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THE 

EARTHEN VESSEL 
AND 

GOSPEL HERALD. 

E. V., VOL. LXI., No. 706. G. H., VOL. LXXI., No. 865. 

Q£.cho~n trnm the janqtminz. 
"GOD SAITH." 

BY "PHILOTHEOS KA.I PHILANTHROPOs."• 

"Unto the wicked God saith." . . .-Paa. I. 16. 

OUR text was penned by Asaph, who was not only the author of severai 
inspired Psalms, but a leader of the singers when God's ancient 

people assembled to "keep holy day." He had, therefore, many 
opportunities to observe those who thus gathered ostensibly to worship 
the Lord. What his insight into their characters was, it were bard to 
say, but he must have had solemn thoughts about many of them. Such 
of these thoughts as accorded with the Divine will, God doubtless used 
when inspiring him to write these impressive words. He was thus led 
to record the tremendous fact that God had spoken to the whole earth 
"from the rising of the sun to the going down of the same." 

Then He spoke from the literal and local Zion. To-day He speaks 
from no panicular locality, but through His one true Church, the 
ministers of which should be His witnesse3, to voice His truth to the 
whole human family. (Verses 1 and 2). God speaks in this way no11·, 
because it is His purpose to come ·hereafter to judgment ; when the 
ungodly will be summoned to receive their final c-ondemnati@, and Hi, 
saints and the unfallen angels will be present to attest that His 
sentences on each are just t (verses 3 and 4). 

I have a purpose to-night. It is to dwell with all the earnestness 
I can on God's words to the wicked, but in passing I would notice the 

* • • One who loves God and loves men." The discourse,of which the first part 
only is here given, has been deemed to comply the best with the Editor's request 
for e. disoourse expressly e.nd pointedly addressed to men and women who give 
no evidence of saving grace, and · me.ke no religious profession, but who are 
"where the Fall left them, a.nd their sins ha.ve brought them to." 

t" Smner," observed the gentle and saintly Doddridge, "if the Judge of all 
should condemn you to everlasting destruction at the last day, even your own 
mother, who now loves you so tenderly, will say ' A111EN' to the words which 
consign you to endless woe."-EDITOB. 

VoL. LXI. JANUARY 1905. B 
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consolation here presented to His living family. These will not form 
part of the nu,t throng that surround the "great white throne" when 
"the books are opened," and the wicked are consigned "to the lake of 
fire for e,er." They are to be favoured with "boldness" in that 
tremendous day (1 John iv. 17). The reason is plain. Their judgment 
1s a long-past event. Their sins were imputed to their dear Surety and 
condemned and punished in His person on Calvary's cross. " Goci' sent 
His ..iwn Ron in the likeness of sinful flesh, and as an offering for sin, 
and condemned sin in the (that is to say His) flesh. There is, there
fore, 1wu· no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 
1, :l). Thus we sing :-

" Payment God cannot twice demand, 
First at my bleeding Surety's hand 

And then age.in at mine." . 

All the Lord's people are therefore'' freed from sin," but who are 
these? To this vital question I here find a reply in the two-fold 
character ascribed to them. They are indentided as "saints," and as 
those who have made "a covenant with the Lord by sacrifice." 

Now saints are separated ones, who have been made to differ from 
other men by being brought into sympathy with God in His thought8 
of 8in, and led to hate what, in some form or phase is congenial to every 
man's carnal heart. Thus they are holy. What is hateful to Him they 
a,oid, while they love what He loves, and often cry :-

" On Thee, 0 God of purity, I we.it for he.llowing grace.'' 

Further, "They have made a covenant with God by sacrifice." The 
covenant of grace-of which the sacrifice of the Lord .Jesus was the 
outcome, is an •• everlasting covenant," and was in force before the 
foundation of the world. But a heaven-born faith ratifies it when 
making" the blood of the covenant" (Heb. x. 29), a plea for mercy, and 
praying thus :-

" Remember e.11 the dying pains that the Redeemer felt, 
And let His blood wash out my stains, and answer for my guilt." 

These are God's holy ones, who will :finally be gathered unto Him in 
dose and sweet fellowship for ever. Rejoice then, thou trembling 
saint. Thy judgment hath already passed. The penal displeasure thou 
has learned to dread so much was removed by Him who died for thee 
on the tree. " One portion of tliat ire had indeed scorched thee with 
Bternal fire, but blessed be God, it spent its terrors there " ( Cyprian 
T. Rust.) 

God next addresses His people Israel on the vanity and uselessness 
-of a religion of form and ceremonies, however elabora~e and costly, when 
its epirituality and power w~re ove~looked and de~red. He_makes no 
charge against them of w1thhold!ng the_ prescribed sacrifices ; or 
omitting the due observance of pubhc worship. They had scrupulously 
observed His ordinance@, but outward ceremonial and even luvish offer
ings Heavers are nothing without living faith in Him. This Wi too 
should keep in mind. 

"God is e. Spirit just and wise, He sees our inmost mind, 
In vain to heaven we lift our eyes, and leave our souls behind." 

Were salvation a matter of mere doing and giving, many who have 
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"a zeal for God '' of a certain kind, would strive to obtain it. <t The out
ward devotion of many such is ({reat :-

" Their liHed eyes salute the skies, their bended knees the ground, 
But God a.bhors the sa.crifice where not the heart is found." 

. In the fifteenth verse we have a Di vine direction as to how to act in 
every season of trial. Trouble is the lot of all. It never wholly leaves 
any. 0 for grace to live out the gracious words, '' Call upon me ! " 
They that do this, have frequent occasion to glorify Him. New songs 
are often born of new sorrows. 

I hasten to my text. It forms a solemn contrast to what precedes 
it. "The sad tale of our care," the Lord permits us to pour into His 
gracious ear-if our trust in Him be but simple and sincere. "But 

UNTO THE WICKED, GOD SA.ITH." 

The text admits of two methods of treatment. I might dwell
phrase by phrase-on the serie;i of charge;i brought against this 
particular person, in the terrible catalogue of his offences against God 
and man here given. It is, however, laid on my heart rather to enforce 
the words apart from their context, and in a more general and com
prehensive sense. 

Many that are far from being so depraved as this bad man might 
scripturally be described by the searching and incisive term "wicked," 
and if the God of truth condescends to speak to one of the vilest of 
men, He surely addresses others also of better outward repute. To dis
cover and declare what His words to such are, is our present and most 
solemn business. 

WHO .A.RE THE WICKED ? 

Very plainly and boldly I would say that all, without exception
whether virtuous or corrupt-good or bad-are wicked who are without 
Christ. 

The Divine standard proclaimed in His holy law is absolute 
righteousness, conformity in thought, word and deed to every require
ment which has emanated from His throne. We may be moral, and 
follow the dictates of our conscience. Through early resLraint and good 
example, we may have avoided what men would censure as wrong. We 
may have so lived as to command general respect. This is well. It 
would be folly and sin to decry what all must appreciate as excellent. 

But listen. " Follow ... holiness, without which no. man shall see 
the Lord" (Heb. xii. 1-!). Listen again, "Be ye holy; for I am holy" 
(1 Peter i. 6). Nothing therefore but holiness can meet the require
ments of Him whose name is" Holy." Twice we are permitted to hear 
the song whioh rises unceasingly to His praise in heaven (Isa. vi. ~ ; 
Rev. iv. 8). The seraphim do not sing'' Moral, moral, moral," but (as 
C. H. Spurgeon well observes)," Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty." 
Thus:-

" He is a. God before whose sight the wicked she.II not ste.nd, 
Sinners aha.II ne'er be His delight or dwel:I at His right hand." 

* Outward observances a.re temporarily comfortable. Eye and ear a.re 
pleased. Self-conoeit is fed, and self-righteousness is puffed up ; but they a.re 
ultimately delusive, for in the article of death and at the Day of Judgment the 
soul will need something more substantial than ceremonies and rituals to lean 
upon."-0. H. SPURGEON. 
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Take pen and paper, and write:-
" r (here put your name) AM HOLY." 

Surely none can do so, and this inability proves that God, who seetb 
not as man seeth, would count you unholy, that is, wicked in His•sight. 
Life is a series of causes and consequences, and does not He say to you 
" Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" ? ' 

Perhaps, pleased with the ring and sweeLness of the melody, you 
have joined in singing :-

"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness, my bee.uty are, my richest dress." 

Did you feel and mean this ? You did not, and methinks that the 
very -voice of God might have addressed you thus :-" What hast thoit 
to declare My statutes or that thou shouldest take My covenant in thy 
mouth." Have you sung:-

" Rock of Ages cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee," 

when you were neither hiding in Christ, nor seeking to do so ? Whether 
you were simply thoughtless, or joined in the song of His redeemed in 
a spirit of formality, I enquire not. It is certain that 

"You mocked Him with & solemn sound, 
Upon a thoughtless tongue," 

and is not your singing a lie to God a solemn proof that you are 
'' wicked " in His sight ? 

Few congregations include many, if any, so bad as the person to 
whom the8e special rebukes are addressed-though God's warning words 
are applicable to all who have not fled to Him for mercy, through 
Christ. "These things," saith the Lord, "hast thou done." Let 
memory recall at least some of thine actions which would not bear 
recording. He continues, "a.nd I kept silence," and you stultified your 
conscience and hardened your heart, forgetful that God's silence is not 
His acquiescence, and that though He does not yet express His wrath 
in tones of thunder, yet, " He is angry with the wicked every day." 
Weeks, months and years may have passed without bringing any out
ward token of Hi~ displeasure at your sins, but" He will reprove thee, 
and set them in order" in all their dread enormity "before thine eyes." 

" CONSIDER THI8 ! " • 
There is a difference between knowing someLhing, and duly estimating
its significance and importance. Our Psalm not only states terrible 
facts, but pleads that these may have due attention. You may ponder 
them solemnly ; or yield a bare assent and let them pass. This you 
are enjoined not to do, with what might be styled Divine urgency. You 
may not be as morally bad as the man here portrayed, but you have 
forgotten God. He has not. been in all your thoughts. He thus here 
speaks to you. If you would know how He will deal with you, observe 
how He will deal with others like you. He does not respect any man's 
person. "Now," or "0, consider this." 

And looking at you, dear friends, and feeling anxious for your true 
welfare, I would add, in the words of Moses, " 0 that they were wise, 
that they would consider their latter end" (Deut. xxxii. 2!) ). 

" UNTO THE WICKED GOD SAITH, ' REPENT.' " 

The term "comider" is not frequent in the New Testament, but the 
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word "repent" often occurs. Christ's first sermon was on this subject, 
" The Kingdom of God is at hand : repent ye" (Mark i. I :i ). He 
enjoined His disciples that '' repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name among all nations" (Luke xxiv. 47). Paul tells 
us that his mission was " to tihow men that they should repent and turn 
to God" (Acts xxvi. 20). Now repentance is a change of purpose and 
practice as regards everything we know to be wrong. ,Jews and Gentilei:; 
were therefore bidden to give up all that their con,ciences forbade, and 
it would be pitiful if ministers of the Gospel in the present day did not 
urge men to discontinue everything which conld not be recalled without 
shame and sorrow. Are your ways wicked? " Repent" means s,op. 
Reverse the trend of your thoughts, if they are bad. Change your con
duct if your life iA not clean, and true, and honourable : if your con
science rebukes and God reproves you for much that you say and do." 

You may object that you do not profees to be pious, but God's words 
to the wicked are (pray consider them) that " He commands alt men 
everywhere to repent " ( Acts xvi i. 30 ). 

Abandon your wrong thoughts about religion. One imagines that 
since God is so gracious and pitiful, it will be safe to trust His mercy 
at last. Stop. This thought is untenable, for He saith to the wicked 
that "tbe soul that sinneth it shall die." Another fancies that if he 
does his best, all will be well. Stop. God saith that " cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things that are written in t.he Book of the 
Law to do them." Many imagine that men called "priests" are com
petent to ensure the safety of the souls of their fellow-men. Stop. It 
is a delusion. God saith that "every man mus~ bear his own burden," 
that there is but "one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus," and that His is the sole" Name given under heaven among men 
whereby we must be saved." 

Thoughts are the mainspring of conduct. You cannot think 
-wrongly and act rightly. 

Try then to expel wrong and evil thoughts, whether they are 
thoughts of pride, passion, impurity, self-indu:gence or infidelity. The 
devil will seek to find a lodging for them in your bean, and you may 
be naturally prone to foster and encourage them. Stop. Turn them 
out, and whatsoever things are '' honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good 
repute," "think of these things." 

Again," Un~o the wicked God saith,"" Despisest thou the riches of 
His goodness, and forbearance, and longsuffering ; not knowing that 

"THE GOODNESS OF GOD LEADETH THEE TO REPENTANCE" 

(Rom. ii. 4). His words and actions, therefore, admit of one of two 
receptions-they may be (as our text enjoins) "considered," or they 
may, 0 solemn thought, be "despised." I would that you might be led 
to consider '· the riches of His goodness, and forbearance, and long
snffering." 

Dear young friends, has He not been very good to you ? He placed 

' The word in the origiuo.l for whioh "repento.noe '' stands ( metatioia ), is 
very suggestive. It is akin to the verb meta-noeo, " I change my views and 
purpose" in relation to a.n object or a.et. Repentance therefore means e. change 
of mind a.nd purpose, and hepoo of the whole life. Its force is practice.I rather 
than emotional. It does not simply mean to feel regret or remorse, but to form 
an earnest resolution through e. ohe.nge of views. 
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von at yonr birth in a happy home, and dowered you with parental 
love : you have been fed, clothed, educated, and you have not only been 
tanght '' to labour trnly to get your own living," but you are in suitable 
situations, and doing well in this world. 

Young man, in the vigour of life, young woman with the bloom of 
health on your cheeks, have you not also largely shared His goodness 
these score or more years ? 

Men and women who have been spared to middle uge, with half a, 

century or so of committed sins and unmerited mercies behind you
have you repented of sin, or are you secretly or openly proceeding in a 
course of conduct of which you know your Maker cannot approve. You 
are "poor pensioners on the bounty of an hour," yet bow longsuffering 
has He been-how forbearing as your Creator, Preserver, and continual 
Benefactor. Yet if you disregard His will and think lightly of His 
displeasure, you are despising the riches of His goodness. " 0 consider 
this. ye that forget God," and as a man who discovers that he is 
travelling on a wrong road, stops and turns round, so may the thought 
of the wealth of Divine love that has been expended upon you, lead you 
to repentan~e, • to that change of mind from which so much amendment 
and happiness is sure to spring. 

The bowels of my compassion yearn over tho~e that are living in, 
allowed and unresisted sin, and I therefore urge this upon you. God 
here calls upon the natural man to do a natural mental act. Repent 
then as far as you can. This, however, though it will lead to inconceiv
able good, will not save you : as will appear from other things which 
God saith "Unto the wicked." 

(To be coneluded in owr next.) 

THE WELSH REVIVAL. 
"What shall we then say to these thing? "-Rom. viii. 31. 

A REVIVAL "in the midst of the years," an influx of Divine and 
gracious energy which will awaken the Church on earth from her 

dangerous lethargy ; shame her into indignation at the semi-rationalism 
which she has tolerated within her borders ; and stir all holy hearts to a 
united protest against the infamy of those who are educating the people 
into the principles and practices of Popery. 

A revival, attended with the con version of sinners who " shall fly as 

* It has been questioned whether the "repentance" of Rom. ii. 4, is the 
more.I repente.nce which is the duty of e.ll men; or the spiritue.l repentance 
which is exercised by hee.ven-born sinners only. We believe the former. 
1. From the character to whom the words are addreesed. He was not only n. 
natural man, but a very wicked one, pretending to high virtue; censuring vice 
in others-yet himself practising what he condemned. It could not be said that 
HE was being led into that repentance to which a living and sensitive conscience 
was essential. 2. God's elect and redeemed people are not led into repentance, 
it is a special gift, a covenant grant to them through and from Christ. 3. The 
text if designed as an evangelical statement would not have been addressed to 
such a character or occur so early in the Epistle. We therefore regard the words 
as affirming that the natural and appropriate result of God's goodness toward 
this pretentious and insincere patron of virtue should be to lead him-for this 
word is emphatic-to abandon his hypocricy and amend his own life,-EDITOR. 
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doves to their windows" (lea. Ix. 8), and the "sacramental host of 
God's elect" be increased" with men like a flock" (Ezek. xxxvi. ?,7). 

How this has been hoped and prayed for by all to whom Christ and 
His cause on earth are dear I 

Tidings of an unwonted character have reached us from Wales, 
and we are informed of an extraordinary religious movement having two 
centres-oue in the north ; the other in the south of the Principality. 

How this strange uplift of the earnestness of a whole community 
came about, it were hard to say. "The wind bloweth where it listeth." 
All agree that it began some few months ago in Cardiganshire, eddied 
hither and thither, spreading like fire from valley to valley, until it 
appears to have affected the whole of South Walee. 

One report says that the first outward and visible sign of this new 
power and i,pirit among the people was witnessed in a country chapel in 
Cardiganshire. The preacher, after an earnest appeal to the uncon
verted, besought his hearers whose hearts were moved to testify to their 
decision to serve the Lord. A long and painful pause followed ; which 
was broken by the rising of a young Welsh girl, who with trembling 
acceuts said, '' If no else will, then must I say that I love my Lord 
Jesus Christ with all my heart." The ice was broken. One after 
another .,tood up and made public confessions with tears and thanks
giving. So it began. So it is going on. It is " Here am I, send 
me ! " This public determination to put under their feet their dead 
past of vice, sin and indifference, and to reach out towards a higher 
ideal, is going on everywhere in South Wales. 

Revivals in the past have, as a rule, been associated with prominent 
men, who have inaugurated and led on the movement-like Jonathan 
Edwards, Wesley and Whitfield, Brownlow North in Scotland and J. 
Denham Smith in Ireland-and a name is prominent in the accounts of 
what is occurring in the part of Wales to which we are referring. 

Evan Roberts, formerly a miner, is a tall, graceful, good-looking 
man of twenty-six, with a pleading eye and winsome smile. Hardly 
can he be styled a preacher. He talks simply, unaffectedly, earnestly, 
now and then, but he makes no sermons. Preaching is emphatically 
not the note of this revival. If it has been by the foolishness of 
preaching men have been saved heretofore, it is not the prominent 
ministry in the present movement. 

The revival is borne along upon waves of sacred song. The sing
ing, not the preaching, is the instrument which is now most efficacious 
in striking the he,,rts of men. 

An extraordinary feature in the meetings is their simplicity. They 
are in most ca~es ab3olutely without any hum'ln direction or 
leadership. "We must obey the Spirit" is the watchword of Evan 
Roberts, and he is as obedient as the humblest of his followers. 8ach 
meeting opens-after preliminary singing, while the congregation is 
assembling-with the reading of a chapter or psalm. Then it is quite 
informal for two hours or more. 

There are no advertisements, brass bands, posters, or huge tents. 
Neither is there, as a rule, any organisatioa, nor is there a Director, at 
least no one who publicly acts as such. In the crowded chapels they 
even dispense with instrumental music, nor is it needed ; for all around 
surges the pervading thrill and throb of a multitude praying, and 
singing as they pray. 
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There is, ordinarily, said to be absolutely nothing wild, violent, or 
hysterical, unless it be hysterical for t.he labouring breast to heave with 
rnbbing that cannot be repressed and the throat to choke with emotion 
~s a sense of the awful horror and shame of a wasted life suddenly 
bursts upon the soul. On all sides there is the solemn gladness of men 
and women upon whom has dawned the splendom of a new day, the 
foretaste of whose glories they are enjoying in the quickened sense of a 
keen glad zest added to their own lives. 

One item of intelligence strikes us as solemn and even sad. At 
:1'1--, a town in Glamorganshire, the revival, we are told,·• has been 
going on for a fortnigbt, and at the Baptist Chapel they report the 
addition of nearly fifty members to the Church, fifty waiting for baptism, 
and thirty-five backsliders reclaimed,'' all in the space of fourteen days. 
fs there no need of reminder that there are conversions and conversions, 
and that in some cases •· the last state of the man is worse than the 
first ? " Surely under these circumstances the porter "Watchful" 
should be doubly on the alert.,.. 

Our spiritually-minded readers, we are sure, are anxious that " their 
lo,e may abound"-" in all judgment "-that they "may approve 
things that are excellent," and would welcome the testimony of like
minded persons who reside in these localities and have opportunity of 
hearing and seeing what is occurring. 

We, therefore, applied to our va1ued Christian friend, James Taylor, 
of Gobowen, Oswestry-the son of oar late brother of the same name at 
Bermondsey-once so familiar a figure at our public meetings. It seems, 
however, that his home is too distant from the localities in question for 
him to form a personal opinion, and he refers us to accounts given in the 
newspHpers of the day. 

It happens also that a very dear Christian friend has a daughter who 
occupies an official position in the College for the training of teachers, 
at A.berystw_,th, North Wales. It is her aim to maintain a _religi~us 
tone among the students, and she works zealously in connect1011 with 
the "Christian Union" of the young ladies of the Institution, _o! all 
denominations, who are associated to promote each other's spmtual 
interests-to which reference is made below. t 

.A. letter addres,ed by her to her father and the home-circle in 
Surrey, touches on the subject before us, and begging our rea~ers to 
remember that it was written hurriedly, currente calamo, and w~t~ no 
idea of its being perused by others, we offer an extract (by perm1ss10n) 
for their thoughtful consideration :-

" For the last week the main topic of conversation has_ been the 
'Rev-ival.' Until then, it was of interest chiefly to those gll'ls wh~se 
homes were in South Wales ; but now having reached Aberystwyth, its 
interest comes closer to all. It is truly a most marvellous thing, and when 
you hear of some of its effects, and see how dead in earnes~ some of the 
people are in it-aipecially the men-it makes you hesitate before you 
pass judgment. 

"We English girls find it hard to understand how Welsh people can 

* Many of the above sentences are from an article by W. 'f. Stead in the 
Daily Chro,,icle of Dec. 13tb. 

t It would appear tbat there is a.!so a similar confre.ternity among the 
young men. 
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be so easily and openly affect,ed, and our first impulse is to condemn it. 
Then we are told we have no right to judge of the movement unless we 
have been to one of these Revival Me6tings ; some of the strongest 
critics having come away from one of such meetings in a very different 
spirit from what he went in. 

" I have seen no newspaper reports, so do not know what idffis you 
have of it. One certainly has to take into account the Welsh nature, 
which is so very emotional, and their passionate love of singing, which 
forms a telling item in these meetings. This, together with their natural 
instinct for religion, accounts largely for their being so sensitive to this 
movement, for which, however, it cannot altogether account. 

" It is a fact, that in one or two mining towns in :-louth Wales, all 
the public houses have been closed, and they say that the publicans here 
are feeling rat.her anxious. I reckon that, as one thing in its favour, even 
a week of such influence must be good. But I don't understand tbe 
excitability and emotionalism which these meetings call forth. Every 
night for the last ten days they have been held in the Welsh chapels 
here. Twice, so I heard as a fact, they have gone on till three o'clock: 
the next morning. 

"This week, our College men have taken it up, and some whom one 
would least expect. Some belonging to what is looked upon as a rather 
pleasure-loving set, asked the committee of Lhe Men's Christian Union 
whether they would arrange for a prayer-meeting. This was held on 
Monday afternoon, in one of the class-rooms, which was quite packed, 
and lasted from two till half past four. Two of the same set, great 
players in the football team, returned to their 'diggings,' after going to 
one of the meetings in town, and burnt all their footer ( or football} 
things, with the determination, I suppose, of giving up the game. 

" The men have arranged for a special Revival meeting in one of 
the Chapels on Saturday afternoon, with the object of giving both men 
and women students an opportunity of going to one, since the evening 
ones are so late. They asked our Christian Union to take up the D..1atter 
and canvass the girls to go-but after talking it over last night, we 
decided we would not do this. If any girl liked to go, she could, but 
we deemed it wrong to try in any way to force this thing on. We shall 
rather have to check it, especially any exhibition of feeling with nothing 
deeper in it. 

" But it is not an easy matter to deal with or know what is best to 
do, for some of the Welsh girls think we are lax as a Christian Union, 
and are letting an opportunity for good go by, and that of course is che 
last thing one would do. Naturally the opinions on the question are very 
varied indeed.-Dec. 9th, 1904." 

Further communications will, we trust, be forwarded and we shall 
welcome any such from those thaf. are favoured with "understanding in 
all thing~." 

REPltOOFS SHOULD BE GENTLE.-" From time to time all gracious 
men are called upon to censure what they perceive is wrong in others
but this should be done very gently. It is bad enongh to require a man 
to swallow nauseous medicine, without expecting him to take it b@iling 
hot."-W. Jay. 

C 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

LESSONS FROM THE LIPS OF THE GREAT 
TFlACHER. 

BY THOMAS JONES, WANDSWORTH, 

Author of" The Crowning Hope." 

No. 6.-Concerning the Future Life. 

LIFE-a state of active existence, the continuance, or duration of our 
present state. How full of meaning ! What profound mysteries I 

What grand possibilities I Wbat wondrous experiences ! Who can 
define them ? Life, growth, development. Learning and forgetting ; 
leaving behind, reaching forward. Life, filled with great privileges, and 
r€sponsibilities. Such is the natural order. 

Tbere is spiritual life, which consists of being introduced to the favour 
of God, influenced by a principle of grace, which being rightly undei;.
stood means entire dependence on God. The entrance into this spiritual 
state is a .new birth-" Ye must be born from above." Such a change 
is produced by the Spirit of God, who works independently of all human 
methods. He works sovereignly, powerfully and effectually. 

The circle of this spiritual life is beholding the Lamb of God, who 
taketh a way the sin of the world-the Lamb, the sin-bearer-the Remover 
of guilt ; the Cleanser of pollution. Then baptism, which follows. 
Jesns (said John the Baptist) '' is He who baptiseth with. the Holy 
Ghost." From such truths, it appears that tbe minfatry of the Great 
Teacher hreathes an atmosphere of rich blessing upon all who are admitted 
into fellowship with Him. With these blessings and the '' exceeding 
great and precious promises," which concern them, we have to do, as 
far as spiritual and eternal life can be understood by us. 

It is not difficult to perceive that the great hope, announced in the 
Gospel, belongs to the future. In saymg this, we do not for one 
moment nndervalae its sublime teaching~ concerning'· the life tha~ now 
is." But, if there be no assurance of a life beyond the present, we certainly 
should be of all men most miserable. The hope we so ardently cherish 
would be groundless, and the faith we possess would • indeed be" vain." 
We are, therefore, thankful to find from the lipa of the Great Teacher, 
sufficient proof of future life. We rejoice in a risen Lord," who dieth 
no more." He lives; we live. Such words are full of grandest hope, 
they present an impregnable fact-life given is maintained-replenished 
from the inexhaustible and vast resources of Him " who filleth all in 
all." 

Let us now pursue our usual course, by following our Lord's words 
upon the future and never-ceasing state of existence, which is the destined 
state of the elect of God. In the Sermon on the Mount there are certain 
statements bearing on our subject, some of which we will transcribe for 
present use. The closing vene of the Beatitudes, addressed to the 
·' persecuted" di~ciples, contains an exhortation, viz. : " Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad: for great is your reward in heaven." The Great 
Teacher further exhorts His followers to " Lay up treasure in hea~en." 

The kingdom of God, according to Christ's Gospel, is to be sought 
"'first," as the supreme good. It is the bid treasure and the pearl of 
great price. Such words in their main sense and full accomplishment 
refer to another life than the present. It is at the judgment day, when 
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men are raised from the dead, that the ,Judge will say to the ria-hteous 
" Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation'"' of th~ 
world.'' 

Many, doubtless, have noted the fact that another name is given for 
this greatest good, viz., "Eternal life," which in the first three Gospels 
refers only to the future : "In the world to come eternal life." 

I shall now introduce the reader to the " upper room." Once safely 
within its sacred precincts, we carefully close tbe door, and sit at the 
Great Teacher's feet, as He begins Hi~ sublime valedictory discourses. 
Glancing round we see trouble and anxiety on the countenances of all 
assembled, for had not Christ spoken of His departure, and stated the 
awful truth, that "one of them should betray Him." But listen," In 
My Father's house," even amid its "many mansions," there is ample 
room. Note the gracious tenderness in that name "Father." What 
a lovely name is it for the spiritual state, of which the essential 
elements are the loving manifestations and presence of God as Father; 
the perfect consciousness of sonship, the happy union of all the cbildreG 
in one great family, and the derivation of all the blessedness from their 
elder Brother. It has well been said :-

" Hee.ven is Jehove.h's dwelling-place, 
The home of ev'ry child of gra.ce, 

Where he his Father sees." 

Again I read these inspiring words: '' In My Father's house." They 
suggest the idea of our Lord's standing on the mountain top, looking 
into the great di.stance beyond, and telling the fishermen what He sees. 

Yes, Jesus speaks of the unseen world always as One who knows all 
about it. It was His own calm, peaceful home, His habitation from 
eternity. He alone could tell of the glory He had with the F&ther before 
the world was. Herein, we have the revelation and sufficiency of the 
vast resources of the Great Teacher to satisfy all our needs, to gratify 
our pleasures, and to enhance the delights of our future life. 

I have referred to our Lord's departure, which was that of a "Fore
runner," to take possession of the "home" on behalf of all the heirs of 
grace. He has entered" within the veil," to open and show the way to 
His redeemed ones. 

The perfect union which subsists between the Saviour and the saved 
is also clearly shown," that where I 11.m there ye may be also." Being 
there" at home," means the true vision of the "Father," and "seein:r 
the King "-Jesus-" in His beauty." That will be a holy and blissful 
experience-a fulness of joy, as Kent sings: 
" 0 sweet employ, to sing e.nd tra.oe the a.me.zing heights a.nd depths of gre.ce ; 

-And spend, from sin and sorrow free, 11 blissful, vast, eternity." 

Another scene, with its instruction upon the subject of the future 
life comes before us. It is that of Jesus, as with unclosed eyes uplifted 
to heaven, He utters His marvellous and comprehensive Intercessory 
Prayer. The glory of Jesus is revealed, His sovereign powet· proclaimed, 
and His will concerning His people expressed. "Father I will." No 
human impotency. It is the voice of command uttered by " God's 
fellow." "I will,'' proclaims the Great Teacher's Sonship and supremacy. 
What is it He wills ? That the given ones may be the present ones. 
"Be with Me." Can we entertain a doubt as to the reality of future 
life ? 
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It should be noted that the Great Teacher appear8 to have bad no 
more perfect way, of expressing what heaven was than this, "where I 
r,111.'' Let us try to take in the situation. Our Lord was in the immediate 
anticipation of Gethsemane ; the dark shades of Calvary were gathering 
around Hirn, yet nothing could disengage His thoughts from His beloved 
people ; He was thinking of them. The time would soon come when 
the e,erlasting doors would be opened to the King of Glory, and He should 
lake His place at the right hand of God, amidst the hallelujahs of 
angels., and archangels, and the company of heaven, when He shall 
ascend "far above all principalities and powers." Yet He is thinking, 
pleading, for His own : that they may participate in His felicity. " That 
they may behold My glory." No longer through a glass darkly, no 
longer as afar off from Him, but with Him, beholding His glory-the 
summit of felicity, the enjoyment of eternity. This beholding does not 
mean that we shall be mere spectators, but participators, and even more 
is implied-a~similation: "We shall be like Him." 

Oh, what glory: We shall be able to "comprehend with all 
saints what is the breath, length, depth, and height; to know the love 
of Christ, which pssseth knowledge, that we may be :filled with all the 
fulness of God." 

We " shall see the salvation of God," and " apprehend all that for 
which we are apprehended of Christ Jesus." We shall enter through 
the gates into the" city which bath foundations," and "sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God"; be clothed with the 
"best robe." and receive "the crown which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give us in that day." 

Thanks, eternal thanks, be given unto God for His unspeakable 
gift ! Eternal praise to J esns Christ our Lord, who " hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the Grspel." 

Thus we close our short papers, praying that some good may be the 
result of our imperfect work. Upon Thy altar, Lord, we leave it. 

THE TREASURES OF THE SNOW. 
"He.st thou entered into the tree.sures of the snow? "-Job xxxviii. 22. 

