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"NEARER HOME." 
BY JOHN HAZELTON. 

"Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed."•-Rom. xiii, 11. 

"BIBLE0 MEN"DERS" are seldom good expositors. Preachers who 
continually tell us how the Inspired Original ought to be 

translated are, as a rule, shallow scholars. Yet the sacred volume, as 
we possess it, is a translation ; nor need we wonder if an occasional 
alteration is an improvement, 

Our text might, for instance, convey the erroneous impression to 
some that our salvation is nearer than when we supposed or " believed." 
A slight alteration, or rather addition, however, makes the apostle's 
meaning plain. "Our salvation is nearer than when we.first believed." 
It thus takes us back to the sacred season when 

" Grace taught our souls to pre.y, 
And me.de our eyes o'erflow ; " 

and power was first given us to trust in Christ. We are nearer heaven 
than we were then. A consummation is therefore presented-" our 
salvation ; " and its approximation is asserted, it is "now nearer than 
wn,en we ( firat) believed." 

!.-THE CONSUMMATION PRESENTED. 

The word "salvation" is variously used in the New Testament. It 
here rllfers-not to what Christ achieved on the cross-not to what the 
Holy Spirit now effects in the hearts of all God's true people-but to a 
future operation of Divine grace which the happy myriads around the 
throne will experience, when their sios, doubts, and tribulations have 
for ever ceased, and they have entered into eternal joy. 

*"Now is our salve.tion nearer to us than when we first believed."
Revised Version. 

Preached at Forest-road Chapel, Dalston, Sept. 12th, 1882.-JOHN HOPEFUL. 

VoL. LX. JANUARY, 1904. B 
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As yet, we are not fully saved. Much is accomplished ; much is 
now in progress ; but more has yet to take place. This, the perfect 
realisation of all God's purposes of love, is in this place intended by the 
term, "our salvation." 

1. This will involve" our salvation from all circumstantial evil. Our 
surroundings will then be congenial to our character. No more will 
the complaint, " I am sick,'' be heard. Pain will be unknown. Want 
and anxiety will be at an end. " The wicked will cease from troubling, 
a~d the w~ary be at rest." Tedious days, nights of sleepless suffering, 
will be thmgs of the past. All the secondary results of the Fall will 
have terminated ; and there will come 

"No rude alarms of raging foes, 
No cares to break the long repose." 

2. Jforal evil will then be for ever excluded. Lot,:-though not a 
perfect-was still a "just man." He dwelt &!]long the wicked, and 
daily "vexed his righteous soul," in seeing and hearing their unlawful 
deeds. He, thus, represents many of God's children, whose trials 
arise from the sinful sights and sounds around them. But the pearly 
~ates of the golden city "for ever bar pollution, sin, and shame." 
Perfect purity will reign, and iniquity be no more. 

3. " Our salvation" wiil involve our own personal, absolute, and 
eternal perfection in the presence of God. This, also, is nearer than 
when we (first) believed. 

Very solemn and important 1is the work of the Holy Spirit within_ 
all· who partake of His grace. They receive from Him, by infusion, a 
new life from God. Their minds are arrested, illuminated, and 
renewed. Their consciences are instructed to estimate sin by a Divine 
standard. The proud, defiant will is brought into loyal submission w 
the will of their Heavenly Father. They are "delivered 1from the 
power of darknei,s, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son." 
The Saviour, in the beauty and glory of His Person, and His sacrifice, 
in its wondrons power to atone for sin, are revealed to them, and the 
cross becomes a centre of attraction, drawing them to Him as '' able to 
save to the uttermost." They turn to Him in their distress and 
perpiexity, and make a spontaneous appeal to Him in their own simp!e 
way. In the language of our text,'' they (first) believe." 

Yet, with all this, they are strangely and solemnly conscious that 
much within them is adverse to the holy bias which grace has imparted 
to their characters. Mark the solution of the paradox. In Christ they 
are now perfect, though in themselves, frail and faulty, with sinful rr.nd 
treacherous hearts, between which and this present evil world, there is a 
mvsterious affinity and affiance. Hence, though acquitted by God, 
they often condemn themselves, and wonder whether grace can dwell in 
hearts rn vile and unbelieving. 

Our text, then, warrants the glad anticipation that we shall be 
finally and for ever delivered from our worst enemy, that is. OURSELF. 
Our late brother, .John F<>reman, when from home on the Master's 
business, was frequrntly the guest of friendR in whose rooms his litho
graphic portrait hung; and they would facetiously 11.sk him whether he 
knew that gentleman. "Know him, the rnscal," would be his reply ; 
"he's the worst enemy I have in the world." If they were puzzled, we 
are not. The good man felt and deplored the opposidon of the " body 
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-of sin and deaU1" which formed part of his personality, and many of us 
share his experience. If so, how sweet "our salvation" appears, when 
we remember that our spiritual distress will for ever terminate when we 
.attain our promised happiness. • • 

"Sin, our worst enemy before, 
Shall vex our eyes and ears no more ; 
Our inward foes shall all be slain, 
Nor Satan break our wace again." 

When" our" approaching" salvation'' i\J'thus reaiised, we .~hall be in 
. ,ourselves what we now are in Christ JAsus. Do some poor things 
be_moan that the struggle is very protracted; and sigh :- .. 

"How long, dear Lord, how long, delive:raµ.ce shall we seek, 
And fight with foes so very strong, ourselv.es so very weak? " 

Such should study our subject, for the" expected end ".is drawing nigh, 
and is nearer to-day than when-perhaps many years ago-they were 
first led to trust in Christ. 

4, This salvation involves the fulfilment of the intercession of Jesu, 
Christ. Few themes ar,e sweeter than this :- • 

" Our great High Priest before the Throne, • 
Presents the merits of His -blood ; i, 

For our acceptance pleads His own, ' 
And proves our cause completely good/' 

Both branches of His official work are essential to the blessedness to 
which our ten refers. Our Redemption, He obtained on the cross. Our 
Salvation is effected by His active mediation ii;i. heaven-for "we shall 
be saved by His life "---'by what He urges op. our bebalt, as the living 
Christ, our "Advocate with the Father." His in,tercess.ion secures and 
perpetuates the flowing of Divine grace, and its reception by all for 
whom His precious blood was shed. • , • . 

He pleads, and for ever terminates the mysterious legal and moral 
connection between Satan and favoured sinners. He claims ·mercy for 
them, and Divine grace flows from God's heart into theirs, He mentions 
the name of some poor wandering creature for whom · His hef\rt's blood 
was shed, and the man 1turns to God and begins to cry and sigh for 
forgiveness. 

Nor will His ministrations cease till all such become the recipients of 
the covenant blessings allotted to them befora time began. He will 
pray them into praying for themselves : pray for their escape from all 
8atan ·s snares : pray them through every trouble ; pray that their faith 
may not fail in affliction, disappointment, and tlieir sliarpest experi

. mental trials; pray that they may be sustained in their dying 
moments; and, finally, pray for their entrance into heaven, and their 
welcome to tbe " Father's Home on high." . 

This branch of His work is, however, terminable. It concerns an 
elect, numbered, and enrolled people ; and will end in the personal 
perfection of every sinner whom of old He engaged to save'. 

" Then, e.11 the chosen seed shall meet around tha throne, 
Shall bless the conduct of His grace, and mo.ke His glories known." 

This. through grace, is the object of our hope, and will be its frnition
an element in the: joy which" our salvation" will emure. 

5. " Our salvation," again, involves the fulfilment of "all the pro-



8 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

rnises of God." !hese. occupy a very important position in relation to 
the order of His savmg proceedings. Their root or origin is Bis 
sovereign determination to bless His people in His Son. This determi
n_etion found expression in the announcements of His gracious inten
t10ns towards them. These are brought under their notice ; opened up 
to their minds; and laid on their hearts by the Spirit who inspired 
them ; and recei,ed and relied .on by the Faith which He imparts. 
Prayer, based on these words of grace, follows-and " Do as Thou hast 
said" becomes the suppliant's language. Hope awaits the Divine 
reply ; and in due time God steps on the premises and acts in accord
ance with His own undertakings. 

So~e promises, like_ ~ draft on a banker, are payable at sight ; 
others mvolve long wa1tmg. Thus we may (in one sense) "obtain 
promises" (Heb. xi. 33), and (in another) have to die in faith without 
receiving them-that is, without being favoured with their open and 
obvious fulfilment (Heb. xi 13-39). God keeps Eis own time. His 
delays are not denials. Waiting seawns are, however, ,ery trying ones. 
"Hope deferred maketh the hea1t sick." Others besides Joseph have 
experienced that "until the time came the Word of the Lord tried 
them" (Psa. cv. 19)-and this form of trial may even have augmented 
the bitterness and burden of their last groans on earth. The period 
for the fulfilment of every word on which we have been caused to hope 
will, nevertheless, surely come. "If it tarry, wait for it." The future 
testimony of all God's singers will be, "There bath failed not aught of 
any good thing which the Lord bath spoken : all is come to paas." 

6. Salvation in this aspPct comrrehends the full and complete 
ansU"ers to all true prayers. Many of our petitions have already met 
with gracious replirn. "We love the Lord because He bath heard our 
voice and our supplications." Some were, indeed, the faint whispers of 
our weary and wanting heartr-but "He inclined His ear unto us," 
and our poor utterances obtained the attention of our " prayer-hearing, 
answering God." Some have not yet been followed by the bleEsings 
sought-but will be, ere we die. Others, and these are of the 
most spiritual character, which relate exclusively to our ~ersonal 
godliness, cannot here be a1cswered. But we anticipate their fulfil
ment as p11rt of the joy of our final rnlvation. All prayers offered 
in Christ's name are pnsentfd in Heaven ; are registered and recorded 
there, and will be remembered in due time by Him to whom they appeal. 
God is the author of all the holy desires and hopes of His reople ; and, 
therefore, He regards them with pleasure, nor will He ever allow our 
humble hope to be put to shame. It would be unbecoming to His holy 
character (I iapeak with reverence) to cause an immortal mind to quiver 
with heavenly desires and mysterious aspirations-and suffer these 
finally to lead to nothing. There will not be one disappointed saint in 
heaven. "Our salvation " will, therefore, certainly include our future 
and eternal satisfaction with our God and all His gracious ways. 

7. " Our salvation." The phruseology suggests that we shall retain 
our identity in another stale of existence. Never shall we cease to be 
ourselves. We shall not lose our personal consciousness amid the 
transcendent joys of • our heavenly home. Our mental powers, though 
purified and enlarged and rendered wholly spiritual, will be the Eame 
after our tramition horn grace to glory. God's impress on the soul 
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received here will be immortal and indestructable. ~ othing will 
obliterate our memory of the past, or dim our sense of adoring gratitude 
to Him who waibed us from our sins in His own blood. 

Observe the appropriation stated: "Our salvation" ; ours by 
Divine and unalienable right. It is ours by relationship, established in 
sovereignty before all worlds ; ours by gift, for God has imparted and 
revealed it to us ; ours by present possesswn, for we have hold of p<1.rt 
of it now as " the earnest" of what we shall enjoy when we enter 
the actual enjoyment of our heritage ; 

"The men of grace have found glory begin below, 
Celestial fruit on early ground from faith and hope-" 

do grow, as many can attest. Such are some thoughts on the consum
mar.ion presented. 

11.-THE APPROXDIATIOS STATED. 

In spite of all our doub~s and fearo, our trials and difficulties, our 
checks and rebuffs-" our salvation is now," at this present moment, 
"nearer than when we (first) believed." 

Many first things in relation to our religion are very sweet-
" Sweet we.s the hour when first we felt 

Our heart in true condition melt." 

Fo1· repentance-though it is a bitter-sweet, has its sweetne,s, 
"Tears have their own sweetness, too ! " I once had only faith enough 
to believe that I was a sinner, and that the blood of Jesus Christ mu3t 
be applied to my soul, or I should never kno1,• peace with God. Then 
my faith widened, deepened, and grew stronger, till I "believel to the 
saving of my soul " and the word was sealed home which assured me 
that I was "accepted in the Beloved." 

"Happy day." Yet our salvation is nearer than it then wa~ :-
1. In point of time. Time is a most mysterious arrangement of the 

gre~t Jehovah. To what shall we liken it? It is a tiny island upJn 
the illimitable ocean of Eternity-on which the vast plans of grace are 
actualised, Divine wisdom and power exemplified, sovereign mercy 
exhibited and the character of our God displayed as it could not 
otherwise have been. When this is accomplished it will be submerged 
for ever. He determines its duration. We can neither curtail nor 
exGend it. None can arrest its progress. Onward it goes and urges us 
forward in its resistless course. Never can it be recalled-and as it 
Emrely passes, " His eternal thought moves on His undisturbed affairs." 

We have, therefore, fewer steps to take than when we first became 
believers ; fewer trials to endure ; and fewer tears to shed. Time, 
which is hurrying sinners to hell, is as surely ha,tening the progress of 
God's dear children to their destined home. Leaning on our Beloved, 
we travel forward, and • 

,; A few more rolling suns e.t most 
Will land us on fair Canaa.n,'s coast." 

2. " Our salvation • is nearer" in point of apprehension. It is 
profitable to retrace our " Progre3s '' as " Pilgrims" by the appr~hen
sions which possessed us. At first, they were limited to the cons~1ous
ness that we were guilty in God's sight. Then we had a view
perhaps a very dim and distant view-of the greatness and glory of 
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Emmanuel, a,s mighty to save, and we cried, "Did He die for me ? •~ 
Then we. had s_ome apprehension of the nature of "precious faith " -
tb.at gracious gift which we had, unconsciously to ourselves "obtained '' 
and we whispered, ' ' 

"Yet save a helpless sinner, Lord, 
Whose hope, still hovering round Thy word 
Would light on some sweet promise there, ' 
Some sure support against despair." 

~he unspe_akably sacred and happy period followed when Jesus stepped 
mto t~e light ~nd spoke to us for the first time, and we apprehended 
the relief, the Joy, the rapturous delight of pardon and peace. Then 
we, gradually perhaps, apprehended what ·' an evil heart of unbelief,,. 
we possessed, and began to long for heaven, because there our assimila
tion to Jesus would be complete. This longing has grown with years, 
and forms part of our preparation for another world. A worldly man 
" shudders to cross the stream" of death. He has everything to lose 
and nothing to gain : we have everything to gain by the change. Oh, 
o be wholly prepared to breathe out our lives when leaning on the 

Saviour's breast-and through His grace, His Spirit and His blood to 
meet Himself in glory. 

3. " Our salvation is nearer circumstantially than when we (first) 
believed." Life is full of solemn monitions, especially to the child of 
God. We ourselves are not what we were. Disease has touched some 
of us and left its mark behind. Infirmity has crept upon us. The 
world wears a different aspect. Many have discovered its hollowness, 
and feel that they have less to live for than they had. Friend after 
friend has departed. Circumstantial hopes have proved delusive. 
Plans and projects have failed. A thousand voices join in chorus, 
"Arise nnd depart, for this is not your rest." How doleful this to 

" the worldly minded 
Whom the trifles of sin deceive and the God of this world hath blinded." 

Bnt with Heaven's interpretation it is joyful news. " Our salvation is 
nearer" than when we (first) believed. 

We close by enquiring, " Have we believed ? " Debate has arisen 
as to the scriptural method of presenting faith in its relation to salvation 
to a promiscuous congregation ; but no exception can be taken to a 
question so simple, yet so searching_ as this. 1:he Gospel pres~nts ~be 
Saviour ; affords abundant information as to HlS personal qualification 
for undertaking and performing His work ~or sinners; an~ assures;us 
that there is a vital and unalterable connection between Faith and the 
benefits secured by His life, death, and interceseion. It is unspeakably 
important to God • since however deep our knowledge, however loud 
our profession, "without Faith, it is impossible to please Him." Shall 
we not then add-

" Since 'tis Thy work alone, 
And that Divinely free, 

• Lord, send the Spirit of Thy Son 
To work this Faith IN Mm." 

NOTHING refutes a slander so effectually as letting it be seen that it 
is not worth answering.-Spurgeon to his Students, 1862. 
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PLENARY INSPIRATION. 
BY HENRY DADSWELL, CLAPHA1I. 

OUR subject is important and timely. We are witnessing to-day a 
revival of the more pronounced forms of infidelity. We are again 

told that the Scriptures have not valid authority ; that portions of them 
are untrue, that the morality they inculcate is not sufficiently pure to 
satisfy Socialistic theorists, and that the message they bring is unworthy 
of acceptance by reasonable creatures. 

On the other hand, the higher criticism for some years past has been 
seeking to re-model and change the book to suit the hypotheses of certain 
prominent scholars. These, for the mos~ part, are men of very con
siderable learning, of blameless lives, and full of zeal and energy ; yet 
they are devoting time and talent to seek to minimise the force and 
completen<!SS of the unalterable Word. Their knowledge of the 
Original Tongues is so profound, their acquaintance with the letter of 
Scripture so extensive, and their study of natious contemporary with 
Israel so perfect, that they profess to be able to tell us when each of the 
books, or parts of them, were written, and to accurately determine the 
evolution of religion among the Jews, and the great debt that Israel 
owed to the surrounding nations, whose religious ideas they appropriated 
-and absorbed. 

Old doubts, expressed by sceptics long ago, and completely refuted 
by our fathers in the faith, are introduced under the plea of concern for 
truth, and the sword of the Spirit is said to have been tested by human 
reason, and, in part, found to be base metal, by the cultured and 
critical minds of this twentieth century. 

In the ears of every true disciple there must be, I think, something 
peculiarly obnoxious in such a term as criticism, when applied to the 
tlible. The works of man need the judgment of men, and may come 
forth from the ordeal improved and strengthened. But far otherwise 
with the words of Him whose way is perfect. We can neither add to 
their glory nor diminish their brightness. "We can do nothing against 
the truth," and God's "Word is truth." Let infidflity, veiled or open, 
do its worst, the daughter of Zion has nothing to fear. Like a city built 
upon the everlasting mountains, the living Church of God stands secure 
from all external foes, nor" shall the gates of bell prevail against her." 
The tide of battle rolls back again and again from the Divine bulwarks 
of Zion, in shame, confusion, and disgrace. All that the craft and 
enmity of men and devils can design against her is vain. Still over 
the walls of salvation and the citadel of Zion, waves the banner of 
Divine love, and no weapon that is formed against her shall prosper. 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE BIBLE TO ITSELF. 

By Plenary lospiration we mean that the Bible is fully and com
pletely inspired-that the book is in truth the Word of God. 

Of the theories of theologians as to the mode of Divine Inspiration 
we do not now write. This fact is incontrovertible : ·•All Scripture is 
God-breathed or given by Divine Inspiration." " Holy men spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.'' Do we, or do we not, accept 

• these words in their full and indisputable significance ? 
Some have urged that the penmen of Scripture were good men, who 

obtained the help of God as devout men to-day receive it, to preach or 
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·pray a.right. No modern preacher claims to be infallible, but humbly 
admits his liability to error, and claims absolute credence for honesty of 
purpose only. So, it is contended, was it with the men who produced 
the Bible. They meant well, but were liable to human mistakes. 
Others, again, have taught that the Holy Ghost impressed the truth 
upon the minds of the writers in such a way, that though the words 
are the words of men, the substance of the message is of God. 

The Bible itself, however, goe:s beyond either of these theories, and 
assures us that the message delivered, in every case, is in the words of 
God, that is-that the Scriptures, as a whole, are verbally inspired. 
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God." The writings (for this 
is the meaning of the term Scripture) "were God breathed." I have 
yet to learn that it is possible to write intelligibly without words, and if 
"all the writing is given by inspiration of God," the words that form it 
must be inspired words . 

.Again, we are told that " the prophecy came not of old time by the 
will of man, but that holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost,'' that is, that the message they uttered was entirely from 
God, that they not only thought as the Spirit moved them, but spake 
the words we have on record after the same fashion. The Lord Himself 
speaks of it (John x. 35) as the " Word of God," and affirms that the 
Scripture cannot be broken. Consider the words of the Christ (Matt. v. 
I 7, 18) : " Think not that I am come to destroy the Jaw or the 
prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say 
unto yon, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wi!'e pass from the law till all be fulfilled." It is clear from the first of 
these verses that our Lord was undoubtedly referring to all S_cripture up 
to that time as inspired by God. Notice, too, that by the words "jot" 
and '' tittle" He distinctly speaks of the smallest minutire of the 
writings so wonderfully given by God . 

.A.gain, when replying to those whose enmity had been roused by the 
declaration of His divine glory, and who sought vainly to kill Him before 
the time, mark that, in quoting from the Psalms, He expressly speaks 
of them as the Word of God (John x. 34, 35 ), and adds the emphatic 
declaration : " The Scriptures cannot be broken." The passage to 
which He refers is one that might easily have been called by some a 
merely human interpolation, on account of its singularity and strange
ness, but the Lord emphatically declares it to be the voice of the Most 
High. 

But it may be said that, in selecting single texts we are ignoring the 
general teaching of the Lord. Though He were the Son of God, in 
whom the fullness of the Godhead dwelt bodily, yet in the days of His 
humiliation He appealed to the writings of the Old Testament as the 
supreme test by which all questions must be tried. Even in that weary 
watch in the wilderness, when, in the extremity of physical weakness 
and hunger, He met and overcame the utmost malice of the great 
enemy, it was not by the assertion of His divine power, nor by the 
burning revelation of His etflrnal glory, that Satan was defeated. The 
Lord chose for wise and loving ends to employ the weapon that is put 
into the hand of every believer, even the infallible Word of God. 
Thrice came the temptation, and thrice from divine lips came words 
from the book of the law, "It is written," and the old dragon of the 
pit flew abashed before the personal and the written word. 
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Again, in the eynagogne at Nazareth, He to Jk in Hie holy hands the 
roll of the prophet Isaiah, and from His lips there fell those words, so 
full of sweetness and comfort to sin-sick, weary souls (Luke iv. 18, 19, 21), 
and He added, '' This day is this Scripture fnlfilled in your ears." 
When the resurrection is called in question by rationalistic Sadducees, 
from the book of Exodus He quotes the words (Matt. xxii. 31, 32), 
where God expressed His covenant relationship to the. patriarchs and 
their seed. Notice here in its bearing on the doctrine of the v~rbal 
inspiration of Scripture, that the force of the Lord's argument depE:nds 
on a single word (am). Would He enforce the solemn nature of the 
marriage tie in God's eight, it is to the Scripture that He refers (Matt. 
xix. 4, 5) for the record of the creation of the first man and woman, and 
God's purpose in that act of power. Other passages might be quoted, 
but one will suffice. Of the Pharisees He asks the searching question, 
" What think ye of Christ ? Whose Son is He ? " The answer came 
at once, " The Son of David" (Matt. xxii. 43, 44.) " How then," 
says Christ, "doth David IN SPIRIT call Him Lord." So the word 
of David was the voice of the Holy Spirit, nor dare even Pharisees 
dispute the verbal inspiration of the written Word. They were rather 
willing to acknowledge mysteries than to seek to rob the Divine Word 
of its authority. 

If we turn from the Master to His disciples, we a.re confronted by 
passages similar in character and used with the same definite and 
verbal significance. Many beside those well-known verses, 2 Timothy iii. 
18, and 2 Peter i. 21 are doubtless familiar, where the Apostles, 
inferentially or directly declare the inspiration of Scripture by the Spirit 
of God. Both in the Gospels and the Epistles the word of the Old 
Testament •is employed frequently to set forth the will and purpose 
of God, and that not merely from one, but many books of God's Word. 
How clearly, too, the use and profit of the Scriptures are declared, not 
only to comfort and instruct God's children, but fill the Sword of 
the Spirit, the weapon by which He brings proud rebels to the feet 
of the Redeemer. 

No candid mind can therefore study the uniform testimony of Obrist 
and His disciples, without arriving at the conclusion that they regarded 
each word of it as Divinely inspired. 

(To be continued, if God will). 

GOD'S POEM. 
BY A. E. REALFF, LEICESTER. 

"We are His workmanship" (literally, His poem).-Eph. ii. 10. 

NEARLY all who delight in the sublime and beautiful, especially 
those who are accustomed to express their own higher thoughts in 

writing for the perusal of others, have imagined how good it would be 
if they could produce real living and lasting poetry themselves. Not, 
perhaps, such as that of" the grand old masters-the bdrds sublime"-

" Whose diste.nt footsteps echo 
Through the corridors of Time," 

but rather like his :-
C 
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" Who through long days of le.hour 
And nights devoid of ease, 

Still heard, in his soul, the musio 
Of wonderful melodies." 

0 h, to touch hearts, elevate others to higher aspirations and endeavour, 
and lead them to live to the glory of God and the well-being of their 
fellow-men. The wish is a commendable one. True poets-especially 
if their themes are sacred-have a vocation and a mission most high and 
holy l 

The Bible says little about poets. Once only are they mentioned 
(Acts xviL 28); while poetical compositions are quoted but thrice in all 
its pages. Paul, however, in the above passage, appears to take for 
granted tha~ his reade~s have some conception of the dignity of a real 
poem. He IS addressrng those whose early days had been passed in 
Ephesus. They were then worshippers of the false goddess Diana, whose 
image, said to have fallen from Jupiter, formed the central object of 
their Temple, which was so magnificent as to be styled one of the seven 
wonders of the world. 

Notwithstanding the gilded glory of a popular mythology, the Apostle, 
however, regarded their former condition as most dark and dreary, 
when contrasted with the state of blessing into which they had been 
brought by the grace of God through Christ. "Remember that ye were 
in time past Gentiles in the flesh . . . without Christ, strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world." 
"Now, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with 
the saints and of the household of God." "For ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord." 

1'he cause and occasion of this memorable change is stated. " For 
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works." 
"His workmanship." The word in the original is singular and 
suggestive, and were it transliterated rather than translated, the passage 
would read-" We are God's poem."* 

Poetry is the metrical expression of the sublimest thoughts of the 
mo5t exalted minds. Christialll! are the expression of the greatest and 
most gracious thoughts of the infinitely great and gracious God Himself. 
Symmetry, harmony and beauty, characterise all His works; and inveRt 
them with an interest of which the charm of the world's greatest 
works of genius is but a faint reflection. We would, therefore, dwell 
for a moment on the idea that God Himself i!' the supreme Poet. 

•rt is indisputably correct that the term here rendered "workmanship" 
would, if tra.nelitere.ted or transferred from the original to our own language, 
read, e.e above stated, "poem " ; but we feel bound to state that this rendering 
of the passage is not given in any translation of repute, or adopted by (so far e.e 
we know) one reliable commentator. The iuee. ie e.n original one-and we leave 
it with the author (who is e. far better scholar than the Editor) to justify it. The 
extreme beauty of the pa.per, and its clear enunciation of saving truth, ola.im for 
it respectful attention. 

Should the reader inquire how the ea.me word can mean both " workman
ship'' and" a poem" -the a.newer is simple. In e,noient Greece, the oomposer 
of songs or ballade ordinarily published them by singing them himself, and was 
then styled e.n AOIDOS-e. singer, minstrel, or bard. When, howov11r, in sub
sequent years, the le.hour we,s divided, and one man composed the verses and 
another chanted them-the actual author we,e ca,lled the poietes or maker, and 
hie production his poiema, the thing which he e.s e. poet made,-See Trench's 
•· English Past and Present," p. 99. -EDITOR. 
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THE POE::II OF NATURE, 

The works of Creation may be called one of J ehovah's poems. 
Nature as formed by His hand is an object of loveliness and joy. "The 
heavens declare the glory of God, the firmament showeth His handywork : 
day unto day uttereth speech : night unto night showeth knowledge." 
" When we consider His heavens, the moon and stars which He bath 
ordained "-how small and limited does man appear. "All His works 
praise Him." "He visits the earth and waters 1t." His great river of 
over-hanging clouds "is full of moisture." He makes the hard soil "soft 
with showera. He crowns the year with Hie goodness. His paths drop 
fatnes3. The little hills rejoice on every side. The pastures are clothed 
with fl.ooke. The valleys also are covered over with corn. They shout 
for joy, they also sing." "The sea is His, and He made it-wherein 
are things creeping innumerable, both small and great. There go the 
ships. There is that great leviathan whom He has made to play 
therein." The seasons, like four Evangelists, follow one another, eich 
with its tidings of His wisdom, power and goodness. 

"These e.s they che.nge, Almighty Fe.ther, these 
Are but the ve.ried God. The rolling year is full of Thee. 
Mysterious round I whe.t skill, whe.t force Divine, 
Deep felt, in these e.ppee.r I e. simple train 
Yet so delightful mixed, with such kind a.rt, 
Such bee.uty and beneficence combined: 
Shade unperceived, so softening into shade, 
The.t as they still succeed, they re.vish still." 

Our lives, for the most part, are very pro3aic. We have to deal 
with much that is irritating, annoying, and vexing. We therefore need 
the poetry of Nature, God's works in Creation to soothe and tranquilise, 
to restore and recuperate by their restfulness, sweetness, and beauty
and we have often proved their power in this way-

" One impulse from e. verne.l wood 
Will tee.eh you more of man, 

Of moral evil or of good, 
Than e.11 the sages can." 

THI!: POEM OF PROVIDENCE, 

Providence is a Divine poem-might it not be styled "God's epic," 
for in His dealings with the children of men, the Master-mind is seen 
evolving His grand purpose, and so acting that the universal confession 
will in the end be, " He hath done all things well." "The Lord hath 
prepared His throne in the Heavens, His kingdom ruleth over all." He 
preserves them that love Him. The wicked He will destroy. " The 
wrath of man shall praise Him." 

"Jesus shall reign where e'er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run"-

nor shall His triumphs cease till He hath put all enemies beneath His 
feet-and the final " Hallelujah Chorus" prove the maguificent end of 
the serie3 of events to which God's Epic refers. 

THE POEM OF REDEMPTION. 

Salvation is, however, Jehovah's greatest work, and in a pre
eminent se!lBe our text claims that'' we are God's poem." 

A poem is a creation of its author',, mind There is a sup1·eme 
moment whe.i it is originated. Its conception is then gradually 
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developed : and finally it is worked out to its termination. The 
Redemption of the Church originated in the Divine mind" before the 
foundation of the world" : was undertaken in Time by God the Son ; 
and is now being accomplished in detail by the mystic operations of 
God the Holy Ghost-who ·• worketh all things after the counsel of His 
own will." _ 

A poem is the presentation of many beautiful thoughts-all being 
related and connected-all having relevence to each other-and all 
leading up to the final idea, the conclns:on and consummation of the whole. 

Every saved sinner is, so to speak, a line in God's great Poem of 
Redemption : the expression of a thought essential to the completeness 
of the whole. Born again of God, rescued from perdition, renewed in 
the spirit of his mind. loving, worshipping, and serving His Saviour; 
he is an embodiment of part of a great plan and purpose, formed con
cerning him, "before the foundation of the world." Not only is bi!! 
body a beautiful work of art, like a piece of exquisite mechanism : and 
his mind a power capable of high achievement-but God has infused 
into him a nature akin to His own. 

Poets are often rPcorded to have laboured long to perfect the force 
and cadence of their verses : and God expends treasures of Divine 
wisdom and care to bring t-hose He lov(S to the measure of His own 
ideal. So He disciplines them in a manner that seems severe. They 
are " chastened," in no capricious way, but for a reason of which He 
has condescended to inform us-" for their profit that they might be 
partakers of His holiness." Thus blows fall : rebukes are given : gifts 
are recalled: sorrows are sent that the melody and rhythm of each line in 
God's great poem may accord with His conception and ideal. 

How true will this be, when grace has completed what is now only 
begun ! . "In vain our fancy strives to paint the moment after death." 
In vain we try to conceive what the condition anrl character of each 
child of God will be, when he wears" the image of the Heavenly," and 
when the body of his humiliation is transformed into the likeness of his 
beloved Lord-to be like Him, whom we shall see "as Ht is." Every 
true Christian is now a re-created man : within his soul is now im
planted the germ of a nature, which when developed in the Paradise of 
God will far transcend that of our first parent in his state of sinless per
fection---trnd every line in God's completed poem will appeal to the 
praise of all holy intelligences-when " He shall come to be glorified in 
His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe," for ever·and 
ever. 

"STEADFAST UNMOVABLE."-To be this is certainly admirable in a 
Christian minis~r, but it is sometimes difficult to know at what point 
determination ends and obstinacy begins. I have known a brother 
make a firm stand for principle in a very pos!tive way. ~e exclaim~d, 
"None of these things move me." The advice of real friends was dis
regarded. The evident disapprobation of the public was as naught._ So 
he set bis feet firmly on the ground and refused to budge an !nch, 
like . . . like . . . what shall I say ? LIKE A STUIJIJORN .A.ND 
JIBBING *DONKEY.-Spurgeon to his Students, 18fi2. 

-- ---

,. "To jib," is a common and well-understood term in countr)' plaoes. It 
means, "to refuse to stir" or" move." 
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PLEASING GOD. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

11 He pleased God."-Heb. xi. 5, 

UNIVERSAL History is far from pleasant reading, being little else 
than a record of crime and oppression. The first man lived to see 

much baleful fruit from his act of disobedience. Having fallen himself 
from his original estate he begat children in his own likeness, in whose 
actions the poison of sin was speedily apparent. Over a murdered son, 
and at.ill more painfully over a son who was his brother's murdera, he 
had to weep. 'fhe evil brood of Cain spread violence and oppression 
through the land, which waxed exceedingly, and grew to such a height, 
that within seven hundred years of Adam's death God drowned the 
whole race of men for their wickedness, reserving only Noah and h s 
children. Yet He did not leave Himself without a witness. A succession 
of em.ineutly godly men, like s'.ars in the midnight sky, were raised up 
to testify for Him, and against the wickedness that prevailed. Among 
these Enoch, of whom our motto was written, appears as a star of the 
first magnitude. His life is summed up by Moses in a few words. 
"Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him." The 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews i3 almost as succint, '' By fai h 
Enoch was translated that he should not see death ; and was not found, 
because God had translated him : for before his translation he had this 
testimony that he pleased God." 

"He pleased God." We cannot call this Enoch's "Epitaph," for not 
dying, he had no tomb, yet could any covet one more desirable ? Many 
years ago the writer saw, for the first time, the tablet commemorating 
the fact that the remains of Augustus Montague Toplady were buri~d 
in the Whitefield Tabernacle, Tottenham Court Road. His na•ue, 
degree, age, and the date of his death were followed by this simple 
eulogium-" He wrote, ' Rock of Ages, cleft for me 1 ' " In our j udg
ment, nothing finer could be imagined. 

General Wolfe, on the eventful night which preceded the victory in 
which he fell, as he drifted in a small boat to the point of debarcation for 
thti daring attempt to scale the heights of Abraham, is reputed to have 
repeated part of Gray's "Elegy" to his officers who were with him:-

,; The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 
And e.ll the.t beauty, e.ll the.t wealth e'er gave, 

Awe.it a.like th' inevitable hour, 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave." 

adding, "I would rather have written this than take Quebec." With 
this estimate our own agrees, but far rather would we have written 
Toplady's hymn, than Gray'd "Elegy" ; for it has voiced the deepest 
emotions of millions of Christians in their worship of the living God. 
To become poets is, however, beyond the reach of most believers. None 
of us can produce another " Rock of Ages," but by His grace, we may 
have this, the best, testimony of all, that "we ha,e pleased God." 
Happy, indeed, will it be with us if this can )e truthfully said, when we 
have departed to the unseen world. . . 

Multitudes, alas, never think of pleasing God ! He " 1s no_t l';l all 
their thoughts." Practically, they are atheists. So far as their aims, 
desires, or thoughts are concerned, there is no God. How awful the 
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awakening which awairs such. Some, again, strenuously strive to plea,e 
Him without ever attaining their objecr, because they seek it not in the 
right way. Their zeal, which might put many of us to the blush, is mis
~irected _: beca~se it is not according to knowledge. Their efforts end 
m vexat10us failure. " The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of 
them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city." God is not to 
be pleased with human inventions, but only according to His own will, 
as revealed to us in His Word. To this must we come with humble 
minds and teachable spirits, to be led of His Spirit. Thus only shall we 
attain to what we seek. 

ESSENTIAL PRE-REQUISITES. 

Our subject may be regarded in its fundamental and practical aspects. 
We begin with the fundamental. Two Scriptures, both cast in a negative 
form, will suffice us. The first runs thus :-" They that are in the flesh 
cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 8). This tolls the death-knell of all 
mere natural endeavours; for, by nature, we are all in the flesh, and so 
"cannot" '' please God." The capacity so to do is lacking. This ac
cords with our Lord's own words, "Ye must be born again." Being 
precedes doing, not by a mere hrbitrary arrangemenr., but as a fact 
which has its foundation in the nature of things. Every unreg~nerate 
man is" dead in trespasses and eins" (Epb. ii. 1). As is the man, so 
are bis ways and doings. He may be sincerely, earnestly, yea, even 
vehemently religious, but he is estranged from God, ii;(norant of His true 
character, and actuated by a principle of enmity against Him, although 
himself quite ignorant of this truth. However he may appear to shine 
in his fellow-creatures' eyes, all his doings are vitiated by the Etench of 
death. The presence of death none can abide. Love's dearest object, 
when life has departed, and corruption has began its work, becomes 
offensive; and, like Abraham with Sarah, we cry, Let me" bury my dead 
ont of my sight." A corpse is not more revolting to us than is a dead 
soul to God. The dead in sin, whose heart is at enmity against God, 
He cannot regard with complacency. A new, holy, spiritually-living 
principle must be im~arted, or we can never be in agreement with God, 
or plea-ing in His sight. " So then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God." 

The second text we cite, follows that which heads this paper, 
"Without faith it is impossible to please Him.''* This is most emphatic. 
Faith here, means more than the mere act of believing ; and also in
cludes what we believe. A divine order is indicated, the true meaning 
being that in this way only, after this order of faith exclusively, can we 
"please God." All other ways are insuperably barred to sinful men. 
The regenerate man, instructed by the Spirit, is conscious that he cannot 
approach God save through the Mediator. He" believes that God is,'' and 
perceives ihat in Christ," He is a Rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him." True "faith always asks for Jesus." "Where faith hang~ out 
as a signboard, inquire, and Jesus will be found within." No doubt 

• Heb. xi. 6. "Without faith it is impossible to please Him." The word 
translated "without," according to the Lexicons, does not mean "not havinµ:.''. 
but as rendered by Bullinger" apart, asunder, apart from."-Aonron. Alford's 
tre.nslation is, " Apart from fa.ith it is impossible to please Him e.t all" ; and he 
adds as a Note that this is a general truth, not specially applicable to the aso 
of Enoch. 
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faith, as a principle, wrought by the Holy Spirit, and believing, as an 
act inspired by the :;ame gracious Being, are pleasing to God. Yet it is 
only in our Lord J,sas Christ that the believer finds acceptance. Like 
as Jacob came to Isaac in Esau's dress, so we come in our elder 
Brother's garments. And, as Isaac " smelled the smell of his raiment, 
and blessed him, and said, " See, the smell of my son is as the smell of 
a field which the Lord hath blessed ; " so does the sweet perfume of 
the name and merit of our Lord makes us fragrant to our heavenly 
Father. 

"Sinner, 'tis only in the Lamb 
Jehovah smiles on thee." 

In no other way can we be pleasing to God, but as He beholds us in 
His Son. Here we are reconciled and agreed, and can walk with joy 
together. We thus, in the fundamental sense, please God only, as we 
believe in His dear Son. 

PLEASING GOD-PRACTICALLY CONSIDERED. 

We proceed to consider oar subject in its practical aspect. Having 
expressed his confidence in God, and willingness to be "absent from the 
body, and present with the Lord," Paul goes on to say, "Wherefore 
we labour, that, wheti..ter present or absent, we may be accepted of Him" 
(2 Cor. v. 9). The rendering of the Revised Version is, "We make it 
our aim, whether at home or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.'' 
" Well pleasing " is preferable, as it conveys the apostle's meaning more 
exactly. Paul's daily aim was to please God in all he did. So should it 
be with every believer. To this. we are bound by the deepest obligations, 
and in this we find our real welfare and truest joy. 

"Enoch walked with God." To walk with anyone there must be 
agreement. Both must proceed in the same direction. So must it be 
with us, if we walk with God. 

We may miss thir, great, blessed, and gloriou8 end. "The thing 
which David had done displeased the Lord." Sin is sin, wherever it is 
found, yet, if there be degrees of turpitude, is it most hateful in those 
who have received the greatest favours. It was an aggravation of 
Solomon's sin that he had been fa.vomed above others ; " and the Lord 
Wil,8 angry because his heart wa~ turned from the Lord God of Israel, 
which had appeared 1mto Him twice" (l King~ xi. 9 ). May we have grace 
to seek to please Him in all things, constrained by His marvellous love. 
[n endeavouring to please Him, we may displease many of our fellow
creatures; but, if we have His approbation in our conscience, this need 
not overtrouble us. 

Pleasing God practically must ever be done by faith. The best deeds 
of His best servants are so imperfect that they can only be pleasing to 
Him through the Meditator. Faith, moreover, draws all its supplies 
from the Lord Jesus, lives· upon His fulness; and works in Eis 
@trength. 

A C(lnsideration of the relations in which we stand with our Lord, 
will guide us in oar endeavour~ to please Him. Are we His servants ? 
A cheerful, prompt obedience to His commands becomes us. Are we 
soldiers, enlisted under His banner? We should show courage and 
endurance. Are we His dear children 1 Love, a filial spirit, and con
stant jealousy for His glory should animate out· souls. Sue~ cousidera
tion~ should constrain us to aim to please Him by approprmte condud 



20 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

in all these characters. This will entail separation from the world, 
denial of self, prayerful study of His Word, and the constant operation 
of His Spirit. 

This is no dolorous duty enjoined upon us, but as a blessed privilege 
conferred by love, and the very end of our being. The bonds are silken 
that bind us to our God and Saviour. The affectionate wife finds it no 
task to please a loving and devoted husband. "Our Maker is our 
husband." He is the most devoted and loving husband, and He is in
finitely wiEe as well as gracious. Were it not for the flesh, and its evil 
influences, we should ever find our pleasure in aiming to please Him. 
But, alas, we still have the law in our members, yet let us not despond. 
He is not an exacting Lord. • He pities our weakness, and accepts the 
will for the deed, when we have not wherewith to translate it into acts. 
A review of the past may humble us; nor dare we of ourselves resolve 
upon a better future. Yet we may look to Him so to work this grace 
in us, that we may sincerely aim in all things to please God-aud 
anticipate in some humble way His testimony even in our own poor 
heart;s. 

HE KNOWETH OUR FRAME. 
" He knoweth our frame.-Pse.. ciii. 14. 

I AM so glad tha.t Thou dost know 
The frailty of my frame ; 

So glad that Thou ce.n'st feel for me 
In a.11 my sore infirmity, 

And, pitying, will not blame ; 
Though I, e.n erring mortal prove, 
In need of Thy forgiving love. 
It is so sweet to feel that Thou 

Dost underste.nd ; 
Such comfort, to remember how, 
(Though Thou a.rt crowned with honour now, 

Enthroned at God's right he.nd), 
Thou didst through sore tempte.tions go, 
Didst weariness and sorrow know. 
Thou a.rt so great, so glorious, 

How could I venture nee.z,, 
My weaknesses, my griefs, to tell, 
Did I not know Thou too didst dwell 

The " Man of Sorrows " here ; 
And now wilt always prove to me 
A " Brother for adversity ? " 
I sometimes e.m so weary, Lord, 

So full of earth's unrest, 
I try to battle patiently, 
To meekly we.it and trust in Thee, 

Because Thou choosest best ; 
And Oh, the thought such comfort brings, 
Thou knowest all my sufferings. 
Oh, Se.viour dear, I am so glad, 

That Thou didst condescend 
To tree.d life's thorny pe.tbs for me, 
And now ce.n'st truly prove to be 

My sympe.Lhising Friend;· 
A Friend who all my sorrow shares, 
A l<'riend who knows, e.nd loves, and ce.res. 

KA'l'II STAINES. 
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SHIPWRECKED BUT SAVED. 
BY H. NEW!'ON, WISBECH. 

"God he.th given thee a.II them that sail with thee." ... "Howbeit, we 
must be oast upon a certain island." ... " Anc;I so it came to pe.ss that they 
escaped all safe to land."-Acts xxvii. 24, 26, 44. 

'l'HE story of Paul's shipwreck and deliverance may be regarded fro 11 

two points of view, and studied with two distinct objects. It 
abounds • with instruction of a general character. On this it were 
profitable to dwell. It furnishes a series of illustrations of the great 
truths of the Gospel and the experience of God's children. These, if 
perused with reverent attention and prayerful thought, may serve to 
elucidate matters which it is important that all who are concerned about 
their own salvation should understand. We would, therefore, direct 
attention to our subject in both aspects. 

J.-CERTAIN LESSONS LIE ON THE SURFACE OF THE NARRATIVE. 

1. Great and Jar-reaching issues may hang on little things.-Pau1 
had long desired to visit Rome (Rom. i. 11, 15). God had promised 
that he should (Acts xxiii. 11), though circumstantial probabilities were 
strongly against it. His enemies, the priestly party, had plotted against 
his life, and when he appeared before Festus their schemes seemed on 
the point of success. He, however, saw his opportunity both to evade 
their malice and to reach the city in which he longed to testify for 
Christ. Claiming his right as a free-born Roman, with spendid 
audacity he demanded to be tried by the Emperor himself. His claim 
could not be disallowed. " Hast thou appealed unto Cresar ? " enquired 
his Judge; "unto Cresar shalt thou go" (Acts x.xv. 11, 12). Who 
could then have forecast the perils, the marvellous interpositions of 
God, and the events in relation to His Gospel, that happened before 
this appeal took effect in the "city of the seven hills ? " A chain of 
circumstances aff~cting our whole future thus often hangs on apparently 
unimportant words and actions. 

2. Subsequent events prove:l that God had a purpose in Paul's going 
to Rome. We may thus learn that His plirns never miscarry, and thot 
even if our vessel should be wrecked, "a certain island" will become 
the link between God's purpose and its assured fulfilment. 

3. Observe that benefit and blessing may accrue to a whole companlJ 
through the presence and influence of one servant of the living God. The 
world is perpetuated on account of His people. These, like salt, pre
serve and purify those around them. Paul must be saved; and for 
his sake none of the rest could be lost. 

4. The certainful/Ument of Divine assurances is also here exempli.fiei: 
"God bath given thee all them that sail with thee." "It came to pass 
thBt they escaped all safe to land." Nothing that the Lord says ever 
falls to the ground. What encouragement this affords to His people ; 
yet how awful is its import to those who forget Him and live in reckless 
sin. May these evident truths be "read, marked, learned, and 
inwardly digested " by all who see these lines I 

II.-Regarding our subject from a spiritual standpoint, observe that 
THE SALVATION OF -GOD IS HERE IJEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED. A 
prolonged storm, leading to a disastrous shipwreck, is graphically pom-



22 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

trayed. The safety of all on board the ill-fated vessel had been pre
dicted and promised ; but this was continaent on certain essential 
mat~ers. It c~uld be effected in one way ~nly. The skill of the 
naVIgators, their knowledge of the places they passed the nautical 
appliances at their disposal, availed nothing. God had 'arranged how 
they should escape death. On their implicitly following wnat His 
servant declared, in His name, their rescue from a watery grave 
depended. 

1. This suggeEts the un_ique and supreme importance of Jesus Christ 
as the one, the only Saviour of sinntrs. Morality has its sphere, 
earnestness its province; benevolence and self-sacrifice for others are 
commendable. But," None but Jesus can do helpless sinners" effectual 
and eternal "good." " Except these abode in the ship, they could not 
be saved," and unless He "interposes His precious blood" to "save 
our souls from danger," lost we shall be for ever and ever. "Neither is 
there salvation in any other, for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved." 

"No aid He seeks nor duties asks 
From us poor feeble worms ; 

All that Almighty love decrees 
Almighty power performs." 

:2. "Howbeit, we must be cast upon a certain island." The 
phraseology suggests important facts in relation to favoured sinners and 
the only Saviour. 

The conclusion of the narrative explains the allusion. The island 
was Melita, or Mair.a. Thither the dismantled ship drifted. Those 
whose salvation had been assured were brought to the extremest pitch 
of danger. To remain in the vessel meant death; to abandon it for 
the raging, seething waters seemed to be courting destruction in ano~her 
form. Howbeit "those that could swim cast themselves first into the 
sea," and the rest grasped what they could ; but " it came to pa~s that 
they escaped all safe to land!' For 

3. As in their case theiword of the Lord was verified, so His purposes 
in relation to His chosen and blood-bought people can never fail. ·• The 
zeal of the Lord of Hosts," the energy of the Holy Ghost, "will 
perform this." "All that the Father giveth Me, shall come unto Me," 
are the Saviour's own words, and all the given company, though 
tempest-tost and wrecked, "shall be cast," 0 bleBBed assurance, on 
"the island of His grace" to iind eternal safety. 

4. Various causes and casualties often combine to cast poor helpless 
sinners on "Jesus only." It would be instructive to note from the 
entire chapter the events which led up to their final deliverance, but 
space forbids. Stormy winds, heavy seas, prolonged darkness-all, 
however, co-operated-all suggesting to a thoughtful mind the chequered 
and perilous course by which a poor sinner is at length constrained 10 

cry-
" Myself into Thine arms I cast, 

And hope I she.ll be saved at la.st." 

5. " Cast upon a certain island," as many tried ones know, is sug
gestive of an oft repeated experience. 0, to hear His voice in every 
angry wind ; to see His footsteps in each chafing wave, and thus to 
sing:-
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"Go not fe.r from me, 0 my Strength 
Whom all my times obey, 

Take from me any thing Thou wilt, 
But go not Thou away ; 

And let the storm that does Thy will 
Deal with me, how it may ! " 

THE GENTLE ART OF WISE .REPLY EXEMPLIFIED 
BY SOME HITHERTO UNTOLD TALES. 

BY BASIL ARNOLD. 

"Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou e.lso be like unto him 
Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit."-Prov
:s:vi. 4, 5. 

" When fools are que.rrelsome. refrain 
Thy tongue, and answer not again;· 
But Folly's inferences meet, 
Lest they grow wiso in their conceit." 

-JOSlill BRISCOE. 

A GOOD cause often suffers from bad advocacy. A feeble-minded 
man, wishing to promote the great cause of Christian abstinence, 

observed that "he did not read that when Adam first opened his eyes to 
the glories of his Eden home, he found a bottle of old port or one of 
Dublin stout by his side." "Nor do I read "-grunted a sarcastic 
friend, in reply-" that a pocket-handkerchief and a pair of trousers 
were provided for his convenience either ; yet these come in handy 
sometime8." 

Moral: Have the courage of your convictions, but do not support 
them by as~inine arguments. 

John Hazelton was persistently l'tlt1cent on the debuw.ble question of 
the early existence of the Saviour's human soul. He once preached an 
iidmirable sermon on Titus i. 2, " In hope of eternal life, which God, 
that cannot lie, promised before the world began." After the sermon, 
his beloved and honoured deacon, Hobert Roddy, who was a devoted 
Stevensite or pre-existerian, put the following queRtion to him, thinking 
to force him into giving his opinion at lust. " If God promised 
eternal life before the world began, to whom was this promise made? 

But our dear friend, who had no small share of the wisdom of the 
serpent, simply replied: '' I have no doubt, brother Hoddy, that you 
already know this as well as I can tell you," and wes silent. 

Moral: Wise men are cautious of giving quotable opinions, especially 
on non-essential questions on which spiritually minded persons are 
divided. 

In March, 1885, at Mentone, Mr. Spurgeon told the writer that he 
was once at a meeting of the committee of the Baptist :Missionary 
Society, when something he eaid gave great offence to Rev. William 
Robinson, of St. Andrew-street Chapel, Cambridge, who attacked him 
in a very vehement and, as he thought, unbecoming manner. 

"Have I, Mr. Chairman, the right of reply?" enquired Spurgeon. 
"Certainly," was the answer. Whereat he rost', and observing that his 
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remarks would be very brief, simply said, " ' If any man among you 
seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, this man's religion is vain.' I add no more, Mr. Chairman." 
Doubtless the effect was indescribable. 

Moral : This were a wise example for those to follow who are as 
holy, and wise, and gifted as Mr. Spurgeon. Othere should . . . 

Once, at the supper-table of our late hospitable friend Davis, of 
March, many ministers were present after an anniversary service. A 
Mr. H--, who then held once an adjacent pastorate, took occasion to 
state a number of spiteful and injurious things ,to the disparagement of 
our deceased brother, J. Bunyan M'Cure, then of Cambridge. William 
Crowther, Esq., J.P., of Gomersal, who was present, listened intently, 
and the wretched creature, thinking to please this great and good man, 
enlarged on his theme, until his indictments were black indeed. When 
he ceased, Mr. Crowther quietly replied : " Thank you, Mr. H-- ; 
what you have related has been very interesting. I hope to be in brother 
M'Cure's company to-morrow evening, and 1 will certainly repeat to 
him every word that you have said." 

Moral: Let us learn to treat all slandererB thus, and help maligned 
brethren by letting them know who their enemies are. 

One of our own ministerial brethren was once in a Great Western 
Railway train with an infidel of the coarsest and most blatant type, who 
annoyed all his fellow-travellers with his offensive and blasphemous 
remarks. Presently he observed that though he had heard a great 
deal about religion, he had never found any parson who could tell him 
what it really was. "Pardon me," quietly replied our friend ; " but if 
you will lend r..:.e your paper, and permit me to write a few words on the 
margin, I can, I think, satisfy you.'' 

'l'Le man, with a grin, assented, and handed a copy of the current 
number of Bradlaugh's Freetliinker to the speaker, who pencilled these 
words:-

" Whether St. Paul was a parson or not, I will not undertake to say, 
but he wrote : ' Study to be . quiet and to do your own busi';le~s ' 
(1 fhess. iv. 11). When this is carried out, all may see what rehg10a 
is." This the noisy individual read, tendered his thanks very courteously, 
and was silent till he got out at West Drayton. , . 

Moral: God's words are the best reply to the sneers of Gods enemies. 
The worst men have consciences which may often be reached by the 
tactful employment of Divine truth. 

OUR HOME ABOVE. 

No sorrow there, 
No ca.reworn cheek, no tear-b.ed.ewed eyes; 
No sighs half-checked from bursting hearts arise. 

No anxious cares, 
Or wond"ring what will on the morrow be; 
The bliss, the glory which each spirit shares 
Is lasting-lasting as eternity. 

No wintry storms, 
Nor scorching heat from Summer's fervid ray ; 
No night, 'tis one, an cvcrl!lsting day. 
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No e.ching hee.d, 
Or weary tossing on the bed of pain ; 
For peace, e.nd he.ppiness, e.nd joy are spread 
O'er the.t bright le.nd, where se.ints with Jesus reign. 

No se.d F&rewells, 
No pe.rting from the friends we dee.rly ova ; 
No sepe.re.tions in the.t world above, 

No bed of dee.th, 
The loving e.nd the breaking bee.rt attends ; 
When Jesus ce.lls us to resign our bree.th, 
All the.t distresses, e.ll that pa.ins us ends. 

No with'ring ble.st 
With unseen he.nd, our joys she.11 sweep e.we.y ; 
No bud unfolding drops into decay. 

No hopes brought low, 
No friends le.id in the silent, clay-cold tombs; 
No wind, no pestilente.l wind shall blow, 
But e.11 in everlasting freshness blooms. 

Oh, then rejoice, 
The sowing, weeping time will soon be o'er; 
The joy of Harvest bree.ks on yon bright Shore. 

Cambridge. E. BuxToN BEALL. 

"FARE THEE WELL, BUT NOT FOR EVER." 
WE have been favoured with the following Memorial Card :

In Loving Memory of 
JOHN JAMES SMITH 

(Of Southfield House, Watford), 
Who fell asleep in Jesus, 4th December, 1903, 

In His 91Pt Year. 
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"To them who by patient continue.nee in well-doing ~eek for glory e.nd 
honour . , . eterne.l life." 

"It doth not yet e.ppee.r what we shall be, but we know that, when He she.11 
a.ppee.r, we shall be like Him, for we 3he.11 see Him e.s He is." 

" My knowledge of the.t life is small, 
The eye of Faith is dim; 

But 'tis enough the.t Christ knows e.ll, 
And I she.ll be with Him." 

Thus, within a few weeks, e. tl.Jird distinguished member of the 
Baptist denomination has been called home. Descended from a godly 
e.ncee.try, born a.nd nurtured in a Christian home, and educated by 
those that fee.red God,• he early in life was brought into living associa-

• He we.s not educe.ted, e.s some suppose, e.t Totteridge Pe.rk School, of 
which Robert Wilkinson, Esq., was pr1ncipe.l, for this we.s not removed from 
Uxbridge until 1853; but in e. smaller e.nd more select establishment conducted 
by e. Mr. Thorogood, in his de.y well known e.s a. sound scholar e.nd experimente.l 
Christian. 
tion with the section of the one Church which ho loved so well and served 
so truly. Favoured in Providence with competent means, I.Jis liberality 
was bounded only by hia prudence. His joy wa's to do good. Hor,10ured 
with her late Majesty's commission of the peace, he acted as a Magistrate 
with great consideration and impartiality, and was universally respected. 
He travelled much, read extensively, and thought deeply and accurately. 
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It was impossible to be in his company and not feel that he wa.s a. 
shrewd, sympathetic, and pre-eminently a kind man, who sought Enoch
like to please God. Beyond some trifling literary assistance on matters 
connected with English Nonconformity in the early decades of the nine
teenth century, which it waR our pleasure to afford him, we knew him 
only as one of the Treasurers of the "Particular Baptist Fund," to which 
many of our own country pastors are so largely indebted. If a favour
able view of a dubious case were, in any wa.y, permissible, he always took 
it, and not unfrequently his generous judgment turned the scale in favour 
of some forlorn and failing brother whom the other Managers were 
inclined to regard with scant appreciation a.nd favour. The harshest 
comment ,ve remember from his lips concerned a somewhat apathetic and 
listless minister of whom he observed, "He may be a good man, but there 
don't seem te be much 'go' in him." 

Thus we would record our unfeigned respect for this generous "servant 
of the Most High God." 

BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT llOOKS. 
ALMA.NACKS, 

The Baptist Almanack and Directory 
for 1904. Banks and Son, Racquet 
Court, E.C. Two-pence. 

THIS is not only useful, bnt essential 
to all interested in the work of the Bap
tist Denomination. Issued, not under 
the auspices of a Union or Association, 
but by a private firm, it is a marvel 
of enterprise and energy, as well as of 
cheapness. The literary matter is in
teresting, and the portrait of Mrs, C. H. 
Spurgeon will be prized by many. The 
general contents resemble those of past 
years, while one new feature is, we 
tbink, commendable. Since the Baptist 
Union has declined to insert in their 
Handbook "List of Baptist Ministers in 
the British Isles," many who are settled 
pastors, it has at times been a work of 
difficulty to find the wherfabouts of 
such. Tbis is, to some extent, removed 
in t.beAlmanack before us-and we now 
know how to address such brP.thren as 
H. T. Chilvers, J. T. Peters, B. Willis, 
Guy Hazl,.rigg, and others,whose names 
are excluded from the larger publication. 
We doubtless are not the only one who 
will say, "Thank you, Messrs. Banks 
and Son." 
Spurgem's Illustrated Almanack. Price 

one penny. Passmore and Alabaster, 
4, Paternoster Building,, E.C. 

THIS ever-welcome booklet retains all 
its old cbaracteristics, and in its 
getting up is precisely what its prede
ceesor of 1863 was-the firat we saw. 
It is emphatically what its title indi
ce.tes; and most useful to all to whom 
the Mctropolit<£n Tabernacle is a centre 
of interest, and, God be thanked, of 
Divine blessing. 

John Ploughman,'s Almanack. One 
Penny. t>ame Publishers. 

THIS-undoubtedly the best sheet Al
manack-iE equal to those that went 
before. Can praise be warmer ? Mottoes 
instead of texts a.re given for each 
day in the year ; and these, thougb they 
do not now appear for the first time, 
many iI1 fact being almost claseical 
examples of John Ploughman's Prover
bial Philosophy, are ae adapted as ever 
to tea.eh the wise, wisdom and instruct 
others in the holv art of living useful 
lins to the glory of God. 

BOOKS. 

Smooth Stones taken from Ancient 
Brooks, by C. H. Spurgeon. Price, 
two ~hillinge and sixpence. Pas~more 
and Alabaster, 4, Paternoster Build
in!!'B, E.C. 

THIS is a reprint of one of its author's 
rnrlier publications, which wa~ issued, 
we think, in 1861. It consisred of 
extracts, most judiciously made. from 
the then rare books of the great Puruan 
writer and preo.cher, Thomas Brooks, 
upon whose name the title __ is a pun. 
Since the issue of his whole works in 
six volumes in 1866 in Nichol's cele
brated series, his writings have been 
within the reach of nearly all tbeologice.l 
students-and whether this book bas the 
work to !do which its predecessor had, 
is a question. We greatly prized the 
latter, which travelled with us on m1my 
journeys in our student days-and when 
our books were few and our casb any
thing but plentiful-was one of our 
treasures. The preface and memoir are 
worth studying ; but the contents needed 
either revising or the addition of a few 
notes. " The loadstone cannot draw 
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iron when the diamond is in presence'' 
(pa.g.i 66), Is this a fact? If not, why 
perpetuate a blunder to enforce a. Divine 
truth ? Still, we heartily wish that 
many young ministers would '' chew 
and digest" the book as a whole. 
Tlwughts on the Book of Revelation, by 

George Jupp. Kirby, 17, Bouverie 
Street, E.C. 

THEJI.E is in the contents of this ~mall 
book an experimental savour none too 
common in works devoted to the eluci
datioci of inspired prophecies; which 
warrants the belief that its author is a 
tried child of the living God. As such 
his views a.re entitled to respect; and 
claim encouragement for bis labours. 
His view appears to be that the Book 
of Revelation is being progressively ful
filled and that the close and careful 
study of current events will afford a. clue 
to its mysteries. All who share this 
orinion will follow him with pleasure 
and perhaps with profit. To others, bis 

subject will, we fear, remain enveloped 
in darkness till light from an, as yet, 
unknown source is vouchsafed by God 
Himself. 
Cheering Words Annual, edited by B. J. 

Northfield. Cloth. One shilling. 
R. Banks and Bon, Racquet Court, KC. 

ONE HUNDRED A.ND NINETY pages of 
interesting and instructive reading ; a 
dozen or so effective woodcuts ; and 
photographic likenesses of our: dear 
brethren, J.E. Hazelton and H. Morris 
Winch-the whole tastefully bound, for 
a shilling-is surely a marvel in the pre
sent day. w~ know few books of the 
kind in which so much Gospel trath is 
conveyed so pleasantly, so popularly 
and so pointedly. Quite a larg-e circle 
of little readers seem engaged in puzz
ling out the Queries which the Editor 
propounds from month to month -and 
a book which makes so many Biole 
readers claims the support of a.II to whom 
the Inspired Volume is dear. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

STRICT BAPTI:.T MISSION. 
"PBABTHANA - SABHA," BRIGHTON, 

THE two Telugn words above, signify
ing '' prayer-meeting," were severe.I 
years ago adopted as the title of a 
drawing-room society formed as a looa.l 
branoh of the Striot Baptist Mi3sion; 
and on Thnrsday, Nov. 5th, its fifth 
annual meeting was held at Kensington 
House, Norfolk-square, Brighton, Mr. 
F. Cozens, the retiring president, being 
in the obair. The 8rooeedings began 
with the hrmn1 " for a thousand 
tongues ijO smg~_after whioh Pda, xovi. 
was read, and Mr, F. Adams, of Poyn
ings, very appropriately besought the 
Lora's blessing. The chairman then 
addressed the meeting, expressing bis 
sa.tisfaotion at seeing a good attendance 
(forty-three being present) and the 
interest maintained in the noble oanse, 
but especially emphasizing the pleasure 
it gave him to welcome the delegate 
from the parent society, pastor B. T. 
Belcher, who i~ also Mission oorres
pontl.ing secretary. The report for the 
past year was read by Mr. D. B. Smith, 
who regretted that tbe looa.l secretary, 
Mr. D. Fisher (a.n nnobt~nsive but 
painstaking officer), had l,een suddenly 
removed in Providence to a distant 
town, but hoped bis stops might ere 
long be again turned homeward. From 
the rerort was gathered that eleven 
month y ga.theringe for prayer bad 
been held, the avsrage attendance being 
27 ; that the uttered petitions to the 
throne of gra.oe had been 70; but of the 

silent plea.a only the Grea.t Sea.rcber of 
hearts knew the number. A very plea.
sant and instructive visit by Mr. 
Hutchinson at the half-yearly meeting 
in June la.st was recorded, as also was 
that of Mr. D. Morlfog's in September, 
on whioh oooasion he was aooompanied 
by his father, Mr. Josiah Morling, the 
new missionary being well received and 
the joint visit highly appreciated. Tne 
sta.tement of aooounts showed ttiat 
£14 3s, 7d. had been contributed to the 
funds of the S.B.M., a slight inore~se 
on the amount of the previous year. 
The officers elected were-Mr. E. H. 
Elliott, president; Mr. 0. Luoa.s, tree.
surer; and Mr. F. Cozens, pro tem. 
seoreta.ry ; the la.tter vacating the chair 
during the singing of anotner hymn. 
After a brief presidential a.ddress, a. 
oolleotion, readily responded to, wa.s 
taken, and Mr, Belcher was ea.lied on to 
speak. He proved particularly interest
ing, as item after item of encournging 
information was supplied, and rem:uks 
of helpful and stimulating ohar&oter 
were made, not the least being the 
Lord'• gracious answers to prayer oon
cernin1{ tne neoessi ties of tho young 
ambassador, and the oomm,ttee's 
anxietias connected therewith. Snob 
proofs of the favour of the Most High 
are al we.ye welcome, for not only is 
every need met and the potitioner 
himself recognised, but any question 
of the wisdom or euooess of a gi van 
step is for ever settled, and this is 
perhaps the crowning blessing Mr. 
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Vickery afterward acknowledged in a I Mr. H. J, Wileman (now pastor of 
few well-chosen words the pleasure the De.ore Park) became pastor and in the 
co~pany had derived, and. tendered I following year the chapel w~s enlarged 
their hearty thanks. A closing hymn at a cost of :£276 9a. whioh debt was 
was fervidly sung, the Benediction pro- oleared off in 1897. 'rn 1899 the house 
nounced, and the happy meeting came adjoining the chapel was bought for 
to a close. the purpose of extension at a cost of 

ONE WHO WAS THERE. :£450. In 1900 Mr. Wileman resigned 
the pastorate, and for a time supplies 
agai':1 served the Church, and then, after 
hearing our present pastor (Mr. C. D. 
Jeffs), he was invited, and aooepted tha 
pastorate. 

ST. ALBANS (BETHEL).-The fol
lowing brief account of the above 
Church was given by the pastor at the 
recent• anniversary :-A few lovers of 
and believers in the free and sovereign 
grace of God used to meet in a room of 
11, house in Verulam-road occupied by a 
Mr, Smith. Services were held for 
prayer and worship during the week, 
two ministers from neighbouring 
Co.uses (Mr. Cook, of Luton, and Mr. 
Figg, of Redbourn) preaching alter
nately. After meeting thus for some 
time, it was thought expedient to build 
a chapel, the result being that the site 
of the present chapel was purchased for • 
:£80. On the completion of the erection 
of the chapel, opening sermons were 
preached on Sunday, October 18th, 
1853. At the close of the day's services 
the hymn," On winl!'S of faith mount 
up, my soul, and rise," was sung to the 
tune "Inheritance," which was com
posed by the late Mr. King, of St. 
Peter's-street, St, Albans, for this 
occasion. Eleven members from various 
places were formed into a Church at 
Bethel. They and the friends meeting 
with them often had to collect the 
money with which to pay the ministers 
after the service on Sa.nde,y evenings; 
but through the kindness of a few 
ministers, who only accepted their bare 
expenses, they were able to have the 
Gospel preached to them Sabbath after 
Sabbath. In 1856 Mr. Osborne occupied 
the puloit for five months; then age.in, 
until 1863, the Church was served by 
supplies, when a Mr. Peat preached for 
a few months. Up to the year 1864 
candidates for be.ptism went to Red
bourn to be baptized, there being no 
baptistry prior to that date. After Mr. 
Peat left Bethel, eupplies again occu
pied the pulpit until 1872, when Mr. 
Dawson was invited to supply for Fix 
months, with a view to the pastor
ate, and ultimately became pa&tor. He 
continued his labours amongst the 
Church until 1878, when he resigned. 
In 1880 application was made for Bethel 
to join the Metropolitan Association of 
Strict Baptist Churches. In January, 
1883, Mr. Bootle became pastor, but 
resigned in November of the same year, 
On February 3rd, 1886, e. thanksgiving 
service was held, because the debt of 
the chapel had been paid, having taken 
thirty-three years to e.ccomi,lish. In 
1889 Mr. Vincent accepted the pastorate 
until the end of the year, when he 
resigned, owing to ill-health. In 1894 

STEPNEY (REHOBOTH).-Thh 
se.ncta.e.ry was indeed e. Bethel to many 
who were favoured to be present at the 
29th anniversary services on November 
8th and 10th, the manifest presence of 
the Lord being realised. Oa.r pastor, 
Mr. J. Parnell, preached in the morning 
from Pee.. xxvii. 13, and in the evening 
from Pae., iv. 6. The following Tuesday 
afternoon Mr. R. Mutimer preached 
from Isa. xiii. 16. A good company of 
friends remained and partook of tee.. 
The evening meeting was presided 
over by F. J. Catchpole, Esq. The ohe.ir
me.n read Pae.. oxxii., and Mr. Bayes 
offered prayer. The president made 11, 
few well-chosen remarks upon " I will 
bless thee, and thou she.It be a 
blessing." He said we are blessed, to 
be a blessing, not to sit in our arm 
chair, but love shall make our willing 
feet in swift obedience run. The 
blessing God has blessed us with is to 
be passed on ....:. "Thou she.It be a 
blessing." Mr. H. F. Noyes spoke from 
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever." He remarked: 
I rejoice that all fulness ie in Him in 
reference to His mediatorial oapaoity, 
all resources are in Him, all power is 
His-justice, rifhteouanesa, govern
ment, the disposa. of all things-meroy, 
graoe, salvation, deliverance, guide.nee. 
Mr. W. H. Rose then addressed us from 
"For my brethren and companions' 
sake." He ~aid : In order that we may 
be e. blessing one to another, ask for 
the blessing of self-miniahment. When 
we are unable to feed upon Jesus Ohrillt 
-the hidden Manna-we shall not be 
able to feed others. We should seek the 
spirit of self-effacement ; the spirit of 
self-abandonment is necessary in the 
service of God, to spend and be spent for 
the Church. Mr. J. R. Debnam opoke 
from" I am He that Iiveth." He said: 
·A living Christ is the source and the 
perpetuation of Hid Church. The life o( 
Christ is the living happiness 11,nd 
theme of His redeemed. A living Christ 
gives proof of His triumph. Mr. E. 
White's subject was "0 how greo.t is 
Thy goodness I" eto. (Paa. xxxi. 19). 
He said : God is good in Himself, in the 
blessings He bestows. God's goodness 
is gree,t in its Author, in its Vl\lue, in its 
many blessings, It is great in provi-
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deuce, in gr&ee, in salvation, in the 
recipients, in its sa.tisfaction, in the 
troths of the Gospel, in special desi~n. 
Mr. F. C. Holden, arriving late, havinir 
oome from another meeting, said : I 
have jllst oalled in to_join with you in 
setting up another Ebenezer, sa.ying, 
•• Hitherto he.th the Lord helped us." I 
am here to express my heartfelt desire 
for yollr peace and your prosperity. The 
Lord be with yon, and the Lord bless 
you. Ollr pastor gave a brief address 
upon "My $OU1 shall be satisfied as with 
marrow e.nd fatness." This spiritual 
repast wa.s brought to e. close by singing 
the hymn, "Blessed be the tie that 
binds," eto.-HAYTER SCRIVENER. 

SNODLA.ND. -The Sllnday-3chool 
anniversary we.a celebrated on Wednes
day, Dec, 2nd, when Mr. A. B. Ha.ll 
preached e.n encouraging sermon from 
Matt. xviii. ll. A good company par
took of tea.. At the evening meeting 
Mr. Ha.11 presided. In reviewing the 
past, he felt there was oa.nse for praise, 
e.l>.d he exhorted the friends to stand 
ta.et by their principles. Interesting 
addresses wero given by brethren 
Walters a.nd Brown from Maidstone, 
Mr. E. Patterson a.nd Mr. J. Bellingham. 
The secretary rea.d the report, which 
wa.s cheering, after which some remarks 
were made by the Sllperintendent, Mr. 
E. Parris. Some recitations by sohola.rs 
followed, and we left, feeling thankful 
for the good da.y spent together. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA).-On Wed
nesday, December 2nd, we held e. social 
meeting, when a.bout 230 sat down to 
tea.. The meeting which followed was 
e. very helpful one, e.nd a. large number 
of friends gathered together. Before 
a.ny speeches were given, Ollr pastor, on 
hebe.It of the members, presented two 
clocks, one to Ollr Church secretary (Mr. 
A. E. Ga.rre.rd) e.nd the other to the 
Chllrcb tree.surer (Mr. J. Bird), e.s 
tokens of appreciation of their services 
during the time we were pa.storless. 
Ollr pastor spoke to ea.oh in words tba.t 
folly expressed Ollr feelings. Ollr 
brethren responded in a few words. 
Brethren H. Reynolds, C. Woods, J. 
Sayer, J. Motum, E. Chilvers, and our 
friend Mr. W. Ling, afterwards ad
dressed the meeting, e.t wbiob God's 
presence was realised. We regretted 
the absence of Ollr pastor's wife, owing 
to the illnoss of one of the children, e.nd 
a. vote of love was sent to her. On the 
~ollowing Sunday our pastor bad the 
Joy of ba.ptizing three sisters e.nd one 
~rotber, e.nd in the afternoon receiving 
1n _e.nd giving the right ba.nd of fellow
ship to fourteen, who desired to cast in 
their lot with us. It we.a e. sight that 
Will long be remembered. We can see 
that there are signs of further such 
gatherings, e.nd ollr earnest prayer is 

that God will •till a.bllndantly bless us, 
and tha.t the Word of God so fa.ithfolly 
a.nd fearlessly preached may be blessed 
to the large numbers who meet with u@. 
-W.B.M. 

NOTTING HILL GA.TE (BETHESDA). 
-"fbe 36th e.nniversa.ry of the openinl!' 
of this place of worship wa.s celebrated 
on Nov. 8th a.nd followin~ Tllesde.y. 
Mr. T. Ca.rr preached two excellent 
sermons on the former date, e.nd Mr, 
Mitchell in the afternoon of Tuesday. 
Tea having been pa.rte.ken of, a. public 
meeting we.a held, presided over by W. 
P. Goodley, Esq, The usual prelimi
naries having been gone through, in
cluding the reading of the 46th Psalm, 
brother Ackland based his remarks on 
Pea.Im lvii. '7. In these words he felt 
be bad touched the right key to the 
meeting. The Psalmist rejoiced in his 
own security in God's he.ode. Ce.n we 
sa.y, 

"O happy day that fixed my choice, 
On Thee my Saviour e.nd mr God?" 

Divine establishment in grace is a grand 
thing, but specie.Uy so in the present 
time. The apostle ea.ye, "Be not 011,rried 
about with everv wind of doctrine" 
(Ephes. iv. 14). In the'' Holy We.r" of 
Bunyan the enemy we.a not satisfied till 
he bad ga,ined the castle. There is 
sa,tisfa.otion in Christ, not in the world. 
There is a fixedness in Christ, fixed in 
the clefts of the Rook. Pastor Mitchell 
wa.s glad to see the yollng spee.kere. The 
psalms were an epitome of the whole 
Scriptures. P8&lm oxxii. 6, sa,ys, "Pra.y 
for the peace of Jerusa,lem." God'd 
children were e. praying people, there 
was not a. dumb child among them. One 
ea.id he wa.s born blind (spiritually), 
hilt none were born dllmb. Man was 
ma.de upright, e.nd when sin entered it 
ea.used him to look downward, but when 
spiritlla.l blessings 011,me, then be looked 
upward. Meditation is the Dllrse of 
prayer. The Cbe.irma.n, in the course of 
bis address said be attended this oba.pel 
thirty yea.re 11,go, when Mr. Crumpton 
wa,s pastor. He ea.id brother Freeman 
oompo.red the psalms to mincemeat so 
that the weakest might fMd, Brother 
.A.. Andrews ea.id pea.oe flowing from 
Christ fixes the heart. '' Consider Him 
tba.t endured Bllch contradiction of 
sinners age.inst Himself, lest ye be 
wearied" ( Heb. xii. 3). The apostle 
~peaks of tl.gbtings without and fears 
within. Christ endured the wra.tb of 
God, and the contumely of ea.rtb. Con
sider Him who ha.a entered heaven for 
ua. Consider Him 11,s the Great High 
Priest interceding by His own blood 
for His people. We need de.y by day_,. 
renewa,l of the e.pplioa.tion, f~r there_ 1s 
not a de.y without sin. Cons_1der _H1!11 
that He is the wisdom of God, 1Dfin1te In 
wisdom, knowing ollr wants both 
spiritual and temporal. Not only knows 
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them all, but infinite to supply, accord
ing to the needs of His living children. 
He knew one who was much bowed down; 
the words ea.me," Thy shoes shall be iron 
and bra.as" &c. Considering- Him will 
quell the ingratitude of a.n ·untha.nkful 
hea.rt. Brother C. T. Dykes took Neh. 
iv. 14, "Remember the Lord" on which 
to offer a few remarks. He said this is 
sound, practical advice. Nehemiah was 
zealous and jealous for the Lord. He 
wa.s not comfortable when he remem
bered the state of Zion, he dared to be 
singula.r. We all do well, a.s church 
members to remember the Lord. In the 
prophet's time they all put their 
shoulders to the wheel in ea.rnest. 
Sanballat opposed, and he must go out
side the city ; his ra.ce has not died out. 
Tobiah used sarcasm. To-day we ha.ve 
thoee who ridicule and use ea.rcasm. 
Then there were adversaries. Judah 
fixed his eyes on the rubbish. and had a 
mind to get up, but Nehemiah ea.me 
and said "Remember the Lord." His 
arm is not shortened, it is still as strong 
a.sever. If any join the Church because 
it is fashionable only, this will not help 
you. So in our prayers we find He often 
exceedeth our expectations. By-and-bye 
we shall not need the admonition, 
"Remember the Lord." Brother 
Oxborrow (deacon), announced with 
gratitude that the collections unitedly 
bad amonnted to £5 Hs.-W. C. B. 

EBENEZER, NAPIER ROAD, 
TOTTENHAM. 

THE opening services in connection 
with the new Sunday-schools were 
held on Thursday, December 3rd. The 
chair was occupied in the afternoon 
by John Piggott, Esq., L.C.C., who read 
a part of the lst and 2nd charters of the 
1st Book of Samuel, and afterwards 
called upon pastor R. E. Sears to engage 
in prayer. Mr. Piggott then addressed 
the meeting on" For this child I pray." 
Pastor E. Mitchell, of Cha.dwell-street, 
from Zech. iv. 10, "For who ha.th 
despised the day of small things 1" 
referred to the rebuke for a prevalent 
evil, and the encouragement for those 
engaged in the Lnrd's work. Pastor E. 
Marsh, of Stratford. took for his text 
"Tea.eh the Gospel," referring to the 
mission, message, and method. After 
sing in I? "All ha.ii the power of J esn's 
name,' Mrs. Piggott led the way to the 
new school, and, opening the door, 
declared the school open. Tea was 
provided in the schoolroom, when about 
100 friends sat down. 

EVENING MEETING. 

The chair was taken by Mr. Piggott, 
who read Pea. cxvi., after whioh Mr. 
Pallett, of Waltham Abbey, engaged in 
prayer. The pastor ma.de a. statement 
as to the financial position of the 
Building Fund, and read extracts from 

various letters he had received, enclo
sing subscriptions, and Mr. Littleton 
read the report and noooun ts. 

The chairman, in reviewing the state 
of education a.t the present day, referred 
to the small numbers attending Sunday
schools in comparison with the attend
ances at day-schools, and remarked ori 
the seriousness of the position in view of 
the Education Aot. He also referred to 
the Test Acts and Church Rates of years 
gone by, anrl mentioned as a -1.ext 
applicable to the Tottenham friends the 
words, "I know thy works; behold, I 
have set before thee an open door, and 
no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and ha.et kept My word, 
and hast not denied My name" (Rev. 
iii. 8). 

On the propose.I of the pastor, 
seconded by Mr. R. E. Seara, a vote of 
thanks was accoreled to Mr. Piggott for 
his kindness in presiding at the after
noon and evening meetings, and Mrs. 
Piggott for opening.the school. 

Mr. R. E. Sears remarked upon the 
importance of distinctive principles 
being ta.ught. in the Sunday-school and 
addressed the meeting from the words, 
" Thne is a sound of abundance of 
rain," noticing that rain typified bless
ing, and that this sound could be traced 
in the promises of God, and where 
there is much prayer a.nd earnest effort. 

Mr. G. Savage took for his subject the 
words in Deut. xx. 5, noticing that 
the "officers" indicated men who were 
consecrated, and the word "dedication" 
was a word full of meaning and was 
equivalent to consecration and ea.notifi
cation. 

Mr. W. Stanley Martin, from the 
words, "Every man a. beam," spoke of 
the importance of Sunday-school work 
and the need of more efficiency, and 
from the words, "Dea.th in the pot," 
referring to the poison in much of 
present-day literature, ~hi~h !]-eeds to 
be counteracted by • brmgmg the 
meal" of God's Word into the teaching 
of the Sunday-school. 

Mr. Loosley, Secretary of M.A.S.B.C. 
Sunday-school Committee, a.sked the 
question conte,incd in Ezra v. 9, "Who 
commanded you to build this house and 
to make up these walls 1" and giving 
as the answer," Your great love to Him 
who hath done so muoh for you has 
constrained the building of this house," 
also " Your love to thti oh ildren " and 
"Y~u e,re the servants of God," and as 
such the life should accord with the 
profession, and the servant 5hould be 
faithful and earnest, and live near to 
the throne of grace. 

Mr. Gill, of Norwich, spoke of the 
i mportance of definite teaching in the 
Sunday•Ecnool, e,nd the,t the teacher 
should take the Cross e,s the starting 

point. 
Votes cf thanks were accorded to the 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 31 

soeakers o.od others, and espeoiallr to • 
the builder, Mr. Walker, who briefly 
re•ponded. Colleotiona amounted to 
£20.-W. L. 

GURNEY ROAD, STRATFORD. 
THE 3Hh 11,oniverse,ry of the Church 
w11.a commemorated on Nov. 22nd and 
24th. 

On Lord's-day, 22nd, we 'l'I ere favoured 
by the presence of Mr. J.B. North.field, 
of March, who was greatly helped of 
the Lord to speak in the morning from 
the words of David. Paa. lxii. 2, and in 
the evening from Col. i. 28, 11, time of 
blessing, enconragement, and refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord was 
experienced by many. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. H. T. 
Chilvers preached a most enconrae:ing 
sermon to a large congregation from 
the question the Lord pnt to Sarah," Is 
anything too hard for the Lord?" (Gen. 
xviii. 14), and the answer oontained in 
Jeremiah's prayer and oonfession. 
"There is nothing too hard for Thee" 
(Jer. xxxii. 17). 

A large company gathered for tea in 
the new school bnildings (upon which 
many remarks of praise 11,nd enconre,ge
ment were given), and at 6.45 the pnblic 
meeting commenced. The chair was 
ably and gracionsly filled by Mr. A. 
Boulden, of the Surrey Tabernaole, who 
apologised for the absence of Mr. 0. S. 
Dolbey, through indisposition. In his 
address, the chairman gave words of 
good counsel and encouragement, and 
expressed his prayerfnl desires for tbe 
prosperity of the Oh urob, and before 
leaving gave practical proof in sub
stantial help. 

EXTRACT OF REPORT. 
In the Chnrch Secretary's report, 

thankfulness at the restoration to health 
of the pastor was expressed, and a 
general outline of the work during the 
year given, all the organisations being 
healthy, and the work of the Snnday
school improving, and the financial 
position. 

A sum of .£95 3s. 9j_ had been expended 
in necessary repairs on the chapel build
ings, and the new Sunday-school build
ings had been oompleted at a cost (free
hold) of .£1,283 5s. 6d., of which £981 12a. 
3:\d. had been raised. leaving a balance 
yet to be raised of .£301 13B. 2¾d., add to 
this .£95 3s. 9d. expended on chapel, 
making a total of .£396 rns. II¼d. now 
wanted to wipe ont the liabilities of the 
Church on the Buildings' Acoonnt. To 
cover this, for the present we are in
debted to the M.A. Loan Fund for £400. 
Any outside help from any of our 
friends would be greatly esteemed and 
aoknowledged. 

Addresses were given first by Mr. 
R. E. Se&rs. His theme was Christ, 
the Man of Sorrows; but not only so, He 

is also the Man of Gladness. His remarks 
were, as nsnal, atimnlating and helpful. 

That of Mr. E. White, the experienee 
of the Christian, "When I am weak, 
then 11,m I strong," made weak to kill 
pride and self-confidence, bnt strong by 
the power of the Holy Ghost to labonr, 
strong in conrage and prayer. 

Mr. J. E. Flegg : •· The Chief Ruler" 
cameontof Judah. David,themanafter 
God's own heart, sprung ont of Judah, 
so also "The Chief Ruler," the Lord 
J eaus Christ; He is Lord of all, 
infinite in wisdom, invincible in power. 

Mr. H. T. Chilvers, "The wonders of 
the Gospel," what it has wronght; 
ancient, yet always new; its final 
trinmph to its Anthor, "every knee shall 
bow." It must trinmpn socially, morally, 
and spiritually. 

The pastor, in moving a vote of 
thanks to the chairman, expressed his 
R"ratitnde to God and all the friends 
from whom we had received so muoh 
kindness, and introduced two new 
deacons, brethren C. Webb and J. 
Taylor, who seconded and supported 
the vote. 

After a brief acknowledgment from 
the chair, a very happy and successful 
meeting was closed with the Bene
diotion. 

The collections amonnted to £16 3s. 
II½d, J. H. R. 

MOUNT ZION, CHADWELL STREET. 
ANNIVERSARY services in connection 
with this historic plo.ce of worship were 
celebrated on Dec. 13th and 15th. 

The proceedings commenoed with 
a prayer-meeting at 10 o'clock, our 
beloved pastor being present. Mr. 
Frioker, our senior deacon, whose con
nection with the Chnrch dates ho.ok 
over fifty years, presided. Our esteemed 
brother having been very poorly, we 
were gratefnl to the Lord for enabling 
him to take his place o.s President upon 
the usual anniversary day. 

The opening hymn, "Mount Zion's 
faithful King," was most suitable, after 
the singing of which our cho.irman 
read Psalms xlvi. and xlviii., whioh so 
sweetly describe the "City of God." 
Under very strong emotion, our brother 
referred to the opening of the chapel 
exactly fifty years ago, the Church 
previously meeting in Nelson-street. 
Monot Zion, Cho.dwell-Rtreet, was 
opened Dec. nth, 18!i3. During that 
long period the Churoh ho.a only 
had two pastors, and has been 
preserved in peace and nnity. Our 
hr0ther emphllsized the last verse of 
Paa. xlviii., "For this God is our God 
for ever and ever," &c. Several 
approprio.te JJrayers were then offered. 

At II o'olock our pastor, Mr. Mitohell, 
conducted the ~ervice, the opening 
hymn being" Awake, my soul, in joyful 
lays." He then reo.d, and briefly com-
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mented on Psa. l:u:xiv. and Heb. x., 
after whioh he offered a most touohing 
prayer. His text was taken from Paa. 
o. 4, 5, "Enter into His ooorts with 
thanksgiving," &c. Thanksgiving was 
the keynote of the sermon. He referred 
in very kindly tones to brother Fricker, 
and one dear sister in the gallery, who 
had been there from the commenoe• 
ment. Fifteen years ago he preaohed 
their anniversary sermon, and for over 
fourteen years he had been our pastor, 
he divided hissnbjeot as follows :-I. A 
call to public worship. II. With the 
spirit of thankfulness. III. Some 
reasons for this. (1) For the Lord is 
good ; (2) His mercy is everlasting, &c. 
The sermon was much enjoyed. 

In the evening, at 6.30, the service was 
conducted by pastor 0. S, Dalbey 
(Surrey Tabernacle), who spoke from 
Psa. lxviii.11, "The Lord gave the word : 
great was the company of those that 
published it," dealing- with the follow
ing points :-(1) The Word (God's 
Word); (2) The Giver (the Lord) ; (3) 
The publishers. 

On Tuesday afternoon, at 3.30, the 
sermon was preached by our friend, 
pastor B. J. Northfield (March). As on 
the Lord's-day, the opening hymn we.s 
"Awake, my soul, in joyfol le.ys." Our 
brother ree.d for his lesson, Ephes. iv., 
and his text was taken from the latter 
pa.rt of the 32nd verse, "For Christ's 
sake." He dwelt chiefly on the experi
mental side of Christianity, e.nd while 
touching upon the glorious doctrines of 
our faith, he excelled in dwelling upon 
the realization of so.I vation in the soul. 
He made much of the plea," For Christ's 
sake." In our brother's closing remarks, 
he a.II uded to the persecutions endured by 
the saints," For Christ's sake," mention
ing " Polyce.rp," and also drew atten
tion to those brethren who are man
fully resisting the onward march of 
Rome. 

A large number of friends se.t down 
to tea. At 6.16 the chair we.s occupied 
by the pastor (.Mr. Mitchell), who we.s 
supported by brethren J. Buehl~' Fells, 
0. S. Dolbey, Thoe. Jones, R. mutimer, 
e.nd B. J. Northfield. 

After the opening hymn the pastor 
read Pee.. cxxii. and then asked one of 
his old boys (Pastor Dadswell) to offer 
prayer. After this, the chairman 
greeted his brethren e.nd friends in the 
no.me of the Lord, especially those who 
he.d so kindly come from sister 
Churches. He then briefly reviewed the 
work of the paet year, which had been e. 
trying one, but still the presence of the 
Lord Jesus we.a realized, e.nd nothing 
could so delight our hearts e.s a sight 
of Him. 

Pastor F. Fells (Highbury), spoke on 
the words, "The Lord will perfect the.t 
which concerneth us," striking e. fine 
keynote to the meeting. 

Brother Bush based his remarks on 
"The thin1ts which cannot be shaken" 
(Heb. xii. 27). True love could not be 
she.ken, and especially the love of Christ 
and His finished work on our behalf. 

Brother 0. S. Dolbey referred to Mr, 
Mitchell's visit to Surrey Tabernacle 
on the past Se.bbe.th, which he.d been 
blessed, and 11,ddressed the friends from 
Me.I. iv. 17, "But unto yon that fear My 
name she.II the Sun of Righteousness 
a.dee," &c. 

Pastor Thoe. Jones ge.ve us a few 
thoughts on Ephes. iii. 19, '' To know the 
love of Christ, which passeth k:now
led ge." 

Brother Mutimer on "The faithful
ness of God," and pastor Northfield e. 
few olosing word~. 

The pastor thanked the friends for 
e.11 their love e.nd kindness, e.nd the 
happy de.y closed with the Doxology 
e.nd prayer. The attendances were good 
e.nd the collections very satisfactory. 

D. BUTCHER. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE Janne.ry number of the Quarterly 
Record contains e. portrait a.nd eltetch 
of the le.te Dr. Borrett White, for eo 
many yea.re e. we.rm e.nd ve.lue.ble sup
porter of the Institution. There are 
other interesting illustrations e.nd a. 
variety of articles dealing with the 
various aspects of godly old age and the 
pressing needs of this important e.nd 
widely-eprea.d work. Copies will be 
forwarded on application at the office. 

Leaflets and ot~:r• publications will 
be gle.dl y sent to any friends willing to 
distribute them among those likely tn 
contribute. "A Sketch of the Life of 
Agnes Hee.thfield," for forty-two years 
e. lady visitor, will be found e.n ad
mirable booklet, both e.s a record of 
gre.oioue service and e.n incentive to 
increased effort on behalf of the 
Society. . . 

With the comme;cement of the New 
Yee.r, the committee make an earne~t 
e.ppee.l for e.dditione.l support, the pre
sent time being especially suitable for 
entering new e.nnae.l eubsoriptions and 
donations. By enrolling the no.mes of 
younger members of families, interest 
is often creo.ted whioh lasts during life; 
severe.I existing subscribers have thaR 
contributed from earliest yea.re, e.nd 
contributions of 7s., l0a., e.nd 14s. a.re 
so moderate in amount the.t they would 
be within the means of me.ny. Collect
ing boxes e.nd cards will be ~ladly sup
plied to e.ny friends e.pply1ng to the 
office. ... 

No less the.n 1,6~0 pensioners, living 
in a.II pa.rte of the United Kingdom, are 
now upon the books. When it is remem-
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bered that all are life annuitants, and 
that the peneioneamount to upwards of 
£12,600 par annum, it will be readily 
understood how weighty are the respon
sibilities of the Sooiety. In addition to 
this sum, more than £1,800 yearl[ are 
needed for the due maintenance o the 
four Homes, in whioh 180 recipients 
dwell, At a recent public meeting one 
of the speakers said : "The Society is 
one of the most eoonomioally-mana.ged 
Iostitutione in the Metropolie," and the 
committee ever keep before them 
economy and effio!e'!cy, 

* Let us aim to secure support from 
new oiroles of friends and from persons 
in all ages and stations of life. The 
multiplioation of small contributions 
we specially desire, for, if we mistake 
not, in all Christian service in the 
future they will have to be depended 
upon and worked up more and more. It 
is noticeable at the present time in all 
forms of ChriRtia.n enterprise what 11, 
small share is ta.ken by men, of whom 
we should like to see more imitating 
the example of the many ladies who 
serve the Society so loyally. There ie 
increasing encouragement in the growth 
of interest among children, the number 
of Sunday-schools in whioh oolleoting 
boxes are used growing from year to 
year, and so 11, wider and more intelli
gent knowledge of this work is pro
moted among the young. 

MRS. ELIZABETH CODD. 
This Christian lady entered eternal 

rest on Oot. 30th. She had reached the 
age of 89, I frequently visited her at 
the Home for Invalids, 1, Highbury 
Terrace, N. Dnring the last days of her 
life here, she said," I have not changed, 
I die 11, Protestant." She was a firm 
adherent to salvation by graoe, having 
realized its power in her own soul. The 
following is from the pen of pastor J. 
E. Hazelton, of Hill-street, Doreet
square. "The late Mrs. Elizabeth Codd 
was for many years a member at 
'Mount Zion,' Chadwell-street. After 
the death of Air. Hazelton, she removed 
to Upper Holloway, and I believe joined 
the Church at Elthorne-roa.d. She was 
a deeply ex12erienoed and spiritually 
minded Chnetian lady of superior 
eduoation, and was especially useful in 
comforting the weary and depressed. 
As 11, youth and 11, seeker, I reoeived from 
her much spiritual help, visiting her 
ocoaeionally at Barnet, where for many 
years she kept a eohool. Her father was 
a Congregational minister, who diod 
long before I knew her, and one of her 
nephews was the late Principal Cave, 
D.D., of Hackney College. One of her 
oldest friends was the late M.rs. 

Septimus Sears, of Clifton, Beds. She 
was deeply attached to Mr. Hazelton's 
ministry, and he highly valued her as 11, 
most useful member of the Church. 
Her memory will not fade as lon~ ae 
any remain who knew this gracious 
and tender-spirited woman, now with 
the Lord." I have only known her for 11, 
few years, but the remembrance of her is 
blessed indeed. The Lord be praised for 
her life and triumphant death.-FRANX: 
FELLS, Highbory Place Chapel. 

SARAH DEBENHAM. 
It is raoorded, "Write, BlesRed are 

the dead which die in the Lord." Sarah 
Debenham, for forty-four years 11, mem
ber of Providence Church, Glemsford, 
sweetly fell asleep in ,Jesus on Nov. H. 
Truly she was 11, mother in Israel. and 
we sorely miss her. Her gentleness and 
her love for God's ea.use was very con
spiouous, indeed she was 11, peacemaker. 
She was baptized at the age of 17, and 
walked consistently over fifty-nine 
years as 11, member of Christ's Church 
on earth. She was not without her 
trials in life, for she was 11, widow for 
forty-three years; but, being 11, praying 
woman, she passed through them sll 
and ended her days in peace. Jost 
before she fell asleep in Jesus, her two 
sone, who stood by her dying oouoh, 
were asked to walk in her footsteps, 
and said it was all right with her sonl. 
We laid her to rest in snre and certain 
hope on November 19th, and preached 
her funeral sermon on the following 
flunday afternoon to a large congrega
tion. " So one by one they cross the 
river."-O. H. CUDMORE, 

MR. HENBY THOMAS GRIGG, 
On 18th September, my beloved father 

was called to be "with Christ," and 
friends have assured me that a little 
memorial sketch of one so long known 
as the beloved pastor of the Baptist 
Church, Dorman's Land, Surrey, would 
be of interest to readers of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL, who may have known him in 
years gone by, There may even yet be 
some who remember his early con
tributions to the pages of the GOSPEL 
HERALD, as well as others who cherish 
the memory of hie 00011,sional minis
trations in various ohapels of the 
denomination, Born at Ruislip, ne&r 
Uxbridge, my hther was christened 
11,ud confirmed as 11, member of th~ 
Church of England. When about H 
years of age he went to London, and 
was ta.ken by hie Christian employer to 
a little Nonconformist place of worship, 
where he became deeply convicted of 
sin. In deep soul-distress1 longing for 
pardon, but seeing no way 1n which God 
oould forgive sin, and yet be "just," he 
one Sonday entered Sboreditoh Church. 
The Gospel of the grace of God was 
clearly, faithfully proclaimed, and so 
powerfully did it enter the hungering 
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•oul of the young hearer t'1at he sa.w 
with joy how God, in Jems Christ, could 
he both "A just God and a Saviour." 
'.J:'ea.rs of sorrow ga. ve place to tears of 
Joy as he drank in the wondrous truths 
now revealed as never before. Soon he 
was led to attend the ministry of Mr. 
John Stevens, the honoured pastor of 
Meard's Court Chapel, Soho, and was 
there baptized and received into Church
fellowship. Under such a weighty 
ministry, how the spiritual life deepened 
and bore fruit, first in earnest and 
blessed efforts on behalf of his own 
family, then in other forms of eervice 
which eventually led to his entering the 
Christian ministry, In 1849 my father 
was invited to the pastorate of the 
Church at Dorman's La.nd. For a long 
time his decision wa.s deferred, so 
anxious was he to be fully assured of 
the Lord's will, At length, after a. 
second invitation he could not decline 
the call which was so manifestly of God, 
and many gracious tokens of Divine 
approval were soon granted. For thirty. 
yea.re he laboured on a.a" a good minister 
of Jesus Christ,'' illustrating in e. holy, 
consistent life, the Gospel he loved to 
preach. Truly he was '' gentle toward 
all men," while" contending earnestly," 
"not anl?TilY" (his own expression) 
•• for the faith," e. father indeed, not to 
his own children simply, but to all the 
little flock under his pastoral care. How 
they loved and trusted their dear pa.star, 
the sharer of their joys and sorrows, 
thPir counsellor and friend in times of 
difficulty a.nd temptation I How they 
grieved when at the close of 18H he 
was compelled through failing health to 
resign the charge, and subsequently to 
remove to London I In the years of 
retirement many were blessed by his 
personal influence. So fragrant with 
the love of Christ, and oh I how many 
more were enriched through His lovinl!' 
ministry of intercession I To" think" 
of any seemed always with him to mean 
praying for them : the fact that the 
Lord brought them to his remembrance, 
he accepted a.s e. call to prayer on their 
behalf. The le.et illness was loni;r and 
distressing, but his desire we.9 "~ ot so 
much for deliverance from the trouble 
as that it might be sanctified." And 
now the weariness is ended, the eternal 
rest begun. Our dear father is "most 
blessed for ever." Exceeding gla.d with 
the light of God's unveiled counten
ance. Father and mother are "For 
ever with the Lord I " For ever to
gether after thirty-five years of separa
tion, our mother having been called 
home at the early age of 37. We would 
nnt rP""-11 thA Jnved ones who are" with 
Him," but ask for 

"The wings of faith to rise 
Within the veil and see, 

The aaints above how great their joys, 
How bright their glories be," 

and for grace to follow them "who 

thrcug-h faith and patience inherit the 
promise~."-MABY GRIGG. 

J. M. HAZELTON, 

beloved wife of pastor J. Hazelton, of 
St. Neots, was born of godly parents Bt 
Castle Hedingham, Essex. She was in 
early life convinced of sin, and brought 
to seek sa.lva.tion, being muc)l helped 
under sermons preached by Mr. Ward, 
of Le.xfield, from Pea. Ii. 7, and her 
husband, from Rom. viii. 14. She WB,S 

m!'-rried in Ma.y, 1891, a.nd was be.ptized 
with four others by her husband at 
We.ttishe.m, in March, 1895. In 1895 she 
had a severe illnese, from which she 
never fully recovered. And since the 
birth of her last child in 1901, ehe he
came weaker. In February last, on her 
return from the funeral ot her beloved 
mother, medical a.id ha.i to be 
Rummoned. On July 25th, having 
recovered somewhat, she left home with 
the children to visit her beloved father 
and sister at Great Ma.plestead, E,sex, 
hoping that the change might be bene
fio1e.l. But God's thoughts were other
wise. After being there a.bout a. week 
she wrote that she felt she was being 
called to face death, and said. "Who, 
except Jesus shines within, can look the 
monster in the face 1" Mr. Ha.z•lton 
hurried to her side, and learned from 
the medioa.l man that he thought she 
couli'I. not continue here more than three 
weeks longer. After hearing this she 
very oa.lmly ea.id, "Well, I have been 
praying the Lord to make short work of 
it, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." 
On being asked how she felt in prospect 
of death, and of leaving her beloved 
husband and children, she replied, 
" Some time back the Lord had told me 
that where He is I shall be also, and 
that in the Father's house there a.re 
many ma.nsjons, and that is j uat where 
I am reslling-on what Christ is, and 
what He has promised." Astodear ones, 
she had made all possible provision, 
feeling she should soon leave them. 
From this tin::e the Lord was pleased to 
give her grace to calmly and quietly 
look death in the face. She often quoted 
pnssa.JeB of Scripture and hymns, 
espeo1e.lly he.. xliii. 2, "When thou 
pnssest through the waters," &o., and 2 
Cor. iv. 17. " For our lij!'ht affliction," 
&o. And often expressed the wish to be 
gone, a.nd that the Lord would be 
pleased to give her grace to bear all He 
had appointed. She lost much of the 
evidences she h11d so treasured, but said 
she was going home by the merits of 
Another, and quoted the lines:-

" Thus though o. sinner I nm so.ie ; 
He pleads before the throne, 

His life, His death, on my bebo.l!, 
And calls my sins His own." 

The words" Your redemption dre.weth 
nigh," were sweetly applied to her. Next 
d&y on Mr. Hazelton enquiring if it 
seemed very dreadful before her, she 
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enquired with surprise, "Dreadful I 
why, what is there dreadful in redemp-
tion 7" The end we.a now fast e.pproe.oh
ing. Her bodily sufferings were dreadful 
to witness. Yet never onoe did we hear a. 
murmur. She had already ta.ken her 
farewell of the dear children, and now, 
nn Sept. 21st, the la.at night of heni on 
earth, she a.eked for Pee.. :u:iii. to be 
read, evidently thinking of "pe.aein(l 
throu~h the valley of the shadow of 
death. ' &c. She told us she had had the 
words applied, "Weeping may endure 
for the night, but joy cometh in the 
morning." It we.a e. most pe.infal night 
for her, and often she sighed out, 
"Where Thou a.rt, Lord, I would be," &o. 
Next morning she a.eked for Psalm xlvi. 
tobe read to her-her last Scripture. The 
morning we.a spent very restlessly, and in 
the afternoon she passed into a. kind of 
stupor. In the evening, a.t 6.45, she was 
seized with a. choking from which we 
could not relieve her. She called on us 

of the Church of England, without the 
power of the Gospel in his heart. As a, 
young man he came into Wycombe, 
seeking employment, which he found. 
He also found e. young woman upon 
whom his affections bece.me fixed, no 
more to be removed till the day of 
death. As she attended N ewla.nd Chapel 

to pra.y, and then prayed herself, and so 
struggled on. Her power of speeoh 
failed. Her husband a.eked her if it was 
a.ll right with her, e.ndquoted the words, 

"I feel this mnd-wn.lled cottage shake, 
And long to see it fall." 

Her sister quoted the words:-
" In that dren.d moment oh to bide 

Beneath the sheltering blood." 

To these she responded with a. nod and 
pressure of the band. It had been 
previously arranged that if e.ll should 
be well with her, e.nd she should be 
unable to speak, she should hold up her 
he.nd, a.nd after e. while she did this, 
holding the bands of her beloved 
husband and sioter. She ge.ve a, turn, 11,lld 
her spirit, as we firmly believe, went to 
be" with Christ, whioh is fe.r better," 
on Sept. 22nd, at 10.30 p.m. On Sept. 
28th, her remains were le.id to rest olose 
beside her dear mother's in Castle 
Hedinghe.m Cemetery. Brother Folke.rd, 
of lpswiob, who buried the mother in 
February, offioie.ted, e. goodly number 
of friends and sympathisers being 
present. Her father, Mr. J. Jay, was for 
years dee.con at Sible Hedinll'he.m 
Pe.rtioular Baptist Chapel, e.nd is highly 
respeoted. Pastor J. Hazelton says:
After watohing by her side for eight 
weeks she wa.s taken awe.y from me, a.ad 
I was obliged to return with my four 
motherless ohildren (one adopted) to 
our home at St. N eots, having left her 
poor body so me.ny miles distant. The 
friends at St. N oete a.nd elsewhere, have 
been kind and sympathetio. The blow 
is heavy, and the out is deep, yet he is 
oonsoled at the thought the.t her loss, he 
folly believes, is her unepee.ke.ble gain. 

( which at the.t time was in the hands of 
Striot Be.ptists), he must needs go there 
also. He was captured in the Gospel 
net. In 1863 the present Zion Chapel 
was opened, and our brother we.s one of 
the firet (with her who he.d then 
become his wife) to be be.ptized by the 
first pastor, the late Mr. H. W. Stem
bridge. Thus, for over forty and a-ha.If 
years he stood an honourable member of 
the Church at "Zion.'' In 1868 he was 
elected to the office of dee.cou, which he 
consistently sustained to the la.st. Not 
likely to he forgotten are the last words 
he spoke in the ohurch. A few weeks 
a.go, j net after the Ordinanoe of the 
Lord's Supper, when some young friends 
had just received the right hand of 
fellowship, scaroely able to stand, he 
said it was probably the last time he 
should meet with them (and so it 
proved) ; he most kindly and lovingly 
expressed himself on behalf of the new 
members and of the whole Church. Our 
brother oultive.ted no thorns for his 
dying pillow through hard words and 
unkind conduot towards his pastor, or 
in any way in the Church. Would to 
God the same could be said of every so
called deaoon I For twelve years, on the 
Lord's-day morning, he regularly met 
the writer in the vestry, and with a, 
hearty grip or the he.nd would say, 
"The Lord bless you, e.nd make the 
Word a, blessing to-day," or other kind 
words to the same effeot. Whenever the 
doors . of the sanctuary were open for 
servioe, whether on Lord's-day or week
evening, no matter what the weather, 
he would be present, unless 011,lled away 
on special business to other towns; and 
whenever that we.a the 011,se, he would 
try and find out e. cause of truth. He 
was a, lover of godly, free-graoe preach
ers. On two ocoasions he 11,ooompa,nied 
the writer into Suffolk to attend the 
e.nnne.l meetings of the Norfolk and 
Suffolk Associations, whioh he enjoyed 

JAMES MAUNDER (HIGH WYCOMBE) 

p1.ssed pee.cefully over the J orde.n into 
the goodly le.nd on Deoember 1st. after 
a long and painfnl affliction. He was 
brought up in ~e rites a.nd ceremonies 

immensely, save one part of one of the 
servioes at Blakenham. Our brother was a, 
lover of pe••ce to e. fa.nit. Truly the lan
guage of his heart and lip we.a concern• 
ing Zion : "Peace be within thy walls, 
and prosperity within thy pale.oes." His 
bones were le.id to rest in the I ps w ic h 
Cemetery amid many tokens of g-rief 
and reepeot. On Lord's-day evening-, 13th, 
it was the writer'd painful lot to make 
special allusion to the past consistent 
life and deoee.se of our brother, basing 
our remarks on the words, •· An old 
disciple," and seeking in so doing to extol 
the love of God and the riches of His 
gre.oe, whioh had made our brother a 
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dieoiple of J eeue Christ, and had kept 
him faithful and honourable these 
forty years in the wilderness. 0 that 
God may be pleased to bless the young 
men with as much love to His oa.use, 
and raise up many more for the same 
purpose. 

" When the wea.ry ones we love 
Enter on their rest above, 
Wben tbeir words of love and cheer 
Fall no longer on our ear; 
Hash! be every murmur dumb, 
It 1s only 'till He come.'" 

J. PHILLIPS (WALTHAMSTOW) 

passed peacefully a.way on August 9th. 
Our brother was born of godly parent
age, but realised that the natural heart 
is against Christian teaohing. But He 
who says He will work, worked in Hie 
own mysterious way, and our brother, 
having arrived at manhood, became 
a~quai.nted with hie future wife,._ and, 
to please her, attended at the i:strict 
Baptist Chapel of their native place, 
Being convicted under a sermon 
preached by Mr. Holland, and after 
being in deep soul-trouble for some 
twelve months, hardly able to sleep at 
night, was set at liberty under another 
sermon preached by Mr. Holland, and 
C11,me before the Church at Ebenezer, 
Cottenha.m, He was ba.ptized in the 
river near there by Mr, Warren. He 
afterwards came to live at Waltha.m
etow, and joined the Ca.use at Zion, 
Maynard-road, where he stood as a 
member for twenty-two yea.re, and as a 
dee.con for fifteen yerre. He was blessed 
with a roe.lised Iiearnese to the Lord 
when in prayer, and had a strong desire 
to speak in the Lord's name. He often 
spoke at our prayer meetinge, and on 
one particular occasion, when being 
without a minister, our brother took 
the services on the Lord's-day, and 
having a deep, thoughtful knowledge 
of the truths of the Word, the sea.son 
was felt to be sweet, and the presence 
of the Lord was realised. He had been 
a sufferer for a long time from a com
plication of dieeaeeeband endured mnoh 
in hie la.et de.ye ; ut hie mind was 
dwelling on the finished work of hie 
Lord, and hie conversation was most 
refreshing. He fell asleep resting on 
the complete righteousness of hie 
Redeemer. He was laid to rest in 
Wa.lthametow Cemetery on Wednesday. 
August 12th, Mr. Margerum officiating, 
and on Lord's-day, August 16th, Mr. 
Licence preached the funernl discourse, 
-H.C.T. 

ALBERT SONES, 

widow and six ohildren to mourn hie 
loee,whom we pray the Lord will sustain, 
comfort and provide for. He was a kind 
husband and a good father. Oh may 
hie God be their God. Hie body was 
la.id to rest in the Chapel Burial
ground on Sunday afternoon, Ootober 
18th, by our pastor, H. M. Morling. 
About 700 gathered round the grave. 
Our brother was very muoh esteemed 
by hie fellow-workmen and in the 
neighbourhood, he being respected as a 
Christian man. He has been an hononr
a.ble member of Aldringha.m Baptist 
Church a.bout twenty-four years; a 
deacon and tree.surer of the Churcb for 
upwards of ten yea.re, the duties of 
whioh offioee he faithfully dieoha.rged. 
We shall miss him. He had the cause 
of God at heart, and rejoiced to see 
signs of prosperity. On Sunday after
noon, Ootober 25th, our pastor ma.de 
special reference of our departed 
brother from the worde, "Enoch 
walked with God and was not, for 
God took him." Thie was very appro
priate ; suitable hymns were sung, and 
a very large oongrega.tion attended the 
service, showing the high esteem in 
which our beloved brother was held. To 
ue, as a Church, it seems to ea.y, "Be 
still, and know I am thy God." Onr one 
desire and prayer is that God will raise 
up others who will follow in the steps 
of such and be as useful in the Churoh 
of Gocl.-J, S. OXBORROW. 

REBECCA THRUSTON (LEIBTON, 
SUFFOLK), 

the widow of the late Ueorge Thrneton, 
whose death was reoorded in the August 
number of the E. V, & G, H., was called 
home on September 14th, at the ripe 
age of 74 yea.re, They were not long 
separated, for both a.re now at home 
with the Lord. Onr sister had to pass 
through muoh suffering the la.et few 
weeks of her life, and her one desire 
was that the Lord would take her home. 
She has been an honourable member of 
the Aldringha.m Baptist Church for 
eeveral yea.re. Her body was le.id to rest 
in the Chapel Burial-ground on Sep
tember 19th. our esteemed pastor (H. M. 
Morling) officiating. He spoke very 
feelingly to the bereaved family, direct
ing them to look through this vale of 
tea.re to the glorious home beyond. Our 
pastor ma.de a few remarks reapeoting 
the death of our sister the following 
Lord's-day from Pea. oxvi. 6, " Gra.oiou• 
is the Lord, and righteous: yee,, our 
God is meroiful."-J. S. OxnoRROW, 

Our beloved brother Albert Sones, of WHEN we trust to frames and feelings, 
Leiston, Suffolk, was very suddenly as soon as they a.re gone the soul is die
called home on October 14th, while at ooura.ged and dejected; but when we 
hie business, at the age of 49 yea.re. It trust in God's promises, which a.re 
could not be said that our brother was always the ea.me, then it is we a.re right, 
a strong man. Hie sufferings at times and a sense of God's unchangeable love 
depressed him, and had an impression towards us, proceeding from euoh trust, 
(which proved correct) that he was not I fires our souls with a continual love 
long for this world. He has left a towards Him.-Rnmaine, 



JONAH'S PRAYER. 
BY JOHN HAZELTON. 

"Then Jone.h pre.yed unto THE LOBD his God out of the fish's belly."
Jone.h ii. 1. 

PREACHERS sometimes allude to Old Testament saints as types of 
our Divine Master in a forced and fanciful manner. In the case of 

Jonah, however, we tread confidently on the authority of Christ Himself, 
and assert without hesitation that the career of this remarkable man was 
providentially ordered or pe_rmitted, that prophetically, or by way of 
anticipation, it might furnish a series of illustrations of the wonderful 
life, actions, death, and resurrection of our great saving and delivering 
Lord. 

Thi~ appears in the prophet's being cast 1:nto the sea, which bears no 
small resemblance to the death of Christ. An important contrast is, 
indeed, observable. J onah's disobedience caused his trouble. The 
mariners were reluctant to throw him overboard, and besought that his 
blood might not be laid to their charge, whereas the sinless and obedient 
Saviour was delivered to those who longed for His death, and craved 
that His blood might be on them and their children. But the points of 
similarity are very striking. Jonah wa& cast into the sea with his own 
consent; he was immolated for the sake of others who could be preserved 
only by his peril, while the stormy sea, fit emblem of the wrath of God, 
became calm as soon as his body was engulfed by its troubled waters. 
So Chnst appeased God's penal anger, and saved from destruction those 
for whom He gave His life 11, ransom. 

His remaining three days and three nfqhts in the fish, corresponns to 
the burial of the Redeemer for a part of three entire days. The whale 
sw11llowed the prophet. Never before had it received such a morsel ; 
nor did the grave previously enclose such n. prisoner ll.B Jesus. 

God, in His own time, "spake unto the fish, and it vomited out 
Jonah upon the dry land." So, His justice being satisfied, He spoke 
to Death to surrender his prey, and angels were sent to roll away the 
stone from the entrance to the sepulchre, and the great Master's own sign 
was verified to His generation (Matt. xii. 40). Hence, when we preach 
the Gospel, we preach " that Christ died for our sins, and that Hl' wa, 
buried-for this is an e,sential fact in relation to our salvation-and 
that He rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures" 

The prophet, when savNl from his awful peril, proceeded to Nineveh, 
and delivered a mes~age which saved a wicked populace from imminent 
destruction. This amwers to the proclamation of Christ to the Gentiles 
by His apostles after His resurrection. Should we not, ~erhaps more 
than we do, '' remember that we were Gentiles in the flesh.' My heart 
is often stirred to deep and solemn feeling when I sing :-

" Ye Gentile sinners, ne'er forget the wormwood e.nd the ge.11; 
Go, spread your trophies e.t His feet, e.nd crown Hrn, Lord of a.11." 

VoL. LX. FEBRUARY, 1904. D 
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The typical character of Jonah is not, however, our subject. His 
story exemplifies certain facts and features in the experimental salvation 
of true believers, and suggests truths on which we may well enlarge. 
Our text presents to our notice :-

L-THE PERPETUITY OF DIVINE RELATIONSHIP. Jonah, when 
he offered his recorded prnyer, had lost all that a living man could lose, 
friends, comfort, everything which the world could afford. Immeasurably 
more, he bad lost his realisation and enjoyment of the favour of the 
Heavenly Friend from whom his disobedience bad severed him. That 
Friend Himself, however, he had not lost, for he "prayed unto the Lord 
HIS GOD out of the fish's belly." 

" The seaweeds were wrapped about his head ; the floods compassed 
him about." He could have had no accurate or consistent idea of his 
position. Some things are, however, noticeable in connection with his 
condition and circumstances. From his recorded prayer, we gather that 
he was the subject of a three-fold miracle. His natural life was pre
served ; the use of his reason continued ; more wonderful yet, his faith 
did not fail. Most wonderfully of all-" the bonds of love " which con
nected his God with him, and held him to his God-in spite of the 
tremendous strain-remained stable and unbroken-" He prayed unto 
the Lord his God," "I will look again unto Thy holy temple." 

The covenant relationship which exists between God and His beloved 
people was established in pure sovereignty-that is to say, in the exercise 
of His right, based on His absolute dominion, to consult His own will, 
and act in accordance with His own pleasure in all His proceedings. He 
did as He chose in becoming our God, and in constituting us His people. 
For this He has given no reason. 

" He only knows who chose us, why 
Our souls a.re His Divine abode," 

but-having chosen and predestinated us to the adoption of children, 
Christ having redeemed us with His precious blood; the Holy Spirit 
having entered oar hearts, and made them His dwelling-place, 

" Things future nor things that are now, not all things below nor above, 
Can me.ke Him His purpose forego, or sever our souls from His love." 

Professors, indeed, represent Him as mutable, and insist that salva
tion will be forfeited if believers fail to perform their part of the 
covenant of grace. Jonah, however, furnishes an unanswerable reply to 
such untruthful assertions. Was he perfect ? Was he faithful in com
plying with these supposed conditions-yet., who ever proved more fully 
the constancy of the saving grace of the God who had called him ? So 
with confidence, we join with the poet in singing :-

" If ever it shonld come to pa.as that sheep of Christ might fall e.we.y, 
My fickle, feeble soul, e.le.s I would fall e. thoussnd times a. day ; 
Were not Thy love as firm e.s free, 
Thou soon would'st te.ke it, Lord, from me.'' 

The grace of God like the God of grace is immutable. He did as 
He pleased when about becoming" our God." His holy hand was free 
to record what names He chose in "the Lamb'& book of life," but having 
originated this relationship, having constituted the person of His Son 
the living link of union, which holds them to Himself, and Hie great 
and glorioUB Self to them, He will never revoke His purpose, alter Hie 
arrangements, or relinquish His claims. 
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" Grace will complete what grace begins, 
To save from sorrows and from sins; 
The work that wisdom undertakes, 
Eternal mercy ne'er forsakes.'' 

39 

II.-Again, we are reminded of the important truth of THE CON
TINUED RESIDENCE OF THE HOLY GHOST IX THE HEARTS OF TRUE 
BELIEVERS. No record is given of Jonah's regeneration and consequent 
conversion to God. Of this, however, we are assured-that when" dead 
in trespasses and sins," the ancienr, purpose of sovereign grace had been 
actualised in his heart, and he had become a living cbild of God, "an 
habitation of God through the Spirit." 

Of Him we therefore appropriately sing :-

" His bless'd renovation begun, He dwells in the hearts of the saints, 
Abandons His temple to none, nor e'er of His calling repents." 

This is a fact, and on gracious and spiritual facts it is always 
important and profitable to dwell, The Spirit's whispers may be hushed. 
His operations in the soul, of which we are from time to time gratefully 
conscious, may be intermitted; His light be withdrawn; His help with
held. But He never entirely leaves a quickened child of God for a 
moment. Having entered a blood-bought and blood-marked heart-He 
abides there for ever. In Jonah there was much that was violent and 
wicked. He was, however, a living, though imperfect saint, and, there
fore, carried the Spirit of God with him into the whale's belly. 

" The life which we live in the flesh" is due to the presence and 
perpetuating power of the Holy Ghost. What a wonderful life it there
fore is ! Floods cannot drown it ; fires burn it ; Satan destroy it or sin 
in the heart contaminate the essential purity of its nature. Like its 
great Author, it is eternal, and none that possess it shall ever perish. 

Many professors part with their religion "through tribulation or 
persecution, because of the word. 'By-and-by,' as the Master said, 
'they are offended,' and 'thus endure for a whik only.' " Jonah's 
religion survived all hostile forces, because the Spirit maintained His 
residence and reign within him. 

The indwelling of the Spirit within the prophet's heart, was, more
over, proved by the fact that he prayed in that strange and terrible place. 
True prayer is impossible apart from the help of Him who is its sole and 
supreme Author and lnditer. 

Yet, further, the persons in the blessed Trinity are an undivided 
Unity, and where One is, the others of the sacred Three are also. The 
Father was, th~refore, with His wayward cbild to brmg him back to his 
right mind. The daviour was there to receive his broken breathings; 
and the Spirit was there to sustain his soul, and evoke the petition we 
are studying. 

This is a consoling fact. We, though true Christians, may be in 
very lonely places-remote from all friends, deprived of the means of 
grace, and tried experimentally in very distressing ways. Our joys may 
depart, our hope grow dim, our confidence yield 10 depression, and our 
former buoyancy leave us. We may be forced to travel to heaven alone 
like foot-sore travellers who have lost sight of the light of their far-off 
home. One fact, however, remains unchanged, "God is our Refuge and 
Strength ; a very present help in trouble." 
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III.-INTERCOURSE WITH Goo rn PERMlSSIBLE AND POSSIBLl!l IN 
ALL PLACES. 

A poet has well said, •· True happiness has no localities," and it is 
equally true that the religion of God, with the exercises and actions to 
which it gives rise, is confined to no region here below. The prophet 
found in bis heart to pray unto the Lord. The place was uncongenial ; 
his circumstances were unfavourable to devotion. Yet as he afterwards 
testified : " Out of the belly of hell cried I, and Thou heardest my voice." 

The royalty of the operations of the Spirit is also apparent. The 
prophet's circumstances were desperate. Like many other poor saints 
i:i dire extremity, he might have said : 

" The help of men e.nd angels joined can never meet my ce.se, 
Nor can I hope relief to find but from Thy boundless grace." 

The Holy Ghost is, however, the" Free Spirit," free to go where He 
chooses, for who shall refuse admission to the King ? Free to act accord
ing to His will, " for who can stay His hand or say unto Him, ' What 
doest Thou ? ' " Free to benefit God's dear people in pure favour, without 
being induced or hindered by what they are or have done. 

None on earth could have rescued Jonah. No angel or saint could 
have sustained him. No power but that of Grace could have elicited this 
prayer from his heart. All this the Spirit was free to do, and did, and 
He demands our praise for His compassion to Jonah and to thousands of 
God's other poor, faulty, but dearly-loved people. 

He prayed. It was forced upon him, and was all he could do. "He 
cried, by reason of his affliction, to the Lord." There come times in the 
history of all God's saints when prayer is their only resource. What a 
mercy that we have warrant and permission to avail ourselves of it, 
under such circumstancPs. 

Was his prayer vocal? Did he find words with which to clothe his 
thoughts ? It may have been that he couid only express his feelings by 
sighs and groans. At all events, his prayer reached heaven, and was 
heard there, for it" came in unto God, even unto His holy habitation," 
The,e was a connection between Jonah's heart and the Lord's - a 
perfect underHtanding, on God's side at least, between them. The 
propLet telegraphed to the other world, and an answer of peace and 
assur .. nce was returned. 

It rnay be anticipating the fuller light of the Gospel dispensation, 
but we may remember that there is a free course for all true prayer 
wherever Christ in 1-Iis mediatorial character and capacity has Himself 
gone. 

He is glorified as the result and reward of His sufferings and death. 
He is crowned with glory and honour. He has opened up the way to 
the eternal throne, and true prayer will travel as far upwards as the 
risen Christ has. Has He ascended higher than the sky ? Prayer will 
ascend beyond the sky. Is He in heaven? Prayer will be heard in 
heavea. Is He with the Father? Prayer will reach the Father's ear. 
Hence its permieBibility, its possibility, and its potency, however and 
wherever expressed. 

IV.-Jonah's experience exemplifies THE UNIVERSAL LonDSHIP OF 
THE Gon OF HEAVEN. This appears in many particulars, and preachers 
have often profitably used this narrative to exemplify that " His 
kingdom ruleth over all." He is seen at work above, commanding the 
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wind, which is twice mentioned. We behold Hirn controlling the sea, . 
which ceased her raging at His will. He is the Maker and Master of 
dumb creatures, as His action toward both the whale and the worm 
testify. His dominion comprises the vegetable world : "He prepared a 
gourd and made it to come over ,Jonah." He is Lord of what some 
thoughtlessly call "chance," for when lots were cast He directed the 
mariners to the prophet as the occasion of their peril. He is specially 
Lord of His people, and is here to be contemplated as extending His 
protection towards a lonely and distressed man. All things thus happen 
within the circumference of the Lordship of the Almighty. How happy 
are they who can add : 

" Thie awful God is ours, our Father and our love ; 
He shall send down His heavenly powers to carry us above." 

V.-We learn lastly from Jonah's experience that NO MAN LIVETH 
UNTO HIMSELF, AND NO MAN DIETH UNTO HDISELF. The li,cs of all 
men tollch other lives ; and this is pre-eminently true of God's dear 
children. In the narrative, the prophet appears as a very isolated person, 
and what is related of him seems to concern no one but himself ; yet it 
will have an influence in the Church of God to the end of time. It 
furnished an illustration to the Master Himself, and has been blessed to 
thousands of saints who, in their folly. have tried, Jonah-like, to flee 
"from the presence of the Lord." 

It speaks still. Who can fothom the depths of depravity, deceit, 
cowardice, and vanity contained in all our hearts ? Who can say how 
far folly and sin-if restraining grace is withheld-may impel a child of 
God to wander. Who can predict by what terrible processes of recovery 
and restoration, wanderers may have to be brought back? But Oh, 
looking heavenward, we add : 

11 Who is a. pardoning God like Thee, 
And who has graoe so rioh and free ? " 

(Delivered in Chadwell Street Chapel, Thitrsday, Jitne 20th, 1872.-J0HN 
HOPEFUL,) 

ZION'S MINOR MINSTRELS. 
SUSANNA HARRISON, 17 52-1784, 

"Gl~rify ye the Lord in the fires."-lsaio.h xxiv. 15. 
"Poets learn in suffering what they tea.oh in song," 

IN 1752 a little girl was added to the family of a poor couple in 
Ipswich ; and the child passed her first fourteen years at home. 

She received but a slender education, and was unable to write, till she 
subsequently, when quite a woman, acquired the art by her own 
industry. 

In 1768 the father died. She then became a domestic servant, and 
for some time continued in this station of life. 

Her likeness-a silouette, probably taken by an itinerant artist at u 
Fair-presents the profile of a somewhat striking young person, of 
sprightly figure and ~ood features. 

Though never profane or immoral, she was gay and giddy : a female 
companion, as she afterwards confessed, having pr?ved a snare_ to ~er. 

In 1772 a spinal affection, in connection with a comphcat1on of 
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other disorders, so prostrated her that she had to abandon her avocation, 
and return to her mother, and obtain a precarious living by plain 
sewing. 

At this period she attended Tacket Street Independent Chapel, the 
Minibter of which was a godly and evangelical preacher. Her attention 
to his instructions was noticed by many ; she thus learned much truth 
that was of subsequent profit to her. • 

In 1773 her indisposition assumed more serious proportions. 
Medical help proved unavailing. Her doctors confessed that their skill 
was baffled. It seemed as if she must, ere long, die ; and she herself 
gave up all thoughts of recovery. 

On Tuesday, January 12th, 1773, she was visited by a .Christian 
neighbour, who had heard of her critical condition and was anxious 
about her eternal welfare. He found her " in the dark as to another 
world," though longing to enjoy peace with God. She conversed about 
her doubts and fears in a way that assured him that she was deeply 
acquainted with the depravity of her own heart. 

On the following Saturday the visit was repeated. She admitted 
some glimmerings of hope; but again expressed her desire to be favoured 
with " a token for good "-" a pledge of her interest in the blood and 
righteousne~s of the Redeemer," before she went hence. "Then," she 
whispered, " oh how pleasant would Death be ! " 

"The time of love," which comes to all God's elect and redeemed 
people, arrived in the calm of the following Sabbath morning. As she 
lay sleepless and in pain, lamenting her guilt and sinfulness, "the Lord, 
of His infinite mercy, gave her faith to look to the' blood of sprinkling.'" 
She was helped to lay hold on Jesus as her only Saviour. This, and 
much more, she related to the same friend a few hours afterwards
concluding her testimony with a flow of such ascriptions of praise to God 
as could not be transcribed "without injuring their beauty." Thus her 
career as an assured and experienced child of God on earth commenced. 

Her previous soul-trouble appears to have been solemn and protracted, 
as her eightieth hymn testifies:-

" 0, how delightful is the thought I 
The wonders that my Saviour wrought, 
The wonders of Redeeming love, 
When first my heart was drawn above
When first I saw my Saviour's face, • 
And triumphed~ His pard'ning grace. 

Long had I mourned, like one forgot, 
Long had my soul for comfort sought ; 
But He was witness to my tears, 
And Jesus sweetly calmed my fears ; 
Assured me of my sin forgiven, 
And I rejoiced as if in Hee.van." 

Susannit Harrison did not however, as was expected, die at this time. 
Years elapsed ere her change came. Her physical weakness, indeed, 
increased ; and finally kept her entirely in bed. Her poverty was great, 
as she was unable to pursue any employment, and d~ended on the 
benevolence of friends. Her exercises of soul were varied and solemn. 
None can read her compositions without perceiving r,hat she journeyed 
to heaven by ways that are often unknown to many of God's cliildren. 
At times she was dark, through the absence of Him whom her soul loved, 
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at times joyous, when the sight of His Jear face made all things bright. 
Providential interpo~ition, which proved His loving-kindness, occasion
ally enforced outbursts of grateful praise; and anon trying seasons came 
when both cruse and barrel seemed to fail, and her faith was put to its 
extreme of tension. So she lingered, in pain and poverty, till August 
3rd, l 784, when, after twelve year~ affliction, she was called to join the 
singers above. Her remains await the Resurrection, in the burial-ground 
of the Chapel in which she first heard the message of Divine mercy. 

Hers was a lonely, but not a lost, life. In the solitude and seclusion 
of her g•nret home, she was a close student of her little library, which 
consisted solely of her Bible and Watts's Psalms and Hymns. Her 
knowledge of the former became accurate and extensive : this led to her 
meditating much on sacred themes. At length she began to express her 
thoughts in verse. This gave her both relief and occupation. Writing 
materials were then, however, costly ; but she begged old quill pens and 
odd scraps of paper from friends-often having nothing better than the 
coarse, disused wrappers, which had contained goods from tradesmen, on 
which to inscribe her musings. 

These accumulated till, in 1779, a Christian stranger from the 
Metropolis "' was induced to visit her, to whom some of these were 
shown. Struck with their merit, he urged their publication on her 
friends. This was done : and a small volume, entitled " Songs in the 
Night," was given to the world. A second edition, with a commendatory 
Introduction from the pen of Dr. George Conder, of Hackney-an 
account of her conversion, and a few additional pieces-followed in 1782. 
This was several times reprinted, and sold extensively, both in Scotland 
and England. The last issue (in 1842) was from the press of E. Palmer 
and Son-to whose Firm, Evangelical Christians were so greatly indebted 
for many gracious works. 

She shrank from the publication of her name as the Author, but her 
objections were overruled ; and it is pleasing to learn that the profits 
realised during her life-time were of essential service to her. 

A copy of the Fifteenth Edition lies before us, which we have 
again looked through, with some little softne,s of heart. .::lo few books 
are there that exert this influence with God's exercised children, that 
any to whom this one is unknown may be grateful to learn its history 
and contents. 

That she was not insensible to sorrow for her condition, her ninety
fifth hymn, on "Bitterness of Soul," shows :-
" 0 grievous lot I 0, hoe.vy woe ! Why am I chastened every day? 

Must I this cross sustain, My nights, why spent in pa.in? 
So long as I a feeling know, Why should deliv're.nce longer stay? 

Or here, on tle.rth, remain? Is all my prayer in vain? 
Why do my sorrows yet increase, Why so mysterious a.re Thy ways, 

And flow on every side? And dreadful in my sight? 
Why is my soul deprived of peace? Show me-that I may lisp Thy praise, 

And oomfort-why denied? And serve Thee, with delight." 

Her harp, however, was not aiways hung on the willows. In f~c~, 
the characteristic, if not the charm, of her little book is the sweet spmt 
of contentment, and the acquiescence in the ways of God which it 

~ Whether this was Dr. G. Conder is not clear. The Introduction, whioh 
purports to be from his pen, is dated Me.rob 13th, 1782, whereas he died May 
30th, 1781. (See" Bunhill Memorials," by J. Andrews Jones.) 
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breathes. Here are two verses, from hymn 110," On a Meal of Dry 
Hread: "-

"I fee.r'd lest discontent should turn, 
And ea.use my appetite to spurn 

A mes.I so very dry ; 
But, sanctified by prayer, 'tis sweet, 
More so than a.II the se.v'ry meat 

Which de.inty sinners buy. 

My God, how infinitely kind 
Art Thou, to reconcile my mind 

To all Thy sovereign will I 
Contented I she.II ever be, 
If I may but converse with Thee, 

And have Thy presence still." 

Whether she suffered from the craftier and more terrible temptations 
of 8atan; or was plagued, almost to desperation by inward corruptions, 
as some poor Christians often are, we cannot tell. She rarely goes, as 
Joseph Hart so wonderfully did, into the lowest dungeon, in search of 
poor brother pilgrimF, shivering and shuddering in its darkneBB and 
terrors. Her pains were largely physical, and her sorrow circumstantial ; 
and she mainly teaches what she had herself learned from her own 
surroundings. As e. rnle fellowship with God, of which she knew 
much, was the compensating bleBBing set over against her many and 
terrible trials ; and she sang of the joy of the visits of the Beloved e.s 
few have been enabkd to do. 

Her hymns are less known than they should be. Two only appear 
in Denham's Selection (543 and 621) ; one is admitted into Stevens's; 
Gadsby has none. 

Re5.der, turn to your '' Saint's Melody," and read the two above
mentioned, which may come with new pathos and power when you 
remember hBr who pre3ented them to the Lord's poor tempted and tried 
family. 

The verse in No. 621-which was a favourite with John Hazelton
originally appeared thus, thongh the alteration is, as many think, 
judicious :-

" Give me the Bible in my hand, 
A heart to read and understand, 

And faith to trust the Lord: 
I'd fit a.lone, from d~y to day, 
Or urge no company to stay, 

Nor wish to rove a.broad." 

No special admiration is claimed for this and her other compositions, 
though her eingular hii!tory, the many disadvantages under which she 
laboured, and the average excellence of her writings, invest them with 
peculiar interest. It is, therefore, with propriety that John Sheppard, 
in his "AUTUMN DREAM ; " or, "Thonghts in Verse on the Inter
mediate State of Happy Spirits," introduces her as indwelling Paradise, 
and sharing the joys of those that" have died in the Lord:"-

" See yonder, now retiring midst the grove, 
SusA:NNA he18-who through long wearisome months, 
And from her pained but unrepining heart, 
• Songs in the Night' recorded, which have sooth'd, 
With their unleo.rn'd and artless minstrelsy, 
Full many e. humble suilerer." 

In an appended note, he adds some of the facts of which the reader is in 
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possession. "The day before she died "-he tells us-" she pointed 
to heaven, whispering 'that she could not talk, but should soon sing 
there.'" 

" Her 'songs' on earth "-he continues,-" though not poetic, and 
not always grammatically correct, have consoled and edified many. I 
have beeri pleased to 'find them-where, indeed, I first did-in the sick 
cha-nbers of the poor." 

C. H. Spurgeon, in "The Saint and the Saviour," refers to her as 
one who learned in affliction the art of solacing others of the Lord's true 
and tried people while on their pilgrimage. Few, indeed, have more 
fully exemplified a sweet verse from a meditation of hers not included in 
" Songs in the Night : " -

" Precious the Faith that lifts the soul 
Above desponding fear ; 

Joyful in hope of Heaven, her home, 
And longing to be there." 

STEPPING TOGETHER. 
A Paper read befo1·e et Mutual lniprovement Society. 

"Can two walk together except they be agreed? "-Amos iii, 3. "Be not 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers."-2 Cor. vi. 14. 

" In things essential, UNITY; in things doubtful, LUIER'.IY; in all things
CHABJTY." 

SOME years since a party of frieads who were staying together at a 
" Hydro " in the Peak district of Derbyshire, started for a morning 

walk to a place of interest in the neighbourhood. Ere long, a few grew 
weary, and finding a pleasant resting-place, resolved to stay there. 
Further up the· hill-side, a second detachment succumbed; and thus, 
two or three only persevered, and reached the furthest spot which all had 
at first designed to visit. As the gong rang for lunch, they re-assembled ; 
when, in reply to the question, " Why did you not go the whole way 
with us ? " the writer replied : •· I am not so good a traveller as you : 
and • Can two walk together, except they be agreed ? ' " 

The incident led to further thought. It is often similar with true 
Christians. They start from the same point. They 

" hear the voice of Jesus say, 
' Come unto Me and rest ; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon this breast ; ' " 

and, responsive to the Saviour's words, come in faith to Hirn. They 
may join the same Church ; obedient to Hie command, they perhaps are 
" buried with Him by baptism unto death " at about the same time ; 
aud, for a while, enjoy much mutual frieudehip and fellowship. Then 
for some reason, they eeµarate, and are and will be comparative strangers 
till they meet to be bevered and sundered no more in the " Homeland " 
above. 

The expression is based on a figure at once simple, obvious and 
striking. If two persons 11.re to journey on foot together, three things 
are essential. Both must intend to re:1.ch the same destination. Both 
must agree as to the route to he adopted. Both must maintain the same 
pace-and, 1\8 far as possible, keep in step with each other. 

E 
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The last is important. How uuplea0 ant it is to wttlk witll anyone 
who continually gets out of step w1tll you. When walking with my 
father as a child, I used to try and make my short ~teps match his longer 
ones by taking two ,o his one. I rarely, however, could manage more 
than one and a-half, which made our progress-as I may style it
"jaggy.'' Literally, therefore, it is not pleasant to walk with anyone 
without concurrence as to the length of tue steps ta.ken, and when the 
right feet shall be put down and wllen the left. 

The fact enforced by the figure-the higher truth taught by thii 
or~inary truism, is that if persons are successfully to pursue the same 
obJect, there must be unanimity-agreement as to the object aimed at ; 
Lhe methods which will ensure its attainment ; nnd the time, place and 
manner of each effort that is made. 

The query. as Amos propounded it, was evidently designed to elicit 
the answer. "No.'' Other parts of Scripturt:, however, somewhat 
modify it, if they do not imply the contrary. It therefore often becomes 
a serious question as to the measure of concord essential to onward and 
mutual progress in some desirable plan or project. 

Compromise on questions in which important principles are cou
ce1 ned, and matters of right and wrong are involved, is not for an 
instant to be sanctioned. Respect to one's conscience and loyalty to the 
Master forbid temporising in all such cases. What is good cannot be 
secured by adopting unworthy means. The truth must never be sacri
ficed in the interests of pleasing companionship, however attractive it 
may be. Two cannot walk together in pursuance of a high and holy 
object unless they cordially agree oa all the great aad grave moral dis
tinctions and obligations which lie at the basis of what God regards with 
approbation. 

Kindly and considerate mutual concession is, however, often advan
tageom, and even imperatively called for ; though to what extent it 
should be made may be difficult to decide. The strong one who wants 
to rush on may slacken his pace to help his weaker friend. The feeble 
might put forth all their strength and bestir themselves to energy, to 
avoid hindering their stronger friend. Is not this the spirit of Paul's 
teaching when speaking of abstaining from things lawful in themselves, 
but likely to present a difficulty to others ?-" Wherefore if meat make 
my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth " 
(1 Cor. viii. 13). 

It is sometimes advantageous to put a fast and a slow horse to work 
together ; to conjoin irritable people twith good tempered ones ; or the 
over-anxious with the easy-going. Such alliances have resulted in good, 
things being thus balanced and kept from verging to extremes. 

Scientists tell us our earth is kept in its position by two forces, one 
which draws everything TO the centre, the other which drives everything 
FROM it. They are not agreed, but they " work together" for the best 
of ends. 

Each of us must settle it with our own consciences, as to what really 
are "t!Jings essential,'' and where we must part company with tllose who 
do not agree with us. 

If such association is really compulsory, we 11JUst ear nes ly seek grace 
to stand our ground ; to overcome evil with good, and not, be overcome 
by it. Here we may claim God's help and blessing, which we cannot 
when the association is of our own seeking. 
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Where the difference is slight or involves no great principle, it will 
do us good to exercise mutual forbearance-yielding to each other's 
wishes-making allowance for difference of temperament and cbaracter
and not letting ourselves become Ishmaels, -•• whose hands are against 
all with whom they do not agree on every point." 

This subject is important to all in the springtide of life, especially to 
such as profess to love Christ. In most of our churches there are many 
young people of both sexes. We must expect them to be pairing off, 
and all must feel solicitous lest this should loosen their intereet in God's 
house and cause, and finally draw them in other directions. 

It would be well could this text be hung out e.s a danger signal from 
God's Word, to all who love God and take His commandments as the 
rule of their lives, to induce them to think long and seriously before 
they contemplate lifelong union with those who are not agreed with 
them on this all-important subject. "How can two walk together" while 
one aims at pleasing God, the other solely at, in some form, the gratifi
cation of self ? Absolute and entire agreement on all subjects is-as 
we have conceded-neither possible nor desirable ; but on such points 
as love to God, and determination to consult His will first in everything, 
there must be agreement, or true companionship and happiness will be 
impossible. 

We proceed to our second verse. " Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbeliever!!." This, like the former, is a figurative ex
pression, based on the familiar custom of conjoining beasts for the work 
of drawing burdens, and the incongruity of uniting those of different 
kinds together, as the swift horse and the slow but sure-footed ox. This 
would strike everyone as an unwise and unmerciful arrangement which 
should be avoided. Just so would be the impropriety of God's true 
children entering into close alliance with those who had no vital interest 
in the blessings of salvation. So dissimilar are their characters, 
principles and hopes, that for ti.Je former voluntarily to establish such a 
relationehip with the latter, would do as much violence to the admitted 
fitness of things, as it would be to yoke together animals uf different 
powers and species. 

The caution is far more corn prehensive than is generally supposed. 
It condemns commercial pa.rtnership with unbelievers. It is a warning 
against taking any to our hearts in the confidence of friendship, who do 
not love the Saviour. It forbids close association with men of the 
world in the cultivation of the arts, the pursuit of science, or even in 
schemes of philanthropy, and the social elevation of mankind, in which 
the line of demarcation between believers and unbelievers is not dis
tinctly recognised. It precludes union, on any religious pretext, with 
the enemies of evangelical truth. It also includes such friendship 11s 
terminates in marriage, but there is no warrant for confining it to 
this important matter. 

To this, however, we here limit our attention, as the subject is rarely 
considered and discussed by Christians. Note the "Be not "-and be 
careful how you disregard it. We who have lived long enough to see 
the results of unequal marriages, would seek to warn you before it is 
too late. 

Love may be deep, strong and pure, though unholy. Here the 
danger lies. I would shoot srro.ight. l\Iay God guide the arrow to a 
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soul that needs it. Love is spontaneous, and in a way, we have no powe1· 
over our heart's affections; if we love, we do; if we don't, we DON'T. 
This fact seems unalterable, but it is not. ltod's power can change our 
affections, though we, of ourselves, are powerless to do so. 

We recall our own young days, and an earthly and unsanctified love 
which bound us with a chain from which we could not free ourself ; 
nor even wish to be free. Yet we knew that there was no true agree
ment on the most important of all subjects. The words, "Set your 
affections on things above, not on things on the earth," were laid on our 
mind, but only seemed to mock us, so powerless were we to control the 
more dominant emotions of our heart. Then we remembered God's 
power, and asked that He would do it Himself, and the chain was broken. 
Not at once-there were years of suffering ; but they came to an end, 
and the soul was set free. 

Dear young friends ! ask God first to make you willing to cease 
from loving those who, though very attractive in other ways, do not 
agree with you in " seeking first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness." Entreat Him to impart courage to break away from 
the entanglement, and await His promised help. 

If you put this counsel from you, you will live to regret it ; or worse 
still, be led into agreeing with those who love not your Lord. If you 
are a true child of God, your Christian life will be warped and spoiled; 
and, though you will be saved from hell, you will lack joy and peace, 
and the power to serve and honour your Mast,er. And how inexpressibly 
sad at life's ending will be the parting of those who have grown into 
eeah other's hearts, but have been united in earthly mattP.rs only ; and 
die with no hope of a re-union after death ; to part to meet no more 
for ever and ever. AGATHA. 

HOLY PRACTICE. 

THE Apostle Paul, in all hie Epistles, is very particular in stating and 
enforcing the truth of God. He will not concede an inch ; upon 

doctrine pure sound, and incontrovertible, he firmly insists. As to 
ezperie~e he is equally precise, though it be but a babe's,. so that it 
is a living one. His readers, however, cannot but observe the importance 
he attaches to what Bunyan calls the soul of religion, that is, the 
Practical part. 

We have often felt the rod of correction, but, so far as we could 
judge, the chastening was neither inflicted for doctrinal reasons nor for 
defects in experience, 

We ourselves, therefore, are slow to pronounce judgment upon low 
doctrine professors, so long as they hold ~o heresie~; and equally 
shrink from disparaging what some might conRtder a shallow 
experience. 

It is the "iniquity of a man's heels" that "compass him about" 
(Psa. xlix. 5.) Errors in one·s walk, or practical relapses, bring the 
rod ; and hence the Apostle doses his observations upon Divine 
chastisement (Heb. xii. 12), "Make straight, or even, paths for your 
feet" ; as in another place, he enjoins, " See, then, that ye walk 
circumspe~tly, not as fool.s, but as wise" (Eph. v. 15).-RUFUB. 
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THE METHODISTS OF TO-DAY AND THE 
PRECENTOR OF THE OLD TIME. 

A MORE accurate view of the religions convictions and condition of a 
· Christian lJenomina~ion, may of tea be obtained from side-lights, than 

from. the direct testimony of Confessions of Faith, or Official Reports 
and Statistics. The points of a Creed may be emphasised or subordinated, 
as certain doctrines are favoured. Reports invariably take their colour 
from the character of the Chronicler ; while statistics are, and ever will 
be, larg .. ly fallacious, until it is possible to make each unit represent a 
spiritually-m;nded, consistent, and clear-headed pel"l!on. It is only when 
professing Christians involuntarily and unconscio1ISly display their 
religion, that we can be fairly sure what their relation is both to God 
and to His people. 

These thoughts arose from a perusal of our t>Xcellent contemporary 
The British Weekly for Jan. 7th, 1904.• From it we obtain 

.A. GLIMPSE AT MODERN METHODISM. 
When very young, we used to wonder at the advertisements in The 

Baptist Messenger. "Do you double up your perambulator?" "Do 
not let YOUR child die I " or the plaintive remonstrance, "DoN'T beat 
your carpets ! " Ever since, this form of literature has fascinated us, 
but we remember nothing stranger than the appeal of a firm of piano 
de11lers in the above paper, who cater for public support, because, as they 
allege, no one else offers such favourable terms of sale. Why ? Happily 
they inform us thus : "You see, it is just here-w~ are Methodists, and 
WB expect you are, and we trust each other." "Buy FROM THE 
METHODIST MAKERS. - Recorder." This settles the question. A 
journal bearing this title has issued its ukase. If you require a piano, 
do not-at your peril-obtain one of a Baptist, a Churchman, a Con
gregationalist, a Plymouth Brother, or a Presbyterian, bm buy from (sic) 
THE Methodist makers." 

This is, doubtless, advanced in good faith, and is, therefore, almost 
a revelation of the present religion of the Sect LO which these enterpris
ing men belong. Note their assurance as to its numerical strength. 
They "expBct " that all "ho read the British Weekly are Methodists. 
Observe their modesty. They are Methodists ; ergo, they are com
mercially reliable, and you may be s11re that they will treat you better 
than "any other firm." Mark their confiding nature. They "expect 
that" you are a Methodist. They thereFore (how delightful !) trust you, 
and appeal to you, as a loyal Methodist, to obey the Recorder, and buy 
from ( of) them. 

Methodism-on the authority of an old lady who "got ,eligion" 

• We would embre.ce this opportunity of e.oknowledging the unve.rylng 
ce.ndour, the po.ins-to.king e.ccure.cy e.nd the ree.lly frntenrnl kindness of the 
Editor, Dr. Robertson Nicholls, in e.11 his references to ourselves e.nd our move
ments e.a e. aeotion of the one Church of our Holy Redeemer. His notice of the 
le.te C. W. Be.nka, his mention of our own "John Hazelton - e. Memoir,'" e.nd his 
more recent e.ccount of e. service e.t the Surrey Te.berne.cle, .. -ith its e.pprooie.tive 
resume of our brother Dolbey's discourse, recur to us with grateful plea.sure. 
Buoh e.menities e.re none too frequent, e.nd cle.im recognition. We he.ve, to~, to 

·thank our friend for e.n "Uplift of the Soul" on the de.y beforo the _Metropohte.n 
Te.berne.ole we.s destroyed by fire. We went in the strongth of his wholesome 
words for me.ny months, e.nd e.re to-de.y the better for them.-EDITOR. 



50 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

many yrnrs ago was then a very simple affair-" a penny a week, and 
sixpence a month, and a desire to flee from the wrath to come." Now, 
it walks in velvet slippers. Would you be trusted? Would you find 
others worthy of your confidence ? Would you extend your own trade 
or make your purchases of reliable people only ? This form of religion 
meets all your needs. 

No wonder that Calvinism is all but dead ; and that the Congrega
tional Order of the Churches is at a discount. Who but living Christians, 
serious and earnest, as 11.ll that know the importance of being right with 
God through the Saviour are, would trouble about such trifles, as the 
t,ruth of God anc:l the order of His worship. 

Paul warns Timothy to beware of men who are "bereft of the truth," 
and who suppose that" godliness is a way of gain" (1 Tim vi. 5, Rxv. 
VER.). Is not the above a solemn comment on his words? 

A. GLIMPSE A.T STRICT BA.PTISl'S OF OTHER DA.YS. 

In the same paper, is a copy of an advertisement in the Earthen 
Vessel for 1858, notifying to all concerned, that there was a vacancy for 
a t'recentor, at the Chapel of which James Wells was the minister. It 
bears internal indications of having been penned by him, and runs as 
followi; :-

" SURREY TA.BERNA.CLE. 

" A Clerk wanted, to conduct the Singing at the Surrey Tabernacle, 
Borough Road. He must be one who knows vitally the truth for him
self, and be able to give a Scriptural reason of the hope that is in him. 
One who lives as well as professes the Gospel. He must also be a decided, 
a strict Baptist. 

"Also he must have a compttent knowledge of music, and a voice 
for gi'\"ing the hymns out as well as sin!a!ing, suited to the largeness of 
the place and congregation. Also he must be one who can both give the 
hymns out in their significance as one who knows in his own soul 
what he is 11aying ; also he must be sufficiently acquainted with -the 
English language to pronounce his words with propriety ; one who knows 
whereabouts accent and emphasis ought to rest. It is not desired that 
the hymn, in giving out, should be growled out, nor squeaked out, nor 
bawled out, nor whispered out, nor hurried out, nor dawdled out, but 
given out as dictated by common sense and afeelin_q heart in a voice dis
tinct, earnest, and impressive. 

"Also it is desirable that he should be one who in singing pronounces 
his words ; not glide with le, la, la. through the hymn and nobody kno~ 
what he is singing; nor is it desirable that be should bawl ready to spht 
his throat, but sing easily and melodiously. Of course perfection cannot 
be expected, but the above will serve for a hint as to the kind of article• 
that is wanted.-Direct to Deacons of Surrey Tabernacle, care of J. Llox, 
100, Borough Road, S.E.'' 

This is, doubtless, comical enough. To refrain from a smile, while 
reading it, is impossible. Yet it reveals an amount of religious <J?Il
viction and shrewd common-sense, which account for the far-reacbmg 
influence Ht that time exerted by this Christian community. 

The year 1858 belongs to the past, but we remember it well. The 

• A correspondent inquires whether this is not a misprint. Oer~ainly the 
word "article" is hardly graceful in this connection. 
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Indian Mutiny had been recently quelled. Donati's comet flashed in the 
midnight sky. Spurgeon and Morley Punshon were the popular 
preachers. James Wells was filling his Tabernacle ; had just published 
in a volume his " Letters to Theophilus ; " the weekly issue of his 
sermons we.sin contemplation : and the era of his widest popularity had 
commenced. 

See, now, some principles which underlie this notification. 
THE lMPORTANCE OF SPIRITUALITY. 

I. Spiritual persons only should engage in conducting the worship of 
God. The person wanted would neither have to preach or necessarily to pray 
publicly-but he was required LO know the truth vitally, and be able to 
"give a reason of the hope that was in him." Tne idea of an uncon
verted sinners filling even this low position in God's house, was abhorrent 
to these earnest brethren. 

2. A consistent walk is essential in every one who fills an official 
place in God's house. "He must not only profess but live the Gospel." 

3. None bnt those who are wholly in union with the truth should be 
chosen to perform public duties in our assemblies. '' He must also be a 
decided Strict BaptisG." These brethren, thus made spirituality, con
sis~ency, and soundness in "the faith of God's elect" paramount. 

No Church-some would say-could be conducted on such rigid 
lines. This, however, was; and it prospered. The ministry of our 
brother 0. S. Dolbey also demonstrates that God is still mindful of His 
own word," Them thlit honour Me, I will honour." 

ln many of oar Sanctuaries open doors are set before almost all who 
are " religiously disposed" if only they have attractive manners. a little 
superficial culture and cash at their disposal. 

Ministers come to us who were General Baptis's as long as it suited 
their purpose; and when their former friends no longer want them, 
bring their exhausted energies and the withered and sear flowers of 
their manhood to us-to be received with open arms. No effort is made 
to ascertain their convictions on the Gospel and Church Order. Whether 
they possess a vital experi,mce is rarely inquired-all is satisfactory, 
since some prominent member, "a good, easy man," avers of the preacher 
that" there's something about him that he likes" (a fact). 

Even less to be trusted are the increasing number of preachers who 
have oscillated between conflicting creeds and views of Church order, 
till they must be in straits themselves as to what they do believe. Yet they 
are kindly willing to serve in our Chapels (for money, of course), 11,nd it 
is sagely judged that their attractive gifts will draw, and a welcome is 
accordingly extended to them. 

0 for the day when the old ways shall be revived, and every preacher, 
every Deacon, every Precentor and every Sunday-school teacher be re
quired to be (to quote once mor<l the old-time advertisement) "a decided, 
a Strict Baptist." 

If a special servic<l is contemplated, the aid of ministers of sterling 
truth in all vital matters shonld be insisted on. A man known to teach 
error habitually-though on his guard, for this ocrasion only-address
ing a congregation in one of our own places of worship, presents as 
gl!\ring a moral anomllly as can be found under high heaven. 

SUITABLE MEN ONLY ELIGIBLE. 

Far, however, from depreciating the clear, intelligent, and impressive 
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reading of hymns, and their melodious and distinct singing - these 
things are insisted on 11s essential. 

Our brethren, it will be noticed, did not regard the office of a Deacon 
as involving that of the Precentor-WHICH IT DOES NOT. One may be 
an excellent Deacon and the worBt of clerks. Nothing has tended to 
spoil our services of praise more than this blunder. 

The best reader and vocalist among the brethren in fellowship 
( v. hether a Deacon or not) should give out the hymns and strike the tunes; 
while the Church officers should do their proper work; serve tables, 
visit the sick, welcome strangere, help anxious enquirers, stand by and 
encourage their Pastors, and genernlly "quit themselves like men and 
be strong," in the service of the King. 

No reflection was evidently designed by the advertieers on poor and 
plain men whose deficiencies, when acting as precentors, were apparent. 
The dear old praise-leaders who bade Zion "rejice," read about a future 
and "terry-mengious day" and anticipated making heaven's " crystial" 
walls " resound with song," have nearly all gone home ; but, in many 
cases, "sweet is their memory still." It is poor wit which makes game 
of unavoidable defects. 

Some, however, who might do better survive. It was ll conceited 
man, who pleads for "a educated ministry" (he calls it "MINI8TERY ") 
from whom we beard the two following extraordinary renderings of sweet 
and familiar words :-

' • Ho Laud! our relp in hages pa.et, 
Hour ROPE for years to come," 

and1 stranger still, the assertion that 
"Sa.yturn trembuls when 'e sees, 

The wee, cuss'd se.int upon His knees." 

He, however, is less objectionable than the would-be dramatic reader, 
who rants out holy worde, like a bad reciter mouthing a tragic poem. 

One of these has dim and wholly ir,correct ideas of the late 
Alexander Bell's theory of Rhetorical Punc1 uation, and is wont to turn 
into nonsense, lines which a child could read with ease-by making 
unauthorised and ghastly pauses. WitneEs hi- recent reading of Charles 
Wes'ey's, "Come, Jet us join our friends above" (Denham, 976) :-

" Come, Letters, join our friends, Erbove I 
Who HA VE obte.ined Thee, Prize : 

And don the he-gull wings of er-hum-erhum-la.ith (sic) 
To joy Sir Lestie.11 Rize." 

Can extenuation be pleaded for ignorance and conceit ~o intolerable ? 
The part of the advertisement which refers ro singing is, perhaps, 

less important to-day than in 1858 ; harmoniume having largely re
lieved clerks of this portion of their duty. The "le-la-la" monition, 
has, however, still some weight. Every congregation requires a strong, 
clear, and telling voice to lead ir.s praise : and good singing include!l 
melodious articulation. It is pitiful to hear a loud-voiced man bawl noth
ing into vacuity, instead of clearly vocalising the truths that we love. 

Thus we close. All will, we think, agree, that attention to these 
ancient hints might improve the service of song in many places, where 
not a few complain in secret, but none dare utter a word of manly 
protest. 
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PLENARY INSPIRATION. 
BY HENRY DADSWELL, CL.A.PHAM. 

(Continued.) 

WE have considered the testimony of the Bible to its own inspiration. 
Its writers, we found, insist, in no dubious manner, not only that 

its subject-matter was Divinely imparted to those who prodnced it, but 
that they were as Divinely guided in the use of the terms in which their 
messages were communicated. Their ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPHS, to which 
these remarks solely refer, thus expressed the thoughts that God 
intended they should convey in the very words which He directed these 
holy men to employ, thereby securing the absolute infallibility of the 
sacred Scriptures. 

How the Spirit impre11sed these thoughts and words upon the minds 
of inspired penmen, the Bible does not state. The modus operandi (or 
"the mode of the operation") of this Divine influence is, therefore, 
neither given to us, nor are we aBked to define or explain it. Ingenious 
attempts have, indeed, been made to do this, but they have proved both 
futile and misleading. It has been suggested that the Lord spoke in an 
!!Ctual and audible voice to these favoured saints, who acted as amanuen!'e~ 
and took down what was thus dictated. Others have surmised that they 
were prepared for the reception of their supernatural impressions by 
being thrown into a condition resembling a trance; and that when thus 
insensible to all surrounding objects and occurrences, they became the 
paBSive and involuntary recipients of impressions which they subsequently 
recorded and reduced to intelligible writing, as conscious and responsible 
agents. For these and similar theories, plausible reasons have been given 
and isolated texts advanced. None, however, are satisfactory. All leave 
the ma.in question untouched, and the difficulties unsolved. It is wise, 
therefore, to admit the inexplicable where no infallible light is vouch
safed, and to rest content with the indisputable but unexplained truth 
that those whom God thus used to communicate His message, to men 
did so in the actual words in which it was His pleasure they should be 
conveyed, the thoughts and the vehicles of expression both being alike 
Divine.• 

To believe this is, indeed, au act of faith; but so to do involves no 
violence to re11,son. Given the existence of God-a Being of intiuite 
goodness, wisdom, and power-" why should it be deemed incredible" 
that He should have originated a Book for tlie religious instruction of 
mankind, which recor,ls His mind and will in the exact terms by wliich 
only they can be intelligibly and fully conveyed to human re1dcrs ? 

OBJECTIOKB CONSIDEltED-ALLEGED TltIVI.A.LI'flF.S .. 

To this, few devout persons will demur, though some, in all honesty 
and earnestness, may plead th~t difficulties suggest themsel-ves. While 

• Plenary a.nd verbal inspiration, though essentially similar in moaning, a.ro 
not quite synonymouR a.nd intercha.ngea.ble terms. " Plenary " describes 
inspiration a.s having been so full a.s to secure a. writer a.go.inst a.II error-from 
the Latin, •·plen1ts, tu11.·• "Verbal" presents inspiration a.s conferring the 
o.bility to convey God's message in God's words-from the La.tin, "verbwn-a. 
word." "Inerra.noy," whioh wa.s eo hugely applied to tho B\ble some fif~e~n 
years since, is not a. felicitous term. In reasoning, we should employ positwe 
not negative terms.-EDITOB. 
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it were easy to grant that plenary inspiration was essential to the pro
duction of some portions of the Bible, others, it is submitted, embody 
statements so trivial that in their case it wai neither necessary nor 
probable. 
. A misapprehension, however, underlies this difficulty-the assump

t10n that we are competent to estimate the importance or otherwise of 
what is presented to our notice in the ScripturtlS of truth. Before con
ceding_ the_ t~iviality of any portion, we should assuredly enquire on what 
authonty 1t rs to be so regarded. • 

An author whose knowledge of his subject is extensive and accurate 
may better be trusted to decide whether what he advances is or is not 
worthy of attention than his readers Clin. The Bible is, as all admit, a 
unique book, produced under unique conditions. lts authors possessed 
unique advantages for the composition of their writings. Who then are 
we--whose resources are so limited-Lo commend or depreciate at our 
ple~ure any part or p:Jrtion as important or otherwise ? Many venes, 
which were once regarded as unworthy of consideration, have been shown 
to embody the most useful information, and all such, we doubt not, can 
be so treated. Our lack of light should surely make us humble in our 
judgment and cautious in drawing inferences and conclusions." 

WAS NOT PLENARY INSPIRATION OFTEN UNNECESSARY? 

Somewhat similar is the difficulty felt iu relation to passages in which 
events are recorded by persons who themselves took part in them; and, 
it is enquired whether in~piration could have been necessary to enable 
these to furnish a faithful record of what thus occurred. This, however, 
arises from confounding- the two distinct terms-revelation and inspira
tion. Revelation was a Divine act by which the Lord rlirectly imparted 
to men a knowledge of facts which they could have received by no other 
means. Such were the mode of the Being of the persons in the Trinity: 
the long predicted advent of Christ, '' the sweet wonders of the cros3," 
and the method of sovereign mercy. These could never have been ascer
tained from Natnre, inferred from the constitution of man, g11thered 
from the history of the development of our race, evolved from human • 
consciousness, or attair;ed to as the outgrowth of religious feeling. Had 
not God made them known, mankind would have remained in utter 
ignorance of these matters. The supernatural act by which men were 
primarily and directly informed of these, we call REVELATION. 

lnspiration is a more extensive term. It includes Revelation, but 
goes beyond it and covers more ground. Revelation made known super
natural truths and facLs ; Inspiration enabled favoured men to produce 
manuscripts which, in every possible manner, represented what God 
desirer!, and were therefore adapted to form part of His permanent 
Scriptnres to the end of time. 

Jeremiah did not require the aid of revelation to give an accurate 
account of thP kindness of Ebed-Melech, the Ethiopian (Jer. xxxviii. 7-

• Such passages, for example. as " the child sneezed seven times" (2 Kings 
iv. 35); one hundred and tHty-three fishes were oaught (John xxi. 11); Pe.ul 
needed his cloak, which had been loft at Troas (2 Tim. iv. 13). It may be sug
gested that the presumed insignificance of these and similar passages is due 
rather to the shallow mind of the objector than the intrinsic insignifice.noe of 
the passages themselves and the inferences to be dru.wn from them.- -AUTHOB's 
NOTE. 
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13). Isaiah needed no miraculous authority for the details of the sick
ness and recovery of Hezekiah (chap. xxxviii.). No revelation was 
needful to inform the writers of the facts of t.hese and similar state
ments. They could not, however, have been aware that it was God's 
will that these should form part of His Bible, apart from inspiration. 
With this they were favoured, and their records stand to this day.• 

HISTORICAL DISPARITIES. 

The histories which compose so large a portion of the Scriptnre.s 
have also caused solicitude, partly occasioned by the lack of proportion 
which they exhibit. Events of world-wide and lasting importance are 
unnoticed or referred to with the utmost brevity, while ordinary 
incidents in the lives of individuals are related at great length. Wlicnce 
this reticence on the one hand, and expansion of details on the otlier, if 
the entire volume was inspired by God·? We reply that in Pstimating a 
book it is wise to make a well-known line a rule of judgment, and 

"In every work regard the writer's end." 

The Bible does not claim to present a universal history, b11t to reveal 
God to men, and to enforce and exemplify ttle principles of His govern
ment both in providence and grace. 

Of the Old Testament we are told that " whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for OUR LEARNING, tliat WE through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 
4). John's sublime Gospel was penned "tha~ we might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and believing, have life tlirough 
His name" (John .xx. 31); while Paul states of all the then existing 
inspired books, that their design was to make men "wise unto salva
;,ion," and that they are •· profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and 
instruction in righteousness, that the mon of Go'.l be perfect, throughly 
fnrnished unto all good works" (1 Tim. iii. 15, 17). This affords 1t 

standpoint from which to regard the historicol portions of the inspired 
Volume in their entirety. 

They cover a period of thousands of years, the details of which could 
not be given in one or any number of books. Selection was therefore 

• The verb" to reveal" (litere.lly, to unveil or to disclose a.n object by rolling 
be.ok e, veil or ourta,in by which it was previously hidden) exactly corresponds with 
the Greek verb APO-KALUPTO, '' to remove e. veil from." It implies the antecedent 
existence of 11,n object or fa.et which was not visible because of o.n intorvening 
medium, which this 11,ot removed. •• Revelation," which describes this 11ct stands 
for the Greek term, APO-KALUPSIS (apoco.lypse), and describes the o.ct by which 
a, Divine or gra.oious object, fa,ot, or aot wa,s disclosed to the immorte.l mind of a. 
favoured person, Thus " no man knoweth the Father but the Son, e.nd he to 
whomsoever the Son wills to reveal Him.'' "By revelation, He m11de known 
unto me the mystery" (Matt. xi. 27; Ephes. iii. 8). The word which would be 
rendered "inspiration" (THEOPNEUBTIA) does not a.ctually occur in tho Greek 
Testament, though the English term is he.pplly employed in our fe.miliiu 
tre.nsla.tion e,s part of the rendering of the e.djeotive TIIEOPNEUSTOS (God
bree.thed, or inspired by God, in 2 Tim. iii. lG, where only it ooours). It is, 
however, universally employed by theologians in the senee in which it is 
employed in this pa.per. Revele.tion 11,nd inspiration (says Dr. Charles Hodge 
in his '' Systematic Divinity") differ: (1) In their object or do9ign. Rovela,tion 
ensures the reception of knowledge: in•piration Recure~ infallibility for those 
who a.re to impart knowledge to oth,ers. (2) The effect of revelo.tion was ~o 
render men wise. The effect of inspiro.tion wa,s to preserve them from error in 

teo.ohing or communice.ting the truth to their fellow-men. 
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imperative, al'ld the selection was perforce the act of God, who chose in His 
own wisdom, what should be put on record and what passed unnoticed. 
We have thus, for instance, the comparatively full biography of Joseph, 
while the lives of other men, both good and evil, are condensed into single 
verses. 

One purpose, however, is evidently at the root of all, and , o 
which all Old Testament history is more or less subservient-the 
li,,king of Jesus, the Christ, through the generations past, first to 
David, then to Abrallam, and finally to our natural head, Adam, 
finding its consummation in the full-orbed glory of the New Tesc.a
ment revelation of tile Person, character, and all-sufficient atonement 
of the Son of God. 

HISTORICAL DISCREPANCIES. 

Difficulty has been felt in admitting the plenary inspiration of 
the Bible, because some of its historical statements contradict others. 
That there are passages apparently of this character, cannot be denied, 
though in many cases a careful and reverential study of the text and its 
surroundings leads to quite a different conclusion. Space prevents a 
detailed examination of this branch of our subject, but it were wiser to 
believe when faced by such apparent discrepancies, that our understand
ing and judgments are limited and imperfect, and to await clearer light, 
than doubt the inerrancy of the Word of the Jiving God. Jonathan 
Edwards, that wonderful thinker and theologian, has remarked that "if 
God gives mankind His Word in a large Book, consisting of a vast 
variety of parts, many books, histories, prophecies, prayers, songs, 
parables, proverbs, doctrines, promises, sermons, epistles, and dis
courses of very many kinds, all connected together, all united in one 
grand drift and design, and one part having o. various and manifold 
respect to others, so as to become one great work of God and one 
grand system, as in tile system of the Universe, with its vast variety 
of parts, connected in one grand work of God ; it may well be 
expected that there should be mysteries, things incomprehensible and 
exceeding difficult to our understanding, analogous to the mysteries that 
are found in all the other works of God al! the works of c~eation and 
Providence, and particularly such as are analogous to the mysteries that 
are observable in the system of the natural world and the frame of man's 
own nature." 

(To be continued, if the Lord wills) 

WHY? A QUESTION AND ITS ANSWER. 
·\\THEN we were younger-perllaps we have not quite got over ic. yet-

in the ways of God, if we had not as corntortaule a day ae we 
formerly had, the first thing we did, as a rule, was to recall to mind what 
we had done. Had we read the Bible that morning ? Had we said 
sornetbing wrong ? Had our mind been occupied altogether with the 
things of this life, and to the exclusion of thought for the things of 
eternity 1 We used thus to look around to see what evil we had done 
that our soul that day w11s not so lively. 

Well, sometimes-we speak it softly--we were not able to charge any 
large amount of guilt upon our consciences in relation to thesa mattera. 
We had attended to God'~ Word, and tried to think 1.1bout Him; we 
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had guarded onr tongues, and sought to walk as straight as we possibly 
could ; nor could we say we had done anything very greatly wrong. So 
we wanted to account, if we could, for the darkness of our mind, or for 
our la.ck of spirituality, and the absence of God's blessings. This is how 
it used to be with some of us, but we think the Lord has taught us 
better since. We have learned that He is a Sovereign, and that He does 
not give us the light of His countenance and the realisation of spiritual 
blessings for our good deeds, and for our careful living. Not that we 
would utter a word against these ; but we would say that good works 
aud upright living cannot command the presence of God, or purchase the 
realisation of spiritual blessings. God is pleased sometimes to hide His 
face. Why, we cannot tell, bat we shall know 

11 When we stand with Christ in glory, 
Looking o'n life's finished story." 

Jn -tmoriam. 

0. s. DOLB"&Y. 

CHARLES HILL, OF STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK. 
Aug. 16th, 1820-Jan. 19th, 1904.• 

IT is recorded that at the funeral of John Knox on November '.!Gth, 15i:!, 
the Regent Morton pronounced over him the well-known enlogium, '' There 
lies he who never feared the face of man ; " and of him, whoso name head,; 
this page, the same might as truthfully be asserted. 

He was descended from a respectable family of Su!Iolk yeomen in the 
locality of Yoxford, but was born and spent his youth at Boccies, and from 
a child attended the ministry of the revered George Wright, whom to the 
last he regarded and spoke of with the utmost affection and reverence. 

In his early clays he was so sickly that none expected that he "l"l'Onld 
live to manhood, and his systematic education was impracticable. His 
eyes were chronically inflamed and his frame weakly. He was thcL·efore 
allowed to run about much as he chose. He nevm·thelcss read much, 
acquired a competent knowledge of figures, and stored his mind with a 
large amount of miscellaneous aud nondescript knowledge, whiclL stood 
him in good stead in after years. 

On account of his feeble health he was only half-baptised when an 
infant at home, and his earliest distinct memory was his being subse
quently taken to church to participate in the benetlts of tho rite (wlmtevor 
they may be) according to the Book of Common Prayer. 

His first commercial engagement was with a Quaker, whose business 
was that of a grocer and general dealer. He was soon entt-nsted with tho 
chnrge of all the accounts, and always afterwards spoke with priclo of the 
accuracy with which he kept them. This must have been in the neighbour
hood of Aldringham, for he appears to have attended our chapol on the 
Heath, at which Robert Aldiss was the minister, who, in due course, 
baptised him. 

Theology at this time greatly fascinated him, and he loved controversy 
on debatable questions, for its own sa.ke, with any competent person. If his 
opponent were an Arminian, he would argue on the Calvini;1tic side ; if :t 
Calvinist, he would reason as an Arminian-his only object boing to 
confute his adversary and obtain a logical victory. 

Gradually, however, the Lord-though he as yet knew nothing of tho 
spiritual force of the truth-convinced him of the Scripturalnoss of the 
doctrines of grace. which he helcl firmly to the last. At length the radical 

• The above, having been written hurriedly, may contain errors, which the Editor 
would be grntefnl Lo have pointed ant. In the reports appended Lo the Circular Letters of 
the" Su1folk and Norfolk Aeeociatlon of Particular Bap$1et Chnrcbee" our frien,l o.ppears 
ae paetor of the Crnneford Church In 1845 and 1846, and as of Stoke Ash, for the first time, 
In 1850. 
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change was wrought in his soul. Rapidly and irresistibly as the lightning's 
flash he was made a new man in Christ Jesus. The truth to which his mind 
had assented filled and tired his heart. One moment, as he knew, he was a 
lost sinner; the next he was confident that he was saved through the 
application of the Redeemer's blood to his conscience. 

A time of irrepressible joy followed, which was succeeded by a period 
of the greatest distress and gloom. He had no doubts concerning the 
veracity of the Gospel or of the reality of his own conversion to God. He 
simply " walked in darkness, and had no light," the one text which 
s~stained him being, "If the foundations be destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?" Doubtless the trial was sent that he might learn how firm 
and stable these foundations are. 

As he emerged from darkness, his heart gradually began to long to tell 
others of the truth he loved; and one memorable evening his future 
father-in-law beguiled him into attending a religious meeting in a cottage, 
and when retreat was impossible, quietly told him that he must preach. 
Preach he therefore did, and three persons were-to use his own favourite 
expression-" met with," one being outside and a listener through an open 
window. 

From that time, it must have been the spring of 1843, he preached 
repeatedly, almost always with tokens for good following. 

In 1847 he was invited to Zoar, Ipswich, and made the only pastoral 
bargain in all his life-namely, that he would serve them for £40 a year; 
but they felt unequal to the undertaking, and the matter fell through. 
Two-as we may call them--tentative pastorates followed, at Cransford 
(Suffolk) and Elsworth (Cambridge), which, though brief, led to many 
valuable friendships. 

In 1849 he became minister of the Baptist Chapel, Stoke Ash, serving 
the Church and congregation ably and successfully for forty-eight years. 
His views of truth were those of the higher Calvinism, but his large heart 
and clear and well-stored mind saved him from extravagancies of state
ment, and his strong natural love for what was right rendered all his 
teachings most practically salutary. 

His diction, though always plain, and often lapsing into the lingo of the 
county he loved so dearly, was invariably chaste and graceful, and at times 
rose to heights of the sublimest eloquence. If George Wright was (as J.C. 
Philpot happily styled him) "the silver-tongued prophet," Charles Hill 
was the "poet-preacher " of East Suffolk. He had, when in his prime, no 
peer, and immense congregations invariably crowded in and around the 
Association tent when he was announced to preach. 

He loved his Denomination, and served them with a right royal love. 
To his ministerial brethren he was a sage and safe friend. His policy was 
invariably stamped with God's blessing; and what he deprecated, however 
plausibly advocated at the time, almost invariably led to failure. 

He was a man of intense emotion, hated where he did hate with uncon
cealed indignation and vigour, and loved where he did love with all the 
forcefulness of his big, true, royal heart. 

He had an inexplicable aversion to the use of his pen, and never 
appeared in pl'int save under circumstances of urgency or high importance. 
His only Circular Letters were "On the Government and Discipline of a 
Gospel Church " (1802) and on "Sanctification" (1881). Both are valuable, 
and contain passages of singular beauty, the latter, which is the pro
duction of hi;; more matured mind, being richer and fuller of sublime 
evangelical truth. 

