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BY E. MITCHELL. 

" Lo, I am with you a.lwe.y, even unto the end of the world."-Me.tt. xxviii. 20. 

THE com1:11enc~ment of. another year bring;s H. F. Lyte's beautifully 
• expressive Imes to our remembrance with some degree of power, 

while the petition they present expresses the deep feeling of our 
he~rt :-

" Swift to its close ebbs out life's little de.y, 
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pe.ss awe.y; 
Change and deoe.y in all around I see ; 
0 Thou who ohe.ngest not, a.bide with me." 

The words at the head of this paper assure us that our petition shall 
be granted. Whoever else we may lose we shall not lose our Saviour. 
He will be with us all tbe days, even unto the end of the world :-the 
end of the world for us, when we i,lip off this mortal coil, and with each 
succeeding generation of His disciples, until He Himself shall personally 
appear to wind up the affairs of the world, and take His people to be 
with Him in our Father'shouseon high. Let us then dismiss our fears, 
and go cheerfully onward in the, to us, all unknown way. 

We remark that the words constitute 
A PRECIOUS PROMISE. 

The occasion on which they were originally spoken was an august and 
memorable one. The riRen Redeemer was about to return to His 
heavenly home from whence He had come to fulfil His great work here 
on earth, hut ere He quits the little band of devoted disciples, He 
commissions them to carry His Gospel throughout the world. _\.s the 
basis of this commission, He informs them that all power (" eccousia, 
delegated authority, liberty or authority to do anything ; combining 
the two ideea of right and might." Bullinger), was given unto Him 
in heaven and in earth ; and, for their encouragement, He promises to 

VoL. LIX. JANUARY, 1908. B 
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be with them, even onto the end of the world. The words have special 
application to all who are seeking the spread of the Gospel, and the 
establishment of Christ's kingdom on earth, but they apply also to every 
disciple of the Lord. 

God has ever dealt with His people by promises. He has chosen 
this method for the manifestation of His own glory, and the education 
of His people. The whole Word of God, from the first promise given 
in the garden of Eden, prior to the ejection of Adam and Eve therefrom, 
is replete with promises, given by God from time to time to His chosen. 
These promises constitute the wealth of the Church, and are not, any 
more than the prophecies, of any private interpretation. Peter says
" Whereby are given unto us" (that is, to all who " have obtained like 
precious faith with us," the apostles, namely, every true believer) 
" exceeding great and precious promises." Paul declares, " that all 
the promises of God in Him " (that is Jesus Christ) " are yea, and in 
Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us." And tbe writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews applies one of these exceeding great and precious 
promi~es to all believers indiscriminately. when he writes-'' Let your 
conver~ation be without covetousness ; and be content with such things 
as ye have ; for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee " 
(Heb. xiii. 5). We well know that the Holy Ghost administers the 
good contained in the promises to meet the needs of His people from 
time to time ; but it were ill done to tell believers they must not rely 
upon such a word as that of our text, or the kindred promise we have 
quo:ed from the Hebrews, unless they have had a special applic>J.tion of 
them to their own souls. What is this but to encourage unbelief, whi-ch 
robs God of the glory due to His Name, as the God of Truth, and the 
belie,er of the support and comfort which the Word furnishes? In 
Heb. xii. 5, reproof is administered for forgetting the exhortation, which 
speaketh, not which was spoken, but speaketh--in the present tense-td 
all believers under the chastening rod. It is manifest that not some 
special application to individuals is intended, but the voice of the Word, 
which is ever speaking to the people of God. Happy is he who hears 
and attends to what the Spirit saith to the Church in His Word. 

Faith has special dealing~ with God's promises. It is formed by 
God in order to receive, embrace, plead, and live upon His promises. 
AB in pieces of machinery, intended to fit together, we see such a corres
pondence as enables us to recognise at once that they are meant to go 
together, so in faith we see how it exactly corresponds with the promises, 
and is manifestly intended to receive them. God has ordained that we 
should live by faith. and He has given the promises for faith to feed 
upon ; He has appointed that we should walk by faith, and the promises 
are the rule by which faith is guided. The promises are certain in 
themselves, but it is the province of faith to make them real to the 
believer ; for "faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen : " iL makes the things that are certain in themselves, 
real and substantial to the soul of the believer, just as truly as if they 
were before His eyes. This faith is the gift of God, and is actuated, 
inspirited, and kept alive by its great Author, the Holy Ghost. 

We notice with respect to the promise we are considering that it is 
THE PROMISE OF A PRESENCE, 

"Lo, I am with you al way." It is emphatic in expression, Lo, I am with 
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you. The Saviour does not promise an angel guard, although that He 
bestows, for all the angels are " ministering spirits, sent forth to them 
that shall be heiril of salvation," but" I," to whom all power in heaven 
and in earth has been delegated, "I will be with you." This is 
glorious news, a most reassuring promise. If He is with us, what have 
we to fear ? '' If God be for u~, who can be against us ? " We know 
nothing of the road we shall have to travel, but He is acquainted with 
every inch of the way ; difficulties we shall meet with, foes will beset o Jr 
path, the way may be rough and rugged, we may have to wade throu~h 
rivers of sorrow, and pass through fires of trouble and distress, but He 
will be with us, and all must be well, 

" For I will be with thee, thy pe.thwa.y to bless, 
• And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress." 

There are several ways in which departed friends may be said to be 
with us. They may be said to be with us as entwined in our memory. 
To some this has been so vivid as to amount almost to a presence ; with 
many more, and with the writer among tbem, the memory we cherish 
only serves to accentuate the absence of the dear- ones who are gone 
before. Departed ones may be said to be with us in the example they 
have left us. None can approach our Lord in this point. His examplP 
was perfect, and more powerful than that of any who ever lived on this 
earth, and it bas extended down through all the ages, and is as potent 
to-day as ever it was. But still more departed ones may be s~id to be 
with us in the words they have left behind them. The author's spirit 
breathes through the words which embalm his thoughts, Truly in this 
way our Lord is with us. The word~ which He spake are spirit and life. 
They have Jost none of their force and power, and we feel Him very 
near to us at times, as we ponder over the precious words that fell from 
His lips. But over and beyond all these ways in which in a sense 
departed fellow creatures may be said yet to be with us, our Lord is 
with us by His Spirit, in a way that none but Himself can be with us. 
His Spirit is present and presides wherever " two or three are gathered 
togethet· in His Name;" He dwells in the heart of every believer, whom 
He has regenerated by His invincible grace, and it is He that gives life, 
power, and efficacy to the words our Lord has spoken. In a real, true, 
though mysterious way, unexplainable to the natural man, the presence 
of Jesus is experienced by His people. They speak to Him, and He 
speaks to them ; they tell Him their needs, and He supplies them ; they 
confess their sins, and He forgives them; they pour out their griefs and 
sorrows, and He comforts and cheers them. It is no mere figure of 
speech, but a blessed experienced reality, that our Lord's presence is with 
His people. He is with us in the efficacy of His blood, in the sufficiency 
of His grace, the fulness of His love, the authority of His throne, the 
might of His sceptre, and the aboundings of His mercy. What more 
can we need? 

" Though sometimes unperceived by sense, 
Fe.ith views Him e.lwe.ys nee.r; 

A Guide, e. Glory, e.nd Defence, 
Then what have we to fee.r ? " 

THE PRESENCE IS PERPETU,\L. 

"I am with you a/way (all the days), even unto the end of the 
world.'' Down through all the ages Jesus has ever been with His people. 
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He has never been absent one day, nay, not for an hour, nor even for a 
second of time. Wherever His people may wander throughout this 
world, in the torrid zone, in the Arctic regions, or in more temperate 
climes, He is ever with them. No prison doors can exclude Him. He 
was with Paul and Silas in the Philippean gaol. In the fiery chariots 
by which not a few have ascended Jesus has always been present, as He 
was with the three in Nebuchadnezzar's day. Whatever the trial, 
temptation, or distress that may await us in the future, we may always 
count on His presence being with us. By day or by night, at home or 
abroad, on the land or the sea, He will ever be with us. We may rely 
upon His help, lean on His power, trust in His wisdom, and draw from 
His resources. We may look to Him at all times, and in that last 
extremity, when we face our last enemy, He will not be wanting. 

" Jesus ca.n ma.ke a. dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows a.re, 

While on His brea.st I lea.n my hea.d, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there." 

~ay He wh~ has give~ us the promise, enable us to r~ceive it, rest upon 
1t, and derive from 1t the comfort and strength 1t is designed to 
impart. 

GOD'S GUESTS. 
(Paa.Im mix. 12). 

BY W. H. RosE. 

THE pensive musing of the Psalmist on human frailty and mortality 
issues in the pathetic appeal : " Hold not Thy peace at my tears ; 

for I am a stranger wi~h Thee and a sojourner, as all my fathers were." 
His fathers had entered :-

" The undiscover'd country, from whose bourne, 
No traveller returns," 

And he was fast following after them. " Stranger and sojourner " 
himself, as they all were, he W(IUid fain realize the comfort of Jehovah's 
providing and protecting care. The language is an echo of Lev. xxv. 
23, " The land shall not be sold for ever : for the land is Mine; for ye 
are strangers and sojourners with Me." The idea conveyed in the 
phrase, "strangers with .Jfe," is that they were to consider themselves 
as God's guests. The figure in our motto text reflects an instructive 
fact, namely, that the godly Israelite viewed life as a journey towards a 
city of habitation, and the world aFJ an inn where God was Host and he 
himself a pilgrim guest. In the proportion in which this view 
influenced him amidot life's change and decay would be the invincibility 
of his courage, the strength of his patience, and the depth of his peace. 
Stepping across the threshold of the New Year, "not knowing the things 
that shall befall us," what richer consolation, what stronger support can 
we desire than that yielded by the same conception of our life-'' a 
sojourning; " our character-" a guest;" our hospitality-" a guest 
with God 7" 

As God's guests we are ever sure of a gracious welrome. Ea~tern 
travellers exhaust the superlative adjective in describing the spontamity 
and exuberance of the Oriental welcome of the stranger to shelter, food and 
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rest. Job but voices the universal sentiment of bis race when be says, 
·• The stranger did not lodge in the street ; but I opened my doors to 
the traveller." The grateFul acknowledgment by the Lord Jesus of 
hospitality extended to Him in the person of a disciple may fittingly be 
returned by the disciple himself: "I was a stranger, and ye toak Me 
in." He does indeed take us in "unto Himself" (so the Genevan Version 
here reads) that is, He embracingly welcomes us. All through _the year, 
"When other helpers fail and comforts flee," there will always be for 
the weary, lonely pilgrim an open door, a pr~ssing invitation and a 
tender greeting with Him. , Banyan's title for bis most encouraging 
work,• ·• Come and Welcome to Jesus Christ," reveals his own personal 
sense of the Lord's whole-hearted reception of a needy soul to His 
entertainment of grace and love. There is such an exceedini!ness of 
welcome in His looks, His words, His tones that Hart may well be 
credited when he says, "The poorer the wretch, the welcomer here." 
Satan may work upon our diffidence, and keep us in the street, but the 
Holy Spirit will sweetly persuade us to take the Lord at His word, and 
believe that He is always more ready to receive than we can be to come. 
He who knows the heart of a stranger (Exod. xxiii. 9), will in no wise 
cast us out. " Welcome may become wearisome if he stay too long," 
says the old Norse proverb. But, blessed be His name, our welcome 
with the Lord will never, never wear out. May the sojourning stranger 
and the welcoming Host meet oftener than ever during 1903 ! 

As God's guests we may anticipate a bountiful provisi'.on. An Eastern 
host will bring out the very best he has, and press it in abund,mce upon 
the acceptance of the traveller guest. So did the ancient Ephrairnite 
(himself a sojourner in Gibeah) to the belated Levite. What a wealth 
of courtesy and generosity is suggested by his words: " Howsoever, let 
all thy wants lie upon me.'' If at the dawn of the New Year our Divine 
Gains shall whisper to our hearts, "Let all thy wants lie upon :ll:E," how 
easy it will be to cast all our anxiety (R.V.) upon Him I Nothing that 
He promised has failed us yet. Hitherto He bas prepared a table before 
us, and hitherto is the infallible guarantee of henceforth. The message 
of the past years rings out to the present one-" Trust in the Lord and 
do good : so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed." 
The American Revisers read : "Thou shalt feed on His faithfulness." 
What a glorious feast for such unworthy guests I Fed and nourished 
thus, however slender material provisions may be, we shall be strong in 
our inner man both to suffer and serve as He may appoint. The God 
of providence is more than the providence of God. He who possesses 
the first may confidently reckon upon the second. What provision may 
he not expect who is indulged to be the guest of God ? '' Jehovah is 
Lhe portion of mine inheritance and of my cup." The cup indeed 
'' runneth over" that is filled "unto all the fulness of God." 

"From Thee is all th1,,t soothes the life of man, 
His high endeavour, and his glad success, 
His strength to suffer, o.ud his will to serve, 
But oh, Thou bounteous Giver of all good, 
Thou o.rt of o.11 Thy gifts Thyself the crown I 
Give who.t Thou co.nst. without Thee we o.re poor, 
And with Thee rich, to.ke who.t Thou wilt o.way." 

• Attro.ctivcly re-issued by Mr. Wilmshurst. 
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" I leave you the Covenant to feed upon," said the departing 
Cromwell to his weeping wife and children. It will be truly a •· Happy 
New Year" if we have grace to place our implicit confidence where a 
greater ruler than the Protector rested his : " He bath made with me 
an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure ; this is all rny 
desire." The glorious prospect of the revelation and bestowment of the 
provisions of that covenant, "perfect in all points" (Genevan Version) 
exhausted David's every wish. We may be reduced to the straits of the 
Sareptan widow ; but the renewal of the meal and the oil is ordered in 
the covenant. We may be pressed out of strength, like Paul ; but we 
shall prove that sufficient is the covenanted grace and perfected is the 
covenanted strength. 

As God's guests there is pledged to us an inviolable security. 
Hospitality among Orientals involved the protection of the guest from 
predatory designs or revengeful atLacks. The host would sooner sacrifice 
his own life than suffer that of his guest to be jeopardized. Hence the 
significance of the familiar words : "Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of rnine enemies." The Psalmist could dismiss his fears 
because he knew there was a" covenant of salt" between Jehovah and 
himself. The Divine honour would be stained if he were betrayed to 
his foes: that could never be. We know not, nor need we know, what 
enemies will seek to rob us of a good conscience, to tarnish our 
reputation, to slay our hope through this year ; but we know that rest
ing upon His plighted word we need not fear what man or demon can 
do unto us. The present general outlook is far from inspiriting; but 
faith remembers that Jehovah has magnified His word above all His 
name ; she trusts that word of honour, and sings with the confidence it 
so worthily inspires :-

" A sure stronghold our God is He, 
A timely shield and weapon; 

Our help He'll be, and set us free 
From every ill can happen. 

And were the world with devils filled, 
All eager to devour U8 ; 

Our souls to fear shall little yield, 
They cannot overpower us." 

Our hope for 1903 is in J ehovah's promise," I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee," and that hope He will never put to shame. 

GOD-LIKE MEN. 
BY p .AE>TOR A. E. RE.ALFF. 

"I said, Ye are gods."-John x. 34, 

OUR blessed Lord had been using very remarkable words. He bud 
spoken of Himself as the "Good Shepherd,'' who "giveth His 

life for the sheep." He would voluntarily _qive His life (ver. 11 ). This 
statement He amplifies in ver. 18 : "No man taketh it from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again." Surely no lesser being than Almighty God Himself 
could possess this power. But His claim to Divinity was disputed, and 
"there was a division among the Jews for these sayings" (ver. Hl). 
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Some held with Him, but others called Him a devil, or a madman (ver. 
20). So they gathered around Him in "Solomon·s porch," and charged 
Him with causing this division among them, saying. "How long d0st 
Thou make us to doubt? If Thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus 
answered them, I told you, and ye believed not .... But ye .believe 
not, because ye are not of My sheep." Here was the onus of the 
difficulty ; but not with Jesus. It was the wretched unbelief of their 
hearts, the result of the Fall. This is found in every natural man, 
however well cultured he may be. and however well acquainted with 
the mere letter of Scripture. The disease is in the heart, and nothing 
but sovereign, omnipoteno, invincible grace can cure it. He who 
possesses, therefore, th~ smallest grain of spiritual faith in Jesus as the 
8on of God, yea, even though it be but as a grain of mustard-seed. is 
proved by that to be one of Christ's sheep, i.e., a choseri vessel of mercy, 
ordained unto eternal life before the foundation of the world (2 Tim. i. 
9). Jesus gives them "eternal life, and they shall never perish." He 
holds them in His Divine band, as does His great Father, who is one 
with Him in this covenant purpose. "All His saints are in Thy hand" 
(Dent. xxxiii. 3) ; so that Jesus and His Father both hold them, in 
order that they may "never perish," but be brought at last into the 
full enjoyment of that "eternal life" in glory. "Whom He justified 
them He also glorified." So Jesus adds, "I and My Father are one." 
The word "one" is neuter; it does not mean one person, but one 
substance, viz., that both Father and Son are equally Divine. "Then 
the Jews took up stones to stone Him" as a blasphemer, and truly 
that He was, if He were not God. 

Jesus meets this, not by the putting forth of His Divine 
authority end power, because it was His will to keep these attributes 
in abeyance. He only reasons with them as a man with his fellow 
men-'• Is it not written in your hiw, I said, Ye are gods t" By 
the term "your law," the Redeemer meant the Hebrew Scriptures, 
i.e., the whole of the Old Testament. This quotation is from 
Psalm lxxxii. G, where the word is used of judges or magistrntes. 
" God standeth in the congregation of the mighty ; He judgeth 
among the gods'' (ver. 1). Then follows exhortation end command
ment to all such to judge justly, and defend the poor, the needy, 
and the fatherless, and then come the words, " I have said, Ye 
are l?ods, and all of you are children of the Most High. But ye shall 
die like men, and fall like one of the princes." This is the passage our 
Lord quotts, and then proceeds to apply it thus-" If He called them 
gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the Scripture cannot be 
broken ; say ye of Him, whom 1he Father bath sanctified, and seat into 
the world, 'fhou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Sou of God? 
If I <lo not the works of My Father, believe Me not." 

Magistrates and judges were called "gods," because they stood in 
the place of God, to execute His laws, to deliver the needy, and punish 
evil-doers in His Name. How much more, therefore, did the title 
belong to Him who was indeed God's Sou? They were called "children 
of the Most High," but He was really by nature God's Son, who had 
been "sanctiliPd, and sent into the world." 

Pause, dear readers, and consider for a moment what this means. 
The Father" sanctified" the Sou, i.e., He set Him apart, as it were 
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in the eternal council, to be sent into the world for a specific purpose. 
A1;1d the Son, being_ of one mind with the Eternal Father, agreed on 
His part to become Surety and Substitute for 'all the chosen race. 
Jeremiah was "sanctified," or set apart to the prophetical office, prior 
r,o his birth (Jer. i. 5). But Jesus was "the Holy One of God," and 
in His prayer, recorded in chap. xvii. 19, He says to His g1·eat Father, 
"And for their sakes I sanctify Myself." In Heb. x. this is explained 
-•· Wherefore when He cometh into the world. He saith, Sacrifice and 
offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me .... 
Then said I, Lo, I come," etc. Then follow these words, "By the 
whi?h will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. ... For by one offering He hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified." And this is explained to be the Covenant 
blessing. 0, beloved, it was through pains and sorrows unutterable I 

"Whe.t He endured no tongue oe.n tell 
To save our sinful souls from hell." 

" AND THE SCRIPTURE CANNOT BE BROKEN j" 

no, not even such a passage as this, which speaks of men as being called 
" gods." Every word of Scripture is Scripture ; yea, every letter of 
the original. We find here an important deduction concerning the 
dignity of the Lord Christ brought from the use of one single word in 
the book of Psalms ; and in Gal. iii. 16, a great distinction is made 
between a singular and a pural noun-" Now to Abraham and his seed 
were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as 
of one, And to Thy seed, which is Christ." 

My brethren, what reverence does this inculcate concerning the 
sacred Word of God ! Even the difference between a singular and a 
plural termination is no mere chance, or slip of the writer's pen, for 
upon this may be established a very important doctrine of the Gospel. 
What care-what scrupulous care-must the inspired writers have taken! 
Yea, what care did the Holy Ghost Himself take concerning every iota 
of the Word! And Jesus says," The Scripture cannot be broken." 

The word really signifies unloosed or undone. No Scripture must be 
pulled to pieces, or explained away, dissolved, made to mean something 
else than the plain words indicate, or deprived of its binding authority. 
And how marvellously has the Providence of the Almighty watched 
over the words of Scripture all down the ages, when they have passed 
under the hands of so many copyists, redactors, translators and editors I 
From what accidents, enemies, and ravages of time has the sacred 
Volume been delivered! And, dear child of God, it contains the Gogpel 
of your salvation; "for therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith : as it is written, The just shall live by faith." 

" YE SHALL BE AS GODS : " 

so said the tempter to our mother Eve. And when Moses wes com
missioned to take his brother Aaron with him, and go before Pharaoh, 
the Lord said, '' He shall be thy spokesman. . . . he shlill be to thee 
instead of a mouth, and thou sbalt be to him instead of God" (Exod. 
iv. 16). But how much more wonderful is what we read in the New 
Testament! "Ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus." 
"I ascend unto My Father, and your Father." "Wherefore He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren." " Ye e.re the temple of the living God; 
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as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them ; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people. Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 
" For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God." Dear readers, "this honour have all His saints." What a 
stupendous privilege I Let us, who are thus born from above through 
sovereign grace exercised by the Holy Spirit in regeneration, rise to the 
dignity of our " high calling." " Know ye not that ye are to judge 
angels? " The redeemed are destined to '' reign with Christ." "To 
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, eveu as 
I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne" 
(Rev. iii. 21). 0 the exalted dignity to which worms of the earth will 
thus be raised by the sovereign grace of a Covenant God ! Beloved 
readers, in conclusion, let it be ours to evince by our daily life, walk 
and conversation that the Holy Spirit of God and of Christ dwells in 
us. May we "grow in grace," and in the likeness of Christ, " speaking 
the truth in love," showing that "charity" which "snffereth long and 
is kind," etc. (1 Cor. xiii), remembering that "if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ he is none of His.'' And may God grant unto each of 
us a New Year's Blessing. Amen. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

OPPOSITES, 

No. 1.-Apostles or Agnostics 7 

FROM fishes and feathered folk to our "kith and kin" is rather a 
long journey, I must admit ; but if our peeps· into the regions of 

sea and air have afforded us any pleasure or profit, surely we ought not 
to find "our own relations'' a dry or distasteful study. And there is 
such variety, too, in this subject that monotony is out of the question • 
but, lest while we "expatiate wide o'er all this· scene of man" and tread 
its " mighty maze of walks," we should get bewildered and lose our 
way, let us be careful to take with us, and carefully keep and follow, 
the "clue of the maze," the plan that shall " guide our doubtful foot
steps right." 

" Follow my lea.der '' is a game that children play at, but in life's 
most important business we all more or leBB do the same, for the world 
is made up of "leaders" and followers; but it is most necessary to know 
whose lead we are following ; for if the blind lead the blind, it is more 
than probable that both leader and led will fall into the ditch. 

'• If sinners entice thee, consent thou not," and " follow not a multi
tude to do evil," are maxims of practical wisdom that come to us with 
the force of Divine authority. And if in the everyday matters of this 
present life it is so dangerous to be led astray, what shall we say of 
those etern.1.l things which affect our everlasting interests ? What must 
it be to miss the heavenly way, and be lured to the awful regions of 
eternal death ! 

C 
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Our New Year's paper is designed to describe two opposite sets of 
leaders, both of which call for followers, and both of which are followed 
by different classes of people, who may be briefly called believers and 
imbehevers. There are many others who claim di1,1ciples in the religious 
world, but when all comes to all, there are only two great field-marshals 
of all the forces of human minds-two heads or principals of llll the 
" schools of thought," whether ancient or modern, two masters who claim 
and receive the homage of men and women, yea, even of children too I 
One from above, the other from beneath ; One is the Holy and the 
other t,he evil one ; one is the Lord Jesus Christ, and the other His 
implacable enemy, Satan, "the god of this world.'' 

Among the generals in the Lord's host the apostles of Jesus bold 
the highest rank ; amongst the captains of Satan the agnostics are to 
be found. A great many people would not think the last half of my 
sentence true. One of our admired poets has said-

" There is more fe.ith in honest doubt, 
Believe me, than in ha.lf the creeds," 

and agnostics have often been looked upon as honest doubters, and 
really as very admirable sort of people ; but if we look into things a 
little, I think we shall not :find much to admire in the wilful, conceited 
ignorance of those who pride themselves in knowing nothing about God 
or religion. 

Bunyan in his "Holy War" makes "Incredulity," or Unbelief, 
•• Lord General" of the army of Doubters that Diabolus brought to 
malre war upon Mansoul, and which . wrought such terrible havoc, until 
the Prince Emmanuel came 0 the relief of the beleaguered town. And 
those who have been harassed by doubts and fears, after they have 
"tasted that the Lord is gracious," know by experience that Bunyan's 
powerful " word-picture " is not overdrawn ; to lose faith is to lose 
heart ; to " falter where '' once '' we firmly trod " is bitter and painful 
in the extreme, and whatever makes us doubt God's truth must be an 
evil to be dreaded, and resisted too. 

Cowper, the poet, in his interesting poem entitled " Conversation," 
describes the agnostics of everyday life-the people who are never sure 
of anything-in a very am11Sing, yet forceful, way-

" Dubius is such e. scrupulous good me.n-
Yes, you ma.y catch him tripping if you oe.n; 
He would not with a. peremptory tone 
Assert the nose upon his fa.ea his own; 
With hesitation, admirably slow, 
He humbly hopes-presumes it ma.y be so. 
His evidence, if he were ea.lied by la.w 
To swear to some enormity he saw, 
For want of prominence a.nd just relief 
Would ha.ng e.n honest ma.n, a.nd sa.ve a. thief. 
Through constant dread of giving truth offence, 
He ties up a.II his hearers in suspense: 
Knows what he knows as if he knew it not; 
What he remembers seems to have forgot; 
His sole opinion, wha.tsoe'er befall, 
Centering a.t le.et in HA VINO NONE AT ALL." 

Something like the tit-bit I read the other day of a young fellow 
boasting to an older friend thttt he was an " agnostic." " What is 
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that?" queried the other. "Why, you know, it means you are not 
quite sure of anything." "Then," said the older one, "how can you be 
quite sure you are an agnostic?" 

We have had enough and to spare of these "doubtful characters," 
and should be very ~lad to find their numbera diminished, and many 
of them removed to a more salubrious neighbourhood than the dark 
land of "Doubting" can afford; and we hope and pray that our young 
readers may be brought in their early days to believe with all their 
hearts the sacred Word of God, rejoice in the light of His precious 
Gospel, and catch some of the beams of that glory that ever dwelleth 
in l!:mmanuel's land. The-Lord Jesus Himself was and is the Truth, 
and He spoke with no uncertain voice when He was here. To 
Nicodemus He said, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen" (John iii. 11). To the 
woman at the well He declared, "We know what we worship, for 
salvation is of the Jews'' (John iv. 22). Again we find Him saying, 
"As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father;" and, " I 
know My sheep, and am known of Mine" (John x.). 

His apostles, taught by His Spirit, take up the same strain of 
exalted confidence. "We know," says the beloved apostle, "that the 
Son of God id come, and bath given us an understanding that we may 
know Him that is true, and we are in Hirn that is true, even in His 
Son Jesus Christ" (1 John v. 20). We know that we dwell in Him, 
and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit (1 John iv. 13). 
"We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we Jove 
the brethren" (1 John iii. 14). "We know," said Paul, "that all 
things work together for good to them that love God ; to them who 
are called according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). "We know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we ha,ve 
a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens" (2 Cor. v. 1). And so on, and so on. Wherever we turn in 
Old Testament, or New, we have knowledge, confidence, assurance. 
God has revealed Himself, His people know Him ; God has promised, 
it must come to pass: "The mouth of the Lord bath spoken it," it 
must be true. Seek for His knowledge, dear young friends, that you 
may not be carried about with every wind of doctrine, like a leaf 
or a fe11ther, driven hither and thither by the gale, but that yon may 
be well rooted in love and grace, like a vigorous, growing, fruitful 
tree, and grounded like a firm building on a solid foundation, so that 
you may not be moved away from the hope of the Gospel. 

We in all sincerity wish yon a'' Happy New Year," with this specific 
New Year's gift from God-knowledge that yon may say from heartfelt 
experience, " I know that in me, that is in my flesh, dwellcth no good 
thing ; " yet, "One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I 
see ; " "I know that my Redeemer liveth;" "I know Whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed to Him against that day." "Yes, this is life eternal, to know 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom He bath sent." And so we 
dose our New Year's paper with the question, Do yon know the Lord 
Jesus Christ? Do you know the Father? 0 that you may, by the 
Holy Spirit's teaching, acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace here 
and to eternity. Amen. 
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EARTHLY GUIDANCE AND HEAVENLY RECEPTION. 
BY E. WHITE. 

"Thou sha.lt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterwa.rd reoeive me to glory." 
-Psalm lxxiii. 24. 

WHAT confidence the writer of this Psalm had in his God ! He had 
made many blundersi and mistakes, but now henceforth he will 

give up trusting his own wisdom, and take God for his guide alone. 
. It is so easy ~o fall into ~rror when we trust our own shortsighted 
Judgments. It 1s very a8sunng when we walk with God, not before 
Him ; when we mark the course He leads, and not mark one out for our
selves. We may with confidence go forward when He leads the way 
without the slightest fear or hesitancy in any path He calls us to tread. 

"Thou shalt guide me" in experience. To give up our will to 
God costs the proud heart many a conflict, until we nre perfectly 
humbled to God's will, and become as a little child in His hands. There 
must be first this full subjection, this entire surrender of heart, will, and 
conscience unto God, before our souls will know wfiat that perfect peace 
is which passeth all understanding. Our thoughts and imaginations 
must be brought into captivity to Christ, the reins given into Hie hands 
to guide our thoughts, our inward trust. Our inward doubts and fears 
would oft be at once laid to rest if we did not listen to the surmisings of 
our own heart, and the suggesUons of the evil one, who is ever ready to 
lead us astray, to prevent our soul's rest and confidence in our divine Lord. 

"Thou shalt guide" in faith. God has been pleased to reveal 
certain definite truths emanating from His eternal counsel, which are 
the wound of our faith. We are not called upon to follow the ever
changing vagaries of men, but the clear shining light of God's Word. 
Here is a safe guide in all matters of belief, whatever is revealed by God 
in His Word we are bound to accept, and upon it we may safely build. 
This would lead to the union of the Church of Christ. It would greatly 
increase her prosperity ; an implicit faith in the Divine oracles, a close 
adherence in the practise of all which God's Word teaches. The Church 
at large, and each believer would then have a stronger faith, a deeper 
spirituality, greater power in prayer, and more conformity to Christ. 
The world guides the Church far too much, it is frequently her guide, 
I fear, not " what saith the Scriptures," but what ie most expedient in 
faith and practioe. Those who follow in their faith without swerving the 
connsel of God must be prepared to walk an isolated path with only here 
and there a fellow-traveller. 

" Thou shalt guide me " in service. The redeemed soul should 
stand with all their ransomed powers waiting to be employed of God ; 
but in what particular way we may best serve Him is often a source of 
perplexity. We would not thrust ourselves into positions to which we 
are not called, and for which we are totally unfitted. "Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do ? '' is a prayer which has often been used by the 
loving disciple of Christ. We take God at once into our counsel; ~e 
will point out the way and open the door of usefulness for us, for wluch 
our qualifications are best fitted, and we must keep to His couneel for 
our use in His service. He does not call us to air the notions of our 
mind, but to make known in this dark world the thoughts and purposes 
of His eternal mind ; and if we are desirous of making known His 
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counsel to men, He will find us a congenial sphere of service, fitted to 
our talents. 

" Thou shalt guide" in Providence. God is very seldom pleased 
to lift the veil of the future ; we must walk by faith, not by sight. We 
dare not take a step till He opens the way, and leads us on, then with 
confidence may we tread the path, though we see not far ahead; we only 
need to follow the cloud of His Divine leadings, and no step will then 
go astray. We shell not misjudge His dealings if we watch His ~and; 
we shall not question the equity of His rule, nor murmur at the unequal 
character of His dealings, with the sons of men ; we shall not be 
envious of the wicked who prospers in his ways, but 1shall wait with 
patience the unfolding of all events, knowing the unerring Providence 
of our Heavenly Father can make no mistakes. He will lead us safely 
right to the end of our journey, removing every care and fear, taking 
every responsibility upon Himself for safe conduct, providin~ for our 
every need until our journey is ended. Being guided thus we shall be 
spared many a regret for mistakes we otherwise should have made. 

When our path here below has reached its termination, we shall 
be received to dignity. Here unknown and unrecognised by the world, 
but then crowned with honours worthy the children of God, exalted to 
the mansions of glory and fellowship with the angelic throng, ushered 
into the immediate presence of God, to stand nearest His throne, to 
enter into the glory with Christ, with Him exalted, sharing His honours, 
basking in His smile, conformed to His image. A dignity shall sit on 
every brow as they are acknowledged as kings and priests unto God, 
the dignity of the Lamb's Bride as He will then present her to the 
Father without spot, wrinkle, or any such thing. 

Received into splendour. Such as the imagination of man has 
not conceived as yet. What glory is, no mortal here below can fully 
know; some dim perception God is pleased now and then to give His 
loved ones, but this is but as the starlight heavens compared to the full 
blaze of meridian day. Before the splendour of one hour at God's right 
hand all the pomp of earth fades away, as the morning cloud before the 
rising sun; the splendour of the place, the company, the provisions, the 
entertainment, will fill the most expansive mind with adoring wonder and 
gratitude that God has prepared all this for sinners of a mortal race, and 
made them sons of God. 

Received to full satisfaction. Not a power but is gratified, not 
a faculty but is full of bliss ineffable; every emotion of the heart thrilling 
with superb delight; every avenue of the glorified and enlarged mind 
filled with perfect knowledge ; no secret now hidden ; no perplexing 
problem which our poor finite minds cannot unravel ; we shall know as 
we are known, no ardent longing now unappeased, no reaching after 
that which we cannot attain, no changing frames, the height of joy and 
the depth of despair, but one eternal ecstacy of delight. We long for 
the wheels of time to roll on more swiftly, and hasten that all-glorious 
day when we shall be satisfied, and only then. . 

Received into perfection. The perfection of holiness, for that is 
true glory. Sin has degraded our human nature-lowered us ia every 
way; but then raised up to glory, when every vestige of sin ~nd it~ con
sequences are vanished for ever, and the glory of perfect holiness sits on 
every brow, everyone bearing the image of Christ, the only perftct one 
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who has ever trod this earth since sin entered, and Adam fell ; the glory 
will be congenial to our renewed natures, and we shall be fitted for the 
glory, made meet for such a hig-h abode and such glorious company. 
Then Christ will be glorified in His saints, and admired in all them who 
believe in that day. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

" That in the dispensation of the fulness of times He might gather together 
in one all things in Christ; both which are, in heaven, e.nd which are on ee.rth, 
even in Him."-Eph. i. 10. 

THE writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews has given us a very fitting 
and suggestive sentence. He, speaking of Christ, and "the house

hold of faith," as "holy brethren," goes on to state that "Christ 
is a Son over His own house." The idea expressed in Heh. iii. 6, 
together with the verse before us, to my mind, is that of stewardship. 
If we are right, then we may respectfully and reverently call our Divine 
Lord the Great Steward. He . is Steward over the Father's house, 
because the government and management are placed in His hands. 
Jesus Christ will so control and manage all things as to conduct the 
whole to the proper goal, placed and dated by Divine knowledge and 
wisdom. In the final destiny of the creature it will not count much 
with whom we have been identified here, whether Paul, Apollos, or 
Cephas. It will not matter to what degree we may have been mixed up 
with the world, life, death, things present or about to be : so long th~t 
this truth remains an experimental fact, "Ye are Christ's, and Christ 1s 
God's." For this very thing "God hath abounded toward us in ~II 
wisdom and prudence." For this reason the full revelation of His will, 
and the opening up of those secrets, are " made known" for the 
effecting of His purpose, which He had planned in harmony and ag~ee
ment with Bis" good pleasure," that unity with Jesus should be reahsed 
by the saints now, and the final gathering in Him when 1.1ll purposes are 
fully completed on earth, in accordance to the plan of eternal redemp
tion. In our meditation to-day, we shall do well to concentrate o~r 
thoughts upon "the dispensation of the fulness of times." I will put it 
thus-

THE GOSPEL DISPENSATION. 

By dispensation we mean the dealing of God with His creatures, w~ich 
might appropriately be termed administration, that is, certain thrngs 
which comprehend the divine ideal of government. It is well kn?wn 
that the present administration is the complete outcome of all previous 
dispensations. We all know that the Mosaic dispensation was inadequa~e 
to meet the needs of a distressed sinner, and for this reason : it 
"Stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 
ordinances, imposed on them until the time of ref~rmation." Yet that 
period of administration prepared the way for the full scheme of God in 
redemption. The fitnees, or the fulnees of times, the "seasons" of 
Gospel days, the operation of grace, the story of Divine love, the wondrous 
plan of salvation, and its inestimable benefits to the Church, which are 
dispensed to its members generally. Such are some few of those things 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. l!) 

belonging to the present administration, or dealings of God with His 
creatures. This dispensation is called "The end of the ages," "The 
times" or "seasons of the Gentiles," "The seasons which the Father 
hath put in His own power.·' Such Gospel dispensation, and the 
purpose designed to be accomplished, we have recorded in Acts iii. 21 : 
" The times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
prophets since the world began." The coming of Jesus, His first advent, 
was one of the special times. In the ,fulne~ of time-the divinely
appointed time-Jesus came, and in due time "Christ died for the 
ungodly." Then men sitting_in darkness saw a great light, and those in 
the shadow of death discovered that Christ " the life" had come. The 
dim P.ast receded before the effulgent light of the" Sun of righteousness." 
The desert became a garden, and the thirsty land pools of water. The 
glory of the Lord came upon us, and the splendour of the Infinite visited 
us. A new economy dawned upon our race, and the light of God came 
upon man. Jesus manifested, the works of darkness disappear. An 
economy of mercy, and a dispensation of love began. With this dispen
sation there came the advent of the Holy Spirit, for " Pentecost was 
fully come." The free message of mercy to " every creature" was to 
be published. Salvation by sovereign grace must be made known to 
poor, fallen sinfal man I He is to be assured that a Refuge is provided 
-a fountain opened-atoning blood, efficacious to cleanse, are all 
" without money and without price." For this is God's jubilee
the day in which the "ready to perish" may listen to the silver 
trumpet, and th.i joy-bells of the everlasting Gospel-the one great law 
of the kingdom of grace. 

We come now to consider God's good pleasure which He hath 
purposed, or, in other words, 

THE END PROPOSED. 

The great end proposed is in keeping with the dispensation, and all 
things pertaining thereto. I may say that the " gathering together " is 
very comprehensive. It suggests the glorious possibility of original 
unity. Since the introduction of sin, estrangement and alienation has 
characterised the human family. Yet so wonderful, powerful, and 
effective are the operations in the present economy of grace, that God 
will eventually cause good to triumph over the bad, grace to abound 
over sin ; that sin and evil shall be swept away, and a new condition 
of things appear. We emphatically believe that the results shall 
correspond with the Divine ideal-that ideal is the glorification of the 
Church in Christ, as the Head, Centre, Ruler and Life. It is to sum 
up all things-the whole range of things in Jesus as the Head of all, 
Lord of all, and King of all. Yes, says Paul, "all things," both in 
heaven and on earth .. Angels above and men below ; choi,en angels and 
chosen men shall circle around Him, the vital Sun. God sums up all 
creation in His Son. Such is but a vague idea of what will undoubtedly 
be accomplished according to the good will and pleasure of the Supreme 
Being. Sin swept away, enemie~ destroyed, the universe at peace t 
Then shall come to pass another truth contained in this verse-

THE GRAND UNI'fY, 

"Even in Him." Christ the Centre. Around Him all gather. This, 
to a large extent, is the case now. The object of all worship and service 
is to get near to J esas, and the highest desire of Christian men is 
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the realisation of their union with Jesus. One of the heaviest burdens 
of one's heart is that we do not realise this abiding union with Him as 
much aS we desire. This being so we welcome the thought given us here, 
that the time shall come when we shall be gathered, joined to our Lord, 
so closely, so abidingly, and that without any fear of separe.tion. The 
kingdoms of this world shall be in the truest sense subjected to our 
Lord. And for this purpose '' He must reign until He hath put all 
enemies under His feet." "Before Him every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue confess.'' 

Ye tried and tempted, here is consolation for you, to-day ye are your 
Lord's--" Ye are Christ's." Bound by eternal cords of never-failing 
love, by eternal bands, which can never be broken. No separation
neither life, death, things present or to come-no, not any creature in 
creation can disunite you and your Lord. 

" Did Jesus once upon me shine, 
Then Jesus is for ever mine." 

Here we rest, wait, watch, and pray for the glorious appearing of Him, 
who is Head over all things to His Church. 

THE UNKNOWN WAY. 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

" For ye have not passed this way heretofore."-Joehua iii. 4, 

THE long, weary wandering of forty years was drawing to a close, and 
the hosts of Israel were camped on the eastern border of the Jordan. 

Moses, from the top of Mount Nebo, had seen the promised land, and 
was gone borne to the heavenly Jerusalem ; he was not permitted to 
enter the earthly Canaan. Joshua, bis successor, by Divine command, 
had instructed the priests to take up the Ark, and go forward toward 
the river which divided the promised land from the wilderneBB; and 
which, though bridgeless, must be crossed. The people were instructed 
to be in rea'.iiness. They had traversed many strange ways since they 
left Egypt, but now they must traverse one which they had never seen, 
and did not-could not know. 

There were many enemies in front of them-Canaanites, Hivites, 
Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites--:--but the living God was 
with them, and would go before them. No wonder that the kings of 
the Amorites lost heart when they saw that God had brought them 
acroBB the sea. Moreover, they had battles to fight, towns and cities to 
take by siege, and victories to win ; the unknown way would yield them 
many humiliating lessons, and surprise them with many joys. The 
ways which the Lord chooses for His people have both cloud and sun
shine ; but His ways always prosper, and end well; it is our own ways 
which fail. He that made and owns the goodly country will best know 
the way into it. 

Is it not so with the Christian pilgrimage to-day ? The centuries 
do not alter the king's highway to glory; the constant tread of the pil
grims' feet doe.i not wear the rough places smooth for those who come 
after them. Every new year as it comes is a way we have not p118sed 
heretofore. All the year is well known to Him who maps it out, but 
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we must learn it step by step. The Ark, which wa9 the symbol of the 
Lord's presence to Israel-which hitherto had dwelt in the midst of 
them-woulci henceforth go before them as their leader. They were to 
follow it carefully, reverently ; not presumptuously. They were not to 
crowd about it with anxious fear, no.>r with prarient curiositv. About 
a thousand yards by measure must be left between ,it and themselves. 
God must be followed with implicit trast and love; but also with 
reverent homage and worship. No saint can stand at the threshold of 
1903, and ask it what it iH bringin~ to him. or through what mysteries 
of Providence it will lead him. No man can take two steps at once in 
this unknown year-it comes 'by moments. The year it,elf is a casket 
of 365 sealed letters, each one dated for its own day, and not for any 
other day. No one of them can be opened till its day comes. With 
what curious, anxious eagerness some of us look upon the casket ! How 
glad would we be if we could take up to-morrow's letter and open it 
to-day. But Jesus has forbidden that: "Take no thought for the 
morrow; sufficient unto the day is the evil-the burden-thereof." 

With the ways of life on that eastern border they were familiar, 
they knew all the dangers, fatigues, and sorrows ; all the privations, 
which had been met by wonderful supplies ; all the temptations, sins, 
judgments, repentances, and pardons; they knew what wonderful deliv
erances they had enjoyed notwithstanding their doubts, distrusts, and 
murmurings. But what would they experience in that new untrodden 
way? whither would it lead them? where would it land them? Would 
it be smoother or rougher, sweeter or more bitter than the past ? 

So it :s with me, so it is with you, dear reader. Ignorance of the 
future is often painful, but t.he pain is soothed and removed by simple, 
sincere trust in the Lord. Step by step we have come through the 
years that are gone; they have left their marks upon us, and they have 
carried our marks with them into eternity. We have memories of the 
past, but we have not an atom of knowledge of the future. What does 
this mysterious casket contain for us ? Pleasure and pain, profit and 
loss, duty and service, fear and hope, sickness and health, friendships 
severed by death, hopes shattered by accidents, calamities, catastrophes, 
and, it may be, the inroads of death in our homes. Somewhere, we 
may meet with concealed temptations. "Oh, Master, keep us from 
slipping into them." Somewhere, -a snare of the devil, gilded with 
gold, sparkling with pleasure, offering profit without loss, pleasure 
without pain, may lie across our path : the Lord preserve us from falling 
into it. Somewhere, we may meet with crossing roads, all bright and 
fair-looking-, all _vocal with siren-songs, all smooth as the rolled lawn, 
and all doubtful as to the right one for the pilgrim. What shall we do 
then? Stand still, at a thousand yards by faith's measure from the 
Ark, keeping the eyes of faith 1md hope upon the light which shines 
from it, wait for it,s rising and going forward ; then follow on as it 
leads the way. 

Natural temperament is often out of harmony with Christian faith; 
fai~ure and defeat 1mostly begin at the heart ; heace the different ~iews 
which many--even saints-take of the same roads and thrngs. 
Despondency is fearful, and afraid to step forward in the dark ; but 
Hopefulness says: '' I will go in the strength of the Lord God." 
Despondency, in the cold-death grip of doubt, turns. sunshine into 
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gloom, while Hopefulness escapes from Doubting Castle by means of a 
key which it carries in its bosom. Despondency, like David, says : 
" l shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul." Hopefulness, like 
,Job, i,ays : " Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." God says 
to "those of fearful heart, Be strong." Despondency must not strain 
the heart's eyes to peer into the dark future, but, with hope and trust, 
look upon the Ark, follow it, wait upon it, trust it. " 0 rest in the 
Lo1·d." " He that believeth shall not make haste." The future is ever 
present with the Lord. He who lives by faith in Christ has all his un
known way provided for, cared for, guided, guarded, and finished. 

" LEST MY PEOPLE FORGET.'' 
BY PASTOR H. TYDEMAN" CHILVERS. 

FORGETFULNESS is our misfortune, a dire effect of the fall. The 
Lord knows what we mean when we ask Him to remember; but 

God never forgets. Adam, before he fell, doubtless had a perfect 
memory, but as soon as sin operated in his life, he at once forgot the 
omniscience of bis Creator, and thought to bide himself from the 
Divine view. The things we de8ire most to memorize are often most 
easily forgotten, and among those things are the spiritual realities, 
the remembrance of which tend so much to our personal comfort 
and joy. 

The consequences of the fall, as experienced by us in daily life, are 
fully recognised by the Lord, and He has made provision for llOt one of 
the least of those effects, even our forgetfulness. He has given the Holy 
Ghost, who is the Divine Remembrancer; it is written, '' He shall bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you." 

We so frequently forget what Jesus has said unto us, and are conse
quently often cast down and full of a murmuring, grumbling spirit ; 
but the Holy Spirit comes in tenderness, pitying our infirmities, and 
whispers to our troubled hearts something He has said, and reminds us 
He bath said it, and will not alter what ba8 fallen from His lips. How 
sweet to be favoured with such a Comforter, who reminds us that He 
said, "I will never leave thee." 

The backslider who has forgott,en all the Lord has said, is reminded 
that " He receives graciously and loves freely;" the wearied, tired 
mother in the home life has it brought with power to her remembrance 
that "Jesus being wP-aried with His journey :,.al thus on the well." 
How constantly we have to be reminded of past "Ebenezers," and taken 
back to look at the stone, upon which we wrote with the chisel of love 
and gratitude the word that declared, " Hitherto bath the Lord helped 
us." We praise Thee, 0 God, for such provision for our poor fallen 
mEmories ; we should for~et Thee 1}1yself altogether, but for Thy gift 
of the Divine Remembrancer. 

" Lest we forget " affords us the secret of much of the mystery of the 
Divine discipline of our life. Affliction takes a large part in this dis
cipline. How many suffer from the various weaknesses of the body, and 
oftimes that weakness is felt at the period we want to be most useful ; 
and we naturally aek, Why is it ? and the answer seems to come gently 
upon the bree~es, "Lest My people forget" their frailty, what manner 
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of persons they are, their dependence upon God, and that their Master 
con do without their service if He pleases. But for bereavement we 
should often forget that "this is not our rest ; " our troubles bring us 
to the Throne of Grace, or we might forget to pray. 

By Divine permission wicked men are allowed to threaten our privi
leges, that we may remember their preciousness. The Apostle Paul 
needed "a thorn in the flesh" to bring back to his mind that he must 
walk humbly with his God. How much we should for~et but for the 
painful part of the discipline of our Father, who has said, " Thou shalt 
rememb(rl"." _ 

"Lest My people for_qet '' is explanatory of God's method with us in 
the experience of salvation. Sin is permitted to remain (though not 
with domineering power) within us, the devil tempts us; if sin were 
entirely eradicated we might forget the Cross, the price of our redemp
tion, Calvary with all its shame and ignominious suffering. If we were 
never tempted we should not need, and consequently forget, the 
sympathy of Him who was tempted in all points like unto His brethren. 

"Lest My people forget." In the light of His countenance, the light 
of the Better Land, with undimmed eyes and satisfied souls, in the glory 
of our Home yonder, through the transparency of the Father's eternal 
purpose, we shall doubtless read life's history, and then see what we 
cannot understand now, that behind all the painfnl episodes of life was, 
"Lest My people forget." 

''MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY, AND 
NOT TO FAINT." 

(Luke xviii. 1.) 

THERE can be no room for despair, for prayer exports wants, and 
imports blessings. But our dear Lord knows that there is in us 

all at times a backwardness to prayer, and this He would remove. It 
arises from fainting, this He would prevent. Therefore He opposes 
praying to fainting, for fainting prevents praying. Have you not found 
it so ? When weary and faint in your mind, when your spirits are 
oppressed, your frame low and languid, you have thougbt this is not a 
time for prayer. Yea, but it is; Pray ·• always." Now sigh out the 
burden of your heart, and the sorrows of your spirit. Now, though in 
broken accents, breathe your complaints into your Father's ear. Now 
cry to Him who loveth you and careth for you, the love and care of the 
most tender and affectionate Father. What makes us faint ? Do 
troubles and afflictions? Here is a reviving cordial: "Call upon Me 
in the day of trouble : I will deli·ver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" 
(Psa. 1. 15). Does a body of sin and death ? Here is a supporting 
promise : "Whosoever shall call upon the Name 1of the Lord Jesus 
shall be saved" (Rom. x. 13). Do we faint because we have called and 
prayed, again and again, t.o the Lord against any besetting sin, pre
vailing temptations, rebellious lust, or evil tern per, and yet the Lord bes 
not given us the victory over it ? Still, says the Lord, Pray ·• al ways." 
Persevere, be importunate, faint not. Remember that blessed word : 
"My time is not yet come, but your lime is always ready" (John 
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vii. G). "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation" (Matt. 
~xvi. 41 ). Note the difference· between being tempted, and enterin,q 
mto temptation. We are assured "in due time we shall reap, if we 
faint not" (Gal. vi. 9). Do we find the spirit willing, but the flesh 
weak? And because of our coldness, deadness, and languor in prayer, 
do ~e faint, a!ld are ready to give up praying. Look at David ; he 
begms to pray m a very heartless, hopeless way. "How long wilt Thou 
forget me, oh Lord, for ever?" See how he concludes: he breaks out 
in full vigour of soul-" I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath dealt 
~ountifully with rue" (Psa. xiii.). Above all, look to Jesus, who ever 
lives to pray for you. Look for His Spirit to help your infirmities 
(Rem. viii. 26).- W . .Afason. 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

III.-WEsT LONDON (continued). 

"SoHo." 

THE Church here bas an interesting history and memorable associations. 
Their splendid edifice in Shaftesbury Avenue is one of the most imposing 
belonging to the Strict and Particular Baptist denomination. It is here, too, 
where the M.A. S.B.C. transact their business and bold their committee 
meetings; likewise the Strict Baptist Mission. 

In the middle of the Eighteenth Century (1749) Richard Burnham first 
saw the light of day, being born of poor and humble parents. He grew up 
io be a gay and dissipated youth. Whilst at High Wycombe, by the grace 
of God he was converted; the preaching of Mr. Williams, a Wesleyan 
Methodist, being blessed to bis soul's health and salvation. After this, in 
his theological views, be developed what is known as Antinomianism ; 
at least, BO it was considered by some. He felt the call within him to 
preach the Gospel. After awhile, be was baptised by Mr. Thomas Davis, of 
Real.ling. In the providence of God, he was instrumental in planting the 
Baptist Church at Staines, and came to London to collect funds for a chapel 
there. While in Loudon on this errand his preaching proved so attractive 
and helpful that be was advised to come to London and settle, which he did, 
and a suitable meeting-house was secured for him in Green Walk (now 
Church Street), Blackfriars. Here a congregation was soon gathered, and e. 
Baptist Church formed in 1780. After two years' ministry here, he and e. 
number of his friends removed to Gate Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields. In the 
course of his labours at this place a charge of inconsistency and misconduct 
was brought against him, which resulted in his departure, with e. number of 
followers who clave unto him. "Salem II Chapel, EDWARD STREET, Soho, 
was secured, where much blessing and prosperity we.a enjoyed. In conse
quence of continued increase, they took Grafton Street Chapel, which we.a 
then being vacated by the Baptist Church under the ministry of Mr. John 
Martin (see August issue, p. 249, paragraph 4). This was in 1795. The 
prosperity experienced in " Salem II continued to be theirs in Grafton Street. 

On the 30th of October, 1810, Richard Burnbe.m:received the home ea.II, and 
bis remains were interred in the Tottenham Court Road Chapel-yard. 

After awhile the Church invited John Stevens to the pastorate, And I think 
I should here note that Mr. Stevens had previously been a member of this 
Church, which first sent him out to preach. At the tim11 when this call ea.me 
our friend was the pastor of e. Baptist Church e.t Boston (Lines.). He accepted 
the invitation of the Church then meeting in Grafton St.reet, West London, 
and commenced his ministry there in July, 1811. Still further blei;sing and 
increase followed, which necessitated the remove.I of the Church anri congre-
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gation to yet larger premises, whereupon they took a hall rn Y o~k Street, 
Piccadilly, in the year 1813. 

Nine years passed away, and then, as the result of a circumstance 
requiring the exercise of discipline, Mr. Stevens read his resignation from the 
pulpit on the 15th of December, 1822. Whereupon THE CHURCH, with her 
office-bearers, withdrew from the hall in a body, and occupied a chapel in Lisle 
Street, Leicester Square. 

[Mr. Stevens retained the York Street hall himself, anil formed anr,ther 
Church there, which eventuated in the one time well-known cause at 
Meard's Court.] 

After the Church's withdrawal' to the hall in Lisle Street, in September, 
1823, she invited Mr. George Comb, from Horsell, to the pastorate which Mr. 
Stevens had resigned the year before. Mr. Comb accepted the invitation, anc! 
thus became the Church's third pastor. In hie earlier days Mr. Comb had been 
powerfully impressed at a baptismal service held by Mr. Richard Burnham 
(the first pastor), which Comb had attended for the purpose of mocking at the 
sacred ordinance. In 1826 the Church obtained the lease of Soho Chapel, 
OXFORD STREET, whither she then removed. By January, 1835, the cause had 
so increased and prospered that a new chapel was built on the ea.me site, at a 
cost of £1,800. Unfortunately, there was a ground-rent of £60 a year to be 
paid. In 1839 a Sunday school was com,uenced. Mr. Comb received the 
call to the higher, holier and happier service on the 20th of February, 1841, 
after a ministry of about seventeen years. 

On the 12th of May, 1842, Mr. George Wyard was publicly recognised as 
the fourth pastor of this Church. After fourteen years' occupancy of the 
office, he resigned it in March, 1856. 

The 3rd of October, 1858, was a red-letter day in the Church's history, when 
their fifth pastor, the beloved John Pelis, commenced his labours amongst 
them. Prosperity, peace, and increase attended bis ministry. Please, dear 
reader, let it be widely known that he aided and encouraged 

OPEN•AlR PREACHING. 

At the conclusion of nearly six happy years, the Lord called His servant home, 
after only a few days' illness, in June, 1864. 

The sixth pastor and uastorate is well within the knowledge of many 
present-day folk, and needs no word from me. It was commenced 
October 4th, 1866, and ended in August, 1873. 

Then cawo that honoured and beloved servant of God, known auc1 
respected by us all of the present generation, John Box, the seventh pastor 
of what· is now so widely known as the " Soho" Baptist Church. The 
locale of the Churcb buildings is not now a western suburb of London, but 
the West Central district; and, as I noted at the commeucement of this 
paper, the noble sanctuary is a centre of interest and meeting for the 
Churches of the denomination. 

But I am anticipating ;-to resume. About 1884 a fund for the purchase 
of a freehold site was inaugurated. The freeholders of the old chapel made 
proposals which resulted in the sale of the remainder of the lease to them 
(the freeholders) for £4,600. 

In March, 1885, the Church engaged a hall in Whitfield Street. This 
tenancy lasted about three years, during which period the 

FREEHOLD 
of the site upon which the present chapel stands (described postally as 
"166, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C."), was purchased, and the Church buildings 
erected, at a total cost of £10,525. The sanctuary was dedicated to the Lord, 
and opened for public worship, in February, 1888-fifteen years ago come 
February next, 

What may be her future lot 
Well I know concerns me not. 

But I wish the Church well, and befieve the Lord will manifest Hie wise and 
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' gracious purpose concerning her coming days. In closing, I would urge all 
friends who have not yet seen the beautiful marble tablet to the memory of 
the late belo,·ed Pastor John Box to make a special journey to Shaftesbury 
Avenue for that purpose, and when they have seen it and made a careful copy 
of the inscription, I am sure they will not be angry with me for venturing 
to give them this little bit of" advice gratis." SAMUEL BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Elthe.m, Kent, November, 1902. 

"IT was an excellent saying of one of the ancients, I had rather 
have St. Paul's coat, with his heavenly graces, than the purple of kings, 
with their kingdoms. Grace is that which truly ennoblefl the soul ; it 
raises the soul up to converse with the highest a.ad with the noblest 
objects, and every man is as the objects are with wb.ich he converses: if 
the objects are noble, the man is so ; if the objects are base with which 
the man converses, the man is base. A man may better know what he 
is by eyeing the objects with which his soul does mostly converse than by 
-observing his most glorious and pompous services. 'The righteous is 
more excellent than his neighbour.' Abraham was a prince of God 
among the Hitti~s. The Jews say that those seventy persons that went 
down with Jacob into Egypt were more worth than the seventy nations 
-of the world; indeed, it is only grace that makes a man truly noble."
'J'hos. Brooks. 

OUR LEADER, 

'' He led them on safely."-Pse.lm lxxviii. 53. 

Led safely on-in His own faithful keeping, 
Kept by the power of His Almighty ce.re; 

Still guarded by His we.tchful eye unsleeping, 
From hidden ills, from every hurtful sne.re. 

Led safely on-though now by foes surrounded, 
With fearful heart engaged in closest fight ; 

At length to leave our every foe confounded. 
And triumph in the conquest of His might. 

Led safely on,--through scenes of deepest sorrow, 
Led safely on through shades of darkest night ; 

To spend for aye a sweet unveiled to-morrow, 
Where all is wree.thed in unbeclouded light. 

Led safely on-through earth-bound scenes of anguish, 
"Led forth in peace" while in life's maze we roe.m, 

Up to the land where joys ce.n never le.nguish, 
Up to the bliss of our eternal home. 

KATE STAINES. 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

A Guid.e to Church Fellowship, as 
maintained by Primitive or Strict 
and Particular Baptists.. By W. J. 
Styles. London: J. Briscoe, Banner 
Street, Bunhill Row, E.C. Price 
tbree shillin!lS nett. May be h&d 
from the Author, Elmscroft, Melrose 
Road, WeEt Hill, Wandsworth, B.W., 
poet free. 

WE give this book a hearty welcome. 
It supplios a muoh-felt need. There is 
nothing in print with which we are 
acq uo.i n ted that presents the diati ncti ve 
views held by Strict and Particular Bap
tists in so compact and iritelligant II form 
o.a they are here set forth. Mr. Styles 
gives us twerity-nine articles, mahly 
based, as he informs us, on those of Dr. 
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Gill. These articles embrace the chief I me.tely acquainted with their writings), 
points deemed essential for Church e. ripe judgment, e.nd ~lrong personal 
fellowship in that section of the Church conviction of the Scriptural character of 
to which the Author is united. They their views. Loya.I to his Master's tr11tb, 
a.re eluddated, proved from Scripture, e.s he he.a received it, not from early 
and opposite errors exposed in a mas- associations, but through deep heartfelt 
terly manner. The book itself i~ thus exercises and experiences, he unflinch
described in the preface: " This little ingly maintains it, but manifests no 
book is by no means a Body of Divinity, bitterness to those who do not hold his 
but, e.s its title states, • A G11ide to distinguishing Sl'ntiments. Believing 
Church Fellowship.' It is simply in- with all our bee.rt in the main views 
tended to present what honest and set forth by our Author, and feeling 
intelligent persons who claim tp be assured that much good will result from 
members of our Churches should be: a prayerful study thereof, we commend 
should believe: and should practice, to his book to our readers. We hop" that 
maintain their position with con- all our ~inisters will strtJ.ightway pro
tistency." Debatable (that is, among cure copies, and that a.II our thinkmg 
Strict and Particular Baptist~) topics young men also will obtain it, and 
have been a.voided with two exceptions- " ree.d, mark, learn, and inwardly 
"The Modern Millenarian Theory,'' e.nd digest" its contents. We advise also 
the popular view of the "

0

Judgment a.II who do not already possess a copy 
Day." of the same Author•~" Manual of Faith 

Modern Millene.ri!l.nism finds no favour and Practice" to get one, "nd study 
with our Author, We a.re at one with both books together. Go0d indexes, 
him in this, In relation to the great topical and textual, add greatly to the 
Day of Judgment, he does not telieve va.lue of the work. 
that the sair,ts who have passed from off 
the earth will be arraigned before "the 
great white throne;" they having been 
manifestea before the judgment seat of 
2 Cor. v. 10 (to be distinguished from 
the great white throne) immediately 
after death. Matt. xxv. 31-46 is re
garded e.e repreeentin~ the jndgment of 
those who shall be a.live when the Lord 
comes. Rev. x.x. ll, 12 is regarded as 
another event, when the dead, e.s distin
guished from the quick, whose j udgment 
is described in Matt. xxv., will be judged. 
But none of the saints who shall he.ve 
departed this life will be arraigned. They 
will be present, but not to be judged, 
but perhaps to be commended by the 
Judge in the presence of their enemies. 
This iij but the barest outline of the view 
for which our Author argues with great 
force, and acumen, be.sing his views upon 
e.n examination of the Scriptures which 
bear upon the subjeot: He thinks, per
haps, that he stands almost alone in his 
vfow of the judgment, or rather judg
ments. We have long been persuaded 
the.t much in the so-called orthodox view 
of the Day of Judgment, so fe.r as it re• 
!ates to the saints of God, is erroneous. 
Without committing ourself to all that 
he has advanced, certainly our view 
approximates to his, and is almost 
identical with respect to the position 
the saints will occupy. 

Mr. Styles brings to his task what is, 
perhaps. an unrivalled knowledge of the 
principles maintained by lee.ding modern 
Strict and Particular Baptists (at least, 
we know of no manliv:ng who is so inti• 

The Baptist Almanack and Directory 
for 1~03. London: R. Banks and 
~on, Racquet Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 
Price twopence. Interleaved edition, 
fourpence. 

THE reception of this Alme.ne.ck is like 
meeting e.n old friend. To say the 
truth, we should o[ten be in a qu ,nde.ry 
without it, and e.hould regard its dis
continue.nee with something akin to 
dismay. We note th•t this is the fi[ty• 
second year of publication. How many 
busy men have been le.id unde~ untold 
obligations by it during those fifty-two 
years. In addition to the usual alrnunuck 
information, we find lists of nll Baptist 
ministers, witb their addresses, in cbarge 
of churches in the metropolis and its 
suburb~, "xtending many miles in every 
direction; ministers without ch11rches, 
and occasionlll preachers; Church Secre
taries, Sunday School Superintendents 
and Secretaries, and Chw·ches without 
pastors. There is also e. Pr~vincie.l 
Directory, and information conc~rning 
Baptist Colleges, Societies, and lnotitu
tions, Dissenters" Marriage Law, and 
Trust Deeds of Chapels. Great ce.re bas 
been ta.ken in compiling the Dir.ctories. 
Two portraits of Baptist ministers a.re 
given, with biographical sketches, and 
some account of recently deceased 
Baptist ministers. All these, and 
several short, pithy articles, well printed 
on good pa.per, for twopence. Every 
Minister, every chapel vestry, nnd every 
Baptist household should possess a 
copy. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

WEST HAM LANE. 
SERVICES in oonneotion with the 58th 
a.nniversa.ry of this Churoh were held 
on S11nda.y, :November 30th, a.nd Tues
day, December 2nd, la.et. On Sonday 
two sermons were preached by Mr. 
Ja.s. Martin. On Tuesday a.u afternoon 
service was held, when a. sermon wa.s 
preached by pa.star E. Mitchell. The 
service wa.s well attended. Tea. wa.s 
provided after this service. At the 
meeting in the evening the oha.ir wa.s 
ta.ken by Mr, W. S. Millwood, a.nd 
a.ddres~es were given by Messrs. S. 'f. 
Belcher, J. Ha.II, A. Steele, R. E. Sears 
T. Vincent, a.nd E. White. At thi~ 
meeting, which a.lso wa.s well attended, 
opportunity wa.s ta.ken to inaugurate 
a. new scheme to raise the necessary 
funds for the erection of a. new chapel 
a.nd reference was ma.de in various wa.y~ 
by the speakers to this great work 
which has become a. necessity owing, ii 
the first place, to the need of a. more 
commodious a.nd appropriate place of 
worship, a.nd, in the next place, to the 
local e.uthority having required a. pa.rt 
of the site of the old chapel for the 
purpose of widening the thoroughfare 
in which it is situate. Pastor S. T. 
Belcher took a.s the be.sis of hid address 
Psa.. cxxii. 6, 7, '· Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem," &c. There wa.s ea.use for 
prayer, a.nd there wa.s a. beautiful 
promise attached to the injunction to 
pray. By praying we prove our love, 
a.nd if we prove oar love by praying, 
there is the promise of prosperity, and 
in the great work before us it was 
necessary that there should be prayer, 
in order that there might be prosperity; 
bot with eyes opwa.rd we could go 
forward in confidence. 

Mr. J. Hall in his address ma.de 
reference to the period of the Church's 
existence, a.nd spoke of the ra.st in 
connection with Dent. viii. 2. We were 
standing one foot on the margin of the 
past a.nd one foot on the margin of the 
future. There was no present, but God 
would be with us in the future as in the 
past. In connection with the erection 
of the new chapel, Mr. Hall gave three 
injunctions-(!) Fill the puli:;it; (2) 
Fill the place; (3) Pay your debt. With 
regard to the first, he gave counsel as to 
the important matter of the choice of o. 
pastor. As to the second, he said this was 
as much a ,Personal matter as a. rele.ti ve 
one, a.Ld his advice with regard to this 
was, "Begin with self : fill your place." 
With rt;ga,rd to the third point, he la.id 
stress on the necessity of la.boor, and 
then of trust in God. God did not 
encourage those who professed to trust 
in Him, and, me.king no self-sacrifice, 
ea.eh must learn "to labour and to 
wait," 

Mr, Steele followed in his usua.l 
interesting and telling way. He referred 
to the preparations for building, whioh 
had already been ma.de, and to the 
building whioh was to be erected, and 
spoke of the neoessity not only of 
prepare.Lion for building by getting out 
plan~, but of preparation by prayer, 
He_ t~en ~poke of t~e various sta.ges of 
bu1ld1ng ID connection with Christian 
!3ha.re.cter and of the neoessity of build
mg upon a. sure foundation-" a, tried 
Stone." _ 

Mr. R. E. Sears administered en
~onra.gement by giving Ezek. Xl!'XVi. 36, 

I the Lord have spoken it, and I will 
do it," as a. motto. Thie was the word 
of God, and God was a. King, and with a. 
King there was power. But although 
the power was God's, He worked by 
instrument, and those who thought 
God was going to do a. work, and that 
no human effort was required did not 
know their spiritual A B C, a.~d needed 
to go to school. We have no right to 
expeot God to do what we can do our
selves, and in connection with the 
work before us all could do something 

Mr. T, Vincent had a word first forth~ 
Church, and then for the unbeliever. 
To the Church he spoke OII "That 
whioh ye have already, hold f~st till I 
come." He spoke of the danger of not 
holdmg fast, because of being occupied 
with' other things; bnt the way to 
obviate this danger was to leave all 
things with God. The very necessity 
for the injunction showed that there 
was a danger to be encountered. To the 
unbeliever he spoke from Pea. v. 1. 

Mr. E White spoke on ·'The Word of 
God," and oa.lled attention to the fre
quenoy of the words in the early 
oha.pters of Acts, and the power which 
a.ttended it then, and the power which 
has attended it ever since; and after he 
had finished hie address, with some 
appropriateness the oongrega.tion sang, 
"All hail the power of Jesu's no.me." 

During the meeting Mr. Upsda.le 
reported the position of the Building 
Fund,e.nd of the efforts which had bee11 
made_ to raise the necessary funds for 
bnlldmg, and ga.ve the following 
statistics :-

Approximate a.mount required, £4,000 
Amount raised from ve.rious 

sources ..................... £2,200 
Less purchase of site oc 

new Chapel .... ........ 600 
1,600 

Leaving to be raised, a.bout £2,400 

Promises of donations were ta.ken ; 
the extent of nearly £250, and other 
funds would be raised by means of 
collecting boxes, oa.rds, and weekly 
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eubeoriptions. Further donations will 
be gratefully received by Mr. J. 
U ped .. le, 191, Ha.m Park-road, Forest 
Gate, E. 

LEYTON (OOLDSMITH·BOAD NEAR 
THOBNHILL·BOAD).-Aoting u'pon a 
snggestion received at the June anni
versary, the Church meeting as above 
decided to inaugurate eome:.Vbat of ~ 
n~w _ depart~re, in th:e ebape of epeoia.l 
m1se1on services for s1xdaye1 which took 
pl11:ce from Sunday, the 16th Nov. to 
Fnday, the 21st Nov. As exceplion 
might possibly be taken to the term 
"Mission," it may be stated here that 
the~e eerv\cee were . c_ond ucted upon 
Sor1ptnre lines, by ministers supplying 
Churches of our own dtnomination; 
there. was nothing o[ a.n exciting, 
emotional cbara.cter a.bout them the 
obief thing of note being, the employ
ment on some evenings of special hymn 
sheets compiled by Mr. Ra.muel Ba.nks. 
It was felt tba.t a.n effort ought to be 
made to rea.ch the popula.tion of this 
crowded neighbourhood, a.nd to let any 
new comers know of the existence of 
the Cha.pel, the situation of which is 
not_ jn a.s pro!Jlinent or easy-to-find 
pos1t1on as might be desired. The 
Churoh is a. email a.nd struggling one 
and it is felt tha.t more helpers a.r~ 
sorely needed to strengthen the hands 
of those on whom the burden of the 
ple.oe rests. Large posters a.nd email 
han~bille, announcing tbe mission 
s~rv1~ee were accordingly printed and 
d1str1b11ted 1 and epecia.l gatherings 
were held on Sa.turda.y evenings to a.sk 
for the Lord's blessing upon the under
taking. Although the number of 
strangers attending the meetings was 
small, and we could have wished to see 
ma.ny more, yet it is hoped that the 
effort has not been in vain while the 
promise is, ·• Cast thy brea.d upon the 
waters, for thou sbalt find it after many 
daya." It should be mentioned that the 
weather e_uddenly turned bitterly oold, 
and re~alDed so all the week, possibly 
preventlllg some from coming who 
might otherwise have been there. Mr. 
S. B. Caplin was the epea.ker for Sunda.y 
the 16th, the evening text being "Jesus 
Christ, the same yeeterda.y, a.nd

1 

to-day 
and for ever." On Monday evening ou; 
friend, Mr. A. Licence, preached from 
the words, " For this oauae also tha.nk 
we God without ceasing, because when 
ye received the Word of God, which ye 
hea.rd of ue, ye received it, not as the 
word of men, but a.e it ie in truth, the 
Word of God, which effectua.lly worketh 
a.l_eo in you tha.t believe." Tuesda.y 
night, pastor J. E. Flegg, of Wa.nds
wortb, 1re.ve uttera.nce to a discourse 
full _of Cbris_t, from the text," Thie ma.n 
reoe1veth s1Dners, and eatetb with 
them." On Wednesday evening, Mr. J. 
P, Gibbens, pastor at "Ebenezer," 

Tottenba.m, who has been a. good friend 
to the Churcb, eepecia.lly ill its earlier 
struggle, and who ha.e conducted its 
week night prea.cbing services for s~me 
yea.re, spoke from the words, "But to 
this ma.n will I look, even to him that 
ie poor, a.nd of a contrite Bpirit, and 
trembleth at My word." On Thureda.y 
evening, Mr. George Ca.plin took the 
well-known Gospel text conta.ined in 
John iii. 16, "For God so loved the 
world, tba.t He ga.ve His only begotten 
Son, tha.t whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but ba.ve everla.sting 
life." On Frida.y evenine-, Mr. H. T. 
Chilvers, pa.stor of Keppel-street, 
fittingly closed the mission by a. sermon 
on the love of God, •· Herein 1s love, not 
tba.t we lc>ved God, but that He loved 
us, !'nd sent Hie Son to be the propitia.
tion for our sine." M,.y God bless these 
mission services, a.nd ma.y other 
Chnrcbee be induced to orga.nise 
simila.r onee.-ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

SHOULDHAM-STREET, W. - We 
ba.ve age.in to record the goodness of 
God in permitting us to ca.rry on 
a.nether yea.r'e work in the Sa.bba.tb
scbool, when on Lord's-da.y, Nov. 30th, 
we celebra.ted the 26th a.nniversary, the 
pa.stor, Mr. G. W. We.Iler, preaching in 
the morning, Mr. Fells in the a.fternoon, 
a.nd Mr. Da.dswell, in tbe evening, a.ll 
of whom endea.voured to exa.lt the 
Saviour a.nd stimula.te the tfforts put 
forth on hebe.If of the young. On the 
following Tuesda.y a good number ~a.t 
down to tea., a.fter whiob a. meeting was 
held in the cha.pel, most a.bly presided 
over by our brother, Mr. I. R. Wa.kelin, 
whose sympa.tbetio a.nd very pra.otica.l 
rema.rks were much enjoyed. Brother 
Moule, of Soho, engaged in pra.yer, a.nd 
brethren E. W. Flegg, Chilvers, Fells, 
a.nd Mitchell, ga. ve suite.hie a.ddresses, 
the pa.star concluding with a. few words 
of tha.nk•, &o. We a.re plea.sed to ha.ve 
to record tba.t one dea.r sister has been 
constra.iued to join the Church during 
the yea.r, but w., feel at this importa.nt 
period of time when the religious in
struction of the young is much in 
evidence tha.t more able a.nd ea.rn.,~t 
la.bourere a.re wanted in our sohools.-
S. ROBINSON, 

BRIGHTON (PRABTHANA·SABHA).
There was held, wha.t proved a. most 
enjoya.ble a.nd, we trust, successful 
meeting, a.t 119, We•tern-roa.d, on 
Thursda.y, October 30th, the fourth 
a.nnua.l meeting of the Drigbton 
Prartbana.-sa.bha. Society, the cause a.t 
bee.rt being tha.t of the Strict a.nd 
Pa.rticula.r Baptist Miesi<'nB in India.. 
Truly the spirit of God wa.s felt to be 
resting upon the a.esembly, a.nd enjoyed 
by all the friends who were ga.tbered 
together to the number of 46. A very 
ea.tisfa.otory a.nd encoura.ging report 
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wa.s given by the secretary, which wa.s 
followed by nddresees from both the 
resigning a.nd the new president, both 
pointing out tha.t though there are 
ma.ny difficulties tha.t nhstruct, and 
many failures 8een around us of those 
tha.t ha.ve made a. profession of Christ, 
yet the work of Christ must and does 
still go on, for who can hinder it. Mr. 
Sears, President of the Pa.rent Society, 
of London. wa.s then introduced to us, 
his remarks being of a very earnest and 
enthusiastic missiona.rv spirit. He spoke 
of the urgency a.nd efficacy of prayer. 
the unity of spirit, the concentration of 
soul and mind. that is the life of God's 
people-the needs-be for those to pre
vail in our hearts when engaged in His 
work, a.nd obeying His commands. and 
to wa.it with patience for His bleseing 
to attend such efforte, for to quote his 
text, given to us for a. motto, "I the 
Lord have spoken it. and I will do it." 
Addresses Wfre also given by four other 
brethren, each giving in turn his view 
of the k,.Jeido,copic nature of the work 
of our Missionary Society. Again one 
must say, it was a stirrin::r meeting, a. 
time of refre~hin!!", a sweet help by the 
way-this.-D. FISHER. 

WALTHAMSTOW (ZION, MAYNABD
B0AD).-ln connection with the 28th 
a.nniverea.ry of the formation of this 
Church, lllr. Licence prEached two 
appropriate sermons on Lord's-day, 
October 26th. The following Tuesday 
afternoon, at 3.30, pastor E. White, of 
Woolwich, gave a. soul-edifying a.nd 
encouraging discourse upon Heh. xi. 10, 
showing the cittitude of the believer, 
"his exµectation," "his security," and 
the glory to come. A good number of 
friends µartook of tea. after which, a.t 
6.30, it was plea.sing to see Mr. E. H. 
Britton, of ~alem. Wilton-square, with 
us age.in, and occnµying the chair. The 
meeting was opemd bv singing a hymn, 
the chairman read P.,a. lxxxiv., a.nd 
paetor Gibbens, of Tottenham, led us to 
the throne of grace, and fervently 
thanked the Lord for pa.at favours, and 
pleaded earne•tly for greater blessings 
to rest upon this Chnroh a.nd people in 
the future. Pa.etor E. White having to 
attend another meetin!!", here gave a. 
brief but profita.ble address upon the 
blessedness of dwelling in God's house ; 
its present privilegee a.nd future proF
pect~. The secretary (brother J. 8ha.rpe) 
reported that peace and unity existed in 
th" Church ; tbe Sunda.y-,chool waH 
still in a flourishing condition, but two 
or three more tea.cherR were mnch 
required. The Wednesde.y evening 
prayer - meding ha.u been better 
attendc,d, and the diatribution in the 
neighbourhood of l'ltecring Words hue! 
been well carried out. ·, he fina.uci,d 
account shew,ed a deficit. Brother H. C. 
Turnpenny (treasurer) made a. few 1 

oheerful a.nd pleasant remarks relating 
to the Ca.use genera.Hy. The chairman 
dilated upon " How amiable a.re Thy 
courts!" and in his ha.ppy way gave 
good counsel, a.nd urged the neoessity 
for more zeal and energy in the service 
of God. Brother H. Ackland very 
thoughtfully directed attention to Song 
of Solomon iii. 6. beholding the "ex
hortation," "the special presence of 
Christ,'' ate Pastor Clarke (of Salem) 
considered Paa. xiii., last verse, in rela
tion to the oonflicts of the believer a.nd 
his times of comfort a.nd praise. Pastor 
B. T. Da.le dwelt upon the "Bond of 
affection," a.nd although various oom
pa.risons were ma.de, said there was 
none like Jesus, who was a Friend that 
loveth at all timee. Pastor F. C. Holden 
(a.n old friend of the Cause) was en a.bled 
to speak very acceptably upon Matt. 
xxiii. 8, " Be not called Rabbi," etc., 
showing Christ to ~e the true Master 
a.nd Teacher, and that all rea.l la.sting 
blessings for the soul must flow down 
to us from Him. Brother Licence dwelt 
upon 1 These. ii. 13, "For this ea.use also 
thank we God," etc., upon which suit
able remarks were made upon the 
"Message : its reception, and the 
result." The collections a.teach of the 
services were good. Through the kind
nes• of the chairman a.nd the generosity 
of a few other friends, by giving the 
Ca.use a.dditiona.l donations, the defi
ciency in the funds already referred to 
wa.s entirely liquida.ted,for which favour 
a.II were thankful. Prayer by the 
chairman brought thePe happy services 
to a. close, and the friends in dispersing 
felt they could" praise God from Whom 
all bles•ings flow." 

FORMATION OF CHURCH AT 
SWANSCOMBE. 

ON December llth, a tea and public 
meeting wa.s held in the new meeting 
room, when thirteen friends were 
united a.nd formed into a. Church by Mr. 
F. Sha.w, pastor of the Church a.t Bond
street, Hrighton. At 6 o'clock ~he 
friends took tea. together, after which 
.Ms. Sha.w gave a.n a.ddresR briefly 
reviewing the pa.at history of the Ca.use 
in which he ha.d laboured for twenty 
yeare. Then having invoked the Divine 
blessing, the friends testified their belief 
in a.nd adherence to the rules a.nd 
articles of faith which a.re held by the 
Church a.t Hand-street, Brighton. 
Brethren Simmonds and Prince were 
then elected to serve a.a des.cons. 

The public meeting was then opened 
by Mr. 8. H. Brown reading Phil. i. and 
prayer. Mr. Shu.w stated the" Nature 
of a Gospel Church," showing that its 
membero were called out of the world, 
,epa.rated unto and joined to the Lord, 
and to one another , tha.t they were 
agreed in motive, aim, testimony. and 
constituted witnesses for the Lord. 
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There were only two ordinances, 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, to •hew 
that they were dead to the world and 
alive unto God. Mr. Brown then spoke 
from Isa, xxxiii, 2, after which the 
ordinance of the Lord's Suppl!r and 
Benediction brought the interesting 
and happy meeting to a close. 

S. H. B. 

consolat,on in a time of keen trial. 
Dllring the meeting a wire was received 
from the pastor, wishing the meeting 
God's presence and blessing with refer
ence to Pa.,.lm ciii. The collections 
amounted to £14 14s. 6d. 

CLERKEcifWELL (MOUNT Zro~, 
CHADWELL·STREET).-The 51st anni
versary was celebrated on December 

STRATFORD (GURNEY-ROAD).- 14th and 16th. The congregations and 
Ser'!ices to commemorate the 33rd anni- collections were very good, and the 
versary Wt-re held on Lord's-day, Nov. Gospel provisions dispensed were all of 
23rd, wh'.:n Mr. H. T: Chilvero preac'bed the best. On Lord'o-day morning our 
morning from Matt. vii. 11, opecially pastor made mention of the loving
emphasising the precions truth,•· How kindnesses of the Lord (Isa. !xiii. 7) in 
much more •hall your Father which is a way that awakened many respon3ive 
in heaven give good things to them that echoes in the hearts of the listeners,a.nd 
ask Him?" and in the evening from Mr. Mn timer was well heard in the 
Sol. Song iii. 9, 10, setting forth the love evening from I.a. !xii. 10. We were re
of Jesus as manifested in the glorious minded by the illness of Mr. Kern, who 
Gospel. On Tuesday afternoon, 25th, was announced to preach on the Tues
Mr. Jones, of New Cross, in his sermon, day afternoon, that we ought to ~iry in 
based his remarks on 1 Cor. x. 13, relation to all our arrang-ements ·• if the 
"There bath no temptation ta.ken you Lord will," we shall do this or that. We 
but such as is common to n:.an : but regretted the absence of our brother 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you and its cause, but his 11\ck of service 
to be tempted above that ye are able; was well supplied by Mr. Bush, who 
but will make a way of escape, that ye took for his text Cant. i. 13, ''A bundle 
may be able to bear it." The discourse of myrrh ie My well-beloved unto Me," 
was most applicable to the oircnm- &c. The discourse was redolent of the 
stances of trial through which the savour of that Name which is as oint
Ohnrch is passing, in regard to their ment poured forth. We were reminded 
loved pastor's very severe illness, and 1t that myrrh is pre1Jious, pleasant, per
came as a word of encouragement and fuming, preserving, medicinal, beauti
blessing to mauy. Tea we.a served to fying, dioinfecting, and was one of the 
the friends in the Chapel, after which ingrerlients in that holy anointing oil 
F. J, Moule, E8q., very ably presided at which was prepared under God's ex
the public meeting in the evening, and press directions for the exclusive pur
in his opening remarks referred in vose of conoecration. So a precious 
sympathetic terms to the sad affliction of Christ is All in all to His people, and 
the pastor, Mr. E. Marsh. A like feeling He was bruised that they might 
was manifest throughout the whole partake of the heavenly unction and 
meeting, both from 8pea.kers and hearers, becume kings and priests to God. Can 
and the since1e hope expressed, that we say, A bundle of myrrh is my Well
God would again raise our dear pastor beloved unto 111e? The schoolroom 
up and restore him to his fo.mily, wao well filled at· te1L-time, and the 
Church, and to his loved work of preach- eveniug meeting, presided over by our 
ing the Gospel. The secretary, brother p1Lstor, was bright 1Lud profitable. Mr. 
J. H. Rider, read a brief report for the Fells told us how on the previous 
past year, which was followed by Saturday morning he had seen written 
excellent and spiritually conceived on the wall a question, Is God love'/ 
addresses by the following brethren:- and that led him to his text, '' God iH 
brother Mutimer, from Gen. xxii. 2, the love." Hearts crushed and weary 
test and triumph of the faith of might be tempted to doubt the fact, 
Abraham. Brother White, John xiv. aucl with such we deeply sympathise; 
"Let not your heart be troubled." Tbe but wheu the love of God io shed abroad 
absence of God, the cause of greatest in our heart by the Holy Spirit we oan 
trouble; with His presence, trouble believe and rejoice in the marvellous 
vanishes, &c. Brother Sears, Psalm truth that the just and Holy Ono has 
lxviii. 19, "Blessed be the Lord who revealed on Calvary, in grace and in 
daily loadeth us with benefits." Brother Providence, His boundless everlasting 
Chilvers, Rom. viii. 18, "For I reckon love. A good man m the country, who 
that the sufferings of this present time always went to prayers at 12 o'clock iu 
are not worthy to be compared with the tho day, once found himself '' flooded 
glory whioh •shall be revealed in us;" with the love of God till he ,eemed 
and brother Jones, on the goodness and himself to be transformed from a lump 
faithfulness of God. There was a of sin into a lump of love." · Suoh ex
beautiful consensus of thought and periences can never be forgotten: we 
feeling throughout all the addresses, I love Him because He first l?ved U" •. ~r. 
which proved a word of strength and I Chilvers took up the strain of D1vme 
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love with the precious word•, "Chri•t 
loved the Church and gave Himself for 
it," referring to the close 1md bles•ed 
relationship between Christ and His 
people which nothing ca.n snnder 
without or within. Mr. Mutimer 
followed, briefly referring- to e. time of 
sorrow when he could not ree.lise that 
God we.s love, and felt da.rk and 
wretched in the extreme, until he 
opened e.n old Gospel Herald, and 
canght sight of the word•. "Where is 
love? On the throne." ·• Whe.t is love 
doing-?" And, amonll" other things, 
" smiting and bereai•i11g" were men
tioned. His hea.rt was melted, the snare 
wa.s broken and he was brought to bow 
before the Lord, whose ways, however 
mysterioue, are alwe.ys gracious to His 
children. "Teach me Thy way, 0 
Lord" (Psa.. lxxxvi. 11) formed the 
ha.sis of the subsequent addre•s. This 
verse shows us religion in the head, the 
heart, and the feet. Blessed a.re they 
who a.re ta.ugtt of the Lord, e.nd •o a.re 
all who thus can pray. Mr. Dolhey 
spoke npon the presence, the promise, 
and the power of God combining to 
me.ke His people blessed ; His gracious 
presence wherever llis people a.re 
gathered together, His e.11 compre
hensive promise of eternal life to e.ll 
His own, and that Omnipotence of 
which it is asked, Is there e.nything 
too hard for the Lord 1 Happy, indeed, 
are the people whose God is so gracious 
and yet so great. The crowning point 
wa.s reached when Mr. Bush e.nnounced 
as his theme the inspiring exhortation, 
"0 give thanks unto the God of 
heaven, for His mercy endareth for 
ever" (Psa. cxxxvi. 26), and pastor, 
people, a.nd oar kind friende, who he.d 
come to cheer ns with their presence 
and sympathy, could e.ll unite in sing
ing with heart and voice, "Praise God 
from whom e.ll blessings flow."-ONR 
OF THE FLOCK, 

NUNHEAD GREEN.-" I will work, 
and who ehall let it 1 " These words 
were fastened upon our mind on 
Thureday, November 27th, when two 
sisters a.nd a brother followed the Lord 
in His own appointed way-Believers' 
Baptism. Oar pastor preached a Christ
exalting eermon from the words found 
in 2 Cor. v. 14. He spoke of the love of 
Christ (1) in condescension, (2) in 
humiliation, (3) in demonstrative in
fluence, (4) in effectual salvation. The 
following Sunday evening our pastor 
again gave ua a feast of fat things 
from Ezek. xxxiv. 16. He spoke of 
Christ (1) as the Seeker, (2) as the 
Restorer, (3) as the Healer, (-1) as the 
Strengthener. We indeed felt it wos 
good to be there, and thenk Go:l for 
such faithful testimony. May our 
pastor be Jong preserved in our midst 
to unfurl the bloodstained banner of 

the cross. and may he have many sea.ls 
given him for his ministry, e.nd souls 
1or his hire. We believe that many 
in our midst a.re asking the way to 
Zion., with their faces thither ward, and, 
thus encouraged, we go on our way 
rejoicing, taking up the strain of the 
poet-
.. My soul shall pray for Zion still, 

While life and breath remains; 
There my best friends, my kindred dwell, 

There Christ my Savionr reigns,'' 
-E.E.B. 

STEPNEY (REHOBOTB).-By the 
grace of God we were fe.voured to cele
brate the 28th anniversary of the re
opening of this sanctuary on Lord's
day, November 9th. Our pastor, Mr. J, 
Parnell, preached in the morning from 
"Having therefore obtained help of 
God, I continue unto this day, witness
ing both to small and great, saying 
none other things than those which the 
prophets and Moses did say should 
come : that Christ should suffer, e.nd 
that He should be the first tba.t should 
rise from the dead, and should show 
light unto the people, and to the Gen
tile~." He considered the text in the 
following order: Cl) Pa.al called to a 
great work; (2) Paul is sustained in 
bis new occupation; (3) Paul is con
scious of his indebtedness to an all-wise 
Sovereign. In the evening he continued 
his discourse from the same text, dwel
ing (1) on the source of his perse
verance, (2) the line of his testimony. 
(3) the harmony of his deductions, (ij 
the ne.ture and topic of his ministry. 
On the following Tuesday Mr. E. White 
delivered an excellent discourse in the 
e.fternoon from Heh. xii. 22, 23. A good 
company of friends remained to tea.. 
The evening service was presided over 
by Mr. F. T. Newman, who read Isa. 
lxii. Mr. W. Harris offered earnest 
prayer. Our chairman was most con
siderate, only occupying a. few minutes 
in his address, with the ohjeot of giving 
the speakers plenty of time; a kindly 
word of cheer for pastor and people 
concluded hie remarks. Mr. E. White 
then spoke from " For a.e a young man 
marrieth a virgin, •o shall thy sons 
marry thee : and as the bridegroom 
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy 
Gud rejoice over thee.'' He ea.id that we 
marry out of choice, love, for helpful
ness, companionship. The Church 
wants your help,e.nd you the Church's; 
I like to share in the Church's blea
sings, to have close heart intorcours&-
heart with heart, mind with mind. The 
chairman here remarked : It is only 
walking in the right path to be con
nected with the Ohurch of God. Mr. T. 
Jones addressed us from, "And they 
shall call them the holy people, the 
redeemed of the Lord : and thou shalt 
be called, sought out, a city not 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 33 

forea.ken." God's people ha.ve been I a.re yon, a.m I, the ma.n? Pra.yer by the 
stripped of their own righteoneness, chairma.n closed this mnst enjoya.ble 
their filthy ra.gs, a.nd ha.ye been clothed ' meeting,-HAYTER SCRIVENER, 
in the righteousness of the enthroned __ 
Lord; they a.re not only the holy 
people, but they a.re the redeemed of STRATFORD (GURNEY ROAD), 
the Lord. Ha.ve ever you thonght of AND ITS PASTOR. 
the oostliness of the redeemed price
the preoions blood of J esne Christ? 
What a mighty lever is that which 
lifts the beggar from the dnnghill and 
makes him to sit with the princes of 
God's people. I believe the whole 
business of the pastor of the Church is 
to seek ont that which is lost. Mr. 
F. C. Holden disooursed on '' Great is 
the Lord, and greatly to be praised in 
the city of onr God, in the mounta.in of 
His holiness." He eaid: Who oan say 
how great He is, since He is deolared to 
be incomprehensibly great? He is so 
tlreat that none can be compared to 
Him. Some men have great oa.pacity of 
mind, it is all acquired in a sense. ·rhe 
Lord is great in Himself-essentially 
great, everlastingly great-grea.t in 
power, wisdom, goodness. " 0 the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God I" He is greatly 
to be praised in all His works and ways. 
By whom is He to be praised? By those 
for whom He has done great things. 
Mr, Jae. Clark dwelt on" My presence 
shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest." He said: We want nothing 
better than this to live bv and to die 
by, He spoke of the new life, the path
way, the jonrney, the oompanion in the 
jonrney, the destiny, the rest promised. 
He remarked that the children of Israel 
had been in Egypt. but God had won
drously redeemed them from the yoke 
of the oppressor. Do we not see in that 
redemption the redemption of the 
Lord's people by His Son? Mr. H. F. 
Noyes spoke from "Yonr feet enod with 
the preparation of the Gospel of peaoe." 
He said : These shoes are of Ood's de
sign, they "re well-fitting shoes, they 
Me durable. I have walked in these 
Gospel shoes over sixty years, they have 
not worn out; I don't want any new 
oboes ; I hope to walk in them while 
here below. They are weather-proof; 
you oan walk, run, and work in them. 
Abraha.m and all the patriarohs walked 
in them; they are ~easonable, suitable 
to all the days of our life. Our pastor 
addressed us from " Blessed is the man 
to whom the Lord will not impute 
sin." He remarked: Justification was 
the same before the law: Abraham was 
justified before he was oironmoised. 
When did bleesednesij oome npon 
Abraham? He believed God, and it was 
aooounted unto him for righteousness. 
Justifioation is the same under the lawJ 
the same after the law. We are blessea 
with a new nature, being born 
again, blessed with new titles, new 
promises, new privilege~. new assooia
tione. God's Word individualizes us-

THE Cb.nroh at Gurney-road is 
greatly tried by tbe serious illness o1 
tb.e pastor, Mr. E. Marsh. Arrange• 
ments are being ma,:le to snpply th?. 
pnlpit up to the end of April, by which 
time it i• hoped the pa.stor, by the bless
ing of God upnn the means employed, 
will be restored to health and strength, 
and again resume his loved employment 
in the M~ster'sserviceand the oversight 
of the Churoh. It ha• been evide::it for 
some time past that Mr. Mush was fa.r 
from well. He has never spa.red him
~elr in serving the Churches: indeed, 
his naturally enthusiastio spirit has led 
him to labonr beyo:i.d his etreng-th. 
Thie (together with eevernl serions 
illnesses which hie beloved partner in 
life has suffered from, with the 
threatened loss of her sight, and illnesses 
which other members of hie family 
have been afflioted with) has quite 
exha.usted hie nervous energy. In the 
na.ture of things, under the most 
fa.vourable oiroumsta.ncee, it will be 
some months before our esteemed 
brother and oollea.gue will be fit for 
work again. He has been away a.t 
Hastings for five weeks, Bnd returned to 
London on December 2-lth. By the order 
of the phyaioian he is gomg to Brighton 
for a month or two. Up to the present 
we are unable to record any deoided 
improvement, but we hope eonn to have 
a better aocount to render. Mental rest 
is one of the phyeioian'e ohier prescrip
tions. It will, therefore, for the preaent 
be the greatest kindness in friends not 
to trouble him with letters, or com
munio11.tione of any kind. As soon as he 
is euffioiently reatored to enter into 
oorrespondence, that fact shall be 
notified to all friends. We are glad to 
be able to state that our brother is kept 
in a oalm restful state of mind, and is 
enabled to leave himeelr, and all that 
oonuerne him, in the hands of hie 
gracious, fa.ithful, covenant-keeping 
God, assured that all is well. He desires 
hie Christian love to all kind friends 
and reo.der• of the Maga.zine. and his 
regret at not being able to communioate 
with them through its pages as he ha.a 
been wont to do,and which has so often 
been refreshing to his own spirit, We 
are sure that much sympathy with our 
brother is felt in the Churches. Yet 
we venture to commend him to our 
readers, and ask them to remember him 
in their supplications and interoeesione 
at" the th!one of grace;" 11lso his deo.r 
partner in life, herself eoaroely out of 
the furnace of persona.I a.ffliotion, and 
now so deeply afflicted in tbe person of 
her dear husband, and the ohildren, so 
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many of whom are dependent upon 
their father. We trust, too, that the 
Church at Gurney-road will not be for
gotten, and especially ask that its 
officers, upon whom the principal 
burden and responsibility devolve~, may 
be remembered before the Lord, and 
borne up by the prayers of the people 
at le.rge. With a new schoolroom in 
immediate cont!mplation, to lose the 
services and guidance of their p><•tor at 
this juncture i~ doubly trying. Yet our 
God is all-sufficient, and it will not 
surpa~~ His ability to overrule this to 
ns untoward event for the good of all 
concerned. May He graciously be 
pleaeed to cause it to be a furtherance 
.. nd not a hindrance to the work of the 
Church, and to get praise to His own 
holy name. Should any further in
formation concerning our brother be in 
our power to give before we go to press, 
it will be found on the cover.-E. M. 

MIXISTERIAL CONFERENCE. 
ON Friday, Nov, 14th, most interesting 
meetings were held in Mount Zion 
Chapel, Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell. 
The meetings owed their inception to 
Mr. T. Jones, pa.tor of the Church at 
Zion, New Cros9. Like Nehemiah, 
when building the walls of Jeru•e.lem, 
be saw that the brethren were'' sepa
rated upon the wall, one far from 
another." He did not consider that 
independency, and the oongrei:-ational 
order of the Churches, necessarily 
meant isolation, and he determined to 
try to get his ministerial brethren 
together, to promote Christian union 
and spiritno.lity of mind. It was not a 
mere social gathering that he intended. 
but a meeting together for spiritual 
profit and uplifting. No fair minded 
man. conversant with the state of the 
Church at large, or of Strict an<l Par
ticular Baptist Churches in particular, 
can possibly question that there is great 
need of a epir,tue.1 revival-not a fleshly, 
carnal, merely emotional upatirring, 
which usually quickly subsides, and 
le!l.vee things far worMe than it found 
them, but a Spirit-wrought reviving 
of real religion in the bee.rte of God's 
children, to be followed by the lengthen
ing of the cords, and the strengthening 
of the stakes of Zion, and a breaking 
forth on the right hand, and on the 
left. The existing state of thingH was 
before the mind, and weighed upon the 
heart, of Thomas Jones. After prayer
ful thought it appeared to him that a 
step in the right direction would be 
hken if ministerial brethren could be 
got together for prayer and conference. 
As Mr. Jones does not belong to the 
clasM of people, which may be denomi
nated the dreamy section, who simply 
dream of schemes, but never put them 
in to operation, but rather to the prac
tical portion, as soon as he was con-

vinced of the desirability of the 
11:athering, he at onoe took steps to 
bring it about. Hie efforts were 
crowne.f with success ; for the gather
ings, though not large in numbers, 
were characterised by a spirit of 
love, e:i.rnestness, and devotion. Much 
prayer was offered, praises were pre
sented to God, instructive and devout 
papers were read and discussed, and it 
was felt by all present that spiritual 
profit bad been obtained. So strong 
was this feeling in the hearts of those 
who took part in the iratherings that 
they unanimously reaolved that similar 
l!'"-theringe Rhonld, God willing, take 
place in Feb. 1903. It was determined al8o 
to invite brethren to be present who were 
not engaged in ministerial work, as it 
was deemed desirable that others beside 
ministers should partake of the benefit; 
and it wo.s thought, too, that while the 
pulpit ordinarily taught the pew, yet 
the pew might on occaion te .. ch the 
pulpit some things, as all God's children 
have their proper gifts of God. Any
way it was felt desirable that the pew 
should have an opporj;unity to express 
its viewd concerning the pulpit. The 
o.rrangements had been so well curied 
out by Mr. Jones in the case of the first 
Conference, it was decided to leave the 
arranging of the second one entirely in 
hie hands, save that it was to be held at 
the same place, Mount Zion Chapel, 
Chadwell-street, it being deemed the 
most convenient of access of any o.vail
able meeting place. At the request, 
therefore, of o.ll present Mr. Jones 
undertook to arrange all matters in 
connection therewith. The writer 
being one of those present at the 
meeting, which he felt to be both en
joyable and profitable, ventures to ex
press the hope that the next meeting 
may be far more largely attended, and 
that even richer blessings may be 
experienced at it. That Zion is in o. low 
state generally is evinced by the many 
di visions that exist, the loose way in 
which the truths of the Gospel are 
held, the worldliness and carnality 
which so largely prevail, the dwindling 
congregations, the lack of power in the 
ministry, the fewness of converts, and 
the shallow nature of their experience. 
That there are exoeptions to this general 
state of things is gladly recognized and 
rejoiced in, but surely the signs of decay 
are but too manifest. "By whom shall 
Ja.cob a.rise, for he is small ? " A 
gathering for prayer and confidence 
may seem a very small thing in the 
eyes of Home. Yet let it be rem~mbered 
that God works by small and o.ppa.rently 
contemptible means to o.ooomplieh His 
great and mighty purposes. It is vain 
to cry, "The temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord are these." An awakening is 
needed. It must be sought from God in 
earnest and united prayer, and not 
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e.ttempted to be brought e.bout by 
eenee.tione.l methods of hume.n devising. 
If there be those who objeot to the 
ge.thering of ministers e.fter the m<J.nner 
the.t has been indioe.ted, let them show 
ne "e. more excellent we.y." But if they 
he. ve nothing better to propose let them 
nnite with their brethren in seeking e. 
blessin11; at the he.ndB of onr gracious 
God. Me.y these conferences be presided 
over by the Holy Spirit, o.nd prove to be 
mee.ns of richest blessing to e.11 that 
e.ttend them, me.y the living fire of 
~re.ce ce.toh hold of the hee.rts of God's 
own people e.nd epree.:i mightily, "e.nd' 
God, even oar God shall bless n~, God 
ehe.ll bless ns, e.nd all the ends of the 
ee.rth shall fee.r Him." "The Lord 
he.sten it in His own time;" BO pre.ye
ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

PRELIMil'il'ARY NOTICE OF SECO~D 
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE. 

The following notice relating to the 
proposed second ministerie.l conference 
reached us from Mr. Jones some de.vs 
previous to the report given abovf'. We 
he.ve placed it immediately after the 
report. We were ourself present at the 
ge.theringe referred to e.nd can endorse 
whe.t is said e.bout their spiritual and 
reviving character, anrl devoutly pray 
that the second conference may carry a 
yet greater blessing in its bosom for the 
brethren attending it, and the Churches 
generally.-En. 

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE. 

The fragrance of the meetings held 
on November 14th in Mount Zion 
Chapel, Chad well-street, is still fresh to 
the mind and memory or those who 
were present. We propose, God willing, 
holding e. second oonferenoe at the 
se.:ne ple.oe on· Fride.y, Februe.ry 13th, 
1903, when we fervently hope the.t our 
brethren will make e. specie.I tiffort to 
attend, even ir e.t the oo•t or some self
denio.l e.nd se.orifice. Full particulars 
will be given in the next month's issue 
of the '' E. V. & G. H." 

All oommunioatione should be ad
dressed to pastor T. Jones, 90, Shardeloes
roe.d, New Cross, S.E. 

( Hon. Seo.) showing that 10,205 meals 
had been given dnring the winter 
months, making a total of 20:l,53! since 
the formation of the Society, and 2,072 
children sent to the sea.side for a week's 
holide.y in the snmmer months. Mr. G. 
W. Wilson (Hon. Treasurer), read the 
cash e.cconnt showing a balance in hand 
of £7 93. 7½d. The adoption of the 
reports was moved by Mr. W. J. Nash, 
and seconded by Mr. Da.wson, e.nd 
agreed to. The officers and committee 
were re-elected, a.nd e.ppee.ls con
sidt>red and granted for over 8.000 mee.ls 
to the end of the yee.r. The Kmg and 
the Prince of Wales bad graciously sent 
done.tions, and Me,srs. Rothschild their 
e.nnu!lol subscription of £50. 

ZION CHRISTMAS DINNER FUND.
The committee met on Dec. 8,h, when 
£ 73 was paid in, and over 170 sets of 
Christmas dinner tickets distributed to 
poor and deserving families, entitling 
them to bre!lod, floor, coals, grooary, a.nd 
meat. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 

THE New Yee.r sees no less than 1,630 
aged pilgrims upon the Society's books, 
the largest number yet reported. The 
payment of the pensions to these poor 
and needy ones entails an expenditure 
of £12,300 per e.nnum, e.nd to meet this. 
the ordinary income is inadequate. The 
Committee e.ppee.le to e.11 who love the 
Lord's poor, to become supporters of 
this work, whioh for 97 years has been 
so useful, and is now more extensive 
than ever before, the pensioners living 
in all parts of the country from the 
Shetland Isles to the Land's End, and 
from the West of Ireland to Ea.st Anglia. 

• • 
* The funds are not we.~ted on the idle, 

who by working could remedy their 
own want, but they afford relief to un
avoidable suffering and distresso.mongst 
those of the Lord's people, who through 
advancing years and aocumulo.ting in
firmitil\B oan no longer earn a livin~, 
and who have ree.ohed the ond of thetr 

~EW OROSS (ZION).-The llth anni- slender temporal resources. These 
versary of the B1rnd of Hope we.s oele- "hidden ones·• of the Lord Rhrink from 
brated on Nov. 25th, 1902, when a tea publicity, and would ro.ther suffer in 
and pnblio meeting was held, pre~ided seoret than lift up their voice in the 
over by Mr. J. G. W. Alford. The streets. , • 
annual report was read by Miss • , 
Godfrey (Hon. Seo.), and the bale.noe Several of the pensionera are blind; 
sheet by Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong others have been lonir bedridden. M1rny 
(President). Addresses were given by ha.ve for more the.n 50 years walked in 
pe.store A. E. Brown (Pimlioo), T. the path of Christian discipleship, and 
Henson (Woolwich), e.ne1 prizes die- the life-stories of note. few are striking 
tributed by Mrs. W. H.Rose (Woolwioh). instances of God's oonverting graoe. 
The annnal meeting of the Robin Some have been reduoed from affluence 
Sooiety was held (by permission) on to penury. A man of 80 me.no.gee to 
Tuesday, Deo. 9th, Mr. T. G. C. earn 53. weekly by breaking stone~; the 
Armstrong (Chairme.n), presided. The women struggle hard by needle and 
report we.a presented by Mr, W. Barnett I laundry work e.nd other oocapation~, to 
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make a livelihood, but the tired eyes 
and aohing arms warn them that their 
energies are well nigh spent. 

•• • 
The Homes continue to shelter 180 of 

the aged recipients. The life-stories of 
the inmates are often interesting. 
Storms have been encountered, steep 
hills have been climbed, age and sorrow 
have whitened their hair, and wrinkled 
their faces, but they have proved the 
word, " Thy shoes shall be irc>n and 
brass, and as thy days so shall thy 
strength be." The visits of friends, and 
especially young people, are always 
welcome, and youth and age often meet 
s.t the Homes at Camberwell, Hornsey 
Rise, Stamford Hill, and Brighton. 

(lion.e Jom.e. 
H. W. BOATWRIGHT. 

The Church at West-hill, Wands
worth, have sustained a sad and sudelen 
bereavement by the death on Saturday 
evening, Dec. 20th, of their deacon, Mr. 
H. W. Boatwright, beloved and re
spected by all. We hope to publish 
further particulars C'.lncerning the 
departed next month. The prayers of 
the saints are asked for widow and 
children in their affliction.-F. I. D. 

MB, H. MYERSON, 

formerly pastor at" Shalom," the Oval, 
Hackney-road. was called up higher on 
Friday, Dec. 19th. He had preached at 
East Ham on the previous Lord's-day, 
though far from well at the time. On 
the Tuesday he became much worse, 
and expired on the Friday afternoon. 
Our brother bas left an aged widow 
totally unprovided for. We expect 
some further particulars to be supplied 
us for next month's issue. 

MB. JOHN VERDON, 

of Laxfield, Suffolk, was taken to his 
eternal rest on August 24th, 1902. Our 
dear brother was called early in life to 
the knowledge of himself as a sinneri 
and to realize Jesus as his own persona 
Saviour. He was haptized by his beloved 
pastor. Mr. R E. Sears, and he lived a 
life that testified that he was born again. 
It could truly be said of him that his 
was a heart religion, a religion of the 
week-day, as well as the Sabbath ; he 
was in daily life found seeking "first 
the kingdom of God, and His rigbteouF• 
nese" having faith in his God that," all 
othe'r things would be added unto him." 
He died as he had lived, a firm believer 
in the doctrines of free and sovereign 
grace. In reading he would always 
prefer to study the Book of books (the 
Bible), and lived upon the truths con
tained therein, and was permitted to 
enjoy much of the spirit of the Master. 
Our brother was never ashamed to own 

whose he was, and whom he served, and 
when in the company of worldly men 
(to which his daily occupation called 
him) would speak out clearly for the 
Master, and make his stand for Jesus. 
One incident occurred which the writer 
would record. The night on whioh he 
was baptized, a young man was led out 
of curiosity to go and witness the 
ordinance, and God was pleaeed to bring 
that soul to a saving knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, through goinp; to 
see our brother baptized. Our brother 
knew well the meaning of the text, 
"Through much tribulation ye must 
enter the kingdom." Never was he 
known to be absent, when opportunity 
permitted, from God's house to pray and 
p_raise. His prayers were ever enjoyed. 
For nineteen years in succession he 
attended the meetings of the Suffolk 
and Nor folk Association, being known to 
some of the minister•. Often he was led 
to speak in the name of our Lord, and 
told the story of the cross to immortal 
souls. His last illness was very painful, 
and caused great suffering, but he was 
favoured with much of King Jesus' 
presence, and bore up with great forti
tude, and was resigned to the will of his 
God. He lost hiR dear wife some few 
years before, and she died a true 
believer in Jesus, a member of the same 
Church, and testified during her life 
that she had been with Jesus and learnt 
of Him. A few days before his death 
he said to those at his bedside that he 
had been a sinner, but could rejoice that 
hie sine were forgiven him, and that he 
was resting wholly on Jesus for support 
through the '' valley of the shadow of 
death," and felt that be should soon be 
there. During his illnes~ be qnoted 
many i;e.sAagee of Soripture, one being 
the 23rd Psalm, and nearly his last 
words were, that he felt quite happy, 
and qnoted the text." Be et1ll,and know 
that I am God" (Psa. xlvi. 10). We 
sympathise with those of hie dear 
family who mourn o. Jose that earth 
oannot oompensate. The writer is glad 
to state that seven of our brother's 
family are resting alone upon our once 
orooified Lord (upon their father's and 
mother's God) for their eternal salva
tion, and he prays that God will be 
pleased soon to bring the other two to 
believe on J eeus as the Son of God, and 
rest on His finished work for their soul's 
safety, and would add, that God says, 
"I will be a Father to the fatherless, and 
as a mother comforteth so will I comfort 
you," and olo~e with the prayer that 
many more like our de&r brother, may 
live and testify, as he did by his life, 
that, 
"Troe religion's more tbnn notion, 

Something must be known ana felt," 
e.nd that it is something to live for, as 
well as to die for, and to God shall be 
the praise. 



Qi.oob' Juqq~u. 
BY E. MITCIIELL. 

"Then t.hou ehalt have good euccess."-Josh. i. 8. 

A MORE difficult task has, perhaps, with the exception of Moses, 
never fallen to the lot of man than that which was before Joshua 

at the time to which our text refers. He was to lead Israel into the 
possession of the promised land. But the land was already occupied by 
warlike tribes, with strongly defended cities, and all the instruments 
known to warfare in those days, while the tribes of Israel were but little 
acquainted with war, armed in an inferior way, and hampered with 
their families and flocks. Under the circum;itances we are not surprised 
to find many encouragements, mixed with exhortations to be strong and 
of a good courage, given to Joshua. It was no ordinary invasion that 
he was leading, bot the hosts of God, and the Lord of hosts was really 
the Leader. But Joshua is not only encouraged and strengthened to 
fight against the Canaanites, hot also to cleave to all the testimonies 
and troth of God. This is a conflict in which every believer must en
gage, and it requires no small amount of courage and resolution to hold 
fast the truth of God, and abide by it, under all circumstances, as every 
child of God proves daring his earthly pilgrimage. 

Bot our text speaks of "good success." Every one wishes to be 
successful, and all deprecate failure. Yet how many failures are to be 
met with in life, and in the professing Church also. A careful obser
vation of the whole of the verse from which thP. words we are considering 
is taken will teach us how good success may infallibly be secured ; for, 
though spoken originally to Joshua, this "Scripture is not of any private 
interpretation." A special applicatien to Joshua it certainly had, but 
it aleo applies to µe. We may see it writ large in Joshua's history, but 
if not so conspicuous in all the family, it is equally true of all The 
elements of good success are plainly declared-written so that "he who 
reads may run "-feeding upon the Word of God, and walking according 
to its directions, are the sure road to real prosperity, and "good success." 
If, then, we would have good success we must • 

CONSTANTLY MEDITATE UPON THE WORD OF GOD. 

Joshua had but a small portion of the sacred record. It must be 
presumed that he was familiar with the part which he possessed. 
Moreover, he had a persoilal knowledge of much that was written 
therein, and had even been a foremost actor in some of the events re
corded. But all this, and the added fact that he had a large 
measure of the Spirit. of God resting upon him, did not exempt him 
from the necessity of constantly perusing, meditating upon, and con
sultiug these "lively oracles." It is one of the most striking testimonies 
to the value of the divinely-inspired Word, and at the same time a most 
forcible reminder of our weakness, and constant Qeed of studying the 
Scriptures. "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip." 

VoL. LIX. FEDHUARY, 1903. D 
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We ha~e the complete Word of God. Let us hold fast to its integrity, 
and be much in meditation upon its sacred contents. The blessed man 
is described as one who answers to the injunction laid upon Joshua
,, ffis delight is in the law of the Lord his God; and in His law doth he 
meditate day and night" (Psa. i. 2). 

Meditation is the digestive faculty of the soul. It has been described 
as a " lost art" in this busy, bustling, hurry-scurry age.. Few people 
appear to have time for meditation. A Bishop said, " He had heard of 
'high church,' and 'low church,' and ' broad church,' but what he 
wanted to find was the deep church." The Martha spirit is manifest, 
but the Church is suffering from the lack of Marys, who will sit at the 
Master's feet, drink in the truths that fall from His lips, and meditate 
upon them. It is not simply what we eat that nourishes our bodies, 
but that which we digest and assimilate. This holds good in the 
mental sphere. Just as a man may overload his stomach with food, and 
be injured rather than benefited thereby, so may the mind be overloaded 
with readjng, and. the brain become burdened with a mass of undigested 
knowledge to its injury rather than its benefit. The same law obtains 
in the spiritual world. It is not that, even in the Word of God, which 
we merely read, but that which by a process of spiritual digestion ·we 
:µ;similate that really benefits our souls. The clean beasts under the 
law both part£:d the hoof, and chewed the cud. Is not the chewing of 
the cud a fit figure of the meditating believer ? When we see a cow 
ruminating in a meadow-it has taken in a sufficient· supply of grass, 
and now, resting on the field, it is engaged in chewing it over so as to 
thoroughly digest it, and obtain from it all the nourishment it con
tains-when we see such.a ~ight we have a picture before us of the truly 
prosperous baliever, engaged in meditating on the Word. '' It shall not 
depart out of thy mouth," said the Lord to Joshua. The learned tell us 
that the word in the Hebrew implies a low vocal sound, a repetition, 
going over the words again and again ; in a word, chewing it over to 
extract its nourishment and to thoroughly digest it. We must "read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest "''the Word of God .. This holds good 
in relation to hearing sermons as well as reading the Word. We obtain 
but little real good, unless we meditate on what we hear. 

It is by means of meditation on the Word of God that spiritual men 
thrive and grow strong. Our Lord Himself in His human nature fed 
upon the Word-His whole soul was saturated therewith. We think 
that He sat for the portrait of the blessed man, to which we have 
already referred, in Paa. i. 2. Truly " His delight was in the law of 
the Lord His God; and in His law did He meditate day and night." 
The Word was ever in His mouth ; for He is the Word. Who can read 
the Gospels without discerning His complete familiarity with the· sacred 
records? Our Lord lived in and upon the Word. 

All who have been eminent in the kingdom have followed in the 
footsteps of the Master. The Word has ever been in their mouths, and 
in it they have meditated day and night. It has been the food by 
which they have been nourished, and on which they have grown stropg, 
and been enabled to do exploits. From it they have derived comfort in 
all their distresses, and inspiration in all their labours; it has ever been 
"a lamp unto their feet, and a light unto their path;" they have re
joiced in it as one that findeth great spoil ; '' it has been "sweeter to 
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their mouth than hl)ney, or the honeycomb," and its "testimonies have 
been the men of their counsel." Those who have been the honoured 
instruments of communicating the Word to the Church have been 
among those who ha.ve most highly e3teemed it, devoutly studied it, and 
prnyerfully meditated upon it. We do not decry the writings of good 
and gracious men, but they are of value just so far as the matter which 
they contain has been drawn from the Word, and the Word itself is in

. comparably beyond all of them. Here we may drink at the fountain
head, the very well-spring of life. 

We cannot be prosperous Christians apart from frequent meditation 
on the Word_ Unless this )le the food we eat, digest, and assimilate, 
our souls will be both lean, unhealthy, and feeble. We have known, 
and do know, some spiritually-minded believers, hut we have never 
known such an one who neglected the Word, or used it infrequently. 
Invariably these prosperous Christians are lovers of and feeders upon 
the Scriptures. We fear the low state of Zion, the comparative scarcity 
of spiritually-minded men and women, and the lack of prosperity in the 
churches may be tra~ed largely to a negl_ect of meditating on the living 
Word. Were we who preach more engaged in this sacred occupation, 
there would be more power in the pulpit; were this more general among 
our hearers, there would be more life in the pew, and fewer would be 
carried about with "every wind of doctrine" than is now the case. 
Whatever else we may be compelled to lay aside, let the Word never be 
neglected by us. How forcible are Isaiah's words, and how applicable 
to many in this fl.im~y age : "Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread ? and your labour for that which satistieth no~? 
Hearken diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which is good, aucl let 
your soul delight itself in fatness." Of the Word we may say, "This 
is the bread which the Lord hath given you to eat." The wine, the 
milk, and the honey a.re here; the feast of fot things full of marrow, 
and wines on the lees well refined ; the bread of life, and the fruit of 
the tree of life, all, all are in the Word. May our souls be stirred up to 
constant meditation on the sacred oracles, may the word of Christ dwell 
in us richly, and then will Zion be as a well-watered garden. The 
Lord grant it for His N e.me's sake. 

We must leave the subject here for the present, and hope to con-
clude it in our next issue. • 

t!hpositor)l §auqrs 011 tit~ ®1Jistle to the J~onums. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 25_ CHAPTER 1x. 10-20. 

"AND not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, 
even by our father Isaac; (for the children being not yet born, 

neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according 
to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that calleth ;) it was 
said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is written, 
Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. What shall we say then ? 
Is there unrighteousness with Goel ? God forbid. For He saith to 
Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
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compassion on whom I will ham compassion. So then it is not of him 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 
For the Scriptures saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have 
I raised thee up, that I might show My power in thee, and that My 
Name might be declared throughout all the earth. Therefore bath He 
mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He hardeneth." 

The Jew might still object that the distinction between Ishmael and 
Isaac could not apply in his case because Ishmael was the son of a 
bondmaid, and Isaac of a free woman. But in the following verses this 
is shown to be a vain plea. Esau and Jacob were not only the children 
of the same father and mother, but were also the fruit of one conception. 
Yet while the children were yet unborn, nor had done any good or any 
evil, God was pleased to indicate His sovereign pleasure concerning 
~hem, and to say to Rebecca, '' The elder shall serve the younger ; " end 
rn one of the latest prophets to express Himself still more strongly, "Was 
not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet I )ot'ed Jacob, and I 
bated Esau" (Mai. i. 2, 3). 

Here we return once more to the doctrine of " original sin," so 
largely insisted on in the fifth chapter. But in the passage now before 
us we see that even the seed of Adam-even while yet in the maternal 
womb-is corrupt in the sight of God, and, apart from sovereign grace, 
must be regarded as an unclean thing.• And the difference between 
Jacob and Esau is made by grace only-" That the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that 
calletb." 

Here, perhaps, a digression may be pardoned. We turn aside for ·a 
moment to state the teaching of the Word of God with regard to such 
as die in infancy. Clearly from the case of Esau and Jacob they stand 
in need of a Saviour. But the apostle in 1 Cor. xv., when discoursing 
of death, burial, and resurrection argues (verse 22)," As in Adam ALL 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." Now the sense in which 
all die in Adam is that of original sin, and the words quoted teach us 
that all who die before committing personal sin are saved by Christ-. 
This must include a very large proportion of the human family. Even 
among the lowest race of savages this doctrine will hold good, so that 
literally even now every kindred, tribe, tongue, people, and nation is 
contributing its proportion to the grand chorus of the redeemed. It 
does not appear necessary in the judgment of the Almighty, that all the 
objects of His everlasting love should spend threescore years and ten in 
this world of sin and death. Vast numbers are spared the experience 
and the ordeal, and yet none-not even the infant of a day-can go to 
heaven save through the blood of the Lamb.t And the same" good 
pleasure of His will" which determines everything else, has determined 
which shall live to serve his generation, like David, and which, like hill 
child sLall call forth the believing and submissive reflection, " I shall ' ,. go to him, but he shall not return to me. 

To return. Let no one suppose that Esau was hated apart from his 
sinnership, or that Jacob was loved for his personal merits. Both were 
equ1,lly llinful, corrupt, and hell-deserviag, and the difference was due 

• "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; e.nd in sin did my mother conceive 
me" (Pse.. Ii. 5). 
t Nor, we me.y add, apart from the regenera.ting grace of tho Holy Spirit.-E.M. 
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simply and entirely to God's electing love. The apostle now anticipate3 
tbe enmity of the carnal mind," What shall we say then? Is there un• 
rightt:ousness with God? God forbid." The Jew was the very last 
person in ,the world to object to this doctrine or its application. His 
national history was one great illustration of the sovereignty of God. 
Was there not a sovereign difference made between the Egyptians and 
the chiliren of Israel ages before. And however the Jew might resent 
this doctrine now, did not his ancestor,3 r,ing with exultation over the 
destruction of Pharaoh end his army. " Sing ye to the Lord for He 
bath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider bath He thrown into 
the sea." And Paul is only amplifying the same doctrine in this place. 
When God said to Moses, " I will be gracious to w horn I will be gracious 
and will show mercy to whom I will show mercy" (Exod. xxxiii. 19)
and the Jew gloried in this-He was but stating the very facts con
tended for h1:re. What is mercy but an exhibition of clemency towards 
the guilty and undeserving ? It supposes at once, a miserable sinner, 
and a Maje;ity sinned against. And when we consider that the sinner 
'is min, and the Majesty is God-Most-High, clearly His own will, and 
nothing else can de.ermine its exercise. This is the great and irrecon
cilable difference to-day between the advocates of free-will and free 
grace. Man, strangely, and in his ignorance, loves to haYe it-it is as 
l will-alas, for us all if it were-but God s!l.ys, No, "Jt is not of him 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy." 
The subjects of Divine grace do will, and do run, but then this is the 
consequence, and not the cause, of what God has done for them. 

The words, " Whom He will He hardeneth," seem to have reference 
to the parallel expressions used as many a!! ten times in the book of 
Exodus to the effect that the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart. From o.n 
examination of the narrative one would conclude that Pharnoh's heart 
was hard enough to begin with. But then the sense is not that God 
made his heart -worse than it was, [for,] Let no mo.n say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted of evil, 
neither tempteth He any man (James i. 13). The meaning, however, 
is very solemn. It is neither more· nor le;s than that the judicial 
procedure of the Eternal does not slumber until the last great ctay, but 
follows the unsheltered and unredeemed sinner from the first. .Aud such 
is the antagonism between the justice of God, and the corruption of a 
sinner's heart, that the one in the nature of things hardens the other. 

We have many illustrations of this up to a certain point. The child 
naturally resents control, discipline, and correction, and is only recon
ciled thereto by its association with parental love and tenderneEs. The 
schoolboy punished for e. breach of school rules commonly complains, 
either of tbe harshness of the rule, or the arbitrary conduct of the 
master. The criminal convicted at the bar condemns not himself, but 
the judge, jury, and witne'sses. And, even we ourselves who fear God, 
and love Him, are sometimes in ~hat ungracious temper tbat, but for 
unspeakable mercy, we should harden our necks, and refuse to bow to 
Divine admonitions : for we are by nature no better than others. God 
does not harden the heart by an act of power, as He does when _He 
sofLens it by the e.c'..s of mercy, but by the simple and nature.I opere.twn 
of law upon the natural conscience. Was not Pharaoh a king? was 
not his word law ? had he not a right to do as he pleased ? So he 
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reasoned. So does naturally depravity reason now-every command and 
every prohibition serving only to stir up the enmity of the heart lo say, 
" Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice?" 

And here let us note a very important distinction betw.een justice 
and mercy. Justice is essential to God, but mercy is sovereign. God 
is merciful because He chooses to be so, but He iR just from a necessity 
of nature. He ma11 be merciful, but He must be just ; and in order to 
be merciful, He must first provide for the satisfaction of justice, which 
He does in the death of His Son, and mercy flows only through this 
channel. But apart from this provision justice is always in operation, is 
never suspended for one moment, so that it is written of the unbeliever, 
that he is condemned already (John iii. 18), and that " the wrath of 
God abideth on him" (verse 36). Pharaoh, therefore, does not stand 
alone, but every soul left under the jurisdiction of law and justice, from 
its innate contrariety to that same law and justice, hardens and rebe1s. 
The believer in Jesus must acknowledge all this, and rejoice with fear 
and trembling, ever increasingly feeling how great a debtor he is to the 
sovereign, free, unmerited mercy of a covenant God in Christ Jesus. 

" Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth He yet find fault ? For 
who bath resisted His will? Nay but, 0 man, who art thou that 
repliest against God ? Shall the thing formed say to Him that made 
it, Why bast Thou made me thus ? " 

If further proof were necessary of this natural hardening against the 
truth, we may find it furnished by the next objection, only too surely 
anticipated, " Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth He yet find fault ? 
For who hath resisted His will?." Original sin once more comes to the 
front. Adam blamed the woman, and in part God Himself. " The woman 
whom. Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat." Every descendant of the transgressor may blush to read the 
mean, cowardly, contemptible defence be made, especially the gracious 
character, who can recognize the. old Adam in his own heart, and who 
knows that it is only the grace of God that has led him to make the 
open candid confession-" I have sinned, wba.t shall I do unto Thee, 0 
Thou preserver of men" (Job vii. 20). 

A fig-tree does not more certainly produce figs than does this sin ~f 
Adam, like Adam, the sinner, beget offspring in its own image. To this 
day and honr will men by nature blame the mother that bare them, and 
the God who made them ; blame providence, blame anything but them
selves, notwithstanding the astonishing gracious utterances o~ G_od 
Himself to the effect that "he that confesseth and forsaketb his sins 
shall have mercy " (Prov. xxviii. 13). And in the New Testament, "If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 J obn i. 9). Dispute the 
Scripture explanation of original sin as men may, none can deny its 
existence, its influence, or its results. Hence to "reply against God," 
as the labourers in the [parable of the] vineyard quarelled with their 
employer because he generously gave a day's wages to those who came 
in at the eleventh hour is alike weak and wicked. God might say to 
Esau, to Ishmael, to Pharaoh, to Ahab, to each, all, and every objector, 
as the husbandman did, "I do thee no wrong. . . . . Is it not 
lawful for me to do what I will with mine own ? Is thine eye evil, 
because I am good?" (Matt. xx. 11-16). 
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. 'l'he apostle meets the objection with a personal challenge. "Nay, 
but, 0 man who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to Him that formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus?" 
Let the objector step forward and confront the Almighty face to face, 
and justify himself if he is able to do w. If God chooses to save 
sinners at the cost of a perfectly matchless and incomparable self
sacrifice, why should He not? And why, since the Father gave His only 
Son-His well-beloved-and that Son, because He had nothing richer to 
bestow, gave Himself-why should not God have Himself the sovereign 
disposition of His own favours ? Do not men claim the right to bestow 
their gifts as they please, liven to the extent of making testamentary 
disposition of their estates after their decease ? 

[Mr, Shepherd's MS. concludes here. He doubtless intended to have gone 
through the whole Epistle, but from some reason his intention was not carried 
to a completion. We trust our readers have derived spiritual edification from 
what has been written ; for ourselves, we regret that the original idea wa.s not 
completed.-E. M.] 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

OPPOSITES. 

No. 2,"""7Baptism: A Type or a. Travesty? 

DO either of the words forming our title need any explanation ? 
Perhaps not;. and yet seeing there are such widely different opinions 

about this subject it may be as well to clear the ground a little at the 
outset. 

First of all, then, baptize comes from the Greek bapto or bapNzo, and 
it means to dip, to plunge, to immerse. Dictionaries, and even Bible 
dictionaries, don't always give this explanation, because their compilers 
are often connected with people who teach t\nd practise baby-sprinkling; 
but all who understand Greek must admit that neither ~prinkling nor 
pouring is baptism : the word requires that the person or thing baptized 
must be plunged into the liquid that baptizes it. Therefore fonts were 
always made large enough in the old churches of England for an infant 
to be completely immersed in them, and Dean Stanley confessed that 
the original form of baptism in the Jordan was immersion. 

. Besides this we are told of Philip and the enunch that they went 
down both of them into the water, and when they came up out of the 
water, Philip was caught away miraculously, and the new convert went 
on his way rejoicing. And again we read of being buried with Jesus in 
baptism, and arising again os Christ arose from the dead. 

Then "type" means emblem, sign or symbnl, from the Greek typos, 
an impression ; while" travesty" come3 from a French word that means 
to disguise, and that bas its origin in the Latin, trans, meaning over, 
beyond, and vestio, to clothe ; EO that travesty is something so dressed 
up that it has lost its original rorm and become ridiculou~. And the 
~ntention of this paper is to sbew you that Scriptural baptism is a type, 
impressive and beautifpl, of redemption by Christ and personal salvation; 
while the so-called baptism of the Rornish Church, and all its imitators, 
is re~ly nothing better than a travesty of the solemn and sacred things 
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it is supposed to set fo1th, but really misrepre,ents altogether. 
For the New Testament always connects baptism with faith, and 
fai"h goes first, " He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved " 
( Mark xvi. 16). "Go, ... teach all nations" ( or make disciples in all 
nations), "baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost" (Matt xxviii. 19). • 

But what faith can a little infant profess? And where in Scripture 
are we told anything about godfathers and godmothers, or anything 
equivalent lo such sponsor8hip ? If you can find any such reference it 
will be as great a surprise to the Editor of this Magazine as to myself. 

A little piece came under my notice recently (it appeared in one of 
the copies of the Olive Branch last year) which just ilhistrates my point 
here. A "christening" party went to a church in Plymouth to have 
a baby baptized, as they called it. The "godfather," when asked by 
the clergyman (after reading the Articles of Faith), "Dost thou believe 
all this?" replied, "I do." But when asked," Wilt thou be baptized in 
this faith?" the man replied," Sir, I have been baptized already." The 
clergyman exclaimed, "But this question is addressed to the CHILD 
through you." " And was the other question also addressed to the child ? " 
asked the man," Yes," was the answer," through you." "Then," said the 
sponsor, '' the mistake was mine.; and as it is impossible for me to make 
the child comprehend or answer your questions ... it is perfectly 
passive, and. I think, sir, with your permission, we had better take it 
home ; and when it is ... able to understand ... it can come again 
and answer for itself." The clergyman made no reply; mother, nurse, 
aud friends were much annoyed, but one of the party, who'' lived to tell 
the story," was so impressed by the singular incident, that he searched 
the Scriptures carefully, and, :qnding no authority for infant baptism 
there, was eventually baptized as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Yes, infant sprinkling is wrong altogether. The wrong ptrson is sub
jected to a wrong ceremony, and in many cases this man-made rite 
becomes mischievous as well as meaningless. Mischievous, indeed, when, 
not only in the " Church of Rome," but in many parts of the " Church 
of England," it is positively declared that the few drops of water 
sprinkled by the "priest " upon the little babe impart a new life to the 
infant ; that the child brought to the church "a sinner" i~ carried away 
" a saint ; " that this is what Jesus meant by the new b1rth, and that 
without this magical ceremony, there can be no entrance into the 
kingdom of God here or hereafter. 

When I was a school girl I read a story "written with a purpose," 
in which the "heroine" (a JiLtle girl well instructed in this falsehood) 
was al ..-ays so anxious to know if each child she knew or heard about 

· had been "baptized," "because you know they can't go to heaven if 
they have not ! " My mental comment on the book was that I was sure 
the Bible taught very differently, and whoever wrote such stuff about 
baptismal regeneration must be very foolish indeed, and I haven't 
changed my opinion yet ! 

But leaving the travesty, Jet us look at the. type. True bapt~sm is" 
most expressive and beautiful picture of Gospel truths. The title of a 
little pamphlet I once read ran thus :-" Baptism : what does it signify ? 
Death and Burial ? or Life and Washing ? or both ? " Well, it certainly 
does mean both. It sets forth the death uf Christ, as all G od'11 waves 
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and billows went ov.ir Him, and He sank beneath our heavy woes. The 
" baptism that He was baptized with " included the death and burial of 
the great Surety of God's people, and it takes in also the glorious truth 
that He rose again from the dead. 

Thus true believers die unto sin,• and live unto righteousness, and 
baptism typifies the washing of regeneration, by which not the "fo,t 
only, but also the hands and the head" are cleansed and sanctified from 
the love and power of sin. That sacred new birth by which the 
regenerated become " new creatures " in Christ Jesus is the one spiritual 
bathing which needs not to be repeated, although our "feet " need con
stant washing as we walk thi:.ough this dirty and defiling world. 

_ Sprinkling represents neither the unparalleled sufferings of Christ, His 
burial, or His resurrection, and a few drops of water shaken over one's 
body would be a queer substitute for a bath I'm thinking; therefore, if 
we would avoid the travesty let us adhere strictly to the type. 

And O that fach dear reader may know by precious faith Him who 
died and lives for evermore to save unto the uttermost all who come 
unto God by Him; and then, buried wiLh Him ia. baptism, may we all 
rise with Him experimentally to live to His glory here, and then reign 
with Him above for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE SHEPHERD'S PRESENOE.-IV. 
BY JOSEPH MAYHEW. 

WE noticed-(!) What was suggested by the text, "Thou art with 
- me," namely, self-examination. Now let us observe--

II.-The truth implied by those words, namely, that God is not 
ashamed of His people. As we think of the fall of man and of the polluting, 
debasing, and damning consequences of sin, we are astonished at the 
Divine declaration, 11 Wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God." A.nd when we come to our own experience, and note the terrible 
abounding;i of iniquity in our hearts, and find 

" That brooding in ee.oh secret cell, 
Some hideous monster sits." 

we exclaim, How can· it be? I am ashamed of myself, and surely God 
must be ashamed of me too. It is right for us to be ashamed of our
selves, dear reader, for it is written, " Be ashamed and confounded for 
your own ways, 0 house of Israel." This is an elementary truth, how
ever, and we must look beyond it to Cal vary, and then we shall see 
sin abounding, but grace mnch more abounding. " All we like sheep 
have goa.e astray, and the Lord bath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." 
What then ? " He made an end of sin, and brought in everlasting 
riahteousness, which is to all, and upon all them that believe." He 
at~ned for sin, and removed it by ea.during its weight and punishment, 
while His righteousness clothes and justifies us in the presence of GoJ. 
Sin is thus got rid of for ever. God is not ashamed of His people, for 
they are complete in Christ. 

Again, He is not ashamed of His people, because He has given to them 

• See John xiii. 8-10. "We.shed," in first cle.use of 10th verse meo.ns be.thed, 
or he.ving te.ken 11, be.th. The feet (se.nde.lled) needed constont washing in the Eost. 

E 
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Ilis Holy Spirit to regenerate, indwell, sanctify them, and reveal Christ to 
us, as their " righteousness, wisdom, sanctification, and redemption," 
He it is Who works in and draws forth the faith which enables them to 
believe Christ is all the Father hath made Him to them, and 

"While I believe the record true, 
I lose my guilty fee.r.'' 

To all such, the promise belongs. "My people shall never be ashamed." 
Well may we all pray," Lord, increase our faith." 

"Thou art with me " also implies freedom and restfulnefs, David 
found this so : he was free to come into the presence of God without fear 
and trembling, for it is written ( l Chron. xvi i. 16 ), " Then went David 
in and sat before the Lord." He was there from choice, and without 
shame. His faith had laid hold of the blessed truth contained in Lev. 
xvi. 30, "For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, 
to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord." 
There David sat before the Lord, talking with Him, holding sweet fellow
ship with Him unrestrained. 0 how restful is a re!llization of the 
Lord's presence. What a loosing of bond&, what a casting off of burdens, 
what· a committing of ouraelves, and our concerns, is implied in the 
joyful confession," Thou art with me;" • • 

These words also imply Divine approval. If God is with me He 
approves of me. 

'' The pe.th I te.ke ce.nnot be wrong, 
If Jesus be but there." 

They also imply loving condescension. Earthly fathers stoop to take 
the hand of their little, feeble children. So does the great, loving 
Heavenly Father stoop in the Person of Jesus to our. nature; and 
our weakness. He stretches out the arm of His strength, that it may 
become the support of all pilgrim souls ; and invites His weary people, 
sayinz, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give yon rest." Even so, give us rest, 0 precious Shepherd, on the 
bosom of Thy everlasting love. • 

"Thou art with me" implies also close and sacred fellow
ship. Where should the Shepherd be but with His sheep? for "He 
calleth His own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.'' What a word 
of good cheer He left ,vith His disciples for us, just after He rose from 
the dead, "Lo I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 

111.-W e notice the blessings included. What are they ? 
First, Provision. "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want." It 

is well to read the 24th after finishing this beautiful Psalm, as the openinit 
verses show how rich our Shepherd is, "The earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulneas thereof ; the world, and they that dwell therein." All its 
storehouses, together with all the treasures of heaven ; all the unsearch
able riches of grace and glory are in the hand, and at the disposal of 
Jesus, our exalted and glorified Mediator. Hark to the word of good 
cheer He left with His sorrowful disciples on the eve of His departure 
from earth to heaven, "All power is given unto Me in heaven and in 
earth.'' We are thankful for this knowledge, for He gives lavishly of 
the bread and water of life, and makes us to understand the mystery of 
eating His flesh and drinking His blood. And so receiving fresh life 
and vigour, we become "strong in the Lord, and in the power of His 
might." He possesses power to give, to protect, to govern, and to bless. 
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Secondly, Guidance. "He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness." 
Eastern shepherds do not drive, but lead their sheep. They study the 
condition of the sheep, and avoid wearying them, and He has promised, 
"I will guide thee with Mine eye." . 

Thirdly, Restoration. Alas! alas! the Lord's sheep are very 
much like the sheep we see in the meadows, prone to break out, 
and wander away, and seldom, if ever, come back of their own accord, 
but have to be sought out and brought back. Hence David said," I 
have gone astray like a lost sheep ; seek Thy servant." That prayer 
had been graciously heard and answered, for here is his thank-offering, 
" He restoreth my soul." Even so it is with us, He speaks forgiveness 
again to our hearts as we make humble and self-loathing confeesion, and 
offer earnest prayer. Again also He applies the precious atoning, 
cleansing, peace-speaking blood, and we say, "He restorath my soul." 

Fourthly, Protection. •• Though I walk through the ,·alley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for Thou art with me." "God 
was in this place, and I knew it not," said Jacob; but wherever a child 
of God is, there God is, in His almightiness to protect, for, ".A.s the 
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His 
people." Again, "I will be a wall of fire round about them." "If 
then God be for us, who can be age.inst us?" Even in the dark valley, 
the Psalmist could sing of God His protector. He Himself had slain a 
lion and a bear to save his sheep, but his glorious shepherd and our~, 
bas slain the lion of hell, and plucked out the sting of the monster 
death ; and in Him David triumphed and eang, " The Lord is my 
Shepherd,"" Thou art with me." " I will fear no evil.'': • . 

Fifthly, Home. "I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." 
God is the dwelling-place of His people, and will be for ever. David 
claimed Him for himself and us, saying, ·• Lord, Thou hast been our 
dwelling-plaae in all generations.'' We are in Christ, and united to 
Him, and Christ is in God. This is the city of the great King. "My 
Father's house," J esas calls it. Tile Lamb is the temple thereof, and the 
light thereof. And as we read John's beautiful description of it in 
Rev. xxii. 3-f, : " And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of 
God and the Lamb shall be in it; and His ser'vants shall serve Him, 
und they shall see His face, and His Name shall be in their foreheads,"' 
we are conscious of a longing desire to see that dear face, which was 
more marred than any man's down here, but is now. fodiaut with 
lleavenly glory, and we catch the spirit, and adopt the le.nguuge of the 
song of our dear brother John Kent :-

" l\Iy soul a.nticipa.tes the da.y, 
Would stretch her wings a.nd aoe.r e.wa.y, 
To a.id the song, e. po.Im to bea.r, 
And bow the chief of sinners there." 

Pao,IDENTIAL PASTURE.-" If you want to eat your food in misery, 
take it with a thankless, rebellious heart ; if you want to eat in sweet
ness, take it with e. thankful heart, seeing it stamped with the goodness 
of God. A crust of bread, received thankfully es the gift of God, is 
sweeter than the richest and daintiest meal in which His hand is not 
seen : at a table so spread, you may sit down with discontent, and rise 
up with ingratitude."-J. C. Philpot, 
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JESUS AS A QUESTIONER.-III. 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

AMONG the wonderful questions of Jesus, there is one, which for 
height and depth, for length and breadth, stands out in vastness 

above and beyond them all. It is the question above all questions, of 
interest in God and in Christ: to man himself, to angels, and to devils. 

" What is a man profited, if he shall g~in the whole world, and lose 
his own soul ? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? " 
That is the question. It has faced nineteen centuries, and is not yet 
answered. It will confront all future time, and the day of judgment 
will find that no man has been able to answer it. One soul outweighs a 
whole world. What is the weight and value of a world ? 

If Jesus Christ had not initiated that question, it is very doubtful 
whether the human mind would have conceived it, or the human heart 
would have entertained it. Without Divine illumination man could not 
have formed such a conception of the value of his own soul, though he 
can measure, and weigh, and count the stars, and calculate their 
velocities, and so reckon their revolutions as to anticipate their return. 
There is no created standard by which man can reason upon himself, 
and measnre, or weigh, or reckon up the value and greatness of his own 
soul! 

Since the days of Jesus upon earth many books have been written 
and published on the spul, but none of them, nor all of them together, 
can make known to us the amazing vastness and worth of it; but Jesus, 
by His question, couched in less than thirty words, has given us a sight 
of the infinite' and eternal as bound up in the life, and being, and 
destiny of one man. 

Consider the circumstances which occa9ioned the question. The 
time had come in Christ's life when He would unfold to His disciples 
something more of the solemn mystery of His mission. A few moments 
eulier He had asked them about public opinion concerning Himself. 
Their answer seemed to fall short of what might have been expected 
from people who had seen His mit-scles 1md heard His words. He 
pressed the question yet further: "But whom say ye that I am ? '' 
Peter, ever impulsive and ready, answered, "Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God." From that time and circumstance Jesus began 
to show to them that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things of the elders, and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day. That saying was more than Peter could 
bear; more, probably, than any of them could endure. They were 
thinking of a glorious kingdom, with its seats of honour and power. A 
kin"dom of suffering, especially a suffering Messiah King, they could 
not" accept. Peter, with an air of confid_ential ~amiliaritJ'., led Him 
aside from the rest, and began to rebuke Him, saymg, "Be 1t far from 
Thee, Lo1rn, that shall not be unto Thee." Who can comprehend thP, 
solemnity of that moment, with all its deep, dark, spiritual moments? 
Doubtless Peter was very sincere in what he said, but how terribly mis
taken ! Flesh and blood are quite willing and ready for crowns, but 
equally eager to avoid suffering. The tet?ptations of ~atan often come 
to us through our friends, who may be srncere, yet mistaken, whom we 
do not suspect. Matthew Hemy suggests that perhaps Peter was a little 
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lifted up by the great words which Jesus had spoken to him, and was 
more bold than prudent. Peter would admonish and teach his Master! 
Christ never needs tha~ from us. Do we never imitate Peter in our 
conduct towards His " little onea ? " 

ChrisL came with a great purpose to do a great work, albeit He must 
do it on the cro~s. Peter could not understand the motive of his Master. 
Unconsciously he implored Him to give up that great purpose, and save 
His life. The value of a life does not always depend upon its decease
but it was largely so with Jesus. The value of a human life does not 
depend upon this world-but upon the next. Nay, saith Jesas, "Who
soever will save his life shall lose it ; and whosoever shall lose his life 
for My sake shall find it." That was also true of Himself; His great par
pose was bound up in His hidden life, that life which Peter could not see; 
and for Him to save Himself, as Peter would have Him do, would be to 
lose His purpose, with all its glorious issues; so He puts the momentous 
question-" What is a man profited, if he gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul ? " He once had the whole world, with its glory. and 
power, offered to Him as the price of His surrender of Himself and His 
Church to the devil. He had resisted and overcome that temptation in 
the wilderness; and now it comes to Him again, from the same devil, 
but through the person and persuasion of one of His own disciples. I 
believe that this momentous question put to us arose out of His own 
deep sympathetic consciousness that we should be tempted as He had 
been tempted, to serve self before God; to set time before eternity; and 
to prefer wh11,t we know of this world to the unseen world of which we 
know so little. Faith, not sight, is our safety. Christ's question says 
to Peter and the other disciples, and afso to us-" If I save My life, and 
lose My Church, which I can only save by dying, what 11hall I Le pro
fited? And if you swe your lives, and gain the whole world, and lose 
your own souls, what prnfit will you have? 

Some of Christ's queations are being answei·ed every day, Lut this 
one ha~ never been answered : it is unanswer~ble. We cannot put the 
Atlantic Ocean into a tea-cup-still less can we cornpreBS eternity inLo 
the moment of a human life. The lost know by experience what it is to 
have lost the soul, the saved know something of what it is to be glori
fied ; but neither of them can give a complete answer to the quet:tion ; 
the lost cannot comprehend the extent of their loss-the saved cannot 
comprehend the vastnes~ of their gain. It is a question-not of time 
only, but of eternity. • 

The creed of the world is-" A short life and a merry one." The 
epicure, the libertine, and the lovers of the pleasure3 of this world, and 
those who forget God in the race for wealth, are the votaries of that 
creed. Our LoRo's question, though primarily intended for His 
disciples, has a solemn voice to all these. " A llhort life and a merry 
one " is an impossible combination. The merry mirth of the world may 
be, must be, short ; but the life bridges the grave, and continues on the 
other side. Death is not the end of life, it is only the end in this world. 
The mirth ends on this side the grave ; the ju<lgment begins on the 
?ther si<le. " It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
JU<lgment;" "That everyone may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." :Men bury 
celestial hopes and possibilities in worldly pleasures, without thought or 
sigh. , 
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'' The soul of man was made to walk the skies." So says the poet, 
and no intelligent mind can imagine that it was made merely to grovel 
on this sin-cursed earth. It was made in the image of God, and, until 
the fall, it enjoyed communion with Him. By the fall it was severed 
from God. In the regeneration by the Holy Spirt it is led back to Him. 
"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." 
The cry of the renewed soul is : •· As the hart panteth after the water
brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God. My soul thirsteth for 
God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God ? " 
This languag.i indicates an overwhelming sense ot soul-want, which 
nothing less than God can satisfy. These spiritual cravings are the 
voices-not of the body, not of mere matter, however highly organised
but of that spiritual part of man, the soul, which is created anew in 
Christ .Jesus. The regenerated soul turns aside from the bauble of this 
world, to seek the Infinite; it long8 for visions of His glory, and derives 
strength, and peace, and joy, and comfort in realising His presence and 
love. The sad contrast of this is the unregenerate soul that is in 
"enmity against God; " that puts Him out of its thoughts; J,hat i;.eeks 
its satisfactions in this world which passeth away ; that r,refers the 
ple9.sures of sin, which are but for a season, to those pleasures which are 
at God's right hand for evermore ; that barters itself away, with all its 
eternal interests, for a mess of this world's pottage. What Phall the 
whole world's pottage profit a man, when he bas for ever lost bis soul ? 

But if the worth of the soul be such that the whole world cannot 
balance it, may we not therein see something of the vastnesR of the price 
by which it is redeemed ? "What shall a man give in exchange for bis 
soul?" None of those who trust in their wealtb, and boast themselves 
in the multitude of their riches, can by any means redeem bis brother, 
nor give a ransom for him; for the redemption of the soul is precious, 
and it ceaseth forever. I am aware that the word "soul" in that 
quotatio:i. means the life-the natural life; wealth-as everyone finds
cannot redeem it from death and the grave. If, then, wealth cannot 
redeem the natural life, still less can it redeem the soul. Thus the 
passage is quite pertinent to our subj~ct. Dives, when he found his 
purple-clad body was in the grave, and his soul lost forever, would have 
been glad to have given all hie world in exchange for his soul. But the 
soul once lost, a thousand worlds could not redeem it. Many centuries 
ago this momentous question was asked : "How shall I come before the 
Most High God? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression ; the 
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" No. The redemption price 
is not within human means, God only can provide that ransom in 
exchange for the soul ; He gave His only, His beloved Son, to redeem 
it. Jesus gave Himself a ransom for us. In Hirn only can the Eoul 
have" Redemption through His bloo<l, the forgivenes~ of sins, according 
to the riches of His grace." The ransom must be of greater value than 
the object it redeems. So the sinful soul is ran~omed by the death of 
the sinless Saviour. What the whole world cannot do, the Creator of 
that world has done. 

Contrasts sometimes reveal distinctive natures. After sweetness, the 
bitterness of wormwood i11 intern1ified. When Dives was in the torments 
of hell, his sense of the "torments " would be intensified as he lifted 
up his eyes and saw the blessed condition of Lazarus in Abraham's 
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bosom. In the blessedness of a saved soul, both here and hereafter, may 
we not, by contrast, Sfe somewhat of the terrible condition of a lost one. 
A parable is said to be an earthly pictare with a heavenly meaning ; is 
not Christ's parable of the rich man and Lazaras an earthly picture 
with more than a heavenly meaning ? If it is said that a parable is 
only a shadow, it must also be remembered that where there is a shadow 
there is a substance behind ; and the substance is real, and has weight. 
Between the height of the saved and the depth of the lost there is a 
great gulf fixed, over which there can be no passing from the depth to 
the height. Hope must be eternally banished by all who are cast out 
into the outer darkness. ~ If it be true," said a freethinker, '' that a 
human soul can be lost, that would be a greater catastrophe than the 
destruction of a thousand worlds." Worlds are material, unconscious, 
_and irresponsible ; souls are immaterial, conscious, and responsible. 
Men wiH give all that they have for the body. What shall they give in 
exchange for the soul ? The soul is a solemn, enduring reality, created 
for eternity ; this world is but a fluttering banble, which will pass away 
from it like a dream. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

•· In whom e.lso we he.ve obte.ined e.n inherite.nce, being predestine.ted 
according to the purpose of Him who worketh a.II things e.fter the counsel of His 
own will."-Ephes, i. 11. 

THIS Epistle has been aptly described as the epistle of inness. This 
little word in is certainly the keynote of much that is written, 

as a hurried glance will show-" in Christ," "in heavenly places." It 
is " in Christ" we have redemption, inheritance, hope, pledge and 
promise of what is to be revealed hereafter. These words will occur 
frequently in this short paper, and probably the one that may follow 
it, My deli~htful occupation is to point out the very blessed truth so 
often aeserted, that 

BELIEVERS ARE IN CHRIST, 

"In whom." This is certainly a foundation truth, and, I may say, 
the experience of Christianity. For the saints, the faithful dwelling at 
Ephesus, were said to be "in Christ Jesus." My re11ders will receive 
without any misgiving the following statements-viz., that those 
Ephesians were not " in Christ" through any excellency of their own, 
neither were they initiated into that blessed state because they were in 
any sense better or more honourable than others. Neither did they 
become savingly acquainted with Christ by any special effor, s made 
by themselvee. This is qaite true concerning each rr.ember of the 
Church at the present day. If this be so, then to what mu,t we 
attribute the secret of this being "in Christ?" The answer we draw 
from the Epist'e itself. 

That a person is " in Christ" (es former papers have ehown ), and 
as set forth in the chapter before us, is eet down to be according to 
eternal choice, unconditional election, absolute predestination, redemp
tion, effectual calling, and the invincible operations of the Holy Spirit. 
All these work in perfect accord through the abundant riches of Divine 
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grace and mercy. Such are the answers in close proximity to the 
pa:ssage before us. To these things may be added the effects they have 
upon the mind and heart of believers. Believers are grateful for the 
marvellous deliverances Divine grace has wrought for them. " HE 
brought me up out of the horrible pit," expresses the deep thought of 
the renewed heart. Then follows the experience of joyful acceptance. 
What a rich expressive word is this "acceptance in the Beloved ONE." 
Thi~, dear read~r, _is the first step in the chain of experience. Acceptance 
realised-what 1s 1t? Surely the revelation of union with Jesus-one 
with Jesus ! Is there any greater joy to Christian souls than the 
realisation oftheir standing in Christ ? To have the mind subject to 
His authority, will, and wore'!. It is the great need of all to-day. Alas I 
we forget what a Friend we have in Jesus I While thinking about these 
great blessings and rrivileges, there are still more blessings possessed. 
Fully redeemed ! Think over that word redeemed-how much that 
means to us ! Then those " in Christ'' are sealed, they have a Divine 
mark, the signet of approval, of purchase, ownership, and, as such 
greatly favoured ones, they are "6itting in hearenly places, in Christ," 
and in Him we 

HAVE OBTAINED .GRl<:ATE6T WEALTH. 

"In whom we have obtained an inheritance." The idea of inherit
ance in the Old Testament and the New leads us to notice certain 
particulars in connection with both Test11ments. In that, nf the Old the 
idea appears to be that the saints are God's inheritance. 'l'ake for an 
example of what I LJean that beautiful passage recorded in Deut. 
xxxii. 9, "The Lord's portion is His people: Jacob is the lot of His 
inheritance." Such a clear and full statement needs no comment from 
me, only that I may say it reveals great love and condescen:.ion on 
the part of God, and great privilege and exaltation on the part of 
those who are set apart for so distinguished a favour. This the first 
link in the chain suggests; God designed Israel "to be unto Him a 
people of inheritance.'' This is the end of Divine choice, th.i one 
object of the Divine will-His inheritance. So we find that Moses 
reminds God of this truth when he said, "Yet they are Thy people." 
They were not only His people, but they were and still ure "Thine 
inheritance." The Holy Spirit through the apostle teaches exactly the 
same truth as Moses did. We only give the words, viz., "What the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints." A further con
sideration reveals to the mind that, as the saints are God's inherit
ance, so God is the inheritance of the saints. The man of God decla.red 
that Jehovah had been their Dwelling-Place in aJI gener~tio~s. Wha!, 
however, I would seek to impress upon the relider s attent10n 1s that this 
inheritance is a present po~session. It is conferred by Divine favo~r ; 
it is bestowed at the new birth. That new birth means a resurrect10n 
and a marvellous translation, rising into a new life, and coming out of 
darkness into the light .. It comes to many of the children of God a~ an 
unexpected ble1;,ing, as in lhe case of San] of Tarsus (see Acts 1x.). 
With this you may compare the caEe of Zaccheus (Luke xix.). In both 
cases you have an unexpected transition, by which both men diEco,ered 
what they had been strangers to till then. Is it not so with many of 
God's dear children ? Let us, however, examine in "hat our inheritance 
consists. The first thought given is that "we are heirs of God." We 
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are said to be "heirs in hope of eternal life," and "heirs of tbe king
dom." Believers are said to be "partakers of Christ" and of the 
"Divine nature.'' GGd our inheritance. We may get some help from 
the Psalmist, especially when he says the" name of the Lord is a Tower." 
To that Tower the tried and tempted resort. We hide ourselves under 
the sha,fow of His wings. The feelings of the afflicted saints are right1y 
and very fit1.iagly described in oar favourite hymn-

" Rock of Ages cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee." 

·" God is onr Refuge and, Strength." This will ever be the cry of 
renewed souls. So, then, we gather a cheering thought from our medi
tation. God is to-day our Refuge, and we are His portion. Observe 
the union ; admire the wonders of grace and the marvellous loving
kindness of the Lord. But we must proceed to another precious truth. 
Being IN Christ is • 

ACCORDING TO DIVINE PURPOSE. 

I would impress this thought very deeply on the mind-viz., that 
salvation is not of human contrivance, not of priestly interference, not 
an after-thought. but is the result of Divine deliberation, and of pre
destinating mercy. But for this no flesh could or wonld be saved. Along 
the lines of predestination and electing mercy flows eternal salvation. 
According to this, it should be clearly understood and readily acknow~ 
]edged that the means and instruments of conviction were all duly end 
irrevocably fixed in God's decrees from the foundation of the world: The 
time of the eonl's deliverance, and the moment of the gracious meeting 
of Jesus the Saviour and the burdened soul-yes, all the circumstances 
in connection with that wonderful tracs~tion, and the subsequent life 
and experience were ell marked because fully known on high. All 
Divine purposes must and will be effectually performed in the soul of 
every object of Divine, sovereign election. The one eternal purpose uf 
grace, as we are considering it, is that the person 01· persons so elected 
should enjoy the ble8sed privilege of being in Christ. That was God's 
thought, purpose, and dEsign. How great the thought! How noble 
the purpose ! And how grllnd the design ! Truly worthy of Deity ! 

" Then let our souls In Him rejoice, 
As favour'd objects of His choice: 
Redeem'd e.nd sav'd by grace, we sing 
Eternal pre.ise to ChTist our King." 

THE THORN IN THE FLESH. 
BY JOHN WHITAKER. 

"And lest I should be exe.lted above measure," etc.-2 Cor. xii. 7-9. 

AFFLICTIVE dispensations are not easy to bear ; for, as the apostle 
declares in Heb. xii. 11, "No chastening for the pre,ent seemeth 

to be joyous, but grievous ; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peace
able fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." To . 
be cured of the disease we must submit to the doctor's prescription, and 
it is on record that," Whom the Lord loveth He cbasteneth, nnd scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth." What it was that constituted Paul's 
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"thorn in the flesh," we are not informed in the Word of God; but I 
think Barnes is not far out when he says that, " It was some infirmity 
of the flesh, some bodily affliction or calamity, that was like the continual 
piercin_q of the flesh with a thorn, and that it was something that was 
designed to prevent spiritual pride." This seems to be the apostle's 
meaning. He had been very highly honoured of God; had received 
revelations, seen visions of the glories of heaven, was endowed with such 
marvellous intellectual powers, and had received such manifest tokens of 
the Divine favour, that so long as he remained upon this earth, and was 
subject to the infirmities of the flesh, it was necessnry that some restraint • 
should be put upon him ; Paul recognized the nece!!sity, but speaks of 
the " thorn in the flesh" as a gift-it" was given to him "-he·did not 
conside:r it an. affliction, but received it as a gift, a favour conferred 
upon him by bis Hea~enly Father, as a token of His love. Trials and 
afflictions are but stepping-stones along the Christian's pathway to 
bring him to his Father's house on high. Let us, too, accept them in 
thankfulness as the love-tokens of our gracious God. 

In the 8th verse the apostle says, " For this thing I besought tbe 
Lord thrice, that it might depart from me." Barnes, upon this passage 
says, "The word Lord in the New Testament, when it stands without 
any other word in connection to ·limit its signification, commonly 
denotes the Lord Jesus Christ." It was to Jesus, therefore, that Paul 
addressed bis prayer, and this proves that our Lord Jesus Christ is a 
proper object of worship, and that we can go to Him in every time of 
need. What a power there is in prayer, avd what a mercy to have a 
prayer-hearing and answering God to go to in all our times of sorrow 
and distress. The apostle was but human, he felt the pricking of the 
thorn, and prayed for its removal ; and this is just a picture of the 
every-day life of the child of God. Daily witnessing and cross-bearing 
teach i!!lportant lessons which may all be summed up in the words of 
our Lord, "Without Me ye can do nothing." Paul could say," By the 
grace of God I am what i: am," and yet declare himself to be the chief 
of sinners-a sinner saved by grace, through faith in the atoning work 
of the dear Redeemer. 

" Among the Jews, three was a sacred number, and repeated instances 
occur where an important transaction is mentioned as having been done 
thrice " (Barnes). Space will not admit of references other than that of 
our Lord in the garden, 1,;hen He prayed three times that the cup might 
pass from Him ; and the apostle prayed thre_e times for the thorn to be 
removed. Answers to prayer come in a variety of ways ; in the case be
fore us it was the promise of help in the time of trial. Earnest im
portunate prayer will most assuredly be answered. "If the vision tarry, 
wait for it." Many a prayer has been answered after long intervals of 
years ; others, almost as soon as uttered-Hezekiah, and the thief on the 
cross are cases in point ; but others have had to wait, and Paul among 
the number. The apostle's was a thrice-repeated prayer, and yet be tells 
us the why and the whererore of the trial. through which be was called 
to pass, as though he had received an immediate revelation to that 
effect. But was it so ? In the 2od verse he says, "I knew a man in 
Christ above fourteen years ago "-and then goes on to tell of his 
wonderful experience in being caught up to the third heaven, and that 
then he had given him" the thorn in the.flesh," lest he should be exalted 
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above meisure. :Fourteen years' experience or the all-sufficient grace of 
God enabled him to write as though btJ, from the first, had received an 
immediate answer to bis prayer. 

Let us learn to be more earnest in prayer, no~ only for ourselves, but 
for Zion's prosperity also. We may not get all we ask for. for we ofte:i 
ask amiss; still we have the promise that ir we ask we shall receive. 
"Pray without ceasing," is the apostolic injunction, and our Lord's 
parable of the importunate widow is an encouragement to p~ayer. Have 
any or my readers a "thorn in the flesh ? " Alas ! who is free from its 
necessity? The depravity of our human nature, and our own evil 
hearts, bear ample testimony lo the fa«.:t, that, were it not for restraining 
and upholding grace, none even or the new-born sons of Gad would 
ever reach the blissful shores of Emmannel's land. '· In the world ye 
shall have tribulation," says the dear Redeemer," but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world." Whatever may be the trials and afflictions, 
or however sharp and severe the temptations, through which we arc 
called upon to pass in our pilgrimage to the better land, let us never 
forget that we have in Jesus, "A Brother born for adversity; " that 
"He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin;" and 
that His gracious invitation still holds ~ood, "Come unto Me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

In nature, the sweete8t flowers o.re guarded by thorns ; and in the 
kingdom of gr,we, the sweetest manifestations of Divine love come from 
the furnace of affliction. "Thorns in the flesh" form part or the 
necessary discipline here below for the children of God. Precious 
metal must be tried in the fire, and not until this morto.l shall have put 
on immortality, and we awake in the likeness or our blessed Lord, shall 
we be free from them. May the Divine Spirit enable us to bring all our 
cares to Him who careth for us. that we may daily prove by a 'happy 
experience, that His grace is sufficient for us, and to His Name will we 
give all the glory for ever. Amen. 

FORGIVENESS .A CONST.A.NT NEED.-" Blessed is he whose trnns
g-ression is forgiven," etc. "Now it is necessary to consider to whom 
this happiness belongs, which may ell.Sily be gathered from the 
circumstances of the time. When David was taught that he was blessed 
through the mercy of God alone, he was not an alien from the Church 
of God ; on the contrary, he had profited above many in the fear and 
service of God, and in holiness or life, and bad exercised himEclf in all 
the duties of godliness. And even after making these advantages in 
religion, God so exercised him that he placed the Alpha end Omega or 
his salvation in his gratuitous reconciliation to God. Kor is it without 
reason that Zacharie.s, in his song, represents ' the knowledge of salYa
tion' as consisting in knowing ' the remission of sins' (Luke i. 77). The 
more eminently that anyone excels in holiness, the farthe1· be feels him
self from perfect righteousness, and the more clearly he perceives that he 
can trust in nothing but the mercy or God alone. . . . As believers 
are every day involved in many faults, it will profit them nothing that 
they have once entered the way or righteousness, unles'l the same grace 
which brought them into it accompnny them to the last step of their 
lives."-J. Calvin. 
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SUNSET RAYS. 
IlY A GARDEN LABOURER. 

" Here is my rest for ever: here will I dwell ; for I have desired it." 
-Psalm cxxxii. 14. 

THIS is God's desire, to dwell in Zion, in the heart.s of His pe::>ple; 
and this is thy desire, my brother, my sisttr, if thy heart is right 

with God. "Search the Scriptures; " examine thyself, whether thou be 
in the faith. If all be right, thou shalt find that "rest which 
remaineth for the people of God," even rest to your soul in Jesus : 
for He has declared it; and as thy God rests on His love in Zion, 
which He has chosen for His habitation, because His King, Jesus, is 
there upon His holy hill, so shalt thou rest in all thy journey through; 
and when the closing hour shall come, His everlasting arms shall be 
under thee, and thou shalt find Hi& love and His desire a sure refuge. 
He will dwell in Zion through all eternity, and thou shalt be there too, 
for "HE HATH DESIRED IT." 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

IV.-SOUTH LONDON. 

b: turning our attention to London south of the river, we come to ground rich 
in interesting and instructive annals ; but, best of all, it is ground where 
the Master's presence is to-day gloriously manifested in the life and 
activities of Hie baptized flocks. Permit me, first, to record the main facts 
of general interest in the history of the 

METROPOLl'I;AN TADERNACLE CHURCH. 

In the middle of the seventeenth century a Baptist Church was known 
to meet for worship in the hall • of one of the City companies-the 
Glaziers' Company-which hall was situated in Thames Street. Two of its 
pastors are noted in the records to which I have had access; if there were 
others before them, I know them not ; the two known to me were Edward 
Draper (or Drapes) and William Consett. It is probable that the present 
Metropolitan Tabernacle Churc·h carrie out from this society in 1652, on the 
ground of some practices therein which were deemed disorderly. From the 
time of this separation, in 

THE YEAR 1652, 
they have been held together, in the faith and fellowship of the Lord Jeeue 
Christ, as a Particulai· Baptist Ch~;·ch. Ae thus constituted, their first pastor 
was William Rider, who published a small book in vindication of the ceremony 
of laying-on of hands on baptised believers. 

For several years following Mr. Rider's decease the Church was without a 
p:ietor. Then, out of the county of Buckinghamshire, came 

DENJAMIN KEACH,· 

who accepted the Church's hearty invitation, and became their second pastor. 
In the year 1668 he was solemnly ordained to the office by laying-on of hand!!. 
At this time the congregation met for worship in various private houses, and 
with all their care to avoid persecution were frequently disturbed, some of 
their number being haled before the magistrates. 

In 1G72, when the Declaration of Indulgence was issued by Charles II., a 
large wooden meeting-house, but containing 

NO SEATS, 

was erected in Goat's Yard Passage, Southwark. In this, the first place .of 
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worship possessed by the Church, there was accommodation for 1,000 persons. 
Hert, Mr. Keach was abundantly blessed in his pastoral labours. He also 
found time to write voluminously in defence of Baptist principles. He was 
the author of many valuable Gospel works, beginning with his " Child's 
Instructor," for which he was put in the "pillory,"' both at Aylesbury and at 
Winslow ; his " Key to Open Scripture Metaphors" and an "Exposition of 
the Pa.rabies'' are estimable books, consulted by: preachers and teachers to this 
day. During his pastorate at Goat's Yard Passage he issued a work on" The 
Jewish Sabbath Abrogated" (1700), which was occasioned by some of his 
people embracing the principles of the Seventh Day Baptists ; he presented a 
copy of thi~ book to Dr. Tillotson (then Archbishop of Canterbury), who 
approved of it so highly that he' admitted Pastor Keach to his favour and 
acquaintance. The introdnction of Keach to the Archbishop was made by 
Pastor J oho Gosnold, of the Baptist Church in Barbican, for whom his lordship 
had a great respect, and was often one of his hearers. 

Mr. Keach received his call home in the month of July, 170-!, being then 
6! yeus of age. He was succeeded in the pastorate of the Church under 
review by his son-in-law, Benjamin· Stinton. This good brother fulfilled the 
office of third pastor lovingly and faithfully during fourteen years, his 
pastorate being specially distinguished by the establishment of the Baptist 
Fund. Mr. Stinton joined the church triumphant on the 11th of February, 
1719. After this we find ourselves at the threshold of stirring scenes, the 
account of which will (D.V.) be "continued in ou,-next." 

SAMUEL BANKS. 

Tne Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltha.m, Kent, Ja.nua.ry, 1903. 

THE PULPIT, ·rHE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

Established Testimony. Twelva Ser• 
moos by T. Bradbury. London: Tbe 
Hoa. Sec., Publishing Company, 16, 
MeJfort Road, Denmark Park, Ce.m
be.-well, S.E. Brighton: The Robin
son Printing Company, Ltd., Duke 
Street. Price, cloth, letter~d, One 
shilling and sixpence; by post, One 
shilling and ninepence; three copies or 
more, post free. 

THIS is the bound volume of Mr. Brad
bury'd monthly sermons issued during 
190:.!. We learn from the preface that 
owing t_o incree.sin~ weakness the 
montbly sermons will be discontinued, 
but occasional sermons will be issued, 
which can be obtained as above, by post 
three-halfpence per copy ; six copies or 
more one penny each, post fre". Year 
by year we have commended Mr. Brad
bury's sermons. The present volume is 
in hO wise behind its preaecessors. We 
have in the,e sermons full measure of 
Gospel truth, pressed down, and run
ning over. A covenant triune God and 
a covenaut triune salvation form the 
substance of every true Gospel ministry, 
nnd our Author is a workman that 
needeth not to be a.shamed, for he 
knoweth how rightly to ilivide the WorJ 

of Tf'tith. Lovers of the GodpAI will 
obtain many a feast, and be edified and 
instruoted from a per11sal of these ser
mons. 'fheN !Ire no ifs or peradventures 
here to foul the stream of sovereign 
distinguishing grace, but covenant pur
poses, vromises, 1rnd pcrfornumc, s are 
held out to the admiring view of the 
covene.n t people. 

Light Ahoy! or, The Secrets of the 
Lighthouse. By Augu~te. Oook. 

The Story of William the Silent, and 
Holland's Fight for Freedom. By 
W. Stanley Martin. Loudon : Morgan 
and Scott, and R. Banks and Son. 
Price, pc.per coverd, One shilling; cloth 
boards, Eighteenpencc. 

Liaht Ahoy is an 11.Ltempt to unfold the 
prophecies of Daniel and John in the 
Apocalypse. The vagaries of some who 
have set themselves up ns interpreters 
of prophecy have disgusted sober
minded believers, and produced with 
not a few a distaste to the study of 
prophecy. Yet prophecy forms no incon
biderable part of the Hacred Writing~, 
and isgivcn for the profitof the Church, 
and sh<>uld not thereforo be neglected, 
The me:hod of interpretation purrned by 
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ttc Authoress is the " Historice.l." We 
believe this to be the true interpretatio'l, 
and judge the pruofs advanced of past 
fulfilments to be for the most part irre
futable. With respect to future fulfil
ments, wee.re at one with the 4-uthoress 
in the final and complete destruction of 
the Romisb Apostacy, but cannot sub
scribe to her view of thi Second 
Advent, the tirst resurrection, and the 
millenial a~e. The Authoress is evi
dentiy a close and careful student of 
prophecy, and thoroughly acquainted 
witil the literature of the subject, while 
she writes soberly, yet in an interesting 
and dear manner. Her Protestantism 
is beyond suspicion. 

The Story of William the Silent is one 
of the grandest in human his~ory, and 
Mr. Martin has done well to give us this 
epitome of that heroic struggle. To 
those unacquainte:l with Motley's great 
work, this will give them the salient 
points, and it maybe c!luse them to read 
that history. To the young it is better 
suited than the 1 arger work, and we hope 
that it will be largely read by them. The 
Author has done his w,:irk well, and 
manage:l in 122 pages to convey a 
thoroughly good general vie.v of the 
c::mflict, while interesting details, giving 
life and colour to the story, are not lack• 
ing. We commend this book to Suriday 
S:hool superintendr.nts and secretaries 
as being vastly preferable as a reward 
book to most of the story books so 
largely circulated. Here th'l up-coming 
generation may learn bow hardly freedom 
bas been won in days of yore; learn to 
value it better, a,,d be prepared to 
jealously and watchfully guard it. Both 
books arc profusely illustrated, and 
neatly got up. 

Come and Welcome to Jesus Ghrist. By 
John Bu:iyao. 

Rejoicing in the lord Jesus in all Cases 
and Conditions. By Hobert Asty. 
London: Walter G. Wherler and Co., 
and R. Banks and Sons. Price, 
paper covers, One shilling; cloth, Two 
shillings nett. 

THESE books form Vole. 1 and 2 of the 
new "Puritan Library." Oo_me and 
Welcome is an old friend of approach
ing forty years' standing. We heartily 
welcome tLis reprint, and trust that it 
may secure a lar:;e circulation. Few 
books are so well adapted to cheer and 
encoura~e seeking souls, and to remove 
the objections which Satan and unbelief 
raise in the mind. It ought to be mu~h 
better known than it is. Buuyan under
stood, from his own deep experience, 
how to deal with distressed consciences. 

Vol. 2 is II treatise on Hab, iii. This will 
not be much to the mind of the flashy 
and flimsy professors of the day, whose 
constant cry is for something " brief and. 
bright." Brief enough, we fear, will 
their brightness be, except sovereign 
grace takea them in band. But those 
who love solidity, and desire to build 
on a sure foundation, will re~d with 
both pleasure and profit. We heartily 
wish this new venture, in presenting 
"Puritan classics•· to tbo religious 
puolic, gre~t success. Come and lrel
come is embellished with a portrait of 
the grand old dreamer. 
Thoughts from the Word of God. Same 

publishers as the Puritan Library, 
Price, cloth, lettered, Three shillings. 

Tms is the bound volume of the monthly 
publication. edited by Mr. P. W. 
Heward. We reviewed the first volume 
a year ago, u.nd expressed, on the whole, 
a favourable. opinion of its contents. 
We think this second volume quite up 
to the standard of the first, and even 
that :t shows an improvement. Its 
Editor is not afraid of the doctrines of 
grace, nor does he hesitate to defend 
God's unconditional and absolute elec
tio11 of His people unto eternal life in 
Chr'.st Jesus-a rare thing in these 
di.ye. One thing we much admire in Mr. 
HewarJ-bis profound veneration for 
God'dinspired Word. He will not a 'mit 
any tampering ,with the plenary and 
verb11.l inspiration of the Hol)• Scriptur~e. 
We wish Mr. Heward succees in his 
editorial labours, 
The Puritan Quarterl1J. Same pub

blidhers and editor; Price Sixpence 
nett; Two shillings and sixpence per 
annum, p·oet free. 