HOW marvellous it is that Jehovah should stoop so low as to commune 
with HiH creature man! Yet, in His perfect wisdom, He has 

made, and keeps in operation the whole fabric of creation, and all His 
material works act in accordance with what we term "the laws of 
Nature." He has created man with an intellect, which enables him 
to search out, and, in a measure, understand the working of these laws. 
In so doing, men, if intelligent and observant, find intense pleasure and 
gratification. The Psalmist said, '' I muse on the work of Thy hands," 
and "I meditate on all Thy works." Doubtless he found this a delightful 
occupation, for on another occasion he exclaimed, "For Thou, Lord, 
hast made me glad through Thy work : I will triumph in the works of 
Thy hands." He also declared that" The wor~s ~f the Lord are great, 
sought out of all them that have pleasure therem. • 

Is it too much to say that God, having endowed man with the power 
to search out the somewhat hidden mysteries of His creation, expects 
ltirn to do so ? r· think not, for God comes to ,Job, and asks him, 
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"Hast thou entered into the treas~res of the snow ? " Winter i~ 
fraught with instruction to those who are wise in heart : and the snow 
is one of its most suggestive object-lessons. 

Let us, then, try to consider what are some of these treasures of the 
snow-all of which exemplify the wisdom of God. 

!.-THE SNOW CONTAINS A TREA8URE OF BEAUTIFUL DEBWNs, 
which reminds us that our God, while a God of order, is a lover of the 
beautiful, for all that is beautiful in shape or aspect emanates from Him. 
Profes.or Tyndall described a snow shower as "a shower of frozen 
flowers," which is beautifully descriptive, for each flake will be found 
on close examination to be a symmetrical and be.i.utiful crystal. No 
fewer than 1,000 of these, all differently shaped, but all of exquisite 
loveliness, have been actually figured, as if God delighted in producing 
what works the wonder and admiration of His intelligent creatures. 
The snow, then, bids us cultivate the love of the beautiful, in its power 
to elevate the mind and develop the aptitude to derive pleasure from 
the works of God which abound on every hand. 

II.-Another treasure of the snow is that it forms A PROTECTION 
TO THE EARTH FROM COLD. As we guard our bodies with warm 
garments to keep them warm, so God, in the winter, clothes the earth 
with a beautiful and suitable garment. " He giveth His snow like wool." 
The air entangled among its crystals renders it a bad conductor of heat, 
and thus prevents the rapid radiation of heat which would otherwise ta.ke 
place and reduce the temperature of the earth to such a degree that 
it would be fatal to vegetable life. Thns, how manifold are His works. 
fo wisdom has He made them all. 

III.-The snow on the mountain tops forms a TREASURE OF PURE 
WATER, which will in the summer months fertilise the plains below, and 
supply the crystal sprin~s for the use of man. When the earth is 
parched and thiraty "He causeth His wind to blow, and the waters 
flow" from the mountain heights to the valleys beneath, so that the 
mountains are veritable cisterns, filled with life-giving and life
sustaining water. 

IV.-But the greatest and richest, treasure of the snow lies in the 
fact THAT IT IS AN EMBLEM OF VARIOUS GOSPEL TRUTHS. It, for 
instance, suggests evangelistic labour in its operation : " For as the rain 
comettrdown, and the snow, from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and make~h it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
seed to the sower and bread to the eater : so shall My Word be that 
goeth forth out of My mouth." 

Thus we see that the snow and the Gospel come from the same 
source ; effect a Divine purpose, and neither will fail in the miss3ion on 
which it is sent. 

Rain and snow are both emblems of the Gospel, but in different 
aspects. The former suggest11 the effects of the preached Word when 
it leads to immediate results. Rain, when needed, is (so to speak) 
eagerly drunk in by the thirsty earth, which seems to rejoice in the 
heaven-sent moisture. So, at times, the Gospel being sorely wanted, 
comes with the peculiar power of the Holy Ghost and is eagerly 
welcomed. Then it is 

"The.t souls, enlightened from a.hove, with joy receive the \Vord, 
They see what wisdom, power and love dwell in our dee.rest Lord." 
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At times, howe,er, the truth, when heard by sinners, produces 
no apparent impression, and falls, like snow, on cold and dead hearts. 
But let us wait and watch. " As the snow. . . . watereth the earth," 
long after it first fell, rn men have been saved through the message of 
mercy which came to thtm years before-perhaps from a pat·ent or 
Sunday-school teacher's lips in their early childhood's days. May this 
beautiful emblem ccmfort some despondent preacher or sorrowing 
mother, or patient soul-watcher, longing for results. 

It further suggests analogies at which we at present can but hint, 
such as, for example, that as the snow-capped mountains are the cisterns 
of water for the thirsty plains, so the Saviour (revealed by the Gospel) 
is the source of Living Water for those who thirst after righteousness. 

The snow contains a wrnlth of beautiful designs. So the liospel is 
a revelation of designs of a far higher order. 

Let the thoughtful reader pursue the figure to its other points 
of resemblance, and he will be amply rewarded-and may some who 
ne,er knew the joy of pardoned sin, be led to cry to the living Saviour:-

" WASH ME, AND I SHALL BE WHITER THAN SNOW." 

ON GOD'S WAITING LIST. 
BY w. ROWTON-PARKER. 

Formerly of Crowle, Doncaster. 

" Rest in the Lord, s.nd wait patiently for Him."-Pss.. xxxvii. 7. 
"They s.lso serve who o::i.ly stand and wait."-Milton. 

LET it never be thought that, because we are laid aside and kept 
waiting, we are forgotten of God. 

Every Divine purpose is wise and holy ; and there is doubtless 
wisdom and grace in His dealing~ in this as in all other respects
some gracious purpose to be carried into effect, some deep lesson to -be 
learned, or, it mav be, some fitness to be worked in us for further service. 
He has nowhere· told us that we shall understand all His ways. " He 
giveth not account of any of His matters." Enough for us to know 
that He does all things well, and that we are in His hands. Then-

" We.it! till the day is bras.king, though the night be dull and long: 
We.it! God is not forsaking. Thou ss.int, Be strong, be strong I 
We.it! for the time is hastening when life shall be ms.de oles.r, 
And all who know heart-we.sting shs.11 find ths.t God is dear." 

"But I have been waiting so long," someone may be ready to say. 
"and I feel sorely tried and discouraged." "It would seem as if God 
had in my case forgotten to be gracious, or had in anger shut me out of 
His service." Ah ! brother, I know well what all this means, for I, too, 
have traversed the same pathway. I have been, and, in fact, still am 
on the list, waiting, not knowing what God will do-shut up and 
unable to come forth. I have, however, been thus taught to dwell less 
on my own lack of power to serve, and to think more of His abounding 
goodness, and to mark how well He can carry on His cause here 
without ME. 

Still, I have a desire in my heart,-as some of you may have-in 
some humble way, if He permits, to testify His wondrous grace and 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

unfailing help, that others may know how good He is, and be led to 
rtijoice in His favour, which is " better than life." 

" But," say you, "it is hard to be shut up thus when, as it seem~, 
there is so much to be done." This is true, but God can do it without 
you or me. Nevertheless, "It is well that it was in thine 1.eart" to 
serve Him, and seeing that He has ordered it otherwise, let us seek 
grace to leave all in His ha:ids. It may be that we have been brought, 
as was Israel of old, " to camp before Pi-hahiroth between Migdal 
and the sea, over against Baal-Zephon," that we may '' 3tand still and 
see the salvation of God." Ere long He will open a passage through 
the sea. How, I know not, but this I know, that God will deliver all 
His chosen people who patiently wait His will. You may be as was 
Job, amid the tragedy of a wrecked home, or a ruined fortune, or, in 
the agonies of physical as well as mental pain. Yet wait His time and 
you shall be strengthened to say, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust 
in Him." God will" brin(:!: you out into a wealthy place," and you will 
see more clearly than yon did before, that, "salvation is of the Lord," 
and that His salvation is sure to all who "patiently wait for Him." 

Is not this compulsory waiting among the " all things that work 
together for good to them that love God, and are the called according 
to His purpose r " Patience and faith are indispensable in every true 
Christian, and when patience is sanctified, it becomes a manifest grace 
of the Spirit which glorifies God, and brings heaven to the soul. In 
patient waiting for God, we have fellowship with Him, and revelations 
of His mind and will concerning us, and are brought also to see-as we 
could not otherwise have seen-the out-working of His secret purpose 
in the world, and the unspeakable vastness of His rich and 3overeign 
grace, until, like the apostle of old, we are able to say, "I will 
glory in my· infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me." 

Of this I am sure, that everything will come out right to fll who 
are interested in the covenant of His love, and patiently wait the un
folding of His will. 

Patience, which is faith's passive acquiescence in the covenant love 
of our covenant God, is often as glorifying to Him as the work of faith 
in her highest activity. To lie througb the weary night in the trenches, 
silent and almost motionles3, is, if the Captain's order, as much serving 
the King as rushing forward to the imminent deadly breach. Thus-

" To fear His name, to trust His grace, to wait His will, be my employ; 
Till I shall see Him face to face, Himself my heaven, Himself my joy." 

[The interest and value of the above are intensified by the fact that the 
author has been compelled to resign his pastoral engagement through ill-health, 
and is living in retirement at Shelford.] 

THE MORAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 

THIS is the title of a work, published in 1841, by James Wells, which 
is a valuable contribution to controversial Divinity. 

'Its object is to furnish a correct principle for the interpretation of 
the many texts which call upon sinners to repent and amen~ their w_ays. 

It is commonly held that because men are endued with physical, 
rational, and moral powers, and must answer to God for the use they 
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make of these-because they are called upon to act according to the 
light given Lhem, they are practically called upon to do something 
r,oward their own salvation, and thus to make a spiritual use of mere 
natural ability. 

It is, however, shown, with no common cogency, that between 
directions and exhortations addressed to spiritual men, and words of 
caution and counsel addressed to natural men, the clearest line of 
demarkation should be drawn. 

God's moral government extends to all His rational creatures, 
of whom He is now the beneficent Ruler, as He will hereafter be the 
unerring and equitable Judge. The Kingdom of His grace includes His 
elect and redeemed people only. 

In His character of Moral Governor, Re continually addresses men 
as men-requiring them to be and to do all that is within their natural 
capacity, a'.ld on which they have information as to His mind and will. 
He "loves righteousness," and "hates iniquity " (Paa. xi. 7). He 
abhors lying-, uncleanness, profanity, coveteoueness, hypocrisy, pride, 
dishonesty, gluttony, intemperance, laziness, an.:l. the host of vices to 
which many are addicted, and which they may and can abandon if they 
choose. He pitifully beholds all efforts made through the monitions of 
conscience to '' cease to do evil, and to learn to do well." He appeals by 
His goodness now, and by the terrors of the coming day of Assize, to 
men to abandon what they feel to be wrong, and to make the most 
strenuous efforts to attain the standard of moral. rectitude which He 
has erected in His own Word. 

Should not these things form part of our ministry-and to state and 
enforce them Scripturally and earnestly be considered a branch of the 
voca.tion of all who statedly preach to one congregation ? 

In these moral efforts there is nothing spiritual or saving, but the 
profit will be unspeakably great. Men cannot become better without 
being happier, more useful, and more esteemed by others. in this life ; 
while their condemnation and punishment which loom in the future will 
a~snredly be mitigated in yonder world of privatiqn and pain if they 
amend their lives now. 

In this sense, Biblical exhortations to natural men to repent, 
to reform, to abandon what is felt to be wrong, and to pursue a higher 
moral ideal-as the Great Preacher insists-should be regarded. 

"The Moral Government of God" was reviewed by J. C. Philpot in 
the Gospel Swndard for 1841, in a way which reflects great credit 
upon the intelligence and candour of this eminent man of God. 

With the main position of the book he expresses satisfaction. He 
records his indignation against the views of certain extreme Calvinists 
who at that time exonerated wicked men from the guilt of sin on the 
ground 0f God's absolute fore-ordination of all that occurs, and com
mends the vigour of his author in saying that he "leaves this doctrine 
to fiends· and atheists," for, "if carried out, it would drive. human 
society to destruction." • 

He, however, takes e:x:ception to the di?tum of James Wells, wh~,. he 
thought, overlooked an important fact which should rule the expos1t100 
of such passages as were referred to. • 

Many-as we have seen-appeal to men as men, who are accountable 
to God for what powers they possess as rational and moral creatures. 
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A large class, however, are addressed, not to men as men, but to the 
members of the nation which occupied so peculiar a position as owned 
and favoured by God. Tl.iese were not only under His government in 
the same manner as tbe other inhabitants of the world, but they were also 
under a government \Vhich has been styled a theocrac'!I, but which may 
he more intelligibly !:>Xpressed in the words of Samuel to the children 
of Israel," The Lord your God was your King" (1 Sam. xii. 12). 

Laws, therefore, and statutes were given to them which were granted 
to no other nation; and upon these peculiar privileges, the rebukes, 
warninga and exhortations of Mo3es and the prophets were chiefly 
founded (Deut. iv. 5-13, 32-JO; vii. 6-8, 11-li'i; and Amos 
iii. 2). . 

"To make these exhortations to a people under a special government, 
identical with exhortations to men in a so-called Christian land now, is 
to confound things that widely differ, and to nullify the peculiar 
position of the ancient peculiar people of God." 

The testimony of tnese two good men, now long with the Lord, is 
affedionately commended to our younger brethren in the ministry. 
Some exhortations to repentance are addressed to God ·s Ii ving people. 
Be it yours to "warn" and " teach" every one of these "in all 
wisdom" (Col. i. 28). Some texts refer to God's ancient people only. 
Let these be faithfully expounded; and enforced if opportunity is granted 
you. Many, however, refer to the men and women around yon in this 
sad world, seething with sin, throbbing with unrest, pulsing with 
pain like a diseased heart. Tell these, then, of the Lord in His relation 
to tbem ; assure them of His observation, a!ld of His book, in which all 
that they think and say and do is recorded against a future day. 

" F.ied the flock of God" with all diligence. " Comfort the feeble
minded" witb all tenderness. Listen for the faint bleating of lambs, 
and see that they are tended. Yet suffer no wicked man to go 
unrebnked and undirected. So shall yon declare "all the," or "the whole 
counsel of God." 

It may be urged that such testimony would be legal and Christless ; 
but ·this objection is wholly groundless. It pleased the blessed Trinity 
in covenant that in the one glorious Person of the Son of God "all 
fulness should dwell." "By Him all things were created," and He still 
uphold_s "all things by the word of His power." He is "the blessed 
and only Potentate," whose dominion extends to the three great realms 
of nature, providence, and grace. The keys of universal dominion 
swing from His royal girdle. All authority has in Him its great personal 
centre and source, and it would be impossible rightly to enforce man's 
natural obligations to God without insisting that "He bath committed 
all judgment unto the Son;" and that He will finally "judge the world 
in righteousness, by that Man whom He bath ordained." '' The moral 
government of God" has, therefore, the close8t connection with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, though not, of course, in the character of the Saviour of 
the elect,, and such teaching ai that for which we are pleading may be 
urged with fullest emphasis, when we associate it with Him who w~s the 
'' Malo of Sorrows" below. 

There was a time when " charging sin home to the conscience" was 
considered an essential part of pulpit testimony. It is so no longer, as 
modern published sermons testify. Those of ordinary preachers evade 
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the awful fact that men and women are sinners, and responsible to God 
for their wrong-doing; while those of a more evangelical character are 
addressed almost exclusively to those who possess, or desire to possess, 
the relig-ion of God. The fact that men, as men, stand in a certain 
relation to Him, and that in this character He addresses all men, is 
almost overlooked. 

The modern divine is silent, because of his disbelief in hnm:>,n 
depravity, and the fact that men must give an account of themselves to 
the Great " Judge of all" at last. Consistent Calvinists, aware bow 
Arminians have misapplied the class of texts referred to, have pru
dentially arnided them altogether. This paper is a plea that these may 
have attention ; and-as the Holy Ghost permits-be enforced on the 
aotention of the wicked. Were this done, it would surely be a revival of 

A LOST MINISTRY. 

FORETASTES OF GLORY. 
BY ANDREW BOOLS."' 

I HA, E often thought that the glory which will be the blessedness of 
the saints might be illustrated by the bud, the blossom, and the 

fruit of a tree. What iR grace here, as one has said, bat glory in the 
bnd ? .And in the buddings of grace what exercises there are to break 
forth and blossom, and bear fruit to the praise and glory of Him whom 
gracious souls are called to love, and Who now abideth in the people of 
God while they are in the wilderness ! " Faith, Rope, Charity, these 
three," which are the principal graces which exercise the souls of the 
]iring in Jerusalem, and every other grace are exe1·cised; and is it not 
the experience of the children of God ( when they are favoured in the 
means of grace) to feel something like Peter and his fellow-disciples 
did ? .And they are ready to say with him, '' Master, it is good for us 
to be here." Again, when in secret ~e are favoured to pour out our 
hearts to God, and the Lord is pleased to -visit us with His great salva
tion, and we '' see the good of His chosen and rejoice in the gladness 
of His nation," what is this but the budding of grace to blossom in 
glory? 

What a cheerless world this appears to the people of God without 
these revivings in the midst of their bondage ! And does not every 
fresh visit of the " Dayspring from on high," to warm and cheer the 
souls of His people, give them fresh desires to press forward " towards 
the mark for the prize of their high calling in Christ Jesus" ? Yes, it 
is with them in mea<,nre as it was with Paul: they want to know more 
of Him, and "the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings," knowing and feeling that it is only those who _hav~ fello~
ship with Him in His sufferings that shall have fellowship with Him 
in glory. 

" If such the sweetness of the streams, 
What must the fountain be I 

Where saints and angels draw their bliss 
Immediately from Thee." 

• Extracted from "A Sevenfold View of the Church of God." 
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EDUUATION"AL HELP FOH, YOUNG MlNlf-lTEftS. 

IT has loag been to us a source of regret that ours is the only section 
of the professing Church in gngland which tenders no educational 

help to young men who are occasional preacher3 of the Gospel-and we 
rejoice to know that the matter is again engaging the attention of the 
Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Churches. As the result of 
the deliberations of those to whom the consideration of the matter ha1, 
been delegated are, BR yet, not matured, we have no authority to say 
more at present. Our brethrea have our hearty good wishes, and 
we regret that our physical condition, and the distance of our home 
from the Metropolis, preciude our active co-operation in what, we 
understand, is contemplated. 

When God is stirring holy hearts to some new br1mch of service, it 
often happens that similar idea9 occur simultaneously to different 
persons, who regard the same subject from different standpoints. This 
is at present the case, as the following letter demonstrates. Corres-

~pondence is invited on a matter which concerns us so seriously-but 
communications to be inserted must be brief, and accompanied with the 
writers' signatures/or publication. We will ourself (n.v.) add a few 
words next month.-EDITOR. 

To the Editor of the" Eai·then Vessel and Gospel Hemld." 

DEAR SIR,-1 write to solicit your consideration to a plan for the educa
tional assistance of our younger preachers and Bible-class leaders. The 
necessity for efficiency in the Lord's work bas for some time occupied my 
mind, and has led to an earnest determination to seek to attain this 
standard. The chief difficulty that presents itself is-how to proceed. 
The task seems colossal, the subjects that would prove helpful so 
numerous and varied, tbat one is at a loss to decide upon the wisest 
course to adopt ; hence the necessity for such competent tuition as would 
lead to a definite, systematic course of study, calculated to ensure the 
desired results. 

When I left school I studied for the Pharmaceutical Exams. by the 
'' lecture system." I do not remember whether the Society itself published 
these Lectures, but the idea was this :-

For the payment of a nominal fee, lectures were sent in pamphlet 
form by post. A.s new lectures were received, the former were returned 
-alRo by post. These lectures dealt with all the subjects that the 
Pharmaceutical Society demanded, leading one step by step, and thus 
giving suitable training for the exam. By this means it became possible 
to become a qualified chemist without going to college. 

Now, could not some such plan be adopted to assist our prea.cbers and 
teachers whose education is limited, and whose opportunities for attending 
classes is remote ? 

The benefit of this system lies in the fact that it requires no special 
day, hour, or place for study, but the work can be carried on in 'bus, tram or 
train at any time, when a few minutes are ava.ilable. 

We have in our denomination some men of learning and long expe• 
rience. You refer, in your October issue, to one as "our premier Greek 
scholar." If the plan were thought workable, could not such gentlemen 
be constrained to take the matter. up, and give to their less favoured 
l;iretbren the benefit of their own attainments? These lectures might be 
both educational and theological, and, perhaps, contain some instruction 
in the art of preaching. 

The plan might, perhaps, be supplemented by direction as to the choice 
of text-books for study, similar to those given by the B,iptist Union. These 
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might possibly be brought within the reach of all by an arrangement 
"l"l""ith the publishers, and the generosity of a few friends. 

If workable, it seems to me that this system would be an incalculable 
benefit, not only to our younger preachers, but also to Sunde.y·sohool 
tee,chers, especially those who have the elder scholars 11,nd Bible-classes 
entrusted to their co.re. 

This method would at least have this advantage, that, 11,fter the initi11l 
outlay, which would not be very great, it would cost the Association 
nothing, nor would it prove pecuniarily burdensome to those who were 
reaping the benefit. 

Pardon the length of this letter. I have condensed to my utmost 
ability. You, I know, sympathise with seekers al'ter knowledge who 
would endeavour to make themselves more efficient in their work, if they 
only knew how to proceed. 
. I am, therefore, sure that you will regard these suggestions with 
mterest. even if you do not think them practic&.ble.-Yours in Christian 
bonds, W. A. To01,I!:, 7, Blunt's Road, Elthe.m, Kent. 

ALL YOUR NEED. 

•· Your Father knoweth what things ye have nee.d of.''-Ma.tthew vi. 8. 

OF a.11 the th;ngs tha.t ye ha.ve need, She.11 He who hears the re.van's cry; 
Your Heav'nly Father knows; Who still is" good to e.11," 

Forth from the founte.in of His grace Who clothes the·lilies of the field, 
An eubless fulness flows, And ine.rlrs each sparrow's fall, 

And free supplies to needy ones Forget His children's ,; daily bread" 
He graciously bestows. And hear not when they call? 

Shall He who me.de the darkness light Nay, He she.11 like a. Shepherd feed-, 
By His divine command, They shall be satisfied, 

Who measures all the waters in The outward needs from da.y to day 
The h~llow of His ha.nd, By His own hand supplied, 

Shall He negleet His "little flock '' And for their inwa.rd longings too 
Here, in the sh0,dow-la.nd? His mercy she.II provide. 

KATE STAINES, 

THE FUTURE OF THE UNGODLY. 

THE revered John Cooper, of W atti.sham, in his last Association sermon 
delivered at Hadleigh, in 1876, related that a young m!l.n of 

sceptica.l tendencies observed with a sneer, to an old Christian, that "he 
could not believe that God would send him to hell when he died." 
" My friend," was the reply, " what else could He do with you ? " . 

The preacher added tbat this wise rejoinder was made savmgly 
useful to this careless scoffer. 

Should an unconverted person read the~e words, pray giV:e them 
attention. If you die as you are to-day, what could God do with your 
soul but to banish it from the society of the holy iI1telligencies of heaven, 
and to what other place could He consign you than to the regions of 
woe and pain ? 

THE SPIRIT .A.ND THE TRCJTH.-The Holy Ghost invariably acts 
on the minds of God's elect by the Truth, but He does not always 
restrict Himself to the words of the Book which He iuspired. To many, 
the words of evangelical hymns have been savingly blessed. John 
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Bunyan, during a season of great spiritual darkness, was saved from 
despondency by the application of a text from the Apocrapha. " Look 
at the generations of old and see. Did ever any trust in the Lord and was 
confounded'' (Ecclesiasticus ii. 10). A thoughtful girl once complained 
to J. N. Darby, the Plymouth Brother, that a text had comforted her, 
but that on seeking for it in the Bible, she found that it had been 
impreBSed on her mind inaccurately. "My child," was his reply, "it 
is written, 'My sheep know My voice,' and if Christ has sent you a 
word, receive it, and be thankful for any consolation it bas conveyed to 
your heart." 

'
1 HE IS PRECIOUS." 

(1 Peter ii. 7.) 

.TEsus is precious when the soul 
Is brought to feel its sin ; 

'Tis He the.t me.kes the wounded whole, 
And speaks His pee.ea within. 

Since I e. conscious sinner am, 
I may to Jesus flee ; 

To find the e.11-atoning Le.mb 
Will welcome even me. 

Whe.t, though the sin e.ud guilt of yee.rs 
My condemnation see.I, 

He my gree.t Advoce.te e.ppee.r~, 
And doth His love revee.l. 

'Tis Jesu~, of exceeding worth, 
Who speaks my sins forgiven ; 

He is my only hope on earth, 
He a.II my hope for heaven. 

How fair is Jesus to behold 
To newly-opened eyes ! 

More precious He than much fine gold, 
Here choicest tree.sure lies. 

Come, Holy Spirit, and display 
More of His ma, chless grace ; 

Till in the light of endless day 
1 see Him face to face. 

H. L. 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

Cheering Words for 1904. Edited by 
Ben. J. Northfield, March, Cambs. 
Cloth neat. with portraits of H. J, 
Ge.Hey e.nd Eben. Beecher. R. Banks 
& Son, Re.cqnet Court, Fleet-street, 
E.C. One Shilling. 

THIS is unquestionably the chee.pest 
book of its chare.cter on se.le. Eve.n
gelice.l in its sentiments: devout e.nd 
earnest in tone: and with ample variety 
in its contents-it is adapted to interest 
and profit both old and young. The 
monthly numbers do much good in 
encouraging "Bible see.rching" among 
its youthfnl readers, and providing for 
their recree.tion '' what," as Cowper 
ijB,ys, '' leisure hours deme.nd.'' The 
likenesses present the fee.tures of two of 
our ministers-the youngest e.nd one of 
the more advanced in yee.rs --in our 
ranks. Let us pre.y for these ; and also 
implore for the genial and gilled editor 
e.nd all his colleagues Divine help to 
continue to furnish such cheering 
words as God may own e.nd bless. 
Finally, do not suffer e.ny Christiu.n 
home to be without this goodly little 
volume for perusal in the long winter 

evenings. We might add the.t the 
monthly issues a.re, by their ta.king 
contents a.nd many illustrations, well 
adapted to localization. 
A Sevenfold View of the Church of God. 

E. Wilmshurst, Bla.ckhee.th, S. E.; 
e.ndofthe Author, Andrew Bools, 109, 
Sabell-roe.d, Smethwick, Birming
ham. Price One Shilling. 

THIS, though e. little like ".Boston's 
Fourfold State," so beloved of our 
gracious ancestors, is an independent 
and origine.l work; e.nd presents the 
subjects indicated by its title in a 
scripture.I, savoury e.nd experimental 
light. We should judge it to consist of 
the ·•echoes" of seven sermons, deliv
ered to congrege.tions of pie.in a.nd 
unpretending Christians, e.nd by persons 
of this ole.ss it. is just the book to be 
loved and prized. We give e.n extract, 
e.s e. se.mple, on a.nether page. 
Fifteen Bible Niits Opened and P1'1n:ed 

Sound. By Rev. Ce.meron Ma.okay. 
Glasgow : W. Asher, Howe.rd-street. 
Pdce 6d., by post 7d. 

THis is the work of a .Scottish clergy-
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man, who claims to hold consistent 011 tbe subject, is interesting, but we 
t '1winism very mucll as we, the }<jnglish fear that none of us are sufficiently 
Strict and Particular Baptists, hold it. l\cquainted with facts to form alt-ogether 
The "nuts., are Gospel subjects, which reliable opinions. The matter in its legal 
have presented difficulties, and which aspect, to us, presents small diffioulty, 
it is the design of the book to elucidate but from our point of station we could 
and explain. Two of these we will hl\rdly view it as a viotory for the truth, 
mention as specimens. - " Repentance, e.s our brother Beede! styles it, The 
faith, e.nd good works e.renotconditwns ancient" Confession of Faith," though 
of salvation. but parts of it., e.nd follow indisputably Calvinistic, is affected by 
the new birth in the order of time." Baxterianism and enforces e.n "offer" 
" The lost will be condemned for non- of grace, e.s e.n essential bro.nob of the 
conformity to the more.I le.w, not for Gospel ministry, On this, the Free 
tbe rejection of Christ's atonement. of Church leaders a.re very emphe.tio. In 
which the offer to them is e. fraud." fact, they hold the " yea. and ne.y " 
These e.nd some kindred topics a.re dee.It system much on the lines of the late 
with in e. we.y so plain e.nd positive, e.s C. H. Spurgeon. Their election of Mr. 
occe.sione.lly to remind us of Jo.mes Urquhart to a Professorial chair, amply 
Wells himself. The booklet he.s been demonstrates this, e.nd their violent 
bitterly censured in the organ of the treatment of Rev. Cameron Me.okay 
Free Church of Scotland, e.nd we who (see our Review of his " Bible Nuts'') 
agree with it in these particulars, would for repudiating "offered grace," leaves 
assure our brother, the author, of our this matter beyond e. doubt. Assuredly, 
best wishes for its so.le and circula.tion. they are not with our brother Beede! 
We, of course, do not commit ourselves and ourselves, on these and kindred 
to every opinion expressed, but the quest-ions. 
thoughtfulness and devout spirit of the : The Parish Clerk. By Alfred Dye, of 
whole command our respect ; and we I Rowley Regis. Post free from the 
wo~ld wave a benediction to the brave, , Author, ls. 6d. 
solitary man, who dares to stand alone I THIS is a neat little volume, tastefully 
for the truth's sa.ke. _He would, ho'.'1- got up, and containing two poems. 
ever,. do we!:! to obta.in !lo London m The :6.r.t, bearing the title, The Parish 
add1t1on to his local publisher. j Clerk, being in the form of an allegory. 
'.l:he Baptist .Almanack for 1905. R. : The second, which is founded on the 

Danks & Soo, Racquet-court, Fleet- incident recorded in John iv., is headed 
street, London, E.O. Price 2d.; ' "The Blessed Saviour and the Se.me.ritan 
interleaved with blank paper, 4d. j Sinner." Amongst the many fe.vours 

WE never cease, year by year, to wonder whi~h a.re bestowed by the hand of a 
at the enterprise and cape.city which grac10_us God, t~e.t of godly pe.rente.ge 
each issue of this Al.m,nack manife~ts. ! occupies a promrnent place. Ou~ author 
Complete e.s such ; and reolete with i was _thus ble~sed, e.nd on the anmver~e.ry 
ordinary information ; its lists of Baptist of his father s dee.t_h, penne~ a few -Imes 
ministers, occasione.l pre&cbers, and e.n~ put them a.side. This forms t1:1e 
Sunday :school officie.ls, render it not basis of the pr~sent. poem, wheret~ 
,simply useful, but ESSENTIAL, to all somewhe.t_of the life, h1s~ory and expen
,vho have religious work in hand. The e~ce of_th1s godly me.n 1s set forth, the 
literary matter of the above is interest- tttle berng suggested h_! the fa.et t~e.t 
rng, and the portrait and notice of our he for some years acted Ill t1:te.t cape.c!ty. 
-old friend and fellow-student, Archibald Tb~ ~xcellency of l\n expe~1mental v:1te.l 
G. Brown, will be valued by many. The rehg1on and ~he Commu_n1on of Fle.1~ts 
very fair likeness of our brother Sapey, a.re dee.It w~th, e.nd with the parish 
th~ new minister of Soho Chapel, with clerk we say,-
the brief appreciation appended, will ·• A.nd tho', 0 Lord. unworthy, hete I am. 
,,,_ · t t· t th manyStrict lwouldTbeethankforthatabound1ng ....,o ]?rove 1n eres 1Dg . o e grace 
Baptists, to whom this honoured sane- Which f!r.t convarted me, and stirred my 
tu.e.ry will ever be a ha.llowed spot. soul 

l . P tic la B t. t M To seek Thy favonr rich." 
Aus_tra i~n ar u r ap is aga- " Whoso offereth praise glorifieth 

zine, November, 1904. God," and he says:-
}loNTH _by month, our br?ther Bee~el, •·For once allow Forgetful or vain Care 
the Editor, sends us his Ma.gazme, Within your house a conch, or easy 
which we never read without some chair, 
profit and g

8
tow . ohf hCehart. h Tb

0
e a~~ic_le Th",~ii to sleep, and let indilference 

on " The cottis urc ase, In Yon cnot understanding •all the pains 
which he kindly refers to our writings yon take) 
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A h:~~e~f strange conrnsion, in your I ol lifo is offererl to a.ll," we dissent fro,n 
And land you helpless tn 11, wood to a.s bei~g erroneous. Life is not offered. 

roam, but given. "Thou ha.st given Him 
Bnt aanetillerl R,mcmbra11r:e of God• power over a.II flesh, tha.t He should give 
Asal~:1:i,";,,an to write unto Eli• praise.'' etema.l lile to a.a ma.ny a.s Thou ha.st 

given Him" (John xvii. 2). •· I give 
In the second poem the sovereign unto My she'lp etema.l life'' (John 

grace of God in the sa.lva.tion of the x. 28). "You hath he riuickened, who 
sinner, is treated in an interesting were dea.d in trespasses and sins" 
manner. Weha.veenjoyed a dip into (Eph.ii.1).-J.E.F. 
the volume, and heartily commend it 
for the excellency of the subjects.
J. E. F. 
That Glorims Future, or Key to the 

Revelation. By J. L. Thompson. 
Published by Morgan & Scott. Price 
2s. 6d. 