At the Services, held in his chapel on May 5th, 1805, to commemorate 
his Jubilee, or the fiftieth year of his career as an ordained Minister, it 
was reckoned that in all, during the day, no fewer than 2,000 persons, 
including many Ministers and other prominent Christian gentlemen, were 
present. A Te;;timonial of more than £200 was made him, to which Lord 
Henniker, the loc·al 1\1.P.'s, sevo1·al ,l.l'.'s, and seoros of friends in all parts 
contributed. 

He retired in 1890, preached his last sermon in 1808, and, after waiting 
quietly for the home-call in his peacPful village residence, passed away at 
the Mai,;ter's bidding to the realms of song above the skies. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

EBENEZER, LILLIE ROAD, 
FULHAM. 

THE fourteenth anniversary of the 
formation of the Cburoh was held on 
Lord's-day, November 22nd, 1903, when 
the pastor (brother Andrewe) preached 
in the morning from I Tim. i. 15, and 
brother H.. Mntimer iu the evening from 
Acts xxvii. 25, 26. 

On the following Tuesday pastor Jae. 
Clark preached in the afternoon from 
2 Sam. xxiii. 5. The sermon was much 
enjoyed. Aboat 70 friends se.t down to 
tea. 

chapel is well filled, then it is ancomfort
e.bly hot, and in ma.ny respects it is very 
inconvenient, so tha.t it is absolutely 
necesee.ry to pre.yerfally consider this 
important matter. It is estimated that 
the cost of the new chapel, with sc!:J.ool 
nndernee.th, cla.ss-rooms, and vestries, 
will be about £2,000. The remembrance 
of the Lord's e.ppea.rance on onr behalf 
a.t the commencement, when we were 
enabled to pay for the land upon which 
the present iron cha.pel ste.nds, en
courages us to believe tha.t He will 
a.ppea.r for us a.iain, and direct us to 
take snch steps and devise sach plans as 
she.II commend themselves to the Lord'• 
people, and lovers of His precious 
truths, that many ma.y be constrained 
to contribute liberally to the !and. We 
humbly look to Him, and in His Ne.me 
friends were urged to contribute to the 
Building Fund. 

The chairman, brother Goodley, me.de 
11, few encouraging remarks upon the 
words, "Bless the Lord. 0 my soul I" 

Brethren Cornwell, Dads well, Holden 
and Palmer were enabled to speak some 
soul - stirring words. Oar pa.star 
(brother Andrews) wa.rmly thanked 
all the bretb ren for coming. 

The collections amounted to £9 9s. 4J. 
This very ha.ppy meeting was brought 

to e. close by prayer and the singing of 
the Doxology. 

At the meeting in the evening our 
dear friend Mr. W. P. Goodley presided. 
Hymn, " Kindred in Christ for His dear 
se.ke," having been sang, our brother 
ree.d Pae.. oiii. Brother Shepherd en
ge.ged in prayer. The seoretary ree.d 
the report, which was very cheering, 
and recorded devout thankfulness for 
the Lord's abandan\ bleBBings daring 
the past year. Brother Andrews com· 
menced his labours as pe.stor on the 
first Lord's-day in January, and hae 
been supported by the Lord in the 
preaching the glorious Gospel. There 
has been a freshness in the Word 
preached, and the troth so faithfully 
proclaimed bas been m~e a blessing 
to the aouls of many of the Lord's 
redeemed ones. The attendim.oe at the 
services has been very good ; and 
e.lthongh we bege.n the year with a 
little fee.r lest the fine.ncial responsi- RECOGNITION SERVICE OF 
bilities should not be met, it was the.nk- PASTOR W, A. DALE. 
fully recorded the.t, e.t the end of ee.oh INTERESTING services in connection 
que.rter, a substantial balance was in with the recognition of W. A. De.le e.s 
he.nd. Auother oa.n6e for thankfulness pe.stor were held on December 10th, e.t 
was the.t the Lord had added eight dear Mount Ephraim Baptist Chapel, Mar
friends during the year-one by be.ptism gu.te. The meeting commenced with e. 
(e. teacher in the Sanda.y-sohool) e.nd tee. e.t 5 o'clock, to which a lfOOd number 
s~ven by transfer. We a.re in the enjoy- of friends so.t down. Evemng meeting 
ment of peace a.nd brotherly love. oommencerl .. t 6.30, under the presidency 
"Knit together (e.s the a.postle says) in of pRstor W. Chsinall, of Guildford, who 
love, and unto all riches of the full we.a supported on the ple.tform by Mr. 
e.ssuranoe of anderste.nding of the Bloy, of Birobington, e.nd the pe.stor 
o.ckuowledgment of the mystery of God, elect. 
e.nJ of the Father, a.nd of Christ." The I Pea.. xlviii. ba.ving been read, Mr. 
Suuda.y-sohool, though vrospering, we.s Bloy offered vr11oyer ; u.nd a.fter o. brief 
without e. suµerintendent. Our pre.yer address by the obe.irme.n on the ne.ture 
i•, that the Lord will soon send us e. of a Gospel Church, he called on Mr. 
euite.ble brother to fulfil this office. In Da.le to relate his co.II by gro.oe, bis 
oonolnsion, the secretary specia.lly re- reasons for e.cceptin~ the pe.stora.l 
ferred to the Building Fund. He office e.t Mount Ephra.1m, a.nd to sto.te 
sta.ted the.t the ba.la.noe in band wa.s the doctrines he intended to preach. 
£38 15~. 2~d. Iron buildings being This be.ving been done,pa.stor Chisnall 
Ullder the control of the County Connoil a.dded a. few words of enoonre.gement, 
body it is fee.red that the day is not far a.nd then co.lied on brother Wise (senior 
distant when suob structures will not deRoon) to rele.te the experience of the 
be allowed. This is e. co.use of llll• Church, which led to the choice of Mr. 
ea.siness a.t times; but, ape.rt from this, De.le for their pastor. Having done so, 
it he.e of late been maoh le.id upon our the cba.irme.n linked the ba.nds of 
hearts to seriously consider wha.t steps pastor Rnd dee.con, and ce._lle~ on t~e 
should be to.ken with 11, view to the members of the Church to s1gn1fy their 
erection of a. permanent sanotua.ry to approve.I of the union. This we.~ done 
the pra.ise of our God. Sometimes the by a. show of ha.nds. The che.uma.n, 
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w.hile holding the clo.sped ho.nds, con
cluded his so.voury and a.pproprio.te 
words to pastor and Church by so.ying, 
"What God ho.a joined together let no 
man put a.sunder." The oha.irmo.n wa.B 
graciously helped to offer the ordination 
prayer, o.fter which he delivered an 
excellent charge to the po.stor from 
l Tim. iv. 16. After another hymn, 
pastor Bloy delivered a. splendid cho.rge 
to the Chnrch from the words, "En
coura.ge him" (D~ut. i. 38). The 
Doxology ended this happy meeting, 
which was well attended. the chapel 
being nea.rly full. The presence a.nd 
blessing of our God was enjoyed by us, 
and we ca.n say truly, "'l'he Lord IS 
with us." 

CHRISTMAS MORNING AT MOUNT 
EPHRAIM. 

A very happy meeting was held on 
Christma.s morning a.t 11 o'clock. About 
100 Sunday scholars assembled to receive 
gifts of clothing, marle by the Dorco.s 
::Oociety or given by friends. Specio.l 
Christmas hymns were sung. Our 
pastor conducted the service, go.ve a. 
brief address to the children and friends 
a.seem bled, and presented gifts to the 
children. With sweets o.nd go.rments, 
the Christmo.s-time for the deo.r children 
was brightened, as wo.s evident in their 
beo.ming countenances. N eo.r the end of 
tbe meeting the superintendent of the 
Sunday-school so.id he had e. few words 
to say, and to the great surprise of our 
pa.stor it was to express the Christian 
love and good wishes of his people to 
him in the practical way. With a. few 
loving words brother Wise handed the 
pastor the gifts of the dear friends, 
which e.monnted to :£5 10s. Deeply 
touched by such lovingkindness, our 
po.~tor thanked the friends for their 
love and generosity, expressed so un
AXpectedly e.t this time and in such e. 
magnanimous form, while words failed 
to carry hie deer feelings of gratitude. 
He hoped his life and service among 
them would express his deep thankful
ness to them for their generosity and 
lo'l"e. The Benediction conoluded this 
happy meeting. 

AYLESBURY.-The close of the year 
is e.n appropriate time to recognise the 
gracious dee.linira of the Lord with His 
people, and our friends e.t the Aylesbury 
Baptist Church a.re to be oongre.tule.ted 
on the happy way in which they closed 
the year. They have succeeded in paying 
off the whole of the a.mount (:£1,<»4) 
incurred in re-building their chapel 
after nine years of united and prayer
ful effort, and on Thursday, December 
3let, a. successful series of services were 
held for the i,urpoee or rendering 
tbo.nke to Almighty God for Hie great 
goodness. In the afternoon pastor L. 
H. Coils, of Tring, preached e.n appro
priate sermon, and, following e. well-

served tea.. e. public thanksgiving service 
.was held, when addressees were given 
by pastors L. H. Coils (Tring), H. J. 
Lester ( Aston Clinton), Mr. T. 
Osbourn (Berkhe.mpetea.d), Mr. Jae, 
Ba.~ne.11 (Tring), and Mr. H. Chapman 
(senior dee.con). The meeting opened 
with prayer by Mr. J. Wall, the oldest 
ma.le member; and during the evening 
Mr. J. E. Beechey (secretary to the 
Building Committee, and euperin• 
tendent of the ::Ounda.y-eohool) a.eked 
the Church's acceptance of a. roetr:.1r.: 
cushion a.a e. thank-offering from t:: . .
school. The whole of the services were 
characterised with hea.rtinees and joy, 
and it is interesting to note that this 
old-established Ca.use still has the 
blessing of God resting upon it in 
spiritual increase, and the members a.re 
encouraged to look forward with hope. 
The day's proceedings concluded with e. 
social gathering of the members of the 
Church and congrege.tion.-ESPERANCE 
EN DIEU, 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. 

THE 29th anniversary of the above was 
held on Sunday, 10th Ja.nua.ry, 1904, 
when the pa.star preached in the morn
ing from Paa.Im xlviii. 7, and in the 
evening from Ise.ia.h Ix. 9. We had good 
gatherings of friends, the young people 
singing special hymns and anthems. 

The afternoon we.a very wet, and we 
had rather e. small attendance of friends, 
but the weather made very little differ
ence to the soholo.rs. Yl'e were pleased 
to hear the Ii ttle ones recite their pieces 
so nicely, and hope next time we she.II 
hear more of them. Our brother, Mr. 
Henry Browning, the late Secretary, 
visited us and go.ve us e. good a.ddrees on 
the praises of God, ta.king for hie text 
Poe.Im cl. 6. The various illusue.tions 
taken frc,m Scripture where praise we.a 
prompted by the eevere.l marvellous e.ote 
of God were very closely followed by 
the children, and the time soon fled. 

On Tuesday afternoon following, the 
services were continued. Mr. Ja.mes 
Clark, of " Hope,•· Bethne.l Green, 
preached from Judges vi. 14. The sermon 
we.a much a.ppreoia.ted. The children 
joined the friends at tee., the school 
being only just large enough to seat 
them e.11. 

At the evening meeting our brother 
Mr. Bartlett took the chair. He read e. 
portion of Luke xxiv., and our brother 
J. Browning afterwards engaged in 
prayer. The Chairman gave a few 
cheering words on the text, "Go for
ward," urging both teachers and scholars 
to still press on. The superintendent, 
brother Guille. then read the report and 
he.le.nee sheet, which showed that a good 
attendance wo.s maintained, both morn, 
ing and afternoon, o.nd also e.t the pastor's 
Bible-ole.ss. A small be.le.nee we.e in 
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hand. The secretary's plaoe had not 
been filled up as had been hoped. 
Thanks were poblioly expressed for the 
kind gift of Bibles by Mr. Dobson, of 
Surrey Tabernacle. 

Mr. Andrews, of Fulham, then spoke 
to the scholars on '' Hope " being a 
heavenly principle. All good teachers, 
he said, would never go into their 
classes without having in their heart a 
hope that the Lord would make the 
word spoken both spirit and life in the 
heart• of the scholars they taught. 

.Mr. Clark took a riddle from Eooles. 
xii., and obtained very attentive hearing 
while he propounded it. He obtained 
prompt and correct answers to his queR
tions on the house and its several parts. 

Mr. F. Grimwood spoke from Psalm 
oxix. 9, and wamed the scholars of bad 
oompa.ny. By repeating the text several 
times we trust they will " think upon 
these things." 

Mr. B. T. Dale spoke of young Abijah, 
in whom there was found some good 
tbing toward the Lord God of Israel in 
,he house of his wicked father, king 
Jeroboam. 

1'be pastor then distributed the prizes, 
amongst them being many presents 
from the teachers to the soholars. 

The collactions taken amounted to £13. 
Before the meeting olosed, the Bible

olass, through one of their members, 
our brother, Mr. Jas. Cattle, in a very 
gra.oeful and a.ppreoiative speeoh, pre
sented the pastor on their behalf with a 
beautiful dressing-gown and pair of 
slippers as a token of their love and 
esteem. J. B. 

OLD BRENTFORD (NOBTH·BOAD). 
-The New Yea.r'6 services were held 
here, as follows :-On Friday, Jan. 1st, 
at 7 a.m., the pastor and a large number 
of friends met for prayer and thanks
giving-thanksgiving for meroies and 
favours past, and prayer that the Lord's 
blessing might still rest upon the 
labours of our pastor and those who 
labour with him in the Master's oause 
in all our future work. Many earnest 
prayers were addressed to the God of 
all graoe on behalf of the pastor, the 
school, and every other effort pot forth 
for the spread of the Gospel. We think 
this meeting was a.ttenjed by more in 
number than on any like previous 
occasion. On Monday afternoon, Jan. 
4th, our brother J.E. Flegg preached 
from M~tt. xxviii. 20, "Lo, I am with 
you al way.·' The divisions were-(!) A 
people or persons peooliarly favoured; 
(2) A Presence most desirable; (3) A 
promise al ways abiding. In the even
ing our brother E. Mitobell 1ireaohed 
from Psa. xxxi. 15, "My times are in 
Thy hand," (I) An expressive phrase; 
(2) A sacred confidence; (3) A sweet 
consolation. Both these sermons were 
muoh enjoyed. The attendance was 

very jOod, and we pray that the Lord's 
bless111g may riobly rest upon theBe 
New Year's eervices, and that there 
may be many answers to our pleading-a 
in His nameJ. aad to Him shall be all the 
praise,-E. r·noMOW, Cbiswick. 

BETHESDA, IPSWICH. 
THE annual meeting in connection with 
the Sonday-school was held on January 
13th, 1904, when a.bout two hundred 
friends, including those connected with 
the sohool, partook of a. splendid tea, 
after which followed a very interesting 
meeting, whioh encouraged ~he teachers 
and those who take part in the Sabbath
sobool to go on in that good work. 
Pastor H. M. Morling (of Aldriugham) 
and Mr. W. Potter (Grundisburgb) were 
present, with our beloved pastor as 
chairman and president. Mr. J. Wright 
oommenoed thtl meeting by seeking the 
Lord's blessing, and, after our pastor 
had read a few verses from Pealms, 
the secretary's report of work for the 
year 1903 was read. It was mentioned 
that the past year had been one of 
"sorrows and joye," and, although the 
Lord bas taken to .l:limself one who was 
a good and faithful president for 26 
years, and who was loved by all those 
that knew him, we must thank our God 
that the work had sti II been carried on 
and in His own time He bad sent us 
e.nother faithful servant. The number 
of sobolars now standing on the books 
is 253 and teachers 31, against 29 teach
ers e.nd 228 sohole.rs as tbe.t of the pre
vious year, me.king e.n increase of 25 
sobolars and two teachers. Special 
attention was drawn to the punotoe.Iity 
of the sobole.rs, 

The superintendent we.a then oe.lled 
upon to give e. short address, and, in 
speaking as superintendent of the 
sobool, said he could endorse the re
remarks oonte.ioed in the report, e.nd 
ooopling his remarks with those of the 
secretary, thanked the teachers for 
their work of love in the sobool, &o. 
The meeting gre.due.lly drawing near to 
e. close, pastor H. 1\1. Morling delivered 
an ee.roest address, choosing for his 
text these words, ·• Labourers together 
with God" (I Cor. iii. !J). He referred 
to the changes wbiob be.d to.ken ple.ce 
durin11; the past year; e.ltbough men and 
things of time me.y obange, we could 
bless the Lord, who is always the so.me, 
and who ohe.nges not. Mr. Morling, in 
e.ddressing the tea.obers, remarked that 
be was delighted with the we.y the work 
in Bethesda Sunde.y-eobool we.s pro
gressing, and hoped it would oontiooe. 

Mr. W. Potter •poke well from these 
worde, ·• When I am weak, then am I 
strong" (2 Cor. xii. 10), be remarking 
that the teachers, doubtless, felt very 
wea.k at times for the.t wbiob le.id before 
them but in their weakness the Lord 
would be their strength. He felt posi-
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tive that the same Lord that had blessed 
would bless aga.in and again. 

Our beloved pastor thanked the two 
dear brethren for the very helpful 
addressee, which, by God's help, they 
had been able to deliver. A hymn was 
sung, a.nd our pastor closed the meeting 
with prayer. A. W. 

HIGH WYCOMBE. 
FOR some time past the younger mem
bers a.nd friends connected with 
"Zion" have been in the habit of 
meeting together for prayer in what 
is ea.lied the "Vpper Room," on 
Lord's-day afternoons, a.t the close of 
the school a.nd Bible-classes. After 
Mr. David Morling, who was a teacher, 
became connected with the Strict Bap
tist Mission, and went out &S a. mis
sionary to India., it was thought 
desirable to hold special prayer meet
ings on his and the Mission's behalf, 
after the manner of the Pratha.na. 
Sabha. Society a.t Brighton. Sunday, 
January 10th, was the first time of so 
meeting. After a. hymn bad been sung, 
Miss M. Rogers, one of the teachers, was 
asked tu make a. •tatement, which she 
did, a.a follows :-Dear friends, having 
been asked to say a. few word11 this 
afternoon, I will try and explain why 
we have met together here. Our object 
is to pray for our brother David, whom 
the Lord bas called to serve Him in 
India., and for the Mission with which 
he is connected : as also for all the 
servants of the Lord who take the 
Gospel to the heathen. Many prayers 
have ascended from this room tor our 
brother, that the Lord would he with 
him and l.,lese him, and make him a 
ble•sing. And we would like to support 
him, not only with our prayers, but 
practically with contributions. to the 
Mission, By having these meetings _we 
boJJe our interest in and sympathy with 
the ea.use of the Mission will be 
deepened, India. is so large and dark: 
let us not be satisfied with having just 
a few mi•sionaries there. We would 
like to have a.n army of those who 
believe in the precious truths of the 
Guspel of the grace of God, to go and 
take the light unto all the dark pla.cee, 
so that many may know and love the 
truth. Pea.Im !xv.:! ie very encouraging 
to those who i,ray, especially to those 
a.re interested in mission work : "0 
Thou that bearest pru.yer, unto Thee 
shall all flesh come." (I) The Person 
addressed - God in Zion. "Praise 
wa.iteth for Thee, 0 Ood, in Zion." 
The PsalmiAt was doubtleos thinking of 
the hoube of the Lord a.t Jerusalem, 
where Hi• people gathered together to 
worship Him. And we know that the 
words a.re true of the one Church of 
God everywhere. But I like to think 
that praise• wait for God here m 
Zion, and that here He is present when 

we meet for prayer. What a. meroy to 
have a God who hears prayer, and to 
have been taught to esteem it a privi-. 
lege I How different the gods of the 
heathen I How the prophets of Ba.a.I, 
poor, deluded crea.turee, pleaded with 
their god; but all in vain I But when 
Elijah prayed to his God the fire oa.~e 
down at once and consumed the saori• 
fice, so proving He hears prayer. 
Elija.h's God is our God : He is the ea.me 
now. (2) The promise: "Unto Thee 
shall e.11 flesh come." Does this mean 
everybody? If so, how is it that so 
many thousands live and die with no 
desire to come to God? I take it to 
mean the whole family of God wherever 
they may be-in England, or India., or 
any part of the world. God knows 
where all His people a.re, and saves 
them by His grace, and brings them to 
Himself. It matters not to Him 
whether they are blaok or white, or to 
what nation they belong: He brings 
them a.II to trust in Him, and come 
to Him by prayer. (3) Notice the cer
tainty expreesed : "Shall oome." There 
is no doubt a.bout it. Probably the 
Psalmist was thinking of the blessed 
prediction concerning Shiloh: '' Unto 
Him shall the gathering of the people 
be." How surely that ie bei.ug fulfilled 
from &l?e to age I And Christ Himself 
said, "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all 
unto Me." What a.n encouragement for 
those who preach the Gospel I Its suo
cess • does not depend on the preacher, 
nor the people whether they will 
accept it or not. The work is the Lord's; 
He draws His people to Himself, by the 
power of His grace, wrought by the 
Holy Ghost in the heart; He tea.ohes 
thew by mea.nij of the Gospel prea.ohed 
by His eervants, whom He oalls and 
prepares. for the work. Let us take 
courage, knowing that God has power 
over a.11 hearts, and pray earnestly for 
the success of the Gospel wherever it 
goes. 

Following this address, eD.rnest 
prayers were offered on the behalf of 
the Mission work and its workers, and 
the mites of the friends JJresented. To 
all our young member~, and aged ones 
too, we say,•· Go ye and do likewise," 

CROYDON.-The New Year's meet
ing and pastor's anniversary was held 11ot 
Derby-road Baptist Chapel on Tuesday, 
January 5th. A helptul sermon was 
preached by pastor 0. S. Dolbey, ~f the 
Surrey Ta.berne.ole, from l Cor. Ill, 21-
23, to a good e.fternoo_n oongrega.tion. A 
publio tea. and meetmg followed, over 
whioh brother J. M. Rundell effio1ently 
presided, and, after the opening devo
tional exercise•. e.•ked the JJaotor fo~ a. 
statement of a.ffuirs generally, to wh10h 
he responded in a grateful a.oknowledg
ment of Divine goudness e.r.d help, and 
stated that none had been taken a.way by 
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death during the pa.et year, either from 
the Church, oongrege.tion, or school, and 
that the work had been well sustained 
by the Lord's blessing and an inoreaei::ig 
congregation of worshippers. The chair
man followed with a few appropriate 
and encouraging words, aud called upon 
brother T. Carr, who spoke from i; The 
Church of God;" brother B. r. Dale 
from "Christ is all and in all ; " 
brother T. Jones from" God is able to 
make all grace aboniid towards yon," 
and brother 0. S. Dolbey from "My 
soul shall make her boast in the Lord." 
Some appropriate remarks from the 
chairman and cheerful singing between 
the .highly spiritual and cheerful 
speeches given by the brethren, and 
liberal contributions from the people, 
combined to make a God-honouring 
and interestmg season of joyful thank
fulness, which was closed with prayer 
by the chairman and the Doxology.
EBENEZER BEECHER. 

REHOBOTH, BEDFORD ROAD, 
CLAPHAM. 

SERVICES to commemorate the eighth 
anniversary of the pastorate of Wm. 
Waite were held on Tuesday, January 
7th. At 3.15 Mr. Mitchell was graciously 
helped to preach from Rom. x. 4, 
dwelling (1) on the grand and import
ant testimony of the text ; (2) its 
design; (3) the persons desodbed. The 
a.tteudance was good, the Master's pre
sence felt, and the sermon bleat to 
many. 

The evening meeting commenced at 
6 30, the pastor in the chair. After 
singing, and reading the 1st chapter of 
·ee.ul to the Hebrews, the chairman 
called upon brother R. Bawdon, who 
sweetly led us at the throne of grace, 
imploring Divine blessing upon the 
meeting. We felt it good to draw nigh 
unto God. 

The ohe.irman then made a few re• 
marks upon the ohe.pter he read, etating 
that he had no glowing account to 
make of the past year's labours, had 
received much help from Hie Master. 
We have had to mourn our lose by 
death, remove.le by Providence, and 
some of our number through old age, 
affliction and other oaneee, prevented 
fro~ meeting often with us. We, with 
others, had to <!eplore the present state 
in the world, and the professing world 
too. In the one an increased state of 
godlessness, and that becoming more 
bold e.l!d defiant, while in the church 
much oonfneion, oontention about 
words, and traditions of men. However, 
the Lord is !faithful. He has led us 
forth out of the world and a mere pro
feosion, and is leading us about, and 
will lead us on and through to our 
eternal home above. 

Brother Mitchell then gave us a 
masterly address from Heb. i. 4, and 

brother Cornwell from a verse in Song 
of Solomon. After the collection the 
chairman called upon brother Holden, 
who gave a very sweet and encouraging 
address. 

Brother Da<lewell spoke and testified 
of the Lord's presence and blessing 
from the words of Paullthe aged, "The 
Lord stood by me." 

Our brother H. Mundy then ea.me on 
the platform and drew the attention of 
the friends to the gifts and collections, 
especially to our Farthing Fund, car
ried out by Mrs. Mundy, with the help 
of our lady friends, which this year 
had amounted to £5 18s. 3d., added to 
the gifts, and gift of the tea to the col
lection for the pastor, as follows:
Collections and gifts, £8 ls. l()½d.; 
Farthing Fund, £5 18s. Sd.; making a 
total of £H 0s. l½d. • 

The chairman gave hie hearty thanks 
for the practical way in which they bad 
showed their love t,owarde him. 

Our brother F. Grimwood then gave 
us a very cheering address, which was 
muoh enjoyed by the friends present. 
The singing of the Doxology brought 
the meeting to a close whioh was well 
attended by friends and well-wishers. 

On the following Thursday, through 
the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Mundy, a 
tea was provided for children and 
parents of the Snnday-eohool, e.nrl 11, 

lantern lecture by Stanley Martin on 
"Famous Bonfires." The chapel was 
full, and the lecture much enjoyed. 
The collection was for the school 
funds, 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE, MOTE· 
ROAD).-On Wednesday, January 6th, 
New Year's tea meeting was heldi when 
about fifty, including young 11,mbs, 
partook of a very beautiful repo.st. The 
opening hymn, "Awake my soul in 
joyful le,ye," having been sung, brother 
G. Brown sought the Lord's blessing on 
the meeting, and the 103rd P~o.lm was 
read. Profitable addressee were de
livered by brother F. Baker from Exod. 
xiv. 15, "Go forward;" brother F. 
Mason from Heh, xiii. G, ·' The Lord 
is my helper;" brother Wm. Drury 
from Rom. viii. l, " There is therefore 
now no oondemnation to them who are 
in Christ Jesus;" T. Millen from 2 Cor. 
v. 7, "For we walk by faith, not by 
eight;" G. Brown from Rom. viii. 28, 
"And we know that all things work 
together for good to them tha.t love 
God." Brother H. J. Walter stated 
that £ l 5~. was collected at tea to wards 
the Renovation Fund, and that we had 
now in hand £6,5 for the.t purpose. He 
then made a few remarks upon Pea.Im 
oxix. ll 7; "Hold Thou me up, and I shall 
be safe." The chairman said we should 
do well, both young and old, to make 
that portion our earneot prayer for this 
year. This happy service was concluded 
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with pra.yer a.nd Benediotion.-EDWARD 
WAGON. 

WHITTLESEA (ZION). -The New 
Y ea.r's tea a.nd meeting were held on 
Ja.n. 6th. In the evening addresses 
were given by the pa.stor (Mr. J. T. 
Peters) from the words, " lie fa.iletb 
not," by Mr. Throssel from p911,. xxvi. 
8. a.nd by Mr. Winch from the question, 
'· Lovest thou Me 1" On the following 
Tuesda.y a, tea. wa.s held in conneotion 
with the pe,stor's Bible-cla.es, when 
nea.rly forty young people were pre
sent.-C. BRAKES, 

ELTHAM BAPTIST CHURCH. 
MEMORIAL-STONES LAYING 

OF CHAPEL IN BALCASKIE ROAD, 
WELL HALL. 

THE friends composing the Eltha.m 
Baptist Church ha.ve every rea.son to 
praise God for His goodness a.nd meroy, 
e,nrl to ta.ke their fa.ith a.nd coura.ge in 
both ha.nde a.nd press on with vigour. 
At the la.ying of four memoria.l stones 
of the cha.pel in Ba.loa.skie-roa.d, Well 
Ha.II, on Tuesda.y a.fternoon, Je,n. 19th, 
there a.ssembled a, goodly number of 
friend• with fnll purpose of hea.rt to 
help forwa.rd the erection of this house 
of prayer in a, la.rge, new e,nd ra.pidly 
growing district of the fa.r South-Ea.et 
of London. Amongst the Churches 
represented were Zion, New Cross; the 
Surrey Ta.bema.ole ; Da.cre Pa.rk ; Enon 
and Ca.rmel, Woolwich; a.nd Provi
dence, Erith. Pastor E. White presided, 

Mrs. John B. Kenna.rd la.id the first 
stone. Our sister ha.s been the mea.nsi 
under God, of giving this Cburoh a, rea. 
sta.rt in life, on a sure a.nd sound ha.sis. 
The bea.utiful a.nd capacious freehold 
site, on the hill, overlooking the new 
estate a.nd the country for miles a.round, 
is Mrs. Kennard's free gift, including 
a.II la.w costs wha.tsoever, Upon this 
stone no less tha.n £50 was placed by 
relatives a.nd friends of Mrs. Kennard's. 
"The Lord bless thee out of Zion" is 
and 'l'I ill be the prayer of all. 

The next stone we,s laid by Genera.I 
Sir William Stirling, K.O.B., who gave 
a spiritna.l a.nd interesting address, 
touching upon the inscription whioh 
his stone bears, ·• My house shall be 
called a house of pra.yer for all 
peoples," and also upon several inoi
dents connected with his early life-his 
fi.rat school days being spent within a 
stone's throw of the chapel site. The 
General has rendered a great and 
generous service by his presence and 
part in the ceremony. 

We then had a very instruotive ad
dress by Rev. F. C. Lovely, B.A., of 
St. John's Iron Church, Bexley. 

Then came the third stone, which was 
laid by our beloved friend Mr. Thomas 
Green, of the Surrey Taberna.cle. We 
shall never forget the kindness of our 

brother, and the va.lued interest he has 
taken in the Lord's work and oa.use 
here. His spiritual and experimental 
address on gra.oe and glory wa.s blessed 
to several of those who were favoured 
to hea.r it. Not only did Mr. Green lay 
his own donation on this stone, but he 
also pla.ced thereon the gifts of several 
beloved friends e,nd collea.gues of his at 
the Surrey Tabernacle. 

Then oa.me the laying of the " Banks 
Memorial Stone," a stone commemora
ting the life and labours of the founder 
and many yea.re Editor of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL. This stone was laid by Mr. 
Charles Burt Banks (the eldest living 
son of Charles Waters Banks), who 
gave an eloquent and stirring rii8U111e of 
some of the salient points of his father's 
long and arduous service in the Church 
of Christ as printer, editor, poet, and 
preacher. 

The total amounts laid on ea.oh stone 
were: 1, £00; 2, £6 10s.; 3, £17 16s.; 
4, £27 15s. 6d. (which included the 
collection) ; gra.nd total for the after
noon, £102 ls. 6d. 

The Congregational Cho.rob at Eltham 
kindly lent us their schoolroom for the 
tea and evening meeting. A goodly 
number of friends from sister Churches 
attended both. Mr. A. J. Robbins, of 
Ealing, presided at the evening meeting. 
In Mr. Robbins, as in Mrs. Kennard 
and Mr. F. J. Catchpole, we have found 
another staunoh and valued friend, and 
generous supporter. The speakers of 
the evening-brethren Rose (of Wool
wich), West (of Erith), and Wileman 
(of De.ore Park)-were much helped of 
~he Lord, and their addresses, as well as 
the chairman's, were greatly enjoyed, 
e.nd we hope will bea.r good fruit in 
days to come. The evening oolleotion 
amounted to £6 6s, Sd-making the 
day's total up to £107 8s. 2d. To God 
be the glory, grea.t things He bath done. 

CHIEL, 

STRIOT BAPTISl' MISSION. 
ON Monday,1. January 11, in connection 
with the istriot Baptist Mission, a 
prayer-meeting was held at Chadwell
atreet, Clerkenwell, i,resided over by 
Mr. E. Mitohell. Prayers were offered 
by brethren Hodges, Mill wood, E. 
Marsh, Maokenzie, and Fre.nklin, and 
an address was given by pastor R. 
Mutimer. 

The address was warm - hea.rted, 
original, and spiritually helpful. The 
points as I gathered them were-

The great Captain appears to His 
servant. 

He oan do without servants, but uses 
them. 

He appears at times or difficulty. 
He came in military array. 
The effeot on Joshua - he wor

dhipped. 
He ga.ve a plan. 
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God'e will must beacoompliehed when 
His eervante follow Hie "plan." We 
have one: if we follow it we must 
euooeed, though waiting for the bleee
inir ie trying. 

Hymn No. 8 (tune, "Rockingham") 
having been enng, pastor E. Mitchell 
concluded in prayer. 

BLA..KENHAM (Strl7FOLK).-Worde 
fail to express our gratitude to God for 
having answered our prayers. Lord'e• 
day, January 3rd, was 11, very happy day 
for God's dear people at Blakenham. 
Our young brother C. Mothersole wae 
the preacher for the ocoasion, and very 
acceptable he proved to be. At the 
close of the morning eervioe brother W. 
Carr led into the baptismal pool a dear 
eister and brother (husband and wife), 
and immersed them in the name of our 
Triune God. We thank God and take 
courage, trusting othere may eoon be 
constrained to oaet in their lot with us. 
-M. A. MOORE. 

STEVEN AGE.-The New Year's 
meeting was held on Wednesday, Jan. 
6th, 19(}1, when we were favoured to 
hear Mr. Juli, of Ca.mbridge, both 
afternoon and evening. The eervioee 
were much enjoyed by the good congre
gations prt>sent, and many expressed 1t 
a season to be long remembered. A tea 
was provided in the interval between 
the services, and 11, goodly number eat 
down. Colleotione were in excess of 
last year.-C. A. F. 

IPSWICH, ZOAR BAPTIST CHAPEL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

TEACHERS AND BIBLE-CLASS SOCIAL 
EVENING. 

THE annual social tea was oelebra.ted on 
December 30tb, 1903, when over forty 
911,t down. Our pastor presided at the 
evening ,neeting, and after sin1Jing, 
brother E. Garrod asked the Divine 
blessing. The President, in opening, ex
pressed bis pleasure at meeting so many 
young friends and workers again, tbie 
making the Hth anniversary he had 
presided over, wiehed the teachers much 
of the blessing of the Lord in their 
work, and oonoluded by giving 11,e a 
motto for the New Yoar," Be strong and 
of good ooun.ge" (Joshua i. 9). 

The secretary, brother A, Forsdiok, 
gave a ~eport of the year's work, and 
financial statement of the school year. 

Brother J. Threadkell. superintendent1 
~ve us the average attendance or 
scholars and teaobers, which compared 
favourably with former years, was ll"lad 
to welcome so many friends and fellow
workers, ann expressed his thanks to all 
who had helped in carrying on the good 
work. For the New Year he desired we 
should not be weary in well-doing, for in 
due season we shall reap if we faint not, 

Br~her G. W. Gardner and Mrs. J. 

Th re~dirall, teacher of the young 
women's Bible-class, also briefly 
addressed the meeting. 

May the meeting prove 11, stimulant 
for further earnest work, and may more 
energetic helpers be found anxious to 
extend the ltingdom of Christ in this 
little" Hill of Zion." A. F., Sec. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE inmates of the Society's Homes 
have a1Jain been kindly remembered 
at Christmas by many friends, and 
the lady visitors have made their 
usual distribution of joints to the 
pensioners in tbe Hornsey Rise Home. 
Those in the Ca.mberwell Home have 
been entertained at tea, after whiob 11, 
bright and profita~le• meeting was held. 

.• The prayer-meetings held on Saturday 
evenings at 6.30 at the Camberwell and 
Hornsey Rise Homes are open to the 
public, as also are the other services. 
The Committee are always glad of the 
presence and help of Christian friend~ 
on these oooasions. . . 

On Wednesday •evening, February 
10th, at 7 o'olook, Mr. W. Stanley 
Martin will lecture in the Hall of the 
Hornsey Rise Home, on "Tbe Tinker of 
Bedford, and the Book that he wrote," 
illustrated by over fifty limelight 
pictures. Mr. W. Buu;.stead will pre
side, Admission sixpence. It is hoperl 
that a large audience will assemble, and 
thus aid the Maintenance Fund of the 
Home. . . 

Without the Be~evolent and Coo.I 
Funds the Homes would be devoid of 
muoh of their value, for it is evident 
that when ea large a number of agerl 
peopled well together,some epeoial helµ, 
over and above the pensions, is needed. 
In the first plaoe an equal supply of 
coals must be provided for o.11, and the 
need in this reepeot is amply met, by the 
distribution of upwards of 320 tons. In 
addition to meeting a necessity, 11, fire
side is an immense comfort to those who 
are often confined to their rooms for 
weeks together, and who find in tbe 
ruddy ll'low or fire light that whioh 
cheers them in hours of loneliness. .. 

Ministration to the eiok and infirm i• 
another important feature of the work, 
and through the Benevolent Funds the 
lady visitors are enabled to meet the 
needs of those who epeoially re,1uire 
011,re and attention, though it cannot be 
repeated with too muJh emphasis that 
this aid is not intended to relieve the 
children and other relations or inmates 
of the natural obligations that devolve 
upon them, From these funds 
gratuitous medical attendance is pro
vided for all, and nursing and help for 
the needy ones. 
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MRS, ELIZA BROWN. 

The Church at Chatham-road, Wands
worth Common, has suffered loss by the 
removal from earth to heaven of our 
sister, Mrs. E. Brown. She will be 
greatly missed, for her genial disposi
tion, sound judgment, and Christian 
courtesy won our esteem and love. Our 
friend was brought to consider her 
position when about 30 years of age. 
Nursing a friend, a true Christian, 
through a long and painful illness, she 
was impres~ed by the patience with 
which the sufferings were borne. The 
words," If vou died what would be your 
condition 1 "were constantly in her mind. 
Her father, a godly man, spoke on soul 
matters, and prayed with her. For 
some time our sistercontinued in a very 
unhappy condition, but was brought 
into liberty under a sermon preached 
by the late Mr. J. Blake from the words, 
" Arise, shine, for thy light is come," and 
was subsequently baptised, and united 
with the Church then worshipping in 
Artillery-street, Removing some time 
after to that neighbourhood, joined the 
friends at Maynard-road, We.lthe.mstow. 
From thence she went to Clerkenwell 
and attended the ministry of the lu.te 
Mr. John Hazelton, whose preaching 
was greatly bleat to her. After being 
away from London for some years, our 
friend came to dwell in New Wands
worth. In 1895 she was received into 
fellowship, and to the end was a most 
consistent member, one who adorned 
the doctrines of God our Saviour. She 
enjoyed good health until reoently. A 
few weeks back, being taken ill, an 
operation became necessary. Our sister 
had ~ome doubt as to whether she 
would recover, for when her son saw 
her the day after she knew the doctor's 
opinion, she said she had been muoh 
troubled in her mind about it, but 
having laid the matter before the Lord 
she had no fears, that if it was the 
Lord's will to bring her through she 
should be glad for the sake of her 
children, but if not she knew that all 
would be well, for He would take her 
to Himself, and her prayer was that she 
should see her two dear ohildren there. 
When the writer went to see her on the 
day she died, our friend oe.lled him1e.nd. 
as he bent over her, she said, "Its all 
right. 

" Mv hope is built on nothing less, 
Than Jesu•' blood and righteousness," 

and on the evenin~ of Monday, Jan. 
18th, she passed to fairer worlds.-J. E. F. 

IJ:EORGE EDWARD CROUCH. 
To such names of d~arted brethren 

as Morter, Cannings, E. E. Gray, men 
who served faithfully and long the 
Church at Gurney-road, Stratford, as 
de1J.cons, must now be added that of 

George Crouch, who entered into 
heavenly rest on Maroh 28th, 1903, aged 
65 years. Our muoh-esteemed brother 
was born in 1838 at Herne Bay, where 
his father was in business as a baker. 
But the boy was soon left fatherless 
(though his mother lived to be 87), and 
consequently went to work in a draper's 
shop at Canterbury, where he rema.infd 
till he was 23. He then went to Dover 
and attended Salem Be.pti~t Che.µel, 
where he was convicted of his sinner
ehip, and ultimately assured. of his 
pardon through the blood of Jesus 
Christ, which brought him peace with 
God, In this place also he was baptized, 
and stayed until led by Providence to 
London, where for a time he worshipped 
at Mare-street, Hackney. ,Just before 
his conversion he married, and for 
thirty-seven years proved a good 
husband and father, and how the 
"memory " of him is " blessed" is well 
expressed Cln the memorial card, 
"Beloved by all," whioh is especially 
true of his family, and all who knew 
him. In 1872 he joined the fellowship 
of the now Gurney-road Church, Strat
ford (then meeting in Forest-lane, under 
the pastorate of Captain Gray). This 
was his earthly spiritual home and 
sphere of usefulness till his decease. 
His attachment to God's people was 
maintained by Christ's love to them and 
himself, and mutually reciprocated by 
both. As deacon, superintendent of 
sohool, leader of Gospel Band, treasurer 
of Church, and delegate to the Associa
tion, some of which responsible posi• 
tions he filled for years, and well filled 
too, those who were immediately or 
remotely e.ssooie.ted with him can testify 
to his diligence, humility, tle.rnestness, 
and epiritue.l-mindednese. Thouf!:h in 
his earlier and middle years of hfe he 
had sometimes to bear the yoke of 
adversity and hardship, yet God 
prospered him in later yeu.rs (and the 
ea.use of God we.a enriohed thereby) ; 
but with it he had to endure muoh of 
the ballast of affliction, his body often 
being attaoked with rheumatism and 
rheumatic fever, Yet, nevertheless, the 
suffioient grace of God shone through 
him, his lips uttering freely thee.bound
ing goodness of his Lord. The le.at six 
montbe of his life, through failure of 
health, were spent at Margate, where he 
breathed hie last. Amongst hie later 
words were heard:-" 0 Lord, I would 
not wish to see," &o., and" When I get 
l!P yonder, I will sing e.~ loud e.e any." 
He was fully ooneoious to the le.at, 
nodding his hee.d at statements me.de 
ooncerning his safety in Christ Jesus, 
and for the future. His funeral took 
ple.oe on Saturday, April 2nd,1.e.nd was 
oonduoted by his pastor (Mr. l!i, Marsh) 
in the Chapel, and at West Ham 
Cemetery. In both ple.oes there were 
large gatherings. On e. subsequent 

1 Lord's-day his departure was referred 
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to, his pastor preaching from the text, 
Rom. xiv. 12, ' So then every one of us 
shall give aooount of himself to God." 
By what the writer personally knew 
for years of our brother, as well as that 
of hie spiritna.l friends and a.cqnaint
anoes, the testimony can be borne that 
his" a.ocount" will be e.n acceptable one 
because J esns was His Surety, Advoce.te, 
and Forerunner. His Christian life is 
well summed up in Pe.nl'• words, on the 
memorial card," I have fought e. good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith." So may we "endure 
hardness" as '' good soldiers of J esns 
Christ," and enter into similar rest and 
hononr.-SAMUEL J. TAYLOR. 

MB. JOHN ELMAB. 
It is with sorrow we have to record 

the death of Mr. John Elmar, of Hill 
Farm, Ste.rston, which took pla.oe on 
October 30th,after much suffering, aged 
73, His la.et public service was the 
Harvest Home on October 5th ; now he 
has been ira.thered home "as e. shook of 
corn cometh in his see.son" (Job v. 26). 
Never had any Church e. better member, 
or pastor e. better dee.con, and the ,vriter 
feels that q,ny record of such a life 
should be touched with a reverential 
hand. How our brother delighted to 
tell of God's mercy to him when as a 
young man he we.s wild and sinful. 
Possessing a good voice, he was e. oon
ste.nt freq nentor of the village public• 
honeee, and delighted in song singing 
and mueio. After. e. time, the songs 
whioh he had committed to memory lost 
their freehnese, and being unable to 
read, he was at what he considered e. 
diee.dve.ntage. It struck him that the 
New Testament contained easy, simple 
words, and that if he could learn to read 
it, he would be able to read song books 
also. Being persevering and determined, 
he a.eked the help of e. friend to tee.oh 
him. He ea.ye :-" I read the book, and 
the book soon read me." Convicted of 
his state e.e e. sinner, he attended the 
ministry of Mr. Benjamin Taylor, but 
the Word seemed to condemn him more 
and more. Mr. Taylor preached one 
Lord's-day from the prophetic words of 
lea. !xv. 1, "I e.m sought of them that 
a.eked not for Me ; I am found of them 
that sought Me not." The message 
brought peaoe and pardon to hie soul, 
and after a time he was baptised by Mr. 
Taylor on January 23rd, 1853, For up
wards of fifty years onr brother waP in 
membership, continuing sound in 
dootrine1 consistent in oharaoter, and 
persever1ne- in labour, He was a tower 
of strength to the Church, and in every 
respect an honour to it. Perhaps few 
knew the Goepel better, believed it with 
a firmer faith, or more ardently aimed 
to further its proclamation to others. 
He lived, as well as loved the Gospel, 
never attaining perfection in the flesh, 
·Or professing to do, but by habitual up-

rightness and integrity of character, 
exhibiting those principles which a, 
saving a.cqua.inta.nce with the power of 
the Gospel promotes. True to what he 
believed, he was large heuted, and 
" loved a.II who love our Lord J esns 
Christ in sincerity and truth." Chosen 
dee.con on ~a.rob 19th, 1876, he filled the 
office well. Mr. Elmar knew his place 
and filled it "for the )[aster's sake." 
Ra.in, he.ii. wind, or weather, never kept 
him a.way from the means of grace. 
Persons of a.II she.des of religious thought 
admired him, and the men who worked, 
and did business with him, would never 
swear in his presence. How we all loved 
him. Ah, how we miss him ! Good 
honest John Elmar I hie prayers were 
fraught with richness. They rang with 
honesty, and were tender with love. 
They inspired the pastor, cheered and 
invigorated many a troubled heart. God 
taught John Elme.r to pray. How often 
after a. sermon he would come to me, 
with tee.re streaming down his face, and 
say :-" It touched me!" One thing he 
mourned, that the house was not filled 
as in the palmy de.ye of Taylor, when 
the Courts were crowded. His last days 
were spent in song, till he became too 
weak in body. It was e. joyous ending 
of a bee.utifol life. A few days before 
his death he ea.id to the writer, " I 
wonder who will fill that corner behind 
the organ when I e.m gone?" I felt e.t 
home there I He expressed a wish that 
e.t his funeral the friends should sing :-

" A debtor to mercy alone, 
Of covena.nt mercy I'll sing."1 

The writer (who was assisted in the ser
vice by pastor A. J. Jarrett, of' Shelf
e.nger), le.id the mortal remnins to rest 
in the Chapel graveyard on Wednesday, 
November !th, e. large number of 
·friends being present. On the Lord's
day following, Psalm xcii. 1:1, "They 
that be planted in the House of the 
Lord1 she.ll tlourish in the Courts or our 
God,' was gre.oiously impressed upon 
our mind e.s e. suitable text for the 
ocoe.sion, and we sought to extol that 
grace whioh had bet>n so precious to our 
friend in life and death. '' He being 
dead, ye& spee.keth "-D.S. 

MRS. SUSANNAH SAVAGE. 

Again death has come and thinned 
our ranks. Mrs. Savage on her dying 
bed told the writer she was brought to 
.lr.now and love the Lord Jesus e.t the 
age of 20. She was be.ptized e.t Ore.ns
ford, transferred to Charsfteld, and from 
Charstleld to the Church at Bl11kenhe.m, 
rather more than twenty years a.go. 
Thus for forty-seven years she we,s e.n 
hononre.ble member or 11, Christian 
Ohurch. Our dear sister loved the 
doctrines of grace, and filled her place 
in the aanctuary whenever she could. 
She was very loveable, and loving, and 
deeply interested in the welfare of the 
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young. How often have we heard her 
quote the text, "The angel that 
redeemed me from all evil, bleBB the 
lads." She had a cold some time, but 
was taken worse on Tuesday, Nov. 10th. 
Everything that loving hands could do 
for her was done ; nevertheless, she 
gradually became worse, and on Thurs
day, Nov. 19th, passed away from earth 
to be for ever with the Lord. It was a 
great pleasure to be with her in her 
dying hours ; she was conscious and 
happy to the last, resting on Christ. 
Our dear sister was 67 years old. Her 
mortal remains were interred in the 
burial ground at Blakenham, on .Nov. 
24th. 111r. J. Grimwood, a very dear 
friend of the deceased, ably officiated. 
We miss her much, but trust the Lord 
will raise up others to fill the vaoant 
places.-M. A. MOORE. 

JAMES WRIGHT 
(of Acton-lane Ta.bernaole, Acton, W). 

On October 30th, 1903, our beloved 
brother. "having fought the good fight, 
having finished the course, having kept 
the faith," was called to his rest. 
During last winter a severe illness laid 
him aside for many months; the Lord 
was pleased, in answer to prayer, 
partially to restore him to health, and 
be was able to resume his duties. But 
an attack of influenza., at the beginning 
of October, again prostrated him ; com
plications ensued, and, his strength 
rapidly failing, on the above date, sur
rounded by his dear wife and ohildren, 
he fell asleep, to awake with the likeness 
of his dear Lord. Not long before he 
passed a.way a. Christian sister said to 
him, "You feel that you a.re on the 
Rock." "Yes," he replied, 
"' On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand ; " 1 

and added, "By grace a.re ye saved." 
Then ea.me his last conflict with the 
adversary and his final victory; fe.intly 
from the lips of the dying saint were 
heard the words, "The enemy, the 
enemy-but King Jesus is enthroned 
above all enemies." "Bless and praise 
the dee.r Lord for all His me.ny mercies, 
and for His precious Word of Truth, 
which never fails, and for all His 
precious promises." Lapsing into un
consciousness he never a.gain spoke, but 
with these words did be bear bis dying 
testimony to the abiding faithfulness 
of bis covenant God, and, that when his 
flesh e.nd his bee.rt failed, God wa.A the 
strength of his heart, and his portion 
for ever. On November 4th, in the 
presence of many friends. a. brief 
service, conducted by Mr. W. Archer, 
was held in the Acton Lane Tabernacle, 
after which the mortal remains of our 
brother were conveyed for interment 
to Acton New Cemetery. On the Lord's
day following, Mr. W. E. Palmer 
preached the funeral sermon, ta.king 

for hie text John xiii. 7. Our brother, 
in 1884., beoe.me a. member of the 
Ohuroh under the pastoral ea.re of 
Mr. A. G. Edwards, by whom he was 
ba.ptized, On the death of the pastor 
he continued to worship with his 
brethren in the Kensington Hall, 
Kensington Park-road, W., but removing 
to Aoton, he decided eventue.lly to unite 
with the Church under the pastorate of 
Mr. W. Archer, and was received into 
communion November 5th, 1893. 111 
December, 1894, he was elected deacon, 
which office he honourably and faith
fully filled until his death. A sincere 
lover of the distinguishing doctrines of 
grace, a thorough Strict Communion 
Baptist, firm in principle, and eminently 
a man of prayer, he will be greatly 
missed. Ever blessed and dear will hi• 
memory be to us at Acton. May the God 
of all comfort make a.11 gre.ce to a.bound 
towards our bereaved sister and the 
fatherless ohildren.-S. G. E. 

MRS, MARY YOUDEN (DOVER), 

Our dear sister pa.seed away to glory 
on November 9th, at the great age of 
80 years, having beon born at Ashley, 
Dover, on Je.nuary 10th, 1824. She 
was one of onr oldest members. At 
the early age of 16 she was brought 
to the knowledge of Christ as her 
Saviour under the ministry of pastor 
Lillyoroft, and was also baptized by 
him. She was a, member of Pentside 
(now Queen-street) for the long term 
of sixty-four yea.rs1 and was very well 
known to many or God's people, both 
ministers and members, as a. most 
honest. etr&ilfhtforward1 unassuming 
Christian. No one oouid be in her 
society for an hour without diRooverinlf 
that the principles ol sovereill'n and 
distinguishing gracA were dear to 
her. The Lord sweetly kissod her 
soul a.we.y almost without any bodily 
pa.in. As a, Christian, she e.dorned the 
doctrines of God our Saviour. Although 
she went through a great me.ny trials, 
her faith in her God never failed. She 
told her daughter that the Everlasting 
Arms were under her, still supporting 
her. She left three sons and three 
de.ughtere to mourn her loss. Her 
remains were buried on the Hth ult. 
at St. Ja.mes'ij Cemetery by the pastor, 
W. Holyoak, of Salem (our pastor, D. 
Witton, being ill). The writer will 
never forget her Amens in the prayer 
meetings. She was quite ripe for 
heaven, and God ea.lied her there. 
Farewell, sister, for a. short time ; thou 
a.rt with Him ; we say, as the poet 
said:-

" She le not deo.d, but only sleeping 
In the sweet refuge of her So. viour's 

breo.et; 
And fe.r 11wo.y from sorrow, toil, and 

weeping, 
She is not dead, but only tc.king rest." 

-B. J. HUGHES, 



THE HOMEWARD.JOURNEY. 
An Address delivered in the Baptist Chapel, Stolre Ask, Su_tfolk, .January 26th, 

1904, at the funeral of 0HARLK8 HILL, Jo,· forty-eight years Pastor of the 
Church. 

BY W. JEYES STYLES." 

" Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh 
in-in its season."--Job v. 26. 

AGAIN, my friends, we confront the mysteries both of human 
mortality and the infinite stretch of the unknown country that lies 

beyond" the dark, cold stream of death." Mysteries, when God reveals 
them, are apprehensible ; but they can never be comprehended. Lying 
as they do, beyond the range of our observation and investigation, their 
definition and full discussion is impracticable. A wise man therefore, 
while he admits their existence, thinks of them with reverence, and 
speaks of them with reservation. Here, we may truly exclaim," Reason 
how vain, and eloquence how weak." 

Who can say much to purpose and profit in the presence of one 
from whose body the " vital spark " has fled. Reticence is imperative. 
As a rule, he that utters least, expresses most. Silence often reveals more 
than speech. When· Joo's friends sought to solace him with long and 
laboured attempts to trace hie sorrows to their source, he called them 
" miserable comfort.era ; " bnt he made no complaint when, for seven 
days and nights, " none epake a word unto him, for they saw that his 
grief was very great." 

At times, however, circumstances enforce utterance. To-day, we 
must speak. We are here to bid a neighbour, e. friend, 11. brother, a 
father, and a Pastor-earth's last and longest "farewell.'' Tl1e relevance 
of our text to the occ11sion is obvious and impressive. Whether it was 
uttered by Eliphaz in the spirit of prophecy, and actually predicted the 
great improbability-that Job would live long and die in peace; or 
simply referred to the ordinary termination of a God-fearing man's career 
on enrth, it is not now our purpose to enquire 

It presents man's final possession;" thy grave;" the saint's pro_qress 
tkither, "thou shalt come ; " and an instructive p1trallel-" as a shock of 
corn." 

J.-BEHGLD THEN MAN'S FINAi, P08HESSION. 

We may be indulged with wealth, or lack the luxuries, the comforts, or 

• Delivered in (ulfilment of a mutual promise made more than twenty years 
before, that the survivor would bury the other. It was evolved in the sil_ence of 
the night previous to the funeral-a night of sorrow, Kleeplessness &nd p&m; our 
deceased brother's mortal body lying, the while, in an adjoining &po.rtment. Not 
a word was prepared in writing-and the above is, possibly, rather what the 
speaker meant to say, than the Address as &ctu&lly delivered. Our heart was 
almost too full for utterance. He loved us well enough to try to undorsto.nd us, 
and succeeded. We venture to believe also that we, in some measure, &lso under
Rtood his many sided craracter and wonderful gins.-EmToll. 

VOL. LX. MARCH. 1904. F 
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e".en the necessaries of life. None however, will be so poor that this 
will be denied them ; none so affluent that more will be granted. Ere 
long, 0 brother man, "thy grave" will be all that is thine on earth. 

Graves are universal. On the bleak hillside, in the graBB-grown 
valley, around the village chapel, within the stately cathedral, midst 
'' Greenland's icy mountains," and "Afric's golden sand ; " away inland 
where the sea is not to be seen, and within the dark unfathomed caves of 
the ocean-the bones of the dead repose. 

Graves are the resting-places of persons of all ages. Yesterday a brother 
present saw all that was mortal of a sweet little baby grandchild to her 
resting-place at Ipswich ; to-day he joins us in paying love's last tribute 
to a man of God whose work was long-since done. 

Graves are perpetual mementoes of the presence and progress of sin. 
Yery firmly do we hold that death is a penal evil. To call it "the debt 
due to nature," is to speak unscripturally. Life in other animals was 
Divinely designed to be terminable. Man, on the contrary, was 
created to live ; he sinned, however, in our first great head, Adam, and 
"so death passed on all men, for that all have sinned." The fall 
"brought death into our world and all our woe." Every grave, there
fore, whether neglected and desolate, or garnished with unremitting 
care, reiterates this solemn lesson. 

Graves differ. One hides the body of an individual whose memory 
sinners curse, and at which saints shudder. He was a blight, a bane, a 
child of the devil-and men know that his soul is in hell. 0, the 
horror ! the grave of a doomed and damned man, awaiting the trumpet
call to judgment to resign its cursed contents when " the great white 
throne" shall be set up, and the dead small and great shall stand before 
God. 

Far different are the graves of the godly. Their sins are pardoned, 
their souls are redeemed and purified, and perfected through the blood of 
the Lamb, and the grace of the Spirit. They are, thus," faultless before 
the throne." Their bodies also belong to Christ, who will claim them 
again, as part of '' the purchased possession." The coffin is a casket 
holding one of His jewels. It is deposited in a treasury prepared by 
Him for its reception. 

There is, therefore, a speciality in a Christian's sepulchre. The 
Gospel is a declaration of Divine and gracious facts, one of which is 
"that He (Christ) was buried "-and His burial casts heaven's own 
light into the gloomiest places into which His people can be laid. 

" The gra.ves of 11,ll the saints He blessed, 11,nd sweetened every bed : 
Where should the dying members rest, but with their dying Head." 

We are here to gather round a good man's grave. Near to the scene 
of his long labours, his body is to be laid, until the period of its final 
change. Then" this corruptible will put on incorruption ; this mortal, 
put on immortaliLy ; " and " the saying that is written be brought to 
pass, 'Death is swallowed up in victory.'" 

lf.-A HAINT
0
8 CAL~J AND UNIIISMAYED PROGRESS TO LIF~'8 F.ARTHLY 

TERMINUH IS PORTRAYED. 

"Thou sbalt come to thy grave." Sovereignty determines the dora
tio11 of our sojourn here, 11.nd "the ransomed of the Lord" p11.ss the 
pearly gates, at all periods of mortal existence. The babe gives one look 
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around, e.nd is called e.way. Children-like the little Cassy of whom our 
friend so often spe.ke-e.re ape.red to twine themselves round the hearts 
that love them-and then are early summoned by the Good Shepherd to 
pass as " lambs to the upper fold." Bread-winners are ta.ken, fond 
mothers are snatched away, while a few survive to a full age, like him 
whose mortal remains we are abont to commit to the tomb. 

" Thou shalt come." Mach has been said about Bible "go's" and 
"come's." The latter imply conscious, voluntary, uncoerced motion to a 
contemplated and inviting destination. Christians are not dragged or 
driven to lifo's final scene, "like the quarry slave e.t night, scourged t.o 
his dungeon." Rather do they, 

" Sustained and soothed 
By e.n unfaltering trust, e.pproe.oh the grave, 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams." 

These fine lines, which close our late brother's Circular Letter on 
" Sanctification," have been well exemplified in his own peaceful end. 
Whence this confidence ? 

It arises from an inwrought assurance that all sin is forgiven for 
Christ's sake, and that we stand at pel"fect peace with God. 

" If sin be pardoned I'm secure, death he.th no sting beside ; 
The law gave sin its damning power, but Ghrist, my Ransom, died." 

None but consciously pardoned sinners can contemplate death with
out hearts stirred to aversion and horror. 

It arises from an experimental acquaintance with the grare of Christ, 
and His ability to effect oar Blifety and happiness. " I know," says the 
saint, " whom I have believed, and am persuaded, that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him against that day." 

11 By long ei:perienae have I known, His sovereign power to save ; 
At His aomme.nd I venture down seaurely to the grave." 

It springs from a realisation of the good word of our God, that 
though, throughout life, we may be "subject to bondage" through" the 
fear of death ; " from this we shall all be ultimatoly delivered by the do
ing and dying of the great and mighty Son of God. Nature shrinks 
from the awful catastrophe of human dissolution. Conscience dreads 
the disclosures and terrors of the unknown future. Grace alone prepares 
sinners to meet God-to feel and say, 

•· Jesus I the vision of Thy face, hath overpowering ahe.rms; 
Sae.roe she.II I feel death's acid embre.ae if Christ be In my e.rma." 

It arises from the calm persuasion that our work on earth is done. "I 
am ready," wrote Paul," I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith." Our friend twenty-five years ago would, we are sure, have said, 
" Let me live. There is my Church to paet.orise; the Miesion to plead for; 
the Association to help; lost sinners to be ingathered." Circumstances 
e.t length enforced the conviction that hie powers were waning, and that 
a more prolonged ministry on earth was impossible for him. In the 
seclusion of later years he was known, more than once, to wonder why he 
was suffered so long to linger here when his davs of active service were over. 
Towards his end, however, he was heard softly to murmur, "Let me." 
This, someone interpreted for him, " Lord, NOW lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace." The tired labourer cried for rest, the weary 
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wat<,her longed for the dawn, the foot-mre traveller sighed for home, 
the preacher who had entranced us by bis impassioned utterances on the 
unique grace arid greatness of his Master, was impatient to 

" Behold the glories of the Le.mb, 
Before His Father's throne.'' 

The advantages of salvation are, indeed, apparent in life when the 
pnlse of health beats strongly. and every prospect is bright with hope. 
But 0, how its blessings glow into splendour in the gloom of the valley 
of shadows. The curse removed, the promise applied and verified, the 
presence of the Well-Beloved realised, these displace the maddening 
gloom that fills the sinner's heart, and flood the mind with heaven's own 
confidence and joy. 

"Jesus ca.n ma.ke a dying bed, 
Feel soft a.s downy pillows a.re ; 

While on His breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there." 

Lastly, the Christian's steadfast progress towards life's solemn 
terminus is due to the fact that grace increasingly clarifies our vision of 
heaven, and augments our desires to "depart and to be with Christ." 

In youtb, tbe world engrosses our thoughts. Many pursuits claim 
our energies. Life as a sphere of action is full of entrancing oppor
tunities. We are rich in love, the best of wealth. Our dear ones depend 
wholly on ns for their maintenance and. happiness. Acquaintances court 
our intercourse, and find pleasure in our mutual society. Earth's 
flowers are bursting into bloom and fragrance. Our sun climbs to its 
zenith. Then it begins to sink in the solemn west. The shadows lengthen, 
the flower fadeth. 

"Friend after friend departs; who he.th not lost e. friend? 
There is no fellowship of hearts which here finds not e.n end." 

Those we love best, leave us to pursue our own journey in loneliness 
We sigh:-

" Ale.a, for us, if thou wert a.II, 
And naught beyond, 0 earth." 

Much that is infinitely blessed is, however, beyond the dim and 
distant horizon. 

" I have e. home above, 
From sin e.nd sorrows free : 

Bright mansions which eternal love, 
Of old prepared for me." 

To this the Christian life is a continuous progress ; though, alas, 
too often this is but feebly realised, till one by one, earth's lights flicker 
and expire, and heaven's distant stars grow brighter and more defined. 
"So He bringeth them to their desired haven." 80, 

"Be hushed, my se.d spirit, the worst that ce.n come, 
Will but shorten my journey, and hasten me home." 

How precious the form of grace which makes heaven more distinct, 
desirable, and delightful ; as change upon change pursues us here. 
Happy saint, who, pointing faith's finger above can say, 

"Thero is my houso, e.nd portion fe.ir, 
My tree.sure, und my heart a.re there, 

And my a.biding home. 
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For me my elder brethren stay, 
While angels bec~on me away, 

And Jesus bids me come." 

111.-A PARALLEL IS PREfH:NTED. 

73 

The season of h!l.rvest is recalled. The wain loaded with golden 
grain is seen bringing in the sheaves. So, like wheat, garnered and 
gathered at its maturity and prime, the good man reaches his home with 
the Lord. ·rhe "shock of corn," thus safely houaed, suggests our en
sured deliverance from all dangers. It has passed the perils of the wintry 
frosts. When developing from blade to ear, it escaped the devastatinµ
blighta of spring. As it grew in the glow of the summer's sun, the rain 
did not bash it down, nor the lightnings' fire injure it. It thus ripened 
unscathed in the blaze and glory of the long autumn days. So, with the 
righteous man. Many are his affiietions, " but the Lord delivereth him 
out of them all." " What are these" -these white-robed singers
" around the throne of God and the Lamb ? These are they which 
came out of great tribulation;" for, 

"They that in the Lord confide 
And she~ter in His wounde,d side, 
Shall see all dangers overpast, 
Stand every storm, and live at last." 

To those who were not in our late dear friend's closer confidence, he 
may seem to have been too strong and unstaggering in faith, too 
impervious to adverse influences, too dauntless in the face of every 
obstacle and foe, for ns to conceive of him as'" wetting his couch with 
tears," and wre.stling, like us, "with sins, and doubts, and fears," of 
which he said eo little. 

This idea, however, arises from an inaccurate conception of his 
character, and his convictions as to how he could best "make full proof 
of his ministry." 

His own specie.I mission, I am sure he felt to be, the vocalisation of 
the Gospel in the mother-tongue of Suffolk folks-though full often he 
preached Christ and His cross, and the truths which centre in and flow 
from ~is majestic person and marvellous work, in words of the rarest 
cadence and beauty. To his own inner realisation of the power of 
Godliness, and his experience of the love and foithfulne,s of his God, he 
indeed seldom referred ; not because his acquaintance with these was 
shallow, but because their very depth and solemnity made him shrink from 
pare.ding them before a promiscuous congre~ation. To those " that fear 
God," only, should we recitJ "what He hatn done for our souls." The 
invalid who is voluble about his me.h,dy rarely suffers so severely ea does 
another who checks his very groans, and holds his peace as to the agony 
with which his frame is wracked. 

Good and gracious preachers are therefore often silent about their 
soul-troubles and circumstantial deliverances, either been.use they have 
so little vital experience or so much. The former cannot, ea bonest men, 
advance what they do not know. The latter d11,re not lay barci the sole!nn 
secrets of their heartl!, lest others should be led to deem such eii:erc1ses 
e8sential to true religion, and they should thus "offend ag11.inst the 
generation of God's children." 

Thus was it with our friend. He had " been alone on a wide, wi1le 
sea," and in" the wasteful wilderness wuerein no man dwelt," but his 
l'.:lC-lrd ,us ou high, uud he wishei uonc to 1·ead it on earth. 
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To the last, the text which first helped him " in the days of the first 
love," was the solace and support of his heart. " What could the 
righteous do, if it were possible for the foundations to be de3troyed ? " 
This he kuew, could never be; and his testimony ever echoed the brave 
words of Bunyan's" Hopeful'' as the waters of death surged around 
him, "Be of good cheer, my brother, I feel the bottom, and it is good." 
So he stood, through abounding grace, firmly on the Rock which never 
g-ives way. He thus, of set purpose, expatiated rather on eternal verities, 
than on the fluctuating emotions arising from forms of feebleness and 
frailty from which he hoped ere long to be eternally free. This to-day 
is with him a realised anticipation. The matured shock of corn is in 
God's garner. The worn-out worker, absent from the body, is delivered 
from all evil, and is " at home with his Lord." 

Harvested corn has fulfilled the purpose of its existence. It was sown 
that it might germinate ; it germinated to grow ; it grew to fructify ; 
it fructified that there might be "see4 for the sower, and bread for the 
eater." Its maturity, in its season, consummated what went before. So 
with such saints as our text contemplates, Divinely spared, strengthened, 
and sped in their labours, succes3 proved the coronation of effort ; 
while He through whom all was "begun, continued, and ended," shall 
have the glory for ever. 

Lastly, harvested sheaveR have receli,ved from nature all that it had to 
give. The limit has been reached. The soil, the sun, the cloudt1, the 
wind-all lent their aid as long as possible. They can impart nothing 
more ; and nothing further is needed from them. 

Thus, too, with the gracious men we have in mind. Nature at first 
proved their kindly mother-nurse, feeding, fostering, enriching them. 
But the earth's capacity is circumscribed, as is also our ability to receive 
its benefits. It loses its fascination and force ; while our tired hearts 
cease to crave for what it can bestow. "The world" passes from us, 
" and the last thereof," or our desire for it, leaves us likewise. All that 
is beneath the sun fails to attract and fascinate the satiated spfrit. So 
"desire often fails," ere man is finally summoned to" his long home." 

It is well when this is admitted and confessed without repining and 
regret. VineB are formed to cling to the trellises that support them 
with their tenacious tendrils, and if their removal is imperative, these 
must first be displaced by a firm, but gentle hand. So we, by nature, 
cling to the world, and winrl our heart-strings roand our earth-born 
treasares. Then change affects both these and ourselves, and an unseen 
hand untwines love's tendrils, and p1·epares us for our departure, by 
divesting us of the former eager craving for that to which ere long we 
must close oar eyes for ever. 

How appropriate this to the closing scenes of the life of him whose 
coffined form lie.s in yonder ve,try. He had done for the world what 
hie opportunitie11 permitted, and could do no more. The world's power 
to minister to him had ceasP,d. The shock of corn was ripe and ready 
for tile sickle. The good man came to his grave in a full age. 

0 it will be well, if in our last hour no other business remains for 
you and me but to die in peace. 

Join, brethren, now in a closing hymn. Then meet me where the 
mort1l body is to rest in hope, until " tile day dawns u.ud the shadows 
flee away." 
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PLENARY INSPIRATION. 
BY HENRY DADSWELL, CLAPHAM. 

(Continued.) 

RECAPITGLATION. 

75 

" THE fool hath said in his heart, ' There is no God ; ' " but wise men, 
for weighty and sufficient reasons, worshipfully admit the existence 

of a Supreme Being of infinite benevolence, wisdom, and power. This 
conceded, there should, as we have shown (page 53), be no difficulty in 
believing that He has issued a verbal record of Bis proceedings, 
purposes, and enactments, as the Creator, the Preserver, the Moral 
Governor, and the future and final Judge of the human race. His good
ness leads ns to conclude that, in some form, this must have been given 
to the children of men. His omnipotence forbids objections on the 
ground of difficulty in connection with its production and publication. 
His wisdom would ensure its absolute adaptibility to the high ends 
which it was designed to accomplish. From the Divine Being to the 
Divine Book is, in fact, but a step. 

"WITH A MEEK HEART TH' ENGRAFTED WORD RECEIVE." 

His wisdom should, moreover, repress haste of judgment on docu
ments which bear the impress of His authority. Between absolute 
omniscience and our own limited capacities and knowledge, there is a 
guH so great that it follows of nece~sity that " His ways are not our 
ways, neither are His thoughts our thoughts." Men, in their perversity, 
are prone to think that He "is altogether such an One as themselves," 
and to make their ideas of the fitness of things, the standard by which 
His proceedings should be estimated. Certain astronomers prior to the 
discoveries of Copernicns and Kepler, when unable to account for the 
movements of the heavenly bodies, rashly accused the great Architect of 
the Universe with imbecility, because they forsooth, were ignorant of 
what is to-day universally known to exhibit absolute perfection of design. 
So some, because the Bible differs from their conception of what each a 
volume should be, have impugned its credibility, only to substantiate 
one at least of its statements, that " The Lord knoweth the thoughts of 
men that they are vanity" (Pea. xciv. 11). 

We have thus appealed to all whose mi11ds are candid and devout, to 
side with us in maintaining the plenary and verbal inspimtion of the 
Scriptures of truth. 

THE ROYAL BOOK DEMANDS LOYAL RECOGNI'fION. 

The Bible, moreover, should be regarded with the reverence which 
its authorship and authority demand. The Laws of the Realm share 
the dignity of the Throne. They stand in the Statute Book not to be 
canvassed, but obeyed. Hence, as we have observed, the Bible neither 
deprecates the critic's judgment nor solicits a " gentle reader's " kind 
indulgence. It is above criticism; defies censure ; and asks neither for 
patronage nor praise (page 11). The Royal Book comes in the King's 
name ; and demands loyal deference on the ground of His authority. 
Happy are they to whom receptivity and reverence in relation to its 
contents are graciously accorded. " BleBBCd are the undefiled in the way, 
who walk in the law of the Lord." 
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FURTHER DIFFICULTIES EXAMINED. 

Confident as, through Divine mercy, we are of our position, we 
have frankly and fraternally stated and considered the difficulties of 
oLhers who would fain "know the trnth," and sincerely pray," Stablish 
T~y Word un_to Thy servant, who is devoted unto Thy fear" (Psa. 
cx1x. 38). With some of r.hese we have already sought to deal. Two 
remain, the first of which we may style 

THE MORAL DIFFICULTY. 

Some readers of the Bible have been staggered at the fearless and 
?meserved way in which the sayings and doings of bad men are related 
111 Holy Writ, as the search-light of truth is brought to illuminate their 
deeds of infamy and shame. To suppose, however, that such records 
pander to what is evil, is simply to misapprehend them, and all who 
assail the plenary inspiration of the Bible on this ground, betray the 
baseness of their own natures and characters. 

It is related that a squeamish and mock-modest female enquired of 
a gentleman of culture and taste, whether the masterpiece of a great artist 
at which they both were looking in a public gallery was not exceedingly 
indelicate. " Nay," he replied, "the indelicacy is in the observation, not 
in the picture." So some, who hate the Book that is really so pure, 
read their own nastiness into it, and impugn its Divine origin on the 
ground of its grossness and impurity. 

Not for one moment will we fall back before these fastidious 
accusers, or acknowledge the validity of their sneers. 

The Word of God deals with humanity in all its conditions, from 
the sinner in hell to the saints in paradise ; from depths of infamy that 
seem almost incredible, to heights of ineffable communion with God 
in the third heaven itself. In its allusions to llin it speaks with a plain
ness that has (they allege) offended so many. Man is prone to gloBB 
over the hideousness of moral evil ; to raise whited sepulchres over 
rottenness, or like the ostrich which buries its head in the sand, that it 
may be able to imagine that the danger which it no longer sees hat! 
ceased to exist. The Bible, however, bluntly, plainly, and with no 
regard to man's squeamish sensitiveness, brings the hateful thing under 
the light of God, and we shudder at the sight. There is neither pallia
tion, excuse, nor apology for sin, and he who thinks to find excuse for 
moral evil in the pages of the Book, only proves that his eyes are blinded 
by Satan, and his nature perverted by indulgence in wrong-doing. Men 
are walking in a vain show ; and to have this taken away and to see in 
truth what man is, and what he is co.pable of, may well make us cry out 
to Him, who alone can uphold us. When sailing down our Southern 
coast by night, we have seen, on headland after headland, the beacon 
lights warning of danger and disaster, and in God's Book, how many 
passages occur, whose Divine monitions warn all who have eyes to 
behold them, " Let him that thin keth he standeth, take heed lest he 
also fall." 

Thus, though many of the things recorded in the Scriptures are of 
necessity repugnant to the holiness of God, they are written for our 
warning a11d instruction, that we may abhor the abominable thing which 
He hates, and see its hideousness when contrasted with the beauty of 
goodness and true holiness. 
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There is, moreover, at least some reason to fear that objections to 
the Divine origin and authority of the Bible on the ground of it~ 
alleged indelicacy and impurity proceed from a dislike to its teach
ings, occasioned by its stern denunciations of all forms of sin, and thr 
high morality . it enforces. They hate it, therefore, because it revP.a)s 
and rebukes their own evil doing. 

The Evangelical 11ystem, as a whole (o.t the foundation of which the 
plenary or verbal Inspiration of the Bible lies), has often been assajlerl 
on a similar pretext, but as a sage writer has remarked" its adherents 
are by no 'means "a body of reprobatfs, the very pests of society, the 
perpetual charge of the prison and police," but amiable and estimable 
persons to whose efforts and influence society at large is immensely 
indebted. • 

If the Bible, to which only they appeal, were indeed so debasing and 
demoralising a book :is is contended, its wide circulation must have 
perverted and corrupted thousands, and its degrading effects be 
apparent on every hand. Can one individual, however, be found, who 
is the worse for following its instructions, and humbly trying to model 
his life by its precepts ? On the other hand, its power to elevate the 
debased, and direct those who would fain rise to higher things, to the 
source of the truest manliness and morality-is confessed on every side. 

A good effect cannot be produced by a bad cause. Wholesome food 
nourishes; carrion poisons. Water from a polluted stream is deleterious: 
while be that lave.s his lips at a pure 11pring is refreshed and strengthened. 

This the Bible's enemies know. How disingenuous, therefore, of 
them to fight under false colours, and to pretend to be impeded by 
difficulties in its contents, which not only do not exist, but which they 
themselves originate, and for a diametrically opposite reRson. 

"We remember," obeerves the same writer, "a letter penned by the 
unhappy Robert Bnrns, who was e.t the time living a very loose anrl 
immoral life." The doctrines held bv Evangelical Christians harl been 
urged on his attention, bat, he says, they " will not do for mP,, I must 
even lippen (trnst) to sincere, but imperfect obedience." He had thus 
the discernment to perceive that it would be easier for him, while con
tinuing in inrlulged sin, to side with tho~e that repudiated the Bible, 
than to admit its authenticity : while, in a spirit of obstinate contumacy 
and rebell:on, he declined to bow to its authority. 

In 1816, the saintly Richarrl Knill, then labouring for nod nt 
Madras, was visited by a young officer, of an irregular nnd impure life, 
who sought to confute him in argument. 

"Sir," he enqnired, "are there not many things in the Bible 
impossible to be understood ? " 

"There are," was the good man's wise reply, " but the seventh com
mandment is very plain! "t The controversy here enrled. 

• "The Old Orthodox Fe.ith superior to Modern Opinions," by Rev. J. G. 
Lorimer M'Phum, Argyle-street, Gle.egow, e. little book, which, ii still in print, 
would be inve.lue.ble to e. young pree.cher. 

t •· Thou she.It not commit e.dultery" (Exod. xx. 14). It we.s Richard 
Knill who met with C. H. Spurgeon when e. child at his gmndfe.thor's houAo o.t 
Ste.mhourne, e.nd e.fter pre.ying for him predicted his futuro power and 
popularity, telling him tbe.t be believed tba.t "ho would love ,Jesus Christ, o.nd 
pree.oh His Goepel in the le.rgest che.pel in the world." Seo his lifo, by C. M. 
Birrell, of Liverpool, A sornewhe.t different version of tho Htory occurs in tbo 
Autobiogre.phy of C. H. S. Edited by his Widow. Vol. I., p. cl7. 

(} 
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SCIENTIFIC OJJ,JECTIONA. 

Much has bPen said upon the supposed contradiction between the 
words of Scripture and the discoveries of science. Rome would have us 
believe that they are throughout opposed to scientific truth, and present 
altogether false conceptions of universally admitted facts. Here again, 
however, humble enquiry soon reveals the frailty of the foundation upon 
which such statements rest. 

We should remember that the Bible makes no claim to be a scientific 
treatise. Its purpose is exclusively a religious and moral one, Natural 
phenomena are only incidentally described, and always in the language 
of ordinary people. It has been urged that Scripture is untrue, 
because it speaks of the sun's riaing and setting ; and that its general 
use of such language is proof positive that its writers were not fully in
spired by God. But in what literature except in scientific treatises, is 
any other mode of expression used to-day, unless by pedants whom all 
despise ? Can you imagine the looks of a congregation of plain people, 
if their minister felt it necessary, when speaking of the rising or setting 
of the sun, to give an accurate scientific statement of the earth's rotation 
on its axis, and the apparent change in the sun's position ? The Bible 
throughout, wa8 not written for the cultured and scientific alone, though 
theRe may find in it, under the teaching of the Spirit, heights and depths 
beyond all merely human apprehension, Pre-eminently, it is the 
PEOPLE'S BOOK, 

" Which he me.y read that binds the sheaf, 
Or builds the house, or digs the grave, 
And those wild eyes that watoh the wave, 
In roe.rings round the core.I reef." 

Those who have read ancient literature relating to natural 
phenomena, or even medireval works on the subject, only to find amid 
bushels of the chaff of fanciful imagination, a few grains of truth, have 
frequently expressed their wonder that Scripture bas been preserved 
from fancies so ignorant, and presents with such truth and simplicity, 
all necessary facts as to the work of the mighty Creator. 

(Here, reluctamly, the Editor has to terminate the present instalment). 
(To be continued, if the Lord will.) 

"Cm1E now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool" (lea. i. 18). And who among 
us, oh ! ye children of God, can lay claim to anything so fair and clear 
as crimson and scarlet? We are black entirely-darkness, and no light 
in us; but our God bath given us hope in the end. ,Jesus, our Light 
of Life, has shed His blood for us, laid down His life, that we (dead to 
godlinPss and God) might live in elernal light, and be made white in 
that crimson stream to appPar in His presence for ever, clothed in light, 
and to sing unceasingly "Hallelujah" to our God and to , he Lamb for 
eyer. Amen.-A GAUIH,N LAuomi:im (the late Edwin Carter). 

IF I am its foul as hell (ancl I am) no wonder that in my soul'~ 
feeling I sometimes sink aA low. The wonder is that God has not pnt 
me there.-Rufus. 
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REPENTANCE UNDER THREE ASPECTS. 
BY A. E. REALFF, LEICESTER. 

" Then began He to upbraid the cities wherein most of His mighty works 
were done, because they repented not."-Matt. xi. 20. 

"REPENTANCE," says the Puritan, Watson," is a bitter pill, but it 
purges out the bad humours of sin." This is true, but i~ requires 

some qualification. There is but one kind of repentance which does this, 
and that not of itself, but entirely through the application by God the 
Holy Ghost of the precious blood of Christ, which "cleanseth from all 
sin.'' Now the Scriptures show us three different kinds of repentance. 
There is-

( 1) .A repentance which is altogether bad. This is utterly useless, 
both for time and eternity. Such was the repentance of Cain (Gen. iv. 
13, 14, 16). We might also instance that of Esau (Gen. xxvii. 38; Heh. 
xii. 15-17); of Athithophel (2 Sam. xvii. 23); of Haman (Esther vi. 
12); and of Judas (Matt. xxvii. 3). This repentance the great Apostle 
calls " the sorrow of the world," and he adds that it " worketh death " 
(2 Cor. vii. 10). When a man's iniquities, like frightful phantoms, stare 
him in the face, and he reflects upon their consequences, he may well be 
alarmed. But if this is all, he is rendered no better thereby. He will 
probably survive the storm, and when his anguish has abated, may 
hastily conclude that he hns repented sufficiently, and he may even 
imagine that God has forgiven him. But his heart being unchanged, 
his life will be unaltered, and consequently his inclinations to sin and 
his ideas of God remain the same as heretofore. 

If mere anguish constituted true repentance, then surely devils nnd 
Jost souls repent more than any other beings. Hear the moans of Dives 
in hell (Luke xvi. 24, et seq.). And when our Lord was on earth, the 
devils were afraid of Him, and besought Him not to torment them before 
the time ; their prayer was answered, yet their evil disposition remained. 
A merely carnal and selfish disturbance of the mind is not snving 
repentance. 

(2) We proceed to notice that there is 11 repentanr,e that is ~ommend
rtble as Jar as it goes. The former is just good for nothing, either now 
or hereafter; but this is good for the present life, though for this only. 
Snch is the repentance meant in the text at the hend of this article. It 
is an external an~ morBI reformation. Had these wicked cities repented 
only in the general manner of the NineviteR (xii 41), or in the extern11I 
and superficial manner of Ahab (2 Kings xxi. 2!l); had they reformed 
their lives, or even changed their minds concerning Jesus, 11,cknowledging 
Him to be the Messiah, whom He declared 11nd proved Himself to be ; 
they would have saved themselves and their cities from destruction. or 
this they were capable as reasonable beings, and they could and ought 
to have rendered it. The Redeemer therefore declares that if the inhabit
ants of ancient Tyre and :-\idon had been favoured with Emch privilegeR, 
"they would have repented long ago in !Hckcloth and ashes." 

Thus it is evident that legal repentance and natural reformation are, 
in a sense, pleasing to God, and are rewarded with temporal hlcsHings. 

So in the present day those who live ,irtuous lives, who honour the 
Sabbath and outwardly acknowledge and reverence God, enjoy Ifo 
favour in this life as their reward. To this life, however, its benefits are 
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limited, and it must not be taken for Gospel repentance, which brings 
salvation to the soul. Every good feeling cannot be regarded e.s gracious. 
There may be much outward gentleness and, at the same time, great 
inward hardness, as the apricot is soft without, but has a hard, stony 
kernel within. Christ does not affirm of the extremely wicked inhabit
ants of Sodom that they would have repented after a godly sort, but only . 
so as to prc?vent the fearful judgments which came upon them. A man 
may do " many things" which are good, as did Herod (Matt. vi. 20 ; 
Luke xxiii. 8), or put away some sins from a sense of shame, or upon 
coming to more age and knowledge. Yet this will be but exchanging a 
gross form of evil for something which looks more respectable. 
~~xtravagance may be abandoned for parsimony, profligacy for decorum, 
immorality for chastity, profanity for piety, or drunkenness for 
abstemiousness A man may see with sorrow how foolish and bad 
his life and habits have been, and resolve to alter-yea, and really 
do so; and then, feeling happier, more cheerful, more peaceful in 
mind and conscience, conclude that the Almighty bas forgiven him, 
especially if he becomes outwardly religious, attends the house of God 
occasionally, reads a chapter in the Bible, and is by his neigh hours 
esteemed a good man. But now let us turn to consider that there is 

(3) A repentance that is altogether fJOod, both for time and eternity. 
The Scripture assures us that this kind is not in human power at all, 
but is a sovereign gift of God unto His chosen people, through the 
merits alone of Jesus Christ, (see Acts v. 31, xi. 18; 2 Tim. ii. 25). Oh, 
how little is this understood and preached in our day, beyond the borders 
of those who through sovereign and distinguishing grace receive and 
declare "all the counsel of God." 

This, unlike the former, is not set forth in God's Word as a legal 
duty, which is incumbent upon all men, and which should be rendered 
by them as reasonable creatures; but aR a grace wroughL in the hearts of 
some perwns by the direct and efficient agency of the Holy Spirit 
(Zech. xii. 10). It has no human merit, but is the fruit of the 
Redeemer's merit. It softens the heart, changes the mind as regards 
sin itself, not merely in some of its manifold manifest11tions, and iR 
accompanied by faith, hope, and love. There is no being saved in 
the Gospel sense without it. Every person experiencing it is "a cho~en 
vessel," and is proved to be such by the fact. Thus, as the poet Hart 
sings:-

" 'Tie not the fear of hell alone, for the.t may prove eirtreme; 
Repenting saints the Saviour own, and grieve for grieving Him." 

For this the old legal covenant made no provision; it only cursed 
those that broke it, yea, all who failed to fulfil its utmost demands (Gal. 
iii. 10; Jas. ii. 10). 

Evangelical repentance, moreover, must not be confounded with a 
naturally tender heart. Some persons are profoundly sympathetic, and 
feel deeply for misery in any form, weep freely, and even suffer the 
keenest anguish on reading or hearing the story of the Redeemer's 
suffering~, when His cruel t.reatment at the hands of sinful men is 
eloquently or pathetically set forth. Unless one really so deplores for on6's 
own sins, as that not only the minrl is changed but the life and conduct 
alw, there can be no evidence of having' received the girt or irrace of 
Gospel repentance. See how this act of Divine sovereignty is described 
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in Bzek. xxxvi. 25-27. It is therefore called "repentance toward God" 
(Acts xx. 21), because the" love of God shed abroad in the heart" leads 
the true penitent to say, "Shall I sin against the God who loves me,a.nd 
against the Redeemer, who suffered such agonies on my account?" 

" Forbid it, mighty God, nor let it e'er be ea.id, 
That we, whose sins are orucified, should raise them from the dead.·• 

Hence some of our fellow-Christians when addressing the Lord. implore 
" that it may pleas~ Him to grant us true repentance and His Holy 
Spiri,.'' May this be yours and mine. 

"SAVOURY MEAT." 
BY THOM.AS J OtiES. 

OUR object being the instruction and spiritual edification of the reader, 
attention is invited not so much to original thoughts, as to some 

borrowed ideas, which are fnll of "Savoury Meat," and calculated to 
improve and enlarge our conceptions of truth generally, and to nourish 
our souls particnlarly. The writer has recently enjoyed, and trusts 
greatly profited by the perusal of "Heaven O.J?ened," a choice book by 
Richard Alleine,• of whom, for the information of general readers, a 
very brief account is furnished. He WllS a Nonconformist divine, and 
was born in 1611, at Ditchet, in Somersetshire. In 1641, he became 
Hector of Batcombe, also in this county, where he discharged his 
ministerial duties with great diligence. He was a zealous supporLer 
of what was cnlled, "The Solemn League and Oovenant." At the 
Restoration, in lli62, he was deprived of his living by the "Act of 
Uniformity," but continue.! to preach privately in the house of a 
gentleman of distinction in the ne1ghbourhood, who had been a membe1· 
of Parliament. This, being contrary to tben existing law, subjected him 
to a short imprisonment, and he was several times brought before the 
Magistrates t:.i receive a reprimand for holding a conventicle ; but he 
continued to persevere in the same course till his death in Ui81. He 
wrote several devotional works, amongst whioh is the one mentioned. Its 
contents have afforded both pleasure and prnfit-pleasure, because of 
its clear elucidation of Divine truth, and profit on account of its pro
found spiritual excellence, its deep insight into the things of God; 
together with its beautiful simplicity of language. To convince the 
re11der of the accuracy of these remarks a few extracts are appendtd. 
On the subject of God's being the portion of Christians, our 
author observes: "In God is enough, for filling up, and running over ; 

•Richard Alleine must not be confounded with hie noble kinsman crnd son-in
la.w, the well-known Joseph Alleine, of Taunton (1634 -1668), Author of " An 
Alarm to Unoonverted Sinners," and the subject of Dr. Stanford's delightful 
work," Joseph Alleine, His Companions 11,nd Timas." The two collaborated in 
the production of "Vindioiie Pletati,;,'' and must, therefore, h11,vc been liko
minded. Joseph Alleine was an Arminian-ae was, in all probability-his 
father-in-l.aw 11lso. If so, he could hardly be classed with " tho giants" who 
were "sound in doctrine" referred to in this paper. "Hoe.van Opened" is both 
a re.re, and e.o Mr. Jones says "11, choice book," but it wo.s probably overlooked 
through the popularity of John Howe', incomparable, "Blosscdnoss of tho 
Righteous."-EDITOB. 



82 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

enough there 1s m Him to fill all their faculties, their understandings; 
there are infinitely beautiful perfections, where we may gaze and fill our 
eyes with unspeakable delight : but when we have looked the farthest 
into them, when the most searching eye, the most intense thought have 
searched and seen their utmost, they come not near the end ; they shall 
look, and look, and see, and see, and when they c,m reach no farther, 
then they shall wonder at those treasures of light and beauty, that are 
still beyond them," 

The following specimen of Alleine's pregnant comments is selected 
from those on Ephes. iii. 18, "the love of Christ"-" It is a height 
without a top, a depth without bottom, a length without limits, a 
breadth without bounds; in a word, immensity unmeasurable, and there
fore unspeakable, unsearchable glory." What an exalted view of the 
loving ,Jesus ! We thank God for such glorious truths I 

In exhorting Christians to live up to their privileges, he sets forth 
three qualifications, which are essential, if we would, in measure, attain 
such a desirable object. These are given under three "heads" viz., 
"Knowledge, Delight and SATISFACTION;" all of which are necessary for 
real enjoyment. "Live," says our authot, "up to your privileges. Live 
according to your rank and quality, according to your riches laid up for 
you in God." Such exhortations are very opportune and seasonable to 
all of us to-day. 

One more quotation on the subject of the Covenant of Grace, is par
ticularly cogent, and clear in exp1·ession, and will accord with what has 
already been sLated :-

" God bath made a covenant with His people, bath given Himself 
for their portion, His Son for their price, His Spirit for their guide in 
the way, His earth for their accommodation by the way, His angels for 
their guard, the powers of darkness and death for their spoils, everlasting 
glory for their crown. And because their way is difficult ... He bath 
given them all that grace which is necessary to bring them to glory." 

Such choice and comprehensive statements, are redolent of the richest 
encouragement to the tried, tempted toilers of to-day. They show so 
clearly the safety, security, and the final triumph of those whose nameR 
are "enrolled in heaven." God's elect, however despised by men, are 
still "precious in the sight of the l.ord," dear to His heart ; therefore, 
not one shall be lost-not one missing-no, not one fail of entering the 
"desired haven." How firm is this rock-bed of Gospel truth. How shallow 
~he creeds and teaching of the present day I It is, indeed, profitable to 
keep company with men of former generations, who were giants !n 
Biblical lore, sound in doctrine, orthodox in theology, and mighty m 
the Scriptures-the word, revelation, and testimony of the Holy Spirit. 
Present day theology is like water as compared with the cream of the 
evicted and imprisoned ministers, of the cruel, dark days that are past. 
But, 0 watchmen I what of the future ?-

IF you are a holy and earnest minister, ten to one, some will defame 
your character: but never answer them. Any fool can fling mud at 
you, but never try to remove it while it is wet. You will only make it 
more visible, and harder to brush off. lle quiet and LET IT DRY, You 
will then be able to remove it quite eW!ily. 
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"THE SAINTS IN PRAYER APPEAR AS ONE." 
-JT was a weighty saying of the late J. C. Philpot's that "many are 

sound in their religious eqHnience who are far from being so in their 
judgment." 

This is well exemplified in a story which our late dear brother, John 
Vaughan, of Hackney, was wont to relate. He was once ministering in 
some Devonshire town, and, after dinner, enquired of his host whether 
he knew of any invalided Christian in the place who would be glad of a 
pastoral visit. This led to their calling on an old lady who had been 
tong confined to her bedroom. The inter'fiew proved delightful to our 
esteemed friend, whose heart was warmed by the beautiful testimony of 
this aged saint to the preciousness of Christ, and the unfailing Providence 
of our Uovenant God to all who are enabled to trust Him. The reading 
of a portion of the Divine Word, and a prayer, followed; and this profit
able season was drawing to a close, when the visitor, who had felt real 
union of heart to one whose experience tallied so closely with his own, 
ventured on a kindly surmise :-

" Farewell, dear friend-and may I not guess that you are one of 
those Christians who are generally styled Calvinists? " 

"' A Calvin,' No," she almost shrieked, with glaring eyes, '' I've 
been ' a Methody' all my life ; and I hope I shall die one, so there ! " 

What Heaven will be, we know not yet ; but is it not a joy to reflect 
that there will be NO SECTS THERE ? " Multre terricolis l-in_qiue, 
crelestibus una." 

UNDER HIS SHADOW. 

"I sat down under His she.dow with grea.t delight."-Cant. ii. a. 
I SAT beneath His shadow, 

And rested with delight; 
I lingered in His sunshine, 

His amile so sweet and bright. 
He wiped my tears of anguish, 

Bade fears no longer stay ; 
I hoard His soothing whispers, 

And sorrows fled away. 
Ho brought me to His banquet, 

That I might wondering prove 
The riches of His favour, 

The bounties of His love. 
His banner did o'ersha.dow, 

In peace I did repose, 
Sure of His kind protection, 

And safety from my foes. 

I longed to stay for ever 
Beneath His shadow there, 

Abiding in His presence, 
In ease from pain and oare. 

But in His love He bade me 
Go forth to conquer still, 

To fight His battle bre,vely, 
And trust His perfect will. 

Till when, oh, blessed moment! 
His will In me is dono ; 

He'll sond His royal messago, 
And take His we,iting one. 

When I shall rest for ever, 
Benea.th His banner bright, 

Shall see His Kingly beauty, 
And walk with Him in white. 

KATE STAINES. 

WHEN the Holy Spirit comforts a poor soul he takes hii;h altitude. 
"I bare you on eagle's wings and brought you unto Myself." After 
deep sinkings He carries the soul to heights it he.d not before reached. 
Thus they not only "cry out of the depth.I;," but " praise Him in the 
heights;" yea, in the firmament of His power.-Rufus. 

BEHOLD the so.It, its sa.vour gone 
Whence bath it further use ? 

In those who from the Gospel turn 
See grace in its abuso.-Ru/us. 
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~tEM:OlUF.S AND MEMORABILIA OF CHARLES HILL. 

IT is improbable that a biographical volume will perpetuate the life
story of this eminent man; yet, could it be produced, many would 

read it with pleasure and profit. His unique personality, his uncommon 
powers, his disregard and defiance of adverse criticism and his adherence 
to what he deemed "the right," all rendered him one with whose history 
it might be universally advantageous to be acquainted; but the veil of 
oblivion will soon cover his memory, and his name be ere long but a 
tradition of tile past. This is a saddening thought, but the fact is 
inevitable:-

" Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all hie sons away : 
They fly forgotten as a dream dies at the opening day.'' 

Still, while the great and good are remembered, may he have a " memo
rial graven in our hearts." 

While, among us, James Wells was the greatest preacher of covenant 
truth; John Hazelton, the best embodiment of a grave and wise pastor and 
father in Israel ; William Palmer, our foremost theologian; and John 
Foreman, the life-long exemplification of manly Christianity,-Charles 
Hill led the van as a preacher of Jesus Christ, in the glory of His 
eternal Deity and everlasting sonship: the triumphs of His cross and 
Hie power to "save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him." 

A few reminiscences and memorabilia, faithfully transcribed from 
memory's page by one who loved him, are all that is here attempted. 

SUFFOLK SPEECH, 

Wliether consciously or not, we cannot say, but he occasionally glided 
into the lingo of hiB native county, sometimes with considerable effect. 

"An ellum (elm) tree;" "We've had enow (enough) of that;" "It 
hev" (bas) ; "Sitting on the floor or on the galleries of a chapel" (for 
"-in the chapel or its galleries"); "a baw" (boy, or young man) ; "a 
mawther" (a young woman); "noth1m" (nothing) ; "a me.vis" 
(thrush) ; and, " He's as deep as Garrick," for "he is exceedingly 
crafty,"-are instances which at once occur to us. 

Dr. James Hamilton in current conversation is said to have spoken 
much as cultured gentlemen ordinarily do; but on Sundays invariably 
said " mairsee" for "mercy," and adopted other Scoticisms. When 
some one inquired his reason, he replied, '' 0, ye see, our people like just 
a little bit of hither (heather) on the Sawbnth-day." It may be that for 
a similar reason our friend retained some of the old modes of speech to 
the last. 

"Ask Charley Hill," said one who knew him well," and if he says 'No;' 
abk him again. If he says • I wunt,' you may spare yourself further 
trouble, bis mind is made up." 

Many remember his fine-some say his finest-Association sermon at 
8towmarket in 1879. He was wretchedly ill and trembled diBtressingly 
as he rose to preach. "Master, it is good to be here," was his text. He 
commenced: "Yes, 'Us true; it always !tev been, it always will be
• "l'is religion that can give, etc.'" The effect of the "hev." which 
gave a Doric cast to the entire exordium, was indescribable. It wu.s 
followed by the noblest effort of pulpit eloquence on "Christ as the 
MaHter," which we ever heard. 
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CONVEHSATJON. 

In culmred society no country gentleman of the olden time could be 
m.ore rtfined and self-possessed. Deferential, yet dignified, advancing 
his own opinions, though without obtrusiveness : all listened to his 
words with pleasure; yet, all were convinced that he, in his turn, was 
deriving interest from their conversation. 
. It was difficult to draw him to converse on theological matterd; and 
if he had a low opinion of his questioners' intelligence or ingenuousness, 
would stop further discussion by a personal remark, in which, to say the 
truth, courtesy was not al ways conspicuous. 

The present writer, for instance, once sought to demonstrate some 
point to him, only to receive this rejoinder: "Let me tell yon, my friend, 
that yon don't know nothen about it." 

In the .Association Smoking-tent a discussion once arose between the 
ministers present, when one, whom Charles Hill greatly despised, 
observed : "Well, MY principles won't allow ME to . . . ." He was, 
however, abruptly cut short by the exclamation : "Hear, 0 heavens, 
and be astonished O earth, J-- G-- ltas pr-inciples!" 

At a meeting of the ministers and delegates of the Suffolk and 
Norfolk Association, some one sought to advocate a measure in a way 
which he deemed disingenuous. He, however, made no attempt to reply 
to the individual's sophistries, but blurted out, in tones loud enough to 
be ht:ard throughout the chapel, which is not e. small one : '' A.t your 
tricks again, S--; I hate such dirty ways." 

PULPIT PREPARATION, 

His sermons were, as a role, the product of long and patient thought, 
and some of his texts were the subjects of his cogitation for ruany 
months before he ventured to preach from them. His rule we.s,first, to 
ascertain the relation of his text to its connection; second, to discover 
the light or aspect in which it presented the unique person and ch1m1.cter 
of Jesns Christ; and, thirdly, to find out some truth which might be 
conched in it.a shorter or apparently less important terms. He would 
write out the portion, and underline .firdt one word and then another, 
and cogitate upon it, in the sense which each change of emphasis 
suggested, and often in thid way obtained new views of well-worn 
p11.1111agea. 

They were most carefully thought out 11nd almost memorised, but 
never committed to writing before or after delivery. He ordinarily pen
cilled his leading divisions on a sheet of notepaper which lay before him 
while preaching, though never do we remember his apparently referring 
to it. He had it in view of possible interruptions. "You cannot tell 
what may happen," he once said; " a baby may cry, or a woman go off 
in hysterics; and this serve3 to preserve 1,our equanimity and confidence, 
and may eave you from breaking down. ' 

HATAN. 

" Popular conceptions of 8atan," he oace observed, " are, I am per
suaded, mcorrect. He is no ugly demon, but a creature of indescribably 
splendid, though degraded and deformed, beauty. 

" Think of his persistence in evil. U nduunted by six thousand years 
of failure, he is as zealous and untiring in his rebellious opposition to 
God as ever. 
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"Think of his power, which is the power of hatred, a power second 
only to the supreme power of love. He hates those that serve him as 
much as he does those that oppose him; hates God; hates men; hates 
unfallen angels ; hates the Master and the Church He ransomed with 
the blood of His heart; and, above all, he hates himself. He cannot love, 
and never will be loved, and his purpose is to render men as hateful and 
as hated B£ he himself is. 

" RelentleSL, rntbless, be pursues bis accursed course without pity 
and without compunction, though he knows that it will end in failure 
unutterable, and shame everlasting. He will move you to deny bis 
existence, question his influence and make jokes about the mischief he 
does, and all the while be is making a bigger fool of you and a wickeder 
wretch than ever. 

" Never ignore or under-estimate the devil. Only when you have 
some true conception of his greatness and grandeur, can you rise to 
an appreciation of the glory and splendour of the great Christ of God 
who was manifested that he might destroy his accursed works. 

" He is too treacherous and wicked for us to pity him, and it is 
impermissible to pray for him; but while I dread him more than words 
can describe, I am conscious of a mingled wonder and horror as I think 
of him as a monument of splendid and undying misery." 

PHRASEOLOGY. 

His evident aim was to make himself understood as a preacher, and 
he accordingly adopted "great plainness of speech." Affected elegance 
of utterance he hated, and showed undisguised contempt for it, when 
apparent in the sermons of other~. Yet he admired crisp and dainty 
English, and to an extent cultivated the art of employing it. When in 
the course of his reading he met with sentences which he deemed effec
tive and beautiful, he made them his own for future use. He kept no 
notebook in which to record these, but re-read them till they were fixed 
in his memory, which was a splendid one, and to which he trusted as to 
a faithful friend. 

His unique style, however, resulted from his own personality, for he 
was always himself. William Houghton told us that he was once charged 
with imitating Dr. Guthrie, but he averred that he knew nothing about 
the great Scotch preacher, and had not read a line of his writings. Oddly 
enough, when these came under his notice, he did not admire them, 
deeming their admitted beauty too forced and strained to be worthy of 
admiration. 

A FATHER IN I8RAEL. 

"Our acquaintance," writes J. R. Debnam, of Nunhead, "dates as far 
back as 1870, when I entered upon my first pastorate at Bradfield-St.
George. He commenced our friendship, by inquiring into the concerm1 
and interests of my work ; and quietly assured me of his sympathy and 
readiness to help me as a beginner. From that time an unbroken union 
subsisted between us. I soon grew to regard him in the light of a father, 
while his kindness and evident solicitude to do me real good, always put 
me at ease in his company. I never felt the stiffness and' stand-off
neBB' of which some have ~poken. He always called me 'My boy,' 
and laid himself out to make me free and at ease in his company. 

" Happy were the many hours I spent with him in his home at 
Brockford; and the holy seasons in his own and in other chapels. 
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" He always gave young preachers the impression that he thought 
appreciatingly of their labours ; and if he saw them depressed after 
preaching, knew how to say the kind words which just then were so 
acceptable. 

"It fell to my lot, in June 1901, to bury his dear wife in the 
grave-yard of his chapel. He was very quiet, bnt evidently his heart 
was stirred to deep feeling. He at first seemed troubled because our 
friend, W. Jeyes Styles, was unable to come through illness, but when 
all was over he took my h1J.nd-so cordially and gratefully, as he said
' Thank vou, my boy ; in our brother's absenoe you were the best to 
come. Thank you, I am glad you were able to be here.' Thus,-

"• Loved as a son, in him I ea.rly found, 
A father, such as I shall ne'r forget.' " 

(To be continued. An Appreciation will appear o.v. next month, from the 
pen of Ebenezer Marsh, ot Stratford). 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
Is the last in the Bible, and forms the topstone of the Temple of 
Truth, the summit of the Piilar of Inspiration. It contains 22 
chapters, all of which, the first, second, and foqrth excepted, begin with 
the conjunction" And." Its verses amount in the aggregate to 387, of 
which 274 also begin in the same way. 

It speaks of seven churches, seven candlesticks, seven spirits, seven 
stars, seven angels, seven trumpets, seven se11,ls, nod seven vials. Of 
twelve foundations, twelve Apostles, twelve gates, twelve tribes, and 
twelve kinds of fruit. Of twenty-four elders, and twelve times twelve 
followers of the Lamb. 

From this the Book is eeen to be highly figumtive. Any who are 
interested in these facts should obtnin Dr. Lightfoot's smnll work, 
entitled, "The Harmony, Chronicle, and Order of the New 
Testament." 

Th Story of the Acts of the Apostles Analyzed, 

{ 

Text of the Four Evangelists Met/iodized. 

e Order of the Epistles Man,ifeated. 
Times of the Revelation Observed, 

Those who would see yet further should go to Him, who, in 
chap. iii. 18, says : "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, 
that thou mayest be rich, and white raiment that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear, and anoint 
thine eyes with eyesalve that thou mayest see " ; 11bove all, do not 
overlook the solemn threatenings of the 18th and rnth verses of the 
last chapter, and for thy comfort remember this also, that "The Spirit 
and the bride sly, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." May the closing benediction be ours: "The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."-Rufus. 

WJUTEVER Lhe flesh craves for-and there is no limit to its lusts-
we are persuaded of this :-That it is better to have what will exercise 
patience than what would be likely to foster pride.-Ru/us. 
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SUNSET RAYS.-" For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
H~ shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : and though after my 
skm worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God" (Job xix. 
:2!i, 26). Ah ! Joh, flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto you, 
but our Fat~er in heaven, by His Holy Spirit; aud not to you only, 
dear_ old samt, but to us much more abundantly, in that our dear, 
grac1o_us Redeemer has been once and finished redemption's work, and 
has g1v~n us the gracious assurance that He will come again and receive 
us to Himself. 0, all ye redeemed of the Lord in Zion ! shout wi~h joy 
unspeakable and full of glory ; for when earth and its sorrows and 
transient glory have passed away, with holy joy we shall see God in Christ 
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LATE CHARLES HILL. 
THE following is from the Suffolk Chronicle and Mercury of February 5th :-

" MEMORIAL SERVICE. In spite of unpropitious wea.ther, a. numerous 
congrega.tion were a.ttra.cted to the Ba.pList Cha.pal at Stoke Ash, on Sunda.y 
morning, Ja.nuary 31st, to pa.y a. la.et tribute of respect to the memory of the 
minister who was identified with it from 1848 to 1896, e.nd whose interment in 
the adjacent gre.veyard took place on the previous Tuesday. The prea.cher wa.s 
Mr. W. Jeyes Styles, of London, his attached friend, a.nd for many yes.re asso
ciated with him s.s Metropolitan Secreta.ry of the Suffolk s.nd Norfolk Home 
Mission, which the decea.sed served long and le.boriously until increa.sing yes.re 
and failing health enforced his resignation. Contrary to preva.iling custom, the 
sacred edifice bore none of the insignia. of mourning, though bla.ck garments 
prevailed a.mongst the worshippers. The preliminary engagements were of the 
urns.I cha.racter, except that eight minutes were devoted to a.n Address to the 
Sunda.y School children on a portion of the chapter which had formed the lesson 
(2 Cor. iv.): 'The God of this world hs.th blinded the eyes of them which 
believe not.' 

•· The more formal discourse we.e ba.eed upon the text (John J:. 41, 42), 
'John did no mira.cle, but s.ll things which John spe.ke of this ms.n were true; 
and many believed on Him (Chriot) there.' A dea.d ma.n's reputation-the 
prea.cher observed-must be subjected to the ordeal of time before it could be 
said to be este.blished. Individuals had been bepre.ised at their !uners.ls whose 
na.mes afterwards, when fa.cts then unknown were brought to light, were loaded 
with obloquy and contempt; while, in the long run, the poet said truly-

"• The sweet remembra.nce of the just, 
Sha.II flourish when he sleeps in dust.' 

"The preacher then dwelt upon the character of John the Baptist, s.nd 
when appea.ling to the personal interest of the service, he ea.id : You knew o. ma.n 
wonderfully like him-a. man born in a. provinoia.l town-a countryman to the 
marrow of his bones, and unused to courtly ways; a man who fee.red God, but 
never qua.iled before his fellow man, grea.t as he might be; a man who loved 
grand old Suffolk a.nd her sons, who wa.R a.t his best when a.mong them, and 
knew no higher joy than to seek their good ; o. m11n, yet ag11in, who was no oa.st
iron ma.chine, but whose heart had sounded the depths of sorrow, da.rkness, a.nd 
depression, in a. wa.y tha.t few ever suspected. This ma.n (the preacher sa.id latel' 
on), like John the Baptist, spoke of Christ. His were not discourses ela.bora.ed 
to perfection, and read with olocutiona.ry art, or compositions perfeated, and 
memorised, o.nd delivered with tricks of gesture a.nd gra.oes of inflection. What 
tha.t great heart felt, those eager lips expressed, o.nd the messages lea.pt with 
living force to convey the truth to the people. 0 tha.t those to whom the 
sermons of Cha.rles Hill had been me.de useful might recall his gra.oious words 
with profit, and turn from the dead minister to the living Sa.viour, renewing 
their profession ')( fa.ith with a.II eagerness 11nd joy. 

·' It was a.n eloquent sermon, listened to with intense interest, e.nd ono tha.t, 
in iLe references to the deceased minister, prescntod e. Btriking oharnctor-sketoh 
which his old congregation reooi;nised with mournful approciation." 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT BOOKS. 
The Pilgrim's Progress', by John 

Bunyan: with eight original coloured 
illustrations, by John Bunyan. Reli
gious Tract Society. Cloth, One 
Shilling, nett. 

IN all respects-paper, type, and bind
ing-tlfls is the best portable edition of 
this undying work that we have sef.n ; 
and, its price being but one shilling, it 
is a marvel of cheapness. We confess to 
a weakness for the quaint old wood
cuts that adorned onr mother's copy ; 
but the illustrations to this are so good, 
artistic and np to date, both in concep
tion and execution, as to enforce onr 
praise. We are especially glad that the 
text is Bunyan's own, and not that of 
modem editors, who have toned it down 
to suit popular taste. We ha<I rather 
read, " but that lock went damnabl6 
bard'' than "extremely bard," as in 
Scott's edition. The srelling au d 
punctuation are, however, judiciously 
modernised, .. bile the quaint and oha
racteriatic marginal comments are re
tained. With the addition of an Index 
to fa~ilitate referenc~, the book would 
be all that cou Id be desired. 

The Metropolitan Tabemacl8 Pu.lpit
Bermons by C. H. Spurgeon. The 
Fiftieth Volume. Passmore and 
Alabaster, 4, Paternotter Buildings. 

WHEN we recall the fact that the 
beloved preaoher baptized us; that 
from hi~ college we received benefits 
innumerable; 1rnd that in later life be 
was our kind and cordial friend, Wd feel 
e,beolutely incompetent to pen our 
thought■ respecting this portly volume. 
How wonderful the fertility of hi ■ mind I 
How marvellou1 tlie grace of his great 

heart I Commendation is superfluous, 
if not impertioent; and admiration, 
which all evangelical Chrietians ebare, 
calls for no expreBSion here. That the 
later sermons are, on an average, equal 
to many of the earlier ones, we incline 
to question ; but the standard of spiritual 
excellence is maintained, and a dull or 
uninstruclive page is not to be found. 

Very instructive is it to note how 
steadfe.l!t this man of God was to his 
professed creed through all his lon" 
years of rnnice. As an exponent of th~ 
form of Calvinism, whioh was so 11,bly' 
enforced by Andrew Fuller, he coru. 
menced bis ministry ; and from it be 
never deviated to the last. That this 
is not our personal view, oll who know 
us are aw11,re; and we might select 
p,1ssnges from the discourses before us 
to demonstrate the weaknes1 of the 
yea - and - nay system of which ·the 
preacher was tho most distinguished 
champion. But as memories crowd 
upon us, our he11,rt grows too full for 
anything but gratitude to Go.1 for 
truth prool11,imed, ,inners converted, 
ond Christians encouraged to persevere 
in holiness nnd oc~ivity. Dear pastor
president, we "thank our Goel upon 
every remembrance of thee;'' and pray 
that thy words mo.y still " run a.nd be 
p:lorified." 
The Story of th~ Lioht that Nevl.'r 

Went Out. by Augusto. Cook and W. 
Stanley Mnrtin. l\Iorg,m and Scott, 
Patcrnost er Buildings. 

FEELING thnt this important work 
demands more thnn·" passing notioe iu 
thtse columns, we ho.ve prt'pnrcd a 
Review ol its contents; which, how
ever, must stand over until next month. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

HORNSEY RISE (ELTH0RNE•R0AD). 
-Servioes in oommemoration ol the 
third anniversary of the pastorate of 
Mr. H. D. Sandell were held as follows: 
On Lord'd•day, January 17th. sermons 
were preaohed by our pastor: in the 
morning from Pea. lxxxvii. 3, and in 
the evening from Aots xxvi. 22. On 
the following Tuesday, Mr. E. Beeober 
preached in the afternoon from Joel 
1i. 23, the eermon being received with 
aa.vour and profit by many. After a 
eooial tea in the aoboolroom, a p 1blio 
meeting_ was held in the chapel, over 
whioh Mr. W. G. Fanneh very genially 
preaided, and, alter opening hymn, read 

Pila. lxxxiv., and ea.lied upon a, brother 
to seek the Lord's ble•sing. The 
chairman then made a few opening 
remarks, oommenting on the Psalm 
be bad read, after which Mr. ,J.E. Flegi? 
addressed us from the word•, '' Thou 
bast been my help," Rhowilig how Wt! 
are brought to !eel our need of 
help, and to earnestly appeal to the 
Lord for same, and not in vain. Mr. 
Beecher followed 111,,on the seasonable 
showers of blessing rt1lerred to in Ezek. 
xxxiv. 26, remarking that the Lord's 
Be8.80n of bleeding Hie minister•' labours 
is often when they least expect it. 
Alter singing "Blest be the tie that 
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binds." our pastor gave a very l!&tie
factory account of hie three years' 
labours amongst us, the Lord's blessing 
and increase being realised and en
cou~ing aspects of spiritual life 
manifested, especially in good prayer
meetings, which, as the ohairman 
.remarked, is the true pulse of the 
Church. Mr. J. Clark was the next 
speaker, who, after comments of 
approval of the previous speeches, 
directed our attention to the words in 
2 Thess. ii. 16, " Everlasting consolation 
and good hope through grace," empha
sizing the durability of the Lord's 
salvation blessings beyond all beside. 
Collections taken for the pastor 
amounted to a little over :£8, who, on 
rising to acknowledge the same with 
rratitude, moved a vote of thanks to the 
ohairman, ministers, ladies, and all who 
had come to enoourage our pastor and 
the Lord's cause here. This was seconded 
by one of the deacons, and very: heartily 
acoorded by show of hands. We believe 
all felt it good to be with us. and we 
thank God and take courage.-H. G. 

PORTSMOUTH {TEBWICK-STREET). 
-The ninth anniversary of the Sunday
eohool was celebrated on Wednesday, 
January 20th. ll'lr. J. S. Jordan pre
sided. After the einl{ing of " God bless 
our Sunday-school," Mr, E. H. Parry 
engaged in prayer. Mr. O. W. Spratt 
welcomed the friends to the meeting, 
and heartily invited the parents and 
friends to the Sunday servioes, after 
which he gave an interesting address on 
"Life," pointing out some of the dangers 
around, and speaking of the Ark of 
Safety (Christ). T'l'I o anthems, entitled 
respectively ,; Cry out and Shout" 
and" Awake I Awake I" were sung, also 
a carol, entitled '' 'fie Night on the 
Silent Mountains." Several good reoita
tione were rendered by the soholare. 
After "There's a Friend for little 
children" had been sun!!' by the infants, 
Mr. Pritchard (eupermtendent) dis
tributed the prizes. Frances Reetell 
having obtained the highest marks was 
presented with a work box. 'rhe interest. 
1ng meeting was closed by singing 
"God be with you till we meet again," 
and the Benediotion.-J0HN S. JORDAN, 
s~crdary. 

GLEMSFORD.-The Bible-chm held 
their annual tea on January 19th. 
Through removals the number was lees 
this year-34 sat down. After tea the 
business part in connection with the 
class was disouaeed. Addressee followed 
from Messrs. W. and L. Snell. and a 
piece of poetry written and read by the 
secretary. The leader of the class was 
a.goo.in taken by surprise, for he was 
presented with a beautitul silk umbrella, 
eil ver-mounted, and a purse of ail ver. 
'fhe speech he made after the present.a-

tion was touched with deep feeling 
because the olass has been severely 
tested through slackness of trade and 
removals. The happy meeting closed 
with siniring "Guide us, 0 Thou great 
Jehovah," &c. 

STAINES.-The Sunday-school anni
versary services were held on Tuesday, 
January 17th, when Mr. W. Stanley 
Martin, Editor of Uncle Ben's Budget, 
conducted the services, and on each 
oco~sion delivered instructive addressee, 
whioh will long be remembered. The 
attention of the ohil!l.ren at these 
services was very encouraging. On 
Thursday, 21st, pastor J. E. Flegg (of 
Wandsworth Common) preaohed a 
sermon in the afternoon specially to 
parent~, teachers, and soholars, which 
w&e listened to with great interest &nd 
spiritual profit. At the olose of this 
service all adjourned to the aohoolroom, 
when every seat at the tables wae 
q uiokl;v filled, some being: glad to find 
room 1n the vestry. This aooial meal 
was greatly enjoyed, as also the mutual 
fellowship of old friends and new, after 
which the evening meeting commenced, 
the chapel beinl!" well filled. The chair
man was Mr. H. Brand (of Guildford), 
who, having opened the meeting by 
prayer, called upon Mr. J. Holden (the 
secretary) to read the report, which was 
very concise and deeply interesting, 
mentioning the continued missionary 
zea.11 the Band of Hope, the colleotiou oa 
Chr1stmaa morning for the Stockwell 
Orph,marce, the inoreasing interest in 
the I.B.R.A., and the important and 
useful work of the ladies of the Dorcas 
Society. Some of our scholars then 
nioely and correctly gave reoitationa, 
after whioh we listened with muoh 
pleaRure to able and suitable addressee 
by Messrs. Jeffs, Flegg, and Cowdrey. 
At all the services the congregations, 
the oolleotions, and the singing, were 
gooJ, the latter oalliug forth speoial 
remarks by the chairman and speakers. 
The singing was the subject of apeoial 
approval ; the beautiful harmony was 
very effective. Great praise is due to 
Mr. J. Holden (the oonductor), also to 
Miss Nash (the organist). Thus oon
oluded one of the beat of Sunday-aohool 
anniversaries. 

ST. NEOTS.-The New Year's tea and 
public meeting was held on Tuesday 
evening, when, after reading and prayer, 
the balance sheet of the various tunds 
we.a rP,&d, whioh were found to be in a 
very favourable condition indeed. The 
pastor, Mr. Hu.zelton, who prllllided, re
marked on the oause tor gratitude, and 
the Doxology was now sung. Mr. 
Barnard (deacon) spoke of a year of 
great tr,al through which they had 
been oalled to pass, and especially trying 
to the pastor, who had been bere.vod of 
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his beloved wife. They had indeed 
sympathised with him, but now their 
sym~athy had taken a practical form, 
and 1n the name of the friends he was 
able to ask Mr. Hazelton's acceptance 
of the sum of £8 13s. as an expression of 
their love and svmpathy, feeling sure 
that suoh help would juet now be very 
acceptable. Mr. Hazelton, in respond
ing1 heartily thanked the friends for 
their thoughtfulness and kindness all 
the way through, and said he could 
testify of what he had witness of the 
graoe of God iu supporting under great 
sufferings and in death ; and also in 
sustaining under euoh heavy trials, He 
further remarked on his growing con
viction that there was nothing that 
could take the plaoe of the old-fashioned 
Gospel truths, and the hope thnt they 
all might be found clinging closely 
thereto. The meeting was exception
ally well attended, the long leoture
room being quite full. 

KEPPEL STREET MEMORIAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL, BA.S3ET1' 

STREET, KENTISH TOWN. 
THE 89th annual meeting was held on 
Tuesday, January 19th. Notwithstand
ing the inclemency of the weather, we 
were favoured with a good attendanoe 
in the aftemoon, when pastor J. Easter 
(of Wattisham) preached an excellent 
sermon from the words, "Teaoh me Thy 
way, 0 Lord, I will walk in Thy troth ; 
unite my heart to fear Thy name" 
(Pea. ln:xri. ll). In the evening a 
public meeting was held, presided over 
by Mr. F. J. Catchpole (of New Oroes). 

Mr. Ffttoh, the eeoretary, read the 
annual report, whioh showed that there 
were now 2"J9 soholars on the books, an 
inorea.se of 36 during the year. The 
teachers now number 2-1. From the 
Bible-class, three have joined the 
Church, two of whom a.re now among 
our teachers. The Baud of Hope 
showed an increase of 2G members, and 
the Temperance Sooiety, though small. 
was growing. The Gospel Helpers' 
meetings for our young people, held on 
Thursdays, were well attended, and the 
papers read proved bet 1,1ful. The Tract 
Society, which visits 200 houses weekly, 
has also rendered useful assistance by 
introducing new scholars. The Inter
nationa.l Bible Reading Association has 
a membership of 105. Other auxiliaries 
are progressing. 

Mr, Wakelin gave the financial •tate
ment, whioh showed a deficit of 
£13 !is. 9~d., and afterwards ~poke from 
the words, "The children gathered 
wood,'' and "The obildren sang 
hosanna." 

Mr. A.dams ( High bury) spoke from 
the words, "We then, as workers to
gether with Him" (2Cor. vi. l), pointing 
out the need of saved workers, of unity 

together, and with the Lord, as the 
secret of success, 

Mr. Catchpole based his remarks on 
the words," He that reapeth receiveth 
wages, and ga.theretb fruit unto life 
eternal" (John iv. 36), reminding us of 
the joy that comes through servic,, as 
w1>ll as the final reward. • 

Pastor E. White (Woolwich) spoke 
from 1 These. ii. 7, 8, "But we were 
gentle among yoa, even as a nurse 
cherishetb her children," eto. He spoke 
of the need of experience, patience, ta Jt, 
and solioitude. 

Mr. Vine (Courland..grove) addressed 
the meeting from the words, "Solomon, 
my son, whom Clod bath chosen, ia yet 
young and tender, and the work is 
great, for the palace is not for man, but 
for God." He spoke of the definite 
nature of Sunday-school work, and the 
importance of strengthen in~ the founda• 
tions, especially in view of the attacks 
on the authenticity and authority of 
the Scriptures. 

Pastor W. Moxham (of Olapton) 
followed with an apt addreil!!, based on 
the incident of the miraculous draught 
or fishes. 

Pastor J. Easter addressed the meeting 
on the subjects of the teaober, the 
teach in I!', the teacher's help, and the 
teaoher'd reward. 

Mr. West (the superintendent) brought 
the meeting to a close by expressing the 
thanks of the teachers to the chairman, 
Rpea.kers, and friends from other 
Churches who had come to visit us on 
this occasion. Speoial hymns and 
anthems were sung. under the leader
ship of our brother, Mr. White. 

WOOD GREEN.-Thea.nnual p1uents' 
meeting in oonneotion with the Sunday
school at Pa.rk Rldinjl"s waR held on 
Wednesday, January 27th, 190-l. Our 
pastor and president oooupied the ohair, 
and distributed the prizes, A hearty 
welcome was given to all parents 
present, especially strangers. The 
superintendent (brother Chile, Turner) 
addressed the meetin~ briefly from the 
words in John iii. Iii, • God .w loved the 
world." The hymn, entitled" Is Jesus 
thine l" '' olenched" our brother's ad
dress. The greater pa.rt of the evening 
was taken up with wha.t proved a modt 
interesting and instructive lecture, 
illustrated by the la.ntern. Our brother 
Whitaker, the lectnrer, dealt in hid own 
familiar way with each slide depicting 
the Rtory of "Chri6tiano, o,nd her 
children." It is hoped the result of tbo 
'· telling out" of the second part of the 
immorta.l dreamer's meditation may be 
a meanR of influencing some parents 
and children to go on the heavenly 
pilgrimage. Four recitations, boa.ring 
upon the subject of the leotnre, served 
to increase the enjoyment of the meeting. 
Our pastor, at the oonclusion, in tha.nk-
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ing brother Whitaker for his leoture, 
emphasized one point of the subject 
hrought to our minds-viz., That the 
Interpreter was the Holy Spirit, who 
reveals so many things to those who are 
on pil!!'rimage. It was cheeriug to the 
committee to see a well filled cha1;>el, 
and to have had an opportunity of seemg 
and speaking to the parents of the 
scholars.-ONE OF THE TEACHERS. 

BROADS'rAIBS.-Tbe fifth anniver
sary of the Sanday-school was celebrated 
on Sunday, 24th January, two sermons 
being preached by pastor C. Bloy ( of 
Birchington) : in the morning from 
Matt. xviii. 2, and in the evening from 
Dent. vi. 6. 7. On Wednesday a good 
nnmberof friends and children gathered 
to tea. Mr. W. A. D~Je presided at the 
evening meeting. Under the direction 
of Miss V. R. Simms brij.l'ht and cheerful 
hymns were sung, and recitations given 
by the scholars. The supnintendent 
referred to the progress ma.de since the 
school was re-opened five years a.go, 
starting with one scholar. His report 
was encouraging, and we have mnoh 
oa.ose for thankfulness. The Ringing of 
the Doxology oloeed a happy meeting.-
G. J. KENNETT. 

WOOLWICH (ENON, HIGH-STREET). 
-The annual meeting of the Christian 
Benevolent Tra.ot and Dorcas Sooiety 
was held on Thursday, January 28th. 
At 6 pm. sixty-six persons set down to 
tea, kindly provided by the ladies of 
the committee. At 7 p.m. a public 
meeting was held, presid0d over by 
pastor E. White. The secretary read 
the report. stating that daring the year 
the sum of £27 9s. 5d. bad been col
lected and £25 14s. ll~d. distributed to 
the poor and afflicted. Pastor E. Marsh 
moved the adoption of the report, and 
gave an excellent addrese from the 
text, "Inasmuch as ye have done it 
onto one of the least of these My breth
ren, ye have done it nnto Me." Brother 
Harold Rose seconded the report, which 
was carried unanimously. We had a 
good attendance, and we thank God and 
take coorage.-J. W. B., Hon. Seo, 

DOVER.- Our Sanday-school New 
Year's tea and publio meeting took 
place on January 27th. Tea was pro
vided at 5 30, at which we bad a very 
large gathering. At 6.35 the chair was 
taken by pastor G. Simmons, late of 
Sidoup. Aftflr a hymn bad been sung, 
our pastor, D. Witton, offered a very 
fervent prayer. The chairman gave a 
splendid addre~s. The children sang 
special tunes, and recited in e. very 
creditable manner. Addre•se~ were 
given b.v pastor W. Holyoak (of 
Salem). Councillor W. Bradley, and 
pastor D. Witton. The superintendent, 
R. Huj.l'hes, gave a report of the past 

year's work : the school is on the in
crease, the power of God is felt, and 
especially in the teachers' prayer meet
ings. The meeting was successful both 
in attendance and .6.na.noia.lly and 
above all, we felt the power of God.
R. J. HUGHES, 

GREAT GIDDING.-The latter place 
is a.gain without a pastor. Brother 
Bodfish has left; may the Lord go with 
him and prosper the work of his hands 
and raise op others to fill up the vacant 
places-faithful men who will say with 
the poet-

" I'm not a.shamed to own my God, 
Or to defend His co.use: 

Maintain the honour of Hi• Word, 
The glory of His cros•." 

We think of past history of Great 
Gidding; many souls have been born 
a.gain there, and many ministers have 
Ppoken to the praise and glory of God. 
It wa.a here, I think, that Mr. R. C. 
Striokson first spoke. We pray for 
Great Gidding. May God raise op 
another man to feed the lambs and 
sbeep in Christ's fold, and may many 
more bear the voice of Jesus epea.king 
unto them. "Do good in thy good 
plea.sore onto Zion : build thou the 
walls of J erosa.lem." "Pray for the 
peace of J erusa.lem: they shall prosper 
that love thee." "Peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy 
palaces." 11 For my brethren and oom• 
panions' sake, I will now say, Peace be 
within thee." "Because of the house of 
the Lord our God, I will seek thy 
good."-A. E. H. 

BOW.-NewYea.r's meeting was held 
on ,January 17 and l!l. At the publio 
meeting on the 19th the p"stor pre
sided, and, in opening, read IBa.ia.b liv. 
a.nd offered prayer. Brotber Smith 
spoke well from Rev. iii. 8 ; Mr. Ran
dell delivered a savoury address from 2 
Tim. i. 6; brother G. Holl,.nd followed 
with some observations on onion with 
Obrist; and brother Fountain dwelt on 
the Living Way. There we.e harmony 
in the 11ddressea, and the congregation 
was better than on previous oooasione. 
-W. H. LEE. 

HERTFORD (EBENEZER).-The an
nual meeting for the aged pastor, Mr. 
R. Bowles, was held on January 21st. 
Mr. Cornwell in the afternoon preached 
from Jer. xxxii. 28, testifying of the 
Lord's sovereign and oovena.nt purpose 
towards Hie people, and the super
aboundings of graoe in ma.king them 
His, notwithstanding their sins and 
unwo.-tbineeP Tea was provided in the 
soboolroom, In the evening Mr. Savage, 
of Wimbledon (in the absenoe of Mr. 
Bradbury, who was unable to be with 
us owing to indisposition) spoke from 
Gen. :n. 1, dwelling chiefly 011 the 
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words "after these things." He gave an 
edifying account of the Lord's dealings 
with Abram, and their applicatiou to 
the Lord's people now. Owing-to many 
friends being ill, the attendance was 
email, but tbe collections were good. 
Brother W. Debnam bad colleoted a 
nice sum in pennies, which he brought 
down, together with some gifts from 
the friends at The Grove, Camberwell. 
Some friends kindly sent donations, 
which was added to the collection, with 
sums given by gentlemen in the town. 
The collectinn amounted to £20. Onr 
aged and afflicted brother thanks the 
many friends who have so kindly 
helped to cheer him in providing for 
him in bis declining day P, and to bear 
testimouy to the faithfulness of his 
God. Our brother has entered upon his 
80th year, and is feeble and sadly. 

IPSWICH (BETHEBDA).-The annual 
distribution of prizes took place on 
Jan. 24th; 126 scholars received prizes 
for pOI1ctuality and good behaviour 
during 1903. Twelve of the above 
number had been early every time. 
About 120 scholars, including Bible
class members, reoeived books, &to., as 
tokens of love; or for Bible study at 
home, and writing Bible Edsays, four 
teaobere also received tokens of love 
from their classes, which shews their 
appreciation or their labours amongst 
them. Our Pastor dietributed the prizes 
with a kind word to each one. Sunday, 
Feb. 7th, was also a very happy day with 
us here. A baptismal service was held 
at the close or the sermon, at which our 
pastor had the joy of baptizing six 
sietera and three brothers. The chapel 
wu crowded, and the congregation 
listened attentively to our pa.etor preach 
from the words of Philip to the Eunuch, 
"If thou believest with all thine heart 
thou mayest."-W. 

M.A.S.B.C. SL'NDAY SCHOOL 
COMMll'TEE. 

THE annual meeting• were held on 
Tuesday, Jan. 26th, 1904, at Kepple
atreet Memorial Chapel, Bassett-street. 
Pastor H. T. Cbilvere gave an excellent 
aermon, being most helpful to Sunday
school workers, from the words," Wny 
cculd not we 01U1t him out 7" The even
ing meeting was presided over by our 
esteemed president, pastor R. E. Sear•, 
whose remarb were bright and helpful, 
from John xii. 26, reminding us that 
the Muter went about doing good, and 
we have this to stimulate ue. "Wist ye 
not that I muet be about my Fa.tber'e 
business 7" 

An encouraging report wae read by 
the secretary, ehowing what had been 
done, reminding them it was not the 
fault or this Committee if the teachers 
had not availed thom,elves of the oppor
tunities in atteBding the various meet-

ings. The financial statement was read 
by the treasurer, Mr. F. T. Newman. 
Mr. W. S. Baker, who wa• the first 
sveaker, used the motto, "Saved to 
Serve," bringing before us the Master's 
words," Tuke My yoke upon you," show
ing we were yoked to Christ, and herein 
lieth our success. Pastor Chilvers 
followed from the words, " What I tell 
you in darkness that speak ye in the 
light," pointing out how God has 
worked in the past, by preparing His 
saints in private and secret for them to 
tell out in the light. Pastor Steele was 
graciously helped to show how we can 
"do good," serving the Lord in the 
Mission and the Sunday-school. Mr. W. 
Stanley Martin gave a. most interesting 
address on four helps in service. 
Brethren Newman, Vinall, Wakelin, a.nd 
West having spoken, the meeting closed 
with the Benediction by the President. 

A lecture we.a iriven by pe.stor E. 
White on the 12th February at Collej!'e• 
pa~k, Lewisham, subject:-" Deois1on 
of Cbaraoter, the Key to Sncoese," which 
wae thoroughly appreciated by all 
present. 

BRIGHTON (SALEM, BOND·STREET), 
-Services to commemorate the ninth 
anniversary or the pastorate or Mr. F. 
Shaw, were held on Jauuary 27th. 
Pastor E. Mitchell, who oooupied the 
!)Ill pit in the afternoon, took for bis text, 
Romans viii. 9, and was lod to du\ with 
his subjoot in a way that at onoe 
claimed and held the attention or his 
appreoiativea.udienoe. A goodly number 
of friends sat down to teal being n. little 
in exoees or last year, ana a large oon
gregation assembled for the evening 
meeting, which oommenoed at 6.90. The 
pastor presided, and opened the meeting 
with singing that old hymn or welcome, 
"Kiudred in Chriet." After reading the 
103rd P,alm he called upon Mr. Pallett, 
of W,ltham Abbey, to lead iu prayer, 
which he did, graterully acknowledging 
the many meroiee of the paet, and seek
ing the Divine blessing, not only upon 
the meeting then prooeding, but also 
upon the preached word in the after
noon. The president in his address 
,poke or the goodness and faithfulness 
of the Lord, a.nd the continued pros
perity or the Church, also upon the 
evidences that His hand is still with us, 
there being flve perRons standiag for 
membership. three by transfer and two 
by baptism, bringing his remarks to a 
oloee by stating that he felt more and 
more drawn to the place each year. 
Brother Thoe. Oarr followed with some 
good and solid thoughts, whioh we~e 
greatly appreoiated. Pastor :1, J ar~1s 
expressed his pleasure at being with 
us again, his remarks being h_elpful 
and encouraging. Pastor E. M1tohell 
followed in his usual hearty manner, 
his bright and oheering words being 
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listened to with unabated interest and 
enjoyment. Oue of the pleasing features 
of the evening was the presence on the 
platform of our tbeloved brother Mr. 0. 
Lucas, who after being laid aside by a 
serious illness for nearly a twelvemonth 
was enabled in his capacity as deaoon 
and treasurer to give some interesting 
and satisfactory information as to the 
financial positionfof the church. The 
singing of a hymn and prayer offered by 
the pastor brought to a close what in 
the end proved to be the most suooess
ful meeting we have had, the oollection 
being higher than any previous year, 
and thus what at first by reason of the 
storm of wind would seem to mean 
failure was turned into praise and 
thanksgiving. Truly it is oars to siag 
in more senses than one, "With Christ 
in the vessel I smile at the storm."
D. R.S. 

LEWISHAM (COLLEGE·PABK),-Tbe 
gathering in connection with our 
twenty-first Runday-eohool anniversary 
were most encouraging, In the morning 
of Jannary 24th, oar pastor preached 
from Dent. vi. 6-9. A special service 
was held in the afternoon, at whioh Mr. 
B. T. Dale delivered an instructive 
address from 2 Kings xxii. 2, At the 
evening service faetor B. T. Dale 
preached a helpfn sermon from Ruth 
ii. 12. The services were continued on 
the 26th, when Mr. H. Adams, of Hig-h
bary, presided over the meeting, which 
was opened by singing and the reading 
of 2 Peter i. After brother Lingham 
had sought the Divine bleeei::ig, the 
chairman commented on the portion 
read. The report and financial state
ment were very satisfactory. Addressee 
were given by pastor W. H. Rose, of 
Woolwich, npon the "Heart," his re
marks being illustrated by a diagram 
specially prepared. Brother Jae. 
Martin, upon the word," Friend," which 
he dwelt upon in the form of an aorostio. 
Special hymns were sung throughout 
the services, and recitations were given 
by the scholars, and the prizes dis
tributed. The colleotione amounted to 
£5 13s, Oar pastor, in a few words, 
thanked the chairman and speakers and 
the friends who had oome to cheer and 
help. He also had the pleasure on be
half of the teachers of presenting to Mr. 
King copies of the Bristol and Union 
Tune Books. The meeting was brought 
to a conclusion by singing "The Lord is 
my Shepherd" and Benediotion. We 
are thankful for these favourable ser
vices, and pray that the blessing of God 
may follow. 

LITTLE STAUGHTON.-The New 
Year's publio tea meeting was held on 
February 3rd. Although it was a wet 
day a good number of friends were 
preaent, and after tea a very profitable 

evening was spent, the pastor giving an 
interesting aooount of some of onr 
favonrite hymns. He was also presented 
with a New Year's gift, for whioh he 
heartily thanked the friends. 

STOWMARKET.-On Tnesday, Feb. 
9th, brother W. H. Berry, of Saxmnnd
ham, g-ave the late C. H. Spnrgeon'e 
oelebrated lecture entitled," Sermons in 
Candles," to a very appreoiative andi
ence at the Baptist Chapel, Stow
market. Pastor S. B. Stocker presided. 
The homely illustrations were well 
received. 

MOUNT ZION, CHA.DWELL-STREET. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY. 

THE thirty-second anniversary of our 
Sunday-sohool was held on Lord's-day 
(February 14th) and on Tuesday (Feb
ruary 16th), when we were favoured 
with very good congregations. 

The services on Lord's-day were all 
oonduoted by pastor H. Tydeman Chil
vers (Ipswich). The morning discourse 
was based upon Mark x. 14, "Little 
children," the same subject taken by 
our pastor a year ago. Mr. Chilvers 
divided hie subject into three heads: 
(1) "Little children ; " (2) These chil
dren in relation to the kingdom of God; 
(3) Their relation to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The afternoon address was based upon 
Prov. i. 10, and in tho evening onr 
brother preached from Mark x. 21. 

On Tuesday afternoon, at 3.30, pastor 
R. Mutimer (Brentford) gave a very 
helpful discourse from the words, "0 
woman, great is thy faith" (Matt. xy. 
28). In hie remarks he contrasted this 
poor woman's great faith with Peter's 
little faith when be bej!'an to sink, and 
bis points were: (1) The woman had 
faith; (2) She bad great faitb; (:1) The 
Lord proved that her faith was real. 

At 6 o'olook a larl!'enumber of friends 
took tea in the eohoolroom, White Lion
etreet. 

At 6.16 the ohair was taken by 
J. Piggott, Esq., L.C.C., who wae 
supported by Mr. W. R. Fricker (trea
surer of Sunday-eohool), Mr. J. G. 
Maokeneie (secretary). pastors H. Dade
well, F. Fells, R. Matimer and our 
pastor (Mr. Edward Mitohell). 

After the openinl{ hymn, the ohair
man read 1 Sam. iii., whioh was fol
lowed by a very touohing prayer by onr 
pastor. 

The secretary gave us his exoellent 
report. The past year had been a most 
trying one in respect to the weather, 
but, notwithstanding that, the teachers 
were there to meot their little ones. 
The report went on to show that every
thing was done by way of trMtB in the 
summer and lantern servioee in the 
winter tJo brighten their young lives, 
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but the most important item was the 
annual meeting for prize distribution, 
held on Friday evenmg, January 22nd, 
when eo many of oar eoholare recited 
the Word of God, bein11 prompted by 
oar esteemed pastor, Thie was followed 
by_ a very suitable address by Mr. E. 
W1lmshuret on "The pencil," showing 
that the children resembled it in several 
points. 

At the close of Mr. W.'e remarks, 
Bibles, "Pilgrim's Progress," and many 
other beautiful volumes were presented 
~y the pastor, who added a cheery word 
ID each caee. 

Mr. W.R. Fricker gave the linanoial 
atatement, after whioh the chairman 
made a few remarks on I Sam. iii. 19, 
"~d Samuel grew." He hoped the 
oh1ldren would resemble him. He 
notioed in the report that some of the 
eoholare had joined the Church, but he 
hoped that twenty would join this year. 

Pastor H. Dadewell moved the adop
tion of report, and b&8ed hie remarks on 
Dent. xi. 18, 19. 

The report was seconded by pastor 
Fells, who spoke from two text!', one 
from th~ New _Testament, 1 John ii. 12, 
13, dealing with a group of children, 
young men and fathers, to whom 
the a_poetle wrote ; afcer which he 
turned to the Old Testament Pdalm 
oxlviii. 12, where a similar gr~ap was 
also called upon to praise the Lord. 

Pastor R. Mutimer spoke from Acts 
:uvii. 25, ·• For I believe God." Paul 
dared to be singular, so should we ; he 
mixed his faith with praotice, and God 
honoured the apostle's faith by giving 
him all on board. 

The ohairman being obli~ed to leave, 
oar pastor took his place, thanking him 
for his presence with us, and also 
thanking the friends for the oolleotions 
on SC1Dday and Tuesday. In connection 
with oar work we had much to be 
tha.11kfal for, but we had eome sorrows. 
Oar beloved brother, Mr. Da.vid Smith, 
deacon, had met witb. an accident, but 
he (the pastor) hoped that it was not 
very eerioue, ahhoagh it would be some 
time before he wae again with us. 

Brother Marsh was also unwell, but 
had sent hie eubjeot, "Art thou in 
health, my brother?" eo our pastor 
gave ue some very b.elpfnl thoughts 
from it. In his semi-humorous manner 
(oharaoteristio of him) he said the 
lunge, heart and masoles all needed to 
be sound il we were to be suooeHfnl in 
the Lord'd work, and applied it in a 
spiritual manner. He thanked the 
friends from oar sister Churches for 
cu111in11", after which the 111eeting closed 
with singing and prayer. Speoial hymn 
booklets w:ere_ provided for the oooasion, 
and the s1ng1ng refl.eoted much credit 
on the friends who had trained the 
children. Yours in the Lord'e service, 

D. BUTCHER. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S CONFERENCE. 

THE good number of young people at 
the conference held at Soho Baptist 
Chapel on Tuesday, February 9th, 
proved that an increasing interest is 
being taken in the noble work of send
ing the Gospel to India. 

Our beloved president (pastor E. 
Mitchell), who took the ohair, spoke 
very encouragingly, showing the neces
sity for young people to take an interest 
in. al~ Christian work, especially foreign 
m1es1onary efforts. 

The meeting opened with prayer, 
praise and reading ; the portion was 
Pea. lxvii, 

Brother A. J. Robbins, finance secre
tary, entreated God'e blessing on the 
oonferenoe. 

The subject of the papers was "A 
Mieeionary Spirit: A Soriptural Charao• 
teristio of Churoh Life." 

Miss Maria Laweon'e paper was read 
by brother F. T. W. Bartlet,t. Mount 
Zion, Hill-street. Here are a few een
tenoee gathered from it:-"A missionary 
spirit is the neoessary outcome of a 
truly spiritual Churoh, In the present 
day every einoeTe 0hri9tian must surely 
desire to follow the example set by the 
earlieet Christiam. Tbe a~e or the 
apostles was pre-eminently a missionary 
age. 'rhe first generation or Christia.ne 
did more to acoomplieh the evangelisa
tion of the aooeseible world than has 
a.ny suooeeding ~eneration. Taking Hie 
oommand, and the exa.mple given us by 
the early Christians, we must aoknow
ledge that a mis•ionary spirit is an 
essential of Churoh life. We must be 
emptied of self before we can be filled 
with the Spirit. We must present our 
bodieeJ.a livinl!' saorilioe, holy, aooepta.ble 
unto ttod, which ie our reasona.ble ser
vice. May we ea.oh sea.rob our~fllves to
night, and see if we have not de11,lt 
lightly with our Lord's comma.ad. Do 
we deny ourselves in any way tho.t we 
may forwa.rd our Ma.eter'e kingdom I 
Do we keep ourselves in touoh with the 
work being done abroad 1 Does mis
sionary work take a prominent plaoe in 
our private prayers'/ Let us not love in 
word, neither in tongue, b11t in deed 
and in truth. 'God eo loved ... that 
He gave Hie only begotten Son,' and 
eha.11 not this oause our hearts to re
spond?" 

The other paper was written and rea.d 
by Mr. Archibald Booth,our missiona.ry's 
brother. Perhaps a few extra.ate readers 
of the E. V. & G. H. would like to per
use. Our brother having mentioned in 
his paper the faot that our Churoh 
order is based on the 2nd chapter of 
Aote, said : -" Almost the ohief oharao
teristio of the chapter was that the 
Go,pel was preaohed to a multitude of 
mixed nationaltiee. Study the lives of 
the apoetlee, and you oanno~ fail to note 
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that they all pol!'!!eeeed a. missionary 
spirit. • 1 hey filled Jerusalem with 
their doctrine.' We a.s His di•ciples 
a.re ,vi thont a. wa.rra.nt for the lea.et 
indifference, _or rather, I should say, 
tha.t to be 10d1fferent is to be dis
obedient to the royal command, 'Go 
and _tea.eh a.II nations.' Freely ha.ve we 
received, bonnteons showers of blessings 
ha.ve been ours. Shall we, Strict s.nd 
Particular Baptists, who claim to be 
Scriptural, if nothing else-aha.II we be 
la.ckmg in onr service for Him, seeing 
that the Scriptures undeniably exhort 
us to carry the message of ea.I va.tion 
unto the ends of the earth 7 If we ba.ve 
never seriously thought of the question 
of missionary enterµrise befure, we 
must, I think, come to the conclusion 
that not only is a. missionary spirit a. 
Scriptnra.l cha.ra.cterietic of Chnrch life, 
bnt an absolute necessity to it. Young 
men, much of the responsibility of 
active missionary work rests with ns. 
Ha.ve you an open-air mission in con
nection with your Church 7 If not, see 
to it tha.t, by the help of God, you soon 
ha.ve one. Does the Church where you 
a.re a. member take no interest or only a. 
little interest in the Strict Ba.rtist 
Mission, strive to create a.n interest ; 
mention the claims of the heathen." 

Severa.I brethren took pa.rt in the 
discussion : Mr. Che.a. Turner a.nd Mr. 
Whitaker (Wood Green), Mr. ~loulee.nd 
Mr. Simpson (Soho), e. friend from 
Clapham Junction, Mr. F. T. W, Be.rt
lett (Mount Zion, Hill-street), e.nd Mr. 
A. J. Robbins (Brentford). 

The preoident so.id he hoped we a.11 
should remember a.nd ponder upon the 
many exc.,llent words expressed. 

A collection wa.s ta.ken to defre.y 
expenses. "All be.ii the power of Jean's 
no.me" e.nd e. few .,11,rnest petitions sent 
to the throne brought another he.llowed 
opportunity to e. clo~e. P. J.C. 

ACTON LANE STRIOT BAPTIST 
TABERNACLE, ACTON, W. 

NEW YEAB's meetings were held OD 
Tuesde.y, Je.nue.ry 19tn. Although the 
weather was unfe.voure.ble, 11, good 
number of fri~nds go.tbered in the 
11,fternoon to hea.r Mr. W. Jeyes Styles. 
He be.d selected for bis text Rom. xvi. 
l0, "Sa.lute Apelles, approved in Christ." 
In his introduction he remarked the.t no 
mention we.s me.de by th~ e.postle of 
anything the.t Apelles had done. Of 
Phc.ebe we read, •· She ha.th been a 
succourer of me.ny ; " of Priscille. e.nd 
Aquile. and Urbane, Pa.ul spee.ks as" my 
helpers in Christ Jesus." "Greet Me.ry," 
he so.ye,·• who bestowed muoh labour on 
ne ; " and of " the beloved Persia" we 
e.re told " she laboured much in the 
Lord." But of Apellee we learn simply 
that he was "approved in Chri•t." Not 
distinguished 11,s some for his e.cti v ity in 
the ea.use of Christ, he we.a yet known 

and esteemed by the e.postle e.e a. tried 
disciple. By deep e.ffliotion, or by some 
sore trio.I, or by the endure.nee ot great 
suffering for Christ's sa.ke, bis fe.ith a.nd 
obedienoe he.d been seiverely tested, e.nd 
be he.d stood the fiery trio.I-" e.pproved 
in Christ." Very enconr"ging were the 
words of the pree.cher to tnose who, like 
Apelles, ca.n te.ke no a.cti ve pa.rt in the 
service of Christ, their fe.mily cle.ims or 
domestic engagements demanding a.ll 
their time e.nd attention. These, ea.id 
the speaker, no less the.n the active 
workers, a.re esteemed by Christ, for 
these, too, a.re doing the will of God 
e.nd a.re "approved in Christ." -Fn-11 of 
instruction e.nd deeply interesting, the 
discourse wo.s much a.pprecie.ted. 

BeLween thirty e.nd forty friends sat 
down to the tea, e.fter which a. public 
meeting we.a held under the presidency 
of Mr. F. 'f. Newme.n, e. hearty and 
generous friend of the co.nee.· The 
meeting opened with Hyrnn 940 (Den
ha.m's), e.nd then brother H. Fowler 
we.s e.sked to enge.ge in prayer. The 
cba.irma.n followed with a. brief e.ddreee, 
in whioh he reminded us of our 
indebtedness to our God for the me.ny 
providential mercies, e.nd eepecie.lly for 
the e.boundings of Hie gre.oe towe.rde 
us in the yea.r po.at. He next req nested 
brother S. H. Brown to spee.k. Very 
profite.ble e.nd edifying were his remarks 
upon 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

Brother H. Da.dswell followed with 
e. most excellent a.nd thoughtful ad
dress on the latter po.rt of the 24th 
verse of the 20th chapter of Exodne. 

Brother A- Silvester we.s the next 
speaker, e.nd in earnest and telling 
words he enforced upon hie hee.rere 
the duty of we.tchfulneee a.nd stead
fastness in the fe.ith, be.sing hie 
exhorte.tion on 1 Oar. xvi. 13. 

Brother J. S. Vine.11 we.a the le.et 
to spee.k, e.nd ta.king for a. text the 
words in Heb. viii. 5, he, in very 
pre.ctice.l le.ngue.ge, insisted on the 
importance of our doctrine and our 
pra.otice being strictly in e.ccorde.nce 
with the pattern of God's Word, 

Gre.teful a.re we to our God for e. 
profite.ble meeting e. good da.y, and 
good colleotione. Very heartily could 
we join in singing the Doxology e.t the 
close. S. G. E. 

EBENEZER, PHILIP LANE, 
TOTTENHAM. 

THE cba.pel e.nniversa.ry services were 
held on Sunde.y, Janua.ry 24th, when 
pe.stor John P. Gibbens prea.ched in 
the morning from 1 Thess. v. 23, 
noticing the blessing prayed for, that 
is, tha.t they ma.y be sanctified, and 
the.t the blessing sa.nctilioa.tion may be 
in every pa.rt of the being, " whole 
spirit, soul and body,•· God must do 
it; but we still need preserving and 
keeping. 
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_In the evening pr.stor Bolden, of 
Limehouse, prer.ahed from 2 Tim. ii. 
19, referring to the spiritnr.l Bulwr.rk 
in the word nevertheless r.nd the 
Foundr.tion set before us, which 
str.ndeth Blll'e, r.lso the ser.l r.ttaohed 
thereto-the Lord's knowledge of those 
thr.t r.re His. 

On the following Wednesday. Jan. 27, 
pastor H. 'f. Chilvers, of lpswiob, 
preached in the r.ftemoon from tho 
text, "Until the dr.y bre .. k and the 
shr.dows flee r.wr.y," referring to Scrip
tural and other instances of night and 
dr.y breaks-the night implied and day 
r.ntiaipr.ted implied by the word until. 

The ahr.irmr.n, after referring to the 
bond of love between himself and the 
pastor, spoke of the need there we.a for 
the people to pray for the ministers. He 
also spoke of the min during the year 
a.a e. judgment of God upon the nation 
and tile need there was for the nation to 
seell to Him and His Word, 

Mr. Littleton read the report and 
IMIClOUDtB. 

.Mr. Holden spolle from 2 Cor. i. 4. 
The question might a.rise, "Why so 
muab tribulation for God's people I" It 
is to fulfil the Divine purpose. It is the 
mer.ns by whiab we receive importaut, 
needful, r.nd her.venly instruction. It is 
to teaoh us les•ons not otherwise 
learned. It is lest we should be exalted 
r.bove meuure. The Word is the souroa 
or oomfort. He comforts by manifest• 
ing Bis presence, by His faithfulness to 
His Word and by His Word. 

Mr. T. Jones ba~ed his remr.rks upon 
Isr.. !viii. 11 : The Lord llnows our 
path· Divine guidr.nce insured safe 
travehing ; r.mple provision is ma.de 
for our needs. 

Mr. Chilvers dea.J.t with the irreversi
bility of the Di vine bleesing, He hr.th 
blMt, &nd I or.nnot reverse it. The 
blessing oomes sometimes in disguise
it oomes aovereigoly and by way of the 
Cross. 

Our pastor &ddressed the friends from 
Rom. x-1·. 13, showing the souroe of 
blessing-the strer.ms and the means, 

On Tuesday, February 2nd, the annual 
prize distribution in oonneotion with 
the Bnndr.y-sohool took plaoe. The 
pastor presided, r.nd r.n r.ddress was 
given by Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong. At 
the evening meeting the ohr.pel was 
pa.eked. 

BLAKENHAM.-For a long time we 
hr.ve needed a new mu•iual instrumeut. 
Through the exenion• d many wdliol{ 
helpers this he.a now been obt .. med, .. n,t 
on February 3rd was first u•ed. The 
ohoir from Bethesda, lpawioh (under 
the leadership of Mr. llarrard) came 
over to help us. A sermon was preaobed 
by pastor B. T. Cbilver• from John vi. 
37, whioh was muoh enjoyed. Friends 
came from Ipswich, Stowmr.rket, 

Wetherden, Gosbeck, Stonham, and the 
villages round. Brother H. F. Moore 
heartily thanked all the friends who 
had aided us, the instrument being pa.id 
for and a small balance in band. We 
thank God and take coure.ge.-M. A. M. 

HOXNE.-The aonnal gathering tnok 
place on December 30th. 1903. After 
tea, at which • good number was pre
sent, a meeting of young and old was 
held, presided over by our pastor. 
Brother N. Budges engaged in prayer. 
Owing to the absence of the secretary 
through illness (which we deeply re
gretted), the _report was read by brother 
Budges. This showed the sobool was in 
a good position finaooially, there hr.d 
been an increase of •oholars, and there 
were two good adult Bible-olasse•. After 
the officer• had been eleoted, the pastor 
presented to Mr. Budges a purse of 
money as a token of appreciation of his 
services. A warm-hearted address from 
the president was followed with some 
earnest words from teachers and friend• . 
A vote of sympathy with our eeoretary 
having been p~ssed, the chairman olosed 
with prayer, On January 27th the 
members of the Cburob gathered to par
take of tea provided by our sister, Mr•. 
Buok, The weather and prevailing siok
ne•• prevented some from being !)resent. 
A;Cter tea the pastor, Mr, B. Look, pre
sided over a meatiog, whioh proved a 
season of rr freshiog, An instruoti ve 
addre,e was given by the chairman from 
the J:-13rd Pel\lm. On brother Marjoram 
rising to •peak a few word•, he pre
sented to the pastor, on behalf of the 
Churoh, a pur•e of money. Hearty 
words from friends followed. The 
ministry of our pa•tor bas been greatly 
blessed, and we rej oioe in the good noes 
of the Lord.-AN ATTENDANT. 

IPSWICH (ZOAB),-Our New Year's 
meetings were held on Wednesday, 
January 20th. A good congregation 
assembled in the afternoon, when a 
sermon was preached by pastor H. 'f. 
Chilvers, of Bethesda. Our esteemed 
brother kept his promise to us under a 
great sorrow, as only an hour or two 
before the time of service death had 
entered his family oirole and taken a 
dear ohild. But the Lord graoiously 
sustained and enabled him to sµeak 
with liberty, sweetness, aud power upon 
the marvellou• loviugkindnes~ of the 
Lurd (PHa, xvii. 7J. At the evening 
mect111g our i,a•tur µreoi<led, brother 
Gt .. ,gow i,r11,yed, and ad<lreHee• were 
giveu by brother RanHon, '' Thou 
kuowest the way that I t .. ke;" brother 
Ling, " ~ hen the d .. y break and the 
•hactows flee away;" brother lla,rdner, 
·• The pre•oing need or the Church to
day-outi,our1ng of the Holy Spirit."
H. BALDWIN. 
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Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
A FRIEND has generously offered to 
present a donation of :£210 upon con
dition that new annual subscriptions of 
7s., 10s. and 14~ .. amounting to a total of 
at least :£52 10.;,., are obtained at an 
early date. The committee would be 
grateful if every friend of the Society 
would aid them by securing a few such 
subscriptions. These small •urns are of 
the greatest value to the Institution, 
and provide an excellent means of 
interesting young people in the work. 

* • . 
With 1,700 pensioners and an annual 

pension expenditure of :£12,800, to,tether 
with :£1,800 a year on the Homes, 
additional help is urgently needed. 
Local claims multiply, yet it is hoped 
that the Society which, for nearly a 
century, has been enabled to carry out 
such a blessed and useful work will 
ever have, a warm place in the hearts of 
God's people, and thus receive an in
creasing means of support. . . . 

A subscriber writes:-" I have to tell 
yon that E. K. died on Sunday, so your 
Society"e kind help will not be needed 
any more. Your committee have been 
so good and kind to my old friend that 
I feel no words of mine can ade1nately 
express my deep gratitude, but shall 
al ways do all I can to interest others to 
support a Society that does such a 
splendid work." .. .. 

A pensioner, aged 65, writes:-" How 
can I thank my heavenly Father for 
the bountiful sum just received? Were 
it not for this blesrnd Society mnny of 
ne would be in the workhouse. It keeps 
a home over my head. I know not, in 
my weak state, what I ahould do with
out it." 

* • . 
On February 10th, the lady visitors 

entertained to tea in the ball of the 
Homsey Rise Asylum all the inmates 
who could leave their rooms, te& being 
sent to the siok and infirm. After a 
pleasant hour at the tea table an 
interesting lecture, illustrated by lime
light views. was given by Mr. Stanley 
Martin on ''The Tinker of Bedford, and 
the Book he wrote." With the advent 
of spring it is hoped that many friends 
will visit the Homes, when they will be 
heartily welcomed by the wardens. 

MRS. MARY ANN ALMOND, PONDERS 
END. 

Our beloved si~ter received the home
oall on January 17th, after having 

endured much suffering, the result of 
a paralytic stroke about two months 
previously. Her affliction was borne 
with fortitude and resignation. Many 
were the blessed testimonies ehe gave to 
the happiness and confidence she experi
enced in theglorioueand distinguishing 
dootrinee of grace, and from the faot of 
her Saviour's supporting presence being 
realised. Frequently she was heard 
imploring Jesus to fetch her away, and 
repeatedly was engaged in supplication 
on behalf of her nearest relations. Now 
and again painful fears and Satanic 
suggestions distressed her, but these 
dark seasons were followed by times of 
sunshine and asenranoe. The writer on 
one special occasion, when visiting her, 
inquired whether she wished to change 
the doctrines of truth she held. She 
responded with an emphatic "No I" 
and remarked, feelingly, "They are my 
ohief comfort and support." Asked 
about her standing in Christ, she re
plied, "He is my All, and in His 
righteousness alone I hope to be ac
cepted. Not an atom of my own merit 
or righteousness can I trust in, and in 
His precious blood I trust for pardon 
and peace." Our sister was in early 
life brought to the Lord, and became a 
member of the Church at Breach wood 
Green, Herts. When the cauee at Eden 
was first eetablisbed, our sister took a 
deep interest in the movement, and was 
one among the little band that formed 
tbe Churob, H~r remains were interred 
in tbe cemetery in Enfield High way, 
and on the following Sabbath evening 
a suitable and affecting discourse 
apposite to the occaeiou was delivered 
by the pastor from Rev. vii. 13. Our 
departed friend ha• left a husband, son 
and daughter to mourn their irreparable 
lose, and a eme.11 and an afflicted Church 
to grieve over their beree.vement like
wi,e.-PASTOR C. HEWITT. 

WILLIAM BARRETT. 
At Cbatterie, on Friday, Je.nuary 8th, 

there pa.seed away to be with Obrist, 
which is far better, William, the dearly 
beloved son of Mr. Burett. one of tbe 
dee.cons of Zion Baptist Chapel, Chat
teris. Re was but 24 yee.rs old at the 
time of his death, but his parents have 
the unspeakable joy of being assured 
that, though absent from the body, he 
is present with the Lord. He suffered 
from a ce.noer, but the Lord wa• gra
cioualy pleased to use the affliction to 
be the means of bis conversion, so that, 
realising hi• need or Christ, he wae led 
to trust in Him as his pereon11,l Saviour. 
He was brought to eeek the Lord from 
the very first day of taking to his bed, 
whioh was nearly twelve weeks before 
his decease. The first ray of lilfht oame 
throu11h his dear rather reading to him, 
"Comfort in Affliction," eomt" verses out 
or thia year's CheBr-ing Wurds Annital. 
He broke down, and he re11uested his 
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father to read them again, bot bis 
beloved parent was too overcome to read 
them right through the seoond time. On 
Christmas night, when his father was 
about to pray, he asked to pray first, 
and from that prayer it was known the 
Lord had led him into the light and 
liberty of the Gospel, He was not only 
saved himself, but he earnest prayed for 
the salvation of his dear ones, and it i.e 
our fervent prayer and hope that the 
faithlol words be was enabled to speak 
on his deathbed may be used by the Holy 
Spirit as the means of saving blessing 
to those who are left behind. Once, 
when spoken to about his suffering~, he 
replied," What are they compared with 
what the Master suffered I" About 
three mi.notes before be breathed his 
last upon earth, he said to hie sorrowing 
yet rej oici.og father, "I'm going," and 
then a radiance overspread bis 0000-
teoaooe, and, without a struggle, be was 
gone to be with the spirits of the j ost 
ma.de perfect before the throne. Truly 
bis end wa.e peace, both spiritually and 
pbysioally. On 811I1day evening, Jao.17, 
an apfropriate service was held in the 
obape , when the pa.etor was enabled to 
preach from Philip. i. 21, " For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain." The 
presence and help of the Lord was gra
ciously realised, and there was a very 
large oongregatioo present. May the 
God ol all grace add His blessing, and 
He shall have all the glory. Amen. 

MB. E. C.t.BTEB, 

ln the EilTEEN VmBSEL for Aoguat 
laet there i ■ a paragraph on Paa. l.x:xiii. 
26, by a Garden Labourer, in which he 
says," Oh! believing brother and sister, 
the body fails nod grow, weary and 
weak, but fear not, here is the Holy 
Spirit's witne•s, God Is the etrength of 
thy life nod thy portion for enr," That 
is the last message of the Garden 
Labourer, for he entered into rest on 
January 29th, ia bis 80tb year. The 
following interesting acconnt ia taken 
from the Pioneer Revi6w :-" Mr. Edwin 
Carter wa.e born on August 1st, 1824, at 
Batteraea, then e. country district. He 
wa.e tbe yonngoet ■on of Mr. and Mr1. 
J'obo Carter, and the family can be 
traced back for two or three hundred 
years. In his yoonir days be had some 
serious religious thoughts, and had even 
a 1trong desire to become a clergyman, 
but it was not until be became e.oqnainted 
with MiB& Steedman, who afterwards 
w111: for 10 mnoy years his true helpmeet, 
that he waa led to know the truth, and 
trust in Christ as bi1 Saviour, this happy 
result being brought about through her 
example and instrumentality. He was 
baptized, and joined the Strict Baptiet 
Church, Wandsworth, in 1868, and has 
continued enr ai.oce a member of the 

!lame church. The late Mr. Ball, the 
revered pastor, took great interest in him, 
lea.ding him to engage in service for the 
Master, and during many years be was 
a deacon, and for some years secretary 
of the Church, and his writings have 
frequently appeared in the Magazines of 
bis denomina1ioo." Hie beloved partner 
was taken from him in January, 1900, 
and some time afterwards our esteemed 
friend removed to Wandsworth Common. 
When bis health permitted he 
worshipped with us at Chatham-road, 
encl it wae the privilege of tho writer at 
times to visit him, and convene upon 
the things he loved sn well. On the 
28th January, our brother was taken ill, 
ao-i when we saw him on the 2!ltb, his 
mind was clear, his faith firm, and he 
wishe,! to depart, and as night came on 
he peacefully fell asleep. 
"The rl\ce is rnn, the toil is o'er, 

And pain and sorrow known no more." 
-J.E. F. 

JEHU CULLINGFORD. 

The Church at Salem Chapel, Croydon, 
have sustAined a severe lo•s by the pass
ing of the senior dencon, Mr. Jehu 
Cullingford, at tbe ripe nge of 76 years. 
He was nssocillted with tbe Church 
before the erection uf the prl'sent chapel 
in 1880, aacl throughout the m,my years 
of his connection has been its mninstRy, 
serviug the Cause with untiring zeal nofl 
devotion. He was rarely absent from 
the services, and for a long time pnst 
conducted the week-evening prayer• 
meetin~s and services. Mr. Cullingrord 
was born nt Hnveninghnm, Suffolk, in 
1827. His parents were stnunch Striot 
Baptists, nnd gave him a careful 
Christian trnining. At the o.ge of 18, 
the truth of the Gospel of Christ wu.s 
revealed to him, o.nd be I.J<cnmo a 
Sunday-school teacher, shortly u.fter
wards uniting in tellowship with the 
Strict Baptist Church a.t Lnxfleld, under 
the pastorate of Mr. Trotman. When at 
Malden, nbout thirty-threo ) ears ngo, 
Mr. Cullingford begnn t-:> preach, nnd 
remained on itinerant minister of 
Christ till within II few vears of his 
decease, serving very acceptnbly various 
Causes in Lhe dist,iots in "hich he 
resided, in EsEex, Hntfordshire, Middle
sex, and Surr.y. During the last eight 
years of bis life he was 111lltcted with 
heart trouble, this being the primnry 
cause of death. Just before Cbristmns 
he took a chill from which bronchial 
asthma was developed, ,md after 11, brief 
illness free from suffering he pas•ed 
peacefully into the "Open visioJJ. of 
God," on Wedne,dny, Jan. 13th. Those 
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who visited found him bright and cheer
ful, expressing bis readiness for the 
cban~e which be knew full well soon 
awaited him. At times fears and doubts 
as111iled him, but hi' appeared always to 
apprecia e the truths of God's unchang
inir word on which his fai b and hope 
resterl. HP constan1 ly reftrred to a hymn 
in Rippon's s, 1, ctinn, thP la~t 1wo lin~s 
of which were freque1,tly on bis lips:-

" My helpless soul I venture, 
On Jesus Christ alone." 

In the assurance of a full salvation 
through the merits and mediation of His 
Lord and Saviour, his ~piritentertd into 
"the rest which r~mainetb to the people 
of God." The interment took place on 
the ]lfondav following, at Croydon 
Cemetery, Mr. BPPcher, p•stor of Derby
road l'ha1>el, kindly officiating in the 
unavoidable ab~ence of Mr. Hughes, 
pastor of Salem Chapel. 

ELIZABETH MARY HONEYBALL 
fell a.sleep in Jesus on Monday, Jan. 4th. 
Our dear mother wae broul!'bt to 
love the Lord and publicly con fees her 
faith in Him in the year 1859. She was 
a. member of the Church of Christ, 
worshipping at Carmel, Pimlico, nearly 
forty-five veare. For some years she 
snffered much, yet bore all with 
patience. Failing health prevented 
her attending the means of grace as 
often as she would have liked, but there 
was always a longing for the ability to 
do so. Dnring the last two days of her 
life there was an intense deRire to 
depa.rt, her nnceasing prayer being that 
the Lord would take her to that sweet 
rest in heaven where she would see 
Him in whom her soul delighted. The 
portion, "Ariee, shine ; for thy light is 
come, and the l!'lory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee" (Isa. Ix. 1) was used 
by the Holy Spirit to lead her to the 
Lord of lire and glory in the early p•irt 
of her life, and these words were a great 
comfort to her in the dyinlf day. The 
oft-repeated utterances, " I shall soon 
see Him," "I have no hope bnt Him," 
"Let me be quiet and think or Him," 
"The best is yet to come," "All's well,' 
gave the sorrowing ones great comfort 11.t 
this tryinit season. Little did we think 
a week before, when askinit her family 
on tbe Lord's-day to sing the hymn 
containing the words, 

"A few more rolling suns at most 
Will lond me anfeon Canaan's canst." 

that so soon she would be safe landed 
home on C:i.naan's happy shore. Truly 
with her it was light at eventide. Her 
remains were laid to rest at Nunhead 
Cemetery, on .Tenuary 9th, to await the 
resurrec, ir•n morn, lea.ving a. huRband 
and family to mourn her lo••• but ea.oh 
of them with a boi,e some aa.y to ~~e 
their loved one again. A memorio.l 
sermon was preached by pa.star A, E. 

Brown on Sunda.y evening, January 
1904.-W. H. H. 

GEORGE KNOTT, DOVER. 
We as a Church at Queen-street again 

ba.ve been visited by death. Our brother 
Knott wa.s very much loved by the 
Church and conj?regation, and, while 
life la,ted, tenaciously held to free and 
sove, eiirn gr&CP. Hrs hope was fixed 
alone on Je,us Chri,t. He was born a.t 
South Foreland Lighthouse, near Dover, 
and after forty-three years of faithful 
service as lighthouee keeper in many 
parts of England, he retired, and came 
to live at Dover. Our dear brother and 
his wife were baptized at the Old Pent
side Chapel by the late G. Webb, and he 
wa.s subs£quently chosen deacon and 
Church RPCretRry, both of whioh offices 
he well filled. On Jan. 27he passed away 
peacefall y to hi• eternal rest, at the age 
of 75 years. Our dear sister Knott and a 
family of eleven are left to mourn 
the loss or a good husband and a most 
tender and loving father. His mortal 
remains were interred at St. Ja.mes's 
CPmetery on February 1st, our pastor 
(D. Witton) officiating at the services, 
pastor W. Holyoak, of Salem, engaging 
in prayer. On February 7th our pastor 
preached a very solemn sermon from 
the worde, "Ble•sed are the dead that 
die in the Lord" (Rev. xiv. 13). We, 
as a Church, feel the loss very much 
as our brother was a strong pillar a.nd 
a man of God. May the dear Lord 
bring others to fill the vucant pl&ces, 
and to increase and bleee this oause of 
truth. Reet, brother, rest till we shall 
meet again, ie the earnest prayer of 
your brother deacon-R. J. HUGHES. 

MRB, ELEANOR SBOOBERT, 
aged 72, was gathered into the fold above 
on Jan. llth, 1904, after a long and pain
ful illness. She was the daughter of 
Mr. Bracher, an ·old Strict Baptist 
mini•ter, a verl acceptable preacher in 
the first half o the last oentnry. She 
was baptized by pastor J. S. Anrlerson, 
and joined the Church nt "Zion," New 
Oross, in 1874, so nearly completed a 
thirty years' membership with the 
Church. She was favoured to eee the 
whole of her family, consisting of three 
sons and four daughter,, called by graoe. 
and walking worthily in the ways of 
God. Her remo.ine were interred in 
Lewisham Cemetery, Mr. T. G. C. Arm
strong conducting the funeral service. 

MR. TIIOIIIAS LAWSON. 
On the ,Jt.h Februnry. Mr. Thoma.a Lo.wson 

po.s•ed nwny peocefully at ten o'clock n.m. 
He hn,d been p1tstor at Providence Chnpel 
(C,llvinistic Independent). thirty-four years. 
He wn.H n. vigorous opponl•Dt of Romu.ni~m 
nnd Uitunlrsm. nnd wns widoly known, 
being Eel it or of the Uospl'/ E,·ha, nnd taking 
o. dcc-p lntoreHt in tbo work of the Cnlvinistio 
l'rote•tn.nt Union since its ,·omm,·n,·oment. 
Fnilin~ hrnlth lrn<I prev,•n1ed him from 
11,king 1ho duties of the pastoruw reirularly 
for somo timo. Almost bi• la.st word• were, 
" Full of praise," a.ad· to a Iriond, ·• The Lord 
sh111l tlgbt for you." 



THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 
BY CHARLES HILL. 

"For I e.m not a.she.mad of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
unto se.lve.~ion to every one the.t believeth" (Rom. i. 16).• 

WE often speak of "great men," though the world has really known 
but two-Adam and Christ. 

" The works of the Lord -are great, ' and man was His greatest work. 
He was made upright. His mind could perceive and apprehend the 
wonders of creation. He was the mooarch and master of all he snrveyed. 
Dumb creatur,s owned him as their Lord, and he named each, grasping 
at a glance its nature and properties. Morally perfect, he had no taint 
,,f evil in his heart, and was free from all consciousness of sin or shame. 
He could think of his Maker without fear; revel in His goodness, and 
welcome His evening visits, and converse with Him with unbounded joy. 
He fell, and so dwarfed himself that never afterwards did he say a 1ronl 
or do a thing deemed worthy of record in the sacred p1ige. 

The last Adam, how great was He I His physical frame had none 
of the infirmities and evils which sin entails. So capacious was His 
mind that it could contain all the counsel of God. "He was holy, harm
less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher tlrnn the hetivem1." 
He ever did what pleased God, and His every step accorded with the 
music of the skies. Other beings approached God with hushed voices 
and closed eyes. He" lifted up His eyes" and looked unabashed tow11rds 
and through the ocean of the upper azure, when He offered His grett· e8t 
rec')rded pmyer. He never hesitated ; never retraced a step ; never did 
what hnd to be undone. His life was one grand progress to the point l:l 
hr.d in view, ere Time began, and to reach which was His grncions busi
ness here. In the isolation of His greatness, He stands 11lone 11nd 
supreme. 

There have, however, been comparatively great men, who rise a.hove 
their fellows, as the oak above the bramble, or the snow-cla.d mountain 
towers above its adjacent hills. Of these two are pre-eminent, Moses, 
and Paul, to whom our attention is here cl~imed. 

He was great in every way. He was great when a s-innor, and 
splendid in the enormity of his guilt. Some men are such sneaks and 
cowards that they dare not be as wicked as they wish ; •· letting-, ' I dnrc 
not ; ' wait upon, 'I would.'" Not so Saul of Tarsus. " He hrel\thed 
out threatenings ::.nd slaughter against the disciples of the Lord.'' No 
wolf could thirst for blood more eagerly. He was great in his de1:ision 

• This text we.soften ohosen by the pree.oher, who treated It differently on 
different ooce.sions; e.t times dile.ting more fully on the relation of tho Gospel 
to Christ e.nd to God, and e.t others, on its reception by favoured sinners. Tho 
a.hove is of the former ohe.re.cter. Its delivery must he.ve occupied oonsidere.bly 
more the.n e.n hour, e.nd to compress e.nd oondense it, he.a proved no light task. 
-JOHN HOPEFUL. 