THIS is an attempt to revive the almost 
forgotten "Puritan theology," wbioh 
we <levoutly wish may succeed. What 
with Ritu11lism and Priestcraft on the 
one band, and the thinly-disguised 
R11tionali1m, which is eatiog the life out 
of the Free Churches on the other, there 
is need, great need, deep need of a re
viving of sound, Scriptural, spiritual 
religion. Though in some not unim
portant pJints we differ from most of 
the Puritan authors, yet in many, and 
these most important, points, they never 
have been excelled, probably not equalled. 
Such men as 'f. Goodwi,1, J. Owen, S. 
Charoock, J. Bunyo.n, and other~, are 
dear to our memory from the works they 
have lt:ft behind them. 'l'ruly there 
were giants (of quit11 a different order 
to those we read of in Genesis) in 
thoee days. The first number of the 

I P1trilan Quarterl11 promises well. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

CAMDEN TOWN.-NOBTH LONDON the prayer of :Moses. In dealing with 
COLLEGIATE S0HOOL. the promises of God, he sa.id they were 

THE olosing services in connection with even sweeter than they were thirty years 
the above-named place of wordbip were ago, because of the character of the 
held on Wednesday evening, December Promiser. His promises were for all 
31st, 1902, and Lord'd-d&y, Ja.naary 4th, eternity. Recondly, be reviewed his 
1903. own experience, stating that npon two 

Daring the thirty years' ministry ocoa.aions his life had been mercifully 
here such men as the late John Ha.zel- preserved, and mentioned fnrtber how 
ton (of Ct:a.dwell-3treet), Chas. Hill often his own soul bad been blessed 
(of Safl'olk), and Mr. W. Jeyea Styles, under the Word there. Thirdly he 
beside many others, have declii.ied the reminded the friends of the proaµects 
whole ooansel of God; bat I am quite before them, gying that although God 
sure not one of them has ever preached had olosed one door, He had opened 
the Gospel of sovereign gra.oe more another at B.1,saett-street, where the 
sweetly and efl'.iotua.lly than the friends hoped to joia with Mr. H. T. 
esteemed servant who preached the two CbiLverd and the Keppel-street friends 
la.at sermons in oar hearing. 'fbe last the firat Lord's day in Febrna.ry (D.V.). 
servioe of the old yei.r was oondacted La.stly, he dea.lt with the prayer of 
by Mr. John Cooper, sen., on Wednea• Moaes, and said: What a. mercy it was 
day, Dacember 31st, and it was a touch- tha.t we ha.d the promise of God's pre
ing time. This venera.ble servant of sence, whon ee.rthly friends were hken 
God oommended the people to God, a.nd a.way. The man of Gud looked beyond 
spoke of his great love for them whilst C.1,leb and Joshua. to the Lord Himself. 
he bad been · privileged to speak to At 3 p.m. our brother returned to ad
tbem. dress the soholars from the words 

After prayer by Mr. Freeman and tho "'Fhe Lord bath been mindful of us,: 
writer of these lines, Mr. Cooper in- (Paa. oxv. 12), after which be dia
-vited Mr. Barrows to say a few words, tribated the Bibles, Testaments, and 
which lie responded to, stating, how- New Yen's mottoes to the children. 
ever; tha.t at snob 11, time as that he Addresses were given by Messrs. 
woald ra.tber talk to God than a.bout Hawes, I. R. Wa.kelin, West, Freema.n, 
Him, pa.rtioalarly as he was to preach and .\.farrow. 
the farewell services on the Lard's· In the evening the text we.a, "Jesus 
da.y. Chridt the ea.me yesterda.y, to-day, a.nd 

The first Sanday in the new year for ever" (Heh. xiii. 8)-(1) The Person 
having dawned upon us, onr beloved referred to (Jesus Christ); (:l) His 
brother, Mr. C. J. Burrowa, ea.me up, sa.meness ; (3) His oho.ra.cter a.s a.n 
filled with tbe Holy Spirit, and it was Offio~-bearer on behs.lf o1 His Cbaroh. 
truly a melting time. Like Joseph of In deeoribing the Perdon of Hid Divine 
old, he fed his brethren oat of his M'l.ster our brother had very grea.t 
henenly King's storehouse, and the liberty. He set Him forth o.s the Word 
Word was manna to the souls o[ God's of God, the Son whom the Fa.ther re
people. The writer has been signally joioed in-fa.r more tha.n au ea.rthly 
blessed under his preaching, but never fa.ther could rejoice in his son-as the 
more so than upon this oooasion, 1 Wonderful \Isa. ix, 6), mighty to sa.ve 
regretted that there were not more out (Isa. lxiii. 1), and the grea.t Gift of the 
in the morning, but the weather is not Father to the Church. Seoondlr, the 
very attractive iu January, Our sa.meness. There were three periods 
brother's text was Exod. xxxiii. 14, 15, indicated in our text. Changes might 
•· If Thy presence go not with me, come in our history. There had been 
oury us not up hence. And He said, a time when the place wa.s filled, and 
My presence she.II go with thee, and I now it was very thin, but there ha.d 
will give thee rest." He took a. retro- been no change in the theme. He 
speotive view of the way the Lord had begged the people to join a Church of 
led them in C.i.mden Town during the the sa.me faith a.nd order, a.s he loved it 
ps.st thirty years, ma.king allusions to very dearly, beoa.use it exalted Chribt 
some of the godly dee.cans naw in and la.id the sinner low. He wa.s the 
glory-brother Ha.ynes being espeoia.lly ea.me in His immuta.ble love. Wha.t a 
e.lluded to. He also referred to the late mercy it was tba.t His love W!l,B the 
Chas. Hill and his sweet preaching, and . sa.me, whether He caressed or frowned, 
in the coarse of his roma.rks said that 'i a.nd it was a. mercy for us if we were 
the text seleoted upon this la.st Sun- brought to love Him a.nd His sa.inte. 
day here had been one of the texts I There wa.~ also no oha.nge in llis 
prea.ched from at the opening ser- I a.toning blood; tha.t ha.d the ea.me 
vices, The divisions were-(1) The effioa.oy as ever. He wa.s also the ea.me 
promise; (2) His own experience; (3) to protect. Lastly, our brother dee.It 
The praspeots before them; and, lastly, : with his Divine Lord in His va.rious 
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offices as Prophet, Priest, King, Shep
herd, Husband, and Friend. After that 
our brother administered the ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper, after which the 
finq,J Church meeting was held, when 
arrangements were made to join the 
Keppel-street friends at their opening 
services in Bassett-street the first Sun
day in February. Doubtless m&ny 
present felt the parting, but we feel 
sure that the Lord's hand has guided us 
aright, and to Him be all the praise. 
Yours in the Lord's service,._ 

D . .ISUTCHER. 

LEE (DACRE·PARK).-The Parents' 
Supper in conne]tion with the Sunday
school wn.s held in the schoolroom on 
Tue2day, January 6th. A goodly num
ber of parents were present, and did 
ample j nstice to the repast. Addresses 
were aelivered by Mr. C. W. Sears 
(superintendent) and Mr. H. J. Wile
man (president). The evening was 
enlivened by music and singing. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
-A watch-night service was held here, 
condncted by brother Ackland, who, 
after a solemn address, distribnted hi9 
text as a New Year's motto card-"At 
the last" (Prov. v. 11-13). On Jan. 
8th the members and friends, at the 
invitation of the deacons, held their 
annual social tea-meeting. An ad
journment afterwards took place to 
the upper schoolroom, where an inter
esting and prr,litable meeting was 
held, brother Oxborrow being in the 
Ch&ir. Brethren Boddington, Thiser
ton, Coulson, and Ackland took p&rt, 
and the anno11ncement w&s made that 
£7 2~. 6d. was subscribed to the Reno
v&tion Fnnd. Singing the Doxology 
closed the proceedings. 

CROYDON.-The New Year's meet, 
ing and pastor's fourthannivera&ry was 
held at the Derby-road Baptist Chapel 
on January 6th, 1903, when an excellent 
sermon was pree.ched in the aftnnoon 
by pastor 0. S. Dolbey, of the Surrey 
Tabernacle, from Phil. iv. 19. We found 
it good and helpful to listen as our 
brother grew warm with the theme of 
the gree.t and good provision the Fe.ther 
has ma.de for His children in the 
fulneee of Christ J eeus. The friends 
then gathered in tha schoolroom for 
te&, e.fter which e. public meeting- w&s 
held in the che.pel, brother J, M. 
Rundell kindly e.nd efficiently presi
ding, 11,nd, after ILD opening hymn e.nd 
prayer by brother Cullingford, ce.lled 
on the pe.etor for e. brief statement of 
the condition of &!fa.ire generally, which 
was responded to in a glad note of 
praise to the Lord for e. somewhat pros
perous ye&r, the recorded fruit having 
been gre&ter th&n in e.ny other yee.r 
since the building of the che.pel, 

and all its agencies e.re now in healthy 
working order, pre.yer meetings being 
espeolally warm e.nd h&ppy seasons. 
The chairme.n followed with e. genie.I, 
spiritual, e.nd approprie.te addreee, and 
ce.lled on brother H. Dad6well, who 
spoke from Je.e. iv. 15, brother J. E. 
Flegg from John xvii. 17, brother 'f. 
Jones from Ise.. xlviii. 17, e.nd brother 
0. S. Dolbey from Pea. cxlv. 19. The 
presence and bleesing of the Lord were 
sweetly realised e.e the epee.kere (evi
dently led by the Holy Spirit) ge.ve 
"goodly words," whioh· me.de it e. season 
of holy fellowship. Finances were 
cheering, e.nd a ree.lly good meeting 
closed with the Doxology e.nd pr&!er by 
the chairme.n,-EBENEZER BEECHER. 

ALDRINGHAM.-We he.ve entered 
upon the new yee.r with joyful antici
p&tione. The young people's Bible
cle.es we.a invited by the pastor to a 
sooie.l on the 3rd, and e. splendid time 
was spent. A he.nder,me hanging lamp, 
recently presented by the members to 
Mr. and Mrs. Oxborrow (e.t whose houee 
we meet)as e. token of mutual appreoie.
ciation, was lighted. Speoial pre.yer 
meetings were held, one each night, e.t 
the various ville.ge stations, e.nd the 
yee.r bege.n in the spirit of the Church's 
motto ('' Looking unto Jesus"), whioh 
the pe.stor he.s presented ee.ch member 
with e. oopy of, and w11 hope the Holy 
Spirit will engre.ve the ee.me on each 
bee.rt. The field of le.hour looks par
ticule.rly ripe just now, and we believe 
the he.rveet oannot be fe.r off. There is 
e. le.rge n:amber of young people e.roand 
us. of whom one brother expressed our 
hope when he e.eked the Lord "that 
those we pre.yed for at the New Yee.r 
might, ere the year cloea, pre.y for 
themselves." 

WATFORD TABERNACLE. - On 
Wedneede.y, Je.nue.ry 7th, 1903, special 
services were held to commemorate our 
pe.etor's tenth annivese.ry. Our pastor 
preached e. good sermon in the after• 
noon from Rev. xv. 3, e.fter whioh e. 
goodly number of friends enjoJed tee.. 
At the evening meeting our pe.etor 
presided, 1and in his opening reme.rke 
reviewed the past ten yee.re of hie work 
amongst us. During his ministry he 
he.s reoeived 170 into the Church, 73 of 
whom he he.a been privileged to be.ptize. 
During the ee.me period he he.a been 
inetrumente.l in re.ieing the sum of 
£1,725, e.nd to-de.y there is no debt 
whatever upon the plaoe. After ex
pressing hie the.nke to our hee.venly 
Fe.thor for all Hie mercies to us as e. 
Churoh and people, he called upon 
brother C. Goodson, who g-e.ve us e. good 
address on our Lord's dealings with Bis 
people in providence e.nd grace, e.nd 
conoluded by presenting our pastor 
with e. life-size portrait of himself-the 
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gift of the Church and congregation. 
On a beautifully inscribed plate are 
these words: •·Presented by the Couroh 
and congregation to Mr. G. W. Thomae, 
as a token of love and appreciation of· 
hie gr~at work of service during ten 
years at the Tabernacle. January 7th, 
1903." Oar pastor thanked us in hie 
own happy, loving way; and then our 
brother J effa, ol St. Albans, gave a 
grand address on " Predestination." 
Brother Stadden followed with, "They 
remembered the words." And then 
brother Scoonee followed with the 
words, "What hast thou i:l. the bouee 7 
A pot of oil.''. And it was indeed good 
for all of us to be there. It was a 
joyous family gathering. Oar speakers 
were all oar own men, and in this re
spect God has indeed blessed us as a 
Church. So we face the future, asking 
that we may yet "see greater things 
than even these," and that our Church 
may become a greater power in Watford 
than ever it has been. ·• To God be all 
the glory." 

FULHAM.-EBENEZEB, LILLIE•ROAD. 
SPECIAL services in connection with 
the thirteenth anniversary of the 
formation of the Church were held on 
Lord's-da.y, November 23rd, 1902, when 
Mr. A. Andrews (pastor-elect) preached 
two sermons-in the morning from Acts 
ii. 47; evening, Sol, Song viii. 5. 

On the following Tuesday Mr. E. 
Mitchell preached. strange to say, from 
the sa.me text as brother Andrews on 
tbe previous Lord's-day evening-viz., 
Sol. Song viii. 5. The sermon wa.s much 
enjoyed, and proved a time of blessing 
to all present. Aboat sixty friends sat 
down to tea. 

by the Lord's blessing, was free from 
debt. The remembrance of the Lord's 
appearance for us in this respect 
encourages us to believe that when an 
earnest appeal is made the money will 
be forthcoming to enable us to arise 
and build. 

We rejoice that tbe spirit of love and 
unity is amongst us, and we were deter
mined to maintain tbe precious truths 
of the Gospel, and desire that the spirit 
of prayer may he continued unto us 
that we may continually bear up our 
pastor before the Lord for His blessing 
upon the Word preached. 

Our chairman offered a few encoura
ging remarks respecting the Lord's 
mindfalneijs of us since the commence
ment of the Cause, and did not doubt 
that, as the Lord ha.d begun the work, 
lie would ca.rry it on ; he wished us 
every blessing in oar efforte. 

Brother E. Mitchell spoke from John 
iii. 33. 

Brother Andrews, a.fter referring to 
the lea.dinge of the Lord in respect to 
hie ooming to Fulha.m, spoke from Acts 
xii. 24. 

Brother Dalbey then spoke from Psa.. 
oxxii. 1, a.nd brother J.E. Flegg from 
John xii. 32. 

The addresses were most encouraging. 
Pca.yer by brother Andrews brought 
this very happy meeting to a close. 

We were mach cheered by eeeing 
such•·. a goodly number of friends 
present from surrounding Churchee, 
showing their loving sympathy with 
1:18, By the kindneee of our chairman, 
the colleotions amounted to :£8 I 2s. 9hd, 

A. E. P. 

CHATHAM (ENON).-The anniver
sary of the Sunday-school was oele
brated on December 31st. )lr. W. A. 
Dale preached in the afternoon from 
Luke ii. (part of 11th verse). After tea, 
the evening meetinit wo.e preeided over 
by Mr. Dale, who addressed the scholars 
and distributed prizes. Mr. A. Andrews, 
a fo!mer teacher in the school (the 
newly-elected pastor of the Cause at 
Fulham). also addressed the scholars. 
Speoio.l hymns and recitation• were 
rendered by our young people. Friend■ 
present expressed hearty appreciation 
of addresses and efforts of eoholan, 
which formed a fitting note of thank
fulness for mercies received, and trust 
in our oovenant God for a continuance 
of Mame. A happy closing of the year 
1\102.-8, c. 

The evening meeting was commenced 
by singing the well-known and soul
stirring hymn, "Come, Thou Fount of 
every blessing." Brother A. Boulden, 
who presided, and whom we were de
lighted to see with us, as he took a 
kindly and pra.otioal interest in the 
Cause a.t its commencement, read part 
or the 89th Psalm. Prayer having been 
offered by brother Licence, the secre
tary gave a brief but cheering report or 
the Lord's blessing which had rested 
upon the Cause during the past year, 
referring specially to the faot that 
brother A. Andrews had reoeived and 
accepted an unanimous invitation to 
the pastorate. Oar brother's ministry 
had been richly blessed, which called 
forth praise to our God for this token 
~r His favour. The membership had 
increased from 37 to 43-six by baptism THAME.-The first anniversary in 
and one by experience. The finances connection with the pastor's (W. 
were S'\tisfaotory. The Building Fund Chambers) settlement took place on 
was slowly increasing, and we were Sunday, January 11th. It was arranged 
looking forward hopefully to the time that the pastor ehould be the preaoh_er. 
to commemorate building a permanent The p~evion~ Wednesday he m_et '!Ith 
sinctnary-whioh was badly needed- 1 an aoc1dent 1n the town. Gomg mto 
upon the valuable freehold land which, an office, a trap-door was open and un-
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guarded. The pastor fell through into 
a well some feet deep. There was 
"much water" at the bottom; this 
broke the fall ; no bones were broken, 
but a severe shaking confined him to 
h_is ro~ for some da.y~. To prevent 
d1se.pporntment, the pastor's son ( W. G. 
Chambers) wa.s telegraphed to a.nd 
being disengaged wa.s able to o'ccupy 
the pulpit, a.nd did it excellently well. 
'fhe friends ea.me up to the serviceaand 
gave their free-will a.nd love offerings 
for th~ p,stor's benefit with many 
expressions of sympathy, hoping that 
he would soon be in his accustomed 
pla.ce a.ga.in.-C. W. 

- IPSWICH (ZOAR). -The Sunda.y
school teachers a.nd Bible-class Socia.I 
tee. wa.s held on New Yea.r·s eve, when 
a.bout 50 sat down to tea. The after 
meeting, presided over by the Pre
sident of the school, Mr. R; E. Budens 
was heartily enjoyed. Brother F. Mos~ 
engaged in prayer. Our pastor read 
Psa.. cxxi,. Hymns were selected from 
Winter's Hymnal. Our superintendent, . 
brother J. Threa.dkell, gave some inter, 
esting statistics in reference to the 
attendance of scholars and teach·ers . 
sli.owing scholars had attended up t~ 
the average, and the teachers he.d 
exceeded it, though an earlier attends 
a.nee in the morning would suit him 
much better. He concluded by giving 
the teachers, a.s their motto for the 
ensuing year-'· In the morning sow thy 
seed, and in the evening withhold not 
thine ha.nd " ( Eccles. xi. 6:). The secre' 
tary, brother A. Forsdick, then rea.a the 
school financial a.nd business report. 
The funds of the school have bee_n just 
f!ufficient to meet the·· extra. demand 
made npon them, as this year more 
expensive prizes and benefits ba.ve been 
given to scholars. The Clothing Club 
has been very succes~ful this yea.r, as 
much as £45 having been paid into it 
by scholars. Scholars also contributed 
£1 183. ld. to the funds of the BRpti•t 
Foreign Missionary Sooiety. Bro. G. W. 
Gardiner congratulated the sohool on 
the report, and spoke of his long oon
nection with the annual meeting~, this 
ma.king, we under.;tood, 30 yee.rs since 
they were first held. In speaking to our 
young friends preaent he urged them to 
take a.ll their affairR to the Lord; as 
nothing was too trifling for, Him to 
help us in. even 'in a school le••on, or 
sma)l trials in ear-ly life. Brother 
Fe.rrow gave a little pre.ctica.l:11,dvice to 
his fellow teacher<' .. Others that took 
part in the mei,ting were brethren 
O~borrow, Waile, Woley,· and deacons 
Baldwin anrl Keeble, who spok" or the 
µnity existing betwiel) the officers of 
tne school and the pastor and officers of 
the Church, and expressed their wish to 
help forwe.rd any legitima.te movement 
for the. welfare o! _the young. Wi.th _a 

.few well-ohosen words of encourage
ment for all teachers and helpers in the 
school; our pastor olosed one of our best 
_sooial meetings. - After the sowing of 
the yee.r may an e.bunde.nt harvest be 
reaped, is the sincere desire of-A. 
F0.RSDlCK, School Sec. 

ST. ALBANS (BETHEL),-:-The annual 
tea and distribution of prizes to the 
scholars attending. the Sabbath-school 
was held on Thursday, January 1st. The 
children met;and partook of e. good tee., 
at 4.30 (a.t which also we were· glad to 
see a goodly number of parents and 
friends), a.nd at 6.30 p.m. the eveninf 
meeting commenced. our pastor, Mr. U. 
D. Jeffs, presidi11g. Specie.I hymns were 
sung, a.nd a goodly selection of recita
tions were rendered by the children. 
The superintendent, brother J. Eldred, 
in a brief speech, spoke of the gradual 
increase in numbers of the scholars, and 
said how thankful he felt that the 
labours of the Se.bbath-school had been. 
owned and blessed of God. A choice 
selection of books-were then distributed 
to the scholars for attendance, good con
duct, leesi;nie, etc., by the pastor, who 
e.fterwarde addressed the child:ren from 
the word •· Jesus." Te.king the letters 
composing the word he was enabled to 
brin.g this truth to all our hearts, that 
He (Jesus) "Just exactly suits us 
sinners.'' Brethren Hawkins and 
Winters (deacons) then gave brief ad
dresses, speaking words of encourage
ment and exhorte.tion also. A hearty 
vote of thanks we.a given to the pe.stor 
for presiding e.t our gathering, e.nd, in 
response, he spoke of the great joy it 
gave him to be present on this occe.eion. 
A very he.ppy meeting closed with the 
singing of a hymn, and pre.yer by the 
pastor.-G.'W. 

OLD BRENTFORD. - New Yee.r's 
services were held on January 1st, com
mencing as usual with e. prayer-meeting 
in the vestry at 7 a.m. This meeting 
we.a well attended, especially by our 
young friends, and many ee.rne~t and 
fervent prayers were· presented to the 
Lord in the Name of Jesus tor His 
blessing to rest upon us thronirhout the 
day, and the year upon whioh we he.d 
entered. Our dear pastor w11,s greatly 
cheered by this happy and interesting 
gathering. In the afternoon we were 
favoured to listen to some sweet and en
couraging words from our brother, Mr. 
E. White, from Heh. :xiii. H: "For here 
we have no continuing oity. but we Reek 
one to come." He noticed: (1) The 
present condition; (2) The future ex
pectation; (3). The en.rneRt attitude of 
the people of God. Ur. Mitchell took 
the service In the evening in place of 
our ~elovArl brother, Mr. E. Marsh, who 
was Iiot e.ble to come to us through the 
B!'d affliction which he is passing 
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through. M11.y the dear Lord graoiooely 
restore him agaio, and that speedily, is 
oar fervent prayer. The text was Rev. 
v. 9, 10: " And they sung a new song, 
s11,yiug, Thou art worthy to take the 
Book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
Thou wast slain, and h11.et redeemed us 
to God by Thy blood oot of every kin
dred, and tongue, and people, and 
n11,tion ; and h11.et made us unto oor God 
kings and priests ; and we shall reign 
on the earth." Divisions :-(I) A rioh 
iafl1u: of joy-" They song a new song." 
(2) A high ascription of praise to the 
Lamb-" Thou a.rt worthy," &c. We had 
oor attention sweetly oa.lled to the sub
ject of the song, and the wa.y in which 
it wa.s characterised a.a "a. .new song." 
The basis of the song, the worthiness of 
J esos, a.nd the security of the saints. If 
Jesus is on the throne His saints are 
safe, both for time and for eternity. If 
we are found singing the song of pr11.iee 
to Jesus from oar very he11.rt'e affection, 
because of the glory a.nd beauty our 
eoole behold in Him now, we too shall 
sing the new song in higher and nobler 
str11,ins with the saints -0f God in Hie 
kingdom above. After this Christ
enlting sermon we found it quite a joy 
to join .in singing the well-known and 
much-loved hymn-

,. All hail the power or Jesu·s Name I 
Let e.ngels prostrate re.II: 

Bring forth the roye.l diadem. 
And crown Him Lord of a.JI."' 

-E. FROMOW. 
Ch.iswick,W. 

ST. NEOTS (NEW-STREET). - Oor 
annual New Year's tea and public 
meeting was held on January 13th, 11, 

good number being present at the 
meeting, which was presided over by 
pastor J. Hazelton. Brother Barnard 
(deacon) read the bale.nee-sheets of the 
various funds, which for the first time 
for ~ome yea.re showed e. smo.ll bale.nee 
in hand on a.II the funds. The doxology 
was heartily sung, and short addressee 
were given by the pastor and brother 
llo.rne.rd. Brother Barnard, in the 
name of the friends, asked the pastor's 
o.coept:!>nce of 11, New Year's gift• as an 
expression of their love and good-will, 
remarking that the gift was more than 
the gift of last year. Mr. Hazelton, who 
was much moved at this aot of kindnee~, 
thanked all who were present, and said 
how muoh he longed for souls to be 
blessed. and shortly after closed this 
happy and profitable meeting. 

l\lASBORO', PARTICULAR BAPTIST 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL. ~The annual tea 
meeting was held on January let. Th11 
Aoholars held their tea _first, to which 
they did ample ju~tioe,. their happy 
Hmiling faoee testifying to their enjoy-

• The o.bovc gift· ronsisted or £7 5s. 0d. in 
money, • 

ment of the good thini:rs provided for 
them. The friends partook of tea. after 
the scholars had removed. The evening 
meeting wa.s presided over by the senior 
deacon, W. Brice. Brother Clayton led 
us to the throne of grace, intreating the 
Divine blessing to rest upon the meeting. 
The chairman gave a.n enoooraging ad
dress, and the following brethren also 
addressed the meeting:-W. Tipta.ft 
(deacon), - Torner (of 8heffleld), A. T. 
Price (superintendent), R. Tipta.ft 
(teacher). Oor brother Clayton also, 
who was with us, gave a.n a.ddree.•, a.nd 
brother J. Taylor (teacher) concloded 
with prayer. Severa.I suitable hymns 
were eung,aud the meeting will long live 
in the memories of those pre9ent. We 
have a.bout 100 scholars on the books, 
who subscribed last year £4 to the 
S.I.S.B. Missio11. Special reference was 
made to the departure of our brother 
a.nd minister, J. Tay !or, and brother 
Platt, and others. We pray the vacant 
places may soon be filled.-A. T. P. 

BOW (MOUNT ZION).-New Year's 
meetings were held. On Lord',.'.Jay, 
January lltb, the pastor preached two 
sermons, full weight. Tuesday, 13th, 
pastor presided. Meeting commenced by 
singing hymn, "Come saints a.nd sing 
in sweet accord," followed by reading 
I~a. !iv., and prayer by brother Barham. 
Brother Rundell spoke of the '' Mercy 
of God, enduring forever." Brother 
Birkett gave out hymn," Let Zion songs 
of triumph sing." Brother Lanirford 
expounded Rom. viii. Brother Bray 
ga'!'e out hymn, "Bleat be the God of 
sovereign grace.'' Brother Smith gave 
a neat speech on "It is good to be here." 
Brother Birkett spoke on the Building 
Fuud, stating that we bad got the debt 
down to the last £100, and were making 
an effort to ole~r that off. "Grace, 'tie 
a charming sound," and pr11,yer closed a 
very happy meeting.-W. H. L. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION ( Pnov1-
DENCE).-On December 28th, ]!)02 our 
pastor, Mr. R. E. Sears, had the pleasure 
of lee.ding through the water~ of bap
tism four candidates, two brethren and 
two sisters, after ereaking with much 
force from the words, '' What meanetb 
this 1" On the following Sundo.y six in 
all were given the right hand of fell_ow
ship to the Chorob. Both ocoo.e1ons 
were eeasonR of holy joy. On January 
llth and 14th, Rervices in connection 
with the pa•tor's seventh anniversary 
were held. Our pastor based his morn
ing sermon on the portion, "Ebenezer, 
hitherto bath the Lord helped us." He 
was able to announce at the close of hie 
sermon tho.t a few lovers of the Cause 
had joyously combined in th~ paym~nt 
of :£40 for sundry odd repairs dunng 
the past few year~, for which an a-c
oount had j net been rendered by the 
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builders. Our brother R. Mutimer, nf 
Brentford, blew the Gospel trumpet on 
th!J Sunday evening, and our brother E. 
Mitchell on the Wednesde.y evening. 
The pastor's e.nniverEe.ry oollections on 
the Sunday were allocated to the Church 
Funds, e.nd a collection we.a takell on 
Wednesday evening for the Pastors' 
Benevolent Fund of the Metropolitan 
Associe.tion.-F. W. KEVAN. 

LESSNESS HEATH (OLD BAPTIST 
CHAPKL).-On Tuesday, January 13th, 
e. special New Year's meeting we.a held 
in the above place. Mr. Abrahams (of 
"Enon," Woolwich) gave e. brief history 
of the rise e.nd progress of this hill of 
Zion, which he.s been built nearly 100 
years, the building de.ting e.s far be.ck e.s 
1805. Addresses were also given by Mr. 
E. White (Woolwich), Mr. He.rmer, Mr. 
West (Erith), Mr. Mountford, e.nd Mr. 
Coils (dee.cons). A goodly number se.t 
down to tea, e.nd e. very plee.se.nt e.nd 
profitable evening we.a epent. Although 
the weather was bittt:rly cold a good 
number was present at the meeting, e.nd 
e.11 felt it we.a good to be there. 

WOOBURN GREEN.- On the 6th of 
January the usual New Year's n;eeting 
was held at Ebentzer Chapel. Notwith
standing the somewhat inclement 
weather, there was a good attendance, 
most of whom partook of tea. In the 
afternoon Mr. Mntimer, of Brentford, 
preached from Gen. xxii. 14, whioh was 
much enjoyed and attended with bless
ing. In the evening addresses were de
livered by Mr. Tilbury (pastor), Mr. 
Mutimer, )fr. Morling, and Mr. lves, of 
High Wycombe. All found it good to 
be there. Speakers, as well as listeners, 
much appreciated the diEcourses. 
Brother Ives was very pleasing in bis 
remarks. After the speeches of brethren 
Mutimer and MorlinJ? he felt it was 
consummate pride on his part to speak, 
but as they both bad totally failed in 
their subjects he could not do less. One 
had tried to grasp "the wisdom of God," 
and completely failed ; the other bad 
tried to grasp "the love of God," and 
conspicuously failed. Both were un
fathomable, and the love of God 
"passeth knowledge." The collections 
were fairly good, and the little Cause 
seemed greatly encouraged by the at
tendance of so many friends from 
Wycombe, Maidenhead, and eleewhi:re. 
Brother Dulley was unavoidably absent, 
owing to a bad attack of bronchitis, but 
was present in spirit. We are thankful 
to say he is improving, but will rtquire 
great care. Brother Mutimer remarked 
he much enjoyed himself, and it bad 
been·• a grand meeting." 

BUIXTON TABERNACLE. - The 
twenty-eighth anniversary of the 
Sunday-school was celebrated on Jan. 

llth and 13th by the pe.stor, Mr. C. 
Cornwell, preaohing on the 11th. In 
the morning from Mai. iv. 23, "Unto 
you that fee.r My name shall the Sun of 
Righteousness e.rise." In the e.fternoon 
he ge.ve an e.ddress to the children and 
friends in the schoolroom from the 
words, " When my fe.ther e.nd mother 
for•ake me, then the Lord will take me 
up." In the evening he took the words, 
"Thy holy child, Jesus" (Acts iv. 12). 
Specie.I e.ntheo:.e, hymns, e.nd tunes were 
rendered during the services, conducted 
by brother J. Browning. Numbers 
fair. Collections good. On Tuesday, 
13th, Mr. Holden pree.ched-e. good ser
mon in the afternoon. After e. sub
stantial tee,partakenof by both children 
e.nd friende, a public meeting was held, 
presided over by Mr. Be.rtlett, of Stree.t
he.m. The meeting opened by singing 
an anthem, then e. hymn. The chairman 
read Luke xviii., then called upon the 
president to offer pre.yer. The report 
was read. The chairman then spoke a 
few encouraging and helpful words 
from Eccles. xi. 6, "In the morning 
sow thy seed." Brother Fleg(I: spoke 
of the •· Clear teaching of the Bible;" 
brother Dale of "The Holy Bible;" 
and brother Holden from Pee.. xc. 16, 
"Let Thy work e.ppee.r," &c.; e.fter 
which prizes were given to the schole.rs 
by the president, Mr. C. Cornwell. A 
moat encouraging evening was ei;ent. 
Collection•, .£12 10s. 2d.-R. G. 

GREAT GIDDING. PETERBORO'. 
-On Christmas mornin,r a service was 
held at the little Be.ptist Che.pel, when 
an e.ppropriate diecourae we.a delivered 
by the pe.etor, A. L. Bodfish. The 
following evening, Dec. 26th, a meeting 
was held in connection with the 
Sunday-school and Bi ble-cle.se, presided 
over by the pastor, when e. very 
excellent programme was gone through 
of euita.ble anthems, solos, e.nd duete, 
the children takinl!" no email part by 
the giving of recitations in e. very 
oredite.ble me.oner. The pri1:ee were 
also distributed by the superintendent, 
Mr. Southwell, when eaoh child 
received a suitable book, e.ocompe.nied 
by e. few earnest words of exhorte.tion 
to read the books that were put into 
their bands. e.nd above e.11 the.t best of 
books, the Bible. An enjoyable evening 
we.a spent, e.nd it we.e felt good to be 
there. The proceeds of the meeting 
were for the Repair Funds, for which 
the younl!' people he.ve been, and still 
e.re working very hard. Thie time· 
honoured se.nctue.ry has stood the test 
of etorms for 112 yee.rs, end repe.irs a.re 
sadly needed. If our covene.nt God would 
put it into the hearts of some of our 
wealthier brethren to render e.ssietanoe, 
it will be thankfully received either by 
the pe.stor or superintendent. Aleo on 
Janue.ry 6th, the members held their 
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11,nnne.l tea and meeting. During the 
p1,st year we bad the pleasure or 
reoeiving three by transrer. We trust 
the Lord will so bless the labours or our 
pastor, that others will come forlVard 
and testify what the Lord bas done for 
them, and follow Him through the 
baptismal waters. And to a Triune 
Jehovah shall be all the praise.-A 
WELL-WIBHEB. 

"HITHERTO RATH THE LORD 
HELPED US."-1 S.t..M. VII. 12. 

THE word" hitherto" seems like a hand 
pointing in the direction or the past, 
Lwenty years or seventy, and yet 
.. Hitherto bath the Lord helped ns,'1 
through poverty, through wealth, at 
home, abroad, on the land, on the sea, 
in honour, in dishonour, in perplexiLy, 
in joy, in trial, in triumph. in prayer, 
in temptation," Hitherto bath the Lord 
helped us I" 

But the word also points forward, for 
when a man gets np to a certain mark 
and writes "hitherto," he is not yet at 
the end, there is still a little distance to 
be traversed. More trials, more joys; 
more temptatione, more triumphs; 
more prayers, more answers ; more 
toils, more strength ; more fights, more 
victories; and then oomes sickness, old 
a~e. disease, death. Is it over now 7 
No I There is more yet-awakening in 
J esu's likeness, tbroneP, harps, songs, 
psalms, white raiment, the face of 
Jesus. the society of saints, the glory of 
God, the fulness of eternity, the infinity 
of blis~. 0 be of good courage, believer, 
and with grateful confidence raise thy 
"Ebenezer," for 

'He wbo ho.th helped thee hitherto 
Will help thee o.11 thy Journey through." 

When read in heaven's light how ,rlorions 
and marvellous a prospect will thy 
•· hitherto" unfold to thy grateful eye I 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
WITH the opening of a new year, the 
Uommittee "ould Dring the claims of 
the Society before those of the Lord's 
peoi,le who are not at present numbered 
umongat its supporters, for they feel 
that the Institution has only to be 
known to evoke the sympathy and aid 
of all who desire the welfare or those 
members of the "one family" who are 
poor and aged, and who in their closing 
years of pilgrimage so pathetioally nlled 
the ministration of travelli-ra along the 
so.me road, who are endowed, as their 
Lord'~ stewards, with more of this 
world's goods. * • 

• 
1,630 life pensioners, in all parts of the 

kingdom, from the Shetland Isles to 
Uorn wall, and from South-West Ireland 
to East Anglia, e.re upon the booke, and 

are receivin~ pensions amounting to 
upwards of £12,300 per annum; in add i
tion to this sum, £2,000 per annum are 
needed to m1,inte.in tbe fonr Homes 
hence additional Annual Subscription; 
and Donations are urgently necessary. 
The new Q1tarterly Rec,•rd bas Leen 
issued. Copies will be supplied on 
application. . . . 

Collections after aermons are or per
manent benefit to the Society, not only 
beoause of their financial help. but for 
the opportunities they afford of bring
ing the Institution prominently before 
oongregations, and that through their 
own ministers. Will all our friends 
kindly aid the Committee in increasing
the number or Annual Collections 1 
During the past Quarter several 
Cburohes have kindly contributed 
through appeals from the pulpit. 

•• • 
How poor old folk fare in some other 

lands is pain folly illustrated in Spain, 
Portugal, aud Italy, where no one-e.L 
least among the working classes-ever 
dreams of taking thought even for the 
morrow, let alone for old age. To do so, 
indeed, would be held to imply a le.ck 
of faith in the Virgin, whose supposed 
specie.I function it is to take care of the 
old and helplese. In these regions, the 
people, when too feeble to work torn to 
begging as a regular profession, 

• • • 
In contrast with this are those whom 

this Sooiety assists-3ged pilgrims who 
have borne the burden and heat of the 
day, and who through advancing yen.re 
and aocomulating infirmities can no 
longer earn a living, o.nd have reaohed 
the end or their slender tempor&l 
resources: poor e.nrl o.ged believers in 
the Lord J osusChrist, whose life accords 
with their profe•Rion, and who, by the 
tee.ohing of the Holy Spirit, have been 
brought as sinneu to rest upon the 
atoning work of the Redeemer for full 
salvation. In a word, they are sinners 
saved by free and sovereign graoe. The 
Society has thu• o. dl'finite and Scrip
tural, and therefore Protestant ho.sis : 
definite practice.I methodshe.nd a definite 
ale.as of recipients; on t ese lines it is 
undenominational. 

Af(arrhtgc.s. 
RA.YNEll-STEVENs.-On Doc. 26th, 1002. 

at Stepney Meetin11 Honse. by Mr. 8nmnel 
Bo.nks. of Eltho.m, Flower John Rayner, of 
Kentish Town-rond. to Acco. Mn.udo Steven•, 
of Bedford-street, Stepney. 

NEWTON-PEARCE. - At tho Bnptist 
Chapel, Lee Common, on Wednesday, 
January 7th, by R. Mutimor, or Brontford. 
Pastor Ilonry Nowton,of -1, Lonsd11\e-termee, 
Victoria-road, Wisbcch, to Dessie Pen.rcc. 
the second daughter of Jo.mes Penrce, of 
Lauro! Villa, Lee Common. 
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<lone Jjome. 
HENRY MYERSON. 

An Appreciation. 
DEAR MR. MITCHELL,-! he.ve been 

inrormed of the very sudden illness e.nd 
death of my dee.r old pastor, Mr. Henry 
Myerson; and though you will no doubt 
be well informed of the occurrence by 
~earer f~iends, it will give me plea.sure 
1f you will allow me to say a few kindly 
words in memory of e. man who never 
tried to me.ke a ne.me for himself. He 
never he.d but the one charge dee.r old 
Shalom-a place which a.nswe'red to its 
name a.II the while he was there; lspee.k 
the truth when I se.y the.t the Church 
there was like a. family ; one helped the 
other in any case of need or trouble; e.nd 
to this da.y me.ny of us who a.re scattered 
look in vain for that honest and un: 
suspecting frient.lship which existed at 
tt.e Oval. It is about forty-two years 
since Mr. Myerson a.nd Mr.Bonney used 
to go together to Staines on the Sabbath 
whern Mr. Myerrnn used at times t~ 
preach. One morning they were too 
late to start, and one suggested to the 
other that they should go to the Ove.l and 
hear Mr. He.slop; when they arrived Mr. 
lie.sloµ had been ta.ken ill, and was 
sit.ting in the table. pew; someone 
fetched Mr. Myerson out of the pew to 
take the pulpit, and I remember hear
ing an old man say that a.s soon as he 
saw Mr Myerson take off his great coat 
at the ,foot of the pulpit stairs, he said, 
"That s the man for Shalom." and so it 
was. If I recollect rightlv, Mr. Ha.slop 
never preached again, and soon died. I 
was at Mr. Myerson's recognition meet
ing; I also went to his last meeting at 
Shalom, when his growing infirmities 
compelled him to relinquish his 
position; and I do not believe there had 
ever been e. thought of changing the 
pastor until his weakness called for it. 
We heard him preach not very long 
before then, and he really was most 
,z-re.cionsly led that night; his text we.P, 
." It is finished," and in the course of his 
sermon he gave us a vivid description 
of the way the application of that text 
delivered him from his slavish fearP, 
when first brought to know his danger. 
He was generous to a. fault, as his 
family have proved, He once ·owned·a. 
few houses ( or collected the rents for 
someone else, I forget which), and one 
who knew at that time told me that 
when he ea.lied for the rents, if the 
tenants pleaded poverty, he would not 
only forbear to press for the rP.nt, but 
would givP. them money out of his own 
pocket. Forty yearR ago he nRed to go 
with C. W. Banks to Victoria. Park, e.nd 
preach; in fact he was a. born open-air 
preacher, and used to gather e. l?OOd 
congregation at the corner of thA Oval, 
Hackney-road. Then age.in, his Monday 

evening prayer-meetings were unique 
in the London Churohee; there were 
five or six whom we need to call his 
"curates," Mr. Henry Mobbs, Matthew 
Bra.nob, W. Mor!fe.n, Mr. Ryder, and 
others, most of them dropping in one 
after the other during the meeting, 
some from their Sa.b6e.th prea.ohing, 
some from their work in the city: and 
oh how they did love each other. I•we.s 
in London one Monday evening, e.nd 
went ; e.nd two br Jthren he.d given out 
a. verse. or two of "Dear refuge of my 
weary soul," when a.nether later comer 
said, we'll sing e. verse of "Dear refuge 
of my weary soul," and Mr, Myerson 
ea.id with such e. gratified expression, 
"We've he.d that hymn twice to-night, 
brother." Well, these memories me.y 
be nothing to strangers. or to the 
present generation; but if any ,of the 
old folk remain who knew Shalom 
forty yea.re ego, who remember when 
the four Johns met in the table pew
John Foreme.n, John Webster, John 
Bloomfield, and John Fells (dear John 
Pella). and who knew old Mr. 
Blackaha.w. e.nd Fre.nois, of the be.as 
viol; and Mr. Pierpoint; and good Mr. 
Durman, u.nd Mr. King, they will in 
their hearts admit the.t there were ties 
formed in those de.ye which he.ve few 
pe.re.llels in these more flighty times. 
I am glad, for his sake, that he we.s 
spared e. lingering illnees, though his 
family must mourn the.t there we.s no 
farewell word. The Churches ·wm do 
well to see that his widow le.eke nothing 
the little while she yet may stay behind. 
One thing is certain, there are no 
regrets where he is-no blindness, no 
decay, no sin. We know Hee.veu best 
by its nege.ti'ves. "And what must it be 
to be there?" What majesty and force, 
too, a.re in the apostles worda, "Now, 
He that bath wrought us for this self
same thing is God; who!!_lso bath given 
unto ns the earnest of His Spirit." 

Oa.lleywood, Dec. 28, 1902. M. A. C. 
HENRY WALTER BOATWRIGHT. 

The subject of this short notice was 
born in 1863, and spent most of his youth 
and early manhood in thA neig-hbonr
hood of Notting Hill. He was early 
made the subject of Divine !(race, bP-ing
one of those "whose heart the Lord 
opened.'' He wns led to unite himself 
with the Churoh of God worshipping at 
"Bethesda," Notting Hill Gate, and 
we.a be.ptizerl by pe.stor G. Herring in 
the year 1884, The Saviour's worde, 
"If ye love Me, keep My command
ments," graciously lerl him to thi~ 
decisive point in his Christian career. 
He was soon me.de of uee in the Church 
beinlt' e.µpointed ~eorete.ry, whioh 
position he held for ten years. He wa.e 
ably srnonded by hie dear partner in 
life, also e. member of the Churoh at 
Bethesda, and e.otive worker with him 
in Sunde.y-echool and Band of Hope, In 
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the providence of God, Mr. Boatwright 
wae removed to Wandsworth, and in 
December, 1896, with his wife, joined 
the Church at West Hill, then under 
the pastoral 'oare of Mr. W. Jayes 
Styles. Here he found a new sphere 
for hie e.otive disposition, and freeh 
eoope for his energy and decision of 
oharaoter. • He was appointed deacon, 
treasurer of the Sunday-eohool, which 
offices he held until hie death. He last 
worshipped with ue on Lord's-day, 
December 14th, and on the following 
day had a rec!J.rreµt ~ta.ok of influenza, 
which was followed later in the -week 
by double pneumonia. He passed away 
on Saturday evening, December 20th. 
Best of fathers, fondest of hnsbande, 
brightest and. most -consistent of 
Christiane, he has left a void which we 
hardly de.re contemplate. But his 
Master "had need of him," The last 
ea.d offices were tenderly· performed by 
pastor H. T. Chilvers at Wandsworth 
Cemetery, on ·Saturday, December 27th, 
and the funeral sermons were preached 
lly Mr. J. E. Brignell, of Cheltenham, 
on the following Lord's-day. "His 
works do follow him,"-F. J. D. • 

EMMA CLARK, 
the beloved wife of Mr. Henry Clark, 
one of the dee.<;l)ns . at Chatham-road, 
Wandswortli Common, was oalled home 
on Deoember 17th. She was known and 
esteemed a9 an aotive worker in the 
Cburoheswitb -w:hich she was oonnected. 
Euly in life she was ooncerned about 
her spirituB,l etate, and coming to 
London, was set at liberty under a 
sermon by the late Mr. James Wells, by 
whom she was baptized. When the 
Churoh which • now worships at 
Meyrick-road, Cl•pham Junction, was 
forined, our 11.ister was one of the first 
seven. Here for many yeus she we.a an 
active worker, and by her consistent 
life won the hearts of those a.round her. 
She was likewise one of the nine who 
were formed into a Church a little over 
seven years ago at Chatham-road. 
Although increasing infirmities pre
vented her takin1r any aotive part in the 
work here, her interest in the Cs.use of 
Christ was unabated, and she rejoiced 
;;reatly in the blessings which, by the 
;rood hand of God, have been given to 
u~. Peacefully she fell asleep on 
Wednesday, 17th December last, the 
words upon her memorial card being 
those she loved to quote:-

" Nothing in my hands I brin11. 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling." 

J, E. F. 
JAMES E. FLEGG, 

After a long illness our dear father 
pe,ssE'd away on Boxing-da.y. He was 
brought to a knowledge of the Lord 
early in life, and was baptized by Mr. 
Overbnry, at E!lgle-street Chapel, on the 
25th. April, 1852, being 17 yea.rd of age, 

and so w heu he died had been in Chnrch 
fellowship a little over 50 ye:i.rs. After 
continuing at Eagle-street for some· 
years, during which time he was a 
worker in the Snnrlay-school, he removec 
to Salem, Mea.rd's Court, under the 
ministry of Mr. John Bloomfield, and 
continued in membership until the 
dissolution of that Church. He then 
remained out of membership for awhile, 
but my brother and myself having been 
ba.ptized by Mr. Box, and united to the 
Church at Soho, he and my mother sub
sequently joined there. His views of 
Divine truth were very clear, and his 
convictions deep, and to his training we 
are deeply indebted. For several years 
he was much afflicted, and two years 
a.~o he had a stroke which prostrated 
him. Never shall we forget, how, when 
we were with him a little while since, 
he quoted the hymn, "Amazing grace, 
how sweet the sound." For him the 
home-going was a happy release. Our 
loss is his ge.in.-J AMES E. FLEGG. 

JOSEPH LINGER. 
On Dacember 17th, 1902, at the age of 

53 years, our beloved brother, J. Linger, 
of E1st Cla.ndon, passed suddenly to his 
prepared place in the Father's house ; 
e.nd by his departure wi are e.ge.in 
reminded that in the midst of life we 
are in death. Our brother worshipped 
with us in the Old Baptist Chapel, 
Guildford. on Lord's-day, Deoember 
Htb, and was apparently in good 
health, and his hearty and genial greet
ings on that Sabbath-day (the last he 
spent on earth) to the pl9tor'9 wife and 
other friends, will not soon be forgotten : 
he was a!Bo on the following Tuesday 
in the Guildford Market, as we.a his 
usual custom, 11,s. 11, farmer, and entered 
into oonversa.tion with other friendB 
there, and returned home, spending the 
evening with his family, and leaving 
what has proved to be his l<Lst words 
and testimony- to that faithful God who 
had saved and blessed him : so tha.t in 11, 
very high sense it i9 true of him, that 
'' the memory of the juet is blessed." As 
we ha.ve already ea.id, he spent the even
ing of December lGth at home with his 
family; the usual chapter from the 
Word of God was read, a.nd his grief• 
stricken widow-declares tha.t the prayer 
which followed was one of the sweetest 
she ever remembers hearing him put up 
to the throne of grace. being led to 
plead for his son and da.ughter in an 
especial manner (m11,y these petitions be 
indeed answered) ; and then, as a closing 
exercise, just before 11 o'clock, he wa.s 
reading our beloved brother E. Mitchell's 
article in "E. V. & G. H." for December, 
Coming to the words, 

"Yet a. season, nod you know, 
Ilnppy ontrnnco will be given ; 

All your sorrows left below, 
And earth oxchangod for heaven,"I 

he pa.uoed, a.nd looking up into his dea.r 



68 THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

wife's face, with a radiant smile, he 
said, "Oh how sweet, how blessed, 
' Happy entrance will be given.'" 
Evidently the joy of this prevented him 
from sleeping, as it was pa.et midnight 
before they fell asleep, and a.t 3.30 a.m. 
on that Wednesday morning, hie poor 
wife was a.roused by a distressing start 
he bad given in his sleep, and a.s soon 
as a. light wae obtained, it was seen he 
ha.d passed from time into the realm of 
eternit..-. " Where there'll be no part
ing." His dear wife and children are 
overwhelmed; we a.s a. Churoh a.re 
stunned, and can only ea.y, as we try to 
a.cquierne in the Divine will," The Lord 
hath done this." The funeral took place 
at the Guildford Cemrtery, on Monday, 
December 22nd, 1902, a.mid a large 
gathering; and it epea.ks for the high 
esteem in which our good brother was 
held, to say that representatives from 
Cla.ndon, of a.II grades, inclnding the 
rect•Jr of the village, w~re present, &B 
well as a large nnmber of the members 
of the Chnrch and congregation of the 
Old B.1,ptist Chapel.-W. CHIS:SALL. 

ABRAHAM PHILIPS, 

a Ba.ptist veteran, pa.seed away on Deo. 
24th last. e.t Old Bnokenham. Decee.8ed 
joined the Kenninghe.11 Be.ptist Chnroh 
on Sept. 25th, 1625, e.nd remained a 
member up to his dee.th, and thus con
cluded an unbroken membership of over 
77 years. He w:i.s 98 years of age last 
August. He possessed remarkable vital 
powerP, and Wl!-B enabled to read his 
Bible-large prmt-up to the very last. 
A brief sketch of his life and portraitJ 
together with a pen and ink sketch oI 
Kenninghe.11 Bap~ist Chapel. appeared 
in the January number of The Baptut 
Monthly, by Mr. W. H. Berry, of 
Kenning hall. 

HENRY THIBELTON. 

My dear father was born at Faver
she.m, on December 29th, 1834. _While 
residing at Ra.msgate he wae bapt12:ed at 
Cavendish Chapel. Soon after this he 
removed to London, and settled in 
business in Fulhe.m-roa.d, and joined the 
Church at Grove, now worshipping at 
Drayton GardenP, where he remained in 
fellowship until his death on November 
23rd, 1902, a period of 42 years, tor 29 of 
which he faithfully filled the office of 
deacon. For many yea.re be gave out 
the hymns, and friends have expressed 
their enjoyment of the able way he had 
of reading them. For some years he 
was also superintendent of the Sunday
school. The deceased was twice mar~ied. 
His first wife, by whom he had eight 
children, died suddenly on June 28th, 
1891. In 1894 he again m~rrie~, and has 
left his widow and his children to 
mourn their los•. He was last at chapel 
on WedneEday, November l~t~, whon he 
was obliged to ask the m1n1ster (Mr. 
Kirby) to give out the oloeing hymn. 

He wae obliged to take to hie bed, but so 
far rallied on the following Sundav, 
that we thought he might be spared to 
us a little lon~·er. But during the week 
he got wea.ker, and at 10.25 on the 
following Sunday, entered on the sleep 
whioh the Master gives to Hie beloved 
ones. A II that wae morte.l was oom
Illitted to the duet on Thursday, Nov. 
27th, by Mr. A. Bre.ndon, in sure and 
certain hope that he had gone to be 
with Christ, which was far better.
H. S. T. 

MR. G. VIRGO, 
pa.etor of the Church worshipping in 
Mighell-street Ba.ptiet Chapel, Brighton, 
received the home-call on Monde.y, 
January 19th. He preached at Mighell
etreet on Lord's-day, December 28th ; 
and wae present at the prayer-meeting 
on the following evening, though 
evidently in a weak condition. He was 
well known in Brighton and the sur
rounding neighbourhood, and most 
highly esteemed as a thoroughly godly 
man, and a good servant of J eeus Christ. 
He was highly favoured during hie ill
neeP. A memoir will (D.V.) be given in 
onr March issue. 

[Mr, Virgo was my oldest ministerial 
friend, who inetrnmentally introdnced 
me to the minietry.--E. M.] 

The interment of the remains of Mr. 
G. Virgo, many yea.re pastor of the 
Cburohes at Bethel, Wivelefield, and 
Mighell-street, Brighton, took place on 
Satnrday, February 2-Hh. A large 
company gathered in the chapel at 
Mighell-street, at 2 o'clock, where an 
impressive service, consisting of prayer, 
singing of hymns, reading of suitable 
passages of Scriptu!_~ and an addreesJ 
wa.e concluoted by Jnr. E. Mitchell, oI 
Chadwell-street, London, a very old 
friend of thedeceaeed minister. Va.rioue 
churches in the town were represented 
as well ae those in the rural district. 
Aleo many fellow-townsmen were 
present not oonnected with Baptist 
Churches, Mr. Virgo having been in 
business for fifty yea.re and being 
highly respected by all who knew him, 
for hie upright and honourable conduct. 
The weather was very unfavourable, 
but in spite of wind and rain a number 
of friends attended at the cemetery, 
where after a few words and a short 
prayer, by Mr. Mitchell, the remains 
were committed to the silent tomb 
until the resurrection morning. Mr. 
Mitchell preached a enitable sermon to 
a large congregation on the Sunday 
evening from 2 Cor. v. I. Mr. Virgo 
has left a widow, three children and 
some sixteen or seventeen grandchildren 
to mourn their lose. 

KINDLY send Reports of Meetings held 
during F~bruo.ry o.s early o.s possible, o.s we 
must go to press boforu lho usuo.l time. 



DEAR FRIENDS,-Wheri, on the death of our lamented brother, 
J. W. Banks, at the request of the Trustees, I undertook to conduct 

this Magazine, it was only a temporary arrangement, just to fill up the 
gap unexpectedly made. Three'moaths was the original agreement, but 
that has lengthened oat into nearly four yeara. During the greater part 
of that time Mr. E. Marsh has ably assisted me, and relieved me of much 
of the labour by receiving and editing the reports and obituaries, and 
attending to the notices of meetings, etc. His severe illness, which com
menced in November last, threw once more the whole of the work on my 
shoulders. This brought to a head my determination-indeed, I may 
say, made it imperative on me-to resign1 as the work wa.s beyond the 
time and strengLh that I could allot to it. 

Happily the Trustees have been able to procure a fresh Editor-one 
in every way qualified for the work. The merciful restoration to health 
of our esteemed friend, and brother in the Lord, Mr. W. Jeyes Styles, 
together with the fact that he is now relieved from pastoral responsi
bilities, seemed to indicate him for the post. On being approached on the 
matter, he kindly undertook to edit the Magazine, and will, God willing, 
commence his editorial labours with the next (April) issue. Under his 
conduct it is the prayer and hope of the Trustees that the Magazine will 
take on a fresh lease of vigorous life and usefulness in the Churches. 

Mr. J. E. Flegg has kindly undertaken to assist the new Editor in 
the same way ~hat Mr. E. Marsh assisted me, by attending to the reports, 
obituaries, and notices. 

It but remains for me to thank the many friends who have so con
tinuously and well assisted me by contributing articles month by month, 
also those friends who have from time to time sent me words of cheer, 
which have greatly helped me when feeling overworked and weary. 

If I might be permitted another word, I would very earnestly ask the 
Churches to give Mr. Styles their hearty support in the work he has 
undertaken, and do their best to increase the circulation of the Magazine, 
and thus extend its usefulness. 

To prevent any misunderstanding, I would just add that my retire
ment is entirely my own act, arising from the fact that I have already 
stated-lack of time and etrength-that I remain one of the Trustees, 
and expect to contribute, at least occasionally, to the pages of the 
M . I 

agaztne. 
Wishing for you all much enjoyment of new covenant blessings, 

I am, 
Affectionately yours in Christ, 

EDWARD MITCHELL. 
Highbury, February, 1903. 

VOL. LIX. l\L\HCII, 1903. F 
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®oob- Juqq~ss. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

(Concluded from page 39.) 

"Then thou shalt have good sucoess."-Josh. i. 8. 

IN our former paper on this subject we noticed the importance of 
constantly meditating upon the Word of God. Too much stress can 

~ardl~ be laid on this point. Anremic Christians are but too frequently 
m evidence on all hands. Their condition is usually the result of 
neglecting the Word, by which alone our souls can be fed and 
strengthened. But we must proceed to point out another element of 
success. To be truly prosperous we must not only meditate constantly 
on the Word, but we must also be 

DOERS OF THE WORK, 

The race of forgetful hearers is a very prolific one. " Be ye doers 
of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own souls." Thus, 
too, the Lord characterizes Ezekiel's hearers-" They come unto thee es 
the people cometh, and they sit before thee as My people, and they hear 
thy words, but they will not do them : for with their mouth they show 
much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness. And, lo, 
thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that bath a pleasant 
voice, and can play well on an instrument : for they hear thy words, but 
they do them not." The mere hearing of sermons, or reading of the 
Word, brings no blessing, nor will give us good success. "But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being 
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed 
in his deed." 

It has been said that the end of preaching is practice. Certainly 
the end of Joshua's meditation was to be practice; for thus runs the 
word of the Lord to him :-" This book of the law shall not depart out 
of thy month ; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that (in 
order to, for this end) thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 
written therein ; for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success." The path of humble and exact obedience 
is the straight road to prosperity and success. 

We rejoice in the fact that in one, and that a most important, sense 
there is nothing at all for the believer to do. In the matter of his 
soul's salvation, all is done. All was finished, completed, perfected, 
when his great Substitute yielded up the ghost. His dying voice 
announces the blissful fact, as He cries, "It is finished." The true 
believer will never attempt to lay so much as the weight of his little 
finger on that gloriously finished work. In it he stands complete, and 
in it, and in Him who wrought it, his trust is fixed. He sings with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory :--

" I cling to His cross, here I see my salvation, 
'Tia finished, complete, I'm redeemed from all woe; 
I read, a.nd rejoice, the.t there's no condemne.tion 
To those in Christ Jesus, Ah, never, 0 no I" 

Here, under His shadow, we sit down-the posture of rest and abiding 
-with great delight, and find His fruit sweet unto our souls. Nor, as 
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God shall aid us, shall anything move us away from Him, who is the 
Hope of all His people. 

Yet there is work to do, and that in plenty. There are our inbred 
lusts to crucify ; a subtle self that takes a thousand different forms, to 
deny; a world that is false and deceitful to overcome ; a crafty, 
malignant, and withal mighty adversary to resisL, and a gracious God 
to be served and glorified. In a word, we have "to work out our own 
salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in us 
both to will and to do of His good pleasure." Here is plenty to keep 
us from rusting in idleness. No believer has any real ground to 
complain of wc1.nt of occupatioB. 

The Word of God is the infallible rule by which \fe must be directed 
in all we do. The healthy believer feeds on the promises that he m'ly 
be strong to fulfil the precepts of the Word. In nature the wise man 
does not live to eat, but rather eitS that he may live, so in grace we eat 
in order that we may live to the praise of Him, "who has called us out 
of darkness into His marvellous light." We have no ambition to be 
gourmands, either naturally or spiritually. We may not trust our own 
wisdom, but must study the Word, and walk by its directions. Joshua 
was not exempt from this obligation, much less are we. The wisdom of 
the flesh ever leads astray. The divinely inspired Word must be the man 
of our counsel in order that we may walk safely. That service which is 
not rendered according to the directions of the Word may make a fair 
show in the flesh, but will be rejected by God. Alas, alas, how many 
spend their labour in vain, and discover the pride and falseness of 
their own hearts, in following human inventions instead of divine 
directions. God has made known His will to us in His W Grd, it is for us 
by continually searching that Word to ascertain for ourselves the way 
in which He would have us walk, and then by His grace to follow the 
directions laid down for us. " To obey is better than sacrifice ; and to 
hearken than the fat of rams." 

Led by the Word of the Lord 
GOOD SUCCESS WILL CERTAINLY BE OURS. 

"For then thou sho.lt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success." "The Scripture cannot be broken." Joshua proved 
the truth of this passage. No one has ever disproved it : no one ever 
sh11ll. From whence arise life's failures with helievers? Come they 
not hence, from neglecting the Word, and relying upon our own judg
ment? We read but of one mistake that Joshua made, and this arose from 
a neglect of this direction. He listened to and believed the story of the 
men of Gibeon, and forgot to enquire of the Lord. One lesson was 
sufficient for Joshua. Alas, some of us require much teaching, and 
many sharp lessons have to be administered ere we learn to distrust self, 
and rely on God. 

All success is not good success. A successful rogue, thief, sharper, 
or other villain has obtained bad and not good success. It were 
better for any of these to be failures from the beginning, as their 
seeming success only leads themon to final and dismal failure and 
ruin. Good success cannot be correctly estimated by the length of 
a man's purse, or the multitude of his possessions. Poor men may 
be successful men in God's account, and rich men miserable failures. 
Yet we believe that godliness hath lhe promise of this life, as well as 
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of the life that is to come. Wal king bythe directions of the Word 
of God is not only the safest and most pleasant mode of journeying, 
but in the long run it leads to good success. But whatever may be the 
trials of those who adhere to the Word in doctrine and in practice, 
good success will be theirs at last. The Master·s open approbation 
will more than make amends for all they may suffer by the way. "Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord " 
-this is "GOOD SUCCESS." 

CONDITIONS OF CHURCH PROSPERITY. 
BY W. H. ROSE. 

THAT there is sad need for a gracious revival among our Churches is 
patent to any sober-minded observer of their spiritual condition ; 

but that there is a general eager desire for it on God's lines is not quite 
so evident. If, as scientists say, the continuance of life in an organism 
is dependent upon s11stained correspondence with its environment, surely 
the life, health and vigour of the Church depends upon correspondence 
with Him in whom she lives, and moves and has her being. What is 
true of the universal Church is equally true of each local assembly. 
Its prosperity is inseparable from a clear apprehension of the reciprocal 
relations which exist betwrnn Christ and those who are called by His 
"honourable Name" (R.V.). This paper is written in the humble hope 
that the Holy Spirit may use it for the purpose of shewing some of the 
lines along which He graciously grants Church prosperity. 

1.-Clear recognition and distinct ai:owal of Christ's supremacy. 
Every day the writer's eyes rest upon a card bearing the words : " That 
in all things He might have the pre-eminence." In the sublime passage 
where these words occur (Col. i. 15-18) the inspired apostle shews tbat 
in the threefold sphere of revelation, nature, and grace, the Son of God·s 
love holds the first place. The Gnostic heresy of angel worship ( chap. ii. 
18) inpinged His pre-eminence and was therefore a" vain deceit." To 
reveal and maintain Christ's supremacy in and over His own Church 
has ever been the unique function of the Holy Spirit. ·' He shall glorify 
Me." The supremacy of the Redeemer is at once the security and 
sufficiency of the redeemed, and from these accrues His mediatorial 
glory. How suggestive is the frequency_ of the a~cz:iption of dominion 
to Him in the title-" our Lord Jesus Christ.'' " Christ Jesus the Lor1l." 
Did He not Himself say : "Ye call Me Master and Lord : and ye say 
well ; for so I am.'' With the vision of His thorn-crowned brow, His 
nail-pierced hands and feet, and His cross-based throne, our loyal hearted 
love responds, "Thou sayest well, ' so I am.'" . 

Now it is aO'ainst this absolute supremacy of the Lord Jesus Cl.mst 
that Satan (hi~self a fallen arch-angel) has all along directed his most 
subtly contrived assaults. Angelolatry in the East, and Mariolatry in 
the West represent, at different times ar:d in different forms, the wiles 
of the adversary in the guise of a "voluntary humility" on the part of 
his a«ents. Neither Gabriel nor Mary, '' nor any other creature," has 
any delegated authority over the consciences, duties, and destinieE of 
men. This was the contention of the noblest of the Covenanters 
(" Christ's crown rights," was their phrase) and the Reformers, and is 
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still the contention of all who a.re honoured to inherit their spirit. But 
whilst we repudiate these errors may we not be found devotees of self
olaLry or o.ffice-olatry ? May not the demon of Papal assumption be 
transformed into an angel of Nonconformity ? How it must, for the 
lowly Christ's sake, grieve the Spirit of God to see despotism in the 
pulpit, arrogance in the vestry, assertiveness in the Church! The lust of 
power, the greed of office, the love of eminence, these are among the 
things that account, in the sight of God, for the par-1lyzing of our in
ward force and outward influence as Churches. Were Christ truly 
crowned Lord of all in a Cqristian society, should we not see every 
office adorned by the love that suffer~ and the humility that serves as 
homage to His name ? Should we not witness the spectacle of men and 
women competing in efforts to get the Lord's wi1l done, the Lord's 
merit proclaimed, the Lord's name endeared? In Milton's fine phrase, 
owning •· Him .first, Him last, Him midst and without end," should 
we not be consumed with the passionate loyalty of him who said : 
"Christ shall he magnified" ? May we all, whether members or 
ministers, drink dcefler and deeper into these self-abnegating words : 
" For we pre1ch not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves 
as your servants for Jesus' sake" (R.V.) 

2.-Devoted attachment to and generous sitpport of Christ's cause. Some 
of us have been accustomed from childhood to the phrase imcribed on the 
offering box, " For the support of the Lord's cause." Perhap3 the associa
tion of the phrase may account for the restricted idea we once entertained of 
what is meant by'· the Lord's cause.'' The horizon of our religious outlook 
was bounded by our own chapel and our own denomination. Somehow or 
other, the notion was fostered that these comprised the area within which 
were transacted the affairs of tbe kingdom of God. But while attached still 
to the Church of our childbood, our conception of the Divine interests in 
thi;i world has become somewhat more expanded. Carlyle's definition 
of Protestantism, " the sacred cause of God's truth and light aga.inst 
the devil's falsity and darkness," expresses generally what we now under
stand as the Lord's cause. The propagation of the Gospel at home and 
abroad, the alleviation of humt1n suffering and need, the abolition of 
civil and religious tyranny, the purification of public morals, the 
suppression of the terrible evils of the drink trnffic-Lhese are some of 
the outstanding features of a cause that worthily claims the consecration 
of all we are and all we have. Many of our Churches need to be aroused 
to the fact that they exist not ouly for internal admini1,tration, but also 
for externul aggression. The nece~sity for wrestling against " the world 
rulers of the darkness of this age" has not ceased. 

"No sle.oker grows the fight, no feebler grows the foe." 

The cause of Satan never lacks agents, means, vigilance and persistence. 
The enemy knows that a lukewarm Church is no match for a zealous 
world. 

It is as we enter symp1thetically and practically into conflict with 
all that opposes Christ's "cause of truth and light," that we have fellow
ship with Him in His sufferings. These su!Ierings are, as Bishop 
Moule explains, •· those deep but hallowed pains which will surely come 
to us as we live in and for Him in a fallen world." Let us then seek 
for the infilling of the Holy Spirit whereby we shall be strong and brave 
to avow our allegiance to Him who resisted unto blood, striving against 
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sin. It is said that the great heart of Mazzini was pierced with the 
sharpest pain to think that young Italy had been roused by his voice to 
shed its blood, even for freedom, and in vain. Our Lord Jesus un
hesitatingly demands the sacrifice of life itself, if need be, for the 
a~vancement of His cause ; but His great heart will never be pierced 
with the thought of the unrequited pain and toil of its espousers. No! 
Prayer, sympathy, effort of a mental, mordl or monetary nature devoted 
ungrudgingly, enthusiastically to the propaganda of the Cross will be 
recompensed a hundred fold (Mark x. 28-30). The sight of His blood
stained standard planted on the ruins of Satan's strongholds is a 
prospect sufficient to warrant the appeal, "0 Lord, take me, make me 
or break me; but use me for Thy glory." Through twenty centuries 
the assurance has come down to rally believers in hours of fainthearted
ness-" It is a faithful saying : if we suffer we shall also reign with 
Him." It has been pointed out that the suffering is not the meriting 
ca~se, but the capacitating preparation. May God incline us to ponder 
this thought until our lukewarmness shall give place to glowing zeal. 

3.-Close fellowship with and full exhibition of Christ's spirit. The 
grievous complaint was once made to the writer by a godly deacon : 
" We hear Jesus Christ preached : but Jesus Christ Himself is not in 
the sermon." The complaint suggested the sorrowful reflection that it 
is possible to have Christ's doctrines and ordinances divorced from His 
spirit. Sardis and Loadicea furnish many a searching admonition on 
this point. A.s they were, from our denominational view, Strict Baptist 
Churches, it behoves us to examine ourselves rather than other professing 
Christians. Vitriolic attacks on Arminianism, instead of sober exposition 
of the doctrines of distinguishing grace; cold indifference to the doom of 
the impenitent, instead of earnest remonstrance with sinners ; the con
ventional repetition of unctuous phrases, instead of the utterances of 
anointed lips ; the bigoted insistence on circumstantials, instead of the 
cultivation of unity in essentials-these things, in some quarters, are 
answerable for the dearth and barrenness often wickedly attributed to 
the mere sovereignty of God's purpose. Communion with the Lord 
Jesus will ensure our exposure of wickedness with His jealousy for 
holiness, our vision of sinners through His tears, our treatment of 
ignorance and suffering with the tenderness of His compassion, our 
utterance of His words in His tones. This surely is to be inferred from 
His own teaching in the parable of the Vine and Branches. Abiding 
in Him is both the condition and guarantee of likeness to Him; likeness 
in spirit, life and service. Christ is the manifestation of God : the 
Church, with certain modifications, is the manifestation of Christ. The 
cherishing of such a lofty ideal of our corporate spiritual life is necessary 
to the full appreciation of the presence and power of the Saviour's other 
self, the Holy Ghost. 

The writer is far from deeming orthodoxy of sentiment unim
portant ; but self-examination and general observation concur in 
convincing him that this is often made a cheap and easy substitute for 
orthodoxy of spirit. The former is compatible with looseness of walk 
and talk : the latter is inseparable from prayerful 1,ympathy with the 
meek and patient Lamb.of God. Jt was when the Churches were walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, that they 
were multiplied (Acts ix. 81 ). This was the Divine order of growth arn.i 
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prosperity then ; is it not the same to-day ? Thank God, we have 
Churches where this order is recognised, and where the spirit of Jesus 
Christ pervades the gathering's and doings of the saints. May their 
witness provoke the rest to seek the like conditiom, and so, by God's 
grace, secure the like results. 

4.-Strong confidence in and constant dependence upon Christ's resources. 
The history of the early Churches before the fourtb century is a splendid 
vindication of Christ's assurance-" My grace is sufficient for thee ; 
for My strength is made perfect in weakness." With the civil and 
ecclesiastical states violently opposed to them, with their ranks con
stantly dtpleted by martyrdom, untitled with earthly dignities and 
unendowed with earthly wealth, they, nevertheless, exhibited such high 
courage, steadfast fortitude, magnanimous charity and patient hope as 
compelled their very enemies to wonder and admire. Jesus Christ was 
indeed to them :-

" A living bright reality: 
More present to faith's vision keen, 
Than any outward object seen.'' 

The numerous symbols of joy and triumph in the Catacombs of Rome 
attest the vigour and buoyancy of their spiritual life. But declension 
set in under the State patronage of Constantine. Endowed bishoprics, 
sumptuous churches, and ornate services soon obscured the spiritual 
springs of life and supply. There was much show and little substance : 
much form and little power. Competition with, instead of ant~gonism 
to, the world quickly resulted in the world corrupting the Church imtead 
of the Church purifying the world. And alas! so it is still. Tbe Churches 
of Christ used to be reminded that spiritual ends can only be achieved 
by spiritual means. Not only Anglicans, but some Nonconformists, too, 
have yet to see that Christianity and c~sarism is an impossible 
amalgam. Yet, thongh guiltlees of Erastianism, it is possible for a 
Church to be depending upon a past grand history, the patronage of 
well-to-do worldly supporters, special occasions of fleshly excitement, 
and even flattering magazine reports. 0 for a clearer vision of 
Zechariah's golden lampstand, fed by the two olive trees, the inter
pretation of which is given in the words," Not by might, nor by power, 
but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts I " 0 for a closer view of 
John's pamllel vision in the Apocalypse, where the Risen Son of Man 
takes the place of the olive trees as the source of supply I Vital, unin
terrupted contact with Him will experimentally verify the wondrous 
statement : '' For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily; and ye are.filled full in Him" (~ol. ii. 9, 10, Alford and R.V.). 
This is the way, and the only way, by which Church poverty can be 
exchanged for Church prosperity. 

Spirit of the living God, inspire in all our Churches a profounder 
reverence for Christ's supremacy, a stronger adherence to His cause, a 
deeper yearning for His spirit, and fuller reliance upon His resources I 
Then shall "waters break out in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert ; the parched ~round shall become a pool, and the thirsty land 
springs of water." Amen. 
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JESUS AND HTS EARLY DISCIPLES. 
BY THO~IAB HENSON. 

CHRIST is" the Way, the Truth, and the Life:" the Way to God, 
the Truth of God, and the Life Eternal. In such a life every 

!nc!dent must have an important bearing upon His kingdom. No 
mc1dent can be void of deep spiritual interest-interest which, like 
deep seas, always has depths beneath the sounding lines. In this view 
of \lhrist is it not singular that of four biographies three should tell us 
so little of the first thirty years of His life, and one of them nothing what
ever ~ Does not that fact immeasurably enhance what they have told us 
of His last three years' ministry ? Bdieving that the Holy Spirit 
guirled them in their writing, I think He so guided them that nothing 
should come into their picture but the Son of Man, the Son of God, the 
Preacher, the Worker, the Healer, the Friend, the Redeemer. Some 
day, maybe, better than now, we shall see and better understand this great 
mystery. 

Jesus came from heaven to make atonement for sin, to purchase for 
Himself a living Church, and to found an everlasting kingdom. The 
Son of a royal house, He was poor; born a King, He was of obscure 
parentage. Of the kingdom He was to found there were no signs except 
Himself, and He was a despised Nazarene. Birds have nests, and foxes 
have lairs, but this King had neither court nor courtier; but, as a "root 
out of dry ground, He was despised and rejected of men." Thirty years 
of His life had passed away, and only once had He spoken, and then as 
a youth of twelve years. As He began to be about thirty years of age, 
He began to take His first steps towards His kingdom, in baptism, and 
in the endurance of temptation; the first to take upon Himself the sins 
of His people; in the second to prove Himself Conqueror over the devil, 
and to show Himself sinless, though tempted. 

The wildernes3 and the wild beasts, the fasting and the devil being 
left, He proceeded to His third step, which was to find disciples-men 
whom He could teach, train, and send forth as heralds of the kingdom. 
It was a very small beginning for a kingdom which should stretch from 
sea to sea, and have no end ; but God has never despised the day of 
sm.all things. With such a small outset at the foundation, how glorious 
will be the triumph when the kingdom is completed! it will be the 
triumph of love, of grace, of mercy, and of power to save. 

John the Baptist, seeing Jesus among the people who came to his 
baptism, pointed to Him, and proclaimed Him as the " Lamb of Go?, 
which taketh away the sin of the world." The next day he agam 
directed the attention of two of his own disciple3 to Jesus as '' the Lamb 
of God." The titles of Jesus Christ are many, and rich in spiritual 
meaning, and here it is noteworthy that He is also the " Lion of the 
tribe of Judah," the Lamb for sacrifice, the Lion for strength and 
government. Those two disciples of John followed Jesus; they sought 
opportunity with Him. The Spirit of Ood, using the teaching of John, 
had prepared their hearts for Hirn. Only a soul that has been awakened 
to a sense of need and desire can think what their thoughts may have 
been as they followed Him. Zaccheus wanted to see J erns out of 
curio8ity ; the Greeks wanted to see Him out of wonder; the woman 
wanted to touch the hem of His garment in hope and faith ; but 
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these two men wanted to know Him out of love born of long expectation. 
Jesus, turning kindly upon them as they followed Him, gave them their 
heart's desire. This is His way still; as Calvin says, "This kmd and 
gracious invitation, which was once made to two persons, now belongs 
to all." Christ sees the secret thought of the heart, and is ever ready 
to receive whosoever will come after Him. Those two disciples of 
John reali6ed that "the consolation of Israel" was come; they felt that 
long-cherished hopes were being satisfied ; the Priest, the Prophet, the 
Kiag received and welcomed them. 

It was probably about four o'clock in the afternoon when they met, 
and what appeals to my own, heart just here is the graphic picture of 
the meeting. With three words, '' What seek ye?" He opened His 
}leart to them. With three words, "Where dwellest Thou ? " they 
opened their hearts to Him. With three words, "Come and see," He 
drew and bound them to Himself. With their question they uttered the 
deep yearning of awakened souls. With His invitation He set open a 
wide door which has never been closed against such souls as theirs. 
"They came, and saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him that day." 
What a day it would be to them ! What a day it is to poor, sin-sick 
souls when first they believe and fiad themselves welcomed by Jesus ! 
Then· a friendship is formed between Christ and the soul which can 
never be severed. Such meetings of Christ and anxious souls will con
tinue till the" tramp shali sound." 

John the Baptist, as the heril.ld of Je3us, made no grander declara
tion in all his ministry than this, " Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." Doubtless he was familiar with the 
Old Testament use of the lamb. He would know the storv of Ahraham's 
faith when he said to Isaac. '' My son, God will provide Himself a lamb 
for a burnt offering." He would be familiar with the story of the 
Passover lamb, and with the sacrifice of lambs all through that 
dispensation. Perhaps in his address to the people he would be thin.k
in~ of Isaiah's words, " He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter." 
We know more now than he understood then, and we may well wonder 
how he came to make such statements about Jesus. His language 
evidently implies the "Lamb" bearing sin away by s~crific~. If we 
find mystery here, we may find the solution of it by remembering 
that John was sent to bear witness of Jesus, and His mission neces
sarily involved Divine illumination. He knew Christ and the nature 
of His work by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. The discernment of 
spiritual truth depends upon ~piritual enlightenment. 

But who were those two who were the first to seek and to follow 
Jesus? The first to whom He spake of Himself and His kingdom. 
One of them was Andrew, the brother of Peter, whose native place 
was Bethsaida, a city which, like Nazareth, wus not of the aristocracy 
of Judea. The biography of some men is written in very few words, 
and this is the case with Andrew. The Synoptists tell us whence he 
came, who waB his brother, what his trade was, how he was called to 
be an apostle, and that he joined with three others to ask a question. 
That is all they tell us. John tells us of his conversion and useful
ness. His name is the first in the visible roll of the kingdom. His 
first usefulness was in bringing his brother Simon to J esns. He al8o 
brought the lad with the loaves and fishes; he took part with Philip 

G 
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in bringing the Greeks to the Lord. He joined with Peter, James, and 
John in asking when the destruction of the Temple should be. He is 
always mentioned in the first four of the apostolic lists. His is not 
a great record, but each incident is a fruitful seed for thoughtful 
minds. 

Andrew's biography, though short, shows some striking characteris
tics of the man, as an earnest spirit, ever ready for good work, and, read 
in the light of Peter's history, is ever growing greater through the ages. 
So far as we know, Peter is the only one saved through his instrumen
tality. His record is a story of little events, but the world is made up 
of atoms, and great lives consist of small services. God made atoms and 
animalculre, and He does not despise small things ; He beautifies them 
with His smile of approbation. A little Sunday scholar seeing a stranger 
at the next door, invited him to her Sunday-school ; it was only a small 
act, but it gave shape, colour, and direction to a long ministerial life. 
Many Sunday-school teachers spend life and energy in obscure classes, 
whom no one trumpets from week to week, but . their work may be 
greater and more far-reaching than that of some popular idol. Men 
cannot see as God sees, and He never looks with men's eyes. Men make 
bold efforts to form great lives, but God forms great lives out of small 
elements. All lives must be measured in heaven with God's rule. He 
weighs cups of cold water, and feels the touch of sympathy. 

What we are told of Andrew exhibits him as a practical man, with a 
loving heart and a ready hand. Jesus, intending to feed five thousand 
guests, consulted Philip as to the means. Philip could not see any possi
bility of supplying five thousand mouths with two hundred pennyworth 
of bread ; but Andrew, finding a lad with five loaves and two small 
fishe8, at once brought him and his stock-in-trade to Jesus. True, he 
saw the disparity of proportion, and said, " But what are these among 
so many ? " A practical mind can see difficulties, but it is slow to 
admit impossibilities. It was a small service, and seemed to be a hope
less one to bring the lad and his loaves ; but what a great result Christ 
wrought by it l Looking at Andrew as we see him in the gospels, he 
appears to be just the sort of man the Churches need for pastors and 
deacons-practical, sympathetic, 1,1teady and firm in a crisis, nnd ready
handed in an emergency. 

Very little is known about Andrew after the dispersion of the 
apostles. His name-which means a strong man-may be ta.ken as 
indicative of his entire character. Traditional history testifies of his 
ardent devotion and usefulness in preaching the Gospel in Asia Minor 
and on the shores of the Black Sea, where, it is said, his evangelistic 
efforts were very successful. In many other regions he travelled and 
preached, and at last he sealed his testimony by his death. The belief 
of general history is that he was crucified on an X-shaped cross, now 
commonly known as St. Andrew's cross. When lashed to it with cords, 
he spent his last hours in telling of the love of Jesus to those who came 
to witness his death. His was a great, though hidden, life-great, 
because it was for Christ. Andrew's usefulness, though not largely written 
in the gospels, is fully written in the book which the Master keeps. 
Let lowly, holy, and hidden workers for Christ take courage: He is not 
unmindful of their work of faith and love. 

We are not told the name of the other of those two. All through 
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the gospel of John there is one man, who never tells his own name. 
Only once, and that in the Book of Revelation, does he tell us th1:1t, 
where he says, " I ,John was in the Isle that is called Patmos '' (Rev. i. 
9). He was the first to seek Christ, and the last to leave Him at the 
cross. Hit1 was a great life, so different to that of Andrew, although they 
both came to Christ's service at the same time. God makes sovereign choice 
of His own intruments. I linger with John ja.st here, that we may see 
one most delightful feature of his Christian life. Have you noticed 
that no writer in the New Testament speaks so often, so clearly, so 
lovingly, so confidently, and so solemnly of Christ (" the Lamb'') as 
this John does? In the Book of Revelation you will find him 
speaking of "the Lamb " about twenty-six times. Think of a few 
of those precious sentences as we close this meditation : -" Lo, by the 
throne ... stood a Lamb, as it had been slain" (Rev. v. 6 ). "And 
they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy, ... for Thou w,i,st 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, . . . and hast made 
us unto our God kings and priests : and we shall reign on the earth" 
(Rev. vi. 9-13J. "And he said, The3e are they which came out of (or 
through) great tribulation, and have washed their robe3, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb" ( Rev. vii. 13, 17). 

It will amply repay the reader to seek out the twenty-six references 
to the Lamb in the Revelation of John; they are sweet with honey, rich 
with manifestations of sovereign grace, and strong with Divine strength 
to our faith and hope, assurance and love. If God will, I hope to send 
a paper as a study of John the apostle, but I must not unduly lengthen 
this one. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

OPPOSITES. 

No. 3.-Churches. Faithful or False 7 

IF you asked for "the Church" in a country village you would at 
once be directed to a building, ivy-clad perhaps, surmounted with a 

steeple, surrounded by a grave-yard, and most likely boasting a peal of 
bells. If you questioned a Roman Catholic he or she would tell you 
that "the true Church" meant the "priests" and "holy fathers," the 
hierarchy, of which the Pope is the head, whose laws and decisions are 
" infallible," and binding upon all who claim to be called Christians. 
And it is in this way we hear of the "Church of England," the 
"Church of Rome," the "Greek Church," and so on. 

The New Testament speaks of the Church in the singular number ; 
and then of a plurality of local churches ; as in Rev. i. 11 we read of 
the "seven churches in Asia ; " Paul wrote to " the Church of Gou at 
Corinth;" the churches of Galatia, &e., &c., but in every case it is 
certain that neither literal buildings, nor yet " clergymen," or digni
taries, are intended, but people, both men and women, young and old, 
who believe on the Lord Jems Christ, and who know and love the 
Lord, because they were first known and beloved of Him. 

That Church means congregation, or assembly, is plain to any 
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Bible reader from a comparison or Psa. :xxii. 22 with Heh. ii. 12. In 
the first passage we read. and we know that it was Jesus who was the 
speaker, "I will declare Thy Name unto My brethren, in the midst of 
the rongregotion will I praise Thee ; " and as quoted by the apostle in 
the second text it runs, "I will declare Thy Name unto My brethren, 
in the midElt of the Church will I sing praise unto Thee." 

There have been congregations without a building to meet 
in ; many a Christian assembly has gathered under the canopy of 
heaven in different lands and scenes. I was much struck with a 
picture I saw the other day. a group of Covenanters galhered in the 
Scotch mountains, and one preaching the Word of God to them as they 
eagerly listened, not knowing bow soon their persecutors might rush in 
and scatter or destroy the little flock. But when the meeting-place has 
been a building of any kind, we can understand how the" Container" 
would be called by the name of its contents, just as we speak of the 
"copper " or "tea-kettle," or "saucepan" boiling, when we mean that 
the liqu,:d these vessels hold is in a boiling etate. In the same manner, 
and in that way only, can any edifice be called a Church; but as for the 
other idea that the Church means a hierarchy, a kind of priesthood to 
which only the head ones, the men in holy orders. can lay claim, this 
is completely disposed of by Paul's charge to the Ephesian elders 
(Acts xx. 28), wherein he charges them, the overseers of the flock, to 
"feed the Church of God which He hath purchased with His own 
blood." These elders were the overseers, the bishops of the flock of 
Christ at Ephesus, bot the "sheep" themselves were the Church. over 
which these elders had the oversight. 

Now it is very noteworthy that the Roman Catholics and their 
kindred and imitators try alway,i to keep this fact out of sight ; the myste
rious sanctity of what they are pleased to call the Church consists in a 
round of priestly consecrations, performed by Popes, or prelates, or priests ; 
so we have consecrated clergymen, consecrated buildings, for the living 
to meet in, and consecrated burying-places for the dead, all of which 
are at complete variance with the plain teaching of the Saviour, 
" Where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in 
the midst of them" (Matt. xviii. 20). For, as He showed the woman 
of Samaria, the worhsip of God is not confined to any time or place, but 
the "true wor~hippers worship Him who is a Spirit in spirit and in 
truth, for the Father seeketh such to worship Him" (John iv. 23. 24). 

The word used in the New Testament for Church is the Greek 
word Ecclesia ; it came from the custom in the free States of Greece of 
calling together an assembly of the citizens to transact public business. 
So "called" out" from the world by the preaching of the Gospel, 
Zion's children are gathered and banded together to worship God, to 
carry out the commands and ordinances of Christ Jesus their Lord, to 
edify or build up one another on their most holy faith, and to be like 
lighted-up cities shedding their brightness all around. 

The first Christian Church of which we read was that at Jerusalem, 
formed originally by Uhrist Himself, of His eleven" apostles, who in 
that upper room, partook of that solemn feast which He ordained t.he 
night before His death, and consisting of about one hundred and 

• Judas was the twelfth, but wo connot le sure whether ho partook of the 
"Lord's Supper" or not. 
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twenty members at the time of His ascension into heaven (see Act~ i.). 
There was a large increase on the Day of Pentecost, and the number 
grew as the days went on, till per3ecution scattered them to sow the 
good_ seed of the Gospel wherever they went. Evidently they were all 
bapt1zed men and women, and faithful, no doubt, most of them were, 
'' but not all ; " Judas the traitor, Ananias and Sapphira the deceitful, 
were numbered for a little while with that company, but soon these 
fruitless branches were severed from the vine, and withered, were cast 
forth as fuel for the fire ; while the trae flourished all the more for 
being purged from the false. 

The first officers appointed in that Jerusalem Church were c~lled 
Deacons, or ministrants, because their work was to assist the apostles in 
relieving the poor members, and then, as new Churches were formed in 
other places, Bishops were appointed to take the oversight of them. 
Bishop means the same as elder, although called by another name, as we 
find from Acts xx., the " elders" of verse 17 being called " overseers" 
(same word a~ bishop, episcopos) in verse 28. Not Lord Bishops, with 
a lot of clergymen under them ; far less priests, offering up atoning 
sacrifices for the living and the dead : the Christian Bishop of the New 
Testament was a simple Pastor, living for and among his flock, feeding 
them with God's Wurd, and prayerfully watching over them in faith 
and love. 

Then from Chnrches we are carried to the Church of Christ, the 
Bride, the Wife of the Lamb. Into the most faithfol Churches on 
earth, hypocrites and false professors may and do creep unawarcs, but 
the true Church is composed only of His called, chosen, and faituful 
ones ; redeemed from all iniquity by the precious blood of Jesus, and 
cleansed and sanctified by His Holy Spirit. Of this the apostle wrote 
to the "foithfnl" ones at Ephesus : "Christ loved the Church, and 
gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the Word, that He might present it to Himself a 
glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but 
that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. v, 26-28). 

This is the "General Assembly and Church of the Firstborn, which 
are written. in heaven,'' Christ Himself being " the Firstborn among 
many brethren," and they all the "children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus." 

And this is the Church " outside the pale of which there is no 
salvation; " not that apostate Church I which originated the saying 
just quoted, which hide!! and contradicts God's S!lcred Word, 
deifies Popes and the "Virgin," and dishonours and prnctically denies 
the only Jfediator between God and man, the Lord Jesus Christ, wlio 
says, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unlo the 
Futher but by Me ! " 

Dear reader, what think you, what know you of these thing-~ ? To 
which Church do you want to belong ? to one Lhat is Christian only in 
name, or to that Church WHERE CHRIS'!' IS ALL AND IN ALL ? 0 that 
you may be led to Him as a poor helpless sinner, and rejoice tlrnt He 
is made unto you, " wisdom, and righteousne,s, and sttnctification, and 
redemption," so that you may for ever sing, with all the ransomed 
Church of God, the new and never-ending song of glad 1tnd grnteful 
praise to Him who saves with an everlasting salvation. Amen. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

·• Who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will : that we should 
be to the praise of His glory. who first trusted in Christ.''-Ephee. i. 11, 12. 

IN a former paper we endeavoured to lay before our readers importl!.nt 
truths, and, as far as our limited ability enabled us, to direct 

special attention to the wondrous teaching of the Holy Spirit 
through the apostle to us. I sincerely hope my readers will pardon 
a ver.y brief _recapitulation, which seems impossible to avoid. 
We tried to pomt out the present standing of the children of God 
-a standing which is absolutely and eternally secure. No additional 
words of mine can describe that truly blessed and unspeakable position, 
occupied by the eternally loved, called, and saved of the Lord. Who 
can fully un1erstand the true deep meaning of being " in Christ ? " 
Who can possibly describe the vast wealth, the infinite resources, at the 
command of the predestinated family of God ? Then we are reminded 
that our present standing, our immeasureable wealth, our unique 
privileges, are according to the unalterable purposes of the Supreme 
Being. " In Obrist," is still our theme, and must be the keynote of 
what may be advanced in this short paper. I shall therefore proceed 
to make a few observations, and first I would state that, 

GOD'S SOVEREIGN OPERATIONS TEND TO THE GOOD OF THOSE 

"IN CHRIST." 

" Worketh all things "-i.e., working the all things of salvation. 
The word used here suggests the inward working of God in the soul, 
and in the Church. What a magnificent description of God's works are 
given in Psalm cxi.: " The works of the Lord are great, honourable, 
and glorious ; " "wonderful ; " "the power of His works ; " the works 
of His hands are verity and judgment." These glorious works are said 
to be "sought out of all them that have pleasure therein." There are 
very few of us but what take pleasure in creation, where order, be~uty, 
and variety abound. In creation we have the transcendent wisdom, 
power, and glory of God ; there His glorious works are seen. But the 
highest work of God is redemption, and the redeemed Church in the 
world is, in my estimation, the noblest work of Deity. In the Church 
are carried on the powerful operations of the Holy Spirit. The grand 
displays of unmerited grace, the compai,sion of mercy, and the tokens 
of that love which "passeth knowledge." God presides in and over His 
Church. Innumerable changes take place, the rise and fall of kingdoms, 
the changes in individual life, the severing of sacred ties, the estrange
ment of friends, dissensions in the Church, enough to shake the faith of 
God's elect. and doubtless would, but for the fact that God rules, and 
reigns for the good of His chosen. Bad as things are around us, the 
uniYerse acts in unison with the Divme will. The rolling stars, the 
hosts of heaven, the teeming multitudes upon the face of our globe, are 
all under the control of Him who still numbers the hairs of His elect, 
and watches the falling sparrow. Yes, my dear reader, God is working
in all, through all, accomplishing His gracious purposes in our daily 
experiences ; and thoug-h, like the disciples, I do not know the why and 
wherefore of His dealings with me to-day, the morrow may bring a 
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grand revelation, and a full disclosure of all. Two things are certain, 
tbat God is working in us now, His will; yes, and to do, of His good 
pleasure. And while the operation is going on we have the assurance 
that" all things "-not a few-" work together "-perfect harmony
" for the good "-for the best, the ,very best, of those" who are the 
called according to Ilia purpose." We proceed to notice that, 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF BEING IN CHRIST IS ENJOYED BY FAITH, 

" Who first trusted in Christ." Faith rests upon the word of the 
Lord, and is the Amen to that Word. The confirming signs of genuine 
faith are fittingly given by the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews : 
'' By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of 
God." The world, the earth, the heavens, the stars, and all things a.~ 
they now exist. Faith rests upon the testimony of the Word, and is the 
'' ground of confidence of things not seen." There is, however, a 
deeper meaning to the words before us. There is in true faith an 
element of eotrustment, a venture, or perhaps better, a committal of 
one's self into another's hands. "I know whom I have believed." will 
convey exactly to the mind what I think is meant here. Hence I would 
say that those who are chosen "in Christ," are led in God's time, and 
by ordained means, to believe, trust, and hope in Christ. Further, such 
persons are unmistakably led to appropriate salvation blessings. That 
is, they are led to enjoy present blessings accompanying eternal salva
tion ; while rejoicing in the good things of the kingdom of grace, such 
men of faith anticipate still greater blessings. It has often struck the 
writer's mind that the lowness of mind and feebleness of manv of the 
Lord's people arises from the fact that they live too much in the past, 
and not in tbe enjoyment of present blessings. In such conduct 
there is a reflection on the goodness and benevolence of God, and an ex
hibition of the lack of living, trustful, appropriating faith on our part. 
There is still another thought suggested here, viz., this faith leads to 
a~similation, for it can only be by faith that we cherish tbe hope of 
likeness to our Lord. That is the final end; reaching that, full satis
faction will be fully realised. (See Psa. xvii. 15; l John iii. 2.) Very 
much more might be said upon this interesting subject, but we must 
pass on to-

THE SUBLIME END OF BEING '' IN CHRIST." 

" That we should be lo the praise of His glory.'' Praise, is the ex:
pression of the value in which one is held, a fitting description of Him 
w.ho is "Preciousne~s" to the believer ; for it is impossible to outdo 
ourselves in highest commendation of Jesus our beloved Lord. To Him 
we willingly offer our greatest tribute of gratitude, and would ever hold 
Him in the highest estimation of our being. Gladly we tender to Him 
the honoar due to His matchles:1 Name. "While all His works praise 
Him, in our very souls we would bless Him." We would pmise Him for 
His glorious and eternal redemption, and for that gruce which brings 
salvation to us, and thus conferriag highest honour and dignity upon 
poor sinners in their weak and sinful condition. Surely we have much 
cause for praise, when we reflect upon the irreat transformation expe
rienced in our own life by Divine grace. When we think also of 
the great desiga of redeeming mercy, and its ultimate end, Go<l.'s 
glory. Restoring grace ends in eternal glory. Thus you see God 



84 THE EART H.E~ VESSEL 

working all things for the good of His chosen, for our highest good, 
e.nd for the glory of His own Name. Thus, then, we rliscover the 
highest end of being '' in Christ," is that we may praise God here, 
and later on join the anthem above, where all render unceasing 
praises to the glory of Him who is seated on His glorious high throne
" God, all in all." Then shall the fullest end of the Di vine Word be 
accomplished-'' This people have I formed for MyEelf, they shall show 
forth My praise." 

THE STRONG REBUKED AND THE WEAK 
ENCOURAGED. 

BY E. WHITE. 

"For who will hearken ucto you in this me.tter? but e.s his pa.rt is the.t 
goeth down to the battle, so she.11 his pa.rt be the.t te.rrieth by the stuff."-
1 Sam. m. 24. 

THERE are many of God's people, from various causes, who are not 
able to fight the battles of the Lord, or engage in active service for 

Rim. They must not be overlooked. The Lord has a special regard 
for them, and in the tendernes, of His love has made provision for them. 
Let us learn from this instance in David's life to act as generously and 
kindly toward them as he did. Alas ! all his followers were not of bis 
mind. They had no sympathy for these weak ones. They who a.re 
strong should bear the burdens of the weak, and he:p them in their need, 
not stek to rob them of their rightful portion of the Lord's spoil. 

See their injustice I God gave them the victory, enriched them, gave 
power in battle, and sent them home with much spoil ; but they had 
forgotten that it was God who gave them strength ; flushed with their 
victory, they were proud of their prowess, took all the glory to them
selves, and claimed as a right what God alone bad given them power to 
obtain. No wonder they were unjust to their weaker brethren, filled as 
they were by such a spirit. They had forgotten the words spoken by 
their lawgiver long ago-" And thou say in thine heart, My power, end 
the might of mine hand bath gotten me this wealth ; but thou shalt 
remembe:· the Lord thy God; for it is He that giveth thee power to get 
wealth." Bow many would not deal so unjustly as they do toward the 
v.eak if they remembered their more favoured circumstances were of 
God, and not of themselvts so much. 

Mark their unkindness. These were brethren of whom they spoke 
thus. Their weakness should have touched their hearts, and called forth 
a readiness of sympathy to share with them their recent gains. But not 
so, their unkindness would have left them destitut~ ; their bowels of 
compassion were shut toward them ; their ears were deaf to their need, 
although they were of the household of Israel, and their own kith and 
kin. They had no right to treo.t strangers thus, for they had once been 
strangers ; but to act thus toward brethren is doubly unkind. But 
their king, like our glorious King Jesu~, rebukes all such hursh treat
ment on the part of his Jollowers toward their fellows. 

We nute thriir selfishness. They had more than they needed, but 
would keep all to themselves : a generous spirit delights to help others, 
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and looks upon possessions as given and attained for that very purpose. 
They think of Him " Who was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that 
we, through His poverty, might be made rich." Bot with such selfish 
spirits, Lazarus may lay at their gate uncared for, untended, unfed, 
although their coffers burst, aC!d their barns are more than filled with 
plenty. Yet these were brethren, who had a claim upon them that they 
should share with them their spoils. Such a spirit is not a happy one, 
nor would the day of victc.ry have brought them any real gain if their 
selfish ends had been gratified. They must have felt they had defrauded 
those who went not with them, through weakness, of their rights. A 
canker would have gnawed &t their hearts, and spoiled all the pleasure 
in that which they had retained from others. 

We see their ingratitude. The battle might have gone against them; 
instead of returning singing songs of victory they mLiht have found a 
grave on the lonely hillside; instead of driving before them the lowing 
herds and bleating flocks they might themselves have been, like dumb
driven cattle, marched before their captors into exile and slavery ; bm 
their ingratitude does not lead them to think of that. They are 
exultant with victory, and filled with gains. They have almost for
gotten their God, is it any wonder if they forget their weak and faint 
brethren ? Alas! that even men of God, the more they get of earthly 
wealth should decline in godliness and Christian liberality. Ingratitude 
for mercie3 received is a fault from which few of us are clear. 

But let us turn to the other side-the weak. We note-thev were 
willing, but not 11ble. How many of God's weak ones would fain 11:0 

forth on the Lord's-day to tread His sacred courts, and serve Him in 
His house, if they could ? As they clasp the band of loved ones from 
their bed of pain, with the tear of regret glistening in their eye, they 
say, "Tell me all about the service when you return. Bring me back 
some of the precious truths uttered, I long to hear them. I shall count 
the time long while yon 1m, away." Shall these weak ones be denied? 
Shall we not charge our memories to retain whRt we hear for their 
sake, and derive a double pleasure in reciting for their benefit that which 
first brought joy and blessing to our own hearts·? Only those who have 
spent weeks in a sick room know the eager longing to bear again the 
songs of Zion, and go with them who keep holy day. To some this 
privilege will never be granted again perhaps on earth. Let us ~hare 
the spoils with them, and what they cannot go to obtain carry to them, 
and thus become ministering spirit~ out of om abundant stores to their 
longing hearts. They would join in active lervice but Cttnnot; let all 
tenderness be shown toward them to cheer their lonely path of suffering 
and waiting. 

We remark, These filled an important place. They guarded the 
Btllff, though not fit for battle. Many a mother staying at home with 
the little one1, needs a word of cheer ; many a nurse by the bedside is 
doing God's work as much as those in public life. These loving 
ll]inistries are very valuable, and are not forgotten by their Lord toward 
Bis little ones. The shepherd on the hillside tending his lamb~, and 
the ploughman feeding his horses and supplying their needs, although 
these neces:1ary rnrvices keep them from the house of God sometimes, 
sball they not share the spoil with those whose time and circumstances 
have allowed them the full freedom of the Sabbath for holy service in 
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God's house. Let those more favoured recount to these the deeds of the 
Lord, and thus make up in some measure for their enforced absence 
from the sanctuary by sharing with them the gooJ things they have 
h~~d. It would do the bearers of the tidings good also, not only by 
g1vmg pleasure to others, but they would prize their own privileges 
more, and come up to God's house in a more thankful spirit ; and they 
would give more attentioc that they might remember more readily what 
they had heard . 

. We note, These valued the king's return. They could not go with 
~1m, bu~ th~y went eagerly forth to meet him. They felt as deep an 
mterest m bis success as Lhose who had gone forth to the fight with him. 
And so there are many of God's weak ones who t!lke a deep interest in 
all that pertain to His kingdom. They take pleasure in His victories ; 
they pray for those who are engeged in the fray against error and evil ; 
th_ey watch ea~erly. for success, and hail with delight the growing 
triumphs of theu Kmg. They look for the dawning of the day when 
the King shall return again, and long for His appearing ; and in that 
day they shall be as fully recognised as those who have borne the burden 
and heat of the day. They have been faithfully watching where He 
placed them for His return, and they shall equally share with those who 
are with Him in His triumphs, His honours, and His everlasting joys. 
The weakest saint shall not be passed by in that day, but the Heavenly 
King shall salute them each, and share the spoils of victory with them 
in that day. 

They had a right to share the spoil. It was by the command of the 
king that all his subjects should share alike. The weak, the faint, the 
weary-they were all in the king's army. "They all serve, although 
some do but stand and wait." It is not where we are, but what we are. 
If Israelites indeed, then the promises, tbl:l covenants, the inheritance is 
ours hy union to our Lord. It is the King who has fought for all we 
possess, and He bas a right to give it. He has decreed to share it with 
all His own, and this gives them a cluim which cannot be disputed by 
any. Let the weak, the tempted, the tried be encouraged then. It 
needs as much grace to be faithful in your position as in the thick of 
the fight, and you shall have no ltss honour than they who have stood 
thus foot to foot with the enemy and have overcome. To thorn who 
suffer in loneliness ; to those who labour in obscurity; to those who 
prny in secret with many an aching heart ; to those who bear persecution 
unknown, the King says to each-" Be thou faithful unto death, and 
unto you, though unknown to earth's fame, to you also will I give, at 
My appearing, the crown of life, which fadeth not away." 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HEART BEING MADE RIGHT.-" The 
bowl runs as the bias inclines it ; the ship moves us the rudder steers 
it ; and the mind thinks according to the predominancy of vice or 
virtue in it. The heart of man is like the spring of the clock, which 
causes the wheels to move right or wrong, well or ill. If the heart once 
set forward for God, all the mern bers will follow after ; all the parts. 
like dutiful handmaids, in their places, will wait on their mistress. The 
teart is the great workhouse where all sin is wrought before it is exposed 
to open view. It is the mint where evil thoughts are coined before they 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 87 

are current in our words and actions. It is the forge where all our evil 
works as well as words are hammered out. There is no sin but is dressed 
in the withdrawing room of the heart before it appears on the stage of 
life. It is vain to go about a holy life till the heart be made holy. The 
pulse of the hand beats well or ill, according to the state of the heart. If 
the chinks of the ship are unstopped, it will be to no purpose to labour 
at the pump. When the water is foul at the bottom, no wonder that 
scum and filth appear at the top. There is no way to stop the issue of 
sin but by drying up the matter that feeds it."-G. Swinnock. 

HUMILITY is both a grace, ,md a vessel to receive grace. There is 
none that .sees so much need of grace as humble souls ; there is none 
prizes grace like humble souls, there is none improves grace like humble 
souls, therefore God singles out the humble soul, to fill him to the brim 
with grace, when the proud is sent empty away. Of all garments, 
humility doth best become Christians, and most adorn their profession. 
Faith is the champion of grace, and love the Nurse, but humility the 
beauty of grace. "Be clothed with humility" (1 Pet. v. 5). The 
Greek word imports, that humility is the ribbon, or string, that ties 
together all those precious pearls, the rest of the graces. If this string 
break, they are all scattered.-Thomas Brooks. 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

IV.-SouTH LoNDON.-continued. 

lllETIIOPOLlTAN TADERNACLE CHURCH. 

AFTER the departure of Benjamin Keach's son-in-law, Benjamin Stinton, in 
1719, the Church was divided as to who should be the next under shepherd. 
Some desired to invite John Gill, of Kettering; and sowe did not so 
desire. The feeling was so strong with regard thereto that it led to a 
disruption; those who were for inviting Mr. Gill took their departure in 
a body, and assembled in the Schoolroom of Thomas Crosby, one of the 
dee.cons. Those who were not favourable to Mr. Gill's being invited 
remained in Goat's Yard Passage, Fair Street. From the February of 
Stinton's decease (in 1719) to October of the same year disputes were 
rife. On the whole, the deacons and members who objected to the choice 
of John Gill seem to have been fairer and more reasonable than the 
others. The matter was referred to the Board of Ministers, who 
eventually gave this advice:-" that Mr. Gill should preach once on the 
Sabbath; and the others should be free to invite another minister to take 
the other service, until something nearer e. unanimous vote could be 
arrived at.'' Bot the friends of Mr. Gill would not act upon this advice. 
They preferred to keep by themselves, and continue tc. worship in Mr. 
Croi;by's schoolroom. 

The members who stayed at Goat's Yard numbered 122; while 99 
went a.way with Mr. Gill to Crosby's schoolroom Reckoning the male 
members only, there were 84 who remained at Goat's Yard; while 24 
~ollowed Mr. Gill, and some of these after a while came ho.ck age.in, 
mcluding Mr. Crosby himself. 

By the 26th of Jone, 1720, the Goat's Yard folk had erected for their 
use e. new sanctuary in 

UNICORN YARD, TOOLEY STREET. 

It was e. leasehold property, the first lease of which expired in 1808. 
The Church had also chosen Benjamin Stinton's succe8sor,-Willie.m 
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Arnold; and upon one occasion, when he was seriously ill, just before hif1 
death, in fact, the friends held a whole day of fasting and prayer for his 
recovery, a custom which was observed in Baptist Churches at that time, 
and which continued to a much later period. 

After William Arnold's death, the Church unanimously desired Mr. 
Hugh Evans (son of the well-known Caleb Evans), of Bristol College, for 
their pastor. But their appeals to Hugh, to his father, and to the Board 
of Ministers, were all in vain ; he could not see his way to accept the 
pastorate. Mr. Thomas Flower was eventually chosen as pastor; who 
was succeeded in the office, in the year 1750, by Mr. Josiah Thompson. 

Com~ng to th~ year 1762, Mr. Thompson has been called home, the 
Church _is once more pastorless, and here we get an instructive sidelight 
on Baptist Church customg of the time. The members decided to invite 
Mr._ W~lliam Clark to the pastorate, which decision was notified by raising 
their right hands; and on the 14th of October, at his public rAcognition, 
the memb~rs again confirmed their choice by uplifting of hands, and 
Mr. Clark, m the course of the service, underwent the ceremonial laying
on of hands by his ministerial brethren who took part therein. Another 
sid~ligbt: Si~ter Hannah Hill, being removed in providence into Suffolk, 
desired d1sm1ssal to the only Baptist Church in her new locality. The 
Church refused persistently to give her the desired letter, because they 
could not grant a dismi:isal to an Open-communion Church. Mr. Clark 
resigned the office in 1785, having held it about twenty-three years. 
There waR a Mr. Hutchings, whom I know to have been the minister, by 
a record of the 24th May, 1820. Two of its mpst notable pastors of more 
recent times were, Mr. David Denham, whose selection of hymns 
entitled, 

11 THE SAINTS
0 

MELODY," 

but more commonly spoken of as "Denham's Selection," is still largely 
in use by Strict Baptist Churches The other, and still more recent, 
minister to whom I refer, wati my late beloved father, founder and for 
many years editor of this magazinA. Ah I how well I remember the 
spacious chapel, enclosed by houses and cottage13 from the common high
way-Tooley Street. As I sat (a little boy) in the large square family 
pew, at the foot of the high, handsome pulpit, I would watch with wide
open eyes and a sort of child-like awe my father's ascent up the many 
soft-carpeted stair1:, leading thereunto. Thc.:re, too, in front of the pulpit 
was the great table-pew, and the singers who led the worship song (a 
sacred quartet) in the heartiest conceivable manner; but they only led, 
for the whole congregation joined in, with heart and mind and soul and 
strength ; if you could only see and hear them now ! Look at that tall, 
sweet-tempered, white-haired saint at the precentor's desk; to bear him 
give out the hymn, in what was literally the great congrega~ion, was an 
experience in the emotional and the spiritual never to be forgotten, And 
what is that at the other side of the pulpit, hidden for very shyness, it 
may be, behind those impenetrable curtains? Tell it not in Gath, 
publish it not in the streets of Askelon, there is the "box o' whistles," 
the harmonium, at which presides the precentor's pretty daughter, 
and--. But enough; after the resignation of "C. \V. B.,'' came 
successively the brethren Chamberlain, and Warren, and Bewick, and 
wlrnther any more I wot not. But this I know-the Strict Baptist 
Church was broken up, or shall we say dissolved, and the chapel closed 
about 1868 or 1869, from which time, the branch of the Church we he.ve 
been reviewing became extinct. The valuable communion-plate and a 
good portion of the endowments (I am told) were given to the Maze 
Pond Church, notwithstanding that at the time of the gift Maze Pond 
was an Open-communion 8ociety. There were other material things, of 
more or le1,s value, connected with old Unicorn Yard, the disposal of 
which I know not. The building itself was used for a brief period by 
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Roman Catholics, and then occnpied by a commercial firm; only showing 
once more the importance of having our buildings on freehold aites, and 
placed in satisfactory and irreproachable trust. We pursue the footsteps 
of the other branch of this historic Church next month (D.V.). 

SAMUEL BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltham, Kent, February, 1903. 

FAITH'S PETITIONS, 

"What is thy ,request? "-Esther vii. 2. 

I oo not ask that Thou should'st take 
All glooin away, 

And bid me journey in the glare 
Of cloudless day ; 

But give, oh give a trusting heart, 
That through earth's night 

I may walk fearlessly by faith, 
And not my sight. 

Nor do I pray Thee to remove 
Each cross of care, 

And give to me a ceaseless round 
Of joy to share ; 

But I do need more patience oft, 
More meekness, Lord, 

More willing11ess to bear Thy will, 
And trust Thy word 

I shall not need to-morrow's strength, 
Before its care, 

Nor Thy supplies, ere yet my life 
Its need shall bear ; 

But in Thy pHy keep my heart 
From doubting Thee, 

And from the over-anxious thoughts 
Tha.t sadden me. 

I will not plead that I may now 
Thy glory know, 

I could not bear its re.die.nay 
Whilst still below; 

But just to catch the lovely smiles 
Of Thy dear fe.oe, 

And feel Thine unseen presence cheer 
In every place. 

'Twere vain to wish to be quite freed 
From Satan's power, 

And sinless, walk on earth, this hour, 
And every hour, 

But oh, in Thine all-glorious strength, 
Let me be strong, 

More ea.ger too to brave the right, 
And shun the wrong. 

I care not for the worldling's fame, 
For pra.ise to gain, 

For wisdom which becomes a snare, • 
And leaves its pain; 

January, 1903. 

I would be just a simple child, and 
Learn from Thee 

The lesson ne'er too fully known
Humility. 

I would not join the hurrying crowd, 
The busy throng; [1'hiae, 

But with my he.ad tight clasped in 
Be led along ; 

I would " trea.d softly all my years " t 
Lest I should fa.11, 

Yet quickly run, unwavering, 
At Thy sweet call. 

I do not ask abundant woe.Ith, 
Or treasures re.re, 

Far more the virtues of Thy grace, 
My heart would she.re ; 

Far more, in Thy sweet service here 
More useful be, 

And help the weak, and cheer the faint, 
Unselfishly. 

More than " much serving " t for my 
Be this my pa.rt, [Lord, 

To render love's best offering-
A yielded heart, 

The de.ily pra.iseless tasks that need 
Such pe.tient thought, 

Bring greater glory oft to Thee, 
When meekly wrought. 

I may not see life's future steps, 
Nor wish to see, 

The cup is mixed by Thine own ha.nd, 
And best by Theo ; 

I ask but for the moment's power 
To swift obey, 

Yet "run not where I a.m not sent," § 
And miss my way. 

I sometimes long for heaven's pea.ea, 
Unmarred by strife, 

The Sabbath calms, th' eternal rest 
Of deathless life, [ storms, 

Yet now, midst life's tempestuous 
Grant but to me 

A heart forgetful of itself, 
At rest in Thee. 

KATE STAINES. 

• Ecclesiastes i. 18, t Isaiah xxxviii. 15. ! Luke x. 40. § Jeremiah xxiii, 21. 
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THE PULPIT, ·rHE PRESS, .A.ND THE PEN. 

The Crowning Hope. By Thomas Jones. 
London : R. Banks and Son, Racquet
court, Fleet-street, E.C. Price, One 
shilling nett. May be had from the 
Author, 90, Shar<l.eloes-road, New 
Cross, S.E. 

THE papers which compose this booklet 
originally appeared in the "E.V. & G.H." 
At the wish and reque~t of many friends, 
Mr. Jones bat issued them in book form. 
Tbey are ten in number, founded on 
Rev. vii. 9-17, one of the most sublime 
portion, of the Sacred Word. Though 
C-O □ tinuous, yet each chapter is complete 
in itself, so that the book may be taken 
up at any spare moment, ana read with 
profit. The headings of the chapters 
may give our readers who may not have 
read the paptrs some idea of the way in 
which l\lr. Jones has treated his sub-

ject :-" The Great Multitude," "The 
Position Occupied," "The Song of 
Salvation." "The Assembled Wor
shippers." "The Sevenfold Anthem." 
" The Victors Robed.'' "The Cleansed 
Life.'' "Before the Throne." " Fully 
Satisfied." "The Lamb in the Midst." 
The papers are devotional, stimu!ating, 
uplifting, and 11ncouraging. We very 
heartily commend them to our r•aders. 
The Publisher has done his work wtll. 
Paper, printing, and general get-up are 
all that can be desired. The book will 
make a nice little gift book to place in 
the liand of a friend, or to send even to 
some who know not the Lord, as its 
attractive appearance may procure for 
it 11, reading, a.nd ''who can tell" but 
tba.t the Lord may bless the rending to 
the souls uf the r~aders. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

A. LBfTER FROM MR. E. MARSH. 
To my beloved Friends and Readers 

of the " E. V. ,t G. H." 
"OR magnify the Lord with me, and 

let us exalt Bis Name together! " 
Little did I tbink when I sent off my 
last sheets for the October issue of this 
magazine that my loved work was to be 
so Jong laid a.side, and that touching 
this magazine it was to cl_ose for ever ; 
but so it seems, a.s you will lea.rn from 
the btloved Edit~r. 

My collapse wa.s as sudden as severe, 
but the Lord bas been most gracioas to 
me better than every fear, and for 
exdeeding all my fa.ith. Since the 
physician told me in November that 
I had '' worse than death to face, and 
must make up my mind to it," "deep 
has called unto deep," but my God has 
not ut• erly forsa.ken me. Banished 
from my loved home and work, and 
not permitted to write a letter, or have 
an hour's study, the future looked a 
terrible scene indeed ; while the silence 
of my God brought unutterable grief, as 
the enemy failed not to use every 
weapon I had given him in all the past 
history of m v Ji fe. But, blessed be my 
God lor eve~ and ever, for tha.t He bas 
saved an,l so delivered me. 

I will not venture to write my experi
ence as the old year closed, but I must 
,x,cor<l the goodnPSB of my God as in the 

third hour of the New Yea.r, in a.newer 
to my cries, confessions, a.nd pleadings, 
He said-'' As ye are able to bear it ; " 
so severe had been the conflict that all I 
could say, a.s the words came, was, 
'' Lord, if this is really a message from 
Thyself to my soul, let me go to sleep, 
for I am exhausted." Immediately I 
was sound asleep, and slept for hours, 
and a.woke, when called, with the words 
ringing through my soul-" As )'e are 
able to bear it." Here I rest, and am 
assured that He will so dea.1 with me. 

While I no more expected to speak in 
His Name, or be permitted to S!'rve 
Him, He has so graciously restored me 
tha.t I a.m now full of hope, and long to 
cry, "Behold the Lamb." Dear friendR 
forbid me to speak for a few weeks 
longer, Jest I undo what is done in 
improvement, and I dare not be hasty to 
begin. 

Only the Master knows wha.t I owe to 
my dea.rly beloved brethren Mutimer and 
Mitchell, wbo simply lifted me clean out 
of my surroundings, and sent me, first 
to Hastings. then to Brighton, trusting 
in God to supply my needs. Help h11s 
been sent them ago.iu and again from 
denr friends at present unknown to 1ue 
(for everythir.g had to be kept from 
me). I am deep in debt to the children 
of God, and while I cannot oven thank 
them personally, not knowing who they 
a.re, I can, and do, praise the Lord the.t 
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He knows them, and will abundantly 
repay. Messe.gea and loving help from 
His loved ones at Le.x6eld and Welling
borough, with many others, have 
brought maJy tears of gratitude from 
my bee.rt, when I could only turn on 
my couch, and cry, 11 Lord, reward and 
repay them." Not only am I in their 
debt, but equ1.Uy the Church e.t Ourney
roe.d, and w:th them I join to thank the 
dear br.ithren supplying my lack of 
service, and the loving hearts that have 
found the means for this long vacation 
from my labour, while I can but bless 
the Lord for the love of my flock and 
the devoted deacons in this trial. 

It hag been e. busy time with the Church 
at Gurney-road, but if not actually bene
fitted by my absence, I kaow tbe work 
of the Lord has been in no way hindered. 
I underotand the building of the new 
schools is progressing, and if they be 
completed and opened frea of debt, my 
future labour among the people there 
will be a joy indeed, should He give me 
the strength to serve Him. At preseat 
I can oaly W!iit and watch His ,viii. 

I bad anticipated with much joy 
she.ring brother M,tchell'a labours, as in 
the days that are pe.st, but this He bas 
taken from me. Onr readers will be 
grieved to hear that be has been com
pelled to give it up; but I know they 
will pray earnestly and effectively for 
our dear brother Styles, and his ~ol
league, brotber Flegg. 

Farewell I II God be with you till we 
meet age.in," E. MARSH, 

LONDON STRICT BAPTIST 
MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION. 

THE New Year's meeting, on behalf of 
the Benevolent Fund of the above, was 
held on ·ruesday, J e.n. 6th, at Little Alie
street, Mr. R. E. Sears presiding. There 
was e. representative e.ttende.nce, in
oluding many le.dies, whose presence 
was acoepte.bly welcome e.nd helpful. 

The Benevolent Fund secrete.ry (Mr. 
S. J. Te.ylor) reported on the me.ny 
bretllren who he.d been e.fflioted e.nd in 
need during th·e yee.r, and how oppor
tune tile Society's help oe.me to them. 
The recent Cllristme.s appee.l to the 
Churches realized nee.rly £ 7. This 
means, subscriptions from ourselves, 
and friends done.tions, constitute its 
income. 

The President (Mr. R. E. See.re) 
founded his 11,nnue.l address on Rev. xix. 
5, 6: "Praise our God, all ye His ser• 
vants. . . . Alleluia. : for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth." He declared: 
all prnise God. Christ does so, an~els, 
departed saints; all His servants, minis
ters, dee.cons, people-old men and 
children. He is praised for what He 

is-:-w~e.t !Ie has done, ha.s given, ha.a 
sa.1d, 1s going to do. How we ca.n praise 
God-by trasting Him. In verse 6 is 
•hown e.n example how to pre.ise Go-:l. 
It is a song of salvation-a. song of 
victory-a. note of inspiration and cheer. 
The address was intently listened to, e.s 
it deserved, and was intelligent, in
spiriting, e.s the speaker was IL•ming 
with holy zee.l for his Ma.ster. A vote 
of thanks we.s heartily pa.ssed. 

Brother Fell•, of Higllbnry, followed 
on "Praise in our Chnrches," feeling 
therewe.s great need for mnch improve
ment in the singing, adding," The man 
who sho·.1ld be cheerful is the m.m who 
has the Gospel in his heart.'' 

Brother Belcher, of Homerton Row, 
commended ~o us, "I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee." This suggests 
(1) a. cross, (2) hume.n ea.re, (3) assur
e.nee of mercy. God isfr01n everlasting 
to plan for His people, and to ever
lasting- to perfect. 

Brother S. l:hnks (the Genera.I Secre
tuy), brother W. Harris, brother J. 
Kingston, and others gave brief, warm, 
and comforting- messa.ges: such a.s "Go 
forward"-" His mercy endnreth for 
ever;" and one of the most truly 
spiritne.l meetings closed with e. hymn 
of devotion to the Person and work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. A collection 
was ta.ken, which totalled £1 lls. 6d., 
and the President dismissed us with the 
Benediction e.t 9.15. 

SAMUEL J. TAYLOR. 
Forest Gate. 

NEW CROSS (ZION).-The annual 
supper to the pa.rents of the scholars 
attending the Sunday-school took place 
on Feb. 3rd, and was well attended. 
Pe.stor T. Jones presided, and addresses 
were given by Messrs. T. G. 0. Armstrong 
(superintendent), W. J. Na.all (secretary), 
J. Downing, T. R. Loosely, a.nd J. D. 
Taylor; also, Bfter supper, by Messrs. J. 
Crnsh and E. Swinyard. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM).-The thirty
third anniversary of the forma.tion of 
the Church was oelebre.ted on Lord's• 
de.y. Je.n. 25th, when sermons were 
pre11ched by the pe.stor, F. 0. Holden. 
On the following Tuesde.y brother 
Mitchell preached e.u exoellent sermon 
in the afternoon. Tee. was served in the 
school-room, e.t which severe.I ministers 
and friends were present. A good com
pe.ny were gathered together a.t the 
evening meeting, which was a.hly, 
kindly, and liberally presided over and 
conducted by Mr. F. T. Newman. 
Brother W. Strinl{er, e. very old friend 
of the pe.stor, offered fervent prayer ; 
and excellent addresses were given by 
brethren Belcher, Mitchell, Clark, 
Jones, a.nd White. Collections good, 
a.mounting altogether to a.bout £H. 
-" ONE WHO w AS THERE," 
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CLAPHAM JUNCTION 
(PROVIDENCE). 

TEE SundaJ-school anniversary was 
helt.i on .l<'ebruary 8th and 10th. It was 
the most succeestul held for some years. 
A consvicuous feature was the good 
attendance of children at all the ser
vices, eevecially at the Tuesday evening 
meeting. Special hymns and anthems 
were heartuy sung by the scholars, 
ass1,ted oy the choir, under tlle con
ductorship of brother KG. Marsh. 

Un Suut.iay, 8th, our pastor (Mr. R, E. 
Sears) preached rrom the words: "Be 
ye strong therefore, and let not your 
hand, be weak: for your work shall be 
rewarded. And when Asa heard these 
words, be took courage" (2 Chron. xv. 
7, SJ. He greatly encouraged us, as a 
band ot teachers 1n the Master's service. 

l n the afternoon the chapel was 
crowded with scholars and friends. Our 
pa,tor adaressed the school, basing his 
remarks on Jesus and the children, 
when He blessed them; and afterwarcts 
pre,ented prizes to the scholars or the 
jWlior classes, aher which the public 
meeting was held. 

In th" evening pastor H. J. Wileman 
preached from the words: "For when I 
am weak, then am I strong" (2 Cor. 
Xll. 10). 

Un ·fuesday afternoon pastor H. T. 
Chilver~ preached from John ix. 4. The 
attenaance was the beat we have had 
for the past seven years. 

A large number sat down to tea, in
cluding the scholars of the seven elder 
classes. 

Our pastor announced that Mr. 
Piggott had not arrived, but that he 
hovea he would,although hehadagreat 
many public duties to perform,ana that 
day he had to present a report to the 
London County CoWlcil for considera
tion, he being Chairman of the Parks 
Committee. Atter singing, our pastor 
rea.d Psa. cxxxi v., ana Mr. J osehn in
voked the Divine blessing. Mr. Rose 
spoke from Poa. xviii. 28. 

'l'he secretary read the report of the 
year's work. 'J'he teachers number 19, 
ana a.11 a.ttenj regularly. There a.re 328 
bcholar, on the books, with a.n average 
attenda.i..ce ot 220. Three ha.ve joined 
the Church by baptism, and two ha.ve 
becume teachers. l<'orty-six scholars a.re 
members or the I.B.R.A. 'l'he Baud of 
Hove had 11, membership of 106, average 
attendance 85. Tota.I receipts, £33 15s.; 
exptnditure, £25 4s. 4d.; ha.la.nee in 
hand, £8 10s. 8d. 

Mr. M.1llwood spoke from Prov. xi. 14. 
The thoughts were under these heads: 
"Whence we a.re"-" What we a.re"
" Whither a.re we going." 

Mr. P .. rnell gave an encoura.ginl;' 
a.ddresB on ''The Lord's tributes" (Num, 
xxxi. 37). 

At tll1s juncture Mr. Piggott arrived, 
and was heartily welcomed by a.ll. 'fhe 

pastor va.oa.ted the oha.ir, and Mr. 
Piggott apologised for being late, but 
could not leo.ve the Council till after 
seven o'clock, but kept his promise to 
come. 

Mr. Robbins spoke from Rev. iv. l, 
The lea.ding thoughts were tho.t, sin 
shut the door, but Jesus came to eo.rth 
to open the door, a.nd it wa.a left open, 
but it will be oloded o.ga.in for ever. 

Mr. R. S. W. Seo.re spoke en
couragingly to o.11. 

Mr. Piggott then presented 78 prizes 
to the elcter scholars-the great pro
portion were Bibles o.nd hymn-books. 
He spoke encouragingly to every one, 
and· afterwards statea that of all the 
books tlla.t he had presented, the Bible 
wa.s the best for life, business, trouble 
sickness, o.nd health, also in death. 

Our po.stor spoke encouraging words 
to a.11, o.nd thanked all the friends for 
kindness shown. 

Mr. F. W. Kevo.n (snperintendent) 
closed the meeting with prayer. 

Collections a.mounted to £12 15s. We 
tho.nk our God, o.nd to.ke courage. 

MADAUNT W. KEEBLE, 
School Sec. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA), 

TEE o.nnuo.l meeting in connection with 
tbe Sunday-school wa.s held on New 
Year's eve. About 130 pe,rtook of tea, 
o.fter which our po.stor presided over 11, 

large congregation, We were pleased to 
ha.ve him amongst us, after ho.ving been 
laid a.aide; but his revival to better 
health wa.s only tempore,ry, for on the 
following week he wa.s again te,ken ill. 
On the 11,oove occasion he was supported 
by Mr. Morling (of AldrfoghamJ, Mr. 
Potter (of urunaisburgh), Mr. J:Jlo.nd, 
a.nd Mr. Ling. Mr. Liug sought God's 
blessing on the meeting, 11,nd he wo.s 
followed by 11, tew verses of Scripture 
by our pastor. 

The secretary then go.ve his report 
of the pa.at yen's work, which showed 
that the numbers on tbe books 
were: 29 teachers a.nd 228 aohola.rs-a.n 
increa.ee of two tea.oh era a.nd five 
scholars; two tea.ohers 11,nd three 
scholars ha.d been baptized, a.nd joined 
the Church during tlle,yea.r, a.nd there 
11,re signs of more following, a.ud obey
ing God's command. Our tlible-ola.ases 
for young women numbers 18, 11,nd for 
young men 32, We have also 11, Bra.nob 
ot the Interna.tiona.l Bible Rea.ding 
Assooia.tion with 140 members. Mr. 
Potter wa.s then asked to give a.n a.d· 
dress, a.nd he spoke well upon the 
words, '· They tlla.t sow in tears she,ll 
reap in joy," mentioning how to sow, 
"in tea.ra," what to sow, The old, old 
story of Jesus 11,nd His love, he espeoi· 
ally calling our attention to the oon· 
necting word "abo.ll," and the oerta.inty 
of reaping in joy. 

Mr. Morling followed with a.n a.d· 
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dress on the words, 11 Thy Iovingkindness 
i• before mine eyes;" and saying, first 
that it was a subject for meditation; 
secon:ily, as a reason fur encourage
ment; and, thirdly, that it is a subject 
for praise and thanksgiving, for whil?. 
we a.re meditating we must go on, and 
give God the praise. We closed a very 
happy meeting by singing, " Our God 
our Help in ages past," and prayer by 
our esteemed friend Mr. S. K. Bland. 
Our superintendent durin11: the eveninir 
thanked the friends for their kindness 
during the pa.et year, and we pray that 
God will still go on to bless us, and 
help ns to carry out our motto for 
1903, which is, "Love one another." 
-W.B.M. 

HOXNE, SUFFOLK.-On Jan. 7th 
the teachers' annual meeting was held: 
which was opened with rra.yer and 
singing, followed by the report of pa.at 
year, showing a ba.lanoe in hand of 
£2 lls. 2¼d. ; also an account of increase 
of scholars, which was well plea.sing. 
An address was given by the pastor 
also by the superintendent. Tea.oher; 
and Christian friends interspersed with 
singing. Thus a profitable time was 
spent in the no.me of our Lord. May 
rich blessings be bestowed on ea.oh 
fellow-labourer, and their hearts ma.de 
glad by seeing many from our beloved 
Sunday-sohool brought in early life to 
know the Lord. is the prayer of-M. 
P. THEOBALD, Secretary. 

The annual family gathering we,s held 
on Feb. 10th, whioh we.a a sea.son of 
great spiritual refreshment. Our be
loved pastor presided, o.nd announced 
the beautiful hymn, "Krndred in 
Christ," eto. ; and after reading Ephes 
iv., whioh was followed by prayer h~ 
iro.ve a? inetructive address from Ephes. 
I!· 1-3. He spoke or the f&voura.ble 
01roumsto.noes under whioh we had met 
of the Christ-like spirit existing in th~ 
meeting,a.nd exhorting all to endeavour 
to keep the unity or the spirit in the 
bond of peaoe. Many enooura.ging 
word@ were spoken by dear brethren 
and ~isters. One notable feature of the 
meetrng was 11, small presentation to the 
pa.st?r, a.a an appreoia.tion of his loving 
service~. We feel we have great 011,use 
to praise the Lord for sending him 
&';Dongst us, and it is our prayer that 
his labours may be greatly blessed. A 
most enthusia.stio meeting was brought 
tpo a olose with singing and prayer.-M. 

• THEOBALD. 

On Sonday the pastor preached in the 
morning from fso.. ci. I, and struck 
,. 1;1ote of praise &nd thanksgiving, 
which found a re&dy response in the 
hearts of mR.ny present. In the evenin!l' 
Mr. A. H: Pounds, ot Bexley, occupied 
the pnlp1t, and preached a solemn 
searching and experimental discours~ 
from 1 Chron. iv. 10. 

On the following Tne3da.y Mr. T. 
Jones, of New Cro•s, preached in the 
afternoon from Heb. xiii. 18 (first 
clause), together with the 21st verse 
exhorting to more earnestness and 
importunity in prayer. The subject of 
his discourse was "Mutual Interces
sion."' First, the people's intercession • 
secondly. the apostle's intercession'. 
About 90 friends remained to tea. 

'rhe evening meeting was well at
tended. Mr. Savage presided in his 
nsua.l genial manner, and after reading 
an appropriate l)Ortion of Scripture 
ea.lied upon Mr. A. H. Brooks, senr., t~ 
enl!"a.ge in prayer. 

The secretary (brother Taylor) then 
gave a most cheering report for the pa.•t 
year, which has been marked by much 
blessing: and trne spiritual prosnerity. 
The f&1thful. God-honouring, Christ
exalting testimony of the l)astor being 
owned and blessed of God to the 
a.wakening or dead sinner•' and the 
edifying of His saints. Twenty-one 
members have been o.dded to the Church 
during- the yea.r-viz.: H from other 
Churches and 7 by baptism. The attend
a.noe at the week-evening service~, and 
also on the Lord's-day, is well main
tained. A Bible-clD.ss, under the presi
dency of the pastor (and whion he 
regularly oonduots), was formed in 
January last. Interesting and instruc
tive pa.per• hn.ve been prepared n.nd ren.d 
~y many of the members, and n. lively 
rnterest has b~en u.wa.kened and main
tained in the ola.ss. 

Stimulating and encouraging ad
dresses were delivered by brethren T. 
Jones, n. E. Sears, and E. White, after 
whioh the pastor briefly addressed the 
meeting, and thanked the chairman 11nd 
his brethren in the ministry for their 
kind support, and 11lso a.II tho friends 
for rallying round him on this occ1\sion 
and Paid the power and sweetness or th~ 
promise, which the Lord gave him, 
when entering on his present sphere or 
labour, was with him still-" My 
presence shall go with thee," nod con
cluded with a. word of exhortation 
"Therefora, my beloved brethren, be y~ 

NUNHEAD GREEN" BAPTIST stedfa.st, immovable, always 11bounding 
in the work of the Lord." 

8 
CHAPEL. The collections were good, and ena.hled 

d PECIAL services were held on Lord's• us, after paying expenses, to hand the 
T a.y, J a.n11:o.ry 18th, ':'nd t~e following sum of £10 to the pastor. The friends 

ue~de,y, 10 oonnect1on with the first then heartily joined in singing the 
a.nniversary of the eettloment of Mr. grand coronation hymn, "All hail the 
~h R. Debnam as tlie pastor of the power of J esu's N 11,me;" and the pastor 

uroh. I closed the meeting with prayer. 
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We felt it to be a time or refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord, believing 
that He who has been our stren1?th and 
support in the pe.st will still continue to 
bless us, for He is faithful the.t he.th 
promised, "I will not fail thee, nor for
sa.ke thee." 

W. H. TAYLOR, Secretary. 

BRIGHTON (SALEM, BOND-STREET), 
-The ei1?hth e.nniverse.ry of the pe.stor
ate of Mr. F. Sbe.w we.s commemore.ted 
on Jan. 28th, the services commencinl? 
at 3 in the afternoon, when pe.stor E. 
Mitchell preached from l Pet. i. 8, 
Dealing with the subject in bis usual 
forceful and savoury manner, it proved 
to be a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord to the goodly 
number of friends 1?atbered together to 
bear him. Tea was provided in the 
school-room, and afterwards a public 
meeting was held in the chapel, com
mencing at 6.30, and presided over by 
the pe.stor. The hymn, "Kindred in 
Christ," &c., having been sung, and a 
portion of Seri oture read, brother 
Gardner, of Uckfield, led in prayer. 
Brother T. Carr was then called upon 
to address the meeting, Be.sing his 
remarks upon Ephes. iii. 19, be was 
enabled to speak of that love which 
passeth knowledge to the evident 
enjoyment or all. Pastor E. Mitchell 
followed with some much appreciated 
thoughts upon Ephes. v. 25-27. Brother 
Gardner spoke from Jas. iv. 14, being 
listened to with unabated interest. 
Brother H. Cole (senior deacon and 
financial secrete.ry) made a brief state
ment of the Church financially, express• 
ing his thanks to the great Head of the 
Church, e.nd to the kind friends, for the 
very satisfactory condition of things: 
to the first. as the "Giver of every good 
and perfect gift ; " and to the second, 
for the hearty and loving support ac
corded through another year, The 
chairman and pe.stor expresRed the satis
faction and ple11.sure the services had 
1?iven him, and thus brought the very 
happy meeting to e. close, it having 
proved a success, both in numbers 
attending, and the collections taken. 
-D.R.S. 

PORTSMOUTH (REHOBOTH).-Ser
vices in connection with the seventh 
anniversarv of the Sunday-school were 
held on Wednesday! Jan. 21st. After 
prayer by lirother . S. Jordan, hymn 
183 ( Winter's Hymns.I) was sung. Then 
brother E. H. Parry (Bible-class leader) 
gave a stirring address on "How to use 
the Bible." It w:.s to be used e.s a lamp 
to guide our feet. Little pilgrims a.• 
well as bigger and older oneH needed 
this lamp. It was also e. sword. Our 
Lord had shown us how to uee the Word 
e.s a sword in His encounters with Satan, 
whom He foiled with "It is written." 

It is also a mirror revealing to us what 
we a.re. It is, too, e. chart. On this 
cha.rt dangerous places where ships have 
irone down a.re marked, This chart also 
shows the ple.ce of safety-the Oross of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Me.ny faithful 
and e.ffectione.te words of ce.ntion, 
counsel, and comfort were ~iven in this 
excellent address, which we trust will 
not be without fruit in the minds of the 
hee.rerd. After singing hymn 189, 
several recite.tions by the scholars were 
well rendered. Another hymn, and e.n 
anthem by thA elder scbole.rs, under the 
direction of Miss Sansom, having been 
sung in e. very creditable manner, forty 
little infants, led by Miss Short, sang, 
"Jesus bids us shine," to the evident 
plea.sure of the compe.ny assembled. 
The distribution of prizes followed. 
This we.a performed by brother E. W, 
Spratt, who me.de suite.ble remarks to 
ea.eh recipient. The superintendent, 
Mr. 0. A. Prichard, gave the scholars 
some sound advice on attends.nee and 
lessons, and then me.de a presentation of 
e. workbox to Miss Short, who had 
attended every Lord's-day throughout 
the yee.r, and played the instrument. 
151 scholars were present. The school 
increases 1?ree.tly under its devoted 
superintendent and teachers, and 
although we aro e. small Church we 
a.re l?rea.tly encouraged by the young 
people e.ttending the services, e.nd thus 
showing their love to the Ca.use. Singing 
hymn 185, and prayer by the che.irmar,, 
brought our seventh anniversary to e. 
close, and thus ended e. very happy 
meeting.-JOHN s. JoHDAN. 

KEPPEL STREET MEMORCAL 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, 

BASSETT STREET, RHYL STREET, 
KENTISH TOWN, 

THE opening services of this ple.oe of 
worship were celebrated on Lord's-day, 
Feb. 1st. There were large audiences 
morning and evening, the chapel being 
crowded in the evening. On the pre• 
ceding Wednesday evening, Jan. 28th, 
Mr. Chilvers delivered his last. address 
in Tolmer's-sque.re Institute, from the 
words, " I will ~o in the strength 
of the Lord God : I will make mention 
of Thy ri11 h teousness, even of 
Thine only" (Pee.. lxxi. 16). (I) The 
Resolution; (2) A Revelation; (3) A 
Restriction. Our brother stated that 
the place bad become dear to them 
although they bad only been there e. 
little while. Here, he had seen God fe.oe 
to face, e.nd the place had become 
hallowed. Dee.ling with the first heo.d, 
our brother se.id the resolution was 
me.de by e.n old man, not by e. young 
enthusiast. David wished to use his 
failing strength to speak of His 
righteousness. If every minister was 
faithful to his calling he would preach 
Christ and His rig-hteousness only. In 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 95 

dealing with the second head he dwelt 
on the impnted righteousness of God. 
It wae quite impossible for ue to keep 
the law, hence God eaw no other way to 
eave ue except by the obedience and 
atoning death of the Lord Jeeue Christ. 
That had been their theme in the paet, 
and it would be in the future, in their 
new chapel. In the name of a Triune 
God he would challenge anyone to eay 
he had not preached Christ. He had no 
wieh to turn hie platform into a place 
for social reforms, but to nee it for the 
croes. The third head (Reetriotion), 
David would only go providing it wae 
Jehovah'e will.. Equally eo he would 
rather that something should interfere 
at the eleventh hour to etop them, if it 
wae not Hie Divine will. 
BASSETT STREET OPENING SERVICES, 

The opening services commenced on 
Saturday evening, Jan. 3let, with a 
Prayer-meeting at 8 p.m. 

The Lord's-day service was oom
menced with the Doxology, and the 
reading of Pea. c. and ciii., the morning 
text being taken from Pea. oxxxii. 8. 

Our brother had very great liberty, 
the chief point in the address being, 
God's rest. The Church ie God'd eternal 
rest. There was no permanent reet in 
the old Jewish tabernacle. First, God 
had the tabernacle, then thi, temple, 
and the old Jewish eabbath; but in the 
new eabbath God finds a permanent reet, 
Christ was the living Temple, He was 
the root, the Church being the bra.nohee. 
Christ was the Head. we are the body. 
In the evening the text, John xiv. 13, 
"Whatsoever ye ehall aek in My 
name." &c. 

At the close of the evening service, 
the Lord's Supper wae observed, when 
the members from Camden High 
Schools were received into Church 
fellowship. Prayer wae offered by 
brethren 0. J. Burrows, and Freeman, 
as being the representatives of the 
Camden High School Church, and they 
first received the right hand of Church 
welcome, the others following in due 
course. 

We wish every success to our friends 
in their new chapel, and trust that our 
brother may be long spared to exalt hie 
Lord and Master, and may many be 
added to the Church. 

A LOVER OF "MOUNT ZION." 

bush burning with fire, but not cou
eumed, as a type of the Church of Christ. 
Mr. W. E. Palmer addressed the meet
ing from Rev. xiv. 3, "And they sung 
ae it were a new song," &c., noticing 
the people mentioned being marked, 
numbered, redeemed, and before the 
throne. Pastor C. Hewitt followed with 
an address on Jacob at Peniel, and bis 
life preserved, and how the life of the 
Christian to-day is preserved throug-h 
many trialP. Pastor S. Hutchinson 
epoke from John xvii.18," As Thou hast 
eent Me into the world, even so have I 
aleo eent them into the world." The 
Christian's mission is to carry on the 
work of his Master, by living a life. by 
teaching a doctrine. and by self sacrifice. 
Pastor R. Mutimer gave some forcible 
words respecting the interview between 
Joshua anrl the angel outside the walls 
of Jericho, the plan indicated, and the 
result of faithful obedience. Mr. G. 
Elnaugh addressed the meeting from 
Psalm !xiii. 7, "Because Thou hast been 
my help, therefore in the shadow of 
Thy wine;s will I rejoice." Recollection, 
recapitulation, resolve, protection, satis
faction, communion. Pastor Gibbens 
closed with a few remarks on the words, 
"His fulness." Fulness of life, of 
strength, of pleasure.-W. L. 

WOOLWICH.-The annual meeting 
of "Enon" Christian Benevolei;.t and 
Traot Society was held on Thursday, 
Jan. 2!lth. Tea was provided in the 
eohoolroom, 75 partaking thereof. A 
publio meeting was held in the chapel 
at 7 p.m. The President, pastor E. 
White, presided. The secretary read 
the report. Pastor W. H. Rose, of 
Carmel Chapel, Woolwich, moved the 
adoption of the report, and gave an 
excellent address. The motion was 
seconded by brother Parks. A most 
enjoyable and happy eveuinf,f was spent, 
and the Master's presence realised. To 
Him be all the glory. 

LEW ISHAM (COLLEGE PARK 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL). - The twenty-first 
anniversary ~ervicee were held on 
Sunday, Jan. 25th, Pastor A. J. Voysey 
preached in the morning from Luke ii. 
49, "How is it that ye sought Me 1" 
Pastor S. T. Belcher addre•sed the 
eoholars and friends in the nfternoon, 
taking for his subject the "calling ot 

TOTTENHAM (EBEN EZER).- Zaocheu•," ae found iu Luke xix., and 
Anniversary services were held on Jan. age.in preached in the evening- from 
18th, when the pastor, John P. Gibbens, John iii. 5. Servioe8 werA continued on 
preached morning and evening. Morn- Tue•day evening, Jan. 27th (after tea 
IDg, Me.I. ii. 5; evening, Jer. xxxi. ll. h11,d been partaken of by the scholars), 
These were continued on Wednesday, Mr. A. H. Riddle presiding. Brother 
21st, when pastor R. Mu timer preached. Hollett engaged in prayer. Our chair
The evening meeting was presided over man gave an encouraging and otimu
by Mr. W. S. Millwood, who read part )11,ting adilre••· basing his remarks on 
of Exod. iii. Praver having been offered Phil. iii. 13, 14. Our secret&ry read the 
by brother G. Elnaugh, the chairman financial statemei;it, and al•o a_ re1;>ort 
made eom~ interesting remarks on the I of the past year s work. Rec1tat1ons 
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were g-iven by scbole.rs at frequent in
tervals. e.nd brother Dads well addressed 
us from Luke i. 66. Oar pe.stor also 
spoke about looking be.ckward, for
ward, upward. Distribution of prizes 
followed. Throug-bout the services 
special hymns were sung. and we believe 
all present had an enjoyable season. 
We sincerely the.nk all our friends for 
contributing to so goodly a gathering, 
and for encouraging us with their 
presence and financie.l aid. Total collec
tions >tmounted to £6 93. 5½d. God bleAs 
the efforts of our teachers and friends 
in the future.-A. E. V. 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH.-It has been 
the custom of this Church to make the 
pastor a Ne~ Year's gift, and this year 
1s no exception to the rule. A few days 
since a purse containing £9 lls. 3d. was 
presented to the pe.ator by the friends. 
Thi~ is considerably more than during 
the last two or three years, and oame to 
him as a great surprise. he not expect
ing that it would reach last year's tote.I; 
but the Lord knows just how much to 
send His servant. and always gives 
reason for thankfulness. The pe.etor 
also desires to render hearty the.nke to 
e.11 his friends for their kindness, and 
deeires that they may be favoured 
with many new covenant ble.ssing@.
W. H.J. 

STAINES(BAPTIST SUNDAY-SCHOOL). 
-On New Year's Day the winter treat 
was held. A g-ood tea being cheerfully 
di•posed of, the large gathering of 
young people met in the chapel, where 
a very pleasant and profitable evening 
was spent in listening to a suitable ad
dress by Mr. W. Stanley Martin. Thus 
commenced the New Year in connection 
with our Sunday-whoo! work. On 
Lord's-day, January 18th, thP. anniver
sary services commenced. Mr. Mann 
preached appropriate sermons morning 
and evening. The afternoon children's 
•nvice was conducted hy Mr. Joseph 
McKee. The recitations by several 
scholars and the hymns by the infants 
alone was very pleasing. A short 
address brought this simple but deeply 
interesting service to 11, close. On 
Thursday, the 22nd, Mr. R. E. Seo.re 
was engaged to preach in tbe afternoon, 
but wae taken ill on that day. We were 
all sorry for his enforced abRenoP. The 
afternoon service wae conducted by 11, 

good brother, who ha.d never been in 
the chapel before, but camo hoping to 
hear Mr. Sears. At the conclueion or 
thie service tea was served in the 
schoolroom. The evening meeting was 
held in the chapel, Mr. T. Wild, or 
Sipson, being the chairman. After a. 
himn and prayer, the secretary (Mr. J. 
Holden) read the report, which was of 
a chfering nature, although death has 
removed two of our young friends 

during the year. Three of our eohola.re 
have joined the Church. Our school 
has contributed £8 to the South Indian 
Missionary Society ; also a oolleotion 
was me.de fnr the Stockwell Orphe.n
age. The Dorcas Society has done 
much useful work through the year for 
the benefit of the mothers of our 
scholars. Messrs. A. Jeffs, J. McKee, 
and J. Cowdrey delivered hearty and 
stirring addresses. The recite.tione of 
our young friends were hee.rd with 
much pleasure. The hymns and 
anthems at a.II the services were well 
rendered. Thanks &re due to Miss Ne.eh 
(the organiet) and Mr. Holden (the 
conductor). The closing hymn was, 
" Come, let us join our cheerful songs" 
(tune, "Nativity"). The attendance 
and collections at all these services 
were very good. On January 29th a 
tea and social gathering was greatly 
enjoyed. Addressee were given by 
Messrs. J. R. Cooper, J. McKee, and J. 
Boorman. On Feb. 5th, to a crowded 
house, Mr. W. Stanley Martin delivered 
hie illustrated lecture on "The Taber
nacle: Its Types and TeachingP." It 
was very interesting to learn of so 
much Goepel being in those types and 
shadows, and all meeting in the 
Person and work of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

DOVER (PENTBIDE).-Our Sunday
school New Year's tea and public 
meeting took place on January 28th. 
Tea was provided at 5.30, at which we 
had so large a ge.thering that we were 
une.ble to seat all at one time, and were 
obliged to have a. second tea at 6 30. At 
7.0 a public meeting was comIDenced, 
I>_resided over by our pastor, Mr. D. 
Whitton. We opened with "All hail 
the power of Jeeu'e name," and a. fer
vent prayer was offered by Mr. E. K. 
Knott (Chief Coneta.ble of Dover). The 
Sundo.y-eohool superintendent gave a 
very good report of the pa.et yee.r, a.nd 
said that a few storms had pa.seed over 
them, and a few dark oloude, but the 
school work is of God, and our Capta.in 
is J eeue Christ, and this God is our 
God, our Refuge and Fortress, and the 
God of Pentside Sunday-school : praise 
to Hie name. The children sang special 
hymns and recited pieces in a creditable 
me.oner. Addresses were gi-.en by J.P. 
Sychehnore, E. K. Knott, J. Scott, 
and pastor Burnett (from Eythorn 
Baptist Chapel); also, we had some 
beautiful hymns sung by the quartet 
party, and the presentation of prizes to 
scholars. We are pleo.eed to se,y that the 
school is incree.eing and in a satis
factory state. The coming of our pastor 
among us has been a great blessing (oh 
whe.t a power a man of God is in a 
Church I), and we feel more and more 
that our heavenll Father has sent him 
to this very old p ace of truth. May the 
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Lord greatly bless hie work among us, 
The meetin11; closed with prayer by our 
pastor. This was one of the most 
remarkable meetings that we have ever 
had, and we tender our best thanks to 
all that helped us, and especially to Mr. 
Nash for his labour with the singing, 
and the kind friends for their addresses. 
-R. J. HUGHES (Snperintendent). 

STONHAM PARVA (BETHEL). -
Onr 11.nnnal New Year's tea and public 
meeting was held on January 12th, 
when upwards of fifty eat down to tea. 
Onr pastor presided at the pnblio 
meeting, which commenced by Ring'ing 
that grand hymn, "Kindred in Christ." 
Our r.hn.irman read a portion of God's 
Word, and brother Driver led us in 
spirit to the throne in prayer. Then 
the brethren Hall and Soo.mes gave 
their reports for the year, which were 
pleasing and satisfying, and showed 
that we were in a better position now 
than at last year's annnal meeting, for 
we had been presented with a beautiful 
new Bible for the pnlpit, and we have a 
new organ; so I think we may say, 
"Hitherto bath the Lord helped us." 
Brother S. Haddock addressed us from 
Paul's words to the Galatians, to "stand 
fast in the trntb." It wa@ a very stir
ring address. Brethren Moye and Fin
bow also took part in the service. Our 
brother Haddock, in the name of the 
friends. aslted the pastor to aooept a 
New Year's gift as an expression of 
their love and goodwill. Mr, Ling, who 
was mnoh moved at this act of kind
ness, thanked all that had helped in 
this freewill offering, and said how he 
longed for eonls to be blessed under his 
ministry. Shortly afterwards Mr. 
Haddock closed this happy and profit
able meeting with prayer, --ONE WHO 
WAS THERE. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
A FRIEND has kindly sent a donation of 
6s, by Mr. E. White, of Woolwioh, which 
is htlreby heartily acknowledged. Gifts 
of similar sums do muoh towards in
oreo.sing the free income of the Sooiety, 
that is, oontributions not oharged with 
nomination@. It is increasingly needful 
to augment this source of reoeipts, as 
the pension expenditure has now 
reaohed a monthly total of £1,020. .. 

The Lantern Leo•tur,, on "The Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Sooiety and its 
friends," has been given at Crayford, by 
Mr. 0. W. Selway, 'l'litb mnoh acoept
anoe, and can be repeated in other 
places. The pictures are olear and in
teresting, and the Leotnre is an 
excellent means of enlisting the 
sympathy of young folk, espeoially 
those in onr Sunday-schools. 

The Society'a financial year closes on 
March 31st; and it is hoped that many 
friends will take the opportunity before 
that date, of adding their names to the 
list of contributors. so that the receipts 
may show e. decided increase, and that 
in some proportion to the growing 
pension lists. 

• • 
The interesting b~oklet, "A sketch or 

the life or Al!'nes Heathfield," for 42 
years a Lady Visitor, is having a. good 
sale. The profits are for the Benevolent 
Fund of the Hornsey Rise Asylum. The 
price is One Penny ea.eh, or Seven 
Shillings per 100. 

' . . 
The Auxiliaries continue to flourish; 

the one at Cambridge bas secured as 
Hon. Secretaries, Mr. J. P. Wiles e.nd 
Mrs. Ce.mpion, and it is hoped that 
many new local friends will come for
we.rd. The Bexley Auxiliary under tb~ 
guidance of Messrs. Pounds, Newman, 
and Piggott, is ete!dlly advancing. 

• The Lady Visitors of the Hornsey 
Rise Asylum a.re arranging for the Sale 
of Work on behalf of the Benevolent 
Fund, on July 3rd. They will be happy 
to reoeive gifts of work, especie.lly 
Dressing Jaokets, Aprons, Pinafores, 
and other useful articles. Parcels 
should be kindly sent a fortnight before 
the day or the Sale. 

MR. G. VIRGO. 
Mr. George Virl!'o wo.s born at 

Brighton in 1825, His father wae the 
engineer at Brighton Water Works. 
God had vouohee.fed to him the un
speakable mercy of being oalled to the 
knowledge of Hie nu.me in his eo.rly 
youth, and made him a minister in 
spiritual things to his own father and 
mother. Mr. Joseph Sedgwick, for 
whose ministry Ebenezer Che.pel, Rich
mond-street, was built, wo.s the instru
ment of bis oonversion. He dearly 
loved his spiritual father, o.nd 
oherished hie memory to the last. 
When but a youtb, both bis father and 
mother died, leaving several younger 
brothers and sisters to his charge, to 
whom he was both father and brother 
down to the end. 

He laboured hard in business for fifty 
years, u.nd was muob respeoted by those 
with whom he traded, as well ns by e.11 
who knew him. Blessed with an ee.rnest 
spirit, a burning zeal for God's glory, 
e.nd a fervent love for souls, he early 
commenced speaking in the name of the 
Lord, and at the time of his death he 
bad been ll pree.cber of the Gospel for 
fifty-eight years. For many yenrs be 
was deacon of the Church at Ebenezer 
Ohnpel, Brighton, then under the p11s-
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tora.l ea.re of Mr. Isre.el Atkinson, who 
enterta.ined e. high rege.rd for him. For 
several yee.rs he itinere.ted in the 
Churches around Brighton, e.mong 
whom his ministry we.s much e.ppre
cie.ted, it being of e. me.nly, outspoken 
character. connected with much fer
vonr, and boldnesij in the fe.ith. For 
eighteen yea.rs he went to e.nd fro to 
Poynings, a sma.11 village situated e.t 
the foot of the Dyke Hills, a.bout six 
e.nd a-be.If miles a.cross the hills, which 
distance he we.lked in e.11 wee.there, both 
winter e.nd summer, to minister the 
Word of life to the faithful few who 
gathered in the little cha.pal. 

For thirty yea.rs he we.a pa.stor of the 
Church e.t Bethel Chapel, Wivelsfield, 
only finally retiring at the close of 
1902, although for the la.st eleven yea.re 
of tba.t time he we.s pastor e.t Migbell
street Cba.pel, Brighton-a. pla.ce be be.d 
built in conjunction with the la.ta Mr. 
Thomas Boxell in 1878. But the Wivels
field friends felt that tbey could not 
sunder the tie, so he continued to visit 
them, administering the Lord's Supper 
to them, providing supplies for the 
pulpit when he himself wa.s e.bsent, e.nd 
giving e. genere.l oversight to the 
Church. His le.st sermon we.s preached 
e.t Mighell-street Che.pel on Lord's-de.y, 
December 28th, 1902, from Heb. xii. 26. 
This we.s much enjoyed by the friends, 
and a.t its close he ge.ve oat the hymn, 
"For ever with the Lord," whioh we.a 
s~ng very feelingly by the oongrege.
t10n. He was present e.t the prayer
meeting on the following evening, e.nd 
thongh evidently very weaic. he rea.d 
Pea. xxiii., e.nd, an unusual thing with 
him, the whole of the hymn commen
cing-" Abide with me." Twice he 
broke down, but recovering himself, he 
slowly finished the reading-this hymn 
we.s not sung. He e.sked for the le.et two 
verses of the same hymn to be ree.d tc, 
him e.s he le.y dying. 

He appeared to have had e. presenti
ment the.this end we.a nea.r, for e.t the 
close of December he carefully "set his 
house in order." On December 30th e.nd 
31st h.i visited his son. who we.a indis
posed. On January 3rd his son, who had 
recovered, visited him, and found him 
preparing for the Lord'o-day services. 
His 90D went to Wivelsfield to preach 
on the Lord's-day morning e.nd after• 
noon, and on returning found that he 
he.d been unable to go out. so went to 
Mighell-street, and conducted the even
ing service e.nd the communion. His 
son writes :-I visited my father on the 
[,tb and 6tb,and fonnd him complaining 
of bad attacks in the night with bis 
heart and breath, but tryin~ to make 
up the accounts of Wivelsfield for 1902. 
Wednesday evening be was very be.d, 
and Thursday we.a spent in bed. His 
conversation we.a all on hee.venly 
thinge. He quoted Pee.. ovii. 23-30, 

specially dwelling upon "So He 
bringeti& them nntn tkei1· desired Ttaven." 
He said, "We he.ve often been with 
persons who were dying, but it is 
another me.tter when we a.re fe.cing 
death ourselves;" e.nd, "We poor 
mortals 'ste.nd shivering on the brink, 
and fee.r to le.unch away.' But Jesus 
said, 'If I go away, I will come again, 
and receive you unto Myself.' It oe.n't 
be so bad," said he, with a smile, "if 
J esns is with us, can it? " On Friday 
he rallied, and on Saturday we.a able to 
get up. On oe.lling in the morning he 
said he had been reading Rev. xxii. 
"Come, Lord Jesus, 0 come quickly," 
and this was his prayer. He was taken 
much worse in the evening. We did not 
expect him to live through the follow
ing Monday night, but it was a privi
lege to b3 with him, for his whole mind 
and conversation were set on heavenly 
things. There were three phases in 
his prayers, remarks, and Scriptural 
quotations. The first wa.s that of an 
humble sinner. Most earnestly he cried 
out, "God be merciful to me a sinner;" 
and, "Lord, remember me, e.nd bring 
me into Thy kingdom.'' The second 
revealed a belief e.nd grip of revealed 
truth struggling with trembling natnre 
at the dissolution of the bo!ly. He 
asked for the hymn, " A debtor to 
mercy alone," to be read, and quoted 
the last four lines, "Yes, I to the end 
shall endure," etc. ; prayed, "0 Lord. 
have mercy upon me, according a.a I 
trust in Thee," and quoted three verses 
of hymn (Rippon'a) 170, Pe.rt 1. The 
third was faith triumphing over death, 
hell, and the grave. He quoted-

" Ah. I shall soon be dying, 
Time swiftly flies away; 

But on my Lord relying, 
I gladly hail the day. 

The clay when I must venture 
Upon a world unknown, 

My helpless son! I venture, 
On Jesus Christ alone." 

Repeated many times Jer. xxix. 11, and 
said, "It is a consolation that my sins 
are forgiven." Then quoted 1 Cor. xv. 
55-57, and said, "I think the words 
imply that Satan ca.nnot destroy the 
Christian's hope." About 7 o'clook he 
se.id, " They will be praying for me now 
at Mighell-street." At 9.30 ho blessed me 
(his eldest son), my dear wife e.nd ohil• 
dren, very fully and clearly, e.nd then 
011,lled his wife and younger son, and 
blessed them. After that he blessed 
the nurse, and said, "Me.y God be your 
Guide and Gue.rd, even unto death.'' 
After pe.nting for bree.th for some time 
he said. "I don't know what to se.y, 
only-Christ is precious." 

But the end we.a not yet, as he lived 
on till the following Monday, praying 
to be ta.ken, but pe.tiently suffering, 
rallying e.fter appe.rently sinking a.go.in 
e.nd a.gain. On Wednesday (14th) I left 
him to attend a meeting at Wivelsfield, 
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whioh he.d been oonvened before his 
illness. to present him with e. testi
monie.l lrom the Chnroh e.11d oongrege.
tion in aoknowledgment of his nearly 
thirty years' pastorate. The people 
showed their love by presenting him 
with 11, Bible, and e. purse contain
ing £5, He se.id to me when leaving 
him, "Tell them, I pray God may help 
and guide them, and His blessing rest 
upon Bethel." On my return he 
listened to my report, which I believe 
cheered his spirit, though he said little. 
He asked his wife to read e. Pae.Im, and 
me to engage in prayer, to whicn he 
added a 1011d "Amen." On Thursday 

only words he used were, "I she.II be 
satisfied when I awake with Thy like
ness." 011 Monday morning his w fe 
and daughter were with him. He could 
say but little, yet asked them to sing, 
"For ever with the Lord," prayed 
another parting prayer, remembering 
wife, children, and grandchildren, and 
p 0 acefnlly fell asleep at 12.15. 

he prayed the Publioe.n's prayer more 
than once, and said it suited him ; also, 
"Lord, help me." He then se.id the 
value of the eje.cule.tory pr.,yers of the 
Word is the.t they showed His children 
needed Him. 

On Friday he prayed : "Dear Lord, I 
thank Thee the.t the end he.s come, and 
for all Thy mercies through the pe.st 
two weeks, for all the kindness shown 
by my dear son, his dear wife, and my 
sister and daughter, and for bringing 
me to my expected end." He expected 
to die at 3 o'clock, as he told me at 9.0 
At 1.0 he said, " When they passed over 
the enemy was as still as e. stone," as 
muoh as to say, '' All tnmult was over." 
"O let me lily away, e.nd be at rest; 
, . , I cannot stop here ; . . . Good
night, and thanks ; . . . 0 olothe me 
with Thy righteonsness, and sprinkle 
me with Thy blood; . . . Ye virgin 
souls arise," eto. It was touching at 
2.0 to hear him ask e. blessing on o. 011p 
of tea. He oalled his wife to to.ke it 
with him, and said, "0, dear Lord, now 
bless this le.at oup to the nourishing 
e.nd refreshing of our bodies, living or 
dying, for Jesus Christ's se.ke. Amen." 

He offered me.ny and long prayers 
between this and the end, e.ud however 
weak and wandering his mind we.a on 
other matters, it we.a al ways olear in 
prayer, and perfect in wording and 
voioe. He said, "They go from strength 
to strength-from faith to faith. We 
can't tell what it is like though. . . . 
We know that life and death hang on 
His firm deoree." On Se.tarde.y he 
quoted Phil. iv. 7, and se.id, "Who sub
dueth e.ll things unto Himself. . . . 
It is quite suffioient, and only the 
Benediction required. . . . Lord, 
te.ke me home to glory, 11,nd bless us all. 
Amen. . . . Le.nd not far off, I 
hope." He asked me to find the hymn, 
"When I tread the verge of Jordan," 
eto., and then asked me to sing it, which 
~ me.ne.ged to do all through, and he 
Joined in the singing with me, and 
when it was finished se.id, " I don't 
know why I should not have a death
bed song," 

He we.a very prostrate during Lord's
de.y (18th), and the night. Almost the 

rhe mortal remains were laid to rest 
, the Extra Mure.I Cemetery, Bri!!bton, 

,.a Saturday, January 24th, Mr. E. 
Mitchell, of Chad well-street, conducted 
a service in Mighell-street Chapel, at 
which there was e. large attendance, 
and committed the body to the grave e.t 
the cemetery. Oa the following Sunday 
evening Mr. Mitchell preached e. funeral 
sermon at Mighell-street, the crowded 
and sympathetic congregation testify. 
in!!' to the great esteem in which Mr. 
Virgo was held. He will be long remem
bered, and much missed. He was em
phatically a good man. 

PASTOR WILLIAM KERN. 

The long and fe.ithfnl work of our 
beloved pastor, Mr. W. Kern, 1¥0.s 
brought to a close early on the 
morning of Friday, Fet.. 6th, when he 
peacefully passed e.we.v to his eternal 
rest. He we.a born e.t Wonersh, Surroy, 
in 1836, where he resided for severe.I 
years. His first pastorate was at 
Guildford, in the nee.r neighbourhood of 
his birthplace, where, after earnest and 
loving ministro.tion, extending over 
some five and a-ho.If years, he gained 
the affection and esteem of members 
and friends worshipping with him, o.a 
well as of the residents of the town 
generally. He received and accepted e. 
call to the Churoh at "Bethesda.," 
Ipswich, rather over a quarter of a 
century ago. During his pastorate here 
211 members have died, in addition to a 
great many of the congrego.tion. This 
number included seven dee.cons. The 
present membership is 23,;, and of this 
number 207 have been received into the 
Church by. Mr. Kern, only 28 of the 169 
members whioh formed the Churoh in 
1877 remaining. The 25th year was 
celebrated on Sept. 17th, 1902. An 
account of this interesting service was 
given in "E. V. & 0. H." for October 
(p. 319). Mr. Kern we.a ta.ken very ill 
on the 12th December; he, however, had 
sufficiently recovered to be e.ble to take 
the Sunday morning and afternoon 
services on the first Sunday of the 
present year, receiving four members 
into communion e.t the afternoon 
service On the following Tuesday his 
health became very much worse, e.nd 
from that time he grew gre.duo.lly 
weaker ; he, however, retained full con
soiouRness nntil Thursday morning-, 
Feb. 5th, at a.bout ten o'olock, and from 
that time did not age.in speak. The 
deoee.sed had been e. sufferer for a 
number of years, though his e.ppee.re.noe 
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and m,i.nner did not show it. He 
received a great shook to his system on 
the occasion of the great flood in 
Ipswich, in July of last year, the water 
coming- np to his we.istin his own house. 
He had a strong hold upon the esteem 
and affection of the people at 
"Bethesda." as well as of many outside. 
On the Sunday preceding the funeral, 
the pulpit was occupietl by Mr. H. D. 
Tooke. of Lowestoft, who preached e.n 
excellent sermon from the wordP, 
"Father. I will that they also whom 
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where 
I am; that they may behold Mv glory." 
The funeral took place on the 9th Feb., 
when a very large number of the 
members and congregation, e.s well as 
representatives from other Noncon
formist congreg-ations in the town and 
district, assen: bled in the afternoon to 
pay the last token of respect to one who 
for over 25 years had been an earnest 
and faithful minister of Jesus Christ. 
By half-past one o'clock a very large 
congregation had assembled in the 
chapel, and even after the service had 
commenced others entered until e.t last 
every seat was occupied. The organist, 
Mr. A. J. King, played Mendelssohn's 
"0. Rest in tne Lord," before Mr. E. 
Mitchell opened the monrnfnl service 
with prayer. Three hymns, "Rest from 
thy labour, rest," and "'Tis finished, 'tis 
done, the spirit has fled," and "Asleep 
in J esns" were snng, being led by the 
choir, under the leadership of Mr. T. 
Garrod. Mr. E. Mitchell, in a solemn 
address, referred to the zeal of the 
beloved pastor, whose loss they were 
mourning that day, and who never 
shunned to declare, in all its richness 
and fnlness, the truth as it is in Jesus, 
God had abundantly blessed him and 
his labours; it was his faihtful e.nrl 
earnest work that had earned for him 
the love of all wont to attend upon his 
ministrations, and who found comfort 
and joy in listening to him. The loss to 
the Church wasgreat, buttheirloss was 
his gain. for he was now in the presence 
of the Master he loved so well. His 
work was honourable, and his reward 
was great, and the Church, and all who 
esteemed him for his work's sake, might 
well take comfort in the knowledge 
that he was now in the kingdom of 
whose glories be used to speak with so 
much unction and hopefulness. At the 
conclusion of the service the organi~t 
played the "Dead March" in Saul, 
while the mournful procession was 
being- organized. It was beaded by a 
number of teachers and Acholars under 
the superintendence of Mr. E. Chilvers, 
and in charge of Mr. W. Motum, llir. T. 
Reynolds, Mr. E. J. Smith, and Mr. T. 
Bennett. The cortege we.s one of the 
longest and most imposing that ho.d 
been seen in Ipswich for e. very lo:;g 
period. Following the scholars of the 
Sunday-school was the funeral car; 

there were as many as 40 carriages, 
which extended a considerable distance. 
The first contained the private 
mourners, who were :-Miss Kern 
(dauirhter), Mr. Samuel Kern (son),and 
Mr. C. Freston (son-in-law), the widow 
being too muoh of an invalid to be 
present, while the married daughter was 
also too indisposed to attend. In 
carriages following were the dee.cons:
Messr@. J. Bird, A. E. Garrard, H. 
Reynolds, J. S11,yer, J. Motnm, E. 
Chilvers, and W. Carr. A number of 
ministers from the town and district 
were also present, including :-Messrs. 
S. K. Bland. W. Ling, A. A. Dowsett, J. 
Saunders, W. H. Ranson, H. M. Morling, 
C. J. Burrows, R. E. Willia, A. J. Ward, 
A. Knell, J. Easter, J. Cordle, F. J. 
Harse.nt. R. C. Bardens, S. B. Stocker, 
and S. Haddock. The choir was repre
sented by Mr. T. G11,rrod, Mr. A.. J, P. 
King, Mr. F. Farrow, and Mr. H. 
G11,rrod. The members of the deceased's 
Bible-class wera also among- the 
occupants of the carriages. Mr. Mitchell 
gave o.n impressive address at the grave, 
and made special reference to the 
obildren present, who would never for
~et the scenes enacted that day. Tbe 
inscription on the brass plate of the 
coffin was," William Kern, aged 65 years. 
Died Feb. 6th.1903." On Lord's-day, Feb. 
15th, memorial services were conducted 
by Mr. Mitchell. The text in the morn
ing was Rom. xiii. 11. In the afternoon 
the scholars, with a goodly number of 
friends, e.ssem bled, when an appropriate 
address was delivered, in which the 
speaker endeavoured to fasten on the 
minds of the bearers some lessons drawn 
from the event the services memorial
ised. The younl!' people gave marked 
attention, Mr. Kern's Bible-class of 
young women being visibly affected, 
even to tears, by the reference to the 
loving care the deceased bad exercised 
toward them, and the tee.chin1r be bad 
striven to impart to them. It is oon• 
fidently hoped that much fruit will yet 
be seen from the late pastor's loving 
labours among the young. The evening 
text we.a 2 Tim. iv. 7. 8. The ohe.pel in 
the evening was filled to overflowing, 
quite 1,000 persons being present. 
Special references were me.de at this 
service to the life and last hours of the 
departed, as well e.s to the marked 
success that had attended the le.hours of 
this servant of the Lord. Special hymn 
sheets were used containing some of :Mr. 
Kern's favourite hymns, and other 
appropriate seleotions, inoluding "The 
Homeland," sung by the choir. The 
"De11,d March" was played at the ol~se, 
the oongregation standing meanwhile. 
"There is no deatll I an o.nf!el form, 

Walk• o'er the e11rth with silent treo.d; 
lle bears our best-loved friends o.wny, 

And then we call them 'dcnd.' ·• 

-A.EG. 
Ipswich, Feb. lGlll, rnO:l. 



i ~orb of ®rteting. 

OUR esteemed Brother, EDWARD MITCHELL, having so gracefully 
explained the relation of the EARTHE~ VESSEL AND GOSPEL 

HERALD to its past and present Editoro, nothing is here necessary but 
to express-befittingly, if briefly-the obligations under which be has 
laid his section of the Baptist' Denomination by his services in connec
tion with this Magazine. His own articles have been simply admirable. 
Expressing the se11timents of his own heart, they have reached the 
hearts of thousands of his reader!!, a11d proved in.str□ctive, comforting 
and encouraging to the living family of God. Usefulness has obviou~ly 
been his aim, and, " Let all things be done unto edifying," his watch
word ; and, as his pan acquired fluency by practice, pa.ssages of real 
beauty and dignii;y have occurred in his compositions. His more 
strictly editorial work has been characterised by a wise impartiality, and 
an evident determination to please God primarily and supremely. 
His ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS have manifested extensive reading 
and a wide knowledge of men and things. which have increasingly 
proved his fitness for his important post ; and regret is inevitable that 
his extended labours in other directions enforce his relinquishing effort~ 
which have proved so profitable to all. 

He, however, promises that from time to time our pages shall still 
be enriched by his writings ; and he will we hope-for some time at 
least-retain the management of the LORD'S PooR FUND. 

So much sympathy-spiritual snd practical-has been manifested 
towards our brother, EBENEZER MARSH, that the affectionate and 
appreciative regard in which he is held, cannot be questioned. Prayers 
manifold and earnest are being answered in God's own time and way ; 
and-under somewhat changed conditions-many years of holy and 
happy service for the Master may be hopefully predicted for him. Ile, 
too, deserves the hearty thanks of all concerned for his efficient help ac; 
Sub-Editor. 

Our dear friend, and now our colleague, JAMES E. FLEGG, has steadily 
inched his way, by hard and honest work, into the affection and confi
de11ce of his Christian brethren. Having many ministerial and other 
engagements and an important pastoral charge, the claims on his time 
and energy are heavy ; and we bespeak for him all generous consideration 
and co-operation. 

Finally. In July, 1875, on IIBS□ming the conduct of the Gospel 
Herald and Voice of Truth, we stated our conviction that a magazine, 
devoted to the interests of a section of the Christian Church, should be 
intensely Denominationnl, and plead for its distinctive principles and 
review its position and progress in the boldest and most uncompro
mising way. So think we to-day. Will all who come to our aid, 
remember that we are STRIOT AND PARTICULAR BAPTISTS, and seek to 
make the enforcement and extension of our holy principles a leading 
feat□re in their contributions. Yet, while other themes are important, 
let us never forget that "there is but One Name of which it is 

VoL. LIX. ArnIL, 1903. u 
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enduringly useful to speak." May all concerned in the preparation of 
forthcoming numbers have much living fellowship with Him "whose 
garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia ; " that they may produce 
what is perfumed by the rich and rare aroma of His precious Name! 

w. J. s. 

THE :fl,ELIGlOUS CENSUS OF LONDON. 

FOR this-as for other. things-the proprietors of the Daily News 
deserve the thanks of "all who profess and call themselves 

Christians." The truth, though often unpalatable, is never unprofit
able, and in this case it were better to know it, however startling it 
proves. The statistics are grave, and we can well believe that " few that 
wish well to the cause of God on earth regard them with satisfaction," 
and that they " are causing great searchings of heart." 

Every religious gathering is largely composed of devoutly-disposed 
people who form the Church, the Society, or the "congregation of 
faithful men" of the Book of Common Prayer. A diminution of the 
number of such in a place .of worship does not always indicate the 
absence of Divine blessing. Altered local environment, the fateful 
"exodus to the suburbs" of which we hear so much, commercial 
failures, the deaths of attached friends and the inevitable changes that 
follow, accord with providential arrangements which are wholly without 
onr province. It is not to these that we claim attention, but to the large 
number of persons who make no profession, and. rarely rent sittings, yet 
occasionally attend at one church or chapel or another, and whose grow
ing absence is the main cause of the undeniable fact that " a minority 
only of the dwellers in the Metropolis are .in these days found on the 
Sabbath within our sanctuaries." 

Let ns firstly regard 
THE QUESTION FROM THE DIVINE STANDPOINT. 

A sound rule in religious enquiry is to begin at the Divine throne and 
work downwards: in other words, to pur.,ue the investigation from God 
to man, rather tha,n from man to God. Let us commence our present 
examination thus. It is an axiom or self-evident proposition that, 
granted the character of God as He has revealed it in His Word, the 
religion which He originated and which Re maintains in this world will 
accomplish all the objects for which He designed it. In salvation, as in 
nature and providence, " He will· work, and who shall let it ? " 
Whether His purpose be the_ experimental salvation of His elect, or the 
amelioration of society in general, by the influence and efforts of His 
living people, "His purpose shall stand, and He will do all His 
plea.sure." The Redeemer will "see of the travail of His soul and be 
satisfied." The Deity of the Holy Ghost ensures the success of all His 
operations. "As many as are ordained unto eternal life still believe," 
and while God's children are nourished with the fruit of " the tree of 
life," the leaves thereof continue to avail "for the healing of the 
nations." The religion which saves all that are chosen and redeemed is 
as ever an unspeakable benefit to mankind at large. "God's word shall 
not return unto Him void." It will accomplish every purpose, whether 
saving, beneficent, or legislative, for which it was given to our fallen 
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race. H followd, therefore, that God will constrain all to attend a reli
gious service whom it is His sovereign pleasure to bless or benefit on the 
occasion. A handful of people in a nearly empty chapel is as really an 
expression of His will as were the crowds once to be found in the Taber
nacles of James Wells and C. H. Spurgeon, or the eager Thursday 
congre5ation which bas i;ecently hung on the lips of the great preacher 
at the City Temple. Whatever keeps individuals from a service, 
whether a lack of desire to be there, or circumstantial and uncontrollable 
impediments, may be resolved into intimations of God's sovereign plea
sure that such should not participate in the grace which He may 
condescend to connect with -the means then employed. His election 
concerns persons, places, and periods. Pl?!rsons, ior to the chosen of God, 
and them only, the Gospel comes not merely "in word" as an intelli
gible me3sage "worthy of all intelligent acceptation," but "in power, in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance" (1 Tbess. i. 4, 5). Places-The 
locality for the bestowal of every covenant blessing was of old predeter
mined by Him. It was not, at a particular time, His intention to visit 
wi~h His salvation any of the inhabitants of (pro-consular) Asia and 
Bitbynia. The Holy Ghost therefore forbade Paul and Silas to preach 
the Word in the former, and "suffered them not" to set foot in 
the latter, though they "assayed" so to do (Acts xvi. 6, 7). Philippi 
in Macedonia was the soot in which sinners were to be reached by 
the Gospel, and a vision directed them to the place which their 
Divine Master had chosen as the sphere of His grace. Corinth, like
wise, was a chosen place. There, many whom God had by eternil 
predestination set apart for Himself resided, and Paul was bidden by 
the Lord not to fear, but to speak and bold not bis peace, "for I have 
much people in this city" (Acts xviii. 9). 