MANY writers have taken in hand the 
exposition of this difficult part of Scrip
ture, with the result that varying 
interpretations-some of which are 
extremely fanciful-he.ve been given 
The book before us is e. new and grea.tly 
improved edition of a. work which wa.s 
:fir!Jt issued someyea.rs a.go. It represents 
something like sixteen years' devoted 
le.hour on the part of the writer. No 
attempt is me.de to fix the dates for the 
happening of the events predicted, but 
the ve,rious pe.rts of the book e,re briefly 
commented upon. There is evidence of 
close e.nd ce.reful study, and the e.uthor 
sta.tes his views with ce.ndour and 
clee.rness and in e. spirit becoming the 
subject. He combines the historic a.nd 
futurist views which he rege.rds e.s being, 
when rightly understood. not two, but 
one, the rele.tion between them being 
that of shadow and subste,nce. From 
the fourth chapter, the whole is appa.r
ently regarded as future. Whilst we do 
not agree with the view e.dvocated, 
there is much in the book the.t is 
suggestive a.nd which will repay study. 
The ste.tement on p. 210, the.t "the gift 

FAREWELL TO THE " PAPTIST MA(;A
ZINE." -We understand from tbe J;aptist 
Times and Freeman. that " The Baptist 
Magazine is for the present to· be 
discontinued." We have read the a.hove 
with some sadnese of heart. Though 
its line of teetimony was far diffel"ent 
from our own, we entertained a sincere 
regard for the grand old Serial which 
eo long has been the organ of our 
Denomination in the widest sense of 
the word. It is impossible to have a 
hand-grip from am-brothel' Rev. James 
Stuart, of Watford, without feeling that 
one is in touch with a brave, bright a.ad 
brotherly me.n, fully competent for his 
Editorial work, and the.t this should be 
thus termine.ted, is a ma.tter of sincere 
regret. The current of public appreci
ation, however, seems to be less and 
less in favour of the more elabora.e 
articles of what were once standard 
religious magazines. Telegrams rather 
than trea.tis.es a.re the order of the day. 
We ourselves have seen the demise of 
The Chiirch, The Baptist .Messenger. and 
the General Baptist Magazine Three 
such only now survive. " The Sword 
and the Trowel, The Gospel Standard. 
and our own poor little Vessel, a.re sti'l 
struggling on. May God continue us 
still, if it be His good pleasure. If, 
however, the cedar fa.lls, what can the 
fir-trees se.y? 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

WHO CAN TELL I 
1904 is olosed, and we are now at the 
opening pages of a new volume of life's 
history. The past we know, the future 
lies hidden, and who can tell what is 
written on the pe.ges whioh day by day 
will be turned over ? 

" Dear Lord, I do not wish to see 
My fate, with curious eyes ; 

What gloomy lines are writ for me, 
Or what bright scenes ma.y rise." 

A review of the past, by whioh the 
dealings of the Lord, and His mani
fested goodness therein, are reoe.lled, 

stirs the heart of the child of God, 
causing him to exclaim, "0 magnify 
the Lord with me"; for the truth is 
reoognieed that hitherto the Lord he.s 
helped. 

Ree.der, it is well with thee? The 
Lord says, Say ye to the righteous it 
she.11 be well with him, e.nd he only 
who has been born e,gain ce.n truly say 
It is well, 

Life itself is nnoertain, and eq nally 
uncertain is the.t whioh will happen in 
any individue.l life. Judging, however, 
by the past, we may look for varying 



experiences so Joni!' as we journey here. 
days of sorrow and of joy. days of 
plea.sure nnd of p~in, days of sighing 
and of •ong. Whilst, however, we can
not tell what e. day may bring forth, 
this much we know, the Lord has given 
to tho•e who fear Him promises, which 
a.re exceeding- gree.t e.nd precious, one of 
which is. As thy days, so she.II thy 
strength be. Too oft we bring to
morrow's oa.res into to-da.y. So if there 
be uncertainty and change on the one 
hand. on the other there is that which' 
is certain and unchanging. He is faith
ful who ha.th promised, and He Him
self declares I change not. 

The Lord loveth Zion, and every 
heaven-born soul is dear to Him. 
Gathered in various pla.c"s in the name 
of the glorious King, He make~ His 
presence amongst them known, caus
ing the heart to burn, comforting, 
strengthenini.. feeding the saint, a.nd 
ma.king effectual His word to the bring
ing in of other sheep. Every true 
citizen rejoices in Zion's prosperity, a.nd 
will seek her good. 

The answer in days pa.at ha.s come to 
earnest prayer. Shall not our prayers 
rise then night a.nd da.y that He will 
send now prosperity? Who can tell but 
that there sha.11 come such a gracious 
revival a.s sha.11 ea.use a. gladsome shout. 
·• The Lord ha.th done great things." 
Tha.t it may be so, is the earnest desire 
of.-Yonrs to serve, 

JAMES E. FLEGG. 

SEW CROSS.-The Robin Society 
held its annual meeting in Zion School
room on Dec. 12th, under the presidency 
of Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong, cha.irma.n of 
the committee. The report wa.s pre
sented and adopted, showing that 14,257 
children ha.d been fed during the winter 
months, a.nd nearly 200 sent to the sea.
side for a. week in the summer. The 
committee wa.s re-elected, o.nd grants 
ma.de of 12.392 mea.ls to be given during 
the next few weeks. Contributions of 
money, ca.rds, cuffs, a.nd dothing of a.ny 
description gladly received'. On Boxing
da.y many a.rra.ngements were m~de to 
give a brea.kfa.st to 1,600 poor children 
in Deptford a.nd neighbourhood. [Our 
brother Armstrong, 30, Tyrwhitt-roe.d, 
Breckley, will be glad to reoeive gifts 
in money or kind for carrying on this 
excellent work among the little ones. 
En.] 

STEPNEY (REHOBOTH).-We were 
favoured to celebra.t'3 the 30th anniver
so.ry of the re-opening of this Sanctuary, 
Lord's-day, Nov. 6th. Our pastor, Mr. 
J. Parnell, preached in the morning 
from Job xvii. 9, and in the evening 
from Prov. xxiv. 27. On the following 
Tuesday, Mr. E. White delivered a.n 
excellent discourse in the afternoon 
from Dent. ii. 7. A good company of 

friends rem!oinerl to tea.. l\lr. G. J. 
Applegate, presiding. at evening meet
ing- read ha. !xv. 17-26; our pastor 
offored prayer. The chairman ga.ve a. 
brief, but very intereating speech on the 
history of our Church, ta.king us be.oh: 
to the time when we worshipped nt 
Bluecoat Fields. Mr. W. G. Ola.rh: 
addressed us from "Lo, I a.m with yon 
a.lwa.y, even unto the end of the world," 
Re remarked, I think it me11ne, I a.m 
with you in deepest sympathy, in com
munity of interest, in aeoret soul-sustain
ing power, &o. Mr. F, C. Holden spoke 
from l John i. 7. He said the greatest 
of a.11 blessings is to hold fellowship 
with God. Fellowship is a sweet a.nd 
sacred feeling of oonoord, harmony, 
agreement; it consists of free oom
munioa.tion from the Lord to our souls. 
Mr. R. E. Sea.re founded hie remarks on 
John xiv. 15, 16. He ea.id, There is a. 
potent force in love, faith works by 
love. If I a.m following Christ I a.m 
keeping His oomma.ndmente. Where 
the Holy Ghost is, Christ is. Mr. E. 
White in speaking on " These a.re they 
that follow the La.mb," remarked, He is 
the principal, tbe pa.thwa.y. His people 
must go where He goes, trea.d where He 
trod. Our pa.etor spoke from Exod. 
xxxiii. 14. He sa.id tb.e presence of God 
is most essential. it differs from all 
other presence. It is influential, it i, 
universe.I. Singing the Doxology a.nd 
Benediction by the oha.irma.n, closed a. 
very e,njoyable meeting.-HAYTER 
SCRIVENER. 

SHOULDHAM STREET, W.-Ser
vices in connection with the twenty
eighth anniversary of our Sunda.y
echool were held on Lord'e-da.y, Nov. 27, 
a.nd on the following Taesda.y. Brother 
Bull, of Borough Green, Kent, prea.oherl 
two excellent sermons in the mornin,c 
from Ma.tt. xvi. 18, "On this Rook I 
will build My Church," &c., and in the 
evening from Heb. iv. I, when a. number 
of old sohola.re a.nd friends favoured us 
with their presence. The children very 
nicely sa.ng hymns a.nd anthems for the 
oooaeion. The oonduotor, Mr. Guttridge, 
ably led them, a.nd our desire is that 
they ma.y be amongst tha.t favoured 
company sing-ing the Song of Moses a.nd 
the La.mb. In the afternoon our pastor 
suitably addressed the ohildren. On the 
following Tuesday between seventy a.nd 
eighty sat down to tea., after whioh a. 
meeting we.a held in the oha.pel, pre
sided over by brother G. W. Bartlett, of 
Streatha.m, whose sympa.thetio rema.rke 
were much enjoyed. Brother W. Harris 
led as a.t the tt.rone of gra.ce. A report 
was read, when mention we.a ma.de of 
the home-ca.ll of our beloved super
intendent, brother A. Oakes, who had 
held that office since the formation of 
the school. He wa.a one who had 
earnestly contended for the fa.ith, a.nd 
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was beloved by a.II who knew him; also 
the appointment of fresh officers to the 
sohool. The following brethren gave 
good and Aound addresses - Messrs. 
White, Beloher, Mitobell, Galley, Boll, 
a.nd our pa.etor. We felt it ~ood to be 
there, and realised the Lord's gracious 
preeenoe in our midst. We a.re plea.sed 
to record that one dear sister hae been 
oonstra.ined to join Chorch fellowship, 
u.nd our prayer ie that others ma.y be 
led from darkness into the kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist.
W. W. MARTIN. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES OF MR. 
C. T. DYKES AS PASTOR AT 
ORFORD HILL, NORWICH. 

F l. VOURED with a beautiful day, many 
friends from neighbouring Cborches 
met with the Church at Oriord Hill to 
welcome Mr. Dykes to his work a.t this 
place. The meetings were well at
tended, and were felt by many to be 
sea.sons of great blessing. 

The afternoon gathering was presided 
over by pastor R. Mutimer. Prayer was 
offered by I'd r. Motber"ole. 

After a few words of welcome by the 
chairman, and the expre"dion of his joy 
in ta.king pa.rt in the oervices, pa"tor E. 
Mitllhell clearly defined the nature of a. 
Gospel Church. He wa.s greatly helped, 
and hi~ sermon, we feel sure, will not be 
soon forgotten. 

The pastor then stated to the follow
ing effect 

HIS CALL BY GRACE, 

It iR with peculiar feeling that I 
stand here to-day to tell you what the 
Lord has done for me. I echo the 
words-

.. Indulgent God, how kind 
Are a.II Thy ways to me!" 

1 am the child of many, many meroies. 
It was my great privilege to have 
Christian pa.rents, who were, and are, 
members of the Church at Brentford, 
and my earliest recolleotions are in 
connection with that saored spot. I was 
taught the Word of God from infancy, 
and was deeply interested in its narra
tives as told by my teaohers and by my 
sisters in the home. My regular a.tten
da.noe at school being insi•ted upon, I 
passed through all the classes; but 
even in my early days I was Sa.tan's 
easy prey, and from companions ao
quired evil ways. I did nut, however, 
go my own way without smitings of 
oonsoience, which led to resolves to do 
better ; but, alas I these resolutions 
were soon broken. My doings were 
concealed from friends and rel11.tives, 
and though they may not have thought 
it, I was desperately wicked, and 011,n 
now see how graoe shines resplendently 
in my case. About this time I attended 
some mission serviue~, was muoh im
pressed, and being persuaded to go into 1 

the inquiry room, was there urged to 
give my heart to Christ. In " few 
weeks' time, however, it seemed ae 
thoogh one devil bad been driven out 
but seven had entered in i te room. 
Lea.ving school, and being apprenticed 
to a wheelwright, I rewl ved to go right 
and do well. There was a young man 
in the place who I knew was identified 
with a Church of Christ ; bot the first 
day I was there I beard him utter awful 
oaths. There I foond opportunity for 
entering into open sin more deeply. and 
was caught in the coils of the gambling 
curse. I wandered about on Sunday 
afternoons, and soo1, ceased going to 
oor own cbaJ,el at night. On one of 
these afternoons I was invited and went 
with a p&rty on the river. Though I 
thoroughly enjoy the water, I was 
wretched, and glad when I got ashore. 
The time arrived when Mr. Mutimer 
c&me to Brentford. He commenced an 
afternoon Bible-class, and being re
quested. I joined. and soon became 
greatly attached to the teacher as a 
man. I found the class interesting, and 
attended regularly. yet continued in my 
old ways. Becoming dissatisfied with 
my !-JOsition and the restraint, I resolved 
to run aw&y from home &nd enlist in 
His Majesty's service. I passed the 
doctor and was admitted, the officers 
being none too particular to know the 
truth. Here ag-ain I determined to lead 
a better life. When the step I bad taken 
became known to my friends, they were 
deeply grieved, my dear mother being 
almost broken-hearted, and under three 
months I wa• bought out. Well I re
member the Easter Monday, a.bout this 
time, how earnestly my mother begged 
me to go to the service. Instead of 
doing so, I made my first appearance in 
a theatre. There were smitings of con
sclence, but I had broken the ba,rrier; I 
was f,.scinated, I meant to have my fill, 
and my only dread was lest anything 
shoold appea,r bearing upon sacred 
thing•. I obtained a. situ&tion at such 
a, distance from home that my way 
might not be hindered. I lived in the 
heart of London, and in sin. Here I 
took to drink. I can troly say, 

"Preserved in Jesus when 
My feet made haste to hell." 

I was brought almost to the borders of 
fatalism. But the time when God 
would work drew near. I went home 
on Saturday, and on Sunday morning 
attended the service. I he.d been to the 
theatre every night, and was in the 
house of God that morning. I was list
lese, but a statement was ma.de, some• 
thing like this: '·Youngman. yon were 
in the theatre last night." I was full 
of rage, for I thought there were those 
who knew, and had told Mr. Mutimer 
about me. I determined to shake off 
my feeling, but toe arrow stuck fast. I 
went to one of the lowest plaoes of 
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amusement, but was miserable, and 
oould not stay in the i,laoe ; it was as 
midnight darkness in my soul. In the 
situation I then had there was a young 
man who had wrong ideas, but whose 
heart was right; and he tried to per
suade me onoe again to give my heart to 
Christ. I went anywhere and every
where in London seeking for some 
light. It beoame evident that the 
ohange which had taken place was per
ceived by my friends, and a letter re
ceived from my sister (though contain
only a few words) proved helpful. 
I attended the services at Brentford and 
was interested in them, the rage and 
enmity were gone, and l wanted peace. 
One afternoon in the Bible-class the 
hymn was given out, "I need 'fhee, 
precious Jesus." That was as balm to 
my soul. I saw my interest, n.nd 
realised that for such a sinner as myself 
there was a Saviour. Mr. Mutimer's 
ministry was greatly blessed to me, and 
I was brought onward little by little. 
For such blessings I have to thank my 
God, and will <lo till I die. After a 
sermon preached by wy pastor from the 
words, .. I will go in the 8trength of the 
Lord,'' I gave in my name for member
ship a.nd was baptised, being subse
quently received into the Church. 

CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

I received great blessing from the 
Bible-class, a.nd now tha.t the Lord ha.s 
brought me into the ministry, I know 
better the va.l ue of those studies of the 
Word of God. Both president and mem
bers ha.d many happy sea.sons. Our 
pastor had it la.id on his heart that 
some open-air services should be held 
in connection with the Church, and that 
the members of the Bible-class should 
underte.ke the work. I was spoken to 
about it, and agreed tha.t it would be a 
good thing, not thinking of attempting 
u0 speak myself. In arranging for the 
speakers, however, my pastor rntormed 
me that I was to be one ; but I fla.tly 
refused, saying that I could not speak, 
and was absolutely unfit for such work. 
But Mr. Mutimer will not ta.ke no for 
an answer. One Saturday afternoon I 
wem to his home, and whilst walking 
round the garden he handed me a. Bible 
opened at chap, i. of J eremia.h, and told 
me to rea.d it. I did so, and was dumb. 
So be ea.id, "You must te.ke your pe.rt in 
the open-air service," a.nd I did, and 
the Lord helped me. Thus matters went 
on for some time, when I grew cold. A 
particular trouble overtook me, which 
the Lord turned into blessing, and a. 
sermon from ''All things work together 
for good" was to me a. see.son of re
vi va.l. Soon after, I was greatly con
cerned about the ea.I va.tion of others, 
and had great exercises of mind con
cerning the Lord's work, not tha.t I felt 
I had ability for speaking. Whilst my 
mind was thus exercised one evening, 

the pastor sent for me, and he then in 
the oourse of conversation asked me 
·whether I was exercised in any speoial 
way. Now I had not breathed a. word 
concerning my state of mind to a.uyone. 
1 was startled, as talking with me he 
seemed to know exa.ctly where I was, 
and he then told me he had himselt 
been exeroieed a.bout me. He then 
ea.id," You will have to go and speo.k in 
the Lord's name,'' but I replied that 
such a. thing was impossible. He told 
me not to talk rashly, for a. way would 
be opene1 up. I went away troubled. 
Before a fortnight bad passed, a brother 
from a nei~hbouring Church called on 
our pastor and said their pastor was 
leaving, and he was constrained to come 
to Brentford 1md enquire whether he 
had a young man who would speak to 
them. He sa.id, "Yes," There wa.s no 
way out, and I had to go. With many 
fears I ventured, but the Lord was my 
Helper, and I have since hea.rd that on 
that day a young man was bleat who ha.a 
been since bapt1zed. On the next occa
sion, however, I felt it would have been 
well had I sat down and said nothing. 
I had no liberty. Thus I was humbled. 
I hea.rd no more for some time, and con
oluded my preaching days had closed. 
But presently other invitations came, 
which I accevted, After a while, being 
much oa.st down, I had a oonversatio11 
with my pastor, and he sa.id, '' Well, if 
you nave no love tor the work, give it 
up." But I was anxious that souls 
might be bleat, and oh how I wrestled ! 
Tne exercise was profitable, I felt my 
dependence, rea.lised that God was my 
Helper, and went on until every Sun
day was occupied in telling out the Gos
pel. I never sought it, but I believe 
God Himself has led me into it. To 
serve Churches at a distance from home 
was difficult, situated as I then was; 
but a situation was provided by which 
this obstacle was removed, and in which 
I could see the hand of God. 

CALL TO NORWICH, 

The first I heard concerni11g Norwich 
was in Marsh, 1903. My pastor informed 
me that he had received a letter from 
this Church that they wished me, it 
possible, to give them a Sunday. Soon 
after this I received a letter from 
brother Purling, asking for some open 
dates. Three or four dates were sent, 
and one was selected for the first Lord's
day in June. About going to Norwica 
I was strangely exercised, and on men
tioning the matter to Mr. Mu timer,. he 
spoke to me m a most tlncoura.gmg 
manner. 1 shall never forget my first 
comin" down. and the walk and talk 
with brother Purling, to whom I felt at 
once greatly drawn. On the Sunday I 
had much liberty, but was grieved lo 
see the low state of affairs. I beoe.me 
deeply interested in the welfare of the 
Church, and promised to go age.in. On 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 31 

my journey home I was full of Nor
wioh, I had had no similar experience 
in regard to u.ny Churoh I had pre
viously served. It was useless trying to 
sho.ke off the thought; it beco.me inten
sified. I ho.d not enterto.ined the thought 
of ever beooming o. pastor ; but on my 
journey home I telt 1f ever suoh 11, thing 
should be, I should like 11, Churoh similar 
to tho.t at Norwich. My pastor enquired 
o.bout my visit to Ncrwioh, o.nd I gave 
him some u.ccount, without, however, 
mentioning u.nything of my own pecu
liu.r experience. Some time u.fter this 
I reoeived 11, note a.eking me to see him, 
On my complying, he put to me a ques
tion, something like this : "Ha.ve you 
ever been exeroised as to becoming a 
pu.stor 1" I hesitu.ted, but he had it all 
out of me, u.nd then told me ili, h11,d re
ceived a, letter from brother Purling, 
enquiring whether there wu.s 11,ny !1keh
hood of my becoming a, pastor. Other 
engu.gements with the Church were 
entered into. It was arru.nged I should 
prea.oh here the nine tiundu.yd in 
the eu.rly part of this yea.r. During 
those visito I wu.s much helped in 
speaking plainly the things tha.t I be
haved, be1ng uesirous the people ohould 
know whu.t manner of m11,n I was. I 
did not believe in compromise. At the 
end of this time I felt more dru.wn to 
you, and I believe you were to me. 'l'his 
was followed by u.n invitation to preach 
for three months, and then u.n invita
tion to the pa.storu.te. which I felt led 
to accept, and here I am, trust1ng by 
God'o help to fill the position of pastor 
of this Ohuroh. 

One of the deacons, Mr. Purling, then 
stu.ted how the friends had been led to 
invite Mr, Dykes to become their 
pastor. 

At the evening meeting the chair wu.s 
u.gu.in occupied by Mr. Mutimer. Pastor 
:M.uskett, ot Yu.rmouth, reu.d the Sor1p
tures, u.nd Mr. Fru.nklin, of Brentford, 
pru.yed, 

The pastor-elect cleu.rly stu.ted his 
dootrina.l belief. 

The charge to the pastor from the 
words, "Mu.ke full proof of thy minis
try," was then given by brother R. 
Mutimer, u.nd oonta.ined wise oounsel 
for the new pu.stor. The oha.rge to the 
Church wu.s given by brother Ju.mes E. 
Flegg, his remarks being bu.sed upon 
the words," Holders u.nd helpers." 

Brief addresses were given by pastor 
S. Willis 11,nd Mr, Du.nn, u.fter which 
these interesting meetings were brought 
to a, close by earnest supplication tor 
bleesing on the union by the brother of 
the pu.stor, J.E. F. 

SAXMUNDHAM.-On Sunday, Dec, 
4th, speoiu.l services were oonduoted u.t 
::laxmundhu.m Bu.ptist Chapel, in the 
1norning and u.fternoon by Mr, A. H. 
Lu.rge, of Lowestoft, u.nd in the evening 

by Mr. W, H. Berry. Our brother 
La.rge'e servioes were heartily approved, 
and testimony has been borne to the 
u.pprecia.tion of the plain, pra.ctica.l 
remarks ma.de to teachers 11,nd scholars. 
In the evening the scholars gave recita
tions. They had been trained by the 
superintendent, Mr. B. Cooper, and they 
did him credit. On Thursday, Dec. 8th, 
the scholars were given 11, free tea., and 
a.t the afternoon meeting they were 
a.warded prize-books for good attend
ance. Mr. Berry presided a.nd gave 11,n 
address. A very plea.sing feature a.t the 
evening meeting wa.s the presentation 
to ea.eh echola.r with some article-such 
11,e gloves, ties, handkerchiefs, etc .. 
which ha.d been sent by a. gentlema.n of 
Ipswich, who sympathi~ed with the 
effort ma.de a.t Sa.xmundha.m by the 
Suffolk and Norfolk Home :Missionary 
Society to establish a. Sunday-school 
there. The children a.gain recited, and 
several friends rendered voca.l and 
iustrnmental help. 

MOUNT ZION, CHADWELL 
STREET. 

THE fifty-third a.nniversa.ry was cele
brated on De). 11th and 13th. We were 
favoured with good congregations, and 
a.t the close of the service~ conld truly 
say, " He ha.th done all things well." 
At 10 a..m. the nsna.l prayer-meeting 
was presided over by our esteemed 
brother Fricker, who ha.a for over fifty 
yea.re been connected with the Ca.use. 
The preacher for the morning wa.s 
pastor James Easter, of Kentish '£own, 
who, after reading- and sweetly com
menting on the 46th Psalm, preached 
an excellent sermon from Psa. xxvii. 9 
a.nd Heh. xiii. 5, noticing-the peti
tioner, the petitioned One, the petition 
itself u.nd the promiee. The sermon 
was mnch enjoyed. In the evening we 
were visited by pastor R. Mutimer, who 
preached to onr p•ofit from Ruth ii. 10. 

On the Tneeda.y a.fternoon :llr. Bush 
delivered a, discourse founded upon 
1 Pet. i. 7, The disconrse wa.s greatly 
appreciated. 

At the evening meeting the cha.ir wa.s 
taken by our beloved pa.stor, who wa.H 
supported by brethren 0. S. Dalbey, F. 
Fells. J. Bush, T. L. Sa.pey, J. Easter, 
11,nd R. Mntimer. 

The meeting- was opened with the 
singing of ·• Kindred in Christ. fJr His 
dear sa.ke," after which the cha,irma,n 
rea.d a.nd commented upon Psa. cxx:ii .. 
saying it was a ba.d sign when friends 
lost their delig-ht in God's houee. 
Prayer wa.s offered by brother J. 
Mayhew, 

Our pastor having reviewed the Lord's 
goodnes8 during the past yea.r, Mr. 811,pey 
spoke in reference to the God of Israel, 
ha.sing his remarks upon Psa. b:xii. 18. 
He alluded to God's works in orea.tion. 
but dealt chiefly with the covenant of 
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grace. Mr. Dolbey dwelt upon the 
words. •• Whn.t new thin!! i• this 7 
What new doctrine i• thi• 1" emphas
ized the impiration of the Scriptures, 
and di•cour~ed upon the miracles 
wroul!ht by Christ and His disciples. 
llir. Bush made some choice remarks 
upon the fourfold praier contained in 
P~a. _xxviii. 9. Mr. J. Easter gave a 
m1•~10ne.ry address from Luke iv. 43, 44, 
noting that our Lord preached Sorip
turally, spiritua.lly, and sucoessfully, 
after which Mr. Mutimer uttered some 
pr_ecious thoughts on a bundle of pro
m18es (Isa. xiii. 16). The closing address 
we.~ by Mr. Fells, who sµoke upon the 
Heu<l and the members, from Ephes. iv. 
15. 16. The collection was excellent. 
After a few words of thanks from the 
pastor, the meeting wa.s closed with 
prayer. D. BUTCHER. 

WALTHAMSTOW, ZION, MAYNARD 
ROAD. 

SPECIAL services were held on Nov. 
13th a.nd 15th, in connection with the 
thirtieth a.nniversa.ry of the formation 
of the Church a.nd the re-opening of the 
chapel after repairs and renovation. On 
the Sunday, Mr. Licence prea.ched two 
sermons from Paa.. cxlix. 4, and Ezek. 
xxxiv. 15. 

The services were continued on the 
Tuesday afternoon, when Mr. E. 
Mitchell once a.gain visited thi• Ca.use, 
and preached a.n appropriate discoarse 
upon Ma.tt. vi. 32, •· For your heavenly 
Father knoweth tha.t ye ha.ve need of 
a.ll these things," which wa.s much 
a.pprecia.ted, a.s it proved to be a. word in 
sea.son. 

A good number of friends partook of 
tea., after which a public meeting was 
held a.t 6.30 p.m. Mr. E. H. Britton 
presided, and rea.d Proverbs viii., and 
then called upon Mr. Licence to seek 
the Divine blessing. 

Pastor E. White ga<re an encouraging 
addre•~, ha.Bed upon Psalm cii. 16, 
•• When the Lord shall build up Zion, 
He shall appear in His glory,'' shew
in!! in a thoughtful way how the Lord 
builds up and establishes His people. 

The report of the secretary, Mr. J. 
Sharpe, wa.s then read, from which it 
we.• gathered that the Gospel had been 
faithfully proclaimed, and the in
cidental eXJJen,es had been met. The 
Sunday-school had also been well 
su•tained, under the guide.nee of the 
energetic and persevering •uperinten
dent, brother Wallis. The Gospel 
meosage b .. d also been constantly circu
la.terl m the neighbourhood by means of 
the tract, l'keer'ing IVorda, and it was 
hoped the Lord would bless this effort. 

'l'he tree.surer, brother Turnpenny, 
exj.Jlained that in September the Church 
wao somew ha.t unexpectedly plunged 
into difficulties through a. pa.rt of the 
wail, u[ tlJ" build1ug, a.nd the rouc be-

coming un•a.fe, a.nd the local a.uthoritie~ 
decided that it wo.• absolutely neoesea.ry 
to pu II down and rebuild a. oon•iderablH 
portion of the same. The deaoons at 
once took the matter in hand, prayer
fully and oarefully, relying upon tho 
bles8ing of the Lord. a.nd finanoia.l 
assistance from friends of sieter 
Churches. At this meeting it wo.e stated 
that the work ha.d been thoroughly 
oarried out, the oha.pel ha.d a.lso been 
suitably renovated in•ide a.nd out, new 
vestries ereoted, and a. oomplete system 
of drainage. with lavatory a.coommoda
tion (whic11 aid not exist before) ha.d 
been provideJ. This enforced under• 
ta.king hA.s cost :£200, which is a. heavy 
burden for this small church to bea.r, 
and while thanking friends who have 
already helped, the dea.oons would be 
very grateful for any further donations, 
whioh lovers of a free grace Gospel felt 
oon•tra.ined to give. "God loveth a. 
cheerful giver" (2 Cor. ix. 7, 8). 

Pastor R. E. Sear•, dilated upon Psa.. 
xci. 4, "He shall oover thee with His 
feathers, and under His wings aha.It 
thou trust: His truth she.II be thy 
shield and buckler," and the remarks 
ma.de were full or confidenoe. a.nd ea.used 
a.n inspiration of trust, faith, and hope, 
in the hearts of the people a.t Wa.ltha.m
stow in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pastor S. T. Belcher dwelt very suit
ably upon "Be ye stedfa.st in the truth," 
a.nd gave good sound counsel to a.dhero 
to the Gospel, and to ta.ke courage for 
the future pe.thwa.y. 

Mr. E. Roae, of Fulham, •poke a.coept
a.bly, "Not by might, nor by power, but 
by My Spirit, sa.ith the Lord of hostd" 
(Zech. iv. 6). 

The servioes were muoh enj·oyed, a.nd 
the collections were exoellen t. In 
•epara.ting, the friends felt tha.t a.II 
praise and honour must be rendered 
unto the King of kings. 

NEW CROSS (ZroN).-A very enjoy
able gathering we.a held on Dec. 6th, 
when Mr. W. J. Na.ah, hon. sec. of the 
Sunday-school, celebrated the jubilee of 
his conneotion with the school, by in
viting the officers and teachers (past 
and present), the elder Bibh,-cla.sses, a.nd 
a. few friends to a. social evening. About 
80 sat down to tea., and the number wa.s 
considerably augmented afterward~, 
when the pa.•tor, Mr. J. Bush, presided. 
After-prayer by dee.con Ja•. Martin, the 
cba.irme.n congratulated the host upou 
such a. gathering, a.nd the ooca.Bion of it. 
Fifty years we.• a. big slice in a. man's 
life, and to h .. ve been pe_rmitted to 
serve a.II tha.t time. we.a a. oa.use for 
much thankfulness: He spoke some 
words full of love a.nd wi•dom to the 
teachers on their mission, meeea.ge, 
Ma.ster, and material, urged the necessity 
for prepa.ra.tion for the work, and asked 
that " ba.nd oi twelve young men and 
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twelve young women might be formed, 
who ehould pledge themeelvee to bring 
at leaet one etranger with them when 
they came to the Houee of God I 
Having to leave early, the chair was 
taken by Mr. T. G. C. Armetrong 
euperintendent. Mr. Naeh gave a. brief 
eketcb of the riee and progreBB of the 
school, and three minute a.ddresaes were 
given by Brethren J. D. T'l.ylor (50years 
in the school), J. Downing, and A. Eaet 
(25 years each), F. Young (20 years a 
teacher), and Messre. T. Green, W. 
Howard, A. H. Riddle, Cha.a. and W. 
Taylor, and others, interepereed with 
the singing C'f 11.nnivereary pieces, eolos, 
'' The Better Land" by Mre. W. Howa.rd, 
and" The Beauteous Land" by Mr. W. 
Howa.rd, a.nd a. recit:!l.tion by Miss 
Riddle. Refresbmente were eerved 
during the evening, a.nd the party broke 
up a.bout 10.30. 