VoL. LX. APRIL, 1904. H 
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and determination for Christ when arrested, and saved. As soon as he· 
was brought into the valley of decision, and knew bis Master's will, he· 
did it with large-hearted loyalty. He was '' not disobedient to tlie 
heavenly ,ision;" he'' conferred not with flesh and blood." Be was. 
great mentally. God is always wise in the selection of His agents, and 
He saw that this profound thinker had unique capacity to be the first 
recipient, and foremost preacher, of the mystery of Christ and His 
Church. Apart from their inspiration, his writings are, as all admit, 
masterpieces of the highest genius. He was great morally, in his un
dying adherence to the cause he loved ; great in his hatred to evil, and 
meanness. and great in his tenderness, for, when reflecting on the enemies. 
of the cross of Christ, whose "end was destruction," he did so "even 
weeping," nor shrank he to tell of the tears he shed. 

He was a man wlw couh? be ashamed. Many appear incapable of 
this, some e,en who profess religion. They act disgracefully, play the· 
shabbiest tricks, do what decent devils might blush to admit, and, if de
tected, equivocate, wriggle and twist, confess, and deny in a breath, but. 
never concede that they have been wrong. Though convicted of the 
dirtiest conduct, they strut in the garb of innocence and the fair cloak 
of virtue, whimpering and whining about their wrongs, and pleading 
justification for what worldly men would repudiate with scorn, and lost to 
all senEe of infamy, lie on till death silences their shameless tongues 
for ever . 

.Again, he adhered, without shame, to the Gospel of Christ. This, in 
his day, was far differently regarded to what it is now. Jesus stood for· 
the name of a wild fanatic, who had oppornd religion ; madly sought by 
futile means to exalt Himself to temporal po\'l'er, and bad heen righteously 
pnt to death as an enemy to God and man. No cause was then so con
temptible as Christianity. Its Founder was a characl er universally 
scouted. The cross was not a bauble to hang on beauty's bosom, but a 
hideous gallows, or gibbet, horrible, hateful, and evoking shuddering 
scorn. That honour and immortality could depend on the Judean 
Imposter was scandal to the devout ,Jew-folly to the refined Greek. 
This puts Paul's words into buld relief. How g-reat their moral audacity! 
He took all facts into full accounr, but was "not ashamed of the 
Gospel." 

Many now are aware that religion is true, b11t dare not avow it, as 
none ever do, till rrrace removes the cowardice of Bill from their er,nen 
hearts. Some, ag~in, are asha1U'1d of the Gospel in its full-orbed glory, 
and obsc□ re and tone down the truth, to make it lei;s offensive and more 
populnr, and palatable, to the unrenewed mind. Paul retained it ns
God had revealed it ; be want('d it ere he k11ew it; welcomed it when 
be receirnd it-every word of it. It met the mysterious and manifold 
craviogs of his great heart-nor was he ashamed to be its foremost con· 
frssor and champion. 

His words are 11ot only a negative a~sertion, but a positi\'e nvownl ;. 
expresRing that be revelled and gloried in God's message of mercy and 
pea<"e. 

In passing, note a di1,tinetio11 between the Gospel of Chris/ and the 
power of God. Its theme 1111(] subject, is Clirist; its u11i1111e eommen
datio11 is, that it is given, appointed, an<l employed by God ns His poll'f/' 

to effect the sal l'ntion of those that believe. Thus, firstly-
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l.-THE GOSPEL OF CIB:RIST CL.A.IMS COXSIDERATION. 

To tliis distinctively Paul here refers. There are others. Nature has 
a Gospel. Her great Creator's "eternal power and Godhead " are to be 
clearly sern and understood " by the things that are made." The 
heavens declare His glory, the firmam 0 nt showeth His handiwork:.'' The 
circling year is vocal of Him ; the seasons in their onward course, like 
four Evangelists, proclaim aloud His covenant-keeping faithfulness, and 
reiterate, age after age, that though m1::n have revolted from Him, He 
has not abandoned them, but regards them with constant and a~siduous 
care. "Nature, with open volume stands, to !!pread l.er Maker's prai8e 
abroad." 

Providence is a Gospel, proclaiming the ever and over-ruling God, 

'' He that must stoop to view the skies, 
And bow to see what angels do; 

Down to our earth He casts His eyes, 
And bends His footsteps downwards too." 

Neither Nature nor Providence, however, can help any whose cry is 
" What must I do to be saved ? " They give no revelation of mercy. 
they present no Saviour on whom a sinner may trust. This, the Gospel 
of Christ does; telling him Who and what will save him from degredation 
and despair, and raise him to joy and glory. 

The word Gospel means" good news, or glad tidings." Nothing is 
revealed concerning Jesus Christ that is not of this nature. It is desir
able that all men should know much about Him. ~uch information 
should be extended to tvery creature. None can be injured by it. The 
phrase "a gospel-hardened sinner" is utterly misleading. 11 The deceit
fulness of sin" is said to harden.the heart, but never is the truth of the 
Bible. A partial, or perverted Gospel indeed may, but it is ii slander 011 

the Christ of God that any accurate statement concerning His person, 
character, and work, can do harm. The faithful saying is "worthy of all 
acceptation." Supremely useful to the believing sinner; its unre~erved 
proclamation is beneficial to all. 

The Gospel tells of Christ m the far past. The light of Revelation dis
closes !\period long antecedent to this world's history, nnd looking back 
11s for as we ran, we behold, looming large in the realms of celestial 
glory, the i.,rreat figure of the augnst Ohriet of God. We see Him in the 
bosom of the F11ther, and daily His delights. We view Him nnticipating
with eagerness His sojourn in the yet uncreated earth, and nccopting the 
charge and responsibility of each one whose name is writton wit11 nnf11ding 
ink in the book that bears His name. We hear the Judah pledgo 
enunciated in those halls of light. "I will be surer.y for him ; of my 
hand shalt thou require him ; if I bring him not unto thee let me boar 
the blame for ever.'' 

It is the Gospel of Christ before His advent here. From the begin
ning, there was a Christ tn sustain hnd exhibit the glory of God, and from 
the creation His interest in mankind was active and great. "His goingR 
forth were of old." At times He paid our world transcient visits, g1tthering 
from its dnst a bodv that He might be seen and heard ; nnd laying it 
aside ere He reG□ rn~<l. Many glimpses of His ancient glory are thus 
afforded; and once, when the inutility of the Levitical sacrifices to purge 
and pacify the conscience appeared, we hear His great voice ringing clear 
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from the holy place, •· Lo, I come: as in the volume of the book it is 
written of Me, to do Thy will." 

It is the Gospel of Christ in our nature, the glad tidings that "God 
was manifest in the flesh." He had before appeared by the 
transcient assumption of "a body like our own." This He did finally, 
and for ever by incarnation, and thus united Himself with humanity, 
becoming a Deity in dust, God in our nature, and favoured men "be
held His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth." 

It is the Gospel of Christ as we have the record of His life on earth. 
Every word of the Evangelists is good news. Bethlehem and Bethany, 
Galilee and Gadara, Jericho and Jerusalem, Nazareth and Nain, all 
witnessed obedience so perfect, meekness so sublime, mercy so transcen
dent, j?randeur so splendid, power so glorious, and love so perfect, that 
others tlian cliildren sing :-

" I think when I read that sweet story of old, 
When Jesus was here among men; 

How He called little children like lambs to His fold, 
I should like to have been with Him then." 

It is the Gospel of Christ crucffi,ed. All tile rest would be of no use 
to sinners, but for this to which Paul ever ~ives such prominence and 
pre-eminence, as essential to the forms of knowledge and faith which 
accompany salvation. The curse-clad cross, the writhing, agonising 
victim, the blood tliat gushed from the gaping wounds of Him that was 
at once the mighty God and the murdered man ; the sacrifice offered, 
the atonement made, the ransom effected, these formed the subject of the 
Gospel that the Apostle loved. " God forbid that I should glory save in 
the cross of Jesus Christ." "I determined to know nothing among you 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucifiei." 

It is the Gospel of Christ risen, ascended, and re-invested with His 
pristine glory in heaven. " One Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul 
affirmed to be alive," embodies his testimony. "It is Christ that died, 
yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us." This he deemed tidings glad enough 
to evode all the fervour of his heart. A living Priest, whose offering 
had eternal efficacy ; a living Advocate, whose pleas would never fail ; 
a living Shepherd to lead the blood-bought flock safely along; a living 
Friend, near and dear, in whom all confidence might be safely reposed; 
a living King, whose sway none can dispute ; a living Head from whom 
grace unceasingly flows ; a living Christ, in the blazJ of heaven's 
undimned and all-searching light, yet regarding His people in this dark 
world with love's untiring solicitude and vigilance, was the fact, the 
object, the substance, the LIFE of the grand Gospel in which this great 
man glorified. 

It is the Gospel of Christ in the future, pledged, not only to be our 
Guardian and Guide all our days, but 10 visit our dying beds; induct us 
to heaven, and introduce us to our prepared home ; and finally to claim 
our ransomed dust, ,md evoke the conqueror's song from all He lo\·es :
" 0 death, where-where-WHERE-is thy s,ing? 0 gruve, where is 
thy victory?" 

I cease to wonder at many things which once surprised me ; but I 
wonder still that ministers with a Gospel so sublime to proclaim, should 
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fritter away their energies by preaching on other themes. Thank Gori, 
I have found in the Ge,spel of Christ all the material and matter 
have needed. 

11.-PAUL's ESTIMATE OF THI<: GOSPEL OF CHRIST was based on the 
fact that it was a power-which is the ultimate test of the worth of all 
persons and principles. Pomp and pretension may hold their own for a 
time, but, sooner or later, people enquire, "What good they are," and, 
"What they have really effected." Paul would have despised a religions 
system which proved a failure. This, however, was a gre,t, glorious, 
and ever-growing success ; and, though it was the creed of a '· sect 
everywhere spoken against," he was "not ashamed " of it. 

Note, that the Gospel is an instrumental, not an ~tficient power ; 
able to "make IIW3n wise unto salvation," not to saYe them. In spite of 
the vainglorious ta.lk of many, it never saved a soul. and never will. 
"Power belongeth unto God," by ,. whose grace are ye sa,·ed." The 
Father's love; the Son's merit and blood; and the Spirit's energy. mnst 
combine and co-operate before consciences can quiver with true con
viction, or cries for mercy rise from sinners' lips and hearts. 

The Christian ministry has its province ; the Gospel its purpose, but 
these differ from what is often alleged. We henr of "soul-saving 
truth ; " and mea almost claim the ability tu effect human renovation 
by their earnest preaching. It's a delusion. It takes more than 11 

Revivalist's appeal or a :Moody-Sankey song to disp ,ssess the devil an 1 
instate .Jesus Christ into a sinner's heart. 

The Gospel is a power because i~ meets the mos/ m·_11enl of our possible 
needs. God provides for all His creatu,es; and ns with the vegetable 
kingdom, animated nature, aml man, with his vn • ied wants. there is 
that which miui-ters to tile requirements of the form of life which each 
exemplifies: so the cra"Vings which gmce Ol'iµinutes, gra,:e will meet aml 
satisfy. Nothing beneath the sun can effect this. Earth's waters will 
not qut'nch the thirst of the heaven-born soul. One power only cnn 
give the guilt-laden conscience relea•e and rest : -

" Josus, the ~ame to sinners dear, the No.me to sinners given, 
It soa&ters o.11 their guilty fear, and turns their hell to heaven." 

The Gospel thus is the power of God as it bec·Hnes, through the 
Spirit, 11 revel11lio11 of Christ. who is " the wisdom of God nnd the power 
of God." The result of Divine operation is to work into the hearts of 
sinners the want of the ~aviour. They may know nothing ubout Jesus, 
and be wholly ignorant of His cham:·ter, claims. and sovereign power to 
save ; but once so affected, they forthwith begin to seek II im with nil 
the heart. The Gospel in due course presents its Christ to their minds 
-a living-, loving, accessible Person, who is " able to save to the utter
most all that cume to Him," and 

"Souls enlightened from above, with joy reooive the Word; 
They see what ,dsdom, power, and love, shine In thoir dying Lord." 

The Gospel is a power, because of the equity of the s1;slun of mercy 
it makes known. ·• Therein is the r~qhteousncss of God revealed._" 
Nothing is really strong which has not the right for its ba-is._ This 
God's salvation has; and hence, it so glorifies iis ,\.uthor, and chums our 
praise. An unrighteous salva~ion, proceeding from con..:cssion_ 1rnd con!• 
promise, the snbor lination of His authority or the subversion of His 
law, would have been uaworthy of Him, and Paul would have been 
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ashamed of a Gospel which proclaimed it. The cross. however, vindi
cates His holy character. He displa~s the crucified Christ, and the 
Gospel cries, " He is a just God and a :,":aviour ''-" just, yet the Justifier 
of every one that believeth in Jesus." 

" The righteousness of God " thus revealed, also renders the Gospel 
satisfactory to the conscience, or our moral sense of right. Paul would 
never ha,e dP-eired to enter heaven oa the ground of a patched-up 
peace; nor should I. If I am to be happy in Emmanuel's Land, I must 
have a right to be there, and a name as fair as that of Gabriel himself. 
All that believe are therefore promised that, as one by one they are called 
her,ce, the word will go forth : '· Open ye the gates, that the righteons 
nation which keepeth the truth may enter in." Ashamed of a Gospel 
which proclaims and performs such wonders ? Never. 

" What if we trace the globe around, and search from Brite.i.n to J ape.n, 
There shall be no religi.on found, so just to God, so safe for man." 

It is a power unto salvation, when God in His sovereignty so employs 
it. Scores may hear the same sermon and be unaffected ; while one 
favoured sinner is singled out, and warned and won by the Word, falls 
at the Saviour's feet. Only in the "day of power" is the power of the 
Gospel felt and confessed. 

It is the only power which He owns and sanctions to effect the 
supreme purposes of His everlasting love. All agencies and instrumen
talities ~re at His command; and He can use any at His pleasure. One, 
and but one rower, however, does He thus employ to make His grace 
known, evoke the action of faith, 3nd reu the wrecks of broken hearts 
into temples for His own residence and reign. 

Its power is the power of love-the supreme power of the universe. 
Weak things can destroy: God only can save; and He saves by this, 
so that sinners confess-

" Age.inst Thy terrors long I strove, but who can stand age.inst Thy love? 
It conquers even me.'' 

If our service is to be successful we must work on God's lines, 
follow His methods, and display His Christ. Love more ancient than 
the stars of light ; love perEonified in His dear Son ; love exemplified 
in the life of Jesus; love streaming in blood warm from His great 
breaking heart ; love voicing it;i sovereign will in )Oil world of light ; 
love saving, succourin'?, soothing, solacing-love unbegmning, and 
never endin~-such is the substance of the message which is God's 
power to s~ve all that believe ; accomplish the number of His elect, and 
gather His sons into the Home of song above. 

Gooo NATURED PEOPLl!:.-The observation of many years has led 
me to entertain but scant respect for mere human good nature in con
nection with religion. I have known naturally kindly pwple fail terribly 
when decision for the truth w&s demanded, and act with real cruelty, in 
a time of crisis, towards those who wtre justly entitled to moral support. 
Give me the man who has grace enough to be disagreeable to specious 
sycophants and opportunists, and who will d~re to act on God's 
principles though curs yelp, and the seed of the serpent hiss. '' The 
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, and easy to be 
entreated."-W. J. S. 
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SPIRTUALITY, UNITY, CONCORD. 
An Address given at the Annual Meeting of the Jl.A.S.B.C., 

BY PASTOR EDWIN WHITE. 

BRETHREN,-! thank you for the honour yon have once more 
conferred upon me in calling me to this position as your President. 

May thiB year of office prove one of great spiritual blessing and increase 
in all our Churches. iB our earnest prayer. We wait with expec~a.nt 
hearts before our Father's throne for the outpouriug of His Divine 
favour, and I feel sure we shall not we.it in vain. The record of His past 
•blessings given encourage us, our deep, pressing needs compel us to cry 
mightily unto Him for help now. The times in which we live are 
,serious, our responsibilities are great, our position as Churches of Jesus 
Christ is solemn. We are endeavouring to maintain His truth inviolate 
as He delivered it to us, His ordinances Scripturally observed as He ho.s 
-commiBsioned us; but while we strenuously keep to the form of sound 
doctrine, we a.re anxious lest we lose the power of the same. Thus, 
feeling the importance of this as vital to our Christian life and spiritual 
vigour, permit me at the present time to address you from the sacred 
words of Holy Writ contained in the fourth chapter of Paul's letter to 
the Church at Ephesus, and the third vtm,e, "Endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace," laying special stres~ upon 
the three char11cr.eristic ideas in the text-viz., spirituality, unity, 
concord. 

SPIRITUALITY, 

1. We need a spiritual understanding of the Word of God. "Now 
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth. but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things 
with spirituul. But the nature.I man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
t,bem, because they a.re spiritually discerned." It is the absolute need 
of the Spirit's teaching we contend for, and that the Bible can only be 
understood by spiritually-minded men. Its inner, precious, invaluable 
meaning is only revealed to those who a.re taught of God, those who bow 
with the deepest, profoundest reverence before God, with the intPnse, fer
vent supplication welling up from their hearts, " Open Thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law .• , 'l'o such will be 
mode known visions of God; the deep things of God will be revealed; they 
will "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesua Christ." Such will not be led into error of doctrme or practice; 
they will live so near to God, be guided by His counsel, that they will 
know the secrets of HiB will. "The eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints." Taught 
of the Spirit, the Word will be the truth to us, which will make us free. 
We she.II not be assailed with doubts respecting its credibility and its 
Divine inspiration. "Ma.dam," said a.n infidel to a. lady of culture, " I 
.am surprised that you should believe in the Bible I " Her reply was, 
~• Sir, I know its Author too well to doubt His Word." This is what 
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we desire-a closer, a more intimate acquaintance with the Spirit, then 
shall we better understand the Word which He has divinely inspired. 

2. That we may have a spiritual conception of the nature of Christ'.~ 
Church. Men have not learned yet, not even in this twentieth century, 
the meaning of Christ's words to Pilate : •• My kingdom is not of this. 
world; if My kingdom were of this world. then would My servants fight, 
that I should not be delivered to the ,Jews; but now is My kingdom not 
from hence." Men have sought to ally His Church with the State, and 
make lP-ws which are oppo~ed to His spiritual government, for His 
Church's guidance and control ; but we will not, cannot, brook such 
interferecce with our spiritual liberties, we cannot wear the fetters of 
State in things which are spiritual, even though those fetters were 
golden. Having put the "\Vord of God first as the guide of our under
standings and of our heart~, we make it also the guide of our consciences, 
in all matters pertaining to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. A 
spiritual Church, composed of spiritual men and women, must have 
spiritual laws alone for its guidance. Statesmen and clerics may sneer 
at the Nonconformist conscience, b11t they have found in the past, both in 
England and Scotland, that it has proved a mighty factor to be reckoned 
with when it is aroused, and they will again if ~hey trample upon the 
rights of conscience. '' Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty." 

" Let Cresar's due be ever paid 
To Crese.r and his 1 hrone ; 

But consciences e.nd souls were made 
To be the Lord's alone." 

3. We need more spiritual experience in our enjoyments. We entered 
into rest when we were ltd by the Spirit to put our trust in Christ, 
Henceforth our legal bondage ceased ; we became Christ's free men. 
living in abiding fellowship with Him. Rtsting on His finished work, 
we have found peace through the blood of His Cro6s; joy umipe akable 
and full of glory then thrilled with ravishing delight our soul. These 
spiritual experiences ne precious, they are a part of heaven possessed. 
We must clierish them, and pray that they may be increased in us. 
"Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost." A 
meagre experience of these things means a weakness of faith and a great 
leanness of soul. Instead of "seeking the things which are above," we 
cling to the earth, and are filled with its dail.v cares and burdens more 
than we should be. We lose sight of our Lord and His glory. We need 
that the i-;pirit should take and show unto us things to come. '" He shall 
glorify me : for He shall receive of Mine, and shall shew it unto you."· 
After tue day of Pentecost we hear nothing from the apostles of those 
ambitions to have the highest place in the kingdom. Those cloven 
tongue~ of fire which rested ui;on them consumed all their cravings for 
earthly places and worldly power. Their dignities, riches, and pleasures 
were now of a hightr kind; their joy was now found in serving and 
suffering for their Lord. They now had a kingdom within them, '' For 
the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." Oh, for more of this spiritual-
111indedness in our Churches ! We should not then have to complain of 
so much deadness and dearth amongst us. " For to be carnally-minded 
is death; but to be spiritually-minded is life and peace." The Spirit 
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will sanctify to us oar trials and temptations, so that what we suffer will 
be borne with fortitude, knowing that these things are for oar good. 
"And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribu
lation worketh patience ; and patience experience, aod experience hope ; 
and hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is ehed abroad 
in our hearti by the Holy Ghost which is given onto us." 

4. Spiritual appropriation of our privileges. We are the children of 
God. To this the Spirit bears witness in our hearts. Let as with 
humble confidence claim all that is ours as the sons of God. "The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our s~irit, that we are the children of 
God; and if children, theu heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ." Here is a large, fair inheritance spread before as; let us enter 
in and take possession. All the unsearchable riches of Christ are ours, 
all that belongs to our Lord by native right, all that His toil and passion 
has procured. We have access to them all even now. " Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God bath prepared for them that love Him; but God bath 
revealed tbem unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God." We have now the privilege of drawing 
near to our God through Christ by the Spirit and asking for whatsoever 
we need from our rich Father's estate, and though He gives unto us 
largely even now, this is but an earnest of more to follow. " In whom, 
also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inherita:11ce until the redemption of tbP. pur
chased possession, onto the praise of His glory." May the Holy Spirit 
give unto us an enlarged vision of the glorious things we possess in 
Christ-, their value, their eternnl and durable character, the sure tenure 
upon which we hold them, even by "a covenant which is ordered in 
all things and sure." 

5. Spiritual dB'J)ortment in our conduct. The Spirit came upon 
Jesus in the form of a dove, leaching us that His characteristics ore 
gentleness, meekness, tenderness. We are, as Strict Baptists, proud, 
and rightly so, of oar great plainness of speech ; but may that not 
sometimes degenerate into rudeness? And what we have called 
faithfulness in spet1.king has been rather insult. How often, I fear, our 
spirit manifested has done more harm than our words have done good. 
Sensitive souls have been deeply wounded and sometimes driven away 
from our ohe.pels by the harsh treatment they have received. " The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsaffer1ng, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance: age.inst such there is no law." Graoe 
reigning in the heart, the Spirit's work upon the soul, has 11 refining 
influence upon the whole of our conduct. The gracious Spirit dweliing 
in Ill! 1will make us gracious too. Pride 1.1,nd a haughty manner ill 
become Lhe followers of a meek and lowly Saviour. When Paul would 
urge an important matter upon the Corinthian Church, he wrute, " Now 
I, Paul, myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ." 
How much real talent is lost often LO the Church, because of the spirit 
of those who po8Se8s it. They have gifts for great usefulness, but 
the spirit that they are of mars it all. They will do nothing if they 
cannot have their own way; so ready to take off,:mce if they conceive 
there is the least slight shown them; so irreconcilable if they have 
been offended. How such conduct must " grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 

I 
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whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption." When such an 
unholy spirit leads members to absent themselves: from prayer-meetings, 
how sad it is indeed, how it hioders the pa.stor and the Church in their 
holy eoterprises and weakens the whole body. 

6. Spiritual equipment for servwe. In every department of Uhristian 
work we need the anointing of the Holy Spirit; the disciples were to 
tarry at Jerusalem until endued with power from on high. Our Lord 
opened His commission at Nazareth with the ever memorable words, 
" The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to 
preach the gospel of the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bound, to preach the acceptable 
year of tbe Lord." The felt need of the Spirit's aid will make us very 
prayerful imd dependant. It will keep us from trusting in our own 
abilities or efforts for success. " And my speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power; that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God." It is the Spirit who alone can open up 
to us the meaning of the Word, saturate us with its di,ine unction and 
power, prepare hearts to receive it; 'tie for us to prophesy, but the 
breath of Heaven must breathe upon the dead bones ere they can live, 
and that breath must breathe on us first, if we are to be useful in win
ning souls, and the same Spirit needed by tbe preacher is needll(l by the 
Sunday-school teacher, by the leader of the prayer-meeting, the conductor 
of the Bible-class, the sick visitor, the deacon, or in whatever service we 
may undertake in the cause of God. We shall soon find out our need of 
the Spirit's aid if our work is to be successful, that it ie "Not by might, 
nor by power, but by My Spirit, sai~h the. Lord of hosts." 

( To be continued. 

',' ================== 
PRAISING. 

" Whoso oflereth praise glorifieth Me" (Psalm 1. 23). 

MABTEB, I would praise Thee, 
Kind Almighty Friend; 

Tune my very life, Lord, 
That its songs me.y blend 

In that glad, sweet chorus, 
Which doth ceaseless rise, 

To Thy Ne.me so worthy, 
From the earth a.nd skies. 

'Tis my heart's beet longing 
To extol Thee more ; 

Proving a.II my lifetime 
That I Thee adore. 

Praising Thee e.t a.II times, 
Not in word a.lone, 

But in deed e.nd purpose, 
Make Thy glories known. 

Praise Thee for Thy goodness, 
For Thy wondrous grace, 

For its kind revee.linge 
In the Saviour's face. 

Pre.iee Thee for the tokens, 
Of Thy bounteous love, 

For Thy ceaseless favours, 
Flowing from above. 

Praise Thee for the kindness 
Of Thy gre.oioue ea.re ; 

For Thy thoughts so precious, 
Thou dost to me bear. 

For Thy preservation 
From the ills I see, 

And from hidden dangers 
Only known to Thee. 

Some day I she.II praise Thee 
In that better le.nd ; 

Join hi perfect e.nthems, 
With that shining bo.nd. 

Yet I would commence, Lord, 
E'en on earth to bring 

Songs of grateful tribute, 
To my glorious King. 

](ATE STAINES. 
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FAITH'S PERSUASION. 
BY HENRY NEWTON, WISBECH. 

111 

"I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have aommitted unto Him against that day."-2 Tim. i. 12. 

THE word·" faith," in relation to God's living people, occurs ill. the 
New Testament in two very different senses. It sometimes stands 

for a. gracious principle, Divinely imparted to an elect and redeemed 
sinner, when "born from above" of the Holy Ghost. He then receives 
11, faculty which formed no part of his original constitution es an 
intellectual and mora.l being, and by which he is enabled to perceive and 
form 11, just estimate of spiritual things-and especially to view, to 
address and to hold communion with God as He is revealed in the person 
and approached through the blood of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. ii. 15). It 
is to be thus understood when we read of those who "have obtained 
precious faith through thP. righteousness of God and (or even) our 
Saviour Jesus Christ," and are told that faith "is the gift of God" 
(2 Pet. i. 1 ; and Eph. ii. 8). 

Faith also stands for the operation of this principle or faculty-in 
other words, for the act of believing. Hei:ice we read that " without 
faith it is impossible to please God" : that " by faith " we " stand" 
and "walk" : and are enjoined to "prey in faith, nothing wavering," 
where it evidently stands for trust in God in the power of the holy 
principle which He has previously imparted. 

This is by no means a distinction without a difference ; or a 
theological quibble devised to puzzle the simple-minded. It would be as 
a ray of light in e dark place to many could they see more clearly how 
the grace and the act of faith differ and how they are related to each 
other. 

But many who perceive this distinction are still desirous of a simple 
explanation of what those acts of trust in God really are with which 
salvation is so evidently associated. If "he that believeth is not 
condemned," and "he that believeth not is condemned already," how 
important to know, on the highest authority, what these words express 
and involve. 

Perhaps uo scriptural subject is less understood than the relation of 
fe.ith to salvation. Many definitions have indeed been given, some of 
which, to the writer at least, have proved exceedingly mystifying. After 
long and anxious thought, the above words afforded him a new and 
clearer couception of faith considered as the act of the renewed mind of 
a child of God. Desirous that, with God's blessing, others may be 
similarly helped, he ventures to expreBB his thoughts on the snbject by 
considering it, as presented in the words before us in four aspects. 

1.-FAITH's NATURE. "I am persuaded." Faith, therefore, is aper
suasion wrought by God in the soul concerning the truths of the Gospel. It 
is not a. mere assent, but a persuasion : not an opinion, but a heart-deep 
conviction. The Gospel records spiritual realities ; but a Di vine Agency 

• The use of the same word to express a fa<'ulty and Its aat is aommon to all 
language. Thus" He has lost his sight" would mean his eonse of vision. " The 
sight of hie dead child overcame him " would mean the aot of seeing it. 
"Beethoven lost his hearing "-namely, he became deaf. "Hearing the truth 
is often more impressive than reading it "-namely, the act of listening to it. 
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is required to persuade us of their existence. Hence this persuasion is 
the work of God, whose gift true faith is. " Faith is the confid8nce of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen" (Heb. xi. 1 margin). 
We have received the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
things that are freely given us of God (1 Cor. ii. 12). This persuasion 
is always aUended with hope and love. Its confident anticipation of 
future and greater blessings inspires hope; and the intrinsic goodness and 
preciousness of these divine things elicits a love to them and a love to 
their great Author and Giver, to whose grace we are solely indebted for 
them. 

This persuasion i,s evinced by action rather than by feeling. Many 
things both of a circumstantial and physical nature affect us, either to 
buoyancy or to depression of mind ; but this divinely-wrought persuasion 
of the things ot God will habitually influence our actions and conduct 
God wards. The existence of faith in the heart is often more perceptible 
in our hours of darkness and conflict than in times of calm and ease, as 
was Job's, when be said, •· Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 
It is this persuasion that enables us in our darkest moments to plead, 
wait, and hope in God. 

This persuasion is an evidence of qrace. The mercy of God is uncon
ditional ; that is to say, no condition is imposed on sinners ere they can 
obta_in it. All the redeemed of Obrist are, in due time, persuaded by 
God of the necessity, reality, and efficiency of His salvation, which 
produces in them a hungering, panting, and longing for an aseured 
knowledge of and interest in it. This enables them to cast their souls 
upon Him alone ; and this persuasion, being wrought within, is the 
evidence that Christ has died for them and is their Saviour. 

It is thus a source of consolation. Many fail to distingnish between 
their safety and their comfort. When happy feelings prevail, their 
safety is rarely questioned ; but when these decline, doubts of their 
eternal salvation once more sadly dhturb them. Now our safety is 
secured, once and for ever, by the finib·;.ed work of Jesus, which cannot 
change or vary. Our comfort and p&t1oe, however, depend upon our 
trust in Jesus. If our faith is weak, our comfort will fail, and vice 
versa; a strong persuasion of the glorious verities of the Gospel will 
prove a strong consolation," e'en in sorrow's darkest hour." 

11.-FA.ITH's OUTLOOK.-" that day "-the day of judgment, when 
all will appear before God-the day of declaration, when all secrets will 
be revealed-the day of separ11.t,ion, when the sheep and goats will be for 
ever divided-the day of coronation, when the saints will be crowned 
with honour-the day of Christ's coming to "be J?lorified in His saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe." To this "day," faith 
looks, being persuaded of its solemnity and certainty, and. the soul lives 
as in the light of eternity, undismayed by present gloom, and assured 
of the grace which is then to be revealed. 

111.-FAITH's GROUND A.ND OBJE0T. "He is able to keep that." 
What ? The soul : that invisible, immaterial, immortal principle 
which tabernacles in these our bodies. This was created in the image 
of God. It was originally pure and holy, but now is defaced, and made 
unfit for communion with Him through sin. No man can renew or 
keep alive his own soul : but He "holdeth our souls in life, and 
snffereth not our feet to be moved " (Psa. lxvi. 9). 
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"I know Whom I have believed." The great object of the Holy 
Spirit in all His gracious operatioos is to direct the attention of the 
objects of Jehovah's love to the Lord Jesus Christ-to work an inward 
persuasion in their hearts of His complex person and character-and 
disclose the glory of His finished work and •• the wonderfal love of His 
heart." He reveals the Father's acceptance of this sacrifice-the fulness 
of grace that is in Rim-His endowmrnt of power-His conquest over 
Satan ; and that in these lies His ability to keep, support, defend, 
maintain, and present faultless before the presence of His glory our 
immortal souls with exceeding joy, at last. 

IV.-F..UTH's ACTION. "I have committed." As the outcome of 
this Divine persuasion, the sinner is led to entrust his soul into the able 
hands of the dear Redeemer. By painful experiences of trial, tempta
tion, and failure, we become per~uaded of our own inability to keep our 
souls ourselves; and by Divine disclosures of Christ's glory and the 
persuasion of Hie ability, we are brougbt to leave our souls in His 
hands, " to work in us, to will and to do " according to " His good 
pleasure." 

Thus we exemplify in our own experience the sweet and beautiful 
truth that "the poor leaveth himself whh Thee" (Psa. x. 14); and as 
is the extent and strength of this persuasion, so will be the measure and 
extent of the leaving of our souls in His hands. This committal proves 
the reality of our faith. He who professes to believe, yet in no wise 
leaves himself in Christ's hands, ha.s but a dead faith. 

May the Lord grant us the P.ersuasion which is wrought by the 
exceeding greatness of His power (Eph. i. 19), that we may commit our 
souls unto Him; and thus live, stand, walk, and finally overcome 
through faith in " the Son of God, who loved UI! and gave Himself 
for ns." 

PLENARY INSPIRATION. 
BY HENRY DADSWELL, CLAPHAM. 

(Continued.) 

OUR necessarily brief review of scientific objections to the Plenary 
Inspiration of the Bible, would be incomplete without 11 hurried 

glance at what has been alleged as opposing the validity and veracity of 

THE FIRST OHAPTER o~• GENESIS, 

in relation to which, not a few questions have arisen in thou~htful and 
candid minds. Does it bid us believe that the creation of the Universe 
occurred four, or, as some think, six thousand years ago, and no more! 
Is this stated to have been accomplished in six literal and ordinary days, 
or are we to regard these in a figurative sense, as standing for successive 
periods of unstated duration ? The first, geologists assert to be 
absolutely contradicted by " the testimony of the rocks ; " while the 
second, though held by some• to be in substantial agreement with the 
deductions of science, is by others asserted to be opposed to indisputable 
facts. Can a reply to all of these-short, simple and satisfactory-be 
fonnd ? 

• As Hugh l\Iiller, Prof. Agasslz, and Dana, quoted by Dr. Dods on Genesis. 
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It will be observed that these ideas, whether occurring to devout and 
prayerful persons, as Scriptural difficulties, or advanced by irreligious 
sceptics as objections to the truth of the Bible, assume that the entire 
chapter is devoted to an account of the actual Creation of all that 
exists, and therefore rt>quire faith in the above statements as an inspired 
record. This, however, is not the case. The first verse only refers to 
the origination of '' things that are seen" by the power of God. It 
should be isolated from the rest, and regarded as introductory to all 
that follows. It assigns no date to Creation, which it simply affirms to 
have been "in the beginning." It does not state what time elapsed 
between the events it records and the condition of our globe as de~cribed 
in the second verse ; and thus gives ample space for all to have 
happened of which-as geologists assert--there is such unmistakable 
proof. 

The second verse introduces us to the earth when, from some 
combination of causes, it was in the condition described as "waste and 
void" (R.V.), and darkneee brooded over universal chaos-and when 
He to whom its first existence was due, proceeded to render it a suitable 
residence for men, and an appropriate sphere for the evolving and 
manifestation of Hie own great purposes of Providence and grace. If 
the narrative be thus regarded, difficulties will, to a large extent, vanish 
-and its consistency with the claims of science, and its harmony with 
other Scriptures will appear. This, it may be observed, is no mere 
ingenious theory foisted on the unwary in support of unintelligent 
orthodoxy. " All intelligent comroentators are agreed that between 
the fire" and second verses of the book of Genesis, a margin is left for 
any conceivable number of geologic cycles, enough, on that soore, at 
all events, to free the Mosaic narrative from blame."• 

EVOLUTION AND OREATION. 

This chapter is also the chosen battlefield of others who as-ail its 
testimony from the supposed vantage-ground of another branch of 
modern science, their object being to destroy our faith in a personal 
Creator. We are here informed that "in the beginning, God created 
the heaven and the earth." We are now, however, assured that all life 
may be traced back to a morsel of protoplasmic· jelly in the primeval 
ocean. This we are further told, developed, and under the influence of 
changing en~ironment, and through cenain inherited tendencies, 
divided and subdivided into various kinds of living creatures. This 
progrese, we are informed, continued until from some unknown pro
genitor, monkeys and men derived their common origin, a process 
which is said to have occupied untold millions of years. 

The first to publish this theory, though not perhaps its Eole 
originator, was a distinguished scientist, whose powers of patient 
research were wonderful ; and against whose personnel none can say, 

• "The Divine Authority of the Pentateuo.h Vindicated, " by Daniel 
Moore, M.A., page, 107; see also Hitchcook's '' Religion of Geology i '' Oehler, 
Old Testament Theology, quoted by Marcus Dods,. D.D., on Genesis, page 1; 
Eadie's "Biblical Cycloprodia," edition, 1901, edited by Dr. A. H. Sayce; 
Crofton's "Genesis and Geology," 11,II inexpensive and accessible books. "How 
to Answer Objections to Revealed Religion," by E. J. Whately (daughter of the 
great Archbishop), is also for its size and price, invaluable-clear, concise, con· 
vincing. ReligiollB Tract Society. 
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or should desire to say ·a w:ord. The talents and excellent qualities of 
this great man should not, however, cause us to forget that the whole 
scheme is a gigantic speculiition or hypothesis-an exercise of a 
scienUfic imagination, wholly unsupported by absolute proof. No such 
theory, whatever its pretentious, is worthy of regard unless it rests on 
the solid foundation of fact. According to this hypothesis, life is 
presented to us 11s a mighty inverted pyramid, resting upon its point, 
while the upper surface represents its multitudinous and diversified 
forms as t,bey exist to-day. But in the very nature of the theory, those 
forms ,Jf lif_e, as we go back in time become ijimpler and simpler, until 
we reach their beginning. Many efforts have been made to prove that 
life may arise spontaneously, but they have all ended in absolute failure; 
and men of science now hold that life can _only spring from life. There 
must then have been life at the beginning. _ Whence then did this arise? 
The gree.t hypothesis rests on an e.ltogother unstable foundation, and 
like many other "little systems that have had their day and ceased to 
be," this, we believe, will pass away to the limbo of forgotten 
absurdities. 

The order of creation, described in Genesis i., does not in any 
marked degree differ from observed geological phenomena, though 
these are, of necessity, restricted in their scope, while our opportunity 
for observing them is ~till more limited ; and hence the light which 
flows from established facts is anything but far-reaching. 

0 ne turns gladly from such shadowy, fleeting fancies to the Old Book, 
and finds rest in understanding, •• through faith, that the worlds were 
framed by the Word of God, so that things which are seen were not 
made of things which do appear" (Heh. xi. 3). 

(To be continued, if God wills.) 

"NOTHING!" OR, THE MINISTER'S DILEMMA AND 
DELIVERANCE. 

"Go up now, look toward the eee.. And he went up, and looked, and ee.id, 
' ThMe is NOTHING ' " (1 Kings xvi ii. 48 ). 

FROM the late .Adam Dalton, we received the following anecdote of 
his gracious predecessor, Henry Neville, Minister of the Church nt 

Satton-at- Hone, Kent. 
During a eeason of depression, he was once compelled to face his 

congregation with no sermon in his heart, and no text resting- on his 
mind. While tlie hymn ·before the sermon was being sung. his agitation 
became so g1·eat that he continued murmuring to himself, "Nothing, 
Nothing." At length, in sheer despemtion, he opened the pulpit llible 
"and his hap was to light" on th1: above words. To his delight he per
ceived his needed text, and in a flash or thought, saw the divisions or an 
orderly sermon. 

J.-Ere the Eternal Trinity, by the word of Christ, the Mediator, 
created all things, what previou~ly existed ? Nothing. l<'ol' "things 
which are seen, were not made of things which do appear." 

Il.-When our Lord" came into the world to save sinners," what 
wa:1 there to serve as the foundation of the grand superstructure of right-
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eousness which He erected ? Nothing. " He trod the wine-pred@ alone, 
and of the people there was none with Him." 

.III.- When a poor law - condemned and devil-hunted sinner 
l'pproacbes God for mercy in Jesus' name, what in the way of merit or 
good works can be advance as a plea for his acceptance and pardon ? 
"Nothing.'' Hence, he cries, "Nothing but sin have I to give," 
".!Sothing in my hand I bring." 

IV.-Often when tried believers look round in circumstantial trouble, 
what do they di~cov~r in the. way of te:nporal succour, support, and 
supply? "Nothmg. So their God clears the premises, and makes 
way for Himself to come and do marrellously. 

" The mount of danger is the place, 
Where we shall see surprising grace." 

Perhaps, too, the good man added :-
V.-When a poor harassed Minister has ransacked his mind, his 

heart, his book-shelves, and even his Bible for materials for his next 
sermon, what does he, not unfrequently, find? "Nothing." But will 
he be pot to shame before his people? Never! for Christ has said, "Lo 
I am with you always.'' 

DIVINE PRESERVATION AND SAINTLY 
PERSEVERANCE.• 

Extracts from " Heaven Opened," by the REV. RIOHABD ALLEINE, 
A.D. 1665. 

" Trust Him ; He will not deceive us, though we hardly of Him deem ; 
He will never, never leave us; nor will let us quite leave Him."-HABT. 

"J WILL make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not 
turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put My fear 

in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me" (Jer. xxxii. 40). 
The perseverance of the saints is founded on Election, and on the 
immutability of the counsel of God. "The foundation of the Lord 
standeth sure.'' "Whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and 
whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He justified, them 
He also glorified'' (Rom. viii. 30). This golden chain will hold; not 
a link of it shall be broken ; on whomsoever the first link, "election," 
hath taken hold it will infallibly bring him up to the le.at, "glory." 
"God is not a man, that He should repent." 

Two things are in this Scripture assured to believers, which secure 
their perseverance in the way of grace-namely. that the Lord will not 
depart from them, and that they shall not depart from Him. 

"Extracted by J. A. Cave, Leicester, from Richard Alleine's '' Heo.ven 
Opened," to demonstrate that though the writer collaborated with his son-in
law, Joseph Alleine, in the production of "VINDICICE Pn:TATIB, or a Vindication 
of Godliness in the Strictness e.nd Spirituality of it, from the Imputations of 
Folly and Fancy," he was Bound, e.t least on the Doctrine of the Perseverance of 
the Se.lnts. Bee page 81. Such judicious selections from rare books are very 
welcome, and our contributor has our beet thanks. Palmer's "Nonconformist's 
Memorial," gives an interesting account of this gracious man.-EDITOR. 
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1.-GJD WILL NOT DEPART FROM THEM. "I will not turn away 
from them." True, "God is with me," sayest thou, "but I fear I 
shall provoke Him to leave me. I shall weary Him out by my sins, 
and drive Him from me." "No," eaith the Lord, "I will not turn 
away from them to do them good." "I will never fail thee, nor forsake 
thee." 

11.-THEY SHALL NOT DEPART FROM HIM. "It is true," thou 
addest, "that the Lord will be with me, but it is only while I am with 
Him ; if I depart, He will depart ; if I forsake Him, He will cast me 
off for ever. Here is my great fear, that I shall turn away from Him ; 
there is in me an evil heart of unbelief, that is ever departing from the 
living God. Oh this false and fickle heart, I dare not trust it for an 
hour I I doubt it will be gone, ere I am aware ; my corruptions are 
strong, my trials are many; every day brings its temptations ; and I 
am in great fear, that by some means I shall one day fall before them, 
and depart from the living God I" "No," says God, "fear not, thou 
shalt not depart." "I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall 
not depart from Me. They shall be kept by My almighty power, 
through faith unto salvation. My grace shall be with them, and My 
grace shall he sufficient for them, and shall preserve them to My 
heavenly kingdom. 

"Here is the saint's security; the Lord God will not turn away from 
them, nor ever suffer them to run away from Him." 

MEMORIES AND MEMORABILIA OF CHARLES HILL. 
No. II. 

FEW can remember this distinguished servant of God in hie best 
days, when his heart WM young, his mind at the high-tide of its 

vigour, and his voice retained its early ring and resonance. H 11.rdly 
any can therefore be found to tell how his eyes flashed with the 
utterance of his impassioned periods, and great truths, expressed in 
language as simple as it was sublime, rolled like grand music from his 
eager lips. His ilermons were rarely reported, and are mostly beyond 
recall. We are, however, favoured with some more of the authenticated 
recollections of those who knew this m,my-eided man, long ere his 
public work was laid aside. 

THE POET PREACHE!l, 

For the great masters of song, he had but email admiration ; and 
hie unfrequent quotatioue from their writings were mainly gathered at 
second-hand. 'l'he poetry of Nature, he, however, loved; and wee wont 
-if ever man was-to find "sermons in stones, books in the running 
brooks, and God in everything." To him the autumn sun brought its 
".,.reat harveetr-baptism of firt ; " the spring came •• to garland the bare 
hedges with new-born flowers ; " end '· the snow which fell in flakes so 
light that they would not bruise a baby's eye-lids, were sent to keep 
the earth from the dire winter's fro.it whose finger-touch would spread 
danger and disaster around." When the stars shone in the <llll'kened 
sky, "the Lord was showing to men the beauty and brilliancy_of the 
regalia of the great King," and the clouds above were "' the rtver of 
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God ' rolling onwards in its uncontrolled course. and pouring down its 
priceless treasures of moisture to refresh a thirsty world.'' Re thus 
made his own poetry rather than used that of others. 

At times, he unconsciously expressed himself in a metrical way. 
O':1-ce, speaking of the Lord's appearing to succour His people, he 
said, 

" He comes to wipe a.way our tears 
And load our lips with song." 

When afterwards asked for the source of this fine couplet, he did not· 
remember uttering it and averred that he had neither seen nor heard 
it before. 

A WISE COUNSELLOR OF YOUNG MINISTERS. 

Our friend, Ebenezer Marsh, of Stratford, thus corroborates what 
our brother Debnam stated on page 86 : "His marvellous gifts and 
unquEstioned authority at times placed· him on an altitude that caused 
his younger brethren to dread, rather than to draw near him. Such 
misunderstood him. He had to be known; when he always proved 
a tender and sympathetic, yet frank and faithful a friend~ I recall 
with a smile. how, twenty-five years since, I hid in a waiting-room till' 
my train arrived, became he happened to be on the platform." 

Flattery he loathed, and eschewed. It may be questioned whether he 
e~er paid a compliment, while if men whom he deemed tricky, or. 
double-faced, attempted to win his favour, they would (to put it mildly) 
for once hear the plain and unvarnished truth. 

"A certain preacher was awaiting the arrival of the same train as 
that by which 1he was also about to travi:l. Our friend took no notice 
of him till he accosted him with the words : ' Don't you know me, Mr. 
Hill, I am . . .' 'Oh,' was the reply, 'you're the little hum bog, 
are you, that tried to split the cause at ---? No, I don't know you, 
and don't want to.' 

" Oaks are never felled with feathers ; and when he deemed suoh 
sharp and incissive utterances called for, be did not, hesitate to express 
his thoughts without reserve. 

CRUEL ONLY TO BE KIND. 

"A 'kindly heart with love o'erflowing,' cannot always be 
concealed ; however it may shrink from betraying its more tender 
feelings; and his words sometimes manifested a rare blending of 
uncompromising truth with the gentlest consideration. 

" Memory cherishes his words when I first visited London, on behalf of 
the S. and N. Home Mission. As I ascended the platform at Hill Street 
Chapel, my eye rested on Charles Hill and the Metropolitan Secretary, 
nor did I forget their presence all through the service. He saw how 
nervous I was, on this account, and no ;;ooner had I closed, than he 
quietly said to me, 'Eb., you silly young fool, you oughL to know 
better.' I replied that most people knew this, but he gravely added, 
' Get your hat and come with me, I want to have a talk with you.' 
Linking his arm in mine, he continued, as we paced a quiet street, 'Why 
do you act as you have this afternoon ? Your subject was well laid out, 
and you had some good, helpful ideas, but lost all your power, simply 
because you caught sight of us, and yielded to the fear of man. You 
ought to be asham'.'d to serve the great MMter thus-lose your joy in 
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the work, and rob His people of what would have been a good, useful 
sermon.' A sense or God's honour filled his soul as he thns rebuked me 
and his fatherly love melted my heart and moistened my eye as he 
closed .vith helpful counsel, and evident interest in my welfart'. I sat 
nexL to him on the platform that evening, and spoke with a liberty and 
joy that were a marked contrast to the afternoon. I blessed God, and 
do to-day, for that walk and talk. 

"Again, having to preach my second AMociation sermon in Suffolk, 
I kept alone the whole morning, from very weakness; and at dinner
time the effects of the conflict were manifest. He observed me and sat 
by my side, but saying no word to me, addressed someone opposite. 
'Ah I all young men should preach As3ociation sermons; it would do 
them good. I remember that when I first had to do so, I shut myself 
up all the morning, and cried like a child ; nor am I ashamed of it. 
No devil eve'I" wtpt over that job.' Then, as if first noticing me, he 
said, 'Hullo, my boy, a bit nervons are you ? God will help you.' The 
Master only knows what those words did for me that afternoon ; and 
whaL a sna1e they broke I" 

THE ORITIO, 

He was a born critic, and c11refully weighed every word of the 
public u~terances of bis brethren. To educational deficiencies, he was 
most indulgent, though be would at timed privl\tely counsel young men 
to study Cobbett's "English Grammar," and acquire the art of speak
ing more correctly. Assumption he hated. How he chuckled over a 
student, from a cenaia College in London, who said th11t Christian 
workers should bJ like the sower, '· who scatters his beans broadcast ; " 
and warned his brethren not to neglecL opportuniLies, as " the spring 
was the only st!8Son for sowing wheat." As a rule, however, he was a 
most receptive and appreciative hearer of others, and was delighted 
when he could characterise their efforts as "good, plain Gospel sermons, 
and well thought out, too.'' 

Error from a pulpit dedicated to the truth roused him to indignntion. 
" On one occasion, important to the Churches of Suffolk,"- again, says 
our friend Mareh-" a sermon was delivered and published, which 
greatly distressed him as assailin~ hi~ Lord'1:1 glory. or it he thus 
wrote to me : ' It was a disgrace to both the preacher and the denomina
tion, and as full of lies as of vanity. He is welcome to his "clisllppointed 
God" ; I don't want one of that sort ; a thousand thanks for a better 
one.' " 

(To be continued, if God wills) 

HE is my best friend who corrects my failings and helps me to be 
practically holy. "Ye ought to wash one another's feet,' our Master 
Raid. Yet let us see that the water is neither icy cold, nor scalding hot, 
bot warm as our hearts should be, with the love of Christ.-W. J. S. 

Goo's ~eople are subject to two laws (Rom. vii. 25), and they 
receive a doable benediction (Gen xlix. and Deut. xxxiii.). They have 
two names and two natures.-Ru/us. 

THE moral law was giv,m in /fame, and Moses quaked with fear, 
but when prescribed in fellowship his features shone with joy unuttcr
able.-Ru/us. 
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LIGHT AND GRACE.-How often are we brought face to face with 
the fact that there may be great light with little grace, and much grace 
with little light. The late John Gadsby, when supping in company 
with oar friend, Israel Atkinson, of Brighton, remarked that his en
gagements to lecture on Oriental Subjects in different towns, had led 
to his being entertained in the homes of friends belonging to most of 
the Christian Denominations, Congregationalists, General Baptists, 
.Methodists, Presbyterians, and so on. He added that two f~cts bad im
pressed him. The first was the wide-spread ignorance and disregard of 
what he had been led to consider the fundamental truths of the 
Evangelical faith; and the second, the real religion which was so apparent 
in places where he little expected to find it. " What shall we say 
to these things? "-W. J. 8. 

WHEN Job and his friends contended with each other, they were 
all wrong, but after God had spoken, we find them all sacrificing 
and God accepting.-Ru/us. 

THE UNDERSTANDING FRIEND. 

Pea.Im cx:x:xi.x. 1-12; Job xxiii. 10. 

MEN think they know, and over-eager 
To judge their stricken brother's case, 
Condemn, depress, but Christ will 

re.ther 
With tenderest pity, like a Fe.ther, 
Uplift thee by e. word of grace. 
Mists.ken friends wound more the.n 

foee-
Te.ke bee.rt, HE KNOWS. 

Yee. I tho' He fe.ithfuly reprove thee, 
He never ce.n misunderstand-
The cruel stones, whereon so wee.ry 
Thou etumbledst, when the night was 

dreary; 
The hidden snare so subtly planned 
To me.ke thy heedless footsteps fe.11-
He knoweth e.11. 

He "looked on Peter," who soul-smitten 
Went out into the night e.nd wept. 
Tho' deep the wound 'twa.e Love's own 

dee.ling, 
The.t light'ning glance, his sin re-

VPe.ling, 
The awful gloom the.t o'er him swept
His hopeless vigil none might view, 
But Jesus knew. 

And when a.while Hie child had 
sorrowed, 

And thought no more to see His fa.ea, 
The Saviour comps.seed his returning 
With words most tender e.nd dis-

cerning, 
With such inimite.ble gra.oe, 
He did not even bid him come, 
But drew him home I 

And not a.lone their foolish erring. 
Is known unto this matchless Friend ; 

His children's little sa.c:rifioes, 
Their timid, love-inspired devices, 
He he.s a bee.rt to comprehend-
The sacred plans they could not tell, 
He knoweth well. 

The widow's mite had been unnoted, 
Se.ve the.t His voice declared it gold. 
And Mary's spirit sure had fainted, 
To hee.r herself so thriftless painted, 
In tones unsympathetic, cold ; 
A me.id discountene.nced and lone, 
Had He not known. 
But He who long he.d seen in seoret, 
Rewarded openly her deed ; 
The motives of her soul revee.ling, 
Its unsuepeoted depths of feeling, 
That future a.gee well might heed
Her gift of love He understood, 
And oalled it good. 
Then, wherefore fear the world's de-

riding? . 
Since He who understands, will keep 
Still o"er thy way, preserving, guiding, 
Those eyes from whioh there is no 

hiding, 
Whioh nevar slumber, never sleep. 
Knowledge "too wonderful" for thee
It sets thee free ! 
He knows the sequel to thy weeping 
She.11 be an everlasting song. 
Thy dear-bought orown is in His 

keeping, 
Thou eee"et the sowing, He the 

reaping; 
The hidden things to Him belong. 
He suffered ere He died and rose, 
And so He KNOWS I 

A. G. ROBBINS, 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT BOOKS. 

TM Story of the Light that Never 
Went Out. A History of Euglish 
Protestantism. By Auguste. Cook 
e.ud W. Stanley Me.rtiu. Loudon : 
Morgan and Scott, Pe.ternoster
buildings, E.O. Price 12s. 6d. uett. 

Tms " Light" is the Gospel of Christ ; 
on the diffusiou of which iD our native 
land it is so important to have accurate 
information and just opiuious in the 
prese:it day. Our authors have pro
duced e. liviug book, which manifests 
not only industry but literary ability. 
It is uot e. mete rechauffage of what 
almost everybody knows already, but an 
original preseute.tion of historical fe.ots 
in flowiug sequeuce and crisp and read
able Euglish. It is profusely illustrated, 
the coloured froutispiece beiug e. true 
work of a.rt , and, on the whole, is e. 
book which none that a.re wise iu heart 
oe.n read without profit, while the 
bairns will pore over it "with wonder
waiting eyes." 

Tw? defeots a.re regrete.ble : the 
sparse refereuce to authorities, espeoi
e.lly OD debatable poiuts; e.ud the 
e.bseuoe of an Index. No historian can 
withhold the sources of his iuforme.tlon 
without seemiug to ask for relie.uoe ou 
hie persoue.l ip!e dixit ouly, whioh 
greatly iuve.lidates hie wt>ight e.ud 
iuterest as e. writer; while to me.uy, 
the varied e.ud multitudiuoue oouteute 
of suoh e. book as this will be pre.otioe.lly 
lue.ooeseible, through its reader's ID
ability to turn at ouoe to the subjeot 
whioh exoites hie preeeut luterest. 

The Protestantism of our authors is 
prouounoed e.ud emphatic, uot ouly as 
defeuders of the truth-iu whioh we 
are hea.rtily at oue with them-but 
ID their ue.rre.tiou of historioe.l events, 
in whioh they betray e. tendeuoy to 
e.dve.noe as uuqueetloued fe.ote ooour
renoee that have been either very 
differently related, or repreeeuted as 
he.viug quite e.uother elguifice.noe. 

Eve.ugelioal Obrietia.ue, for iuste.uoe, 
geuere.lly believe Uie.t the Gospel 
ree.ohed Brlte.iD before, or very early 
in the second oeutury; some even in
sisting that it was first brought to our 
laud by Paul himself. The good work, 
they hold, we.a ooutiuued by the British 
Chiefte.iu Ce.re.doo (Caractacus), and 
resulted in the conversion of eo me.ny 
to God that there sprang up in England 
e. numerous religious community of 
early British Christie.us, with fixed 
principles and modes of worship, whioh 
we.a wholly unconnected with the 

Church of Rome. This we ourselves 
bel!eve, but whether they were Episco
pe.!Je.us, as our authors imply is we 
think, doubtful. ' ' 

Others, while admitting the exieteuce 
of e. few isolated converts at this period, 
contend that the southern districts at 
least of our Island were practically 
hee.theu and uneve.ngelised • until the 
mo.rrio.ge, in A.D. 588, of JEthelberht 
with Bertho., e. Chrietia.n princess of 
the Rome.n fo.ith. This, it is so.id, 
afforded Pope Gregory his long desired 
opportunity to make e. resolute effort 
for the conversion of Euglo.nd. 

To Free ChurohmeD either story-if 
its authenticity could be esto.blished
might iudeed be iuterestiug o.s exempli
fying the we.ye of God in gro.ce, but 
they would view it as ho.viug little to 
do with orgo.uised Christio.nity in our 
own do.y. 

Deriving their sentiments from the 
Bible o.lone, estime.ting the Church 
OD ea.rth solely o.s it consists of spiritu
ally living men and womeu, whom God 
ho.a o.dded to its ro.uks, they e.tto.oh but 
little importo.nce to preoedeuts Het, o.ud 
pro.otices established in yeo.rs long po.st. 

To others, however, these o.re ques
tions of greo.t moment-o.nd inferences 
drawn from Eoolesio.stico.l history, 
lo.rgely affeot their religious convictions 
and oonduot. 

So.oerdote.l Rituallsts oontend for the 
existence of a. Celtio or Auglo-Se.xon 
Episcopal Church in Brito.in prior to 
588, because it affords e. loundo.tion for 
their olaim to be the only true repre
sentatives of e. religious hierarchy 
which has existed in Brito.in from 
Apostolic times. t Papists, while not 
denying the early establishment of 
some religious oommuuities in our 
Islaud, contend that these, in all 
essentlo.l partioule.rs, were in alliance 
with Rome, to whose pro.ctices they 
conformed o.nd to whose o.uthorlty they 
deferred. Thus they represent their 
position o.s historically consleten t. 
Great Brito.in, so they assert, until the 
sixteenth century, knew no form of 
Christianity but this, which had then 
existed in unbroken continuity from 
the earliest times. The " story," as 
relo.ted in these pages, is llo.tly contra
dicted in publice.tions which o.re fre-

• Green's "Short History or the F.n11lish 
People." New Edition, 1888. JJl\l!e l~: a.nd 
'"The Stadent'• Hume,'" page 90. 

t Lane•• •• Illuatrated Notes on English 
Church History." S.P.C.K. 
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quently forQed on the a.ttention of 
Proteste.nts ; • a.nd hence the necessity 
for its substantie.tion on a, be.sis which 
e.11 e.dmit to be e.bsolutely reliable e.nd 
uncha.llengee.ble. 

Age.in, it will be conceded that all 
who underte.ke the functions of his
torians should be impe.rtie.l e.nd un
prejudiced. Especia.lly should they 
11,void giving prominence to a. pet sub
ject which might tempt them to 
exe.ggere.te its influence. Our e.uthors, 
however, seem so to have Jesuitism" on 
the bre.in " e.s to overlook other evils, e.s 
prejudicial to true Christianity. They, 
for instance. tell us tba.t "whether 
Archbishop Le.ud we.s e.h e.ctue.l Jesuit, 
or merely their tool, they ce.nnot se.y" 
(pe.ge 481), implying tbe,t he we.s cer
ts.inly one or the other. As e. me,tter 
of fe.ot, he we.s neither. To me.ny of 
the doctrines of Rome he was indis
pute.bly fe.voure.ble, e.nd did his best to 
promulgate e.nd popule,rise them. But 
to the court of Rome he was e. resolute 
opponent, and withstood the 11,rroge.ncy 
of the assumption of the Pope to be the 
sole 11,nd supreme hee.d e.nd e.utocrat 
of the visible Church with e.ll his 
powers. He even de.red the e.nger of 
Henriette. by enge.ging in 11, controversy 
with Fisher the Jesuit, the record of 
which to this de.y is most ve.lue.ble 
to e.11 who would withste.nd the e.ccur,;ed 
we.ye of members of the so-co.lied 
Society of Jesus. Whe,t modern 
Ritue,lists ree.lly a.re, though their 
policy is often unconfessed e.nd sup
pressed, this Le.ud we.a, 11,nd he shre,nk 
not from e.vowing his views e.nd inten
tions. 

Prele,cy, which found in him its 
me.in exponent n.nd exemplifice.tion, 
e.nd Papery, of which Fisher under the 
pe.trone,ge of the Queen we.a the domi
ne.nt spirit, and which we.a seeking to 
rege.in its former supreme.oy, were in
deed both bitterly hostile to Puritan
ism, but they were e.s bitterly opposed 
to ea.eh other. Le,ud's faults were 
many, but of collusion with Rome he 

•Arkell'•" Lectures on the Ee.rly British 
e.nd Anglo-Saxon Churches" is a populo.r 
Rome.n Catholic work or this che.ro.cter. 
Pnblished by L. Schmidt, Ho.stings. 

we.a guiltlees, e.nd contrary 11,ssertlone 
or implioe,tions not only misrepresent 
his cha.ra.oter, but divert a.ttention from 
the evils of the odious system whioh he 
sought to force on the no.tion. 

Age.in, we a.re informed tha.t the 
Jesuits would '·never permit 11, policy 
tha.t would he.ve me.de the Church of 
Engle,nd a, riva.l Church to that of 
Rome " (page 432). This is true, 
though whe,t follows is e.ssuredly in
correct. " When it bece,me evident 
the,t neither Le.ud nor Che.rlee would 
connive at the ce,pture of Engle.nd for 
the Pope of Rome," "they (the Jesuits) 
threw down these tools of theirs, and, 
disguised as Puritans, clamoured for 
the blood of both." 

Wee.re thus 11,ssured the.t those who 
took a, prominent and e.ctive pe.rt in 
the accuse.tion and condemnation of 
Laud e.nd Charles, though claiming to 
e.dvoce.te and promote the 011,use of 
civil and religious liberty, were e,otu&ted 
by wholly different motives, Our 
11,uthors do not tell us who· these 
Jesuits were who thus posed o.s Puri
te,ns, but we he.ve 11, right to enquire 
their ne.mes, e.nd on what e.uthority 
this hideous allege.tion is me.de. The.t 
the execution both of the King 11,nd the 
venomous little ecclesie.stic were mon
strous blunders, tending to hinder 
whe.t it we.a hoped they would pro
mote, we fully 11,dmit; but, 0 the pity, 
the.t writers who love the pure Gospel 
should so sle.nder those to whom reli
gious. Engle.nd owes so much, e.nd of 
whom Wordsworth se.ng so bravely :-

" Greo.t men have been amon!f us; hands 
tho.t penned 

And tonll'ues tbo.t uttered wisdom, better 
none: 

The lo.tar Sydney, Mo.rvel, Ho.rlngton, 
Young Va.ne e.nd others who co.lied 

Milton friend. 
These more.lists could o.ct o.nd compre

hend: 
They knew how genuine glory wo.s put 

on; 
Taul;!ht us how rightfully o. ne.tlon 

shone 
In splendour ; what strength we,s, tho.t 

-would not bend 
But in me.gno.nlmous meekness." 

In 11, further number we hope to re
turn to this interesting 11,nd importe.nt 
work. 

'' 'Tw1xT Jesus e.nd the chosen re.co 
Subsists e. bond of sovereign gre.ce."-Kent. 

He does well who looks much to this; it me.y but seldom be like the snn 
e.t -noonday; but thou me.yest confidently ex pee~ it to b~ e.s t~e ste.rs
visible when nothing else is-or as the moon, e. faithful witness m heaven, 
aod/or heaven. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

ANNUAL .MEETINGS HELD AT ZION, 
NEW CBOSB. 

WITH pleasure we anticipate the annual 
gatherings in connection with our be
loved Association. Unity is strength, 
and there never was a day, perhap~, 
when we needed more to stand shoulder 
to shoulder in '' contending for the 

. faith once delivered to the saints." We 
were specially glad that the morning of 
the 8th of Maroh was so genial, so 
spring-like, making it poesi ble for 
many to attend who might otherwise 
have been prevented. 'fhe meetings 
throughout the day were well attended, 
and very hearty. 

Promptly at 10.30 the large gathering 
of pastors, delegates and friends united 
jn a song of praise, after which a 
portion or Scripture was read by the 
president, pastor R. E. Sear~, and prayer 
was offered by our esteemed friend and 
brother, Mr. W. Abbott. 

In his opening remarb, after a word 
of welcome to pastor6 and delegates, the 
chairman referred to some current 
events, and contended that everything 
contrary to the laws of the kingdom of 
Christ should be fought against. 

The reports were read by the seore
tariee and accounts by pastor A. Steele, 
and adopted. (These reports and the 
addresses delivered in tbe evening will 
be found in the Annual Record, copies 
of whioh oan be had on application to 
the secretaries). 

For eleotion in October to the offices 
of president and vice-president, the 
following brethren were nominated : -
E. Mitchell, G, W. Thomas, T. Jones, 
and E. Marsh. The other officers were 
nominated for re-eleotio11, and also the 
committee, with severe.I e.dditione. 

Our esteemed brother Oe.kes, for 
many years one of the delege.tee from 
Shouldhe.m-etreet, having passed awe.y, 
11, message of sympathy we.a sent to the 
widow. 

The following important resolution 
was pe.eeed une.nimonsly, e.fter being 
moved by Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong e.nd 
seconded by pe.stor J.E. Flegg :- •· That 
this meeting of pe.etors and delege.tes 
representing sixty-five Strict Be.ptiet 
Churches in the Metropolis, in the 
strongest and most solemn terms it oan 
command, protestA e.ge.inet the importa
tion of indentured Chinese labour into 
the Tmneve.al, (1) e.e e.n incaloule.ble 
injury to the Chinese themselves, (2) a 
foul ate.in upon tbe fe.ir fame of Gree.t 
Brite.in as a Christian nation, (3) e.n 
insult to British labour, and ( 4) e.n out
re.e'e upon the people of Sooth Africe., 
whose wishes are being over-ridden in 

the interests of 11, few mine owners. 
Thie e.seembly requests of the Govern
ment, e.nd the majority in the House of 
Commons, e. reversal of this disastrous 
e.nd dishonourable policy." 

At the e.fternoon meetinll' pe.stor E. 
White, tbe new president, occupied the 
chair. After singing e.nd reading, 
brethren Mntimer, Throssell a.nd Grim
wood enge.ged in pra.yer. 

The representative of the Norfolk 
and Suffolk Aseocie.tion, pe.stor A. J. 
Ward, we.s welcomed in a. hearty fashion 
by Mr. E. White. 

We then listened with mooh pleasure 
to an e.ddress by Mr. H.J. Gnlley. His 
subject we.s the preciousness of Obrist 
to tbe believer. After dee.ling with the 
use me.de of tbis word precious by the 
e.postle, our brother ete.ted the.t men 
ma.y he.ve a good opinion of J esoe 
Christ, which sta.tement was proved by 
several e.pt quote.tions, but it te.kes the 
gre.oe of God to make Jesus Oh rist 
precious to the soul; e.nd having 
pointed out who is a believer, he dwelt 
on several vointe wherein Obrist is 
precious to such a man, showing Christ 
to be precious in life, in deatb, in 
glory, 

Pa.star A. J. Ward followed, and ex
pressed the hearty irood wishes of the 
Suffolk A~sooiaton for the welfe.re of 
the Metropolitan Association. He then 
gave e. beautiful e.nd weighty nddress, 
ta.king a.s hie topio the words, "One i• 
your Me.eter : all ye a.re brethren." 
Whether in the gree.t Metropolis or e, 
country village, this wo.s so. We gnther 
in the one glorious name of Him who is 
precious; we a.re begotten of one Spirit, 
regenere.ted by the same grace, re
deemed by the ea.me blood. Such 
brotherhood required love and sym
pe.thy to be ma.nirested. He o.lso dwelt 
on the unity of spirit a.nd aim of tbe 
two Assooia.tions. 

The followinl!' resolution was then 
moved in a. stirring epeeoh by pastor 
G. W. Thomas, and in a rew telling 
sentences seconded by pastor E. Mit
chell :-" Tha.t, in coneiderntion of the 
fact that Romanism a.nd ritualism nre 
being greatly helped by the Education 
Aot, o.nd a.lea the great influenJe thc•e 
two communities evidently have on the 
present llovernment, the time ha.a come 
for DB to pla.ce our Proteeta.nt priu
oiplee before political polioy at the next 
General Election." 

Pe.stor J. Ea.star, who bad been a.p
pointed with brother Wa.rd e.s the 
deputa.tion from Suffolk, but who, 
owinii: to his ha.ving accepted en invita
tion from the Church a.t Bassett-street, 
ooold not e.ttend in tha.t cnpaoity, 
delivered a warm-hearted address on the 
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unity subsisting between the Aesooia
tione. 

The evening meeting oommenoed at 
6.15, under the presidency or brother E. 
White. A part of 2nd Colossiane was 
read by pastor James E. Flegg, after 
which the Divine blessing was sought 
by brethren F. Fells, J. Fromow, and E. 
W. Flegg. It was resolved to convey 
by letter to pastor S. T. Belcher the 
sympathy of the friends pre~ent, in hie 
affliction. 

The Church at New Cross did their 
utmost for the comfort of all, and pro
vided excellent repasts. A cordial vote 
of thanks was given on the proposition 
of paEtor A. Steele, seconded by Mr. W. 
Abbott. 

The president then delivered his 
inaugural address, which was timely, 
and excellent papers were read by 
pastor C. Guy on "Sunday-school work: 
Its importance in relation to current 
events," and by pastor E. M&rsh on" The 
duty of a member to his own Church." 
Collections £20. 

JAMES E. FLEGG. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
A MEETING was held at "Shalom" 
Chapel, The Oval, Hackney, on March 
9th, when, in spite of the inclement 
weather, a good number of friends 
assembled to bear a lecture delivered by 
pastor R. Mutimer, of Brentford, in the 
interests of the Strict Bai,tist Mission. 
The chair was t,.ken at 7.30 by Mr. 
Kingston, who, after reading that 
grand missionary Psalm (the 72nd), 
called upon Mr. G. Elnaugh to implore 
the Divine blessing on the meeting. 

Mr. Mutimer, with the wo.rm mis
sionary spirit which he in no small 
degree possesses, and basing his remarks 
npon Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, earnestly 
commended to our notice mission work, 
both home and foreign. We were re
minded that to us belongs the honour 
of h11ving received the commission from 
the Master's own lips, e.s the disciples to 
whom it was first given were Strict 
Baptist•. Therefore, upon us devolves 
the responsibility of seeing the com
mand c&rried out. Loving reference 
was me.de to our two missionaries in 
far-off India, brethren Booth &nd Mer
ling, the latter having been for some 
considerable time e. member of the 
lecturer's Bible,ole.es e.t Brentford. 
Mention was also me.de of the splendid 
work being done in oonneotion with 
the teaching of the young, also by the 
Bible-women in their house-to-house 
visit&tion, espeoie.lly of those who t&ke 
upon themselves the arduous work of 
teaching the native women to read the 
Holy Scripture• for themselves. 

In closing, e.11 present were exhorterl 
to t&ke some active p&rt in this import
ant and noble work, either by taking 
collecting card11 or boxes, or by be-

coming enbeoribere to the Mission 
Fund. 

After e. collection had been taken, 
and e. vote of thanks to the lecturer 
passed, the chairman olosed the meeting 
with prayer. A VIBITOB, 

WOOD GREEN. 
A SPECIAL service "II e.e held at Park 
Ridings Chapel, in order to celebrate 
the eleventh anniversary of the Tract 
Society, with whioh the Open-air Mis
sion be.a recently been associated. 
Praise opened the meeting in hymn, 
"0 worship the King." The chairman 
(pastor S. Hutchinson) read Isaiah vi. 
Pastor E. Mitchell offered prayer. A 
hearty welcome was given to all 
strangers and friends present, especi
ally those who had come to take part in 
the meeting. Pastor S. Hutchinson also 
referred to the work of tract distribu
tion and open-air preaching as being 
each a work of faith. He said what 
have we to show for our past efforts? 
We have our Lord's command e.nd Hie 
promise, and this "to feel" the blessed 
Joy of obedience. 

The secretary (brother W. Kyte) read 
a report, the excellence of which was 
the Christ-like spirit which breathed 
through it. 

Four hundred and thirty copies of 
Cheering Words, each with a Scripture 
leaflet enclosed, have been delivered, 
month by wontb, by eight distributors. 
Three ot our friends also circulated 
among the girls connected with a neigh
bouring factory between four and five 
hundred l1ieering Words, e.nd joy was 
experienced in the effort, because they 
were received with pleasure. 

In oonniiotion with the open-air 
service~, they wert' commenced on 10th 
May, 1903, and continued until Sep
tember 30th. Before going forth, a 
meeting for prayer was held in the 
chapel on May 4th, when pastor S, 
Hutchinson spoke from Isa; u:xii. 20. 
The season's work ocnoluded with a 
social tea followed by a devotional 
service, full particulars of which were 
reported in the November number of 
E. V.&G.H. 

The reoeipte for the year amounted to 
:£12 13s. 6d., and the expenditure being 
£9 lle. l½d,, leaving a balance in he.nd 
of :£3 2s. 3½d. 

Brother F. T. Bartlett, of Hill-street, 
said he thanked God for the witness for 
God from Park Ridings Ohapel, in an 
earnest, spiritually thoughtful address, 
based on the words, "Thine are we, 
David. and on thy side, thou son of 
J ease" (l Ohron. xii. 18). 

Brother W. S. Baker, of Chadwell• 
street, gave us a curious text. but one 
which led to some striking, practioal, 
and definite utterances. The four words 
were taken from Mark iv, 28, " First, 
then, after, that." 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 125 

Pastor E. Mitchell said he was 
interested himself in open-air work and 
traot distribution. In hie boyhood 
Striot Baptist Churohee never coun
~enanoed anything of the kind. There 
1e a very great benefit derived by those 
who engage in this work. In proportion 
as we use our E!J)iritual facultieP, eo they 
will thrive. The man who never does 
anything, can't do anything. It is 11, 

law of the kingdom, "To him that bath, 
to him shall be given." 

The chairman olosed this inspiring 
meeting with prayer. Friends from 
Tottenham and Clerkenwell joined us 
in our service and shared the joy. 

P. J.C. 

SAXMUNDHAM.-On Sunday, Feb
ruary 28th, pastor W. H. Berry preached 
three sermons to good congregations in 
connection with the second anniversary 
of the re-opening of the chapel. 
Amongst the announcements given at 
these services, brother Berry stated 
that 11, local builder had been instructed 
the previous evening to proceed with 
the work of renovating and re-seating 
the meeting-house. On Thursday, Me.rob 
3rd, a pnblic tea was provided, and a 
considerable number attended. In the 
evening the pastor presided, brother J. 
Fuloher offered devotional exeroieee, 
and Poul-stining addresses were given 
by brethren W. F. Edgerton (Rattles
den), S. B. Stocker (Stowmarket), and 
J. W. Saunders. Some good old hymns 
were sung, and Miss Mallet presided at 
the oriran. During the day the Suffolk 
and Norfolk Aesooiation Ministers' 
Conference met at Saxmundham; and 
at the oloee of the evening meeting 
pastor W. F. Edgerton proposed, and 
pastor J. W. Saunders (secretary) 
seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to 
the Saxmundham friends for their 
most liberal hospitality. Brother 
Uerry, in responding, said he had 
thrown the m8'.tter upon the people, 
and they had vied one with the other 
ae to who oould do the most, and even 
outsiders had sent help. A very euo
oessful meeting terminated with the 
Benediction. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION (PBOVI• 
DENCE CHAPEL).-On February 14th 
and 16th we held our Sunday-eohool 
anniversary, and it proved to be very 
suooeeeful. Pastor R. E. Beare preached 
an excellent sermon from the words, 
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might." A large 
oongregation was present. In the 
afternoon our pastor conducted a young 
people's service, the chapel being filled 
to itd utmost capacity. At this meeting 
the junior eoholars received their prizes. 
At the evening service pastor Frank 
Fells gave a splendid discourse from 
2 Sam. ix. 3. On Tuesday afternoon 

pastor Colle, of Tring, preached a help
ful sermon from Zech. iv. 2, 3, to an 
excellent congregation, after whioh 
over 170 sat down to tea in the school
room, and afterwards a pnblic meeting 
was held, presided over by Mr. John 
Upsdale. Mr. Dean (West Hill) 
invoked the Divine blessing. The 
secretary of the school read the annual 
repoot, which was most enconraging, 
the number of scholars being 300; the 
average attendance was excellent; 
officers and teachers numbered 22. All 
were members of the Church. In the 
Scripture examination (Bo.ttersea. aux
iliary), in connection with the Sund-'Y· 
school Union, Ivy Bliss carried off first 
prize in the upper middle division (1st 
Claes). Lydia Jordan was successfnl in 
a competition for the beet written essay 
upon the Sunday - school excursion, 
offered by an enterprising looal news
paper of a five shilling volume, open to 
children of Batteree,. and Clapham. 
The school had been visited by Mr. R. 
C. Striokeon and Mr. David Morling. 
Our scholars have contributed during 
the year :£6 ls. 4d. towards missionary 
work. The total receipts amounted to 
:£-H 13s. 9¾d. ; the expenditure amounted 
to :£37 4s. I0¼d,, leaving a balance on 
the right side of :£4 Bs. ll½d, Mr. Coils 
stirred the meeting with a splendid 
address on "Christian Heroism." Mr. 
Ackland gave some sound advice, and 
the qualifioations or a "Christian," 
giving eaoh letter a motto. Mr. C. W. 
Sears gave an eloquent address on" The 
fear of man briugeth a snare" (Prov. 
xxix. 25), which oontnined profit for all 
workers in God's vineyard. Pnetor R. 
E. Sears, assisted by the superintendent, 
presented the prizes to the elder 
scholars. Several eoholo.rs go.ve recita
tions. Special hymns and anthems 
were sung by the soholo.rs e.nd choir, 
and reflected great credit 11110n the 
painstaking tuition of Mr. E. G. Mo.rsh, 
organist. We were pleaeeJ to see a 
large number of old Roholars present. 
Colleotione amounted to :£12 2d. Our 
pastor was privileged to bo,ptize two 
during the year from the school. We 
are pre.yin~ for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spint upon our lo.bours.-MOR· 
DAUNT w. KEEDLE, Hou. Seo., 121, 
Alllarthing-laue, S.W. 

CANNING TOWN (" PROVIDENCE," 
SllIBLEY-BTBEET).-The second anni
versary of the Sunday-school in oon• 
nection with the above place or worship 
was held on Sunday, Februo.ry Hth. 
when E. P. Baldwin (of Limehouse) 
preached two sermons-in the morning 
from l Sam. iv. 9, o.nd in the evening 
from John xv. lG. In the afternoon our 
good brother Hall addressed the chil
dren from the words, "And the Lord 
called Samuel." Ou 'fuesday evening 
following the services were continued. 
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Mr. Moule (of Soho) took the chair and 
presided over one of the largest meet
mgs we have s,en in this place of wor
ship. The meeting was commenced by 
the singing of the hymn, "In J esu's 
name we gathe1·," after which the 
chairman read Phil. iv. and called upon 
deacon Langham to &Ek the Divine 
blessing upon our gathering. The 
secretary's report showed that during 
the past year the school had made great 
progress, both in teachers and scholars, 
teachers numbering 6 and scholars 84, 
with an average attendance of 70, this 
being an increase of 40 for the year. It 
showed financially e. debt of 4s. 9!d. to 
the tree.surer. The collection was ta.ken, 
amounting to :£216~., for which we a.re 
thankful. Mr. Morgan gave us an 
encouraging address, be.sing his remarks 
upon Gen. xlviii. 16, and Mr. Baldwin 
from Luke xxiv. 40. A number of 
children received rewards for regular 
attendance, after rendering recitations 
and singing. The chairman then drew 
from Phil. iv. 8 e. motto for each day in 
the week. The closing hymn, "Now 
the happy day is closing," was then 
sung, and the chairman brought this 
most pleasant and successful meeting 
to e. close by prayer, asking the Lord's 
guide.nee and blessing for the school. 

HOUNSLOW (ZOAR,8TAINES-ROAD). 
-The e.nnne.l winter gathering of the 
Sabbath-school took place on Me.rob 
2nd, when about 200 of the children 
came, also 23 of the mothers, and these, 
together with friends, filled up every 
corner of the chapel, gallery and vestry 
too. After tee. the service commenced 
at 6.30, Mr. Mutimer, of Brentford, 
occupying the chair, and the hymn, 
"Lord, how delightful 'tis to see," was 
sung, and it was e. delightful sight to 
see that every inch of chapel and 
gallery too was occupied. After the 
reading of e. i;ortion of God's Word and 
prayer, the year's report of the many 
mercies of God in providence and grace 
was given. This was followed by con
cise and cheerful remarks by brother 
Mutimer. During the evening other 
hymns were sung and fifteen recitations 
given by the children, and also addresses 
by bretbren W. E. Jones and W. G. 
Dann, which were well received. Mr. 
Burt, Sunday School Union representa
tive, an old and always e. well-received 
visitor, gave e. few words of good cheer. 
The singing of the Doxology closed e. 
very happy meeting.-A. JEFFS. 

CROYDON (SALEM, WINDMILL· 
ROAD).-New Year's meeting was held 
on February 10th. Afternoon service 
commenced at 3.30. There was a fair 
e.ttendance1_ oon~idering the inclement 
weather. Mr. T. Jones was much sete.t 
liberty in preaching from 2 Cor. v. 6. 
Tea was provided at 5.15, to which a 

good number sat down. The evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr. W. 
Harris, who read and commented on 
Psalm xcvii. Brother J. Se.viii sought 
the Divine blessing. Addresses were 
iriven by brother A. H. Wright on 
Deut. xxxiii. 27; brother H. De.dswell, 
John ii. 21; brother E. Beecher next 
directed our attention to the love of 
Christ, as set forth in Ephes. ii.; 
brother T. Jones based his remarks 
upon "I know that my Redeemer 
liveth.'' and our pastor concluded with 
e. few words upon Isa. xiv. 3. We have 
much ea.use for the.nkfuldess. - T. 
ALCORN. 

BERMONDSEY (SPA·ROAD).-Pe.stor 
A. Steele's sixth anniversary was 
observed on Snnda.y, Feb. 28th, and 
Tuesday, Me.rob 1st. On the former day 
two sermons were preached by the 
pastor from Isa. xxvi. 19, and Acts xx. 
28. On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. W.Jeyes 
Styles (Editor of the" E. V. & G. H.") 
preached e. thoughtful sermon from 
Acts xxvi. 22. At the public meeting in 
the evening e. goodly number of friends 
attended. Our esteemed and kind
hea.rted friend, F. J. Catchpole, Esq., 
presided, and ta.ctfully oondnoted the 
meeting. Brother Debnam, of Nunhea.d, 
prayed. The pastor gave e. short outline 
of the year's work, noticing the blessing 
of the Lord on the word preached, 
resulting in the be.ptizingof three youn~ 
men and two young women. He referred 
to the fa.et that there would have been 
11, eixth, but the dear young friend was 
called home ere she could follow her 
Lord in the way of His ordinance. Two 
he.d been received by dismission from 
sister Churches. He gratefully acknow
ledged the help received of God duri!lg 
the year, and testified to the oord1al 
relations between himself and the 
Church. The ohe.irme.n me.de some wise 
and helpful remarks on 2 Peter i. 4. The 
speakers then addressed the meeting in 
the following order :-Brother A. J. 
Voysey (Isa. xxx. 21); brother R. E. 
Sears (Pee.. xlvi. 4) ; brother T. _Jones 
(Ephes. iii. 8) ; brother E. M 1to~ell 
(Rev. xxii. 17). The oong~ego.t10!1 
evinced by their earnest attention their 
appreciation of these intere~ting: and 
spirituo.l addresses. A plee.smg mter
lude occurred during the evening, when 
brother He.II, graoefully alluding to the 
assiduity of the pastor's wife, presented 
her, on behalf of the Church, with 11o 
handsome gold broooh. The pastor 
voiced her thanks, and eubseq uently 
acknowledged his sense of the favour 
done him by the ohe.irme.n, the speakers, 
and the many friends who had oomP 
from far and near to sympathise witll 
him in hie work. The oolleotions ta.ken 
at the meeting, and on the Sunday! 
realized :£16 10s. Praise the Lord for a.I 

I Hie mercies. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 127 

CHADWELL STREET (MOUNT 
ZION).-'fhe 8th annual meeting of the 
open-air mission was held in the chapel 
on Thursday, March 3rd, the pastor pre
siding. A report of the past year's work 
was read by the secretary, .. nd helpful 
and encoura.!l'ing addreeses were de
livered by pastor E. Marsh, and brethren 
W. S. Baker, J. G. Mackenzie, and W. 
Prior. The cash statement by the 
trea~urer sbewed at what a sma.ll cost a 
good work of this kind may be carried 
on by those who love our Lord and 
Master, who Himself came to see.k and 
to sa.ve them that were lost -G. A. 
BECKETT, Mission Secretary.-ln COD· 
nection with our Bible-class a very in
teresting lecture was given on " The 
Life of 'Ulrich Zwingle," by pastor J.E. 
Flegg, on Tuesdav evening, March 15th, 
at 8 c'olook, at 71, White Lion-street, 
the chair being taken by our pastor, Mr. 
E. Mitchell. The lecture was most in
teresting and instructive. He gave the 
main events of Zwingle"s life, shewing 
that he eJ:hibited a broad mindedness 
far in advance of the 11,ge in which he 
lived. Ria !ire's work was constructive, 
rather than deAtruotive. He attacked 
error by dissiminating the trutb.-D. H. 

MAIDS TON E. -On Wednesday, 
Ma.rob 9th, services were held in 
"Providence" Chapel, Mote-road, to 
further the object of enlarging the 
Sunday-sohool, and re-seatin,:r and im
proviag the chapel. In theafteracon a 
sermoa was preached by A. J. Veysey, 
of Lewisham, from Isa. xl. 31, dwelling 
largely upon the grand privileges and 
blessings resulting from waiting upon 
the Lord. In the evening a pnblic 
meetin1r was held, when addresses of o.n 
encouraging oh1r.raoter were given by 
Messrs. Veysey, Day, Brooker, and 
Armstro11g, each of them wishing us 
suooeBB in our .ifforts to improve our 
sa.notnary. The secretary read the 
financial report, and annonaoed at the 
olOBeof themeetiag, tha.t, with promiaes 
and amounts previously collected and 
during the da.y,the eum amounted to .£95. 
Our oha.pel stands very mnoh in aeed of 
the contemplated repairs, which will 
cost about £300. Any help towa.rds the 
undertaking will be meet thaakfolly 
received by E. Wa.gon, 6, Melville-road; 
G. Browa, 34, Stone-street; and by the 
Secretary, H. J. Walter, SS, Upper 
Stone-street, Maidstoae. 

SHOULDHAM STREET BENE
VOLENT SOCIETY.-Our annna.l meet
ing was held on January l9tb, when we 
were privileged to have a happy and 
profitable time in listening to the help
fnl a.nd encouraging o.ddre!ses given by 
our brethren who came to us. Mr. W. 
Goodley occupied the cha.ir, and after 
Mr. Wa.kelin, of Hill-street, engaging in 
pra.yer, read Pea. lu:xiv. and part of 

Matt. IJ:V. Some suitable remarks con
cerning our work followed, and the 
report having been read by our pastor, 
Mr. T. Jones spoke on·• The Compa.ssiou 
of J esns," the depth and bresdth of i e. 
Mr. Brown, God's Word as an authority 
for our work. Our great EJ:empla.r 
•· wentabontdoinggood." His motive:
Love; loveless work is Christless work. 
His object :-Salvation of •ouls, an 
impetus to service. His method:
Practical help in scattering the seed, 
and in visiting, comforting, and 
sympathising with the distresaed. Mr. 
J.E. Flegg, the name of our S()oiety, 
"Benevolent." signifying goodwill, 
formed the be.sis of some very helpful 
remarks on Dent. J:J:J:iii. 16." ·Che good
will of Him who dwelt in the bush." 
He who values most thenlva.tiou of hi• 
own soul will value the souls first of 
bis own household, and then of those 
around. Our beloved pastor. in con
clusion, spoke a very few l\nrl helprul 
words on being "In touch·• with the 
Lord, and in His servioe through love to 
Him. The collection, in ~pite of a thin 
gathering, was good, for which we are 
grateful, and are encouraged to con
tinue in the work of the Lord. knowing 
our labour is not in vain in the Lord.
A. H. 

SAXMUNDHAM.-On Tuesday, Wed
nesda.y and Thursday, Me.rob rnth, 16tb 
and 17th, pastor H. D. Tooke conducted 
evangelistic services at the Baptist 
Ohapel, Sumundh11,m. Soul-stirring 
addreeaee were delivered to appreoiati ve 
congregations. 

PORTSMOUTH (REHOBOTH, 
TERWICK·BTllEll:T).-011 March 7th, a 
tes w11,a given to 165 scholars and 
parent• of the abJve school, nfter whioh 
a comfortable evening was •pent. Mr. 
O. W. Spratt presided. Mr. J. S. Jordan 
engaged in prayer. Before doing so he 
announced that the Lord ha.cl 11,gain in
clined the heart of a gentlemo.n to send 
11• a donation of £1, which was very 
encouraging, j 11st as the funds were low. 
Mr. C. A. Prichard, superintendent, 
welcomed the parents who were present 
in our midst. He said the words which 
were most on his mind were these, 
"Thou hast done well that thou art 
oome," and he hoped they would prove 
true t , those prosen t. No doubt, said 
he, some of you mothers oan look baok 
to the time when you were scholars at 
Sunday-sohool, and why do you not now 
attend the services of the Sanctuary 'I 
We want you to feel at home here, and 
come again. It was well to ho.ve a guid
ing principle in our lives, and we trust 
God may guide you to thi• plo.oe again 
and again, keep you through life, and 
suffer not your feet to be moved. 
Several speo1al hymns were sung by the 
sohola.rA, and pieoes reoited after a few 
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words from the chairman, and the hymn 
•· God be with you," &c., and the Bene
diction brought a pleasant evening to a 
close.-JoHN S. JORDAN, Hon. Secretary. 

_HOXNE.-Friends from Stoke Ash, 
R1shangles and Occold joined with the 
friends at Hoxne, on February 4th, for 
the monthly united prayer-meeting. A 
large number of friends attended. Mr. 
Hitchcock presided. Earnest prayers 
were offered and helpful addresses were 
given by Mr. Hitchcock and our pastor, 
Mr. Lock. 

GURNEY ROAD, CHAPEL, 
STRATFORD, E. 

53, Borthwick-road, Stratford, E., 
March 16th, 1904. 

]l~y DEAR BROTHER,-After being 
obliged to consult my physician again, 
I have been compelled to lay down the 
oversight of the Church at Gurney
road. The enclosed letter from the 
Church will speak for itself as to how 
this has been done, 

While the bond~ of official relation
ship mu~t be severed, those of Christie.n 
love and fellowship he.ve been drawn 
the tighter by the way in which the 
Chnrch he.ve received my resigne.tion; 
e.nd the conscionsness of a living interest 
in the pre.yera " one of e.nother" softens 
the parting after ten yee.rs' fellowship 
in le.hour, e.nd inspires the hope the.t 
ere long e. fe.ithfnl pe.stor will be pro
vided for the flock,and 11, door opened 
of the Lord for myself in His service. 

Hoping for e.n interest in your 
prayers to this end, and remembering 
with gre.titode your persone.l kindness 
during my e.ffliction, both to myself e.nd 
His Church at Gurney-road, 

I reme.in, dee.r brother, 
Yours in best bonds, 

EBENR, MARSH. 
Mr, W. J eyes Styles. 

March 16th, 1904. 
MY IIELOVED p ASTOR,-! 11,m desired 

to convey to you the result of the Church 
~eeting on Monday evening, the 14th 
mst., and I can assure you it is with 
deep regret that neoessity is le.id upon 
me. It is needless for me to se.y with 
wbe.t profound regret e.nd sorrow your 
resignation was received by the Cburob 
assembled, and it was 11, most pe.infol 
ordeal for the whole body to be.Vil to 
come to a decision in the me.tter, but 
having regard to e.ll the ciroumste.nces 
which led to a fine.I decision-in love to 
you, for your work's se.ke, for you 
personally, for your beloved wife e.nd 
family, the Church most ijOrrowfully 
acquiesce in your desire. They oe.nnot 
but reco~nise the gre.vity of your 
physicians report.-viz., that "unless 
this second warning is heeded the oon
sequences will be most serious," e.nd to 
press from you a withdrawal or your 

resignation, and a oontinne.noe or the 
stre.in, they would be (almost crimin
ally) responsible for what miJ!'ht 
happen. The Church fully appreciate 
the motive which has prompted this 
step, and the.t you e.re e.cting from 
bonestoonviction; that yon seek rather 
the good of the people than your own, 
and m~st believe with yon that, under 
snob 01rcnmste.nces, the Lord will ce.re 
for His servant, e.nd while clo6ing one 
door, will e.ssuredlyopen another. It is 
also e. mntual console.tion, tbe.t having 
enjoyed for ten years an unbroken 
fellowship of peace and goodwill in the 
.M~ster's service, we she.ll pe.rt in pee.ce 
with ee.ch other, e.nd join in un
broken union at the mercy-seat in 
the.nksgivi_ng ! or so much mercy pe.st, 
and supphcat1on for future blessing 
and prosperity in whe.tever sphere of 
labo?r He me.y be plee.sed to ce.ll you to. 

With regard to your anniverse.ry, it is 
the unanimous wish that the arrange
ments ste.nd, with the sincere hope it 
may be a time of epecial blessing. 

The Church, too, expresses the deep 
sense of their gratitude to God for the 
value and work of your dee.r wife, and 
for all she he.a been to them in her 
devotion in each branch of Christie.n 
work and service ; their profound 
sorrow at the prospect of sepe.ration, 
and the deepest sympathy with her in 
the severe trial she is called to endure. 
The words, however, which have rested 
on the bee.rt for you are : '' My peace I 
give unto you: not e.s the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be e.fraid." 
"Tho' dark be my way, since He is my 

Guide, 
'Tis mine to obey, 'tis His to provide.'' etc. 
With every good wish for you, dee.r 

brother, for your dear wife and family, 
and commending you ee.oh to e. faithful 
and wiRe Oree.tor, 

I reme.in aR ever, 
Yours in the best bonds, 

J. H. RIDER, Church Seo. 
Gurnoy-roo.d Strict o.nd Particalo.r 

Baptist Ohurch. 

P.S.-In regard to the date (July 3rd, 
1904) you ne.me for your ministry to 
terminate, the Churoh desires to leave 
it to your option unreservedly, If it 
would be more convenient for you to 
extend the time, it will, however (for 
our oonvenienoe in regard to the matter 
of booking supplies), be helpful for ns 
to know your mind as soon as con-
venient to you.-J. H. R. 

To Mr. Ebenezer Marsh. 
L Whilst regretting that the severenoe 

of the bond should be neoesse.ry, it is 
gre.tifying to note the.t ties of Christie.n 
fellowship abide. May the ge.p made lly 
the remove.I of our brother be soon filled 
by e. pastor as loving and energetic, e.nd 
ere long a door be opened to brother 
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!'farsh, whose health.!. we rejoioe to say, ' all profession if inwrought experience 
1s now good.-J. E. J!',] be wanting; and that a profession of 

__ the religion of Christ may be me.de, 
p RE Ac HIN G T O T HE while ~he professors remain still un~er 

the claims of the law. If love to Christ 
UN CONVERTED. and His spiritual disciples be wanting, 

BY THE LATE MB. JOHN STEVENS. the chief evidence of the true Christian 
IT is often intimated that ministers who 
a.re opposed to the exhortation eystem, 
as mainte.ined by many, do not preach 
to sinners. By such insinuations it is 
not intended to say that their auditories 
are constituted of innocent persons; 
therefore, it must be allowed that 
either do they not preach at all, or that 
they preach to sinners; the former can
not be proved, therefore the latter must 
be the fact, and the insinuation must be 
false. Christ is certe.inly preached by 
those censored ministers as the suitable, 
the necessary, the only, and the all
sufficient Saviour. And while Christ is 
preached, though He be not offered on 
req ui:red terms, the hand of the Lord 
accompanies the preaching, and many 
are turned to the Lord, It was thus in 
the beginning, it is the same in our own 
times. How should it be otherwise, 
since God has chosen it shall be thus? 
The hand of the Lord determines the 
degree, as well as the reality of the 
sucoess. 

Some have affirmed that we have 
nothing to eay to sinners. whereas, we 
have nothing to say to any but sinners. 
We do not speak to the carnal of their 
ability, bot of their weakness ; we 
rather deolare what they oannot do, 
than what they oan do ; though, with 
proper distinotions, we sorople not to 
eay some things even on what they oan 
do. For though they oan do nothing 
spiritual a.coeptable to God, or that has 
any promise of salvation annexed to it ; 
yet they oan do many things useful to 
men, to good men, and to the oauee of 
God ; nor will snob oondoot he without 
some advante.gee to themselves; we do 
not, however, speak of their inability as 
to excuse them from the Inflexible 
claims of God's holy law. Natural men 
are usually confident of their ability; 
we endeavour to beat down their tower
ing notions on that head by the demands 
of law and the provision of the Goepel. 
We do not find all natural men alike; 
some have a theoretic knowledge of the 
law and the Goepel ; they really believe 
the leading truths which we are com
missioned to preach. Of these, some 
are for reckoning themselves Christiane 
indeed, We insist upon it, that if any 
man have not the Spirit of Obrist, he is 
no true diaoiple of His. We plead that 
spiritual faith and knowledge are ao
oompanied with unfeigned humility 
and love; and that faith, without 
evangelioal works, is dead. Others of 
them disola.im all pretenoe to being 
true Christiane. To euoh we aim un
reservedly to show the nothingness of 

oharaoter is not there. "Without love," 
says Paul. " I am nothing." 

THE WORD '' BAPTIZE." 
BAPTISTS AND THE BIBLE SOCIETY. 

IT is well known that for many years 
the relations between the British and 
Foreign Bible Society and British Bap
tists nave not been of a satisfactory 
nature, owing to the refusal of the 
Society to supply versions of the Scrip
tures in whioh the Greek word "bap
tize" and its cognates are translated 
into what the Baptists considered the 
proper equivalents of foreign languages. 
To this dissatisfaction was due the 
formation of the Bible Translation 
Society, an auxiliary of the Baptist 
Missionary Sooiety. 

For some time there has, however, 
been in many quarters a desire for 
more oordi&l co-operation, and a.n 
arra.ngeme::it bas been come to in 
Madras which may have that effect. 
With the oonourrenoo of the authorities 
of the Bible House in London, the pro
posal has been accepted bv the Amerioan 
and Canadian Baptist missionaries 
labouring in Southern India to trans
literate the Greek word into the text 
with a reading of "or immerse" in the 
margin. Five thousand copies of the 
Telugu Revised New Testament have 
been ordered from the Bible Society, 
thus obviating the necessity of using 
a separate version. 

British Baptists have always con
tended that the duty of the translator, 
irrespeoti ve of all external oonsidem
tione, is simply to translate, and not to 
transliterate. 

We understand that representatives 
of the Baptist Missionary Society and 
the Bible Translation Sooiety have been 
appointed to ooneider the present eitua
tion.-Ckrialia11 IVo·rld. 

CHANCES OF HEAVEN. 
CUUATE BAYB "DIBBENTEUS MAY GET 

THERE," 
A GOOD deal of oritioism has been 
evoked in Yarmouth by the extra
ordinary utterances of a Church of 
England clergyman on the subjeot of 
Nonoonformiets' hopes of heaven, 

The Rev. J. Vioars Foote, of Upper 
Teddington

6
ie doing_temporary duty at 

St. Jamee' huroh, Yarmouth, and has 
been delivering a series of lectures on 
Biblical subjects. 

The rainbow was the subject of bis 
latest leoture, and il1 the oourse of his 
remarks he ma.de reference to Dean 
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Fe.rre.r's work, "Eternal Hope," and 
observed that they could not but hope 
that all "Dissentere," who were 
struggling to iret to e. safe haven out
side the true Catholic Church, might 
possibly be saved. 

Althoug-h they were clearly outside 
the covenanted mercies of God, they 
were doing good probably in e.n 
irregular sort of we.y, and had broken 
away from the Anglican branch of the 
Catholic Church, having tumbled over 
the bulwarks of the old Catholic ship, 
and, like St. Paul's shipwrecked crew, 
were trying to reach the eternal haven 
on broken pieces of board and ere.eked 
cockle-shells and makeshift ere.ft of 
their own. 

Clearly God's Holy Spirit was with 
them in e. Eense, and it was just possible 
that, after all, they might De saved-at 
least, he hoped such would be the case. 
-Daily Paper. 

A HYMN AND ITS HISTORY. 
"O Lord, I would delight in Thee, 

And on Thy care depend; 
To Thee in every trouble flee, 

My best, my only Friend." 
Taus, e.s most of us know, commenoes 
Dr. Ryland's beautiful hymn on trust
ing in God. At the time it we.a written 
he was engaged to e. young lady, whom 
he fondly loved. She we.a taken with 
a dangerous sickness. Filled with e.n• 
guish, he called to enquire about her, 
and was told if he would call in half an 
hour he would hear the opinion of the 
doctors, who were then holding a con
sultation. He retired to e.n empty 
house, then under repair, and taking e. 
piece of slate wrote thereon the words 
that have since been the comfort of 
thousands of God's tried children :-

.. When all cren.ted streams are dried, 
Thy fulnesH is the same; 

Me.y I with this be satisfied, 
And glory in Thy name I 

No good in creatures can be found 
But may be fonnd in Thee; 

I must have all tbinge, and abonnd, 
While God is God to me." 

The lady, however, recovered. They 
were married, and lived happily to
gether for seven years, when she was 
removed by death. 

The sweetest spiritual songs have 
been " songs in the night." Out of the 
lion of tribulation comes the houey of 
consolation. So our sorrow is turned 
into joy. 

RESIGNATION. 
Oun dear brother, CornelinA Ade.ms, 
after thirty years' continuouR service e.t 
Rehoboth Chapel, Riding HonAe-etreet, 
Cavendish-square, has been compelled 
by age and infirmity to resign his 
pastorate. He he.• been enabled to 
maintain the ministry of the truth of 
God in the vicinity of All Saints' 

Church, Margaret-street, the West End 
centre of fashionable and aggressive 
Ritualism. Never, perhaps, e. conspicu
ous light, he he.a ever been e. shining 
one, e.nd well sustained the little ea.use 
which was established by John Wig
more, long years a.go. Not only has he 
commanded genera.I respect by his con
sistent and savoury testimony, but he 
has manifested the re.re ability of 
me.king and maintaining many personal 
friends who love and esteem him for 
his work's and for his own sake. His 
" record is," me.inly, in heaven, but--

"Full many a lark, high towering toward 
the sky, 

Unheard, unheeded, greets the ap
proach of light : 

Full many a star, unseen by mortal 
eye, 

Glimmers in bright refulgence through 
the nigut," 

A few friends-with the warm ea.no
tion of our dear brethren Grey Hazle• 
rigg and C. Remington-a.re trying to 
secure him some help, which, e.t his age 
(76), is almost imperative. W. J. S. 

HANDS ACROSS THE SEA. 
WINIFRED BOOTH, the wife of the 
superintendent of the Strict Baptist 
Mission, writes:-

" Loving thoughts, loving hearts, e.nd 
loving hands worked hard, and the re
sult was e. box pa.eked full of gifts for 
the little ones in the S.B.M. schools, 
which reached us ten days before Christ
mas. We thank yoa, dear friends, one 
and all. There a.re many we.ye of giving 
to the Master, and not by e.ny means the 
lee.et of them is in joy to the bee.rt of e. 
little child. Where every gift we.a PO 
suitable, it is difficult to mention any 
pe.rticnle.rly. The liberal supply of 
clothing was very welcome. There were 
over 400 children to provide for, and 
every one of them he.d e. garment. The 
toye, dolls, picture-books, beade, writing 
and sewing me.terialP, drawing elates, 
etc., gave more delight than oe.n be de
sorihed." 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE 97th Annual Meeting will (D.V,) 
be held on Monday afternoon, May 2nd, 
e.t 5 o'clock, in the Mansion Honse, by 
kind permission of the Right Hon. the 
Lord Mayor. Genera.I Sir William 
Stirling, K.C.B., R.A., will preside, sup
ported by the Dean of Peterborough, Sir 
Douglas Fox, C.E., J.P., e.nd Messrs. A. J. 
Baxter, E. Mitchell, E. Re.wlinge, Eeq., 
e.nd W. J. Parks, Esq. Tiokets can be 
obtained e.t the office. 

• • . 
The fine.noial year whioh closed on the 

!llst nit., he.a been one of much stress and 
anxiety, theste.l{ne.tion of trade, the con
tinued wet weather, e.nd the genera.I 
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unsettlement having a.ffeoted the income 
of the Sooiety, yet notwithstanding all, 
onr faithful, oovenant•keeping God has 
enabled the Committee to meet all the 
claims made upon the Institution and 
to disburse pensions a.moon ting to more 
than in any previous year. ·.· 

Colleotions after sermons are a 
valuable source of income, and the Com
mittee a.re thankful to record an in
crease in the number. However small 
the result may be, an annual appeal 
from the pulpit is most helpful, for by 
this means the work of the Society is 
kept well to the front, and abiding 
personal interest evoked. If every 
Churoh having members upon the 
pensions would help in this matter, 
muoh good would result. Doring the 
pa.et three months colleotions have been 
ma.de at Eastbourne, Kilburn, Birken
head, Bromley, Maney, Ha.stings. Guild
ford, Wood Green,Kingston-on-Thames, 
Hitohin. Harborne, Peterboro', War
boys, Bermondsey, Tyldesley, and 
Billerioa.y. . . . 

The friends at Enon Chapel, Wool
wich, have a.gain held their Annual 
Meeting on behalf of the Sooiety, with 
most satisfactory results. Mr. A. 
Boulden presided. Addresses were given 
by the Secretary of the Society, and 
Pa.,tor E. White and Mr. T. Henson. 
This gathering does mnoh to ']nioken 
interoet in the neighbourhood in the 
Society's work, and the Committee truly 
appreciate the aid thns given. . . . 

The new Quart•rly Ruortl is now in 
oironlation. It preaents an interesting 
illustrated ohroniole of the work and 
needs of the Institution. Oopies will be 
forwarded on application. . . 

• 
The following extract from a recent 

letter from a pensioner in Shetland will 
interest our readers. The writer is an 
old sailor, aged 71 ; his health has 
broken down, and all he oan do is a little 
fishing; tract d istribntion he carries on 
when able to do so:-'" I shall never be 
able, the few short days I am here, to 
praise the Lord enough for what He has 
done for me and mine-poor, unworthy 
ones-in moving our cold and hard 
hearts, and, in onr helplessness, keeping 
a roof over our heads. I bad not one 
penny in my humble home when the 
last remitta.noe oa.me from yonr blessed 
Sooiety; it pnt us ~11 right, for I and 
my sister and my poor bedridden wife 
were indeed in need. The Lord's hand 
was in it." Snob a oommunication 
reveals the urgency of the oases the 
Society ministers to, and is a forcible 
rlea for help from all whose hearts a.re 
drawn to the Lord's aged poor for His 
sake. 

Mas. w. H. ABBA.HAMS (WOOLWICH). 

Our sister was the second daughter of 
Mr. J. Diaper, deaoon and snperinten• 
dent of the School at Stowmarket, 
Suffolk. She wa.s brought to 11, know
ledge of the Lord nuder the ministry of 
our brother, Mr. J. Clark. She removed 
to Woolwich in 1863. The ministry of 
Mr. Uhas. Box, at'' Enon," was blessed 
to her. She was ba.ptized, and joined the 
Church in 186!, She at once became a. 
Snnday-sohool teacher, and for thirty
five years was assistant superintendent 
with her husband. She loved God's 
house, and was present a.t every service, 
unless through illness she was pre
vented. She took an active part in a.II 
the institutions of the Cburoh for many 
yea.re. At the end of July of last year 
she was taken very seriously ill, and for 
six months suffered intense pa.in. At 
times she was very depressed in her 
mind, with alternating gleams of 
brightnese, when passages of the Word 
were greatly enjoyed, suoh as Isa. xiii. 
6. Often she prayed the Lord would 
raise her up to usefulness again or take 
her to h~r heavenly home. A s_peoialist 
was consulted on her oase in January, 
and he advised her removal to St. 
Thomas's Hospite.l that an operation 
might be performed, e.nd gave every 
hope of her recovery, but this was not 
God's will. She sank sweetly asleep on 
Feb. 15th, 190!. Her last hours were spent 
repeating portions of the Word of God, 
and singing softly to herself some or 
the hymns sht! loved. She told her 
hnsba.nd she wanted to go to her 
heavenly home, just before hH 
departure there. We buried her at 
Charlton Cemetery, on Feb. 20th. A 
large number of the Churoh members, 
friends who had known her, ~leo the 
teaohers of the Sunde.y-sohool with 
their scholars followed her to the grave. 
The pastor, whose visits she had muoh 
enjoyed, with her brother-in-law, Mr. 
H. F. Griffen, oonduoted the eervioe. 
Thus with words of hope and comfort, 
with songs of praise, we laid her body 
to rest in the keeping of her Se.viour, 

"Until tho otornal tlay •hall dawn, 
Anti all •hn,tlows lloo awny.'' 

-EDWIN WHITE, 

CHARLES LONGLEY, 

oalled to his eternal rest on Jan. J.ith, 
at the age of 92 yee.rs. He was reoeived 
into the fellowship of the Churoh at 
Gurney-road, Stratford, in Oot., 1887 
(from the Churoh at Speldhurst-road, 
under the _pastoral oa.re ot the late 0. W. 
Banks). From a long and honourable 
membership with the Church on earth 
he has joined the ransomed host above. 
Comforted in his latter days by the 
loving help of the Aged Pilgrims' 
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Friend Society, he was ever grateful for 
th~ yisits of Christian friends, and that 
spmt of thankfulness was with him to 
the last. His mortal remains were 
interred by his pastor (E. )farsh), in 
West Ham Cemetery on Jan. 20th. His 
memory is " blessed." 

WILLIAM 9HAMBERS, 
till recently minister of the Baptist 
Chapel, Thame, Oxon., was born in 
Clerkenwell, in January, 1843. His 
family were associated with the Chnrch 
at Spencer-place, Goswell-road, then 
nnder the charge of Mr. Peacock, of 
blessed memory, and he became thesub
j~ct of grace, and was baptised early in 
hfe, by our late brother J. S. Anderson 
who officiated for the pastor, who wa~ 
aged and in failing health. His 
temperament being energetic, he soon 
oonnected himself with the Sunday
school, and won nniversal respect by 
his kindliness and assiduity. In his 
cousin, Eleanor Chambers, one of the 
sweetest and most saintly of women 
whom he married in 1863, he found ~ 
true and congenial helpmeet, and they 
both continued active and respected 
members of Spencer-place during the 
pastorates which followed Mr. 
Peacock's death, till in the early days of 
the ministry of Rev. Philip Gast, they, 
for some reason, deemed it right to dis
sociate themselves from the quaint old 
Sanctuary, which was dear to them, 
e.nd for a short time time were con
nected with a struggling little com
mnnity, which was endeavouring to 
est~blish itself in Lower Holloway. 
This was in 1868, at about which time 
the desire first came to him to preach 
Christ's Gospel, though, for prudential 
reasons, he continued his secular avoca
tion, serving the Lord with fair accept
ance, as opportunities offered, for a 
lengthened period. In 1889, after 
twenty-six years of union, his wife was 
taken from him, but so far from yield
ing to depression and despondencv, he 
songht admission into the Pas·tors' 
College. Here he pursued the prescribed 
course of study, though forty-five years 
of age, and was known among his 
fellow-students as "Father" Chambers, 
!'n account of what was, doubtless, an 
involuntary and unconscious assump
tion of the dignity and seniority, which 
were perfectly natural, and in harmony 
with the period of lire at which he had 
arrived. Any of his fellow-students, 
however, retain kindly and appreciative 
recollections of the patient and plod
ding brother, who strove so hard to 
aoqnire the knowledge which he coveted 
in spite of difficulties which must have 
been formidable. On leaving college, 
he accepted the charge of a Church at 
Newoa.stle, Staffordshire, a.nd wisely 
chose, as his second wife, Miss Arlidge, 
with whom he beca.me a.cquainted when 
ministering a.s a student-pa.star at the 

Tabernacle, Hayes, after the removal 
of Mr. John Wild, and the disbandment 
of the former Church, His pastorate at 
the Midland town, like those that 
followed at Shoreham and New 
Romney were of short duration, and in 
1901, he was led to the conviction that 
a C~urch of the faith and order of the 
Str1ot and Particular Baptists would 
prove his most congenial sphere of 
labour, and he accepted the oversight of 
t~e Cau~e at Thame, which since the 
time of its honoured pastor, Mr. Clarke, 
~f . ~addenham, had been greatly 

mm1shed and brought low." Here, in 
1~03, he commenced to labour with all 
his former eagerness. till an accident 
caused. an internal injury, necessitating 
a surgical operation, through which he 
S[!Coumbed, and " was not for God took 
him." 

MRS. LAST. 
It is with deeo sorrow we have to 

record the death· of Mrs. Last, Church 
Farm, Occold, who all her life has been 
connected with our little Baptist Church 
here; _though not a member, a consta.nt 
worshipper. It was through her father 
!l{r. George Sherman, tha.t so. much 
1mp~o'!'emem~nt was made to the chapel, 
he g1v1~g a piece of his garden ground 
so that 1~ was me.de just as large again, 
also at his dee.th he left an annuity for 
t~e Ca:use. Mrs. Sherman, his wife, and 
six ot11ldren are all buried in the family 
va~lt in the chapel, aleo Mrs. Last's 
th_1rd son is buried in the vestry. Many 
friend~ will remember it was through 
her kindness that the last twice the 
Association being held here the tent 
was pit~hed on tbeir meado~, and the 
many kindnesses shown to the different 
friends coming from a distance. Every 
year as our school treat oamt1 round she 
lent us the use of ~he same meadow and 
always came down herself and jo

0

ined 
the ohildre~, giving them presents, and 
a happy smile and word of welcome to 
all. She was with us at our harvest 
thanksgivi~g on Tuesday, October 6th, 
was taken 111 on the following Thurs
day, hut though better at times not able 
to go out again, and after about four 
mon the' suffering fell asleep on January 
29th, All her sons and daughters were 
able to gather around her grave on 
February 2nd, except two daughters 
when she was laid to rest with he~ 
husband and daughter in the ohuroh
y~rd, many f~iends also assembling 
with them, feeling that another link on 
earth was broken, butanother one made 
in the glory land. 
"In tbe clea.rmorningof tbo.totber country 

in pa.ra.dise, 
Witb tbo so.me fa.ce tba.t we loved a.ad 

cherished sbe sba.11 ari ■e : 
Let n• bo pa.tienl, we who mourn wi t!J 

weeping some vanished face 
The Lord ho.• t&ken, but to 'o.dd more 

beo.uty, o.nd a. DiV'ine grace." 
-E.B. 



IT IS WELL. 
BY JOHN HAZELTON. 

"Say ye to the righteous th!l.t it shall be well with him."-lsa. iii. 10. 

" What cheering words are these, their sweetness who can tell? 
In Time and to eternal days, 'ris with the righteous well." 

THIS is part of the message which every Gospel minister has to 
deliver. How much it expresses and involves! It includes the 

blessed fact that, though sinners by nature and practice, our relation lo 
God is now satisfactory ; for it can never be well with any who art> not 
right with Him. If He frowns, it matters not who smiles. If He curses, 
the compliments and sweet assurances of all other beings are of no 
benefit. If His hand i!i uplifted to smite, what shield can protect one 
from the blow ? It includes interest in a power superwr to all adverse 
forces. If these are not held in restraint by a Being mightier than the 
whole of them combined, sooner or later they will prove fatal to our 
well-being. It also involves two great opffrations or processes-one 
without us and the other within us. If, without us, there were that 
which could harm as-if from the throne of God to the counsel-chamber 
of hell, there were an influence which could renlly injure us, a penal evil 
which could fall on us, a devil who could do as he liked with us, 11 

pestilential wind uncontrolled by God which could harm us, or a wicked 
man who could do the evil he desired, it could not be well with the 
righteous. It invulves much that is important within its. It cannot be 
well with a sinner whose heart is unrectified, whose will is rebellious, 
and the whole bias of whose mind is contrary to God. " If God be for 
us, who can be against us ? " and they to whom this refers are also 
"for God;" that is, on the Lord's side and solicitous for His glory. 

P11ssing on, however, our text warrants the llSsertion that wherever a 
l'ig-hteons man is to be found, " it shall be well with him." Let us 
note, on what this delightful trnth is based or depends. 

I. As our starting point, observe that it depends on or flows from 
THE CHARACTER OF Goo. This He has been pleased to depict in His 
Word. On it, therefore, it must be profitable to meditate. 

His beneficence is boundless. He "is good to all." " His tender 
mercies are over e.ll His works." "The eyes of all wait on Him, nnd 
He giveth them their meat in due season." " He giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not." His power is uncontrollable. " None 
ean stay His hand." "He will work, and who shall let it?" His 
/mo-ll'ledge is infinite. " The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good." His acquaintance with His intelligent 
and accountable creatures extends to their innermost thoughts ; and the 
secret and silent cogitations of men, angels, and devils are open to Him. 
"He is righteous in all His ll'ays, and holy in all His works." " He 
will by no means clear the guilty." He conserves the honours _of . His 
throne, and maintains His Law and governs the universe on pnnc1ples 
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of unswerving equity. His u:isdom is faultless. He never erred; 
never needed advice. "With whom took He counsel, and who instructed 
Him and taught Him in the path of judgment?" Yet He is 
"gra,ious and full of compassi,m ; " " Good, and a stronghold in the 
Jay of trouble ; " '' Glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders," yet "the Father of the fatherless and the Judge of the 
widow, in His holy habitation." By connecting and combi~ing these 
and similar statements, we can form some faint ideas of what His 
greatness and glory, His grandeur and His condescension, His majesty 
and His mercy really are, and how His character and our welfare are 
inseparably and uniilterably connected. 

It is impossible to estimate these Divine facts too highly. The 
character of God is the foundation of the well-being and welfare of all 
that are loyal to Him, and especially of the happiness of His chosen 
people. It lies at the basis of all moral distinctions. Evil is evil 
because it is repugnant to His nature ; and goodness is goodness and 
rruth and equity are right because He is essentially and unalterably 
what He has declared Himself to be. Hence sin is "th1:: abominable 
thing that He hates ; " while '' the righteon~ Lord loveth righteous
ness," which accords with His nature, and is necessarily the object of 
His holy approval and affection. 

If this is indeed '' the God we adore, our faithful, unchangeable 
Friend," it follows that with Hie true Israel, "toward whom He hath 
a. favour," it is, it must be " well." 

There are seasons in the experience of almost all God's children 
when things are so dark, perplexing. and involved, that they are driven 
to repose their whole trust and confidence in the unimpeachable character 
of their God. When Providence indulges them they can cry, "The 
lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places ; " "Thy goodness is before 
mine eyes.'' When favoured with softness of heart and very strong and 
tender spiritual feeling, faith is lively and ardent, and they rejoice in 
clear and bright views of His grace. "When some sweet promise 
warms our heart; and cheers us under every care "-some special 
aspect of covenant love, some precious feature of the grace that saves, 
evokes and enforces our praise, and the applied word fills us with hope. 
But amid witliering gourds, failing Rpri11gs, dying friends, painful losses. 
heavy trials, crushing disappointments, del"'yed answers to pr11yer, and 
much inward darknees and depression, Faith's last refuge has to be God 
Himself, the honour of His name, and Hie unchanging faithfulness; 
when if no new song is put in our mouth, we fall back on an old but 
long-loved strain :-

" I trust Hie righteous ohe.racter, Hie collneel, promise, and Hie care.'' 

II. FURTHER, "IT I8 WELL" WITH Goo's CHILDREN BECAUSE OF 
His sUPRElllACY, or the essential fact that He is in government, 
authority, and influence absolutely above the creatures who owe their 
existence to His will and pleasure. 

His supremacy flows from His peculiar relation to all other beings al' 

their Creator and Preserver. They hang on Him. Their preservation 
aud perpetuity depend on His pleasure. In the scale of being therr 
must necessarily be One who is higher than all other inte;:lligences; and 
"of Him and through Him and to Hirn are a1l tliings : to w!1om b0 
glory for ever." 
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If, therefore, we connect His attributes and perfections with His 
s~prema~y, the truth befo:e us is un?hallengeable. Hi~ love, power, 
wisdom, and grace operate m a sphere immeasurably above all opposin?' 
forces: and "whatsoever His soul desireth, even that He doeth." H~ 
has determined to make His people happy according to the measure of 
His infinite resource~. With them, therefore, " It is well." 

III. This gr~at fact again, DE.PENDS ON THE lIEDIA.TION OF JEsus 
CHRIST. Without this, all else would leave a terrible void and blank as 
far as w.i are concerned. 8in has produced disorder. It is a dislocation 
of the moral universe of God, and the moral being of man. Wher~ sin 
is, all is wrong ; where Christ has been, all is right. He is the great 
answer to the question," How God, consistently with His chara~ter, can 
take sinners to His heart and load them with benefits." By Him the 
Law has been magnified; justice satisfied : the otherwise clashing attri
butes of God beau.ifully h'lrmonised ; and bell for ever barred, and 
heaven for ever opened to those for whom He died. He has produced 
order out of confusion, and cleared the premises for the holy display of 
the principles and purposes of sovereign grace. He did not come to 
prevent providential evil, but to put an end to penal evil. He extracted 
the curse from all forms of affliction which can happen to those He loves. 
Death, "the last enemy,'' was the devil's creature, but He has clrnngad 
it into God's servant ; and this offsprmg of sin is thns, tbroni?h Him, 
made subservient to the purposes of His grace. Hence we sing:--

.. If sin be pa.rdoned, I'm secure, Dea.tb ba.tb no sting beside." 

Hence, since no penal evil can touch them, and all that befalls them 
"will work for their good,''" 'tis with the righteous well." 

IV. It is, again, "well" with God's people because of THEm OWN 
RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER. The ideal ruler is a "terror to evil-do~rd" 
and "for the pmise of them that do well." This is pre-eminently trne 
of •· the b'essed and only Potentate." Ho i~ "the ri~hteous Jndg-e.'' 
".Justil!e and judgment are the habitation of His throne." Thcr~fore 
" it is well " with the righteous. 

The righteousness of justification is invnrittbly connected with that 
of sanctification. The former consists of the inherent and intrinsic 
worth of the Saviour's complex Person, drawn ont in acts of livini,r nnd 
progressive obedience when in this world. It is 11bsolute, faultless, and 
commensurate with all the requirements of the great Law-giver and 
Governor of the univerde. It is made over to the elect by imputation or 
transference, and they are thus constituted the righteousness of God in 
Him. This describes their chara iter in God's sight. They Me legnlly 
righteous, acquitted, and declared free from condemnation in the high 
Court of eternal equity. 

Sanctification on the other hand, arises from the infusion of a holy 
principle into the hearts of the redeemed, which, tl1ough it doc3 not 
save them fr.1m moral imperfection, leads to a correspondence betwem 
their character and their conduct. They are not perfect, bnt they 
cannot cordially approve of sin or hate goodness. They have to com
plain, '' My foo; slippeth," but they know that even then, Divine 
"mercy holds them up." Thus they are "made to walk in paths of 
righteousness for His name's sake." 

Hence we have a righteous God in His dealings with a righteous 
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people ; knowing "the way that they take ; " observing them with 
Love's unwearying watchfulness ; and able in all ways to befriend encJ 
be'lefit them. They cry, " Hear the right ; " "Thou knowest that [ 
am not wicked ; " " I am purposed that my mouth shall not trans
gress ; " and, "Let my sentence come forth from Thy presence." To 
such appe&ls " the righteous Lord " who " loveth righteousness " ever
responds, and all that He permits or performs effects their real good. 

After regeneration, after a soul is quickened by the Holy Ghost into• 
spiritual life, nothing but benefits will ever come from God. He may 
"rebuke and chasten," blows may come from His chastening hand, 
sunless days may be followed by gloomy nights, stripping Providences 
may take much away, bnt, returning to our starting-point, the righteous, 

"In every state secure, kept as Jehovah's eye, 
'Tis well with them while life endures, and well when called to die." 

tFrom an unpublished Sermon in John Hopefiil's Nole-boolc.) 

SPIRITUALITY, UNITY, CONCORD. 
BY PASTOR EDWIN WHITE. 

(Concluded from page 110.) 

LET us now turn our attention to another branch of our eubject
UNI'l'Y. 

1. Unity of faith, for, if we are led by the Spirit, He will make our 
faith one ; there will be degrees of faith, but the object will be one, even 
Jesus Christ our J ord, Hie Godhead, His covenant engagements, His 
finished mediatorial work. We shall each be " looking unto Jesus, the 
A.ntbor and Finisher of our faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the Cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of God." The many divergences of faith which are current are 
not taught by the Word of God, nor are they the teaching of the Spirit, 
for He never leads us contrary to the Word, but always to it, and fixes 
oor faith upon it. Here we have an immutable foundation to build 
upon; men's theories constantly are changing, but the faith of God's 
elect never : " This is the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints." It needs no modification or addition, we can live upon it, and 
die reeting upon it; this gave the apostle that courage and tranquility 
of mind in view of a violent death, and from his prison he could write : 
'' For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
band: I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith." He bad kept the one faith amid all the storms of bis rough 
passage heavenwards, and now the port was well in sight to him. 

2. Unity of doctrine. There are diversity of gifts in the proclama
tion of the Gospel, every man in his own order; but let there be one 
uniform note in all our Churches of sovereign grace. We have long 
been known as the upholders of the truth as it is in .Jesus; let us never 
lower the standard and depart from that simplicity of the Gospel which 
our fathers held eo \Tell and firmly. '' If any man teach otherwise, and 
consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus. 
Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness, he is proud. 
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knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, strife, railings, and P.Vil surmisinge." We have no wish to see 
this in our Churches, but that the Gospel of grace mq flow in its pure 
doctrfoes from every pulpit and from every preacher's lips: "In all things 
shewing thyself a pattern of good works; in doctrine shewing uncor
ruptnese, gravity, sincerity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned; 
that he that is of the contr11ry part may be ashamed, having no evil 
thing to s11.y of you.'' Let the s1.me troths which are taught from the 
pulpit be beard from the desk by the superintendent, and in each class 
of the Sunday-school. With the pastor and the teacher3 there should 
be perfect harmony on all points of doctrine; the young are quick to 
detect any discrepancy, and, when they hear contrary statements made, 
they lose confidence in their teachers or the pastor, and sometimes in 
both, and go off elsewhere where their minds are not so embarrassed with 
eonfl.icting statements. Ours is a very solemn, responsible pos;tion. May 
we each be kept consistent and close to the Word of God. " Be not 
carried about with divers and strange doctrines.'' May it be written by 
the historian of our Churches in after day3, "And they continued stead
fastly in thf: apostles' doctrine and fellowship.'' 

3. Unit.11 of ritual. In matters which are non-essential, each Church 
is at liberty to follow their own plans. Whether the service shall com
mence with prayer or praise, whether each verse of the hymn shall be 
read or the hymn sang through, whether a collection shall be taken 
every Lord's-days or once a month,-all this is left to our own dis
cretion. We have one standing rule, "Let all things be done decently 
and in order.'' But when we come to the administration of the ordi
nance~ lt:ft by our Lord to be obse1·ved until He comes ag11in, here we 
have an absolute rule laid down for our guidance, from which we dare 
not deviate. He has left two rites to be observed by all His people: 
onl' stands at the Church door, the other within, and no one has n righL 
to pass by the initial ordinance, without obeying it, to get to the other; 
he who doe-1 so, or teaches men to do so, is disobedient to Christ's com
mand, and disloyal to His authority; such are breaking the unit,y of the 
Uhurch of Chri@t in its visibl11 form, which should only be composed of 
regenerate, baptized, obedient believerR in the Lord Jesus Ohrist. Let 
me urge our young people to study well this matter of Church ritual, and 
they will then be firmly grounded in the unity of the Ohurch as an 
obedient body of believers; and let me say to those who differ from us, 
it is not bigotry on our part, or a love of exclusiveness or self-righteous
neis, but we dare not be disloyal to the teaching of our Lord on this 
important queRtion, nor dare we connive at those who set His laws uside 
and reverse His divine order. 

4. Unity of effort. The combination of Churches is in order to 
strengthen one another in the work of the Lorcl. The Church of 
G,,d is an army fighting against evil, aad we must move in compact 
unison against the foe. There must be no divisions in the cnmp; 
we are witnesses for God ; our testimony is to be made known. Let 
us help each Church in our Association in their faithful witness 
be ,ring for Christ and His truth. The idol worshippers in the days 
of the prophet "helped every one his neighbour ; and every one saiJ 
to bis brother, Be of goocl courage.'' And shall not we help every 
one his neighbour, and strengthen one another's hands in the work 
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of the Lord ? We are marching forward to spread the kingdom of 
our divine Lord, to gather into it His blood-bought subjects. We 
i;ay to every Church, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father·s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom." This unity will greatly help 
and encourage us in our work, and it will have an impree.sion upon a, 
gainEaying world. For this our Lord prayed, "That they all may be 
one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 'rhee: ... that they also 
may· be one in us : that the world may believe that Thou hast sent 
Me." Brethren, if we go forward, uniting hearts and hauds in every 
holy enterprise, the wondering world around us will enquire, '' Wbo is 
she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners ? " 

5. Unity of sympathy. Churches, like families, have their seasons 
of sorrow and trial. Members are removed in the providence of God, and 
the once properous Church is greatly weakened ; a useful and beloved 
pastor dies, or he leaves for another sphere of labour when his services 
are most needed ; an honoured deacon is stricken down by the hand of 
death, he is sorely missed; the once populous neighbourhood has alto
gether changed; the house of God which at one time was the scene of 
many holy activities and attended with numerous worshipper<! is now 
very low in numbers and finance. It is in snch circumstances we need 
to show our practic11l, loving sympathy as an Association with one 
another. Here a Church is trying to build up a stronger cause and rear a 
more commodious house of prayer ; they are few in number and are 
striving against a host of difficultiee, then is the time for our united help 
and thus " Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ." We should be as united as the human body, "And whether 
one member suffer, all the members suffer with it ; or one member be 
honoured, all tbe members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular." This tender sympathy for one cheers 
and encourages much in seasons of trial; the Bible takes note of the 
sickness of a minister, and his tender love for his flock and they for 
him. ·• For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because 
that ye had heard that he had been sick.; " thus wrote the apostle con
cerning Epaphroditue. 

" We she.re our mutue.l woes, 
Our mutue.l burdens be11r; 

And often for ea.eh other flows 
The sympe.thising tear." 

Let me come to a conclusion with a word on 

CONCOHD. 

l. Let us ever eeek to maintain our peace with God. When He 
saved us He brought us within the sacred circle of the Cross of His 
dear Son, " But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ, for Be is our peace." Hushed were 
the law's loud thunders; cairned was our troubled heart then, our guilty 
conscience bad now been appeased, faith apprehended an interest in the 
atoning blcod : "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ." May nothing rob us of that 
peace, or come be~ween us and our God. Trusting fully in Him nothing 
shall our peace destroy, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." He will keep 
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His saints within that sacred circle where He Himself dwelleth, even in 
His own pavilion, far above the raging storms of this world, the riots 
of men, where Satan's hate shall do us no real harm; keeping close to 
our God, we have nothing to fear. " Be careful for nothing; but in 
everything by prayer and supplication, with thank~giving, let your 
requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus." 

2. Let us endeavour to have concord in our Churches. When one 
of our Churches reported a few years ago, "They had no pastor, no 
additions to t,he Church; but they were at peace," one good brother 
remarked that they laid special emphasis upon being at peace, as though 
that were an nnusual thing in our Churches. I hope that is not the 
case. There is a peace of inactivity-we do not wish to indulge in that; 
we desire that peace which is accompanied with prosperity: "Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love thee: peace be 
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces." There are times, 
doubtless, in every Church when judgments will differ on some points. 
Our Churches are composed of men of strong individuality, who are 
accustomed to think for themselves ; but if strained relationships shou \d 
arise, let us be ready to give way on minor points r"ther than break the 
peace of the Church. Satan is ever ready to sow discord among brethren; 
it fnrthers his interests and hinders the kingdom of Christ. Mr. Philip 
Dicker.;on said, ·• God had well fenced His Church all round, but the 
devil wBs always trying to get in," and he added, "Do not any of you 
pull down the palin!{S to let Satan in." Solomon's advice is weighty and 
wise: "The begmning of strife is as when one letteth out wtiter, there
fore leave off contention before it be meddled with," It is said of the 
late Mrs. Hazelton, "She w1:1s 11, most excellent wom11n to put her foot 
on sparke." It is easier to quench a spark than it is to stop n, con
flagration; it is much easier if we act wisely to keep peace in the Church 
than it is to bring it back when it has been driven out. " Follow peace 
with all men, and holinees, without which no man shall see the Lord " 
A lady of slight educational advantages once travelled with a family on 
the Continent. When she returned, she was describing the countrie~ 
through which they passed, and the m11nners and customs of the people, 
when someone asked her, " But how did you manage with the v11rious 
languages ? " "Oh," she said, "w~ managed very well; w,:i lmd an 
intel'rupter with us all the way.'' Brethren, we can dispense with the 
services of an interrupter in our Churches; we know the language of 
Canaan, and we wish only to speak that on our way to heaven. 

Let me urgt you, in conclusion, to endeavour to keep this threefold 
cord unbroken-peace with God, peace in the separate Churches, and 
peace with all the Churches of our Association. To endeavour is to be 
in earnest, give diligence, to be forward, in ha~.te to keep this bond of 
peace, that not a link of this holy brotherhood may be broken. Here is 
a" Cbristian Endeavour Society" we can highly recommend to all the 
Churches. It is not a novel one, it has been in existence nearly two 
thousand years; it is of heavenly origin. the Prince of Peace is its 
Author, the Holy Ghost i~ its Agent: God, our Father, has bestowed it 
ucor:1 His Church as His benediction. May we nil possess it richly and 
abound therein. "NJw the God of peace, that brought a!!ai1 from the 
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dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do 
His will, working in you th&t which is well-pleasiag in His sight, 
throngh Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen." 

THE LESSON OF THE ENTANGLED CHAIN. 

THE little chain to which our eye-!!lasses are attached having become 
kinked, we tried to disentangle it ; but, our fingers being stiff and 

weakened through rheumatism, we were uaable to do so. ~-\.t leagth, 
disheartened, we laid in on our table, confessing our failure. When, 
however, we took it up again, a few hours later, we found that in some 
inexplicable manner it had rightened itself. This, we thought, is another 
illustration of the best way to treat many of life's minor worries and 
cares. Dismiss them from the mind for a while. Let other and more 
important things have our attention, and we ~hall find that there is a 
sort of law of self-rectification at work, crooked things straighten them
selves, and tangled and involved matters become simple if we only let 
them "bide a wee," es Scotsmen say. 

Doubtless there is aa explanation in oureelves for this. The mind, 
when embarrassed, is anreliable and apt to view and estimate things 
inaccurately. Its vision is distorled and its judgments unwise. Rest 
brin,zs recoupment. Oor changed condition alters our perception of the 
position and relations of objects that are without. Learn, therefore, to 
lav kinked chains aside for a season. 

• To God's people the lesson has a fuller force. 
" He overrulee all mortal things, 

And mane.gee our mean affairs." 

He delights to simplify what is involved and clarify what is obscure for 
His dear children. 'Tie wise then to bring entanglements to Him. " 0 
Lord, I am oppressed; undertake Thou for me." 

C. H. Spurgeon often spoke of the delight of casting one's burden on 
the Lord, and leaving it with Him in the restfulness of faith. "Often," 
as he once said, " he felt that he honoured God best by just bringing his 
trouble to Him and going to sleep." "I know," he again observed, "no 
stronger force than utter helplessnes3. It is the end of all care. I have 
frequently tried till head and heart ached to solve a problem, and failed 
to discover any solution. Then I said Lo myself, • I will have nothing 
more to do with the matter myself, but will leave it with the Lord to 
solve:' and I have always found that He has worked out the proposition 
for me in due time. Renell I often sing F. W. Faber'd lines:-

" When obetacles and triale seem like prison we.Us to be, 
I do the little I can do, e.nd leave the rest to Thee; 
And when it seems no chance or change from grief can eet me free, 
Hope finds its strength in helplessness, and, patient, waits on Thee.'' 

" THY covenant in the darkest gloom, 
Shall heavenly rays impart ; 

BASIL ARNOLD. 

And when my eyelids dose in death, 
Shall warm my chilling heart."-R1ifus. 
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"TWO OR THREE''-" FOUR OR FIVE": 
OR, WHAT IS REMOVED AXD WHAT REMAINS. 

Isaiah xvii. 6. 

BY "A BROTHER AND COMPANION IN TRIBULA.TION." 

THIS Chapter, though headed "The burden of Damascus," contains 
predictions of Divine judgments which should fall, not only on the 

great Syrian Empire, of which that city was the capitai, but also on the 
Kingdom of Israel. The former was to suffer because it had " spoiled " 
and'' robbEd" Go:i's favoured nation, the Jews (verse H)-the latter 
because it had allied itself with this wicked and hostile people. (lsaiaq-
vii. 2). 

The woes thus denounced were rea.lised some years later when 
Shalmaneser carried away the bulk of the inhabitants of Ephraim to 
Assyria, leaving their land deserted (2 Kings xviii. 6 and xxiii. !l-11 ). 
The dire result!! are foretold. No longer should their territory resemble 
a field smiling before harvest in the rich luxuriance of the ripening 
corn ; but be forsa.ken and desolate like the same field when the crop 
had been reaped (vers. 4, 5). 

It was not, however, to be absolutely depopulated and devastated. 
"Yet there shall be left gleanings as the shaking of an olive-tree. 
Two or three berries on the top of the uppermost bough. 
Four or five in the ontmost branches of a fruitful tree, 
~faith JEHOVAH the God of Israel."• 
Whether this indica.tes that a few uninfluential inhabitants only 

would be left behind, or that the results of agricultural toil would be 
poor and unsatisfactory owing to the paucity of competent labourers-is 
perhaps a question. It is, however, probable that a merciful alleviation of 
the universal distress is promised. Not many-though a few-of life's 
essentials would remain to these distressed people-like the "two or 
three" or "four or five" scattered olives ou the tree on which t.he 
prophet bases his illustration. 

Such is this interesting passage historically considered ; but the true 
and tried Christian will be more concerned with its spiritual and ex
perimental lessons and suggestions. To some of these, attention js 
lllVited. 

"TWO OR THREE"-•' FOUR OR FIVE." 

If we adopt the first view advanced above, these remaining olives will 
stand for true believers, some of whom will always exist in the earth, 
dark and perilous as the times may be. Mistakes concerning the number 
of the righteous are easily made. Elijah deemed himself the only 
godly person in Israel, whereas God had reserved unto Himself " seven 
thousand true men who had not bowed the knee unto Baal" (1 Kings 
xix. 14, 18). The prophet's error has found repetition in all ages of 

•The above is from the Revised Version, but arranged according to the parallel
ism of Louth's well-known" New Translation." It is noticeable that the expres
sion "gleaning grapes" in ordinary Bibles appears to la.ck authority. There a.re 
but two figured-the field that has been reaped, and the olive-tree with its few 
berries, left according to Divine command for the poor to glean. Seo Lev. xlx. 
() and xxiii. 22, and Deut. xxiv. 20, in which the olive-tree is expressly men
tioned. The figure of a vine he.a no place here as in chap. xxiv. 13. 

L 
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1 he Church. It is one to which spiritual and earnest men are peculiarlv 
liable. Holy hearts hunger for fellowship, which they often fail to find. 
Their own locality 8eems peculiarly desolate and God-forsaken ; and 
tbey fear that "the godly are ceasing, and the faithful failing from 
among the children of men" (Psa. xii. 1 ). That in these last times of 
declension and degeneration the lament is not nnc<tlled for, cannot be 
denied. However large our circle of religions acquaintance may be, we 
know but few who care to converse on the deep tbinga of God. Yet 
the Scriptures warrant the confidence that Christ will ever have a ~eed 
to serve Him. 

'' On the uppermost bough," in the sphere of wealth and culture, two 
or three berries will be found. Cowper, in his ·' Truth," immortalised 
the good Earl of Dartmouth of his day, by a reference to our te11:t in 
the very sense in which we are now regarding it. 

"We boast some rich ones whom the Gospel sways, 
And one who wee.re e. coronet e.nd prays, 
Like gleanings of a.n olive-tree they show 
Here e.nd there one, upon the topmost bough." 

We dare not regard this as a wholly exceptional case. Who does 
not recall the names of the Earls of Roden and Shafcesbury, the ladies 
Colquhoun and Olivia Sparrow, and most illustrious of all om late 
beloved Queen-with grateful hearts ? 

But " four or five•' are also mentioned, "on the outmost fruitful 
branches." This suggests the fact that among the lower orders, those 
who have to work for a bare subsistence and to whom the struggle of 
life is hard and bitter, sovereign grace will ensure the salvation of the 
chosen and redeemed of the Lord. Their ignorauce and diffidence may 
conceal them ; their surroundings make their discovery difficult ; but 
who will doubt but that from among the needy and degraded, some will 
be called to sparkle us gems in the diadem of the Saviour's glory for 
ever? 

GLEANINGS SHALL BE LEFT, 

These, if the second view is preferred, may signify the blesiings which 
remain, though m~ny others have been removed. Nature bewails the 
bright things that are gone. Faith rejoices in what sovereign goodne,s 
continues to bestow. 

Robust health may have left us : riches may have t\ken flight : 
earthly prospects once so seductive may llave proved like the ruirage of 
the deser:, mere unsubstantial delusions ; or death may have s·1atched 
away fri2nd after friend, leaving us poor in love, the only true wealth
and our course be very lonely in tb~ absence of so much which once 
seemed essential to our happiness. The cornfield has been stripped ; a 
few olive berries, however, still remain. We are not ~trong: but "the 
living, he shall praise Thee as l do this day." Luxuries are out of the 
-question : but have we not Christ with our crust, and 

" How sweet our de.ily comforts prove 
When they a.re seasoned with His love." 

Our outlook may be gloomy compared with the prospects of " the 
days of auld Jang syne.'' We may h11ve proved that 

·• This world is but a. fleeting show 
For man's illusion given; 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

The smiles of joy, t.he tears of woe 
Deceitful shine, deceitful flow ; 

There's nothing true but Heaven·•-
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but it has taught us-though we were slow learners-to ·• fix onr hearts 
where true joys are alone to be found." Let us then gather with 
gratitude the few berries that remain on the olive tree of sovereign 
goodness. 

A. yet deeper and more spiritual meaning may underlie the expres
sions, 

" THE UPPERMOST BOUGH" AND "THE OUTMOST FRUITFUL 

BRANCHES." 

Here is a difference indicating a distinction. The uppermost bough 
is the highest growth of the tree, and to obtain berries from it we must 
look above and reach up. The outmost branches are those which grow 
farest from the trunk and nearest tbe earth, to obtain fruit from which 
we must look and reach down. 

The "two or three" berrie~ on Lhe topmost bough are, therefore, 
figurative 0f the outward consolations and Cllnlirmations which are 
-0btained from the Word or found in the means of grace. 

Many, in days that are passed, were much indulged in this way. 
They could hardly open their Bibles or hear a sermon without receiving 
blessing-bot it is different now. Once they could walk through the 
corn and with ease pluck the ears and eat (Matt. xii. 1). ~o,v wlrn1, 
they desire seems at an unattainable height, "two or three on the upper
most bon~h." 

Yet it is imperative that we should obtain them. Experienced Chrisfotns 
cann0t be happy unless from time to time select portions of the Divine 
word are not only opened up to their understandings but nlso laid on 
their h~1irts with sweet and uncLuous power. How to obtain snch 
"tokens for good" is, howtver, with many, the painful and pressing 
problem of their spiritual e:i:isrence, how to reach the berries from the 
top-most bough. 

"Stand on tip-toe and get them,'' vocifernteR "Pastor" Dnty-fnitb 
from a certain College. "Only believe, and they are yours." 

"Never trouble about these: matters." So urges Mr. Letterm11n 
Stnooth-it-away, the burden of whoec ministry is derision of those who 
sigh and cry for a realisation of the power of godliness within their 
souls. "The whole Bible is yonrs." "Live up to your privileges," and 
he bolEters up his lying testimony with the sol1tnry liuu of Hart's 
Hymns he knows-" Only take Him ut His word," which he penerts 
and misapplies. 0 vain and wicked men thus to delude and distress 
God's fearful yet living people ! 

Still the" two or three" berries are t.here. They are '' !Jleaninys," 
that is to say, were left for the bP.nefit of the poor and the destitute; 
and such are we. Come, 0 Holy Ghost, blow on that uppermost bough, 
that as at" the shaking of an olive tree," the ricb, ripe fruit of promise 
and consolation may fall within our reach. Then shall Fitith's hanll 
'' g~ther what Thou givest" and the word rejoioe our weary and hungry 
hearts. 

THE FRGIT ON THE OU'fJIOBT LOWf;ll BRANCHES 

may refer to the secret and indescribable signs of gmce in the heHt. 
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These are most prP,cious and important to a true Christian; for if we are 
not solicitous about what goes on within us in relation to God, we are 
not saved sinners. 

Yet this may be the source of our keenest soul-trouble. Once we 
could see our inner signs, as we thought, clearly. 

Then the spirit of true prayer seemed to abide within us. Our con
science was sensitive and tender, and quivered at the thought of sin. 
Hope looked eagerly for brigh1er days. Faith was strong, simple, andi 
confident. Love glowed with holy fervour. 1' ow, however, the im
prints of the Saviour's fingers are hard to perceive; and coldness. 
callousness, sterility, and the most deplorable apathy concerning spirituat 
things are all that Heaven's light reveals. 

Is this, however, the total of our inward grace? Let us look again 
for _the "two or three '' signs which are spared to us. Sweet memories
of the past : some godly fear : "a little" occasional" reviving in our 
bondage." An involutary sigh, a living groan, a gasping, a panting 
and a crying after spiritual manifestations and mercies ; are doubtless. 
small and feeble matters, but they confirm the comforting truth that 

'' He will never, never leave us, 
Nor will let us quite lee.ve Him," 

Here, again, we should beware of the Flatterer and the folse com
forter. The Brother from Plymouth, " with the Scriptures at his
fingers' ends," will warn the sorrowing saint against making '' a saviour 
of his frames and feelings " and bid him refrain from " morbid intro
spection," or looking within, instead of "looking up unto Jesus." Liars 
all, are these, and the more dangerous, because their falsehoods embody 
so many dashes and suggestions of the truth. 

Reader, is there in your heart any of the fruit of the Spirit, though 
"on the outmost branches" only that reallv warrants your claim to be 
considered and called a child of the living God ? If so, be grateful that 
something is spared to you in these trying days, though your signs are 
but "four or five" when all are told. 

PLENARY INSPIRATION. 
BY HENRY DanswELL, CLAPHAM. 

(Concluded.) 

BEFORE the writer and his readers part, attention is claimed to two
concluding questions :-

v ARIOUB READINGS IN ANCIENT COPIES. 

Solicitude has been caused by the admitted fact that the various. 
manuscripts from which the Hebrew Scriptures and the Greek New 
Testament are derived, from causes which space forbids our even 
mentioning here, in some particulars differ from each other. When, 
however we remember thnt before the invention of printing, books had 
to be pr~duced by the tedious process of writing ; and recall how easily 
the most careful and correct penman may err ; the fact that some 
such divergencies exist will cause no surprise. Indeed? without miracu
lous intervention-which, be it noted, was never promised-these would 
be inevitable. 
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For many centuries, during which the art of printing was unknown, 
every fresh copy of the Scriptures or a part of them had thns to be 
laboriously transcribed for the most part by monastic penmen. The 
natural conclusion would be, therefore, that many mistakes were to be 
expected, and that the message would be modified and debased to suit 
the erroneous views of tbe transcribers. But we are told, by those who 
have made e. profound study of the matter, that the various readings in 
manuscript;i of repute are for the most pa.rt trivial and involve no new 
doctrine, and that we may rely on our possessing in the accepted Greek 
and Hebrew texts, the worJs of the Most High. 

The greatest miracle in connection with God's Word, greater even 
than its first inspiration, surely lies in the marvellous fact that though 
for centuries of darknes;i the manuscripts were in the custody of the 
Papacy, and copies were made by the devotees of that system of error, 
yet the message of God condemning their heresies was transmitted by 
them from generation t-0 generation. Had they been at liberty t'l 
tamper with the sacred writings, we can surmise that we should never 
have read of the wine at the Lord's Supper, "Drink ye all of it," or 
"that marriage is honourable in all," or that salvation is " not of 
works," or that "one is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren,'' or that "there is but one Mediator between God and man." 
I might multiply passages, and doubtless many will occur to other minds, 
to show that a coostraining power held back hands that otherwise would 
have removed from the manuscripts much that is dear to us to-day. 
On the other hand, what additions might have been made had it lain in 
the power of the transcribers to have written them. The book contains 
in no part-even supposing the words" This is my body" justified the 
doctrine of transubstantiation, which we know they do not-any words 
supporting the doctrine of the sacrifice of the m1t~s, nothing to justify 
the elaborate systems of episcopal and papal government, or the per
verted practices of monasticism. 

ARE TRANSLATIONS RELIABLE ? 
While e.cknowle :lging the verbal inspiration of Scripture, given in the 

original tong•1es to those who first wrote it, the question may arise 
whether the Bible as we have it in our own tongue may be depended 
upon as the Word of God. A full reply would demand more space than 
.is available. It, however, is conceded the.t our tmnslntors were not 
inspired, and that the imperfection which is inseparable even from the 
most earnest endeavours of devoted, holy and scholarly men is evident in 
their magnificent version. When, however, all such allowance has been 
made, it mast be remembered th'lt those who were most competent to 
judge have borne witness to their integrity and ability. .\.II who love 
-0ur Bible and have an ear for the music of our language, must also be 
thankful that, in the providence of God, the time was fixed and such 
men chosen for this great work. Can we, who believe that the minutest 
details of life are at the dispo~al of God most High, fail to percei,e that 
He, in a most marked and wonderful way, directed and controlled the 
men who produced the Book which was destined to prove the herald of 
aalvatiou, pec1ce and con@olation to long succeeding generations ? 

What volume is comparable to it ? Its sweet and stately Sux?n 
breathes through all our worthieit literature, and even apa~t from 1~s 

Divine teaching, the lustre of all C'ther literature, sacred or set;ular, 1s 
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dimmed by its unparalleled splendour. Whatever benefit the Revised 
Version may prove to the student, it fails to improve on the forme1· 
one in conciseness, clearness, and beauty. 

But in a far higher senrn we regard this marvellous translation, as 
we remember the many who have been blessed by its message through 
the gracious power of the Holy Spirit. It has been milk for babes, 
strong meat for exercised souls, and a guide to all the children of God in 
the manifold perplexities of life. Its light h,is illuminated the valley of 
the shadow of death; it has served as the weapon of the saints in every 
spiritual conflict ; and its words of hope and sympathy have solaced our 
hearts as we stood by the graves or those we loved be8t. 

Finally, that which the highest culture has commended, of which the 
most mature scholarship has approved ; which sceptics have styled 
" our greatest classic "; from which Genius has borrowed its brightest 
jewels ; to which oratory has been indebted for its sublimest fl,ights
yet which has been the guide of thousands of pilgrims on their way to 
their Fatherland, to which the lonely and broken-hearted turn, and for 
which the last, low murmurs of the dying still entreat-has surely the 
stamp of Divine authenticity, and carries with it its own credentials as 
the living Word of the ever-living God-to whom be glory for ever. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK-ITS IMPORTANCE IN 
RELATION TO CURRENT EVENTS. 

A Paper read at the Annual Meeting of the M.A.S.B.C., 

BY PASTOR CHAS. A. GUY (OF GRAVJ<,SEND). 

THE title of the theme I have been deputed to deal with on this 
occasion readily lends itself to a three-headed sermonic division,

viz., 1. Sunday School work itself. 2. Its Importance. 3. That 
Importance in the light of current events. For time-saving purposes, 
the first two may be incorporated. Hence, we proceed to make a few 
remarks on 

I.-Sunday School Work and its Importance. 
This branch of Church life and Cltristian enterprise is now so firmly 

established, and has come to be so really regarded as an integral part of 
Church organization, that little needs to be said as a plea for it, and 
nothing by way of apology for its existence. Indeed, now-a-days, the 
schoolless Church is regarded with pity and wonder, and surely with 
reason; for where the Church's heart throbs not with love and longing 
for its young lire, and labours not for its true well-being, both pity and 
wonder at such inertness and indifference may well be aroused. Yet 
the time can be remembered when it was considered needful for the 
presence of the school-where it did exist-to be apologised for. But 
" the old order changeth," and sometimes with advantoge, and the 
apology is now rather proffered for its non-existence than for its 
existence .. 

It is a department of Church work that has come to stay; and with 
all the mournful plaints that at times, and in some places, are made as to 
the lack of interest shown, and the difficulty experienced in keeping the 
young, the life in this child of the Church is vigorous and strong. 
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We honour the memory of Robert Raikes as the pioneer of this orga
nization ; and we are filled with grateful emotion as we consider the 
mighty strides of progress that modest and humble effort of his to gather 
the uncared-for youth of Gloucester streets around him on Sundays for 
instruction in God's Word has made,-yet for the spirit and principle of 
the institution we go further back, and to other sources for its rise. 

The work may well be regarded es a branch of Gospel preaching, for 
whilst the congregation and the metbod may differ, the true teacher yet 
does what the true preacher is doing, viz., opens up the Truth of God, 
and explains the Word of God. Hence, as preaching has the warrant 
of a Divine commission, so has teaching; and not in vain do we look 
into Holy Scripture for the principle and spirit of this important work. 
He who called a little child unto Him, and set him in their midst and 
said, " Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven," and who took the little cnildren in 
His arms and blessed them, and said, " Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me," would scarcely have omitted the cbildren from the intention 
of the commission given to His disciples to ·• Teach all nations." 

In that wonderful Psalm of Instruction, the 78th, Asaph declares 
the importance with which the instruction of the coming generation was 
regarded hy the old-time saints (2-7) :-" I will open my montb in a 
parable, I will utter dark sayings of old: which we have heard and known, 
and our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their chil
dren, showing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and 
His strength, and His wonderful works that He hath done. For He 
established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He 
commanded our fathers that they should mako them knoll"n to their 
children ; that tht, generation to come might know them, even the 
children which should be born, who should arise and declare them to 
their children : that they might set their hope in God, lllld not forget the 
works of God, bnt keep His commandments." 

From these words it is evident that it is the important duty of the 
Church to maintain in the fullest possible vigour every agency intended 
for the instruction of the young in sacred things, and to consecrate to 
this work the best talent and warmest love, for it is to them we must look 
for the Church of the future, and doubtless, as the Church of to-day 
"sows towards them so shall it reap." 

This is a day of education. May it not be forgotten that "the best 
education is education in best thir1gs." The first lesson for a child 
should be concerning its parents' God. Whatever else he learn if he be 
not taught the "fear of the Lord" he will perish for lack of knowledge. 
The world may teach secular knowledge alone-it is all it can do; but 
the Church must not so deal with her youog, but look after every 
Timothy, and see that from a child he knows the Holy Scriptures which 
are able to make wise uo to salvation. 

The outcome of such teaching shall be "that they might set their 
hope in God," and that the young may be led to do this is the great end 
of Sunday School work. 

The Loveliness of fianctijied young life gives an importance to this 
work. We hail the appearance of the snowdrop and c1·ocus as early yet, 
lovely iodications of coming spring, and what a joy is felt at seeing the 
youth walking in Wisdom's ways-consecrating the dew of his youth unto 
the service and glory of God. Not only will it 
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"Save from a thousand snares to mind religion young," 

but what a promise of a wealth of future usefulness there is, what whole
hearted and warm enthusiasm the young convert manifests in the things 
of God. The elders may be the back bone in our Churches ; but the 
fire, the ardour, the daring for Christ's sake shall be from those upon 
whom as yet the icicles of indifferentism have not had time to form. 
The number of young persons in our memberships is a. grand testimony 
to tbe value of the work among the young. 

God is a Sovereign and can make His Word powerful in young hearts. 
We do not believe in any age limit marking off the believer in Christ. 
With the Holy One all things are possible. He has but to speak and it 
is done, to command and it stands fast. To chosen objects among the 
human race of every age He says "Live," and they stand among the 
living before the Lord. Divine Sovereignty is a bulwark in the 
teacher's citadel ; and it is this perfection of God that encourages the 
godly instructor to labour on amid discouragement as well as encourage
ment, knowing that God's eternal purposes shall be fulfilled in the 
calling of young hearts, and that though sowing in tears be shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing bringing his sheaves with him. 

The nature of the Teacher's work makes it so important. It has been 
remarked that the office of a lawyer is important because it watches 
over property ; the office of a physician is even more so because it guards 
our health, and" the life is more than meat and the body than rainment." 
But such things are nothing to the soul and eternity, and yet it is to 
these the teacher's office is appropriated. Canon Wilberforce tersely 
summed up the whole law of Christ in four words-admit, 1mbmit, 
commit, transmit-and this surely aptly summarises the experience and 
work of every true teacher, as of every godly person. He is to admit in 
his own heart and mind the truth of Him who is the Truth ; submit to 
His rule, and commit all things trustfully to His keeping ; and having 
gone thus far he is henceforth to transmit, to become the medium through 
whom, by life and lip, the light and love of God shall be transmitted to 
others. 

The Work is for Eternity, and so solemnly important. Not for the 
passing of a pleasant hour on the Sunday, not to amuse the children, 
does the teacher meet his class from week to week, but the solemnities of 
eternity affect his own soul, and he labours in prayer and in seed-sowing 
that a harvest of eternal felicity may succeed. God help the teacher 
whose standard is lower than this. I knew one years ago-I hope the 
genus is now as extinct as the dodo-who week by week amused his 
boys by reading a tale to them. Teachers write not upon sand, but upon 
souls that are immortal ; and the aim must not be less than to instru
mentally rescue the perishing and save lost, guilty and undying-yet 
dying-sinners (and such are young as well as old sinners) from eternal 
destruction, and seek to lead them to the saving knowledge of that 
Saviour who is no respecter of age or of person. 

II.-Its Importance in Relation to Current Events. 
It is almost a trite saying that the present are solemn time,. The 

solemnity of times is not because of the especial number of its year on 
the calendar, but rather because of the particular events I hat are 
'· current." In whatever direction we may look abroad and ta' rn nctice 
of" current events,"-how&ver strong and bright the optimiEtic spirit 
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may be,-we cannot do so without certain quakings of heart. For what 
do we see and hear? Wars and rumouri! of war; political, socia~ 
mercantile and domestic unrest. Religion (es we understand the word) 
at a very low ebb ; much profession of godliness, but its power denied . 
.A.nd did we not know that these are the Scripturally declared signs, not 
of the latter merely, but of the last days of this dispensation, and are 
really the heralds proclaiming the near coming of the Son of Man in 
glory to take to Himself His great power and reign, we should be ready 
to sigh-'' Whither, oh, whither, are all these things tending?" Still. 
the knowledge that such things must be, ere the end comE:th, does not 
make us careless and unconcerned as to "current events,'' and our duty 
in relation to them; but as the servants of the Lord, and the courtiers of 
the Great King, we long that now He may be glorified in all thiogs. 

Current Political Events.-ln the political world there is, of 
course, one principal thing that absorbs the attention of all Free Church
men, loyai to their principles, viz., the infamous so-called Education 
Act, which the Governmen~ " with the strongest majority of recent 
times" has had the audacity, without any mandate so to do, to force on 
the country. Actiog on the principle that ·' might is right," this 
Government, returned on the Wnr question, has used its opportunity for 
carrying war with a vengeance into the camp of the conscience of that 
portion of the community we h11,ve no hesitation in describing a~ the 
backbone of the country. 

This is scarcely the time or place to attempt an examination of this 
dastard piece of unconstitutional legi;lation (!). Indeed, it needs none 
for the purpose of forming an opinion. It is too much like the •' other 
basket" of Jeremiah's vision, which had very naughty figs, and could 
not be eaten for badne,s. The Nonconformist appetite has bud some 
indifferent things to taste at times : but it finds this to be "evil, very 
evil, it cannot be eaten, it is so evil." 

Protection, with its more euphonious titles of "Fiscal Policy" and 
"Tariff Reform," may have been launched upon the country with the 
deliberate intention of withdrawing attention from the vita.I issues of 
this measure, and the barning question of the " Yellow Peril" may well 
excite indignation ; but this thing must not-will not-be forgotten by 
the lovers of the young, when the ballot booths are again opeu ; and, 
judging from the by-elections and the Nonconformist conRcience, we 
cannot doubt but that then and there, the present Ministry will be 
weighed in the balance of "popular esteem," and found wanting. 

A deceased Cardinal is reported to have said-" Give us the children, 
and in fifty years England shall be converted." He meant subverted
Romanized. .A.nd the progress of the Romanizing party has been so 
insidious of late years, that perhaps this bold, and tempomrily largely 
succes~ful, attempt to capture the schools has taken us by snrprise. But 
we era not defe11.ted, for we have the might of right, of truth, and of 
God, on our side. We must fight, and resist by all possible means; anrl 
let the methods adopted be reconciled to each person's conscience. 

In this holy war, the Sunday School Teaching nuttalion has no 
inconsiderable part to play. Brethren and sister~, with ever-increasing 
enthusiasm, earnestness, prayerfulness, and confidence in our God, we 
must oppos6 teaching to teaching-setting over again~t I he errors of 
Ritualism and Ecclesiasticism the simple truth as it is in Jesus-open-
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ing up the Bible-teaching that" there is none other name under heaven 
given amongst men whereby we must be saved." 

The enemy is busy sowing tares, we must be equally busy sowing 
wheat. In a Catechism intended for me in schools, we meet with such 
questions and answers as these :-·when were you made a Christian? 
When I was baptized. 

Can anyone become a Christian without baptism ? No. 
In what light must we view those who have never been baptized ? 

As the heathen, whether they be old or young, notwithstanding th1t they 
may be in the habit of attending Divine Worship. 

Is Dissent a great sin? Yes. It is in direct opposition to our duty 
towards God. 

Dissenters are heretics. Some are unexceptionable characters in a 
moral senrn, but not holy men-for a moral man is one who acts from 
the impulse of education, a holy man does good by the aid of the Holy 
Ghost, whom they (Dissenters) possess not. 

The children of a certain school were taken to a children's mass in 
school hours, and the vicar said-" Bow your heads, children, and keep 
very quiet: Jesus is now on the alt11r." A regular attendant at one of our 
own Kent Churches informed his Pastor a few weeks since, that because 
his son could not recite the catechism, the master told the boy that he 
"deserved to be burned." Church members, teachers, these are some of 
the dangers threatening the uprising race in the day-schools, and rather 
than have this " Religious" teaching, I, for one, say-lay the Bible 
aside, and let these schools be in deed what they are in name, "Secular 
Schools," and let us look after the religious training of our own 
children. This " current eveut '' shows the importance of Sunday 
School Work. Be it the miESion of the Church 

"To ca.11 the la.mbs with gentle voice, 
And lea.d them to the fold ; 

To tell them of a. Saviour's love, 
Tha.t story sweet a.nd old." 

But there are other current events, which make this work so 
importa11t. The limits of my paper will not permit me to elaborate 
upon .Nulional and Domestic current events. I can only briefly mention 
the growiug Desecration of the Sabbath, and who that has the real 
interest of the young at heart can look upon this without a trembling 
spirit. The sanctity of the day which the Lord bath blessed and set 
apart for His own honour. is altogether rejected by the ungodly; and, 
alas, 11or, greatly regarded by a large proportion of professing Christians. 
This ind1fferenc1:: re-acts prejudicially upon the children, and seriously 
interferes with the work of 1he teacher, who feels it a part of his duty 
to enforce the command-" Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy." 

The Sporting and Gambling proclivities of the age, and the all too
appare::it influence they have upon the youth, make, the godly teacher 
groan and pray for ability to so present the tru1 h of things, that the 
few young hearts coming under his influence, may be seriously impressed 
with the vanity of all these things. 

The Generul lndijferentism to Religion in the Home, the open or 
veiled contempt towards sacred things, and the lack of a sense of 
obligation I o the goodness of God, makes the teachers' work more im
perative as a counteracting influeuce. 
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The gro1Ving spiri~ of Disobedience to Parents, which is such a 
marked domestic "current event," i,, one the issued of which, I fear, we 
can but imperfectly fornsee. Its trend is for the demoralization of the 
rising race. Parental control is largely a thing of "the good old times," 
and the order of tho.se days when children obeyed their parents is now 
being inverted, so that the Apostolic injunction will need some alteration 
to meet existing require11Jents, and instead of "Children obey your 
parents in all things," it should be " Parents obey your children,'' to 
make the precept and practice square. Is not this laxity in home dis
cipline answerable for not a little of that lack of reverenre for old age, 
which is another lamentable "current e,ent." The counteractinv 
influence of ideal Sunday School work to these things 1s no small part 
of its importance. 

Dear fellow-workers, we magnify your office, and pray that a sense of 
the importance of your work may increase yom earnestne~s, that 
every seed of truth sown may be ,rn,ered by prayer and an utter 
confidence in that God who ha9 set His throne in the heavens, and whom 
you serve, to yield of its kind to His own glory, and that this con
sciousness may leo.d yon to say with Horatius lfonur :-

" I the.nk Thee, Lord, for using me, for Thee to work e.nd spee.k: 
However trembling is the he.nd-the voice however wee.k I 

0 honour higher, truer fe.r, tho.n ee.rthly fe.me could bring, 
Thus to be used in work like this, so long, by such e. King. 

A blunted sword, e. rusted spee.r, which only He could wield, 
A broken sickle in His he.nd; to ree.p His he.rvest field." 

MEMORIES AND MEMORABILIA OF CHARLES HILL. 
( Co11clud eel. ) 

'' AN A,'' according to the Dictio1rnries, is "a suffix to names of 
persons denoting a collection of their rnemorab'e sayings." Such 

are the Chalmeriana, Rylandiana, and Johnsonian11, which contain the 
observations of the great men to whom they refer-as also are-though 
not expressly so styled-the "Table Talk" of S. T. Coleridge, S11mnel 
Rogers, and Martin Luther. To perEons interested in the anulysis of 
human character, such books have a uni<1 ue fasci1rntion. In formol 
biographies men are represented e.s toking their part in the graver 
matters of life's solemn business. In 1he~e, we see them in, what mighr, 
be culled their moral and social '' undress," in company with those 
before whom they were unconstrained and o.t ease, nud to whom they 
showed their hearts and exhibited their peculiarities uod powers in a 
way not otherwise possible. 

This is the lest of a short series of papers designed to cast some side
lights on the true life of a servant of God of very marked personality, 
great talents and prolonged and far-reaching influence. 

TRANSIENT co~rnUNIOX. 
11 When I hear that a Church which formerly maintained Strict 

Communion has changed its order in this matter 1111d opened the Lord's 
Te.hie, I always conclitde that there is dirty money al the bottom of th,, 
a.ffa-ir. Whenever did you hear of this being done to oblige a poor 
man?" 
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DEATH EXPANDS OUR IDEAS OF HE.A.VEN, 

" I take far more interest in South Africa and Cape Town than I 
once did, because two of my boys are setLled there. 

" So our thoughts of heaven become more definite and distinct, as 
those we love leave us for that bright world. Many of my be3t and 
truest friends are, I know, there already; and this gives me a sort of 
definite realiEation of its joys that I was not conscious of before. 

" FRIEND (in reply) : But is not Christ Himself the joy of Heaven ? 
The Lamb 'is the light' of the City, and to 'see His face' our grandest 
anticipation. 

"C. H. (with, perhaps, a trace of impatience:, : I know that, my friend, 
as well as you do, but as I am consciol]s here of communion with the 
Master, and also of communion with His people, and the two things are 
separate and distinct; I cannot see why herea.fter, while to be where 
He is, will be the essence of Heaven. such fellowship as we now know 
with His people should not be continued and enlarged in a permanent 
lllanner. At all events, I cherish the idea very tenaciouely." 

THE DECREPITUDE OF AGE. 
" I should hate to live to be an old, worn-out, useless man. My 

immediate relatives all died early, and so shall I." 
He, however, remained with us for more than seven years, after 

resigning his long pastorate, and finally passed away at the ripe age of 
83 years. 

Happy is it for us that the issues of life and death are with the Lord. 
It is good to be brought to the calm resolution of patient Job. '· All 
my appointed days on earth will I wait till my change come." 

THE THREE WORTHIES OF SUFFOLK. 

Just as in the earlier decades of the last century, Kent was favoured 
with three Baptist ministers whose grace and gifts made them pre
eminent in that county-the Brethren Shirley of Sevenoaks, Rogers of 
Eynsford, and Pope of Meopham ; so the cause of God in Suffolk at the 
same time was served by George Wright, of Beccles; Samuel Collins, of 
Grundisburgh; and John Cooper, of Wattisham. Others there were 
whom God greatly honoured, but in some respects these "came not up 
to the first three." 

Of GEORGE WRIGHT om· brother always spoke with a respect akin 
to reverence, as a saintly, scholarly, and unapproachably great minister 
of the Lord Jesus. He it was, our friend told us, who was styled by J. 
C. Philpot, "the silver-ton~ued prophet of Suffolk," and he deemed the 
appellation just. There were, he said, such sweetness and solemnity in his 
voice ; such dignity in his derneanou: : and such fulness of weight in 
his matter as enforced universal deference; nor could the most frivolous 
refrain from attending when he was addressing a congregation. He 
was, on the whole, the best theologian with whom our late friend-as he 
averred-was ever acquainted ; and Mr. Wright's published sermons and 
'Circular Letters were he judged incomparable as expositions of Divine 
Truth. A biography of this great man, published in 187 5, did not meet 
with his approval, and he gave it no space on his shelves. Wherein, 
however, he deemed it faulty or defective the writer never heard him say. 
'· You know whether a portrait is like the man it claims to represent, 
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without eriticising every detail " ; so he summed the matter up, generally 
adding-"and this book does not give one a just idea of George Wright." 

JOHN COOPER, he always said, pos3essed a fine mind, and could 
think out his subjects as few are able to do. This, however, sometimes 
made him tedious as a preacher, for his sermons revol,ed around one 
thought which he expounded and expanded at such length that his 
hearers wearied of the effort of following him. 

SAMUEL COLLINS, he often observed, was the manliest man he ever 
met with. When, however, William Winters in THE EARTHEN YE>iSEL 
a!Berted that he wa3 Suffolk'~ '' champion preacher," he queried the 
accuracy of the statement. Sam. Collins, he said, was most uncertain, 
and unreliable in the pulpit, by no means logical, and connected and 
often very "thin." Yet you could hardly hear him without his rolling 
oat some grand and sublime Gospel truths which compensated for all 
deficiencies. "As an organizer," said our friend, "he excelled. He was 
11 born lawyer : could see the legal beariug of things with extraordinary 
clearness. He made I know not how many wills for his friends far 
and wide, and always satisfactorily." 

"The bond of union between these three so dissimilar but really 
great men," he averred, "was their solicitude for the welfare of the 
Churches as a whole. Never did God's se1·vants manifest more of the 
Denominational spirit which had so much to do with the welfare of our 
causes in the old days." 

IX READINCi THE SCRIPTURES 
he excelled abo,e many. Though knowing nothing of Bell's system of 
Rhetorical Punctuation, he was accustomed to interpolate short and 
almost imperceptible pauses, on a principle of his own, which brought 
out the sense in a most clear way; and often proved far more effective 
in elucidating a passage than long and elaborate comments. What Abby 
Bolton, is recorded in that sweetest of memorial volumes, " The Lighted 
Val:ey," to have penned concerning her grandfather, William Jay, of 
Bath, is to a great extent true of him of whom we write :-" The 
expression with which he reads the Bible is wonderful-his words distil 
as the dew-so softly and yet so effectually do they fall. His manner of 
merely emphasising some passages, gives you an entirely new view of 
them." 

Hie rendering of a hymn, when on rare occasions he gave one out, 
was equally impressive. Never will the writer, with a few othe1· brethren, 
forgeL the peculiar pathos and power with which he read a favourite 
hymn of hie beloved Watte, at the close of a Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service, at hie own chapel, some quarter of a century since. The Inst 
verse, os he vocalised it, thrills our heart like distant music, to this 
day:-

"His own-soft-he.nd-she.11 wipe the toe.rs
From every-weeping eye : 

And pa.ins-and groe.ns-e.nd griefs-and fee.rs
And Death ITBELP-she.11 die." 

HI:, u;TTERB. 
Unlike many men of his time and up-bringing-, h_e felt little pleusure 

in writing even to near friends and generally made hIB correspondence 11s 
brief as p~BBible. "Love frord all, to all, Yours cordially, Charles Hi~!," 
formed their ordinary termination. At times, however, when the occas10n 
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was unusual, he expressed his secret and spiritual thoughts in a fuller 
and more tender way. 

This our brother E. Marsh confirms, by saying that though he did 
not as a rule "hang his heart on his sleeve, he would sometimes make 
one feel its throbbiug,i in a letter. As thus :-' I somP,times try and 
t,lk to the Lord about you. I hope He may let you know what I say 
to Him, by His acts replying for me to you.' Again: "The Lord's 
help and blessing be the strength of your days. and daily comp1nion in 
the untrodden paths." 

Again : "David said that when he wai brought low, God helped 
him, and so it will be with you. Many have trodden your path before 
you ; look out for their footsteps and hope to the end." 

Let the following touch of fatherly 8ympatl:iy speak for itself. "Am 
sorry to hear of the continued sickness in your family. I know all about 
it. You are now pa•sing through the second bad time in a minister's 
I ife, and after a while the third will come. I have gone through it too, 
and quite understand it, and can sympathi,e with you, but can do 
nothing to help you. I would, most gladly. if I could, but the Lord can ; 
and He will act acording to His faithful promise and gracious power." 

His firm confidence that God would stand by all His faithful 
;;ervants, was a strength to many a young minister. Some will recall a 
sermon at Rishan;!les. Preaching on covenant faithfulness he p'lused, 
and said, "My dear young brother, battlmg with ma::iy trials in His 
service, just know and believe that your \Jod is faithful to you. Give 
up? Never! Go on and prosper. Stick to your work and be faithful 
to your Master, who will never be UNfaithfnl to you." 

Writing once in this strain he said: "The days are dark for the 
truth, but the victory is certain in the future, so still keep on and faint 
not. ALL',; WELL. 

" The Captain lives and loves and helps, as He evdr has done." 

A SAFE COUNSELLOR, 

Hi, advice was pointed and wise. I recall the case of a young 
minister who wrole him touching an invitation to another pastorate. 
In reply, namiog the Church, he said :-" Does not eome of the old 
hankering after that place cling to you ? I think it does. I caution 
you to be very careful about it. It does not seem to me to be at all a 
de,irable sphere for you. I question whether any minister could work 
there and be happy. and especially a man like you with your temperament. 
I daresay you now have many things to meet and put up with, you dislike 
and wish were different. l'.!o have all, and B'.l will you, go where you 
may. I counsel you then to remain where you are, and make the 
best of it. Be thankful things are no worse, and pray that they may 
soon be a great deal better." 

What might not some havd been spared had they but taken the 
counsel of one whose foresight was so remarkable. 

smrn RAYS 0}' Sl:NSET (JJ/JRY. 

During the laHt few months or his lire, he was greatly tried with 
insomnia, to which he refers in a letter penned not long before the 
" borne call " came :-

" The Master is kind. especially during my long nights while I lie 
awake and can't sleep. Tht-re is, at such times, a lot going on between 
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us. I have no raptures; I never expected any, and don't require any, 
much preferring the calm, quiet and confiding state that I am favoured 
with, for after all, what have I to do with such matters! :My times 
are in His hand, nor can they be in better ones." 