Election also respects per£ods. "There is a set time to favour" 
Zion. There are seasons when " a great and effectual door " of 
opportunity and success ·• is open" to God's servants. At times an 
opposite state of things prevails, as when Paul had to beg his brethren 
at Colosse to pray that '' God would open unto him a door of utter
ance" (Col. iv. 3). Sometimes" the harvest is.plenteous," though" the 
labourers are few." Then it is that "the kingdom of heaven sulferetb 
violence," and favoured sinners obtain the blessing through fervent 
prayers which seem violent in their audacity. Seekers come "as a cloud 
and fly as doves to their windows." Such were the . recorded days of 
favour in the ministry of Jonathan Edwards, of Wesley and Whitfield, 
of the a·Nakening in Dundee through the labours of M'Cheyne, and 
perhaps the revival at Ulster and elsewhere in 1857 to 185!). There are 
wasons when the dew forms and falls in isolated drops only; anon, there 
are "showers of blessing." Sometimes so little outward prosperity is 
realised that we are thankful if "one says, 'In the Lord l11Lve I 
righteousness and strength.' " Then the scene changes, and " Zion is 
increased with men as a flock." H is wholly beyond our power to 
eontrol such matters. "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades 
or loose the bands of Orion ? " " He sealeth up the hand of every man: 
that all men may know His work.'' "I form· the light and create dark
ness: I make peace, and create [circumstantial] evil; I, the Lord, do 
all these things." As enabled, we can use the Divinely-appointed means; 
for the blessing we must await His pleasure. 
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" At a.nchor la.id, remote from home, 
Toiling we cry. ' Sweet Spirit, come I ' 
For we ca.n only spread our so.ii, 
Thou, Thou must breathe th' a.uspicious go.le." 

Thus, then, if Lhe London sanctuaries are poorly attended, if but 
few respond to the chimes of the Sabbath bells and flock to the 1,0-called 
churches, if the lowlier chapels are less frequented than in days gone by 
-and many of our own Causes have to admit with great concern the 
humbling fact that they too "are minished and brought low,"-let us 
face the truth, nor shrink from assigning proper prominence to the 
operation of Divine sovereignty in these circumstances. "Our God is 
in the heavens: He bath done whatsoever He hath pleased." 

We will secondly pursue our investigation 

FROM THE HUMAN STAND-POINT, 

and consider the religious state of London-as reveale l by the 
census-in another manner; working upwards from facls and phe
nomena to their probable, if not certain causes 

It is undisputable that, when po3sible, people go where they most 
readily get what they want. The inevitable conclusion from the facts 
in evidence, therefore, is that ordinary places of worship do not provide 
what average aud well-meaning people require--:hat such (for we are 
not thinking of the vicious and profane) do not find within their walls 
what meets their needs as intelligent and moral beings. They come 
without expectation of profit; they listen listlessly; they depart sadder 
bnt not wiser men, weary of worship in which they cannot honestly 
join ; uninterested in sermons which do not touch their hearts ; and 
annoyed at the collection to which they deem it a tax to contribute. 
Few per.sons are hypocrites save upon compulsion. These feel that 
popular services, so far as themselves are concerned, are pretences ; and 
seeing no neW!sity for acting insincerely, they drnp g0ing to church 
and chapel altogether. 

For this state of things, one of Lwo reasons may be assigned-that 
society is less religious than it was ; or that average people fail to find 
in popular services what interests and stimulates them to try to rise to 
a higher ideal of life. 

That society is less religions than it was, is disproved by the vast 
increase of religions publ(cations which find a ready and lucrative sale; 
by the gladneBB and gratitude with which children are. as a rule, seut to 
Suuday Schools ; and the banishment of profanity and open wickedness 
from the typical middle-claBB home. Outward respect for sacred 
things is almost universal, save among the avowedly depraved and 
degraded. 

This enforces the conclusion that the public have less regard for God's 
servants and value their work less highly than in former times. Not that 
they despise ministers as a class. This no sensible person could. 
More competent, kindly and godly men it were hard to find, and all 
credit them with unselfish solicitude for the welfare of their fellow
creatures. It is in the pulpit only that they are not esteemed ; and 
why ;, Because their ordinary official and ministerial utterances are 
deemed unhelpful, and the subject-matter of the majority of moderu 
sermons evokes no response in the hearts of those to whom they are 
addressed. 
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NEW LAMP8 FOK uLD. 

Popular theology has recently andergone a radical chD.nge. The old 
orthodox Gospel-using the word in its broadest sense-has been dis
placed by another, which it is supposed will better accord with the taste of 
the multitude, and therefore attract larger congreglltions. The evangelical 
system is regarded as an expedient for enabling the Lord to display His 
universal benevolence. He is unheard of as " the Judge of all," but is 
describzd as the all-Father, yearning to receive every member of the 
human race. The Atonement is no longer "a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for" human sin, but Love's response 
to Love's claims. Regeneration is represented as a gradual moral 
change,. through the sutordination of the psychical to the spiritual in 
the heart ; and God's power to save, as a force contingent on the assent 
and co-operation of man. The ideal of the Deity is thas brought up to 
date ; and the Jehovah we have adored is supplanted by a far more 
benignant and beneficent Being. 

Thus the masses have been religiously catered for, but have they 
responded? Emphatically, No. The census witnesses that you may 
abandon evangelical theology; you may ignore the Law of God, with its 
awful demands and penalties ; you may preach two hopes, " the hope of 
the Gospel," and "the larger hope," of which the Gospel knows 
:p.othing : you may pre;ent as the God of heaven and earth a Monarch 
without throne or sceptre, incapable of anger, whose sole object is to 
repress wrong, and deal pitifully with wrong-doers ; but you will never 
so befool men's consciences as to perauade them that a God, ago.inst 
whose character and conduct their moro.l consciousness revolts, is He 
that" will by no means clear the guilty," who" speaks in righteousness 
and is mighty to save." They therefore decliue to listen to what is 
advanced concerning this fictitious Deity, though conceived and 
presented very largely to obtain their presence and. patronage. 

OPPOSITION TO ORGANISED CHRISTIA.NITY. 

Since 1875, when Moody and Sankey first came to London, mission
halls galore have sprang up. Men were supposed not to like parsons ; 
let them then have converted pugilistR, clowns, working-men, chirnney
sweeps, or, for a change, military officers, or medical men, instead. 
They will not go to chapels or churches : then erect buildings as unlike 
these as possible. They dread sects and parties : provide what is un
sectarian for their profit. So they may be caught, and hereafter go to 
places of worship of their own choosing. The census witnesses that 
these efforts have not increased the number of attendants on the ordi
nary means of grace. The system does no good. A popularised 
religion is not the religion that grips the peopl~, la•·gely considered. 

llPECIAL SERVICES FOlt 'fBE PEOPLE, 

Many ministers constantly parade the fact that they have lost 
faith not only in the saving efficacy of the old Gospel, but in them
selves, as competent to warn and win their felk,w-men to God. Timothy, 
when a settled pastor, was bidden to "do the work of an evangelist,"
evidently not to leave his own people and go touring else;vhere, but to 
make every effort himself at home to present the Saviour of sinners to 
~hose who were within the range of his icifluence. 'l'he pastoral office 
rnclndes that of an evangelist, and every stnte<l minister should make 
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full proof of his ministry in this particular. Here many fail, till
prayed at by their people, _qoaded by the hints of their deacons, worried 
for statistics by the Association to which their Church belongs, 
reminded that vacant seat~ spell less money-the unhappy men are 
driven to their last resource-" a series of special services for the 
people." A missioner or revivalist is engaged to "do the work of an 
evangelist " for the inefficient pastor ; to wake up his people, '-',ud
hateful phrase! to "win souls for the Saviour." We know the pitiful 
sequel. H,eaction follows the transient excitement. Too often the 
paraded conversions prove to have been spurious, and things are soon 
worse than ever. And the people-what must they think of a system 
of religion that requires such adventitious aids, or of a pastor who 
had ad,~rtised his own inability to perform his proper duties ? Is it 
to be wondered at that such men are accepted at their own estimate, 
and "left alone in their glory ? " 

What, too, must be the judgment of Christ on one of His professed 
ser,ants who has cast away his confidence as to his personal ability to 
execute his Master's commission? Results show. We have referred 
to Divine sovereignty, but this is neither caprice nor tyranny. A 
holy God must act on holy principles, and clear as a clarion the 
voice of the census repeats His abiding word, "Them that honour 
Me I WILL honour: and those that despise ME SHALL BE LIGHTLY 
ESTEEMED." 

There are, God be thanked, pastors who are true to the faith and 
practices of our fathers, who remain unaffected by the current of modern 
opinions, who tell sinners the honest truth and preach the Cross in its 
fulnes, of Divine significance, to whom the anxious sinner may safely 
look for guidance and the troubled soul listen as to those who have 
themselves been delivered from the horrible pit; but. much so-called 
Gospel is useless both to sinner and saint. '· The hungry sheep look up 
and are not fed ; " sinners remain unwarned and unaffected. 

THE CENSUS AND PARTICULAR BAPTISTS. 

These statistics lastly speak to ourselves. An idea obtains, perhaps, 
more deeply felt than openly confessed, that our condition would be 
improved if we altered our testimony, eliminated what are called the 
sterner features from our Gospel, adopted more modern methods, and 
generally made our services more like those of ordinary churches and 
chapels. N e~er was there a greater mistake. Our would-be popular 
breLhren have tried to cater for public suffrage by toning down their 
messages to suit the taste of the people. The experiment has been con
ducted on the largest scale and under circumstances the most favourable. 
Art, culture, eloouence, dramatic persuasion, music the most refined, 
urbanity and kindness the most wmsome and E!ympathetic, have been 
utilised with the best intentions. With but few exceptions, however, 
these have not attracted the people of London to the sanctuaries of God. 
If failure has attended these efforts, how sure will our failure be if we 
attemp', to work on the same lines. Vain will the endeavour be to com
pete with such Christian workers on their own ground. We have neither 
the ability, the education, the oratorical power, the musical talent, the 
prestige nor tlie wealth at our command to win success in this way. Our 
strength lies in our emphasising and accentuating the distinctive points of 
the faith l:iD dear to our own hearts. God in His sovereignty, Christ in 
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His power to save, the Spirit iu His invincible operations in chosen and 
blood-bought hearts, the principles He imparts, the emotions He 
engenders, the experiences which accompany and evidence His presence, 
and the unconditional freeness of Di vine salvation-a declaration of 
these things can be heard only among ourselves, our beloved brethren 
the Calvinistic Independents and a few who fear God among Episco
palians. Ancient things in time become novelties once more and 
consistent Calvinism may yet become the popular Evangel to which the 
masses flock to listen. 

OUR '-'·PRISMATIC" P A__-STOR. 
BY JAMES A. GEE. 

WHAT inestimable boons to Churches are good pastors, and what a 
fountain of praise to the Giver should flow from the hearts of the 

members of Churches privileged to possess them. Did this gratitude 
exist, the blessing would be more prized, utilised, and prayed for; and 
consequently every seat in God's sanctuary would be regularly occupied, 
and onr pastors greatly encouraged, while their hearers were thus 
specially blessed. 

But you will ask, "What is the meaning of the above title ? '' and 
why I have adopted the term" prismatic 7" No doubt you have all 
seen and admired the beautiful colours which are reflected by a prism 
when held in a bright light. The reason is that the beam of white 
light is split up in passing through the prism, into a number of rays, 
each varying in colour ; for every beam of white light is really com
posed of these, and the prism separates them, and makes them each 
visible. 

Now Jet us see whether there is not an analogy between our· own 
plstor and the prism. As he sits in his study, the Holy Spirit sheds a 
beam of the white light of His truth into his heart, and by God's favour, 
he is as it were enabled to analyse its meaning. Ere he leaves his study, 
the one beam of God's truth has to his mind spread out into a beautiful 
fan-shaped band of truths, each varying in shade and prominence, and 
presenting to him, as it were, a prismatic band of colour, which gives 
more real pleasure to the mind than the actual spectrum affords to 
the eye. 

Our pastor in the pulpit acts as a spiritual prism. He brings before 
us a ray of God's truth. This be analyses, and spreads out before our 
minds in its varying shades of meaning, and the leading (but oft un
seen) liues of beauty which it contain~. In the prismatic band there 
are leading colours which strike the eye with greater force, and stand 
out more boldly than the rest; so there are brought out very frequently 
by our paetor special phases of Divine truth which irresistibly attract 
the heart, and stand out in vivid and striking contrust to others. Each 
of those beautiful rays of truth is made of special use by the Holy 
::-lpirit in the ingathering of His prnple and the building up of their faith. 

Each ray in the spectrum h1ts the power to do a special kind of work. 
The red contains the heat rays ; the violet contains the actinic, or 
chemical rays, which are so useful to the photographer ; and euch 
Yarying tint makes the colours of flowers and other objects visible. So, 
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under the Holy Spirit's influence, each portion of Divine truth has its 
own province and power. 

Strange to say, there are rays both at the bottom and the top of the 
prismatic colour band u•huh are invu;ible, but they can be made 
visible by passir.g them through certain media. So similarly I take it 
that there are rays of Biblical truth which are invisible to the majority 
of God's people, but which are made visible by God, through the instru
mentality of our pastor ; and herein lie~, I think, his most obvious 
resemblance to a prism, for were it not for his ministry as medium, a 
multitude of rays of spiritual importance might never strike the minds 
of nine-tenths of God's people. 

"WAKE UP!" 
T-he President's Inaugural Address at the Thirty-second A urmal Public Meeting 

of the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Churches. 0 

BELOVED BRETHREN, YOUNG MEN AND FATHERS,-! offer no 
apology for occupying the Presidential Chair of this Association 

for the fourth time. But your kindness humbles me, and lays me 
under obligation to serve you with a willing, loving heart. The honour 
you have conferred upon me is great. I deeply feel it, and very highly 
do I prize the esteem, and the love of my dear brethren. 

I have perfect liberty, I know, to deliver the message which is in my 
heart ; which I believe is a message from God. 

I speak as one who knows and loves our section of the Baptist 
Denomination. We have a history of which we are not ashamed. Bnt 
we are thinking to-day far more about the future than we are about the 
past. We hope the future historian of our denomination may be ablE: 
tu write about exploits that will very far exceed anything attempted or 
done in the past. We hope all our great men are not born, dead, and 
buried. We are looking for deeds of prowess to be accomplished of 
which our fathers never dreamed! We have a faith that has been tried 
and proved, and we know its reality. We have a creed as broad as the 
purpose of God ; a Gospel as full as the Obrist of God ; and a com
mission as wide as the world ! OuR OPPORTUNITY IS NOW ! And my 
message is 

"WAKE UP!" 
The world was never more wide awake than it is to-day. Nations are 

on the watch-tower lest one should steal a march on the other, and annex 
some of the unappropriated pieces of land. The political world is 
waking up ! The commercial world is waking up ! And the religious 
world is waking up ! Th~-re are signs of life and enterprise in all the 
denominations, Mitny are preparing for a great forward movement! A 
sense of great responsibility is coming home to the conscirnces of many. 
There is a deep solemn feeling that something must be done to reach the 
teeming masses outside our chapel doors. 

And is there no place for us in this holy warfare? While others are 
planning, are we to be dreaming ? While others are preparing for an 

• The Editor neither heard the e.bovo nor se.w it till in "proof," e.nd is not 
in e.ny we.y responsible for it. 
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onward march, are we to do the criticising, and the fault-finding ? 
While others are attacking lion-like and tiger-like evils, are we to amuse 
ourselves with heresy mouse-hunting? Let every member of every 
Church lay aside all malice, all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and oll 
evil-speaking; and let them prepare for a 

GRAND FORWARD MOVEMENT! 
Brethren, wake up ! wake iep ! 

I have beard that in America there is a place where the Church anrl 
congregation are called lassitudinariaos. The pastor comes in about ten 
minutes late, and the deacons with him; and the people, not caring to 
wait, come in about ten minutes later. One of the favourite hymns of 
the lassitudinarians has a chorus-

" 0 to be nothing, nothing, nothing." 

And they are in very deed nothing. Another favourite hymn, which is 
softly and slowly sung, is-

" I'm sleeping-. sleeping, sleeping; 
.Resting, resGing, resting." 

May God save us from the lassitudinarian spirit ! 
One has trnthfully said, " I believe that there are some Christian men 

who have wasted a large part of their lives for want of somebody or 
something to wake them up. There is more evil wrought in the world 
by want of thought than by downright malice ; and there is more good 
left undone through want of thought than through any aversion to the 
doing of good. Some Christians appear to have been born in the land 
of slumber, and they continually live in their native country of dreams. 
They rub their eyes occasionally, and suppose themselves to be wide 
awake ; but they are in the Enchanted Ground, and though they know 
it not, they are little better than sleepwalkerd the most of their days." 

" Therefore le~ us not sleep as do others ; but let us watch anrl be 
sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken 
are drunken in the night" (1 Thess v. 6, 7). 

There is injustice in the land, but the judges are sleeping; there is 
want and distress on every hand, but the philanthropists are sleeping ; 
there is much sickness, and diseases abound, but the physicians are 
sleeping ; thieves and robbers are busy, but the policemen are sleeping ; 
foes are wide awake, but our soldiers are sleeping; the vessel is drifting, 
but the captain is slumbering; the signal of distress is given, the cry of 
sinking mariners goes up to heaven, but the lifeboatmen are wrapt in 
slumber; the house is burning. See! the flames are spreading! Sound 
the alarm! Ring the bell! the firemen ere sleeping! Sin-awful sin; 
sin-dreadful sin; sin-damning sin, is doing its dreadful work; but 
the parson, with a monotonous voice, deals softly out his commonplace 
thoughts to a small but deeply sympathetic slumbering audience! 
Brethren, let us not sleep as do others. Wake up! Wake up! 

We have a ·sound creed ; but we cannot teach it if we are sound 
asleep. If we are the nearest to New Testament Order, we ought to he 
first in every holy enterprise. If God has given us more light than others, 
we ought not to put it under the bushel of indifference. These are solemn 
words:-" Why, there are some of you, when you joined the Church, 
were as earnest as you could be; and where are you now ? There are 
some that were prominent in the prayer meeting, but how often do we 
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see them now ? Are there not many among us as miserly towards the 
Lord's cause as if they did not care a rush for i~? You will say I am 
personal. Brethten, I mean to be, and want to be; and if you feel that 
this is your case, instead of being offended at the honest rebuke now 
offered t'.l you, solemnly thank God that it comes home to you; earnestly 
retrace your steps, be no more sluggish and sleepy, but for the sake of 
Him who loves you with an everlasting lov~, once more cast your souls 
into His cause, and go forth to fight your Lord's battles. Away with 
your downy closings and comfortable slumbers. Lord, arouse us by .a 
thunderbolt from heaven ! Arise ye ! Arise ye! ye slumberers, upon 
your soft couches I " . 

" WHAT MEANEST THOU, 0 SLEEPER ? " 
Of all the men in the ship, Jonah was the person who ought most 

to have been awake ; but nevertheless, he was not only asleep, but fast 
asleep ; all the creaking of the cordage, the dashing 01 the waves, the 
howlin1r of the winds, the straining of the timbers, and the shouting of 
the mariners, did not arouse him ; he was fast locked in the arms of 
sleep. Jonah did not believe in preaching to sinners. I think I know 
Jonah ! He sometimes dreams that he is the soundest man in the 
denomination ! He thinks that if he left it everything would go wrong ! 
Yes, I know Jonah. He sometimes talks in his sleep.' He says," The 
Lord will have His own." Quite true; but does He not call them by our 
Gospel ? " His sheep shall never perish." True, but the Lord finds them, 
not by drowsy souls, but by active workers. Wake up! Brother, Wake 
up! 

Jesus wept over Jerusalem ; and shall our cheeks be dry ? Jesus w11-s 
full of compassion ; and shall we not feel? Jesus sought the lost, and 
shall not we seek them in His Name? 

" How me.ny sheep a.re stre.ying, 
Lost from the Se.viour's fold; 

Upon the lonely mounte.in 
They shiver with the cold ; 

Within the tangled thickets 
Where poison vines do creep, 

And over rocky ledges, 
Wander the poor lost sheep. 

" Oh, who will go to find them? 
Who, for the Saviour's se.ke, 

Will search with tireless patience 
Through brier and through bre.ke ? 

Unheeding thirst or hunger, 
Who still from de.y to de.y, 

Will seek as for a tree.sure 
The sheep the.t went astray? 

'' 0 come, let us go e.nd find them, 
Jn the paths of death they roam ; 

At the close of the day 'twill be sweet to say, 
We he.ve brought some lost one home." 

We have heard a good deal about 
"THE SLEEPING SICKNESS." 

Doubtless it is a terrible disease. Many of our Churches are suffering 
from this sleeping sickneEs. We have even heard of Churches where 
there is no Sunday school, and no mission work of any kind is under
taken. The very place of meeting has a sepulchral smell about it. Open 
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the windows and let in the fresh air! Clean the windows and let in the 
sunlight ! Sonnd an alarm and stop the faneral procession ! 

This reminds me that I heard a public speP,ker recently refer to a 
visi~ to South Wales. PasEing through a certain place he entered the 
village chapel. A funeral was expected, and he waited. The preacher of 
the place conducted the service ; and beginning his eulogy of the dear 
departed, he said : " This most respected eorp$e j1Jined our Ch'urch about 
twenty-five years ago, and has continued a memoer ever since." A corpse 
joining a Church! A corpse a member for twenty-five years! You smile; 
but are there not some Churches we know where a Corpse may be 
foand ? There are those whb have been Church members for years ; 
but what have they ever done to encorirage the pastor, to help the Church, 
or to brighten the world? They are very respectable in their way, but 
what good are they ? They don't believe in prayer-meetings, for they 
never come; they don't believe in g-iving, for, say they, "'The Lord will 
provide;" and they don't believe in work, that they leave to the 
Arminians. Tbey have a name to live, but they are dead ; and when 
they pass away it will be quite correct to say, '' This most respected 
corpse." 

·' Wherefore He saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee life" (Eph. v. 14). 

lT IS MORNING! IT lS .MORNING! 

See ! the streaks of light ! The Master calls His servants ! Work is 
waiting to be done. Commands must be obeyed. 'rhe dav-dawn is 
upon us. Golden opportunities are before us. Wake up I Wake up ! 
"And, that, knowing the time, that NOW IT Is HIGH TlME TO .I.WAKE 
ou-r OF SLEEP : for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand : let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armonr of light'' (Rom. xiii. 
11, 12). 

A short time ago a locomotive eagiae was speeding along the North 
1Vest line, whilst the two men who were in it lay fast asleep. A sharp
eyed signalman, from his lookout, was alert enough to see how matters 
stood, and without a moment's delay telegraphed in advance to lay some 
fog-signals on the line, that the denotation might rouse the sleepers. 
Bang ! Bang ! Bang ! Thus starUed from what might have been a fatal 
slumber, the men shut off steam, rever,ed the engine, and averted a 
terrible calamity. Let all who are wide awalrn lay fog-signals on the 
line of drowsy souls. Brother ! Sister! Wake up! Wake up.' The 
Master is calling. Every eye is wanted to watch. Every car to listen. 
Every mouth is wanted to speak for the Mt1ster to the lost around. 
Every hand is wanted, eithel· to lead, to work, or to give. Every foot is 
,vanted to walk in paths of holiness and truth. Children of the day, 
walk as children of light. 

It is rather a depressing sight to look upon a river when the tide is 
low, and barges and boats are all immovable on the muddy banks. One 
can pardon the boatmen if they doze away the time waiting for the return 
of the tide. But when the tide comes rolling in, and all the muddy 
banks are covered with the living stream, and all the boats are dancing 
on its waves, to sleep then would ve indeed unpardonable. 

Brethren, 
THE TIDE IS COMING- IN ! 
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The mighty deep of God's love is flowing around us. The Spirit of God 
is here, "l"l"ith His potent force and energy ! Sinners are being stirred. 
Imponant questions are waiting to be answered. God is working, and 
shall we continue our slumbers. Brethren, wake up ! wake up ! the 
tide is coming in! A golden opportunity presents itself. There is a 
Tide in the affairs of Christian workers, which taken at the flood, leads 
on to lasting success. The world is dark-very dark. Brothers, wake 
up, and let your light shine. Men, women, and children are in danger : 
wake up, and sound the alarm. There is only one remedy for the 
malady of siu: wake up, and tell the story of Jesus and His love. We 
know the Christ of God: let us wake up·and spread His fame abroad. 
We hav.i the Word of God : let us wake up and spread it broadcast 
everywhere. We have the Gospel of God's rich grace, and we have the 
assurance of succes~. God is with us, Jesus is on His throne pleading, 
and the Holy Spirit is here working. Yes, the tide is coming in, and it 
behoves all the servants of the Lord to be wide awake, and everyone to 
hi~ work. 

" Come, le.hour on : 
Awe.y with gloomy doubts a.nd faithless fee.r ! 
No a.rm so weak but ma.y do service here; 
By ha.nds the feeblest ce.n our God fulfil 

His righteous will. 

Come, la.hour on ; 
No time for rest till glows the western sky, 
While the long she.dows o'er our pathway lie. 
And e. gle.d sound comes with the setting sun, 

• ' Servants, well done I ' " 

In the D-0wns, at certain times, may be seen a large number of ships 
waiting for a suitable wind to carry them on their voyage. At such 11 

time no one could complain if some of the crew refreshed themselves 
with slumber. But when the fair winds begin to blow, no one would 
dream of sleeping. All hands would be wanted to work with will and 
heart. "You hear the clicks of the palls as the anchors come up, and 
the creaking of the yards as they are being hoisted, and the singing of 
the sailors as they walk the capstan bars round, or heave the windlass 
handle~. And then the sailors nimbly run aloft to loose the sails : and 
now the great foretopsail bellies out before the freshening gale. Each 
shlp spreads her wings, and they ' fly as a cloud, and as the dove;; to 
their windows,' presenting a wondrous spectacle of beauty from Deal 
beach." 

Brethren, let us not sleep, for the freshening breeze is here. I feel it 
fanning my cheek, and quickening my pulse, and stirring my soul to its 
innermost depths. 

THE HEAVENLY WIND IS BLOWING! 

Wake up, brothers, wake up, and hoist the sails, and catch the potent 
force that shall urge you on your way ! The Holy Ghost is here I Not 
far away, but here .1 TO-DAY is the Holy Spirit's command! And NOW 
is the morning call! No more sleeping! No more talking in your 
sleep! Ko more dreaming ! But wake iep ! wake iep ! 

When the land is bound in icy chains, and robed in its natural coat 
of ermine, and the North wind blow13, and all are feeling the wintry 
blasts, no one would reproach the tiller of the soil, if he were found 
napping in his easy chair. But when the harvest of the earth is ripe. 
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and the golden grain is waiting for the sickle, no one dreams of sleeping 
all the merry day. "He that ·sleepeth in harvest is I\ son that canseth 
shame" (Prov. x. 5). 

Some of us who have lived in the country know what a busy season 
harvest is. All are helpers then. And all are cheerful and happy I 
Better wages, and better food, help to oil the wheels of husbandry. 

Brethren, 
IT IS HARVEST-TIME WITH US, 

therefore wake up ! " Lift up your eyes, and look upon the fields ; for 
they are white already to qarvest" (John iv. :35). If this was true in 
our Lord's time on earth, how much_ more so now? 

" Come. la.hour on : 
. Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 
While all around him waves the golden grain, 
And to ea.eh servant does the Master say, 

'Go, work to-day.' " 

Wake up, for it is 
JESUS WHO IS KNOCKING A.T THE DOOR. 

It is the Lord's message; it is the Master's call. I have work for you 
r,ll to do. "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock. If any man 
hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with Me" (Rev. iii. 19, 20), 

We do not say, as others say, that Christ knocks at every door in 
every street of the city. But we do know that He knocks at THE door 
-the CHURCH door ! 

The special sins of the Church at Laodicea 'i'iere-lukewarmness, 
self-righteousness, pride, and ignorance. No small crimes. 

The Church was called to activity-" Be zealous." Awake, thou 
that sleepe3t ! Awake! awake! put on thy strength O Zion ! AriEe ! 
He calleth thee. They were also called to repentance-'' and repent." 
Change your mind, turn from your evil way~, and rP,turn unto the Lord. 
Come to Him as firat you came, and "do thy firat work." Brethren, 
and sisters, God speaks to us, He knocks at the door in every time of 
trial. 

What condescending grace does Jesus shew. " Behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock." These words may well be ushered in with a 
" Behold!" Here is something special to learn-" Behold!" 0 ye 
slumbering souls, arise! and contemplate this great sight :-"Behold! " 
It is a sight that must fill angels with astonishment. " Behold I" It 
is the blast of the trumpet ! The Master's call for attention. " I 
stand at the door, and knock." Who stands at the door? "The 
faithful and true Witness." "The Firat begotten of the dead." "The 
Prince of the kings of the earth." "The Alpha and the Omega." 
"The First and the Last." "The Almighty." "He who walketh in 
the midst of the seven candlesticks." '' He which hath the sharp sword 
with two edges." "He whose eyes are like unto a flame of fire, and His 
feet like fine brass." "He who has the seven Spirits of God." "He 
that is holy : He that is true." "The Amen." '' The beginning of the 
creation of God." "I stand at the door." 

Jesus STA.NDS. What wondrous grace. His standing at the door 
shows His near approach. "Behold He cometh." He is even now "at 
the door." Lukewarm souls, behold this wonderful sight! And wilt 



114 'J1HE EARTHEN VESSEL 

thou play the harlot with this deceitful world, when tlly Lord is at the 
door? He STANDS, waiting to be graciou.~. 

He has stood long (see Song of Solomon v. 2-6). He stands 
KNOCKING ! Louder and louder are tile knocks at tile door of the 
slumbering Church. 

Vert/ precious is the promise: '' If any man bear My voice, and·open 
the door, I ,vill come in to him, and sup with him, and lle with Me." 
When Jesus puts 1in His lland by the hole of tile door, it causeth our 
hand to stretch forth to draw back the bolt. In the day of God's 
power, the soul is willing, and the door is opened. 

If there is only 01~e in the lukewarm Church that opens the door, 
that one shall receive the blessing. If ever the Churcll is revived, it 
will be by individual members being revived. And as in the l.tousehold, 
so it is in the. Church ; when one is wide awake, and getting up, they 
make it very uncomfortable for those who want a little more sleep, a 
little more slumber. It is time to get up I O hear the loving call. U 
hearken to the appeals of your best Friend ! He is waiting to bless you. 
He is waiting to use you for the manifestation of His glory, and the 
extension of His kingdom. Wake up! Wake up! 

Wake up, for 
THE JESUilS A.RE HEHE. 

I llave just read a story of a new and dignified M.P. One night 
his wife awoke him with the tremulous whisper :-'· My dear, there are 
burglars in the house." Her husband replied : "There may be a few 
among the Peers, but in the House-oh, no ; preposterous, absurd ! " 
Poor man, he was dreaminir of t_he House of Commons ; but meanwhile, 
the thieves were collecting his silver. 

_While men slept the enemy sowed tares among the wheat: and while 
Prot.estants are dreaming of safety, the Jesuits are doing their dreadful 
work. 

In the Sword and Trowel for February there is a stirring article by 
Mr. Thorna9 Spurgeon : there is also an illustration of John Bull, and 
his dog fast asleep, while the Officer of the Inspection tips up the cart, 
and shovels out monks and nuns, friars and fathers, candles and crosses, 
and the rest of the Popish paraphernalia, at his feet-a present from 
France.' Bgt. John Bull and his dog continue serenely sleeping. ·' We 
feel compelled,'' says Mr. Spurgeon, "to lift our warning voice. John 
Bull will have a rude awakening. He will try to shake off the influence 
of Rome when it is all too late. These invaders are not on pleasure 
bent. They come to see and conquer. Events are favour11ble to them. 
The Roman Catholics have pronounced ic favour of the Education Bill. 
That, in itself, should arouse our suspicion3 concerning it. It may well 
suit the Jesuits, for it is • the darkest plot of our day.'" Who will wake 
up John Bull? Who will make the dumb dog bark ? 

"0 Britons! awake, for there's da.nger at he.nu, 
And muster the best that your forces commo,nd ; 
The need has arisen your courage to show, 
1:,o stand like the brave, with your face to the foe." 

" Men of Englo.nd I Stand at bay, 
Face the foes and their array, 
Or 'twill be e.n evil de.y 

Very soon for England I 
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Ever Romeward in their way; 
Farther still they go astray, 
And the saored trush betray, 

Of the Men of England." 

116 

From the garden of Gethsemane there comes a solemn warning. Jesus 
was sorrowful and full of heaviness, and He nrged His disciples to watch. 
But alas ! He came to them and found them asleep. " What, could ye 
not watch with Me one houri'" "Walch l\nd pray." The second time 
Re Cllme, and again found them asleep. But when He came the third 
time finding them asleep, lfe startled them with the solemn words,
" Sleep on now, and take your rest." 

Again and again, the Master has come, and found His people sleep
ing. Some, it may be, are Bleeping with a measure of sorrow, mourning 
over the low state of the Churches: - But why do they keep on ~lumber
ing ? Are they waiting to be startled with the bursting of a bomb
shell:-

" SLEEP ON NOW ! SLEEP ON NOW ! " 

Your opportunity of rendering Me a service is gone for ever I The end 
of the age draweth nigh. The night cometh when no man can work :
" Sleep on now ! :Sleep on now I " A dusty Bible, and a sleeping 
Christian are a grief to our Lord, and a merriment to the devil. 

l HAVE A MESSAGE FOR Al,L THE STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES IN 
THE KINGDOM. Wake up, and unite in the defence of those sacred 
principles for which we contend. Some of our Churches are dreaming of 
unity : they are talking in their sleep, and expecting that the Metropolitan 
Association of Strict Baptist Churches will enlarge its boundaries, and 
become a Strict Baptist Union. But this is contrary to our constitur ion ; 
and it is not desirable. To all Strict Baptist Churches, we say, Wake up, 
and form District, or County Associations, an<l then we shall be prepared 
to unite with you in the formation of a Union of Regular Baptists. 
Isolation means weakness, but union is strength. We have a testimony 
to bear thRt no other denomination can give. Little differences which 
are only a question of words must be buried in the gmve of forgetful
ness ; and every Church must prepare herself for ud;on for the common 
good. Come from the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon every 
Church, that it may live, unite, and become a power for good in the land. 

SHALL I SHEW YOU A CHURCH WIDE AWAKE? It is a Holy Ghost, 
Church ; and it is full of power. The place of meeting is clean, bright, 
and attractive : for a wide-awake Church will not long dwell in a dirty 
building. The Pastor is loved, and prayed for ; and with the Spirit's 
power he praHches the Gospel of the grace of God. The deacons are by 
his side, his trne helpe1s in Christ Jesus. With smiling faces these dear 
brethren are always ready to greet the people, especially strangers. The 
singing is bright and hearty ; and brotherly love is the very atmosphere 
of the place. A wide-awake Church is ready to speak to strangers, and 
to ask them if they are on the Lord's side. The young are loved, aud 
cared for ; for a wide-awake Church makes the School her special care 
and charge. The power of prayer is known, and everything is done to 
make the meetings bright and attractive. A wide-awake Church will 
have a well conducted Band of Hope; and other social questions will be 
entertained ; for this Ghurch-all alive-believes that she is in the world 
to make the lives and homes of the people brighter and better. 
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Tne financial affairs of a wid~-awdke Church will not be neglected: 
for each member will give as God has prospered him ; and all will 
become shareholders in every society connected with the place. In a 
wide-awake Church ever.I/ member will be a livin,q, cons(ant adverUse
ment of the place : and they will never fail to speak well of the Pastor, 
and never ceRse to invite the people outside to come and Lear him. We 
have heard of some who pay for a whole pew ; and they consider it their 
special work to keep it filled with hearers. . 

A WIDE-AWAKE CHURCH rs READY FOR GOD TO USE! On the 
day of Pentecost there was not a drowsy member in the whole Church. 
All were full of life and activity! And three thousand were added to 
that Church in one day ! 

Beloved Brethren, in conclusion, HAVE F .A.ITH IN Goo. Truth 
is immortal. Our work must be successful. Dark clouds may hang 
over some parts of Zion to-day, but it is brighter further on. But we 
must wake up ! All the works of darkness must be c11,st off, for it is 
unseemly to walk about in the daytime with our night-dress on. Put 
on the armour of light; and, strong in the strength of God we may dare 
to face the foes of our faith. We must close our ranks, and combine in 
all good movements; and, knowiog the power of unity, we must 
lovingly dwell together. Every one must help his brother, and bid him 
be of good courage. 

My heart is young, and I will not despair. My sympathy is with 
the optimist rather than the pessimist. Ltt the croakers, the grumblers, 
and the faultfinders, retire to their Cave of Adullam, while we gather on 
the slopes of Zion ; and there on the sunny side, let us sing the 
Hallelujah chorus!-" THE Loao REIGN ETH I LET THE EARTH REJOICE; 
LET THE JIIULTITUDF. OF ISLES BE GLAD THEREOF." 

"Daughter of Zion, from the dust, 
Exe.It thy fa.lien hee.d; 

Age.in in thy Redeemer trust, 
He ea.Us thee from the dee.d. 

Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 
Thy bee.utiful array ; 

The de.y of freedom de.wns e.t length,
The Lord's e.ppointed de.y." 

ALL };rn DANGEROUS.-An humble soul knows that little sins (if I 
may so call any) cost Christ His blood, and that they make way for 
greater ; and that little sins multiplied become great, as a little_ sum 
multiplied is great; that they cloud the face of God, wound consCience, 
grieve the Spirit, rejoice Satan, and make work for repentance. An 
humble soul knows that little sins (suppose them so) are very dangerous; 
a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump ; a little staff may kill ; a little 
potion may poison ; a little lellk in a ship sinks it; a little fly in a _box 
of ointment spoils it ; a little flaw in a good cause mars it : so a little 
sin may at once bar the door of heaven, and open the gates of hell ; and 
therefore a bumble soul smites and strikes itself for the least, as well as 
the greatest ; though a bead of garlick be little, yet it will poison the 
leopard, though it be great. Though a mouse be but littlc,1yet it will kill 
an elephant if he get into bis trunk ; though the scorpion be little, yet 
it will sting a lion to death ; and so will the least sin, if not pardoned 
by the death of Christ.-Thomas Brooks. 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

No. 6.-" ONLY." 

THIS is a ·short word, but it has much to do with our ideas and 
actions. "Only 6½d," the shopkeeper tickets an article to convey 

the impression that it is" dirt cheap," and will be sold at much less than 
its real value. Ma'ly are thus tempted to buy what they do not really 
need, to obtain possession of what is little or no value to them because it 
costs " only a trifle." -

" Onlies," however, mount up. A dozen things at "only a penny 
each" come to a shilling, twenty of which make a pound. He wa9 a 
wise man who said, " Take care of the pence, and the pounds will take 
care of themselves." Only a very small hole, but it will soon empty 
your bath. I do not like meanness, bnt we should be on our guard 
against Mr. and Mrs. Only, or else they will, all too soon, relieve us of our 
spare cash, and perhaps of cash that we cannot spare. 

"Only" too often introduces excuses for things that we cannot 
regard as right, and yet are disinclined to call decidedly wrong. 
" Only " a hasty word ; "only " a little polite falsehood ; an action
questionable, perhaps-but "only" the least tiny bit dishonest ; so we 
might go on till we cease to think that there is much harm in anything 
anywhere. 

In religion, too, "only" often acts es a special pleader for what is 
contrary to God's Word. " Only" a little error amidst a mound of 
truth-it does not matter much. Does it not? A little poi.Jion in our 
slice of bread, or in the water in the glass from which we drink I It 
cannot do much harm. Can it not? Most of us would say, " We dou't 
want to be poisoned, anyhow." 

" Only'' bas led to the disregard of evils, due and timely attention to 
which would have averted grave dirnsters. "Only a cold "-but neg
lected, it has brought many to the grave. An uncle of the writH's was 
troubled with what at first was "only a corn." He cut it nnskil
fully with his razo1· ; his foot bled seriously ; inflammation followed; 
g-angrene succeeded and amputation of the limb wa.'l imperative. This, 
however, proved too late. The mortification spread through his body, 
and, alas, be died of what at first was "only " so small a Lrouble. . 

"Only," thm•, often opens the door by which most serious evils enter. 
~'he service in yonder church is "only" a very little different from what 
it_ was in the time of the late spiritually-minded and truly evangelical 
near. The serYice is "only" just a little "higher." The prayt,rs are 
the same, "only" they are intoned instead of being read with due 
emphasis and reverence. "Only" a cross or crucifix with two attendant 
candlesticks is now placed over the symbolic,1lly embroidered "altar 
cloth." "Only this and nothing more." I, however, always feel; "Alas, 
f?r Protestant England," when people introduce apologies for innon1.
t1o~s like these with the dangerously suggestive word "only." The 
eatmg in the Garden of Eden of " the fruit of that forbidden tree, whose 
mortal taste brought death into the world and all our woe," this only, 
but what awful consequences have followed this one act of disobedience 
to God. It was "only" the sin of bowing down before the golden calf
an altar rered<'s-while the worshippers professed to be doing homage to 
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Jehovah Himself, which brought down His terrible anget· upon the whole 
Hous':l of Isri1el and caused the immediate death of three thousand of the 
people, since idolatry is so hatefu-1 to Him and this was an act of 
flagrant disregard of one of His holy laws, "Thou shalt not make . . . 
or bow down . . . to any graven image" (Exod. xx. 4). 

The Roman Catholic religion is essentially an idolatrous one. It 
leads men to adore the " host " or consecrated bread of the Eucharist, to 
worship images and to pray to saints. "Giant Pope," as Bunyan 
styles him, at one time delighted to torture and put t9 death God's true 
people; and were opportunity given, he would do so again. This false 
Church is still the bitter foe of Gospel life, light, and liberty; and if we 
w~uld not see our own beloved country again enslaved, let us resist every
thmg that leads towards it. A void the first step in the road to Rome, 
lesr, we, at last, get to Rome itself as so many others have done. 

The Lord bas said," Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil." 
There are many paths that lead astray. Let us then seek to be 
guided by His Holy Word, and ever pray, " Search me, 0 God, and 
know my heart, try me and know my thoughts, and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." 

[Thus far we have followed our Authoress in her meditations, we 
trust ,-rith profit. Some of her earlier thoughts, directly suggested by 
her motto-word "only," recall part of the Song of Vivian in the book 
bearing her name in the late Poet Laureate's "Idyls of the King:" 

'' It is the little rift within the lute 
The.t by-e.nd-bye will me.ke the music mute, 

And ever wi9e~ing, slowly silence e.11. 

The little rift within the lover's lute, 
Or little pitted speck on ge.rner'd fruit, 

That, rotting inwe.rd, slowly moulders a.11."J 

CHARACTERS THAT ARE SPECIALLY WELCOMED 
BY CHRIST. 

" THERE are some that are specially welcome to Christ, and speed 
well at 'the throne of grace.' 

"As, I. They that come when they can do nothing else; they that 
come to ' the throne of grace' as their last shift. ' We know not what 
to do, but our eyes are upon Thee,' said Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. xx. 12). 
Sincerest blessing, and strongest believing, is acted, when n. man bath 
no prop at all to lean upon, but God alone. Believing is called fleeing. 
'Who ha,e fl1Jd for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us' 
(Heb, vi. 12). Now who flees? Only he that can stand no longer, 
that is not able to deal with his adversary or danger ; that hath no 
hope of prevailing by his strength, and therefore betakes himself to his 
heels. It is men's great sin to endeavour to seek that elsewhere, that 
only is to be found here, mercy and grace. But 'tis the greatest sin of 
all, to count all lost, as long as this throne stands, and the Lord calls 
men to come to it. Be deeply humbled, and covered with shame, yet 
come notwithstanding. Such is the corruption of our hearts, 11nd the 
Lord seeth it well, that if sinners could find grace and mercy anywhere 
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else, they would never come to the throne of grace for it. Christ is the 
Jest shift of a di.stressed sinner, yet blessed be His Name, He welcomes 
the comer. The woman (Mark v. 25-35) tries many means ere she 
comes to Christ, yet sped well when she came at last. 

"2. They are welcome to the throne of grace, that come oftest and ask 
the greatest things. 'Tis otherwise in addresses to friends, or great men 
on earth. You may be welcome to them, if you come now and then, 
and if you ask little things ; but if you come daily, and ask great things, 
and grow in your suits, they would quickly be weary of you. But what 
saith the King on this throne of grace ? ' H ithtrto have ye asked 
nothing in My Nf!IIle; ask -aJ1d ye shitll receive, that your joy may be 
full' (John xvi. 24). Had not they asked formerly great things? that 
Be would expound His Word to them (Matt. xiii. 36); that He would 
teach them to pray (Luke xi. i.) ; that He would increarn their faith 
(Luke xvii. 5). But all this was as nothing to Christ, nothing in regard 
of the great things He bad to give, and they stood in need of. This is 
a great word of Christ's, 'Ask and I will give, and ye shall receive ; 
ask still more, and ye shall receive more, even till your joy be full.' 
The reason why our souls are so empty of joy, is, because our mouths 
are empty of prayer. Christ's love-quarrels with His people are three : 
1. That they do not ask great thinJ?S and often ; 2. That they do not 
receive when He is ready to give. Our narrow Hssels cannot take in 
large floods from the Fountain of living water. 3. That they do not 
praiEe for what they do receive. It is His due, our gt·eat duty, nnd onr 
great mercy. Both prayer and praise widen the heart for receiving 
more of Christ's fulness. 

" 3. They are specially welcome to the throne of grace, that come to 
stay, resolving never to leave it. That.not only come in at a pinch and 
strait, but come to abide there. Our Lord teacheth several parables, to 
encourage and direct us in plying the throne of grace (Luke xi. 5-13 ; 
and xviii. 1-8). Jacob was a blessed mfLn, and knew well the manner 
of this court, when he wrestled with the Angel (Gen. xxxii. 2±-30), 
and that· Angel was the King of the throne of grace (Hos. xii. 3-5 ). 
After a long night's wrestling, with weeping and supplications, saith the 
Lord, 'Let Me go, for the day breaketh.' Jacob answers, 'I will not 
let Thee go, except Thou bless me.' I will, or I wz'll not, looks like ill 
manners in speaking to God. He saith not, 'Bow can I bold Thee, if 
Thou hast a mind to go ? It is impoEsible thnt I can detain Thee. 
Can a man hold God, when He bath 11. mind to be gone?' But Jacob 
knew his Party, and perceived that He tried him, if he would part with
out a blessing. 'Nay,' eaith Jacob, 'if Thou ask my leave and con
srnt to part 110, I will never give it.' Let the d11y break, and the next 
night come, the great Blesser and the lame baiting Jacob shall never 
part, with Jacob's consent, witbo_ut a blessing. And he prevailed. He 
had got his father's blessing, by the cunning of his mother (Gen. xxvii. ). 
He had it a.gain ratified by his father (Gen. xxviii. 3, 4 ). He had the 
Lord's blessing (Gen. xxviii. 12-lG). He got it renewed ngain, on 
the Lord's calling him to return to Canaan (Gen. xxxi. 3). Yet he was 
Ill a new strait, and wanted a new blessing, and wrestled for it, and 
obtained it. Let all the seed of Jacob imitate bis practice, and they 
shall share in his blessing, and 'be fed with the heritage of Jacob their 
father,' us the word is (Isa. lviii. 14)."-R. Traill. 
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" As new born babe~, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye 
may grow thereby, if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious" 
(1 Pet. ii. 2, 3). The best of men on this side heaven have but a 
taste ; he is but in a tasting, desiring, hunO'ering, thirsting, ~nd growin~ 
condition. "These are part of His way;, but how little a portion is 
heard of Him" (Job xxvi). So, "we kpow but in part, and we 
prophesy but in part ; now we see through a glass darkly, but then face 
to face" (1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10, 12). The Lord gives out but little of Him
self here ; we see but the back parts of God ; the day is· not far off when 
we shall see Hi,s face. The best of Christ is behind, as the swettest 
honey lies at the bottom. Our greatest knowledge here is to know that 
we know rwthinq. The best of men are so full of tbe world and the 
vanitie~ thereof, ·that they are able to ta~e but little of God. Here God 
gives His people some testes, tha't they may not faint; and He gives 
them but a taste, that thty may long to be at home ; that they may 
keep humble ; that they may let loose from things below ; that they may 
not break and despise bruised reeds; and .that heaven may be the m01e 
sweet to them at last.-Thomas Brooks.. . 

"A ML"'s pride shall bring him low, but honour shall aphold the 
humble in ~pirit" (Pro,,. xxix. 23); "By humility, and the fear of the 
Lord, are riches and honour," &c. (Prov. xxii. 4). The Hebrew is, 
the heel of humility: riches and honour follow him et the very heels. 
One of the ancients used to say, that humility is the first, second, and 
third grace of a Christian. Humility is a very drawing grace ; it draws 
men to think well, and speak well, of Christ, the Gospel, and the people 
of God: it makes the very world to say, These are Christians indeed, 
they are full of light, and yet full of lowliness ; tht y are high iu 
worth, and yet humble in heart. 0, these are the crown and the glory 
of religion.-Thomas Brooks. 

THE PULPIT, ·rHE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

Seed-Time and Harvest : Autobiography 
of James Rennie, Colporteur. Morgan 
e.nd Scott, Paternoster Buildings. Ono 
shilling. 

WE knew tbis earnest Scotsman tvrenty
eigbt years since. He then periodically 
visited St. Ntots, and we and our late 
dear friend, Richard Bex, he.d frequent 
discu&sions with him. We were" byp~rs" 
of tbe most rigid type; be an enthusiastic 
young Christian of the evangelical sohool. 
Our vieflij a.re unchanged in spite of 
changing years. We are still e. "haru
shell" Baptist: he retain~ his earlf 
views. F'or the latter we are not alto
gether sorry ; fc r we loathe men who 
are al ways " badging" from creed to 
creed ; now high in doctrine and then 
low ; now practising Strict Communion, 
then rejoicing io the "large-hearted
ness '' which excludes none from Christ's 
Table. Those who look ~traight , n 

and walk in what light God is pleased 
to give them are greatly more to ou1· 
mind-be they Methodists or " Stan
dardites,'' Churchmen or " Brethren." 
Our friend then sold r1>ligious t ooks ar, 
discount prices to cottagers in the loce.liLy 
of Bi1;gleswade, spoke good words to all 
who would listen and preached in village 
chapels with some aceeptance and blesf
iag-his terms suiting the managers well, 
for be askeu nothin~ for such services. 
His own autobiographi~al booklet, 
"The Converted Shepherd Boy," issued 
more than e. quarter of n century since, 
has been edited and enlarged, and now 
lies before us, with telling illu~tration~, 
in bold typo and tasteful binding. All 
that refers to himself is bright and 
fresh, like e. breeze from his native 
bills. Somewhat artfully intersliced, 
notices of the "ScoLtish Tract and Book 
Society,'' of which ho is an agent., are 
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presented-but this is permissible, ns 
the work is on s1>le in ib interests. 
Twelvepence will be w.ill spent, and an 
hour's plelLSant reading ensured by the 
purcha3e of this honest and e~m ~st little 
volnme. 

The Life-Giving River. By W. A. Dale. 
L'.mdon: A. H. Stockwell. One 
shilling. 

THE Author here presents us with 
fifty-seven pages containing the sub
stance of a series of sermons \! P"n 
Ezek. xlvii. 9, "Everything shall live 
whither the River cometh." The River 
in qneition he reg,uds as a metaphor 
representing the operation of the Holy 
Spirit "on hearts and live3 "-conveying 
to the "souls of dying sinners the 
saving gifts of Goi "-and he dwdls 
on its source, its progres~, its destina
tion, and jts re3ult. The subject is 
treated in an evangelical and interesting 
manner, and though we should judge 
from the author's statement (page 28) 

that" the Rock of Ages was smitten of 
Goi •• for " the reader's transgre;ision i 
and for the sins of the whole world," 
that he holdi redemption b be uni
ver3al, there it little to which a Cal
vinist can take exception, and as little 
to support the Arcninian scheme, " which 
thing we hate.'" It is in short a g0od 
bJok, bnt it might have been better. 
Good sister Betsy in her garret home, 
and worthy old Thomas, as ne sits in the 
sunlight befora his cottage door, will 
read it with pl~a.sure, bat we think it a 
pity that a little more time and care 
were not expended to make it nsefal as 
n. fuller expJ3itioa of 1ui mteresting and 
important portion of the inspired volume. 
The writer's most conspicu >Ul failure 
arise3 from bis inabilit, to deal cm
sistently with a sustained and long 
drawn-oat metaphor-some of bis figura
tive idea9 being Lot a little mixed. He 
might, toJ, have avoidei calling a river 
11 virtuoui" (p3.ge 19), which is not his 
only minor blunier. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

WOOD GREEN". 
SPECIAL services in connection with 
the tenth a.nni versa.ry of the Tract 
Society and Open-air MissiJn were held 
at Park Ridings Ba.ptiit Cha.pal, on 
Tuesday, 2Hh Feb. Pastor E. Mitchell's 
text in the afternoon was Matt. xxviii. 
20," Lo, I am with you a.lwa.y, even unto 
tile end of the world." Our brother 
noticed the text as a promise, a promise 
of blessing, and that it was perpetual. 

After the friends had parb,ken of tea, 
the evening meeting was held. Pastor 
W. F. Waller presided. The hycnn, 
.. Grace, 'tid a charming sound," m11ode a 
suite.hie opening. The ever-fresh 55th 
oh~ter of I.aio.h was read, and brother 
J. Webb, of Cha.dwell-street, asked the 
Lord to bless us, 

The Chairman's remuks were in
teresting, especially the story he told of 
a little cripple boy desirous of serving 
J esu~, whilst in the hospital wrote texts 
of Scripture on slips of pa.per, and threw 
them out of the window. Some were 
picked up, and one in pa.rtioule.r was a 
means of great blessing, the effects of 
that blessing being very far-reaching. 
The Chairman SU!!"ll'ested this novel 
way of writing portions or the Word on 
shps of pa.per, and leaving them here 
and there. 

Brother Kyte, the secretary of the 
Society, rendered his report of the past 
Year's work. 0 ver 4,000 tracts ( Clteering 
Words) ha.d been distributed. In the 
January Number (1902), onr President 

and P,1,stcr wrote an appropriate and 
earnest letter, and it was printed and 
inserted in the cover. l'he title being, 
"Redeeming the Time." 

The report informed ns of the 
a.malga.m11,tion of the Tra.ct Sooiet y 
with Open-air Mi3sion. The Open-o.ir 
work, C!lorried on during the summer 
months with suitable weather, earnest
ness and nnity of spirit. There had been 
we~knels fdlt, but, when •• weak, then 
were we strong." 

Brother Axt8ll having remov~d from 
the neighbourhood, relinquished the 
p·Jst of treasurer, and another good 
brother had come fur ward and filled the 
gap. 

Whilst not being able to point to any 
particular instance of a soul being 
blessed, y.it we know not how far-reach
ing has been the influence of the sound
ing fJrth of the Guspel by tmct or lip, 
l'he large sweet factory, close by is a 
fresh field for service during the coming 
year, when it is hoped that some of the 
.; hands" mhrht be reached by the silent 
meRsenger of the Gospel. 

Finmcia.lly there was much to be 
thankful for. There being a balance in 
hand of £2 lls. 4~d. 

Pastor W. Chisnall said he was pleased 
to be present, and he me~nt it. Words 
from which he himself had derived 
considerable sweetness he desires to 8 ive 
as God's message to the workers at 
Park Ridings Ca.use. Hosea, vi. 3, •• Then 
shall we know, if we follow on to know 
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the Lord: His going forth is prepared 
11s the morning; and He shall come unto 
us as the rain. as the latter and former 
rain unto the ·earth." 

Pastor E. White. always a welcome 
.\'isitor. directed our minds to Psa. xlv. 
I.·· My heart Ni inditing a good matter: 
I speak of the things which I have 
made tonching the king: my ton11ue id 
the pen of a ready writer." 1. The King. 
Lift Him up. IVbat you have made 
touching the King. in Your own hf'.art'd 
experience. that •peak.· 2, The material, 
.. A good matter." 

Brother H. J. Wilemali'a text was 
•• Be not afraid. only believe." He 
emphasized the tact that our work could 
not be lost Sometimes we would be 
discouraged. Results were often wise]~ 
hidden. 

Brother Hutchinson ( p&stor), tendered 
fratern:il thanks to all who had come 
to help and cheer. He directed us to 
Eccle~. xi. I,·' Cast thy bread upon the 
waters: for thou shalt find it after· 
many days." He gave us a ·graphic 
picture of the seed-corn cast upon the 
rising Nile. He impressed upon us the, 
fact of the oommand, "Cast," aud 
brought forward the promise as our 
encouragement," Thon sbalt find it." 

Thus we trust our worker~ will go 
forth into the Home Mi,sion field with 
J resh impetus, more zeal and enthusiasm, 
knowing and realizing they have the 
word of the King of kings, .. nd Lord of 
lords. 

Collections realized .£2 Is. 7 d. 

THE ps.rents' meeting of Puk Ridings 
Sunday-school was held on Tuesday 
evening, Jan. 27th, under the presidency 
of our ve.stor, who gave an inspiriting 
arldress, taking for his text, I,!', Ix. 1. 
His remarks were very appropriate, and 
we pray that many of the friends who 
were i,reeent will be led to shine for 
Jesus. 

A homely address was next given by 
brother Mr. P. Chamber•, on •• 'fhree 
fathers and three mothers." 

Brother Turner spoke from Phil. iii.. 
13, 14, and the subject o! the Cbristian'd 
uce was very interesting. 

During the evening euitable recite.
tions were given by some of the 
scholare, and prizes were distributed. 
We were glad to meet the rarentsof our 
young friendP, and we trust that we 
me.y yet see that the gathering wae to 
our mutual benefit, and to our gracious 
God shall be e.ll the praise. · 

OABIB, NO. 2. 

SHOULDHAM STREET, W. - Our 
Benevolent Society held its New Year 
meeting on January 20th. The chair 
was occupied by Mr. Charles He.rriP, 
who, after brother Lucas engaging in 
prayer. read Pea. lxxii, nnd directed our 
thoughts to the sympathy and loving 

kindness of the qreat Kinir of kings. 
Mr. Dadswell fullowed with an ad
dress on Aots x. 38-the thorouirhly 
consistent, practical, and still· oon
t.inuing lire of tbe Lord Jesus. Mr. F. 
Grim wood spoke of 'Our work of faith, 
lat>our of love, aud pa.tience of hope" 
(I The~!!. i. 3J~tl)reo distinctive- ohar
e.cteristics to ca,use joy in the. hea.rts of 
those who receive, believ~,11,nd live upon 
the sacred truths. He has been pleased 
to reveal each one the outcome of the 
other~, and 11,ll so neoe9sary in real ser
vice for the Master. Stern persever~noe 
under (opposition, constre.ining love to 
Him and to each other for His sake, and 
patient continuity, _Mr. Voy3ey ~poke 
a few words on Psa. xlix. 8, exhnting 
us, while stretching out a helping hand 
in any tempore,l need, to remember to 
tell c,f J esu:; and Hie love, and so be the 
means of leading those whom we help 
to Him. Our dea.r pastor spoke a few 
cheering words wit_h regard to tbe work 
and tile workers from Neh. • iv. 6, and 
after his expressing thanks to the 
chairman and ministerial brethren for 
their earne,t, encouraging remark•, a 
very happy meeting we.• closed by sing
ing- the Doxology. Tlle ga.theriug wo.s 
small, but truly the Lord bad been with 
us. and we were greatly encouraged to 
"Go forward," believing that God will 
bless I-A. H. 

STRICT BA.PrIST MISSION. 
THE Young Pe•1ple's Conference W&9 
held at Mount Zion Chapel, Hill-street, 
on Tuesday, February 17th, 1903. 'flle 
President (pastor R. E. Sea.rs), vresided. 
Miesionary hymnd were sung ; 1 These. i. 
was the reading, and pastor S. 
Hutchinson asked for the Divine bless
ing-, 

The Chairman gave our young people 
a few words of welcome, wiahing e"ch 
God's blessing, and exhorting to hold 
fast the form vf sound words. 

Our este~med sister, Miss Hadley, of 
Shouldbam-street, read an excellent 
Paper on the subject of "OtberP,'' 
"He saved others" (Luke xxiii. 35). 
Through the whole of this Paper 
there breathed the Spirit of Christ. It 
we.s listened to with rapt attention, and 
signal vleasure. 

No disoussion followed; but brethren 
Whitaker (Wood Green), C. C. He,rria 
(Hill-street), H. S. Nunn (Chad well
street), S. Hutohinson, pastor ( Wood 
Green), Booth (Homerton Row), ex
pressed their gratitude and plee,sure in 
libtening to the handling of the subj,ct 
so ably. 

The other Paper we.s eque.lly well 
received. The subjeot was •· Some 
Essentials to Foreign Missionary Effort." 
Thoughts of a gra.oious and interesting 
charaoter olustered around our brother 
F. T. BartleLt'd three main essentials, 
viz. : Light, Love, and Loyalty. Empba· 
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sizing the terrible fignres-280 millions 
in India., a.nd a.bont 1,000 dying every 
bour,-he urged the neoessi ty for a. olea.r 
11,pprehension of the work in India., a.nd 
its subjects. Love to the Lord a.nd 
perishing souls, a.nd loya.lty to onr 
Grea.t Ca.pta.in a.nd Hea.d, a.nd to His 
noble serva.nts in India.. 

Brother W. S. Ba.ker(Cha.dwell-street), 
fired with zea.l a.nd enthnsia.sm, referred 
to onr Missiona.ry enterprize, the com
mission a.nd the exa.mple. (1) Tha.t it 
should .hold the first pla.ce in onr lives. 
(2) Tha.t it does not do so. (3) Wha.t is 
the remedy for it? This wa.s a.nswered 
by the illustra.tion of the few loaves 
11,nd sma.11 fishes with the Lord's bless
in,r. 

Brother Nunn ma.de 11, specil\l a.ppeal 
for more pra.yer-meetings, a.nd moved, 
11,nd brother C. C. Ha.rris seconded tha.t 
snob be held simalta.neously a.t the 
different ChurcbeP, espeoia.lly to a.sk the 
Lord to thrust others into the Mission 
fi.,ld a.nd join ha.nds with our beloved 
Mii3iona.ry. 

Brother Cha.mbera moved that a. 
hearty vote of tha.nks be tendered to the 
fri~nds a.t Hill-street, a.nd a.lso iatima.ted 
that brother Nunn's suggestions shoald 
he brought before th.e Committee. 
Brother Millwood snita.bly a.cknow
ledged. 

The President closed the meeting by 
pra.yer. Friends from severa.l Churohe~, 
a.na a. good number of young people 
were a.lso noticed. "Thy kingdom 
come," pra.ya P, J.C. 

WEST HAM. 
.. This dBy aho.l! be nnto yo-i for o. 

memorit1.l." 
ON Tneada.y, Ma.rob 7th, speoia.l servioes 
of a.n interesting oha.ra.oter were held in 
connection with the erection of the new 
BBnotna.ry, to be known a.a Wedt Ha.m 
Baptist Ta.berna.ole. 

It wa.s a.t first intended to hold the 
Bfternoon service on the site of the new 
building, but the wea.ther did not per
mit of this being done. A good oompa.ny, 
however, a.ssembled to witness the cere
mony, a.nd the four memori!!>l stones 
were deola.red well and traly laid by 
Mrd, Stockdale (widow oh latedeaoon); 
Mr. W. J. i!tyle~, for some years pa.stor 
of the Church; Mr. O1key, for ma.ny 
ve11rs an active worker; and Mr. 
Upsdale, the highly-esteemed Superin
tendent of the Sunda.y-sohool. 

When the fonrth stone had been laid 
the friends joined in singing: 

"Grace o.11 the work• ahBll crown, 
Throngh everlo.sting dBys: 

It lays in heaven the topmoat stone, 
And well deserves the praise," 

~nd then adjourned to the temporary 
iron building, which commodious struc
ture was nearly filled. The meeting 
Was presided over by Mr. W. J. Styles. 
After reading P~a. Jxxii, the cho.irman 

called on Mr. Upsda.le to a.ddress the 
meeting. Mr, Upsdale referred in 
affectionate terms to his late colleague, 
Mr. Stockdale, saying how he would 
ha.ve rejoiced to see this day, The 
speaker went on to say that when the 
erecting of 11, new sanctaary was contem
plated he hoped he might see the work 
cotnmenced, and now he had been spared 
to s..e this he hoped he might Ree ite 
completion. He thanked God for all 
that had been achieved, and believed 
that 11, bright future was before them 
as 11, Church. They must not, however. 
rest upon organisa.tion, bot upon the 
Spir,t of God. 

M:r. O.i.key followed with an inter• 
esting account of the commencement of 
the school, reforred to the work accom
plished there, and hoped for grea.t 
things in connection with the new 
sanctnary. 

Mr, Styles then gave a.n instruoti ve 
address from the words inscribed on thP 
•tone laid by him-'' Jehovah Shalom." 
He spoke of the blesei ng 11, well ordered 
Nonoonformist Church was to a 
ne1ghbonrhood, and went on to address 
us upon '· Pe~c11" -in oonnection with 
the salvation of sinners, in connection 
with the experience of GJd's ohildren, 
and among the people. 

The evening meeting wa~ presided 
over by pastor R. E. Sears. He wa.s ~lad 
to be with the friends at West Ham. 
espeoia.lly for two rea.sons: They had a 
sound creed-they had 11, missionary 
spirit. 

The treasurer gave an account of the 
fina.noial position, whioh showed £1,.,00 
remained to be raised. The building is 
freehold, and the total, with site, cost 
about £4,500. 

Addresses were given by brethren 
Colla, Billi, J.E. Flegg, and Chilvers, 

In the evening the ohapel was quite 
full. The proceeds of the day amounted 
to £186 l 7s., and very heartily the 
oongregation joined in singinir, •· l'raise 
God from whom all blessinga flow." 

MOUNT ZION (CHADWELL·STIIEET), 
-The Gospel Miseion, carried on in 
White Lion-street, in connection with 
the above Church, held its 7th annual 
meeting in the Cha.pal. on Thursday, 
Ma.rob 5th, the pastor, }ir. E. Mitchell, 
presided. The seoretarv read 11, brier 
report of the yeo.r's efforts, and the 
trea.surer, Mr. E. WalliP, gave the cash 
sta.tement, showing at wha.t a small 
ontla.y the blessings of the pare Gospel 
of salvation mo.y be told forth in the 
dark places of this i;rrea.t city. Brethren 
J, Hodges, J, Mayhew, J. G. Maokenz,e, 
and W. S. Baker g11,ve addresse@, setting 
forth the power of the Gospel, and full 
of helpful, stimulating truth@, calcu
lated to encourage those who are 
engaged in this servioe of love for their 
Lord and Saviour, The friends present 
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sbewed their sympathy and encourage
ment by again providing the funds 
needed to oarry on the work. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF 
METROPOLITAN ASl:'IOCIA TION 

STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
UNDER the auspices of the above, a 
meeting was held on Friday evening 
Feb. 27th, at Mount Zion Chapel, Chad~ 
well-street, when pastor J.E. Flegg, of 
Wandsworth Common, gave au admir
able lecture, entitled, "The Fight for 
Freedom in the 17th Century.'' 

Pastor R. Mutimer presicied on the 
oooasion, and about one hundred and 
twenty persons present, among whom 
were a goodly number ot young men. 

The Lecturer kept hie audience in 
wrapt attention and stillneas for fully 
an hour as be took his hearers in a. most 
interesting manner through the history 
from the accession of James I. to the 
Cromwellian period. 

We take this opportunity of express
ing the hope that m:.ny of our Sunday
schools will avail themselves of the 
privilege of hearing this lecture by 
engaging our brother Flegg to deliver 
it in their chapels. 

The Sunday-school Committee are 
arranging further lectures and con
ferences to which we hope all Sanday
school workers and sympa.tbisers witl 
attend. H. TYDEMAN CHILVERS, 

Hon. Sec. 

BERMONDSEY (SPA·B0AD). - Ser
vices commemorating the 5th anniver
sary of t-be pa.stora.te ·of A. Steele, we!"e 
held on Sanday, March lot, and Tues
day. March 3rd. Un Sunday two sermons 
were preached by the i,astor. Morning: 
1 Kings xviii. 43, 44 ; evening : 1 Peter 
ii. 7. On Tuesday afternoon a sermon 
was preached by Mr. W. J. Styles from 
Judges v. 23, 9, noticing :-(1) 'fhe 
great duty indicated; (2) The delection 
blamed; (3) An awful denunciation. 
This characteristic sermon was listened 
to with marked attention and interest 
by a !a.irly good congregation. After 
the usual tea a public meeting was held, 
presided over by Mr. F. J. Catchpole, who 
read part of Matt. xiii. and called upon 
brother J. Hall to pray. The pastor then 

. briefly indicated some of the encoura
ging features of his past year's labours. 
The chairman followed with some 
spiritual and cheering remarkP, 011 the 
worde, •• Gather the wheat into my 
barn.'" Brother Dadswell spoke from 
the words found in Col. ii. 7. 
Brotbei StyleP, on P•a. cxxii. 9, and 
brother CbilverP. on John v. 17. Here a 
break in the regulated cour8e of the 
programme occurred by the chairman 
calling upon deacon Stevens to address 
the meeting. To the unfeigned surprise 
of at least one, the brother in a few 
kindly words asked the acceptance by 

the pastor of a purse oontaining Ten 
Guineas as a token of affectionate appre
oiation from the members of the Churoh 
and Congregation, and Sundar•school 
The pastor, not quite himsel at thi~ 
juncture, received this gift with ex
pressions of heartfelt gratitude for the 
kindly and sympathetio spirit that 
prompted so substantial an illustration 
of their feelings towards him. The pro
gramme was resumed by brother Jones 
who addressed the meeting from tb~ 
words," My delight is in her" (Isa. lxii. 
4). Brother Mitobell gave the conclud
ing addrese, on "Give Me to drink" 
(John iv. 7). Without exception, 
the addresses were good, very good ; and 
were highly appreciated by a large 
gathering ot' friends, old and new, who 
had come once more to evince their in
terest in the Cause, and. their friendly 
sympathy with brother Steele, on the 
conolusion of five years' ministry at 
Spa-road. The pastor thanked the ohair
ma.n, the speakers, and all who had in 
various ways contributed to what was 
folt to be a most successful and 
spiritually profitable meeting. The 
tote.I collections for the anni vereary 
services were announced by the chair
man to amount to £15. 'l"he Doxology 
and Benediction brought the happy 
meeting to a conclusion. 

NUNHEADGREEN.-The first anni
versary of the formation of the Bible
class of the above was held on Wednes
day, F.,bruary, lltb, in the schoolroom 
a.Ltacbtd to the chapel. The meeting. 
which was preceded by a tea, at which 
36 sat down. commenced at 7.30 p.m, 
the Presiden·t (pastor J. R. Debnam) 
taking the cbair. In bis opening re
marks the pastor stated that be had 
only ta.ken up the pastorate two or 
three weekd when be was approached by 
several who expressed the desire that i> 

week-day Bible-class should be formed. 
He went on to say what pleasure that 
desire had given him, and how he felt 
sure that God had blessed the meetings. 
The secretary's review on the olass 
during its first year showed a healthy 
state of a.ffaire, as the following itrms 
from the report will prove :-The 
number of members on the rolls stood 
at 28; the average a.ttendanoe was 19; 
20 papers were read-11 of these by lady 
membere,-and only four subjects were 
introduced without papers bemg given. 
An interesting epi•ode took place 
during the meeting, illuetrative of the 
nonfidence placed by the members in 
their President and the esteem with 
which they held him, was the presenta· 
tion of a handsome study cabinet to Mr. 
Debnam, accompanied by a framed 
illuminated o.ddrese. executed by one of 
the members (Mr. It Allen), 8peeobes 
were given by Mr. Akehurst and Mr. W. 
Mendbam, and these, with the other 
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addres@e~, &o., menLioned, were inter• 
spersed with tb.e singing of anthems by 
the members. nnder the able condnctor
ship of Mr. H. S. Weedon The singing 
of the hymn, "The .day is past and 
over," in which all joined, followed by 
the Benediction, concluded a 11:.ost 
profitable and eujoyahle evening.-
8. B. 

MEl'ROPOLI'fAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPI'lSI' CHURCHES. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS AT ZION, 
Nxw CROSS. 

THE second Tuesday in March is u. 
day looked forward to by many with 
pleasnrable anticipation, affording, as 
it does, an opportunity for fraternal 
greeting and social interooti.rse. 

On the 10th. March last, notwithstand
ing the unfavourable conditions, so far 
as weather was concerned, a good 
oomp11ny assembled throughont the day 
at Zion, New Cross-road. 

At the morning meeting most of the 
Associated Churches were represented. 

The opening hymn having been sung, 
and the 122nd Pealm read by the 
President (Pastor H.. Mntimer), prayer 
was offered by brother E. Mitchell. 

The Chairman, in welcoming the 
Pastors and Delegates, referred to the 
outlook, and the need for pressing for
ward. There were two items of intelli
gence· fnrnished by brother Mntimer, 
one very sad, and the other pleasing. 
All were grieved to hear of the serions 
acoident from which the esteemed 
secretary to the Loan Fund, b"rother J. 
J. Fromow was suffering,• and which 
prevented his beingpresentatthe meet
ings. Onr brother was missed, and 11 
telegram expressing the sympathy of 
the pastors and delegates assembled 
was despatched to him. The pleasing 
news, for which we pro.ise God, wo.s, 
tho.t our deo.r br<>ther Marsh wo.s now 
cured. . 

The report wo.s reo.d by the Secreto.ry. 
On the whole it was so.tisfaotory, but it 
is hoped that the ne~d of teachers in 
our Sunday-schools will be laid to heart 
seriously, espeoi11lly by any who mo.y be 
o.sking, •• What shall I do, Lord?" 

The newly-chosen pastor at Fulho.m, 
~Ir. A. Andrews, received o. ·warm 
welcome by the P"resident. 

The reRult or the nomino.tion for 
President o.nd Vice-President wo.s o.s 
follows :-Brethren White, Mitchell, 
Belcher, and Jones. 

While the votes for Presidency were 
being counted we were favoured with 11 
brief stimulo.tingadclress by Mr. Cattell, 
of Bessells Green. Various mo.tters of 
business having been disposed or, the 
following important resolutions were 
po.seed:-

1. "That this Assooio.tion heartily 

• Our brotl,er bns since passed awo.y. 

sympo.thises with those who, feeling 
the injnstices or the Edncation Act to 
be intolerable, will, on conscientious 
gronnds, refnse vol nn te.ry payment of 
tb.e Ednco.tion Ro.te ro.tb.er than actively 
o.ssist in propogo.ting doctrines which 
o.re diametrico.lly opposed to their most 
sacred convictions." 

2. "That Monda.y the 23rd Ma.rch, 
bei.ng two days previons to tb.e Act 
coming into opera.tion, 11 portion of it be 
set apart for special pnblic prayer for 
Divine interposition in this m«tter in 
1111 onr respective places of worship.•· 

The invitation to hold our Half
Yearly meeting at Hill-street was 
·cordially accepted. 

At the afternoon meeting, the 
President for 1903-4, pastor R. E. Sears 
was in the chair, and after reading Pda.. 
xlviii. called upon pa.stor T. Jones to 
lead ns in prayer. 

The Chairman, after II few intro
dnctory remarks go.ve a. very hearty 
welcome to the brethren who bad come 
to represent the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Association, viz., pastor Ed!!erton, of 
R11ttlesden, and pastor Stoc1<er, of Stow
mo.rket. 

During the afternoon the statistics, 
and II digest of the letters from the 
Churches was reo.d. 

Tb.e first address was by l\lr. Andrews, 
pastor of tl:.e Church o.t Fulham, from 
the wordP, "Ye are My witnesses." He 
said these words referred to the Church, 
which, from the first verse we found, 
consisted of 11, people created-new 
created-a. people tormed-o. people 
called, and II people redeemed. It applies 
not only to tho~e who preo.ch the Word, 
but everyone in whoee heo.rt is toe 
grace of life, whatever position. s_llch 
may occupy. Some occupied pos1t10ns 
who did not possess grace, but the 
words did not apply to them. Some 
could not speo.k much of the Lord, but 
they witnessed by their walk. Some 
were called to labour in His vineyard, 
and thus witness for Him. These were 
to witness to the truth of God. Thy 
Word is truth. Not II part of it, but the 
whole "tho.tto the righteous it shall be 
well, ~nd to the wicked it shall be ill." 
A witness testifies of what he knows, 
hence we must know the truth by 
experience. He must be taught by ~he 
infallible Teacher. How oo.n men te~t1~y 
of salvation. who know not what 1t 1•. 
The witnessing shonld be, not in harsh
ness, but in love and faithfulness. 

We then listened to one of the visitors 
from Suffolk, Mr. Edgerton. llis_top_io 
was " What is the seo.t of authority Ill 
reli~ion,·• and upon this he ~eli_vered 11 
stirring speech. Af_ter rem~nding the 
friends ot the audo.c1ous olo.1ms of the 
Ritualists which was one with that of 
Rome viz.' that it is the Church. which 
we repudi~ted, as also the claim that it 
rests in Christio.n coneciou~ness, he 
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went on to speak of the Bible, the Word 
of God, as the seat of auth·ority, and 
dealt with its inspiration. In the course 
of his remarks our brother referred to 
the Education Act, and the teaching in 
village Church schools, declaring him• 
self on the •ide of passive resistance. 

Pastor F. Fells, of High bury, followed. 
Referring to some observations of the 
previous speaker, he said it was stated 
that the Church of Rome has had con
versions from all classes of people, but 
they could not trace the conversion of 
a Calvinist. If that be true, and he had 
no reason to doubt it, it showed 
Calvinism made strong character. Our 
brother delivered a thoughtful address 
upon the condition of the disciples 
when they received the Holy Ghost. 
They were bidden by the Master to 
tarry in Jerusalem until endued with 
power from on high. We need to tarry. 
They were obedient to the Divine in
struction in tarrying. They were of 
one accord, there was no jarring note, 
no division, and then the Holy Ghost 
came upon them. Said the speaker, 
Nothing can take the place of the Holy 
Ghost. He believed in organization, in 
education, &o., bot none of these things 
oould take the place of the Holy Ghost. 
We may lay too mnoh stress upon 
organization, and forget that the 
imi,ortant need is the Holy Ghost. In 
another place we see that while they 
were praying the place was shaken, and 
they were all filled with . the Holy 
Ghost, and with great power the 
apostles bore witness to the resurrection, 
and great grace was upon them. We 
need greater power, greater grace, that 
we may be of greater use ; and for this 
we need to be instant in prayer, for the 
promise is, "If ye then being evil know 
how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more will your 
Heavenly Father give His Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him." 

The other visitor from Suffolk ea.me 
next. Pastor S. B. Stocker, after refer• 
rin11; to the work in Saffolk, and its 
difficulties, went on to speak of some 
secrets of a powerful ministry, touchio g 
upon the following points :-The themt,, 
not self, but Christ-,elf must be kept 
in the background, and Christ exalted; a 
clearer understanding of the Word, and 
faith in it; much prayer, and a oon
sisten t walk. 

It wa.s a.n unexpected plea.sure to have 
the preoence of our brother Ward, or 
La.xfield, and we were glad he was woll 
enough to be at the meeting. A few 
homely words from him brought to a. 
close the afternoon ·s profitable meeting. 

In the evening, brother R. E. Sears 
a.gain presided. 

After a vote of thanks to the friends 
at Zion, for entertaining the Associa• 
tion, the President. .. delivered his 
inaugural address, which wa.s followt:d 

by two pa.pere, one by pastor .T. Jones, 
on "The Spiritual Temperature of the 
Churoh," and the other by pastor E. 
White, on·• The Need of an Evangelistic 
Spirit in our Churches." 

The oollections for the day amounted 
to £23 18;. Sd. J.E. F. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. ANDREWS 
AS PASTOR AT EBENEZER, 
LILLIE-ROAD, FULHAM. 

RECOGNITION services in connection 
with the settlement of Mr. A. Andrews 
as pastor were held on Tuesday, Feb. 10, 
1903. Mr. J. Jarvis, of Greenwich, 
preached in the afternoon from Ephes. 
iv. 11, 12. The sermon was much en
joyed. A goodly number of friends sat 
down to tea. 

The evet11ng meeting was presided 
over by brother R. Mutimer, ot Brent
ford, and was commenced by singing 
the hymn, •· Kindred in Christ," &c. 
'fhe chairman read Acts ii., from the 
37th verse. 

Brother VI'. P. Goodley sought the 
Divine blessing. 

After the singing of the well-known 
hymn, "Come, 'fhou Fount," &c., 
brother Mutimer heartily congratu
lated the Church upon the choice of 
brother Andrews as pastor, and hoped 
the union would be a lasti1.,.g one. He 
urged the people to support him both 
by their presence at the servici:s and 
also by their prayers. He said the 
words of our Lord recorded in. Matt. 
xxviii. seemed exactly suitable to the 
occasion. Upon these words he made a 
few remarks, and then ea.lied upon the 
pa.&tor to give an account or his call by 
grace, his call to the ministry and to 
the pastorate. Our brother spoke of 
the .Lord's gracious dealings with him 
both in grace and providence, as 
follows :-liod has various ways by 
which to bring His children out of 
nature's d11,rkness into His marvellous 
light, and I suppose, of that number 
which no man oan number, there are 
not two thu have been brought from 
darkness into light in exactly the same 
way, We dare not set up a standard of 
experience and say that we must attain 
to that stand11,rd, or we are out of the 
secret. Coming to my own case, the 
words in Deut. xxxii. 10 suit me well : 
He founcl me in a desert land, and in a 
waste howling wilderness; He led me 
about, .lie iDbtructed me, yes, and I ce,!1 
say .lie has kept me as the apple ot His 
eye. Iu early life I never could enter 
into sin with that ~ame ease as my com· 
panions, though with them, and oft· 
times in siu, there wus a vricking of 
conscience; and I remember very well 
that after having done anything that 
was wrong, L would often seek a pla~e 
of seclusion end grieve over it ID 
silence. Notwithstanding this, sin was 
a pleasure, and would have been up to 
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the present de.y he.d not God given me 
e. be.tred of it. On one occasion I he.d 
been ree.ding e. book the.t I found e.t 
home, e.nd e.fter ree.ding the.t book one 
night I woke np from e. dree.m, e.nd 
those things the.t I he.d been ree.ding 
were e.11 before me. I we.a in terror of 
mind, e.nd so continued for some de.ye ; 
but tbe.t gre.dne.lly po.seed e.we.y. About 
this time I e.ttended with my parents 
e.t the Aesembly Rooms, Fe.versbe.m, in 
Kent, which is my native ple.ce, and 
there e. Mr. Gilbert we.a pree.cbing from 
the 2nd verse of the 40th Psalm ; and as 
he described the che.racters that 'were 
in the "horrible pit" and the "miry 
clay," I felt the.t I we.a one of them. 
This also, as time went on, we.s gradu
ally forgotten by me. The most 
piercing conviction of my young de.ye 
was one winter afternoon, when I he.d 
been ple.ying- with my com'pe.nions in 
the snow. It we.s getting de.rk, and e.s 
they went to their homes instead of 
going indoors, I went e.nd sat on e. stile, 
and as I sat there I heard e. noise, and 
this thought came into my mind, "It 
is the trump of God the.t shall sound in 
the le.st de.y.'' I cannot describe my 
feelings e.t the.t time. I held to the 
fence, I looked e.bont me, fully expect
ing that ere long I should hear that 
dreadful sentence, "Depa.rt, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil e.nd his angels," and I kntiw and 
felt even then that if it we.a the case it 
would be just. After e. while the noise 
ceased. l went indoors, fully expecting 
those inside to speak about it, but not a 
word was said ; no, the.t noise we.a for 
me, I was in terror for me.ny de.ye, and 
was thought to he ill. No one knew 
concerning it ; I could not open my 
mind to anyone e.t the.t time, and thti 
thought ot it he.a never entirely left me. 
Shortly e.fter this my life we.a on two 
occasions in danger. I ho.d been enticed 
by my companions one Sunday evening 
to go for e. walk with them. Returning 
home when it- was dark, it was neces
eary, to se.ve e. long diste.nce round, to 
cross e. re.ii we.y tre.ck. As we were 
about to oross, there we.a coming from 
Dover to London the Dover Boe.t 
EKpress, o.nd, e.s it came e.long, we, e.s 
boys, wu1tld cross the line before it co.me 
by. In crossing, my foot tripped ;none 
ut the re.ils, e.nd I we.a thrown over the 
rails o.s the tre.in po.seed by, On e.nother 
ocoe.sion these so.me compe.nicns en
ticed me-instee.d of going to Sunday
school-to go for e. he.the in the Cretk 
e.t Fe.versham. Here I got beyond my 
depth, e.nd into the soft mnd, and the 
more I struggled to get out of it the 
more I se.nk into it. Hee.ring my cries 
for help, these compe.nions with diffi
culty were e.hle to pull me out, the 
we.ter being e.hout my chin. No one 
knew of this. But bow I now look 
be.ck e.nd see the preserving he.n.i of e. 
gracious covene.nt God in those days 

when I we.s a hoy. When I was about 
15 the Lord opened e. way in His 
providence for me to remove from my 
no.tive ple.ce to ChathRm. My employer 
thore we.s e. very religions man, and 
he soon converted me ; but I had to 
prove it we.s only man's conversion. I 
became very pleased with myself and 
my religion e.bout this time; that was 
in the summer of 1888. In the follow
ing March I went to Faversham for a 
short holiday, and while there I • at
tended with my fe.ther at the Assembly 
Rooms again. Mr. Middleton was 
preaching that de.y. I could not tell 
you what from, hnt I know that his 
preaching shook the foundation of my 
conversion e.nd made me dis,ati,fied 
with my religion, for at that time I 
attended with the "Brethren.'' After 
the service I said to my father, •· This 
preaching is so different to what I 
he.ve been accustomed to." He said, 
"There is a place in Chathe.m where 
you can hear snch preaching," n;eaning 
"Enon." On my return to Chatham, 
being dissatisfied with what I was 
hearing, one Sonday evening I deter
mined to find "Enon,'' Chatham. 
There is one friend here to-night who 
stood at the door that Sunday evening, 
ancl showed me into his seat. Our 
friendship has never been broken eince, 
and I hope it never will ; I believe it is 
cemented in the things of God. Mr, 
Bonney was preaching tho.t Sunday 
evening from Matt, xiv. 24, "But the 
ship was in the midst of the sea 
tossed with waves, for the wind was 
contrary." During the next week I 
had many of those opposite winds to 
contend with. The people with whom 
I lived, and by whom I was employed, 
said they would rather be infidels than 
believe in euch awful doctrines as 
were l reached at "Enon," s.nd through
out that week I endured bitter pers£• 
cution on account of it. The next 
Lord's-day morning I felt in e. fix, 
I thought, "Well, now, if I go with 
them it will he more comfortable for 
me here.'' But I promised Mr. Co.see 
that I would go to •· Enon '' to-day, and 
at last the promise prevailed, and 
shortly after the Lord opened for me 
the way to change my situation. That 
was the year 1889, a very memoro.hle 
year for me, for in the September of 
that yeal' brother Beecher, who is 
here to-night, was engag-ed to supply at 
'' Enon," Chatham. As I sat in o. corner 
see.t there I heard these words given 
out as a text-" For the wages of sin is 
death, hut the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord" 
(Rom. vi. 23). I did not hear much 
about the last sentence, but every word 
of that first sentence as it was given out 
spoke condemnation to me, and every 
word that was uttered upon that first 
sentence that night confirmed the con
demnation in my own heart. All those 
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de.ye which I he.ve referred to ea.me 
before me. It wa.s 11, terrible night in 11, 

donble sense. A fee.rful storm raged 
throughout thi> country, but there was 
a greater storm within. The storm 
outside, the thunder, the vivid light
ning, added terror t6 the other. The 
next day these words confirmed the 
p_revious ~vening'e text-"The soul that 
smneth, 1t shall die" (Ezek. xviii. 4). 
Now tlia,t (I thought) is me; these two 
me~sages. one says "The wages of sin 
is deatb," and the other declares, "The 
soul thatsinneth, it ehall die," and now 
I felt I must die. But the Lord was 
pleased ere long to bring me from this 
condition, and the Thursday of that 
same week, when feeling depresep,d and 
sore broken inwardly, while in the 
cellar of the shop where I was em
ployed, these words came "Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" (Psa. 
l. 15). Lord, if Thou hast said I shall 
glorify Thee. "I shall not die according 
to those sentences." With these words 
I felt a burden lirted from my mind, 
and experienced nearness to the throne 
of grace. Shortly after this the matter 
of baptism was laid upon my mind,and 
continued so for a long time. In due 
course it was made very clear to me by 
the words, ·• Ca~t in thy lot among us" 
(Prov. i. 14). I gave my name in to the 
deacons at·• Eno11," was accepted by the 
Church and baptized (with one who is 
now my partner in life) by Mr. Dale, 
now of Lynton - road, Bermond11ey. 
Before this, while engaged in the 
Sabbath-school, Mr. Ebenezer Cas9e, 
who was superintendent, week after 
week would come to the vestry where I 
had my class and say, '' Will you give 
the address to-day ? ·• I said, •·No, I 
cannot," but I always felt very uneasr 
afterwards, and wondered whether I 
had rlone right or not, One afternoon 
be opened the vestry door and said 
"You 111u,t give the address to-day,'1 

and walked to the other end of the 
school. I tried, and for about fifteen 
minutes attempted to speak to· the chil
dren from this-" Jesus, tba Sinnar's 
Friend." This bas been my theme ever 
since, and I hope by God's grace it will 
be. I we.a asked frequently to spee.k to 
the children, I think a.bout once a fort
night, until by God's providence I we.s 
removed to Tunbridge Wells. There my 
soul was greatly blessed under the 
ministry of Mr. John Newton, of Han
over Chapel, and while there the work 
of the ministry was much upon my 
mind. I spe11t hours a.lone on the 
common, pleading with God the.t if it 
was of the flesh He would remove it, 
but if it we.a of Him He would increase 
it-and it did increase. Age.in, in the 
providence of God I was removed in 
Middlesex, and while there I we.a a.eked 
to speak to a few people who met in e. 
room. My preaching was not generally 

received, and I went a few times only. 
While spending e. short bolide.y 11,t 
Fe.versba.m one Lord's-day, during the 
morning eervice, the old deacon ea.me 
a.cross the room and said to me, " I &tn 
going to give it out tbe.t you will 
preach here this afternoon, instead of 11, 
pre.yer-meeting." I said," No, you must 
not do that, I oe.nnot pree.ob." " I e.m 
going to," be said, and so be did. I at 
once accused my eldest brother of 
having 11, hand in that matter, but he 
was a.• much ~urprised as myself, a.nd 
the.t 11,fternoon I spoke from tbeee 
word~, "Beloved, now are we the eons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear wha.t 
we ~hall be: but we know that, when 
He she.II appear, we she.ll be like Him; 
for we shall see Him &B He is" (1 John 
iii. 2 ), Shortly after this e. Mr. Re.wden 
(who lived at Canterbury, and fre
quently supplied at Faversham) was 
taken ill, e.nd I we.s written to to fulfil 
his eng&gements. But before I he.d 
fulfilled these enge.gements, another 
removal in providence occurred. I had 
been employed for a little while in 
Che.tbam Doukye.rd. But one day 11, 
gree.t me.ny were dische.rged, and I we.a 
une of them; but the Lord opt:ned a 
we.y for me e.t Brighton. When I got 
there I said to myself.No one here shall 
ever know the.t I have attempted to 
preach. Those engagements at Faver
sbe.m be.ve never been fulfilled; it is a. 
sure proof I he.ve not been sent. But 
one Friday evening, to my surprise, l 
received a note from Mr. Guy, now of 
Gravesend, then pe.stor at Uckfield, 
Sussex, -a.eking me to supply there. 1 
replied tbe.t if he could not get anybody 
by Se.turde.y evening I would try. lie 
could not, e.nd that Lord's-day I went 
to U ck field. Shortly after, my t:;a.bbatba 
were fully engaged in the villa.gee 
round ·Brighton and in other parts of 
Sussex, e.nd during the nine years that 
I lived in lirighton 11,nd Ee.st Grinstead 
I he.d but very few ve.ce.nt Sunde.ye. 
Now this brings me to my ooming to 
Fulham, which is a very important 
matter, The first link in this chain was 
my becoming e.cqnainted with our 
brother Fowler, one of the dee.cons of 
thiR Church. It was in the summer of 
1898, the first Sunde.y in July, I was 
disengaged, and the.t Sunde.y our 
brother was supplying at East Grin• 
stead. Being at home, it was arranged 
that he ahould spend the day with me, 
and so we beoamll acquainted, but did not 
see very much of ea.oh other within the 
next two years. In the summer of 1900 
an old friend of the Ca.u9es at East 
Grinstead and Lingfield passed away in 
the verson of Mr. King, and it was 
arranged that I should oome up to 
attend the funeral. While in Nunbea.d 
Cemetery I again met (beside thf grave 
of our old frienrl Mr. King) broth~r 
Fowler, e.nd, as I had a little time to 
spare, we spent it togrther in the 
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Oemetery. Mr. Fowler asked me, 11,s on;, I terione way," Mr. F. T. Newman eonght 
• of thedeaoons herl', whether, if itshonld . Goci'a blessing on tbe union. 

meet with the approval of hie fellow- I Addresses snita.ble to the occasion 
deaoone, I would oome and supply at were then delivered by brethren 
Ebenezer one Wednesday evening. To Bellcher, Dolbey, Jarvie, and J. E. 
thid I consented. Shortly after I had Flel!'g, 
11,letterasking me to come on Wednesday After singing" All hail the power of 
evening, August 22nd, 1900. That was Jesu's name," brother Ackland closed 
my first viait here, and I remember the this very happy and solemn meeting 
exeroises of mind I had previously. I with prayer. 
did not know very mnch about The collection• for the pa~tor 
London, or any of its surroundings, amounted to .£6 14s. 
whether thie wae 11, large or 11, email It wae truly felt that the Lorci's 
chapel. I verily believe the I..ord presence and 1,leesing was with and 
helped me that night, as I tried to npon us. We were greatly cheered by 
speak from the worde, "The King bath seeing MO good 11, company present. many 
brought me into Hie chambers" (Song of whom had travelled a distance to 
of Solomon i. 4). I preached again in ehow their love and sympathy with onr 
November. Aboutthietimetheqneetion pastor. A. E. P. 
of enpplying in the year 1901 wae put to 
me, or I was written about it-I am not 
sure which. I had six Sundays open for 
1901, and it was arranged that in addi
tion to these I should come about once 
11, month on week-evenings. I was asked 
-I think about May or Jone-if I would 
come more frequently the first three 
months of the f"llowing year, 1!102. I 
wa•, however, mnch opposed to coming 
to Fulham. My mind was in another 
direction, I did uot want to come to 
Ebenezer. I told them I would rather 
wait 11, little lonirer. In July. 1901, I 
received 11, letter from the Chnroh here 
that it was their nnanimoue wieh I 
ehonld come two Sundayd and one week
evening each month for the first three 
months of 1902, and they hoped that 
afterwards the way might be clear for 
them to give me an invitation with 11, 

view to the paRtorate. I wrote accept
ing this invitation. I oame accordingly 
during the first three months of last 
year as arranged. On Maroh 18th laet 
I reoeived 11, letter from the Churoh 
expressing their unanimous wieh th11,t I 
should preach three months, with 11, 
view to the pastorate. Not seeing my 
way olear to do this, I wrote that I 
should be willing to supply the irreater 
part of the y~.i.r. As this was agreeable 
to the friends, I ooutinned to preach 
here, with the exception of three or four 
Lord'~·day~. There was 11, closer drawing 
together and manifest signs that God 
was blessing His Word, six friends 
uniting with the Churoh, and at the end 
of September I received 11, unanimous 
invitation to the pastorate, which I folt 
led to accept, and on the first Lord'd·day 
in January I commenoed my labours as 
pastor, preaching from the words, 
.. Show me 11, token for good." 

Brother Andrews then ga.ve a.n epitome 
of the dootrinee he intended to preach. 

Brother Fowler, one of the deaoone, 
rea.d 11, short statement, showing how 
the Churoh had been led to give Mr. 
Andrews suoh a hearty and una.nimoue 
invitation to the pa.etorate. 

After singing '· God moves in 11, mys-

SOUTH INDIAN Sl'RICl' BAPl'ISl' 
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION".-The 
annnal spring meetings of yoang people 
were held on March Hth, at "Salem," 
Wilton-Equare. In the afternoon pastor 
E. White delivered a. deeply interesting 
missiona.ry address to II large number 
of young people, representing the 
various eohoole ea_pporting the M iesion. 
After tea, pastor T. Jones (N cw Cross), 
the President, occupied the chair, a.ad 
announced it would be the laet time he 
enould preside a.t one of their m~etings. 
Addresse~ were given by pastor F. Fells 
( Highbory), and brethren Aclr.l1rnd, 
Oreen, Kevan, and others ; a.ad a. collec
tion- was ta.ken on beha.lf of thfl 
Aesooiation. 

SOUTHAMPTON" (BETHESDA).-The 
anniver,ary of the :Sunday-eohool was 
celebrated on We:inesday, February 18. 
About 80 ohildren and a goodly number 
of friends partook of tea., provided in 
the sohoolroom, a.(ter whioh 11, public 
meeting waa held in the chapel, presided 
over by Mr. J.C. Robineon,eeuior deacon. 
The meeting opened with the well
known hymn, "Grea.t God, huw infinite 
art Thou," eto. 'the chairman read a. 
short portion fro:n the 3rd chapter of 
the Book of Proverbs, and earnestly 
implored God's blessing on the meeting. 
He expressed great plea.sure at being 
with ua onoe more. The pa.et year had 
been 11, very eventful one, but throng h 
the goodneee and mercy of God he ha.d 
been upheld and supported, and felt 
that it wae in answer to the many earnest 
prayers whioh ha.d been put up on his 
behalf. Aftera few well-chosen remarks 
to the ohildren the chairman ea.lied 
upon Mr. Isaao (of Hournemouth) to 
address the meeting. Mr. Isaac said 
the Sunday-sohool alwayd had had 11, 
place in his heart, many of his happiest 
hours having been spent there lie then 
ga.ve 11, most helptul anu eucouraginf, 
address from the word " Reverence. ' 
Three things he hoped we should 1111 
reverenoe :-(1) God, for He was holy; 
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(2) God's blessed Word; (3) The Sabbath 
Day. Mr. Isaac's remarks were weighty, 
and very interesting. Mr. Smith, who 
was the next speaker, said he was an 
old Sunday-school teacher, and desired 
to speak a word of encouragement to 
both scholars and teachers. He gave 
an interesting address from the words: 
" Hear instruction." After another 
hymn, Mr. J. D.i.nn (ofEa.stleigh) made 
a few remarks upon the two words
" Obedience" and "Disobedience" 
soeaking of the blessed results fro:n_ 
the one, and the solemn consequences of 
the other. Another hymn having been 
sung the chairman thanked those who 
had spoken, and the friends who 
had come together to encourage the 
teachers, whom he hoped would take 
courage, for they would snrely reap if 
they fainted not. They must ever 
remember before any real good could 
be done they must take themselves and 
scholars very often to the throne of 
grace; for, " Wrestling prayer can 
wonders do," etc. After the closing 
hymn, Mr. Isaac concluded the meeting, 
"which we hope was not an nnprofit
able one," with prayer.-A. KING. 

MARGATE.-On Sunday and Monday, 
March 8th and 9th, we were greatly 
favoured by God in celebrating the 
ninth anniversary of onr Snnday-school. 
It was the best Snnday-school anniver
E!ll.ry for years, the services being all 
largely attended. On Lord's-day morn
ing we met for prayer, and during ·the 
day proved that onr prayers were heard, 
the Lord's presence being realieecL • Our 
brother Dale was mnch helped on the 
Sunday. He preached in the morning 
from Luke ii. 51 and Matt. xxi. 15 ; in 
tbe afternoon from John xiii. 15: and 
in the evening from Mark xi. 13-24, A 
good number of chilclren and young 
i,eople were present, which promises 
well for the future. Special hymns 
were sung by the scholars. We felt 
thaukful for the blessings of the day, 
and believe we shall see signs following. 
On Monday we were favoured with fine 
weather, and friends came from Biroh
ing ton and Broadstairs to cheer us in 
our work. The meeting was presided 
ov1:r by Mr. W. A. Dale. After the 
reading of Isa. Iv. 8-ll, brother Camp 
sought the Divine blessing. The Seore
tary then read the report, which, after 
expressing praise to God for His good
ness to the workers, showed the number 
of scholars to be HO, divided into 12 
classes, and a Bible-class of 20, The 
children creditably recited their pieces, 
and the prizes were distributed. In
structive addresses were given by Mr. 
.Bloy from Eccles. iv. 13; Jllr, Betties, 
on ·• Obedience and Faith ; " and the 
superintendent (brother Wise) from 
Matt. xxv. :H. In terms of thankful
ness he referred to the strength a::id 

grace given by whioh he and his fellow. 
workers had been enabled to oontinue, 
This heart-oheering anniversary was 
olosed by the whole congregation 
singing, "Praise God, from whom all 
blessings flow."' - ONE WHO WAs 
THERE. 

STONEHOUSE, GLOS.-Services in 
oonneotion with the second anniversary 
of the opening of the Cause were held 
on Lord's-day, January 25th, and the 
following Thursday .. On the Lord's-day 
morning and evening pastor T. D.i.vies 
(Bristol) preached to large congrega
tions. On Thursday, pastor Beynon 
Phillipa (Cheltenham) pre'l.ched to a 
good congregation, after which about 
100 sat down to tea. In,_, the evening a 
public meeting was held, brother W, T. 
Niblett (secretary of the Church) pre
siding. Encouraging addresses were 
given_ by pastors Beynon Phnlips, W. 
Hog-ari (Gloncester). A. G. Everett 
(Stroud), W. G. Jackson (Nailsworth), 
J. H. Stevenson (Stonehouse), brother 
G. E. Powell (Stroud). Pastor T. R. 
Lewis said a few words at the close of 
a very helpful meeting. On Lord's. 
day, February 15th, two sistera followed 
the Lord in ba.ptism, and there are 
others awaiting the same privilege 
and joy. 

READING {PROVIDENCE, OXFORD· 
:QOAD).-A social meeting of the mem
bers and congregation was held on 
Wednesday evening, Febrliarv 25th, 
M:r. Lambourne, late pastor &t Warboys, 
very lc:indly presided, and after a 
few a.ppropria.te remarks, the accounts 
of the various work being done here 
'was eu_bmitted • and approved, But the 
most pleasing feature or the eveµing 
was 11, presentation to Mr. and Mrs, 
Fisher and family of an llluminated 
Address, bearing the following inscrip
tion:-" We, the undereigned, on behalf 
of the Members of the Churoh and 
Congregation, together with the 
Teachers of the Sabbath Sohool, Provi
dence Baptist Chapel, Oxford-road, beg
to ask your kind acceptance of this 
Address as 11, memento .of our appreoia
tion of your good work done amongst 
ne, in the several offioes you have held 
-namely, as Deacon, 'l'reasurer, and 
Secretary of the Church, also Superin
tendent and Teacher in the Sabbath 
School. Your unswerving fidelity, 
regular attendance, generous support. 
and cordial friendship we gratefully 
acknowledge. We regret that ciroum· 
stances have compelled you to leave the 
town, and pray that Goa's Llessing may 
accompany you in o.ll your untrodden 
stepP, and that in the future, as in the 
past, you may have His smile restinll' 
upon you. 8i!fned by the Deacons," 
The addrese, in massive frame, was 
tastefully designed by an artist in the 
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towo, and was acoompanied by an 
album from the children of the sohool, 
in whioh was inserted photographic 
views of the exterior and interior of the 
ohapel,-M, YOUNG, 

KEPPEL STREET MEMORIAL 
CHAPEL, KENTISH TOWN. 

PASTOR'S ANNIVERSARY SERVICES, 

THE eighth anniversary of the pastorate 
of our brother (Mr, H. Tydeman 
Chilvers), over the Church now 
worshipping at Bassett-street, was cele
brated on Lord's-day, March 15th. 'l'he 
attendance, espeoially in the evening, 
was very good. Suitable hymns were 
selected for the occasi:>n. 

"When all Thy mercies, 0 I my God, 
My rising soul eurveyR." 

beiog the opening soog of praise. Before 
he opeoed his morniog discourse, our 
frieod gave an. address to the children 
of the Sunday-school, based upon Prov. 
xxii. 1, "A good name is rather to be 
chosen than great riches." Having 
·shewn the children that true greatness 
is the outoome of goodness, our brother 
laid down two traits of character for 
them to observe-I. Obedience; II. 
Truthfoloess. In the first, that of 
obedienoe, he told them it ijhould be 
rendered-(!) Willingly; (2) A.t .once; 
(3) Without questioning. In dealiog 
with the question of truthfulness, 
he told the children not to aot 
lie~, which was as bad as telling them. 
Thirdly, he hoped they would all be 
brought to know that Name which was 
abovti every name (the name of Jesus). 

His morning disoourse was based on 
the word~, "Follow Me," taken from 
Mark ii. H. In bis opening remarks 
our brother said he had experienoed 
over eight yearo' joyous servioe with a 
loving and loyal people, and he desired 
to thank them for their kindness to him 
during the past year. His one theme 
had been, "Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified." He held the same dootrines 
to-day that he held when he first be• 
came their pastor, and he would not 
change bis faith to please any man. He 
believed it would be a bsd day for this 
England of ours if Calvinism ever left 
it. The Ohuroh of Rome admitted that 
she oould gain converts from other 
sects, hut not from these Calvinists. 
Reverting to the 1Vords of hi~ text, our 
brother said, "Men were so oonstituted 
that they needed a leader. In Old 
Testament times, God had His Moses 
and His Joshua,and these were followed 
by the prophets, but in New Te~tament 
timeP, we only recognise one, namely, 
the Lord Jesus Chriot, a Lea.der and 
Commander to the people. He noticed 
(1) The olaims of the Speaker, in which 
he olearly she wed the right that Jesus 
had to call upon every blood-bought 
soul to" follow Him." Our Lord came 
ta bring in a new dispensation, a dis• 

pensation of grace, not of works. This 
was a new order. Did not we ourselves 
realize this, wheo He first called us by 
His grace. Well did some of us remem• 
ber His loving voice. speakiog unto us. 
Also the time when He shewed us His 
hand~, His feet, and His side. He had 
won our affections by His love 
Secondly, our brother dwelt upon the 
oa.11 of Jesus to •• follow Him in 
Providence." Thi~ was not an easy 
tbiog to do, but it was better to wait 
for Him than to take a step alone. Our 
Lord is reported to have laboured as a 
carpenter at Nazareth, and if so, He 
knew something of the difficulties of 
business life. Jesus also entered into 
a.11 the trials of home life. and we had 
His fullest sympathy. Moses, doubt
less appeared foolish to leave the Court 
of Pharoah, to lea.d the people of hrael, 
but the call came from God, and he 
must obey .. 

In the evening our friend preached 
from Exod. xv, 2, basing- bis remarks. 
on "My Father's God," the Gud of 
our fathers, and their unswerving 
fidelity. We oommeod oar brother and 
his Church and congregation to our 
covenant-keeping God, and pray that 
rioh blessiog-s may attend them in their 
new place of worship. The oollectione. 
which amounted to £15, were handed to 
the pastor. 

"A LOVER OF )[oUNT ZION." 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE April Number of The Quarterly 
Record is now ready, It contains a 
portrait and sketob of the late Dr. James 
Hamiltoo, and a variety of information 
and artioles upon the Institution. 
Copies will be sent on applicatioo, as it 
is desired to circulate the Sooiety's 
pablioations as widely as possihle. in 
order that the enormously inoreased 
extension of its work may seoure. 
through the fa.vour of our gmoious God. 
adequate support. 

• • 
* The 96th annual meeting bas been 

fixed (o.v.) for Wednesday. May 6th, 
at 5 o'clock, at the Mansion House. 
Tiokets can be obtained at the Office, 
e.nd it is earnestly hoped that a large 
number of the Sooietv's friends will 
assemble to cheer the· Exeoutive and 
show praotical interest in tbti Institu
tion. . •• 

• The iomates of the Camberwell and 
Hornsey Rise Homes have been enter
tained at tee. by the Committee and 
other frieods, and very pleasant were 
these a8semolies. Sooial intercourse 
was followed by brief addresses on 
spiritual themes, dear to the hee.rts of 
all pilgrims to Zion. 

• • 
1 

The lantern lect,i're ou .. The Society 
and its. Friends" has been given in 
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Brighton, with very satisfactory results. 
A pictorial history, toiether with por
traits and reminiscences of the late 
Joseph Irone, Jamee Wells, J.C. Philpot 
and others make the narration inter
esting and instructive, especially to 
younger people. 

•• 
The friends at Enon Chapel, Wool

wicb, have a.~a.in favoured the Society 
with a. meetrng. On February 26th a. 
large number assembled, under the 
presidency of Mr. W. J. Martin. Ad
dresses 'I ere given by the Secretary. by 
pastor E. White, and Messrs. Mountford 
a.nd Abrahams, The collection, with 
some subscriptions and contributions 
per M. L Pinkney, a.mounted to ov~r 
£9. A hearty expression of thanks was 
given to a.II the kind local helpers. 

Affarriagt. 
SEARS-PHILCOX.-Me.rch 14Lh, 1903, at 

"Providence,' Clapham Jnnction. by Pastor 
R. E. Sears (father of the bridegroom), James 
Smithers Sears, of Hove. Brighton, to 
Gertrude Harriett Philcox. of Wandsworth, 
Surrey. 

<§ant Jamt. 
EDWIN LANGFORD. 

On February 14th th& above dear brother 
obeyed the .. home call." in bis sixty-sixth 
year-the period of life which so often 
proves fatal to ministers of our more 
immediate fellowship. Born in 1837 at 
Newport, Mon., he at first attended the 
Congregational Chapel in that place. Provi
dence afterwards led him to Plymouth, and 
the saintly John Vaughan, at that time 
labouring at Devonport, was made savingly 
useful to him at some 1 ime in the sixties. 
Shortly aflerwards he was baptised by our 
late brother Collins, of whose Church, at 
How-street, Plymouth, he became a mem
ber. He soon began to preach, and in time 
was chosen to the pastorate of the Strict 
Baptist Church at Newton Abbott. Through 
the influence of Charles Waters Banks he 
visited and preached in London in 1870, and 
was hailed aB a ·• coming II man by many 
whose spiritual judgment was reliable. We 
firtlt heard his name from Mrs. Eliza Ha.slop 
-a most holy and discerning Christian 
lady the widow of tbe late minister of 
Shalom Chapel, Hackney. in which our 
brother delivered his first (and, by a note
worthy coincidence, his last) sermon in the 
Metropolis. How it was that the~e early 
predictions were never fully realised we 
have often wondered. He was from first to 
last a Scriptural. sound, and savoury 
preacher of the Gospel we love, and signs 
attesting to his usefulness were frequent. 
Many commenced their homeward i_ourney 
through bis ministry, and more will Jove 
his honoured name while memory holdH her 
seal. Not a few may feel "a stirring of 
heart like pain," similar to that which the 
writer experienced when the tidings came 
that this excellent brother was co rnore. 
We arc cot balf so practically sympathetic 
and kind as we should be to our collengueH 
and fellow-workmen, whose very grace and 
goodnebs lead them to court the sba.de. 

Bia first London charge was over o. little 
company of Christians, who had seceded 
from Artillery Lane Chapel, and then met 
in a schoolroom in the Downham-road. 
Dalston, and subsequently o.t the Albion 
Hall, Kingsland, at which, tbrough their 
pastor's unremitting efforts, they gathered 
funds for the erection of an ir0n chapel in 
Cbatsworth-roo.d. Clapton. In which he 
laboured with much acceptance for six or 
seven years. His other pastorates were at 
Pentside, Dover. and Conrle.nd-grove, 
Clapham : and a long probationary engage
ment at Zoar, Ipswich, which, however, to 
the surprise of many, did not lead to a 
settlement. He who" over-rules all mortal 
things" h9.d, however, our dear brother 
R. C. Bo.rdens in reserve for this important 
sphere of labour. With submissive, and 
even beautiful meeknese, our friend at 
length accepted o.s his future allotted 
mission the Work of an inLinerant mi11ister; 
and it is not icee.ble that m his whole evange
listic career he had not three vacant dates. 

He shone as the ever-welcome guest of 
the friends who entertained him when 
supplying at their chapels. Some ministers 
are so exacting, churlish, and unthe.nkful. 
that It is a weariness to have them in the 
house. Others are o.s cheery and winsome 
as a sunbeam. Such was Edwin Langford. 
We were once shown a rough but most use
ful hand-re.ii, which he had, in the kindness 
of his heart, brought from town, and fixed 
in the corkscrew-like staircase of the worthy 
old lady whose house he made his home 
when visiting her chapel. Such little acts 
invariably tell for good. His several 
Churches were permanently bettered by 
his ministrations ; he me.de many friends, 
and always left tender memories engro.ven 
in other hearts. 

Illness prostrated him early this year: 
and he snlfered great and intense pain. 
Once. when this defied repression, be 
quietly snid tbo.t he trusted that "groaning 
witho.gony we.snotcomplaining"-recn.lling 
the dying utterance of the revered William 
Jay. His closlng hours were co.Im and 
serene. The enemy was not allowed to 
buffet him; and his last words were
" Peace, perfect peace." 

His widow and family record with grati
tude the kindness and sympathy shown 
them. Their resources we know not. 
Doubtless all tbat have it in their power 
will see that love's ministrations do not 
cease in days to come, "for the ae.ko of him 
that's gone." 

His mortal remains were o.pproprio.tel Y 
committed to the grave in Abney Park 
Cemetery by his friend, William Moxham: 
and touching allusion to his life and work 
was me.de on the following Lord's-day by 
our brother Henry Do.dswell, at. Courlo.nd· 
grovo Chapel, of which to the last ho 
reme.ineJ o. member. 

For much of the above we are indebted to 
an obliging correspondent. who gracefully 
deecribes him e.a "o. man vo.lio.nt for the 
truth, through whose death earth is 
impoverished though heaven is enrich_ed:' 
He adds," I have lost o. true friend. but 1t ,s 
only for o. little while. He has merely gone 
on before.-GEO!lGE ELNATJOH." 

W.J.S. 
MR. JAMES J. F!lOMOW, 

deacon of the Church o.t Brentford, and 
Secretary to the Lonn Fund of the 
M.A.S.B.C .. was called home on March 13th. 
The funeral took place o.t Ealing Cemetery 
on the 18th inst., n large number ol friend•) 
being present. Full account will (D. V. 
appear next month. 



A PRAYER FOR THE nHURCH MILITANT. 
Bv THE LATE JOHN HAzELTo;,;. 

"Let them that love Him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might." 
-Judges v. 31. 

THIS is an extract from the song of Deborah the prophetess. Barak 
had led forth God's ancient people to oppose Sisera, the captain of 

Jabin, king of Uanaan, who with n. mighty army had been scouring the 
plains of Israel arid spreading terror and misery all around. Victory 
crowned the nation's effort. Tile enemy was signally defeated, and a 
triumphal ode was composed and sang by this '' mother in Israel " in 
celebration of the event-

'' Why should the wonders Goo has wrought 
Be lost in silence and forgot ? " 

Jt concludes with the words of our text, which I shall unhesitn.tingly 
apply not only to God's ancient people, but also to Christ's Church on 
earth, to the end of time. Thus regarded, we have the people contem
plated, "them that love E1im," and the prayer presented, "let such be a~ 
the sun." • 

I. THE PEOPLE CONTEMPLATED are those that love God. This is not 
natural love,· such as we feel to our fellow-creatures. We cannot, 
however, be too thrmkful that this has been spared to men in spite of 
the havoc of the fall. H umli.n beings are thus favourably distingaished 
from fallen angels. 

" The devils know and tremble too, 
Hut Sate.n ce.nnot love." 

Far different, however, from hnman affection: is what we a.re con
eidering. Men, through sin, have lost the ability to love God, which 
none can do sav& through the reception of a new and distinct power 
conferred in sovereign grace on convrnced, blood-washed, and pardoned 
sinners. Such are not their own, but "bought with a price," and the 
Saviour·s purchase extends to all tlieir powers. Their souls, their under
standing, their j udgment, their will, their affection, all belong to the 
Redeemer ; He died to win them, and they love Him. Such love then 
is an effect : its cause is His love. "We love Him became He first 
loved us." Now, every effect lasts as long as its cause. God's love to 
us is as everhisting as Himself, and our love to Him will be likewise as 
lastin!!'. A redeemed and heaven-born sinner into whose" heart the love 
of God has been shed abroad Ly the Holy Spiri~" will continue thus 
to love Him for ever and ever. How important, therefore, to as,ure 
our hearts that we are the favoured possessors of this gracious prin
ciple, and that it is leading to its inevitable results in our lives. Let us 
then ob,erve some of its characteristics. 

1'rue lol'e del~qhts i11, nearness to its object, and spiritual love loathes 
distance, and longs for nearness to God and communion with Him. 

VoL. LIX. MAY, 1903. K 
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God came near to us in the Person of the dear Redeemer, who died 
"the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." By 
Him "also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.'l 
By His blood He has removed all impeding obstacles, and "made us 
nigh." Thus God spared no cost (I speak with reverence) to bring 
His people near to Him, and this characteristic develops itself in the 
love of the saints to Him." " 0 that I knew where I might find 
Him," each cries, " that I might come even to His seat." 

" Open the intercourse· between My longing soul and Thee, 
Ne'<ir to be broken off a.gain to all eternity," 

Where Jesus is loved He is ever welcome, and the visits of His grace are 
onr chief delight. 

2. Love 'lo Christ leads to desire for conformity to Him. "Imitation 
is the sincerest form of flattery," is a true saying, and spiritnal lov.e 
always engenders the wish to resemble the Saviour. God's great end 
in our election was that '' we might be conformed to the image of 
His Son," and as we behold His glory in the "glaSb" of His Word, 
"we are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord." • Christian experience harmonises with the 
working out of God's pnrpose, and the renewed heart exclaims, "0. 
that I were more like my precious, my lovely Saviour ! " This- wish 
will nltimately be fully and perfectly fulfilled, for "when He shall 
appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.'' This 
delightful prospect fills th~ soul with present desire-the longing for 
conformity to Him who is now our "Well-beloved." 

3. Love is the power whwh effectually engages the memory. It 
cannot forget. Other impressions are fading and evanescent. Lorn 
photographs its object on the heart, and the living impression is 
indelible. Here again spiritual love iij the response to the covenant and 
changeless love of our God. "0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgott?n of 
Me" is His assurance: and our rejoinder is, 

" While a breath, e. pulse remains, 
I will remember Thee." 

Curious qnestions are sometimes raised as to the condition and exerci1ms of 
our mental powers in heaven. I am content to leave these matters till I 
"know even as I am known." Of this I am sure, that love alone will 
employ ihe memory before the throne of God, and that Lherefore every 
recollection and reflection will be the cause of gratitude and joy. 

4. Love respects· as important all that is dear to its object-and the love 
of the saints to their Saviour holds as profoundly sacred every thing that 
comes from God. If we are His dear children, and He our beloved 
Father, we cannot regard anything which concerns Him with flippancy 
or apathy. His name-I reverence it, and would hallow it in all things; 
His ways-I would follow them at all co~ts; His ordinances-I wonl<l 
maintain faithfully; His Word-I would "meditate on it day and night." 
His people-I would serve them for His s•1ke, since "He that loveth Him 
that begat loveth Him also that is begotten of Him." 

II. Huch then are the people. Consider now the PnAYlm OFFERED
mav they be "as the sun when he goeth forth in his might." 

·The reference is to the mo~t glorious of the visible works of God, which 
is therefore employed in His Word as an illustration of most important 
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cmd glorious objects. Our adorable Lord is called the " Sun of 
Righteousness," whose healing beams arise on those that fear His name. 
ii The path of the just" is as his daily coorse-"shining more and 
more unto the perfect day "-when they will appear as the sun in his 
meridian splendour, "in the kingdom of their Father." The idea, how
ever, of the text is different, suggesting other points of supreme interest 
and importance. 

1. It may be viewed as a prayer for the visible unity of the Church on 
earth. There is one sun in the heavens. May God's people appear a~ 
truly one upon earth. • For this the dear Redeemer offered a special 
petition in His great "interceS8ory prayer, askin~ that all His people 
might be one, "as Thou Father art m Me, and I m Thee, that they also 
may be one in us;" and that their visible unity is designed is evident, 
for He adds "that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me." This 
is no mechanical or artificial unity, maintained by compromise, and to 
express which important truths have to be suppressed or subordinate.:l. It 
is the "unity of the spirit" and its "bond is the bond of peace." It is 
based on union in the truth. Error divides; the truth draws together 
the hearts of those that love it-and love God in the truth. What a 
beautiful prayer ! May we often present it. 

2. The sun at noon reveals himself. No argument is needed to prove 
his existence and nature. This regarded then, the petition would mean 
"May Thy Church, 0 God, be gloriously visible and conspicuous 
wherever its members are to be found." The saints are sometimes in 
obscurity. As in Elijah's day there were seven thousand in Israel who 
had not bowed the knee to B.aal, though the prophet himself was 
ignorant of the fact-so there are still many who fear God in secret, 
who do not come out on the Lord's side. They make no open pro
fession by baptism; do not "show their Lord's death" at His table; or 
swell the ranks of His recognised people. Others, though they truly 
love God, hang back when they shoul<l act as His witnesses, and wholly 
foil to shine as lights in the world. This I do not say by way of 
unkind censure. Rather would I pray that the whole company of those 
tlrnt love Him may become, through His grace, as evitlently His, as the 
sun is visible and lustrous at noon on the longest day, "when he goeth 
forth in his might." 

:t The sun's course is irresistible. No human power can arrest his 
progress. So (I understand mv text to mean) '' may Thy people, 0 
God, go forth and go forwards, unimpeded by any opposition from thei1· 
fellow-men." How needed is the prayer. The fear of man, the fashion 
of the hour, the desire to be thought well of and admired ; the pressure 
of business, the pursuit of pleasure, hinder many from pursuing the 
course enjoined by God's Word. 0 that every one of these could sing 
and feel in their souls :-

" Then let my soul me.rch boldly on, 
Press forwe.rd to the heavenly gate; 

There peace and joy for ever reign, 
And glitt'ring robes for conquerors wait." 

. 4. The sun is true and fa-ith/itl to the great l1w wkiclt maintains it in 
its course, and in this light the prayer of the text would mean : •• As 
the sun preaerves its appointed way, may nothing, 0 God, pervert Thy 
people or turn them from loyal obedience to what Thon hast enjoined. 
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Doctrinally, may they abide by Thy revealed truth ; experimentally 
may they prize and pray for the condition of heart which is in harmony 
with Thy will ; preceptorally, may they make 'l'hy commandments-as 
so sweetly exemplified in the life of the :Master-their rule of life and 
find their highest joy in walking in Thy truth." ' 

5. The sun is a boon and a blessing to the material earth and 
similarly the text expr~ses the holy wish that God's people m;y he 
more and more, a blessmg to the world morally and socially considered'. 
The dear Redeemer spoke of the b_enefit of the in~uence exer_ted by holy 
men. They are the salt penetratmg and preservrng ; the light shining 
and gladdening ; thus evidencing their high relationship to "their 
Father which is in heaven." The apostles followed, urginrr their 
brethren to " walk in love," to "do good unto all men," to "\rj_sit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction," and so to act that even those 
who once slandered them "might, by their good works which they 
should behold, glorify God in the day of visitation." Would it not be 
well if you and I prayed more that those that love God might diffuse 
more g!rtddtming light around ? 

6. The sun's glory is superlative. It blots out by its radiance the 
brilliancy of all the other heavenly bodies. So the Church, God's 
family, the great spiritual brotherhood, the goodly fellowship of all that 
love Him, is grander in its true radiance than all other associations or 
fraternities. May this be universally recognised, and all that love God 
be able, with good John Newton, to sing-

" Saviour, of Zion's city I through grace e. member e.m; 
Let the world deride or pity, I will glory in Thy Ne.me." 

Laslly, the sun owes nothing to the' earth. So the Church, though 
giving forth her imparted good for the well-being of men, derives none 
of her true glory from the world. Human prestige and patronage have 
never been of the least real advantage to her. The beauty of holiness 
cannot be heightened by culture or art, nor the collective strength of 
God's people augmented by outward pomp or popularity. 

May the sun in its isolation and independent strength be thus an 
emblem of the increasing glory of the great spiritual company of those 
to whom God is" the God of their salvation."-.fi'rom "John Hopeful's 
Note Book." 

THE LORD'S SUPPER-HOW SHOULD THE BREAD 
BE BROKEN? 

THIS question-raised by a correspondent-claims consideration, from 
the importance of following the New Testament closely in this a.et 

of worship. It is a symbolical feast. Every object is expressive ; every 
act is fraught with figurative significance, end attention to detail is 
demanded by the peculiar character of the ordinance, and by loyalty to 
Christ who instituted it. 

Without any pretention to special light, and repudiating any 
authority as to the" custom" of "the Churches" (1 Cor. xi. 16), tile 
writer ventures to state his personal convictions on the above subject. 

At the commencement of the service, the bread should be visible to 
all as an undivided whole-the" one (piece of) bread" of 1 Cor. x. 17, 
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or the " bread" of 1 Cor. xi. 23, in both of which passages we may 
eafely follow J. B. Rotherham, T. Haweis, LL.B., and others, ~nd 
understand the original word to signify "a loaf." " The Lord took a 
loaf" "We, being many, are one loaf" This "loaf" should be 
divided, by breaking into fragments of convenient size. These fragments 
should be handed to the worshippers, who should occupy the posture of 
rest. Each person should take one fragment. After a devout pause, 
the portio:i should be eaten: This is important, as the " taking " and 
the "eating " are distinct physical acts, and symbolise different spiritual 
truths and experiences. This may help us to determine whether a 
method of yielding obedience'to the Master's will is Scriptural or not. 

Some communities, for example, whili! properly providing an ordinary 
loaf, depute someone on behalf of the rest to pull this into halves, from 
one or other of which each worshipper pinches off a portion for himself. 
This is supposed to accord with 1 Cor. x. 16: "the bread which we''
not, it should be noted, "ye"-" break." Paul, however, here speaks 
for those who administer the ordinance, and not for ordinary and 
unofficial worshippers. So Dr. Gill, in his" Body of Divinity," refers the 
words to "ministers in the Churches in all ages." This is in harmony 
with other passages relating to the Lord's Supper, which express or 
imply that each receiver is to take a portion of a previously broken loaf. 

The breaking off of fragments by individual worshippers is, more
over, objectionable, because it symbolically misrepresents the relation of 
spiritual faith to the Saviour. An interest in His s!l.crifice results from 
ancient grace, not from the act of faith, which does not appropriate, 
but apprehends and receives the benefits ensured to the elect by His 
broken body. Hence those by whom this practice is mainly favoured 
hold the views of the Sandemanians and Plymouth Brethren-that faith, 
by accepting Christ, constitutes Him the sinner's own personal 
Saviour, and originates a saving interest in Him-which is error. 

Again, the bre1d is sometimes presented in a slice, cut from a loaf 
ehewhere, 9.nd broken by the ministering brother in the presence of the 
eommunicants. This, however, hardly fulfil~ the conditions of I Cor. 
x. 17 and xi. 23, as it deprive3 the Assembly of the sight of the loaf, 
which should be a conspicuous and suggestive emblem of the one ~aviour, 
and of the assembled worshippers as one body in union with Him and with 
each other ( Rom. xii. 5 ). The bread, first in its visible entirety, and 
tlien broken for distribution, is essential to the symbolical presentation 
of the designed truth. 

Even less advi~able is the practice of first cutting a slice of bread 
from a loaf elsewhere, and disposin5 of this in strips on phttes, to be 
subsequently broken in the sight of the people. What bas been already 
a~ vanced demonstrates this to be nnscriptnral. The i nspircd Word is 
stleut as to cutLing the bread, which it is imperative should be seen to 
be brnken. "This," says Gill, "is again an expressive and significant 
aetion by no means to be omitted," and it should therefore have solemn 
attention. 

It may, however, be objected that to break a whole loaf into 
convenient portions, requires manual dexterity which all do not possess. 
i'lome crumble rather than '' break" the bread ; and by their awkward
~1ess and general lack of decorum and ease, render what should be an 
impressive and affecting ceremony almost ridiculous. Delicacy and. 
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propriety, again, under ordinary circumstances, forbid the unnecessary 
handling of food of which others are to partake, nor can this be wholly 
overlooked in the case under consideration. It is not indeed oommon 
to write, or eveu to speak of snch things ; but they have proved matters 
of actual solicitude and real hindrances to the enjoyment of spiritual 
fellowship to God's people at "the breaking of bread." 

It is the custom of one of our Churches to present on the Lord's 
Table a whole unbroken loaf, from which the crust has been nearly, but 
not entirely, removed by cutting; The crumb is also in like manner 
partially divided. The breaking is in this way facilitated ; but it is 
actually and visibly performed. The "one loaf," in the suggestiveness 
of its beautiful symbolism, is thus in full evidence, while it is really 
" broken " in the sight of all to commemorate the circumstances of the 
Lord's death. The .figurative character of the whole service is main
tained in a reverent and dignified way ; and the general injunction to 
do all things " decently," or becomingly, receives due observance. 

The opinions of brethren of experience are invited for publication, 
if saccintly expressed and forwarded in their writers' names. 

En. 

ELECTION. 

BY W. Row·roN-P.A.RKER. 
"Knowing, brethren, beloved of God, your election."-1 Thess. i. 4.

(llfargin and R.V.) 

" EVERY word is full of meaning." So said a ChrisUe.n sister after 
. repeating a precious hymn, on her sick bed. The same may be 

affirmei of the text above quoted. Its terms are like a string of pearls, 
each _perfect in itself; the whole forming a necklet of lustrous and 
living truths. 

"KNOWING." The knowledge intended was not that of the 
believers here addressed, but that of the apostle and his colleagues 
concerning them. It indicates the spiritual perception of these gracious 
and girted men, which enabled them to see that God wa~ performing 
His purposes in The!!Balonica by mems of the Gospel which they had 
preached. 

" BRETHREN." Union is surely here indicated, like that which 
exists betwem the several members of a family. The title is frequently 
employed in the Scriptures to denote the oneness of believers in Christ, 
and with each other. Endearment is likewise implied, the mutual love 
which exists in the hearts of those who are interested in the same 
covenant of sovereign grace ; bought with the same blood ; aud join to 
worship the same God, as "their Father in Heaven." 

" BELOVED." As the cho3en of God, they were of old the objects of 
His peculiar affection and the- recipients of His special and d;stin
guishing grace. This was neither for thei1· own sake, nor for the sake 
of their personal merit, nor "their foreseen faith or good works,"• but 

• It is sometimes aeserted the.t e.11 the.t is meant by Election in the Bible is 
that God chose a.s the objects of Hie mercy those whom He foreee.w would 
believe and do whe.t was plee.sing to Him John Hazelton was wont to observe 
that if this were true, Election would be God's choice of principles, whereas the 
Bible always represents it e.s His choice of persons. 
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for His sake who is primarily and pre-eminently " the Beloved." In 
Him we are accepted and loved, and this because of His supreme 
acceptableness and loveliness. " He is altogether lovely ; " and we that 
are in Him are, for His sake, " loved with the great love wherewith 
(God) loved us; " which, therefore, is styled, '' the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

'' BELOVED OF Goo," Who is the Source of every blessing. The 
Father is the embodiment of all love, for "God is Love." Christ. in His 
Person, life and death, is the expression of perfect love, for He is " Go<l 
mi.nifest in the flesh ; " and the Holy Spirit is the exhibition of love, 
for He it is who unfolds to ns the love of God, and so awakens in us 
love responsive to His love for us. 

"BELOVED OF Goo." This indicates the highest honour and 
felicity in which men can participate ; the most blessed condition in 
which they can appear. "Yea, He loved the people," "Christ loved 
the Church,"" He loved me and·gave Himself for me "-these strike the 
key-note of the sweetest of all hymns to Jesus, "Unto Him that 
loved us." 

"YouR ELEOTION." The apostle felt assured that the Thessalonian 
saints were thus the beloved and chosen of God for reasons specified. 
These were twofold. First, the way in which the Gospel had come to 
and been received by them ; and second, its effects on their hearts when 
it had been S> received, its results in their consequent devotion to 
Christ Himself, and the diligence with which they carried out the 
Divine precepts. 

What are called Calvinism and Arminianism have caused much un
necessary, and even unseemly contention. But who is Calvin and who 
Arminius? Let us appeal to the Bible, and ascertain what is there 
affirmed concerning this matter. There, the cause of Election, or God's 
choice of His people, is invariably stated to be in Himself. 

Resemblance may frequently be traced between things in the natural 
world and those in the spiritual. That there is a perfect identity of 
law in these two kingdoms cannot be affirmed.• It has been abundantly 
shown that the relation of the natural world to the spiritual world is 
not that of identity of law, but of analogy ; but, this admitted, the 
fact is fraught with significance and instruction. A child, for example, 
owes its being to its parents, independently of its own volition or effort; 
a~d in like manner a heaven-born man is begotten of God, ape.rt from 
Ins own will or works. The very desire to be a believer in Christ, and 
a willingness to be saved in any way that may please God, result from 
the_ work of the Spirit quickening and moving the subject of these ex
penences and desires in this direction. Thus on the day of Pentecost, 
those that "were pricked in their hc[l.rt," through the Spirit's work of 
C)nviction of sin within them, cried," What shall we do ? " 

Providence also exemplifies God's electing grace. Thus Dr. J. Eadie 
aptly observes that one man "is born in Europe with a fair face and 

• The writer here evidently refers to the funde.mente.l doctrine of Professor 
Drumm6nd's fe.mous book," Ne.ture.1 Le.w in the Spiritue.l World," which is e.11 
but univerae.lly e.dmitted to be erroneous. Scientists only e.re C?mpe~e':1t to 
f?rm e.n e.ooure.te opinion of ~he Introduction, whioh e. pie.in Be.pt1st minister, 
like" the genera.I ree.dar," to whom the e.uthor refers in his Pr~fo.oe, "me.,1 do 
Well to ignore." The succeeding che.ptars a.re most suggestive e.nd st1mu
lat1113, but should be ree.d cwn grano salis, with e. pinoh of so.It. 
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becomes enlightened and happy ; another in Africa with a sable coun
tenance, and is doomed to slavery and wretchedness. One is born of 
Christia~ par~nts, and from ~is earliest years is trained in virtue; 
another inherits shame from his father, and is cradled under the shadow 
of the gallows. One is born in a prison ; another in a palace. One 
inherits genius ; another, through a malformed brain, is an idiot. 
Some, under the enjoyment of Christian privilege, live and die unim
pressed ; others, with scant opportunities, believe, and become eminent 
in piety." "What shall we say to these things?" 

None who receive the Bible as the revelation of God; can question 
His sovereignty in election. It appears in the sacred pages from cover 
to cover. Abel is favoured rather than Cain; Shem rather than 
Japhet; Isaac than Ishmael; and Joseph than Reuben. Ja.cob's 
fourth son is invested with royalty, and the third with priesthood. 
Ephraim takes precedence before Manasseh, the elder born. Such facts 
as these abundantly testify that the Most High possesses, claims and 
exercises the right and power of choice, consulting none but Himself in 
such matters. 

"Nor Gabriel asks the reason why, 
Nor God the reason gives." 

Yet in all His proceedings, His motives are uniformly wise and just, 
nor can He do anything inconsistent with His character as a beneficent 
and merciful God. "Secret things belong unto the Lord our God." 
He ha~ the best of reasons for all that He does, though He does not see 
fit to disclose them to us; but, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
llo right ? " 

THE SENSES OF THE SOUL. 
BY A. E. RE.ALFF. 

" Sight, hearing, feeling, taste, and smell, are gifts we highly prize, 
But faith doth singly each excel, and all the five comprise."* 

JOHN NEWTON, Olney Hymns. 

"JF," observes John Stevens," something exists without which we can-
not come into Lhe presence of our God, or enjoy any communicated 

revelation from Him, or receive with reverence and affection the highest 
gift of His love: if without it we can never love Him-never conquer 
the powers of darkness and death, or make a wished escape from the 
pangs of eternal damnation-must it not be of very great value ? 'l'hcse 
suppositions or hypotheUcal expressions have reference to ' precious 
faith,' which gracious endowment must, therefore, be all-important, and 
claim our closest and most careful attention." 

*" The Five Gateways of Knowledge," by G. Wilson, M:.D., F.R.S.E., 
Macmillan and Co., London and Cambridge, is e. most instructive a,nd 
fascinating little book on the five senses naturally considered, and would help a 
reader to a fuller grasp of the important tra,in of thought indicated in the above 
excellent article. l\Iuch doctrinal error springs from incorrect viows of the 
relation of faith to salvation. The natural senses simply bring oxisting facts aud 
phenomena within the range of our approhension and judgmont, but create and 
originate nothing-so faith originates nothing, but rejoices in the spiritual 
objects and antecedent facts which grace brings within the sphere of its observe.• 
tion and consideration. 'l'his view when intelligently apprehended is 11 blow of 
the axe of truth at the root of the hateful tree of Arminianism.-En. 
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To view it correctly, as iii is presented in the Scriptures of truth 
indeed has much lio do with our convictions, oar experience and oar 
pract.ice as Christians. " I would then note a few things respecting it, 
not perhaps for your instrucliion, but as honest Peter wrote, 'to pat you 
in remembrance, though ye know them.' " 

The result of the Spirit's regenerating work in the heart of a chosen 
and blood-boaght sinner is the formation of what is styled "the inner" 
or "new ma.a which after God is cre~ted in righteousness and holiness 
of the truth" (Ephes. iv. 24). A designed parallel is here obvious 
between men with their physical and intellectual powers, and the "new 
man" which is the creature of inwroughli grace-between the dispositions 
and acts of the first which characterise humanity, and of the second 
which characterise Christianity or the outworking of the life of grace in 
the sonl. This parallel we shall trace in one particular only. :Men as 
men have five senses-hearing, seeing, tasting, smelling, and feeling. 
The new man of the heart-living and acting by faith-is in the Gospel 
likewise described as doinF: this in five ways, between which and the 
above a striking resemblance or analogy is observable. I, therefore, call 
them the senses of the soul. 

I. Faith is the faculty or spiritual sense of hearing. " He that bath 
ears to hear, let him hear.'' All could hear what the Lord said with 
their natural ears, but some did not understand, " for all men have not 
faith.'' Hence many failed to respond like Matthew, who, " rose up, 
left all, and followed Jesus." To he'll", then, in this way, proves that 
the soul has been divinely quickened, for "faith cometh by hearing." 
The Father, therefore, says," Incline your ear and come unto Me; hear, 
and your soul shall live," "0 that thou hadst hearkened to My com
mandment~ ! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness 
as the waves of the sea.'' This mark distinguishes Christ's sheep from 
goats ; "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me," and proves that they have passed through the great change, though 
unable lio explain, or even remember it. "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, he that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, bath 
everl11sting life, and shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed 
from death unto life." 

II. Faith is the organ of spiritual vision, which is another sense 
possessed by the " new man." Faith is the eye of the soul. The Lord, 
therefore, says, " Look unlio Me, and be ve saved, all the ends of the 
earth, for I am God,.and there is none else," and to this heaven-born 
power the Lord refers when discoursing with Nicodemus, " As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up : that whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.'' Here looking and believing are spoken of as identical ; 
for, said Jesus to· the Jews," This is the will of Him that sent Me, that 
everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have ever
lasting life, and I will raise him up at the last day." To His disciples 
He again said, "Yet a little while, and the world seeth Me no more ; 
but ye see Me: because I live,ye shall live also.'' They thus had faith's 
eye by which after a spiritual manner they would behold their Master, 
when He had gone from them into heaven. In this sense too the writer 
to the " Hebrews " asserts that " we see Jesus.'' 

Strikingly does the Redeemer contrast the possessors of this seeing 
r. 
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faith with those who po~sess it not. " In them is fulfilled the prophecy 
of Esaias, which eaith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not under
stand ; end seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive : for this people's 
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eves 
they have closed; lest at any time they should see with theit· eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and llhould 
be converted, and I should heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for 
they see, and your ears, for they hear." 

~oncerning Moses, we ard told that " by faith he forsook Egypt, not 
fearing the wrath of the King: for He endured as seeing Him who is in
visible," and Paul writing to the Corinthians says, 0 We look not ( only 
or exclusively) at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen : for the things which are seen are temporal ; but the things 
which are not seen are eternal." Reader, do these Scriptures pourtray 
what you have experienced ? If so, take heart, for your eyes have been 
opened, and you will certainly reach heaven at last. Already yon see 
your sinnersbip, and the suitability of the salvation provided in the 
Gospel. "Be of good cheer," for "thou sha)t see greater thing!! than 
these."• 

(To be ccmtinued, if the Lorcl wills.) 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY THOMAS JONES. 

"In whom ye e.lso trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospe 
of your se.lve.tion."-Ephes. i. 13. 

THE instruction given in the Divine commission must ever ·be kept in 
mind. The good news and glad tidings of a free grace salvation 

must be proclaimed world-wide. The primary object of the preacher is 
that of evangelisation, that captives may be liberated, burdened souls 
find rest, the contrite directed, and the guilty pointed to the open 
fountain. The snccess of his mission rests not on himself, but upon his 
Lord and Master. The second part of the preacher's work is to gather 
together the spiritually enlightened, to instruct them more fully in the 
doctrine and practice of the Word. In these important matters we 
have the example of the apostles. They sought on every possible oppor
tunity to proclaim the good news of salvation ; at the same time they 
were ever ready to render all help in their power to those around them 
who needed instruction in things pertaining to salvation. In this 
short paper I shall attempt to lay before my readers two things embodied 
and suggested by the words we are considering. The first suggestion is-

THE GOSPEL OF GRAOE PROCLAIMED. 

The Gospel of grace is a very beautiful thought, because in it we 
have the harmonious Word and work of the blessed Trinity. It is God's 
great and last message to man. As far as the record is concerned, I 
would remind you that the gracious Father employed men in-breathed 

" Our friend's words suggest F. R. He.verge.l's beautiful lines on Fe.nny 
Ctosby, the blind Americe.n hymn-writer, of whom she says the.t though her 
nature.I eyes were sightless, "Her hee.rt ce.n see; her bee.rt ce.n see." Who ce.n 
over-rate the blessing of e. " seeing hee.rt.''-Eo. 
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by the Holy Spirit, to pen the sacred oracles. So that the Gospel of 
grace is called " the word of truth.'· It is emphatically the pure Word, 
free from Jewish tradition and Gentile philosophy. It is a reliable 
history, free from all romance. This wonderful Word of truth has 
Christ for its centre and circumference. In it you have truth and fact, 
prom is!'! and blessing. Its great truth reveals Jesus, and its facts 
describe Him ; and proves that all blessings flow from and through 
Him. These special truths are adapted to man's special state, condition 
and need. The Word of truth declarfls the Beiog of God, and that He 
is a Saviour. Truth says that God is good, benevolent ; but it goes 
further, and assures us that there is grace in His heart towards poor 
sinners. The Word of truth speaks very confidently of a future world ; 
it also whispers to the heart that the future world is the home of the 
redeemed. 

The Gospel of grace is said to be good news. " It is a faithful 
saying." It is goocl in the highest sense, because it is the.very news 
needed by us. It is good, because its grand story unfolds such en
couraging exhorliations and such welcome invitations. It is a marvel
lous history, that of the incarnation of Jesus ; His wonderful and 
eventful life, His sublime teaching, His tender acts, His deep soul 
agony, and His awful death on tbe cross. It is indeed good new,1 from 
a far country, and tells of a Friend, Brother, Redeemer and Saviour. 

The Gospel of grace is said to be salvation. The magnitude of 
salvation appears when we remember that salvation means deliverance 
from ignorance-not of science, poetry and art, but of God. To be 
ignorant of God is to be destitute of hope ; to be hopeless is nothing 
less than spiritual death. Salvation, deliverance from guilt, the penalty 
which the law inflicts, that righteous law which condemns, but ac,1uits 
none. This salvation delivers from the power and fear of death, aad 
from everlasting perdition. Such is very briefly the message proclaimed 
by the apostle, and such is the word which by the Gospel is preached 
unto you. Such is the message entrusted to the ambassadors of the 
cross now, and this goJd news is the only means God will use in accom
plishing His eternal p11rposes of salvation among the fallen sons and 
daughters of Adam. There is none other Name given, no other 
salvation provided. Thank God that " the Word of truth," the t; ospel 
of grace, brings salvation, secures salvation, and declares salvation ! 

" Jesus is our gree.t se.lve.tion, 
Worthy of our best esteem: 

He he.s se.v'd His favourite nation : 
Join t_o singe.loud to Him I 

He he.s se.ved us ; 
Christ alone could us redeem ! " 

We proceed to meditate upon another suggestion:

THE GOSPEL 01" GRACE APPLIIm . . 
They had heard the Gospel of grace; it had been folly published. 

They had set before them the word of truth, the good news, of a great 
and glorious salvation. They believed what they heard-they trusted 
in it, and hoped in it for all that was promised. In a word, that (iospel 
of grace had so penetrated into their hearts, that they abandoned 
idolatry, deserted their idols, and turned to the living God. They 
became really converted persons. The Gospel of grace had proved in 
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their case "the power of God unto salvation." The Lord Jesus Christ 
was the one theme of the Gospel set forth by the apostle, and further, 
Christ was set forth as the one Agent of salvation. This precious 
Gospel of grace was powerfully applied by the invincible power of the 
Holy Spirit to their hearts. So that the order of their conversion was 
hearing, faith, baptism, and the reception of the Holy Spirit. The 
blessed effects of this Gospel of grace are detailed in the epistle. 

I am fully convinced that this same order is obsen-ed and carried 
out now in the conversion of those who are predestinated to eternal life. 
The door of entrance inLo Christ's kingdom is still the New Birth. No 
other way can be made. To be quickened into life, to possess the 
blessings of that new life, must be produced in the soul by the Holy 
Spirit of God. Moreover, I . would say that no other Gospel can meet 
our needs than the Gospel ol Divine grace. If, therefore, dear reader, 
you and I have hope of salvation, it is throngh the free, sovereign grace 
of God, and the gracious operations of the Holy Spirit. After nearly 
forty years' experience of these blessed truths, such is my testimony to 
the honour and glory of God, and to His abounding grace. For such 
testimony yon and I may suffer, have suffered, and do suffer ; but we 
know whom we have believed, and we know that the Gospel of grace is 
the only Gospel suited to our heart's needs. Therefore all other gospels 
a1re cast away, and all false teaching of men. We love a free grace 
Gospel, and in it we confide ; to its great truths we desire to be loyal. 
No other message have we to give, no other word to declare ! Blessed 
be God, we have heard the word of truth, and by His grace believed the 
good news, and it has proved salvation to us ! 

" Grace a.II the work shall crown, 
Through everlasting days ; 

It lays in hee.v'n the topmost stone, 
And well deserves the praise." 

90, Shardeloes Road, New Cross. S.E. 

THE NEED OF AN 
OUR 

EV ANGELIS'l'IO 
CHURCHES.* 

BY EDWIN WHITE. 

SPIRIT IN 

OUR evangel is good. news, therefore should be published abroad ; it is 
sound Gospel truth, therefore we may proclaim it fearlessly. More

over that which has brought joy to our own hearts we are anxious should 
be k~own and received by others. When we have lost this desire as 
Churches, we have loRt sight of one important part of our high and holy 
miPsion on earth. We are here as witnesses to the truth of God, not only 
by a godly walk and conversation amon~ men, but that we should )ift 
up our voice like a trumpet and proclaim aloud the great truths which 
have been committed to our trust to make known to our fellow-men by 
our God. 

1st. In order to carry out our Lord's command. Not one of His corn-

• The above was presented at the Annual Meeting of the Metropolitan 
Association of Strict Baptist Churches in March. It is inserted u.t the desire of 
the Managers-the editor not being resporu,ible for its appearance. 
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mands are revo,ked, or become obsolete by the lapse of time, and this 
stands still unrepealed by Him : " Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature ; he that believeth and is ba:ptized shall be 
saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned." Those to whom these 
words were first spoken have long since passed into the glorious pregence 
of the Lord, but the commission given to them is binding upon us, who 
have the honour to follow so closely in their footsteps, and are the only 
Churches who cin lay claim to the true "apostolic succession" in 
doctrine a'nd in practice. Their work has been entrnsted to us ; their 
mantle has fallen upon us._ Shall we prove negligent in the solemn, yet 
delightful, work assigned us ? Our Captain claims our fidelity to push 
forward the interests of His kingdom. We are united together for that 
purpose : the Gospel is given us, the Spirit has anointed us, the burden 
of the Lord is upon us ; we must make His Word known to the sons of 
men. The day is coming when ~e shall be called to give an account of 
our stewardship ; may we be found faithful unto the end, " holding 
forth the word of life," witnessing both to small and great the mandates 
of our King, without fear or hesitancy telling men of the salvation He 
has wrought out, and Cdlling upon them in His Name tl) listen to the 
message as coming from the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

2nd. The growing population all around us call for. it.· The more 
there are to hear the Word, the more strenuous. our efforts· ~hould be to 
reach them with the message of God's redeeni'ng mercy. Physicians are 
planted thickly in densely-populated districts, for ther~ they know that 
disease will be rife; and do they not need, yea; sorely need, the great 
Physician for their souls, with His healing power ? Who can point 
them to Him so well as those who know by heartfelt experience . the 
saving efficacy of His remedies, which He 11pplies? for it is our boast 
that we do not knowingly receive into our Churche~ any but those who 
are qualified to know the spiritual needs of men, because they have so 
deeply felt their own; and knowing this, they look with eyes of com
passion, 11s Jems did, upon the multitude; also knowing their destitute 
condition, living as many of them do, godless, careless, Ghrigtle,s lives, 
with no hope beyond the present transitor,y life. Our hea'rtis are moved 
with pity for such, or should be; and then knowing the dread hereafte1·, 
when the veil of eternity is lifted, the teeming multitudes have passed 
on, led by the hand .of death, where will they be found ? Shall we have 
been faithful to testify among them the gre'!o~ and glorious truths of 
salvation, so that we can meet them in another world clear of their 
blood, as having borne a faiLhful testimony in our day and generation, 
to all as far as we were ab'e, of God's message of redeeming love and 
mercy to sinful men ? 

3rd. To utilise the services of all our members. Are there not young 
men with ardent souls, burning with zeal, who could be thus employed 
under the wise direction of their pastor ? If not, they will seek a more 
congenial sphere, where their talents may find scope. Our sisters could 
employ their loving ministriei in disseminating sound Gospel literature, 
while those who feel they are not qualified for either of these branches 
of holy !lervice could hold up the hands of those thu~ engag~ by earn~st 
prayer. We fain would see each Church full of life and vigour, with 
every member united in some gracious enterprise to make k~own t~e name 
and fame of our glorious Immanuel. The Church of God 1s not mtended 
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to be a hospital for invalids, but a hive of industry ; it is to be a 
banqueting house where our souls may be fed, but it also is to be en 
armoury wher{l our weapons may be furbished fo1· warfare against evil, 
and we may be made strong to fight the battles of the Lord age.inst 
every form of error and iniquity; and what can meet this better than 
fearlessely publishing everywhere the great truth~ of our holy faith? It 
needs every heart, hand, and voice at the present time ; there must be 
no loiterers in the vineyard, no laggards in the race, no cowards turning 
back in the day of battle. By the love we bear our Lord, by the deep 
need of immortal souls, by our solemn consecration to God, we call upon 
every member fore fresh renewal of their vows of service to our cq,venant 
God this day in our lo_ving Master's Name. • 

" Are we the soldiers of the cross ? 
The followers of the Le.mb? 

And she.ll we fee.r to own His ce.use, 
Or blush to speak Hie Ne.me?" 

4th. The value of the truths we disseminate. Have we not found 
them precious to our own souls ? They found us poor, they have made 
us rich ; they found us despairing, they filled our hearts with comfort 
and joy; they found us dark and ignorant, they have made us wise unto 
salvation; they found us with the dread future before us gloomy and 
foreboding, now our hcpes are bright and blooming with immortality 
and e,erlasting bliss. All this bas been done in our heart's experience 
and our lives by the precious truths of the everlasting Gospel of God's 
grace. And shall we forbear to tell to others where this treasure may be 
found ? Shall we on whom the light of God and glory has shone leave 
others to sit in darkness and the shadows of death ? Let those who have 
drank .of the life-giving stream, which has quenched their souls' thirst, 
tell .where this pure river flows, invite thirsty souls to stoop down and 
drink and live. These truths, based upon the everlasting love of God, 
the perfected work of Christ, have given us solid assurance of an 
heavenly inheritance ; we speak with no hesitancy of our title to these 
eternal possessions-this iR al! stable as God's throne itself, and in this 
age of doubt. l,\wtll we withhold from men the everlasting certainties of 
tt;e Gospel ? Here is a sure foundation to build upon, here is a mine of 
priceless treasure, here is a granary full of provision for needy souls, 
slltisfying; rich and rare. We have found it to be so, brethren ; we have 
tasted it, we know its worth ; we know the Princely Giver of these 
blessings, His matchless lone, His gracious beneficence. We w~ll not 
bide from men what a Saviour He is; He has sent us forth in this dark 
world to bear the lamp. of truth which guides to Him, '' holding forth 
the word of life." This is our missioµ here below, until He shall ea.II 
ui, home. 

" Ce.n we, whose souls e.re lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 

Ce.n we. to men benighted, 
The le.mp of life deny? " 

5th.-J'he ned of our principles to be known. We have no need of 
right to apologize for our existence as " Strict Baptist_ Churches.'' Long 
before any other denomination was known, we were m the field of con
flict ao<l service. Shall it be because our young people are ashamed of 
those principles which have been espoused by some of the noblest spirits 
of every age that they leave us 1 Are our principles based upon the 
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Scriptures ? Then let us make them known fearlessly ; let no one 
around our chapels be in ignorance of what we believe. 'fhe truths -Ge 
hold (or which rather hold us) will bear the light of day; let ug herald 
~hem f9rth at every street corner. I wish it were possible for all our 
Churches to follow the primitive order and baptize in the open river-it. 
gives a grand opportunity to preach the Gospel of God's sovereign grace 
to some who would not come to hear it at any other time ; then we can 
explain the meaning of that ordinance, and why we thus observe it, 
which so graphically sets forth the substitutionary work of our Lord and 
the vital union of the believer to Him•. I am afraid many who live near 
our chapels do not know where they are, much less do they know any
thing about what we teach in them. 'fhis we should seek to remedy 
by carrying the Gospel outside. I am glad that many of our Churches 
do so. Let the same truths be preached outside as inside our chapels
man's lost condition, Christ the only S1vionr, the need of a divine 
change in men, that salvation does save men from sin, and that it is not 
of works, but all of grace. Let us go and pr~ach everywhere the need 
of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

6th. The reviving of our Churches in themselves. Many of them are 
in a low state, we must sorrowfully admit ; and we fear it is in some 
cases for the lack of some holy enterpri~e before them. Work is neces
sary for the health of the body, and so it is likewise for the health of 
the soul. We may be fed to repletion on sound doctrine until we feel no 
desire for any exertion-only to go to sleep. A limb which is not 
used becomes in time paralyzed, and is an encumbrance rather than an 
help to the·body. The very grave charge brought by our Lord against 
the Church of Sardis was, " I know thy works, that thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and ar_t dead." From such a solemn condemnation may 
all our Churches be delivered. There is nothing stationary here below ; 
if we do not progress, we must inevitably retrograde. fhere is much to 
oppose ; we need all our members to be fully engaged in thi'I holy war; 
the trumpet this day sounds a call to arms; leL every soldier of the Lord 
buckle on his armour afresh, renew their vows of consecration o.nd 
allegiance to Him, stand ready to do His service in all the panoply of 
God complete. May He revive all our hearts with courage to do His 
will, and fill our souls with burning love to His cause and interest. 
"May the Holy Spirit come upon each of us again with cloven tongn"s 
as of fire," baptize us afresh with His mi!!hty energy and zeal, fill every 
Church with His great and gracious influence, and cause all Christ's 
ministers to epeak with holy boldnes3 the heavenly Word of God. May 
great grace rest upon all our members, till not a barren spot shall be 
found among all our Churches ; but love, union, peace and prosperity 
abound on every hand. 

" Revive Thy work, 0 Lord, 
Thy mighty e.rm me.ke be.re ; 

Spee.k with the voice the.t we.kes the dee.d, 
And me.ke Thy people hear." 

" PRA.YEBS to God for spiritual things are the most acceptable, but 
prayers for temporals are not despised. A child pleaseth his father 
more when he desireth him to teach him his book than when he begs 
for an apple; yet this reque~t is not refused when it will do him no ill 
to grant it."-T. Manton. 
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THE HIGH PRIEST'S BREASTPLATE. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"And thou she.It me.ke the breastplate of judgment," eto.-Exod. xxviii. 
15-30. 

UNDEK the Mosaic economy Israel had a real gospel, though it was 
only dimly shadowed forth in ceremonial observances. The whole 

dispensation was typical. It has been observed, that while the giving of 
the moral law occupied but one day, Moses spent forty days in the mount 
with God, receiving instructions concerning the ceremonial law, thus 
indicating how dear to God is the go3pel which it figured forth. His 
holy Jaw is dear to God, as it is a transcript of His own holiness. But 
in t~e _gosp~l God h~ given a fuller, clearer, an~ more J?lorioas display 
of HIS mfimte perfect1ons--hence that system which shadowed forth the 
gosp\ll occupied so much longer time in its revelation than the pro
claiming of the moral law did. 

J t may be well for us to notice that nothing was left to the discretion 
of Moses. He was ordered to make all things according to the pattern 
shown to him in the mount. And it is recorded to his praise that he 
"was faithful in all his house "-obedient to every command he had 
received from the· Lord. So we find it over and over again recorded that 
he did" as the Lord commanded Moses." "Obedience is better than 
sacrifice." and in the ceremonies enjoined, exact obedience was essential, 
as each detail had its own special significance. '' I would rather be 
obedient than be able to work miracles." 

The high priest was the centrn of the whole of that economy. All 
the rest ~ould have been entirely useless apart from him. Aaron 
was an eminent type of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, as t4e true and 
great High Priest, is the centre of the goBpel. No priest, rio sacrifice; 
no sacrifice, no access to God for sinners. In our glorious Saviour we 
h~ve the substance of all that was typified in the Aaronic priesthood. 
The high priest's garments are all minutely described ; and Aaron, 
when fully dre,sed therein, must have appeared magnificent and awe
inspiring. We do not deny but that one end in view was to inspire 
awe and reverence in the minds of the people-those were the days 
of the childhood of the Church, and Aaron's 'Ilagnificent appearance 
was calculated to make a deep impression on the minds of an Oriental 
people-but all was typical. 

Among the ornaments worn by Aaron and his successors, the 
"breastplate of judgment" was the most conspicuous and beautiful. It 
was a piece of cloth of most beautiful workmanship, made "of gold 
(thread or lace) blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen." The best 
material and most beautiful colours were employed, and the workman
ship was of the highest order. It was about eighteen inches long and 
nine wide, so that when doubled it was nine inches square. The 
doubling was to give it sufficient thickness for the setting of the 
precious stones it was t~ contain. Of these there were twelve, set i_n 
four rows, three in each row. The names of the stones, and then· 
places in the rows, are given. Suffice it to say of them that they were 
the most valuable, beautiful, and lustrous stones known to the people, 
and were to be placed in settings of gold. 

It is very significant that each of the stones was to have a name of 
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one of the twelve tribes engraved thereon. Thas prepared, the breast
pl11te we.a to be fastened with two chains of gold to the ephod-the 
priest's outer robe-so- that when the priest had that garment on the 
breastplate with the names of the tribes would rest upon bis breast. 
The significance of this appears in verse 29, " And Aaron shall bear the 
uames of the children of Jsrael in the breastplate of judgment upon his 
heart, when he goeth into the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord 
continually.'' The teaching is plain. Aaron's office was for Israel. 
The breastplate resting on his heart teaches that bis deepest affection 
must rest upon Israel, that- he must not discharge his office perfunc
torily, but with holy zeal and love. It shows also that whereinsover 
.Aaron Wd.8 accepted, th_e people were accepted in him, and through the 
sacrifices which he offe, ed. Let us apply this to our great High Priest, 
the Lord Jesus Chris_t. He is the Representative of His Israel, He bears 
His people's names deeply engraven on His heart, and as God bas 
accepted Him and His secrifice on their behalf, so has He accepted all 
whom He represents. This is a most preoious truth ever to be kept in 
mind, calculated to fill us with love and adoration of the grace of our 
triune God and Saviour, while it gives us confidence in our approaches 
to II the thNne of grace.'' 

A further consideration of the breastplate suggests a few thoughts to 
oar mind. The first is the 

VA.1:1,IETY AND DIVERSITY THAT EXISTS IN THE CHUUCH. 

There were twelve stones each di, erse from every other stone. 
Uniformit11 is not to be expected. There are rnrieties of mind, dis
position, and capacity in the Church-de~rees of education, culture, and 
growth. Some are more fully enlightened ; possess a more ripened 
!Ind deeper experience ; are favoured with a larger measure of grace and 
spiritual development than others. There. are the small and the 11reat 
in Christ's kingdom, the infants and the full-grown men, 11 the blade, the 
ear, and the full corn in the ear." The most stupendous set of miracles, 
and the abolition of all individuality, 'Vould be required to make all the 
children alike. • 

Moreover, we would say, uniformity is not to be desired. We could 
indeed wish that all believers were more perfectly joined to~ether, having 
the same mind in the things of God ; that error were eradicated, and 
only the pure truth of God received and held. But where there is life 
there will be variety, and a mere dead uniformity would be deadly mono
tonous. If nll scenery were just alike how tired we should become of 
gazing upon it ! Imagine a picture gallery where there was but one 
picture repeated II thousand times. However good that picture might 
be, long ere we reached the end of the gallery we should become utterly 
weary of the repetition, and probably rush from the place in di~gust. A 
man six feet high, and well proportioned, is a plrn~ant object ; but if all 
the men we met were exactly six feet high, and alike in their ap~ ear
ance, we should, it ma.y be, long for a dwarf or two to break the dismal 
monotony. Variety is charming in every sphere on eu.rth, nor do we 
think it will be lacking in hesven. 

This variety presents us with a lesson in charity. We do not advocate 
the modern substitute for charity-a misrromn-which boasts itself of 
being liberal in its views, and holds nothing with tenacity. True 
charity respects persons, and not truths. The mo~t charitable man will 
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never concede that twice two can be anything else than four to please 
anyone. Truth is troth, and so far as we know it, we must hold it 
tenacionsly. "Hold fast that which thou hru,t, that :ao man take thy 
crown." But there may be a spirit in us like to that in the disciples 
when John said, "Master, we saw one casting out devils in Thy name, 
and h6 followeth not us: and we forbad him, because .he Jolloweth not us. 
Bot !esus said, Forbid him not." There are some who are ready to take 
the Jodgment chair, and pass sentence on all who differ from them in 
the least D?atter, and require that their own peculiar phraseology shall be 
m everyth1ag employed. For all the truth that we know we hope we 
shall ever conteua earnestly, but we dare not condemn ;>thers who may 
differ from ns in non-essentials. 

The stones set in the breastplate remind us also of 

THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. 

The stones were diverse, but they were all set in the same breast
plate, and borne together npon the heart of the high priest. Unity 
and _uniformity are not synonymous terms. Unity may exist where 
there is much diversity. The figure of the human body to which 
the Church is likened in the Scriptures affords us an admirable illus
tration of unity in diversity. What diversity exists in the shape, 
structure, and uEea of different members of the body, yet what perfect 
unity is manifest! So the Church 1s united in her great Head end 
Lord, whose life by His Spirit permeates through every member. 
She is united, too, in all the fundamental truths of the Gospel, and 
every member bes .a full interest in the salvation of God. All the 
names b01 ne upon the heart of the high priest were reprernnted by 
him in his atoning and intercessory office and work-the whole of 
the tribes had an equal interest therein. So the feeblest, least 
instructed irue believer bas a whole Christ. His interest does not 
depend upon his spiritual attainments or knowledge, though bis 
enjoyment and assurance of interest may be affected thereby. 

THE PRECIOUSNESS OF THE CHURCH 

is also clearly suggested. All the stones were precious stones. Every 
true member of the Church is precious to Christ. This does not arise 
out of any difference of nature. " By nature we were children of wrath, 
even as others," even as the rest (R.V.). • 

" What was there in you that could merit esteem, 
Or give the Creator delight?" 

But His choice of them has made them precious. It pleased the Lord 
to make them His people, and so they are precious in His sight. The 
price that He has paid for them also makes them precious ; they are the 
purchase of His blood ; they are too His workmanship, which gives them 
real value. His Spirit has wrought faith, hope, love, and every grace 
within them. As the finished statue, perfected by the art of some great 
sculptor, has become valuable by virtue of the skill that has wrought it 
into a thing of beauty, so the believe! l1as been made precious b,Y Llie 
grace and skill of the great Master Artist, the Holy Ghost. Behernrs 
are the precious sons of Zion, and inexpressibly dear to their Saviour and 
their God. 

We fear we have exceeded the limit of our space, bot must notice 



AND GOSPEL H KRAL D. 

THI<: POSITION THAT THI,; CHURCH OCCUPIE➔. 

The: names of the twelve tribes were eairaven on two onyx stones, 
six on each stone, and the stones set in the shoulder pieces of the priestly 
ephod. . 'l'hat indicated that they were borne carried on the shoulders, 
.upheld by the power of Aaron's antitype. But in the b,eastplate the 
names were on the heart of the priest. Here we have perpetual remem
brance and perpetual representation. Our great High Prit s·, never for 
an instant forgets the least or most iasignificant of His people, they are 
ever on His heart. He never ceases to repm,eat their cause. He appears in 
the presence of God for us, and. "e,er liveth to make intercession for 
them that come unto God by Him." 

But we conclade by noticing 
THE SECURITY THE CHURCH ENJOYS. 

The breastplate was securely bound to the ephod ( ver. 28) by two 
golden chains on the shoulders, and with two laces of blue below to keep 
it in place. God has everlastingly joined Christ and His Church. They 
are one Spirit, one body-He the Head and they the members. "There 
is no separation from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.'' 

'' My name from the palms of His hands 
Eternity will not erase ; 

Impress'd on His heart it remains, 
In marks of indelible grace. 

Yes, I to the end shall endure, 
As sure as the earnest is giv'n : 

More happy, but not more secure, 
The glorified spirits in heav'n." 

THE GOSPEL, THE MEDIUM OF SALVATION. 
" THE Holy Ghost never comes into any poor sinner's soul excrpt 

through the medium of the Gospel of the grace of God. Have 
you ever considered that point? You are praying, perhaps, that the 
Holy Spirit would teach you and be in you a Spirit of revelation, a 
Remembrancer, a Comforter, Instructor, and Teacher. You pray for 
Bis gifts and graces; but have you ever viewed these graces in connec
tion with the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Now, if you want the Holy 
~pirit to come into your soul, you must keep firm hold of the Gospel, 
you must not run away from it to the law or self, but keep firm, fast 
hold of it so far as you have felt its power and have faith in it. If you 
ure tried, s~ill hold the Gospel ; if tempted, still hold the Gospel ; if in 
the furnace of affliction, still hold the Gospel. If you are called upon 
to wade through floods of sorrow, ~till hold fast the Gospel. If Satan 
tell you, you have no part, no part or lot in the matter, still hold fa~t to 
the Gospel. Let not :Satan, if ever you have felt the power or prec10us
ness of the Gospel, baffle you out of it, or drive you from it, but_ hold 
to ~he Gospel, for it is your life. If yon are a poor, guilty, c<;>nsc1ence
stricken backslider hold to the Gospel, for in thl\t alone 1s pardon 
contained and r~ve~led. If you are tempted with manifold and grievous 
temptations, still hold to the Gospel, for ~hrough the Gospel alone can 
come any real or lasting deliverance; and 1t is through the Gospel alone 
that you may hope the Holy Ghost will speak a delivering word to your 
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soul. If you ar~ burdened with many doubt.<! and fears of vour interest 
in Chri~t because you cannot believe, or be what you would, still do 
hold on firm and fast to it. because it is only by the Gospel that theBe 
fears can be removed, and a word of peace be spoken to your conse:)ience. 
If you are wading through deep afflictions, and need a word of consola
~io_n, still hold by the Gospel ; for it is through it tho.t all real comfort' 
IS imparted. And may I not ask you whether this is not commended 
to your conscience as sound doctrine and good experience ? If not, tell 
me what you can substitute for the Gospel ? What balm is there to 
be found anywhere else for bleeding wounds? What pardon for guilty 
sinners ? What peace for rebels ? What terms of composition for 
enemies, but in the Gospel of the grace of· God ? Where else will you 
find anything to suit your case if you are a roor, tempted, tried sinner ? 
Will you go to the law which can only curse and condemn you? Will 
you go to yourself ? What is self ? It is a heap of ruins. What then 
can that do for you ? And not only a heap of ruins, but all moulder
ing ruins-ruins of which every brick has in it the rot and all its 
mortar fallen into dust. So utterly ruined is ·self that with all your 
contrivances to get eomething out of it, it is like making a rope out of 
sand, or like drawing up water with a bucket with the bottom knocked 
out. Where then will you go ? After all you must come to the 
Gospel if your soul is to be saved and ~lessed ; and if you are to experi
ence the consolations of the Holy Ghost, who alone can bless and comfort 
you ; for that blessed Spirit only comes by and through the Gospel into 
the heart. I want, with God's blessing, to impress this vital truth 
upon your mind, that you may not be looking away from the Gospel ; 
and, as Berridge says, "squint and peep another way," but that you 
may keep you.r eyes firmly rixed upon the .Gospel ; for if you believe it, 
it can and will save your soul. • Does • not the apostle say that it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth? So, then, 
there is neither power or salvation in any thing else. Never, therefore, 
expect power, salvation, or comfort but by and through the Holy Ghost 
preaching the Gospel into your heart."-J. C. Philpot. ' 

IN ALL THY WAYS. 

"In all thy we.ys acknowledge Him, and He she.II direct Thypa.ths."-Prov. iii. u, 
.IN e.11 thy ways acknowledge Him, Yes, He shall guide thee, trembling one, 

Lift to the hiUs thine eyes, Thou hast no cause to fear, 
Thou may'st not yet His purpose see, Thine every want to Him is known, 
The way is new and strange to thee, Nor she.It thou we.lk one step a.lone,. 

Hidden and wild it lies, Jesus is ever near, [sprmg, 
But to thy Lord 'tis clear as day, He shall make light from darkness 
Ho shall roll every stone a.way, And from the evil, good will bring-

He shall direct. He shall direct. 
He shall direct thee, fearing one, 

Let not thine heart despond, 
Gently thine every sigh He heeds, 
-Safely through every path He leads, 

Safe to thine home beyond, 
Let not to-morrow's ce.res disme.y, 
He she.II thee strengthen "as thy day '' 

He shall direct. 

Leave Him to lee.d thee, anxious one, 
Faithful e.nd kind is He, 

Like as e. tendel' mother cares, 
Like e.s e. father pity bears, 

So doth He ea.re for thee, 
The sorest straHs a.re ple.in to Him, . 
And ne.ught His precious truth she.11 dim 

-He shall direct. 

KATE STAil-ES. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

IMPRESSIVE CEREMO.'l'Y AT but Obrist bad no sin, and when He 
WARBOYS. came, St. John drew back and said be 

0 B himself bad need to be baptized by 
TEN FEMALE ANDIDATES APTIZED Christ. Jesus was baptized. and they, 

IN THE WEIR. • as Baptists, followed His example. Was 
SONDAY was a red-letter day for the not the command also given to the dis• 
Strict Particular Baptists of Warboys. ciples to go into the world teaching and 
for an extraordinary large number of baptizing in Christ's name? They did 
candidates-ten, and all females-were not accept the Prayer-book as their 
publicly baptized in The Weir in the authority for baptism, but it was their 
presence of a crowd of interested spec- desire to uphold the New Testament 
tators, numbering close upon three , order of baptism, for they accepted the 
thousand. ·1 Scriptures only. Baptism did not mean 

On Sunday the proceedings com- sprinkling, but complete immersion in 
menced with a service ill the chapel at water. 
10 30, there being a very large congre- Then followed prayer, after which 
,r~tion. Pastor Robert M.lltimer (of the pastor gave a warm welcome to the 
Brentford) conducted. The special first candidate, expressed bis pleasure 
hymns sung werll: '· Ollr eonle by love at seeing her nuder such auspicious 
toirether knit," " Repent. and be bap- circumstances, gave her a special text 
tized," ·• Jeana, Saviour, King of Zion," to remember in connection with her 
and "Should any ask the truly wise." baptism, and then, taking her by the 
Piutor Mntimer preached a very telling hand, he led her into the water. The 
sermon, taking as hie text," Master, it pastor said in a very di~tinot voice, 
ie good for ne to be here" (Mark ix. 5). '' My dear sister, on the i,rofession of 

After the service a move was made to your faith I baptize th1,e in the name of 
the Weir. The scene at the Weir was a the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
truly impressive one. It was a glorion~ floly Ghost," and the candidate then 
spring morning. Warboys was bathed diei!.ppeared temporarilv beneath the 
ill sunshine. Ranged round the railings dark waters of the Weir, to be greeted 
of the large pond was !I. orowd -of on her re-appearance by the oboir sinir
epectatore standing a dozen deep, an ing, "Praise ye the Lord, hallelujah! " 
outer fringe being oompoaed of traps, Not before the ceremony had concluded 
waggone, brakes, etc., filled with inter- did any of the candidates attempt to 
eeted apeotatore, while all the windows leave the spot for a change of raiment. 
in the immediate vicinity were likewise The pastor pronounced a blessing, and 
filled by sightseers. immediately the huge crowd com-

Aronnd the entrance to the water menoed to melt away. 
stood the members of the ohoir, with I Mr. S. Fyson, as the senior deacon, 
Mr. Alderson, the indefatigable and will formally receive the candidates 
veteran ohoirmaeter, at their head. At into the Church on Sunday afternoon, 
the water's edire stood pastor Mutimer, when they will partake of the Saora
with Mr. S. Fyeon at his right hand, ment for the first time.-Local Paper. 
while immediately behind them stood 
the ten female candidates. CANNING TOWN (PBoVIDENCE).-

Now all is ready, and a hymn," Jesus, In oonnection with the renovation of 
and shall it ever be?" is announced and the chapel, a pnblio meeting was held 
sung. The pastor holds up hie hand to on Wednesday evening. February 18th, 
enjoin silence, and then in olear, under the presidency of Mr. F. T. New
audible tones he briefly addresses the man, secretary of the Association. While 
huge assembly, Some persona asked, oonttratulating the Church and oongre
be said, why they, as Baptista, plunged gat1on upon the improved appearance 
persons into the water, as that was of their building, the ohairman ex
quite an unnecessary proceeding. To horted them not to think more of the 
make snob a statement as that, he oon-

1 

newly-decorated seats than they did of 
tended, was to exhibit the greatest the obildren, for if they did rub the 
ignorance of the teachings of the Bible. varnish off with their feet, well, we 
Their Lord and Master commanded it, ' would have some more put on. Ad
and it was for them to obey. The will dresses were delivered by the following 
of the Creator must ever be the law of ministers :-Pastor J. Clark (2 Thess. ii. 
the creature, They baptized, then, be- 16), "A good hope throuirh grace;" Mr. 
cause Christ set the example. He was T. Dean (John xvii. 8), "They have be
•1uite prepared to meet objection from lieved that Thou didst send Me," .Mr. 
anyone who might say there were G. Smith (H .. g. ii. 7), "I will fill this 
two baptism~, 0118 by St. John and one house with glory, @aith the Lord of 
by Christ, but he drew strong lines of Hosts ; " pastor H. F. N oyea, "Provi
demarcation between the two as to deuce." Ivy Davi~, aged seven years. 
snob. St. John baptized because of sin, 

1 
amidst applause, gave in the result of 
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her farthingoollection, which amounted 
to :£2. Votes of th&nks were accorded 
to the chairman. spea.kers, and to Miss 
Ivy Davis, also to Messrs. Wirn and 
Pritchard, the contra.ctors, for the extra 
work they had done free of cost. We 
heartily thank our ~ra.cious Lord for a 
further pre>of of His presence with us 
in givin,:r unto His people in this place 
so mnch of good. God has helped us to 
beautify His house, and now may our 
lives be ma.de beautiful in His service, 
"And let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon us : and establish Thou the 
work of our hands upon us; yea. tbP. 
work of our hands establish Thou it.·• 

E~O~, WOOLWlCH.-On Tuesday. 
March 12th, the twelfth anniversary of 
the pastorate of Mr. E. White was cele
brated. In the afternoon, at 3.30, a 
Permon was preached by pastor R. 
Mutimer. A pnblic meeting was helrl 
in the evening, presided over by Mr. F. 
J. Ca.tcbpole, and addresses were l!'iven 
by pastor~ W. H. Rose. J. Parnell, R E. 
Sea.re. R. Mutimer,a.nd T. Jones. After 
Mr. West, of Erith, had sought the 
Divine blessing, our pastor, in review
ing the pa.et, said that dnring the pa.et 
six months he had experienced much 
of the Master'd presence, and had en
joyed much liberty in preaching the 
Word, tba.t things had been progressing 
in a most marked manner. He thanked 
God for a good Sunday-school from 
which he had received much help. Mr. 
Sears spoke in a cheerful manner from 
"Within the veil." Mr. Mntimer de
livered a soul-stirring speech from 
Exod. xv. 23, showing how God's people 
have to come to Ma.rah; bot O the won
ders of grace, "the Tree of sweetness l " 
Jesus is that Tree to those who need 
Him and know Him. Mr. Jones spoke 
from '·A preacher of the Woril,'' Mr. 
Parnell on •• The Bihle," and Mr. Rose 
on ·• The ministry" (2 Cor. iv. l ). 
Mr. Abrahams (Sunday-school super
intendent) also gave ns a few words in 
his usual loving m!l.nner. 'fbe collec
tions for the pastor were fairly good, 
and we felt the Lord had been with us; 
and what a good thing it is to be en
rolled under the banner of onr Lord 
-and Master Jesus Christ.-J. H. W. 