CARLTON, BEDS.-Recognition of 
Mr. John Kingston, Tuesday,Nov. 22nd .• 
though stormy a.nd cold, was aired-letter 
da.y a.t the above chapel, when services 
were held to welcome the new paetor. 
Our respected brother, E. Mitchell, of 
London, preached an appropriate Bermon 
in the afternoon from John i. 37, 38, to 
a. good a.nd appreciative congrega.tion. 
Tea wa.B provided in the Bchoolroom, to 
which a.bout 70 sa.t down. At the even
ing meeting Mr. Mitchell pre9ided. 
Mr. Roe,.2f Succoth, Rushden, read, and 
brother wright, a. dea.con from Welling
boro', offered prayer. The oha.irma.n 
then ga.ve good words, and spoke 
a.ffection:.tely concerning their pastor, 
whom he had known for many years, 
a.nd added some spiritual, wholesome, 
and loving advice, both to paetor and 
people. Addresees were then delivered 
by Brethren Underwood, Wren, Roe, 
and Croxford. The senior deacon, 
brother Noble, gave some reasonB which 
bad led to the choice of M.r. Kingston 
to the pastorate ; who concluded by 
making a few remarks, and thanking 
all present for the .heartiness of the 
welcome, and the good advice given by 
the brethren. The oolleotionB were 
eatisfactory. To our covenant God be 
all the praiee. 

CANNING TOWN (SHIRLEY· 
STREET). - On Tuesday, Dec. 6th, 11, 

public meeting waB held, preeided over 
by Mr. F. B. Applegate, who after the 
openinf:l" hymn, read and expounded the 
22nd chapter of NumberB. Pastor .E. 
White led us in prayer. The chairman 
in an earnest and able speech on the 
decadence of the study and belief in 
the Old Testament Scripture, exhorted 
his hearers to stand by and hold fast to 
the whole of the Bibie as the Divine 
revelation of God. Addresses were 
delivered by Brethren S. J. Taylor from 
Paa. lxviii. 24, ·• They have seen Thy 

iroings, 0 God, in the sanctuary." 
Pastor E. White ftom Matt. xxviii. 9, 
11 And they came and held Him by the 
feet, and worshipped Him." Pastor F. 
C. Holden from Prov. x, 22, 11 The bless• 
ing of the Lord." Mr. W. H. Aorabams 
from Isa. xxxii, 18, 11 In quiet resting 
places." We were much encouraged as 
11, church by this meeting, for although 
the weather wae very unpropitioua, not 
one of our speakerB was absent, and 
from the opening to the close of the 
Bervice we all felt that it wae good tr, 
be there. To our Sovereign Lord be all 
the praise.-J. W. 

ELTHAM.-The Supplementary Sale 
of Work in the Class-room at Balcaskie
roa.d Chapel, resulted in an addition of 
over £12 to the Building Fund. Will 
our friends plea.Be send help to supply 
the remaining £400 Btill needed to 
declare thiB Houee of Prayer free of 
debt, to our Treasurer, F. J. Catchpole, 
Eeq., 11, Jermingha.m-roa.d, New Oros~, 
S.E., or to Mr. E. G. Greenway, 17, 
Earlehall-roa.d, Eltham, S.E. 

HINTS TO CHRISTIANS. 
Too many profeeeors content themselves 
with only a part of truth and righteous
nesB. They appear tenacious for some 
thinge, but evidence a great inattention 
and carelessness 11,s to others. Truth is a 
perfect whole, and must not be divided. 
It is 11, chain of many links, nor can one 
of the many be spared as useless. The 
Holy Ghost has engaged to lead thP 
redeemed into all truth, therefore a.11 
truth is profitable; all the doctrines. 
promiBeB, precepts, and institutions of 
the Lord are to be revered a.nd retained 
by His servants.-John, Ste·ren.i. 

1. Cultiva.te 11, thankful remembrance 
of what great things God has done for 
you, and be thankful (Psa. c. -1. and 
cxxvi. 2; Col. iii. 15; 1 Thess. v. 18). 

2. Let your songs of praise be full of 
thanksgiving unto the Lord for His 
mercy, goodness, love a.nd grace. Do 
not too frequently sing dolefnl ditties 
about yourselves (Psa. xcv. 1 ; Ephes. 
v. 19, 20; Col. iii. 6). 

3. Remember your first love, and ask 
the blessed Spirit to renew the favour 
and zeal thereof daily within you (Rev. 
ii. 4 ; Psa. cvii. 4, 5). 

4. Learn to live by faith on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the promises of God, 
and not on your own frames and feel
ings (John vii. 47, 48; Gal. ii. 20; Heb. 
vi. 17, 18; Prov. iii. 5). 

5, Look to the example of your Lord 
as your pattern for imitation, wherein 
He would have you walk in His steps. 
Let the godly zeal and fervid devoted
ness of the saints of the Bible stimulate 
your spirit, and beware of imbibing the 
infection of the evil example of cold 
and dry or worldly minded professor~ o!' 
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re.Jigion around you (Psa, xvi. 8; Heb. 
xii. l. 2: 1 Peter ii.:?!, 22; l TheRB. v. 6). 

(i Let yonr views of truth embrace 
the whole counsel of God; a.void partial 
or distorted views of the Gospel of God's 
i!"ra.ce, and carefully shun the poison of 
false doctrine and erroneous teaching 
(Psa. oxix. 128; 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17; Psa. 
cxix. 80: Col. ii. S). 

7. Follow after holiness-in heart, in 
thoug-ht. in word, a.nd in deed (Psa.. xix, 
14; Heb. xii. 14; 1 Peter i. 14, 15). 

S. Pray earnestly a.nd watch oa.refully 
against sin of every kind, especially 
that by which you a.re most easily over
come (Psa.. cxxxix. 23, 24; Matt. xxvi. 
41; Heb. xii. 1). 

9. Have stated seasons for private 
orayer; do not neglect that important 
exercise so specifically enjoined by our 
dear Lord with such gracious assurance 
of abundant reward attending on its 
practice ( Matt. vi. 6 ; Ephes. vi. 18 ; Col. 
iv. 2: Psa,, Iv. 17; Dan. vii. 10). 

10. Highly value the Gospel ministry, 
attend thereon regularly and prayer
fully. a.nd cheerfully and liberally con
tribute to its support. As far as you 
can, a.nd i.ll efforts of a. Scriptural 
character that a.im a.t extending- the 
knowledge of the Lord, a.nd the Gospel 
of the :rrace of God ( 1 Thess. 't'. 12, 13 ; 
l Cor. ix. 14; Phil. iv. 8, 18). 

11. Value prayer-meetings, where 
Christ ha.s promised to be present. If 
you love Him, go a.nd meet Him there, 
11.nd unite in a.eking for His blessing 
(Matt. x:viii. 19. 20; Heb. x:. 25). 

12. Read the Word of God with prayer
ful meditation, every day (Pae.. i. 2 ; 
John v. 39; l Peter ii. 2). 

13. Converse with yonr fellow
ChriEtian• as much and a• often as you 
can on the things of God (1 Tbess. v. 11 ; 
Psa.. !xvi. 16; Me.I. iii. 16). 

14. If yon have a family or household 
let there be in your dwelling a morning 
a.nd evening sacrifice of prayer a.nd 
praise, with reading the Word, and try 
to make the service interesting and 
profitable (Deut. x:i_i; 12; Psa. cxviii.15; 
Acts x. 2; Ephes. vu. 6). 

15. Watch a.ga.inst coldness a.nd hard
ness of heart. Entreat the God of all 
grace to keep your consci~nce very 
tender (Heh. iii.12, 13; Paa. xix.12-14). 

16. Remember what God hasforbidd_en 
in the matter of dress a.nd conformity 
to the world, and fear to disobey His 
commandments respecting those things 
(Isa. iii. 16; 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10; 1 Pet. iii. 
3-5 • l John ii. 15, 16). 

11.' Let your conversation or speech 
be such a.s may minister gra.ce to the 
hee.rerl!, and avoid all foolish talking, 
impure' jesting, e.nd idle. expletives 
(Ephes. iv, 29, v. 4, and Col. 1v. 6; Matt. 
V. 37), 

18. Make God's commands and not 
yonr own feelings, your rule of duty 
(John. x:11, : (; Da.n. iii. 17, 18; James 
iv. 17). 

19. Choose your companions 1tnd 
frienrlR from o.mong-st those who fea.r 
God (PRa, cxix. 6:1 ; Prov. xiii. 20; 1 Cor. 
v. 11; 1 John v. 1). 

20. Do not, by li~tening to his sugges• 
tions give ple.oe to the devil. Resist 
him unhesitatinl!'IY and determinedly, 
e.nd he will flee from you. Cry daily tc 
God to be delivered from the evil one, 
and from all evil workers and evil 
works (Ephes. iv. 27, vi. ll ; James iv. 
7; Psa. xovii. 10). 

21. Try to do good to others, espeoie.lly 
to the household of faith (Heb. xiii. 16; 
Ge.I. vii. 10; l These. v. 15). 

22. Ee.rnestly seek the spiritual wel
fare of those a.round you ; prayerfully 
a.nd lovingly seek to be instrumental in 
the salvation of souls (Prov. xi. 30 ; 
Da.n. xii, 3 ; Rom. x:v. 2; l Thess. v, 11 ; 
Heb. iii. 13; Ja.mes v. 19, 20). 

23. Let the love of Christ be your oon, 
straining motive of obedience, a.nd care
fully gue.rd age.inst corrupt or low 
motives, mixing up with your religious 
activities. Serve your God cheerfully, 
and with your whole heart (2 Cor. v.14; 
Song i. 4; Psa.. x:xxii. 11, oxix. 69), 

24. Aim to be spiritually minded and 
to set your affection on things above. 
Let there he no idol in your bean to 
draw it away from God and His service 
(Rom. viii. 6 ; Col. iii.12; Prov. xiv. 14; 
Paa.. cxix. 2; Heb. iii. 12). 

25. Think often on the second coming 
of our Lord a.nd Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and expect that happy and glorious 
event with joyful anticipation, for so 
did the saints of old as is evident from 
many Scriptnres. R. H. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE January Number of the Quarterly 
Record is specially interesting, and will, 
it is hoped, be the means or enlisting 
new supporters, and of stimulating the 
interest of existing contributors. The 
portrait is that of the late Lady Luoy 
Smith, of Nottingham, who, with her 
husband, the late Henry Smith, Esq,, 
nobly helped the Society more than 
forty yea.re ago. Other illustrations and 
several articles make np 11, useful issue. 
Copies will be sent, post free, to any 
friends who will place them in the 
bands of those likely to help. 

• * 
* The work of the Society is now so 

diversified and widespread a.R to be in
creasingly interesting from every point 
ol view. A perusal and distributi1;1n 1;1f 
its literature would do muoh to aid rn 
its maintenance, for no graoe-hught 
heart can remain indifferent to the 
ministration described in its hooks and 
pamphlets. New Annual Subscribers 
and Collectors a.re greatly needed, and 
the Committee hope that the New Yea.r 
will witness a marked growth in their 
number. 
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The Autumn Se.le of Work e.nd Tee. 
h"'ve reoently been held in the Hall of 
the HornRey RiRe Asylum, with very 
R11otisfo.otory results. The Benevolem 
Fund for the help of sick and infirm 
inma.tes has received much benefit 
through this effort of th11 Lady Visitors, 
and the inmates enjoyed their meeting 
with ma.ny friends at the tea. The 
olaims upon this useful Fund are very 
heavy just now, and special gifts would 
be thankfully received. 

• • .. 
la the evening, Mr. W. Sinden, 

presohed to s large oong_regation in the 
Asylum Chapel, from Pss. lxx:viii. 72. 
It was sn excellent sermon, many 
testifying to the power and unction 
which rested upon the word spoken. 
The collection was for the Maintenance 
Fund of this beautiful home . . . 

* May the love of Christ constrain 
many to enable the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society to be s " Gains mine 
host" to help on their homeward way 
Old Honest, Standfast, Christians. and 
also Much Afraid and Little Faith, 
representing the 1,700 pensioners, who, 
in the stages of their feeblest condition, 
and, therefore, of their greatest need, 
so strongly appeal to all who are walk
ing in " the footsteps of the flock." 

---- ----------------

JOSEIPH MERSON, 
deacon of the Church at Newton Abbott, 
passed away on Nov. 14th, 1904, at the 
age of 75 years. His remains were 
interred in the Ting Burial Ground 
attached to the 81d Baptist Chapel in 
East-street. The service was conducted 
by Mr. Joseph Tarr, assisted by Mr. 
Geo. Leaman, Mr. Parr, Roehampton, 
and Mr. Larke, Torquay, who bore 
testimony to the Christian qualities of 
the deceased. On the Lord's-day follow
ing, Mr. G. Lesrneo preached appro
priate discourses from Rom. v. 21, sod 
I Cor. xv. 45.-J. B. 

MRS. M. A. LEWIS. 
It is with sorrow we have to record 

the death of our dear mother, which 
took place suddenly on Saturday, 
Augn•t 27th, at her boas: at Winch
more Hill, She was blessed in former 
years with s godly mother. It is the 
earnest ,desire of her friends that this 
brief memorial of her me.y be preserved 
for the glory of God's grace sod the 
good of others. Thtise are her own 
words left in writinl!' :-" Gower-street 
Chapel being closed, I went on Aug. 1st 
to hear Mr. Pell~ at 'Soho,' Oxford
street. He preached from Paa, lx, 4. I 
heard him very sweetly, sod longed for 
the time to hear him again. The SP-r
mon seemed all for me. I heard him 

several times after, and the Lord did so 
bless the Word to my soul that, after 
hearing him on September 17th from 
Pea. lxviii. ll. I had no power to leave 
the chapel unti I 1 had a po ken to him 
about joining the Church. The Lord 
ge.ve me a sweet answer to pr,.yer from 
these words, 'My grace is sufficient for 
thee,' and I was baptised by Mr. PellB 
on October 31st, 1858. Mr. Pelis' recog
nition service ws• held on Tue•day. 
November 9th. There were s great 
many ministers present, and also a 
great number of friends. Between four 
and five hundred took tea. It was s 
very delightful meeting, the chapel was 
entirely crowded. On December 19th 
Mr. Pelis preached a funeral sermon 
from 2 Cor. v. 1. I beard him so sweetly 
that I felt as though I, too, longed to 
depart. 

'My soul anticipates the day. 
Would stretch her wing.a and soar away., 

I also heard Mr. Pelle very sweetly upon 
Acts xxvi. 5 (last part). It was indeed 
s fee.et to my soul. I beard him most 
blessedly on many points, but still 
longed to have it made more manifest 
that I belonged to Christ. In the order 
of Divine Providence [ removed to 
Brixton in 1870. There seemed no place 
like 'Soho,' after beir>g a member there 
eleven years. I went tnen to hear Mr. 
Hall, of Clapham, and he seemed to 
impart just the food my soul longed for. 
I can truly eay_ I foond it good to br. 
there. I eat down to the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper, and found it indeerl 
to be s feast of fat thingB to my soul, 
such as I had n0t bad for a long time. 
After I had attended there about two 
years, I went to bear Mr. Cornwell at 
Brixton Tabernacle. He preached from 
Heb. ii. 11. I enjoyed his preachin!!' 
much. I did indeed obtain s blessing. 
so also did my dear bosband, who felt 
after hearing him so well, that be could 
not refrain from coming forward and 
testifying that he was on the Lord's 
side, my husband having been bap
tised in December, 1S71. I obtained my 
dismission from 'Soho,' and we, with 
nineteen others, were received into the 
Church at Brixtoo Tsberne.cle on Je.n. 
7th, 1872. This was indeed s happy day; 
I think it was the happiest day of my 
life." My mother was for some time a 
teacher in Rehoboth Sunday-school. 
Her life o.bounded with the evidence of 
true Christian faith, sod firm reliance 
sod trust in s covenant-keeping God. 
Nearly all Mr. Cornwall's texts and 
notes of his sermone are written down. 
After the death of my lamented father 
we were removed to Winchmore Hill, 
and myself having been baptised by 
Mr. Cornwell in 1887, I and my dear 
mother united with the Church hero, 
where we remllined until her death. 
Now she is greatly missed She was s 
good supporter of the Cause, the poor, 
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:lnd the Lord's ministers 11.s well. She 
w11.o in humble oircumsta.nces, hut the 
Lord hiid provided enough for her da.ily 
want• ; 11.nd she used to s11.y, whatever 
she g11.ve we.s a.lwe.ys m11.de up to her 
a.g11.in. One friend se.id to me." I loved 
your mother ; 8he wa.s a Christie.n ; she 
~11.ined love 11.nd esteem from all who 
knew her." Another said, "She was so 
oright and cheerful: she e.lwa.ys he.d & 
smile for you." Sh<! used to sa.y, 
"Religion never wa.s designed to m11.ke 
our plea.sures less." Three yee.rs a.go le.at 
May. n:;y mother was ta.ken with a bad 
f11.int. I cried unto the Lord to spare 
her a. little longer to us, and He heard 
me. Oh ! it was real rre;yer ; yet there 
was the trial afterwards. She was in 
bed five weeks. Patienoe and happiness, 
with quiet resignation. filled her mind. 
She was spa.red to get up again and see 
her youngest daughter baptised ; but she 
was never the same again, Leing very 
weak and feeble, and she lost the use of 
her hands, which she felt very much. 
She. however, sweetly realised the 
promise, '·As thy de.ye, so shall thy 
strength be." She conld not go out 
alone. She was always anxious to go 
to the house of God, in fear the time 
might come when she could not go at 
all. The last time she attended chapel 
was on Sunday morning, August 21st, 
1904. She joined in two lines of the 
hymn-

" His love in time past forbids me to think, 
He"ll leave me at last in trouble to sink." 

He end was sudden. She was in mode
rate health on the Wednesday, he.d a. 
great wish to go out. When out she 
said." Oh, it is so lovely l" 11.nd seemed 
to enjoy it. In 11, moment she was 
stricken with p11.ra.lysis. She he.d a.I we.ye 
hoped she should be no trouble to any
one at the last. She was wondrously 
sustained; her mind wa.s fixed upon 
heavenly things. There was not a. do_ubt 
in all her affliction; she left everythmg, 
only to wait her heavenly Father's will. 
On Friday she wish~ J!q, goo_d-bye, say
ing "I have no wish ·co bve; I am 
quite ready to go." In the evening 
she repeated the ~3rd Psalm. ~fter 
passing a rebtles, D11?ht, at her wish, a 
few verses were read to her; but her 
epeech being affected, it was difficult to 
understand all she sa.id-somet~ing 
about waiting. She s_oon p~sse~ mto 
unconsciousneas, and, hke gomg mto a 
eweet sleep, she peacefully passed 
away at five minutes to five on Satur
day, August 27th, 1904. 1'.hese .~ords 
ea.me with power to my mmd- Well 
with the Lord." She was buried at 
Southgate Cemetery •:m August 31st, 
Service was first held m the Chapel at 
Wincbmore Hill. conducted by pastor 
C. Cornwell. Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end_ be 
like here, so prays her sorrowmg 
daughter-M. A. LEWIS. 

CHARLES SMITH, 

who was for over thirty years a deaoon 
of the Church. formerly meeting in 
Camden High Sohoole, en~ered into rest 
on November 28th, 1904, 11.ged 84. Our 
beloved brother had for some time been 
ailing, hut the end oo.me Rom~who.t 
suddenly. On the preoeding Sunday he 
was somewhat better, but on the Mon· 
day signs of dissolution were 11,pparent, 
and he po.ssed swa.y soon e.fter 8 a..m. 
During his conneotion with the above
ne.med Church our brother manifested 
a bee.ntiful spirit, 11,n a.lfa.ble deme11.nour, 
and high-toned cba.raoter. To the ut
most of his ability he served the Cause, 
frequently entertaining the Rupplief, 
enjoying communion with godly men. 
When the Camden Ha.II was olosed, he, 
with others, united with the Churob. at 
Bassett-street, but, living in Holloway. 
he found the dista.noe too grea.t, a.nu 
eventually joined the Church under the 
pastoral ea.re of Mr. Sinden, under 
whose ministry be profited and whose 
friendship he enjoyed. His remains 
were interred in Finchley Cemetery on 
Saturday, December 3rd, by Mr. Sinden, 
his former fellow-dea.oon, Mr. C. J. 
Burrows, taking pa.rt. Being early in 
the day, few only could be present, but 
these met at the grave to show respect 
to one who was most highly esteemed. 
He is not lost, but gone before.-P-. 
HARROW. 

ODD NOTES. 

WE regret to lea.rn of the serious illness 
of Mr. Lawrence, who has been such a. 
good and staunch friend to Shalom 
Chapel, Ha.okney. 

The British a.~d Foreign Bible Society 
Society bas now received £200,000 
towards the quarter of a million guineas 
desired to complete its Centen11.ry Fund. 
This is a handsome snm, when the 
heavy taxation and bad condition of 
business generally is considered._ Many 
religious sooieties a.re now feehng the 
stress of these conditions, the London 
City Mission having to reduce its staff 
by a.bout thirteen meu. 

A su~ of £747 was' subscribed to 
purchase and maintain The 0of pel 
Magazine. Of this sum Messrs. Colhng
ridge received £200, so we gather ~he 
balance is for the purpose of meeting 
the loss in continuing the publication. 

Will O ea.eh re~der of THE EARTHEN 
VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD obtain 
a.t least one additional copy tki, 11wnth, 
and send to a friend not already a sub
scriber, and thus help to extend «;>ur 
circulation 7 Monthly Contents bills 
may be had post free on application to 
the publisher. 



®tho~s from the janqtua:r!l. 
"GOD SAITH." 

BY "PHILOTHEOS KAI PHILANTHROPOS." • 

(,Concluded from page 10.) 

"Unto the wicked God se.ith.'' . . .-Pse.. I. 16. 

UTE proceed to enquire what God says to the wicked in His Holy 
H Word. 

THERE IS GRACE FOR SINNERS, HOWEVER GREAT, 

Again and again has He told us that, solemn and awful as is His 
anger, there is, under certain circumstances, deliverance from the guilt 
and penalty of sin. This is the main subjec" of the Bible. Preachers 
should constantly dwell on it. Thus then, I would once more proclaim 
the great fact. Wicked men are in terrible clanger ; but there is a way 
of escape; A. great salvation has been provided. '' 0 consider this, ye 
that forget God." 

"I BELIEVE .. , IN THE FORGIVENE:i8 OF SINS." 

The Lord further says that this salvation is wholly through His 
mercy, and is effected by the full, free, perfect, irreversible and eternal 
forgiveness of sins. To grant pardons is the prerogative of the King
a right arising out of His exalted position, and with which no inferior 
person can interfere. So, in the highest sense, the right and power to 
pardon sinners belong to God. " There is for~iveness with Him, that 
He may be feared" (Psa. cxxx. 4), or regarded with loving- reverence. 
"He will pardon those whom He reserves" (Jer. l. 20). Wicked persons, 
in all ages, have received " the knowledge of salvation by the remission 
of their sins" (Luke i. 77). Manv who once offended Him, have been 
forgiven, and have lived and died ·in peace with Him. These could say, 
·' Bless the Lord, 0 my soul : and all that is within me, bless His Holy 
~ ame. Bless the Lord, Who forr!iveth all thine iniquities " (Psa. ciii. 
1, 2). Manasseh, King of. Judah, whose crimes were so terrible that 
we cannot recount them : Paul, once "the chief of sinners," and many 
others, are happy in heaven to-day. " Blessed is the man," however 
wicked he may have been, " whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin 
is covered" (Psa. xxxii. 1). God is infinitely great, but how glorious 
does He appear when forgiving His implacable enemies. "Who is a 
God like unto Thee, that passeth by the transgression of the remnant of 
His heritage ? He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He 
delighteth in mercy" (Micah vii. 18). Would that all who hear me 
might be led to consider this marvellous fact ! _ 

* The above is not presented e.s a model sermon, but as the best forwe.rded 
in response to the Editor's challenge in our last Volume, page 229. Thoughtful 
readers are entreated to read it as a whole; when they will, we are sure, be 
impressed with its ve.lue as an address to the. unconverted. 

VOL. LXI. FEBRUARY, 1905. D 
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"Grmtt God of wonders I All Thy ways are me.tchleas, Godlike, and Divine; 
But the fair glories of Thy grace more Godlike o.nd unrivo.lled shine. 

\Vho is a pe.rd'ning God like Thee-or who has grace so rich and free?" 

SALVATION GLORIFIES GOD. 

Further. "Unto the wicked God saith "that in forgiving sinners, 
He secures high glory to His own Name, and satisfies the sense of right 
in the hearts of all whom He pardons. 

Many motives might lead a human monarch to show mercy. The 
kindness of easy good nature; a desire for popularity ; a political reason 
which cannot be disclosed-might conduce to the signing of the warrant 
of release. But God cannot unsay Himself or revoke His threatenings. 
He must respect His law. If mercy is shown, it must not be at the 
expense of tnuh. Blazing in the awful light of His eternal throne, the 
indestructible words stand, "the soul t,hat sinneth it sh6.ll die." How 
then can wicked men be forgiven by the great Being who" changes 
not," and who assures us that" He will by no means clear the guilty" ? 
(Exod. xxxiv. 7). To this question the Lord replies by directing atten
tion to the Lord Jesus, " Whom He bath set forth 11 propitiation 
through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission 
of sins that are past, through the forbeuance of God (and) to declare 
at this time His rightPousness: that He might be just, and the justifier 
of him who believer.h in Jesus " ( Rom. iii. 25, 26). 

He here ''declares" two things. First, how He could have 
righteously forgiven transgressions, which were committed before ChrisL 
came in the flesh. He presents to our view His only-begotten Son. 
<lying for sinners on the Uross. He tells us that, because Jesus bad 
undertaken to make atonement for sins, those in question, "which were 
done aforetime," were passed over in His forbearing grace. "The Lamh 
slain from before the found1ttion of the wodd" (Rev. xiii. 8) was thus 
13:is warrant for these early acts of His sovereign mercy. The bleesed 
Cross at which He bids us look, manifested that He was righteous in 
forgiving the long train of favoured sinners, who, in the old time, had 
been pardoned and taken to heaven. 

God then ''declares" a second fact-His righteousness in justify
ing sinners in the present days. Our anxious hearts may ask how, how, 
HOW can God absolve us, and pronounce such sins as ours forgiven, and 
pnt away for ever. This is the Divine reply. He again presents Jeaus, 
the Sin-bearer, o::i the Cro~s as He appears in the light of the Gospel, and 
bids us read the longed-for answer there. 

Christ suffered and died as a "propitiation," or atoning sacrifice. 
"He bore our sins in His own body on the tree" (1 Pet. ii. 24). He 
shed His precious blood when enduring God's anger-and now, now, at 
this present moment, while our clocks are marking the flight of time, 
and tolling the knell of each departing hour, God can be, God i@, 
perfectly righteous in pronouncing every sinner justified and forgiven 
who trusts for mercy through the doing and dying, the sufferings and 
sacrifice the obedience and oblation of His dear Son. A Divine rescript 
Eecuring the free, absolute, and eternal pardon of all the sinners for 
whom Emmanuel died, was written in the blood of His heart, and 
is a judicial warrant for all the saving proceedings of God. 

GOD'S l<'AITHFUL SAYING (1 Tim. i, 15). 
Thus to the wicked "God saith" " It is a faithful saying, and 
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worthy of all acceptatio11 that Christ ,Jesus came into the world to save 
-sinners." It is" a saying," because it is a short and familiar expression, 
universally known. It ii" a .faithful saying," because it is absolutely 
true and reliable. It is "worthy of all acceptation," because it concerns 
and demands the careful attention of all." Are you a wicked person ? 
Have you forgotten God ? If so, will you not " consider " it, perhaps 
for the first time, solemnly and earnestly, as befits its high importance. 

"All ye the.t pe.ss by, to Jesus draw nigh, 
To you is it nothing the Saviour should die ? " 

The God who speaks to the wicked to-day is thus, as He assures 
.them, "a just God and a Saviour" (Isa. xiv. 21). "Just," for He 
never wronged one of His creatures-" just" to angels and men-to the 
evil and the good. He will be "just" in punishing sin as in pardoning 
offenders. None are summoned to the Court of our Monarch but those 
whose characters are irreproachable. None will be welcomed into God"s 
-eternal presence but those whose characters are immaculate-" Holy as 
the Holy One." All who will troop through the pearly gates into the 
New Jerusalem will bear His name and stand unabasbed in His 
•righteousness for ever. 

Again, " Unto the wicked God saith " that the salvation of sinners 
is the highest expression of His goodness. " He is good to all." Hi 3 

·gifts are impartially and nniversally bestowed. God is love, and in His 
love all men share. But He " so loved the world that He gave His only 
•begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish," as 
-but for Him they all would. "For His great love, wherewith He loved 
us,'' "He saved us by His grace" (Ephes. ii. 4, 8). 

This then is the old, old story, the good news or glad tidings which 
is called the Gospel, and which we delight to preach. Will you con
-sider it ? " Ecce Homo ! '' Behold the man, " Go, mark Him well ! " 

Think. His back is lacerated with many stripes. Vile men pluck 
His beard from His ,:heeks, and curse Him, though He answers not a 
word. On His brow is the crown of thorns. The blood rolls down His 
-sorrow-stricken face, mingling with His tears. Who is this ? It is 
-Christ Jesus, the God-Man. See, they lead Him to a hill ontside the 
-city. They strip Him i~no1Itiniou,ly ; they nail Him to the crude and 
cruel Cross. He is raised aloft between two thieves. Tb.ere He hangs 
in agony, throbbing in every nerve; His heart and head are nigh to 
bursting. He is faint from loss of blood, and hungry through lack of 
food. Burning with thirst, He cries, "I thirst." Umheltered from 
the sun's b.ot rays, naked before the gaping multitude, alive to their 
taunts and jeers, He suffers acutely with untold bodily anguish. Yet 
far more awful is the load of sin which His Father has laid on Him. 
Most terrible of all is the hiding of His Father's face, which wrin~·s 
from His heart the piercing cry,-·• My God, My God, why hast Th~u 
forsaken Me?" (Psa. xxii. 1). Bless His dear Name, He bore all this 
for sinners like you. He died, He rose again. 

"He ever lives to intercede before His Father's face, 
Give Him, my soul, thy ea.use to plee.d, nor doubt that F!l.ther's gre.ce." 

., WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT?" 

News so glorious, one would surmise, would receive universal and 
eager attention. Not so. After a sermon by Paul himself" some believed, 
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,md some believed not" (Acts xxviii. 2"1). So will it be while time 
lasts. A few that have hitherto forgotten God will consider these things, 
rtnd turn to Hirn. Many will remain thoughtless and wicked. 

To these God says, " Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish : 
for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise 
believe, though a me.n declare it unto you" (Acts xiii. ,H). A man 
has declared some solemn things unto you to-night, and he is tenderly 
anxious to know whether you will consider them seriously, or despise 
them and perish. 

TRUE BELIEF AND TRUE REPEN'l'ANCE. 

If you are led to consider them, you will become sorry for your sins, 
and repent of them in God's sight-in a different way, and for different 
reasons from those I before described. The repentance of moral amend
ment is one thing ; this is another. Jesus is exalted to bestow it. The 
Holy Spirit produces it in the heart. It reveals a condition which 
Christ only can set right-a need which He only can supply ; a 
danger which He only can avert. Its language is a low moan, sigh, or 
cry,'' Lord, save me or I perish." "God be merciful to me a sinner.'' 