• " • ,, 

"0 God, to whom the happy dead 
Still live, united to their Head 

Their Lord and ou,s the same. 
For all Thy saints, to memory dear, 
Departed in Thy faith e.nd fear, 

We bless Thy holy Name." 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
THE half-yearly meeting was held at 
North-road Baptist Chapel, Brentt'ord, 
on Tuesday, April 19th. Pastor E. 
Mitchell (the President) was helped to 
preach from Mark xvi. 15, 16, to a good 
number of friends and minister•. 

The vice-president, pastor R. Mutimer. 
presided at tbe evening gathering. Tbe 
oha.i:el was well filled. Brotber Mill
wood offered prayer. The reading was 
Psalm ii. 

Pastor E. Marsh, a true missionary in 
heart and life, held forth the word~, 
"God so loved ... that He ga·ve." 

Our missionary's f11,ther, pastor J osia.h 
Merling, ma.de feeling- reference to the 
honour bestowed npon him by God in 
sending hie son to the foreig-n field, and 
ea.id he wished that even hie two other 
"boys " were at "the front" too. His 
text was Isa. Iv. 10, 11, and dwelt upon 
the figures m8Iltioned, and ea.id it was 
very oerta.in God has ordained to save 
souls, and that it is His pleasure to 
do so. 

Brother Sa.pay, who comas from 
Suffolk, and therefore well known to 
the oha.irma.n, ga.ve a spirited address, 
and referred to Acts xvi. 8 as hie text. 

Collectious realised .£10, for which 
pra.i~e God. After thanks ha.d been 
expressed to the friends at Brentford 
-the meeting oloeed with prayer, our 
hearts a.t the •a.me time expecting great 
things from Him. P. J.C. 

IPaWICH (ZOAB).-:>n Good Friday 
sermons were prea.obed, afternoon a.nd 
evening, by Mr. E. Marsh to excellent 
congrel{a.tions. The ,.fternoon subject 
was : •· The end and ea.use for which 
Christ ea.me into the world·• (John 
xviii. 37) ; and in the evening, ·'The 
ever-a.biding Obrist" (John xii. 3-l) set 
the speaker's tongue at blessed liberty, 
and refreshed and blesoud the hearts of 
bis bearer@, H~w we wished tba.t from 
every pulpit s11oh blessed truths hu.d 
been set fortb.-H. B. 

WOOLWIOH (El'loN).-On Sunday 
afternoon, April 10th, an impre•sive 
•ervioe wa.e held, when a portrait of the 
late M rd. A bra.ha.me was unveiled. After 
cm address by our pu.etor to the scholars 
the oovering wae removed by our 
youngest tea.ober, Miss Howes. Brother 
Abra.ba.ms, who was deeply afl'ected. 
aoknow I edged this a.at of kindness in 11, 

few well chosen worde.-J. A. WREN. Words were heard from missionaries 
Booth and Merling, written in letter 
form, and read to the a.udienoe by the 
Minute Seoreta.ry. These letters will BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE.-'rhe 
be found in thl' Strict Baptist .Jlission fourteenth anniversary of our Mission 
Herald. Hall, Heeeett, was held on Easter 

Pastor Steele, an old friend of the Monday. Tea was provided in the ha.II 
MiBBion, delivered sound words on at 5 30; a.bout 80 were present. Our 
Rev. iii. 8, '' I know thy works; behold, pastor, }[r. W. Dixon, presided at the 
I have set before thee an open door." meeting in the evening-, when the ball 

Pastor Chisnall, of Guildford, ma.de wa.e quite full. After reading our 
some pleasing remarks. One sentence Lord's commission in Luke xxiv. our 
whioh fell from our brother's lips was: brother, Mr. W. Rumsey, led us in 
"We a.re all missionaries, because we prayer. The singing of the hymn from 
have been redeemed by the precious our Mission book, 
blood of Christ." Re conoluded by . .. I love to tell the story 

• • th 1·ee1·0 ' o 1·ee Ol unscon thingi; n.bovei'' 1nv1ng- us e m nary e pr m : 
llLo, I am with you a.lwa.y." will, I am sure, never be forgotten by 

Pastor H. D. Sa.ndell'e text was," 0, tho~e present. 'fhe Lord'• presence wa.s 
send out Thy light and Thy truth!" felt a.II through the meeting, whioh was 
which he termed a missionary motto. the beet anniversary we have bad. We 
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thank God and take courage. All the 
praise and glory His dne.-W. DIXON. 

LEYTON (GOLDSMITH-ROAD).
Special services were held on Good 
Friday, April let, when two eermon9 
were preached by Mr. J. E. Flegg, that 
in the afternoon from Johnx. 11." I am 
the Good Shepherd : the good shepherd 
giveth hie life for the sheep." The 
characteristics of the flock were noticed, 
as being chosen, marked, and called; 
the excellencies of the Shepnerd in His 
pecnliar, individnal, and comte.nt care 
of Hie flock ; and the love of the 
Shepherd in volnntarily '!'iving Hie life 
as the payment of the penalty due to 
the flock and as their eubstitnte. The 
evening sermon was from Gen. xxxi. 13, 
"I am the God of Bethel." The God of 
Bethel is He who appears for His people 
in providence, and who reveals Himself 
to them in grace. He who appeared to 
Jacob and gave him a definite promise 
is the God who fnlfils many promises in 
the experience of His people to-day. 
We were cheered and enconraged by 
these services, which were mnch appre
ciated. A fair nnmber gathered, and 
collections were good. The chapel has 
had some necessary repair exeonted 
inside, and looks brighter and more 
comfortable. The neighbourhood is a 
growing one, many new honses being 
bnilt, and it is hoped that among the 
many who come to reside here, there 
may be some who will oome in to sup
port us. Readers of the "E. V. & G. H." 
in the neighbourhood, and unattached 
to any sister Chnrch, are reqneeted to 
note the address; we shall be glad to 
see them. 

RE AD ING (PROVIDENCE).-The 
nsnal Good Friday service in connection 
with this Canse was of a very en
couraging character. Mr. J. W. Gosling, 
of Hartley Witney, preached in the 
evening. The eervioe was commenced 
by hymn 1,005 in Gadsby's Selection. 
"Come, let us join our obeerfnl songs;" 
and our brother took for his reading 
Rom. xii. He then gave ns a very 
praotioe.I discourse on "Christian Ser
vice," taking Col. iii. 23, 24 as a basis 
for his remarks. During the service 
anthems were sung by the young 
friends, and a collection was taken on 
behalf of the deficit incurred on the 
new school bnildinge. We were much 
gratified to see with us our pastor-elect, 
Mr. J. Lambourne, late of Warbor_e, 
and also our esteemed brother lllr. H. 
Coxeter, of Bucklebnry. A public tea 
was held at 5 o'clock, at which a goodly 
number of friends were present. 

GUILDFORD, SURREY.-On Lord's. 
day, March 20th, the Sunday-school 
anniveree.ry we.e celebre.ted. Sermons 
were pree.ched morning e.nd evening by 

our pe.etor,e.nd e. service for the children 
we.s held in the afternoon, when the 
prizes were distributed. On Wedneede.y, 
March 23rd, e.t 3 30, pe.stor E. llle.rsh (of 
Stre.tford) pree.ohed: the cone-regation 
we.a e. large one, the che.pel being quite 
full. Tee. we.s provided in the school
room, which we.s crowded to over
flowing; e.nd e.t 6.30 promptly, the 
evening meeting commenced F. J. 
Catchpole. Esq. (of New Cross, London), 
being in the che.1r. The report we.e ree.d 
by the snperintendent, lllr. G. Pickett, 
e.nd the ohairme.n's address we.s of an 
encouraging ne.tnre, as he spoke of the 
ve.rione items the report disclosed. Mr. 
D. Mann (of Cranleigh) in e. very e.ble 
speech moved the e.doption of the 
report, which was seconded by Mr. W. 
Wileme.n, in e. bright e.nd cheering 
e.ddrese. Mr. E. Me.rsh ge.ve a very 
interesting address, more esi,ecially to
the echole.rs, which we.a mnch enjoyed. 
Onr pastor me.de e. short speeoh, in 
which he thanked the ohe.irme.n and all 
the friends for coming to our help, and 
for the friends in providing tee., and 
attending to the ve.rions matters 
tending to the present successfnl anni
versary. He also tonohingly referred to 
absent friends,espeoially Mr. J. Billing, 
and with the closing hymn, 

"Holiest, breathe an evening blessing, 
Ere repose onr spirits seal," 

a very happy day ended. The chapel 
was crowded. The collections from all 
sources has reached the tote.I of just 
over :£26 ; and so we thank God and 
take oourage. 

BRENTFORD (NOBTH•BOAD).-The 
86th e.nniversary of the Canse here we.a 
held on Ee.ster M onde.y, April 4th, when 
three sermons were preached. The 
attendance we.a very good e.t each 
service and the sermons were mnoh 
appreciated. In the morning pastor E. 
Mitchell pree.ohed from Rom. vii. 25. 
In the afternoon pastor 0. 8. Dolbey 
preached from Zeoh. x. 6. In the 
evening our own pastor, Mr. R. Mn timer, 
pree.ohed. He took for his text Mark 
xv. 37. May the Lord's richest blessin_g 
rest upon the proolame.tion of His 
Word, upon His servants, and upon all 
those wh!l were present at these services, 
is the prayer of--E. FROMOW, 

CLAPHAM (REHOB0TH, BEDFORD· 
ROAD). -On Sunday and Tneedo.y, 20th 
and 22nd Me.rob, we held onr 47th anni
versary of forme.tion of the Chnroh. 
Sermons on Sunday were preached by 
Mr. De.dswell and the pastor. On Tues
day afternoon, Mr. John Bneh preached 
from Paa. xxxi. 14, 15, to a good con
gregation. A good number pe.rtook of 
tea in the schoolroom. At the evening 
meeting Mr. J. M. Rundell tc.ok the 
chair, e.nd after singing and reading 
from 2 Tim. i., brother R. Bawden. 
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sought the Divine bleseing. Our chair• 1 the attendance had nevertheless been 
man then gave ne a few ohoice and fairly good. The children's proirra.mme 
savoury words, whioh were well was interspersed with Scriptural 
reoeived. Brother Joseph Arnold read addresses by Messrs. Brazier, Galley, 
his report, which spoke of our p~st and Eleev, Holden, and the superintendent, 
present position e.e a Church. Brother E. P. Baldwin. The collections and 
Bush followed with a sermonette on snbscripticns were exceeding good. 
the words," Whose I am, and whom I being a.boot £!l.-T. B. 
serve." Brother Beeoher from the words, 
"Of Hie fnlnees have we received," &c. 
0 ur young brother G oodenongh followed 
from" Ye in Me, and I in yon." Brother 
Cornwell gave a few words founded on 
Matt. :xviii., "He forgave him all." 
Pastor W. Waite made a few remarks, 
and thanked all present for their atten
dance and help. Thi, chairman in a few 
words and ~hort prayer brought the 
meeting to a close. 

PECKHAM (ZION, HEATON·ROAD)
On Easter Monday service• in a.id of 
the Extinction of the Building Debt on 
this Cause were held. In the afternoon 
Pastor Chilvers (of Ipswich), preached 
to an encouraging auditory a God
honouring disoourse, bl\eed on the test
ing of Abraham's faith at Mount 
Moriah. At 5 o'clook some eighty or more 
friends ea.t down to tea. At 6.30 a pnblio 
meetin,r was hPld, at which our brother, 
Mr. J. Banyard, a former deaoon, pre
sided. After the reading of the report 
by Mr. Vialls, addresses were given by 
brethren Chilvers from the "Prodigal 
Son," E. White on Paa. lx. -l, Voysey on 
the "Saorifioes," and T. Jones, on the 
" Ascension." Altogether the servioes 
were snooe~sful. the oolleotione eq nal to 
those of previous year,. We are making 
strenuous efforts to pay off another £50, 
and will be thankful for any help.-J. 
KNIGHTS, 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM).-The Sunday
sohool anniversary eervioes were held 
on Sunday, Maroh 13th, when the pastor, 
Mr. F. C. Holden, delivered two 
exoellent sermons, whioh were in every 
way appropriate to the ocoasion, his 
texts being Gen. :dviii. 15, 16, and Paa. 
oxlv. 7. In the afternoon Mr. G. Nash 
kindly addressed the eobool in an in
teresting and profitable manner from 
the words, "Searob the Soripturee." 
On the following Thursday a 1oodly 
number or friends assembled with the 
scholars for te", the eohoolroom being 
fairly filled. In the evening a publio 
meeting was held for the purpose of 
distributing some sixty prizes to the 
soholars, speoial anthems and reoita
tione also being rendered by them. W. 
8. Millwood, Esq., presided, and sought 
to inetrnot the ohildren in reading, and 
oommenting upon Paalm 1. Mr. He.II 
offered prayer, and the seoretary read 
the report, which testified of another 
year's work of faith and labour of love 
in the interest of the young, and showed 
that notwithstanding some falling off, 

STEPNEY (REHOBOTH). - Most 
enjoyable services were held in this 
sanctuary on Easter Sonday, in com• 
memoration of the 61st anniversaTy of 
the Sabbath School. Our pastor, )lr. J. 
Parnell, preached in the morning from 
'' And they said among themselves, Who 
ahall roll us away the •tone from the 
door of the sepulchre 1 " The evening 
text being, "Train op a child in the 
way he ebonld go, and when he is old. 
be will not depart from it." In the 
afternoon the scholars, teachere, and 
friends n.ssembled in the chapel. and 
mnoh enjoyed an address by the pMtor. 
upon "In that day shall there be upon 
the bells or the horses, Holiness unto 
the Lord." Easter Monday afternoon 
Mr. E. Mitohell preaohed his annual 
sermon to our young friend•, Jnbject, 
"The true riohes" (Luke xvi. 11 ). The 
evening meeting was presided over by 
our pa.star, in the abscence of Mr. W. 
Harris, who we regret was prevented 
from attending throul{h illnesa Tbe 
president read Paa. viii., and Mr. A. 
Silvester asked the Lord'• blessing. The 
report read by the superintendent, Mr. 
Hayter Scrivener, sta.ted there were H2 
aoholo.rs on the books. The Spirit of the 
Lord is with us, ble,sing Hie Word, one 
fro1n the young women's Bible-olass 
having been baptised, and r1dded to the 
Cbnroh durinl{ tbe year, Mr. T. Jones 
spoke of Obrist. the teo.oher' • and 
preaober's example. Mr. E. Mitchell's 
subject was "Sowing the Reed of the 
Word of God." Mr. F. C. Holden spoke 
upon·• That they might aet their hope 
in God." Our pastor's eubjeot wo.e 
"Prayer and Peraeveranoe." The 
eoholars are deserving or praise for the 
exoellent manner in which they song 
the hymns whioh were oomposed for 
the oocasion by the anperintendeot. 
Prayer and the Doxology olosed this 
happy meeting.-HAYTER SCRIVENER. 

NOTTING RILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
-The 38th anniversary WI\S oelebrated 
on April 10th and 12th. On the former 
date Mr. A. B. Hall preaohed morning 
and eveninir. and on the l&tter pastor J. 
Bush, of Kingston, preached in the 
afternoon. 1n the evening a public 
meeting was ht!ld. pre~ided over by F. 
J. Catohpole, Esq., who, 11,fter a hymn 
had been song, read Paa. xx. Brother 
Dann implored the Divine blessing. A 
abort report was read by the secretary, 
in which the loss th~ Church bad 
sn@tained by the deaths of brother 
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Oxborrow, deaoon, and his wife within 
the past month was commented on. The 
chairman expressed his sympathy with 
us as a Church, and remarked that God 
buried His servants, but His work still 
goes on. He concluded his address by 
commending to us 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17. 
Brother C. J. Dykes gave an interesting 
address based on Psa.. xl. 7. Pastor A. 
Andrews followed with cheering words 
upon '· My people shall be satisfied with 
My goodness" (Jer. xxxi. 14). Pastor 
H. Dads well also sympathized. He could 
do eo, as he had a deacon for twenty 
years, and a member for forty-four 
years (paralyzed), both passed away. 
"But thou remainest," he had to say to 
many he had known and loved. May 
onr hearts be uplifted when we remem• 
ber that with even two or three He has 
promised to be, who are gathered to
gether in His name. He is unchange
able. He will not leave nor forsake us. 
Pastor Brown's snbject was "the Peace 
and Prosperity of Zion." "Peace be 
within thy walls, and prosperity with
in thy palaces." This is the desire of 
all the Churches. Singing, prayer, and 
singing the Doxology, brought this 
snccessfnl meeting to a close. The 
collections amounted to over £6, for 
which we are thankfnl.-W. C. B. 

FLEET, RANTS (EBENEZER).-Once 
more we "l'I ere as a Church privileged to 
meet and celebrate on Good Friday last, 
the anniversary of our birth, and also 
of the settlement of our pastor, Mr. E. 
Medhurst. Being favoured with fine 
weather, we were also cbP.ered with the 
visit of friends from all the snrround
ing Churches, taxing_ our accommoda
tion to the ntmost. For this especial as 
well as our ordinary blessings we wish 
to '' thank God and take courage." It 
was our happy lot to have ou this 
occasion to minister to us in holy 
thing• pastor T. Hull, of Ha~tings, 
whose te•timony, it is needless to state, 
partook of three elements-solidity in 
doctrine, sobriety in statement, and 
faithfulness in dealing with all present. 
We believe the blessing and presence of 
God were enjoyed by liispeoplepresent. 
And now may He lead us through the 
year we have just entered with hope 
and expectation so that we may have to 
exclaim at its close, "What bath God 
wrought? "-JOSIAH. 

HALESWORTR.-On Good Friday, 
April 1st, special services were held, 
when an excellent sermon was preached 
by our esteemed brother Suggate, from 
the words, "Christ All-and-in-All." 
Tea and public meeting followed, 
presided over by Mr. Suggate. "1-:indred 
in Christ" having been sunir, a Psalm 
read, and prayer offered, Mr. Picton, 
minister of the Congregational Chapel, 
addressed the meeting on Christ 

and the benefits BCcruing to those who 
are brought into contact with Him. 
Brother Edwards made a few remarks 
on "Stirring up your pure minds by 
way of rememb~anoe." Brother Watts 
referred to the visit of the Queen of 
Sheba to Solomon. Brother Sheldrake 
concluded with an address on the words, 
•• It is finished."-H. P. 

TUNSTALL, SUFFOLK.-The 
annual meeting was held on Good 
Friday, when Mr. Emmerson preached 
in the afternoon from Numb. xvi. 48, 
and in the evening from Isa. vi. 5, 6. 
Both sermons were much enjoyed. On 
the following Sunday, Mr. Murrell 
oommenoed hie labours amongst us as 
pastor. Our congregations have in
creased since he came amongst us, and 
we pray that he may be i;rreatly bleat to 
the ingathering of many.-A MEMBER. 

WANDSWORTH COMMON (CHAT· 
HAM•R0AD).-On Easter Sunday and 
Monday, April 3rd and 4th, we held 
meetings in celebration of the ninth 
anniversary of the Church and the fifth 
of pastor J. E. Flegg's ministry. Two 
sermons were preached by our pastor on 
Sunday-in the morning from Luke 
xxiv. 46; evening, Josh. xiii. I, "There 
remaineth yet very much land to be 
possessed." Our pastor dwelt very 
sweetly on the goodness of God to our 
oause here in recounting the nine yen.re 
of our existence as a Chnroh, and also 
during his own pastorate of five years, 
in whioh time our Lord has undoubtedly 
blessed uo greatly. But in looking 
round our own neighbourhood one oould 
plainly see that "there is yet very much 
land to be possessed." 'l'he same was 
applied to the spiritual attainments in 
the Church. On Monday afternoon 
pastor G, W. Thomas, of Watford, 
preached a sermon from Jer. !i. 16, 
"Thus eaith the Lord, Stand ye 1n the 
ways, and see, and ask for the old 
paths," &o. Our dear brother ~pok~ of 
the difficulty some found to-day m stick
ing to the old truths, and suggested that 
the inclination was to go to an enter
to.inment rather than a prayer-meet
ing. The sermon was full of the good 
old doctrine of free and sovereign grace, 
and was evidently enjoyed by th~ goodly 
company assembled. In the evening 
pastor J. E. Hazelton, of Hill-street, 
spoke from the words in 1 Cor. xv. 35, 
"But some man will say, How are the 
dead raised up 1 and with what body rlo 
they oome 1" The way in which the 
large oompa1iy listened to our brother 
was proof of their spiritual enjoyment. 
A wonder-working God who was able to 
transform 11, dead soul into 11, living one 
was 11,ble to raise our bodies at the 
resurrection. Eao~ one that th1:1 writer 
spoke to testified to the spiritu_al profit 

I received, and we are greatly indebted 
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to our brother for hie deeply-thought
out and instructive sermon. May God 
riohly bless him in hie work. The whole 
Churoh at Chatham-road are united aa 
one to our dear pastor, and pray that 
his labours among na may be crowned 
with rich Ppiritual success. 

ST. ALBANS (BETHEL).-We desire 
to thank our heavenly Father for 
&I1other manifestation of Hie love and 
presence in our midst on Monday, April 
·Uh, when we were favoured to have 
with us our esteemed brother E. Marsh, 
of Stratford, who we all rejoiced to see 
restored in health and strength. The 
dear Lord granted us very favourable 
weather, and also constrained many of 
Hie dear people to meet together to 
hear the troth as it is in J eaua to their 
souls' edifioation and profit. Our 
brother was blessedly led in the after
noon to preach from the words found 
in 1 Pet. i. 3, "The Christian's Hope." 
Hie discourse was opened up thus
(1) The Source. a risen and exalted 
Christ ; (2) The Standard, i; ao -
cording to Hie abounding mero:v; (3) 
The ohanoteristic-lively; (-l) Conse
quence of possession-we are to bear 
witness. Speaking in the power of the 
Holy Ghost, our brother was instrumen
tal in enoonraging many a weary pil
grim travelling Zionward. In the 
interval of aervioe a public tea WI\B 
provided, to whioh a roodly number of 
the friends eat down. At the eveninl{ 
service our brother was again helped to 
preaoh a spiritually eloquent sermon 
from the words found in Psalm 
ln:ii. 15. Good numbers attended 
eaoh service, a.nd our oolleotions 
were slightly a.hove the a.verage. 
We ea.rnestly desire to reoord our grati
tnde to a.n ever-faithful God for His 
abnnda.nt meroy to UP, and also tha.nk 
all the friends from the neighbouring 
oa.uses of truth who gladdened our 
hearts by their presence o.nd helped to 
ma.ke the day a. complete auooeds in the 
proper sense of the word. At the close 
of the da.y, while meditating upon the 
goodness of our God, thPae words of the 
poet oame home very forcibly to the 
writer's mind : 

"Bow co.n I sink with such a. Prop? 
Or lose my way with such a. Guide?" 

To God be all the praise. Amen.
G. W. 

HOHNSEY RISE (EBENEZER SUN• 
DAY - SCHOOL, ELTHORNE • ROAD). -
SPECIAL servioea to celebrate the 21st 
anniversary of the sohool were held on 
Maroh 13th and 17th, two sermons 
being preached on the Lord's•d"y by 
onr pastor, Mr. H. D. Sa.ndell. On the 
following Thurada.y the schola.rs met 
for tea. at 5.30, and a. public meeting 
was held in the evening at 7 o'clock, 
presided over by E. H. Britton, Eaq., of 

Wilton-equare. After singing, the 
rea.di:ig of the Scriptures, and prayer, 
the secretary read the report, which 
showed 66 regular scholars on the 
boob, with eight teachere, there having 
been a.n increase of two male teachers 
during the year. The chairman in his 
address ga.ve some good advice to both 
teachers &Ild scholars, and having
wished ns much prosperity during the 
ensuing- year. called upon our esteemed 
friend, Mr. J. E. Elsey, to address the 
meeting, who, in a. very succinct m&Il
manner, illustrated what good friends 
the Bible, the Snnday-schooL and 
prayer were, basin!!" his remarks upon 
Prov. xxvii. 10. The next speaker was 
Mr. F. Barne~. of Chelsea. who greeted 
ns as a fellow-labourer in the work, and 
expressed the pleasure he had in beinl!" 
with us. He presented the 12th verse 
of Psalm cxliv. as being the desire of 
every true a.nd earnest tea.oher, and 
although discouragement~ a.nd diflioul
ties were often encountered, he gave 
wise counsel concerning- seeking the 
Divine a.id and leadings in them. Our 
old friend and brother, Mr. A. Licence. 
followed. He stated he had bought his 
subject for a penny, a.nd having pro
duced a penoil, drew some striking 
parallels between it and our lives. The 
a.g-gregate oolleotions totalled £8 ls. lOj., 
a.nd we indeed feel muoh strengthened 
a.nd encouraged to go forward in our 
work 11,mong the rising ra.oe, believing 
tho.t our gra.cioua God will own and 
bless our la.bours.-A. G. SANDELL, 
Hon. Sec. 

CLARE, SUFFOLK. 
THE pastor, Mr. W. Tooke, after 
labourmg here for seven yea.re, having 
resigned hie position on the ground of 
ill-bee.Ith, ooncluded his ministry on 
Lord's-day, March 20th, when large 
congregations gathered to listen to his 
farewell sermons. 

On Tueado.y, Mo.roh 22nd, o. public 
f1uewell meeting wo.s held, whioh wo.s 
attended by a lnrge number of the 
members of the Clluroh ,md oongregn
tion, and a.lao by o. number of the 
residents in the town and d IAtrict The 
senior deaoou presided, who in his 
address expressed his ple"sure at the 
presence of so many, although they felt 
sorrowful for the objeot of the meeting. 
He then paid a. feeling testimony to the 
pastor's ministry, stating that he ho.d 
laboured in season o.nd out of season, 
faithfullv declaring the whole oounsel 
of God. During Mr. Tooke'd pastoro.te 
muoh ba.d been done for the improve
ment of the oha.pel. A new platform 
had been erected, 11, new organ obtained, 
the buildings thoroughly renovo.ted, 
and the fine.nee• of the Churoh placed 
on a sounder basis. Better still, by the 
help of God, a more lastinir 11,nd enduring 
work bad been a.coomplished by the 
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ingathering of precions son ls and many 
additions to tile Church. After speak
ing of the unity which had existed 
between himself and the pastor, the 
chairman concluded with the sincere 
hope that they should often see Mr. 
Tooke at Clare, and that a change of air 
would restore him and Mrs. Tooke to 
health and strength, and wished him, 
wherever God might lead him, the 
richest of blessings. 

Short addresses were l!'iven by Messrs. 
Tarrant, Woolard, H. Ince, and pastor 
H. D. Tooke, of Lowestoft. 

A very pleasing fe&ture of the even
ing- was the presentation to Mr. Tooke 
-of a framed illuminated address. The 
present&tion was ma.de by deacon 
Wiffen on behalf of the Church. 

Mr. W. Crow. on behalf of the Chris• 
tia.n Endeavour Society, having testified 
to the help and encouragement the 
young people had received from the 
pastor, presented him and Mre. Tooke 
with a ha.ndsome silver-plated fruit 
dish, suit&bly inscribed. 

The pastor feelingly acknowledged 
the gifts, and heartily thanked all for 
them. and also for the kind words of 
appreciation spoken concerning his 
wm·k. He wished publicly to state 
that his reason for leaving was purely 
on the ground of physical inability to 
fulfil all the dntie, devolving upon 
him as pastor of this Church. After 
reviewing the work of the past seven 
years, he st:.ted that he did not know 
where he should go in the foture, but 
that he left confidently in the hands of 
God. In bidding them farewell, he did 
so with every heartfelt wish for their 
future prosperity as a Church and 
people, and trusted that he might have 
the pleasure of visiting them again aud 
al!ain in the time to come. 

The chairman closed a very encoura
ging meeting on behalf of the deacons 
and Chnrch by wishing Mr. Tooke 
-God-speed, and trusting that God wonld 
guide and help him in the future by 
directing his steps to another sphere of 
great usefulness and service. 

H.D.T. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
ELTHORNE·ROAD, HORNBEY RISE, 

SPECIAL services on behalf of the above 
Mission were held here on Good Friday, 
April 1st, when pastor E. Mitchell, 
president, preached in the afternoon 
from Rom. i. 16. '' I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ," wherein he set 
forth what the Gospel really is, in pro
claiming with no uncertain sound the 
atoning sacrifice of Jesus for sin, and 
His substitutionary character as our 
Surety, and its preordination in every 
detail. the truth of suoh being proved 
throughout the Scriptures. and by our ex
perience of the resulting benefits placing 
-the matter beyond the controversy of 

opponents ; and then, as to the necessity 
of believers confessing Christ, and 
readiness to consistently acknowledse 
Him. as the apostle did, at all times, 1n 
all places, in all society, and under all 
circumstances, there being nothing in 
the Gospel of Christ to be ashamed of. 
The preacher bore personal testimony 
to the value of a bold front to the 
enemy, and not yielding to the besetting 
temptation of being ashamed. 

After a sooial tea in the schoolroom, 
paotor S. T. Belcher, secretary, preached 
in the evening from Aots viii. 35. In 
pressing the claim of the heathen to 
our consideration, the preacher re
marked that, by the example l!'iven us 
of the conversion of the Ethiopian 
eunuch, the grea.t truth was set forth 
that the Gospel was adapted to all 
kinds and conditions of men, and that 
although some ra.ces of mankinn are 
despised and considered degraded, the 
more favoured tribee ha.d still the same 
depraved na.ture, and therefore needed 
the same Gospel, and that patriarchs 
and prophets and apostles were men of 
like passions as we are. Then, a.a to the 
necessity of being sent to preach Jesus, 
to be successful iG must be by the direc
tion and influence of the Holy GhosG. 

Mr. Belcher gave some interesting 
particulars of the growth of the 
Mission, under the Lord's blessing, 
during the past six yea.re, 11,nd the 
encouraging features of the present 
position and prospects. 

A goodly number attended the ser
vices, and praotioal interest was mani
fested by a good oolleotion for the 
Mission funds. May m&ny snob pleasant 
a.nd profitable services be enjoyed and 
the prediction of •· abundance of rain" 
be spiritually realised. H. G. 

WETHERDEN, STOWMARKET.
On Ea.ster Monday the anniversary of 
the Baptist Chapel was celebrated. 
The prea.oher for the day was the pastor 
of Saxmundham, Mr, W. H. Berry, who 
preached to a good oongrel!'ation in the 
afternoon. A publio tea. followed, and 
a good number attended. The pastor 
(S. B.Stooker) presided at tho afternoon 
meeting, and addresses were given by 
the pastor, and brethren Striokson, 
Haddock, Abbiss, O. Mothersole, and W. 
H. Berry. A very pleasant day termi
nated with the Benediction. 

STOKE ASH. 
THE sohool ohildren'e winter treat took 
plu.ce on February 2nd la.et in a g_ranary 
kindly lent and prepared by Mr. Bloom
field, Chapel Farm. Enough subscrip
tions were oollected by Mrs. Annis to 
provide a. tea, two trees heavily loaded 
with presents of toys, eto., and an article 
of wearing &pparel for eaoh ohild ; a 
gift of fruit by Mr. Copping filled the 
remainder of the pockets to overflowing. 
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when the ohildren left for home, All 
expressed their hee.rty the.nke for the 
evening's enterte.inmeot e.nd gifts by 
hee.rty cheer• to the givers e.od workers. 

On Me.rch 30th Mr. Hitchcock e.nd 
fe.mily kindly invited e.ll the offi.oere 
e.nd tee.ohere of the eohool (a.boat 
twenty) .to tee., when all enjoyed 
the opportunity of talking over school 
me.ne.gement and listening to music, 
During the evening one eep11cie.l e.ot of 
pleasure to all we.a the presenting by 
our worthy president, Mr. J. W. Colson, 
of We.lehe.m-le-Willowe, to oar lady 
superintendent, Miss Bee.n, of e. bag 
of money subscribed by the offi.oers, 
teachers, children, and chapel friends, 
who one and e.ll wished to testify to 
their love towards Miee Bean tor her 
devoted work on behe.lf of the Sande.y• 
school. Mr. Colson, in presenting the 
bag, spoke very kindly of her long 
service e.nd of the respect and love she 
he.d won from all, e.nd he hoped she 
might yet have many more yea.re of 
useful work to do in the Lord's ea.use. 
The superintendent. Mr. K. Cooke, also 
added his testimony to Mr. Colsoo's. 
Miss Bee.o, in the.nkiog the friends for 
their loving gift, spoke of the plea.sure 
the work he.d been to her for nigh on 
twenty years. She hoped the Lord 
would still bless her for some time to 
come to continue in it, though e.fre.id 
she would not be able to keep on so 
long in the future. The time pa.seed 
away very quickly, &R it does on e.ll 
euoh pleasant evenings. 

A vote of the.nks to Mr Hitohoook 
and family for their very kind enter
tainment oloeed the proceedings. 

WOOLWICH (ENoN).-On Tuesday, 
Me.rob 22nd, thl' thirteenth anniversary 
of the pe.eturate of Mr. E. White we.a 
celebrated. Pastor 0. S. Dolbey 
pree.ohed e.t S 30 from lee.. Ilvii. 10. 
After tea in the schoolroom, Mr. Thoe. 
Green presided over e. public meeting
in the ohe.pel, e.od ree.d Pee.Im oiii. Mr. 
Stringer, of Bexley, a.eked the Divine 
blessing. The ohe.irme.o then ir;ave out 
"Oh God, our help in a.gee past," which 
was most heartily sung, e.fter which 
our esteemed brother Mr. W. H. 
Abrahams (the Oharoh secretary e.nd 
superintendent of the Suoday-sobool) 
spoke from the words, "The sword of 
the Spirit." He dwelt more partiou• 
larly on our pastor's mini.try, e.od the 
teaching in the Suoda.y-sobool,of which 
all e.t Eoon are proud. He told us with 
joy the.t three he.d come from the senior 
olass and joined the Church during the 
past year, and the.t the brethren are 
still earnestly pre.yiD!f. The ohe.irme.n 
again favoured us with a few ohoioe 
words from "Ye minister• of His who 
do Hie plea.sure.'' He congratulated our 
pastor on his prolonged ministry and to 
the fact of his being kept by the power 

of God. Mr. West, of Erith, spoke from 
"Open Thou mine eyes." and said that 
hie motive for comiog that evening was 
to encourage and cona-ratulate pastor 
White. Mr. Fleirg spoke from the 
words ''Christian" and "World." lie 
spoke of the possible results of thirteen 
yea_rs of sermons which our pastor bad 
delivered to the glory of our ristn 
Lord. Mr. Rose spoke from Rom. xi. 
13, •· I magnify my office," &c. Mr. 0. 8. 
Dolbey spoke from" Brethren, pray fur 
u@, tha.t the Word of God may have free 
course, and that the Word may be glori
fied in others as in you." P~stor E. 
White spoke from "Having obtained 
help of God I continue to this day." A 
happy meeting we.a closed by the oh.air
man, and singing " Praise God from 
whom e.ll blessings flow." The meeting 
we.s well attended, and we have age.in 
to thank onr friends for coming in from 
the outlaying districts to oheer us. 
Collections were fairly good for the 
benefit of our esteemed pastor.-J. A. 
WREN. 

NEW CROSS (ZION).-The e.noue.l 
distribution of rewards to the Sundo.y 
schole.rs took ple.oe on Tnesday, April 
9th, 1901. Mr. F. J. Catohpole presided. 
and ge.ve e.n interesbing and instruoti ve 
addresH on the pare.ble of the te.lente. 
About 110 books were presented by Mr. 
T. G. C. Armstrong (superintendent) to 
those sohole.r• who he.d <1ue.lified them
selves for rewe.rd•. The proceedings 
were interspersed with reoite.tioos by 
Misses E. Fowler, Elsie Neigh.boar, 
Bertha Riddle. Mo.y Panoiter, G. 
Sherringhe.m, F. Wedderburn, Leslie 
Armstrong, and Geo. East, and the 
singing of several hymns. Votes of 
thanks to Miss Standen for kindly 
selecting the books and to the ohairmo.n 
were aooorded on the motion of Mr. 
Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Downing, 
and e. •imilar one to the superintendent 
and the secretary (Mr. W. J. Nash), 
proposed by the ohairme.n and seconded 
by Mr. J. D. Te.ylor. 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

A GLORIOUS gathering of young people 
filled "Salem," Wilton-•qaare. on 
Saturday, April 16th, 1904, e.t their 
spring meetings. In the afternoon 
pe.etor J. D. Thomas, of Ferndale, South 
Wale•. the new mi•sione.ry eleot, 
pree.ched from the words, "He.ve re
spect unto Thy covene.nt, for the de.rk 
ple.oes of the earth are full of the 
habitations of cruelty." Tee. followed, 
the schoolroom being well paoked, with 
an overflow in the che.pel, pe.stor G. W. 
Clark and his willing nelpers being 
kept busy in attending to the oree.ture 
comforts of suoh a le.rge pe.rty. 

In the evening pe.stor J. Pe.rnell 
(Stepney), the president, occupied the 
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chair in a. very efficient manner. Prayer 
was offered by Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong 
(New Cross) a.nd stimula.tiag addresses 
given by pa.store J. D. Thoma.a a.nd H. 
Morris Winch (Cha.tteris), which were 
followed by a. most interesting lecture 
on the work or the Society by pastor S. 
Gray (Brighton), the indera.tiga.ble 
secretary, with lantern views, many of 
them recently ta.ken by the beloved 
su!lerintendent, Mr. R. C. Strickson. 

Votes of thanks were accorded to the 
pastor a.nd friends for the use or chapel 
a.n.i entertainment, pastor S. Gray for 
lecture, a.nd pa.stor J. D. Thomas for 
showing the views, the Ra.me being pro
po;ed a.nd seconded by pastor F. Fells 
(Highbury) a.nd F. J. C&tchpole, Esq., 
the esteemed treasurer or the Society. 
A large a.mount of interest wa.s 
a.wakened or increased in the work 
carried on, the result of which will be 
eeen in days to come. To God be a.II the 
praise. 

PRESENTATION AT CROWLE, 
DONCASTER. 

Parker have also been the recipients of 
other gifts, privately, from va.rions 
triends.-Local Paper. 

PORTSMOUTII (REHOBOTH). -On 
April 1st (Good Friday) a successful tea. 
took place a.t the above plaoe of worship 
at 5 p.m., the proceeds of which wa.s 
given to help defray the expenses of the 
recent renovations to the chapel. At 
6.30 our dearly beloved a.nd mnch 
esteeo:;.ed brother Jamea Ayling (of 
Chiddingfold) preached a most experi
mental discourse from the words " It is 
finished." He spoke first of the la.w of 
works in its failing to make reparation 
for sin, and then showed how a poor 
sinner in his strivings for holiness in 
self failed, and how our dear Lord and 
Saviour delivered a. poor soul by His 
death and resurrection, and made an 
end of sin ; hence how true it is all is 
finished, and our souls approve it well. 
The hymn, '' Crown Him Lord of a.11" 
a.nd the Benediction closed the service, 
as we felt, too soon.-JOHN s. JORDAN. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. AT the Baptist Church, Crowle, on 
Monday, April 4th, a social gathering 
of a very interesting de@cription wa.s A SERMON will (o.v.) be preached on 
held to bid farewell to Mr. W. Rowton- Thursday evening, May 19th, by Mr. 
Parker, who ha.a resigned the pastorate James Ormiston, Rector of St. Mary-le
of the Church, held by him for the pa.et Port, Bristol, and E::litor of "The 
seventeen yea.re. During the evening Gospel Me.ge.zine," in St. Stephen's 
Mr. Rowton-Pe.rker was presented with Church, Coleman-street. City, by per
e. purse of gold, subscribed by the mission of the Rector. Service to com
Church and congrege.tion, a.nd numerous mence e.t 7 o'clock. 
other friende, of all denomi1'ations, in * * * 
tbe town a.nd neighbourhood, a.s a CAMBERWELL ASYLUM, 
token of their high esteem for his The 6!lth Anniversary will (o.v.) be 
public worth a.nd Christian character. held on Thursday, June 9th, at the 
Mr. Sargea.utson presided, a.nd Mr. G. Asylum. In the afternoon Mr. W. Sykes 
Camp (of Epworth) ma.de the presenta.- (of Hillsborough, Sheffield) will preach 
tion in a. short but well-chosen speech, iu the Chapel at 3 o'clock. Tea. a.t 5, 
in which he touched, gracefully a.nd tickets ls. ea.oh. In the evening, at 6.30, 
sympathetically, upon the very high a. public meeting will be held, presided 

:!:e~el~n b;b!11h c:~~e~
0
oft~~ta.:oki!~ l{es.18'01~~/.w.

81~;.!sit'rt~;, W.~;s:!:: 
munity, not only for bis ministerial and other friends will give addresses. 
le.hours, but also bis other manifold * * * 
works, both by pen and personal effort, HORNSEY RISE ASYLUM, 
for the good of a.II in the town a.nd 
surrounding distri~t. Peraone.lly, he The 33rd Anniverse.ry will (D.V.) be 
e8teemed him very much indeed, and held on Fride.y, July 1st, at the Asylum. 
deeply regretted his Rerious breakdown, In the afternoon Mr. F.Cecil Lovely, B.A. 
from excessive mental a.nd bodily (of Bexley), will prea.oh a.t 3 o'olook. In 
strain, which ha.d rendered his retire- the evening, e.t 6.45, a. sermon will be 
ment impere.tive, a.t lee.et fur some time, pree.ched by Mr. J, H. Hallett (of 
but he prayed God to grant, a. speedy Brighton). Refreshments throughout 
restor11,tion, so that he might render the da.y a.ccordinir to ta.riff. The Lady 
further valued service in the great Visitors will e.lso hold the Se.le of Work 
Master's ce.use, which he loves so well. on behalf of the Benevolent Fund for 
Others also spoke, a.nd Mr. Rowton- aiding sick and infirm inmates. Gifts 
Parker suitably responded in touching will be the.nkfully acknowledged, and 
words, the.t showed the deep emotion should reach the Asylum or t-he offioe 
the.t he we.B see.roe able to suppreBd, a. fortnight before the 11,nniver•a.ry. 
The remainder of tbe evening we.s Hpent DresRing je.ckets, aprons, pinafores, 
in social intercourRe, singing, &o. The adults flannelette underolothing, bed
whole wa.s preceded by a Hocie.l tea., the room slippers, knee-oa.ps, &o., would be 
gift of one of the dee.cons. We under- I especially aooepte.ble. 
ste.nd that M.r. snd Mrs. Rowton- As some friendH ma.y not be 11,ble to 
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send work or to be present, the Secretary 
will be happy to receive from them any 

3Ca.niary oontribntions to include in 
e results. . .. 

• Old age and poverty present a plea 
;vhioh must tonoh every heart that is 
11,ffeoted by the sight of helplessness and 
need, and when to this twofold claim is 
added that of the roasesaion of vit11,l 
religion, 11, "threefold cord " "not 
quickly broken" draws forth the sym
pathy and aid of all who realise their 
indebtedness to the graoe of God. For 
the Eole object of assisting the poor and 
aged members of " the household of 
faith," without reference to denomina
tion, this Society was instituted 97 
years ago, and has ever since o&rried on 
its work upon the baai• of Protestant 
and Soriptnral trnth. Upwards of £40 
daily are ·now needed to meet all the 
claims made upon the Institution. Who 
will help 1 

JOSEPH COXHEAD 
depa.rted this life on February 1st, 1904, 
in his 84th year. He was baptized by 
Mr. Waterer in October, 1865, and oon
tinned in membership with the Chnroh 
at Elthome-roa.d, filling the oflioe of 
deaoon there for about twenty years in 
an honourable and acceptable m11,nner, 
Our brother had been 111,id aside for the 
p11,st three or four years through age 
and infirmity, and was une.ble to get so 
fe.r e.s the ohapel for the gree.ter part of 
that time, but he enjoyed the visits of 
friends, e.nd was e.lwaya he.ppy in oon
versing on spiritual things 11,nd in 
prayer. On one 00011,sion our pastor, 
Mr. Se.ndell, e.sked him how he felt in 
soul matters, e.nd he expressed himself 
e.s being on the Rook (Christ). When 
able it we.s our brother's ohief delight 
to be present 11,t the services of the 
se.notue.ry, and he e.lwe.rs manifested a 
loving e.nd sympathia1ng spirit. We 
indeed feel our loss is hie eternal gain, 
e.nd that he is gone to be with Christ, 
whioh is fe.r better. Our dear brother 
highly esteemed the Lord's ministering 
servants, and delighted to entertain 
them e.t his house when supplying at 
our ohe.pel; he we.s also rervent in 
pre.yer tor them, and for the welfare of 
Zion. Our brother had me.ny trials, 
both outwe.rd e.nd inwe.rd, but these 
m11onifestly tended to keep him humble 
11,nd prayerfnl, and 011,used him to 
realise the.t he was a sinner se.ved by 
gre.oe. He often expressed the desire to 
acknowledge the Lord in e.11 his ways, 
relying on His promise to direct his 
paths. After long we.iting e.nd expecta
tion his end oame e.t the 11,ppointed 
time, e.nd he depe.rted pee.cetully as one 
going to rest. A sister of the Lord, who 
wa.s with him nee.rly to the last, when 

informed of hie departure was much 
impressed by tbe words, " One gentle 
sigh each fetter breaks," &c. The 
funeral took place at Finchley on Feb . 
6th, when oar pastor officiated, and the 
deacons and a few friends attended. 
Onr pastor preached on the following 
Sunday evening from the text, 
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of Hie saints" (Pi!&. cxvi. 15). 
-H. G. 

AMOS OAKES, of Maida Vale, London 
(1842-190!), 

was one of the "brave, heroic souls" 
with whom from time to time Suffolk 
baa enriched our Metropolitan Churches. 
Hie origin was lowly. He began life's 
active business at Wood Hall farm, 
Stoke Ash, h"llowed to many by precious 
memories of the pa.at. The Baptist 
Ca.me was then prospering greatly, and 
its minister, Charles Hill, pursued his 
labours with abundant tokens of the 
Divine blessing. The Church was 
zealous and active. The Sunday-school 
was moat prosperous. This our friend 
attended, and impressions there made 
on his heart and character were never 
effa.oed. At this time, as he was wont to 
relate, he was the subjeot of a remark
able interposition of providence. The 
gutters and staok pipe of one of the 
houses behind the ohapel had become 
ologj?ed with hay and stioke. the 
remains of some birds' nests which the 
swallows had abandoned. These, at his 
father's request, the lad olim bed over 
the roof to remove. At length, feeling 
oramped, he inoautiously stood ereot, 
missed his footing, and was on the point 
of falling, when, as he averred, he fdt 
himRelf steadied as by a material hand 
touching his baok. On regrLining his 
equilibrium, he looked round, but asw 
no one, snd it was ever after his fixed 
belief that his death had been averted 
by an angel, sent from heaven to eave 
him. At the dawn of manhood. a friend 
in the West End, who had notioed him 
with approbation, made an opening for 
him in his business. In thie, from s 
humble position he steadily rose, sc11uir
ing the needed experience, winning 
universal respect, and economising hie 
earnings with self-denying care, till on 
his employer's retirement, he was sble 
to aRsume the responsibility of the oon
cern, whioh he oonduoted with oredit as 
,~ Christian tradesme.n till about three 
yee.ra sinoe. On oominj? to London, he 
made Hill-street Che.pal his religions 
home, though he did not join theChuroh, 
a.nd long remained as an honourable 
nnd honoured outer-oourt worshipper. 
A Mphere more favourable to develop 
godlin1Jas in a young man oan hardly 
be conceived. John Foreman. the 
revered pastor, was a father in Israel, 
and his colleagues, the brethren Beazley, 
Buckoke, Harris, Robbins, Tinson, and 
Wilson, were men, not only of great 
spirituality, but of high moral worth 
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and rare intelligence and capacity. Here 
our friend grew in the grace and ways 
of God. till in 1872, the pastor's decease, 
and the circumstances which followed, 
greatly affected many to whom" Mount 
Zion" was dear. A majority of the 
Church and oongreg-ation favoured the 
election of a minister whom others 
could not hear with profit; some even 
deeming that he was forced on the 
suffrages of the people in a manner con• 
trary to the constitution and policy of 
a Nonconformist Church. Among 
the~e was our brother Oakes, who, with 
others, withdrew to form the nucleus 
of the congreiration which has since 
worshipped 1n Shouldham-street Chapel, 
which was obtained for this purpose. 
His conduct was most manly, To break 
off endeared associations and to leave 
valued and influential friends involved 
no light a cross, which, however, he 
bravely took up, and the step proved 
the crisis in his spiritual history. The 
ministry of William Carpenter, who was 
chosen to the pastorate, was at first 
made useful to him. A time of love 
followed, and in 1877 he was baptised 
and joined the Church. It often pleases 
God to connect peculiar blessing with 
practical loyalty to Hie etatutee and 
commandments, in the keeping of 
which "there is great reward" (Psa. 
xi.x. 11). It should be said that this 
action of our brother and his friends, 
when viewed in the light of subsequent 
evente, is now deemed to have been a 
warranted and wise one, as many who 
are with the Lord, and others who 
"remain to this day" have candidly but 
sorrowfnlly admitted. The relations of 
both Churches to each other have long 
been most cordial, facts which exemplify 
the truth that they" who in these things 
serve Christ, are acceptable to God and 
approved of men" (Rom. iriv.15). From 
this period, a change was noticeable in 
our dear friend. Though still a humble 
and experimental Christian, much of 
his diffidence left him. He manifested 
greater boldness and decision in the 
thing~ of God. Thie his fellow
members were not slow to perceive, and 
in the trcublous times which followed 
he won universal respect, and his death 
has created a void which it will be hard 
to fill. The largeness and softnees of 
his heart were known to many within 
and without the Church, for to the poor 
in body as well as to the poor in spirit, 
he was a friend indeed. Sensitiveness 
was hie marked characteristic, and 
nothing moved him more than the 
testimony of those who came before 
the Church, when tears of joy and 
thankfulness would run from hie eyes. 
As a husband, none were more devoted. 
As a deacon, none more constant in the 
duties connected with that position 
which he filled for many years, and as 
the superintendent of the school he was 
beloved alike by teachers and sohole.rs, 

The writer knows several who were 
taught in the school, who now fill 
honourable positions in our Causes 
throughout the country. Amongst the 
many who mourn the losR none does •o 
more than his pastor, who was always 
cheered and encouraged by his loving 
sympathy and valuable advice. Retir
ing from buRinees three years since on 
account of ill health and other causes, 
he was kept under the hand of affliction, 
and under the best advice he underwent 
& serious operation, to which although 
successful, he Ruccumbed, passing away 
on February 29th le.et. Hie mortal 
remains were conveyed to Shouldhe.m
street Chapel, on Saturday, Me.rc·h 5th, 
and after a short service, whioh was 
attended by many friends and ministers 
of other Churchee, were interred in 
Paddington Cemetery. He rests in the 
certain hope of rising age.in. Our sister, 
Mrs. Oakes, tenders her thanks for 
many expressions of sympathy, and 
heirs her numerous friends to aooept 
this as her only possible e.oknowledg
ment.-W. F. W. 

BENJAMIN WOODROW. 
On January 13th, in his 81st year, our 

brother was called to hie eternal rest. 
For about fifty years he had known the 
Lord. One Sabbath, when his wife was 
away from home, it was laid upon hie 
mind to enter the Strict Baptist Chapel 
at Newton Abbott; the Lord graciously 
met with him there, and to use hie own 
words In a letter to the l&te C. W. 
Banke : "There I experienced that 
happy change, that noble birth, being 
born again of incorruptible seed, whiob 
liveth and e.bidoth for ever," For 
twenty years he enjoyed sweet tellow
ship with the friends at Newton Abbott. 
In the providence of God he was re
moved to London, and for nearly thirty 

rears was engaged in epeakin~ in the 
ord'e Ne.me, hie testimony bemg very 

acceptable to several causes of truth. 
Residing in Fulham, where there was 
no oauee of truth, he was much con
cerned about it, and found others who 
were exercised in the same way; thus 
he was partly instrumental in the 
establishment of the Cause at Ebenezer, 
Lillie-road. He was chosen to the office 
of deaoonbwhioh office he held until his 
death, alt ough tor the lost few yen.re 
he was unable to take any e.otive part 
owing to inoree.eing infirmities. He had 
age.in and again expressed the hope that 
he should see a permanent sanotuary 
erected be!ore the Lord took him home, 
but this was not to be. Towards the 
end his memory failed, but hie theme 
was" The everlasting love of God." On 
Lord's-day, January 10th, he was taken 
suddenly ill, and the three remaining 
de.ye was unoonsoioue, when his ran
somed spirit was released from the body 
to be for ever with the Lord. His 
mortal remains were laid to rest in 
Fulham Cemetery on January 19th. 



"IT IS WELL," OR THE SHUNAMITE'S FAITH. 
BY JOHN HAZELTON.• 

"Is it well with thee? Is it well with thy husba.nd? Is it well with the 
child? Ar.id she a.nswered, It is well."-2 Kings iv. 26. 

THIS is part of an account of the hospitality shown to Elisha the 
prophet by a lady of wealth and eminence who resided in the rural 

village of Shunam. Having often observed him ride past their resi
dence, she at length, with her husband's concurrence, set apart a chamber 
for his use. To reward her kindness, she was privileged to become a 
mother, and a little son gladdened their hitherto childless home. 

Some years later, the boy, who was with hie father in the harvest 
field, was smitten with a sunstroke, and crying "My head, my head," 
fell down nnconscioas, and shortly afterwards expired on her knees. 
Instantly remembering that his birth had been doe to the prophet's 
prayer, she determined-dire as were her extremity and grief-at once 
to seek his aid. She therefore proceeded in hot haste to Carmel, where 
he then was, and our text recounts her words to Gehazi, his servant, 
when she had gained her destination. How he returned with her to 
their darkened dwelling, how his supplications on the child's behalf pre
vailed wiLh God, and how she again clasped him in life and health to her 
bosom, are well known to all. 

Few can read this story without perceiving its natural pathos and its 
spiritual power. Its lessons are many, such as the importance of yielding 
to generous and kindly impulses, the value of godly friends, God's high 
appreciation of kindness shown to His servants, and the like. To but 
one of these, however, is our attention to be directed-the conviction 
expressed in her words, " It is well." 

It is an unalterable and blessed fact that it is always well with God's 
beloved people. This. however, is not so much submitted for consideration 
a.~ the sublime confidence which the Shunamite's words manifest. She 
was led to a conclusion diametrically opposite to the testimony of her 
surroundings and the natural logic of her sorrowing heart. It wns, in 
one sense, ill with her household, which must have presented a scene of 
gloom and mourning. Her elderly husband was filled with deep sorrow. 
She had left her darling child silent and cold in the dire embrace of 
death. Yet her trust in God raised her above circumstantial surroundings, 
0 that to us, when stricken and distracted with some great calamity, 
such confidence in God may be vouchsafed, that we also may be able 

• The 11,bove e.nd our previous "Echo" (pa.ge 183) form the substo.noe of 11, 
sermon delivered in Che.dwell-street Chapel, Thursda.y, November Stb, 1874. 
The summer he,d proved unusua.lly trying to the beloved pree,oher, ill-heo.lth 
he,ving neoessite,ted his oa.noelling some lmporta.nt a.nnlverse,ry engo.gements. 
The •· pee,oee,ble fruits of righteousness" were, however, peoulle,rly apparent in 
the savour 11,nd tenderness of his ministry for many subsequent months.-JOHN 
HOPEFUL, 

VoL. LX. JuNE, 1904. M 
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to express ourselves in a similar way to His glory. To her expression 
of trust as here recorded, let then, our attention be given. 

1.-What inspired this remarkable utterance ? We learn from the 
authority of God Himself in the Epistle to the Hebrews THAT IT WAS 
HER FAITH (Heb. xi. 35). She was a daughter of Abraham, and, like 
him, "believed in hope" even" against hope." She accounted that God 
was able to raise her son even from the dead. This influenced her, and 
explains the step she took in her season of terrible tension and trial. 

" Faith, mighty fe.ith, the promise sees 
And looks to this alone : 

Laughs at imposs~bilities, 
And cries, 'It shall be done.' " 

She lays the child not on his own bed but on the prophet's, secures the 
door that none may diacover that his soul had fled, and without telling 
her husband about it proceeds on her urgent errand. 

There was, theu, something beyond Nature in this woman's conduct 
and testimony. It did not proceed from stolid unconcern. It was not 
simply the language of one accustomed to self-repression. Though a 
person of determination and action, her affections were evidently very 
strong and her love for her son very great. But faith is a dominant 
power in the heart, and when it speaks it will make itself heard, and 
when divinely energised it will boldly adopt every means sanctioned by 
God to secure its desired end. It can soar and sing above the tm·moil 
of the fiercest storm, and face the darkest prospect with a heart which 
knows that " it is well." 

Observe on what basis her confidence rested. Faith is supernatural 
both in its origin and operations, but (I crave your attention) faith is 
never irrational. It acts in harmony with the highest reason. It must 
have sure and solid ground for its dependence and expectations and acts. 

Do we not then here see reliance on the constancy and continuity of 
the kindness and love of God? Her child had been given her through 
His spontaneous and sovereign goodness, apart from any importunate 
petitions on her part. She had not, in spoken words, " desired" a son 
through the influence of Elisha's prayers, and had simply begged him 
not to deceive her by raising hopes which would not be gratified. Now, 
however, that she had proved the bestowed favour so precious, she 
trusted that God would respect His own precedent and act on the lines 
He, of His own gracious pleasure, had laid down. She thus grasped the 
great truth that " He is in one mind, and who can turn Him ? " He 
designed her well-being when He caused her to become a mother, and 
He meant well by her, though her darling lay at that moment silent in 
death. For-

" His love no end nor measure knows, 
No change oan turn Its course, 

Immutably the same it flows 
From one eternal souroe." 

Is it not also possible that she knew what had occurred to the widow 
of Sarepta's son and reasoned that what God had done by Elijah nine
teen years before He would also do for her by Elisha in her grief. Faith 
can fetch comfort from far-off sources. God exemplifies His greatness and 
goodness in one case, that He may inspire hope in other hearts. " Why 
not for me as well as that other wrrowing mother?" may therefore have 
been her thought as she exclaimed, "It is well." 
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U.-Observe that it was the language of one in whom FA.ITH SuR
PASSED KNOWLEDGE. It frequently happens that a heaven-born trust in 
God has to go far before and heyond what we know of Him and His 
ways. A trial overtakes the believer. Does he know why it was 
sent, or what the issues and results will be ? No ; hence the mournful 
strain-

" My soul with va.rious tempests tossed, 
Her hopes o'erturned, her projects crossed; 
Sees every da.y new straits attend, 
And wonders where the scene will end." 

Yet, challenge this trast, and it remains unshaken. Of the causes that 
are at work and the mysteries which unlie his sorrow, the Christian may 
be ignorant, yet he knows " that it shall be well with them that fear 
God, that fear before Him," and in this confidence, whispers "It is 
well." Hence faith does not ask for a present explanation of the 
mysteries of Providence and Grace; but is content to await the dis
closures of the future. In the world to come, knowledge will not lag 
behind faith. What the Redeemer is doing " we know not now, but we 
shall know hereafter;" for" then shall we know even as we are known." 
Heaven has therefore been called "the land of open vision." In its 
light we shall see all things clearly. Faith's great present business of 
trusting without tracing will then terminate for ever, and praise claim 
all our powers. 

III.-lt was the expression of ONE WHOSE FAITH WORKED BY LOYE, 
and love, as John write~, imparts boldness and "casteth out fear." 
Servile fear" bath torment." It is a terrible thing to dread God, and 
to have gloomy apprehensions of what He may do to us l\nd with us. 
Bot viewed by faith in Christ, we love Him, and this love brings the 
assurance that He loves us, and that a.II His proceedings will evtintually 
benefit us. He may chasten us: it is" for our profit." He may recall 
His loans-health, wealth, prosperity, and many thingil in which we 
found delight; bot love never mistrusts its best friend, and still sings 
when at His command our choicest comforts go:-

" If Thou shouldst te.ke them a.11 e.wa.y, 
Yet would I not repine ; 

Before thay were possessed by me, 
Thev were entirely Thine." 

Thus, delivered from all fear of peaal evil, assured of the co-opera
tion of all things for good, certain that we shall finally acquiesce in and 
approve of all God's ways, the favoure1 child of heaven exclaims, " It 
is well." 

IV.-Lastly, THE GRACE OF PATIENCE is here very conspicuous. 
This by no means involves the absence of feeling, or it would be 
unworthy to be called "a gift of God." The Shunamite "did not 
drop a murmuring word;" yet her composure wwi not stoicism. Her 
mind was evidently greatly exercised; her heart bled, but there was in 
her soul the " great peace" which a wise and warranted trust in God 
imparts. She looked beyond second causes. A sunstroke had smitten 
her child and occasioned her sorrow. but there wall One above that great 
luminary to whom she looked, and 011 whose help she depended, and not 
in vain. 

Happy are they who can thus cast their burdens on Him, and 
patiently await the unfoldings of His gracious will. 
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THE MAN WHO LOOKS TO HIS l\lAKER. 
Ise.ie.h xvii, 7. 

BY A "BROTHER AND COMPANION IN TRIBULATION." 

"J BA VE been stock-taking, and looking within, to see who.t my 
spiritual posseEsions really are." . 

Thus a servant of Jesus Christ once intimated that he had been 
searching his heart for evidential proofs of his own salvation. This 
is often very humbling work. The grace of assurance seems rarely 
bestowed in the present day. More Christians are sighing, "Say unto 
my soui, I am thy salvation" (Psa. xxxv. 3) than are able to look to 
God and affirm,'' By this I know tbat Thou farnurest me" (Paa. xii. 11). 

Our chapter, if applied by the Roly Spirit, is greatly adapted to 
afford an answer to the question of questions, 

" IS THERE A WORK OF GRACE WITHIN OUR SOULS 

sufficiently clear when viewed in God's light (Psa. xxxvi. 9) to warrant 
our trusting that we are heaven-born and heaven-bound, and therefore 
chosen and blood-bought sinners ? " 

It presents, in a pictorial way, the essential features of the experience 
of one who has truly looked to God in penitence and faith, and thus 
"obtained mercy." 

THE MAN H~D A BAD RECORD. 

Be belonged to the nation which revolted under the usurper, 
,Jeroboam I.," the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin." He had 
been more or leEs concerned in the corn bined and most dastardly attack 
on Judah, made by Rezin King of Syria and bis own monarch, Pekah, 
which so stirred the indignation of holy Isaiah. Like all bis com
patriots he had a letter knowledge of the true God-for both Ephraim 
and Judah possemd the same Scriptures-but, like the rest, had adopted 
the idolatrous worship introduced by Jeroboam, and practised the Eins 
with which this was accompanied. 

The parallel between this man and ourselves is striking. We fell in. 
Adam, our natural covenant head. We, by choice, were orignally con
cerned in the infamous conspiracy of enmity and hostility to God and 
His people. We rallied not round the standard of "the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah." "God our Maker" was not the Deity we worshipped, 
nor had we respect to "the Holy One of Israel." 

Being one of the elect, and ordained unto eternal life, this man must, 
however, be saved. 

"The Church of Jehovah was re.nsomed with blood 
When lost in captivity fe.r from her God: 
And she is so precious, so much has she cost, 
Not one of her members shall ever be lost." 

THE MEANS DIVINELY EMPLOYED 

to effect this gracious end claim consideration. 
One branch of the Spirit's work is to grave the above truths on the 

hearts of God's chosen ones with an eternal pen ; and favoured sinners 
are brought to admit them with tear-dimmed eyes, and souls that feel 
the bitterness and shame of original and actual sin. 

To effect this, a frowning Providence is often employed to act as 
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the handmaid of sovereign grace. It wai so in this instance. The Assyrian~ 
under Shalmane3er devast!lted the laud. This "man," therefore, shared 
the common calamity, but its results in his case were exceptional. and 
manifested the discriminating grace "of Him that showeth mercy." 

Events which effect no good in the hearts of the reprobate are tbu3 
rendered spiritually profitable to God's elect, and so indica~e interest in 
-0ovenant love. This appears here. The desolation predicted was to be 
universal : not so the spiritual benefit which followed it. The majority 
would remain impenitent, and make godless and futile attempts to 
obtain renewed prosperity'.- Before these, however, was nothing but 
grief and sorrow. Mark tlie exception. "A man "-a solitary, lonely 
individual-was to become the object of Divine favour. Many will 
feel the rod and wince with anguish under it. He will hear it, and look 
to his " Maker," " who appointed it " (Micah vi. 9 ). 

This principle is widely observable in the saving dealings of God with 
His people. " Time and chance happen to all men." '' Man is born to 
trouble." Calamity visits every home. Few, however, devoutly 
"consider" in "the day of adversity" (Eccles. vii. 14). Thus heat 
which softens wax hardens clay. The sunbeam which bids the bud open 
~n fragrance and beauty hastens the death and putrescence of the night
grown fun~us. The moisture which makes trhe living seed germinate 
hurries the decay of the faded and fallen leaf. Through the co-operating 
power of grace in blood-besprinkled hearts, 

" Trials ma.ke the promise sweet - trie.ls give new life to prayer ; 
Trials bring us to His feet, Je.y us low e.nd keep us there." 

The same afflictions, however, full often d1·ive others to de,pondency 
.and (verse 11) "desperate sorrow "-the sorrow of desperation, and at 
times an awful tragedy terminates a career of wickedness. 

Sorrow-whether caused by adverse circumstances, or originatin~ 
from secret inward sources,-has of itself no sanctifying power. 
Ab,tract trouble never mede a man better. Unles9 God softens the 
heart, blow may follow blow, and only make him like Pharaoh, more 
rebellious against the Most High. Millenniums of misery have not 
rendered Satan less implacable and resolute in his opposition to God and 
His kingdom. The remorse of J udes wrought no change of heart 
towards Jeslls, for though he certainly lived till after His Resurrection, 
of which he must have known, he never sought audience of the great, 
pitiful Christ, but terminated his own life, and is now a doomed and 
damned spirit in hell. Heware theo of a preacher who, for effect's sake, 
'4Uotes godles, poetry to substantiate who.t is opposite to this, o.od 
" sews pillows to men's arm-holes" to prop them up in the delusion that 
they must be going to heaven because they have had grt!at misfortunes. 
Trouble is evil and only evil apart from inward grece. 

The worthy pa9tor of a Church in Surrey, to which the writer once 
belonged, was therefore wont to object to the phrase, "sanctified 
affliction." " It is not the province of grace." he urged," to bless what 
is evil." He therefore prayed that God would sof1en and sanctify the 
hearts of those who were called to suffer" in mind, body, or estate." 
This expresses the form of Divine favour manifested to this " man who 
looked to bis Maker." 

The nature of the discipline which God employs to cause men to look 
to Him is moreover illustrated. In a former paper the historical basis 
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of the spiritual teaching was examined (page 141). The fair land of 
Ephraim was to be so devastated by the invading Assyrians that it would 
resemble a corn-field aft6r harvest, from which Rll the once waving crop 
had been removed. In mitigation of this universal desolation, it was, 
however, promised that an insignificant remnant of the once prosperous 
people should be spared, and some provision for their maintenance be 
allowed to remain-like a few berries on an olive-tree from which the 
greater part of the fruit bad been gathered. 

This indicates a peculiarity in the conduct of "the God of all grace » 

-which so often exhibts a commingling of strangely opposite things. 
How often do His actions display "judgment and mercy" or "severity 
and goodness ? " Much to which nature clings has to fall, like standing 
corn before the sickle. Yet though this is removed, something is vouch
safed, like the few spared olives. 

SOUL-HUMBLING SORROW. 

To an extent God must be apprehended as maintaining the rights of 
His throne before He can be truly estimated in the glory of His grace. 
Hence, the majesty of His law must be seen, and the terrors of His 
wrath in measure felt, before the mind of a sinner is reduced to the 
condition and position of a petitioner at the mercy-seat. Many things 
ob,cure the legislative grandeur of "the Judge of all the earth" from our 
natural observation. These must be removed, as they often are, with what 
seems to be unpitying and ruthless energy. Sin must be set" in the light 
of His countenance" (Pea. xc. 8). Supposed merit must appear in its 
awful incompleteness and real deformity. That of which nature is 
proud-physical beauty, intellectual ability, our equanimity, amiability, 
and our other darling virtues, may have to fall before the Divine sickle. 
Conceited, opiniative, consequential men must be humbled and brought 
low, or they will never admit the indictments which-as we saw-b£:long 
to the man "who looks to his Maker." Especially must the futility of 
fleshly religiourness be learned. Natural piety does not advance a man 
one step in salvation. Hence, he must be divested of it, and stripped to 
his wretched leprous skin, ere he appeals to God as 

"Needy and naked and unclean, empty of good and full of ill; 
A lifeless lump of loathsome sin without the power to e.ct or will." 

CIRCUMSTANTIAL TROUBLE 

is again often made subservient to God's purposes of grace, who acts 
graciously towards His elect people by exterior means. Relatives die ; 
friends forsake ; doors of opportunity are closed; promising invest
ments prove worthless ; or the ravages of disease make existence tedious. 
Thus, the sickle of afflictive providences strips the once smiling field, 
and deprives the heart of its natural elasticity and joy. 

It is not, however, by sorrow, either spiritual or circumstantial alone 
th&t men are brought to look to God, but by this, in connection with 
alleviating' and compensating mercy. These" work together for good." 
Hard by the stripped field ere the olives on the "uppermost" and "out
most" boughs. Depression and felf-abhorrence in connection with some 
little Difinc comfort, simultaneously administe,ed, lead to faith's earliest 
cry to "the Crucified One." The voice of sovereign pity, and the crash 
and din of calamity, evoke from the dismayed heart the sigh or groan-
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the mute or murmured appeal, of the first real prayer. The affliction, 
by itself, might sear or wither the soul to dumb despair. The word 
of grace might be slighted, the alleviating circumstances might be dis
regarded, but for the sorrow with which it was conjoined. The twain 
combined, in the wisdom and goodness they thus exhibit, characterise 
the means devised by our God that '' His banished ones be not expelled 
from Him" (2 Sam. xiv. 14). 

THE IMPORTANT D.A.Y. 

When this conjunction occurs, when !ego.I terrors bash and bruise the 
heart, or stripping providences reduce the mind to the verge of helpless 
despondency, and at the same time a revelation of Divine mercy recorded 
in the Gospel and applied by the Spirit, come with some little power to 
the soul-that is to say," at (or in) that day" or period-then, and not 
till then, does a man'' look to his Maker." 0 mc:morable day ! which 
can neither be hurried nor hindered. Its dawn is wholly independent 
of all that the creature can do or evangelical activity can effect. How 
solemn and sweet is its memory to all God's living children, who 
never forget the time when salv11tion, in some of its vital features, was 
first felt and realised in their bosoms. 

The greatest experimental preacher, next to William Hutington, 
with whom God in the l&st century favoured His Church, often observed 
thst few professed Christians could give '' a clear and consistent account 
of how they came by their religion, or advance Scriptural 'reasons for 
the hope ' that was SUJYPOSed to be ' in them, with meekness and fear ' " 
(1 Peter iii. 15). This witness is true. Vast number.i can neither tell 
how this great matter between God and their souls began, how it is 
maintained, nor how it will end. 

This is penned by one of the frailest, feeblest, and most faulty of all 
the trembling family of God, to evoke the question, Hou, and when 
godliness, as a Divine power, was first realised in the reader aud the 
writer's soul. 

FAITH AND UNBELIEF. 
BY A. E. REALFF. LEIOESTER. 

"And He could there do no mighty work, save that He le.id His hands upon 
e. few sick folk, e.nd healed them. And He marvelled beco.use of their unbelief." 
-Mark vi. 5, 6. 

THE previous chapter reco.ds many "mighty works" which were 
wrought by the Lord Jesus: the restoration of the Go.rdarene 

demoniac ; the healing of a woman having an issue ; 1md the mising 
to life of the daughter of Jairus. From Capernaum He proceeded to 
Nazareth, where He was brought up, and the reception He there met 
with is described in the verses that precede those that head this po.per. 
These are often quoterl as exemplifying what is ca_lled. "the power of 
faith and of unbelief." A prayerful and careful examwat1on of thefil may, 
therefore, prove helpful to Bible readers. . 

They manifestly do not refer to spiritual and eternal salvut10n ; and 
we will seek to assicrn to them what is unquestionably their true 
meaning. They by ni means assert or i~ply (as_ it is often snpposed) 
that unbelief presents an insuperable barrier or hrndrance to the salva-
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tion of ~inners-or, in other words, interposes a difficulty. which even the 
great Christ of God Himself is unable to over,.;ome. The Saviour is 
often presented in the present day, as having in boundless benevolence 
and grace, lived and died to save everybody; that He longs for thi11, and 
would so do if people would only permit Him to effect His purpose. 

This is the popular Saviour, but it is certainly not the Saviour of 
the Bible. This is the kind of '' Gospel " that most people admire ; 
but if it is gospel at all, it must be " another gospel, which is not 
another," ths.t is to say, of the same kind, but one totally different in 
its very natnre. 

Surely this is nothing but covert or refined Unitarianism ! It pro
claims a Saviour entirely and only human, a good man, whose teaching 
was excellent, and whose life was exquisitely beautiful; a hero indeed, 
and a glorious martyr withal, but nothing more. Yet if people would 
only believe in and follow Him, they would undoubtedly all get to 
heaven! 

Surely this is not the Saviour the Bible reveals, but a " false 
Christ," a human idol! This is not the Holy One of God, who is 
"able to save unto the uttermost," who gives unto His sheep "eternal 
life," and declares that they shall "never perish," who is, as saith the 
Lord of Hosts, "The Man that is My fellow," and who declared, "As 
the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them, even so the Son 
quickeneth whom He will. . . . That all men should honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father" (John v. 21, 23). 

Unbelief, bad as it is, is not" the unpardonable sin" ; nor is dis
belief, which is even worse. In the parallel passage (Matt. xiii. 58} the 
words are," He did not many mighty works there because of their un
belief." The meaning cannot be that Jesns, though God incal'Oate, 
found man's unbelief too much for Him to overcome ; but that it WW! 

not fit and proper that He should work there many miracles, since they 
" were offended in Him " (Matt. xiii. 57). It refers not to an actual, 
but to a moral impossibility, because inconsistent with His plan. Where 
there was faith in Him as the Messiah, which He continually proved 
Ilimself to be, whether that faith were expressed or otherwise, we find 
that Jesus always accomplishd what was desired. 

It is then faith in Him as 1he Messiah that is meant, such es every 
rational Jew, using the intellectual power that God had given him, upon 
seeing the wonderful works and hearing the wonderful words of Jesus, 
could and ought to have exhibited. See John viii. 48-47; Luke xii. 
54-4 7. It is no wonder that Jesus, as man, " marvelled because of 
their unbelief" (John xii. 37-41). Satan had '' blinded their eyes" 
(2 Uor. iv. 4), that is, he so prejudiced their minds, that contrary to 
rational evidence they rejected their true Messiah. The leaders of the 
Jewish people had pre-judged Jesus of NazareLh, and were determined 
not to believe in Him as the Obrist who was to come. 

Never, we believe, was there more solemn occasion to reiterate these 
solemn truths than in the present day. Soul-deluding statements are 
worryinl? Eiimple-minded'but i,incere enquirers on every hand ; and in
flating the pride of many; and inducing 11, wide-spread profession of 
religion which has absolutely no warrant and foundation in the truth 
of God. Be it known, that nothing that sinners nre, or do, either hastens 
or hinders God's operations of sovereign grace. 
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"No o.id He seeks or duties o.s ks 
Of us, poor fellow worms ; 

All tho.t eternal love decrees, 
Almighty power performs." 
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THE DUTY OF A MEMBER TO HIS OWN CHURCH. 
A Paper read at the Annual Meeting of the ,ll.A.S.B.C., 

BY PASTOR EBENEZER MARSH. 

THE impcirtance of the subject your Committee has allotted me can 
hardly be over-e~timated. It has been felt needful to call attention 

to it, prayerfully hoping it will be profitable to " stir np your pure minds 
by wa.y of remembrance," on a subject in which all who form part of 
this Association are concerned. 

DUTY ARISES FROM OBLIGATION. 

In that valuable work on "Church Fellowship,"• by W. Jeyes Styles, 
p. 221, the premises are thus clearly defined:-

•• An obligation is a consideration which bind~ or obliges one to 
perform or abstain from something. Its derivation is suggestive (ob 
before, and ligare to bind), showing that it implies a previous act from 
which it springs. DUTY, or that which is due, arises out of obligation, 
and indicates what is due to others in consequence of our relation to 
them. Joining a Church is a voluntary act, out of which proceeds 
the obligation to respect and conform to its principles. The practices 
which these involve constitute the duties of Church membership." 

"I do not like the word duty," has often been said by those who 
fail to recognise their obligations to do it. Duties may:_be.performed 
with purely selfish interests. " Did you at all fOBt unto Me,--e-ren nnto 
Me?" saith the , ord (Zech. vii. 5 ). 

When hypocrisy paJ!! n. compliment to God in religious services God 
declares it to be lip ff,attery (Psalm lxxviii. 36). When the heo.rt is in 
the duty, service is unselfish and sincere; it is then no drudgery, but 11 

delight. "What profit should we have if we pray unto Him ?" (Job xxi. 15) 
is a natural question for the spiritual seed to shun. Beloved, if the means 
God ha.I! appointed to bring to Himself be not delighted in, there can be 
no delight in God to whom they lead. Let our obligations to Him be 
realised, and duty becomes our delight. 

"Love mo.kes the willing feet 
In swift obedience move." 

Our obligations to duty are to our beloved Lord. He only is our law
gi,er. The Church is an executive, not a leg·islative body. 

We not only deny the right of the 8tate to interfere with the legisla
ture of tbe Church (and this we do emphatically deny) but we deny also 
the rigbt of the Church to interfere with the legislature of Christ. It 
is therefore of vital importance to the whole body that every individual 

• The writer of this po.per eo.rnestly commends "The Mo.nuo.1 of Fo.ith o.nd 
Pro.ctice" and "Church Fellowship'' too.II who would join o. Chrletio.n Church, 
Who.t a. suite.hie gift o.lso, to o. young disciple on joining ,ho Church, would be 
these compo.nion volumes. Any who have the means to do eo would tbu~ confor 
e. rich blessing on the youthful believer setting out in the service of Cht1st. 

N 
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member of a Christian Church be fully acquainted with the nature and 
constitution of that body with which membership is claimed ; per
sonally strive to attain the end for which it exists, and be found 
diligent in the use of all Scriptural me1ms put forth to promote its well
being, deepen its fellowship, strengthen its unity, and promote its 
glory. 

It is but natural and reasonable that any persons, before joining any 
club, party, society or organisation should seek to know all they can of 
such a society. When it was formed? By whom? For what purpose? 
What are its resources ? Its benefits ? And what are the rules of 
membership? 

Surely membership with the Church of Christ is not to be the 
exception to such a universal law. And yet is it not a fact beyond 
dispute that some, who would be ready to explain at any time the con
stitution of their club, are unable to state the nature of that best of all 
societies, the Church of Christ with which they stand connected ? 
Surely the nature of the constitution of the whole body demands the 
examination by each member, else how can each one contribute to the 
strength of the whole. 

The power of the chain must be decided by the condition of each 
link. Where no obligations exist there can be no duties to be per
formed. And where obligations are vital duties cannot be.formal. To 
every person joining a Christian Church we would affectionately say, 
Give diligence to consider the duties the step involves. 

Every member of the Church is under obligation to the Lord Jesus 
Christ alone as sovereign Lord and lawgiver, whose statute book is the 
Word of God, as the only law in all matters of faith and practice, 
whatever may be said for " Articles of faith, and rules of Church 
government." • 

He declares His Church to be an assembly of persons loved from 
before the foundation of the world, chosen unto salvation, redeemed by 
His blood, quickened by His Spirit, called out of the world, made 
partakers of eternal life, and '' kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time " ; to whom He has 
given commandments it is their duty to obey ; ordinances, their duty to 
observe and maintain ; a ministry it is their duty to support, and a 
fellowship it is their duty to seek to sustain till He come, in all which 
He says," Lo, I am with you al way, even unto the end of the world." 

In this high and holy privilege of serving our Lord in Zion our duty 
is commanded by Him-

Toward His Servants IUling any office to which He has appointed 
them. 

To the Church as a whole. 
To each individual member as "Members one of another." 
To the appointed services of public worship. 
To those organisations by which the Church, seeks the extension of His 

Kingdom, and 
To the position the Church occupies in the world. 

PERSONAL DUTY TO THOSE APPOINTED TO OFFICE. 

P.A.STORs.-This office is ordained of God, and He has dete!."mined 
His people's duty in relation to Ilis servants. "Let a man so account of 
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us as of the ministers of Christ." " We be3eech you, brethren, to know 
them which. labour among yon in the Lord, and admonish you ; and to 
esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake, and be at peace 
among yourselves." 

Let the pastor be known as one with whom yo11 are acquainted, as 
one whom you acknowledge as your own, as held in reputation, as loved 
for his work's sake, as partaking of your personal care as a servant of 
Christ. What blessed issues must follow the attentive heart to the voice 
of the great Head of the Church as He command~, " Remember them 
which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the Word of 
God," and" Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit your
selves; for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, 
that they may do it with joy and not with grief, for that is unprofitable 
to you." 

The duty of pleading for all the servant.s of Christ is your privilege. 
How much more so fo1· your own pastor. "Pray for us," saith Paul, 
"and for me,'' &c. A praying Church member is the pastor's living 
power in the pulpit; as the members' steadfastness in the faith is his 
(the pastor's) very life-" For we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord." 

The pastor's temporal needs are to be the Church members' personal 
concern. Let us personally pray over 1 Cor. ix. 7-14, with a deter
mination to carry out, as far as in us lies, its commands, and seldom 
shall we hear of the pastor's pecuniary burden. The law of the New 
Testament ill that the support of the ministry is not a dole, a charity, a 
gratuity, but an ordained hire, a God-commanded wage. "The labourer 
i3 worthy of his hire," saith the Saviour. 

So far from a mini!!ter's support being regarded in the Scripture as 
a gratuity, it is plain that those who do not_ contribute, if they are able, to 
the maintenance of their minister are guilty of an evident violation of 
the command of God. 

This subject is of such importance, Mr. President, that I would 
suggest a paper at some time before this Association be given on " The 
Scriptural limitation of the voluntary system, or the law of Christ for the 
support of the Ministry." 

Every office in the Church is equally important as a divine rtppoint
ment. The office of DEACON is such. No person ought to vote these 
devoted brethren to this office (any more than to the pastoral) who do 
not mean to sustain them in it. 

The dury of every member to his own Church is not to compare the 
deacons of his Church with those of other Churches, but to sustain those 
labouring in his own, and strengthen their bands in the discharge of 
their official obligations. They are your own servants for Christ's sake. 
You have appointed them to distribute your bounties to the poor, see 
that all expenses of the sanctuary are paid, the pastor's needs supplied, 
the comforts of the congregation conllidered. The duty of each member 
is co-operation to carry out these labours of love. The Treasurer of the 
Church is but the Church member's book-kteper, not his bank. It may 
be a blessing to a Church to have wealthy deacons, but it will be a cur.,e 
if any advantage is taken of this to the neglect of individual duty. 

There is a special dnty to these beloved brethren from every member 
when the Church is pastorless. With godly jealousy watching the best 
interests of the Church, they seek to fill the pulpit with men who will 
maintain the faith and order of the Church they serve. In the exercise 
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of the varied gifts of such brethren in the pulpit, likes and dislikes are
ine,itable in the pew. Sympathy with them in this service, and a word 
of appreciation for their labour is the lea.<Jt duty owing to them from 
those they serve. 

We pass to notice the duty of a member to his own Church in 
relation to 

THE CHURCH AS A WHOLE. 

You form a part of it. It is not complete without you. No duty can, 
here be neglected without personal loss and relative injury. A deeply 
i?-terest~ng ~tudy wo,ul~ be an examination of the (about) 130 appella-
t10ns given m the Scriptures to the Church of God and the relative· 
position of its members. 

How suggestive of relative dutie~, for instance, is the title "Assembly 
of Saints," " Body of Christ," "Building of God," "Children of the 
Kingdom," "City of God," "Family of God," &c. 

Again, what instruction our Lord gives us, what food for faith, what 
stimulus for service in the co-relative duties set forth in such expressions 
as these-·' One of another,' '' Exhort one another," "Defraud ye not
one the other," "Love one another." Are we not also declared to 
be "Fellow-citizens,'' " Fellow-heirs," "Fellow-helpers," " Fellow
labourers," "Fellow-prisoners," "Fellow-servants," "Fellow-soldiers,"· 
and '' Fellow-workers." There is a vast difference in the Church of 
Christ to any human organisation in the relation of one member to 
another. The compact between an individual Christian and a particula1•· 
Church is one of delightful obedi,ence and holy love. This fact demon
strates the character of the intercourse which ought to exist between. 
them, and the manner in which, when called in the providence of God 
to do EO, they should part. 

That w; have to speak of such a thing as lapsed membership is only, 
to say the least of it, a sad reminder of laxity in individual duty. Oh ! 
bn.t the pastor Ehould look up his members, and the deacons see to it 
that they are not lost sight of. No doubt ! but should not each member 
regard it a duty to communicate with the pastor or deacons if they 
remove from the district, and cannot fill up their place ? When 
membership is honourable this duty will be a delight. Agt1in, if you. 
have to remove from your own Church, snrely the family circle you, 
leave are worthy the opportunity of wishing you farewell, and yon 
would be no loser by the prayer of the Church for God to guide, guard, 
defend and bless you. Charge not the Church with neglect of duty if 
your own be left undone. Touching removals in Providence, it is a 
lamentable fact, with abundant proof, that the glory of God in Church 
membership is not always first sought; or certainly some removals 
woulr:1 never have taken piece, the sufferers themRelves by it being 
witnesses. Gipsy membership ought to be discouraged, and a speedy 
transfer sought and given. Can it be less than a duty to Christ in our 
Church, when Eeeking a change of residence, to ask first, Is there a 
Church in the locality where I can find a spiritual home ? Must there 
not also be a great neglect of duty to one's own Church when member
ship is only sustained by a monthly visit to the place, solely to fill the 
seat at the table of the Lord ? 

Co-operation with the Church in all labour is certainly 11, muttEr of 
personal duty. "Be sure your sin will find you out" does not refer to 
some heinous crime that must come to light. Refer to the scene and. 
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·what is this sin? The sin of doin_q nothing, the sin of neglecting duty. 
!If Reuben and Gad will not join their brethren in battle, Moses objects 
to their sharing the spoil, and says, " If ye will not do so, behold ye 
· have sinned against the Lord, and be sore yonr sin will find you out." 
ALL Israel was to fight. All the Church of Christ to-day is to share 
the great battle against the enemie, of truth and righteousness. None 

-can claim exemption. The sin of idleness and s~lf-indulgence is a 
crying sin in the Church of God. Alas ! who can tell the evil occa

,sioned by neglected duty. A healthy constitution and a good appetite 
are the reward of hone,t, hard work, and they have the best spiritual 
appetites and healthiest constitution in our Churches who are the 
hardest workers. Want of co-operation and unity in labour has driven 
many a pastor from the sphere of labour where he had cherished the 
hope that God had ·sent him for his life work. When the Church 
meets to transact its business, it is certainly the duty of each member 
to be present, or acquaint the pastor of the occasion of absence. 
Attendance at the Church meetings rather than a seat at the table of 
the Lord is a far truer test of the love and devotion of a member to his 
-own Church. Let the bnsiness of the Church be sacredly kept within 
.its own membership. 

(To be continued.) 

SPIRITUAL POVERTY. 
11 Blessed be ye poor."-Luke vi. 20, 

THE first glance at this text very naturally prompts the question, 
" How can blessedness be compatible with poverty ? " And we are 

.apt to shirk the subject as something very unpalatable. Poverty I why, 

.that is what we naturally shrink from, that is wlrnt most people are 
labouring hard to avoid ; the fear of poverty in old age is the great 
bugbet1r in the life of many. Nevertheless I am not sure if it is, after 
.all, an unmitigated evil; however, us it relates to the experience of 
God's li,ing family, I am sure it is not. Then wherein lies the blesscd
.ness of circumstantial poverty ? It is the poor of the children of God 
who are enriched with an experience of God's delivering lrnnd, wondrous 
power and love, such as the affluent know nothing about. 'l'he Lord's 
,poor, who go down to the sea in ships of poverty, that do business in 
great waters of affliction, who reel and stagger under the wnves of 
.rebuff afLer rebuff, of deni11l after deniul from all human sources, and 
are at their wits' end to conceive how deliverance can arise, these see the 
works of the Lord, and His wonders in the deep. We admire, and often 
join in singing that beautiful hymn : 

"God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea., 
And rides upon the storm." 

But it is the poor, tried child of God who by deep experience has 
proved the truth of these lines, that realises the sweet ble8sedness of tlie 

.truths they convey. Yes; e,en poveny has its compensations. It has 
its temptations, but it has its conquests; it has its conflicts, but_ it has 
its triumphs too; it begins with unbelief and fear, but ends m the 
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victory of faith. The poor are blessed, in that the oppression of theiu
adversities brings them into closer alliance with hP-aven, gives life and 
energy to prayer : not the mere formal recital of a cold, dead, stereo
typed prayer. but an eloquent impromptu glowing with burning fervom, 
pressed out by deep necessity. In this exercise, they gain a renewal of 
strength, courage of heart, and a holy confidence, rnch as come only to
those who wait upon God in prayer. Here the promises are tried and proved, 
and become exceedingly sweet and precious. Yes; the poor man cries, and 
the Lord delivers him out of all his distresses; then his song is: "My soul 
shall make her boast in the Lord ; the humble shall hear thereof, and 
be glad." And as the eye of faith discerns the inscription of love upon 
every trial ; happiness, joy, and peace are so sweetly realised that of such 
it may be said, '' Blessed be ye poor." 

In Matt. v. 3 we have a sister passage which leads us into the region 
of spiritual poverty : "Blessed are the poor in spirit." There is 
temporal poverty with spiritual riches, and there are temporal riches 
with spiritual poverty. Spiritual poverty and its blessedness is only to
be found in the spiritual realm. The worldling and the mere religious 
professor know nothing of spiritual poverty ; their language is, " I am 
rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing ; " whereas 
they know not that they are "wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked." But the true-born child of God, under the gracious 
teaching of God the Holy Gh.)st, is brought to know and feel his 
spiritual poverty, and afterwards the blessedness of the riches of his 
inheritance in Christ. In order to the discovery of the first, be bas to
be stripped of his own righteousness, brought in a debtor with nothing 
to pay, not even a dividend, utterly bankrupt, and with justice inexorable 
in its demand, "Pay me what thou owest." ThP- poor soul is brought lo
know something of the law's tremendous curse, and to realise the 
damning power of sin, to have nothing in view but irretrievable ruiu 
and a fearful looking for of fiery indignation and eternal damnation. This 
is spiritual povuty indeed, but for the comfort of poor bankrupt sinners 
be it said, this experience is but the precedent to the discovery of the 
abounding riches of God's grace. ]t is a great mercy to see ourselves 
as God sees ns, and it, is well, 

"When down the cheeks in torrents roll, 
The deep contrition of the soul ; " 

it is well to be brought as, a broken-hearted sinner, in deep abasemenll 
to the feet of God, and it is well 

11 When at Hie throne they wrestle, weep, and pray, 
and well 

When at Hie feet they groe.n, yet bring their wants away." 

Did ever mourner plead with God and He refuse that mourner's plea? 
Oh, no: Be never said to the seed of Jacob. "Seek ye My foce," in. 
vain. "Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high und holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and bumble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." "The Lord is nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart, and &weth such as be of a contrite· 
spirit." " The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a broken and a 
contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise." This is good news for-
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poverty-stricken, broken-hearted sinners. Yes, the same blessed Spirit 
that reveals the sin, reveals also the Saviour in all His suitability, 
compassion and love, and unfolds the riches of His grace. Grace to 
pardon all the sin, grant the Spirit of adoption, and inspire the cry 
"Abba, Father," and all the love that faith's appropriation brings. Grace 
for wayfare and warfare, grace to sustain even to the end, when-

,, Grace all the work she.11 crown 
Through everlasting de.ye ; 

It lays in heaven the topmost stone, 
And well deserves the praise.'' 

The riches of the spiritually poor may be briefly summed up in the 
words of the apostle : •• All things are yours, and ye are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's." "If God spared not His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for ns all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things ? " 
"Fear not, little flock ; it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kin,rdom." " Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be 
moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably, with 
reverence and godly fear," until we hear the voice of the Lord, saying, 
"Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world." "Blessed be ye poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God." JillES TAYLOR. 

CiJobowen. 

TESTING TRUTHS. 

WHEN meditating by faith on the joys and glories of Heaven, the 
question often recurs, "Shall I be t,here?" Reader, has it stirred 

thy hearL? 
If so, make it thy diligent enquiry whether thou hast felt thyself to 

be a helpless, lost, guilty !Wd ruined sinner, deserving naught but the 
wrath of a just and hol1 God? Dost thou own with the poet that 

"If thy soul were sent to hell, His righteous law e.pproves it well? " 

Hast thou, through the bleesed Spirit, been led to desire and seek 
for salvation in" Jesus onl1?" Is He thine" all and in all"? Dost thou 
love Him and aspire to serve Him ? Art thou following " ho.rd after 
Him " ? Canst thou look, so to speak, into His soul-searching eyes and 
cry, 

"Thou, whom my soul admires above all joy and ee.rthly love ? " 

Canst thou address Him and say, 
"I could from all things parted be, but never, never, Lord, from Thee?" 

Canst thou indeed return a heart-deep "Yes," to each and nil of 
these solemn and seaching questions? Refrain from a ho.sty r:eply ; 
but if thou art able, in the humble confidence of Faith, to give a smcere 
rejoinder iu the affirmative, thou mayst then lift thy thoughts to "the 
Father's house above," and sing :-

" There she.11 I see e.nd hear e.nd know e.11 I desired or wished below ; 
And ev'ry power find sweet employ In the.t eterne.l world of joy." 

E. E. B. 
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TWO NOBLE KINSMEN. 
REV. JOHN CUTLACK MARTIN, M.A., OF PORTSMOUTH, Al<D CHARLES 

HE:UINGTON, 11-lrNISTER OF THE GOSPEL, OF DEVIZES. 

WITH trembling and reverent fingers, we would weave two cypress 
wreaths, to lay on the graves of the above dear and distinguished 

servants of Christ. Their convictions on some points differed, their 
order of mind and methods of ministry present suggestive contrasts; but 
in their love and loyalty to the Lord Jesus the most delightful unani
mity is observable. "There are diversities of gifte, but the same 
Spirit." 

REV. J. c. MARTIN, M.A. 

William Huntington, when ministering in a place for the first time, 
frequently prayed with a trace of "the old prophetic fire," that the light 
of truth then lit, might never be extinguished. This be did wwards the 
close of the eighteenth century at Littleport, near Ely, in which a cause 
of truth has ever since exieted, and a family named Martin, of influence 
and eminence in the locality, have long borne witness to the religion and 
truth of God. Of this family the above-named minister was a distin
guished member. He was educated by Dr. H. Cole, a well known and 
faithful, if somewhat eccentric, clergyman,• \\ ho was then principal of 
an educational establishment in High bury-place, Islington, and atrer an 
interval devoted to the science and practice of agriculture on an exten
sive scale, proceeded to St. Catberine's College, Cambridge, in which be 
graduated B.A. in ,1857 and M.A. in 1861. By what means he was 
brought to a knowledge of Christ, we know not ; but there is ample 
proof that et the period covered by the above dates he bed become a 
sincere and ardent Christian, and that bis Ordination by the Bishop of 
Carlisle was in bis case no mere form or function, but the dedication of 
the energies of a noble life to the high service of the Lord be loved. 
After a short curacy in Uumberland, he went in 1859 to Port~mouth, to 
assist the Rev. J. Knapp in his evangelical work in an old wooden 
structure known as" The Circus." In time, the whole responsibility 
devolved upon him, and a large and influential congregation gather~d 
round him. At length the building fell into such decay that heavy rem 
would find its way through the roof, and the extraordinary spectacle was 
presented of a building crowded with worshippers under the protection 
of their umbrellas. A new sanctuary was therefore imperative, and the 
new Circus Church was erected, the pastor not only purchasing the site, 
but himself largely contributing to its cost and that of the commodious 
adjacent schoolrooms. At heart a Churchmen, though of the most evan
gelical order, be deemed its consecration an opportune occasion for its 
recognition and licence by the Bishop of Winchester, which were 

"' He wae the "one Cole'' of Mrs. Ollphant's "Life o! Edward Irving," who 
ioterviewed the popular minister in hie vestry after e. sermon advocating the 
peccability of Christ, which he there and then denounced as heresy. T~at the 
time and place were inopportune, may be conceded, but was it not right to 
" withstand him to the face because he was to be blamed? " His " Calvin's 
Calvinism " was highly estimated by C. H. Spurgeon, and is worth obtainiog. 
He was the rector of a email City church, of which our poor friend, Al~red 
Willey, of Ielington, wae the organist. He finally seceded from the Est11.bhR~
ment and for a short time ministered e.e a Disdenter in Ielington Groen, Prov1-
deoce Chapel, after it wae vacated by Rev. J. Stodhart. 
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accorded on. condition of his more strictly conforming to the require
ments of the Book of Common Prayer, especially by the use of the 
surplice in place of the black J!'OWn, which he had heretofore exclusively 
worn, though when preaching he resolutely appeared in this to the last. 

With these conditions be complied, though the services were invariably 
conducted in the simplest manner, there being no music save when the 
metrical hymns from his own Selection were sung, not by a choir, but by 
the whole of the congregation. Thus he laboured for in all forty-five years, 
accepting no remuneration, as he deemed his own private means suffi
cirnt; and though agricultural depression must have greatly crippled his 
resources, generously contributing not only to the agencies of his own 
cause but to the evangelical and charitable efforts of the entire locality. 
It would iodeed be hard to conceive of a more Christful pastor devoted 
to the service of his Master and the welfare of his fellow-men. 

His theology was that of the Calvinism advocated in bis favourite 
treatise-'' Elisha Coles on Divine Sovereignty," an edition of which 
he published, but t.here was a breadth of teaching, a grasp of truth, and 
a facility in opening up the Divine Word, combined with an unction of 
spirit and a tenderness of heart, not always manifested by preachers with 
whose views he was in the main in full accord. He spent bis energy in 
the enforcement of the truth he laved, rather than in denouncing the 
errors he hated, and, as a true pastor, laboured wit.h di~tioguisbed succe~s 
and manifestly (to use his o" n favourite phrase) with ·• the smile of 
God." His success was great; his seals were many; his "record is on 
high." 

With heartfelt thanks to God, we close this brief notice of the life 
and labours of this great and good minister of Jesus Christ, He died, 
after a prolonged and painful illness, on Friday, april 15th, 1904. 

CHARLES REMINGTON, 

for many years minister of the Old Baptist Chapel, Devizes, Wilts., was 
born at Over, near Cambridge, in July, 1830. 

Of bis younger days, we know nothing, save that he was educated 
et a private echool conducted by a Mr. Triggs, at Ely, and that though 

. of a delicate constitution, he wus fond ot sport, either by gun or rod; 
and that he found the companionship of those that were like-minded, 
congenial. His mother was a godly and prayerful woman, who even 
before bis birth was favoured with the conviction not <,nly that he 
would be the subject of DivinP. grace, but be eeparnted to preach the 
Gospel of God. He was savt!d early in life. Shortly o.flerwo.rds he joined 
a bapfaed Church, and ere long be1rnn to give simple addresses to the 
children of the Sunday-&chcol. At length, in the enforced absence of 
the minister who was expected, be was induced to make a few remarks 
to the congregation, his mind being directed to the parable of the 
prodigol son. The force and fluency with which he spolre surprised 
many, although, as it afterwards trar,spired, the deacons had for some 
time predilections in their minds concerning him, though they wisely 
kept silence till the will of the Lord had been made evident. It soon 
became known that the Lord had r11ised him up t,o witness to His truth, 
and he was called to serve many grace-loving causes in the locality of 
his home. 
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Somewhere in the fifties he made the acquaintance of Dr. Marston, a 
physician, who was also the minister of Corpus Christi Chapel, 
Plymouth, who induced him to visit that town an<l. serve his congrega
tion. This, on the Doctor'R removal to Devizes in 1855, led to his 
permanently serving them, though not as their formally recognised 
pastor. A brother minister, Rev. W. H. King, a friend of the 
writer's, whose parents then attended George-street Chapel, remembers 
how highly he was esteemed by the Christian public, and how firm was 
his hold on the respect of the inhabitants generally. His visits to 
London at this time were frequent, and he everywhere made valuable 
friends among God's true people. 

In 1870, Dr. Marston resigned the pastorate at Devizes, and, after 
much prayer, Mr. Remington in the following year accepted the vacant 
pulpit; and for toirty-three years served the Church as their gracious, 
faithful, and affectionate pastor, never without the " signs following " 
which betoken the Divine blessing. 

It was from the first an understanding that he should be at liberty 
to pay periodical visits to Gower-street Chapel, and the writer recalls 
with inexpressible gratitude to God, the blessing he received on one of 
these occasions soon after our late friend's settlement in Wiltshire. His 
dignified deportment, his rich, clear, mellow voice, in the lower tones of 
which there was a peculiar swl!etness and pathos, and his unaffected 
earnestness, have left a memory nndimmed by the flight of years. .like 
"the very grave person" whose picture hung on the wall of the private 
room of the Interpreter's House, he "had eyes lifted up to heaven, and 
the best of books in his hand. The law of truth was written upon his 
lips, the world seemed behind his back, and he stood as if he pleaded 
with men." 

His subsequent ministry need not be referred to here .. He edited 
the Gospel Standard for some years ; he served the Churches of truth 
with untiring assiduity; he befriended his aged and afflicted ministerial 
brethren, and placed his ripPned experience at the disposal of all. His 
own people, however, claimed and enjoyed his best energies and efforts. 

A prolonged pastorate has peculiar influence for good. The young 
who have grown up around theii- parents' minister regard him with an 
affectionate reverence which no other could command; while the savour 
and tenderness which come c,nly with prolonged association, amply com
pensate for the pmsible loss or the freshness and brilliancy of bygone 
days. Su was it with this dear servant of God: young and old al~ke 
looked up to him as a father and friend, while the moral power which 
he exercised as a kind, consistent and widely-honoured Christian minister 
can hardly be over-estimated. 

His end to us seems mysterious and sad. He was in London to fulfil a 
a cherished engagement at Gower-street on Lord's-day, April 10th. On the 
Monday, when on his way to visit a brother minister, Cornelius Adams, 
whom age and infirmity had compelled to resign bis pastorate, he was 
knocked down by a van, and though et first the oonseqnences seemed 
unlikely to be serious, he succumbed to the shock on Saturday, the 30th, 
and his ransomed spirit took its flight to God. Thus. like Bunyan, 
he died when on the King's business far from his earthly home, and 
through an errand of spontaneous kindness to one he loved in the Lord. 

He at first so far recovered from his prostration that he wrote 
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a letter to Mr. Jabez Chivers, Deacon, in pencil, from which we are 
able to give a few extracts, the letter being, by his direction in a 
postscript, publicly read at the Old Baptist Chapel on the following 
8unday. It consisted of a few words to "the dear people of his 
flock, both of the Church and congregation.'' " It has been a comfort 
to me in this time of calamity to my poor body to know that I 
have a people who esteem me, and who will sincerely sympathise with 
me in my present shaken and bruised condition, and I know that the 
dear young people will do so too." 

"I am in God's hands, come life or death. I have been kept very 
quiet and have seen too much mercy in the way the Lord has dealt 
with me to complain. Kindest love to all; brethren, pray for us." 

He had of late spoken much of his being impressed that his life 
on earth was nearly over, and said to one of his old friendP, after 
the prayer-meeting on Friday evening, April 8th, '' The prayers of 
the brethren help me very much," adding, "and yours.'' 

Thll!:-
" So many that we loved a.re gone, 

Though still on earth we roam, 
How dear the ' Unknown Country' grows, 

Well may we call it HOME I" 

His mortal remains were conveyed to Devizes, in the Cemetery of 
which they were laid until the Resurrection morning, the brethren 
Popham (of Brighton) and Hazelton (of London) attending to voice 
the last words of farewell and hope. 

THE MINISTER'S WONDERFUL FAITH. 
" Hast thou faith? Have it to thyself before God."-Rom. xiv. 22. 

"YES," said the worthy deacon, of the minister who had recently left 
them, "he was certainly a man of strong and very, very simple 

faith. 
" When, for instance, we were worried to get together the money to 

pay the interest for the chapel debt, or to meet our current expenRes, 
which in these large premises are heavy, he never troubled-not he. 

" ' Be careful for nothing,' he would say, cheerfully and unconcerned, 
'Jehovah Jireh '-' the silver and the gold ere His, and the cattle on a 
thousand hills,' and we would hear him humming, after he liad said 
' Good-night,' 

"' Take it to the Lord In prayer.' 

" 'That,' said a listening friend, 'was very delightful,' was it not ? ' 
" 'Exactly,' was the reply; but he nt:ver spoke so about his own 

salary, which was a generous one, and often needed o. pull to make it 
up. In this matter he was a different man altogether. 'Brethren_,' he 
would say, ' I hope you'll have my little cheque ready by Monday mght. 
We must "provide things honest in the sight of men,'' and your minister 
must not '' owe any man anything.'' ' 

" Yes, he had mighty strong faith for us and our cares, but not so 
mnch for himself and his own." 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT BOOKS. 

A Book of Sundial Mottoes, compiled 
by Alfred H. Hye.tt. London: Welby, 
Covent Garden, W.C. Three shil
lings e.nd sixpence, net. 

Oua ancestors delighted to express 
moral and religious sentiments in 
pithy and pregnant sentences, which 
they often inscribed over the doors of 
their houses or their ample and expan
sive chimney-pieces, and on the sun
dials by which they perforce noted the 
flight of the fast-passing hours. The 
latter form a. class to themselves. 
Many are quaint, instructive, and most 
appropriate to their position, and a. 
judicious collection of the most sug
gestive and characteristic the.t have 
been preserved, cannot fa.ii to be inter
esting to all, e.nd useful to ministers to 
whom the terse e.nd quotable presenta
tion of e. trite truth is most ve.luable. 
Such we have in the tasteful booklet 
before us, to the perusal of which an 
hour or two me.y be most pleasantly 
and profitably devoted. 

It is mainly a. compilation from a 
curious and rare old book which ap
peared in the eighteenth century, 
hence one or two mottoes which we 
ha.ve noted in our personal rambles are 
lacking ; but those that are given a.re 
a.II worthy of note. The majority a.re in 
foreign la.ngue.ges, but ma.ny a.re in the 
sweet and sonorous English, in which 
all to whom their mother-tongue is 
dear, delight. To the former, a.re ap
pended translations, ta.ken from " the 
books consulted." These, though inter
esting, are often positively inaccurate, 
and we regret that the Editor did not 
in me.ny cases add or substitute more 
literal ones of his own. Time was when 
the a.verage schoolboy could construe e. 
Le.tin phrase with ease; but now that 
precedence is so la.rgely given to more 
practical subjects, a. cla.ssica.l quotation 
is understood by few; hence the neces
sity for such a.id a.a we sugge3t. 

"Ars longa, vita brevis," cannot be 
tortured to mean " I die to-day, and 
live to-morrow;" while Longfellow's 
"Art is long, and life is fleeting," is an 
almost literal rendering. 

" Disce bene vivere et mori" (" Lee.rn 
to live e.nd die well'") does not mean 
" Shine and set." 

"Festina lente ''-or, as in its well
known Greek dress, "Speude brade,,s " 
-should be "Hasten slowly," nor does 
" Mind my movements" afford the 
faintest idea of the monition con
veyed. 

One beautiful and cbare.cteristic ex
ample which still appears on sundials 
at Aldburgh and Great Me.rlow is not 
given. "Horas non numero nisi 
sere,ias," "I number not the hours .un
less they a.re serene." It, however, 
appears in the form chosen by the 
Queen for the sundie.l e.t Sa.ndring
ham:-

·• Let others tell of storms and showers, 
I'll only count your sunny boors." 

The sixty mottoes, it should be ea.id, 
a.re e.rre.nged in e.lphe.betice.l order to 
fe.cilite.te reference, though e.n index 
of subjects would e.lso he.ve been of 
me.teriO:l service. 
The :jtory of the Light that Neve.- Went 

Out. By Auguste. Cook e.nd W. 
Stanley Me.rtin. London : Morgan 
e.nd Scott. Paternoster - buildings. 
Price 12s. 6d. 

WITH peculiar plea.sure we recently 
penned some words of commende.tion 
of this magnificent volume, which 
were none the less sincere bece.use we 
drew e.ttention to some of the contents 
which we deemed capable of improve
ment. 

Tbe.t circumste.nces call for the most 
strenuous efforts to me.iota.in the forth
shining of the light of God's truth in 
Gree.t Brite.in we solemnly believe, but 
we see deep necessity for Protestant 
e.dvoce.tes to me.ke sure of their position, 
to ga.ther their facts from reliable 
sources and to a.void substituting sen
satione.l cle.p-tre.p for the sound speech 
which none can ga.inse.y or resist. 

Wo would repeat the.t, in spite of the 
popule.r opinion, ~itue.lists _ri.re 7:1ot 
Romanists. Confusion on this pomt 
lee.de some to wbe.t we ce.n but deem 
blunders in this holy campaign. Laud 
in hie day, a.a we saw, opposed the 
Pe.pe,l hiere.rchy, e.nd some re111ly truth
ful e.nd trenchant books on the same 
lines he.ve eme.ne.ted from sacerdoto.lists 
of the most advanced type.• 

It is believed by many the.t the Book 
of Common Prayer a.lone, if evangelic
e.lly interpreted, affords e.mple refuta
tion to ritualistic errors. We rece.11 
how John Keneit, of blessed memory, 
we.s wont to we.ve his own copy a.loft 

• See the nrticle JESUITS ill the lost, 
edition or" Encycloomdia. Britannica.," by 
R. F. LitUeda.le, LI .. D., D C.L., ond _t~e B1Lme 
A utbor'a •• Ilea.sons for Not Joining th" 
Church of Ilome.'' Hie rltuallsticvlewe_a.re 
however most prono~nced. Ag!Ll_'!I, Oe.rd,]DDI 
Newmon'• "Apolog11~ pro vita. 8-c,":: •• 
empbnt1c in denounc,nir men of the Vl11, 
Media.." namely, Pusey, Keeble, etc. 
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o.nd boo.st the.t this wo.s 11,n o.11-sufficient 
weo.pon in the war the.t he we.gad so 
bravely. We believe that he wo.s mis
taken. The e.uthoritative stande.rds to 
which ohurchmen e.re entitled to e.p
peo.l in matters of doctrine and the 
order of their worship, o.re the Prayer
book o.s e. whole, the Homilies which 
a.re expressly sanctioned in the thirty
fifth of its Articles of Religion, and 
such of the Canons and Constitutions 
(or est,o.blished forms of Church govern
ment) o.s were in force before the 
Reformation, o.nd have never been re
pealed. The r11,nge of ree.ding required 
for even 11, cursory a.cquo.inte.nce with 
these matters is indeed very extensive, 
bat we incline to think the.t Dr. Little
dale o.nd his party have e. sanction 
which the law of the land would admit 
o.s valid on their side, and tho.t the 
boasts of the eve.ngelioeJs a.re without 
due warrant. 

This certs.inly we.s Spurgeon's posi
tion in 1865, nor did e.ny suooeed in 
driving him from it. The Church of 
England, so ea.lied, is essent_ie.lly_ e.1;1d 
re.diceJly se.cerdoto.l e.nd r1tuo.list1c. 
The ole.ims of many of her clergy a.re 
in the light of the Bible monstrous 
errors, but they ho.ve the support of ~he 
strange o.nd curious volume to which 
o.11 her ministers have given their un
feigned assent e.nd consent. 

Aimual Revort of the Pure Truth 
Mis-~ion. G. Stevenson, 30, Louia-st., 
Hull. 

THIS must be the smallest Tract 
Society in Great Britain. Its opera
tions a.re maintained e.t 11, yearly cost of 
£4 14s. 10d. The Report, which might 
be more explicit, tells of the distribu
tion of Mo.ga.zines, etc., but what these 
o.re, e.nd how they e.re obtained, is not 
sto.ted. though we a.re informed the.t it 
is deemed essential that they sh'luld 
he.ve ·• a. sound. clear, Godpel ring;" 
a.nd testify to the "full, free, complete 
Redemption of e.11 God's chosen 
oeople." It e.ppee.rs that the Mission 
also publishes tre.cts on its own o.ccount, 
e. selection of which were sent us with 
the Fina.ncio.l Statement. They a.re all 
truthful e.nd trenche.nt, much in the 
style of the onoe popular little book on 
the "Five Points," by the la.te Mr. 
Pe.rks, of Openshaw. They might in
deed, with a.dvo.nta.ge, be somewhat 
more illustrative; but compared with 
the sentimenta.l a.nd useless trash so 
freely issued by other Societies, a.re as 
jewels of the first water. To e.ny who 
o.re sincerly enquiring "Who.t is truth?" 
and whose hee.rts a.re prepo.red to 
receive who.t God ha.s ea.id, they would 
be inve.lua.ble. 

Report of the Lo11dcm Tempe,-ance 
It is true, as oi Laud so of Se.ohe

verel, Ge.theroole, C. J. Bloomfield, 
Drury, of Akenho.m, the ~oat of 
tyrannioe.1 priests that have 1nfested 
our lo.nd o.nd the men that a.re e.t the 
bottom 

1

of our present educe.tione.l 
trouble,-these o.re the production of 
o.n unsoripture.l, unjust, r.nd despotic 
system which in their oases found its 
fullest development e.nd exposition. 
Exceptions many ma.y, of oours'3, be 
oited-godly bishops, saintly a.nd de
voted ministers, the Leigbtons, the 
J ebbs, the Bo.thurets, or the Legh 
Riohmonds, Ceoils, e.nd Biokerateths of 
their de.y, e.nd the Bishop Ryles a.nd the 
host of like-minded men in our own. 
These, however, must not be regarded a.a 
demonstrating the purity of the sec
tion of the Church to whioh they 
belong, but rather a.a showing how 
wonderful is the grace of God to co~
se"e His servants in spite of their evil 
e.nd mischievous surroundings. 

Hospital, He.mpstel\d Roe.d, N. W. 
THE writer is under unspee.ka.ble 
obligo.tions to this Institution; though 
were this not the ce.•e, it would he.ve 
our earnest good wishes. Me.ny help
less inebriates ha.ve owed their downfa.11 
to the reckless wa.y in whioh intoxlo11-
ting bevere.ges were forced upon them 
in their do.ye of oonva.lescence at an 
Hospito.1, a.wa.kening I\ craving the.t was 
dorme.nt, and sa.nctioning a. h11bit which 
in their onses wa.s mornlly sulmdal. 
This is a.voided e.t "the Tcmpero.nco," 
in whioh, in 1irgent cases only, stimu
lants in the form of o.bsolute alcohol 
judiciously blended wi,h medical 
tinctures or infusions, a.re indeed 
occ11~iona.lly a.dministered, as physic, 
but with no e.tternpt to render the 
mixture pa.la.table, o.nd thorefor~, 11o 
source of tempte.tion. The staff 11ore 
most skilful : the o.pplie.nces up-to
de.te : the ul most consideration e.nd 
kindness a.re shown to po.tients-o.nd 
hence the claims presented upon 
Christian sympathy and support a.re as 
strong a.a can be well conceived. 

The fe.ots which this volume e.d
ve.noes will be of inestimable service 
to e.ll Protestant e.dvoce.tes, o.nd we bid 
it God-speed with o.11 our heart, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

CAMBRIDGE, "EDEN." 1 Chairman remarked that the one key-
A brief history of its rise and progress, note ,,of. thi~ meeting. W&B "th&nkfnl

with an account of the 25th anr.iver- , !less, d1reot1ne- o~r mmds _to th~ meet
sa,· ,; ·ts t M T h mg of the Patnaroh with h1a aon 

y 01 i presen pastor, r. uO n Joseph. and his expression, "It is 
Jull. 1 enough," saying, brother Juli would 

"STANDS like a palace built for God" i feel ere theae meetings closed aomething 
filled onr soul &s we joined the company , like" It is enough" &S the heart over
flocking up to'' Eden," on April 21st, to ! flowed with thankfulness. Dwelling on 
celebrate the twenty-Ii ve years of ! the ch&ngel\ble nature of the timea, &nd 
pastor&! labour of our beloved brother, I the shortness of the pastorates which 
John Juli, &s & rule obtained, he said the f&ct that 

A choice little souvenir of these their dear pastor had been urheld in 
important meetings w,11 be the very twenty-five years of fa.itbfu service 
neat and artistic invitation card with among them waa cause fo_r gratitude 
the pastor's portrait that had been &nd th&nkfulneaa to God, who gave them 
issued. such & devoted servant. Tenderly touoh-

A large ,r&thering had assembled by ing on the one•· cloud" over the ga.ther-
3.30, when Pastor L. H. Colla, of Tring, inga in the &baence of the pastor's 
delivered & most &ppropria.te sermon beloved wife through affliction, and the 
from Phil. i. 3-5, "I thank my God gre&t disappointment to heraelf and &11 
upon every remembrance of yon, always asaembled, he s&id th&nkfulnees also 
in every prayer of mine for you &II muat be expresaed for the hope or 
making request with joy, for your recovery, &nd &11 united in earnest 
fellowship in the Goepel from the first prayer for its completion, 
d&y until now." Space forbida even & Prolonged applause greeted the 
bare outline of this excellent discourse. beloved pastor, John Juli, as he rose to 
The text w&s rea.d from the Reviaed &ddreaa the meeting. With evident 
Version, and after &n introduction emotion he thanked all preaentfor their 
touching the suitability of the worda to expresaion of sympathy in the abaence 
the present occasion in the unity of of hia de&r wife, &nd for their kindness 
pastor &nd people after twenty-five toward him and hie flock on the occasion 
yea.re' fellowship, the preacher dwelt on of their "silver wedding." It b&d been 
L The glorious Gospel of Cbriat as th~ beyond his expectations to see so much 
basis of this holy sharing in eternal heart ~nd earnestnee~ &Shad been put 
life &nd love, 2. '£his fellowship in the forth 1n theae services. Forty-four 
Gospel is the Divine purpose of the yerus ago his Lord called him to the 
mini•try of the Gospel. 3. The Church ministry of the Gospel, and to-day he 
itaelf is the one fellowship which ia felt both honoured &nd humbled at His 
maintained and nourished by the Master's feet .. He was born at Wortham 
Gospel. 4. This fellowship in the Water, Kent, Ill _1833, and was brought 
Gospel is so founded that it is &!so the up & farmer. His first pastorate w&s &t 
means of the furthe;&noe of the Goepel Ry&r~h, where, while sti_ll engage~ in 
itself. Ee.eh of the &hove points was farmmg, he laboured ID the httle 
bee.n~ifully illustrated, and olee.rly thatched chapel. During the eight ye~rs 
applied to the present happy event in he spent there & new chapt;l w&e built, 
the history of "Eden " and the services and forty persons were bapt1zed. From 
-of the day. ' Ry&rsb he w&s removed for & time ~o 

At the cloae of the afternoon service, Carlton, Beds., &nd from thence to bis 
the congregation repaired to the oom- present pastorate. 
modioos schoolroom, under the chapel, Reviewing the rise and progress of the 
where te& b&d been provided. Cause, Mr. Juli s&id the Church w&a 

The eveninj!" meeting commenced formed in Old U:reen-street Chapel, 
punctually a.t 6 30, presided over by our Cambridge, in October, 1823, by Mr, J. 
beloved brother, Pastor E. Mitchell. Foreman, late of Laxfield, with six 

Pastor J. Jull re&d letters regretting membersincludin,r himself. Thefollow
in&bility to attend from Messrs. R. ing prayer was offered on the oco&sion, 
W. Ayers and W. B. Selbie. He b&d "th&t the Lord would look down, visit, 
also, be said, received letters from many wu.ter &nd oause to flourish the little 
old members who h&d left Cambridge, tender vine which we hoped His own 
the re&dinl?' of which bad melted his hand had planted; m&y the little one 
heart that morning before the Lord. become & thousand." During Mr. 

The Chairman then in his own genial Foreman's ministry of four years the 
manner made &11 feel &t home as be old chapel was built &t & cost of £800. 
gave e. hee.rty welcome to &11 present, in Mr. W. Allen followed with a pe.stor&te 
the nu.me of the Pastor and Church, to of four years, then oame Mr. Poock, 
share in their joy and gratitude in cele- whose labours were oontinued for ten 
brating their "silver wedding." The yeu.rs. Mr. Field succeeded him with 
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a paetorate of two yeare. Then oame 
Mr. Marke, whoee minietry of eighteen 
yeare wae a eouroe of bleeeing. Mr. 
Bo..nyan MoCure followed ae pastor tor 
five years, dnring whioh time the 
preeent chapel wae built and opened 
free of debt. 

In the year 1879 he, Mr. Juli, oom
menoed hie ministry and pastoral labour 
among them, and by the bleeeing, good
neee, and mercy of God had been eus
tained for twenty-five yeare. It is a 
reoord and uniqne event in the history 
of the Church, aleo no enoh long 
paetorate hae been held in any of the 
free Churches of the town since the 
year 1761, when the Rev. Robert 
Robinson wae pastor of St. Andrewe
etreet nearly thirty years. Some eay he 
wae the antbor of that hymn, "Come, 
Thou foo..nt of every bleseing." Continu
ing, Mr. Jull eaid during the present 
paetorate there has been a steady yearly 
increase in the memberehip, 173 have 
been added to the Church, 120 by 
baptiem. and 53 by transfer and experi
ence. There hae been no resorting to 
any eensational mieeion revival servicee, 
and no P. S. A. eervices to" keep things 
going," bnt he had kept on prea.ching 
the Gospel of Jesne Chriet, exponnding 
the Word, believing the Goepel to be 
etill the same as in the a.postle'a day, 
viz., "the power of God unto ealvation 
to everyone that believeth." 

Doring thie time the Lord hae 11:iven 
many eeals totheminietry of the Word; 
many young pereone who have been 
born during the present paetorate have 
been "born again," and have testified 
before the Cburoh to their ohange or 
heart, repentanoe toward God, and faith 
in 011r Lord Jeane Chriet. Moet or 
the older members have passed away to 
their great reward. There wae muoh to 
praiee God for, and not the lea.et wae the 
faot that dnring twenty-five yeare they 
had not had to eeparate themselves from 
anyone for inconsistent conduct. Many 
persons eaid that their doctrines led to 
lioentiouenees and looee living, but that 
wae flatly denied by the faot he had 
just mentioned, and they had been 
epared a great deal of p:.in on that 
acoonnt. 

On the oonollll!ion of the paetor'e 
deeply interesting addreee, the chair
man, on behalf of the eenior deacon, Hr. 
Beall (who wae unable to be preeent, 
but whom we were all glad to see and 
hear at the after-meeting, when heepoke 
of hie deep love to the pastor, and in
tereet in the Chnroh), then preeenterl 
Mr. Jull with a cheque for .£42 16e., 
whioh he described as a love token from 
hie beloved people, who knew how to 
value eo faithful a servant of Christ. 
Before Mr. Juli oould rise, two little 
girls, the Miseee Dorothy and Lily 
Haynee, with oountenanoee beaming 
with joy, came on tho platform, and 

preeented on behalf of the scholare of 
the Sunday-echool a beautiful case of 
eilver eerviette rings bearing the in
eoription, "Prea~nted to .Ur. and .llrs. 
Jull by ihe Su1tday-1chool, on the 2.5th 
anniver,ary of tlieir work at Eden 
Chapel." 

Calling on brother Juli. the chairman 
said he felt sure his brother e!ltered 
now into theee worde of Jacob, '' It is 
enongh." Mr. Jull in returning thanks 
waequite overcomeae he gave expression 
to his gratitnde, and especially that the 
young and tender hearts of the children 
ehould be moved to recognise that 
important day's eervices. Both himself 
and his dear wife wonld value that gift 
as long as they lived. He had heard 
rumoure of a presentation, but was com
pletely taken by surprise in the 
magnificent oheque presented to him. 
He thanked them all exceedingly for 
euoh a mark of love and esteem. 

Pastor W. Bampton Taylor, of'· Zion," 
Cambridge,expreesed the pleasure whioh 
it gave him to be present. To produce 
snob a soene as this there must, he said, 
evidently be at "Eden" the spirit of 
love, unity, and hard work. 

P11,stor E. Marsh, of Stratford, after 
bearing witness to the high position of 
estoem in whioh l\Ir. Juli was held 
throughout the denomination as a 
minister or high moral oharaoter, 
spiritual inflnenoe, and a olear exponent 
of the Word or God, said the portion of 
Scripture that had rested on his miud 
for this oooasion was Aots xx. 24, •· But 
none of these things move me, neither 
oount I my life dear unto myself, so 
that 1 might finish my oourse with joy, 
and the ministry, which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
Go6pel of the graoe of God." He 
observed that he was sure theee words 
would find an eoho in brother Jull's 
heart in the following particulars :-1. 
The nature of hi•· minist·ry-" to testify 
thtl Gospel of the Lord J eous." 2. Frmn 
whv111 he had ·rereiv,•il his ,11ini.,trv, ,w,l 
the fad that he ltad "rec11iwd" it-the 
Lord Jesus. 3. The c11n./lict au11oiat8!l 
with 'it-or things 011,loulated to move 
him. 4. Ttte _lixedni,,., '1 p_1trp11ae
" none move me." 5. The God-glorify
ing ambition-" that I may finish," &a. 
After epeaking very briefly to eaoh 
point, be eaid the best political 
ministry tho.t had ever been, or might 
be, must pale before the position of 
their pastor as a servant of the Lord 
Jesus, and an ambassador from the 
oourt of heaven. 

Pastor L. H. Colle then spoke of the 
secret of our brother's long life or uee
fulneee, dwelling on the man, his 
metlwd, and hie meuage. He said the 
pastor's personality possessed o.nd oon
seorated by Christ, the man behind the 
message, has muoh to do with its recep
tion. Brother Jail's method was that of 
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bringing a.ll out of the word "exposi
t.ion," this was the secret of the living 
freshneas of his ministry, the dew of 
the Holy Spirit ever resting upon it. 
Ilia rnessage was ever full of Christ. 
Ever rising higher a.nd higher in our 
tJrother's esteem wa.s the Christ of God. 
and a.s he ea.w fresh bea.uties in his Lord 
MO he poured forth the same before the 
people, and hence hie ministry wa.s a. 
Ii ving, sprin1ring well. 

The Cha.irma.n interspersed the 
Rpeeches with some pithy rema.rks, 
which were much enjoyed. The other 
brethren on the pla.tform who took 
some pa.rt in the services were Messrs. 
~orthfield. Ma.rob; Winch, Cha.tterie; 
~ewton, Wisbea.ch; F. S. Reynold@, 
Over ; Peters, Whittlesea.; A. Morlin1r, 
Cottenha.m; Throssell, Ramsey; and J. 
B:a.zelton, St. Neots. Several other 
miuisters were also preeent in the con
gregation, among whom we noticed our 
esteemed brother Woodgate. so long the 
loved pastor at Otley, Suffolk. Special 
hymns were sung, some of which were 
composed for the occasion. The services 
will long live in the memory of all 
present for their simplicity, godly 
sincerity, deep epiritua.lity and fervour. 
The Lord long spa.re and greatly bless 
John Juli in hie service, prays. 

ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

OLA.PHAM JUNCTION (" PROVI• 
DENCE," MEYRICK·ROAD). - On May 
8th and 10th services were held in 
connection with the 32nd anniversary 
of the Church, and proved seasons of 
spiritual enjoyment and refreshment. 
On the Sunday morninl!' our pastor 
(Mr. R. E. Sears) was enabled to bring 
forth strong meat from the words, 
" What shall we then say to these 
things 1 If God be for us, who oa.n be 
a.ga.inst ue 1" Pastor J. E. Hazelton 
wa.e the preacher on the Sunday evening 
and was led in a. bleseed manner to 
exa.lt Christ in Hie a.toning work, 
ta.king for his text the portion,•· It is 
the blood that ma.keth a.n atonement 
for the soul." On the following Tues
day we were favoured to listen to our 
brother, Mr. John Bush, whose sermon 
in the afternoon was much enjoyed. 
His text was " Wherein He ha.th ma.de 
us accepted in the Beloved," and he 
spoke of-(1) Union to Christ; (2) The 
precious experience of a.ocepta.noe ; and 
(3) the Divine operation. Our good 
friend and brother, Mr. F. J. Catchpole, 
presided a.t the evening meeting", and 
led our thoughts to Paul's letter to 
Titus. We a.re there exhorted to main
tain good works, but only those will 
thus adorn the doctrine rightly who 
have first experienced the gra.ce of God 
that bringeth ea.lva.tion, Our pa.etor, 
R. E. Sea.re, voiced our feelings of 
tha.nkfulnees as a. Church for peace, 
unity, a.nd a measure of prosperity 

during another yea.r, also for present 
encouragement from on high in four 
ca.ndida.tes a.waiting ba.ptism. Profitable 
addresses were then delivered by several 
brethren. Pastor Andrews led our 
thoughts to the portion, " Thfl Lorri 
ha.th spoken good oonoernin\l: Israel." 
Mr. John Bush spoke of 'founda.
tione," a. founda.tion hook--the Bible; 
a. foundation fa.et - a.tonement; a 
foundation truth - justification; a. 
founda.tion work-regeneration, Pastor 
Ja.mes Easter discoursed on a. deathless 
grace-" lovingkindness; " a. ma.tchless 
contra.et-" better than life ; " and a 
spiritual result-" My lips shall praise 
Thee." Pastor J. R. Debnam fallowed 
with some pra.ctica.1 remarks on" Wait 
on the Lord." The collections a.mounted 
to £14 lls. Special anthems were ren
dered under the lea.dershin of onr 
organist, Mr. E. G. Ma.r~h. In concln• 
sion our thanks are due to visitors from 
a. number of London Churches, who 
cheered Uij by their presence and good 
wiahes.-F. W. KEVAN. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
A MEETING was held in the interests or 
the above a.t Spa.-roa.d, Bermondsey, on 
Wednesday evening, April 20th, when 
pa.star R. Mutimer, of Brenttord. 
prea.ohed an excellent sermon from the 
words, "Then Philip opened his mouth 
and began a.t the same Scripture, and 
prea.ched unto him Jesus." In warm, 
ea.rnest terms Mr. Mutimer urged upon 
his hearers the ola.ims of mission work, 
clearly describing a. God-sent mission
ary, also his essential subject-'' Jesus." 
A good number of friends were present, 
and many expressions or a.ppreoia.tion 
were heard. After a collection had 
been ta.ken, the singing of the hymn. 
"O'er the gloomy hills of darkness," 
brought the meeting to a. close. 

HIGHBURY.-Thethird anniversary 
of the pastorate of Mr. Fra.nk Fells was 
held on Lord'E-lia.y, April 10. The pastor 
preached in the morning from Rom. viii. 
12, and in the evenini;r pastor E. Mitohell 
delivered a. very helpful sermon from 
Psa.. !xiii. 3. At ea.eh service excellent 
oonl{re1ra.tions assembled. On Tuesda.y, 
April 12th, pastor Archibald G. Brown 
preached to a. la.rge congregation a. 
most rema.rka.ble sermon from Jude 11, 
dealing in an expository way with the 
'"Way of Ca.in " the "Error of Ba.ala.m" 
and the "Ga.lnsa.ying of Core." This 
proved to be a. very searching and 
solemn time. The evening meeting wa.s 
presided over by J. S. Vina.II, E,q, and 
excellent a.cldresees were delivered by 
pastors Pa.rnell, Mitchell, Mutimer, 
Jones, and Sea.re, ea.oh testifying of 
their love and esteem for the pastor 
and Church at Highbury. We tha.nk 
friends who visited us from other 
ea.uses, and we a.re enooura.ged to press 
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on in the good work, trusting in God. 
who, having helped us in the past, will 
always be near by .. Collections nearly 
£23. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND 
SOCIErY. 

THE cause to be pleaded-the prevision 
of sustenance and comfort for the Lord's 
aged poor during their declininir yea.re 
-a.nd the pla.ce of meeting-the Mansion 
Hoose of the City of Loudon, perbe.ps 
the most dignified and renowned edilioe 
in the centre of the world's greatest 
oe.pite.1-formed a bee.utilol oombine.
tion, that appealed to speakers a.nd 
a.udience a.like at the ninety-seventh 
annual meeting of the Aged Pil~rime' 
Friend Society, which we.s held 10 tbe 
Egyptian He.II of the lle.nsion Hoose, 
by kind permission of the Lord M~yor, 
on Monday afternoon, Me.y 2nd. Wben 
nearly a century a.go a, little be.nd of 
young people not riob in this world's 
goods themselves founded this grand 
institution for the poor and aged mem
bers of the household of faith known to 
them, they bad probably no idea t~at 
the organiution would grow to 1to 
present proportions. We tr~st the.~ the 
olaims of this noble work will continue 
to win sympe.thetio oonsideration from 
God's people, and that the oominir Ce1:1-
tenary may witness snob a growth 1n 
interest on the pa.rt of the Lord's 
stewards that the Committee or the 
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Sooiety will find 
the burden of care mnob lightened. 

The meeting on Monday afternoim 
(whioh was largely attended, despite 
the inolemenoy of the weather) had a 
most sympatbetio ohairme.n in Genera.I 
Sir William Stirling, K.O.B. He was 
supported by a band of loyal friends of 
the Institution, amongst whom I m~y 
mention the Dean of Peterborough, Sir 
Donirlas Fo:s:, Messrs. A. J. Be.:s:ter, E. 
Mitohell, A. G. Wilco:s:, W. Sinden, R. 
E. Sean, and E. White, also )!sears. E. 
Rawlings, J. Plit~ott, L.O.C., J. 
Townsend, J.P, G. Dondney, E. Carr, W. 
Bnmstead,J. B,isb, T.Green. A. Boulden, 
J. B. Oollin, J, Keeble, W. J, Parke 
(Treasurer), and Mr. J. E. Hazelton 
(Seoretary). After the devotional_ exer
cises Mr. Hazelton gave an outline of 
the r'eport that will ~e issued to ~be sub
soribers. He 11raph1oally desor1bed the 
methods of the Institution, ebowing 
that its work is of a twofold oharacter ; 
the granting of lire pensione1 and ~he 
maintenance or four Homes, 1n wh1oh 
180 of the recipients dwell. As he 
pointed out, the primary objeot of the 
Sooiety is the supoort a1,1d developm~nt 
of its system of pensions, by wbtoh 
hundreds of the Lord's airad poor are 
enableci to keep their homea toirether. 
Very tonchinir were the allnsione to the 
ineradioable desire to remain In the old 
home. "Don't take me away from that," 

is the touching plea of the old pi I grime, 
and nothing, as the Secretary pornted 
out, is sadder than the eight or an old 
disoiple in the uncongenial soil and the 
sunless climate of the workhouse. Moch 
was rightly made of the method by 
whioh the pensions are di•tr1 buted 
monthly and quarterly. Christian 
friende take them from time to time, 
and this system of personal visitation 
divests the work of formalism and 
officialism, and strengthens the bonds of 
interest and sympathy. The unpre
cedented increase in the nnmber of 
pensioners entails an outlay or over £40 
a day, and the Secretary me.de an 
earnest appeal for an increased free 111-
ocme-the.t is, a.n inoome not charged 
with pensioners. A tote.I of £4.~~9 
reoeived in subscriptions and £1.3"o 
from donations was announced. 
Au:s:ilie.rie• yielded £1,567. Mr .. B. 
Denshe.m who has been such e. mumfi
cent helper of the Institution in the 
past bas now kindly promised to. ~re
sent'the Sooiety with £210, on cond1t1o;a 
t.he.t the sum of 11ot least £52 10•. 1• 
obtained utan early date by new annual 
~ubeoriptions or 7s., 10•., or H•., er by 
doubled one-guinea. subscriptions. We 
trust that some or the reader• of t~e 
EARTHEN' VESSEL will respond to this 
handsome obe.llenge. The aire• of tb.e 
pensioners ra.nge from 60 to 95. Of the■e 
219 a.re on the £10 10•. pension, 1,283 on 
the £7 7a., and 165 on the £5 5•. 
Advances from the lower to the higher 
lists are me.de as rapidly as possible. 
Seven hundred and thirty-five of the 
pensioners live in the :Metropolis, 11,nd 
932 in the provinces. The Trustees of 
the late Mr. J, T. Morton's girt for
warded the snm of .U,6H \OJ. to be dis
tributed amongst the pensioners during 
the past year. For severe.I yen.re to 
oome gifts from this souroe will con
tinue, but the distribution will be upon 
a. diminishing soe.le. Rererenoe w11os 
also made to the work in the Asylums 
and Home•. Ca.mberwell shelters 10 
inmate•, Hornsey Rise 120, Brigh~on 
Home seven, and Stamford II111 n1ne. 
In ooncluding this report_. Mr. He.~elton 
pointed out that the Soo1ety oarr1es on 
its work on the basis or Protestant 11,nd 
Soripture.l truth, and that its foundr.tion 
prinoiple as expressed in its Trust Dded 
1s to malntsin the Institution for the 
Lord's poor, recognizing no ~e_ncmina
tional names but emphast&mg the 
possession or ;ite.l Godliness a.o the one 
spiritual 4. ue.lifioa.tion. 

Sir William Stirling's opening re
marks were or the.nkruloeas to the Lord 
Mayor for placing at the dispos~I or t~e 
Society that beautiful ~all for. their 
meeting. Mr. Dens~a.m ~ ~e.l\'n16.oent 
offer ne:s:t engaged Str Wtlhe.m e atten
tion, and he PX pressed the hope that sub
scribers of 7s,, lOJ., and 14•. ~011ld b., 
forthcoming-a.mounts, he pomted out, 
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within the rea.ch of almost evervone
so tha.t they might ave.ii themseives of 
Mr. Denshe.m's liberality. It we.s not 
only the givers of large sums who 
nttre.cted the Lord's attention-the 
widow's mite e.Jso secured His blessiDR". 
Whoso ge.ve e. cup of cold water in His 
ne.me would not lose their reward. 

The Dee.n of Peterborough, Sir 
Douglas Fox, e.nd Meeers. A. J. Ba.xter, 
e.nd E. Mitchell delivered excellent 
addresses. 

Mr. J. Keeble moved e. vote of thanks 
to Sir William 8tirlin1r for presiding, 
e.nd to the Lord Ma.yor for the use of the 
Mansion House, a.nd, in doing eo, 
e.dverted to the death, through accident, 
of the.t valued serva.nt of God e.nd warm 
friend of the Society, Mr. C. Remington, 
of Devizes. Mr. W. J. Parke, the 
Tree.surer, seconded ; e.nd Sir Willia.m 
Stirling, in responding, pa.id e. tribute 
to the memory of the late Mr. J. C. 
Ma.rti11, of the Circus Church, Ports
mouth, who first introduced tbe Society 
to hie notice. The meeting then con
cluded with prayer by Mr. R. E. Sea.re. 

A PASTOR'S WELCOME. 
MR. T. JONES' welcome to the pa.etore.te 
of the Church e.t West Hill, on Tuesda.y, 
April 19th, proved e. grand encceee. 
"Ma.gnificent meeting ! " '' Crowded 
honee I" "Splendid collections!" such 
were the rema.rke heard from friends on 
leaving. How could it be otherwise 1 
Friends ea.me from nearly every pa.rt of 
the Metropolie, among whom fifty 
united from "Zion," Deptford, to show 
their esteem a.nd regard for their le.te 
loved pa.stor, to evince their Chrietie.n 
eympa.thy a.nd expreee their pra.otica.l 
goodwill towards him. 

On entering the oha.pel, which pre
sented a. cheerful a.nd oomforta.hle 
e.ppea.ra.noe. we were a.ttra.cted by the 
word WELCOME, extendinj!' e.oroee the 
be.ck of the pla.tform. Mnoh ea.re, 
pa.tienoe, a.nd time ha.d been spent in 
,utistioa.lly working th3 letters in 
flowers of different kinds a.nd colours, 
tastily fra.ming them with emila.x, 
which presented a. plea.sing eight, ca.11-
ing forth the a.dmira.tion of the 
assembly. 

The afternoon service commenced a.t 
3.30, when our pG.stor a.ccompa.nied 
brother Bush on the pla.tform a.nd 
announced the opening hymn. The 
prea.cher delivered a. suita.ble a.nd 
experimenta.l diBcourse founded upon 
Ephes. iii. 8 to a. la.rge a.nd a.pprecia.tive 
congrega.tion. At 5, nea.rly 200 friends 
ea.t down to tea., which we.a much 
enjoyed, a.a wa.s a.Jso the friendly inter
course. Time wa.its not. a.nd 6.15 very 
soon arrived. when J. Piggott, E~q., 
L.C.C., ga.ve out the well-known hymn, 
·• Kindred in Christ." He rea.d lea.. Ix .. 
e.rter which brother W a.kelin, of 
.811.esett-street, Jed us in prayer, which 

wa.e hearty, kindly, e.nd brotherly. 
Moat tenderly did he intercede on 
behalf of the ee.etor, dee.cone, tee.ohere, 
a.nd a.JI agencies carried on in connec
nection with the Ohurch. The dea.r 
brother prayed-'' We bless Thee, 0 
Lord, for Thy dee.r eerve.nt, our 
esteemed brother Jones, from whose 
lips we have hea.rd so ma.ny gra.cione, 
helpful a.nd encouraging words. We 
thank Thee for hie noble eta.nd for 
truths sacred e.nd dee.r to our hearts. 
Lord, be precious to him, prosper him, 
e.nd let Thy gra.ce su~ta.in e.nd uphold 
him in the work of the Lord in this 
ple,ce." 

Brother J. Cooper we.a called upon to 
state the rea.sons why they a.a e. Church 
had given Mr. Jones the ca.11 to the 
pastorate. This he did in a. very con• 
ci~e we.y. He told ns the.t a.boat tkrfe 
yea.re ha.d ela.peed since their late 
esteemed pa.etor, Mr. W. Jeyee Styles, 
resigned. During the.t period they 
ha.d been supplied with good e.nd 
true men. He ea.id the.t Mr. Jones 
supplied for the first time on 
Thureda.y, .July 9th. e.nd severa.l times 
during la.et yee.r. His testimony we.a 
well received, eo the.t we a.greed to ha.ve 
e. month's prayer in order to seek God's 
blessing e.nd guide.nee. The end of e.11 
our prayers a.nd deliberations Jed to 
giving a. hearty e.nd oordia.l invitation 
to Mr. Jones, whose reply to our letter 
we.a the.t he would condnot all services 
during Je.nue.ry e.nd then give hie 
a.ns17er, which he aocordingly did. 
Before resuming hie seat, brother 
Cooper gave the pastor a. hearty ha.nd
sha.ko with his best wishes for e. happy 
a.nd prosperous pa.store.ta. 

The President then oe.lled upon Mr. 
Jones to give his reasons for accepting 
the "ce.11 " to the pa.etore.te, a.nd the 
doctrines he intended to preach. The 
pe.etor, on rising, wa.e greeted with 
prolonged apple.use. e.nd stated the.t his 
wife e.nd himself joined the brethren 
in the month's. prayer tb.a.t they might 
be led the right wa.y. If West Hill we.s 
to be the place, it ma.y be me.de quite 
pie.in, if not the.t some obstacle ma.y 
oompletely blook np the wa.y. No 
obste.ole, however, ooourred, hut every
thing opened of ite own a.ooord. Other 
doors a.nd overtures ha.d been ma.de, hut 
somehow he felt conetre.ined by circnm• 
ate.noes a.nd feeling to favourably oon
eider the propose.ls ma.de by this Church 
a.nd peoi,le. The result ie now fully 
known. As to the dootrines he intended 
to preach, Mr. Jones ea.id for nearly 
thirty yea.re he he.d endeavoured to 
prea.oh Christ crucified, whioh meant 
ea.lva.tion by grace, redemption through 
blood, together with the doctrines set 
forth in the Word. He w"e no Anti
nomian ·-mere fa.te.lism. He we.s no 
Arminian-a eyetem untrue a.nd nn
scriptura.l. He empha.tica.lly believed 
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in unconditional election, absolute Lord thought of the children's pra.ise 
predestination, the final perseverance I Tea was provided in our new school
of the eainte to ultimate glorification. room. at which about 130 were present. 
From these troths he did not intend to Mr. Monie presided over the evening 
swerve for any living man; he would meetin~, upon which God's blessing 
maintain them at whatever cost. was sought by Mr. Chambers. The 

The Chairman then gave 11, very SPoretary read the report, showing an 
interesting- address on the "Minister increase in the number of schola.re, the 
of Christ," and spoke in highest terms number at present being-130. The cash 
of respect for Mr. Jones, whom he had statement was given by the treasurer. 
known for several years, and whom he The chairman commented upon these 
knew to be 11, real, true and faithful and made 11, few suitable observations 
minister of the Goepel of grace. upon the words, "Sanctify yourselves, 

Addresses of a eulogistic and spiritual for to-morrow the Lord will do 
character. including advice to pastor wonders." The adoption of the report 
and people, were delivered by pastors was moved by Mr. H. Dadswell, who 
Fells, Debnam, Holden, Parnell, delivered an address upon the words, 
Mitchell, Marsh, White, Sears, Voyeey, "Remembering without ceasiuir your 
Boeh, Brown, and the pastor, who work of faith and labour of love." Mr. 
heartily thanked all present for their S. Hutchinson seconded the adoption of 
great kindness ; their pre9ence, good the report in 11, speech founded u oon 
wishes and oongre.tnlations would be the words in John i. 26. Mr. Vine 
remembered with gratitude. followed with some 11:ood words on 

This day's proceedings would go far John vi. 9. The pastor having thanked 
to heal the past, and to inspire hope for all who had taken part, 11, few words 
the future, Hearty votes of thanks from our beloved superintendent, 
were accorded to the Chairman, speak- brother Harris, broul!'ht these happy 
ers and ladies, who provided so excel- meetings to 11, olose.-E. J. V. 
lent 11, tee.. Singin~ of " May the llraoe 
of Christ our Saviour" and the Bene
diction closed 11, very happy day. The 
oolleotione, which were over £20, 
including 11, donation from friends who 
desired their names to be withheld, 
were tor the pastor. A DISCIPLE. 

TOTTENHAM (EBENEZER).-It is 
with much joy we at Tottenham look 
forward to Easter Sunday and Monday, 
as those two days are entirely set apart 
for the celebration of our Sunday
sohool anniverse.ry. Thie year our 
pastor preached an excellent sermon 
on the Sunday morning from John xx. 
20, notioinll'-(1) Who thev saw; (2) 
Who ee.w Him; (3) l'he effect it he.d. 
In the afternoon brother W. S. Baker, 
of Chadwell-street, lf&Ve a very ioter-
1>eting and inetruot1 ve address from 
Phil. i. 10, espeoiall y dwelling on the 
word <; Sincere." In the eveninl!' 
brother Baker occupied the pulpit and 
delivered 11, epl1>ndid and aoond Goepel 
discourse from John xi. 25, "I am the 
Reeurreotion and the Life." In 11, very 
telling way the preacher described how 
that both Martha and Mary came to 
Christ with the same words, yet both 
received different answers. With 
Martha, Christ wa.e, as it were, williol!' 
to argue the matter out conoerninl!' her 
brother's death, but with Mary, ;, J eeoe 
wept," showing how that Christ under
stands human nature. That which 
one could bear, the other could not. 
On Easter Monday brother De.dewell, 
of Olapham, was graciously helped in 
a very eavonry discourse from Matt. 
:ui. 15, 16. He noticed-(l) The ory of 
the children; (2) The people who were 
displeased with it; and (3) What the 

PECKHAM (ZION, HEATON-ROAD). 
-Pleasurable and spiritual seasons 
were experienced in the services 00011,

eioned by the 25th anniversary of the 
Sunday-school here, On Lord's-day, 
April 2Hh, 11, little company met at 10-
o'olook to implore the Master's blee•ing 
on the service•, when truly the Spirit's 
unction and power were felt. At the 
morning service Mr. W. Gill, of 
Norwich, preached instructively from 
the words," Be rearly in the morniol!'" 
(Ex:od. xx:x:iv. 2). lo the afternoon, at 
3, 11, special children's service was held, 
when Mr. Gill addressed the eohole.re 
and their friends. In the evening our 
brother, led of the Spirit, preached a 
deeply spiritual dieooune, founded on 
Nicodemus oomioll' to the Saviour by 
night, the words of which we trust will 
long reme.io with us. On Tuesday, the 
26th, the oontiouation l{&therinir took 
place. Tea was provided at 5.30 for 
scholars and friends. In the evening a 
public meeting was neld preeided over 
by W. D. Crowhuret, an old worker 
among the younf here. After the uBual 
preliminaries o service, our brother, 
Mr. A. 8troog, read the report, from 
which was gathered that Divine Good
ness had followed the work, and that 
in spite of difficulties - ever to be 
encountered in the Master's service
there wi.e much to be thankful for. 
Mr. T. Jones then "ddreeeed the meet
ing, and spoke very ee.rne•tly from 
two pointe-(1) The Spirit is with us; 
(2) The Spirit is in us. Mr. W. H. Rose
followed with 11, cheerinj!' word to the 
teaohere-(1) The teacher's perception; 
(2) The teacher'• power; (3) The 
teaoher'a pa~tern. Mr. H. Ackland thex: 
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spoke on "N ehemie.h and his work " 
bringing out two bes.rt-searching and 
soul-stirrinir trat,bs-(1) He felt the 
responsibility of it; (2) He h&d a 
whole-hearted consecration - truly a 
word in see.son. After a few appro
priate sentences from Mr. Gill, the 
services were brought to a close. God 
be praised for a quarter of a century's 
work among the young here. - J. 
KNIGHTS, 

ILFORD (EBENEZER). - We were 
favoured to hold our 68th e.nniverse.ry 
services on Lord's-day, the 10th April, 
when two sermons were preached by 
the pastor, Mr. James Othen, On 
Tuesday, the 12th April, pastor E. 
White, of Woolwich, preached in the 
afternoon from Pea. xi. 3, "If the 
foundations be removed," &c. A pablio 
,meeting took place in the evening, pre
sided over by the pastor, who read Paa. 
lxxxv. Brother G. S, Fe.unch followed 
with prayer, after which the secretary 
read a report of the past year, relating 
the goodness of the Lord, and expressing 
·tbe.akfalness to our heavenly Father 
for the help afforded to our pastor and 
blessings derived from his ministra
tions both in the ordinary services and 
.at the Bible-class, four having been 
added to the Church by baptism and 
three by transfer, We have also been 
favoured fi.ne.ncie.lly, the whole of the 
debt on the chapel having been olee.red, 
so the.t it was now the Church's free
.hold. Addresses were then delivered by 
pastor J. Clark on "The stability of 
God's covenant," pastor H. D. Sandell 
on "The abundant provisions of God's 
house," e.nd pastor E. White on "The 
presence and interposition of Christ on 
His people's behalf in every emer
gency." All the speakers were 
graciously helped, and their addresses 
much enjoyed by the friends, of whom 
there was a good attendance at all the 
servioes. To our Triune God be all the 
pre.ise.-W. G. F. 

FARNHAM, SURREY (PARK-LANE 
BAPTIST CHAPEL).-The above cause 
of truth held their anniversary eervioes 
on Easter Monday, April 4th, 1904, 
when two sermons were pree.ohed by 
Mr. W. Chisnall, of Guildford. Our 
brother took for his text in the after
noon Roth ii. 13- (1) The broken
hearted prayer; (2) The request me.de. 
In the evening we were led to Lake 
viii. 48 - (I) Christ's tenderness to 
needy ones; (2) The hoper'B reward; 
(:I) The Divine blessing. Many friends 
found it good to be there. Being 
favoured with beautiful weather, a 
good number gathered at the social 
meal between the services, and we were 
e.ga.in cheered by the me.ny good wishes 
.and seasonable reme.rke me.de by friends 
!or our future welfare. We hope this 

me.y be but the beginning of brighter 
days to oome, when Hie saints shall be 
comforted, sinners converted, and the 
Word of His gre.oe he.ve free oouree and 
be glorified, and unto His ne.me we will 
g_ive all the pre.ise,-ONE WHO WAS 
THERE, 

STEVENAGE.-On Good Friday we 
had good fare. Spaoie.l eervioes were 
held, when Mr. C. A. Freeton pree.ohed 
in the e.fternoon and evening. The 
congregations were good, and the 
preacher gree.tly helped in delivering 
Gospel meeee.gee. In the afternoon our 
brother took for hie text John :xi:x. 30, 
and in the evening John xx. 17. How 
sacred is the spot where the Lord meets 
with H.is people I 

"My soul sbe,11 pre,y for Zio,;, still, 
Wbile life or bree.tb remains; 

Tbere my best friends, my kindred, 
dwell, 

There God, my Saviuur1 reigns}' 
We pray the.t much blessing will 
follow the day's services.-A. J. H. 

BRIXl'ON TABERNACLE, 
TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

OPENING. 
THESE eervioee were held on May 8th 
and 10th, 1904, the pastor, Mr. C. Corn
well, preaohing on Sunday morning and 
evening. In recording the mercies of a 
covene.nt God the following LLOte (taken 
during the openin!!' prayer) will well 
express our tbe.nkfolneee :-'' Oar bee.rte 
rise with gratitude for the past year. 
Well we remember the opening of this 
house of pre.yer. Some have gone home 
to glory-that we are on the way should 
help us to re.i~e the first note of praise. 
Changes have passed through our minds, 
our eyes have seen che.nging fe.oee. &nd 
ohe.nging persons have ohanged places, 
but Thou art the same. We have seen 
little ohildren become le.there and 
mothers. We have seen Thee in the 
countene.noee of Thy family, We have 
seen Thee in their distresses, and by
and-bye we hope to see Thee in glory. 
It we.a a blee•ed sight for a wounded 
spirit to see Thee when Thou wast on 
the earth, and it will be a ble•eed eight 
to see Thee in glory, where "Not a wave 
of trouble will roll e.oroee my peaoeful 
breast." In referenoe to the preaohed 
Word, may pQwer oome in between the 
speaker's lips and the hearers' hearts ; 
and 11,e Thou he.et helped them a thou
sand times e.lree.dy, me.y they still go on 
to prove the ble~sinl!' or the sweet oom
pe.ny of a precious Saviour," 

The morninll' sermon was te.ken from 
Rom. xii. 18, "If it be possible, as muoh 
as lieth in you, live peaoefully with all 
men." 

At the evening service the pastor 
spoke from Rom. viii. 35, •· Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ 7 " 
noting (1) The Person who loved-
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Christ ; (2) They who are interested in 
that love; (3) The challenge; (4) The 
separation impossible. 

On Tuesdav afternoon Mr. E Mitchell 
preached a very acceptable sermon from 
Jer. iii. 14, "I am married unto you." 
He spoke of Christ in the relationship 
of a Husband to Hie Bride, the Church, 
following it out in its highest order
in redemption and preservation. 

Many friends stayed to tea, after 
which a public meeting we.@ held, pre
sided over by Mr. F. T. Newman, who· 
opened by reading Zech. iii., and the 
pastor engaged in prayer. 

Mr. Debnam spoke on the immuta
bility of Christ, "The same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever." It was refreshing 
and strengthening to know Him ; hut, 
alo,s I some who professed to know Him 
proved by their conduct that they dij 
not. His sufferings and death did not 
deprive Him of this essential character. 
He was and is the same tender, com
passionate Saviour. 

Mr. Pounds spoke from the words of 
J e~us, "Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but l'lly words shall not pass 
away.' He described these words as an 
eipression or an instrument by which 
our Lord ga.ve effect to Hie purpose. 

Mr. Rundell spoke from l Cor. ii. 1, 
"Declaring unto you the testimony of 
God." By this Pan! delivered souls 
from the snares of the devi I. He de
clared unto them the glorious purposes 
or Christ in ea! vat ion, and a, reception 
or this truth will bring about the ell:• 
perieucee or those gone before. 

Mr. B. T. Da.le felt a little of the bless
ing of the teJ:t he had to speak from 
(Jer. IJ:Ii. H). "My people shall be 
ttali,fied with My goodness, eaith the 
Lord." When they realise it, they are 
perfectly satisfied with it. When in 
peculiar difficulties and in darkness, 
they long for its manifestation. They 
cry "Show me Thy glory?" and tbe 
reply of a gra.cious, covenant-keeping 
Father is, " I will cause all My goodness 
to pass before thee." 

Mr. Mitchell continued from Zeoh. 
Iiv. 7, '' But it shall come to pass that at 
evening time it shall be light," The 
Lord's promise to Hie people was some
times fulfilled in snob a way that their 
deliverance from trouble was so marked 
and astonishing that it was like the sun 
rising at midnight. God @eems to let 
things come almost to a olimaI, when 
He says, "Now will I arise," and the 
enemy then becomes like ohaff before 
the wind. Just when we eJ:peot death 
lie sends a heavenly peace into our soul. 
Even when sunk in deep soul-trouble, 
and unable to think a good thought, a 
little light from the Lord will help us 
to sing," Praise the mount." 

Our friends have helped us well on 
this occasion, and we were able to make 
up what balance we were behind in our 

accounts. The collections amounted to 
£21 l•h. 8d. which, considering tbe other 
collections made during the past year, 
gives us great encouragement. 

After the pastor had returned thanks 
to the ministerial friends and the chair• 
man, who had so ably presided, the 
meeting was closed with the singing of 
the Doxology. J. BROWNING. 

BECCLES (CENTENARY). 
IN 180! a few members seceded from the 
Independents, the only Dissenters then 
organized. They formed the nucleus of 
the Baptist Church. In 1805 their meet• 
ing house was erected. On the 5th 
September, 1808. a Church was formed 
of 2! members. Various ministers served 
the Church until 1822, when George 
Wright (of fragrant memory) com
menced hie ministry, becoming oastor 
on the 19th July, 1823, in which office he 
was sustained by the Holy Ghost for 
48 years, rich bles@ing attending his 
labours. Various ministers have been 
used of God since then, and at the 
present there are signs of ble@siug in 
the iuoreased unity, prayer, and zecd of 
the Church, and the deep interest and 
aporeciation of the preached Word. 

It was deemed necessary to renove, te 
the interior of the building this spring, 
and with some fear and trembling the 
Church agreed to the undertaking, 1md 
to the substitution of ince,ndeeoent fitt
ings for the old gas burners. The work 
is exceedingly well done, o,ud the ohaste 
beauty resulting well beoomes I\ sanctu
ary of the Holy One. 

'£he friends, especially the Ladies' 
Committee,who had charge of the work, 
wrought with love and diligence, nnd 
sympathy was freely ehown by children 
of God In other Churches, so that after 
clearing all liabilities the treasurer ho,s 
a small balance in ho,nd, o,nd on behalf 
of the Churoh tenders warm thanks to 
gracious helpers. 

The re-opening meetings were held on 
Wednesday the 4th May, when brother 
H. T. Chilvers wo,e the aftomoon 
preacher. Hie message was moet suit
able and seasonable-" Ye shall be 
witnesses unto Me." Hie fidelity to the 
souls of the people and burning utter
ances of the dear Redeemer'• love and 
grace, and bie witness to Hie Person and 
glories have left a lasting bleesiuir, o,n,1 
will surely abide in memory, The Lord 
was with him. 

A good company eat down to tea. 
The evening meeting was well ad• 

dressed by brethren Tooke (Lowestoft), 
Muskett (Yarmouth), and Large (Lowes
toft). Mr. J. H. Lynn oooup1ed the 
obair. 

The present building, eMcted a• a 
Martyrs' Memorial in 1860, is thus fitly 
renewed and re-opened in the prayerful 
hope that its name may be o, true de•• 
cription or the future history of the 
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Chnroh in the literal mee.ning of the 
New Teste.ment word 1nartyr, e.nd in 
fulfilment of brother Chilvers' messe.ge. 
We he.ve (re) entered "into His ge.tes 
with the.nk8giving, e.nd into His courts 
with pre.ise." K. S. D. 

BROMLEY, KEN'T. -The eleventh 
e.nniverse.ry of the opening of this ple.ce 
for the worship of God wa.s celebre.ted 
on Me.y 4th, when e.t 315, after singing 
hymn, 

"Awake my soul in joyfullays, 
A:id sing thy great Redeemer's praise," 

brother E. White pree.ched e.n excellent 
sermon from Luke xviii. 13, " God be 
merciful to me, a sinner," giving us some 
sweet examples of the snitahleness of 
the pre.yer for a.II God's people in e.11 
ages and under all circumstances; also 
he divided the text in the following 
order :-(1) The Person addressed
God ; (2) The ground of the plea-Be 
mercifnl to me; (3) The confession-a. 
sinner. At five o'clock: te& was given, 
and served by the l&dy friends. Ag&in 
e.t 6.15 we assembled together, presided 
over by brother Hollett, of Daoce-p&rk, 
who, e.fter reading Pa&lm xxxiv., c&lled 
upon brother Lockwood to seek the 
Divine blessing The meeting w&e then 
very ably &ddreReed by brethren J. R. 
Debn&m, A. J. Voysey, and E. White. 
Colleotions, £2 17s. 2d. M&y the Lord 
gr.a.nt us a. gr&cione revi v&l in this, the 
midst of our years. So pre.ye-ONE 
WHO WAS THERE, 

WARBOYS.-Thured&y, M&y 12th, 
was a. day to be remembered. The oh&pel 
was filled &t both servicllB when we met 
to pr&ise God for Hie goodness throngh 
a.nether yeu. With close attention the 
preacher was listened to,e.nd many were 
the expressions of blessing received 
throngb the services. Pa.stoi;R. Mutimer 
w&s gre&tly helped in his mioistr&tions, 
pre&ching in the &fternoon from Pee.Im 
:xiii. 11, and in the evening from Jer. 
x::xxi. 12. The collections, which were 
for the cleaning of the pastor's house, 
were good. As our brother rem&rked, 
in referring to this, the cle&nsing of the 
cage seemed to indio&te the coming of 
the bird. M&y there be even better days 
for the Church here.-VIBIT0R, 

CHA TTERIS. - The a.uni vere&ry of 
the Church here was celebr&ted on M&y 
11 th. The Lord h&B blessed the ministry 
of the pe.ator, Mr. H. M. Winch, who is 
held iu high esteem by his people. The 
ohe.pel has been re-seated and a. nee.t 
orge.n built. A good comp&nye.ssembled 
in the e.fternoon of the 11 th, when a. 
sermon, which was much enjoyed, we.a 
preached by pastor Ja.mes E. Flegg, 
of Wandsworth Common. We were 
favoured with the compe.ny of our 
esteemed brethren Northfield (ofMe.roh) 
and Peters (of Wbittleeee.). In the 

evening Mr. Smith (de&con) presided ; 
and addressee were given by brethen 
Hazelton (St. Neots), J, E. Flegg, and 
the pe.stor. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
- The thirtieth anniversary of the 
Sunday-sohool wa11 celebrated on Much 
13th e.nd 17th. On the Sund&y Mr. H. 
Ackland (formerly a scholar in the 
school) pree.ohed. In the morning he 
spoke from J er. xx. 9, e.nd in the evening 
upon Phil. i. 23, In the afternoon a. 
children's service we.a oondncted, when 
onr brother e.ddreseed the sohole.rs on 
"The Hee.rt." On the following Thnre
de.y a.bout 155 sohole.ra, pa.rents, e.nd 
friends ge.thered e.ronnd the tea. te.bles, 
After tee. e. public meeting we.a held, 
pastor R. E. Sears presiding. Theannne.l 
report showed progress, fonr he.ving 
joined the Church from the school: the 
e.verage e.ttenda.nce we.a better, Ad
dressee were ~ivea by the ohe.irman, e.nd 
brethren Spires, Ack:le.nd, and D1mn, 
formerly enperintendente of the school, 
interspersed with the singing of spcoia.l 
hymns, e.nd recite.tions by the children. 
A prize we.a distributed to ea.eh schol&r 
e.ccording to merit, and regule.r attend
ance mede.le to thirteen of the number. 
A few reme.rke from our present enper
intendent, brother H. T. Thieelton, 
brought the meeting to a. oloee. 
Throughout the services the e.ttende.noe 
was very good. Collections amounted 
1to £5 le. We desire toe.cknowledge the.t 
the Lord he.a been mindful of us and 
blessed ue.-SECRETARY. 

SOHO.-The e.nnue.l meeting of the 
District Visitors and Tre.ot Society, 
which we.a held on Wednesde.y, Me.y 
18th, proved in me.ny wo.ye full of en
coure.gement to a.II concerned. The 
ohe.ir we.a oooupied by Mr. W. S. Mill
wood, whose opening reme.rks were both 
spiritual e.nd oheerful, e.nd, e.e it were, 
struok the right key-note to the future 
proceedings. The report, which, in the 
absence of the hon. eeorete.ry, we.a ree.d 
by Mr. Geo. Simp~on, we.s e. brief e.nd 
bright record of muoh hard e.nd honest 
work, lovingly underte.ken e.nd pre.yer
fully oe.rried out; and the e.ddreeses of 
brethren Aolda.nd, W. S. Brown, Muti
mer, and Styles were instructive e.nd 
e.ppoeito. Mr. Guste.vue Cooper e.bly 
presided e.t the he.rmonium. The e.ttend
e.noe was e. decided improvement on pa.et 
yea.re, and e.ll indioe.ted a, spirit of the.nk
fulneee e.nd hope in connection with the 
o;inistry of Mr, T. L. Se.pey, who is 
le.bouring with many tokens of the 
Divine blessing.-J. H. 

WHITECHAPEL ( LITTLE ALIE
STREET ).- Owing to oiroumste.noee 
ooce.eioned by the continued removal 
of our members, e.nd the inorea.eing 
difficulty of meeting our expenses, we 
were relucte.ntly compelled to dispose 
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of the remainder of our lea.Be on the 
chapel. Closing eervioeB were held on 
Thursday, Maroh 10th, preeided over by 
Mr. R. E. Sears (who wae for twelve 
yearB our beloved and honoured pastor), 
who ably conducted the services nuder 
somewhat trying oircumstancee. Suit
able 11,ddreesee were given by brethren 
Hall, Mobbs1 MoKee, and C. W. Sears, 
who epoke oc the happy de.ye that had 
been epent in the past eervioee of love 
and joy that had gladdened the bee.rte 
of many. Our chairman spoke approia
tively of the workers in the CJronse: and 
many old friends who had gathered 
with us joined in the intereeting reool
lectione of de.ye gone by. Our earnest 
desire and prayer is, that fruit may yet 
be borne in other spheres from the seed 
sown often in muoh weakness and with 
muoh weeping.-E. W. A. 

CHELMSFORD. - On Wednesday, 
April 27th, the annual spring meeting 
of the Bible-claeses was held. Over 70 
partook of tea in the school-room, after 
which a public meeting was held in the 
chapel, presided over by onr pastor, the 
leader of both classes. After reading a 
portion of Scripture, Mr. J. W. Cottee 
aeked the Lord"s blessing. Mr. F. 
Whybrow, the secretary of the Sunday 
afternoon class, then read a satisfactory 
report, as did a.lso Mr. F. J. Ha.zelton, 
the secretary of the Tuesday evening 
clalB, and Mr. H. Chaplin (treasurer) pre
sented a good cub state1J1ent. This was 
followed by a profitable address by Mr. 
Cottee oo "God gave the Word, and 
great was tbe company of those who 
publiehed it." Mr. Pizzey spoke of 
"Wisdom." Mr. Chilvers of "Love.'' 
Mr. Geo. Whybrow based his remarks 
on "Remove from me vanity and lies." 
Earnest addreeaea were a.lso given by 
brethren W. H. Smith and D. Monk, and 
thue a very helpful, cheerful meeting 
was brought to n close by thanksgiving 
for eo many mercies.-F. J. H. 

JOSEPH GA.YLEB. 
Our beloved brother was oa.lled home 

on Ja.nuary 22nd, 1904, after 11, long 
illness1 a.t the age of 58 yeare. He was 
oa.lled Dy graoe ea.rly in life, and spent 
ha.ppy days with the people of God 
under the minietry of the la.te James 
Welle, Thomas Stringer, 11,nd Mr. Mead, 
of Nnnhead Green. For the last few 
years he worshipped with us at •· Reho
both," Cla,pha.m. During his illneee it 
wa.e my privilege a.nd happiness to visit 
him from time to time, 11,nd found that 
with him religion was more than 
notion, for he eweetly bore testimony 

to the knowledge he had of his Divine 
Lord and Master, and told out of a fnll 
heart what he felt within. Though at 
timee tempted by the devil, yet the 
Lord mercifnlly eustained him. May 
his dear widow and children be BUB• 
tained, and all have grace given to 
follow him as far as he followed his 
Maeter.-WILLIAM w A.ITE. 

ROWLAND Rous RILL. 
Readere who have assooiatione with 

Suffolk will learn with sorrow of the 
eudden death of the fourth son of the 
late Charles Hill, of Stoke Ash, Suffolk, 
which ocourred on March 6th, 190-l., at 
Waveney House, Cape Town, South 
Afrioa, in the forty-ninth yea.r of hie 
age. The deoeased, who was a member 
of the Congreg-a.tional Church, wa.s a 
quiet a.nd unostentatioue Christian. He 
ha.d long been in indifferent health, but 
the home-oall was unexpected by all. 
He leaves 11, widow a.nd two sons, one of 
whom is 11, Gra.duate of Cambridge 
University, to lament his loss. 

WILLIAM JONES (Dover). 
We as a Churoh at Queen-street, again 

ha.ve been visited by dea,th. Our brother 
Jones passed a.way on March 15th, in his 
86th year. He wa.e a wonderful man in 
many ways, very olever and talented, 
espeoia.lly 11,s 11, musioiu.n, and for over 
fifty years led the singing at old Pent
side Chapel. He fell downstairs, and 
the next evening passed peaoefully 
away. He told the writer tltat his 
Fatlter was oatli11g h:m home>. His 
morta.l remains were interred at St. 
James"s Cemetery on the :!let, our pastor 
(D, Wit ton) offi.oiating; who, on the 
following Sunday, preached 11, funeral 
sermon on the words," Mark the perfeot 
ma.n" (Psalm xxxvii. 37). We oan truly 
say in the words of Job v. 26, "Thou 
aha.It oome to the grave in u. full u.ge, 
like a.s a shook of oorn oometh in his 
sea.son." May the dear Lord bring others 
to 11.ll the greu.t gap in our little Cu.use, 
is the earnest prayer of-R. J. HUGHES, 

JAMES LABDEY 
departed to be with Christ, whioh is 
far better, on Monday, Maroh 7th. Our 
brother was the ohild of godly parents, 
and would often speak with deep feeling 
of hie mother's prayers when he was but 
a wea.kly lad. For 11, oonsiderable time 
these pra.yers were unanswered, a.nd hie 
heart was given over to the pleasures of 
this world. But" the period known to 
God" arrived, a.nd under the ministry 
of Mr. Meares hie need was made known, 
the vanity of worldly pleasure exposed, 
and the preciousness of Christ reveu.led 
to his baa.rt. He was baptized by Mr. 
Meeree, and was subsequently, for short 
periods, connected with the Churohee 
at Pump Pail, Croydon, and Ebenezer, 
Clapham; but on March 7th, 1880, he 
was received into membership at Cour
land-grove, and remained with us 
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exactly twenty-four years. Nearly four 
years later he was called to the 
diaconate, and served the office faith• 
fully and well until hindered by 
disease. He knew much or the meaning 
of the Master's words •· that in thA 
world ye shall have tribulation." 
During the summer of last year he was 
oompelled by increasing pain and weak
ness to consult a specialist, and was 
told there was no cure for the disease, 
and that the pain would increase until 
the end came. For a little he was 
staggered by the news, but again he 
was to prove the sufficiency of Di vine 
grace. For months he lay (though 
sometimes able to get up for a little 
while) in great weakness and pain, yet 
kept by the power of God through 
faith, almost without exception, in 
Ruch peace and quiet confidence in the 
finished work of Christ, that Christian 
friends who vieited him were much en
couraged and strengthened by the 
witness he bore 'mid suffering to the 
power of God's grace. As he drew 
nearer to the river the Sun of Righteous
ness seemed to shine ev .. n more brightly. 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that 
ie within me bless His holy Name," he 
ea.id less than two days before he died. 
"What a meroy that all was done by 
the Lord, and there is nothing to be 
done now," he said on another occa.sion. 
The da.y before he died he asked his 
nurse to read Kent's precious hymn, 

"Indulgent God, how kind 
Are all Thy ways to me I" 

and repeated it through with evident 
comfort. When the end came, and he 
felt the faintness of de$th creeping 
over him, he bade his dear ones good
bye, and gently and peacefully fell 
asleep in Jesus. His body was la.id to 
rest at Norwood on March 12th in the 
presence of the three members of the 
firm he bad served loyally and faith
ful I y for more than fifty years, fel!ow
workmen, and members of the Church 
l\nd congrel!"ation he loved so well. 
His departure has left a sad vacancy in 
the home; the Church at Courland
grove is much the poorer for the loss; 
but the spirits of the just made perfect, 
to which he now is joined, are in the 
presence of the Lamb that was slain, 
and th ou5th "friend after friend 
departs" He remaineth.-H. D. 

MRS. AND MR. OXBORROW, 
The Church at Bethesda, Notting Hill 

Gate, have sustained a great loss in the 
death of our eieter and brother Oxborrow 
(the two oldest members of the Ohurcb, 
both being present at its formation at 
Stormont House in 1866). Our sister 
had not enjoyed good health for some 
time, but until a few da_ys before she 
was taken home a fatal issue was not 
expected. She suffered much pain the 
last few days, which was most patiently 
endured, and to her children and friends 

at her bedside constantly expressed her 
wish to be taken to her heavenly home. 
She passed away on Monday, March 7th, 
at mid-day (12.lo), and was interred 
at Brompton Cemetery on Monday, 
14th. Our brother Ackland oonduoted 
the service at the graveside. On the 
following Sanday evening, March 20th, 
a memorial service was held, Mr. W. E. 
Jones pre11.ching from Psalm xvi. 9, last 
clause. Our brother, Robert O,rborrow, 
received the home ce.ll enddenly on 
Se.turday, April 2nd, retiring to rest the 
night before appe.rently in hie usual 
health, and beinit found dead in bed next 
morning, the cause of same being heart 
failure. He was for many years deacon 
and treasurer, and in these offices was of 
great help and service to the Church. 
All that was mortal we.a committed to 
the j!"rave by pastor Andrews, of Fulham, 
on Thursday, April 7th, in the presence 
of a goodly ge.therin'g of friends from 
our Church and eieter Cburches. A 
memorial service was held on Sunday 
evening, April 10th, when Mr. A. B. 
Hall spoke from Rev. vii.17. 

GEORGE SANDERS. 
Our dear aged brother fell on sleep, 

April 4th, 1904, aged 85 yea.re. Oar 
brother lived in Clapham e.ll hie daye, 
was called· to know the Lord early in 
life, and made e. public profession of His 
Na.me by baptism. He was instrumental 
of getting the Gospel preached in Clap
he.m in his early daya, Our brother was 
amongst those who formed the Church 
when "Rehoboth," Bedford-road, was 
opened as a Strict Be.ptiet Church over 
forty-seven years ago and outlived 
them all. During that long period oar 
brother served the Church well, and for 
many years was the senior deacon of the 
Church. During all ite ups and downs 
our brother was firm and staunch in the 
truth, and would not turn either to the 
right or left, but kept straight on. He 
need and employed those gifts which 
God had given him, and used the beet of 
hie judgment for the good and welfare 
of the Church with which he wae con
nected. We can say he served it well, 
and it laid very near hie heart. Oar 
brother wae the eubjeot of many doubts 
and fears in his long pilgrimage, but 
there were times when he got beyond 
them all. and felt he was upon tbe Rock. 
He loved the house of God, and when 
possible he was brought there, which 
was always a joy to him. At even
time it wae light with him : he died in 
peace, resting alone on the blood and 
righteousness of hie Lord and Master. 
Ma;v the dear Lord still eur,port hia 
aflhcted daughter, and bless his only 
son, and may he too follow the Master. 
After a service in the chapel on April 
7th, his mortal remains were laid to 
rest in Norwood Cemetery. A funeral 
service was conducted on the 10th by 
the pastor.-WILLIAM WAITE. 



"COMPEL THEM TO COME • IN ; " OR, THE 
LOST MINISTRY. 

BY "A BROTHER AND COMPANION IN TRIBULATION." 
"Compel (constrain, or urge) them to oome in.''-Luke xiv, 23. 

POPULAR MISAPPLIOATIONB. 