HORNSEY RISE (ELTHORNE-HOAD). 
Services to celebrate our 20th anniver
i!ary were held on March 15th and 19th, 
-and proved times of much encourage
ment to us in our work amongst the 
young. Two sermons were preached by 
our pastor, Mr. H. D. S:i.ndell, on 
Lord's-day, March 15th-in the morn
ing from Gal. iv. 26, and in the evening 
from 2 Tim. i. 5. On the following 
Thursday the scholars met for tea at 
5.:l0, followed by a public meeting, at 
which our esteemed friend, Mr. T. 
Dean, of Wandsworth, presided. After 

the reading of Matt. xviii. 1-H, and 
prayer by brother Goodhew, the secre
tary read the annual report, whioh 
showed seventy-three sohola.re in regu
lar attendance, with a muoh improved 
individual a.vera.,:re compared with last 
year's figuree. notably in the morning 
school. The oha.irma.n in his openin,:r 
remarks expressed the plea.sure lie had 
in being with us, and enforced the 
necessity of tea.oh ing the troth to the 
rising race, seeing hpw the ohildren 
were sought after by the papists and 
other fa.lee teachers to-day. He urged 
us to eschew pessimism and continue 
stedfa.stly in our work, relying upon the 
promise and strength of our God to 
bring salvation. A very encouraging 
and edifyinir address followed by our 
brother J. E. Elsey upon the worde, 
"Search the Scriptures" He reminded 
us that no book could compare with 
the Bible, that it contained riches 
worthy of being sought after, and it 
also revealed the way to eternal glory. 
Our brother Licence was also greatly 
helped in engaging the attention of 
both young and old, while he very 
aptly described the closing scene of 
man's life here below from Eccles. xii. 
A few words from our pastor, thanking 
our many kind friends for their pre
sence and valued help which had tended 
to make the meetings a suocees, followed 
by the Benediction, brought the meet
ing to a olose. The collections totalled 
£5 Us. 5d. Onr friend, Miss Harrington, 
again remembered onr scholars, and 
presented • packets of sweete.-A. G. 
SANDELL, Hon. Sec. 

HORHAM, 
THE annual meeting in connection with 
the Bible-ola.ss was held on Wednesday, 
February llth. We were very pleased 
that Mr. Ward, pastor at La.xlield, was 
able to be with us a.gain to preside over 
our meeting. The openinir hymn. 
'"Kindred in Christ," &o., having been 
sung, R.nd a few appropriate verses read 
from Paa. oxix., Mr. Barney sought the 
Divine blessing. 

The president in his opening remarks 
spoke encouragingly to those gathered 
representing school, choir, and Bible
olass. The teachers he exhorted to mnoh 
prayer, patience, and perseverance. The 
singing of the praises of Zion shall em
ploy the redeemed for ever, and he 
spoke of the necessity of the praises 
here being in such a way that the 
whole congregation could join in them. 
The members of the Bible-ola.ss he 
directed to the exhortation of Moses to 
Iua.el in Deut. xi. 18-21 and Pea. 
cxix. 9. 

The report of the Bi ble-ola.ss was 
very cheering, showing that there had 
been no falling off in attendance, and 
the interest in the selected subject bad 
been well maintained. 
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Addressee were then given by various 
friends. Mr. J. Knights compe.red the 
Bible-ola.ee to a. fresh root whioh wa.s 
growing out1 a.nd urged the importance 
of Bible stucty. Mr. Oxborrow spoke of 
the Word being sufficient to lit for life's 
work. Mr. Te.ylor dwelt upon the 

. inspiration of the Scriptures. Mr. 
Butcher m11,de some proli.te.ble remuks 
from 1 Kings vi. 7. Mr. S. Ha.we~, 
superintendent of the Sunde.y-sohool, 
told of the love a.nd unity which pre
ve.iled a.monf,fst the workers a.nd the 

· hee.lthy condition of the school.' The 
meating wa.s also addressed by brethren 
We.rren and Linfif. 

After thanking the friends who ha.d 
ta.ken a.n active pa.rt, a.nd those who 
from sister Churches he.d come to join 
with us on this occasion, the meeting 
we.a closed with prayer. R. W. H. 

successful: 3 ge.ined prizes; 9 lirst ale.as 
e.nd 2 second class certifice.tes. The 
prize winners were Edith M. Vine, Ruth 
De.dswell1 a.nd Fred H. Whitehorn. 

We ha.et a. welcome surprise in the 
visit of our old friend, Mr. I. R. Wa.kelin. 
who ge.ve a.n interesting address on 
"Reaoing;" while our brethren Loo8ley 
a.nd Newman gave us hearty and en
couraging addresses thoroughly suited 
to the occe.sion. 

During the evening the scholara se.ng 
specie.I hymn~, a.nd severe.I reoited suit
e.ble pieces in a. very creditable me.nner. 
The a.ttenda.nce wa.s very good, the 
collections realising nee.rly £8. We 
"thank God e.nd take courage." 

KENl'ISH TOWN (BASSETT-STREET). 
WE commenced and have continued 
wore hip in the above place since Feb. 1st, 
but having had somewhat extensive 

CLAPHAM (Cou&LA.ND-GROVE). alterations a.nd improvements, a.ta. cost 
SERVICES to commemorate the 17th of over :£300, we held special re-opening 
anniversary of the Sunday-school were services on Tuesday, March 2-lth. 
held on Lord's-de.y, March 15th, when A very good cougregaiion gathered in 
Mr. H. Dadewell, pastor, preached the afterno:>n to hear pastor J. W. Wren 
excellent sermons morning and evening, ( of Bedford), who preached an excellent 
and in the afternoon gave a. special inspiring sermon from Rom. i. rn. 
address to the echola.rs, teachers a.nd Abont 180 persons pHtook of tea., 
friends; a.fterwa.rds distributing 123 providod in the newly built vestry and 
prizes, whioh included 25 Bibles. in the oho.pal. 

On Wednesday, 18th, nearly 200 At the time of the commencement of 
soholare a.nd friends partook of a the evening meeting every seat in the 
bountiful tea., doing ample justice to chapel wa.s oocupied, a.nd about 60 
the good things provided. persons seated on the platform. The 

At the pnblio meeting afterwards, chairman, Mr. W. P. Goodley, of Hill
presided over by the beloved pastor, street, Dorset-3quare, who gave a very 
Mr, George Whitehorn implored the cheering a.nd encouraging address, 
Divine blessing upon the gathering. spAa.king of the blessedness of the 

The annual report. read by the super- means of grace. He was supported by 
intendant, Mr. A. Vint', wa.s of a most pastors E. Mitchell. J. E. Flag!?', J. 
encouraging nature. At the end of Bush, F. Fells, A. E. Brown. and T. 
1902 there were 155 scholars upon the Hall, a.nd the p!!.stor (H. 'f. Chilvers), 
register (including the superintendent's who gave Gospel addresses, o.nd spoke 
Bible-ola.ss). which was 10 le3B than the appropriately of our settlement in the 
year before,a.lthough this was aooounted district of Kentish Town. 
for by a. close revision of the roll, and At the commencement of the meeting 
the remove.I of the names of some who Mr. A. Weat, the Secretary of our 
had been very irregular in a.ttenda.noe. Renovation Fund, gave a. statement as 
During this year oonsiderable additions to our progress fina.noie.lly 1md numeric
had been made, a.nd the school is now ally. "Gratitude." he said, '· wa.s the 
in a. very flourishing condition. The keynote of hie report-, for the Lord had 
teaching staff numbers 14, of whom 11 done g,ea.t things for them, o.nd this 
are Church members. The a.vera.ge inspired to greater effort9 in the future." 
attendance, espeoia.lly in the mornings, He ste.ted that congregations were good, 
had been excellent, e.nd the conduct e.nd that on Sunde.y evening every seat 
remarkably good. In the e.utumn a. in the oho.pal was generally .iccupied. 
Band of Hope was commenced, e.nd now It we.a with pleasure he reported that 
numhera 67 members. A bra.nob of the the members of Ce.mden High Schools 
Children's Country Homes Fund ha.s had united with them. a.nd he.d handed 
b~en started; a.nd the International to the Renove.tion Fund the sum of 
Bible Ree.ding Assooia.tion he.d 70 :£200, • the be.la.nee of their Building 
members. The sum of :£-1 iis. 6d. ha.d Fund, a.nd that we were working ho.r
be~n. forwe.rded to the Strict Baptist moniously together. Mr. West e.lso 
!111ss1on; the fine.noie.l statement show- stated the.t the friends ha.d worked he.rd 
1ng a. bale.nee of £5 13~. 3d. in the for the le.at few weeks to augment the 
treasurer's hands. On Ma.rob 14th, fund by the time of this meeting, and 
1902, 14 scholars were examined in con- he.d succeeded in bringing it to a. tote.I 
nec~ion with the Sund11,y-sohool Union of :£801 3s. 6_:i .. _this included the be.lance 
Scripture Examination, a.nd were a.II I of e. Rebu1ld1ng Fnnd ste.rted some 
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yee.rs e.go, and e.lso £200 for Ce.mden. 
He farther ste.ted tbe.t £ 780 be.d been 
pe.id away, inoluding £500 off the pur
che.se prioe of lea~e of cbe.pel. e.nd £250 
as p"rt of builder·s e.cco:unt. There we.3 
still needed about_ £.'l60 to complete the 
purchase of chapel, and settlement of 
builder·s acoount and other·dete.ils. 

The collections taken at the services 
amounted to £21 15s. 3d. When this was 
announced our brother Burrows sprang 
to his feet and promised. £5 if we could 
get other promises then _to the amount 
of £40. Mr. Be.rradell was present and 
promised £25, and the amount was soon 
made up. 

Oar hearts are full of praise to our 
God, and we are looking for great 
blessing. The happy meeting closed 
with praise. 

HOMERTON ROW. 
THE pastor's 12th anniverse.ry was held 
on April 2nd, when a sound and se.voury 
discourse was preached in the afternoon 
by Mr. W. Sinden. 

In the evening the Holy Ghost 
1rraciously helped our good brother J. 
P. Barre.dell to preside over the public 
meeting, when addresses were delivered 
bv brethren Millwood, Peacock, See.re, 
Henson and Sandell on the subject of 
the ministry, which were listened to 
with considerable interest. 

The chairman said that he.ving known 
the pastor for so many years, and profit
inl!' through the e.cqne.inte.noe in a 
spiritual sense, he felt that he must 
come e.nd offer a word of sympathy and 
congre.tula.tion on the pastor's release 
from secular employment after so many 
years' bondage, and to render some 
efficient help towards the heavy 
expenses ce.used by removing, and hie 
dear wife's painful and serious illness. 
His own beloved wife had undergone 
two operations, and he.vin,r he.d her life 
spared. he wished to show his gratitude 
to Almighty God for so much mercy. 
He he.d lost all his children but his wife 
was spa.red, and God had blessed hie 
basket e.nd his store, and he prayed for 
submission to His will under the rod 
and grace under Hie smile. He, there
fore, begged of the Lord to accept of hie 
humble offering - £20- towards the 
collection, whioh was £12 183., making 
a tote.I of ,£32 18s., as a present to the 
pe.etor'e wife. 

A paper we.s read by our brother 
Be.ker, containing a concise report of 
the effects of the 1pe.etor'e twelve yea.re' 
ministry.• 

A few loving and cheering remarks 
frorn our beloved e.nd v<mere.hlA brother 

[• This shows a net increase of 75 mem
bers-the securing of the freehold-the 
formation of 3 Bible-classes. and inaugura
tion of open-air services. We should like to 
give the statement in full if space allowed 
of our doing so.-J. E. F.] 

J. He.ine~, concerning the past and 
present of the Church, and e. few words 
from the pastor, brought to e.n end one 
of the happiest meeti!)gs of late years. 

CANTATli: DOMINO. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).-Special services 
were held e.s usual on Good Friday, 
when we he.d the pleasure of welcoming 
brother Realff (of Leicester); who, after 

_an absence of 15 or 16 year~, came again 
e.nd preached to us the grand old truths 
of the Gospel, in his own sound, clee.r, 
and thoughtful manner. In the after
noon he dwelt very blessedly upon Pea. 
cvi. 4, 5, likening it to Jacob'e ladder, 
with steps from nature to grace and 
from grace to glory. In the evening 
the subjeot was the significant title 
upon the Se.viour'e cross (John xix. 19. 
20), showing bow plainly God's hand 
was seen in not allowing Pilate to alter 
it. The Jews wanted it altered, but God 
had determined it must remain "Jesus 
of Naze.retb, King of the Jews." It 
being written in Hebrew.and Greek, and 
Latin also, furniebed the preacher with 
many edifying e.nd savoury remarks. 
The public tea and interve.l gave time 
for friendly intercourse, our brother 
being well remembered by many. We 
were encouraged by ,rood congregations, 
and we believe it was good for e.ll that 
they went to the house of the Lord.
H. B. 

FARNBOROUGH, KENT. 
MEMORIAL TO THE LATE PASTOR. 

A VERY interesting public meeting took 
place on Wednesda.y evening, Feb. llth, 
which was preceded by e. public tea., at 
which a goodly number of friends were 
present. The object of the meeting we.a 
the unveiling of e. white marble tablet, 
on black ground, in grateful and alfeo
tione.te memory of the late pastor, Mr. 
lse.&c Be.lle.rd, who we.s the founder, and 
for thirty-Ii ve years the pa.stor of the 
above place of worship. The oost of the 
tablet was chiefly met by subscriptions 
from various friends who bad known 
the pastor-some for many years. 

Mr. W. Vinson, J.P., of Orpington, 
presided, and in his address made very 
appropriate and kindly reference to the 
more.I e.nd spiritual worth and devoted 
labours of Mr. Ba.lla.rd. Other speakers 
followed. 

Pastor J. Cattell, of Bessels Green, 
Sevenoa.ks, performed the pleasa.nt dut:v 
of unveiling the tablet, and spoke of 
the long persona.I friendship which he.d 
existed between them, of the esteem in 
which Mr. Be.Hard was held by all w~o 
he.d known him, Pond referred to bis 
long, useful life spent in me.king known 
the truth he so dearly loved. 

Mr. Higgins, of Orpington, also a.d· 
dressed the meeting, e.nd referred to 
Mr. Ballard's indefatigable labours on 
behalf of fruit-pickers and hop-pickers 
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and the enormous quantity of Goepel 
traote whioh he distributed among 
them, generally accompanied l,y a kind 
and suitable word .. 

Mr. W. Richardson, of Sevenoaks. 
briefly spoke or the life, work, and 
peo.oefnl end of Mr. Bu.llo.rd. 

A very cheering and enjoyo.ble meet
ing waR brought to u. close by singing 
the D.1xology. . W. R. 

TOTTENHAM (EBENEZEB; PHILIP· 
LA.NE).-The Sunday-school anniver
sary services were held on Easter 
Sonday and Monday. On Sonday morn• 
ing. pastor Gibbens preached from the 
text Acts iv. 33, his point being "The 
Resnrreot,on of the Dead, and c,f 
Christ." The testimony wu.e with great 
power, because they were commissioned 
to go, and because or their experience 
and zeal. Gracious result. Great grace 
was upon them, that is, strengthening, 
sustaining, and enlightening grace. In 
the afternoon u. very interesting u.ddrees 
was given to the children by pastor 
Ju.mes Clark, of Bethnu.l Green, to the 
scholars and friends,-148 scbolu.rP. in 
addition to teachers and friends being 
present. His eubjeot was Eccles. xii. 
1-7. Description of u. house. Pulling 
down of the house. What beoomes of 
the house whttn polled down. In the 
evening u. sermon was preached by 
pastor Ju.mes Clark, from Luke xiii. 18, 
19, "Seed representing the grace of 
God." Sowing seed simply in the garden 
in faith, with the consequent result, the 
seed grew. The chapel was well filled 
with children and friends for the even
ing service. On Monday afternoon· an 
excellent sermon was preached by 
paetor W. H. Rose, of Woolwioh, to a 
good aseembly, on "Pu.ul'd Self
Estimu.te," tu.king as text the words 
addressed to ,I ohn the Baptist, " What 
sayeet thou of thyself?" (John i. 22), 
and applying them to the apostle Paul 
and producing five-fold answer. In the 
evening, Mr. Armstrong, of New 
Cross, oooupied the chair. After u. few 
remarks he ou.Iled upon Mr. Nu.ah, senr. 
to engage in prayer. The superinten
dent, Mr. Ha.rrie, gave a very 
encouraging report, stating that there 
were 166 scholars on the booke, fresh 
scholars continuously coming, but u. 
great need for more teaohers and school
room aooommodu.tion; also referring to 
the .auxiliaries and their work. 'fhe 
financial statement. was given by the 
treasurer, Mr. Littleton, who also 
reported the position of Ii nances as 
regards the new school building fund. 
Brother Nash, junr., late superinten
dent, after giving u. brief history of the 
school from it, formation, a.mongHt 
other things, stated that the present 
BUJ?erintendent, Mr. Harris, and hie 
wire, came in one Sunday afternoon, he 
considered in response to u. prayer that 

same· morning for more help in the 
school, as be wa.9 then the only teacher 
with u. class of 30 echola.rs, after which 
he gave u. brief address from lea. lxv. 
23, '' They shall not labour in vain ... 
Pastor W.R. Rose irave another addrese. 
his points being-Repentance, Prayer, 
Faith, and Trust. Brother Pickett-, 
superintendent of Park Ridings. Wood 
Green, gave an interesting address from 
Gen. xxxii. 17, "Whose art thou I and 
whither goest than?·• Pastor Gibbens 
closed the meeting with a few words of 
encouragement and thanks to friends 
from other Churches for coming to 
cheer us up, la.dies for their help, and 
especially to Miss Logs,ion, and Mr. 
Littleton, for training the children in 
the singing, which was well rendered 
and appreciated. Colle~tions a.mounted 
to £7 33, 4½d. 

WILLENHALL. STAFFS. (LITTLE 
L0ND0N).-The 111th anniversary of 
the formation of the IJhurch was held 
on Lord's-day, March l.otb. Pastor 
William Gill, of Norwich, was again 
brought into our midst in all the fo.lnees 
of the blessing of the Goepel of Ch,ist. 
and under the rich a.r:ointing of the 
Holy Ghost. Three sound and savoury 
disoourses upon the covenant love, 
precious blood. and distinguishing grace 
of u. Triune J ehova.h, were listened to 
with both plea.sure and profit. The con

.gregations were larger than ever, the 
collections were better than before, t.he 
singing was very hearty, and, above all. 
the delightful presence of our beloved 
and adorable Redeemer was realised and 
rejoiced in at Ja.eh of the services. As 
a,· Church and people we have co.use to 
say with one of old, "The Lord ho.tb 
done ll'rea.t things far us, whereof we o.re 
glo.d." That He mo.y still continue to 
shine upon us and bless us, is the eo.rntst 
prayer of-ALFUED B. TETTMAH, µastc-r. 

ZOAR, GRAVESEND.-A verv in
teresting ceremony took place on E~ster 
Monday ofternoon, April ]:Ith. the 
occa•ion being the marria1re of Mi;s F. 
Grace Goldsmith (the youngest dnughter 
of Mr.J.Goldsmith. one of the doocons) 
to Mr. E. F. Short. The pastor, Mr. 
Charles A. Guy, tied the nuptial knot. 
in the preeenue of a comiderable 
number or friends who had gn.therAd to 
witness the ceremony. The bride hnd 
been connected with the chapel from 
infancy, and was received into Church 
fellowship after bo.i,ti;m some months 
sine<', and bv her bright and ho.ppy 
ways had made herself generally loved, 
and had made herself n.pprecin.ted in 
leading the pra i ;e service at the Monday 
prayer-meeting•. At the close of the 
ceremony, the pastor presented the 
bride in the nu.me C\f the friends with a 
handsome marble timepiece, with silver 
plate, bearing imoription, in a few 
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sentenoes expressive of appreciation 
for paet services and wishes for future 
happiness of both bride and bridegroom. 

NORWICH (PITT·STREET).-The 5th 
anniversary of re-opening of this 
ancient place of worship was com
memorated on March 12th, when Mr. 
Cooper, of Lakenhee.th, prea.ched in the 
morning and evening, and Mr. J. D. 
Hunt (the pastor-elect) in the after
noon. There was savoury meat for the 
tried and experienced children of God, 
also milk for be.bes in Christ; it was 
indeed a time of refreshing. We were 
pleased to welcome friends from Brooke, 
Claxton, Se.xlinghe.m, and Salhouse. 
We pray that our efforts to "Extol the 
stem of Jesse's rod,and crown Him Lord 
of all" in this old city may be greatly 
owned and blessed by the Lord the 
Spirit. Brother Hunt has accepted the 
pastorate, and we believe the hand of 
the Lord he.a been experienced by us in 
this matter. May unction and power 
from on high be with him in his work 
of faith and labour of love amongst us. 
" Thus far our God has led us on, 

And made His grace ::.nd mercy known." 
-R. FoRDH.t.r,i:, Church, Secretary. 

CLAPHAM (REHOBOTH, BEDFORD· 
ROAD).-On Tuesday, March 7th, we 
held our 46th anniversary of the form&• 
tion of the Church. Mr. 0. S. Dolboy 
preached in the afternoon, from the 
words, "Even the Spirit of troth ; 
whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him; 
but ye know Him; for He dwelleth 
with yon, and shall be in you." "Tl!e 
sermon was much :i.pprecie.ted by a good 
congregation, after which a goodly 
number partook of tee., much larger 
than nsne.l. The evening meeting was 
presided over by Mr. J. M. Rundell. 
Brother Mundy led us to the throne of 
grace, after which brother Arnold read 
the report, which dwelt upon the 
mercies of the past year, that we had 
been kept together in the unity of the 
fa.ith. Our pastor he.a been enabled to 
testify of the truth with no nncerta.in 
sound. and encouraged to continue 
in his work and la.hour of love. 
Our Sunday-school seems in a better 
condition than it has done for some 
time paijt, which encourages our brother 
Wybrow to go on, trusting in time that 
his la.hours will bring forth fruit to the 
glory of God. Our financial position is 
very encoura.ging ; our expenses are met 
by the kind help of our friends a.nd 
visitors. The cba.irman then gave a.n 
epitome of his experience as to bow he 
became e.cqua.inted with the truth of 
the Gospel. He was very plea.sad to be 
with them, and he.a been, and will be 
while they hold fast to the eternal 
verities of God's eternal truth. Mr. 
Dolbey spoke from the words, '' Sa.ve 

Thy people a.nd bless Thine inheritance, 
feed them also, a.nd hft them up for 
ever.'' Some ver7 preoious things were 
dwelt upon-saving, blessing, feeding, 
and lifting them up. Mr. Parnell dwelt 
upon the word.'· Preservation," entering 
much upon the Fa.ther'd preserva.tion of 
His Son Jesus Christ when here belowi 
from a. be.be upwa.rds, until His fine. 
victory over death, a.nd the gra.ve to 
His i:rlorified plaoe in the Fa.ther's 
kingdom, there to intercede for all His 
redeemed family. Then our brother 
Wa.1te ga.ve a. summa.ry of the Lord's 
lea.dings a.nd tea.chings from ea.rly days 
up to the present, and tha.nked those 
who ha.d oome to wish them God speed. 
The collection amounted to over :£6. 
Let us then tha.nk God, a.nd ta.ke 
coura.ge.-C. H. F. 

WILLINGHAM, CAMBS.-On Ma.rch 
8th, la.st, in the Old Ba.ptist Cha.pal, we.a 
heartily celebrated a.nether Sunda.y
school anniversary. Muoh zea.loos love 
had ma.rked the efforts of both teachers 
and scbola.rs for weeks in a.nticipation 
of this auspicious da.y, which ea.me in 
bright weather. Two sermons were 
preached, morning a.nd evening, by Mr. 
B. J. Taylor, of Forest Ga.te, Essex, 
from 1 Kings iii. 7, "I am but a. little 
child : I know not how to go out or 
come in," a.nd Ma.tt. xxi. 16, "Hee.rest 
Thou what these sa.y?" In the after
noon, the ga.thering of children, parents, 
friends, numbered between 600 a.nd 700, 
and was presided over by Mr. Taylor. 
Specie.I hymns and a.nthems were 
efficiently rendered by the choir a.nd 
children, a.nd a.bout thirty-five schola.rs 
and four tea.chers took pa.rt in recita
tions a.ntl dia.logues, which were not 
only excellent ma.tter, but ably 
executed. Miss Tibbit presided at the 
ha.rmonium, to whom, with the help of 
the teachers, is due the successful tra.in
ing of the children in their musica.l a.nd 
recitative pieces. It is not a. very la.rge 
school, but the sixty sobola.rs seem to be 
fond of their school. The oolleotions 
during the da.y a.mounted to nea.rly :£4. 
-SAMUEL J. TAYLOR, 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDENCE),-The 
third a.nni versa.ry of the pa.stora.te we.a 
held on Good Frida.y, April 10th. A 
sermon we.a prea.ched in the a.fternoon 
by pa.stor E. White, which we.a muoh 
enjoyed. A tea. meeting followed, a.nd 
over 100 sat down. A public meeting 
we.a held in the evening. The pn.stor, 
O. H. Oudmore took the oha.ir. The 
reports were read. The Bible-ola.ss ie 
still ma.inta.ined with a.n a.vera.ge of 3_3. 
The Tract Society issued over 6,000 1n 
the villa.gee. The inorea.se in the oon· 
irrege.tion is still ma.rked, notwithsta.nd· 
rng severe.I remove.ls in Provideuoe, 
a.nd by dea.th. The fine.nee is ma.in· 
te.ined, the numbara.dded to the Ohuroh 
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is six nett, ma,king thirty-four for the 
three yea,rs' pa,stora.te. The services 
were hea,rty, 11,nd la,rge oongrega,tions 
gathered to hea,r the Word, a.nd the 
11,ddresses by the brethren in the even
ing. To God be 11,ll the glory. 

WOOD GREEN. 
A NUMBER of Christia,ns met a.t Pa,rk 
Ridings Be.ptist Cha,pel on Good Frida,y 
to celebrate the eleventh 11,nniversa,ry of 
opening, 11,nd they truly enjoyed them
selves, 

Pastor W. H. Rose, of Woohvic"b, wa,s 
by the Holy Spirit enabled to open out 
ha.. liii. 11, ·• He sha,11 see of the tra,va,il 
of His soul 11,nd shall be satisfied." 
Christ's eufferings and His satisfaction 
for them. Chridt's sufferings were
(1) penally associa,ted, (2) Divinely 
inflicted,. (3) substitutionally endured, 
(4) gloriously recompensed. Christ 
was satisfied. (1) As a conqueror, (2) 
Intercessor, (3) Administrator ( 4) 
Progenitor. 

Brother Al)plega.te presided at the 
evening meetrng. He rea,d PsA.lms xlvi. 
and lxvii. Our deaoon (brother. Crow
hurst) besought the Lord's smile upon 
us. The chairman alluded to the 46th 
Psa,lm as being one endea.red to Luther, 
and pointed to it as snita.ble to the 
people c:>f God, especially in this da,y of 
declension. 

Brother Henson pointed to the oross 
of Christ. He said the oross of Christ 
wa,s (1) The truth opposed to unbelief, 
(2) The righteousness opposed to self
righteousnese, (3) The love of God 
opposed to the ca.rnal mind, 

Brother Rose referred to the circum
sta,noes for meeting-viz., the eleventh 
anniversary of opening,-a.nd most 
interestingly brought to our minde, by 
way of oompa.rison, the opening of the 
Temple between 2,000 and 3,000 years 
ago. 

Pastor Fells, of High bury, said he had 
been lifted up through the afternoon's 
di@course, All who listened to our 
brother oould so distinotly deteot that 
hi_s utteranoes from the words, "Be 
st11l, and know I am God" wereooming 
from a heart passing through a, season 
of trial and bereavement. He was led 
to enlarge upon the blessing of spiritual 
di~oipline, acquired by not merely sub
m!tt1ng to, but aoquiessing in, God's 
Will, 

Pastor Gibbens, of Tottenham, dwelt 
upon the preciousness of Christ. ·• Unto 
you wbiob believll He is precious." 
Muob as we love, be said, the doctrines 
of . Divine gra.oe, "the faith onoe 
delivered unto the sainte," yet they 
would be oold without the Person of 
the Lord Jesus Obrist. 

Our pastor, S. Hutobiuson, welcomed 
all the friende, and expressed sympathy 
wb I tb brother Fells in bis sorrow. H~ 

eld up before us the words, "The 

Lamb in the midst of the throne" 
(Rev. v.). 

Collections and congregatione were 
fairly good. The spirit and tenor of the 
gatherings were Christ-like, and we 
trust will have a.n abidinj;' pla.ce in our 
hea,rts and memories. P. J. C. 

OLD BRENTFORD.-The 8?ith anni
versary services in connection with the 
Church meeting at North-road. Brent
ford, were held as usua,l on K,ster 
Monday, April 13th, when three eermons 
were preaehed. In the morning by }lr. 
E. Mitchell from 1 Cor. i. 2, ·• Unto the 
Cnurch of God which is a.t Corinth. to 
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus 
ca.lled to be saiuts, with a.II tha.t in every 
place call upon the name of Jesus Obrist 
our Lord, both theirs and ours:· In the 
afternoon and evening by Mr. B. J. 
Northfield. In the afternoon our brother 
took three texts-" Looking unto Jesus .. 
(Heb. xii. 2), .. Leaning upon Jesus .. 
(John xiii. 23). ·'Learning of Jeaus" 
(Ma.tt. xi. 29). In the evening the text 
was "And they came to Him from every 
quarter" (Mark i. 15). The attendance 
at eaoh servioe was above the average, 
and the sermons were much enjoyed. 
Both seekers a.fter Christ, and those who 
have long known and loved the Loni. 
alike expressed their pleasure and 
delight at the good things set before 
them by our two dear brethren in their 
truly spiritual and profita.ble discouldes. 
We are hoping aud praying-for gracious 
results to follow the faithful preaching 
of the Word. The Lord is very graciously 
blessing the ministry of onr own dear 
pastor, Mr. R. Mutimer. We ba.ve six 
oa,ndida.tes now waiting; for baptism, a.nd 
many others are anxionsly enquiring 
their w .. y a.fter the Lord. and wishing 
to be numbered with the Lord's people. 
To God be all the praise.-E. FROM OW. 

RATTLESDEN (BURY ST. EDMUNDS). 
-The third anniversary of the recog
nition of pastor W. F. Edgerton was 
held ou Good Friday. A sermon, based 
upon Pea.. lxxxi. 10, full of instruction 
and encouragement. wa.s preached in the 
afternoon by pastor John Jull, of Eden 
Chapel, Oambridge. 120 persons sat 
down to tea.. Pastor W. F. Edgerton 
presided at the evening meeting-, which 
was w.ill attended. Brother D. Bland, 
of Bradfield, offered pro.yer. The pa.stor 
spoke upon the past year a.shaving been 
one of peaoe and a. mea.sure of prosperity. 
The additions to the Churob were: by 
ba.ptism, 10; by tramfer, 2, Sunday• 
sobool teaohers, 11; soholare, 87, The 
Christian Ha.nd has a membership of :18; 
a.verageattenda,nce, 33 Villa.g-e Statione, 
3. Pastor Edgerton referred to the 
Eduoa.tion Act. a,nd his determina.tiou 
to offer pa.ssi ve resista.noe to the rate 
wbiob would support teaching whioh 
wa,e stealthily undermining the Pro-
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teetantiem of the district. Mr. Strickeon. 
& deacon of the Baptist Church. Stow: 
market, gave & brief addres~, as did 
also Mr. Baker, lay preacher of Fin
borough. Pastor J. Juli delivered a 
sermon from St. Matthew xxvii. 42. 
There ~&s a good congregation, aud the 
collect1ons for the Church Funds 
amo1~nted to over £7. On the previous 
evening pastor Juli addressed the 
Christian B&nd from Mai. iii. 16. 

CHELM3FORD. 
THE interiors of the chapel and school
room here have recently been renovated. 
The chapel bas been cleaned and 
repainted, etc.; a new hot-a.ir heating 
apparatus has also been provided. The 
school has been thoroughly renovated, 
and a new floor laid. All this having 
been completed the sanctuary was re
opened for public worship on Wednes
day, March 2:'>th. 

In t~e afternoon p11,stor White, of 
Woolw1cb, preacbe:i from 2 Cor. i. 21. 
22, and many who were present f~lt it 
truly good to be there. a.s tbeY listened 
to the glorious thing-s· our brother was 
helped to speak. At the close of this 
service abont 112 friends partook of tea 
in the schoolroom. 

A public meeting was held in the 
evening, presided over by brother 
Fa.unch of !!ford. After the singing of 
a hymn, our chairman read Pda.. cxxxii. 
Mr. Pizzey (e. dea.coJl) then letl us in 
prayer, after which our esteemed pastor 
~poke o~ the goodness of God in prosper
ing us ID the undertaking which he.d 
been so far completed. In addition to 
the work already done it is hoped we 
shall be a.hie to build a. minister's vestry, 
renovate the pre3ent vestry, a.nd also 
the exterior of chapel and school. Of 
the £3'.iO required for a.II this £248 had 
already been received, through the 
willing offaings of so m11,uy friends. 

Our worthy chairman then expreeRed 
himself as feeling a.t home in our midst. 
and he thought we had great ea.use for 
gratitude. a.nd upon his suggestion the 
Doxology was then sung. 

This was fc11lowed by more ea.voury 
re:narks from brother White, pa.stor 
Pulley (of Halstead), and pa.stor B&ker 
(of Braintree), a.nd our pastor (H. S. 
Boulton) hoped that glory would ever 
fill the sa.nctua.ry of God. A happy 
meeting was closed by singinl!' "All 
ha.ii the power of Jesu's name.•· The 
collections throughout were good. 

On Friday, April 10. the annual meet
ing of our Bible-classes was held. being 
preceded by a. tea.. The public llleeting 
was presided oyer by Mr. H. S. Boulton, 
pastor. Heing a Bible-cla.sd meeting it 
seemed the wish of our paqtor that a.s 
many as possible of the members should 
take pa.rt. a.ad Meosrs. Last and Bowles 
asked of tile Lord Hi• blessing. Reports 
were then given by Messr.a. l!'.Whybrow 

• and J. Hazelton, seoretaries of the 
Sunday afternoon e.nd Tuesday evening 
cle.sse~, respeotively. The oa.sh a.coount 
was rendered by Mr. R. Oha.plin 
tree.surer. After a few cheering re'. 
marks from our ohe.irma.n, Mr. H. 
Chilvers (dee.con) ga.ve a very helpful 
address. Thi6 we.s followed by a.d
dresses from Messrs. G. Whybrew, D 
Monk, Goodwin a.nd Goode.It (ola.s~ 
members). Mr. Fizzey a.nd Mr. Le.nca.ster 
(deacons) a.lso gave tbe Bible-class 
words of good oheer, whioh were 
appreoia.ted as we rea.lised tha.t, as 
young people, we ha.ve the good wishes 
of our elder friends. In this wa.y a 
very happy meeting was spent, a.nd the 
felt presence of God in onr midst ma.de 
it truly a "good" Frida.y evening. 

F.J. H. 

THE ANCIENr WIDOWS' FUND. 
THE one hundred a.nd seventieth a.nnual 
meeting was held on Monday, April 6th, 
e.t the Sunda.y-school Union, Old B~iley, 
London, Willia.m Edwarde, Esq., who 
has been a ma.na.ger since 1843, and 
treasurer for the past forty yea.re, pre
siding. Founded in 1733, this Society 
' assists necessitous widows and chil-

-dren of ministers of the Presbyterian, 
Congregations.I a.nd Ba.ptist denomina
tions in England a.nd We.Jes, who at 
the time of their death were accepted 
and approved by other ministers of the 
section of the Church to whioh they 
. respectively belonged." 

The report, which wa.s unanimously 
adopted, amply demonstrated the need 
for its maintena.nce and extension. Its 
interest to the readers of this me.ga.
zine should be intensified by the fa.et 
that the widows of no fewer than 
twenty ministers are on the perm~nent 
list, whose husbands were in full sym
pathy with our principles and whose 
lives a.nd labours were approvingly re
corded in our pages. Two such have 
been added since May la.st. This mea.ns 
that e.t lea.st £202 per annum is voted 
from the fund to our section of our 
Denomina.tion, while oontributions 
from our Churches in the Metropolis 
and from priva.te donors amount only 
to a. single guinea from one well-known 
friend. Five of our ministers a.re 
members, and the little Churoh !1-t 
I vinghoe still sends a subsoription ID 
grateful reoolleotion of aid accorded 
for ma.ny yea.re to the widow of its 
la.te pastor, Mr. Collyer. The report, 
with the rules a.nd li8tB of contributors 
and beneficiaries, will shortly be issued, 
a.nd will, we believe, be for warded to 
e.ny a.ddress by the secretary, Rev._ W. 
H. King, 3, Cromwdll-a.venue, High· 
gate, N., who since 1901 ha.a with the 
grea.test courtesy and efficiency occu-
1Jied the position so long filled by our 
very dear friend, Mr. Robert Gra.oe, ol 

I ever fra.gra.nt memory. W. J. 8. 
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Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE attention of our friends is drawn 
to the advertisements or the annue.l 
meeting on Me.v 6th and the sermon hy 
the editor of Tile Gospel Magazine on 
May 14th. The attendance or e.ll who 
are interested in tbe welfare of the 
Lord's aged poor is heartily invited. 
Tickets for the annual meeting can be 
obtained at the office. 

* • 
* By the kind invitation of Mr. W. J, 

Parks (the Society's treasurer) and Mr~, 
ParkP, the inmate~ or the Camberwell 
Asylum and friends were entertained at 
tea at the Asylum on April 2nd. An 
enjoyable and profitable time was spent, 
and addresses were given by Messrs. 
Dolbey, Bradbury, T. Carr, Rundell, 
Pierpoint, and others. The anniversary 
of this Home has been fix:ed for Thun
day, June 11th, when Mr. Tobitt, of 
Hastinge, will prea.ch* in the afternoon. 

* The contributions through auxilie.ries 
during the past financial year have been 
most encouraging, a gratirying increase 
from collecting boxes and in small sub
scriptions havinJ?' ta.ken place. Boxes 
will be gle.dly placed in the he.nds of 
any friends willing to use them, and 
service in the direction will be or real 
value. 

•• • The spirit in which true help is ren-
dered fo well expressed in the following 
letter: "Enclosed you will find two 
guineas for the Society from my sister 
e.nd myself. Our dear mother who died 
last November was a reoipient of the 
pension for the last four years of her 
life, and we feel that the Lord has blest 
us both, especially since her death. and 
desire to return a sme.11 tribute to Him 
who is the Giver of e.ll thiDJ!'S, We have 
much pleasure in eending_the enclosed, 
and hope to be able to do so yearly for 
this noble oauso. • • • Sixteen hundred and eighteen pen-
sioners are on the books, and upwards 
of £12,000 per annum are expended 
among them. These totals are the 
largest yet reported. The committee 
are making a special effort to inoree.se 
the annual subscription !idt, which it 
will be readily understood is a matter 
of url!'enoy. Seven shillings per annum 
entitles to one vote. 

(liont Jome. 
JOSEPH FA VELL.• 

"The old order cha.ngelh, givinl! pla.ce to 
new," a.nd with chnnged en'lironmenta. 
Christians of tLe old school, with their 

• The snb~tance of the a.hove wa.s sent to 
the" E. V. & G. H." lo.at year; but o.ppeo.rs 
to ho.ve been lost. 

mr,,rked spiritual and socio.I characterisl-ics 
leave us t~ a.bide chiefly in the recollections 
of those who loved them in bygone days. To 
the memory of one such, are these lines 
devoted. Joseph Fa veil was born at 
Alconbnry Weston, Honts., in December, 
IH16. His parents were godly, tbey attended 
the Baptist Chapel at Great Gidding, some 
six miles olf, generally taking their little son 
with them. Bis health when a child was 
precarious. At this period tbey removed to 
Islehnm. since memorable a.s tbe place in 
which C. H. Spurgeon was baptised. When 
about nine years of age our friend became 
tbe subject of religious impressions, which 
though doubtless fluctuating, never wholly 
left him. In time, these became deeply 
rooted, until a profound sense of sin tilled 
his heart. His actnnl transgressions were 
few, for parental resiraint and a natural 
aversion to moral evil kept him from acts 
which others would have committed with
out compunction ; but •• the plague of his 
own henrt," and an apprehension of the 
holiness of God were o. perpetual sorrow. It 
is sometimes supposed that they only wbo 
have indulged in "excess of riot., ha.\'e n 
just view of the Divine a.nger. The light 
vouchsafed to a quickened conscience. how
ever, determines a. sinner's apprehensions of 
his guilt. The purest men when tbe subjects 
of gr;iee frequently experience self-lof\tbing 
ton terrible degree. Sowa.sit with Joseph 
Favell. 

In his seventeenth re"r a friend vi.sited 
them, a.ad read a letter from a Christian girl 
who had recently obtained mercy. Tbe 
doubts and fear; which she described did 
not, however. wholly prevail. ·• ns she felt 
assured thnt hnd • the Lord meant to destroy 
her. He would not bnve shown ber such 
things.'" The nrgument of Manoa.h's wife 
had weight with the pensive lad. 

Inward convictions wrought an outward 
cho.nge, and his father observeJ how" the 
tearful eye" had to.ken the place of "the 
giddy la.ugh," a.ad a.wnited the result with 
solicitude. At length his son could refmin 
no longer, and opened his heart lo him ns to 
his convictions of bis sad condition. A con
versation ensued, and Scripture nfter Scrip
ture wr,,s a.dvo.nccd to nssure him tho.t the 
emotions which distressed him, should 
encourage the hope thnt he was one to 
whom the invitations and promises of the 
Gospel belong. 

From this time he lost much of his burden, 
and "was enabled to rest in the finished 
work of Christ fosus." Bat his peace ere 
long fled, He was •· living entirely by 
sensible enjoyment," as he proved when 
"loft for n time," and suffered to fnll "from 
the pinnacle of communion with God.'' n.nd 
lo be "tempted or the devil.'' The fenr that 
he had committed the unpnrdona.blo sin 
haunted him, till relief ea.me by the word, 
''II any mnn sin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous,"
relief which was the precursor of the·• time 
of Jove," which comes with more or less 
deflnitenees to every child of God. Mr. 
llla.ckstock wns nd vertised to prench at a. 
town nbout eight miles from Islehnm, and r,, 
previeion that blessing would attend the 
service possessed this young disciple's mind. 
Regardless of the distance, ho wnllr.cd both 
ways, ond obtained what he desired. The 
word came with power to his heart; the 
snare wns hrokon; his soul lilr.e an oscnpml 
hird forsook its bonds, and ho bognn to Ii vo 
tbe life" which is by the fo.ith of the Son of 
God." 

In May, 18:19, ho joined the Cburch o.t 
Cha.tteris, then under the pnstora.l care of 
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William Palmer, by whom be was baptised 
in the river at Horseway, before bis recep
tion into open fellowship with God's saints. 

The weakly child had now become a 
strong and healthy man, tall, upright, and 
nctil·e. Mentally he was shrewd, observant. 
determined, and undeviatingly pnr,,nant of 
the right conrse, whatever the results might 
prove. 

In JS~n he married Mary, daughter of Mr. 
Richard Clarke. of Chatteris, with whom be 
lived in happy ,•ompanionsbip for forty
seven years. Fifty years after. the writer 
visited the Parirn Chnrcb in his company, 
in search of the grave of the once notorious 
Michael Augustus Gat.bercole. Presently be 
asked to be left for a few minutes in the 
sacred edifice. On returning we found him 
on bis knees before the Communion Table, 
When he rose, bis eyes were bathed in tears 
as he said. "Here I knelt with her fifty 
years ago. nnd I have participated in every 
blessing then prononnced. Yes,' Thou sbalt 
see thy children's children, and peace npon 
Israel.'" 

Hi3 seculo.r employment was that of an 
Official in 1be Cambridge County GJo.l. 
Respected by all, be was recognised far and 
wide as a loyal servant of the Government. 
to whom be yielded no failing allegiance and 
deference. Politically, be was an enlightened 
and intelligent Conservative. 

On coming to Cambridge. without trans
ferring bis memhership, be worshipped at 
Eden chapel. Here be found congenial 
friends, though bisattencfanceon the means 
of l'l'ace could not be aa frequent as be 
desired. and be wo.s often 1?lad to attend an 
adjacent church. in which the preacher was 
the lat-e Professor Scbolefleld, eminent both 
as a Greek scholar, and as a savoury 
preacher of the Gospel 

The ministry of the late Samuel Marks 
proving profitable, be joined the Church, 
and in 1869 wns chosen to act as a Dea.con. 
which office be filled until his death. His 
wisdom. bis spirituality and his kindliness 
of heart eminently qnalilled him for the 
work. He wo.s well acqnainted 'With the 
Sacred Volnme, and staunch in bis 
adherence to the doctrines of grace and the 
Faith and Order of the Strict Baptists. His 
knowledge of hymns was extensive; and. 
when prccentor. it was a treat to bear the 
feeling which he imported into well-known 
words. 

He oosses,ed a wonderful knowledge of 
the history and associations or Cambridge, 
·of which be was a walking Chronicle. Upon 
each college be could expatiate better tho.n 
a. guide-book; while our own grand old 
preachers in adJn.cent pl!LCes,-Sntton, of 
Cottenbam. Freeman, or Godmanchester, or 
Morrell, of At. Neots. were with him gracious 
and abi1ing memories. 

lteticent, as be naturally aljd habitually 
was. be bad much dry bnmour; and could so 
q uole a quaint saying or rela'e a droll story, 
as I o evoke hearty laughter, while he was 
the only unmovei person in the compo.ny. 
Gracious conversati0n with godly friend• 
was. however, bis deli~bt: nor did be eschew 
rlt'ho.table topics. but loved to discuss some 
of the questions which in thi• age of hurry 
rarely engage a1tention. 

As a Deacon. he was faithful lo bis own 
con"icLions and principle•. To real improve
ments in the methods of Divine worship be 
was ever fo.vourable. "The beauty of 
holiness" be knew was not opposed to 
refinement: and it was with bi~ cordial 
~anct ion that the Bervice of son;. o.t Eden 
Cb11pel 11dvanced to its high pitch of 
excellence. • 

To bis successive Pastors-Samuel Marks 
J. Bunyan M'cure, and our honoured brother: 
John Juli, be proved a consto.nt and con
sistent colleague, coadjutor and helper. His 
attendance contd invariably be relied on. 
He bad a kindly word, bond-shake for all 
which often proved a gracious up-lift to tb~ 
downcast and wee.ry. His public prayers, 
thongh informal, were rich, and full of 
Scriptural 11,llnslons ; while their sincerity 
and earnestness appealed to all heart•. 

His pen was frequently employed with 
success. as his pieces in the" E. V. & G. H." 
through many years testify, His verses, 
thongh rarely rising to sublimity, were 
smooth and sweet, and redolent of tbo 
Master's name. Stanzas of higher excellence, 
however, here and there occur. 

On resigning the Office he so long held, ho 
reported that be bad not been detained from 
his duties through illness for one day. He 
subsequently became a Registrar of Births 
and Dea.lbs, in which capo.city be secured 
nniveraal respect. 

His wife's death, some years since, followed 
l_ater on by his sister's, who afterwards hept 
his home, evidently overshadowed bis 
heart. His bearing also b~came impaired, 
impeding social intercourse, especially with 
Christian friends. Still be was cheerful, and 
many ireasure the memory of happy hours 
spent in his company. 

In bis advancing age, events forced upon 
him the work of preaching the ernrlasting 
Gospel. Door after door opened, anrl be 
became an acceptable" supply," especially 
to those whose experience of the Spirit's 
work and the priceless value of the Saviour's 
redemptive blood, was solemn and varied. 

In 1901, be removed, with bis daughter 
and her husband-whose health rendered 
the step imperative-to Yarmouth, where 
he at once secured the love of mo.ny 
Obristian friends. He often preached at 
York Road Chapel in the pastor's absence: 
and his help was sought elsewhere. Hie 
health was gooJ, notwithstanding bis age, 
almost to bis death, which wo.saccelerated 
by a chill. On the previous evening he 
engaged in prayer with bis loved ones, 
specially supplicating the Divine blessing on 
Zion. whose interests lay so near his heart. 
His age was eighty-six when the "home
call" reached him on Oct. 9Lh, 1902. 
"So fades a summer cloud away, 

So sinks tb,i gale when storms are o'er, 
So gently shuts the eye of day, 

So dies a wave along the shore." 
He was buried in Histon Road Cemetery, 

Cambridge, bis tombstone bearing the 
following lines from bis own pen :-

" Calmly the vale of death he trod, 
Nor feared nor felt an evil there; 

His spirit's resting now with God, 
Freed from the shadow of a care. 

Redeeming Love, bis Theme-his soul 
Sha.II sing '!"bile endless ages roll." 

JAMES JABEZ FROMOW 
w,i,s born May 10th, 181\4. at Cbiswick. He 
wo.s 1he second child of William and Sophia 
Fromow, and brought up to n,ttend Old 
Brentrord Baptist Chapel and Sunday
school. Evcnloally be became a Sundo.y
school teacher, o.nd later wo.s chosen secre
tary of the Sundo.y-school. Be was much 
attached to the ministry of the lo.le Mr. G. 
W. Shepherd, of Hill-street. Severo.I eer
mons deli vcrcd by our now glorified 
hrotber were m11cle a great blessing to bis 
soul; oao from Jer. xxxi. 3 wo.s received 
with such power tha.t it led him to seek 
for a place o.mocgst the people of God 
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there. Ho therefore applied for member
ship CLnd WCLS CLccepted by the Church, 
being bapUzed by Mr. Shepherd the ICLst 
SnndCLy in July. 1870, CLnd r,ceived into 
fellowship the following moflth. Mr. Shep
herd, npon receiving him into the Church, 
gave him for a text Rev. xi. 10, "Be thou 
faithful nnto death, and I will give thee CL 
crown of lift." 

After CL while he was much exercised asto 
whether his sphere of usefulness wCLS not at 
the Church CLt Brentford, o.nd at last he 
made up his mind to mention the matter to 
Mr. Shepherd. The advice given was, "Go, 
brother Jamee, and help the Canse at Old 
Brentford." Having the inward witness and 
outward evidences that the step was of 
God, thereupon he joined that Church, and 
in the spring of 1886 he was chosen as 
deacon and Church secretary; he was also 
chosen as one of the delegates to the 
M.A.S.B.C., and snbsequently was appointed 
secretary oi the Loan Fnnd. He also repre
sented Brentford on the committee of the 
Strict Baptist Mission. He was a well
wisher of the servants of God, and greatly 
concerned for their happiness when their 
work was finished. After much prayer he 
proposed at CL delegates' meeting of the 
M.A.S.B.C. that a fund shonld be estnblished 
for necessitous ministers and their widows, 
and it wa• a great joy to his heart that it 
was accepted and carried by the Associalion, 
and is now fairly launched under the title 
of "Pastora' and Widows' Benevolent Fund," 
of which our dear br,ther was the treasurer. 
It has been truly said," He was CL denominCL• 
tional ma.n," and as such we sustain a heavy 
loss. He WCLS CL Strict l!CLptist, CLnd not 
ashamed of his Calvinistic principles, but 
they never blunted his zeCLl for the salvation 
of never-dying souls. or which his prayers 
were a striking proof. As CL Church, we feel 
keenly the loss ; to ns he seemed indispen
sable. 

The writer first heard or Brentford 
through our loved brother. The first letter 
received from him concerning an engCLge
ment drew our heCLrt out to him, :i.lthough 
we bCLd never heCLrd of him before. From 
November 3rd, 1891, np to MCLy 10th, 1893, I 
received over forty letters from him, which 
I hCLve in my possession to-dn.y CLmong my 
speciCLl treCLsnres. I feel I must give the 
followlng ex~rnct, one written in CLnswer to 
mine, to so.y tho.t I must in God's no.me a.ad 
fear CLccept the pllstorate, viz.:-

" My beloved Brother,-! WCLS so pleased 
nnd thankful too o.t the receipt or yonr 
letter. To.ke it o.s CLnother o.nswer to prCLyer, 
tho.t the Lord ho.s inclined your heo.rt to 
come o.mongst us, and given you a threefold 
token as evidences of His leading a.ad 
guiding. I had been praying He would give 
you o. twofold token,e.s He did Gideon; but 
you see it is just hke Him, having given 
more than we asked. This mo.tterho.sco.uscd 
me a. good dee.I of wrestling in prayer and 
searching or bee.rt, but now I do desire to 
bless the Lord that He ho.s o.ns we red the 
many prayers put up to Him for you. th:it 
the Lord would shine on your path o.nd re
move nil clouds." 

It has been our happy privilege to labour 
with our deCLr brother for over ten years, 
nnd we bCLve ever found him to be CL man 
who had the cause of God at heo.rt, and wo.s 
pre parer! to snlfer rat her thnn the peo.ee 
and prosperity or Zion should be disturbed. 

On Monday, February lGtb, he left bis 
home to CLccompany o.notber brother on 
Church bu•iness, alter which he fell into a 
cu:ting near some new buildings and in
jured his kne!', lle had to be conveyed home 

in a. vehicle, and was not o.ble to leave his 
bed arter that time. 

He entered his eternal rest on March Bth, 
1903. The following will show he was a 
practical Christian :-He has left to the 
Church at Brentford the sum of £100; to the 
Loan Fund, £100; Pastors' Benevolent, £100; 
and to the Aeed PilJ?l'ims. £100. 

May the Lord raiae up others to Jill the 
vacant places that were filled so admirably 
by our loved brother. May the Lord bless 
the dear suffering widow and precious babe 
which is left and each of the sorrow-stricken 
brothers and broken-hearted sister. 

On Sunday. March 22nd, special services 
were held in the chapel. when the employtla 
of the firm were present to pay their last 
token of respect to their esteemed master. 
Every seat was filled, a.nd we were enabled 
to speak from 1 These. iv. H, and we are 
greatly gratified to learn it was made a 
blessinir to the living. 
"Say why should friendship grieve for 

those 
Who safe arrive on Canaan's shore: 

Released from all their hurtful foes, 
They are not lost, but gone before." 

PASTO!l R. MUTil!ER. 

IN THE CHAPEL. 
On the afternoon of March 18th a large 

number of friAnds assembled at North-road 
Chapel, Brentford, to express their sym
pathy with the bereaved family and show 
their esteem for our dear brother James J. 
Fromow. The solemn seryice commenced 
by the singing of 

"Prepare me, gracions God, 
To stand before Thy face." 

Pastor R. Mutimer read selected portions of 
Scripture, and than with deep emotion made 
a few remarks in reference to our brother. 
He said : This is a solemn moment. God is 
speaking to ns. The remains which a.re in 
our midst are of one who hns been a brother. 
friend, counsellor, father, and spiritual 
helper to many. As to the extent of the 
loss which we have sustained. we know not 
yet. but time will prove it to be very great. 
As a Church, we have lost n beloved dencon. 
God nlone knows how keenly we feel that 
loss. To the family his loss is irreparable. 
As a Denominntion, we feel the stroke. His 
name was known throughout the Churches, 
The Benevolent Fund wns first suggested 
by him. He was n lover of good mep, pns
tors especially. The last long conversation 
I had with him wns in connection with the 
Benevolent Fund. The 1employ~ havo lost 
a good master. He wns a mnn not nsho.med 
of his principles, and hn<l a zeal for the 
snlvo.tion of precious souls. Scnrcely ever 
did he pmy without mentioning this. He 
wns a lover of peace. nnd strove for it in 
the Church. He experienced pe3ce nt the 
ond. Almost his Inst utterance wns, •· The 
troths I have lived upon will do to die 
upon." Hi~ portion wn.s Lo be in Cbri~t ; 
hie privilege to have fellowship with 
Christ ; His prospect. to he with Cbrisl. 

PCLStor E. Mitchell followed with a very 
appropriate nddress ,•oncerning de_nth, 
which he noticed from three pomt.s of v10w. 
1. The le~nl aspect of denth: it is t ho wages 
of sin. Sin entered into the world, nnd 
death by sin. II we h:td only this point or 
view. it would bo torrible. ~- From the 
natural poiot of viow it wa..'.i a terrible 
enemy. Tbere was everything ia it which 
ia trying nnd distressing. :l. Dnt thero is 
the Gospel point or view, . The e~emy 1s 
deprived of his sting. Christ by His denth 
has overcome, and Jesus calls to Hls child, 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

"It is enough I come home." Our brother 
bas gone to be with Christ. Brother 
Mitchell then extolled the precious Christ, 
through Whom the blessedness is ours. 

Pastor R. E. Sears commended the sorrow
ing ones to Go:l in prayer. 

The hymn, "When Thou, my rigbteoua 
Judge, shall come." having been sung, the 
friends wended their way to the gro.ve. 
Here there was a Yery large gathering, 
mnny Cburcbes being represented. Att.er 
the coflia had been lowered into the grave, 
and a few passages of Scripture read, 
pastor H.. Mutimer deliYerei a solemn and 
suitable address to those assembled from 
the words," Be ye also ready, for at such nn 
hour as ve think not the Son of Man 
cometh." • "Let me die the death of the 
righteous : let my bst end be like his." 

J.E. F. 
HENRY MYERSON. 

Henry l\fyersan (according to the January 
issue of the E. V. & G. H.) was born Jan. 12, 
lx2i, in the parish of Bethnal Greeu, Middle
sex. At the age of six years he was placed 
in the Hebrew School. Cambridge Heath. 
This scboal is for the promotion of Chris
tianity among the Jews, his father being a 
Polish Jew wbo had embraced the Chris
tian religion. After the lapse of eight years 
he was apprenticed to the clock trade. His 
motber was a G:td-fearing woman. and his 
first serious impressions were from her lip~. 
These earlr imprassions were deepened 
while at school; but on going into the world 
he was snrrounded by bad influence and 
example. His master and bis companions 
in the traie were not only worldly, but 
blasphemous men. 

At the age of li the Lord graciously put a 
stop to the course of life he was Ii ving. His 
own brother. a God-fearing man, remon-. 
strated with him, and urged him to attend' 
the house of. God in Crown-street, Long
acre, where he heard the late Mr. Brink. 
From this lime he was delivered from the 
snare of Satan. and constrained to look to 
the Lord to be preserved in the fntnre. But 
for a long time be was under the law. and 
could not experience the forgiveness of sin 
or liberty of the Gospel; bnt after a while 
the Lord graciously applied His dying 
words-" It is finished "-to his soul. 

When about 28 years of age be was 
strongly impressed with a desire to preach. 
and began in I he open air, and here he met 
Mr. Kfng, of the Surrey Tabernacle, and they 
were friends till the last. He had not spoken 
long in the open air before a cloor was 
opened for hi :n al Romford, and here I have 
hea, d it said that sacb was bis zeal that the 
liitle pulpit. which was of a temporary 
character, often had to be held by one of 
the friends while he was preaching ; he 
preached there about sixteen months. 
Egham and Staines he supplied about the 
same length of time, and in each of these 
places abundant b'essing rested on his 
labours. and even in his last day he shared 
some of the reward of this his early minis
try in ki adness of friends towards him. In 
these early days he was much tried in 
Providence. On one occasion such were bi• 
circnmslances that, like the late W. 
Huntington. he was obliged to part wiLb 
his coat. at another time compelled to walk 
fn,m 8taines Lo London. TbeRe were great 
trials, and a conflict arose in his own soul a• 
to whether be should preach at all. On one 
of these occasions he <-ried, "Lord, if You 
have noLhing for me to do, stop my mouth. 
Wb y shoi.rtd I force myself on Thee? Lord, 
Thou canst make this plain." While in this 

state of mind his old friend, Mr. John Bonny 
(now of Stevenage) ca!led and pressed him 
to go and bear the late Mr. Haslop, Mr. 
Bonny saying, "l am going to ask him to 
let yon preach in his chapel once a month 
a::id I will pay all expenses·• (Mr. Bonny 
had been previously blest under bis minis
try). Mr. He.slop could not decide then, but 
invited both to a tea on lhe following Tues
dal", when be wonld give an answer. On the 
Sunday morning both went to Shalom to 
hear Mr, Haslop, but he was not able to 
preach. and requested Mr. Myerson to 
preach, which he did. Before the Tuesday 
meeting came Mr. Haslop had gone home, 
and Mr. Myerson was reqnested to preach 
on the following Lord's-day.and very soon it 
was evident that it was of the Lord, for Hi• 
hand was with him, and many believed and 
turned to the Lord. 

On August Gtb, 1861, be was recognised as 
the pastor. Nearly all who took part in 
that service. like himself, have gone home
brethren Webster, S. Cousens, Dixon, and 
C. W. Banks. For many years onr brother 
sustained this position with great accept
ance, and was in great request among the 
Churches, and it is no uncommon thing to
day to hear "I was called under H. Myer
son," 

Owing to ·declining health he was com
pelled to resign, after thirty-nine years and 
seven months' labour. For a short time 
he was Nonconformist chaplain at a London 
c~metery, but this did not snit. him. He 
came to Stoke Newington to live with bis 
only son, and while here his health was 
greatly improved, and he began again to 
proclaim the truths he loved. 

Abont two years ago he came lo Ebenezer, 
Tottenham, as a bearer (the writer had only 
seen him twice before); but he soon became 
a constant bearer, and many a time has he 
given a word of encouragement. 

At the end of 1901 he desired to join ns in 
Church fellowship, and, thongh he had 
occupied the pulpit, came before the 
Church, and we sball lon1i treasure his rich 
experience of the Lord's dealings with him. 
He was with us in spirit and love, and 
though of sncb short duration, his loss is 
felt very much. 

On Sunday, December 14th, 1902, though 
he was far from well, he preached at East 
Ham with great power and acceptance. In 
the evening his last messnge was from 
Psa. lxxxiv. 11. On his retnrn home be 
was full of praise to his Lord for the help 
he had experienced thron2h the da.y. 
Monday and Tuesday he was in great pain 
and weakness, and on Wednesday night 
became unconscious, which state he con
tinued in till Friday afternoon, when, with 
a smile on his countenance, his spirit fled to 
be with the Lord. 

His mortal remains were brought to 
Ebenezer, Tottenham, where " good few 
friends, old and new, had gathered, and a 
short service was held by myself offering 
a few suitable remarks from Joob. i. 2, first 
clause. Brother Hewitt closed with prayer. 
The body was then conveyed to Cbingford 
Cemetery, where several friends bad 
gathered, and there in the darkening 
Decem bar evening we laid to rest all that 
was mortal. with a few words over the 
grave. Brother Kingston offered prayer. 
On Lord's-day following we referred to 
tbts event from Hev. xiv. 13. 

J.P. G. 
ETHEL E. I. FELLS, 

beloved child of pastor nnd Mrs. Fells, fell 
asleep in Jesus on March 27th, aged sixteen 
months. Gratitude to u.11 sympathisers. 



GOD'S MIGHTY ARM.• 
BY THE LA.TE JOHN HAZELTON. 

" Thou hast e. mighty arm : strong is Thy hand, and high is Thy right hand." 
-Psalm lxxxix. 13. 

THE opening verses of this Psalm consist of meJit~tions on the mercy, 
and majesty, and faithfulness of God, which are wisely brought to

gether, for they ·are inseparably ·associated in the salvation of His 
beloved peJple. • 

Our text enforces a fact or doctrine to which too great attention can 
hardly be paid, namely, the absolute and unchallengeable omnipotence of 
God. This, while ic is our anchor and refuge-and the devil's dread 
and terror-is His peculiar glory. He may be opposed ; He cannot be 
obstructed. His plans must prosper; and He will finally vanquish and 
overcome all His enemies. 

There is no weakness in Him. This we mil!ht exemplify from 
Craation, Providence, and Grace, all of which demonstrate the power 
which belongeth unto Him; and all of which were in the Psalmist's 
mind when he penned the grand words of our text. Consider this fact :-

I.-IN RELATION TO Hrs SovEREIGN, HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS WILL. 
I put the fact thus, because God is so often rep1·esented us a feeble King, 
a weak Monarch-as desiring and wishing what He is unable to accom
plish. If so, He must be most unhappy. If His arm is too short, and 
weak, and slow, and unskilful to accomplish His purpose, He is perpetu
ally subject to disappointment, and cannot be-as we know He is
supremely and ineffably happy. So" strong,"" mighty," and "high" 
is His "right hand " that He can carry out every determination of His 
purpose and will. How strikingly He thus contrasts with our poor little 
limited selves. A parent, for instance, may dearly love his sick and 
suffering child, but be unable to assuage its pain ; for our love is often 
greater than our power. But shall we so represent the mighty God ? 
No. His arm can reach and relieve all His children. I could not 
worship a Being as God, who could not attain His every object, and 
rule every event. • 

Again. The displays of Divine omnipotence are limite1l by the 
determinations of His will""'.""limited, that is to say, not naturally, but 
morally. "Is anything too hard for the Lord ? '' No. Absolutely 
nothing ; but the operations of His arm correspond with the decisions 

• This . " Echo" " of e. voice that is still" is given in the hope that it will 
reach some careworn hearts in this day of perplexity, and constrain somo silent 
soul to break forth into singing:-

" Then will I say, 'I\Iy God, Thy power 
She.II be my fortress and my tower ; 
I, that e.m formed of feeble dust, 
Make Thine almighty arm my trust.' "-'--Eo. 

VoL. LIX. Ju~rn, 1903. ;r 
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of His secret purpose, formed and matured ere time was. Thus, " He 
is in one mind, aud who can turn Him ? and \That His soul desiretb 
even that He doeth." He never wishes·; He wills. He does not propose' 
but purposes-and it should be our business to- ' 

"Tell of His wondrous faithfulness, 
And sound His power a.broad ; 

Sing the sweet promise of His grace, 
And THE PERFORMING God." 

Thus He declares, "I will do," what ? "all Jlfy pleasure." " I 
will work, and who shall let (or hinder) it ? " He never deviates from 
His purpose, though devils, thrones, sin-or the craftiest schemes of 
hell seem to impede His course. Thus His power fulfils His purpose. 
"His eternal tbought moves on Ris undisturbed affairs." He has a 
name to glorify. This He does by the faultless operations of His 
hand. 

11.-Co:srsrnER His HAND IN RELATION TO His WORD. History tells 
us what He has done ; Providence what He is doing ; and Prophecy 
what He will do-and His principle in all His observable conduct is
" that the Scriptures might be fulfilled." "It is written," is thus not 
only the rule of our faith, and the warrant for all our expectations 
-but it is God's bond, His solemn undertaking to act in certain defined 
and declared ways. Men despise and disregard the Bible. God Himself 
respects it. If I may so speak, it lies open before Him, and its words 
regulate His works. 

His promises imply His exact foreknowledge. In eternity He 
took an anticipatory review or all the occurrences of time. He foresaw 
and forestalled all the machinations of hell ; all the tactics of His and 
our great advenmry, Satan. He formed an accurate and detailed fore
cast of all the circumstances of all His people, surveyed the paths He 
ordained for their journeyings, estimated the gloom of every valley, the 
height of every mountain, the violence of every flood, and the exigences 
of every hour of stress and trial. Not a moment in our lives failed to 
engage " His active thought,'' long '' before the day-star knew her 
p'.ace." In due course He published His determination to act as the 
Guide, Helper, Strength, and Omnipotent Deliverer of His people, and 
these declarations we call •· the promises of God." Not one shall fail. 
Wisdom made them ; power will carry them out. They are suited to all 
His people under all circumstances, and, when faith is favoure:l to plead 
one, we may reflect for our comfort-

" His very word of gra.oe is strong, 
As tha.t which built the skies; 

The voice that rolls the stars along, 
Speaks all the promises." 

111.-CONSIDER GoD's ARM IN RELATION TO THE S.A.ORIFICE AND 
INTERCESSION OF JESUS CHRIST. The work of the dear Redeemer on 
earth is a past and an accomplished fact. "He dieth no more." There 
is no necessity for His so doing. He has " made an end of His people's 
sins ; brought in an everlasting righteousness," and "obtained eternal 
redemption for them." Yet, though a pu.st fact, it is one of perpetual 
validity and perennial importance in the estimation of God. We sing :-

" Dear dying Le.mb, Thy precious blood, 
She.II never lose its power; 
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Till a.II the ransomed Church of God, 
Be se.ved to sin no more." 

and C.1wper's sweet words are sanctioned and confirmed, even in He!l.~en. 
God's proceedings for, and His c:mduct to His pe:iple are regula'.e:i by His 
high estimation of the atoning death of His dear Son. The operations of 
His mighty hanrl respond to the voice of the blood of Jesus. D:ies 
justice demand the de3truction of a chosen and redeemed sinner ? The 
blood shed on Calvary, pleads," Deliver Him from going down to the 
pit," the ransom has been paid, the claims of the law have been met. He 
must be saved, not smitten ; blessed, not banished; set on high with the 
favoured ones, not driven into the outer darkness of et~rnal doom. Anri 
God's mighty arm acts in accordance with this appeal. lt cannot strike 
one penal blow when love urges the argument of blood. Thus the Cross 
enlists Omnipotence to act on behalf of all for whom the Lord died, and 
love, blood, and power combine to ensure their safety in life, and their 
eternal joy in a brighter world. 

IV.-CONSIDER THE ARM OF THE LORD IN RELATION' TO HIS DE.A.ll. 
PEOPLE-what these are by nature, and what they become through the 
operations of His saving grace. "By nature, they are the children of 
wrath, even as others," but long ere they had any knowledge of God's 
10ve, they were the objects of His special and peculiar favour. Union 
to the last Adam secured their etermtl safety, though they fell with the 
firat Adam, the natural covenant head of the human race. 

" 'l'wa.s God's own purpose the.t begun 
To rascue rebels doomed to die ; 

He ga.ve them gra.ce in Obrist, His Son, 
Before He spread the ste.rry sky.'' 

And from the moment of their birth, His" high hand" acts for their 
well-being. They are thus " preserved in Christ Jesus," before they are 
quickened, and arrested, and called, and first learn to sing :-

" But 0, a.ma.zed, I see the ha.nd, 
That stopped me in my wild career ; 

A miracle of gre.ce I stand, 
The Lord he.th taught my bee.rt to fee.r." 

And erer after, this arm befriends them, for our God 1s 11ccumtely 
represented as saying-

" I'll strengthen thee, help thee, e.nd cause thee to ste.nd, 
Upheld by My righteous Omnipotent he.nd." 

Our thoughtless hearerd-if such are present--little know what is in 
store for them. If God loves you, if Jesus died for you-this supremely 
high hand will make you "new creatures in Christ Jesus." In His 
time, through His power, you will believe, and flee to the Refuge, and 
pray, and begin to trt1.vel toward heaven-juit es those do whom, 
perhaps, you ridicule to-d>1y. Who can predict what the "God of all 
grace will do ? " Think then of these things ! 

This mighty hand will never cea~e its untiring activities for His 
people. They, therefore, pray," Show Thy marvellous loving-kindness, 
0 Thou that savest by Thy right hand them which trust in Thee, from 
those that rise up against them." 

Lastly.-REGARD THIS HIGH AND HOLY HAND IN CONNECTION" \\'ITII 

THE CHARACTER OF OUR COVEN.A.NT Goo. God respects His own 
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character, end every act of His hand is worthy of it. An unjust blow 
a tyrannical expression of His power, an error or blunder would rende; 
Him an unsafe object of trust, but His wisdom invariably directs what 
His love dictates, and His power performs. Watch then, for you may, 
the movements of His hand, and you wit! be constrained to sing :-

" I truqt a'ill righteous chamcter, 
His counsel, promise, and His power; 
His honour, a.nd His na.me·s a.t stake, 
To save me from the burning le.ke." 

[Preached in" Providence·• Chapel, Islington Green, Nov. 12th, 1872. From 
"John Hopeful's Note Book."] 

THE SPIRITUAL TEMPERATURE OF THE CHURCH. 
By THOMAS JONES. 

BELOVED PRESIDENT, BRETHREN AND CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,
The fact that I have to talk about the temperature of the Church, 

plainly supposes that there is a constitution, with organs properly con
structed, and capable of performing all necessary functions, supposing 
the body to be in a healthy condition. But should the examination 
pro,e in anyway adverse from what we most seriously hope, we must be 
prepared for whatever result may arise. The examination will no doubt 
reveal certain symptoms which are already apparent to an obse1·vant and 
practised eye. You all know that when the physical condition of our 
bodies is out of sorts the pulse is either quick or slow, anything but 
normal. This is precisely the same in relation to the Church. Prayer
meetings are said to be the pulse of the Church, and if we are to examine 
our Churches by this rule, we are reluctantly compelled to !l,dmit that 
her pulse is indeed slow. This gives rise to grave anxiety, and serious 
reflection ; because it reveals the sad indisposition of tqe p1tient. There 
are many around us affected with heart. weakness, an ailment from which 
the Church is largely sufferin!{, Indeed, she is so weak at heart that 
many of her duties are neglected, her privileges slighted, her courage 
weak, and her vitality declined. There is an affection of the heart called 
palpitation, which causes considerable inconvenience to the sufferer, and 
serious anxiety to friends. I greatly fear that some Churches are suffer
ing from palpitation, arising from misapprehension of Divine truth, 
combined with unhealthy excitement. As we look around we are com
pelled to admit that the constitution of the Church is somewhat 
debilitated, largely produced by its love of improper food, nourishment, 
and decline of religious exercise. Such improper diet invariably produces 
feverishness, indigtstion and general debility. 'l'he evidence l hope to 
lay before you will abundantly confirm these remarks. 

From all parts of the country, as well as from information to hand 
re the Metropolitan Churches, there comes the sad, sad wail of lamenta
tion over the present condition of Church life and work I The spiritually 
low state of the Church of Christ unirersally, is, without exception, 
deplorable in the extreme. I speak advisedly, because this remark does 
not confine itself to our own particular section. I fear, and that greatly, 
that there are very few Churches in or out of our beloved Association, 
but what have ample room for improvement. Go where you will, and 
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.ask whom you will, the same discouraging and depressing ansvver is 
returned,-low, very tow I Thus the inspired language of the evangelical 
.prophet becom~s a true description of present day Church life : " Zion 
Janguisheth." Should any doubt, or question the accuracy of these 
statements, I ask such to pay close attention to the following extiracts 
culled from various sources ; and which giv~ a general idea of the 
spiritual temperature of the Church : "We see in all our English i.owns 
huge chapels now forsaken, hardly able to keep their doors open, often 
without a minister for years and years, while all the time the population 
around them is growing and growing." 

A Congregational Minister, pastor of the Tabernacle Church, Hanley, 
says," It has fallen to me to preach in a good many Churches in various 
parts of the country, but I have never been in so large a Church as the 
Tabernacle, where the minister meets with such a freezing reception when be 
goes into the pulpit on Sunday morning, as greets him at the Tabernacle. 
Sometimes my message for the morning is frozen on my lips, and does 
not get delivered, and the day is half over before I have recovered from 
the first bad quarter of an hour." This is by no means a solitary case of 
lamenting over the sad decadence in the numbers attending religious 
services. The alarming decrease in our churches shows bow strongly 
and deeply rooted the fell disease of apathy, indifference, and worldliness 
has taken hold upon the religious life of the Churches. Take the 
humiliating comparison of the religious census for 1886 with that taken 
only the other day. 

" The optimist who maintains that there is no real decline in Church 
attendance must be startled by the comparative figures." It is indeed 
lamentable, enough to make godly men weep like the prophet of old; for 
the places best attended are those where Arminianism, socialism, and 
rationalism abound. 

The Bishop of Hereford in his recent letter to the clergy of his 
diocese has touched the pivot of the cause uf the great decadence when 
he t!ays: "The present condition of things in England gives cause for 
grave questions as to the prospects of the nation and the empire. In the 
prevalent materialism of the present day, the fascination of wealth, the 
craving for p!easure and excitement, the growing luxury, and sec □ hirisa
tion of life in some clas,ts-and in others a religious observance without 
the regenerating influence of religious motive-may be found the cause 
of the present decadence." 

From the pen of Dr. Goodrich, of Manchester, has come a timely 
warning and a wise admonition. He says : " Our people have not heen 
led to think of Divine worship as a Christian duty. If they like the 
preacher, they go ; if they do not, they don't go. The public worship 
of God is to many just one of the incidental things of life. 
Christian people must realise that Divine worship is a solemn _DUTY, 
without which God's name is not hallowed, and the soul 1s not 
nourished." 

Must we not attribute this appalling decadence to the worldliness of 
Church members, the apathy and sluggish indifference to the ~ ord_ of 
God. Week-end excursions to the seaside, the constant round of v1s1tat10n 
a~d feasting, spending the Lord's-day in light and unprofitable conversa
t1on, the love of pleasure, itching ears, and w bat have been c:~lled "sermon
Utsters," whose religion is generally found in the heels of their boots, those 
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nluable articles are the last seen as they round the corner-these are the 
people who demand "starveling sermonett,s" and Rpicy anecdotes. Get 
them, and they have a great treat, and a most enjoyable and blessed seaeon. 
I need scarcely tell you that these are descendants of Pharaoh's lean
kine. 

It is now time I should attempt to give some prescription for the 
malRdies so prernlent. I read the other day some very excellent remarks 
by a Bournemouth pastor, who amongst other very sensible things said: 
'' We urgently need altogether new conceptions of the office and func
tions of the Church. What does the Church of Christ exist for? Not 
merely to pay its way, not to provide a comfortable building wherein 
those may worship who att~nd its services. The Church exists for the 
salvation of society. The Church is primarily and supremely a great 
eva ngeli~tic agency." 

What we need is united eva11gelistic services free from all question
able methods. We want the proclamation of lhe unadulterated and 
incorruptible Word of God, which denounces sin, explodes the refuge 
of lies, and removes all false delusions, at the same time sets forth a free, 
full, and eternal salvation by God's unmerited grace, adopting no inno
vations, encouraging no fads, but working exclusively on apostolic lines. 
Such effons should be backed up by prayer~prayer which means 
energy, patience, and perseverance. Such prayer reqnires intensity of 
purpose and self-sacrifice; this is greatly needed. especially es the outlook 
is not hopeful, only as we look alone to Him" Who hath gathered the 
wind in His fists," and who "weighs the mountains in scales, and the 
hills in a balance." 

What is wanted is the revival of languishing life; when life is 
vigorous it always makes an impression ; it is limpness that men pass by 
unheeded. Those outside the Church will be compelled to bear when the 
Church is animated with a new spirit-the spirit of persistent, earnest 
solicitude for the salvation of men. Alas ! at present that spirit 
appee.rs to possess the few only. This spirit many of the pastors of our 
Associated Churches are labouring bard to inculcate and cherish. I for 
one am proud to testify to the deep devotion of heart, ~he nobl~ness ~f 
purpose, the firm adhesion to truth, the earnestness <l1splayed m their 
work, and their faithful, prayerful regard for their flocks .. As ministei:3 
they are as studious, as diligent, as laborious, as devoted, as any of their 
never-to-be-forgotten predecessors. 

What oar pai,tors need are men to uphold them whose fidelity to the 
principles of salvation through Jesus Christ, whose loyalty to Church 
polity is unquestionable; men who profoundly reverence Divine truth, 
Church order, and discipline; men whose views are above suspicion; for 
men who are oscillating and unstable are unfitted to occupy positions of 
trust and responsibility in the Church. Such men-should such be 
found-are a hindrance to prosperity, disturbers of the peace, and thorns 
in the ministers' sides. 

Let members of our Associated Churches "count their blessings" if 
they can. In doing this I would esk them to put in the forefront the 
great Gospel fact-viz, the Church is the bride of Christ, His body. 
"the fulness of Him who filleth All in 011." Take a cluster of the finest 
grapes, not of Escl10l, but of the New Testament: "Whom He fore
knew, He also foreordained; and whom He foreordained, them He also 
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called ; and whom He called, them He also jusWied ; and whom He 
jus'.ified, them He also glorified." There stands in Ephes. ii. another 
cluster of very choice fruit, which has been called the SEVK:N' TOG ETHERS, 
in which this bond of union is beautifully interwoven. We are crucified 
together with Christ, buried to!?ether, quickened together, raised 
togethe1·, made to sit together with Him in the heavenly places, if we 
suffer together with Him, that we may be also glorified together. If 
such remarkable expressions describe our inner life, our true faith, and 
abiding hope, then we should be a habitation of God and a living temple 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Why I have di-awn attention to these ble~sed truths is to. anim!lte 
your souls, to quicken zeal, to inflame love, to arouse activity, and 
awaken your minds to the privileges and grand possibilities of Chris
tian life. I would remind you that God is not straitened; the Arm 
of the Lord is not shortened. The eternal springs of love, mercy, 
grace; and salvation are as full now as in the past; the throne of grace 
is accessible, the promises sure ; io a word, all the transcendent means 
are still at our command. "Awake, and put on thy beautiful garments; 
shake thyself from the dust, 0 daughter of Jerusalem.'' 

Let our Churches fully, clearly, and distinctly recognise the 
Divine supremacy of their living, vital, and eternal Head, and culti
vate an unselfish devotion to Him who so devoted Himself to 
humiliation, sacrifice, and death for us. Seek, 0 ye men of God, 
the Divine effusion of Spirit power, that leads to close, intimate 
fellowship with Jesus-a fellowship that shall animate the soul, touch 
the lip, move the heart, and consecrate the life. Do you ask what is 
consecration ? It is contrition before the Lord, concentration on the 
Lord, conformity to the Lord, confidence in the Lord, contentment 
with the Lord, confession of the Lord, and to be controlled by 
the Lord. 

Forget not the s ,crifices of our noble ancestors-the fires of 
Smithfield, the prison of Bedford, the dungeons of the Continent, the 
deep, sad wail of the valleys of France, and the terrible massacre of St. 
B11.rtholomew ! Forget not the iron law. and the blackened reign of 
Mary and Romanism ! Forget not the noble army of martyrs, the men 
of the "Mayflower," and the glorious band of Puritans-men who were 
good, noble, and true, who counted life not dear, but who held the truth 
and doctrine of the Word more valuable than rubies, and more choice 
than fine gold; for such truths and such doctrines they suffered, 
bled, died I 

Men, brethren, remember, 0 remember, the incarnation of tbe Son 
of God, the path of sorrow, His unequalled poverty, His deep humilia
tion, His profound utterances, His soul-troubled prayers in Gethsemane! 
the agony of the Cross I 0, for truth's sake, forget not the love which 
elected you, the power that redeemed you, the mercy that c11lled you, the 
holy Word which awakened you, the Rpirit that quickened you, the grace 
that saved you, the precious blood that cleansed you, the hope God gave 
you, and the inheritance provided for you ! '' AwakP, awake, stand up, 0 
Jerusalem; put on thy garments of salvation, and thy robe of righteous
ness." "For Zion's sake, hold not thy peace: for Jernsalem's sake. rest 
not until the rif7hleousoess thereof go forth as brightness, and the salva
tion as a lamp that burneth ." Do this, and " Thon shnlt be termed no 
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more forsaken, neither t11y land desolate;" but men shall call thee the 
Church of Christ-" the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of 
Israel." "My Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I have put 
in thy mouth, shall not depart from out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy 11eed's seed, saith the 
Lord : from henceforth, and for ever." 

Divine Spirit, promised Paraclete, put forth Thy invincible energy, 
re,ive, revive Thy work in the midst of the years. Breathe, 0 breath 
of the Eternal, upon Thy universal Church. 0 Arm of the Lord awake! 
Ride forth in the chariots of Thy salvation, as Thou didst in ancient 
times ! G11ther in Thine elect from the ruins of the fall I Build up 
Thy chosen ! Glorify Thy Name, 0 Thou victorious Captain of eternal 
salvation ! Then shall the spiritual temperature of the Church be 
normal, her pulse strong, and her tcnergy and influence divine. The 
Church shall indeed be a royal diadem in the hand of God, and a blazing 
light in this dark world. 

P.S.-The above extract~ were rnlected mainly from the British 
Weekly.-T. J. 

C. H. SPURGEON, ON '' BEWARE OF THE 
FLATTERER." 

·so great and gracious was the late beloved c. H. Spurgeon ; BO wise 
and edifying was nearly all that he wrote or caused to be committed 

to paper, that it is commendable to "gather up the fragments that 
remain" unprinted, " that nothing be lost." . 

An unpublished series of'" Pictures from 'Pilgrim's Progress'" are 
accordingly being given in The Sword and the Trowel-the title of the 
twelfth (.April, 1903) being, '· Beware of the Flatterer." With some 
pain, however, we read what followi; :-

" I would warn our young members against that form of faith wh~ch 
holds only half the Bible; against those who proclaim Divine election 
but ignore human responsibility, and who preach up high doctrine but 
have little or nothing to say about Christian practice. I am persuaded 
that this is a net of the flatterer, and many have I seen taken in it They 
have cea8ed from all care about (for?) the souls of others, have become 
indifferent as to whether children were (are?) perishing or being saved, 
have settled on their lees, to eat the fat, and drink the sweet, an_d 
thought that this was all for which they were created (saved?) T~e1r 
compassions have failed ; they have bad no weeping eyes over perisbmg 
sinners; in fact, they have thought it a sign of being unsound to care 
about saving (the salvation of?) sinners at all. May God keep you from 
being flattered into this net, lest you become pierced through ~ith ma_ny 
sorrows. To the Bible only you must look. Test every new idea w~th 
this touchstone ; 'To the law and the testimony.' Require a' Thus sa~tb 
the Lord' from (for?) every flattering 11otion. (Ha:; any' jlatterzng 
notion' the support of the Bible?) The old Book is our infallible guide.' 

As the Editor inserts bis honoured father's words without caveat or 
comment we assume that they Lave bis endorsement, and represent the 
Spurgeonism of to-day. 
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BUT WHO ARE THE PE0PJ,E HERE POURTRAYED ? Extreme-or 
consistent-Calvinists are doa btless intended, whether Calvirtistu; 
Independents,· or Strict and Partiaular Baptists, or members of The 
Church of England. Having, however, mixed with "hypers" of every 
sort and description since 1870, the writer avers, in God's sight, that he 
has not known one answering to the great preacher's description
sanctioned and enforced, as we have seen, by his son. Will no one give 
to these "airy nothings a local habitation and a name "-and inform the 
" yonng members" here so earnestly warned against them, from what 
quarter their approach may be feared? 

Were mastodons or megatheria in existence it would be wise to avoid 
them when taking one's walks abroad, but who would bid peaceful old 
gentlemen do this when enjoying their morning stroll on Clapham 
Common or in Hyde Park. The danger is imaginary : the caution
however kindly meant-uncalled for. 

EXAMINE THE PRINCIPLES OF THESE DANGEROUS PERSON'S. 
They have, it seems "a form of Faith "-or a well considered scheme 
of professedly Christian doctrine, which they have reduced to a system 
and published. Again, the writer cbims a comprehensive acquaintance 
with extreme Calvinistic literature-but never has he met with sermons, 
books, or magazine articles in which the controverted ideas are taught ; 
or ever heard them advocated from pulpits or on platforms. He is, 
therefore, persuaded that his late sainted pastor and the President of the 
College to which he owes so much, was indebted to his fine imagination 
solely, for what he here presents as facts. 

In one particular, however, C. H. S. is right-" we proclaim Divine 
election," because we find it in God's Word ; "we ignore" further, we 
deny and withstand with all the p:.>wers of onr mind and heart, " HUMAN 
RESP0NSIBILrrY "-and must continue so to do-because we require a 
"Thus eaith the Lord " for all that we advance as Gospel ; and make 
"the old Book our infallible guide." 

The simultaneous appearance of the article in question with that of 
Mr. Hazlerigg's "Saving Faith " was both timely and providential. 
Would that the gifted young Editor might be led to devote a prayerful 
hour or two to this saintly and scholarly booklet-and, at least, keep his 
pages free from assertions so unwarrantable, and assumptions so far from 
the spirit of our common Master. 

PONDER THE PERIL INDICATED. The dangerous people of whom 
we are told, are accused of spreading the flatterer's net to ensnare 
UilBtable souls. This is, indeed, something new. Arminians flatter, 
when they preach up human ability. Fullerites flatter, when having 
said "yea" they whisper "nay," and give their people to understand 
that those only who are· deeply taugh~ in Divine things (as, of course, 
their dear hearers are) can see the consistency of contradictions and can 
hurmonise assertions wlth negations. But, poor rough "hypers," 
flatterers I Never. Uncouth they may have been : unable to attribut~ 
due sincerity to earnestness when " sweet waters and bitter " proceeded 
from the same fountain • or loud and uncourteous in their remonstrances 
when error was suffered 

1

to foul the stream of testimony to the certainty 
and freeness of sovereign grace ;-ch~rges like these percha~ce h~ve 
foundation in fact. Etiquette they might perhaps hai;re studied with 

N 
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advantage-but the allegations of t,he great and good man; which we 
have considered, are simply slanders, nor should they pass unrefuted .. 
"Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates, sed magis amica veritas." 

THE SENSES OF THE SOUL. 
BY A. E. REALFF. 

(Concluded from page 142.) 

ACQUAINTANCE with the nature of the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the hearts of chosen and redeemed sinners is of great moment to all 

who have been led to desire to be right with God. The relation of faith 
to salvation is especially so important as to render the subject· orie. of 
keen interest to all the heaven-born family, many of whom will, we are 
persuaded, gladly pursue the train of thougbt commenced in. oui: 
former paper. We therefore proceed to notice that- • 

III. Faith is also the sense by which spiritual things are tasted by 
God's people, for it is the mouth of the new man. The Psalmist 
therefore exclaims, •· 0 taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed 
is the man that trusteth in Him." Peter informs us that those who 
are born of the Spirit, feed by faith, the soul's mouth, upon Christ in 
the Word: " Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and all 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil· speakings, as new-born babes, 
de3ire the sincere milk of the word, thrtt ye may grow thereby: if 
so be ye have tru;ted that the Lord is gracious." Again the Psalmist 
exclaims, "How sweet are Thy words unto my.taste-! yea, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth." In the Canticles again the ·,Spouse ex
claims, " I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His 
fruit wa9 sweet to my taste." Jeremiah employs a parallel expression: 
"Thy words were found, and I did eat them ; and Thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.'.' Of Himself, speaking spiritually~ 
the Lord averred, •• My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink 
indeed; " and God ha9 declared, "My people shall be satisfied with My 
goodness." May we all know what it is thus to feed upon Him who ·said, 
"I am the Bread of Life." ' 

IV. The action o_f faith also resembles the sense by.which the quality 
of odours is perceived and distinguished. As Newton quaintly sings of 
this precious grace :-

" It smells, the dee.r Redeemer's name, 
Like ointment poured forth ; 

Faith only knows or ce.n proclaim 
Its savour ot its worth." 

As naturally, by the sense of smell, we appreciate the delicate fragrance 
of a sweet perfume, so by the spiritual sense which is analogous to this, 
we recognise the peculiar and unique fragrance of Chris~ and heavenly 
things."' "All Thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes and cassia." 

* See Jer. xlviii. 11, where" Moe.lJ" stands for the empty, fruitless professors 
so common in all e.ges. As through Ruth, the Moabitess (Ruth i. 4), these 
people he.d e. circumstantial and nature.I connection with Isre.el, so .these 
religious people a.re often conneoted by family e.nd relative ties with the true 
e.nd tried children of tho living God; e.nd, apart from grace, adopt the 
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" Because of the savour of Thy good ointments, Thy name is a3 ointment 
poured forth." Concerning such as appreciate the Gospel, Paul declares : 
" We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ" ~we who " make manifest 
the sa.vour of His knowledge in every pla-.::e." Sweet, indeed is the 
odour of the sanctua.ry, of the Divine ordina[Jces,. and of everything that 
concerns 11:odlines9 ! Do we find it so ? There i$ a spiritual perception 
of this where the Word of trath is. preached to those who love it. It is 
like Mary's "pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly," with which she 
anointed the feet of Jesus," when the house was filled with the odonr." 
Moreover, the believer's good works, done from high motives, for the love 
of Christ and His people, are spoken of as "an odour of a sweet smell, a 
sa.crifice acceptable, well-pleising to God." Oh, to abound in this 
fragrant service ! 

V. Lastly, Faith is the Chri.~tian's spiritual sense of touch, and thus 
the new nature or "inner man" comes into living contac~ with the 
living Su.viour. A poor woman in the days of His flesh came behind 
Him in the press and drew healing virtue from Him by touching bat 
the hem of His garment. How mast her physical system have thrilled 
with the heavenly magnetism of healthy life. Hers was physical contact; 
but all who have "obtained precious faith" are in possession of a power 
the exercise of which will lead to far more wonderful results. Of the 
sinner God says, " Let him take hold of My strength, that he may make 
pelce with Me: and he shall make peace with Me," and thus" be justi
fied from all thinge,.'' 

To any poor trembler I would say-
" Venture on Him, venture wholly: 

Let no other trust intrude." 

Fear not; come as you are. J esas asks nothing of you, but is prepared 
to give you all. For " Him hath God exalted with His right hand to 
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgive
ness of sins." 

"THOU ART A COMFORT UNTO" SODOM. 
(Ezek. xvi. 54). 

CURRENT events somrtimes throw light upon the inspired Word. 
The recenL trial of Colonel Lynch for high treason exemplifies thi,i. 

When charging the jury, the Lord Chief Justice intimated that" it was 
their business to determine whether the evidence proved that the prisoner 
had or had not adhered to and assisted the King's enemies : in othet· 
word8, to employ the old language of the statute, whether he had com
forted them." The use of the word "comfort" in this rare and excep
tional sense is warranted by its etymological rather than its popular 

we.ye of those with whom they he.vA thus to do, though he.ving no real fellow
ship with them in Divine things. Four me.rks of their spiritual deficiency o.re 
given whence "their te.ste remaineth in them Rnd their scent is not oho.nged." 
They 

I 

rate.in their ce.rnal zJst and relish _for the ve.nitios of . t~is world, and 
have no e.ppreoie.tion of the re.re e.nd de:ice.te fre.gro.nco of ~pmtu~~ ob1ects o.s 
compared with the gross o.nd common perfume ?f carnal th1.ngs. lhe sub1ect 
will repay thought. See Philpot's Sermons, Vol. X., No. 119. Airby, 17, Bouverie 
Street.-ED. 
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Pig-nificance. It ordinRrily means to console, solace, or soothe by kind
ness or sympe.thy. Its original force, however, is "to strengthen by 
RS!looie.ting with," its derivation being-con ("with") and fortis 
(" strong "). 

In this sense it evipently o::curs in the "statute" referred to, aud 
we e.re therefore helped to a striking exposition of Ezekiel's memorable 
words. Mankind are ran~ into two great partiee-God's/rirnds and 
God's.foes,-the latter being repre.sented in the passage before us by 
godless an_d wicked "Sodom." These, God's ancient people were 
strength_emng by ~micably and co_rdially associating with them, instead 
of keepmg the line of demarkat1on between them sharp, clear, and 
distinct. Thus they proved a "comfort unto Sodom," and thus many 
reputed Christians in the present day adhere to and assist the enemies 
of _the great King in a parallel manner. " Know ye not that the friend
ship of the world is enmity with God ? Whosoever, therefore, will be " 
(is p~rposed_ in his ~eart to be) "a friend of the world, is the enemy of 
God, const1tntes himself an enemy of God's. In the "holy war" the 
neutrality of a divided allegiance is impossible. We must choose our 
side, and the inclination and desire t,o be either on the side of the world 
or on the side of God involves ipso facto antagonism to the other.
Oambridge Bible/or &hools. Dr. Plumptre on James iv. 4. 

HEAVENLY v. EARTHLY GRANDEUR. 

IS it not extraordinary that cr~ture!!, morally undone by original as 
well as by actnal and peraonal transgression, should be made meet to 

be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light ? What grandeur 
is bestowed upon these objects of His choice whom He makes kings and 
priests unto God ! Earthly crowns have before now adorned the brows 
of men whose origin has been obscure and mean, and they hare had 
sooner or later to oonfess that "uneasy lies the head tha,t, wears a crown." 
But these fleeting insignia. of earthly diguity can ill compare with the 
never-fading crowns of Heaven's royalty. Jn these are no thorns. There 
are no bitter thoughts of low origin, tbough they have been as beggars, 
lifted from the dunghill to be set among princes. 

Some earthly monarchs have obtained the so-called dignity by 
wading through seas of wilfully and wantonly spilt blood, and their 
memc.ry is cursed. Not so the Chr~tian. 'Tis rrue he attains his 
exalted position by blood-the willingly shed blood 01 Him who was 
given up by tt:e determinate foreknowledge and counsel of God. His 
iniquities he confesses were the procuring cause of the sufferings of 
Christ. " 'J'was you, my sins, my cruel eins, His chief tormentors were," 
Lut the love Christ bore to fallen men. constrained Hii:n from all 
eternity, to fix that iove on them personally with the full intent of making 
them heirs of God and joint-heirs with Himself to the eternal estates. 
Our position here in the social scale may be very low down indeed
like Lazarus, we may be glad of the crumbs that fall from the rich 
man's table-our room preferred to our company-yet, possessing 
Christ, greater riches than the treasures of Egypt are 011rs-Iike 
Lazarus, ow: freed spirits shall be convoyed by angeiB to the realms 
of everlasting bliss-in the place of rags and wretchedness the peer-



AND GOSPEL HERALD 177 

less robe of His right,eousness shall enwrap us, and He Himself shall 
present us faultleBB before the prasence of His Father, and the holy 
11ngels with exceeding joy. 

Imagine, if you can, His jo11 in bringing us forward as the tropbi.es 
of His victory over sin nnd Satan. Our poor expressions of gratitude 
eclipsed by the utterances of His perfect and entire satisfaction, for 
" He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied." A 
SATISl<'IED CHRIST I Whet an object for the eternal adoration of 
glorified saints I Is not the thought of Christ satisfied confounding to 
ell our reasoning faculties, when we consider the inglorious elements 
that conduced to it ? The myst.ery of the Cross must remain a 
mystery, though its glory fill our hearts with praise. Our satisfaction 
is real aud tangible. While, by spiritual faith, we may credit that 
Christ's satisfaction would not be complete without the presence of 
the whole of His purchase, we readily grasp the fact of our own. 
Satisfaction is a word we use here on earth, and perhaps n·e·ver experi
ence it; we get its meaning in a dictionary, but seldom realise it in 
our lives. We shell know it then to it,s utmost significance. "I shall 
be satisfied," says the man of God. "when I awake with Thy likenes•." 
To arise with the likeness of Christ ; to be addressed, " Come, ye 
ble3sed, inherit the kingdom prep!!.red for you from the foundation c.f the 
world; " to be enthroned at His right band ; and to bask for ever in 
the sunlight of His love : if this be not the highest form of Christian 
dignity our judgment has played us false, we can conceive no higher. 
God grant that this consummation of all our hopes and confusion of all 
our fears may not only be devoutly wished but abundantly realised by 
each of us. ALBERT STEELE. 

Bermondsey. 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES .. 

IV.-SouTe LoNDON.-continued. 

As I ha.ve shown, Commercial Street a.nd Little Alie Street represent the 
oldest Particular Baptist Church in London, which in the course of its history 
experienced a. division over the choice of a. pastor-a. division which has 
proved permanent throughout severe.I generations. The 

METIIOPOLITAN TABERNACLE CHURCH 

represents the third Particular Baptist Church in London in order of date, and 
(as I recorded on page 87 of our March issue) she a.l~o experienced a division 
over the choice of a. pastor. In the case of the former ( the interested reader 
will remember), it we.a the majQrity of the Church which went out with the 
man of their choice-Ja.mes Fall. In t!ie ca.se of the la.tter, the mino,·,ty 
seceded with Mr. John Gill (from Kettering), a.nd held their services in a 
schoolroom belonging to Mr. Crosby (deacon). We have traced the annals _of 
the original Church (in this case), in their new chapel in Unicorn Yard, to its 
close. It now remams to follow up the history of that part which survives 
with such world-wide fa.111e a.nd interest as the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Church. 

On the 26th of June 1720 the seceders returned to their trysting-place 
in Goat's Yard Pa.ssa.ge; a.nd 'a. rema.rka.ble incident in the arr_ange_ments for 
their return was the payment of £10 as a.n a.llowance for certam _pnvat~ pe,".s 
which a. few individuals had constructed for themselves and their fam1hes ID 

that otherwise 
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8EATLESB SA,NCTUARY. 

After llhout thirty-seven yee.rs of growing usefulness e.nd continuous pros
perity (though not without e. few trie.lM ), they were ene.bled to open for 
worship R new e.nd more substAntie.1 che.pel. The Ce.rter Lane Meeting House 
we.s dedice.ted to lhe worship of God in the yee.r 1757. It we.s situated nee.r 
London Bridge, and was e. typice.l place of assembly of the.t period ; the pulpit 
i@ presen•ed e.s a relic of the past, e.nd me.y be seen by any ree.der who cares to 
visit the Pe.stol'!l' College, where it is kept. 

During his ministry of fifty-one yee.rs as pe.stor of this Church John Gill 
l1tboured industriou~ly e.ud incesse.ntly as a profound student and expositor of 
the Holy Bible. He is beyond doubt an llcknowledged father in the Church ; 
a deep theologian, whose wider ministry has lasted in its influence and useful
ness, and will doubtless continue down the ages. He worthily received the 
degree of D.D., and is universe.Hy known and respected as Dr. John Gill. Hie 
expository and other works e.re reed and quoted still, and have proved a mine 
of untold ve.lue to the Church of Jesus Christ. 

It is worthy of note that Dr. Gill, and three deacons with him, were 
publicly recognised in their office by the laying-on of he.ads and prayer. 
There are several amusing incidents related of the doctor, only two of which 
may I be permitted to rele.te. A godly wome.n visited him one day 

ADOUT THE SINGING, 

for the singing-clerk in the course of three years had introduced two new 
tunes. The young people were pleased, but this good worue.n was unbearably 
perturbed thereby. The doctor inquired whether she understood singing P 
Ko; she did not: nor did her fe.ther before her understand it. Upon which 
Dr. Gill faid : "Sister, what tunes would you like us to sing?'' " Why, ail-, 
I should ,•ery much like De.vid's tunes," ce.me the reply. "Well,'' quoth the 
doctor, "if you will get De.vid's tunes for us, we can try to sing them." 

On another occe.sion e. garrulous dame ce.lled on him to find fault with the 
excessive length of his white bands. "Well, well," said the doctor," what do 
you thiuk is the right length ? Take them e.nd make them as long or as short 
as you like." Delighted l She was sure the.t her dear pastor would grant her 
request, and therefore he.d brought her scissors with her, and would do the 
trimming at once. "Now, my good sister, you must do me a good turn also." 
"Yes, that I will, doctor. Whe.t can it he?" "Well, you have something 
about you which is a dee.I too long, and-causes no end-of trouble, and I should 
like to see it shorter:' "Indeed, dear sir, I will not hesite.te ; what is it? 
Here are the scissors, use them as you please." "Come then, good sister, put 
out yow· tongue!" 

Dr. John Gill entered peacefully into rest on the 14th of October, 1771, in 
his seventy-fourth year. 

Thence.me another division over the choice of a pastor, though, happily, of 
comparative insignificance; for the Church eventually elected Mr. John 
Rippon, from Bristol Baptist College, without any serious dissension, in 1775. 
Like bis predecessor, he also was a diligent student as well as a faithful and 
successful µastor, and also attained to the well-deserved degree of D.D. If for 
no other ree.son, the name of Dr. Rippon will continue to be handed down e.s 
an honoured and memorable one, seeing that it was bis privilege and joy to 
publit!h the first really good selection of hymns for use in public worship
,, RIPJ•ox's SELJ!CTION," 

In 1830, during his ministry, the chapel at Carter Lane was closed, and 
pulled down, to make room for approaches to the present London Bridge. The 
Clrnrch was temporarily without a habitation, until 

NEW P.!l(K STREET CHAPEL, 

close by the banks of tlie river, was opened, in 1833. After a pastorate of 
about sixty-three years, Dr. Rippon was called to be with Christ, which is fe.r 
better. Thus for a period of 117 years the Church had but two pastors, both 
of tliem men of :nark, and botli Doctors of Divioity. 
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DO NOTHING RASHLY."• 
(Aots xix. 36). 

"Thy purpose firm Is equal to the deed, 
Who does the best his circumstance allows, 
Does well, acts nobly : e.ngels 0<1Uld no more.'' 

179 

Oun brethren are e.e a rule, content to "poeseee their eoule in pe.tience," anrl 
to II study to be quiet, and to do their own business," which ae God's people 
they have me.inly considered to be the me.int.ene.nce and extension of "the 
faith of God's elect," and tho primitive order of the Churches. 

Eschewing the folly of the Plymouth Brethren, the.t because Christ's 
kingdom is not of this world, we lie.ve nothing to do with State matters, they 
have quietly recorded their votes, according to their personal convictions, 
though giving but little heed to the" burning q ueetions of the transient hour." 

The time has, however, come, when loyalty to the "King of kings," 
fidelity to conscience, and our duty to our Fatherland and the cause of God
enfor.ce e.ction in e.n important matter. "The Education Act of 1902 •• is now 
law in the provinces; where Nonconformist householders are required to pay 
re.tee, a portion of which will he devoted to carrying out its provisions. 

That the Bill is objectione.ble, all Dissenters agree. Religious liberty is 
imperilled ; religious eque.lity will become hopelessly remote. Nonconformity 
must suffer e.e the Ste.te-e.ided Sect realises its new and tremendous power. 
Many priv-ileges which our fathers obtained at the cost of suffering, and 
blood may slip from us. Se.cerdotalism will become ascendant. Our young 
people who have devoted the flower of their manhood and womanhood to the 
great work of education will, if true to their convictions as Dissenters, be 
excluded :from adve.ntageous and lucrative positions to which their talents 
and indnstry entitle them ; while children will be under compulsion to learn 
as truth what their parents firmly believe to be false-and will be punished, 
in me.ny cases cruelly, for obedience to those whom God has placed in law
ful and loving authority over them. Our spirits throb with indignation as we 
rege.rd these imminent evils which no godly man can hesitate to oppose. 

How this can be wisely and holily done, is a question which each 
Christie.a must answer e.ccording to his own unbiassed and uninfluenced con
victions. No other man, no party of men, however far-seeing and zealous 
for the public good, must affect his determination. Conscience must defer to 
thti II one Law-giver" only. "If," therefore, "any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
shall _be given him," e.nd woe be to him who sins against God's light. 

Goo's WORD OUR ONLY WARRANT FOR ACTION. 

It has unhappily che.racterised the majority of recent meetings and con
ferences. on this question, not only that there has been very little united 
prayer; but that references to the injunctions of the Bible have been strangely 
infrequent. Yet both are paramount. In the hush that follows worship, God 
often speaks to hearts, and His direction is mainly vouchsafed by His "laying 
on the heart or opening to the understanding," appropriate portions of the 
Scriptures of truth. These, when so applied, give specific guidance, resolve 
doubts into certainties, and shed a calm but all-trustworthy light on the path 
the.t faith should take. Prayerfully, and with amenable spirits, we would 
cry,_"Teach me thy way, 0 LORD." 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURSE 

or that which is agreee.ble to our national constitution, or frame of gove_rn
ment, indisputably is to meet all legal and constit'lttional demands, leavrng 

* For som-3 thoughts in this paper the Author is indebted to_his friel:'d an_d 
fellow-student of forty years since, Archibald G. Brown, whose kindness III this 
instance he gratefully acknowledges. Mr. Brown is one of the few popular 
ministers who oppose the idea of "passive resistance." 
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i~Pue~ with thr Most High, aud meanwhile, 11111.king all lawful efforts to 
depoBe those who have brought lhiR trouble upon ue. God hae not vacated 
HiR throne nor has prayer ceased to he a power !'n earth. Those who avoid 
mehneee and dare not do evil that good may come, may alw11.ys plead, "He11.r 
the right. 0 LoRn.'' 

This conduct hll.8 direct support in God'6 Book." Avenge not yourselves 
belo'l'ed, but rather gi'l'e place unto the wrath (of God); for it is written' 
Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, eaith the Lord."• PaBBive obedience t~ 
those who, by Divine permission, constitute the "powers thll.t be" ie 
unvaryingly enjoined, "Honour the King,'' "Submit youl'l!elvee to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether it be to the King 11.e supreme 
or m1to governors," &c. "Pnt them in mind to be subject to principalities 
and powers, and to obey m11.gietl'lltes." Never are we told to resist the 
demRnde of constituted authorities, but are enjoined to "render tribute to 
whom tribute ie due, e.nd custom to whom custom." " Let every soul be 
eu bject unto the !iigher t,')0wers ( or 11.uthorities) . . . for such are ordained 
of God" ... and thoel! "that resist (or withstand) these she.II receive to 
themselves judgment" R.V. (Rom. xiii.·1-9; Titus iii. I; 1 Peteriii.13-17). 

What Jesus would do, it were arrogance to surmise. What He said and 
did, when on earth, is uncontro,•ertible. " Resist not evil " was His cou1; 
maud (Matt."· 39), not, of course, moral evil, but the unrighteo_us conduct 
of unscrupulous and unjust men. Popular religion in His day was e.s great 
a corruption of the institutions of Moses, as is modern Ritualism of the 
Church founded e.t the Reformation ; yet He commended e. widow for con
tributing to the expenses incident.al to the worship of the Temple (Muk xii. 
43), and miraculously provided a half shekel for Himself e.nd Peter as a 
tribute to its Tilllintene.nce (Matt. xviii. 24---27). His opposition to the baneful 
and God-dishonouring system took the form of protest only. Surely the wise 
in heart will desire to " follow in H;is steps." t 

This course does not preclude our exercising our moral, social, and in
tellectual influence -in legitimate ways whenever an effectual door is open. 
Speech is free, and we may instruct and exhort our neighbours in wholesome 
word~, " which cannot be condemned." Assemblies in convenient places for 
the decorous discussion of public questions are not only legally permissible, 
but have the protection of authority. The press is free. Nonconformist 
ministers may through their three great representative Boards claim audience 
of the Sovereign Himself. Our right to petition and memorialise the "powers 
that be" is unchallengeable. Our Government is democratic, and a numerical 
majority of voters determines who shall be our legislators. With these forces 
at command, the "N onconfonnist conscience" can voice itself in ways tbe.t 
none could censure, and God mast approve. 

" To obey is better than sacrifice." "Them that honour Him, He will 
honour." "I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, e.nd I WILL 
SAVE THY CHILDREN." This promise bas been applied with peculiar power to 
the writer's mind. Surely faith may count on God to fulfil it, "and that 
right early." The darkest hour precedes the dawn. The waves lash the 

• The translation of Rom. xii. 19, bas misled readers as to Its meaning. 
"Avenge not yourselves,'' do not retaliate, or take the law into your own hands 
when wronged or injured, "but rather give place f,o the wrath of God'' R.V. 
Leave the premises clear for Him. Give His displeasure, space and scope, for 
its full and terrible expression, "for it is written (Deut. xxxii. 35), ' To Me 
belongeth vengeance and recompence,' or' Vengeance is Mine,' "&c. 

t His conduct e.t the first purging of the Temple-court from money changers, 
buyers, and sellers (John ii. 14-16, compared with Matt. xxi. 12, 13), must not 
be misunderstood. The "scourge of small cords " was not for flogging men, but 
for driving out the cattle. "He made a scourge of cords, and cast all out of the 
holy precincts, both the sheep and the oxen" (see R.V.). This change, though of 
one word only, gives an entirely different sense, and relieves the Master's aotion 
from the suspicion of ind11eorum. 
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rocks most fiercely when the tide is on the turn. 11 ft is time for Thell, LoRr>, 
to work; for they have made void Thy law." An alternative course is 

PAARIVE RERIRTANCF:1 

or the refusal, at all risks, to pay rates at all, so long as the objectionable 
mot\sure remains on the statute book, thus focu~eing ell available energies 
into one decisive and emphatic act of. testimony and protest. 

Thie is commended by a committee of eminent gentlemen, who loom 
largely in the Nonconformist horizon; whose high position entitles their 
advice to respect, and whose appeal to others is accentuated by the declaration 
thnt on no conceivable consideration will they themselves part with their own 
money for this purpose. 

The high chivalry, the heroic unselfislmeae, the Puritanic daring of their 
protest enforce univere11.I admiration, and bespeak candid consideration to 
their summons to others to follow. Much indeed may be said in favour of 
so acting. It would demonstrate the sincerity of those who are opposed to th-, 
Bill. It is 11;lways difficult to convince others that we are in earnest. Words 
cost nothing, vehement speeches are easy to deliver, declamatory paragraphs 
find ready publication, though ordinarily estimated very lightly. But the 
logic of action, and the rhetoric of conduct few dare gainsay. Deeds of self
sacrifice inspire belief in the purity of men's motives, anti afford unchallenge
able proof of their firmness of purpose II Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." 

Flippancy is in fashion with our Rulers, who have treated grave God-fear
ing men like_ captious and capricious children, whose whimperings are 
unworthy of notice. Let them feel that our principles are as deeply-roote,I 
as our livea, and that our earnestness is as genuine as it is unquenchable, and 
our appeal cannot be much longer withstood. 

Further, it is pleaded that though our resistance to a human law should 
be technically illegal, and even criminal, it would have the higher sanction of 
God's great law of righteousness. When what man enjoins, clashes with 
Divine commandments,•• we ought to obey God rather than man." Deference 
to constituted authority is incumbent on us, both as citizens and Christians, 
but the cl&ims of the Most High upon our loyalty are supreme. 11 Whether 
then it be right to hearken unto" State officials" rather than to God, judge ye." 

It is &gain urged that our money, be it much or little, entails responsibility, 
which we cannot with a good conscience ei:ade. To use it for immoral purposes 
\l'Ould be sin, and what more immoral than as in this case, to employ it to 
retard the cause of religious liberty, to promote the extension of error, and to 
pervert the souls of little children, and abet others in so acting. "How can 
we do this great wickedneBB, and sin against God? " 

So we &re warned against the payment of this rate by the reminder that 
wrong-doing must impede, but can neve1· effectually help the right. Peace is 
precious, but it must not be bought at the expense of principle. Suffering, 
obloquy, and loss are painful, though sometimes the sole price at which 
righteousness can be bought. This price, God being their Helper, our brethren 
assure us, they are prepared to pay, while they sing-

" Ten thousand deaths in every nerve 
We'd rather suffer the.a deserve." 

It should, however, be remembered that none of these brethren belong to 
our own section of the Denomination. Miiny of their views are in opposition 
to those we hold dear. Their opinions on the present problem, and the course 
they commend, therefore demand on our part close and critical examination. 

"Great men," moreover," are not always wise," as history proves. Protestant 
Engl&nd, for instance, suffers to this hour from the" Uatholic Emancipation 
Bill" of 1829, 11. measure which found warm advocates in popular dissent
ing ministers. Their successors of to-day may be as far from unerring in 
their judgment on the present matter, &s were their predecessors seventy-four 
years ago on the other question. 
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_ The _m11.jority, 11.g11.in 1 1ue men of pi·estige and power, having ample means, 
rnflnen(ml Anpp<"'.rt~rA, 11.ml yet more numero_uR 11.dn:iirerR_. T)1?:f could ·probably 
hear with equ11mm1ty, Rnd even pleasure, d1fficult1es, d1sab1ht1ee, 11.nd depriva
ti_ons_ which woul~ overwhelm Ieee fa':'oured ministers, ee~ecially in rural 
districts where squ1rarchy and sacerdotahsm ate dominant. 'Ihe former stand 
well in the light, the latter are almost unnoticed and unknown. If t.hese 
suffered for conscience sake they would be universally applauded, while· few 
would commend thoBe, though they lost their air, while tl11,ir smallest acts of 
impruden(l(' would be paraded with ridicule and contempt. The hunger-wolf 
may_ howl at the poor pastor's door.:. whc, will cl\re ? The splendid self. 
11acr1fice of the "great preacher" will obtain for him substantial tokens of 
popular approbation. On many, therefore, it were rank inhumanity to urge 
passive obedience as obligatory, since it might entail neerlless suffering and 
Wil.sted heroism and prove a mere parade of fidelity to principle, which helped 
or inspired few, if any, other hearts. It may he questioned whether a policy 
which is not universally practical can be generally commendable. · 

PASSIYE RESISTANCl!:-WIIAT IT INVOLVES. 

Some, before they could have mastered the question Or counted the cost, 
have premtJ.turol:y published their determination to act 6n the principle of 
resistance. Competent opinion as to the legal conquences of so acting surely 
pleads against precipitancy. Such a course is more than unconstitutional ; it 
is "a penal offence." Those who refuse to·pay this rate are liable not only to 
a distraint upon their goods but to imprisonment. Some discretionary power 
is doubtless ,•ested in local authorities, nor is it perhaps probable that ·such 
outrageous extremities will be resorted to.0 But the machinery of the law, like 
all other machinery, is pitiless, and in some instances the odium of years may 
be concentrated on the poor and plain ministers of country chapels whose 
earnestness and fidelity have long rendered them obnoxious to those whom 
they have opposed, and who may eagerly embrace the opportunity of injuring 
them. 

More serious in one sense is "counsel's opinion " that a householder who 
does not pay the rate due in January by July 20th will be excluded from the 
next li&t of Parliamentary voters, and thus perhaps forfeit an opportunity of 
helping towards the consummation so devoutly to be wished. " A prudent 
man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on" unheed
ingly, and" suffer for it," or" are mulcted" (Prov. xxii. 3, R.V.). 

It is, however, urged that serious as is this step, and hazardous as it may 
prove, passive resistance is required by the exigencies of the case. This plea 
is often based on 

HISTORICAL PARALLELS, 

It is assumed that there may be so perfect a correspondence betwe~n the 
cause anrl. the circumstances of two remote events as to render a hne of 
couduct which was right in the first instance, morally obligatory in the second. 
The assumption is, however, delusive. There neither are nor can be exact 
historical parallels. The records of the past set no imperative precedents 
for present action. Principles are unchanging, but variations of occasion, 
environment and urgency, alter cases. Due consideration to this will expose 
the futility of much plausible platform utteranf'e. 

Many anticipate great results from the 
MAGNIFICENT HEROISM AND SPLENDID AUDACITY 

which this course will display. The entire nation will, they believe, be roused 
to sympathy with the sufferers, and rise as one man against such flagra~t 
injustice. The feeling evoked by the trial of the Seven Bishops in 1688 Wlli 
be as nothing to the enthusiastic sympathy which will be shown to modern 

• For instance, the authorities both in Bristol and Bath are acting with 
gree.t considera.tion,-and accepting from Ratepayers sums on account, less the 
portion of the rates esti.m&ted for Education. 
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NonconformiRts, and the promoters of the Bill will he forcer! by very Rhnme 
to move for its repeal. They must, however, he sanguine who think this. 
Some demonstration will doubtless at first he made in large towas whea the 
cases of prominent men are to the front; but the heart of England iR 
deplorably apathetic in matters of religion, and most obtuse in its appreciation 
of the moral quality of actions. Caution will override conscience. Suspicion 
as to motives will be rife. Fidelity to God will be regarded as assertive 
sectarianism; contention for what is essentially important, as litigious striving 
for trifles, bravery as braggadocio, and the refusal to pay a lawful demawl 
a grnsp at notoriety. In a word, the consensus of the people in the cause of 
righteousness and truth is a mere chimem. It is folly to rely on their sanction 
and support-" to trust in man and make flesh one's arm." 

If what is stated on pages 179 and 180 is true and Scriptural, the insuperable 
objection to this mode of procedure, with all law-abiding and God-fee.ring 
men, will be that it is unconstitutional and contrary to the teachings of the 
Bible and the precepts of Christ. Our legislators have not exceeded their 
legitimate authority, nor will public functionaries theirs in pursuing matters 
to extremities, however harsh these may seem. 

It may be urged that the members of our present Parliament were 
reinstated, in a fit of romantic generosity, to afford them an opportunity to 
bring to an honourable termination the war for which they were responsible
not to pcise as the patrons of publicans or the puppets of prelates. Granted, 
but its election was nevertheless the expression of the will of the people w horn 
it still technically and theoretically represents. Opposition to its euactments 
would not therefore simply indicate disapprobation of these men and their 
measures, but would cast discredit and contempt on the system of democratic 
government, which is the glory of our land. The situation is indeed peculiar 
and anomalous, of which fa.et unfair use has been made. The disingenuous
ness of ·others is, however, no warrant for our departure from principle: 
"Right is right, for God is God," and the right is always the direct way to 
what good and consistent men desire. 
_ L!i.stly, we are a.II agreed to pray anrl hope for better days, when the 
education provided by the State for the children of the people will be wholly 
free from sectarian bias. Supposing this to have become the case, the attitude 
and action of e11rnest Churchmen might then con·espond with our own in the 
present crisis ; and if we refuse to support the schools of to-day, they, with 
equal devotion to conscience, might refuse their pecuniary support to the 
schools of the future. It is dangerous to establish precedents which may be 
turned against the principles of those who originate them. In 16-!0 dominant 
Presbyterianism deposed several clergymen from their livings and enacted 
that Episcopalianism should no longer be the religion of the State. Times 
changed. The oppressed Episcopalia.ns a.gain became abcendant, and in 1662 
they ejected two thousand clergymen of Presbyterian proclivitie~ from their 
Churches, to suffer untold hardships.* True, this was unjust, but it was the 
harvest of the whirlwind following the sowing of the wind (Hos viii. 7)
the operation of the Master's great principle that " with what judgment 
ye judge, ye shall be judged : and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again." Retributive iustice operates in many ways, and 
"passive resistance" to-day may be the pre<;ursor and cause of strange 
events in days to come. 

The writer holds no brief for either mode of procedure, and has sought to 
advance what may he said in favour of both with candour and impartiality. 
To the quotations from God's book only does he claim unquestioning defer
ence. Men may err. "The law and the testimouy" cannot mislead. 

• This C. H. Spurgeon was keen to peroeive in 1862, m!l.kmg it the ground of 
his refusal to take part in the great Bicentenary Celebration. " The matter," he 
said, "seemed to him to involve historical questions concerning which there 
must alway~ be difference of opinion, and to raise from the dead memories of 
past offences which it were well to bury in mutual oblivion." 
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•• This is the Judge that ends the strife, 
When wit and reason fail." 

May God's light end truth be sent out (Pea. xliii. 3) to guide us to the path 
"wherein we should walk." "The meek will He guide in judgment: the 
meek will He tea.cl, His way." 

Some that we love in the Lord may adopt one course, some the other. 
"Every one" should "be firmly persuaded 111 his own mind," and a.II a.like 
be credited with purity of motive and treated with earnest brotherly love. 

OUR COUNTRY PASTORS, 

To the welf,ne of these our attention ha.s long been directed, and we would 
bespeak for them prayerful and practical sympathy at the present time. We 
ask no m11.n, no body of men, to promise that they shall be indemnified against 
loss if constrained to take a perilous path. This were, even if legal, to deprive 
their testimony of its morel dignity and beauty, for "every man" in this 
matter" must bear his own burden." We, however, crave for them all per
missible and possible help, for they need the assurance that they have <ilear
headed, warm-hearted, and reliable friends who will stand by them. Are they 
depressed ? A letter may be a means of grace. Are they in dilemma. ? 
Let them not blunder for lack of _connsel. Are they desirous of knowing 
the law on an important point at issue? Some Christian solicitor might 
give them an opinion and debit the Master with his charge. Are ~hey 
lonely and sad ? Let the ministry of "hospitality be used without 
grudging" (1 Pet. iv. 9). Is the exchequer low, their cupboard bare, the 
cellar empty ? Then they shall help us to obtain the benediction of Pea. xii. 1, 
"Blel!lsed is he that considereth the poor." 

UNITED AC'I'ION IMPRACTICABLE, 

The writer is fa.r from pleading for concerted or organised action. With 
Ministers and members of other Sections of the Church mar.y of us could not 
unite for this pUTpose. Our views on thi, fundamental truths of the Gospel 
differ so widely from those that are current among popular religionists ; that 
our unquestioning deference to the letter and the spirit of the Bible wbuld 
render association profitless and unanimity impossible. "Say ye not 'e. con
federacy,' to e.11 them to whom this people she.II say 'e. confederacy_;' 
neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the LORD of Hosts Himself ; 
and let Him be your fear, and Jet Him be your dread." 

Nor do we conceive that the public co-operation of our own brethren
even if permissible and prudent-would effect much good. The diversity of 
opinion, which we m"y be sure exists, would impede concurrency of 
operation. We shall do more good as godly unite than if we vainly aim at 
a sentimental unity in this matter. 

THE EVIL OF VACILLATION. 

We dread nothing so much as that our brethren should be she.ken .and 
dismayed by stress of circumstances and revoke the purP.ose to which they 
have pledged their word to adhere. Trimming and vacillation are fa~al to 
reputation. Who will trust a man who has failed to carry out a published 
resolution ? In social as in spiritual matters "he that endureth to the en_d 
sha.11 be se.ved," but he who chalks up a principle and then runs a.way, 1s 
despised by e.11. Br-,thers, "count the cost,'' "do nothing rashly." Mature 
your programme before you a.nnounce it. Then let all concerned know whe.~, 
with God's good help, your course will be, and why you adopt it. Pursue it 
with undiverted ere and nnflin:ching heert, "for the Lord will go before you: 
e.od the God of Israel will be your rerewe.rd" (Isa. Iii. 12). • 

" Let craven BJlirite linger, a.t smile, or be,;,k, or nod, . 
We will regard the finger of our heavenward-urging God." 
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THE PULPIT, ·rHE PRESd, AND THE PEN". 

Soul-saving Faith and. Repen/a'l(Je. By 
G. Hazleri~g. Lonclon: F. Kirby, 
17, Bouv~rie Street, E.O. 

EVl!IUY reader or O11rlyle0e "Letters and 
Speeches of Oliver Cromwell" will re
c111l the Bir Arthur Huelrig whose 
n,.me ag11in and ag11in appears in these 
f11scin!l.ting pages , and the fact I h~t e. 
descendant of this brave and g,1od man 
bag long be.en enlisted in the H1Jly War 
for Go:!'• eternal trut,h is fraug-ht with 
interee~. Moreover, to find a Christian 
gentleman of evident pa-ta and culture, 
oontending not only for evangelical doc
trines as generally received, bot for the 
unpopular view that the sovereign 
oper.atin·1s of the Holy Ghost' in the 
hearts of chose11- and redeemed sinners 
are essential to the existence 11nd acts of 
true faith, is a ca,ne for abounding 
gratitude to God-. The author's defini
tions are plain, bis distinotions clear, hie 
d iductione loiical-while aptly-chosen 
selections from the Bible substantiate 
every statement and command the 
defere:ice of a 11 holy hearts. The bo'lk 
1e controversial-as in thii day of error 
almost all religious te11,ching must nn
happfly fo,-but its dogmatic instruction 
is conveyed in so experimental and 
e11vonry a manner that a spi.-itually
lllinded reader's soul will be nourished 
whilA his mind is edifie::I. Would thllt 
a copy might 6nd its w11yto everv godly 
andearnest man wholsentangled in the 
meshes of the hateful errors of the duty
faith syl!tem ! 
The A B C London and Suburban 

Church and Chapel Dire1Jtory for 
1903. London: R. Banks and Son, 
Racquet Court, E.C. Prioe 2d. 

HEBE in the compass of forty-eight 
closely hnt clearly printed pages is given 
all requisite information cono~rning 
places of worship in and around the 
metropoli~, with the names and addresses 
of their ministers. Even tbe Sooiety of 
Friend,, the Plymouth Brethren, the 
Salvation Army, and the Swedenborgi11ns, 
are included. Thomas Bradbury and 
William Sinden, true Independents as 
tney indisputably are, ho.-·ever, find no 
place. Next year the omission should 
be rectifi~d. 
Romish Indulgences of To-day; or, Is 

Tetzel Dead? By "Fulano," M.A. 
Mar.3hall Brothers, 10, Paternoster 
RJw, EC. Price I!~. 

Ws can 0011ceive no more terrible ex
pre1sion of the wr ,th of God in this 
world than the infliction of judioial 

blindneas upon those to whom He 
designs· never t > show covenant me.-oy. 
To l,e gi v,n np to a reprobute mi>:1-i, to 
lls suffered to believe a lie, Rnd to live 
and die un ler horrible and foul rfolua'on, 
ie so inexpressibly awful that all that 
1ne spiritually-minded shudder at tbe 
01nsideration of so hopele•• a doom. 
Yet it is obviously the puniabme!lt with 
whioh God is vieitin~ tboua11nda of our 
fellow-creatures in the pusent day, as 
this 11ffecting volume testifiea. 

All who have read I he !He of Martin 
Luther remember the infamous John 
T<0tzel, wh'l, with tb.e authority oj Popo 
L~o X , sold Indalgences to such as 
would buy them, thus arouaing the indig
nation of the great R,former and lea·
ing to h;s posting up his 95 Theses on 
the door of a church at Wittenberg,. 
Th11t God can be bribed by money to 
remit either the guilt, or tb" temporal 
or the etern11l penalty of human oio, i1 
an idea so monetroas lo ordinary per
sons, that we have tbnught of it as one 
which could be entertained in days of 
extreme darkness and superstition only, 
ancl which modern erfucdt·on mast lono
have .banished from the serious attenti0; 
of me.1 of ordin11rily instructed mindo. 
Su~h gross credulftt could, we have 
imagined, never co-exist with tbe 
enlightenme,1t and cn'ture which a,e 
now nnivorsal in civilised countries. 
The object of this book is to eoand an 
alarm to the hearts of all who have thus 
thought, and to prove in inconteetab'e 
ways that what Rome taught in 1517 is 
still a vital article of the fa.th of the 
Apostate Church. Purgatory to her un
happy votaries ii to-day as terrible a 
reality as of old, and her priests still 
profess for pecuniary oonsiderations to 
accelerate the pardon of sine and release 
the souls that are being tortured in its 
cleansing fires from further agony, and 
thus ensure tbeir immediate admission 
to heaven. 

The t'.tle of this book is infelicitous, 
and if the motto chosen, 'In !toe signo 
vinces,' is, as so111e say, the Latin , en
dering of th~ words, which, 11ccordiug 
to tradition, were heard by Constantine 
when be saw the vision of the Cross in 
the sky, strangely inappropriate to a 
work so thoroughly Protestant, Its 
matter is, hor.ever, admirable. In a 
series of vivid word-pictures we ar0 

ebown bow universal is the sale of 
Indulgences in the country of Spain, 
and how pertinaceously Rome urges 
them on her votaries in that priest-
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rid,len land. The chA.pt,ers pJs8°BI the 
int.erest or • rom•noe wit-h tl1c detaile'.l 
&~curncy of • P&rliRment,uy report. 
When we review the conti-naous A.ad 
nnwe..ried eflor-ts that are mRde to re
est~blish in our n&tive land the system 
of which the practice here exposer\ is 
an essential branch ; we feel our hearts 
re,pond to a petition in the LitR.ny oft-be 
firsL PrRyer-book of King EdwR.rd VI. 
(A.D. 1549). "From e.11 seiition Rnd 
privy con,piracy, from the tyr&nny of 
the Bishop of Rome R.nd all his detest
able enormities: GOOD LORD, DELIVER 
us. ' This volume bas, therefore, our 
warm commendation. 
The Conduct of Public Worship. By 

.l!,ev. J. G. Greenhough, M.A. London: 
'16, Gray's Inn Road, W.C. l'rice 6d. 

IN this brochure of sixty well-printed 
pages, the etteeme:i author cr,tic,ses the 
sanctuarv services of his own Section of 
the Baptist Denomination and offers 
practic 11 suggeations for their improve
ment. A trace of the "Sir Oracle" 
spirit is observable, but the ani m
ad versions and suggestions are, on the 
whole, so wise a.ad so f,aternally given, 
t.hat those to whom they are mainly 
a.ddres•ed must feel grateful for them. 
Our friend's sta.ndpoint,of conrse,differs 
from our own, and some of our number 
would hardly regard his counsels a.e 
worthy of attention. These might, how
ever, give them heed in many of our 
chapels with considerable a.d vantag~ to 
all concerned. 
What is Baptism~ J. C. Bellingham, 

Baro' Green, Kent.-The Type, the 
Antitype, and the Symbol. C. B. 
Chapman. Mackley & Co., Orford 
Rill, Norwich. 

TrME w"s when c\e,.r, concise, a.nd 
cogent leafl.ets on "B~lievers' Baptism" 
could be obtained a.ta nom in a.I price, at 
3, Bolt Court, Fleet Street ; and .all in 
search of such received the courteous 
and intelligent attention of G. W. 

Shepherd or W. K. Illoom, Lhe first two 
trRde m,mo.gers. Times o.re Bltered, and 
where ench publicl\tions c mid now be 
bought in London we know not. Some 
time since we called at the prel!ent 
depot of the Sooiety, once identi fled 
with W. Norton, John Stock, G. Pearson, 
E. J. Oliver, and others whom we knew, 
and on enquiring for Arnold on "Com
munion," Armitage on "Strict Com
munion," Oouling's "Baptist in Bunhill 
Fields," we were politely informed thnt 
these were "out of ~tock,'' and with 
others on aimilar lines. would probably 
never be re-printed. It seems therefore 
that popular and pungent tracta on the 
foiti11l ordinance of the Gospel must be 
published at the cost and risk of their 
authors. Such, brethren, assuredly dA
aerve our encouragement. Two book
lets are before us. " What is Baptism 7 " 
is admirable. It is free from techni
calities; earnest in its appeals, e.nd 
caudid and kindly in its spirit, Tbe 
referenoe to the "tb ree that bear wit
ness-the Spirit, the water, and the 
blood" (l John v. 8), is ingenious; 
and-if the writer'• exposition of this 
difficult puaage can be substantiated
exceedingly telling. Tbia friend is 
'!P,Plly unknown tons, but his produc
tion pre-ages much useful a.nd accept
able work incoming days. "Tbe_Type, 
the Antitype, and the Symbol," is by 
our dear old friend, C. B. Chapman, 
once of Barne■ ; who for many years 
seemed as e!lllential to the staff of the 
Furnival Street Mission House, a.s St, 
Palul's or the Monument to London. 
It is an exposition of 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21, 
under the three terms of its title, and 
ably enforces that Baptism is no un
meaning ceremony, but a BPIBITUAL 
OBJECT LESSON, instructive not only to 
the Believers who are immersed, but to 
every on-loJker, and should therefo_re be 
maintained, with all deference to the 
authority of the g-reat Master. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

BT.1:tlCT BAPTIST MISSION, 
THE he.If-yearly meetinl!'s of the above 
were held on Tuesday, Me.y 5th, 1903, at 
Shonldham-street Chapel. Pastor B. J. 
Northfield (March) preached a good 
Gospel sermon in the afternoon. Hi~ 
text was Mark xvi. 20, "Aud they went 
forth and pree.ched everywhere, the 
Lord 'working- with them, and confirm
ing the word with signs following." 
(I) The first missionaries. (2) Their 
sphere of service a.ud labour. (3) 

The Saviour's gracious presence and 
blessiDI? with them. 

The President (pastor R, E. Sears) 
took the chair in the evening, supported 
by several well - known brethren. 
Brother Brett offered prayer. The 
chairman's opening remarks '\'!ere based 
upon the words-Thankfulness, Hope· 
tnlness, and Coofi.dence. 

Reference was made to the absence of 
our beloved brother Abbott, who has 
removed into the country. Brother 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

Dooth bad been Hpared to ua, and hiR 
earnest deaire was for further helpers in 
the field. , 

Brother Millwood (h,te oorresponding 
aeoretary) preaented, few faote reJ,.ting 
to the present poatt1on of the Mission. 
It waa enoouraging,· be eaid, to reoeive 
80 many .,mall , contributione. The 
Britiab and Foreign Bible Sooiety'd 
Grants were increasing. The notives 
were beginning to p11,y towarda the 
tuition of their children, and although 
it was very small, it was significl\nt. 
Oar brother also mentioned t!iat the 
annual Ohriatmas box would again be 
despatched, and that particulars con• 
cerning, it would appear fn the July 
Herald,' Our , Mialjioqary .. (brother 
Booth) had , recently -bf!,ptized two 
disciples at V'epery. Brother l\lillwood 
alao remarked that th!l little one of 
our Missionary had taken fever but 
was better. 

P.\ator W. F. W11oller exprea~ed hi, 
belier th&t the Mission h11od profited 
by the reoent eimulta,neou, pr11oy0r• 
meetings. Three points our brother
enforoed :-(1) Nece,sity-thecl&ima of 
the he11othen. (2) Remedy-itd11odminie• 
tr&tio_n. (~) The effect. 

Pastor Chisnall expressed . his deep 
regret .that there waa le,oking in our 
Onuroheil to-day that earnest Missionary 
spirit. 'His portion for a text was Acts 
xx, 28, "Feed the Church of Gori, which 
];[e liath purchased with HiB" own 
blood," , . 

Brother W, S. Baker said it was im
portant to ·remember when di~oussiog 
Missionary work·that conversion was a 
miracle. How are we to become, in 
God's hand, miraole worker-e?- By 
working together. Iii the building of 
that school for the propheta in the days 
of Elisha each prophet carried a beam. 
Brother .Booth was carrying the greatest 
beam fo regard to our work in India. 
E11och should carry bis beam. God does 
not expect us to do more than He gives 
us power to do. • Our brother's last 
sentence was: "One man-one beam." 

Brother J. Cattell (Beasells Green) 
pointed out the-advisability for native 
aitents to preach the Gospel with 
English ll'lissiona~ies at their head. 
Missionary work, he said, waB" the 
noblest: service in which a man or 
womai:d!ould be engaged. This work 
baa the 1irmest ground for our !)onfi
denoe. 

Pastor S. T. Belcher (o•ir 1;1ew corres
ponding secretary) directed ua to Aota 
xvi. 9, "Come over into Macedonia and 
help us." A man to be a Missionary 
must be sent by the direot sovereignty 
of God. We have been praying for 
othere to be sent forth, and our prayers 
are being answered. 

Pastor B. J. Northfield said we have 
full warrant for this mission. We have 
our marching orders. There is needed 
no apology for its existence. It needs 
men, money, and sympathy. Thank 
God, men are forthcoming in answer to 
prayer. Praotioal and prayerful sym
pathy is necessary. H the Churohesare 
blessed with a spirit of prayer it is a 
sure precursor of ooming blessing. 

The Minute Secret .. ry moved thot 11, 
he&rty vote of thanks be given to the 
friends at Shonldh&m-street for th& 
loa.n of their ch&pel and the provision· 
of 11,n excell1m t tea, 11ot the ea.me time 
reminding the friends or the speci&l 
gener11ol prayer-meeting to be held 11ot; 
Soho Ch11opel on M&y 22r1d. 

Brother Arch. Booth seconded, and 
hoped th&t a system&tic order ot 
Missionary prayer-meetings would be 
held in the Church. 

The President conclnded the meeting 
with prayer. P. J. C. 

CROYDON ( SALEM, WINDMILL· 
ROAD ),-The pastor'd fourth 11,nniver
s&ry was calebrated . on April 28th, 
Pastor J. J 11orvis pre11oched in the 11,fter
noon from Song of Solomon ii. H, the 
sermon being much enjoyed. In the 
evening Mr. F. J. c~tchpole presirled. 
Arter singing and reading, and prayar 
by brother S11ovell, the ch11oirman m ,de 
some telling remarks upon the words: 
"All we like sheep have gone astray." 
P11ostor r. N. Hughes reviewed the p&Bt 
twelve months' labours; afcer which 11, 

profitable address upon the publican's 
prayer was given . by Mr. Jarvis. 
Brother C. Cornwell followed, speaking 
from the words: " Who h&th believed 
our report 1" and was much enjoyed. 
Brother Beecher was then helped to 
speak upon "Who ga.ve Himself for 
ns." A vote of thanks to the chairman, 
and the singing of "All ha.il the power 
of Jesn'd name," brought a h&ppy 
meeting to a clo~e. Unto the Lord be 
all the praise. Collecticns for the 
pastor amounted to £8 17s. 8d.-T. 
ALLCORN, 

NOTTING HILL GA. TE (BETHESDA). 
-The twenty-ninth anniversary of the 
Sabllath·3chool wa.s celebrated on ll'farcb 
15th and 19th. Mr. M&rtin, of New 
Cross, preached morning and evening on 
the Sunday to good ·eongreg-ations, and 
was much appreciated. Services were 
continued on the followi_ng Thursday, 
when nearly 150 ~oholars, pa.rents, and 
friends sat down to tea, after which 
there was a public meeting, with pastor 
R. E. Sears in . the chair. Addresses 
were given by the oha.irmon, and 
brethren Ackland and H. T. Thistleton 
(supt.). Recitations by the schol&rs 
were greatly enjoyed, and a good report 
was read by the secretary. We feel God 
is blessing us as four from the sohool are 
desirous or joining the Church; a.nd we 
have now 100 children attending the 
school, an increase of 2! during the yea.r. 
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Jntere,t in our mi,aionuy •ooietieR hH 
&l•o incre&a"1d. &nd we were en&bled to 
,rive & p&roel of ueefnl R.ttiolee to e&oh 
•ociety, &nd contribnte & good sum &e 
wel I. Collectione during the aervioee 
&mount.cl to :£4 R~. for which we th&nk 
&II the friencls.-T. CRAMPIN. Ser. 

BOW (MOUNT ZION).-Annivereary 
servioes in oonneotion with the form&
tion of the Church were held on Lord'e
d&y, April 12th &nd the following 
Tnel'd&y. On Snnd&y the p&@tor 
preached morning a.nd eveninjl. On 
Tnescla.y Mr. Fa.anoh presided. He rea.d 
P@a. !xiii., a.nd ma.de some experiment&! 
rem .. rks thereon, a.fter which brother 
Borha.m enga.ged in prayer. Brother 
Dale spoke from "Let the inha.bit&nte of 
the rock sing." Brother G. Smith from 
•• I will •peak of the glorious honour or 
Thy majesty,'' a.nd brother Fount&in on 
'' Wa.lking by fa.ith." Brother Ha.rdy 
( dea.oon l referred to blessings received 
uncl!>r the Word prea.obed. a.nd brother 
Barkett (dea.oon) to the unity of the 
Church, though low through remova.ls 
in Providence. The meeting wa.e 
spiritua.l. a.nd we pra.ise God for Hie 
goodness.--W. H. LEE. 

SHOULDHAM STREET !BRYA.NSTON 
SQUARE).-We were fa.voared to oom
memora.te the 27th anniver,a.ry of the 
Church on April 26th a.nd 28th. Two 
sermons were preaohed by our pastor, 
Mr. W. F. Wa.ller, on Lord'e-da.y, April 
26th. when there wa.e & good a.ttendance. 
On the following Tuesday a.fternoon, at 
3.30, & sermon was preached by pastor E. 
Mitchell. After part&king of tea the 
public meeting was held. pre!lided oyer 
by Mr. J_ Piggott, L.C.C. Brother 
Hawe• eonght the Divine blessing. Tbe 
following ministeria.l brethren a.d
dressed the meeting :-J. Cla.rk, J. R. 
Debn&m, S. Hutchinson, G. Sa.vage, and 
our pMtor. We felt the addresses to be 
good and eonl-inspiring, encouraging ns 
to still prellll forward, thanking our Lord 
for past mercies, and hoping and praying 
for a j?'re&ter outpouring of the gr&cious 
Spirit's powPr in our midst. We desire 
to j!'ive our TriUile God all the praise.
E. LUCAS. 

PECKHAM (ZION, HEATON-ROA.D).
The 24th anniversary of the Sunday
school W&B held on Lord's-day, April 26, 
when Mr. T. Jones prea.ched. In spite 
of the inclemency of the weather, many 
favoured this "Hill of Zion" with their 
preoence. In the morning our brother 
preached from Pea. ciii. 13: "Like &B 11, 

Father pitieth His children. ao the Lord 
pitieth them that fear Him ; " and in 
the evening from 2 Cor. ix. 8: "And onr 
God is ahle to ma.ke all things abound." 
The Word wa.s heard with much joy and 
gladneee, the Spirit of love and power 
bearing Hie sweet and heavenly testi-

mony, by 011uslng the dews or Hie gr11ce 
to h.i blessedly felt, and by lee.din 
"the living family" into the p&eturee 0~ 
eoul-enriohing truth. M11ny were he&rd 
to say, "Truly the Lord is in thle pl&oe J 
It is good to be here." In the a.rternoon 
& •peoial children's service wa.e &loo 
held. when Mr. E. Rumsey &bd E. O. 
C111rk Ppoke encouragingly &nd help
fully to teacher• a.nd the taught. On 
the succeeding Tuesday, the 28th, & tea 
and public meeting wa.s held, when 
eohol&rs, parents, &nd friends-&bout 
150-Bat down to tea. At the evening 
meeting the oh&ir was taken by Mr 
Faunch. supported br_ brethren White' 
Roel", and T. Jones. The oha.irm&n re&d 
Prov. iv., and after making & few 
remarks, a.nd pra.yer ~y brother Brain, 
oalll"d upon the Snpermtendent to rea,1 
the report. This revealed a measure of 
progres•, mnoh to be thankful for in 
spite of difficulties, and the fact that 
this i•, alas I like ma.ny, a pastorless 
Church. Special &ttention w&s called in 
it to the first Bible-ol&ss tea &nd 
l!'&thering to be held on Thursday, June 
18th, at which old scholar•, eto., &re 
epeoia.lly invited. Brother White fol
lowed with an enconrairing and earnest 
address founded on Pa.ul'e words to 
Timothy : '· From & child thou hast 
known the Scriptures." Brother Rose, 
in a. ha.ppy vein, then spoke to the 
children on'' Looking-gl&sses," and g&VA 
some pleaBant lessons therefrom. 
Brother Jenee brought the services to & 
close by 11, thODl!'htfnl addreeP, vindioe.t• 
in11r, in the spirit of loveb the "Infinite 
value of & child," and ringing- their 
l!'l'e&t needs once more to our remem
branoe.-J. KNIGHT. 

THE SOCrEl'Y FOR THE RELIEF 
OF NECESSI rous PROTESTANT 

MINISTERS, THEIR WIDOWS 
AND ORPHANS. 

RELIGIOUS Denomin&tions e.s a role, 
manifest kindly solioitude for the 
welfare of their accredited ministers 
when superannuated or laid aside, nor 
are their widoweand orphans forgotten. 
There are, however, many to whom the 
advantages of no snob Institutions 
extend, occasional pre&chere, or those 
whose spheres are sma.11, and whose 
hearers are mainly composed or "the 
poor of this world." These are largely 
to be met with among those whose 
doctrinal views and spiritu&l sympa.thies 
are dear to the readers of this Magazine. 
To these and their loved ones1 this 
Society extends its free and fnendly 
hand. It is quite undenominational. 
The reoipients of its benefactions may 
be Independents, B&ptiats, or Clergy
men of the Establiiihed Church, if their 
mora.1 character is beyond suspioion, 
and their testimony known to be olee.r 
and full to the sovereignty of ea.I ve.tion 
by the fillished work of Christ, To euoh 
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when In need or distress, earns not 
exoeedlng £5 are promptly vc>ted. 

The thirty-first anniver•e.ry \V&A com
memorated on Tharsde.y, Msy 7th, in 
Regent-street (new) ohapel, Seven 
Sister'e-road, London, when arter a tell
in,r e.nd trntblul eermon by Itev. Cecil 
Lovelr, B.A., of Bexley, e.nd e. plee.~e.nt 
re-union e.t the tee. ta.hie in the oharoh 
pe.rlour, e. pnblio meeting was held, at 
whioh W. J. Martin, Esq., e.n ee.rly 
and e.ttached friend of the Society, 
presid,d, e.nd epitomieed its forme.tion 
and subsequent 'history. The report 
presented by Mr. J. T. Do,rgett, the 
honoured and honorary secretary, pre
sented a plee.eing record or quiet and 
useful benevolence, which concluded 
with extre.ots from grateful letters from 
those to whom gre.nta of money he.d 
been made. Speeohes of the uaue.l 
che.raoter were made by W. J eyes Sty lee, 
ltev. P. E Phelps, M.A., T. Ce.rr, and 
G. Se.ve.ge, EEq., the we.rm-hearted 
address of W. Sinden, the minister 
of this ideal sa.nctuary, and one of the 
Trustees, crowning e. spiritual and 
happy meeting; 

As the names of those whom the 
Society helps a.re not published, it is 
impossible to recount our indebtedness 
a.a e. section of the Churnh to the 
generous coneidere.tion of the Com
mittee for our own brethren or their 
widows. It• me.y, • however, be safely 
e.verred the.t ·some scores of pounds a.re 
thus e.nnually disposEd of, each bene
faction coming with the benediction of 
very tender hearts, and ''perfumed " as 
the le.te John Vaughan, of precious 
memory, once observed, "with the 
e.rome. of the Me.ster's own love."· 

SubEcriptions e.nd-donations will be 
l,!'re.tefully received by Mr. J. T. 
Doggett, 89, Arngaek-road, Ce.tford, S.E, 
who on e.pplioation will be pleased to 
forward the last report, collecting boxes 
for home use, e.nd e.11 pe.rtioulars. 

CLAPHAM • JUNCTION (PROVI• 
DENCE).- On May 10th and 12th, the 
31st anniverse.ry of the forme.tion of the 
Church we.s held. On the Sunday morn• 
ing our pe.stor, Mr. R. E. Sears, was 
ena.bled to preach from the word@, 
"Wherefore, we, receiving e. kingdom 
which ce.nnot be moved, let us have 
gre.oe whereby we may serve God 
e.ccepte.bly with reverence and godly 
fear." Mr. E. White, of Woolwich, 
occupied the pulpit on the Sunde.y 
evening. On Tuesday e.fternoon a goodly 
number of fritnds g_athered from 
various parts. . Mr. John Juli, of 
Cambridge, we.s the preacher, and spoke 
with gre11,t acoeptanoe on Christ's love 
to the Church. After tea, a public meet
ing was held, presided over by Mr. F. J. 
Catchpole. Our pastor made e. brief in
troductory speech, recording God's pre
serving oaro over the Cause during the 

paAt }enr. Since the laAt Church anni
versary, ten new member• h,.,! followed 
their Lord in baptiAm, anr\ fivA others 
had been received by tram fer. The work 
of the ve.rions inatitntionA was being 
actively ce.rried on. AddreARPR were 
then given by brethren We.Iler. Belcher. 
Fell•, Juli. and Dl\dowell. The speakers 
were much at liberty. and many 
expressions or spiritual profit from the 
various services were heard. Collections 
amounted to £12 5s. 4d.-F. W. KEVAN. 

STEVEN AGE.-The 46th a.nniverP~ry 
of this place was held on April fith, 
when Mr. E. Mitchell, or Chadwell
street, preached e.fternoon and evening. 
The e.fternoon'a disconr•e was baaed on 
Luke 11i11. 9. and many found it good to 
be there. In the interval between the 
service a public tea was held, at which 
about 60 friends eat down. In the even
ing oar brother was again helped to 
extol a precious Christ, his text being 
Ephea. ii. 4, 5. Congregations good, and 
collections above previous yea.re. May 
the Lord still continue to favour ns, is 
the pre.yer of-C. A. F. 

STRATFORD.-GURNEY ROAD. 
PASTOR'S NIJSTH ANNIVERSARY A:SD 

WELCOME HOME. 
LORD'S-DAY, April 19th, ·1903, will be e. 
red-letter day in the history of this 
Chnrch. when the people assembled 
with e. joyous heart to praise the Lord 
for Hi• goodness in restoring their 
pastor e.fter nearly five months' absence 
in affliction, and for His bountiful 
provision to them throughout the time. 
Loving brethren came forward with 
open heart to supply the vacant pulpit. 
and with a recognition of His hand the 
flock had clung together in the unity of 
the Spirit. 

The first to write and offer kind help 
to the pastor when ordend a.way in 
November, 1902, was onr esteemed friend 
and.brother, Mr. W. Jeyes Styles, and 
when the a.nniversary services were 
fixed, in prayerful hope that the pastor 
might be restored to J:,i~ people, this 
beloved brother was fitly choben to be 
the preacher on that day, who had so 
many times freely given his services to 
the flock. But ont1 feeling permeated 
the large gatheriDg at the close of the 
day-the choice was of the Lord-for it 
had been a day of blessing indeed. The 
hymns of praise were moat appropriately 
@elected, while the preacher's mes~ages 
will long liVP, we believe, and bear fruit. 
In the morning brother Styles was led 
to voice the heart-eonizs of both pe.stor 
e.nd flock in the text,'· Bless the Lord, 0 
my soul." Declaring the subject to be 
that of saintly benediction, he spoke of 
the object of praise e.nd the act of 
worship. On the first point was noticed 
the only object of blessing was Jehovah, 
clearly pointed out to be a Spirit, who 



I !l() THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

we.• ble••ed by Hi, se.int• for whe.t He 
is e.od whe.t He b"s done. We ble•s Him 
M "the living God.·· The.t which He 
he.• done i• often recorded in the Word 
in cl n•ter• c,f •evens-here it we.• Pi r, 
referring to the verses following P~e.lm 
ciii. 2-fi. God"e l!ifts were e.Jwe.n a 
benefit. A lege.cy of earthly wealth.may 
rum " oren.tnre. The bequests c,f J esue 
benefit all Hie disciple•. The a.et of 
worohip. •• Blee• the Lord. 0 my son)," 
we.s forcibly d ,·:elt on e.• an a.et of 
invoce.tion. adore.tioo, ooofession, peti
tion. th,mkagiving and benediction. 
Spiritue.l benediction proceeds from 
Divine beoeciiction: such is sore to 
come sooner or le.ter to all His se.int~. 

11ffliction, through brethren Mutlmer 
and Mitchell, who only knew by whom 
•nob p1a.ctical help has been shown. The 
Pastor said his stay at Bril{hton had 
been amonK the choicest of God's aalnt•, 
whose kindneaa he could never forget. To 
the den brethren who had ahown such 
love in supplyin~ the pulpit, especially 
naming our beloved brother W. Jeyei 
Sty lea, both pastor and people are dee11Iy 
indebted. This was e nphaRised by each 
of the deacons, brethren Faunoh, Iuoe, 
and Rider. who spoke from their heart 
their l{ratitnde to God for bearing prayer 
in a time or much anxiety, sharing the 
tbankfol spirit erp~essed by the pastor 
to the many friends at the baok of the 
dear bret-hren named, brethren Mutimer 
and Mitchell. The colleotions amounted 
to £12 16•. 7½d. whioh, less expenseP, 
waa banded to the pastor, who al@o 
acknowledged gifts from other friends 
who•e names were read, amounting to 
£9 15s. 0d. Truly oar God bears prayer, 
and our hearts are ma.de glad by His 
goodness. 

The evening service was a season of 
prophetic power prompting to prayer. 
The words l!iven as the message were 
from p.,._ ci i. 13. 14, "Thon she.It arise 
and he.ve mercy upon Zion, for the time 
t-o f,.vo1ir her, yea, the .et time is come. 
For Thy servant, take plea.sore in her 
stones, e.nd favour the dost thereof." 
The evidences of Divine favour resting 
upon the Chnrch of Christ, with the 
season and source of the blessinl!, was STEPNEY. 
powerfully dwelt on. The evidences MEMORABLE services were held at 
were emi,hBBized as spirituality of its Rehoboth Chapel in oommemora.tion Gf 
member•, earne•t contention for the the sixtieth a.nni verea.ry of the Sa.bba.th
faith. firm adherenoe to the troth, school on Easter Sonday and Monday, 
brotherly love, consideration of local The pastor, Mr. J. Parnell, preached on 
environment, and the testimony of Lord's-day morning from "Death is 
sinners saved by grace led of God to swallowed op in victory," considered 
seek Cbmti1111 oommn.nion. A sacred thus: 1st. Victory is the act of Christ; 
half~hour of w1ited prayer closed the 2nd. The privilege of the Cbnroh; 3rd. 
services of this never-to-be.forgotten The song of the redeemed. The eveninl! 
day at Gurney-road. discourse was upon Isa. lix. 20 and 21, 

The services were oontinued on the being dealt upon in the following 
following Tuesday. order: 1st. The Person of Christ; 2nd. 

Brotber Mitchell was blessedly helped The reformation or individuals; 3rd. 
in the afternoon. from the worde. "He The affirmation of Jehovah; 4th. The 
shall dwell on high"' &c. (Isa. xxxiii. 16, declaration of purpose ; 5th. The oom• 
l 7J. Tbe congr .. gation was good, and bination of endowment; 6th. The nu
the testimony evidently beard with extinguishal,le order of things. We 
delight. from the expressions of the spent a very happy and profitable 
people afterwards. It was a time of afternoon with the schola.re, whom our 
power. The sitna.tion. the secnrity. the pa•tor addressed from Hos. x. (c!auee 
snpplie•. and finally the sight of the of 12th verse), "It is time to seek the 
Kmg in His beauty was the nreacber'e Lord." 
theme. and became the people't1 song. Mr. E. Mitchell, we were pleased to 

A goodly number sat down to tea- see, occupied his accustomed place in 
more than ever seen at such a meeting onr pnlpit on Easter Monday afternoon. 
before. The scholars with rapt attention fol-

Brother Mitchell ably presided at the lowed bis very interesting and instrnc
eveninl! meeting. The pastor read the tive disconree from those ever-precious 
Scripture,, and Mr. E. Fromow sought worde, "Bot Jesus said, Soffer little 
the Lord's blessing. children, and forbid them not-, to oome 

Gospel addressei \\ ith many kind unto Me: for of snch is the kingdom of 
expressions for the pastor, and a warm bsaven.' At the conolu•ion of the 
welcome home again. were delivered by service the scholars and friends partook 
brethren Mutimer, Henson, R'lsP. aad of tea, an.d re-assembled at the evening 
Wbite. service. at which Mr. W. Harris pre-

The Chairman'• address was Rn sided. • Our brother read Psalm cxxvi, 
excellent kty not-; for the meeting, and and Mr. Si_lvester offered prayer. The 
a dt:ep-toned spiritual service was held. report, which was read by the snper-

1'be Pastor reviewed briefly the good- intendent (Mr. Hayter Scrivener), stated 
ne•• of God in Hi, restoring mercy, that there were 155 scholars on the 
spoke with much feeling on the kind- I books, makin1r an average afternoon 
ness of friends far and near in his attendance of 104,with a staff of 10 teach· 
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erP, reglsterlnir I\D e.vero.ge afternoon , M,rny e. soul be.a been quiokened into 
a.ttend,rnce of 9½ for the yee.r. Mr. I newneae or lire under the pree.ohinir of 
E. Mitobell sr.oke from "Let ue not be the Word. A debt or £20 he.a been 
wee.ry in wel -doing: for in due see.son oleued off. Thus far we ce.n •a.y, "The 
we she.II ree.p, if we re.int not." He Lord of Host• i~ with u•, and the God of 
remarked: The text had rererenoe to Jaooo is oor retoge." We pre.y the.t thia 
the sopport of the minidtry or Jesos he.ppy union with pe.etor, dee.cone. rrnd 
Obrist. Some or the people or Gale.tie. members of the Church may continue, 
liked e. ohe:ip Gospel; the a.poet le urged e.nd brighter e.nd hapµier day.• may Jet 
upon them that, e.e the Lord bleeeed be ours at Ehenezer. To God be all the 
them, they were not to forget to con- pre.ise.-A. M. (Secrete.ry). 
tribote to the support of the Goepel. 
Sunde.y-eobool tee.ching is well-doin!f, 
If our teaching is to be well-doing, 1t 
must be Bible tee.ohing, Scripture.I 
tee.ohing. 

Mr. T. Jones addressed ue fcom "For 
He te.ught them e.• one he.vinir e.utbority, 
and not o.a the Soribee." He spoke or 
the e.utbority, the ire.cioosness, the 
severity, e.nd the maJeaty of our Lord's 
tee.ching, • • 

Mr. J, Cle.rk discoursed on "Te.ke 
heed" (1 Tim. iv. 16), illuetre.ting his 
reme.rke from train signe.la. The light
hooee light ee.y•, Proceed very ea.a
t ioosly ; yon a.re "ery nee.r the rocks. 
We we.nt yon, dee.r boys e.nd girle,.to 
take heed to your eyeP, take heed to 
yoor tongue, te.ke heed to yoor hands, 
take heed to yoor feet, take heed to 
your temper, take heed to your he.bita, 
yoor compe.ny,. to little th,ng•, and to 
those me.ttera that have to do with your 
immortal eool. 

Mr. F. 0. Holden spoke "Bat it ie 
good to be zee.louel y affected al we.ye in 
11 good thing." He remarked: Tee.ch
iog children the letter of the Word 
muat be II good thing. Beware of inno
vations; keep to the good old ways. 

Mr. H. F. Noyes eaid: I offered my 
first prayer and ge.ve my first address in 
a Sunday-school. Be ree.l in your teach
ing, yon may as well, and better not be 
a. teacher than not be real. 

Our pastor remarked: The Word of 
the living God is the book in the pulpit 
and in the school. 

The scholars very creditably sang the 
hymns which were composed for the 
occa.~ion by the saperintendent. 

H. S. 

GLEMSFORD (EBENEZEB). - The 
third anniverse.ry of Mr. J. Everett's 
pastorate was commemorated on March 
8th and 9th. Special services on Sunday, 
the 8th, when three sermons were 
preached by pastor A. Merling, of 
Cottenham. On the following Monday 
a. Eermon was preached i:n the evening 
by Mr. Morling to a good congregatioP, 
the preacher being led to speak from 
several portions of God's Word, wbioh 
were very enooaraging, edifying, and 
profitable. The collections for the 
Pastor amounted to £5. We have great 
C!\U@e to thank God nod take oourage 
for the many blessings bestowed upon 
ua, both spiritually and financially. 

Sl'. NEOTS.-Sunday-•chool e.nniver
se.ry were held on Sanday and Toe@da.y, 
April 26 e.nd 28. On 8onday the special 
preachn wa.a pastor R. Matimer, of Old 
Hrentford, who preach·ed to excellent 
oongrega.tion@. On Toesda.y the chil
dren partook of a free tea at 4 o'clock, 
which we.a fullowe1 by a public tea a.t 
5.15, to which a good nnmber sat down. 
This was followed by a splendidly 
attended public meetmg, when the 
Annaal Report was rea.d, and capital 
a.ddres8es were given by pastors Thros
sell (of Ramsey), Peters (of Wl:ittle
aea.). and Bnrge3a (of Clifton), pastor 
J. Hazelton presiding. Special hymns 
were sung by the children at all of the 
eerviceP, and the collections were very 
plea.sing, being 10~. more than those of 
last year. 

PE~TONVILLE (How ..!.RD lNBTI· 
TUTE. CYNTHIA-STREET).-On Friday, 
M!!.y 8th, a. lecture (illustrated by over 
fifty limelight picture•, entitled ·' The 
Tinker of Bedford, and the Book tha.t 
He Wrote") waa given by Mr. D. Catt, 
of the Ua.lvinistic Protestant Union, in 
the above-named Institute, kindly lent 
by Mr. H. S. N'lnn. The proceeding" 
opened at 8 p.m. with praise and 
prayer, after which Mr. c.,,tt delivered 
hi3 instrncti ve lecture. Alluding to 
Bnnya.11'd imprisonment. he said: 
Perhaps people were not sent to 
prison to-day for preaching-, bat be 
thought that was open to q•1estion. It 
was still fresh in onr memories bow that 
a few months ago Mr. Kensit and hia 
@on bad suffered for their opinions, and 
be (the lecturer) reminded his beareu 
that snch times might come again. The 
oongrega.tion consisted principally of 
working girl•. who assemble several 
times during the week at the Howard 
Institute, where they a.re most heartily 
welcomed by the lady snperiatendeat 
(Miss Peare~) or by Mr. H. S. Nunn. 
Tbia good work is quite unsectaria.n. 
and deserving of the Christian sym
pathy of all denominations.-Yours in 
the Lord's service - "A LOVER OF 
MOUNT ZION," 

TBAME.-On Sunday, May 10th, the 
ohapel anniver,ary was held. 1.he 
pastor, W. Chambers, wasa.ble to occupy 
the pulpit, and preached to good con
gregations. In the morning, from Isa.. 
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Ix. 1, •ubject: "The g-lory of the Lord."' 
In the eveninir. aubJect: "The ory o1 
the Church,. (P•"· cxviii. 25). On the 
followin(Z" Thured11,y, our brother R. E. 
:-.e"ra preached -to good congreg&tions, 
both 11,fternoon 11,nd eveni~. Te& w11,s 
provided &t f> o'olock, to which m&ny 
•&t down. The C&uee i• reviving. The 
sttendanoe is improvin(Z", &nd the 
ordinsnce of believers' b&ptiam is about 
to t&ke plsce very soon. We hsve the 
dropping; we &wait the promi~ed showere 
or bleasing to come in snswer to the 
pta~·er of faith.-C. W. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDENCE). -The 
44th snnivns&ry of the Sabb&th School 
wss held on Lord's-day, M&y 10th, when 
three sermons were preached by Mr. F. 
J. Hsrsa.nt. of Otley. Sµeci&l hymns 
were sung by te&chere snd scholar~, 
great pains hsving been taken by Mr. A. 
Fann in their training. Congregations 
were good, especi11,lly afternoon and 
evening. Un the following Monday, 
being unsble to gather in the me&dow 
ss usuo.l for their treat, the children met 
in the lo.rge bsrn kindly lent by Mi-. 
Twinn. At the close of the dsy & short 
address was given, and prayer offered. 
We are glad to a&y the school is progress
ing in number•. which we hope will 
continue.-W. S. 

AGED PILGRIMS" FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

LIGHT AT EVENTIDE. 

THE Aged Pilgrim_- Friend Society has 
a notable record, For no fewer than 
ninety-six years this Christian organin
tion has souj!"ht to avert misery and 
b, ing light in the life's eventide of 
many a weary child of God. Through 
its beneficent operations no fewer than 
7.480 •·pilgrims" have received life 
pensione, amounting in the aggregate 
to £330,500. 

Within the bounds of Scriptural 
truth, the Society is undenominational, 
members of many sections of the 
Christian Church being upon the 
pension lists. As to spiritual qualifica
tions, .. A true pilgrim is and must be a 
new creature. There is no pilgrimage 
to the heavenly country unless a man is 
born again and taught of God." 

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE. 

Among the new pensioners of the 
year have been those who, with d wind• 
ling strength, h:~ve struggled hard to 
ma.in ta in themse1 ves, only to find one 
door aher another closed against theIQ. 
One (who has been well known for 
yea.re as e,n 11,ssiduoo.s tre.ct-distribntor) 
writes:-" I feel quite unable to expre11s 
my feelings to your Society for the 
way in which it hail done so much for 
me and my poor helpless wife; through 
it I have the blessed comfort of know-

ing tlt&t T have someth/ng in store. 
The last remittance c&me 111 my utmost 
need; if 1 could ho.ve Peen heaven 
opened, and such 11, gift drop on me it 
would not h11,ve been otherwiee thsn it, 
wa,. for I h&d not one penny in my 
hou•e." 

W.B., a faithful pre11,cher in L11,nca
shire, sged seventy, has reoently been 
placed upon the booke, sfter m&ny 
ye&rs of ministry, combined with d11,i1y 
bu•iness. His life has been a useful and 
eventful one, and its lster yesrs a.re 
being m&de easier by the Society's help, 

THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

The annual meeting, held on Wednes
day, May 6th, at the Mansion House, w11,s 
Eixceedingly large. Sir Robert Anderson 
occupied the chair, snd· .among those 
present wae Messrs. George, Boulden, 
Green, Clayton, Bumstead, E. Carr 
Hodges, Savage and Msrtin. Mr. John 
E. Hazelton, secreto.ry, reviewed the 
operations or the year; after whioh the 
Chairman made an appeal for the 
deserving Chri6ti&n poor, who but for 
timely help a.re doomed by tbe Poor Law 
to the workhouse, snd ass·ociation with 
the undeserving. There are old sa.ints of 
God needing to be supplied with daily 
bre&d. Promiscuous charity is an evil ; 
ft means in the vast majority of oases 
merely 11, gift to a professional beggar. 
With this Society, however, there is a 
wise discrimin&tion whicih assures the 
relief of the really deserving. - • 

The next speaker, the Bishop of Bodor 
&nd .M11,n, said that the Society realizes 
the words of the Apostle Paul, "Let us 
do good unto all ·men, especially nnto 
then:i who are of the household of 
faith." In supporting this Sooiety we 
help the very "cnam of the poor," 
whose lives witness that they have 
received the grace of God. In view, too, 
of its Evangelica.l character, it enlists 
our sympa.thy, for, ss the Lord Chan
cellor said a short time ago in the House 
of Lords : •· The people of England are 
indissolubly wedded to the principles of 
the Reformation." • 

General Sir William Stirlin~ re
minded his hearers that the Chnstia.n 
pilgrim, straitened in means, i•, at the 
a&me time, by reason of his faith, at 
continual war with the world, and h11,s 
the strongest claims upon the help of 
fellow-believerP. 

Mr. 0. S. Dolbey, in moving the 
second resolution, emphasised in an 
excellent address the Society's dootrin11,l 
basis, and the Scriptural and compre
hensive character of its work, based 
thereon. 

Mr. Sinden aptly comJJared the 
Institution to a pictori11,J Bible, e11,oh 
11,ged pilJ!'rim being sn illustration of 
the Lord's Jove and faithfulness. 

Sir C. George Brown and .Mr. W. J. 
Pe.rks also spoke, and a most suooesaful 
gathering was brought to a close. 
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PIMLIOO (CARMET,).-The seventy
third a.nniverse.ry or the forma.tion of 
t,he Churoh wa.s held on Good Frida.y, 
In the a.fternoon pa.stor H, T. Chilvers 
µrea.ohed from the text, "There re• 
m,.fneth no more sa.orifioe for sins" 
(Heb._x. 26), e.nd we.a grea.tly helped in 
so doing. Tea. wa.s provided, a.nd over 
one hnndred friends partook of ea.me. 
The evening meeting w·a.s presided over 
by Mr. F. T. Newma.n, who reo.d the 
2nd oha.pter of Hebrew~, a.nd Mr. C. J. 
Burrows a.eked Divine blessing npon 
the meeting. The ohairma.n then ma.de 
some very enooura.ging remarks upon 
onr motto, "The Lord bath been mind• 
ful of us." Brother Debua.m spoke from 
1 Pet. i. 19, "Preoious blood," a.nd 
brother Ackland followed with some 
sa.voury reme.rks from I Pet. ii. 7, 
•· Unto you therefore wlilch believe He, 
is preo1ous." Brother H. J. Wileman 
·oontinued in the ea.me stra.in, a.nd ba.sed 
a. few remarks npon the wordP, "Pre• 
oious communion." Brother Chilvers 
~poke of the glorious a.ppel\ring of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 0 ur pastor then, 
ma.king reference to the encoura.ging 
meeting, so.id tha.t he felt tha.t it wa.s in 
a.newer to the fervent petitions of our 
Monda.y pra.yer-meeting, a.nd gave us a. 
few words upon "The fellowship of His 
sufferings," Our bee.rte overflowed with 
gra.titnde for the verv ha.ppy a.nd 
encouraging meetings, The oongrega.
tions were le.rge, the meetings inspiring, 
and fina.ncia.Uy goc>d. To Him be the 
glory.-W. H. H. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETH· 
ESDA).-The thirty-3eventh a.nniversary 
was celebrated on L~rd's-da.y and Tues
t.!a.y, April 26th and 28th. On the former 
occa.sion sermons were prea.che:i both 
morning a.nd evening by Mr. J. Ma.rtin, 
and on the latter pa.star H. T. Chilvers 
preached from Exod. xvii. 15. In the 
evening at a public meeting brother F. 
T. Newman occupied the chair .. After 
singing, he rea.d the 132nd Psalm. A 
short report followed, indica.ting the 
Charch's progress consequent on the 
Lord's blessing. During the chairman's 
address he took occasion to congra.tu
la.te the Church for .the blessing re
ceived in he.ving two members who had 
shown ministeria.l gifts, a.nd who ha.d 
thus proved useful to the Church of 
God. Brother Andrews spoke from 
Prov. iii. 13, "Ha.ppy is the ma.n tha.t 
fiadeth wisdom." Christ is the Wisdom 
of God. The two disciples journeying 
to Emma.us found this to be so when 
Christ talked with them. Whatever 
ma.y be possessed on earth, if theI: have 
not Christ they a.re poor indeed. Pastor 
Parnell spoke from P.a. lxxxv. 12, "The 
Lord giveth tha.~ which is good." God 
is rioh in mercy, The love of Ood, how 
full, how deep, it is immea.sura.ble; the 
prodigal found it so. God will rest in 

His love. He is omnipotent in power. 
We most come to Him as the leper did: 
"Lord, if Thou wilt. Thou c"nst make 
me olea.n," God'~ love swa.llows up 
death. Ra.tiona.lism, ritualism, a.nd a.II 
the " isms" would deceive the very 
elect, but it is not possible. The ,1u,.1ity 
of the gift is good, the girt of Chri,t 
ensures irnmunity. All good is in 
Christ. Pa.star Brown sa.id : He tha.t is 
joined to the Lord is one spirit. After 
referring to the va.rious wa.ys in which 
believers a.re jJined to the Lord, he said: 
It is a. profound e.nd mystica.l union 
which we ca.nnot comprehend. It is 
bee.utifolly illustra.ted in the Word or 
God. There it is spoken of a.s husband 
a.nd wife. We. a.re the bride of Chri,t, 
an union tha.t never can be broken. We 
love or ha.te the things which He love• 
or ha.tes. Thus we live to His pra.ise a.nd 
glory. Ir a.ny ha.ve not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His. Brother 
Ackland spoke from John xii. 32, ·' And 
I, if I be lifted up from the ea.rtb. will 
dra.w a.II men unto Me." These words 
are not merely litera.lT but they a.re 
prophetic langua.ge. his is a.lso a 
promise conceming the procla.ma.tion of 
the Gospel. An uplifted Christ will do 
for sinners. The a.postle said he wa.s 
determined to know nothing a.mong 
men sa.ve Christ, a.nd Him crncified. In 
the a.toning s:i.crifice we feel is the 
power tha.t will beaefit when felt. An 
uplifted Christ is the glory of the 
Church. An uplifted Christ in our lives 
fa the power tha.t is personally potent. 
The a.nnonncement tha.t over £.5 ha.d 
been collected towa.rds the Ca.use closed 
these interesting a.nd profita.ble pro
ceedings.-W. C. B. 

llrnHBURY (PROVIDENCE). - The 
second a.nniversa.ry of the pa.store.te of 
·Mr. F. Fells wa.s held on Lord's-da.y, 
April 19th, when the pa.star prea.ched in 
the morning from Acts xxvi. 22. In the 
evening e. most powerful Gospel sermon 
wa.s delivered by pa.star E. Mitchell 
from John iii. 36. The services were 
continued on the following Tuesday. 
when in the afternoon e. la.rge congre
glltion e,ssembl.ed to hear pa.star Archi• 
ha.Id G. Brown. who preached a, glorious 
sermon from Paa.. xvii. 15, ta.king the 
first three words. "As for me.'' This 
was e. time of}rea.t blessing to ma.ny 
sould. Mr. F. . Catchpole presided a.t 
the evening meeting, a.nd spoke most 
helpfully. Excellent a.ddresses were 
delivered by brethren Da.dswell, Jarvis, 
Sears, J.E. Flegg. The pa.stor spoke of 
blessing received, additions to the 
Church, prevailing harmony. a.nd a.Isa 
proposed vote of thanks to a.11 friends, 
which was seconded by brother White, 
a.nd heartily oa.rried. The presence of 
friends from various Churches greatly 
encoura.~ed us. Collections very good. 
We thank God a.nd ta.ke courage. 
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SOMERSHAM, SUFFOLK.-Good 
FridOY dawn~-& holiday! a breath or 
pure country air to many. Various are 
the W&)'B in which it i• spent. Among 
other traveller•. friends from Ipswich, 
l-1adleigh, Blalcenham, and other vil
lag-es are wending their way to Somer
sham Chapel. Special services are to 
be held. and our youn,r brother, Mr. H. 
l\forling, is to preach. Many were made 
!!"lad wbile he uplifted Christ to find 
him •o ready to abide by the old" land
mark•.'· and so lovingly adhere to the 
doctrines of sovereign and distingnish
inl!" j!"race. A public tea followed. In 
the eveninl!" a public meetinir was held, 
ably presided over by Mr. E. E. Gowing. 
Mr. Ga.rrard (Bethesda, Ipswich) im
plored the Di vine blessing. Gospel 
addressee were delivered by brethren H. 
Marling. Fuller, W.R. Ranson, and E. 
E. Gowing. The meeting closed with 
prayer. May the Lord continne to bless 
the labou re or His earnest servant in 
this locality, is the prayer of many, 
including the writer-M. A. M. 