·' Unto the wicked God saith " that "he that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper," but, " whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall find 
mercy " (Prov. xxviii. 13). This refers to the "repentance toward 
God" (Acts xx. 21), which is "not to be repented of" (2 Cor. vii. 
10). and not to the cruel and hopeless remorse '' which worketh death." 
It is, mark this, "TOWARD Gon." Naturally our thoughts revolve away 
from Him. By grace they turn towards Him. This repentance which, 
as we said, bas the Holy Spirit for its Author, is accompanied by 
faith. We sorrow over our sins, turn to the Cross, and wash in Jesus' 
blood. "All our righteousnesses are," we own, "as filthy rags," and 
we seek shelter in "The Lord our Righteousne~s." May God grant 
you grace thus to repent and to trust in the only Saviour. 

Whether you have led a good or a bad life, the score of your sins is 
very long ; and God's senteuce reads that, "The wages of sin is 
death." "The gift of God," however, is "eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

An officer in the Russian army, who owed a large sum of money. 
after making a list of his debts, appended the words:-" Who c_an pay 
all this?" Musing over his misery, he fell asleep. Meanwhile the 
Czar came in. He read the despairing enquiry, and, over his Imperial 
signature, wrote, " I can and will." 

The accumulation of your guilt may wring from your heart the 
desperate cry, " Who can pay all this ? " Listen, the Lord Jesus 
Dhrist will say to you : "It is finished," "Thy sins which are manr, 
are all forgiven thee," "Go in peace." Then your happy song will 
be:-

" I ran the score to lengths extreme, 
But all the debt was charged on Him." 

There is hope in God's Word for the blackest of sinners. God 
saith : '' Let the wicked forsake bis way and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord ~nd He will have merer, 
upon him, and unto our God for He will ab1;1ndantly pardon. 
"Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow, though 
they be red like crimson they shall be as wool." 
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Are you conscious of your need of Christ? Then to you He saith : 
"Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me, and him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." '' He is able to save 
unto the utterrnoet all that come unto God by Him." 

This recalls an incident in the ministry of Rowland Hill, whose 
chapel a poor degraded girl fuom the streets was once led to enter. His 
theme was the fulness and freeness of God's grace in receiving sinners, 
to extol which he exclaimed " that He takes oa with the devil's ' left
offs ! ' " The truth was blessed. She wept her way to .Jesus' feet, and 
found mercy.• 

Thus unto the wicked God still saith, " Look uato Me and be ye 
saved all the ends of the eanh, for I am God, and beside Me there is 
no Saviour I " 

THE VALUE OF THE DIVlNE SGRIPTuRES. 
BY EDWIN WHITE, ENoN CHAPEL, WooLwrcH. 
" Most wondrous book! bright candle of the Lord I 

Star of eternity I the only star 
By which the bark of man can navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 
Securely." -" The Course of Time," Robert Pollok. 

IN studying the Word of God, we do not come to sit in judgment 
upon the Book, but to hear reverently and believingly what God, 

the Author of the Book, has to say unto us. In the language of 
youthful Samuel we say, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth." If 
we would gain profit by the study of God's Word, we must ourselves 
be taught of the Holy Spirit. Our intellect, our heart, our conscience 
must be entirely submissive to His teaching. Then when we are 
willing scholars surrendering ourselves to Him, He will teach us all 
things, and bring all things to our remembrance which oar Lord hath 
spo.ken to us. 

1.-THE VALUE OF THE SCRIPTURES is based on "their 
Authority," though in their production they cover a period of many 
years, and were written by a number of men. We are assured they 
were all divinely inspired by the Holy Ghost, "For the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man ; but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." He inbreathed into them the 
thoughts and the words they were to write. There is a "Thus saith 
the Lord" stamped on every page of this Divine Book; Da,;rid, the sweet 
psalmist of Israel, wrote : The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and 
His Word was in my tongue (2 Sam. xxiii. 2). Our Lord, in His 
ministry, constantly quoted from the Scriptures as His authority in 
teaching, and although there was His Divine right seen in His speaking, 
'' I say unto you," He led His hearers to the Word. If His ~e~cbi~g 
seemed contrary to the Word, it was not so, He was only expla11110g its 
deeper .'.spiritual meaning which underlies the letter of the Word. 

• We have not met with this story in any memoir of Rowland Hill, but e.n 
almost similar one is told a.bout George Whitefield, which we give on another 
po.ge.-EDITOR. 
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"Tbink not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets, I am 
not come to destroy but to fulfil : for verily I Bay unto you, till heaven 
and enrth pa~s, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law 
ti!l all be fulfilled." Let us then with uuwavering faith accept every 
"ord of God without questioning; although translated into our mother 
tongue, we have a very accurate rendering of tbe original. 

2.-THEIR EFFICIENCY. There is a power in God's Word pos
sessed by no other book. It penetrates the deepest recesses of the heart. 
It convinces the conscience. It subdues the wayward will. It 
illuminates the darkened understanding; it produces such a change in a 
person that it makes the careless thoughful, the sinful repentant, the 
godless prayerfully suing for mercy at the footstool of God's throne ; 
it brings down pride, "The sword of the Spirit which is the Word of 
God," Elays righteous Eelf. It makes the sinner ashamed of himself and 
loathe bis sins. It opens his heart and makes a wu.y for the reception, 
of the Gospel of sovereign mercy and love. The Word opens his eyes 
to see a beauty and desirability in Christ. It leads him to the Cross 
and lifts bis burden of sin and woe. Turns his sorrow inLo joy ; wipes 
away his tears and speaks words of peace to his troubled heart. Assures 
him of his interest in the spotless victim who died for him on the tree ; 
the "\"ford fills him with hope and assurance of eternal glory. It has 
made him a new creature ; it upholds him in the life he now lives, for 
he li,es upon the Word of God. It strengthens in temptation, it 
supports him in trial, it is his weapon in conflict with every evil-the
smooth brook from whence he takes the stone to smite giant sins and 
lay them prostrate 1Jt his feet. 

3.-THEIR VARIETY. They contain history the most ancient from 
the creation; yea, thy inform us of God's eternal love and plan of 
redemption ere the world had its birth. They predict future event& 
until the Angel of God shall stand on ~ea and land, and declare that 
time shall be no longer. They tell of the most marvellous events this 
world has ever men, and they record the most minute transactions which 
would paEs unnoticed only by an omniscient gracious God. 

They give instruction for every path of life, a,nd advise us for each 
step we may take. No emergency can arise, however perplexing, but 
we shall find guidance given us in these sacred oracles how to act. Are 
we bowed down with sorrow ? Here are found the choicest words of 
comfort in all literature to cheer our rnddened spirits. They visit the 
home of bereavement and the open grave, and yield their sweet solace 
there. The poor irnd needy are not overlooked in their struggle ; ~ut 
heart-cheering promises are given to them. The lover of the beaut1fut 
may range through these sweet fields and pluck its fragrant flowers ; 
may climb its lofty mountains and there gaze out beyond the co~fines of 
this lowland earth. Is the heart glad and filled with ecstati~ JOY, and 
would it find a song of praise worthy to sing to the Most High God? 
Here, in this sacred Book, is f,mnd the grandest poetry ever penn_ed. 
Does the human soul long to speak in prayer and fail to find ~h~ fittm_g 
language? Here are prayers, sublime in their utterance, pathetic m tbeir 
pleading, humbling in their confessions of sin and weakness, earnest 
in their entreaty for help and pardoning grace. Would we speak to 
our fellow men on the important theme of their soul's salvation, and are 
we slow of speech and lacking in words to clothe our thought. Here 
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shall we find the m'Jst impre3sive oratory that ever fell from human lips 
to teach u~ how to address men concerning sin and salvalton, in language, 
s•mn, faithful, earnest and instrucuive to their souls. When we reach 
toe end of life's journey, and the shadows of evening are lengthenino
and earth's light grows dim upon our pcith, this sacred volume wi~ 
prove a lamp of undimmed brilliancy to light ns through the dark 
valley to worlds beyond. From infancy to manhood and down to old 
age, it is adaptP,d to every stage of our journey, and has a message suited 
w every need. 

(To be continued.) 

SUSPENDED JUDGMEXT. 
A WORD ON THE WELSH REVIVAL. 

"He tha.t a.nswereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto 
him."-Prov. xviii. 13. 

,; He who a. ha.sty answer gives ere information he receives, 
Is most a.ssuredly to bla.me, 'tis wilful folly, lasting shame." 

"The Book of Proverbs Versified," by JOSIAH BBISCOE. 

RECENT tidings of this remarkable movement present few, if any, 
new features. Its area has widened, but its character remains 

much the same. Numerous conversiom continue to be chronicled ; and 
where its influence extends, moral reformation and social improvement 
are universallv observable. 

Newspaper correspondents have found accounts of it ooth acceptablP
to the public and remunerative to themselves, and their glowing para
graphs are the main source of our information. This is to be deplored, 
as none but spiritually-minded persons are competent to come to a 
trustworthy opinion on the question. 

Nor can we place much reliance on the· enthusiastic testimony of 
those ministers who have embraced the opportunity of connecting what 
may prove a great historic movement with their own names. 

We are, however, as far from attaching importance to the cri.ticism 
of some who persistently condemn the doings of all that do not pro
nounce "shibboletb." as they do, and would decry the movement, as a 
whole, because their favourite phraseology is not currro.tly employed 
and their methods are not adopt~d. There is a sin against the Holy 
Ghost into which such are in danger of falling, by speaking unkindly 
of those on whom "the Spirit of glory and of God" may, without their 
perceiving it, "rest." '' On your part," writes Peter, " He is glorified ; 
on their part He is spoken against," or literally, "blasphemed" (1 Pet. 
ix. 14). From such an offence against God, we earnestly pray to be 
preserved. 

Nevertheless, it is to be greatly desired that some well taught and 
experimental Christians of our own" faith and order," clear-headed and 
warm-hearted, who know the language and the moral pulse of the people, 
would favour our readers with their judgment-as in God's sight. 

The operations of the Holy Ghost often differ from our ideas aud 
forecasts. He is the " Free Spirit" (Psa. Ii. 12), and imparts" to evtry 
man severally as He will." Precedents afford but partial guides to a 
correct estimate of His present proceedings. Certain great principles 
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are, however, observable whenever His gracious po1ver is put forth in 
the salvation of the elect ; and for the workings of these, evirlence 
should at the present time be sought, as without these spiritual features, 
the movement will lack imporcant demonstration of its Divine origin. 
We may mention :-

A sense ~f sin: which is very different from regret for folly or re
morse for crime. God's anger is as real as His love. The Law is as 
truly a disclos11re of His thoughts as the Gospel. An evangelist who 
presents Him e...:clusively as a Being of love, overlooks the fact that 
" the wrath of God has been revealed from heaven against all ungo~ 
liness and unrighteousness of men" (Rom. i. 18), and leaves the 
consciences of his hearers nninstructed in most important matters. Sin, 
as e,il in God's sight. will be preoented and deplored wherever the Lord 
is present to quicken and heal. 

Afuch searching of the Bible, a loyal and proropt acceptance of all 
its teachings ; and deference and adherence to its commands, are of para
mount evidential importance. A Revival in which the enunciation of 
the truth is not prominent lacks a chief credential. Quickened hearts 
are questioning hearts, and demand satisfactory information, obtainable 
from one source only. The singing of sentimental hymns alone gives 
no guidance for the forth-putting of heaven-born powers of renewed 
souls. 

A personal drawing ta the personal Saviour, to whom all the 
operations of the Holy Spirit tend. Every movement inspirtid by Him 
is in a Christ-ward direction. 

Submission to the Supremacy and !Jovereignty of God-the two 
Divine facts so hateful to the unrenewed mind. 

'l'he salvation of individual souls proceeding in accordance with 
God's well-known order of things. We admit that His methods are not 
invariable, and that true conversions may differ in many particulars. 
Yet as low tide precedes high tide, and d11rkness goes before dawn ; as 
babes cry before they can speak, and crawl before they walk, so in 
flpiritual things, God's little ones tremble before they trust, and sorrow 
before they are solaced. Fear precedes faith. All must meditate terror 
( [sa. xxxiii. 18) ere they receive an assurance of pardon. God's days 
invariably begin with nights. " He killeth and maketh alive." Much 
as the experience of His work in the soul may vary in different persons, 
iu the nature of things this Divine sequence must, to some extent, be 
manifest. 

Have any who have nndertaken to help those at a distance to a just 
appreciation of what is transpiring, formed their own opinion in accord
ance with these principles, which all will admit, accord with the 
B. andard of eternal truth ? 

Yet the judgrnent of Charity is imperatively called for. Phraseology 
may he faulty where essential truth sways the mind. Arrninianism, 
alai:, is Hll but uni~ersal in Great Britain, and its odious cant pervades 
c11rreot religious speech. No man should therefore be made "an 
offender for a word" unthinkingly employed, without due heed to what 
it expresses and involves. Such expressions as "the Spirit striving 
with man," "a sinner'e giving his heart to God," "Jesus wanting to 
save all here," "you may desire salvation when it is too late to obtain 
ii.'' or, " Uhrist di~d to give all men a chance," are to us abominable 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

lies, yet we have heard them from the lips of men whose souls we felt 
were alive to God and who really meant well, faulty as their utterances 
were."" 

Finally, may the Lord reveal His own heut to all who love Rim as 
to His own mind in regard to this unprecedented movement. "In His 
light" only can " we see light" (Psa. xxxvi. 9). For this let us pray 
till the Lord shall send another Barnabas to Wales ; and oh, that he 
too may "see t,he grace of God," and that it is trne that much people 
are being "added unto the Lord" (Acts xi. 22, 24). 

CHRIST AND SATAN'S CASTAWAYS. 
" Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 

God by Him."-Heb. vii. 25. 

SOM (!j fashionable ladies were induced by the Countess of Huntingdon 
to hear George Whitefield, who was at this time her guest. On 

the morrow they, however, complained that he was "a most unaccount
able preacher," for he had declared "that J~sus Christ welcomed sinners 
so freely that He was willing to receive Satan's castaways." 

When charged with this, the gre'l.t preacher pleaded guilty, but 
added, " Whether what I did was right or otherwise, your Ladyship 
must judge. About an hour ago, !l. poor, aged, miserable-looking woman 
gave a modest rap at your door, and requested an interview with me. 
I consented, when she said, 'Sir, I heard you assert last evening that 
Jesus was willing to receive the devil's castaways. Now, sir, I have 
been on the town for many years, and am so worn out in his service 
that I may with truth be styled one of these. Do you think, sir, that 
He would receive me ? ' " 

"I," continued he, " assured her that there was no doubt of it, were 
she but willin,q to come to Him." 

The sequel showed that this was the ca~e. The poor creature's sound 
conversion followed, and her Ladyship was assured, on reliable authority, 
that when she, some time aft~r, died, she left a charming testimony 
behind her that "though her sins had been as scarlet,'' the atoning 
blood of Christ had washed them "as white as snow."-Lije and Times 
of Selina, Countess of Huntingdon (1707-1791), Vol. I., p. 104. 

REAL CHRISTIAN FRIENDs.-How rare these are! Sometimes they 
may try us much; but still the union, when once formed by the Holy 
Spirit, remains. Love is called the "bond of perfectness ; " but 0, 
what a lack of this love and sincerity there is in our day ! Those are 
now, for the most part, esteemed the best friends who use the most 
flattering words, are the most pliable, and can say "a confederacy" to 
shun the cross.-Memoir of Eli Ashdown, p. 263. 

* Of this oharaoter is a Aermon by "Evan Roberts, Leader of the Welsh 
Revival," delivered on Friday, Dec. 16th, 1904, and reported in The Christian 
World Pulpit, for Dec. 21st. In it he states that the Holy Spirit" presses hard 
on the door of our heart, bu~ He cannot get in. It is open to everybody e1se, 
but not to Christ." Yet other sentences seem to indioa.te his experimental 
knowledge of fellowship with the blessed Spirit. 

E 
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HEAVENLY PEARLS IN HOMELY SETTINGS. 
No. I .-The Divine Defence. 

BY THOMAS JONES, WANDSWOR'l'H. 
(A1ithor of" The Crowning Rope.") 

•' Hast Thou not me.de an hedge e.bout him? " - Job i. 10. 

" Around a saint who fee.red His name, 
With whom the devil strove, 

Jehovah fixed a wall of flame, 
And hedged him up with love. 

Like him, our refuge is the sam6, 
In safety we abide, 

With walls of everle.sting flame 
Hedged round on every side."-KENT. 

THIS, with God's permission, is to be one of a short series of 
colloquial papera on themes of interest to all God's children. 

Our text is taken from the Book of Job, on which Professor 
Momeric, in his "Defects of Modern Christianity," hazards the assertion 
that "it is one of the least read books of the Bible." This from his 
stardpoint, may be true; but it is not so from ours. With th~ majority 
of the tried Christians whom we have known, it has been not only a 
favourite portion of the Inspired Volume, but a bosom companion. 

It is certainly unique-unequalled among its peers. "A noble 
Book," writes the sage of Chelsea, "all men's Book-apart from all 
theories about it-one of the grandest things ever written with pen. 
One feels, indeed, as if it were not Hebrew ; such a noble universality, 
different from noble patriotism or sectarianism, reigns in it. It is our 
first, oldest statement of the never-ending problem-man's destiny, and 
God's ways with him here in this earth-and all in such free, flowing 
outlines, grand in its sincerity, in its simplicity, in its epic melody and 
repose of reconcilement. There is the seeing eye, the mildly under
standing heart, so true every way: true eyesight and vision for all 
things, material things no less than spiritual. . . Such living 
likenessi;s were never since drawn: sublime sorrow; sublime reconcilia
tion; oldest choral melody as of the heart of mankind,-so soft and 
"reat; as the summer midnight, as the world with its seas and stars ! " 
(" On Heroe,;." Thomas Carlyle. People's Edition, page 45). 

Its subject-matter has given rise to a di,ersity of opinions. Some 
think that it is historical in the strictest sense ; others view it as purely 
a work of imagination. Orthodox writers, however, regard it as literally 
true, divinely inspired, and containing the veritable history of the life, 
trials, and experience of the man of U z. By this view we ourselves take 
our stand. An observation upon its purpose may be timely. Its chief 
object appears t::> have been to refute an error, common in Job's day, 
that affliction was invariably retributive, and also to enforce the truth 
that good men are by no means exempt from affliction. Yet a third 
purpose probably was to silence the cynical mistrust which is so common 
to the human heart. It shows how a good man can suffer, yet bless God; 
may lose all, yet not abandon hope; can be the subject of mysterious 
dealings, yet retain faith in his Maker. 

But to the question immediately suggested by our verse-THE 
SECURITY OF THE RIGHTEOUS. "Hast Thou not made an hedge about 
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him ? " This was the question of Satan, who, though he uttered truth, 
did so with a malignant design. It was to insinuate that the patriarch's 
religion was wholly mercenary. 'fhe "craft and subtlety" of the inter
rogation are, however, not our present theme, but tb.e fact that God bad 
made an hedge about His dear servant, and that He still does the same 
for all believers. 

''An hedge about him." The learned have been busy in propounding 
other readings of the verse, or sug~esting various facts on which the 
figure may be founded ; • but the simple3t idea advanced really meets all 
requirements. It is that the object which was in the writer's mind was 
one of the hedges common in the East, where they ordinarily consist of 
thorny bushes, the sharp prickles of which render them practically 
impassable by man and beast. They therefore prove effectual defences 
against all intruders. 

John Gadsby informs us in his" Wanderings" that his boatman, 
when towing his boat, would occasionally come to hedges of thorns, 
planted by farmers to prevent their crops from being trodden down, in 
which case he had invariably to turn off tC> the water's brink, as it was 
impossible to pass through them (Vol. II., p. 59). This familiar object, 
tben, well illustrates the safety of the saints. 

This arises from the fact that they are enclosed. We are environed 
by God. The covenant Angel, the Lord Jesus at the head of all the 
bands of heaveo, surrounds with His army all that fear Him (Psalm 
xxxiv. 7). We are guarded by His power. His providence superintends 
the natural life: Di vine gr,i,ce makes a hedge about the spiritual life ; so 
that " when the enemy comes in like a flood, a standard is uplifted 
against him." 

"Thus far, but no farther, shalt thou come," is God's sufficient 
word. He put a hedge about Job, and all that Satan could do was to 
afflict him; his life he could not touch. "Spare his life." Thus the 
power of the adversary w,1s limited ; the hedge was too high to climb 
over, to low to get under, and too dense to be forced out of the way. 
Thus, as an old writer quaintly observes, "Satan might wa'.k round this 
hedge, or peep through it ; or stand ou tip-toe to look over it, 'with 
mingled cruelty and rage ; ' or revile those that were secure within its 
enclosure, as Rab-shakeh stood • by the conduit of the upper pool ' and 
'cried with a loud voice' to make Hezekiah and his people afraid 
(2 Kings xviii. 28) ; but he cannot pass through what grace has inter
posed. 'Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks ' (Isaiah 
xxvi. l)." 

To this may be added the fact that, as believers, we are now 

* Thus Dr. Good-quoted by Be.mes-considers the figure to be derived 
from the science of engineering, e.nd renders it, "He.st Thou not raised a 
palisado (or e. fence of pointed pe.les or ste.kes) about him?" 

Another suggests : " Hast Thou not fortified him with a ram pa.rt?" 
Another : " He.st Thou not protected him with Thy he.nd ? " which 

suggests me.ny passages in which God's he.nd is referred to, and would give the 
key-note to the song-

" I midst ten thouse.nd dangers stand, 
Supported by His guardian hand." 

A fourth divine would re1.1d : "Hast Thou not encircled him?" 
The Revised Version, it may be observed, makes no amendment.-AUTHoR·s 

NOTE. 
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guarded by our Lord's prayer, which may be said to encircle us-" I 
prRy for them." One of the things for which He prayed was that His 
people mighL be kept ".from the Evil One" (John xvii. 16, R.V.). 

A personal influence and power accompanies all our Lord's prayers, 
especially in the one on Peter's behalf : " I have prayed for thee." 
Here the arch-enemy is introduced and his intention is stated "to sift 
thee as wheat." I have already seen thy danger, fully recognised thy 
weakness, and so have determined that thy faith shall withstand the 
temptation of the enemy. If we but realise this blessed fact, it will greatly 
encourage and strengthen us in our daily conflicts, cares and trials. What 
security and confidence these truths afford, well warranting the long
loved song-

" More he.ppy but not more secure, 
The glorified spirits in hee.ven." 

We close by enumerating two of the great links in the Divine chain: 
"No condemnation-no separation" (Rom. viii. 1 and 39). In the 
light of these inspired words we may exultingly challenge the world, the 
powers of darknese, and all their united fot·ces to battle. The victory 
must be ours ; "For greater is He that is for us" than the combined 
•· armies of the aliens." 

" Then will I se.y, 'My God, Thy power 
She.11 be my fortress e.nd my tower : 
I the.t e.m formed of feeble dust, 
Me.ke Thine e.lmighty e.rm my trust.'" 

THE REVIVAL IN THE WEST. 
BY "ONE WHO HAS SEEN AND lIEARD." 

lt ANY of our readers in East Anglia will remember our beloved 
JU colleague, Rev. W. T. Henderson (now in his 80th year), who was 
associated with us in 1890, 1897 and 1898, when visiting so many of our 
Churches in Suffolk and elsewhere as a Drputation from "The 
Particular Baptist Fund " of London. The EJavour of his gracious 
words abides in not a few hearts, and all who know him value him as a 
reliable and most kindly friend. 

The following, from his pen, embodies the substance of a com
munication from one of his grandsons, an undergraduate of Oxford 
University, who-though not connected with our own section of the 
Baptist Denomination-is a living, earnest, and intelligent Christian ; 
whose testimony on this matter will, we are sure, interest our spiritually
minded readers.-EDIT0B. 

"The Revival in South Wales last mpntb excited so much attention 
in Cardiff (at which I was staying) that I determined to see and hear 
for myself what was going on. I therefore, having time at my disposal, 
proceeded to M--, a small town in the Rhondda Valley, and in the 
heart of this remarkable movement. That night there was a meeting 
in the large Baptist Chapel, which was quite full. 

" What at first struck me was the obvious absence of all previous 
arrangement, method, and form. Evan Roberts, it is true, occupied 
tlie platform, though he delivered no exciting address, but simply now 
and then repeated appropriate texts of Scripture, or replied to questions 
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or appeals. There is nothing striking in his appearance or manner, and 
he and some other ministers who were present seemed controlled and 

DOMINATED BY AN INVIHIBLE POWER. 

" Of this I myself was also strangely conscious, which is the more 
wonderful as the entire proceedings-hymns inc:uded-wPre in the 
Welsh language, with whicb I am wholly unacquainted. No one spoke 
to me; nor did I to anyone. What I experienced I can neither explain 
to others nor even to myself. Never before did I so realise the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit, and His direct influence upon my soul. 

A REVOLUTIONISED LIFE. 

" I loved and was humbly desirous to serve the Saviour before this, 
but a new-born purpose took hold of my heart, that, whatever my 
future course might be, I would tell others the way of salvation. 

WHAT WAS WITNESSED, 

"Some features, ordinarily associated with meetings of this character, 
were lacking. No seats were, for instance, reserved for persons who 
might be constrained to declare themselves penitent or who desired the 
-counsel or prayers of others. There was excitement, and aG,·times some 
little confusion. Several persons, some apparently well to do, with 
otheri! evidently very poor-both old and young-from time to time, 
ro8e and exclaimed that they renounced their evil doings and besought 
mercy through Jesus Christ. This, at least, I gathered to be their 
meaning from their tears and from the constant reoetition of the same 
phrases. These cries, whether loud or low-vociferous or soft and 
tremulous, with the prayers and hymns, seemed prompted by the strange 
indescribable power to which I have referred-and again and again, 
though I did not understand a word, I myself could hardly refrain frorn 
-calling out in full sympathy. 

" The meeting did not close till a late hour, and the appearance of 
the streets afterwards was most remarkable ; the whole place seemed to 
be under a sort of spell. Kindly farewells were uttered in hashed and 
.gentle tones ; and, here and there, the sound of a long-loved hymn was 
borne on the midnight air as grateful worshippers wended their home-
ward way." Transcribed and abridged by W. T. H. 

CRITICISM HEEDED. 

WHEN our late brother, W. Knibb Squirrell, commenced preaching, 
the deficiencies of his early education were conspicuous, and it 

was long ere he could master his aspirates. This was observed by 
Deacon Shadrach, the principal (mis) manager of a chapel in which be 
frequently officiated. Anxious to obtain information about'' a comin~
up minister" (as C. W. Banks would have styled him), I asked this 
worthy personage's opinion. ,. . 
. "W ~ll," was the reply, "he is a hearnest young man, ~ut _1s ha1tches 
1s horful. We all wish he would try to be more akkerate m his pronoun
ciation.". 

The -criticism, though oddly expressed, was not uncalled for, and 
when it reached our brother throu_qh another channel, he resolved on 
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rnlf-improvement. He sought and obtained help from the "Pal!tors' 
Collt-ge," though neve!' an enrolled student. When practicable, he 
attended the ministry of men of culture and taste. He "chewed and 
digested "-to quote Lord Bacon-thoughtful and suggestive books, and 
worked hard to become an efficitnt public speaker. The record of his 
holy and God-honoured pastorate at W oolwich manifests that "his 
profiting appeared unto all." 

Perhaps it had been better had he laboured there 
"Until the evening bell 

Called the tired worker home to his repose." 

Certainly his career seems to us one of " Life's broken melodies ; " 
yet God makes no mistakes. "A Christian is immortal till his vrork is 
done." 

DAVID AND ABSALOM. 
BY N. PARKER WILLIS.* 

(Reprinted by Reg_uest.) 

"Would God I had died for thee."-2 Se.m. xviii. 33, 

THE waters slept. Night's silvery veil hung low 
On Jordan's bosom, and the eddies curl'd 
Their glassy rings beneath it, like the still, 
Unbroken beating of the sleeper's pulse. 
The reeds bent down the stream ; the willow leaves, 
With a soft cheek upon the lulling tide, 
Forgot the lifting winds ; and the long stems, 
Whose flowers the water, like a gentle nurse, 
Bears on its bosom, quietly gave way, 
And lean'd, in graceful attitudes, to rest. 
How strikingly the course of nature tell~, 
By its light heed of human suffering, 
That it was fashion'd for a happier world ! 

King David's limbs were weary. He had fled 
From far J eruRalem ; and now he stood. 
Witt! bis faint people, for a little rest 
Upon tbe shore of Jordan. The light wind 
Of morn was stirring, and he bared his brow 
To its refreshing breath ; for he had worn 
The mourner's covering, and he had not felt 
That he could see his people until now. 
They gathered round him on the fresh green bank, 
And spoke their kindly words ; and, as the sun 
Rose up in heaven, he knelt among them there, 
And bow'd his head upon his hands to pray. 

* American poet, essayist, and journalist (1806-1867). His "Pencillin&s 
by the Way" and "Poems on Scriptural Incidents" are ~he best known ~£ bis 
works. We shall be happy, from time to time, to furnis~ our rea~ers,w1th 
production8 like the above, which, though long-loved favourites, are d1fficul~ to 
obtain. The above is extracted from the English edition of "The Poetical 
Works of N. P. Willis" (London: Routledge & Co., 1850). 
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Oh I when the heart is full-when bitter thoughti; 
Come crowding thickly up for utterance, 
And the poor common words of conrtesy 
Are such an empty mockery-how much 
The bursting heart may pour itself in prayer ! 
He pray'd for Israel-and his voice went up 
Strongly and fervently. He pray'd for those 
Whose love had been nis shield-and his deep tones 
Grew tremulous. But, oh I for Absalom-
For his estranged, misguided Absa](j[Il-
The proud, bright being, who had burst away 
In all his princely beauty, to defy 
The hear.; that cherish'd him-for him be pour'd, 
In agony that would not be controll'd, 
Strong supplication, and forgave him there, 
Before his God, for his deep sinfulness. 

The pall was settled. He who slept beneath 
Was straighten'd for the grave; and, as the folds 
Sank to the still proportions, they betray'd 
The matchless symmetry of Absalom. 
His hair was yet unshorn, and silken curls 
Were floating round the tassels as they sway'd 
To the admitted air, as glossy nuw 
A.s when, in hours of gentle dalliance, bathing 
The snowy fingers of Judea's daughters. 
His helm was at his feet ; his banner, soil'd 
With trailing through Jerusalem, was laid, 
Reversed, beside him; and the jewell'd hilt, 
Whose diamonds lit the passage of his blade, 
Rested, like mockery, on his cover'd brow. 
The soldiers of the king trod tou and fro, 
Clad in the garb of battle ; and their chief, 
The mighty Joab, stood beside the bier, 
And gazed upon the dark pall steadfastly, 
As if he fear'd the slumberer might stir. 
A slow step startled him. He grasp'd his blade 
As if a trumpet rang ; but the bent for:n 
Of David enter'd, and he gave command, 
In a low tone, to his few followers, 
And left him with his dead. The king stood still 
Till the last echo died ; then, throwing off 
The sackcloth from his brow, and layiug back 
The pall from the still fef\tures of his child, 
He bow'd his head upon him, and broke forth 
In the resistless eloquence of woe : 

" Alas ! my noble boy I that thou shouldst die ! 
Thou, who wert made so beautifully fair! 

That death should settle in thy glorious eye, 
A.nd leave his stillness in this clustering hair I 

R:ow could he mark thee for the silent tomb ! 
My proud boy, Absalom ! 

51 
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"Cold is thy brow, my son ! and I am chill, 
As to my bosom I have tried to press thee I 

How was I wont to feel my pulses thrill, 
Like 11. rich harp-string, yearning to caress thee, 

And hear thy sweet 'My father! ' from these dumb 
And cold lips, Absalom ! 

" But death is on thee. I shall hear the gush 
Of music, and the voices of the young ; 

And life will pass me in the mantling blush, 
And the dark tresses to the soft winds flung ; 

But thou no more, with thy sweet voice, shalt come 
To meet me, Absalom I 

" And oh ! when I am stricken, and my heart, 
Like a bruised reed, is waiting to be broken 

How will its love for thee, as I depart, ' 
~earn for thine ear to drink its last deep token! 

It were so sweet, amid death's gathering gloor;:, 
To see thee, Absalom ! 

" And now, farewell ! 'Tis hard t.o give thee up, 
With death so like a gentle slumber on thee;

A.nd thy dark sin !-Oh! I could drink the cup, 
If from this woe its bitterness had won thee. 