THIS verse has been advanced by Papists, by Anglican Chnrchmen, 
and by the Puritans of New England, to sanction the employment 

of force, penalties and pains, to induce ProtestR.Dts to join the Chnrch 
of Rome, Dissenters to connect themselves with the national Estab
lishment, and Quakers and Baptists to abandon their conscientious 
convictions. That any could thus grossly literalise the passage and cite 
it in defence of actions which disgraced humanity, would be incredible 
were it not indisputably true. Its absurdity is evident. " Servants 
sent to invite men to feasts," says Pool, "do not drag them by head and 
shoulders; or drive them by whips and cudgels." Thus, "external 
compulsion" in matters of religion" hath certainly here no foundation."• 

Our passage has also been used by mmisters who think that preaching 
the Gospel consist3 in bidding natural men to accept Christ as a condi
tion of salvation. Thus in a sermon from this text, C. H. Spurgeon 
addresses "strangers to 'the truth as it is in Jesus'"-" unconverted, 
unreconciled, unregenerate men "-as contrasted with "the children of 
God who have believed "-and" endeavours to compel them to come to 
Christ,'' by stating the facts of the cass-by commanding his hearers to 
repent and believe-by exhorting and by entreating them so to do-by 
1oarning them of the Day of J udgment-by threatening them of the conse
quences of refusing-and by promising to weep and pray for them.
NEW PARK STREET PULPIT. No. 227.t We seek not now to refute 
this teaching. "They th~t are e)i>iritual judge all things," and to their 
verdict appeal is made whether this is not a most erroneous exposition of 
the words before us. 

Others, like the first, literalise our text, but make the "house" in 
question an actual Church, Chapel, Tabernacle, or MiBSion Hall ; and 
employ it to induce " earnest workers" to try to get more to attend 
their own place of worship. Notice-boards, "posters," tracts, and 
localisl!d magazines, though good, are insufficient. Outsiders must be 
"compelled to come in" and fill the half-empty sanctuary. 

Such efforts are, doubtleBB, good. Services which help us, we may 

• See the note on thie text In the Holy Ca.tholio Bible, pa.tronisod by 
.the Roma.n Ca.tholio Prelates a.nd Clergy of Ireland, and publlehod In Cork, 
in 1818. 

t It muet be remembered that e.e e. Theological System, Spurgeoniem le un
ohe.nging and unoha.nged. The great pree.oher never reoa.lled or modified one 
printed doctrinal statement. Hie sermons from the first are still on sale, and 
may fairly be cited as a.hove, ae expressing his mature belief. 

VoL. LX. JoLY, 1904. o 
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hope will be useful to others. The Lord still often blesses those "that 
are in the way" (Gen. xxiv. 27) ; but thus to use this particular 
Scripture is to pervert God's Word. 

These misapplications, therefore, mak~ it important to ascertain and 
enforce the true meaning. • 

THE PARABLE OF. THE. GREAT SUPPER 

is not to be confounded with that of " the Marriage of the King's Son " 
(Matt. xxii. 2-14), v.hich was delivered at a later time, in anothar 
place, to a different audience, and which, though somewhat similar 
inculcates another phase of truth."' ' 

This refers, especially to the presentation of the Gospel to various 
classes of men, as men,, rather than to the unique mission of Christ to 
the Jewish nation as the" Minister of the circumcision" (Rom. xv. 8). 
which is so prominent in the later one. He came as the Messiah to 
Israel, and was rejected ; none the less did He come to save sinners, 
and this aspect of His mission is prominent in the parable of "the 
Great Supper." 

The "many" who were first bidden, point to such Jewe as were 
prepared, by the Old Testament prophecies and the ministry of the 
Baptist, for the advent of Emmanuel and the gracious tidings which 
He delivered. These the majority of the people put from them ; being 
persuaded that a message which addressed men as degraded and doomed 
transgressors, for whom there was no hope save in sovereign mercy, did 
not in the least concern them. 

"The poor, the maimed, the halt and the blind," who, though to be 
commiserated, inhabited dwellings within the walls of the city, and thus 
were not homeless vagrants, stand for conscious sinner;i among the J ewe 
during our Lord's ministry on earth, and a short time after His 
ascension. Publicans and sinners, harlots and robbers, many of these, 
indeed, were ; but they were dispensationally nearer to God than 
Samaritans and Gentiles. To them the rich provisions of Divine grace 
were proclaimed by the Saviour Himself and His servants, and lost men 
and women were thus induced to receive and glorify God's free bounty. 

The murder of Stephen brought all special evangelical efforts in 
relation to the .Jew8 to a termination. His" apology "-as some Bibles 
style it-was the Spirit's last testimony to thPm as a nation. The door 
of hope to them as such was henceforth closed (Acts vii.). This, 
however, was made the occasion of the disclosure of a more extended 
purpose of Divine mercy. Philip was sent to Samaria ; and subse
quently to the Ethiopian eunuch (Chap. viii.). The "apoetle of the 
Gentiles" was called (Chap. ix.). Peter went to Cornelius at Cmsarea 
{Chap. x ). The saints, driven from Jerusalem, oarried the Gospel to 
Antioch in Syria, urging it both on Jews and Gentiles (Chap. xi. 19-21). 
Thuq the larger ministry was inaugurated. 

To this our verse refers. "Go out," beyond the city walls, " in 
search of homeless tramps, squatting in the hedges or fences that bound 
the highways. These nrge to come and partake of the provisions of 
My house." 

• This claims attention as important truth is involved. Bee Trench (On 
the Pare.hies) on" The Great Supper," and our own" Guide to Church Fellow
ship," pe.ge G3, in which the opinions of many writers of repute e.re epitomised 
-EDITOR'S NOTE. 
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The meaning is ple.in. Christ's servants wete no longer to res~rict 
their evangelical efforts to the favoured nation, but to " preich the 
Gospel to every creature." This many "\YODld hear with unconcern. 
To elect e.nd redeemed sinners, it would, however, "come" as to the 
'.Dhessalonian saints, "not in word only, but also in power, and in the 
Holy Gh"Jst, and in much assure.ace" (1 Tbess. i. 5). These were to 

be the objects of solicitous evangelical elfort<:i. To disco'l"er and direct, 
to counsel and comfort these, is tne ministry which, ia a figurative way, 
is here enjoined. The Characters, their Coming, and the Commission, 
therefore, claim atteatirm. 

1.-l'HE CHARACTERS. 

No class of men, considered nature.Uy, socie.lly, or morally, a.re here 
meant. The poor, the friendless, the fallen, the degraded, or the u nfor
tunate of human-kind, as such, are not intended. The teaching of the 
parable is wholly spiritual. The viands of the supper stand for the 
provisions of God's saving love in Christ. The invitations are to 
spiritual participation in these. The ministry of the servant represents 
the preaching of the Troth. The individuals of the narrative are 
~inners in different conditions of heart toward God and the Gospel ; 
and the homeless outcasts of the way-side hedges are chosen, and 
redeemed sinners who have been quickened a.nd awakened by Divine 
mercy t,o a just, if imperfect, reali~ation of their spiritual need. 

This, the facts expressed or implied in the story, bring inte» bold 
relief. The time was night. The city gate was closed. None could 
enter save through the smaller postern, or wicket door, the " needle's 
eye" of Matt. xix. 24, which was kept on the latch for wayfaring men, 
but zealously guarded against intruders.• Travellers on the high-road, 
pursuing their journey, ar~ not conlemplated, but homeless and de~titute 
persons, who ha.d no destination in view ; no friends to welcome them, 
and no money for the purchase of food. 

The analogy between sensible or conscious· sinners and these is 
almost perfect. The light of nature's day ho.s faded from them. They 
are disillusioned as to their creature merit and ability. A sense of doom 
and defilement isolates and makes outcast:4 of them. They are tit home 
neither with saints nor sinners. Beggared and weary ; friendless, foot
sore, foodless and faint ; cursed by the Law and unrelieved by the 
Gospel-they feel unable to take a sflep, yet know that they must perish 
where they are. These, and no others, are here intended. To them 
only this commission refers. "De;ipairing of favour, dark, helpless, 
forlorn," these are to be "compelled," "constrained," or " urged" (let 
the learned determine which), "to come in." 

II.-THE COMING INTENm:n. 

Local motion is not contemplated. True that certain places are 
favourable to thought and prayer, but " the Lord is nigh unto all them 

• John Gadsby, in hie "Wanderings," Vol. I., page 531, disputes the 
popular exposition of the oamel and needle's eye n.bove referrod to. Miss 
Finkelstein, however, assured us in 1886, that the smaller door to the city gate 
id currently styled " the needle's eye," and the.t it is e. common occurrence for 
the ea.me! of e. la.te tre.veller to be driven on its he.unohes through it, though ll 
me.tter of gree.t difficulty to the poor bee.st, which he.d to be urged to cre.wl 
through, with shouts e.nd blows.-EDITOB's NOTE. 
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that call upon Him" (Psa. cxlv. 18). Nor are a series of actions, a 
protracted process, a prolonged effort to abandon sin and effect self
amendment here designed. Scripture explains Scripture, and the
Master's words in John vii. 87, make it clear that such "coming" 
means a changed attitude of soul, the trustful turning of a sin-burdened 
transgressor to Christ for relief and rest. "If any man thirst, let him 
come unto Me and drink," " this spake He of the Spirit, which they that 
believe in Him should receive." Coming to Jesus and trusting in Him 
are therefore identical. It is helpful to note th.at the word rendered 
" Come " in Matt. xi. 28, directs rather than enjoins action, the emphasis 
falling on the gracious speaker Himself, " Hither to ME, all ye tho.t 
labour and are heavy laden." So the coming to the supper here is not 
a toilsome journey or wearisome quest, but the" looking," the" calling," 
or the "appealing " of a sin-burdened and soul-famished man to the 
pitiful Saviour. 

Hrn the Gospel presents as a living Person, "in whom are bid an 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge," in whom all the essentials of 
salvation are comprised and comprehended, and in whom all that God's 
glory requires, and all that " poor and wretched " sinners need, is to be 
found. To Him, therefore, the provisions of the Great Supper point, 
and quitting the lonely hedge-rows, and responding to the servant's 
urgent invitation figuratively represent the action of faith when appeal
ing to Him through the grace of the Spirit for relief from the heart's 
dire eistress. 

The coming to be urged on these outcasts does not, it were almost 
needless to say, stand for persuading sinners to '' close with Christ," an 
expression which is as unscriptural as it is foreign to all true Christian 
experience. To a quickened and awakened sinner, the question is not 
whether they shall believe, but whether the Lord will allow them to do 
so; not whether they shall accept the Saviour, but whether He win 
receive or reject them. 

Watts's well-known verse," Why was I made to hear His voice," is 
both unphilosophical and oontrary to God's ways in grace. Salvation is 
never offered to the reprobate, nor is it in their power to make " the 
wretched choice" of starving rather than coming. Grace makes the 
elect willing in God's time of love. The rest are left as accountable 
sinners under the law of works, and will be judged and condemned for 
their sins. 

Nor again are ministers here enjoined to seek to constrain persons 
to unite themselves to God's people, by the" good confession" of baptism. 
It were doubtless well if encouragement of this character were more 
freely accorded to Christ's living" little ones," but the provisions of the
"Great Sapper" cannot be rightly toned down to mean the o.dvantages 
and joys of Church fellowship. The blessings of a full salvation are 
surely intended, and the coming is the approach of a personal sinner to 
the personal Saviour for what His work ensures, and His words proclaim. 

III.-THE COMMISSION. 

Preachers and religious speakers to whom the Bible is "a nose of 
wax " to be accommodated to every favourite notion, have applied the 
text to home visitation, and made" the highways and hedges" represent 
the squalid residences of the degraded poor. 

That the members of our Churches ought to seek to benefit such 
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needs no pro:>f. To endeavour to do good to all men is an instinct of 
the life of gracei Chapel folks should seek oat those that never come 
to their place 0f wordhip, and by kindly words and generous actions 
exemplify in a practical manner the genius of the Gospel of C brist Jesus. 

The words before us, however, do not enjoin this form of holy 
activity. They refer exclusively to one branch of spiritual and 
e-vangelicil service, and it is positively wicked to make another use of 
them. They enjoin special effort on behalf of conscious sinners, and 
point to the ministry which God will own and make helpful to them. 

"Compel them to come in." This impo3ed earnestness on "the 
servant," as, spiritually considered, it commands the preacher of the 
Gospel to deliver Christ's message to true inquirers with emphasis and 
tenderness. Their case claims all our poweril of pathos and persuasion. 
J.esus "st;ood and cried " when directing those that were famished with 
soul thirst to come to Him and drink (John vii. 37), and all that now 
appeal to snch in His name should in measure manifest the Master's 
own spirit. 

Diffidence and reluctancce on the part of the outcasts are implied. 
This, as those that are employed in seeking- to relieve and rescue the 
homeles"! in our great cities inform us is true to nature. Such are often 
so exhausted in body, bewildered in mind, and despondent in spirit, that 
it is hard to convince them that any will befriend them. How difficult, 
too, is it to reach really "anxious souls." They shrink within them
selves. They put comfort from them. They long to speak, but remain 
silent. Their ignorance of the sovereignty and freeness of Divine grace, 
even thongh they have heard truthful preachers, keeps them stumbling 
in the darkness. Their faith, though genuine, is feeble, and W! yet has 
no apprehending power. The enormity of sin fills them with dread and 
holds them back. 11 Conscience makes them linger." The devil lays 
texts on their minds in a w1·ong sense, and they hurry when they should 
tarry, and remain passive when they have a Divine warrant to go for
ward. At times, they are eager; at others, apathetic. They seem to 
themselves bundles of contradiction: living lumps of inconsistency. 
•· Neither sun nor stars in many days" have II app~ared." One fa.et 
only is clear, that they must be lost if God does not save them. 

; Who can help such ? Not the legal preacher with his poetical 
platitude"! about the beauty, and II sweet rea'3onableness" of moral 
duties. Not the flatterer, deluding men of the twentieth century wi~h 
the lie that edacition and culture have so improved so~icty that, in om· 
day, faith is but the ascent of an easy gradient from the purity of the 
sweet home-life of m'ldern England to the religion which qualifies for 
heaven. Not the "yea-and-nay preacher," who glories in contradicting 
himself, and in the same serm'ln asserts that salvation is all of gm~c, 
and yet is contin~ent on the assent of t~e sinner's will. Not the mere 
lel,ter Oalvini,t, who is peraonally i~norant of t1e secret of the L'.Jrd 
(Paa. xxv. 14.), who" know.,th not how to go to the city," for he has 
not been there himself (Eccles. x. 15), and cannot, therefore, direct; 
sinners who a~k for guidan~e in their soul distre,s. 

To win souls, preach~rs mast be wi"!e (Prov. xi. 30). A true 
·•interpreter" of God's mysteries of grace and righteJusness is " oo.e of 
a thou,and" (Job xxtiii. 23). To such the "servant" _of this p;1r~ble 
point.s, and the way in which he must hwe executed his comm1ss1on, 
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suggests the ministry by which a" true witneEs delivereth souls" (Prov. 
xiv. 25). He would spare no pains to find these outcasts, would 
expatiate on the provisions awaiting those that came, and dwell on the
generosity of his Lord, reiterate and emphasise the invitation he was 
oidden to bring, anticipate and answer every objection, and enforce the 
fact that penury, friendlessness, lack of becoming attire, and everything 
that might render them undsr ordinary circuirnsfances undesirable guests,. 
was in this case exactly what would ensure the freest and frankest 
welcome. By such considerations he would urge them to leave their 
uncongenial and wretched haunts, and come in to the halls of light 
and festivity. 

Thus, too, God-sent preachers in a parallel manner, address the 
characters portrayed in the Gospel, dwell on the provisions of grace,. 
the tender heart of the Saviour, and the freeness and nnconditionality 
of the invitations of the Bible to those who feel the bitterness and 
burden of sin. 

Such testimony is now rarely given. Read the discourses reported 
in modern religious periodicals. Examine a volume of present-day 
sermons. Many are indeed original and eloquent, and pulse with a sort 
of earnestness, but of direct address to awakened sinners es distinguished 
from others, who are sunk in lethargic unconcern, there is none. They 
would be admirable, were not heaven or hell the certain future of us all,. 
but this being the case wicked men are suffered to rush to their doom 
unwarned, and those " that labour and are heavy laden " are wholly 
overlooked. "The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed." 

Nor is our own section of the Church free from blame. In days 
gone by, broken-hearted sinners received special attention in onr chapels. 
Many ascribed the dawn of a good hope in their hearts to the messages 
of William Gadsby, J. Kershaw, J. Warburton, James Wells, J. C. 
Philpot, and John Hazelton. These indeed were ministers, not of "the 
letter which killeth," but of the spirit which instrumentally giveth the 
aSBurance of life. They knew by experience what the operations of the 
Holy Ghost in the hearts of God"s dear elect really ere, and faithfully 
portrayed them to others. Mistakes and failures had convinced them 
of the uselessneBB of natural religion, and they ploughed deep, and up
rooted the vile weeds of creature pretemion and profession. They tru)y 
eet forth in simple language the feeblest evidence of a work of grace m 
blood-bought hearts,• but . . . 

There is pressing need for a revival of such ministry to-day. Who 
will inaugurate it, and go in search of law-wrecked, devil-hunted, 
conscience-tormented, hell-dreading sinners, point such to Christ, and' 

"COMPEL THEM TO COME IN." 

"SO?,fE assert that both Arminianism and Calvinism are in the 
Bible : but they must have extraordinary intellects if they can discover 
them. If a man finds Arminie.nism there, I am certain that he cannot 
find Calvinism, for he hes not brains enough : and if he can find both, 
I query whether he has any brains at e.11."-Spurgeon, 1858. 

• Some sentences here are editorially struck out. We can publish no indis
criminate cemure upon the Eermons of our brother ministers.-EDITOR's NOTE. 
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THE CHIEF GRACE. 
BY EDWARD MITCHELT,, LONDON. 

" Follow e.fter love" (1 Cor. xiv. 1). "The gree.test of these is love" (1 Cor. 
xili. 13, R.V.). 

IT is not a little surprising that this grandest description of the chief 
of all the graces came not from the pen of John, the apostle of love, 

but from the heart and pen of Paul, the great champion of faith. It 
he.s been well said to be " A striking illustration of the completeness of 
Paul's character. The clear, vigorous intellect and the masculine ener!?y 
of the great apostle are united to a heart full of tenderness. We can 
almost feel its pulsations, we can almost hear its mighty throbbings, in 
every line of this poem." . 

It is well always to consider the connection of every passage of 
Scripture. In the passage before us the connection somewhat increases 
our surprise. The whole chapter is a grand and beautiful hymn on love, 
but it occurs in the middle of a piece of protracted argument almost of 
a controversial kind. So remarkable is this, that, in order to account 
for it, some have supposed that the apostle experienced a special influx 
of the Holy Spirit's inspiration at the time when he penned it. Thus 
Canon Teignmouth Shore writes, in Ellicott's Commentary:-" That 
this paseage should be found in the middle of a protracted argument 
suggests the idea that we have here the result of a sudden and direct 
inspiration. The apostle had always been conscious of a mighty power 
working in him, bringing him into captivity to Christ. There suddenly 
flashes upon him the realization of what that power is, and be cannot 
but at once give utterance, in language of surpassing loftiness and 
glowing with emotion, t:> the new and profound conviction which bus 
set his whole soul aflame." Without questioning that there may have 
been times when the apostle was specially filled with the Divine ufflatns, 
bearing his spirit and thought to unwanted heights, und admitting the 
time of his writing this passage to have been one of theRe occasions, we 
cannot bnt demur to the idea that Paul bad suddenly discovered what 
that power w1111 which had been for so many years working mightily 
within him. We believe that he had been perfectly aware that it wus 
"the love of Christ that constrained him," and that the Divine beauty 
of love had been a subject of constant contemplation to his mind, and 
the ardent endeavour of his soul had been to attain a greater resemblance 
to Him who is its perfect pattern, from the commencement of his 
Christian career. That a clearer view of the super-exctllency and 
superlative beauty of love may have been granted him at this time, 
together with the power to describe it in fitting words, we r,re prepared 
to admit, and even disposed to believe. Further than this we cnnnot go. 

A close examination of the connection will, we think, show t.hnt this 
sublime poem in its teaching beers immediately upon the subject the 
apostle was discussing, and, perhaps, wns more effectual even than the 
process of reasoning he we.s employing. Indeed, it appears to us, that the 
seeming interpolation is the most powerful argument be employed to 
produce in the Corinthians, to whom he was writing, the spirit the 
whole argument enforces. The Corinthian believers were ll gifted 
people. In addition to natural talents, which many of them possessed, 
they had received a large m~esure of tho~e spiritual gifts, bestowed so 
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lavishly on the early Church. Not a few of them were setting a higher 
value on these gifts than upon grace, and they prided themselves upov 
the possession of them, and especially esteemed those that were mos·• 
showy, but least profitable, such ru1 the speaking in "unknown tongues." 
To correct these wrong notions, and to suppre,s the pride that was 
working among them, appears to have been the aim of the apostle. 
Having shown them the right use of the gifts they had received, 
together with their relative importance, he leads them on to see the 
superiority of grace above all gifts whatsoever. This wonderful de
scription of love was adapted to heal the disorders that so largely 
prevailed, and restore peace and unity to the Corinthian Church, as no 
other argument could be. Let believers gaze into this mirror, and 
ponder this description of love, and~it will beget true humility, and fire 
their souls with holy desires after the grace that is so gloriously 
e1hibited. Pride, emulations, and strife cannot live in the atmosphere 
of love; it is too re.rifled for their existence ; they gasp and die. 

Concerning the word t,he upostle employs (agapee) rendered 
"charity" in the A..V., and "love," in the R.V., Bullinger says :-" A 
word not found in Greek writers .... appuently coined by the 
translators of the Septuagint, or the Greek version of the Old Testa
ment.'' The polished Greeks knew no such thing as Paul describes; 
and ignorant of the Lhing had naturally no name for it. Their highest 
ideal fell immeasurably short of Christian love. The Vulgate, the 
Latin translation of the Scriptures, renders age.pee by "caritas." This 
being the only version known to W ycliffe, he adopted the word "charity." 
Tynde.le, Cranmer, and the Genevan version, all give "love," as the 
translation of age.pee. The Authorised Version of 1611, however, went 
back to "charity," without the excuse for so doing that Wycliffe had. 
The Revised Version, 1881, has given us" love," which is acknowledged 
on all hands to be the true rendering. 

In the most emphatic way the passage teaches that love is essential 
to true Christianity. Without love everything that we may do, how
ever excellent it may be in itself, or however beneficial to our fellow
creatures, is just nothing in the sight of God. It does not suffice to do 
that which is formally right; oar acts must arise from right principles 
to fiad acceptance with God, and the only right motive in His sight is 
love. In pressing this important truth upon our attention, extreme 
cases are employed. The most shining gifts are mentioned :-" Though 
I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I am 
become sounding brass, or a clanging cymbal.'' Sounding brass 
probably means a plate of metal which gives forth a sound when Rtruck, 
and the clanging of a cymbal is by no means a musical sound by itself. 
Such is the estimate of God concerning the most eloquent men if love 
be lacking. Yea, even though the man preach s pure Gospel, if love 
impel not his speech, he is in God's sight but as a piece of metal 
resounding to a blow. The enumeration goes on :-" And though I 
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all know
ledge ; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not love, I am nothing." In my own eyes, in the e_ves of 
my fellow-creatures, in the eyes even of true Christians, I m"y appear, 
because of my gifts, as some great one; but in His eyes, whose judg
ment ie according to truth, and by which I must abide, I am just 
NOTHillfG, 
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There is more to follow :-" And thoogh I bestow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
love, it profiteth me nothing.'' Here the extreme of what is .,,enerally 
called charity, the giving of one's possessions, even to the ;xtent of 
impoverishing one's self ; and a heroic standing up for the truth, even 
to suffering martyrdom in its most painful form, are mentioned, and it 
is solemnly averred that though all this be done by me, and "love" be 
wanting, it will profit me nothing. The most shining gifts, the largest 
generosity, the most heroic conduct, if love be absent, are as so many 
ciphers, so many noughts, but where love exists, where love prompts, it 
is like placing a figure on the left hand of the row of ciphers which 
makes each one to be of value. 

How important a part love plays in the true Christian life ! It is 
not necessary for us to suppose that all these things enumerated have 
ever existed in any one man who W!IB at the same time destitute of love. 
The possibility of the existence of any or all of them apart from 
love is sufficient for the argument. The case is stated in this extreme 
form to give force to Lhe language, and show the folly of estimating 
gifts above grace, so that each may search his own heart to see if love 
dwells there ; love being essential to prove us to be true Christians. 

The apostle proceeds to describe love in its properties and manifesta
tions. The picture is truly wonderful, and commands our approbation 
and admiration. It is love in it!! aspect me.awards that is described, 
but its epring is love to God. He that loves Christ supremely can 
never fail to love his fellow-believer. And it is by love to men that we 
demonstrate our love to God, "For he that loveth not his brother whom 
he hatb seen, how can be love God whom he hath not seen ? '' Love is 
not merely a warm emotion, but a living, active, energetic principle. 
" Love is strong as death. . . . many waters cannot quench love, neither 
can the floods drown it." Love is but another name for Christ-likeness. 
Our Lord Himself is the one perfect pattern of love. It is His lovely 
image that smiles upon us throogh this glowing description of the 
apostle's. We are" predestinated to be conformed to His image." Our 
great hope is that one day "we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is." The great aim of our lives should be to obtain au increasing 
measure of His likeness. The means of this, under the Spirit's trans
forming grace, is contemplating our Lord in the Gospel glass. "We 
all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even os by the Spirit 
of the Lord." As the sun's image is reflected in countless drops of dew, 
so Christ is reflect!!d in the hearts of His people upon whom He deigns 
to shine. Paul lived in close communion with bis beloved Lord, and 
thus caught and reflected His ima~e, thoogh even he had not attained 
it to perfection. May iL be ours lil our measure to follow where He 
leads. 

A great part of this description of love is couched in negatives. 
"Love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, 
tbinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity." Every limb of this 
description smites an evil that was more or less prevalent among thesG 
Corintbian believers. An envious party spirit existed in their midst; 
they vaunted their gifts, and were puffed up for one above another. 

F 
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They were very unseemly in much of their behaviour, selfish, quarrel
some, did not reject evil, but had condoned flagrant immorality. The 
apostle was not beating the air, but speaking to the condition of those 
to whom he was writing. The ugly, unchristian things that prevailed 
are as it were placed in a pillory, and their antagonism to true 
Christian principle exhibited. 

In its positive aspect, " love suffereth long, and is kind ; it rejoiceth 
in the truth ; beareth all things, believeth all things, endureth all 
things." What a contrast to the spirit the Corinthians were displaying! 
The apostle holds up this lovely picture before them that they might 
discover their own shortcomings, and be turned to seek that which is 
pleasing in God's sight. But this teachip.g applies to us as much as to 
those to whJm it was first written. It may, and probably will, give us 
occasion to humble ourselves before God, and it certainly presents us 
with an ideal we should strive to realise. Helpful and profitable as are 
the gifts which God bestows upon His Church, love is far more profit
able. Where love prevails strife, dissension, envy, faction, emulation, 
ambition and quarrelling all cease. Where love reigns, believers strive 
for the welfare of their fellow-believers, and harmony, unity, peace and 
joy abound. " Happy is that people thflt is in such a case I" 

The highest encomium is passed upon love. "Now abideth faith, 
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love." "Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all." ·Love 
excels in beauty, and its usefulness equals its beauty. Faith and hope 
are not decried, as graces they are essential, but the palm is awarded 
to love. These three divine sisters dwell together in perfect harmony, 
but love is loftiest in stature, most comely in form, fair in every 
feature, and excellent in its doings. Love is eternal. Faith and hope 
have their sphere in this world, at least, principally so, but love will 
have its choicest expression in the world to come. Love assimillltes the 
soul to God, for " God is love," and "every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God." God neither believes, nor hopes, for He 
knoweth all things, and realises all things, but God loves, and love is 
His image formed in His children by His Spirit. We have it now but 
in its beginnings ; it is capable of great increase even here, but will only 
be perfected hereafter in the glory world. 

"Then all our powers will be praise, And a.II our pa.ssions love." 

GOD OUR SHIELD. 
BY w. ROWTON-PARKER. 

" But Thou, O Lord, art e, shield for me."-Psa.lm iii. 3. 

THE acknowledged charm of music is intensified by the circumstances 
under which it falls on a listener's ear. The song of the thrush 

poured forth amid the brightness of spring is sweet, but it fails to arrest 
the mind and touch the heart like the robin's cheerful warble from some 
leafless tree in the depth of winter. Never are village bells so fascinating 
as when heard in the pauees of a storm. It is charming to hear acrnss 
the valley, from some distant sanctuary, a well-trained chofr singing, 
"All things praise Thee, 0 Lord, Most High ; " but delight is lost io 
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wonder when from some poor and dreary cottacre we hear as the writer 
once heard, Adelaine Anne Proctor's long-loved strain :----.! 

" My God, I the.nk Thee, who he.et me.de 
The ee.rth so bright; 

So full of splendour e.nd of joy, 
Bee.uty e.nd light :-

So ms.ny glorious things a.re here 
Noble s.nd right I" 

It was " at midnight " when Paul and Siles prayed and " sang 
praises unto -God, and the prisoner3 heard them." We have also, in this 
p3alm, a singer not dwelling in luxurious ease, or in the inspiring warmth 
-0f a glorious summer ; but one with whom it is winter-time and night; 
and yet out of the winter and the night of his distress and sorrow, there 
rises this jubilant strain or triumph. 

If we look at the outside circumstances of his life, we find him in 
great sorrow. " How are they increased," says he, "that trouble me I " 
His external comfort W!l8 disturbed. " Many are they that rise up 
ag1inst me." His legitimate progress wa'I sorely checked. "Many 
there be that siy of my soul, There is no help for him in God." Thus his 
devo-.ion and his piety were questioned, and hie fellowship with his 
covenant Lord denied. Now, put all these things together, and have 
we not a portray11l of the lot of many a tried soul to-day ? 

Look well at this picture, ye weary and trie:l ones. See ! here is a 
man surrounded by multiplied annoyances, encountering barrier3 every
where reared to prevent him from grasping his legitimate rights, his 
piety denonnced as a sham, and his spiritnal companionship proclaimed 
a hollow pretence ! He is denied needed physical oomfort, or a taste of 
moral saccess, or even the luxury of human friendship. Man utterly 
fails him ! What, then, c ,n he do ? Do I Well, he rests entirely 
upon his God, and in God he finds no failure, but transcendent comfort 
and assured peace. In bis God be ha'I richest blessing and nndimned 
glory. In his God be finds much more than human regard, for he has 
Divine approval and everlasting lovt'. 

" 'l'hou, 0 Lord, art a Shield for me." This is a very be11utifnl 
figure, and one that may well comfort every tried saint of God, even 
though he be in sorest straits. The figure suggests the almighty, all
sufficient protection which comes from our covenant Lord. The Lord 
is, and ever will be, to every one of His tried so.ints, a Shield against 
every foe, whether open or secret. He will not permit any externo.1 
circumstances to mjure their spirit, or to spoil the true interests of their 
souls. Hostile surroundings may be many and sore, yet they shall not 
be allowed to hinder, but shall be made to contribute to spiritual growth. 

The gardener who has some choice and tender plants in his frame 
<:arefully covers them up as winter approaches: he thus shields the 
tender shoots, that they may grow in spite of all unfriendly surroundings. 
And so, 0 child of God, only far more really, the Lender ijhoots of grace 
~nd love in thee are shielded and preserved by omnipotent power and 
eternal wisdom. In all oar lives-even the most holy amongst us
there comes, ever and anon, a winter of failure and trial, o.nd, sometimes, 
of persecution and malice, of contempt and scorn, alike from the world, 
the flesh, and the devil ; but the dear Lord ever defend8 His own from 
all real harm, and will to the end, for not only is His power infinite, but 
His love is unchangeable. 
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Thus He stsyeth His rough wind in the day of the east wind; gives 
songs in the night ; helps us to glorify Him in the fires-and enables us 
still to exclaim :-

" I hear a sweet voice ringing clear, 
• All is well !-All is well!•" 

THE DUTY OF A MEMBER TO HIS OWN CHURCH. 
BY PASTOR EBENEZER MARSH. 

(C()fl,cluded from page 177.) 

PERSONAL DUTIES ONE TO ANOTHER. 

"BEAR ye one another's burdenP, and so fulfil the law of Christ." A 
personal cross may become all the lighter as we share that of 

another. " Consider thyself lest thou also be tempted " is the spirit the 
Word enjoins "one to another." Sin is never to be suffered in the Church 
of God, but the sinning member is to be dealt with "as a brother." 
What was the spirit of that model prayer Christ taught His disciples ? 
Does not a recognition of its teaching demand IU! a duty from all 
instracted by it that we say not " Our Father," and leave out the law of 
forgiveness, viz., "even as we forgive others" ? Oh, how free, how 
full, how tender is His forgiving love. You have heard it said, "There 
is an ugly kind of forgivene8s in this world, a kind of hedgehog forgive
ness shot out like quills. Men take one who has offended, and set him 
down before the blow-pipes of their indignation and scorch him, and 
when they have kneaded him with their fiery fists, then-they forgive 
him." But the Spirit of Christ in the members of His body says 
rather:-

" Let me reach into my bosom 
For the key to other's lives, 

And with love toward erring nature 
Cherish good the.t still survives ; 

So the.t when my dierobed spirit 
Soo.re to realms of light age.in, 

I may say,• Dear Father, judge me, 
As I judged my fellow-men.' " 

Fnrther, personal duty one to another does not leave the visitation 
of the si£7c to the officers of the Church or members of the Sick Visiting 
Society. Let each covet the delightful duty of this service who would 
at last hear Him say, "I was sick and ye visited Me." 

Pecuniary help to those in need is a duty in those who can supply 
it. The forbidding to shut the bowels of compassion is not a direction 
"concerning the collection," but a law to enforce the duty of practical 
love one to another. 

Christian sympathy, that extended hand of Christ in His membersr 
is a sacred duty love obliges to perform. "Weep with those who weep, 
and rejoice with those who do rejoice." Coldness cannot live where 
this is lively. 

Forbearance one with another, with the standard of Christ's 
forgiving love, is the injunction of the Word 1H the duty of its 
members, while the topstone of charity, or love, as the "bond of 
perfectness," is declared as the members' likeness to their living Head, 
and the subject's duty to the reigning Lord ; while peace also, " to the 
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which ye are called in one body," is enjoined as a dnt,y to rul~ 
each heart. 

United prayer, one with and for each other, is the appeal of heart to 
heart; and the command, " Pray for the peace of J ernsalem," binds to a 
dnty one for another. 

THE APPOINTED SERVICES FOR PUBLIC WORSHil'. 

It is written, " Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together." 
Surely, beloved, a recognition of duty here most lead to a different state 
-0f things than that which exists in Zion to-day. Absence from the 
conrti. of the Lord, when no effort to be there is made, is a neglect of 
duty in the service of God. What pain doea the sight of some empty 
s,eat.a give to the pastor in his work, and fellow-members in their fellow
ship. How small a matter is made an excuse for absence from His, 
house, not considering the reproach it brings on the cause of the . Lord 
by those who have declared themselves His followers. Let it not be 
forgotten that while no Divine command as to place, time, number, and 
nature of meetings is given, such arrangement.a are made by the, 
Church as a body, of which you form a part, for His glory "whose you 
are and whom yon serve." Such a duty is due to your own Church 
first, yet membeL'B of Churches will sometimes find time to attend other 
places even while the service is going on in tbeir own. Oh, let not the 
prayer-meetings, the heating apparatus of the Church, have its fires put 
out or damp~d down by negligence to duty here. 

Concerni,1g the ORGANISATIONS of your own Church, there is a 
personal ctuty. Every organisation of the Church of Christ must ho.ve 
,but one end, the extension of His kingdom. 

The appointment of persons for their direct management never 
destroys the individuality of each Church member's duty towurds them. 
In your own Church every united effort depends on the personal duty 

<>f it.a members, whether the organisation be for the trnining of the 
young in the truth, the distribution of Gospel litemture, the witness 
against the curse of the land in the drink traffic, the supply of the poor, 
-0r whatever else the Church may organise in the fear of. the Lord ; 
that is, your own to help, to enoourage, and to maia.taiu, by all means 
iin your power. The Church is not only to be the seat of public worship, 
but the centre of work. The duty devolving on every member of the 
Church to cultivate a miBBionary spirit arises from their own personal 
,salvation, for He saves us to serve Him ; their baptismal vows, for there 
they called Him Lord and Master ; their covenant with God and His 
people, for therein they gave themselves first to the Lord, and to them 
for His eake ; with them to share the offence of the cross in the defence 
-0f Hie truth, the spread of the Gospel for the salvation of men. 

Lastly, let me remind you of the duty of a member to his own 
<Jhnrch in 

THE POSITION THE CHURCH OCCUPIES IN THE WORLD, 

There it is, tlie light and the holy life of each member is commanded, 
~, Be ye holy, for I am holy." The world judges the Church by the 
persons who form it. It ie a witness. Personally witnessing to the 
difference between the Church and the world. Compromise is forbidden 
by Christ. Light bearing and witness bearing for Him therein is 
perdonal duty. In all oar engagements with the world, while p1ssing 
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through it as pilgrims and strangers, He is to be served there, nnd our 
own Church will be represented in our personal work, life, and 
demeanour. 

Every village, town, city, or nation, must be the better for the 
Church that is plant€d there. The light mmt radiate. The odour 
must spread. The Church has a mission in the world, and politics on 
Christian (not merely political partisanship) is not outside its pale. If 
pope, priest, and publican join hands to destroy our children, or onr 
country, our duty to our own Church, as well as the demand upon us 
as citizens, compels us to use all lawful means to prevent it. Our 
Protestantism must rule our politics. Before no image will we bow, or 
suffer our children to fall. The polling booth and ballot box are not 
incongruous with prayer and Christian duty. The liberty we have in 
Christ Jesus forbids SLAVERY in any form among our fellow-men. 

In the world the Church is His light to attract to Himself, and 
every member of His body a torch-bearer in his own Church. Persona} 
watchfulness for the strangers who gather in the house of prayer, and 
the seekere after salvation, with words of encouragement toward an open 
profe~sion of Christ in Christ's own woy, is our duty to Him in the 
Church where He bas placed us to serve Him. Yet even more so to 
watch over and care for those young disciples arter they are brought in. 
Alas ! some show a feverish anxiety to add to the Church, who are 
unmindful of dnties toward those added. In all pereonal duties unto 
which our Lord shall call us, sati~faction in the sphtre will mark 
obedient service. Well said John Newton, that if an angel were sent 
from heaven to sweep a crossing, and another to rule a kingdom, each 
would be equally pleased with his post. The late Charles Wilson once 
said to a lad in the harvest field, "Well, my little man, what can you 
do, a little chap like you ? " " Oh," mid the youngster, '' sometimes I 
ride the fore-horse, and sometimes I rock the cradle." Alas I some are 
more willing to do the first than the second. 

Time forbids more, though the subject is but scarcely touched. 
Let ns hear the voice of the Beloved calling to individual duty and 
personal energy in His cause, as He seys, ·• Let your light so shit e 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven." 

" 0 nee me, Lord, use even me, 
Just as Thou wilt, and when and where, 

Until Thy blessed face I see, 
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory she.re." 

CERTAIN brethren, not altogether unrelated to Mr. Facing-both
ways, tell us that" they bold the doctrines of grace quite as firmly as we 
do." Our accustomed reply is that "it is a pity tbe.t the doctrines of 
grace do not hold them a little more firmly as well."- W. Jeyes Styles. 

"REMEMBER, children," once exclaimed Samuel Collins, of Grundis
burgh, "that you will never get to hearen unleEs you have your best 
clothes on." What could be have meant? 

'' SHUFFLING was the form of Rin first practised after the Fall, undi 
has been a popular one ever since."-Samuel Milner. 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIPS OF THE GREAT 
TEACHER. 

BY THOMAS JONES, WANDSWORTH. 

No. !.-Introductory. 

THE mind of the Master is beyond oar comprehension, nor will we 
attempt to define the undefinable. His recorded words, however, 

invite inquiry, and if carefully studied will yield increasing satisfaction. 
The life of Jesus was unique. His sayings exemplify true eloquence in 
its highest form. In them we have a marvellous combination of 
simplicfry, profundity and sublimity. Expressions which a child coald 
understand full often embody truths so great as to baffle the mental 
grasp of men of the highest capacity and culture. 

Our aim is to promote a more intimate acquaintance with the 
Gospels by directing attention and, if possible, awakening a deeper 
interest in these four wonderful biographers of the Great Teacher. 
Their contents should attract all who, like Paul, desire to " know Him," 
and to discover more fully the beauty of His immaculate person, the 
lovliness of His perfect character, and th3 grace and glory of His life 
on earth. 

H ,s Advent was the greatest event in the world's history ; which, as 
was fithing, was heralded by the song of angels from heaven and wafted 
afar, "o'er hill anrl dale," on earth. Nor h11ve its echoes ceased, and 
they will continue to reverberate until the last purchased vessel gains 
the " desired haven," where at " His right hand are pleasures for 
evermore." 

0 ,r subject opens at the termination of the first thirty years spent 
by our Master in the "holy fields " of Palestine. They were pas11ed in 
the eeclu~ion of the obscure hamlet of Nazareth, which Wll.8 situnted 
among the mountain elopes which fotm the northern boundary of the 
plain of Esdrnelon in Galilee. Hard by was a little valley nestling between 
the adjacent hills, on the sides of which golden cornfields waved, flnd 
olive gardens flourished. Such was the early home of Jesus. Of its 
inhabitants we know comparatively little, but from Nnthanuel's enquiry 
·• whether any good thing could come" from thence, we judge that their 
reput.ltion was not for a dignified morality, but the reverse. 

It is imperative that the reader's interest should be enlisted in the 
conditions of life, at the time in which our Lord passed His days on 
earth. The writer therefore must present certain historical fads which 
will help to a correct idea of the people and the circum~tances amid 
which .I esus lived and taught. Here, a word of caution is necessary. 
When turning from the last book of the Old Testament to the first book 
of the New, we are prone to think that we are still among the same 
people and surrounded by the Eame state of things. 

We thus forget that between Malachi and Matthew four centuries 
had elapsed, during which changes so great had taken place as to affect 
not only the customs, ideas, parties and institutions of the people, ?ut 
their very language. It would indeed be difficult to find another nat1~n 
whose entire condition-social, political, and religious-had so altered !n 
a corresponding period. Thie, a brief review of what occurred will 
show. 
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To refresh the memory, let us note a few of those changes during 
the period referred to. Politically, the nation had passed through 
great vicissitudes. For years after the exile, e. sacred state under the 
priests existed. Conquering armies, one 11.rter the other, subsequently 
marched through the land, changing almost every existing institution. 
Restoration, it is true, was partially effected. by the heroic Maccabees. 
Many battles were won and lost ; but no permanent government 
remained to give vitality and encouragement to social improvements or 
general industries. The land languished, Zion was forsaken, and 
grieved in spi, it. 

At the time of which we write, the country so beloved by Abraham's 
posterity was completely under the dominion of Rome, a mighty power 
whose proud eagle soared over the whole civilised world. Palestine was 
divided into small portions, or kingdoms, which, like Galilee and 
Perea, was ruled by petty kings. J udree. was under the charge of a 
Roman governor or procurator. Roman soldiers paraded the streets of 
the "City of Solemnities," Roman standards were displayed in e\'ery 
direction, Roman tax-gatherers sat at the gate of every town. The 
Sanhedrim, once the glory of the country, and formerly its supreme 
power, was reduced to a shadow of its former prestige. Its High 
Priests were now mere puppets of Rome. So low had the nation, which 
prided itself as being that of the chosen seed, sunk. 

In religion, changes have been equally great. Prior to the seventy 
years' exile, the sinful tendency of the nation was to idolatry, but those 
years of captivity corrected, indeed cured them of their former beset
ment. Immediately upon their return to Palestine, the priestly order 
and offices were re-organised. The Temple service and the annual feasts 
were observed with regularity. 

As time paBBed on, however, a new and important religious institu
tion arose which appeared to outstrip the Temple with its priesthood. 
This was the Synagogue with its Rabbis, e.n institution which had no 
existence in former times. Synagogues multiplied wherever Jews lived, 
and every se.bbe.tb, congregations assembled to bear the exhortations 
delivered by the Rabbis, whose vocation was to translate and expound 
the Hebrew Scriptures, which language ha.d ceased to be currently 
spoken. In connection with this organisation, schoole of theology sprang 
up in which the Rabbis were trained for their future work. 

During this period of innovation, religion greatly declined. Externals 
were multiplied, but the inner spirit almost disappeared. This is 1;1ot 
surpru,ing when we call to mind the fact that the rtipresente.tive 
religious men of the time were Pharisees. These were ardent patriot~, 
ever willing to lay down their lives for the independeuce of their 
country. They hated the foreign yoke with inte:1se bitterness. They 
prided themselves of being descendants of Abraham, and special 
favourites of heaven. They introduced peculiarities of dress and food, 
substituted external observances, such as fasts, prayers, tithes, and 
washings, for the purer spiritual worship of God. Neander justly 
denominates their religion one of a "le~al spirit, soul-crushing ate.Lutes, 
a dead theology, and barren subtilties." 

To this party lielonged most of the Scribes, whose first business _it 
was to multiply the written copies of the Scriptures, which they did 
with such scrupulous reverence and co.re a1:1 to count every word and 
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letter of the manuscript_s they produced before circulating them. They 
also aasU1ned the exclll8lve right, to expound the inspired writings, which 
they read and commented ou at the services of the Synago(7ues. This, 
howe'!er, they did n?t do in a spiritual way, but eutirely evaded the deeper 
teachmg of the Scriptures, and adv,mced as 11,utborative, far-fetched and 
fanciful glo,ses and expositions of the most worthless character. 

The3e, when delivered by their more illustrious Rabbis, were pre
served in writing, and were regarded with suc1 reverence that their 
disciples read and studied them in place of the inspired writings which 
they claimed to elucidate. These targums or rabbinical paraphrases 
are alluded to as embodying "the traditions of the Elders," which in 
time became so numerous in their prohibitions and exactions that it 
required a lifetime to commit them to memory. They formed a burden 
described as being more than men could bear ; and constituted the 
nightmare which so long troubled the comcienc~ of the Apostle Paul. 

The Sadducees-the negative theologians of that day-were another 
powerful sect. They may be styled the party of protest, since they 
agreed in nothing but in denying many current religious opinions. They 
were really worldly and cold-hearted sceptics. Pharisttic exclusiveness 
they ridiculed ; impugned not only the authority of the traditions of 
the elders, bnt much revealed truth, and refused to submit to the 
requirements and restrictions of those wuose teachings they openly 
opposed. 

They consequently mingled freely among the Gentiles, affected Greek 
culture, enjoyed amusements and lived lives of ease and indulgence. 
Belonging mainly to the upper classes. they were in a pos tion to carry 
oat their wishes. It will thus be seen that the nation wn,s enslaved, men 
were sunk in selfishness and vile passions, their teachers were devoted to 
ceremonialism, the body of the people misled, and society defiled within 
and without. 

Such was the sad state of the people to whom prophets had been sent, 
and psalmists had sung, among whom priests had offered sacrifices and 
made atonement for sin. All had passed-the prophets ceased; the songs 
of pulmists were silent, their altar~ were broken down, their Temple 
was 11, den of thieves. 

In these dark days the Son of God appeared-" The light of the 
world." 

(To be continued.) 

THE AUSTRALIAN PARTICULAR BAPTISTS AND 
THEIR BRETHREN IN THE HOMELAND. 

EDITORS as 11, rule are lonely mim, holding but little communication 
with each other. A Prayer Union of Christian Secretaries indeed 

exists: but those who conduct religious magazines rarely meet as such, and 
have but little Fellowship with others similarly engaged. 

Imagine then our joy at receiving early in March a fraternal letter 
from our brother, F. Beede!, Minister of Castlereagh Street Particular 
Baptist Chapel, Sydney ; and also the Editor of the '' Australian Par
ticular Baptist Magazine," of which we long since formed a high opinion, 
both for its matter and its eavoury and Christful spirit. The epistle in 
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question was most brotherly and sympathetic ; and evoked a full- . 
hearted answer. This our friend has printed in his May issue, and our 
readers may peruse it with interest. Next month they shall have his 
reply, just ret.-eived-witb a few further remarks on his admirable 
" Memoir" of his sainted predecessor, D. Allen-a biography worthy to 
be placed beside those of Kerhaw, Gadsby and Philpot. 

It may be premised that our friend had referred to a letter addressed 
to our late brother, C. W. Banks, detailing the change which the writer's 
religious convictions had undergone. 

A KIND AND .BROTHERLY LETTER TO F. BEEDEL FROM THE 
EDITOR OF THE" EARTHEN VE!SSEL."-My Dear Hrotber,-1 am rnrry 
that so long has elapsed without my replying to your letter, and 
acknowledging with sincere thanks your Memoir of the late D. Allen. 

The latter is very interesting ; displays tact in arrangement ; a 
happy Fower to analyse character-and is very nicely written. What a 
brave, bright, cheery Christian he must have been-yet how firm in 
the do(:trines of Godlimss, which all must love who feel its inwrought 
power. It is a mercy that you have been upraieed to fill his place, and 
I would waft you a blessing from afar, and pray that you may be upheld 
in all your work end in spite of all your trials. 

You are well known to our friend, James Mote, Esq., the Christian 
Solicitor, who happened to mention your name to me just before he left 
England early in the winter ; when be spoke highly both of you and 
your ministry. 

If Providence brings you to England, a bed, and an old-fashioned 
welcome ere at your service in my home. We should doubtless find 
some common topics of interest beside THE one which is dear to all holy 
hearts. 

How curious that you should remember my letter in the EARTHEN 
VESSEL for 1870, and retain any thoughts about one so obscure. I have 
never rrgr et ted acting as I did. God was pleased to revolutionise my 
religion in a wonderful way, to detach me from most of my then friends, 
and to attach me to those with whom I have since associated. The latter 
were at first rnry shy and constrained, and I bad no Barnabas to take 
me by the hand !Acts ix. 26, 27), till John Hazelton's heart was melted 
towards me-end he became the dearest of Fathers in Israel. 

Strangely enough, my earlier friends, with very few exceptions, \Tere 
most kind. God opened doors for my earning honest money ; and 
socially und ecclesiostically, I w~s a happier man through taking a de
cided step for the truth. 

More curious still, Spurgeon end I met after some year@, in 1877, 
and be received me as a hyper cal1:inist, with all loving cordiality. (He 
had sent me some kind mesrnges in the interim). We were fnquently 
together afterwards. I read two papers at bis Conferences, and, by bis 
earnest desire, preached thrice to his congregation ; was much with him 
in Mentone in 1885, and bad the honour of standing by him in IHHH, 
when rn many "down-grade" gentlemen left him. 

Thus, I can attest to the truth of Rom. xiv. 18-" He that in these 
things Eerveth Christ, is acceptable to God and approved of men." '!'ell 
your young people that the cross the Lord imposes on every one He 
loves, is heavy to shoulder at first, bnt lighter and far easier to bear 
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afterwards-and bid them, as from a brother in their dear old mother
land never to hesitate to profess and confess any truth which God baS
impressed -on their minds, and the living power of which has been felt in 
their souls. Crosiles shirked lead to many sorrows ; crosses bravely and. 
boldly borne bring nntold blessings. 

The reason for my delayed reply is that I am an invalid. A physical 
tronble· keeps me weak and lame, and I have had much internal pain. 
I occasionally preach and attend to on: Magazine, and when what mus( 
be is done, I am often positively unable to reply to my many letters. 
To-day I am resting, having had more than my usual distress lately, and 
am thus using my enforced leisure to chat with an unknown friend. My 
dear wife does much of my correspondence for rue, but this is not the 
sort of letter I could dictate. 

I will gladly send you any books you might like to possess, but can
not obtain where yon are. Anything of my own, I will let you have 
with more than pleasure. You have but to express your wishes. Don't 
hesitate, I can afford to make a brother an occasional present. 

As TO MY OWN vrnws-When God brought me into touch with men 
of truth, thirty-four yelll'II since, I fonnd two fairly distinct parties: one 
mainly concerned with the enunciation of the doctrines of grace ; the 
other chiefly occupied with the experience which the gracious reception 
of the doctrines of grace occasions. I then thought both parties rather 
extravagant and extreme, and never went heart and soul with either. I 
loved those who were bold for the doctrines of grace, when they evidenced, 
to me the grace of the doctrines-but I bad even then seen enough to 
make me loathe a party spirit, and to give me a distaste fo1· mere party 
men. I preferred to ltave the camp with its petty cliques, and to go out 
to Christ. Heb. xiii. 13. It may be a little lonely, but it's really very 
bleseed to be the Lord's free man, with one real Master, instead of a lot 
of little ones. 

Things are different now. There is lees decision for the truth aml 
leBB thought about the experience which 11ccompanie11 salvation, und 11 

kind of fusion between parties once distinct, which seems to please some 
professors mightily, but which, I fear, brings small good to those tlmt 
are upright in heart. 

The general Denominations are in u poor way. Some are preaching 
up a God, partially divested of His essential glory, and humanity invested 
with I know not what of natural and inherent spirituality, goodness and 
power sinners who hardly need saving, they are so wise nnd beautiful in 
their yearnings after sentimental sanctity-and a little dwarfed God, 
who could not really save them, though He is vastly troubled that He 
cannot do so. 

Dear friend, I thank God for your magazine. God speed it. Let 
us both look well to the foundations. 

Yon won't be in a hnrry to write to me again, if the reading of such 
a jumble as this is the penalty. But anyhow, you will try to believe me 
to be, Yours sincerely in Christ, W. J. S. 

Mlll'oh, 11th, 1904. 

I am G2 years old by the Almanac ; but 82 in constitution-a lump 
of weary weakness. 
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STRONG CONFIDENCE. 
BY CHARLES DRAWBRIDGE, OF WEI,LINGBOROUGH. 

" Although the figtree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines, 
the labour of the olive shall fail (or lie), a.nd the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I,will joy in the God of my sa.lva.tion."-Ha.b. iii. 171 18. 

IT is the faith of God's elect alone, tl.tat can utter and abide by these 
s atements under the Divine influence of the Holy Comforter. The 

faithfulne~ of God to Himself and to His Word, is a subject of constant 
study to the angelic hosts, who never weary of the sacred employment 
-of encamping round about the figtree,s vines, olives, flocks and herds of 
Jehovah-jireh. Whatever by the Eternal Spirit, we are stirred up in 
our pure mind to ask of Jehovah, the Father, that in the fitneBB and 
fulness of time we shall most certainly possess to His praise and glory. 
Watching unto prayer is a right noble employment ; and all who we.it 
-upon God only, by Divine appointment not shall wait in vain. The 
fair, commensurate and adequate arbitration of infinite wisdom shall 
fully satisfy His chosen, when faith in fruition proves that hope had the 
Eternal God for her fonndation. Jehovah's duplicates are beautiful, 
apt and glorious : " the oil of joy for mourning, beauty for ashes, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." '' A.s sorrowing, yet 
always rejoicing ; as dying, yet, behold we live ; as poor, yet making 
many rich ; as deceivers and yet true ; " despised of men, beloved of 
God ; feeble ss worms, mighty as God ; barren in ourselves, fruitful in 
Christ; the scum and the olfscouring of all things, the jewels of J ehovah's 
-choice; black as the tents of Kedar, comely as the curtains or royal tent 
of Solomon. 0, what beauteous glories beam forth from the Word 
of God, pressed by the Holy Spirit on the heart of the child of God ; and 
when His gracious Majesty unveils in the light of His holy countenance 
the well adjusted mechanism wrought upon by His sole influence, 0, 
what incomparable perfection is recognised by the instructed and 
amazed child of God. Then and there he understands, upon a more 
-extensive scale, how firmly Jehovah keepeth His unconscious saints in 
abeyance to His Divine will, how effectually, without coercion, His 
wisdom guideth every complicated part of that macbinery to effect the 
glorious end which He purposed in Himself before the worlds were 
brought out into present splendour. Well may man feel and confess 
,his puny powers, shortsi(l'hted selfishness, worldly mindednes~, ignor
ance, pride, stubbornness, and self-will, before his J!lorious Fr~en?, the 
Lord Jesus, while he ponders in his heart the vast superiority of 
Jehovah's plans over all creature plots, founded in rebellion, and 
attempted in the madness of self-desperation. All praise to our own 
God in Christ for condescenion, lovingkindneBB and tender mercy 
displayed upon new covenant promises, to the overt~row of h~ll's 
devices, the shaking of earth to her centre and ~he gracious humbling 
of the "worm Jacob." When He, in His Ma1esty, o.~sures us the.~ 
He stirs up the pure mind by way of rememb~ance, _for His gl?ry, 
then how cheerfully we move in the way of His glorious reveahng, 
how fervently we wrestle for the blessings He hath promised, and 
plead for the honour of His name to emP:nate tberefrom, nor she.II we 
1plead in vain. His name is solemnly subscribed to every righteous 
plea of a living faith, and that He never will forfeit the honour of 
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that name is divinely affirmed in His Word, for "He cannot, He will 
not deny Himself.'' All glory, honour and majesty, be ascribed unto 
Him for ever. The desire begotten by Him in the soul for the glory
of His great name shall be granted to the fervent supplication of 
faith that worketh by love in Him who is the Author and Finisher of 
true living faith. 

CHARLES REMINGTON: A REMINISCENCE. 
BY J. R. HUNTLEY, BATH. 

•• The memory of the just is blessed." 

·SOME twenty years since, I was spending a pleasant holiday at the 
Home of the Christian Young Men's Association at Bournemouth in. 

company with some fifty others. The question was once started at the 
tea table whether those that are really saved can ever be lost. Our 
sentiments differing, about a dozen of us agreed to take our Bibles to 
tb,e East Cliff, and endeavour to ascertain what we.a therein stated on the 
subject. This we did. During our prolonged convel'!!ation, an elderly 
gentleman who bad been standing with his back toward our little group~ 
gradually tamed in our direction, and presently accosted us thus
" Gentlemen, it is a treat to bear such subjects discussed at the sea-side. 
May I join your party ? " His kind and venerable appearance com
manded our respectful assent, and we all felt pleasure as he began to 
open op the Scriptures, in a most clear and blessed way. When we had 
to part for the night, be very courteously enquired my name, wbich em
boldened me to ask his. He replied, " Charles Remington, of Devizes."· 
To this day I treasure the memory of bis gracious manner nnd in-
strnctive and weighty words. 

WHOM THOUGH UNSEEN WE LOVE. 

"Whom having not seen, ye love.''-1 Peter I. 8. 

J'Esus, Master, precious Saviour, 
Thou whom though unseen, we love, 

Thou who art our" wondrous story," 
And alone our" hope of glory," 

In our Father's House above. 

Though we see not yet Thy glory, 
Yet we love Thee, Saviour, dear, 

Love Thee for the revelation 
Of Thy love in our salvation, 

For thy Gospel sweet and clear. 

Love Thee for Thy life so perfeot, 
For Thy sympathy displayed, 

For the peace Thy conflict brought us, 
For the joy Thy sufferings taught us, 

For each precious promise made. 

Love Thee as our Priest ascended, 
Evermore ·' our Peace" to be, 

Whn. receiving our confessions, 
Now with perfect intercessions, 

Pleads our cause unceasingly. 

Love Thee for Thy preservation, 
Day by day from snares untold, 

For Thy gracious, tender keeping, 
:B'or Thy watohfnl eye unsleeping, 

For Thy mercies manifold. 

If we love Thee now, oh Se.vlour, 
All unseen and scarcely known, 

What she.II be our love's fruition 
When complete our life's tuition, 

And wo bow before Thy throne? 

What, oh what, when we shall see 
Vindicated and e.dored, [Thoe· 

In Thy beauty so resplendent, 
In Thy glory all-transcendent, 

Over all victorious, Lord? 

Oh, we long for Thine appearing, 
Long for our eternal home, 

Long to lose ee.ch earth-born fett~r 
Long to love and serve Thee better ; 

"Even so, Lord Jesus, come I " 
KATE STAINES. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSO- ! At6 a..m.on Thnreda.ythe messengers' 
CIATION OF BA.PTISr CHURCHES. 1 pra.yer-meetin~ wa.s well a.ttended, 

0 • • ll . when fourteen brethren approached a 
( r7gina Y fo_rmed ui 17_71.) . ' throne or gra.ce with warm-hea.rted a.nd, 

THE a.nnna.l gathem~gs of this Society we believe, Spirit-breathed petitions. 
were held at Grund1sbnrgb. June 1st I The above service was conducted by the 
and 2nd, 1904 .. At 10.30 on Wednesda.y, ' Vice-Moderator, pa.star Stocker. 
after the opemng hymn, the Moderat?r, At 9 a..m. the Moderator presided over 
pa.stor W. F. Eigerton, r~a.d the Scrip- the ministers' pra.yer-service, when 
tures and pastor A. Morhng, of Cotten- fervent and earnest snpplica.tions 
ha.m, offered prayer. Bretllren Dixon, aeoended to the God of ali grace by 
Tooke, an~ ~- Liag rea.d the Articles of ma.ny of the brethren present. 
the A.eeoc1abon, and an_ abstra.ct of the At 10.30, when the tent was quite 
letters . fr~m the Assoo1a.ted Chn_robee. full, cha.ire being required in a.dd1tion 
After smgmg, the Madera.tor delivered to the u~na.l sea.ting accommoda.tion 
a. stirring a.nd powerful address upon pa.stor A. ,). Ward gave a. solemn and 
"The Nonconformist Outlook, and Our foroeft1l sermon from John xii. !12. 
Present Position as an Aesocia.tion in At 2 p.m. the tent was overflowine:, 
R~la.tion Thereto." At 2 p.m., t':Je tent with ma.ny outside, when pa.star H. D. 
bf:IDg well filled, pa.etor J. Morhng, of Tooke preached from 1 Pet. ii. 4 a very 
iH1gb Wycombe, rea.d the Word and descriptive and impressive sermon. 
offered prayer, followed by an excellent At the oloee of the service a sincere 
discourse by pastor T. Jones, of West vote of thanks wa.s pa.seed to the friends 
Hill (a delegate from the Metropolitan a.tGrundiebnrgh and a.djoining pa.riebee 
Association), from Ha.b. iii. 13. In th" f ,r their grea.t kindness a.nd hospita.litv. 
evening pastor Guy, of Graveeentl I Tile pa.rtine; hymn, "Blest be the tie 
{a.notber delegate), gave a helpful and I tha.t binds" and the Benediction pro
intereeting Rermon trom l Cor. i. (pa.rt I nonnced by pa.etor W. H. Potter, closed 
of ver. 18), paetorGorba.m, of Kenninjl'- these eucceseful and enjoyable meet
he.ll, and brother Mobbs, of Southend, inge. 
ta.king pa.rt in the prelimina.ry service. 

At the business meeting1 and in the 
morning of the first aay, epeoial 
reference was ma.de to the a.bsence-tbe 
·first time for more than a q ua.rter of a 
centnry-:if the esteemed and vo.lned 
secretary, brother S. K. Bland, who 
tbrongb e.g-e (82) e.nd infirmity, ha.e 
been obliged to retire from that posi
tion. It wa.s una.nimously approved of 
tha.t a. telegram be sent him on the first 
da.y of e.ssembling, a.sunder: "We miss 
you, and very deeply regret yonr 
e.bsence. All unite in Rending love and 
hea.rtiest good wishes." 

Brother Potter rea.d the Cironlar 
Letter wbiob be ha.d prepa.red. It was 
accepted, a.nd a.cknowledged with a 
vote of tba.nke-the Circnla.r Letter for 
1905 to be" Wba.t Think Ye of Christ 1" 
the Aesooia.tion to meet at Bomersbam 
-(D.V.) in 1905; prea.chers - pastors 
Edgerton and Chilvers, or, in oa.ae of 
failure, W. H. Potter. 

Brethren Potter and Gorham were 
appointed to visit the Metropolita.n 
Association i.a 1905. 

A vote of eympa.thy and oondolenoe 
was with una.nimity pa.e~ed and for
warded to the family of the late Mr. 
Charles Hill, who for nearly fifty 
yee.r• was the m uoh-respected pastor of 
the Church at Stoke Ash. 

Resolutions were pa.seed protesting 
age.inst the Licen~ine and the Chinese 
Le.hour Bille, and forwarded to the 
Prime Minister and other Members of 
P nlie.ment. 

MEOPHAM.-Reoognition services of 
pastor J. N. Throssell (late of Ra.meey) 
were held cin Wednesday, Jane I.t. 
Although the weather was somewhat 
unfavonra.ble, it did not prevent friends 
from a dist11,noe uniting to wish Ud God
speed. Borough Green, Gravetend, 
Strea.tb&m, West Ha.m, and other 
places were represented. Tne service 
oommenoed in the afternoon at 3 
o'olook, the pa.stor giving out the well
known hymn, 

"'Kindred in Obrist for Hie de!Lr oo.ke, 
A be11,rty welcome here receive." 

Pastor J. Juli, of Ca.mbridge, delivered 
an exoellent dieoourse from the words 
found in 1 Tim. iii. 15, "The Oburoh of 
the living God," whiob was listened to 
with great attention. Tea. was provided 
in the schoolroom a.t 5 o'clock, to whioh 
a good number eat down. In the even
ing, at 6.15, the friends re-assembled, 
Mr. Ba.rtlett, of Strea.tha.m, presiding. 
The meeting oommenoed with that 
1rrand old hymn, " Come, Thon 
Fount of every blessing." pea.ling forth 
to the strains of " Qneenborougb." 
Mr. Be.rtlett then rea.d Ephee. iv., 
after whioh pastor Bull, of Borough 
Green, enga.ged in prayer. Another 
hymn was then sung. Mr. Throssell 
then gave an e.ccount of his ea.II by 
graoe, to the ministry, the leadinge or 
Divine Providence in relation to hie 
e.ooepting the pe.stora.te at Meopba.m, 
the doctrines he intends to bold fa.et 
and proclaim. Mr. Martin, seorete.ry of 
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+.bi' Oburob, related bow often, after 
rr.,ng without a pastor firteen u;onths, 
they were led to invite Mr. Throssell. 
The joining hauds of pastor Throssell 
and deacon S. Crowhurst by Mr. Juli 
then took plaoe1 after which Mr. Jail 
besought a bleesrng on tbe union. That 
beautiful hymn," Grace, 'tie a charming 
sound," was then snug to the soul-stir• 
ring tune "Cran brook." Mr. Jnll then, 
in a very earnest manner, gave counsel 
to the ps.stor from the words of Paul to 
Timothy (2nd Epistle, ohap. ii., ver. 15), 
"Study to ehew thyself approved unto 
God," &c. Pastor Northfield, of- March, 
then very clearly set forth the duties of 
the Church to their pastor, themselves, 
and ea.oh other, taking as the basis of 
his remarks the words found in Gal. iv. 
30, "N evertheleee, what eaith the Sorip
tnres? " The singing of a hymn, and 
prayer by Mr. Throssell, brought to a 
oloee services which had been very 
interesting and enjoyable. Surely we 
can aay "The Lord bath been mindful 
of us, 'and He will b}egs us." The 
oolleotions, whioh were on behalf of 
the pastor, amounted to £7 IOJ.-ONE 
WHO IS INTERESTED. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM).-Services to 
commemorate the 21st anniveraary of 
laying memorial stones were held on 
Lord's-day, June 5th, when two appro
priate sermons were delivered by the 
naetor, F. C. Holden-momini;r from 
Isa. lviii. 11, and in the evening from 
1 Pet. ii. -l. On the following Tuesday 
Mr. T. Jonell preached an exoellent 
sermon from Heb. xii. 28. About fifty 
friends partook of tea in the eohool• 
room, and a pablio meeting was held in 
the evening, over whioh Mr. Chambers 
very kindly and ably presided. Gospel 
a.ddres808 were delivered to a iroodly 
number of friends by brethren Gibbens, 
White, Olark, Fleirg, and Jones. Ool• 
leotions amounted to about £12 !Oa. 

PRITTLEWELL (PROVIDENCE). -
On Wednesday, June 8th, services were 
held to commemorate the pastor's 12th 
anniversary. It was one of the happiest 
ever held ; the chapel was full, and 
friends from distant places made a 
goodly show. The sermon in the 
afternoon was preached by our beloved 
brother Marsh, of Gnmey-road, from 
Ezek. dvi. JO. Truly we can eay the 
Prinoe was in the midst of the people. 
Nearly all present in the afternoon 
stopped to tea, At 6.15 the public 
meeting oommenoed, when brother 
Boulden, of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
presided, The speakers were brethren 
Boulton, Holden, Marsh, and Mobbs. 
One and all were helped to set forth the 
glories of our precious Emmanuel. The 
oolleotion was the best we ever had-a 
little over £H. The pastor 111ith much 
feeling returned thanks, and said he 

could not find words to express hie 
feelings to the dear friends for their 
kindness to him. "Praise God from 
Whom all blessings flow." - G. EL
NA UGH. 

BUCKLEBURY. - Anniversary ser
vices were held on Whit-Tuesday. In 
the afternoon a sermon was preached 
by pastor J. Grimwood, of Streath11m, 
from Zech. iii. 9. The discourse was 
listened to with much interest and 
profit. 'fhe tea being over, the evening 
meeting was presided over by pastor 
Coxeter, who. after singing and prayer, 
called uoon Mr. Grimwood, who spoke 
from M9ott. xviii. 20. Our brother 
seemed to enjoy muoh liberty, and the 
power and presence of the Spirit of God 
was manifest. Po.stcr Coxeter spoke 
from the word" anniversary," and Bllid 
it was a remembrancer, and related 
many things to the oomfort and con
solation of God's people. So ended 
another profitable season of spiritual 
comfort.-H. GRIMWOOD, 

WOJLWICH (CARMEL).-On Tues
day, May 10th, pastor W. H. Rose held 
his sixth anniversary, uniting with tbe 
event an appeal on behalf of the Churoh 
Fund. Pastor A. G. Brown preached In 
the afternoon from Numb. xi. 6, '' But 
now our soul is dried away, there is 
nothing at all besides this manna 
before our eyes." The congregation 
was very large, and largely representa
tive of other Churches. The preacher 
exhibited the complaining spirit of the 
people ; he spoke of the effect of the 
presence of the ;, mixed multitude" in 
the Churches, and set forth Christ in 
the despised "mo.nna" o.s tbe oure and 
prosperity of His Ohurch. Tea was, 11s 
usual, provided, and about 150 sat 
down. At 6.30 the evening meeting 
commenced, and Thomas Green, Esq., 
of the Surrey Tabernacle, kindly took the 
chair. He read I Oor. Ii. Arter another 
hymn, po.stor E. Wilmshurst spoke 
instructively upon the words of Jesus 
to Peter: "What is that to thee 1 
Follow thou Me." He was followed by 
Rev. Cecil Lovely, B.A., of St. John's 
Ri,formed Church, Bexley, who ga,ve o, 
very helpful address on "It is the 
Lord" (John xd. 7). Mr. haac Levinson 
(as a friend of the Church in days gone 
by) gave a oheery address. Pastor E. 
White, of Enon, spoke with feeling on 
l These. i. G. Then po.etor Thomae 
Henson stirringly treated of "The 
Church in the furnaoe, and One in th" 
midst with her, like unto the Son of 
Man." Pastor A. E. Abel (Congrei;ra
tional) followed with a few words of 
congratulation, and then Mr. T. Daynee 
Wood gave an account of the collec
tions, and the pastor ( W. H. Rose) 
offered thanks to all helpers in the 
day'e eervices. The collections amounted 
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to nearly :£32, whioh was appropriated 
to the pastor and the Churoh Fund. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE). - We 
held our 83rd anniversary on Wedne.i
day, May llth, when Mr. J. Cattell, or 
Beesels Green, preached a savoury and 
instructive sermon in the afternoon 
from 2 Cor. iii. 17, and Mr. H. Bull, of 
Borough Green, gave us an interesting 
and Scriptural disoouree from Isaiah 
X][][Vii. 31. The sermons were much 
enjoyed, the weather was beautifal, our 
company somewhat larger than uenal, 
and our oollectione were in excesa of 
many years past, all of which oon
strained us to " Thank God and take 
courage." 

WALTHAMSTOW.-The Church here 
celebrated tbe 20th anniversary of open
ing of the chapel on May 8th, when 
two sermons were preached by Mr. 
Margerum, the morning text being 
I Sam. vii. 12, and the evening Psalm 
mi. 3. The services were continued 
on the followin,: Tuesday, May 10th. A 
discourse was delivered by pastor E. 
White in the afternoon upon Pea. xiii. 
ll. Some of the things which cause 
depression, the support or the soul, and 
the cause of hope in the soul were the 
points noticed. The sermon was much 
enjoyed. The usual tea was provided, 
followed by a public meeting over 
which brother W. G. Faunch, of Ilford, 
presided, who, in opening, read Psalm 
X][][iV. Brother Turnpenny (treasurer) 
led us to the throne of grace, a.nd 
ca.rnestly sought the Lord's blessing. 
Pastor F. C. Holden (an old friend of 
the cause) irave a very suitable address, 
ba.sed upon Pe. miv. 8, 9, dwelling upon 
the words, " 0 ta.Rte and see that the 
Lord is good," testifying also that those 
who fear the Lord will not want any 
good thing, etc. Pastor J. Parnell gave 
a faithful and God-honouring address. 
Brother A. Licence, who frequently 
proclaims the Gospel in our midst, 
spoke as to how the Lord is mindrul of 
Hie people from Pao.. cxv. 12, 13, and 
reminded us of the many favours be
Rtowed during another year. The col
lections were good, and the services 
throughout were much appreciated, 
because the honours and merits of a 
precious Christ were truthfally and 
boldly declared. Thus we take courage 
and hope on for future blessings and 
help by the way. To God be all the 
praise. 

SAXMUNDHAM.-A little over two 
years ago the Baptist Chapel at Sax
mundham, which had been oloaed for 
Rivera! years, was re-opened by the 
Suffolk and Norfolk Home Mission. 
Last Michaelmas twelvemonths :Mr. W. 
H. Berry accepted the oversight of the 
cause, and about twelve months ago 

went to live at Saxmundham. The 
interior of the meeting-house was in a 
deplorable condition, and there was a 
great hole in tbP ceiling through which 
snow fell in winter on the suffering 
worshippers. The old oeiling has been 
removed and rei,laoed with a matoh
boarding, the walls distempered, the 
chapel re-seated, and the pulpit 
modernized. The total cost, whioh has 
all been subscribed, was a little under 
:£70. The ohapel was re-opened on 
Thursday, May 26th, when pastor R. E. 
Sears, of London1 preached an excellent 
sermon. A pnbhc tea was provided and 
a fair number were present. At the 
after• meeting brother R. B. Strick
son (Stowmarket) presided. Addressee 
were given by pastors J. Hunt Lynn, 
H. D. Tooke (who announced that the 
ohapel was opened free from debt), Mr. 
Wm. Ling, pastor R. E. Sears, and Mr. 
A. H. Large. At the close Mr. Berry 
publicly thanked all the donors and 
helpers. An anthem, " Exalt ye the 
Lord," was rendered by the choir and 
some old Baptiet tunes sung. 

WEST HAM TABERNACLE 
SUNDAY·SCHOOL.-Servicee in connec
tion with the :net anniversary were 
held on Sunday and Tuesday, May 8th 
and 10th. On Sunday two special 
sermons were preached by pastor H. J. 
Ga.lley. On Tuesday afternoon pastor 
F. Fells preached. A large number of 
scholars and friends afterwards sat 
down to tea, which was provided in the 
schoolroom. At the meeting in the 
evening the chair was taken by G. A. 
Hutchison, E~q., and addressee were 
given by pastors F. Fells, E. Marsh, 
and H.J. Galley, and the superintendent 
of the eohool ( Mr. J. Upsdale). Special 
hymns and pieoee were well rendered 
by the Sunday-school soholare. The 
secretary's report showed that during 
the past year, and more especially 
during the period in which the school 
has been oarried on in the new school
room, the school has grown very 
rapidly and has now a roll of over 400 
members. 

OHADWELL-STREET (MOUNT ZION 
BENEVOLENT SOOIETY).-The Jubilee 
meeting of this Society was held on 
Thursday evening, April 14th, and 
proved to be a very interesting and 
God-glorifying ocoaaion, Brother Apple
gate occupied the chair. A short report 
was read by the secretary, together with 
the statement of aooounte. During the 
fifty years of the SocietJ 's existence a 
sum of about :£3,500 has been raised, 
and, the working expenses being very 
small, nearly the whole or the money 
bas been distributed. Warm, heart• 
cheering addressee were given by our 
brethren ~- S. Baker, J. U. McKenzie, 
and W. Prior-all our speakers being 
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"home birds," for wbiob we feel deeply 
grateful. Our pastor brought a happy 
evening to a olose with a few well-timed 
remarks on the words, "B11t to do good 
and to commuoioate, forget not." Col
lection for the fund, :£9 ls. 6d.-B. W, 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
BRIXTON TABERNACLE, 

ON Lord's-day, March 13th, a sermon on 
behalf of the Strict Baptist Mission was 
preached by pastor E. Mush. The 
oongregatioo was a lar~e one. The 
beloved pastor (who was preaching at 
Gurney-road that evening) bad left 
word to bis flook that "he hoped the 
oolleotioo would be worthy so excellent 
an obj eot," and the Ii beral response 
added :U 5s. to the funds, The missionary 
spirit ie evidently fully alive at brother 
Comwe1l's, and the preaober o[ the 
eveoio~ had a hearty welcome and most 
appreo1ative congregation. It was good 
to be there. 

"ZION," W ALTHAMSTOW. 
A lecture on behalf of the Striot 

Baptist Miesiou was delivered by pastor 
E. Marsh on Tuesday, April 12th. The 
lantern wae manipulated by our 
esteemed brother Brett. Upwards of 
oio1ity deeply-interesting scenes were 
thrown on the sheet. The ooogregatioo 
wae large, mainly a youthful one, and 
be lecturer, observing this, sought to 

interest the young and elioit their 
interest in the good work of sending 
the Gospel to the dark lauds of 
idolatry. 

BOW.-The 34th anniversary was 
oelebrated on April 17th and 19th. 
Brother W. G. Fauooh wae prevented 
from presiding through illness. After 
the o~oiog hymn, "All hail the 
power.' &o., bad been sung, brother 
Borbam engaged in prayer. Mr. F. D. 
Fountain gave an experimental address 
from Phil. Iv. 19. Brother 9. J. Tavlor 
spoke of the meroifnl dealings of God, 
and Mr. Naab addreAeed the meeting to 
profit on Paul's call and experieooe. A 
vote of sympathy wae propoaed by 
brother Burkitt and seoonded by 
brother Bray.-W. H. LEE, 

STEVEN AGE. ·-Aooivereary servioes 
were hllld on Wednesday, May 4th, 
when two sermons were preached by 
Mr. E. Mitchell (Chadwell-street). On 
the Monday previous a speoial prayer
meetio_g_ waa held, at whioh the preeeooe 
of the M&eter was sought for the special 
meeting~, and this W&B graciously 
realised, as the preaober was enabled to 
unfold the glorious plan of salvation in 
all its freeness and fuloees, many 
testifying to the pleasure and profit in 
listening to the Word preaoh'lC!. The 
ooogregatiooe were vory good and the 

oollectioos a slight increase on previoo~ 
year~. Altogether a day lonir to be 
remembered a.s a season of refreshing 
from the presence of tbe Lord, to whom 
be all praise.-DAVID. 

WELCOMING MR. JA~IES EASTER 
TO BASSETT STREET, KE:'ITISH 

TOWN. 
p ASTOR JAMES EASTER entered upon 
his new sphere of labour on Sunday, 
May 1st. The morning discourse was 
based upon "Certainly I will be with 
thee." and in the assurauoe of this 
gracious promise the preaober com
menced his ministry. The evening 
servioe was preceded by the baptism of 
a sister. lo the evening a sermon on 
"One Lord, one faith, one baptism" 
was preached, and troth distinctly set 
forth, the prea.ober conveying the im
pression to hie bearers that be spake as 
one having authority. At the Com
munion Service following, one brother 
and four sisters were reoeived into 
fellowship. 

Tuesday, May 3rd, moAt remain a 
memorial day. The publio weloome 
meetings were most hearty, and well 
attended : at the evening meeting the 
people having to be almost fitted into 
the pews. Tbe leading feature was the 
represeo.tati ve oha.raoter of the plat
form, exoelling e.ny previous oooaeioo. 
We rejoioe in this, for it augurs well, 
not only for pe.etor Easter and bis 
Oburob, but the denomination, for 
sympathy begets sympathy. 

The afternoon meeting was presided 
over by_ W. P. Goodley, Ee,1., of Hill• 
street, N.W., who, at the outset, prayed 
for the Divine blessing. 

After the opening hymn Mr, Newman 
(the Assooiation Seoreta.ry) oommeoded 
the meeting, the pastor, e.od the people 
to God in prayer. 

Pastor Evane, of Chesham, then read 
a Psalm. We much appreoia.ted the 
surprise visit our brother pa.id us to bid 
the new pastor God-speed. 

The obairman, in a few appropriate 
words, emphasised the need of sustained 
interest in the prayer-meetings, prayer 
being the souroe of all blessing. 

Pastor E. White, of Woolwiob, the 
President of the Asaooia.tion for current 
year, fitly led the speakers. He spoke 
of remioisoeooes of Bildeston, the first 
pastorate of J. Easter, e.nd hoped tb:.t 
no disappointment woo Id be experienoed 
in London life, or in Cburoh life. 
Brother Easter was described e.s e. young 
man from the oountry, e.nd commended 
to the people to be me.de to feel at home. 

Pe.stor J. E. Flegg prefaced his re• 
me.rka by reference to his marria~e at 
old "Keppel-street," and expressed the 
wish tbe.t the ma.rrie.ge of brother 
Easter e.od the Church here might be as 
happy as his own bad been. He de-
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scribed a. minister ae a. God-sent man, 
receivin~hiscommission from the Lord. 

Pa.stor R. Mutimer, of Brentford, in 
speaking, said: If yon want prosperity, 
pray; and in exhorta.tion from " The 
Lord Himself be with you a.II," showed 
how the presence of God wa.s worth 
eacrificing everything for. 

Pa.etor J. Parnell, of Stepney; Gib
bens, of Tottenham ; our old friend 
Mr. Burrows, and brother Gill, of 
Norwich,a.lsotook part in thea.fternoon 
meeting. 

The evening meeting, commencing at 
6.15. was presided over by Mr. W, R. 
Fricker, of Cha.dwell-street. Our old 
friend, Mr. Harold Cooper, of Bexhill, 
sought the Divine blessing in prayer. 

Mr. West, in welcoming the friends 
from other Churches who had come to 
join in these services, expressed a.ppre• 
ciation of the hearty response of the 
many brethren on the ple.tform, who in 
addition to the speakers were present to 
bid the new minister God-speed; a.nd 
read a communication from pastor E. 
Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, regretting 
inability to attend, and conveying fra
ternal regards and good wishes that 
much of the Divine blessing might be 
experienced on the new ministry. The 
speaker e.lso told of how he first bees.me 
acque.,nted with brother Easter. 

The cha.irme.n, who excelled in the 
conduct of a very full programme, 
emphe.si•ed the testimony as to the 
power of the Word when preached by 
Mr. Ea.ster at Cha.dwell-street, and with 
a. few appropriate remarks introduoed 
the first speaker, pastor R. E. Sea.re, of 
Cla.pha.m, who, in the course of his a.d
dress, spoke of the high esteem in which 
the late Che.rles Hill, of Stoke Ash, held 
onr new minister. 

Pa.stor T. Jones, of Weet Hill, We,nds
worth, spoke of the ministry b~ing a. 
burden le.id upon the heart by God, e.nd 
tha.t such a. ministry, ste.ying by the old 
truthP, e.nd ma.inta.ining the old la.nd
ma.rks, was the true a.poetolic euccession. 
He expressed the wish tha.t Mr. Ea.ster's 
a.dvent might be a. resurrection of 
epiritua.l power, tba.t dry bones might 
live, a.nd dead mtin he ra.ised into new• 
ness of life. 

Pa.stor Felle, of Highhury, in referring 
to the Chrietia.n na.me of the pa.stor, 
urged the tea.ching of Ja.mes, keeping 
clea.r of the bog of fa.ta.lism, for fa.ith 
without works 1e dea.d. 

Pa.etor J. Bush gra.ciouely •poke from 
"The ha.nd of the Lord is in this," In 
looking a.t second causes we lose sight 
of God's ha.nd. If God's hand is in thll 
ma.tter it will ste.nd. A messa.ge that 
stirred the hee.rts of the people we.s 
needed. 

Pastor W. H. Rose prefaced hie re
marks with the wish that the presidency 
of pastor E. White might be cha.ra.cterieed 
with many such ha.ppy settlements a.a 

the present one, and exhorted all from 
"Brethren, pray for us." An ideal must 
be ma.inta.ined in the ministry, involving 
the reproduction of the cha.ra.cter of 
Christ, the need of the unction of the 
Holy Spirit, the service rendered un
dimmed by ba.ee motive, conscience 
enterinlf into every pa.rt of the service 
of the Lord that reepomibilitiee be dis
charged faithfully. Hence the people, 
by the lever of united prayer, should 
be found lifting up, sustaining their 
pastor. 

Mr. I. R. Wa.kelin spoke of our financial 
need, which we.a hea.rtily responded to, 
the debt on _renovation of the building 
being cleared, 

Pa.etor H.J. Wilema.n deduced lessons 
from the words, " There w~e a. man sent 
of God named John," urging a. repro
duction of the ea.me intonee rea.lity and 
genuineness of character, John the 
Baptist being a. living protest a.ga.inet 
the eineof his time. 

Pastor Galley, of West Ha.m Lane 
Ta.berna.cle, gave a. stirring address from 
" I a.m not a.shamed of the Goepel of 
Christ." Few ea.y they a.re a.eha.med of 
J esue, but the best testimony was the 
effect on our own hearts-lifted up out 
of the deepest mire-turned from da.rk
neee into light-lost-saved; a.nd then 
spoke of the inimitable, incompa.ra.ble 
cha.ra.oter of the 1.1:ospel, a.nd that we 
were not only to be depositories of the 
truth but sharers out a.lso, to prosecute 
open-air work, in which the denomi
nation had shown so much la.ck in the 
pa.et. 

After a. few words of God-speed from 
pa.store Brown (of Pimlioo) and A. 
Steele (of Bermondsey), a.leo from Mr. 
Harold Cooper (of Bexbill) and Mr. F. 
J. Moule, pastor Ja.mes Easter appropri
ately responded to the many kind 
expressions, a.nd emphasised the exhorta.
tions of the several speakers. 

An enthusiastic meeting wa.e then 
broaght to a. close with a. few words 
from Mr .. Ling and Mr. Pickering. 

R E A D I N G (PBOVIDENCE).-On 
WedneRrla.y, May 11th, a. public meeting 
was held he,e to welcome into our midst 
oar beloved brother, Mr. J. Lambourne 
(late of Wa.rbore, Hunts.), a.sour pa.etor. 
Tea. was provided a.t 7 o'clock, thus 
a.ffording an opportunity for social 
intercourse. The meetinlt' was opened 
by singing hymn 760, "Come ye tha.t 
know a.nd fear the Lord." After reading 
a.nli prayer the Artiolee of Fa.ith were 
read out, which were heartily endorsed 
by our pa.•tor. We then listened with 
plea.sure to a brief history of our 
pastor's life, which he dealt with from 
three a.speots, viz. : Na.tura.l, Spiritual, 
a.nd Ministerial. We pra.y that God 
will own and riohly bless bis la.boars in 
our midst, and tb11>t the union thu• 
effected may reenlt in the upbuilding 
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of the Church, the conversion of sinners, 
and the honour and glory of His Name. 
Two or three of oar brethren then spoke 
word~ of welcome, and the meeting was 
olosed by singing the Doxology, in 
which everyone present heartily joined. 
C. WOODHAM. 

CHELMSFORD.-On Friday, April 
let, a public meeting was held in the 
evening to publicly acknowledge the 
goodness of the Lord to ns. In the 
Angnst and September of 1902 we oele• 
brated the centenary of the formation 
of this oanse of trnth, and at the 
September meeting a scheme was laid 
before our friends for the renovation of 
our chapel and eohoolroom, with the 
addition of a new pastor's vestry. The 
appeal made then was heartily re
sponded to, and since then the whole of 
the scheme bas been aooompliehed at a 
total cost of £320, the whole of whioh 
amonnt bas been received, and we, as a 
people, are out of debt. Therefore it 
was meet that we should thank the God 
of providence for inclining so many 
friends to give that whioh the Lord had 
given them, for eaye the Lord "The 
gold and silver are Mine." Of this 
amonnt our beloved pastor oolleoted 
£100, and had throughout the renovation 
helped in many ways. Hie services from 
time to time are appreoiated, and at this 
meeting he was presented with an 
illnminr.ted addresa. Praise the Lord. 

HOMERl'O~ ROW. 
TBE thirteenth anniversary of the 
pastor (S. T. Belober) was celebrated 
on April 10th r.nd 14th. The pr.stor 
preached on the Lord's-dr.y morning, 
and in the evening pr.stor 0. B. Dolbey, 
of the Surrey Tr.bernaole, delivered a 
faithful r.nd stirring sermon· from 
Rev. i. 3. 

On Tbnrsdr.y afternoon brother Mor• 
ling, of High Wycombe, preached a 
Obrist-exr.lting sermon from the words, 
•• Father, forgive them; for they know 
not whr.t they do I" (Lnke xxiii. 34). 

The evening meetinir wr.e ably pre• 
aided over by brother J. Porter Br.rradell. 
Brother W. Blaokwell, of Gorney-road, 
~trr.tford, sought the Divine blessing, 
r.nd some sonnd r.nd profitable addresses 
were delivered by brethren Morling, on 
" Obrist the Tree of Life ; " Sr.pey 
(Soho), on "Christ the Righteous 
8ranoh;" Jeffs, on "Obrist the True 
Vine ; " Marsh, on "It is the Lord: let 
Him do whr.t seemeth Him good ; " and 
Elnaugh (for the pr.stor), on "Jesus 
Obrist the Fruitful Bongh." 

The meeting altogether wr.s ooe of 
the best we hr.ve had, but a lamentable 
l!Adness pervaded it. Our pastor and 
his beloved wife were both r.bsent 
through illness. We had seen our pr.stor 
the previous evening in good spirits, 
and apparently jl'reatly improved in 

health. Oar surprise, therefore, was 
grer.t when, on the day or the meeting, 
we were told that be had again been 
stricken low. Trnly, " God's ways are 
not our ways." 

We also greatly missed the presence 
of our two aged aud higbly esteemed 
deacons, brethren Haines and B11ormore, 
owing to their great age and infirmity. 
For upwards of fifty years they have 
held office, and had the deepest interest 
in the Cause at Homerton Row, and one 
or both have always been at the meet• 
ing~, bat on this occasion there seemed 
a great blank : we miss their faces 
muob. Mr.y God bless them in their 
lr.tter days, and give them patience to 
endure to the end. 

The oolleotions for the dr.y were good, 
r.nd our sincere thr.nks are due to 
brother Br.rrr.dell for his handsome 
contribution, and also for bis oolleotion 
made amongst the friends at Hill-street, 
to each and all of whom we desire our 
heartiest thanks. The total amount 
from all sources was £98, which enabled 
our pastor to take further rest and 
change at the seaside with his beloved 
wife. We trust they will both have 
reoeived permanent good. H. B. 

CROYDON (SALEM, WINDMILL· 
BOAD).-Pastor T, N. Hugheij' fourth 
anniveroary wr.a celebrated on the 29th 
and 31st of May, the pastor preaching 
on the Sunday. On the Tuesday Mr. 
Jarvis delivered a profitable discourse 
npon Aots viii. 5. At the evening meet
ing Mr. Oatohpole presided, and opened 
b}" reading Psalm xlvi. Prayer wa~ 
offered by Mr. Savill, after wlliob the 
chairman made some u:oellent remark~ 
on Heb. xl. 27. The pastor briefly re
viewed the year's werk, after which 
brethren Beecher and J. E. FlegR" gave 
addresses, which were much enjoyed. 
The day being very wet the attendance 
was not large, but to those present it 
was a season of refreshing. We were 
cheered by the presence of many friends 
from the sister Ohnrob at Derby-road. 
The oolleotlons were good.-T. ALCORN, 
Seoretary. 

OROWFIELD.-After having been 
without a Sunday-sobool for many year.; 
an effort was made twelve months ago 
to gather the ohildren, and the good 
work has been or.rried on since then. 
On the l.'ith of May the anniversary wa; 
celebrated, and we were cheered thereby. 
Mr. Cordle, of Ohelmondiston, preaobe,t 
morning and evening very prolita.bly. 
In the afternoon our brother presided 
over the ohildren's meeting, several 
portions of Scripture were reoited, an,! 
an address was given by Mr. Cordle to 
teachers, pr.rents, and scholars. We 
were favonred with a good company 
and good oolleotions.-ONE WHO WA~ 
THERE. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES OF 
·'SUCCOTH," RUSHDEN, AND 

CENTENARY CELEBRATION. 
SERVICES of e.n interesting ohe.racter 
were held at the above place of worship 
on Whit-Snnde.y and Tnesde.y. 

On Sunday the preacher was Mr. E. 
Roe, the pastor of the chapel, and good 
congrel!'&tions assembled e.t both the 
morning and evening services. The 
s11bject chosen by the pastor for the 
morninll discourse was "The faithful
ness of God," and in the evening" The 
vrotcction of God to His Chnroh." 

A united eervice was held in the 
chapel on Tuesday afternoon, when e. 
large conl!'regation assembled for the 
purpose of hearing e.n address from Mr. 
J. E. Flegg, of London. They were 
gathered together, he said, to take part 
in the centenary eervioes of that chapel. 
Many of the worshippers had passed 
away dnring- that time, and those pre
sent conld not remember the opening; 
bnt how many conld bless God for the 
good they had l!'&ined within these 
walls ! They could not help thinking 
of the progress that had been made 
when they compared the blind, snver
stitions worship of the priest of the 
past with the pure and simple Bible 
worship that they enjoyed at the pre
sent period. At the present time there 
were a.round them those who would 
sweep those truths-the snbstitationary 
death of J esns Christ and the glorioas 
fact of the resarreotion that preceded 
the ascension-away, but until they 
were shown something better than what 
they now poosessed they would 01JI1tinue 
to bold fast to those trntbs. Men were 
continually pazzling over the question, 
"How were the multitudes to be 
gathered in 1" but this conld only be 
done by the power which the apostles 
possessed, and which was working just 
the same in their own time. 

A snooessfnl tea followed the after
noon meeting, over 100 sitting down to 
an excellent spread in the sohoolroom, 
presided over by lady members of the 
congregation. 

EVENING GATHERING, 
A la.rge nnmber attended the publio 

meeting e.t six o'clook, at wbioh Pastor 
E. lioe presided, supported by Mr. J. E. 
Flel!'g (London), Mr. F. C. Burgess 
{Clifton), Mr. J. Hazleton (St. Neots), 
Mr. W. Jarman (lrthlin~borough), Mr. 
B. Cox (America), and Mr. J. Bennett. 

At the evening service tbe following 
account was given by the Seorete.ry. 

Twelve persons left the Old B&_P~ist 
Meeting House and gatber~d fo~ d1vme 
worship. They had supplies till Mr. 
Chas. Drawbridge, whose name 'l'!"'s 
afterwards inseparably boand up with 
Rnshden was led to them. Mr. Draw
bridge w~s born in Lond?n in 1805._ In 
his youthful days be evinced oons1der-

able ability, and through the infl.oenoe 
of a friend of the family he was intro
duced to Queen Anne's Foundation 
Sohool. where his masterly intellect 
soon plaoed him e.t the bead of bi~ 
ole.sses. Converted under the ministra
tions of a Mr. Church, and turning his 
thoughts to the ministry, he preached 
with acceptance in many parts of the 
metropolis. After visiting and pree.oh
ing at Raunds, he was asked to preaoh 
for the "Old Baptists" at the "Top 
Meeting" (now Park-road Baptist 
Chnrch), and did so on a week evening. 
on the words," Remember the battle, do 
no more" (Job xii. 8). He was after
wards invited to the" Bottom Meeting" 
(Sucoothli, and became the pastor there 
in 1826. The snpport given to him was 
of an interesting character. No stated 
salary was paid, bnt ·one fonnd him 
lodgings, another bread, another meat, 
etc., so that he had no lack. 

Mr. Drawbridge was a man of fine 
physique and handsome e.ppee.ranoe, 
with a powerful voice and great 
physioal strength. "In addition to tbie 
God blessed him with a powerfnl, active 
brain and devoted spirit. He was fervent 
in prayer, enerietio in delivery, olear in 
logio, unflinob1ngly sound in doctrinal 
trnth, and a determined foe to error of 
wbat .. ver kind. Conseqnently he we.s 
despised by workmonj!'ersl-... Ritnalists, 
Papists, and all saoh." 11e was an 
author of no mean order, pnblishing 
"Preoious Jewels," and poetry in 
ve.rione magazines. He resided at 
Wellingborough, driving over to RllBh• 
den to preach morning and evening to 
crowded congregations drawn from 
miles ronnd, and then driving baok to 
leoture e.t Wellingborough in the even
ing. The obapel had already been 
enlargea in 1825, and ~tirring ti~es were 
witnessed at the baptismal serv1oes held 
from time to time. 

On New Year's Day, 1862, after two 
sermons by Mr. Draw bridJe, oolleotione 
were taken for the bnild1ng fund, and 
on Good Friday of the same year the 
thanks of the oommittee and frienda 
were gi\'en to Geo. Burnham, E~q., of 
Wellingborough, "for hie noble1 
generous, and kind oonduot displayea 
in the matter of signing the deed of 
oonveyanoe of reoently purobased honee• 
hold property and land, designed to be 
need for the enlargement of the chapel 
for the aooommodation of the inoreas
ing oongregatlon," The re-building &;'Id 
enlargement of the ohapel were carried 
throul!'h in three months, and whilst 
building operations were being carried 
on the people met for worship in a large 
barn on the site of the present Midland
road station. The opening servioes of 
the now obapel were celebrated on Jnly 
28th 1864. Mr. Drawbridge himself 
wiote of the openiD!f: "The 1ail and 

I road sent an army of living folks to thla 
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highly favoured spot from the surround• 
ing shires of Bedford, Buckingham, 
Huntingdon, Nottingham, and War
wiok. People flocked a.e doves to their 
windows." Thrice the ohapel was 
orowded to overflowing. Mr. James 
Wells preached in the morning from 
the words: "And the temple of God 
was opened in Heaven, and there wae 
seen in His temple the ark of His testa
ment ; and there were lightnings and 
voices, and thunderingP, and an earth
quake, and great hail" (Rev. xi. 19). In 
Ghe afternoon he based.his remarks upon 
the 12th verse of the 6th chapter of 
Solomon's Song: " Or ever I wa.e aware 
my soul made me like the ohs.riots of 
Ammi-nadil." Mr. Drawbridge preached 
in the evening from Isaiah iv. 5: "And 
the Lord will create upon every dwell
ing-place of Mount Zion, and upon her 
assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, 
and the shining of the flaming lire by 
night: for upon all the glory shall be a 
defence." The prooeeds of the day 
amounted to £68 7s, 3d. On July 27th, 
1865, Mr. Welle again preached morning 
and afternoon to very large congrega
tions, and Mr. Drawbridge in the even
ing, the collections being £34. On Good 
Friday, 1866, special servioes were held, 
Mr. Drawbridge oonduoting thre11 ser
vices of a most stirriDJt oharaoter, the 
proJeede of the day bemg £22 4s. On 
July 26th of the same year "Mr. Jae. 
Wells was cordially welcomed with the 
glad tidings of riob, free, and eovereil\'D 
grace. Tbe morning and afternoon d1s
oourees were redolent with the grel\t 
Redeemer's name. At night Mr. Draw
bridge was helped to dwell upon God's 
reooguition of Nineveh-the people's 
oonversion-God's satiefaotion and 
meroy-and Jonah's dissent from God." 
The prooeeds of this day were £90 17s. 

Mr. Drawbridge oontinaed his 
ministry for over 40 years, and then for 
about four years hie olosing days were 
clouded by affliction. His robust oon
ijtitution broke up rapidly, and a disease 
of the Ii ver alfeoted his head, so as to 
beolond his reason. But during his 
affliction his hearing remained very 
qniok, and if at any time he heard 
triende disoouraing upon Soripture he 
would tell them at once where the 
passage was to be found. "As he lived, 
so he died." "He lived a life of faith 
upon the Son of God ; he oalmly fell 
a.eleep in Jesus. He knew a q aarter of 
an hour before that the end was near, 
for to hie attendant be said, laying bis 
hand upon bis ohest, ' It is all over now; 
I shall soon be gone,' and in peace be 
entered into rest." He died on 
November 26th, 1871, leaviD!f a widow 
and one daughter to mourn bis loss. He 
was buried in Wellingborough Cemetery 
on Thursday, November 30th, 1871, by 
Mr. Lea.oh, of Swavesey. Mr. Lea.eh 
slso prea.ohed a.t Succoth Cha.pal on 

Sunda.y, December 3rd, in the morning 
from Psalm oxv.3, a.nd in the afternoon 
from Rev. vii. 9, Mr. A. J. Ma.rgerum 
preaching in the evening from l John 
iii. 33. 

Following Mr. Drawbridge the 
pa.etora.te wa.s filled by Mr. Ba.ker about 
1868, Mr. Lee 1873, and Mr. Pung 1878. 
On Febrna.ry 3rd in the la.et-named year 
a Sa.bba.th School wa.s started for the 
first time in conneotion with the pince, 
opening with 33 sobola.rs a.nd 10 teachers. 
For ten yea.re the work wa.s carried on 
under diffioulties with respect to scboo 
a.ccommoda.tion, but by 1890 the Sunda.y
school and ola.ss-rooms ha.d been erected, 
and as many as 150 soholars, with 25 
teaobers, ha.ve been on the books at one 
time. Since the forma.tion of the school 
664 sobola.rs ba.ve passed through it, and 
a.t the present time there a.re 77 sohola.rs 
and 19 tea.chere. About 1878 the Young 
People's Bible-ola.ss wa.s oommenoed, 
and has been continued with good 
results. Amongst those taking great 
interest in it was the late Mr. Samuel 
Knight, junr., who wa.e a.rohiteot for the 
eobool, and left £10 for the funds of the 
chapel at his death. A Band of Hope 
wa.s formed in 1880. and bas sinoe been 
vigorously oarried on. 

About 1885 Mr. Morley became pasto 
of the Church, being suooeeded in 1892 
by Mr. Palmor. In 1893 the front of the 
oha.pel ,vas renovated, the porch and 
steps were removed and the spacious 
entrance to the ohapel being built at a 
ooet of £400. Mr. J. Crook beoame the 
pastor in 1898, hut in 1902 11, regretta.ble 
division aroRe in the Cburob, with the 
result tha.t several of the mem hers 
followed Mr. Crook and built a ohapel 
now known as "Zion" 811,ptist Cha.pal. 
During "the Fire" of 1901 buildings 
were destroyed a.ll around, but the 
obapel "stood a.s a witness of God's 
providence and care towards us." On 
August 22nd, 1901, the Churoh disbanded 
and re-formed, Mr. F. G. Burgess oon
duoting the initiation service on 
November 6th, 

The Churoh continued to have 
"supplies" till Mr. E. Roe, of March, 
prea.ohed before the Ohuroh 11,nd con
gregation in June, 1903, receiving 11,n in
vita.tion in July to supply the pastorat~ 
for six months, beirinning iu Janu11,ry, 
1904. On March 21st, however, 11,t a 
Cburoh meeting, it wa.s unanimously 
deoided to invite him to aooept the 
settled pa.storate, nnd this invitation 
was aooepted. 

CARLTON, BEDS. -The Sunday
sobool, in oonneotion with the Old 
Baptist Meeting-house at Carlton, held 
their anniversary services on Lord's
da.y, May 15th, when two sermons were 
prea.ohed by putor J. T. Peters, of 
Whittlesea, who also gave an a.ddress to 
the ohildren in the afternoon. The 
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weather was beautifally fine
1 

the 
ohildren's singing much enJoyed, 
teaobers were encouraged, and a spirit 
of praise and gratitude prevailed 
throughout the day. Friends came from 
neighbouring Churches, and the time
honoured l!&nctnary was again filled. 
That the Lord may be pleased speedily 
to send an under-shepherd, and com
mand the'' showers of blessing," is the 
prayer of-J. T. P. 

EL THAM. - Whit-Sunday and 
Monday were red letter days in the 
history of the little Church here. Hither
to its services had been carried on under 
considerable disadvantages in the Meet
ing-room in the High-street. Now a 
rnbstantial and attractive house of 
prayer bas been erected in Balce.skie
roe.d, worthy in every we.y of the saored 
cause to which it is dedicated. The 
atte.inment of a permanent chapel had 
heen the ambition of the Eltham 
Aaptists ever since the formation of the 
Church, some 21 years ago. With the 
Fettlement of Mr. Samuel Banks as 
pe.stor, about nine years and-a-half ago, 
matters began to shape themselves, and 
t~e generous gift of a site by Miss 
Kennard, of ~ew Eltham. led to the 
work being taken in band. Four 
mem!lrial stones were laid on January ; 
19th last, by Miss Kennard, General Sir 
William Stirling, K.C.B., Mr. Thomas 
Green, deacon of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
and Mr. C. B. Banks, in memory of the 
late revered and beloved C. Waters Banks 
(the Founder and Editor of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL). The chapel oost 
.£ 1,700, and will seat about 250. The 
opening services commenced on Sunday, 
when the 21st anniversary of the Church 
waR also observed. In the morning 
Pastor R. E. Sears (of Clapham 
Jnnction) preached from Pea. xxix. 9, 
'' In His temple doth every one speak of 
His glory," and in the eveninll' Pastor 
E. White (of Enon, Woolwioh, and 
President of the Metropolitan Striot 
Baptist Association), spoke on Haggai ii. 
7, "And I fill this house with glory, 
s .. ith the Lord of hosts." On Monday 
morning a good congregation aseem bled, 
when Rev. F. Ceoil Lovely (of St. John's, 
Bexley), preaohed a soholarly sermon 
from the same text as Pastor R. E. 
Sears bad taken the previous morning. 
A goodly number of friends stayed to 
lunch, which was served in a large 
-marque, erected in the chapel grounds. 
A praise and prayer service followed, 
conducted by the Pastor, when prayer 
was offered by Pastor W. Tooke {late of 
Clare), and Mr. T. G. C. Armetrong (New 
Croes), and an address given by Pastor 
H.J. Wileman (of De.ore-park). This 
was suooeeded by a sermon preached by 
Pastor W. H. Rose (Carmel, Woolwioh), 
to a full ooogregation. Tea and publio 
.meeting followed, presided over by Mr. 

F. J. Catchpole (New Cross), treasurer 
of the Building Fund. Churoh and 
financial reports were given by the 
Pastor and Mr. E. G. Greenway, the 
finance secretary, and addresses by Mr. 
John Piggott L.C.C. (of Bexley). and 
Pastors C. A. Guy (of Gravesend), R. E. 
Sears, W. Tooke, E.W. Flegjl.' ( of Bexley 
Heath), W. H. Rose. and E. West (of 
Erith). or the .£1,700 outlay, nearly 
~I,200 h_ad been realized prior to open
Ing services, and the collections at the 
opening services produced about .£30, 
and in addition, the Chairman at the 
evening meeting handed in .£37 12~. 2d., 
including the fourth instalment of .£25, 
and a oheque for .£10 from Mrs. E. 
Catchpole, senr. Promises amounting 
to .£80 were also made, so that there only 
remains a debt of .£400, a loan for which 
free of interest has been J!"ranted 
by the Metropolitan Strict Baptist 
Association. The baptistry was opened 
on the following Thursday evening, 
when the pastor had the joy of 
immersing two believers. On June 7th 
and 8th, _ll_y permission of the officers, a 
Sale of Work· was held at Zion, New 
Crose, and proved very successful. M re. 
J. Kennard (of New Eltham), opened 
the Sa.le on both de.ye, supported by the 
p:i.stor, Mr. S. Banks, Mr•. Banks, Mrs. 
l''. J. Catchpole, Mrs. Armstrong, Miss 
Stringer, and others. The stalls were 
tastefully arranged and well attended, 
tbe result being over :ll.42. A vote of 
thanks to the Church for the uae of the 
ball was accorded, and Mr. T. G. C. 
Armstrong, in acknowledging the same, 
mentioned that thirty-five years ago 
when residing at Mottingham near 
Eltham, he opened hie house as a Baptist 
preaching station, and considered that 
we.a the first starting of a Baptist Cause 
in Eltham. 

C(,APHAM, REROD0TH CHAPEL, 
BEDFORD· BOAD, looked invitingly 
bright on the afternoon of Whit
Monday, May 23rd when spocial ser
vices commemorated the long continued 
labours of our brother, William Waite, 
the esteemed minister. An encouraging 
congregation listened with kindly 
attention to a sermon from W. Jeyes 
Styles, who incidentally observed that 
he last preached from that pulpit thirty
three years ago, during the pastorate of 
our long deceased friend Fothergill, of 
Croydon. A pleasant hour was spent at 
the tea-table, and at the subeequent 
meeting bright and appropriate ad
dresses were delivered by brethren J. E. 
Flegg, J. Parnell, A. E. Brown; oar 
genial friend, Henry Clark, of Chatham
road Chapel, Wandsworth Common, 
ably presiding, The pastor's statement 
of the progress and prospeote of the 
Cause oommenoed in a tone of sadneee 
at the contrast between the past and 
the present, for the Inroads ot death, 
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and oha.nges, ma.ny and inevita.ble, ha.d 
left vaoant seats in the little sa.notna.ry ; 
yet the ever-living Redeemer, in the 
grace a.nd glory ol His promised a.nd 
perpetual preaenoe, strnok the key-note 
ol a gla.d prean ol hope for days yet to 
come. 

"He lives, th' Almighty Saviour lives. 
What joy the blest &S81ll'aDCe gives I" 

-J. H. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDENCE). - On 
Sunday, May 15th, Mr. H. G. Polley 
preached here, the ocoasion being the 
45th anniversary of the S1mday-school. 
'fhe oongregations were la.rge; and the 
sermons much a.pprecia.ted. In the 
arternoon a.n a.ddreas wa.s given to the 
children. Special hymns were sung. 
On the.followingda.y the ohildren were 
ga.thered in Sawpit Meadow (kindly 
lent by Mr. W. S. Goodchild) for their 
annual treat. A very enjoyable day 
was spent, a.nd ere we left the children 
were gathered, a.nd heartily we sa.ng 
•· Praise God from whom a.11 blessings 
flow." 

MARCH. - Anniversary services, 
which we.re largely attended, were held 
on Lord's Day, June l2Lb, when two 
sermons were preocbed by Mr. Juli. 
The se"ices were continued on the 
Tuesday, when Mr. Bush preached 
morning and evening, a.nd Mr. R. E. 
Sears in the afetrnoon. Total proceeds 
for the two days, :£45 lOs. The pastor, 
B. J. N orthfi.eld, at the close referred to 
the anniYenary as a very aucce1sful one, 
and wished visitors and all God's 
bleasing in eeparating. 

HIGHBURY (Pnov10E!!cE). -The 
forty-seaond anniveraary of the Sunday 
School wu celebrated on Lord's Day, 
June l~tb. Suitable sermons wero 
preaohed by Pastor Frank Fells in the 
morning from Eccles. xi. G; Lhe evening, 
l Kings x. 7. An address wa■ delivered 
in the afternoon to the children and 
friends by P "8tor E. Mitchell, from 
Prov. J:Yi. ~O, and we are sure it will 
live in our memories. tlpeoial hymn■ 
were beantifully sung by the !cllolar■, and 
exaellent congregatioas B111embled at 
each eenice. On Tueaday afternoon, 
Pastor James Easter preached from Pea. 
lxx:u. 8, direding his remarks more 
especially to teachers. W. S. Millwood, 
Kaq., kindly presided at the evening 
meeting ; a very encouraging report w1u 
read, and helpful addresses were de
livered by Brethren Wablin, Ari:n1trong 
and Easter. The eveot of the meeting 
wa■ the mark of eateem which was mani
fe■ted to Mr. H. Adams, who for 21 
years has held the office of 1uperinten-

dent. The chairman most gTaciously 
presented our brother with a. handsome 
marble time,piece on beba.lf of the 
Oommittee, Teachers, a.nd Scholars. 
The insoriptiou is aa follows:-

" Presented as a token of loving esteem 
to Mr. H. Adams by the Com
mittee, Teachers, and S~bolan of 
Pr0\0 idence Baptist Cbapel Sunday 
School, Highbnry, N., on the 21st 
anniversary.of hie superintendency. 
-June 14th, 1904." 

Our brother was quite taken by sur
prise, and feelingly responded, his heart 
-being too full to say much. ~lay our 
brother be spa.red many years to labour 
in the Ma.ster's cause. Prizes and 
Sunday Scho~l Union certificates were 
distributed. The Pastor proposed a 
vote of thanks to the ehairman and all 
helper11; this was seconded by Brother 
White. We all realised that we had 
spent a very happy time at God's 
House. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
N11:w Annual S11bsoriptions of 7a., lOJ,, 
and Ha. are urgently needed. In re
sponse to the generous offer of B. 
Densham, Esq., the requisite list has 
been ma.de up, and the Speoial Donation 
so kindly promised ha.s been sent, but it 
is earnestly hoped that none or the 
Sooiety'a friends will alaok11n their 
efforts still further to e.ngment this 
essential part of the regular inoome, 
whioh falls far Phort or the ,1!42 daily 
required to meet all olaims Upon the 
Institution. 1,676 pensioners, in all 
parts or the Kingdom, are now upon the 
books. .. • • The Annivernrieij of the Sooiety and 
Homes have been enoouraging, the 
attende.noes were sa.tietaotory, aud a 
spiritual tone pervaded the sermons and 
speeohes. The sermon in St, Stephen's 
Churoh, Colemsn-street, City, by Mr. 
Ormiston, from John vi. 37, was listened 
to with profit and pleasure by a large 
oon1rregation, and the olatms of the 
Sooiety were ably a.dvooated. . . . 

The Camberwell Asylum oommemo
rated its 69th Anniversary on June 9th. 
The attenda.noe was the larjlest for •ome 
years past. Mr. W, Sykes, ot Sheffield, 
preaohed an exoellent sermon in the 
afternoon. Tea. was provided ; and in 
the evening Mr. W, Vinson. J.P., pre
sided over the meeting. Useful and 
epiritnal addressee were given by MeasrP. 
W. J. Styles, W. Sykes, 0. S. Dolbey, 
T. Bra.dbury, and G. Creasey, Among 
those 11resent were Messrs. Boulde11, 
Green, Parka, Clayton, Rundell, and 1'. 
Carr. 
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In three year's time the Centenary of 
the Society's foundation will (D.V.) be 
commemorated,and it has been suggested 
that a Fund be raised sufficient to make 
all the Homes, and the Funds connected 
with them, self-supporting, thus en
abling the Committee to concentrate 
their energies in future years upon the 
urgent work of npbuilding and develop
ing the pensions. In view of this im
portant event in the history of the 
Society, special gifts will be thankfully 
received. • • • 

"We shall be taken care of to the very 
end, for His promises will last longer 
than we do, and not one of them fails," 
said a pensioner to a visitor, thus ex
pressing a truth which the Committee, 
as well as the recipients, have experi
enced for many years. Upon the 
Society's foundation principles as ex
pressed in its Trust Deed, the work is 
carried on, and the Committee, by the 
help of God, are resolved never to swerve 
from them, maintaining the Institution 
in atrict accordance with its constitu
tion, for the benefit of the Lord's poor 
and aged people, and for them only, 
recoi:-nizing no denominational names, 
but emphasising the possession of vital 
godliness as the one spiritual qualifica-
tion. ••• 

The helpers of the Lord's aged poor 
little know what fervent thankfulness 
often burns in hearts made glad by 
their bounty I It is no light thing to 
have the prayers and blessings of those 
who fear the Lord, and by the grace of 
the Kini(, His promised welcome will 
one day be given to all who have for 
His sake remembered Bis poor. "Unto 
one of the least"-" Unto Me." 

WANDSWORTH COMMON (CHAT· 
HAIi! ROAD).-The 9th Anniversary 
Services held on June 19th and 21st 
were very happy and profitable seasons. 
On Tuesday arternoon, Mr. E. Mitchell 
preached au encouroging discourse, nnd 
at the public meeting held in the even
ing Mr. Geo. Appleton ably presided, 
an,! addresses were given hy brethren 
Beecher, Mitchell, Fells o.nd A. Andrews. 
We hope to give a more extended report 
in our nPxt. iR1=1.ne. 

EMMA M0RLING. 
"Them that sleep in Jeans will God 

bring with Him." On Sunday, May_l6, 
Emma, the beloved wife of John Mor
ling, fell on sleep. For some time past 
her health had been failing. It was 
found needful to undergo serious opera
tions; but her strength failed her, and 
the end speedily oame. In her childhood 
days she attended the Sunday-school at 
Zoar Chapel, I pewich, then, like many, 
left to go anywhere or nowhere. Being 

induoed to aooompany a friend to wit
ness a baptizing at •• Zoar," she felt a 
desire to continue to attend there, and 
was brought to feel a concern about her 
soul. Hearing the then pastor, Josiah 
Morlin11:, preaoh from " Unto rou there
fore, who believe, He is precious," she 
was brought to realise her interest in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and was baptized 
by him 28 years ago. She became a 
teacher in the Sunday-school, and 
several have testified that her teaching 
was made a blessing to them. After 
some years, she, with her husband, was 
in the order of providence removed to 
London • and for eight years they 
occupied the position of caretakers at 
the Surrey Tabernacle, where the 
ministry of the pastor, Mr. 0. 8. Dolbey, 
was very much appreciated and enjoyed. 
But during that period she was brought 
again into great soul-trouble and bond
age. While she was passing through 
that fiery ordeal, Mr. J, Rundle, one of 
the honoured deacons at the Taberuaole, 
was on one occasion speaking of the 
Lord eettin~ Hie hand a second time to 
His work, 1n which he portrayed her 
soul's condition, which was a great en
couragement; but she was brought oat 
of that state of darkness and bondage 
throu,h hearinf Mr. Dolbey preach 
from ' 0 Danie I a man greatly be
loved." During her last illness she was 
favoured to stay herself upon her 
covenant God, and made special allusion 
to Psalm xxiii.," Though I walk through 
the valley ... I will fear no evil." To 
brother Chi! vers, the pastor of Bethesda 
Chapel, Ipswich (they had returned to 
Ipswich) she expressed herself as resting 
on the Lord, and feared no evil. All 
was well. Her mortal remains were 
interred in the cemetery at Ipswich, 
when a number of friends were gathered 
together. Brother Chi! vern read a 
portion of the Word, and spoke kindly 
words to the sorrowing husband; and 
Josiah Morling (of High Wyoombe, 
brother of the husband of the deceased), 
aooording to her own req neat, committed 
the body to the grave, specially referring 
to the resurrection as a glorious reality. 
May our covenant God greatly comfort 
the sorrowing husband is our earnest 
prayer. 

MRS. ELIZABETH OSBORN. 
Though from early days our friend 

was a frequenter of the sanctuary, it 
was not until she was nearly 50 years of 
age that she realised her own interest. 
This was in connection with a sermon 
preached at Abbotts Langley by Mr. 
Rickett. She was subsequently baptized 
at Ebenezer Chapel, 1'ring, and con
tinued from that time in membership 
with the Church there. She was bleat 
above many, and a most constant 
attendant at the services. She was at 
chapel on the last Sunday in March, 
and, after a few days' illness, passed 
away in her 90th year. 



NO SEA IN HEAVEN-A METRICAL HOMILY.• 
BY w. JEYES STYLES. 

'"And there was no more sea."-Rev. xxi.·1. 

HEAVEN, wondrous word! A wealth of grace revealing 
.To saints who sojourn in this world of pain ; 

Heaven, glorious thought, like music softly stealing 
From some far hill-side, o'er a distant plain. 

Heaven, whose brightness through euth's shadows beaming 
Shines on the pilgrim who has still to roam, 

Like yonder taper from a casement gleaming 
T' inspire the traveller with the light of home. 

Yet, little know we. Much conspires to pinion 
The mind that would to contemplation rise ; 

And none can say where in the King's dominion, 
The distant city of the free-born lies :~ 

Or, what its restfulness, what its re-union, 
ItB benisons, and its immunities, 

Its ceaseless service, and its high communion, 
Its "solemn troops and sweet societies." 

Great must their joy be, who beyond the river, 
Have through its snrges reached that blissful shore ; 

And left this weary world of sin for ever, 
To want, to wander and to weep no more. 

Great is their joy-for there no hearts are sma1•1,ing, 
No surcharged bosoms heave with mournful sighs ; 

Woe comes not there, nor change, nor pain, nor parting, 
. No sorrow dims the lustre of their eyes. 

Misunderstandings rise not there, to sever 
The leal and loving servants of the Lord ; 

In high and holy fellowship for ever, 
They dwell in unity and sweet accord. 

They need no candle's feeble, flick'ring glimmer, 
When the shades gather at the close of day ; 

For there, the clear light never groweth dimmer, 
Or into night's doll darkness fades away. 

• The above 'which was sug!(ested by Mrs. Alexander's" I Sh11ll ho So.tisfifd," 
then very popula~), was written at Ventnor, in 1868, and published in August, 
1876, in the GosP.&:L HERALD, of whioh the writer was, at that time, Editor .. h 
pleased many readers, and as the Author has been freque_n~ly asked to reprint 
it. it i-1 now given with a few emendations and the add1t1on _of soven versos 
which were previously omitted. It ma.y prove opportune, espec1ally to such e.s 
spend part of the" holiday-month," by the sea-side. 

VoL. LX. AUGUST, 1904. Q 
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They have no Temple, or the aids extraneous 
Oft called-for here, ere we our songs can raise ; 

Their life is worship, and in hymns spontaneous 
The Son of God unceasingly they praise. 

No problems strange will there come to perplex them. 
Within those holy gates temptations cease. 

No sinful thoughts, oo doubts, no fears will vex them, 
Or break their long and never-ruffled peace . 

.And there they see the Saviour iu His glory, 
Not aa He was, but" as He is" above; 

And 'twill be theirs ever to sing the story 
Of sov'reign, rich, free and unchanging love. 

Yet. as at times, with joyous awe we ponder 
Upon each promise of felicity, 

'Tis hard tu grasp the mystic fact-that yonder, 
In that bright world, "There shall be no more sea." 

For O ! we've loved the grand old restless ocean 
Whate'er the changeful aspect that it wore ; 

And startling, sadd'ning, almost seems the notion 
That in the Homeland 'twill exist no more. 

We love it, when night merges into morning, 
As the sky glimmers with the light of day ; 

And the first sunbeams herald in the dawning, 
And gleam upon its clear and glitt'ring spray. 

We love to watch it in the sombre twilight, 
Tinged with the royal Sun's last farewell beams; 

We love it in the calm of placid midnight, 
When the moon's lustre fr,.nR its surface gleams. 

We love to watch the angry tide-waves crashing, 
We love the thunder of its awful roar; 

We love to hear it surging, swelling, splashing, 
W.) love it as it ripples on the shore. 

We watch it, and our spirits leap with gle.dneBB, 
Though crushed and saddened oft by care and pain ; 

We gaze, and Lo, we lose awhile our sadness, 
The freshness of the past comes back again. 

Hence comes the cry," 0 for some wise suggestion, 
T' elucidate what seems so strange to be, 

Some simple answer to the oft-asked question-
' Why ? How? this statement God's own truth can be.'" 

Is it a phrase poetic, dimly telling 
In words that half conceal and half disclose 

One of the glories of our future dwelling, 
Where sorrow never " breaks the long repose ? " 

It may thus be a metaphor, expressing 
The placid stillneBB, the unchanging joy ; 

The holy calmneBB of the land of blessing, 
Where all the ransomed perfect peace enjoy. 
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For the gre.it, swelling, surging, stormy ocean, 
Pertarbance and disquiet mast suggest; 

And thus this wild arena of commotion 
May be symbolic of prolonged unrtst. • 

Then the prediction may be given us, to teach us 
• That neither pain, nor tears, nor woe, nor care, 

Nor trials, nor temptations e'er shall reach us, 
When byJHis grace our final home is there.• 

And yet, perchance, the wiser explanation 
Might be to take the words as simply true ; 

That after earth's grand, final renovation, 
When the Creator shall make all things new ; 

After the great and awful conflagration-
For purged by fire this sin-stained world must be, 

To fit it for a lasting habitation-
It may be true "there shall be no more sea." t 

For oh, so much anxiety and sadness 
Associate themselves with the great sea, 

That it seems fitting in that world of gladness, 
That thBre no ocean-waters found will be. 

No @ea-but the pore crystal river, flowing 
From out the throne of God and of the Lamb, 

On whose bright banks, with heavenly rapture glowing, 
Will gather all that love Christ's holy name :-

But there shall be no sea whose bitter water~, 
Though bright and sparkling be their feathered spray, 

But mock the wants of Adam's sooEi and daughters, 
And never can our mortal thirst allay. 

No sea-ports, none that look with tearful eyes on 
Departing friends waitin~ to wave adieu ; 

Then gazing on the distant, dim horizon 
Until the vessel is quite lost to view. 

No wide and blank expanse of sea to sever 
The loved and loving nevermore to meet : 

They shall be reunited there and ever, 
The Father's great home-circle be complete. 

No ocean highway, and no ships conveying 
From distant continents their various wares ; 

No merchants on whose anxious hearts are weighing 
The life-long burden of commercial cares. 
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• Thie view is advocated by the Bishop of Ripon, Dr. W. Boyd Carpenter
who, in the "New Testament Commentary for English Readers," expresses hie 
judgment thit the reference to the Sea is here symbolic, and that It Is a referenoe 
to the future peace of God's people, who will be delivered from the waves of this 
sinful world. 

t Thie is the view of Albert Barnes, who conoeives the Idea to be "that the 
whole world will be habitable and no part given up to the wastes of oceans." 
See his Notes on the Revelation. 
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Not long drawn lines of battle ships, resounding 
With the fierce turmoil and the din of war, 

While on the ocean echoing and reRounding, 
The cannon's thunder mingles with its roar. 

No struggling swimmers overcome and dying, 
Never again the wished-for land to reach ; 

No bloated corpses on its surface lying, 
Then thrown at last upon the shingly beach. 

Within its dark, unfathomed caves reposing, 
The bones of many of our race must stay 

'Till the great trumpet, Time's long cycles closing, 
Awakes the echoes of the Judgment Day. 

Then-oh, strange wonder,-the weird signal heeding 
Th' .Archangel'!! voice even the sea will own, 

And from its bed in volumes vast receding, 
Give up its dead to stand before the throne. 

But who shall picture that great day's dread dawning
The joy triumphant of the ransomed host-

The first glad songs of heaven's eternal morning
The low, sad wail of the for ever lost. 

Ah! Faith's farseeing eye grows dim with gazing, 
Into a future dark with mystery, 

For wonders still arise, and facts amazing, 
And little, as r,he looks, can she descry. 

Help us, good Lord, until our life's long story 
Draw to its close, until we rest. with Thee ; 

Then shall we know how in the world of glory 
It can be true-•' There shall be no more sea." 

TRIBULATION AND PEACE . 
• BY JOSIAH BRISCOE. 

Author of" The Book of Proverbs Versified," etc. 

"These things he.ve I spoken unto you, the.t in Me ye might he.ve pee.ea. In 
the world ye she.II he.ve tribulation, but be of good cheer, I he.ve overoome the 
world,"-John xvi.33. 

THESE are some of the Maater's parting words to His disciples " ere 
He breathed a tender last farewell." Foreseeing that persecution 

w11.s before them, He firstly enjoined them <; to love one another," and 
then proceeded to prepare them for the world's active hostility. This 
He Himself had experienced; and since "the servant is not greater 
than his Lord " they must likewise expect it. 

It would assume the form-so dreaded by the Jews-of excommuni
cation, which, in fact, was already practised, for it had been agreed that 
whoever" confessed that Jesus was the Christ should be put out of the 
synagogue," which indeed had actually been done to the blind man to 
whom the Lord had given sight (John ix. 3·l). This dark forecast He 
had withheld till about to leave them. Then, after promising them the 
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aid and consolation of the Holy Spirit, " the other Paraclete or Com
forter," He concluded with the words now submitted for consideration. 
in which "tribulation" is prefaced with '' peace," conjoined with 
"encouragement," and associated with 8S8ured "victory." 

The term " world " is here employed in a moral sense, and refers to 
mankind as nnrenewed by grace, minding earthly things, living in dis
regard of God and seeking satisfaction from the pleasures, wealth and 
honours of the " life that now is." They thus present a marked 
contrast to the godly, of whom the Lord averred that " they were not 
of the world even as " He Himself was not. 

This world the Saviour overcame. " He was in the world, and the 
world was made by Him ; and the world k11ew Him not." His king
dom was" not of this world." Descended from David, He might have 
asserted His right to the throne, and many of His followers evidently 
expected this. But He waived His claim, and voluntarily chose poverty 
and obscurity, and "made Himself of no reputation," submitting to 
persecution of the most irritating kind. The scorn, contempt, and 
ignominy which He meekly endured would have provoked an angel. 
A French infidel has said that if Jesus had been God, He would have 
striken his persecutors dead. Had He been merely a man He might 
have wished to do so, but "there was the hiding of His power." 
Instead of taking vengeance on them He prayed, "Father, forgive them; 
they know not what they do." 

Thns He overcame the world, meating and vanquishing it at every 
point; and, knowing the conflict 1,hat His disciples must endure-as 
none bot He could know it- He gave them this solemn and tender in
timation of what was before them. "In the world ye shall have 
TRIBULATION," a word fraught with force and suggestiveness. In a 
general way, as we all know, it means affliction, sorrow, or anguish; 
but it may be profitable to eoquire how it obtained this men,ning. It is 
derived from the Latin word "tribulum," which was the threshinl,.'. 
instrument or roller by which a Roman husbandman separn.ted the corn 
from the husks; and •• tribulatio," in its primary significance, stood for 
this act of separalion. E11rly in the history of the Cliristian Chnrch, 
a word for affliction and trouble, in their special relation to God's people, 
grew to be essential, and some Latin writer appropriated the image and 
the word for this purpose.• Hence the word tribulation, which we arc 
considering, and which indicates that Cliristians should anticipate blows 
from the world who hate our religion, and opposition from Satan, " thtJ 
god of this world." 

Yet our Lord bids us "be of good cheer" for the weighty and most 
blessed reason that He has" overcome the world." It is then a con
quered foe; and as such should be estimated by all that love the Loru. 

We must, however, regard it as a foe. It is the policy of Satan to 
seek to reconcile the Church to the world, to amalgamate them, and to 
make them as much as possible alike. There is, to the detriment o~ t~e 
Church, ltss opm persecution in the present day ; for the dey1l 1s 
"up-to-date," and alters his tactics to suit the times. The "tribula
tion " of this enli~htened age differs from the persecution of former 
days. Just as the old fashioned flail has been super_seded by steam 
thre.shing-machines, so the world now resorts to pres.~ure mstead of blows. 

• Trench "On tbe Study of Words." Fourth edition, page 7. 
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When in the country some year11 since, I entered a field in which one 
of these machines was thre;(hing wheat immediately after it had been 
reaped. Interested in the operation, I asked a man in charge of the 
machine to explain its action ; but all be could tell me was that " There's 
works inside!" He, however, allowed me to climb up to a kind of 
platform from which the machine ,, as supplied. I then learned some-. 
what of its construction as I saw the corn in the ~ar drawn in between 
two wire cylinders which rubbed it out and it fell on to the winnowing 
sieves below, while the straw was carried to the opposite si.de. 

This might serve as an illustration of modernised tribulation. The 
world has to a large extent laid aside the flail of persecution. It no 
longer seeks to coerce, but to draw us in. But its spirit and aim are 
the same as ever. The admonition of Christ to Peter is still necessary. 
" Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath • desired to have you that he may 
sift you as wheat; but I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not " 
(Luke xxii. 31). 

This indeed, while it indicates our peril, emphasises the certainty of 
our preservation and points out how this is to be secured and enjoyed. 
" While our faith maintains her hold " all will be well ; for "this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." He that so grandly 
" overcame the world," lives to plead for us, and grace is given us to 
plead for ourselves in His name. No uncertainty, therefore, attends 
the final future. 

"Though we e.re feeble, Christ is strong, His promises e.re true, 
We she.ll be conq'rors e.11, ere long, and more than conq'rors too." 

LESSONS FROM THE LIPS OF.:_THE GREAT 
TEACHER. 

BY THOMAS JONES, WANDSWORTH, 

Author of" The Crowning Hope." 

No. 2.-The Master's Manner. 

I:S- commencing our studies of the teachings of Christ, Dr. Stalke(s 
critique on the "' Imitation of Christ" of Thomas a Kemp1s, 

forcibly strikes us as containing a needful and timely caution. •" To our 
author," observes this suggestive writer, the Saviour "is indeed the 
union and sum of all possible excellence, but he evolves or constructs a 
Christ out of his own notions of perfection, rather than by going to the 
inspired records of His life and painting the portrait with the colours 
which these supply."" This mistake, which is no light one, we would 
sedulously seek grace to avoid. 

At the same time, we are 0onscious of our inability to do as we could 
wish. The grandeur of t,he subject, together with the depth of meaning 
often couched in our Lord's simplest sayings, invest our labour with 

• We thank our brother personally for introducing this observation, which 
is new to us. The "' Imitation of Christ" is e. groatly-pre.ised book., e.od 
we have wondered why it failed to interost our own mind, or to come with any 
uuction or power to our own heart, and he.ve chidden our own stupidity and le.ck 
of appreciation a thousand times Dr. Stalker's words e.ro true-e.s we a.t oWJe 
perceived-and exposo the wee.knass of this popular tre11tise.-EDITOR. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. :239 

difficulty. No authentic portrait of Him exists. We have, therefore, 
no means of formiDI? any conception of His appearance. The pen-and
ink pictures of Jesus contained in the four Gospels, however, furnish us 
with a mental idea.I fraught with the highest beauty and interest. 

The man11er of Christ's teaching is our present theme. From the 
Gospel records, we should conceive His demeanour to have been sublimely 
calm, perfectly free from agitation, yet profoundly solemn. During the 
sermon on the mount He sat, an attitnde also a.eeumed when delivering 
many of His great discourses. At times, He raised His voice and 
"stood and cried." At others His voice must have been tremulous 
with emotion, when His words expressed compassion and sympathy. 
We read that "He lifted up Hie eyes "--eyes so full of pity and tender 
love. His look sent conviction and contrition into the denying heart 
of Peter, made stout. Romans 'luail, and ce.used the excited multitude 
with staves and swords to fa.II back as He asked-" Whom seek ye ? " 

We now direct attention to some of the features which were cou
epicuous in the public ministrations of our ever adorable Lord. 

The teaching of Christ was che.racterised by THE HIGHEST conceiv
iAble morality. Its standard is perfection. Again and again He insisted 
that nothing short of ab3olute rectisude and purity of thought, motive 
and action obtained Heaven's approbation : " Be ye tberefore perfect, 
even as your Father in Heaven is perfect." "He preferred," as Paley 
well observes, "solid to popular virtues; a character which is commonly 
tkspised, to one which is universally esteemed.'' Sin, whether secret or 
open, He sternly rebuked ; pride, insincerity and hypocrisy, He con
demned with tbe ntm.ost severity ; while He as warmly commended the 
virtues P.nd graces LO which they are opposed. Ritual without reality ; 
formality without faith ; loud profe~eion and lax practice were His 
aversion. The piety of pretence was His evident abomination, and 
He assailed it in terms of burning indignation, '' like bolts from the 
blue" whenever He referred to it. 

This is the more noticeable when we consider Lhe moral and socinl 
condition of the people whom He addressed, and the nttitude of tbe 
nation's heart towards God and His religion. He that would be populnr 
must speak toleraDtly of popular vices and repress too pointed allusions 
to sins that are practiced by the rich and influential. Jesus did neither. 
" Whited sepulchres" was His epithet for tho3e, who claimed the highest 
sanctity. Little wonder, then, that these regarded Him with animosity; 
or, that others "wondered i;t the gracious words that proceeded out of 
His month.'' 

Very striking again, in all the Master's utterances is Hrs CLAIM, 
whet.her implied or asserted - TO AB80£,UTE INFALLIBILITY. All 
other religious teachel'B whose instruct.ions have proved worthy of 
attention, were constuined to relieve their natural sense of justice by 
noting the discrepancy between their own weak and imperfect characters 
and the sublime and holy messages which they were charged to deliver. 
In the writings of both the prophets and apostles, we accordingly find 
humble confessions of unwort.bineBS and frank admiesion of n conscious
ness of sin aDd shortcoming. Not so, however, was it with the Great 
Teacher. He made no distinction between Himself and the doctrines 
He taught. He that was per8()nally" the Truth" enunciated "the truth" 
with the utmost confidence and composure. 
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His marked INDEPENDENCE AS A TEACHER-the authority with 
which He invariably spoke-is another strikiog feature of Hil! un
paralleled ministry. Many books which we now spi-ak of with admira
tion as "the ancient classics "-the writings of poets. orators, philo
sophers, and historians-were not only in existence, but were extensively 
read in His day, li.ot one of these, however, did He ever quote. 

The voluminous religious writings of the Rabbis (to which we re
ferred in our previous paper) were assuredly known to Him ; but He 
referred to them solely to show their unsatisfactory character, and never 
appealed to them in corroboration of what He advat!ced. The Old 
Testament He, indeed, frequently cited, and always with the utmost 
reverence for it as Divinely inspired ; yet with an iodependence of judg
ment and boldness of treatment wholly His own. He never appealed, 
seldom reasoned, and was contented to introduce the truth of which He 
was sent "to bear witness" by the wordt1, "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you," which occur no fewer thao thirty-six times in the sermon on the 
moont alone. He eschewed the subjunctive mood; His aBBertions were 
not hypothetical but positive. He craved no man's permission for His 
utterances, and never spoke with hesitancy in deference to popular 
opinion. Truly His deliverances had the ring of royalty; and "in the 
_word of a King there is power." . 

This is twice recorded to have struck those that heard him. Both 
after the sermon on the mount and His sermon in the synagogue at 
Capernaum, wonder was expressed; "for He taught as one that bad 
authority, and not as the scribes" (Matt. vii. 29 ; Mark i. 22). This, 
it should be noted, does not refer to His manner, as some have supposed, 
but to the evident spirit of His instructions. We are not to understand 
that He spoke in a magisterial way, as one might who was invested with 
authority and accustomed to deference and obedieoce-but t,hat He 
spake in the consciousneBB that what He stated was divinely and abso
lutely true and required no confirmation from other sources. In this, as 
was witneBSed, He differed from the scribes. These "delivered painfully, 
what they had learned, like children, overlaying every address with 
citations, in their fear of sayiog a word of their own. His teachings, 
however, were the free expressions of His own thoughts and feelings ; 
which, with the weight of the teachings themselves, gave Him powe1· 
over the hearts of His audiences" (GEIKIE's LIFE AND WORDS OF 
CHRIST, II. 56). 

At times a SEVERITY-or, at least, a STERNNESS OF ADDRESS-is 
noticeable, when circumstances necessitated the administration of 
deserved reproof. Instances at once ocour to the mind. His rebuke of 
Peter's impetuous folly in seeking to impede His progress to His cross 
is most memorable-" Get thee behind Me, Satan; thou art an offence 
to Me." His reference to Judas who betrayed Him is again of this 
nature:-" Have I not chosen you twelve, and ooe of you is a devil ? " 
Yet further-His scathing rebuke of the pretentious pietists of the city 
-" woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. hypocrites!" which, as Dr. 
Robertson well remarks, "comes nearer passion than any other of His 
utterances." 

Words like these, which revealed the ineffable hatred of sin and the 
indignant scorn of meanness and hypocrisy with which He was dowered, 
do but bring into conspicuousness the GENTLENESS and GRACIOUSNESS 
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which had so great a part in the teachings of Christ. Here a wide 
field indeed opens before us,; but a fe.w examples are all for which we can 
i1,t present find space. " Daughter, be. of good cheer, thy faith hatl.i 
saved thee "-the tenderness of which, under the special circumstances 
(which are most noticeable), deserves especial consideration. How 
fraught with sympathy also were the words .11,ddressed to His disciples 
on the stormy sea: "Be of good cheer : it is I, be not afraid." Many 
others too numerous for citation occur to the mind-such as His 
wakening word to the daughter of Jairus, spoken in the Syro-Chaldaic 
tongue, which was so dear to the hearts of the people : "I say, little 
maiden, get up," as one has familiarly rendered the phraseology He here 
employed. 

For yet one more characteristic of the Master's speech must space be 
fonnd-its MAJESTY AND SUBLIMITY. Here He is, as might indeed 
have been anticipated, absolutely unique. The prophets and apostles 
at times rise to a grandeur unapproached by any to whom the favour of 
inspiration was not granted; but the peerless preacher leaves even these 
immeaenrably behind in the rash and glow of His heaven-born thoughts 
and the transcendent glory of His indescribable eloquence. Take, for 
instance, the well-known invitation, "Come unto Me, e.11 ye that labour 
and are hea\"y laden, and I will give you rest." What majesty and 
grace are here! yet they may be paralleltid with facility. "I am the 
Way, and the Truth, and the Life.' "Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in. the kingdom of their Father." "Except ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.'' 

In these and kindred assertions we perceive the personality and power 
of the incarnate Son of God, whose majestic words reveal " life and 
immortality." In His teachings we have God's last me11Sage, His own 
beloved Son being the Messenger. On this Divine message our faith 
rests; in it is our hope for present and future joy. In the teaching 
"we see Jesus," ye11,, "the same Jesus." "He that bath seen Hrlll hath 
seen the Father " also. 

THE SAYED SINNER'S FIRST ENQUlllY . 
.\ QUESTION AND ITS ANSWER. 

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved? "-Aots xvi, 80. 

THIS-the cry of an awakened sinner-was the effect of the operation 
of the Holy Spirit. Th~ Lord uses various means to bring His 

elect to a knowledge of their lost condition, but whatever means He 
employs, all end in the full salvation of His redeemed people. Not one 
of t.be objects of His favour will be eternally lost ; 1111 were chosen in 
Chris~ before time began ; all are loved with "an everlRSting love," and 
at the appointed period all will be made manife3t as partakers of His 
grace by the Holy Spirit. "The Lord will show who are Hie." 

Reader, bast thou been brought to feel thy lost aud ruined con -
dition ? Has the arrow of conviction reached thee, and evoked the 
above cry from thy heart ? Dost thou know what it is to sigh under 
the heavy load of sin and guilt ? If so, listen to the gracious answer 
here given," Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.'' 

ll 
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It is essential to have a clear underiltanding as to what this" believing" 
is, since much that is erroneous is taught in this our day. What, then, 
is faith ? It is an act of trust in God through a divine principle 
implanted in the heart by the Holy Spirit, nnd thus the Scripture calls 
it '' tlie gift of God." To "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ," is, there
fore, the action of a: new-born sonl, or, in other words, a spiritually
living person. A sinner•· dead in trespasses and sins" does not possess 
faith, i:ince it springs from tbe life of God in the heart. 

All, therefore, who are making the solemn enquiry-who are really 
anxious to "obtain mercy" of the Lord-who are Lryiog to frame their 
first true prayer~-who are endeavouring to express their fears and feel
ings for His ear alone-who are honestly and earnestly taking the place 
of lost sinners before Him who died for such-all who according to 
their measnre of light and ability are committing their souls to Him, 
have been divinely quickened by the Spirit's gracious power. Poor, 
trembling friend, is there here no hope for thee ? 

Note tnat Jesus Christ Himself is ever the object of the faith, which 
the Holy Ghost creates and snstains. His inner operations invariably 
make the Saviour desirable, and attract souls to Him. 80 the" Faith 
of God's elect" is always characterised by believing in this great Saviour. 

Faith confesses both His divinity and His humanity, aod approache~ 
Him as God and man in one person. It pleads His life as well as His 
death, it rejoices that He magnified the law, and made it honourable, 
and wrought out a righteousness which is pleasing to God, and in which 
all His people are accepted. Thus it is a divin.e conviction which 
receives Christ, looks to Him, loves Him, aspires to serve Him, delights 
to obey Him, and esteems Him above all else beside. 

" Precious faith, e.nd is it mine ? 
Trembling sinner, is it thine?" 

E. A. B. 
Stree.the.m. 

"I WITH HIM AND HE WITH ME.'' 
"And where I e.m, there she.11 e.lso My servant be."-John xii. 26. 

" Lord, it belongs not to my ce.re, 
Whether I die or live ; 

To love e.nd serve Thee is my she.re, 
An~ this Thy grace must give. 

If life be long, I she.11 be gle.d 
The.t I me.y long obey; 

If short, yet why ahould I be se.d ? 
Since God appoints my de.y. 

Christ lee.de me through no darker rooms 
The.n He went through before; 

He the.t into God's kingdom comes, 
Must enter by this door." 

"WHERE I am." Christ was a~ this time r:ery far down on that 
terrible declivity which He so graciously descended that He 

might save us "from sin's tremendous curse and shame." Where He 
then was, His servants must at times be, and when they are in this low 
place, they may count on His also being there, as '' a very present help 
in trouble." 
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Three things, then, are plain from these words. (I) F1'ith should 
anticipate having to sojourn in many -places into which the Master went. 
Bnt (2) He has -preceded His people in all the dark and dangerous 
places throu~h which they may be called to travel. And (3) in a cer
tain sense He is in these places still. Havin11: Himself endured priva
tion, suffering temptatioQ, and • the contradiction of sinners against 
Himself, He is, and ever will be, sympathetically and supportingly with 
His poor, tried, tempted and persecuted people. 

Reader, repeat these fonr words, and enquire, as in God's sight, 
whether they, in any measure, pertain to yon-" poor," "tried," 
"tempted," "pereecuted,"-for unless they de, you lack some very 
important signs, tokens and evidences of your being a chosen and 
redeemed child of God. 

" Let us ask th' important question, 
Brethren, be not too secure : 

What is it to be a Ohristian-
How oan we our hearts assure ? " 

For those who are truly Christ's poor, tried, tempted and persecuted 
people, the text-as the writer feels in his own soul-hW! peculiar sweet
ness and force. 

The children of God may be led into lonely places, like Luz was to 
Jacob, where wayfaring men rarely come, and religious associations and 
privileges are very few. There, however, the Master has been, and there 
He will come to them. What though they have to pillow their heads 
on wilderness stones, and try to find repose on very cold comforts, " He 
that had not where to lay His head" can convert their every Luz into a 
Bethel; He can make "the opening heavens around them shine," 
reveal unseen angels, convey a message from home to the solitary 
traveller, and evoke the exclamation, " Surely the Lord is in this place, 
and I knew it not." 

If, again, the servant of God gets with Jonah, feelingly, i:ito "the 
belly of hell," Jesus will be there to "hold his soul in life" (Pea. !xvi. 
9), to keep him from utterly fainting, and to bring him forth again. Did 
he cry. "Yet will I look again towards Thy holy temple" ? It was the 
presence and grace of his Lord which enabled him to direct his upward 
gaze to the place of propitiation and mercy. The fish vomited the 
prophet upon the dry land ; and the Lord Willi there on the very spot to 
deliver him. 

If a child of God, in following the Lord, has to wrestle " with prin
cipalities and pawere and the rulers of the darkness of this world," the 
Lord is there m the battle with him. He Himself hl\8 coutended with 
these enemies, even unto death, conquering them, by apparently being 
conquered. 

Is the child of God directed to some hard service. 88 Paul was ? 'L'he 
Lord is with him in it. So Paul and Barne.bas fulfilled the work they 
were sent to do. The Lord enabled them. 

Is a child of God called to endure tribulation. The Lord is there. He 
snffered for, and He l!ti!l really suffers in, His people. Their coward 
flel!h has sometimes shrunk back at the very thought of the sufferings 
through which some sainta have passed-of those at Rome, when Nero 
illuminated the city with their burning bodies like flaming torches-or 
the martyrs in Eagland whom Queen Mary so rathlessly consigned to the 
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stake. But Christ was with these, rendering the fires of martyrdom pain
less, or affording support in the midst of them. These dear sufferers 
were only where the Master had been and where He was with them to 
comfort and help thew. 

Are the children or God called to die. What of it 1 Christ died; He 
lay in the tomb. They may thus sing, .. ' ' 0 death, where is thy sting 1 
0 grave, where is thy victory 1" 

Show me a place where Christ is not, with a chi,ld of God, and then I 
see a spot dreadful in the· extre:ne. No such place is, however, to be 
found. Hell ! There is no bell if Christ be there; heaven is no heaven 
if Christ be absent. His presence turns hell into heaven, His absence 
would tarn heaven it.<!elf into hell. 

Let us ask whether these things are matter3 of theory or experience 
with us 1 

" True religion's more the.n notion, 
Something must be known and felt." 

Have we known and felt the promise of Christ's presence? 
The writer has recently suffered much severe pa.in, but would 

acknowledge the Lord's goodness in granting, some relief, and ,verifying 
to him the portion on which we have tried to meditate. Has the reader 
been in such a place, and found the Saviour " waiting that He might be 
gracious on the very spot" ? 

That is a sweet word, "Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness." 
One might almost wish to .be ill to have the ministry of a nurse so 
9.BBiduous and tender; for have we not proved that our seasons of suffer
ing are often the occasion of most precious revelations of the " wonderful 
love of His heart." G. H. SENEX. 

A HEAVEN-BORN FAITH, AN EVIDENCE AND 
A POWER. 

BY A. E. REALFF, LEICESTER. 

" If thou ,:is.net believe, e.11 things a.re possible to him the.t believeth." 
-Mark ix. 23. 

THE word "faith" frequently occurs in religious addresses. It is 
ordinarily assumed that everybody is conversant with its meaning, 

and accurately acquainte.d with its precise relation to the salvation of 
God. Thie,, however, • there is grave reason to doubt; as popularly 
employed, it is to be feared that it conveys but little of its Scriptural 
meaning to the minds of the people. It has, therefore, been the 
endeavour of such Christian teachers as have been graciously led to 
embrace the views of truth enforced in this Magazine to present this 
subject in its Scriptural aspect. They have sought to correct wide
spread misapprehensions, and to advance clear definitions, and so to 
simplify what others have left obscure, as to instruct all and to " help 
those that have believed through grace" (Acts xviii. 27). With this 
object, we add a second paper to that which appeared in the Jone 
number. 

We there discussed, and we trust effectually opposed, the too common 
notion that the unbelief of sinners is an insuperable obstacle to the 
gracious operations of God. His love, it is believed, would embrace the 
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whole of mankind. Christ weeps in pity over a lost world. The Spirit 
strives with all men. The waiting Saviour knocks at the door pf every 
sinner's heart by the monitions of Providence and the appeals of the 
Gospel. . In many cases these prove of no avail. God is still repulsed : 
.J esns woos and entreats in vain : the Spirit is grieved, and finally 
abandons the useless struggle. To confirm assertions so dishonouring to 
the Most High, the text with which we before dealt is flaunted : " He 
could not there do many mighty works because of their unbelief." May 
God preserve us all from so misapplying His own inspired Word. 

Our subject now is not unbelief but Faith, the grace and act which 
are the special characteristics of the heaven-born child of God-and we 
shall dwell ou this as an Evidence and a Power. We observe 

!.-FAITH IS NOT A °QUALIFICATION FOR SALVATION BUT AN 
~VIDENCE OF INTEREST IN IT. Much that is advanced in the present 
day implies, if it does not plainly assert, the very opposite to this-and 
sinners are assured that the one essential condition of their acceptance 
with God, the pre-requisite to Divine favour-is Faith, or believing in 
Jesus Christ. Men unreconciled, unregenerate, unrepentant--must as 
11. paramount qualification have faith, or the door of mercy will remai11 
for ever closed. Christ, it is said, waits to save all who will comply with 
His simple condition~, by which are meant repentance and faith, as 
though these were entirely within the power of the natural man to 
render; or to pat it broadly, that fallen men can restore themselves the 
moment they cho08e to repent and believe. 

We are, however, told distinctly that saving faith and repentance are 
the gift of God (Acts v. 31 ; Ephes. ii. 8). The ability to exercise 
"godly sorrow" for sin (2 Cor. vii. 10), 11nd to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ "unto the saving of the soul" is, therefore, an evidence 
that Divine qnickening has preceded them (Ephes. ii. 1-5). Ruch a 
soul has been ·• born aj?ain" (John i. 11-18), and has alrendy "pallllcd 
from death unto life" (John v. 24, vi. 47, where note," bath," not 
" 11hall have "). 

If again the question is asked," How ma7 we certainly know whether 
we have thus truly repented and believed ? ' the nnswer will be found 
in the fruits rmd effect!! manifested in our characters and lives. Gospel 
repentance produces self-abhorrence on account of sin (Job xiii. 5, G ; 
Isa. vi. 5), and hatred of sin itself-not merely for its consequences, but 
because it is sin ; for to a regenerate soul sin has become an abominable 
thing (2 Cor. vii. 11). And Goepel faith purifies the heart(Acts xv. ~j. 
Moreover, it is not a mere doctrine, but an ever-active principle in the 
soul, the " faith of God's elect" being distinguished as the " faith which 
worketh by love" (Gal. v. 6). We notice further : 

11.-TRAT THE POSSIIJILITIES OF THIS FAITll AUE lMMJ<:Nl'iE. 

It is capable of doing-what indeed it hea always done-wonderful 
things. We have a catalogue of its glorious achievements in Heb. xi. 
Indeed, there is " nothing impossible" to it (Mark xi. 2;1, :H ; Matt. 
:xvii. 19, 20,• xxi. 21, 22). For this the reason is that spiritual, God
given faith never desires anything that is really contrary to the h~ly 
will of God; while a merely natural faith may, and often does, desire 
such things. 

• If we compare this with Zeeb. Iv. 7 the meaning will be cloo.r. 
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Salvation, we are told, " is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runnet.hy .but of God that sheweth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). Nevertheless 
it is said, '' Whosoe\ er will, let him tak~ the water of life freely" (Rev. 
xxii. 17). This is true since Christ's people are all made willing, by His 
own grace, which softens the heart, sweetly persuades the otherwise con
trary mind, and gently, yet efftctually, subdues the stubborn wiil (Psa. 
ex. 3). "The carno,l mind is enmity against God ; for it is no~ subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be" (Rom. viii. 7). To be willing 
in this sense is, therefo,e, a clear evidence of Divine election before time, 
and also of Divine quickening through the energy of the Holy Ghost. 

In Matt. xxi. 28 we find it set forr h i o parabolic form. The one son 
said, " I go, sir : and went not." Here was willingness, yea, and polite
ness also. This son at once accepted the father's command, but he did 
not obey it. The other said, '' I will not : but afterwards repentfd and 
went." He rejected the wi,11 of His fath~. and. yi;t afterwards did it. 
So S,rnl of Tarsus "as acting quite contrary to the will of the Father, 
when Jesus met him in the way, and he became converted. Zacchreus 
had no thought of welcoming Christ, until He called him down from the 
tree ; neither had Levi, when sitting at the rec~ipt of custom, till Jesus, 
passing by, said," Follow Me." Then "be left all, rose up, and followed 
Him" (Luke v. 27). Such was the case, moreover, with the jailor at 
Philippi ; also the gentle Lydia," whose heart the Lord opened." These, 
and thousands of 01hers, all p1ove that salvation is not a matter of 
human accepting or rejecting, but o( sovereign grace, Divine quickening 
and effectual calling. • 

THE WORLD'S HATRED. 
"If ye were of the world, the world would love his own."-John xv. 19. 

" An envious world will interpose its frown, 
To me.rk delights superior to its own; 
But ills of every she.pa e.nd every ne.me, 
Transformed to blessings, miss their cruel e.im." 

COWPER.-" An epistle to an e.fflicted Protestant le.dy in Fre.noe." 

IN our little garden, not long since, a number of sparr~ws w~re busily 
engaged in picking up the crumbll which had been thrown out after 

breakfast. They all seemed on excellent ter!1)B, except when some 
daintier morsel attracted their attention, over which there would· be a 
short quarrel, but the difficulty was in all cases speedily settled, and 
they were a!I friendly as before. 

Presently, however, the scene was changed. A canary which had 
unfortunately escaped from i1s cage, fluttered in its fright and helple@s
ness to the spot where they were, when immediately the whole company 
made common cause against 1he poc r little intruder, and assailed him 
on every hand. 

He was of a different race, and such enmity a~ their natures were 
capable of, was aroused to injure the stranger to the utmo11t of their 
power. 

Here, thought we, is an illustration of a truth which every child of 
God has, in some measure, to learn by experience. The ungodly have 
Their little differences, and at tim1 s manifest greet mutual animosity. 
This, it is rartdy convenient to maintain for long, and for expediency's 
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sake, they deem it on the whole better to keep op the semblance at least 
of good will. 

But hostility to God's true people is an instinct of " the c1rnal 
mind," which is "enmity" not only "against God," but against those 
who are manifeslily on His side (Rom. viii. 7; I John iv. 5). Men of 
the world, therefore, are generally ready to forget their personal 
differences, and to conspire against the peace of the Lord's" little flock." 
" Syria is " still " confederate with Ephraim " against " the House of 
David" (lea. vii. 2). Pilate and Herod as of old become friends, when 
there is a Christ to be crucified (Luke xxiii. 12). J.urEs. 

SEEING HIM WHO IS INVISIBLE.• 
BY F. BEEDEL, BAPTIST MINISTER, SYDNEY. 

Author of" A Memoir of Pastor D. Allen." 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."-Matt. v. 8. 

THE pure in heart. Where shall t.hese be found ? Restraint or 
reformation is not regeneration. The outside of the cup and the 

platter may be clean, while the heart remains the same. The solemn 
declaration of Jehovah is-" Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots ? then may ye also do good, who are accustomed to do 
evil" (Jer. xiii. 23). Where thoo shall we find the characters of our 
text ? Only in th~ who nre born again-in whom the work of grace 
is begnn,the divine nature implanted, and heavenly principles implU"ted, 
and who, having been ~ught their utter depravity, have sought cleansing 
in the fountain of Christ's blood, and there had their "helU"ts purified 
by faith " ( Acui xv. 9 ). 

A pure heart is n new and a clean heart, having pure 1ilfections nnd 
desires : and is a new covenant blessing, according to the promise, " A 
new heart will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you, o.nd I 
will take away the st<;ny heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of flesh" (Ezek. xxxvi. 26). This in the New Testament is cnlled 
"the new creature.'' Thus old things pass away, all things become new, 
and all is of God, who " bath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ" 
(2 Cor. v. 17, lK). New desires, new longings,hungerings und thirstings 
after righteonsness are felt. 

It is " the broken and contrite heart" which the Lord will not despise. 
It is the heart of him to whom God has promised to look o.nd with whom 
He will dwell-the heart in which the Lord writes His laws. nnd which 
gives rise to all holy obedience (Jer. mxi. 88). It is o. fruit of ever
lasting love, and its possessor is blelll!ed indeed ; for it is un evidence of 
interest in all the blessings of the New Covenant. 

What a glorious promise is annexed to it, " For they sho.11 see God." 
Ah, says one, then it does not belong to me, for 

"When I turn my eyea within, all le dark and vain and wild." 

But is this state of things a trouble to us? Do we mourn over it before 
God, and sometimes cry with Paul-" Oh wcetched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me? " Does it make us call upon the Lord for delivemnce ? 

• Abridged from the Australian Particular Baptist Magazine. 
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Then we mast not hastily conclude thus, for to such the promise is sure. 
" They shall see God." 

In various ways God's children see Him. Sometimes He appears for 
them in His prondence, over-ruling and making all things work together 
for good ; delivering them and providing for them. When thus 
prinlegPd. to see His hand they say, "It ill the Lord." 

They see Him at times in Hit, Word. The blessed Spirit makes fresh 
di,;coveries of Him to their pore minds there. They then behold the 
glory of His attributes and perfections, His name and nature, His trnth 
and grace, and He " appears to their joy." 

They see Him under the preaching of the Gospel, now and then 
catching a glimpse of Him as He shows Himself to them "through the 
lattice." 

They see Him in His ordinances, especially at His table, in the 
embleme of His redeeming love, and their hearts are melted at the 
sight. 

They see Him in His saints and commnne with Him, as David did 
with Jons.than ; or Panl, too, when so greatly comforted by the coming 
of Titns. 

They see Him in prayer when they approach His throne, and nnder 
the holy anointing of the blessed Spirit, at times • commune with theh
God as their friend. 

They see Him in Jesus. Of Pan! it is said, there "fell from his 
eyes as it had been scales." "For God who commanded the light to 
shine oat of darkness bath shined in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesns Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6). 

This is the light ; and this the parity that comes in with it, making 
the heart pnre, and " to the pure all thinga are pare." We see the sun 
in its own light as its beams fall on onr eyes, and we see God in His own 
light as He shines upon and into ns in the face of Jesne. Thns we 
nnderate.nd dear Watts :-

" When I e&n se.y-• My God is mine,' 
When I can feel Thy glories shine, 
I tread the world beneath my feet, 
And all that earth calls good e.nd gree.t. 

While such e. scene of se.cred joys 
Our re.ptured eyes e.nd souls employs ; 
Here we wonld sit e.nd ge.ze e.we.y, 
A long, e.n everlasting de.y." 

THE death of G. F. Watts, R.A., the eminent Allegorical Painter, 
has brought to its close a career fraught with instruction for all. The, 
motto he chose for his sundial at his residence, LimnersleaBe, epitomises 
his life-" The Utmost for the Highest.'' 0 that all that read this may 
in heart make these noble words their own, and let the best of our best 
be devoted for God. "If I were only a croBBing-sweeper," James Wells 
used to say, "mine should be the best swept cros@ing in London.'' 

A THING is not necessarily commendable because it Las the sanction 
of antiquity. "The old way of the wick~d" is to be shunned (Job 
x rii. 15) ; and " the old rpaths " of righteousness are to be pursued 
(Jer. vi. 16). 
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HANDS ACROSS THE SEA, AND NEWS FRO)I 
THE FAR SO"CTH. 

AN, EPISTLE F&oM Ma. F. BEEDEL, OF 8YDm:Y. 

OUR brother, the pastor of the Strict Baptist Church at Sydney, and 
. the Editor of the Australian Partuular Bapti.,t Jiw;azin!!, wa8 

good enough, awhile since, to open his heart to ll.l!-thoagh personally 
unknown to him-in a most gracious letter, some extracts from whicb 
will, we are sare, interest onr spiritually-minded readers. It waa-a, 
will be remembered-in reply to one to him penned last )farch. He 
thna writes :-

Yoar speakfog of ·the Lord's "revolutioni,ing" • your religion in 
1870, evokes from the re::easea of memory many of my own experiences, 
known only to God and my soul, which coald also be described by no 
other wo:d the.n that which you employ. 

When England in my yonthfnl de.ys was still my home, I was a 
professed member of the Church of England, with which I was qnite 
contented, as were a.II my people. 

In 1859, when abont eighteen years of age, I was ta.ken by a friend 
to hear H. Grattan Guinness, who was then conducting services at 
Reading. He was young, and preached with great power to large con
gregations. To his sabseqnent mo,ementa I will not refer, bnt I can, 
and mnat say that the Lord spoke to my soul _through bis ministry. 

I fir~t heard him from the words, "Ye must be born again," when 
he she wed the necessity, nature, and evidences of the new birth. oproot
ing everything of a merely nature.I kind. This ~tripped me of all my 
previous notions and natural religion, and for the first time, I saw that 
I W88 a poor, lost, ruined sinner, exposed to the wrath revealed in His 
holy law, and that wiLhoat this new birth there was no salvation for 
me. -The words of C. T. Rust you give in Mr. Hazeltoa's Memoir 
are very incisive, and correctly describe my then experience, as do also 
Cowper's line3 :-" I was a stricken deer, that left the herd," &c. 

In 1864, I gave up a good position, and be.de England adieu, think
ing to start life afresh in these colonies. Here another revolution took 
place, for if ever man tried to bury conviction, and throw off all 
thoughts of God and eternity it wa.s I.; bat 0, tbe checks and cutting 
reproofs of conscience, and the longsuffering and forbearance of God ! 
who was yet lee.ding me every step, and when I commenced business 
prospered me wonderfully. When up to my neck in commercial cares, 
and sunk in worldliness, the Lord put His hand " a second time to the 
work," and made the proud rebel a hnmble suppliant at the footstool of 
mercy, and, after long and painful exercises, blessed me with a sweet 
revelation of .Jesus as my sin-bearing Surety, and my all-prevailing 
InterceSBor at God's right hand, and with a sweet assuring sense of my 
acceptance in the Belove;:l. To quote dear Hazelton, "The ar;onem~nt 
rolled between my soul and sin." I cannot express the heart-felt JOY 
and sacred peace which filled my heart. I could no longer be silent, but 
all with whom I came in contact had to hear of thtl mercy I had found 
through a once-crucified, but now risen and exalted Redeemer. How 
oft since I have wished for those happy days again. 

This happened when living in the country, about three hundred 
miles from Sydney, where there were some General Baptists, by whom I 
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wes baptised, though I never joined them. I thus came to understand 
their duty-faith teaching. This -was a great trial to me, for the point 
with me then was, " How can that be the duty of the creature which is 
the special gift of the Holy Ghost ? " While thus exercised, the 
EAR~HEK VE~SEL for 1870 was sent from England to my wife by a 
relative. In this, I have always seen the Lord's guiding hand, for I 
read your experiH1ce as before related, and said," This is just my case, if 
I never meet with another," and I was encouraged and confirmed. 

You will be surprised to learn. that by the same periodical I first 
heard of Brother Allen, and at once wrote to him and received his 
lo,ing reply, and thus by that unerring Providence wl}ich orders all 
things for us we were first brought together, and our hearts became one, 
and all that you say of dear John Hazelton. aud what he was to you, I 
can say of him. He took me by the h\l,11d, and wu "a,oursing father." 
We corresponded for years before we met, and for about twenty-five 
years labo~red together in Zion. I had t.he sorrowful pleasnre of being 
with him in bis last days, and witnessing his translation. From 1870, 
when the Lord first revealed His mind to me in Acts ii. as to church 
order and fellowship., I have never wavered, and the only Church I ever -
joined is the one with which I have been connected since we came to 
::;ydney, nearly thirty years -since. 

Your expression, " the Lord's· free man " finds a response in my 
heart. I thank you for your kind promise of welcome to your home, 
but think it is ;2carcely possible that I-shall a_gain see ·my native land. 
If, however, you pay us a visit with Mr. Mote, I can promise you as 
hearty a welcome as he bas ever had at my home. Your kind wishes 
for oar little Monthly I cordially -recipro.cate, I will send you the last 
bonnd Volume. Ple11se eend me your books, and a copy of dear 
Hazelton's Memoir, which I want for a friend, and anything you think 
helpful for the minhtry, and I will remit. With love and many prayers 
to the Lord for you and yours. I am, your unworthy brother, F. B. 

OuR AusTRALIAN CHURCHES, BY JAMES MoTE, EsQ. 

Our friend, who is well-known as a Chris,tian Solicitor, and an in
infl.nential friend of our Causes, at home and abroad, is accllstomed to 
pass the winter months in Australia, for the benefit of his health. The 
follo~ing contains the irupressions of ,his recent tour. It is addressed:-

" To the Editor of the ' Earthen Veasel.' 

" Two years since, I gave an account of our Australian Churches. 
It mq interest your readers to know their prfsent condition, as they 
appeared to me during my last visit. 

"From the Australian Partwular Baptist Magazine, I find that they 
number in all thirteen. of which eight are pastorless. 

" The Strict Baptist Causes, as a whole, are in a low state, and, were 
it not for property held by two of them, they could hardly maintain 
their ministers at all. 

" To account for this is difficult, but there is throughout Australia 
an indifference to attendance at the Honse of God. This applies to all 
,lenorninations, whetlier Episcopalian or Dissenting. The exception is 
the Roman Catholics, who, owing to their organization, the careful over-
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sigM of their priests, and their unity, form a contrast to the other 
bodies of religious professors. 

"Our Church at Sydney (Mr. F. Beedel's) is by far the oldest. 
Almost all the rest had their origin with the discovery of gold in 
AUBtralia, now upwards of fifty years since, and the original members 
were members of Strict Baptist Churchfs in Britain, who. with 
thousands of our fellow-creatures, left Eogland to improve their con
dition in the new world. 

"None outside of Australia can estimate tr:e effect the discovery of 
gold has upon the human mind. The unexpected acquisition of wealth 
thereby has brought in worldly mindedness, and a love of pleasure, 
which the warm and sunshiny climate of Australia greatly fosters. 
Outdoor life is so enjoyable, and begets a general love of outdoor amuse
o;ients, such as horse racing, ~ricket, and_ other sports. Theee conduce 
to 'betting, which is indulged in by, all classes, in. a much greater degree 
than in the mother country, though ~e our~elves have far too much of it. 

"The greater part of the preaching in tht-ir chapels is what w.e sbonld 
understand as that of the Standard brethren, the hymn-books chiefly used 
being Gadsby's Selection. The outcome has been to discourage younger 
Christians from joining the Chnrches, which have gradually dwindled 
to their present state, owing to many not n:r:dersranding and 
experiencing the frames, feelings, temptations, and conflicts with the 
enemy, which formed the staple of the discourses of some of their 
parents' former paaton1, who· h!tve now.left this lower world for a better. 
There, such things are unknown, and now, 

" ' With wondrous joy they recollect their fears and dangers passed, 
And bless the wisdom, power, and love, that brought them safe at last.' 

•• Until recently, the New South Wales part of Australia has 
suffered greatly from a drought, lasting for upwards of five years, during 
which millions of sheep and cattle perished. Great destitution has 
resulced ; but how this visitation will affect the people yet remains to 
be seen. With the welcomed rain, prosperity is returning. It is a 
fruitful country, and yields abundantly. This we, in measure, know by 
receiving thousands of their frozen sheep, and abundance of their dairy 
produce in the shape _of butter and cheese, which weekly reach our shores. 

"Several ministerial brethren have enquired as to their prospects of 
settling there owing to the splendid climate the country bas, but at 
present }.cannot advise a~y.one to,do .s.o unless they pav:.e ,means to keep 
themselves fer a time until th~ Church they take the oversight of is 
fairly able to support them. 

" Australia is indeed a promieing country for the working man an_d 
artizan, who can ensure a living, and save money if steady. No one 1s 
allowed to work more than eig-bt hours per day, and the labour party 
are the rulers of the country. These study, by every means, to preserve 
their independence, and keep the country for the white man alone. 
There is, however, room for upwards of 100 millions of people, and at 
µresent they have only three millions of white population there, and for 
generations to come are not likely to have many more. The lo~e. of 
pleasure has so taken hold of many married couples that they _d1s\~e 
l1aving large families owing to the trouble they give, and m this 
respec~ set a bad example to the rising community. _ 

"This evil has attained great magnitude. Wheu I left, last .A.pnl, 
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it wa9 exercisin~, not only the legislature, but also the different religious 
bodies, who8e ministeri1 were making it the subject of their discourses, 
arid attempting to stop it. The white population is almost stationary, 
if not declinin!?'. 

" The decision of the Australians iR that the country is to be kept e.s 
a white man's country. I cannot, however, understand that it was so 
intended by God. 'l'hc aborigines are black, and the Creator of the 
land says (Isa. xlv. 18), that ' He created the earth not in vain, He 
formed it to be inhabited.' Yet men are limitin~ this, saying it she.II 
not be so, and excluding portions of the human family from it, been.use 
th~y are not white as the Europeans are, forgetting that• God is no 
respecter of persons,' and' bath made of.one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and bath determined the times before 
appointe.d, and the bounds of their habitations' (Acts x. 34, and xvii. 26). 

" It is sad to see hundreds of miles of good land lying- idle in 
Australia, through Christian men endeavouring to frustrate the design 
of its Creator, and knowing e.t the same time that their fellow-creatures 
are deprived of the means of subsistence which they so much need. 

"J. M. 
"29, Queen-street, London." 

SUGGESTIVE MOTTOES FROM ANCIENT SUNDIALS.-" Vigil ate et 
orate" ( Watch and pray). Wandsworth. "Quod Libi fieri non vis, 
alteri ne feceris." ( Do not do to another what you do not wish to be donri 
to you). ",ivere disce-cogita mori." ( Learn how to live-cogitate 
hoic to die). 

" Swift fly the hours, and brief the time for action and repose, 
Fast flits this scene of joy and pa.in, and soon the whole will close ; 
The evening shadows deeper fall, the daylight dies e.we.y, 
Wake, slumberer, e.t the Master's call, and work while it is day." 

BRIEF NOTICES OF RIWENT BOOKS. 

The Terror of the Lord, an Inducement 
to Persuade Men. Real Discipleship 
and Motives Thereunto. The Resur
rection of the Dry Bones. Three ser
mons by Pastor J. W. Wren. Ee.eh, one 
penny; by post, three halfpence. D. 
H. He.le, Waldeck-a.venue, Bedford. 

WHY these discourses were forwarded 
to the Editor of this magazine, we 
cannot conceive. Of the preacher, we 
know nothing. Hie adoption of the 
title " pastor •· indicates tha.t he is 
attached not to our own, but to the 
Spurgeonistic or Fullerite section of 
hie denomination. Many of his opinions 
differ from what we " surely believe " 
to be the truth, and the sermons them
selves are so feeble and commonplace 
that they would claim no consideration 
but !or some features, which, to say the 
least, are peculiar, if not striking. 

Mr.-we crave pardon-" pastor" J. 
W. Wren is, e.shis compositions demon
strate, one of those divines who deem 
that grace is hostile to gre.mma.r. We 
cite e. few of his sentences. 

"There is (are) no heavenly juices" 
(page 160). "Does (do) not the nature 
and order of this work," etc. (page 157). 
'· Their ruin and helpless condition is 
(are) described" (page 147); "Rivers 
of living water flows (j!ow) out of the 
drinker's innermost self " (page 122). 
" God's claim . . . and Hie authority 
. . . is (are) just the same" (p. 115). 
In certain people the promise of Psalm 
ex. 3 " is fulfilled by the Father (the 
Father's) drawing them under the 
word preached, and persuading we (us), 
Gentile Je.pheths," etc. (page 131). 
" Had God waited until we should of 
our own mind have given up our sin " 
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(until we, of our own mvnd, gave up our 
8in) (p11,ge 137). Were 11, poor fifth
et11,nd11,rd boy to blunder thus "the rod 
of oorreotion " would prob11,bly be 
requisitioned, nor would hie precep
tor's" soul" "ep11,re for hie crying." 

More uncouth phr11,senlogy th11,n is 
here found 011,n h11,rdly be donceived. 
Vulge.risms e.bound. "Return back" 
(p11,ge 136). 11 To buy be.'ck again" 
(Ji>e,ge 144); 11 From thence .,. 11,nd 
"from whence" (pe.ge 136) 11,re 11, few 
samples. "Invite.tione" e.re mentioned 
Holl " invites" (pe.ge 137). The word 
·• w11onts " ie incorrectly employed for 
" needs " (p11,ge 128 ). Asseverations 
"re c11olled "arguments " (pe.ge 125 ). A 
more lucr11otive ce.lling is styled 11, 
11 wea.lthier" one (p11o,;:e 134). 11 Implies" 
improperly te.kes the ple.ce of " in
volves" (pe.ge 133). On pe.ge 135 we 
e,re informed ,the.t " some crosses le.y 
(Ue) hee.vy on the hee.rt.'' The school
l]llloster ie, e.s we hee.r, 11,broe.d, but his 
peregrine.tione b11ove not yet, it appee.rs, 
extended to Roths11oy-roa.d, Bedford. 

Our pre11ocher'e sentences a.re not 
infrequently eo slovenly a.nd inco
herent e.s to be 11,bsolutely unintelli
gible. 

"Hee.ring (he se.ys) is in the Old 
Testament put for receiving with love, 
e.nd a.ooepte.ble to the te.ste, 11,nd most 
.suitable to the condition.·.• (pa.ge 152) 

" Many good men (he observes) in 
this d11oy 11,re so j ea.lous of the free gr11oe 
of God, e.nd of the honour of God in 
the se.lve.tion of the sinner, tb11ot they 
fee.r not to contemn (?) the pure word 
of God in claiming to ma.inte.in the 
gr11oce 11,nd truth of tha.t word " (p11oge 
152). 

These are indeed rich specimens of 
frothy rubbish, conveying no 11,ppre
cie.ble idee.s to the mind; but they e,re 
lucidity itself in compe.rison with a. 
sentence occurring on pa.ge 153, which 
tree.ta of " the bones " of Ezek. :u:xvii. 
1-14. "Their'e ( theirs) w11os e. more.I 
buria.l through their unbelief, which 
out them off from the only fount of 
spiritue.l life; 11,nd their's (theirs) is 11, 
mor11ol resurrection by which they 11,re 
0011,lesced into the Tree of Life." 

Our preocher's intention ie to exprnss 
e.n eve.ngelic11l doctrine in e. meta
phorice.l me.oner, by implicitly tracing 
a. resemble.nee between a well-known 
le.et e.nd the spiritue.l truth he desires 
to adve.nce and enforce. The litere.l 
fact to which be ref.era, e.nd the reli
gious lesson be wishes to tee.eh, are, 
however, both a.like obscure. How ce.n 
bones be cut off from e. fountain by 
being buried? "Coalesce,•· e.s he should 
know, is an intre.nsitive verb, but be 
employs it here to describe an a.et pe.ss
ing from one object to another. A 
resurrection coalesces bones, through 
which e.ct they he.ve something to do 
with e. Tree. Were the bones origin11,lly 
in the founts.in, e.nd subsequently 
buried e.nd finally coalesced into the 
tree? or, if not, what is the mee.ning 
of this bewildering nonsense ? The 
entire sentence is a farrago of absurdi
ties. which cannot possibly exemplify 
or illustrate e. doctrine of the Gospel. 