WETHERDEN. - In this village, 
surronnded as it i~ by beautiful, ver
rlaut, rural scenery, is a Baptist cha.pel. 
It is now a. Mission Church belonging 
to Stowmarket Ba.ptiet Church, On 
E,.ster Monday special services were 
held, when Mr. W. H. Ra.neon prea.ched 
a l!'O'.ld Go•pel sermon, foll of Christ, 
which was listened to with much plea.
sore by ma.ny. About one hun:ired 
partook of tea. The cha.pel wa.s well 
filled. In the evening a. public meeting 
wa.e held, a.bly i,resided over by pa.stor 
S. B. Stocker. Mr. Hill, of Somersha.m, 
implored the Divine blessing. Mr. 
Stocker read the Word, a.nd in a nea.t 
little speech took a retro3pective view 
Gf the Word. a.nd felt oonstra.ined to 
aay, "What ha.th God wrought 1" 
Spiritual al'.!dre3ses were delivered by 
brethren Re.neon, Dea.ves, Edgerton, 
Moore, and Strickson. We were heartily 
!!'lad to see thi• Mission Station in pro
gress. Pea.ce a.nd ha.rmony preva.ils. 
Snnda.y-school is prosperin~; congrega
tions on the increase. May the Lord 
a1d His hlessing.-M. A. MOORE. 

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK.-Hither
to the Lord ha.tb hea.rd us a.nd a.lso ma.ny 
kind friends. The word is regula.rly 
prea.ched on Sunde.ye, a.nd since Oct. let 
we ha.ve ha.d services on Wednesda.y 
evenings in cotta.ges in four different 
villa.gas, consisting of pra.yer a.nd praise, 
interspersed with a.ddresses. The breth
ren who have come to our a.ssista.nce in 
all wea.thers a.nd to whom we a.re gra.te
ful for their kindness a.re pastors Stocker, 
Ransom, Ha.rsa.nt, S. Haddock, the la.te 
W. Kern, a.nd Messrs. Howe, Keeble, 
Ga.rdner, a.nd Emmerson. These ser
vices ha.ve been well a.ttended, and have 
proved to be sea.sons of refreshment. 

On Wednesday, April 8th, we had 11 
sooial tea., after whloh a meeting w118 
held, presided over by brother Howe. 
Several pra.yers were offered, the Word 
rea.d, and, reviewing the past, gr11tefol 
addresses were delivered by brethren 
Rowe, Jame• Garnham, Car,, and 
Mo.,re. Not the least pleasing fea.turA w118 
to see and hear our aged brother Ta.ylor 
who is in his 92nd yea.r, who bas been ~ 
consistent Ohurcb member for- sixty. 
seven years. We long for soula; our 
earnest ory is, Arise, 0 Lord: send now 
prosperity.-M. A. M. 

tlont Jome. 
RICHARD BURBRIDGE. 

In memory of my late beloved buebnnd 
Ricba.rd Borbridge, who wns taken to.hi~ 
much-longed-for rest on Sundf\y, March 15 
1903, bnvin·g ju;t passed hi• 80th birthday'. 
His sufferings for 1nnny m,nths have been 
irreat, bot borne_ with exemple.ry pntience. 
It wn.• touching to see the grnte[ul spirit he 
showed for n.ny little n.ct o[ kindneu, n.nd 
the plee.sure he manifested nt s,eing any or 
the friends who vn.laed him e.e n firm, un
flinching preacher or tbe everlasting troths 
of the Gospel. His memory will lJe deeply 
r~vered in the va.riou• Ce.nses of trntb 
where in the fifty-five years of his ministry 
he he.s sapplied both in town nnd country. 
His pertinent, rich, e.nd se.voory preaching 
has, under Di,•ine application, been me.de e. 
lasting testimony to mnny e. seeker: his 
deep, experimentn.l knowledge of tbe 
fin1sbed work o! his precious Lord ha, been 
marrow and fa.tness to not n. few hungry 
souls; his firm. stable view_s or the Divine 
Sovereignty bnve come with ·•weet ener
gising power to the bee.rt• of bis hearers, 
especially when one hns seen the tee.r drop 
and the lip quiver at the mention of that 
rlen.r na.me. the all-prevn.iling name of Jesus. 
Freq nently on bis dying bed he was hen.rd 
to say, "I loved to pree.ch God's sovereignty 
e.nd now I e.m ree.lising it on my dying bed 
in eufl'erin~ e.• I never thought I should 
suffer, while some are to.ken home compara
ti\'ely easy."' 

Hi< mortal remains were to.ken to Smar
den. in Kent,wbereour brothers C.Cornwell 
n.nd W. Harris o.lllcin.ted. 

ANNIE BURBRIDGE. 
MISS MARIA BARKER. 

On Februn.ry 2nd, 1903. our sister bad her 
home ea.II at the n.ge of 79. Death bad no 
terrors for her. Her father was :1, Church
mo.n. her mother a Nonconformist, but very 
little life or power with either, and her 
e.tLendn.nce at pln.ces of worship began as e. 
means of spending Sunday evening. At 16 
years of age she wa• awakened, a.nd sin we.s 
me.de her trouble, n.nd for months she was 
in great distress. The ministry she was 
e.ttend,ng being a dee.d letter to her, 11 friend 
with whom she worked, n.nd or sainted 
memory, Mary by name, a1 vised her to hee.r 
John Foreman. She did, and e.t once received 
e. blessing of hope; but old Adam was slill 
a.live: she resented the doctrines of grace. 
often would listen to the readinl! e.1;1d 
prayers, and then lea.ve the chapel to 
wander abont in great perplexity. One 
Lord's-da.y morning she ventured to etn.y 
for the sermon, when Mr. Foreman we.a led 
to to.ke for his text." Ze.ccheus. make haste 
and come down, for to-day I must abide o.t 
thy honse" (Luke xix. 5). Then co.me 
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deliverance; pnrdon peace, and per•onal 
Justification were re,,,l1•ed; and e, few week• 
alter •he was baptlzed at Mount Zion, Hill
Atreet. Here Abe continued n. con~iAtent 
member for nearly forty yee.r•. After the 
death of Mr. Foreman •he joined the Ohnrch 
which now meets e.t Bhouldham-street, 
where •he continued until the la•t e, 
honoured and loved member for twenty
three years, loved by those who knew her 
best Religion wllh her wa• a warfare. 
The enemy met her in the dark. and often 
struck her hard with a "Bath God said?" 
but she struck bo,ck with n "Thus saith the 
Lord." Tlleu she would mount. and with 
assurance cry, "Victory through the blood 
of the Lamb." She mourned an absent 
Lord for some weeks before she Went higher. 
yet still thinking of the well-being of others 
she bequeathed the sum or £20 to the Oause 
o.t Shouldhe.m-•treet, and the remainder to 
her relatives. thue surprising her friends by 
hel' care and thrift. Then the light came 
and sweetly smiling, she clapped her glad 
wings and soar~d away to realms of ever
laeting day, and to be for ever with the 
Lord. She was buried in Paddington 
Oemetery, on Saturday, February 7th, by 
her pastor, Mr. W. F. Waller. and the writer. 
A comparatively large nnmber came to bi I 
e.dieu to the dust ol one" poor in this world, 
but richiu faith," till "The morning bree.keth, 
e.ud the she.dows flee awe.y."-W. HAIIRIS. 

SAMUEL DRAKE 
was callAd bome on Friday, February 13th. 
after a long and painful illness. Oar dear 
brother was born at lsleham, Cam be., in the 
year 1841. The work of gre,ce upon hi• heart 
wae very gradual. Being in the providence 
of God removed from London to Cambridge, 
he sat under the ministry of Mr. Marks at 
Eden Chapel, through whose preaching he 
was led in some measure to see his state by 
nature. About this time he hee.rd Mr. 
Reynolds, of Ce.ve Adullam, Stepney, 
preach from the words, "Then shall ye 
know," etc. (Hoeea vi. 3). This Scripture 
we.e me.de very precioue to him all through 
life. He was one who followed on in wee.k
nees, with much fear and trembling, at 
timee much in bondag, through fear ol 
death. During hie last illness, being confined 
to his room for twelve weeks. the Lord wn.e 
plee.sed to favour him with much of His 
presence. On Christme.s-do.1 the llrat three 
verses of the 14th of John's Goapel were 
applied powerfully e.nd s .veetly to his soul. 
the preciousness of those words remaining 
with him until the last. He quite exhaueted 
his strength at times in telling out to those 
who visited hitn how precious Jesus we.s to 
him. Just before he passed awa.y he wo.s 
asked, "Is J eaue precioue to you now? " He 
seemed to gather up all the strength he he.d, 
o.nd answered, 11 Be is just the ea.me.'' 
"Sa.fel So.lei" We can indeed S'.1.f,"Fear
leee he entered Jordan's flood." Much more 
might he eaid did spe.ce permit. As a little 
Church, we at Ebenezer, F11lham. feel the 
lose keenly, our dear brother having filled 
the offices of deacon and superintendent of 
the Sunday-school. His morta.l remo.ins 
were lo.id to rest in Fulham Cemetery by 
pastor A. Andrews.-A. A. 

ELIZA ANN UOLDSAOK 
(widow of Mr. Joseph Goldso.ck). departed 
this life on December 30th last, alter a long 
illness. Our dear •ister was called by grace 
many years ago, and Lhe ministry or the late 
Mr. Hanks was rue.de a graat blessing to her. 
It we.a a ph1asure to visit her during the Inst 
few weeks of her illness. when she fraquently 
told us how good the Lord had been to her, 
but bow llttle she he.d been able to glorify 

her Aa.viour apon ea.rth. Her r~mn..inc. w~re 
In.id to reit ln the family grn.ve n.t Nanhe:vl, 
byourdee.rpastor. W. Debn11rn.-A. W. IIILT.. 

MARIA GREEN', 
of Battisford, peacefully pas•ed away on 
Lord's-day. fanun.ry •Ith. rnrr:1. She bad 
been a member ot the Church at Wa.tti~ham 
for about forty year.,. Her life was one of 
struggle• and hardships, being left a widow 
with a family of small children to provide 
for, but tbe promise was verified in her 
experience: "I will be a Ilashand to the 
widow and e. Father to the fatherless." 

MR. JOHN HICKMOTT, 
of Edmonton, passed away on Thursday, 
January 22nd. Oar brother was born at 
Btrood, near Rochester, in Kent,, and was 
blessed with godly po.rents, who in hi• in
fancy, removed to Chatham, and attended 
the old Eson Chapel there. When our 
departed brother was about 15 years of age. 
he lost his parents, which made a c\eep 
impreseion upon him, and I bave heard him 
sa.y it was Lhe means God used to bring him 
to Himself. He said to me a few days 
before his death," Tell the young people to 
commit to memory portions of God's Word, 
and verses ol hymns, which I did : what a 

~~:~nf J::-~e ~::JJ,m~~o~~fdmiio"t~~Ii'.o~; 
eome do. the day and the hour when he first 
realized he was a child of grace, but said, ·• I 
know I am." Mr. Pecknell, of Red Hill, was 
God's chosen instra.ment in confirming our 
brother in the faith of the Gospel. and ki.d
ing him to see the ordinance of believers' 
baptism which he obeyed, and was received 
into Church fellowship by Mr. Pecknell, 
over 20 years ago. In his last illness he was 
quite ree.igned, saying." I am in His ba.nd." 
Our brother was of a quiet d,sposition, and 
una~suming in his manner. He wa,q laid to 
rest by the side of his late wile at Dorkiog, 
Monday, January 26th, 1903.-JOH~ P. 
GIBBENS. 

WILLIAM KI~G 
was born on 1st February, 18~1. and called 
by Divine gre.ce at the age ol 18 years. _-\.fter 
his con version he joined the Wesleyan body, 
but feeling the necessity of obeying hi• 
Lord's command. he wa.sadmitted a memher 
of the Strict Baptist ChW'ch worshipping 
at Redbouru, Herts .. and at the 1ime of his 
call home he.d been in fellowship with the 
Church for the long space of 5i yea.rs. He 
was a man graciously taught of God th~ 
Holy Ghost. and hnd in former years. on 
several occasions. stood up in His namt', 1n 
the absence of the supplies in several of the 
local Churches. DW"iug the last few ye:i.rs 
of his life, owing to failing health, &c., he 
had resided with his daughter at St. Alb,i.ns, 
and had (as bee.Ith wonld permit). 
worshipped with the friends at "Bethel." 
He frequently attended the Wednesday 
evening prayer-meeting. The writer has 
experienced sweet seasons ol maniiested 
favour e.s this dear man of God has been 
earnestly pouring out his heart to Him in 
prayer. Early in the new year he wa• 
obliged to keep his bed, aod although, 
lovingly attended, he gradually became 
weaker, and on the 1st February (his 8~ud 
birthday), he was ta.ken to be with Him 
whom his soul loved. "The memory oi a. 
good man is blessed."-G. W. 

MR~. H. PARKER 
exchanged earth for heaven on January ~lst, 
and by her death the Chureh e.t Yateley 
sustained another loss. Ttle sad death oi a 
relative, in her young days, left a 1nsting 
impression on her mind. She profited under 
the ministry of godly men at Cricket Hill, 
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esp<'cmlly Mr. Bron d. nnd Mr. Perritt. nnil 
WR• hapt,zed nhout l~i~. She was Yery 
mu<.'b rtfflil'tc i, and, bnt ~eldom nhle to meet 
with t,he people or God. bul her continanl 
prn.yer ,iv-a.., for the pro!-Jper,t}' of Ziori. She 
bore her nfflicttons without ,~omplaint. 
After underj,?oing an opcral ion she revived 
somewhat,, but only [or a !ill.le while. being 
then brought low by another complaint. 
She felt the end was drawing nigh. but 
coulrl face death cnlmly, nod often risked ua 
to pr ,y that she might have ratience to 
w&il her Heavenly Father's wil. She was 
wonderfully sustained, her mind being fh:ed 
on spirito3.l thing:i, and there wo.., not o. 
doubt in all her allliclion. She passed away 
v.itbout a Atru~gle, si!lh. or moan, in the 
fifith year of her &ge.-H. J. PARK Kil. 

MA'RY PINNER. 
On Sunday, Febrn&ry 22nd. our dear 

mother peac,efully passed away, &ged 69. 
It mast be quite forty year• since she flrat 
felt her need of a Savioar. For a Ion, time 
she was kept knocking at mercy's door. but 
the time ea.me when she could blessedly 
realise that her sina wore put &W&J'. Her 
faith ha.s been tried many times. Affliction, 
loq~es and crOlilses were thiC'kly strewn in her 
path. but she was upheld by the mighty 
God or Jacob. We wonder at the grace that 
broui:bt her through a.II the trials of the 
way. Truly she realised to the full the 
promise. "As thy day so shall thy stren11th 
be" Dear father's death (which occurred in 
November, 1901) was doabtless the means of 
.helping on the end : she was never the 
capable woman after. De!l.r moLher bad 
been greatly troabled at times to know how 
it woald be with .her when she came to die; 
but for oar encouragement who are left 
behind 1 gratefully record tha,t "her end 
wn.s peace." not a. sign of struggle, bat as she 
fell asleep she passed a.way. May our end 
be like her'e. So prays one of the children
L. BCTBCR. 

ROBERT RICHES, 
of l3an!'<LY, Suffolk, wa.s to.ken to his eternal 
rest on February 5th. 1903. after much suf
fering. from cancer in the ho wels. He was 
bapt,zed by the late C.1.lcb Broome. o.t 
Fres~iDJ?fleld, twenty-six yen.Tri ago. Being 
removed in providence to Bungav, he 
united with the Charch tllere. and re
main d in memberehip until bis death. 
For the last five years he had filled the 
office of de .. con to the best of his ability. 
He was a good •upporter of our pra.yer
meetiDE!'S. being as constant in attendance 
as posai ble. 

When the Association prayer-meeting we.e 
held o.t Becclee, oar brother walked eight 
miles to be present at the early morning 
prayer-meeting, &nd was greatly blest, say
ing to the writer he hardly knew how to 
keep his seat, but felt he must rise to sing 
prai•e unto God. He often _spoke of the 
profit derived from the mm1stry of our 
late paetor, Mr. Bowtell, and wished that 
others had a desire to come and hear. 
About three weeks before he died our 
brother was much tried, and the hymn
book being given him he read the hymn, 
.. How did my heart rejoice to hear," &c. 
This broke the fetters, the Lord shone in 
upon him, and bleat him abundantly, so 
that be shed tee.rs of joy. 

On being visited the last Lor.i's-day 
evening- he spent here below, be testified 
to the Lord's l(oodnes, and grace. He said. 
•· Tne Lord is going to take me home, for 
there 1s no earthly toy that I wish to stay 
hen, for: but I wish to be resigned to the 
Lord·• blessed will." He often asked bis 
wife to read the ~3rd Psalm and th~ 8th oJ 

Rom'tns. He was very ba,pr,y the two 
d1<ys previous to his depn.rture, nnd tried 
to sing just before the end the well-known 
h)'mn, "Around the throne o[ God In 
he1tven," but be bn.d not otrengt,h lo llnlsh 
it. His end we.o pen.cc. "Ab,ent from the 
body, present with the Lord." 

C. F. JOH:o!SON, 
ANN ROSOMAN. 

We have recently sustained n. heavy lo•• 
by the removal from earth to hen.ven of our 
sister. Mrs. Rosoman. She we.• a godly 
wom1<n. By the grace of God she was 
enabled to walk honourablv. as e. member 
or the Surrey Tabernacle for a period of 
o,·er forty-eiizbt years. Tho truths of the 
everlasting Gospel ; the house of Uod : the 
God of the house : the p:Lstor e.nd people 
were very mach endeared to her heart. For 
•ome yee.rs past she had been an inmate of 
the Aged Pilgrim•' Asylum, Camberwell, 
and there she was beloved by e.U who came 
in contact with her. Her serene disposition 
e.nd epiritaal conversation were & blessing 
to many. As the time drew nee.r for her 
depe.rtare, she WM enabled to rest 
comfortably on the finished wo1 k of Christ 
her Redeemer. The feelinsie of her soul 
oft~n found expression in· tha hymns she 
had so often sung, especially, 

"Rock of &ges cleft for me. 
Let.me hide myself in Thee." 

The night before her dea.th, she quoted 
these beautiful lines or Joseph Irons:-

" Anon the pearly gates untold, 
An heir of bli•s dra.ws nigh ; 

Again they strike their he.rps or gold, 
And hallelujah cry." 

The last words she uttered e. few minutes 
before her departure were, "His mercy 
endaretb for ever.' and in this manner onr 
sister, who had been depending o~ the 
mercy of God from t,he time shs drew her 
first epiritu:i.l breath, pae•ed through the 
pee.rly gates to join the hallelujahs of the 
redeemed on Je.aaary 17th, 1903, like a shock 
of corn fully ripe, being e4 years or age.
A. B. 

JOSEPH SQUlRREL, 
of W .1ttisham, received the Master's call to 
the homeland on February 19th. e.fter ·,. few 
days of inr.ensa euffaring. Our brother was 
a very aeef11l member, and will_ be ~ree.~ly 
missed by many, but our loss 18 bts g:a.rn. 
His delight was in talking about the thrngs 
concernin~ the kingdom. We remember the 
}1<et occasion we met in ihe houae of God. 
Our brother could not read the written 
Word, but never fora:ot those who preached 
it in his prayers. He wa• baptized by the 
late John Cooper on June 2nd, 1867. His lif,e 
was a living testimony to the power of Gods 
!!'race. The funeral took place on February 
l!3rd, many friends coming to pay the le.si 
tribnte of respect, oor brother Dickerson 
being among•t them. On the following 
Lord'•-day our pastor preached from the 
words of P.i.ul, "Ha.ving a desire to dep~,rt 
and to be with Christ, which is far better. 

MR FRANK TOSELAND, 
of Gamlingay, died on the 26th Je.nuary. He 
was buried by Mr. Oldfield. at Huntingdon 
He was senior deacon and oldest member 
at Godmanchester Church, he.ving been 
ba.ptioed by the le.le Mr. Brown in Jij46. The 
late Mr. Tile. of Potion, was instru~ntabll_Y 
usP,fu) to him, s:i.ys "The Sower, 1n ta 
early days, when he lived at Gamlingay. 
Mr. Tosela.nd was a very hearty man. up to 

I 

the last year or two, when he showed signs 
of great wee.knees; and died from decay, 
aged 86. 



i11ansgrtHioms ~~mo.&~:0-. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"As far as the east is from the west, so far ha.th He removed our transgres
sions from us."-Psa.. ciii. 12. 

"A PSALM OF DAVID," which, saith Beza, "he wrote when 
carried out of himself, as far as heaven ; and he therefore calleth 

not upon his own soul only, but upon all creatures, from the highe3t 
angel to the lowest worm, to set forth God's praises." Thus rare old 
John Trapp commences his commentary upon this psalm. It is 
indeed a glorious hymn of praise and thanksgiving unto Jehovah, 
without a single complaint, nor does it contain so much as one petition. 
Its principal theme is the Divine goodness and mercy as displayed in 
the Lord's dealings with His people. It is to be feared that most 
believers have too little thanksgivings in their worship. David charges 
his soul not to forget the Lord's benefits. Some derive the word thank 
from the Anglo-Sax:on think. This derivation is suggestive; to be 
thankful is to be thinkful. Much of our lack: of thankfulness is to be 
charged to our forgetfulnes9. Of old it was said of Israel, "They soon 
forgat His works." Let us keep His doings in remembrance, and 
meditate upon His benefits, and we shall seldom lack matter for a song 
of praise. Let us also remember that praises and thanksgivings are 
God's revenue, and he that has a thankful spirit may rely on God to 
constantly give fresh fuel to keep alive the fire of gratitude on the altar 
of his heart by way of new benefits bestowed. We should mingle 
thanksgivings with all our supplications. When you go to God for 
fresh mercies, never neglect to take the receipts for the old ones 
with you. 

Among the many benefits God bestows upon His people, the removal 
of their sins occupies a foremost position. Indeed, apart from this, no 
real blessing could reach our souls. His mercy is so great towards 
them, that He has removed their transgressions to an immeasurable 
dist,mce from them. This claims our higb.est praise, and makes way 
for every other blessing to flow unto us. A short meditation upon this 
grand truth may be helpful to us, and, by His blessing, stir up our souls 
to renewed thank~givings. 

We have her~ 
A GREAT TRANSACTION. 

The inspired Psalmist very frequently celebrates the greatness of 
Jehovah, and the greatness of His works. But-we write with a deep 
feeling of reverence and consciousness of our own littleness-God Him
self never engaged in a more stupendous work than that of the 
removing of His people's transgressions. While we readily grant that 
the rich mercy displayed in this act was the prominent idea in the mind 
of the writer here, as it ever will be in the mind of the recipient of this 
vast benefit, yet the stupendous nature of the act should not be over
looked. When God brought this world into being, and fashioned and 

VoL, LIX. JuLY, 1903. o 
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fitted it to be the abode of man, His mode of procedure is thus 
summarised : " He spake, and it was; He commanded, and it stood 
fast." This summary is grandly simple, and discovers the omoipotencc 
of Jehove.h. But in the removing of transgressions, a far different 
order end method were observed. God did not say of sin, Be ye 
removed, and, lo, it was gone. The removal of sin is not an act of His 
abstr"Ct omnipotence and sovereignty. We enter here upon the moral 
realm, and God, who is the fountain of justice and truth, will never 
exert His power except in accordance with His moral perfections. 
Hence, the removal of transgressions involved the incarnation, life of 
suffering, and atoning death of thP. Lord Jesus Christ, God's only 
begotten Son. Here we gaze, admire, wonder, and are swallowed up in 
adoration of the boundless wisdom, love, and grooe of our God ; and 
cry, with the deepest feeling of our being, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; 
aud all that is within me, bless His holy Name." 

THE METHOD OBSEllVED IN REMOVING TRANSGRESSIONS 

claims our attention. How clearly or otherwise David apprehended 
this, we are unable to decide. Our own opinion is that he knew much 
more of the plan of salvation than many modern writers give him credit 
for. That he bad some insight here is indisputable. He was a. close 
observer of the ceremonies, and could hardly fail to see that transgres
sions were removed by transference. Thiis was taught in every atonement 
made for sin, but with the greatest clearness and fulness in the two 
goats employed on the great day of atonement. After slaying one of 
the goats, taking its blood within the vail, where it was sprinkled upon 
and before the mercy-seat, and after sprinkling the altar, Aaron was to 
take the live goat, and complete the type. Thns the direction runs :
,, And Aaron shall lay both hit! bands on the head of the live goat, and 
confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the live 
goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the 
wilderness ; and the goat shall bear npon him all their iniquities unto a 
iand not inhabited : and he shall let go the goat into the wilderness " 
(Lev. xvi. 21, 22). The sin of Israel was removed by its being transferred 
to the goat, and borne away from them into the wilderness. The 
Baptist appears to allude to this, " Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh (beareth, marg.) away the sin of the world" (John i. 29.). Isaiah, 
the evangelical prophet, is very clear on this point. He says : " All we 
like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned every one to his own way : 
and the Lord bath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all" (Isa. liii. 6). 
With this we compare Paul's statement : "He bath made Him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). • 

Thus, then, we see how God removed the sins of His people by 
transferring them to His dear Son, their Surety in the eternal covenant, 
and their Substitute in due time. The Almighty lifted the huge mass 
of the sins of His people, and laid them on the sacred head of our Lord 
Jesns Christ, the true Scapegoat, who bore them away whither they can 
never return. But this bearing our sins was a tremendous task. 
Says one:-

" How huge the heavy loa.d of all, 
When mine a.lone's so grea.k' 
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The bearing our sins involved Raffering the penalty dne to them. 
Hence, our Lord was" made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13). "ChriRt 
also hath onoe suffered for sins, the jns~ for (instead of) ~he unjust, 
that He might bring as to God" (1 Pet. iii. lfl). "Who His own self 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we being dead (having 
died, R.V.) to sins, should live unto righteousness" (1 Pet. ii. 2+). 
The depth of these Scriptures no line of oars can sound. But we 
rejoice in the great fad which they so clearly reveal, that God has 
removed our sins from us in this wonderful way, wherein justice is as 
much exhibited and magnified, as mercy is manifested and glorified. 
God's own seal is plainly stamped on this transaction. 

"Here the whole Deity ie seen, 
Nor dares e. creature guess, 

Which of the lines is fairest writ, 
The justice or the grace." 

God has removed our sins equit!lbly, effectually, and ev~rlastingly, 
through the mediation of our Lord Jesus Clirist. The debt has been 
fully paid, the crime adequately aton~d, and sin for ever removed. 

The Psalmist employs 
A STRIKING COMPARISON. 

" As fa.r as the eait is from the west, so far hath He removed our 
transgressions from us." This intends an immeasurable distance. Ha-d 
ir, have been written, As far as the north is from the south, we could 
have measured the distance, as there would have been fixed points to 
measure from-the north and the south poles. But there.a.re no,definite 
points known as ea~t and west, hence no measurement ,·can: be taken ; 
and this in.definiteness is intended to show us tha.t oar sins are com
pletely and for ever removei from us. Various expressions are 
employed in the Word to teach us this all-important troth. Our sins 
are said to be blotted out. " I have blotted out, as a tliick cloud, thy 
transgressions. and, as a cloud, thy sins" (Isa. xliv. 22). They are 
removed from before His/ace. "Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy 
back" (Isa. xxxviii. 17). They are covered, and hence oat of sight. 
"Blessed is he ... whose sin is covered" (Paa. xxxii. 1). The lid of 
the ark, the mercy-seat, the propitiatory, covered the two tables of 
the law that were therein, and upon the mercy-seat, as well as before it, 
the blood was sprinkled. So the atonement of our Lord Je3us Christ 
covers the sins of His peaple :-

" My Saviour's obedience and blood·, 
HiJ!e a.II my transgressions from view." 

Micah says (chap. vii. 19), "Thou wilt cast all their !!ins into the 
depths of the sea." We may sing to the Lord, concerning our sins, as 
Moses saug concerning Pharaoh and his hosts: "The sea covered them; 
they sank as lead in the mighty waters." 

" Sunk, e.s in e. shoreless flood, 
Lost, e.s in e. Se.viour·s blood, 
Zion, 0 how blessed e.rt thou ! 
Justified from a.II things now." 

God has removed our sins from His judicial memory. He says, " I will 
not remember thy sins" (Isa. xliii. 25) ; and, "I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more" (Jer. xxxi. 3-!). lo 
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a word, their sins are completely removed from all true believers, for 
they are" made the righteousness of God" in Christ Jesus. 

This troth apprehended by faith, and experienced in the heart, con
stitutes a rea.lly blessed man. To lay hold of this more completely, and 
hold it with increasing tenacity, is the desire of the writer. May it be 
the li,ing experience of those who read this short paper, and ·writer and 
readers will then unitedly glorify God, and each worshipfully cry, 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, who has removed thy transgressions as far 
from thee as the east is from the west." 

CHRIST BY OUR BEDS OF PAIN. 
" But wa.rm, sweet, tender, even yet 

A present Help is Be ; 
And faith ha.s still its Olivet, 

And love its G&lilee. 

The healing of His seamless dress 
Is by our beds of pain; 

We touch Him in life's throng and press, 
And we are whole again." 

"Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness/'-Ps&. xii. 3. 

THIS, which is a Psalm of David, was evidently written during a 
period of prolonged sickness. His prostrate condition proved a 

source of satisfaction to hie enemies, who hoped that the malady would 
prove fatal, and spake evil of him, saying, "When will he die, and his 
name perish ? " One in particular, who may have been Ahithophel, is 
mentioned as being especially treacherous. He visited the sick saint, 
but bis words were those of a specious hypocrite, who merely came to 
gloat over the sorrow he witnessed, and, when he went abroad, mali
ciously reported what he had observed, to others. 

The basene.ss of these wicked men, however, only served to bring into 
bold and beautifnl relief the lovingkindness of his God, both to His 
afflicted servant and to those who sincerely sympathised with him and 
showed a brotherly interest in him in his season of trouble. As these 
befriended God's servant, so the Lord would befriend them, and, should 
they also be laid low by disease, would " make all their beds in their 
sickness." 

We ha,e thus brought before us the condescension and the compre
hemiveness of Jehovah's care towards a suffering saint. 

I. Kote its CONDESCENSION. In Titus iii. 4 a remarkab!e trait in 
the character of our God is mentioned. Where in our Bibles we read 
of His love or pity toward man, the Holy Ghost employs the word 
philanthropy, and we might, without hesitation, read-" the kindness 
and philanthropy of God our Saviour appeared." 

Behold, in the passage before us, these in the beauty and grace of 
their rare and tender condesceruion ! The office of a bedmaker is a 
,ery lowly one; this, however, God here undertakes to perform for His 
people. In His providence He provides a couch and sends affectionate 
friends to peform this ministration of affection ; but Faith looks beyond 
human agent.I! to the Great First Cause, and blesses God for what His 
Ion originates and performs. 
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" He overrules 11,ll modal things, 
And manages our mean affairs, 

On h1Jmble souls the King of kings 
Bestows His counsels 11,qd His cares." 

I I. Agaio, we surely here see the CO.MPREHENSIVENESS of our 
heavenly Father's kindness. He can so deal with us as to give re3t to 
the whole of our complex nature, and is thns said to " make all our bed 
in our sickness." He can give repose to the aching bones and the weary 
flesh. Some are wondrously skilful in softening a hard and hot pillow, 
and imparting a refreshing elasticity to the couch on which a sick man 
lies. Human love has, however, its limits. We often have the will, but 
lack the power, to render effectual help. Too frequently the bed and 
pillow grow hard and unrestful once more. He, however, can so arrange 
for us, that that on which we recline becomes delightful and comforting. 
We can but wish and pray that natural sleep may be p-anied to a 
sufferer. "He giveth His beloved sleep." 

Again, He can so compose a pillow that the weary head may obtain 
s. blessed quietude, though. pr~viously distracted with anxious cares. 
"The peace of God which passeth all understanding keeps" both " the 
heart and the mind." Thus "He is kept in perfect peace who,e mind 
.is stayed on Him, because he trusteth in Him." • 

Yet, further; spiritual anxiety often banishes sleep, and no couch can 
prove a resting-place when "the sorrows of death· compass us, and the 
pains of hell get hold upon us ; " but He, who " had not where to rest 
His. head," has. prepared a perfect resting-place for the spirits of His 
distreEsed people .. He will give them rest-nay, more, He is our Rest,
and the soul in which the Holy Ghoet bas aroused a sense of solicitude 
.and sorrow for sin wiJI surely, as the poet bas said, 

"Find in Him 11, resting-place," 

and "have peace with God through om Lord Jesus Christ." 
The bleesedness of the text, of course, extends to the last hour on 

earth of the dear saint of God. • 
" Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soft 11,s downy pillows are, 
While on His breast I lean my head, 

And breathe my life out sweetly there." 

This Faith anticipates with confidence :-
" When called to meet the King of dread, 

Should love compose my dying bed, 
And grace my soul Rustain, 

Then, ere I quit this mortal clay, 
I'll raise my fainting voice and say, 

'Let grace triumphant reign.'" 

-From The f,urrey Tabernacle Witness. 

Tm: spiritual riches of the poorest saints infinitely transcend the 
temporal riches of all the wicked men in the world (John iv. 13, 14). 

PRAYER is the best piece of the Christian's armour, and trouble of 
,·arious kinds is the best eand-paper to keep bis armour bright.
Henry Fowler. 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

THE STORMY WIND. 
"He w&lketh upon the wings of the wind."-Ps&lm civ. 3. 

UTE may thank God for the wind. The universe is full of windows 
l'l through which the thoughtful mind may look out, and Eee the 

Great King pass by. All nature cries "God is good I" And the wind 
sounds this out with its strong bass notes. All God's works praise Him. 
They all respond to His commands, none of which are "grievoue," but 
"righteous.'' As we walk upon the earth, the heavens say," We show 
forth His glory," and the purple firmament, "I show forth His handi
work." The ever-changing and many-coloured clouds say, "We are His 
chariots," and " I the garment with which He covereth Himself," saith 
the light. The waters respond," He laid the beams of His chamber in 
us." "H_e reneweth my youth," saith the eagle as he darts through the 
immensjt;.y of heaven. "He hears my young when they cry," saith the 
raven. The wild goats declare, "The high hills He gave us for a 
refuge," and the grasshopper, "He blessed me with the dew." "He 
quenched my thirst," said tle wild deer. "We are His ministers," 
saith the little brooks and the mountain torrents. " He sent us to 
purify," saith the lightnings. '' I worship Him in still repose," saith 
the night ; and we too, saith the mountains, for "He weigheth us in 
scales." "He makes me like a giant to run a race," saith the sun ; and 
the stormy wind, like the sound of a great Amen declare, "He walketh 
upon my wings." • 

Was ever such a mighty chorus hrnrd? All God's works praise 
Him, but let His saints bless Him, even for the wind. 

The wind brings the warming beam, and the cleansing shower ; it 
swallows up impurities and brings health ; it invigorates the young bud, 
and awakens tle young bird. Botanists tell us it communicates to the 
atmosp1ere that which gives the velvety coat to the peach, and the 
delicious taste to the strawberry ; it helps to perfume the rose, and 
scent the lily. It sometimes bears God's judgments abroad in the earth, 
but it wafts HIB mercies likewi.l'e, and it fulfils His word. Take for 
example the case of Jonah. In opposition to God's comma~d, ~e 
refused to go to Nineveh, and went into a ship to go to Tarshieh, m 
order to flee, as he vainly thought, from the presence of the Lord. 
'' But the Lord sent out a great wind into the eea ; and there was _a 
mighty tempest in the sea." Jonah's purpose was frustrat_ed; his 
disobedience was punished. A great lesson was given not to him only 
but to all who sailed with him ; be was prepared by a strange and s~rong 
discipline for his Mission of Repentance to Nineveh ; and the _mighty 
wind that changed bis life and career has been recorded for the instruc
tion of all lovers of the Word of God, as a memorable instance of the 
Lord's dealings, never to be forgotten by His Church. 

Turn now to the Gospele, and we shall find in the Saviour's own 
history some remarkable instances of the wind obeying His voice. _ 

On one occa.eion when the diEciples in their little fishing boat, were 
abroad on the waters of the Lake of Galilee, storm and tempest arose. 
"The ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with the waves; 
fo:: the wind was contrary" (Matt. xiv). Then it was that Jesus came 
to them walking on the waters, and at His voice, as soon as He and 
Peter bad entered into the ship " the wind ceaEed," that wind which had 
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indeed been contrary to the disciples before, but was only fulfilling 
M an obedient servant, the commands of its Lord; both when it raged, 
and when it fell. 

A similar storm is described by Mark and the other Evangelists, as 
being experienced by the other disciples on the same sea, when the 
Saviour was on board their veBBel, but asleep on a pillow. How grand 
was the rising r He spoke to the angry elements as their Lord and 
Master. He rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, " Peace, be still, 
and the wind ceased, and there was a great calm" (Mark iv.)-a calm 
not more great and solemn, more peaceful than that which His Spirit 
breathes into the heart, when His voice is heard saying, "Peace be 
still" to the tempest of passion and rebellion, and His own presence in 
the chastened soul tells that the storm of affliction bas led to the cry for 
mercy never raised to Him in vain. 

A VrLI,AGE PA8TOR. 

TRANSFIGURED LIVES. 
BY w. ROWTON-PARKER. 

"Keep thy bee.rt with a.11 diligence, for out of it are the issues of life."
Prov. iv. 23. 

HOLY thoughts are the fruit of grace, and always tend to transfigure 
the life. What we habitually think has largely to do with the 

building up of our character. Our hearts are the quarries in which 
blocks are fashioned for the building up of a holy temple meet for the 
indwelling Spirit. In so far as our thoughts and meditations are good, 
beautiful, true, pure, loving and gentle, our lives will grow up into 
Christ-likeness. 

But one says, " I am not able of myself to think a good thought." 
True, but the Spirit is engaged to " help our infirmities," so that grace 
can do what to nature is impossible. A learned Professor tells of a 
young lady whose character ripened into rare beauty-one of the 
loveliest lives" that ever bloomed on earth." About her neck she always 
wore a little locket : but no one was allowed to open it, or to know i~ 
contents. Once, however, in a time of dangerous illness, a friend was 
permitted to look within it, who found therein the words, "Whom 
having not seen, ye love." This was the secret of her transfigured life
love to the unseen Christ, and continual meditation on Him. The same 
love, warm, tender, earnest, glowing in the heart day by day, and year 
after year, will transfigure any life into heavenly beauty and supernal 
grace. 

But God does not give grace indiscriminately, as He imparts His 
sunshine, pouring it out on all alike. He gives His spiritual blessings 
with judgment, and invests us with strength according to our need. 
His eye is ever on us, in tender, watchful love, and what we need, He 
gives. He gives "grace for grace," and according to the use we make 
of His grace, thus given, He incre11ses it-grace upon grace. Not a 
large store in advance of our requirements, but always in due season, 
according to our need. It may not be just as we wish, but it is 
invariably such as His unerring wisdom sees best. Thus, He keeps us 
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in dependence upon, and in touch with Himself, Thi~ looking to 
Christ transforms us into His likeness, and transfigures the whole life. 

The old Monks were wont to gaze upon the Crucifix, till they 
believed that the print of the nails came into their hands and feet, and 
the thorn-scars into their brow as they beheld it. This was a delusion, 
arising from a heated imagination, and yet there is the shadow of a 
great spiritual truth in this fallacy. Gazing by faith upon Christ, the 
lines of His beauty do, indeed, become imprinted upon our hearts. This 
is the meaning of the apostle's words:-" We all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the 
same image." The Go1,pel of His !Sovereign grace and redemptive love 
is the mirror. There we eee the image of Christ. If we earnestly, 
prayerfully, continuously and lovingly behold this, the effect will be the 
changing of our own lives into R is likenefs. The traneformation ie 
wrought by the Holy Spirit, while our part is only to behold, end to 
continue beholding the glorious and transcendent beauty. 

We sit before the camera, and our own picture is printed on the 
prepared glass. We sit before Christ, and thus become-as it were
ourselves the camera, and His pnre image is reflected on our souls. 
Have you, my reader, not found it so ? Multitudes of the saints have, 
and are enaaled to rejoice in this bleEsed fact, as an evidence of God's 
electing grace. May God make it the inwrought experience of each of 
HiB chosen ones whose eyes shall glance at these words I • 

ON GROWING OLD. 

THEY ce.Jl it "going down the bill" when we are growing old, 
And speak with mournful accents when our tale is nearly told . 
They sigh when talking of the past, the days that used to be, 
As if the future we.a not bright with immortality. 

But oh I it is not going down, 'tis climbing higher and higher 
Until we almost see the mansions that our souls desire; 
For, if the natural eye grows dim, it is but dim to ee.rtb, . 
While the eye of faith grows keener to perceive the Saviour's worth, 

Who would exchange for shooting blade, the waving golden grain 
Or when the corn is fully ripe, would wish it green age.in? 
And who would wish the hoary head, found in the we.y of truth, 
To be again encircled with the sunny locks of youth? 

For though in truth the outward man must perish and decay, 
The inward man she.II be renewed by grace from day to day; 
They who a.re planted by the Lord, unshaken by their root, 
E'en in old age she.II flourish still, and still bring forth their fruit. 

It is not years that make men old, the spirit may be young, 
Though for the" threescore years and ten," the wheels of life have run; 
God has Himself recorded in His blessed Word of T1uth, 
That they that we.it upon the Lord they shall renew their youth. 

And when the eyes now dim, she.II open to behold the King, 
And ears now dull with age, shall hear the harps of Heaven ring, 
And on the head now hoary, shall be placed the crown of gold, 
Then shall be known the le.sting joy of never growing old. 
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CHRIST, A RANSOM FOR ALL. 
BY A. E. REALFF. 

"WHO GAVE HIMSELF A RANSOM for a.II, to ba tastifiad in dua tima," or" the 
testimony to be barne in its own times," R. V.-1 Tim. ii. 6. 

THIS follows an exhort.ation to Christians to make " supplications, 
prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks" for" all sorts and con

ditions of men," which is enforced by a reference to the world-wide 
range of the saving purposes of God. The lines of grace and blood in
clude men of all nations ; all grades of social position ; all degrees of 
moral excellence or deformity ; all stages of ment~I development or 
intellectual degredation ; and all ages, from the prattling child to the 
hoary sinner on the verge of life's solemn close. 

This truth appr~hended, we shall be in a position to study the great 
Ben~factor, the unparalleled Action, the favoured People, and the promised 
Testimony-here presented to our notice. To the com,ideration of the 
first two, attention is now invited. 

1.-Tms MUNIFICENT BENEFACTOR was, as we learn from the con
text,'' The Man Christ Jesus," ... '' the one Mediator between God 
and men." Here then we have Deity and humanity in marvellous con
junction and union. He who in the ineffable majesty of His primeval 
glory was "in the form of God (and) thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God, made Himself of no repntation, and took npon Him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likene@s of men." "The Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us." "Forasmuch as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the 
same," linking His eternal Godhead with His spotless humanity by the 
mystery of His holy incarnation, and thus becoming " Emmanuel, God 
with us." How supremely important is it to be led by the Holy Spirit 
into a correct, though necessarily a feeble and imperfect apprehension 
of the glory of the complex person of the Son of the living God! 

Observe His office, so unique in its grandeur and grace. He is here 
styled the "One," the sole, the supreme, the all-sufficient "Mediator 
between God and men." He only was competent to occupy this position, 
or to perform the acts which devolve on Him who fills it. His com
plexity, the incomprehensible union of two natures so essentially remote 
in His one person, however, formed the nnchallengeable ground of His 
fitness and efficiency as Mediator. Being God, He could meet all Divine 
requirements, and satisfy all the claims of Divine and unimpeachable 
justice. As Man, He could represent the objects of His love and care; 
take their place in the performance of their unfulfilled duties, and bear 
the just punishment of their sins, and satisfy every yearning of their 
resUess and longing hearts. 

" Archangels leave their high abode, 
To lee.rn new mysteries hEire, and tell 

The love of our descending God, 
The glories of Emme.nuel." 

II.-Of this Munificent Benefactor A GLORIOUS ACTION rs RECORDED, 
an action unique and, unparalleled even in the annals of Divine love, 
"He gave HIMSELF." 

l' 
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At once, we arc arrested by the costliness of this great donation. 
The gifts we make, rarely involve or necessitate much self-denial. We 
may pa.rt with many things, without greatly missing or feeling the loss 
of what we place at the disposal of others, but here the most glorious of 
all persons is represented as making the greatest gift which even He had 
in His power to bestow. He gave His all-so to speak-for He gave 
Himself. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though He was rich yet for your sakes He became poo1·, that ye, through 
His poverty mil!'ht be rich." 

This gift accorded wi:th His cov1Jnant en_qagemenfs before the founda
tion of the world : for in ancient times He spoke in the language of 
prophecy, clearly anticipating what was to occur. "The Lord God hath 
opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back ; I 
gave my ha.ck to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off 
the hair; I hid not my face from shame and spitting." How it enhances 
the grace of the Lord Jesus to know that His shame and sufferings were, 
is every detail, so fully foreseen I 

"He gave Him.elf." This indicates His willin_q surrender. To 
1,ubmit, without active resistance, to insult and ignominy is one thing : 
to acquiesce in such treatment of oneself, is another, and this the Lord 
Jesus did, or never conld He have been so cruelly used. 

How wonderful was the concealment of His Divine glory beneath 
the lowly exterior of His humanity. Had it pleased Him, He might 
have continually displayed the wondrous lustre of His Godhead, but He 
permitted this to be hidden behind'' the veil-that is to say, His flesh." 
Contemplate His career from the first-His infancy, His youth, His 
manhood-in each stage, there was the "hiding of His power." At 
times indeed, He permitted it to flash forth, as at His transfiguration, 
and His apprehension, when He infused such supernatural majesty into 
the words, "I am He," that those who had been sent to take Him 
"went backward, and fell to the ground." But He immediately 
recalled this manifestation of His power, and gave Himself up to men 
of rough hands and cruel hearts. This emphasises the grace implied in 
our text-for had the princes of this world perceived how supremely 
great He was "they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." His 
immovable purpose, however, necessitated that He should place Himself 
at their disposal, and He thus veiled His eternal majesty that Heaven 
might display its eternal mercy," He gave Himself." 

"He gave" His in.finitely glorious "self." This was the great 
expression of " the wonderful love of His heart." Love in its essence is 
generous, and delights in giving-though not infrequently its desires 
exceed its capacity. The love of Jesus, however, was able to express 
itself to the extent of its desire, and He withheld nothing that our 
welfare demanded. "He loved the Church, and gave Himself for it." 
He" loved me, and gave Himself for me." Measure then, the greatnees 
of His person ; estimate, if you can, how precious He Himself is ; then, 
and not till then, will you know what His love is, for in giving Himself 
He afforded a commensurate expression of" His great love wherewith 
He bath loved us." 

Fellow-believer, consider this. " He was delivered for our offences, 
and wee raised again for our justification," "made sin for us who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him," sub-
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jected to sorrow untold and suffering unknown that we might obt1in 
the blessings of pardon and peace now, and the fulness of joy hereafter. 

" Seo how the patient J esue stands, 
Insulted in His lowest case I 

Sinners he.ve bound the Almighty's hands, 
And spit in their Cree.tor's fe.ce." 

We advance and observe that this anguish, ignominy, and blood
shedding were necessary. To this end was He born-to give " Himself 
A RANSOM." Tile word in the original denotes "the price paid for 
releasing anyone from punishment, captivity, or death.",.. This affords 
an impressive view of the nature and design of the Lord's death. God's 
elect family were" sold under sin," and "by nature the children of 
wrath even as others." "Shall," then, "the prey be taken from the 
mighty; shall the lawful captive be delivered?" Yes. One has paid 
the full ransom price, " Christ bath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law," paying to the full what was claimed· by imp:i.rtial equity, "being 
made a curse for us," no more no less, and so His beloved Church was 
redeemed, or bought back, "from sin's tremendous curse and sha::ne." 
Our sins constituted a tremendous debt, for which Divine justice must 
be satisfie:l. Hence the Almighty could not "spare" even His beloved 
Son when He stood in our place. We had nothing wherewith we could 
discharge it, but our blessed and faithful Surety came forward and paid 
the whole. Yes, we "were not redeemed with corruptible things as 
silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb with
out blemish and without spot.'' In Him, therefore, " we have 
redemption through Ris blood, even the forgiveness of sins," for He 
"gave Himself for us that He might redeem ns from all ini(]_uity." 
Thus with mingled sorrow and gratitude, we sing :-

11 We re.n the score to lengths extreme, 
But all the debt we.s charged on Him." 

The Favoured People, involving the important question of the 
teaching of our text on the extent of Redemption, and the Promised 
Testimony, will (n.v.) be the themes of a subsequent }Ieditation. 

THE LORD'S SUPPER-HOW SHOULD THE BREAD 
BE BROKEN? 

11 In the multitude of counsellors there is safety."-Prov. n. U. 

ON page 138, we invited brethren of experience to forward their 
opinions on this subject. Three have responded. 

Mr. Jas. Taylor, of Gobowen, Shropshire, in a thoughtful letter-
1. Trusts that no discussion on methods of administering the Lord"s 

Supper may cause us to lose sight of its spiritual significance-our 
fellowship with Christ and the members of the assembled Church, as one 
in Him. 

"The Greek word anti-lutron signifies "loosing money,'' a sum paid and 
accepted for letting loose or setting free, and equivalent payment in recompence, 
and implying the substitution in suffering punishment of one person for 
another. Bullinger, Aliord, Bloomfield, etc.-AUTHOR's NOTE. 
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2. He would render hrns artos in 1 Cor. x. 17, "one loaf ; " but 
draws attention to the fact the.t an English half-quartern loaf differs in 
size and shape from that which our Lord must he.ve employed when 
instituting this sacred Rite, and which mi~ht have been easily" broken'' 
with " all becoming grace and reverence.' 

~- He deplores that our Churches seem to have adopted diverse 
ways of administration, according to their own judgment, without 
reference to Scripture at all, as if the matter were of little or no 
importance. "Cutting " the bread, he thinks, "must be ruled out as 
unscriptural, having no authority in the New Testament." 

4. He deems it clear that the" bread" should not be broken by the 
worshippers severally, since it is said, "This is My body which is 
broken for you," huper humon, not "by you : " and "take, eat," Labete, 
f agete, not " break, eat." 

Our brother, Charles Cornwell, of Brixton, whose re.re knowledge of 
Holy Writ, devotion to the"truth and long services as a Minister of 
Christ, entitle his opinions to high regard, pleads for cutting rather 
than breaking the bread. 

1. Bece.nse manipulating it (possibly with a hot hand) is objec
tionable. 

2. Because he conceives that undue emphasis is ordinarily laid on 
the word" breaking," which among Orientals was simply the common 
way of dividing food at meals, the use of knives for this purpose being 
infrequent, if not unknown. See Jer. xvi. 7 (margin); Matt. xiv. 19, 
compared with John vi. 11 ; Mark vi. 41 ; Luke xxiv. 30,' and Acts 
xxvii. 35 ; in all of which the breaking of bread is referred to as a social, 
and not as a religious act. 

3. Becaase, though he admits that the breaking of the bread is 
appropriately symbolical of the nature of the Lord's sufferings and the 
manner of His death, he deems the act of cutting quite as forcible an 
emblem. The burnt-offering of Lev. i. 6-which is typical of Christ-:
was "cut into pieces ; " and Isaiah predicts that the Messiah should be 
"cut off out of the land of the living " (liii. 8) ; and Daniel, that He 
should be" cut off, but not for Himself" (ix. 26). He therefore thinks 
that "cutting ~• equally with " breaking " the bread at the Communion 
sets forth the truth in relation to the manner and the object of the 
death of Christ. 

4. To the contention that there should be one, and but one loaf ex
posed to the view of those present at the commencement of their act of 
worship, to symbolise the one Saviour and tbe unity of His saints in 
Hllil, our brother also urges that were many Christians present, this 
would not be practicable, and that, therefore, the point should not be 
pressed as essential. 

Again, our dear friend, George Ruffell (the "Rafus" of bygone 
years;', while expressing gratitude for the "timely and tender remarks" 
on pages 136-8, questions the seemliness of three or four deacons 
crowding round the table to assist the brother who is preAiding, to 
break tl.te bn,ad. Many considerations, he thinks, pleads for the per
formance of the service by one person only, and the avoidance of 
every~hing which might divert the attention of the Communicants. 

He further adverts to the impropriety of worshippers taking the 
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bread with gloved hancls; and strongly iasists that this practice should 
be wholly abandoned. 

In conclusion, we would thank these correspondents, whose honest 
and intelligent remarks will assuredly prove belpfnl to the spiritually-
minded. • 

We agree with all in thinking that the decorum of the whole service 
is important, and should have more consideration than it often receives. 

As to "cutting" rather than "breakiag" the bread, fair arguments 
on both sides are before our readers. 

The word "cut" in Isa. liii. 8, and Dan. ix. 26, is evidently a 
metaphorical expression, based on the cuttiog down of 11.· 'tree, and indi
cates a sudden and immature death rather than prolonged and intense 
previous sufferings, followed by a painful and shamefnl one; and can 
therefore hardly be regarded as exhaustively pourtraying the sncce,sion 
of events connected with our Lord's "giving His life a ransom for the 
many." 

This, however, His own expression, "My body, which is broken for 
you," dots ; and hence, with Dr. Gill, we regard the breaking of the 
bread as essential to the sacred symbolism of this divinely anthori~ed 
ceremony. 

The difficulty of the one loaf being insufficient for a large gathering 
of worshippers, is identical with that which might be raised in connection 
with the cup, which iil always reg,1rded as one, though two or four 
are commonly employed. Imperative circumstances affect all arrange
ments in this time-state. We must therefore adhere as closely as 
possible to God's Word ; maintain the spirituality of this act of worship, 
and repudiate the error of Sacramentalism ; while we sing : 

"Thy body, broken for my se.ke, 
My bree.d from heaven shall be; 

The testamental cup I Lake, 
And thus REMEMBER THEE.'' 

SUNSET RAYS. 
"They see Jeans walking on the see., and drawing nigh untQ them.''

J ohn,vi. 19. 

THIS was the hour of nature's darkness, and the disciples were 
afraid ; and so, Oh soul! it is with thee when thou seest not Jesus, 

but fear not; thy fears arise because of the infirmity of the flesh. Jesus 
draweth nigh, and will speak to thee: "It is I, be not afraid." And 
all through thy life in the flesh on earth, it shall be so, doubts and fears, 
and heavenly blessings ; the felt presence of God, and the by-faith
realised joys of heaven. And when heart and flesh shall fail, Jesus 
Himself will draw nigh, reach out His hand, speak peace to thy eoul, 
saying, "Be of good cheer, it is I ; be not afraid." "Receive the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."
A Garden Labourer. 
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WHY NO ONE WOULD llUHY HIM. 

ALL that knew our late brother, William Knibb Dextei-, will reco.11 
how admirably he related an anecdote. One recurs to us, touching 

Lord Lush and C. H. Spurgeon, who occasionally spent a social hour 
t'lg, ther. 

L. L. : "0, by the way, Mr. Spurgeon, there is a case in our neigh
bourhood on which I should like your opinion." 

C. H. S. : "State it; but it must be a difficult one if your judglllent 
needs my corroboration." 
. L. L._: '"Well, it is hardly a legal question. There is.a poor man 
m my neighbourhood whom no Clergyman will bury, and I don't think 
that a Dissenting Minister would either. Now, 1vduld you?" 

C. H. S. : "Certainly. I should be careful as to what I said. I 
would not commiL a sinner to the grave • in sure and certain hope,' as I 
should the redeemed dust of a really godly man. But humanity pleads 
that some sort of kindness should be shown. Y-e-s, I certainly should 
bury him." • 

L. L. : "I don't think you wonld." 
C. H. S. : "Why, pray? " 
L. L. (wi:th a quiet chuckle) : "Why, BECAUSE HE ISN'T DEAD, to be 

sure ! " 
What followed, onr deponent could not say. 
On this story, however, a lesson may be based: TO BURY NONE 

BEFORK THEY .A.RE DEAD. This applies to-
r. CHRISTIANS THAT H.A.VE FALLEN INTO SIN. Many such were 

once bright, happy, earnest, and useful members of our communities; 
but they slipped and fell. Their brethren judged and excluded them. 
Their names were eraEed from the Church-book. All looked askance at 
them. Harsh thoughts prevailed. They were hypocrites from the first. 
They joined God's people from sinister motives-to promote their own 
interestE and improve their circumstances. Brother A. always felt that 
there was n0 unction in the man's prayers. Brother B. was never really 
conscions of soul-union with him. Brother C. recalls "this" and 
"that" which he didn't mention at the time, but which, sbrelll'd man 
that he is, "he noticed." Sister D. "never could abear him." Let him 
go then-drift into despondency or despair, rush back into the world, or 
plunge into foul sin-what matters it? Dig his religious grave-bury 
him-shovel in the clods. 

Are we sure, however, that he is dead1 The cry, "A man over
board ! " is said always to constrain the Captain of au oeean liner to 
slacken its course ; while every eye is strained to watch the black speck 
on tbe surging waters. How few, however, aim at the recovery of 
Christians who are sinking in the sea of shame and degradation. The 
Bible enjoins this. Brotherly love pleads for it. The Master's honour 
enforces it, but most of us attend the moral funeral of a religious 
professor with complacent hearts. 

II. This is also RELEVANT TO THE CASE OF SUBMERGED MINISTERS. 
How sad are tbe records of many once prominent, popular and largely
owned servants of God ! Their people made fools of them, and, as an 
inevitable consequence, they made fools of thellleelves. Their path 
was full of traps, into one or more of which they unguardedly fell. 
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Alcohol; "carnal lusts which war against the soul ; " dishonesty, almost 
forced on /hem by the dire distress of domeiltic circumstances ; or pride, 
manifested by " uppishness" and an unconciliatory spirit, causing 
pleasant relations to be strained till they broke,-thus they have 
gone wrong, and their work, so auspiciously begun, has come to an 
untimely end. 

Often have we heard the pitiful story of which the chief marvel 
was the callousness of the Christians formerly associated with the 
unhappy transgressors, and the hopelessness of the verdict passed on 
t,heir character and conduct. "They never were sincere." "Loaves 
and fishes were their only motive." "Their thoughts were derived from 
'dead men's brains' and their earnestness' put on.'" "There always was a 
something: and I had my own ideas from the first," cry many of 
their quondam champions; while all agree that their Christian 
reputation cannot be retrieved and their ministry should never be 
resumed. "Bory them ''-out of mind and out of sight. 

Doeil then the old Book contain nothing about the ministry of 
restoration ? The only passage in the Old Testament in which the 
conversion o[ sinners by gracious instrumentality is directly men
tioned, expresses the hope of future usefulness entertained by a fallen 
saint who had been guilty of reprehensible idleness, and lust, and 
murder (Psa. Ii. 13). Peter's unique ministry was, again, to be the 
outgrowth of his awful fall (Luke xxii. 32). Who shall despair when 
God gives encouragement? 

Not long since the writer received a communication from a brother 
(not one of ourselves), whom a large Confraternity had excluded for, we 
must admit, a good and sufficient reason ; but none had offered him an 
outstretched hand, or enquired into his circumstances in the day of his 
distress, or sought by word or action to help and reinstate him. He 
sinned, and must suffer. Let him lie forgotten in the tomb of disgrace 
and oblivion. 

"Ye which are spiritual, restore such an one, in the spirit of meek
ness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." " If any of you 
do err from the truth, and one convert him, ... he shall save a soul 
from death." Our Je3son also applies to-

III. AGED AND RETIRED MINISTERS WHOSE DAYS OF ACTIVE 
SERVICE ARE OVER. lEsop relates that a hound whom age and feeble
ness had rendered unserviceable, once ailowed the deer to escape in the 
chase. His. master was about to strike him, when the honest old 
creature barked out this apology, "Do not treat your poor old servant 
thus. It is not my heart and inclination, but my strength and speed 
that fail ml'. If what I am now, gives you no pleasure, pray remember 
what I once was." 

Flagrant ingratitude to our aged Ministers is not perhaps our crying 
sin, but we are prone to bury them by suffering them to be altoge~her 
forgotten long ere the last summons comes. Age has its privileges, but 
its privations are many. Old friends die; formel' associations cease; 
the memo1·y of days bygone, though grateful, has its bitterness : and 
"the shinina shore bevond the river" is not always so clear "to faith ·s 
foreseeing eye " as to inake the prospect bright. The daily pile of letters 
on the breakfast table, pressing invitations to service, appeals for counsel, 
kindly mementos, are things of the past., and old hearts mournfully regret 



212 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

the change. " Hardly any one writes to me now." " If J attend a 
meeting, I may sit in silence : none wish to hear my voice," sigh the 
veterans of fourscore, who in their prime did yeoman's service. 

We thus hury them by suffering them to remain in seclusion and 
solitude, and even in some cases in actual need of t,he necessaries of life. 
The dead know not anything, ' and do not require the activities or love: 
but "thine own friend and thy father's friend fort1ake not." A few 
days since we were informed by the widow of a Minister, who once stood 
high in popular regard, that during the last three months of her husband's 
life they would almost have wanted bread but for help received from the 
fund so graciously managed by our brother Edward Mitchell. 

This, perhaps, concerns our own Eection of the Church less than· 
others, owing to the deaths of so many of our colleagues in early man
hood or m1d-lifo, during the last thirty years. R. Bax, H. Boulton, 
J. Box, T. Boxell, H. Brown, - Chipcha~e, J. Cooler, Adam Dalton, 
J. H. Dearsly, W. K. Dexter, - Fairhurst, H. Haydoo,'W. Hazelton, 
F. King, E. Langford, R. A. Lawrence, C. Masterson, - Moat, G. W. 
Shepherd, W. K. Squirrell, J.B. Warren, G. Webb, and T. Voysey, all 
left ns in comparative youth and vigour. Our veterans are, therefore, 
few. Some, however, remain, and claim our remembrance and the 
ministry of brotherly kindnes~. 

Sometimes, moreover, zce bury the lii-ing by referring to them as if 
they had actually passed au:ay. Page 59 of this volume, for instance, 
contains a report of the closing of a well-known building for public 
worship. Our hearts were touched. We thought of many whom we 
had met within those walls; but what meant the allusion to the 
"sweet preaching" of" the late Chas. Hill, of Suffolk." Our dear friend, 
the preacher, should not have buried this grand old Champion of the 
truth; and '' WHY i' BECAUSE HE ISN'T DEAD," but alh·e, though in his 
83rd year, keenly susceptible to kindness and sympathy, und Eo circum
stanced that a generous respome from all friends to the Appeal on our 
wrapper will prove real and much-welcomed asEistance, and cause an 
" old disciple " joy as he recogniees a new token of the faithfulness ot 
his covenant God and Father. 

SPIRITUAL MAGNETISM, OR LESSONS FROM 
THE LOADSTONE. 

BY J. A. GEE. 

MORE than three thousand years ago, a shepherd, while ~nding. his 
flock, noticed that the iron top of his crook was drawn m a curto~B 

way to a mass of black-looking mineral which was lying near. This 
proved to be a variety of the ore from which iron is o~tained, and,_on 
further trial, it was found to poEsess the power of uttradtng ( or draw1~g 
to itself) any smaller object made of this metal. This happened m 
Magnesia, in Thessaly. Hence this remarkable substance, wherever met 
with, was known as Magnetic rock-though now, ordinarily called, load
stone. 
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Not only will a fritgment of it attract any smaller article of iron or 
i;teel, but this, when stroked with, orr □bbed upon it, ac<1uires the similar 
property of drawing to itself aoythi11g composed of the same metal. 

In this paper we shall style a piece of loadstone a natumt ma_r;net 
while by the term, an artificial magnet, we shall describe any iron or 
steel object to which this power belongs-because it is marle by human 
art. 

To the most common form of these, the word hor.se-shoe magnet is 
applied, although such really more resemble a capital U slightly pinched 
together at the top. 

To Bowe ·racts connected with the natural magnet, and the metallic 
ones, with which most children are familiar, our readers' attention will 
be invited-and we sball seek to trace som~ interesting analogies, or points 
of resemblance, between these and other objects and facts wbich are less 
obvious, but of a fat· more important character. 

We notice that the peculiar power or the loads/one is not diminished, 
however many magnets are made by its means. It thus differs from 
several other substances which !use their virtue, as it is diffused. Many 
aromatic gums and sweet spices, for instance, in time cease to retain 
their original fragrance. Flowers which, when fresh. exhale u sweet 
perfume, become in time wholly scentless. Camphor wastes till it emirely 
evaporates, but the loadstone, while it, con'ltantly invests other objects 
with its own characteristic property, retains its plenitude of power, and 
is never impoverished by what it imparts. 

May we not then-with the utmost reverence-regard the loadstone 
as a beautiful symbol of its infinitely great and glorious Creator-e,er 
exerting Bis beneficent influence ; ever supplying strength ; ever dis
pensing gifts-yet retaining the undiminished and inexhaustible 
resource3 from which these proceed. Never do these need renewal; 
never does He require, as the Giver of all good, to recoup or replenish 
Himself after the most majestic efforts of His heart and arm. "He 
fainteth not, neither is weary." '' He that keepeth Israel shall neither 
slumber nor sleep.'' "Twice have I heard this, that power belongeth 
unto God," and what shall exhaust omnipotence ? 

"Thee, mighty God, whose matchless power 
Is ever new and ever young : 

And firm endures while endless years 
Their everlasting circles run. 

From Thee, the overflowing Spring, 
Our souls shall drink a fresh supply; 

While such as trust their native strength 
Shall melt away and droop and die." 

These considerations may also help to a fuller appreciation of the 
grace and greatness of the Master,'' in whom it bath pleased the Father 
that all fulness should dwell." We need never shrink from ascribing 
glory, in its pre-eminent significance, to the" Well-beloved," and may, 
with worshipful hearts, extend the present analogy to Him, from who~e 
'· fulneEs all we recei,e." The exalted Saviour '' has the dew of Bis 
youth." Time wri1es no wrinkles on that fair brow. Eternity will not 
affect the perennial energy of that mighty heart. He lives, loves and 
exe1·cises the ministry of the upper _sanctuar_y, "after the _power of an 
endleEs life," and strea'llB of unceasmg blessmg flow contmually from 
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Him as the undiminished and undiminishing fountain of gracious 
influence and help. 

"A fulness resides in Jesus our Head, 
And ever abides to answer our need; 
The Father's good p'ee.sure he.th le.id up in store, 
A plentiful tree.sure to give to the poor." 

( To be continued.) 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

IY.-SoUTH LoNDON.-continued. 

O'>LY about three yea~R of Dr. Rippon's long ministry were spent in New 
P_ark ~t~eet Che.pel,_wh1ch (e.e we saw_last month) was opened in 1833, while 
lns m1mstry ended m 1836. For e.wlule he wa11 assisted by Mr. Rc.ot, who 
first laboured with him as co-pastor and afterwards succeeded him as the 
minister of the Church. 

Then ea.me the well-known, and only recently deceased, Dr. Joseph 
Angus_; who, however, held the pa.store.le but e. little while. In his time, 
a very important change wa.s ma.de in the practice of the Church as regards the 
Lord's Supper. I am indebted to the worthy Doctor himself, who was so 
good as to furnish me with the particulars of the transition by which this 
historic society 

CEASED TO DE A STRICT DAPTIST CHURCH, 

and adopted the principle of "open " communion. When solidted to become 
Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, he resigned his pastorate, and 
accepted the invitation. He next became Tutor in the Stepney Academy, and 
afterwards President ( or Principa.l, a.s we should now say) of Regent's Pa.rk 
Ba.ptist College. He wa.s a scholar of front rank, a.nd, it will be remembered, 
a ruewber of the Committee which gave us the Revised Version of the New 
Testament. His "Bible He.ridbook," and other theological e.nd literary 
labours will form e. lasting memorial of his gra.ce, scholar&hip and devotion to 
the work he so loved. 

Following Dr. Angus in the office of under-shepherd came Mr. James 
Smith, from Cheltenham, who held the office about eight years ; and then 
Mr. William Walters, from Preston, who resigned after two years' service. 

On one of the last Sundays in December, 1853, came that dear, honoured 
servant of God, 

CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON, 

then in the nineteenth year of his age. His wonderful life and marvellously 
fruitful la.bours are too well known to the present generation to need any 
record here. There were added to the Church during the thirty-nine years 
of his pastorate 14,690 souls. The Metropolitan Tabernacle ( with accommoda.
tion for 5.500 worshippers) was opened on the 18Lh of Ma.rch, Ul61, having 
cost £31,332. Spurgeon's first sermon therein was preached on Ma.rch 25th 

of tlu.c yee.r, a.ad hi; Ja.et on June 7th, 1891. He died Ja.nua.ry 31st, 1892. 
There are to be found here and there Spurgeon Memorial cha.pale ; but better 
memorials are hie voluminous writings, the Pastor's College, e.nd the Stockwell 
Orphanage-; and best of all, the thousands of "living epistles" who owe their 
conversion, under God, to hie ministry. 

In the beginning of April, I89i, the younger of Spurgeon's twin sons, 
Thomas, succeeded to the pastorate and commenced hie ministry. • 

On the 2Vth of April, 1898, the Tabernacle was destroyed by fire. It was 
rel,uilt, and opened free of debt on September 19th, 1900, 

SAMUEL BANKS. 
The Harbinger, Southwood-road, New Eltham, S.E. 
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GOD REVEALED. 
God revealed in His works (Pae.. xix. 1). God revealed in His Son (John xiv. f.i), 

THE gree.t Cree.tor spoke the word, 
And darkness e.nd confusion hee.rd, 
A mighty world evolved from space, 
Thus in God's works His power we trace. 

Ae King of nature now He reigns, 
The world created He sustains, 
The stars the.t shine, the seas that roll, 
Are under His supreme control. 

But though He ie eo gree.t e.nd high, 
And we confess His majesty, 
As King of grace He doth e.ppee.r, 
And me.n to Him may now draw nee.r. 

The sin that alienates from God 
Is cancelled by the Saviour's blood ; 
Here we behold God just e.nd true, 
Yet justifying sinners too. 

This is the wondrous Gospel plan, 
The glorious news to fa.lien man, 
'Tisby the Holy Ghost revealed, 
'Tis by the blood of Jesus see.led. 

Then we'll adore e.nd pre.i~e the King, 
And of His power and greatness sing ; 
But in His Son me.y He be known, 
That faith me.y claim Him e.s her own I 

H. L. 

THE PULPIT, ·rHE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

The Puritan Quarterly. Edited by 
Percy W. Rewind. London: Wheeler, 
17, Paternoster Row. Sixpence nett, 
or poet free, 211. 6d. per annum. 

MUCH in this well-conducted serial 
dre.we our henrt toward the Editor and 
his colleagues. Impressed wit!J. the 
evangelical value of the majority of the 
Puntan writers, and the dangerous 
character of me.ny modern books which 
so defiantly oppose the ple.m statements 
of the Word of God, when tbeee do not 
accord with their author's ideas of what 
the Gospel ought to be, the contributors 
to this magazine devote their energies to 
revive, not only the teachioge of the 
promim,nt Christin.ne of the seventeenth 
centur.v, but the memory of the ruen 
themselves, and their brave labours for 
lhe truth of God. 

It espouses the Calvinism of the order 
favoured by Andrew FullM and C. H. 
Spurgeon, not that of Jamee Wells, 

John Foreman or John Hazelton, and 
therefore does not wholly commend 
itself to those whose view& of duty
faith, offered grace and kindred errors 
accord with our own. 

It manifest& litera,y painstaking, 
though the blunder of styling "the 
Celebrated Coal-beaver,'' W. Hunting
don, S.S. (instead of Huntington), 
might he.ve been avoided. 

The e.bridgment of Trapp's Com
mentary on Rom. viii., ix.. "nd x., 
embodies a happy idea which is well 
carried out, but it might have been well 
to simplify such a term as, "super
expostulate;" to translate the frequent 
Latin e.nd Greek phrase~, and to correct 
expressions so dubious as "he that is 
delivered up-to a reprobate mind cannot 
be renewed by repentance." 

On the whole, however, we wave a 
fr:iternal blessing to our good fel\ow
labourers, and wi~h their Anterprise 
God-speed. 
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GATHERED FRAGMENTS. 
BELIEnm~• baptism is sometimes referred to as " taking up one's 

cross," though the phrase lacks Scriptural support. Many years since, 
an old ledy, who had long been esteemed as a holy and consistent 
Wesleyan Methodist, was favoured when more than 80 years of age with 
increased light on the doctrines and ordinances of the Gospel, and sought 
membership with the Strict and Particular Baptist Church at N"ew
street Chapel. St. Neots, of which George Mun-ell was then pastor. 
The Scriptural preliminaries having been pll.fsed, she took her stand one 
Sunday morning by the 1,ide of the baptismal pool without a sign of 
nervousness or contusion. "Come, my dear sister," exclaimed brother 
Murrell, with his inimitable pathos and tenderness, "your dear Saviour 
suffered and died on His heavy and terrible cross for you ; now "--and 
here he extended his hand to her-'' do you take your far lighter cross, 
and follow Him." This remark, however, hardly suited her feelings, 
and she turned her venerable face to the congregation and responded in 
tones so loud and clear that every one in the chapel distinctly heard her 
" 'TAINT NO CROSS .A.T ALL," and she quietly yielded obedience to her 
Lord's command. My own beloved mother was present, and often related 
the incident.-H. L. S. 

• • • 
MATTHEW WILKS when on a vi~itto Gosport Academy-as a Dissent

ing College was then styled-exhorted the students to give attention to 
other branches of learning bEside theology. To point this lesson, he 
stated that on a recent Sabbath he had, when in tbe pulpit, received a 
written intimation to read to the congregation, to the effect that "an 
old woman desires the prayers of God's people, that she may soon realise 
that i;be is a new man in Christ Jesus. Now this," concluded the quaint 
old preacher, " was admirable theology, but execrable philosophy." 

• • • 
ON rising to preach on one occasion, Matthew Wilks stood for some 

time silent while be cleaned his broad-brimmed spectacles with bis 
pocket-handkerchief. At length be said, "You that have good eyes, 
bless God for them," and continued polishing bis glasseP. At length he 
pnt them on in the most leisurely manner, and, as be glanced at the 
pulpit Bible which lay open before him, he observed agnin, "And you 
that have good spectacles, blei;s God for them also. My text will be 
found in the 103rd Psalm, at the second verse : ' Forget not all His 
benefits." 

THE GREAT AnvocATE.-There are many of my hearers come to me 
-some almost every day-" Oh, sir, do pray for me ! Do carry my caEe 
before the throne!" I generally reply," Well, as the Lord shall help me, 
I will ; but I cannot command the ability." Indeed, I never knew the 
case of the poor sinner that I bad the power to do justice to, when be 
wanted me to lay it before God. I have not the power; I have not the 
words. But my blessed Lord took mine-one of the worst cases ever 
known, one of the blackest ever heard of, and He has carried it before 
the throne, found out a way of deliverance, completely succeeded, and 
made me as dear to the Father as Himself !-Jostph Irons. • 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
----------+----------

SOUTH I'.'iDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

A RED-LETTER day in the annals of 
tbis Society was May 27th last when a 
large gathering or the friends repre
senting various Churched supporting it, 
were met together in Zion, New Crose, 
to welcome missionary superintendent, 
Mr. R. C. Striokson, home on his fur
lough after four and a-halt years' 
labours in the Tinuevelly didtrict. In 
the afternoon the new president, pastor 
J. Parnell (Stepney), occupied the chair; 
a.nd an address of welcome was given by 
pastor P. Reynolds ( Lockwood) brimful 
of loving, earnest words. 

An united communion service fol
lowed, after wbicb over 200 friends sat 
down to tea, whioh was served in the 
schoolroom. 

Tile chapel was well filled in the 
evening, when Mr. Parnell again pre
sided; and prayer was offered by Mr, 
Ernest Gray (Brighton), and Scripture 
read by pastor G. W. Clark (Wilton
square). The ch,.irman, ta.king for his 
motto," Unto Thee, 0 God, do we give 
thanks ! " said the Lord had done great 
things for them, for which they were 
glad. Among· them was the gif-t of such 
a brother as they welcomed homa that 
day. 

Pastor S. Gray (Brighton), seoretary, 
presented an illuminated addrese, in the 
name of the members of the Committee, 
to Mr. Striokson, which was suitably 
acknowledged. Whatever he had been 
able to do in India was only his duty
first, as a servant of God, and secondly, 
as the servant of this beloved Society. 
He could bear testimony to God's faith· 
fulness in His dealings with him. A 
stranger in a strange land, separated 
from his loved ones, he is thrown back 
upon his God. Ta.king the word Pro
gress for an acrostic, he spoke of 
Property. They had built during his 
four and a-ha.If years' ministry 5 etone 
oha.pele, 20 school ohapele, an orhanage, 
and a bungalow. Reinforcements. 
Brother Booth had been sent to join 
him in the work, and be was a. brother 
beloved. There wae room for many 
more helpers out tbere. Then there was 
the Orphanage work. For the first time 
in the history of Strict Baptist Mis~ions 
they had a Home for orphan obildren, 
where 17 a.re lodged and oared for, in 
11ddition to 8 boa.rders-25 in a.II. Mar
vellous progress had been made in ~he 
grace of Giving. Five years ago nothing 
was done iu thiR respect, last year over 
£72 were contributed by native Chris• 
tian~. Then they could speak of 
E:etenaion in the field of la.hour. They 
had gone from village to village to 

preach the Gospel nntil 31,,; place~, 
where the good news of the kincrdom 
had not been proclaimed befort had 
been evangelised. Then School work 
must be touched npon. A splendid 
band or teachers were now engaged, and 
the Government Grant had more than 
doubled in the last year. Last, and best 
of all, Soul, were saved and sanctified! 

Pastor Reynolds rejoiced th1.t God 
had pnt Hie shmp of approval upon the 
choice or the Committee in sending out 
brother Strickac>n, and they rea.lirnd he 
had taken his degrees. 

Addresses followed by pastors F. Fells 
(Elighbury), T. Jones (N"ew Croes), 
Debna.m (Nunhead) J. Mayhew, G. W, 
Clark, e.nd Measre. F. J. Catchpole a.nd 
J. F. Newman. 

It was agreed to send a messa.ge to 
brother Booth ; and a vote of thanks 
to the offl3era a.nd la.dies connected with 
the Church at Zion for the entertain
ment afforded was cordia.lly given. 

The collections a.mounted to a.bout 
£20, besides promises given of £5 ea.eh 
by the president and Mr. Newman, and 
various smaller amounts. 

ALPH.1.. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. 
THE PASTOR'S ANNIVERSARY. 

THE sixteenth annivera1i.ry of the settle
ment of onr pastor, Mr. 0. S. D0lbey, 
was held at the Surrey Te.berna.cle on 
Jnne 17th. Mr. Schofield, of Rochdale, 
bad been engaged to preach the anni
versary serm::-n. In the presence of a 
good congregation he disconrsed from 
the words found in Matt. xiii. !5 and -16, 
'·Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a merchant man seeking goodly 
pearls: who, wben he had found one 
pear I of great price, went and sold all 
that he had, and bonght it." The ser
mon being finished, an adjournment 
wa.s made to the large vestry for tea. 
The evening meeting was held in tbe 
chapel, a.nd, as it proceeded, quite a 
large number of people gathered. 
Genera.I Sir William Stirling. K.C B., 
ocoupied the chair. This was an inter
esting event, as it is somewhat re.re for 
a gentleman of great distinction in the 
service or bis country to associate with 
those who hold the doctrines of distin
gnishing grace. He has endeared him• 
self to m1ny who have hea.rd bis 
utterances at the meetings connected 
with the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society 
-addresses that have breathed the spirit 
of true Christian experienoe and love 
for the truth as it is in Jesus. This was 
amply confirmed by the remarks that 
fell from his lips this sight. 

The meeting was opened by eingiog 
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Hymn fi~O (Well•' Selection). Mr. 
Runille then read ha. lxii., after which 
Mr. Buah enga,red in prayer. Another 
hymn having been aung, the chairman 
calJPrl on our i,e.stor to make a st~te
ment. 

l\'lr. Dolbey said be felt constrained to 
acknowledge the unfailing goodness of 
the Lord. It was apparent, in looking 
over the past year, the minister and 
people alike needed it. The Lord had 
been very good in granting from His 
fnlness all neoesl'&ry •upplies. There 
had been manifestations that God in 
very deed ha.cl been in the midst of His 
peoule worshipping in the Surrey Taber
nacle. 

Mr. Dadswell's subject wa.s "The pre
cious blood of Christ."' Mr. Andrews 
addressed the meeting from the word~, 
•· Kept by the power of God." Mr. Cle.rlt 
gave a. very interesting address from the 
words, •• Tbis God is onr God for ever." 
A part of Hymn 656 was song, after 
which Mr. Schofield spok1>, taking for 
his text the wordP. "And He blessed 
him there." • 

.Mr. Dalbey then proposed a vote of 
thanks to the chairman, which was 
seconded by Mr. Crowhurst, a.nd suit
ably acknowledged by Sir William. A 
hymn of prs.i~e was song, the Bene
diction pronounced, and so a very happy 
meeting wa.s brought to a. snccessfnl 

"lose. 

a.dded to the Church, a.nd, with t-he 
specie.I effort of our friends, the debt 
had now been reduced to between £a 
a.nd £4, and it was hoped tha.t this small 
amount would he subscribed before the 
meeting closed. The chairman having 
expressed his great pleasure at the re
port, a.nd the rapid reduction of the 
debt, for which we ha.d much oause to 
bless a.nd praise the Lord, addresses were 
delivered by pastor Beloher from Hob. 
viii. l e.nd pastor Holden on" The house
hold of f,.ith." The oolleotion was then 
ma.de, a.nd the debt cleared off, with 11, 

sma.11 b;ilance in hand, upon the 
announcement of which the friends 
sang " Praise God from Whom a.11 bless
ings flow." Brother Mor1?&n then spoke 
on "The will of the Lord," showing how 
everything in Providence a.nd gra.oe 
depended upon that. Our pastor (Mr. 
Othen) followed with expressions of 
thankfulness to the Lord for His ma.ny 
mercie~. We desire, a.s a. Church, to ble,s 
our God for all His mercies, and thank 
all friends for their kind a.nd liuera.l 
assistance thronghout. The chapel h 
now the Church's freehold, a.nd we can
not but exclaim with the Church of old, 
" The Lord bath done irree.t things for 
us whereof we a.re gl&d."-W. G. F. 

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK.-Let the 
redeemed of the Lord sa.y that He is 
good. And why 1 For many reasons; 
bot, one a.mong the many, for the mea.ns 
of gra.ce whereby our souls a.re often 
me.de gla.d. and we get encouraged by 
the way. We enjoyed most interesting 
services on Whit-Sunday a.nd Monday, 
May 31st and June 1st. Mr. J. Juli 
preached to us on the Sunday three 
sermons, a.nd on the Monday afternoon 
another sermon that cheered us, in
strncted us and brought us very near to 
our Lord. At tea, on Monday, our chapel 
was filled in every part. In the evening 
a. public meeting wa.s held, presided over 
by Mr. Jull. Brvther N. Howe imi,lored 
toe Divine blessing. Gospel addressea 
were delivered by Mr. Jull, S.B. Stocker, 
W. H. Ranson, and G. Gardiner. Friends 
from villages a.nd the neighbouring 
Churches a.11 a.round visited ue, to 
encourage us a.nd wish us God-speed.
M. A. MOORE, 

ILFORD (EBENEZEB, CLEVELAND· 
BOAD).-Throngh the Lord's goodness 
we ha.ve been favoured to see our Bixty
seventh a.nniversa.ry. On Lord'~-de.y, 
May ,llst, two sermons were preached 
by our pastor, Mr. J. Othen. On Monday, 
.Jone 1st, pastor Belcher preached very 
encouragingly in the afternoon from 
2 Chron. vi. 32 and 33. Upwards of 
fifty friends partook of tea, and in the 
eveninl? a. public meeting wa.s held, 
presided over by brother Rundell. The 
meeting wa.s opened by singing the 
well-known hymn," Kindred in Christ," 
etc. The chairman read Paa. xxx., and 
brother Gull sought the Lord's blessing. 
The secretary then rea.d a. briff report 
of the past yea.r a.nd statement of the 
Lord's goodness towards us as a. Church 
both in Providence a.nd grace, showing 
how He had supported us through ma.ny 
years of trial a.nd great depression in DATCHET.-The ohildren'a a.nniver• 
the past, until a.boot five yea.re ago, sa.ry wa.s held on Wednesday, May 20th, 
when it pleased Him in His mercy to a.nd troly it wa.e a. da.y of blessing a.nd 
tt..rn a.gain our captivity. We were enjoyment, a. day that will ever be 
-favoured to secure a. site for a. chapel, remembered by those friends who 
.and, with the blessing of the Lord a.nd reeponded to the D.1tchetonie.n cry. It 
help of friende, combined to erect a. was a. good day in every sense of the 
bu1lriing thereon. In 1899 theM.A.S.1:1.C. word, a.nd it must be so when God's 
kindly granted us a. loan of £200, of Spirit id present-a. red-letter da.y in the 
which we were enabled to pay off £100 a.one.ls of Datchet. Oor brother Flegg, 
-during the first three yea.re. During the of Wandsworth, gave a. most suitable 
pa.Et yea.r the Lord had been pleased to a.nd encouraging discourse in the a.fter• 
send ue a pastor-we believe, one after noon (a.s the writer a.nd many friends 
R1e own heart,-seventeen having been I testified) from Poe.. cxlv. 4 and 6. 1st, 
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Our brother spoke of the me.ny we.y~ in 
whioh God's people pre.iee Him. e.nd one 
of these we.ye we.g in ge.thering the 
ohildren. 2nd. He epoke or the g-enere.
tion, or Its oblige.tion to the next or 
their dietinguiehing ree.turee, e.nd then 
e. little of the experimente.l po.rt or the 
text, ete.ting the.t we oome to e. know
ledge of Divine things by experience, e. 
truth to whioh e.ll God'd children ce.n 
testify. May it please onr God to make 
the meeee.ge e. le.~ting benefit to e.ll who 
hee.rd it. Tee. wag provided, to which 
over sixty ee.t down. In the eveningonr 
little sanctuary we.e po.eked with yonnR" 
e.nd old ; e.monget them were friends 
from Colnbrook, Hounslow, Brentford, 
Richmond, &o. Brother Newme.n (secre
tary of the M.A.S.B C.) presided. We 
thank God for hie presence. After some 
enconre.l!'ing- words from the chairman, 
brother Vinall, of Brentford, g-ave e. 
most interesting and instructive addrese 
to the ohildren, taking for hie subject 
some notable annivereariee which were 
commanded by God to he observed by 
the children of Israel-viz , the Feasts 
of the Passover, of the Tabernacles, and 
the yearly offering of the firetfmit•, 
eaoh of which he gre.phically described. 
The children listened with evident 
e.ttention, and the e.ddrese we.g mnoh 
appreciated. Recitations were g-iven by 
the echole.re, including- e. die.logne by 
three lade, entitled "No brea.d in the 
honee," the whole giving great ee.tie
faction. Brother E. Rose, of Fulhe.m, 
then ge.ve e. well-delivered address from 
Pee.. lxv. (pa.rt of verses 10 and 11): (1) 
The source, "Thon" bleeseth; (2) The 
bleesinR", Thon "bleeeetb," whe.t it in
volves; (3) The springing, whioh, being 
the outward me.nifeetation of the hid
den life, e.e in ne.tnre eo in gre.ce a 
springing- before the crowning. Onr 
young brother'a address wae well re
ceived, and we trust there ie e. life of 
ueefulneee in the Me.eter'~ aervice before 
him. Some of the friends and brethren 
having to leave, brother Lee.ke gave out 
the prizes (Bibles e.nd books) e.nd closed 
the meeting, e.fter singing- the hymn, 
"God be with yon," &~. Colleotione for 
the day, :£4 lle. Bd.; this, with the pre
vious Sunde.y, amounted to :£5 4s. 9d. 
Thus ende1 one of the brightest, 
happiest, and most enjoye.ble days ever 
spent at De.tchet, praiBe God.-H. W. 
RIDGEWAY. 

STEPNEY.-Itwe.sour joy and privi
lege to celebrate the ninth anniveree.ry 
of the paetore.te of Mr. J. Pe.rnell at 
Rehobotb, on Lord'e-de.y, Me.y 10th. 
Onr pe.etor pree.ched in the morning 
from "I will e.leo olothe her priests 
with ee.lve.tion : and her se.inte she.II 
shout a.loud for joy." He dwelt on 
the ohe.re.otere dibtin!!'uiehed, e.nd the 
blessing promised. Hie eveninll'. text 
we.e "Thine eyes Ehall see the Kini!' in 
Hie bea.uty: they shall behold the le.nd 

the.t ie very far off." The followinge 
diviRione were me.de :-(1) The titlP-: 
(2) The beauty; rn) The e.esurance; rt) 
The privilege; (ci) The Roope or exten
sion or the kingdom. Mr. 0. S. Dolbey 
oreached on the followinJ!' Taeede.y from 
"Sir, we would see Jeane." He eaid we 
ehall first point ont those who at the 
nresent time desire to see .J eeus. 2nrl, 
Wh11,t ia there to he seen in J eeus ? ~rd, 
What are the effects produced in the 
soul when Jesue is thns spiritue.lly 
eeen? A good companv or friends 
remained to tea. Mr. John Green (or 
Sarrey Taberne.clP-) preeirled at e•ening 
meeting, reading Pee.. cxliv. Oar pastor 
offered nre.yer. The chairme.n e.ddresoed 
e. few kind, congratulatory worde to the 
pastor and Chnrch,and then called npon 
Mr. E. White, who spoke from John iv. 
10. Mr. J. Cle.rk discoursed on "1;ar!P-r
neath are the everlasting e.rms.'' The 
che.irman followed with e. brief e.ddrP-ae 
npon "For His mercy endnreth for 
ever." Mr. O. S. Dolbey spoke from 
"These men a.re the servants of the 
Most High God, which shew nnto ns the 
way of salve.tion." Mr. F. C. Holde., 
dieconraed on'' The hope of his calling." 
Onr pastor reme.rked onr subject is 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. What 
a bee.ntifnl theme to dwell npon-His 
Pereon ! After all these years in the 
o:inistry I seem less a.hie to set forth 
the dear Redeemer in the we.v the.t I 
should like. Mr. Henry Scrivener 
(dee.con), on hehe.ll of the Church and 
friends, presentP-d onr pastor with e. 
sme.ll bnt nsefnl gift, viz., e. silk 
umbrella. having his initie.l• enJ!'r&ved 
on the golden be.nd. Mr. W. He.rris 
offered the concluding prayer. e.fter 
which the Doxology was heartily snng. 
-H. S. 

STONHAM PARVA.-The fortieth 
11.nniversary w11,e celehrated onMe.y Hth. 
Brother Be.rdens, of Ipawich, pree.ched 
morning e.nd evening. In the e.fternoon 
there was a children's service, when 
severe.I of the children recited suitable 
nieces. It was a good day in every way. 
Friende came from long diste.nccs to 
cheer ns in our work. The singing, 
which was condnoted by Mr. Garnhe.m. 
we.s very heartv. Collections amounted 
to :£4 14s.-A. G. H. 

CLIFTON, BEDS.-The e.nnivereary 
eervioee of the Baptist Che.pel were held 
on Me.y 20t,h, when sermons were 
preached bv Mr. E. Mitchell, pastor of 
Chadwell-e'treet ()he.pel, L~ndon, and 
by the pe.~tor (Mr. F. G. Bur1?ese). 
There were large congrege.tions e.t ea.oh 
eervioe. Dinner e.nd tea were provided 
between the eervices. e.nd collectione 
were me.de after ea.eh· service in aid of 
the ohe.pel fund•. anrl the sum taken 
we.s abont :£30.-L<'cal Paper. 
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YATELEY (ZOA.R. CRICKET RILL).
'rbe l\nnne.l spring meeting WI\S held on 
April Vlth. when two Gospel sermons 
were pree.ohed by Mr. E. Beecher (of 
Derby-roe.d, Croydon), in the l\fternoon 
from Rom. viii. ::Ill, ::14, e.nd in the even
ing from Aots xiii. ::IS, 39. Oar brother 
we.e ene.bled to come down to the level 
of the wee.k in fe.ith. e.nd the little ones 
of the fold. The friends were g'ree.tly 
enooure.ged to eee such a. goodly number 
present. Over 100 sat down to tee., and 
for the evening servioe forms and 
chairs had to be pla.oed down the a.isle. 
Many bore testimonv to the irood 
reoeived in the house or God. May 
these things, these sips by the way, 
enliven and inth,me our zee.l to a. greater 
desire to press onward and npwa.rd, 
knowing that He who has promised is 
fa.ithfnl and a.hie to do what He has 
said. Unto Him be glory.-W. J. 
PARKER. 

LEICESTER (PROVIDENC~ 
NEWARK E·S TREE T).-This ancient 
ea.nctna.ry, the scene for so many yea.re 
of the la.hours of Wm. Ga.rre.rd, was on 
J nne 9th forme.lly reopened after nnder
,roing extensive repairs and renovation. 
Pe.stor J. JnlL of Cambridge, delivered 
two very edifying discourses, and the 
collectionP. including what was volnn
te.rily subscribed for the tea., and what 
was ta.ken at the ta.hies e.monnted to 
£8 15s. The Sunday-school anniversary 
wa.e held on June 14th, when pa.storJa.s. 
Clark. of Bethna.l Green, preached both 
morning e.nd evening, e.nd e.ddressed the 
young in the afternoon. Oar esteemed 
brother's services proved very accept
able. The attendance was goo1 in spite 
of very wet weather, and the collections 
for school funds highly sa.tisfe.ctory. 

SOMERSHAM. SUFFOLK. - The 
anniversary of the Sabbath-school we.a 
held in this place on Lord'e-1ay, Jnne 
14th. The preacher for the occasion was 
the pastor, W. H. Ranson, who enjoys 
the high honour, after fourteen yea.ri;' 
loving service among th<>m, of being 
loved by hia own people. Congregations 
were good at all three services. At the 
evening service Mr. Easter read and 
pre.yed; the children sang heartily and 
re~ited creditably. SomerAh&m is e. 
favoured pa.rt of the Lord's vineyard. 
Me.y He continue to bless. So pra.ys
M. A. MOORE, 

WALTHAMSTOW (ZION, MAYNARD· 
ROAD).-The twenty-seventh anniver
sary of the opening of this che.pel 
we.s held on Lord's-day, May 2Hb, 
when Mr. H. Ackland pree.ched two 
excellent discoureee, viz. : morning, 
I Cor. xv. 58; evening, Paa.. xc. 16, 17. 
The services were continued on the 
following Tuesday. Pastor J. E. Flagg 
preached in the afternoon from the 

words, "Thanks he unto God for His 
unspee.k"ble gift.'' whioh was muoh 
appreoiated. After the friends had 
partaken of tea, 11. puhlio meeting was 
held, over whioh Mr. W. G. Faunoh (of 
Ilford) nreside<t. The che.irme.n ree.d 
Paa.lms h:xxvii. and oxxvi., and then 
brother Lioenoe earnestly sought the 
Lord's blessin~. The seoreta.ry (brother 
J. Sharpe) g;e.ve an a.00011nt of the Loan 
Fund, showmg that progress was being 
ma.de towards remove.I of the ba.lanoe of 
the debt on the ohapel. After heartily 
singing hvmn, '· 0, GoJ l our Help in 
ages past," the oha.irma.n gave a. very 
enooura.ging address, pointing out some 
of the wa.vs in whioh God helps His 
people. Brother H. Aokland dilated 
thoughtfnlly upon the word~, "Orr, out 
and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion,' &o., 
desoribing who the inhabitants a.re, 
with some of their chief ohare.oter
ist1os. Pe.stor S. T. Belcher explained 
that his text had been snperaeded. He 
had notioed la.rfil'e ple.oe.rds in the neigh
bourhood setting forth whe.t a. ma.n 
gained by becoming a. Catholic, and 
was, consequently, moved to base his 
address upon what a. me.n gaina by 
beooming a Chrietie.n. Pastor J. E. 
Flegg dwelt in an earnest and profitable 
manner uoon "The Lord loveth the 
gates of Zion." Pastor J. P. Gibbens 
spoke euite.bly upon "I am Thine, se.ve 
me I " and pa.star· J. Othen ge.ve words 
of counsel and encouragement. The 
spirit and tenor of the gatherings were 
Christ-exalting. Through the liberality 
of the ohe.irma.n and friends generally 
we were ena.hled to remit the a.mount 
due to the Metrooolita.n Association of 
Strict Baptist Churohee, for whioh 
blessing were.re thankful. To God be a.II 
the praise, 

BUCKLEBURY, SLA.DE.-On Whit
Tuesdav the anniversary' services were 
held. In the afternoon an encour11.1tiog 
sermon was preached by Mr. Frank 
Grimwood, of Streatha.m, from Heb. 
xii. I, 2: (1) Divine calling declared; 
(2) Exhortation; (3) Enoonre.gement; 
(4) The privilege. After tea., to which 
a good company eat down, the evening 
meetini,r was held, presided over bj the 
pa.star, Mr. H. Coxeter. He the.nke God 
for covenant meroiee through another 
year, and heartily welcomed the friends 
who had oome to cheer us. Pastor W. 
Chisnall, of Gaildtord, spoke very 
earnestly from Job xxxiv. 32: (1) Self 
become vile; (2) Bitterness of sin; 
(3) Warning note; (4) Longing desire 
of new life. Mr. F. Grimwood then 
addressed the friends from Pee.. xxv. 5: 
(1) The spirit of humility and desire 
expressed; (2) Testimony given; (3) 
Happy consolation established. We 
have, as others, our sorrows and our 
joys. We have lately lost one of our 
oldest members. Mav God strengthen 
those that reme.in.-HENRY GRIMWOOD, 
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STRATFORD ( GURNEY - ROAD). • 
OPENING OF THE NEW SUNDAY-

BCHOOL. 

INTERESTING and memorable eervioee 
in oonneotion with the opening of the 
new eohool by Mre. J. Piggott took 
plaoe on Wednesday, May 27th. 

At 3.30 a ¥alediotory service wae held 
in the ohapel, when pastor l{, T. Chilvers 
addressed a goodly gathering of friends. 
Profitable and timely were hie words 
ooncerning our "farewell to scenes of 
past labours." 

friends whom the Lord hae raised np 
f ,r us in a time or much trial and great 
need, and the kind miesion of Mrs. J. 
Piggott will long be remembere1. 

One saddening fee.tare we.a the en
forced absence of onr beloved pastor, 
E. Marsh, who is under the doctor's 
orders, and many were the expreHeione 
of sympathy and regret-on this e.cconnt. 

The singing of the hymn, "The day is 
pe.st and over," and pra.yer by brother 
J. H. Rider brought ue to the closing; 
but we stand on the threshold of 
increased responsil;ilities. "Lord ? in-
orea.se our faith!" J. T. C. A olear passage having been made, 

the children forming up on either side 
of the approach to the new building, 
Mr. and Mrs. J, Piggott and Mr. WALDRINGFIELD (nea.r Wood• 
Piggott, jun., proceeded to the door bridge, Suffolk) .-On Whit-Monday, the 
d the sohool, where our superintendent Sunday-school anniver•ary was held, 
{S. G. Ince) i,resented an address when the chapel was filled to ita utmost 
of welcome, with the key, to Mrs. capacity. Mr. R. C. Bardens, of Ipswich, 
J. Piggott, and J. Piggott, E~q., presided at both tbe afternoon and 
addressed the friends gathered round. evening meetings. The scholars •ang 
He emphasised the benefits the neigh- heartily, and some recited selected 
bourhood must gain in the erection of pieces. Several prizes were awarded, 
the school, and while the Board Schools and a few words spoken to each re
had done much in the train~ng of the cipient. The public meeting was ad
moral and intellectual capacitie•, the dressed by brethren Bardem, Emmerson, 
Sunday-school had its own peculiar Folkard, Keeble, and Potter (Grundis
sphere in serving the need for instrnc- burgh). A large number of friends 
tion in spiritual things. from Ipswich augmented the congrega-

To the accompaniment of hearty tion, and also helped to encourage those 
cheers from the children Mrs. J. Piggott residing in the locality. The collections 
now opened the door, and the building realised between £5 and £6, which 
was soon full. Mr. John Piggott asked was much in excess of past years. 
the Lord's blessing, and from hearts -G. N. R. --
full of thankfulness there went up the BRAINTREE (SALEM).-On Whit
Doxology, "Praise God from whom all Sunday and Monday. 1\-h.y 31st and June 
blessings flow." let, was held the thirty-ninth a.nniver-

Pa.stor 0. 8. Dolbey next a.ddressed sary of the opening of the a.bove pla.ce 
the meeting from the words·• Rehoboth, of worship. On Whit-Sunday two ser
the Lord ha.th made room for UP," a.nel mons were preached to 11;ood congrega.
decla.ring the" Divine precept to teach tions by pastor H. G. Polley, of Ifal
the children the Word of God." stea.d. On Monday afternoon pastor 

Another hymn having been sung, the Polley again preached to a. good gather-
friends sa.t down to an enjoyable tea.. ing, friends being present from the 

Under the presidency ot Mr. Piggott neighbouring Churches-viz., Chelms
(the constant friend to Gurney-road ford, Ha.lotea.d, Ma.rkstey, Hedingha.m, 
Sunday-school) a public meeting was and Witha.m. Tea. wa.s partaken of 
held in the chapel at 6.30. The attend- by about eighty friends, a.fter which a. 
anoe was most encoura.ging. Prayer public meeting was held. The chair wa.s 
was offered up by brother Blackwell. ta.ken by Mr. Cottee, 0f Chelmsford. 
Rea.ding by our cha.irma.n, followed by After singing a. hymn, brother Pizzey 
an address from the texti' Righteousness led us in prayer. A short report was 
exalteth a nation." given by the pastor, stating that two had 

Excellent worde fell also from the been added to the Church during the 
lips of brethren H. J. Wileman, Stanley year. Pastor Polley addressed the meet
Martin, W, H. Abrahams, and H. '1'. ing from the worde, "Consider the lilies.'' 
Chilvere, and "the good hand of our Pa,tor Boulton, of Chelmsford. gave a. 
God" was upon speakers and hearers. very interesting and God-honouring 

The secretary, in an outline ste.te- address from 2 Cor. ix. S, mentioning in 
ment, traoed the progress since the the course of his rl)marks the desira
formation of the sohool in 1870. bility of a union of Strict Baptist 

With the completion and furnishing, Uhurches in Essex. The chairman ma.de 
the new building will have cost about a. few encouraging remarks. The total 
£1,200, including the freehold site. The proceeds amounted to £5 15s., and many 
financial result of the da) 'd proceedings expreseed it good to be there both on the 
amounted to £97 in oash and promisee, Sunday and the Monday. Thus the little 
whioh brings the total 0f the remaining Cause desires to tbank all the willing 
debt just under £200. We would again helpers and praise God for His goodness. 
express our gro.titude to those kind I -INTERESTED. 
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HORNSEY RISE (ELTB0RNE-ROAD). 
-The thirty-seventh anniversary of the 
openin!!' of this chapel was celebrated 
as follows. On Snnda.y. May 10th, Mr. 
H. D. Sandell, pe.stor, preached in the 
morning from lee.. xl. I, 2, and in the 
evenin!!' Mr. J, P. Gibbens from 2 Cor. 
iv. 7. On the following TuesdRy after
noon Mr. E. White delivered a discourse 
from Ephes. i. 7, and many testified of 
the profit and comfort received. After 
tea a pnblio meetin,:r was held, genie.Uy 
presided over by Mr. G. J. Applegate, 
who. after the opening hymn, read 
pe.rt of Isaiah xl. Brother Cooper 
implored the Lord's presence and 
blessing. The chairman then ex
expressed pleasure at being present,a.nd 
ea.lied upon the church ~ecreta.ry to 
read the annual report; this showed a 
membership of thirty-six, three having 
been added during the past year. There 
was also one a.waiting baptism. The 
preached Word is blessed of the Lord, 
and Sunday-school flourishing and in
creasing. Other features of progress and 
prosperity were r~ferred to, but, owing 
to extra expenses and collections for 
other ea.uses recently, the report showed 
indebtedness to the treasurer. Mr. E. 
Beecher was the firet speaker. He 
ma.de some excellent remarks upon 
1 it. ii. 14, especially impresEin2 us with 
•· zeal for good works:' Mr. C. Hewitt 
then gave an earnest address on being 
'' a.live unto God" (Rom. vi. 11), 
contra.sting zeal with artificial life 
by severe.I forcible illnstra.tions. Mr. 
J. P. Gibbens followed with enjoin
ing the necessity of remembering 
the petition in 01ir Lord's prayer, 
"Deliver us from e~il" (Matt. vi. 13). 
Time being advanced, Mr. S. Taylor 
epoke bnt briefly, yet lovingly. from 
l Tim. iii. 15, of now to behave in the 
house of God, and ma.de some enconra.
ging remarks to our young people, who 
were present in a goodly number. Our 
pastor spoke a few words of welcome 
and thanks to the chairman, ministerial 
brethren, and friends, and referred to 
the providing of a handsome platform 
table and rtading de•lr. &c., at a. cost of 
£7, the amount required lla.ving been 
subscribed by numerous friends, whom 
he heartily thanked. We feel our anni
vers1uY services were profitable and 
encouraging, for which we are thank
ful, as also for the Ji beral collection, 
which a.mounted to £10 9a. 9d. Several 
choice hymns enlivened our meetings.-
H. G. 

STREATHAM COMMON (PB0VI· 
DENCE, HAMBB0°·B0AD). - Encoura
ging services were held on May 20th in 
a.id of the Dorcas Society. The pastor 
read a very eati, factory report of the 
work. Mr. Dadswell gave a spiritual 
address in love and in the fear of God. 
Mr. Ruseell epoke, too, very so.voury as 

the Lord helped him. Truly we felt It 
irood to be there. Mr. B11,rtlett engaged 
m prayer. Further funds were required 
to oa.rry on the work, 11,nd a sewing 
ma.chine was w11,nted, Mr. Be.rtlett 
our Sunda.y-eobool superintendent, t~ 
the surprise a.ncl joy cf a.II present 
kindly gave a very nice eewin!f ma.chine'. 
We feel we oa.n endorse the Imes of the 
poet and s11,y, 

"It is the Lord who give• us o.11-
Our friends, our wealth, our ease." 

The tea and collection a.mounted to 
£4 13d. 5~d. Thie is the first pnblio 
meeting in a.id of the Doroa.s Society 
and we trust it will not be the la.et. Th~ 
meeting closed by einlfing, with hearts 
full of gratitude, "Praise God from 
Whom all blessings flow," Well might 
Israel ea.y, "Wh11,t ha.th God wrought!" 
-M. RUSSELL, Seoreta.ry, 

ELTHAM. - On Whit Sunday the 
nineteenth a.nnivereary of the Chnroh 
was celebrated, when Mr. Roee, of 
Carmel, Woolwicb, preached in the 
morning, and Mr. E. W. Flegg, of 
Bexley Heath, in the evening. The 
services were oontinued on the Monday 
in the eohoolroom of the Congrega
tional Ch11,pel (kindly lent for the occ11,
eion). Mr. Rose again preached in the 
afternoon, the sermon being much en
joyed. After tea a public meeting was 
held, pre&ided over by Mr. W. H11,rrie. 
Mr. Pnttnam, of Highbnry, sought the 
Divine blessing, after which epirito11l 
and helpful addressee were given by 
brethren Brown, Loosley, Wileman and 
Tooke. The secretary (Mr. A. Smith) 
in hie report referred to the progress 
me.de in the Building Fund, stating 
tba.t the freehold site, the value of 
which was about £300, bad been pre
Eented to the Church by Mrs. Kennard, 
and it was hoped that building op~re.
tiLns would soon be commenced. Funds 
were urgently needed, and the pe.s~or 
(Mr. S. Banks) would be glad to r~ce1ve 
~ubecriptione. Through the bleEe1ng of 
God the Church at Eltha.m is in a 
flourishing condition, and the voice of 
the Church is, "Not unto ue, not unto 
ue but to Thy name give we all the 
pr~ise, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

BRIXTO.N TABERNACLE. -Anni
versary services were held on ¥a.y 1gth 
and 12th e.t tt.ie house.of God, 1t ha.v1n_g 
been opened fo! nineteen years, to His 
praise. The pastor, Mr. C. Cornwell, 
preached on Lord's-day at both the 
morning and evening services, when 
special reference was ma.de to ~he 
indulgent ea.re of e. covena.nt-keepmg 
God all through the years we have been 
in the building. On Tueeday, Mr. E. 
Mitchell conducted the afternoon ser· 
vice, taking for his text John x .. 9, 
noticing-Christ the Door, the entenng 
in, and the pasture. After tee, the 
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p!Jblio meeting wae presided over by 
Mr. Arthur Boulden. who opened by 
reading Isa.. xii., a.nd brother James 
Oa.ttell engaged in prayer. The chair
man then addressed the meeting, refer
ring in humble la.nguage to hie own 
support of the Oa.use of God a.nd 
euooura.ging those around to do tha.t 
whioh they might find they oould do 
with oheerfulness. He felt that he 
oould brea.the the psa.lmiet'A words now 
-" Enter into His ga.tee with tha.nks
giving a.nd into His courts with pra.ise. 
Be tha.nkful unto Him a.nd bless His 
na.me, for the Lord is good." Mr. F. 
Grimwood spoke from Pea.. xxv. 5, 
"Lea.d me in Thy truth a.nd tea.oh me. 
for Thou art the God of my salva.tion,' 
ta.king for the hea.dings to his rema.rks 
-The desire expressed ; the testimony 
given in the pra.yer; the comfort 
established. Mr. Thoe. Carr took his 
text from I Pet. ii. 9, "But ye a.re a. 
chosen generation, a. royal priesthood," 
emphasizing the persona.I pronoun 
"ye" a.nd reminding his hearers of 
wha.t they were from all eternity in 
God's sight. Mr. Waite, who followed~ 
was unfortunately very poorly, ana 
referred to his feelings as "in a low 
key," nevertheless his words were very 
good; they were from I Tim. iv. 11, 
"These things comma11d and teach." It 
was more necessary now, he said, to 
uphold the doctrines of Christ than 
ever, for men totally ignored them, 
they will not endure sound doctrine, 
Lut will find teachers after their own 
taste. Out of a heart unfeigned the 
truth was to be taught. Without 
J'.)_artiality preach the Word, Christ, and 
:1Iim crucified, First and Last, All and 
1!1 all. M.r. Mitchell spoke from the 
line of a. favourite hymn, "Thy mercy, 
my God, is the theme of my heart," 
referring to the great depth of the love 
~f Go~. The pastor spoke a few words 
from Let your speech be always with 
!l'race," the "grace" being distinguish• 
mg and alluding to the character of 
God. The collections made were supple
mented by a special effort of the Church 
to pay the expenses of some repairs 
ordered by the London County Council 
and renovation of the building outside, 
and these realised £57 2s. 5d. (a little 
mor~ than was actually nquired), thus 
leavmg a sma.11· balance in band. The 
~ee~ing was closed by the hearty 
smgmg of the Doxology. - JAMES 
BROWNING, Secretary. 

11'.SWIOH (ZOAR) .-The sixty-second 
anniversary was held on Sunday, May 
24th. Three sermons were prea.cbfd 
by our highly-esteemed brother. R. 
M~~imer. In the morning from llen. 
xxu. 14 • afternoon, Aots xxvii. 25 ; 
evening, Mai. iii. 17. Our brother was 
enabled to speak with freedom and 
Power to the edifying and comfort of 

God'~ people, and with solemn warning 
to the ungodly. Good congregations 
assembled, onr beloved pastor sharing 
with us in the pleasnres of the da.y. 
Ma.y the blessing of the Lord rest upon 
the. services i... and to Him shall be the 
pra1se.-H. is. 

PIMLICO (OABMEL).-PaAtor's second 
anniversary wa.s held on Whit-Sunday 
and Monday. On Lord'E-day, sermons 
were preached in the morning- by pastor 
A. E. Brown, and in the evening by 
pastor Thomas Jones (New Cross). On 
Whit-Monday, pastor A. E. Realll' (of 
Leicester) delivered a eermon from 
1 Tim. ii. 6, "Who gave Himself a 
ransom for all." At the close of this 
service abont seventy friends partook of 
tea. The evening meeting was presided 
over by Mr. W. Jeyes Styles, who, in 
reading Pea. xxix., was enabled to open 
it up in a very beantiful way. Prayer 
was offered by our brother Monk. 
Excellent addresses were delivered by 
M.eesrs. F. Fells, J. P. Gibbens, 0. D. 
Jeffs, A. E. Realff, W. F. Waller, and 
our pastor. Altogether we felt that 
these services were good and inspiring. 
We bless God, who bas enabled our 
beloved pastor to labonr for Him 
amongst us, and for the gocd that has 
been wrought through him these two 
years. Twenty-one have been added to 
the Ohnrch, saints have been edified 
and bleat, and sinners converted.
W. H. H. 

BROSELEY (SALOP).-On Whit
Sunday. M.ay 31st, the eighty-ninth 
anniversary of the Birch Meadow 
Baptist Sunday-school was celebrated, 
when special services were conducted 
by Mr. Herbert J. Banks, of Wolver
hampton. In the morning the preacher 
took for his text the words of Paul, 
"For we are la.bourers tog.ither with 
God," and urged the necessity for 
Christian activity in order that the 
kingdom~ of this world may become the 
kin~doms of onr Lord and of His 
Cbnst, showing that true progress is 
always made where Christian men and 
women are "labourers together with 
God," relying for tbtir success not upon 
their own might and power, but upon 
the Eternal Spirit of God. In the even
ing Mr. Banks spoke upon·' The soul, 
and its value," basing his remarks upon 
Mark viii. 36; and in the afternoon a 
speoial service for children was held. 
It is a matter of great eatisfaction that 
the congregations and the collections 
were in excees of last year, and our hope 
is tha.t the spiritual success of this 
anniversary may not be behind the 
numerical and financial success, and 
tba.t it may very eoon be made a.pparent 
by some ooming forward to witness a 
good oonfeseion of Jesus Obrist. 
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WOOD GREEN. 
SPECIAL services were held ~t Park 
Ridings Chapel in connection with the 
fifteenth annivMsary of the formation 
of the Church on Whit-Sunday and 
Monday. 

Our pa~tor (S. Hutchinson) preached 
two excellent sermons morning and 
evening of Sunday, and it was good to 
be present. 

Pastor E. White, of Woolwicb, always 
a welcome visitor, was helped to preach 
from Ise.. xliv. 3, "I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground: I will pour My 
Spirit upon thy seed and My blessing 
upon thine offspring." Three main 
points were taken by the preacher: 
(1) The promise; (2) The power; (3) 
Posterit,·. 

Onr good brother Cattell, of Bessels 
Green. presided at the evening meeting. 
He read Psalms ex.xii., ex.xv., and 
cxxvi. 

Brother Whitaker asked for the 
Divine blessing. 

The chairman's remarks were inter
esting. up-to-date, and very necesEe.ry in 
these days of declension. His text was. 
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give yon a crown of life." He re
ferred to the prevalence of formality, 
superstition. and Romani~m, alEo a ten
dency to make the Gospel suited to the 
world. He hoped the time would never 
come when those who occupy Strict 
BaptiEt pulpits will fear to tell the 
whole trnth. Whi!st dwelling upon 
being faithful. onr brother illustrated 
bis point by relating the story of an 
Irishman, who ss.id, "We want more 
backbone, and we want to keep the 
back bone to the front." 

Person and work of the Holy Spirit· 
(1) The Father's missioner; (2) Christ's 
representative: (3) Church's teacher. 
(4) Saints' rememhrancer, ' 

Pastor H. D. Sandell was specially 
empowered to epeak upon "God'• 
thoughts" (Pse.. oxxxix. 17), "How 
precious are Thy thoughts unto me I" 

Pastor E. White referred to the unique 
position he had occupied at these meet
ings. Pastor W. Kern we.a to have 
pree.ch£d, but was now in glory. Thie 
.fact led our brother to bring the ~tirring 
words of the apostle before us as a key 
to hie addresP, "Yea, I am ready to be 
offered up, and the time of my departure 
is at hand,"-ready to face persecution 
willing to be hound, that he mil{ht serv~ 
the Lord and be made a blesemg unto 
othen. 

Pi:ai,se and. prarer cloeed these happy 
anmversary services. 

P.J.O. 

MAIDSTONE (PB0VIDEISCE, MOTE• 
ll0AD).-We held our 83rd anniversary 
seryicee on May 20th. Mr. H. T. 
Chilvers (of Hampstead), delivered two 
excellent eermons in the afternoon 
from 2 These. iii. 3, and in the evening 
from 2 Peter i. 17. The Lord graoiously 
helped our brother to speak from the 
above texts for our souls' profit. The 
Lord's name. be ~raised. The congrega
tion was email in the afternoon, but 
better in the evening. We sincerely 
thank our friends who met with us as 
well as those whQ, though absent 
through age, infirmity, and other caueeP, 
contributed eo liberally for the support 
of the Cause. The collections were 
better than usual. We closed this happy 
day by singing the Doxology.-E. 
WAG00D. • The Church secretary read a concise 

and gratifying report. Thankfulness 
and trustfulness breathed through the SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
whole cf it. There were fifty-seven mem- OF M.A.S.B.C. 
berE-three less than last year. Pastor's THE above is very gratified with the 
Bibk-class had been well attended success that has thus far attended the 
during the year, summer ar>d winter. arrangement of lectures on Ecclesias
Friende from a neighbouri1.1g Church tical History. 
had attended and read pa_pere. Tract The second lecture was given by 
Society and Open-air Misuon was well pastor H. De.dswell, on Friday evening, 
maintained. The Building Fund Com- May 8th, e.t Soho Baptist Chapel. The 
mittee had been re-formed, and was subject was "Oliver Cromwell, the 
composed entirely of Church members. triumph of Puritanism," which was 
The sum of £11 9s. 4d. had been col- handled in a masterly manner by the 
lected during the year, and it is hoped lecturer, who kept hie audience in 
it will be increased in the coming year. wrapt attention for over an hour. We 
'The number of scholars on the Sunday- were Jed into various aspects of the 
echool books was ninety. great" Protector's" life as the lecturer 

Pastor Dadewell, the first speaker, izave us interesting facts of him as a 
spoke from Rom. xv. 13, "The God of Christian, father and husband, soldier 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in and statesman. The appreciation of 
believing, that ye may abound in hope these lectures is demonstrated by the 
through the power of the Holy Ghost." goodly number that attend them, and 
The same word the late Mr. Kern we trust that the young men, especially 
brought to us this time last year. of our Snnday-sohool and Bible-classes. 

Brother Holden not being able to will ~ake a deep interest in the study 
come, sent a suite.hie substitute in of Church history.-H. TYDEMAN 
brother Nash, who dwelt upon the I CHILVERS. 
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SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSO
OIATION OF BAPTIST 

OEIUROHES. 
( Originall?/ f11r11aed in 1771.) 

THIii 74th e.nniveree.ry we.a held e.t 
La.xfteld, on Wednesde.y e.nd Thurede.y, 
Me.y. 27th _e.nd 28th, 1903; e.nd we.s even 
more l~irgely e.ttended than uelne.1. 

At 10.30 on the first day, the Madere.
tor (pastor S. Haddock), 011,lled on 
pastor J. Morling, of High Wycombe, 
to offer the opening pre.yet. Pastor 
Sapey (of Oarlto11,croad), read the Scrip
tnres, and pastor Denmee '(of Rish• 
anirlee), engaged in prayer. 

Brethren S. K. Bland, T. W. 
Saunders, and W. Ling read the Articles 
of Assooiation and ·an abstract of the 
letters from the thirtt-one Ohurohes, 
' 'A;fter singing, the Moderator delivered 
an earliest address upon " Faith, Hope, 
and Oha.rity," 

At 2 o'olock a large assembly ire.there~ 
in tile spacious tent. Pa.star W. Tooke 
(of OlarE!), rea<l the Scriptures, and 
pastor ·W. ll. Ilynn ( of Beocles), offered 
prayer, which we.a followed by a power• 
fnl and excellent sern'lini by pastor R. 
E. Sears (of Olapham),. formerly (!f 
La.xlield, on Hebrews xii. 28, 29,. his 
points being: (1) The kingdom rec~1ved, 
believers· the receivers. The l!'lft, a 
kingdom, a. kinirdom of gracea~d trn~h, 
received by faith in th~ promise of 1t; 
(2) the service required_ (all "!ho 
receive should serve), lovmg service, 
aooeptable eervioe, which can only ~e 
rendered by an accepted people. It lB 
only by g-ra.ce tha.t we can serve God 
aooeptably. 

At 6 o'olook, e.fter singing, brother 
Burrows (of London), read the Word 
and offered prayer, and pastor White (of 
Woolwich), delivered a helpful and 
Christ-exalting sermon on Zeoh. xii. 10, 
" They shall look upon Me whom they 
have pierced." . 

At 6 o'olock on Thursday morning a 
large number gathered in the tent, ~nd 
we believe a spirited prayer-meeting 
wae held. 

At 9 o'olook the Moderator oonduoted 
a ministers' pr~yer-eerviol', the Scrip
tures read, and prayer offered by 
brethren Lynn, Stocker, Flavel, Den~ee, 
S. Ling, Willie, Sapey, &o., taking 
part. Daring thie meeting a teleirram 
was received from pastor Marsh 
(aleo formerly of Laxfield), greeting the 
assembly and expressing a heart-felt 
wish for'blessing. A return telegram 
wae sent as follows :-'' 'The represent11,
tives of the Oburohes reciprocate your 
Christian greeting, and trust you may 
be restored to health." 

At 10 30 the tent was overflowing, 
me.ny being ge.thered outside, and the 
canvas let down on the lee side. 

After singing, pa.star A.. Morlinir read 
the Scripturee, and pastor J. W. 
Saunders engaged in prayer, followed 

by a thouj!'htful and animated ser~on 
on E;:>hes. 1v. 15, 16, by pastor W. Dixon 
( of Bradfield). . 

At 2 o'clook the tent was e.gam 
orowded, and a larire number e.round 
ontside. an estimated assembly of 2,()()0 
people. After the opening hymn, pastor 
J. E9,stAr rea.d the Scripture~, and pe.stor 
A. Marling offered prayer. Pastor W. 
H. Ranson (of Somersham). then 
delivered 11, stirrin'l' and forceful 
sermon npon "Christ'~ mission to this 
world." 

Votes of thanks were passed to the 
friends at L!l.xfi.eld, and numerous 
friends not belonging to our body, who 
had shewn much hospitable kindness 
during the two days of meetin_g, and the 
iutervening night. 1'he closing hymn 
being heartily sung, the pastor (A. J. 
Ward) pronounced the Benediction. 

At the business meeting grants were 
made amounting to £53 to twelve of the 
more needy Churches, also £2 each to 
the Widow's Fnnd, the Bible Transla
tion Society, and the Trinituian Bible 
Society. . . 

The Secrete.ry of our Home M1ss1on 
gave a brief account of the work done 
during the year. 

Brother Ea.star read the Circular 
Letter he had prepared, which was 
heartily accepted, aad ordered to be 
printed, togetb.er with the :lloderator'a 
addrese. 

The Circular Letter for next year to 
be "To what extent are we as Strict 
B~ptists carrying out the commission, 
'Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature I' " . 

The Association to meet at Grund1s
burgh (D.V.) in 190!. ~reachers -p~store 
Easter and Ward, or 1n case of failure, 
H. D. Tooke, 

Brethren Ward and Easter were 
appointed a deputation to the Metro
polito.n Association at their next meet• 

inl ;ote of sympathy and condolence 
was sent to the Churoh o.t "Bethesd11,," 
Ipswich, on account of the death of 
their pastor, brother Kern, after twen~y
li ve years faithful pastorate, with 
letters of condolence to the widow and 
family. 

Ee.oh Church to be advised to make a. 
oolleotion towards the fund assisting 
ministers when distrained on for the 
Eduoation Ro.ta. 

STRIOT BAPrIST MISSION. 
A SPECIAL prayer-meeting was held at 
Soho Baptist Chapel, on Friday, May 
22m:1, 1903. The President, who occupied 
the ohair, read a portion of the Aots, 
and then stated the objeot in meeting 
together, viz., to seek the Lord that He 
would eend us another English 
missionary, and for His blessing upon 
the Mi11sion gonerally. The Vice· 
president, pastor E. Mitchell, stated the 
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gree.t need of the Churohes for 11.n out
pouring or the Holy Spirit upon them, 

E!l.rnest 11.nd fervent pre.yer we.e offered 
by brethren Hutchinson, A. J. Robbins, 
H. S. Nunn, Mitchell, W. S Biker, 
White.ker. Se.ndell, Turner, F. T. 
B ,rtlett, Brett, 11.nd See.rP, j nnr, 

P .. stor H. T. Chilvers delivered an 
inspiring address. He eeid God bad set 
His seal of Divine approval upon 
mi;sione.ry enterprise, by me.ny mi'raoles 
of g-raoe. After referring to the e.postle's 
work, our brother interestingly illus
tratea his point by reminding us of 
noble missionaries whom God so richly 
inspired and blessed, as Dr. Dnff, in 
Inc ii; Bre.ynard, Dr. Cuey, an<\ Hudson 
Te.ylor, in Chin:i.. Onr brother oon
clnded by se.ying, "Me.y we put our 
hands e.nd bee.rte to the work, and we.it 
till the blessing oomes." 

The chairme.n encouraged us by ee.ying 
that e. good brother he.d offered bimselt 
to the Lord in connection with. onr 
Mission, e.nd there were other signs in
d 1cating that God is e.nsweriug our 
prayers. The Lord direct the Com
mittee in e.ll their work, pre.ys-P. J.C. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 

•• Po,ERTY me.kes stre.nge bedfellows," 
and vital religion bring-s many into 
kindly fellowship e.nd association who 
otherwise won Id never meet in the flesh. 
The thought we.s pressed upon ne in e. 
large upper room of Ce.nnon-street 
Hotel, London. on Tuesday, June 2nd
for the love of Jesus he.d drawn me.ny 
together to expreee, in the most practice.I 
way, love to some whom He will here
after own as "these My brethren." 
Pleada.nt were the greeting-a: kindly 
the enquiries : a.nxious the solicitude a.a 
to the probe.bilitiee of one's own ca.ndi
da.te coming out a.ll rig-ht-for a.a we 
should be.ve ste.ted ee.rlier, it was the 
Annual Election, a.t which favoured 
c9,ndida.tee were raised from the modest 
pension of five a.nd seven guinea.a to 
the a.seured weil.!th of ten pounds ten 
shillings a. year. View the assembled 
friends. One wa.nts to exchange "In
cura.bles" or "Orpbe.ns." Another be.a 
no need of a bundle of votes tku year, 
and will take an 1.0. U. for them to be 
faithfully paid in twelve months' time. 
Faces grow e.nxions as the le.et fa.tefol 
five minutes hurry on, a.nd hopes are 
hila?'h the.tour own particule.r '' old Mary 
Ann ; " or "poor dea.r Kezie. : " or "kind 
old Marthe. "-who is really such a 
eweet, patient Christian "-m1,y come 
out among the chosen. But we forbear. 
Students of gracious humanity should 
observe their fellow-believers on this 
interesting occa.eion. 

* * * 
An extract from the excellent sermon 

recently preached on its hebe.If in St. 

Muy Alderm,ry, City, by the Eiitor or 
Tiu 0/lspel Jfaga:ine, emphe.sieee eomo 
of the spaoie.l features of tb.e work:-

" Those wb.o distribute the pensions 
he.ve epeoi&l opportunities for epiritne.l 
minietre.tious. The moner was not be
stowed a.s dole~, hut Christian friends in 
distributing it were able to speak 11, 

word 1n sea.son to these exeroieed and 
tried souls, Every recipient must be a. 
ohild of God. All a.pplioants were tested 
with regard to their spiritual experience 
and if found to be God's believing 
people, were gla.dly reoeived. It was 
according to tb.e mind of God to do good 
to all men, but espeoie.lly unto those or 
the houshold of fa.ith." 

* • • The thirty-seoond e.nniverea.rv of the 
Horneey Rise Asylum will (D.V.) he 
held on Fride.y, July 3rd, when the Rev. 
T. George, B.D., or Horneey Rise, will 
pree.oh i11 the ob.a.pel at three. Tee. at 
five, tickets le. ea.oh; and a.t 6.45 a 
sermon will he prea.ohed by the Rev. J. 
P. Wiles, M.A., of c .. mbridire. The 
annual ea.le of work on hebe.It of the 
Benevolent Fnnd for aiding sick and 
infirm inm&tes will also, e.e ueue.l, be 
held. Friends who ca.nnot he present 
are reminded that the eeorete.ry will be 
happy to receive contributions in money 
to inclnde in the results. 

* * 
* These occ~eione have often proved as 

"the days of Heaven upon earth," and 
some or our sunniest memories are 
associ&ted with them. The Benevolent 
Fnnd is a most import&nt adjunct to the 
other activities of the Society. Heartily 
do we wish for our friends, fine we&ther 
-the gra.ce of generosity in the bee.rte 
of all present-and Hie a.eeietanoe in all 
things, "without Whom nothing is 
strong and nothing is holy." 

8on.e Jome. 
WILLIAM HARRIS, 

of Islington, was born of pious oe.reuts at 
Great Ivy, near Me.idstone, on November 
27th, 1825. His father ( who we.a a gardener 
and coachman) was accidentally killed while 
driving. when he was about 15. and after a 
few months his mother removed to London, 
bringing him. her only surviving child, with 
her. His early acquaintances were far from 
reiigious, and led him into various places of 
worldly amusement. Thr,:mgh all, however, 
God watched over him. and he was wont 
afterwards to avow that he pursued this 
coarse with compunction, the memory ol 
bis father being ever before him, constituting 
a rebuke to his sin a.nd folly. 

When about 24 he m&rried. His wife, who 
pre-deceased him on December ~2nd, 1891, 
wa~ his real helpmeet. Their early trials
Joss of work. illness, and business per
plexities-were not li,iht,, and the•e they 
bad to bear alone, as the Lord bad not th•n 
revealed Himse!C to them, a.nd they knew 
not (as in after years) the blessedness_ of 
casting their burdens upon Him. Dropping 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 227 

In o.t "Providence," Oba.pel, I•lington, on 
one occo.sloa, he met n. former eompa.nion. 
who wo.rmly welcomed him. Sub•eqnently 
he and bis wire regulo.rly o.ttended the 
•ervlce•, o.nd o.rter Rome yeo.rs be joined the 
Obnrch, being bo.ptlzed, with /l ve otbere, by 
the po.elor, Mr. J. Gia.skin. Alter some nine 
ye,.re cironmsto.nces led him elsewhere, o.nd 
eventno.lly be became o.n a.ltendo.nt 11,t 
•' Salem," Willon-eqne.ro. He did not 11,t first 
join the Oburch, until 11, sermon from the 
late Mr. Wm. Flo.ck, from Job xxili. 10 was 
eo blessed to him tha.t be WM conetre.ined to 
do eo. Here he continued to the Iaet, for 
many yee.re filling the office of dea.con. 

More recently he,;upplied various pnlpite, 
though with much diffidence, Hie mesao.gee 
were, however, bles'ffld ; e.nd thus en
couraged he continued to serve different 
Ca.uses until hie death. His one theme wo.a 
"Obrist crucifhd." When preaching, hie 
feelings often overce.me him, ea.using him 
to po.use, while tee.re suffaeed his eyee. 
Quote.tions from hymns, eapecie.lly tho,e 
of D•. Watts, were frequent in his di•
coureea, his favourites being those com
mencing:-" No more, my God, I b:,ast no 
more:" "My God, the Spring of all my 
joys:" "When I can read my title clear;" 
and "Come, Ho!~ Spirit, Heavenly Dove." 
The "Pilgrim's Progress" he a.lso highly 
esteemed and frequently referred to. 

It wae long his deeirA to preach in "Provi
dence" Obo.pel, Me.idstone, which, o.s a boy, 
be attended with his father. This wieh we.s, 
to hie great joy, gratified soma yea.re since, 
though unaware of the circnmste.ncee which 
led to his so doing. 

The infirmities of o.g~ began recenLly to 
tell upon him, but his fe.culties remained 
unimpaired. In the past winter he wa.s 
prostrated by severe colds, which greatly 
enfeebled him, e.nd finally acute bronchitis 
caused his death on April 1·•th last, in his 
77th year. 

He had no prevision that his end was 
near. for he told his pastor (Mr, G. W. 
Clark) on the day before the •· home call" 
that he thought he should shortly recover. 
Though conscioua to the end he could not 
speak for the last few hours; but he knew 
those standing around, and when apoken to 
responded by signs that all understood. As 
the sun roae we told him that it waa Easter 
Sunday: e.nd at nine o'clock his spirit 
departed to be "for ever with the Lord. 
Many mourn his loss, but we anticipe.te 
joining him in 11, better world. 

Hie mortal remains were la.id to reet in 
Abbey Park Oemetery on the following 
Satnrdaf, 11, service being previously held in 
"Salem' Ohapel. His pastor officiated o.t 
the grave, e.nd 11,iso on the following evening 
delivered e. memorie.l sermon, which we.a 
not only appropriate to the event, but eym
po.thetic, e.nd 11,pprecio.ti ve of the excellencies 
of e. depe.rted colleague and friend. 

SARAH EVELING. 
On April 30th, 1903, in the 66th yeo.r of her 

a.ge, Sarah Eveling pe.ased to her eternal 
rest. She wa.s o. fond wife and a devoted 
mother, o.nd her kind o.nd gentle manner 
go.i ned for her the love o.nd esteem of all 
tho.t knew her. From eo.rly days she wo.s o. 
firrn believer In sovereign graco. and many 
nre the gro.cio1H sayinllS that !ell from her 
Ii ps. For the 10.st few years o. wee.k heart 
prevented her from attending His earthly 
courts e.s often o.• she desired, which she 
loved so well. Her hnguage wa• : 
"My soul shnll pray for Zion still. 

While lire or breath remains: 
There my best friends, my kindred dwell, 

'rhere God, my So.vionr, reigns." 

Tbe deo.r L~rd graciou•ly favoured her with 
mo.ny manifestntion'i of His goodneAR, and it 
wo.a a real privilege to be by her bed•ide, e.a 
out or the fnlness of her heart she told oi 
the wonderful way the Lord ho.d led ber, 
blessing her at the last with a conscion•nes• 
or Hi A Di vine presence and support, and in 
opening up the Scriptures. 

"Jesus. the vision of Thy face 
Hath overpowering charms; 

Scarce ebnll I feel Death's cold embrace. 
If Christ be in my arms. 

Tben, while ye bear my heartstrings break, 
How sweet my minote• roll: 

A mortal paleness on my cheek, 
And glory in my soul." 

That our last days may be like here is the 
prayer of her sorrowing husband and 
children.-THOMAS EVEL!NG. 

ELIZABETH CUSHING. 
Oar dear departed sister henrd the joyful 

news, "Child. come home!" on April 24th, 
having been for fifty years an honourable 
member of the Church at Bethesda 
(Ipswich). Sbe was convinced of her 
sinnArship whilst among the Wesleyans, 
and brought into Goepel liberty under the 
ministry of Mr. Pocock, by whom she wa• 
ba.ptized in 185:t since when she never 
doubted her interest in the finished work of 
Christ, though ehe had many misgivings 
respecting the "meal and oil." Rhe was a 
fervent lover of new covenant verities and 
Scriptural Church order. liberal to the 
Cause and kind to the sick. She laboured 
eighteen years in the Sabbath-s~hool with 
the writer (who kept on in that delightful 
work for thirty-two years), the happiest 
period of our pilgrimage. 

Her health had long been failing, o.nd her 
spirit panted for home. Near the end she 
remarked: "Our talking days are over. 
We have had nice times together," I 
replied : " The very reason 'tis so hard to 
part." With emphasi• she then said: "But 
think what.a •tore of bliss is for us in that 
beautiful world! You will soon come." 

The end came suddenly. A dear sister 
called in. and enjoyed a few minutes' con
verse with her, to whom she said: "I feel I 
shall not live much longer. I have no fee.r 
a.bout hereafter, but I dread the fe.11 of the 
hammer." She became faint .. and h,avinl? 

~n~~~! i~~d-~S fo.i~ir1~ttR~~~-f,resent 

CHARLES BERRY 
departed this life on April 21st, aged 83 
yeara. at Friston, near Saxmundham. a 
resident in the neighbourhood dnring lifP, 
a Joye.I and respected member and senior 
deacon of the Baptist Church of Christ in 
the.t ple.ce. Our brolher ho.d been many 
months confined to his bed through weak
ness. still his zeal for the welfare of Zion 
wo.s n ppermost. We are glad to learn that 
through the kindness of his respected 
employer (Yr. Wentworth) he he.i e. weekly 
o.llowo.nce of five shillings. This addition to 
his club benefits, nnd tho.t of other friends, 
led him to prove that promise sweet, " As 
thy day, s'> shall thv strength be." His 
favourite hymn. "On Jordan's stormy 
hanks," is now fully ree.lised. Thus, 

"Part of the host bath crossed the flood, 
And pa.rt n.re crossing now." 

-W.M. 
SARAH LUMMIS, 

of Thordon, Snffolk, was led by the Holy 
Spirit to see herself a sinner, whilst hearing 
the words of the Psalmist-, •· Oh that men 
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:;,';iulir fr~:i:o.;3;rr~?~o:~~ t!ti,;gg~~~!~ 
of men ! " Under the ministrl' of Me. Charles 
Hill she was brought into liberty, and joined 
t-he Stoke A•h Chnrch with her husband. on 
May ~•d. 1872. She he.s been an honourable 
member and well-wisher of the Cau•e. She 
pee,cefully pe.ssed from this lire on May 5th, 
1~03, tmsting in Lhe finished work of Christ. 

MRS. JULIA SALMON. 
the beloved wife of Mr. W. H. Sa.lmon, of 
Gravesend, sweetly fell asleep in Jesus on 
March 28th. Our _de_pll,rted sister was early 
brought to know· an'd love the Lord. and 
openly confessed her faith and love to 
Christ in believers' baptism on the 30th 
June. 1872. Rhe was led throu,h the 
bs.ptismal waters by her father. the late Mr. 
Thomas Chivers (then pastor at Zion Chapel, 
High Wycombe), and had as her compallion 
in this happy rite one who afterwards 
became her father-in-law, arid these two 
dea.r friends. who together joined the same 
CLurch (at High Wycombe) stood in 
membership with the same Chnrch (Zoar, 
Gravesend) when the call came to join the 
Chnrch triumphant. During those early 
'\""ee.rs our sister was a.n active worker in the 
!'lnnday-echool. and took a lively interest in 
Chnrch affairs generally. From her youth 
she was the snbject of very delicate health, 
which bnrden she wa.s enabled to carry with 
Christian heroism and fortitude, and her 
husband declares that in the nearly thirty 
yea.rR they lived together he "never knew 
her rebellions : bnt at time• has ~ined 
fresh stren...th in tears and prayers.' Her 
failing health has prevented anything like 
regular attendance at the sanctuary for 
some considerable time : bnt she found the 
"E.,. & G. H." to be very helpful, and 
wonld with avidity read all the pieces 
bearing on the afllictions of the people of 
God and ihe ground of consolation amid 
those afllictions. and would often pass on the 
magazine to those near her, saying, "Isn't 
that nice?" "Hawker'sScriptnre Portions" 
was a book always near to hand, and its 
savoury. spiritual contents ea.used it to be 
especially sweet. Den ham's Hymns, and F. 
R. Haverga.J's lines." Have yon not a word 
for Jesus?" were also much prized. Though 
her health had been failing her end was yet 
quite sudden-this prevented any "last 
words," but they were not necessary. Otten 
she sang: 

" Ere long I hope to join the throng 
Who bow before the King; 

And in one everlasting song, 
My hallelujah bring!" 

Her mortal remains were laid to rest by her 
pastor on April 2nd, and a memorial sermon 
preached on the follo'!'ing Lord's-day 
evening from Rev. xxu. 4, o).-C. A. G. 

MAURICE TAYLOR, 

of Hitcham. This good brother very 
suddenly received the Master's call," Come 
up hither," on March 6th. In the yea.r 1860 
(March 6th) our brother _waR baptized and 
received into membership at Watt,sham, 
and for forty-three years lived a consistent 
and god!v life. and for many yeara was a 
regular attendant upon the means of grace, 
till old age and infirmity prevented him 
from so doing. He leaves behind an afllicted 
wife. His mortal remain• were laid to rest 
on March 11th till the resnrrectio~ morn. 
When our day's work is done may we hear 
the Maeter's call, "Come up hither." So 
prays-WILLIAM DEA.YES. 

Mns. WILSON. 
With heartralt grief we ha.veto record the 

death ilf the wife of our beloved deo.con 
Mr. Wilson. Though poorly for some weeks' 
p,ist. none of us thought her end near, but 
on Thnesday, Ap•il 23,d, the co.II came l\nd 
she joined the company or the redeemed 
above. By her o)n•istent Christian life o.nd 
the gentleness 1<nd sweetne•• of her dis
position, she had endeared herself to us all 
We deeply symp,ithiso with the heart: 
strickeu husband and family, and pray that 
the con,olations of Christ mo.y abound with 
them. The funeral took place at Road on 
Monday, April 2ith.-J. W. S., Widcombe, 

HE LOVED ME. 
HE loved me (oh, truth profound I) 
Before He fixed the ocean's bound, 
Or bade the co.Im, strong mountains rise 
Or hung_ the star-lights iu the skies ; ' 
Before He m'\de e~rth, heavens, or sea, 
He aet His sovereign love cin me. 
He laid aside His glory bright ; 
He turned Him from the realms of light ; 
He left the angels pure and bleat ; 
Ah I more-He left His Father's breast; 
Ho came to this polluted part, 
For sake of my poor guilty heart. 
He trod this world with weary feet ; 
He thirsted in the noon-tide heat ; 
He hungered 'mid the desert gloom ; 
He wept beside the darksome tomb ; 
He agonized, while night-dew fell, 
Becanse He loved my soul so well, 
Like some mild lamb, He meekly stood 
Before the men who craved His blood ; 
With patience infinite He bore 
Their insults base and scourging sore : 
He chose the thorns-the cross-the grave, 
For love of me-a sin-bonnd slave. 
He loved me in the years gone by, 
Nor have my sins of crimson dye 
Estranged His heart-He loves me still, 
In spite of all I do and feel ; 
Nor will He change-His love shall be 
My joy through o.ll eternity. 

ISA, 

"HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED 
JESUS." 

JESUS, precioas Name from heaven, 
Name of swee1neee unto me, 

By the Father to Thee given ; 
Come, ob come, and dwell with me. 

Jesus, Saviour, joyful sing, 
All ye saints of olden time; 

Raise the song, and gladly bring 
PraiRes in yon heavenly clime. 

Jesus is our watchword here; 
On our foreheads Jet it be ; 

All the way poor travellers nea.r, 
Jesus she.II their glory be, 

Jesus, Jesus, First and L2ilt 
Of our songs, we sing aloud; 

Saving to the uttermost 
All the purchase of His blood. 

Jesus, Pillow or my soul, 
Let me lean upon Thy breast; 

Purge and sanctify the whole ; 
Speak, and give me perfect rest. 

Jesus, Balm of ea.re and woe, 
Cure for all my hateful sin • 

Come and cleanse me through and through ; 
Make me glad e.nd keep me clean. 

J~aua, then Thy precious Name 
Sha.II be all in all to me ; 

Jesus, evermore the same. 
Let me all Thy glory see.-J. T. 



CHRIST, A RANSOM FOR ALL. 

BY A. EBENEZER REALFF. 
( Concluded from page 207.) 

11 Who gave Himself a ransom FOR ALL, to be testified in dae time," or II the 
testimony to be.borne in its own times."-1 Tim. ii. 6 (R.V.). 

SO distinguished is the personality of the Lord Jesns: so unique is His 
relation to the salvation of God : so important is it to be interest€d 

in the love of His heart, the blood of His cross and His living advocacy 
with the Father, that our knowledge of Him can never be too accurate 
and extensive. Under this impression, we continne the meditation of 
page 205. We will consider, 

III.-THE FAVOURED PEOPLE here presented. "Who gave Himself 
FOR ALL "-a term which, though in its nature general and compre
hensive, is often employed in a distinctive and exclusive sense.* We 
have therefore to consider the design of the glorious act we have 
considered, on the part of the munificent Benefactor, and the extent and 
influence assigned to it in the Scriptures of unerring truth. 

The Lord Himself said, "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
Me." Did the" all" here referred to, comprehend the entire human 
race, or the whole chosen family of God-" the Church," " His Body," 
the Bride of Christ ? Manifestly the latter, or we should be ariven to 
the conclusion, either that the Lord's statement here was a mistake, or 
that He did not fully know the meaning of what He said ; for all man
kind are certainly not drawn unto Him-no, not even by the cross. 

The word " all " is frequently used, with limitations, in the common 
parlance of our day ; as in such expressions as :-" All the world knows 
that Bach was an eminent musician ; " or " Everybody kuuws that the 
sun is not stationary, but moves in a large orbit around a distant star;" 
or "All went out to see the King;" in each of which the word, though 
including a large number, does not mean every human being. 

So, in the Scriptures, we read concerning the Baptist that there went 
out to him" all Judrea, and all the region round about Jordan." In 
2 Tim. i. -15 Paul states that "All they which are in Asia be turned 
away from me," but evidently not meaning every individual in that part 
of the globe. Nor does he, when relating that (in iv. 16), "all men for
sook me ; " nor in the next, verse, where he writes : " The Lord stood 

* In endeavouring to interpret universal terms, such as "the words world, 
the whole world, all men, and every man, ... you have been told to look well to 
the context in order to get the general drift and spirit and meaning of the 
writer. This advice, so far as it goes is good, and should, by all means, be 
strictly attended to; but the context will not always give the meaning. While, 
therefore, we should look well to the context, wo, in addition to the context, 
must koop close to the universal law of interpretation; which is-that both 
definite and indefinite phraseology must be taken in strict accord1tnce with the 
subject to which it is joined."-JAMES WELLS, "LETTERS TO THEOPHILUS." 

VoL. LIX. AuausT, 1903. P 
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with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully 
known, and that all the Gentiles might hear." In Col. i. 6, the same 
Apostle states that the Gospel "is come unto you, as it is in all the 
world." 

It is in the First Epistle of John, however, that we find what may 
be termed the strongest, and, at the same Gime, the clearest elucidation 
of this matter. In 1 John ii. 2 we read concerning Jesus, that " He is 
the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for (the 
sins of) the whole world;" and then in the last chapter (verse 19) 
'' We know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in the evii 
one" (R.V.).* There is thus, evidently, a whole saved world and a 
whole lost world within the World, in its most comprehensive sense. 

How precious the truth, that this Glorious One did actually give 
Himself a Ransom equally for all His flock I This is the Good 
Shepherd, who gave His life for the sheep-equally for them all, the 
Gentile as mnch as the Jew, the peasant as the prince, the child as the 
parent, the slave as the master. " All " were equally ransomed-

" Dea.rly we're bought, highly esteemed, 
Redeemed with precious blood, redeemed I " 

"Bot," enquires some anxious one, "how may I know whether I belong 
to this favoured people?" Attention to what follows may prove o'f 
help here, when we consider-

IV.-THE PROMISED TESTIMONY-" to be testified in due time." t 
The great subject of the Gospel ministry is that Christ "was delivered 
for our offences, and was raised again for our justification." Hence 
Paul says, "I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and Him erucified; " and in the words which immediately follow 
our text, " Where unto I am ordained a preacher and an Apostle." 

It seems clear, then, that it is by and under the preaching of " the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God II that we are to look for and expect 
this testimony, which is not only external but internal also. 

It is external by the preaching of the Cross. Ministers bear testimony 
to the grand and gloriorn, fact that Christ gave Himself a ransom for 
all-" I came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto 
you the testimony of God ; " " .Be not thou therefore ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord ; 11 

" Our testimony among you was believed." 
It is also internal, for "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

Word of God;" and" the testimony of Christ was con.firmed in you." 
Jesus promised that when He had gone into heaven, the Comforter 
should come, "whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, He shall testify of Me ; 11 

" He shall glorify Me : tor He 
shall receive of Mine, and shall shew it unto you." 

Has this blessed Gospel been thus applied by the Holy Ghost to your 
individual heart ? Because, if so, this is a precious and most certain 
evidence that you are included in the " all" of our text-" Knowing, 
brethren beloved, your election of God. For our Gospel came not unto 
you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 

• en to p(J'Tl,ero. 
t To marturion kairois idiois. The margin reads "a testimony-in due 

time," but the rendering of the Revised Version is exact, "the testimony (to 
be borne) in its own times" -- i.e., in Gospel Times. Under and by the preo.ching 
of the Gospel, this glorious fa.et was to be testified.-AUTHOR'B NOTE. 
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much assurance." This does not necessarily mean that it was at first 
uccompanied, or ever has been since, with "full assurance of faith." 
Was there not, however, "much as,mrance concerning some things l " 
Were you not strongly assured of your sinnership in the sight of a holy 
God ? of your ur~ent need of salvation? that none but Christ could 
possibly save you? You may not just then have been assured that you 
were saved by Him. Perhaps that assurance has been given you since. 
But even if not as yet, certainly you have been effectually called, for 
the hetirt and life have been turned God-ward. You shall, therefore, be 
fully "justified,'' and ultimately "glorified." 

THE PIOUS LIAR-UP TO DATE. 
•• He lied unto him."-1 Kings xiii. 18. 

WHEN Jeroboam was king of Israel, "a man of God" was divinely 
sent from Judah to Bethel to rebuke the sin of this wicked 

Monarch in establishing idolatrous worship. His duty discharged, "an 
old prophet" courteously invited him to partake of his hospitality ere 
he returned. He at first declined, being forbidden by God to " eat 
bread or drink water" in that place ; but subsequently complied, being 
deceived by an elaborate falsehood. How, when the interview. was over 
and he was on his homeward journey, "a lion met him by the way and 
slew him" for his disobedience ; how the man who " lied unto him " 
whimpered over his dead body and had it laid in his own grave, directing 
that he should lie with him when his end should come, forms an instruc
tive story. "Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written 
for our learning." 

Observe, then, that two characters claim attention : 
11 A MAN OF GOD" WHO WAS A PROPHET, AND "AN OLD PROPHET" 

WHO WAS NOT " A MAN OF GOD." 

We can form an ideal biography of each. The first was" man of God," 
the early designation of a _qodly man-one favoured with saving grace, 
who boldly took the Lord's side. Such portions of the Bible as then 
existed had been blessed to him; he had learned to hope in Divine 
mercy, from the typical ceremonies he had witneesed: and was one who 
"feared God" and "called upon Him in truth." 

Further, special illumination had been vouchsafed him. God had 
disclosed His thoughts to him, and commissioned him to impart these to 
others. Hence he was a prophet, having received "power and command
ment" to commend righteousness, rebuke sin and at times to predict 
the future. He was a recluse, and held no fellowship with the corrupt 
priests whom the King favoured and the vicious prophets who dwelt near 
the royal residence. 

The :i old prophet," though urbane, sociable, and possessed of the 
sentimental piety which often passes for spirituality, was, at heart, 
godless. Like Balaam, the •• man of the opened eyes but graceless 
heart," he too had received the seer's mystic gift. His utterances 
enforced nLtention ; his predictions were verified, and by common 
consent he was regarded as an old and venerable prophet. 

That his character was bad, appoors from his residing at Bethel, the 
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seat of the religious abominations of his day, and his unscrupulousness 
in luring a true prophet to his doom. 

We are therefore warned to 

DISTINGUISH lrnTWEEN GIFTS A.ND GRA.OE. 

These, though different and independent endowments, are often mistaken 
for each other. Grace is a proof of Divine and eternal goodwill ; gifts 
may be imparted to those whom Sovereignty never included within the 
lines of love and blood; grace profits its possessor; gifts benefit others. 
?race ensures ou: being ~nd doing _good ; . gifts by themselves may 
rncrease our capacity for bemg and domg evil. All to whom grace is 
given will be saved; not a few receive gifts whose damnation is sure. 
"Many will (truthfully) say to" Christ" in the last day,' Lord, have we 
not prophesied in Thy name ? . . . and in Thy name done many wonder
ful works ? ' " And then will " He profess unto them, 'I never knew 
you; depart from Me, ye that "°ork iniquity.'" Grace will abide for 
ever; gifts are for time only, and will cease. The prophet must cast off 
his mantle; the professor leave his chair; the author lay down his pen; 
the preacher for the last time ascend the pulpit. Sanctity will, however 
survive death, and endure when time is no more. Again, ' 

GODLY MEN, WHETHER GIFTED OR NOT, MAY BE DELUDED BY MEN 

THAT A.RE GIFTED BUT GODLESS. 

Pathetic indeed is the picture of the man of God " sitting under an 
oak." He bad done well-rebuked the sin of the King-obtained by 
prayer the restoration of bis withered arm-refused his reward. Now, 
foodless and faint, he was a gracious man in a graceless place, and should 
have promptly sought his distant home. He however lingered, and was 
ruined through the lie of a supposed brother in office. " Duty deferred oft 
paves the way for sin," as many have since exemplified. Hamlet's father in 
the great tragedy lost his life by poison dropped into his ear by his 
brother while he slept, and many have lost nearly all they could lose as 
Christians through moral and religious poison, instilled into their souls 
when they failed to " keep vigil." Isaac Watts was perverted by the 
fascination of Sabellianism ; Robert Robinson died an all-but-avowed 
Socinian ; James Harrington Evans wrote against the true doctrine of 
the Trinity, though he recalled his book with shame and tears. 
Fullerism has gripped many who were once prominent Strict and 
Particular Baptists, and who now " build again that which they 
destroyed." Again, 

PIOUS LIES F'IND REA.DIER CREDENCE WREN CONJOINED WITH 

INDISPUTABLE TRUTHS. 

Hear that hoary old sinner--" I am a prophet also as thou art." This 
was true. None denied it. "An angel spake unto me by the word of the 
Lord, saying, ' Bring him back with thee.' " This we.s an infernal and 
infamous lie, but who could question its veracity ? 

" A lie that is all a lie, may be met and fought with outright; 
But a lie which is part a truth is e. he.rder matter to fight." 

Eo to-day few with any pretentions to religion would listen to flagrant 
and profane heresy; but after a simple and pathetic prayer: arter ,vords 
breathing loving wlicitude for those whose hearts are burdened and sad: 
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after expressions of the tenderest sympathy with those hypothetical non
entities "honest-doubters : " after violent denunciations of forms of sin 
which none of the Congregation ever dreamed of committing : after a 
torrent of bosh about '' fidelity to conscience" and "loyalty to Christ," 
-who has discrimination enough to challenge subsequent statements, 
though these should half deify humanity and detract from the ineffable 
end incommunicable glory of the Most High ? Further, 

ERROR 18 OFTEN ATTRACTIVE IN PROPORTION TO THE PERSO~AL 
FASCINATION OF ITS .ADVOCATES, 

We know not this pious old rascal's motive: whether mortified pride, 
that a stranger, rather than himself, had been sent to the King, or a 
desire to be honoured by one whom God had owned. Externally he 
presented the semblance of unselfish consideration, which inspired 
credence for his falsehood. 

" Who would have looked for a liar under hoary hairs and a holy 
mantle ? Who would not have trusted that gravity when there was no 
colour of any gain in the untruth? Nothing is so apt to deceive as the 
fairest semblances, as the sweetest words. Well might this man of God 
think-' An aged man, an old prophet, will not sure, belie God unto Me. 
No one will forge a lie but for an advantage, and what can he gain by 
my compliance but the entertainment of an unprofitable guest ? ' " -
BISHOP RALL. 

Let the reader, if the lowliest of all humble preachers, remember 
that it is worth Satan's while to deceive HIM, and some of hell's pious 
lackies may be employed to " compass sea and land to make a proselyte" 
(Matt. xxiii. 15) of the simple-hearted Calvinist;. "Those that seduce " 
(1 John ii. 26) and "zealously affect you" (Gal. iv. 17) do not wholly 
belong to the far past. Observe further that 

GOD'S WORD IS THE ONLY TEST OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH. 

The man of God had to decide between the declaration of the true God 
and the voice of a fictitious angel. The temptation of our mother Eve in 
Eden was here virtually repeated, as it has been or will be in the case of 
all experimental Christians. It is the crux of to-day. Here the ways of 
popular religionists and God's true servants part, or the latter will land 
themselves in misery untold. What the Bible says to poor and plain 
men is to be implicitly believed ; what popular modern piety says is to 
be received with caution_ Nothing should be accepted without the 
direct support of the Inspired Volume. 

" If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and 
giveth thee a sign or a wonder, and (even if) the sign or the wonder 
come to pass whereof he spake unto thee, . . . thou shalt not hearken 
unto that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God 
proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God wit½ a\\ 
your soul. . . . And ye shall serve Him and cleave unto H11n 
(Deut. xiii. 1-4 ). 

As a closing lesson, we are warned to guard against 

THE POSSIBLE TREACHERY OF HOSPITALITY. 

This form of kindness is potent for good or evil. . It. is a Christain 
duty "to entertain strangers," and to " use hospitality one toward 
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another without grudging." M1tny trace their advancement in the 
spiritual life to their genial reception into the home-circle of some godly 
family. 

Hospitality is, however, at times a snare laid for the simple-hearted 
whom it has been the means of deluding into error and folly. "Come to 
my abode: eat bread and drink water," said the old dissembler-when 
enticing the man of God into the act of sin which occasioned his death. 
"Beware" good reader, "lest any man spoil" or "make a spoil of" you 
in like manner. A warm and well-lit p1ulour: a repast, so generously 
provided : sweet music : the air of refinement and subtle flattery have 
led many a young disciple to oppose a faithful pastor as to principles 
and practices which he knew in his heart to be wrong, and generally to 
throw in his influence on the ilide of fashion and carnality. "I verily 
believe that some people would almost sell their souls to get asked out to 
tea," wailed a wonhy deacon, loug deceased, to the writer thirty-five 
years since. 

Reader, the writer's weary heart is stirred with real pain as he seeks 
to discern the signs of the times. With the great religious world 
(save in connection with a few Societies of a purely benevolent character) 
he h[lg nothing to do. He would, however, address those among 
whom he has @o long dwelt. "Let us choose to us judgment: let 
us know amonir ourselves what is good : for the ear trieth words as 
the palate tasteth meat'' (Job xxxiv. 3, 4). How few of us seem to be 
able to detect heresy when made palatable with captivating eloquence I 
or dare to raise the warning cry of danger! as was the wont of our 
fathers when peril was nigh. 0 for Ithuriel's spear with which to touch 
some of the apparently harmless errors which are prevalent and disclose 
r he evil which they involve and the mischief they will do (" Paradise 
Lost," iv. 800). Many of our young people, to quote George Murrell, 
"do not know soapsuds from syllabub," and will receive any testimony 
if only the alleged prophet has " a sweet and saintly countenance and a 
voice which, though low, charms by its strange suggestiveness of pathos 
and power." But 

"No prophet or dreamer of dreams, 
No master of plausible speech, 

To live like an angel who seems 
Or like an apostle to preach, 

Should meet with a moment's regard, 
But rather be boldly withstood, 

If anything easy or hard 
He bring, save the Lamb and His blood." 

THE 1'RAGIC END OF THE MAN OF GOD. 

Tbii:; we are apt to consider most mysterious and melancholy; but 
was the punishment indeed so severe as it at first seems ? " I cannot 
but think that this man died in the favour of God, though by the 
teeth of the lion. His life was forfeited for example: but his soul was 
safe." The roar of the wild beast: the crash of that cruel paw: the 
man's frenzied cry : and then-the repose of Paradise in the fulness of 
joy and the vision of God for ever. 

" The penalty of a forgiven sin is never hard to bear, and is 
often punctually and mercifully exacted." Strong in some points
weak in one-this saint's easy credulity might have led him into yet 
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sudder error, had more seductive temptation assailed him in the future. 
An early death is sometimes God's gracious answer to the prayer " Lead 
us not into temptation." Some that we knew and loved er~ed and 
strayed, and we cried, " Would God they had died when their names 
were fragrant and their power at its zenith." 

They, however, lived to lapse-survived to sin-lingering here, 
though all had ceased to trust them-and, at last dying, " unwept, 
unhonoured, and unsung." 

SPIRITUAL MAGNETISM, OR LESSONS FROM 
THE LOADSTONE. 

BY J. ANTHONY GEE. 

(Concluded from page 214.) 

IT is exceedingly difficult to present abstract and recondite ideas to 
those who are wholly unacquainted with them; yet so to do forms 

no unimportant branch of a teacher's work. This he often endeavours 
to effect by leading thought upward from the known to the unknown ; 
from the visible to thP. invisible; from the natural to the spiritual-and 
by Lracing points of analogy between what is present and familiar, and 
what is remote and beyond the sphere of ordinary observation. Hence 
th-e Most High, by His servant Hosea says," I have used similitudes." 
The Master's discourses also abound with statements of common things 
which spiritual things and facts resemble or are "like." 

" He spake of lilies, vines, and corn, 
The sparrow, and the raven ; 

And yeast, and bread, and flax, and cloth, 
And eggs, and fish, and candles; 

See, how the whole familiar world, 
He most divinely he.ndles." 

The writer, therefore, felt warranted, in a previous paper, in tracing 
some resemblance between the properties of a wonderful natural object 
and certain revealed truths which make for our peace. In continuation 
he observes that 

A magnet-whether natural or artificial-cannot attract a piece cf 
unmagnetised iron or steel. It indeed appears to do so, but its order of 
adion is invariably to create an affinity between the object and itself by 
first turning it into a magnet. It must be changed before it can be 
attracted. When this has taken place, then, and then only, can there 
be reciprocity and attmction-and this change, whatever its nature, is 
unseen. The object presents the same appearance ; it is not altered in 
shape or wei~ht-and yet something absolutely essential to its yielding 
to the strange and subtle influence has actually been imparted to it. 

May we not, then, learn some spiritual truths from these facts ? 
Reverently regarding the Lord 11s the great Centre and Source of all 
spiritual attraction, and comparing a man or woman of the world t? _a 
piece of iron, the graciom1 transformation which the Holy Spmt 
works in the heart of a sinner may be likened to the wonderful change 
which the natural magnet causes in the piece of unmagnetised iron. 
The soul so wrought upon feels the attractive power of spiritual objects, 
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and a reciprocity is recognised between the quickened soul and God 
Himself. The Saviour's words are thus realised: "No man can come 
to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him "-or, as in 
Kent's felicitous paraphrase :-

" To Christ, except the Father draw, 
No wandering sinner goes; 

So saith the written Word, we know, 
But men the truth oppose. 

The drawings of the Father's gre.ce, 
Work sweetly on the will; 

Salvation in His name to place, 
Who did the law fulfil." 

Thus unless the Divine magnet infuses spiritual magnetism into the 
heart of one of A.dam's race, there can be no attraction towards the 
Saviour. When, however, this marvellously blessed (though outwardly 
unseen) change has once been wrought, a yearning after Him is 
originated, and Job's words come spontaneously from the heart," Oh 
that I knew where I might find Him." 

Further. When a piece of iron is brought into contact with a. magnet, 
virtue from the magnet is diffused throughout the metal. This recalls 
the case of the " woman who had suffered from an issue of blood for 
twelve years, and who came behind Jesus and touched the border of 
His garment, and immediately her issue of blood stanched." " And 
Jesus said, Who touched Me?" "for I perceive that virtue hath gone 
ont of Me." Does not this illustrate, if it does not exemplify, the super
natural influence which flows from Him, in whom all fulness of power 
resides, and which permeates to the innermost springs of character and 
action in His beloved and redeemed people ? 

Further. A resemblance may be traced between an ordinary 
artificial magnet, and a saved sinner, in that neither is self-made. A 
living hand must bring the inert iron or steel into contact with the 
loadstone, or it will remain in its original condition ; and a living and 
Divine power mnst so bring the sinner and the Saviour together as to 
create the gracious affinity and infuse the life of grace into inert souls
inert because dead in trespasses and sins-before spiritual activity can . 
exist. 

A.gain, if a darning-needle is firmly stroked with a magnet, it 
becomes a magnet itself. Now, if it is then greased and lightly laid on 
the B'l.11'face of the cold water in a goblet, as soon as it is at rest, it 
disposes itself in a certain position-and veers round till it points to the 
pole star in the northern sky. The reason for this is that the direction 
of the pole-star nearly coincides with the north magnetic pole of the 
earth between which and the magnetised needle there is an affinity. 

Here, once more, the parallel between the natural and spiritual fact 
is striking and instructive. The grace of the Holy Spirit which imparts 
spiritual life to the soul establishes a vital connection between the sinner 
and Christ. Does the sensitived needle point to the pole-star ? A 
living faith enquires for the living Saviour. He is the centre to wh~ch 
al1 the powers of the mind which has been brought into affinity with 
God tend. To be conscious of His attractiveness and attraction is, 
iherefore, no unimportant evidenee of interef!t in His love and blood. 

" Bo a soul that's born of God, 
Pants to view His glorious fe.oe ; 
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Upward tends to Hie abode, 
To rest In His embrace." 

237 

Again, the force and vigour of a horseshoe magnet are maintained lti; 
a keeper, in the form of a soft piece of iron, which should be kept in 
contact with its poles or extremities. In this, too, we see a similarity 
to spiritual things. We read that "The Lord ia thy keeper," and when 
there is direct contact between Him and the soul, that soul is made 
strong, and the graces flow abundantly. 

The characteristics of a piece of magnetised steel are altogether 
changed. How, is still a mystery even to the scientific. It cannot 
indeed be seen in the metal itself. It is, however, manifest if the 
magnet is placed beneath a piece of cardboard, on the other side of 
which iron or steel filings are sprinkled. If the card is then gently 
tapped, the filings will be drawn into a beautiful design, showing the 
lines of force emanating from the magnet. 

Here again an anaiogy appears between the changed bar of steel '!.nd 
a divinely changed sinner. A new force, power, or influence ever 
emanates from one who is "born of the Spirit." As a piece of steel 
before magnetisation is inert, so an unchanged character is spiritually 
inactive ; but inwrought grace is influential and operative, and affects 
those with whom true Christians come into contact. 

A simple experiment which may be performed with an ordinary 
magnet, strikingly illustrates another divine truth. Well mix together 
some small seeds such as those of the poppy, with an equal quantity of 
iron filings. Who can separate them ? It is easily done by stirring the 
mixture with the magnet, to which the iron filings are attracted, while the 
seeds remain behind. Thus mankind is a mixed multitude; who shall separate 
the just from the unjust ? Let the Gospel be preached and there is a 
separation at once. " For the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness ; but unto us which are sa\"ed it is the power of God." 
Thus "the truth" is the effecUve force by which (through the Spirit's 
power) the Lord will show who are His. 

Lastly, we have spoken of a mysterious physical force, as illustrative 
of the gracious power exerted by God in Christ for the salvation and 
ultimate glorification of His people. The first we may style magnetic 
influence ; the second we would define as the power of Divine love. 
"God is love," and His drawings are effected by His putting forth His 
own energy to accomplish His own gracious ends. " I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love ; therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn 
thee." "I drew them with bands of love." 

This He infuses, "shedding abroad His love in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which is given unto us." This draws/rom the world and 
to Himself and His people, and its sacred influence will prevail till all 
His elect are assimilated and conformed to the image of His Son, and 
"stand with Christ in glory." 

" Drawn by suoh oords we onward move, 
Till round Thy throne we meet ; 

And, captives in the chains of love, 
Embraoe our Conqueror's feet." 

" BRETHREN " said an experienced /reacher to ,some younger 
' • d " ministers, " keep to the old road, but avo1 the ol ruts. 

Q 
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HUMAN ACCOUNTABILITY ASSERTED-HUMAN 
RESPONSIBILITY DENIED. 

BT THE AUTHOR OF "A MANUAL OF FAITH AND PRACTICE," 

IT is essential, when discussin~ a scientific subject, to employ all lead
ing terms in the sense which authority and usage have assigned to 

them. If we do not concur as to the precise meaning of the principal 
words we use, final agreement is impossible. Definition must, therefore 
precede and form the basis of argument. ' 

This is peculiarly true of the science of Theology. Many con
troversies might have been avoided had both parties understood, at the 
onset, the exact thought which each considered to be conveyed by some 
prominent and oft-recurring word. 

Take for instance the two familiar expressions-Human Accounta
bility and Human Responsibility. Many appear to regard these as 
synonymous and interchangeable-and when a consistent Calvinist has 
avowed his denial of the latter, have imagined that he regarded human 
beinge as machines or brutes ; under no law of moral obligation ; unable 
to control their own movements or forecast the consequences ; in no 
sense liable for their issues ; and no more to be censured or commended 
whatever happens, than a chess-man-yielding passively to the force of 
the player's hand-is to be praised or blamed for the failure or success 
of the game in which its movement.'! were so greatly concerned. 

The doctrine-" that all events are subject to fate, and happen by 
unavoidable necessity," however, so far from entering into the creed of 
such Calvinists as ourselves, is the object of our emphatic abhorrence 
and protest. We loath it as hostile to the declarative glory of God and 
the well-being of men; and resist it as wholly contrary to the teachings 
of the Inspired Book. 

This, however, does not prevent our drawing a sharp line of demarka
tion between the ideas indicated by the two terms under consideration 
-and, while pleading for the truth of the first, emphatically denying 
the second. 

HUMAN ACCOUNTABILITY. 

In a book, published in 1887, which has been favourably received by 
a large majority of Strict and Particular Baptists, the Author devotes 
two paragraphs to this subject. In the first, at page 20, he observes 
that:-

" We believe that men, as intelligent creatures, are accountable 
to God for their natural endowments, their social advantages and 
their worldly possessions, and that the way in which these are used 
or abused will be most stricUy investigated at the Day of J udgment 
(Eccles. xi. 9, xii. 14 ; Acts xvii. 31 ; Rom. ii. 6-11 ; 2 Cor. v. 
10; Gal. vi. 7, 8; Rev. xx. 11-13)." 

This indeed only summarises what we are persuaded that all our 
brethren of repute and position believe. None can be more careful than 
they to represent sinners as accountable as intellectual and moral beings 
under the law, which they hold should be preached in its fulness of 
sanction and penalty to all men. The subject is considered in Stevens's 
"Help for the True Disciples of Emmanuel," and JameR Wells's 
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<I LeUers to Theophilus," I. 181, and II. 204, 213. What we mean
and crave to be understood to mean by 

HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY 
is, however, wholly different, as the writer's MANUAL again, on page 
203, testifies :-

" While we firmly hold the accountability of all men to God, we 
deny the doctrine of Human Responsibility, namely, that men are 
answerable to Him for the non-possession of faith and its attendant 
blessings-nor do we believe that the absence of heaven-born and 
spiritual faith is sin in unregenerate persons." 

Confirmatory notes are added-one only of which have we space to 
transcribe :-" Responsibility differs from accountability in essential 
particulars. In it the will of the person is consulted. It cannot fall 
on a man without his consent, and its obligations are assumed with his 
own full concurrence. When there has been no response, there can be 
no responsibility ; for to respond is essential to the creation of responsi
bility. Every one bound under a responsibility is bound under his own 
free act."-lsRAEL ATKINSON. 

These observations have arisen from a letter, addressed to the writer 
as Editor of this Magazine by a gifted and honoured ministerial brother 
in Suffolk, in reference to what is said on page 173 of this Volume:
" Do not (he asks) the Scriptures teach Human Responsibility ?-not 
for salvation, this is a Divine gift. 

Surely, however, man as a sinner is responsible before God, and 
liable to be called to account at any moment for his sins. Does not 
Rom. i. 18-20, teach the responsibility of the Gentile world ? If not, 
what is its meaning-or how shall we understand the assertion " that 
they are without excuse ? Are we not again taught the responsibility 
of the Jew in the second chapter of the same Epistle-for if not thus 
responsible, how "shall every mouth be stopped," and all of them be 
brought in guilty before God ? " 

It will thus be seen that the Editor and his esteemed correspondent 
are at one as to their convictions, but differ in the terminology they 
elect to adopt. The writer-following' John Stevens, William Palmer, 
and Israel Atkinson-is wont to style the natural relation of mankind 
to God under the law, and the liability which flows from it, Human 
Accountability; and to confine this phrase to the truth above stated. 
He also describes the fancied obligation of men to become new creatures, 
possess and exercise spiritual faith, and thus become "heirs of God and 
joint-heirs with Christ,"-Human Responsibility, which, when so 
described, he repudiates and refutes with all the force which God has 
given to his voice or pen. 

His friend does not observe this distinction, and so he submits, con
fuses ideas, by employing, as interchangeable, two terms between which, 
as they differ in meaning, a clear and sharp line of demarkation should 
be observed. 

The heterogenous company called the Christian world can or will not 
comprehend the reasons and motives which separate ns from so maoy 
whom we love in the Lord. Let us try to understand one another as 
far as possible I 
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THE LORD'S SUPPER AN ACT OF TESTIMONY. 
BY J, HAINES, OF HOMERTON, 

" For &B often as ye eat this bread, and drink the oup, ye proole.lm the Lord's 
dee.th till He oome."-1 Cor. xi. 26, REV. VER. 

QUESTIONS relating to this holy ordinance naturally divide them
selves into two divisions-those which concern the observance of 

the rite, and those which discuss its symbolical import. Both demand 
prayerful attention. Fidelity to Christ renders it obligatory on all His 
followers to carry out His expressed will in every detail; while it is 
important that every communicant should be able to answer the ques
tion, " What mean ye by this service ? " As Strict Baptists, it has 
been our endeavour, in the face of much opposition, to confine attend
ance at the Lord's table, to those for whom the privilege is Scripturally 
designed. It may, however, be questioned whether we have given equal 
thought to the significance of this solemn rite. It is therefore with 
pleasure that we present our readers with a letter from the valued and 
aged friend whose name heads this article. We make no comment on 
his remarks, which we transcribe verbatim and literatim:-

" I venture to give a few thoughts on this important matter, which 
I have held for many years. I give them for what they are worth. They 
may possibly help to elucidate some of the mysteries of an ordinance 
which we all hold to be an important feature in our Christian profession. 
The object of the institution of the Lord's Supper, I take to be to keep 
in perpetual remembrance the work of our Saviour in salvation. This 
work was twofold-to Justify and to redeem. The first is set forth 
in the breaking of the bread, the second in the cup and the poured-out 
wine. 

" This second part of the ordinance sets forth the fact of our Saviour 
suffering in our room and stead, when God poured forth His wrath 
against sin on His devoted head, instead of upon us. He thus put away 
our sin by the sacrifice of Himself. The breaking of bread has quite a 
different meaning. It does not signify His sufferings but to the 
important steps He took, preliminary to His shedding His blood on 
our behalf. 

" My first thought is that a righteous God cannot punish an inrwcent 
person. It was therefore necessary that Jesus should, in some sense, be a 
sinner. In Himself He was perfectly holy and without sin; this is set 
forth in the whole bread, which should be in one piece and also 
unleavened; this sets forth His perfect holiness in Himself. The bread 
should then be broken, setting forth the Holy One taking the room and 
place of the sinner: 'He was made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.' We see, then, 
that the holy Saviour was made or accounted sin, in order that a 
righteous God might punish Him in our room and stead. How 
then does the breaking of the one piece into many set this forth ? 
In the Scriptures sin is described under the figure of broken bones. The 
valley of dry, dil;located bones in Ezek. xxxvii. is an instance. It is said 
of Job that 'his bones are full of the sins of his youth' (Job xx. 11); 
' Their iniquities shall be upon their bones' (Ezek. xxxii. 27) ; ' 0 
Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed ' (Psa. vi. 2) ; ' Make me to 
hear joy and gladness, that the bones which Thou hast broken may 
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rejoice' (Pea. li. 8), These ScriJ.>tures may suffice to show that 'broken 
bones' are a type of sin; while John xix. 36 shows that bones not 
broken are a type of holiness. ' A bone of Him shall not be broken ' 
(see Exod, xii. 46; Numb. ix. 12), We see then the whole bread on the 
plate; it is then broken to set forth our Saviour being made sin for as, 
Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him. The act of breaking the bread is to show that Jesus was 
accounted a sinner, and that God was able righteously to punish Him 
instead of us. 

" When I sit down to the Lord's Supper, I see, when the bread is 
broken, my Saviour take my room and place as a sinner. When the 
wine is poured into the cup, I see that God poured His wrath on His 
head instead of mine. I thus have joy and peace in believing in His 
great and glorious work as my Substitute and Saviour, and 'show (or 
proclaim) His death till He come.' I should highly appreciate criticism 
on the views thus briefly stated." 

CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 
"I will deola.re what He ha.th done for my soul."-Psa. I.xvi. 16. 

ALL Christians acknowledge that God has done much for their souls, 
and that they have experienced a change which so affects both their 

condition and character as to render those who are its subjects "par
takers of the Divine nature" and the conscious heirs of glory. 

Of this change inspired writers furnish a high conception. The 
expressions " being born again " and " new creatures," with others of a 
parallel import, certainly denote what is remarkable and unique. 
Similar phraseology runs through the whole of the New Testament; nor 
can we suppose that it is inadvertent or accidental, to be lightly passed by 
or loosely interpreted. 

The Ephesians are reminded that they "were sometimes-not merely 
dark, but-darkness, but now were they light in the Lord ; " the 
Colossians that " God had delivered them from the power of darkness 
and translated them into the kingdom of His dear Son." Peter addresses 
those who had "tasted that the Lord is gracious" as " a chosen genera
tion, a royal priesthood, a holy nation," and " a peculiar people." We 
therefore conclude that a change, and this a paramount and permanent 
one, has ta.ken place in all who have become sincere Christians, in whom 
something must be experienced-that is, "known and /elt"-corres
ponding to the ideas represented by the expressions we have cited. Some 
grand revolution of impression and sentiment which has radically 
affected the principles and practices of both the inner and outer life, and 
which has commenced an era in the Uhristian's moral and spiritual 
history, is plainly referred to. 