May God have call'd thee, like a wanderer, home, 
My lost boy, Ab:,alom ! " 

He cover'd up his face, e.nd bow'd himself 
A moment on his child; then, giving him 
.A. look of melting tenderness, he clasp'd 
His hands convulsively, as though in prayer; 
And, as if strength were given him of God, 
He rose up calmly, and composed the pall 
Firmly and decently-and left him there
As if his rest had been a b,·e,thing sleep. 

GOD'S DISCIPLINE-A FABLE. 

IT was proposed to some wheat, as it waved in the autumn breeze, that 
it should be made into a loaf for the King's table. It replied that it 

would be highly pleased to be thus presented to the Monarch in his 
royal palace ; and it swelled with pride at the thought of so high an 
honour. Then came the reaper, and the wheat received a stroke at its 
roots and was laid prostrate. "Alas ! " it cried, "is this going to the 
King?" But there it lay, drying in the scorching sun, till it was drawn 
to the threshing-floor, where it was beaten without mercy. After this, 
it was winnowed, and then tied up in darkness and carried to the mill. 
" Is not this almost over ? " cried I he poor wheat ; but no, it was 
poured into the bopper and ground to powder. Then it was pressed and 
packed. Nor was even this all. It had to be mixed with water, worked 
and kneaded, and subjected to various other change~, and finally to the 
process of cutting and shaping into loaves. " Ah I may I not rest 
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now?" sighed the poor wheat. "Yes, now you may," exclaims the 
baker, and forthwith thrusts the loaves into a heated oven. When 
baked-and not till then-it was fit for the King's table. 

MORAL : If God intends to honour you by allowing you to honour 
Him, He will lay you low, flail, winnow and grind you; He will knead 
and fashion you and pass you through the fire. Then you will discover 
what it is needful to do with pride.-The Gospel of the Tabernade, by 
R. E. Sears, p. 127. 

HAPPINESS. 

Do you seek happiness? Yes, it is so, 
Yet to the world for your pleasures you go; 
But you will find that again and again 
Satan deceives you ; your search is in vain. 

Do you want riches, or honour and fame, 
Are you Clesirous to have a great name? 
Should you obtain these and much more beside, 
E'en then you would not be quite satisfied. 

Do you seek happiness? Listen to this-
Only my Saviour can give perfect bliss. 
He giveth joys that you cannot conceive 
Till by His grace you are brought to believe. 

Sin is the cause of all misery here, 
Sin makes earth dark, and causes all fear, 
But through the Lamb Who expired on the tree, 
Sinners are pardoned, made happy and free. 

Do you seek happiness ? Ah, then, I know 
Find it you will if to Jesus you go ; 
He giveth pleasures unfading and pure, 
That grow brighter and brighter, and ever endure. 

HETTIE. 

THE UNITY OF THE TRUTH.-" The Bible is one harmonious whole. 
Men may contradict themselves in trying to explain its holy mysteries; 
but could we read our Bibles now as we shall in the light of heaven, we 
should see every part in unity and harmony, forming one glorious 
,,emple of trnth."-lt. E. SEARS. 

" CHARITY ... IS KIND" (1 Cor. xiii. 4).-We need grace to keep 
us in the world, but much more in the Church. How easy to be 
influenced by a wrong spirit I What a mercy the Lor.:l has promised to 
keep the feet. of His saints ! Let everything in the church be done 
with prayer and thanksgiving.-Memoir of Eti Ashdown, p. 242. 

HALF A GRAIN OF FAITH.-February 23rd, 1898. Having to preach 
.at Camberwell, at the Chapel of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend .-\sylum, 
"after much death and bondage," I knew not " what to preach from." 
But" I read the word with hatf a grain of faith, and had a good time." 
-Memoir of Eli Ashdown, p. 225. 

AN EVERY-DAY RELIGION.-What a mercy to have an every-day 
religion ! I am often trying to call upon the Lord and to seek Him, 
with the greatest lets and hindrances in my way, a hard heart, a spirit 
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of infidelity and sin ; but I find it profitable to struggle on, and oft en 
prove that some of the greatest discouragemen1 s turn out the greatest 
blessings. Though I feel in soul as poor as poverty itself, under a touch 
of Hi~ mercy I feel reconciled to His will, and can again say:-

" How he.rsh soe'er the way, 
Dear Se.viour, still lead on." 

-/J1emo,:r of El,i Ashdown, p. 242. 

EDUCATIONAL HELP FOR MINISTERS. 
IT is said of Origen, the Christian Father, that, after his converF!ion to 
God. he gave all diligence to acquire the learning of the Schools, that he 
mi,:::bt lay his attainments as treasures at the Master's feet. This noble 
idea fiLtds an echo in the hearts of all who are truly called to His holy 
service. They are conscious that their mental powers need development. 
They long for the ample page of knowledge to be unrolled before them. 
They would be and do their very best, that " their profiting might appear 
nnto all." 

These desires will meet with sympathy from those who rightly estimate 
the importance of the Christian ministry. They would gladly help such 
men with means, books, and by maintaining agencies which might prove 
of real advantage to them. How this can be done is a pressing question 
to tbe Strict Baptists of to-day. 

Men of great energy and steadfastness of purpose, it is true, have done 
wonders as lonely students in the way of F!elf-instruction and improve
ment. William Carey and Andrew Fuller in days gone by, and Ja mes Wells, 
Charles Hill, Israel l\.tkinson, John Hazelton and William Palmer, in more 
recent times, acquired a respectable acquaintance with general knowledge 
by dint of their close application to that on which their hearts were set. 
Too many, however, have failed in such attempts. They did not know 
how to use books, even if suitable ones had been within their reach. 
Efforts at regular study proved abortive; and they finally settled down 
into common-place mediocrity, tacitly admitting that they were baffled by 
difficulties they could not surmount. 

There are many in this case to-day. Some of these are itinerants, or 
occasional preachers; others are settled pe.stors who have home claims 
and cares in addition to pressing ministerial. duties. From many 
quarters we seem to hear the cry " What shall we do ? " proceeding from 
these brethren. 

As a general rule class instruction is ineffective for men of this type. A 
class, to be serviceabe, must be composed of persons who are about on 
an average in capacity and attainments. This, it is evident, a score of 
such brethren as we are contemplating could not possibly .be. They would 
differ in age, talents, and education, and it might be difficult to find even 
two or three to whom the same cu1-riculuni ( or course of study) would be 
advantageous. 

Moreover, class instruction involves the exposure of individual igno
rance on many points. Public teachers, especially, if they have passed 
their youth, are sensitive, and would shrink from letting it be known how 
slender their acquirements really are. 

It is, again, difficult to ensure regularity and punctuality of attendance 
a.nd loyal adherence to a prescribed course of instruction. These, and 
other things, proved almost insuperable dffi.culties when the writer had a 
titudents' clasl!I under his care thirty years since. 

The plan of instruction by written or printed lectures, suggested in a 
letter from Mr. W. A. Tooke in our January number, presents some advan
tages ; but we fear that enthusiasm would be apt to decline for lack of 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

the personal influence of a living teacher, whose vocal instruction, patient 
and re-iterated explanations and genial sympathy, would be so sordy 
missed. 

A friend to the general project points out that in many localitief! 
higher-grade schools for adults are maintained by the authoritiefl, at 
which, for nominal fees, the instruction our young men need could be 
easily obtained. He suggests tbe.t our better educated brethren, both 
ministerial and otherwise. should be deputed to obtain information on 
these matters from different districts, and hold themselves in readiness 
to counsel brethren e.s to the best course to be adopted, and to help and 
encourage them to persevere in it. This idea is at once so feasible and 
pre.cticable that we deem it worthy of earnest attention. 

Brethren in the country who could not avail themselves of such advan
te.ges might be aided in e.nother way. We are not a learned body, but 
flome, at least, possess a respectable acquaintance with general learnin~ 
and literature. These might be formed into a little unpretending educa
tional association, to whose secretary any country brother who desires to 
add to his knowledge and develop his powers might apply and be relegated 
to one of their number, who would suggest a course of study to be main
tained by correspondence. Great practical good might be thus effected. 
The brother at a distance would be stimulated by ~he assurance that 
a competent Christian friend took an active interest in his progress and 
improvement. He would be bound in honour to keep to his undertaking 
to do as he was counselled, with zeal and constancy, and saved from mere 
desultory and aimless attempts, which lead to so little good. 

Under existing circumstances the first educational business of our 
recently settled pastors is to present themselves to the Baptist "Cnion for 
examination, that their names may appear next year in the list of 
accredited Baptist Ministers. This our brethren J. E. Flegg, W. H. 
Berry, of Saxmundham, and W. H. Potter, of Grundisburg, have, greatly 
to their own credit and to ours as a body, already done-and others 
should follow suit immediately. Gladly would we ourselves help any 
settled pastor who entertains the idea. 

In m~moriam. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

WILLIAM JOHN PARKS, 

Who fell asleep on Sunday, January 8th, 1905, 

In His 81st Year. 

"We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
shall change our vile body that it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body."-Philippians iii. 20, 21. 

"So He giveth His beloved sleep."-Psalm cxxvii. :2. 

"Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth," is a heart-cry often enforced, 
e.s again and again the "dark-robed Angel" is sent to summon the excellent 
of the earth to their eternal home. So felt we when the above card 
reached ua. 

Our deceased brothEir was one of the treasurers and the devoted sup
porter of the "Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society." Though, we believe, 
nominally a member of the Church of England, one always thought of him 
simply as a lover of Christ and His people-especially those who stood 
most in need of sympathy and succour. 
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As a workel' for the Me.star be was always most practice.I, punctual 
and painstaking, infusing a business-like spirit into all "bis labours of 
love.·· 

His tbeol?,gy bad for its watchword, " To the praise and the glory 
of H1s grace. The creature must be laid low ; the Saviour supremely 
exalted. Preachers of the school of Joseph Irons, Dr. Doudney, J, J. West, 
:\fr. Batersby, W. J. Parks. of Openshaw (bis distinguished namesake, 
though no relation), and Thomas Bradbury of Camberwell were his 
delight. ' ' 

He passed away somewhat suddenly, to be greatly missed. It is he.rd 
to conceive who will till his place. 

~is dear and devoted widow and family have our sincere sympathy in 
their season of bereavement and sorrow. 

REVIEWS, LIT~RARY NOTES, ETC. 

'l·he Bible Handbook; an Introduction 
to the Study of Sacred Scripture, by 
Joseph Angus, M.A., D.D. New 
edition, revised by Samuel G. Green, 
D.D. Le.rge crown Svo., 848 pages. 
Six shillings net. Religious Tract 
Society. 

THIS is the re-issue of a. book which he.s 
long been regarded not only as valuable 
but essential to ministers of ordine.ry 
abilities and attainments. While ac
ceptable as a pree.cher, and eminent as 
a Greek scholar, its gracious e.nd gifted 
author stood alone as the greatest 
living "finger-post" to the subjects 
covered by the title of this, his prin
cipal work. He could at once indice.te 
the volumes in which reliable informa,. 
i;ion respecting these was to be found; 
&nd hence was able to present, in a 
{)Ondensed but intelligible form, the 
varied stores of knowledge conte.ined in 
i.ts pages. It has, however, for some 
time been felt the.t the important 
accessions to Biblical literature that 
he.ve been me.de during- the le.at fifty 
years, and the changes which have 
ta.ken place in the opinions of devout 
.and reliable scholaril on me.ny me.te
rie.l points, rendered an up-to-date 
i;idition necessary. if the long-loved 
Handbook was to rete.in its ple.ce in the 
estime.tion of studious Christians. It 
he.s accordingly been thoroughly revised 
and in pa.rt re-written by Dr. Green, 
formerly Principe.I of Rawdon College. 
whose high attainments fully qualified 
him for the te.sk. Not a sentence 
Heems to have escaped his attention. 
In me.ny ple.ces small infelicities in 
diction he.ve been gracefully a.mended. 
The arrangement of the contents is 
.improved,a few redundancies disappear. 
The chief contents a.re given in bold 

and clee.r type. Scripture.! references 
a.re indicated in the modern fashion, 
2 Cor. v. 14, for instance, being cited 
e.s "2 Cor. 6 H." Altogether, as e. 
literary production, it is a well-written, 
well-printed, and well-got-up volume 
such as it is e. plea.sure to read. 

While claiming to be in all essentials, 
as we have said, "up-to-date," the rash 
and vicious conclusions o[ the Higher 
Critics find no favour with the Editor. 
He maintains the.t the Pentateuch we.s 
in truth the production of "Moses, the 
me.n of God." He holds that Job we.s e. 
real person and repudiates the idea.that 
the book which bears his name is e. 
work of fiction. He cogently argues 
in fe.vour of ti e historical veracity of 
the prophecy o1 Jonah. He opposes the 
idea., so commonly held, the.t there were 
two Ise.ie.hs-one, the author of the 
first forty ohe.pters; the other, by whom 
the rest were penned. He gives un
e.nRwera.ble ree.sons for believing that 
the fourth Gospel we.a penned by the 
"disciple whom Jesus loved"; e.nd 
tilts e.t the view of Professor Cheyne. 
advanced in his" Contents of the Pee.1-
ter ." the.t the whole collection we.s com
posed by pious Jews e.fter the Exile in 
Babylon. Thus, while those who desire 
e.ccure.te informe.tion on such topice 
may rely on th'! true schole.rship dis
ple.yed, all me.y be assured that the 
so.feat lines of interpretation he.ve been 
me.intained by this vetere.n scholar, 
who he.s our sincerest the.nks for his 
" labour of love." 
Memoir of Eli Ashdown, e.n Autobio

gre.phy with a continue.tion, by ,J, K, 
Pophe.m, of Brighton. London, 
Fe.rncombe e.nd Son, 30, Imperial 
Buildings, Ludge.te Circus, E.C. 
Price not furnished. 
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Trne is e. record of the life and labours 
of one most justly eeteemad an excellent 
minister of Ghrist Jesus by our Gospel 
Standard brethren. From the portion 
which he himself penned, we learn the.t 
he was born e.t Mayfield, in Sussex, in 
June, 1831; that he we.e at first a 
farm labourer, and tbe.t subsequently, 
in 1850, he commenced to learn the 
trade of 11, miller, which be a.fterwe.rds 
pursued for some yea.re. At e.bout this 
period a. work of gre.ce we.s begun in his 
soul, though he experienced strange 
alternations of terrible convictions of 
sin with occasional and transient 
gleams of hope until December, 1863, 
when the Lord for the first time visited 
him with His salvation and gave him 
the assurance of the pardon of his sins. 
In 1864 he first he.d thoughts of preach
ing the Gospel; but, with he.bitual 
caution, he kept these to himaelf till 
1870, when he we.s induced to declare 
to others the power e.nd preciousness of 
the Lord Jesus-and he was regarded 
e.s an acceptable "supply" both by the 
Ce.lvinistic Independents e.nd the 
Strict Baptists of the locality. To the 
latter, he at length attached himself; 
we.s baptised in 1872, and accepted the 
charge of a small co.use at Burgess Hill 
in 1874, which he served with loving 
devotion for seven years, having by this 
time given up business. In 1881 he 
yielded to the solicitations of his many 
friends in the Metropolis and undertook 
the pastor11,te of the historic church at 
Great Alie Street, London. Up to this 
period he is his own biographer, but 
our honoured brother at Brighton had 
to te.ke up the story at this point, and 
very simply e.nd unassumingly tells us 
how this brave, good me.n continued to 
serve his Master, till, in March, 1904, 
he received hie summons home. 

Two things strike us in this honest 
e.nd unvarnished record-the integrity 
of Mr. Ashdown as a man, and his 
protracted soul-troubles ere he was 
favoured to enjoy peace with God. 
Had God done nothing for him in grace, 
we feel that his would have been a just 
and upright character ; yet he was 
marked out in God's mysterious 
sovereignty to " long repent and late 
believe " in e. way that has had few 
parallels. His own account of the 
Lord's dealings with him is interesting, 
spiritual, and touching, quaintly ex
pressed and penned with a spontaniety 
and frankness whioh at times will stir 
solemn and deep feeling in responsive 
hearts. The frequent a.llusions to 
Sussex and its God-fee.ring sons will 
make it pleasant reading to all who 

love this fe.vourecl county, e.nd revive 
the grateful recollections of some with 
whom the Lord first met, in the places 
e.nd under the ministers of truth men
tioned in these pages. An excellent 
portrait, and a picture of the "Interior 
of Zoar Chapel" with its imposing 
pulpit, add to the value of the book. 
To one slight inaccuracy we crave 
attention. John Bailey (1778-1830) 
did not, as the Editor supposes, " fall 
asleep " in 1824 (page 205). In that 
year, however, he resigned his pastorate 
at Whitechapel, and subsequently be
came the minister of the old 
" Waterside" Chapel at Wandsworth, 
Surrey, in which place he died in his 
sleep in October, 1830. The book 
before us has our high commendation 
as a profitable and instructive one. A 
few pithy bits, which we have culled 
here and there, will be found in other 
pages of this number. 
'' Sovereign Grace o'er sin Aboimding," 

the autobiography of Alfred Dye, Lon
don. E. Whilmshurst, 23. Warwick 
Lane, E.C. 

THIS is a second edition, improved and 
with the addition of a portrait, of a 
work which received a commendatory 
notice some years since in this maga
zine. from the pen of the late William 
Winters, F.R.H.S.,who was at that time 
the Editor. Interesting, instructive, 
and not without spirituality and savour, 
it should find readers, and above all 
purchasers -a class all too uncommon 
in the present day. It is the duty of 
those with money at their disposal to 
encourage a truthful author, and this 
good brother should have the support 
of those who love to know of the 
wonders of the Lord in Providence and 
Grace. 
The Baptist Handbook, 1905. Edited 

by Rev. W. J. Avery. Baptist Union 
Church House, Southampton Row, 
W.C. 2s. 6d. net. 

YEAB by year, our good friend and 
brother takes untiring trouble to make 
this all that it should be-and with 
conspicuous success. :Many new fea
ture8 appear in this volume, especially 
the introduction of the names and 
addresses of the Secretaries of the 
Churches-an idea which, by the way, 
was long since originated by the 
spirited publisher of the Baptist Alma
nack-and the localities of all the 
spheres of labour with which the 
ministers in the "accredited list " have 
been oonneoted. The latter is an im
portant feature, as it is often most 
useful to know a, man's antecedents and 
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movements. Some deficiencies under 
this bead are. however, noticeable. H. 
F. Griffin was for exe.mple at '· Jireb," 
Ea.st Roe.d, London, where he e,cquitted 
himself right well, before his Canadian 
ministry in 1872-81; and W. F. 
Edgerton held pe.storates at Chatbe.m 
and Reading before his enga.gemeuts e.t 
Beccles, Gamlingay, Oldham, Wool
wioh, Harlington, and Re.ttlesden. We 
are glad that our brother, R. Thomson, 
G-la.s_ Univ., is reinstated, though on 
Morley the record is discrete:y silent. 
We are still of opinioa that there is 

curious confusion e.s to the recognition 
of settled pe,stors o( our own faith e.nd 
o,·der. The ne.mes of 0. S. Dalbey, H. 
T. Chilvers, and H. M. Wiuoh a.re not 
given ; while spe.ce is e.ooorded to 0. 
Cornwe.11, G. W. Morley, and W. Dixon. 
Grey He.zlerigg does not e.ppear, A. E. 
Ree.Ill does-though both of high 
standing in these.me town. There are 
doubtless subtle res.sons for distinctions 
so observe.hie ; but we fail to grasp 
them. With a few improvements the 
Be.ptist Handbook wou1d be perfection. 
Are these i·eally unatte.inable? 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

HOME MISSION. 

YouNG men desirous of nsing their 
gifts in the Lord's service will be glad 
to know the.t the Home Mission Com
mittee have a.rra.nged tha.t cla.sses be 
:formed; a. cour~e of study persned, 
which she.11 ma.teria.lly help in fitting 
for the work. The course of study will 
include English gra.mma.r, Chnrch 
history, theology and homiletics. 

A form of application, together with 
any information desired, will be 
promptly supplied to any young brother 
by the Hon. Sec., T. Jones, 38, Mexfield
roa.d, East Putney, S. W. 

Will our generous brethren who so 
kindly promised donations to tbe 
·• Home Mission Fund" at our half
yee.rly meeting, kindly remit to T. 
Jones, who will be pleased to accept and 
duly acknowledge them? 

SHOULDHA.M STREET. W.-The 
New Year's meeting of our Benevolent 
-Society was held on January 17tb, when 
a very helpful and encouraging time 
was enjoyed. Our cha.irma.n, Mr. 
Burrows, read Paa. ciii., a.nd Mr. Smith 
led us a.t the throue of grace. After the 
reading of the report, the chairman 
based some very helpful remarks on 
'" little things." Mr. Mitchell followed, 
proving from persona.I experience the 
blessedness of remembering the poor, 
and reminding us that while "bene
volence" meant ,. well wisking." "bene
-ficence" meant '· well doing." Mr. 
Elna.ugh (who ea.me as a substitute for 
Mr. Belcher) gave as his subject for 
thought on Paa. !xiii. 7, four R's :
Retrospection, Recapitulation, Resolve, 
and Realisation. Our pastor then briefly 
but encouragingly spoke on 1 Cor. iii. 
~ (R.V.), "Fellow-workers with God." 
Mr. Se.pey, ta.king Ja.mes ii. 16, spoke of 

the praotioalness, the reason or motive 
for, and the fa.r-rea.ohing power of bene
ficence ; the blessed a.ssura.noe of the 
commendation of the Master here, and 
the reservation of it hereafter. Onr 
ge.thering was not large, but the Lord 
inclined the hearts of those who were 
there to give liberally, for which we 
thank Him and ta.ke courage I Onr 
pastor having heartily the.nked the 
ministerial brethren and friends for 
their help a.n<i oheer, a very happy meet
ing was closed by singing the Doxology. 
-A. H. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA).-OnJa.nna.ry 
llth about 150 friends ga.thered to tea., 
and afterwards many more came to join 
with the teachers in their annual meet
ing. Our pastor presided over the meet• 
ing, and was supported by his father, 
Mr. Chilvers (of Chelmsford), Mr. 
Ransom (of Somersha.m), and Mr. D. 
Whitton. 'fhe secretary presented a 
gratifying report, showing an inorea.se 
of 30 scholars. Reference was ma.de to 
the difficulty experienced owing to le.ck 
of acoommoda.tion, and it was stated 
that much wa.a being done to augment 
the Building Fund. Ten sohole.rs and 
three teachers have, during the past 
year, become members of the Church. 
An excellent addre8s wa.~ given by our 
pe.stor from 2 Tim. ii. 15, after which 
his beloved father, who received e. warm 
welcome, spoke words whbh will be 
long remembered, emphasizing the fa.et 
that where lovn and unity prevail God 
will bless. Mr. Ransom based his 
remarks, which were listened to atten
tively, upon Neh. vi. 3, and Mr. Whitton 
followed with some stimulating 11.nd 
cheering observation~. The supt., Mr. 
E. Oh il vers, expreased his gratitude for 
help given. We feel much enoouraged 
by the meeting, and hope for greater 
blessing. Our branoh a.t Whitton is 
being stamped with God's approval ; 
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tb,,ugh one door w11,s shut another was 
op~ned, 11,nd our p11,stor is reoe,vmg 
m,10h enoouragement in his arduous 
la~ours. 

"PROVIDENOE," MEYRICK ROAD, 
OLAPHAM JUNCTION. 

THE ninth anniversary of the pastorate 
ot Mr. R. E. Sears was celebrated on 
Jnn. 8th and 10th, and proved memor
able for happy gatherings, and inspir
ing words from God's servants whom 
we were favoured to hear. 

On Sunday morning our pa.stor took 
as the subjeot of hie address to his young 
h,iarers, "Spring Flowers from Snnny 
Lands," and for his later discourse he 
spoke with liberty on the ever-new 
theme, "We preach Christ crucified." 
On the Sunday evening we ha.d the 
pleasure of hearing pastor E. Mitchell, 
of Chadwell-street, who expounded and 
enforced with mnch clearness the 
doctrine of justification. 

Tuesday afternoon oommenced with 
an earnest devotional meeting at which 
fervent prayers for the reviving power 
of the Holy Spirit were offered by 
brethren E. White, H.J. Galley, J. W. 
Sears, H. Aokla.nd, and H. T. Chilvers. 

The sermon was preached by pastor 
H. T. Chilvers, of Ipswich. on the por
tion, "We have fonnd Him" (John i. 
45). The discourse was much enjoyed 
by the good gathering whioh had 
assembled. 

In the evening a public meeting was 
held, presided over by the pastor, who 
was in a happy mood, and gave 
expression to the goodnesR of God 
dnring the yea.re of his pastorate, a.nd to 
blessings in the ingathering- of souls 
which had been experienoed in the past 
twelve months. 

Spirited addresses ,vere delivered by 
brethren E. White, W. S. Ba.ker, H. J. 
Ga.lley, J. Ea.ster, H. T. Chilvers, and H. 
Dadswell. Pa.stor T. Jones, of Wands
worth, who was in the meeting, also 
gave a short concluding address. 

Two special anthems were sung," The 
King of Love my Shepherd is " and 
" Abide with me." The oclleotions, 
which were for the Church Funds, 
amounted to over £10. 

A number of visitors from other 
Churches joined with us on this joyful 
occasion, and one and all seemed to feel 
it was good to be there. Pa.etor a.nd 
Churoh look ba.okwa.rd with joyful 
gratitude, a.nd forward with godly con
fidence, being able to record pea.oe, 
unity, a.nd prosperity, by the goodness 
of God. F. W. KEVAN. 

NEW CROSS (ZION).-The members' 
New Yea.r's tea. a.nd socio.I meeting wa.s 
hold on January 5th, 1905, when there 
w,~s present the largest number of 
friends for severa.l years pa.st. Pa.stor 
J. Bush presided, a.nd rea.d Psa. lxxii. 

and offered prayer. Mr. T. G. C. 
Armstrong gave a brief account of the 
year's work, and the wa.y in which they 
bad been led to invite their cba.irme.n t,, 
the pastorate. Mr. F. J. Ca.tchpo)i, 
(treasurer) ea.id they were in the happy 
position of needing no statement or 
accounts, a.e they were in debt to no 
man. The pastor gave a. deeply in
teresting account of his ea.rly life when. 
as a boy of 12, he was a cashier in a 
drapery establishment in Deptford, and 
found his way into Zion Chapel when Mr. 
G. Wyard was pastor; his call by grace 
under the ministry of Mr. J. Welle 
of fragrant memory, a.nd his baptism 
by him 35 yea.re ago; since which time 
he had been led by gra.ce to spea.k in his 
Master's no.me. He declared the purpose 
of his ministry would be doctrine.I, 
experimental, a.nd practice.I. Brother 
Loosley followed in prayer, and brief 
brotherly addresses were given by 
brethren A. H. Riddle, J. D. Taylor, and 
J. Martin. Brother F. Young proposed 
a. very hearty vote of thanks to the 
officers of the Church for the very a.hie 
wa.y in which they had found supplies 
for the pulpit while they were without 
a. pa.stor. This wa.s seconded by brother 
J. Downing. Brother Armstrong, as the 
senior deacon, acknowledged the kind
ness with which their efforts had been 
received, and assured a.II present that 
never a wry word ha.d heen spoken by 
any of the dia.cona.te to another, but 
love, a.mity, a.nd peace ha.d alwa.ys 
prevailed. The Lord's Supper followed, 
a.nd with m11.rks of evident reluctance, 
a. sweetly solemn, but happy gathering 
ea.me to an end. 

EBENEZER CHAPEL, WOOBURN 
GREEN. 

WITH a. view of improving the attend
ance a.t the Sunday-school, weekly 
meetings of young people ha.ve been 
recently held every Monda.y evening, 
from 7 to 8 p.m., consisting of scholars 
attending the Sunday-school and others 
who a.ttend nowhere on the Sunday. 
The instruction imparted is ha.sed on 
God's Word 1md on similar lines to the 
Sunda.y-sohool service, at the same time 
ma.king it a.s interesting as possible a.nd 
easily understood. Three weekly meet
ings have been held a.nd the number of 
children attending have been from 
thirty to forty, which is very encoura
ging. 

A few friends have a.lso put in an 
appearance. Ornamented cards, with a. 
pa.ssa.ge of Scripture on ea.eh a.nd a ca.rd 
attached thereto,ha.ve been given to the 
children to ha.ng on the wa.lls of their 
homes, and it is hoped by this means 
the Word ma.y he blessed to the pa.rents. 

On the Thursday evening after 
Christmas a free tea. wa.s given to a.11 
the children, a.nd several friends were 
a.lso present. By the kindness of an 
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0ld friend of the Cause, oranges were 
distributed to the children on leaving. 
An excellent tee. wa.s provided, which. 
we.a much e.ppreoie.ted by the children, 
an<i to which they did ample justice. 

In the evening, after the tee., a meet
ing of children e.nd friends took place 
in the ohe.pel. Brother Ma.yo, the 
respected superintendent of Zion 
Chapel, presided, and gave e.n e.ddres6 
on trusting in the Dord. 

Pa.stor Morlinir, of High Wycombe, 
gave a most encoura.ging address, and 
referred to his experience at Ipswich in 
years gone by. The Sunday-school there 
had quite died out, when he determined 
to re-start the school again. He ha.d to 
contend with some opposition and with 
"cold-wa.ter" remarks; but, under 
God's blessing, it grew and prospered, 
and pa.stor Bardon has now a flourishing 
school. and brother Merling has had 
the pleasure of baptizing several of 
those who were formerly scholars 
therein. 

Pastor Tilbury, referring to David, 
hoped they would be able to look be.ck 
upon the meeting e.s ,; e. good day" in 
their experience. 

Brother Dulley, senior dee.con, gave 
out e. hymn, e.nd brother William 
Tidbury engaged in prayer. 

Brother Harry Tidbury spoke of the 
kindly feeling which had a.lwa.ys 
existed between them a.nd Zion Chapel, 
High Wycombe, and hoped it would 
!llwa.ys continue. 

Brother Scott spoke of the meeting 
as "a. de.y of small things," and hoped 
future blessings were in store for 
them. 

The children recited a.nd sang at 
intervals, and votes of tne.nks were 
proposed and seconded by breth!en 
Tidbury and Dulley to pastor Morhng 
for his enjoyable address, and to 
brother Me.yo for so very ably pre
siding, which were cordially received 
by all present. 

Thus ended e. very enjoyable and 
encouraging meeting, and we earnestly 
trust that real blessing will be the 
result. 

WATFORD TABERNACLE. 
ON Wednesday, January 4th, the mem
bers of the Church and congregation 
celebrated the twelfth anniversary of 
our pastor, Mr. G. W. Thomas. 

In the afternoon pastor R. E. Sears 
preached to a good congrege.ti~n. The 
service was followed by e. pubhc tee., of 
which nearly e. hundred partook. 

At the evening meeting there was a 
large gathering of frien_ds. Our pastor 
presided. Mr. W. P. Pickett read the 
financial statement for the year, which 
showed the Ch u.rch to be in a moMt 
healthy financial condition. 

Our pastor then gave an address, in 
the course of which he referred to his 

twelve yea.re' p&stora.te. He reminded 
the oongrega.tion tha.t when he first 
011.me, the sta.irs lea.ding to the g&llery 
were barred up, and the Sunde.y-sohool 
children were ga.tbered n .. a.r the pulpit 
to ma.ke it a.ppea.r there we.a a. oongre
ga.tion. Tba.t was now a.ltered. The 
first night be 11.ttended e. pra.yer meeting 
six were present. 'rhey ba.d oerta.inly 
ba.d their troubles, but ha.d borne them 
well, a.nd they had a.lso ba.d ma.ny a.nd 
grea.t blessing~. Twelve years a.go the 
membership we.a 40, to-day it was 179. 
During tha.t period be ha.d given the 
right ha.nd of fellowship to 220. La.at 
yea.r 15 ha.d joined the Cburoh-12 by 
ba.ptism. The a.lmsbouses were flourish
ing: they had now 10 inma.tes. In the 
Sunda.y-sobool there were 326 ohildreu 
and young people. The services at the 
bra.nob cha.pel, "Beulah," were well 
susta.ined, and there were signs of bless
ing. Concluding, the pa.stor tba.nked 
the friends for their ma.ny and grea.t 
kindesses to him. 