Infelicity of diction often indicates 
obecudty of thought, and we suspect 
that our reverend e.uthor so often 
11,dopts e. ve.gue and unintelligible man
ner of writing, bees.use-to put it 
pie.inly-he himself has no clee.r ideas 
on the subject which he presumes to 
discuss. 

At times he lapses into positive im
propriety a.nd irreverence. "God," he 
informs us, " has often shaken His ~eaa 
11,t men" for "doing evil" (page 143). 
"Jesus went fishing one night a.on 
ce.nght 11, proud pharisee" (page 123). 
"God printed some of His witty things, 
beloni:ting to the New creation upon 
the Old" (pe.ge 157). 

The flippancy of these sentences is. 
distressing; but whe.t ce.n be s11,id of 
the positive profanity of a religious 
tee.or.er who enjoins bis hea.rers to
" obey the hints, and nods and nudges, 
of the Spirit of God " ( page 160). 

Any one who writes thus of the secret 
monitions of the Holy Ghost, assured
ly knows but little of them in his own 
soul. 

The preacher's subject-me.tter sha.llo 
(o. v .) be considered next month. 

MERCY'S MANIFESTATIONS. 

LONG ere the world bel[an to move, 
The Father, In His wondrons love, 

Formed o. redemption scheme ; 
He chose o. people who should be 
Se.ved to a.II eternity, 

To live o.nd reign with Him. 
Jesus the Saviour, senb from God, 
Co.me to redeem them by His blood 

And claim them for His own. 

'" ris finished I" on the cross He cried. 
Then bowed His sacred heo.d and died

God's well-beloved Son. 
The Holy Spirit by His power 
Reveals e.t the appointed hour 

This work of love and grace. 
Thus shall go on the glorious scheme, 
Till a.11 to heaven a.re gathered in, 

There to behold God's face. H. L 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

WEST HAM LANE TABERN'ACLE. 1 teaoher, brother Waller, now pastor at 
RECOGl'-ITION OF MR H. J GALLEY Shouldham-etreet. He told us that hie 

AS p ASTOR • father had had a dream, and in that 
T h h J • . dream ea.w himself falling down a pit, 

UESDA!, t e 5~ uly, was e.n import- 11,t the bottom of which was a ra.g1ng 
ant day in.the history or the West H~m- fire, and he saw a Ia.ildor aoroee the 
le.ne Ohu~oh. Tbe afbernoon meetrng ohaem, and in hie drea.m he clu'llg to 
was presided over by Mr. W,_ Jeyee ' that ladder and wa.s sa.ved. The pit was 
Styl~e. who opened the meetIDg by hell and the ladder wa.s salvation. 
le&dIDg ne eweet~y at the throne of Wben I went out to work I was " 
graoe. The oha.irma.n read and e?C-- terrible little Pharisee, beca.nee I 
µounded the lat~er pa.rt of 2 Cor •. "·• thought my religious training pla.oecl 
.. nd ad~reeeea emtable to the oooa.e1on me above my ungodly workmates. Such 
were giv~n by brethren J · E. Flegg, a Pharisee was I that I onoe oried 
Ila.II. White. e.nd Sa.pey. E'l.oh ?~ the bitterly beoauee one or my workmates 
brethren ol~eed helpful and _spiritual accneed me of lyioa, I w t _ 
:\ddreeeee with hearty good w1ehe~ for .. " en on 
tbe blessing of God on onr pastor and Preserved in Jes11s when• 
h f • d w t H My feet me.de he.ate to hell, 

t e r1en s_ at ee am·, . 
1 

And there I should have been, 
Ere closing, brother Styles gripped I But He does a.II things well." 

brother Galley by tbe hand upon the . 
µlatform, and in • few well-chosen I l_gradna.lly went deep~r and ~eeper IDto 
.qorde heartily wished him God-speed. - sin, and at 16 was a bigger e1nner}han 
This truly happy meeting was closed by : I would tell to ~ortal m~n; for Th11 
,inginl!' "All hail the power of Jean's heart knoweth his ow_n bitterness, a:nd 
n&me.'"' A good unmber eat down to a. st_ran'!'er doth_ not 1ntermeddle !'Ith 
tea. , hie Joy.' _At th1~ age one Ea~tert1de I 

At the evening meeting the chapel , W&e staying with some friends at 
was nearly full. The president of the C~oydon, and they ~a';lted me. to go 
M..A.S.B.C., JJaetor E. White, oocnpied with them to a m1ss1on service. at 
the chair, and,. in openinl!' the meeting, Carshalton on Ee.!ter Sunday ev:en_mg. 
read part of 2 Tim. ii. Pastor Gibbens At .fi_rst I. r1:fn~ed, beoa?-ee I d1ehkecl 
earnestly sought God's blessing. After their Arm,~1a.n,1em! f_or in 111y hefI,d _-I 
a few introductory remarks, the chair- , we.e• a eta~ch Calv101at. As my friend" 
man oalled on pastor R. E. Sears to I kJ1ew. 1 _enJoyed a g?od oonntry :wa}1!, 
~tate the nature of a Gospel Church. At they 1m1tated the unJust steward 10 his 

·the conolnaion of brother Sears' in- alertne~s, and, for the sake of the walk, 
.__ t· b t· th f ll • persuaded me to go. I went. The 

s ..... c tv~ 0 aerva ions, e O owJDg preacher at the Pablio Hall, Carshal-
1nterest10g statement wa~_made by the ton, Surrey, was Mr. Mace, a Plymouth 
pastor. Mr. H. J • Galley· Brother, and the son of Jem Mace, the 

BIBTB AND CALL BY GBACE, prizefighter. I was determined to fincl 
On Sunday, July let, 1877, I entered all the fault with this Arminian that I 

this world tainted witb original sin, could. The Lord knew what He was 
imd it was not long before I contracted about, for 
&0tnal guilt. In my childish thonghte "The e.ppointed time rolled on apace, 
I often naed to think of myself as being Not to propose, bot ce.ll by grace; 
,. sinner. I had the inestimable boon I felt the arrows of diAtress, 
of dear Christian parents, who tried And found I had no hicling-ple.ce," 
to lead me in the right way, who Brother Mace-dear man, God bless 
earnestly prayed for my il&lvation and him-read out the worda, "How shall 
who always sa.w that I attended chapel we escape if we neglect so great ealva
a.nd Sunday-school. Severa.I early im- tion?" It was the Word of God that 
preBBions of a religiona nature came upon did i~. For fifteen months those words 
my mind in my childhood; whether gave me no rest. I could not get away 
they were the work of the Holy Spirit from them, though I tried to drown 
,-,r only natural religions impree11iona them. First I tried, going deeper into 
I cannot aay-the Lord knows. When sin. 1 kicked against the pricks, but the 
.. bout 10 years of age I was deeply longauffering, free, sovereign, invin
tonched by a Scripture lesson at day- cible, irresistible grace of God would 
school on the "Crucifixion." My old 11,,t let me go. Then I tried to be good, 
schoolmaster, who is a Wesleyan minis- but-
ter, dealt with the sufferings of our ·'The more I strove aga;nst Its power, 
µrecious Jeans in snob a tonchiDII' I ainned and stnmbled but the more, 
LD11onner that I was broken down; I Till, late, I heard my Saviow- se.y, 
could do no more lessons for the rest of 'Come hither, soul, I o.m the Way.'" 
tbe morning. and I could eat no dinner. I almost despaired under the agony of 
About a year later I was again deeply deep oonvict1on of sin. But, hleee the 
i mpresaed tbrongh my S!lllday-school dear Lord, the light came; I was 



AND GOSPEI, H~~f{Af,f>. 25:i 

sitting in Bonhill Fielde Bori .. I I The Lord opened my month again nt 
Groonds at the time, for I often went prayer-meetinge held at the home of 
there In my dinner-hour, and I need to brother H.J. Huolrett, of Sooth Haolr
loolr at one side of Banyan's tomb, ney. At those blessed meetings I wa• 
whioh depioted Ohristian with hie mooh helped of God, and there I 
burden, and sigh and eay, "That is my received tbe • first eeal to my labours. 
oondltion." Then I need to longingly To God be all the glory. Then brother 
look at the other side, whioh repre- H.J. Hnolrett, brother A. J. Eleey, and 
eented Ohrietian with hie burden gone, I were led to commence open-air 
and say, "I wish that was my preaohing. The Lord biassed His Word, 
happy Btate." Bot, on this particular Bonls were saved,---one of whom ie now 
oooasion, I had bought a new pocket- in glory, and seekers found peace. One 
Testament, and eat down on a tomb- way and another, nnsonght by me, the 
stone to read it to Bee if there was any Lord opened doors amonl!' all kinds of 
hope for me. I opened it meohanioally, folk in most evangelical denominations, 
not desiring to tom to any particular Many of them never asked me a second 
pag4?t_and my eyes li13"hted on EpheB. ii. time. About seven years ago I broke 
1, ·• xoo bath He qo1okened who were do111n in health, and was sent to St. 
dead in trespasses and sins." I believe Margaret's Bay, nea.r Dover, for my 
the sovereignty of God overruled the health. Whilst there one of the late 
bookbinder when he boU11d that Testa- beloved C. H. Sporgeon'e colporteors 
ment BO that it Bhould open at that ~rsoaded ~e to preach in tlle little 
page. My burden was gone, I believed village Baptist Cha.pel. I did, a.nd the 
in Jesus; I rejoiced in psrsona;l ealva- dear Lord blessed the Word to ma.ny 
tion, and ooold have leaped for Joy; the present, some of whom had sa.t under 
whir of the tran;oar wheels, the rattle dear Spurgeon's ministry for yea.re. 
of the tires of the wheels of other For nearly five years I never preached 
vehicles over the stone cobbh,s, and all in a. chapel aga.in, although I wa.s 
other sounds seemed to be joining me in working harder than ever in open-air 
praising God. By the grace of God I work•, Sonday-school teaching and 
have continued to this day, childre_n's services. The Lord gradually 

"A monument of grace, and pamfolly revealed to me that I W&i! 
A sinner saved by blood; working in the wrong pla.ce. In God'8 

The streams of love I trace sovereignty I was subjected to a. deal of 
Up to the Fountain-God, adverse criticism and discoura.l!'ement, 

And in His se.cred bosom see ,, I both to hnmble me a.ad to pot me into 
Eternal thoug~ts. of love to _me. another sphere of labour. At last the 

It was. ~y happy pr1v1lege to sit under cold-water cure reached its climax, and 
the m1n1stry of the late belovsd G. W. I was compelled and impelled to give 
·shepherd. Nev~r before nor eince have up, I wandered a.boot from Congrega-
1 ha~ such bles'!mgs as I had nnder the tionalist to General Baptist. and hack 
glorious preaohlDlf of that dear man_ o_f again, bot I foond but little food there. 
God .. Never shall I forget t~e pr~v1- for the doctrines of sovereign grace 
leged walks and talks I had with him. held me. My wanderings made me 
He was ,used of God to _encourage me to more a Strict and Pa.rticolar Baptist 
be baptised. He baptised me, and he than ever I was. To establish me in 
alway!! propl\eBied that I would enter the faith, the Lord drove me where the 
the m101stry. doctrines of gra.ce were not preached. 

CALL TO THE MIN·ISTBY Albei~ I love and highly esteem very 

S t . ft b • b . ' T many dear Christian people in all the 
ome 1~ 8 a er emg aptised .:. had Protestant del!ominations. I love them 

a grea.~ desire to tell others of the great for Jesus· sake, bot hate their doctrine 
salvation that had saved me. My dear of free-will. Abont this time the Lord 
pastor, brother G. VJ. Shepherd, used to sent a dea.r angel of light in the shape 
hold a week-evening Bible-class _for of dear brother Noyes, of Poplar. to come 
yo~ng men, and women. One evening, to my aid. That dear aged servant of 
owmg to 1llneee, he was a~sent. and God took me by the hand and repeatedly 
there was none to fill the oha1r. Every- had me to preach at Bethel, Poplar. To 
body _refused to do so, I felt that the my dying day I shall feel that next to 
m~etmg must D.Ot be abandoned, so, God I owe brother Noyes a debt of 
with the unanimous consent _and urgent gratitude I oaD. never pay God bless 
request of all present, I tried to pre- him • 
side. _Our d_ea.r brother, E. P, Ba~dwin, • CALL TO WEST H.cl.lt:. 
of Ehm, Limehouse, took part 1D the 
olass, and the Lord helped me to speak 
for about twenty minutes. That was 
my first attempt at public speaking. I 
was praised and weD.':. away, alas I alas I 
puffed up with pride. On the next few 
oooasions when I attempted to speak in 
public the Lord humbled me by letting 
me break down ir1 half a minute or so. 

One Good Friday, at one of brother 
Noyes' SUllday-school anniversaries, I 
was introduced to brother John Apple
l!'&te, who is a member of the Church at 
West Ham, engaged in work amongst 
the ohilren. He asked me to address 
the children at the Sunday evening 
children's service and the Sunday-
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school in tbe afternoon. I did so, and 
aho, in response to further invitations, 
Jid so again in three months, and yet 
age.in at the end of another three 
months. Brother Cowell, secretary of 
the Christian band, then approached 
me with a request that I would give 
them an address. The Lord graoioo.sly 
helped me to give them a lecture on the 
'· Life of John Bunyan," and subse
quently to deliver four lectures on the 
" Life and Times of Martin Luther." 
At this juncture the deacons asked me 
to preach one Thursday evening. I did 
as they asked, and by the help of God I 
was enabled to preaoh several more 
Thursdays at their invitation. After
ward~ I wae req nested to preach one 
Sunday. Again, by the help of God, .I 
acquiesced, and preached on Whit
Snnday, 1903. Then followed two 
Sundays in July, four in August, and 
one in September last. • The Executive 
then called a Church meetinl!', at which 
I was invited to fill the pnlpit dnring 
Ootober, November,and December. By 
the special grace of God I ·was enabled 
to do so. Finally the Chnrch invited 
me to supply for the first three months 
in 1904, with a view to the pastorate. I 
felt altogether insufficient for this. and 
:i.sked them to give me six months to 
oray over it and consider the matter. 
I received no answer to my prayers 
other than continued blessing on my 
labours in the Lord, and the open door 
which I had never sought, so I felt that 
this m11Bt be an answer to prayer, especi
ally when it was co11Bnmmated by the 
vote of an overwhrlming majority 
electing me to the pastorate. Here I 
am. By the g-racE> of God I a~ what I 
am, and where I am. It 1s ~ll ~o 
unexpected that I hardly realise 1t 
yet. But I feel constrained to believe 
that 

" Re that bath helped me hitherto 
Will help me all my journey through." 

Brethren, pray for me, that God mu.y 
be glorified, for J esUB' sake. Amen. 

Brother Upedale, senior deacon, 
having etated the leading of the Lord 
in the choice of brother Galley, all the 
Church members present were re
quested to rise, and the Divine blessing 
on the union of pastor and people was 
earnestly 11ought by pastor F. Fells, of 
Highbury. 

The charge to the pastor was given 
by our brother E. Mitchell from I 
These. v. 12, 13, and the charge to the 
Church by J,B,Btor E. Marsh from 1 Tim. 
iv.16. 

The services wer.e brought to a olose 
by brother Vincent offering prayer. 

We pray the union may be la.sting 
a.nd fruitfal. 

WETHERDEN (MISSION CHAPEL).
The second Sunday-school a.nniveraary 
was held on Whit-Sunday, May 22nd. 

Mr. W. H. Abrahams, af Woolwioh, 
preached two sermons, morning and 
evening-in the morning from John 
xiv. 6, "I am the Way"; in the evening 
from I~a. xxxii, 18. In the afternoon 
addressed sobolara and friends from 
Gen. xxvji. ._28, "God give ,thee- of the 
dew of heaven." Special hymns were 
sung by the ohildren, congregations 
good, and a very enjoyable day was 
spent. Since last anniversary our 
school, Bible-olase .... and congregations 
have increased. we feel the Lord is 
working in our midst, and oan ~a¥, 
"Truly God is good to Israel." Thi~ 
encourages us to go forward in oor 
la boor of love. Collections good.-J. 
M. SEA.DON, 

CARLTON, BEDS.-On July 14th 
friends from surrounding districts 
joined with us to recognise God's 
goodness ·through another year. The 
occasion was the anniversary of this 
time-honoured cause, and the preacher, 
pastor J. E. Flegg. He was much 
helped afternoon and evening to set 
forth Goepel truth, and many said it 
was good to be there.-E. J. 

IPSWICH. (ZoAR).- Sunday-school 
annivereary was held on June- 26th, 
when pastor H. Boulton preached 
morning and evening, and in the after
aoon he addressed the pa.rents, soholars 
and teachers. Our brother seemed at 
home, and the workers were muoh 
encouraged by the Word.·· A good 
company was present in' the afternoon, 
when the children recited variom 
pieces very oreditably. Special hymns 
and anthems were sung. We were 
favoured with beautiful weather, good 
oongregatione, and an average collection 
-just over :£8. On the 29th an enjoyable 
day was spent by the children in Cliff 
Meadow, many friends joining us at 
tea. May God bless the lade and lasses, 
and may many sons and· daughters be 
born at Zoar.-A. F0RSDICK. 

ALDRINGHAM. 
N0NA~ENA.RIA.N ANNIVERSARY. 

THE SUBday-echool passed its ninetieth 
milestone at Whitsuntide, amongst 
many pleasurable tokens of suooese. 
Pastor H. M. Morlin~ preached in the 
morning from Paul e memorable ex
hortation (1 Cor. xv. 58). The work of 
the teacher is essentially an every-day 
work. The children must be oared for 
during the week if their real interest 
and soule' welfare ie the teachers' aim. 
In the afternoon and evening the chil
dren recited in capital stylo a good 
selection of poetry, in which the old 
truthli were predominant. On the 
morrow the treat took place. With a 
beautiful day, happy scholars and 
teachere, and beautiful surroundings, 

I the old "Chapel on the Common" 
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looked as worthy as ever or its name 
and plaoe-yee., the surroundinge looked 
worthier of a. better house or: prayeT, 
whioh indeed is the objeot of the little 
band worshipping there, who, with M'r. 
J. S. Oxborrow as seorete.ry, have 
already raised upwards or £100 towards 
this end. May their efforts be abun
dantly blessed. Prizes of books and 
olothing, valued at £13, were dis-
tributed. -

On Tuesday the servioes were con
tinued. A large number sat down to 
tea. In the evPiiing the special prizes 
were distributed by the pastor. The 
secretary (Mr. I. Nicholls) ree.d the 
usual report, in which he referred to the 
love a.ad unity existing between tbe 
superintendent (Mr. W. H. Botwright), 
who has a.dmirably filled that office for 
sixteen years, and all the workers. The 
hymns, condaoted by Mr. S. Nicholls, 
with Mr. Botwright. jun., as organist, 
were heartily sung. The collection• 
(£8 9s. 7d.) and the Treat Fund 
(£11 12s. 6d., oolleoted by Messrs. F. 
Girling and Stanley Nicholls) esta.b
Hshed a record. A noticeable fee.tare 
of the treat was e. stall belonging to the 
sohool, where Mr. J, Meadows dispensed 
light refreshments and a cheery word in 
aid of the sohool funds. 

OLD FRIEND. 

SA.FFRON WALDEN.-On Jnly 7th 
interesting services were held to oele, 
brate the 84.th anniversary of the Cause. 
Two sermons were preaohed by pastor 
James E. Flegg (Wandsworth Common) 
-in the afternoon from Hosea iii 6;.-a.nd 
iu• the evening from RoQI, viii. --31-
whioh were muoh enjoyed and appreci
ated by those present, some of whom 
came- from the neighbonring villages. 
We trust the Word will abound in 
blessing for days to come, A good 
company gathered to tea, and the col
Jeotion was about the same as le.et year. 
r-0,T. P. 

BRENTFORD (NORTH·ROAD).-On 
Thursday, June 30th, we celebrated the 
11th anniversary of our pastor's (Mr. R. 
Mutimer) ministiy. Pastor E. Mitohell 
preached in the afternoon from John 
iv, 28, 29, "The woman then left her 
waterpot, and went her way into the 
oity, and saitb to the men, Come, see a 
Man, which told me all things th11.t ever 
I did. Is not this the Christ? " The 
divisions were: (1) The Preaoher, (2) 
The Sermon, (3) The Results, Iu the 
evening pastor J. E. Flegg pieaohed 
from 2 Cor. i. 12, "For our rejoioing is 
this, the testimony of our oonsoienoe, 
that in simplioity and godly sinoerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom, but ·by the 
graoe of God, we have had our oonversa
tion in the world, and more abunda11tly 
to you-ward." The divisioilil we_re: (1) 
The Minister's Lifework, (2) A Minis-

ter's Acknowledgements, (~) The 
Minister'a Rejoicing. The attendance 
we.a good, and the sermons muoh appre
oiated. We were able to hand to our 
pastor e. good sum, e.s a token of our 
love and esteem for bim, e.s tbe result 
of the collections. We e.re deeply the.nk
fnl to God tor helping our dea.r pastor 
in his work here. e.nd ma.ny labours 
elsewhere, for ~o long e. time. We have 
many tokens of the Lord's favour and 
blessing here, e.nd we rejoice that the 
ministry of our pastor is a.lso being 
greatly blessed among the Churches 
where he is called to preach. Ma.ny a.re 
obliged to come forth a.nd tell the 
Lord's people how the Word ha.a been 
applied by the Holy Spirit with 
gracious power to their souls. We 
thank our coven-a.nt God for past 
mercies, and pray tha.t even more of 
His blessing e.nd grace ma.y be seen in 
the future, while we ascribe e.ll the 
praise and glory to His na.me.-E. 
FROMOW. 

LEYTON (GOLDSMITH·RO.!.D).-Th" 
ninth anniversary of the formation of 
the Church we.a celebrated on June 5th 
and 7th. Mr. W. Church preached on 
the Sonday morning from Heb. iv. 15. 
noticing our perfect Priest, His sym
pathy a.nd tenderness; while the evening 
subject was from the next verse. •· Let 
us, therefore, come boldly to the throne 
of grace," &c., noticing-Where we are 
to come, when, how, and why. The ser
vices were continued on Tuesday after
noon, when a, sermon was preached by 
Mr. E. Marsh, who also took Heb. iv. 15 
a.s his subjeot, a.nd several present felt 
it indeed good to listen to his touching 
exposition. Tea was followed by o. 
public meeting. Mr. W. G. Fa.unch, the 
chairman, read Pi!ll,lm cxvi., and after 
prayer by Mr. Thrower, the chairman 
made some encouraging remarks on the 
Psalm rea.d, also referring to the 
struggles of his own Church in the past. 
Mr. Licence spoke from the words, 
"And all thy children shall be taught 
of the Lord," pointing out that the 
ohildren of God were taught by the 
Holy Spirit to see themselves a.s sinners, 
to see Christ e.s their Se.viour, to make 
confession unto Him, to see that they 
a.re accepted only in the Beloved, and to 
devote themselves to His service. Mr. 
Silvester gave an address from_ the 
words in Solomon's Song i. 10, "Thy 
oheeks are oomely"'With rows of jewels," 
notioing six jewels adorning the people 
of God, viz. :-Faith, Hope, Love, 
Humility, Meekness, Patience. Mr. 
Mush took Heb. vii. 2;, a.s his subject, 
speaking of the perpetuity of the inte~
oession of Christ a.nd the reality of His 
Person. Mr. Gibbens addressed the 
meeting from the words in Dent. xxxii, 
3, h Asoribe ye greatruiss unto our God." 
His love is grea.t-grea.t because of the 
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disr,e.rity between Him and the objeots 
of Hie love; 11:reat beoauee of the eaori
fioe it made. and beo&use bf its nn
changini,:- oharacter; the greatness of 
Hie mercy, graoe and glory were also 
enlarged upon. 

MA.RCH.-The Sabbath-sohool anni
vereary of Providence Chapel was oele
brated on Lord's-day, July 10th, when 
Mr. W. Jeyee Styles preached morning 
and evening. and oondaoted a servioe 
for youn11: people in the afternoon. 
Congreg-ations were large and servioee 
much appreoiated. The annual treat 
took plaoe on the Tuesday following. 
The prooeeds of the two daya amonnted 
to £2i 10,. "We thank God, and go 
forward. 

STEVE!\' A.GE (A.LBERT·BTREET 
CHAPEL). - The anniversary of the 
school conneoted with the above was 
oel.ebrated on J nly 10th. Speoial ser
mons were preached by the pastor (Mr. 
Freston). who was gree.tly helped ; also 
when addl'l'J88ing the children in the 
afternoon. Suitable hymns were sung 
by the scholar• and friends. Collections 
realised about £6 16,. F11ovoured with a 
fine day good congreg-ations g..thered to 
hear the way of salvation ptaiDly 
pointed out. May great results follow, 
and He shall have the pra.ise.-DAVID. 

BRA.DFIELD -ST.-GEORGE.-The 
54th anniversary eervioee, held on Whit
Sunda.y &nd Monday, May 22nd and 
23rd, were in no wise wanting in 
interest and profit than those of former 
years. Tbe ministry of onr brother F, 
J. Harsant was much enjoyed on the 
Sunday. The members of the Chnrch 
and oongregation told np well on 
both days. Brother A.. Morling preached 
a.n excellent sermon on the Monday 
afternoon upon "The Priesthood of the 
Lord J esne.'· About 120 were present 
at tea. Our brother, Mr. G. Cobb. pre
sided at the evening meeting.· Mr. W. 
Dixon thanked all the friends who had 
come from other Churches to help ns. 
Earnest and helpful addresses were 
l!"iven by our brethren D. Flavell, G. F. 
Wall, F. J. Ha.rsant, aud A. Marling. 
As a little part of the one Church we 
have many reasons to be thankful, and 
we are-and to praise the Lord, and we 
do. Hallelujah! Amen. 

HOXNE.-On Whit-Sunday and Mon
day we held our anniversary services. 
The pastor (Mr. H. Lock) preached three 
sermons on the Sunday to good congre
gations. In the morning from Gen. 
xlvi. 4 ; afternoon, lea. xxxiii. 21; and 
in the evening, Exod. xii. 13. O.a the 
Monday afternoon several piece6 were 
recited by the scholare. A dialogue, 
entitled, '' The Road to Success, and 
Some who have Travelled it," written 

for the ocoasion by one of the teaohere, 
was rendered by two of the young men 
in the Bible Olaes. The ohildren were 
then addressed by Mr. Oonleon, of 
Waleham-le-Willows,from "Searoh the 
Soriptnres." After tea. at whioh over 
160 were present, a publio meeting was 
held, presided over br _ the pastor. 
Prayer was offered by Mr. Allam, of 
Horham, and addressee were given by 
Messrs. Ooulson, Stannard, and our 
pastor. Colleotions exoeeded previous 
years. Goc!_grant many suoh seasons.
ONE WHO WAS THERE, 

BRIXTON TA.BERNAOLE. 
PASTOR'S 33RD ANNIVERSARY. 

SPECIAL services were held on Lord'e
day, June 12th, when the pastor (Mr. 0. 
Cornwell)-preaohed. The morning text 
was Col. ii. 9: "For in Him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the godhead bodily." He 
bore testimony to tbe faot (1) that 
there is a fulnees of the Spirit of God 
d wellinir in Christ, (2) th11t this fnlness 
dwells 1n Him in snob a way that it 
does not dwell in the Chnroh, and (3) 
that a part of the lnlneBB is oommuni
cated to the Chnroh now. We were 
thus. led to see that "Christ is God," 
that of His fulnees have all we reoeived, 
and that His image being upon the 
heart He dwells in it by faith. 

It_ is hoped that the evening sermon, 
beinjf the fourth delivered upon Divine 
Inspiration, will shortly appear in 
print. 

On Tuesday, June Htb, Mr. Thoma.a 
Bradbnry preaohed in the afternoon 
from John xx. 21: "Then said Jesus to 
them again, Peaoe be unto yon." His 
testimo.ny was that this precious legaoy 
was the ontoome of God's blessed 
covenant, that it was bought by the 
blood of the oovenant, and wrought out 
by the righteousness of Christ. 

In the evenin(,!' Mr. George Savage 
took the ohair at the pnblio meeting, 
reading Galatians vi., and engaging in 
prayer. 

Mr. Jamee Clark was helped to speak 
from 1 Peter ii. 7, with reference to the 
believer building his bope on the 
preoious atoninir blood of Christ, his 
faith reoognising the perfeotion, 
strength, and eternity of this founda
tion, proving it to be so in seasons of 
trial. 

Mr. B. T. Dale's text was Pea. oxliv. 
11, and upon the conversation of the 
saints he said that the subject thereof 
would often be the ancient settlements 
of God and their enquiry for the old, 
well tried paths that they may walk 
therein, because they had learnt to 
depend upon them for their guide, suoh 
were sanctified and cleansed by the 
Word (Ephes. v. 26). The kingdom was 
not "meat and drink," but "righteous
nes~, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost" (Gal. v, 22), and its principal 
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glory wae "God in the mid et 1 " the 
power 1Jf it wae regener&tiog, preserving 
and euet&inlng, and ae th&t power wae 
the love of Ohrlet it oooetr&ined ne to 
speak of it through the infloenoe of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Mr. G. W. Olark spoke from the text: 
"The Lord ie good." F&ith in Him per
oeivee in all Hie aote that He ie good, 
and experienoe ronninir p&r&llel with 
faith says, "The Lord ie good to 111e." 
He oommunee with ue hy the w11,y some
times, and if at other times we feel f11,r 
away He fetohes ue baok with euoh a 
word ae '' Yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love, therefore with loving
kiildnees will I draw thee." We.qe.nnot 
always explain the mystery of H'is 
oompanionship-it is enough to have 
realised it . 

M.r. F. C. Holden, in speaking of the 
long unbroken friendship in spi~itual 
service with the pastor, dwelt on the 
singul&r love of God to them both that 
they were preserved np to that hour 
through the changes they bad passed 
through. In oontemple.ting this he had 
been led to thoee sublime words of 
Jehovah: "I am the Lord, I change 
not." From this he could say, "There
fore the sons of Jacob are not con
sumed." He was their Stronghold in 
.the day of trouble. Our brot)l.er was 
glad to be present at this meeting to 
testify to the faithful ministry of the 
Word at Brixton whereby the righteoos
ne~s of God imputed to poor sinners was 
proolaimed, and which was revealed 
from faith to faith-the dootrines of 
faith as set forth in the Word to the 
faith of God's elect in the believer's 
heart, thns leading its possessor to the 
Person of Christ, the Lord's anointed. 

Mr. Dolbey followed with &few kindly 
words to the pastor, and spoke to the 
friends on "Ministering the Gospel of 
God." Ministers, he said, did not have 
to make II Gospel, it was already re
v~aled. God had inscribed in.His HQ].y 
Word Hie own thoughts, and it was no 
small mercy to minister the purpoaee of 
God teetimonially, to speak of the im
mutability of God's counsel, His ever
lasting love, the gift of His Son as the 
one Mediator, and to put the best robe 
on His sons and daughters, tellinJ? them 
that it is theirs by right to minister 
bread to the hungry, water to the 
thirsty, healing .leaves on the tree of 
life to the poor in Zion and the 011st 
down by the way. Thie he believed 
was done in confidence in the love of 
God by all His sent servants. 

The pastor then followed with thanks 
to the chairman for so kindly presiding 
again at this meeting, to the brethren 
for their kind remarks, and to the 
friends for the sum oolleoted, namely, 
£16. He then briefly reviewed the 
speeohee, and for himself said-'-taking 
up the quotation by Mr. J. Clark of 

Mr. Rutherford's words-" I ete.od opon 
His merit I know oo other stand," 
which he had been helped hitherto to 
hold with an unwavering faith. 

J. BROWNING. 

ST. ALBAN3 (BETHEL).-The Sun
day-school e.nniversary in connection 
with this Catise waa held on Lord's. 
day, June 26th, 1904. when we were 
favoured to have in our midat aa speoial 
preacher for the occe.aion our esteemed 
brother pastor A.. E. Brown, of Ce.rmel, 
Pimlico, who preached mornio~ e.nd 
evening to good congregations. Be.sing 
his dieoourse in the morning on the 
words found in Paa. cxxvi. 6, our brother 
was helped' to pree.ch a. very en
couraging sermon, more than one of the 
labourers among the little ones receiving 
11 " lift by the way," and testifyin[I' to 
the presence of the Master of the vine
yard in our midet. In the afternoon 
brother Brown addressed the scholar•. 
parents, and friends from 2 Tim: ii. 3, 
pointing ont some of the easent1als of 
"11 good soldier of Jesus Christ." The 
Lord's presence was age.in realised in 
the evening, when our brother preached 
to & g_ood congregation from Rom. x. !l. 
10. Dealing more especially with the 
10th verse our brother was helped very 
ably to. define "Belief," and lastly also 
to show that it was imperative upon 
believers to confess the Lord J esns as 
the hope of eterne.l salvation. Special 
hymns, anthems, &:c., were snug by the 
scholars, and gave evidence of careful 
teaching at the hands of our sisters. the 
Misses B. and 11. Hawkins. Miss Panl 
presided at the organ with her accus
tomed ability. Collections in aid of the 
Sohool Funds were not quite up to last 
year, but we are thankfnl.-G. W. 

PECKHAM (ZION, HE..I.TON·R0..1.D),
On Thursday, June 16th, the second 
annual gathering of the Young- People's 
Jijble-class was held .. At 5.30 some 60 
friends sat down to tee.. The pubhc 
meeting commenced at 7.30 by singing-, 
"0 God of Israel, blese," and the reading 
of Psa. oxl v. Brother Crow b nrst engaged 
in prayer. The President, Mr. Knights, 
then read a statement dealing with the 
work of the pa.Rt year, which told of 
much blessing. Mr. Andrews_ (Fulham). 
spoke encouragingly on ·• Reaping," 
which was felt to be very helpful. Mr. 
E. W. Flegg next spoke ~n ." Associa
tion," and (!'ave us some stirring truths 
in connection with it. Mr. J. Reens 
followed, and after a short address, pre
sented Mr. J. Knights with a handsome 
writing-desk on behu.lf of the memhers 
of the olass,' as a token of ~heir '=1,igh 
esteem, and appreciation of hlB services. 
Mr. Knight~, who was taken by sur
prise, responded in a few words expres_s
ing his thankfulness. ~r. Ackland, in 
his address, ge.ve us a 11ft by the way. 



26() THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

Mr. W. D. C~owhnrst then spoke, briefly 
oonJrratnlat1Dg the young people on 
their effort. and their loyalty to the 
oauae of God. A happy g&thering, long 
to be remembered. w&s brought to 11, 

olose by the singj.ng of the Doxology,
W. FREWER. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

HORNSEY RrsE ARY LUM ANNIVERSA.RT. • 

To_ Horns1ff _Rise I betook myself on 
Fride.~·• Ju-tr~st, no_t for the first time, 
to enJo:r 11, ge.thermg that. with the 
returning Y!le.ra. brinl?s new joys and 
added plea~n'res. Nothing is more 
noticeable the.n the steadfastness and 
the loya'lty of the friends of the Institu
tion. and they gather yee.r by year in 
inoreasin1?nnmbers. old friends and new 
friends, to take the place of those ce.lled 
higher or unavoidably prevented. 
Thouf?h the day waa somewhat threaten
ing. thi• had no effect upon the e.ttend
ance. This yee.r new methods were 
tried, though the downpour of rain 
somewhat interfered with the success of 
the innovation. The tee.-meeting was 
abandoned, and in its place refresh
ments were served at small tables in the 
beautifnl rsardens of the Asylnm. The 
hall, which has hitherto been utilized 
for the tea-meeting, was this yee.r set 
apart for the usual sale of work which 
i~ held by the lady·.visitors on behalf of 
the Benevolent Fund for aiding the sick 
and infirm inmates. This was well 
patronized, as also were the refreshment 
t&bles. Amongst the company I noticed 
Messrs. W. Sinden, J. Knight, F. ·Fells, 
and of the Membn~ of tbe Committee 
there were present Messrs. W. J. P~rks 
(Treasurer), A. Boulden, T. Green, J. 
Hod~s, J. Glover, A. Hayles, J. B. 
Clayton, E. Carr, and Mr. J.E. Haz-lton 
(Secretary). The earlier pa.rt of the 
day was ta.ken up with visits to the 
rooms of the inmates, who, many of 
them, later on entertained select little 
parties of their relatives .and friends in 
their cosy, bright, and clean quarters.· 
The whole building is a monument of 
the unceasing care and the self-sacrifi
cing devotion of the Committee, who 
spare no pa.ins to keep it one of the 
most well-found and attractive asylums 
to be found in the country. The fine
looking gardens, with their wealth of 
foliage and flowers, were an attraction 
in themselves. 

Towards three o'clock the company 
began to wend their way towards the 
chapel, which waeepeedil:Y' crowded, and 
numbers were obliged to stand in the 
porches during the whole of the service, 
whicb was conducted throughout l.ly Mr. 
F. C. Lovely, of Bexley. 

Mr. Lovely took for his text Job xxiii. 
14, ·• For He performeth the thing that 
is appointed for us; and many such 
things a.re with Him." God's appoint-

ments, he said, were God's performinge, 
tho;ugh there were many appointments 
which God had reserved for Himself 
th_at He did not always make known to 
His people. He desired to lay before 
them some of God's appointments and 
hC!w He performed them, so tb.a.t he 
!111ght help those who had been wa.lkinp: 
ID crooked ways or under dark clouds, 
and could not understand God's 
mysterious dealings w_ith them .. God 
moved ID a mysterious way, His 
wonders to perform, and when the dark 
clouds of their experience pa.seed a.way, 
they would learn more _and • more the 
wonderful leadings of their Heavenly 
Father, and they would understand that 
the way in which He had led them was 
the right way. 
. God's appointments were His perform-
1ngs, and there was no failure in any
thmg that He had undertaken. When 
they saw that the happenings in their 
daily experiences were ma.i;ped and 
planned out by the Heavenly Father 
then life took on a different aspect'. 
Things did not happen by cha.nee, nor 
come una.wa.res. Job pasoing through 
trial little thought of the wonderful 
example he was leaving behind to God's 
tried children. Job had been a gree.t 
blessing to many in the various dark 
scenes of life, and reading the Book of 
Job they could see throul!'h it graoe 
shining out brighter and brig-hter., Job 
·did not know how much God's grace 
was able to do. The more fierce the 
furnace the brighter his faith. They had 
read "of the patience of Job," but Job 
we.a not a perfectly patient man, He 
often murmured against God's dispensa
tions and dealings. They would notice, 
however, that, notwitheta.n•ding these 
things God, in great kindness, called 
him a perfect man. Mr. Lovely then 
referred to God'd appointments concern
ing Hie people. 

Some might ·ask .the question, "Are 
the trials of life God's appointments?" 
Gould they leave them out, and say they 
were not 1 As a matter of f-aot, sun
shine ·and cloud, bright days and dark, 
cloudy de.ye, days of rejoicing and de.ye 
of sorrow, were a.II of God's arpoint
mente. Why were de.ye of tria sent ? 
If by grace faith was given to them, eo 
also God gave them trials. How could 
they know they had faith if they had 
no trials to teRt it 1 The tria.ls. and 
troubles of life were sent, moreover, to 
teach them how to pray. They might 
not understand them, perhaps. but 
"many such things are. with Him/' 
Could they not leave them, then 7 They 
could never understand, and it was nee
lees trying. As a mother must not, de.re 
not tell all to her children, so it WIH 
with the Heavenly Father in His rela
tion to H-ie earthly children. There 
were "many euoh thing-a with Him," 
and they must leave them there. _Mr. 
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Lovely oonoluded his sermon by Appee.l
ing on babe.If of the Al!'ed Pilgrims' 
Friend Booiety,And espeoie.lly on behAlf 
of the inme.tes of the Homsey Rise 
Asylum. 

At the oonolusion of the service 11,n 
IMijournment WAS me.de fo{ tee., 11,nd 
dnring the intervo.l between the After
noon And evening services brisk business 
was d'onll by the le.dies At their stalls in 
the Asylum He.II. In the evening, at 
6.45, another service was held in the 
chapel, the pre11.oher being, the Rev. J. 
e:, Hallett, of Brighton. The proceed
ings of the de.y were brought to a he.ppy 
oonolusion soon after eight o'clock. 

hee.thendom, 11.nd wAs owned or G-od to 
the conversion of sinners. Pastor F 
Fells (vice-president) spoke briefly in 
support of the work carried on, and the 
Benediction closed the proceeding~. 

I close 'this account with eome ve.lu
n.ble words spoken by the Right Hon. 
Evelyn Ashley : "I ventnre to assert 
th:;.t anybody who looks into this 
Society will see the.t it is an admirable 
charity, and that with Ohristian 
sympathy and -personal ministration it 
is carrying on an excellent work among 
the aged Christian poor throughout the 
country, enabling many hundreds to 
dwell in their own homes. For those of 
the pensioners who need shelter the 
Society provides four homee, and in 
these places of quiet refnge many a 
battered ship that h11.e been out in the 
storms during the le.et p11.rt of life's 
voyage finds pee.cefnl anchorage." 

Most of my readers will warmly re
echo the sentiments thus admirably ex
pressed; and those who would desire to 
do so in some tangible form should 
send their gifts, their donations, or their 
annual subscriptions to Mr. J. E. 
Hazelton, the secretary, at the office or 
the· Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, 83, 
Finsbury 1Pavement, E,C. 

A CORRESPONDENT. 
l 

SOUTH INDIA.N STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

THE half-yearly meetings were held at 
"Providence," High bury-place, on Jone 
7th last, and were well attended by 
friends. representing the various 
Churches interested in this very 
enccessfnl Society. In the afternoon, 
pastor Wren, of, Bedford, gave a striking 
sermon on missions, whioh was followed 
by a tea and public meeting, at .whioh 
the President (pastor J. Parnell) took 
the ohair. A very hearty welcome was 
aooorded Mr. Pearson (of Madras), one 
of the oldeBt members of the Church at 
St. Thomas'e Mount, who gave a graphio 
aooount of the good work carried on by 
Mr. Strickson and the native preachers. 
Pastor S. Gray .(Brighton), the secre
tary, gave an interim report of the 
work, and explained the reasons which 
led to Mr. Brooks' resignation, and the 
ohoioe of pastor J. D. Thomae (of Fern
dale) to suooeed him. The missionary 
elected followed with a sermon on 
Moses's rod as emblematioal of the 
Word of God, which to-day wrought 
suoh wonders among the hosts of 

KENTISH TOWN (KEPPEL-STREET 
MEMORIAL).-The 89th anniversAry or 
the Sunday-school we.~ celebrAted on 
Lord's-day, June 19th. The service, com
menced with a meeting for pr11.iee and 
prayer at 10 e..m., when 11, number of 
friends united with teachers e.nd scholar• 
at the throne of gre.ce. Pastor J. Ee.ster 
preached 11,pproprie.te sermons; in the 
morning from Pde.. xxv. 5, 11,nd in the 
evening from the words, " Behold the 
man" (John xix. 5). In the afternoon 
Pastor J. E. He.zelton, of Rill-street, 
conducted 11, young people's service, 
giving an interesting and helpful 11,ddrese 
from th·e words, ;, The rich and the poor 
meet together: the Lord is the Maker 
of them a;ll" (Prov. xxii. 2), taking 
four meeting places of rich and poor, 
the Cradle, the Cross, the Church, and 
the Cemetery. Specie.I hymns and 
anthems were song at all the services, 
under the leadership of Mr. White. 
Throughout the day we were fav,oured 
with good congregations. 

WALDRINGFIELD (SUFFOLK).
The anniveraary of the Sunday-school, 
always held on Whit-Monday, was this 
year attended with unusual interest. A 
very pleasant afternoon was spent in 
listening to the well-trained children 
sing and recite. The evening meeting 
was. the public recognition of Mr. 
William Emerson (of Ipswich) as pastor 
of the Church, and although it was not 
car1ied out in the strictly orthodox 
order, was a very happy and profitable 
meeting. As brother Emerson has been 
a member at Zoe.r since June, 1892, it 
was appropriate that Mr. Bardens shonld 
preside over this meeting. After sing
ing, the: chairman called upon brother 
Baldwin (Church secretary of Zoa.r) tJo 
invoke the Divine blessing); •and after 
l Tim. i. had been read, brother Emer
son gave a olear and satisfactory ac
oonnt of his call by grace, call to the 
ministry, and the leading of Divine 
providence to accept the pastorate of 
Waldringfield. Brother Philip, Dicker
son, the devoted senior deacon, briefly 
expressed his belief that the union was 
of the Lord and would be a blessing. 
The ohairman then united ~he hands of 
brother Emerson and brother Dickerson, 
a11d with a few words of loving counsel 
and advice to eaoh wished them God's 
blessing. A purse, containing £1 lls., 
was next presented to the new pastor 
from mjlmbers and friends, which was 
feelingly acknowledged, BrotJier Howe, 
in his usual warm-hearted manner, spoke. 
a few words of enoouragement to pastor 
and people. Brother Potter ( pastor of 
Grundisburgh) followed with a truly 
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,rr11nd e.nd eloqnent e.ddres~ on "Pente
cost.'' e.ssertin11: the.t ir the Cbnroh to
de.y wo_uld have the same blessinp: they 
mnst live under the se.me condition of 
e11rnei,t prayer e.nd love to one e.nother. 
Brother Ga.rdner ge.ve e. splendid e.d
dress upon "Who is on the Lord's side 1" 
And thu~ enooure.ged by the presenoe of 
me.ny friends who he.d worshipped with 
them in de.ye gone br, enooure.ged by 
proofs the.t the Lord of Hosts is with 
them. me.y t.his little Chnroh, which has 
been pe.storless some eight-or nine years, 
re.lly round its pastor, e.nd me.y Goo's 
ble,sin11: rest richly upon them. So 
prays-AN OLD SCHOLAR. 

MRS. ANNE BROOME, 
wife of the le.te Ca.leb Broome (for 28 
vee.re pastor of the Baptist Ca.use a.t 
Fressingfield). ha.s been ea.lied home. 
The writer we.s onlv brouirht into close 
touch with her in june, 1908, when she 
removed to Cle.ydon, and from the.t date 
worshipped at Blakenham. To know 
her was to love her. Sbe had many 
trie.ls. but wa.s al ways cheerful, and 
P.Ver ready to seek out the living in 
Zion, and speak a word to them a.bout 
that dea.r Master under whose ba.nner 
she enlisted over 50 years a.go. She 
worshipped at Bla.kenha.m on Easter 
Sunday, was ta.ken ill the following 
Monday, and on the 12th of April peace
fully passed away, aged 78 years, 
Through the kindness of Mr. Gowing 
(of Bricett) and Mr. G. F. Goidspink, ·on 
April 16th, her mortal remains were 
conveyed from Claydon toFressingfield, 
and there laid to rest by the side of her 
late hn.sband, according to her expreBSed 
-desire. On the following Lord's-day, 
April 17th, loving reference was made 
to the dece&Bed by her pastor (8. B. 
Stocker) while preaching at Blakenham 
from the words contained in Rev. xiv. 
13. One of her dan.ghters writes thus:
" My dear mother was baptized at 
Homerto Row by the late Da.niel Curtis, 
abon.t 50 years ago. She reme.ined an 
honon.rable member of a Christian 
Cho.rob n.ntil her death, ha.ving been 
connected with the Churches at Little 
Stonham, Fressingfield, and Bethesda, 
Stowmarket. She was not .a great 
talker, but a very consistent walker. 
She leaves six children to monrn her 
loea (five danghters and one son)-the 
son is imbecile, while two of the 
dan.ghters are n.nable to earn their own 
living. one having been afflicted for 
over 20 years with heart and spinal 
disease.•· May the Lord provide for the 
bereavec. and send to us at Blakenham 
other of His children as gentle, as foll 
of love to souls. &B kindly intereste.i in 
the welfare of His kingdom on earth as 
our dear sister Broome was. So prays
M. A. MooBE. 

GEORGI!: EATON (1817-1904) 
wae born at Try well. N orthamptonehire, 
e.nd reoeived rell11:ious impression·e when 
very young throu11:h a sermon whioh 
his employer ree.d one Sabbath evening 
at Fined-on. Though possibly not then 
regenerated and converted-but who 
shall sa.y 1-thA bias of his mind was 
ohanged, he eschewed evil oompanions, 
consulted his Bible, and began to show 
some discriminating love for eve.ngelioal 
truth, to the joy of hie God-tea.ring 
mother, who eaw in these faots the 
answer to me.ny prayers. Ptoviaenoe 
leading him to Leighton Buzzard, he 
there met with several other devout 
young men, in concert with whom he 
eetablished a Sunde.y-sohool. whioh led 
to the erection in 1842 of asm'l,11 Baptist 
chapel, in whioh, though the Cause is 
low, the worship or God is still main
tained. In this town he was baptised, 
prob-ebly when about 22 years of age
but no record of this event is available. 
In 1841 he oame to London, at first 
attending Shonldham-street Obapel, but 
finally settling at the old Spencer-place 
Chapel, n.nder the ministry of that 
father in Israel. Mr. J. Pea.cook, to 
whom he was devotedly attaohed. In 
1862 the terms or Commn.nion were 
changed, and with several other mem• 
bers, he retired to form the nuclen.s of a 
Strict Baptist Churoh, whioh for many 
sn.bseqnent years worshipped in. Wilder
ness-row Chapel, then recently vaoated 
by the oongreiration of Mr. Shorter and 
Mr.Woode .. Undflt the pastorate of Mr, 
Edgn.r1 Hewlett •• the Cause - grew and 
thrived, on.r- friend serving it as deacon 
with characteristio assiduity. In 1875 
the writer having, at that time, the 
pastoral charge of the Church at 
Islington-green, first formed his more 
intimate acquaintance-as, with several 
valn.ed friends, he deemed it right to 
have his membership removed to on.r 
fellowship. A more upright Christian 
never lived: clear-headed, firm in prin
oiple, sound in essential trn.th; while 
his beloved wife qniokly fon.nd her 
niche as the friend and teacher of the 
elder girls, and proved an ideal pastor's 
helper. After our removal to Keppel
street in 1879, they continued at Provi
denoe for some time ; but finally 
removed to Honnslo'\V, where, till 
advancing years diminished nature's 
strength, they laboured on the old lines 
and with much joy in the best of 
servioe at Zoar Chapel. His end, thongh 
he at times suffered muoh, was one of 
peace. Consciously resting on the 
"Rock of Ages," he softly mnrmn.red, 
almost to the last, " How firm a fonnda• 
tion I" His widow. who awaits the day 
of re-union in another world, desiree to 
express her thanks for many expressions 
of respect and sympathy.-W. JEYEB 
STYLES. 

JORN PARSONS, 
late Baptist minister, was born at Farn-
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oombe, Surrey. At the age of two years 
hie mother died, and hie father left him 
and hie brother to be ta.ken to the Work
honee, where he remained nntil eight 
yeare of age. He then entered a situa
tion at a farm-houee, and oontinued 
there about three years, when he 
obtained another situation with a ohuroh 
olergyman ae page boy. Here he wa;9 
brought under the influenoe of a 
Ohristian woman and her eon, who ,were 
the means of getting him to attend 
ootta.ge-meetinge·where the Goepel was 
preaohed. Through attending these ser
vices he was impressed, so that a moral 
change was manifest. Some long time 
paeeed, and one nil!'bt he had a remark• 
able dream oonoerning the last judg• 
ment, which was repeated the eeoond 
night. Thie filled him with deep concern 
as to the eeourity of hie immortal soul 
from the awfnl hell he had seen in 
vision. He went to severe.I places of 
worship, but the needed aeeuranoe was 
not given, until at length he heard the 
la.te J. Irons; under whose ministry he 
was brought forth into most blessed 
liberty of soul, and also greatly estab
lished in the dootrinee of sovereign 
grace. Eventually he joined Mr. Ir.one' 
Ohnrch, and continued a member for 
five years. During this time he became 
very anxious to tell to sinners round 
what a dear Saviour he had found. Con
sequently he sought the advice of hie 
pastor, and the counsel he gave was, 
that he ,had better wait, for if the Lord 
had a work for him to do, he would open 
three doors, first, a door of entrance into 
the truth ; eeoondly, a door of ntteranoe 
to speak the truth ; thirdly, a door of 
acoeptance to the people who loved the 
trutla. Shortly after this he was directed 
in the Providence of God to attend a 
little ohapel at Norwood, Here the Lord 
opened the way for him to preach hie 
first sermon from Pea. xvi. 15. He oon
tinued to preaoh at this plaoe about four 
months. At this time he became greatly 
exeroieed about believers' baptism. He 
wae oonetrained therefore to have an 
interview with Mr. Irons upon the 
matter, and soon found he was very 
muoh opposed to the ordinance, but the 
weakness of his arguments against it 
proved in an unmistakable way that it 
was divinely appointed. At this time he 
was preaohing • at Haye~l Middlesex, 
ocoaeionally, and hie mrnistry was 
greatly blessed to a young man, who was 
obliged to apply for baptism and mem
bership, and expressed a strong desire 
for Mr. Parsons to baptize him. The 
Ohurch apprised him of the wish of 
the young man, but he felt he must 
deoline, not having been baptized him
self. He sugj!'ested that another minister 
should be asked to take the service., and 
he would be baptized with the young 
friend. The Church, therefore, invited 
Thomae Stringer to officiate, and he 
willingly coucurred with the Churoh at 

Hayes. After being be.ptized, the Church 
at ~ayes !!'ave him e. ce.11 to the pe.store.te, 
whtoh be e.ocepted. e.nd continued there 
e.bout four yee.rs Upon Iee.ving He.yes 
he reoeived e. ce.11 from the Cbaroh e.t 
Cbeebe.m, e.nd reme.ined there ten yee.re. 
At the end of this period he received e. 
oall from the Church e.t North-roe.d 
Brentford, which he e.ccepted. He we.~ 
received into the Church, Me.y let, l>l~9. 
and we.s the honoured pe.stor for 
twenty-seven years e. member of the 
Church forty-Ii ve. .. Here he experien ~ed 
numerous bleseinl!'B e.nd me.ny trie.le. 
March 15th, 1882, he we.a seized with e. 
stroke on the right side, so tbe.t he wa.s 
notable e.ga.in to pree.cb !or seven weeks. 
He continoed under great difficulties 
until 1886, when he we.s obliged to resign. 
May 20th, e. public meeting wa.s held, 
when Mr. Dimmack, a deacon ,of the 
Church, presented him with the hand
some sum of £216, which we.a collected 
e.mong the different Churches. For many 
years he he.a been e. grea.t sufferer, e.nd 
for some ooneidere.ble time obliged to 
keep to bis bed. He received the home
call, June 29th, 1904. Hismorte.l reme.ins 
were ta.ken into the chapel, where he so 
long ministered, the pe.stor, R. Mu timer, 
offioia.ting, assisted by S. T. Belcher. 
Interred e.t Ea.ling Cemetery. Thea.hove 
is but a. brief sketch of the interesting 
life of this serve.at of God, a.s a.n e.nto
biogre.phy will shortly be published, 
being now in the bands of the printer, 
and will be notified when ready in this 
periodica.1.-R. MUTI:UER. 

MARTIN Hooo WILKIN, 
Minister of Bassett-street Chapel, KentiBh 

Town. 
By the death of this esteemed 

Christian gentleman. e. faithful sup
porter of the Strict Be.ptist Ca.use we.a 
removed from the Church militant. Hie 
father, Mr. Simon Wilkin, of Norwich, 
when left a.n orphan of six years, we.s 
placed by his father's will a.a e. we.rd 
e.nd private pupil of Rev. Joseph 
Kinghorn, of the Be.ptiet Church, 
Norwiob, eminent e.s e. Hebrew scbole.r. 
and the e.dvoce.te of Strict Communion 
in oontroversy with the Rev. Robert 
Hall. Mr, S. Wilkin we.s afterwe.rds one 
of the two Trustees who acted on behalf 
of the Striot Communion members of 
the Chnrch of St. Me.ry'e, Norwich, in 
the legal proceedings knowJ).at the time 
e.e the "N orwioh Chapel Case," of 1860. 
Hie son, Mr. Me.rtin WHkin, then e. 
young me.n, had no connectio:n what
ever with the oa.se, bot he was well 
e.cquainted with the fa.cts, a.nd always 
kept in bis heart a we.rm corner for 
those, who, by their conscientious con
victions on the communion question 
were often exposed to ooldnes~ e.nd 
negleot from brethren who held, wha.t 
a.re often considered, more libera.l views. 
Mr. Wilkin held the ea.me views e.s bis 
father. When still voung, be turned his 
thoughts to eve.n·gelistio work. a.nd 
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aought out the Almost uninhabited , 
district of Gospel Oe.k, on which speou
latin-g builders were then laying out 
•treets and roe.cs. There he entered into 
friendly relations with the clergyman 
of an iron oh arch. then the only place 
of worship in the district. He began a 
mission first in a railway aroh, and 
afterwards in a shop. This led to the 
form&tion of a Strict Be.ptist Churoh, 
strong on the doctrines of sovereign 
,rraoe o.nd earnest in preaching salva
tion to the perishing sinners. A Temper
anoe Hall was @nbsequently engaged 
for the little Church with its already 
flourishing Sanday-schools, and when 
the Society ge.ve this up he purchased 
the building, and fitted it op as 11, place 
of worship. ThPre, for many years, he 
kept the pulpit suitably supplied, 
preaching himself in the morning. The 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper was 
administered weekly as in the Apostolic 
days. He was unanimously chosen 
pastor, and all the members regarded 
him with l!'reat affection and respect. 
This office he retained for twenty years, 
when failing health compelled him to 
give up his loved work. He reoeived 
several offers for the ohapel, which he 
refused, lest differences in faith and 
practice should drive the members of 
his own Church toaeek other homes. At 
this j nnctnre, the old Keppel-street 
Church. holdintr the same views on faith 
and church order as Mr. Wilkin, were 
driven from the building they had so 
long held, and after extensive and 
laborious search were unable to obtain 
a chapel. They applied to him for the 
buildin11; in Bassett-street, which they 
were allowed to p11rchase for less than 
a third of its cost. The two Ch11rches 
thus amalgamated under the pastorate 
of H. Tydemann Chilvers,and they were -
shortly joined by the members of the 
Church meeting in the Camden High 
School. which was at this time also re
called by the owners. The 11nited oa11ses 
are now known as the '' Keppel-street 
.Memorial Church." Mr. Wilkin was a 
warm friend of the " German Baptist 
Mission," founded by Rev. Johann 
Gerhardt Oncken, and for twenty yea.re 
he held the offices of treasurer of its 
English branch, and was Editor of itli 
or11;an, Tke Reporter, In both these 
offices he has been e11oceeded by Pastor 
Oncken's son. Churches connected with 
this Mission are now spread thrJ11gh-
011t Germany, Switzerland, Prnseian 
Poland. Bohemia, "1!d man_y parts of 
Rn.esia_- All practice Strict Commanion 
and its weekly celebrations; are sound 
i !l the doctrines of grace ae held in this 
country, and are imbned with t~e 
missionary zeal and energy of their 
great pioneer, who, fifty years since, 
fought and w~n the battle for ~eligi~ne 
toleration against the persecuting ~1e_r
archies of Central Europe. Mr. Wilkin 
also took great interest, and for twenty 

years h,boared hard, and spent maoh in 
the intereet9 of "The Baptist Traot 
Society," then the only Society publish
ing Baptist Literature in Enghmd. It 
then issued exoellent tracts in favour 
and explanatorv of Baptist views, and 
the praotioe of Strict Oommunion. Some, 
of these can probably be still obtained 
by applioation. from the Baptist Tract 
and _Book Society. Although faithful 
to his coneoienoe Mr. Wilkin wo.e of & 
genial nature, and maintained friendly 
relations with all einoere Christians, and 
was_ welcomed by the Lord's people of 
various denominations, joining them in 
:works of faith and love, and only draw -
ing back for striotly conscientious 
reason_s. While thus gladly working 
for ~he Master, till within a few years 
of ~1s death, he was closely engaged in 
business .. When he retired in 1900, many 
of his employees were former scholars 
&nd teachers in his Sanday-eohoole, by 
all of whom he was respected and loved. 
To them by the testimony of hie honour- . 
able commercial career, he" being dead, 
yet speaketh." On the 13th of May 
19CM, he passed away painlessly and 
peacefully. Hie remains were interred 
in the eemetery in Sidmouth, 8011th 
Devon.-Revised by W. J .. N. 

GBOBGE YEOWELL. 

Th·e Church at Shalom,Oval, Haokney
road, has snstaine~ a severe loss by the 
sodden home-oall of this beloved brother,. 
who for nearly_ 20 years has been an 
honoured deacon an.d many years Bible
class teacher. On Wedneeday,July6th, 
when he was present at the service, he 
appeared to be in hie asnal health, and 
led the singing. The closing hymn, t;he 
last verse of whioh especially-

" Come, ob my spirit, higher still; 
Swell the celestial lays ; 

Higher than all the heights of heaven 
Sound ;r~su'a ~ndless praise 1' -

he sung with heartiness. At the close 
he expressed how much he had enjoyed 
the service, but immediately after oom-
plained of pain in his head, and was 
seized by a fit, his fall being prevented 
by brother Kingston. He was taken 
home, and on coming to he said 
(althongh incoherently), "That last 
hymn went well." It was liia last song, 
here, lor abo11t:six ho11rs s.fterwarde he 
passed away. to sing the song in the 
homeland. He will be greatly missed ; 
he was punctual, and, when well, always 
in. hie place, and gave out the hymns. 
We sorrow, not so much for him as for 
our dear sister, hie widow. Hie earthly 
tabernacle was conveyed to Shalom, 
where the service was oondncted by 
brethren J. Kingston and H. D. Mobbs,, 
and afterwards conveyed to its resting
place at Manor Park, May the Lord 
grant to us w:ho rema.in a double portion 
of that earnest spirit with whioh he 
was favoured, and raise up others to fill 
the vacant places,-D. L. 



A PERSONAL PROTEST FROM THE EDITOR. 

IN conducting this Magazine, I wait month by month on the Lord to 
furnish me, as Editor, with such matter as will promote His glory. Firm 
in my own convictions of the truth, I seek the co-operation of none who do 
not share my sentiments. A "free hand" was given me, when last yea.r 
I resumed this branch of my Master's service, and while I would give no 
offence, lest my ministry be blamed, I would abstain from seeking to 
please men as men, however wealthy or influential they may be. Articles 
that are truthful, timely, and plainly expressed, especially if a little 
unction, savour or power rests on my own soul in their perusal, I insert 
with grateful appreciation, and urgently pray for such to be sent, a.s 
need a.rises. 

It has not been God's pleasure to move one of my Associates to prepare 
a pa.per on the recent Judgment of the Lord Chancellor in the Scottish 
Church Case : nor was it laid on my own heart to pen and print a personal 
opinion. The occurrence, indeed, recalled the Norwich Chapel Case of 
1860, when the letter of the Law was so unjustly suffered to over-ride the 
verdict of the Nonconformist Conscience expressed through some of the 
holiest of men. In the present matter, however, much is involved that 
only a legal mind can grasp-and I have felt that it was the will of God 
that we should "Study to be quiet, and to do our own business.·• 

This important text does not apparently lie with the same weight on 
the heart of Dr. Robertson Nicoll, who, in successive Numbers of the 
British Weekly has ma.de the recent Decision the occasion of two most 
vigorous attacks on the principles of his t:hristian brethren, the Strict and 
Particular Baptists-though these have not the slightest connection with 
the matter under his consideration. 

In the issue for August 11th, 1904, he asserts, with perfect truth, that 
we, as a Body, are opposed to the religious tenet ordinarily, but not very 
happily, styled "duty-faith." I am far from blaming him; nor do I take 
shame for our sentiments, believing them to be based on the Word 
of God. 

He, however, goes further ; and tells his readers what it is to which 
we object. Here he is utterly incorrect. His definition of " duty-faith " 
is one that all thoughtful persons of our Fellowship would repudiate; as 
my colleague, the Record Editor, conclusively shows in an Article in our 
present issue. 

In the British Weekly for August 18th, 1904, the subject is resumed. 
The Editor, in confutation of our views, asserts that those who hold them 
"have no Gospel to offer,•·•:, "nor is it easy to see how, with their principles, 
there could be any Foreign mission work."' 

He further quotes C. H. Spurgeon, from memory, as having said that 
"though there were among the High Calvinistic Baptists many men of 
high character and rich spiritual experience, evangelistic zeal had prac
tically died out (among them), so that they were decaying everywhere."' 

These, the personal opinions of Dr. Nicoll himself, and (as he asserts) 
of Mr. Spurgeon, may be accepted for what they are worth. He, how-

• An "offered Gospel " is a new phrase. I have heard of an " offered 
salvation,'" an "offered Se.viour" and an '· offered opportunity," of which 
advantage may or may not be taken-but never before of this expression. What 
does it mean ? 

VoL. LX. SEPTEMBER, Hl04. s 
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ever, adds some positive statementi; which are absolutely inaccurate. 
For in~tance :-

.TA11rns WELLS ANJl 0, H. SPURGllON. 

" °""hen Mn. SPURGEON came to London he encountered the opposition 
of the Hii;:h Calvinists, among whom was a conspicuous man, JAMES 
WELL~, who was originally, I believe, a. coal-heaver." 

These are the facts. In 1854, Joseph Wilkins, a Baptist Minister at 
Brighton, wa.s wavering between High (or consistent) Calvinism and the 
contradictory scheme he fina:ly adopted. He invited Wells. to preach at 
a forthcoming Anniversary, who consented. When the services were 
11-dvertised, it, however, appeared that he had also secured the services of 
Mr. Spurgeon without apprising Mr. Wells of the fact. This underhand 
conduct nettkd the latter, who at once withdrew from his engagement. 
For this, cruel things were said of him. Hence some letters from him, 
signed ·' Job," were sent to the EARTHEN VESSEL, in one of which the 
fallacies of a sermon in the New Park Street Pulpit on the "Sin of 
(Tnbelief" were faithfully exposed, and the con:iistency of his conduct as 
a man of God was fully vindicated. (New Park St. Pulpit. Vol. I., 3). 

Dr. Nicoll, it may be noted, is so little careful to ascertain facts, that 
be confounds the minister of the Surrey Tabernacle with William 
Huntington. James Wells was, it is true, of obscure origin, but that he 
was ever a coalheaver is as flagrant a mistake as that he opposed bis 
young and popular neighbour in the way here implied. 

DID C. H. SPURGEON WITHSTAND THE HIGH CALVINISTIC BAPTISTS? 

Again : " Mr. Spurgeon did not deny the Christianity of these men, 
but be withstood them to the face in their heresy." 

It is not clear whether we are to regard this as meaning that Dr. Nicoll 
himself calls, or that Mr. Spurgeon called, our consistent Calvinism 
"heresy." If the latter il!I intended, I, the writer, deny it. He held that 
there was somethin~ lacking in the way in which we present the Gospel 
-but this term he never applied to our views of truth. 

I, myself, a hyper of the hypers, read papers, in bis time, at two 
Pastor's College Conferences, and preached for him three times, at his 
earnest request, in 1889. I-also by his solicitation-delivered five 
lectures to his students in 1891. These facts alone disprove the allegation. 
He would never have entrusted such services to a" heretic." 

Again : there were men whom C. H. S. did indisputably withstand to 
the face. J. Bald win Brown, and T. T. Lynch ( as '' Silent Long"), 
received very hard blows from him ; and he was none too lenient 
towards Evangelical Churchmen in 1865, and the "Downgraders" in 
1888. His attitude and action towards ourselves were emphatically 
different. Beyond a few passing allusions-many of which were half 
jocular-he let us, as a Section of the Denomination, alone. 

STRICT BAPTISTS A.ND FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Dr. Nicoll asserts that our opposition to " duty-faith" is incompatible 
with missionary enterprise. '' The High Calvinists maintain no foreign 
missions." He has, he tells us, "read their magazine, the EARTHEN 
YESSEL, for many years, and does not remember a single line in it about 
mission work.•' 

Again, how stand facts? In 1888 I issued my "John Hazelton: a 
Memoir.'' A copy was forwarded to him by my publishers, which not only 
received an appreciative Review in the Bi·itish Weelcly of November 2nd, 
1888, but was expressly referred to in the Leading Article of the number 
for November 9th. In this, my book, our people a.re stated to have 
instituted and to maintain the Strict Baptist Mission-of which my dear 
friend was President at the time of his death-and of the history and 
principles of which full information is given. In my book, Dr. Nicoll 
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asserts that he was "deeply interested.'' How does this accord with 
bis inferences and eta.temente referred to above ? 

MISfHONS AI!D THE "EARTHEN VESSEL." 

It ie not correct to speak of the EARTHEN VESSEL as the magazine of 
the High Calvinistic ~aptists. It doubtless does champion their senti
ments, record the services and movements of many of their ministers, and 
chronicle much that occurs at their chapels-and a,s such represents 
them ; but the Gospel Standard is equally entitled to be considered as 
a responsible Organ of Churches of our own " faith and order." 

The EARTHEN VESSEL, as now issued, is a anion of the original 
magazine with the Gospel Herald, to which the Strict Baptist :\'lission was 
greatly indebted for its powerful advocacy and help in years that are 
past : and its proceedings were frequently chronicled after the amalgma.
tion of the two magazines in 1889. 

So far from the High Calvinistic Baptists having no Missionary 
Society, they maintain as a matter of fact two-each of which bas its 
own magazine, and there is little occasion to crowd our pages with news 
from afar, as this is given so well in the bi-monthly booklets especially 
published with this object. To blame us for this would be as unjust as to 
find fault with the Baptist Mctgazine for not containing the }Iiasionary 
Supplement which was once so eagerly read. Missionary intelligence is 
now relegated to the 1l1issonary Herald, and everyone is satisfied. 

I enterta.in a. high regard for Dr. Nicoll, his sanctified scholarship, and 
his broad and brotherly spirit. His animadversions on the people I love 
so loyally have, however, given me intense pain-and "Liberari 
Animam" -I have set my soul free by these words of truth. 

W. JEYES STYLES. 
August 22nd, 1904. 

P.S.-Undl\r the head of Baptist Societies, Tm: BAPTIST H.-1.::-iDB00K 
furnishes ample particula.rs of the two Agencies referred to above-the 
STRICT BAPTIST MISSION, which was formed in 1860 ; and the SocTH 
INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, which was established in 
1897. These are often referred to in the EARTHEN VESSEL; and meetings 
in their interests are reported in our volume for 1903, on pages 122, 129. 
186, 217, 225, 877 and 879. 

A MONITION.-" 0, Mr, Darby," a friend of ours enquired of thie 
great and gracious Founder of the sect of the Brethren, " can I 
really dare to hope that I am saved ? Mine has been such a gentle 
conversion." "My child," was the reply, "the Lord, when He first 
comes in grace to His people, often gives the heart a few taps only, and 
leaves it for a time. This may be the case with yours ; but you'll find 
that He will smash it into little piece, some day." lu after years, 
when trial had followed trial, she told us that she had proved how 
solemnly true his words were.-J 0HN HOPEFUL. 

A NICE DISTINCTION.-In November, 1889, I interviewed the late 
Dr. J. A. Spurgeon, to elicit his opinion of a man who was caus_ing 
trouble to some of our Churches, and who, I knew, had been for a time 
at the Pastor's College. So bad was the record the Doctor gave me, and 
so feeble his hope of the man's possible amendmen,! that I ~ent~u·ed t~ 
say : "But may not Divine grace have done somethmg for him smce? 
Note the reply : "I have all faith. in the _grace of. God, but I have no 
faith in Mr. Q." Ere long, no Strwt Baptist had either. 

JOHN HOPE.Fl;L. 
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THE APPOINTED TIME ; 
OR, SACRED SOLA.OE FOR SORROWING HEARTS. 

An Address delivered on August 3rd, 1904, at the funei·al of HERBERT JOSEPH 
LAMBOURN, in the Chapel of the Cemetery, Kingston-on-Thames, 

BY w. ,JEYES STYLES. 

"Is there not e.n appointed time to man upon ee.rth? "-Job vii. 1. 

IT is related that immediately after the death of Priscilla Gurney, her 
relatives, who had watched her to the last, knelt for a while by her 

bed and blessed God silently (after the manner of the Christians called 
Qaakers) for the grace that had been given her in her last hours, and 
for her happy entrance into the world of bliss.• 

This we feel was appropriate and beautiful. It were well if this 
example could be invariably followed when one of God's living family 
receives " the home-call "-well if we felt, even though our lips were 
silent, the beautiful thoughts to be found in the "Order" for "the 
Burial of the Dead" in the Prayer-book of the National Church. 

Listen ! " Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of them 
that depart hence in the Lord; and with whom the souls of the faithful, 
after they are delivered from the burden of the flesh are in joy and 
felicity ; we give Thee hearty thanks for that it hath pleased Thee to 
deli,er this our brother out of the miseries of this sinful world." 
Would to God that this, under such circumstances, were always the 
language of our souls ! 

This, however, is rarely the case. Saintly desires often go beyond 
spiritual ability. We would if we could rise and sing unto the Lord, 
but "our souls cleave to the dust." We would if we could rejoice in His 
light, but " Faith's foreseeing eye" cannot yet pierce the encompassing 
clouds. 

Is it not so here and now 7 We are assembled to bid "adieu" to 
all that was mortal of one whose departure from us was not only sudden 
but strangely solemn and sad, in which mystery is, at present, more 
conspicaous than mercy, and which has occasioned a void so serious that 
the oracles of God Himself seem dumb, when, in no irreverent spirit, we 
enquire "Why this has come to pass." 

A young man of rare capacity, gentle and tender in disposition, yet 
firm in his moral principle and dauntless in pursuing and pleading for 
the right. A man. of business, keen to perceive opportunities, persistent 
in following them up; yet ever acting as man should to man in the fear 
of God. Why should he be taken from us ? 

A young Christian, with living faith in bis heart and a consistent 
creed in his head ; who had put on Christ after our fashion, by 

~ This sweet Christian woman we.s the sister of Joseph John Gurney, the 
banker, and an eminent author and philanthropist. Among those who thus 
bowed in silence round the bed were her sister, Elizabeth Fry, the Prisoner's 
Friend, Sir Thome.a Fowell Buxton, Bart., who was married to another sister, 
and J. J. Gurney himself. The above anecdote is not given in Susannah 
Corder·s Life of Priscilla Gurney, but we.a gathered elsewhere, by my friend 
John Upsde.le, Esq., of West He.m, from whose lips I received it in 1894. 
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bapUsm, and taken sides with the Master !tnd His truth in the vexed 
questions of the day-denominational, social, and political-one of the 
type who were called "muscular Christians" in my younger days, 
because of the brightness of their faith, and the boldness of their 
decision for God-one who had read largely, thought much, and could 
speak with effect to others on these questions. Such young men are 
greatly needed. Why did God remove him ? 

A young husband, called so suddenly from the wife of his youth that 
he could neither bid her "farewell " nor commend her " to the God of 
all gractl," the "Judge of the widow," and "a very present help in 
trouble." Why were those lips sealed ere one parting word could 
be said? 

A young father, but called away from bis fifteen months baby girl 
without being permitted to imprint the last kiss on her cheek, or to offer 
one prayer for his pet and pride, that heaven would bless her in 
coming days. 

A son, who had travelled far enough on life's highway to be his 
father's friend and stay-a brother, kind, considerate and wise in 
conduct and counsel-again, I am sure that I interpret your hearts in 
saying we cannot, oh, we cannot, yet feel, "The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away: blessed be the Name of the Lord." 

It seems to me that you require me as your fellow-Christian, just to 
say something that may, with God's blessing, lead you into such 
acquiescence in His will as will conduce to the higher exercises of 
recognition of His yet unknown wisdom in this event; and finally, if it 
may be, even lead to thanksgiving for the love of which it was really the 
outcome and expression. 

Thus " I was dumb, I opened not my mouth because Thou didst it" 
has proved the prelude to the sweet assurance by which we anticipate 
the praise of Heaven's ceaseless song, in which 

"Above the rest this note shall swell, 
My Jesus hath done all things well." 

May our text, then-though expressing so ancient a question
impart some quietude to your minds, and still the beating of each 
troubled heart. • 

" 'l'he earth." Religion never teaches us to think lightly of this as a 
sphere of enterprise and action. 

It is important to God. It was the object of His deep thoughts 
when it had but a decretive existence. Here His grandest plans are 
actualised. Here His beloved Son lived and died for the Church which 
was to be called into existence as a sort of first-fruits to His glory. 
Here the blood was shed which redeems from all evil, and cleanses from 
all sin. Here the Holy Ghost works within the lines of eternal love, 
and brings the chosen ones to God by Christ. Here Satan displays his 
utmost craft and enmity. Here his defeat will be signal and irrevocable. 
Here poor sinners weep and are saved. Here the one family find their 
transient residence before being called to their lasting home. Here 
Heaven's choristers are formed and found, and taught the notes of the 
eternal melody. Here the new song is rehearsed in anticipation of the 
time when o.ll the singers will meet in the upper Temple to pa~·t no more. 

It is important to Chrislian men. Here they can be witnesses for 
God as they could not be elsewhere. Here they can serve the o-faster as 
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He cannot be served in yonder world. Here faith can be rxercised as it. 
can never be in the land of open vision, where "we shall see Him as He 
is." and " know even as we are known." 

The earth as a place of temporary sojourn is important to all men. 
Here the religion that takes to heaven must be begun. We must repent, 
·• upon earth," believe " upon earth," live a life of Faith in the Son of 
God "upon earth," receive the white stone of Divine acquittal" upon 
earth," experience the condemnation of the law, the consolations of the 
Gospel and the forgiveness of our sins•• upon earth," and •• pray to our 
Father which :;;;eeth in secret"-" upon earth," or our coffins wiU 
enclose the bodies of doomed sinners whose souls are in woe untold. 

" There are no acts of pardon passed 
In the cold grave to which we haste." 

"Upon earth," then, man has to live, and the time of his remaining 
here is " appointed " by God. 

It is, thus, appointed by infinite goodness and wisdom. Row easy 
is it to sing : 

"Too wise to be mistaken He, too good to be unkind." 

Yet Faith in its weakness, and Wisdom in its pride, are apt to impede 
the full assent of the heart. Time is, however, God's creature. Its 
sundry and manifold changes are ordered by His sovereign will : and all 
who prayerfully call to mind " the years of the right hand of the Most 
High" are constrained to confess "Just and holy are Thy ways, 0 
Thon King of saints." 

It is so with all Time : so with Time in relation to the succeeding 
generations of men, " for God hath determined the times before 
appointed and the bounds of their habitation." So is it with each 
"single life." So it was with him who is here, yet not here, while I 
speak. "Was there not to him an appointed time upon· earth? "-and 
are we not certain that he rejoices at this moment that this was the case ? 

Could we have questioned him but a week since as to his views and 
desires in r~ference to hie time on earth, he would, we doubt not, have 
made the sweet words of holy Richard Baxter his own :-

" Lord, it belongs not to my ce.re whether I die or live; 
To love and serve Thee is my she.re, e.nd this Thy grace must give. 
If life be long, l will be glad, that I me.y long obey, 
If short, yet why should I be sad, since God appoints my de.y." * 

"Appointed." This recalls two other passages in which the word 
occurs-one most solemn, the other fa]) of suggestion of gratitude and 
hope. 

"It is appointed unto men once to die." Sin was the avenue 
by which the King of Terrors came to our race. "By one man sin 
entered into the world and death by sin ; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned." Never, when engaged on an occasion 
like this, would I forget, or omit to remind my friends of this 
momentous truth. Every opened grave is a renewed memento of the 
penal displeasure of God for the moral evil He hates. Human death is 
a perpetual reminder of the presence and progress of human sin. 

'" This is what Be.xter wrote, and it is immeasurably fuller and finer than the 
better-known line, " To soar to endless day," which is the emende.tion of some 
unknown person. 
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" God bath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ." How bl~ssed ie this second appointment-not that 
we should as sinners become the objects of His holy and never-ending 
anger (as might justly have been the case), but that we should be saved 
by His dear Son from sin's dire deserts, to rejoice in a blood-bought 
pardon. obtained through faith and revealed by the witness of the Spirit 
to our inmost souls. 

This is our comfort now. He, who has left as, in accordance with 
one appointment, is among the blessed ones in paradise through the other 
-for is it not our joy to believe that God had thoughts of peace toward 
him ere Time was, and that he was appointed to obtain salvation by the 
ever dear Redeemer "before the day-star knew her place,"-loved with 
an everlasting love ? 

"Salvation." Of this we read together just now, in the One 
hundred and third Psalm, the two parts of which should never be 
dissociated. First, the h,uapla, or six-fold cluster of Divine benefits
forgiveness-healing-redemption--<:oronation with lovingkindness
satisfaction with goodness-and the renewal of the inward man day-by
day ; then man in his frailty-his body, a frame fashioned of dust
his days, few as the short-lived grass-his form, fragile and fleeting, like 
the field-flower which so soon withers. Both lines of truth occupy our 
minds at this moment--the spirit of our friend so gloriously saved ; the 
mortal tabernacle over" which the wind has passed and it has gone, and 
the place thereof knows it no more." 

Many are here to express sympathy with the two sorrowing families, 
and their presence is appreciated. You would fain turn your sympathy 
into solace if you could ; but have we not too frequently found that 
speech is not at such times the best expres8ion of the deeper feelings of 
the heart? Job's friends were most effective as comforters when they 
sat in silence and "none spake a word unto him; for they saw that his 
grief was very great." We may thus fail to select the best word when 
speaking to our mourning friends ; we cannot, we shall not faii, if God 
give us grace to remember them at His mercy-seat. There consolation 
real and rich may be secured for them. Friendship's highest ministry 
is sometimes that of prayer. 

He that is gone is lost to us but not to his God. The activities of 
this life are over; those of the life "behind the veil" have but 
commenced; 

" And doubtless unto hiin is given 
A life that bears immortal fruit, 
In suoh great offi.oes as suit, 

The full-grown energies of heaven." 

I close by asking you to gather round the grave that is prepared
the earthly cavern to which our brother's body is to be committed-and 
to say " farewell " with brave and hopeful hearts. May the familiar 
lines express the feelings of us all :-

" Earth to earth and dust to dust, 
Calmly now the words we say; 

Leaving him to sleep in trust 
Till the resurreotion-'de.y. 

Father, in Thy graoious keeping 
Leave we now Thy servant sleeping." 
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S A L Y A T I O N B Y G ll A C' J~ . 

BY Enw ARD MITCHELL. 

" For by grace are ye saved through faith (and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God): not of worke, lest any man should boe.st."-Eph. ii. B, 9. 

THE perusal of this chapter has reminded the w:iter of an incident in 
. connection with one of the members of his congregation when he 
was pastor of a provincial Church. She was spending a short time with 
some friends in the little town of E--. Her friends attended the 
Established Church, but she knew that there was somewhere in the town 
a ~mall Strict, Baptist Church, and was determined, if possible, to 1:!pend 
her Lord's-day among her own people. Her friends were unable to give 
her any but the vaguest information repecting the whereabouts of the 
little chapel. But, asking the Lord to direct her, she sallied forth on 
the Sunday morning, and when in the neighbourhood where she judged 
the chapel to be situated she saw a lady, evidently on her way to public 
worship, whom she ventured to accost after this fashion: "I beg your 
pardon, madam, but can you direct me to a cause of truth that there is 
somewhere near here." The lady looked at her earnestly, but kindly, 
and replied : "If you wish to hear the sinner laid low, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ exalted, come with me." I need not add that my friend 
was perfectly satisfied, and accompanied the lady whither she was 
going. 

The answer my friend received describes what the Apostle was mani
festly doing in this chapter. The sinner is indeed laid low, and God
Father, Son, and Holy,Ghost-highly exalted. The description given of our 
state by nature, by reason of the fall, is humbling in the extreme, but it 
is the strict truth of our c1se, without the semblance of exaggeration, and 
includes the whole human family. Thus the awful catdogue proceeds:
,, dead in trespasses and sins ; " under the dominion of the devil ; "ful
filling the desires of the flesh and of the mind," and " by nature 
children of wrath." Can anything be more terrible and hopeless in 
itself ? We need not be surprised that prond human nature refuses to 
recognise its own portrait ; disputes the accuracy of the likeness, and 
thereby gives the God of truth the lie to Bis face. This only demon
strates the truth of the description. Those, however, whose souls have 
been quickened, and whose eyes have been opened, sorrowfully, w~th 
contri~ion of heart, confess that the witness is true, and thereby give 
glory of God. • . 

This sombre background is, howe,er, used to bring into stron_g relief 
the brightness and beauty of Divine grace, with the blessedness it con
fers upon its objects. 'fhe freeness and richness of grace can be at all 
adequately apprehended only as we learn our true condition by nature. 
The contrast serves to heighten and intensify our conceptions of Go~'s 
so,ereign and distinguishing grace, and causes us to fall before Him 
overwhelmed with wonder, gratitude, and praise. 

It is most fitting that Paul's should be the pen that most exalts its 
glory, for he himself is one of the most striking and illustrious examples 
of what he so loved to declare. What but marvellous grace could have 
saved Saul of Tarsus ! and ho.w distinguishing the mercy which laid hold 
upon the ringleader of that persecuting band, and pas,ed by its other 
members, although less guilty than their chief. 
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We find, on comparing notable accoants of Paal's conversion, given 
us in the " Act9," that the men who were with him saw the light, hut 
did not see Jesus; they heard a sound-in a way something like when 
God spoke to His Son, and the people said it thundered (John xii. 29), 
-but not the articulate voice, nor the words which were spoken by the 
Lord to His chosen servant. How could the Apostle do other than 
magnify that grace which did so much for him ? So, too, we feel in our 
measure, that God must have all the glory, for it were shameless robbery 
and unmitigated ingratitude, not to ascribe all the praise to Him to 
whom alone it belongs. 

That which glorifies God, likewise enriches His people. Nothing is 
so inexpressibly sweet to a saved sinner's heart as grace ; and nothing 
else can by any means briag salvation to lost and ruined man. 

The passage before ns, seems to be a kind of summing up of what the 
Apostle advanced in the former part of the chapter. "For by grace are 
ye saved," is a grand statement, full of richest consolation. Both 
"grace" and "saved" are comprehensive words, the exact meaning of 
which must be gathered from the context, and by comparison with other 
passages. The original word thus translated is defined by Bullinger as 
"A kind, affectionate, pleasing nature and inclining disposition." Its 
chief meaning is the free favour of God, shown to altogether unworthy 
and undeserving sinners. That this is its meaning here, is manifest 
from the whole context. ". But God, who is rich in mercy, for His 
great. love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved)" (verses 4 and 
5.) Grace has no respect to works, nor can its exercise be impeded by 
sin. Its proper object is an unworthy creature. Not unfrequently it 
passes by those who may appear to us to be less unworthy, and lays hold 
upon the vilest of mankind. This accords with God's objects in salva
tion, which are to abase the pride of man, and manifest " the exceeding 
riches of His grace." 

We may not, of course, suppose that grace puts a premium on sin, or 
that sin is any other than an abomination in God's sight-the one thing 
that His soul loathes and abhors-but so boundlessly rich is His grace 
that it triumphs over sins of the most hateful kind, and saves His 
people in spite of all their unworthiness. 

"It rises high, and drowns the hills, hath neither shore nor bound, 
Now, if we search to find our sins, our sins oan ne'er be found.'' 

The word "saved" possesses various significations, or, at least, 
modifications of meaning. Sometimes salvation is presented to us as a 
completed work, as in that notable passage, Rom. viii. 29, 30, where the 
whole salvation of God's elect is spoken of as a perfected matter. It is 
so in the eyes of Him who seeth the end from the beginning, and whose 
sovereign purpo8es are not in the least affected by any events which 
occur, seeing that He" worketh all things after the counsel of His own 
will." 

Again, salvation is spoken of as in the future, as in Rom. xiii. 11, 
"Now is our salvation nearer than when we (first) believed," or Heb. 
ix. 28, "Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation." 

In our passage it is spoken of as something that has betln effected. 
"By grace have ye been saved'' (R.V.). Clearly Paul is setting forth 

T 
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the work of grace wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghost, ns the whole 
centext plainly shows. This includes being saved, first, from the guilt 
and penal consequences of ~in. For he adds, "throu_qh faith." It is by 
faith that we enter into an experience of salvation. according to the 
Sanour's words-" He that bel1eveth and is baptised shall be saved" 
(Mark xvi. 16). And thus Paul preached to the awakened jailor
., Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 
31 ). The believer's sins are all forgiven, and his person justified through 
the righteousness of his Lord. " By Him all that believe are justifieJ 
from all things, trom which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses' ( Acts xiii. 38). In this respect every believer is saved now, at 
this present time. For," Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect ! It is God that justifieth " (Rom. viii. 33 ). Much yet remains 
to be done ere bis salvation is completed as an actual fa.et, but he is 
already completely justified ; and can never come into condemnation ; 
indeed, nothing can be laid to bis charge at God's bar, for, having pro
noanced the sentence of justification, God will not entertain any charge 
against him, as that would be to nullify His own solemn act. 

This word "saved," moreover, includes the change wrought by the 
Holy Spirit, which is called quickening in the former pint of the chapter 
and a creation in verse 10. " We are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God bath before ordained that we 
should walk in them." No sinner is ever justified without being 
quickened. The office of our Lord Jesus Christ is, as announced by the 
angel, to "save His people from their sins." So we read that, "The 
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost : which He shed on us abund1mtly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour ; that being jUBtified by Hi.i grace, we should be heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life" (Titus iii. 4-7). · 

All saved sinners thus have the life of God implanted in their souls. 
And though they are deeply and growingly conscious that they art:l still 
sinnHs, yet sin no longer " reigns in their mortal bodies, that they should 
obey it in the lusts thereof." It has been dethroned from their hearts, 
and the reign of grace e,tablished-a reign that can never be overthrown; 
for " He that bath began a good work in them will perform it (bring it 
to completion) until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 6). . 

To speak of a believer's btirig lost is idle trifling, and, indeed, some
thing far worse, for it contradicts the plain statements of the word of 
troth, and seeks to overthrow God's great scheme of redemption. They 
are already " saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation." 

But this "faith" through which we are saved is "not of ourselves : 
it is the gift of God." So at least we understand the passage. We are 
not ignorant that learned men have raised an objection to this interpre
tation founded on the grammatical construction of the passage. They 
have pointed out that the demonstrative pronoun "that" is in the 
neuter and cannot refer therefore to "faith," which is feminine, as its 
antecedent, but must relate to" saved." According to them, the passage 
should be read that our being saved by grace through faith, is the gift in
tended-not that faith is the gift of God. We are not competent to 
criticise their scholarship, but we may adduce the evidence of one in every 
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way qualified ao to do. •Dr. A. Kuyper, an eminent Dutch theo[oc,ian, 
writes thus on this point:-" The construction of a neuter prononn °with 
afem1mine noun as its anteceient is not a mistake, but excellenL Greek. 
. . . . we refer not to a Hellenistic exception, but to the ordinary 
rule, which is found in every good Greek syntax." He then gives the 
rule as formulated by Kuhner : "A neutral demonstrative pronoun is 
frequently used to ,refer to a preceding masculine or femeniae noun, 
when the meaning expressed by this word is taken in a general sense," 
Then follow five examples of this construction from Plato. and one each 
from Xenophon and Demosthenes. This sufficiently di~poses of the 
objection arising from the construction of the passage, and leaves us free 
to examine it without prejudice. That Paul should write that ·• by 
grace are ye saved ; and that not of yourselves : it is the gift of God," 
appears to us incredible. What is grace but a free gift? Was he likely 
tu use such a useless piece of tautology ? Bat having introduced the 
method or order of salvation, '' through faith," and believing being the 
act of the believer, we can see a reason for the addition, "and that" 
(faith is) "not of yourselves; it is the gift of God." Paul's object was 
to demonstrate that every part of salvation, the faith by which we receive 
it, a.a well as the salvation we receive, is the gift of God, and a matter of 
pure gra.ce. If we believe it is because it has been given to us to believe 
(Phil. i. 29). 

" Not of works, lest any man should boast." We regard the state
ment-" and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God," a, a 
parenthesis, and have so marked it in the text at the head of this paper. 
Parentheses are of frequent occurrence in Paul's writings. Verse 5 of 
this chapter furnishes an example. Now the Apostle returns to his 
argument. " By grace are ye saved through faith ; not of works, lest 
any man should boa~t." God is determined to beat down the pride of 
man. Let the student of the Word read in connection with this last 
statement 1 Cor. i. 26-31. Perhaps there is nothing more abomin
able in God's sight than pride, and Apiritual pride is, of all pride, the 
most dete3table. Yet, alas, there is nothing more natural to fallen man. 
And the words of the sweet poet are but too ~adly true--" The heat t 
uplifts with llod's own gifts, And makes e'en grace a snare." This 
Joseph Hart bad himself experienced. Even Paul needed "a thorn in 
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet him, lest he should be exalted 
above measure." '' Lest any man should boast." We need to be 
continually reminded of our low original, and to be led to see what grace 
baa done for us, to keep us hnmble at His feet. 

We have sometimes wondered whether it were better to describe 
humility as a grace or as the prepared soil in which every grace grows and 
thrives. Truly the " valley of humiliation " is a healthy spot, and those 
who frequent it muoh a.re usually thriving Christians. We know of 
nothing so sweetly humbling as a view of Divine grace, with a deep 
sense of its glory, and our own indebtedness. Here we sink, and yet 
rise. Poignant distress with respect to our own sinfulness is mixed with, 
and overpowered by, an ecstatic joy, and we a.re truly lo5t in wonder, love, 
and prait!e. 

"The more Thy glories strike mine eyes, the humbler I sha.11 lie; 
Thus while I sink, my joys shall rise unmee.sure.bly high." 

•·•The Work of the Holy Spirit," by Abraham Kuyper, D.D., LL.D. 
Messrs. Funk and W e.gna.lls. p. 4 I 2. 
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LESSONS FROM: THE LIPS OF THE GREAT 
TEACHER. 

BY THOM.AS JONES, WANDSWORTH, 

A1ithor of" The Crowning Hope." 

1Vo. 3.-Concerning Himself (llfatt. xvi. 13-17). 

AS a prelude to our present subject, let us consider some of the ex
pressed opinions of our Saviour's contemporaries, as to His 

character and work. 
It is recorded that Publius Lentulos, a member of a distinguished 

Roman family, and an historian of some repute, in the time of the 
Emperor Tiberius, having occasion to address the Senate, referred to our 
Lord in these remarkable words :-

" A Man of great virtue is among us, named Jesus Christ. Of the 
Gentiles He is accepted for a prophet of truth ; while His disciples style 
Him 'Son of God.' He raiseth the dead, and cureth all manner of 
disease, ... and is ... a Man of singular beauty, surpassing the 
children of men." 

This, the evidence of one who seems to have been an unprejudiced 
and impartial heathen, is, to an extent, corroborated by that of some of 
His own countrymen who do not appear to have been His followers, 

To such He evidently proved a problem, evoking a variety of 
solutions. "Whom," He enquired of His disciples, "do men say t.hat 
I, the Son of Man, am ? " Their reply manifests the uncertainty and 
tbe divergence of the views that were current. Some-inclining to an 
opinion which probably originated w'ith the fears of Herod-said, 
"Thou art John the Baptist." Others-who favoured the Jewish inter
pretation of Malachi's prediction, and believed that Elijah would 
literally reappear as the herald of the Messiah-said, '' Thou art Elias/' 
Those who shared the prevailing tradition that Jeremiah would again 
be sent to the chosen Nation, identified the new Teacher with him ; 
'' Thou art Jeremias." Not a few, however, gave a less definite reply, 
and were content with the vague suggestion that He was" one of the 
prophets." 

These conflicting opinions were not only natural, but are fraught 
with importance to as. All these surmises as to who the Master, in 
truth, was, were based on the fact that so many recognised in Him traits 
corresponding to the welJ.-known excellencies of some of the greatest and 
most gracious saints of the past. A casual observer could but perceive 
that features which had been conspicuous in these exalted men of God, 
were prominent in His char..: ~ter and proceedings. 

The fearlessness of the Baptist ; the tenderness of Jeremiah ; the 
barning zeal of Elijah, and the holy fire that had blazed in the ministry 
of "the goodly fellowship of the prophets," forced themselves on the 
notice of all who heard the words and marked the works of Jesus, as be
ing exemplified and reproduced in Him. 

The question, first voiced by the Lord Himself, at lJresarea Philippi, 
remains an urgent question to-day; and men of modern times are giving 
answers, more conflicting even than those it received when first pro
pounded. 

Some of the German Rationalists who have written on Cbristology 
have told us that Christ, in their estimation, is the " Ideal of Moral 
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Perfection ; " and others, that He is" a Religious Ideal."" To-day, we 
are practically inundated with answer;i em bodying the most glaring 
errors. We have a Social Christ ; an Impotent and Disappointed Christ; 
a Universal Christ, and a Humanitarian Christ. 

Thus the question still confronts us, "Whom do men say that I, 
the Son of Man, am?" To pass it by irreverently would be to confess 
indifference t?the highest things. Men of our period may give replies 
that are pohte, learned, and elaborate. We, however, must find some 
solution which is accurate and trustworthy. This, with God's crood 
help, we propose doing. " 

"THE SON OF MAN." 

This designation will claim our first consideration. It was frequently 
applied by Christ to Himself (though never so employed by others), 
and, in varying connections, occurs some eighty-four times. 

It should be observed that the Great Teacher never either defines it, 
or mentions whence He obtained it. We must, therefore, assertain its 
origin and signification for ourselves, by examining His mode of using 
it. This proves to be so difficult an inquiry, as to have given rise to 
great diversity of opinion. 

In modern times, the belief that it primarily refers to the humanity 
of our Lord, has been represented by theologians of high reputation. 
Neander, whom many follo..v, interprets it as indicating that He was the 
Ideal Mm; and adding, in words of real beauty, that" Jesus thus names 
Himself as belonging to mankind-as one who in human nature accom
plished such great things/or human nature-who is Man, in the supreme 
sense, the sense corresponding to the idea-who makes real the ideal 
humanity." 

To simplify our subject, it may be well to classify a few pa8sages in 
which this designation is evidently used to indicate the realit.11 of the 
humanity of Jesus. In John viii. 10, 11, it clearly signifies Hill 
sharing in the common lot, at once mean and high, of mankind ; as also, 
in the Master's rnply to the wealthy young man recorded in Matt. xix. 
16-22. He thus expressed His community of feeling with men-as 
evinced in the home in Bethany ; His compassion on the multitude ; 
His tears at the grave-side of Lazarus ; His sharing in human affections 
and interests, as seen in His tender regard for children ; and His great 
sympathy with the sad, sick, and sorrowful. His true experience of 
human life, His liability to temptation-" In all points tempted like as 
we are." His exposure, like other men, to hunger and thirst, suffering 
and death. 

In other passages, functions are attributed to the Great Teacher 
beyond the range of ordinary humanity. " Hereafter shall ye see the 
Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven." "Then shall appear a sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn ; and they shall 
see the Son of Man coming in the· clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory : and He shall send His angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other." " For the Son of Man shall come 
in the glory of the Father, with His angels, and then shall He reward 

• See Liddon'e Be.mpton Lectures on " Our Lord's Divinity." Fourth 
Edition. Pe.ge 12. 
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every man according to his works." Other passages might be advanced; 
these, however, will suffice for our purpose, as they clearly establish, 
and abundantly confirm the point under consideration. 

There remains another class of passages referring to the humilation, 
suffering8, and death of Jesus, of which but one or two need be quoted 
out of the many :-" The Son of Man shall be betrayed into the lmnds 
of men, and they shall kill Him, and the thi1·d day He shall be raised 
again." '' The Son of Man goetb, as it is written of Him; but woe 
unto that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed ; it had been good 
for that man if he had not been born." 

THE SON OF GOD. 

We pass on to notice the second part of the reply given to the 
question of the Great Teacher, which contains an unambiguous con
fession of faith in His Divinity. "Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
God." This answer evoked a word of high and solemn commendation, 
and benediction:-" Blessed art thou, Simon." Had not this con
fession been absolutely true, Jesus would at once have emphatically 
repudiated it. He, however, accepted it, in all its wide import of 
meaning, and unequivocally s11,nctioned fo as a truth, not only of 
heavenly origin, but which required special revelation ere it could be 
spiritually apprehended. 

This designation-" Son of God," we meet most frequently in the 
Gospel of John, though not there alone. We accept it as expressing 
His Divine Sonship in the fullest and most emphatic sense. In His 
debates with the leaders of the Jews in the old city, what we find Him 
most frequently pressing on them, is the reality and intimacy of His 
Sons)lip with God. In the fifth chapter of John for instance, three such 
debates are recorded-profoundly interesting, and unsurpassed in their 
high importance. To men incredulous and hostile, Jesus discloses the 
secret ways of His intercourse with the Father, and the glory of the love 
that expressed itself in that intercourse, "My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work.'' At the same time He shows His entire dependence on 
the Father, by affirming, that" The Son can do nothing of Himself." 
How beautifully submissive to the Father's will-" I seek not Mine 
Own will, but the will of Him tbat sent me." "I am come in My 
Father's name." In such words, Christ represents Himself to be a true 
Son, watching the Father's example, and doing • His will. 

The deity of the Great Teacher is seen in His mighty power over 
winds and waves ; His surpassing miracles, His wonderful cures, and 
His raising the dead, all proclaim Him to be Divine. With this deep
rooted conviction in one's soul, I cannot find more fitting words to close 
this paper, than those of the well-known Wit:.i!iu!!, "All hail, 0 Christ 
Jesus, true and eternal God, and true and holy Maa, both in one, who re
tainest the properties of two natures in the unity of one Person-Thee 
we acknowledge, Thee we worahip. To Thee we betake ourselves; at 
Thy feet we fall down ; from Thy hand alone we look for salvation. 
Thou art the only Saviour : we desire to be Thy peculiar property ; we 
are so by Thy grace, and will remain such for ever. Let the whole 
world of Thine elect, with us, know, acknowledge, and adore Thee, and 
at length be saved by Thee. This is the sum of our faith, and hope, 
and this is the top of all our wishes." 
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DIVINE DEALINGS WITH A UHILD. 

BEFORE us there lies a curious e.nd old-fashioned little book. It is 
"A Memoir of Sarah Saunders, of Bristol," who died in February 

1825, in her nineteenth year. Its author was John Foster, the great 
Christian philosopher and essayist, an.:l it consists of a brief biography, 
followed by nine Iettera on religion, addressed to the dear young lady 
during the last six months of her life. 

John Foster generally wrote for thoughtful people, and on subjects 
which would hardly interest ordinary readers. These letters, however, 
are very plain and simple, and must have been very precious to one who 
knew that she we.a drawing near life's solemn end. 

This book has made us think. This great man took great interest 
in this gracious child. Might not we, too, if we knew of one like her, 
do good by telling others of how God dealt with her soul. We think we 
can. Here then is 

A CHILD'S STORY. 

Charlotte Edith was the daughter of a Baptist Minister in Yorkshire, 
where she was born. When she was very young, he removed to a chapel 
in Kent, near London, and was very popular for several years. This, 
some months since, he resigned, and became the pastor of a congregation 
which meets in a parish in Surrey, also not far from the great City. 
Here, after being ill for a long time, she died last July at the age of 
twelve yeard. 

Shortly after they came to London, the greatest sorrow which a child 
can know came to her, for her dear, dear mother died. The long months 
of grief which followed were full of trouble to her ; till her father very 
wisely married again, and his new wife has proved all that could be 
desired, both to her husband and bis children. She is, in truth, a sweet 
and saintly lady, thoughtful, well-read, affectionate, and wise in all she 
s~ys and does. From the first, the heart of "Lottie," for S'.l we will style 
her, went out to he1· in full trust and fondest love. She always called 
her, "mother," and a tender mother she indeed proved. 

Theo another great trouble befell her. Her heart began to cease 
to a.et with its full force; nor could the doctor set it right. Gradually, 
by very slow stages, she hecame quite an invalid, and some while before 
the family moved to.the South of London, she had to lie in bed a great 
deal. She was at times prostrated with weakness or convulsed with 
pain ; and not unfrequently she suffered from excruciating head-aches. 

How she was to take the long, long journey from her home in Kent 
to the new one in Surrey, was a serious question, till a dear friend of 
her father's plac6d his carriage at their disposal for this purpme. Such 
kindness God will not forget when "He makes up His long account." 

The change interested her, and, at first, seemed to promise improve
ment, but the end was near. She suffered much, but no words of 
impatience or murmuring fell from her lips. Her gratitude for kind
ness was quiet but intense, and she hiy day after day for long hours, 
composed and happy, a heaven-born child supported by" the everlasting 
arms." . 

Her Bible was her delight, and she searched it diligen.tly. She used 
"The Bible-searching Almanac " in which the places where given texts 
are found, have to be supplied. She would never peep into •• Father's " 
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Concordance. Her canary, a recent treasure, she loved dearly. She 
valued a kindly visit. "It don't seem so long," she would say," whl'n 
someone comes to see me." 

She thus lingered here as a minister of grace, and will long be missed, 
for "her place is empty." 

THE REMEMBRANCE BOOK, 

One of Lottie's chief delights was writing. She kept a Remembrance 
Book, and noted such facts as " the last women martyrs," and several 
Scripture facts and texts. Specially she records the advent of her future 
companion and friend. "On Saturday, 12th March, 1904, received 
from Mrs. B. a present of a very pretty little canary," which we may 
say tarned out not only a sweet singer, but a bright, friendly little 
creature, which gave her great delight. . . 

On another page-at the reverse end of the book-the following 
appears:- • 

"On Sunday evening, January 31st, 1904, I was poorly in bed, and' 
mother and W. took their tea in the room with me. In the evening 
mother read to us about the New Jerusalem, and afterwards prayed with 
us. When W. bad gone to bed, and as mother was talking t-0 me, I 
felt as if 

" I DID LOVE THE BA VIOUR. 

" When mother-she seemed to delight in transcribing the word
had left me, I lay for a long time, thinking over what she bad talked 
about. I prayed from the bottom of my heart that God would look at 
me through His dear Son, Jesns Christ, and the next day I thought that 
He must have answered my prayer, for a kind of new life such as I bad 
never known before, seemed springing up in me ; and I felt that it was 
the love of Jesus that was making me so happy. 

" I do not think I shall -ever forget it, but in case I do, I have written 
it in my little book. I often felt before this, that I wanted to do right 
and be good, but I never felt the Jove of Jesus shining in my heart as I 
did then. 

" In the darkness of that Sunday night, Jesus came very near to me, 
and I felt that 

" I WAS CHOSEN TO BE HIS LITTLE SOLDIER. 

"I thought a great deal about what mother had read to us; and as 
I was very thirsty the thing which I saemed to want most was the ' River 
of Life, clear as crystal,' and God seemed somehow or other to satisfy me 
with a draught from the ' beantiful s~ream ' (' which flows through our 
Father's land '-would be the full quotation), for I could imagine it in 
the da,rk. It seemed to flow before my eyes. 

" Since then, I have felt altogether changed, and I feel sure that 
mother's prayer, after the reading, was the beginning of it all." 

We shall have more to tell next month ; meanwhile let us bless God 
for the record of another who has joined the ransomed host above. 

" All along the mighty ages, all adown the solemn time, 
They have taken up their homeward march to that serener clime ; 
Where the watching, waiting angels lead them from the shadows dim, 
To the brightness of His presence who had called them unto Him. 

They are going, only going out of pain and into bliss, 
Out of sad and sinful weakness into perfect holiness; 
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Snowy_ brows, no oare ah11,ll ah11,de them; bright eyes, tears sh11,ll never dim, 
Rosy bps, no time ah11,ll f11,de them ; Je;ua 011,lled them unto Him. 

Little hearts for ever at11,inlesa, littl& hands 11,a pure as they, 
Little feet by angels guided, never a forbidden we.y; 
They are going. ever going, lell.ving many 11, lovely spot, 
But 'tis Jesus Christ who called them,' Suffer and forbid them not.' " 

H. L. S. 

DUTY FAITH. 
BY JAMES E. FLEGG, WANDSWORTH CO}IMON. 

[
N the Gospel of the Blessed God, we expect to find, not contradictory 

statements, but consistency. Believing that truth is harmoniou~ 
we protest against the mischievous error generally termed " duty 
faith." When, however, friends who differ from us, refer to our 
position, notwithstanding what ha~ been written, they continue to state 
it unfairly. 

In dealing with the Lord Chancellor's Judgment in the Scottish 
Church Case, a writer in a religious periodical refers to the belief of 
Strict Calvinistic Baptists. '' These" he says, " condemn 'duty faith ' 
preachers, meaning preachers who declare that it is the duty of all 
who hear· the evangel to believe it." This statement appears to us 
misleading, beiIJg capable of a twofold construction. If the writer 
means that we assert it is not man's duty to believe God's Word, he i3 
certainly mistaken. Our position is very clearly stated in Mr. W. 
Jeyes Styles's last work. "We do not deny that it is man's 
duty to believe God's Word, or to receive as true the New Testament 
testimony concerning Jesus, for this is 'worthy of all acceptation.'" • 

Writing upon the subject, the late Israel Atkinson also says :-" So 
far, then, as the Gospel is a testimony of fact and truth which God ha3 
testified of His Son, an obligation to believe devolves on all who become 
acquainted with the record, and to the same extent unbelief is a sin. 
But this defines the limits of the d11ty of believing on this point, and 
the sin of unbelieving. He that carries the duty and the sin further 
than this errs in principle." The hte James Wells also, in bis "Moral 
Governme11t," touches the point. He says, "Is it the duty of all men 
to believe the Word of God? Now if I say it is, I should say no more, 
or at least, mean no more tban that which is confirmed by the Word of 
God." What, however, we do deny, and what we challenge its advocates 
r o prove is that it is the duty of all men to believe in Christ to the 
salvation of the soul. This is nowhere taught in Scripture. 

To hold that it is the duty of all men to believe unto salvation is to 
imply that the Atonement is universal. We fail to see how any man 
who believes that whilst the Atonement was made for a number that 
no man can number, of all climes and classes, is yet limited to those 
whom Christ calls, "His sheep," can consistently advocate that. it is 
the duty of all men to belie-Ve unto salvation. For if the Atonement is 
limited, to teach that it is the duty of all men to believe in this sense 
is to maintain that it is a duty to believe that which is not true. Law 
and grace are surely to be distinguished. The natural man is under 

* "Churoh Followship," p. 75. 
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the law, and " whataoever things the law saith it saith to them that are 
under the law." By the law thf: natural man's duty ii! defined. 
Obligation arises from relationship, and he stands in the relationship 
of a subject to his Sovereign. Here it is hie duty to be and to do what 
bii;; Sovereign righteously demands, and the extent of these demands is 
the extent of his obligations. But the blessings of salvation are distinct 
from legal obligations, and to argue that spiritual faith is the duty of a 
natural man is to confuse law and Gospel. 

If i~ be the duty of all men to believe unto salvation, and they are 
to be punished for not so believing ; then faith is a legal obligation. 
But where does the law demand it ? The law claims full obedience to 
all its commands, and threatens with punishment the disobedient, but 
where is spiritual faith commanded by the law ? Is the salvation of a 
sinner partly by law and partly by Christ r By the deeds of the law no 
flesh can be justified. The law has no place in the justification of the 
sinner. "We are justified freely by His grace." The natural man•s 
duties are defined by the law, and if to believe savingly is the natural 
man's duty it belongs to the law; but of this the law knows no1hing. 
Farther, if this be the duty of all men, and salvation reeults from his 
doing his duty, then s:,Jvation is no longer of grace but of works. It 
is the reward of a man's obedience, and the credit of salvation, at least, 
in part, belongs to the Creator. Again, if this be the natural man's 
duty, it is his duty to be all that a regene,ated man is-a child of God, 
a joint-heir with Christ, chosen, redeemed, quickened ; in a word, to 
transform himself from a natural unto a spiritual man, for faith in 
Christ is a spiritual act. 

Salvation from first tD last, is of grace. The faith with which 
salvation is conjoined is the gift of God obtained by the elect through 
the righteousness of God our Saviour, wrought in the heart by the 
operation of God, and manifested by acts of spiritual belief, or trash 
which are performed through ability graciously communicat-:id by th~ 
Holy GhosL. It is not a duty incumbent on men as men which they 
can perform at their pleasure, but is obligatory only upon chosen, blood
bought, heaven-born sinner:s, to whom power has been imparted to 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ to the salvation of the soul. 

•· Faith is a precious grace where'er it is bestowed; 
It boasts of a celestial birth, and is the gift of God.'' 

" H E G O E T H B E F O RE ." 
BY W. RowTON-PABKER. 

"He goeth before them."-John x. 4. 

THIS is a bleesed fact in which the saints of God should rejoice. 
Whenever it is realised the soul is sure to be lifted up to ecstasies 

of a kind that nothing else can give. To think that Christ is going 
before us, preparing our way, removing many dangers, providing for our 
neP.ds, and leading us on in the right through unknown way-this . is 
infinite and surpassing mercy ! How often should, we have halted and 
turned back but for this fact-" He goeth before?' 

We did not see Him, but there He al ways was. All we saw seemed 
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rather to impress us with a sense of His absence. We did not/eel Him; 
but rather felt the pressure of the enemy, and of onr own needs and 
utter insufficiency; and yet faith, God-given and true, said it, and Q"Face 
held us on to it, against all our fears and feelings, so that we "went 
forward, for He was before us. Did He ever fail us? No, never, when 
"He led us forth." 

Let ns be quite sure that all our goings are according to His 
leadings, and we shall ever find that He not only "Knoweth the way 
that we take," but that "He goeth before." 

He was before us in our sense and conviction of sin, and our desire 
for forgiveneBB, else had we never i;ought His mercy. He has been 
before us in all our aspirations after holiness, or we should never have 
t.a.ken a single sten in the path of beauty and grace. And so in all 
things else, He has ever been before us. 

When we have been led to make confession of mistakes and wrong
doing against others it has been because He has been before us, and Jed 
us to do it. And this is a path in which He always leads His blood
bought people-going blessedly before them, and making the duty plain. 

Alas! how many children of God there are to-day in bondage, fear, 
and unrest, because they have not followed Him fully along this path of 
open and frank confession of wrongs done to other~, whether by thought, 
word, or deed. They may have confessed to God, and in so far have 
followed His leading; but that is not enough ; that is only half-way, 
the other half must -be taken ere there can be rel!t and peace, and 
unbroken fellowship with Him. If any one of my readers are in such a 
case let them at once follow Hie leading all along the line of confession 
-even to the confeesion of any wrong done in thought or deed to any of 
our fellows, no matter who they may be. Only in this way can we have 
the foll joy of fellowship and heart-communion with Him who is perfect. 

Let no one be afraid to follow, for in doing so they shall be sure to 
find that" He goeth before them." The cost may be great, and the 
humiliation painful, but the results shall be sweet. It may lead men to 
talk about you, but fear nothing, follow His leading-" He goeth 
before." Many a dear child of God has found deliverance just here, 
and thus-

" Out of their bondage, sorrow, e.nd night, 
Into His gladness, freedom, e.nd light." 

Whatever is upon the conscience unconfessed to those we may have 
wronged, let us make it right at once, and fear nothing, for " He goeth 
before." 

" He goeth before " us, also, in the path of testing. This, too, is His 
path. It is the way He leads, and in all His paths there is safety, for 
"He goeth before." Then let us not shrink, or fear, but go forward 
through it all, since" Be goeth befor£." Only let our eye be single and 
ever fixed on our Leader, and His surpassing and increasing loveliness 
will so allure us onward that the things which "test" and " try" will 
vanish before Him, and joy and strength be imparted to the soul. _ 

And then, a_qain, "He goeth before" us in the way when we are mu;
understood, and this, it may be, is the hardest path we have to trea~. 
But if being misunderstood by others should, in any way, be for ~1s 

glory, or bring us into closer fellowship and a better knowledge of H1~ 
who understands and knows us best, then we need fear no loss, for m 
this, also, " He goeth before." 
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" He _qof1fh before" us in the way of the cross. His leading is ever 
along that line which the world counts foolishness and failure; but to 
the chosen of God "who believe," there is revealed the power and 
wisdom of God in all such seeming loss. Beloved, never draw back from 
following His lead, for" He goeth before." 

Have any gone back instead of forward ? or halted instead of preBBing 
on? Be encouraged by the blessed fact that "He still goeth before." 
So shall you find if o::ily you set your face in His direction. Our 
wilfulness and waywardness may have carried us aside, but since He is 
ever the same and changes not, He is still willing to lead us in " paths 
of righteousness for His name's sake." 

"He goeth before" into all places. You may not know it, but" He" 
who " goeth before " does. He t~at is " perfect in knowledge " is with 
you. Let us, then. go forward without fear, for Re is before us. In 
faith and obedience let us follow Him fully, and that in every way in 
which He may lead-whether in "confession," the trial of being 
"misunderstood," the "untried and bitter path," or "failure," or 
" loss "-all shall be well, for " He goeth before." We never shall or 
can be forgotten of Him, or beyond the reach of His help. " Our 
names are written on His hands; " '' Our walls are before Him," and 
"none shall separate us from His love." 

"Glory and praise to Jesus give, 
For His stupendous grace." 

CARE CAST UPON THE LORD.' 

"Ce.~ting e.ll your co.re upon Him."-1 Peter v. 7. 

0 LORD, how happy should we be, Could we but kneel e.nd cast our load, 
If we could cast our ea.re on Thee, E'en while we pray, upon our God, 

If we from self could rest; Then rise with lightened cheer; 
And feel e.t heart that One a.hove Sure that the Father, who is nigh 
In perfect wisdom, perfect love, To still the famished ravens' cry, 

Is working for the best ! Will hear in that we fear ! 

How fe.r from this our daily life, We cannot trust Him e.s we should, 
Ever disturbed by anxious strife, So ohe.fes fe.ll'n nature's restless mood 

By sudden wild e.le.rms ; To cast its peace a.way; 
Oh, could we but relinquish all Yet birds e.nd fl.owerets ronnd us pree.oh; 
Our earthly props, e.nd simply fall All. e.11 the present evil tee.oh, 

On Thine Almighty arms I Sufficient for the de.y. 

Lord, make these fe.i thless hearts of ours 
Such lessons learn from birds e.nd flowers, 

And from self-torment cease; 
Father, we trust, e.nd we lie still, 
Leave e.ll things to Thy holy will, 

And so find perfect peace. 

(Professor) JOSEPH ANSTICE, 1808-1836. 

• The u.bove, which was the favourite hymn of Herbert Joseph Le.mbou!n, 
whose memoir is given in e.n aqjacent pe.ge, ,we.s, •e.s will b_e ~een, the producti~n 
of a young man who died in bis twenty-eighth year. As it is not to be found !n 
Denham, Gadsby, or Stevens's Hymn-book, our readers me.y wel~ome it. 
It has been altered by different Editors; but we trust the.~ we _ha.ve given the 
correct text. Any information respecting Professor Anst1ce will be welcome. 
Another hymn from his pen commences :-

" Lord, Thou in e.11 things like was me.de, 
To us-yet free from sin," etc. 
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"WHOM HAVING NOT SEEN YE LOVE." 
"I LOVED him though I never saw him." So said a friend, some time 

since, in reference to a brother whose death was causing him 
great sorrow. The circumstances were peculiar. Many years previously, 
his parents' eldest son had left them to seek his fortune abroad. 
Providence prospered him ; but so tied was he by his engagements, th&t 
it was a long time before he was able to revisit his native land. But 
he never forgot the "old folks at home;'' and, to the utmost of bis 
power, maintained the love-links that bind hearts in union and fellow
ship. His communications were tender and frequent: and were often 
conjoined with "affection's offerings" in the form of welcome gifts. 

Thus, thouf?h far away, he lived in their continual remembrance. 
His likeness adorned their wall, and was often looked at with pride and 
joy. Thus, "absence made th~ir hearts grow fonder." Shortly after 
his departure, another child was born to them, which lived to become 
the friend whose words are above recorded. From his infancy this 
brother beyond the sea was a delightfnl fact to him. He was taught to 
look at the portrait and say in his baby accents, who it Wa.<!. Tender 
messages conveyed by letter from a heart that was far away were often 
voiced by lips that were near and dear. Hence, the brother who he 
had never seen grew to be one of the bright realities of his life. 

By and by the glad tidings came that the absent one would s0011 

visit home once more ; and the lad, now fast approaching manhood, 
reJoiced in the anticipation of seeing his brother for the first time. 
But this was not to be ; for he died when retnrning, and his body only 
reached them to be deposited in an English grave. To this, my friend 
whose grief was very great, referred when he said, " I never saw him, 
but I loved him." 

This recalls and illustrates Peter's words, "Whom having not seen 
ye love." 

"Not with our morta.l eyes he.ve we beheld the Lord, 
Yet we rejoice to hee.r His no.me and love Him in His word," 

He is not unknown to us now. By faith we gaze on His por,rait as 
given in the Gospel. His communications delight us. We therefore 
sing of Him as our "Elder Br.>ther "-

"Our Se.viour I whom e.bsent we love, 
Whom, not he.vi.::ig seen, we a.dore." 

He, too, is coming. 
assuredly be realised. 

This is our glorious hope, a hope which will 
" We shall see Him as He is," and 

"Then shall the veil be removed e.nd round us. His brightness be poured, 
We she.11 meet Him whom absent we loved, we shall see whom unseen we 

e.dored," 

A REQUEST. 
11 When in secret, silent prayer 

Your happy spirit finds access
When you're breathing all your care 
Sweetly e.t the throne of grace ; 
Then to Jesus me commend, 
Think upon an absent frie.nd." 

J..uIES. 
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REVIEW. 

The Terra,· of the Lord, an Indu.cement 
to Persuade Men. Real Discipleship 
and Motives Thereunto. The Resur
rection of the Dry Bones. Three eer
mons by PaetorJ.W.Wren. Each, one 
penny; by poet, three halfpence. D. 
H. He.le. Waldeck-avenue, Bedford. 

SECOND NOTICE. 

THESE Discourses, as we saw, contain 
be.c. grammar, and execrable English; 
and at times manifest an irreverence 
verging upon profanity. Their author, 
nevertheless, complacently poses as 
a very learned person. A spark, he 
for inste.noe, calls "a scintilla." (page 
156). "Heathen mythology," he in
forms us, " te.ught that outer darkness 
was outeide the cosmos of light and 
order ; •· and twice he styles the in
-spired communications of Paul to 
Timothy e.nd Titus, " the pastoral 
Epistles,•· after the fashion of • • up-to
date •· critios, in the present day (pages 
124 e.nd 125). 

His gre.ndiloquenoe is, e.t timee, em
bare.ssing, e.s when he asserts that 
" there are no fairy illusions of that 
which is fair and beautiful from the 
-dreamland of fe.ncy, all ending in dis
appointment, in the service of Jesus 
Christ " ( pe.ge 130). 

For, "Ve.in man would be wise" 
{Job xi. 12). 

Yet, further, our pree.cher claims , 
11,bility to a.mend our common transla- I 
tion of the Holy Scriptures. "A noise," 
in Ezek. xxxvii. 7, he, with other 
"scholars." contends should be read 
" a voice " (page 154) ; volunteers the 
information the.t in Me.rk viii. 34," the 
Greek is • the multitude' " (page 130) ; 
e.nd renders Me.tt. xxvi.ii. 20, "Lo, I am 
with you all the de.ys, even unto the 
~nd of the age " (page 154). 

INCORRECT QUOTATIONS. 

He, indeed, a.ppee.rs to ha.ve devoted 
so much a.ttention to the '· original 
tongues" of the Bible as to have 
neglected the Version which, it is to be 
presumed, is the be.sis of his ministry. 
He erroneously quotes Heh. ix. 27, "It 
is a1pointed unto all men once to die " 
(pa2e 118) ; and, perhe.ps with the 
Pra.yer-booii:, rather the.n his New 
Testa.meat in his mind, gives us to 
underste.nd tha.t '' the Lamb of God 
te.keth a.way the sins (instea.d of " the 
sin") of the world" (page 128). 

These misquote.tions, though as
suredly serious, might have been re
_ge.rded e.s ce.eue.l and a.ccidental, were 

it not e. principle with him to 
concern himself less with "the words 
which the Holy Ghost tee.cheth" tha.n 
with their broad and general teachings. 
"Do not,·• he counsels us," mind so 
much a.bout the mint, rue, and herbs 
of the Scriptures, as about their 
weightiar matters-judgment, meroy, 
righteousness, and faith" (page 128 ), 
His langnage here is, indeed, meta.
phorica.l and obscure ; and we should 
be sorry to misrepresent his mea.n
ing. His purpose, however, apparently 
is to enjoin ua to a.ttaoh little import
anoe to the form in which Divine 
revelations are made, and to give a.lm6st 
exclusive heed to their popula.r and 
commonly-received interpreta.tions. 

Against this, we venture to protest, 
" Bonus textuarius est bonus theo
logus" (a good text-mar. is a, good 
theologian). This no preacher should 
forget. If our divine of Bedford con
tinues to disregard it, he may again 
land himself in blunders like that 
which ea.lied for the "Protest " of our 
scholarly and saintly brother at 
Brighton, in the Spring of last year. 

We must also, perforce, notice the 
loose a.nd cau,less way in which many 
of his prilicipal terms a.re employed; to 
three of which, "intuition," " respon
sible" and "more.I" (as found in these 
sermons) we cra.ve a.ttention. 

"INTUITION" AND "INSPIRATION," 

" We," he says, "learned the verity 
of such words" as "convey" (express) 
"a. little of God's purity to our hea.rts, 
from intuition "-that is through the 
natural or innat9 power of the mind to 
perceive the truth of things (page 114).* 

Now the holiness of God can be 
apprehended spiritually (or, to use his 
expression, by "the heart"), solely 
through the Spirit. None, therefore, 
know ·aught in their souls, of this vital 
matter, unless they learn it, with the 
other principles of salvation, not 
through intuition, but through the 

• The word ·• intnition" in pa.et years was 
much favoured by Broad Churchmen who 
incline to rationalism: and stalwart Evan
gelical• frequently proteeted &ga.inst ite nee. 
A grand speech of Bev. H. M'Neile's wae, in 
our youth, ofteo referred to. It, in pa.rt. ran 
thus:-

.. '.Bhe cross and not the crucifix ; the 
Sa.crament of the Lord's Bopper and not the 
8:1.Criflce of the Mase ; the ministry of re
conciliation and not the mnmmery of 
ritualiem : the truth and not tradition; in
spiration and not intuition, etc., are the 
watchword• of Protestantism." We quote 
from memory only. 
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sovereign and personal tuition of Him 
whose covenant office it is to " guide '' 
the elect" into a.II (the) truth" (John 
xvi.13), 

This appears to be admitted on page 
119, where the preacher dropR the 
term "intuition" and informs us that 
" there is an inspiration of God through 
His Word upon the heart ... in order 
that ... His truth may be ministered 
with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven." His phraseology is, indeed, 
e.s usual, abstruse, but his apparent 
meaning accords with the testimony of 
the Word of God, and the experience of 
His living people. 

"BEBPONBIBILITY." 
Be, further, flounders on the words 

accountability and responsibility; with 
the exact meaning of which he is 
evidently unacquainted. Our greatest 
theologians employed their pens upon 
Writings in which the distinction be
tween these, by no means identical 
ideas, is made as clear as a sunbeam. 
These books, however, our preacher 
persistently ignores; and with a.II con
fidence reiterates as truths, errors which 
(as he should know) have been un
a.nswerably refuted. As far, therefore, 
as he is concerned, such authors a.a 
Joseph Hussey, John Martin, John 
Stevens, William Palmer, James Wells, 
John Foreman and Israel Atkinson, 
devoted the energies of their noble lives 
to the advancement of the truth in 
vain. 

None could insist more emphatically 
than these did, the.t rational men a.re 
accountable beings, and the.t natural, 
providential, educationa.l, and eve.n
gelica.l favours e.nd opportunities, will, 
if neglected or misused, illcrease the 
guilt 1md augment the final punish
ment of sinners. The measure of a 
man's light is the measure of his 
a.ceounta.bility. These are, likewise, 
our own convictions. Few Lord's-days 
pass without our solemnly asserting 
tba.t the time is approaching wh<in the 
possessions now entrusted to us will 
cea.se to be ours, and that we sh·•ll then 
be required to give a.n account of our 
etewa.rdehip to God Himself (Luke xvi. 

~). • 'b'I' h ' • d h B0Spone1 1 1ty, a.a t ey ms1ste , ow-
ever, differs fr:im a.ccounta.bility in 
essential particulars. The benefits for 
which we a.re accouritable as moral 
creatures-our life, health, talents, 
education, our oiroumsta.ntia.1 oppor
tunities and our religious knowledge, 
from the na.ture of things, come to us 
according to the determinations of 
Divine and· sovereign goodness, a.nd 

ape.rt from our own consent or con. 
currence. " In re.9pon.9ibili11; the case 
is different. It cannot fall ·on a man 
without his consent, and its obligations 
are assumed with bis free concurrence. 
Where. there is no reaponRe there is no 
respomibility. To respond is essential 
to its creation. Everyone bound under 
a responsibility is bound by his own 
Jree act."-Israel Atkinson. 

Thus, men are accountabl,e to obey 
the le.w of the Land in which they were 
born and bred. They are responsible 
to observe the covene.nts a.nd conditions 
of Deeds which they have 'aigned, 
sea.led, and delivered." "Every one of 
us shall give account of himself to God .. 
(Rom. xiv. 12) ; but neither this, nor 
any parallel text, teaches the responsi
bility for which the preacher plee.ds, and 
which, be tells us, is incurred by those 
who come within the sound of the 
pree.cbed Gospel (pages 131 and 138). 

"l must," he tells his unconverted 
hea.rers, ·• plead with you that you 
might (may) be saved. Your presence 
here is attended with weighty responsi
bilities; for the word you bear is 
attended with eternal consequences" 
(pages 136). 

Here, e.s elsewhere, his meaning is 
far from plain ; but it is evident that 
he e.ims at conveying the idea that on 
those who hear him, the oblige.tion is 
imposed of a.cq uiring the benefits of the 
Gospel. Now, as those who a.re te.ught of 
the Lord know, se.lvation had its rise in 
election ; was accomplished by redemp
tion ; and becomes an a.ctuaJ and 
persona.I ~ee.lity by the new birth, and 
the call of sovereign grace. We are. 
therefore, here taught that unre
generate persons who a.tteird an evan
gelical service a• e bound by an engage
ment from which they were previously 
free, and become ipso facto, or by this 
their act, answere.ble for the enrolment 
of their name, in God's eternal book; 
for their being among the favoured ones 
whose sins Christ expiated on the cross ; 
and for becoming the subjects of e. 
gracious operation which the Holy 
Spirit aloiie can effect, and which He 
performs in accordance with a sovereign 
purpose matured before the foundation 
of ~he world. 

These positions, no sa.ne man will, of 
course, ma.inta.i.n. We ha.ve, therefore, 
sought to prove by a. reductio acl 
absurdum (or a. demonstration which 
shows that a.n error, if pushed to its 
full issues, involves absurdity) the.t the 
preacher's notion that sinners, as 
nature.I men, are answerable for the 
possession of the salvation of God, is 
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untena,ble by e.ny who hold the 
doctrines of free 0,nd sovereign gre.ce. 

Age.inst this view, nothing could be 
se.id were his sentiments e.vowedly 
Arminian. If be 0,dmitted the.t Divine 
election is conditione.l, the.t the pee.ce 
me.de by Christ through the blood of 
the cross is simply a universe.I e.nd • 
tre.nscient truce or e.mnesty, which may 
end in augmented wre.th on the part of 
God, e.nd tbe.t the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, so far from being a. certainty is 
a contingency, dependent on tha 
sinner's will and pleasure - this 
doctrine of responsibility would e.ccord 
with the rest of his scheme. But he is 
profesedly opposed to these views. He, 
none too politely, styles his ea.rnest 
free-will brother, e.n •· excited Arminie.n 
enthusiast·• (page 121) ; a.nd ce.lls 
persons "wicked " who charge Paul 
with Arminianism (page 126). 

M[NIS~ERIAL RESPONSIBILITY. 
In a.nother and most solemn sense 

our preacher insists not only the.t 
sinners are responsible under certain 
conditions for their se.lvation, but that 
he also is. as a Christian minister_ Ad
dressing his bearers indiscriminately, 
he a.ssures them that, " in e. measure, 
he feels 1·esponsible for their salvation " 
(page 131). 

How this responsibility arose -to 
whom he is thus committed. whether 
to God or to those to whom he spoke
and what is the extent of this awful 
obligation, he does not indeed explain. 

The sa.lvation of sinners, however 
indisputably includes their election, 
their redemption, and their regenera
tion and vocation. The preacher 
therefore a.vers that he considers that 
he will," in a measure," be answerable, 
if the members of his congregation do 
not prove to be elect, ra.nsomed, and 
renovated persons ; and that he will be 
censurable if they are called to receive 
their sentence as doomed and damned 
sinners at the bar of eterna.1 equity at 
last. His modifying claus'l, '' in a. 
mea.sure,'' has no meaning. He either 
is, or he is not bound to do what would 
constitute his hearers chosen, blood
bought. and Divinely-reclaimed persons 
-and thus to effect their salvation. 
This responsibility, if it exist at all, is 
absolute; and he will be answerable to 
God should one of those whose up
turned faces greet him as he preaches, 
die unsaved. 

This, it is needless to say, is error. 
The passages advanced by the preacher 
on pages 115 and elsewhere, do not 
substantiate it, while it is distinctly 
contrary to the truth of God. 

\\'e deny that the Gospel commlBlon 
includes salve.tion. A minister's re
sponsibi!Hy ends when he bas fully 
declared "all," or "the whole oounsel 
of God" (Act.a xx. 27). 

We, moreover, can but regard his 
assumption with disfavour. Sacerdotal 
clergymen a.re blamed for o.sserting that, 
as ordained priest.a, they can a:l.mit un
conscious infants into the fold of 
Christ"s Church. Our preacher, how
ever, claims to have received " power 
and commandment" to e.ffect in some 
way, the eternal destiny of adult 
sinnerE, and to have actually under• 
taken the responsibility of so doing. 

"MORALITY" AND "SPIRITUALITY." 
Y :it another term of which he is fond, 

claims notice. Thoughtful Christian 
teachers have invariably preserved a 
broad line of deme.rkation between dis
positions and duties which a.re incum
bent on men as creatures, endowed, with 
minds and consciences ; and those 
which characterise and devolve on 
spiritual and religious men, as the 
objects and subjects of the sovereign 
grace of God. 

The first fall under the head of 
Ethics, or the science which is. con
cerned with human character e.nd con
duct. The second, when systematically 
considered, compose Revealed Theology, 
or the science which treats of the Most 
High in His specific relations to His 

' people ; and of what pertains to these, 
as loved, ransomed, and renewed 
sinners. The matters connected with 
the firs/ are described as " more.I ; " 
while those with which the second has 
to do, a.re scripturally entitled, 
" spiritual things" (1 Cor. ix, 11). 

It is evident from some of our 
prea.cher.'s sent.ences the.t he is not un
aware of the force of the word •• more.I" 
in the sense thus correctly assigned to 
it; since he rightly speaks of the repre
hensible "moral condition of the Jews" 
in the time of Isaiah (page 146). 
Subsequently, however, he uses it, as if 
it were synonymous and interchange
able with the term "spiritual," with 
which he appears to confound it. 

Natural men a.re morally alive, and 
therefore accountable to God; but they 
are a.t the same time spiritually dead, 
and therefore non-existent to what 
constitutes the kingdom of God's dear 
Son, They live in the realm of mind 
and mon,ls; but with what lies" within 
the lines of grace and blood " they have 
nothing to do, for spiritual things. a.re 
beyond the 8phere of their very 
existence (1 Cor. ii. 12-14). 

Here, however, our preacher seriously 
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" errs n.nd strays." The " dry bones " of 
Ezek. xxxvii. 1-14, n.re, he says, "dead 
sinners in the sight of God "-which 
may be conceded-and are " in moral 
death·"-which is false-and" destitute 
of spiritual life" which is again true 
(page 149). 

He further alludes to himself a.a one 
who has been "r'ecovered from the 
moral grave of sin e.nd death " (page 
150)-again miaemploying the term
and goes on to speak of lost sinners 
whose condition arose from " a moral 
burial which cut them off from the 
fount of spiritual life," but who have 
participated in " a. moral resurrection " 
t_hrough their being "born again of the 
Holy Spirit'' (page 153). Greater con
fusion in the use of lee.ding terms it 
were he.rd to conceive. 

saved men from "intuition" which, to 
the preacher, means much the same as 
"inspiration." Regeneration is a moral 
process which recoups· and energises 
moral powers which were so damaged 
through the fall. Conversion is a re
covery from "a moral grave of sin and 
death," and is effected by such minis
terial persuasion as is referred to jn the 
first discourse, and takes place when 
the "voice" of the Holy Spirit as ·• an 
invisible speaker" ... performs .. 
"the resurrecting work" (page 1-54). 

THE PREACHER'S INJUSTICE. 
He is extraordinarily severe in con

demning those who decline to " cast off 
their first faith" at his bidding (1 Tim. 
v. 12), and to follow him, ·' at the part
ing of the way." 

Such (as he asserts) " shuffie" an 
THE GROUND OF THESE EBBORS, important "scripture from them, on the 

The source of mistakes so serious ground that it was spoken to Israel, 
may be detected on pe.ge 159. Our e.nd that it lays no claims and responsi
accredited preachers have, without bilties upon the present ministers of 
exception, held that the Holy Ghost God's Word. and upon the people who 
graoioosly imparts to elect and blood- hear it ; " and hence ·' they a.re of 
bought sinners, a. principle which does another mind to Paul" (page 115). 
not originally belong to them as They a.re warned, parenthetically 
creatures. This is born of Him, and '' never to repeat the error that man is 
bears His name-" spirit" (John iii. not responsible to God for Gospel 
6). It is the root of life in the soul. privileges, and is not bound to obey the 
All who do not possess it a.re "natural commands of the word " (page 117). 
men;" they in whom it has been They a.re accused of "claiming to be 
superna.ture.lly produced, e,re "spiritual God's very own" and of " rejecting other 
men;" and to them its presence and ministers who dare to persuade men" 
energy impart new qualities, originate (page 120). The "Gospel training" 
new affinities, and alter the whole bias of their hearers is asserted to have in
of the mind e.nd heart (2 Cor. v. 16, 17). duced vitiated "tastes," which. how-

On this point, however, Pastor J. W. ever, this Abdiel in the pulpit is 
Wren is a.t issue with the good men resolved . not to "study" (page 131). 
who preceded him. With him, God's Though they a.re" good men," they (he 
work of grace within a sinner is restora- tells us) yet claim to "have most know
tive only. ,; The same body, soul, and ledge of Obrist e.nd so much zee.l for 
faculties which once served sin and Him and His truth, that they break His 
Satan, now (page 159) through the commands in defending it, and from 
quickening power of the Holy Spirit, them, therefore, " some of his heaviest 
serve the Lord. The condition is new, crosses have come'' (page 134). Their 
but the matter and spirit a.re the same." denial of "human responsibility "-of 

His meaning-as we have found-is course in the well-known technical sense 
often obscure; but here he cannot well be of the phrase-" is," moreover, "one of 
misunderstood. The "spirit" possessed those mysteries of the wicked heart, in 
bv a regenerated man is not a heaven- its wrigglings and deceitfnl use of the 
born principle-but, like his "matter" inspired words of the Bible" (page 139). 
or physical frame belonged to him When it is considered that these 
nature.lly. He is not, therefore, a "new cruel and bitter remarks a.re directed 
creature" or "creation," but the same age.inst Christian teachers who would 
as before, under a "new condition.'' be false to their admitted respons·ib·ilitie, 
Calvinists hold with Newton, that "a to their Churches, to their congrega
new principle within, re-animates and tions and to the section of the De
guides the will." HE>, however, here, nomination with which they a.re in 
incontestibly takes an opposite view. fellowship, if they publicly promulgated 

This it is important to note, e.s it the preacher's sentiments, how unjust 
gives consistency to the whole system e,nd offensive do his censures_ appear'. 
of Divinity on which these sermons are Some remarks on the three Discourses 
based. The light of truth comes to 1 (l,S such, will (o.v.) appear ne::s:t month. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

STRATFORD (GURNEY· ROAD).- ! on the work of the eohool: all were 
Services in connection with the 33rd , members of the Churoh save 2, and 10 
anniversary or the Snnde.y-school were were onoe scholars in the eohool. There 
held on Sunde.,, Me.y 29th. a.nd following were 94 scholars' names on the booke. 
Tuesday and Wedneede.y. Pastor E. , Average attendance: morning, 21\: 
Marsh spoke to a good aseembly on ' afternoon, 70. I.B.R.A. Branoh he.d 80 
Sunday morning from the worde, "He members. The Sunday-eohool Union 
she.II ge.ther the lambs with Hie arms;" : Visitor's last report was also read, in 
and al~o preached in the evening. The ' which it was mentioned,that considering 
e.fternoon address to schole.rs and , the Ritualistic tendency of the 11eigh
friends was given by pe.stor S. T. , bourhood the eohool we.a holding its 
Belcher, e.nd bis meese.ge we.a," Be sure i own and doing very well. We have 
your sins will find you ont." After the ' muoh to be thankful for. God is good, 
evening service pastor E. Marsh had the ' our le.hours have been rewarded. On 
privilege of lee.ding one of our scholars Lord's-day, July 10th, our pe.stor 
tbrongh the we.ters of be.ptism. On : administered the ordinance of believers' 
Tuesde.y afternoon a sermon was i baptism to three scholars from the 
preached by Mr. J. Bush, a pleasant tea I school. Each in their testimony before 
following. Mr. J. Bush age.in kindly , the Church bore evidence of awe.kening 
presider. over the evening meeting, and 'I and blessing received in the Sabbath
was ably supported by brethren Ack- ecbool. We bless God, and are stimu
land, Galley, He.le, Martin, and Wakelin. ! le.ted e.nd inspired to future service, 
There was ''blessing" in the bee.rt- , still trusting that He will farther own 
stirring messe.ges for those " who know ' and bless the work, The annne.l exour
tbe joyful sound," and there we.s sound sion took place on TueedaL July 12th, 
advice and encoure.gement both to to Court Farm, Upper we.rlingham. 
teacher e.nd schole.r. The annual report Surrey. We were favoured with a fine 
showed e.n increase in our numbers, and ' day, which made the journey by brakee 
dealt with the need of more pre.yer and very enjoye.ble.-W. H. H. 
more effort on behalf of our children, I 
especially in view of the increase of , BORO' GREEN. KENT.-We were 
sacerdote.l influence_ in the land. A ~ad , favonred to celebrate our Sunday-school 
note was touched ID the approachmi I anniversa.ry on June 19th, when our 
separatwn of ~&Rtor E. Marsh as pres1- I pastor, Mr. H. Bull, was helped to 
dent, and als~ in the lo~s of the devo_ted ', preach in the morning from Psa. xxxiv. 
~bot:1:r• of bis dear wife and £e.m1ly. 11, "Come, ye children, hearken unto 

Whither the Lord leads. there oar me : I will tee.oh you the fear of the 
prayer ~ollows. fo! them." M_rs. E. Lord," dwelling especially upon t~e 
Marsh kmdly d1stnbnted the prizes to royal teacher, his youthful disciples, his 
succ".sstul scholars on the Wednesday choice subject, the children especially 
evenmg, and_ thus concl~ded our 33rd pe.ying marked attention, and ocoaeion
year of servwe. Collections amounted ally answering a question put to them 
to £10 13s. 3½d. concerning the subject. In the after

PIMLICO (CABMEL).-The seventy
fourth annivermry of the Sanday
school was held on Lord's-day, June 
26th and Tuesday, June 28th. On 
Sunday sermc>ns were preached by 
pastor C. D. Jeffe, of St. Albans, to good 
congrege.tions : and in the e.fternoon a 
young peoples' service was held, when 
suitable and interesting addresses were 
delivered by Messrs. J. Reeve, J. Wright, 
and D. Baxter. former scholars and 
friends of the school. On Tuesday, a 
public meeting was held, and ably pre
sided over by H.J. Bush, Esq .. of Herne 
Hill. Brethren H. Ackland, W. Stanley 
Martin, R. E. See.re, and A. Vine 
addressed the meeting. Their words of 
encouragement were much appreciated 
by the teachere, and the children were 
specially interested by the very able 
address by Mr. Stanley Martin. The 
report was ree.d by the superintendent, 
in which it was mentioned that there 
were 4 officers and 12 teachers carrying 

noon the text was from Psa. cxv. 13, 14, 
" He will blesR them that fear the Lord, 
both small and great. The Lord shall 
increase you more and more, you and 
your children." The remark~ on ~he 
blessings of peaoe and prosperity being 
especially suitable to both teachers and 
scholars, ae the fruits of the fear of the 
Lord. In the evening our pastor took 
as hie text 1 Sam. xvii. 68, "Who's son 
art thou, thou young man 1 " and the 
answer, '· I e.m the son of thy servant 
Jesse, the Bethlebemite." Our chapel 
was well filled-there were probably 400 
present, of whom a great number were 
young people. We feel that, by God's 
blessing, the earnest appeal to eaoh (to 
answer the question-to look to their 
parental!'.e-trace the fe.mily likeness
the family inheritance-eternal joy or 
eternal woe) cannot be lost. Tea was 
provided in the interval between the 
afternoon and evening services for 
friends from a distance. Special hymns 
were sung by the children, and reoita• 
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tions given in ea.oh service. The col
leotion for the sohool fond ta.ken during 
the day a.mounted to £6 17s. lOd., to 
whioh must be added £12 2s. 6d. by 
speoie.l eubeoriptione, We, therefore, 
lift our bee.rt and voice with ,rra.titude 
to our Heavenly Father for His good
ness to us as e. eohool, which numbers 
180 sohole.rs.-E. 8. 

CROYDON,-The 28th anniversary 
of Derby-road Baptist Chapel we.e held 
on Wednesday, June 29th, when brother 
Mitohell, of Che.dwell-street, preached 
an excellent sermon in the afternoon to 
a good oongrege.tion from Pee.. xxiii. 2, 
emphasising the rest and abundant pro
vision me.de for tne Church by the great 
and good Shepherd. A le.rgercompe.ny 
than usual eat down to an excellent 
tee., after which there we.a a public 
meeting, brother F. T. Newman kindly 
presiding in his usual genial and 
effective manner, and after reading a 
portion of Scripture. oe.lled on brother 
Matlock to pray. A few well-chosen 
W(lrds from the ohe.irme.n, and brother 
Fells was called to his feet, and 
delivered a good address on Hab. iii. 18. 
Brother Mitchell, on Rev. xxii. 17, 
ringing out the "Whosoever will." 
Brother Moo.ntford, on Jer, xxxi. 9. 
Brother Dale, on John xvii. 24. The 
pastor followed with a word of gratitude 
to God, and to all who had been 
"workers together with him" for the 
euocees of the day. Our brethren all 
appeared to enjoy happy liberty in 
speaking, and the listeners found it 
good to he there, the Doxology and 
prayer by the obairman oloeing one of 
the beet meetings we have known, for 
which we desire to record our deep 
gratitude to the God of all our mercies. 
-EBENEZER BEECHER, 

CLIFTON, BEDS.-On August 1st a 
special service was held in connection 
with the formal opening of the newly 
erected schoolroom. Thie was preceded 
by a tee., to which about 160 eat down. 
The pastor. Mr. F. G. Borgese, presided 
at the meeting,wbiob was well attended, 
many friends coming from the surround
ing Causes. The pastor (for the secre
tary, who wae unavoidably detained 
from coming) read the financial state
ment. Thie showed that einoe the fund 
was started in June, 1903, the sum of 
£288 had been received. The cost .of 
the struoture bad been .S292, thus 
leaving a deficit on the building account 
of £4. For furnishing, a sum of .S28 
bad been expended, and of this amount 
there we.a contributed at the meeting 
about £18. A few more pounds will be 
required for some extras, and al together 
we still need about £20 to complete tho 
soheme. The room was much needed 
for the Sabbath-school, and it is a very 
valuable addition to the chapel property. 

Meeere. Morriss (of Hitohin), He.rlick 

~

of tJiggleewa.deJ, and Mr. J. Wilson 
our senior trustee) addressed the 
riende. Much the.nkfolnees we.a ex

pressed at the gratifying condition or 
the fund, and to our ever gracious Lord 
for His goodness to us in this matter. 

ENFIELD HIGHWAY (PROVIDENCE, 
PUTNEY·ROAD).-The 41Bt e.nniverearr 
was held on July 12th, when pastor A. 
Andrews delivered a faithful sermon 
from Luke xii. 32, referring to tb e 
remnant, their fea.rs, and how thev 
were marked, led and fed. The sermon 
we.a appreciated by those present. A 
goodly number eat down to tea.. Pastor 
Gibbens, of Tottenham, presided over 
the evening meeting, and, in opening, 
read John xvii., after which brother 
Nash, of Enfield, engaged in prayer. 
Pastor Hewitt, of Ponders End, spoke 
from the worde, "I have prayed for 
thee," and was followed by brother 
Me.son, who addressed us upon Rom. xi. 
36. Brother Alfrey, eenr., one or our 
deacons, referring to our progress as a 
Church since last anniversary, recalled 
to our minds how the Lord had sent 
amongst us brother Me.son, who has 
ministered here for three years, and on 
hebe.If of the Church and congregation 
be presented Mr. Mason with a Bible 
ae e. token of love and esteem. Brother 
Me.son suitably responded. Pastor A. 
Andrews then gave ue some words of 
encouragement, after which the singing 
of a hymn and prayer brought the 
meeting to a. close. We were glad to 
see friends from other Churches. "The 
Lord bath done great things for us 
whereof we a.re gla.d."-G. F. 

GRAYS, ESSEX.-Anniverse.ry ser
vices were held on June Wtb. Pastor 
E. White preached in the afternoon 
from Psa. xxxi. 19. The preacher was 
bl'eseedly led to speak of the great 
goodness that is le.id np for the people 
of God. It was a. refreshing time to our 
soule, Tee. was pa.rte.ken in the chapel, 
after which e. public meetinl? was ably 
conduoted by J. B. Collin, Esq. The 
meeting commenced by singing hymn 
35, Appendix. The chairman then ea.lied 
upon brother Ste.nbrook, of Gravesend, 
to supplicate the heavenly throne. 
Warm-hearted spiritual addressee were 
given by the following ministerial 
brethren :-Messrs. E. Welste.nd, G. 
Smith, E. White, and A. Blackman, 
The meetinj!' closed with the Doxology. 
The oolleot1ons were very good. 

CHATHAM (ENON).-On July 27th 
our anniversary services were held, 
when Mr. E. Mitchell visited us and 
preached two sermons, which were 
muoh enjoyed. Afternoon from Mark 
ix. 41. Evening from John xix. 30.-

1 c. c. 
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IPSWICH (BETHE8DA).-July 17th 
was our Sunday-school anniversary. 
This de.,· i• anticipated with plea.sure 
by many besides our•elve•, and we 
believe tbe.t friends from neigh houring 
churches wbo visited n• on this occe.i!ion 
received e. blessing. On the precedinll,' 
Se.turde.y e. pre.yer-meetinll,' was held to 
seek the Lord's blessing on the e.nniver
Ee.ry services. On Sunday morning the 
text was 2 Cor. ix. 8, e.nd in the evening. 
Ja.mes iv. H. The che.pel we.s full, e.nd 
our pe.stor we.s gree.tly helped. In the 
e.fternoon •evere.l schola.rs recited very 
credite.bly. e.nd e.n ioterestini;r 11,ddress 
was j!"iven by onr pe.stor upon "Smooth 
Stones.·· His words were I istened to 
with me.rked attention. e.nd we pre.y 
the.t signs me.y follow Specie.I hymns 
were sung. under the lee.der•hip of Mr. 
T. Garrod and Mr. A. J. R. King-. The 
collections amounted to :£20. The 
annual treat took ple.oe on the follow
ing Wednesday. the children heing_oon
veyed in ve.ns to Stoke Park. The da.y 
was bee.ntirul. and many friends met 
with us, and we were 11,'r&tefnl to those 
who orovided presents for the children. 
On July 24th, onr pastor e.nnounoed 
that our Buildin11: Fund now stood e.t 
£320. We are looking for e. speedy in
orease. for e.ooommode.tion i• sorely 
needed. hardly a Sunday pa.ssing with
out our receiving new schole.rs, the 
number 11,t present being about 300. On 
August 7th e. ba.stisma.l service we.• held, 
when two si&ters were immersed, and 
in theafternoon, with three other•, were 
welcomed into the Chnroh. We ca.n 
truly say God is with us.-W. B. M. 

REA.DING (PRO"l"IDENCE).-The 45th 
anniversary services in connection with 
the openinir of this chapel were held on 
August 10th, when two sermons were 
preached by Pastor R. Mutimer, or 
Brentford. The afternoon service was 
commenced with the hymn, "Now to 
the Lord a noble song." Our attention 
was invited to Isa. xlii. 16, upon which 
onr brother made some profita.ble 
reme.rks. The evening subject we.s faith, 
the text being Acts xxvii. 25. Tee. we.s 
provjded e.t 5, a.nd collections taken on 
behalf of the Cha.pel Funds. At the 
close of the day it wa.s felt that we had 
great reason to bless the Lord for His 
benefits conferred upon us. 

SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK.-Snn
day, the 17th Jnly, 1904, will be remem
bered. we trust, by onr young friends 
especially, for many years. Formerly a 
Church a.nd good Sabbath School 
existed here, a.nd one " old scholar " in 
recently sending a good donation to the 
Renov11,tion Fund, s11,id he was one who 
" filled the baptistry for the first 
immersion. a.nd he wished to be one of 
the first to help in the restoration of 
the old building." The occasion we.s 

the first anniversary of the re-opening 
of the Sa.bba.th School. Brother J. 
Oordle, of Ohelmondieton, preached 
morning a.nd evening, and gave e.n 
address to pa.rent~, tea.cher~, a.nd 
children in the e.fternoon. There wa.s 
a. good congrega.tion in the morning, 
but in the la.tter pa.rt of the day the 
cha.pel wa.e eimply crowded, a.nd the 
vestriee ha.d to be utilized. The eobola.rs 
gave snita.ble reoita.tions a.nd dia.loguee 
e.t the two latter services. The choir, 
assisted by friends, ha.d prepared a. dozen 
specie.I hy111ns, a.nd these were a.ooom
J>•nied in the good old Suffolk fa.sbion. 
Friends were present from Friston, 
Sndbournel Cransford, a.nd Benha.ll. At 
the close or the evening service, Pasto• 
W. H. Berry tha.nked a.II who ha.d helpe,I 
in a.ny wa.y. The collections rea.lized, 
£2 12s. 5d. 

SUD B U R Y .-On August Ba.nk 
Holide.v, special services were held, 
when Pastor J. Everett, of Glemsford, 
prea.obed in the afternoon a.nd evening. 
The services were well attended, a.net 
t.he sermons much enjoyed, our brother 
baing ~ra.ciously helped to exa.lt the 
dea.r Redeemer. We experienced the 
truth of Pea.. cxxxlii., "How good a.nd 
bow plea.sa.nt it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity I" We a.re thankful 
to record si~ns or the Lord's presence 
with us. One dear brother h11,s been 
constrained to tell what the Lord ha.ti • 
done for him, a.nd be ba.ptized, and 
another is waiting to follow in that 
pa.th.-H. S. 

CANNING TOWN (SHIRLEY· 
STREET).-Services in commemora.tion 
of 26th a.nniversa.ry of the opening of 
the above place of worship were held 
a.s follows :-On Lord'a-da.y, Ma.y 22uil, 
Mr. E. Well~ta.nd prea.ched morning 
a.nd ' evening two excellent sermons, 
which were richly enjoyed by a.ll who 
heard them. On the following day, Whit
Monday, the cba.pel wa.s well-filled 
in the afternoon to hear our esteemed 
brother, . Pastor J. Clark (Bethnal 
Green), a.nd it wa.s e. time of refreshinp: 
from the Lord. A goodly number of 
friends sat down to tea. A public meet
ing wa.s held in the evening, a.t which 
Mr. Thoma.a Dea.n (Wandsworth) pre
sided, who after the opening hymn read 
Malachi iii. called upon brother Ra.yner 
(Ea.et Ha.m), to seek the Divine bless
ing. The secretary's report showed 
that there was but £4 owing to the 
Association of the Loa.n of £100. The 
chairman's speech followed, a.fter 
which addresses were delivered by 
brethren W. H. Lee, J. Cla.rk, S. J. 
Taylor, E. Wellstand, S, D. Founta.!n, 
G. Smith, a.nd W. Church. Our cha1r
ma.n ma.de a.n earnest and successful 
appeal to the meeting to clear off the 
debt by their contributions that even• 
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Ing, and this the friends kindly did. 
Brother Hale, in moving a vote of 
thankR to the obairman, Rpoke of the 
joy and gratitude he experienced at the 
removal of the debt. Deacon Langham 
seoonded, and rehearsed Rome of the past 
strngi;tles of this Oause. One of the beet 
anniversaries at Canning Town was 
clcsed with the Benediction by the 
President, We thank our Lord aµd take 
coorage,-J. W, 

BLAKENHAM SUFFOLK. - The 
anniversary of the Sonday-Rohonl was 
held on Lord's-day, Joly 3rd. Pastor 
John Jackson, of Sevenoaks, Keat, 
was the preacher for the occasion, his 
dieooorees on the life of Daniel, o.nd 
eermon from the words of Paul to 
Timothy were very much enjoyed and 
appreciated (viz.)." From a child thou 
hast known the Holy Scriptures," &o. 
The mornin&' was wet, but afternoon 
and evening cleared oat, and we never 
remember seeing Blakenham Chapel so 
full. Many were unable to get inside 
the building at all, Oar hearts were 
bowed down with gratitude to God. 
The children sang sweetly, and recited 
creditably. Collections were very 
encouraging. We thank God and take 
courage. On July 12th, the children, 
numbering 54, with their teachers 
and a few friends, had their treat in a 
meadow near the chapel. Tea was 
provided for them on the grass. Games 
such as children love all the afternoon 
and evening did not seem to tire them. 
About 8.30 they retired to the chapel 
and received a few words about the 
best things from the superintendent, 
Mr, H. F. Moore, and other teachers. 
Each child received a prize, May God 
bless them all, so praye,-M.A. MOORE. 

STRATFORD (GUBNEY-BOAD).
Valediotory services were held in oon
neotion with tbe resignation of Mr. 
Ebenezer Marsh from the pastorate of 
the Church, after ten years' happy and 
faithful service. On the afternoon of 
Wednesday, July 6th, he preached his 
farewell sermon from the words, "The 
will of the Lord be done" (Acts x.xi. 
14), remarking that the will of God is 
Hie own law in all things; that the 
execution of His will is by His own 
appointed means and instruments, by 
the rhrhteous and also by the wicked; 
that the recognition of His will carries 
its own respon8ibilites ; and, lastly, 
resignation to His will was the believer's 
ckief desire and kigkest deligkt. Tea 
was served in the new school buildings, 
at which a good company gathered. 
The public meeting was held in the 
chapel at 6.45. Oar esteemed and valued 
friend, Mr. F. J. Catchpole, presided. 
After a hymn, brother S. G. Ince sought 
t,he Lord's blessing. The chairman read 
Paa. cxxxiii., "Behold how good and 

how pleaRant it is for brethren tn dwell 
together in nnity," &o. In a plea•in!!' 
11.nd sym po.thetio o.ddres• he remarked 
how glad he was to know tb&t th,i 
retir_ing _pastor a:ad the people werr, 
partrng 1n peace, and th"t their union 
of heart was on broken. He prayed that 
the blessing of the Lord would follow 
brother Marsh to his new sphere of 
la.boor, and that it would 11,lRo continue 
to rest upon the people at Gurney-road. 
Brother Marsh then explained some of 
the lea.dings of Providence which had 
caused him to resign hie pastorate here, 
and to accept that at Warboys, fully 
believing it to be the will of God 
During the evening brother J. H. Rider 
(Church sec.), on behalf of the Church 
and congregation, presented the retiring 
pastor with a bea.utirolly illuminated 
address appreciative of the love and 
esteem in which he and his beloved 
wife were held, expressive of sorrow at 
the separation, and prayerful hope for 
the future. We were privileged to have 
on the platform brethren Belcher, 
Holden, Henson, and Galley, who ~ave 
appropriate addressee. A few words of 
appreciation and farewell from the 
deacons, and a. cordial vote of thanks to 
the chairman, brought a memorable 
meeting to a close.-J. H. R. 

STOKE ASH.-Tbe school anniver
sary services were held on June 12th, 
when pastor H. Newton, of Wisbech, 
preached two sermons, morning and 
evening, and gave an illustrative ad
dress to the children in the afternoon. 
The weather was all tha.t could be 
deaired, and friends drew together from 
many miles round, so tha.t the chapel 
wa.s full to overflowing. Collections 
amounted to £17 5e., the largest for 
many years past. On Joly 6th the 
children ba.d their annual treat. Tea. 
was provided and much enjoyed under 
the shade of the trees, near to the 
chapel, the day being wa.rm. One 
hundred sat down at the first sitting, 
followed by 120 friends at the second 
sitting. Mr. and Mrs. Copping a.gain 
generously provided strawberries for 
the children. After tea. the children 
and friends adjourned to Mr. Bloom
field's meadow, where games of various 
descriptions were enjoyed. tiod bless 
our Sunday-school. 

GLEMSFORD (EBENEZEB). - The 
57th anniversary at' the Sonday-school 
was celebrated on Lord's-da.y,Ju.ly 10th, 
wh.,n pastor B. J. Northfield preached 
morning and evening, and ga.ve an 
address to the teachers a.nd schola.rs in 
the afternoon. The services were much 
enjoyed and spiritually profaa.ble. 
Special hymns and a.nthems were sung, 
we were favoured with good congrega
tions a.t eaoh service, and the collection 
we.a between £6 and £7. "Hitherto the 
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Lord hath helped us." On the following 
Monday the teaohers and scholars spent 
a plee.se.nt time e.t the Pie.co Farm, the 
reeidence of the rnperintendent, brother 
S. W. Bigg. Several pe.rents e.nd friends 
pe.rtook of tee. with the children. At 
the cloee our beloved pe.stor e.dd ressed 
the children, e.nd heartilv thanked the 
friends who he.d sought ·to me.ke them 
happy. after which singing e.nd prayer 
closed another anniversary.-A. M. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).-The 13th 11.nni
"<"erse.ry of the pe.storate of Mr. R. C. 
Be.rdenR was celebro.ted on Wednesday. 
.1 uly 20th. Pastor R. Mu timer, of 
Brentford, pree.ched in the e.fternoon 
f ,om Acts xxvi. 22, 23. After tee. 11, 
JJablic meeting was held. presided over 
by the pe.stor. Letters were read from 
severa.l friends who were unabli, to be 
oreaent. The opening hymn, "Kindred 
in Christ," having been sung, brother 
Glasgow song-h t the Di vine blossing upon 
Church, pastor, e.nd spea.kers. An a.d
rlress noon the "Constraining- Love of 
Christ" was then given by Mr. Mutimer, 
after which the paRtor reviewed the 
Lord's dealings with himself and the 
Church, e.nd stated that three young 
friends had been baptised and three 
more were waiting to follow the 
Master. Brother Ling spoke upon the 
., Forethought and comoaesion of our 
God, providentially and spiritually." 
Brother Baldwin. dee.con e.nd Chnrch 
secretary, was then presented with a 
handsome ee.sy chair by the pastor on 
behalf of some friends In acknow
ledging the same, onr brother spoke of 
the nnity and love existing between the 
officers of the Church. An address upon 
the words, " I se.t down under his 
shadow with great delight," was then 
g-iven by pastor Cordle, and brother 
Gardner, after referring to his first visit 
to• Zoar and his meeting with onr 
pastor. spoke from the words, "This 
same ,Jeans." The meeting was closed 
with the hymn, ·' May the grace of 
Christ onr Savionr," and the Bene
diction. 

WARBOYS, HUNTS. 
WE feel snre me.ny friends will find 
plea.sure in ree.ding the following in
terestinl!' communice.tion from our 
brother E. Marsh :-

" My dear brother Flegg,-Yes ! 'God 
moves :in e. mysterious way' is often 
the excle.me.tion of those who a.re com
pelled to watch and me.rk His gracious 
hand. The writer little thought the 
depth of the union formed on the first 
visit, April 27th, 1902, to preach the 
word and conduct the ba.ptizinir service 
immediately after the late beloved 
pastor,.Mr. J. Lambourne,he.d given up. 
Such, however, seems to ha.ve been the 
ca.se, for though after invita.tions had 

to he given up through 11, long a.ffliction, 
and the cherished hope or still abiding 
o.t Gurney,roa.d filled my soul, the visits 
were renewed,and fine.Uy an una.nimous 
oall to the oversight of the Churoh we.I! 
sent, when it heoame known the.t our 
remove.I from Stratford was inevite.ble. 
The recol!'nition services have ho.d to be 
dele.yed for looe.l reasons until October 
20th, when we antloipe.te le.rg-e gather
ings, a'nd trust they may be me.de 
memorable by the Divine blessing. 
Lord's-day, August 7th, we.a the com
mencement or our le.boors as pa.stor. It 
will long be remembeMd, we believe. 
At the Lord's table, Dea.oon Bedford 
gave us the right he.nd of fellowship 
into the Church, after whioh it was my 
privilege to receive in my beloved wife 
and one d&U£1"hter, the letter of transfer 
from the Church at Stratford ha.ving 
been publicly read. The parting with 
our long-loved friends at Stratford has 
been pa.inful by ree.son of the depth of 
our fellowship in the Gospel ; but the 
joy of heart by rea.son of the unbroken 
00nds of Christian love has humbled us 
at the dear Ma.ster's feet, and never 
shall we forget the last Lord's de.y spent 
in the old spot where the baptism of 
those we ha.d watohed for in le.bour 
ma.de it a time of mingled joy. The 
Lord bless His flock in the old home, 
and make pie.in the lee.dings of His 
ha.ud towa.rd us ea.eh, is our earnest 
prayer. "E. MARSH." 

STRA.TFORD (GURNEY·ROAD). -
Deeply intere~ting services were held 
on Lord's-day, July 31st, when the late 
pe.stor e.gain occupied the pulpit, and at 
the close of the evening service he.d the 
privilege of ba.ptizing five believers in 
the name of our Triune God. Among 
them was e. widow and her little 
da.uJ?hter, aged 15 yea.re. As mother and 
child stoo:i together at the pool with 
another sohole.r from the school we 
could but rejoioe together in the seals 
of Divine blessing on the minietry up 
to the last, while our pe.rting was the 
keener felt ; and oh I how the 
sovereignty of our God in the salvation 
of His elect we.s seen as we thought of 
the varied experiences of these believere 
tha.t we had listened to as they told it 
out before the Church. Whe.t enoonrage• 
ment to Sabbath School le.bourers. e.nd 
to praying- p:i.rents. Pastor E. Marsh 
might well sa.y his bee.rt was more the.n 
full as he thought of his visits, and re
called the dying fa.ther's prayer for his 
beloved wife and fe.mily, e.nd so ;soon 
had to record the a.newer in beholding 
the scene before him. Me.ny ea.id it wa.s 
e. see.son long to be remembered. We 
believe the word was with power, and 
look for" mauy others" thus to confess 
our beloved Lord. The Lord speedily 
send us an under-shepherd, sincerely 
prays,-A LOVER OF GURNEY-ROAD. 
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Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 

REUNION Day at Hornaey Rise Asylum 
proved to be 11, time of much happiness 
to the aged ones. Two private omni
buses oon veyed the inmates of the 
Camberwell Home, and friends from 
Stamford Hill Home came later in the 
afternoon. The weather we.a delightful, 
and m11,ny happy groups were seated in 
the grounds. Tea. was provided in the 
Hall, and a brief meeting was after
wards held, Mr. A. Hayles presiding. 
Addressee were given by Messrs. Sinden, 
Richard, Hodges, and secretary. The 
lady visitors held a Sale of Work during 
the day, and also ministered to the 
comfort of all who were present. 

* * 
* Several friends have provided hospi-

tality for the inmates at their own 
residences and elsewhere. The Camber
well friends spent 11, pleasant day at 
Grove Chapel, Mrs. Jamee Jones and 
other friends kindly ma.king them wel
come. Such breaks in their daily life 
a.re indeed valued by one and all. 

* • 
* The new Annual Report has just been 

issued, price 6d. to non-au baori hers, It 
contains an interesting summary of the 
work and several illustrations, together 
with information that cannot but be 
useful to its readers. It should be quite 
a reference book and a means of quicken
ing and extending interest in this noble 
work, 

* • 
* Copies of the current Quarterly 

Record will be supplied on application. 
The series of "Helpers of Earlier 
Years" is still continued, the portrait 
this time being that of.John Macgregor, 
Other articles make up an issue which 
is likely to be the means of eliciting 
additional sympathy with the Institu
tion. 

* .. ,. 
The pensioners are steadily increasing 

in numbers, hence the need for many 
more annual subscriptions of 7s., 10s., 
and 14s. :£42 daily are now required to 
meet all the claims made upon the 
Society. Will everyone who seeks the 
welfare of the Lord's aged poor kindly 
help in making up this amount? 

MRS. ABIGAIL GATES, 
Many friends connected with our 

Churches will remember our departed 
sister, who was baptised by the late 
Henry Myerson at Shalom, Hackney, in 
the seventies. Greatly afflicted by deaf
ness, she was for many years prevented 

from hearing the Word with the out
ward ear, but her lire a.bounded with 
the evidences of true Christian faith and 
firm relia.nce and trust in ,i, covena.nt
ke"lpinl!' God. Her end wa.s sudden. In 
moderate health on Thursday, ,June9th. 
she was stricken with paralysis, and 
pa.seed peacefully a.way on Saturday 
evenin!!', June llth, at Herschell-road. 
Forest Hill. The mortal remains were 
laid to rest in Eimers End Cemetery. 
Pastor Thomas Jones, of Wandsworth, 
tenderly conjucted the senices. The 
deceased sister's aSfe was 65. She was 
sister to Mr~. Benj3min Drane, of 
Wandsworth, of blessed memory. 

MOSES LAFLIN. 
The Church at Somersham has sus

tained a loss by the death of Moses 
Laflin. He was a member of the Chnrcb 
fifty-seven yea.re, and a deacon thirty
eight years. He was baptised by :Mr. 
Crooks, and was well known at our 
Association meetings. He remembered 
the Association tent when first used. 
Our brother was a plain, honest, out
spoken man, and was a real lover of 
Zion. He did his very beat to support 
the ministry anrl all other funds. The 
end ea.me ou Julv 18th, at Ipswich 
Hospital, at the ripe age or 82. Our 
brother was buried in our Chapel 
Burial-ground, many friends being 
present to show their respect and 
esteem. On the following- Sunday hi~ 
po.~tor made reference to his death from 
Job v. 26. We shall miss him. I have 
known him nearly eighteen years. He 
longed for the Lord to take him. He 
hoped he would not be 11, trouble to 
anyone. May the Lord raise us up mor~ 
who shall stand firm and steadfast 
be real lovers of Zion. So many ve 
change. 

HERBERT JOSEPH LAMBOURN, 
(1874-1904). 

WITH sorrow we record the sudden 
death iu his 30th :vea.r of this brig-bt and 
promising young Christian. the only son 
nf our esteemerl brother, Councillor J. 
Lambourn, of King-eton-on-Tba.mes. He 
was early brought to know tile Lord. 
and some years since became 11, member 
of the Church at "Providence" Chapel, 
and entered with cha.racteristic ardour 
into the" works of faith and labours of 
love" maintained in this ha..llowed 
little eanotuary. He leaves a widow
a daughter of our brother, John Bush. 
of Sur bi ton Park-terrace - and one 
little daughter, an infant in her second 
year. On hie father's retirement he 
succeeded to the old-eatabliRhed busi
ness whioh had been in the family for 
two generations, and won universe.I 
respect &B 11, competent and enterprising 
tradesm11,11, till, 11,b0ut a year ago, he was 
prostrated by 11, serious illness. A sea 
voyage, taken in hie father's comp&ny, 
however, brought wha.t appeared to be 
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complete restoration, e.nd his health 
since has been excellent, though it 
became expec:ient that he should be 
relieved of the e.nxieties of his Kingston 
conoern. which WI\S aocordingly dis
po~ed of. He.ving ge.ined inany honours 
in his trade e.s e. confectioner, he shortly 
after responded to e. request to under, 
te.ke the importe.nt e.nd lucrative post 
of mane.ger of the oon fectionery depe.rt
ment e.t WhitP.ley's, Limited, of West
bonrne-grove, where he was mo~t happ)' 
in his e.ppointment, enjoying the full 
confidence of his employers and the 
esteem of a.II with whom he had to do, 
Since his death it has been remarked 
how kindly and tactfully he kept his 
colleagues np to the me.rk in their 
several services, and in kindly touch 
with each other. thus infusing his own 
esprit de corp8 into the whole. On 
Fride.y, July 29th, he had a sudden 
seizure while at his work, and, in a very 
short time, he we.s not, for God had 
taken his spirit home. He possessed 
splendid qualities of mind and heart, 
which greatly endeared him to all who 
knew him. He read extensively and 
thought deeply. He took a keen 
interest in current events and was able 
to give cogent reasons for his own 
opinions on m:my of the problems 
which at preEent so engross the public 
mind. There was in him a happy 
blending of strong conviction with 
consideration for the respect due to 
others : and while ,; not slothful in 
business," he w .. s "fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord," and it were not :flat
tery to assert that he bore, as he was 
entitled to bee.r, "the grand aid name of 
gentleman." The numerously attended 
funeral took place at Kingston Ceme
tery on Wednesday, August 3rd, Mr. W, 
Jeyes Styles and the Rev, Harry Snow
don officiating-the latter as president 
of the Kingston and District Free 
Church Council, with which our de
parted brother had been warmly and 
efficiently associated. 

lsAIAH SMITH, 
Minister of '"The Strict Baptist Chapel," 

Patton. Beds. 
With sorrow we record the death of 

this estime.ble Christian, who "fell on 
sleep," J nly 9th, 1904, after bnt"six days' 
illness. Born of godly pa.rents, of whom 
he was the only son, he early experienced 
the power of true religion, and through 
deep spiritual solicitude, occasioned by 
the baptism of his beloved wife, was 
mercifully brought into the liberty of 
the Gospel when very young. His 
·' boldness in the faith" soon attracted 
the notice of the members of the 
Church at Halstead, to which they both 
belonged, and he was ere long elected a 
deacon. and shortly afterwards began 
to preach. Great Yeldbam, a. town six 
miles from Halstead, then a.ttra.cted his 

attention. Thither he removed, givinl!" 
up his bn•iness to do so, and devoted 
his energies to the raisin~ of a c~use of 
trnth in the place. A Churoh we.s 
formed, to whioh ho ministered with 
l!elf-dei:Jying assidnity for twenty-live 
years, during which time n oommodius 
chapel was ereoted, a burial-ground 
secured-and the whole pa.id for. He 
was a rural pastor of the old type
original, ')Uaint, intelligent, deeply 
versed in the Scriptures, and though 
naturally humoroue, eminently graoious 
and heavenly-minded. His subsequent 
spheres of le.hour were Claxton, Norfolk, 
where also be we.s much blessed; and 
Potton-onoeassocie.ted with the saintly 
William Tite-to which he removed in 
1891, and in which he ended his simple 
and beautiful life of service for Christ. 
He we.a twicP married-to Miss He.rtJ a 
God-fearing woman, who died ear1y, 
and the dear lady who lives to mourn 
his decease. Three sons and four 
daughters also survive him. Thus 
another of our "noble kinsmen" has 
left us for '' the Homeland." A fuller 
biographical sketch may be anticipated 
in a future issue.-W. J. S. 

BROTHER LIONEL TAYLOR 
he.s gone at the ripe age of 9S½ years. 
He is the last of the number tbai; helped 
i;o form the first Church e.t Blakenham 
on April 2Hh, 1876. He possessed a 
bright, oheerfnl disposition, and was 
known and loved by a large circle of 
friends. He told the writer on the 1st 
of June that sixty-seven years ago he 
we.s baptised at Stoke-green, Ip.wich, 
by a Mr. Sprigg, who was then pastor 
there. He afterwards joined the Church 
at Henley. When the Henley Cause 
broke up he joined the Churob at 
Bethesda, lpswic)i, e.nd there remained 
until, with others, he was transferred 
to help form the Ohnrch at Ble.kenham. 
He .loved the Ca.nee at Bla.kenham and 
delighted in God's service. Ha could 
not attend much the last few months of 
his life, but in his home or when at 
God's house he had loving words and 
smiles for all. He made friends with 
rich a.nd poor, and was respected by 
Christia.us and non-Christians. As hie 
life wa.s cheerful and happy, so his 
deathbed was triumphant. He wa.s in 
full possession of his faculties. Con
scious and happy to the last, he knew 
whom he had believed, and was de
lighted with the prospect of going to 
be with the Lord he had served for so 
many years. He passed away on July 
5th. He was interred in the Buryinir• 
ground at Blakenham on July 9th. It 
wa.s the desire of the deceased that Mr. 
E. Haddock should officiate e.t the 
funeral, and so this brother did, and 
also lovingly referred to the tJ.eoeased 
while preaching at Blakenbam on 
Lord's-day, July 17th.-M. A. MOORE. 



1'HE J udgment of the Lord Chancellor in the Scottish Church case is final 
and unchallengeable, and the wisest coan,e for all concerned wi:l be to 
bow to the Divine will and act for the.bast as light is vouchsafed. 