Varieties indeed exist, occasioned by a difference in the respective 
circumstances and temperaments of the subjects of grace. This, how
ever, does not affect our position that in all instances "a good work" 
must have been divinely "begun," and be Divinely performed, or con
tinued-a work of which it is impossible that any that are "born 
of God " can be entirely ignorant, and which all perforce, regard with 
keen interest and solemn concern. 
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Some, like holy Obadiah, are able truthfully to say (1 Kings 
xviii. 12), 

"I FEAR THE LORD FROM ll!Y YOUTH," 

In these, the momentous transition from death unto life cannot from the 
nature of the case be so noticeable and apparent as in others. It occurred 
at an early period of their lives, and the influential principle imparted 
at their new birth almost imperceptibly affected their views, thoughts 
and emotion8, as the powers of their minds advanced to maturity. With 
them, therefore, their religion, as they review it-s rise and progress in 
their souls, may seem to have formed a feature of their natural constitu
tion. They may be unable to recall a period when their minds were 
total strangers to spiritual thoughts and some aspirations after God. 
Even in childhood they may have had impressions similar in kind, 
though not in degree, to those which at present exert a sanctifying 
restraint and impulse in their hearts. Amidst the misconceptions, the 
unsteadiness, and even occasionally the folly, incident to their years, they 
perhaps had compunctions of conscience and convictions of sin, which 
they can hardly hesitate to ascribe to the sovereign yet gentle operations 
of the same Good Spirit under whose fostering grace, they now go onward 
" from strength to strength.'' 

AN EARLY CALL BY GRACE IS A GREAT BLESSING. 

To be thus impressed and called in youth is an inexpressible blessing. 
A religion, the dawn of which was very early and gradual, should there
fo~e furnish matter for interesting and gmteful reflection. Such a state 
of things could not have existed unless their original character had been 
radically changed. The tendency to evil, which none that love the 
Saviour can fail to trace io their own dispositions aod affectioos, must 
impress them with an experimental conviction of the truth of the depravity 
of the human heart. The inability and disinclination in all that are 
" born of women " to approach the mercy-seat, as suppliants for pardon, 
they themselves have realised with acute sorrow; hence they readily 
acknowledge the finger of God in their deliverance from spiritual 
thraldom before outward enticement to sin had manifested its subsequent 
power upon them. 

When they remember that this occurred at the dawn of their 
mental and moral consciousness, and previously to their definite and 
detailed recognition and recollection, their sentiment must Le profound 
thankfulness that they were mercifully spared the calamities of delay in 
the interposition of Divine grace. They will reflect on the mercy_ of 
being saved from forms of sin into which they might have been hurried, 
but for the restraints which Divine favour so tenderly imposed upon 
them. 

To some, indeed, it is a cause of distress that, owing to the blessing 
of God on parental and other infl.uet!ces, they have no romantic confes
sions to make of atrocities committed in months that are past, and can 
relate nothing thaL is striking and wonderful as to the means used by 
God to rescue them from sin and relieve the anguish of their bowed and 
burdened hearts. Such sorrow and disquietude ere, however, uncalled 
for. Their experience rather claims thankfulness th~t they. were 
sovereignly spared what others had to endure. Happy rndeed, 1s the 
quiet and consistent Cbristian who can sincerely and devoutly address 
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his God and say, "Thou hast taught me from my youth; and hitherto 
have I declared 'l'hy wondrous works." 

EVIDENTIAL TESTS OF A GRACIOUS CHANGE • 

. To r-erhaps the larger class of Christians, the change, which is the 
commencement of experimental godliness, is traceable by the contrast 
which, in consequence of it, they present to their former selves. In their 
moral history they can distinctly recall a period before which all was 
darkness. They perhaps cannot fix the instrumentality which arrested 
their minds, or the moment when this occurred. This, however, they 
know-that what the Word of God attributes to the unrenewed mind 
was once true of them; that they then "walked according to the courae 
of this world," and were actuated by the "spirit which now worketh in 
the children of disobedience." 

GRADUAL CONVERSIONS-INDEFINITE MEMORIES. 

There may be a sort of isthmus-a cloudy twilight-an intervening 
region in their retrospective survey of the way in which they were led, 
which, now that their position is happily altered, costs them some diffi
culty to realise or describe. 

The Christian may thus remember generally how a thought, totally 
dissimilar from any which he had previously entertained, crossed his 
mind, upon which, as forming the germ and marking the date of his 
Conversion, he might be disposed tc fix, were it not that he as distinctly 
recollects that it hardly produced any serious impression, and certainly 
did not suspend, even for a while, the worldly motives and pursuits which 
were habitual to him. .A.11, therefore, that he can with certainty affirm 
of the beginnings of his religious history may be that about such a time 
religion was presented to him as a consideration of importance-that 
after many fluctuations of feeling, it began to take a firmer possession of 
his thoughts, exerted a more commanding influence over his conduct, 
became a matter of greater and greater moment, till at last he was 
induced to read, to hear, to pray, and to seek ·intercourse with those that 
loved the Saviour. 

In retracing this period, he may be surprised to find so few traces 
of consciousness and concurrence on his own part in relation to what 
then occurred. It may be manifest to him that though Divine and 
sovereign power was influencing him, its operations proceeded so quietly 
and gently as to have eluded his own notice, till the work was con
siderably advanced. Certainly, he now finds it difficult, if not 
impossible, to say at which crisis the great event took place which 
demonstrated his interest in the love and blood of the dear Redeemer 
and determined his destination to eternal happiness. Sometimes he is 
disposed to fix on the season when the first suggestion of a religious 
nature struck him. 'l'hen, remembering how evanescent his impressions 
proved, he may be forced to conclude that the influence which trans
cends all others, first affected him savingly when (as he remembers) some 
new conviction entered his mind, or the former one recurred with new 
and more impelling force. 

On the whole, he will probably conclude that in his case, at least, 
" the kingdom of God came not with observation." Much as he may 
be embarrassed as to this solemn point, one thing will, however, appear 
to him plain-that at about a particular period he was subjected to a 
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mysterious and Divine process, corresponding to that which the New 
Te.st:ament describes as that by which an apostate creature is renewed in 
the image and for the service of his Oreator and Saviour, and that thus 
the heaven-born grace of Hope asserted itself in his living experience. 

(To be continued, if the Lord will.) 
c. w. 

AN EPISTLE, ADDRESSED BY OZlAS, A QUAKER, 
TO EPHRAIM, THE UNSTABLE . 

. "Unsta.ble a.s water, thou shalt not exoel" (Gen. xlix, 4). "Them that a.re 
given to oha.nge" (Prov. xxiv. 21). 

FRIEND EPHRA.IM,-Thy letter po.ins me. I blame thee not for 
telling me about thyself ; but thy words and ways grieve me, as 

one_ who would that thy soul should prosper. I fear that thou art 
" given to change." 

Take thy Minister. Not long since, thee" esteemed him highly in 
love.for his work's sake." Verily, I thought thy praise of him at times 
unw1Se and extravagant. Now, thou hast turned against him, and 
" would hold up thy band for him to go." Wilt thee say "Why ? " Is 
he is not still faithful to thee ? Doth he not tell thee the truth ? Hast 
thon learned all he cs.n teach thee ? Art thee living up to all he makes 
plain to thee from God's Book ? If he shows thee that thou art 
ignorant or in fault, thee should seek grace to consider thy ways. I 
know that men who are moved by the Holy Ghost often wound our 
pride or hnrt our vanity. No one likes to be told of his faults; or to 
have his own weak points exposed. But one whose plainne3s had given 
pain to others, wrote, " Have I become your enemy, because I tell you 
the truth ? " (Gal. iv. 16 j and thee may trust me, that he who does this 
is thy best friend. Thou mayst be angry with him. But some there are 
who shut a man of God out of their hearts and then wonder thP,t he 
faili, to do their souls good. Is it not written, " Quench not the Spirit ; 
despise not prophesyings," or as thee would call them, the sermons or 
addresses of those sent to instruct thee? (1 These v. 19, 20). Thee 
should do as that good clergyman, John Newton, taught thee? and 
"always ask the Lord to bless thy Minister and make him a blessmg to 
thee-and then thee would more often hear the still email voice of God 
in thy soul." 

Take thy Chapel-as thy people call it, though the word means a 
small hea.then temple in the Hook of Truth (Amos vii. 13). Once thee 
professed to love the place in which thou wert blesaed by God. Now, 
thou tellest me that thou art not happy there as of old. Thou, ~bere
fore, often goest to a building (which thou callest "a Church") m the 
City of London, where a great preacher is to be heard. Then at times, 
as thee tell me, thee pushest thy way with a great crowd into another 
place (which is styled "a Temple") to hear "the most wonderful man 
of the age." Thee attends meetings in a large Hall, where thee can 
listen to persons who tell thee "what God wants thee to do so that He 
may deepen thy spiritual life." Where numbers are assembled, thou art 
happy ; and the place where thou shouldet be and the people who are 
nearest thee seem as naught in thine eyes. 
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We, Friends, do not thus seek for what our souls need. We hold that 
the presence of the Lord is the source of bleseing ; and recall that He 
said, " Where two or three are gathered together in My name there am 
I in the midst of them." So we run not after this and that man of 
fame, but wait on our Lord and count on Him to come to us in the 
plain Room in which we worship Him, This is dear to us, though no 
voice is heard ; and thou, also, shouldst prize the spot which the Lord 
hath appointed for thy friends to meet in. But "a.a a bird that 
wandereth from her nest so is a man that wandereth from his place." 
Is not this a word for thee ? " I have reason to be thankful" -as our 
Joseph John Gurney somewhere says-" that I was trained from early 
years in the habit of uniting with my friends in public," and so shouldst 
thou, God has fixed thy habitation near the building where thy people 
meet. There those that are now in Heaven were wont to call on His 
holy name. There they waited on Him and renewed their strength. 
There He "made the place of His feet glorious to them." There, in the 
hush and calm of the day which we all love, He has often spoken to 
thee. It is, then, thy place, and there thou shouldst go, and not be as 
the foolish wandering bird. 

I would, therefore, ask thee- Wherefore " gaddest thou about to 
change thy way?" (Jer. ii. 36). Thy letter says that thou dost this, 
that thou goest here and there-to these Churches and Temples and 
Halls-because thee finds Christ at them as thee dost not where thy own 
friends assemble. Friend Ephraim, thee may be deceived in this matter. 
Thy Chapel is called Mount Zion, and (though we Frien~ do not our
selves thus name our Meeting Houses) I see force in the title-for of 
Mount Zion the Lord hath said, " Here will I dwell." Will not then 
the Saviour meet thee in His own house? Nay, thou thinkest, "I 
shall not find Him here-but He will be miles away, where my train, 
or my 'bus, or my tram sets me down." Hast thee not read," There 
shall arise false Christa ... wherefore, if they shall say unto you, 
'Behold, He is (not in Mount Zion but) in the desert, go not forth; 
believe it not'" (Matt. xxiv. 26). Here, then, thee hast the mark of 
the true and of a false Christ. The true Obrist will come to meet thee 
in :Mount Zion ; a false Christ, thou art told, requires thee to leave 
Mount Zion and meet him in the desert. " Lo here's," and" lo there's " 
herald a false Uhrist ; while the true Christ comes in silence to where 
those are whose hearts are broken and contrite, and who wait patiently 
on Him. 

So, thee art neglecting thine own lowly place of blessing ; slighting 
those whom thou callest thy chosen friends, and giving thy Pastor 
(as thy people style him) pain and grief, in search of blessing which 
-thee may believe me-thou wilt not really find, for thee art going 
forth unto " the desert," and thee wilt meet naught but baneful barren
ness in that unfruitful place. Hast thee not read of God's sheep : 
"They shall feed in the ways, and their pasture shall be in all high 
place~ "-not in the flat plains, where there is no grass and "no springs 
of water " (Isa. xlix. 9, 10). 

Again, thee knows that " the eyes of a fool are in t~e ends . of the 
earth" (Prov. xvii. 24). He always eyes, or regards, distant thrngs as 
most desirable, and estimates what is farthest away, as the best. Thy 
home is at B--. There thy Chapel is ; there thy good Pastor 
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exerciseth his gift-but in thy heart thou thinkest that another man 
whom thou must travel long miles to hear, is the oue who will do the~ 
good, and the eyes of thine heart are fixed on what is distant, even when 
thou art in thine own Chapel. I sorrow for thee. Thou wilt begin by 
despising the messenger aud end by thinking lightly of his Master. 
Thus I warn thee. Thou art still young. Thee art born, but not 
buried ; and if thee goes on as thee art going now, thy instability will 
spoil thee as God's child. 

I remain thy, as I was thy father's, friend, Ozus. 

THE PREACHER AND HIS SUPERIOR HEARERS. 

IT was the Editor's privilege to enjoy some intercourse with the 
Rev. James Griffin, of Manchester and Hastings, just before the 

close of his holy and beautiful life. His own ministry was greatly 
owned of God; and his "seals" were many. He never wearied of 
exhorting his brethren to preach the Gospel, and to abstain from the 
"philosophy, falsely so called," which in his judgment was working sore 
havoc in his own-the Congregational-Denomination. To point this 
lesson, he was wont to relate a story which he had received, many years 
before, from the lips of R. M. Davis, the esteemed pastor of the Church 
at Oldham.• In substance, it was as follows :-

" I was doing well ; the Church and congregation were increasing ; 
when a party of Scotsmen, who had come to some works in the 
neighbourhood began to attend our chapel. It was whispered that these 
were 'most intelligent and superior men ; ' and I began to try and raise 
the tone and style of my preaching to suit them. This I did, aimiag 
at elevation of thought and elegance of language ; but it did not 
answer. My 'intelligent Scotsmen' were Jar too intelligent to value my 
high-flown ideas and language ; and ordinary hearers, especially of the 
poorer class, seemed dissatisfied and began to fall off. My spiritually
minded friends gently hinted to me that my ministry was not so profit
aLle as formerly ; and my own heart grew comfortless and cold. In 
fact, I found that I was making a mistake ; and that, if my work ~as 
not to prove a total failure, I must return to my old way of present1_ng 
' Christ and Him crucified.' This I did, again addressing myself with 
earnestness to the hearts and consciences of the people, and to preach 
salvation by the Lord Jesus as in the former days. I soon saw the 
effect. My 'intelligent Scotsmen' became far more attentive, a'.ld 
evidently enjoyed my ministry. The pews again filled. Sinners were 
converted. Those who loved the Saviour were made happy once more, 
and I was happy too. From that time things have p_ro_spered with_ us, 
and never since have I seen reason to vary from my ongmal determma
tion to preach nothing more or less than ' the whole counsel of God.'" 

"IF you are not right as to the Doctrine of Obrist, be sure that you 
are not right as to the Chri~t of the Doctrine.''-Jctmes Wells. 

• IL is to be found-with some verbal differences-in" Memories of the Past, 
b:,- James Griffin, of Hastings,'' a book which few will read without somo "oil 
anointing their heD-rts." 
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A CHURCH ADMONISHED. 
BY A MINISTER WHO HAD REOENTLY ACCEPTED IT8 PASTORATE. 

" PERMIT me to remind you of a few things which I trust have 
seriously occupied your minds. J s not the end and design of 

your invitation to me for these purposes: that the wicked may be warned, 
the ignorant be instructed, the unruly and wayward be admonished, the 
babes be nourished, the young men and fathers be fed with strong 
meats, the weak and feeble-minded may be comforted, things both new 
and old from the treasures of the everlasting covenant may be set before 
you, a precious Jesus may be exhibited in His diversified forms and 
characters, and His unsearchable riches of grace and glory may be 
preached among you. But have you consided the object of your choice 
for these great things which are of the utmost importance ? The man 
is a sinner, one of like passions with yourselves ; he is but of yesterday, 
a complex of ignorance, wants and infirmites. Lastly, have you con
sidered to what you have chosen him? To be a mark for devils, a song 
for the drunkard, and a s:i:,ectacle for the world. . 

"If you do rightly consider these things, I know I shall have a pray mg 
few who, I trust will be my greatest joy and consolation in the arduous 
work to which you have invited me. Prayer, my brethren, will do 
wonders, it will defeat devils, will silence gainsayers, make a gazing 
world to wonder, bring- back fresh life unto your souls, open heaven to 
your views, furnish a key to unlock the exhaustless treasures of the 
Word, and finally it will bring joy and gladness into your hearts, and 
the Beloved into His vineyard. Without prayer, you may close the 
pulpit, fast bolt the doors, deeply sculpture on the lintels and sideposts 
• Ichabod,' and station a crier without to proclaim incessantly with a 
lamentable voice, ' The glory is departed.' " 

CHARLES Box, 18:22. 
To the Bu.ptised Church u.t Kenninghu.11, Norfolk. 

OUR CHILDREN. 

THE iniquitous Education Act and the London Education Bill show 
yery clearly the determination of the Priest party, if possible, 

to obtain complete control of the education of the children, with a view 
to turning them from the faith of their fathers and training them in a 
churchy atmosphere. That such an atmosphere is not good we know 
full well. Our early days were spent in a Church school, where, for 
stating, when required to say that our name was given by our godmother 
and godfathers that we never had any, punishment w11s our port,ion, and 
thus ~arly we suffered for "truth's sake." Complaint being made, on 
subsequent occasions, whilst the Catechism was repeated, a book, anything 
but interesting, was given for reading ; the result being, the book was 
not read, but the Catechism was learnt from hearing it repeated. 

Dr. Clifford, in a letter to the Daily News, says that one Manual for 
teachers contains the following eKhortation : " Let the children be made 
thoroughly to understand that the Bible is emphatically the Church's 
book, to which Dissenters have no more right than have deserters to the 
drill and text-book of the army." "Dis,ent knows itself to be wrong, 
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yet fights against its conscience and conviction." " N onoonformist 
bodies are not churches of God, but merely sectarian clubs." 

The fight for the sohools has commenced in earnest. It seems 118 
though it would end in a purely secular education being given in our 
day schools ; though we hope that in this we may be mistaken. 

However this may be, cert.ainly in view of what is taking place, the 
work carried on in our Sunday Sohools inc1·eases in importance, and the 
efforts which are being made by others to capture the children should 
make us even more earnest in this work. 

The importance of education is admitted by all ; and surely the best 
education is education in the best things. Grace we cannot give, but 
we can impart a knowledge of the truth; and, if we believe that error is 
harmful, it is incumbent upon us to make known the truth. Is it not 
in early years that deepest impressions are made ? Is not this one 
reason why such strenuous efforts are made to get the training of the 
child? Is not the cry, " Give us the children?" 

Our teaching needs to be definite. The value of teaching by 
Catechisms is recognised. Children 11re drilled in questions and answers, 
and by this means ideas which are false are instilled into the mind, and 
teaching is received which is directly opposed to Scripture. The 
Church is extolled-Dissent is condemned. Have we sufficiently recog
nised the advantage of this method of im1truction ? Several catechisms 
on Scriptural lines have, from time to time, been prepared, and, we 
believe, have done good service. Those compiled by Pastor E. Mar&h a 
year or so ago are admirably adapted to this end. It is impossible to 
be too familiar with the Word of God, and if, in addition to questions 
and answers, the children are encouraged to commit to memory the 
proof texts, they will be in possession of that which, in after life, may 
prove of immense value. 

May God richly bless all who are engaged in this noble and 
necessary work in oar Sunday Schools. JAMES E. FLEGG. 

JAMES WELLS once related with great gusto, that a Clergyman one 
Sunday met a humble preacher, who was on his way to conduct a 
village service, and enquired whither he was bound. On being told, he 
savagely cried, " I wish I had my will, and I'd soon put a stop to your 
holding forth in this manner." "Indeed," was the reply, "but it would 
nut take much to shut you up altogether, for without your gown you 
mustn't preach-without your book you couldn't preach-and without 
your pay you wouldn't preach.'' 

"Is CHRIST WITH OUR SPIRITS ?-If you would know this, see 
whether your 'bodies be dead because of sin ; ' whether you labour to 
bring every thought into subjection to Christ ; or whether you do not 
allow yourselves liberty to some evil, out of love to some pleasure or profit, 
wilich is that principally wherein the dominion of sin consisteth. So 
Paul hints unto us where he saith, 'The evil which I do, I allow not.' 
That is, I do not approve of it in my heart, nor plead for it with my 
tongue, but strive against it with all my strength, and it would be ~o~e 
joy to be rid of it, than if I had a kingdom conferred on me. This 1B 
the language of one who hath Christ with his spirit."-Nicholas Lockyer. 
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GATHERED FRAGMENTS. 
"IT is common for popular preachers to express regret that they did 

not give their hearts to Jesus years before they did so. But Paul never 
spake thus. 'When it pleased God to reveal His Son in me' is bis 
language. He knew that he had no spiritual power till Christ was 
formed in his heart. All was 'according to the good pleasure' of God's 
' will.' This wild raving about what the creature might have done, 
could have done, or should have done, is really covert opposition to 
God's order of things and the truth of the Gospel."-James Wells. 

THE first Lord's Day in 1891 will long be remembered as "Black 
Sunday," as it froze hard all day, and a dense fog was universal. At a 
certain chapel in Suffolk, a bland and beaming minister sought to cheer 
up his congregation of five persons by preaching for sixty-five minutes 
on the inspiring words, "This vile body." Half-an-hour of his dreary 
twaddle proved enough for one of his hearers, who somewhat noisily 
retreated, muttering aloud as he did so, " Mine may be a ' vile body,' 
but I shall take a little more care of it than this," o.nd was seen no more. 

SOME Sunday School friends, who ought to have known better, one 
Lord's-day invited a Plymouth Brother to say a few words at the close 
of the afternoon's engagements. The conceited young man, however, 
gave a long and wearisome address on the text, " The creature was 
made subject unto vanity." When all was over, a teacher, who was 
somewhat addicted to wit.ty remarks, observed " that he thought the 
address had been somewhat superfluous, as anyone could have perceived 
that 'the creature was subject to vanity' without his keeping them half
an-hour beyond their time to tell them so." 

SUNSET RAYS. 
"My flesh and my hea.rt faileth, but God is the strength of my life a.nd my 

portion for ever."-Pse.lm l.xxiii. 26. 

HOW sweet an assurance to the soul is this in the evening of life to 
the believer ; it cheers his spirit and lifts his heart to God, brings 

(so to speak) God nearer to him, and makes him, in Christ Jesus, one with 
God. Oh ! believing brother and sister, the body fails and grows weary 
and weak, but fear not, here is the Holy Spirit's witness, " God is the 
strength of thy life and thy portion for ever." Oh I never ending joy, 
when the sun of our physical life is setting to have this bright ray from 
God's Holy Word applied to our souls. A sunset ray to warm our 
hearts, and light our passage from earth, this dark, weary land, to the 
bright land of light, and joy, and love, the heavenly rest where God in 
Christ Jesus for ever shines, the light and glory of that heavenly home, 
where we shall realise the fulness of God, "the strength of our life and 
our portion for ever."-A Garden Labourer. 

LOVE, AN IMPROMPTU. 

" THY sister's love, a. soft sunbea.m, 
Thy fa.ther's love, a constant stream, 
A flood, thy mother's deep devotion, ,, 
The Saviour's love, the sea, the ooean. 

Emma Tatham. 
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THE LORD WILL PROVIDE. 

I KNOW He will I His goodness and His mercy 
Are over all my way. These many years 

His kindness and His providence have oheered me, 
And what have such as I to do with fears ? 

My little faith has often sought Him, weeping, 
With heavy heart, and sorrow-lo.den brow, 

And yet I know, in o.ny time of needing, 
He. never fe.iled. I cannot doubt Him now 

My weary way ho.s led through many e. sorrow 
The fulness of His promises to prove, 

And found, in many e. dark and bitter trio.I, 
A sombre background to His shining love. 

Then, wha~ have such o.s I to do with fee.ring 
The Lord's unfailing co.re is round me still. 

The good hand of my God is ever with me, 
And He will still provide -I know He will I 

HEARTSEABE. 

JESUS ONLY. 

"Lord, to whom shall we go? " John vi. 68. 

To whom, 0 Saviour, co.n we go? To whom, 0 Jesus, co.n we go? 
Thou bast the words of life and pee.ce, 

No other voice can charm us so, 
No words from fears give such release. 

Once, other lords dominion ho.d 
Long held our hearts from joy e.nd 

Thee, 
But now, Thy truth he.s me.de us glad, 

And set our souls at liberty. 

To whom, 0 Me.ster, ce.n we go? 
Thou a.rt Thyself the living Bread, 

And o.s Thy fulness more we know 
Our hung'ring souls are sweetly fed ; 

Earth's murky streams run oftimes dry, 
Earth's tasteless do.in ties fa.ii to fill, 

Only Thyself co.n se.tisfy, 
Only Thyself, our longings still. 

Thou art our hope, our righteousness, 
Lost he.d we been in endless woe; 

Ho.d'st Thou not pitied our distress. 
Only Thy grace ce.n shelter round, 

Keep us eterne.lly secure, 
Only through Thee she.II we be found 

Spotless, unblamable, e.nd pure. 

To whom, 0 Saviour, can we go 
For lo.sting pee.ea e.nd happiness, 

For refuge from th' insiduous, cunning 
foe, 

For pe.rdon, when our sins distress? 
From Thee alone all blessings flow, 

Fragre.nt with Thine Almighty love; 
Still art Thou all our boe.st below,, 

And wilt be o.ll our joy above. 

KATE STAINES, 

THE NAMES OF THE DEAD. 

BELOVED I why garnish the tombs of your dead ? 
Why gre.ve ye their no.mes on the stone ? 

Behold how the traveller rests in his bed, 
His pilgrimage finished, right well has he aped, 

To Jesus the spirit is gone I 

The finger of mercy ho.a written ea.eh name, 
In durable letters of blood : 

Go, read them by Faith in the Book of the La.mb, 
The record for ever and ever the so.me, 

Lo.id up in the bosom of God. 
Robert Chapman. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

PENCILLINGS BY THE WAY, ON 
READING, HIGH WYCOMBE, 

CHESHAM, AND GREAT MARLOW. 
ON Sa.turda.y, July 4th, the Editor found 
himself in the good town of Rea.ding, 
Berks, on a. visit to some esteemed rela.
tives. The following evening we wor
shipped a.t Providence Oha.pel, a.nd 
while silently awa.iting the commence
ment of the proceedings, fell musing 
upon the ministers whose na.mes were 
associated with it. The careers or George 
Wya.rd, the younger, Mr. Pearce (whom 
he never met but once), B. B. We.le, W. F. 
Edgerton, W. Tbomeett, ·- Rose. a.nd J. 
Copela.nd (who, a.la.s, recently felt bound 
to quit our compa.ny a.t the pa.rting or 
the wa.ys) ola.imed hurried review, when 
a. friendly and fa.milia.r voice spoke ; 
a.nd we gra.sped the ha.nd of our vener
a.ble brother La.mbourne (la.te of Wa.•• 
boys), who conducted the service. It 
wa.s good to be there. The sermon, ba.sed 
on Isa.. xxxiii. 16, though simple, wa.s 
sohola.rly a.nd spiritua.l. When the 
she.des of evening crept over the scene, 
the Ma.star Himself seemed stra.ngely 
and sweetly nea.r, a.s the brea.d IVS.8 
broken so deftly a.nd devoutly in the 
eight of a.11; 11,nd the cup wa.s silently 
pa.seed a.round. Gra.titude wa.s wa.rmly 
expressed to us for the great kindness 
which this dea.r old fa.ther in Isra.el is 
showing to this Church. in its sea.son of 
depression a.nd need. Surely the sunset 
of a. holy a.nd honoura.ble ca.reer could 
not be better utilised I 

Tuesda.y, 7th, wa.s devoted to High 
Wycombe, in which, in 1864, our pa.stora.l 
work oommenoed, a.nd the first of our 
ma.ny brea.kdowns through oft-recurring 
sickness took pla.oe. In the Cemetery 
on the hill-side, we first committed the 
morta.l rema.ins of a. fellow-crea.ture to 
the ea.rth-a. sweet little ha.be of nine 
months old-whose dea.th wa.s the mea.ns 
of dra.wing its mother's hea.rt to God. 
Ma.ny na.mes on the tombstones were 
onoe fa.milia.r to us. solemnly reoa.lling 
scenes of bygone yea.re. One gra.ve ie 
our own property. Here rest the fa.mily 
of the dea.r pa.rtner of our younger da.ys. 
" Foriti ve, blest Sha.de, the tributa.ry 
tea.r.11 

The Ba.ptiet Cha.pel, erected by our 
la.te friend Rioha.rd Collins, we were 
una.ble to visit-though we knew a.11 its 
former pa.store: Mr. Stembridite, John 
Brunt, Thoma.a Chivers, B. B. Wa.le, a.ud 
W. E. Pa.lmer. It wa.s our plea.sure. to 
ha.p upon our brother Joeia.h Morhng 
-with whom we were once in closer 
touch tha.n now, a.t Ipswich, St. Neots. 
and Over, but it wa.s a plea.sure to meet 
him a.ga.in. His pa.stora.te here ha.a been 
long a.nd oredita.ble : thi:,ugh ~~e OO!}
tinuity of ha.rd work 1s writing its 
record OD his oouDteDa.noe-a.nd to a.dopt 

the phra.seology of the loca.lity, "we 
hope to see him better Dext time." 

Of a.djaceDt towns we could ga.tber 
little iDtelligence. Causes of our own 
"fa.ith a.nd order" a.re "few a.nd fa.r 
between." We, however, learned tha.t 
our once nea.r neighbour, W. H. Eva.ns, 
is highly eetima.ted a.t Cheeha.m a.e the 
minister of Townfield Cba.pel. Hie 
eoj ourn there ha.a la.eted many yea.rs, 
a.nd no doubt his wide experience, his 
mora.l weight and superior pulpit 
a.bilitiee a.re effecting extended good, a.a 
these ever must. "Patient continua.nee 
in well-doing" was Dr. Brock's motto, 
a.Dd a.ll pastors might wisely adopt it, 
It occurs to us to enquire why it is tha.t 
a brother of such excellencies a.ppears 
so seldom in our Metropolitan Chapels 
on epecia.l occasions. His is a no.me that 
should be present to us when arrange
meDts are pending-a.Dd ma.Dy who 
remember his useful work a.t Bexley, 
HouDslow, Ca.mden Town a.nd Clapham 
-would hail their old friend with 
enthusiasm. Someone enjoined us lately 
"not to bury God's ministers BEFORE 
THEY WERE DEAD," nor should we 
do so. 
• At Grea.t Marlow, which we visited on 
July 8th, our uncle, Thomas Styles, was 
the Congregational minister for forty 
yea.rs. His wa.s the first pulpit from 
which we prea.ched, in JaDuary, 186:~. 
There is no .ihapel in which our dis
tinctive views and practices a.re ma.ill• 
ta.ined • but the "Genera.ls" ( a.s our 
people 

1

will call them) ha.ve a neat a.nd 
commodious structure, of which Dr. 
Clifford and the Editor of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL (such is the irony of circum
stanoes) a.re Trustees. Here our brother 
Jabez W. Humphrey, formerly of West 
Ha.m ha.s frequeDtly laboured, a.nd, 
though our pa.the have diverg~d, it ga.~e 
us rea.l joy to learn tha.t he 1s held rn 
hltfh estima.tiou as a. ta.lented and 
sp1ritua.lll-ta.ught minister, a.nd tha.t 
"signs ollowiDg" ha.ve repea.tedly 
eig_na.lised his la.hours for God. 

Thus the Ma.ster's serva.nts a.re 
soattered a.nd divided here; but, 

"Brothers we shull meet nnd res( 
With the'holy nnd the blest." 

w. J. s. 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK STRICT 
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

Outline of Address clelivaecl at La.rjleld, Jlay 
27 th, 1903, by the M oder,,tor, 

PASTOR SAMUEL H. HADDOCK. 
BELOVED BRETHREN IN THE MINISTRY, 
MESSENGERS AND CHRISTIAN FRIENDS. 
-Onoe more we a.re privileged to meet 
one a.nether as Churches &9sooia.ted in 
true Christian fellowship. Ma.y God's 
blessing rest upon the meetiDgs a.nd a.ll 
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the Ohurohes of .Jesus Christ repre
sented here to-day. In the name of 
this Aesooiation I heartily weloome the 
Deputation from "The Metropolitan 
Assooiation of St riot Baptist Churohes" 
brethren R. E. Sears and E. Whit~, 
me.y God bless them, 11,nd a.II the Londoi:: 
Chl!,rohes. The words upon whioh I 
d~_s_1re to dwell you will find in 1 Cor, 
x111. 13. "And now abideth faith, hope 
oharity (or love), these three; but th~ 
greatest of these is love." 

After twenty years preaohing among 
the Aeeooiated Chnrohes, I thank the 
Oommittee for oonferring upon me the 
honour of being Moderator. "Now 
abideth faith, hope, love." I am well 
aware yon have heard these words 
spoken from before. Here we have 11, 

tri~ity of graces that belon,:r to every 
believer ; every one, beloved, that is born 
of God the Holy Ghost has these three 
graces pl11,nted in him, and the devil 
cannot erase them. Paul here beauti
fully describes what a Christian Church 
should be. 

l.-Faitk. What is a man without 
faith 1 The faith of this text is a 
Divine principle planted within the soul 
by the Holy Ghost, the influence of 
which can never die. This faith in the 
soul lays hold of the Word of God, and 
will not let it go. Faith will not vacate 
the heart until yon arrive home. This 
faith the apostle was not ashamed of. 
Listen to what he says," I am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand, I have fought e, 
good fight, I have finished my couree1 I have kept tke faitk." Faith laos:s 
beyond, faith lays hold of God's 
promises, and will not let them go. 
Faith makes one strong to run the 
Christian race; it is an abiding prin
ciple in Me.neon!, it strengthens its 
possessors, it is a prevailing grace. 
Faith rules and reigns in believers. I 
have no faith in the "Education Bill," 
nor in them that passed it into lawt· it 
means Rome and ruin to England. et 
us all protest against it ; may the Lord 
help us to do eo, for Ja.meA ea.ye, "Faith 
without works is dead." Faith will 
accompany the believer to the end of 
his earthly journey, and then be lost in 
eight. 

2.-Hope, Hope ie sometimes spoken 
of as a partner with faith. The hope in 
our text is a. glorious hope; it bears our 
fainting spirits up when we feel ready 
to sink. Hope whispers some sweet 
promise to us, such as, "Lo, I am with 
you alway, even nnto the end of the 
world." Some hope the old truths of 
the Gospel will die, but we are prepared 
to abide by the old landmarks. Some 
se.y the Strict Be.ptists are dying out, 
but our hope is in the Lord, and ae long 
as there is a vessel of mercy in the 
world, this hope whioh is as an anohor 
to the soul will last. 

This "hope maketh not ashamed ; be
cause the love of God is ehed abroad in 
~ur !J.earts by the Holy Ghost whloh 
1s given unto us." Brethren, I do 
ea.rnes~ly hope that the Education Bill 
will die, Let us as Nonoonformists be 
brave. Every heaven.born soul hopes 
for better thin,:rs than he oan find on 
e&rth. This bore will oontinue with 
the Christie.n al the journey through 
Some have a. hope that they will at last 
enter heaven, but it is a false hope· the 
Christian's hope is fixed on Christ. 

1

Me.y 
the d!3Br, Lord lee.d many to join this 
Assoo1at1on. May we not be ashamed 
of our hope, nor of the people of God 
with whom we are united. Let us not 
be ashamed of being known as Btriot 
and Pa.rtioular Baptists. The Lord has 
blessed us in days of old with gree.t and 
godly ministers, men after God's own 
heart. 

I possess a book containing sermons 
by brethren Cooper. Collins, Wright 
Pa.lmer, a.nd others. They loved the old 
truths and God bleat them in their 
labours, and not one of the brethren on 
this platform to-day oan bea.t them , 
they may be e,s good and graoious, but 
they oannot preach 11, better Gospel, for 
these worthies prea.ohed a full Christ 
a_n al~·suffl.oient Saviour. May we d~ 
hkew1se. 
., 3.-Love. Love is theprinoipal grace. 

The greatest of these is love." What 
is a home on earth without love? Yet 
what a number of homes there are with• 
ont love to the Lord Jesus, Love is a 
principle that oan never die. Love will 
rule and govern the ohild of God on 
earth. Let ne love one another, and 
help to bear eaoh other's burdens. If 
we poseess this love to Obrist it will 
flow out in love to His house and His 
P.eople. This love is divinely begotten( 
'We love Him because He first lovea 
ns." It ie a sea of love. 

"Nothing brought Him from e.bove, 
Nothing bot redeeming love." 

Uncertainty in reli~ion is not worth 
having, This love 1e the outcome of 
life in the soul planted there by the 
Holy Spirit. Let us endeavour to exer• 
oise more love, for Christianity is 
associated with love to God and His 
Word. Love is a. graoe that will never 
die. May we labonr together on lines 
of love ; may we ae ministers and 
members of the Church of God have 
more love to the ordinanoee of the 
Lord's house, and may God's blessing 
rest upon you all. Amen. 

BLAKENHAM ( SUFFOLK ), - The 
anniversary of the Sabbath-school was 
held on Lord's-day1 July 6th. Mr. Look 
(of Hoxne) was i;he preacher for the 
oooasion, and with muoh pleasure we 
listened, while he extolled in grand and 
eloquent language Him of whom Moees 
in the law and all the prophets did 
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write. But in addition to Mr. Look we 
h11d m11ny little preachers in the boys 
11nd girls who reoited-m11ny lessons 
were there to learn from them. Bright 
smiling f11oes 11nd youthful voices, both 
in singing D,nd reciting, did much to in
ore11se our joy 11nd enoour11ge ns. As 
usual on speoi11l ooc11sions 11t Billken
h11m, friends 011me from neighbourinir 
Churohes, 11nd from vill11ges 1111 around, 
to manifest sympathy 11nd wish ns God
speeq. We thank God 11nd t11ke courage, 
pr11ymg-

" God of our fathers. be the God 
Of their succeeding race." 

-M. A. MOORE. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

HORNSEY RISE ASYLUM. 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it nnto one of 

the least of these My brethren, ye have 
done it unto Me." 
FAVOURED with beautiful weather, a. 
large number of friends gathered a.t 
Hornsey Rise on July 3rd to celebrate 
the anniversary. Most of our friends 
a.re familiar with the splendid work 
done by this noble Society, a.nd the 
followin,:r extracts from a. newspaper 
report will, we a.re sure, be read with 
interest:-

" There is one special feature a.bout 
the Homsey Rise Asylum, one of the 
largest of its kind in the country, truly 
beautiful for situation, delightfully 
kept in its gardens a.nd buildings, a.nd 
scrupulously clean in every pa.rtioula.r, 
that with repeated visits neither the 
buildings nor the alms-rooms, nor their 
inmates, pa.II upon one ; but, on the 
contrary, they exercise such a. fa.soina.
tion that repeated visits only make one 
desire to go a.gain. 

" It ma.y be truly said of the Hornsey 
Rise Asylum-
" 'We have been there, and still would go, 

'Tis like a little heaven below.' 
Concerning the Homes themselves, a.nd 
Hornsey Rise, be it remembered, is only 
one of four associated with the Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Society, a. para.graph 
in the la.at Quarterly Record so admir
ably describes their purpose that I take 
the liberty of reproducing it here. ' In 
these quiet resting-places, where, free 
from tronblons thoughts of the rent
oollector, with no ooa.l to buy, a.nd with 
medical a.ttenda.noe provided, a.nd the 
regular administration of the lady 
11isitors, the work of the Sooiety is, as 
it were, fooalised and its advantages 
readily 11ppreoia.ted by 1111 who visit 
these "pe11oe11ble habitations" at C11m
berwell, Hornsey Rise, Stamford Hill, 
11nd Brighton, and who are always wel
comed. Life takes its oh11r11oter from 
the home, and many of its inmates 
testify to their sense of restfulness and 
cheerfulness, for often the rooms from 

whioh they h11ve removed, by their dul
ness and isolation, sadly begloomed 
their Rpirits. N otwithst11nding the con
tinual expenses incurred in the main
tenance of the buildings themselves, 
towards which special contributions 
will be thankfully received, the total 
average a.nnu11l cost does not amount to 
more than £7 12s. each, which is nearly 
£2 per head less th11n II yea.r'a rent out
side, a.nd, in addition to the economy, 
the comfort 11nd plea.sure enjoyed 
should be taken into consideration.' 

"In the Hornsey Rise Asylnm there a.re 
now resident 119 pensioners, in addition 
to the 41 beneficiaries a.t Ca.mberwell, a. 
score at Brighton, a.nd nine a.t Stamford 
Hill, who thus, in addition to their 
pension, enjoy the shelter and the 
society of those like-minded with them• 
selves, for every ce,ndidate has to give 
evidence of being truly converted by 
the grace of God. The nnmber of life 
pensioners of the Society of a.II grades 
now number 1,634, and they live in a.II 
parts of the kingdom, from the Shet
land Isles to Land's End, and from 
South-west Ireland to Ea.at Anglia., and 
theannual pension expenditure, in e,d
dition to the sum of £1,800 spent upon 
the Homes, is now £12,300. Never be• 
fore h11s the Inetitution had so many 
claims upon it, a.nd never has it been 
more worthy of the Christian liberality 
a.nd generous support of the public than 
&t the present time, for e,s a recent writer, 
describing the work of the Society, de
clares : 'On the foundation of the 
Word of God the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Sooiety is established, a.nd appeals for 
continued and additione,l support from 
a.II who prize this precious gift of God, 
and the Protestantism a.nd distinctive 
Gospel truth that are its great outcome. 
The work has prospered; it bears the 
stamp of God's approval ; it has carried 
joy into the homes of thousands; it has 
sent baok gleams of light to gladden the 
hearts of the contributors. But. above 
all, there have been fruits to praise God 
for, a.nd there remain golden oppor
tunities to be used in God's good time.' 

"To come now to the anniversary 
proceedings, The first engagement was 
the opening of the sale of work, whioh 
is usually II most suooessful function, 
a.nd is held eaoh year on behalf of the 
Benevolent Fund for aiding the sick 
and infirm inmates. The lady visitors, 
who take such hearty delight in their 
work of cheering and comforting the 
weary and worn inmates, whose 11g~s 
range from 60 to 95, find through this 
useful 11dj unct to the anniversary pro
ceedings the necessary means by whioh 
medioal 111ltendanoe, nurses, and extra. 
comforts oan be provided for snob as 
need them. 

"At three o'olook a sermon was 
preached in the Asy~um Chapel br ~he 
Vio11r of St. Muy s, Hornsey Rise. 
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There were also present at the service a 
number of members of the committee, 
inoluding Messrs. W. J. Parks (trea
~urer), W. Bumstead, W. J. Martin, 
Hodges, Hayles, Bolden, Elgar, S. Sharp, 
and Mr. J.E. Hazelton. 

"A oollection was taken on behalf of 
the Maintenanoe Fund, and Mr. George 
oonduoted the ooncluding devotional 
exercises. By this time the company iu 
the grounds had largely increased, and 
the delightful Broad Walk and terraces, 
looking their best in the summer sun
shine, were filled with sympathisers 
with the good work. In most of the 
Asylum rooms small reunions were 
being held with some of the aged saints, 
who had entered into the spirit of the 
ga.la day, and had provided oosy little 
tea pa.rties for their intimate friends. 
Meanwhile, in the Asylum Hall a larger 
tea pa.rty was being held, in which some 
250 persons took pa.rt. 

" The day closed appropriately and 
devotionally with a service in the 
Asylum Hall, the sermon being prea.ohed 
by Mr. J.P. Wiles, M.A., of Cambridge." 

CHATHAM ROAD, WANDSWORTH 
COMMON. 

VERY plea.sa.nt services were held on 
Snnda.y a.nd Tuesda.y, June 14th e.nd 
16th, to commemorate the eighth a.nni
versa.ry of the forma.tion of the Church 
meeting for worship a.t Cha.tha.m-roa.d, 
Wa.ndsworth Common. 

On Sunda.y morning the pa.stor 
prea.ched a. splendid sermon from the 
words, " Out of wee.knees were made 
strong" (Heh. xi. 33). He referred to 
God a.a the source of the strength of His 
people, a.nd rema.rked tha.t it is when we 
rea.lise our own wee.knees that we de
pend upon, a.sk for a.nd receive the 
mighty power of God, He referred a.Isa 
to the growth of the Church a.t Che.tham
road from nine members to seventy
three in the eight yea.re. The eveninf, 
sermon was from the words, "I give,' 
and brought faithfa.lly before the people 
the _greatness of the blessings bestowed 
by God in Jesus Christ, 

On Tuesday a.fternoon Mr. Mitchell 
preached a cheering sermon from the 
words, "Now is our se.lvation nearer 
tha.n when we believed." The public 
meeting in the evening wa.s one of the 
best held at Cha.tham-roe.d. The cha.ir
man, Mr. Daynes Wood, rea.d l Car. xiii., 
a.nd spoke some words of welcome. Mr. 
F. T. Newma.n engaged in prayer. 

Mr. Cla.rk ga.ve an epitome of the his
tory of the Church, and reported steady 
progress in all departments, and thanked 
the friends who had provided a very 
cosy minister's vestry, He voiced a.lso 
the feelings of many when he spoke of 
the blessings received under the pastor. 

Mr. Dads well based his rema.rks upon 
1 Pet. v. 12. He spoke of the purity 
and sta.bility of the found&tion upon 

which the Church of Christ ste.nds. It 
is important that we have true and not 
counterfeit grace. We oa.n rejoice in the 
oovena.nt of grace, in the Surety of that 
covenant, tha.t we know the gmoe of 
the Lord Jesus, and tha.t we a.re stewa.rds 
of the manifold grace of God. 

Mr. Mitchell took a.s his text Rev. 
xxii. 4. He said tha.t the believer could 
test his religion by these words. Wu.s 
his chief desire to see the faoe of the 
Lord 7 When we entered hee.ven our 
eyes would be for Obrist, e.nd other 
glories would only exist e.s Hie presence 
wa.s there. The fe.ce is often the index 
of the cha.re.cter, e.nd it would proba.bly 
he.ve been more so if it ha.d not been for 
sin. Christ's love e.nd che.ra.cter would 
shine forth in His fe.ce, a.nd e.11 His 
people would see it a.nd rejoice in it. 
None would ha.ve his view obscured by 
a.nether, for He would be e.s the sun is to 
the inhabita.nts of the hemisphere
visible to e.11 a.t once. 

Mr, Rose wished the Church" me.ny 
he.ppy returns of the da.y," a.nd ba.sed 
his rema.rks upon the messe.ge to the 
Churoh a.t Ephesus (Rev. ii. 1-7). He 
spoke very feelingly of the duties. 
responsibilities, e.nd temptations of 
the ministry e.ud of the influence 
of the che.ra.cter of the &Ulfels or 
pe.stors of the Churohes. He e.lso 
me.de reference to the Wa.ldensian 
Church, e.nd spoke of the method 
e.dopted in the messe.ge-ne.mely, com
menda.tion first e.nd oensure e.fterwa.rds. 
It wa.s e. se.d thing for the Church at 
Ephesus the.t they left their first love, 
but it wa.s not ea.id the.t they lost it. 

Mr. Bush followed with some cheer
ing words frotn the pre.yer recorded in 
PB&, v. 11. He spoke of the universe.lity 
of the prayer e.nd the conste.nt joy 
experienced. The jCly is to be me.de 
me.nifest. God's people he.ve ree.eon to 
rejoice, for He conste.ntly defends them. 

The addresses were ve.ried by the 
introduction of very suite.ble hymns, 
e.nd the meeting will long be remem
bered e.s e. see.son of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. 

PRITTLEWELL, SOUTHEND-ON
SEA..-On Wednesde.y, June 24th, the 
eleventh e.nniverse.ry of the pastorate of 
brother John Chandler was held. The 
Lord lf&Ve a fine da.y, and the me.ny 
dear friends of the beloved pe.stor took 
a.dva.nta.ge of it, e.nd ce.me from a.II 
que.rters. The preacher in the e.fternoon 
we.a our beloved brother Mitohell, of 
Chadwell-street, his text being, "Come, 
see e. Man that told me e.11 thing-s that 
ever! did. lR not this the Christ 7" "It 
we.a Christ first, ChriAt la.Bt, a.nd C~rist 
all in e.11." A good tee. we.~ prov1~ed 
e.nd enjoyed by e.11. The pubhc meetmg 
commenced e.t 6,16, presided over Hby 
W. P. Goodley, Esq., of Hill-street. e 
rea.d the 103rd Paa.Im, the opening words 
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of whioh-" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul " 
-he thought would be the le.ngoe.ge of 
e.ll r,reeent. Brother Tettme.r, of Willen
he.l , Ste.lford, a.eked the Lord's blessing. 
The spe"kere were-brother G. Be.Id win 
(of London), pastor Holden (of Lime
house), brother Mitchell, e.nd brother 
Mobbs (of Southend), whom we a.re 
gle.d to ee.y is getting better. A few 
words from our pe.etor, the.nking the 
friend6 for their kindness to himself, 
e.nd the singing of the Doxology brought 
e. happy meeting to a. oloee. The col
lection we.a upwards of £10. 

SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK.
Thursday, July 2nd, we.a e. ha.pi,y da.y 
e.t Se.xmundhe.m Baptist Chapel. The 
little Cause has seen m9,ny ups a.nd 
downs. In da.ye gone by faithful breth
ren, though few in number, gathered, 
prayed, a.nd prea.ohed, and although 
they held their own, a.a God removed 
them to e. happier service, the little 
flock grew smaller, until at last the ser
vices were discontinued. There are only 
one or two of the old brigade left, but 
they have been fe.ithfal and God ha.a 
not deserted them. In the order of 
Providence, two years ago, e. brother 
was removed from London to Se.xmund
ham, and, seeing the old Meeting-house 
closed, he we.a led to move in the matter 
of reopening it. He sought out the trus
tees, and finding that brother R. E. 
See.re, of "Providence," Ole.pham Junc
tion, London, we.a one, he at onoe wrote 
him. Brother See.re very wisely coun
selled the reopening of the cha.pal if but 
"two or three" could be gathered for 
pre.yer1 a.nd a.t onoe used his influence 
with tne Suffolk and Norfolk Home Mis
sionary Society. The Society took over 
the work in Feb., 1902, and have carried 
it on ever sinoe. Brother H. D. Tooke, of 
Lowestoft, the genie.I secretary, he.a done 
yeoman service. Friends in London sent 
down a. very good harmonium, and the 
ohe.pel has been repaired, and now the 
oongregations are inorea.sing. The 
specie.I servioes on Thursday were to 
weloome brother W. H, Berry who, 
under the a.upioes of the Home Mission
a.ry Society, has a.ocepted the oversight 
of the cha.pal and taken up his residence 
a.t Se.xmundhe.m. In the afternoon 
brother R. E. Sears JJrea.ched to a. good 
oongrega.tion from Pae.. lxii. 15. The 
messa.ge, as delivered by brother Sea.re, 
was a mea.l by the way. About 6eventy 
persons attended the public tee., and the 
oha.pel was well filled in the evening. 
Brother Tooke, of Lowestoft, presided. 
Brother J. T. Oxborrow opened with de
votional exeroises. Brethren C. S. Pella.tt, 
R. E. Sea.re, F. H. Gorham (Kenning• 
ha.II), Oxborrow, and W. H. Berry ga.ve 
addresses. Some good old Union tunes 
Were sung. The establishment of e. 
Ca.use of truth here is essential, the 
town being deluged with the false 

tea.ching of the" higher criticiem" a.nd 
ra.tiona.fom. Mo.y the Lord help us a.nd 
keep UR in His truth is the pra.yer of
E. J, MOORE, 

SHOULDHAM-STREET.-The seoond 
anniversary of the pa.stora.te of Mr. W. 
F. Wo.ller wa.s celebrated on June 21Bt 
a.nd 23rd. On the Bunda.y two sermons 
were prea.ched by tbe pa.stor. On the 
following Tuesda.y a good number of 
friends a.ssembled at a. public meeting to 
encoura.ge the pa.stor a.nd friends a.t 
Shonldha.m-etreet. The meeting wa.s 
presided over by our esteemed brother, 
Mr. W. S. Millwood, who, in his opening 
rema.rks, expressed his plea.sure a.t being 
present, and wished the Church every 
blessing. The pa.stor reviewed the pa.at 
year's work, recounting the mercies 
received. Profitable a.ddresses were 
given by pa.store G. W. Thoma.a, W. 
Rose, E. White, and J.E. Flegg. The 
pa.stor, in a. few closing words, tha.nked 
the friends who ea.me to wish them 
God-speed. 

WATFORD TABERNACLE. - The 
Sunda.y-school a.nniverse.ry wa.s held on 
Lord's-day, June 28th. We ha.d a. gra.nd 
da.y, a.nd could sa.y, "The Lord wa.s in 
the place." Our pa.stor prea.ched the 
sermons-in the morning to the teach
ers, afternoon for the children, evening 
evening to pa.rents and friends. All the 
services wero well a.ttended, but tha.t in 
the evening wa.s the la.rgest. The cha.pel 
we.a orowded, a.nd ma.ny had to sit in the 
vestries. The children sa.ng well, and 
a.II friends were delighted. Oar pa.stor 
reported that twelve of the schola.rs 
had been ba.ptized during the yea.r, a.nd 
we left the building tha.nking our 
covena.ut Lord for His grea.t mercy 
a.nd love. The collections for the day 
a.mounted to £12 17s. Sd. 

MASBRO' (WOBTLEY·BOAD). - The 
40th a.nniversa.ry: of the Snnda.y-school 
in connection 'l'I 1th the a.hove pla.oe wa.s 
held on Sunda.y, June 14th. Mr. J. R. 
Greenwa.y, of Hull, prea.ched two 
sermons, the text being ta.ken from 
1 Cor. i. 23, in the morning the former 
pa.rt of it, "the prea.oher and his 
messa.ge," and in the evening the latter 
pa.rt. It wa.s a. delight to us to see the 
ma.rked a.ttention given by the oon
grege.tion, a.monfst whom were some 
of the pa.rents o the sohola.rs, who we 
only see on suoh ooca.sions a.s these. Our 
pra.yer is that the word spoken so faith• 
fully and fea.rlessly by the prea.cher 
will be blessed unto ma.ny who were 
present. In the a.fternoon we listened 
to a. very interesting a.ddress from 
brother Greenway, who ba.sed his re
ma.rks upon 2 Kings vi. a.nd latter pa.rt 
of 6th verse," the iron did swim." The 
spea.ker ea.id how God in His sovereignty 
and power causes the most unlikely 
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things to take place, iron to swim, the 
children of Israel to pass through the 
Red Sea., and many more inst1mces he 
proved from the Word of God. The 
children were very attentive, and we 
trust the.t manv out of our school will 
be me.de pillars in this place of truth in 
Go~'s own time and way, and that the 
fruit of onr labour will be seeo in da.ya 
to oome. Specie.I hymns were sung 
h_eartily by the children. The colleo
t10ns were the best we have had for 
many years, the anniversary one of the 
happiest, and the teachers were greatly 
encouraged to go on in their work. The 
day's services were closed by the sing
ing of the DJxology.-A. T. P. 

GUILDFORD (OLD BAPTIST 
CHA.PEL).-The Church ~nniversary 
services were held, as announced, on 
Lord's-day, Jnne 21st, when our pastor, 
W. Chianall, preached special sermo11s 
and the occasion will not be soon for'. 
gotten. The day commenced at 7.30 
a.m., when a large gathering met in the 
schoolroom for prayer and praise. Our 
gratefnl thanks were recorded to onr 
gracions God for snch a beantifnl and 
fine day, especie.lly after the very wet 
and cold weather of the past weeks, and 
the hearty and earnest prayers seemed 
to predict a good day ; the Lord's 
pr~senoe ~as greatly realized da.ring 
this meetmg, and we trust Him for 
great resa.lts. At 11 o'clock, our pastor 
was much helped to preach from Hosea 
iii. 5, and the young friends, by their 
singing of the special hymns and 
anthems, rendered the service of praise 
a real enj oya.ble season. The scholars 
in the Sunday-school ma.de,- collection 
in the afternoon for the Church Fa.nds, 
and through their superintendent, our 
brother G. Pickett, expressed their 
desire in this prac:tica.l manner of in
terest in the Church anniversary. At 
6.30 p.m., our pastor preached well from 
1 John v. 20, and as the day drew to a 
close, we were all praising our God for 
all His mercies. The collec:tions at all 
the services were good, and were much 
cause for gratitude and joy. On the 
Monday following, the prayer-meeting 
a.t 7 o'clock was a. time of ma.eh 
spiritual help, the prayers being snch 
that our hearts were much encouraged; 
and age.in the Lord's help and blessing 
was so11ght for the continued services, 
and on tb.e following Wednesday, Jone 
24th, Mr. J. B11sh, of Surbiton, preached 
both afternoon and evening to large 
oo_ngrega.tions. We were a.gain favoured 
with fine weather, and the universal 
testimony was that Mr. Bush we.s heard 
to much profit. Tea was provided at 5 
o'clock in the schoolroom, a very large 
party being present. The ta.hies were 
prettily la.id, the flowers looking very 
brigl?,t on such a sunny day. In the 
evenmg the pa.star ma.de a. few well 

chosen remarks oonoerning the work of 
the past yea.r. Friends were present 
from Chiddingfold, Cricket Hill, 
Yateley, Dor~ing, Fa.rnborough1 Farn
ham, Godl\lmmg, Ha.slemere, ana May. 
ford,-W. CHISNALL, 

CROYDON (DERBY-ROAD). -The 
27th anniversary of the above plo.oe of 
worship was commemorated on June 
30th, when brother Mitchell preached 
an encoura.l!"ing sermon in the afternoon 
from "Lo, I am with you a.lway, even 
unto the end of the world," in which he 
drew attention to the promise, persons, 
and perma.nenoe therein contained. A 
goodly company sat down to a social 
tea., after which brother Catchpole pre
sided at the pnblio meeting in his usna.l 
genial and effective manner, and read 
Phil. iii. 1-14. Brother Matlock offered 
prayer. The chairman then called on 
the pastor for a. statement of affairs 
generally, followinl!" him with a chaste 
address on " That I may know Him." 
Brother Mitchell next addressed the 
friends from" Let the inhabitants of the 
rook sing." Brother White," Certainly I 
will be with thee." Brother Da.dswell, 
"The God of our salvation." Brother 
Jones, "Consider Him." Ea.eh of the 
speakers was evidently helped by the 
Holy Spirit in the choice addresses 
delivered, and the pastor expressed 
gratitude to God, and a.II the friends 
who had so heartily co-operated. Some 
good hymns were heartily sung. Collec
~ions were liberal, and a profitable and 
happy sea.son closed with prayer by the 
cha.irma.n,-EBENEZEB BEECHER, 

MA.ROH (PBOVIDENCE).-The a.nni• 
versa.ry services on June 14th and 16th 
proved very successful and were 
most encouraging. There were large 
assemblies of people, amongst whom 
we welcomed visitors from far and near. 
Pastor J. Jull preached on the Lord's
da.y. On the Monday evening we had a. 
devotional meeting, and although it 
literally teemed with re.in we had a. 
good number present, and the spirit of 
prayer was earnest and united. The 
'fuesda.y was a, day, as far as the weather 
went, very suitable, and for which we 
felt thankful after all the wet on the 
previous da.y. Pastor H. T, Chilvers 
preached morning and evening, and 
pastor S. T. Belcher in the afternoon. 
A large number partook of lnnoheon a.t 
one o'clock. The pe.stor (Mr. B. J. 
Northfield) at the conclusion of the 
repast referred to the willing 11,nd cheer• 
ful help rendered by the ladies in 
arra..aging the same, and heartily 
thanked all who had assisted, a.t the 
same time expressing deep regret at the 
serious and sudden illness of one of o~r 
most ready and energetic workers 1n 
connection with the anniversary (Mrs. 
Ja,s. Green), pastor Juli also adding a 
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a few words in the same strain, Tea 
was served to about 300 in tbe sohool
room and obapel. Several ministerial 
friends from 11, distance joined with us 
in the Tuesday services, besides tbos.i 
engaged for the anniversary, viz.
Messrs. A. Marling (Cottenbam), -
Morling (Aldringham), H. Newton 
(Wisbeoh), J, T. Peters (Whittlesea), J. 
N. Throssell (Ramsey), H. M. Winch 
(Chatteris), and - Wortley (Cbatteris). 
The total proceeds amounted to £48. 
The chapel has undergone thorough 
cleaning and various a1terations. On 
all bands unqualified praise bas been 
expressed. of the manner in which the 
work bas been done, and the excellent 
improvements that bad been made. May 
the Lord, who9e presence and blessing 
is the greatest glory to any place of 
worship, fill this bouHe and grant many 
signs of divine approval and bene
diotiC1n, 

OLD BRENTFORD. - Special ser
vices were held at North-road on Thurs
day, July 2nd, to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. R. 
Mutimer. The services were well 
a.ttended, and the sermons muoh 
appreciated. Pastor J, Juli (of Cam
bridge) preached two sermons. In the 
afternoon from Paa. xvi. 9-11, and in the 
evening from John xi. 52, " And not for 
that nation only, but that also He should 
gather together in one the children of 
God that were scattered abroad." The 
collections, which were devoted to the 
pastor, were very good, We rejoice with 
thanksgiving that the dear Lord has 
very graciously helped and supported 
our dear pastor in his work during the 
years that are now past, for his labours 
have been very abundant both at home 
and elsewhere, for the Lord bas been 
with him, and the Word has been greatly 
blessed. We pray that the Di vine bless
ing may continue to rest abundantly 
upon his future labours in the Master's 
ea.use, and still make his ministry 11, 

power for ~reat good to the salvation of 
many precious souls, and to the glory of 
Christ. May our pastor be long spared 
to exalt 11, precious Christ in the procla
mation of the everlasting Gospel of the 
grace of God is the prayer and fervent 
desire of-E. FR0MOW, 

IPSWICH (ZoA.R).-On June 28th, we 
celebrated our anniversary of the 
Sunday-sohool, when many met together 
to shew their appreciation of good 
things. This year we had the privilege 
of hearing our brother Mr. S. T. 
Beloher, of Homerton-row. Our pastor, 
Mr. Hardens, had the privilege of being 
at home, and was present with us to 
support Mr. Belcher on the platform. 
Th.a morning text was taken from John 
iii. 5, our brother dwelling chiefly upon 
the latter part of the verse in reference 

to the kingdom of heaven. The 
Governor of that kingdom, the King of 
kings, and King of glory. Faith the 
gift of the King, prayer the breathing 
of the subjects of the King. The King's 
love and rejoicing in Hie subjects. The 
afternoon being 11, children's service, onr 
brother Mr. Belcher addressed them on 
the man Zacchens, 11, small man, but not 
to be despised on that account, referring 
to men small of stature, and showing 
what great men they were, impreasing 
upon the children the fact that though 
small they could not tell how much 
good they might be the means of doing. 
Our pastor, Mr. Hardens, engaged in 
prayer, and the children recited pieces. 
hymns and dialogues. The time passed 
so quickly that many were surprised 
that two hours bad thus been happily 
spent. The choir and children inter
spersed the meetings with special 
hymns and anthems. In the evening 
another excellent discourse was given 
by brother Belcher, Congregations 
fairly good. Collections about average. 
On Wednesday, July 1st, in beautiful 
weather, the school treat was held on the 
Cliff Meadow, the infants being taken 
there in connyances, kindly lent by 
brother R. Peck. Many friends came 
up to encourage the children, and a 
happy day was spent.-A. F., Sec. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 
p ASTOR'S 32ND ANNIVERSARY. 

ON Lord's-day, June Hth, special ser
vices were held, when the pastor, Mr. 
C. Cornwell, preached in the morning 
from Psalm xxxii. 6. In the sermon he 
described some of those "tha.t are 
godly" as shewn in the former verses 
of tbe Psalm, and in the evening, from 
Aots xv. 11, he spoke upon the four 
things in the text (whioh always go 
together) : "grace, favour, Jesus, and 
salvation," The grace of God was here 
seen to be conspicuous in its sovereignty 
and discrimination, Moses, Nehemiah, 
Peter and Cornelius, being some of the 
instance~ noticed. 

On Tuesday afternoon following, the 
sermon was preached by Mr. Thome.s 
Bradbury, his text being 1 John i. 3. 
Those who were there testified to the 
sermon being one of the best. 

At the public meeting in the evening 
Mr. George Savage presided. He opened 
by reading the 16th of Rome.ns and 
commenting upon it. The oha.irme.n 
then engaged in prayer. 

Mr. Thomas Bald win, in greeting us, 
epoke of his thirty years' fellowship 
with the pastor, and of his plea.sure in 
witnessing to the way he had held and 
mainte.ined the truth. His te:s:t was 
from Phil. ii. 5, "Let this mind be in you, 
which was e.lso in Christ Jesus." After 
setting forth the headship of the Lord 
Jesus, he directed our attention to the 
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meekness, condescension, and humility 
which He manifested. 

Mr. F. C. Holden helped us to raise 
"another Ebenezer" with the pastor, 
and say there is nothini more glorious, 
or so glorious, in our view to-day than 
the Gospel of the blessed God. These 
words were spoken from :-Thie" God," 
this" blessed God," this" blessing God." 
The God who dwelleth in perfect light, 
who sees the end of all things from the 
beginning, and all that comes between, 
whose infinite mind grasps all things, 
who is as holy in His being as in Hie 
thoughts and Hie attributes, and is 
blessed with absolute and un&ounded 
power, blended with infinite wisdom 
and resources. In oommunice.ting the 
life to others He is the blessing GodJt 
is Hie prerogative to bless others; .ne 
can, He does bless others, and He bath 
blest us. 

In the absence of Mr. Debnam, our 
friend, Mr. J. M. Rundle, spoke of the 
increasing preciousness of new covenant 
blessings when our wee.knesees are me.de 
manifest to us. He prayed for the bless
ing of the Holy Ghost in producing 
increased activity in the Church, so 
tha.t "whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord, and whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord; whether we live, therefore, or 
die. we 11.re the Lord's." 

Mr. G. W. Clark spoke of God's 
peculiar ea.re as seen in l Kings xvii. 9, 
"I have comm1U1ded the widow woman 
there to sustain thee." God reg-e.rded 
His servant with tenderness, He knew 
he would need nourishment, and His 
store was lying at the bottom of the 
ba.rrel of mea.l, a unique way in which 
to display His kindness. 

Mr. 0. S. Dolbey spoke from the text, 
"The Lord h~th done great things for 
us, whereof wee.re dad." He first me.de 
the enquiry, "Are we God's people 1" 
This could only be se.tisfa.ctorily 
answered by the testimony of the Holy 
Ghost in the soul, and "He that 
believeth bath the witness in himself," 
and "the Spirit bee.reth witness with 
our spirit." For His people's redemp
tion He chose the Son to be their 
Redeemer, by blood ; a threefold cord 
which ca.nnot be broken was here 
manifested-the Father's election, the 
Son's redemption, a.nd the Spirit's 
regeneration ; in the preaching of 
which he felt tha.t the Lord had done 
great things in preserving our pe.storJ 
and in the ministry of which he hopea 
he would be sustained. 

In ooncluding, the pastor thanked 
the friends for their support, and for 
the collections, which amounted to :£16. 
He had all thro!Jgh his m~nistry had a 
desire to be faithful to his Master, to 
be stee.dfe.st and unmoveable, and be 
favoured to tell out all that God had 
commanded him to speak. He felt there 
was also a privilege in being helped to 

stand fast in opposing error, This was 
one part of the Goepel whioh not many 
felt bound to adhere to. The apostle 
eaid he was " set for the defence of the 
Gospel," which we.a not always agree
able. He intended to epee.k from 
2 Chron. i. 10, but time did not permit. 

J. BROWNING, Sec. 

CHATHAM (ENON).-We held our 
61st anniversary services on Lord's-day 
June 21st. Mr. C. J. Brooks, of Kentish 
Town, pree.ohed two sermons. Wednes
day following, pastor W. A. De.le, of 
Margate, preached afternoon and even
ing. Tea. in the interval. The Lord 
ire.oiously helped our brethren to speak 
in His name to our souls' profit. The 
congregation was small in the a.fter
noon1 but better in the evening. The 
Lord s name be pra.ised.-0, O. 

IPSWIOH (BETHEBDA).-On Lord's. 
day, July 5tb, Mr. H. T. Chilvers (who 
has accepted the pastorate) paid us a 
visit, and at the close of the morning 
service led through the baptismal pool 
two sisters on a profession of repent
ance and faith in the Lord Jesus. A 
large and attentive congregation as
sembled to listen to the discourse, 
which was founded on Acts ix. 36, 
"What doth hinder 1 " Many friends 
aleo joined us at the Lord's Table in the 
afternoon, when our sisters received the 
right hand of fellowship, Mr. Chilvers 
speaking very encouragingly to each of 
them. As a Church we desire to express 
gratitude to Almighty God for having 
led our dear brother to feel it to be 
" His will " that he should come 
amongst us. During fifty-eight yea.re 
our Church has had but two pe.stors
viz., the late Mr. Poock and the late 
Mr. Kern, who proved themselves to be 
true servants of the Most High, and 
we are hoping and praying that our 
brother (Mr. Chilvers) may enjoy 
much of the Master's presence, and be 
honoured in helping forward the work 
here, and that a • 1ong life may be 
granted him in our midst. We have 
joined heartily in prayer for muoh 
grace to be given to our brothers and 
sisters at Bassett-street (for after all 
we are but "one Church"). May the 
Great Head of the Church appear 
for them to their joy. Mr. Chilvers 
commences his stated labours amongst 
us (D.l' .) the first Lord's-day in 
October. 

TOTTENHAM (EBENEZER, NAPIEJ!· 
ROAD, PHILIP-LANE).-Pastor's 11,nDI• 
vereary was held on Sunday, May lOt~, 
when pastor J. P. Gibbens preached in 
the morning from Rev, iii. 6, In the 
evening . 11 sermon was preached .. b/ 
pastor H. D. Sandell from 2 Cor, xu. • 
On Wednesday pastor E. Mitchell (of 
Chad well-street) preached in the after· 
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noon from Pea. 0111. 12. A publio 
meeting wae held in the evenin(;f, 
Ohairman, Mr. E. H. Britton. In 
opening our brother made a few remarks 
on Solonion'R prayer at the dedication 
of the Temple. Addressee were given 
by the following ministers :-Mr. J. 
Clark from Deut. xxxiii. 29. The people 
are he.ppy, for God is the source of their 
happiness. They are happy in their 
relationship to Him-in their privi
leges, parentage, position and prospects. 
Mr. Chisnall from 2 These. i. 10. Mr. 
H. D. Sandell from Paa. xlv. 13 The 
Churoh of Christ. Royal relationship, 
and internal beauty. Mr. T. Jones from 
I John iii. 2. The present condition of 
the redeemed. The revelation of their 
future life. Mr. Gibbens: "The Lord 
bath been mindful of ue." 

BRIGHTON (PRABTHANA SABHA). 
-The half-yearly meeting of the above 
Society was held on June 4th. Our 
desire, which was voiced in prayer by 
four brethren, was that the Lord would 
send forth labourers into His vineyard. 
Brother Hutchinson (of London) gave 
an address from Matt. ix. 37, 38. Thie 
portion of Scripture he opened up in a 
concise and forcible manner. In the 
36th verse Christ saw the immensity of 
human need, and that in Himself alone 
was the sin-cleansing Fountain for all 
that belong to Him. The Lord also saw 
the depth of human need and the 
absence of shepherding care, and under 
this last item brother Hutohinson 
pointed out the carnal ease and indiffer
ence of God's ohildren, and the difficul
ties raised by the devil. The commission 
was noticed, and we had brought before 
us Recognised prayer and Commissioned 
prayer. After singing, and a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Hutchinson, the meeting 
was oloeed with prayer. 

KEPPEL-STREET (MEMORIAL 
SUNDAY·BCHOOL).-The 88th anniver
sary of the above school was held on 
Sunday, June 21st. The eervioee oom
menced at 10 a.m., when e. number of 
friends assembled for prayer. Our 
pastor, Mr. H. T. Chilvers, preaohed 
helpful and appropriate sermons. In 
the morning from the words, "And the 
babe wept" (Exod, ii. 6) • and in the 
evening from "Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse hie ways 7 by taking 
heed thereto aocording to Thy Word" 
(Pea, cxix. 9). In the afternoon a young 
peoples' eervioe was held, when pastor 
J, E. Hazleton (of Hill-street) gave an 
address to the children from the words, 
"He carried away also the shields 
of gold whioh Solomon had mad.i" 
(2 Ohron. xii. 9). He reminded the 
children of the danger of losing the fair 
golden shields of Character, Simplicity, 
Obedienoe, and Truthfulness, and of the 
importanoe of possessing the golden 
shield of Faith. Speoial anthems and 

hymns were eung, The colleotiona 
amounted to £8 6s. 9¼d.-C. T. F. 

WHITTLESEA.-Very aucceasful,en
couraging and inspiring services were 
held in connection with the annivers1Hy 
of Zion Chapel, WllittleRea, on June 7th 
and 11th. On the Lord's-day our pastor 
(J. T, Peters) preached in the morning 
lrom Paa. cxix. 18, and in the evening 
from John vii. 37-39. We thank God 
we are favoured to hear the truth faith
fully and earnestly set forth Sabbath 
after Sabbath. On the following Thurs
day many friends _gathered to hear Mr. 
John Bush proclaim the Gospel of rich, 
free and sovereign grace. It was indeed 
good to be there, as our brother opened 
up Pea. XXIiv. 3-6, "Face answered 
face," and his remarks found an echo in 
the hearts of many, who through be
reaving Providences are passing through 
the experiences described, for our God 
has visited us so much of late with His 
bereaving and afflicting hand. The 
evening subject was lea. iii. 10, 11. We 
were much encouraged by the presence 
of friends from the sister Churches of 
Marchi Ramsey, Wisbech, Warboys, and 
Whitt esea-road. About HO se.t down 
to tea. Collections and congregations 
were in advance of the past few years. 
Now we wait the promised ehowers of 
blessing. Bless even us, oh I our Father. 
"Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow."-H. 8. 

PRESENTATION TO MR. THOS. 
JONES. 

ON July 21st, e.t Zion Chapel, Heaton
road, Peokham, many friends gathered 
to show their esteem of our brother, and 
appreciation of hie work at Zion, New 
Croes, for a period of nine years. 

In the afternoon an excellent sermon, 
which we feel will be long remembered 
by many, was pree.ohed by Mr. John 
Bush, from the words, "He bath said, I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee." 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by Mr. John Anderson, who spoke 
in very high terms of our brother's 
ministry, which had been a great bless
ing to himself, 

Mr. Loosely, who was the first speaker, 
referred to the deep regret that was felt 
at the loss of Mr.Jones, as pastor, a man 
who rightly divided the word of truth, 
whose theme from first to last was 
Christ. He oonoluded by quoting parts 
of some letters reoeived by him from 
old e.nd young. 

Messrs. J. H.. Debnam, of Nunhead 
Green, E.Beeoher, E. White, J.E. Flegg, 
and P. King, also briefly addressed the 
friends. 

The fresente.tion, whioh took the 
form o a oheque for £40 19s. 0d., was 
made by our genial friend and brother, 
Mr. Bush, aooompBonied by some suit
able observations based ohieflr on the 
words, 11 My preeenoe shall go with thee." 
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Mr. T. Jones, who WI\B deeply touched 
by this expression of rege.rd, in e.oknow
lediring the kindness of the friend~, 
reviewed his work for nine yee.rs at New 
Cross. He e.lso, on behalf of Mrs. Jones, 
the.nked the members of her Bible-cle.ss 
for their gift to her of a. splendid work 
ta.hie. 

BORO' GREEN.-Anniversa.ry ser
vices of the Snnda.y-school were held 
on Sunde.y, Jnne 28th; wee.ther was 
very favourable. The eervioes, which 
were well attended, especially the even
ing, were oondncted by the pe.stor, Mr. 
H. Bull. Collections a.mounted to 
:£6 0s. 10d. An altogether profitable de.y 
was brought to a. close by s1nging, 
"Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow." The services were continned on 
the Wednesday following

1 
when the 

collection ree.lized :£11 0s. 6a, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
WOULD to God the.t e.ll that are so 
anxions to obtain for their poorer 
friends the benefits which the Society 
confers were as diligent in seeking to 
obtain for it the nrgently needed 
addition to its income. Notice its claims 
on our snpport. Sixteen hundred and 
thirty-four life pensioners, living in all 
pe.rts of the kingdom, e.n Annual 
Pension Expenditure of :£12.300, to
gether with an Annnal Home Expendi
tnre of :£1,800, indeed constitute a 
nathetic and powerful plea for increas
ing support. New Annual Subscribers 
from 7s. and upwards will be gladly 
enrolled. 

,. * • Those that the Society helped were 
not only the poor-" the poor ye have 
always with you,"-but they were also 
aged, for they must be over 60 years of 
age. The la.et Report points out the 
Scripture ea.notion for fixing 60 as the 
starting point of old a.ge is to be found 
in the la.et chapter of Leviticus. From 
thence life's decline begins, a.nd so long 
as the Lord spares these aged ones, it is 
a. great privilege to help them. They 
were debtors to the feeble, "Owe no 
man anything, !Jut to love one another," 
and should also endeavour to manifest 
their love by their care for the aged. 
The Committee of this Society carried 
on their work in a. prayerful spirit, yet 
with business capacity, A glance a.t the 
Ba.la.nee-sheet would evince how little 
was spent upon organisation, and how 
large a proportion of every pound con
tributed was distributed to the Lord's 
aged saints. He pleaded for more 
Annual Subscriptions, as these enabled 
the Committee to arrange their work 
with gree.ter facility and confidence. 

* ,. 
* :;-:· collections after sermons have been 

recently made at Brighton, Ura.nleigh, 

Whiteohapel, Brentford, Richmond 
New Barnet, Eastbourne, St. Mary 
Alderma.ry, City, Caine, Gower-street 
and Maidstone. The help thus given 
has been of the greatest value, aud the 
Committee e&rnestly ask all friends of 
the Institution to exert their influence 
in inducing more Churches e.nd oon
grege.tions, espeoie.lly those who he.ve 
Members on the Pension lists, to follow 
the excellent example thus set. 

(§one lome. 
MR. WILLIAM CROWHURST 

(formerly minister of Dorchester Hnll, Iellng. 
ton) passed away on Mny 19, 1903, in the 67th 
yenr of his nge. Interred nt Abney Park. 

MATILDA ELIZABETH MIDDLETON 
died on June 7th, 1903, nged 74 years. 
Formerly of Clifl'e-at-Hoo, Kent. it may be 
in the recollection of many that she was the 
widow of the late Mr. John Middleton (who 
died twelve years ai:ro). a good and useful 
mnn, well known in Kent nnd elsewhere as 
one who lived according to the Gospel he 
loved and faithfully preached. He left his 
widow quite unprovided for. After being 
helped by a few friends for a year, a home 
was ofl'ered her in the house of a gentleman 
in London. He had lost his wife, and having 
two danghters who took the management 
of the house. her duties were light. She 
wns treated with great kindness and con
sideration. and has often said how wonder
fully the Lord had provided for her. Her 
Christian character and integritv were 
much appreciated. She attended the chapel 
at Tollini:rton Park, but remained a member 
at Providence, Grave,end. She sufl'ered 
much from asthma and a distressing congh, 
nnd has had a servant during the Inst year 
so that she conld rest. When the writer 
saw her a month before her death her mind 
seemed wandering. She said, "Oh, to be 
rig,ht I" often repeating the verse, "Ah I I 
shall soon be," &c. She was laid to rest in 
her late huaband's grave in Strood Church
yard, and I felt, on turning from it, it con
tained the remains of some of the excellent 
of the earth.-E. 0. 

GEORGE THRUSTON, 
of Leiston, Sufl'olk, very peaceably passed 
away on February 28th, 1903. at the ripe age 
of 81 years. Truly he came to the end of 
this life ns a shock of corn fully ripe: was 
readv and waiting for his Lord to come. He 
had ·been laid aside several months. His 
one desire wns that the Lord wonld give him 
patience to wait His appointed time. T_he 
14th chapter of John wns n very favourite 
portion, cheering his heart many times ns 
it was read to him, he being unable to see 
to read it himself. Now he has entered those 
glorious mansions he loved to talk about. 
He had been an honourable member of the 
Baptist Chapel, Aldringhnm. for many 
vears. His mortal remains were laid to rest 
in the Chapel Burin! Ground, on March 7th, 
by our esteemed pastor, H. M. Marling. Our 
paator made some very appropriate remarks 
t.he following Rundny from the words_: '' I~. 
My Fatber'B house are many mans10ns. 
Oar departed brother has left 11 widow, 
whom we pray the Lord will uphold and 
support. also two sons and a daughter, to 
mourn bis loss. Their loss is his eternal 
gain. Mny we all meet him on the other 
side or Jordan, where faith is lost in sigb

8
t,, 

and to be for over with the Lord.-J. • • 
OXDORROW. 



CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE FORESHADOWED BY 
MORDECAI AND HIS BRETHREN. 

"For Mordecai, the Jew, was . . . accepted of the multitude of hi8 
brethren.''-Esther x. 3. 

GOD, in dilfereot ways, always responds to our desire for "the know
of Christ Jesus our Le,rd." Not only does He" reveal His Son in 

us," but He discloses His glorits to us by blessing His Word to our 
minds and hearts. He teaches us much by the recorded lives of His 
&aints in the days of old. Their histories are given us that we may trace 
analogies or points of resemblance between them and the Master, and so 
become more fully acquainted with Him who has the pre-eminence in 
all things. 

Mordecai is, perhaps, seldom regarded as a type of Christ. Many 
particulars of his history, however, so strikingly correspond with Gospel 
statements concerning "the Lord of glory " that the similitades must 
have been designed by God. 

Leaving prefatory remarks, we now assume that the statement of our 
teKt admits of o. typical interpretation, and may thus be reverently 
regarded as applicable to tue Saviour, who assuredly is "accepted of 
the multitude of His brethren." 

'' The multitude of His brethren."• All expressions must be inter
preted according to the usage of those who employ them. This is a 
Hebrew form of speech, indicating not a majority but an entirety, and 
means that the whole of the exiled Jews looked up to Mordecai with 
confidence and felt that their interests were safe in hi~ hands. In this 
respect he was fortunate. Few in high places give universal satisfaction. 
Some almost worship a popular Statesman, othero think him a demon 
of darkness. Which is more objectionable-who can say ?-the fulsome 
admiration or the reckless condemnation ? This great man, however, 
was the object of universal confidence. 

Here indisputably the parallel between Mordecai and the Saviour is 
obvious and complete. With re~pect to Him, there is no difference of 
opinion amongst His constituents. He is universally and cordially 
"accepted of His brethren." None refose to join in His coronati,m 
Anthem, or to sing-

" Bring forth the roye.l diadem, 
And CROWN HIM LORD OF ALL," 

He is accepted as the Object of faith-as the Centre of love-a;id as 
the Fountain of authority, by all His people. 

I.-THEY ACCEPT Hnr AS THE OBJECT OF THEIR FAITH. The 
popular phrase "accepting Christ" is often employed in a vague, un-

• Some other writers differ. Gill, for instanoe, explains the expression to 
mee.n " of the greater po.rt of His brethren," adding, " Let 11, m11,n be ever so 
deserving, some will envy his greatness and oa.vil at what he does."-EDITOR. 
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int.elligible and unscriptnral manner : but there i.~ such a thing ns 
"accepting Rim" notwiohstanding."' 'l'he expression need not be 
repudiated became "\"l'e are nauseated 'with its misuse. Those that 11re 
quickened and God-taught, deliberately accept Christ for themselves as 
the only ground of their hope for eternal salvation. It comes about 
thus. The hearts of elect and redeemed sinners in due time are made 
the seat of the life-giving and enlightening operations of the Spirit. 
These are manife8ted by a deep sense of sin, an apprehension of the 
righteousness of God, and a view of the just claims of His holy law 
followed by the conclusion to which the simplest process of reasoning 
inevitably leads-the awfulness of being unforgiven. This awakens the 
enquiry, "What must I do to be saved?" and, often by an exhaustive 
method, consisting of a course of futile and abortive attempts to obtain 
rest and peace by other means-the mind and conscience are brought to 
the conclusion that salvation must be by free and sovereign grace 
through Jesus only, and by the process revealed in the Gospel. Thus' 
with deep and solemn feeling, the chosen and blood-bought sinner i~ 
eventually brought to experience what good John Cennick so well 
describes:-

" The more I strove against sin's power, 
I sinned and stumbled but the more, 
Till late, I hea.rd my Saviour say, 
'Come hither, soul, I am'the Way.'" 

Thus is Christ accepted. He is never offered to man's free will. This 
idea is as contemptible as it ii! derogatory to His glory. He is, however, 
" set forth " by God " to be a propitiation through faith in His blood " 
as the only medium by which a "just God" can be "the Justifier of 
him that believeth in Jesus." This revelation the heart, constrained by 
the Holy Spirit receives, believes the Divine testimony to be true, and 
ventures its all upon it. 

Thus, as Mordecai was universally "accepted of his people," so the 
Lord Jesus is the accepted Object of true faith wherever grace imparts 
this precious grace ; for-

" To Him it leads the soul, 
When filled with deep di.,stress, 

• The writers of the Bible were led of the Spirit continually to emphasise 
the importance of words (Eccles. xii. 10; Jer. xv. 16; 1 Oor. ii. 13). In this we 
should follow them, a.s words are not only the written or spoken vehicles or 
expressions of our thoughts, but the instruments with which we think-o.s the 
Editor of this magazine contends in his" Guide to Church Fellowship," page 17. 
He that attaches a wrong meaning lo a word is certain to err in a process of 
thought in which this word is a.n essential term. This has led Strict and 
Particular Baptiats to the careful and critical study both of synonyms and of 
terms that are apparently synonymous but really diflet·ent in meaning. Thus we 
have observed that while men a.re said to labour and work, God is always 
spoken of as working only. We distinguish between the sacrifice of Christ, in 
its Godward aspect, as a "satisfaction or atonement" offered to and accepted 
by the "Judge of all" on behalf of the elect, and in its manward aspect as "the 
reconciliation" received by His people. Human "accountability" we regard as 
essentially different from human "responsibility," and have been wont to 'speo.k 
of Faith's action in relation to Christ, as" receiving" not ''accepting" Him, 
and have repudiated the latter term. The "audacity of originality" (none 
too common among us), however, Jed the preacher of the above sermon to 
expressions which some might hesitate to employ, but which are amply substan
tiated.- EDITOR. 
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Flies to the fountain of His blood, 
And trustg His righteousness.'' 

263 

II.-Our Lord Jesus Christ is accepted of His brethren Ais THF. 
OENTRE OF THEIR LOVE. We inevitably differ on many matters of 
opinion; but with reg1trd to Him no divergence of feeling can possibly 
exist. To all His people " He is the Chiefe3t among ten thousand, and 
the Altogether Lovely." 

In the world, gratitude for favours shown in spontaneous kindness is 
far more often looked-for than found, and our keenest earthly sorrow 
has arisen from those we unselfishly sought to serve. The hand that 
was gene1;ously outstretched to benefit others receives a yelp and a snarl 
by way of repayment, rather than thankful recognition. 

"Blow, blow, thou wintry wind: 
Thou a.rt not so unkind 

As me.n's ingratitude." 

In the spiritual world it is, however, otherwise. Grace bestowed 
invariably secures a gracious response, and t~ey that are blessed in 
and through and by the Redeemer always bless Him in return. " The 
wonderful love of His heart" evokes the love of onrs. The trouble of 
the Christian is that his love and gratitude are so inadequate to the costly 
affection which spent such untold treasures to obtain it. But it is a 
trouble which he would rectify if he could. 

" Lord, it is my chief complaint 
The.t my love is weak e.nd fe.lnt ; 
Yet I love Thee, e.nd adore -
0 for gre.oe to love Thee more I " 

Those who have never been favoured to say, "He loved me and gave 
Himself for me," cannot possibly enter into the feelings of those who 
have, but to these Jesus fills a position so altogether uniqne that they 
accept Hirn as Love's sweetest, dearest, suprernest Object. The persuasion 
that He left the skies, stooped to the manger, bore the weary burden of 
this life, and the heavier load of Calvary's cross/or me, creates feelings 
for which there are no words in our voc1bulary. Like Paul's visions 
in" the third heaven," it is not possible to utter them. Yet ~e would 
if we could. 

" 0, could I speak the matchless worth, 
0, could I sound the glories forth, 

Which in my Saviour shine I 
I'd soar and touch the heavenly strings, 
And vie with Gabriel while he sings 

In nolos o.lmost Divine I " 

III.~Jesus is accepted by His brethren AS THE FoUNTArn OF 
AUTHOlUTY. When the king delighted to honour Mordecai, we are sure 
that this dtlight was shared by his national brethren; and when we read 
that the F1:1ther "loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His 
hand ; " that He has "crowned Him with glory and honour, and set 
Him over the works of Hie hands, and put all things in subjection under 
His feet," and that " He is on the right hand of God ; angels and 
authorities and powers being made subject, to Him "-our hearts, "by 
grace renewed," feel a like exultant joy. " God has blessed Him for 
ever," and, when favoured with holy tl.10ughts and gracious feelings, ice 
never tire of bit ssiog Him too. 

As days roll on, our prayers undergo a change in matter and 
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expre~sion. The re11sive sigh or tle prolonged groa11 of the anxious 
penitent gives place to the verbal petition, "God have mercy on me, 
a sinner ; " " Say unto my soul, 'I am thy salvation,' " in most 
instances, follows, and this is repeated with growing urgency, until the 
" time of love " arrives, and Divine assurance is vouchsafed. 0 happy 
day, in which the Lord is pleased to say to our hearts, "Fear thou not, for 
I have redeemed thee." Then, filled with joy, impelled by gratitude, 
and constrained by the "love which passeth knowledge," we cry, 
"Lord, what wilt 'l'hou have me to do ? " and we never wholly cease to 
own Him, as embodying the authority to which our allegiance must be 
paid. Our anxiety thenceforth is to ascertain "what the will of the 
Lord is," and to obtain from Him grace to do it. The conscience sub
mits her decisions to His directions. The judgment corrects its opinions 
by His declarations. The will-no longer arrogantly resistent, but 
graciously harmonised to His sway-meekly bows in subjection to Him, 
and the Christian sings-

" Let all the powers within me join 
In work and worship so divine," 

Such service is perfect freedom. " If the Son shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed." He is no Egyptian taskmaster. forcing 
His unwilling slaves to "serve with rigour." Nor is it difficult for 
those who haH been made "willing in the day of Bis power" to 
do what He enjoins. His people recognirn the double bond. On the 
one band they r, ad, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest-." This is a kind of prize 
medal given to a sinner to wear on bis breast when he finds pardon 
and peace at the foot of the cross. But, turning it round, be views 
on the other side, " Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me : for 
I am meek and lowly of heart : and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls." Or, keeping within the language of Scripture, "The founda
tion of God standeth sure, having this (twofold) seal, 'The Lord 
knoweth them that are His:' and 'Let every one that nameth the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity.'" 

But in all this, how we feel our weaknes9, and have to cry daily, 
"Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe." We are sure that we can 
neither be righteous in the way of justification nor r(qht in the manner 
He requires, without His grace; but we take refuge in His ample 
promises of mercy, help, strength, and deliverance, if only Bia sweet 
words are laid with power on our anxious hearts. 

"Let me but hear my Saviour say, 
' Strength shall be equal to thy day:' 
Then I rejoice in deep distress, 
Leaning on all-sufficient Grace." 

Thill! J eaus is "accepted of the multitude of His brethren ; " yet with 
the feeling that much is reserved for a future period. Then, though 
faith will be superseded by the " open vision," the service of love 
will develop into tlia~ happy perfection which we now so ardently desire. 

Finally, onr text suggests an important evidential test of oar 
interest in the grace of God, if we asiociate the terms "accepted" and 
"brethren." Have we accepted the Lord Jesus as the Object of our 
trust, as the centre of our love, and as the supreme Authority to whom 
11•e bow in loving and loyal obedience ? Then tl'e arc His brel!tren, our 
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co~dition and experience proving that He accepted Ui before we accepted 
Him, and sougut us before we sought Him. 

G. W. SHEPHERD (transcribed by JOHN HOPEFUi,). 

THE TRIAL AND TRIUMPH OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"And it co.me to pass after these things that God did tempt Abra.ha.m." 
-Gen. xxii. 1. 

"By faith Abre.he.m, when he we.s tried, offered up Isaac."-Heb. xi. 5. 

THE revised rendering of the first passage above-" that God did 
prove," is to be preferred to the familiar "God did tempt Abraham," 

not only as being unambiguous, but because the original word is rendered 
"prove" in twenty places in the Authorised Version." " God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any man" (James i. 13), but God 
is wont to prove the graces of His people, and it pleased Him to subject 
His servant Abraham to the test of parting acquiescently with his 
beloved Isaac. lt is impossible to consider Abraham's trial without 
being struck by its 

UNUSUAL SEVERITY, 

A prominent and pleasing feature.of God's revealed char~cter is His 
tenderness in dealing with His people. " Like as & father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our 
frame: He remembereth that we are dust" (Psa. ciii. 13, 1-!). But 
this tender pity in Abraham's case seems hidden, though we are sure it 
was not wanting, for God can never deny Himself. In all prob1bility
we might speak wit3 certainty-no one of God's people was ever sub
jected to so severe a test as was Abraham. He was to take his Isaac, in 
whom his soul delighted, and with his own hands slay him, cut up his 
body, and offer it as a burnt offering to God. To yield up an only son 
to God in an ordinary way without a murmur is no light task, as the 
writer can testify from his own experirnce, but to slay with one's own 
hands the dearest object of one's affections, seems beyond human 
ability. Besides, Isaac was no ordinary son, but the child of promise, 
long waited for, most tenderly loved, and highly prized. Surely never 
WM mortal besides set such a task as this. 

God's dealings with Abraham had been preparatory; He prepared 
him for his supreme trial. From the beginning God had tried His 
servant's faith. At the first God called him out from his own country 
to go to a land of which he knew nothing : "he went out, not knowing 
whither he went." By keeping him waiting for the promised seed until 
a miracle was required to accomplish the promise, and by many vicissi
tudes, God had trained His servant for this supreme act of foivh. Not 
raw recruits, but well tried veterans, are placed in the hottest par~s of 
the field of battle. Past experiences and deliverances are intended to be 
helps to our faith in fn~ther and more severe trial~. The remembr~nce 
of his vidory over the hon and the bear helped Dc1v1d to confront Gohath 
with humble confidence in Jehovah. So the many proofs Abraham had 

• Young's Conoorde,noe. 
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received of the power and faithfulness of God assisted him in this fresh 
and more severe trial to which be was subjected. Experiences of God's 
favour, faithfulness, and delivering power and mercy should be treosured 
up by us, not to live upon the past, but as encouragements to faith and 
?bedience in the trials which may yet be before us. God increases faith 
m the hearts of His people by exercise and trial. 

In Abraham's trial we notice that there were 
MA.NY ELEMENTS; 

various ingredients were mixed in the cup he was called to drink. We 
may begin with the trial it was to his natural affections. He was doubt
less a man of deep and tender feelings. This feature of bis character 
was manife-ted in the anguish which he felt in parting with Ishmael. 
But his deepe,t and tenderest fe?lings twined about his Isaac. The son 
of his old age, given him by promise, an amiable youth in whom his 
deirest hopes centred, the command to offer him as a burnt offering 
must have been like a dagger plunged into his very vitals. And it seems 
as if God were determined that he should feel the bitterness of the trial 
to the full. "Take now thy son," said He," thine only son Isaac, whom 
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there 
for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of." 
Nothing seems spared here, but the knife is driven in deep, and the 
agony long drawn out. Not one sharp stroke, and all over, but a three 
days' journey, with this dread purpose in his mind, and the sweet talk of 
the lad by his side on whom death was to be inflicted-O awful thought I 
by his own hand. Men may, and do sometimes, rise to a great height in 
a moment of supreme enthusiasm, but this was to be a deliberate act of 
obedience on Abraham's part. 

But the patriarch would also have Sarah and her feelings to contend 
against. What would she feel, think, or say concerning this tragedy ? 
Sarah was a model wife, and as such is presented as a pattern to 
Christian wives in all ages, as "obeying Abraham, calling him Lord" 
(1 Peter iii. 6). But we know that she could assert herself on proper 
occasions. What will she feel and say when she knows that his father's 
bands have been embrued in the heart's blood of her darling Isaac? If 
Zipporah could say to Moses, " Surely a bloody hneband art thou to me," 
what might Sarah say to Abraham for such a deed as this? We know, 
too, that Abraham was tenderly delicate respecting Sarah's feelings, ond 
would feel inflicting paip. upon her more keenly than his own personal 
suffering. , 

There was also the effect of this act upon the heathen with whom he 
was surrounded. Human sacrifices to idols were not uncommon among 
the Canaanitish nations, though captives taken in war were usually the 
victims, bat probably, as later in the horrid worship of Moloch, parents 
did occasionally sacrifice their own children. Most likely Abraham had 
protested against this unnatural and inhuman practice, and had spoken 
of the true God, as a Being of infinite goodness, to whom such sacrifices 
must ever be repugnant. What would they think and say when they 
found him guilty of the same abomination? Would they not say, "Art 
thou too become as one of us ? " "Thou who hast preached to us con
cerning the sacredness of human life, hast thou slain thine only son?" 
Would not bis character suffer irretrievable damage, and bis influen~e 
for good he utterly destroyed, while the heathen would be confirmed Ill 
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the cruel and diabolical rites with which they worshipped their 
demon gods? 

Beyond these considerations there was the trial in relation to the 
character of God. Could this apparently cruel command ernana.te from 
that God whom he had known, loved, and served for forty years as the 
holy, just, and merciful One? Had he been mistaken in bis views of 
His character ? Was it possible that God, in whom he bad trusted, 
who, after for so many years of patient waiting, had bestowed this 
crowning blessing upon him, would now ruthlessly tear away fro:n him 
the very mercy He had bestowed ; nay, more, with, as it were, a refine
ment of cruelty, call upon him to slay and bury the hope which He 
Himself had raised in his heart ? How could this command be recon
ciled with the character of God as he had conceived of it ? must be not 
form another, yea, an opposite view thereof ? How severe must this 
exercise have been I With such material to work upon, how would the 
arch adversa!"y of souls press in on his mind with the most specious 
arguments I Those who know how hard thoughts arise in the mind in 
seasons of trial can appreciate this part of Abraham's trial. Job, with 
all his p~tience, once cried out," Thou art become cruel unto me." No 
such expression fell from Abraham's lips. 

But the severest element of all lies here, that Abraham was seemingly 
called o·n to destroy his own hope of salvation. The salvation of the 
whole elect family of grace was wrapped up in the promised seed. " In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called," contained the promise of the Redeemer. 
Slay Isaac, and the promise will be destroyed ; so reason would suggest. 
In cutting Isaac's throat apparently Abraham would cut the throat of 
his own salvation, and that of the whole elect family at one stroke. 
When God's providence appears to contradict His promise the trial of 
faith is severe; but to have His command to do that which would seem 
to make void His promise is still more severe. Truly t be furnace in this 
case was " heated one seven times more than it was wont to be heated." 
Here is Abraham commanded to as it were destroy all hope of the 
promise being fulfilled. Here was a test indeed. 

God, however, never miscalculates. " He will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able." He had fitted the back for the 
burden He laid upon it. The history shows us that Abraham 

TRIUMPHED GLORIOUSLY. 

He obeyed without hesitation. If ever, by a mere man, God's will was 
done on earth as it is in heaven, surely it was thus done on this occasion. 
The patriarch" consulted not with flesh and blood." He made no moan; 
asked not to have the command annulled, or even modified, but "rose 
up early in the morning," made every preparation necessary for the 
journey, and its purpose, and at once set out for Moriah. Who can 
adequately conceive, much less depict, the feelings of this aged man 
during the three days' journey, with his beloved Isaac by his side, 
ignorant of bis fathe1·'s purpose, cheerfully prattling by the way ? We 
do not think an angel's powers unaided would have ?een e,iual ~o th_e 
task. Satan dogged his steps, full of envy and malice, plymg his evil 
suggestions, hoping to see bis faith fail, and bis obedience falter at_ ~he 
last. Angels gazed with holy wonder and admiration to see ho1! D1~me 
grace could strengtllen a weak mortal, and make him th~s v1ctonous 
over all human weaknesses, and gave glory to God. As for c'1.bral.rnlll, 
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"his heart was fixed, trusting in the Lord." Enough for him that God 
had given him the command. "Being not weik in faith," he gave 
glory to God, knowing that He who had raised Isaac from an aged 
couple, as good as dead, could raise him up from the dead. Confident 
in tb.e wisdom, power, an:l fa.ithfulne8s of God, he did not reason, but 
believed and obeyed, leaving it entirely with God to fulfil Hi8 own 
promise, and take care of His own character. The sacrifice was virtually 
made, though God interposed at the last moment to save Isaac, and 
relieve His faithful servant. Glorious, indeed, was Abraham's triumph. 

Many valuable lessons might be drawn from this subject, but we 
must forbear, and be satisfied with rtiminding our readers that Abraham's 
faith is adduced by the apostle, not only for our admiration, but also for 
our imitation. It is by a God-given, and God-sustained faith that His 
people obtain their victories. "All thing.i are possible to him that 
believeth." Let us not forget that faith's province is to look to the 
Promiser and His promises alone, and to be blind to everything else • to 
listen to what God says, and to be deaf to all the suggestions of ca;nal 
reason and unbelieving fears; and thus give glory to God. With the 
apostles we cry, Lord, "increase our faith." 

CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 
(Continued from page 244). 

"I will declare whe.t He he.th done for my soul."-Pse.. lxvi. 16. 

WE pursue the important subject of the radical and vital chan,r;e 
through which all have passr,d who are divinely entitled to be 

styled Christians-the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty. 
We have seen that this, though essential in all cases, varies in its features 
in different persons, according to the sovereign pleasure of the all-wiee 
Being who "orders the steps" and "keeps the feet of His saints." He 
pursues no undeviating method in those with whom He savingly deals, 
and eventually leads by His grace to approach and apprehend the living 
Saviour in the exercise of the Faith which He has been pleased to 
bestow. 

Some, as we have seen, become real Christians in early life. To 
others, the grace which saves is imparted later, but in a manner so 
gradual as to render it difficult for them to recall its reception and opera
tions, and almost impossible for them to name dates and circumstances 
in connection with their transition from a condition of unconcern for 
spiritual things to one of conscious security through the Atonement of 
Jesus Christ. In fact, it is impossible to advert to all the varieties of 
Christian experience with respect to this Divine work, and we may 
well sing:-

" How wise e.nd ve.ried are the ways 
The Saviour doth pursue, 

When dealing with the chosen race 
And forming them anew I " 

i,iUIJDE'j CONVERSIONS. 

The enquiry is often made, whether the Bible warrants our estimating 
these with approval, as having the stamp of Divine workmanship. An 
affirmative reply would unhesitatingly be given by many who are zealous 
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in seeking the salvation of sinners, whose prayers, hymns, and addresses 
lead to the suppoAition that they view the gracious transition of an irre
ligious and wicked person from a life of sin to one of outward devotion 
to the Saviour as a process ordinarily necessitating bat a few moments 
or an boar or two at most. Others seem to regard it as invariably a 
process of time, and ore suspicious of any such a work of blessing, 
though it has led to a life of holy and earnest discipleship, nnles~ it was 
prnlonged and painful, and attended with many fluctuations of experience, 
and alternations of hope and despondency. Let, however, the distinction 
between 

REGENERATION AND CONVERSION, 

too often regarded as identical, be perce:ved, and the Scriptural testi
mony on the que~tion is not hard to ascertain. 

R1sGENERATION is wholly the work of God. It is the infusion of 
Divine life into a soul that was dead in trespas~es and fins. In it 8inners 
are passive. The grace of life comes to them undesired and unsought. 
No wish, appeal, or effort on their part precedes or procure3 it. Hence 
the New Testament, while it enforces the necessity of the new birth, 
neither imposes this as a creature-duty, commands men to endeavour to 
obtain it, nor blames any for not having been the subject of this merciful 
and mysterious change. It is effected by the Holy Ghost, alone and 
unaided, exercising His gracious power in pure sovereignty and in pur
suance of a Divine purpose formed and matured before the world was. 
It is the commencement of experimental religion in a human soul. 
Unregenerate men are spiritually non-existent. 

CONVERSION is the outworking of the life imparted at Regeneration, 
to which it stands related as an effect to a cause. This life influences the 
varied powers of the mind, the memory, the judgment, the will, the 
imagination and the passions or affections : and these in turn affect, as 
springs of purpose and action, the secret and open conduct of regenerated 
persons, in relation both to the Saviour and their fellow-men. 

As a consequence, therefore, of the internal secret and Divine work, 
they regard all things from a new standpoint, form new estimates of all 
that concerns them, regard sin as hateful because hateful to God, and 
hunger and thirst after righteousness because He loves it. Hence those 
who " were the servants of sin, become obedient from the heart to that 
form of teaching whereunto they were delivered" (Rom. vi. 17). Once 
"far off, they are now made nigh by the blood of Christ," and "have 
their acceis by one Spirit unto the Father." Once "like sheep," they 
habitually " went astray;" but "are now returned" unto Chri,t as 
"unto the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls." Once " they were a 
curst among t,he heathen ; now, having been saved, they have become 
a blessing" (Zech. viii. 13). . 

Regeneration, from its very nature must be instantaneous. It 1s a 
transition from death unto life, between which there can be ';JO inter
mediate condition. It is a creation (2 Cor. v. 17), and a bemg must 
have an existence or not. It is a resurrection, and a human form is 
either a corpse, and absolutely devoid of vitality, or a body animated by 
the principle of life. The ideas conv~yed by_ these_ terms ex~lude the 
conception of a gradual procrns of_ ~luch a_ smner _ is the subJect, and 
necessitate the conclusion that spmtual existence 1s commenced by a 
Divine act which is absolutely instantaneous. 

s 
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All the vadations in the early experiences of those who have become 
Christians are therefore solely connected with the change which follows 
the reception of Divine life into the soul ; in other words, the conversion 
~f rr ~inner to God. That this may be gradual we have concedtd. 
That it may be also sudden, and with no previous intimation that such a 
transformation of character is impending, is, however, indisputable. The 
conversions recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, the three thousand on 
the day of Pentecost, and others were mostly of this character. Of this 
description of converts was Paul himself, whi!e the other Apostles seem 
to furnish examples of a change conducted in a more gradual manner 
and accompanied by circumstances of a less obvious and memorabl~ 
nature. 

It is wise for all who are anxious about the 11alvation of their own 
souls, or solicitous to be spiritually useful to others, to refer these 
matters to the sovereignty of God in the different operations of the Holy 
Spirit upon the minds and hearts of the objects of His favour. "To 
limit the Holy One of Israel" by prescribing or dictating to Him how 
His acts of mercy shall be performed is presumptuous folly; and who 
shall dare decry the reality of a work of grace because it led to a sinner's 
being brought to bis knees suddenly in penitence and faith ? 

Rather, let us be pleased to hail the operations of the Spirit in 
others, although their experience may differ widely from our own. 
Some of the Lord's elect, we have reason to believe, have in modern 
times been roused, as by a sudden shock, from their spiritual insensi
bility, and hurried from their former habits with a rapidity and a 
violence that have left a profound and ineffaceable impression on their 
memory, and marked the day and even the hour when the change took 
place in their characters.* Tnis stands op in their survey of past events 
like some great landmark ; and, pointing to such and such a date, they 
can say with decision, "Then the colour of my existence changed ; then 
I first drew the breath of spiritual life ; and then I received that help of 
God by which I continue even to this day." 

THE CO-OPERATION OF PROVIDENCE .A.ND GR.A.OE. 

" God moves in e. mysterious way 
His wonders to perform," 

has been song with a full heart and with quivering lips, by most of 
Zion's pilgrims ; few of whom have not something of a special and 
interesting nature to recall in connection with the commencement of 
their peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. Allowing for the diversity of 
the means by which they were brought to think and feel concerning the 
great subjects presented in the Gospel, these meat!s appear to them to 
have had something remarkable connected with them. Providence is 
the Handmaid of Grace-both being the operations of the same God, 
an'.l (in the case of His own people) branches of the same great purpose, 
formed and carried out for their benefit. Divine wisdom and Divine 
power, as well as Divine mercy, were concerned in the events which 
influenced the course of every sinner who bas been converted from the 

.. The rea.der will doubtless recall the conversion of Colonel Ja.mes Gardine1· 
e.s related in his well-known Memoir by Dr. Doddridge; e.nd that of Mr. Thorpe, 
the elder, Independent minister of Bristol, who we.a me.de conscious of sin when 
mimicking Whitfield in e. state of semi-intoxioe.tion. John He.zelton's oonver
sion was also of a sudden cha.re.cter.-EDITOR. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 271 

way of his own heart ; and a review of the cour~e by which the Lord hath 
led us must lead to our perceiving that an unseen hand was at work to 
effect our wt!fare ; and that many wonders and miracles, veiled under 
second causes, claim our heartfelt praise. 

One, for instance, may r~member that the first rnrious thought he 
entertained was the result of a combination of circumstances which at 
the time seemed little else th'ln a chain of accidents. Left in a room, 
alone, he, perhaps, took up a religious book which he at first laid down, 
and at which he gave a second look, solely because there was no other 
at hand ; and because by so doing he hoped to while away a little of the 
time which threatened to hang heavily on his hands. 

Another was casually thrown into the society of persons whom he 
would, if he could, have avoided, but to whose Christian conversation he 
was obfot:ed, by a happy nece3sity, to listen. Losing his way, or driven 
by stress of weather, a third was, perhaps, compelled to attend a place 
of worship in which he heard truth, which at the time offended his 
prejudices, but which recurred to him afterwards, and possibly, much 
against his will, daily made a deeper and more lasting impression on his 
mind. Opening a Bibh•, with scarcely a consciousness of what he was 
doing, a fourth lighted upon a pa>sage which struck him for the 
moment, and induced him to read on, till the truth was carried by the 
power of the Holy Ghost to his heart, and touched his conscience to the 
quick. By means such as these, individuals have frequently been led to 
think, and finally made willing" in the day of Divine power." 

To others, iudeed, such occurrences may appeu to have been of the 
most ordinary and common-plac~ character, but not so to those· whose 
whole future was thus affected. At the time, such may have regarded 
them as wholly casual and unimportant ; but connecting them with 
after events it is impossible now not to review them with peculiar 
interest, and to observe wrapped up in them, the first indications of a 
purpose of mercy on the part of God, with respect to one whom He had 
eternally loved. 

Certain cases of this nature, we conceive, must excite in every 
Christian mind feelings of a very mixed and peculiar description. 
These will arise from the events involved in them, presenting a totally 
different aspect to him now they are passed, from that in which they 
appeared to him at the time they happened. In looking back, for 
instance, he may fix his eye on some severe domestic or personal 
calamity, which, at the time, he regarded merely as an overwhelming 
misfortune. '/'hen, not improbably, he chafed and murmured at its 
severity, or simply bewailed the greatness of his loss. Now, that his 
condition is happily altered, and he can contemplate events as causes 
followed by effec·s, he perceives the decided tendency of the calamity in 
question to produce the change from which he date3 his happiest hours 
and his brighteJt prospects. How full must his feelings be of self
reproach when he reflects on the blindness he displayed to his ~reatesL 
mercy ; or the indignant spirit with which he met the dispensat10n ; or 
the premature and harsh conclusions he drew from it. How must 
gratitude dilate his spirit when he meditates ?n the l?vingk_indness 
of God in bearing with his waywardness, m denymg him the 
desires of his heart, and in bringing him" by a way th~t he knew not," and 
leading him by paths so opposite from those which he would have 
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chosen for himself. It is impossible but that many such inst1mces in 
which a contr!IBt is presented between the folly and wickedness of the 
creature and the wisdom and grace of God our Saviour, must crowd 
upon the recollection of the Christian ; and with what sentiments of 
self-abasement and adoring thanksgiving must the retrospect be 
accompanied ! C. W. 

(To be continued, if the Lord will.) 

THE TWO DIVINE WORKERS AND THEIR WORK 
CONSIDERED. 

BY H. NEWTON, WISBECH. 

"Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through Thy work. "-Pee.Im xcii. 4. " It 
is God that worketh in you. "-Phil. ii. 13. 

THE salvation of the people of God, which originated in the electincr 
lorn and predestinating grace of the Father, has two Divine and 

all-important operations, as its actual and experimental baais-tl:.P- work 
of Christ for them, and the work of the Holy Spirit within them. Our 
acceptance with God ; our standing in grace ; the justification of our 
persons, and the pardon of our sins, depend on the former : while our 
knowledge of these facts and the happy experience which flows from 
their apprehension by faith, are derived from the latter. 

The two are co-extensive. The work of Christ for His people is the 
ground of the Spirit's work, and the Spirit's work is the proof and 
evidence of oar interest in what the dear Redeemer " did and eaid, and 
suffered for us here below." 

" Within the lines of grace and blood, 
Among the chosen of our God ; 
Unseen, unheard, from day to da.y, 
The Spirit doth His pow'r display. 

To such a.s a.re ordained to live, 
Eternal life He loves to give; 
He every heaven-born grace imparts, 
And fills with joy our joyless hearts." 

This is taught in the ceremonial law of the cleansing of the leper. 
His right ear, thumb, and great toe were first to be touched with the 
blood of the trespass-offering; and afterwards, every place on which the 
blood rested, was to be touched with the oil, e. " log "• of which had 
previously been presented as an offering unto the Lord (Lev. xiv. 14, 
17). Thue \Ye are taught that" blood" and "oil," in other words, an 
interest both in Christ's sacrificial sufferings and the Spirit's sanctify
ing operations, e.re essential to a living participation in the salvation of 
God. 

P€culiar emphasis is given to this thought by the fact that these 
directions occur twice, with some variations, in the same chapter. "The 
blood of the trespass offering," observes J. C. Philpot, " had first 
to be put on the tip of the right ear, the thumb of the right hand ~nd 
the toe of the right foot -of him that was to be cleansed. This pomts 
to the efficacy of the atoning blood of the Lamb of God, in cleansing 

• Rather more than one-third of a. pint. 
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us from all sin-our sinful thoughui, our sinful actions, and our sinful 
walk, are all forgiven through the redemption that is in Christ .Jesus. 
This, however, was not all ; oil had afterwards to be applied to all the 
places which had before been touched with blood. The oil was thus 
'put' by the priest 'upon the place of the blood' (Lev. xiv. 28). This 
points to the sancUfying operations of God the Spirit, of whom oil was 
especially employed as a type and figure. Before the heart can be sancti
fied, it must be cleansed by the blood of the Lamb ; and before the 
peace-procuring power of the blood can be enjoyed, as an experimentr,I 
reality, the work and witness of the Spirit must be felt in the heart. 
Blood with oil, oil upon blood, make the manifested child of God." 

Other Scriptures might be adduced. We are, for instance, informed 
that "of God, (Christ) is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica
tion, and redemption" (1 Cor. i. 30), where what Christ is for us 
plainly appears-while in a following passage, the same people, after a 
long catalogue of sins that were then prevalent, are reminded of their 
own condition formerly and now. "Such were some of you, but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. vi. 11),"' which as 
plainly refers to an internal work by which they had been renewed and 
rectified. 

Look again at the" Penitent's prayer," as the fifty-first Psalm has so 
beiutifully been styled-in which, after first pleading for mercy, the 
suppliant goes on to speak of " wisdom in the inner parts"-" a right 
spirit within him "-and" a free spirit." Thus the connection between 
the blood which atoned for sin, and the grace which operates in the 
heart are clearly apparent. 

Here a caution is necPssary, as there is a danger of our being unduly 
solicitous when looking for evidences of the Spirit's work within us ; 
and of our unconsi.:iously failing to estimate the efficacy and preciousness 
of the Saviour's work for us. 

Christ's work for u~ is absolutely and eternally complete. The work 
of the Spirit within us is of a progressive character. It is not there
fore fully developed, and is often obscured by indwelling corrnption. 
Sincere souls are prone to look within, when in quest of peace with 
God-till all grows darker and more confused, and they are almost ready 
to resign their hope. This is a mistake. Precious, as is the Spirit's 
work in the hearts of favoured sinners, it is not on this, that our peace 
depends. The Holy Ghost did not make peace, but Christ did. He is 
not called" our Peace," but Christ is. God did not send" preacl!ing 
peace by" the Holy Ghost but "by Jesus Christ." The Spirit does not 
present Himself as the early object of faith, but directs and leads the 
sinner to the Saviour in the grace e.nd glory of His finished work. 

11 The blessed Spirit omits to speak 
Of whe.t Himself he.th done ; 

And bids th' enlightened sinner seek 
Se.lve.tion in the Son. 

* In the Editor's Manual of Faith e.nd Pre.otice, pe.ge 127, it is exple.inod 
the.t the fiaure Hyperbaton ia here employed-and the.t e.fter the genere.l ste.te
ment " B~t ye a.re we.shed," lhe pa.rticule.r statement of how this was effected 
is pre'sented. 1. "Ye a.re sanctified;" 2. "Ye a.re justified;" 3. "In the name 
of the Lord Jesus·" 4. "By the Spirit of our God." It should be understood 
thus-" Such wer~ some of you, but ye are we.shed."-" Ye e.re sanctified by the 
Spirit of our God: ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus." 
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Great e.ro the gre.oes He confers, 
But all in Jesus' name; 

He gle.dly dicte.tes, gladly hee.rs, 
SALVATION TO THE LAMD. 11 

Reader, our subject is vital to the enjoyment of peace with God. 
We know who has said" Him that cometh unto Me, [ will in no wise 
?3St out." May it be ours, in the life and energy which the Spirit 
impart'>, to respond :-

" My fe.ith looks baok to see, 
The burdens Thou didst bear ; 

When he.nging on the oursed tree, 
And hopes her guilt we.s there." 

BY THE SEA.SIDE. 
Deut, i. 7, 

BY JA.MES E. FLEGG. 

HOW p1easant ! That is where many of our pastors and people have 
be~n spending the p!!,St month; and where some yet linger. Rest is 

sweet, and relaxation necessary for body and mind. When by the seaside 
our minds are led, from the objects around us to their Maker. .How 
manifold Hi, mercies! How marvellous His grace I " All His works 
praise Him," and the outspread ocean recalls many passages in the grand 
old Book. " The sea is His, for He made it." We read that in the 
beginning God said, " Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear, and it was so ... 
and the gathering together of the waters called He seas." 

What say the waves as they dash and break upon the shore? How 
great is God. The psalmist, when gazing upon the broad expanse, 
exclaimed, " this great and wide sea." Nothing is so well calcnlated to 
present a picture of immensity as the boundless ocean. If this is great, 
how much greater is He who made it. " He hath measured the 
waters in the hollow of His hand." Great as it appears, in comparison 
with Him, how small! Not only is His essential greatness exemplified, 
but the greatness of His wisdom appears. "He measured." He has 
provided the exact quantity of waier necessary-no more, no less. We 
are told that if the surface of the waters had been larger we should have 
had more rain ; and had it been less extensive, we should have had less 
than is required to make the earth bring forth food for man and beast. 
" In wisdom hast Thou made all things ! " 

The extent of the sea is fixed by the Creator. " He gave to the 
sea His decree, that the waters should not pass His commandment. He 
hath placed the sand for the bound of the sea, by a perpetual decree, 
that it cannot pass it: and though the waves toss themselve~, yet can 
they not prevail ; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it." 
The combination of tiny particles of sand is more effective as a barrier 
against the inroads of thr. waves than any which could be set by man I 
These ofttimes are swept away, but the Divine breakwaters abide. The 
flattery of Canute's courtiers was rebuked when the waves reached his 
chair. They heed not tpe vo:ce of man, but the will of their Maker 
thl½'"fkWll1 00'.F-tte0 '1o;..b oftij.~J-hl'J')'.p~ije'll:.pnt.h -t,qr~m,.1\.,~~e,1JvMers JBL 
lill'~JJE£~Jt«'PJW i;;f!r~~j-~~t~~~~~}l'Jle~.r~~~~JJll&-;~ 
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Sea also, and it was dried up. He divided the sea, and caused them to 
pass through, and He made the waters to stand as an heap." Nor can 
we forget how exciting was the occurrence when the ship was caught in 
the storm on the sea of Galilee. The wind howled; the waves roared. 
The disciples were afraid, and the Master slept. But in answer to His 
disciples' cry He silenced the storm. Wiod and waves obeyed His voice. 

Again, as we view this vast volume of water the wo-rds come to mind, 
" The earth is full of Thy riches, so is this great and wide sea." " The 
sea," it has been observed, "forms a world of it.self, immense and 
mighty, inexhaustible in its wealth, and affording shelter, home and 
nourishment for countleas and manifold forms of life." Here, then, is 
material abundance-life majestic and minute-provision for all the 
denizeD.11 of the deep, reminding us of the apostle's words, '' Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ." 0, what 
a fulness is there in the Saviour I What riches of mercy, grace, and 
glory are oura through Him. Divers diligently seek for some of the 
bidden treasures of the ocean. May we by diligent, prayerful applica
tion, under the Spirit's guidance, come into the enjoyment of the riches 
hidden in the Word of Truth I 

The sea's perpetual unrest, again, reminds us of the vicissitudes of 
life. It is subject to changes. The shimmering waves, glistening in the 
sunlight, which lap the shore so gently that children play safely on the 
shore, may soon be surging and rolling, and lashing themselves into 
fury. The pleasure-boaL will be no longer safe upon its surface. :Many 
eyes will be strained across its expanse, and many prayers arise for those 
in peril on the waters. How full, too, of changes is life ! How 
suddenly they often occur I He who controls the waters, however, 
governs our lives, and so-

" The fictious powers of ohanoe 
And fortune I defy; 

My life's minutest circumstance 
Is subject to His eye." 

Out yonder, the lighthouse still stands sure, for it is founded on the 
rock, and he who dwells within it is safe amidst the wildest storm. 
"The name of the Lord is a strong tower ; " He is our hiding-place 
from the tempest. 

Yet further, the ocean, how measureless its depth! And it is 
written," He hath cast our sins into the depths of the sea." They have 
been carried away into the ocean of forgetfulness by the rich stream of 
the Saviour's precious blood. " I will remember them no more, saith 
the Lord." " He bath put away our sins by the sacrifice of Himself," 
an~ none can bring them from these depths, for if sought for, they shall 
not be found. 

Once more, who can fathom the depths of His love ? "God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life," and," He loved 
me and gave HIMSELF for me." 

" Oh for such love, let rooks and hills 
Their 111,sting silence break ! ' 

'1'is sweet to walk and talk with Jesus, whether by the seaside or when 
at home. 
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TIME AND ETERNITY-AN ILLUSTRATION. 
BY .J. ANTHONY GEE. 

"TIME" and "Et.ernity," although co~relat.ed, are yet as distinct as 
the kernel of a nut is from the shell-as the one encloses the 

other, so "Time" is encompassed by Eternity. 
T~me has been defined as " limited" an:l eternity as " unlimited '' 

dnrat1?n. . John Hazelton,_that rever~d servant of Go:!, like!led Eternity 
to an mfimt.e ocean, and Time to an island surrounded by 1t. On tbis 
the ancient determinations of God are being actualised, but eventually 
it would be submerged, and thus Time" be no more." 

A Circle has also been widely regarded as a beautiful emblem of 
Eternity. It is an unending line, every part of which is equally distant 
from a point within it kaown as its centre. The suggestiveness of this 
figure must s~rike every reader. 

These illustrations help our finite minds (though in a very limited 
way), to touch the fringe of the mystery of Infinity, especially in 
relation to the exist.ence of the unmeasurably great and glorious '' God 
of our salvation." 

The Psalmist seems to have had an accurate apprehension of Et.ernity, 
when penning the majestic words, " From everlasting" (from the infinite 
past) "to everlasting" (to the infinite future), "Thou art God "-the 
God of sover~ign and undiminshed power."' 

Yet again, '' The mercy of the Jehovah is from everlasting (from 
e~ernity) "to everlasting" (to eternity). Mercy's open manifestation, 
commenced with sin and its att.endant miserJ, and will continue while 
sin and misery exist in this lower world. 

Whilst meditating on the above words, the Circle, which so 
beautifully symbolise3 eternity, came vividly to the writer's mind, and 
he made a mental picture of one with a small section cut out of it, and 
in the space left between the approaching ends, be imagined our world 
floating with all the other heavenly bodies, and thus representing 
" Time " to his mind. 

So the Psalmist taking his station upon this eirth looked in one 
direction into the in.finite past, and in the opposite direction into the 
infinite future, and exclainled in the words of the text, " From ever
lasting to everlasting, Thou art God,"-or, '' art Thou, 0 God ! " 
Isaiah tells us that "God inhabiteth et-ernity," but our finite minds foil 
to apprehend the full meaning of such a statement, though we reve.rently 
bow and acknowledge the Divine fact. "God is Love," but had God 
inhabited eternity only, that love would no~ have been made manifeJt ; 
so He called "Time" into being, and in the beginning of " Time " Go1 
create:i the heaven and the earth, aud by Isaiah's pen He says, " I have 
made the earth and created man upon it : I, even My hands, have 
stretched out the heavens, and all their hos~ have I commanded." 
'' Tinle," therefore, may be taken as the platform on which Jehovah 

* See Dr. A. F. Kirkp&trick's brief note on the above in "The C&mbridge 
Bible for Schools"-" The Book of Ps&lms" (Psa. xc. 2). 

"From everlasting to everlasting, etc. From eternity to eternity; from tho 
infinite past (&s men speak) into the infinite future, '1.'hou art EL-the God of 
sovereign power. Comp&re Is&. xliv. 6; xlviii. 12. The Hebrew might also bo 
rendered, Even from everlasting to everlasting art Thou, 0 God. Compare 
Ps&, xciii. :.:i. Both expositions ha.rmonise with the &bove thoughts.-EDI'.I0R, 
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works to display His greatness and His grace in 11, way that (speaking 
after the manner of men) they could not otherwise have been disclosed
and to make known the ineffably glorious fact that "God is lo'le." 

Thus some sublime truth might be conveyed to the mind by 
presenting to the eye a flat circular band from which a small section had 
been removed. The band itself we would call Eteraity; the small 
intervening space we would take to represent Time-and thus we might 
better arrive at a clearer conception of the inscrutable mysteries to 
which reference has been made-especially if a pictorial representation 
of the sun, moon, and stars occupied the place from which the small 
plrtion of the band had been taken away. 

As "the sands of time run out," the opening in eternity is elosing 
up, and will continue to do so, until " the day of the Lord comes as a 
thief in the night; " " in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also 
and the works that are therein shall be burned up," and " the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat." When this takes place " time shall be no more," and a never
ending eternity ensue. 

"Eternity, stupendous theme; 
• Compared herewith, our life's e. dream; 

Eternity, 0, awful sound I 
A deep where all our thoughts are drowned. 

Eternity, the dread abode 
And habitation of our God I 
His glory fills the vast expanse, 
Beyond the reach of mortal sense. 

But an eternity there is 
Of endless woe, or joyful bliss; 
And, swift as time fulfils its round, 
We to eternit,y a.re bound. 

And is eternity so neu 7 
And must we a.II, and soon, be there ? 
Prepare our souls, 0 blessed God I 
To meet our long, our last abode. 

Ye gracious souls with joy look up, 
In Christ rejoice, your glorious hope ; 
This, everlasting bliss secures, 
God and eternity a.re yours." 

rThe writer regrets that our re3ource3 do not admit of e. picture illustrating 
the above -a regret in which we join. When very young, Sir Edward Denny, 
Bart., was not only our dear fath~r•s neighbour, but most kind to the you.ng 
preacher in whom he Wt\S interdsted. He devi'sed many pictorial elucidations 
of Scripture truths, whioh,-though we demurred to some of hii expositions
were very ingenious and suggestive.-EDIT0R. J 

EVERY soul of man, apart from the sweet and s:1lutary influences of 
Divine grace, is its own god, its own devil, its own world, and its own 
destruct:on.-Riifus. 

CLOSELY and faithfully examine the feelings with which thou 
regardest the people of .God1 eapecially those of them who are advanced 
by grace or gifts above thyself. Discount the envy, and they will shine 
as angels in thy sight.-Rujus. 
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REMINISCENCES O[i' C.H.S. 
JAMES "'ELLS AND C.ll.R. 

SOON after the erection of the Surrey Tabernacle, James Wells, one 
week-day morning, happened to be standing on the steps at the 

entrance, a1;1 C. H. Spurgeon drove by in his landau. A kindly and 
fraternal wave of the hand led to the latter's stopping the carriage and 
descending to accost his ministerial neighbour. A minute's conversaLion 
led to the courteous and kind request, that the Minister of the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle would inspect the new Sanctuary-of which 
our brother Wells was not a little proud. 'l'he invitation was accepted, 
and Spurgeon ex:pressed himself as highly pleased with all that he saw. 

As the interview was drawing to a close, he enquired if Mr. Wells 
had ever seen the Tabernacle, adding," Do come over some day, and I'll 
leave word with my Chapel-keeper to show you over every part ! " 

"No, Sir," was the reply, '' KINGS WAIT ON KINGS. I have taken 
you round my little place myself, and if I ever set foot in your chapel, 
you yourself shall receive me--and no one else." 

As a matter of fact he never did so.* 

C.H.S. AND TROGLODYTES. 

C. H. SPlJRGEON was fully aware of the importance of an extensive 
vocabulary, and was always on the alert to extend the number of words 
at his own command. 

As is well known, the afternoons of his Satardays were devoted to 
the reception of visitors ; and he was then glad to entertain any of his 
more immediate friends, without the formality of a previous appoint
ment. 

On one of these occasions, he and a few brethren in whose society he 
was pecnliarly at ease, were chatting together in the now historical 
summer-house in the grounds of" Westwood." 

One of the party happening to speak of " troglodytes," C. H. S. 
stopped him and enquired into the exact meaning and pronunciation of 
this word, on which he averred "he was a little hazy." 

"Go to the Stady," he at length said to one of his visitors, "and 
bring as a Dictionary, and let's all get clear on the point." The book 
was accordingly fetched and the term turned up :-TROGLODYTE, a 
cave-dweller. !.-Applied (1) to men in a primitive condition whose 
residences were. not houses, but natural holes or caves in moantainoas 
regi_o~s. (2) To birds of the wren family which live in natural holes or 
cav1t1es. (3) To a race of apes, found in different tropical countries, 
which live in caves. II.-Figuratively, one who lives in seclusion and 
declines to take a share in the affairs of his fellow-men. (Derivation, 
Greek, tro_qle, a cave, dyo, I ·enter). 

"Thank you," said their host, "I've got the idea now firmly in my 
mind-and I'll make the word do duty as soon as I can." "This is my 
,ray," he added, smiling at the circle of surrounding faces-" I al ways 
use a new word when able, in order to get familiar with it." 

• This anecdote was current among the students of the Pastor's College at 
about the year 1870. It was told the writer by a ministerial friend who left the 
Institution for his first pastorate in 1871. The comment of e, Scotch friend on 
the incident is memorable-" Eh, but he we,s e, man, the,t Je,mie Wells." 
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Soon after another visitor arrived, and the conversation turned on 
the "Down-grade" controversy, which at that period (the summer of 
1888) was causing Mr. Spurgeon much sorrow and searching of heart, 
and he e1pressed keen regret that some, of whom he had hoped better 
things had not come to the help of the Lord at this critical time. 

The friend who had recently arrived, sought to cheer him by referring 
to the "seven thousand men " in the time of Elijah '' who had not 
bowed the knee to the image of Baal " of whom the prophet knew 
nothing (1 Kings xix. 18; Rom. xi. 2-4). 

"Yes," he replied," that's all very well, but I am not myself much 
in love with such troglodyte saints. I prefer those that play the man 
and come to the front in the cloudy and dark day." 

O.H.S. NEVER AT .A. LOSS. 

No feature in the many-sided character of C. H. S. was more wonder
ful than his unfailing presence of mind. 

At the Annual Meeting of his College in 1863 he, for the first time, 
took others into his confidence as to his desire that some of his stuclents 
should devote themselves to the Lord's work in the Mission Field. This 
be was urging very strongly, when a young man named C--n, whose 
mind was affected through his assiduity in studying for the artistic pro
feseion, suddenly rose from his seat, and called out, at the top of his 
voice, "I'll go, Mr. Spurgeon, I'll go at once ''-and rnore to this effect. 
The people, most of whom could n9t tell what to make of it, were 
alarmed; some stood up, and a commotion seemed imminent, which, 
however, Spurgeon at once quelled by saying, in the calmest way, "All 
right, Mr. C--n, if you'll just go to that door '' (pointing as he spoke 
to the back entrance on the south of the platform), "the elder who is 
standing there will tell you what to do." He immediately rushed to 
the place, was kindly taken charge of, and was soon outside the building 
in the care of his friends. 

"ORY OUT AND SHOUT." 
A STORY OF .A., CHILD. 

MANY years since, when our laLe Brother Leach was minister of 
Abington Street Chupel, Northampton, a young married couple were 

regular members of the congregation. Their little boy was the special 
pride of his father, who was wont at times to encourage him to shout 
"Hurrah" when he threw up his arms. • 

The se1 mon, one Sabbath day, was on the Redeemer's return to 
heaven, and the preacher, warming with his subject, threw up his ha,nds 
just as the young father wns accustomed to do-as he exclaimed at the 
top of his voice-" The Lord is gone up with a shout ! " 

The surprise of all assembled may be imagined, when a child was 
heard to cry in response, " Hurrah ! Harrah ! " 

"Daddy" Leach was equal to the o?casion. Inste~d of scold~ug 
the little enthusiast he addressed a few kmd words to hun, expressrng
the hope that he would live to honour the Saviour and greet Him with 
heart and voice. 
n,~,,xY\LW<>1:}der if that child survives. 
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"PROTEST" OR "RESISTANCE." 
A WonD ON THE PRESENT QUESTION, 

THIS n111.g;1.zine is maintained for the enforcement illustration and defence of 
the "everlasting Gospel " in its varied relation9 'to our pres;nt life and the 
solemn fu~u:e,~hich a:,vai_ts u~ all. It thus endeavours to promote the "unity 
of t_he ~pmt . by brmgmg mto touch and association those that love the 
Sav10ur m the mterests of" the faith once delivered unto the saints." 

Our aim being thus distinctly religious, party politics are excluded from 
our p~g_es; nor are social questions introduced, upon which there is difference 
of opm10n among such as are spiritually minded. 

. In ~armony wita our well-known object, we have therefore refrained from 
d1scu~smg the matter which is stirring the great heart of English Noncon. 
fomuty to its present violent pulsations. 

On the Education Act of 1902 we indeed wrote with all the emphasis at 
o~r command, and stigmatised its iniquitous character in the strongest terms. 
Smee our words were printed, events have ta.ken their anticipated course. 
Some worthy brethren have acted in one way, some in another; and which 
party has remonstrated more efficiently, Time only, perhaps, can show. 

We again claim respect for those who have deemed it right to pay the 
r~tes_ demanded of them-including the objectionable portion-with quiet but 
d1gmfied words of protest. Not only have these a right to their convictions, 
but we should credit them with the conscientious belief that they are thus 
acting in the best interests of religion and to the glory of God. To sneer at 
such, as if they wcire recreants to their own avowed principles, or traitors to 
their trust as conservators of our dearly-bought freedom, is a tendency which 
a.II who dissent from them should resist. To some this is the harder, because 
the less popular, mode of procedure. 

We have indeed wished that more who see with them had published and 
circulated their reasons for so acting. Two prominent Baptist ministers, at 
least, commend this course, and might have done good by taking others more 
fully into 1heir confidence. They may, however, feel that while "speech is 
silvern, silence is golden." Certainly, their reception was not encouraging 
when they voiced their personal determinations in the presence of large 
numbers of assembled brethren. 

The attitude and action of those who have adopted the principle of 
"passive resistance" has elicited the sympathy of many, and this resolute 
opposition to the unrighteousness cf the ascendant party-though far from 
general-may tell for good should these awake to a sense of their tremendous 
responsibility. 

We can, however, but feel that this "resistance" would be more signi~
cant and forceful if it were more "passive" and less vociferous and defiant rn 
its character. Our Divine Master closed His great earthly career by an &.et of 
passive resistance, but in His "good confessio?" there was nothing to cou~t 
ob.,ervation. "As a sheep before her shearers 1s dumb, so He opened not His 
mouth." He spoke only when spoken to, and in the briefest manner. He did 
not" cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be heard in the atreet," '' but 
committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously,"" leaving us an example 
that ye should follow in His steps." How calm and passionless the demeanour 
of the three young Hebrews when in the presence of Nebuchadnezzar! . How 
dignified the persistent devotion of Daniel ! How wonderful the repross10n ~f 
Peter and John when before the sacerdotal dignitaries I The two apologetic 
speeches of Paul were not volunteered, but delivered at the desire of tho 
authorities, and are models of gentle and persuasive oratory. 

Surely it were wise for our brethren to follow such precedents, to Bl(eak 
only ia direct reply to official questions, and to avoid irrelevant explanat10ns 
which, under the circumstances, can do no good. 

Much that has occurred cannot possibly subserve the cause which the 
resisters have at heart; while the action of noisy and ill-behaved outsiders 
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must, in many cases, tend to the discredit of religion. That the conduct of 
some magistrates has been that of Christian gentlemen, all must admiringly 
concede ; but in far too many instances the arrogance, intolerance, and even 
animosity of the opponents of Dissent have been apparent, and demonstrate 
how wide the cha.em between the supporters of religious liberty and 
equality and the prelatical party who have thus so ingenuously shown their 
hands. 

The relation o~ Lhe various Protestant denominations to this great move
ment is difficult to ascertain. Congregationalists and Ordinary Baptists appear 
-professedly at least-to favour the policy of resistance. The W esleya ns 
are divided, as the Free Church of England also seems to be. The Quakers 
are not to the front, as in the old anti-Church-rnte days. The various sections 
of " the Brethren" ha.ve-that we know-given no deliverance. The names 
of some of our own dear friends• appear a.mong those who declined to meet 
a claim which they deemed unjust ; while others have quietly paid "under 
protest." 

May God bless all who are true to their conscience a.nd faithful to their 
God. Meanwhile, though the clouds grow denser a.nd the storm still descends, 
we know that 

11 Truth crushed to earth shall rise again, 
Th' eternal years of God are hers; 

While Error, wounded, writhes in pain 
And dies amid her worshippers." 

"SONGS IN THE NIGHT." 
11 Who giveth songs in the night."-Job mv. 10. 

DENSBl night-clouds ge.ther I-but thro' some rift, 
Heav·n•s glory streams on the eyes that lift, 
While songs of Paradise earthward drift I 
As to the shepherds, who loved to hold 
Earnest converse by midnight fold, 
Were opened, one night, the gates of gold I 

And for wanderings vague, and doubts that long 
Had haunted them, like a speotral throng; 
Came the tidings of Christ, in e. midnight song I 

So He oheers the lowly and contrite heart, 
Tenderly soothing its conscience-smart, 
With songs the.t a.re heav'n's own counterpart I 

No song, ale.s I in the night for Him, 
When He held the cup that was full to the brim, 
In the garden of anguish, lone and dim ! 

No song in the night of Calvary 1-
11 My God, My God I Thou forsakest Me I " 
Heart-ory I whose eohoes are songs for thee I 
His wounds have mystical healing powers ! 
For His orown of thorns, His ohildren have flowers, 
For His moaning, songs in the midnight hours. 

Tried ones !-•• walking by faith not sight," 
He sends you to learn for the realms of light, 
Song-gifts, borne on the wings of night I 

A. G. Ronnms. 

• Among these a.re our brethren Rose, of Thwaite, Suffolk (e. warm and aotive 
friend of the Baptist Churoh at Stoke Ash), and C. West, so long the honoured 
minister of the Baptist Chapel, Erith, Kent. 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT BOOKS. 

Trinniphs of the Gospel: or, History of 
the Sufferings, Struggles, and Victo
ries of the Evangelical Cl.iurch of 
France. By Henri Fliedner, a De
scendant of the Hu.~uenots. Trans
lated hy O'Dwyer Greene. B~nks and 
Son. Price, Sixpence. 

O~E hundred and two pages of inter
esting reading, in good type, "quite 
full, not crowded, but wearing an air of 
neatness and e1\se invitingly sweet," 
and "illustrated with cuts." A credit 
to the printer, a marvel of cheapness, 
but O the pity, that the Translator did 
not give it a brief and popular Title I 

The period of French History, so 
terrible in the annal~ of Protestantism 
(1683-1715), which followed the Re
vocation of the Edict of Nantes, is h 0 re 
presented in a clear and most telling 
manner. The infatuation which the 
Church of Rome is exercising over so 
large a proportion of our fdlow
conntrymen is as mysterious as it is 
melancholy, and bodes ill for the futu ·e 
of England, u!lless it please God to 
awake her from her te ·rible lethargy. 
No reli~ious literature is, therefore, 
more timely and necessary than that 
which brings home to ordinary persons 
the true records of her hateful tyranny 
and cruelty in past years-and im
presses on the public mind what she 
will yet be, if opportunity be granted. 
Many have cause to be grateful that 
"Foxe's Book of Martyrs" fell into 
their hands in their youth; and if our 
little folks become interasted in this 
booklet, it will be for their good in 
after days. 
Faith : What it is, and What it leads to. 

By C. H. Spurgeon. Passmore and 
A.labaste•. Price, 6d. 

EYERY publication of this dear man of 
God is worthy of attentbn-and this 
certaiuly is most characteristic of hie 
eminenL grace and peculiar power. Its 
theology is Fulle1ite. On pages 19-21, 
the teaching is Calvinistic in the ex
treme ; while on page 35 we read that 
" Every creature u11der brnve11 ie C')m
manded to trust Christ; '' "and what 
you are commanded to do, you may do." 
Thie statement being utterly unscrip
iural, of cooree is corroborated by no 
portion of the inspired volume. Its 
legality is to us very painful. Tbe 
sinner is informed that, as a creature, 

lie is commanded to exercise the faith, 
which he ie distinctly told on page 20 
is the gift of God, and concerning which' 
he is assured on page 22, that " th~ 
reason of faith, or why men believe is 
God's electing love, working thro~gh 
the Spirit by a sense of need, and 80 
bring (bi·inging?) them to Christ Jesus." 

Very curiouely there is nothing in the 
book corresponding to t~e first half of 
it• title-" FAITH: WHAT IT IS I" and 
this most important question remains 
unanswered. What C. H. S. has not 
told us, Lewis Weyman, of Kimbolton 
however, did i11 1738 ; and as his defini'. 
tion satisfied John Stevens, it may help 
the reader : " Faith, as an act, is a 
believing upon an inwrought persuasion 
a persuasion upon inward knowledge' 
through (a sinner's) being led by th~ 
Spirit into the truth " (John vi. 69; 
xvi. 13). Such faith is not the duty of 
men as creatures, but of God's chornn 
and redeemed people when they have 
been born again and are " new orea
tures '' in Christ Jesus. 
Musical Service : Is it Right ? By 

Rev. James Neil, M.A. Simpkin, 
Marshall & Co. 

THIS author is well known as an 
evangelical clergyman of pronounced 
Protestant convictions, and an author 
whose books have greatly helpe.l Biblical 
students thr _ ugh his extensive at1d 
accurate acquaintance with life and 
manners in the Holy Land. In the 
present work, however, he leaves bis 
usual track and discusses the question, 
Whether the Service at the so-called 
Churches of England should be choral 
or musical, or whether the old way of 
reading the Morning and Evening Ser
vices, which was formerly general, has 
the support of Scripture, and the sanc
tion of the Prayer-book itself. His 
conclusion is emphatically in favour of 
t be latter. The facts advanced are 
solemn; the arguments cogent; and the 
appeals such as few that are spiritually
mindeJ could resist. We are Dis
senterd, but we wish well to our 
brethren in the Establishment; and 
trust that the time will come when "in 
choirs and places where they sing "-a 
Rubric which has puzzled us greatly
bymos only will be sung, and the 
prayers be read in a clear vo:ce by men 
of devout hearts. 

EzEK. xv. 2 :-Question. -Son of man, What is the Vine tree more than 
any tree? .llnswer.-'Tis good for nothing, if not good for Thee.-Ru/us. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

AN APPRECIATION. 
[Having derived considerable pleasure o.nd 

profH from the volumes referred to we 
have much pleasure in inserting the follow
ing letter.- J. E. F.]. 

To the many Ileader.i of tke 
"E. V. ,f 0. H." 

I ~E~IRE (with the Editor'd kind per, 
m1ss10n) to ea.II attention to two book~ 
whioh he he.a issued from the press-I 
mee.n the "Me.nne.l of Fe.itb e.nd Prac
tice," first published in 1887 e.nd re
issued ten yea.re le.ter ; e.nd the more 
recent VI ork, "A Guide to Church 
Fellowship," published only le.st yee.r. 
Perhaps these modest volumes a.re not 
yet a.a widely known e.mong us a.a they 
might well be. 

To those who he.ve ce.refolly perused 
them I will se.y nothing. because they 
he.ve long since discovered wha.t I now 
purpose to ste.te. But I would strongly 
urge every preacher, dee.con, Sunday
school teacher, e.nd indeed every intelli
gent member, whetheryonnger or older 
e.nd who he.a not e.lree.dy done so, t~ 
purchase these handbooks. They a.re 
inve.lne.ble, being the rich result of a. 
lif_etime spent in diligent research a.nd 
faithful le.boor. The three shilling~ 
le.id out on ea.eh of these little volumes 
will prove e. good in ve,tment indeed 
for more will be gained the.n from'. 
pounds spent upon me.ny other book~. 
Here the reader will find the very pith 
e.nd marrow of sound divinity choice 
thoughts in choice le.ngue.. ge ~nd the 
whole so compressed in th~ briefest 
spe.oe the.t the reader he.s whe.t he re
q~ireB, a.a it were, in e. nutshell, e.nd so 
will be se.ved mnoh laborious reading 
e.nd searching of ponderous tomes. It is 
e.ll done here for him, a.nd he he.a only 
to "ree.d, me.rk, lee.rn, e.nd inwardly 
digest." Light is thrown upon score, 
of texts, which present more or less 
dilfionlty to the earnest Bible-reader 
who desires to get the true tee.ohing of 
the Spirit from the Holy Word. Pe.sse.ges 
which he.ve been misunderstood mi,
e.pplied, or supposed to tee.eh Arminia.n 
ism, duty-fe.itb, duty-repente.noe uni
verse.I se.lve.tion, and other dangerous 
errorB, a.re here critically yet reverently 
axe.mined in the Greek original, care
fully oompe.red with the context, a.nd 
the reader guided to e. right understand
ing of the Se.ored Scriptures. If our 
esteemed brother, the author, be.d done 
nothing more in e.ll his useful life to 
help forward the truth, to assist his 
brother ministers (e.nd we know he he.a 
done not e. little in this line), e.nd to 
encourage the Churches in our section 
of the Baptist Denomination, these two 
books would be e.n enduring monument 
to his honour, for by them he has con
ferred upon us a lasting benefit. Being 

well a.cqne.inted with the published 
works of the leaders of thought '\mong 
us, bot~ in recent e.nd in f?rmer yea.re, 
he he.a 1_n these me.nue.ls given .copious 
e.n~ various extracts upou the different 
pornts of our doctrine.I belief; and 
where other authors, both ancient e.nd 
mod!)rn, have given to the world their 
sen~1ments upon these and kindred 
top1cs, our brother's extensive reading 
of e.ll sorts of literature aided by a 
remarkably precise memory, bas enabled 
him so to help us as to place the whole 
Denomination of Strict e.nd Particular 
Baptists in a position of deep e.nd grate
ful indebtedness. One is prompted to 
write these lines entirely in the hope 
the.t one m~y induce every reader, who 
has not yet purchased e.nd prayerfully 
perused these works, to do so without 
~elay, f(!r here will be !rained both 
1nforme.t1on and mental inspiration. 

Some tell us that, a.a a Denomination. 
we are slowly dying ont. I sincerely 
hope not ; bnt if we are, it must be for 
lack <1f kno1V!edge as to what our 
Denomination really is, and wb y 1 
Surely our young people need faithful 
.and affectionate instruction·, that they 
me.y be fortified against th.e attacks 
that are. ~nre. to be. made upon them 
Our pos1t10n 1s assailed, the doctrines 
we hold dee.r are _challenged, and on 
every hand attractions a.re displayed to 
decoy our youth from humble se.nctn
aries and simple worship to services 
more ornate and gratifying to the 
natural te.ste, bnt in connection with 
~hich the teaching- from the pulpit 
1,, to say the least, she.llow a.nd mis
leading. 
. I hope the Editor will pardon the 

liberty .I ha.ve _taken in thus writing 
about himself, rne.smucb a.a my simple 
motive in so doing (without the 
slighest solicitation from any qu:nter 
~hatsoever beyond my own deep feel
rng, and deeper interest, in the cause of 
God e.nd truth) has been in some little 
measure to encourage a painstaking and 
prayerful peruse.I of the Word of God. 

A. E. REALFF. 
Leicester, August 3rd. 

ILFORD (EBENEZER. CLEVELAND· 
R0AD).-Onr pastor's (Mr. J. Othen) 
first anniversary services were held on 
July 5th and 7th. On Lord's-day two 
sermons were preached by the Pa.star . 
On Tuesday pe.~tor Chilvers pree.ohed in 
thee.ftemoon from Nab. i. 7, '· The Lord is 
good, a Stronghold in the de.y of trouble, 
e.nd He knoweth them that trust in 
Him," and we.a gre.oiously helped to go 
experimentally into the threefold state
ment e.nd declaration for the enooure.ge
ment and strengthenin~ of the Lord's 
tried people. A pnbllo meeting was 
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held e.t 6.30 p.m., e.t which Mr. F. T. 
Newman preeided. After reading 1 Cor. 
iii.. brother Smith, of Gray P, engaged in 
prayer. The chairman made some con
gratulatory and enoouraging remarke 
to the paetor and Church. Pastor J. 
Cle.rk then addressed the friends from 
Phil. iii. 21 upon our Lord's Second 
Advent and the glorious tre.nsformation 
of our bodies. Paetor Belcher spoke 
from Luke xix. 10, " For the Son of Man 
is oome to seek and to save that which 
we.a lost," referring to the Lord's 
blessed mission on earth. Pastor Dads
well took Psa. iv. 6, "There be many 
that say. Who will show ns e.ny good? 
Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy 
countenance upon us, ' showing how 
everyone is seeking for some kind or 
good, but the blessing of the Lord and 
the joy of His countenance is the only 
source of real he.ppiness. Mr. J. A. 
Othen then spoke briefly upon the 
words of our Lord, "Other sheep I hav., 
whioh a.re not of this fold : them also I 
must bring," exhorting to missionary 
effort. Our pastor then conclnded by 
referring to the glorious work of Christ 
in the ealve.tion of His people-" fo His 
love and in His pity He redeemed 
them," e.nd their plea e.t the throne of 
gre.ce we.s, "Behold, 0 God, our Shield, 
e.nd look upon the face of Thine 
e.nointed." The e.ttendance was not 
large, but the Lord's presence and bless
ing was experienced, and our prayer ie 
that the Lord may be pleased to prosper 
our pastor's labours in our midst and 
spa.re him to see many e.nniversaries. To 
our Triune God be a.II the pra.ise.
W. G. F, 

BOW (MOUNT ZION).-The 25th anni
versary of the laying of the foundation
stone was held on July 19th and 21st. 
On the 21st Mr. Applegate pre-ided at 
the public meeting. He read Heh. xi. 
and spoke of the good things of eterna.i 
salvation. Brother Burkitt engaged in 
prayer. Brother Holland spoke very 
e.blY on Divine oneness. Brother Smith 
we.a helped to deal with Divine keeping. 
Brother Fountain e.ddressed the friends 
on the power,.of the Spirit. Brother Lee 
e.lso he.d e. few wordP, e.nd the oha.irma.a 
concluded a. spiritual meeting with 
prayer. We thank God and take 
ooura.ge.-W. H. LEE, 

PONDERS END (EDEN CHAPEL). 
THURSDAY, July 16th, proved to be 
indeed e. red-letter day to this weak and 
~truggling Ca.us!', it bein_g the 12th 
anniversary of the oi,ening of the 
chapel. Brother Mutimer delivered a 
powerfol and profitable discourse upon 
the providential and faithful dealings 
of Jehovah, founded upon 1 Kings xvii. 
8, 9. Our hearts were cheered e.s our 
brother expatiated upon the truths oon
ta.ined herein. The truths thus ad· 

vanoed were especially seasone.ble on 
the occasion, as illustre.tiug how the 
Lord has hitherto most graciously ap. 
pee.red in rendering essential a.id to this 
small plant of His own right he.nd 
ple.nting. 

At 6 15 the ohe.ir we.a occupied by 
Mr. W. S. Millwood, who, after the 
opening hymn he.d been sung, read the 
148th Psalm. 

Brother W. Pallett, whom we rejoiced 
to see e.mong us restored from his reoent 
severe e.ffliction, led us feelingly and 
reverently to the throne of gnoe to 
invoke the blessing of e. Trinne God 
upon the meeting. 

The chairman followed with an inter
esting e.nd instruotive e.ddress upon the 
word "Eden," dre.wing severe.I e.ne.logies 
between the earthly origine.l pe.re.dise 
and the present Eden, the Church of the 
living God e.t Ponders End. The pastor, 
Mr. C. Hewitt, having, in thene.meof the 
friends e.t Eden, welcomed Mr. Millwood 
e.mong them for the first time, and con
gre.tulated the ministerial brethren, 
proceeded to ree.d over the names of the 
friends who kindly contributed to the 
clearing off the reme.ining portion of the 
debt of £12 l0a., which we.a owing to the 
Loan Fund, ma.king touching reference 
to the origin of the Cause e.nd of the 
loving sympathy of dear brother Win
ters, of Wa.lthe.m Abbey, who cherished 
e. warm intereat in the Ca.use, and who 
formed us into a Church. 

Brother Gibbens followed with e. 
spiritual e.nd Gospel e.ddress upon the 
a.II-sufficiency of Christ as displayed in 
the believer'd salvation, strength1 con
fidence, faith and pre.yer, as also 1n a.II 
the preacher's trials, le.hour~, and emer
genciee. 

Brother Ne.sh, dee.oon, in a few brief 
sentence~, acknowledged the obligations 
of the Church to the friends who had 
come to express their practical sym
pathy, and likewise to the chairman e.nd 
brethren, who came to speak in the 
Lord's name. 

Brother Gull, of East Ham, e.lso let 
fe.ll some impressive observations in 
connections with the low and desolate 
condition of the Jewish Church in the 
days of Nehemiah. His description of 
the ea.use of God at that eventful era 
typified in a carte.in degree the desolate 
ste.te of many of our weak and strug• 
gling Churches of to-day, 

Brother S. ,J. Taylor interested and 
edified us by bis reminiscences of by
!fODe see.sons, and e.bly expe.tiated upon 
'the Church being the P,ille.r and ground 
of the truth" (l Tim. iii. 15). 

Friends were present from Waltham 
Abbey, Winobmore Hill, We.lthamstow, 
Hackney, Limehouse, Tottenham, and 
other districts. The collections were 
very encouraging. The kind liberality 
of the rresident of tho meeting was J?e.rt 
ticular y helpful. The desired obJeo 
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aimed at-namely, the oomplete aboli
tion of the building debt-was, through 
the helping hand of a oovena.nt God, in 
oonjunotion with the e.ssista.noe of His 
dear servants, e.coompliehed. Imme
diately upon this auspicious result being 
e.nnounoed, the whole congregation rose 
and, with one heart and voice, sang 
"Praise God from Whom all blessings 
flow." 

The pastor and his co-workers desire 
to render profoundest thanks to all 
those dear servants of Christ who in 
town and oountry have minist~red of 
their substance. C. HEWITT. 

BALCOMBE.-The 45th anniversary 
of the little Cause here was held on 
August 3rd, and was very enoouraging, 
The weather being fe.vour~ble, a large 
number of friends gathered to celebrate 
the goodness of the Lord and praise Him 
for the favour of another year. Mr. 
Pierpoint, of Brighton, in the morning 
delivered a profitable discourse upon 
the kingdom of Christ, whioh should 
break in pieoes all other kingdoms, his 
text being Dan. ii. 44. Mr. Tingley, of 
Ska.ynes Hill, preached a plain and 
experimental sermon from Rom. v. 20. 
In the evening Mr. Hayter, of Brighton, 
oooupied the pulpit, and wa.s greatly 
helped in spea.king from Rom. viii. 19, 
showing from his own experienoe and 
the experienoe of God's children what 
the earnest expecta.tion of the creature 
is. Collections were good, and we trust 
tha.t me.uy felt the time to be well 
spent. For these favours we the.nk God 
and take coura.ge.-ONE WHO WAS 
THERE. 

IPSWICH (BETHEBDA).-The Sun
day-sohool anniversary was held on 
July 19th, when our pastor-elect, Mr. H. 
T. Chi! vers, prea.ched morning and even
ing, and gave an address to the scholars 
in the afternoon. The oha.pel was 
orowded at ea.oh service. Friends came 
from all surrounding villages for over 
twenty miles round, and many were 
heard to se.y the.t they did not regret 
coming. Mr. Chilvers preaohed in the 
morning from Exod. ii. 6, "And behold 
the babe wept." The evening sermon 
was ta.ken from Aots i. 11, "This se.me 
Jesus." This sermon was also listened 
to with great pleasure, even the youngest 
sohola.rs were very quiet and gave great 
attention. The afternoon service was 
speoia.lly for the young. There were 
reoita.tions and a dialogue by schola.,s, 
after which Mr. Chilvers addressed the 
sohool from E:x:od. :x:l vii. 8, " How old art 
thou?" Speoie.l hymns and u.nthems 
were well rendered by the scholars, who 
had been trained by Mr. T. Garrod, with 
the ohoir, and Mr. A. J. R. King pre
siding at the organ; two hymn~ were·in 
memory of our late pastor and the two 
Miss Farrows, who had died during the 

year (sisters). We believe the services 
will not be forgotten by many who were 
present. The friends responded very 
kindly to the appeal for a good collec
tion and gave us £21 16.s. fiJ. The annual 
treat took place on the following Wed
nesday o.t Stoke Park, when 100 friends 
joined us, and altogether an enjoyable 
time was spent, the weather on both 
dayP being just as deaired. We thank 
God for His goodness towards us, and 
pray that He will still prosper us.
W. B. MOTUM. 

BEXLEY.-On August Bank Holiday 
the 57th anniversary of the Church a.nd 
the seventh anniversary of the settle
ment of Mr. A. H. Pounds as pastor were 
celebrated. In the morning Mr. Midmer 
(of Clapham) preached, and the congre
gation afterwards adjourned to a. 
marquee in Mr. Piggott's grounds for 
luncheon. At the afternoon service in 
the chapel Mr. DJlbey preached the 
sermon. Tea was afterwards served in 
the marquee, about 120 friends being 
present. Here the evening service was 
held, Mr. J. B. Northfield (of March) 
preaching the sermon. ·-Local paper. 

FRISTON,-The anniversary of the 
school was held on Sunday, July .,th. 
Brother Morling, of Aldringha.m, 
preached an excellent sermon in the 
morning from Isaiah xlix. 20, 21, refer
ring to the many circumstances by 
which Churche, are deprived of mem
bers, and the many ways and means by 
which God in His goodness again fill~ 
the places. In the afternoon and evening 
tbe children recited, the pieces being 
based upon Scripture truths. These, 
and the hymns chosen for the occasion, 
were well rendered. The chapel was 
filled to overflowing, ma.uy friends 
coming several milee, the weather being 
all that could be desired. The collection, 
which amounted to £7 +s. 2,\d., exceeded 
previous ones. Thus pa.ssed one of the 
most successful anniversaries ever wit
nessed at Friston. We are thankful to 
the many friends for their help, and 
give all praise to God.-J. BURRELL. 

IPSWICH (ZOAR).-The twelfth anni
versary of Mr. Ba.rden's pastorate was 
held on Wednesday. July 22nd. llfr. 
Polley, of H~lstead, a warm frientl of 
the po.stor, preached in the afternoon. 
He also presided over 11, public meeting 
in the evening. and was supported by 
our pastor (Mr. Bardens), brethren 
Bland, Ling, Cordle, Ranson an'.i 
Folka.rd. After singing, brother Ga.rd1-
ner led us in prayer. The chairman 
read Psa. :x:oviii., and briefly expressed 
the pleasure he felt o.t being present to 
show hiR love and esteem for our pastor 
as a faithful preacher of the Gospel. 
Excellent addresses were giveu by ea.eh 
of the brethren from different portions 
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of the Worcl. all expreseing love and 
esteem for our pastor as an honoured 
brother of over fifty year•' standing, 
and as the faithful pastor of this 
Church for twelve years. The kind 
and wise words and the wishes of our 
beloved brother Bland (now over eighty 
years of age) were particularly accept
able. Our p~stor added a few words of 
thanks to his brethren and gratitude to 
God for all His mercies, and the chair• 
man closed a. very happy meeting. 
-H. B. 

CHADWELL STREET (MOUNT ZION). 
-On Thnrsda.y evening, July 9th, the 
usual weekly service wa.s conducted by 
our yo·rng brother Mr. David Marling 
(new Strict Baptist Missionary for 
India.). There wa.s a. large attendance, 
which delighted us much. We missed 
the genial, kind-hearted pa.star, but our 
brother Fricker (dee.con) explained that 
he had been called away to Ipswich to 
attend the funeral of dear Mrs. Kern. 
The hymn," Lord, we welcome Thy dear 
servant," seemed to voice the feelings of 
a.II present, a.nd to inspire our brother 
Marling for his sermon, whilst the 
closing hymn. "O'er those gloomy hills 
of darlmese." showed that, as Strict 
Baptists, we possess the true Mi,sionary 
spirit. The speaker based his remarks 
on Isa. !xvi. 19 (la.st clause)," And they 
shall declare My glory among the 
Gentiles." He dwelt for a few moments 
on the blessed" Fear nots" of the Bible, 
and also touched upon the judgments 
and dena.ncia.tions mentioned in the 
Word of God. The chief points in our 
brotber'a sermon were :-lst. The kind 
of person to be selected. 2nd. The 
message-the glory of God I The poor 
heathen had no true conception of God, 
and woe.Id worship anything but the 
true God. 3rd. Their commiss:on was
,. Go ye into a.II the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every create.re." "And, 
lo! I am with yon a.lway, even unto the 
end of the world." 4th. We were look
ing for e. great ingathering into the 
true Church of God. Lastly, Our 
brother stated, that although they 
coo.Id not all go to the mission field, 
they could do two things: First, they 
could pray for this work; and, secondly, 
they could assist in e. practice.I manner 
by freewill offerings. We commend our 
young brother to the prayers of God's 
people, and wish him much blessing in 
his work. - "A LOVER OF MOUNT 
ZION." 

MONKSTHORPE (LINC0LNBIIIRE). 
-Ana.iver8ary services of this time
honoured sanctuary were held on Lord'a
day. July 12th, and the fJllowia.g 
Tuesday. Pa.star J. N. Throssell, of 
Ramsey, Hunts., preached each day to 
good congregations, and the promis_ed 
blessing is looked for. The fina.nc1a.l 

redult w:i,9 about as usu'\l. May the 
Lord hear prayer for thia people in con
junction with the friends e.t Burgh, and 
send them a. man who shall instru
mentally bind e.nd build up these 
Causes. 

AYLESBURY.-" The Lord ha,th done 
great things for us; whereof we a.re 
glad," is at this time the heartfelt 
language of the Church and congrega
tion meeting e.t Walton-street, Ayles
bury. When pastor D. Witton left us in 
the autumn of last year for Dover we 
felt more e.nd more our need of Divine 
a.id. But the Lord ha.th smiled gra.oiously 
upon us in sending faithful ministers 
amongst us, 11,nd their testimony of the 
freeness and fulness of sovereign grace 
hath been blessed. On Sunday evening, 
July 26th, brother S. J. Taylor (of 
Forest Gate) had the privilege of lea.ding 
six young people through the waters of 
baptism, five of whom have been con
nected with our Sa.nda.y-sohool from 
early childhood. The servbe proved 11, 
very happy e.nd soul-cheering occasion; 
and on Sa.nda.y afternoon, August 2nd, 
brother 0. Ives (of High Wycombe) gave 
the right hand of fellowship to our 
friends. We look forward in hope, 
believing tha,t the Lord is a.bout to do 
yet grea,ter things for us. The testimony 
of the candidates before the Church 
shows that our late pastor's labours were 
not in vain in the Lord, although " One 
soweth and another rea.peth." We have 
also to rejoice in the material prosperity 
that has attended us, for whereas in 
September of la,st year we had a. debt of 
£130 on the building, by the help of 
friends we have been enabled to reduce 
our liability to £43. Of course we a.re 
anxious to clear the remainder of the 
debt, and trust that other generous 
friends will be raised up on our beha,lf. 
-J.E. B. 

REA.DING (PROVIDENOE).-The 44th 
anniversary services of this chapel were 
held on August 12th. Sermons w~re 
preached both 11,fternoon and evemng 
by pa,stor B. J. Northfield, of March, 
Ca.mbs. In the afternoon our brother 
spoke from the text Heb. x. 12, e.nd 
ba,sed his thoughts on-(1) The great 
contrast, "But;"· (2) The wonderful 
Man spoken of; (3) His glorious sacri
fice ; ( 4) His enlted position. The 
words chosen for the evening ~ervioe 
were found in John x. 28, "I give." 
Our brother spoke of God's open hand 
and of His me,ny spiritual and temporal 
gifts, a.nd divided his discourse under 
three headings-(!) What Obrist gives; 
(2) How Christ gives; (3) The effeots 
of His giving. Tea. was provided in the 
schoolroom, to which a.bout sixty friends 
sat down. We were pleased to see with 
us a.gain our late pastor, Mr. W. H. Rose, 
and his deu wife, also our brother 
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Fisher and family. Colleotions were 
t11oken on behalf of the laoidente.l Fund. 
At the olose of the day it we.s feH the.t 
we be.ve muob to tbe.nk God for, both in 
providenoe and in gre.oe. 

PENCILLINGS BY THE WAY ON 
STOKE ASH, HOXNE, AND 

IPSWICH. 
THE Editor bas often been a.eked 
whether he was not born in Suffolk. 
He bad not the.t honour, though be is 
the gre.ndson of a country carpenter 
whom e. le.rge family e.nd hard times 
compelled to migrate from the Suffolk 
village of Thrandeston to I ;Jing ton in 
1787, or there11obouts. The home of our 
childhood we.a fraught with me.ny e.sso
cie.tione of the old country. Our poor 
old gre.ndmother, who died in 1847, 
never wearied of repee.ting Bloomfield'd 
poetry in alternation with some of the 
early "be.irnie'e hymns." Our father 
told Suffolk stories, repee.ted Suffolk 
proverbs, and spoke much of the old 
Suffolk folks to the last. It was, there
fore, with a sort of home-going feeling 
that we first visited the county in 1876, 
in response to the invitation of our le.te 
dee.r friend William Houghton, of lps
wioh, to attend the Association meetings 
held that yee.r e.t Ha.dleigh. Ma.ny 
loving links were then formed, nee.rly 
all of whioll ha.ve now yielded to the 
etre.in of time ; but the memories abide 
of John Cooper, Se.mnel Collins, Joseph 
Brand, W. Brown, Titns Field, Thoma.s 
Pooke, and other brave men of the old 
t·ype and order who have left us for 
heaven. Our friendship with Charles 
Hill dates from this period, and a very 
holy and profita.ble one has it proved
to the writer at least. It was our joy 
on August 7th, "after so long e. time," 
and e.leo after "varios caau, et tot dis
criinina reru1n" -as the inscription on 
the tomb of Henry Jeseey re.n-to visit 
hie village home, and to find him well, 
hearty, and happy, for a pilgrim of 83 
years. Our business was to conduct the 
services at hie old chapel, at Stoke Ash. 
on Sunday (9th), in commemore.tion of 
hie forty-seven years' p11ostore.te, and our 
reception was that of an old friend 
whom the people were not sorry to see 
onoe more. Finanoia.l proceeds were 
enoouraging. The kindness of our Chris
tian friend Rose, of Thw11oite1 was great, 
for without his help we could not 
possibly, being le.me, have undertaken 
this little aot of eervioe. 

It was our pleasure to meet our friend 
Henry Look, the minister of Hoxne 
Chapel, and to reoeive from his lips an 
enooure.ging report of hie work. He is a 
spiritually-minded man, and one who 
kuowe how to extra.at thoughts out of 
good Looks and make them hie own. 
Hoxne Chapel was in sore trouble when 
we visited it a few years a.go, as a depu-

tation from the Particular Baptist 
Fund. It is a centre.I and important 
ville.ge Ca.use, and we heartily desire its 
prosperity. . 

On Tueeda.y (11th) we were once a.gain 
at Ipswich to pree.ch e.t Zoe.r Chapel, 
the sphere of the labours of brother R. 
C. Ba.rdens, a still older friend than 
even Cbe.rles Rill himself. We found 
thi; ,. delightful bundle of good nature" 
(e.s C. W. Banks once styled him) as 
bright and soul-fraught as ever, e.nd 
he.ppy in the love of his attached 
people with whom we had the plea.sure 
of joining in wor~hip at the ev:ernng 
service Only those who dwell m the 
land of the lengthening shadows can 
know how cheering it is to meet those 
whom one knew long years a.g-o in the 
flesh once more, and with a full heart 
we " wish" one e.nd all "well in the 
name of the Lord." W. J. S. 

DA.TCHET.-Onr brother Ridgway, 
who has worked ha.rd for the Sunday
school here, write3 that, through the 
liberality of the friend; at the recent 
annivereuy, he was able to take the 
children for e.n outing to Burnham 
Beeches on August 17th. At the short 
service, before and after, the chap~! we.s 
filled. Many of the mothers w~o had 
riot been in the place before prum,sed to 
come again. He needs helpers in the 
work at Datchet. 

A COTTAGE PRAYER MEETrnG. 
ON Tuesde.y evening, Augn,t 18th. the 
first meeting for prayer was held at 100, 
Wilna.-roa.d, We.ndsworth. Though but 
few were present, the Di vine presence 
was sweetly realised. 

We were favoured with the company 
of Mr. Drane, of West-hill, who was led 
to speak upon the promises of God in 
relation to the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
the subject for prayerful medite.tion 
being" The promised outpouring 'of the 
Holy Spirit." Two or three friends 
engaged in pre.yer; severe.I portions of 
Soriptnre were read and hymns sung. 

We te.ke this opportunity of heartily 
inviting friends to these meeting-a, 
which will continue to be held (D v) 
each Tnesde.y evening at 7.45 at the 
above address. A LOVER OFi ZION. 

CROYDON (SA.LE~I).-The e.nniver
sary took pla.oe on July 2hd. An 
impressive sermon we.s preached in the 
afternoon at 3.30 by Mr. T. Jons3, from 
Deut. xxxiii. 3. A goodly num"ler 
assembled and muoh enjoyed the same. 
Tee. was provided e.t ,i.15 in the school
room for the friend,. A publio meet
ing followed e.t 6 30, whioh was ably 
presided over by Mr. Thom~s Ddan, who 
ree.d and oommented upon a p~rt,on 
from the prophecy of I ,a.ie.h. Brother 
J. S1well sought the Divine blessing, 
after whioh Mr. A. J. Margerum 



'l'H'E. EARTHEN VESSEL 

de] i vered e.n e.ddres~ from Ephes, ii. 7. 
Pastor E. Beecher followed in unison 
from I Cor. xiii. 12. Mr. T. Jones 
~ddressed the friends upon truth which 
1s found ~etween the folded ·1eaves. 
Pastor T. N, Hughes e.lso ge.ve us a few 
words from the Divine records. The 
friends from our neighbouring Church 
Derbr-road, came to assist us and swell 
th~ congregation. The singing of "All 
ha_tl the power of J e,us' name," brought 
this he.pp~- meetmg to a close. Colleo
t1one. £4 l:ls. 7d, Another Ebenezer is 
set up, and we are enabled to rejoice in 
R1m.-T.''A.LCORN. 

OPENIXG OF NEW CHA.PEL AT 
PENTSIDE, DOVER. 

THE history of the Baptists in Dover is 
somewhat rema.rkable. M:ore tha.n two 
centuries ago there existed in Dover a 
'l!ell-organiz~d Baptist Church, estab
lished m its own freehold premises but 
which during the past century' has 
exchanged the doctrines of free grace 
for the modern ideas of free thought 
and therefore has now no place among 
the Dover Baptists. Thero also sprung 
up during the later decades of the past 
century a Baptist Chnrcb, which, 
although for a time it obtained con
siderable development, has passed com
plet~ly away, ani its memory is almost 
forgotten. 

The Baptists in Dover are now repre
sented by two churches, both of them 
being off:1hoots from the ancient 
historic Eythorne fellowship, of which 
the Pentside communion is many years 
the elder, and still retains its grasp of 
the doctrines of the Gospel. This 
Church, which has been for more than 
100 years located on the Commercial 
Quay, has been doing its quiet and un
obtrusive work, gathering in the out
casts, teaching the children, and break
ing the Bread of Life to the family of 
God, has found that its home at Pent
side (which has gradually become a 
locality of warehouses, stores, and 
business premises, required for the ever
increasing traffic in Dover, by rail and 
sea), has become unsuited and incon
venient for the population, which is 
migrating from the locality and trend
ing toward "up town," 

Just at the time when it became 
imperative that something should be 
done in the way of transplanting the 
Church in a more suitable locality, the 
Congregationalists, who have a big 
building scheme on hand, put one of 
their chapels on the market, and these 
premises being not only locally suit
able, but with space enough to 
accommodate large accessions both to 
the Church and schoole, the Pentside 
Church availed themoelves of the oppor
tunity, and by a mutual good under
standing, these premises have been 
purchased and transferred to the Pent-

side Churob, whioh ho.s just taken 
possession of its new premises, and will 
henceforth be known as the Queen
street Baptist Church, 

The purchase prioe, £1,400, with some 
additional outlay for necessary o.ltero.
tions, baptistry, &c., will involve 11, 
charge of about £1,470. This, although 
a very heavy undertaking for a small 
Church, has been cheerfully and con
fidently taken up. The free gifts of 
~rien~s have been very liberal, and it 
1s est11nated that when the old building 
has found a suitable purchaser, £500 
will be the amount of indebtedness 
which will remo.in to be wiped off by 
the future exertions of the Ohuroh. 

The opening services were commenced 
at 2.30 on July 22nd, when a prayer
meeting was held in the chapel, con
ducted by our dear pastor, D. Witton, 
and we all felt the power of our 
heavenly Father at this meeting. Yes 
this was the first touch of His power: 
and at 3.30 pastor R. E. Sears, of 
Clapham Common, London, preached a 
splendid sermon, from the words, 
"From this day will I bless you." The 
school-room was very well filled at tea. 
At 7 a public meeting, whioh was well 
attended, was held in the oho.pel. J. L. 
Bradley, Esq., J.P., presided, and was 
supported on the platform by pastors 
F. Bo.sden, W. Burnett, of Eythorne; 
and R. E. Sears, Messrs. Syokelmore, 
Pierce, A. J. Voysey, Lewisham; po.stor 
F. Burnett, W. Bradll;ly, J. Scott, and 
our pastor, D. Witton. We are, as a 
Church, very thankful to the Lord for 
thus opening a way for us. May the 
blessing remain. We have now the 
regular work in our dear Master's ser
vice, and the removal of the remo.ining 
indebtedness, in both of whioh we feel 
all our dear brethren in Christ will wish 
us, as a little Churoh, God speed. 

R. J. HUGHES. 

JEHOVAH'S TEMPLE (COMMER· 
CIAL·STBEET, E.J.-The 270th anniver• 
sary of the above-named plo.ce of 
worship was held on Sunday, July 19th, 
and on Tuesdo.y, July 21st. A prayer
meeting was held on Sundo.y morning 
at 10 o'clock to invoke the Di'l'ine bless
ing. The services on Lord's-day were 
conducted by our brother, J. Kingston, 
whose words upon both 0000.sions were 
much appreciated. His morning dis
course was founded upon Dan. ix. 24, and 
our friend set forth the glories of 
Immanuel in the finished work of salva· 
tion. In the evening he dwelt upon the 
Lord's garden (Song of Sol. iv. 16), 
Under the Holy Sfirit's guidanoe,,o~r 
brother was sweet y led to draw vivid 
pictures of the beo.uties of the go.rden_ of 
the Lord. (1) The Garden of Paradise, 
man's communion, and subsequent 
rebellion. (2) Go.rden of Pru.yer1 on 
Mount Olives. (3) Garden of Agonies-
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Gethsemane. (4) Garden of Snffering
Oalvar;r, He also referred to the rank 
weeds m the human bee.rt, and, fine.Uy, 
touohed upon the Uhurch a.a His garden. 
On Tuesday afternoon at 3.30 e. sermon 
was delivered by pastor Ed ward Mitchell 
(of Che.dwell-street). Our dear friend 
spoke from: Psalm !xiii. 3," Because Thy 
lovingkindneBB is better than life, my 
lips shall praise Thee," e.s follows :-(1) 
The Delightful Theme, "The Lning
kindness of the Lord." (2) The hi~h 
esteem in which this was held by Da.v1d. 
(3) His determination, "My lips shall 
praise Thee." We felt it good to be there. 
At 6 30 a public meeting was held. the 
chair being ta.ken by G. SavagP, Esq., 
who was supported by pa.storB E<iward 
Mitchell, R. E. Sears, J. Kingston, J. 
Clark, and W. H. Taylor. The proceed
ings having been opened with praise 
and prayer, the chairman read and 
commented upon John vi. 1-14, and 
addresses were given by pastor Mitchell 
npon '' Christ being the Fountain of 
Life." Pa.stor Sears upon Paa.. lxxii. 15. 
Pastor Clark upon Titus ii. 13, ·Pastor 
J. Kingston on Dent. xxxiii. 2G, and 
pastor Ta.ylor traced the history of the 
Church, referring specially to the period 
of Charles I. and Oliver Cromwell. The 
neighbourhood in those days was very 
different to what it is now. He welcomed 
the brethren present, and exhorted the 
friends to stand shoulder to shoulder in 
the name of the Lord. Yours in His 
service,-D. BUTCHER. 