Good addresses were l!'iven by breth
ren R. E. Sea.re, C. D. J e:ffs, A. Burra.ge, 
F. Staddon, and W. Derham. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
A NEW YEAR'S missionary pra.yer 
meeting was held a.t North-road Ba.ptiBt 
Chapel, Brentford, on Monday, Jan; 9th. 
Pastor R. Mutimer presided, severe.I 
hymns were sung, and fervent prayers 
offered. Pastor ·r. L. Sa.pey, of Soho, 
gave an address. 

Amongst ma.ny other petitions pra.yer 
was offered up tha.t journeying mercies 
might be granted to our brother Booth 
and his loved ones; and also that the 
girl convert who bas been removed 
from the influence of our missiona.ries 
might be blessed, and that the opposi
tion of her pa.rents to her being ba.p
tized may be removed. 

One young brother in his pra.yer 
referred to the mission a.s "the mission 
of the Church." 

Brother Sa.pey, in the opening re
marks of bis a.ddress. sa.id tha.t he liked 
that designa.tion, for mission work 
should not be looked upon ,i.s the hobby 
of a. few : it is the Church's work. He 
ba.sed his address on the words, "Thy 
kingdom come." He sa.id that although 
we rna.y be disa.ppointed beoa.use there 
a.re so few signs of blessing, yet we 
should remember that our pa.rt is not to 
count the fruit but to send the la.bourers 
-not to reap, but to eow the seed. The 
kingdom is God's kingdom-the king
dom of grace. To encourage misssona.ry 
work is consistent with our belief tba.t 
all the elect sha.11 be sa.ved, because we 
believe God is e. Ood of mea.ns, and that 
He will fulfil His word a.nd bless the 
preach in~ of the Gospel to the sa.lva.tion 
of souls. The kingdom is a.n everla.sting 
kingdom. How doe11 it come 1 "Not 
with observation." We should put our 
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wee.Ith into the enterprise; not merely 
our money, but our w011olth of interest, 
desires, and prayers. We ought to s•~p
port the Mission bec1use we believe in 
what is preached. Our brethren in 
India. a.re preaching the troth, and 
therefore, by helping the 8.B.M., we 
ahould be helping to spread the truths 
we love. A. OBADDUCK1 Junr. 

"EBENEZER," CLEVELAND ROAD, 
ILFORD. 

NEW YEAR'S Rervicee were held e.t the 
above place of worship on Lord's-day, 
Je.nue.ry 8th. Sermons by the pastor, 
Mr. J .. Othen, morning e.nd evening. 
On the following Tuesday specie.I ser
vices were held : afternoon. e.t 3.30, ser
mon by Mr. Mutimer, of Brentford, 
from the words, " He she.II dwell on 
high, hie place of defence Rhall be the 
monitions of rocks, bree.d shall be given 
him; his waters shall be rnre. Thine 
eyes she.II see the King in His beauty : 
they she.II behold the land the.t is vny 
far off" (Isa.. xxxiii. 16 and 17). Ria 
testimony was much blessed to the souls 
of many. 

The evening meeting commenced e.t 
6.30, Mr. Mutimer presiding. After 
prayer by our pastor, who, through 
indisposition, we.a' nne.ble to remain, 
addresses were delivered by brtthren 
Holden (Limehouse), from P,e.. xlvi. 5, 
"God is in the midst of her; she she.11 
not be moved: God she.11 help her, and 
that right early''; Welstand, from 
Pea. cvii. 7, "He led them forth by the 
right way, that they might go to e. city 
of habitation" ; and S. J. T .. ylor, from 
Pee.. xxxi. 15, ·• My times a.re in Thy 
hand." 

Severe.I testified to the time of re
freshing that had been granted them 
through the blessing of the Lord 
attending the words spC'ken. The 
attendances were not large, and the 
collections only moderate. 

GEO. S. FAUNCH. 

Word life and power in the se.lve.tion of 
sinners. One young brother and six 
young sisters from the Bible-cle.seee 
he.ve confessed their faith in J esns and 
been publicly be.ptized, while others are 
anxious, but fee.r to presume. We thank 
God and take courage. There is a small 
increase in the number or scholars, and 
two more teachers have been added t::, 
the staff, while we have severe.I willing 
helperee.monget the young. The balance
sheet showed a email a.mount due to 
tree.surer, which was rednced during the 
evening. 

After singing "Come we the.t love 
the Lord," orother Threadkell (super
intendent) ge.ve items of attendance of 
the teachers e.nd scholars, giving the 
teachers a motto for the New Year
,, We.lk worthy unto a.II pleasing," &c. 
(see Col. i. 10), making a few remarks 
on the same. 

Brother Baldwin (deacon) expre~eed 
pleasure at being there, and congratu
lated the school on its report of the 
past year, and also trusted that the 
present year would prove to be even 
more frnitfnl. 

Brother N. Howe followed with e. few 
homely thoughts on the words, "Faint 
not." His heart was cheered at seeing 
so many young people present. 

Others the.t addressed the meeting 
were as follows :-Brother G. W. 
Gardener, sister Mrs. Tbrea.dgall (who 
conducts the F.W.B.C., and spoke of 
the joy of seeing the effects of the 
Lord's work in tbe bee.rte of its mem• 
bere), brethren S. Garrard and S. Wade, 
and Mr. E. J. Smith. 

A vote of eympatl1y was passed with· 
those who were laid aside by affliction. 

It was a most enjoyable evening, 
with e. pleasing variety of speaking e.nd 
singing. Above all, we realised the pre
sence of the Prince of Peace. 

We are hoping e.nd praying for yet 
greater blessings to rest upon, and ~e 
made manifest in. the coming year m 
this little hill of Zion. A. F. 

ZOAR CHAPEL SUNDAY SCHOOL, NORTH ROAD, BRE~TFORD. 
IPSWICH. NEW YEAR'S meetinl{s were held here 

THE teachers' and Bible-class annual on Sunday and Monday, January 1st 
tea and social eveninl!' took place on and 2nd. On Sunday, besides the usual 
Wednesday, January 4th, when over preaohing services by our pastor, Mr. R. 
fifty sat down to tea and enjoyed social Mutimer, we held during the da,y f~ur 
converse and praise afterwards. We prayer-meetings, the first commencing 
would reoord our heartfelt gratitude to e.t 9 a.m. Our pastor gave us a motto• 
God for Hie abundant mercies during text at this meeting, which it me.y be 
the past year. well to record her.i-"Think upon me, 

Pastor R. C. Be.rdens presided over my God, for good" (Neh. v. 19). 
the after-meeting. After singing, On tbe following de.your brother, B. 
brother J. Threadkell read e. portion of J. Northfield, preached two excellent 
Scripture, a.nd brother S. Ge.rre.rd sought sermons for us. In the afternoon ne 
tl:ie Lord's blessing. Our president gave toC'k for his text, "Spe11,k unto the chil
some loving ooumel to the workers. dren of Israel, tbe.t they go forward" 

The seoreto.ry, brother A. Forsdiok, (Exod. xiv. 15). Tlie d1visio~s were-:
rcad the report e.nd balance-sheet or the p) The_ people _o.ddres~ed,; (:.,) Who it 
p:i.et year, showing how graoiouely the 1s_ that 1s •p•akrng;. (3) _Ih• command 
Lord has dealt with us in ma.king Hie I given; (4) The spmt Ill which we 
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~bonld receive thia commandment to 
"go forward," which should be with 
" spi!it of reflection, cheerfulness, 
humility, prayerfulness, eubmission, 
trustfnlness, and fearlessness as regards 
temporal concerns, but always in the 
fee.r of God; for He who gave the com
mand is our Gnide : " Thou shalt guide 
me with Thy counsel, and afterward 
receive me to glory." 

In the evening onr brother took for 
h_is text, " See then that ye walk 
01ronmspectly, not as fools but as wise· 
redeeming the time, beca~se the dav~ 
are evil" (Ephes. v. 15 16). After 
showing the great need fo'r the precepts 
of God's Word, as well as for the pro
mises, he divided the text as follows
(1) Some characteristics of the persons 
ad1ressed-" children of God" ( ver. 1 )· 
obJects of Christ's love (ver•e 2); 
'"samts" (ver. 3) : "children of light" 
(ver. S) ; "wise" (ver. 15); made wise 
unto se.lvation. (2) The admonition
" See that ye walk circumspectly." 
(3) The result suggested-" Redeeming 
the time" ; this will be the result of a 
wise walk. (4) The ree.son given-
• , Bece.use the days are evil." 

Both these services were mnch en
joyed by the friends present, and our 
hearts were me.de glad, and our faith 
strengthened to "gC1 forward" into the 
New Year, trusting in the Lord and 
praying, "Guide me. 0 Thou great 
Jehovah," &c. E. FROMOW. 

ELTHAM (BALCASKIE ROAD, EL
THAM PARK, close to "Well He.ll" 
Railway Station, S.E.R.).-We desire, 
through the medium of our magazine, 
to tender our heartfelt thanks to all the 
friends who contributed to make the 
third anniversary of Mr. Samuel Banks's 
ministry at Eltham so great a snccess 
on Thureday, January 19th. Pastor J. 
E. Hazelton preached in the afternoon, 
and gave us a spiritual fea•t from Gal. 
iv. 6-the position, privilege, and por
tion of the children of God. General 
Sir Wm. Stirling and Mr. John Piggott 
were both prevented by recent illness 
and tardy convalescence from taking 
part in the evening meeting. Mr. F. J. 
Catchpole, however, ably presided, and 
we are grateful to him and to the breth
ren who addressed the assembly, viz., 
pastor W. H. Rose, Rev. F. C. Lovely, 
8.A. .. Mr. Geo. Francie, and Mr. Thoe. 
Loosely; also Mr. Joseph Mayhew, who 
opened the meeting with prayer. The 
frienda who sent help (General Stir
ling, Mr. Piggott, Mr. C. Wilson Sears, 
Mr. Chas. West, Mr. A.. J. Robbins, Mr. 
Thos. Green. Mr. C. C. Harris, Mr. T. G. 
C. Armstrong, E. S. B., Mrs. Brown, 
Mrs. J. W. B., and Mrs. George) a.re 
hereby assured of our pastor's sincere 
gre.titude. The total sum sent and 
collected was £16 10a. lld. Thus a.re 
we encouraged by thl goodness and 

graoe of the Lord to enter on another 
year's labours (if sp,ued) with renewed 
heart and spirit refreshed. 

AYLESBURY.-On Sunday evening, 
Deoember 18th, our sister, Miss King
ham, followed her Lord in baptism in 
the presence of a large congregation. 
The eervioe, whioh was oonduoted by 
brother Ste.ddon, of Watford, was a 
most impressive one, hie helpful dis
course being based on Moses' enquiry, 
" Who is on the Lord's side 1" Miss 
Kingham is 81 years of age, and 
although she was for years associated 
herself with the Strict and Particular 
Baptist Churohes at Ha.sting@, Trow
bridge, and Aylesbury, it is only re
cently that @he has been led to feel a 
desire to herself follow the Saviour in 
the sacred ordinanoe.-J. E. B. 

BETHESDA (NOTTING HILL GATE). 
-The New Yee.r social gathering waB 
held on January 5tb, and at 6.30 a com
paratively good number took tea. At 
7.30 a public meeting was held, brother 
Spire in tbe chair, and a spirit of praise 
and hopefolness prevailed throughout . 
After a hymn had bean eung, the chair
man read Paa. xc. and brother Clover 
offered prayer. The ohairman then 
spoke from Deut. viii 2 and Rom. viii. 
28, calling special attention to remem
brance of "all the way." Brother 
Andrews followed, emphasizing '' we 
know " in Rom. viii. 28. Brother 
McNally next ·spoke helpfully on 1 
Cor. xv. 58, as relating to doctrines, and 
brother Tbieelton ge.ve a re.pid survey 
of progress during 1904, distinctly 
encouraging in character. The singing 
of praise was tbe subject of the next 
speaker, brother Rowley, while brother 
Coulson was greatly helped in eluci
dating the teaching of Acts xxvi. 22. 
The addressee were interspersed with 
hearty singing. The chairman was 
accorded a vote of thanks, and the 
meeting, whioh was much enjoyed by 
all present, was concluded by prayer 
for God's blessing upon what had been 
done. We thank God and take courage. 
-J. W. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
MR. S. T. BELCHER, late pastor of the 
Church at Homerton-row, and corres
pondinr/ secretary to the "Strict Ba,p
tist Mission," has resignod the latter 
po@ition, owing to his e.ooeptance of a 
call to the pastorate of the Strict 
Baptist Church at the Ta.bernaole, 
Wellingborough. His colleagues on 
the committee greatly regret the loss of 
his va.lua.ble services, but feel the foroe 
of hie contention tha.t Wellingborough 
is too far distant from London for him 
rightly to discharge the secrete.rial 
duties. His connection with the 
"Mission" rema.ins, a.nd his interest in 
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it is as warm as ever, and he will con
tinue both to preach and lecture on ita 
behalf as before. His oolleagues are 
devoutly grateful for his past loving 
Aervioes, and pray tbat bis labours at 
Wellingborough may be abundantly 
blessed of the Lord, and that he may 
enjoy II long, happy, and useful pas
torate in his new sphere of labour. Mr. 
W. Chisnall, pastor of the Church at 
the Old Baptist Chapel, Castle-street, 
Guildford, he.a been led to accede to the 
unanimous request of the committee 
that he should step into the vacancy 
caused by brother Belcher's removal. 
His address is Wycliffe. F11rnb11m-road, 
Guildford. Will the friends and sup
porters of the "~ission" kindly addr_e~s 
their letters to him 1 The expected VIBlt 
of Missionary E. A. Booth, with his 
devoted wife-they are expected to 
arrive in London about March 26th-is 
regarded as an event of g-reat import
ance in connection with the "Mission." 
Mr. Booth, during his stay in England, 
will as far as possible visit all the 
Churches who subscribe to tbe "Mis
sion," and any other of our Churches 
that may desir" a. visit. 

Mr. Chi•nall will be glad to receive 
early applications from the Churches, 
as it will greatly facilitate his work in 
arranginl!' Mr. Booth's service•. Due 
notice of "Welcome Meeting" and 
other services will be given, as soon as 
the arrangements can be made. The 
united prayers of the friends of the 
"Mission" are requested, that our 
brother's home-coming m1&y prove a 
blessing to the Churchee, and result in 
a large increase of missionary zeal. 

EDWARD MITCHELL, 
Pre.iident Strict Bapti,t Jlission. 

WOKING {HORSELL COMMON).-We 
held our social tea and gathering on 
Wedneeday, Jan. 18th, when a goodly 
number of friends sat down and did 
justice to the excellent repast provided 
by our sister, Mrs. Head. After tea, the 
evening was spent in einging. hymns, 
prayer, and addresses by brethren. Mr. 
Brooke, eenr., of Bexley, presided, and 
altogether a most happy evening was 
spent, and concluded with singing "All 
hail the power of Jean's name."-ONE 
WHO WAS TH EBE. 

RE AD ING (PROVIDENCE).-The 
annual New Year'• services were held 
at this Cauee on Wednesday, J1muary 
4th, when pastor E. Mitchell, who has 
visited us on similar occasions for 
mauy years, preached two sermons. 
The afternoon service was opened with 
the hymn, "Come, Thou fount of every 
blessing," after which our brother 
read Rom. v., and afterwards spoke 
from verse 9 of the same chapter. His 
theme was "justification," and the 
subject was divided under two head-

inge: (1) The believer'a present posi
tion, and (2) hie futnre security. The 
text in the evening was taken from 
Pea. Ii. 12. Tea was provided at five 
o'clock, to which a goodly number of 
friends sat down. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE SU~DAY 
SCHOOL. 

30TH ANNIVERSARY. 
SPECIAL services were held on Sunday, 
January 10th, and Tuesday, the 12th, 
and were much enjoyed by all who wP.re 
favoured to take part in them. The 
pastor, Mr. C. Cornwell, preached the 
sermons and gave an address in the 
afternoon. The text at the morning 
service was Gen. ii. 12, •· And the gold ot 
that land ie good." During his discourse, 
which was closely followed ana 
addressed specially to the children, he 
briefly passed in review the journeying~ 
of the children of Israel, and shewed 
that faith alone could recognise the 
good hand of their God upon them. At 
the afternoon service, the superinten
dent, Mr. R. Guille, read the 1st Psalm, 
the children recited piecee, and the 
i;astor spoke from the words,•· And they 
shall call His name Jesus." In the 
evening the text was from 1 Cor. xiii. 
13, "These three," and after identifying 
the graces by their fruits we fonnd 
charity (love) the greatest, because it 
never died. 

Hymns and anthems specially chosen 
were very creditably sung during the 
services of the day, the attendances 
being very good. The collections 
amounted to £13 5s. 0d. 

On Tuesday afternoon Mr. B. T. Dale 
preached from 2 Cor. v. H, •· For the 
love of Christconstraineth us," in which 
our brother was much helped to exalt 
the Lord, and make Him very bigh, 
shewing the effects of that love, which 
brought Him from above, carried Him 
through His sufferings and the tomb 
in active and passive obedience to Hi8 
Father's will, and by which we are also 
led, by its kindlings in our hearts, to 
bear His yoke. 

The children had tea in the school
room, there being quite 150 present, and 
we were glad to see ~o many happy 
fe.cee. and they appeared to enjoy them
selves immensely. 

In the evening Mr. G. W. Bartlett, the 
superintendent of the Streathe.m Sun
day-echool, took the chair at the pu~Iic 
meeting. He commenced by readmg 
Mark ii. and commenting upon the 
chapter. Mr. Guille led us in prayer, 
altar which the chairman expressed his 
delight at again being present and s~e
ing eo many bright faces before him. 
He then spoke on the motto for this 
Jear, whioh was" Cleave to that which 
is good." 

The Secretary was then called upon 
to read the report, after which Mr T. 
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L. Sapey spoke a few choice words from 
Psalm cxxvi. 5, 6, dividing them into (1) 
The eowers; (2) The seed; (3) The 
field. Mr. G. W. Clark asked the 
children to "think" of the many 
prayers which were offered up on their 
behalf, of the arm upon which the 
tee.ohers leaned, of the tears shed and 
of their looking for the harvest.' Mr. 
Dale shewed the true meaning of 
Joseph's Egyptian name, which was 
given him by Pharaoh, in Gen. xii. 4/i 
(1) The revealer of secrets ; (2) The dis
coverer of hidden things, and (3) The 
Saviour of the world. 

After the speeches ce.me the prize
givinir, which occupied some time, and 
much cheering ; then the secrete.ry, on 
beha.lf of the tee.chers, ha.uded to the 
superintendent a gift of an oe.k writing
desk, e.ccomp1i.nying it with e. speech 
apprecie.tive of his services in those 
office~ which he had sc long and 
worthily fulfilled. As the presentation 
oame as a. surprise, our brother seemed 
a.lmost overcome. but he wa.s a.ble to 
-irive us a we.rm response, a.nd testimony 
the.t " Here his best friends a.nd kindred 
-dwelt." 

EBENEZER CHAPEL, WOOBURN 
GRHEN. 

THE ~ew Year's meeting was held on 
Wednesday, 11th January, when a. 
sermon was preached in the afternoon 
hy Pa.stor M.utimer, of Brentford, from 
Phil. iv. 3, "Whose na.mes a.re in the 
Book of Life," e.nd Phil. ii. 16. "Hold
ing forth the Word of Life." In illus
trating his subject he referred to the 
visit of a. sceptic to a.n Assyrian 
shepherd, who enquired of the le.tter if 
the sheep in his fold ha.d names. The 
shepherd replied by ea.Bing ont the 
na.mes of the sheep, to which they 
severe.lly e.nswered. The sceptic next en
'~ uired if he knew the sheep individually, 
which wa.s e.nswered a.ffirma.t1vely, e.nd 
also tha.t ea.eh sheep ha.d e. distinguish
i DI!' mark, One, said the shepherd, ha.d 
a. slit in his ear, another a. crooked tail, 
,mother a. bend in his leg, This coin
-cided with the Saviour's a.ccount in 
John x.," I a.m the good Shepherd," &c., 
so precisely tha.t the sceptic wa.s fully 
-convinced of the truth of the Scriptures, 
The discourse we.s much enjoyed, after 
which friencs and children sa.t down to 
tea, no charge being ma.de to the latter. 

At the evening meeting, which was 
largely atteuded, and presided over by 
the J.,aEtor, Brother Tilbury, addresses 
were given. The chairman referred to 
two new departures by the Ca.use. First, 
-co-operation in Foreign Missions. A 
collecting-box lies on the table every 
Lord'e-dav. to which scholars and 
friends freely contribute, and which 
will be very soon full. Second! y, the 
young perAons meeting (a full account 
of their meeting appears in this month's 

issue). Pastor Tilbury said it gave them 
great pleasure in welooming Mrs, 
M.utimer, who had e.ocompanied her 
husband. Brother Mntimer remarked 
that he always made a point never to 
refuse an invitation to Wooburn Green, 
e.s he invariably got a blessing there; in 
watering others, he himself got 
watered. This was warmly reoiprom1,ted 
by the entire congregation, who have 
a.l wa.yH been largely blessed by his 
ministrations on the ocoasion of bis 
visits. Addresses were also given by 
Pastor Morling e.nd brother Mayo from 
High Wycombe. 

Friends from Wycombe, Penn, and 
Ma.idenhead, put in a.n a.ppeare.nce, and 
Wooburn friends desire to thank them 
very muoh for thus enoouraging them. 
Brother Heather, of High Wycombe, 
remarked the other evening e.t a meet
ing a.t Penn tha.t the Churches require 
"cementing" together in th~ bonds of 
unity a.nd sympathy, e.nd oo-opere.ting 
with ea.eh other, and it is plee.sa.nt to 
note tha.t a stir is being ma.de in this 
direction, friends visiting each other 
a.t their various speoial gatherings, 
sympathising with ea.oh other a.nd 
working together. It gives additional 
zest to the meetings e.nd adds to the 
sweetness of the words:-

" Kindred in Christ, for His dear sake, 
A hearty welcome now receive." 

WEST CROYDON (SALEM, WIND• 
MILL-R0AD).-A speoie.l New Year's 
meeting was. held on Jan, 11th, 1905, 
when Mr. T. ,Jones, of Wandsworth, 
preached in the afternoon e.t 4 o'clock 
to a. good number of friends, from Lev. 
xvi. 2, which we.s listened to with great 
interest. After partaking of tee. in the 
sohoolroom, the friends assembled a.gain 
at 7 o'clock, when Mr. Jones preached 
from Psa. cxvi. 7, ·• Return unto thy 
rest, 0 my soul; for the Lord bath 
dealt bountifully with thee," pointing 
out Christ J eeus a.nd the believer's call 
a.nd experience in obtaining that rest. 
Thus we celebrated our New Year's 
meeting; the Lord's presence being felt, 
we had in all things a good season,-T. 
ALCORN, Seoretary. 

WHITTLESEA (ZION),-The New 
Year's tee. and meeting we.s held on 
Je.n. 5th. From various causes, such a.s 
illness, &o., the tee. we.a not quite so 
well-attended e.s usua.l. The meetinl!' 
in the evening we.s very helpful. Our 
dear pa.stor, although at the time far 
from being well, presided, e.nd was 
helped to make a few •moourl\ging 
remarks on·' the coming in of the year." 
He ea.id tha.t it we.s a. time to call to 
remembra.noe the many favours we had 
received, to erect new Ebenezers in 
e.cknowledgment of God's goodness, e.nd 
to " look up" for e.11 needed supplies, 
e.nd take courage for the future. . After 
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bis brief remarks, 11, very well-known 
friend, pe.stor B. J, N ortbfield, g-e.ve a 
spiritual and helpful 11,ddrees from tbe 
word" Looking," noticing it in severe.I 
different aspects. Pe,etor A, Morling, 
of Oottenhe.m, whose voice we he,d not 
heard before, gave a stirring- address 
from the position of the lRre.elites at 
the Red See., drawing homely 11,nd 
practical lessons from the same, which 
were much appreciated. Our earnest 
prayer is that the Holy Spirit will see,! 
nome the truth with power, and tba.t 
God will eave now, and now send 
prosperity. - C. B. 

to the ministry. He h11,d 11,lw11,ys had a. 
grea.t impression th11,t one ,:!11,y he should 
be 011,lled to preach tbe Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus ChriAt, but/ like Mary, kept 
these thing-s to himse f 11,nd pondered 
them in his heut. 

It had been his pr11,yer for yeus th&t 
he might be enabled to show to nthers 
round what 11, deu 811,vinur he h11,d found, 
and the desire bec11,me stronger ea.eh d11,y, 
until, 11,fter much pr11,yer for help 11,nd 
guidance in the m11,tter, our brother 
promised the Lord that if it were Hie 
divine will and purpose to 011,ll him he 
would go. He w11,nted it to be of the 
Lord, so did not mention 11, word to a.ny

FARNHAM, SURREY (PARK LANE). one, but it eeemsthat it was firmly fixed 
RECOGNITION services in connection upon the mind of many of his friends 
with the settlement of Mr. H.J. Pa.rker tha.t he would one da.y be enl{aged in 
a.s pa.stor took pla.ce on Dec. 7th, 1904, proclaiming the Gospel of free a.nd 
in the presence of a. la.rge number of sovereig-n gra.ce. And thus it proved 
friends. a.ga.in to be of the Lord, a.nd the call 

The a.fternoon services were presided ea.me quite unexpectedly a.t last. But 
over by our brother Medhurst, of Fleet, oar brother refused, for the which he 
who after a.nnouncing hymn a.nd suffered much. The enemy wa.s busy, 
rea.ding a short portion of the Word a.nd thrust ha.rd and sore, which could 
called upon brother Gossling, of Hartley only have one effect, and that to drive 
Wintney, to engage in prayer. him to the throne of grace for pardon, 

Brother Parker then stated his call and to seek e.ga.in the Lord's gra.cious 
by grace to the ministry and to Park- call, promising by His help and gra.ce 
lane, which he wa.s enabled to do in a never to refuse age.in. 
very earnest, simple, and soul-stirring After some months our brother was 
way. asked to supply at Swa.llowfield, near 

After desiring to thank God for the Reading, and was graciously helped a.nd 
gree.t benefits bestowed upon him in a enabled to go forth bea.ring precious 
godly parentage and a bright Christian seed, which is the Word of God. This 
example, coupled with the earnest was Nov., 1895, Other doors were now 
prayers and supplications· of a godly, opened, viz., Cricket Hill, Ya.teley, 
though much-afflicted, '.mother, our where oar brother had been brought np 
brother traced the Lord's dealings with from infancy, Farnborough, Fleet. 
him a.a a child, and was enabled to give Hartley, Wintney. Amongst these our 
abundant proof from time to time of brother was engaged almost constantly 
the work of grace in his soul. There for nearly three years, when there oame 
,vere times of repentance, sorrow, and a time of trial and suspense. He.ving
g-rief as the burden of sin and guilt cancelled his engagements at Cricket 
were le.id upon the heart and conscience, Hill through a u::isnnderste.nding- with 
which was only removed by the peace- the deacons, it was most noticeable that 
Apes.king blood of a precious Redeemer. with same all other doors were closed, 
'rhere were also times of backsliding and continued so for some time, until it 
i.nd waywardness, which would from became a source of trial and a time or 
time to time be indulged in, but always much prayer concerning same. At last 
there would follow times of repentance the thou1tht came to oar brother's mind 
and hungerings and thirstings after that havmg closed at Cricket Hill, that 
righteousness. It was in the year 1886 at Cricket Hill he would have to again 
that the Lord graciously spoke pardon commence. After being pressed by 
to the soul, and our brother wa~ eet at brethren and friends, and after again 
happy liberty. The wordo which were asking the dear Lord for another token 
applied were these, '' Thy sins which are of His favour, our brother offered to 
many are all forgiven thee." Thus the help the friends at Cricket Hill any 
Lord works Hie sovereign will among time they needed it, and strange to 
the sons of men as well as among the say, in lees than '18 hours after 
armies of hee.ven. announcing same, our brother had 

Continuing thus for some time our received e.n invitation to speak at 
brother was next exercised about the Cricket Hill, Fleet, and Fe.rnborough, 
ordinances of the Lord's house, e.nd and the Lord so blessed the testimony 
after muoh meditation and prayer, was of our brother that one dear sister was 
helped to go through the sacred rite of set at liberty, and shortly after came 
believer's be.ptism, being baptized, with forwa.rd and we,s baptized. This we.s in 
four others, on the first Lord's-day in 1900, and from that day till now our 
April, 1893, by Mr. W. Prior, of London. I brother he,s been enabled to go forth in 
Our brother's mind was next directed the might of God's spirit. Other invi-
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tA,ti_ons were now reoeived, amongst 
wh1oh waR that of Farnham. Thie was 
March, 1902, and heoontinued to supply 
through 1902 and 1903, In October 1903 
an unanimouP invite to supply f~r si~ 
months was sent from the Churoh at 
Farnham, and beini;r helped, encouraged, 
and blest of the Lord, was accepted, and 
we are bold to say th&t it is all of the 
Lord from first to last. The members 
prese~t were oalled upon to give 
sanction to s&me by ste.nding. 

The hands of the pastor-elect being 
joined with the senior deacon, brother 
C. Attfield. the recognition prayM was 
offered by brother W. Chisnall, of 
-Guildford. 

Brother E. Mitchell, of London, was 
next called upon to give the charge to the 
pastor. The portion which our brother 
chose for the oocasion is found in 
Rev. ii. 10 (last clause)," Be thou faith
ful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life." We were led to consider 
this from two points : 1st, A stirring 
exhortation; and 2ndly, A stimulating 
encouragement. 

It was a profitable time, and one we 
hope will, by the help of God, never be 
forgotten. 

Tea was then partaken of. The even
ing service wae presided over by brother 
Brand, of Guildford. Opening again 
with hymn and reading. brother 
Mitchell was ca.lled upon to offer pra.yer. 
After a.nother hymn, our Chairman 
gave an address, based on the words 
found in Exod. xxi. 1-6. His remarks 
were well received, and much enjoyed. 

Brother Chisnall next gave the charge 
to the Church from Matt. xviii. 20. 1st, 
A New Testament Church; and 2ndly, 
A New Testament Minister. 

Brother Medhurst next followed with 
Psa.. xxxvii. 23, and it wa.s flood to hear 
uf the Lord's dealings with His serva.nts 
in their days of prosperity and adversity. 

Brother Lawrenoe, also of Fleet, spoke 
from 2 Tim. iv., first few verses. 

A most pleasa.nt and profitable time 
came to a close all too soon, and the 
sillging of the Doxology expressed our 
heart's prayer to and for all. 

Collections in all .£4 10s. 2d., which, 
after expenses deducted, were handed 
to the pastor, who desires to thank 
those friends who so kindly helped. 

ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

BOW (MOUNT ZION).-On January 
15th and 17th New Year's meeting was 
held. On the 15th, two sermons were 
preached by the pastor, Mr. W. H. Lee. 
On Tuesday, the 17th, Brother Cornwell, 
of Brixton, pre1ided over the meeting, 
and afte reading and expounding the 
12th of Acts, called on Brother Borham 
to seek the Lord's bles9illfl, Brother 
Rundell, of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
delivered an able addresH from Psalm 

cxxxiv.-Jaoob and his spiritual seed. 
Bro her Smith spoke of spiritual light 
lrom Isa. Ix. 19, Brother Fountain on 
"Fear not." A few words from the 
pastor olosed a very spiritual meeting. 

SOMERSHAM.--On January HJth 
the New Year's tea metiting was held, 
a very happy time being spent. The 
cbair was occupied by Mr. Ladbrook, 
who gave a very suitable address. Pas
to~ Ransom followed, reviewing bis 16 
years' labours. Mr. F. J. Harsa t, of 
Wattisham, gave a solemn and earnest 
address from " Where is the God of 
Elijah?" 