On the great casfl ia its moml aspect we have nothing to advance. Jtg 
relation to ourselves is our sole concern. • • 

STRICT BAPTISTS AND THE SCOTCH CASE. 

Many wonderingly inquire what we, as a religious body, have to do 
with this matter, and why recent events have been made the occasion of 
pouring contempt on our quiet and inoffensive section of the Church of 
God. 

The indubitable reason is the wish to stir public feeling against the 
successful party in the recent struggle by exposing the supposed odfous
ness of the Calvinism which they hold. To effect this, its practical 
working among our11elves has been· paraded. It is alleged to have led 
our sainted predecessors to oppose Mr. Spurgeon; to have impeded all 
evangelical efforts among ourselves; and even to have deprived us of any 
Gospel to " offer" (preach) to sinners. If, therefore, these are its results
among" men of high character and rich spiritual experience," what evil 
may it not ea.use when promulgated in Scotland ? • 

WE HAVE BEEN ATTACKED 

solely on the ground of assertions and inferences for which we are not 
responsible. Our creed has been stated-or, rather, mis-stated-for us. 
Consequences are attributed to it to which it has never led. Positive 
untruths have been advanced. 

It is, however, noticeable that no attempt has been made to show that 
our views are unscriptural. For a century, we and our predecessors have 
entreated our opponents to refute our distinguishing doctrines from the 
Bible itself. We have denied "duty-faith··; but have askeq in vain for texts 
which command unregenerate men to believe spiritually " to the saving 
of the soul." We have insisted that the preaching of the Gospel is the 
proclamation of God's method of mercy through the mediation of Christ
and not the indiscriminate 0

1
ffer of a Saviour to all men, to be accepted 

or rejected according to the caprice of their depraved will. _-\.gain, no 
Scripture has been advanced against our view. 

No astute controversialist neglects the tremendous advantage of having 
the Bible on his side. Even Papists quote it when they can. We may. 
then, be certain that our adversaries know that no Scriptures can be 
cited against us, and are, therefore, driven to invectives, inferences, and 
human authorities to convince others that our' positions are untenable. 
It is clear, therefore, that, much as our sentiments may b«; disliked, they 
cannot be refuted from the Word of God. 

UNRELIABLE .TESTIMONY. 

To prove that our views are hostile to practical and progressive 
religion, much that is absolutely false-as we saw last month-has been 
advanced. 

His true that James Wells, under the pseudonym of" Job,"' sought to 
correct a. rather unwise article by C. W. Banks himself, who had gone oo.t_ 
of his way to be-praise C. H. Spurgeon in the ErnTHE~ YEssEL .. for 
December, 18f>4. While his remarks were plain and pointed in indicating 
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the J?l'e&t preacher's errors, Je,mes Wells was ce.ndid and courteous, which 
is more than ce.n be said of Thomae Binney, J. H. Hinton, e,nd many 
others, at the Be.me period. In the affair of Joseph Wilkins, of Brighton, 
bis Lett.ere, published in 1857 (in his own nfl.me), are simply designed 
to convince Strict Baptif!ts that the sentiments of C. 11. S. differed from 
ours, that be held "duty-fa.ith," and could not, therefore, be consistently 
invited to prea.oh where the pure Gospel was loved. 

A quote.tion is given from the volume of Mr. Spurgeon·s Sermons for 
1872, in which be states that be ba.d hea.rd extreme Calvinists pray as if 
they regarded the condemnation of lost sinners with callous complacency. 
See the Briti.•h Wer-kly for September 8th, page 486. Now, as a fact, Mr. 
Spurgeon knew very little of such Christians ; and it may be doubted 
whether be ever attended a prayer-meeting in a Strict Baptist Chapel. 
Extravagant Ce.lvinists may, indeed, have wandered into bis own place 
and have been invited by him, in his courtesy, to engage; but these, we 
are certain, were not accredited members of any of our Churches. Such 
persons abound. They talk glibly a,nd pray volubly, and are always 
eager to display their gifts ; but no such blasphemous rubbish as Mr. 
Spurgeon describes is, or ever was, heard from recognised and effective 
Strict and Particular Baptists. 

Two facts of importance to us as a Christian body have been elicited, 
which we shall do well to remember. 

THE VALIDITY OF DENOMINATIONAL TRUST DEEDS. 

The11e are popularly supposed to be very ineffective. What " dead 
hands •· wrote is thought to have no binding force over the actions of the 
living. Doctrines are promulgated in places secured by Deeds which 
expressly deny them. There are Particular Baptist Churches the views 
of whose pastors diver1a:e widely from Calvinism. There a.re chapels 
erected by godly men whose sentiments were those of the great and 
gracious Arminian, Dan Taylor, in which the trend of the present 
preaching is wholly different from bis, 

That this is wrong we, as e. section of the Church, have long con
tended.. It has, however, been believed that the ancient Trusts are 
inoperative ; that the law can do nothing in such cases in def Pnco of the 
right, and that any appeal to '' the powers that be ·• would be ineffectual. 
The recent decision, however, leads to another conclusion. 

This may explain why certain prominent ministers of Free Churches 
e.re so loud in condemning what might prove awkward, if plea.ded as a. 
precedent age.inst themselves and their associates. It may, however, 
encourage any of ourselves who are called upon to make a stand for the 
original faith and order of the cause with which they are connected. 

The mere customs or practices of a dissenting community cannot-as 
has been decided - be legally pleaded ; but the provisions of a Trust Deed 
will be upheld by law, however opposed to popular religious sentiment.0 

THE UNPOPULARITY OF CALVINISM 

has once more become coDspicuous. The Christian world (so-called) dis
likes the doctrines of grace. All other tenets, however heterodox, a.re 
viewed with complacency, if not with respect. Charity reigns almost 
universally. Those who give due prominence to the sovereignty of God 
in the salvation of men are alone excluded from its beneficent regard. 

Any whose religious hope is based on the truths insisted on in this 

• The contention of the (Strict Communion) Plaintiffs in the Norwich Ce.se 
of 1860 was, that a Pe.rticule.r Baptist <Jhurch, is by its constitution, one whose 
crede.J be.sis is Calvinistic, e.nd in which the communion of the Lord's Supper is 
restricted to baptised believers. This we.a an error. The term" Particular" 
refers to the doctrinal sentiments of a Church only. The decision of the ]\faster 
of the Rolls was, therefore, perfectly equitable from the legal standpoint. 



ANJ> <;OHPgJ, HERALD. 

Me.ge.idne, e.nd who shun not to let their convictions be known, muRt. 
therefore, be prepared to "endure hardness e.s good Rol<lierR of ChriRt." 
Their oreed is despised by the majority of Christie.mi, e.nd the minority 
to which they belong iR BnHi.11 indeed. Foes within their re.nkH are per
verting the truth ; foes without wonld shut tfieir mouthR e.ltoaether. 

The ce.11, then, is loud to as to "quit us like men and be st~ong," 

DIVINE BENEDICTION. 
BY I. C. JOHNSON, EsQ., J.P., GRAVESEND.* 

"In blessing, I will bless thee."-Gen. xxii. 17. "Surely, blessing, I will 
bless thee."-Heb. vi. 14. 

"THE Lord bless thee," is the sweetest greeting which can fall from 
human lips. "I will bless thee," is perhaps- the fullest assurance 

of God's good will ever made to His beloved people. 
• The latter is our subject : let us study it by emphasising some of the 

words employed. 
I. It is an UNCONDITIONAL PROMISE. "I will bless thee." This 

is expressed in new covenant language, which wholly differs from 
that of the old covenant. No "ifs," "bats," or "peradventures" 
are.here. 

Blessings, whether under the covenants made with Adam in Eden, 
or with Israel on Mount Sinai, were dependent for their realisation on 
the will of the creature, man. The blessings enjoyed by the elect of 
God, depend on the sovereign and omnipotent will of the .ilmighty, the 
Three-in-One Jehovah, who is immutable in all Hi!! counsels. This 
for ever excludes the will of man from any part of salvation. 

If Adam's free-will when in a state of innocence was insufficient to 
enable him to continue in it, it is surely presumptuous folly in any 
of his fallen offspring, whose wills are depraved, to pretend that by the 
exercise of this will, they can now obtain the favour of God. It is, 
moreover, plainly declared, that "it is not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that ruuneth, but of God that sheweth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). 

The old covenant was "the ministration of death," the new 
covenant is " the ministration of life." " For if the ministration of 
condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteous
ness exceed in glory" (2 Cor. iii. 9). 

II. It is an INFALLIBLE promise. "I WILL BLESS thee." All 
former covenants proved failures in the matter of salvation. '' For by 
the works of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. ii. 16). The 

* The bold, clear manuscript from which the above was printed wa.s written 
by the preacher himself, whose years now a.mount to ninety-four. Our 
hep,rt is filled with wonder and praise at this remarkable exemplification of 
Pea.Im xcii. 14 : ,; They shall atill (continuously) bring forth fruit in old a.ge.'' 
An e.rtiole entitled " God is for me," from bis pen, a.ppee.rs in The Gospel 
Ambassador, for 1842. It was printed in the number for August, just sixty-two 
years since. May power attend the peruse.I of the a.hove to many hea.rts-a.nd 
blessing rest on the revered u.uthor.-EDIT0R, 
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Lord in His infinite wisdom and compassion has therefore declared :...o.1. 

' ' Behold the days come that I will make a new covenant with the 
House of Israel, and with the House of .Judah; not according to the 
eovenaut that I made with their fathers, when I took them by the band 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt. For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the House of Israel after those days, saith the Lord : J 
will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts; and 
I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people." 

I I I. It is a promise which EXCLUDES ALL EVIL AND SECURES ALL 
<,oov. "I will ble~~s thee." It cont11ins no cur.ie, but comprehends di 
ble~sing. It is unhampered by conditions. These, "God's rich Gospel 
scorns." It "breathes salvation free as air." When God in His 
boundless generosity determines to bestow favours, who shall stay His 
hand ? "-hen He comes to bless, who can intrude to work evil ? 
When He makes "all things work together for good," who. can 
disorganise His plans or bring His counsel to naught ? 

H'. It is a PER80NAL BEKEDICTION. "I will ble,s thee." Here i11 
a nice point. Many, with longing and anxious hearts, complain that 
though they foe! the preciousness of such words, they L.ave not personally 
realised the promised blessing in their own souls, and are very anxious 
on this account. And they are right. A Divine assurance never brings 
full comfort till it is laid with Divine unction and power on the heart. 

Yet, do not forget that our Lord, when addressing those that 
" hunger and thirst" for the bread and water of life, declared that such 
have been blessed already. 0, may it soon be said to all such, t,hat the 
declaration is applicable to them. May the Spirit whisper to each of 
their hearts, "Surely, blessing, I will bless ihee.'' 

It may, however, be objected that these words were spoken to 
Abraham. •• What right then. have I to appropriate them, and to take 
comfort t.herefrom to myself?" Often, dear hearer, have I asked 
similar questions. For instance: '' In that day I will pour upon the. 
House of David, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and supplication." 

I have argued with myself that I am not of the House of David, 
or an inhabitant of Jerusalem, so that the words do not apply to me. 
But, "what say the Scriptures? " The apostle, in . his Epistle to the 
Galatians (iii. 7-9), informs us "that they which are of faith, th~ 
same are the children of Abraham.'' "And the Scripture foreseeing 
thn.t God would justify the heathen (or Gentiles), through faith, 
preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, "In thee shall all 
nations be blessed." So then, they which be of faith, are blessed with 
faithful (believing) Abraham. In the last four verses of the chapter 
(Galatians iii.), the matter is clearly explained: "For ye are all the 
children of God, by faith in Christ J e8US." " For as many of you as 
have been baptised into Christ have put on Christ." "There is neither 
Jew nor Greek (Gentile), there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female, for ye a.re all one in Christ Jesus." "And if ye be 
Christ's then are ye Abraham's seen, and heirs according to the promise." 

To such therefore these "good words and comfortable," apply, "I 
-will-bless-thee." 

V. It is a promise expressed with DIVINE AND ABSOLUTE 
CERTITUDE. "Surely, blessing, I will bless thee." Everything con-
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nected with the Gospel is certe.in. The sweet Psalmist rejoiced m a 
covenant that was "ordered in all things and .mre." We read of 
"the sure mercies of David." "The p.omise iR made .mre lo all the 
seed." 

"Surely." This is not simply a declaration hat an affirmation on 
oath; since in Genesis God is recorded to have said unto Abraham, 
"By Mybelf have I sworn, for because thou hast done this thincr, and 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son : that in blessing, I will bless 
thee." What wonderful condescension, that the Creator should thus 
1;1wear, to confirm His promise to His creature man! 
• That this is also new covenant language, is clear from Hebrews vi. 

1,3, where we read that "when God made promise to Abraham. 
because He could swear by no greater, He swear by Himself, saying, 
' Surely blessing I will bless thee.' " An oath among men is a solemn 
thing. Perjury, or taking an oath falsely, incurs severe punishment. 

The Divine motive which induced Jehovah so graciously to swear 
by Himself is told us in subsequent verses. "God willing more 
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath; that by two immutable things in 
\Vhich it was impoBSible for God to lie, we might have a strong con
solation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
us:" 

·' VI. Our texts are precious, because THEY RECORD GoD's OWN 

WORDS. " Ble~sing, I will bless.'' God the Father "bath blessed us 
with all Bpiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." 

God the Son, as one of the Persons in the covenant, bath blessed us 
by taking upon Himself our nature, thus becoming Emmanuel, " God 
with us ; " and by laying down His life for us. 

God the Holy Ghost bath blessed us, by quickening us, and 
revealing to us the love of the Father, and the finished work of the 
Son. It is the joint blessing of the sacred Three-in-One Jehovah. 

Now, this great and glorious Being, even the Lord our God, bath 
sworn, " I will bless.'' Our safety 11,nd comfort therefore depend upon 
God's " wills " and "shalls," and in no measure upon the creature's 
capricious will. 

If God blesses us, it matters little who curses us, for "no weapon 
formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue. that shall rise in 
judgm\lnt against thee thou shalt condemn; this is the heritage of the 
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord '· 
(Isa. !iv. 17). 

May the Holy Spirit fix upon our hearts, minds, and memories, the 
Divine assurance-" I will bless thee," that we in response may cry 
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul.'' 

MITIGATED JUDGMENll'.-The late Dr. J. Archer Spurgeon was once 
discussing with me the character of a minister whose conduct bad been 
reprehensible. I enquired whether he deemed this person guilty of 
something with which he had been charged. •· I incline to think not," 
was bis reply. When someone falls, we are apt to over~tate his ~anlts. 
A man may be bad, without being wholly bad. There 1s truth lll the 
Spanish proverb, " When a dog is mangy, everybody takes for granted 
that he must have fleas."-JoHN HOPEFUL. 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIPS OF THE GREAT 
TEACHER. 

BY THOMAS JONES, WANDSWORTH, 

Author of" The Crnwning Hope." 

No. 4.-The Kin,qdom of God. 

IT is generally agreed that Jesus is the supreme Teacher. We 
therefore approach with increasing interest the subject before us. 

Most readers will recall that the three first Gospels ring throughout 
with the news of the kingdom. In Matthew's Gospel alone the term 
" kingdom of heaven" occurs thirty-two times, and the "kingdom· of 
God" fi.v~ times. Our Lord's preaching began with it-" From. that 
time, Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent ye; for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. . .. " And went about in all Galilee, teaching in 
their Synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom. This was 
at that time no new phrase, for it was historical, and had been handed 
down through succeeding generations. The Jewish theocracy had been 
a lcingdom of God ; and Jehovah was the one true King of ancient 
Israel. The temple was His palace, its sacrifices and ritual were the 
public acknowledgment of His present but invisible Majesty. But the 
Jewiah polity, considered as a system, was external rather than an 
internal kingdom of God. 

We take it that the phrase signifies a new era, an era which 
prophets had predicted, to which faithful Israelites had looked, and for 
which they prayed, and hoped. The kingdom of heaven must mean 
God's government of men by Christ, for which all former dispensations 
were preparatory. It is an expression which pious Jews employed to 
indicate the advent and reign of the Messiah. 

Disappointments arose through their misconception. Some of om· 
Lord's contemporaries empbasised the first part of the phrase, "The 
Kingdom ; He, the Becond, "of God." Consequently, as has already been 
intimated, they looked for a magnificent and material display. Jesus 
announced a new spiritual empire of God, established in the heart, 
manifested in the life. They looked outside ; Christ said-" It is 
within." They looked for external glory. He, for internal and 
spiritual beauty and parity. Such a kingdom was present, an already 
existing reality, none the less real because unseen and undiscovered by 
tile very men who professed to be looking for it. "The kingdom of 
God cometh not with observation "-not with outward show. 

It is with much diffidence that we attempt a definition of the 
kingdom of God, and to account for the manifold meanings our Lord 
gives to the expression. 

From the Di vine records, we note that sometimes Jesus speaks of 
the kingdom as consisting of persons, as in the well-known and most 
beautiful passage, " Suffer the little children to come unto Me. . . . for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

Again, He often speaks of it as a thing-the supreme good of 
human life, "Seek ye first the first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteoasne~." At other times He presents it as a sphere or realm 
which men may be outside of, or within; a,s in the words, "Ho\\' hardly 
Ebe.II they that have riches enter the kingdom of God." These general 
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statements, however, do not afford the fall meaning of the words as used 
by the Great Teacher. The term " Kingdom," as He employs it, 
clearly indicates that a good time was coming among men-a golden 
age-which He came in the flesh to inaugurate ; comes in the Spirit to 
advance ; and will come again in glory to perfect. It is a life, the 
sphere of which is higher than our natural sphere, and into which men 
must be born from above, and in which the Spirit works, impartinu the 
life which is eternal. In a word, it is a new society of men, rede~med 
from sin, in which He is t'l them, and they to Him, and to one another, 
all that they are capable of being. 

Thio kingdom advances or progresses silently; grows without 
noise, like the mustard seed in the ground, which swells, germinates and 
at last becomes a tree of sufficient size to lodge the birds of the air. 
It penetrates and transforms the man who obtains admission into it. 
Its entrance into him, is his entrance into it. It affects our life from 
centre to circumference. It is, verily, like the leaven hid in the meal. 

The kingdom of God is expans"ive, having both an extensive and 
intensive growth. Its dominion can be extended, and its authority 
admits of more perfect obedience. It is like the seed projected from 
the Sower's hand, which yielded " some an hundred, some sixty and 
some thirty-fold," in precious fruit. 

This kingdom of God is the circle in which the invincible operations 
of grace are manifest, the mightiest victories are won ; and the grandest 
triumphs achieved. Its subjects are rescued, liberated, aud saved. The 
very wilderness is turned into a fruitful field, and the desert into the 
garden of the Lord. The ruined temple is restored, renovated, beauti
fied, and made an habitation of God. The lost piece of silver is 
discovered, the wanderin~ sheep found, and the spendthrift prodigal is 
compassionately welcomed home with "music and dancing." 

Some few words are called for concerning the laws of this kingdom. 
These are for the most part set forth by its Founder, in the "Sermon 
on the Mount." After deliniating the distinctive character of those 
who would fully correspond to His mind and will, and sketching the 
nature and depth of the influence which these would exer. upon others, 
He proceeds to define the i:reneral relation of the new law and the vital 
principles of His legislation. Moral obedience He enforced, not merely 
by enjoining the performance of or abstinence from outward acts, but by 
tracing these to their deepest and most secret sprinc;,:s of thought and 
motive, and to the specific principles which underlie the prescriptions of 
the older law ; though some of its ancient exactments are modified or 
set aside by the stricter purity, the genuine simpliciLy of motive and 
character, and the entire unselfishness on which the new Lawgiver 
insisted. 

The required life of the new kingdom is there exhibited in detail. 
The duties of almsgiving, of prayer and fa.sting, for instancti, are 
successively en.forced; and it is insisted that in the performance of religions 
duties, God's will, and not any conventional standard of human 
opinion, must be kept steadily before the mind. 

A careful perusal of this Sermon on the Mount will clearly show, not 
only the purity of its laws, but also the privileges and blessings given 
to the subjects of the kingdom. In it are roses, not thorns ; pearls, not 
pebbles ; love, not hatred ; freedom, not bondage ; humility, not pride ; 
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forgiveness, not vengenance ; reconciliation instead of enmity ; and life 
in the place of death. It thus comprises salvation, resurrection, and 
g:lorifica tion ; the most valuable treasures, and the crown of righteous
ness which the Lord Himself will give "at that day." This kingdom 
the Great Teacher claims as His own, calling it My kingdom. In it 
He is recognised as "The blessed and only Potentate" ; the "Alpha 
and Omega" ; "the King of kings, and Lord of lordE ; " and the 
Governor whose "dominion is an everlasting dominion." 

Yet highly exalted as He is, He is still Emmanuel, " God with us." 
He is the "Dayspring" ; the " Faithful Witness" ; the "Chief 
Ccrner-stone"; the "Captain of Salvation"; the "Great High Priest"; 
the " Prince of Peace " ; the " Shepherd and Bishop of our souls " ; the 
"Apostle of our Profession"; the "Lion of the T1ibe ,of Judr.h"; the 
"Lamb of God "-; the '' Lord our Righteousness"; our "Advocate 
and Intercessor." How glorious a kingdom is this in which such 
a King reigns, in which such unbounded love and grace operate upon 
the highly favoured subjects; making them wbat they now are, and 
preparing them for what they shall hereafter be. The gracious designs. 
the ultimate ends, are blessed fellowship w.ith the Father, Son, and 
with one another. It is a kingdom worthy of its Great Founder. 

May we through Divine and sovereign mercy be worthy subjects of 
this kingdom-at once the kingdom of grace, of heaven, and of glory ! 

"His kingdom cannot fail, He rules o'er earth and hee.v'n; 
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given. 
Lift up the heart, lift up the voice, 
Rejoice aloud, ye saints, rejoice." 

DIVINE DEALINGS WITH A CHILD. 
(Continued from page 281.) 

" Leaves have their time to fall, 
And flowers to wither at the north wind's breath; 

And stars to set-but all, 
Thou hast all see.sons for.thine own, 0 Death I 

We know when moons shall wane; 
When summer birds from far, shall cross the sea; 

When autumn's hue shall tinge the golden grain, 
But who shall teach us when to look for thee?" 

THUS sang a sweet poetess; and observation confirms her testimony. 
The story of every family, the records on the stones of every 

cemetery, alike assure us that mankind are destined to paes the mysti_c 
portal that leads to another world at every period of human existence. 
The aged die, weary with life's long journey. The middle-aged are 
summoned, often when they can ill be ilpared. Infants, ere their 
intelligence has dawned, and their hearts have learned to love, leave us 
like opening buds, to blossom in a brighter world. We are telling of 
one who received the " home-call" at the age of the daughter of J airus, 
for our Lottie was twelve years old. 

It has often been remarked, when God has called the young to 
Himself, that in a way unnoticed at the time, He prepared their spirits 
for their early flight to Paradise. Their minds were prematurely 
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developed. The hearts were enlarged to receive His truth. Like exotic 
flowers which burst into full beauty and fragrance between sunrise and 
sunset, their characters were early matured. We thus speak of them as 
" heaven-born children," strange in their thoughts and ways concerning 
this world, and fitted to hold converse with angels before they were 
bidden tJ join the " heavenly host " above. 

So was it with the daughter of Dr. Doddridge-" his eldest, dearest 
child, his lovely Betsy," who died young, on Friday, October 1st, 1736, 
and whose funeral sermon he wrote on her coffin from the words" She 
said, ' It is well,' " and which, when that sad Sunday came, he preached 
"in the bitterness of his heart." We remember that this dear little 
thing accounted for everybody's loving her " because she loved every
body;" thus universally endearing herself in a way that might seem to 
have been precocious, had not her early deceaRe made God's purpose 
plain. 

Many have recalled, when children have thus been early removed, 
that their eyes had a " fe.r-"way look," as if they were wont to see what 
was invisible to us, and that they were at times hushed and silent, as if 
listening to other than human words. So another poet, in portraying 
the experience of one who passed away at the dawn of life, represents her 
as saying:-

" I hee.r a. voice you ca.nnot hear, 
Which says I must not stay; 

I see a ha.nd you cannot see, 
Which beckons me awe.y." 

We related how Lottie found great joy in writing, and gave, in our 
last paper, some extracts from her" Remembrance Book." These she 
seemed to have intended to extend and amplify into the perfect story of 
her life, which she began, but which her death brought to an abrupt 
close. Here is a lovely description of 

A WINTER'S EVENING 

in _the happy quietude of her father's home :-
" In a cosy, comfortable kitchen sat five people. Two of them, a 

lady and gentleman, were busy over a game of dr1mghts; and two, a 
boy and a lady, were playing at Halma. The gentleman was rather 
elderly, with white hair and beard, and beautiful brown eyes, which 
sparkled with fun as he watched the fix into which the young lady with 
whom he was playing was getting. She was evidently a visitor, for she 
had her bat on, while her mantle and fur were lying on a chair by her 
d&. , 

"Near her sat the bright and healthy boy, who was playing Halma 
with his mother. Her attention was, however, divided between the 
game and a little girl she was nursing, whom we will call Lottie. She 
was a nice, pleasant-looking lady, with beautiful eyes and curly hair, 
which her litLle daughter could never leave off admiring. She was rather 
more than eleven years of age, but still not too big to be nursed, for she 
was the youngest child and she loved her mother dearly, so that it was 
no wonder that both her arms were round her neck, and her cheek con
stantly put up for a kise. This night she did not feel well; her feet 
pained her, and every now and then she leaned her head on that kind 
shoulder. She could have sat there all night, for she loved to feel her 
mother's arms close round her, as she did this evening. 

w 
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"She watched the two games that were going on, and seemed 
absorbed in them, though nobody, eave One above, knew her real 
th_oughts. She was really picturing to herself what she would be 
without her mother, as she had once been, for her first mother had died. 
Thi11 did not now matter much to her, for she could not recollect her 
other mother very well; but she did remember what home was before 
her father married again, and the changes for good that then came over 
everything-changes such as only a wise mother's presence could bring
and little untidy ways that most of us are apt to fall into were altered 
into all that was ladylike and gentlemanly. 

" Presently Lottie squeezed her mother's hand a little tighter than 
usnal, and, giving her a kiss, said, with evident pleBSure, 'There, 
mother, I knew you would win.' 

" The games were now over; the visitor was putting on her things 
to depart, while Mr. Layton was triumphing over her and teasing her, 
for he was a skilful player, and had won the game. ' Good-bye,' she 
said, stooping to kiss the child; 'make haste and get better.' Lottie 
then turned to her mother, who sugge!lted that, as it was long past her 
bed-time, she should be undressed in the warm, while her brother very 
gently unlaced her boots for her. , 

" Her father stood studying her face, for every now and then 
the pain shot up from her feet, and she could not help showing it in her 
face; and Lottie knew that every sign of pain she made sent a fresh 
twinge through her father's heart. Her mother also felt anxious, and 
went for the doctor, for Lottie had long been in delicate health, and she 
did not know what might be the real CEmse of the little girl's pain. The 
doctor came and examined her and finally left her, and she slept heavily 
till the next morning." 

Thus calmly, though doubtless she had a child's prevision that all 
this indicated what was very solemn and serious, the poor little hand 
t'lat is now quiescent in death, told the story of that quiet evening 
at home. , 

We shall have a few more extracts to present, before bringing 
these records of '' God's Dealings with a Child" to a close. 

H. L. S. 

A GARDEN OF THE LORD. 
BY CHARLES HILL. 

•• I e.m come into My garden."-Sol. Song v. 1. 

UPON the borders of a large tract of uncultivated land in the county 
of Suffolk, shrouded from observation, and remote from the bu~y 

avocations of life, stands, in happy quietude and peaceful serenity, a 
little garden of the planting of the Lord's right hand. To this a hand
ful of wayfaring travellers, on pilgrimage to their heavenly Canaan, often 
resort to hold intercourse and communion with the God of their salva
tion. Here, according to His own gracious word, " I will be found of 
them that seek Me," His promise is frequently verified in their experi
•ence. They are thus favoured to feel His grace distil like dew upon 
their weary souls, refreshing, invigorating, encouraging, and stren_gtheµ
ing them amidst the troubles and perplexities which intercept their way. 
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The le.bourer employed by the Great Hm1bandman in thiA little 
garden, possesses no scholastic education (save that of the blessed Spirit), 
having been culled of God from the c11ltivation of the natural soil, to 
work in His vineyard, !!.nd to dig in the mines of eternal truth, that the 
work may be e7idently and manifestly to the glory of His grace who 
doeth all thing~, both in heaven and earth, " accordin~ to the good 
pleasure of Hi8 own will." 

I will now endeavour to describe, in my simple manner, a few of the 
flowers to be found in this garden. The first I notice, is one that 
occupies a prominent position, and one which the labourer delights to 
speak of to all his visitors. It is of inestimable value, matehless in 
beauty and perfection, and possessing virtues more precious than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold. It is called The Plant of Renown ; the 
Righteous Branch, the Lord Jesus Christ, in His personal lovelineB!!, 
perfect work, and various offices ; Christ, the " All-and-in-All " of poor 
sensibly-lost, wretched, ruined, and undone sinners. Salvation from the 
demands of inflexible justice, a broken law, a depraved nature, a deceit
ful and desperately wicked heart, a tempting devil, and an alluring 
world. Christ, the exalted, living, safe and only way by which the 
ransomed of the Lord can return from cruel slavery and hard bondage, 
and come to Zion with songs of deliverance and everlasting joy upon 
their heads, where sorrow and sighing shall for ever flee away. Christ, 
the Author and Finisher, by His active and passive obedience, of a robe 
of perfect righteoueness, in which the whole election of grace, the chosen 
tribes of the Lord, are covered and presented before the Father's throne, 
as the travail of His soul, without a spot, blemish, wrinkle, or any such 
thing ;-perfect and complete in the accepted, beloved Christ, the 
Prophet, Priest, and King of His people ; the great Shepherd of the 
sheep, the Husband of His Church, the Friend at all times, and under 
all circumstances, that "sticketh closer than a br_other; " the " chief est 
among t~n thousand," and the "altogether lovely." "Whom have we 
in heaven like Christ? and who upon earth can be compared unto Him ? " 

Another flower which shows itself here, one of an imperishable and 
glorious nature, but one which Satan and his emissaries endeavour, as 
much as possible, to screen from observation, is called Truth; pure, 
simple, unadulterated sterling truth, that disclaims all connection with 
tile fashionable divinity of the day (Arminianism) ; truth, that 
unhesitatingly declares it will have no confederacy with the unholy 
mntilators of God's Word ; truth, that glories in the absolute and eternal 
fixtures of covenant grace ; truth, that rejoices in the doctrines of elect
ing and discriminating favour; truth, that blushes not at confessing the 
utter and absolute incapacity of the creature, either in will or action, to 
do anything to rescue itself from its fallen state, or render it acceptable 
to, or deserving of any favour at the hand of God, but exclaims with 
one of old, "Of myself I can do nothing ; " truth, that triumphs in the 
full, free, finished and suitable work of our glorious and blessed Jesus. 

Another flower, is that beauteous one called Love; free, sovereign, 
eternal, unchanging, and undeviating love, that "covers a multitude of 
sins"; that drowns the iniquities of the whole Israel of God iu its fathom
less depths ; that washes even the remembrance of their transgressions 
away for ever, so that when they are sought for they can never be found; 
love, that constrains the saint, like Moses, to suffer reproach aud affiic-



TIIE EARTHEN VESSEL 

tion with tbe people of God, rather than to enjoy the pleasure~ of sin 
for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt ; love, that flows from the infinite bosom of a Triune 
,Jehovah, and carries to its favoured objects sweet tokens of good ; wit• 
~esses their secret adoption into the family ; reveals their standing and 
mterest in, and union to a precious Obrist; testifies of their entir11 
justification; shows the marriage contract of their Heavenly Bride
groom ; gives them a note of hand upon their Heavenly Banker, for all 
needed supplies ; and, in its ebb-tide, carries back the purchase of a 
Saviour's sufferings, and lands them safely, through every difficulty, at 
the footstool of the throne of glory ; plants a crown upon their headH ; 
puts a harp into their hands, and causes them to sing the sweet and 
never-ending song of praise unto God and to the Lamb, for His rich, 
unbounded, redeeming love. 

There is likewise, in this garden, another flower, of a calm, gentle, 
and unassuming appearance, called Humility. This flower is become 
very rare and scarce in these times, owing to the introduction of a flower 
which is thought to resemble it, called Servility ; and so specious and 
plausible is the appearance it manifests, that many of the saints of God 
are deceived thereby ; and by reason of it, we find a pandering with the 
world, a striving to reconcile and unite the greatest and most glaring 
inconsistencies, and to blend light with darkness, and truth with error. 
A compromising spirit prevails under the garb of" Christian Charity." 
Men are fearful of speaking the plain, umiophisticated, naked truth, as 
it is in Jesus, because it will and must offend ; and so tender are they 
upon this point, that the hononr of God is sometimes (however uninten
tionally) sacrificed, rather than their own characters should suffer in the 
world's estimation, and they themselves be accounted destitute of the 
spirit of universal love. This ought not to be. A time-serving genera
tion shines not to the manifest glory of God. 

True Humility is different to this ; it feels the creature•~ vileness, 
and mourns it before God. It looks t".l the pit from whence it was 
digged, and to the rock from whence it was hewn, and confesses its low 
origin. It carries the kindest and tenderest affection in its heart to every 
true child of God, and acknowledges him as a superior. It takes the 
lowest seat ; thinks itself the least of all saints, and knows itself the 
greatest of all sinners. It sympathises with the whole family, endeavours 
to assist them with their burdens ; while at the same time, it courts not 
the favour of the world, or the smiles of the great, neither will it pander 
to the vices of the rich. 

I forbear for the present any further description, and offer this 
little noseo-ay, in love, to the readers of this Magazine, praying tha.t God 
the Holy 

O 

Spirit may bree.the upon this garden and cause its precious 
scents to flow out, and render it refreshing to some of the household of 
faith. To His name be all the praise!• 

• Written e.t Leieton in Me.y, 1844, when the Author was in his twenty
third year. The garden intended was the Strict Baptist Church at Aldringham, 
Sufiolk, and the pastor, Mr. R. Alldise, by whom our late beloved friend was 
baptised. 
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THE TWO WAYS. 

BY A. E. REALFF, LEICESTER. 

" Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction." ... 
"Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life." -Matt. 
vii. 13, 14. 

THE holy Scriptures. uplifting the veil that lies between men and their 
future and final condition, r~veal the fact that one of two destinies 

awaits us all-which ure reached by two ways, here called by the Great 
Teacher Himself, " the way of life," and "the way that leadeth to 
destruction." To thtse the devout attention of the reader is invited. 

THE BROAD ROAD. 

Like many ordinary roads, this has two distinct and very different 
parts, yet the two are one, leading to the same place. There is a common 
road, for all kinds of vehicles ; and also a pathway, or pavement, which 
is usually more elevated, cleaner, and better kept, being designed for 
foot-passengers only. So in the " broad way" of Scripture there is 
what may be described as a common way, which is frequented by the 
vicious, the profane, and the vulgar-a way that is in some places rough, 
and ofLen unclean. In this way, multitudes run, or ride post-haste to 
bell. Fast-living men and women, noisy drunkards and swearers, people 
who are often seen in the world's" Vanity Fair," and all the foulest 
and vilest, drive on here in mad fury to the devil. You can hear them 
shout, and blaspheme, and sing their foolish, wicked-perhap3 filthy
songs as they tear along. Everybody knows that they are making all 
speed to perdition. 

But the" broad ro'id" has also on either side its elevated foot-way, 
clean, smooth, and pleasant fo: the pedestrian. This is frequented by 
those that are respectable, according to the world's estimation. Among 
these, honest tradesmen, artizans, musicians and orators are to be found. 
Not a few of them are of the better class of working men and their 
wives ; physicians, clergymen, and other teachers of religion and 
morality, pharisees all, like those of old in their long robes, and with 
tlleir broad phylactP-ries, also walk onward in this gre11t throng. This 
is the clean path to hell. It is frequented by naturally moral and virtuous 
persons, in considerable numbers, people living what are called" blame
le3s lives," who receive much honour from their fellow'~men. Listen. 
How these salute one another in terms of mutual respect and esteem. 
A few way be discovered reading sensible books, though mo8t of them 
delight in literature that is vainly comic, foolish, and dissipating to the 
mind. Here and there, one may even be seen reading the Bible, and 
some actually praying in public. Not one of them, however, is a humble 
disciple of Christ, or a real lover of His truth and precepts. Not one, 
even of the most sanctimonious among them, ever in his life, offered a 
real, heart-felt, broken-hearted prayer. Not one understands at all the 
spiritual meaning of Scriptut·e, though several are very proud of their 
knowledge of its literal interpretation, and of their gifts in talking 
abont its literary beauty and histo1ical interest. 

In striking contrast to this, the Redeemer directs our attention to 
the "strait gate" and the "narrow way." Why is this c,i.lled 
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THE STRAIT GATE ? 

Because. in the first place, it is small and unattractive to the natural 
mind. Those who "receive honour one of another," and prize not" the 
honour that cometh from God only," are not at all interested by the 
aspect this gate presents. Their taste is for something grander in 
appearance. Indeed the majority of persons look with scorn and con
tempt both upon it, and those who travel by it. The ~orld styles these 
wayfarers " bigots," "enthusiasts," or "narrow-minded," and "strait
laced people." Spiritual Christianity does not by any means suit them. 
Many worldly persons do not object to religion ; but rather regard it 
with fe.vqur ; and of one kind of religion they even cordially approve. 
They holJ with praying, but know nothing of the cries of an alarmed 
aud spiritually awakened sinner. They profess to believe in the Bible, 
though they . seldom read it, and never with hungering desires after 
pardon, peace, and holiness of life. They do not refmie to go to church 
or chapel; and some even join in membership, and sit down with God's 
people at the Lord's table; yet they are perfect strangers to the work 
of the Holy Spirit in their own hearts. They will perhaps give a certain 
part of their time and money to God's service, but this is without love 
either to the Lord or His people. If they have any affection for a true 
Christian, it is carnal and not spiritual. Outward charms, or natural 
attractiveness, rather than true, heart-and-soul religion, really obtain 
and holds their esteem (I Cor. ii. 14). They favour an easy~going 
religion, that seems likely to increase their earthly comfort and social 
respectability, or that may augment their self-importance, or increase 
their gains. 

Reader, these are solemn truths, which should come home to all that 
"profe~s and ce.11 themselves Christians," especie.lly in these days in 
whicb religion of a kind is so prevalent and popular. Yet godliness is 
what it al ways was, and the teachings of our text remain unchanged. 

"No wider is the gate, no broader is the we.y, 
No smoother is the ancient pe.th the.t leads to light e.nd de.y; 
No sweeter is the cup, nor Iese our lot of ill, 
'Twe.s tribulation ages since, 'tie tribule.tion still." 

(In a sec07l,d, paper, our subject will be concluded). 

FOOD FOR THE FAMISHED. 
BY 0. s. DOLBEY. 

"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
she.II be :fill.ed."-Matt. v. 6. 

WHAT a comfort is this : Though as yet these he.ve not attained 
to the righteousness of God as provided in the Gospel, they are 

still blessed-yas, "blessed with all spiritual blessing in heavenly 
things in Christ, according as God has chosen them in Him," and 
blessed them with life in their souls, and a desire for that which 
God has designed they shall ultimately possess. Wait they may, and 
indeed must, until the time to favour them comes; but the exercise of 
faith. and hope jn the meantime proves no small blessing, and works 
together for their good; and the assurunce that " they shall be filled " is 
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Rn inspiraUon to them still Lo !!eek, knowing that" Faithfnl is He tL~t 
hits promised, who also will do it." 

But O the blessedness of the realisation I What joy fills the soul 
when, by the word of God's grace and the witness of the Spirit, they feel 
that not only is the blood of the Lamb theirs in all its efficacy, bot the 
obedience of Jehovah is their juatifyin~ righteousness in the sight of 
God. Then it is that with heartfelt gratitude they can sing with feeling, 
John We1dey's rendering of Zinzendorf's noble words:-

" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty a.re. my glorious dress; 
'Midst fle.ming world in these e.rra.yed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head." 

-From The Surrey Tabernacle Witness. 

EXTRACTS. 

"HE WILL NOT ALWA.YS OHIDE" (Ps11.. ciii. 9). He may, indeed, 
at intervals, as long as we live, for it is our mercy that He chastens 
whom He loves, that we " may not be condemned with the world" 
(1 Cor. xi. 32). But it will not be only chiding, only physic, only 
discipline-for then the spirit wonld fail and the souls He has made. 
His pity is such that no fire is heated without the Rtfiner's sitting by. 
He is touched with thP. feeling of our infirmities. Of old, when the 
lamps of the golden candlestick were trimmed for the night, and 
when the wick also was raised, incense was always to be offered at the 
same time. He kooweth our infirmities,.our liability to misjudge and 
misinterpret His work of trimming. The incense (!!weeter than oar 
breath can be off.:nsive) was therefore always used at such seasons. 
-LETTERS OF FREDERICK TYRON. 
-THE NEEDED MINISTRY.-" Yoo seem troubled," said a friend 
to William Gadsby, of Manchester, as they were on their way to the 
chapel in which the latter was to preach. "I am," was his answer, 
" my mind is not at rest as· to the text the Lord intends me to take." 
"Personally," replied his friend, "I don't care what text you take, if 
you are only helped to show me from the Bible and with Holy Gho~t 
power that I am a living child of the living God." Reader, ~.re yon a 
Gospel minister ? Then pray earnestly that you may be made useful 
to others in a similar condition. They will bless God for you through 
all eternity if you are favoured to effect so gracions an object. 

THE hexapla or sixfold cluster of Divine benefits, enumerated in the 
one hundred and third Psalm, referred to in this month's " EARTHEN' 
VESSEL" (page 271), recalls a remark of Mr. R. F. Jeffrey's during 
his pastorate at Folkestone. " Six blessings-one then, for every day 
in the week. And none for the Lord's day?" Nay, rather, all for the 
Lord's-day, to inspire and emphasise our sanctuary service of song and 
to help us to shout with exceeding joy-" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul.'" 
-J. L., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 

" MANY know that others are wrong, but to keep up a party spirit 
will not own the wrong. Many places are in consequence full of con
fusion, and the blame is laid on those who expose the wrong and not on 
the guilty ones."-LEll'TERS OF FREDERICK TYRON. 
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" IT is a _qr~at matter to be made willing to be nothing, that the 
Lord may be all : to be well or ill, to be in light or darkness, 
prosperity or adversity, as He sees fit; to be favoured with grace to 
pray, 'Thy will be done in earth as it is done in heaven.' "-LETTEHS 
OF FREDERICK TRYON. 

"I HEARD Mr. Hazlerigg on Tuesday, at Bedford. He warned ut! 
against plunging into politics. "If we reach heaven, it will be a small 
m11.tter who was Prime Minister when we died; and for those who 
perish, it will be a poor relief to know who was Prime Minister the day 
they went to hell."-LETTERS OF FREDERICK TYRON. 

A PERIPERTETIC P J..RSON.-" I hear that Pastor A. B. C., wants to 
leave his Church," said a friend. "I never knew the time in which 
this was not the case," was the reply, "when he happened to have a 
Church to leave. He has had eight ; and in all cases, the people were 
uncommonly glad to get rid of him." 

AT HOME IN HEAVEN. 
(1 These. iv. 17.) 

[ An exact transcript of these long-loved verses, as they appear in "Original 
Hymns for Christian Worship," by James Montgomery, 1853. •J . 

I. 
1. " FoB ever with the Lord I " 

Amen; so let it be ; 
Life from the dead is in that word, 

'Tis immortality. 

2. Here in the body pent, 
Absent from Him I roe.m, 

Yet nightly pitch my moving tent, 
A day's march nearer home, 

3. My Father's house on high, 
Home of my soul, how noe.r, 

At times, to faith's foreseeing eye 
Thy golden gates appear. 

4. Ah ! then my spirit faints 
To reach the land I love, 

The bright inheritance of saints, 
J eruee.lem above. 

5. Yet clouds will intervene 
And all my prospect files; 

Like Noah's dove, I flit between 
Rough seas and stormy skies. 

6. Anon, the clouds depart, 

7. 

8. 

9. 

1. 

The winds and waters cease., 
While sweetly o'er my gladdened 

heart 
Expands the bow of peace. 

Beneath its glowing arch, 
Along the hallowed ground, 

I see cherubic armies march, 
A camp of fire a.round. 

I hee.r at morn and even, 
At noon and midnight hour, 

The chore.I harmonies of heaven, 
Earth's Babel-tongues o'erpower. 

Then, then I feel the.t He, 
Remember'd or forgot, 

The LoBD, is never fe.r from me, 
Though I perceive it not. 

II. 
In darkness, as in light 

Hidden a.like from view, 

• Ja.mes Montgomery (1771-1854) was the son of e. Moravian m!nieter. 
Wishing to follow hie father's profession, he endeavoured to. prepare for it; _but 
hie licence we.a refused ; and he subsequently became u. pr1~ter e.nd the editor 
of a democratic jolll'ne.l, the Sheffield Iris, which was ~xte':1s1vely popular. He 
was twice imprisoned for, e.e we.a untruthfully alleged, libelling the Government, 
He was a sincere Christian, e. judicious critic, e.nd a true poet, tho~gh he ma.~e 
versifying the relaxation of his leisure, rather than the. great business of. hie 
life. His "World before the Flood " with hie other poetical works, are me.inly 
forgotten, his " Common Lot " bei~g the only production of his mnse popularl_y 
remembered. His hymns, principally the.t on "Prayer," the e.boye, e.nd hie 
magnificent paraphrase of Pee.Im lxxii.-" He.ii to the Lord's Anointed," will 
live while time lasts. 
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8. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

I eleep, I we.ke, e.e in His eight, 
Who looks e.11 nature through. 

All the.t I e.m, he.ve been, 
All the.t I yet me.y be, 

He eeee e.t once, e.e He he.th eeen, 
And ehe.11 for ever eee. 

How oe.n I meet Hie eyee? 
Mine on the Croee I oe.et, 

And own myself e. Se.viour'e prize, 
Meroy from first to le.et. 

"For ever with the Lord," 
Father, if 'tie Thy will, 

The promise of the.t faithful word 
Even here to me fulfil. 

Be Thou e.t my right hand, 
Then oe.n I never fail ; 

Uphold Thou me, and I shall ete.nd, 
Fight e.nd I must prevail. 

So when my le.test breath 
Shall rend the veil in twain, 

By death I shall escape from death, 
And life eternal ge.in. 

Knowing e.s I e.m known, 
How shall I love the.t word, 

And oft repeat before the Throne, 
11 For ever with the Lord I " 

9. Then though the soul enjoy 
Communion high a.nd sweet, 

While worme this body muet 
destroy, 

Both ehe.11 in glory meet. 
10. The trump of fina.l doom 

Will epee.k the self-ea.me word, 
And hee.v'n's voice thunder 

through the tomb, 
" For ever with the Lord ! " 

11. The tomb she.II echo deep 
The.t dee.th-a.wa.kening sound; 

The se.inte eha.11 hee.r it in their 
sleep, 

And a.nswer from the ground. 
12. Then, upwa.rd a.s they fly, 

The.t resurrection word 
She.II be their ehoui of victory, 

"For ever with the Lord!" 

13. The.t resurrection word 
That shout of victory, 

Once more.-'' For ever with the 
Lordi" 

Amen ; so let it be 1 

REVIEWS. 

The Terr01· of the Lord an Inducement 
to Persuade Men. Real Discipleship 
and Motives Thereto. The Resur
recti<m of the Dry Bones. Three ser
mons by Pe.etor J. W. Wren. Ee.oh, one 
penny; by post, three he.If-pence. D. 
H. He.le, 77, Waldeck-a.venue, Bed
ford. 

(OONCLUDING NOTIOE,) 

A DI!iTINCTION should be dra.wn between 
preached e.nd published sermons. The 
former ole.im respectful attention. 
Faults in diction e.nd delivery e.nd even 
theological ete.tements, whioh might 
he.ve been more e.ooure.tely expressed, 
ce.11 for great leniency of judgment. 
With e. published discourse it is 
different. Though oe.lled a sermon, it 
ie really e. brief religious treatise, in e. 
homiletioe.l form ; e.nd e.ll me.y express 
their thoughts upon it. With this oon
viotion, we he.ve dee.It with the e.bove. 
The pree.oher we he.ve not met in public 
or prive.te. We a.re strangers to his 
sphere of le.hour ; nor a.re we a.we.re 
who e.re his friends, or II from whom 
his crosses he.ve oome." We never 
before eumined his publioe.tions; e.nd 
e.11 we know of him is derived from 

those before us. We ha.ve indeed 
understood that he occasionally minis
tars in sa.netue.ries in which the truth 
he.d hitherto been me.inta.ined, e.nd the.. 
he once e.ppee.led to Baptists of our 
faith a.nd order for contributions to
wards the cost of a chapel for his own 
congregation. 

These discourses ha.v~ evidently been 
published with two objects-to deftmd 
certe.in sentiments, a.nd to defame those 
who oppose them. Who these are-not 
being among the initiated-we he.ve no 
idea.. 

It ma.y be pleaded tbe.t our preacher 
should be commended for his manly 
independence, o.nd for dee.ling with the 
Bible as he finds it. Many dare not do 
this-but he, " when e. text is opened to 
his mind or laid upon his heart," 
declares its teachings, '· whether men 
hear or forbear," in noble defiance of 
the preconceived notions of cramped 
snd creed-bound professors. 

This is ple.usible; but it must not 
preclude our bringing his a.ssertions to 
the test of " the lo.w e.nd the testi
mony." Sermons should expound their 
texts; and advance o.nd elucido.te the 
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truths therein expressed or implied. 
Let us enquire whether those before us 
e.nswer to those requirements. 

"THE TERROR OF THE LORD AN IN
DUCEMENT TO PERSUADE MEN" is the 
title of e. Discourse on 2 Cor. v. 11, a 
text which admits of two tre.nsle.tions 
e.nd consequently of two interpre
tations. 

" Knowing. therefore, the terror of 
the Lord, we persuade men " (RECEIVED 
YERSIO:K). This would mee.n the.t Paul 
e.nd his colleagues, having learned 
from the Scriptures that the penal 
consequences of human sin will be very 
terrible, persuade:3 or urged people to 
escape from these by e.ccepting Christ 
e.nd becoming religious. 

'· Knowing, therefore, (or being, then, 
conscious of) the fee.r of the Lord, we 
persuade men.. (REVISED VERSION). 
This would convey the idea that being 
gratefully conscious the.t they possessed 
the grace of fear. and were as God
honouring men, accepted and approved 
of Him, they persuaded, or endeavoured 
to convince men in general (e.s distin
guished from the Christians addressed) 
of the validity of their commission e.nd 
the integrity of their motives. 

The first is an incorrect translation, 
does not accord with the context, and 
is contrary to the analogy of fe.ith and 
God's covenant order of things. The 
second is a faithful rendering ; is sup
ported by .modern scholars ; harmonises 
the verse with its surroundings, and is 
consistent with Paul's known character 
and conduct. 

The view of the majority of con
sistent Ce.lvinists is known. We, 
however, cheerfully c'alde to our 
preacher, as the minister of a Free 
Church, absolute liberty to form and 
express his own opinion on this or any 
other part of the Bible, much as his 
views might difler from our own. He is 
pleased to adopt the first, e.nd, as we 
believe. the erroneous interpretation of 
his text ; but, gree.tly to our surprise, 
he withholds "his reasons for so doing. 
He reads his Greek Testament, and at 
times advances original renderings. 
Here, where his scholarship should he.ve 
been to the front. he fe.ils to utilise it. 
Like many others, therefore, he departs 
from, or e.dheres to our ordinary Bible, 
as it suits his purpose. He re-translates 
Ezek. xxxvii. 7 and Matt. xxviii. 20. 
This text he leavfls intact, though em
ploying it in a sense which, be must be 
awe.re, bas been disputed. 

We do not assert that no truthful and 
experimental ministers ebare his view. 
Dr. Gill, misled by the Arabic Version, 

wbieh has no e.uthority, inclined to It; 
and many other worthy men me.y, for 
aught we know, entertain it. 

We can, e.lso, well underste.nd the.tin 
the hands of a minister of the Spirit, 
the t-ext, e.s thus understood, might be 
me.de effective and profitable, were he to 
describe how he himself we.a brought to 
know " the terror of the Lord." which 
e.s he believes, is here referred to. The 
elect of God will never be consigned to 
Hell ; but Hell has come, with more or 
less terror of apprehension, to all who 
are bound for Hee.van. The le.w in its 
condemning power has oe.rried the con
demnation of dee.th into their souls; 
and conscience, e.we.kened by gre.oe, he.a 
tremblingly admitted the equity of the 
Divme sentence. "The terror of the 
Lord" might thus be well se.id to be 
"known." Spirit - taught preachers 
have often taken their hearers .into 
their con:fl.dence e.s to how they were 
led to plee.d '· guilty " before e. holy and 
heart-searching God ; and how by the 
applice.tion of the blood of the Lamb 
they first felt their " guilt recede e.nct 
their terror die." 

This should he.ve been our preacher's 
course when dee.ling with the text, e.s 
he rege.rds it. No word of experimental 
testimony is, however, e.dve.nced, and 
he thus misses e. great opportunity of 
urging the claims of religion, on the 
ground of the Justice of God and of the 
power ofgre.ce to banish terror from the 
soul of a contrite sinner. His testi
mony is purely the.t of e. minister of the 
letter ; which, while it me.y e.ffright 
nature. is valueless to one who is crying 
" What must I do to be se.ved? '-' It 
,; hurries the goats and worries the 
sheep," would be no unfair comment on 
this dry e.nd se.vourless discourse. 

Tmo GOSPEL OF PERSUASION, 

Arminie.n preachers, consistently with 
their theology, urge .unregenere.te and 
unconverted men to accept Christ e.nd 
thus to become religious. The ministry 
of the saintly J. G. Pike, of Wisbech, 
was largely of this order, e.s his once 
popular book, "Persuasions to Early 
Piety," exemplifies. In his ree.lly 
eloquent fifteenth chapter, he presents 
in the most fe.ithful, earnest, and 
tender terms " the terrors and the 
fee.rful consequences of death and judg
ment, as e. reason to the unconverted 
for early piety." We do not dispe.rage 
the ministry of such devoted men, who 
stand or fe.11 to their Master, e.s we to 
ours. They are not intruders on: our 
premises, and we wish them well on 
their own. 
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Their method of evangelising is, 
however, not Paul's, whoRe e.im w11s " by 
me.nlfeste.tion of the truth to commend 
himself to every man's oonsclenoe in 
the sight of God" (2 Cor. iv. 2) by 
deole.ring " the whole counsel of God" 
(Aots xx. 27, R.V.). We likewise, e.s 
Christian tee.ohers, he.ve sided with the 
Apostle. We do not persuade nature.I 
men to beoome pious. One indeed, 
does persue.de in the me.tter of se.lve.tion 
-e.s, our pree.oher correctly tells us 
( ue.g~ 131). He the.t effects •thi6 is Lord 
of the sinner's will, e.nd His persuasion 
supersedes e.11 other. Why then, he.a 
this pre.ctioe of cree.ture-persue.ding 
been introduced? The reason is 
obvious. Eve.ngelioe.l results were felt 
to be te.rdy e.nd few ; denomine.tione.l 
progress was unse.tisfe.ctory ; our con
congrege.tions were diminishing. This 
was traced to hyperism, e.nd it we.a 
thought the.t if this could be modified, 
e.nd lethargic nature a.roused, better 
de.ys would de.vrn. If, while we rete.ined 
Calvin's plough, we-borrowed e. heifer or 
two from the tee.m of his rive.I 
Arminius; if the notes of the silver 
trumpet of Free-gre.ce were blended 
with the fe.nfe.re of the bre.zen trumpets 
of free-will, prosp~rity would come, con■ 
versions e.nd baptisms would be 
multiplied, our ministers would be 
popular, co.ah would flow in, e.nd e.11 be 
well. To effect this, suoh &ermons e.s 
these before us, e.re e.t times forced on 
our oongrege.tions; but their dangerous 
tendenoy demands earnest refutation. 

This preacher is e.n avowed Calvinist. 
" Our change of hee.rt (his own) towe.rd 
God" we.a " wholly due to sovereign 
gre.oe" (page 137). He must, therefore, 
hold the.t "the word of the Lord is for 
ever settled in the heaven•· (Pse.. oxix. 
89), e.nd the.t "whom He foreknew and 
predestine.ted," these e.lso He progres
sively oe.lls, j nstifies e.nd glorifies 
(Rom. viii. 2!i, 30). 

Notwithstanding this, "in strong e.nd 
pie.in words of we.ruing e.nd exhorta
tion," he, in another pie.ea. bids those 
"who e.re living in sin, e.nd over whose 

heads he.ngs the terror of the Lord, turn 
from their sins, and seek to obtain an in
terest in God's salvation'' (page 121). 
Here, couched in the nine ite.lioised 
words, is Arminie.nism in its most God 
dishonouring form. An interest in God's 
se.lve.tion is e. covene.nt favour which 
we.s bestowed before Time, in e.ooorde.noe 
with "the good plea.sure of His will " 
(Eph. i. 5, 6), It is obtained without 
their seeking, by the election of grace, 
e.nd is soverei1mly withheld from the 
rest (Rom. x. 20, e.nd xi. 7). By " per-

sue.ding" his ungodly hee.rers to " seek 
to obtain it," however, the preacher 
more the.n implies, not only the.t these 
great issues a.re not eterne.lly settled, 
but the.t sinners, if a.roused to a due 
sense of their ne.ture.l ability, me.y 
e.rre.nge matters to their own persona.I 
e.dve.nte.ge e.nd se.lve.tion. 

CONSCIOUS SINNERS OVERLOOKED. 
It will b~ observed that conscious e.nd 

contrite sinners-to whom Ha.rt so 
often e.nd so feelingly refers (see hymns 
18, 38, 91. and 100, or Ge.dsby's Selection 
306, 89, 806, e.nd 723)-e.re not here 
e.ddressed; nor, the.t we e.re a.we.re, does 
the preacher drop one specie.I word to 
such in e.11 these three discourses. 

Such, however, "despa.iringoffe.vour, 
de.rk, helpless, a.nd forlorn," should 
indispute.bly be specie.Uy and ecriptually 
addressed on this subject. It is e.n 
essentie.l br11nch of evangelical testi
mony. Thes~ therefore, should be 
encoure.ged to seek for signs and tokens 
for good, to "assure their conscience of 
her pa.rt in the Redeemer's blood." A 
truthful pree.cher who he.s a firm, if a. 
feeble hope. the.t God has " thoughts of 
peace e.nd not of evil towards "him, and 
who can recall how his own " pe.rdon 
we.s see.led " and his own " peace we.s 
e,ssured " could never bid a wicked man 
seek to obtain an interest in God's 
salve.tion. His experience of God's 
dee.lings in his own soul would prevent 
his doing so. But he would freely tell 
a poor trembling sinner to seek to ascer
tain wl:!,ether he possessed this-whether 
his ne.me was of old inscribed in God's 
reoord of those who should " obtain 
meroy." 

Often he.ve we ourselves sung with 
solemn e.nd deep feeling:-
" In Tbv [11.ir book o[ \i[e and grace, 0 may 

I B.nd my n9.me, 
Recorded in •ome hnml>Ie place beneath 

my Lord the Lamb." 
Such exhortations e.s our preacher 

here dee.ls out to e.be.ndoned and reck
less men, e.re, however, e.ltogether 
contrary to the Gospel of the free gre.ce 
of God ; nor have they anything to do 
with the words on whioh his remarks 
e.re .;upposed to be based. 

"REAL DISCIPLESHIP AJSD MOTIVES 
THEREUNTO," is e. discourse upon Me.rk 
viii. 34-37 :-

" Whosoever will (or wills to) come 
e.fter Me, let him deny himself, and 
te.ke up his oross, and follow l\Ie. For 
whosoever will {or wills to) save his life 
shall lose it ; e.nd whosoever she.11 lose 
his life for My se.ke e.nd the Gospel's, 
the so.me she.11 se.ve it. For whe.t she.11 
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it profit a man. if be shall ge.in the 
whole world, and lose bis own soul (for
feit bis own l~fe) or what she.II a man 
give in exchange for bis soul ( or as an 
equivalent for his l~fe '') ? 

Here again, it is extraordinary that 
our preacher does not turn his know
ledge of Greek to account, for the in
struction of his people. The text surely 
calls for such elucidation. It has been 
supposed to teach the worth of the soul 
(or man's immaterial e.nd immortal 
pa.rt), and the conditions upon which 
its se.lva.tion is bestowed by God. On 
its authority it has therefore, been 
Rt&ted, that the value of a soul exceeds 
that of the world, e.nd that to secure it 
from helpless e.nd hopeless ruin, self 
must be denied : one's cross taken; and 
Christ followed as the great Exe_mplar. 

This. many devout students have 
seen to be not only contrary to God's 
order of things in accomplishing His 
people's sa.lve.tion; but cruelly 
embarrassing to distressed sinners who 
a.re "asking their we.y to Zion with 
their faces thitherwe.rd." It is ble.nk 
legality. No man ever se.ves, or con
tributes to the se.lve.tion of his own soul. 
It is sheer absurdity. No man ever 
dree.med of seeking to obtain the world 
by offering his soul in exchange for it. 
It perverts the Gospel. No cross should 
be interposed betweeTI anxious sinners 
and the living Saviour; and such 
characters should be encouraged, not 
to imitate Him, but to come to Him in 
fa.ith, and await His pleasure. 

How different the words appear when 
read in their connection under the 
tuition of the Sl'irit. The Lord did not 
utter them as an abstract statement of 
the soul's worth. Their design is not to 
instruct sinners how to escape from the 
wrath to come. What we mean by the 
term "soul." as generally understood, 
was probably not, a.t this time, in 
Christ's mind at &II. The word "life" 
(psyche) (four times repeated) here 
means human existence in its fulnes·s· 
of purpose and power-life, as the Son 
of God only could regard it, that solemn 
heritage of cape.city and influence 
which &ll possess, and which may be 
utilised or forfeited while we a.re 
sojourners here. 

Christ Himself was the m&n to whom 
He referred. Peter had urged him to 
a.void an ignominious and painful 
death. To suffer and die for Hia elect 
Church we.s, however, the crowning 
purpose of His incarnation and advent 
-in a word, His " life " (psyche) which 
so far from abandoning for what the 
world could offer, He gave "for the 

ransom of many" (Matt. xx. 28). Had 
not this been surrendered, e.11 had been 
lost; but freely yielded, it was grandly 
regained in His present glory, and the 
ss.lve.tion of His people. 

Thus He fully submitted to & law 
which is also binding on His followers. 
The world offers everyone something for 
his influence and interest-but what 
will its pleasures, ps.trons.ge, s.nd 
honours &vs.il, if for these, s. me.n ps.rts 
with what a.lone can enable him to be 
his best and truest self, and to live to 
God's glory? This is true of men of 
every rank and station, but espeoia.lly 
of Ohristis.ns. Our pree.ohe~•s text, 
therefore, refers-not to se.lvs.tion from 
"the wrath to come," but to the fow 
of discipleship &nd service, whioh was 
in force literally, while the ~ aster we;s 
on earth, and will be so spiritually to 
the end of time. 

All true disciples of Christ a.re 
heaven-born, and forgiven sinners; 
but e.11 such a.re not His docile and 
earnest disciples. A dispourse from this 
text might, therefore, be of gree.t use, if 
it were made clear that discipleship is 
required from those only whose souls 
&re saved. This our prea.oher a.t times 
seems to do. " Take up your cross, my 
Christian hearer" (ps.ge 135), but to
wards the close, he addressee uncon
verted persons on " the loss of the soul " 
in quite another strs.in, and strive1do 
frighten these into doing what (as he 
imagines) his text enjoins, e.nd tells & 
very gruesome but unauthenticated 
story, to work them up into d~nying 
themselves, and giving up the world in 
order that they ms.y thus be saved. 
Thus our preacher age.in misuses his 
text to support the views to whioh we 
object. 

"THE BESUBBECTION OF THE DBY 
BONES," is a. discourse upon Ezekiel 
xxxvii. 1-14, which records a vision 
symbolically predicting Israel's restora
tion after the captivity, already pro
mised in plain terms in the preceding 
chapter (xxxvi. 24). The Nation, 
dispersed, degraded, and deprived of its 
anPient prestige, is presente<l under 
the figure of e. number of hums.n bones 
lying in 11, valley; &nd the people, under 
the ide& of a resurrection, a.re promised 
the.t they shall return to the land of 
their fathers, and enjoy a. renewal of 
Divine favour. 

So suggestive is the la.ngus.ge 
employed, the.t it he.s been genera.Uy 
felt that something further the.n the 
ne.tione.l restora.tion of the Jew~ a. few 
yea.re later, must be intended. Borne. 
a.ccordingly, with C. H. Spurgeon, view 
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it o;e a foreoe.et of a future ingathering 
of the whole Jewish nation (Sermons 
No. 682). ' 

Others he.ve viewed it e.s descriptive 
,,f the Resui·rection at the le.at de.y. 

William Gadsby, in e. sermon on 
"Rls~n with Christ" (Col. iii. 1), 
bee.ut1fully e.dve.nces it to illustrate e. 
revive.I of experimental religion in the 
hee.rte of those who by the withdrawal 
of the influences of the Spirit, he.ve be
come dee.d e.nd de.rk in their sorrowful 
experience. 

It is frequently employed by free
will , pree.chere, e.s it ce.n easily be 
e.ocommode.ted to their notions of 
oree.ture ability, e.nd the inherent 
power of the Gospel, in the letter, to 
effect the se.lvation of men. Thus : --

enunciated in chapels erected e.t the 
expense of Christians who protested 
e.gHinst Arminia.nism, and loathed the 
bewildering contradictions of Fullerism. 

As for the preacher, we can but hope 
that in the future, be v.ill ha.ve gr .. cc 
to exemplify 
'
1 The.~ men may rise on stepping-stonee, 

Of their dead selves to higher things." 

A Small Memento of l!'rederick Tryon, 
of" Ce.ve Adullam Chapel," Dei:,ping 
St. Ja.mes, Lincolnshire. London : 
E. Wilmsburst, Blackheath, and 
We.rwick-la.ne, E.C., 1904. (Price 
not furnished). 

A MINISTER so gracious, and so owned 
of the Lord, e.s the subject of this hand
some memorial volume, was entitled to 
a becoming record of his life e.nd 

'" A:ri~e~idei:~f:: Arminius cries, 'arise ye labours, e.nd we have read this 
Unstop yonr ea.re, unclose your eyes, e.nd Memento, not only with pleasure, but 

a new life hegin;' with e. sense of unction and soul-profit 
Upon the idol man, he'll ce.ll, and for which we a.re ree.lly gre.teful to God.' 

pompouslv declare, 
Though slightly dame.gad by the fall, how Biography is often unsatisfactory read-

great his powers are ! " Ing. The creature is praisad. Faults 
It has e.lso been rege.rded by some and blunders are unnoticed ; co=on

eve.ngelice.l ministers of limited pie.ea talents and excellencies are un
sJ?,iritual intelligence; e.s setting forth duly extolled; the Saviour is little seen; 
in e. figurative we.y, the operation of the the Spirit's essentie.l work bas feeble 
Spirit, through the Gospel, upon the recognition-while "a fancy portrait" 
hearts of elect e.nd redeemed sinners. rather than a faithful portraye.l e.nd 
Ja.mes Wells, however, long since, e.na.lysis of e. character, is really whe.t 
showed the.t this idea is untenable. we too often find in modern" apprecia
Those whom these "bones " repre- tions" e.nd Memoirs. This is an 
sented could "hear" God's Word honest and e. living book. It mainly 
(verse 4) ; could feel their condition; consists of extracts from the die.ry of 
e.nd express their sorrow in words the departed ; a number of his lette1s 
(verse 11). No pare.llel, therefore, can to Christian rele.tives e.nd friends; e.nd 
be dre.wn between these e.nd men the.t three sermons, including notes of the 
are "dee.d in trespe.sses and sins." le.st hs delivered. These, which occupy 
The.t "the dee.d kn:iw not anything" 343 pages, e.re preceded by e.n excellent 
(Eooles, ix. 5), is both a ne.ture.l e.nd a e.nd spirited likeness; and e. bio
spiritue.l truth. All attempts to trace gre.phical sketch from the pen of his 
this supposed analogy he.ve accordingly son, M. J. Tryon, pe.stor of the Baptist 
fe.iled ; nor is it gree.tly to our Church at Stamford-once the sphere 
pree.cher's discredit to say that he he.a of the le.hours of J. C. Philpot, who 
not accomplished whe.t other e.nd abler still speaks, by his writings, to so me.ny 
men have found to be impossible. of God's true e.nd tried people. 

His third sermon is thus seen to This sketch is wonderfully interest-
e.fford no support to the doctrines the.t ing. The faots which it records a.re 
he iR e.nxious to promulge.te. succinctly, but vividly related. He, 

We h~ve done. For fourpence half- whose life-story is told is presented as 
penny, a reader can procure these e.n old-fashioned gentleman, an experi
discourses; and decide wheth'lr our enced Christian, and a faithful 
quote.tions are fe.ir or garbled; e.nd our pe.stor, with filie.l reverence, but with
remarks just or not. out fle.ttery. In twenty-four pages we 

Toplady insisted the.t a truthful he.ve a readable e.nd reliable account 
minister should keep his pulpit as free of "a grave, god.fee.ring man," who 
from erroneous testimony as his ma.rite.I wisely and worthily utilised his some
couch from dishonour; e. sentiment whe.t rare powers, privileges, and oppor
which such men as we ne.med le.et tunities to the glot·y of God, and the 
month warmly endorsed. To us it e.dve.ntage of His people. 
seems e. grievous wrong that the senti- We could have .wished that these 
ments of these sermons should be I biogre.phice.l records were more 
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extended. Even, as we.s the tenor of 
Mr. Tryon's life, it included episodes 
on which we should value fuller in
fonne.tion. For inste.nce. in 1838, Mr. 
Philpot we.s united to Miss Sarah L. 
Kee.I, of Oe.kham, a sweet e.nd saintly 
lady. who though she avowed her love 
to the dear Redeemer, was not e. 
member of a Gospel Church. The sub
ject of this memoir, not only regarded 
this union with disfe.vour, but went to 
the length of ms.king it e, me.tter of 
rebuke in a. public way. We confess 
that we cannot see "l"l"hy a wedding 
between two God-fearing persons shou1d 
be deferred, because the Spirit has not 
yet vouchsafed to one of them the 
measure of the assurance of faith which 
a.lone would justify a person with a 
tender conscience in professing Christ 
by be.ptism. That a stern sense of 
loyalty to his Master was Mr. Tryon's 
e.nime.ting motive no one qnestiom,; 
bnt as the story ea.me to us in print, 
a.nd everyone at one time knew it; we 
should have been glad to learn how this 
s.nd one or two other incidents were 
rege.rded by him, in the evening of his 
long and beautiful life. 

A few explanatory notes on matters 
referred to in the book, would e.lso he.ve 
greatly added to its interest and va.lue. 
The reference to Isa.belle. Ce.mpbell 

(pa.ice 328), e.nd her singular connection 
with Thome.s Erskine, e.nd the Row 
Heresy; "the Luther Commemoration" 
(pe.ge 263) ; Dr. Dunce.n, Re.bbl, o.s ho 
we.e styled (pe.ge 236); Brarlle.ugh, o.nd 
Mr. Gladstone's proposition to relieve 
him from taking the re<Juired oe.th 
(page 170); the theology of the· 
":llfarrow" party in Scotland (pnge 
136), etc., etc. - a.re all some
what unintelligible allusions to " e. 
general reader," but which e. few pen

.strokes would he.ve me.de pie.in. 
Our brother, who edits these pa.pars 

e.nd letters of his sainted father's, he.s 
he.d educe.tione.l privileges and oppor
tunities above many, and is evidently 
e. well-informed e.s well e.s e. gracious 
me.n; e.nd should not, we venture to 
think, have overlooked the. fa.et tbe.t 
genera.I knowledge, espeoie.lly on 
religious matters, is unhappily re.re in 
the present de.y. Phre.ses and e.llusions 
which e.n ordine.ry ree.der does not 
underste.nd, a.re obete.clee in his we.y; 
while if explained, their point a.nd pro
priety would be e.pprecie.ted by all. 

We m&ke these suggestions with 
deference ; and without implying any 
le.ck of ability or care on the part of 
the Editor; who he.s our hearty thanks 
for this hie la.hour ,of love. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

THE ACTON STRICT BAPTIST 
TABERNACLE, ACTON LANE, 

ACTON, W. 
HABVEST thanksgiving meetinirs were 
held on Tuesday, Sept. 13th. Mr. Geo. 
W. Thoma.a preached a. sermon in the 
afternoon. ta.king for hie text Gen. xli. 
li6, " The fa.mine wae over a.11 the fa.ce 
of the earth : and Joseph opened all 
the etorehousee, and sold nnto the 
Egyptians ; a.nd the fa.mine waxed sore 
in the la.nd of Egypt." The text spoke, 
eaid the preacher, of a.n nniveraal 
misery ; not only in Egypt, bnt over all 
the face of the earth, we.a there a. 
fa.mine. He ha.d recently visited the 
fa.r west of Ireland, and ha.d seen there 
misery a.nd destitution ench a.s he ha.d 
never witnessed in England ; a.nd the 
source of a.11 this misery we.a sin. Sin 
wa.s the nniversa.l misery; it was fonnd 
alike in the palace of the King a.nd in 
the ea.bins of Connema.ra.. Go where 
yon would, you wou~d find thonee.nde 
fa.miAhing through sm. When Joseph 
opened the itorl!honees of Egypt, 
crow.ds came, and the reason the i:,eople 

flocked to the etoreboueee we.a tbe.t they 
felt their need, e.nd mo~t have the corn 
or die. So, when we a.a eionere were 
bronght to feel oor need, the work of 
God the Holy Spirit a.lone, we came to 
Jeans Christ, who he.a opened store
houses of mercy and gre.ce, a.nd never 
ooold we be ea.tiefied until the.t need 
wa.e supplied. Some had a long journey 
to ta.ke to get to J oeeph, bnt J eene ea.me 
to joet where the poor needy one wae. 
When the Centurion e.t Capernanm be
sought Jesus for hie servant e.t homf, 
siok of the pe.lsy, Jesus se.id, "I will 
come a.nd bee.I him." When, too, Jairne 
pleaded with Him for hie little da.nghter 
lying at the point of death, Jeenil went 
with him to the house. We might go 
to Jeane e.t a.11 times ; a.11 together; ancl 
all ut once. And He who said," I will 
in no wise cast out him that cometh 
unto Me," was H0 who he.d taken away 
onr sin, e.nd whose meroy e.nd grace 
were inexhaustible. Joseph sold the 
corn to the Egyptie.ns, but, ea.id the 
Hpee.ker, we he.ve a cheap Gospel," Ho, 
everyone tha.t thirsteth," eaith Christ by 
Hie prophet, "come ye to the waters, anti 
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he that bath no money ; oome ye, buy 
and eat; ye& oome, buy wine and milk 
without money and without prioe." The 
Lord's people&re&lw&ya hungering &nd 
thiretinl{, but" Blessed," ea.id J eeus, "are 
they wh1oh do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled." 
The day is ooming when He shall HY, 
"Come ye blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from 
before the foundation of the world." 
"Th.en shall they hunger no more, 
neither thirst 1my more; neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
For the Lamb .whioh is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of 
waters, and God shall wipe &w&y all 
tears from their eyes " 

After the te&, a public meeting was 
held, presided over by our genial 
hrother, Mr. H. Adams. The hymn1 " Come, ye thankful people come ' 
having been sung, the chairman read 
Pa&lm lxv., and then asked Mr. S. H. 
Brown to engage in prayer. In hie 
opening remarks, Mr. Adame said it was 
a glorious thing to give thanks unto 
God for our harvest. Notwithstanding 
all our unworthiness God had been 
f&ithfnl to Hie promise, and had given 
not only seedtime, but an abundant 
harvest, and he trusted that spiritually 
we might have some of the finest of the 
whe&t in the evening's addresses; He 
called upon Mr. G. W. Thomas first to 
speak. He said it was meet and right 
to gather for thanksgiving unto God. 
His text was one upon which he had 
never before spoken during his twenty
three year's ministry, and would be 
found in Gen. viii. 22, "While the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter1 and day and night shall not cease.' 
God had proved Himself a covenant
keeping God. There had been years 
when the harvest had been scanty &s 
well as years of abundant harvests, but 
never had there been a year without & 
harvest. 

Mr. S. T. Belcher next spoke, 
and gave an interesting account of hie 
connection with the Acton Cause more 
than twenty years ago, when· services 
were held in Mr. J, w; Martin's house, 
where he preached hie second sermon. 
He expressed pleasure in visiting the 
Cause once more, and in its present 
meeting-plaoe. Briefly dwelling upon 
the words, "He hath not dealt with us 
after our sins" (Psalm oiii. 10), he 
remarked that God had dealt with our 
Substitute; upon Him He had laid the 
iniquity of us all, God in His dealings 
with Hie people had shewn Himself a 
graoious and wonder-working God. 

Mr. A. J. Robbins, who followed, said 
Gal. vi, 7, "Whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap," had been 
impressed upon hie mind. They were 

very solemn words for sinners, and for 
the people or God, whilst they bad a 
special importance for preachers and 
Sunday-aobool te:.cbera. We were 
always sowing either good or bad seed. 
Every word spoken was a seed of the 
one description or the other. To the 
sower of the good eeed of the kingdom, 
the words were a great encouragement. 
There would he a reaping time they 
were assured. If we had not texts like 
this, we should give up. In spite of 
all discouragements we knew there 
would be a harvest, and as a Sunday
eohool teacher, he thanked God for thie 
text. 

Mr. A. Silvester, the last speaker, 
based hie remarks upon Phil. iv. 4, 
"Rejoice in the Lord al way; again I 
say, rejoice." He spoke (1st) of the 
pleasant occupation," Rejoicing"; (2nd) 
of the subject of rejoicing, God in the 
Trinity of Hie persons, "Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit," and .(3rd) of the time 
of rejoicing. "Alway," even in tribula
tion, for God would supply all our needs, 
and finally at the Great Harvest would 
bring us into Hie presence, where there 
would be fulness of joy and pleasures 
for evermore. 

After a few words by the chairman, 
of exhortation and encouragement to 
sow the seed besides all waters, to 
scatier broadcast the Word of God, an 
excellent and happy meeting was 
appropriately closed with singing," The 
God of Harvest praise," and the Bene-
diction. S. G. E. 

TUNSTALL.-On Sunday, Ang. 7th, 
our pastor had the privilege of immer
sing two brethren, and on Sept. Hh, a 
young sister, who were subsequently 
received into the Church. We rejoice 
in these signs of blessing on our pastor's 
labours. We hope that others may soon 
follow, and all may _stand firm and 
steadfast. 

HADLEIGH.-Through the kindness 
of friends, our school children on J nly 
20th, spent a pleasant day in a meadow, 
kindly lent by Mr. Keeble, at the 
Station Farm. Various games were in
dulged in during the afternoon, and at 
tea we had the oompany of several 
friends, and at the close each child was 
J)resented with a prize. -- ONE 
INTERESTED. 

STONHAM PAR VA (BETHEL).-The 
Sunday-school celebrated its Hst anni
versary on Lord's-day, June 19th. Our 
brother Bardena was the preacher, and 
we spent a good day together. On July 
13th, the children, teachers, QDd friends 
spent a happy day in a meadow near the 
ohapel, kindly lent by Mr. Turner, one 
of the ohurchwardena. We were glad 
to have our pastor with us for the first 
time. On August Hth, the pastor dis-
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tribnted the prize@, and on behalf of the 
children and friendA, presented brother 
Dorlirig, who we regret to RILY is Jeavinl!' 
u@, with a. beautiful fa.mily Bible. Our 
brother we.@ ta.ken entirely by surprise, 
a.nd feelinirly tha.nked the friends for 
the gift. 1\111,y God gnide them in the 
futnre.-A. G. HALL, Supt. 

NORTHAMPTON. - Sunday- school 
e.nniversa.ry @ervicee in co11nection with 
Providence Cha.pel were held on August 
28th, when Mr. Boulton (Chelmsford) 
wa.s gra.cionsly t.elped to deliver the 
meesa.ge of God. The morning we.s in 
touch with Je.bez'e prayer. In the 
a.fternoon. a.n. address to the school 
children. wa.e g-iven. from the words, 
"Enter not in.to the pa.th of the wicked." 
Evening text, " When I see the blood I 
will pass over yon." Prayer wa.s ma.de 
in the early morn for blessing to rest 
upon ·this a.n.n.iversa.ry, and we hope and 
trnst it was so. It was the first tiu;e of 
Mr. Bonlton's appearance in Northamp
ton, but we hope it will not be the last, 
for we felt it good to be there. On 
Sunday, August 21st, we were delighted 
to ha.ve Mr. E. Marsh in our midst; it 
wa.s like old times again. We a.re gla.d 
a.n.d tha.nkfnl tba.t God bas a.gain raised 
him up to blow the Gospel trnmpet. 
Ma.y he be long spa.red to us a faithful 
minister of Christ. Mr. E. Marsh ma.de 
&pJ!ropria.te remarks in reference to our 
late beloved pastor, Mr. J, Walker (this 
being the fifth a.n.n.i versry of his 
death), as in the evening he spoke from 
the words "My times a.re in Thine 
h&11.d." May God bless these special 
services, a.nd may we in after-de.ye see 
there was e. needs-be for these changes. 
-E.H. 

TOLLINGTON PARK (Zou). -
The 27th anniversary was held on 
September lltb, when two sermons 
were preached by Mr. W. Ha.rrie-tha.t 
in the morning from Mark v. 28, and in 
the evening from Pee.. xxiii. 6. Onr 
brother was g-rea.tly blessed in speaking 
a.nd the people in hearing. Congrega-'
tione were good. The services were 
con.tinned on the followinll' Tneeda.y, 
when onr brother, G. Savage, preached 
in the afternoon from 2 Cor. iii. 18, The 
Word was enjoyed by ma.ny who were 
present. Tea wa.s partaken of by e. good 
compa.ny of friends. At 6.30 the public 
meeting was also presided over by our 
brother G. Savage, commencing with 
the hymn" Bleat be the tie that binds/' 
&c., after which our brother re&d Phil. 
iv. l-8, a.nd ma.de some good remarks 
thereon. Brother Sa.nda.11, jnn., im
plored the Divine blessing:. The hymn 
'' Kindred in Christ for His dea.r B&ke," 
&.c. having been sung, e. brief report of 
the' pa.et yea.r'e work was given by the 
writer. Through mnch mercy we have 
been helped both epiritaally and Ii.nan-

oia.lly. We have bee& fa.voured with 
faithful men of God in breaking the 
"Bread of Life," so that we have been 
fed with the pure Word of Truth. 
The following brethren then addressed 
the meeting :-Brethren Palmer (from 
Gen. xlviii. 11), Ma.rgerum (from Acts 
xx, 32), Mayhew (from Pe:i.. oiii. 2). 
Brother Sandall, eenr., gave a few 
encouraging words, as the time was 
J?etting late, and the singing of "All 
ha.il the power of J esu'e name," &c., a.nd 
the Benediction by the chairman, 
brought another happy season to a, 
close. The oolleotions were good. 
" Praise God from Whom all blessings 
flow."-T. H. MITSON. 

KINGSTON (PROVIDENCE). -The 
59tb a.nniverea.ry wa.e held on Monda.y, 
September 5th, when Mr. Mitchell 
preached in the afternoon from Rev. 
x:xii. 4, "And they shall see His fa.ce: 
and Hie na.rne shall be in their fore
head; " Mr. Hazelton in the e,rening 
from 2 Kings v. 11 on the words "I 
thought." Both sermons were much 
appreciated, and we were greatly en
couraged by the presence of ma.ny 
friends from other Churches~ Collec
tions good. 

BETHNAL GREEN (HOPE).-The 
50th a.nniverea.ry of the formation of 
the Church wae held on Sunday and 
Tuesday, September 11th a.nd 13th. On 
the Lord's-da.y two very profita.ble and 
encouraging sermons were delivered by 
our esteemed pa.star. On Tuesda.y after
noon we were favoured with a very 
sa.voury sermon by our brother Mitchell 
(of Cha.dwell-street), after which 11, 

goodly number of friends eat down to 
tea. The evening meeting commenced 
at 6.30, presided over by our pa.star, in 
the nnavoida.ble e.baence of our dea.r 
brother, Mr. Thomas Daynes Wood, 
through the serious illness of' hie dear 
eon, but who, in thoughtful kindneeA, 
sent e. g-enerous don"tion for the collec
tion. Very profita.ble a.ddressee were 
given by our brethren - Mr. J. P. 
Gibbens, Mr. E. Mitchell, Mr, W. H. 
Rose, a.nd Mr. J. Pa.rnell. It wa.e then 
proposed by brother Theoba.ld, a.nd 
seconded by brother Hyder (two of the 
dea.cone), tha.t a. message of kindest and 
deepegt sympathy be sent from this 
meeting to Mr. and Mre. Wood in this 
the sea.son of their sorrow. Thie wa.s 
at once warmly responded to a.nd 
nne.nimonsly adopted. The services 
throughout were of e. very happy a.nd 
truly spiritual character, a.nd ma.ny 
testified they had felt it good to be 
there. After singing the well-known 
hy_111n of Joseph Irons, commenoing 
" When Christian. friends together 
meet," the meeting closed with the 
Benediction. 
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A BRCEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 
OF THE CHURCH AT 

PRITTLEWELL. 
PASTOR J. CHANDLER. 

FROM the memoirs of the le.te Mr. 
Westrop it e.ppee.r~, the.t e.s fe.r be.ck e.s 
1823-1824 e. few peoplA met e.t the house 
of .Mr. Warren e.t Prittlewell, e.nd e. 
Mr. Stevens pree.chert to them once a. 
fortnight. 

The .Baptist Church at PritUewell, 
however, originated e.t the village of 
Sonthohuroh. Here e. few poor peopl~, 
who loved the truth, met for worship in 
e. cottage. One of the number, e.'fter e. 
while, built e. se.nctue.ry for them e.t e. 
cost of £20. In this they met to worship 
Hien whom their souls Ioved. The first 
sermon in the new chapel we.a preached 
by Mr. Westrop from Pae.. cxviii. 25, 
"Se.ve now, I beseech Thee, 0 Lord. 0 
Lord, I beseech . Thee, send now pros
perity." 

Time went on, e.nd e. gracious gentle
man ne.med Sutton, who we.a in the 
he.bit of worshipping e.t Gower-street, 
co.me down to Southend for the benefit 
of his bee.Ith. Prittlewell e.t this time 
we.a a ree.l country village. After stay
ing in Southend a few days, Mr. Sutton 
drove over to Prittlewell. He enquired 
at the barber's shop where the truth 
we.a preached. The barber, surprised at 
the q ueetion, replied, " ·rhere is a church 
and e. chapel, whe.t more do you we.nt ?. " 
From the barber he went to the shoe
maker. Here he met with better 
success, for whilst the shoemaker told 
him he would not find it in Prittlewell, 
he informed him that if he went to 
Southchuroh, 2½ miles e.way, he would 
find e. few poor people who met in e. 
room for worship, and to whom one of 
the brethren spoke now and then in the 
Lord's ne.me. The shoemaker being 
struck with the appearanoe of Mr. 
Sutton e.sked him if he were e. speaker. 
'' No," replied Mr. Sutton,'" I'm only e. 
poor groaner." 

The next Se.bbath, e.coompe.nied by a 
h.dy e.nd child, Mr. Sutton found the 
people out, and the truth found him 
ont. At the olose of the service the 
friends, e.ocording to oustom, me.de e. 
collection. When Mr. Sutton e.dded his 
mite of £1 the dee.r folk were ')uite 
overcome by such kindness. He Bpf'nt 
the next Se.bbe.th with them, e.nd on 
returning to London wrote to Mr. 
Weetrop the following letter:-

., 2, Islington Green, London. 
"My dear Sir,-You will, I trust, 

exouee thie liberty I, not he.ving the 
pleasure of e. personal e.cque.inte.uoe 
with you, but your good wife will no 
doubt reoolleot seeing me o.t South
churoh with e. le.dy e.nd e. little girl. 
The two Lord's-de.ye I spent with the 
little be.nd o.t Southohuroh I ehe.11 never 
forget-the pure truth held, the aim-

plicity e.nd godly sincerity of the 
minister and people, were such as did 
my hee.rt good. You will much oblige 
by sending me e. few particnle.rs con
cerning the people e.nd their need•, e.nd 
e.lso a.bout their ,:r.inister. I feel dis
posed to do something for the little 
Ce.use. You, I think, can inform me in 
whe.t we.y I ce.n help them. . . . 

· ., J. SUTTON." 
Tho·:ontcom'e of this wa.s the.t e.fter 

eonie trouble Mr. Sutton instructed our 
brother, Mr. J; C. Johnson, now of 
Gravesend, to purchase the property 
'upon. which the ch&pel stands, e.nd to 
baild a little ·chapel for the people, the 
rent of the cottages to go towards the 
support of the ministry. to help the 
poor of the Church, e.nd to keep the 
ohe.pel in repair. 

The first pastor or the little Ca.use 
we.s dear old Anthony Smith. a poor 
labourer who got his living by selling 
we.ter at so much per pe.il, e.nd on the 
Lord's-day telling poor sinners of the 
living we.ter. . 

Mr. Johnson e.ss,sted at the opemng 
of the chapel, e.nd Mr. Smith continu~d 
e.e pe.etor from 1854 to 1874. All that 1s 
morte.l of him lies in the churchyard 
opposite, a monument being placed over 
hie gre.ve by a few loving fnends The 
Church he.d sapplies for e. time after 
Mr. Smith's decease, e.nd subsequently 
Mr. Margerum we.a chosen pastor, and 
served the Church for two yee.rs. 

In 1886 onr beloved pastor, :Mr. 
Chandler, joined the Church. which e.t 
the.t time consisted of hut six members, 
though many friends of like faith and 
order communed with them. After e. 
while brother Chandler we.s e.sked to 
preach every fifth Sunda.y in the month, 
e.nd on Ootoher 27th, 1889, five were 
e,dded to the Church. Our pastor we.a 
a.eked then to preach on the second 
Lord'e-de.y in ee.ch month. 

In April, 1891, in faith e.nd hope e. 
Sanday-school was commenced, e.nd the 
Lord has abundantly blest the effort. 

On November 30th our pastor we.s 
invited to supi;ly the pulpit for three 
months with e. view to the pe.store..te; 
e.nd on Me.y 4.th, 1892, he we.s unani
mously chosen po.~tor, and the Lord he.s 
owned e.nd hlest his ministry to the 
people. There is now e. membership ?f 
49. As a Church we dwell together ID 
pee.oe, love and unity, and e.re looking 
forward to the time when pe.stor, 
dee.com, trustees e.nd people will be of 
one heart in enlarging the house of 
God. H. D. M. 

PORTS.MOD TH (REHOBOTH, 
TERWICK·STREET).-On Sunday, Seµt. 
18th we oelebre.ted our ninth e.nni ver
suy'. Brother W.R. Barnett preached 
two sermons. In the morning from 
Pee.. cxv. 12, ta.king e. retrospectivE> 
view of the pe.st, o.nd how the Lord had 
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been mindful of ns. In the evening 
from P•a. xxxix. 7, whioh is our position 
as a Chnrch-·' Hoping in God." On 
Monday tea was partaken of a.t 6.30. In 
tbe evening, a.t 7 p.m., our esteemed 
brother, Mr. Ayling, or Chiddingfold, 
preaohed from Ma.tt.. xviii. 16. Among 
others we had the pleasure of seeing 
brother and sister Phillimore from East
leigh, and others from neighbouring 
Cbur1Jhes. which greatly oheered ~s. 
Most of the friends were favoured in 
hearing, and felt it a. time to be remem
bersd. fhe numbers were mnoh smaller 
tb&n usu&l &B aever&l &re l&id a.side, but 
all present joined heartily in singin'1. 
"All h&il the power of Jesn's name.' 
A few words of yra.yera.nd praise to our 
gracious God closed our a.nniversary.
,lOHN s. JORDAN, Hon. Sec. 

WAKDSWORTH (WEST HILL).-It 
is very gratifying to us to reoord the 
pleasing fact that the Cause h~re_ has 
considerably revived under the ministry 
of our esteemed pastor, T. Jones. On 
September 11th he conducted specie.I 
services to acknowledge God's great 
goodness 1n providence m the bountiful 
harvest of tbe ingathered crops. La!ge 
congregations assembled both morning 
and evening, and listened with ple11-sure 
a.nd profit tJ the discourses delivered, 
which were truly in harmony with the 
ooaa.sion. The services were continued 
on Tuesday, when a goodly company 
gathered round the social boar~, ex
changing friendly greet1ngs and mduJ
ging m Christian feliows~ip. A pubho 
meeting nnder the presidency of our 
friend, Mr. Appleton, and sound Gospel 
addresses by brethren Andrews on the 
•· Open hand of God," Burrows on 
"TJ:l.a.n.k:sgiving," Brown on "God gave 
the increase," which was followed ~y 
our pa.star, who opoke of •· The bow 1n 
the cloud," Special hymns a.nda.nthems 
were very creditably rendered by the 
choir under the leadership of brother 
Deane whose services were duly a.o
knowl~dged by a cordial vote of thanks 
moved by the pastor, who takes great 
interest in the praiae pa.rt of o~ ser
vices. Votes of thanks to the chairman, 
speakers, and la.dies were proposed· by 
deacon Cooper, seconded by deacon 
Deane. After the closing hymn and 
Benediction, hearty expressions of 
Christian kindness to each other closed 
a very happy and cheerful service .. The 
collections, which exceeded .Ell, will be 
divided our Church Funds and the Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Society. 

COTTAGE SERVICES, 
IT wa.s to us a. real joy to be able to be 
present a.tone of the s~rvices which a.re 
held in many of the villages of Su~oJk. 
Gathered in the kitchen and a.n a.dJ01n
ing room of a. farmhouse were a. good 
number of people. Our dear brother 

Ward from La.xfield was present. The 
meeting was warm, hearty, a.n? soul
refreshing. The address was listened 
to with great attention by old and 
young, a. good number of the la~ter 
being present. We feel these services 
must be truly helpful and inspirith1g. 
It was one of our happiest hours. May 
God's blessing be poured out in th1:1 
coming season. 

IPSWICH (ZOAB).-On September 
21st harvest tha.nksg1 ving servioes were 
held. The preacher was pastor Ja.mes 
E. Flegg, of Wandsworth Common. Iu 
the afternoon a. fair company gathered, 
a.nd our brother spoke from the words, 
"I have planted, Apollos watered, God 
gave the increase." A sooia.l tea., to 
which many sat down, followed, ~nd 
in the evening a. large oongrega.t1on
a.ssembled. when the subjeot dealt with 
by the preacher was " He shall see of 
the travail of His soul and shall be 
satisfied," &c. It was our brother's first 
visit to Zoa.r, and he was much helped 
in proclaiming the glorious Gospel. 

CANNING TOWN.-On Septemb_er 
14th a. meeting was held, which will 
be long remembered, to render unto 
God our heartfelt thanks for His good
ness to us in the removal of the debt. 
It was a. gathering of friends, both old 
and new. In our midst we ~ere glad 
to see the former pastor of this Church 
(T. N. Hughes) and his wife, Mrs.Ward, 
Mr. Spyers, and that good helper of the 
Ca.use at Canning 'l'own, Mr. J. G. 
Applegate, and many others. Mr_. F_. T. 
Newma.n·(secreta.ry of tbe Asso~ia.t1on) 
took the chair a.t 6.30, openrng the 
meeting with a. hymn of praise, and, 
after reading the Divine Word, called 
upon brother Na.ah (of Limehouse) to 
lead us to the throne of the heavenly 
grace. Brother Ha.le we~oomed the 
chairman, spea.kero, and friends on be
half of the Church, and referred ~o ~he 
grea.t help rendered by the A:ss_oo1a.t1on 
in granting the loa.n and g1v1ng £20 
towards the fragment of the debt and 
£5 for repairs to the chapel. The pre
sent renovation consisted in thoroughly 
doing up the outsid1:, In a.ddi~ion to 
this Mr. Pritchard kmdly pro1~11sed to 
paiiit the vestries in his spa.re time free 
of charge, for whi~h t~e friends '!'re 
grateful to him, this bomg the third 
time he has come to our a.id in 01ir time 
of need. We have now a. clean sanc
tuary, ~a.y ~is divi~e presence. be 
made ma.mfest m our midst, that saints 
may be blessed, sinners saved, and t~e 
name of our Master be exalted m 
Canning Town. Our chairman spoke to 
us words of earnest counsel and good 
cheer, and was followed by pa.sto~d 
Belcher, Clark, Parnell, and Hughes rn 
addresses filled to overflowi:J!il' with th1:1 
sweets of sovereign grace, the gifts oe 
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sovereign love, o.nd exhorto.tions to 
grateful praise. Colleotion, £3 6~. The 
meetinir was brought to a olose by 
singing the Doxology, '· May the grace 
of Uhr1st our Saviour," and tb.e Bene
diotion, 

BROADSTAIRS.-At many seaside 
places there are various attractions on 
the sands, and the children are speci
ally catered for. As a counter attraction 
services for children have been o.rranged 
at many sea.side resorts. It was our 
privilege to attend some of these at 
Broa.dsta.irs, and it was a plea.sing sight 
to see so large a number of children 
attracted. Tbe service was bright and 
mteresting, one special feature being 
"object lessons." Some of the children 
brought objects illustrating certain 
texts, and tbe other oh ildren told the 
text which was so represented. Some 
opposition was encountered as a troupe 
of niggers cam!' quite close daily and 
performed while the service was going 
on; but in spite of this, we gathered 
from Mr. Summerville, who had charge 
of the services, that they had been very 
successful. Mr. Bloy, pastor of the 
Strict Baptist Church at fuoadstairs, 
was present at most of the services, and 
took pa.rt therein. It was our plea.sure 
to listen to this brother, in bis own 
chapel, disoouree sweetly on the words, 
"Unto you therefore which believe He 
is precious." May God bless our 
brother's ministry to the inga.thering 
and upbuilding or ma.ny.-J. E. F. 

HADLEIGH HEATH, SUFFOLK.
Sonday and Monday, September 18th 
and 19th, was a. sea.son of spiritual 
refreshing to the members and friends 
of this Ii ttle hill of Zion, when harvest 
thanksgiving services were held. In the 
afternoon of the Sunday Mr, A. Shave, 
B,A., preached a harvest sermon from 
Gen. viii. 22. In the eveuing brother 
Robinson discoursed upon·• Gleaning," 
d1 v 1ding his oongrega.tion into three sec
tions-the unconverted, the anxious, and 
the Christian, earnestly addressing to 
ea.oh the enquiring question of Naomi 
to Ruth, " Where hast thou gleaned to
day ? " There was a good congregation 
at both services. Tbe following after
noon we had an exposition of Pde.. lxv. 
9-13 by the pre~oher of the previous 
tlVening. A cheering number sat down 
to tea. A large oomp~ny assembled in 
~b.e evening ; friends came frem Ha.d
leigh, Boxford, and other placed. Mr. 
])'. Aggie, of Hadleigh, proved an 
tdlioient ob.airma.n. Prayer was offered 
by Mr. Keynes. Very pra.otioa.l, earnest 
addresses were given by Mr. J, A. 
Foster and Messrs. Keynel! and Watson, 
of Hadleigh. Severa.I well-known har
vest hymns were most heartily sung. 
'l'b.e service throughout we.a very enthu
bia.stic, the presence of the Master was 

realised, and we a.II felt it we.a good to 
be present. Hearty thanks were given 
to ob.a.irma.n and speakers for their 
helpful and soul-inspiring addressee, 
and to the many visitors !or their kind 
and sympathetic presence.-J. R. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA), 
-The seventh annual meeting of the 
Tract Society was held on July 21st, 
Mr. L. Blackman kindly presiding. The 
meeting was opened with singmg a 
hymn, a.ad the chairman read the 126th 
Pda.lm and Eccles. xi., and then called 
upon brother Cra.mpia.n to engage in 
prayer, for the Divine oles,ing to rest 
upon tne meeting. The secretary read 
the report of ~he pa.,t year's work, 
which showed that 227 hoC1ses had been 
visited weekly and tracts exchanged, 
and also a.bout 3,000 bad been given 
a.way in the streets and elsewhere. The 
oha.irwa.n ma.de some very encouraging 
remarks, reminding us now God had 
blessed in many in.ta.noes the distribu
tion of Gospel literature . .Brother Flegg 
based his remarks on the words, "One 
soweth and another reapeth." Although 
we might often feel disooura.ged be
cause we did not see the success attend
ing our efforts that we desired, yet 
there would be a. reaping time, and in 
days to come others WOllld enter into 
our labours and rejoice Ill seeing the 
seed that we have sown springing up to 
God's glory and salvation of immortal 
souls. .Brother Dam next addressed the 
meeting from Paa.. cxix. 13, emphasising 
the fa.et tb .. t we had God'• Word for 
our weapon in the warfare age.inst sin 
and darkness. It also wi;,s our wisdom 
to direct us in the work, and the en
trance of it into the heart would give 
light and understanding to koow God. 
Brother Brown gave us a most encoura
ging address from Matt. xxviii. 20, ''Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the 
end." A collection was ta.ken, which 
amounted to £2 4s. Bd., and the meeting 
was closed with singmg a hymn and 
prayer.-C. A. L. 

YARMOUTH.-The 30th anniversary 
was celebrat,ed on tb.e Hth and 15th 
August. Our esteemed brother Muskett 
has been upheld and blessed another 
year. His long and painful trial bas 
proved to him the faithfulness and 
tenderness of a cov.,nant God, and 
yields ministerial tru1t for the well
being of the Church. May the Lord 
long continue our brother in his simple 
integrity and his true witness of the 
Gospel of grace. On Sunday, August 
14th, brother Dixon, of .Bradfield, was 
favoured with good oongrega.tions and 
with liberty a.nu unction. His morning 
theme we.a the •· faithful saying" ot 
1 Tim. i. 15, and at night he gave 
"goodly words" on Ephds. iv. 15, 16, 
"'fhe Head, Cllri,t, from Whom," &c. 
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He was well Jed out in the blessed 
teaching. Jn Monday, the 15th, broth~ 
Lyun vree.ched in the afternoon from 
John i. :l9, "He saith unto them, Come 
and see."' He was Jed out on experi
mental lines. Presiding at night, he 
,!welt in his opening speech on l Pet. ii. 
7. Brother B.,dingfield spoke most 
helpfully of '· light sown for the 
righteous." Brother Slaymaker gave 
as the minister's theme to "Talk of all 
He did and said, and suffered for us 
hera below : the path He marked for us 
to tread. and what He's doing for us 
now.'" Brother Dixon gave very valu
abb teaching on Gen. xv. 11, pointing 
out the readiness of manifold birds of 
prey obtruding and the gracious busi
nesa of driving them a.way. Brother 
Hunt svoke experimentally on Song of 
Solomon vi. 10. Brothel Holden feel
ingly emphasised the help obtained and 
its gracious results (Acts x.xvi. 22). 
Brother l:iughes talked of the covenant 
of redemption. Brother Muskett gave 
the penultimate speech in simple 1u1d 
godly word• of encouragement to the 
saints, e.cknowledgment of the Eben
ezers of the year, and thanks to minis
ters and helpers, which thanks were 
seconded by brother Reeder. A good 
company she.red the excellent tea be
tween the meetings, and all felt that 
the see.son was memorable and blessed. 
Over £9 was collected for the IJ&Stor. 
Pray for our brother and his work. 
" 0 magnify the Lord, ... and let us 
exalt Hi, name together."-K, S. D. 

WATFORD TABERNACLE. - On 
Wednesday, Sept. 7tb, we held our anni
versary services, when pastor E. 
:Mitchell preached twice. Afternoon 
from Isa. xxxi.ii. 16, 17. He sweetly 
opened the Gospel to Ill!, showing the 
four privileges.of godliness," Position," 
"Protection,'1 "'Provision," and ·' Pros
pects." After tea., to which a good 
number sa.t down, we a.gain listened 
to our brother, who opened up P~e.lm Ii. 
12, ·• Restore unto me the joy of thy 
se.lva.tion." showing,•· What 1t implies," 
"Expresses," a.nd "Suggests." We ha.d 
a. good time. Good congregations. And 
we prai•e a.nd thank uod for a.11 His 
bleasings.-G. W. T. 

.PRITTLEWELL, SOUTHEND-ON
SEA.-On WedneE.Cia.y, August 31st, the 
jubilee of the opening of the cha.peJ 
wa.e held, when a.n excellent sermon 
we.s preached by our brother, Mr. J. 
Bush, of Kingston, from the words, 
"Accepted in the Beloved." The chapel 
wa.~ full, many old friends visited us, 
and we could heartily sa.y it wa.s good 
to be there. After ttoa, a. public meet
ing was held, presided over by our 
esteemed friend, Mr. W. P. Goodley, of 
Mount Zion, Hill-street, a.nd profitable 
e.d.dreases were given by brethren 

White, of Woolwioh; Mitchell, of Oho.d
well-street; Ward, of Le.xfield; and J. 
Bush, of Surbiton. Our brother Mobbs 
read a. very interesting sto.tement Qf 
the rise and progress of the Church, and 
also two interesting letters frail) Mr. I.. 
C. Johnson, who purchased the property 
from the late Mr. W. Sutton, and tell
inR" 'of his gratitude that he was brought 
into fellowship with the few poor 
people who met for worship in e. 
cottage at Southohurch in the year~ 
1853-4, and the pleasure he felt in pro: 
viding them .vith a. chapel for the 
worship of God, e.nCI the preaching of 
the Gospel. The oolleotion was gciod, 
and we trust the blessing of God will 
follow the services.-G. l!JLNAUGH, 

IRTHLINGBORO' .-The anniversary 
services in connection with the above 
Cause were held on Sunday and 
Monday, Sept. 11th and 12th. Mr. F'. 
G. Burgess, of Clifton, was the preacher 
on each occasion, and he we.a enabled to 
·sweetly" testify the Gospel of the gre.cti 
of God," with much acceptance, profit, 
a.nd joy. Very good congregation~ 
gathered on Sunday, but owing doubt
less to the wet weather on Monday, we 
were somewhat thinner than usual, 
many friends at a. distance being unable 
to come. We were, however, gle.d t9 
meet with friends from Wellingboro' 
a.nd Rushden: Tea we.a prt-vided on 
Monday, of which a. large company par
took. The collections amounted to £10 
4;, 7!d,, and were handed to the pasto;r, 
vi ho desires to take t.his opportunity ot 
thanking all his friends for their 
company and liberality. Thus we raise 
another Ebenezer in thankfulness to 
God, e.nd te.ke courage. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
·THE Ben~volent Funds of the Homes, 
in view of the approaching winter, 
sorely need repleniehing, and we doubt 
not that many kind hearts will prompt 
gifts, whereby the sick and e6peoie.lly 
infirm and needy inmates may receive 
additional comfor.ts. From these Funds 
nursing and medical expenses are met, 
the expenditure being controlled by the 
lady visitors, whose ministrations are 
sucb a. valuable feature of the Institu
tion. • • * No leas than 1,705 pensioners a.re now 
upon the Society, and the expenditure, 
so rapidly increasing,. entails heavy 
responsibility a.nd anxiety upon the 
Committee. New annual subscriptions 
of 7d., 10d, and Hs. a.re being obtained, 
but many more a.re needed. Who will 
help in raising the £:l3 daily needed for 
the maintenance of this old and God
honoured Society 7 

* • • A meeting in aid of the Funds was 
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held at Walton-on-Naze on Sept. 1st. 
General Sir W. Stirling presided, and 
addresses were given by the secretary 
and several local ministers. A liberal 
oolleotion was taken, and all listened 
with deep idtereat to the spiritual and 
earnest plea of the chairman, who hail 
given so. many proofs of his love for the 
work. 

•• .. 
On 'fuesday, October llth, the Annual 

Sale of Work and Public Meeting will 
(D.V,) be held in the Royal Pavilion, 
Brighton. Mr. S. Hannington, J.P., will 
preside at 3.30, and addresses will be 
given by several well-known friends of 
the Society. Upwards of 60 pensioners 
now dwell in the town and district. 
The attendance of our local friends and 
of visitors is heartily invited . . . 

The late Mr. J. H:rrington Evans said 
when preaching for the ln•titution : 
"While I believe there ought to be a 
great incre~se of annual subscriber,, 
yet I would say tb.at the continual 
advocating of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society, from pulpit to pulpit, is one of 
the greatest blessings it can enjoy. I 
believe it to be the legitimate medium 
for pressing upon godly people the 
motives of the Gospel, and God's truth 
is the best medium for advocating all 
societies." 

THE SURREY TABERNACLE 
has been in the hands of the painters 
and decorators for some weeks during 
the holiday season, and is now again 
open for public worship. It has a 
beautiful clean, neat, and bright appear
ance. It need only be mentioned that 
the work of re-decoration was entrusted 
to Messrs. Fe.Ikner and Sona, and that 
Mr. Falkner, a member of the firm, and 
one of the deacons, took a per•uual and 
practical interest in carrying out the 
wishes of the Committee, and that 
everything has been done to make the 
Surrey Tabernacle worthy of its posi
tion in the denomination. Attention is 
called to the announcement in our 
advertisement pages of the special ser
vices in October. 

LONDON STRICT BAPTIST 
MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION. 

THE brethren oonatituting this Associa
tion have now taken up their abode at 
SOHO BAPTIST CHAPEL Shaftesbury 
Avenue, London, W.C. Their old place 
of meeting, where they assembled for so 
many years, viz., Little Alie-street 
Chapel, has now puaed into the posses• 
sion of the Welsh Baptist Church. The 
London Strict Baptist Ministers' 
Association will be glad to welcome at 
" Soho," on the Ii.rat Tuesdays in every 
month, except June, brethren and 
sisters who may be interested in the 

subjects for diacuaaion at their open
meetings at 8 o'dlock. The Secretary's 
address is unaltered: Mr. Samuel Banil:s, 
The Harbinger, New Eltbam, S.E. 

MR. EBENEZl<:R MARSH 
who was recently in town to answer a 
summons for non-payment of Education 
rate, we are glad to notice is greatly 
improved in health, since be has 1,eei.. 
living at Warboys. Hy an announce
ment in our advertisement pages it will 
be seen that specie.I services in connec
tion with his recognition as pastor of 
the Chapel will take place next month, 
and we hope that many London friends 
will be able to pay Warboys a visit on 
thi• occasion, and tb.us encourage Mr. 
Marsh in bis new sphere of labour. 

A CLERGYMAN BAPTISED. 
PASTOR F. B. METER, B.A. (President 
of the National Council of Eve.ngelic11,l 
Free Churches) has just immer•ed at 
Christ Church, Westminster Bridge
road, H.ev. Morris C. Tiarks, who baa for 
the past nine years laboured as a 
minister of the Church of England, and 
for some considerable time acted as one 
of the AsaooiRtion Secretaries with the 
Roligious Tract Society. Questioned a.a 
to the reason for his change of views on 
the subject of Baptism, Mr, Tiarka 
replied to a correspondent of Thf 
Christian World that he has come to 
recognise in the B11,ptist position what 
seems to him also the Scriptural posi
tion, and he therefore asked Mr. Meyer 
to i'mmerae him according to the practice 
of the Baptist denomination. 

~one ~ome. 
F. W. FOREMAN. 

Our beloved brother passed peacefully 
away to his eternal re,t, falling asleep 
in Jesus on Thursday, September 8th. 
The funeral service was held in Da.cre 
Park Cbaptl on Wednesday, September 
Uth, oonduct,d by brethren William H 
Rose and S11,muel Banks. A good 
number of friends were present from 
Woolwioh, Eltham, and other plRces, 
and a deputa6ion from the London 
Strict Baptist Ministers' Association. The 
interment took place in Lee Cemetery. 
Our brother was but 40 years of age, anrt 
leaves a widow and two daughters tu 
mourn the loss of a devoted husband 
and father. He was highly esteemert
and beloved by hi~ brethren in th., 
Association and the Ch urchea he served 
so acceptably. "Well done, good anrt 
faithful servant . . . enter thou. intu 
the joy of thy Lord." 

JOHN HOWSE, of Colnbrook. 
(1820-1901.) 

With a sigh, we record the death of 
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the above on Saturday, September 10th, 
in his 84th year. The.me. Oxfordshire, 
was the place of his birth. H"lre his 
first religious impressions were received 
at the Sunday-~chool of the Baptist 
Chapel, and he early joined the Ctmroh, 
which to the last had e. warm plaoe in 
his heart. He removed to Colnbrook 
more than ha.If a century since, and 
was snooessful as a haker and con• 
fectioner in the High-street. He took 
an active pa.rt in all that tended to the 
welfe.re or the locality; and was widely 
esteemed for his unselfish interest in 
town affairs. On coming to Colnbrook 
he at once joined the Baptist Chapel, to 
which he was devotedly e.tta.ched, and 
served the Ca.u•e for fifty years as 
Snndav-school superintendent, and for 
forty-Jive as deacon. Of late, his great 
age and increasing debility almost 
prostrated him, and the failure of 
natnre's powers was se.dly apparent, 
hut grace sustained his mind, and he 
died in faith-leaving the good record 
of an upright tradesman, a oonsistent 
Christian, an_d an active friend to the 
interests of the chapel with which he 
was so long connected. His mortal 
remains were laid to rest in the Chapel
yard on Wednesday, 14th, when a la.rge 
and representative gathering attested 
to the widespread regard in which he 
was held. The service was conducted 
by Mr. Joshua McKee, of Staines, by 
whom also the memorial sermon was 
preached in the evening of Lord's-day, 
September 18th, from Nehemiah vii. 2, 
" He was a faithful man, and fee.red 
God above many." His colleague and 
friend, Mr. H. J. Wild, to the joy of 
many, was able to act as precentor. 

MRS. JOHN KINGSFORD. 
(Sister of the late C. W. Banks.) 

My beloved mother was born on 9th 
October, 1815. She was the youngest 
daughter of Thomas and Kitty Banks, 
of Ashford, Kent, who, with their family 
of three daughters a.ad four sons, were 
identified with the Baptist Church at 
Ashford until their removal to Ca.nter
bnry. My mother's conversion took 
place at an early age, and at 9 years old 
she became a. scholar, and snbsequently 
a teacher a.t the Round Baptist llhapel, 
Ce.nterbnry, and was blessed of God by 
seeing many of her scholars brought to 
e. saving knowledge of the truth a.sit is 
in Jes~. She was married to my father 
on 27th September, 1842. and ea.me to 
Brisbane in the ship Liberator in 1860. 
My earliest recollections of my mother 
date from the time I was four year~ old, 
and from that time nntil her passing 
away to her eternal rest, nought but 
plea.sing thoughts of her e.nd her life 
have I to remember. Gifted with e. 
splendid memory, she entertained her 
children when young with Bible recitals 
and recitations from some of the leading 
poets, and the winter evenings a.round 

the fireside were too short for the 
children as they listPned with rapt 
attention to her a.ffectini,r renderingP. 
Being a most unobtrusive Chriatian, her 
life was Ppent quietly in doing work 
for the- Master, and her influenoe and 
advioe to my fe.ther during his la.boura 
in connection with the Christian minis
try enabled him to overcome difficulties 
little known to those outside thH 
pastorate. Up to her 84th birthday 
(except through sickness) she was ,. 
constant worshipper in the house uf 
God, and, when through inoreo.sing 
infirmities, she was no longer able to 
attend the more public means or graue. 
her own room became her ·• Bethel " 
and prayer was oontinnally offered to 
G.:id for His blessing upon all servants 
engaged in the spread of the Gospel. 
For upwards of 30 yea.re she was an 
earnest and devoted mem her of " J ireh •· 
Chnroh, and thoee who· knew her best 
loved her most. A beautiful disposition, 
she was a faithful and loving wife, a 
lovin~ mother, a devoted Christian. 
The Snnday prior to her illness was 
spent in talking with father about the 
Heavenly Home, and at eventide she 
sang in a olear voice some of her 
favourite hymns-" Rook of Agee," 
'' Jesus, Lover of my 8onl," "There is a 
Land of Pure Delight," and others. On 
the following Monday she was seized 
with influenza. All through her illness 
she maintained her usual Christian 
fortitude. Towards the end of the 
week she became partly unconscious, 
and on Tuesday morning early fell 
a.sleep in Jesus at the advanced age 
of 88 years and nine months.-R. A. 
KINGBFORB, 21st July, 1904. 

JAMES R. FREEMAN, 
for many yee.rA deaoon of the Chnroh 
meeting in Camden High Schools, 
passed a.way on Wednesday, Aug. 10th. 
Our brother was born on December 15th, 
1838, of pious parents, his father being 
a member of the Chnroh under the 
pastoral ea.re of the late Joseph Irons. 
His mother died when he was but five 
yea.re old. When the time came for 
apprenticing the lad, his father was 
desirone that he should be under Chris
tian influence, and placed him with Mr. 
John Emery, of Rehoboth Chapel, Pim
lieo. Subsequently our brother '"ent to 
St. Neots, where for a while he was a 
teacher in the Sunday-school. Return
ing to London, he married in June, 1863, 
and in 1865 he and bis wife joined Zion 
Baptist Chapel, Goldington-cresoent, 
under the pa.stoml care of Mr. George 
Webb, whose ministry was bleat to our 
friencl, he being set at liberty under a 
sermon preached by Mr. Webb from the 
words" Why standest thou without?'' 
Oar brother and his beloved partner 
remained members of this Church until 
its close, when they went with Mr. 
Webb to Camden High Sohools. For 
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twelve yeo.ra the deoee.aed we.a au per
intendent of the Snnde.y-aobool e.nd for 
rne.ny yee.rs e. dee.oon. On • the let or 
February, 1903, the members of the 
Obnroh meeting • in C!'mden High 
Sobools united with the Chilrob e.t 
Be.Baett-~treet. Our brother's bee.ltb 
be,re.n to fa.ii in Much le.at, when he 
aufftlred much from nervous proatre.
tre.tion. On April 20th he went to 
Brighton under medical advice, Here, 
after ten de.ye, be we.a obliged to te.ke 
to hi.a bed, e.nd suffered much pe.in. At 
intervals, when the pe.in was not so 
e.cute, be held sweet fellowship with bis 
Lorrl and Me.ater. The dootor allowed 
him to return home on Jone 23rd, and 
on the following Sunde.y, to the joy of 
himself e.nd his beloved rele.ti•vea, be 
was privileged to e.ttend the morning 
service. Subsequently be be.d me.ny 
obanges, e.nd though bis friends hoped 
to see him e.t lee.at pe.rtie.lly restored, 
the Lord willed otherwise. Pastor J e.mes 
Ee.ster se.w him e. few days previous to 
bis death, and on his expressing the 
hope to see our brother e.t cbe.pel e.ge.in, 
he replied," My dear pe.stor, I long to 
go home." On the morning of Thurs
day, August 4th, be repeated the word~, 
"Art thou wee.ry-e.rt thou languid 1 " 
adding, "Yes, dear Lord,' ' Come e.nd 
take thy• rest.' Yes, dear Lord, very 
soon." On Tuesday night, August 9tb, 
at 11.55, be was soddenly taken with 
pain at the hee.rt. His daughters be.ving 
been summoned by their mother, with 
a oountene.nce as of one who be.d just 
seen bis Lord, our de&r frief'd se.id, 
"Gentle Jeeus, meek e.nd mild, give me 
a joyful entre.noe into Thy kingdom." 
Opening bis eyes widely, be turned to 
bis dear wife e.nd said," I'm going, my 
dear,"and be at once pe.ased e.way and we.a 
at home with bis Lord. "So He 11;ivetb 
His !)eloved sleep." The funeral took 
plaoe on August 15th, pe.ator J. Easter 
and brother C. J. Burrows-with whom 
deoeased bad worked for me.ny yee.rs as 
fellow-dee.cons-at bis express desire 
takinl,I' pe.rt in the servioe. Me.ny 
friends were present, testifying the 
high esteem in which our departed 
brother was held. On the following 
Sunday e.n appropriate discourse we.a 
delivered by bis pe.stor from Revelation 
xiv. 13. 

MRS. E. FROHOCK, 

of Willingham, Camba., reliot of the 
late J. Frohock. who we.a for many 
;rears e. dee.con of the Baptist Cb urob. 
The deceased lady bad been in delioe.te 
health for me.ny yee.rs, wbioh oonfined 
her to the house. She was a gre.oious 
woman, e. loving wife, and e.n e.ffeotione.te 
mother. Though not e. member of the 
Oburoh she was anxious for its wtilfare, 
e.nd oontributed towards its support: a 
woman of few words but much prayer. 
The home-o&ll oe.me somewhat suddenly. 
After being confined to her bed for 11, 

few de.ye, on the morning of the 5th of 
September the spirit took its flight 
without e. etrnggle. 

"One gentle •i!'h their fetters breaks. 
We scarce C:n.n sav, 'They're gone,' 

Before the willing spirit takes 
Her mo.neion near Thy tbrone." 

So ce.me the l!nd. On Sa.tnrd&y, Sept. 
10th, all that 1e morte.l we.a le.id in its 
last resting-place with her decee.aed 
husband, the service at the house e.nd 
the grave being conducted by Mr. Gill 
(of N orwicb), who nine years previously 
bad buried her husband. Be.ides her 
sorrowing fe.mily e.nd grandchildren e. 
luge number of the inhe.bite.nt• 
gathered a.round the graveside to show 
their respect for the deceased. After 
reading suitable paesa.gea of Scripture, 
and giving a abort address, Mr. Gill 
commended the family to God in prayer, 
leaving the fre.il casket in the keeping 
of the Lord she loved until the resur
rection morn. 

RICHARD EDMUND RIDDLE. 

With affectionate, inexpressible sor
row we reoord the loss to the Church 
of God on ee.rth, and to oursel vea 
personally, of our beloved brother and 
faithful dee.con of the Old Baptist 
Che.pel, Guildford, who, after months of 
distressing ·suffering, patiently borne in 
11 the strength which God supplies 
through His eternal Son," peacefully 
passed into the presence of bis adored 
Lord and Master on Thursday afternoon 
September let, 1904'. All through the 
exacting ordeal of sickness appointed 
hi~ there. was the chastened tone, the 
reliant fe.1tb, and the holy calm of 
which be.ve left behind it a confirmation 
and cheer of soul for which we feel 
deeply indebted to our Heavenly Father. 
Our dear brother baa been in member
ship with the Church here for npwe.rds 
of 27 years, and blessedly laboured as 
deacon for more than 15 yea.re. Now 
bis emanoipated spirit has enterP.d the 
eternal world, and be has received from 
bis dear Redeemer's hands the promised 
orown, and he.a hee.rd from the lips of 
"the King in His bee.uty" the e.ll
gracious welcome, 11 Well done, good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." All that was 
mortal of our muob-loved and muob
mourned friend and brother we.a le.id to 
rest at Stoke Cemetery on Monde.y, 
September 6th, amidst the lamentations 
of e. large conoourse of relatives and 
friende, inoluding the owner of the 
mills and all the employees, where oar 
brother had been 11, faithful servant for 
upwards of 30 years, until the day 
breaks e.nd the shadows flee e.way. Ou 
Lord'd-da.y, September lltb, pastor W. 
Chiane.ll made special reference to the 
deoee.sed, and spoke with touching 
patboH or bis beloved dAacon. The mem
bers of our dee.r brother's family must 
ha.ve also felt comforted, e.s preaobing 
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from the words, "Behold how He loved 
him" (John xi. 3fi), Mr. Chisnall 
referred to hi• irodly· life and consistent 
walk, of bis great love to God's people, 
,house and ordinances, and prayed that 
this might be an incentive to all to 
follow in the foot-steps of •the flock. 
Then as we reoall the faith of our de&r 
brother, who often said dnring his 
affliction," Come life or death itis well," 
onr own hearts respond, Let me die the 
death of the righ.teous, and 1At my last 
end be like hi11.-W. CHISNALL. 

MARY STEVENS, 
i;he beloved wife of John Stevene, senior 
deaoon of Zion Chapel, Norbition, was 
called home on June 2.5th, in her 71st 
year. after nearly 38 years of honour
able membership with the above Churoh. 
Onr dear sister was baptized on the first 
Lord's-day in March, 1866, and received 
into fellowehip with the Church then 
meetinir at Ebenezer Chapel, Victoria• 
road, X orbiton. About two years ago 
she was laid aside with acute rheuma
tism, which reduced her to a very help
less state, and at times her sufferinfs 
were very great, but amidst them all 
she was from time to time favoured 
with tokens of the Lord's everlasting 
Jove, thongh at other times she was cast 
down, and wondered why she was kept 
lingering on in snob 11, helpless state. 
·She was helped and encouraged by the 
words found in Job xxiii. 10, "But He 
knoweth the way th&t I take: when He 
J ,ath tried me, I eha!l come forth. a, 
gold." At times her thoughts wonld 
find expression in the words of the 
hymn:-

.. Weary of earth. myself, and sin, 
Dear Jesus. set me free; 

And to Thy glory take me in: 
For there I long to be.'' 

Three day. before she i,a.ssed away she 
was visited by 11, dear sister who h&d not 
"een her for some time, when she said 
soe thought the end wa• near, and ~ha,~ 
the words of the poet were very precious 
to her:-
.. Good hope, thro' grace, lhe saints po·asess. 

The fruit of Jesus righteousne-a, 
And l,y His Spirit" given: 

Fajtb eyes the promise firm and snre, 
And hoi.,e expects for evermore 

To dwell with Christ in Heaven. 
' Good hope is born of sovereign grace, 

-And livel'i in JesnB' ri1?bteousntss, 
With faith, and peace. and love; 

What faith believes good hope desires, 
A.nd after perfect bliss aspire•. 

ID the bright world above." 
After passing 11, very restless night, and 
part of the next dar, she _fell into an 
unconscious sta.te, m which she re
mained till just before the end, when 
she opened her f!Y_es, and looking up as 
though in a, vision, her countenance 
lighting up with 11, heavenly light tor a 
few moments, and then her eyes closl!d 
once and for ever to all eQrthly P!ll? 
and sorrow, and her ransomed sp1nt 

took its flil!'ht to realms of everlasting 
bliss at 4.45 p.m. on June 25th. Her 
mortal remains were laid to rest in 
Kingston Cemetery on June 30th, and 
her funeral sermon W&P preached the 
sa.1110 evening from John xi. 28.-JOHN 
FRANKCOM, 

THOMAS WILLSON, 
-The Sacred Word informs us that 

" the memory of the just is blessed," 
and such statement is truly applioable 
to our departed friend and brother, Mr. 
Thomas Willson, who after a long and 
useful ministerial life "fell on sleep/ 
J11ly 28th, 1904, at St. Ives, Hunts. .tte 
had reached the ripe age• of 87 years. 
Although he had been failing through 
age for some time his death-illness 
was only of about 11, week's duration, 
and the end oame. through heart failure. 
He was conscious until a few hours 
before he gently pas•ed away. His last 
words were "Higher I Higher I" and 
" Beulah." After that his countenance 
lit up with two beautiful smiles, and 
with the smile-remaining still upon his 
fa<Je, his immortal, ransomed spirit fled 
to the eternal heights, to feast at "the 
marriage supper of the Lamb." He wa~ 
11, humble, happy, consiotent follower of 
Christ, and· was known in the locality 
where he lived as the "Singing 
Christian." He often said, 

·' I'm a poor sinner and nothing·at ·an. 
But Jesus Christ is my All-in-all." 

In declaring the works of the Lord 11,nj 
the wonders of redeeming love he found 
his chief delight. This he did in preach-. 
ing, conversation and singing. The 
Lord graciously sustained him &B • a 
preacher for 65 rears. He was interr~ 
at BiggleswadeCemetery on August 1st, 
Mr, S. Raynes (of St. Ives) conducting 
tile service,· He had lived at Cheetertc>n 
(oear C11,mbridge), Biggleswade (Bede.), 
and St. Ives (Hunts.), whilst hie voice 
had been heard in pulpits far and near. 
Many will remember hie genial 
presence, hie loving spirit, and godly 
talk and feel at the same time that the 
worid is the poorer through his absence 
from it, but also rejoice that our "l!)s• 
is his eternal gain."-B. J. N. 

MB. JOSEPH MEAD (of Nunhead). 
We regret to announce the death of 

Mr. Joseph Mead, which_ took place at 
hie residenoe, Ivydale-road, Nunh£ad, on 
Sept. 14th. Mr. 'Mead was much esteemed 
and well-known to most of our London 
8triot Bai,tiet Chnrohes. He W&B for 
many years deacon at the Surre_y 
Tabernacle, and only relinquished this 
offioe to become pastor·of the Churoh at 
Nnnhead Green, which position he held 
till failing health compelled him to 
resign. Hi~ mortal remains were 
interred at Nunhead Cemetery, where 
many friends g-athered to show their 
esteem. We hope to give 11, sketch of 
his career in our next issue. 



tdtgt ~osptl to ~frtrJl ~rtttfurt. 
AN EDITORIAL CHALLENGE. 

THE best way to disprove an untrue statement indisputably is to prove 
its opposite. 

It has recently been asserted that the High ( or consistent) Calvinism 
advocated in this Magazine precludes such ministers as hold it, from 
fully proclaiming the Gospel to sinful men. This we have denied ; but 
we desire to go further, and to advance an actual and practical refutation. 
Will some of our Brethren help us, by furnishing us with Sermons ex
pressly, pointedly and personally addressed to natural or unregenerate, 
e.nd unrepentant sinners, who are (to use John Hazelton's words) "where 
the Fall left them and their sins have.brought them to.,? 

The well-known Discourse by Jonathan Edwards on Dent. xxxii. 35, 
entitled, " Sinners in the Hands of a Holy God" ( which may be had as a 
booklet from the " Stirling Tract Society "J, would be an excellent model 
for the style of Discourse which we have in mind. 

We suggest as its subject Psalm 1. 16: "But unto the wicked, God 
saith," and ask that after an explication of the text, the sermon shall 
deal with the message of the Bible to persons who make no profession of 
religion of any kind, or who are yet more wicked in a hypocritical 
profession of a religion which they do not possess. 

Or if it seems more appropriate, Proverbs viii. 4 might be chosen with 
the same object : " Unto you, 0 men, I call, and My voice is to the sons 
of men." 

If, therefore, in response to this challenge,- any such Discourses should 
be sent us, we offer Two GUINEAS for the one we deem the best, if two 
senior ministerial brethren, to be s-elected by us, agree with us that it 
fairly and fully exemplifies and expresses the Truth of God as we deem it 
should be preached to the unconverted, and is worthy to be printed as an 
"Echo" in our pages. Sbonld none answer to our requirements, we offer 
the small honorarium of ONE GUINEA to the best we receive on the first 
text, if it deals satisfactorily with the subject proposed. We must make 
it a condition that our judgment be regarded as final. 

It is, we believe, known, that when we assumed the Editorship of 
THE EARTHEN VESSEL, in April, 1903, it was with the assurance that we 
should not retain any profits which might accrue to us for our services, 
for our personal use ; and we hope to devote these to a purpose which 
will be of permanent benefit to our loved Section of the Church. "Whiles 
it remains" in our hands, however, "is it not in our own power? " and 
we may be allowed to devote a portion to the encouragement of an effort 
which we think will do good. 

When sent, each should be distinguished by a pseudonym or motto, 
accompanied by the writer's name, in e. see.led envelope. Mistakes in 
spelling, grammar or composition will not be deemed disqualifi.ce.tions, 
while high appreciation will be extended to truthfulness, urgency, and 
tenderness of address and e.ppee.l. EDITOR. 

MODERATION DESIRED.-" A few bo.iks well digested ; a few friends 
well known ; A proportion of means, suited to our ability to use them, 
seem to me far better than being buried in quantity."-Letters of 
Frederick Tryon. 

VoL. LX. NovEMBER, 1904. x 
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"PLEASE TO REMEMBEll THE FIFTH OF 
NOVE:MBER." 

JOSEPH IRONS, of blessed memory (1785-1852), was born on 
November 5th, a fact which, when brought to a knowledge of God 

he regarded as a Divine intimation that he was destined to be a swor~ 
foe to Roman Catholicism ; and, for many Jears, he delivered a special 
Protestant sermon on bis natal-day. We do well to remember the 
witnesses for the truth whom de:i,tb has silenced : that we may learn to 
emphasise their principles, follow their practices, and if God wills leave 
as brave a record behind (Heb. xiii. 7)-

The times are solemn. Papery is making wondrous strides in 
Britain. Ritualism-or as it should be styled, Sacerdotalism-grows 
bolder every day. The priest's firm hand-albeit, for a time, gloved 
in velve"-is clutching the children. The State-aided Church is 
acquiring a down-grade impetus with which, ere long, it may be 
impossible to deal. 

It is sometimes overlooked tbat November 5th is associated with two 
events of vast importance to the cause of God and truth in Great Britain. 

NOVEMBER 5TH, 1605. 

On this day, the plot of the Papists to destroy the members of both 
Houses of Parliament was discovered and defeated. The conspiracy 
had its rise in the wild rage of a few reckless and disappointed men, 
but Catholics of greater fortune were soon admitted to their confidence; 
and furnished money for the project. 

It cannot be denied that the extermination of the Protestant Faith, 
throughout our land, was the end designed, and that the aim of these 
guilty men was to "sweep away the king, the Royal Family and the 
chief nobles and commoners of England at a blow." Wonderful was 
the way in which the plot, though so craftily concealed, became known 
through the family affection of Tresham, wbo at the last moment gave 
a cine to it to his relative, Lord Monteagle. The Recret was kept for 
a year and a half; and to the last was never disclosed. No thanks 
were due to the espionage of a subtle statesman. Gold did not bribe 
to treachery : or malice to the betrayal of a rival. The hand of God 
Himself is seen in bringing these vile counsels to naught. 

This the ministers of the Church of England are bound to 
acknowledge, for have they not a Form of Prayer with Thanksgiving 
to be used yearly on this memorable day?• Noteworthy indeed, are 
some of its sentences :-

* The special service in the Book of Common Prayer, referred to in this 
article, is entitled-" A Form of Prayer with Thanksgiving to be used yearly 
upon the Fifth Day of November for the happy deliverance of King James I. 
and the Three Estates of Englana from the most traitorous and bloody-intended 
massacre by gunpowder. and also for the happy arrival of His Majesty, King 
William III. on this day, for the Deliverance of our Church and nation." 

Our worthy friend, Rev. P. E. Phelps, M.A. an Evangelical Clergyman and 
the author of" The Odes of Horace, in English Verse," informs us that the use 
of this special Service is no longer obligatory, and that only ministers of 
pronounced Protestant views employ it.-EDITOR, 
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" Almighty God, we yield Thee our unfeigned thanks for the 
wonderful deliverance of our King, Queen, Prince, and all the Royal 
Branches ; with the Nobility and Commons of England then assembled 
i.n Parliament, when appointed by Popish treachery as sheep to the 
slaughter, in a most barbarous and savage manner beyond the examples 
-0f former ages. 

" From this unnatural coDBpiracy, not our merit by Thy mercy ; 
not our foresight but Thy providence delivered us. And. therefore, not 
unto us, 0 Lord, but unto Thy name be ascribed all honour and glory, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord." 

We, Dissenters, need no Royal directions as to our petitions, or 
l<'orms of Prayer for our guidance. Anne Steele, from the seclusion of 
her sick chamber at Broughton, however, gave us two verses which we 
may well recall. 
"To Thee, Almighty God we bring the humble tribute of our songs, 
0 tee.oh our the.nkful hearts to sing ; or pre.ise will le.nguish on our tongues. 
When Hell e.nd Rome combined their power, e.nd deemed these Isles their 

certain prey, 
Thy hand forbe.de the fa.tu.I hour; their impious plots in ruin le.y." 

On Lord's-day, November 6th, many hundreds of our readerE will 
join in the act of worship which is one of our most potent protests 
against the vile system whose devotees instigated what we are con
sidering. Had they succeeded, how would our fathers have suffered ! 
If their successors are permitted to carry out their present projects, 
what may be the peril of our children ! Hence, our timely reminder. 
Let us think of it, ere we again assemble in peace and quietness to 
break bread '' till He come." On 

NOVEMBER 5TH, 1688, 

King William III. landed at Torbay, and the hope of Popish ascend
ancy was quashed and liberty of conscience secured to our Native Land. 
Words fail to express a.II that as Prot~stant Dissenters we owe to this 
illustrious Monarch : and great is the gratitude due to Him through 
whose kind providence he came to us. Protestantism was his watch
word. For this he fought and legislated ; and it proved the source of 
his strength. During his reign England gained a series of immortal 
victories ; stood in the field against Louis XIV., the Popish persecutor 
of France; and rose to a height of military fame before unknown. 

The chain of events which led to his assuming the throne clearly 
displayed the working of God's unseen band. What happened on that 
wild and stormy day is an instructive detail, for the same strong east 
wind which speeded the future King to his destination, detained 
James's 1:1hips at Harwich, and so favoured the came of truth. 

This, also, members of the Established Church are bound to recall 
annually and to yield to God their " unfeigned thanks" for " bringing 
His Majesty King William upon this day, for the deliverance of our 
Church and Nation from Popish tryanny and arbitrary power." 

This, too, Disienters at one time made the theme of their grateful 
songs: and tbeir Meetiag Houses rang with Doddridge's noble strains:-
" Obedient winds, e.t God's comme.nd, convey His hero to our le.nd : 

The sons of Rome with terror view e.nd speed their flight when none pursue." 

November 5th was in those times re~arded as a great day by the 
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young. In Rev. J. C. Ryland's Academy, at Northampton, at which 
Dr. Newman, Robert Hall, and one of the sons of William Huntington, 
were educated, the pupils were encouraged to make an effigy of the 
Pope which, when ready, was brought into the schoolroom. A trial 
was held under the presidency of the Princips.l. The accused was 
arraigned, defended and invariably brought in guilty ; and solemnly 
condemned to the flames-the sentence to be carried out that evening. 

We may smile; but the moral pointed by these quaint proceedings 
condones for their slight grotesquene~s. Anything is preferable to 
letting the rising race grow up in ignorance of the past and the lessons 
it enforces. 

The fifth of November should recall what Rome had been, is, and will 
be. If Dissenters had been a tithe as earnest seventy-five years ago in· 
opposing the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829, as they are about to
day's question; had ministers more bodly reiterated thaL Ritualism is not 
a mere matter of elaborated ceremonies bat a system which brings men 
under the dominion of human priests, and makes 8acraments essential 
to salvation ; had Sunday-school teachers aimed at enforcing Protestant 
truth, the Dominant Church (so-called) would not have dared to assume 
her present attitude of arrogance and defiance. Wherefore we pray 
oar readers, one and all, to lift up the voice of testimony, 

"PLEA.SE TO REMEMBER THE FIFTH OF NOVEMRER." 

DIVINE DEALINGS WITH A CHILD. 
(Concluded.) 

" She is not dead-the child of our affection
But gone unto that school 

Where she no longer needs our poor protection, 
And Christ Himself doth rule : 

In that great cloister's stillness and seclusion, 
By guardian angels led, 

Safe from tempte.tion, safe from sin's pollution, 
She live~ whom we ce.11 dead. 

Not as e. ohild shall we a.gain behold her ; 
For when with re.ptures wild 

In our embraces we age.in enfold her, 
She will not be a. child :-

But a. fair maiden, in the Father's mansion, 
Cloth'd with celestial grace; 

And beautiful, with all the soul's expaneion. 
Shall we behold her fa.ce."-LoNGFELLOW. 

CONSIDERA.BLE attention has been devoted in religious literature 
to the certain salvation of the large proportion of the human race 

who die before the dawn of moral accountability. This all Evangelical 
denominations hold, though the system of Divinity which ~ases. bot_h 
the Fall and the Recovery of mankind upon covenant relat10nsh1p, 1s 
the only one which ~ff~c~ually est~blishes it o_n logical ~nd Script~ral 
grounds. Sounder D1vm1ty there 1s not ~han m ~he Epitaph, "scribed 
to Robert Robinson, to the four babes mterred rn the churchyard of 
St. Ives, Hunts. :-
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"Bold Infide!Hy, turn pa.le e.nd die; 
Beneath this atone four infants' ashes lie ; 

Se.y-Are they lost, or saved? 
If death's by sin. they sinned, for they lie here; 
If heaven's for works, in heaven they can't appear. 

Ree.son, e.h I how depraved ! 
Revere the Bible's sacred page, the knot's untied; 
They died, for Adam sinned; they live, for Jesus died!" 

Our object has, however, been, not to insist on Infant Salvation, but 
to consider the happy condition of those who have lived a few years, 
and have then been removed by death, before reaching life's maturity. 

" Around the throne of God in hee.ven, thousands of children stand, 
Children whose sins a.re e.11 forgiven, a holy, happy band: 
On earth they sought the Saviour's grace, on earth they loved His name, 
So now they see His blessed face, e.nd ste.nd before the Lemb." 

Religious literature pre~ents us with many interesting accounts of chil
dren who received the grace of God, and were early summoned to "the 
homeland." 

On September 20th, 1542, Martin Luther had to part with his 
dearly loved daughter, Magdalena, in her fourteenth year. His prayer 
by her dying bed is recorded. " 0 God, I love her much ; but if it be 
Thy will to take her, I shall know that she is with Thee." 

" Lena, my little daughter," he asked, "thou wouldst gladly remain 
here with thy father, but wilt thou not also readily go to thy other 
Father?" "Yes, dear father," the dying child replied," as God wills." 

Beside her coffin, he said, " My beloved Lena, thou art well dis
posed ; thou shalt rise again, and shine like a star ; nay, like the sun. 

Indeed, tho11gh the flesh will not submit, I rejoice in the 
spirit. Parting grieves us beyond all measure. Lord, Thou hast given, 
Thou hast taken away ; blessed be Thy name." 

To Dr. Doddridge and the affecting story of hi~ little Betsy's death, 
we have before referred ; and we might add many similar accounts. 

We recur to the death of Lottie, whose story we ha.ve already related. 
We will transcribe a few more jottings from the second memorandum 
book which we have mentioned, in which she sought to draw up the 
story of her own short life, in the third person. 

SABBATH MORNING MEDITATIONS. 

" On the morning following 'the winter evening' already described, 
the Doctor's closing word~ that she was to keep in bed (she tells us) 
came to her mind. 'Another period of bed,' thought Lottie ; ' I 
wonder why it should always be me that God puts to bed. I should like 
to know why. Perhaps He has something for me to learn-to be 
patient, perhaps; well, I hope I may learn it.' " 

Her father's resignation of his pastorate was a sore trial to the 
dear little maid. Of him she writes that "he had then no chapel, bnt 
was preaching statedly in one, seven miles away, in which he was 
engaged to supply the pulpit for .three months. He came in to Lottie 
for a minute that Sunday morning before he left, just to see how she 
was, and to say 'good-bye.' She gave him a kiss and a hug, for she 
would not see him again till to-morrow. She loved him dearly. and 
Sundays were not half so nice, now he WM always away. 

"She could remember, as she lay, how happy she was two summers 
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ago, when she and her brother used to go to chapel with their mother ; 
how they each held her hand, and took it in turn to find her hymns. 
How proud was Lottie of her parents! Never had there lived, she 
thought, another such a father and mother. 

"She remembered the happy Sunday evenings alone with John and 
mothPr. Should she, could sbe, ever forget them ? She hoped she 
should not, and she did not think God would like her to do so. 

" Child as she was, she did not think that God gave such golden 
evenings as those were, to be wasted and forgotten. 

"' Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow,' 

was one of her favourite hymns then, and she loved it still, though it 
was perhaps not quite her favourite. She had learned others since, that 
she lo.ed better, but still these did not draw her affection from this one, 
for it was the first that Mother taught her, and she remembered very 
plainly some of the talks that Mother had had with John and her about 
it-talks that she thought she should never forget. 

" Then she recalled how she had often, in those days, gone to bed 
saying to herself, • Now I really will try to be good,' and how she had 
tried to be for a day or two, but had gone back to her careless ways, 
and her shelf in the cupboard, that Mother was so particular about, had 
been as untidy as ever. 

" How different Sunday was now ! They .still sang hymns, and 
talked and read and prayed together, but things seemed different, and 
Lottie felt that her father's absence was the cause of it. 

" She had fallen into quite a muse with these thoughts, when her 
mother came in to prepare her for the Doctor. She washed Lottie's 
face and hands, brushed her hair, and shook up her pillows, in a way 
that made her little heart leap, and she pulled her mother to her, and 
pressing- her arms close round her, said, ' Oh Mother, dearie, what 
should I do without you ? ' 

" On examining Lottie's feet, the doctor said that she must remain 
in bed for at least a week, gave several directions about her food, and 
promised to come again on Wednesday. Lottie wondered very much 
what he thought of her, for she noticed the way he had looked at the 
texts in the .cilmanack, and she fancied he regarded them with a kind of 
disgust, while the impatient little jerk with which he bad shut the cover, 
showed no pleasure, but rather, Lottie thought, displeasure. She 
wondered much if the Doctor was a Christi~n, if he had really taken 
Christ as his Saviour, but she did not say anything to her mother 
about it, and indeed she could not have told more than Lottie herself. 

"Lottie was a very impulsive child, and given to burst out all o! a 
sudden when she could repress her feelings no longer, and she cried 
'Oh mother, I could squeeze you.' Her father used to tease her about 
this, and sometimes when he had been watching her, he could guess 
what was coming, and would say exactly as she did, ' Oh mother, 1 
could squeeze you.' 

"She often laughed to herrnlf and called herself silly, but she could 
not help it • it was her nature not to be able to do so, and it was no use 
trying. B~t she felt that her mother understood her perfectly." 

We might add more, but we forbear. We have copied faithfully 
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from the pages written by the poor little hand, now motionless in death. 
We knew the dear child. Every word is characteristic and genuine. 
This simple story, though so fragmentary, may comfort parents who 
have known the sorrow of losing a child. If unbelief in the ability of 
Jesus to save, has made them dark and despondent, let them take heart. 
The grace of God knows no limitation but " the good pleasure of His 
will." His mercy flows where and how He sees best. 

Parents may also gather joy and hope in relation to children who 
are in health and who will probably live long after our heads are laid low. 
The perfect naturalness of Lottie's story has charmed us. She was, we 
believe, a little Christian ; but she was a child nevertheless, and not 
one of those story-book monstrocities which cause sceptics to scoff, and 
which God's living people know are mere impossible creations of the 
imagination. Your boy, dear mother, may be a trying and tiresome 
little radical, and yet possess " some good thing toward the Lord God of 
Israel." Your girl, too, may vex you, with her "untidy shelf. and 
neglected duties," and yet be very precious to Jesus. Thus, may Lottie, 
" being dead," speak a needed word to some tried hearts ! 

H. L. S. 

LESSONS FROM THE LIPS OF THE GREAT 
TEA.CHER. 

BY THOllAS JONES, WANDSWORTH, 

Aiithor of" The Crowning Hope." 

No. 5.-Concerning Man. 
"How poor, how rich, how abject, how august, 

How complicate, how wonderful is man! 
How passing wonder, He who ma.de him such I 
vVho centred in our make such strange extremes r 
From diff'rent natures marvellously mixed, 
Connection exquisite of distant worlds I 
Distinguish'd link in being's endless cha.in I 
Mid way from nothing to the Deity! 
A being ethereal, sullied and absorpt ! 
Though sullied and dishonoured, still divine I 
Dim miniature of greatness a.bsohite, 
An heir of glory! A fro.ii child of dust, 
Helpless immortal! Insect infinite I 
A worm I a. god 1-1 tremble a.t myself, 
And in myself a.m lost." 

WELL might Israel's Royal singer exclaim, " I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made." 

There are, among many, two ways in which man may be contemplated. 
Be is, firstly, a being, consisting of a rational and organical body, 
feeling, reflecting, thinking, contriving, and acting. Secondly, he is 
the possessor of a soul, which is a substance or subsistance. It is no·, 
an accident or quality inherent in a subject, but is capable of subsisting 
without the body. 

In Greek, his name, Anthropos, originated from his turning and 
looking up. He only, in the animated creation, has power to point 
with his finger, as Thomas Cooper quaintly informs us. 
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Our object, however, is to gather instruction on this important 
subject, from the words of the Great Teacher Himself. In His 
teaching our confidence is absolute. Hence in this paper we follow the 
course adopted in its predecessors. The law of Christ, the words of 
Jesus, and no other authority, however plausible, can satisfy our present 
inquiries. 

Take for example John ii. 25 : "He knew what was in man;" and 
did not require that men should bring any testimonials of character to 
Him. As the searcher of hearts, and reader of thoughts, He knew 
man's motives, purposes and tendencies. Such words as these not 
only embody a great fact, but reveal His absolute Deity. "He 
kneu· " all that is hopeful and bright ; and with equal certitude all that 
is dark and depressing. 

Another feature of the Great Teache;:'s instruction claims attention, 
because it clearly defines all that is really valuable about man. Indeed, 
He always expresses a high ideal and appreciation of humanity. Many 
of His words will readily occur, of such weight, Lhat to many of them no 
answer was needed, because the truths He uttered implied something 
beyond the utmost capacity of his hearers. Two examples may be 
cited : the one marked for its simplicity, the other for its profundity. 
" Fear not, ... ye are of more value than many sparrows." In the 
other, greater truth claims our attention-that of profit and loss-" What 
shall a man be profited if he gain the whole world, and forfeit his life ? 
Or what shall a man irive in exchange for his life?" (R. V.). Weighty 
and searching are these profound questions. They suggest the possi
bility of a man's making the present world-in its various forms of 
riches, honour, and pleasure-his supreme pursuit ; and should he give 
himself entirely, by fully surrendering his whole heart to the world, 
what is he profited r There remains the priceless value of his precious 
soul, and the eternal issues which are at stake. Such questions indicate 
that the least important of human beings, is of immense value according 
to the Divine arithmetic. 

To this may be added our Lord's deep consideration for the poor, 
His surprising words about children, and His high reirard for the 
smallest kindness shown to " even the least of His brethren .• , The 
great value of one precious soul in God's sight is taught nowhere more 
strikingly than in the three parables of the lost coin, the lost sheep, and 
the lost son. We infer this from what Jesus said-" I say unto you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God, over one sinner that 
repen teth." 

May we not truly say that the weight of earnestness, and the deep 
solemnity of our Teacher'8 instruction, imply the preciousness of tho~e 
to whom He ministered r His compassion for sufferers, and His 
gracious acts of healing, reveal to us His high estimate of their worth. 

The highest indicatiou of the value Jesus saw in men, was, however, 
His Presence in the world-the errand on which He came-best 
described in His own gracious words : "The Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for 
many." "For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost." Such language exhibits man in his brighter aspect and ho~ds 
out the grand possibility of his salvation, exaltation, and eternal glonfi
cation. Such helpful, hopeful words should pervade the preacher's 
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mind in delivering his Master's message. Let us cultivate the hopeful 
~pirit that our efforts are really fraught with grandest issues-the 
regeneration, reformation, and sanctification of our fellow-men. 

Glad should we be to lay down our pen, rather than proceed to the 
consideration of the darker picture presented by the Great Teacher 
respecting human sin ; but of this also, duty enforces a brief review. 
From His manner of speaking of it, it is evident, that He, at least, 
reckoned it to be of awful magnitude. This we gather from the terrible 
judgment He foretells as awaiting transgre~sors. So strict will it be 
that account must be rendered even for idle words. The punishment 
of one sinful act which He named, would, He solemnly declared, be 
worse than for a man to " have a millstone hanged about his neck and 
be cast into the depths of the sea " (Matt. xviii, 6 ). In all the wide 
range of literature, we get no such impressions of the guilt and woe 
of human wrong-doing as from the words of the Great Teacher. 

From Christ we learn that sin is universal in men, not only in 
avowed profligates and reprobates, but He includes even His own 
followers, as not being free from sin-" If ye, being evil." Sin, accord
ing to the Great Teacher, is indigenous in man. It springs from his 
inner nature. 

Appalling and terrible is the catalogue given in Mark ,ii. : "Out 
of the heart of men proceed evil thonghts, fornication, thefts, murders, 
adulteries, covetings, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, 
railiIJ.g, pride, foolishness; all these proceed from within, and defile the 
man." Such is the true nature of all sin. Black and depressing as this 
list may appear, antiquated as the doctrine of "Total Depravity " 
may be considered by many "Modern Lights," it was the doctrine of 
the prophets, of Jesus Christ, and of the holy apostles. Indeed the 
Bible declares it, hisrory affirms it, and experience confirms it, nor do 
we hestitate to affirm that moral evil is so deeply rooted in us, that we 
cannot of oursel,es cast it out, or get rid of it. For this we need 
something; which is beyond our own power-a new birth by the Spirit 
of God. 

The Grent Teacher, more than once told us that " No man can come 
unto Me except My Father draw him." At tbe 8ame time many were 
His words of encouragement, which are calcnlated to engender a spirit 
of hopefulness. Jesus said, •• Ye mnst be born again," which conveys 
tbe possibility of such blessed experience. All the given ones, "shall 
come," all obstacles even the most formidable shall be removed. His 
redemption ensures our full deliverance ; while His precious blood is 
an efficacious power to cleanse. His grace is invincible, and investg the 
prospects of man's recovery with a new and glorious hope. 

This the great truth embodied in His Divine commission (Mark 
xvi. 15) inspires, for in it He announces a r.idemption sufficient for all 
who are by its gracious message constrained to believe, and who receive 
Him as their Lord and Saviour. 

Finally, the height of perfection and glory to which men may be 
biought appears from the words of our Divine Teacher-" The glory 
which Thou hast given Me, I have given them." 

Thus He anticipates the glorious day when 

" N ea.rest the Throne and first in song 
l\fan shall his ' He.lleluje.hs' raise." 

y 
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FADI~G LEAVES. 

BY J. ANTHOXY GEE. 

"We a.II do fa.de as a leaf" (Psa. lxiv. G). 

RELIGION is personal, social and national, and its absence in eithet· 
form is deplorable. How sad for a man to be without God and 

therefore without hope (Eph. ii. 12). How solemn is the outlook of 
families iu which the Lord is unacknowledged and uuworshipped (Jer. 
x. 2:1 ). How gloomy the future of a nation which neither in its law~ 
nor practices owus the supreme authority of the King of kings : whose 
rulers never kiss ( or do outward obeisance to) the Son, lest He be angry 
and consign the people to di~aster, defeat and oblivion (Psa. ii. 12). 

Our verse refers to the dire results of national irreligion. God's 
ancient people had so sinned as to have forfeited the prosperity and 
prestige which were the tokens of His favour. The autumn leaf, sear, 
withering and ready to fall, was, therefore, an appropriate emblem of 
their state of degeneracy and dishonour. Hence Isaiah's cry, " We all do 
fade as a leaf." 

We, however, do but follow many gracious men, in accommodating 
the words to the general condition of mankind. Leaves when their 
ministry is fulfilled, are doomed to fade. So, "it is appointed unto man 
once to die," and ere they do so, to lose their vigour and beauty and to 
show signs of their impending change. So, dear reader, both the writer 
and yourself, may do well to remember the great lesson of the autumn 
emblems of human mortality. 

I. Leaves, ONE A.ND ALL, fade : men, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, die. 
The great, terrible fiat, pronounced after man's first sin, is of universal 
application. None but those who are alive at the Lord's ~econd advent, 
can evade it. This truth many put from them, and moralists have 
therefore sought to emphasise it. Heathen poets repeated it. Preachers 
have dwelt on it with pathos and power. Every Autumn, as we crush 
under foot hundreds of what were the glory of the Spring, God " spreads 
before us a great parable in which our own decay and death are 
pictorially foretold. 

Have we learned this lesson ? Do we live as those that must die? 
There is no such thing as " a lease of life." We are but " tenants at 
will,'' remaining here only as long as God pleases. 

" See the leaves a.round us falling, dry e.nd withered to the ground:
Thus to thoughtless mortals calling, in e. se.d a.nd solemn sound. 
Youth, on length of de.ys presuming, who the paths of plea.sure tread, 
View us, late in bea.uty blooming. numbered now a.mong the dead. 
Wha.t, though yet no losses grieve thee, gay with health e.nd many a. gra.ce, 
Let not cloudless skies deceive thee, Spring to Autumn must give pla.oe. 
Yearly in our course returning, messengers of shortest stay, 
Thus we preach, be wise in learning, soon will close life's little day." 

The thought makes the natural heart shudde~, and is s?le~n ev~n to 
the living child of God. But " a hope full of immortality bamsbes 
the dread of death-and invests with sweetness, even the lesson of the 
fading leaves. 

II. Leaves fade INEVITABLY-by an unerring and irrever~ible law. 
They have no inherent power of recuperation, and whether blighted or 
blasted, scorched by the sun's glare, or nipped by the Winter's early 
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frost, their decay and fall are certain. The growth of a flower, a~ 
such, may be retarded-it may for a time pine and decline, yet under 
more favourable circumstances revive. Genial warmth may avert the 
consequences of unseasonable cold; and timely showers restore the 
mischief of drought-but the leaf is not so. If its vitality is once 
arrested, or from any cause it begins to whither, it withers to fall, and 
fades to decay. 

So with poor humanity. The cradle is but a prelude to the tomb
and our first breath, the sure precursor of the last. 

"The moment we begin to live 
We then begin to die." 

III. Leaves, as a rule, fade GRADUALLY. The whole foliage of a 
tree does not wither and fall at once. Some leaves-less vigorous than 
others-are swept away by the gusts of Spring. Others, when green and 
full of sap, are detached by the Summer's storm. The greater number, 
enfeebled by the decay of their early strength, yield to Autumn's blast, 
and descend in showers around. A few linger longer in solitary loneli
ness, till they too are one by one detached. 

They thus afford emblems of the variations in human mortality. 
Babes die, like Spring leaves in their pristine beauty. Children die, when 
their developing intelligence and affection inspire sanguine hopes for 
future days. Some are cut off in ripe manhood. The majority fade 
naturally in the Autumn of old age. A few, a very few," by reason of 
strength " are spared, when all that were once their friends and 
associates have departed, like the last leaves that rustle mournfully in 
the Winter wind on the topmost boughs. 

A great writer• commiserates these aged patriarchs. calling their lot, 
"dre,uy indeed." This may be true of godless age. Persons who have 
survived their generation may well sigh, with 0harles Lamb :-

" I he.ve ha.d plo.yma.tes, I he.ve he.d compe.nions, 
In my de.ys of childhood, in my joyful school-days: 
All, a.II a.re gone, the old fe.milie.r faces. 

Ghost-like, I pa.ced round the haunts of my childhood ; 
Ee.oh seemed o. desert I wos bound to traverse, 
Seeking to find the old fe.milie.r faces. 

Thus some he.ve died, e.nd some he.ve gone e.nd left me,, 
And some a.re ta.ken from me : a.II are departed: 
All, all a.re gone, the old fe.milie.r faces." 

The pathos of this, all must feel; but we must remember, that how
ever amiable and gifted the author was, there is no evidence that he 
knew the Lord. The saint, however, though aged, can tune his harp to 
a far different strain. Behold : the chequered past is behind him, the 
glory shines beyond. He is neither lonely nor sad. Listen :-

" Jesus, the vision of Thy fa.ea he.th overpowering ohe.rms, 
See.roe she.II I feel dee.th's cold embrace if Christ be in my e.rms." 

IV. Leaves fade SILENTLY, for all the processes of nature are noise
less and secret. So with mankind. We know not when our frames 
reach their culminating point of strength, or when decadence begins. 
Not one man in a thousand is consciously older to-day than he was 

*Rev.Hugh Me.cmille.n in "Bible Teachings in Nature," to which the 
author is indebted for some of the e.bove thoughts. 
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yesterday. Few perceive the traces of time's finger-work on the reflected 
face which greets them from their mirror every morning. Yet slowly, 
surely, silently-this is taking place. Strange that we should notice 
change in others yet be so oblivious to it in ourselves. " All men think 
all men mortal but themselves," and not unfreqnently censure others fo: 
not preparing for death, while they themselves are far from doing so. 
Thus poor humanity-apart from " the wisdom that is from above"
is a mass of self-delusion. Men mistake resolutions for reformation : 
morbid thoughts for holy desires : sentiment for spirituality : reflections 
on the conduct of other~, for being right themselves. " 0 that they were 
wise, that they would consider " the end to which each tick of the clock 
and each pulse of their blood is so surely, though so imperceptibly 
hastening them ! 

V. Leaves fade IN DIFFERENT WAYS. The appearance of leaves ere 
thi;y fall, is very varied. 'l'he Autumn beauty of some exceeds even that 
of their Spring days. The oak is never so grand as in the early weeks 
of October. The beach-leaves blaze with rich tints of gold and orange, 
ere they fall : and those of the American Creeper Ampelopsis hedera 
(familiar to all who have gardens near the Metropolis), glow with a rare 
blending of yellow and auburn, all their own, till displaced at last. 

On the other hand there are leaves which rot as they fade, and like 
those of the sullen birch, are often black, sodden and foul before they 
descend to the dank soil beneath. 

So some characters are beautiful as life's end draws nigh-thankful 
for the past, and peaceful in the present,-patient, gracious, and grate
ful. Their very faces seem to reflect the glory that is before them, as 
they sing to the Lord they love : 

" By long experience I ha.ve known Thy sovereign power to se.ve, 
By Thy comma.nd I venture down securely to the grave." 

Not so is the end of many of the wicked. Pettish, peevish, viewing 
the past with regret and remorse, and contemplating the future with 
terror-they are almost hideous in life's last days. God have mercy on 
them in their pitiful condition, though at the elevrnth hour I 

Reader, we have but reported the message of the falling leaf. "We 
mu,t needs die "-but how will it be with ue in our last hour? How, 
when the change comes ? 

Again, if our lives, even as Christians are so brief, to what account 
are we turning them ? Opportunities come and go. Are we using the:n 
as we might? Each withered 1-:af bids us utilise the present-for the 
future is all uncertain. What to-day is feasible, may to-morrow be an 
absolute impossibility-.:md Oh, the sadnes~ of words that might have 
been spoken and kindly actions which would have cost so little, but 
which now ar~ for ever beyond our power. 

" 'Tis not for man to trifle : life is brief e.nd sin is her" ; 
Our e.ge is but the falling of e. leaf, e. dropping tear. 
We have no time to sport away the hours, 
All should be earnest in this world of ours." 

UKITY AND DIVERGENCY.-Christian men "may really agree at 
heart, though differing in expression. Our hymns e~pr~~~ a variety of 
views. We need not brand each other as 'heretics. -Letters of 
Frederick Tryon. 
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THE TWO WAYS. 
BY A. E. HEALFF, LEICESTER. 

(Concluded from page 310.) 
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"Wide ia the gate, and broad ia the way, tha~ leadeth to destruction. . .. 
Strait is the gate, and narrow is the wa.y, which lea.deth unto life." -Matt. vii. 
13, 14. 

WE have already (page 309) considered the broad road here indicated 
by the Redeemer, in which the " many" are to be found. We 

endeavoured ia a Scriptural but pictorial H1anner to describe it, and to 
portray the various characters which are included in the term, "many " 
in the Word of God. We then turned attention to the" Narrow Way," 
which is entered by the "Str.1it Gate,' so called because it is small 
and unattractive to the natural mind. We now proceed to consi.ier why 
it is styled 

THE STRAIT GATE. 

This it is because a gate of humility and penitence. It is a " Bab-el
maudeb," a" gate of tears." It stands upon a" Bridge of Sighs," and 
resembles the little doors called in the East the" Needle's Eye," through 
which no camel can pass without crouching, sque~zing, and the unlading 
of its burden. Through it, therefore, none pass without many groans 
and struggles. It is, then, not surprising that the gay and sprightly of 
this world sidle from it in disgust. 

Let us, however, for a moment, approach, aud listen to the utter
ances of those who are striving to get through. "0 wretched man that 
I am ! " cries one ; and others are heard to exclaim, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner ; " " Lord remember me ; " " Whither shall I flee ? " or 
"Lord, sive or I perish ! " These recall the Redeemer's injunction
" Strive (or agonize) to enter in at the strait gate." Manifestly, there
fore, so to do is far from easy. 

It is a "strait gate," because it i.s Christ, and He only. " I am the 
Door;" "I am the Way." Hence His g1·acious words:-" Knock, and 
it shall be opened ; " " Come unto Me ; " " Incline your ear and come ; " 
" Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out ; " or " He that 
believeth on Me hath everlasting life." Thtre is no other door of hope 
for the sin-burdened soul ; and those who miss it, will ever grope in 
darkness. Thither, however, every Divinely-enlightened soul is led by 
God the Holy Ghost. 

We further notice that this " strait gate " leads into 

A NARROW WAY. 

Why so-called ? Perhaps, because there is room for one only to walk at 
a time. Men do not get saved in the bulk, if one may so speak. All 
have to repent, believe, enter in, and walk by faith alone. Each must 
have individual dealings with Lhe Ft1ther and the Son (1 John i. 8). 
Go!!pel religion is, from its nature, a persona.I-matter. None enter with 
the crowd ; for indeed there is no crowd here, since "few there be that 
find it." " Ye shall be gathered one by one." It is, therefore, a 
" 110rrow way," and one needs to look well unto his goinga. Yet "all 
the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth." It is written, "They are 
a.II plain to him that understandetb, and right to them that find know
ledge ; " e.nd "the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein." 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

We, neverthele8s, need the utmost caution, for it is a way beset on 
either side with snares and dangers. Pit-falls abound, and man-traps 
are set by the great enemy, on the right hand and on the left. The 
path, however, is quite safe to watchful and humble walkers. ·• A high
,rny shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called the way of holiness; 
Lhe unclean shall not paES over it, but it shall be for those . . . no lion 
shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon ; but the 
redeemed shall walk there." 

Travellers have at times to overlook fearful precipices, for the way is 
ever upward. Some, not giving sufficient heed, as they were warned to 
do, have fallen over. Such must inevitably have been destroyed, had 
not God's watchful angels borne them up (Psa. xxxiv. 7 ; Heb. L 14). 
Peter fell over once, and that fall caused him much weeping afterwards. 
David, on a certain occasion, fell almost to the bottom of one of these 
frightful chasms (2 Sam. xi.), and he afterwards prayed to God to make 
his broken bones rejoice (Psa. Ii. 8). 

At various points there are difficulties to encounter, storms of 
sorrow, hurricanes of temptation, and foes to face ; yet all Zion's true 
travellers are eventually made "more than conquuors through Him 
that loved us." How narrow then is this way. It runs stn1,ight a:, a 
line between Arminianism on the one hand, and Antinomfanism on the 
other. "Pharisaic zeal and Antinomian security are the two engines of 
Satan, with which he grinds the Church in ail ages, as hetwixt the 
upper and the nether millstone. The space between them is much 
narrower, and harder to find, than most men imagine. . None 
can shew it us but the Holy Ghost. Here, let no one trust the directions 
of his own heart, or of any other man ; lest by being warned to shun 
the one, he be dashed against tbe other. The distinction i@ too fine for 
man to discern ; therefore, let the Christian ask direction of his God." 
(Preface to Hart's Hymns). Yet, and here lies our comfort, although 
so narrnw, "it leadeth unto life." 

"Though the way be narrow," writes Beveridge, "it is not long ; 
and though the gate be atrait, it opens into everlasting life." But con
cerning the other it is written, "There is a way, that seemeth right unto 
a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." 

0 to be in this "narrow way," since comparatively "few there be 
that find it." Yet, although this is "a path which no fowl knoweth," 
and which the vulture's eye hath not seen, there are a " few " who do 
find it. These are all grace-taught and heaven-directed, or tht::y would 
miss it, like the rest. 

Reader, if you desire deliverance from sin, and long for holiness ; 
if this world has become a wilderness to you, and you are dra.wn to the 
Lord, and to His people, you have found it. To such as have not yet dis
covered it, but are seeking, the Redeemer ~ays," Seek and ye shall find." 

THE QUEEN'S RECORD JUBILEE, 1897.-" I felt grieved at the 
general effect of the Queen's procession stopping to receive any spe~ial 
notice from Roman Catholics. It was putting Protestants in a trymg 
position, who were taking part in that procession. There wer~ t1~es 
when the advisers of the Crown would not have propos~d such a thmg. -
Letters of Frederick 1'ryon. 
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SOME LESSONS FROM A LOYAL LIFE. 

FREDERICK TRYON, 1813-1903. 

THIS good man's "Memento"" has stirred our soul to a solemnity 
which recalls our experience when the "Life and Letters" of 

James Charles Philpot came into our possession in 1875; and the book 
has suggested a few thoughts which we venture to record. 

" The pe.th of sorrow, and the.t path alone, 
Leads to the Land where sorrow is unknown." 

This is an unvarying law in the kingdom of grace ; but the burdens 
borne by heaven-bound pilgrims differ according to the wise ordering 
and good pleasure of Him Who •• deals well " with each "according 
unto His Word." 

This honoured child of God was favourP.d above many. Of ancient 
and honourable descent, highly educated, happy in his family and con
nections, and lifted by a kindly providence above the res angustce domi 
or straitened circumstances of home-he was spared much which makes 
life hard to others. But" the Lord trieth the righteous," and never 
imparts faith without subjecting it to tension and strain, which the 
wealthy and cultured, as well as the poor and illiterate of His living 
family, must alike experience. 

" The souls that would to Jesus press must fix this firm and sure, 
That tribulation more or less they must, they shall endure." 

This book is, therefore, valuable as a record of the life of a child of 
God whose trials were principally spiritual ; who communed with his 
own heart with assiduous fidelity ; and who, when transient clouds 
intervened between him and his God, was often moved to cry once more 
for "clear shining after rai:1." Soul-trouble is of all sorrow the most 
acnte ; and the extracte from the diary-never intended for other eyes 
-will cheer many to whom the life of faith is, as Hart styles it, a 
" paradox," and, perhaps, tear off the garb of flimsy profession from 
some who have too lightly assumed that they are right with God. 

His history is simple. His school days over, he matriculated at 
Trinity College, Cambridge ; but, like Lord Tennyson and his friend, 
Arthur Henry Hallam, who preceded him by a year or two, he, Wt'

judge, left the University without taking a degree. He, however, 
formed the valuable friendship of the grandson of Sir Richard Ark
wright, of Cromford, Derbyshire, the inventor of the spinning jenny. 
Though irreligious in those days, grace had then touched the heart of 
this young m1m, who had become the devoted clergyman of the above 
parish. Through him, in 1835, Frederick Tryon was led into a profes
sion of the letter of Evangelical religion, which led to his engagemeqt 
as curate at Wirksworth, an adjacent village. Like his friends, Tiptaft 
and Philpot, he was thus a preacher in the Church of England before 
he knew the Lord. 

In 1836, however, he underwent the great change through which all 
the elect and redtemed of God must pass ; and, after " much darkness 
and distress of soul," "faith rose in his heart to believe that the suffer
ings of Jesus, referred to in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, had atoned 
for his sins." Thus his vital religion commenced 

• "A Sme.11 Memento of Frederick Tryon." Reviewed on page 317. 
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He was subsequently inducted to the living of Deeping St. James, 
Lincolnshire, and at first strove to fnliil tbe duties of his position witli 
a good conscience. Thi,, however, proved impracticable, and in 1839 
he was compelled to se,·er his connection with the Established Church, 
became a Baptist minister, and laboured in the chapel erected for the 
congregation which be won gathered, for over sixty years. 

He was thus one who bad to take up a heavy ct·oss when followin~ his 
Master in His sweet service. '' He neve1·," says his son, "r,p~nted of 
the step he then took." We rejoice to know this. None are real losers 
who make sacrifices for Christ, and E:.l\ who feel that their chosen asso
ciations are prejudicial to real spiritual usefulness should "cease to do 
evil '' that they may " learn to do well " and take a decided side with 
Christ-albeit with faint and faltering hearts-" without the camp, 
bearing His reproach." 

N everthele@s, this bold step did not sterilise his heart towards other 
gra::ious men, nor· prevent his regarding with affection many whose 
views differed widely, in non-essentials, from his own. 

In 1835-before he savingly knew the Lord-he visited Scotland, 
which he ever after regarded with interest. Some of her ministe, s 
whose names are generally venerated have honourable mention in these 
pages. For instance, in a letter to his sister-in-law in 1854, he gives 
hi, impressions of a visit to the little town of Tullibody, where he was 
the guest of the minister, Mr. Stevenson, and his lady. "I was miser
able," he says, "on leaving them on Saturday. I tbink I never parted 
with such a pair. There is something in them you must love." Under 
the ministry of Dr. A. Moody Stewart, on the subsequent Saboath at 
Edinburgh, he bad" a good time." "He bas (he 8ays) no outward 
attractions, but spoke as one who lcnew the Lord." The communion 
followed, though as a consistent Strict Baptist be, of course, did not par
take; but be tarried and beard Dr. John Duncan, the Professor of 
Hebrew at Kew College, who was often styled ''· Rabbi," on account of 
his unequalled knowledge of that language. To this he refers forty
three years afterwards in a letter to Mrs. Wakeley : "I was once m 
Moody Stuart's church in Edinburgh-Free St. Luke's. Dr. Duncan 
was there. An open space before the pulpit was his walk during the 
service-a 'Communion service.' He disturbed no one. He seemed 
oblivious of what his body was doing ; his mind was so absorbed. His 
harmless eccentricities were many. I loved a sight of him." 

The same extent of Christian appreciation appears in a letter t_o his 
son in 1871. "We cannot be either Mr. Huntington, Mr. Philpot, 
Moody Stewart, or Dr. Brown." 

In 1872 the late John Gadsby introduced Mr. Tryon by name to 
the writer, as a wel'-known leader of what we should style "the 
Standard Party." It is, therefore, refreshing to know that these. de:i,r 
brethren then deferred to one whose spirituality was so broad m _its 
appreciation, for this Dr. Brown was the distinguished Presby~r1an 
preacher and commentator whose life-story was so well told by Dr._ Ca1,~~s, 
and of whom we know most through the wonderful "apprec,at10n lil 

l..tis son's "Horre Subsicivre." These are far from being all the references 
of a similar character in this volume. '' I like the Scotch Psalms and 
their use much," he say6 ; and adds, respecting the Tullibody pastor 
;j,nd his people, that "th~y are not in the drift of the 'Marrow of 
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Modern Divinity,' or in that of Marshall"; and seem, '' as it were 
children of Dr. Love, with a good mixture of Rutherford in thei; 
veins." 

All Christians suffer loss who do not seek a measure of this beautiful 
spirit. Denominationalism, or adherence to those who, in our judg
ment, follow the Lord most fully, is commendable ; but the sectarianism 
which closes the heart to all who do not belong to one's own party is 
pernicious and hateful. The light of truth shines in unlooked-for 
places, and grace is exemplified in many whose creed would not be 
phr~sed like our own. We, as a section of the Church, have suffered 
much from ignoring these things. The apathy and contempt which 
some brethren have expressed towards holy mtln and devoted Christian~ 
have stirred our hear~ to pain. Good men dwarf themselves thus, and 
come under the censure that, " meisuring them~elves by themselves, and 
comparing themselves among themselves, they are not wise" (2 Cor. x. 
12). 

(To be concluded. D. V., in our next.) 

THE TRUE CITIZEN. 
BY W. ROWTON-PARKER, FORMERLY OF CROW-LE, DONCASTER. 

MUCH is advanced in the present day about citizenship and patriotism. 
None, however, can be in the strictest sense, either true patriots or 

-citizens, who have not the fear of God before them, and the grace of 
God as an operative principle in their hearts. The vital question then 
for all to ask alike of themselves and others, ill not so much, "Are we 
prepared to die" as" whether we are fitted to live?" 

"Not many lives, but only one ha.ve we
One, only one; 

How sa.cred should tha.t one life evor be
Tha.t na.rrow spa.n I 

Da.y a.fter da.y filled up with blessed toil, 
Hour a.fter hour still bringing in new spoil," 

Baine well insists that "singulat· piety in degenerate times is dear to 
-God." Some even in Sardis lived pure and holy live3; and, as Bede 
says, " He knows His own sheep as He knew Moses by name, and the 
names of His own are written in heaven." He best" serves his genera
tion " who most earnestly serves his GJd. This is little considered. 
Hence, much of the evil that is daily committed, arises. How can it be 
otherwise? "When the wicked be!lreth rule, the people mourn. When 
·the righteous are in authority," and then only, "do they rejoice" (Prov. 
xx1x. 2). "Without Me ye can do nothing," is the Master's declaration, 
nothing, that is, which is right or commendable. He then is the true 
citizen and patriot, and he only, who stands up for truth and righteous
neBB in Lhe face of all difficulties; who keeps himself strenuously, and 
by God's help from all ~urrounding contagion. 

~o these the Lord promises two things : "They shall walk with Me 
in white," and "shall sit down on My throne" (Rev. iii. 4, 21 ). 

Such shall be confessed before all worlds, as belonging to Christ, as 
sh11rers of His glories. They shall '' never die." but shall be for ever 
-citizens of the new and heavenly kingdom. Kept by sovereign grace, 
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their names stand not merely on marble columns, or in historic annals, but 
on the august roll of citizens in heaven. 

Are our names there, beloved ? This is the paramount and vital 
question for each of us to ask. Are they of that undying order which 
will be recorded with Christ's dear name in heaven ? Compared with 
t,his, all other matters of enquiry are but trivial. However humble our 
name, if it is inscribed there. we are and shall be illustrious and happy 
for ever! 