. To the Editor of the "E. V. and G. H." 
MY DEAR SIR,-The Pa.stor's Sunda.y 

at Stoke Ash pa.seed off in a very plea.
Rant e.ud sa.tisfactory manner. We were 
hvoured with a fine day, and the usual 
congregation enlarged by many friends, 
who ea.me to visit and help us on the 
occasion. Mr. Styles was able to conduct 
the services in his usual efficient and 
gratifying manner, and altogether a. 
profitable and happy day was spent in 
the courts of the Lord's house. The 
collections were about as usual, and for 
which allow me through the pages of 
your magazine to render my grateful 
and hea.rty thanks to all and every one 
who contributed in any way or degree 
to the enjoyment and result -I am, 
dear Mr. Editor, yours cordially, 

CHARLES HILL. 
Brockford, Aug. 18, 1903. 

SfOKE ASH (SUFFOLK). - Once 
a.gain we find our,elves inside the walls 
of Stoke Ash B~ptist Chapel-that G0ci
honoured sanctuary, where Charles Hill 
laboured a.mong a people. who loved him 
for forty-seven long yea.r8. How many 
s1int, were comforted and souls born 
for glory during hio ministry eternity 
will a.lone r<lveal. Augu,t 9th was the 
day set a.p,ut for th,, annual oollectiJn 
for the old pastor. Mr. W. J, Styles was 

the preacher for the occasion, 11,nd many 
of us found it a. re11,l tre11,t to listen to 
him once a.g11,in, a.a with voice soft 11,nd 
mellow, yet distinct, he sought to uplift 
Christ. As the ph•te went round at the 
close of the services ma.ny love-offerings 
were dropped by those who, in bygone 
years were oha.rmed and comforted by 
the eloqoeut, Christ-exa.lting discourses 
of the !11,te p11,stor, as he told forth the 
old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
Oh, friends I who still love him for the 
Gospel's s11,ke-
" Remember the feeble old pastor-for tbee 

he will pray 
As long as God giveth him breath; 

With actions of kindness then cheer bis 
lone way, 

E'en to the dark va.lley of dealb." 
Entering the Sunday-school, we were 
glad to see BO m11,ny dear children 
g11,thered, with friends interested in 
their welfare engaged as teachers. How 
many of DB in early days, both in our 
own and in other lands, while scholars 
in the Sunday-school at Stoke Ash, were 
among those who were gently ea.lied in 
youth, and have realised for many yea.rs 
wisdom's ways to be waya of pleasant
ness a.nd pa.ths of peace. llfay the Lord 
bless the aged pastor, the Cause a.t Stoke 
A,sh, Sunday-school W(lrk, and all who 
love our Lord Jesus insincerity. Ameu. 
-M, A. MOORE. 

YARMOUTH.-Anuiversa.ry services 
were held a.t York-road on Sunda.y 11,nd 
Monday, August 9th and 10th. Brother 
W. Dixon, of Br11,dfield, the Sunday 
preacher, was greatly helped. The 
friends enjoyed a. sweet sea.son. There 
were good oongrega.tions, and a. generous 
spirit attended appreciative hea.ring. 
BrotberJ. H. Lynn, of Beccles, preached 
on Monday afternoon on "The obedi
ence of faith." His testimony w11,s well 
received. An enluged company took 
tea together, and a further increase 
attended the evening meeting. Brother 
Lynn was chairman. His topic was
" Au ha.bit11tion of God through the 
Spirit." Brother Dixon uttered ma.ny 
precious thin~s about the love of God, 
11,nd helpfully drew timid s11,ints into 
the fea.rlessness of those in whom it 
dwells-" There is no frar in love." 
Brother J. Beddingfield. of Beccles. 
sooke of "The rain on the mown grass.•· 
His lucid exposition touched the sorrows 
and joys of the he11,ven-born: not the 
least helpful thought w11,s his repre
sent11,tion of cnt grass (which i, 11, 

hollow tube) 11s the open mouth dr11,w
ing in the heavenly refreshings to the 
very roots. Brother T. L. S11,pey, of 
Claxton, then told many blessednesses 
of experience in unfolding trnth from 
the Church's joyuns exclam'\tion: 
"This is my beloved, and this ia my 
friend." Brother J. Muskett, the pastor. 
gathered up the fr11,gmente, and tha.ukea 
those whose loving help has been blessed 
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of God, ascribing to Him the glory due 
unto His name. The financial result 
was £S 9,. 8d. (nearly £1 more than last 
-.ear), which was handed to the pa.stor. 
Our worthy brother M,1skett has been 
helped of the Lord to stand here twenty 
year~. and so to minister tha.t truth, 
love, a.nd paa.ce a.re maintained in pulpit 
and pew. His terribly painful and 
sorrowful tria.l. so long continued and 
most keenly felt-. helps him and the 
a.tt11.ohrd Church to rea.lirn the vita.I 
sufficiencies of gra.ce (2 Cor. xii. 9). 
-K.S.D. 

GLEMSFORD (EBENEZER). - The 
Sunday-school anniversary wa.s held on 
Sunda.y, July 12th, when three sermons 
were preached bv pastor B. J. 
Northfield, part of the afternoon to the 
children. Special prayer-meetings were 
held during the previous week, seeking 
the Lord's blessing upon the services to 
which we oa.n testify gracious answers 
were received, the presence of the 
Ma.ster being sweetly realized. Specie.I 
hymns an.i anthems were sung for the 
ooca.sion, conducted by the superinten
dent, brother S. W. Bigg, la.rge con
l!'rega.tions. good collections. On the 
following Monda.y, the sohool trea.t was 
held. tea.ohera and children marching 
from the chapel to the Place Farm, the 
residence of the superintendent, where 
free acoess to the grounds was granted 
by him. Various games. &o., were much 
enjoyed, and between 50 and 60 friends 
partook of tea with the children; a 
la.rge number of parents and friends 
joined ns in the evening. After 
addresses had been given by our beloved 
pastor and superintendent, this happy 
anniversary was brought to a close by 
singing, "Count your blessings," and 
prayer.-A. MIDDLEDITCH. 

Butler received part of their education 
at the Dissenting Aoademy at Tewkes
bury. But the more efficient they were 
the greater the peril to Anglioanism , 
and indeed it was roundly oonfessed 
that to seoure the Tory and Cburob 
oa.use Dissent must not be a.Bowed to 
propagate itself. Accordingly a.II sohool 
teaohers and tutots ba.d to be lioensed 
by a. Bishop, must oonform to the 
Anglican liturgy, and take the sacra
ment in Church once a yea.r. If suob a. 
teacher attended a.ny other form of 
worship than the Anglican, be would 
be liable to three month's imprisonment 
and difqua.Iified from teaching for the 
future. If any ca.teohism were taught 
other than tha.t of the Church of 
Engla.nil, full pena.lties would be 
enacted. It is a remarka.ble fact that 
Queen Anne died on the very da.y when 
the Sohism Act ea.me into opera.tion. 
"History of the Free Chlll'che~," by C. 
SILVESTER HORNE. 

GOSPEL CHURCHES-VINES O~ 
GOD. 

FRUITFUL vines are suggestive emblems 
of Gospel Churches when favoured with 
the manifest blessin1r of God. Their 
roots a.re hidden, their sap flows con
tinually-vitalising and fructifying the 
bra.nches ; while la.den "with the tender 
grapes, they give a. good smell," and a.re 
admired of all. 

The vigour and fruitfulness of the 
vine, by Divine appointment, depend 
upon human ea.re, and industry; and 
Churches flourish, in a.coorda.nce with 
the sovereign and graoious aotivity of 
the Husba.ndma.n or vine-dresser, when 

"He descends and shows His face, 
In tbe young gardens of His grace ; 
In vineyards, planted by His hand, 
Where fruitful trees in order stand." 

A PAGE FROM THE PAST, WITH Here, is a withered bra.nob; there, a. 
A BEARING UPON THE drooping bough; while on one, nothing 

but lea.ves is seen. Ea.oh, however, has 
PRESENT. His notice, and receives the prompt 

THE Occa.sionr.l Conforming Act passed attention which its condition requires. 
in 1711. It was thereby enacted that no His trained hand wields the prnning
pereon could continue to hold public knife with infinite skill; a.nd its keen 
office or trust who attended a conven- edge severs and removes nothing which 
ticle during the time of holding it, and it were not best should be ta.ken a.way, 
by doing eo be would render himself Mere luxuriance of foliage is unspa.red: 
incapable of public employment until but He knows tha.t all He does will pro
he could show tba.t he had not attended mote the well-being of the whole, Sere 
a. conventicle for a. year. A peculia.rly and withered Jea.ves and redunda.nt 
base provision was that any offender shoots must go-but no sla.eh of the 
should pay £40, which should be given glea.ming blade is reckless or useles~. 
to the informer ! This measure wa.s Tile fructifio:i.tion of the entire tree IB 
odious enough, but there was worse to the object designed and secured. 
follow. The Schism Act of 17H was Here and there, however, are branches 
one of the most scanda.lous measures of laclen with fast-ripening fruit ; and on 
English HiEtory. It aimed at sur- these, methinks. the Hea.venly Vine
pressing Nonconformist •eminaries and dresser gazes with complacenoy a.n~ 
echoole. TheFe sew;naries, Mr. Lecky a.pprova.l. "Herein is my Father glorl· 
declareP. appear to have been ably con- fied tha.t ye bea.r much fruit." 
ii ucted, 'and he mentions the notable O Lord, arise, and visit 'fhy ChuroheP, 
fact th.:.t Arc:hbiahop Secker and Bishop I that every Vine which Thy right hand 
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hath planted, may prosper and manifest 
the vitality e.nd vigour whioh the 
graoioua power only can impart I Raise 
each drooping branch I Spare no 
exuberant leaves which might cause the 
fruit to deteriorate or hi! I Po.as none 
by-so that all may thrive to Thy glory, 
the joy of Thy saints, and the increase 
of Thy visible kingdom on ee.rth I 

11 Drooping boughs, revive :?.nd nourish 
Let them thrive beneath Thy bo.nd : 

Let the weak grow strong and nourish, 
Blooming fair at Thv commo.nd; 

Let the fruitful yield Thee more, 
Le.den with a richer store 1 ·• 

E. A. D. 

RESIGN A TIO~. 
"There is no llock, however watched e.nd 

Bot one dee.d lamb is there I [tended, 
There is no llreside, howsoever defended. 

But he.s one vacant cho.ir I" 
OUR dearest earthly connections are 
God's gifts, and are conferred with the 
distinct reminder that they still remain 
His; He gives us them, fora season only; 
they are spirits taken out of His 
universe, and He brings them into tem• 
porary contact with us. Thus we speak 
of them as "onrs"-fa.ther, mother, 
sister, brother. child, friend. 

But just as in some place~, on one day 
in the year, a way or path is closed in 
order to remind the public that they 
ordinarily use it, by sufferance and not 
by right, so does God give warning to 
us. Every ache and pa.in; every wrinkle 
which appears on a parent's brow; every 
accident wJi'ich reveals the uncertain 
tenure of life and ita possessions : the 
bell the.t tolls from yonder Church or 
oemetery, are Divine reminders the.t we 
are tenants at will and not by right
" pensioners on the bounty of an hour." 
He resumes the right to close up the 
way, to recall the gift, and warns us 
fairly that what we have is lent, not 
absolutely given; His, not ours. His 
temporal mercies a.re so much gain ; and 
He commits no injustice when He rec3,lls 
them. This hard lesson Job had learned 
by heart, "The Lord gave, and the Lord 
he.th ta.ken away, Blessed be the no.me 
of the Lord." 

Two reflections nature.Uy follow. 
First-the duty, the propriety, e.nd the 
high wisdom of resignation to the will 
of the" Giver of e.11 good." Father, Thy 
gifts are precious, but 

"If Thou shouldst to.ke them all o.way, 
Yet would I not ropine ; 

Beforo they were possessed by me, 
They were entirely Tl:tine. 

Nor would I drop a murnrnring word, 
Tl:tougb lhe wl:tole world were gone; 

But seek. enduring h11ppineas, 
le Tl:tce, 11nd Ttiee alone." 

Second-how bles3ed the contrast 
between God'a temi,oral ble3sings and 
those with whioh the chosen children of 
Godaretndowed; and of which we read, 

"how she.II He not with" Christ 
"freely gives us all thingA." The former 
may be recalled ; these will never be 
for" the (new covenant) gift8, and th~ 
calling of God are" "irrevocable, and 
without repentance, or chanla(e of 
purpose," or "mind," on the part of God 
(Rom. xi. 20). Whom He calls, He by 
grace keeps to the end ; whom He 
endows with Apiritual gifts, are rich to 
all eternity. The waters of "the nether 
spriJ1gs" must eventoally tail ; those of 
"the upper springs" will flow ti II 
heaven is finally attained. 

" There shall tbe followers of the Lamh, 
Join in immortal songs; 

And endless honours to His name, 
Employ their tnneful tongues." 

COMPOSITE, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE Aged Pilgrims of the Hornsey 
Rise Asylum rrnently had the pleasure 
of welcoming their fellow-pensioners 
from the Camber well and Stamford Hill 
Homes. The day was warm and sunny. 
and the beautiful grounds were filled 
with little groups of friend~, delighted 
to converse with one another npon the 
goodnees and mercy of their faithfnl 
covenant-keeping God, Who for twice 
forty years he.d led many of them 
through the wilderness. Two who were 
present were upwards of 90 years of age. 

,. * 
* Lunch had been provided for those 

from e. distance, and all sat down to a 
bountiful tea in the Asylum Hall, the 
Lady Visitors and Members of the Com• 
mittee doing all that lay in their power 
for the comfort and pleasure of their 
guests. After tee. a brief meeting was 
held, and several addresses given, the 
proceedings terminating before 7.30, 
allowing ample time for the return 
journeys of the pensioners from E11ost 
and South London. 

* * 
* If an object lesson were needed of the 

permanent and widespread benefit of 
the Society's work, such a gatherinla( 
would, as it were, focus it. Nearly ISO 
of the Lord'a aged poor, comfortably 
provided for in their l11otter days; free 
from troublons thou!!'hts of the rent 
collector ; with no coe,ls to buy and 
with medict:11 attendt:1nce provided, and 
showing by their hai;py faces how 
delightful these'' peaceable habitations" 
are to them. 

The new Quarterly R,•cortl, well illus
ue.ted, and with muc,1 of interest con
cerning the work, can be ht:1d on applicl\• 
tion to the oflfoe, where also the new 
Annual Reports ce,n be obtained. A 
large circulation of these two public~
tions is desired, and where friends call• 
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not subscribe, they 011n distribute the 
literature 11mong9t others who are in a 
position to contribute. Personal interest 
in the work is e11rnestly sought. 

... 
• 

New Annual Subscriptions of 7s., 10~., 
and 14s. a.re needed, as the regul11r 
income should be greatly increased. 
Where them cannot be given, contribu
tions in ,i.ny other form will he thank
fully received. 1,653 life pensioners e.rA 

now upon the books, and upwards of 
£12,600 per a.nnnm are expended in 
pensions, the m11intena.nceof the Homes 
costing another £1,800. Who will help? 

EDWARD CHANDLER 
(of Leicester). 

This esteemed brother, a member of. the 
Cburch woNhipping at Newarke-street, 
departed tbis life on Lord's-:lay morning, 
July 12th. at 10.30, just as we were com
mencing Divine senice. He was co.lied by 
grace some years ago under the ministry of 
the late Mr. Rolleston, Vicar of Scraptoft, 
wbo was a dear friend of Dr. Doudney"•. 
For some time our brother held the situation 
of coachman and gardener at the Vicarage, 
and, on the death of his beloved minister, he 
attended Alfred-street Chapel in this town, 
at least sometimes, for he was a member at 
Christ Church, and went regnlarly 1-o Com
munion tbere. When the writer came to 
Leicester in 1896 our brother was a regular 
morning hearer of the Gospel at Newarke
s,reet, attending Christ Church in the 
evening of each Lord's-da v. After a time he 
took lo coming occasionally in the evening 
also. until. four years ago, he and his wife 
presented themselves for baptism. when 
thev both became members with us. Our 
brother suffered greatly from failing health 
for years. though he never complained. 
Tboui,h e:i::periencingmuch discomfort night 
and day. he wa• always patient and cheer
ful. readv at all times to converse with 
fellow-piJg-rims upon the best themes. After 
much pain. borne with quietness and resigna
tion. he was at last compelled to seek 
hospital treatment. not knowing what his 
malady reall)' was. The doctors declared it 
to be cancer, and said they could do but 
little for him. He was visited frequently 
while there. both by myself and the devoted 
wife, who now ji;i, c-a1led to mo11rn bis 
departure. He spoke freqnently concerning 
the sovereignty of God, and the freeness of 
salvation. He mentioned with deep feeling 
the mercy of the Lord to himself, as being 
tote.II\' undeserved on his part. Almost the 
last words he said before passing into a state 
of UDCODRCiOUF!IleSB were : "I want to go 
home." Though apparently not favoured, 
as some are, with ecstatic joy and strong 
af.isuranf•e, there wa1, throughout bi 1, lament-
a hie aflliclion. as there had been in hi• 
previous life in the world, a calm, Hteady 
trust and confidence in God and in ChriBI. 
Ma.y t be Lord comfort bis sorrowing widow, 
and f!raciously enable his son• and daughters 
to follo,v him, as be followed his Lord. 
-A. E. R-

RUTH LAWUENCE. 
At Fleet !Hants. ), on June 2nd, l!J03, Huth. 

tbe much loved daugblcr of J. G. and E. 

Lawrence, wns cnlled home. We believe our 
dMr child was a subject of the workings of 
the Spirit of God in her early chlldhoo,I 
being very cotH1cious and sensitive to evil' 
the fruits and effects of restraining grace' 
She was a willing and studious attendant at 
Sundny-school, as also at public worship 
from which she was never willingly absent' 
When about 14 the convictions of sin wer~ 
deepened, so that she could not rest till she 
could learn that Jesus was her Saviour 
This gave her many errands to the thron~ 
of grace. Eventually the answer came in 
het own simple statement: "I saw that 
Jesus had died for me, and that He is my 
Saviour." She eventu&Jly expressed her 
desire to be baptized, &nd h&ving stated her 
experience to the Chnrch she was accepted 
and baptized by Mr. E. Mtdhurst the first 
Lord's-day in January, 1~97, rem&inin~ a 
qniet anct consistent member till her dee.th 
arter three years of painful suffering, born~ 
with resignation and patience; but latterly 
longing to be gone from sin and suffering' 
often exclaiming with the Psalmist," How 
long, 0 Lord? how Jong?" She was interred 
by her esteemed and sympathising pastor, 
in the presence of other dear friends, there 
to await the resurrection morn. -JOSIAH, 

REBEKAH LING. 
On August 13th, our beloved sister 

departed this life to be for ever with the 
Lord. She had been a member with us at 
Erith twenty years. 

MRS.. ANN TAYLOR, 
of Hitcham, Suffolk. the widow of the late 
Maurice Taylor (whose death was reported 
in our July number), after e. painful atllic
tion. peacefully passed away on May 6th to 
be for ever with the Lord, the object of her 
love and trust. Our sister was cnlled by 
grace in her early days, and constrained to 
follow her Lord in the ordinance of 
believers' baptism and unite herself with 
the p_eople of God at Wattisham. She was a 
consistent member till the day of her death. 
On May 13th all that was mortnl was laid to 
rest in our burial ground at Wattisham, the 
service being conducted by our pastor. 

"Secure from every mortal care, 
. By sin and sorrow vexed no more, 
Eternal happiness tbey sl:.are, 

Who are not Jost but gone before." 

-W, DEAVES. 

GEORGE TOWNSHEND, 
pastor of the Slrict Baptist Church at Stow
in-the-Wold e.nd Icomb. Whilst preaching at 
Stow on the 10th of May, from Rom. viii. I, 
our brother was taken ill, and had to be 
lodged in the house of one of the members, 
where he remained until the following 
Friday. .He was then removed to his own 
home, but in a day or so grew worse. He 
lingered until the Monday, was rnry happy, 
and, repeating pnrt of the hymn, 

"The glory shines before me, 
I cannot linger here," 

he sweetly fell nsleep on the 25th May, aged 
70. He was interred at Cheltenham Cemetery 
on Saturday, May 30th, 1903. A good man, 
and full of righleou•ness, it could he well 
said of him be would hove run in kindness 
to help anyone, had there been no bell to 
shun or heavc-n to gain by grace. He was a 
free grace preacher, and the Church at Slow 
bave •ustained a grent Joss. May the Lord 
be with them, and raise up another hke 
him,-J, FLOllY. 



"CHRIST IS GOD'S." 
(1 Cor. iii. 23). 

BY JOHN HAZELTON. 

GOD can educe good from seeming evil. Much that was deplorable 
was in existence in the Church at Corinth ; but this led to Paul's 

writing, by the illBpiration of the Holy Spirit, the sublime statements of 
which our text is the last. It naturally leads to the consideration of a 
great and important theme-THE RELATION IN WHICH THE LORD JF.SU~ 
CHRIST STANDS TO Gon. To this, let our thoughts be directed. 

Attention ought, perhaps, to be invited to the fact that CHRIST rn 
Gon's SoN. I, however, refrain from discussing this critical and debatable 
subject. He is the "beloved" and "only begotten Son" of the Father, 
whom He " gave," and "sent into the world," and " sealed " for the 
holy work which had been by covenant entrusted to Him. All that these 
and similar expressions, express and imply, so far as I am favoured to 
apprehend their meaning, I reverently believe. 

I, however, feel most at home in preaching Him in His Mediatorial 
character. He was appointed and anointed to stand, live, bleed, die, 
rise and minister in Heaven perpetually, as the Mediator between God 
and man, and I love to present Him as such. 

Abstract Deity I make no attempt to preach. Of God out of Christ 
I know nothing, for 

"Till God in human flesh I see, 
My thoughts no comfort find; 

The holy, just and Sacred Three 
Are tenrors to my mind. 

But if Emanuel's face appear, 
My hope, my joy, begins; 

His name forbids my slavish fear, 
His grace removes my sins." 

Firstly, He is the SUPREME REVEALER and the PERSONAL REVELA
TION OF Gon. 

To stand face to face with the Infinite, to draw near to Him " who 
dwells in the light unto which no man can approucb," and to hold inter
course with Him who is so "great that we know Him not," are actions 
utterly beyond the power of finite and sinful creatures. In Christ, 
however, we are made nigh by His blood, draw near to God by His 
grace, and have communion through Him at the mercy-seat. 

The majesty of the Master's person is His qualification thus to make 
God known to us. He must Himself be able to perceive the glory of 
God and," No man knoweth the Father save the Son." Deity only can 
comprehend Deity. This, the Saviour's Divine nature enables Him 
to do. 

The Revealer of God to men must also Himself be a man, in order 
that the things which He makes known, may be presented in such a 

VoL. LIX. OCTOBER, 1908. T 
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way that men may apprehend them. He thinks with a human mind 
and feels with a human heart. How slow of perception we are H~ 
knoWB, and He brings spiritual facts before us, e.s we are able to' bear 
them. God who spoke to men in various ways in the ages that are past 
" bath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son." ' 

~? creature possess~s ~ssential Deity, a_nd therefore none could fully 
exh1b1t and present His mscrutable and meffable glory. This is the 
pre-eminent prerogative of "the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom 
of the Father." He is" the image of the Invisible God." In Christ 
and in Him only, can we so consider and contemplate God as to ador~ 
and love Him. Faith beholds Christ, and " he that bath seen Him bath 
seen the Father." He that knows Him, knows all that is necessary for 
saving and sanctifying purposes. If we try to contemplate the infinitely 
glorious One out of Christ, all is confusion ; but the believing mind bein()' 
fixed on Him, finds there all that its utmost capacities can require for satiit 
faction and peace. He thRt embraces Christ embraces God in Christ. 

Hence in Him, all the Divine attributes shine with softened lustre 
and their dazzling splendour is rendered attractive to the vision of 
spiritual men. In Him, the mysteries of the being and character of God 
appear in proportion and in harmony. The thoughts of Jehovah are 
simplified. Were God out of Christ to speak, His voice would be so 
awful that we could neither hear nor heed it ; but in Christ His utter
ances are translated into language that we can understand, and they are 
spoken so gently that "His doctrine distils as the dew." 

2. CHRIST IS Gon's LINK, connecting God with His people and His 
people with their God. The two natures which are united in His com
plex person caused Him to be deeply interested in both parties. As God, 
He entertained the deepest concern for the honour and glory of the God 
of Heaven ; as Man, His heart was drawn out to ensure the highest 
interests of the men, whose cause He represents. 

Christ is a living link between His Church and their God, vital and 
sentient, and full of feeling, sympathy, and love. He is a soft and tender 
link, expressing and conveying Divine love in all its fulness of infinite 
and everlasting affection ; yet so strong that it has held and still holds the 
elect of God in eternal security ; and a uniting link connecting Divine 
Jove with its objects, God's glory with His people's happiness, and the 
salvation of countless myriads of sinners with the unimpeachable justice, 
the legal integrity and the unswerving equity of the" Judge of all." 

Adam was the head of the Covenant of works-the representative of 
humanity, a public person on whose conduct, when under the probation 
of Eden, the destiny of mankind depended. Hence he was for a sPason 
the link which held God and the world together. It was, as we know, 
subjected to a strain so terribly tremendous, that it proved unequal to the 
tension and broke asunder, and so, '' by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation; " " by one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners," a.nd the reign of sin unto death was 
inaugurated. Paradise was lost, the entire race doomed and deg-raded, 
and death " brought into our world and all our woe.'' 

Christ, the last Adam, is God's link, and how great the strain to 
which it has been subjected ! It is, however, fraught with the power of 
Omnipotence, and it holds God to all His chosen ones, and all His chosen 
ones to Him. They fell in the first Adam, but are preserved in Jesus, 
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in Whose "obedience" " many shall be made righteous" and be held to 
God and/or God by Christ, the living Mediatorial link, " for ever and 
ever." 

3. CHRIST IS THE CHANNEL by which all God's covenant gifts flow 
from His throne to His beloved people. Some so-called pious persons 
seem to be satisfied with a religion without Mediation, but between the 
Lord and sinners there is a great gulf fixed, which, apart from Christ, 
can never be crossed. We sing :-

" Dear God, the treasures of Thy love 
Are everlasting mines, 

Deep as our helpless miseries are, 
And boundless as our sine." 

But the question arises, How can all this Divine wealth reach the 
sinners for whom it is prepared and designed ? The answer is found 
iu Jesus only. The gifts that can make us supremely happy are 
entrusted to Him, and conveyed by Him to all whom God purposes 
to bless. Of Hezekiah we read that "he made a pool and a conduit, 
and brought water into the city" (2 Kings xx. 20), and God having 
deposited all covenant blessings in the reservoir of exhaustless grace, 
conveys it by Christ, the personal Conduit or Mediatorial Channel, into 
the city called Zion, where His people are found. 

4. He is the greatest and supremest EXPRESSION OF Gon's LOVE. 
No true love can be a passive and inoperative principle. It must 
think and act for its endeared objects. It must benefit and enrich 
them. How wide, how deep, how broad, how high, shall we say that 
the love of God is ? Words of definition or description are futile as 
replies, but· I measure the Father's love by " His unspeakable gift," 
and judge how He estimates His Church by the grandeur, grace, and 
glory of " His own Son," whom He "spa.red not, but delivered Him 
up for us all." 

Hence through Him, as the expression and exposition of the love 
of God, we are brought to love God Himself. "We love Him because 
He first loved us." " In this was manifested the love of God toward 
us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world that we 
might live through Him." 

Do I love God ? If so, how came this fa.et about that I, whose dark 
and benighted mind wo.s once enmity to Him, now regard Him with 
equanimity and complacency-yea, with the highest and deepest love of 
which my immortal mind, now that it is renewed by grace and 
spiritualised, is capable. How ? " Because the love of God is shed 
abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghost which is given unto me," and 
this because He has infused this holy affection by the manifestation of 
Christ to my soul. Every gracious operation of the Spirit has the closest 
connection with Christ, as the fullest and final embodiment and expres
sion of the boundless love of God to His people. 

5. The dear Redeemer is Gon's ALL-that is to say, all that the 
great word,'' Gon," expresses, involves and implies is in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hence we are informed that "in Him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily." He is the personal and perfect embodiment of 
all the attributes and perfections of Deity, for all the fulness of the 
Divine nature resides in Him. Creation and Providence are but a part 
of the ways of the infiniLcly glorious Jehovah. In His moral govern-
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ment He is more fully displayed, but in Christ there is the whole 
of God. 

Hence Jesus was God's ultimate gift, which even He could never 
repeat or exceed. Heaven WBB rich, but it could boast no second Jesus 
Christ. God is infinite in wealth aud resource. He, however, poBBeBBed 
one and but one "only begotten Son," and in giving Him His gift 
equalled Himself. Divine liberality found its limit in bestowing Jesus 
Christ. God had no other sach gift-none so precious as He. 

G. Christ is again Gon's SACRIFICIAL LAMB. "The soul that sinneth 
it shall die." ' Without shedding of blood there is no remission of sins." 
These are words of unalterable importance, and God will never revoke 
them or modify their terrible severity. Where He sees sin, He must 
sooner or later smite, and the blow of His punitive hand, means eternal 
woe, to all on whom it descends. But He of old chose a people whom 
He" predestinated to the adoption of children.'' He resolved to justify 
to pardon, and to accept them and to receive them to the place of honour' 
by His throne and near His heart. But " all sinned and came short of 
His glory" and were exposed to the curse af His holy law. How should 
His covenant purposes have their course ? Should sin be unpunished ? 
This could never be. Should they be spared, in pitying mercy ? Should 
His demands be mitigated, His curse be revoked, and His Law be dis
regarded? Nay, He could never suffer His sovereignty to subvert the 
claims of His throne. Tremendous problem I but one that found its 
solution in the Atonement of Jesus Christ. The dear, dying Sufferer is 
the personal reply to every question that could be raised. " How can 
man be just with God ? " " How can sovereign love and unimpeachable 
Justice be both displayed ? " " How can God express His infinite and 
unquenchable hatred to sin, and fold a poor sinner to His bosom in the 
embrace of infinite love ? " .A.ll these and a hundred kindred questions 
find their satisfactory reply in the one sentence-" Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world." He that was God's gift, 
has put sin away by the sacrifice of Himself. The Law is magnified, the 
claims of the Throne met, eternal righteousnesil brought in, and peace 
with God ensured on the eternal basis of the Saviour's gloriously com
pletro work. 

Christ is, lastly, God's .A.MEN. This expreBBive word has, as you are 
aware, a different meaning, when conveying a Divine thought, to what 
it has when employed by His people. To us, it is a summarising the 
reqnests which have formed our prayer, the gathering into one of the 
several petitions we have presented at the throne of grace, with the 
addition "so mote-or, so let it bE." With God its signification is 
rather, "It shall be." Having announced His purpose, declared His 
determination, expressed His inflexible and immutable will, He knows that 
His Son is wise and powerful and righteous enough to carry His declara
tions into effect. In sublime reliance on His own resources, Christ thus 
concludes the statement of His intention with the confirming word 
"Amen, it ~hall be done." In this sense our Lord is God's "Amen," 
e11suring the performance and completion of every expressed purpose 
of His Father. Does Heaven design the salvation of a sinner? God's 
i,ersonal "Amen " undertakes that it shall be done. " The pleasure of the 
Lord shall pmsper in His hand." The poor guilty creature will stand 
condemned under the curse of a broken Law ; yet a voice from the Throne 
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declares that he shall be eo justified and forgiven that he shall "never 
be ashamed and confounded world without end." Can this be ensured ? 
Yes, for the personal "Amen" has said, " I will be Surety for him ; I 
will represent him ; I will obey for him ; I will bleed and die for him ; 
saved he shall be, for My word is passed and Thy will in relation to him 
shall be carried out." Hence the gree.tne3s of Christ and the preciousness 
of His blood, ensure the security of His people, the success of God's 
Cause on earth, the overthrow of all His enemies, and th9 home-going of 
all He loves. 

" Now to the Lamb that once we.a slain 
Be endless blessings pa.id ; 

Se.lvation, honour, joy, reme.in 
For ever on Thy head I " 

THE FLOWERET'S LESSON. 
BY BASIL ARNOLD. 

"To me, the meanest flower the.t blows, can give 
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears." 

WORDSWORTH," Intime.tions of Immortality." 

YON little flower, growing on the hill-side, is a parable of Salvation
an illustration of what has occurred for and within every living 

child of God. • 
A flower is the realisation of a Divine thought : the visible presenta

tion of an ideal, which of old existed in the mind of its infini1ely 
glorious Creator. 

It was once a seed, which, by some means, found its way to the place 
where now we see its fair and fragile form. Had man a hand in the 
matter? Nay. "Thie also cometh forth from the Lord of Hosts, who 
is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working." 

Think of the forces which co-operated to ensure the germination and 
the growth to maturity of the flower we have in view. The clouds above 
must have travelled to that spot, and there discharged their liquid 
treasures. The royal Sun must have poured down its wealth of light 
and heat. The wind must have blown, and brought on its unseen wings 
the carbon in gaseous form and the other elements essential to its 
struggling existence. The Earth must have given it nutriment from her 
bosom. Thus, from the far-of!' centre of the Solar System, from the blue 
vault of the upper sky-from distant continents which the restless 
breezes traverse in their uncontrolled course, and from the laboratory of 
Nature where the springs of vitality have their secret sources, a hundred 
contributions must meet and combine, ere one little daisy could lift its 
crested head, or one sprig of purple heather blossom in its mountain 
home. 

So with e. Christian. He was the object of Divine consideration 
from e.11 eternity. His being and well-being a.re realisations of an ideal 
of J ehove.h's, for he was beheld and " loved with the highest love of 
God before the world began," and his location was predetermined, since 
God, "Who made all na.tions of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth," also "determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation." 

The reception of the message of Covenant mercy by this elect and 
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redeemed sinner was likewise ensured, for" as the rain cometh down and 
the snow from heaven and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth 
and me.keth it bring forth and bud," so'' My word shall accomr,lish that 
which I plee.se; it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. ' 

Does the smallest flower require the influence of the Sun in all his 
glory----ere it can grow and thrive ? So a whole Christ must be mine, or 
saved I can never be. AU His merit must avail for me. All the virtue 
of His blood must be expended on me, or I shall never be cleansed. All 
the potent prevalency of His intercession must be urged, or I shall 
remain unforgiven. All the love of His heart must be ensured to me, or I 
shall pine in lonely and abject sorrow for ever. 

Must the Atmosphere be the floweret's friend, must the gale breathe 
gently, and the rough north wind blow, in order that it may develop 
its inherent vitality, and put forth its buds and leaves? So must the 
Holy Ghost, with energy Divine, quicken the soul, and then" cherish 
the life He first ge.ve." Apart from the life-inspiring air, the flower 
would pine and die, and 

"Like wind the Spirit gently blows, 
His sweet celestial breath ; 

And when by faith we feel the breeze, 
We rise from sin and death. 

He comes to whom, and when and where, 
And in the way that He 

Is pleased with men in grace to act, 
1n perfect sover'nty." 

Had the Soil-that strange commingling of me.ny elements-to give 
space to the germinating and growing plant, and yield silex and 
phosphates and other substances the very names of which I know not, 
to form the basis of which its structure is formed ; and injust such con
ditions and proportions that its unseen roots might feed on them and 
form them into its own proper substance ? 

So has the Lord the Spirit provided for all God's people the spiritual 
environment which they need ; and imparted to them the power of 
spiritual reception and incorporation. '' Rooted and grounded in love," 
they assimilate the rich treasures of the Inspired Book, and Jehovah's 
thoughts become their thoughts, and their characters are permeated with 
"the mind of Christ," Who becomes the sustenance and substance, the 
vitality and vigour of their live3 as the saints of God (Psa. xxvii. 1, 2). 

Wonderful transmutation l Something from the unseen earth becomes 
the floweret's Rtalk, and leaves, and buds, and blossoms, and seeds. So, 
"out of the fulness" •of the living Saviour, "all we receive," and He is 
"in us"-" the Hope of Glory." The truth of God becomes an inner 
power, and "we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter iii. 18, R.V.). 

Little flower, if thou hast taught me aught, I will thank thee, and 
bless Him who made thee a messenger to my waiting heart. 

Goo's people, when the work of grace i.s begun in reality and ~arr~ed 
on with power in their souls, are no Jess resolute to put away their s1~s 
by confession and repentance, than Christ was to put them away by His 
bloodshedding and self-sacrifice.-Ru/us. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY THOMAS JONES. 

"In whom ye e.lso trusted after the.t ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your se.lvation: In whom 11,lso, 11,fter the.t ye believed (or having believed, R.V.), 
ye were see.led with the.t Holy Spirit of promise, which is the ea.meet of our 
inherite.noe, until the redemption of the purche.sed possession, unto the praise of 
His glory." 

U~ UR le.at meditation wae upon the words-" The Gospel of your 
salvation." Let us now consider the effects and advantages which 

follow its reception, on the lines laid down in the Scripture before ns. 
The first subject which claims attention is 

THE SEALING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

It is here necessary to fix our minds upon the important truth expressed 
in the opening statement, "In whom having also believed" (R.V.). 
Emphasis must be laid upon the word" whom," because the Lord Jesus 
is the centre of the whole evangelical system. " Grace " and " truth " 
came by Him. Truth and grace, blessing and promise, are all in Him, 
"in whom" not only "dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily," 
but "in whom" "the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" are also all 
"hidden." The Book of Inspiration reveals Him. The Gospel discloses 
the glory of His person, the beauty of His character, and the precious
ness of His name. He is the " Author of salvation," the "High Priest 
of our profession," "the beginner and finisher of our faith." 

The words before us clearly indicate that Jesus is the object of the faith 
of God's elect. To Him men are led by the Spirit to find deliverance 
from sin and death ; since " by Him everyone that believeth is justified 
from all things," and faith in Him is the only appointed means of 
pardon, peace and reconciliation to God. The realization of these 
blessings, under the gracious teaching and mysterious and merciful 
drawing of the Holy Spirit, in some measure, characterises the early 
stages of all true Christian experience. 

This we have advanced, to enforce the truth that "believing" in 
Christ, as a sinner needing salvation, precedes the "sealing" of which 
our text speaks, and of which we may not at first be spiritually conscious.• 

• Without wishing to be oe.ptious or hyperoriticu.l, we hu.ve often questioned 
the Soripturalness of the verse:-

" God did love them in His Son 
Long before the world begun ; 
'l!hey the seal of this reoeive, 
When on Jesus they believe." 

There me.y be e. long interval between Faith's first e.pproe.ch to Christ, e.nd the 
sealing of the Holy Spirit. 

Should the reader be in soul trouble, our Friend's e.rtiole may prove exceedingly 
helpful, while, if addressed to the Great Comforter, the following words might 
be an u.ppropriate prayer :-

" Dost Thou not dwell in e.11 the saints 
And see.I them heirs of hee.ven? 

Why wilt Thou banish MY comple.ints, 
And show MY sins forgiven? 

Assure MY oonsoienoe of her pa.rt 
In the Redeemer's blood, 

And bear Thy witness in MY bee.rt 
That lam born of God."-EDITOR. 
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The rell8on is obvious. It is neither the earliest nor the last gracious 
act of God in and upon the souls of His people. It comts between their 
J_ieg-enera~ion and the final ?onsum!llation of their Salvation. Sealing 
literally s1gmfies the act of 1mpressmg the likeness of one thing upon 
another-the production by pressure of the device engraven on a seal 
upon a plastic object. The mystical sealing of the Spirit, therefore 
c?nsists in His imprinting on the soul, the Divine light, purity, holiness' 
rig~teousness, goodness, blessedness and joy, which primarily and pre~ 
emrneutly belong to the Holy Ghost Himself. It is the impress on the 
heart of a true believer of the Divine image and the Spirit's sanctifying 
power. 

It is a proof of the unshaken steadiness of the children of God-since 
we find it conjoined with their establishment or confirmation, "Now 
He who stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 
who hath also sealed us, and given us the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts" (2 Cor. i. 21). He confirms us in the good way, and will 
continue so to do, "seeing" (as the words may be read) "that He both 
sealed us and gave us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts." 

Here, a quotation from an article by the Editor of this Magazine, 
which appeared in the Gospel Herald for 1882 (page 106) may be 
introduced. It is therein suggested that the metaphor of the 
sealing of the Spirit "may be founded on a custom well known to have 
obtained in many nations in earlier ages when slavery was universal. It 
often happened that a man who owned a slave, desired to record the fact 
on his person. An iron brand with his insignia or initials was prepared. 
This was made sufficiently hot to cauterise, and its impression was 
indelibly burnt into the living flesh of the hand, forehead or back. 

"How appropriate is this, if it prove to be the fact, on which our 
metaphor is baaed.• Between the indestructible impression of the 
bro,nding iron on the slave's living flesh, and the ineffaceable impression 
on the quickened soul, produced by the Spirit, there seem to us (as is 
the case with other Scripture metaphors) to be many pleasing points 
both of comparison and contrast. Both betoken unchallengeable owner
ship. Both are proceedings of a most definite character. Both are 
permanent. While one would be painful in the extreme, the other is 
most pleasing. One is degrading ; the other most honourable. One the 
sign of life-long slavery ; the other, of willing and grateful service, and 
the earnest of the glorious liberty of ' the day of Redemption.' " 

If this view could be substantiated, it suggests the firm and indelible 
impression of the graces of the Holy Spirit. By this sealing, tho~e who 
are sealed are rendered inviolable or sacred ; and God hereby declares 
that they are His peculiar properlly, which He will never suffer to be 
alienated. Such a sea.ling assuredly indicates the security of believers 
and their /reservation from apoetacy-their victory l!>Ver all opposing 
forces, an their final triumph over sin and death. . 

Sumething should also be said concerning the immediate effects of this 
Di.ine ~ealing upon the heart, so that those who have been thus fe.voure~ 
may know whether they possess the evidences of salvation which it 

• The writer of the Article had a vague recollection of having met with the idea. 
ln a volume in the library of his College in 1863-but what book it wa.e, e_vaded 
his memory in 1882, as it does still. He would be thankful to know if any 
reader has met with the thought elsewhere,-EDITOB, 
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prese!1ts. Such should bear in mind. that this gracious sealing makes 
certam to us our personal interest in Christ, and is the Divine attestation 
to believing souls of their admission into the favour of God. It "is not 
the work of FaiLh. but it is the work of the Spirit upon Faith, assuric:g 
the soul of its estate in grace." Hence there are certain features by 
which this sealing is known to God's children. It is a secret voice, or 
witness to the soul, that we are the '' sons of God;" and, acrain, a voice 
or speech in us to God, causing us to have access " with boldness" to 
the throne of grace. The convincing a man of the truth of any promise, 
and giving an assurance of its verity, so that his heart C'l.n rest upon it, 
must be wrought in him by the Holy Spirit, and such work is called 
"sealing." Goodwin has well said: "It is the Father's love which is 
sealed up to us, it is the Son in whom we are sealed, and it is the Holy 
Spirit by whom we are sealed. 

We proceed to our next subject, which is-

THE EARNEST OF THE SPIRIT. 

An earnest is money given and received as a token of intention to pay 
the whole of a debt-and thus of a small portion of a promised benefit 
or gift which is to follow. Here" the earnest of oar inheritance" is 
llod's pledge of the coming weight of glory which He will bestow on 
us. Just as the first-fruits were the pledge of the ensuing harvest to 
His ancient people, so the grdces and comforts of the Gospel, are to a 
Christian the anticipations and foretastes of the happineis which awaits 
him in heaven. The indwelling Spirit creates a desire for" the inherit
ance which is incorruptible and undefiled," and Hope eagerly anticipates 
it. May we not, then, call the " earnest of the Spirit," the first instal
ment of the good things in reserve, a security until the promises are 
completely realised ? Such are the sentiments we often sing with 
delight:-

"Yes I to the end she.11 endure, 
As sure as the earnest is given ; 

More he.ppy, but not more secure, 
The glorified spirits in hea.v'n ! " 

What consolation, help, and encouragement to all who are sealed, and 
possess the "earnes, of the Spirit." There can be no falling out of the 
way. The gift of the Spirit, His graces and assurances constitute this 
•· earnest," and our Lord assures us that "the Comforter shall abide with 
us for ever.'' So, then, they who possess the earnest, must receive the 
glory in the" day of His appearing.'' 

This view is confirmed by the expressive terms here employed by the 
Holy Spirit. For example, " our inheritance " is mentioned. This is 
twofold. It consists of our preeent possessions, which are those of son
ship and heirship. Thus, in Rom. viii. 17, we are said to be " heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ." 

This is, however, far from being all that the word "inheritance" 
here expresses and involves. •• How great is the goodness which the 
Lord has laid up for them that fear Him "-as well as that " which 
He has wrought for them that trust in Him" (Psa. xxxi. l!l)-who are 
"becrotten aaain to the living hope" of the future realisation of the joys 
and glories of "the inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away" (1 Pet. i. 4). Thus "glory's foretaste makes 
ns sing"-

V 
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" I have a heritage of joy 
That yet I must not see : 

The hand that bled to make it mine 
Is keeping it for me." 

The third subject presented by our verse is 
THE REDEMPTION OF THE PURCHASED POSSESSION. 

Care must be taken to interpret the word " redemption " in this place 
rightly. Redemption by price-by the sacrifice of Christ-by the 
shedding of His pure and precious blood-is not the truth here intended. 
There was no need of an " earnest " of what had already been com
pleted. Not this, but rather its application, as referred to in Ephes. 
iv. 30 as a being "sealed unto the day of redemption" is intended. It, 
therefore, refers to our complete and final triumph over all sin, and 
eternal deliverance from all evil. Redemption consummated is glory 
realised, victory g111ined, the cross abandoned, the crown obtained. 

Lastly, "the purchased possession """ claims our attention. This refers 
to our complete deliverance from sin, and our full realization of the 
eternal salvation acquired for us by our beloved Lord-" unto the praise 
of whose glory" Heaven's untiring song sh~ll ascend for ever and ever. 
Meanwhile, may the beautiful words, so frequently employed, express the 
feelings of our hearl!s :- "Almighty God, may it please Thee, of Thy 
gracious goodness,- shortly to accomplish: the number of Thine elect, and 
to hasten Thy kingdom ; that we, with all those that are departed in the 
true faith of Thy Holy Name, may have our perfect consummation and 
bliss, both in body and soul, in Thy eternal and everlasting glory ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 

TREES OF ·rHE LORD'S PLANTING. 
BY JOHN JULL, CAMBRIDGE. 

"That they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that He might be glorified." - Isa. lxi. 3. 

" Like yonder tree, whose tall, majestic form 
8miles in the sunlight and resists the storm ; 
The Christian stands. of a good Hope possess'd, 
Belov'd of men, and by his Saviour bless'd. 
For favours grateful. while with him they stay, 
Calm and unmurm'ring should they pass a.way: 
Rteadfa.st in Faith, whatever changes come, 
Content to live, yet calling Heaven his home.'' 

THIS chapter commences with a prediction of tbe Lord Jesus, which 
is peculiarly vivid and solemn from its introducing Him as speaking 

in His own person, of the office He should sustain and the ministry He 
should exercise. Of this, the gracious results are foretold. Those whose 
welfare He should secure would be invested with festive apparel instead 
of the signs and tokens of bereavement and mourning ; the ~pirit of 
heaviness would be exchanged for the garment of praise, and, by a 

•" Purchased possession." The word here used is elsewhere rendered-" to 
obtain salvation." "To the saving of the soul." "A peculiar people." (See 
1 Thess. v. 9; Heh. x. 39; I Pet. ii. 9). The latter may be read, "a people of 
acquirement," or "an acquisition to Himself," an obtaining-a laying up.
AuTHOB's NOTE. 
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sudden transition of figure not infrequent in the writings of Isaiah, 
they should '' be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that He might be glorified." 

The language of our text is easy, natural, and striking. Trees are 
objects of almost universal admiration. Their graceful forms, their 
umbrageous branches, their verdant leaves, their changing aspect, vary
ing as the seasons roll on in their course, all delight the eye and increase 
the charm of the landscape. 

As emblems of sincere Christians, they are most suggestive. Does a 
noble tree present vegetable life in its highest form ? "A Christian is 
the highest style of man." Is it a beautiful exemplification of the 
creative power of God ? "A brave God-fearing man" is a living attes
tation to the glory of His grace." Thus it leads the mind from "Nature 
up to Nature's God," from a visible object which owes its existence to 
Him, to His saints in whose being and well-being His character is so 
wonderfully displayed. 

We shall consider: These Trees and their plantation-The Title by 
which they are distinguished and described; and, The Object designed ancl 
secured by them. 

1.-THE TREES AND THEIR PLANTING. Of these, we read that they 
are the "planting of the Lord," as elsewhere reference is, also made to 
"the branch of His planting, the work of His hands" (chap. Ix. 21). 

It is a question which none who occupy a place among " the trees of 
the Lord,'' who, in other words, are· associated in open fellowship and 
public worship with His people, should evade, " by whom they were 
planted." That some of the trees so situated owe their position to other 
agencies, is evident from the warning of the Saviour : " Every tree 
which My Heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up " 
(Matt. xv. 13). 

There are self-planters who have thrust themselves into the garden 
of the Lord for gain or influence. Some have been planted by so-called 
priests, and imagine that by an act of the merest ritual, performed in their 
infancy, they became "the children of God and inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven." Some assume that they are right, in virtue of a formal 
profession, because they have complied with the requirements of popular 
religion, and feel and act as so many do, whose claim to be good and 
devout is never questioned. 

" Let us e.sk the important question, 
(Brethren, be not too secure), 

Whe,t is it to be e. Christie.n? 
How oe.n we our hee,rts e.ssure?" 

1. Our text replies. Planting is the removal of a tree from one locality 
and soil to another. So with the transition from death unto life, which 
commences the only religion which will ensure Heaven. The Spirit must 
remove a sinner from and to-" from " the ways of sin and the world 
in which he was ·born and found ease and pleasure, and " to" or "into " 
God's kincrdom on earth, thus changing his thoughts, affecti"ons, and 
plll suits i~to those that are appropriate to, and in harmony with his new 
associations and relations. 

Originally he grew up in the wild, dark forest of nature ; he is 
now rooted and grounded in the rich, fertile soil of the garden of 
the Lord. 
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2. Planting is an individual act. Trees are removed, in the way 
described, one by one. So when the Holy Spirit deals with elect and 
blood-bought sinners, each is affected personally. Grace acts on them as 
individuals. As solitary and lonely transgressors, they are brought 
under conviction, and led with broken he1i.rts and contrite spirits to 
the Saviour's feet. 

8. Transplanted trees are affected by their removal, and for a season 
suffer from the change. However careful the gardener may be, some of 
their roots are severed, some of their branches and twigs are bashed and 
broken; and, could they speak, they would express their painful 
consciousness of what they are passing through. 

So sinners, when "delivered from the power of darkness and trans
lated into the kingdom of God's dear Son," though the process be most 
gentle, know what has occurred between God and their souls. Their 
tastes, wishes, habits, and pursuits, the surroundings which are now 
congenial, the objects which attract their hearts, the great Hope which 
floods the future with the anticipation of victory and joy-all combine 
to assnre them of the momentous and Divine character of what has 
befallen them, through the mercy of God. 

4. Newly-planted trees live, thrive, and grow in their new situation. 
So the sinner renewed and removed by grace, takes hold of the Word of 
God and derives sustenance and strength from the rich provisions of the 
Gospel, in its adaptability and power to meet the needs of all to whom 
God has revealed the importance and preciousness of Christ. He stands 
rooted in the Atonement and the justifying righteousness of Jesus
stands in grace and " rejoices in the hope of the glory of God." 

5. The Lord in His work is ever successful. None of His planted 
trees have been known to die. Once planted, all will grow to vigour 
here, to muturity hereafter. , 

6. The transplanting of trees illustrates the sovereignty and power 
of the change which grace effects in relation to the salvation of a sinner. 
Where they grew, there they must remain, unless their owner remove'! 
them, and the determination so to do depends wholly on his pleasure. So 
the solemn and gracious operation which we have described is " accord
ing to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel 
of His own will." Men are passive; God, and He only, acts in this 
great matter. 

"No a.id He seeks, or duties e.sks 
Of us poor feeble worms ; 

All that eternal love decrees, 
Almighty power performs.'" 

II.-A DISTINGUISHING AND DESCRIPTIVE TITLE-'' Trees of 
righteousness." A righteous Hand planted them. Christ's righteous
ness is imputed to them. A righteous nature is implanted within them. 
Hence all with whom God has dealt in grace, are righteous as they stand 
approved in Christ, and they strive under the influence of the Spirit to ~e 
so, by their practical and continuous obedience to His will. Here their 
righteousness is spoken of as observed and admired by others. The 
graceful form and noble proportions of a fine tree strike all beholders. 
''Demetrius,'' an early Christian, had "good report of all men." "He 
that in these things serveLh Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of 
men." "They shall be called trees of righteousness.'' 

III.-THE END OR OBJECT DESIGNED AND SECURED-" that the 
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Lord may be glorified." All God's works result in His glory, but His 
works of grace redound far more to His praise than the other operations 
of llis hand. 

I Trees are planted for ornament, and the trees of God are orna
ment~ l, when (as Christians) they show a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the sight of God of great price, and when their open conduct "adorns 
the Gospel of God, our Saviour, in all things." 

2. Trees are planted for usefulness, and we who are planted by the 
Lord should try to be useful in His service. The sun shines not for 
himself, but for the benefit of everything on the face of the earth ; and 
we are so to shine, that men may on our account " glorify our Father 
which is in heaven." Our heavenly Father is glorified if we bear much 
fruit. 

3. Trees are planted/or their owner's profit. So, all God's planted 
trees yield a revenue of praise to His name. "Whether we live, we 
live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord." 

May the reader ask the question, "Am I a tree of the Lord's plant
ing ? " If not, how solemn it will be for you to die in your sins ! 

THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE. 
BY H. MORRIS WINCH, CHATTERIS. 

(John xiv. 6.) 

"Jeans, the spring of joys divine, 
Whence all our hopes e.nd comforts flow ; 

Jesus-no other no.me but Thine, 
Ce.n se.ve us from eternal woe. 

No other no.me will Hee.van approve ; 
Thou a.rt the true, the living we.y, 

Ordained by everlasting love, 
To the bright real.ms of endless de.y." 

NO recorded utterances in the world's history are comparable to those 
of our Divine Master ; and the declaration of our text is absolutely 

unique among the " gracious words" or sayings "which proceeded out 
of His mouth." 

It was spoken shortly before the Agony in the Garden and His death 
upon the Cross. He had enjoined them not to suffer their heart to be 
troubled ; but, as they already believed in God, to extend their trust to 
Him as the Son of the Father and the Mediator between God and men. 
The far-off world, which was His destination, was His Father's House
a house of" many mansions," or permanent abodes. His departure was 
indeed near at hand, but He would not fail to study their interests and 
ensure their felicity when absent. "I go to prepare a place for you." 

Thus "ye know whither I am going," and from the intimations 
I have already given.you, "ye know by what way, I shall make the journey." 

"Lord," exclaimed the melancholy Thomas, whom the Master's words 
sorely perplexed, "we do not know whither Thou art going, and how 
can we, therefore, possibly know the way ? " This question led to the 
full, compreheusive, and sweetly evangelical statement before us; upon 
which we shall make a few expository rema.rks: "I am the Way, and 
the Truth, and the Life" (R.V.). Let us consider it phrase by phrase. 
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"I AM THE WAY." The meaning of terms, which occur in o. 
metaphorical or figurative sense, can be most readily ascertained by 
studying their literal signific,mce. A way, is a road or path from one 
place to another, and hence the word is employed to indicate the means 
and method by which a transition from one social, moral, or spiritual 
condition to another is effected. It naturally suggests the two ideRB of 
the place or condition from which it leads, and that to which it con
ducts. Thus Christ is the way from condemnation to acquittal ; from 
slavery to freedom ; from the enmity of the carnal mind agaim1t God, to 
reconciliation to Him, and grateful admiration for His character and 
acquiescence in His ways ; from the love of practised and indulged sin, 
to the loyalty and obedience to His word, which His grace inspires. He 
is the way from our present sphere of change, disappointment and sorrow 
to the " land of pure delight ; " from the cares, conflicts, and tempta
tions which God's children must endure here to the "Father's house" 
of" many mansions," our" heritage of joy, which yet we may not see." 

The Lord Jesus has become this personal, comprehensive, and con
tinuous way, by His obedience "unto death, even the death of the 
Cross," having removed all obstacles, and rendered the progress of His 
people safe, secure, and certain by the shedding of His most precious 
blood. , 

The sinner who is convinced of his guilt and depravity, and enabled 
in the exercise of the Faith, which is the gift of God, to cast himself on 
the pity, the promise, and power of the Saviour, has already made his 
first advance toward Hea~en and God-and every future step will be a 
homeward one. 

"I .A.M THE TRUTH." The Truth is a verbal statement, which 
exactly represents tbe facts of a case. The basis of truth is fact-and 
our Lord here intimates that He personally and emphatically is the 
embodiment, expression, and exemplification of those great facts on 
which the welfare of men depends, and by the knowledge of which peace 
and joy are imparted to their hearts. 

In what He is, in what He said, and in what He "did and suffered 
for us here below," we may claim this memorable title for the dear 
Redeemer. His life on earth was an unbroken series of illustrations of 
what is right and true in God's sight. He translated God's will into 
acts of obedience and love, and manifested to all observers the character 
and conduct which the Most High regards with complacent approval. 
All that is pleasing in God's most holy sight found its exhibition in 
Him-warranting the sublime assertion, "I do always those things 
that please Him" (John viii. 29). 

He is the Truth, in that all His statements were absolutely true. He 
never distorted facts for the sake of effect ; or withheld any declaration 
which He ought to have advanced. Hence His evidence is wholly reliable ; 
the testimony of " the faithful and true witness " exactly corresponds 
with the facts which it was part of His covenant office to make known. 

He is the Truth in that He is the revelation of the Father-who hath 
in "these last days spoken unto us by" or, as the Revised Versi~n 
renders it, "in His Son.'' This declaration was pre-eminently His. 
"He that bath seen Me, bath seen the Father." He is the Truth in 
relation to His death for His people. Thousands upon thousands of 
sacrifices had been offered ere the uprearing of His cross, but their value 
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was merely ceremonial and typical, "for it is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins," 

11 But Christ the hee.venly Lamb, 
Te.kes e.11 our sins e.we.y ; 

A se.crifice of nobler na.me, 
And richer blood tha.n they." 

Thus to Him our iniquities could be really transferred ; He could 
make real, valid, and efficacious satisfaction for sin, and remove it for 
ever. Thus is He "the Truth." 

'' I AM THE LIFE." This must be understood in a special sense. 
Physical life is not referred to, nor is moral life, the sentient, intellectual 
principle which distinguishes men from the lower animals, and enables 
them to think intelligently, to distinguish between right and wrong, 
and renders them accountable for their conduct in God's sight. 

Spiritual Life-the Life infused into the heaven-born sons of Zion 
(Pea. cxxxiii. 3), the Life into which they pass from spiritual death, and 
of which love to the brethren is the great evidence (1 John iii. 14) 
-this is the form of life here intended by the Lord (1 John v. 11). 

This many Scriptures confirm. We read of Christ" who is our Life." 
"In Him was Life, and the Life was the light of men." Christianity is 
Christ in the Christian. True religion is the possession by a man of the 
Life of God in His soul. 

"I am the Life "-may we not say He is the Author, the Centre, the 
Source, and the Sustainer of the spiritual Life which animates the hearts 
?f all His people, and gives rise to the experience which we dee!ll so 
important and precious ? 

"The Way, and the Truth, and the Life." Reader, dost thou know 
aught of the grace of Jesus, the beloved of the Father, in these vitally 
important matters ? 

DEAD TO THE I.AW. 
BY H. NEWTON, WISBECH. 

11 Ye a.re become dea.d to the la.w by the body of Christ."-Rom. vii. 4, 
11 I through the la.w a.m dea.d to the la.w."-Ga.l. ii. 19. 

THE prayerful study of the above texts may help to a fuller estimation 
both of our Lord's unparalleled work, and of the believer's condition 

as the object and subject of Divine grace. 
I. "Ye are become dead to the Law by the body of Christ." By 

this expression we understand the human nature which He took into 
union with His eternal Godhead,-the body prepared for Him, in which 
He kept the Law, met all its claims, bore its curse and made an end of 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. The Church which He represented, thus 
became virtually dead to the Law, having in Him met all its demands, 
and endured its full penalty, thereby becoming no longer liable thereto. 
In Him we died. No law can demand payment of a dead person. 
Thus by the body of Christ we are "become dead to the Law." 

II. "I through the Law am dead to the Law." Here is pres~nted 
our becoming dead to the Law by another means, even by the Law -itself. 
This refers to the application of the Law in all its far-reaching and 
spiritual nature, to the conscience, by the Spirit's power ; the effect of 
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which is, that we become feelingly and experimentally dead to all hope 
of salvat10n by the deeds of the Law, and to all rower and ability to 
irnpro,e our condition in God's sight. 

The experience by which this conviction is reached, Paul has 
beautifully delineated. "I wos," he tells us, "alive without the Law 
once; but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died" 
(Rom. ,ii. 9 ). Bis meaning is plain. " life is a common figure not 
only for acti,ity but for happiness-including among other items those 
of security and peace." The apostle thus refers us to a page of his 
own past history, and presents what he himself bad experienced as an 
exemplification and confirmation of the truth : " I was at peace with 
myself ; unaware of the dreadful opposition of my heart to the nat,ure 
and requirements of God ; and consequently ignorant of the danger to 
which that opposition exposed me. When, however, by the unfolding 
of the true import of God's legal claims, I obtained a fuller perception 
of the nature and extent of the Law, 'sin revived.' 'l'he moral 
restraints which I had imposed upon myself, failed to restrain and 
vanquish the inbred sin of my heart any longer ; its opposition to what 
was pleasing to God was excited by the revelation of His nature, which 
the Law had brought home to me-and the sense of the existence of 
evil as a dominant power within me became so clear and incontro
vertible, that all my self-satisfaction and complacent persuasion that I VI as 
safe under the shadow of Sinai ceased, and I became consciously ai,d 
experimentally a doomed man on whom the Law's dread sentence bad 
been pronounced." So like many since, the language of bis heart was, 

" My former hopes e.re fled, 
My terror now begins ; 

I feel, alas I that I am dead 
In trespasses and sins." 

Very striking is the record in the "Memoirs of Kershaw" of the 
conversion of John Roby, a Banker of Rochdale. At once a gentleman 
and a scholar, he had, before his call by grace, been emintnt as an 
author and a lecturer ; was a foremost local politician, a great advo?ate 
of the union of Church and State, and the right-hand man of the Vicar 
of his Parish. His religion, however, was but a "form of godliness," 
of the power of which be bad no experience. Induced by circumsta!lc~s 
to attend a recently-built church, his eye was attracted by the art1Bt1c 
style of the gilt letters in which the Lord's Prayer e.nd Ten Command
ments over the Communion Table were written. Being early, he was 
led to read the latter with unusual attention, when a light and power 
from the Lord affected his soul, as it had never been before. He saw 
himself in the glass of God's Law-by which, when applied by the 
Spirit, "is the knowledge of sin ''-to be a lawbreaker, a transgressor, 
in thought, word, and deed. An awful terror and dread came upon 
him. Like Belshazzar, after he had seen "TEKEL, TEK~L" written _on 
the wall, his countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him. 
Wounded in spirit, he returned home with difficulty, but could find no 
peace. Like David, he was in a horrible pit and miry clay, shut up _as 
in a prison, with none to speak comfort to his soul ; while his daily 
cry was, 

"What she.II I do or whither flee 
To escape the vengeance due to me? " 
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Such an experience is as necessary to the soul, as ploughing is to a 
field, in order that the seed may fall into prepared ground, germinate, 
and bring forth fruit. It is compared by Paul to the death of a first 
husband, which opens the way for marriage with a second, even Jesus, 
"that we may bring forth fruit unto God" (Rom. vii. 1-4). If we 
are not feelingly and experimentally dead to the Law, by its own 
condemning and stripping power, we are not in a fit condition to realise 
by Faith, our union to Christ; as Kent says:-

" On self my dependence was le.id, 
I thought myself holy e.nd free; 

Till Sinai its terrors displayed, 
And drove me, dee.r Jesus, to Thee. 

Thus stripped by the precept at last, 
A debtor insolvent I am; 

My sins, both the present and past, 
Were pe.id in the blood of the Le.mb. 

From hence, this conclusion I draw, 
With Gospel e.ssure.nce, that he 

Whose heart was ne'er broke by the law, 
No sweets of the Gospel can see." 

III. The Law when thus doing its work, by the Spirit's power, 
etirs up wrath, strips off self-righteousness, thunders condemnation, 
chases the sinner out of every refuge of lies, brings him in guilty, and 
so stops his mouth. The sinner thus realises that he is cast upon 
the absolute sovereignty of God ; to own that he deserves to be punished 
for his iniquity ; to justify God, and humbly put his mouth in the dust 
as a suppliant for mercy. Thus he becomes dead to the Law by the 
Law, and is Divinely prepar~d to receive the Gospel of free and 
sovereign grace, and to apprehend by a heaven-born Faith his union 
with Christ, nothing less than which can satisfy his longing sonl. 

IV. The Scriptures are full of encouragement for those who are 
feelingly dead to the Law, and who realise their ruined, powerless, and 
destitute condition-such as feel their state as legally doomed sinners, 
who have nothing to pay and nothing to plead. '' Blessed are the 
poor in spirit," for " He regardeth the prayer of the destitute." " From 
heaven did the Lord behold the earth, to hear the groaning of the 
prisoner, and to loose those that are appointed to death." 

Reader, do these words describe thy case ? If so, may the Saviour 
speedily grant unto thee His peace and pardon ; and gather to Himself 
another poor, blind, deaf, dumb, and helpless sinner, to the glory of 
His holy Name. 

"JESUS is our Saviour in respect of each of His three great offices. 
As our Prophet, He saves by l(qht; as our Priest, He saves by blood; 
as our King, He saves by power."-John Hazelton. 

Gon speaks and I hear, commands and I obey; convinceth and I 
repent, comforts and I bless, and yet no voice is heard. No vision is 
seen, no angel appears, and sometimes no time elapses. since it is _done 
momentarily, '' in the twinkling of an eye." •• Iu a moment I believed 
and received the Gospel," said Cowper. This is how we hear and learn 
of the Father.-Ru/us. 
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OBITER DICTA. 
BY W. JEYES STYLES. 

Rcrni11iscences of James Wells. 

I WAS never but twice in the company of this truly illustrious man 
the longest interview being in the Vestry of the Surrey Tabernacl~ 

one Wednesday evening, in September, 1870, after the service. His 
uemeanour was that of a dignified and courtly gentleman of the old 
school, and I was struck with his gracious solicitude to draw rue out, 
and the almost respectful patience with which he listened to my answers 
to the questions with which he plied me. 

As I had but recently broken off my denominational connection 
with Mr. Spurgeon, and the Christians who were of his immediate fellow
ship, our conversation was naturally on this subject-How I had been 
led to abandon the" yea-and-nay" system ; whether my change of views 
had involved "soul-trouble," an expression which was often on his lips ; 
and other matters of a like character. 

Presently he enquired, " how Fullerite testimony affected me under 
my altered convictions." 

" Well," I replied, "us a rule, such preachers advance a grP;at deal 
of grand Covenant truth which I always enjoy, but the conditional 
clauses which they so frequently interject, spoil the whole. lt is as if 
you were having a spring salad for supper and greatly relishing the fresh, 
crisp vegetables, when all of a sudden you crunch a bit of stone, which 
sets all your teeth on edge and interferes with your relish for any more." 

This wholly unpremeditated explanation on my part, pleased him, 
and clapping his hand on his crossed 'knees, he answered, " Capital, 
that's just how I should feel myself." 

Of Mr. Spurgeon, he spoke with the affection and respect due to the 
saintly character and high position of that dear man of God, but he 
added, " I claim to have beaten him in the matter of this Tabernacle, 
as contrasted with his. We both went, here, there and everywhere, to 
get the money required for our great enterprises, but he appealed for 
colltctions from all sorts and de,criptions of congregations, W esleyans, 
Congregationalists, High Baptists, Low Baptists, Strict Baptists and 
Baptiste who were anything but Strict, while I never advocated my own 
cause anywhere, except where the truth was preached, or asked a penny 
of any people who were not in full sympathy with the Gospel in the 
form and manner in which I had always presented it. Now, that's 
something to say to tbe praise of God and the generosity of the people 
whom so many speak against. They built this place, and no one else." 

On parting, I felt that I had been in the presence of one of no 
ordinary power both of mind and heart. 

THE CHARM OF CERTITUDE. 

I once &.eked a friend who was met with under the ministry of J. W., 
to tell me, in a few words, wherein its charm and power lay. He is, 
I may say, a shrewd and successful man of business in the City of London, 
and fully competent to give a reliable opinion. It was this: 

" Because he was cock-sure about everything." 
In other words, he was like Paul, "always confident," and used 

'' ~-reat plainness of speech." 
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0. H. S. AND JAMES WELLS.-A UOMPARISO.N". 

IF I were asked to compare Spurgeon with Wells, I should liken the 
former to a candelabrum with a thousand pendants of prism-shaped 

glass, all lustrous with radiated light. C. H. S. was a series of brilliant 
effects, each of which was marvellous in its vigour and versatility. 
What Dryden said of the second Duke of Buckingham (Zimri) was, in a 
good sense, true of him :-

" A man so various, that he seemed to be 
Not one, but all mankind's epitome." 

I do not deem him to have been supremely great in any one thing, 
but his varied powers in combination were simply marvellous. A good 
preacher, a good expositor, a good lecturer, 11. good writer, a good 
hymnologist, a good organizer, a good President of his several Institu
tions, a good critic, he deserved, as he obtained, admiration and esteem 
in every character. 

Wells, on the other hand, was not an all-round man. His attempts 
at versifying are for the most part a mere unmusical jingle of words. 
His expositions are often far-fetched, and the matter of his Sermons, so 
curiously arranged that few, now that the charm of the living voice has 
ceased to work, care to read them. But as a Gospel preacher, set for 
the vocalization and defence of the Truth, and as a Pastor maintaining 
God's order at all costs and hazards, James Wells was incomparable. I 
once called him, the "Lord of the lion heart and eagle eye," nor would 
I recall the quotation. Rev. J. J. West styled him" that hero in the 
pulpit," and the appreciation was perfectly warranted. 

True, he did not astonish and dazzle one, like his /!Teat neighbour. 
C. H. S. We could not liken him to the chandalier with its wealth of 
lustrous pendants. He did not sparkle in fragments, but, to quote John 
Foster," shone whole, like e. mirror." Versatile, none could truly style 
him. He was too great a man for so pretty a compliment to fit him. 
He bad one aim, one object, one gospel. '' This one thing I do " 
summarises his glorious ministry. 

A lighthouse at night, shining over miles of stormy sea, always in 
one place, and always reliable, would be no bad figure to express his 
position and the value of his ministry. 

KINDLY AFFEOTIONED ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER. 
A STORY OF J. A:N'DREWS Jmrns. 

THE following story of the late late John Andrews Jones has never, 
we believe, been printed :-

During his ministry at Jireh Chapel, Brick Lane, the son of a 
widow, who was a member of the Church, went so terribly astray that 
at length, during a drunken debauch, he stabbed a companion to the 
heart and killed him. He was tried, found guilty, and condemned to be 
hanged on an appointed Monday. 

We may be sure that not only was prayer made to God continually 
for Di vine mercy to be shown to the poor lad's soul : but that the 
sincerest Christian sympathy was felt for his afflicted mother. The 
latter took a peculiar and practical form ; and arrangements were made 
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for a prayer-meeting to be held in the chapel at the time of the 
execution, and ~he was earnestly invited to be present. 

More, the tender-hearted pastor reflected that the moment in which the 
unhappy young man was launched into eternity would be one of unutter
able anguish to the poor old lady. This he determined to alleviate, and 
privately visiting the Clergyman of the Church (St. Luke's, Old-street) 
which was clos.i by, he explained the ci:cumstance to hi~, and earnestly 
asked as a great favour that the clock m the steeple might be thrown 
out of gear, so that it did not strike eight on the dolerul morning. This 
he kindly undertook should be done. As many friends as could 
assembled at the appointed time; and while one was engaged in prayer' 
the chape)-keeper, previously instructed, stopped the dial in the gallery'. 
The meetmg was a solemn one. Many true hearts went up to God in 
earnest supplication ; and none noticed the flight of time until hl\lf-past 
eight o'clock, when the Benediction brought the proceedings to a close 
and the friends were informed of the facts of the case. 

"MY MEMORY IS LIKE A SIEVE." 
AN ANECDOTE OF JOHN STEVENS. " I SO enjoy your sermons," observed an appreciative hearer to this 

great preacher, " but I grieve to say that I retain so few of the 
glorious truths you set before us. My memory seems like a sieve." 

" Madam," was the reply," were I to hold a sieve in the stream from 
your pump, how much water would it contain, when I withdrew it ? " 

'' None, Mr. Stevens, it would be empty. This is what I mean. I 
cannot carry your great thoughts away with me, when the service 
is over." 

"Ah, but would not the sieve be thoroughly wetted, though it 
retained none of the water ? Just so it may be with you. You may 
fail to remember the exact line of doctrine advanced, or the truths by 
which it was con.firmed and elucidated, but the grace of the opportunity 
of which you have availed yourself may abide with you, though you 
cannot recall how the preacher carried bis text, and are unable to 
recapitulate what you heard from his lips. Your soul may be refreshed 
with the heavenly moisture, as the sieve is wet with the water, even if 
your ,mnd fails to bold the sub5tance of an hour's discourse." 

The lady thanked him, and acknowledged the form of the blessing 
which his ministry had so often proved to her heart. 

Su-NSET RAYB.-"Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34).
And this when, trials nearly ended, the poor believer feels that he dare 
not lift up bis face toward heaven, and when his gracious Lord bas 
spoken: "I was an hungered and ye gave Mc meat." "Lord, when 
saw we Thee hungered or thirsty, or in prison, and ministered unto 
Thee ? " Oh ! poor, tried, humble believer, lift up thy face and see the 
Lord smile the light of heaven upon thee. Oh I listen, poor heart, and 
hear His voice. " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
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these, My brethren, ye have done it unto Me." Enter the kingdom cf 
light and life ; no darkness there, no more darkness for thee, the day of 
darkness passed, the light at evening time is shed upon and into thy 
soul. At evening time as thou passest it is Jicrht, and thou shalt be for 
ever in the light of the Lord God Almighty ~nd the Lamb, for it has 
been prepared for you from befor& the "foundation of the world."-A 
GARDEN LABOURER. 

THE TRUE PROPHET-THE MAN FOR TO-DAY, 

"And Jehoshe.phe.t ea.id, Is there not here e. prophet of the Lord?"-
1 Kings xxii. 7. 

FOUR HUNDRED prophets of old, once flaunted the name of the Lord, 
But they hid, in Expediency's sheath, Truth's keen e.nd invincible sword. 

Four hundred prophets conspired to flatter the king, in one breath, 
Cheering him on, in a pathway of carte.in failure and death I 

ONE stood alone in that hour-the glory of God his desire ; 
Stood like a rook in a st,orm I 'mid the raging of popular ire, 

Faithfullest warning, keen satire, metaphor vivid e.nd clear, 
Blent in his message, who counted not comfort, nor life itself, dear, 
In his teaching, who, fee.ring Jehovah, we.s proof to e.11 other fee.r ! 

Lord I in a world that is dying O ! grant Thy people's desire ! 
Send them true-hearted preachers, a.fie.me with Thy Spirit's fire I 

Men who will utter Thy Gospel, tho' lips in derision be curled, 
Knowing one soul's faintest birth-cry outvalues the praise of a world I 

Men who will seek lost sinners, groping in Midnight forlorn; 
Show how the Saviour's redemption, to them is the crimson of Dawn I 

Men to whom Jesus is GOD I-His Bible their guide and their trust I 
Send them, 0 Lord I-Let Thy Church "arise and shake herself from the dust ! " 

A. G. ROBBINS. 

BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT BOOKS. 

The Bible Translation Society. Sixty-
third Annual Report. 

IT ie indisputably the business of any 
who undertake to render a book from 
one lang-uage to another, to use words 
which correspond as nearly as possible 
with those in the original. In the case 
of the Holy Scriptures this duty is a 
most solemn a.nil weighty one. He that 
presents to his fellow-men what pur
ports to be an exaot verbal representa
tion of the thoughts of God, when he 
knows that other terms would effect this 
more correctly, is guilty of a high mis
demeanour which it were difficult to 
reprobate with sufficient emphasis. 
However harsh and ullcouth the trans
lation may seem ; however truth in the 
form advanced may differ from our own 
dogmatic or ecclesiastical ideas ; how
ever others may be offended, honesty 

should guide our pen; and as to issut s 
and consequences, Videat .d.ltissimu,s, 
" Let the Most High see " to these. 

A specific instance claims attention in 
connection with the Report before us. 
Certain versions of the New Testament 
in other tongues, ri1?htly render the 
Greek verb BAPTIZO by the well
understo0d word "immer~e," or its 
equivalent in the languages in which 
these transl11.tions are given-instead of 
the term "Baptise," which is a mere 
transliteration, and therefore a poor 
expediency-though generally adopted. 

For this, the reasons are obvious. On 
the manner of observing the first 
Ordinance of the Gospel, the professing 
Ohurch is divided-some Christians 
contending for the submerging of the 
wholo person under water, others for tbe 
application of a small quantity of water 
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only to the face. The vague word 
'' Baptise" is equally convenient to 
designate either method ; while the 
definite term " Immerse " can refer to 
tJ.1e first only. In the interests of peace 
and unity many therefore, deem the 
transliteration preferable to the transla
tion, and leave every candid reader to 
follow the persuasion of his own mind. 

This is the policy of the " British and 
Foreign Bible Society," which bas 
refused to sanction and circulate any 
of the Versions above referred to. 

Deeming this prejudicial to the 
inter68ts of the Truth, the "Bible 
Translation Society " is maintanied to 
print, publish, and send abroad the 
Versions which the older Society, for 
this reason only, declines to touoh. 

The question is a large one, and the 
Report not only helps to 11lucidate it, 
but records much honest and earnest 
evangelical work. Copies will be sent, 
and pecuniary help gratefully received, 
by the worthy Acting Secretary, Rev. 
P. G. Scorey, "Tintern," Crawley, 
Snseex. 

The Gospel Magazine, September, 1903. 
S. Arnold, 74, Strand, W.O. 

A SERIAL which has been issaed with 
unbroken continuity from the days of 
Toplady to the present time , and 
which still " contends earnestly for the 
Faith," or the distinguishing Doctrines 
of the Gospel, as these were advanced 
and defended by its first Editor, is a 
phenomenon nnparalleled, we believe, in 
religious literature. 

Moreover, not only are its Articles 
truthfol, but what is generally called 
" unction" or "eavour ·• pervades its 
enry page, and all is redolent of the 
"myrrh and aloes and cassia," the 
fragrance of which characterises the 
garments of the Great King. 

The above number is presented to its 
readers ande:c altered circumstances, as 
the Magazine has passed entirely into 
the hands of its Editor, who is now 
personally responsible for its publica
tion as well as for its literary manage
ment. "The prayers and practical 
co-operation of all who experiment.ally 
value the precious doctrines of God's 
sovereign grace" are prayerfully 
solicited-nor will the request, we are 
BW"e, be made in vain. 

Booksellers and others should observe 
the name and address of the new 
Publisher. 

The Puritl'l,n Quarterly, for September, 
1903. Wl!eeler & Co., 17, Paternoster
row, E.C. Sixpence nett, 

THE kind and appreciative remarks we 
ma~e upon the June issue of thi~ unique 
S~rrn.l we would repeat in connection 
w,~h the preeent one. There is ample 
evidence of prayerful painstaking to 
load this Argosy with golden grain 
The scissors and paste-pot are, we con~ 
jecture, kept conveniently near the 
Edito~•s cha_ir, many of hie page! being 
occupied with somewhat obvious out. 
tings; teste the article on Divine 
Sovereignty, which is taken bodily from 
the " J azer " of Joseph Irons. 

Are not our good brethren the 
Hewarditee, we would ask, a littie too 
fond of the term Oalviniem-which we 
ourselves do not affect, and rarP.ly 
employ? "Paul was a Calvinist" (page 
213) reads strangely. For e. writer to 
occupy so muoh space in telling the 
world at large "Why I am a Calvinist" 
is also curiously suggestive of a on~c 
famous essay on "Tbe Importance of a 
Man to Himself." Half the space, were 
it devoted to a humble and experimental 
account of the dealings of God with 
him as a sinner, would far more 
efficiently advance the interests of the 
cause which we hope he he.a at heart. 
Scant opportunity, however, would then 
have been found for the introduction of 
"objective testimony," "the theo
logical Mr. Gradgrind," "Xerxes," 
"Erasmus," "sweet Charles Wesley," 
"old grandfather Arminias," "patriotic 
Wallace" - e.nd other educational 
fineries, evidently introduced to invoke 
our admiration for the much learning of 
a smart young Writer, and to cause pious 
old ladies to exclaim, " What a man he 
be, sewerly I " Could not something
bettn and more savoury than this be 
provided for the edification of honest 
enquirers, and those who e.t heart love 
the Truth of the living God? 

Australian Particular Baptist Maga-
zine, Augast, 1903. Twopence. Booth, 
Oxford St., Sydney. 

A NUMBER of this, the Organ of our 
Brethren in New South Wales, bas been 
courteouslv sent us. The contents are 
not only sound and savoury, but manifest 
literarv ability and care,for which we are 
gral eful. The interesting anecdote of 
the late J. J. West, M.A., of Winchelsea, 
page 26, touches our heart-for we, too, 
well remember this remarkable man. 
The passing reference to certain matters 
which, at the time, caused sorrow to 
others--was demanded in the interests of 
truth, and it would be well if the fe.il• 
ing~ of God's honoured servants were 
always alluded to with equal delicacy 
and kindness 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

MARGATE,-On August 30th e.nd 
:net we celebrated the 28th anniversary 
of the Church e.t Mount Ephraim, 
l'he.net•roe.d, Pastor Chisnall, of Guild
ford, preached on Snade.y to excellent 
oongrege.t,ione-in the morning from 
lee.. xix. 20, in the evening from Matt. 
xxvi. 20. The meetings were continued 
on Monde.y, Friends from Broe.detaire 
and other places joined us at the tea
table at 5 o'clock. Numbers increased 
for evening meeting at 6.45. Pastor W. 
A. De.le presided. Brethren Chisnall, 
Illoy, and Licence a.ddreeeed the meet
ing. The oha.irme.n be.eed hi3 e.ddress 
upon the words, "Compacted by the.t 
which every joint snpplieth :" (1) The 
j!'re.cei;riven,or (2) the service of supply; 
( 3) 'fhe compe.otness, progress, blessed
ness of a. united Church. The cheering 
:..nd hopeful address delivered by brother 
Chisnall was based upon these words, 
"The yee.r of my Redeemed ie come:" 
ln the Christian's experience; by His 
helpful Word, Hie blessed "Fear note ; " 
in the exrerience of the Church; known 
a.broad by Zion's prosperity ; in the 
hearts of sinners ; shall be testified to 
the Church. Brother Bley, of Birohing
ton, delivered a.n enooura.ging e.ddrees 
fr0m 1 Pet. i. 25: (1) Our unchanging 
Lord: Hie love always burns brightly; 
when manifested, delights and lifts the 
HOU! up from the valley ; look unto 
Jesus. (2) His una.ltera.ble Word: so 
ree.eenring, firm e.s a. rook; sure ground 
for hope to build upon. Brother Licence 
addressed ue from Me.tt. xviii. 20, and 
spoke of the real presence of Christ with 
Hie people, a.a One of the company, a.a a. 
Guest; One with the saints in their 
worship, in their prayers: Christ in tbe 
midst to reveal Himeelr, His condescend
ing love; the hallowed ground; the 
revealed wounds, which speak pardon 
and peace to the believing soul. After 
the ohe.irma.n had thanked the epee.kere 
for their help, and those also who pre
pe.red tea. or served in other ways, these 
vliry helpful and hopeful anniversary 
aervices were oonoluded by singing the 
Doxology. The fina.noia.l proceeds of 
the meeting ree.lieed £10 le .. for whioh 
we oould well sing, "Praise God,"
THANKFUL. 

WARBOYS.-Trnly the Lord he.s 
been gracious unto us. The le.st few 
yea.re he.ve been eventful in the history 
of our Church. About five yea.re a.go 
we found it necesee.ry to renovate our 
oha.pel. Aeeooia.ted a.e the building was 
with many ea.ored memories of the pa.et, 
we entered upon this work with united 
o.nd loving hearts and restored it a.t a. 
oost of £1,160, leaving a. debt on the 
plaoe of £300, This will be entirely 
cl ea.red off during the present yee.r. 

Eighteen months ago our esteemed 
pastor, Mr. J. Lambourne, felt it a.d
viea.ble to resign bis position, which he 
had held for thirty-three years. The 
Lord had ma.de him a. blessing to many, 
and the influence of hie ministry is still 
bein11: ma.de manifest. We fee.red as we 
entered into the cloud a.ud felt our 
entire dependence upon the g?ea.t Head 
of the Church. Unity, peace, and the 
spirit of pre.yer prevailed in our midst, 
and we were favoured with a. period of 
spiritual prosperity. Our brethren in 
the ministry rendered us valuable help, 
and their testimony has received the 
witness of the Divine Spirit. Twenty
six members have been baptized in the 
name of Jesus-many of them young in 
yea.rs,-these a.re giving evidence by 
their life of the reality of the work 
within. The attendance a.t the prayer
meetings and the large congregations on 
the Sabbath have encouraged us. Two 
members have also been added by die
mission, and there a.re hopeful signs 
that the spirit=! harvest is not all 
gathered. The Sabbath-school, Bible
cla.se, and singini;r class are all in a. 
prosperous condition, and a.re useful 
adjuncts to the central e.nd supreme 
work of the Gospel ministry. The 
treasurer reports the.t the liberality of 
Church and congregation ha.a main
te.ined the fine.noes in a. sound condition. 
The Church has ta.ken great interest in 
the Education Bill, a.a it affects War
boys, and we a.re glad to say that, 
owing to the wisdom and generosity of 
those who once worshipped with us, 
but who a.re now a.round the throne, 
we a.re in a. position to maintain the 
uneecte.ria.n cha.re.cter of our day schools. 
We humbly stand aside in wonder a.t 
the goodness of the Lord and still pray, 
"Let Thy work a.pi;ear unto Thy 
servants, and Thy glory unto their 
ohildren."-DEACON. 

CHELMSFORD.-A PRESENTATION. 
-On Sunday, September 6th, a. pleasant 
duty was performed by our pastor. For 
many yee.rs the Chnroh has been highly 
favoured in its dia.cona.te. Brother 
Lepe.ge, who for many years has 
honourably filled hie office, has been 
obliged, owing to failing strength, to 
relinquish active service. As a. me.rk of 
esteem, the members lovingly con
tributed to the oost of a Me.lacoa walking 
oa.ne and silk umbrella,a.coompanied by 
e. framed address. The-e were presented 
a.t the olose of the service, our pastor, 
Mr. Boulton, expressing gratitude that 
the Lord had enabled Mr. Lepage for so 
many years to live consistently before 
hie fellow-members. Our dear brother 
was deeply affected in expressing thanks 
for the gift and gratitude to God for 
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the gr&ce given to him. He could le&n 
upon the stick for bodily support, but 
he the.nked God he he.d & irree.ter 
Support on which to lee.n.-F. J. H. 

BUCKLAND COMMON.-The Sun
d&y school &nnivers&ry w&s oelebr&ted 
on September 6th &nd 8th. On the 
Sund&y &ddresses were given mornin,r 
&nd evening. &nd in the &fternoon some 
of the sohol&rs recited suit&ble pieces. 
Speci&l hymns were sung, congregations 
very good, a.nd the collection, "for which 
we &re th&nkful to the gre&t Giver, 
exceeded those of previous ye&ra. On 
8th w&s the children's d&y-& plentiful 
te& w&s provided, a.nd they enjoyed 
themselves in & me&dow lent for the 
occ&sion by Mr. Bowdrey. Mr. G. W. 
Thom&s. of W&tford, pre&ched two 
gr&nd sermons, in which he exa.lted the 
M&ster &nd enoour&ged His followers. 
with & kindly word to those who &re 
lingering &round but h&ve not yet 
joined. Although the we&ther w&s not 
so f&vonr&ble &s we desired, the i.ttend
&nce w&e good. and there we.s &lso & 
liberal collection. We pr&y th&t the 
Lord will abundantly bless the services. 
-ABSAL0M TURNER, 

ASKETT (NEAR PRINCES BIBB0R0'). 
Sunday - school e.nnivers&ry services. 
held on June 28th, were conducted by 
Mr. S. J. Te.ylor,of Forest G&te, London. 
Tbe morning and eveninl!' subjects were 
Prov. x:x:x. 24-28 and Ps&. cxviii. 24. 
In the afternoon the school w&s ad
dressed from 2 Tim. iii. 15. Ea.eh service 
was well &ttended. Specie.I hymns were 
ably rendered by the children (tra.ined 
by Mr. Ernest Baker). wnose singing 
we.s e.ccompe.nied by three violins and 
the harmonium. The school registers 
forty-five scholars and five teachers, 
who, with the superintendent (Mr. W. 
Baker), seem all to be linked together 
in much affection and ze&l. The col
lections taken for the School Fands 
age.in re&ched the average of former 
yee.rs.-S. J. T. 

BRIGHTON.-The monthly meeting 
-0f the Pr&rthana Sabha, which we.s 
held on Thured&y, September 3rd, W&B 
fraught with special interest by reason 
of Mr. Marling (who is shortly to ate.rt 
for Indi&) paying us e. visit. There 
w&s e. goodly company of friends pre
sent to welcome him. The meeting w&e 
opened with the singine- of a hymn. 
prayer, e.nd reading of Pse.. cxv., and 
this led up to the princip&l fe&ture of 
the evening-Mr. Morling's address. 
In his few opening rem&rks he le.id 
stress on the felt need of e.nd urgency 
of prayer, and the be&utiful te&ching 
laid down in what we c&ll the Lord's 
Prayer-Thy kingdom come His ad
dress w&s based oo the words, "And He 
said unto them, I must pre&ch the 

kingdom of God to other oities e.lso, for 
therefore e.m I sent." dwellin~ on tho 
following points-Christ the Pre&oher, 
Christ the Faithful, e.nd Christ's oom
mrns1on. The e.ddrees we.a muoh en
joyed, and at the close brother Cozen~ 
expressed our best wishes for God's 
hlessing on His work in the mission 
field. A oolleotion we.s taken, e.nd we 
then had the privilege of listenin~ to 
Mr. Marling, sen., who spoke for a little 
while on Isa.. !xv. 24. A suooessful e.nd 
happy meeting indeed enjoyed by a.11.
D. FISHER. 

WATFORD TABERNACLE.-Anni
verse.ry servioee were held on Wednee
da.y, September 2nd. Mr. Bash prea.ohed, 
a.nd we had a, good time ; not a. few ea.id, 
" It WR.S good for ns to be there." In 
the afternoon he took his text from 
Paa.. xxxiv. 3-6, a.nd we felt we ooulrl 
indeed" me.gnify the Lord," The Word 
was very sweet to the Lord's tried e.nrl 
troubled people. A good number sat 
down to tea, after whioh our brother 
led us a.ire.in into the green pastures of 
the Word, ta.king his text from I Pet. 
i. 19, "The precious blood of Christ." 
He led us to the truths that we love, 
ta.king the sevenfold eprinkling-viz , 
"full redemption," '' justifica.tion," 
11 clee.ns,ng power," "nearness to Gnd," 
"pe&oe." "sa.nctifi.o&tion," and '· fine.I 
victory." Indeed, it wa.s good to he 
there. We he.d good oongregations for 
the time of year. Our p&stor told us 
we were oelebra.ting our 35th &nni
verse.ry, e.nd tra.oed briefly onr Lord's 
lee.dings e.nd dealings with us for so 
many yea.re in the wilderness; he also 
said th&t only three of the founders of 
the Church were now here on earth. 
Age.in we tha.nk God a.nd ta.ke courage. 

PRII'l'LEWELL (PR0VIDENCE).
On Wednesday, August 19th, the 49th 
e.nnivers:1ry w&s held. The we&ther we.a 
very tempestuous, hut with all dr&W· 
b&cks the Lord wa.s pleased to give us e. 
good time. Our good brother Holdon, 
from Limehouse, we.s the preacher in 
the afternoon, his mese&ge from the 
Lord being ls&. lxi. 10. He dwelt very 
sweet! y upon the persona.I cha.re.oter of 
the text, "My soul shall be joyful in 
my God." A good tea. we.a provided, e.t 
wnich nea.rly all present in the e.fter
noon pa.rtook. The evening_ servioP. 
commenced a.t 6.15, e.t which Mr. W. G. 
Fa.unoh, of Ilford, presided. Brother 
Pelle.tt, of Wa.ltha.m Abbey, asked the 
Lord's blessing. The ohe.irman read the 
1st chapter to the Colossie.ns, a.nd &fter 
a few remarks ea.lied upon the spea.ker~ 
-Brethren Holden Boulton (of Chelms
ford), and Belcher (of Homerton), whom 
we all hope to see a.ga.in. Brother Mobb~ 
made e. few rema.rke, after whioh the 
p&stor closed the meeting by tha.nking 
the de&r friends for their presence, a.nd 
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hoping tha.t they a.11 mij!'ht be spa.red to 
meet next yea.r a.t the1r jubilee. The 
oolleotione were good, and we a.re very 
tha.nkfol to ea.y the epiritua.l outlook a.t 
Providence is quite oheering.-H. D. M. 

!S° E W OROS S (ZION BAPTIST 
OHAPBL). - Special eervioee in oon
nection with the South lndia.n Strict 
Ba.ptiet Mieeiona.ry Society were held 
on Lord'e-da.y, Augnet 23rd. In the 
morning pa.stor H.J. Wi!ema.n preached 
an a.ppropria.te sermon, In the after
noon the Miesione.ry Superintendent 
(Mr. R. C. Strickeoo) a.ddreseed the 
sohola.re a.nd friends, including a.bout 
100 children from the Baildon-atreet 
Mission, under the charge of brother 
J. A, Chumffim. A le.rge nnmber of 
idols a.nd curiosities were a.leo exhibited. 
In the evening Mr. Strickeon prea.ched 
to a la.rge congrega.tion, givinl!' a. gr11,phic 
a.coount of the good work being ca.rried 
on by our Miesiona.ry agents. Du.'-ing 
hie four and a.-ha.lt yea.re' work he na.d 
ba.ptized 120 converts. The oollectione 
a.mounted to over £9. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 
THIBTY·BE0OND ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

OPENING OF THE CHAPEL. 
SPECIAL services were held on Ba.nk 
Holiday, August 3rd, when Mr. E. 
Mitchell prea.ohe,i a. sermon in the 
a.fternoon to a. goodly ga.thering. 
Ta.king his text from Pea. xxxii. 6, he 
desori bed the cha.ra.cter of a. praying 
people, wha.t they pra.yed for, to whom 
ther offered pra.yer, a.nd the suoceee of 
their pra.yer. A la.rge number of the 
friends sta.yed to the tea. provided in the 
eohoolroom kindly prepared by Mrs. 
Oornwell. 

At the public meeting in the evening 
Mr. W. Ha.rrie oooupied the oha.ir. 
After rea.ding 2 Cor, i., he requested 
our brother Stringer to enga.ge in 
pra.yer. Ba.sing his rem&rks on Psa.. 
oxix. 111, the oha.irma.n proceeded to 
spea.k of the fickle nature of some 
Chrietia.ns which ha.d a. most disa.strous 
efl'eot on their lives, pushing a.side 
principle for the sake of pla.oe a.nd 
power ; but the ohild of God wa.s led 
by the testimony of God's Word to 
trea.d in the footsteps of the flock for 
he, like Da.vid, had received the Word 
as his herita.ge, which ga.ve him solid 
oomfort. 

Mr. A. Andrews spoke from Pea.Im 
xxxvii. 4, oompa.ring the desires of the 
bee.rt, before its ea.II by gra.oe, with 
those which exercised it afterwa.rds. 
The former were ta.ken up with the 
world, but with the la.tter a.11 needed 
pa.tienoe in the pa.thway of tribula.tion 
and tempta.tion, a.nd strength to ba.ttle 
with the enemy, wa.s rea.lised. 

Mr, E. Beecher addressed us from 
John viii. 12, He oritioised the world's 
Idea. of Obrist, the Light of the world, 

a.nd spoke of Abra.ha.m's joy a.t seeing 
Him by fa.Ith, the sinner's experience 
in being brought into the light, and 
the wa.y to everla.eting bliss being lit 
up by the •a.me glorious Perwn. 

Mr. A. E. Brown spoke well from 
Psa. cvii. 7, with the following ma.in 
points- (1) The subjects of Divine 
lea.ding; (2) The way the Lord leads ; 
(3) The consummation of this Divine 
leading. 

Mr. B. T. Dale offered a few remarks 
on 2 Sa.m. xxiii. 5: David saw so much 
perfection in Christ that he could not 
bea.r to look on his own things without 
his Antitype. It is often the complaint 
of the soul born a.gain tha.t he re
sembles his Lord so little; we a.re so 
prone to forget our God. Nevertheless, 
the speaker gave us a comforting 
"Fear not." We quote his closing 
words to a good speech : "I want no 
sa.lva.tion a.part from covenant salva
tion. I am perfectly sa.tisfied with it 
-Jesus is enough," 

Mr. F. Grimwood spoke from 1 Sam. 
xxii. 23, "For with Me thou she.It be 
in ea.fegue.rd." Words like these spoken 
home to the trembling heart by our 
Lord gives confidence a.nd assists com
munion with Him. 

The pastor, Mr. C. Cornwell, fol
lowed with some helpful remarks on 
a.11 the speeches, and closed a. profitable 
meeting with a. word of warning on 
the waverer between a. covena.nt of 
works a.nd a. covena.n t of gra.ce. 

A oolleotion was taken towa.rds the 
Genera.I Fund. J. BROWNING, Sec, 

WOOD GREEN (PARK RIDINGS).
On Thursda.y evening, Sept. 17th, the 
ueua.l week-night service was conducted 
by our young brother, Mr. David 
Morling (new Strict Ba.ptist Miasiona.ry 
for India.). The o.ttenda.nce wa.s very 
good, a.ugmented largely by friends from 
sister Churches. Brother Morling took 
for his text, "And He ea.id unto them, I 
must prea.oh the kingdom of God to 
other oi ties a.lso : for therefore am I 
sent" (Luke iv. 43). He noticed-(!) 
Christ a.e a preacher, a.pt a.nd fa.ithful ; 
(2) What He prea.ched, the Gospel; (3) 
His great a.nd glorious miseion. The 
spea.ker dwelt upon Foreign Missions 
a.nd brought some intereeting statistio_s 
to bea.r. In India. a.lone there a.re pra.ot1-
oa.lly three hundred millions of people 
who ha.ve never even heard of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, notwithsta.n~ing 
tha.t it is 1900 years since the Saviour 
ea.me into this world. God's Word says 
the Gospel of Christ should be preached 
to a.11 nations, and yet they have h_ear_d 
nothing of it, The Church of Chnst 1s 
under the grea.t responsibility of preach
ing the Gospel of Christ to the hea.tben, 
a.nd this the spea.ker fully supported 
from the Word of God, a.nd the Church 
is verily guilty if she represses this 
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missionary enterprise. The singing of 
D~. Watts' ~rand hymn. "Jesus shall 
:e1gn where er the sun," brought this 
mteresting Mission Service to a close. 
Our young brother's able discourse 
gratified all present, and strengthened 
the impression that he would be a great 
help to our brother Booth in the Mission 
field. May the prayers of God's people 
follow him in his labours.-J. A. G. 

CLAPHAM, REHOBOTH, BEDFORD 
ROAD. 

[An a,,connt of the aft<imoon service will 
be found in the August Number.] 
T'f!E evening service commenced at 6.30 
with "How pleased and blast was I 
&c.," after which, pa.stor Waite, in th~ 
cha.ir, read Psalm xxxiv. Brother 
Stringer most touchingly led us to the 
throne of grace. Pastor Wa.ite addressed 
the meeting from Psalm xxxiv. 4, "I 
sought the Lord, a.nd He heard me and 
delivered me from a.11 my fears." Some 
have sought Him for sixty years, a.nd 
they ha.ve fon.nd it true wherein it is 
written, "Seek ye Me a.nd liYe," and we 
bless onr God tha.t we find it a.s joyfa.l 
to-day a.s we did when our minds were 
first directed to the Lamb of God which 
ta.keth a wa.y the sin of the 'world. 
Some of us remem her the circumsta.ncee 
a.nd burdens tha.t ea.used ns to seek Him 
a.nd there a.re still sea.sons when we a.r~ 
compelled to seek Him ont of sheer 
necessity. The Lord is nii:-h to yon in 
your ignorance and foolishness ; yon 
have pnt the God of Ja.cob to the test. 
He ha.s sa.id. " I will surely do thee 
good," a.nd He ha.a sa.id, "Seek a.nd ye 
shall find ; ask and it ehall be given 
thee; knock and it shall be opened 
?,nto yon." When we feel that we a.re 
m possession of a contrite spirit we a.re 
assured that He is nigh n.nto u9, and 
when we bring onr wa.nts a.nd requests 
unto Him He bows down His ear and 
listens to onr cry a.nd delivers ns; there
fore, in His wings do we rejoice. The 
Lord is nigh unto us in our perplexities, 
a.nd when in doubt if we ca.n bnt lift np 
onr thoughts and eyes unto our God He 
will help ns, a.nd say, "Fear not, I have 
loved thee." Those tokens that ye once 
enjoyed show the evidence of My love, 
and He says, "I ha.ve redeemed thee, 
thou a.rt Mine." The Lord has placed 
ns here, and we know not how long we 
have to tarry, bnt ours is to be in a state 
of expectancy to hear Him call us 
higher. 

Brother W. H. Ta.rior then addressed 
us on "This is the King of the J ewe." 
The Jew is not a Jew who is one ont
we.rdly, bnt he who is circumcised in 
the heart, these a.re Jews, and J esns is 
their King. How sweet it is. He is the 
glory of your hope. for your hope is 
µresently to see Him e.s He is, e.nd 
clothed in Hie beauty. He is our justify
ing King, and this is the kingship of 

our glory. He is King of gre.oe, King of 
Israel, e.nd their Lord e.nif Be.viour, His 
people shall be e.n understanding people· 
they she.II e.11 know Him from the lea.et 
to the gree.test, therefore let us set 11, 
we.toh over our personal oh11,r11,oter 
before the world. Let us medita.te upon 
the importa,noe of the times, 11,nd have 
our devotion 11,nd 11,ttention set a.ga,inst 
the spirit of Ritna,lism 11,nd Popery. 

Brother J. Cla,rk, 11,fter dea,ling with 
the belief tha,t there is 11, glorious future 
be.fore the Ohuroh of God, though she 
will have to fight for it, e.nd ea.rnestly 
desiring the.t God's serva.nts might be 
clothed with strength tha,t she might 
fight va.liantly1 11,nd hold fa.at stea,d
fa.stly to the fa.1tb, went on to say there 
e.re three elements that go to ma.ke 
up a true Christian experience 11,nd 
oha.ra.oter :-(q There must be e. le.ying 
hold of Christ s a.tonement, for Divine 
grace is the only solid ha.sis, 11,nd the 
only exclusive one upon which 11,ny 
sinner ca.n sa,fely build his hope of 
heaven ; (2) There is the oontinua.noe of 
the intercession of Jesus Christ, 11,nd 
that fa,ot sheds e. hallowed inflnenoe 
upon onr minds, and encoure.gesus when
ever we 11,pproa.ch the throne of grace ; 
(3) A laying hold of the Holy Spirit's 
work. The quickening by the Spirit of 
God is a.s vita.I, insepa,rably essentia.l as 
the redeeming by the blood of Christ. 
We must ever me.inta,in this, for unless 
we a.re born by the Spirit of God we 
can by no mea,ne enter the kingdom of 
God. Other founda,tion oan no man lay 
than that is la.id, even Christ J eeue, and 
we have to come there. Ina.smuoh e.s 
ye a.re building upon the one founda,tion 
ye shall be saved though 11,e by fire. If 
you ha.ve fa.ith it will be tried. I will 
bring the third pe.rt through the fire. 
Hie people persona.Uy, individually, 11,e 
well 11,s collectively. l'he Christian is e. 
very complex person, ma.de up of 
different pa.rte. There is one pa.rt, lega.l 
hopes ; another: good resolutions; the 
third part, Goa'e gra,ce in hie hea,rt. 
Yon ma,y bring your wood, hay, a.nd 
stubble, a.nd they will be burnt up. 
Legs.I hopes will never sta,nd the fire, 
nor will your good resolution~, bnt the 
gre.ce of God will, e.nd will bring you 
through the fire. 

Mr. Vine then spoke from" Ye who 
a.re kept by the power of God through 
fa.ith unto sa.lva,tion." We a.re kept 
from open sin, 11,nd the diegra.oing of 
the profession of Christia,nity, We are 
upheld by His he.nd 11,e persona,! testi
mony to the gra.ce and power of 
Almighty God. We are united to Him, 
and ce.nnot besera,ra.ted from Him; Hie 
ea.lva.tion is rea. , a.nd it is all tha,t we 
need. 

Brother F. J. Ta,ylor followed upon 
"According to the word that I 
covenanted with you when ye 011,me out 
of Egypt, so My spirit rema,ineth 11,mong 
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you." So we know that we shall be 
seoure to the end. The Spirit having 
oome, oonvinoes of sin, and oarries on 
the work for where He has bej,un a 
good work He will never leave 1t, and 
so they in whom He worketh are the 
salt of the ea.rth. The singing of the 
Doxology brought the meeting to a olose. 

F. J. S. 

SAFFRON WALDEN. - Harvest 
thanksgiving servioes were held on 
Lord's-day, Sept. 20th, when three truth
ful and faithful sermons were delivered 
by our dear brother, Mr. C. Hewitt, of 
Ponders End. In the morning he 
preaobed from l Sam. vi.13. Afternoon, 
Joel ii. 26. Evening, Matt. xxvi. 36 The 
Word of the Lord was refreshing and 
reminded us of our great indebtedness 
to Divine Providence, and especially to 
rioh and sovereign grace. We were 
favoured with a fine day, and thecollec• 
tion, whioh was for the Hospital, 
amounted to about £2.-C. T. P. 

ACTON LANE TABERNACLE, 
ACTON, W. 

Gooo oongregations met for the harvest 
thanksgiving services, held in the above 
plaoe of worship on September 15th. 
In the afternoon a sermon was preached 
by Mr. G. W. Thomas, who selected for 
his text the 14th and 15th verses of 
the ohapter (Ezekiel =iv.) he had 
previously read. In his introductory 
remarks he said that he felt it to be a 
time for humiliation rather than for 
thanksgiving. The calamities that had 
overtaken us, and now the failure of 
our harvest, he oonld not but regard as 
visitations in j udgment beoause of our 
great national sins and departure from 
God. In these national troubles and 
distresses the people of God must par
tioipate ; indeed, the prophet Ezekiel 
foretold that judgment would begin at 
the house of God, and with the ministers 
of God. The shepherds of Israel had 
failed in their duty, and had negleoted 
their charge. God deolared He would 
judge the she~herds, and would take 
the oare of His people into His own 
hands. Amidst His judgments, God 
remembers and oares for His sheep ; 
they are His by ohoioe and by purohase. 
In this text we see the providenoe of 
His oare. "I will feed them in a good 
pasture." God's tried people want some• 
thing to feed upon, and the II good 
pasture" into whioh He leads them is 
the truth that magnifies the grace of 
God. "And upon the high mountains 
of Israel shall their fold be ; there shall 
they lie in II good fold, and in II fat 
pasture shall the:r, feed upon the 
mountains of Israel,' saith God. Moun
tain air, said the preaoher, is better than 
valley air, and upon the high mountains 
of prayer and of joy, "fat," 11 green" 
pasture is found ; and here, too, is 

safety. The flook needs to be kept, and 
a shepherd has not only to find suitable 
pasture for his sheep, but is held re• 
sponsible for the safety of every one of 
them, All God's people are kept by His 
power; folded under His eye, they lie 
down in l!llfety. Satisfied sheep lie down 
and rest. God feeds His people, and 
they are satisfied i then He causes them 
to lie down, ana they reat upon the 
promises of God and the finished work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The discourse 
was listened to with much pleasure, 
and many found the season a time of 
refreshing. 

A good number of friends remained 
for tea, after which the evening meeting 
was held. We had an excellent and 
genial chairman in our brother, Mr. F. 
B. Applegate, who announced for the 
opening hymn 793 (Denham's), and 
afterwards called upon brother S. H. 
Brown to engage in prayer. Having next 
read Psalm xcvii., the chairman asked 
brother G. W. Thomas to give his ad
dress. He dwelt briefly upon the words 
of Jesus in John xii. 24. In the seed, 
he said, there was the germ of a bound• 
less harvest ; but in order that the seed 
may bear fruit and produce e. crop it 
must die. So Christ, by this familiar 
faot in nature, taught the necessity of 
His death, and that out of His death 
would spring forth life, and a mighty 
spiritual harvest. 

Brother W, F. Waller next addressed 
the meeting, and took for his text 
Psalm xl. 5 (first clause). He referred 
to the many benefits God had bestowed 
upon us through the discoveries of 
soience, and said it was fitting that 
we should give thanks, for public bene• 
fits were worthy of public acknowledg
ment. He also spoke of the wonderful 
works of God in salvation and grace, for 
which His people had special cause for 
thanksgiving. 

Brother H. Aokland following, ex• 
pressed his sense of God's goodness, and 
his full sympathy with the object of 
the meeting. We oould not, however, 
he l!llid, speak in glowing terms of this 
year's harvest, for in our own land it 
was a failure, and everywhere there 
was distress. God had sent great floods, 
and He had withheld the sunshine, and 
in many parts the orops were ruined. 
God had before spoken to us by war, 
and we heard not. These troubles were 
the voice of God in judgment. We bad 
weloomed the Jesuits, and desecrated 
His Sabbath, aye, in this thing even 
His own people were not guiltless. for 
too many made the da7 one for their 
own pleasure, by their "week-end•· 
trips to visit friends, and their seats in 
God's house were vaoant. What luke
warmness, too, was there in the Church 
of God I "Shall not I visit for these 
thmgs 7 saith the Lord ; and shall not 
My soul be avenged on such a nation as 
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this 1 '' (Jer. v. 9). God's people should 
hear His voioe. If we did not love and 
prize our privileges God would take 
them from us. 

Brother E. Fromow was the last 
speaker, and chose for his theme Isaiah 
ix. 3, •• They joy before Thee according 
to the joy in harvest." He said althoug-h 
there was on.nee for sadness there was, 
too, cause for joy and thanksg-iving. 
God crowned the year with His good
ness, and harvest-time was God's 
crowning- time. His gifts and ~oodness 
should be remembered with JOY and 
thank:s;_:;iving. As Christians we should 
not be indolent, but sow the g-ood ~eed 
of the kingdom, and in due time we 
should reap. Harvest joy was not a 
selfish joy ; when other poor sinners 
were ingathered we joyed with "the 
joy in harvest," and united in thanks
giving. Great would be the joy in that 
day, when all the wheat should be 
gathered in and garnered I 

A profitable and happy day was appro
priately closed with the hymn, "All 
hail the power of Jesu's Name!" and 
the Doxology. Friends liberally re
sponded at the collections taken for our 
Reno.ation Fund, and we are grateful. 

S. G. E. 

PRA.YER AND PROSPERITY. 
THE wish for a gracious revival is often 
expressed. What is desired is not mere 
excitement for a time, the influenoe of 
which will soon pass away, but a God
given revival. Yet there is a general 
complaint of the smallness of the 
prayer-meeting. How few attend I This 
is not as it should be. If the prayer
meeting is neg-lected, can we hope for 
prosperity 1 We have not because we 
ask not ; prayer and prosperity are 
linked in individual and in Church 
life. 

Prayer is the appointment of the 
King. This we acknowledge as we 
sing-

.. Prayer was appointed to convey 
The blessings God designs to give." 

"Ask, and ye shall receive," i8 the 
promise. "Again I say unto you, That 
if two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching anything that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of My Father 
which is heaven." The best that we 
can say to God in prayer is what He has 
said to us in promise. In expressing our 
desire that His Word may have free 
course, we can plead Hie promise
His word shall not return to Him 
void. 

" Be hold the throne of grace I 
The promise calls us near; 

There Jesus ahowa His smiling face, 
And waits tci answer prayer." 

Tb.e A.postle Paul prized the prayers of 
the saints, and henoe his request, 
"Brethren, pray for us." To the Corin• 
thians he says, "Ye also helping to-

gether by prayer for us, that for the 
gift bestowed upnn us by the means of 
many persons, thanks may be given by 
many on our behalf." 

Prayer prevails. Some of our Ohurohes 
are rejoicing in prosperity.\. and there 
are good prayer-meetings. This is what 
we should expect. The many answers 
to prayer recorded in the Sacred Volume 
-aye, and the answers we ourselves have 
received-should stir us up. From one 
end of the Bible to the other we find 
prayer answered. To take one instance, 
in the 12th of Acts we are told tha~ 
Herod killed James, the brother of 
John, with the sword, and because he 
saw it pleased the Jews, he prooeeded to 
take Peter also. Peter wa.s kept in 
prison, but prayer was made without 
csasing of theChuroh unto God for him, 
and God delivered Peter. 

The only power by whioh a graoious 
revival can be brought about is the 
power of the Holy Ghost, 11,nd in the 4th 
of Acts we see the manifestation of 
power and the prayers of the people 
conneoted. "For when they had prayed, 
the place was shaken where they were 
assembled,1. and they were all filled with 
the Holy 1:thost, and spake the word of 
God with boldness." That whioh we 
desiro, God can give. Brethren, let us 
pray, 

"0 Lord, attend to our request, 
And let Thy Churches all be blest; 
Let them enjoy prosperity, 
Then will Thy saints rejoice in Thee. 

J. E.F. 

"KEPPEL STREET" MEMORIAL 
CHURCH. BASSETT STREET, 

KENTISH TOWN, N.W. 
NOT long since, the deacons and 
members, after passing throuJh the 
proverbial "much tribulation, were 
enjoying the realisation of oherished 
hopes and answers to oft-repeated 
prayers for an abiding place to worship 
God, and a centre for Christian activity, 
and together pastor and people oom
menced worship and work at Bassett
street. 

The future looked full of promise, and 
it was soon apparent by the strangers 
within our gates, that the Gospel of 
free and sovereign graoe as declared 
by the pastor was needed, and would be 
welcomed in the locality where we have 
so recently made our advent. But (one 
of the "buts" to foul the stream) a 
cloud soon a.rose on the horizon with all 
its bright prospects, and though only as 
big a.s a ma.n's hand, soon grew to suoh 
proportions as to obsonre the sky, at first 
so clear and bright with promise. 

Pastor H. T. Chilvers, who for nine 
years had lived and laboured among us, 
felt that Ipswioh offered him better 
opp1rt11ni ties and a larger sphere of 
usefulness than that whioh he ocoupied 
in London, and so it happened that 
Sunday, September 6th, found us listen• 
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Ing to onr pastor's farewell Aermone. 
The morning discourse wo.s to.ken from 
2 Ohron. xx. 20, "Believe in the Lord. 
your Ood, so eho.11 ye be eeto.bliehed." 
In the evening the sermon wo.e bo.eed 
npou o. portion of Numb. vi. 24-26, 
"The Lord bless thee, o.nd keep thee." 
He oommended hie people to God, o.nd 
in the oouree of the message stated tho.t 
if the friends of Ipswich treated him 
with two-thirds of the kindness he ho.d 
received o.t the ho.nds of his Keppel
street friends he should count himself 
ho.ppy. 

In the afternoon the Young Peoples' 
Bible-olo.ss presented their pastor with 
o. eeleotion of books-the works of Alex. 
White. The afternoon school service 
wo.s brought to a. close by a. farewell 
address to the scholars and teacher~, in 
which the pastor exhorted the teachers, 
and young men and maidens, to o.lwo.ys 
lend their heartiest support to Sunda.y
school work. 

On Tuesday evening, September 8th, a. 
public God-speed meeting wa.s held o.t 
7 p,m, The meeting wa.s well attended, 
mo.ny members of other Churches join
ing in the services. 

The office of cho.irmo.n wo.s o.bly borne 
by Mr. J. S. Vino.II, who wa.s supported 
by po.store Fells (High bury), E. Mitchell 
(Cho.dwell-street). R. Mutimer (Brent
ford), Tooke (Lowestoft), W. S. Baker 
(Cho.dwell-street), and H. T. Chilvers. 

After the meeting wo.s opened with 
the singing of a hymn, Mr. C. J. Burrows 
invoked the Divine blessing. 

A statement wa.s then ma.de by Mr. A. 
West, the convener of the meeting, who 
explained the nature of the gathering, 
o.nd referred to how the pastor, like 
D1\Vid of old, ho.d won the hee.rts of o.ll 
by his wise behaviour before the people, 
o.nd tho.t it was with deep regret the 
inevite.ble wo.s bowed to, The members 
were earnestly exhorted to unity, and to 
press forward in the work of the Lord : 
notwithsto.ndini:- the darkest B'ide of the 
picture wo.s theirs. it should suffice tho.t 
the Divine co.11 ho.d been heard, 

" Hold the fort, for I o.m coming, 
Jesus signo.ls still: 

Wnve the nnswer ho.ck to heo.ven, 
By Thy gro.ce we will." 

The Cho.irmo.n, who ho.d a diffioult task 
to fulfil, suitably expressed the situa
tion, both a.s to the deputing minister 
a.nd the remaining people. 

pastor, o.nd in exhorting the church o.nd 
oongrego.tion a.s to their future. 

Pastor Tooke, of Lowestoft, stated 
tha.t hie position wo.e o. peculio.r one. He 
was there in the ea.pa.city of o. Suffolk 
po.etor. He could welcome Mr. Chilver's 
advent to Suffolk, but could not promise 
him the leisure tha.t Mr. Mitchell anti
cipated for him1 a.s there wonld be many 
calls for work 1n outlying districts. 

Mr. Baker, of Cha.dwell-street, spoke 
o.s to the certainty uf the plans of a.n 
over-ruling Providence. Tha.t the future 
of both pastor o.nd people was prepared 
o.nd o.ssnred. 

After an address by Pastor Fells, of 
Highbnry, o.n illuminated address and 
cheqne were oresented on beha.Ir ot the 
church by Mr. I. R. Wo.kelin, who 
referred to the associations of the nine 
year'• ministry of our lo.te pastor, and 
Mr. A. Pickering then spoke. 

The Pastor in responding, thanked 
the friends a.leo on behalf of his wife 
and children for their oft-repeated 
kindnesses. The meeting closed with 
the Doxology o.nd Benediction, 

SHOULDHAM-RTREET, W.-Lord's
do.y, Sept. 13th, wo.s set o.pa.rt in the in
terest of missionary work, o.nd we were 
favoured by the presence of brother 
David Marling (the newly-appointed 
Missionary of the Strict B11,ptist 
Mission), who wa.s gro.cionsly helped to 
oreo.ch in the morning from Lnke xix. 
10 ; evening, Isa.. ix. 2, o.nd in the after
noon addressed the scholars and friends. 
The messages were delivered with o. true 
missionary ring, a.nd were heo.rd with 
pleasure a.nd to profit, every evidence 
being given by our young brother of 
ho.ving been called a.part by the Lord 
for the work of the Mission. Collections 
for the da.y were for the Strict Baptist 
Mission. The ho.ppy do.y wo.s closed by 
our heartily singing. " God Le with you 
till we meet o.go.in," Our p!lstor was 
please<i to be o.t all the services.
,, SERVITOR." 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH.-Onoe more 

Pastor E. Mitchell spoke as to his 
persona.I o.oqua.int,rnoe with 111r. 
Chilvers, who had been one of his old 
boys o.t Chad well-street. He so.id thl\t 
ho thought that Mr. Chilvers wa.s doing 
the right thing, the oho.nge of air and 
the leisure that would be his a.t Ipswich, 
would do him good,and be would doubt
less be returning to London subse
quently, the better for the step he was 
now to.king. 

Pastor R. Mutimer followed, 
o.pproprio.tely spolte both o.s to 

in the Providence a.nd mercy of Ood we 
ha.ve been spa.red to complete another 
year's work here. Aa:.idst many trio.ls, 
and with much weakness, w·e continue 
unto this dny, ho.ving obtained he!µ of 
the Lord. On Sunday and Monday, 
Sept. 12th nnd 13tL, we held our anni
versary services, when Mr. Thos. Jones 
was gmoiously helped to proolo.im the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God with 
much acceptance. The services on Sun
day were well attended. especially in 
the evening. On Monday, the con
gregregations were smo.lle,r, but though 
we missed some friends, God we.s witb. 
us, and many felt it g-ood to be there. A 
~ood company partook of ten during the 

and I interval of worship. The colleotions 
the showed an advance of over :£2 on la.st 
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year, and amounted to :£10 15s. Id., 
which, after pe.ying expenses, we.a 
he.nded over to the pe.stor, who desires 
here heartily to the.nk e.11 the friends 
for their generosity, pre.ying the.t e.s 
they he.ve ministered to him in oe.rne.1 
things, so he me.y be ene.hled to minister 
in spiritual me.tters to their good e.nd 
profit.-W. H. JARMAN. 

LEE (DACRE·PARK). - Anniversary 
services of the Sunde.y-sohool were held 
on Sunday, Sept. 20t~l. and Tuesde.y, Sept. 
22nd. The pe.stor, 1\lr, H. J. Wileme.n, 
preached in the morning, An e.ddress 
we.s given in the afternoon by Mr. W. 
Pewtress, and in the evening the service 
we.s conducted by Mr. W. S. Me.rtin. On 
the following Tuesde.y, Mr. G. W. 
Thome.s, of We.tford, delivered e. dis
cour~e in the afternoon, e.nd in the 
evening a public meeting was held, 
under the presidency of Mr. Ce.tchpole. 
Addresses were given by pastors 
Wileman e.nd Davies, and Messrs. Riddle, 
Arn:.strong, e.nd Mote. The services were 
hearty, congregations good, singing 
appreciated. The chapel we.s bee.utifnlly 
decorated, and the collection a.mounted 
to :£9 6s. 6d. To God be all the praise. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THROUGH the kind aid of Mrs. Howe, a 
e. meeting in a.id of the Society he.a 
recently been held at Walton-on-Naze, 
le.rgely attended by loce.l ministers e.nd 
friends. Upwards of :£17 were oolleoted, 
and new interest was evoked. The 
Seorete.ry, in giving e.n outline of the 
work, referred to the increasing number 
of pensioners in Essex, e.nrl gave severe.I 
illustre.tions of the plea.sure and peace 
created in humble and poverty-stricken 
homes by the pensions which a.re dis
pensed through personal visitation, e.nd 
by the gentle ha.n~s ~f Christian love. .. 

On Thursday, October 15th, the 24th 
anniversary of the Brighton Home will 
be held at the Royal Pavilion. General 
Stirling will take the chair e.t 3.30, e.::id 
addresses will be given by Mr. Lovely 
and other friends. The Lady Visitors 
will conduct the usual Sa.le of Work, 
and the attendance of all interested in 
the welfe.re of God's aged poor is in
vited. 

•• 
The forthcoming* Q=rterly_ Record 

contains a portre.it of the late Mr. P. B. 
Power, the well-known Author of 
Tre.cts, and a warm friend of the Society. 
Other illuetre.tione and various articles 
combine to make e. useful number of 
this publice.tion, which is for free dis
tribution. Copies will be gladly for
warded on applice.;i~n. 

• The Seri pture sanction for fixing sixty 
e.s the starting J>Oint of old e.ge is to be 

found in the last ohe.pter of Levltlous . 
the period e.t whioh the brow of life'~ 
higher ple.teau is reached e.nd the 
gre.due.l desoent begins ; there or there
e.bouts we feel the.t me.ture age has 
taken us by the he.nd, to lead us gently 
down the hill. Impaired pby_sioal 
powers me.ke it more e.nd more diflloult 
for aged men e.nd women to obtain their 
ordinary work at e. fe.ir we.ge, e.nd ulti
me.tely any work e.t e.ny wage, in fact, 
increasing competition praotice.lly 
oloses the door upon those over 60. ... 

But whilst all poverty e.nd sorrow 
a.ppee.l to pity, these aged pilgrims, in 
whose hearts is the fee.r of Godbwhose 
che.re.ctere he.ve been che.nged y the 
Spirit of God, who are disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and many of whom 
have come through the fire of affliction, 
and been softened and chastened by its 
refining touch, ought to be the first and 
peculiar objeots of our Christian regard, 
and such this Society was formed to 
assist. New Annual Subscriptions will 
be thankfully received1 and where these 
cannot be given,done.t1ons and personal 
interest will be of real value. 

A NOTE FROM MR. E. MARSH. 
[Many of our readers will, we are sure, 

rejoice with us, in reading the following 
from the pen of our esteemed brother. 
We are thankful, and pray that for many 
years, if the Lord will, he may be 
strAngthened for labour in our midst. 
J.E. F.] 

To the Editor of the "E. V. and G. H." 
DEAR BROTHER,-Kindly permit me, 

throu3"h your magazine, to express my 
deep tndebtednees to my many friends 
for a.II their kindness to me durinl!' my 
long and trying e.ffliotion, and to inform 
them that the Lord he.a so far restored 
me, that I e.m e.ntioipe.ting serving the 
Churche, e.s He sees fit-as far as the 
duties of my pastorate e.llow-durin~ 
the coming year. I e.m deeply, very 
deeply, in debt to His ohildren, and it 
will be e. privilege once more to serve 
them e.ouording to the measure of ability 
He has given. I have now been sus
tained in a.II my home work since May, 
and able to take every eervioe ; in fa.et, 
but tor e. little local trouble, which I 
hope will soon be gone, I e.m practioa.lly 
well. Truly His meroy is great. No 
words oe.n express my feelings as I 
treasure the gre.oe He ha.e shown me, 
and the love of Hie dear obildren, 
through all this trial. I have no greater 
desire than to serve Him in their midst 
if Hie will, while for th~ir, and your 
own, persona.I kindneee I pray Him 
e.bunde.ntly to reward. 

E. MARSH, 
Beptem ber 21st, 1903. 

To the Editor of the" E. V. it 0. H." 
MY ESTEEMED BROTHER FLEGG,-

Will you grant me e. few lines in the 
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"E. V. a.nd G. H." in support of II An 
Appreoia.tion," by A. E. Rea.Ill. I should 
like to oa.11 speoia.l a.ttention to the 
exoellent letter of our friend-the 
a.ttention of a.II in our Cburobes ta.king 
interest, a.nd a.otively engaged, in the 
training of our youth in our distinotive 
prinoiples. To snob, 11 A Ma.nua.l of 
Faith a.nd Pra.otioe," a.nd '' A Guide to 
Churoh Fellowship," is not simply a.n 
indispensable a.id to stndy, but a. 
spiritual oompendium of truth, doc
trinely, experimentally, a.nd pra.ctica.lly 
dea.lt with, tha.t will ma.ke the two 
volumes, when so need, a.bsolutely 
essentia.l to those who desire thoroughly 
to furnish themselves for the service of 
our Lord. As they a.re used they will 
inorea.se in value. How to nee them to 
the best a.dva.ntage is a, q nestion on 
which mutual conference would be 
helpful. While both pa.store, preachers, 
and deacons cannot a.lford to lose the 
helps they ha.ve here, every teacher of 
the young should possess them as a. 
help in explaining our Ca.techism to the 
obildren. To this fa.et I wish to ce,11 
a.ttention just now, thoug-b, I confess 
with much diffidence, I offer a, word of 
a.dvioe. Many of the clergy a.re ta.king 
a.dva.nta.ge of the Bye-law under the 
a.dministration of the New Educe,tion 
Act, a.nd withdrawing for three-quarters 
of a.n nour the oliildren from the 
schools for teaching the Ca.tecbism a.nd 
Prayer-book. Even if desirable, there 
a.re serious obstaoles in the wa.y of 
following their example. This only 
makes it the more needful-yea., com
pulsory-that more tba.n ever the 
teachings of our prinoiples, a.s a. De
nomination, should be maintained. 

If every class in our schools, from the 
Bible-olasses to the Infa.nts, regularly 
studied the Ca.teobism issued by the 
Committee of the M.A.S.B.C., a.nd ea.eh 
tea.oher ma.de it a, pa.rt of their work to 
expla.in the ea.me a.a fully 11,s possible, 
these volumes by W.Jeyes Styles would 
beoome indiapenaa.ble. Would it not 
a.lea be efficiently helping our fellow
workers if pa.store regnla.rly, aa.y every 
Sunday morning, set a.pa.rt ten minutes 
of the publio service to catechise the 
children, a.nd so keep up the Denomi
na.tiona.l tra.ining so needful if our 
Ca.uses a.re to grow in the knowledJe of 
those things "most surely believed 
a.mong us1" 

Perha.ps the idea. ma.y form a. topio for 
the next tea.ohers' meeting in our indi
vidual Cburobes. Children a.re not to 
be kept out of the Churoh until they 
oa.n satisfy the olea.r rea.soning theo
logian on every dootrina.l point, but the 
young disciples must be tra.ined in truth 
ir they a.re to beoome a. strength in the 
Churoh; and a.a a, means to this end, let 
"The Oa.teohi!m" in the schools, a.nd 
"The Ma.nua.l of Fa.ith a.nd Pra.ctice" 
11,nd "A Guide to Churoh Fellowship" 
be in every tea.oher's ha.nd for work. 

I must not trespass further on your 
spa.ea, except to say that if e,ny reader 
ha.a not seen the Assooia.tion Ca.teohisrn, 
a, oopy of both the "Senior" and 
"Junior" oan be had, post free, from 
R. Banks&: Son, for two penny ste,mps. 

Pre,ying God to abundantly bless you 
in your editorie,1. with every other good 
work. Yours in Him, 

E. MARSH. 

ALFRED NORMAN 
(of" Zion" Cbe,pel, New Cross, London), 
April 3oth, 1827-Septe111be1· 3rd, 1903, 

"How blast the righteons when he dies! 
When sinks o. weo.ry soul to rest. 

How mildly beo.m the closing eyes I 
How gently heo.ves th' ei.piring breast I 

Life's duty done, as sinks the day. 
Light from its loo.d the spirit flies ; 

While heaven and ee.rth conspire to say, 
How blast the Christian when he dies I" 

THESE lines ce,me to our mind with 
great a.Hevia.ting power when, to our 
sorrow, we reoeived the melancholy 
tidings of the deoea.se of the above dear 
friend in Oh rist Jesus. 

Born e,t Chad well He11th, Essex, of 
godly pa.reuts, his early years were 
spent amid the e,ssoohtions of a. 
Christie,n home. His environment we,s 
me,de a. blessing to him. a.nd he grew up 
into a. filial and obedient child, a.nd a. 
thoughtful a.nd steady youth. 

At the dawn of manhood, he wa.s led 
to the great Metropolis, where he took 
bis stand a.s one of firm moral principles, 
determined to confront the duties a.nd 
diflioulties of life with patience, perse
verance and inflexible integrity. A 
kindly Providence watched over bis 
steps, prospered his undertakings and 
ensured bis stea.dy progress. For com-

1 
merci&l openings be ever watched with 
a. keen eye, maturing eaoh project, a.nd 
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pursuing it with indefatigable peree• 
veranoe. Suooeee attended most of hie 
enterprises, a.nd comfort a.nd oompe• 
tenoe in due course orowned his oareer. 
" Seeet thou a. ma.n diligent in hie 
business : he eha.11 eta.nd before kin11;e : 
he sha.11 not sta.nd before mean men. ' 

As a. friend he was discriminating, 
firm a.nd generous : and ma.ny ha.d oauee 
to bless God for one whose outetretohed 
ha.nd a.nd words of good oheer helped 
them onwards and upwards when suoh 
kindly a.id wa.s of the utmost advantage 
to them. 

It i~, however. a.s a Christie.n the.t his 
memoir ole.ims spe.oe in our pe.ges, 
Shortly a.fter coming to London he wa.s 
attracted to Trinity Cha.pel in the 
Borough, of which W. H. Bonner-then 
in the zenith of his power-we.s the 
minister : by whom our friend we.a 
baptised. Thus oommenoed a. quiet 
but ee.rnest Christie.n ce.reer whioh 
terminated only with this life. 

Zion Chapel, Deptford, wa.s, however, 
so long his spiritue.l home tha.t it is 
with this he wa.s speoia.lly identified, 
J oh11 Sla.te Anderson, his dea.r a.nd 
devoted Pe.stor, we.a both his religious 
tee.oher a.nd guide, e.nd hie a.tte.ohed 
Christia.n friend. Their mutue.l inter
course wa.e close e.nd confidential. Never 
we.e a. Minister more esteemed a.nd 
loved : never did e. generous oollee.gne 
a.nd unobtrusive co-worker lie nea.rer to 
his Pastor's hea.rt; while a.s e. Dea.con, 
he wa.s nniversa.lly looked up to and 
se.fely trusted. 

Shrewd in his opinions, far-seeing e.e 
to probable issues, but oha.rite.ble in his 
judgment, he a.dvoca.ted a policy of 
Church government e.t once pe.cific and 
holy. 

He we.a firmly attached to the prin
ciples of the Pa.rticula.r Baptist Denomi
nation, which he me.intained with quiet 
consistency. Yet he wa.e fa.r too broad 
in his sympathies not to e.dmire gra.ce in 
those to whom God•ha.d been plea.eed•to 
impart it : e.nd he loved to hold fellow
ship with a.11 to whom the Lord wa.s 
dea.r. For e.ppee.Js for help from those 
who were engaged in Christie.n or 
benevolent work, he ever he.de. prudent 
but Jibere.l regard : e.nd ma.ny oould 
testify to the promptitude of hie judi
cious kindness. 

The writer recalls an a.et of peculie.r 
delicacy e.nd thoughtfulness to one 
most dee.r to him, in e. time of peculie.r 
trouble, which will ever invest both his 
name a.nd tha.t of hie e.ffeotiona.te com
ue.nion for so me.ny yea.re-who survives 
him-with feelings of the deepest gre.ti
tude. 

To her e.nd to the F~mily we proffer 
e.ssura.ncee of sorrow a.nd sympathy, in 
which a very large number of friends 
will join. 

The diseaPe which ea.used his dee.th 
affected his bra.in and precluded con
nected thought during his closing da.ys: 

but hie gra.oioue life wa.s the beat 
testimony to Hie fe.ith In Him to whom 
he, with us, would desire to ascribe all 
the glory. 

Me.ny read of hie "home oe.11" with 
unfeigned sorrow; e.nde.largeoonoourse 
e.ttended hie funera.l on September 7th 
at Nunhee.d Cemetery, to mark thei; 
respect for one wh~J. it seems to ue, oa.n 
be ill spa.red. vv. JEYEB BTYLIIIS, 

Cliff Honse, Gorleston, Norfolk. 
MARY HANNAH SHARP 

(of Leicester). 
Th is beloved sister, for many years a 
member of the Church at Newarke-street 
departed this life on August 18th, in the 47th 
year of her age, a.I Kirby Muxloe, where she 
ho.d for some time po.st resided with her 
loving and devoted sisters o.nd ber o.ged 
father. Her sufferings were greo.t, o.ud pro
tracted, but her po.tience and meek sub
mission to the Divine will were greo.t o.lso. 
Though entiroly debarred for some six yeo.rs 
from the public meo.ns of l?l'O.Ce, she enjoyed 
sweet seasons of rapt communion with her 
Lord, o.nd bo.llowed occasions of fellowship 
with Christian friends, who from time to 
time visited her. She deeply lo.mented her 
ino.bility o.ctively to Jabour for the e.dvo.nce
ment of the Redeemer's kingdom.let none 
know how much she a.coomplishe by her 
cansto.nt intercessory pro.yen. She took o. 
keen interest in Mr. Spurgeon's Orphe.naee 
o.nd Dr. Ba.rnardo's Homes, as well o.s the 
Strict Baptist Missionary Society, and other 
works of fo.i th and lo.boors of love ; indeed 
she collected considerable sums for the first 
of these, especially from her visiting friends, 
and her sisters forwarded the same annually. 
Rhe was seldom favoured with great 
o.ssurance e.nd spiritual joy, bnt her faith 
and hope were steadily maintained. so much 
so that almost her last words were:-" It is 
a.II fo.ith," and she then repeated the lines :
"Wait, for the weary wa.y will soon be trod, 

Waii~x.~he crown of waiting, union with 

Four years ago she thought (a.nd indeed 
hoped) tho.t the time of her de12.arture ho.d 
come, but she we.a disappointed. This proved 
a severe trial to her, bnt she was enabled 
meekly to submit, B1Lying that all her desire 
was to glorify God, apparently having in 
her mind the words of the apostle In Phil. i. 
20. Since then our greatly afflicted sister 
resembled a. frail barque, launched upon the 
waters, but anchored to the shore,constantly 
moving to and fro, sometimes apparently 
going, and then her gentle motion checked 
by that which as yet held her here, but all 
the while only waiting the order from bead 
q narters to sto.rt on voyage. At length tho.t 
order came, after long a.nd painful waiting. 
Then her anchor wo.s weighed, a.nd her sails 
spread to catch the breeze. So she sped on her 

~~Etl n~~~i
0
e~~:.fn~~ ~a~e:;y~f~t:~r~~i 

her ·• abundantly into the everla.sting 
kingdom of onr Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Cbri•t." "Then are they glad, because they 
be quiet; so He bringeth them unto their 
desired haven." We interred the remains 
of her poor earthly fro.me in the Obnrch
yard e.t Kirby Muxloe, on August 21st. after 
a. brief but alfecting service, held in the 
company of many sorrowing relatives and 
friends at ~•orest Lodge. Bnt-

" It is not death to die, 
And leave this weary load; 

And with the brotherhood on hiirh, 
To be e.t home with God."-A. E. R. 



THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL. 
BY CHARLES HILL. 

"I e.m set for the defence of the Gospel."-Philippie.ns i. 16. 

•rHE term " the Gospel" does not here stand for the early me3sao-e of 
Divine mercy, addres~ed to a stricken and contrite sinner-bd't for 

the grand system of Christianity, the doctrines of grace considered as a 
connected and h"rmonious whole. 

Thus understood, it describes the mo3t gracious and sublime revela
tion which God has made of Himself. It expre3ses Divine thoughts in 
human language ; and comes as a grand disclosure of purpo3es and 
proceedings which originated in heaven in the mighty mind and heart 
of the eternal Deity. 

It is addressed exclusively to men. " Elect angels " do not need it. 
Fallen angels have never drunk of this sweet and sanctifying stream or 
laved their burning tongues in its gushing waters to assuage the unmter
able pain of their never-ceasing thirst. 

It is Heaven's glad tidings for -redeemed sinners-God's provision 
for the highest form of -life which He has been pleased to call into 
existence. When it is received by faith, sinners become saints-an 
aristocracy called from this earth to people the better world. 

THE GOSPEL F.XHIBITS A CHRIST. 

Its theme is mercy through meditation. This is its distinguishing 
glory. It presents a Deity clothed in dust-a God, with a human heart 
.-a living, loving, royal Redeemer, robed in garments gathered from our 
own globe. It pourtrays a Christ such as God only could bestow-a 
gift which even He has not wealth enough to repeat. The Master ever 
stands alone in His unique and iucomparable personality. Heaven itself 
cannot present His duplicate. 

The Gospel which is "the power of God unto salvation to everyone 
that believeth," is thus " the Gospel of Christ," and is inseparable from 
the great Person of whose glorious work it testifies (Rom. i. 16). 

Natural truth is independent of those that di~cover it. The scientist 
observes facts and principles which he records in the Treatise, which 
hereafter proves to be his great work. He dies ; but the book lives, and 
others pursue their investigations on his lines, to yet sublimer results. 
Thus philosophers pass away and become fading memories-while their 
systems survive and accomplish their work apart from the continued 
influence of those whose names they bear. 

The Gospel, however, is not a record long since written by a dead 
hand-a form of truth which Christ merely brought to light. He assumed 

• The above he.s been submitted to the preacher with the hope the.tit might 
obtain his own corrections and embellishments. His tired hand was. however, 
unequal to tho attempt; but it has our friend's sanction e.nd corroboration-as 
expressing whe.t" he tried to preach."-JOHN HOPEFUL. 

VoL. LIX. Nov1rnm:n, 1903. w 
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our nature, lived His beautiful aud holy life, and died upon the Cross that 
there might be a Gospel for us to believe. Thus, He made, what we 
preach. He is still the sum and substance, the "llll and in all " of the 
message which God uses to effect the salvation of His people. Christianity 
is a perpetual power, because of His "endless life." Its efficacy would 
terminate, were He to cease to be. It can exist only as it is filled with 
Him. Its life is His life. 

THE GOSPEL H.A.S EXEMIES. 

It should, therefore,find stedfastfriends. One of these Paul here claims 
to be. He tells us that those who preached Christ of " good will" and 
"love," regarded him as divinely commissioned to maintain the 
authority and integrity of the truth of God. These, he says, know that 
I am 

"SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL." 

"Set" like the beacon on the mountain's brow-observed of all ; 
"set " like a lamp on its stand-whose light illumines all around ; "set" 
like a city "upon a hill," and visible from far and near; "set" like the 
giant oak deeply rooted in the soil, abiding unscathed, in spite of wind 
and storm; "set" as was the house built upon the living rock-which 
remained unmoved though the tempestuous flood roared. "Set," as is 
the sentry, stationed at his lonely post to keep vigil, while his brothers 
in arms sleep. Keen of ear, he listens for an approaching foot-fall, 
demanding the pass-word from all intruders, and if need be raising the 
alarm. To this, it is most plausibly supposed, the Apostle here alludes. 
He was "set,"" appointed," "told off," to ensure the integrity of the 
system of truth to the interests of which his life was devoted. 

It was attacked at Antioch, but he who was "set " for its defence, 
declined to parley with its opponents, and gave way by subjection "no, 
not for an hour." Peter, and even Barnabas, was carried away by their 
dissimulation, bat he continued unmoved. In Galatia, a like attempt 
was made ; but he resisted it with grand curses, like muttered thunder . 

.A. NEEDED MINISTRY. 

Such a ministry is necessary. If reasons be sought for defending the 
Gospel, we might retort by enquiring whether, in the nature of things, 
it is not befitting and right that the cause of God and of truth should 
find ready champions in all holy men. 

Others-whose views differ from our own-not only promulgate 
what they consider to be Gospel-but shew true heroism in contending 
for it. We deplore their delusion ; but must respect their decision and 
daring. Consistency and courage are not without moral beauty, even 
when displayed in a bad cause. If error thus finds advocates, surely 
those who "shun not to declare all the counsel of God" should be bold 
"on the Lord's side." 

We are confident that ours is the only Gospel which can benefit men 
and bring glory to God-and shall we be silent when Christianity is 
misrepresented and opposed ? Shame on us, if we do not regard our
selves as also "set" for its "defence." " Thou hast given a banner to 
them that fear Thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth." 

THE GOSPEL IS WORTH DEFENDIXG. 

Good things invariably are. Life, liberty, the eanctity of home, the 
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rights of conscience-are so precious that if as-Jailed, men blaze into 
indignaUon, and part with their heart's blood rather than suffer privileges 
~o valuable to be wrested from those whose birthright they are. And 
lf national and social freedom is dear, if valour should make a stand 
and yield not o.n inch to those who would invade premises so sa(:red
the Gospel, the truth of God, heaven's charter of spiritual liberty, 
demands that we should shrink from n:> conflict and grudge no sacrifice 
which its defence entails. It is the greatest, gladdest, most glorious 
principle in the world-and should enlist the energies of all the worthies 
of the great King. 

Some wars have been mo3t inglorious. Money has been expended, 
and hundreds of lives sacrificed, to obtain a concession or acquire a 
territory which was useless to the nation which was called victorious
and the object realioed proved incommensurate with the suffering and 
loss endllred. 

The Gospel, however, is worthy to be defended at all costs. What 
the world would have been without it, none can conceive. Consider the 
evil it has averted and repressed ! Men might have grown wor5e than 
devils but for its benign and wholesome restraints. Look at the good it 
has effected! What the Sun is to Nature, the Gospel is to the moral and 
spiritual world. Without it, darkness and death would have been 
universal. It has inspired the noblest enterprises, infW!ed strength into 
timid hearts ; it has come with Divine power to cheer, animate and 
uphold spirits that would otherwise have been overwhelmed wit!: 
despondency. Lips have been loaded with songs of rejoicing that had 
~lse opened only to mutter groans of disappointment or despair. 
Through it, men have defied the tyrants' bloody power, and manifested 
that 

" Stone walls do not e. prison make, 
Or iron bars a cage." 

Tts lustre grows brighter as life nears its close. Yonder man is dying. 
Dark clouds hover above, but the Gospel flings back the gates of the 
glory-world, and Christianity whispers-" Be of good cheer" for He " is 
with thee " still. 

Visit the grave. Without this, what is there here to cheer stricken 
and bereaved hearts? Nothing. The recorded faith of God's elect, and 
this only, sheds one ray of light on the unknown region beyond the 
tomb. But go to that sombre spot with the truths of religion and it 
becomes luminous with "a hope full of immortality." Christ lived : 
Christ died : Christ rose from the dead : Christ ascended in His whole 
glorified Person to heaven : Christ will come again ; and "even so, them 
that sleep in Jesus will God brin5 with Him." A Gospel so grand 
claims our defence, by whomsoever it may be assailed. 

RESOLUTE OPPOSITION CALLS FOR BRAVE DEFEXCE. 

The importance of a cause may be estimated by the character of its 
opponents. This has "many adversaries," wrote Paul, and it still has 
strong and influential foes. Some of the mightiest forces in existence 
are marshalled against it. Learning, art, eloquence, wealth, all h,ive 
been directed with fierce and terrible directness against the cause of 
God on earth. If we are apathetic, its enemies mean war to the death
and all spiritually loyal men should be willing, at any cost, to "come to 
the help of the Lord against the mighty." 
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CRAFTY FOES ARE THE MOST DANOEHOUS. 

Certain ad,ersaries, however, claim sp~cial attention, because the most 
difficult to withstand. When an euemv challenges to conflict, flaunting the 
hostile flag on high, and sounding the martial trumpet alond, our attitude 
and action are not matters of debate. Open defiance demands manly 
defence. Jude, howeYer, tells us of some opponents of the Gospel, in 
his day, whose strategy was different. They did not advance boldly 
and avow their animosity to God and His truth. "They crept in 
priYily," twisting themselves into association with God's people, like 
snakes in their slime, under the cover of darkaeFs Nor is their race 
extinct : and their craft and subtlety enforce the necessity of our 
defending the GoRpel. The enmity of such persons demonstrates its 
importance, and appeals to us to "hold fast the form of sound words." 

We ap:i::eal again to 
BYGOKE CHAMPIONS OF THE FAITH. 

It was originally "delivered to the saints." To holy men of old it was 
first entrusted-to record, to maintain, and to guard ; and what they did 
and endured, may well inspire our enthusiasm. They •· counted not 
their lives dear unto themselves." Dungeon groans and martyr flames 
testified to their ardour. They 

" Gre.sped the sword, the shield, the spee.r, 
And bre.ve of bee.rt, repressing fear, 

Did battle for the right I" 

Heroic hands wavt:d aloft the torch of truth, whose light shone far and 
wide. Shall not we, too, in our turn uplift it high ? Those who preceded 
us were men of whom we may well be proud. Dark nights, dirty lanes, 
open and secret opposition, did not hinder them from carrying the 
Gospel to distant and lonely spots that all might hear the tidings of 
sovereign mercy-and shall we prove the unworthy sons of such worthy 
sires ? 

We recall the men who were our comrades in the old days. They 
were the eEsence of manlines~, who would not and could not condescend to 
the dirty tricks and shabby ways to which some that we know are 
addicted. •· Simple as concerning evil," they were not clever enough to 
act with the craft and subtlety that others have manifested. If they 
differed from you they said so to your face, but respected your character 
and preserved your reputation in your absence. How they lived, and 
loved, and laboured, we cannot forget ; and shall not what they through 
grace icere, fire our hearts to emulate them in the defence of the Gospel 
of their and our God ? 

"Our fathers were high-minded men who nobly kept the faith; 
To freedom and to conscience true in danger and in death. 
Nor should their deeds be e'er forgot, for noble men were they, 
Who struggled hard for sacred rights and bravely won the day. 

For all they sufier'd little cared those earnest men and wise ; 
Their zeal for Christ, their love of truth, made them the shame despise. 
Great names had they, but greater souls, trne heroes of their age, 
That like a rock, in stormy seas, defied opposing rage. 

And such as our forefathers were may we their children be, 
And in our hearts their spirit live, that bafned tyranny I 
Then we'll uphold the cause of right; the cause of mercy, too; 
To toil or suffer for 1.he Truth is th' noblest thing to do I " 
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THE GOSPEL IS THE CHRISTIAJ!II SAFEGUARD. 

" The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God." "The shield that 
que11che3 the fiery darts of the wicked one" is the shield of the Faith. 
lt wa:1 thus used by the Master Himself in His encounter with Satan in 
the wilderness. Thrice did the crafty foe advance. Thrice did one 
weap::m foil him-" It is written." Against this he could not prevail. 

fo controversy none have silenced gainsayers like those who were 
"mighty in the Scripture"; in times of persecution none have stood so 
bravely as those who hid God's Word in their heart, and had Eimple 
faith in its truth. 

Nor has its ancient power left it, and we may well, once more, raise 
the long-loved song :-

" Should e.11 the forms the.t men devise 
Assault my Faith with treacherous art, 

I'd call them vanity and lies, 
And bind the Gospel to my heart." 

It is still our armoury, in which our only reliable weapons can be 
found. It thus demands of all who hold it dear, that they should "quit 
them like men, and be strong " in its defence. 0 to be of the number 
who will overcome at last "through the blood of the Lamb and the ll'Ord 

of the testimony! '' 
The Truth claims resolute defence, because 

WHILE TI~E LASTS, THE GOSPEL WILL BE NEEDED. 

What the world's future may be, who can say ? Science is making 
marvellous strides, and may advance to yet unheard-of wonders. 
Education has reached the masses. Social progress has greatly affected 
the ideas and ways of mankind ; yet two, out of many facts remain 
untouched, and will continue in force till the J udgment trumpet heralds 
Time's solemn end. 

The tirst dire, dreadful fact, i3 the PRESENCE AND PROGRESS OF SIN. 
This neither art, science, culture, nor an elevated standard of popular 
morality will ever terminate or arrest; and ·' conscience uninfluenced" 
will " tell every man " that he must finally appear before the bar and 
book of his Maker and Judge. 

A second fact is, that until the last day, GRACE ,nLL BE I:'.-l" OPERA
TION to save chosen and redeemed sinners, to meet whose needs the 
Gospel will be an imperative necessity. Not more essential to ordinary 
exietence are the common light and the vitalising atmosphere, than is the 
Gospel to spiritual life. " What must I do " will, while the world last3, 
be the agonising cry of penitent aad prostrate sinners ; and whose urgent 
wants nothing but the Go3pel will ever supply. We and our children, 
and our cllild1·,m's children-even "as many as the Lord our God shall 
call ''-will therefore continue to need it. Hence our obligation to 
ensure its perpetuation and purity by every means in our power. 

c+OD co:mIANDS us TO DEFEND HIS TRuTH. 

Gritce was never designed to terminate on its objects ; and we are 
chosen, redeemed, and saved that we may be living witnesses of the 
truth and grace of the living God. All to who~ ~he Gospel. ha~ co~e 
in the power of th~ Holy Ghost are, therefore, eniorne:l to enlist rn this 
noble cause. 
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THB CHRISTIAN RACER DIRECTED AND 
ENCOURAGED. 

BY E. MITCHELL. 

" Wherefore seeing we also a.re compassed a.bout with so gree.t e. aloud of 
witnesses, let us lay a.side eve,y weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus.''-Heb. xii. 1, :2. 

IT has not inaptly been said, that "he is a poor mason that refuseth 
any stone." Stones of all sizes and shapes may be built into a wall 

without imparing its strength, while its appearance may be improved 
thereby. The Apostle Paul-supposing him to have written this epistle 
-did not disdain the use of the race-cour,se to illustrate and enforce the 
lessons he was presenting to his readers. The figure is eminently adapted 
to set forth a Christian life, and occurs frequently in Paul's epistles. In 
the portion under consideration the apostle commences the application 
of his discourse upon faith, contained in the preceding chapter. He 
would not have bis bearers merely admire the conduct of these heroes of 
faith, whom he bas portrayed, but be imitators of them-to walk in the 
steps of their faith. In effect, bis argument is, "Seeing we ore thus 
compassed about with such a number of worthies, who have reached 
the goal, let us follow in their steps, animated by their example." 

The figure employed lends itself very remarkably to the purpose Paul 
had in view. To begin, there is a well-defined course for the racer to run 
in. Should he step outside the bounds, or run in any other track, he 
becomes diequalified to receive the prize. So the Christian cou:ree is 
clearly laid down in the sacred oracles, and only those who tread the 
narrow way will ever reach the goal. Men have devised a thousand ways 
by which they hope to enter heaven, but there is but one way that leads to 
the celestial city. "I am THE WAY, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father but by Me," said the Lord. In the fece of this 
word tbme who devise other w&ys, not only lose their labour, but also 
challenge the veracity of Christ ; they despise the greatest contrivance 
of infinite love and wisdom, and engage in flat rebellion against 
God. Their guilt is extreme, and their inventions abominations 
to God. The Lord Christ is the way in which the heavenly racer must 
continue until be reaches the goal. Having received Him at the 
commencement. he must walk in Him." Alas! there are not a few 
whom we are compelled to address in Paul's language, and say, "Ye did 
run well ; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth ? "t 
And, in our meiisure, we travail in birth for them, that Christ may be 
formed in them. t 

Again, the runners were introduced to the course. Not every one was 
qualified to contend in the "Olympian Games." The runners must 
have been properly entered, of pure Greek blood, and introduced by a 
resporu;ible person. Now the Christian course is open to sinners from 
every nation, land, or clime. Yet, before any one can enter upon the 
race, be must be born of incorruptible seed. He thus becomes a1true 
hraelite, and all such-and such only are legitimate runners-are 
introduced to the coune by the Lord the Spirit. Indeed, it is by 
regeneration that we enter the contest, for apart from it wr. have neither 

• Col. ii. G. t Gal. v. 7. ! Ga.I. iv. 19. 
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eyes to see the coun1e, nor a heart to enter upon the race ; neither have 
we feet to run therein. Over the entrance to the course is inscribed, "Ye 
must be born again." 

The "cloud of witnesses" calls for a remark by the way. Some 
suppose the allusion to be to the spectators, who gathered in vast crowds 
to see how the competitors acquitted themselves in the race. These take 
the witnesses to be the spirits of the saints, who have finished their 
course, and are now watching how those who have not yet reached the 
goal are running. Thie is supposed to be a very stimul11.ting thought, 
and a number of exhortatiorn! and remarks, more or Iese wise, are based 
upon it. The idea of spectators sufficiently well agrees with the figure 
employed. As one writes: "It gives vividness to the image : as the 
crowd of spectators gave additional spirit to the combatants, so ' the 
cloud of witnesses,' who have themselves been in the same contest, ought 
to increase our earnestness, testifying, as they do, to God's faithful
ne1JS." • There appear to us to be several weak points in this exposition. 
To begin with the word translated witnesses. According to the I exicone, 
it does not mean spectators, but those who have something to testify, 
persons who bear witness to certain things that are within their know
ledge. Our word martyr is a transliteration of this Greek word 
"martus "-a martyr being one who bears witness by his death. Now a 
witnees, and a mere spectator, are not the same things-the words 
convey different ideas. Mr. Fausset unites both ideas in the above 
quotation ; he regards them as spectators looking on, and then as 
witneeses testifying. The latter part of the explanation does not agree 
with the former. The spectators of the games were not, at least as to 
the great bulk of them, men who had themselves gained the victory in 
the games; and testifying is not the business of a spectator. Then again, 
it assumes that the spirits of the saints who have departed are engaged 
in observinF: how we acquit ourselves in the race. What knowledge they 
may have of the affairs of this world is not revealed in the Word. and 
speculation upon it appears to us to be worse than useless. We incline 
to Newton's view:-

" Thus much (and this is e.ll) we know
They a.re completely blest,-

He.ve done with sin, e.nd ea.re, e.nd woe, 
And with their Se.viour rest." 

The passage does not need the idea of spectators introduced to give 
it force. The apostle had given a fairly long list of the heroes of faith 
in the preceding chapter. These, with all the other host of believers, 
who had reached the goal, were the witnesses of whom he speaks. They 
are not regarded as looking on to see how we acquit ourselves in the 
contest, but as bearing witness to the reality of unseen things, and the 
faithfulness of God. We are to be stimulated and encouraged, not by 
the thought of their presence and observation, but by their example, so 
that we may follow in their steps, and so obtain the prize. 

" Our glorious Leader claims our pre.ise, 
For His own pattern given; 

While the long line of witnesses 
Shows the se.me pe.th to hee.ven." 

We come now to the directions given to the runners. "Let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us." The 

A. R. Fe.usset: "Critice.l, Experimental, and Practioe.l Commenta.ry." 
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fignre is consistently followed. The runners divP.sted themselves of all 
encnmbrances. By a course of severe training they removed all super
fluous flesh. and entered upon the race clad only in garments of the 
lightest description, formed so as not in any way to impede their pro
gress. We may take the 1ce(qhts that are to be laid aside as referring to 
things not unlawful in themselves, yet that become impediments and 
hindrances in the Christian life. The men in the parable, who declined 
the invitation to the supper, pleaded-one that he had bought a piece of 
land, and must needs go and see it ; another that he had bought five 
yoke of oxen, and must go and prove them ; and a third had married a 
wife, and therefore could not attend. None of these things were 
unlawful in themselves, but they became snares by absorbing the minds 
of those engaged in them. So with us lawful things may be inexpedient, 
3:nd where they become weights, which hinder our spiritual progress, 
tney are to be resolutely laid aside. This direction in our day, when· 
with many professors anything approaching self-denial is entirely 
unknown, is certainly as much needed as when it was originally given. 
And let none of us suppose we require it not. Rather, •• Jet him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." To us it appears that this 
word, "Let us lay aside every weight," was never more pertinent than now. 

But there is also "the sin which doth so easily beset us," that must 
be laid aside also. From this passage the phrase "besetting sin" has 
been derived. That there are sins which po8sess an advantage in attack
ing us, can scarcely be questioned; but whether this is the meaning of 
the passage is open to doubt. Certainly every Christian should know 
and guard specially against those sins which, from his constitution, or the 
circumstances of his life, most easily obtain an advantage over him. To 
keep a strict guard over our weakest points is a dictate of wisdom. Calvin 
expounds it of indwelling sin·:" He speaks not of outward, or, as they say, 
of actual sins, but of the very fountain, even concupiscence or lust, which 
so possesses every part of us, that we feel we arc on every side held by its 
snares." Gill mentions both the interpretations above, and adds : " Or it 
may be the sin of unbelief is intended, that being opposite to the grace of 
faith, the apostle had been commending in the preceding chapter, and he 
exhorts to; and is a sin which easily insinuates itself, and prevails, and that 
sometimes under the notion of a virtue, as if it would be immodest or 
presumptuous to believe ; the arguments for it are apt to be readily and 
quickly embraced." The word rendered" easily beset" occurs nowhere 
else in the New Testament. Its meaning is thus defined: "Standing well 
around, well or easily surrounding or encompassing ; well circumstanced, 
of a temptation or sin, which has every advantage in favour of its pre
vailing." * Take whatever view we may of it, the passage clearly calls 
us to watchfulness, and a mortifying of the fiesh.t 

•Bullinger: "Critical Lexicon and Concordance.'' 
t "The word 'euperistaton' means, literally, 'well standing around,' but eu 

in composition often means readily, easily, aptly. Then we may render it, ' the 
readily surrounding sin,' that is the sin which readily surrounds us, and thereby 
entangles us, so as to prevent us, like long garments, to run our course. The 
runners threw aside every weight or burden, and also their long garments. 
Therefore the second clause is not explanatory of the preceding, as some con
sider it, but is wholly a distinct thing; there was the burden and the readily 
entangling sin. The burden was probably worldly cares. or, as Theophylact says, 
' the baggage of earthly concerns ; ' and the easily encircling sin seems to have 
been the fear of persecution, as Doddridge suggests, which, if allowed to prevail, 
would lead them to apostasy."-J. OWEN, of Thrussington. 
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Then we must persevere. " Let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us." Patient perseveratce is necessary in order that we may 
reach the goal. It is not al ways those that run the fastest at first who 
hold out to the end. The rocky ground hearers made a great show at 
first, but they soon, alas I withered away. lf weak, let us be constant. 
If our pace be not so fast as were to be wished, yet let us still persevere. 
Let us, as best we can, •· prtss towards the mark for tbe prize of our high 
C>tlling of God in Christ Jesus." How much there is to urge us on! 
Ruin is behind us, danger lurks for the loiterer, while safety and ever
lasting life and glory are before us; and the great clolld of witnesses 
show us the way, encourage our efforts, and assure us of the prize. 

Our proper attitude is indicated-" Looking unto Jesus." He is our 
g• eat Forerunner, and His example is inspiring above all others. But He 
is more than an example, He is the Source of our strength. The word 
rendered " looking " means to look off from one thing to another. We 
must do exactly oppo:1,te to what Peter did. He looked off from his 
Lord, and at the waves ; we must look off from all the difficulties, and 
unto our Lord. From Him we shall derive all tbe spiritual strength and 
vigour the race requires. Let us but keep our eyes fixed upon Jesus, and 
nothing will be able to stop our progress; we shall keep in the middle of 
the course, and go straight to the goal. Neither will the road seem 
unduly hard, nor the race excessively toilsome. Rather we shall sing-

" His way was n.uch rougher and darker than mine ; 
Did Jesus thus suffer, and shall I repine?" 

There is an impor,ant point in which the figure of the text altogether 
fails. In the games one man bore away the prize. No mar ter how dili
gently a man migh•, prepare for tbe contest, nor how strenuously he 
might contend. even though he should strain every muscle, and stretch 
every nerve, yet a stronger or speedier opponent might bear away the 
prize. But in the Christian race it is far otherwise. The honest 
ruuner, however feeble or slow, shall receive the reward. Thns the 
great apostle of the Gentiles : " I have finished my coarae, . . . 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give unto me at that day ; and 
not to me o rrly, but unto them all also that love His appearing." 0 gracious 
word~ ! how they should animate our souls, inspire us with indomitable 
resolution, and fire us wi~h love and zeal for our gracious J\faste(s 
holy cause! 

"I KNOW THAT PoINT."-The late SAMUEL MARKS, of Cambridge 
was a pa,t-master in the holy art of aiding candidates for Baptism and 
Membership to make their" good confession" at the preliminary Church 
meeting with facility and pleasure. On one occasion, a young sister, on 
her introduction to the Assembly, was so nervous and timid that, though 
he questioned her skilfully and gently, she could not utter a single word. 
"Never mind, my dear," he at length quietly observed, "we'll sing a 
hymn first," and he proceeded to give out No. 283 from "Gad,by's 
Selection"-"'Tis a point I long to know." "Oh, Mr. :Marks," she at 
once exclaimed," don't sing that-[ KNOW THAT POINT." "Do you, my 
deitr?" he exclaimed; '· then we won't; but let us know ho,v it was you 
came to love the Lord ? " Encouraged by his gentle manner and kind 
words "or ever she was aware," she was pouring forth her unpremeditated 
story,' which all received with satisfaction and gratitude to the Lord. 

x: 
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RELIGIOUS DISSIPATION. 

A W°OMAN'S THOl'GHTS ON A DEBATABLE QUES'l.'ION.• 

Christians, in your sev'ral stations, 
Dutiful to all relations, 

Give to each his proper due, 
Let not their unkind behaviour 
Make you disobey your Saviour: 

His command's the rule for you. 

This shall solve th' important question, 
Whether thou'rt e. ree.l Christian, 

Better the.n ea.oh golden dream. 
Better far than lip-expression, 
Towering notions, great profession : 

This she.II show your love to Him. 

"As the duty of every day required " (Ezra. iii. 4). "To everything there is
a sea.son, and a time to every purpose under the sun '' (Ecclesiastes iii. 1). 
" Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with THY might " (Ecclesiastes ix--
10). 

THE word "dissipation" is commonly associated with the habits of those-
whose lives are devoted to the pursuit of unworthy pleasures. It 

ho~eve~, stric~ly means the act of dispersing ; the scattering or squan: 
derrng m unw1Se and reckless ways what should be reserved and utilised 
with consideration and prudE:nce. It thus stands in contrast to "con
centration "-which describes the habit of a well-trained mind that 
confines its attention to objects and pursuits which claim foremost 
regard, and upon which effort can be expended with the greatest expecta
tion of profit. 

It will be admitted that a characteristic of almost all eminent. 
Christians has been their devotion to the cause, which appealed most 
powerfully to their hearts. Their purposes and pursuits went out in the 
direction which had the sanction of their highest sense of right ; and 
their concentrativeness was a great element of their power and usefulness .. 
The lack of this must therefore be a source of weakness and a cause of 
failure. To this my paper refers. I call it "religious dissipation." 

That there is such a thing, and that it claims attention, is my de
cided conviction, though perha1-1s I cannot defend my position in a logical 
way, and must ask you to regard it from a woman's standpoint and to 
estimate it by her standard-her own feelings on the matter. 

Kot long since, I and a friend, a member of a Congregational 
Church, desired to arrange to spend an evening in the following week 
together ; but this we found impracticable on account of meetings of 
one sort or another which we both felt bound to attend at our several' 
chapels, and a service at which it was my duty to be present in a distant 
part of the town. We therefore had to postpone our pleasant interview 
and thus give ''absence" a chance of making "our hearts grow fonder," 
as the old song says. 

• The above article is perhaps relevant to the circumstances of Churches in 
large towns only. To the younger members of many such, its importance is,. 
however, great. 

The Author, it may be stated, is herself a most earnest and active 
worker in connection with her own Chapel, and has long devoted her energies to -
the spiritual welfare of young women, to ma.ny of whom she ha.s been made most 
useful. Her doctrinal views a.re in full accord with those of this magazine. 
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When conversing with one of our own young people some time since, 
she expressed regret that there was no extra meeting that week, but only 
the two regular chapel services. I suggested that it would be a good 
opportunity for doing needlework. She, however, frankly told me that 
she" didn't care to stay indoors of an evening." Now, she was a right
minded girl, and had a bright and comfortable home, and her confession 
seemed a sad one : an indication of something which demanded some 
prayerful thought. 

Are not these fair samples of what is continua11y going on in the 
religious world, and for which the active workers at some, at least, of 
onr chapels, are to some extent responsible. So numerous and pressing 
are the claims which call us from home on what is supposed to be the 
Master's business, and to which we must respond if we desire to be 
regarded as loving and earnest Christians, that there is a danger of our 
forgetting the other claims of our social life and our duties toward those 
who are nearest and dearest to us. 

Not for a moment would I ;ipeak against regular attendance at the 
House of God and hearty service in His cause. We are enjoined not to 
"forsake the assembling of ourselves together." Most thoroughly do I 
believe that special blessing is vouchsafed "where two or three are 
gathered together " in the name of the Lord. Good, I am assured, is 
effected by the co-operation of Christians in efforts to make the lives of 
others better and brighter. I plead merely that more wisdom and dis
cretion are required in our attempts lio balance the respective claims of 
home and social duties with those of religion, than I fear the lives of 
some exhibit. 

"Our piety," we are told, is to be first shown "at home" (1 Tim. 
v. 4), and the exhortation is important.• We are prone to reserve the 
display of our best religious feeling for services and public gatherings, 
and as a sort of compensation to ourselves for the extra strain this has 
caused us, to give way to temper, selfishness and other unlovely things 
in the social circle. Might it not b~ better if we could condense the 
real spirituality and profit of these meetings into a smaller space ? 

"Religion." as John Fawcett te11s us," is the chief concern of mortals 
here below," but it is not the only one. All of us have duties not 
directly connected with it, though they should be impermeated by its 
spirit. 

We have our position to fill in our own homes. We have to try and 
make those nearest and dearest to us happy-not in a merely negative 
way by pluming ourselves that "we are sure that we never interfere with 
them," but by distinct acts of kindness which are the outgrowth of 
thought, effort, and perhaps self-sacrifice. 

We have our own circle of private friends, altogether outside of our 
chapel connections, and "he that bath friends must show himself 

" "If any widow have children or grandchildren "-who have become pe.r
te.kers.of the gre.ce of God-;-" let theee learn first "-in th~ orde~ of preced~,nce
" to show piety towards th,ir own household, and to reqmte their parents. -See 
R,V. That is to say, "while they profess religion in other we.ys e.nd in other 
associations, let their first consideration be to manifest its fruits towards their 
own kindred." Religion, like charity, begins at home, but does not end there. 
Will young Christians notice the special bearing of this on their own liue, and 
conduct? -EDITOR. 
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friendly." _Would it not be well for us to try more than perhaps we 
all do-to live out the sweet words of Anna Letitia Waring:-

" Wherever in the world I e.m, 
In whatso'er estate, 

I he.ve a fellowship with hearts 
To keep and cultivate, 

And a work of lowly love to do 
For the Lord, on whom I wait. 

So I ask Thee for the daily strength 
To none that a.sk denied, 

And a mind to blend with outward life 
While keeping by Thy side. 

Content to nil a little spa.ce 
If Thou be glorified." 

We have our own minds to cultivate, our capacity for usefulness to 
develop, our power to please others to iacrease. God causes good books 
to come in our way, and we should devote some time to their perusal. 
"'." e should seek to obtain general knowledge by visiting museums and 
picture-galleries and buildings of historical interest. Our love for 
Nature ~hould be expanded by endeavours to gain an enlarged acquain
tance with the wonders and beauties of the glorious world on which our 
Creator has been pleased to place us, and thus 

" with filial confidence inspired, 
Lift up to Heaven an unpresumptuous eye 
And smiling, say :-• My Father me.de them all.' " 

Only as we frame our lives somewhat on this plan, can we be our own 
best selves-and only as we are our truest and best selves can we realise 
the aspiration of the beautiful verses of Bishop Ken's :-

" Lord, I my vows to Thee renew, 
Disperse my sins as morning dew, 
Guard my first springs of thought and will 
And with Thyself my spirit fill. 

Direot, control, suggest, this day, 
All I design, or do or say, 
That all my powers, with all their might 
In Thy sole glory may unite." 

Religious dissipation does not perhaps affect men as it does women. 
They will go out to one place or another, and it is better for them to be 
in a Christian assembly than elsewhere. It does not interfere so much 
with their other duties. Home is not their peculiar sphere of action
at least, until they are married, when it is their duty to spend a fair 
proportion of their evenings with their wives and childr~n. . Home 
is, however, a woman's realm and battlefield, where all her prrnc1ples are 
brought to the front and the reality of her religion tested ; and she 
should consider carefully before neglecting this sphere of duty for any 
other, however paramount the call to service should seem to be. 

I speak feelingly and from experience. I have known what it is to 
be in an agony of indecision when I had an invalid mother at home who 
wanted my company, while at t.he same time I wag pressed to consider it 
my duty to attend numerous meetings which would take me much away, 
and beyond the hope that I was doing good, prove an agreeable 
and really needed change. 

Paul's teaching is ,;ery plain :-" Study to be quiet and do your own 
business." " Let the women be keepers at home." In setting forth the 
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character of a Deacon's wife, he insists on her ruling well her own 
household. Solomon's virtuous woman spent her time in doing needle
work and looking well to the comfort of her family and retaining her 
husband's trust and love. The tapestry we admire at Hampton Court 
and other historical places was the work of ladies who in olden times 
used to spend a great part of their lives quietly working with their 
daughters and maid-servants. Who shall say they were less holy than 
the women of our times ? 

Many of us have felt the pBthos of the touching forecast of the 
unknown poet who predicts that as the result of our live;i and ministries 
-what we are and what we do- if we are but true and good, 

'' Sweeter shall the roses blow 
In those far years, those happier years, 

And children weep when we lie low, 
Far fewer tears - far softer tears." 

Some do thus " serve their own generation " and ensure happiness 
for "generations yet unborn," but such avoid the on wisdom I have 
pointed out and give to every duty as it makes appeal to them, the 
forceful attention of their hearts. 

Thus, while I trust that we shall all more and more "love God's 
house and the place where His honour dwelleth "-and that we shall all 
seek to serve Him in some branch of Christian service c,mnected with 
ttie Church which we love so truly, I hope that we shall do this so 
prayerfully and wisely as ia no way. to dissipate our powers, but employ 
all in the right way, at the right time, with the right motive and with 
the glad expectation that God will condescend to be glorified in and by 

s, for Christ's sake. ========== AGATHA. 

PASSIVE RESISTANCE, CUI BONO?* 
WE have been favoured with the following statement of the position of 

PASSIVE RESISTERS, BY C. WEST, ERITH. 

"From our point of view," observes this esteemed brother and Chris
tian Minister, "we not only consider the Act to be iniquitous, unjust, and 
oppre~sive, but fear that it will poison the very fountain of our national 
life, viz., the education of our children. This is surely bad enough, 
and ours is no question of policy or expediency to bring about a redre,s for 
our wrongs ; but it is a matter of deeper import which touches our hearts 
and consciences till we say, with Peter, 'We ought to obey God rather 
than man.'" 

It is the fact of the introduction of the idolatrous and blasphemous 
assumptions of the Church of Rome placing the Pope above God, the 
Virgin Mary above Christ, the worship of the Host, the filthy book of 
the confessional, '' The Priest in Absolution" with all its abominations, 
into the Anglican Church ; and their idols-too numerous to mention
will follow. Now the question arises, How can I pay for the propagation 
of this idolatry, and not have the mark of the beast in my right hand ? 
(Rev. xiii. 16.) 

*" Cui bdnv? Who.t praotioal use is it ? What will be gained thereby? 
Literally, to what or whom is it a gain? The Question of Judge Cassius. Cicero, 
Pro Milone, XII., Seo. 32. '' Diotionary of Phrttse and Fable, by E. Cobham 
Brewer, LL.D. 
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Further, what adds weight to this is the fact that Rome has shed 
the blood of millions of the saints, and tortured them by the rack, and 
by imprisonment, till we are pained to recite the horrible sto1·y. 

Would not our martyred ancest.ors cry out," Pay? Never, for such 
a system as this ! Resist to the death ! Hand down the priceless 
heritage of your freedom, untainted and untarnished, to succeeding 
generations." 

May I recommend all whose judgments are in suspense to read 
through D'Aubigne's" History of the Reformation" for one month, and 
in the next Wylie's work on the same subject, and for the third Foxe·s 
" Book of Martyrs." Then, though I am no prophet, I venture to 
predict that Non-passive Resisters will be few, at least I hope so. 

I am, yours in the Gospel, C. W." 
"QUI BONO,'' OR WHAT GOOD WILL IT DO? 

We have deemed it right t.o insert the above-not only on account of 
our high regard for its writer, but because, as the bias of what has 
appeared in our pages may, perhaps, be considered as being towards the 
other side-it seems fair that at least one such letter as this should be 
given. 

We,, nevertheless, fail to see the relevance of our brother's arguments 
to the real point at issue. Nonconformists, almost to a man, condemn 
the Education Act, and view it with aversion and apprehension ; while 
they join with him in their determined hostility to the errors of the 
apostate Church. 

The question which is stirring holy hearts does not, however 
affect these points at all. It is this and no other. How can Christian 
ratepayers who regard the Act with disfavour, most effectively oppose it 
in such a way as to obtain its removal from the Statute-book of the 
Realm? 

Oar brethren, the Passive Resisters, conceive that their action must 
have the force of an unanswerable protest and hasten this consummation. 
They, therefore, act as martyrs--or at least confessors-to a principle 
which they deem so important. 

But is there not a flaw in their reasoning ? A martyr is indeed-as 
the etymology of the word implies-a witness ; but his death is n? 
proof of the truth of his belief, but merely witnesses to the fact of his 
belwving. By submitting to be tortured and killed rather than allow wh_at 
he considers a lie to be divinely true he shows his own grace and grit, 
and the beauty of his consistency and bravery has its weight as testi
mony, but it proves nothing in favour of the cause he espouses. 

Sir Thomas More, who was beheaded on Tower Hill, in 1535 
-nominally for high treason, but really for refusing to sanction the 
Reformation-died as a martyr to the religion of Papal Rome. Twenty 
years later Bishop Hooper was burnt at the stake for his stern and 
sterling Protestantism. 

Now, neither proved anything in relation to the cause he advocated. 
Popery is a lie, though the godly ex-Chancellor died in its inte~ests. 
Protestantism would have been divinely true, had not a drop of samtly 
blood ever been shed in its defence. 

The martyr spirit is beautiful and noble, but submitting to martyrdom 
does not demonstrate the validity of what the man who suffers believes 
t.o be right. 
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~ravely and earnestly we ask our passively-resisting brethren to 
-consider whether their testimony has the significance and carries the 
weight they have supposed, and if not, Cui bono ? What real good will 
or can come of it ? 

What such of our readers a3 do not share our worthy brother's con
ivictions, will think of a position which requires three months' somewhat 
tough reading to substantiate it, we cannot imagine, nor why he should 
not have recommended some history of the earlier and later decades of 
the seventeenth century, when Laud.ism prevailed and the Church of 
England appeared at her very worst. 