To all sudi the companionship of Christ is clearly promised. Baine 
again observes that " as sin, in Scripture, is expressed under the figure 
of nakedness, to signify the shame and danger to which it exposes us, 
so, on the other band, the righteousness of Christ, holy principles and 
dispositions of heart as exemplified in the life, are set forth under the 
.tigure of a garment : what clothes are to the body that are_ these to the 
soul, at once its protection _and ornament." 

Archbi~hop Trench likewise forcefully explains the figure of "walk-
i □gin white,'' in these words:-" Here are many promises in one: the 
promise of life, for none but the living can walk, the dead are still ; of 
liberty, for it is the free that walk, not those that are bound or fettered ; 
of beauty, for tbe grace and dignity of long g;irrnents only appear fully 
when the person wearing them is in motion. It is, therefore, said that 
the scribes "desire to walk in long garments." It also denotes a par
taking of the dignity, happiness, and service of our Lord in the w_orld 
ro come. There is a singular propriety in the fact that Christ promises 
as a reward for keeping our garments white and clean while here below, 
that there shall be continuance and increase of purity and holiness in 
the world above. So that a holy life, not only fits us for good citizen
ship now and here; but is a foretaste and earnest of our inheritance in 
heaven; the absolute parity of our future state is its charm and its goal. 

If the feelings that thrill the writer are to any extent shared by his 
reader, then, surely "l"l"e shall turn like the flower to the sun in our peril 
from the adverse circumstances of life, and even from our earthly joy to
Him who walks among the golden candlesticks, and pray that we may 
be guided, counselled, kept, and sanctified; as says the poet :-

" Oh, step by step I do Thou direct our way, 
And give Thy grace like manna day by de.y ; 
The stores of yesterday will not suffice, 
To-morrow's sun to us may never rise; 
Safe only when our souls are stayed on Thee, 
Rich only in Thy love, we know our poverty." 

Then, without question, the record of our lives shall show:-
" That step by step, the Lord His suppliants led, 

And gave them daily grace, like daily bread; 
By sea, on shore, through all their pilgrimage, 
In rest, in labour, to their le.test age I 
Sharp though their trials, and their comforts scant, 
God we.a their refuge, and they knew no want." 

"THE AMEN "-A FRAGMENT IN VERSE. 

" WE bless Thee, 0 Thou great Amen, 
Jehove.h's pledge to sinful men, 

Confirming e.11 His word; 

No promises a.re doubtful then, 
For all are ' yea' and e.ll 'Amen,' 

In Jesus Christ. our Lord.·' 
--JAMES, 
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"MOST CLEARLY SEEN WHE~ ALL 1S DARK 
AROUND." 

" A light tha.t shineth in 11, da.rk pla.ce."-2 Peter i. 19. 

WHAT a precious heritage are the promises of God ! " Exceeding 
great and precious" always, yet at times seeming 10 shine with 

greater glory than at others. 
Standing on the cliffs at a south coast watering place, one dark, but 

clear night, I gazed at the distant lights, across the water, which shone 
with unwonted brightness. To a friend who -was with me, I mid, 
'· What a beautiful, clear night, I suppose this is why we see yonder 
lights so distinctly." 

A native, who overheard the remark, replied," Sir, you can see them 
thus plainly. because the night is so dark." I did not question the 
observation, but it gave rise to the thought, " How true this also is of 
the promises of God." 

In the Christian's experience, there are not only days but nights, 
and sometimes very dark ones ; but there are lights in that darkness, 
which shine most brightly then. Such a night we well remember. How 
dark it was, but as the far-off lights shone so brilliantly acro;;s the sea, 
MO the words which came to our mind, rnemed to have a new lustre in 
their wondrous grace, '' I will hold thy right hand," and we could say 
with renewed confidence, "All's well." 

A child feels safe in the dark, when his father holds his hand. 
JAMES. 

EXPERIENCE UNWI8F.LY PREDOMINATED.-" The common (ordinary) 
preaching of what is called 'experience' is not healthy. There is no 
food in it-nothing to draw the soul towards God-Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. It rather tends to settle people down in a powerless hope, 
and a fatalist spirit. We need a revealed Christ according to His Word." 
-Letters of Frederick Tryon. 

DEATH AS VIEWED THROUGH CHRIST.-" Have lately enjoyed the 
truth, as o, substance, that death is behind the child of God. He died 
(in His Surety and Substitute) about eighteen hundred years ago. 
Death without its sting, is a falling asleep in Jesus. Heh. ii. 1-±, 15, 
with chap. ix. !l, latter part. Also Rom. vi. and Gal. ii. 20, were opened 
to me on the point, and I felt their force beyond what I had before."
Diary of Frederick Tryon. 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.-" At one time the Established Church 
was considered 'a bulwark against Papery,' but time bas proved the 
reverse. She is leavened with Papery. Many of her ministers despise 
her Articles. All parties seem in a transition stage. A blight has come 
over tbe Nation. The moth and the worm are at the root of all that is 
corruptible. The former fair appearance of many is giving place to 
scepticism, doubts on inspiration, leaning on Papery, etc. Sovereign grace 
alone can counteract the poison."-Letters of Frederick Tryon. 

SPURGEON AND THE TABERNACLF..-1 was stunding, with others, 
by him on the platform, on the Friday before its re-opening in 18GG, 
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when it had been closed for repairs, and be bad pre1ched for five Sunde.J s 
iu the Agricnltural Hall. As we looked round at the great empty build
ing, he said, '' I'm wondering how I shall get on in this pill-box of a 
pla(le after preaching in that immense Hall. I shall blow the walls out 
if I ra.ise my mice too mucb."-John Hopeful. 

In rntmoriam. 
CHARLES HILL, OF STOKE ASH. 

ON the stone above the grave in which all that was mortal of our dear 
Friend was laid in January last, the following inscription now appears:-

SACRED TO THB MEMORY OF 

CHARLES HILL : 
FORTY-FI\"E YEARS MD!ISTER OF TUE ADJOINING CHAPEL. 

BORN AuGGST 16TH, 1820. DIED JANUARY 19TH, 1904. 

'' There shall be no night there." 
"Neither shall there be any more pain." 

"His servants shall serve HrM." 
ALSO OF 

LEAH, 
Lon:s:G WIFE OF THE .ABOVE : 

BORN JAJiUARY 28TH, 1823. DIED JUNE 12TH, 1901. 

" Then are they glad because they be quiet." 
" So He giveth His beloved sleep." 

In the Chapel, above the Platform from which he so long preached, a 
Mural Tablet also bears these words :-

This Tablet is erected by 
His Children and Grandchildren 

IN LO\'ING MEMORY OF 

CHARLES HILL, 
WHO DIED JANUARY 19TH, 1904, 

IN HIS EIGHTY-FOURTH YEAR. 

For forty-five years Pastor of the Church of God in 
this place. 

He was deeply attached to the Doctrines of Sovereign 
Grace, and devoted the splendid energies of a long 

life to their extension and defence. His seals 
were many: his influence for good extensive. 

"Hii, record is on high." 
" They rest from their labours and their works do 

follow them." 
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"FAREWELL" TO A BELOVED PASTOR. 

(Coinposed when a Child of Fifteen Years.) 

ONlll we love is soon to leave us, Here again Wb hope to meet him 
One we love, and love so well; With the saints of God below ·' 

Oh I those words how full of sadness, Here we hope to give him greeti~g, 
Only those who love ca.n tell. And our true affection show. 

Soon to lea.ve us, say not never, But, and if the call to Heaven 
Never here to meet a.go.in; Comes to him we love so dear; 

If the parting were for ever, If the signal word is given, 
This would give us greater pain. Saying, Death is drawing near; 

Not for ever, hope must brighten, Then above, when life is over, 
Happiness will come age.in; We she.II meet to po.rt no more, 

This our sorrow must enlighten, And with all the saints for ever, 
Joy must triumph over pa.in. Dwell on that eternal shore. 

Unto God whose love's so boundless, 
Deeper the.n our love could be, 

She.II we render all the praises, 
Through a long eternity. HETTY. 

REVIEWS. 

The Histwy and Faith of John 
Narrow Mind, written under the 
similitude of e. Dream, by Alfred 
Dye. Fe.rncombe e.nd Son, 30, Im
perial Buildings, Ludge.te Oircus, 
E.C. 

THE author is evidently 11, gracious and 
thoughtful man, and, having formed 
his own opinions on the Pe.rliamentary 
Election• which cannot be far distant-
Baptism-the Relation of the Le.w to 
the Gospel, and other important sub
jects; he he.s ventured on the difficult 
task of seeking to express hie ideas 
e.llegorically as if they emane.ted from 
personages presented to hie mind in a 
very long, but singularly vivid and 
consistent dree.m. We cannot say the.t 
he has me.nifested much power to te.ke 
his readers into the realms of fe.ncy, or 
(as Macaule.y says of Bunyan), "to 
give to the abstract the interest of tho 
conorete." In fact, verisimilitude is so 
lacking the.t we question whether any 
reo.ders could he so imaginative as to 
follow the ne.rrative e.s if it were fa.et. 
The idea of these long conversations 
having been dree.med is, therefore, no 
advantage, e.nd the chare.cters might 
as well he.ve been represented as 
actually conversing in a train or a 
drawing-room. On the other ho.nd, if 
the fictitious characters are clumsily 
conceived, many of the sentiments are 
fraught with importance, and render 
the book worthy of purchase and 
perusal. What, however, can we make 
of the assertion that " some a.re led by 

the Spirit to be baptized in water 
before they are pardoned, as witness 
Saul, and what Ana.nie.s se.id to him, 
'Arise, and wash away thy sins' 
(Acts xxii. 16)?" The passage cited is 
indeed 11, difficult one ; but we strongly 
believe that the future Apostle was e. 
heaven-born believer e.nd had received 
the e.ssure.nce of the forgiveness of his 
sins before his baptism by Anania.a. 
The Gospel Magazine, October, 1904. 

Arnold, 74, Strand, W.O. Sixpence. 
THIS long-loved serial me.inlains its 
high position e.s the oldest and best of 
the undenominatione.l mage.zines which 
contend for the essentie.l truths of the 
doctrines of sovereign grace. The a.hove 
contains 11, striking portre.it of Rev. W. 
l\farsh, M.A., e.nd savoury o.rtioles by 
Dr. Ormiston himself, 1md other 
approved evangelical writers, o.nd is an 
excellent number. The Editor's diffi
culty seems to be the pe.ucity of those 
who write in the interests of God's 
pure truth-no fewer than twenty-five 
of his pe.ges being devoted to reprinted 
articles by Dean Le.w, Dr. Croly, and 
from tile Gospel Magazine of 1769. 
True to its second title, the Protestant 
Beacon still me.intains its opposition 
to Ritualism and Rome.nism-e.nd the 
testimony given is solemn and sweep
ing. The pa.re.graphs, clipped from the 
English l'hurchm,in, on our King's 
o.ttendiog Mo.ss at Marienbau last 
AuguRt., are worthy of devout attention, 
as is the late Dr. Croly's " England 
the Fortress of Christianity." The 
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latter, howeYer, called for a little the Protector bad not been published 
editorial revision. T11e Rec\or of Sr. in 1829, and the Doctor bad not the 
Stephen's. \\'albrook. was far from a opportunities of studying bis reme.rk
reliable writer. Though we are what able character which we possess. We 
would be called ·• Conservative,'' cind may add t,hat we deem the " Ce,tholic 
would •·honour·• both the o_tfice and Emancipation Act" of 1829 a mon
person of "the King in the fear of strous mistake, the further results of 
God," we demur to the statement that which England will have to rue to the 
·• Cromwell was a murderer." etc. (page end of time. 
626). Carlyle's "Life and Letters" of 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

METROPOLITA~ ASSOCIATION OF White, Mutimer, Abrahams, Appleton, 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. , Guy, Holden, Jones, Beecher, Belcher, 

HALF-YEARLY MEETING. 
Pallett, C. West, A. West. Cooper, 
Parnell, Robinson, and Fricker. 

MOUNT ZION, Hill-street, is to me,ny 11, A very gratifying statement was 
house of sweet memories, and here, on , made by the secretary of the Pastors' 
October 14th, the pastors and delegates , Benevolent Fund as to the present posi
of the Churches assembled for the half- , tion thereof, and he stated tba.t he had 
yearly meetin~. with him II cheque for a further £500 

The president, pastor E. White, occu- for the fund. 
pied the chair, and, after the opening I The subject of Home Mission work 
hymn had been sung, he read the l22ud has had the consideration of the Com
Psalm. This was followed by prayer ' mittee for some time, and though sug
by brethren Easter, of Bassett-street, : gestions ha.d been made at previous 
and Waite, of Clapham. , meetings of the delegates, they had not 

The chairman, in opening the pro- I been considered practicable. 
ceedings, said he had been thin.king of Brother T. Jones, of Wandsworth, 
the words •' whither the tribes go up," : read the outlines of a. scheme for Home 
in connection with the days of gather- ' Mission work, which had been approved 
inge. He said: We are all gathered, by the Committee, who recommended 
each in hie place, around the ark of its adoption. 
God. We should contend earnestly for I Pastor E. Mitchell, in well-chosen 
the faith once delivered to the saints. , words, moved the adoption of the 
When the tribe~ marched, Judah occu- ' scheme. 
pied the front rank. From Judah our This was seconded, and the same wa.a 
Lord came, and He must ever occupy unanimously adopted. 
the prominent place in the ministry. It was arranged to hold the Annual 
The tribe of Levi wa.e nearest to the Meeting at Soho. 
ark, and even so it was needful for the The schoolrooms were well filled for 
minister to keep near the Master, to I tea.. 
walk closer to Him. Though there were In the evening, after several brethren 
many tribes, they were united, and one had engaged in pra,yer, Mr. Mitchell 
of the objects of our gathering was was graciously helped in delivering a 
unity; when division came, disaster discourse from Mark iv. 26-29. 
followed. Some tribes were more 
numeroue than others, but a.11 belonged 
-to the Lord. They ea.me to bear testi
mony for the Lord. Maintaining His 
truth and ordinances, a.e delivered, and 
holding fast thereto, they g&thered to 
pra.ise Him for the help that He had 
given. 

Mr. J. Ee.ster, of Bassett-street, Mr. H. 
J. Ga.Hey, of West Ham, Mr. Sa.pey, of 
Soho, and Mr. Throssell, of Meopham, 
were received into the Associution as 
pa.store of the Churches named, ea.oh 
~ecei ving kindly words of welcome from 
our esteemed president. 

The following brethren were elected 
by ballot to enter office in March next: 
-Preaident, E. Mitchell; Vice-President, 
·G. W- Thomae; Committee - Messrs. 

CATWORTH, HUNTS.-The name of 
Ba.rn~rd will ever be fragrant to the 
lovers of truth in this quiet little 
village. In his own garden he built a 
ea.nctua.ry for God, where ma.ny pre
cious souls have been brought to the 
Master's feet, and the household of 
faith continually fed with His rich 
provision. This faithful servant of 
Christ has long since gone to rest, but 
his mantle has fallen on his son, Mr. 
Ja.mes Barnard, of Thrapeton, whose 
solicitude for the Cause of his Lord is 
well known to all the servants of Christ 
who minister to His flock here. Though 
living eight miles from the little eano• 
tuary. our brother's seat is seldom 
vacant, but all weathers those journeys 
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to e.nd fro a.re ta.ken, the love of Christ 
conetre.ining e.nd euste.ining too. Brother 
Ayres, the godly station master e.t Kim
bolton, is e. fellow-deaoon, e.nd these, 
with e. be.nd of willing helpers, gave a 
we.rm welcome to friends from neigh
bouring Churches on Thursday, Sept. 
22nd, when the the.nksgiving service for 
e.nother he.rvest we.s held. The writer 
we.e the pree.che·r e.fternoon e.nd even
ing, e.nd the te11timony of the people e.e 
to the Me.eter'e presence, hie own soul 
could endorse. Me.y the seed sown bee.r 
fruit to Hie glory in THE he.rvest, e.nd 
g-ree.t blessing attend the le.hours of a.II 
His serve.nts at • Cat worth, pre.ye-E. 
MARSH. 

WEST HAM TABERNACLE.- On 
September let we were privileged to 
hold the 6.ret a.nniyerea,ry of the opening 
of our new Tabernacle. A.bout fifty 
friends oa.me through the pouring re.in 
in the early morning to the 7 o'clock 
prayer-meeting. The presence and bles
sing of the Lord wa.e with us. At ll 
11,.1&. our pastor, Mr. H. J. Galley, was 
g-re.ciouely helped to preach to a.bout 
fifty friends from the words, "Rooted 
and bnilt np in Him, and etabliahed in 
the faith" (Col. ii. 7). Age.in, in the 
R.fternoon, e.t 3 o'clock, a.bout e. hundred 
friends met together, and our pe.stor we.a 
helped by the Spirit to speak from the 
words, "The Church of the living God." 
A goodly company eat down to tea., and 
a.boot two hundred and fifty friends 
gathered to the evening meeting. 
Brother F. J. Ce.tohpole very kindly 
and ably presided at the meeting. 
Brother Upeda.le (our senior dee.con) 
ijhowed how the Lord had added thirty 
to the Churoh during the year, twenty
five of whom had been baptised by our 
pastor, the others (who had already 
been baptised) being reoeived in by 
testimony or diemieee.l from Churohes 
of the ea.me faith and order. Brethren 
R. E. Sea.re and J. E. Flegg were 
enabled to deliver stirring a.ddreeeee, by 
whioh we were muoh enooure.ged. We 
desire to heartily thank all the dear 
friends who rallied round us from 
neighbouring Chnrohes and who helped 
to make our anniversary a. euocees.-ONE 
WHO WAS THERE. 

SAXMUNDHAM.-Ha.rveet thanks
giving servioee were held on Sun
day, September 26th, when pastor W. 
H. Berry preached morning, after
noon and evening. The evening meeting 
was orowded with appreciative hearers. 
On Thursday e.fternoon pastor H. T. 
Chilvers, of Bethesda. Chapel, lpswioh, 
preached to a good congega.tion from 
John x, 3, "He oalleth Hie own sheep 
by name," and hie sermon was very im
pressive. About 70 or 80 persons ee.t 
down to a public tee., and a public 
meeting wa.e held in the evening. 

Pe.~tor W. H. Berry presided, and etir
rini;r e.ddresees were g-iven by pastors W. 
H. Potter (Grundieburgh). H. M. Mor
ling (Aldringham), and it. D. Tooke 
(Lowestoft). Mr. H. Lockwood (Leia
ton) offered prayer. At the close Mr. 
Berry proposed a. hearty vote of thanks 
to Mrs. Jesse Berry, who had sc kindly 
given a. beautiful cushion and fittings 
for the pulpit, and to a.II other belpera. 
Some good old harvest hymns to Union 
tunes were most heartily sung and 
appreciated. The proceedings closed 
with the Doxology and Benediction. 

ILFORD (CLEVELAND-ROAD). - On 
Monday, October 3rd, a. well-attended 
social tea. meeting was held in connec
tion with the departure from Ilfoarl. of 
our dear brother, ~r. W. G. Fa.unch. the 
senior deacon, who has for nearly forty 
yea.re laboured eo zealously and lovingly 
for the Ca.use at this place, and which, 
with the blessing of the Lord attending 
his efforts, has greatly prospered, espo· 
cia.lly of late years. We wish him every 
blessing, temporal and spiritual, in his 
new a.bode, and hope still occa.siona.ll y 
to see hie face. Will friends kindly, in 
future, address a.II correspondence i a 
connection with, or for, the Ca.use to Mr. 
G. S. Fa.unoh, 1, Argyle Gardens, York
roa.d, Ilford. 

HOMERTON ROW.-The Church at 
Homerton-row met on Thursday even
ing, October 13th, to wish our dear 
pastor farewell, after more than thir
teen years' faithful ministry among us. 
Prayer was. offered by brethren Brett 
o.nd Elna.ugh for Divine guidance. Mr. 
Taylor, Stratford, ma.de a. few well
chosen remarks from ,; He a.bideth 
ever:" and our pastor from John xvii., 
which were very much enjoyed by 
everyone a11d, we hope, will have a. 
la.sting bleeeing. It is with feeling of 
deep regret that we have to wish our 
pastor God-speed. We he.d hoped he 
would have spent the remaining years 
of hie life amongst us, hut God ho.s 
ordered it otherwise, although we as a. 
Church fail to see that hie labours in 
our midst a.re done, having of late re
ceived several into the Church, and 
others are hovering a.round. The Bible
olaaees e.re well attended and the sohool 
is prospering under a. be.nd of earnest 
workers (open-air services) ; a.re build
ing larger schools, and, moat of a.II, our 
prayer-meetings a.re well attended, often 
thirty to forty meeting a.round the 
throne of grace. Our pastor must take 
a.way a. he .. rt full of gratitude when he 
remembers the numbers that have been 
added to the Church, and that the 
Church ha.a been so blessed during his 
stay amongst ue. We earnestly pray 
God will soon open a, door for him in a. 
larger sphere to blow the Gospel trum
pet of free and sovereign grace which 
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we, as a Cbarcb, so much love and 
1iesire to maintain as hitherto, still 
continuing in the apostleB' doctrine and 
fellowship and in breaking of bread 
and prayer, The Church and congre
gation, although deeply regretting the 
departure of our rastor, a.a a little tolren 
of their love and good wishe•, presented 
paetor and wife with II bag containing 
nine sovereigns, with their unanimous 
and hearty w isbes and be•t thanks to 
Mrs. Belcher (a true JJastor's wife in 
every way) for all the kindness and 
interest she bas taken amongst us, Our 
brethren A. Booth and Jacobs con
cluded with prayer.-F. 

STRATFORD (GURNEY - ROAD). -
The Sunday-school in connection with 
the above Church have taken up the 
cadgels in the temperance cause, and 
mean, with God's help, to fi!l'ht this 
religions, national, and social evil of 
intemperance. The opening meeting 
was held on Friday evening, Oct. 7th. 
Mr. S. G. Ince, Sunday-school super
intendent, took the chair at 7.30 p.m. 
The meeting was opened with singing, 
reading, and prayer, after which Mr. :s. 
G. Ince gave a short address. Pastor H. 
llalley (West Hi•mJ was helped to give 
a very stirring n.ddress on the question, 
"Why abstain 1" Having prefaced his 
address with the remark that he 
was a narrow-ruinded and bigoted ab
stainer, he proceeded to show in a 
powerfnl way that Christians oagbt to 
oe the same. Mr. C. W. Sears also 
favoured us with a discourse on the 
neceseity for the Band of Hope, and 
spoke to the children present from an 
acrostic forming the word " child; " his 
remarks were greatly enjoyed. Mr. J. 
Taylor (saperintendent of Band) and 
Mr. T. Hardy also addressed the meet
ing. Singing, recitations, etc., were 
nicely rendered. A very happy and 
profitable evening was spent. There 
were aboat two handred present, and 
the collection amounted to 10s. 4d. The 
hearts of all those interested in this 
grand work are lifted np to God for His 
help and blessing apon it. May He 
bless us indeed, and give as all the help 
we need, so prays-T. W. READER, Sec. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM).-Throagh the 
goodness of our God we iratefnlly 
report that successful servwes were 
held in connection with the 21st anni
versary of opening the above, and the 
27th anniversary of oar fastor's ministry 
e.t Limehouse, on Lords-day, Oct. 9th. 
Sermons were preached by the pastor, 
F. C. Holden, to attentive congregations, 
and on Thursday, Oct. 13th, our brother 
Dolbey delivered a tbougbtfal e.nd 
excellent discourse on the words, "Thy 
land, 0 Immanuel." Tea we.s served in 
the school-room to between 50 and 60 
friends, after wbiob our kind e.nd 

beloved brother, Mr. A. Boulden, of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, presided over e. well
attended publio meeting in bis usual 
pleasant and brotherly spirit. Spiritual 
and profitable addresses were given by 
brethren Rundell, Clark, Cornwell, and 
Dolbey. Friends were present to obetr 
us from Brixton, Walworth, Waltham 
Abbey, Bethnal Green, Cbadwell-@treet, 
Tottenham, and other ple.oes. Brother 
Carr wrote 11, letter regretting his 
enforced absence, and letters were read 
from brethren C. J. Baldwin, and W. 
Stringer, regretting that ther oonld not 
be present through indisposition. Colleo
tions and donations from the Chairman, 
Mrs. Lee, and many other kind friends, 
a.mounted to the good sum of £19 10~. 
Truly we can say, " Ebenezer" (Hither
to the Lord bath helped us"). ·ro 
Him be e.ll the glory.-ONE WHO WAS 
THERE, 

BLAKE NHAM .-Harvest the.nks
givinl!' services were held on Sunday 
e.nd Monday, Sept. 25th and 26th. On 
the Sunday we bad e. very enjoyable 
d&y with Mr. H,use.nt. On the Monday 
Mr. J. E. Flegg visited as for the first 
time, and we listened with very much 
pleasure, while he in beautiful1 cboioe 
language portrayed to us, "Him " of 
whom Moses in the le.w, and e.ll the 
prophets did write. On Lord's-day, Oct. 
3rd, it we.s our joy to see Mr. F. ,J. 
Harse.nt immerse two sisters in the 
name of our Triune God. We thank 
God and take courage, trusting others 
me.y soon Le constrained to follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus.-M. A. MOORE. 

THANKSGIVING SERVICES. 
BY M. A. MOORE. 

WE thank Thee and praise Thee, 0 Lord 
our God. for the spiritaal food Thou 
dost prepare for Thy living ohildren, 
ofttimes communicated while tbti 
Gospel is being proclaimed by 'fbine 
own sent servants. 

At Somershe.m, on Sept. 14th, thanks
giving services were held. Mr. J. Jail, 
of Cambridge, was the preacher. Wa 
!iotened with great delight, while be 
extolled Christ, and we felt we ooald 
se.y, "I found Thy Word e.nd did eat it, 
and its frait was sweet unto my taste." 

At Orowfield, Mr. H. T. Chilvers was 
the preacher, a large namber gathered. 
Sermons were very encouraging e.nd 
very belpfal. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDENOE).-Tbe 
45th anniversary services were held on 
Sunday, Sept. 25th. Pastor Polley, of 
Halstead, preached three sermons to 
good oongrege.tions, that in the evening 
being very large. On the following 
de.y, Monday, harvest thanksgiving ser
vices were held, pastor Polley pree.ob
ing in the afternoon. This was followed 



A.ND GOSPEL HERALD. 353 

by a publio tea, to which over 80 eat 
down, A pnblio service was held in the 
evening, presided over by the pastor, 
and was addressed by Messrs. Firbank 
and Polley. The pastor closed the 
meeting with 11, few remarks on praise. 
Colleot1one were good. 'fo God be all 
the glory. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES OF ;MR. 
T. L. SAPEY AS PASTOR 

AT SOHO. 
M.J..Ny recolleotione crowded 11pon the 
mind as we went towards our old home 
to take part in the recognition services 
of the new pastor. The name of John 
Box is so olosely aseooiated with Soho 
that it was not surprising his name was 
mentioned by several brethren. We 
have 011,11se to revere the memory of 
him who was our first and only pastor. 

The afternoon meeting was presided 
over by pastor E. White, and after 11, 
hymn had been sung and portions of 
Soripture read, Mr. F. T. Newman 
(secretary ot M.A.S.B.C,) implored the 
Divine ble8sing on the interesting and 
im~ortant services of the day. 

The chairman in his opening remarks 
alluded to the abundant labours of the 
former pastor, the importance and diffi
cnlty or the sphere, and hie personal 
knowledge and esteem of the new 
pastor, whom he commended to the 
Lord, and for whom, together with the 
Churun, he wished abunaant blessing. 

Mr. F. C. Holden in 11, brief and 
earne~t address expressed his heart's 
wishes in the words of the apostle, 
"And God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you, that ye having all 
suffioien:.:y in all things may abound to 
every good work," after wbioh brother 
Sapey gave an aooount of hie 

CALL BY GRAOE 

to the following effect :-1 uan as regards 
my own spiritual life say, as the apostle 
writes in bid epistle, •· It 1s of God." I 
feel, if I have to take any basis for the 
experienoe whioh I hope I 011,n say is 
Christian experience, it is those words. 
I stand before you this afternoon 11, 

sinner saved by graoe. I am asked to 
relate how the Lord brought me or how 
I oame into possession of that whiob I 
hope 1 possess, even Hie grace and 11, 
hove in Hie meroy, and how He has led 
me and bronght me to know Himselt as 
my Redeemer, my All and in all. I 
was "born in sin and ehapen in 
iniquity," and not only so, but I am a 
sinner by actual transgression. I need 
not go into the evidence of my sinner
ship, but into the evidences of saint
ship. I was sent to 11, Strict Baptist 
Sunday-sohool when very young, and it 
was here the Word of God found me, 
and I was oonvinoed of my sinnership. 
I was about 8 or 9 years of age, and I 
shall never forget that Sunday evening. 

The regular minister was absent, and 
who it was that preached I cannot tell; 
bat this I do know, hie preaching was 
made by the blessing of God the means 
of revealing to me what 11, sinner I was 
in the eight of God. H ever I wept it 
was then in that chapel at Norwich. A 
dear man of God in that place came and 
spoke to me, bat I coulc:1 not describe 
what I felt. I went on for some yeard 
and the consoiousnese and burden ot the 

fuilt of sin scarcely ever left me. When 
arrived at the age of H I bad more 

liberty granted me, and instead of con
tinuing at the place where the truth 
was preached I preferred to go where 
there was 11, little more excitement. I 
went to 11, Methodist chapel, and the 
preaching used to serve me out terribly. 
I knew every Sunday night that if I 
died before morning, so tar as I could 
see, hell would be my doom. I chose 
ungodly oompanions, but 1 never coala 
sin with that liberty and enjoyment 
that they could. I cc>uld not bring my 
lips to utter the words they did ; I at 
times failed even to be amnsed with the 
very things which pleased them. 
That went on until I was about 18 or 
19, and I know 

·• There is o. period known to God 
Wilen all His sbeep redeemed by blood 
Shall leave the bate[ul ways of sin 
Turn to the fold and on ter in." ' 

I went at the.t time to bear an evan• 
gelist, who pree.ohed in a tent, and he 
preaolled e. something whioh stopped 
me, and I felt the.t if God did not speak 
peaoe to my soul, as if I could not live, 
not, however, tbe.t I was tempted to com
mit saioide. In tbat tent l saw many 
me.king 11, profession of conversion, and 
I wished I oould go too, but I oould not. 
It seemea to mti that nothing that I 
oould do would bring me that joy my 
heart we.a yearning tor. A man oo.me 
to me and a.eked me it I oould read. I 
said, Yes. He e.sked me to find the 
Epistle to the Romans. I did so, the 
9th ohe.pter and 10th verde, and I read, 
'' It thou she.It oonfess with thy month 
the Lord Jesus, and sbalt believe in thy 
heart that God he.th raised Him from 
tile dead, thou shalt be saved." Never 
shall I forget the experience of that 
time. It seemed to me e.s if I was 
launchea into 11, new hfe. Oh the joy 
that entered into my soul I tbe,peaoe 
wh1oh is oalm as 11, river. Explain it I 
oannot ; I oan only stand here and offer 
you this as an aooonnt of the things 
whioh I passed through, and bow the 
Lord enabled me to embrace that word 
as the Word had embre.oed me. 

"Many days have pa.ssed since then, 
Many changes I have seen; 
Yet have been upheld till now: 
Who could hold me up but Thon 1" 

This was followed by 11,pµropriate 
addresses by brethren !Jelcber, Guy, 
Parnell, and Sears, and prayer by pastor 
S. Hutchinson. 
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The schoolroom was well filled at tea.
time. 

In the evenini;r thA chair was occu
pied by pastor R. Mutimer, who rea.d 
Ephet>. iii., after which Mr. C. T. Dykes 
led the meeting in prayer. 

After a. few introduetoryrema.rks, the 
cha.irma.n ea.lied on the pastor, who then 
related 

HIS CALL TO THE MINISTRY, &C. 

tists. I went out to some of the 
country plaoes. I went to 11, villa,ge six 
or seven miles from N orwioh, and they 
proposed to me that instea,d of going to 
different places I should go every 
Sunday to prea,oh for them, and I 11,greed 
to preach to them a.s their pastor. They 
were not a numerous people ; thoy, 
perhaps, mustered twelve or fourteen 
in membership, and met in the British 
School. This wa.s one of the most 
sacred periods of my life. If there was 
a.ny period when God drew a.side the 

I would sa.y to you and to myself, Give 
God the praise. It is a surprise to myself 
that I a.ma minister of the Gospel, a.nd a. 
greater surprise, as you will gather, 
that I a.m a Strict Baptist minister. I 
left off .my story this afternoon a.t the 
point when God gave me the joy of His 
salvation by the applioation of His own 
powerful and precious Word. It was 
some little time after I was called tha.t 
I began to serve the Lord in the ea.pa.
city of a tract distribntor in a. very low 
neighbourhood-I was a.bout to say as 
low a.s the Seven Dia.ls. I well remem
ber a. brother ta.king me with him, and 
we went up a. yard. We ea.me to a man 
ill in bed, and he asked me to pray. I 
was never more sto.ggered in my life, 
and w11.s glad I ha.d one with me to 
whom I could turn. and he prayed in
stead of me. At this time I wa.s bap
tised. I knew it to be right, a.nd was 
not a.shamed to own my discipleship by 
being baptised, but without becoming a. 
member. After labouring for some time 
in the,e slums, and going amongst the 
poor people among whom God was 
pleased to bless me (and there are men 
and women to-da.y who ca.n look back 
to tha.t time when God met with them 
a.nd blest them), I undertook the 
superintendency of the Sunda.y-sohool 
a.t a Genera.I Baptist Church which I 
joined. I continued in that office for 
aboot twelve months, when the brother 
who ha.d ta.ken me out to distribute 
tracts wa.s at our house, a.nd while at 
tea. I sa.id to him, " I am going to 
preach." It wa.s as a fire in my bones 
to tell to sinners round what a <lea.r 
Saviour I had found. When I sa.id I 
wa.s going to preach, he appeared 
almost frightened, but he ea.id, "I am 
going with yon." Then said he, "Where 
a.re you gomg 1" And I replied, " I 
don't know." We went up a. yard where 
there were a. few houses, and tried to 
sing. I opened my Bible, began to read, 
to apea.k. The women came out of the 
houses and listened to what we had to 
say, a.nd from that time I went on 
speaking in the open a.ir. I he.VA there 
been atoned a.nd threatened. I well 
remember one night we were walking 
down a. street when a. ma.n ea.me behind 
me with a. large thick stick and struok a.t 
me; but a. ma.n to whom God ha.d bleat 
the Word put out his a.rm a.nd received 
the blow. After a. while it seemed a.air 
the Lord we.a opening .a. door for me a.a 
a. preacher amongst the Genera.I B&p• 

vail a.nd revealed to me the truth which 
is now the joy of my heart, it wa.s at 
this period. These people were Genera,! 
Baptists. If I sa.y Spurgeoniatic, you 
will know what I mean. They thonght 
they would like to ha.ve things decently 
a.nd in order, a.nd they presented to me 
a. be.sis of faith. I wondered where it 
sprang from for [ discovered it was 
pa.rticularly Calvinistic and Strict B11,p
tist. It appeared that these folks, not 
knowing how to compile such, he.d 
gone to a. godly woman who ha.d been a 
member of a Striot Baptist Church, and 
she ha.d handed them their Articles of 
Faith. I a.greed with the doctrinal 
pa.rt of it, but when I 011,me to this line, 
"We believe that baptism is a. pr~
requisite to admission to the Lord's 
ta.hie," I was fa.ce to face with 11, grea,t 
wall. " I ca,anot sign tha.t," I ea.id ; " I 
ca,nnot agree to thia be.sis of faith." 
"Why not, Mr. Sa.pey?" sa,id one. "Are 
you going to tell me," I replied, " that 
it is true that you must be ba,ptised 
before you come to the ta.hie 1" " Oh 
yee," she responded, "it is quite right.'1 
Now I enjoy 11, little oonfliot in 11,rgu
ment, so I ea.id, "I will not sign it, hut 
I will prove to you tha.t yon are wrong 
and I a.m right." I went to 11, book 
which I have a.t home, whioh has in it 
everything one wa.nts to know. I went 
to the 2nd ohapter of the Aots of the 
Apostles, a.nd before I oould get to the 
close of that cha,pter stea,dily, prayer
fully, I ma.y sa,y with a.gony, God had 
ma.de me wha,t I a.m to-day-a Striot 
Baptist. Now it wa,s the devil's turn. 
He ea.id, "If you take yoarata.nd on this 
you will never make 11, Striot Baptist 
minister.'' :;: had to learn tha,t " Except 
11, ma,n deny himself, he oannot be My 
disciple.'' I ha,d to muster oourage,and 
courage wa.s given tha.t enabled me .to 
go to them 11,nd say, "Friends, I will 
sign tha.t pa,per," but they .did not wish 
to have it signed. Wha.t I eta,te in a few 
minutes took two yea.re 11,nd three 
months to 11,rrive at fruition. It did 
not spring up in 11, night; it was the 
work of weeks, and months, a.nd yea,rs, 
and He who ma,de me ha.a strengthened 
me more and more since tha.t time. 
This may explain to some why I 11,m 11, 
Strict Baptist. I am what God has 
made me, and if I 11,m right, then those 
who 11,re contra,ry must be wrong. The 

1 devil told me tha,t my period of prea,oh-
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ing was over. I was willing to take a. 
baok seat, and not become a preacher 
amongst tbe Striot Baptists. I trembled 
a.t the thought. I joined the Cburch at 
Orford Hill. There was a tea-meeting, 
and my good wife and I went. Although 
we were late in entering, just after
wards the minister said," We will read, 
and brother Sapey will then lead us in 
prayer." Isaiah Smith, who was pre
sent, said, "Who ie that young man 1 be 
will become a minister." " Oh,'' said 
my pastor, "he is a. minister." The 
result wa.s I had a.n invitation to Clax
ton. Somehow or other our bee.rte were 
knit together, and I went there a.gain 
and again after they had lost their 
minister, and ultimately they invited 
me to become their pastor. There for 
eleven years I laboured, a.nd God blest 
my labours amongst them ; they were 
a loving people. Now, what about 
Soho 1 I once thought I should like to 
be a missionary to China. A friend 
ea.id, "Mr. Sa.pey, if yon go a.s a. mis
sionary, you will be there a.nd eca.roely 
know how you got there; " and I can 
only say that ie the very thing whioh 
bas happened to me in connection with 
my coming to Soho. When I wa.e here 
a year a.go I bad no idea of coming. It 
wa.e the last Sunday in November when 
I first ea.me to this cha.pel. Brother 
Mntimer introduced my name, a.nd be 
knew a great deal about my pa.store.I 
work a.t Claxton. I might have been 
away three or four times, but I oould 
not see the band of the Lord in it. An 
invitation oame to me to preach here, 
and, if I mistake not, there was a 
coming together between the people 
and myself, a.nd after some negotiation 
they asked me if I would accept an 
invitation here for three months, with 
a view to the pastorate. I accepted that 
invitation,and here I am. "By the grace 
of God, I am what I am." When I bear 
that for this position I\ man of exoep
tional ability is neoeeeary to carry on 
the work, and I know I have not 
exceptional ability, I wonder. I have 
not ba.d the adva.ntag0 of a college edu
cation, but I have been trained in the 
oollegP of experience. 

Our brother then gave an outline of 
hie doctrinal belief. 

After a word of exhortation from 
the chairman, and earnest prayer by 
brother Cornwell, addressee suitable to 
the occasion, were given by brethren 
James E. Flegg, 8. Banke, P. Fells, A. 
Steele, E.W. Flegg, and C. Cornwell. 

The meetings were well attended and 
hearty, and we pray that there ma.y be 
many years of useful service for 
brother Sapey at Soho. J. E. F. 

OLAPHAM (REHOBOTH, BEDFORD· 
BOAD).-Ha.rveet thanksgiving services 
were held on September 20th, when 
those who gathered were greatly bleot. 
Mr. J. Bush prea.ohed in the afternoon 

from Gal. v. 22, 23, speaking of fruit 
towards God, towards ourselves, a.nd 
toward• our fellow-men. After tea., Mr. 
R. Rawdon presided over a public meet
ing. In opening he read Psa. lxxii., 
and made euitable comments thereon. 
Brother Mandy tl8,rnestly sought the 
Divine blessing. Brother Bush gave us 
some oboice thoughts from the words, 
"And He blast him there." Brother 
Andrews followed with good words 
founded upon "One soweth and anotl:er 
rea.peth." Brother Jones made some 
pithy remarks from Isa. !iii. Brother 
Vine ilealt with the old story from the 
words," He was brought as a lamb to 
the slaughter." The pastor closed with 
a few observations on Psa. lxv. 9.
JosEPH ARNOLD. 

LITTLE STAUGRTON.-On.Sunday, 
September 21st, very helpful services 
were held for thanksgiving for another 
harvest. Brother F. Fuller, who was 
expected to preach, being prevented 
through illness, our esteemed brother 
John Hazelton, of St. Neot!', occupied 
the pulpit, and delivered an excellent 
dieoourse to a good congregation. After 
tea a public meeting was held, presided 
over by Mr. Whiteman, of Kimbolton ; 
and addreseee were given by brethren 
Sibtborp, Hazelton, and A. B. Hall. 
We were favoured with the presence 
of many friends from surrounding 
Chu robes. 

HAVERHILL.-Harveet thakegiving 
services were held in the above place on 
September 20th, when two sermons 
were preached by pastor Barden@, of 
Ipswich: that in the afternoon from 
Rev. i. 5, "Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in Hie own 
blood." Public tea at 5.16. The even
ing service was opened by singinl!', 
'· Descend from heaven immortal Dove," 
to the old tune (Foundling). The text 
was Paa. oiv. 3i. Truly the preacher 
did bring some rioh food from the text. 
There were good oongregatione. In the 
evening the ohapel was full.-G. F. 

BUCKLEBURY. - Harvest thanks• 
giving services were held on September 
21st, when sermons were preached by 
pastor J. ,forvia, of Devonshire-road, 
Greenwiob. The afternoon text was 
Paa, ovii. 43. Speaking (I) upon God's 
goodness in redemption, (2) in regenera• 
tion, and (3) Divine leading-a. At _tea 
the ohapel was well filled. The evenmg 
sermon, which was founded upon 
Judges vi. 13, wae thought~ul 9:nd 
interesting, and was _aocompamed with 
divine power, for which we thank G_od. 
A good number of friends _from Read.mg 
and Newbury kindly paid us a vmt. 
May God send men to His Churoh~e 
rooted and grounded in the truth of Hie 
Word. So pray yours in Him,-llENRY 
GllIMWOOD, 
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STEVENAGE (ALBERT· STREET).
The usue.I special be.rvest the.nksgiving 
servioes were held on Wednesde.y, Oot. 
13th, when two sermons were preaobed 
by B. J. Northfield, of Ma.rob, who wa.s 
greatly helped in deliverinf discourses 
suitable to the occasion, which we trust 
will bee.r much fruit in the days to 
come. The afternoon sermon was from 
"When ye have gathered in the fruit of 
the land" (Lev. xxiii. 39), the evening 
text being' Psa. cxvi. 12, 13. The con
gregations were good, and the collec
tions about the same as le.et year.
J. P. P. 

WALTHAM ABBEY.-The twenty
eighthanniversary of the Sunday-school 
was held on Sunde.y, October 16tb, 'when 
Mr, Thome.s Henson preached in the 
morning from Dent. xxix. 29; his theme 
was•· the children's right to the Word 
of God as distinguished from the teach
ings of priestcre.ft." In the evening 
service the subject we.s the•· three gree.t 
promises of lse.ie.h" (xliv. 3-5). In the 
e.fternoon tb.e children ge.thered to
gether to recite the story of J esns 
Christ's life, beginning with the 
prophecies of Ise.ie.b, tracing it through 
the Gospels, and ending it with the 
ascension in the Acts of the Apostles. 
Me.ny of the elder schole.rs remained 
between the e.fternoon e.nd evening ser
vices to & homely tea with the teachers 
a.nd friende. The services were well 
attended, and were pervaded with a 
spirit of earnestness. ·The teachers a.re 
encouraged in their la.hours, and com
mence another year with hopefulness. 

the me.ny improvements whioh have 
been carried out. The report showed 
the.t £1,010 2d. 9d. had been oolleoted, 
and that the expenses as yet to hand 
amounted to £961 2s. Od. leaving " 
balance in the tree.surer's he.nds oe 
£49 Od. 9d. This with the splendid 
collections ta.ken during the de.y will 
enable us to go forward with the work, 
which was commenced with very 
ea.rnest prayer to God for His help and 
guidance, and whicb. He has no.v merci
fully enabled us to bring so near to a 
successful completion. We pray that 
the increased aacommode.tion may be a 
means of bringing me.ny more preaions 
souls, both old and young, under the 
sound of the blessed Gospel of God's 
gre.oe; that the Holy Spirit'd saving 
power and gre.aious influence may be 
abundantly me.nifest; tb.e.t tb.e glory of 
God may fill the house; and tb.at Christ 
may beexe.lted and our souls encouraged, 
as we shall still see tb.e plea.sure of the 
Lord prospering in our ha.nds. To our 
covenant God we desire to asaribe all 
the praise.-E. FROMOW. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE, MOTE
ROAD),-On Sunday, October 9th, we 
had tb.e happiness of &eeing our time
honoured se.nctne.ry re-opened for 
public worship. Mr. Ge.rdner, of 
Uckfield, preached both morning and 
evening from Deut. xxxiii. 26. On 
Wednesday, the services were continued, 
Mr. Mu timer preaching in the afternoon 
from the words, "Oome, for e.ll thing-a 
are now ree.dy," whioh was listened to 
with profit and enjoyment. Tee. we.s 
pa.rte.ken of by e. le.rge number of 

OLD BRENTFORD (NORTH-ROAD). friends. The evening service was one 
-Special thanksgiving services were tb.at will long be remembered. Most of 
held here on Thursday, October 20th, to us have never eeen so many at any one 
celebrate the re-opening of this time- of our chapel services. Mr. C. Walter, 
honoured plaae of worship, after exten- of Manor Pe.rk, was in the ohair, who 
eive alterations and enlargements. In with kindly words and help, wished us 
the afternoon, after seven brethren had well in the name of the Lord. Pastors 
called upon the Lord in prayer and Mutimer and Oattell, with Messrs. Day 
thanksgiving, our brother, Mr. J. E. and Brooker were greatly helped in 
Hazelton preached from Song of bringing before our notice the good 
Solomon i. 17, "The beams of onr house iland of God in His abundant BUJ?plies, 
are cedar, and our rafters of fir." His whioh we were desirous of reoord1ng at 
words were greatly appreciated, and this our harvest thanksgiving, and ea.oh 
many gave expression to the great joy also stating their warm appreciation of 
they experienced in listening to this the great alterations our chapel had 
faithful and Christ-exalting sermon. undergone. During the evening, the 
A very le.rge company sat down to tea. secretary read the report, stating, as our 
At 6,30 p.m. our pastor, Mr. B. Mutimer, plaoe of worship was sadly in need of 
presided over a full and hearty repair and clee.nsing, it was considered 
meeting. Everyone present seemed to the best course to have a thorough 
be full of thanksgiving to God for alteration, and in the spring- of the yee.r 
all His benefit& and blessinfs to us the work was commenced our sohool
as a Church. Addresses, al full of room had been enle.rged, the old pews, 
Gospel tr11ths, and words of wisdom, which had been in tb.e plaoe einoe 1820, 
were delivered by brethren (.). A. Guy, were removed; a new gallery we.s 
E. White, J. Bush, C. J. Burrows, R. E. erected, and the chapel was made to lo~k 
Sears, T. L. Sapey, and S. T. Belcher. 9,,uite a commodious place of worship. 
The alterations gave great satisfaction }i riends had helped very kindly. The 
and pleasure to thoee who h&d the I oolleotions during the previous week 
opportunity of seeing for themselves e.nd on the Bunde.y and Wednesday, 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 357 

realized £32 12s. 6d., ma.king in a.11 
colleoted, nearly £160; leaving us a 
debt of £200 on the chapel. After sing
ing, "All hail the power of Jesu's 
Name," and the Benediotion beinl{ pro
nounced, the services were ended, and 
each and all felt that truly our God ha-:l 
been with us. If any friends (eepeoia.lly 
those who know our old Ca.use) could 
help us in the liquidation or onr debt. 
we should be glad. Any amounts would 
be gratefully acknowlerlged by the 

• treasurer, G. Brown, Commerce House, 
34, Stone-street, Maidstone, or the hon. 
seo.,H.J. Walter, 83, Upper Stone-street, 
Maidstone. 

ME A D V AL E ( JJREH ), NEAR 
REIGATE.-Re-opening services were 
held on October 13th in connection 
with the above place as a Striot Baptist 
Cause. In the afternoon pastor E. 
Beeoher preaohed an excellent sermon 
Ul)<'n the words found in Ephes. iii. 8. 
"The unsearchable riches of Christ." 
Tea was partaken of at five o'olook, to 
whioh 2i sat down ; and there was a 
good attendance in the evening, when 
pastor H. D. Sandell preached from 
Aots xx. 32. Many testified to the 
bleesing received through the preached 
word. The collections for the day 
amounted to £1 16s. ld. We lift our 
heart and voice with $'ratitude to our 
Heavenly Father for His goodness to us 
in helping us to start a Cause of Truth 
for the honour and glory or His Holy 
Name.-T. F. LOCKHEAD. 

SURKEY TABERNACLE. 
CELEBRATING THE 74TH ANNIVER• 

BARY. 
THE 19th of October was an oooasion for 
rejoioing in a two-fold sense. Firstly, 
having obtained help of God, the Church 
woreb1pping in the Surrey Tabernaole 
bas oontinued from the time or its 
formation H years ago until now-and 
seoondly for 11, further ma.rk of Divine 
goodness on the 11,universary da.y, in 
moving the people to ra.ise £164 to oom
plete the sum re,1uired for the renova.
tion of the Ta.bernaole. 

Mr. Sobofield, of Lanoashire, preaobed 
the a.nnive1s11,ry sermon, taking for bis 
text Paa. iv.3." The Lord ha.th set a.pa.rt 
him that is godly for Himself." Having 
reminded his bea.rers tba.t there were 
but two ola.sses or obara.oter in the 
world, the godly a.nd the ungodly, be 
proceeded to <lelineate the va.rious 
spiritual features that oba.ra.oterise the 
godly. 

Tea. was served in the vestry to a 
large oompany of friends. 

The evening meeting, over wbioh the 
pastor presided, was opened by singing, 
the reading of the 48th Paa.Im, a.nd 
prayer, to acknowledge with gra.titude 
the Lord's fa.itbfulness to the Church 
and people. Hymn 675 was sung, after 

which the chairman briefly rehearsed 
reaeons for gratitude to God for all Hi• 
mercies, a.nd ea.id tba.t" Ha.vingobtained 
help of God, we continue unto this da.y" 
wa.s the united testimony of the 
members of the Church, deacons, a.nd 
pastor ; tb us bearing witness to the 
fa.itbfulness of God during tbeee 
seventy-four yeus. 

Mr. Mitchell addreesed the meeting 
from the worde, "So He bringeth them 
to their desired haven" (Paa.. cvii.). 

lllr. Schofield spoke on the" Name cf 
the Lord," suggested to him by the 
words of Mala.obi, "Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to 
another, a.nd the Lord hearkened aud 
beard, and a book of remembrance was 
written before Him, for them that feared 
the Lord. and that thought upon His 
name." He then gave various meaning, 
of the words," Name of the Lord," 

Mr. Holden gave a.n encouraging 
address from the words, "Kept by the 
power of God." 

Hymn 148 was now sung, after which 
a statement wa.s made by Mr. Boulden, 
the Treasurer or the Renovation Fund. 
He was glad to be in a position to state 
tha.t with the exception of 11, sum of 
£154 suflioient money had been sub
soribed by members and friends of the 
Surrey Tabernaole, inolusive of interest, 
to meet the cost of renovation and 
repair8, totalling nea.rly £1,100; and he 
had fa.ith to believe the bala.noe would 
be oleared that night. 

Mr. Rundell then addressed the meet
ing. He said he bad written to some 
friends of the Cause and reoeived oon
tributions to upwa.rds of £30. He then 
oalled upon the people to make a strong 
effort to extinguish the remnining 
liabilities. Promises were then made 
varying in amount, in addition to 
further oash oontribntions, until the 
whole of the debt was oovered. 

Little time was then left for the other 
speakers, brethrei. Bush 11,nd Ca.rr. Tb"y 
each spoke a few words giving exi,res-
8ion to the plea.sure they felt, the 
Doxology was sung, the Benediotion 
pronounoed, and so ended a day thnt 
will be memorable for the goodness of 
the Lord manifested in enabling Hi~ 
people to put "the place where His 
honour dwelletb" in a state of thorough 
repa.ir. 

Mr. Walter Falkner, of New Crose
roa.d, S.E., was entirely reaponsible for 
the sobeme of deooration and the 
exeoution ot the work, wbioh has been 
oarried out with excellent taste, and 
not Messrs. J. W. Fa.Ikner and Sons as 
inadvertently stated in our last issue. 

BOW .-The 26th anniversa.ry of the 
pastoro.te was celebra.ted on Lord's-da.y, 
Oct. 16th, when two excellent sermons 
were preached b~ the pastor. On Tues
day, 13th, Mr. Rundell presided over 
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a public· meeting. Brother Borham 
engaged in prayer. Our chairman read 
and expounded Ezek. xiii., and profit• 
a~le and experimental addresses were 
given by brethren Smith upon "Put 
away my sin," and J. Fountain from 
2 Tim. i. S. The collection was good 
the meeting excellent. ' 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE claims of the Institution have been 
advocated at the Clifton Conference 
Bristol, where many friends gladly 
heard of the widely extended work of 
the Society, and several promised help. 
The Committee would be thankful for 
more support from the West of England 
where so many of the pensioners dwell: 

Additional help* t; urgently needed 
the_ curr~nt_ ye9:r being marked by ~ 
serious d1m1nut1on in the number and 
amount of legacies. The Free income 
is being increased, but the pensions grow 
at a far greater rate. New annual con
tributions of 7d., 10s., and Hs. will be 
most useful in assisting to meet the 
daily expenditure of £43. .. . 

On Friday, Nivember 18th, the 
Autumn Tea and Sale will (D.V.) be 
held at the Homsey Rise Asylum. The 
Sa.le will open at 3 o'clock. Tea will be 
provided at 6d. each, a:i.d in the evening 
Mr. Sinden will preach at 6.30 in the 
.Asylum Chapel. Proceeds for the 
Benevolent and Maintenance Funds, 
which are both in great need of help. 
The attendance of all friends of the 
Lord's aged poor i! i~vited. , 

On October ll th, the 25th anni verBB,ry 
of the Brighton Home was held in the 
Royal Pavilion. The ladies conducted 
a Sale of Work throughout the day, and 
Mr. S. H&nnington presided over the I 
afternoon meeting. The attendance i 
was very la.rge, 11,nrl addresses were 
given by Mr. D. L. Johnson, and ' 
Messrs. Hallett, Popham, Carr, Hayles, 
Bumstead, Woods. and tbe Secretary. 

C§onc ~omc. 

AGNES MAUD KEMPBTON. 

Our dear young sister entered into a 
much longed for rest, September 9th, 
1904, agi,d 18 years. She wa~ the 
youngest daughter of our late beloved 
brother Kempston, who will be remem• 
bered by many as a savoury preacher of 
the Gospel. Legh Richmond's account 
of the dairyman's daughter comes to 
our mind as we think of our young 
departed sister, whose natural gentle
ness and weakness had long marked her 
as a short denizen of this world. She 

wa.s very fond o_f our dear brother, J. W. 
Humphreys, being under his ministry 
at West Ham for some years. About a 
year since, she took a chill. which 
quiokly developed into the symptoms of 
that dire enemy of mankind, consump
tion. After spending some months at 
her brother's home on the hills of Derby. 
shire, she oame back to East Ham to 
die. About 11, month before her death, she 
asked us·to. send for brother Humphreys, 
w~o~e kind and deeply spiritual 
ministry was a great help to her. On the 

• evening before her departure she called 
her sisters round her, and wished them 
each good-bye. '' Tell Mr. Humphreys" 
~he said," his visit did me so much good. 
1t drew me so much nearer to Jesus and 
now I am going to see Him." Thu~ she 
willingly departed, and thus grace oan 
reverse all the natural terrors of death 
and turn the curse into 11, blessing, Bh~ 
was another answer to parent@' prayers. 
By her gentleness and meekness she 
oommendeth the love of Christ to us.
A. T. H. 
"Stranger,_ if e'er, by chance or feelings led. 

Upot~e!ts hallowed tnrf thy footsteps 

Turn from the contemplation of the sod, 
And thrnk on her who•e spirit rests with 

God. 
Lowly her lot on earth, but He who bore 
Tidings of grace 11nd blessing Lo tbe poor, 
Gave her His trnth and faithfulness to 

prove, 
The choieesc treasures of His boundless 

love. 
Faith, tbat, dispelled aflliction's darkest, 

gloom, 
Hope. that could cheer the pa•eage to the 

tomb; 
Peace, that not hell's dark legion could 

destroy, 
And love that flll'd the •on! with heavenly 

joy. 
Deo.th of its sting dieo.rmed, she knew no 

fear, 
But ta•ted heaven, e'en while she lingered 

here; 
0 happy so.int; may we like thee be bleat, 
In life be faithful, and in death !Ind rest." 
[Lines on the gr11ve of Dairyman's 

daughter, Arreton, Isle or Wight.] 

THOMAS KNOTT, OF DOVER. 

The little Churoh at Queen-street has 
been visited onoe more by death. 
During the last two years many of our 
members have been taken home, whose 
loss we greatly feel. Our brother Knott 
was taken away very suddenly. He 
died in London on September 22nd, in 
his 73rd year, and was interred at 
Charlton Cemetery, Dover, pastor W. 
Holyoak, of Salem, officiating. He was 
11, man very muoh respected. For many 
ye&re he was a carman for the South 
Eastern Railway Company, and his 
character as 11, follower of Christ was 
seen in all hid dealings with the public. 
He had 11, wonderful knowled!!'e of the 
Word of God. Free and sovereign grace 
was his delight, and he was much gifted 
in prayer. He leaves 11, wife and fa.mily 
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behind, whom we pre.y the Lord will 
help a.nd comfort. Rest, brother, rest 
till we aha.II meet a.go.in, in the home of 
eternal peace, a.nd me.y the Lord ra.iee 
some one to fill the empty see.t, is the 
earnest prayer of,-R. J. HUGHES. 

JOHN MEAD, 
Minister of Nunhee.d Green Chapel. 

(1832-1904). 
Ol the pa.renta.gea.nd younger da.ys of 

this faithful ma.n of God, we know 
nothing ea.ve tha.t he wa.e the eldest ol 
three children. There is no record tha.t 
either hie father or mother were tha 
Rubjecte of Divine grace, though he wa.e 
sent to a. neighbouring Sunda.y-•chool 
e.nd from hie youth wa.s a. diligent 
student ol the Bible. When but seven
teen yea.re ol e.ge he became a. member 
of the congregation a.t Ca.ve Adulla.m 
Chapel, Stepney, where the Gospel first 
ea.me to him in the power of the Spirit, 
There he wa.s ba.ptized by William Allen, 
e.nd joined the Church in Me.rob, 18!9-
a.nd he wa.s thne favoured to ma.into.in a. 
consistent Christian profession for fifty
five yea.re. Great blessing wa.s a.t tha.t 
time vonchsa.sed to our Ca.uses of truth. 
Men of singular power e.nd unction 
often occupied our pulpits-such a.s, 
among others, John Kersbe.m a.nd J.C. 
Philpot, whom he occa.siona.lly heard 
with plea.sure e.nd rrofit, e.t Great Alie
street Chapel. One Friday evening he 
wa.s led to the Welsh Chapel a.t Bart
lett's Passage, Holborn, a.nd for the first 
time listened to Ja.mes Wells, then a.t 
the zenith of his osefolness e.od popu
larity. So precious wa.s the testimony 
on Jesus "as a. hiding-place" (lea. 
xx:xii. 2) tha.t he wa.s henceforth con
strained to hea.r this great pree.oher 
continually, and finally to obte.io the 
tre.nference of his membership from 
u the Ca.ve" to the Church e.t the second 
Surrey Ta.berne.cle, Boro'-roa.d. This 
step proved highly a.dva.nta.geoos to his 
spiritual comfort a.nd his advancement 
in Gospel Truth. His love to his pastor 
grew with time, a.nd he we.a often 
accorded the privilege of riding home 
with bim after the evening service. At 
len~th he wa.s chosen a deacon, on 
which office he entered at the so.me 
time as the late John Beach of gra.oioos 
memory; and also beoe.me leader of the 
service of song on the death of John 
Ca.rr, long so familiar in the.t oa.pa.oity. 
The service a.t Ba.rtlett's-pa.ssa.ge wa.s 
a.lso towards the last entrusted to his 
oha.rge ; a.nd it wa.s his duty to fetch 
the preacher, in a. oa.b, and ea.re for his 
sa.fe return. The writer remembers 
tha.t one evening in Jone, 1870, he 
insisted on his pastor's abruptly dis
continuing a. oonversa.tion with us-a.nd 
how the great preacher a.cqoiesoed by 
sa.ying, "Oan't stop now-the boss 
won't let me, yon see--a.fra.id of my 
overdoing myself "-a. pleasa.1>t side
light, we think, on the oha.ra.cters of 

both good men, After Mr. Wells'• 
dea.tb, in April, 1872. be often supplied 
the va.ca.nt pulpit: a.nd for seven years 
conducted the Monday night pra.yer
meeting-servicee which were acknow
ledged in July, 1878, by the public 
presentation of a. clock a.nd purse of 
money. Hie ma.ny invitations to serve 
other Churches a.t length enforced his 
resignation of the dia.cona.te-a.nd he 
wa.s eventually led to accept the pa,stor
a.te e.t Nunhead Green Cba.pel, which be 
retained till 1!101, when failing bee.Ith 
compelled him to resign. He we.s la.st 
seen in the company he loved e.t the 
memorial service of John Box, of Soho, 
a.t Hee.ton-road Chapel, in Ja.nua.ry. 
1902, when ma.ny marked the monrnful 
change. He we.a a. ma.n of great moral 
dignity, and a. thoughtful a.od savoury 
prea.oher, on whom the gift of Scriptural 
exposition wa.s largely bestowed-and 
excelled as a tender a.nd fatherly 
pastor. Hie e.cqua.inta.nce with tbeo
logioa.1 litera.ture wa.s extensi ve-a.nd 
without any a.ssista.nce be acquired 
some knowledge or French, Germa.n, 
La.tin, Greek, and Hebrew-rega.rding 
the 1 .. st with peculiar interest, a.nd be
coming really proficient in it. From 
friends at the Surrey Tabernacle be 
onoe reoei ved the girt of several va.lo
a.ble books. in ea.oh of which wa.s 
written: "Presented to Mr. J oho Mead 
by the Church a.nd Congregation a.t the 
Surrey Taberna.ole, a.a a. token of the 
Christian love, Mil.y 27th, 188!." He 
was a. widower, a.nd leaves three sons 
a.nd two daughters to lament hie loss. 

FREDERICK WILLIAM FOREMAN. 

As briefly intimated la.et month, our 
esteemed friend received the home-oe.11 
on Thursday, September 8th. A wish 
has been expressed for a few pa.rtioula.rs 
of hie oa.reer. He wa.e born a.t Plumstea.d 
in 1864. It was under the ministry of Mr. 
Ha.nds, a.t "Carmel," Woolwioh, tba.t 
our friend, a.t the a.ge of 16, was oa.lled 
from darkness into God's ma.rvellous 
light. Here be was baptised and joined 
the Church. The union of a. vita.I 
experience of God's gre.oe with " 
studious mind e.nd a. sober deportment 
marked him for early service in the 
Lord's vineyard. As a. tea.oher in the 
Sonda.y,sohool, seoreta.ry to the Ohuroh 
Management Committee, e.nd a.n oooa.
sion preacher of the Word, the "Car
mel ' friends bold hie memory in the 
highest esteem. Removing to Lee. 
a.bout ten years a.go, Mr. Foreman 
a.ssooia.ted himself with the Church at 
Da.ore Park, where he served in various 
oa.pa.oitiee with growing efficiency a.nd 
a.coepta.noe. For the last few yea.re our 
friend was a.lmo~t consta.ntly enga.ged 
in connection with the London Strict 
Baptist Ministers' Aeeooia.tion. His 
Association fellow-members will a.l ways 
remember him as a workm,i,n who 
studied to show himself a.pproved unto 
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God, rightly dividing the Word of 
trnth. One of his many notebooks lies 
before the writer, bee.ring the title 
" Hope : anchor of the soul" (Heb. vi. 
19); "The Rock: higher than I" (Pee., 
lxi. 2). Both from an exeg~tioe.l and 
experimenta.l point of view, these note~ 
give evidence that our brother uP.ed 
brains as well as knees in his prepara
tion for the pulpit. On Saturday, July 
30th. Mr. S. Banks. e. warm friend of 
the departed, ea.lied to ask if he could 
take e. service the next day, and he con
sented. But in the evening hcemmorhe.j!'e 
of the lungs set in, followed by dis
tressing delirium. In one lucid inter
val, towards the end, he sta.rted to sing, 
"J esns, Lover of my son!," and re
quested his wife to join him. Shortly 
afterwards "the storms of life" were 
past and he was '' safe in the haven," 
and saw his Pilot face to face. On 
September 14th, previous to the burial 
at Lee Cemetery, a memorial service 
was held at De.ere Pa,rk, conducted by 
the writer, kindly assisted by S. Banks. 
The following Lord's-day sympathetic 
references were me.de at De.ore, Elthe.m 
a.nd Woolwich. The Lord Himself 
oomfort and protect the sorrowing 
widow and her two devoted de.ughten. 
-W.H.R. 

JAMES HAINES (1819-1904). 

father acquired the firmaud clear views 
he possessed or Gospel truth. On the 
death of Mr. Palmer, in 1873, partly 
with the view of helping the pe.atorleee. 
Church and partly to propagate the 
truths he loved, my father was led to 
issue a monthly pamphlet, entitled 
"Green Leaves." This met with vary
ing success, and in 1879, owing to laok 
of funds, he was obliged, as he said, to 
discontinue the publication "for a 
time." From the year 1879 to 1890 the 
Church passed through many vicissi
tudes and caa:e into e. low place. My 
brother, with his friend, Mr, B:i.rmore, 
had a le.rge she.re of the care of the 
Chnroh. Then our brother Belcher be
came pastor. In 1893 my father became 
oo-editor with Mr. Belcher of Here antl 
There, a monthly mage.zine similar to 
"Green Leaves," and continued to do 
so until 1899, when, owing to failing 
eyesight, he we.a obliged to relinquish 
it, though he occasionally wrote articles 
therefor. During the last year of his 
sojourn here he was gradually weaned 
from ee.rthly things ; he he.d a desire to 
depart, and his faith in the Gospel grew 
brighter and brighter. On the afternoon 
of August 30th, as if in sleep, he passed 
peacefully a way, after three weeks' 
illness. We as a family miss his lon11-
loved presence, hut our sorrow 1s 
mingled with joy as we remember his 
love and e.ffeotion and the godly ex
ample he set before us-" Let me die 
the death of the righteous." He was 
one of the few fathers who remained 
for us younger men typice.l of an old
world generation, and though times 
and methods in worship change, we o,re 
thankful we still have the old Gospel 
suited to every age and condition of 
mankind. As a man, says his pastor, he 
was courteous to all; as a husband, 
gentle and kind ; as a father, generous 
and wise; as a friend, a gentleman and 
e. man of honour ; as a Christian deacon 
he was an exemplification of l Tim. iii. 
He was grave, sober, wise, a lover of 
good mea, and a thorough pastor's 
friend. His remains were interred at 
Ilford Cemetery, on September 3rd, 
brother Beloher officiating. Me.y the 
memory of the departed servant stimu
late us to maintain the same principle~ 
and truths whioh we dAe.rly love.
ALFRED T. HAINES. 

My father was horn in the same year 
as our late beloved Queen Victoria, viz., 
on the 25th October, 1819, in St, Luke's, 
Clerkenwell. His father was e. chrono
meter finisher, and to him he became 
apprenticed, ccntin~ing e.t t~e. se.~e 
until. owing to foreign compet1t1on, 1t 
became unremunere.tive. Up to the 
e.ge of 22, when he met the lady who 
became his first wife, my father he.d 
sca.rceiy beard the Gospel, e.nd was 
ignorant of the contents of the Bible. 
He was, however, induced to attend 
Union Chapel, Ielington, then under 
the pastoral ea.re of Mr. Lewis. e.nd 
e.fterwe.rde of Mr. Alien. About this 
time he entered promiscuously the 
Chapel in City-roe.d, where the late 
George A bra.he.ma preached. The free
gre.ce Gospel proclaimed by this emi
nent servant of God we.a e. revelation to 
him. and in it he found what exactly 
met· hie needs, and he could no longer 
continue to listen to an uncertain 
sound. He then attended the ministry 
of Mr. Searle, of Kingsland, by whom MADAME MERLE D'AUBIGNE, 
he was baptised, and became e. member widow of the Swiss historian of the 
of that Church. In the year 1853 he Reformation, has died at Perros-Guireo, 
was led by the providence of God to in Britta.ny, at the age of seventy-seven. 
Homerton Row, where, at that time, She we.a Irish by birth, and was keenly 
Daniel Curtis laboured. He joined the interested in all kinds of eve.ngelistio 
Church here in April, 1853, and was and missionary work. Her home was 
shortly afterwards e.J)_pointed secreta.ry. always open to like-minded people from 
In the same year Mr. Curtis entered this country. Me.de.me d'Aubigne's two 
into rest and Mr. William Palmer oom- sons, Henri a.nd Charles, are pastors in 
menced 

1
bis twenty years' ministry. Paris, and e. daughter, Me.dawe Zieler, 

Doubtless it was under the teaching of I is wife of ~he svoretary of the Sunday
~his honoured servant of God that my sohool Soo1ety of France. 



NOTHING is more wonderful in connection with our annual commemoration 
of our Lord's lowly birth than its power to lltir hearts to kindly and 
generous feeling, and thus to effect great social good. "The Tree of 
Life" yields its precious "fruits" for the delectation of God's dear 
children. Its "leaves," however, are for the healing of the nations. Thus 
Christ who "saves His people from their sins" is the living and loving 
Source of universal blessing and beneficence. 

When His natal day dawns, there will be few that do not receive and 
give some tokens of affection and regard. Love will find its outlets in 
practical kindness. 

Were Jesus still on earth how lavish and free would our gifts to Him 
be! 

•· Say, shall we yield Him in costly devotion, 
Odours of Edam e.nd ofl'rings divine; 

Gems of the mountain and pee.rls of the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine ? " 

This cannot be. "Our goodness extendeth not unto Him." He cannot 
be the object of ho.me.µ or even saintly benevolence. We cannot present 
Him with a birth-day gift. 

Yet in a sense we cau. "The poor havt1 we always with us.'' Penury 
is, during the winter months, always tbe hardest to bear ; and the Lord 
appeals to our love to Him in tl!e persons of His aged, sick, and sorrowful 
people. Aid them, e.nd He will notice it with approval. 

This is simply to draw attention to the Article tha.t follows. Christmas 
is associated with little, things, Bethlehem we.s a little village. The 
ChriRt of God was held to His mother's breast as a little child, and He 
that was her be.be, though now living in the music of heaven's Hallelujahs, 
looks lovingly at little efforts *o glorify Him. 

"The Lord's Poor Fund," so long and so efficiently managed by our 
Brother Edward Mitchell, is a. little Society-in fact, he himself is the 
Society e.nd in his sole person, tree.surer, secretary and committee all in 
one. But O the good that the money which passes through his bands in 
this capacity effects ! 

Some dear friends help him continually. This is well. Stream& that 
flow constantly a.re most highly eeteemtid ; but this month is the sea.son 
for the special ministries of Christian kindness. Let us then send the 
tokens of our love for Jesus to our dea,r friend, and tlms through him, 
gladden others whom Jesus loves. 

SOW ING AND REAPING-AN APPEAL. 
BY EDWARD MITCHELL, O£:..ERKENWELL. 

•· He which aoweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; end he whiob sowetb 
bountifully sha.ll reap also bountifully."-2 Cor. ix. 6. 

ONU E a"ain I· am permitted, in the providence of God, to appeal on 
behalf of the brethren in our Churches who are helped i:>y "The 

Lord's Poor Fund," which has so long been a.asociated with this 
Magazine. 

" The Lord's Poor." For such Paul pleads in the chapter before us 
VoL. LX. DECEMBER, 1904. z 
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with inimitable tact and delicacy, and to the words which head 
this Paper I would briefly direct attention. 

The Lord's poor are fit objecfjj of Christian liberality. The religion 
of Christ is pre-eminently one of love. It had its source in the eternal 
lo,e of the Father, which moved Him to "give His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him shonld not perish, but have everlastin~ 
life." Love brought our Lord from heaven, sustained Him through 
His weary pilgrimage on earth, in the unfathomable deeps of Geth
semane, and the awful harrows of Calvary. And love animates the 
Blessed Spirit in all His saving work in and upon the heirs of salva
tion ; while He also "sheds abroad the love of God in their hearts," 
conforming them to the image of their glorious Head. 

Love is the Christian's badge. "By this," said Jesus," shall all 
men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another." 
Love cannot well exist apart from liberality to the poor, for John, the 
apostle of love, insists that " whoso bath this world's good, and seeth 
bis brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? " If love dwell and reign in 
the heart generosity will appear in the life, and who so befitting objects 
for its exercise as the poor of the household of faith ? 

Christian liberality is likened fJJ sowing. The figure is a far-reaching 
one. It may be applied to all our acts, words, and even thoughts, which, 
like sown seeds, will assuredly produce a crop in due season. Specially 
is the ngure appropriate to Christian giving. The apostle employs it in 
writing to the Galatians in relation to the supp1rt of the Christian 
ministry (Gal. vi. 6-9) ; and again, here, with respect to giving to the 
poor. 

It is used as an encouragement to liberality. In thus giving, we 
not only do the poor good ; obey our Master's command ; manifest 
•• whose we are, and whom we serve;" and "assure our hearts before 
Him," bot we also sow seed which ensures to ourselves a crop of benefits. 
In distributing what we possess, we increase our possessions. " There is 
that scattereth, yet increaseth." As honest Bunyan informs us :-

" There we.e e. me.n, though some did count him me.d, 
The more he ge.ve e.we.y, the more he he.d." 

We would not urge mercenary motives for Christian benevolence, but 
it were worse than folly to i~nore that the Word teaches that it 
is sowing, and that a compensative reaping will assuredly follow. "Let 
us not," then, "be weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap if 
we faint not." 

In Christian liberality sowing and reaping are proportionate. If we "sow 
sparingly we shall reap also sparingly : and he that soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully." This is a law of the kingdom, and, like all 
our great King's laws, is holy, just, and good, and approves itself to the 
conscience and our moral sense of the fitness of things. We wish for our 
friends a bountiful harvesr, ; hence we appeal for a bountiful sowing. 
The poor who are helped from "The Lord's Poor Fund " number among 
them several aged poor, and, so far as service is concerned, worn-out 
ministers of the Gospel, deacons of Churches, amd widows of both 
ministers and deacons. Are these to be left to pine in their penury 
after spending their Ii ves in serving the Churches ? We feel confident 
what the answer to this question will be. Brethren, beloved, we look to 
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you for a geuerou3 response to this appeal, so that we may be able to con
tiuue our humble minist•ations to the poor of the flock. 

EDWARD MITCHELL, 

To whom all communications should be sent. 
25, Oe.la.bria R~a.'.l., Highbury, London, N. 

~.cho~s jrom thr janqtuarg. 

GOD'S WORDS :~TO _ .. A WICKED MAN. 
BY A HIGH CALVINIST •• 

"But unto the wicked (m!!.n) God se.ith, • What hast thou to do to declare 
My statutes; or that thou should'st te.ke My covenant in thy mouth, seeing 
thou ha.test instruction, and ce.stest My words behind thee? When thou se.we!\t a 
thief, then thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with adulterers. 
Thou givest thy m~uth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit. Thou sittest and 
epeakest again3t thy brother; thou slanderest thine own mother's son. These 
things he at thou done, and I kept silence ; thou though test that I was altogether 
such a.n one as thyself; but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before 
thine eyes. Now, consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieoes and 
there be none to deliver.'" -Psalm 1. 16-22. 

THIS Psalm is an Ode, commemorating some words spoken by God to 
men, the wide world over. 

Here He exprn3sly addresse~ 11, bad man. " All have sinned," but all 
are not, in this gross sense, "wicked." The text, however, singles out 
one who has goue to the extremity of iniquity. He may think •·' How 
doth God know ? ' and ' Is there knowledge in the Most High ? '" 
There is. He iti the Observer of men and He desires that all should 
be acqu11.inted with His thoughts and intentions concerning them. At 
times He commissions His servauts to speak on His behalf ; iu this 
place, His own words are declared. "Unto the wicked "-that is, the 
person whose portrait is her.:i drawn-" God saith " what follows. 

LET US STUDY THE CHARACTER • 

• ,.,., He pretends to be a pious man. He talks religiously. He "declares 
God's statutes," and "takes God's coveuant in his mouth." Really 
good men "peiform His statutes" and " keep His covenant." This man 
simply has them at his tongue's end. His religion is of the lip, not of 
the life. 

But though he is fond of quoting the Bible, he at heart dislikes it. 
He "bates instruction "-that is, the holy admonitions and reproofs of 
the Scriptures. He may read these when others are present, but he puts 
what God says from him," casting his Maker's words behind him." He 

• The preacher witholda hie name, " lest it should be thought that any of 
his remarks are directed to pa.rticular persona-which is not the case." Yet he 
would obeerve :-

' Trust me, I draw the picture true, and not as fancy paints." 
He ha.a no wish for the honorarium mentioned on page 32!), nor could he ola.im it, 
a.she has not attempted to dee.I with the message of the whole Bible to natural 
men. "who are where the Fa.II left them, and their eine have brought them to." 

Our offer remains open until December Gth, -EDITOB, 
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flings them out of sight, wishing to be rid of them. Jeremiah was once 
commissioned to .pen a Di\Tine me@sa~e and deliver it to Jehoe.chin, 
King of Jµdah.- . He received it, and commanded his servant Jebudi to 
~ea~. i.t. It. ho~ever prov~d ,s.o offen~i v~ that the king snatched 
1t away, cut 1t with a penkmfe and cast 1t mto the fire (Jer. xxxvi. 23). 
This the man, to whom God here speaks, would if he could, do to every 
Bible in the world. ~. hates to he blamed for sins that he loves. He 
wishes that this awful Book did not exist. He knows it to be true, yet 
strives to banish its words from his memory. 

It may be said that in all this he is a moral paradox. It is 
admitted. Every wicked man i!t " but1dle of contradictions. Sinners 
saved by grace are the only consistent persons in existence. 

He is an unmitigated rascal. Men in grrnt straits may be driven 
to steal. Tbis is wrong, and forbidden by God, yet many who do eo are 
to be pitied. Not so this man. He beheld a thief in the act, but 
promised to hold his tongue for money. He thus not only acquiesced 
in and sanctioned, but made gain out of another's sin. It is dreadful 
to wink at evil, but to compromise the matter for lucre, or to 
sanction vile scheme1-1 for robbing innocent people of their savings in 
order to profit oneself is shameful indeed. 

Sins, which for decency's sake we cannot dwell on, u-ere his secret 
delight. .Adultery is a vile crime, detestable in its nature, and terrible 
in its results. It is possible to ext!'emely depraved and degraded persons 
only. It proceeds from self-indulgence and gross disr.gard for tht 
interests and happiness of others; yet, at times, depraved men boast of 
it, while some applaud their villainy. This man was at home with those 
whose talk was lewd and lascivious. Hence God charges him, not only 
with being himself guilty of this sin_:_though this is implied-but with 
'' partaking," or having fellowship "with these pestR of society," not 
"only doing the same things, but having pleasure in them that do 
them" (Rom. i. 32). • 

Moreover the man in question was an evil speaker and a liar. Speech 
is the glory of man, to whom alone it belongs. He only can worship 
God intelligently, or curse Him in set words. l•'oul talk betokens 
a defilEd and degraded mind. Wise people strive "not to offend with 
their tongue," though expressions of haste and passion may at times, to 
their sorrow, escape their lips. This man had so lost his self-respect es 
to ·• give his mouth to evil." 

He was a liar. Untruthfulness is often the refuge of weak natures 
who are betrayed into hasty falsehoods 10 avoid trouble; but to love these 
for their own sake betokens an utterly base heart. This man deliberated, 
ere be lied; "his tongue framed deceit." He elaborated and rehearsed his 
plausible statements. 

He was a slanderer, and thus addicted to a vice which involves 
many other forms of sin. He that defames, defrauds, depriving his 
neighbour of his good repute, which is true wealth. Calumny is elaborate 
lying. It must be ingeniously devised to be credited. It is the device 
of the coward who dares not confront the man he would mJure. He is 
"willing to wound and yet afraid to strike." Slander is the offspring of 
hatred, and "he that batetb bis brother is a murderer." Thus this 
wicked backbiter was a r;bief, e. liar, a coward, and, at heert, a murderer. 

He vras even worse than many other slanderHs, for he not only 
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·studied beforehand whe.t allegations would do most mischief, but 
ignored the affecting claims of nature. He was wont to sit at his ease 
~nd deliberately speak age.inst the brother he should have loved. "He 
slandered his own mother's son." 

The secrets of this man's character are disclo8e<l. Wrong deeds 
spring from wrong thoughts, and •his were bad in two particulars. He 
did not disbelieve in God's existence. In a hazy way he doubtless 
accepted His being ~ a fact. He, howevever, thought" that Jehovah 
was altogether such an one as himself." He degraded his conception 
of the Divine character to so low a standard as to evolve his notion of 
what God was from what he was himself. Human justice was tardy 
and corrupt. Men care little for abstract right and purity of heart. 
Decency in outward conduct satisfies them ; and he thus thought that 
the Deity was a sort of enlargement of that puny, mean, and ·corrupt 
thing-himself. 

More.- Beginning with a false estimate of the Supreme Being, he 
went on to lose sight of Him altogether. The idea of God re<!edes from 
us when we recede from Him. If men " do not like to retain God 
in their knowledge, God will give them over to a reprobate mind" 
(Rom. i. 28). The sense of God's presence is soon lost. It hikes little 
to make the eyes of the soul dim and the heart callous I\Od careless. 
Hence a large class of people lose their early religion and become 
oblivious of God. 'I'he people mainly addressed in this Psalm were 
such-they were God-less. This man was one of these. God was left out 
,if his programme or life. Hence he, with thereat, is addre,sed as, "Ye 
that forget God." 

He was thus a man who lived a double life. He could talk like an 
angel, yet practice sins so gross that devils might shrink to commit 
them. His soul WllB so.:iden with filth, yet many would have admired him 
11s an eminently gracious person, "with the Bible at his fingers' ends." 

Are such men to be met with now-a-days ? Alns ! no part of the 
Bible is out of datQ, and these still abound in the world and pollute 
religious congregation& everywhere. Who has not .. heard of church
wardens, deacons of Dissenting Chapels-men that we1·e .popul11r as 
chairmen of public meetings; and even clergymen and Nonconformist 
ministers who, when the sear:chlight of truth flashed on their charncterd 
.. nd conduct were seen to have been every whit as bad as the wicked 
inan of this psalm. 

If one such is present, we beg him to hear the word of· the Lord. 
Many as vile have been saved. To the praise of the glory of His grace, 
men who went to extreme lengths of sin, have been "pricked in the 
ilea.rt" and led to Christ. Jesus is a real Saviour; He shed real blood, 
which cleanseth from rtal sin. He is exalted to . "give 
repentance." 0, may He deign to convince some wicked men of their 
guilt by His Holy Spirit ! : . . 

Yet we tremble while speaking thus. We have heard of converted 
~hieves, clowns, colliers-but never of converted deacons and ministers 
who professed Christ while living in siu. There have been scores of 
hypocrites among Christian congregations, but how rarely do we hear of 
their becoming the subjects of saving grace ? 

Many of the8e deceived the Church by a lying account of their con
version. Tbey received the first ordinance at the hands of good 
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ministers, who immersed them because deeming them true~believers, and 
they have lived in a dead profession ever since. How few such are ever 
recorded to have been saved ! Who has heard of the good confession and 
true conversion of one man who avowed that he was once a hypocrite
and a deceiver? Who has witnessed the baptism of a man or woman 
who was aforetime a religious dis!!embler, and who had the honesty to 
admit having lived in sin while flaunting their piety before others ? ~t 

WHAT GOD SAYS TO THE WICKED MAN. 

Is it not wonderful t.hat God should thus condescend to address him ? 
We all stand in the Almighty's presence revealed exactly as we are. 
Tbe Rontzen, or X rays, disclose things according to their inward struc
ture and condition, and not as they appear externally. This man-hypo
crite, thief, foul-hearted and slanderer as he was, appeared all this to Him 
from whom "no secrets are hid." Most of us would" cut" him if we knew 
all about him. Few would have any hopes of him ; preachers rarely 
address him or pray for him ; his own mothe1· would despair of his 
conversion. Yet God speaks to him-asking him a question-making a 
statement-giving him counsel-and closing with e. warning. 

Note the question : "What has thou to do to declare My statutes, or 
to take My covenant in thy mouth ? " In other words, " Why dost thou 
profess religion when thou art utterly ignorant of its power in thine 
own soul ? Thou he.test the Bible; yeL thou praisest it. Thy thoughts 
are foul, but thy words are fair. Why all this ? " 

A hypocrite is a marvel to true Christians, who wonder mach 
what his motives can be. 

Some profess an unfelt religion, because it is their only chance of 
notoriety. They are too dull, mean, and unattractive for the World to 
bid for their company, but they obtain attention from poor and plain 
Christians by pretending to be godly. The cant of a party is soon 
learned. Half the so-called religion of the day is the twaddle 
of phraseology, which is readily acquired. A little money goes a long 
way among lowly people, who are poor judges of character and quickly 
take folks on trust, and make few enquiries as to theil' antecedents. 

Thus a short cnt to reputation, of a sort, is to make God's "covenant" 
the subject of frequent discourse. One mey soon strut as a ''somebody" 
if he only does the religious dodge cleverly. 

Some do it to delude God. "They think that He is altogether such an 
one aB themselves" and that He will accept their soulless and pre
tentious piety for the religion which will accord with the claims of Hi~ 
bar and book; "yet He is not mocked : for whatsoever a man sowetb, 
that shall he also reap." 

Some think to cheat the dwil: but they are doubly befooled who
imagine they can do thie. If he can smile, he must do so at this pre
tender, this vile man in the garb of holiness. Thinkest thou that he 
is not cute enough to recognise a sham saint ? 

Yet, brother man, will you not reply to God't1 question ? Why are 
you posturing as a godly person ; and will it in the long run do any 
good? By our common humanity, by our common co.p~city f~r pa!n, 
and pleasure, by the inborn contempt of pretence which exists rn 
all our hearts, by the death which awaits us and the judgment wh\ch. 
lies beyond; lly the heaven of the holy, and the hell of the damned which 
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will surely follow, why, why do you keep up this hollow farce? 0, that 
a power which no man can exert may move you to cry," God, be merciful 
to me a smner I " 

The Divi,1e statement. " These things hast thon done, and I kept 
silence," that is, I refrained from immediate condemnation of thy 
conduct by condign punishment. God might have acted so, by consigning 
the sinner to eudden death, or sending calamity after calamity to mark 
how He hates iniquity. But no bolt from the bloe had striken this bad 
m~a, no dire disease bad seized him; his villainy had not been made 
public, and he had been suffered to go on undetected-a bad man, 
accredited with unusual sanctity. He had thus misinterpreted God's 
.1.ongsuffering into indifference or inability 10 punish; and he had thought 
that the Most High wwi altogether as unmindful of moral issuef! 
as himself. This is mentioned as an aggravation of his wickedness. 
Men who take occasion from God's patience to continue in sin, are 
terribly near hell. "Becuose Eentence agains~ an evil work is not 
executed speedily, therefore the hearts of the sons of men is fully set 
in them to do evil" (Eccl. viii. 11). 

Further, the Lord adds that though now silent, He will at a future 
time speak in tones of awful distinctness and emphasis-" I will reprove 
thee." A judge does not reprimand an accused man till after his condem
nation, when btl at times exposes his folly before pronouncing his sentence. 
God will reserve His censure of human sin till its damnation is seen to 
be just. Then the long catalogue of each doomed man's transgressions 
will be made public; aud though he may have forgotten many, Lhe 
whole will be "set in order before his eyes." Brother man, is this 
true? 

" And will the sins tba.t thou be.et done be rea.d a.nd published there : 
Be all exposed before the Throne while men e.nd a.ngels hee.r ? " 

Indeed they will, if Obrist hast not di"d for thee, and blotted out the 
record of thy wrong-doing for ever with His r,recious blood. 

Divine Counsel follews. " Consider this. ' The Bible gives no im
practicable udvice. It must. therefore, be within the power of men who 
'' forget God," to give consideration to what is written in this psalm. 
God tells great sinners to make what we have presented the subject of 
patient thought. Think, then, of Him-what He claims to be, and 
what He purposes to do. Think of the Bible yJu cant about, yet have 
grown to hate ; and of the far-n•aching sins you have committed. Con
sider how others would estimate you if they re>1lly knew you. Shams 
will be impossibilities when Time is no more. "Now, consider this!" 

God's words close with a warning. Popular preachers, to please 
men, tell them that God is a Being of universal and unlimited love; 
that His wrath is a theological fiction ; and that it will be well, in some 
way, with all men, however they live or die. Heed them not I God 
warns us that there are some whom He will "tear in pieces," and then· 
will then "be none to deliver." He uefs the metaphor of 11, beaer, 
of prey despatching its victim-a wolf rending a lamb, or a lion rt 
hart or deer. It is His own figure of speech. Can words more fully 
express His power to apprehend you, Hie zeal in punishing, and His 
just, but pitiless anger when consigning you "to everlasting destruction" 
from His pre~ence? Then none will be able to deliver you, nor will you 
save yourself by right, or might, or fliE1"ht I 
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The Lord knows whether you will be enabled t.o turn to Him ; or 
will be suffered to go on in sin to the end. "Yet consider this":-

" The vilest sinner out of hell who lives to feel his need, 
Is welcome to the Thro::;.e of Gre.oe, the Se.vour's blood to plee.d." 

Human destiny has but two alternr.tives-Heaven, or Hell. Which, 
brother, think you, will be yours? 

SOME LESSONS FROM A LOYAL LIFE. 
FREDERICK TRYON, 1813-1903. 

(Concluded from page 345.) 

... HE that tells me of a good book, introduces me to a true friend." 
With this conviction, we last month presented a few chatty anrl 

unconventional -0bservations on the contents of a volume which we had 
read with pleasure and profit. Resuming these, we note with admira
tion the naturalness and transparency of this good man's character ; a 
tr"'it not too common, even in God's true children. Some require no 
small amount of explanation and apology before the harmony between 
their principles and their practices is apparent ; and their record at 
best is hard to piece into a consistent whole. ·• Simplicity and godly 
sincerity " are, however, evident in r he earner here so simply relateel, 
which well exemplifies the fine lines of tl.e Quaker poet:-

" We.lk in the light! so she.It thou know the.t fellowship of love 
His Spirit only ce.n bestow, who reigns in light a.hove. 

Walk in the light! and thine shall be a path, though thorny, bright, 
For God, by grace, she.II dwell in thee, and God Himself is light." 

"He had," as his son informs us," no faith in p~rty politics, though a 
strong conservative." By this we understand that he gratefully appreciated 
the goodness of God in giving our nation its admirable constitution ; 
whicb he deiired should be saved from all rash innovation and needless 
f:bange. Thus, though emphatically a Nonconformist, he sided with 
William Huntington, John Clayton, the Elder, John Martin, Joseph 
Irons, John Foreman, and other notable Dissenters, in promoting the 
comervation of the institutions of his Fatherland. The opinions of such 
:i man, in this reckleEs and godless age, are therefore of high vulue. 

It is instructive to note that he viewed the Roman Catholic Eman
cipation Act of 1829, ·• with the deepest shame and wrrow" (page 21) : 
doubtless deeming it to have been t,he height of folly to accord political 
privileges to those whose religion binds them deny these to others. 
Could the political Nonconformists who advocated this measure have 
foresee::i the evils and cah1mities which have followed, how differently 
would they have acted ; nor has England yet seen the lest of th_ese. 
This was often in his mind. In 1879, he writes that "the Emano1pa
tion Act"( fifty years old) "bore fruit slowly at first to lull fears; it is 
otherwise now. There is no going back or escape, unless the Lord 
makes a way." He. doubtless, wo.s loyal both to the office and person 
of the Monarch of these realms ; but what would have been his com
ment on our King's attending Mass in the Roman Cat,bolic Chapel at 
Marieubad, as a mue birthday compliment to the Austrian Emperor, 
in August last ? 
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His mind was evidently too well balanced for him to be a mere 
alarmist, yet he deemed that "this country was ripening for jadgment," 
and " that open and disguised Romanism and the awful spread of 
infidelity among the masses, would bring about the ruin of the nation." 

Very touching are his allusions to his people at Deeping, who 
evidently lived in his affections in a way little known to many of the 
perfunctory pastors of our day. "I love them (he says). God broaght 
us together. They have the first claim on my heart and time, and such 
means as He has given me." He oflen visited the poor and afflicted in 
the villages. 

His views of the Gospel, and what may be safely and scripturally 
regarded as evidential tests of the life of God in the soul, are instructive, 
as tending to correct erroneous ideas .of the testimony of those who 
occupy hie denominational position. "Standardism " is popularly 
supposed to be a relii:(ious system tending to morbid. introspection. Its 
preachers are believed to dwell almost exclusively on melancholy frames 
and feelings, and to insist perpetually on gloomy apprehensions and 
"doubts and fears " as the most trustworthy indications of being right 
with God. Thus Mr. dpurgeon said of some who left his ministry for 
a deeper and more spiritual one, that "tbey were now quite happy, 
because at their present chapel what they heard always made them ro 
deliciously miserable." 

That some too exclusively direct their hearers' attention to the 
results of the Spirit's inner work as the ground of peace with God, for
getting that the Savionr is always presented in the Gospel as the Object 
of faith, may be trae ; but the counsels of this book are wholly different. 
Limited space forbids many qaotations. Here, however, are 5ome 
thoughts suggested by Psalm Ii. 17 : " A broken and a contrite heart." 
"There is a difference between looking for a (eo-called) broken heart, 
as a preparation, qualification, or anything else for Christ. and the 
having a broken heart from Christ. Much passes for this brokenness 
which is only a compound of self-pity. disappointment, and natural 
sorrow-a miserable counterfeit, a real hindrance to coming to Christ." 

" Those who never have a broken heart will perish, but a 
truly broken heart does not save its possessor ; but the grace of God in 
Christ saves and gives the brokenness." I do not "undervalue contri
tion. God forbid. It is the putting it out of its place which is so 
dangerous. A rail across the line is no help. We need no meritorious 
qualification for Christ : sin, guilt, misery, need, we have" (paj!'e 1 GS). 

In Titus ii. 11, " the grace of God brings salvation," and then 
teaches us, etc." "Stress needs to be laid on grace 'bringing salvation • 
before it goes on to ' teach us.' We are prone to mingle the after 
stages with the birth-the salvation; and thus weaken the force of the 
gift of life through making it dependent on the after teaching, which is 
good and necessary in its place and order, but very bewildering out of 
its proper place " (page 16fJ ). 

Age.in, " It is natural to us to want something near at home, 
something whose progrees we can trace, some inherent grace we can 
reason upon. What a mncy when the Lord knocks it out of our hand, 
and we have to come needy, naked, etc. (in the spirit of Hart) : 

"' You ce.n't come too filthy, come just a.s you a.re.' " 

Here is precious and important advice to a friend in bodily sfflic
AA 
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tion and great trouble of soul. "The Psalms contain such breadth of 
experience, such heights and depths, such winters and summers, such 
straitening and enlarging, that it would be strange if no word suited 
your case. Those who are enfeebled in body, had better not look at the 
exercises of their mind and ponder over their probable value. I should 
leave all this/or the present, and look at the simplest promises, or invi
tations, or declarations of mercy and grace, as the bitten Israelites 
looked at the brazen serpent on the warrant of God's word of promise. 
Romans x. 11-13, contains much counsel and encouragement. I want 
you to be as passive as po~sible in your present bodily weakness. 'The 
poor leaveth himself unto Thee.' There may be more faith· in this, 
than in great activity of mental exercise. Your friends aim at bearing 
you before the Lord. Those who ar~ carried, cannot be too still. I am 
as helpless in self as you can be. The Lord may be checking •your too 
great activity and energy, that you may be broken to submit·to be 
borne as He only can bear" (page 182). 

Here-as a last sample-are some gems of simple but sublime 
teaching. He is writing of faith when unaided by sensible comforts. 
" I only want a true coming,· in the present coming ; a real knock in 
the present knock; a cry in truth in the present cry; and (Divine) 
answers only can aeBUre me on these points. I need a broad place for 
my foot----a p;ood Scripture warrant. I feel mocked when Scripture 
seems misapplied in order to encourage me •; but when it bears the 
evidence of sonnd application, • a good word maketh the heart glad.' 
.A. faint child may have true love, and follow with its eyes when it
cannot with its feet." 

Though the term " Fullerism " is not to be found in these psges, he 
hated the thing, ae appears from hie reference to the "Marrow of 
Modern Divinity," a mischievous book, desigued to popularise the yea
and-nay system of Baxter, and which did much mischief in Scotland, 
and actually led the gracious Thoma.s Boston, of Etrick, and the holy 
brothers Erskine astray. Error is never so harmful as when incorpo
rated with scriptural teachings. " I feel (he writes in 1898) more and· 
more disrelish for all Arminian mixture. It is most attractive to the 
carnal mind, and lets a good many truths be swallowed in this form and 
disguise ; but it makes 'jelly-fish ' professors, who have no back-bone, 
no real principle ; precious and vile all jumbled together" (page 123). 

These, then, are some of our own thoughts upon the far more 
important ones of this great Christian teacher. Many manifest e. pro
fundity of spiritual discernment and an insight into the nature of_true 
Christian experience which render them worthy of prolonged attention ; 
while the almosL epigrammatic terseness with which some are expressed 
renders them striking and quotable. 

May the book have a Divine message for many whom tne Lord in· 
Hia covenant love designs to bless I 

AN ADMISSION.-!' I have recently been 'empty,' and 'swept,' but 
not garnished-mere dry dust and ashes; now, age.in, I h~~e e. little 
rising of hope, through the renewing power of the Holy Spmt and the 
great Intercessor. His merits must ave.ii, an ever fragrant, sweet 
incense.''-Letters of Frederick Tryon. 
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DAVID'S QUESTION AND GOD'S REPLY. 
BY J.P. GOODENl>UGH. 

" David enquired of the Lord, saying ' Shall I go?' 
Lord eaid unto David, ' Go.' "-1 Sam. xxiii. 2. 

Ana the 

THIS passage presents some important features in the character of the 
" sweet singer of Israel," who, we are told in a season of sorrow 

and crisis, thus "enquired of the Lord." This implies that : 
l. He believed in God as a Divine &ality. 1'o live in habitual 

communion with Heaven is the heritage of the Lord"s children. Religion, 
it has been urged, makes those who possess it miserable. This may in 
some case, be admitted, but it is not true of the religion of the 
Lord Jesus. This is associated with the "peace that passeth all 
understanding," a '' hope full of immortality," and Christ's own "joy 
which no man taketh from us." 

The Psalmist's position was one of great responsibility, which at 
times must have weighed heavily upon him ; yet, under the Spirit's 
teaching, he had learned to "trust in the Lord Jehovah, in whom is 
everlasting strength." 

This great truth was doubtless suggested to him by the world 
of nature. "The earth," he saw, "was full of the goodness of the 
Lord," and the abundance, variety and order of what he beheld on 
every hand, enforced the idea of the personal Creator and Controller who 
"upholdeth all things by the word of His power." 

'' The heavens" lie had likewise considered-not merely glancing at 
them-but pondering over the wondrous forms of those orbs of light, 
he marked how, as the ages pas,ed, they continued their silent marches 
through the realms of space, obedient to the will of Him who calls 
'' their host by name," and the visible stars spoke of the invisible God. 

Is it, then, surprising, that his thoughtful mind was thus directed to 
their Author, whose "eternal power and godhead" they all prnclaimed? 

A review of the history of his nation would confirm David's 
confidence in God. Who so blessed 1.1s Israel ? Their wondrous 
deliverance from Egyptian boudage, together with numerous other 
manifestations of an over-ruling Providence, could but assure him of 
the security of those who sought his guidance and help. 

David's own e.r,perience, however, must have been to him the 
supreme proof of the reality of the Divine presence and power. His 
knowledge of God was not intellectual or historical only ; gathered 
exclusively from a study of the past records. Beyond these, there was 
his experience of the blessedness of a daily walk with God, and 
an habitual committing of his life, with all its concerns, into His 
hand. He had faith that God not only sustained His works of 
creation, but was mindful of His people ; and especially so of David 
himself, whom He visited and aided in his times of personal need. The 
Psalmist's own experience therefore disclosed to him more of God's 
truth than all he oould learn from the realm of Nature, or gather from 
the wonders of His Providential care. 

Like a later minstrel, he loved the Lord, " because He had heard his 
voice and his supplication" ; as though he thus avouched his belief in 
the reality of God, because his prayers had been unmistakably answered. 
The world to him wae a sphere of tumult and confusion. "I have 
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heard," he says, "the noise of the archers and the din of war, I have 
1 ooked at the cattle upon a thousand hills, I have beheld such assemblies 
of noblemen as gathered at the coronation of my son Solomon; but my 
chief delight is that God is my personal light and my salvation." 

Reader, can you follow this man of God here ? Does your religion 
result from association merely, or consist in the repetition of pious 
phrases at church or chapel ? Such was not the religion of David. '' I 
will meditate upon Thee in the night watchel! " he elsewhere writes, to 
indicate bow solemn and vital his experience was. A lip profession 
can in no sensf' satisfy the heart, but the possession of a like precious 
faith wi1 h David in a personal God and Saviour who is our light all<l 
salvation will indeed produce the peace which the world cannot give. 
Do you possess this ? • 

2. It is llgain implied that he believed that God could direct him. 
How helpful it is to one whose resources have all failed, to realise 

the presence of an omnipotent Friend who waits to answer prayer. How 
natural, then, for those who confide in His power to turn to Hirn 
in their times of difficulty for support and guidance. 

Herein is likewise another element of the @oul's strength-faith in 
the truth that God will direct the footsteps of those who trust 
Him. "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, a.nd HE SHALL DIRECT thy 
paths "; and " Though we believe not, He abideth faithful " to 
His own Word. Day by day "the entrance of His words giveth light," 
and we find ourselves looking unto Him who ever leadeth forth by the 
right way. Thus He continues to guide us with His eye, and to hide us 
in times of danger under the shadow of His wings, so that we are 
enabled to pursue our daily round and accomplish each common task as 
part of His life-plan for us. We have, moreover, the glorious prospect 
that "Whe:1 our earthlv house of this tabernacle ie dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an ·house not made with hands, eter_nal in the 
heavens." 

God ever honours the Faith which He is pleased to impart. We are 
accordingly told that " the Lord said unto him, ' Go up.' " Two points 
here strike us : 

l. God takes an interest in the individual lives of His p8ople. Weak 
though they are, unnoticed by others, and perhaps dwelling "far 
from the madding crowd's ignoble strife," each comes under the Divine 
notice, and each has a Divine warrant for snying, "I belong to Him." 
Each day brings before me some manifestation of the fact that 
"God sees and cares for me." My home may be remote from the haunts 
of men, but it ii; not beyond the reach of His all-seeing eye, and my 
"needs are not forgotten by Him," but are supplied, " according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 

Lastly, may we not learn that only as we are conscious of Divine 
leadin_q are our minds really at rest 'I "The wicked are like the troubled 
sea which cannot rest," but that man is kept "in perfect peace whose 
mi~d is stayed on God," because "he trusteth in Him." Dear Reader, 
Have you learned to •• inquire of the Lord" when two ways meet and 
you know not which to take ? Have you, when a burden which yon 
could not understand weighed you down, learned that " He doeth 
all things well " ? Have you inquired of Him ? Though He gave yo~ no 
rea8on for His dispensations, have you been content to know that smce 
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He did it, it must therefore work, with other things, for good ? If EO, 

then yonr life is a commeat upon the truth of the Divine Word. 
11 The moon 11,nd ste,rs she,11 lose their light, the sun she,11 sink in endless 

light; 
Both hee,ven 11,nd ee,rth she,ll pe,ss 11,we,y, the works of Ne,ture 11,ll dece,y; 
But they the,t in the Lord confide 11,nd shelter in His wounded side, 
She,ll see the de,nger overpe,st, ste,nd every storm 11,nd live 11,t Je,st.'' 

CHRIST'S RESURRECTION, HIS CREDENTIAL, 
AND OUR CONSOLATION. 

BY HARRY BuLL, BoRo' GREEN, KENT. 
11 Which He wrought in Christ, when He re,ised Him from the dead.

Eph. i. 20. 

IN this chapter the Apostle presents the plan of salvation by unrolling, 
as it were, the ancient record of the covenant of grace. 
It is noticeable, that the term "in Christ" or its equivalent occurs 

no fewer than eight times, between the first and the twentieth verses. 
This claims our notice, since it involves the fact which is the 

marrow of our subject, that the Divine work under consideration was 
wholly wrought by God "in Christ." To this gracious operation and to 
the sphere in which it is performed, attention is directed. 

1.-'l'HE DIVINE OPERATION, or that which is here said to have been 
" wrought." 0 bBerve that the glorious Worker was God the Father. 
The Saviour is here presented as passive in the hands of another. The 
work that had been entrusted to Him He had gloriously completed. 
He had laid down His life for the sheep, and is now presented as 
awaiting the crowning act of Omnipotence,-His promised resur
rection from the dead. 

It was as necessary that Christ should thus be raised, us that He 
should have died for our sins. He was therefore "delivered for our 
offences, and was raised again for our j astitication.'' Salvation, God's 
greatest work, is Rccordiagly described as having been " wrought" or 
completed, in the resurrection of our Lord. 

Men do not engage in important und~rtakings without previons 
consideration. A plan is deemed essential, which must be strictly 
followed. So we siag, 

" Gmce first contrived the we,y, to se,ve rebellious me,n, 
And 11,ll the steps THAT gre,ce disple,y, which drew the wondrous plo.n." 

Of this, the broader lines, or main features, are here pres~nted, and 
we are said to have been •• chosen of God ; '' " Predestinated to 
adoption; " " Redeemed by blood ; " " Called by the Gospel ; " and 
"Sanctified by the Spirit ; " in anticipation of the long-promised day 
of our full and final Redemption. 

11.-THE SPHERK of this Divine operation, indicated by the phrase, 
"in Christ," next claims our "ttention. 

As we trace tihe lines of God's gracious plan already noticed, we 
observe that the first recorded proceeding of our God, in relation to His 
people, is their eternal election. This, as we saw, was •• in Him." 
Indeed, on no other principle, could this have taken plaoe. God could 
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not have chosen us in our sin, for nothing that is not immaculately 
pure could be the object of His holy choice. We should therefore have 
been "without hope," unless the order of His election had been to 
choose us in a sinless and all-perfect Head, the Lord Jesus, before all 
time. Thus we sing-

" Christ and His members ever stood, a wondrous, mystic man; 
Loved with the highest love of God, before the world began." 

Passing from this great act of sovereign grace, we proceed to con
sider the Divine purpose in its actual operation : for, though chosen in 
Christ, according to the will of God, yet, being not only " by nature 
the children of wrath even as others," and "sold under sin," we must 
have remained the slaves of Satan, unless redeemed by precious blood, and 
delivered by Almighty pomr. '' In Him" alone is the ransom. His. 
precious blood ensures the remission of our sins, effects our deliverance, 
and when sprinkled on the conscience, "pleads and claims our peace 
with God." How perfect then in every detail is this glorious design. 
We were chosen in a perfect Christ, and redeemed by a perfect sacrifice, 
and are-or will be-brought to realise the experience expressed in the 
beautiful lines, 

" A mind e.t perfect peace with God, 0 what a word is this : 
A sinner reconciled through blood, this, this indeed is bliss." 

It may be enquired, What assurance have we that this complete satis
faction bas been rendered to Divine justice? We sing, 

" Payment God cannot twice deme.nd, 
First e.t my bleeding Surety's he.nd, 

And then again e.t mine." 

Is this a fact, on which I may rely with confidence ? It is, and here is 
the proof. His n:surrection declared the Saviour to be the Son of Goel, 
with "all power" of demonstration (Rom. i. 4). "Being raised from 
the dead, He dieth no more : death hath no more dominion over Him•• 
(Rom. vi. 9). And thus-

" Our Surety freed declares us free, for whose offences He was seized ; 
In His relee.se our own we see, e.nd shout to see Jehovah plea.sad." 

A HYMN FOR YULE TIDE, 

HAIL I lowly Be.be in Bethlehem's Oity born ! 
He.ii ! Prince of Pee.ea I How weloome we.s the morn, 
To those who then beheld'the Eastern ste.r, 
And came in awe, Lo worship from afar. 
He.ii I Son of God, from hee.ven·s abode come down, 
For us to bear the scourge and thorny crown I 
He.ii Friend of sinners, riches Thou didst spurn 
The.t we, through Thee, our poverty might learn. 
He.ii I Christ of God, 'Jesus, Immanuel I 
Risen, all-glorious, ever more to dwell, 
With those who plead Thy blood e.nd righteousness, 
That covering of all-sufficient dress. 
No gifts we bring of gold or spices sweet, 
But yield ourselves, and worship at Thy feet ; 
Be Thou our joy, our song, our hope supreme, 
Son of the Highest, born in Bethlehem I 

Coggeshall. ALICIA, 
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A VISION OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS, 
ESSENTIAL OR EXCEPTIONAL? 

TH:J:'} 11tory of the conver~ion of Colonel James Gar?iner (168_7-:-1745) 
1s well known. This gallant officer and eminent Christian was 

when a young man arrested in his guilty career in a remarkable manner. 
One Sabbath evening he had arranged to commit an act of very awful 
sin. An hour before the appointed time, having nothing to do, his eye 
lighted on a book lying on the table. It interested him, and led to his 
closing his eyes in thought. . Whether he afterwards dozed is uncertain. 
Asleep or awake, he, however, saw, as vividly as by actual vision, the 
Saviour bleeding on the cross, and heard Him-as with an audible 
voice-exclaim, '' 0 Sinner ! did I suffer this for thee, and are these thy 
returns ? " The impression produced was never effaced. For three long 
years he sought peace in vain. Then the "time of love" arrived; his 
pardon was sealed, end he henceforth lived as a devoted child of God 
till his death at the battle of Prestonpans in 17 45 . 

. John Newton records a similar occurrence, though, in his case, the 
apparition WdS llllaccompanied with audible words-

" I se.w One he.nging on e. tree in agonies and blood, 
Who fixed His la.nguid eyes on me as nee.r His cross I stood; 
Sure, never till my le.test bree.th ce.n I forget the.t look : 
It seemed to charge me with His dee.th, though not e. word He spoke.'• 

The character of this servant of God and his remarkable career of 
usefulness, preclude our deeming this a picture of the imHgination, and 
enforce the belief that he actnally experienced, or deemed that he 
experienced, what he relates. 

The life of faith in the Son of God was thus commenced in the souls 
of these eminent saints in this remarkable manner. 

Christian biographies also record instances in which a similar expe
rience was vouchsafed to God's children, not to effect tht-ir original 
conversion, but to confirm and comfort them in Divine things. 

Thus Huntington, in his " Epistles of Faith," relates an almost 
identical experience. '· The first spiritual view I ever had wus a 
believing view of Christ cruicfied. It was in open vision. and in 
the Lord's own light, while infinite Divinity above the light, or 
brightness of a thousand suns, shone into my soul. After many 
months this vision of Him on the cross gradually withdrew, vanished, 
and went in a measure out of my si~ht ; but the Divine, co-equal. 
co-essential end co-eternal beam of ineffable light still remaios with me, 
us the true light whicb now shineth." 

In reply to 11 question on the cover of our October number, 
two correspondence inform us that they were E01newhat similarly 
favoured, though in neither case was there an impreesion resembling 
ocnle.r vision. 

It remoins, therefore, to determine whether such an experience is 
essential to the posses~ion of saving grace, and whethe1· others, who, like 
our correspondent, are "concerned to be right," should put comfort 
from them because they have never known anything of the kind. 

It is our belief tbat while a vision of Christ crucified was indis
putably vonchs'\fed to some true Christians, 1rnd had an important 
relation to their conviction of sin and assurance in Divine things, it is 
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a rare occurrence in the history of God's living people, and is not to be 
regarded as an invariable and indispensible " token for good " in the 
souls of the election of grace.• 

In anticipating the fulfilment of the promise that Christ will 
-'' manifest Himself to us, as He does not unto the world," with an old 
writer " we disclaim all pretensions to personal manifestations. Some 
have contended for these, and, like Colonel Gardiner, believe that they 
-00rporeally saw Him. But this is surely mistaking a lively impression 
on the mind for a reality. The case speaks for itself. Being embodied, 
he could render Himself visible ; but then it would be a true representa
tion : we should see Him as He is. Saul accordingly saw Him when He 
appeared to him on his way to Damascus, with a body glorious above the 
brightness of the sun. John beheld His glorious person at Patmos, but 
so awful was its majesty, that he fell at His feet as dead. But these 
good people always see Him as He i's not-bleeding on the cross-but He 
is not there ; Be dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over 
Him. Such sensible appearances are therefore needless." - Jay's 
Morning Exercises, July 29th. 

But does not Paul state of the Galatian saints that "before their 
eyes Jesus Christ had been evidently (or "openly," R.V.) set forth 
<!rucified ? '' (Gal. iii. 1). This, however, refers to the graphic and 
pictorial way in which the Saviour had been presented to their minds in 
the discourses which the Spirit had owned to their conversion. Not by 
dull an.:l dogmatic sermons-but in words that were most vivid in their 
descriptive power, had Christ been preached as dying on the cross 
for sinful men. 

Ou:· readers, if elect and redeemed si:mers, may the1·efore be sure that 
the Lord will lead themforth, and lead them on by the right way. Th~ 
means He adopts will be graciously adapted to their temperJments, 
understandinga, and antecedents. Let us therefore bow to His 
.sovereignty, uust His grace, and leave all questions of time, measure, 
and manifestation to Him. 

SEVEN THOUSAND MEALS A YEAR. 
"FIGURES at times reveal strange facts," remal'ked a country pastor, 

whose income was less than ninety pounds per annum. '' I have 
five children, all at home and dependent on me; therefore, as a rule, 
we number seven at every meal. Now, re;koning three square meals 
a day-which, tbank God, we alw,1,ys have-this figures out tAt twenty
one meal~ every day, and totals up to 7,560 meals in twelve months, 
taking the year to contain 360 days. • 

" BuL how is it done?" enquirtd a friend. 
"The Lord knows," was the reply. "I am unable to explain iL," 

"The birds without ba.rn or storehouse are fed, 
From them let us lea.rn to trust for our brea.d ; 
His sa.ints whe.t is fitting she.II no,'er be denied, 
So long a.s 'tis written,' The Lord will provide.''' 

,. On John Newton's hymn, quoted a.hove (Ga.dsby, 1025), our friend A. 
E. Rea.lfi observes tha.t •· he is not a.we.re tha.t the revered author intended to 
tee.eh tha.t this experienoe we.a essentia.l to the life of gra.ce in the soul of a.n 
elect sinner." 
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THE RENT VEIL-A MISAPPREHENSIOX 
RECTIFIED. 

"By a new and living way-through the veil-that is to say, His flesh."
Heb. x. 20. 

THIS is an expository reference to the veil of the Temple which was 
rent in the midst, in twain, from the top to the bottom, by God's 

nnseen hand. when our Lord yielded np the ghost (Matt. xxviii. 51, 
a.nd Luke xxiii. 45). -

Many, following the older commentators, have regarded this as" a type 
of the flesh of Christ ,eiling His deity, through the rending of which. 
by his death He opened the wa.y to the throne of grace in the holy of 
holiest in hea.ven."-.Pool's Annotations. 

Thig, however, is contrary to the grammatical sense of the passage, 
which is that His flesh is the "new a.nd living way," la.id down a.nd 
opened up by His death-not that the torn and subsequently disused 
veil was a type of His humanity. The verse, a.s punctuated above, makes 
this plain. 

Hence an emident writer remarks that "the rent veil was not Christ's 
human nature. The veil of sin, blessed be God, is rent. Darkness, 
ignorance, enmity and superstition are rent veils. The " new a.nd living 
way" of which the Apostle speaks is Jesus risen a.nd glorified. Is this a 
rent veil i' Is Christ divided i' The true veil having appeared, the work 
of the figure is ended. It wa.s therefore tom a.suuder as nseless. The 
"shadow" may be rent, but not the "substance." If we would hold 
fast the form of sonnd words we must cease to speak of the rent veil of 
Christ's flesh; His hands, feet and side were pierced, but Hi~ humanity 
wa.e not torn a.snnder.-Th11 Gospel of The Tabernacle, by R. E. Sears. 

"THE LESSO~ OF THE WATERMILL." 
11 LISTEN to the watermill, 

All the live-long day, 
How the oree.king of the wheel 

Wee.rs the hours e.wa.y. 
Le.nquidly the water glides, 

U selesN on e.nd still, 
Never coming back a.gain 

To tbe.t we.termill. 
And the proverb he.unta my mind, 

Likt. a spell the.t's oe,st, 
The mill will never grind 

With the we.tor rhe.t has passed. 

Take the lesson to yourselves, 
Loving hearts e.nd true, 

Golden yee.rs are fleeting by, 
Youth is fleeting too. 

Try to make the most of life, 
Lose no honest way, 

Time will never bring age.in 
Cha.noes pe.ssed e.we.y. 

Leave no tender word unse.id, 
Love while life shall le.at, 

The mill will never grind 
With tl;ie we.ter that has pe.ssed. 

Work while yet the de.yllght shines,. 
Men of strength e.nd will, 

Never does the streo.mlet glide 
Useless by the mill. 

Wait not till to-morrow's sun 
Bee.ms upon your wo.y, 

All that you oan call your own 
Lies in this to-day. 

Power, intellect and strength, 
May not, cannot le.at, 

The mill will never grind 
With the we.ter that he.a po.seed. 

Oh ! the wasted hours of life, 
'I'he.t he.ve drifted by, 

Oh I the good we might have done, 
Lost without 11, sigh. 

Love the.t wo might once ho.ve saved 
With but a single word, 

Thoughts conceived but never penned, 
Perishing unhee.rd. 

Te.ke this leeson to your hae.rt, 
Take, oh I hold it fe.st, 

The mill will never .grind 
With the water that has passed.'' 

Attributed to Sarai,, Doudney. 
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THE ANECDOTAL DrscouRSE.-" What did you think of Mr. H.'s 
sermon ? " enquired one-" it was little less than a lot of anecdotes.'' 

"It reminded me," was the reply, "of the pudding we read of in 
the 'Journal of the Retired Citizen,' in Addison's 'Spectator.'-' Too 
many plums, and not enough suet.' " 

AN OLD COUNSEL. 
" Believ~ not ~ach accusing tongue, as unkind people do ; 

But still believe that @tory wrong which ought not to be true." 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

THE LONDON STRICT BAPTIST I Rbowing a. bale.nee of £3 to the good in 
MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION. June la.at, which ha.s since been 

THE 19th Annua.l Meeting wa.s held a.t • expended. 
Soho on Nov. 1st. In the a.fternoon Mr. The Benevolent Fund Secretary (Mr. 
R. Mutimer, of Brentford, prea.ched S. J. Ta.ylor) presented his report, sta.t• 
scripture.Uy a.nd spiritua.lly from Acts ing the collections from the Churches 
viii. 35)." Then Philip ... bega.n a.t the rea.lised £6 He. 6d. Gra.nts to sick a.nd 
sa.me tscripture, a.nd prea.ched unto di~tressed brethren£&, 10~ •. lea.viu,z- now, 
him Jesus." with the be.la.nee brought forwa.rd, 

a.bout £13 in ha.nd. 
I. THE PREACHER. He wa.s a 'man Thereportswereuna.nimoualya.dopted 

tried, ,z-ra.cioua, hea.venly-instructed,a.nd by the meeting. 
Holy Ghost-directed. The apea.kera ca.lled uE_on then 

II. THE TEXT BOOK, the Bible. He !!'&Ve a.ddresaes a.a follows :-Pa.star W. 
wa.s fa.milia.r with it. F. We.Iler on John ii. 5, "Wha.tsoever 

III. THE SUBJECT," Jesus." Whenoe He sa.ith unto you, do it:" brother M. 
ea.me He 1 What for 1 To live, suffer, E. Green on I Cor. i. 23, "We prea.ch 
and die, a.s the burnt offering to Christ a.nd Him crucified ; " pa.star E. 
God, a.nd the sin offerinl!' for ma.n. Mitchell on Ephes. iv. 12, "The work of 
Acrostica.lly His na.me is-Just Exa.ctly the ministry," giving us a. moet oeaaon
Suits Unworthy Stnners. a.hie a.nd solemn word. He a.fflrmed 

tha.t the Lord appoints a.nd qualifies 
IV. THE CONGREGATION, A model His own minister•, a.nd they who a.re so 

one, for it we.a a. rea.ding, rea.dy, rich, fitted a.re w01·ke,·a, a.nd rea.lize their 
responding, relia.ble, a.nd rejoicing one. re•ponaible position. 
The prea.cber illustra.ted ea.oh point in Po.star R. E.Seara (who wa.s cordia.lly 
his usua.l origina.l ma.nner. tha.nked for his 17 yea.re presidency of 

After a. well-provided tea. the evening the Assooia.tion) spoke from Numb. x. 
meeting bega.n a.t 6.15, the President of 1, &c. The silver trumpets, emblems of 
the Association (Mr. S. T. Belcher) the Word of God, which the minister 
ta.king the cha.ir. Paa.Im cxxxiii. we.a must fea.rlessly use, a.nd with purity 
read, a.nd brother E. P. Ba.Id win enga.ged a.nd earnestness oo.11 the a.saembly to
in prayer. The Cha.irma.n welcomed the gether, giving a.Ii a.la.rm in times of 
friends, a.nd briefly commented on da.nger, a.nd ever to olea.rly sound out 
1 Cor. xv. 58, which word, the speaker the gla.d tidings of salvation through 
ea.id, wa.s a. stimula.nt, for which life the dea.th of Christ. 
was needed to feel itR power, understand Pa.star T. L. Sapey, who has reoently 
its meaning, and profit when perused. been added to the Sooiety, addressed ue 

The Secreta.ry (Pa.Rtor S. Banks) on Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, "All power is 
then presented the Annua.l Report. given unto Me in heaven a.nd earth," &c. 
There were 37 members (15 of whom Brother W. Ra.rris oonoluded with a 
were pastors) 20 of whom were active few words on John ii. 1-11, a.nd the 
itinerant ministers. Two brethren had Benediction by the Chairman oonoluded 
been ta.ken home-J. Oullin~ford, a.nd an helpful and spiritua.l gathering. 
F. W. Foreman. Two or three had left 8AMUEL J. TAYLOR. 
for good reasons, while three new mem• 
hers ba.d been received. Brother 
Ma.yhew ha.d been restored a.fter two
a.nd-a.-half yea.re illneea, a.nd brother 
Fletcher still rema.ined afflioted. The 
new cause a.t Reiga.te ie being s11pplled 
with preachers from the Society, and in 
similar ways pa.starless Churches are 
he! ped by the bretbren's servioes. 

The fina.ncia.1 sta.tement was also read, 

WARBOYS. 
REOOGNITION SERVICES, 

THURSDAY, Ootober 20th, 1904, will 
long be remembered in this villa.ge in 
conneotion with the special services 
held At the Ba.ptist Oht.pel on the 
oooa.sion of the reoognition services of 
Mr. Ebenezer Ma.rsh a.s pa.star. The 
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commodious building, with itg three 
deep galleries, was crowded, afternoon 
and evening. 

Precisely at 2 o'olook J. Piggott, Esq., 
L.C,C., presiding, gave out the opening 
hymn, and pastor J, Peters offered 
prayer. 

A thoughtfol, eavtlury, and instruc
tive address by the oha1rmau followed, 
oa the words "Peace be with yoa," in 
which the fe.ilures of national and 
political pee.ea were contrasted with the 
" peace which passeth all understand
ing," the gracious girt of a covenant 
God in Christ. Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, broaght peace of oonsoienoe, 
peace in the heart, the home, and the 
Church. Only the Christia,n could 
understand the peace of God, for this 
was pee.oe procured by blood, secured by 
grace, and eternal in duration, for it 
was peace in death and through eter
nity, The chairman oloeed by a power
fill exhortation to all to maintain this 
peace, pointing out the blessedness of 
the peacemaker in Zion and the havoc 
wroagbt hy a contrary spirit. 

Pastor H. T. Chilvers delivered a atir
riog address on" The Natnre of a Goe
pel Church." Opening with the state
ment that the New Testament we.e our 
only rule and law for the eete.bliehment 
of a New Testament Church, the speaker 
read 1 These. i. 1 - 6, 1 Pet. ii. 1-10, Aots 
ii. 36, 37, 38, H, 42, 46, -17, and eaid from 
these Scriptures we olearly see that: 

I. A Soriptun.lly established Church 
is apiritual-apiritual in its 

(1) Conatractfon, Men, women and 
children are by the Holy Spirit born 
agaia. They e.re washed in the blood 
or the Le.mb, oonaeorated to God in a 
life that bears witness to the irraoe of 
God within. There must be a similarity 
between Christ and Hie people: He the 
Hee.d, they the body ; He the Root, they 
the branches ; He the Founde.tion, they 
the bnllding; He the Bridegroom, they 
the bride. 

(2) Wor,hip. N onoonformity e.nd 
every Goepel Church stands for spiritu
ality of worship, or el,e she baa no 
function In this world. WhatevAr the 
outward forms and rites and ceremonies 
me.y be, there 111uat be a Divine direction 
in tbl!Se, and a direct apiritnal worship 
of their Author in them. Moreover 
both the social and politioal events of 
the age claim her oonviotione a.nd co
operations under certain oironmste.noee. 
When the !awe of the land oa.nnot be 
kept without a violation of oonaoienoe 
towards God, snffering for oonaoienoe 
eake becomes imperative. 

II. A truly Scriptnre.lly constituted 
Chnroh reco1rnises Christ, to Whom she 
is e.llied and united, ae her only Head 
and Me.star, and Hie laws the rule for 
her conduct. 

(1) Snch a Church is the royal throne 
of Christ in His n:ediatorial sove
reignty. 

"Here let the Son o[ Dwid reign, 
And bold n. lasting throne." 

"Here," He ee.ys, "will I dwell, for I 
he.ve desired it." 

(2J He entrusts her with His truth. 
The Church of Christ is the depository 
of truth. 

(3) Hie laws are her rnle. The 
appointment of pastor3, deacons, e.nd 
elders is by Him. Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper He he.a inetitnted ; the 
former is essential to the latter, and 
every be.ptised believer holding the 
faith once delivered nnto the saints he.a 
not only the privilege of the Lord's 
table, bnt it is hiund her bounden duty 
in loyalty to J esne to do this " till He 
oome.· 1 

III. Snob a Scripturally oonetitnted 
Church recognises the Divine purpose 
for which it is oonetitnted. 

(1) The glory of her Lord. 
(2) The.t she should be a distributive 

agency of the.t she has received, 
(3) The prope.gation of the Goepel. 
(4) The preservation of the world. 
IV. Such e. community will always 

be ooneoioue of the dignity of her posi
tion and maint .. in e.n attitude worthy 
of her calling. 

Space forbids in e:1Jten111 this exoellent 
address, which was listened to with 
rapt attention. 

The ohairme.n then oo.lled upon the 
pe.stor-eleot to relate hie call by graoeJ 
to the ministry, and the Articles or 
Faith it was hie intention to maintain. 
These he.ve already been published in 
this mage.zine.• 

After the pastor-elect had related the 
deo.linl!'s of the Lord in his removal 
from Stratford to Warboys, Mr, Alder
son, one of the dee.cone ga~e e.n i!1terest
ing aooount of the way 111 wb1oh the 
heart of thid Church wo.e led to o.sk Mr. 
Marsh to become their po.star. 

The ministers pr,ieent bo.ving signi
fied their aooeptanoe of the Articles of 
Fe.Ith ae read, and the Church signified 
their aooeptanoe of Mr. Marsh a• pastor 
by ■tanding up, pastor E. Mitchell, 
during the standing or the members, 
very solemnly united the hands of Mr. 
Mudh with dee.coo A. Behag as repre
senting the Church, and led in fervent 
pro.yer for the blessing of the Lord on 
the union. (3) W<>rk. The Church haeherwork, 

and this work must harmonise with the 
spirituality of her Constitution. . . 

(4) 1Hoti-r,e. Actuated by a D1v11~e 
principle -LOVE, The glory of God lB 
the end and motive of her actions, aime, 
and labours in life. 

While relating the providentio.l de11l
in1rs of God by which he was led to 
Warboyd, Mr. Marsh made tender o.llu-

• Vtde E.V., Vol. XXXVIII" pp. 180, 2~1: 
I E. V. & G. H .. Vol. L., p. IBU. 
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sion to the love and care of the flock be 
bad left at Stratford ; and the chair
man, with a few kind remarks on the 
!Ilntual _ love of that people, read an 
mterestm1r brotherly letter received 
that morning from Mr. Rider, the 
secretary. 

At the close of the afternoon service· 
about 450 pe.rtook of tee. provided in the 
schoolroom. 

At 6 o'clock the chapel wae filled, as 
Mr. F. T. Newman took the chair to 
preside over the meeting, and e.fter 
reading and prayer, the chairman spoke 
forcibly on the word@, "Ae I was with 
Moses, eo will I be with thee." Both 
prayer and pre.ise ,11e,s stimulated by 
this address, and a key-note to the 
meeting we.s given, me.intained to the 
close. 

THE CHARGE TO THE PASTOR. 

Mr. E. Mitchell delivered the oha.r1re 
to the pe.stor, taking tor the foundation 
of his remarks 1 Timothy iv. 16 
"Take heed unto thyself, e.nd unt~ 
the doctrine; continue in them : for 
in eo doing thou she.It both ee.ve 
thyself e.nd them the.t hee.r thee." 
In hie opening remarks the epee.ker 
allnded e.ffectione.tely t<' the we.y in 
which for some yee.re pe.st he had been 
been brought into close communion 
with the pastor, e.nd indeed the three.de 
of their lives he.d been, e.e it were, inter
twisted in the providence of God. He 
we.rmly commended the pe.store.l 
epistles to hie broth .. r's constant and 
prayerful e.ttention, and spoke of the 
combine.tion in ~he text of godly living_, 
fa,thfnl preach,i,.g, e.nd graciou. -r~wara. 
He ea.id :-We will consider the text in 
rele.tion to yourself. your teaching, and 
its re.ml/ s. 

l. !N RELATION TO YOURSELF, In 
one important sense, the Ieee self ie 
oonsidered the better. Self ie to be 
denied e.nd, e.e fe.r e.e possible, e.boliehed. 
But you must te.ke heed to yourself, 

1. Pliysically. fe.ol we.a not onmind
fui of Timothy's health, ae we see in 
che.p. v. 23. Hee.Ith ie e. splendid tool, 
but it me.y be ee.eily impe.irerl, e.nd it is 
difficult to repe.ir it. 'fhie yon have 
lee.rned by e. pe.inful experience. Merci
fnlly restored to bee.Ith, take heed you 
do not e.ge.in impe.ir it. We.tub over it 
ce.retully. With your ee.rneet e.nd ener
~etic ne.tore this caution ie needed, e.nd 
I trust will be heeded. Although the 
body be the lower pa.rt of me.n, yet it is 
the instrument the Spirit employs in e.11 
its service here below, and without it 
you can neither serve your Me.ster nor 
benefit Hie Church. Most ee.rneetly e.nd 
lovingly do I repee.t thl' ce.ntion, '' Te.ke 
heed to your phyeioe.l bee.Ith." But 
" take heed to yourself.'' 

2. Spiritually. Give this your dili
gent attention both for your comfort 
e.nd your usefulness. You have been 
me.de e. keeper of the vineyard here ; 

while you diligently e.ttend to this 
sacred a.vocation, see to it tbe.t your own 
1it;11: patch wit~in i~ not neglected. 
Spmtoal health 1e eminently deeire.ble. 
In order to this yon will need-

(1) Good food, Don't read the Word 
merely for texts, but let it be your own 
eoul'e _food, and get. plenty of it, well 
well digested by meditation e.nd pre.yer, 
and feed the people on what you he.ve 
yourself fed open. 

(2) Fresh air. This is to be obtained· 
on the !Ilounte.in tops of communion. 
~ounte.ineers a.re invarie.bly more 
vigorous t~e.n dweller~ _in the ve.lleys, 
~n old re01pe for obtaining and retain
ing a beautiful complexion we.e to we.eh 
the face in the morning dew. Let your 
fe.ce be bathed in the dow of the Spirit 
in ee.rly communion, e.nd be as much e.e 
yon ce.n in the mount of God and like 
Moses, yonr fe.ce will shine, 'e.nd yon r 
bee.Ith be vigorous. 

(3) Plenty of emercise. A celebre.ted 
Frenob. physician lay e. dying. Me.ny of 
hie fellow phyaicie.ns were ge.thered 
a.round his bed, le.menting the.t aooh e. 
light in the medioe.l world we.s so soon 
to be extinguished, e.nd se.ying the.t he 
would not lee.ve hie eqnal behind him. 
11 Be of good cheer." ea.id the dying me.n, 
11 I lee.ve three fa.r better phyeicie.nP 
the.n myself behind me in Fre.nce." 
Who are they, we.s the enquiry 1 perhe.pe 
with some trepidation e.nd hope tbe.t he 
mi1rbt ne.me them in tbeir bree.sta. 
" Wholesome food, fredh e.ir, e.nd proper
exerciee," we.a the reply. The word& 
may apply to spiritual bee.Ith as well as 
pbyaice.l. The le.tter-good exercise
must by no mee.ns be omitted. The wiaA 
me.n ea.ta to live, only the goarme.nrl 
lives to ee.t. All you get must be le.id 
out in the M:e.ster's service-spend, e.ncl 
be spent, e.nd come oontinue.lly to Him, 
for fresh supplies. Luther ea.id that 
ree.ding, medit&tion, pre.yer, e,nd tempte.
tion me.ke e. minister. Exercise yourself 
especie.lly in pre.yer, for pre.yer giveH 
exercise to every gre.oa. Te.ke heed to 
yourself-

(3) Practically. You a.re to be e.n 
ense.mple to the flock. More is expected 
from ministers the.n from prive.te mem
bers of the Church. We must go before 
the flock, e.nd e.llure them by our con
duct to follow us. Se.te.n eepecie.lly 
e.ime e.t ministers, e.s, in the late ee.d 
we.r, the Boers picked off our officers. A 
little folly me.y be as the dead fly in the 
e.pothece.ry'a ointmont, "Walk circum
spectly" is an e.dmonition specially 
suited to ministere. 

II. IN RELATION TO YOUR PREACH· 
ING, " Take heed to the doctrine." 
Che.racter is first, e.nd in order to the 
second. If our lives do not reflect His 
pre.ise, 'twere better tbe.t our lips should 
never be opened in Hie ne.me. As 
doctrine means tee.ching yon a.re both 
to pree.oh e.nd tee.oh. The distinction. 
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between teaching and proa.chin'g haR 
been thus defined, " To tea.eh is to tell 
the truth; to .preach is to make the 
truth tell." You will aim to combine 
both these functions-your preaching 
will include teaching. For this you 
will require-

(1) Knowledge, you cannot teach 
what you do not know-. Be always 
acquiring. The late John Slate 
Anderson. in addressing John Box a.t 
his recognition, sa.id something like 
tbis: -" M.y brot.b.er, you will be brought 
to thie position a.t times, 'I've told my 
people a.11 I know,' and it will be true 
that you ha.ve done so. But, my brother, 
take bee.rt, you ha.ve not told them a.ll 
you ma.y learn." This word from your 
own former pastor a.nd friend, I oom

. mend to you. Be ever busy enla.rging 
your store of knowledge. You will a.lso 
need-

(2) Aptitude. This is a. gift from our 
. grea.t covenant Head, and should be 
constantly sought a.t His hand• in 
prayer. He has received gifts for men, 

• W! well as grace, to be heetowed on ue 
ior the work of the ministry. But 
though aptitude he a. gi!t &fJ&rt from a. 
measure of which no man should enter 
the ministry, •·a.pt to tea.eh" being a. 
necessary qua.li6oa.tion, yet this gilt 

_must be ca.rlllully cultivated. And here 
the law of the kingdom obta.ins, "To 

• l.lim that ba.th shall be given." 
• (3) Dilig8nce a.lso is required. 
Labourers &nd not loiterers a.re needed. 
Your teaching must be S,,r-iptural. 
"Preaoh the word." l't•mprdhe,uit·t, 
Deola.re a.II the counsel of IJod. Pro
portiu11at8. The artist not ouly pres1,uts 
i,very feature in pa.inting a portra.it, but 
every feature in due plaoe a.nd propor
tion, otherwise that which should be 
a. likenbss becomes a. oarioature. 
Ha·rt1.,•11-ivu&. Never let your preaching 
oontradiot your praying. DiHti11ctiv8. 
'fbe trumpet must givi, no unoerr.ain 
souud. 

Ill. IN RELATION TO RESULTS, ·• ID 
so doiug tbou shalt both Pave tbyselt

1 a.nd th11m that h@ar thee." You neea 
not to be reminded that •alvation is all 
of gra.oe. But it is in faithful well
doing we rea.oh the goa.l of -0ur hopes, 

. lldld by faithful preaching th&t we in
stromenta.lly sa.ve oar bearers. The 
speaker conoluded his discourse with 
ea.rnest a.ad affectiona.te expressions of 
deeire for the pa.stor's ha.ppiness a.ud 
usefulness in his new oh&rge. 

Pastor James E. Flegg then delivered 
the obarge to the Cburoh lrom the 
words, ·• Remember them wbiob have 
the rule over you, who have •roken 
unto you the Word of God: whose faith 
follow, considering the end of their 
oonversation" (Heb.xiii. 7). He noted-

I. The po1itiun ocoupud. The 
minister w .. s not a. lord over God'• 
heritage, bot the offi.oe of the pastor 

we.a a. divine a.ppointment. He was one 
to whom the care of a. Church wa.s com
mitted (l Tim. iii. 5). He we.a over 
them in the Lord, a.~ an undershepherd. 
To this work the minister is ap:pmnted 
by ·God, He does not receive his com
mission from bishop or eoclesiastica.l 
conola.ve. They bad listened in the 
afternoon bow the Lord called their 
pa.etor and ma.de him a. minister. 
Further, their pa.stor had bis position 
among them by their own choice. He 
wa.s not thrust upon them by a. pa.tron, 
but believing it to be God's will they 
had called him there. Suoh were those 
who were to guide and lead. Over them 
in -the Lord, &nd, a.• guided and led by 
liis Spirit, they were to guide and lead 
1:iis people. 

II. The work !pecified. There were 
ma.ny questions tba.t were deepl) 
interestmg and important, but the onu 
business of the minister was to "preach 
the Word "-dootrina.lly, experiment
ally, practically, giving instruotion, 
oorreotion, wa.rning . 

III. 1'he iuju11ct·io11. Remember them. 
They should know their pa.•tor-know 
him intimately by free intercourse. 
They must remember him e;s a man 
subject to· limita.tions, infirmities, and 
temporal needs. Also, a.s a. 111illister, he 
wa.s rol&ted to them a.a no other prea.ober. 
He should be more to them than every 
othd prea.oher. That, if he was to be a 
blessing to them, be was dependent 
upon God, and could give only what he 
reoi,ived. 'l'ba.t there were exercises of 
mind peculiar to a. minister, and many 
things experieno,d by him that he 
might be a.blti to speak a word in sea.son. 
Tha.t his work amongst them was one 
of grea.t importa.noe. 'l'herefore, re
member him in pi,b/io pray~r. Prayer 
wa.• the key to prosperity, therefore let 
the prayer-meeting be well sustained. 
Not only eo, but pray in primte, and 
the answer would oowe in publio. Also, 
by hearty co•operat-it>11. A geuera.l might 
b11 exoeeaiugly skilful aud brave, but he 
oould not wm a. ba.ttle single-h11,nded. 
If the pa.etor led, they must follow, 
helping together in u.11 holy enter
pri•e•. 

IV. 'l'he end II( their oom:er,atimi. A 
fa.1thful minist11r put lir•t &DJ foremost 
the honour of God, the glory of hia 
Master. In so doing he sought tho 1ea.l 
and la.oting good of bis people. 

Thi, oolleotion wa.s then ta.ken, the 
profit• uf whiob were to b., devoted 
toward tbe expenses of the pastor's 
removal, and· a.mounted to £24 12s. 

Word• of hearty greeting a.ud Gospel 
I addresoes were delivered by pastor,, 

Hazelton (St.Neots),Newton W1sbeob. 
Peter• (Whittlesea.), a.nd Winoh (Cba.t
tuis). Brotbtr .Mor ling ( Cottenba.m) 
wrote regretting h•• in&hility to bi, 
present and brother F. S. Hey nold • 
(0ver),

0

througb illnes@, wa.s obliged tu 
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leave after the afternoon service. Each 
of the brethren, with Mr. S. G. Ince, 
deacon of the Church at Stratford, took 
part in the devotional parts of the ser
vice. The services were closed with o. 
few words of very hearty thanks from 
the pastor to all who had so le.bo11red to 
make these services e. s11ccess, and to the 
friends so readily providing acoommo
de.tion for friends from e. distance to 
stay the night. 

D11ring the evening congratulatory 
telegrams were read from the friends 
assembled at the re-opening services at 
Brentford, from pastor R. E. Sears, and 
from Mr. e.1ad Mrs. Lewia Harvey. 

Reviewing the services of this day, we 
oe.n truly eay with the editor of e. local 
paper, "This was e. red-letter day for 
the Warboys Be.i,tist~ ... 

The Lord seal the union with long 
and lasting blessing, and fr11it to His 
glory, 

SUCCOTH, RUSHDEN. 
RECOGNITION SERVICES OF MR. E. 

ROE AS PASTOR. 

THESE important services were held on 
Sept. 27th. The afternoon meeting was 
preAided over by Pastor B. J. N ortbfield, 
of March, and after e. hymn had been 
sung, and a portion of Scripture read 
by Mr. J, Bennett, Mr. Mntimer, of 
Brentford, was graciously led in prayer 
for the Divine blessing, after which he 
stated the nature of a Gospel Ch11roh 
from l Cor. i. 2. 

The Chairman in his opening remarks 
spoke of his joy in being present, as he 
had known their pastor from II child, 
was made helpfol to him when under 
conviction of sin, and also had the joy 
of immersing him in the Triune name 
some few years since. He reminded us 
of the importance of II minister being 
e. Christian, and though none present 
doubted the sincerity of their pastor's 
Christianity, yet it would give all great 
pleasure to bear how the Lord made him 
e. Christian. Mr. Roe then stated 

HIS CALL BT GRACE. 

Beloved brother Northfield and Chris
tian triende, it gives me great pleasure 
to record in some humble way what I 
have reason to believe were the Lord'R 
<lea.lings with me in calling me 011t of 
darkness into His marvellous light. It 
was my privilege to be born of bumble 
hut godly parents l\t March in 1882, yet 
I soon manifeet,Ad e. way ward nee~ that 
clearly proved I was '' conceived in sia 
and shapen in ir>iquity." My nature 
and actions were both evil. I constantly 
attended chapel. under the pastoral care 
of Yr. Northfield, not of my own choice, 
but by pa.rental force. I wo11ld sit on 
the gallery and anxiou~ly wait to hear 
11 Amen," and then proceed home and 
ridic11le what had been spoken. When 
about 11 years of age I lert rny 

e.gric11ltur11l employment, and was 
engaged at Messrs. Cash and Co's. boot 
and snoe establishment, and during my 
service there I often had weighty 
thoughts concerning my @ins, death, 
and the judgment, and so great was my 
burden at one time that I well remem
ber falling upon my knees at the back 
of the shop, and weeping, and praying 
for mercy, yet strange to say, I plunged 
into sin again and age.in after this. It 
was while employed e.t this shop that I 
joined the local corps of the 3rd 
Volunteer B,i,ttalion Suffolk Regiment, 
and on my first joining that company 
my sins knew no bound. Drink and the 
indulgence of corrupt passions was my 
principal thought. My dear parents 
would cry to see me in that sinful con• 
dition, but even e. tender father's words, 
and a loving mother'd tea.re could not 
eoften my hard bee.rt, and change my 
stubborn will. The ad verse.ry was deter
mined I should be his slave, but God, 
who is rich in mercy, intended to make 
me His willing servant. He we.a plee.sed 
to bid me live, and so fulti.l Ezek. xvi. 6 
ia my experience. 

lu the month of July, 1900, I was led 
to associate with a certain person who 
was dedtined to be the instrument of 
causin~ me to see and feel my sins a 
burden. It so happened that one Lord's• 
day evening we were walking together, 
and my friend seemed so very different, 
the.t I asked the reason, when I was in
formed of the death of her fa.tber, who 
had died some few years before. The 
moment I was informed of this these 
words W6te applied with power to my 
heart, 11 What would become of your 
soul if you were oa.lled to die 1 " 

It was now my turn to be different. 1 
was dumb. We walked on in silenoe. 
The sins of my pe.st appee.red plainly, 
so plainly that _l could_ name sin upon 
sin, and May, guilty, guilty, undone tor 
ever. I went home, and thou to bed, 
but not to sleep. The pains of hell gat 
hold upon me, and I found sorrow and 
trouble. I felt the law to be the_ minie
tration of death and condemna.t1on, for 
it caused me to feel death and condem• 
nation in my oonscienoe. The 12t~ ve_rse 
of Ephes. ii. wae the means of s1nk1nic 
m6 into great ang11ish of mind and soul. 
I tried to e.cknowledge my tra.ns• 
greeeioas day and night, feeling fully 
persuaded that he.d God consigned me 
to endless wee it was no lees than I 
merited. At this time I was employed 
on the G E.R. Company, and we.~ com• 
pelled to labour e.mong some who knew 
not God, and though these had been my 
choicest companion•, I could n~t 
possibly rest ID their company. Thie 
brought persecution and scorn. Often 
did I get into a brake, and end'3&vour to 
pray tor that mercy I felt I so needed. 
Ah, friend~, me.ny prayers were 
offered for the Lora to speak to my 
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soul in those railway brakes, l 
attended Providenoe Chapel, Maroh, 
ae often as I could, bot Mr. Northfield 
and the law seemed to agree to sink me 
lower, for on one oocasion he looked at 
me, and eaid, "Tbe Lord will see every 
one, and judge them as if he wae the 
only one there." The burden of sin and 
guilt. death and judgment increased, 
and I came to the conclusion that the 
mercy I sought I never should find. 
Still I oould not abandon prayer nor 
neglect the means of graoe. 1:food works 
I tried, but found no relief tberefrom. 
I wonld be at work all night, and rob 
myself of rest on Sundays in order to 
attend obapel, thinking surely God will 
take notice and bless me for all this, 
but I bad yet to learn it is all of graoe. 
I continued in this state for about six 
months, till I could feelingly say, •· My 
tears have been my meat day a.ad ni1rbt." 
Doring that never-to-be-forgotten 
period I did not mention a word about 
my soul trouble to any human being. 
At length tbe time oame for me to enter 
into the joy of knowing my sine were 
forgiven and forgotten by Him who 
bath eaid, Yonr sins and your iniquitie• 
will I remember no more. It oame 
about in this way, I bt..rted for work 
at 6 p.m.; previous to going I prayed as 
I tben thought for tbe last time. In 
order to reaob my ollioe I had to asoend 
a steep bank, and as it bad been raining 
duriog tbeday, the ground was slippery. 
I was w11lking up this bank. telling tbe 
Lord what a lot I would do if He would 
but tell me I was saved, whl'n soddenly 
I fell down, my basket rolling down 
the bank on one aide or me, my oan and 
Its oontenta the other. At this I 
immediately gave strong expressions to 
my feelings. My feelings that Dil{ht 
are perfeotly indeaoribabll'. Everything 
was takeu from me. I felt every 
moment wonld be my last on earth, and 
I should shortly be in bell. This took 
plaoe on a oold night in Deoember, but 
oolder still were mr feelings. I 
gradually felt worse tit 11 4,; p.m., and 
then I said to myself, I oan endure this 
no longer. I went to a brake, olimbed 
in, fastened the door, extinguished my 
la~p, and though I ooold not speak 
with an audible voioe, I verily believe 
my neart spoke, "God be merciful to 
me, tl.e sinner." No light entered my 
soul, and I contemplated the great evil 
of suicide, and accordingly got out of 
the brake and stood on one of the metals 
with my back to the buffer of tbe brake, 
faoing some oncoming truoke which 
were being shunted off the bank. But 
as I stood thus waiting for death the 
Lord brought me life in my feelings, by 
saying to me, "I shall not die, but live. 
and declare the works of tbe Lord " 
(Pea. oxviii. 17), and with the words I 
was favoured with sooh a faith's view 
of the Saviour that I was lost in wonder, 
love, llild praise. I again entered the 

brake, and with tears of joy praised the 
Lord for sine forgiven, and for pre
serving me from so sad an end as self. 
destruction. The ordinance of believers· 
baptism was laid upon my mind. I 
earnestly dosired to confess the good
ness of the Lord unto me, but did not 
wish to do wrong. " If ye love l\le keep 
My oommandments" was the text whioh 
led me to deoide. I came before the 
Churoh of Christ at Marob, related my 
experience, they accepted me, and in 
June, 1901, I, with four others (one of 
whom was my eldest brother) was 
baptized in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. 

This was followed by Mr. Roe relat
ing hie 

CALL TO THE MINISTRY, 

He said his earliest reoolleotion Wal! 
impressed with tbe idea that one day 
he should preach, thou1rh how and 
when it would come about he could not 
imagine. As a lad I oan remember 
sitting by the •ide ot my father and 
watching Mr. Northfield preach, and 
would say to myself, ·• Yee, I shall do 
just like that one day," Aftvr the Lord 
oonvioted me and led me to enjoy the 
sweets of pardoning love and mercy, I 
had strong exercises of mind concerning 
preaching, These caused me to pray, 
and a.sit that if they were God-given to 
increase them, if not to remove them. 
The Lord answered prayer, for Ho 
increased them. I had a dream one 
night, and in tha.t dream I was preach
ing at a little obapel at Guyhirne, upon 
the words of N ehemiah1 "So I µrayed 
to the God of heaven.' Five weeks 
a.fter I was visiting Guybirne, and 
attended obapel, aod a good brother 
asked me to speo,k. At first I begged 
him to ask someone else, but no, he 
would not, so I ooneentedi' though I did 
not enter the pulpit. spoke for 11, 

quarter-of-an-hour from the very 
words already mentioned, Thus wa• 
my dream fulfilled. Following this I 
was sorely tempted, and felt I bl\d dono 
wrong in consenting to speak. Thu 
solemnity of the matter was a source or 
trial to me. Still preauh iog wa• 
impressed on my mind. I have oprnt 
~"veral moments preaching in a brake. 
My Bible-class teaober requested me on 
several ocoasions to address the olaee, 
whioh I did. One Thursday night while 
on my way to chapel, Mr. Guy aoooeted 
me on tbe rown Bridge, and said," Good 
evening ; you are just the young man I 
want to see, my mind has been exer
oiaed about you, and I want you to go 
to Benwiok with me next Sunday." He 
asked me to tbiok it over, and let him 
have a reply. So after asking the Lord 
for direction, and feelinf{ it was His 
will I should go, I went, and John xvi. 
33 was my te11t. After the service I 
told a friend that I waij goinll' homti, as 
I felt so ashamed of myeelf. lie said, 
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"No you are not, you are to stay all 
day." So they made me stay all day. Soon 
after this Mr. Northfield requested me 
to go to Tip's End to preach, and eo with 
tbe opening of other doors I soon became 
regularly engaged in the Ma.eter'e ser
vice. I had many doubts and fears at 
this time as to whether I were a God
sent minister, but the Lord silenoed 
them by giving me Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, 
and also permitting me to see souls 
blessed under the word preached. 

"Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
Ilither by Thy help I'm come ; 

And I hope with Thy good pleasure 
Safely to arrive at bome: 

The Chairman then called upon the 
_pastor-elect to give the leadinge of 
.Providence to Rushden. 

The pastor ""td : In June, 1903, I first 
preached here, and m July of the same 
year I received an unanimous invite for 
.-;ix months with a view to the pastorate. 
.Like Hezekiah, I spread the letter 
before tho, Lord, and the answer received 
W'I.S, "For the Lord of hosts hath 
purposed, and who shall disannul it?" 
lisa. xiv. 27). Feeling it was the Lord's 
will I accepted the invite, service to 

-uommence in January, 1904. I con
tinued to supply for them till 
l)ecember, 1903, and in January I took 
LIP my abode here. When I had served 
the Church three months I was 
unanimously requested to accept the 
pastorate ; the eame I declined, for I 
t1id not feel as I prayed and desired to 
feel. Five weeks after when in prayer 
upon the all-important matter, these 
words 8ettled my feelings, '"This is the 
way, walk ye in it." Thus it will be 
eeen that I preached before the Church 
.and congregation twelve months before 
it wee definitely settled that I should 
become their pastor. 

Brother F. Verley gave the leadings 
of Providence on beh .. U of the Church, 
after which the pastor and brother 
"Verley j.iined hands, Mr. Northfield 
-ealling upon all members present to 
•ignify their approval by holding up 
their right hand, and then said,•· What 
·<lod hath joined together let not man 
JJUt asunder." 

The pastur then stated the doctrines 
he hoped to preach. 

At the close of the afternoon service 
cthe friends adjourned to the school
room for tea. 

In the evening the chair was again 
occupied by pa•tor Northfield. Our 
t:steemed brother Jarman (of Irthling
r;oro) read 2 Tim. iv., and offered the 
recognition prayer. Pastor R. Mutimer 
delivered tbeoharge to the Church from 
Phil. ii. 29, and pastor B. J. Northfield 
Kave the oharge to the pastor from 
l Tim. iii. 15, The Benediction was 
i,ronounoed by pastor Roe, and thus a 
vrofitable and happy meeting wa.s 
,nought to a olose. 

The proceeds of the day, after pe.ying 
expenses, were handed to the pastor. 

On Monday, October lOth, our 
esteemed pastor was married to Berthu. 
Mabel, younger da.ughter or Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Cook, of Fenetanton, Hunte. Th.i 
ceremony was performed by Mr. B. J. 
N orthfield,at Providence Chapel, Maroh. 
The friends at "Succoth" were dis
posed to arrange for 11, tea and meeting 
to welcome the pastor and his wifr. 
'!'hie was heartily and most cheerfully 
gone into. Many were the congratula
tions and loving good wishes expressed 
for the temporal and spiritual happi
ness of Mr. and Mrs. Roe. To show the 
sincerity of their love, the friends pre
sented to Mr. and Mrs. Roe a purse con
taining seven pounds ten shillings . 

The pastor feelingly thanked the 
friends on the behalt on himself and 
wife for the practical way in which 
they had manifested their love to them • 

May the Lord bless this union, and 
make it a blessing to this Church, so 
,prays W. H. 

CHATHAM (ENON),-The harvest 
thanksgiving ~.,rvices were held on 
October 23rd, when two sermons were 
preached by Mr. E. Rose, of Fulham, 
who was greatly helped in his dis
courses suitable for tbe occasion. These 
services were continued on Oct. 26th, 
when pastor J. N. Throssell, of 
Meopham, Kent, was with ue, who 
spoke in his Master's name-afternoon 
from Ja.a. i. 17, and in the evening from 
Paa. oiv. 32,-whioh we trust will hear 
much fruit in daye to come. We were 
greatly cheered by thesi, services, 
although few in number, and helped to 
go on our way rejoicing. Colleotions 
about the same. God he glorified.-
0. c. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
THE forty-third annual meeting wa.s 
held on Tuesday, October 25th, 1904, at 
Soho Bap·tiet Chapel. The. Devotional 
Service commenced at 3.90 1n the after
noon. The vice-president (pastor R. 
Mutimer) presided. Hea.rty pr~ise and 
earnest prayer were offered to G~d, and 
two inspiring addresses delivered, 
Messrs. Abbott, Oolls, Vinall, Moule. 
Millwood Easter and Chambers offered 
prayer. 'Pastor E. Me.rsh'd warm· 
hee.rLed address was based upon tbe 
words "Praise for the Past." Pastor 
W Chisnall, who took pastor F. S. 
R~ynolds' place (through illnBBs), 
pointed to the Scripture-" Q11it yon 
like men: be strong." 

The evening meeting, whioh was well 
attended commenced at 6 o'clock, the 
president in_ the ch:_ai_r, supported by 
many prominent m1n1sters of the de
nomination. After prayer by brother 
Mutimer and reading by brother W. F. 
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Waller, pastor S. T. Belcher (the eeore
ta.ry) read an excellent report, the 
intereeting feature of it being that it 
wae largely oompoeed by onr brother 
Booth. Onr president termed it a 
manly, plain and straightforward re
port, and not "ma.de np." The list of 
officers a.nd committee for 1904-6 was 
rea.d. Brother Brett, onr esteemed 
treasurer, then read the finanoia.l state
ment, which be termed the best be ba.d 
rea.d for some time, and wa.s reoei ved 
with applause. Brother Coils moved 
the adoption of the report, election of 
offioere a.nd committee, together with 
the financial account as rendered. In a 
speech of a stirring nature be besought 
ne all to "Be strong," hie remarks 
fitting in very well wi~b brother 
Cbisnall'e in the afternoon. He ap
pealed to the ohairma.n to grant a few 
minntes for prayer during the meeting 
for the yonng girl referred to in the 
report by onr brother Booth. She bad 
confessed her belief in J esne, and 
desired to follow Him in baptism, bnt 
was prevented by her heathen parents. 
Brethren Tyler (late Isle of Wight) and 
Nnnn (Chadwell-street) offered fervent 
prayer on this dear one's behalf. 
Brother J. E. Flegg seconded the 
adoption of the report, eto., and in 
speaking of onr progress as a Mission, 
thongbt we might be termed "Moderate
Progressives." Whilst we ever shall be 
conservative for the trntb, yet progress 
we mnst. Brother Millwood gave a· 
little speeoh respeoting the Christmas
box for India. Brother Josiah Morling 
aaid the letters be received from bis 
son were enoonraging. Referring to 
Christ's " other " sheep, onr brother 
cl welt with pleasing effeot npon the' 
words" Them I IIIUST bring." Brother 
Sears urged the necessity for renewed 
conseoro.tion in the Lord's service. 
Brother Sapey also delivered a abort 
bnt earnest address. Onr president 
pointed ont the need of increase in 
funds, especially as onr brother Booth 
will be returning for a holiday next 
year. Beside the oolleotion, the seore
t1u y went round and received money 
and promises wbiob it is hoped will 
amount to a very nsefnl snm. Prayer 
by brother Obisnall~ followed by "All 
bail the power of Jeen's name," oon
olnded services wbioh will not be for
gotten. 

Towards the olose of the meeting the 
ohairman stated that onr brother Booth 
was sendiI1g some negatives of photos, 
whioh would shortly be ma.de into 
slides and "form a very interesting part 
of the ooming leotnres to be delivered 
in onr Snnday-sohools. 

IPSWICH (BJ:THEBDA).-On Novem
ber 2nd a meeting of old soholara 
and teaohers ( the first held here) took 
plaoe. Abont 250 sat down to tea. At 

the evening meeting onr pastor pre
sided, being snpported by l)resent 
deacons and late superintendent and 
secretary. After heartily welcoming 
those assembled, onr pastor rea.d por
tions of Soriptnre, after which he read 
letters from friends unable to be pre
sent. These were very interestinl!', and 
happy memories were awakened. A 
number of brief addressee were then 
given, which were listened to with 
mnoh profit. Special hymns were snnl" 
during the evening. A few helpful 
word~ from the pastor brought to a 
olose a meeting whioh will be long 
remembered. 

PECKHAM (ZION,HEATON•ROAD).
A special service was held on Tuesday. 
October 25th, with a view to reduce the 
debt on the building. Mr. F. T. Newman 
presided. The meeting commenced 
with praise, reading a.nd prayer ; a.nd 
after the reading of a statement by the 
treasurer, pastor J. R. Debnam (Nun
head) gave us a sweet and refreshing 
address founded on the text '' He sbe,11 
be gree,t to the ends of the earth." 
Pastor J. Ee.ster ( Bassett-street) fol
lowed with a happy and enooure.ginar 
message, be.sed on Pea. xlvi., "God in 
the midst of her," reiterating the ever
glorious truth, that though Zion may 
be low, glorious things are spoken 
of her - tbe.t she is not without 
constant support and defence. Pastor 
E. White (Woolwioh) then spoke, faoe
tiously remarking that the former 
speaker be.d his, text. Nevertheless, 
following it up, he gave u~, what we 
felt to be, a distinctly helpful word. 
Regret was expressed at the absenoe of 
brother Andrews (Fnlham), who wa~ 
laid aside by illness. Altogether, tho 
meetin~ was very inspiriting and en
oooraging, the oolleotions eolipeing 
former 00011,sion~, for wbiob we heartily 
say, " Praise Gnd from Whom all bless
ings flow ."-J. KNIGHTS. 

GURNEY ROAD, STRATFORD. 
THIRTY-FIFTH ANNIVll:RSARY, 

MEETINGS of a most enoonraging ohar
aoter were held on November l:lth and 
16th. Pastor R. Mutimer, of Brentford, 
preaohed on the Lord'e-day-in the 
morning from l Oor. xv. 4, and in the 
eveniog from Aots xxvii. 2ii, 26. He wa• 
greatly helped, the disJourses were 
mnoh enjoyed, and we trust lasting
blessing will result. 

On Tuesday afternoon our late pastor 
(E. Marsh) gave a beautiful ell:position 
of the Goepel-the kingdom of God, ite 
vindication, violence and final viotory. 
Tea was served to a good company in 
the new eohool bnildings. The public 
meeting in the evening was ably pre
sided over by Mr. T. B. Vinall, who, 
after a hymn ha.d been sung, read a 
portion of Boripture. Mr. W. H. 
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Abrahams, of Woolwich, offered prayer. 
The report, which was read by the 
secretary, stated, among1t other tnings, 
that the palt year had been one of 
much anxiety, but God had been with 
them. They h.ad hoped to retain their 
pastor, but he had been removed. Their 
pastor left them in peace, and in peace 
they continued. They were thankful 
for the faithful testimony to whioh 
they had since listened, but not enjoy
ing a pastorless experience their eyes 
were np to the gre..t Shepherd to send 
them an under-shepherd. The various 
institutions were healthy and giving 
signs of some blesRing. Congregations 
were vrell maintained, and Sunday
school and Gospel Band progressing. 

A prayer-meeting was held on Sunday 
evening prior to the service. A Doroas 
Society. Mothers' Meeting, and Needle
work Class for girls were carried on, 
and the Band of Hope had been re
vived. 

The chairman referred to the satis
factory tone of the report, and ga.ve a 
stimulating and encouraging address, 
emphasizing the Christian's privilege 
and power in prayer, his remarks being 
hilrhly appreciated. 

Helpful addresses, interspersed with 
suitable hymns, were then given by 
brethren J. Chandler from Rom viii. 
26, T. Henson upon "That I may know 
Christ," J. E. Flagg on '' They lacked 
nothing," E. White on John viii. 36,and 
our late pastor (E. Marsh) on II I have 
eeen God face to face." 

Spiritual thought and feeling were 
the characteristics of the meeting, and 
after the Doxology and the Benediction 
we separated, with the conscious feeling 
that God ha1 been in our midst and in 
the enjoyment of His blessing. Collec-
tions £11 3s. lld. J. H. R. 

GOLDSMITH ROAD, LEYTON. 
SERVICES to commemorate the seventh 
anniversary of the re-opening were held 
on November 6th and 8th. On the 
Sunday Mr. A. Silvester pre&ohed from 
Ezek. x.u:iv. 36 and Ephes. iii. 19. The 
Tuesday afternoon . sermon "!"&B de
livered, as on previous occasions, by 
Mr. E. Mitchell, whose disoourae on 
Mark ix. 41, "Because ye belong to 
Obrist," was much enjoyed, as the 
speaker enlarged upon Christ's pro
prietorship of Hie people, and the 
evidenoes they possess that they belong 
to Him. 

In the evening Mr. G. Ridley pre
sided over a public meeting and read 
Psa. lxi:i:iv. and Mai, iii., after which 
Mr. Grimwood asked the Divine bless
ing. 

The chairman then made a few re
marlr.s upon Col. iii. 16, " Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly in &II 
wisdom," and called upon Mr. Sha.rpe, 
the secretary. to read the report. 

Although no particular progress could 
be shown, yet the report evinced a 
hopeful spirit, and contained the inter
esting and satiefaotory intelligence that 
a Sunday-sohool had lately been started 
and about fifty names were on the 
books. 

Mr. A. Silvester then gave an address 
on the words, '· We will not forsake the 
house of onr God" (Neh. x. 39), em11ha
sising the need of constant and regular 
attendance, because it is the house of 
our God, and because ofttimes it is the 
gate of heaven to our souls. 

Mr. E. Mitchell, talr.ing the words in 
l Sam. xi:i. 9. "There is noue like that ; 
give it me," spolr.en by David of the 
sword of Goliath, showed how these 
words were applicable both to the Word 
of God and to prayer, noticing that we 
need to carry the war into the enemy's 
country, and that prayer brings our 
Captain into the field. 

Mr. J.P. Gibbens, from Philip. iv. l, 
·• Stand fast in the Lord," showed how 
the apostle, recognising the Pbilippiane' 
standing in Christ, bade them stand 
PABT. Being already in covenant 
relationship, their names written in 
heaven, &nd endowed with all spiritual 
blessings, in a standing that could 
never be removed, they were to stand 
fast in the truths of the Word, in the 
doctrines, in the ordinances, and in the 
precepts of the Gospel. 

Mr. H. J. Galley, from the words 
"Thy Word is truth" (John xvii. 17)1 gave a spirited address in defenoe or 
the Scriptures, showing th&t both his
tory and experience a,rree in confirming 
the truth or God'ij Holy Word. 

Mr. A. Lioence, from the words, 
"Now unto Him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, aooording to the power 
that worketb in us" (Ephes. iii. 20), 
drew epeoial attention to the words 
according (mentioned twelve times in 
the first three ohaptere or Epbe•ians), 
riches (six times), and eri;ceeding (three 
time•). 

BETHESDA, NOTTING HILL GATE. 
SERVICES in connection with the 
thirty-seventh anniversary of the 
opening of the above place of worship 
were held on November 13th and 16th. 
On the Lord's-day Mr. J.P. Goodenough 
preached-in the morning from the 
words "And thou she.It remember all the 
way ~hicb the Lord thy God led thee," 
etc. (Dent. viii. 2), and in the evening 
rrom l These. iii. (part of ver. 4), '' Even 
as it came to pass." 

On the following Tueed&y, at S.16 
p.m., Mr. R. Mutimer preached from 
Mars xvi. 6, 11 Behold the place where 
they laid Him." Our brother first 
gathered us (in our thought!!) rou.nd 
the cross, and bow glad were our bee.rte 
as be led ue into the green pastures, 
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showing us the necessity in all the 
details concerning the death and burial 
of our Lord. Truly we felt the force of 
the wortle, 

"Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 
Which before the cross I spend." 

Then later, as we collected round the 
place where they laid Him, what joy 
and consolation we realised in the 
knowledge of having a risen Lord. who 
has entered into the heavens as the 
firetfruite of them that slept. 

At 5 o'clock tea was provided. 
Brother Newman presided at the 

evening meeting, Psalms ou:ii. and 
cxxvii. were read, after wbioh brother 
Dann engaged in prayer. 

The chairman then gave an address 
on the privilege of having a place ~ 
worship in, pointing out the need 1n 
our day for a faithful proolamation of 
the Word, also giving us a little insight 
into his own experience when called by 

gr~~ minute eeoret.ary read the report, 
which showed a year of trials and diffl
calties; bat yet, notwithstanding these, 
the mercies of our Triune God had more 
than 011tweighed them ; so that though 
we are still witboat a pa.Ator. yet we 
oan press forward with increased 
oourage, believing that 

"He who hns helped us hitherto, 
Will help us all our Journey through." 

Our dear brethren Boddington and 
Thiselton, the deaoone, have been 
wonderfully supported, and though 
their late co-worker, brother Oxborrow, 
reoeived the home-call early in the year, 
and the former brother being laid aside 
for several weeks, yet He who giveth 
more grace bas supplied the every need; 
thus they continue on their war. 

The Repair Fond showed aat1sfaotory 
progreBB, several kind friends having 
greatly helped to lower the amount 
due. We hope soon to be able to say 
that we are free from debt altogether. 

After the report the followin,r breth
ren gave addre888B :-Brother Andrews 
from "Unto you therefore whioh be
lieve He is preoioua" (1 Pet. ii., part of 
ver. 7); brother Cornwell from "Our 
oonverution is in heaven" (Philip. iii 
20) ; brother Galley from •• There re
maineth therefore a rest to the people 
of God" (Heb. iv. 9) ; brother Mutimer 
from "Having loved His own, He 
lovetb them onto the end" (John xiii. 
1). Ea.oh of the brethren was greatly 
helped, and we proved it good to be 
there. 

Brother Ackland olOlled with prayer, 
Throughout the eervioes a spirit of love 
and unity wu discernible, and we de
sire to expreu our thanll:B to all the 
friend, who helped to make them ea 
~uaoel!Bfnl. Oolleotione amounted to 
£7 6s. To Him would we asoribe all the 
hononr and glory both now and ever. 
Amen. T. 0. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
A DONATION of 2~. 6d, from an aged 
one Framlingham, is acknowledged 
with thanks. Help snob as this is moat 
osefal, and the Committee would be 
glad to receive similar sums from all 
parts of the country. The Christmas 
and New Year's Collecting Cards have 
been issued. Any friends able to use 
some oan be supplied from the Office, 
where also Collecting Boxes can be 
obtained. . . 

• "An admirable place, a land of Beulah 
for the aged pilgrims," So wrote Sir 
W. Muir, Principal of Edinburgh 
University, after inspeoting the 
Hornsey Rise Asylum, where for thirty
three years aged pilgrims have found a 
happy home; 120 inmates, from 96 to 64 
years of age, are u~d:r its roof. 

Upwards of £700 per annum are 
needed for the maintenance of this 
large building, the keeping up of the 
garden and the numerous incidental 
expenses. The Committee carefully 
watch all details of expenditure, and 
the strictest economy, consistent with 
effl.oienoy, is practised. Tbe Asylum 
Hall affords aoonvenient meeting place 
for the inmates and friends, and teas 
and illustrated leotures are given from 
time to time. At Ohrietmae the Lady 
Visitors hope that the liberality of 
their friends will enable them to make 
their usual distrib~t~on of meat. 

• For twenty years the Home at Stam-
ford Hill has been an abode for nine of 
the pensioners. Those now under ita 
roof are or ages ranging from 92 to 73. 
It is near Stamforit Hill Station 
(G.E.R.), and St. Ann's Station (M.R.), 
and oa.n also be easily reached by tram
car. Those who have never seen this 
quiet little Home would find that a visit 
would well repay them. Urgeut repair~ 
ban exhauRted the Maintenance Fund. .. 

* The Benevolent Fonda are necessary 
adjunote to the Homes, providing 
medioal attendance and other comforts 
for the eiok and infirm, and supplement
ing the provision made by the kindred 
of the pensioners for n urslng their aged 
ones. Additional oontrlbutlons are 
ll're&tly needed. An infirmary at the 
Horneey Rise Asylum is under the care 
of a resident nurse, and in It several or 
the most aged and infirm are tenderly 
oared for. 

------~--------

5ont ~omt. 
SOPHIA 0ABOLINE KNIGHT, 

(1812-1904). 
The subjeot of this Memoir we.a one 

whose long life was the reflex of the 
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grace and love of Him whom she loved 
to serve. The name of Knight has long 
been known in connection with Mount 
Zion, Hill-street, and Shouldham-street 
Churches, and it may be said of our 
~lorified sister, "The memory of the 
just is blessed.'' We would have wished 
to ha.ve been in possession of more in
forma.tion than we ha.ve for the spa.red 
life of 92 yea.re, 70 yee.rs or more of 
wbich as a.n hononra.ble member of 
Strict Baptist Churchee is worthy of a 
fall record. To God be a.II the glory for 
what our sister was, and for what she 
did. Ee.rly on the morning of Oct. 22nd 
her summons came, and although for 
Aome months she had been confined to 
bed. her end was not expected, but 
pea.cefnlly God's messenger conveyed 
her spirit to the realms of bliss. When 
young she was ce.lled, and was baptized 
hy the honoured servant of God, George 
Coombs, whose ministry she attended 
until his removal by death. Sub
sequently she united with the Church 
a.t Meades Court, then nnder the pastoral 
care of John Stevens, of revered 
memory ; later being dismissed to 
Mount Zion, Hill-street, where for many 
years she was favoured and fed through 
the also faithful ministry of the late 
John Foreman. The demise of that man 
of God bronght a che.nge which led to 
our sister and her beloved husband (who 
predeceased her by 24 yee.rs) uniting 
with the Church at Shouldhe.m-street, 
where she remained in membership 
until her home-call, a period of 28 
yee.rs. For the pa.et seven years (there
about) she had been una~le to fill ~er 
position in the Church with her bodily 
presence, but her heart was there. _her 
loving. prayerfnl, and pract1ce.l 
sympathy being shown thronghont. It 
was the writer's privilege to visit her 
from time to time, and he found, not
withste.nding her great age (92 years), 
the powers of memory, bee.ring, Beeing, 
and speaking remarkable. Brilliantly 
were the grace and love of God mani
fested by her faith, hope, and l<;>ve? and 
her testimony always bore fruit, 1ne.e
much as the visitor carried a.way with 
him a somethi11g which ~etter fitted 
him for service. "She shewed forth Hie 
pre.ise." The precious blood of Christ 
and the Holy Spirit's work she 
repeatedly referred to with snob 
expression of features and emphasis of 
words that the bedchamber became a 
•e.nctuary, for God indeed was there. 
Sweet is the remembranoe of those 
visits, which were the means of she wing 
what sovereign grace can do for and b.Y 
a sanctified sinner. A blessed pulpit 
preparation these sea.sons became for 
her pastor. For some time (a.bout three 
wet'ks) before she pa.ased away sl)e was 
conete.ntly comforted by the words. 
" He shall cover thee wi\h His feathers," 
and the day before. aft.er one of her 
servants read hymn 15 (Denham's), she 

exclaimed, "Thou dear redeeming, dying 
Lamb," which were her last wordP 
before passing into a state of 
unconsciousness from which she never 
recovered. Of her home life little need 
be ea.id. Those who knew her in her 
married and widowed state testify of 
her saintly character, and whilst there 
are no children or grandchildren to 
mourn the loss, there are others related 
who feel they have lost a friend indeed. 
May they know and eerve our depa.rted 
sister's Lord, and ha.ve the joy in believ
ing which she had. All that is morta.l 
of her was interred in Keneal Green 
Cemetery on Oct. 27th, and as we left 
that which is to await the resnr.rection, 
we had the sure and certain hope that 
"It is well" with her spirit. On Lord's
de.y eveninl!', Nov. 6th, at Shouldham
street, specie.I reference was made of 
her by her pa.stor in dwellin~ upon the 
Master's words, "She bath done whe.t 
she could," and whilst much wa.s ea.id 
of the creature, all was, we trust, to 
magnify her Lord, Christ having the 
pre-eminence. " What shall we say to 
these things 1 " Yet another pillar 
removed to heaven's courts, l:,nt the 
Church is resting on the foundation 
and the promises which are certain. 
To bow to the sovereign will of our 
covenant-keeping God i• our@, and that 
we rnay, prays-W. F. W. 

A LAST WORD AT THE YEAR'S 
END. 

THE conductors of this M:,.gazine, in 
bringing tbeir labours in 1904 to a close, 
would record their deep sense of the 
goodness of our covenant God, and the 
appreoie.tive a.nd generous kindness 
shown to them both, in their respective 
spheres of ministry. 

Original articles have been so freely 
oontribnted by different writers that it 
has never been neoessary to eke out our 
sraoe with matter from other sources, 
as some Editors are compelled to do. 

To the many friends who he.ve sent 
reports of services and meetings, hearty 
thanks are tendered. Through their 
welcome help, our pages present e.n 
extensive and interesting ohroniole of 
the doings of truth-loving and consis
tent Baptists in this day of indeoision. 
and error. 

We beg the continuance of the kindly 
oc-opere.tion of all friends of our section 
of the denomine.tion, a.nd ospeoia.lly a.sk 
them to endeavour to extend our circula
tion by kindly comments among their 
friends. 

Wishing blessing to all who love th~ 
Lord Jesus in sincerity, e.nd pra.ying 
for heaven's reviving infiuenoe in all 
our Churches, we oommit our year's 
work to our Master, craving His san.otion 
and smile. 
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