Did such weighty arguments as Mr. Hazlerigg's again, deserve no 
notice if he desired to discuss the subject in our pages ? 

Here, however, as far as we are concerned the matter ends. The 
two letters should be read together, and the guidance of the good Spirit 
earnestly sought that we may all act as in the fear of God. 

CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 
" COME AND HEAR, all ye that fear God, and I WILL DECLARE what He hath 

,done for my soul."-Psa. lxvi. 16. 
( Continued from page 272). 

'

UE have hitherto confined our attention to some of the essential 
1 f features of the work of inwrought grace in the hearts of chosen 

and redeemed sinners. We now proceed to enquire "how far it is the 
duty of Christians to communicate their religioits experience to others? " 

.A.t once we admit the necessity of caution and reserve on the subject. 
It would be pleasant to insist that when the fire burns, the child of God 
should fearlessly give expression to the warm current of feeling which 
has begun to flow within him. But can this be ? The reserve which 
every prudent man maintains on other matters ought not to be broken 
when the subject is religion, and above all, religious experience. Hence 
our text warns us that a recital of the dealings of God with our souls 
should be given only to His people. "Those tbat fear Him," and these 
only, are addressed; since they that are spiritual-and no others-can form 
an accurate, unbiassed and sympathetic estimate of spiritual things 
(1 Cor. ii. 15). 

Evil has frequemly arisen from young Christians, in the flush and 
glow of the days of their first love, unwisely taking unsuitable persons 
into tbeir confidence in such matters-a confidence too often betrayed 
when secret and solemn occurrences have been published•to other worldly 
persons-and made the basis of cruel allegations, bitter sarcasm, and 
almost intolerable opposition to the religion so ingenuously, yet so 
unwisely confessed. A slight acquaintance with the world, and the 
perverted use it often makes of the best things, should inspire caution, 
lest we do harm by an indiscriminate disclosure of facts, in which natural 
men can feel no real interest-and should restrain us from violating our 
own sense of propriety, without any assurance of doing good, nay, at 
the risk of injuring ourselves and others. 

Moreover, it is to those "that fear God," that the Psalmist desired 
to impart the secrets of his heart. Now, without presuming to force 
undue meaning from tbe expression, it may be observed that except, in 
a general sense, the words hardly describe all who, in the judgrnent of 
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charit_v, may be supposed to be the subjects of Divine grace. A 
sreciality seems to be designed. Among those that fear God, some 
"desire to fear His name" (Neb. i. 11); others" fear God amou~ 
many" (Neh. vii. 2), and ere" in the fear of the Lord all the day long" 
(Pro,·. xxiii. 17). Between these and'' the wicked," before whoee eyes 
"r.here is no fear of God" (Psa. xxxvi. 1), there are many degrees
and may we not suppose that David's idea here, is that he wished to 
unburden his mind to choice and spiritually-minded saints-to whom 
the Lord, in the majesty of His awful but inspiring holiness, was a 
li'l'ing and ever-present fact-and who thus, in a pre-eminent degree, 
"walk" habitually and consistently "in the fear of God" (Neh. v. 9). 

All good men are not equally discreet, judicious, reticent, and 
habitually cautious as to their utterances. With many, impulse is more 
powerful than principle ; tbey seek pleasure in talking with but small 
regard to the possible consequences of what they say, rather than 
displaying solicitude that their conversation should be "good-to the 
use of edifying "-and that "it may minister grace" to those who listen 
to them. 

Sucl.1 professors are exceedingly dangerous characters-and when 
once detected should be sedulously avoided. 'l'hose who confide in 
them \'fill be sure to regret it. T.beir very religion gives them power to 
do evil-and many a young Christian has been sonred, checked, and 
spoiled (Col. ii. 8), at the onset of a religious life by the officious
ness or inconsiderateness of those- whom they unwisely took to their 
hearts as bosom friends. •• Our Lord," it has been well observed, 
" declined to 'commit Himself unto' certain persons, ' because He knew 
all men.' How guarded, therefore, should we be in our intercourse 
with others-whose knowledge of humanity is ~o limited and shallow." 
In communicating our religious experience to c,there, we should be most 
careful to assure ourselves not on:y that the recipiems of our confessions 
are Christians. but tbat they are wise and prudent perso, s, who will 
respect our confidence, be jealous for our reputation, and superior to the 
temptation- under any circumstances-to make capi, al of what we have 
entrusted to their ears alone. The treachery of the faithltss friend of 
the forty-first and fifty-fifth Psalms (xii. 6, 9, and Iv. 13, 14,) is not 
recorded in vain. 

To the right person, at the right time, and in the right way, it is, 
ho\'l'ev-er, commendable to rehearse God's dealings with our souls. 

It may be well to recall here that by Christian experience we do not 
intend all that a Christian experunces.• 

Christian Experience is a trial of Divine truth-a trial made by 
believing what God has been pleased to reveal. Certain statements ?f 
gracious facts, and certain promises of gracious operations,. are ma~e m 
the Gospel to all who are concerned. These are, " from time to time, 
opened to the understanding and laid on the hearts of chosen and blood
bought sinners," to whom they therefore come with the force of an 
unchallengeable assurance, and are implicitly believed. As need arises, 
FaitlJ depends on these statements and relies on the,e promises; and 
paiientlv awaits the rPRn lt.•. 

• We believe that this now familiar distinction originated with the author 
of the above-Rev. Charles Watson, Minister of Burntisland.-TBA.NBORIBEB'B 
NOTE. 
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Thes 1 are o.lways eventually satisfactory. The facts stated are realities; 
all the promises of God, made in Christ, are'· yea-and-imen "-and 
dependeace on the fact•, and reliance on the pro,nises. unfailingly lead 
to a realisation of the substantial benefits which these ensure. Thus, 
"tribulatiu" works "-or leads up to-" patience," or perseverance ; 
and this again "works," or leads up to-" the knowledge acquired by 
proof," or ·'expe·ienc~," 1v 1ich in its turn "works," or leads up to 
'' hope "-or confident as➔nra•ice of good in the otherwise uncertain 
future. 

This is Christian experience. It is not Lhosc conflicting and painful 
exercises occasioned by the resistance of depraved nature and evil habits 
to the ~nergy of Diviae grace. It is not the rising and raging of the 
perhaps hitherto unsuspectei evil of the soul. It is not temptation to 
the commission of sin of a character and enormity hitherto altogether 
unthought of. Such exercises are indeed not unknown-in a less or 
great~r degree-to every child of God, but the existence and operation 
of sin in a human heart by themselves prove only that a man is a sinner, 
and are not Christian experience, and do not, as such, constitute 
evidences of the posses3ion of saving grace. 

Christian experience is, therefore, 110L everything that enters into the 
feelings of a person who is favoured to possess and exercise the '' faith 
of God's e'e~t;" but it rather consists of the things which naturally and 
properly follow, us _the consequences of Faith's reliance on the Lruths of 
the Gospel as the sure Word of God. If this prove a correct view of 
the nature of Christian experience, then in order to distinguish it from 
its counterfeits and accidental concomitants, we have only LO consider 
what both Reason and Scripture tell us must be the effect of cordially 
and fully believing and receiving the various testimonies of God in their 
due connection and order. 

(To be concluded, if the Lord w·ill, next month.) 

ZION'S MINOR MINSTRELS.-No. 1. 
THOMAS Row, OF LITTLE GRANSDEX. 

IN the early days of the ministry of John Steveas in London, a young 
man received a blessing and was baptised and added to the Church. 

He was a valet, or gentleman's servant; and was respected in the 
position of life which Providenci! had allotted to him. 

Ere long he conceived the idea that he was designed for the Christia.n 
ministry, and waiting on his pastor informed him of his impression that 
he was called to preach the Gospel. 

What the great Divine thought we do not know ; but his reply was 
characterised by commendable caution :-

" Are you, my young friend, as fully persuaded that other peJple 
will be called to come and hear you ? " 

On this point, however, Thomas Row-this was his name-had no 
doubt. He was helped to address the Church on two or three successive 
Runday afternoons in such a way as to satisfy his fellow-members, who 
agreed that his grace and gifts justified their commending him to 
congregations who required ministerial help. He, therefore, felt 
warranted in giving up his original employment, and commenced to 
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e~ercis~ his new yocation. He_ nnally became minister of the long 
srnce disused Baptist Chapel at Little Graasden, Hunts., and as such is 
mentioned in the Memoirs of John Stevens as having been sent forth by 
the Church to preach the Gospel. 

His numerical success was never great. If a dozen attended it 
was a canse of thanksgiving, while half this number was the average. 

But for the aid of friends he would often have suffered hunger ; but 
God remembered him and supplied his needs. He never married, and 
lived quite alone. His cottage home is said to have been the perfection 
of cleanliness and order. 

It was his invariable custom to set his table at the proper time, as 
for a meal, whether he had food or not ; and if the cupboard was abso
lutely empty, he would solemnly bless his God for repasts of which he 
had partaken in days that were gone by. In spite of his dire poverty 
no word of complaint was ever heard from his lips ; nor did he ever 
mention his straits to others. 

His circumstances improved in the early forties when he obtained a 
sum of money for a" Prize Essay on Health," from Morrison, the self
styled Hygienist - a pill-maker of some note at the time,-who 
appointed him his Agent for the locality. It was observed that after 
this, when praying in public in his own little Sanctuary or elsewhere, 
he invariably returned thanks for " food, fuel, and physic." 

He is said to have been a close reader of his few books, especially his 
much-prized Bible, and frequently employed his pen to profit. His 
anicles, signed" A Labourer-Little Gransden," were highly esteemed 
by the readers of the Gospel Herald in its palmy days. Each invariably 
concluded with some original verses embodying the sentiments of the 
previous paragraphs. At these compositions some laughed. Even 
worthy George Murrell, who was his kind and constant friend, was wont 
to say that he bad "a jingle in his brain"; but some of his hymns 
possess real merit, while all are truthful, and fairly rhythmical and 
fluent. His two best are known to many. One is preserved in Stevens's 
Collection, No. 965, and commences:-

" Jehovah fixed His wondrous love 
On us in Christ, His Son ; 

Amazing grace that shines above, 
Whate'er beside was done." 

Hu; best is in Denham's Selection, No. 294 :-

" Though we are sons and heirs of God 
Before our souls believe, 

'Tis only Faith that can of this 
An evidence receive." 

Erroneous hymns on the relation of Fait~ _to t~e salvation of God 
abound. It is often represented as the cond1t1on, 1f not the cause, of 
His special favour; but let men of error s~y what th~y will,_ love w_as 
before blood ; relationship pr,3ceded redempt10n ; elect10n assigned its 
limits to the Satisfaction made by Christ for the sins of His people
and Faith, while it originates nothing, enters into the sweet realisation 
of these delightful facts. A Chru;tian poet who helped us to _express 
such truths in verse and song was a Heaven-rnnt blessmg, and claims our 
grateful remembrance. 
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THE SCHOOL OF GOD. 
BY DR. HAWKER. 

My DEAR SIR,-1 greet you in the name of the Lord. May the 
aboundings of His love make you blessed. Be assured, dear sir, 

you have noL been forgotten by me. I have you in remembrance, and 
the Lord hath heard and will hear my breathings for you, that His 
" grace may be sufficient for you " and " His strength perfected in your 
weakness." Be not discouraged at exercises. 

The Church of Christ is at school, in this world, purposely made for 
them. The Lord loved Hie people before He put them here for discipline, 
and the Lord's love will be the same to them when discipline-yea, and 
the world itself-is over. 

To be sure, the wisdom of the wise men in this world who love their 
children would not be manifested in putting their young ones for educa
tion in the midst of foes, and snares, and temptations ; but the wisdom 
of our heavenly Father is shown this very way in placing us in the terri
tories of the prince of the air, the spirit that worketh in the children of 
disobedience, and among whom the whole Church had their conversation 
while dead in trespasses and sins. And though all we see and know of 
Divine things here below in this twilight of existence, we see and know 
but as "through a glass darkly," yet we see enough to discover that all 
is founded in love, and "all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them that are called according to His purpose." The devil 
is to be conquered and the Lord Jesus Christ to gain the victory, and 
redemption itself, with all its blessed consequences, is appointed for the 
express glory of Christ's Person. 

I hope and trust, dear sir, the Lord, who brought you into this 
school, and is training you in it, while He is giving you every day more 
and more to know and feel the plague of your own heart, will bring yon 
into a nearer apprehension of the Person of Obrist. It is the Person of 
Christ which is the great object of Divine teaching, and, as you go on 
in the Divine life, the Lord, the Holy Ghost, will teach you this. All 
that belongs to Christ is precious, all He has done, all He is doing, all 
He will do,-all, all are precious ; but He Himself infinitely excels all. 

It is very sweet, very blessed, very precious, when we can in any 
measure or in any (even the smallest) degree, form our views of Christ, 
and feel our affections towards Christ by the standard of the Father's· 
views of Him and His affections towards Him. Now the Father cannot 
be said to love Jesus for any benefit in Christ's redemption. The Son 
of God in prophecy, speaking in our nature, said, •• My goodness 
extendeth not to Thee." Hence the Father's love of Christ, as tbe Head 
of the Church, was prior to redemption work, and when He chose 
the Church in Christ "to be holy and without blame before Him 
in love" before the world. That He loves Him for His offices also is 
indeed most true (John x. 17); but the everlasting love of God ~o Christ 
is personal, and to the Church in Christ, which is also personal, and 
therefore our views, when through God the Holy Ghost they ttre formed 
upon this model, lead us to love Jesus more for His Person than for all 
the benefits we derive from Him. 

Is this view novel to you, dear sir ? The time will come when it 
will be your highest delight-yea, from our union with Christ from 
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everlasting we shall discover Rll our blessedness to have been in Him so 
complete that, lo~t i1~ the eternal enjoyment of Him, we shall forget all 
the events of th1.s tune-state as though they had never been, just as 
Joseph 's brethren tot:tlly forgot all other considerations of money in their 
sacks, and barters, and trading when they dilcovered their brother in the 
governor of Egypt. 

Oh ! mv dear. dear sir. beg of God the Father the unspeakable gift 
Paul begged on his knees for the Church (Ephes. i. 17). Depend upon it 
there is no" a soul alive that has ever entered into the full depth of 
Paul's prayer in that immense point-the knowledge of Christ. While 
we live upon effects, and calculate our state by what we feel instead 
of what Christ is, we lose all the blessedness of faith. But when we 
live upon the cause, aud form our joy by what Christ is in God the 
Father's view for the Church, we live in an atmosphere above storms, 
clouds, and all changes below, and dear sir, unde1· God the Spirit Christ's 
oneness and union with His people, or rather theirs with Him. This 
brings up after it all blessedness, all right, all title, to whatever belongs 
to Christ as Christ. Hence, like the heir to a great estate, the s m comes 
to his inheritance from blood, from union, from family; so our Jesus 
and His offspring, who are all alike heirs (not the eldest son only, but 
all the children), are in Him, and by Him, and from Him, everythi,,g 
that He is. Is it not then His Person, my dear, dear sir, you and I must 
most stody to know and pray for grace to love ? I commend you to Him 
(He is worthy all commendation), and remain, 

Yours very truly in Him, 

January 3ra, 1817. 
ROBERT HAWKER, Plymouth.'" 

THOMAS SUTTON, OF COTTENHAM. 

THIS Ringular man was in his day a Strict and ParUcular Baptist 
minister of great eminence in Cambridgeshire and the other Eastern 

Counties. His name occurs in Vol. I. of the "Autobiography of C. H. 
Spurgeon" (p. 271), in which an anecdote exemplifying the oddir,y of his 
character is to be found. He originally, like W. Palmer, belonged to the 
High Unitarians, a religious body which held the sentiments of Joseph 
Kittson, of Ramsey ; and which, a century since, was very influential in 
the Fen districts. Their views found an able advocate in Thomes Sutton, 
until by gn1ce, his convictions underwent a radical change. At a meeting 
of ministers he was introduced to Mr. Freeman, of Godmanchester, to 
whom on parting he offered his hand. To his intense mortification it 
was, however, refused, with the curt remark, "No, Mr. Sutton, I will 
shake hands, on Gospel premises, with no man who denies the proper 
Deity of my Lord and Saviour." This rebuke, instead of resenting, he 
received with meekness-returned home to read and pray-was led to em
brace the truth of the absolu,e Divinity and the proper and everlasting 
Sonship of Jesus Christ, which he at once boldly avowed and taught to 
his congregation, and in time became a "brother beio"red" of many to 

---------------~----------

• The original of the above, which has been faithfully tro.nscribed by Miss 
Mary Weston, was presented to the Editor by RAV. C. T. Rust. by whom, when 
minister of Eld-lane Chapel, Colchester, John Hazelton was bapti~ea. 
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whom the Saviour was precious. The greatest wonder was that his 
Church, as a body, went wiLh him in his altered convictions, and it 
continues to this day firm in the essential verities on which '· the faith of 
God's elect" depends. 

THOMAS SUTTON'S gift of repartee must have been unir1ue. Some
thing that he once so.id or did, gave offence to or,e of his Deacons, who, 
too cowardly to confront him personally, instigated a feeble and unin
fluential individual to attack him at a Church meeting. The old Pastor 
sat grim and silent riB the foolish man hammered and stammered out 
what he had been coached to eay. A dead silence followed, which was 
at length broken by Mr. SuLton's addressing-not the man who had 
spoken, but the Deacon who had used him as a tool or catspaw: "You're 
a nice man (softly)-you're a pretty sort of Christian (louder)-'' YO-U'RE 
.A FINE SPECIMKN OF A DEACON ~at the top of bis voice)-! see through 
it all-YOU'VE BEEN SPURTING DIRTY WATER AT YOrR OLD P.I.STOR 
THROUGH A WOODEN SPOUT." 

SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT. 

THE late Samuel Green, an esteemed Minister at Haggerston and 
Hampstead, was originally a member of Hill-street, Dorset-square, 

under the pastorate of John Foreman, by whom be was baptised. On 
one occasion he sat near his pastor at a Church-mfeting when the testi
mony of a young man who wished to join was received. He told a long 
story, dwelling much on his pas·, sins, and the horrible temptations to 
which he had been subjected. So volub'e was he, and so interesting did 
his narrative prove, that all were delighted, and the feeling was unanimous 
that he should be received. During his absence, however, Mr. Foreman 
whispered to our friend," I don't know what you think, Samuel, but to 
me, this man seems to know more about the devil than he does abont 
Jesus Christ." The individual was, however, received with the utmost 
enthusiasm, was baptised, joined the Church ; and in time became a 
preacher and a settled pastor. 

Was " John of Marylebone " (as he used to sign his contributions to 
the " Gospel Herald") mistaken in his opinion ? 

No, for the man eventually went awfully astray: used his wife 
brutally (as a friend of the Editor's-with whom he at one time lodged
related) ; drank ; was guilty of unblushing immorality ; and finally 
became a low spiritualistic medium-which no Christian could possibly 
profess to be. 

Ask not his name ; " nor draw his frailties from their dread abode ; " 
what is related is true, and it may teach us not to place reliance on a 
mere consciousness of sin as an evidence of salvation. Both Judas who 
is in Hell, and David who is in Heaven cried, "I have sinned." 
Remember good John Newton's lines:-

" ' lthat think ye of Christi ' is the test 
To try both your state a.nd your scheme, 

You ca.nnot be right in the rest 
Unless you think rightly of Him." 

WATER at the Red Sea, to protect the people of Goel, became like 
solid masonry ; and solid masonry-as at J ericho--to confound their 
enemies, flowed down like water.-Riifus. 
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BRIEF NOTICE OF A RECENT BOOK. 
Pi-ef111·es from Pilgrim's Pi·ogress, a 

Commentary on Portions of Bunyan's 
Immortal Allegory, by C. H. Spur
geon, with Prefatory Note by Thomas 
Spurgeon. Eighteen illustrations. 
Fancy cloth binding. Price, Three 
shillings and sixpence. Passmore and 
Alabaster, London, 1903. 

WE read of Henry Fowler-a sweet and 
savoury preacher of days gone by
that, when about seventeen years of age, 
he formed the acquaintance of a poor 
shoemaker, with whom he was accu•
tomed to read the "Pilgrim's Progresp," 
and who from time to time opened up to 
him the meaning of the various points. 
The power of God attended these humble 
expositions. "Something unaccount
ably strange " worked on his mind, 
"which he could not put aside ; " and 
which finallv led to the conviction that 
he was in a· dangerous state. Thus his 
vital religion commenced, and he even
tually became a preacher of no ordinary 
acceptance among those to whom the 
doctrines of free and sovereign grace 
were dear. 

Of all religious allegories, the "Pil
grim's Progress" least requires an 
interpretn. Its sweet and stately Saxon 
still renders it not only readable but 
faecinating. "It gives,'· as Macaulay 
says, " to the abstract the interest of the 
concrete ; " and though we know the 
story to •be fabulons, its veri5imilitude 
holds the judgment in subserviencv to 
the imagination, and we read it with all 

the interest that a true narration won Id 
inspire; and the lessons which the 
Allegory veils are obv ions to a large 
proportion of its readers. 

To some, however, such helps as the 
poor Plymouth shoemaker afforded 
Henry Fowler would be very welcome; 
and could the gracious expositions come 
from so apt a teacher as C. H. Spurg-eon, 
how inestimably precious they would be. 

This is exactly what we have in the 
volume before us. Those who knew the 
dear man of God can almost hear his 
own voice enunciating the terse and 
telling sentences, and all who valued his 
teachings will prize his thoughts on the 
master-piece of the great writer, so 
many of whose gifts and characteristics 
resembled his own. 

We are heartily sorry that the portions 
of Chapter XV. on II Beware of the 
Flatterer," to he found on pages 
178-180, have not been omitted, or at 
least modified. When they appeared in 
" The Sword and the Trowel,'' their 
obvious reference to the Christians 
whose views are advocated in this 
magazine struck us so painfully that 
we ventured on a kindly word of remon
strance in our June number; and we 
grieve more that permanence should 
thus be given to them. 

The book, however, is the production 
of a master mind ; it is gracious, inter
E'Sting, and eminently helpful ; and 
would form a Christmas present which 
thousands would accept with joy. 

THE SONGS OF THE ANGELS.* 
.Job xxxviii. 7 ; Luke ii. 13, 14 ; xv. 10. 

BY N .A.THAN BARBER, SI.EA.FORD. 

THE morning stars together se.ng, 
Heav'n's lofty arches sweetly rang, 

With songs of jubilation; 
·with voices clear in he!l.v'n's abode, 
Shouted for joy the II Sons of God " 
Praises to Him, who by His Word, 

Laid earth's immense foundation. 

Silent the night on mountains cold, 
While shepherds guarded well the fold 

.A.ngels descend from glory ; 
Glory to God on high, they sing, 
Glad tidings of great joy we bring, 
To you is horn this day a King-

We come to tell the story. 

I've found my sheep ; Jet us rejoice, 
Neighbours and friendR, with heart and voice; 

Homeward the lost I'm bringing; 
Tho' hands and feet are torn and riven, 
Rejoice I A sinner's saved, forgiven, 
A trophy for eternal heaven : 

Angels of God a.re singing. 

- ----. Three timeB only de the 8criptures refer to the joy of angels in conneotton 
with the events of this world-namely, at the Creation, e.t our Lord's Ne.tivity, 
and at the Salvation of a sinner. This has suggested the above verses.
AUTHOR'S NOTE. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

REOOGNITION OF MR. H. T. 
OHILVERS AS PASTOR AT 

BETHESDA, IPSWICH. 
ON Sunday, 4th Ootober, our brother 
oommenoed his labours amongst us. In 
the morning he immersed two sisters. 
In the afternoon the pastor was given 
the right hand of fellowship, after which 
he received into membership his beloved 
wife and the two sisters who were 
ba.ptized in the morning. We desire to 
thank God for His goodness to us since 
our late pastor died. We have been 
favoured with good supplies, and we 
hope God will bless the word which 
they have spoken. 

The recognition servioes took place on 
Wednesday, Oct. 14th. The afternoon 
service was presided over by Mr. R. E. 
Sears, of London, and in his opening 
remarks observed that Mr. ChilverP 
would be greatly missed from London. 

Mr. A. J. Ward, in the course of an 
address upon the nature of a. Gospel 
Church, referred to the great plea.sure 
which the Nonconformist ministers in 
the county of Suffolk felt at the coming 
of Mr. Chilvers amongst them. Mr. 
Chilvers, whose testimony was listened 
to with much interest and evident 
emotion, after relating his "call by 
gra.oe," "call to the ministry," and his 
doctrinal position, went on to speak of 
God's lea.ding from London to Ipswich. 
For nine years he held the p:i.stora.te of 
the Churoh at Keppel-street,..Bloorils
bury, removing with them in .r·ebrua.ry 
la.at to Bassett-street, Kentish Town. 
From this time, however, with him, 
there was la.eking the old home-like 
feeling, and he found it difficult to 
settle down exactly a.a before, though 
everything a.a far a.a the Church was 
concerned was happy and peaceful, and 
bles~ing enjoyed. Meanwhile oha.nges 
were ta.king place at Bethesda. Chapel, 
Ipswich. The great Shepherd had called 
home His servant, the late W. Kern, who 
for twenty-five years was the faith
ful pastor there. Mr. Chilvers had 
previously visited the place on anni
versary ooca.sions, and had felt a. great 
attachment to the Churoh and School. 
He was asked to supply the pulpit on 
certain dates, a.n.i eventually received 
an in vita.tion to take the pastorate, 
which, after much prayerful considera
tion, he was led to accept, and he hoped 
to remain amongst them for the rest of 
his life, and to be of service to the 
religious life of the town. 

Mr. A. E. Garrard, the Church 
Secretary, related the steps ta.ken by 
the Church upon thedea.th of Mr, Kern, 
with a. view to thtl selection of a pastor. 

Mr. R. E. Sears then united the hands 
of pastor and deacon, and ea.lied upon 
the Churoh members to stand to signify 
their approval. 

At the conclusion of the a.ft;ernoon 
gathering, tea was served in the chapel, 
a.bout 500 being present. 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by Mr. F. T. Newman, of London, 
who, in bis opening remarks, stated it 
was owing to the love and esteem that 
he entertained for Mr. Chilvers, that he 
presided that evening. He cong-ra.tu
la.ted the Church upon the good choice 
made._. 

Mr. E. Mitchell, of London, then gave 
the "charge" to the pastor, choosing 
for his text, " Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will thee a. crown of life.'' 

Mr. L. H. Colla. of Tring, then gave 
the charge to the Church, giving also to 
the congregation a few words of friendly 
exhortation and encouragement. He was 
exceedingly glad, he said, to know that 
Mr. Chilvers had come to Ipswich, 
where he was happy to say N oncon
formist Churches were a.live. 

Pastor A. A. Dowsett, of the Crown
street Congregational Church, expressed 
great plea.sure at being present, and on 
behalf of the other Free Churches of 
the town gave to Mr. Chilvers a. most 
cordial welcome. 

Pastor R. C. Ba.rdens also spoke hearty 
words of greeting. Pastors Ranson. of 
Somersham, and H. M. Marling, of 
Aldringham, were followed by 1Ir. W. 
Ling, Secretary of the Suffolk and 
Norfolk Association, who expressed 
hopeful feelings in connection with the 
coming of Mr. Chilvers to work amongst 
the Associated Churches. The speeches 
were intersper~ed by the singing oE 
suitable hymns, and prayers being 
offered by brethren W. H. Potter, oE 
Grundisburgh, Flavell, of Colchester, 
and Dixon, of Bradfield. 

The venerable S. K. Bland also took 
pa.rt in the proceedings. During the 
evening a letter was read by Mr. 
Chilvers, from Mr. I. R. Wa.kelin, 
Treasurer of the Church at Ba.ssett
street, expreseing regret at being too ill 
to attend, and conveying sincere wishes, 
and praying the divine blessing might 
rest upon what was being done. Tele
grams of similar import were also read 
from Mr. A. Pickering, Church Secretary 
at Bassett-street, and pastor Ebenezer 
M11,rsh. 

Mr. Chilvers sincerely thanked all 
those who had assisted, including all 
the la.dies who had served tea. Collec
tiona taken were handed over to the 
new pastor. 

The Churoh here desires to express 
their gratitude to a.II who have so 
willingly supplied the pulpit or other
wise have ~hewn their sympathy with 
them, and also their respect for the 
memory of their late beloved pastor, 
and it is with deep gratitude they record 
the felt goodness of God in answering 
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prayer, and so timely appee.ringon their 
behalf, !\nil in bringing our beloven and 
highly fa,·oured brother Chilvers 
among,t them. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDENCE). - On 
Sunday, Seµtember 27th, pastor F. S. 
Reynold~. of Over, Ce.mbridge, preached 
the chapel anniversary sermons. The 
congregations ·were not so le.rge e.s they 
have been, owing to the very heavy 
remove.le from our midst. We regret to 
report that the oe.use is pe.ssingthrough e. 
crisis through severe losses of members 
of the Churche.nd congregation, but we 
still hope that our covenant God me.y 
appear for us, On Monday, Octcber5th, 
the lle.rvest the.nksgiving sermons were 
nree.ched by pastor H. G. Polley, of 
He.lstee.d. The congrege.tivns were good 
at both services, e.nd the presence of our 
Lord wa.s in onr midst. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

HALF-YEARLY MEETING. 
ON Oct. 13th, pa.stars, delege.tes, e.nd 
friends ga.thered in the time-honoured 
•a.nctua.ry in Cha.dwell-street for the 
He.If-yearly Meeting. 

At 2.30, the President (pa.star R. E. 
Sears) oc~npying the cha.ir, the proceed
ing were opened by singing the hymn :

" For all Thy care we bless Thee, 
0 Father, God of might." 

The Cha.irma.n rend Paa.Im xlviii, a.nd 
pa.•tor A. Steele sought God's blessing. 
Pa•tor R. E. Sears, in welcoming the 
delega.tes, spoke of the work a.nd our 
privileges. 

After the Minutes ha.d been read, the 
Cha.irma.n referred to the decea.se of 
brother J. J, Fromow, for so me.ny 
yea.rs secretary to the Losn Fund of the 
Aasocia.tion, e.nd the accepts.nee of the 
office thus rendered va.ca.nt by brother 
Joseph Fromo w. It wa.s agreed to insert 
a snita.ble note a.s to our la.te brother 
Fromow on the MinnteP. and one verse 
of '· For ever with the Lord" wa.s sun!!'. 

The Church worshippinl!' at Nunhead 
Green was heartily welcomed into the 
Association. 

The following brethren were chosen 
officers for the ensuing year:-President, 
E. White ; Vice-President, ;E. Mitchell ; 
Treasurer. H. Clark; Hon. Solicitor, J. 
Mote; Auditors-Messrs. Steele and 
Millwood; Secretaries-F. T. Newman, 
Joseph Fromow and J.E. Flegg; Com
mittee-Messrs. A.bra.hams, Apr,leton, 
Beecher, Belcher, Cooper, Guy, Holden, 
Jones, Mutimer. Pallett, Pickett, 
Parnell, Robinson and West, together 
with ex-officio members. Various 
mattere of business were then discussed. 

The Annual Meeting it was agreed 
should be held at Zion. New Cross. A 
large number of friend•· were present at 
tea. 

The evenin~ meeting commenced at 
6.15 Pastor R. E. Sea.rd in the ohair. 

" I heard the voice of Jesus say " 
ha.ving been sung, and a portion of 
Soripture read, brethren Parnell and 
Mitchell engaged in prayer, A vote of 
tha.nks was accorded the friends at 
Chadwell-street for enterta.ining the 
Associa.tion. 

The sermon was preached by pastor 
J.E. Flegg. 

We were thankful the wea.tber was 
such a.s to permit of so many attending. 

JAMES E. FLEGG. 

WOOD GREEN. 
THE eleventh anniversary of the Sunda.y 
School in connection with Park Ridings 
Church wa.s celebrated on Sunday, Sep
tember 27th, and Tuesday, September 
29th, 1903. 

Two sermons were prea.ched by our 
pa.star, Mr. S. Hutchinson, on the Sun
da.y-in the morninl!' from M1i.rk x. 14, 
in ·the evening from Eccles. xi. 6, Also 
an address was l!'iven in the afternoon 
to the scholars and young people. 

On the Tuesday following, at three, 
onr brother James E. Flegg was helped 
to prea.ch from I•a. xli. 6. Four points 
were nnfolded from these words-(1) 
Unity of purpose : (2) Hea.rtiness or 
co-operation; (3) Variety of gifts; (4) 
Their mutua.l encouragement. 

The evening meeting followed an 
excellent tea provided for the scholars 
and friends. Brother Vine, of Courland 
Grove, took the cha.ir at 6.30. Two 
short portions of Scripture were read 
-Psa. Jxxviii.1- 8 and pa.rt of Prov. iv, 
Brother Simpson, of Soho, sought God's 
blessing. 

The chairman's opening remarks were 
brief. He expressed his pleasure in 
meeting the friends at Wood Green,and 
gladly welcomed all present in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Brother C. E. Waller (school secre
ta.ry) then read the report of the past 
year's work. Thankfulness to God was 
expressed in it, and acknowledgment of 
the fact tha.t the Lord had not forgot
ten us- there are seven teachers ; 
avera.l!'e attendances being: morning, 
22 ; afternoon, 55. Our pastor's wire, 
having taken the oversight of the young 
women's cla.ss, was a pleasing fact. In 
the young men's class the membership 
was small. The infants' class was best 
attended in the school. Reference we.a 
made to the resignations of the super
intendent and two tea.chars. and suit
able acknowledgment and tha.nks for 
their past services. The collection for 
the Strict Baptist Mission in school 
amounted to £6 0s. l0¼d, The school 
finances were sa.tisfaotory, the balance 
in hand being £4 ls. lO½d. 

The chairma.n noted with marked 
pleasure the fact that the report in
formed the meeting that a misgionary 
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spirit was manifest in the schools. This 
led our brother to refer to the first 
blaok missionary boy (Onesimus), who 
was used as an instrument of blessing_ 

Brother Adame (superintendent of 
Highbury Sunday-eohool) delivered a 
practic,.l and pointed addresP, and one 
which twenty years' experience en
forced to our minds. Three word• 
formed hie text-"And some teachers." 
He said that in all apiritual labour 
taken up for the Lord's sake there is 
profit. The teachers' work and qualifi
cation formed the foundation of hie 
much-appreciated remarks. 

Again onr brother Flegg was gra
ciously led forth, and very telling re
marks did he make from Paa. lxxviii. 
4. "We will not hide them from their 
children," etc.: (I) A good resolve: His 
wonderful works that He bath done; 
(2) A grand theme; (3) Showing to the 
generation to come, etc. : the glorious 
end. 

Brother Voy9ey's address was truly 
interesting. He gave ue the words, 
"Take courage," which fitted eo well 
with brother Flegg's afternoon sermon. 
A very attractive picture our brother 
drew in our minds of some or the 
experiences of the children of Israel, 
and then applied it spiritually. 

Our pastor also directed his address 
to the children present at the meeting. 
The message, he told us, was Jl"iven him 
on waking that morning-" I am with 
you, saith the Lord of hosts " (Hag. ii. 
4). Children need the presence of the 
Lord of hosts. Four short Bible stories 
were given, showing that the Lord is 
with Hie people-(1) Noah, (2) Heze
kiah, (3) Nehemiah. (4) twelveapostles, 
Noah's faith, Hezekiah's prayerfulness. 
~ehemiah'e courage, and the apostles' 
victory, proved God's presence with 
them. 

Thus a. very happy anniversary was 
spent. The collections and congrega
tions were encouraging, notwithstand
ing the inclement weather. 

P.J. C. 

RATTLESDEN.-Successful harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
Tuesday, October 6th. The weather was 
exceedingly unpropitious, but a good 
number gathered in the afternoon, 
when pastor R. E. Sears preaohed a 
richly experimental sermon from Exod. 
xxxiii. 19. The schoolroom was quite 
full to tea. Pastor W. F. Edgerton pre
sided at the evening meeting, when the 
chapel was filled despite a cyclone 
raging outside. Spiritual addresses 
were delivered by brethren James 
Easter (of Wattisham), Samuel B. 
Stocker (Stowmarket), H. D. Tooke 
(Loweetoft), and R. E. Sears. Collec
tions were taken for the Church Fund 
and the Bury Hospital. 

WOOD GREEN'.-Park Ridings 
Open-air Mission concluded its services 
on September 27th. On Saturday, 
October 3rd, the workers and friends 
met a.t the chapel to record God's good
ness during the session. The President 
(pastor S. Hutchinson) conducted the 
social gatherin~, which commenced at 
six o'clock. Prayer was offered by 
brother Boltwell. A report of the 
work was rendered, the chief points of 
which were-'· We have been hitherto 
helped to bold forth the Word of Life, 
to lift our voice• in praise to Him, to 
silently serve the Master in distributing 
Bible leaflets and to encourage one 
another." The session commenced by a 
prayer-meeting on :Monday, May 4th. 
Thirty friends were present, and a 
beautiful spirit perva.derl the gathering. 
Twenty services have been held in the 
open air-seventeen at the corner of 
Lymington-avenue and three at Alex
ander-road. The Word of God had been 
read eighteen times, seventy or eighty 
hymns have been sung, and thirty-six 
add!'es•es delivered and over three thou
sand Bible leaflets distributed by our 
sisters Our president encouragingly 
dwelt upon the words," The Gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation, to 
every one that believeth" (Rom. i. 16). 
Brethren Bunyan and Gee sought God's 
blessing upon the tract distributors, 
silent witnesses, the spea.kere and their 
messages. Brother C. E. Waller was 
helped to tell ns "How to prepare an 
open-air address," based on the words in 
2 Tim. ii. 15; brother Whitaker on 
"How to present an open-air address," 
his text being, "Speaking the truth in 
love ; " brother Kyte on •· How we 
should pursue our work in the open air." 
The occasion was one which proved to 
be a spiritually refreshing conclusion to 
our missionary effort outside for another 
year.-P. J.C. 

OLD BRENTFORD (N0RTH-Ro.rn). 
-The harvest thanl!:sgi ving services 
were held on September 2-Hh, when two 
sermon~ were preached by our broth~r, 
pastor B. J. Northfield, of March-in 
the afternoon from Mark iv. 26-29: 
The parable of the seed growing 
secretly. The preacher gave us two 
di\'isions upon which he founded his 
remarks, which wore very helpful and 
much appreciated: (!) The literal facts 
mentioned in the verses; (2) The 
spiritual teaching contained therein for 
our meditation and instruction. In the 
evening we were delighted to see the 
house of God well filled, and we listened 
with much pleasure to the very sweet 
and encourairing remarks which wera 
made from Nahum i. 7, "The Lord is 
good, a stronghold in the day or: 
trouble; and He knoweth them that 
trust in Him," We cannot but bless 

I and prai~e our covenant God for hear-



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

ing and answering our prayers that He 
would graciously help His servant and 
make these thanksgiving servioes a 
help and blessing to many precious 
souls. The Lord's presence was felt, His 
servant greatly helped, the services 
enjoyed, both by preaoher and hearers, 
and we a.re l<'oking and praying for still 
further evidences of the Word being 
applied with irracious power by the 
Holy Spirit to the quickening of sinners 
and the bringing out into liberty and 
joy some who are anxiously eeeking the 
Lord. The Lord is still graciously 
blessing the many labours ot our dear 
pastor, :!\Ir. R. Mutimer, both at home 
and elsewhere. We thank the Lord for 
setting over us and sparing to us a 
faithful and loving pastor, and we do 
all we can to help him in making 
known the Gospel message in the 
various efforts put forth in the Master's 
name, looking to Him a.lone for gracious 
results.-E. FROMOW, Chiswick. 

M.A.S.B.C.-The Sunday-school com
mittee of the Metropolitan Association 
of Strict Baptist Churches held a meet
ing at Soho Baptist Chapel on Friday 
evening, September 25th (pastor R. E. 
Sears in the chair), when pastor H. 
Dadswell gave a most interesting 
lecture entitled "The Rise of N oncon
formity." The meeting was well 
attended and the lecture greatly appre
ciated. At the commencement of the 
meeting the president, in a few well
chosen words, expressing the regret of 
the committee at the resignation of the 
secretary, pastor H. T. Chilvers, pre
sented him with a purse containing a 
few pounds as a mark of respect from 
the committee and some friends in the 
schools. Brother Chilvere, in his reply, 
introduced the new secretary, Mr. T. R. 
Loosle,. of Southwood-road, New 
Eltham: S.E. The next conference is 
arranged for November 10th, when Mr. 
Baker will give a pa.per entitled "Some 
Teaching Methods." Particulars next 
month. The annual meeting is arranged 
for January 2Gth, 1904.. 

PIM LICO (CA!tMEL).-Ha.rvest 
services were held on Lord's-day, 
October 4th, and Tuesday, October 6th. 
Services on Sunday were conducted by 
the pastor, Albert E. Brown. On Tues
day the afternoon service was con
ducted by pastor E. Mitchell. Evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr. F. J. 
Monie, supported by Messrs. Ackland, 
Andrews, Dadswell, J. E. Flegg, 
Mitchell, and the pastor. The services 
were good and helpful. Give thanks to 
the Lord of the harvest.-W. H. H. 

FLEET, HANTS.-The friends in 
Church fellowship at the above place 
were privileged to hold their harvest 
thanksgiving services on Sept. 24th, 

when they were favoured with fine 
weather, the oheering presence of ma_11y 
friends-to whom our brother, Mr. W. 
E. Bond, was enabled to disoourse after
noon and evening from 2 Oor, ii. 14-
showing in the afternoon the reason 
for thankfulness, both temporal and 
spiritual, and in the evening the mani
festing, by the apostle\ the savour of his 
know ledge in every p aoe. Oolleotions 
were good. Thus olosed one more day 
of earthly oompanionship and loving 
sympathy in the house of God. We may 
well join with the great apostle of the 
Gentiles in the words of the text," Now 
thanks be to God, whioh always maketh 
us triumph in Christ."-JOSIAH. 

WALTHAM ABBEY (EBENEZER).
On Lord's-day, October 18th, we held 
our twenty-seventh anniversary of the 
Sunday-school. Mr. Thomas Henson 
preached in the morning from Dent. 
xxxi. 12, 13, and in the evening from 
Rev. ii. 10, in eaoh service applying the 
word to scholars, teachers, pa.rents, and 
the Church. We had the Lord's pre
sence manifestly with us, and good 
attendances. In the afternoon a special 
service for the children was held. The 
life of Joshua had been selected, and 
upwards of twenty scholars had oom
mitted it to memory for recitation; 
they gave their reoitations with praise
worthy oredit and sang their hymns 
with much fervour. It was a cheering 
and refreshing service to the teachers 
and friends. We have good reason to 
give thanks to our Lord and Master for 
His gracious help during the past year, 
and for the bright, hopeful prospect as 
we enter upon the future. Several of 
our teachers-earnest, patient workers
were formerly soholars in our classes. 
We thank God and take oourage as we 
enter upon another year's work. To 
Him he all the glory. 

ALDRINGHAM, SUFFOLK. - On 
Wednesday, September 30th, harvest 
thanksgiving services were held. Pastor 
H. T. Chilvers, of Ipswich, preached 
two excellent sermons-in the afternoon 
from Isa. Iv. 13, and in the evening 
from Isa. !iii. 11. Our hearts were glad
dened as the Master was extolled. 
Harvest hymns and anthems were sung. 
Congregations and collections were 
good. Sunday, October 4th, at our 
branch chapel at Aldeburgh, harvest 
thanksgiving services were also held, 
the preacher being our esteemed pastor, 
Mr. H. M. Morling. The chapel was 
crowded in the evening. The choir 
from Aldringhe.m was present to assist 
in the service of praise. Our hearts were 
strengthened and encouraged. 9on~c
tions good. The Lord of hosts 1s with 
us, and blessing is resting on His Word 
at our Mission Stations.-J. S. OX
BORROW. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

OROWFIELD (BETHEBDA).-lfarvest 
thanksgiving servioes were held here on 
Ootober 8th. Mr. Polley preached after
noon and evening. The attendance was 
better than we 11ntioip11ted, the weather 
being unfavourable. The presence of 
the Lord of the harvest was realised by 
speaker and hearers. Our brother 
preached in the afternoon from Paa. 
oxxvi. 6, and in the evening from Paa. 
ox:x:xix. 23. The servioes were amongst 
the best that we have had.-J. FREEMAN. 

CROYDON (SALEM).-On Tuesday, 
Ootober 6th, harvest thanksgiving ser• 
vices were held. In the afternoon 
pastor R. Mutimer was much helped in 
preaohing to a good number from Isa. 
xxxiii. 16, 17. After tea a public 
meeting was held, presided over by Mr. 
T. Jones. He opened the meetmg by 
reading and expounding Paa. oxlv., and 
our brother Cullingford then led us in 
l)!ayer. Addresses were given by Mr. 
Wright from Paa. lxv. 11, Mr. Cornwell 
from Hos. xiv. (last verse), Mr. Beecher 
from Paa. oxlviii. 12, 13, and the pastor, 
Mr. Hughes, from Gen. xxx. 27. The 
meetings were well &ttended, and 
we were muoh encouraged by the 
presence of friends from neighbouring 
Chorohes.-T, AL0ORN. 

TOTTENHAM {EBENEZER, NAPIER· 
ROAD). .:Special services in connection 
with the laying of the foundation stone 
for the new Sunday-sohool were held on 
Wednesday, September 23rd. In the 
afternoon General Sir William Stirling, 
K.C.B., R.A,, aoted as chairman. After 
singing, pastor E. Littleton, of Crow
borougb, read Paa. xlvi., and pastor S. 
Hutohinson, of Wood Green, engaged in 
prayer. General Sir William Stirling 
gave an excellent and sound address on 
the dootrines of free and sovereign 
grace, exposing the departures from 
the same. This addres9 was thoroughly 
appreciated and 11pproved. Pastor W. 
H. Rose, of Woolwioh, remarked that it 
had been said it was a diffioult thing for 
an adult to speak to children on 
spiritual subjects. He said obildren 
understood children, and if we were in 
the Spirit and felt a childlike, teaobable 
spirit, bumble and mild, it was easy to 
speak in love to them, and they would 
listen, as love will beg et love. Pastor E. 
Littleton said one meaning of founda
tion was beginning-" In the beginninl!' 
God oreated," &c. The stone was laid 
to-day in faith, hope, love, oonfidence, 
and prayer, therefore we expect God's 
blessing. As the time was limited, 
short &ddresses were also given by 
pastor S. T. Beloher, of Homerton-row, 
and F. C. Holden, of Limehouse. After 
this service General Sir William Stirling 
laid the foundation stone, and earnestly 
sought tbe Lord's blessing on the work 
of the sohool and church in prayer, 

1>fter which the Doxology was sung. 
Tea was provided at the Wesleyan 
Sohool-room close by (kindly lent for 
the occasion), the provisions being 
provided free of cost by the teachers 
and friends. Votes of thanks were 
p11Bsed to the General for coming aud 
laying the stone, and to the friends and 
stewards of the Wesleyan School for 
lending their schools for the tea. In the 
evening an excellent sermon was 
preached by pastor M. J. Tryon, of 
Stamford, on the text Isa. Iii. 11. ·• Be 
ye clean that bear the vessels of the 
Lord." Collections were ta.ken at both 
services, which amounted to £25. Pa.star 
John P. Gibbens thanked the friends for 
all they had done, and those from other 
Churches for their presence and gener
osity.-W. L. 

WALTHAM ABBEY (EBENEZER).
On Thursday, October 8th, harvest 
thanksgiving services were held. Mr. 
F. C. Holden, of "Elim," Limehouse, 
preached in the afternoon from Psa.. 
xii. 13. Ma.ny felt it good to be there. 
Tea we.a served in the schoolroom, after 
which a public meeting was held. Our 
brother Mr. W. G. Fa.u::ich, of llford, 
who had kindly consented to preside, 
we.a prevented from paying us a visit ; 
but at short notice our brother Mr. W. 
S. Millwood willing agreed to ta.ke the 
cha.ir. Hymn 793 (Denha.m's) wa.s 
heartily sung and a portion of Scrip
ture was read. Brother G. Elna.ugh. of 
Southend. implored the Divine blessing. 
Brother C. Hewitt proposed that a vote 
of loving sympathy be sent to brother 
S. Coote, one of the deacons of Ebenezer 
(who we,s in the Croydon Hospital). 
Brother F. C. Holden seconded th& 
resolution. which was unanimously 
carried. The chairman gave a very 
concise a.nd appropriate address, as did 
also brethren S. T. Belcher, J. P. 
Gibbem, C. Hewitt, and F. C. Holden, 
and the happy meetings were brought 
to a close by einging "All ha.ii the 
power of Jeeu's name" and the bene
diction by the chairman. 

BROSELEY. 
CENTENARY OF BIRCH MEADO\'I" 

BAPTIST UH URCH. 
Sonday and Monday were red-letter 
days in the history of this chapel. a 
Churoh having been first formed there 
on September 16th, 1803, when H persons 
banded themselves together after the 
apostolic order, viz., faith in Uhrist (a, 
pre-requisite to baptism), then ba.ptism 
by immersion, after that joininl!' in 
Cburoh-fellowship; 7 more were added 
a few da \'S a.fterwards, so that there ha.s 
been II Church at Birch Meadow for 100 
years. The event was celebra.ted on 
Sunday, when sermons of an eminently 
praotioa.l character were preached 
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(morning and evening) by Mr. Arthur 
Shinn (le.te pastor or the Church), of 
N orthe.mrton. Specie.I hymns were 
admirably rendered by the children e.nd 
choir. There we.s e. good congregation 
e.t each eervioe, especia.l!y in the evening, 
when the oha.pel we.s fairly well filled, 
e.nd collections were ta.ken in a.id of the 
Renova.tion Fund, the cha.pal a,nd 
schoolroom having been pa.inted a.nd 
decorated in commemora.tion of the 
occa.eion. 

On Monday a public tea. wa.s held. 
After tea a meeting was held, under the 
presidency of Mr. Arthur Shinn. who, 
in his opening address, expressed the 
pleasure it ga.ve him to be present 
among his old friends. He a.Isa thanked 
them for the hearty greeting they had 
given himself, a.fter which he gave an 
interesting a.nd instructive resume of 
Birch Meadow Baptist Church during 
the time tha.t he knew it. He said that 
although their meeting was one of 
rejoicing, and he did not wish to say 
anything to depress them in any way, 
still there was a tinge of sadness about 
it when he remembered the nnmber of 
friends (whom he had known so well) 
who bad gone over to the great majority 
since he left Broseley. He then referred 
in feeling terms to the late Mr. Thomas 
Jones, for many years pastor at Birch 
Meadow. whose memory he should 
respect as loag as he lived, for he was 
like a father to him, in all that apper
tained to his best interests. Mr. Shinn 
spoke earnestly and affectionately to 
the children, urging them to cling to 
the good old Gospel, as nothing else 
could take its place. 

Mr. George Banke. of Willenhall, 
followed in a speech fraught with wise 
and loving counsel, giving his experi
ence of Birch Meadow and the friends 
he had known connected with it. He 
also had experienced great assistance 
when a young man from the late Mr. 
Thomas Jonee, who was ever ready to 
help any young man who gave evidence 
of usefulness in the world. He con
sidered the business of a minister was 
to preach, teach, and live the Gospel, 
avoiding all sensational means, which 
only produced a passing popularity, 
resulting in no spiritual success. 

Mr. D. Smith, of Bileton, next ad
dressed the gathering in an effective 
speech, referring to the fact that his 
senior deacon had been a scholar in 
Birch Meadow Sunday-school, and that 
several members of his Church had 
been members at Birch Meadow. He 
also wae well acy uainted with the late 
Mr. Thomas Jones, from whom he had 
received great kindness. He urged the 
members of the Church to be more and 
more i,ra)'erful, more zealous for the 
truth and for the name of Chriet. What 
was re, 1 uired was more faith. more Jove, 
mon: !ttierality, and more work. 

Mr. A. Shinn, in wishing them fare
well, said he sometimes thought that 
the Church had been kept together by 
the earnest and pereiet,ent prayers of a 
few godlv men and women. He oon
cluded the meeting by prayer. Special 
hymns were sung durmg the evening 
by the children and oboir, 

The services to celebrate the event 
were continued on Sunday, when ser
mons of an interesting character were 
preached morning and evening by Mr. 
H. J. Banks (Wolverhampton). Re
ferring to the centenary of Birch 
Meadow Baptist Churoh. the preacher 
said during that lengthened period 
many servants of God had proclaimed 
the grand old Gospel from that pulpit 
and were gone to their reward, but their 
works do follow them. Specia.l h-ymnR 
were admirably rendered by the children 
and choir under the able direction of 
Mr. A. E. Broadhurst, to whose training 
great credit is due. Mr. George Taylor 
efficiently presided at the harmonium. 
A colleotion was taken at the close of 
each service in aid of the Renovation 
Fund. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION 
(" PROVIDENCE "J. 

RE-OPENING SERVICES. 
JOYFUL services were held on Sept. 27th 
and 29th in thanksgiving for harvest, 
and in celebration of the re-opening of 
the chapel after renovation. The chapel 
Rnd school buildings have been entirely 
renovated and re-decorated throughout, 
and friends and visitors expressed the 
opinion that the work had been very 
well and tastefully done, and the effect 
most pleasing. 

On the Sunday morning, when friends 
e.esembled for the first time in the reno
vated chapel, the pastor (Mr. R. E. 
Sears) was able to announce that the 
whole of the coet had been met, so that 
the chapel was re-opened free of any debt, 
and invited the congregation to join 
heartily in singing, "Praise God from 
whom all blessing-s flow." Our pastor 
was much helped to preach very suitably 
from the words, "The renewing of the 
Holy Ghost" (Titus iii. 5) 1 having 
previously addressed the children on 
the rarable of the wheat and tares. 

A large congregation assembled on 
the Sunday evening, when Mr. R. 
Mutimer, of Brentford, preached an 
excellent sermon on Ruth's godly 
resolve. 

Mr. G. W. Thomas was announced to 
preach on the following Tuesday, but 
was prevented from being present in 
the afternoon. Our pastor took his 
place, preaching a discourse, which was 
much appreciated, from the words: "I 
will make all My goodness pass before 
thee." 

Mr. W. P. Goodley presided at the 
evening meeting, and called upon the 
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pastor for a statement as to the renovat 
tion work. From this it appeared tha
several tenders having been invited, that 
of Mr. M. Lewis (of Wandsworth), at 
£HO, had been aocepted. Additional 
work entrusted to blm brooght op the 
builder's aooount to about .£126, added 
to whioh was the cost of re-forniehing, 
and various other improvements, so 
that altogether the work had cost 
a.bout £150. The pastor read a. list of 
contributions. 

Appropriate addressee were delivered 
by brethren G. W. Thomas. E. Beecher, 
A. Steele, T. Jonee, G. W. Olark, and 
A. E. Brown. The pastor moved a vote 
of thanks to the chairman and all 
helpers, which was supported by the 
three deacons-brethren E. L. Acworth, 
D. Potter, and F. W. Kevan. . 

The collections were for the genera.I 
fund of the Church and a.mounted to 
£12. Special hymns and anthems were 
sung, Mr. E. G. Marsh presiding at the 
organ. Altogether very profitable and 
happy times were realised; and the 
Churoh, now in possession of a beautified 
sanctuary and schoolroom, is looking 
forward to 11, great spiritual harvest 
from the earnest seed-sowing of the 
past months. • F. W. KEVAN. 

PORTSMOUTH (TERWICK-STREET, 
LAKE-ROAD).-The eighth anniversary 
of the formation of the above Church 
was held on Sunday and Monday, the 
20th and 21st of September. On Lord's
da.y, the 20th, Mr. J. H. Belton (of 
Brighton) preached two able and 
savoury discourses, basing hie remarks 
in the morning on l Cor. xii. 13, and in 
the evening on Phil. iii. 20, 21. There 
were full congregations at both servicee, 
the friends expressing great joy a.t again 
being favoured to hear our brother. On 
Monday afternoon, at 6.30, tea. was par
taken of by a good number, after which 
11, pnblic meeting was held, presided over 
by brother C. W. Spratt (deacon). 
"Kindred in Christ" having been sung. 
brother Barnett read Pea.Im xci., and 
asked the Lord's blessing. Brother J. S. 
J orda.n, seoreta.ry, gave the report, 
whioh showed a small gain in member
ship, and no withdrawals or deaths, for 
whioh we thanked God. Our inoome 
has inorea.sed £6 in the Churoh Fund, 
and our expenses ha.d ll'rown. leaving a 
small deficit of lie. The Debt Fund 
was reduced .£20, after a.11 interest, etc., 
was pa.id. The Sabbath - sohool is 
flourishing. He desired on behalf of the 
Churoh to thank all those dear brethren 
who had so nobly come to us to speak 
in the Master's name. He felt God 
would bless us still, and gather in lambs 
even from the school to witness for Him 
when we1were gone. Brother J. Ayling, 
from Chiddingfold, delivered an experi
mental address from the words, "I am 
poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh 

upon me," speaking of the condition 
referred to a.nd the preciousness of 
God's thoughts realised in a. gracious 
experience. Brother Phil!imore of 
Eastleigh, also addressed the me~ting 
from the words," Simon Peter, a. servant 
and a.n apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to them that have obtained like precious 
fa.i_th with ns," his address being much 
enJoyed by those present. All joined 
heartily in singing, '' All ha.ii the power 
of Jesu's name l" after which brother 
Dann, of Eastleigh, closed a. happy 
meeting with prayer. To God be all 
the glory.-JOHN s. JORDAN, Sec. 

WOOLWICH (ENON). - The Ui,tb 
anniversary was celebrated on Sunday, 
September 27th. The pastor (E. White). 
who is well-known and beloved by a.11 
who know him, preaches the Gospel 
from week to week. His doctrine is 
simple, pore and Christ-extolling. The 
deacons, whom it is a. plea.sore to meet. 
have a. word of encouragement for all. 
The ha.rdworking secretary, Mr. W. H. 
Abrahams, has been superintendent of 
a. fine Snnda.y-echool for thirty years. 
There a.re also many earnest workers in 
the school, who have worked side by 
side for ten a.nd twenty years, a.nd still 
as zealous as ever. In the morning our 
pastor preached from Acts xx. 32. One 
could not help feeling that our pastor 
felt the burden of responsibility, a.nd 
he, like Paul, felt that God only is a.hie 
to build up the believer thrcugh His 
own grace. In the evening ;\lr. H. 
Da.dswell took for his text Psalm xxxii. 
10 (the latter pa.rt)," Mercy shall com
pass him a.bout." He spoke very sweetly 
of the object of the believer's trust: 
that object-our Christ. Then the 
believer's trost, Faith in Him. the 
Alpha. and Omega. There wa.s a. good 
attendance in spite of the wet weather. 
The services were continued on Tuesday, 
29th. A good company encouraged us 
much, especially to see so many from 
other Churches-Erith, Bexley. Lessness 
Heath, all offshoots from dear old 
"Enon." Mr, Mitchell, at 3.30, gave us 
some fine thoughts from Rom. vii. 25, 
"I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord," &c. Our brother dwelt on the 
change of tone of the apostle from the 
previous verse (24th ), where he exclaims, 
"Oh, wretched man that I a.m," &c., 
speaking generally of sin, our sorrow, 
and of the triumph we have through 
Jesus, a.nd of the victory being sure, 
especially if we live and walk with, and 
in the Spirit. After tea, in the school
room, Mr. Piggott, L,C.C, presided over 
the public meeting. •• Stand up and 
bless the Lord" having been sung, the 
chairman read Rev. xxii. Mr. Cole 
asked the Divine blessing. Mr. Piggott 
then spoke from Psalm lxviii. 20, "He 
that is our God," &c. The ,:re~tness of 
God 11,nd the littleness of man were his 
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chief points, also the value of faith. 
Mr. Mitchell again favoured us with 
some well-chosen thoughts from Jonah, 
"Salvation is of the Lord." He said 
these were utterances of 11, living experi
ence. of gratitude, after Jonah 's free
will. Mr. Pounds then spoke from 
Rom. vi. H. referring to the fact of 
Satan being very busy, and the struggle 
of the Christian. Mr. Strin1?er f?ll,Ve us 
some very experimental thoughts from 
the words. " One thing I know," touch
ing upon the several parts of God's 
Word where those words are quoted. 
Our pastor (Mr. White) then addressed 
us from Psalm xxxv. 3. He spoke 
feelingly, and asked for the prayers of 
the people of the Church that many 
might see this salvation. The collec
tions were then taken, and our pastor 
closed with prayer. 

·• ZION."' NEW CROSS, S.E. 
SER,ICES in commemoration of the 
fifty-fourth anniversary of the Sunday
school were held on Lord's-day, October 
!Sth, when pastor P. Reynolds, late of 
Highbury, preached in the morning 
from 1 Sam. ii. 18, and in the evening 
from Rom. xvi. 7, Mr. W. Stanley 
Martin addressing the scholars and 
friends in the afternoon, on" Five Little 
Things,'· in 2 Kings v., special hymns 
beinl!' snnl!' by the scholars on each 
occasion. 

On the following Tuesday, tee. and 
public meeting were held, presided over 
b;- Mr. J. Piggott, L.C.C. Prayer was 
offered by Mr. Jas. Smith, and the 
annual report was read by Mr. W. J. 
~ash, Hon. Sec., which was of an 
encouraging chara.cter. There were 290 
scholars and 30 teachers on the books, 
with au average afternoon attendance 
of 199 and 25 respectively. Seventy-one 
scholars were over 15 years of age, in
cluding 32 over 20. Two scholars had 
been baptized during the year, and four 
others were waiting. The weekly 
collections for the Soath Indian Strict 
Baptist :'.Iissionary Society amoanted to 
£28 3,. hd .. in addition to which £20 had 
been realized at the welcome home 
meeting of Mr. R. C. Strickson in May, 
and £9 s-E. 7d. in August when he 
exhibited Indian Idols and curios in the 
afternoon and preached in the evening ; 
and preps.rations were being ma.de to 
give him e. send-off in November next. 
The Work Basket Society had me.de e. 
large number of garments for the 
mission children, &c. The Christmas 
morning service realized £2 for the 
Robin Society, of which Mr. Armstrong 
(Supt.) is Chairman, who was assisted 
by a.bout fifteen teachers in feeding 
J ,500 children that morning. Collections 
for the Children's Country Homes Fund 
a.mounted to £2 Hs- 9d .. and British and 
Foreign Bible Society to £1 5s. Gd. A 
Guild of Help in connection with the 

Children's Country Homes numbered 60 
members, of whioh Miss Phyllis Elliott 
was Seoretary, and the International 
Bible Reading Branch (Mr, Owen J. 
Crush, Seo.) 213 members, and the Band 
of Hope (Miss A. Godfrey Sec., and 
Mr. E. Swinyard Supt.), 120 members, 
The Young People's Mission was well 
supported, and the Mission Sohool in 
Baildon-street, under the oharge of Mr. 
A. J. Champion, had over 100 soholars, 
besides week-night services for the 
parents, 

The Annual Exoursion was made to 
Court Farm, Upper Warlingham, when 
a very enjoyable dar was spent. A 
parents' supper was given early in the 
year, and well attended. The school
room had been renovated at a oost of 
:£11 14s. which had been colleoted by 
the teachers. Mr. J. Crush, Hon. 
Treasurer, read the finanoial statement, 
showing that :£25 3s. 8d. had been 
expended, leavinR" a deficit of 7s. 10d. 

The adoption of the reports was moved 
in a trenchant address by pastor J. 
Douglas, M.A., of Brixton, who spoke 
very feelingly of the friendship which 
had subsisted between him and the late 
pastor J. S. Anderson. The Chairman 
had alluded to the possibility of the 
Bible beinl!' thrust out from the day 
schools. He could co1.tcei ve of no 
R"reater evil happening than that the 
Word of God should be exoluded from 
any soheme of eduoation. Neither could 
it be used for ethical purposes only, for 
that would convert men into self
righteous Pharisees. It was the province 
of the Word of God to enlighten the 
conscience, to give knowledge of sin,and 
to reveal the orimson streak of atonement 
in the finished work of a dear Redeemer. 

Pastor W. H. Rose, of Woolwioh, in 
seconding the adoption of the report, 
said he belonged to the blessed society 
of encouragers, of which the Lord Jesus 
was the President. He knew how the 
human heart oppressed with the burden 
of sin needed to be encouraged and 
strengthened. 

Pastor P. Reynolds exhorted teachers 
and workers to look back on those who 
had gone before, in the words of the 
Lord Jesus, " Other men laboured, and 
ye have entered into their labour~." 
Also the necessity for increased aotivity 
in Sunday-school work brought about 
through the new Education Aot. 

Pastor H. J. Wileman, of Daore-park, 
spoke on three things necessary and 
essential in connection with the Sunday
school teacher and his work : an inti
mate acquaintance between the teacher 
and the taught, with tbe Word of God, 
and with the throne of grace. 

A vote of thanks to chairman and 
speakers was moved by Mr. J. Martin, 
and seconded by Mr. Woolridge, and 
heartily aocorded. The collections 
realized over £20. 
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BORO' GREEN BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
RECOGNITION OF MR. W. BULL 

AS PASTOR, 
THE time-honoured se.nctue.rr e.t Boro' 
Green we.s re-opened for pubho worship, 
e.fter extensive e.ltere.tione e.nd rape.ire, 
on Lord's-de.y, Ootober 4th. The Ohuroh 
e.nd friends of the congrege.tion met to 
e.sk God's blessing on the previous 
Se.turde.y evening, 11,nd 11,newers were 
ree.lized on the Sunde.y, Our pe.stor, Mr. 
H. Bull1 pree.ohed in the morning rrom 
Pse.lm JXXXiv. 10, e.nd in the evening 
from Me.tt. iv. 23. Both services were 
enjoyed,e.nd the collections, which were 
devoted to tbe Renove.tion Fund, 
realized nee.rly £4. 

On the following Wednesde.y, Oct. 7th, 
recognition services were held. We 
were favoured with e. bright day. 
Service in the e.fternoon we.s conducted 
by pe.stor L. H. Colle, of Tring. After 
reading two short but impressive p~e.Jms, 
e.nd ee.rnestly imploring thA Divine 
blessing, e. 811,Voury discourse we.a 
delivered from Zeche.rie.h iv. 2, 3. 

The evening meeting commenced e.t 
6.30, when (in the e.bsence of Mr. O. 
Vinson) our esteemed brother We.ltere, 
of Me.idetone, occupied the che.ir. After 
ree.ding 2 Tim. ii. e.nd pre.yer by pe.etor 
G. W. Thome.a, of We.tford, the ohe.ir
me.n, in e. brief but brotherly e.ddreee, 
expre.eed hie joy e.t seeing once a.go.in 
e.n under-shepherd e.monget the flock e.t 
Boro' Green, hee.rtily welcomed our 
brother Bull a.a e. nee.r neighbour, e.nd 
hoped he wonld see the blessing of God 
resting on the union, Our brother Bull 
then ge.ve us e.n e.ooount of his ce.ll by 
gre.ce and hie oall to the ministry. 
Clearly but with evident feeling did our 
young brother relate how God in mercy 
revealed his sinnership to him, under 
a sermon preached by our esteemed 
brother, pastor G. W. Thomae, from the 
words in Jer. viii. 20. Our brother ge.ve 
clear evidenoe of hie leading to the 
Church here as our pe.etor, briefly relat
ing the incidents connected with hie 
visits amongst us from ,July, 1902, until 
the une.nimous invite in October of the 
se.me year, to supply for three months 
with view to the pastorate, and to the 
pastorate on Januo.ry 23rd of this yee.r. 
For some time our brother was undecided 
e.s to God's will in the matter, but after 
a full aesurance given him on March 
13th, his aooeptanoe was given to the 
Church the following Lord's-de.y. 

Brother Betteridge, senior don,eao 
then corroborated our pe.etor's ste.te
men ts, and briefly detailed the leadings 
of God with them as e. Church, after 
which pastor Thomas united the hands 
of brother Bettridge and brother Bull, 
and declared the union of Church and 
pastor in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

After hymn "Blest be the tie that 
binds," 315 Denham's Selection, pastor 
L. H. Colla delivered his charge to the 

pastor from Col. iv. 9. Never did 
minister speak more earnestly or 
fervently than on this occasion ; every 
word seemed charged with Divine 
power, and we feel the ea.meet exhorta
tions given to our pastor on that occasion 
will never be ere.eed from our memory. 

Pe.etor Thomas then followed, giving 
hie charge to the Church, and no one 
probably could better fnlfil that task 
than one who e.s 11, former pastor (and 
still beloved by many in our midst) 
could have done. .Brother Thomae 
especially exhorted the Church to up
hold the he.nde of their pastor, both in 
prayer and in practice.I eympe.thy. Many 
were the words of kindly e.dmonition 
and e.dvice given to us as a Church to 
sustain the bond of unity which had 
j net now been publicly declared. 

After singing hymn 794 Denham'e, 11, 
most memorable and happy meeting 
was brought to a close. The collections, 
including the tee. table, at which about 
100 sat down, realized £9 12a. l0t:i., 
which, after expenses were paid, was 
given to the pe.stor. 

G. W. C. 

HIGHBURY PLACE, N. (PROVI
DEN0E SUNDAY-SCH0OL).-One of the 
most enthusiastic and largely-attended 
meetings ever held in connection with 
the above took place on Wednesday 
evening, October 14th, in the form of a 
reunion of old echole.rs and tee.chers. 
Hundreds of friends who had been con
nected with the school at all periods of 
its history responded to the invitation 
of the committee, and soon after seven 
o'olook the schoolroom was crowded, 
while me.ny old memories were revived 
and friendships renewed over the cnp 
of tea or ooffee. At eight o'clock an 
adjournment was made to the chapel, 
where the pastor, Mr. F. Fells, presided 
over a glorious meeting, and the 
speakers were Mr. Boulton, of Chelms
ford, e. scholar of over thirty years ; 
pastor W. Chisne.11, of Guildford, 11, 
secretary of twenty-five yee.rs e.go; 
Mr. W. Allen, of Willesden, a past Bit1le 
class teacher; and Mr. T. C. Gyles, who 
was formerly superintendent for twelve 
years. The present superintendent said 
he desired to thank God for this oppor
tunity of meeting so many old friends, 
and for all the help and strength 
gre.nted to him during- the oast twenty 
years as AUperintendent of the school, 
during which time he he.s always en
joyed the loyal and loving support of a 
band of ee.rnest workers. He stated that 
the school was commenced ou Eister 
Sunday, 1862, and that at least one 
scholar who was then present WR,s with 
us on this happy occasion. After the 
regular addresses the meeting was 
thrown open for testimony from old 
scholars and teachers, and many eagerly 
responded, adding muoh to the very 
interesting reminisoenoes of the even-
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ing. Among theee were Messrs. R. 
Chisnall, W. L&wrence (a present 
deacon and past secretary of the school), 
who read some appropriate verses com
posed for the ocoasion, W. Whittaker. 
W. Joyce, and others. But time fled all 
too rapidly, and at 10 o'olock it was felt 
advisable to brinll' this happy meeting 
to 11, close by sing-ing. " God be with you 
till we meet ag-ain."-ONE WHO WAS 
THERE 

BLAKEN"HAM, SUFFOLK.-Harvest 
thanks~i ,·ing services were held on Sun
day and Monday, Sept. 27th and 28th. 
On the Sunday excellent sermons were 
preached by Mr. Cooke, of Ipswich, in 
the morning, and Mr. W. H. Ranson, 
afternoon and evening. On the Monday, 
Mr. Mntimer, of Brentford. paid ns his 
first visit. How glad we were to see him, 
and to listen to his voice as he ponr
trayed to ns the meaning of the text, 
" So He bringeth them to their desired 
haven" (Psalm cvii. 30). A public tea 
followed, to which 11, goodly number sat 
down. In the evening the resolve of 
Rnth was beautifully brought before 
us. By loving hands the chapel had been 
tastetnlly decorat 0 d with corn, flowers, 
and frnit. May the Lord add His bless
ing. On the following day the children 
belonging to the Sunday-school had 
their treat, in a meadow near the chapel. 
Games were indulged in until tea, 
which was provided for them in the 
Vestry. Several yonng men and maidens, 
who have worshipped with us for over 
twelve months, were presented with a 
copy of Stevens' Hymn Book, while the 
younger children each received a 
present. A few encourag-ing, stimula
ting words were spoken to the children 
by l,rethren W. Carr and H. F. Moore. 

·• Our vows our prayers, we now presen-t, 
Before Thy throne of grace ; 

Goci of our fathers, be the God 
Of their succeeding race." 

-M.A. MOORE. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner .. 
ON Friday. November 6th, the Autumn 
Sa.le of Work will be held at the 
Homsey Rise Asylum at three o'clock. 
A tea will be provided in the Hall at 
five o'clock, tickets sixpence each ; and 
in the evening, at 6.30, a. sermon will be 
JJ.reached in the Asylum Chapel by Mr. 
F. Cecil Lovely, B.A., of Bexley. Tho 
attendance of all friends of t-he Lord's 
aged poor is cordially invited ; the pro
ceeds will be devoted to the Benevolent 
Fund for aiding sick and infirm in ma.tee 
and the Maintenance Fund for the ui,
keep of the building. There is no more 
pleasant way_ of spending an af~er~oo~ 
than by a visit to the Aged P1lgr1ms 
Homes. "' • 

A lecture on "The J ewe of Russia" 
hae recently been given in the Asylum 
Hall by Mr. S. H. Wilkinson, illustrated 
by m1<ny beautiful limelight views. 

Interesting details of his visit to Jewish 
Uussia were given, Our aged friends 
and a large number of the µublio •pent 
11, most profitable hour. The prooeeds 
were for the llhintena.noe Fund. Mr.A, 
Hayles presided, and Mr, W, Sinden 
took pa.rt in the p~oc,.eedings, 

The olaims of the*sooiety have again 
been advocated at the Clifton Oonfer
ence, Bristol, and the oommittee rejoioe 
that increasing interest in the Institu
tion is being taken in the West of 
England, where so many of the 
recipients dwell. Friends in Cornwall 
and Devonshire especially a.re asked to 
obtain new supporters, as the number 
of pensioners and subscribers do not at 
all correspond. * * • 

As the winter approaohes the claims 
npon the Society increase. Already the 
pensions show an advance of £400 per 
annum npon the· total of la.at year, 
hence the need of additional help. The 
mnltiplication of small contributions is 
espeoia.lly desired, for in all Christian 
service they will have to be depended 
upon and worked up more and more. 
Annual collections, however small, are 
of the utmost value. 

Among recent nominees are those 
who, with dwindling strength, have 
struggled hard to maintain themselves, 
only to find one door after another 
closed against them. Many have done 
good service for nearly threescore years. 
but weakness compels their retirement. 
Others nearing the seventies, throngh 
the failure of clubs or loss of small 
investments, are brought face to face 
with absolute poverty. To such the 
pensions and Homes are indeed a. boon. 

J. M. HAZELTON, 
the beloved wife of pastor John Hazelton, of 
St. Neots. was called home on September 
22Dd 1903. after a painful illness. Durinii 
that' illness she was highly favoured in her 
spiritual experience. She longed to be goDe, 
not merely to be free from pain, bnt to see 
her Lord face to face. On Sunday, October 
4th. pastor J. Juli conducted a memorial 
service, prea~hing from John xiY. 2. 3. His 
remark• were prefaced by the messaJ?e of 
the deceased to the Church and congregation, 
which was of gratitude for all the kindness 
and sympathy manifested towards her since 
she had been amoDgst them : of regret that 
she had been unable to contiDue to to.ke so 
active a part in the work, especially during 
the past two years. She had been too weak 
to do as she would, but she had done all she 
could to spare aDd help her husbaDd in his 
work for the Lord's co.use. and in pro.ying 
for God's blessing to rest upon God's Cause. 
Their pastor thanked them for all their 
kindDess. The trial had been sharp, and his 
nerves were shaken, the watchings long and 
aDxious. but be hopes. by lhe blessing of 
God. to resume his labours. Our brother 
thanks the many friends for their help and 
sympathy with him iD his sorrow, and re
grets his inability to thank all individoo.lly. 



BY Enw ARD MITCHELL. 

11 Inasmuch ae ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye 
have done it unto Me,'.'-Matt. xxv. 40 .. 

CHRISTIANS are divided as to the interpretation of the solemn and 
sublime scene depicted in the chapter from which our motto 

chosen. We here attempt no exposition and offer no opinion. It may 
be questioned what judgment is described, but there is scarcely room 
for debate as to the principles on which it will proceed. A sharp line 
of distinction is drawn between those who loved the people of God and 
those who loved them not. 

Firmly believing in a free-grace salvation, we as clearly recognise 
the fact, that grace in the heart manifests itself in the life. Perhaps 
its clearest demonstration is love to the Lord Jesus Christ-His cause 
and people. Hence says John," We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren." Love is not a mere 
emotion, but a living, active principle, which proves its existence within, 
by its works without. Again quot,ing John, we read, " Whoso hath 
this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? 
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue ; but in 
deed and in truth." The works of charity, enumerated in this chapter, 
are advanced by the Lord as proofs of the love that dwelt in His 
people ; and the absence of whicb was fatal to all in whom they were 
lacking, however loud their profession might have been. 

Such works of love are wrought with no view of reward, but spring 
spontaneously from the heavenly principle within. Still, such a 
passage as this may stimulate its activities. "Inasmuch," says our 
Lord, " as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren ye 
have done it unto Me." We may have envied the sisters at Bethany, 
who were privileged so often to entertain Him. We have thought, it 
may be. that bad we lived when His sacred feet trod this weary earth, 
how gladly would we have opened our houses to Him, or have given 
our last shilling to minister to His needs. We need no longer envy 
Martha and Mary, we can as really entertain Him, in the persons of His 
poor ones, as if He were personally present. We should not deceive 
ourselves by vainly imagining what we would have done had we been 
present when He sojourned here; what we are now prepared to do for 
His cause and His poor is the real indication of what we would have 
done for Him personally had opportunity been afforded us. In giving 
to His poor, we are giving to Him. In withholdin~ from them we are 
withholding from Him. In this there can be no dispute. We have 
His own unmistakable assurance on the subJect. 

In connection with the "E. V. and G. H." there has been for many 
years a Fund, supported by its readers, for the relief of the poor in our 
Churches. The principal contributions come in during December. 

VoL. LIX. DECEMBF.R, 1903. Y 
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the books are aged and worn-out ministers and ministers' widows, aged 
deacons and deacons' widows, as well as many more private Christians. 
No authenticated case of need is rejected. All are helped as far as 
our resources admit. 

On behalf of tho3e who have bern the grateful recipients of this bounty 
we tender heartfelt thanks to all who have hitherto so generously 
come to their aid. We appeal also for their continued assistance; 
while we commend the cause of the Lord's poor to the practical 
sympathy of others who may read these words.-E. M. 

Another hand at this point takes up the pen. Our dear friend bas, 
by slow but sure steps, risen to a unique eminence among those that 
love the truth, and is prized, honoured, and very dearly loved as a 
preacher and author far and wide. He has thrown his heart into the 
work of the LORD'S Pooa FUND, which he has long conducted with 
great delicacy and impartiality. 

Other agencies have their claims. This does, and does well, what 
no other attempts. It is not "a Charity "-in the sense of an organi
sation for the distribution of "alms" or "doles "-but an honest and 
earnest endeavour to translate the" tender mercies of Christ Jesns" 
(Phil. i. 6, R.V.) into deeds of practical kindness. 

All communications should be addressed to Edward Mitchell, 
25, Calabria Road, Highbury, N., by whom every donation will be 
gratefully acknowledged on the covers of this Maaazine. 

Those whose names and Churches have been °chronicled during the 
year-and especially any who have obtained a blessing from our pages, 
are entreated to send whitt they can to help our brother in this good 
work, since 

" That man may le.st, but never lives, 
Who all receives, but nothing gives; 
Whom none can bless; whom none can thank, 
Creation's blot, Creation's blank. 

But he who marks, from day to day, 
In generous acts his radiant way, 
Treads the same path the Saviour trod-
The path to glory, and to God.'' 

THE EDITOR. 

®rho~s ffrom the JanqtmtrJl. 

THE NEEDED BLESSING. 

BY .JAMES E. FLEGG. 

"0 Lord, revive Thy work."-Aab. iii. 2, 

NO distinctive name was, for some time, given to the religion of the 
followers of the Lord J esns. The Greeks and Romans contemp

tuously styled them "the sect of the Nazarenes." They called 
themselves " brethren," or " disciples," while to the Jews they were the 
men "of the Way." In time, some friend or foe originated a title, the 
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propriety of which was soon universally acknowledged-" 'fhe cfociples 
were called CHRISTIANS at Antioch " (Acts xi. 26 ). " 

Definite as was the meaning of this term at first, it has woefully 
degenerated in the present day ; and it is lightly applied to almost all 
who are not Jews or Mahometans, Infidels or Heretics, devotees of the 
ancient faiths of the East, or heathen blindly bowing before idols of 
wood and stone. It is thus made to cover far more ground than the 
Bible warrants. If, however, the word " Christian " should be confined 
to "believers" in the Saviour-'' disciples," who humbly take His yoke 
and learn of Him-members of the mystic Brotherhood, whose relation
ship is due to their vital union with the Son of God-and pilgrims 
journeying heavenward by the "new and living way," how inappropriate 
and misleading is its common usage ! 

A glance at the condition of the religious world will commend the 
petition of our text to our Rerious consideration. Edification, not 
censure, being our object, we observe that herein-

A subject is indicated, "Thy work;" a Need is intimated, a revival ; 
an Appeal is made, "0 Lord ; '' and some Reflections are surely suggested. 

I.-THE SUBJECr INDICATED. 

God's works amply repay investigation. They all "praise Him," 
yet one exceeds the rest in its unparalleled grandeur and glory ; 
fo1· while • 

"Nature, with open volume stands, 
To spread her Me.ker'.s praise e.broe.d ; 

And every le.hour of His hands 
Shows something worthy of e. God. 

" God, in the person of His Son, 
He.th a.II His mightier works outdone." 

Not to the Saviour Himself, however, but to the salvation He 
accomplished is our attention to be now directed, to the operations of 
Divine grace, by which men as individuals, and the Church as a 
company and community, are saved from sin's curse and consequences, 
and formed and fitted for heaven. 

Personal godliness has the Holy Ghost for its sole and supreme 
Author. From Abel onwards, all true believers have been quickened by 
the Spirit, and " obtained precious faith," as His free and sovereign gift. 

"In Adam all die." By his one transg-ression "all men were madt> 
sinners," and all must continue where the Fall left them unless renewed 
hy regenerating grace. Hence all saints join with David in ascribing 
the glory to the Spirit of t.he Living God : "Thou hast wrought all onr 
works in us." 

" 'Tis Thine to cleanse the heart, 
And sanctify the soul ; 

To pour fresh life in every pa.rt, 
And new create the whole." 

Men crw neither invest themselves with spiritual life. nor impart it 
to others. '' If any man is iu Christ, he is a new creature ; " for he has 
been" created in Christ Jesus," and is thus "God's workmanship." 

• See Acts xxiv. 6 e.nd ix. 2, where read, a in the Revised V~rsion. "e.ny 
that were of the Way, whether men or women. Also Chap. xix. 9, "spee.kin~ 
evil of the Way before the multitude.'' Though probably designed to deride the 
convictions of those who deemed theirs the only religion that could se.ve, the 
title we.s most descriptive and suggestive. 
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Of this, t~e apostle was himself a striking exemplification. He left 
Jerusalem with a fixed and furious determination to exterminute the 
Master's f?llowers, those that "were of the Way." He returned, 
after a while, a devoted member of this very sect. The sinner--once 
dead in tresp~ses and sins-was now " alive unto God ; " the Pharisee 
had been led to trust in the Lord whom he once so despised, and the 
persecutor preached that Jesus of Nazareth•• is the Son of God." We 
wonder not that his heart overflowed with gratitude, as he reviewed bow 
He who had "eeparated him from his mother's womb " had "called 
him by His grace," and given him an inward revelation' of the majesty 
and love of Him to whom He had been brought to yield the allegiance 
of his heart. 

The direct testimony of Scripture to the truth of a statement, we 
deem is all-sufficient confirmation. 

"THIS is the Judge the.tends the strife 
Where wit and reason fail." 

Collateral and confirmatory evidence ha~, however, great value and 
importance ; and we cite with pleasure words penned by an eminent 
scientist on this subject :-

" The door from the natural to the spiritual is shut. No man can 
open it. The one is staked off from the other by barriers which have 
never yet been crossed from within. Organic changes-modification of 
environment--mental energy-moral effort--the evolution of character 
or the progress of civilization, can never endow one human soul with 
the attribute of spiritual life."• This witness is true ; for 

Spiritual life is a Divine and sovereign gift. In Zion "the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore ; " and they who 
receive Christ and enter into the privileges of God's children, do this, as 
they are born '' not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God" (John i. 13). 

Equally of Him are the development and manifestation of tbe life He 
has imparted. He calls, the heaven-born and home-born soul responds, 
and the secret of regenerating grace becomes a manifested fact. 

He, too, by whom this " good work '' was begun will perform," or 
carry it on. Hence we sing :-

" The Spirit will cherish 
The life He first gave." 

Thus, by His power, the deeds of our flesh are morWied. 
The graces which not only evidence salvation, but adorn the 

believer's character, are therefore summarised as " the fruit of the 
Spirit." "Work out," again writes holy Paul, "your own salvation 
with fear and trembling," since "it is God who" "for His good 
pleasure," "worketh in you both to will and to do." Gratefully let us 
each add. and "all my springs," 0 Lord, '' are in Thee." 

Tbe Holy Ghost, yet again, is the source of all Christian activity. 
The Lord died " to redeem unto Himself a peculiar pPople, zealomi of 
good works." and the early Christians "did good to all men, specially to 
those that were of the household of faith." Men given to prayer were 

* Professor Henry Drummond. "Natural Law in the Spiritual World." 
The above is from the wonderful chapter on Biogenesis. See Editor's Note on 
page 13\J. 
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they, and men of courage likewise. Persecution did not hinder them 
from proch,imiag the truth, the power of which their very hearts had 
fel_t--and they could die rather th'l.n deny it,-" striving according to 
His working whieh worked iu them mightily" (Col. i. 29), for the 
power was His alone. 

This is a truth for all time. Who wonld not sing to-day to the 
Spirit's glory :-

" And every virtue we possess, 
And every victory won, 

And every thought of holiness, 
Are His a.Jone." 

We speak of our work for God ; rather should we, of His work 
through us. All true success. numerical, spiritual, or denominational, 
should thus be ascribed to Him," Revive THY work, 0 Lord." 

II.-A NEED IS INTIMATED, '' 0 LORD, REVIVE THY WORK." 

We cannot state with precision when Haba.kkuk prophesied, but it 
was probably during the reign of Jehoiakim. From the writings of 
Jeiemiah we gain au insight into the condition of affairs at that time, 
as his ministry commenced with King Josiah, and continued until the 
captivity (Jer. i. 2, 3). Sad, indeed, is the picture! The love of the 
people for God's Word was lost. No longer were they "valiant for the 
truth." Wise men gloried in their wisdom, the rich in their wealth, 
and the strong in their strength. Iniquity and oppression abounded. 
False prophets deluded the people w'ith lies, and "they loved to have 
it so." 

Is there no para.lie! between that age and this? We would not play 
the pessimist, but signs many enforce the present need for a heart-cry 
like this of our text. 

It was once reserved to avowed infidels to hurl their shafts at the 
Word of God. Now the leaders of our very Universities are seeking 
to discredit its authority. Their specious writings have, it is said, 
furnished thoughtful Mahometan teachers with a new argument against 
Christianity. These now boldly contend that the Bible is but one of the 
world's sacred books, with no higher claim to a Divine origin than their 
Koran, and is indeed immeasurably inferior to it, since Christians 
themselves admit the inaccuracy of their book ; while devout Mussulmen 
have never dreamed of disputing the inerrancy of the volume from 
which their faith is derived. 

The revelations of the recent Census claim attention. Where many 
assembled, few now meet ; nor is this confined to but one section of the 
Church. The religious privileges our fathers bought so dearly are 
to-day but little prized. Many attend religious services but once in the 
week ; to their credit be it said, those whose hours of toil are the 
longest often being the mo1:1t punctual and regalar to fill their places. 
Rarely now do " they that fear God " open their hearts to one another 
on spiritual things. A " form of godliness" prevails, though but few
even if they know it-atttst to its "power." 

Dangerous eii:pedients to allure the people are fashionable. . _\. 
neglected fissure in the !!ea-wall, though small at first, may lead to its 
"rout and ruin," and to the flooding of the town itself by the onward rush 
of the resi.stless waters. So a little pandering to the taste for sensa
tionalism may lead to its formidable increase. Granted that talented 
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musicians and the promise of bright and brief addresses attract great 
numbers, but is this the prosperity that holv hearts desire? 

The Sabbath has become a popular holiday, rather than the Lord's 
day, to be devoted to His worship and service. Sunday visiting is 
common among profeSl;ors, and furnishes a ready excuse for absence from 
the sanctuary. To this my honoured father was resolutely opposed. 
C~ristian visitors were, indeed, not unknown in my childhood's home on 
this day, but when the hour for public worship drew near, he invariably 
intimated that be valued his privileges too highly to part with them
that Ms convictions led him to God's house, and he generally added, 
" Will you not accompany us ? " 

Earnestness in the service of the Most High seems at a low ebb. 
Week-night services, how cold they often are ; at prayer-meetings, how 
few are found ; while it is whispered tbat in some cases these have 
become mere apologies, maintained for form's sake, and to obviate the 
necessity of announcing their total discontinuance. 

Popular, rather than truthful preachers, are favoured by some of 
whom better things might have been expected. Their own chapels 
they never attend during the week, yet a famous name will draw them 
elsewhere, though the testimony is certain to be contrary to what they 
profess to believe. 

Think on these things, and admit the need our text implies. 
Proceed we to consider 

III.-THE PROPHET'S APPEAL-" 0 LORD." 

"Man's extremity is God's opportunity." When failure is stamped 
upon his proceedings, Faith looks on high for help. Thus when all 
around was depressing, Habakknk sought the aid of his unchanging God. 

Thus should we act. Success has not attended the many attempts to 
revive the drooping interests of Zion. Waves of excitement have paBBed 
over the profeBBing Church. Little permanent good has followed. The 
majority of those that crowd ar<:>und a popular evangelist are, for the 
most part, members of religious communities in the locality, who have 
already been trained by their own ministers in faith and good works. 
Withdraw these, and require the enthusiastic stranger to obtain his 
audiences " from the regions beyond," how few would then assemble.• 

Further, are not some modern methods-and many know to which I 
allude-almost God-dishonouring ? Have they answered ? We would 
not censure what Heaven sanctions. The Census, however, furnishes an 
impartial reply, and enforces the conviction that a gracious revival will 
not follow our adopting such unscriptural ways. 

God alone can revive His own work. New machinery will not of 
itself accelerate the speed of yonder ship. The coalR must glow with 
fiercest beat; the water must be raised to forceful steam, or the vessel 
will still be motionless on the ocean's bosom. So, in spite of elaborate 
organization and methods most approved of men, the present state of 
thrngs will continue, apart from the vital force, the gracious energy of 
the Spirit of God. 

Brethren, "the everlasting Gospel," proclaimed in the power of the 
Spirit, is what we need. Our message is not worn out; let us deliver it 
with increased earnestness. The edge of the Jerusalem blade is keen i as 
ever. God strengthen us to wield it. The promise that His "word 

• Dr. Watson, "Ian Maclaren," 
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shall not return unto Him void" stands good. L~t us rest upm it. 
God is mighty. The need is urgent. "0 Lord, revive Thy work in 
the midst of the years."• No new Gospel is necessary. Some of our 
methods may need modifying and improving. In the conduct of our 
services, we are, however, bound by no rules, save that " all must be 
done decently and in order," but an improved Gospel is not needed. 
A man, fleeing from his adversary, was once exposed to danger. He 
had no weapon, but was told of a sword, which was wrapped in a cloth 
behind the ephod. It was Goliath's, and perhaps old-fashioned and out 
of date; ye: said he, "There is none like that; give it me." So say we 
of the Gospel. We need no novel scheme of salvation or rules of life 
which the old Book doe3 not furnish, but the earnest proclamation of 
that which lays the sinner low and exalts the Saviour-and speaks more 
of the majesty of the Son of God than of the misery of the sinner
that which proved the power of God unto our own salvation when, 
through grace, we believed. 

Ecclesiastical history enshrines the stories of many true revivals to 
inspire our hope for days to come. "The Lord gave the Word; great 
was the company of those that published it." "He sent them whither 
He Himself would come." Bis commission they obeyed. "They 
went into all the world and preached the Gospel to every 
creature." " He gave testimony to the Word of Hii grace.'' " Many 
believed, and turned unto the Lord.'' "Then they that gladly received 
His Word were baptised.'' "So, mightily grew the Word of God and 
prevailed.'' Again and again this record has been repeated. " Lord. 
we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us, the 
noble works that Thou didst in thei1· days, and in the old time before 
them." "Wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoica 
in Thee? 11 

IV.-SOME REFLECTIONS .A.RE SUGGESTED. 

It were well to determine the attitude and action which present-day 
claims enforce. 

Large-hearted generosity should characterise us. Let Malachi 
speak. " Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in My house ; and prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven and pour you out a 
blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it." On the 
duty of devoting an exact tenth of one's income to the Lord, we do not 
insist. The Gospel princi pie is far more practicable. " Let every one 
lay by in store as God hath prospered him.'' As His good hand 
enlarges our resources, let our hands respond to calls on our loving 
liberality. 

Prayer should be fervent and frequent. "Power belongeth unw 
God." Periods arise when there appears to be special necessity for Him 
to exert this. " Lord, it is time tor Thee to work.'' This plea He 
permits. "Concerning the work of My hands, command ye Me." _The 
blessings are reserved for a season ; since " For all these things will I 
be enquired of by the House of Israel to do them." 

* Delivered before the Metropolita.n Associa.tion of Strict Baptist Churches, 
on Tuesday, Oot. 13th, 1903, at Che.dwell Street Chapel. This eloquent a.nl 
truthful sermon e.dmire.bly followed the recent pe.per on the •· Temperature of 
the Church," by our Brother T. Jones. 
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Such prayer may be answered from without or from within-from 
the l circumference to the centre, or from the centre to the circum
ference-by a large influx from without, or by greater power within. 
The latter should rather be our "earnest expectation and our hope.'' 
:rh~ _qne~tion thus becomes one of personal intere~t to us all. If 
md1v1dnal hearts are affected, the revived energy will extend to all. 
He who makes our text his prayer in the Church, will be most concerned 
as to the condition of his own soul in God's sight. 

MRS. C. H. SPURGEON. 

A WoRD OF "Goon-CHEER" FOR THE PASTOR'S "WEE-WIFIE." # 

By the death of this gracious and gifted lady, a unique presence has 
been removed from "the holy Church throughout all the world.'' 

Her personali:,y appears the more wonderful when we reflect that it was 
in no way dimmed by the transcendent personality of her distinguished 
husband. The wives of mauy prominent pastors have been as shiniog 
satellites to lustrous planets. Not so was it with her. He, and the 
d~ar woman he loved so truly, were as really one, in purpose and effort, 
ns they were emphatically two, in their own unique ministries. They can 
be viewed apart; yet each was the beautiful complement of the other. t 
In what, we may enquire, lay her ability to touch so many hearts? Not 
assuredly in her physical energy, i;ince for years she was an invalid, and 
AL times a sufferer from prolonged and prostrating pain. Not in her 
superior mental ability ; for none would place her among those who 
have achieved fame through the pure force of their natural genius; nor 
is the well-earned fortune which the great preacher's populanty obtained 
the explanation of the success of his wife's " labour of love." Her force 
lay rather in the magnetic attraction of her character, which drew around 
her those whose affection and respect were so true and practical, and 
whose co-operation was so willingly accorded. Hers was the power of a 
great heart. She had a keen ear for the low cry of want and distress. 
She quickly perceived which of the lines of ministry that presented them
selves would most richly repay the necessary expenditure of effort and 
money, and with rare ability made the best of the resources that were 
near at band. 

The living Chris~ was her brightest reality. He "guided her with 
His eye," and she was prompt to pursue the path that He indicated. All 
that she was, all that she possessed, were thus consecrated to the service 
of the King. Hence there was a peculiar grace and tenderness about 
her methods of benevolence, which invested her most commonplace acts 
of kindneMs, with the lustre of the Master's love. What she did for 
those that were crushed with penury and hampered with perpetual 
difficulties invariably led holy hearts to bless Him to Whom she so 
earnestly desired to ascribe "all the glory." 

We dwell on these points because-great as she unquestionably was 

•" Wee-wine" we.a C. H. Spurgeon's pet ne.me for Mrs. Spurgeon, 
t Perhe.ps the only pe.re.llel tbe.t modern litere.ture a.fiords is to be found in 

the lives e.nd le.hours of Robert and Elizabeth Be.rrett Browning, though the 
difference between the poet and the preacher is certainly very great. 
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-she we.s far more imitable than many other "holy women" whose 
11ames are chronicled in the annals of the good and famous. 

Our own pe.stors' wives often sigh to think how little good their lives 
seem to effect, how scant the help they afford their husbands, and how 
little he.ve the dreams of years gone by been realised. The weeks roll 
on monotonously. The almost romantic eagerness of " the time of the 
first love" is past. '' Vexed with trilling cares," crushed with worries, 
so pitiably little in themselves, but whose continued and reiterated force 
has robbed the gentle h1mt of its elasticity and hope, haunted by the 
fear that they are living to no purpose and really doing no good, they 
walk softly and in sorrow all their days. 

Dear sister, is this, in any measure, true of you ? If so, a voice may 
come to you from her grave in Norwood Cemetery, bidding you hope in 
her God, seek light and strength where she sought and found them, and 
remind us all that 

"We may make our lives sublime." 

You may feel a little bitterly that the possibilities of your service arr
restricted by serious limitations. Like Damaris (Acts xvii. 3!), whose 
name means "a little woman," your natural abilities are, as you are 
painfully aware, anything but great. You cannot write in "delic!l.te and 
dainty English." You have not read much. Many books you would 
like to posseBB you have never been able to obtain. You are no theo
logian, and are simple enough to approve of sermons which touch your 
heart and help you to rise to higher things without inquiring very closely 
whether they are sixteen ounces to the pound, which is rightly yonr good 
husband's standard of orthodoxy. You are shy, and sometimes know 
not what to say when suddenly asked your opinion. 

Was it not pitiful to read in our last number of a pastor's deceased 
wife, part of whose dying message to his Church and congregation 
expressed "regret that she had been unable to continue to take so active 
a part in the work, especially during the past two years," in which she 
had been failing like a drooping flower. 

Your health, too, it may be, is not good. Your energy is far from 
great. You soon grow tired. Your husband's flock is a trying one. 
Some of his people you can never please. Your means are straitened, 
and, scheme and plan as you may, ninepence will not do the work of a 
shilling; and oh the weariness of the constant effort to make both ends 
meet when the string is too short for the parcel ! Poor Damaris, 
little woman I 

But are your limitations very much in excess of hers of whom we 
write, and have not you the same God that she had? Your drafts on 
the "Cheque-bank of Faith" will be honoured as hers were, and her 
Lord's strength can be made equally perfect in your weakness. That 
sweet serene face, though bearing the indelible record of many a long 
hour of acute pain, may remind you that there is One who can and will 
heed and sympathise, keep your heart in perfect peace, and give you the 
strength and patience which you need in your changing days. Let not, 
then, the elevated position of this dear saint, who laboured so " much in 
the Lord," hinder you from pressing to the Fountain-head of her 
"par,ient continuance in well-doing." 

On pages 236-7 our friend J. Anthony Gee beautifully reminds us 
that a piece of common iron becomes itself magnetic after being in close 
contact with a loadstone ; so a very ordinary personality may become a. 

z 
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potent one if. in answer to prayer, it be imbued and made strong with 
"the grace that is in Christ Jesus." They that are drawn closely to 
Him unconsciously attract others for their good. 

A s.:ientless daisy acquires a new fragrance when it has been for a 
while near a rose. The Master has rich and rare gifts of influence 
and ministry to impart to all who come to Rim with helpless but open 
hearts. 

Twice only did the writer hear her voice on earth. Once was in June, 
1884, at "Westwood," in company with a number of Metropolitan 
pastors, who had been educated at the College. The weather proved 
ideal. Our Pastor-president was in excellent health, and found oppor
tunity for a heart-cheering word to each guest. As the shades of even
ing began to close around, all gathered on seats placed on the lawn out
side the library, facing our loved host, and our hostess, who had not 
appeared till then. He had his two pug terrier dogs, "Punch" and 
" Paul," one under e:t.eh arm, and wore a sofo hat of the most nonde
script kind, while she, sitting calm and radiant, recalled the line-

" Her eyes a.re homes of silent pre.yer." 

Presently silence was claimed for a song for her, which she stood to sing 
The air, a minor one, was (so her dear husband told us) founded on the 
cry of the fishe!"IIlen in the extreme Highlands, as they haul in their 
nets after a draught. The words were based on the long-loved verse
" A man ... shall be . . . as the shadow of a gre11.t rock in a weary 
land" (Isa. xxxii. 2), and ran thus :-

" The Lord's my Rock, in Him I'll hide, 
A Shelter in the time of storm," etc. 

CHORUS-
" 0, Jesus is e. Rock in e. wee.ry le.nd, 

A wee.ry land, a wee.ry le.nd. 
0, Jesus is a Rock in e. weary le.nd, 

A Shelter in the time of storm." 

It reached, at least, one heart. Though we knew it not a~ the 
time, a long illness, which nearly ended our life here, was in the 
near future. Days of pain, nights of sleeplessness, and whole weeks 
of almost intolerable depression were at hand. " Zeal"· was "extin
guished to a spark," "life was very, very low," "prayer, too, seemed 
a load," and, God forgive a poor sinner, who has to confess that he 
often then 

" Could feel no love to God, 
He.rdly he.d a good desire." 

But the savour and sweetness of this song never quite left him, nor 
did He who is indeed " the Shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land " forget His covenant promise in his season of prolonged pros
tration and pain. 

A.fter our recovery, having occasion to write to Mrs. Spurgeon on 
another matter, we could not forbear telling her the atory which we 
have here related. Her brief reply to this portion of our letter was 
as follows :-

" It was kind of you to tell me the story of the song. I am so 
glad. Does it not show how tenderly the Lord uses us even in little 
things to bring good to others and glory to His dear name ? My 
heart blesEes Him ! 

"As when the smile of a friend brings joy, and we look into a dear 
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face that beams with love to us, so may you be enabled to see God 
'in the face of Jesm1 Christ' and know 'the peace which passeth 
all understanding.'" It is signed '' Susie Spurgeon." 

" Hi , tenderly the Lord uses us, even in little things, to bring good 
to others and glory to His dear name ! '' Mark the words. He can do 
great wonders with insufficient instruments, and employ our humblest 
acts for the grandest ministries. The tribute of respect brought by the 
man from Baal-sbalieha, though so small, sufficed for a full meal for a 
hundred hearty young prophets (2 Kings iv. 44). A lad's lunch, when 
given up to Jesus, afforded a sumptuous supper to five thousand men 
(,John vi. 10), and a word, a song, a sentence written hurriedly with a 
tired and trembling hand, have led to results as marvellous. 

" A perfect woman, nobly planned, 
To warn, to comfort, and command,'' 

you may not be. This, however, is far from your ambition. A lowlier 
standard doubtless suits you better, and this perhaps is rather the music, 
to the rhythm of which you would choose to travel day by day :-

" Be good, sweet me.id, and let who will be clever; 
Do noble deeds-not dream them-all day long 

And so make life, death, and that vast ' for ever ' 
One grand, sweet song.'' 

a song even fuller and more resounding than that of which we have 
told you. . 

But be our faith strong or weak, our confidence constant or easily 
shaken, our talents few or many, our opportunities abundant or circum
scribed,-can we not all whisper to our ever-living Master-

" Make use of me, my God ; 
Let me not be forgot, 

A broken vessel cast aside, 
One whom Thou needest not." 

Dear sisters in the fellowship of our Master's service, learn these 
lessons from her, whose voice will be heard on earth no more. May we 
all be taught in our way thus to address the" Well-Beloved":-

" 0 shed Thy sweetness o'er my £re.me, 
No sweetness is so sweet, 

Till I rise up to praise Thy name, 
Where a.11 Thy singers meet." 

w. J. s. 

WHAT THE EYES SEE AND THE HEART 
TREASURES. 

THE power of appreciation is no common gift. It requires a poet's 
mind to enjoy poetry. A work of art obtains full admiration only 

from one who himself has the artist's eye ; and the Sonata of a 
Beethoven or a Chopin falls flat on the untrained ear of one who finds 
no delight in sweet sounds and occult harmonies. 

A dog, though its intelligence may be great, cannot enter into the 
feelings of a human being; and a man who is low and debased is utterly 
incompetent to form a sympathetic estimate of another whose spirit is 
brave and true. 

It takes a hero to discern what is heroic in the character of some-
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OD<' else. Nobility only can recognise nobility. Tbe absence of 11 

mroal quality in ourselves, obscures our perception of its poseession 
by others. 

Thus, it takes a Christian to recogniee a Christian. "ITe that is 
spiritu3l judgeth all things "-the heaven-born man only is capacitated to 
form an accurate estimate of spiritual objects and subjects-" yet he 
himself is judged of no man," for a "natural man " can neither 
appreciRte his character nor accurately estimate his conduct. 

This power admits of degrees, and grows witb. use. Hence we read 
of those whose "SPnses," or spiritual perceptions, are exercised to discern 
"both good 1md evil., (Heb. v. 14) ; and Paul prayed that the" eyes" 
of the (spiritual) undentanding of the Ephesian Christians might "be 
enlightened" (i. 18), and that the "love" of the 11aints at Philippi 
"might abound yet more and more, in knowledge and in all judgment, 
that" they might thus approve "things that were excellent," by recog
nising and supporting what was commendable both in per,ons and 
conduct. 

We now proceed to exemplify how a spiritual man judges or forms 
his estimate of the actual and relative importance of what claims his 
attention in this world. 

Let us suppose that six men of intelligence for the first time visit 
a certain town. 

THE LOVER OF THE PICTURESQUE. 

is charmed with the romantic view of the surrounding country from an 
elevated spot to which his rambles bring him. He feels with Cowper that 

" The achievements of art may amuse, 
May even our wonder excite ; 

But groves, hills, and valleys diffuse 
A le.sting, a sacred delight." 

Thns every object on which his eye rests, the distant wood, the winding 
stream, the herds and flocks in the fertile fields, the harvest ripening 
beneath the glow of the great sun-all cause him pure and unmixed 
pleasure; and he often, in after days, recalls the beauty of the scene. 

THE MAN OF BUSINESS 

is interested in the population of the place, and inquires whether it 
possesses any natural advantages, whether it is purely agricultural, or 
maintains a particular industry ; whether trade flourishes, whether 
there iB an opening for this or that form of enterprise, which might 
enable him to turn his visit to his own personal profit . 

.ANOTHER, INTERESTED IN HISTORY, 

when walking abroad, enquires into the associations of the locality. 
"What means that ancient ruin?" "Was yonder quainL gateway 
connected with any legend ? " " W DB any famous battle fought on those 
far-stretching plains?" " Did some desperate struggle for civil and 
religious liberty take place where all is now so calm and peaceful ? " 
Note-book in hand, be records his information, glad to vivify hair
remembered facts by observations made where they occurred. 

GOD'S WORKS, IN NATURE, DELIGH'f ANOTHER. 

Natural objects attract bis attention, and be regards with interest the 
flowery treasures of the leafy lane, and the rich and varied foliage of the 
overshadowing trees. All speak to his instructed mind. The very 
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stones on which he treads, and the upturned soil, have their suggestive
ness, and recall the rich stores of knowledge which he has amassed. 
The insect world again, the curious creatures which flit in the air 
or crawl 011 thti grassy banks, the wonderful wealth of life in its 
varied forms-all appeal to his attention, and give testimo11y and afford 
instruction which he hails with delight. 

THE VOTARY OF ART 

regards with paramount interest the architectural triumphs of the past. 
Yon Hall, one of the 11.ncestral homes of England, courts his gaze and 
evokes his admiration ; as does the sacred Edifice, half bidden by those 
rugged elms, which stands in God's Acre. How graceful its spire, how 
noble its proportions, its long-drawn aisle, its lofty roof. How venerable 
its monuments to departed grandeur or worth. The congenial silence 
appeals to his deeper feelings, and perhaps he thinks :-

" He.rk, how this holy ea.Im &hat reigns a.round, 
Bids every fierce tumultuous pe.ssion cease ; 

In still, sma.ll e.ccents ce.lling from the ground, 
A gre.teful earnest of eternal peace I " 

The sixth, a humble and experienced Christian, is 
A LOVER OF GOOD MEN. 

He has understood that somewhere in the town a few that fear God, 
and have leamed to ascribe all praise to His sovereign and discrimi
nating grace, are wont to assemble and meet together. He, accordingly, 
determines to make ,their Sanctuary the object of his quest. With 
difficulty, he finds a small Chapel, in a quiet street, and ascertains to his 
joy that it is open for worship. He enters. The building, as such, is 
anything but inviting. The walls are bare and discoloured. Beauty 
and adornment have received no consideration, and nothing appeals to a 
cultured mind. 

A prayer-meeting is in progress. Those present are poor and plain 
people. Their phraseology ie homely ; their language-if the truth 
must be told-anything but elegant, and even occasionally ungram
matical and uncouth. Long-loved hymns, which awake responsive 
chords in the stranger's heart, are sung ; but the voices are untrained, 
and blend but poorly. 

A running comment on a portion of Scripture is given. It is sound, 
savoury, and even able, in its application of ancient truth to p~esent
day circumstances, and the experience of plain Christians ; though, as 
an exposition, it might make a scholarly critic smile. 

The visitor, however, feels that the Saviour is there. "His name is 
as ointment poured forth." " Two or three had gathered together in 
His name, and He has been in their midst." When all is over, kindlf 
greetings and hands outstretched-with modest diffidence, yet in 
all honesty and heartiness-confirmed the impression that the brother 
from afar had been in the company of those to whom " the secret of the 
Lord" was known, and that Heaven had stooped to kiss the earth at 
that quiet but favoured @pot. 

Dropping a coin into the box, which mutely appealed for help " for 
the Cause," and which had not received so large a contribution for many 
a long day, what wonder if the stranger, as he wended his homeward 
way, thought of a verse of an old byrnn which he was taught in his 
youth :--
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" Father, my soul would s~ill abide 
Within Thy temple-near Thy side· 
B~t if my feet must _hence depart, ' 
Still keep Thy dwelhng in my bee.rt." 

HE WAS A MAN OF GOD, 

Reader, we blame none for appreciatin(J' a fair and smiling land
scape, for "A thing of beauty is a joy for ;ver." We commend those 
who are interested in the welfare and progress of their fellow-men. 
Without due enterprise life would spell social stagnation and failure. 
As Christians we are enjoined to be :• not slothful in business." 
Historical associations are, again, important, and claim attention. He 
that gives no heed to the story of the shadowy past is not likely to play 
the man in the struggling present. " Nature with open volume stands, 
to spread her Maker's praise abroad" ; and he who deems His finger
work unworthy of his regard, must have but a feeble perception of the 
glory of His grace. Nor have we a word of censure for those to whom 
man's works of beauty and skill-" the cloud-capped towers, the 
gorgeous palaces, the solemn temples "-are objects of wonder and 
delight. All are evidences of the greatness of the mind which originated 
them, and proofs of His creative wisdom and power, to whom we owe all 
our ability and energy. 

" But in the grace that rescued man 
His brightest form of glory shines; 

There, on the Cross, 'tis fairest drawn, 
In precious blood and crimson lines." 

"Jeremiah "-as John Hazelton once observed-" has said, 'Mine 
eye affecteth mine heart.' He might with equal truth have added, 
' Mine heart a.ffecteth mine eye.' " The eye-that is to say-rests with 
keenest interest on that with which the heart is chiefly occupied. 

Reader, wouldest thou know thy soul's condition in God's sight? 
Here is a test which may be new to thee. The object which draws and 
holds thine eye, is that which has a supreme place in thy heart. 
Jesus, Master, 

" Thou patient, spotless One, 
Our hearts in meekness train, 

To bear Thy yoke, and learn of Thee, 
That we may rest obtain. 

Jesus, Thou art enough, 
The mind and heart to fill ; 

Thy life, to ea.Im the anxious soul, 
Thy love, its fear dispel. 

0 fix our earnest gaze 
So wholly, Lord, on Thee, 

That with THY beauty occupied, 
We elsewhere none may see." 

A MEDITATION FOR THE OPPRESSED. 
"0 Lord, I am oppressed, undertake for me."-lsa, xx:xviii. 14. 

THESE affecting words present a Petitioner and record a Prayer. 
I. THE PETITIONER is not so much Hezekiah, the king, as a 

poor distressed man at his wits' end-" I am oppressed." How often 
the livin8'. children of the "living God" find it thus in their experience. 
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Some are oppressed outwardly-by men, by circumstances, by bodily 
ailments, or by physical infirmity. 

Some suffer this oppression from their enforced association with 
those with whom they must mix in the world, with those whom they 
meet in their secular engagements, and even from Christ's professed, or 
it may be His real followers-even the heaven-born and heaven-bound 
childl'en of God. Many are the afflictions of the truly "righteous" 
whom He accepts and approves in His beloved Son. 

They are not infrequently oppressed by Satan. As an infesting 
tempter and a fierce accuser he opens his mouth in blasphemies against 
all that they hold dear and sacred-and if he is allowed to speak, they 
cannot help giving some attention to his vile suggestions and insinua
tions. To escape is out of their power, nor can they check his tempta
tions or shut their minds to what he ad'lances and urges. 

Some are oppressed by a heavier burden still-the sinfulne,s of their 
own carnal natures. 

" Within, 0 what a hellish crew I 
Who knows what works within?" 

They feel the rising and raging of indwelling sin. "Their sore runs 
in the night," and sometimes "ceaseth not." The Fall and its 
disastrous consequences is no longer with them a mere matter of 
doctrine to be occasionally l'eferred to in the pulpit-they know and 
feel its truth by painful experience-and suffer keenly from " the 
plague of their own heaJts." 

Against this, at times, they earnestly struggle. Anon, their cry is 
" My weak resistance ; oh, how vain I •· 

and they are thus tempted to fear that their wound is inc11rable, and 
their case beyond remedy, and then they are almost ready to despair. 
Such are these spiritual petitioners, and these grievous exercises bring 
them to the right place, the" throne of grace." Observe, now, 

II. THE PRAYER RECORDED, which is memorable for this-it puts 
the matter wholly and unreservedly into God's hands. Such suppliants 
as Hezekiah then was, may sigh and groan, but they dare not "under
take." From saying " we will sin no more" they shrink, well knowing 
that such resolutions will fail, and that they will soon be baffled by 
fresh temptations from the enemy and the force of their inward 
corruption. They agree with the poet's advice-

" Beware of Pater's word, 
Nor confidently say, 

'I never will deny my Lord,' 
But, ' Grant I never may.'" 

Apart from Divine guidance and help, they have found even 
temporal things unmanageable-how much more then spiritual and 
eternal matters. They, therefore, dare not "undertake" to resist one 
sin-to perform one good act-to think one holy thought or to repress 
one evil one. 

They have learned "not to trust in themselves" in any particular. 
Jehoshaphat, when a great multitude came against him to battle, 
'' feued and set himself to seek the Lord.'' He had many soldiers 
under his command-but not in these did he place his trust and confi
dence. No, for he thus addressed his God, "We have no might against 
this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do ; 
but our eyes are upon Thee" (2 Chron. xx. 3, 12). God's people may, 
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i~1deed, app_arently have some intellectual and other powers on their 
side. But m these they dare not trust. They place no confidence in 

" The strength of their nature 
Or strength of their grace." 

_ Aga\n, obser,e _ that the same g~acions discipline which leads God's 
tried children to m1stru~t and repudiate theit· own resources, leads them 
to _ffy for refuge to Him. He can help them. Hence with Hezekiah 
they unreservedly-as He enables-cry, "Undertake for me." 

With Him "nothing is impossible." Jesus can do everything
h~al the body or suppo_rt _it under infirmity or pain-sustain the feeble 
mmd or restore th~ famtmg soul. He can manage the most difficult 
matte:5 and ~meliorate the ~ost distressing circumstances. He can 
restram Satan s rage or turn 1t to the believer's advantage or His own 
glory. He can control the principalities and the powers and " the rulers 
of the darkness of this world "-and so evoke from the believing heart 
the quaint song, 

" The ravens who croaked for my blood 
Have helped me to many e. mee.l." 

He can qnell the raging of the corruptions of the heart, support 
under them or deli,er in various ways and degrees from them. Here 
then is our comfort. "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" Nay, 
" He is able"-" to do exceeding abundantly, above all that we ask or 
tbink, according to the power that worketh in us"-•' to keep us from 
falling "-and finally " to present us faultless before the presence o[ His 
glory with exceeding joy." G. H. SENEX. 

THE WAY TO THE FATHER.* 
BY H. l\foRRIS WINCH, CHATTERIS. 

"No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me."-John xiv. 6. 

OUR knowledge of the Most High depends on the revelations He has 
been pleased to make of Himself. These were given to fa,oured 

men progressively ; it was reserved for the Saviour to disclose the 
wonderful truth that He is" our Father," and that we are His" dear 
children." 

This truth is not indeed wholly withheld in the Old Testament. On 
a great historic occasion, for instance, David blesses Him as the " Lord 
God of Israel, our Father, for e,er and ever" (1 Chron. xxix. 10), and 

• The Fatherhood of God is presented in many e.nd varied aspects in the 
Scriptures of truth. These are illustrated by Van Oosterzee in his" Christian 
Dogma.ties," by the different concentric circles, formed by the sections of a cone 
divided transversely. That at the base-the largest-may represent Hie paternal 
rele.tion to all men-the descendants of Adam, "who wa.R the son of God." In 
this sense, mankind are the offspring of the Most High (Luke iii. 38, e,nd Acts 
xvii. 29). Still ascending, a smaller section might stand for His Fatherhood of 
"elect angels," who are styled" the sons of God" (Job xxxviii. 7). Yet a smaller 
circle would represent the Fatherhood of God in relation to the Jewish nation, 
for "He is a Father unto Israel" (Jer. xxxi. 9).' Still rising, we obtain the 
smallest circle of all, which encloses His elect and redeemed people, who "now 
a.re the sons (children) of God" (1 John iii. 1, 2), The apex or point represents 
the unique, unapproachable sonship of the Lord Jesus," the only begotten of 
the Father." It is most important to distinguish the import of the words 
"father" and "children'' or " sons" in their different occurrences. -EDITOR, 
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he elsewhere informs us that "Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him" (Pea. ciii. 13). These, however, 
were but intimations of truth not yet disclosed-as the faint streaks of 
the dawning light in the eastern horizon, herald the rising of the orb of 
day to give full chase to the darkness of night. "The only begotten 
Son which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him," thuR 
fully making known His gracious "name," and what it expresses and 
involves. 

The relationship is au ancient onf, and was of old established by God 
in sovereign grace. It is, however, by the new birth that it is realised, 
and we become consciously or experimentally" His sons and dau~hters." 
Because we are His children-not to constitute us such-God sends forth 
the Spirit of His Son into. our hearts, crying, "Abba Father," and so 
"we receive the adoption of sons" <Gal. iv. 5, 6). 

Oar reception of adoption-blessings has the closest connection with 
the Saviour. " We are children of God by faith in Christ Jesus," 
"through whom we all have our access by the one Spirit unto the 
Father" (Ephes. ii. 18, R.V.). This "access," or, as some understand 
i.t, "introduction," is elsewhere expressly stated to be by Him (Rom. v. 
2), and it is as thus bringing us nigh to the Father's heart and home, 
He appears in the chapter from which our text is taken," I am the Way, 
and the Truth, and the Life," the way by which once sinful men come 
"to the Father." 

HE IS THE ONLY W .A.Y. Sin has estranged and severed the human 
race from God ; and presents an impassable barrier to their approaching 
Him. Jesus, however, by His life, His death, His glorious resurrection 
and ascension has removed this insuperable obstacle and brought in the 
"better hope, by which we draw nigh to Him." On Him, therefore, 
must we solely depend-or the gulf will never be passed. God's holy 
nature and most righteous government alike demand a perfect atone
ment for our transgressions. This "none but Jesus, in whom is no 
sin," could effect ; but, blessed be God, He did this on the cross, nor 
did He return to heaven, until He had "by Himself purged our sins," 
and "obtained eternal redemption for us." 

"Oome then, repenting sinner, come, 
Approe.ch in humble faith ; 

Owe whe.t thou wilt, the tote.l sum 
Is ce.ncelled by His dee.th.'' 

This great truth has its solemn side. The Redeemer Himself, whose 
knowledge of this important matter is perfect, assures us that none come 
to the Father, but by Him. Christless religion never rescued a soul 
from hell. His name stands for the only way by which the Father's 
house can be reached, " none other being given under heaven among 
men, whereby we must be saved." Thus :-

" No other ne.me will Hee.van approve, 
Thou e.rt the true e.nd living we.y; 

Orde.ined by everle.sting love, 
To the bright ree.l.ms of endless de.y." 

THE LORD J Esus IS .A. CONTINUOUS W .A.Y. God's people not only 
start with Him, but He is essential to their journey's end. "As ye have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord so walk in Him." Faith's first step is 
dependence on His merit; faith's last step on earth is reliance on His 
grace. 
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Through Him the first fond pre.yers a.re se.id 
Our lips of ohildhood £re.me • ' 

The last low whispers of our d~e.d, 
Are burdened with His name." 

_Stephe~, as the_cruel ~to~es rained on his quivering body, beheld an 
ObJect which sustamed him ID that hour of peril-even" Jesu11 standing 
on the right hand of God." The eud of his journey had come. '' Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit," he cried, and thus reached "home" by 
God's sure way. 

Trust in Christ is therefore not only the solitary action of the 
re'.1t_wed hea_rt i~ the i~i~ial stage of Christian experience. It is the 
Divmely mamtamed activity of the regenerated soul during the whole 
of our earthly pilgrimage. 

There is always grace in Christ to afford foot-hold to faith. The 
way begins, experimentally speaking, at the point where the sinner 
apprehends his lost condition as a condemned, depraved, and utterly 
helpless creature. It extends to the very porch of the "Father's house," 
and the ground is sure from first to last. 

HE rs thus THE FINAL WAY. The grace that led to our taking the 
first homeward step will ensure our further progress. The contrite 
prayer for mercy offered to God through Christ in repentance and faith 
is a forecast of eternal glory. The groan of a poor, crushed, self-con
demned sinner is a prelude to the eternal song of heaven's choristers. 

" The holy to the holiest leads, 
From thence our spirits rise ; 

And he that in Thy statutes treads, 
Shall meet Thee in the skies." 

This depends on the fact that He is the "living way." All other 
roads exhaust the traveller. This imparts strength to way-faring men 
as they pursue it. "To them that have no might He increaseth 
strength,'' and by His almighty power, all that are in this Way will rise 
to the place which He is gone to prepare for the objects of His love and 
care. 

All that are now in heaven, arrived there by this glorious way, and 
if we have been. brought through the new birth into it by the Holy 
Spirit, the termination of our terrestrial sojourn will be our entrance 
"into Emmannel's land," our admission to" the Father's house above
home of our soul, bow dear ! " 

Reader, the thought is solemn that if we have not by grace come 
to the Father, by the mediation of His Son, we must go, after death, to 
the hell of" darkness, death, and long despair." 

.A. stricken sinner is recorded to have asked, "What must I do to be 
saved ? '' The Apostle to whom the question was put, promptly 
pointed out to him the way which we have here considered, " Believe on 
the Lord .Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house" (Acts 
xvi. 31). 

PREACHING and preaching. The three reasons which a good woman 
presented for objecting to a preacher were striking ones. She said that, 
in the first place, he read his sermon ; in the second, he did not read it 
well ; and in the third place, it was not worth reading. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

KEE'PEL STREET MEMORIAL 
OHURCH, BASSETT STREET, 
KENTISH TOWN, 

school, ea.rnestly songht God's blessing 
in pra.yer. A portion of Scripture wao 
read, a.nd Mr. A. West, secreta.ry of the 
Rebnilding Fnnd, gave a. brief finan

ON Sunday, Ootober 18th, the 109th cial statement, which showed that 
anniversary wa.s held, when pastor J. £76 3s. 5½d. wa.s needed to clear debt on 
W. Wren, of Bedford, preached a.t 11 improvements, a.nd a.bont £60 wa.s also 
a..m. and 6.30 p.m. In the morning the required to pnt chapel in repair. Mr. 
messa.ge from Isa. l, 10 wa.e presented Wa.kelin a.lso spoke. The chairman, in 
in a. sixfold wa.y a.s oonta.ining_ two the course of some encoura.ging 
praotioa.l oha.ra.cterietioe -(1) "Who is expressions, referred to hie close con
a.mong you that feareth the Lord 7 " nection with Keppel-street in the pa.et, 
(2) "tha.t obeyeth the voice of Hie eer- a.nd dnring the meeting gave an in
vante," two enffering oonditione: (1) sight into the methods of the 20th 
"Wa.lketh in da.rknees;" (2) "Ha.th no centnry persecntion, which he ha.d 
light; " two exhorta.tione: (I) "Let him persona.lly experienced as a. passive 
trust in the name of the Lord ; " (2) resister for conscience sake. 
"Stay upon hie God." Pa.star W. H. Rose, of Woolwich, the 

In the evening we were inspired with first epea.ker, gave an elevated tone to 
the God-given messa.ge from Pea.. xiv. 1 the meetiug by hie exhortation from, 
10, 11. 'l'he opening oall "hearken,"! "He tha.t bath an ea.r, let him hear 
"consider" the rela.tionship, " 0 I wha.t the Spirit B1t,ith nnto the 
daughter," was beautifully set forth, , Chnrches." 
and the people enjoined to seek a.fter Pa.star H. J, Wileman spoke of the 
the interest of their souls while the glory of God, and, quoting from Dr. 
opportunity wa.e a.fforded : " Forget .l:lorton'e expressed wish that "he 
thine own people and thy fa.ther'd would ha.ve liked to have whispered 
house" was ma.de a. twofold a.ppeal into the ear of each member of the 
individnally .. Then to the Church, . Congrega.tiona.l Conference held a.t 
Foritet worldly innovations: "So sha.ll B urnemouth, as they entered upon their 
the King greatly desire thy beo.uty." duties," Preps.re to meet thy God," he 
"Henceforth know we no ma.n after the (Mr. Wileman) would like to whisper 
fl.esh." Why forget 7 "So shall thy it into the ear of each, "Prepare to 
holiness be such tha.t the king greatly meet thy God," that the message might 
desire the beauty thereof." be potent in influencing our lives. 

Tuesday afternoon we were gladdened Pa.star H. Da.dewell reminded us of 
and encouraged, when a. good compa.ny the fa.et that "we serve the Lord 
gathered to hear a.nd give pa.star H. T. Christ," that such service was not only 
Chilvers a. weloome. He was helped to an honour, but that there was the joy of 
epea.'k from, "When the enemy shall service, 
come in like a. fl.ood, the Spirit of the Pastor J. Parnell spoke of retro
Lord eha.11 lift up a. sta.nda.rd a.ga.inst apective things a.nd of Holy Ghost 
him." Though spoken first of all to the power. 
Jewish nation, it had a. messa.ge for Mr. H. Ackland gave II ea.II to arms 
us, and that in a. twofold aspect-first, from Rev. iii. 2, •• Be watchful, and 
dispenaa.tiona.lly, right down from strengthen the things which re
Ada.m, through the experience of God's me.in." Be not too sure; being a. 
a.noient people to our Lord's times: member of the Church, or a. deacon, or 
how at Pentecost, in Pa.ul, a.nd in later even a. pastor, did not always mean 
times through Luther, La.timer, J. being a. Christian, and quoted 1 Car.xiii. 
Knox, Calvin, a.nd more reoently in 1, 2, The appeal wa.s threefold-(!) 
Whitfield a.nd J. a.nd C, Wesley, 11 Genera.I to the Churoh at large; (2) 
standard ha.d been uplifted, a.nd that Speoia.l to the Churoh at Bassett-street; 
the present hope of the Church wa.s (3) Po.rticule.r to the individua.l. 
the return of the Redeemer. Secondly, Our la.te pa.star then addressed the 
experimenta.lly, it was set forth tha.t meeting, but, a.s we were down below 
the enemy had a. great adva.nta.ge by oounting coppere, we did not hear his 
his knowledge of us ; hut, notwith- silvern speeoh. 
standing his power wa.s so great, it The meeting was orowned with the 
was limited. olosing address by pa.star P. Reynolds, 

We were favoured with the presenoe who spoke of the oontinuity of service, 
of IJll,Btors E. Ma.reh, or Stratford, and of past memories, of how those who 
W. H. Rose, of Woolwioh. The former worked for God were co-operators with 
a.nnounoed the hymns. Him, how that love was a.t the be.ck of 

The evening meeting, whioh was a.11 true service; that there was no con
presided over by Harold Cooper, Esq ... fusion with God, it was from age to 
of Bexhill, 8useex, was well o.ttended. 1 age, generation to generation, a.nd we 
After sing·ing a. hymn, Mr. F. J.: entered into the labours of those wtio 
Moule, SUIJerintendent of Soho Sunday- had gont' before, and how. when we got 
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low, there was the uplifting power of God 
Brethren Ling and Pickering spoke as 

to our indebtedness to the chairman and 
the sr,eaker~. 

The chairman kindly offered :£5 if 
twelve others would give the same 
amount, which would clear the 
builder's bill. Mr. A. West, 10, 
Morning-ton-crescent, Regent's - park, 
N.W., ~ ould be pleased to acknowledge 
any amount, that this promise might be 
realised to the glory of God. • 

TOTTEXHAM (EBENEZER), - The 
19th anniversary in connection with the 
formation of this Church was held on 
Sunday, October 18th, and Thursday, 
October 22nd. On Sunday, pastor John 
P. Gibbens preA-ched in the morning 
from the text, Isa. xxxi. 5, "As birds 
flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend 
Jerusalem." &c., referring to the place 
"_Jerusalem," manifest care, preserva
t10n, and manner of ea.re. In the even
ing his text was Psalm cxvi. 12, "What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all His 
benefits towards me 1 '' referring to the 
temporal and spiritual benefits, deliver
ance, and gratefnl recognition. On the 
following Thursday, a sermon was 
preached by brother Bush, of Kingston, 
on the text, Ephes. i. 7. 8, "In whom we 
have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace ; wherein He bath 
abounded towa.rds ns in all wisdom and 
prudence." referring to the redemp
tion, forgiveness of sine, riches of gra.ce, 
wisdom and providence. In the evening 
& public meeting was held, presided 
over by brother A. Boulden, of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, who after reading 
Psalm xl. ea.lied upon brother Nash to 
engage in prayer. Brother Bush gave 
an address from Psalm xi. 3, 
"If the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do? " re
ferring to the foundations that can
not be moved. viz.: the Bible, atone
ment, jnstifica.tion, regenera.ting work 
of God. Brother Elsey based his remarks 
on "Is Absalom safe 1" and brother 
Hewitt addressed the meeting from the 
text, Isa.. xliii. 21, "This people have I 
formed for Myself; they shall shew 
forth My praise." Pa.stor John P. 
Gibbens then spoke a few words on 
"The Lord's people," after which he 
th1mked the chairman and others for 
their preoence and support. The collec
tions a.mounted to :£717s. 3d. On Thurs
day, December 3rd, special services will 
be held in connection with the opening 
of the new Sunday-school by Mrs. John 
Piggott. Fuller particulars later.
W. L. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM).-On Nov. 5th, 
the annual social gathering of the Bible
class was held. Mr. E. P. Baldwin, 
leader of the class, very generously pro· 
vided a most excellent tea for the mem• 

berP, the teaohers of the Sunday-eohool 
also uniting with them. Ample justioe 
having been done to the good things 
provided, a goodly number of friends 
rallied round us, after whioh the even· 
ing meeting, as arranged, proceeded. 
Our dear pastor, Mr. F. 0. Holden, 
occupied the chair, and also gave a short 
and appropriate address, founding hi~ 
remarks upon the conversion and 
baptism of Lydia. Messrs. Elsey, Brazier. 
Nash. Bayes, Toms, Sewell, Oowell, 
Crispin, Spiers, Hill, and E. P. Baldwin, 
also fulfilled their pa.rt of the pro
gramme by means of short addresses 
and prayer. Speoial anthems were also 
sung, and a most oheerful time, without 
frivolity, was enjoyed and profitably 
spent by a.II who were favoured to b 
there. A cordial vote of thanks was 
given to Mr. E. P. Baldwin, and the 
occasion may perhaps be remembered as 
being the best we have experienced with 
the Bible-olass.-T. BAYES, Sec. 

CALVINISTIC PROTESTANT 
UNION. 

llIGHBURY AND ISLINGTON. 
A LECTURE in conneotion with the 
above-named Union was delivered on 
the 30th ultimo. in Mount Zion, Chad
well-street, by Mr. Job Willia.ms, hi~ 
subject beinl\'" Rome.nism: The Denial 
of the Dootrines of Grace, and Assertion 
of Salvation by Works." 

The chair was taken at 7.45 by Mr. 
Fricker, in the e.bsenoe of the Pre•ident, 
our beloved pastor, who was suffering 
from a cold. 

After singing a hymn, pastor Frank 
Felle, of Highbury, bore up before the 
throne of the he11venly grace those 
noble men who a.re known as "Passive 
Resisters" in conneotion with the 
"Education Bill." 

The principal remarks of the Leotnrer 
went to shew that Rome.nism was the 
ea.me to-day as she ever was. The wolf 
was still nnohe.nged. The Word of God 
distinctly te.nght that man was dead in 
trespasses and sins, and hie sal ve.tion 
was entirely by gra.oe (Ephes. ii.). 
Rome's theology was opposed to thie, 
and taughG that man was not totally 
dead. Romo.niem puts justioe in the 
plaoe of righteousness. The Leoturer 
dwelt at some length on the Counoil of 
Trent and Rome's dootrines of Purga
tory, whioh interested his audience 
greatly. 

Mr. Fricker thanked Mr. Williams for 
ooming to ne1 and intimated that many 
similar meetmgs would be arranged for 
very shortly. He entreated his hearers 
to safeguard the interests of the 
children, and to oontend earnestly for 
these privileges whioh were ours to the 
utmost of their power. A colleotion 
waR taken to defray expenses. 

Yours in the Lord's eervioe, 
"A LOVER OF MOUNT ZION." 
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STRIOT BAPTIST MISSION. 
TUESDAY, Ootober 27th, wlll ever be a 
red-letter day in the experience of 
many of God's people. The annual 
meeting and also the farewell service 
were held in Mount Zion Chapel, Hill
etreet, N.W. 

Pastor J. E. Hazelton preached a 
Christ-exalting, valedictory sermon 
whioh was muoh enjoyed. The text 
wa.e John xx. :.n, "Then said Jeans to 
them a.ga.in, Pe,.ce be unto yon: a.a Mv 
Fa.ther ha.th sent Me, even so send I 
you "-(1) The benediction: •· Pe&ce be 
unto you;" (2) The Sender; (3) The 
Sent. 

C. C. Ha.rrie, Esq., presided &t the 
evening meeting. P&stor W. Coisn&ll 
rea.d IL portion of Ezekiel's prophecy 
and M&tthew's gospel. Brother Abbott 
pr&yed e&rnestly for the Lord's blessing 
on the meeting &nd &11 present. 

The ch&irm&n in his nsn&lly kind 
manner s&id he would not main, & 
Bpeech, but felt th&t he voiced the 
feelings of &11 present when he s&id 
th&t ha hoped the Lord would be m&g
nified in our meeting together. 

P&stor S. T. Belcher then rendered & 
report of the p&~t ve&r's work, which 
is given in the November issue of 
the Striet Bapti.•t ]I-fission Herald 
together with the tre&snrer's c&eh 
sta.tement re&d by him a.nd the li~t of 
oflioere &nd committee re&d by the 
minute secreta.ry. 
• Pastor J. Juli, of Ca.mbridge very 
ably mov~d the &rl.option of the ~eport 
and election of oflioere for the ensuing 
year. He s&id he WILB deeply interested 
in mission work. and especi&lly in 
brother D~vid Marling, and he w&s 
happy to ~tate that our young brother 
h&d left IL good impression &t Cam
bridge. Brother J ull oh&r&cterised the 
report &s o. very eucouraging one. He 
noted th&t there h&d been no resorting 
to novelties to raise money. The seven 
converts baptized w&s IL ple&sing 
fe&ture-genuine converts. Summing 
up the report, it appe&red to him that 
progress h&d been m&de, &nd th&t on 
rea.l solid ground. After spe&king upon 
the pl&ce, the instruments &nd equip
ment for missions, he applied the words 
(whioh formed Mr. Gl&dstone'• reply to 
Dr. Allon) to our brother Mor ling: ·• If 
the Lord has given me & work to do, He 
will give me streng-th to perform it." 

P11,stor S. Hutchinson, Wood Green 
seoonded the a.doption of the report, &nd 
s&id th&t the report in f&ot &nd form 
was deoidedly interesting, &nd referred 
to the help rendered by the British &nd 
Foreign Bible Sooiety, terming it !LB IL 
ooa.djutor of our foreign mis•ion work. 
Onr brother seleoted from Revela.tion 
three visions expressive of the presenoe 
of Jesus-(1) As walking in the midst 
of the seven golden oo.ndlestioks ; ( 2) 
As the Lamb in the midst of the throne; 

(:l) As a. CJnc1ueror, Brother Hutchin
son, who knew more tha.n a.ny present 
wha.t brother Marling was &bout to 
pa.as through, feelinfly hoped he would 
h&ve the presence o Jesus. 

P&etor R. E. Sea.re (ex-president) 
referred to his resigna.tion, and spoke a. 
few kind words concerning brother 
Morling. 

Pa.star E. Mitchell (the new presi
dent) very wa.rmly moved that the 
hearty th&nks of the meeting be ten
dered to brother Se&rs fnr the service 
he had rendered fnr the Mission during 
twenty year•, which was agreed to by 
one e.nd all i:,resent, after the seconding 
by brother Belcher. 
. Brother Do._vid Merling then went 
rnto the pulpit a.nd gave a cle&r, lucid 
et_atement of_ the Lord's dealings with 
his soul, which have been reported in 
our Mission Herald. God met with 
h!m like He did Lydia of old, opened 
his heart, and revee.led to him his 
sinnership. The Word preached by his 
beloved father was the means or bring
ing him continually to the feet of Jesus. 
Also our brother Mutimer wa.e used or 
God as an instrnment of bleasing to hi~ 
son!, Two yonng brethren ( one present 
a.t the meeting) were the means of him 
entering God's service. He went to the 
United Sta.tee for a time, bnt returned, 
only to be ta.ught that God he.d a work 
for him to do. Pastor W. J. Styles' 
"Manual of Fa.ith and Pra.ctice" had 
been or grea.L service to him. and he 
strongly recommended it to every 
yonng man present. He said he did 
not believe in duty-faith. Fa.ith was 
the gift of God. Onr brother a.lea 
heartily thanked "from the bottom of 
his heart" the friends for the way in 
which they received him. He visited 
some forty Chnrches. He hoped they 
would not let their Mission interest 
stop at the meetinga. 

Brother W. S. Millwood, a. wa.rm 
supporter of the Mission, n:rged the 
friends to pav the sixpence per year 
for the Herald a.nd thus help, and &lso 
a.ppea.led fur help in regud to brother 
Morling·s ontfit. 

Our president also ea.meetly &ppea.led 
for help, a.nd promised the l&st £5 
towa.rds raising £100 so much needed. 

The secretuies went round to the 
la.rice oongrega.tion, a.nd are happy to 
report tho.t promises, together with the 
collections t&ken, amount a.lmost to the 
desired sum. 

The president delivered his oha.rge to 
D.-vid Merling in a. homely, ea.rnesta.nd 
telling m&uner, hoping (be sa.id) that 
he would ever keer t.o his father's reli
gion, keep up his communion with God, 
for study wa.e no use without it, to rest 
upon God's promises, a.nd then com
mended him to the God of a.II gra.ce. 

Our vice-president committed our 
brother nnd missionary in pr&yer to 
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God, &lao remembering the de&r friend 
&nd &cqu&int&nce whom he wa@ about 
to le&ve. together with his dear &ffiioted 
mother &nd honoured father. 

Intense interest and prayerful atten
tion was given to pastorJ osiah Mor ling 
(father to D&vid). He thanked all the 
brethren for their kind remarks. He 
said that when God called his dear 
dP.nghter by His grace, he esteemed it 
the gre&test hooour he could receive 
neld to his own BlJ.lvation; but when He 
called his son David it was & greater 
honour still, and the greatest of all that 
he should be called to service. After 
referring to the report, our esteemed 
brother said his son's great business 
would be to preach the Word. He will 
preach Christ. His one absorbing theme 
should be Jesus Christ, not duty-faith. 
He will need prayer and communion. 
He coi2clnded his remarks with good 
wishes for the Mission and his son's 
spiritn111 well-being. 

A most stirring address w&s delivered 
by pastor L. H. Colls, of Tring.l. based on 
the words, "The Lord J esns uhrist be 
wi h your spirit." 

Dr. Ra.nkin's valedictory hymn, 
'God be with you till we meet a.gain," 
bronght this memorable and remark
able meeting to a. conclusion. 

shown that evening. Mr. Bardens 
briefly replied. The pastor closed with 
prayer.~H. BALDWIN, 

WANDSWORTH COMMON (CHAT
HAM•R0AD).-The eighth anniversary 
services of the Sunday-school oom
menoed on Sunday, October 11 th. Our 
beloved pastor, J. E. Flegg, preached 
two suihble sermons-in the morning 
from Mark x. 13, "Suffer the little chil
dren to come unto Me," &o. ; and in the 
evening from John xxi. 4, "But the dis
ciples knew not that it was Jesus," the 
power of the Gospel being realised and 
the presence of the Master felt at eaoh 
service. In the afternoon brother F. T. 
Newman addressed an audience of chil
dren and friends from 2 Sam. vi, 15, 
giving an interesting discourse on the 
word "growing." On Wednesday, the 
14th, the services were resumed. About 
100 children and friends sat down to 
tea. The evening service, presided over 
by Mr. A. J. Millwood, was muoh 
appreciated, when remarkably interest
ing and enoonraginir addresses were 
l!'iven by Messrs. A.J. Veysey, E. White, 
C. T. Dykes, and the pastor, J.E. Flegg. 
The secretary's report spoke of progress 
ma.de in the sohool and the goodness of 
our covenant-keeping God unto us, and 
although there were no increase in 
scholars, nor any addition to the Church 
from the school, the teachers were hope
ful for the future. Under the direction 
of brother W. C. Baxter, bright and 
cheerful hymns and anthems were ren
dered by the children and congregation. 
The attendance and oolleotions at each 
service was most cheering. Our beloved 
pastor thanked the friends who had 
helped and encouraged us by their 
presence, and the Father of all mercies 
for bringing our anniversary to such e. 
successful olose. "Praise ye the Lord." 
-E. ROBSON, 

L E I C E S T E R (P Bo V I D ENC E , 
NEWABKE • STllEET). - Pastor A. E. 
Realff's seventh anniversary was cele
brated on ~unday, October 18th, when 
Mr. B. J. Northfield was the preacher. 
The services were continued on the 
20th. Mr. J. P. Wiles, of Cambridge, 
preached in the afternoon and evening. 
The weather proved favourable, the 
attendances consequently being good at 
all the services, also at the annual tea 
meeting, friends being present from 
Evington, Loughborough, Fleckney, 
Wigston, Kirby, &c., as well as from 
Zion and Ebenezer in this town. Our 
brethren were enabled to pre&Jh both 
acceptably and profitably. The collec
tions amounted to .£14 12s. 

IPSWICH (ZOAR). - Our harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
Wednesday, September 30th, when ser
mons were preached afternoon and 
evening by Mr. Boulton, of Chelms
ford. Our beloved brother was heard 
with plee:sure and profit. On Monday 
evening, October 19th, a meeting of 11, 

rather unusual character was held in 
the chapel. Our pastor's son (Mr. Fred. 
J. Bardens), who, after 11, six months' 
visit to England, is again returning to 
Japan, where he has for severe.I year• 
filled a most important commercial 
position for a large London firm, gave a 
very kind invitation to all the members 
of the Church and congregation to a 
well-provided tea and farewell meeting, 
to which nearly 150 responded. After 
the tea, our kind entertainer expressed 
the pleasure he felt at meeting so large 
a. company, and in a very nice manner 
commended his beloved father to our 
Christian sympathy and care, giving us 
as a parting. "Fear God, and do right." 
A very profitable meeting followed, 
presided over by the pastor, Mr. R. C. 
Bardens. It was our prayer-meeting 
night, and it was one of the best we 
can remember, for. intermingled with 
singing and reading, five brethren 
engaged in prayer, and five brethren 
spoke e. few words, the brethren in 
their prayers not forgetting to com
mend Mr. Be.rdens, his wife e.nd little BETHEL CHAPEL, ST. ALBANS. 
son, to God's keeping ea.re. A vote of SUNDAY e.nd Monday, the 18th and 19th 
the.nks was accorded Mr. F. J. Bardeno [ October, 1903, will be to us that worship 
for his generosity e.nd kindness of hear in the above Church "red-letter" days, 
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11,nd ~erve to remind us of God's cove
ne.nt love e.nd keeping gre.oe to Hie 
people, Hie ohoaen, for on the e.bove
mentioned de.tea we were ene.bled of 
His goodness e.nd mercy to celebre.te our 
pl\ator'a e.nniverae.rye.nd e.lao the jubilee 
uf the forme.tion of this Co.nee of truth. 
We were fe.voured on the Lord'a-de.y to 
he.ve in onr midst brother Belcher, of 
Homerton-row (e.n old friend of long 
ete.nding of our pe.etor), e.nd in hie 
ee.rne~t, lucid e.nd highly instructive 
me.nner he was helped to set forth the 
gree.t e.nd sovereign love of God through 
the Person of the Lord J esns Christ 
both to our soul's edifice.tion e.nd profit. 
On each occe.eion there was a good 
gathering, the friends assembling in 
very encoure.ging numbers. . 

On Monday (19th) the service com
menced e.t 2.30 pm., brother G. W. 
Thome.a being the preacher, and we had 
the great pleasure of listening to our 
brother e.e, under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, he was helped to preach a 
soul-comforting sermon from the words 
found in Heb. xiii. 8, "Jeans Christ the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
The speaker was graciously helped to 
dwell upon the immutability of Christ's 
character, "knowing no change" in 
all our circumstances, whether under 
the smile of God's face or the hidings 
of Hie face J eeus Christ remains the 
same, and all emanating from the ever
lasting love He bears to Hie people. Tea 
was provided in the interval of service, 
to which e. goodly number eat down, 
and onr evening meeting commenced at 
6.15 p.m., brother H. Adame, of High
bury, being in the chair. After the 
singing of the hymn, "Our souls by 
love together knit," brother Whitllread 
led us to the throne of grace. The 
cbairme.n then read a short portion 
from Lev. xxv., and, after a few intro
ductory remarks, spoke upon the two 
words, ·• Return, proclaim." In the first 
place, God's people were to return, and, 
after having returned, they were to 
proclaim His great love. 

After giving a brief aketoh of the 
Church's history (we hope to give 
this in onr next issue - J. E. F.), 
our pastor went on to say that 
he had been sustained amongst us 
for two years, and that during that 
time two sisters and one brother had 
been added to the Church, and we were 
looking for still greater blessings at the 
band of onr God. He mentioned that 
at the present time there were sixty 
members on the Church books, and we 
were in a satisfactory financial oon
dition, and we.a also thankful to know 
that he had loving hearts around him. 

Brother F. Fells, of Highbury, gave 
us a most cheering address on the word 
"Joy," and was lad to speak of the 
different phases and degrees of joy there 
were in following the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Brother Thomae then followed with,,._ 
powerful and Chriat-exe.lting diAcouree 
upon our Lord's word~, " I, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto 
Me." 

Brother A. E. Brown. of Carmel. 
Pimlico, spoke most earnestly from 
Numb. vi. 24-26, '"The Lord bless thee, 
and keep thee," eto. 

Bromier Belcher then gave a highly 
spiritual address upon the words,'· The 
gre.ce of the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Brother Burrage spoke briefly from 
Pea. cv. 1, and with the singing of "On 
wings of faith mount up, my soul, and 
rise," onr series of thanksgiving ser
vices, which will not soon be effaced 
from onr memory, closed. 

Our collections were good, and pastor 
and people desire to heartily thank all 
the friends who encouraged us by their 
presence and help; bnt, above all, we 
desire to he very grateful to onr faith
ful God and Father for all the help 
afforded ne ae a Church for fifty year~. 
and trnet that 

"He tba.t bath helped us hitherto 
Will help ns all our journey through. 
And give us daily cause to raise 
New Ebenezers to His praise." 

Amen. G. W. 

THE SOUTH INDH.N STRICT 
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
THE annual meetings, comhiDed with 
valedictory services, were held in 
"Zion," New Croes, on Tuesday, Nov. 
17th. The entire proceedings were 
characterized by enthusiasm and pathos. 
The large gatherings were filled with 
joy to the overflow. Throughout the 
day the return to India of Missionary, 
Pastor R. C. Strickson was lovingly 
kept in view. 

The aftemon service was commenced 
by half-e.n-honr of praise and prayer. 
The Scripture was read by the President, 
and prayers were offered by pastor P. 
Heynolda, Mr. R. B. Strickson (father 
of our Missionary Superintendent), 
pastor J. Ward, or Laxfield, and Mr. H. 
Ada.ma. Onr Missionary, Mr. Strickson, 
then aocommodated to good purpose the 
words of the Apostle Peter," I think it 
meet to stir yon np, by putting yon in 
remembrance." He gave oogent reasons 
for missionary zeal, and marshalled 
faota in a masterly manner. The guilt 
of church aloofness from missionary 
work was solemnly insisted upon; 
weighty and pathetic, stirring and 
solomnizing, hie words oommanded onr 
reverence, and inflamed onr love. 

The Lord's supper was oelebrated, 
being J)_refaoed by a ohoioe addreee by 
pastor E. White. of Woolwioh. Praiee
pra.yere were offered by pastors S. Gray, 
11,nd W. F. Edgerton. A oolleotion we.~ 
taken up tor the poor of India, and 
amounted to upwards of £6. 

I A large compe.ny partook of tea, and 
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a much larger gathering graced the 
evening meeting, 

The evening meeting was opened by 
,. hymn, the ree.dingof ~cripture by Mr. 
H. Adams, and the offermg of prayer by 
pastor C. Guy, of Gravesend. The 
presidential address having been 
delivered, pastor S. Gray read extraots 
from the annual report, which extracts 
were followl'd by the reading of a 
messa1<e of brotherly love from the home 
Churches to their Indian sister Churches. 
The financial ste.tement waR presented 
by the Treasurer, F. J. Catchpole, Esq., 
which showed that the income for the 
yea.r had been £1,155. With a donation 
-0f £150 from Mr. and Mrs. Catchpole, we 
are erecting a stone chapel at St, 
Thomas' Mount, the thirtieth building 
which the Society has put up during it8 
,existence. 

Pastor G. W, Clark read a list of the 
nominated officers and committee, A 
vote of thanks was passed to ex-Pre~i
dent T. Jones for his past kind services. 

Mr Strickson delivered the speech of 
the evening, a thrilling speech. Allud
ing to his sable co-workers in most 
affectionate terms, declaring the con
fident joy with which he recognized in 
each one of them a man sent of God to 
preach Christ, he incidentally informed 
the great meeting that every week since 
his furlough commenced he had received 
three, four, or five letters from the 
native brethren in India. He made it 
abundantly clear that the 700 Church 
mem hers had each a warm place in his 
capacious heart, and that the children 
'· bound him fast." He could hear his 
Lord saying to him, "Take these la.de 
and train them for Mel" He distinctly 
heard the call to go at first; Lut that 
call we.s now ten thousand times as 
otrong. 

A collection was taken np for genera.I 
purposes. While the money was being 
collected, pastor S. Gray had the joy of 
•ecuring £10 from D. Baker, E,q., of 
~nnhee.d, for a pony for Mr. Strickaon, 
and wae able gratefully to announce 
promiAes by other friends to defray the 
co•t of variona articles required. 

Pactor W. F. Edgerton spoke a few 
hearty words in moving a ~esolntion 
concerning the report, the financial 
statement, and the message. 

Pastor P. Reynolds (of Lockwood), 
epoke to the resolution in a few loving 
words, and presented to Mr. Strickaon a 
strikiDg crayon portrait of himself 
( .'lr. S ), executed with artistic 8ki!l 
by a bP,loved friend at Lockwood. Pastor 
G. W Clark then proposed a vote of 
thanks to lady and other friends at New 
Crose, which was seconded by pastor F. 
Fells, e.nd re•ponded to by Mr. T. G. C. 
Armatrong. Mr. I. R. Wakelin proi,oaed 
a vote of thanks to pastor S. Gray, in 
whoee absence (as he had just started 
for Brighton with twenty frie:nds) he 

could speak freely and did. Thie vote 
was seconded by pastor E. White, and is 
muoh valued by the writer of this 
report. The singing of "God be with 
you till we meet again " was the final 
congregational exercise. Singing had 
been quite a feature of the day's pro
ceedinl!'B, and a very delightful feature 
too, The oollections for the day 
amounted to £24 12s. 6d .. exolnaive of 
the sums received by Mr. Gray. "Great 
was the day, the joy was great," and we 
all felt that our beloved President, J. 
Parnell, was to he heartily congratu
lated upon the happy manner in whioh 
he had conduoted the manifold details 
of the day throughout. 

S. GRAY, Hon. Secretary. 

GOLDSMITH ROAD, LEYTON. 
THE sixth anniversar:v of the re-open
ing was celebrated on Sunday, Nov. 1st, 
when sermons were preached by Mr. G. 
Caplin, and also on Tuesday, Nov, 3rd, 
when a aermon was preached in the 
,.fternoon by Mr. E. Mitchell from 
Ephes. iii. 8, "Unto me, who am less 
than the lea.at of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ," noticing-(1) Paul's 
estimate of himself, '' leas than the 
least of all saints ; ,. (2) His estimate of 
the Gospel, "The unsearchable riches 
of Christ." 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by Mr. J. G. Applegate, who read 
part of Zech. iv., after which Mr. 
Milner engaited in prayer. The aeore• 
tary (Mr. U. Sharpe) then read the 
report and accounts, which showed that 
though the Church had not much to 
speak about in the way of progress, yet 
they felt that the tendency was in a 
forward direction rather than other
wise. It had been thought early in the 
year that the site of the c~ai;el ".Vould 
be required by an Electric Railway 
Company, but this, however, was not 
AO now, a.a the Bill for the railway had. 
been thrown ant by Parliament. The 
acconnte showed a small balance in 
hand. Mr. Mitchell, after remark/nil' 
on tbe desirability of Churches keepmg 
ant of debt

1 
as this had, proceeded to 

give an adareea on the words, "Pray 
without ceasing." Faith is strengthened 
by the exercise of prayer; as the natural 
life req nirea exercise, so does the 
spiritual life. There is a blessing pro
mised to those who pray for the pros-
perity of Zion. . 

Mr. A. Silvester followed with an 
admirable address on "Who bath de
spised the day of small things." A 
mother does not despise the smallness 
of her babe ; a teacher does not despise 
the day of email things in teaohin,r hie 
scholars ; angels rejoice over one sinner 
that repenteth ; Jesus did not despise 
the day of email things when He laid 
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aside Hie glory and hum bled Himself; 
the devil doee not deeplee email temp• 
tatione, whlob frequently lead to larger 
sine, and God does not deepiee Hie 
people, though they may appear few at 
times, 

Mr. R. E. Beare then spoke from the 
words, "To Him give all the prophets 
witness that through His name, who
soever believetb in Him shall reoeive 
remieeion or sins." The witneee of the 
prophets wae '' to Him," and the wit
ness of the apostles was "to Him" aleo. 
Belief in Him, or faith, is more than 
knowledge: it implies the trusting of 
ourselves to Him for salvation. 

Mr. J.P. Gibbens took for hie subject, 
"Hold up my goings in Thy paths," ae 
an appropriate text for the Church at 
Leyton. The Christian pathway wae a 
secret one unknown to the world, 
trodden onh by the believer; it wae a 
sanctified and aleo a safe path, and it 
led home. 

Mr. A. Licence spoke from "The love 
of God," noticing some of its cbarac
terietios, that it wae everlasting, free, 
immutable, and unspeakably great, a11d 
also some of the purposes of this great 
love. 

A goodly number attended the ser
vices, and collections were very satie~ 
factory, 

CROYDON (DERBY-ROAD). - The 
twenty-seventh anniversary services of 
the Sunday-school in connection with 
the above place of worship were held 
on Sunday, October 18th, commencing 
with a prayer-meeting at 7.30 a.m., 
when we were favoured to realise n:;.uch 
of our Master's presence, and which 
proved a splendid start to a really 
refreshing day. Our pastor (Mr. E. 
Beecher) was greatly helped in preach
ing in the morning from Joel i. 3, and 
in the evening from Pea. cvii. 43, and 
also in giving an address to the young 
in the afternoon from the worde, "Hold 
your tongue" (Amoe vi. 10). On the 
following Wednesday, at 3.30, the ser
vices were continued, when pastor W. 
H. Rose. of Woolwioh, preached a very 
helpful° sermon from Heh. iv. 16. A 
good number of scholars and friends 
eat down to tea, after which the evening 
meeting _commenced, presided over by 
Mr. T. W. Hesse (in the room of Mr. Aid. 
Thrift, J.P., who bad agreed to fill the 
office, but was called to higher servioe 
on the previous Sunday). Onr super
intendent (Mr. S. J. Clutterbuck) 
~ought the Divine blessing, and 
brethren D. Baker, B. T. Dale, H. J. 
Wileman, and A. Vine gave us some 
very encouraging addresses, the meet
ing olo8ing with a word of gratitude 
from our pastur and prayer by brother 
Vine. The attendance at all the ser
vices was very good, that on Sunday 
evening being exceptionally so, addi-

tional Rea.ting e.ooommode.tion having to 
be provided. Specie.I hymns were sung 
by the scholars during the services. 
Fine.nee, though not quite up to I.a.at 
yee.r, we.a very good, and, e.a we ree.lise 
our Fe.tber'e hand thus with us, we 
re.iae another "Ebenezer" e.nd ee.y, 
'' Hitherto bath the Lord helped ue,"
E. S, B. (Hon. Seo.). 

BOW.-Tbetwenty-eixth anniversary 
of the paetore.te we.a held on Oct. 18th 
and 20th. On the 20th Mr. J.M. Run
dell presided e.t the evening meeting. 
He read Acts xx, e.nd spoke to the pre.iae
of Jebove.h. Aadre~eea were given by 
brother G. Smith, from Paa. Ii. 15, to 
the comfort of not e. few. Brother 
Fountain, e.e a me.n of experience, on. 
Ezekiel'e vision ; and the pastor gave a. 
brief e.coonnt concerning the Cause. 
We praise God for all mercies.-W. H. 
LEE, 

GRA.YS.-Harvest thanksgiving- ser
vices were held on October 21st. Pastor 
J. Clark preached in the afternoon 
from Ruth ii, 15, 16. The sermon was 
very much enjoyed. In the evening a 
public meeting was held, presided over 
by Mr, Applegate. After the singing of 
a hymn, brother Rayfield sought the 
Divine blessing. The chairman having 
made e. few warm-hearted remarks, 
spiritual e.ddresses were given by 
Messrs. H. ,Johnston, B. J. Nash, A. 
J. Margerum, and J. Clark, and ahe.ppy 
day in the court of the Lord's house was 
brought to a close.-J. A. WISEMAN. 

WALTHAMSTOW (ZION, MAYN.!.RD
R0AD).-Speoial services were held on 
Lord-day, November 8th, to commemo
re.te the 29th anniver.ary of the forma
tion of the Church. Mr. A. Licence
pree.ched in the morning from 1 Pet. 
i. 3, 4, In the evening he we.s helped to 
preach from Luke xxiii. 33. Good 
numbers e.ttended both services, and 
found it good to be present. On Tnes
de.y (10th) e. special meeting was held 
in the evening, when Mr. E. H. Britton, 
of Se.lam, Wilton-square, presided. 
A,fter singing and ree.ding a part of the 
89th Psalm, the following ministers 
gave spiritual addresses :-Mr. T. Hen
son on the many mercies, fe.vours, and 
blessings enjoyed during the twenty
nine years of the Church's existence, 
and compeneating for the sorrows, 
trials and losses sustained ; Mr. Gib
bens, of Tottenham, on the ChristiRn's 
ohare.oteristics ; Mr. Kirg-ston on Deut. 
xxxiii. 3, "And they sat down at thy 
feet" -the student, the tntor, and the 
position; l\Ir. Aokland from Act; iv. 13, 
"And they took knowledge," &c.: (1) 
Exe.mination, (2) Dem,mstration, (3) 
Observation, ( 4) The ,xplanation. "Had 
been with Jesus;" Mr. Licence from 
Luke x. 39, "At Jesus' feet."' Ou 
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brother J. Sharpe, our Chnroh secretary, 
gave a very interesting and enoonraging 
report. Our chairman helped us in his 
usnal kind manner. We are thankful 
to our gracious Lord that these services 
were successful in every way-spiritu
ally. nnmericall:,, and financially.
and we oa.n very hea.rtily sing, •· Pra.ise 
God from whom all blessings flow."
H. C. T. 

oocurred to him, and turning to brother 
Hntohinson said as in Nnm. vi. 24-2(j, 
" The Lord bless thee and keep thee : 
the Lord make His fa.oe shine upon thee, 
and be graoious unto thee : the Lord 
lift up His countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace." To the Churoh and 
People he oonfined his remarks to the 
Doxology, dwelling with fervour and 
peouliar sweetness on the graoe of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

111 ARCH (PROYIDENCE CHAPEL The second speaker, pastor L. H. Coils, 
SABBATH-SCHOOL). - The celebration of Tring, took our brother A. J. Voysey's 
of Jubilee services took place on Tues- I place, who WM ill. 
day, November 3rd. Mr. J.E. Hazelton Brother Coils' portion was 2 Cor. iv. 
preached an encouraging and appro- 13," We having the same spirit of faith, 
priate sermon to a larl?'e audience in the according a~ it is written, I believed, 
&fternoon from the words "But God" and therefore have I spoken; we also 
(Phil. ii. 27). About 200 p'artook of tea believe, and therefore speak." 
at five o'clock. A well-attended meet- Pastor W. H. Rose spoke from the let 
ing followed at 6.30, over which the verse of the s11ome oha.pter as the 
pastor. Mr. B. J. Northfield, presided. previous speaker, "Therefore, seeing we 
Mr. Hazelton gave an instructive have this ministry." 
address, which was followed by a state- T~e oollection having been taken, the 
ment from Mr. J. Pepperdine (one of chairman called on the pastor (S. 
the superintendents), who said that the Hntohinson), who referred to the !!'OOd 
school w&s started in 1853 by the late sermon and_ speeches we had listened to. 
Mr. S. Beedzler with nine scholars. In a brief st11otement, our brother 
After several enlargements and addi- pointed out the fact that he viewed his 
tions in the bnildings in consequence c,f as~o.ciation wi~h. the 9hnrch at Park 
increasing numbers, we have now very R1drngs as a D1vme nmon. The words 
commodions prer:r.ises. The number of occurred to him," Is not the Lord your 
scholars is 235, teachers 38 besides God with you?" and such was impressed 
Bible-classes, which brings t'he total upon his mind in entering upon the 
a.bout 300. Mr. J. Green (another p9:storate. He has not strewn the path 
,uperintendent) f:?'11,Ve words of helpful- with rose•. He has not filled the 
ness. as did also Messrs. J. S. Morton Church, but I can say this, "The Lord 
and· J. Bullen. Specie.I hymns were hath be~n.with me." For natural, mental, 
sung by the scholars and a .iialoi;rue al!d epmtnal re_asOJ~B, J:ie bath been 
l?'iven by Frank Touch and Tom Roe. with me. The rntr1oao1es_ have been 
The services were much enjoyed, and l!'reat, I could not J:iave guided myself. 
we heartily '' thank God and take He thanked the friends present from 

oonmge." other Churches. He thanked the people 
to whom he had ministered for two 

WOOD GREEN. 
THE Chnrch at Park Ridings celebrated 
their pastor's 2od anniversary on Sun• 
day, X ov. lst, 1903. when he was enabled 
to preach two excellent sermons, and on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3rd, pastor W. H. Rose, 
of Woolwich, preached from Psalm 
l:x:xiii. 25, "Whom have I in heaven but 
thee? and there is none npon earth that 
I desire beside thee." Our brother was 
heard to profit. 

Brother G. Simpeon, of Soho, kindly 
took the chair at the evening meeting. 

Pastor L. H. Colle offered earnest 
prayer for pastor, Chnrch, and people, 

The Chairman made mention of the 
deep friendly feeling there existed 
between brother Hutchinson and him
self. Several portions of the Word he 
quoted, which were applicable to him 
and all God's family. 

Pastor S. T. Belcher, of Homerton
row, said he well remembered the day 
when, two yeare ago, he offered prayer 
to God on bthaH of brother Hutchinson 
and the Church at Wood Green. To
night, our brother said several portions 

years for their love, pa.tienoe, kindness, 
and prayers. May the next year be 
better than the years whioh have pre• 
ceded. 

Several friends on leaving ea.id they 
had thoroughly enjoyed the meeting. 

P.J.C. 

BERMONDSEY (SPA-ROAD), - The 
fifty-ninth anniversary of the Church 
was commemorated by services held on 
Lord's-day, October 18th, when sermons 
were preached by the pastor (A. Steele), 
and by a pnblio meeting on Wednesday, 
October 21st ; Harold Cooper, Esq., 
presiding. There was a very good 
attendanoe. The chairman, in his own 
happy and felioitons way, opened the 
proceeding•, and ably conduoted the 
meeting throughout. Addresses of an 
encouraging character were !linn by 
the brethren F. C. Holden, E. White, 
J. Hall, and the pa~tor. Brother Voysey 
was prevented by illness from taking 
hio promised part. The coming of 
friends of the pastor from a dist11once 
wae, as usual, a marked feature of the 
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meeting. Thanks were aooorded to the 
ohairm"n and speakers, and to the 
contributors of the liberal collections
amounting to I.II 13s. 6d,-taken at the 
•ervloes. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM).-'fhrough the 
goodness and meroy of the Lord we 
have been favoured with another suc
cessful anniversary. Although the 
pastor (F. C. Holden) was unable to 
preaoh on the Lord's-day, October 25th, 
hie place wae kindly and profitably 
supplied by deacon G. J. Baldwin in 
the morning, and by hie son, E. P. 
Bald win, in the evening; and his 
eldest son, G. H. Baldwin (also a deacon), 
gave out the hymns. On Thursday, 
October 29th, Mr. 0. S. Dolbey preached 
a good Gospel sermon. About sixty 
friends partook of tea in the school
room. Mr. J. Rundell presided over the 
well-attended evening meeting in hi• 
usual kind and able manner, e.nd 
excellent addreeses were delivered by 
brethren Beecher, Belcher, Case, Dalbey, 
Parnell, and G. J. Baldwin. Collections 
~mounted to £19 2s. 6d. 

HOUNSLOW (ZOAB).-On November 
llth, we held jubilee services. Mr. 
Newman opened the service by 
announcinll' a hymn, and reading the 
122nd Psalm, and 61st chapter of I~aiah, 
and afterwards asking Divine blessing 
on the meeting. After singing another 
hymn brother Sears gave ue a thorough 
good address, calling to remembrance 
the many and epeoia.l bleeeinge the Lord 
did bestow upon His children, and also 
upon the Church at Zoar the past fifty 
yeare, dwelling upon the words, "But 
eha.ll well remember what the Lord thy 
God did" (Dent. vii. 18). Brother 
Mitchell's sermon was founded upon 
Pea. lxxxix. 16, shewing how the Lord 
had redeemed His people from their sins, 
having paid the price that the poor 
captives could go free and enjoy the 
Goepel sound of liberty and a true 
jubilee. After tea the friends re
assembled, and brother Mutimer, of 
Brentforn, presided. After singing 
hymn 69 (Gadsby's), he read part of 
Pee.Im xxxvii., making very_ suitable 
remarks as he read. Then Mr. Jones, 
junr., carried the meeting to the throne 
of grace for an evening blessing. The 
report was given of the rise and pro
gress of the Zoar Church for the last 
fifty years, and then brother Mutimer 
read some poetry composed for the 
occasion by brother Eaton. Brother 
Mutimer gave a fine but short chair
man's address. Brother Mitchell, in a 
cheerful and soul-comforting spirit. 
spoke from Ezek. xlvi. 17, " The yea.r of 
liberty," and he seemed to enjoy muoh 
liberty in delivering his good and alto
gether eatisfaotory address. Brother 
White gave some good and sound ideas 

from Isa. lxiii. 4, ahowing how veno-e
ance preceded libertyaad joy a.II through 
the line of sacred record. Brother ,J. 
Hall followed with a. confirming proof 
of the openings found in the vein of 
truth and other remarks. Some dis· 
appointme:::it wa.s felt that brother 
Evans was unable to a.ttend the service, 
being ill. The well-known hymn waa 
song, "All hail the power of Jesus' 
name," and closing prayer by brother 
McKee, junr., ended the very cheerful 
and enjoya.ble day, On Sunday, 15th, 
was the anniversary day of the opening. 
and the dear Lord sent a message 
through our brother Johnston in the 
morning, reading Hagga.i and taking 
for his text 2nd cha.pter 9th and latter 
part of 19th verse. It really seemed as 
from the Lord,especially the latter part 
of 19th verse, "From this day will I 
bless thee." Well, we ha.ve every con
fidence in the Master's ,vords, and not 
the shadow of a. doubt, knowing He has 
been better, far better to us than a.ll our 
fears. 
"His love in times past forbids us to tbink 

He'll leave us at last iu trouble to sink; 
Each sweet Ebenezer we have in revi~w. 

Confirms His good pleasure to help us 
quite through." 

-ALFRED JEFFS. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 

THE graphic and interesting history of 
"The Society and its Friend-a" has been 
given at Blackheath by Mr. C. W. 
Selway; the 70 lime-light views, 
brought vividly before the audience the 
nature and extent of the work. Dr. 
Walter Kidd presided, and addresses 
were given by Messrs. E. Wilmshurst, 
and W. J. Martin. This lecture can be 
repeated in any place where friends can 
arrange for its profitable delivery. 

* .. 
* 

The reoent anniversary of the Sooiety'e 
work in Brighton and of the Home. was 
very encouraging. The ladies held a 
Sale of Work in the Royal Pavilion, 
and in the afternoon a publio meeting 
took place, presided over by General Sir 
W. Stirling, K.C.B. Addresses were 
given by Messrs. P. Lovely, Hallett, 
Popha.m, Hayles, and other friends. 
Sixty-three pensioners dwell in 
Brighton and the neighbourhood, nearly 
£500 per annum being distributed in 
pensions. .. 

* 
On November 6th, the Autumn S~le 

of Work was held at the Hornsey Rise 
Asylum. A large number of friends 
attended, and the ladies had the satis
faction of securing most satisfactory 
rosults for the Benevolent Fund for the 
assistance of the siok and infirm in. 
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mates. Upwards of 90 of the inmates 
weregnest• at the tea in the Asy lam Ha.11, 
mnoh appreciating this opportunity 
of intercourse with the visitors. Among 
those who were present were Messrs. 
Sinden, J. Oooper, Parks, Boulden, 
Hodges, Bumstead, and the Seoretary. 

• • • 
In the evening Mr. F. C, Lovely, of 

Bexley, preached in the Asylum Chapel, 
from " Who shall separate as from the 
love of Christ?" A orowded oongrega
tion testified to their apprecia.tion of the 
setting forth of the precious truths con
tained in this question. A_good collec
tion was ta.ken for the Maintenance 
Fund of the Asylum. Thi8 beautiful 
little chapel with its John Box 
Memorial upon its walls is eminently 
ada.pted for its purpose, and three times 
each week the inmates of this Home 
have the opportunity of ga.thering 
under its roof. 

No less than 1,670 pensioners a.re now 
upon the books, and the pensions alone 
reach a total of upwards of :£12,600 
per annum. The needs and responsi
bilities of the Institution are therefore 
great and growing, and adrlitional help 
is necessary. Annii.al. subscriptions from 
7s. and upwards form an excellent way 
of enlisting the sympathies of the young; 
many of the present supporters were 
enrolled as subscribers in the days of 
childhood, by parents whose pilgrimage 
has long ended "in the city of habita
tion." 

CANNING TOWN (PROVIDENCE).
A public meeting was held on Tuesday 
evening, October 20th, when oar good 
friend, Mr. W. G. Faunch, of Ilford, 
preaided. Deacon Langham sought the 
Divine blessing, and soul,etirring 
addresses were delivered by brethren J. 
Othen, E. P. Baldwin, E. Welstand, W. 
Morgan, and G. Smith.-J. W. 

MR. JOHN nLETl30E. 
To the deep regret of a large circle of 

relatirns and ;riends there passed aw"y at 
hi• residence in New-street. St. Neots, at 
the venerable age of 88, Mr. J obn Bletsoe. a 
member of a very well known and highly 
respected family of Huntingdonshire !ar
mers. Indeed, Mr. Bletsoe migh~ be said to 
be the last of the "old ;;c!:1001" of agricul
turists of this county. His father. Mr 
Charles Bletsoe. farmed at. 13teeple Gidding, 
and tbe deceased occupied a fa,•m for llla.ny 
yearH ln the same parii-.h, only retiring from 
ii eigl1t years ago. IliB wife was a MiH!-i 
Johnson. of A.lconbury, but she died a-1,out a, 
vear alter their marriage. Mr. Blet8oe wa1; 
fJ. man of high principle~ and a Yery klnd 
diijpmiition. He wai; a warm hUPJJorler of 

the Strict Baptist Oe.u•e at Great Olddlng. 
occnpying for many yea.re the poeltion ol 
deacon. Amongst hie brothers we.• the late 

:\,i~r:;~f~:sB!:~~oih~f !/~bo"r1\~& 'i~~h~~~ 
Browning, who lived for forty years o.t the 
Lodge Farm, Diddlngton.-Loca! Pape,·. 

J. W. CARTER, 
pe.etor of tbe Church e.t Broadeto.lro, we.e 
ea.II• d home on the 21st of October, e.t the 
e.ge of 81. For eome time, owing to mental 
wee.knese, he wae unable to perform his 
pastoral duties. The writer visited our 
brother on the 19th, e.nd found him eome
whe.t better in health, and we had prayer 
together, for whieh be seemed e.l way• 
ready. On the 21st, getting up to reach 
something he required, he se.nk back in his 
seat n.nd passed away. When, on one 
occasion I commenced t.o quote Rom. viii. 28 
he took it up and flniehed the text, e.nd being 
asked about his own case. he replied," It is 
all right." Though his mental powers were 
impaired he we.s very spiritually minded. 
His l&st visit to the cho.pel was on October 
7th, when, during one of the addresees, he 
shook hands with eeveral of the brethren, 
and this proved to be the pastor'• farewell. 
During his ministerial career be held 
pastorates at Carlton, Brackley, Moorgreen, 
Stonehouee, Whetstone, and Broe.dsto.irs. A 
large number of friends were present at the 
funeral in Re.mege.te Cemetery on the 26th 
October, when Mr. Bloy officiated, and on 
the following Sunday Mr. Eloy preached 
the funeral sermon from J er. v. 26 to e. good 
congregation,-G. T. K. 

MISS N. FARROW 
we.s be.ptized at Bla.kenha.m by Mr. Bland. 
on Jnne 27th, 1883. She was a. useful e.nd 
loving Chrietian, a11d adhered closely to the 
doctrines of sovereign e.nd distinguishing 
l!"ra.ce. She laboured for year• in the 
Sunday-school, we.B wise in her decision, 
and he.d e. quiet influence for good over 
others. Durinl? the last few yea.re of her 
life our Bister was 1?reo.tly affiicted, suffering, 
at times, very acute po.in ; yet in all was 
patient and resigned Theee l&tter years 
were epent with her mother e.nd aistere e.t 
Ipswich, and when able she worshipped at 
"Betbeede.," but the Ca.use of Ble.ke11he.m 
was ever dear to her. as her mother tells 
us to the last ebe epoke of its welfare. She 
was conscious to the laet, quiet and calm. 
e.nd longed to go. She pe.eeed away on 
October 2nd. Her mortal remain• were 
interred in Ipswich Cemetery on October 
7th, Mr. H. T. Chilvers officiating. Mo.y the 
Lord comfort the bereaved onee.-M. A. H. 

MRS. ELIZABETH LEGGATT 
was one of the first members of the Bla.ken
he.m Church ein,•e its formation on April 
24th, 1876. We have beard her tell bow. in 
early de.ye. she was brought to a knowledge 
of the truth while in her teens in Bethesda 
Sunday-school. Hers wae e. very eventful 
life. She went to Auatre.lia, and there 
married; her h nabo.nd died, •nd obe wD.B left 
a widow in e. atrange bed; She came home 
to England, and the child born out in a 
foreign Jand wa'-1 the one the Lord raised np 
to support the mother in her declining days. 
Mrs. Lcg~atl; loved to spea.k o/ the Lord's 
goodness to her. She was very intelhuent, 
and the Lord kept her looking up to Him
self to the end. She snITered much tbe lo.st 
six weeks of her life, and longed to go homo. 
She passed away on Octohcr 7th. Sho wo.s 
interred in the lhpl.ist Burial-ground at 
Blakenbo.m. on Saturday, October 10th. 
l\1r. W. H. Il>1nson officia.tcd.-M. A. ll:OOllE. 
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