STAINES. - Sunday Scbool Anni• 
versary serv ces have just been held. 
On Lord's day, January 15th, Mr. W. 
Stanley Martin conducted the mornitg 
~nd evening services, which were very 
mteresting nnd instructive. Mr. Jodeph 
McKee presided at the children's service 
ill the afternoon, wbe several scholars 
recited portions of Scripture, hymns, 
&c., Mr. Martin giving the address. On 
Thursday afternoon, the 19th, ;JHr. J. 
E. Flegg delivered a very suitable and 
encouraging discourse. Tea we.s pro
vided in t.he schoolroom, at which all 
the tables were filled and the repast 
greatly enjoyed. At the evening meet
ing Mr. Tllos. W'ild was chairman. Ad
dresses were gj ven by Messrs. A.Jeffs, J. 
Cowdrey, and J.E. Flegg. There were 
also several recitations, w bich were well 
received. The report, as road by the 
secretary, Mr. John Holden, was very 
encouraging. We again bless the .Lord 
for the past year's mercies, also for the 
anniversary services, which were all well 
attended. The singing at all the 
services was very good, great credit being 
due to the conductor. The collect! ons 
were most encouraging, thus showing 
the interest taken in this good work of 
Sunday-school instruction. We thank 
all our friends, trusting they may be 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).-On the 18th 
January it was the 'writer's privilege 
to be present at the afternoon service 
and tea in the above place of worship 
(to which his grandmother, who was a 
member, u6ed regularly to walk 4½ 
miles), when we found a chapel fairly 
well filled for such an occasion. A 
savoury discourse WBS delivered by pastor 
H T. Chilvers from the words, "He 
knoweth the way that I take." Tea 
followed, and the evening meeting 
proved profitable, with addresses by 
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Brethren Hansom, Chilvers, Ling, the 
pas tor, and others. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE Society bo.s suatained o. great loss 
by the death on Je.uuary 8tti of Mr. W. 
J. Parks, i ta 11,oting treasurer. For 
twenty yee,rs he be,d moat efficiently 
filled this office ; his time and sym
pathies were unstintedly given to the 
Institution, which has never had 11, 
truer friend. He showed his love to the 
Lord's aged poor in many we.ye, e.nd his 
l{enie.l presence and gre,cious words will 
oe sorely missed by the recipients. 

•• 
" All who had the privilege of working 

with him were deeply attached to him, 
and admired the grace of God in him. 
He we.a a steadfast believer in the 
foundation truths upon which the 
Society is based, and among his de
µ11,rted personal friends were Joseph 
Irons, James Wells, J. J. West, and 
James Battersby. The home-call to this 
beloved friend he.a created a gap indeed 
in the hearts of the executive of the 
Institution, who will ever cherish his 
fragrant memory. . . • The lady visitors of the Hornsey Rise 
Home kindly supplied the inmates with 
small joints of meat for Christme.e, and 
ttlose ID the Stamford Hill and Brighton 
Homes received similar gifts. The 
rriends in the Ce.mberwell Home had a 
tee., as usual. Thus a.11 were remem
bered during the month. 

• * • In view of the increasing number of 
pensioners, and the consequent finan
cial pressure, additional snpport be
comes more urgently needed, and the 
help of all who wish the Society well is 
asked in obtaining new annual contri
butions of 7s. and upwards. It is the 
smaller sums that a.re espeoie.lly useful 
in maintaining the work e.t its present 
level. .. 

Upwards of 7,800 •aged pilgrims have 
beep. granted lifo pensions during the 
well-nigh one hundred years of the 
Society's history, e.nd more than 
£353,000 have beon distributed. This 
is e. retrospect that may well evoke 
praise to our oovene.nt-keeping God ; 
and though ea.oh year has its 
appointed she.re of aifliculties e.nd 
trials, it also brings e.bunde.noe of grace 
and blessings. 

MRS. JOHN Bmrn. 
We reoord with sorrow the almost 

une.ntioipated death on Saturday, Janu
ary 21st, of Mrs. John Bush, of King-

ston-on-Tbe.mes; the wife of oar beloved 
friend the minister of Zion Ch>l.ptl. ~ew 
Cross Road. We are sure that un, ver.•e.l 
sympathy will be folt for our dee,r 
friend in his heart-crushing bereave
ment. 

MIRIAM COOK 
Of West End Farm, Mellis, Suffolk. 
passed away December 3rd, 1904, in her 
70th year, having for some time been e. 
painful sufferer with a. m11,lady which 
the beat medical skill proved unava.iling 
to check. Her morta.l remains were 
interred in the old church yard 
Mellis, Tuesday, 6th December. I~ 
a.ccord with the wi•h of deceased and 
the family, Pastor R. Mutimer, of 
Bren_tford, officiated. N otwitbstanding 
the mcessant downpour of rain, a large 
number of relatives and sympathisers 
gathered at the grave-side. The deceased 
havii.g been a regular worijhipper at 
Stoke Ash Baptist Chapel. where her 
son, K. Cook, is the esteemed superin
tendent of the Sa.bbath School, the 
above place was well represented by 
the presence of Mr. E. Hitchcock, Mr. 
Copping, C. Dealt, F. Rose, and Mr. 
Colson, and many otbert. The dear 
departed one w11,s a lover of the house 
of God, the people of God, and the 
Christ of God, but waa never able to 
make a public profession ; bot the 
sorrowing husband e.nd family can well 
aJ!proprie.te the line~ of the hymn in 
relation to the home-call of their deo.r 
one. 
"Say, wby should friendship grieve for 

those 
Wbo safe arrive on Canaan's shore? 
Released from all their hurtful foes, 
They are not lost, but gone before." 

MR. W. G. FAUNCH (of Ebenezer, 
Clevel11,od-roa.d, llford). 

It is with deepest regret that we have 
to announce the removal by death of 
our dearly-loved brother, Mr. W. G. 
F1.1n110.h, the senior dee.con. For about 
forty yea.re he laboured e.ssidnoosly for 
the cause of God in this place, and we 
cannot but feel grateful to God for the 
~leasing which tbronirnout this long 
period attended his efforts. He was 
before all things a ma.n of peace and 
quietude, loved by all who knew him, 
because of the gr11,ce of God which they 
saw to he in Him. His doubts and fea.rs 
were many, but the Lord never 11,llowed 
him to be in very deep aonl-trooble. If 
e. time of refreshing were granted him, 
he would " thank God and take 
ooure.ge." It is neither our desire nor in
tention to enumerate our brother's vir
tues; it is the very le,st thing he himself 
would wish, but to 11,dd that by God's 
gra.ce he we.s induced to do much for us 
as a Churob. Me.inly through bis 
instrumentality the Cause was kept 
open e.t a. time when it was in such low 
water that notices had been posted 
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announcing the date when the doors 
would be olosed. The ground upon 
which our oha.pel is now built wa~ his 
gift, a further piece being recently given 
by his liberality for extensions when re
quired. He was spared to see the Cause 
in a fairly prosperous oondition, as it 
now is. and free from debt. Early last 
year he suffered much from a. diseased 
bone in the right foot, having to under
go three operations before recovery. 
During this time he wa.s ma.king 
a.rra.nirements for remove.I to Chipping, 
near Bnntingford; but before the time 
for the change of residence arrived, a. 
fresh ma.lady manifested itself -
tumours in the inside. He removed to 
his new residence on the 4th of October, 
a.nd lingered until the 26th of Decem• 
ber, when the Lord took him. During 
his last illness he was enabled to rest 
peacefully and confidently upon Christ 
as his one and only hope of eternal life. 
Those who were favoured to be with 
him, as well as the writer, were agreed 
that it was :. pleasure to be in his 
company during the last few weeks of 
his life. His conversation was in 
heaven, and he wonld say, "If I held 
my tongue, the very stones would cry 
out," when speaking of the goodness of 
God to him. The devil was not per
mitted to harass him much in his last 
day9. His last mesBBge to the Church 
was "Let brotherly love continue." 
May the Lord grant an answer to his 
petition. Daniel Herbert's " Dying 
Christian" was his great favourite 
when his end drew near. He passed 
away very peacefully, being buried in 
Buckland Churchyard on the la.et da.y 
of the old year, nearly all the family 
following. As a Church, we have sus
tained a great loss; as a brother, 
natural and spiritual, I mourn the loss 
of a dear relative, with whom I ba.ve 
walked and talked for fifty years, and 
ce.n truly say that for the la.et thirty 
years we have ta.ken sweet counsel 
together. A funeral sermon wae 
preached by our pastor on Lord's-day, 
January 1st, from the words, "Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the up
right, for the end of that ma.n is peace." 
There was a good attendance of sorrow
ing rela.tiveB a.nd friends. - GEo. S. 
FAUNCH. 

DANIEL LA WBENCE. 

The Church at Shalom Oval, Hackney 
Road, has again suetained a. severe Joas 
by the home-call of another of the 
beloved dee.cons who has been asso
ciated with the above place for upwards 
of 38 years. He first became a member 
of the Bible Class presided over by 
Brother H. D. Mobbs, now of Southend, 
and wa.s a very regular attendant. For 
some time after he had joined the class 
he was in much darkness of aoul, but 
our ever gracious Lord, through the 

ministry of the late Mr. H. Myerson 
dispersed the gloom, and at his baptism 
revealed Himself to him as his own 
personal Saviour. About 20 years ago 
our brother was led to take oharge of a 
olass of lads in the Sunday School. 
Here he was blest, and some of his 
scholars now love to tell to others the 
precious things they lea.rned from him. 
He wa.s a man who did not mind what 
pa.rt of the Master's work wa.s given 
him. He wa.s a.s happy in conduoting 
the Infant Class as the Bible Class. To 
know him wa.s to love a.nd respect him. 
He always put the Lord first. How 
many of God's dear peopleheha.s, under 
God, been the means of comforting we
ca.nnot tell. He wa.s ever happy in 
helping the poor a.nd needy a.s fa.r a.a he 
wa.s able a.nd would say, when gra.titude
was expressed, Thank God, not me. S0111" 
of us oa.n ill-afford to lose those we have 
been a.ssocia.ted with for nearly forty 
years, and who,like our la.tedea.r brother, 
have filled the office of deacon and Bible 
Class teacher. Truly he could sa.y, to 
Ii ve is Christ. The visits of Brethren 
Mobbs, Cooper, a.nd Henson, as well a.a 
their kind letters, much cheered our 
brother during his long and painful 
illness. A few days prior to his death, 
Brother Henson sent a. card with the 
precious words, "Your life is hid with 
Christ in God," which he repeatedly 
requested his wife and daughter to
read to him, and even when unable 
to speak he would point to the card. 
a.nd his face would brighten as he 
again heard the words. Truly the words 
of the poet expressed his experience--

" 'Tie religion that can give 
Sweetest pleasures while we live; 
'Tis religion mnst supply, 
Solid comfort when we die." 

Thie is all of Grace. Quite up to the 
last week of his life our brother wa.• 
anxious to know of the welfare of the 
Church and School .. t Shalom. Fre-
1.J.llently after tbe writer ha.d offered 
prayer for God'R presence in his sick 
chamber, he would say, •· J11t1t one 
minute before yon go," a.nd then he 
would lift up his heart to aod for 
resignation and patience to his Father'H 
will, a.nd then at parting would say, 
" I a.m in my Father's hands; He will do 
only that which is right." He'.wa.s called 
home on December 26th. All that wa.a 
mortal wa.s conveyed to hie beloved 
Shalom on January 2ad, when a most 
solemn and impressive service was con
ducted by Brethren H. D. Mobbs a.nd T. 
Henson, after which he wa.s laid to rest 
till the Resurrection morning in Ilford 
Cemetery. On Sunday, January 15th, 
Brother Henson conducted a rema.rka.ble 
memorial service, when e. large congre· 
ga.tion of friends and employees were 
present, a. further account of whioh will 
appear, "with the Editor's permission," 
next month.-C. FEWSTEB. 
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A PAINFUL ENQUIRY AND A SAT18F'ACTORY 
EXPLA~ATIUX. 

BY EDWARD MITCHELL, CLERKENWELL. 

"Why am I thus? "-Gen. xxv. 22. 

A PURITAN writer observes that" God gives promises to His people, 
and then appears to write death across them." God's original 

promise to Abram, when He called him to leave his country and his 
Kindred, was "I will make of thee a great nation." Abram believed the 
Word, and came out from his kindred, and then God appears to allow 
the condition of Abram and Sarah to become such as, from the natural 
point of view, rendered the fulfilment of the promise an impossibility. 
In dealing thus with Abram He tried His faith, and at the same time 
conveyed an important instruction to him, and to all the people of God 
-that the true children are not born after the flesh, but in a super
natural way, by the efficacy of the promise. But after Isaac's birth the 
promise seems to tarry, for at sixty, after twenty years of married life, 
Isaac was cliildless. • This state of things led to earnest prayer-" Isaac 
intreated the Lord for his wife." Thus early in the history of the 
Church do we learn what was plainly declared by the mouth of His 
servant Ezekiel many ages afterwards, " I will yet for thes~ things be 
enquired of by the House of Israel, to do it for them." The promise 
comes first, afterwards the'fulfi.lnient, but midway between the promise 
and the fulfiment stan.d.s prayer, which was 

" Appointed to convey the blessings God designs to give .. " 

He who believingly pleads the promise is sure to prevail. Isaac is 
an example of this. God heard his prayer, and granted his request. But 
answered prayers not infrequently bring fresh exercises to the soul. 
Rebekah was greatly disturbed. Something q nite beyond and outside 
the ordinary and natural experience of women distressed ,and distracted 
her, and led to the enquiry of our text. This is 11, veritable accoum 
of what befell Rebekah, bnt though we are by no means in love with 
the school of allegorists, who too frequently made the sacred· Word 
a nose of wax which they fashion according to their own wild and unre • 
strained fancies, yet we cannot but think there iij a mystery underlying 
this piece of history. As in the account of Sarah and Hagar there was 
a great spiritual tru:th underlying the natur:i.l' facts, so we think there is 
here. 'l'he answer of the Lord to Rebekah's enquiry seems to set this 
beyond doubt. At any r_ate,-we think it may be fairly allowed us to 
notice some spiritual experiences which the incident suggests to our 
mind. We know, how the Apostle applies this portion of the sacred 
records .to prove the sovereign election of God, but our object is to ac
commodate the words to the experience of Ch1·istains, taking Rebekah 
as rep1·esenting the believer, in whose soul flesh and spirit carry on a 

VOL. LXI. MARCH, 1905. F 
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continual conflict. Our paints are fonr~the e:cperience, the enquiry, th,1 
explanati:011, and the encoura,qeinent. 

THE EXPERIENCE, 

Following the line already indicated, we speak of the experience of 
believers. They learn by experience the truth of Paul's words, "The 
flesh lusteth ag,.inst the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh: and these 
are contrary the one to the other : so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye ~ould." Concerning this experience we remark that it is peculiar. 
Only the heaven-born soul is acquainted with it. There is, indeed, 
~ometimes in the natural man a conflict between passion and principle, 
which may appear a little to resemble this spiritual conflict. A man's 
passions tempt him to ~iome act which his understanding and conscience 
condemn. In some instances the conflict may be severe and protracted, 
and it may be that conscience obtains the victory, though more fre
quPntly passion gets its w11,y. Yet, though there may be some 
resemblance, Lhe conflict which a natural man may feel is a very different 
thing to that inward spiritual conflict which the child of God endures. 
The natural man's conflict seldom gets bey'ond acts; the spiritual man's 
conflict extends to the thoughts, movings. and motives of the heart and 
mind. This is ground the mere formalist does not tread, but with 
which the truly spiritual man is well acquainted. 

This experience is also painful. The Apostle Paul had a stout heart, 
and endured with undaunted courage the many hardships, pains, and 
persecutions his Master called him to pass through. In the Philippian 
jail, with a sore body, and in a most uncomfortable and painful position, 
no moans of distress i,sued from his lips, but prayers and praises arose 
to God from that loathsome cell. In all his sufferings and trials he is a. 
cheery optimist, rejoicing even in his tribulations; but when engaged in 
this spiritual conflict it is far otherwise with him. In Rom. vii. he 
gives us an anatomy of his soul exercises. Cabined, confined, and 
thwarted in his endeavours after holy service ; offended, stung, and 
tortured by the uprising of things within him which he loathed, and 
even brought into captivity by the law of sin, be cries out in his strong 
agony, "0 wretched man that I am ! Who shall d~liver me from the 
body of this death ? " Yet even here hope comes to his rescue, and " he 
thanks God through Jesus Christ our Lord." Not to feel, and feel 
keenly, the conflict augurs insensibility, and may indicate death, but it 
is not the part of wisdom to stop at the groan, and overlook the cause 
we have for toankfulness, even in the midst of the conflict. 

But, again, this experience is not unfreque!ltly perplexing. The 
subject of it scarcely knows what judgment to come to concerning him
self when thus well nigh torn asunder with this inward conflict. 
Newton, in his well-known hymn, which seems, in part at least, to have 
been euggested by this port,ion of the Word, personating the tried and 
perplexed weak believer, makes him say :-

I love, why a.m I thus? 
Why this cold and lifeless frame ? 

Hardly sure ca,n they be worse 
Who have never heard His Name I" 

The hymn appears to have been intended for such as have not 
experienced a clear deliverance. But it may equally apply to such as 
after a season of great joy, when they have realised their sins forgiven, 
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and persons justified and " accepted in the Beloved," find their joys 
decline, and the foes, whom they had fondly supposed to be dead, revive 
again and _fiercely attack their souls. How per~lexed are t~ey under 
this expenence I Tempted, too, to suppose their departed Joys were 
only a delusion. If it was the work of God in my soul, why am I thus ? 
And thus the soul may be tos,ed npon the billows of perplexity. But 
this may be the case with some who have long believed in the Lord. 
·•rhere comes a season when their in ward foes develope fresh activity 
aud seem altogether beyond control. They have never been so buffeted 
previously. They have never seen and felt the evils of their fallen nature 
like this before. They seem to be inwardly rent asunder. "The good 
that the_y would they do not, but the evil which they would not, that 
they do." PerplP-xed and dismayed they cry out, " Why am I thus 1" 

This experience is, too, more or less perpetual so long ;;s we dwell in 
the body. The flesh grows no better. We have no quarrel with the 
term" progres,ive B!l.nctification" so long as it is understood of the 
development of the new man, the believrr's growth in grace and in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesu~ Christ, but we incline to think that the 
more a man is really sanctified, the more the conflict will be felt. His 
Jicrht will be clearar, enabling him to discern sin where he did not 
s;spect its existence; and his sensibility will be greater, whereby the 
presence of sin will be more keenly felt. It is a point of great impor
,tance that we should know that tbe flesh will fight to the bitter end, and 
be present with us until the last gasp ; for it will save us from carnal 
security on the one hand, and despondency on the other. We shall be 
on our guard against our enemy, and, while hating the flesh with a 
perfect hatred, we shall not be unduly cast down when we feel its 
strivings, or detect its deceitful workings. 

We now come to notice 
THE ENQUIRY. 

Rebekah's conduct discovers both grace and wisdom, for "she went to 
enquire of the Lord." What method she observed it is needless for as 
to enquire We know in what way we must enquire in Gospel days. 
We shall do well to take all our hard cases to the Lord in humble 
prayer, and look to get our difficulties resolved by means of His Word. 
There may have been some petulance in Rebekah's mind. "If it be so, 
why am I thus ? " sounds a little like some disturbance of temper as 
well as of mind. Anyway, we have need to be on our gua.rd, for the 
fle,h is an unruly beast, and may even infect our prayers. Not a few 
have been tempted to think it was better with them when in Egypt than 
now they ar.i in the wilderness. Impatience is, alas, a very common fault 
with tempted and tried believeri!. The patient Job was not always free 
from it. Let us not forget that its commonness does not lessen the evil 
o[ its nature. Impatience too often issues in murmurings, and even 
rebellion. "Let patience have her perfect work." 

The enquiry expresses doubt and wonder. "If the Lord be with ns, 
why then is all this evil befallen us ? " said one very sorrowfully. So 
Newton depicts the tried and weak believer saying :-

"Could my heart so hard remain, 
Pray'r e. te.sk e.nd burden prove ; 

Ev'ry trifle give me pa.in, 
If I knew a Saviour's love? 

When I turn my eyes within, 
All is dark, and vain, and wild ; 

Filled with unbelief and sin, 
Can I deem myself e. child ?" 
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lf T am a child, why am I thus ? 
J.qnorrfllce of God's dMli:n_qs is al.~o 01111arent. " The same afflictions 

are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world," dear tried one. 
Yon are not alone in these exercises, as you suppose. No strange thing 
hRs really befallen you. Hear how accurately your case is described by 
Newton. 
" I asked the Lord that I might grow Instea<l of this, He mnde me feel 

In faith, and love, and ev'ry The hidden evils of my heart; 
grace; And let the angry pow'rs of hell 

l\Iight more of His salvation know, Assault my rnul in ev'ry pa.rt. 
And seek more earnestly His face. • Lord, why is this?' I trembling cried. 

I hoped that in some favoured hour 'Wilt Thou pursue Thy worm to 
At once He'd answer my request; death?' 

And by His love's constre.ining ' 'Tis in this way,' the Lord replied, 
pow'r, ' I answer pray'r for gre.ce e.nd 

Subdue my sins, and give me rest. faith.'" 

These inward trials under His divine and unening direction serve to 
free us from self, and cause us to cleave closer to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

But however disturbed, distressed, ·or disheartened we may be the 
throne of grace is our refuge. let us, like Rebekah, take it all to God 
in prayer. It is our privilege to pour out our hearts before Him-that is, 
to pour out ail that is in our hearts-our fears, anxieties, perplexities, 
troubles, and sorrows. In these respects, "Just as I nm" should be our 
watchword. He has an ear to hear us, a heart to sympathise with us, 
and ability and inclination to aEsist us. Let us then enquire of the 
Lord. 

We notice next 
THE EXPLANATION. 

The Lord is His own interpreter. He both can and will resolve our diffi
culties. He does this sometimes by His Word; it may be when we are 
searching it, or He may bring some portion to our minds with power, 
savour, and enlightenmerit. Not unfrequently He employs His servantB, 
who are themselves exercised, tried, cast down, and also comforted and 
cheered for this very purpose. Herein lies much of the value of a truly 
experimental miniEtry. The people, with wonder and delight, bear their 
own inward exercises described, and have them explained to them, • albei~ 
the preacher is quite ignorant that be is speaking to them particularly. 
Says Paul, "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort : Who comforteth us 
in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 
God." 

The explanation shows that the opposition is natural and inevitable. 
The believer is the subject of two principles that are diametrically 
opposed to each other; that can no more dwell peaceably together than 
can fire and -water ; just as, when fire and water come into collision, the 
water will strive to quench the fire, and the fire endeavour to disperse 
the water into vapour, so the natural corruption in man will and must 
fight against the new heavenly principle of grace, which has been 
implanted in eYery regenerated man. "The law of sin which is in the 
members will conflict" with the "law of the mind'' of every true 
believer. There is no escape from this while life lasts here. The con-
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flict has arisen because the man has been regenerated. This expl::iins 
the otherwise mystery in the mos~ satisfactory way, for the conflict 
proves that its subject is a possessor of spiritual life. For-

" It ie a eign of life within, to groan beneath the p~w·r of sin." 

The last point that claims our attention is 

THE ENCOURAGEMENT. 

Rebekah was informed that "the elder should serve the younger." 
Spiritualised, this means that grace shall reign. Nature is the firstborn 
in us, while grace is the younger. 80 also it is written, " Sin shall not 
have dominion over you, for ye are not under the law, but under grace." 
This is good new~ to the fighting, and, it miy b~, the almost fainting, 
spirit. Here is gracious encouragement to every believing warrior. 
The victory is assured. Even here and nciw, while engaged in the 
conflict, we may in a measure triumph. '' Walk in the spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh," though you may be plagued with 
and hinderei by them. Grace has s~cured for us that we shall overcome. 
Let us rest upon the gracious Word of our God, gird on the :um our more 
•tightly, grasp our weapons more firmly, and advance undauntedly to the 
battle. God will give us the victory. Soon our foe will be annihi
lated, and we shall enter into the full enjoyment of a glorious triumph 
through His grace. 

" 0 glorious hour I O bleat abode I 
I shall be near, and like my God ; 
And flesh and sin no more control 
The sacred passions of my soul." 

GOD IS LOVE. 
"GOD is love" Himself. When His love ceases to be, He ceases to 

be, which is impossible. In this love, He chose all His p'ople ; 
so we may safely say there will be nothing lacking towards them that a 
holy Triune God can do, His wisdom can invent, or His power perform. 
" Israel sh11,ll be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation." 
·" 0, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! " 
All His attributes, His infinity of ,rrace, love, wisdom, power, and 
mercy, beam forth in His covenant relatiL:mship to His people, in His 
own time and way ; and out of this deep spring their salvation and 
glory. Yet His glorious Church, without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, c,1,n never add one iota to Him. If she could, then before she 
was brought into existence the glorious Jehovah was not perfect ; He 
received an addition, which would be blasphemy to think. Who bath 
first give;i to Him, and it shall be recornpensed to him again? " For 

-of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things. To whom be 
glory for ever. Amen."-Memoir of Eli Ashdown, page 60. 

FouR GRACIOUS ATTAINMENTS.-Four things are hard to attain to, 
and to walk in : Thy will be done; give Me thy heart; deny thyselj; 
only believe. When grace thus reigns it· is well.-·Memoir of Eli 
Ashdown, page 223. 
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THE Y ALUE OF THE DIVINE SCRIPTURES. 
BY EnwrN WHITE, ENON CHAPEL, WooLwrcH. 

(Concluded from last month). 

IY.-THE precionrness of the Holy Oracles of truth appears yet further 
when we consider THEIR SUFFICIENCY. They are suflhient in their 
matter to instruct our mind. If we had no other book and were well 
acquainted with this, we should be no mean scholars. "They are able 
to make wise unto salvation." No other book will do this. In vain 
we ask science and philosophy, How shall man be just with God ? This. 
book alone solves the important problem, and it does so most satisfactorily. 
The highest intellecr, here finds a plan beyond human reason of the 
highe~t order-sublime, for it is Goct's conception, worthy of Himself ; 
and, like all His glorious works, it is so perfect it needs no embellishment 
from puny man. 

It is sufficient to answer all the cavils of unbelief. 
"This is the Judge which ends the strife 

Where wit e.nd wisdom fa.ii." 

It is 1,ufficient as a basis for our faith to rest upon secure. We can 
live and die upon its sacred truths. Its doctrines are a solid founda
tion. Its promises are tl:e pillars. The oath and covenant of God 
are the bulwarks of onr faith; we need no other. The person, merit, 
and atonement of Christ which it reveals is sufficient for all our salvation 
and our hope. It is sufficient at all times. Whatever advances are 
made in learning, the Bible does not become obsoletP. It is always before 
the times, for it carries us on into eternity. It is sufficient for all man's 
deepes~ needs, sinful and fallen as he is. There is everything in it to 
lift him up and place him higher than angels are. It stills the throbbings 
of a longing heart hungering for God ; it eases the guilty conscience and 
gives true peace ; its trutbs rested upon, fill and satisfy the believing 
son!. so tbat no more is needed but heaven itself at last to consummate 
the bliss. 

V.-THEIR VERACITY.-The Word of God cloaks nothing, or 
conceals it in any way. The glaring faults of its characters are as faith• 
fully set forth as their virtuee. Abraham's prevarication about his wife 
and his sin with Hagar, as well as his noble faith and implicit obedience 
to God's command regarding the offering up of his son Isaac are recorded; 
David's lust, adultery, and murder are written down without any extenua
tion of his grave fanlts ; Peter's blasphemy and base denial of his Lord, 
as well as his brave confession of faith. We have a faithful picture of 
fallen maI!. and the drPadful outflow of all the sin of his wicked heart in 
rebellion against a holy God, side by side with the manifestation of the 
fathomless rlqJtbs of God's mercy and love to sinners; we have the 
spotless character of Christ, who was purity, love and truth embodied in 
human form, and we have man's inveterate hatred of the Son of God. 
Tbe picture is sad and humbling that man should be guilty of such foul 
crimes which are recorded in the Bible, but they, nevertheless, are 
abwlute facts which cannot be gainsaid. Fiction may paint her heroes 
with all the noblest virtues and hide all the deficiencies and vices. The 
Bible neYer dm-s that. It would not he a true book if it did. Its faith
ful impartiality stamps it with undeniable veracity through all the ages 
jn every detail which it records. 
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VI.-THEIR SIMPLICITY.-The Bible contains the loHiest thoughts. 
couched in the most sublime language of all literature, but it is still a 
book written for the "common people." It visits the Court and tells of 
the doings and sayings of kings, but it moves in rural scenes. It speaks 
to the ploughman as he tills the soil, and the shepherd on the hillside as 
he feeds and guards his flock, in language which they can readily under
stand. It has a message for the fisherman toiling amid daily peril on 
the deep. He feels that the God who guve the Bible knew just his danger 
and his need. The mother, with her home duties so exacting and 
wearying, often finds comfort and help in the grand old Book-the very 
word she needs. The child, young and inexperienced, will find here 
sacred lessons just suited to their age and capacity ; but best of all is it.i 
simplicity in the matter of the soul's Ralvation. Here we.find no involved 
theories, but heaven's simple plan ; "Believe on the Lord .Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt b~ saved." It poiats out clearly the path to heaven for 
simple souls ; he who makes this Book his guide shall not err. It 
speaks to the heart rather than the intellect, and its language is under
stood by all those who love God, whether they are versed in human 
learning or not. They are taught of God, and know the meaning of His 
Word, for it answers as an echo to their inner experience, or rather 
their experience answers to the Word. 

VIL-THEIR CERTAINTY.-Tbe Bible is not written in dubious 
language. Its writers spoke because they knew; there is no hesitancy 
in the Bible statement; no apologies are made, no requests to accept its 
statements if they are proved to be true. We are req nested to " Search 
the Scriptures," but it is to prove that we are wrong if our opinions are 
not in harmony with God's Word. The Bible speaks with absolute 
inerrancy. The slight error8 (if there are any) in its translation do 
not alter its certainty. We have the Word of God. We have not followed 
cunningly devised fables. The Bible has stood the test of all the critics, 
and will stand when hostile works against the Bible have all perished and 
been forgotten. The Bible will still remain an impregnable fortress 
when all the shafts of man's unbelief have fallen blunted and broken at 
its base. It will still continue to speak in solemn certain tones to the 
sons of men-of God, of sin, of salvation, of heaven, and of hell. It will 
remain, as long as the world doth stand, a certain trustworthy guide to all 
heaven-bound pilgrims in every age. They will never miss their way 
to that celestial city who follow its teachiogs. Those who live by the 
troths of this Book will be ea.Im and secure in every storm; their lives 
will be fragrant with holy deeds ; no one will have cause to doubt 
" Whose they are and whom they serve," and when their journey is com
pleted and the cold water~ of death are surging around them, they will 
have no cause to fear. An abundant entrance into the haven of eternal 
peace shall be most assuredly ministered unto them in that hour. They 
who commit themselves to the sure teaching of this Book will have cer
tainty in life, calm support in death, an eternal abode for ever and 
for ever in bliss.• 

The following verses, with scriptural c.onfirrnations, are extracted from 
an old Bible, published in 1600. Though often reprinted, they will 
~ur meditations to a befitting close :-____ _ _____ _ 

* The author's manusoript ends here. The quaint and suggestive verses, 
with the truly spiritual prayer, a.re extracted from our Brother S. T. Belcher's 
"Here a.nd There," for February, 1905. 
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INCOMPARABLE TREASURE. 

Esai. xii. 3 and xlix. 10. 
Reu. 21, 6, and 22, 17. 
Jerem. xxxiii. 15. 
Psal. cxix., clx:. 

Reu. ii. 7, xx:ii. 2. 
Pse.l. cxix., cxlii., cxliv. 
Jon vi. 35. 

Luke ii.10. 

Ephes. vi. 16. 

Matt. vii. 6. 

2 Pet. ii. 22. 

Matt. vi. 22. 

Pse.l. cxi.x. 27, 73. 

Jude 20. 

Psal. cxix. 11. 

Joshua. i. 8. 
Pse.l. i. 1, 2. 
Psal. xciv. 12, 13. 

Here is the spring where wu.ters flowe 
To quenche our hea,te of sinne ; 

Here is the Tree where Trueth doth grow 
To lea,de our liues therein. 

Here is the iudge the.t stints the strife 
When Mens deuises faile ; 

Here is the bree.d that feedes the life 
That deu.th cannot e.ssaile. 

The tidings of saluation dee.re 
Comes to our eares from hence : 

The fortress of our fe.ith is here, 
And shielde of our defence. 

Then be not like the hogge the.t hath 
A pee.de at his desire, 

And takes more pleasure in the trough, 
And we.llowing in the mire. 

Reade not this booke in e.ny oe.se 
But with a single eye; 

Reade not but first desire God's grace 
To understand thereby. 

Pray still' in faith with this respect 
To sanotifie therein, 

That knowledge may bring this effect 
To mortifie thy sinne. 

Then happy thou in all thy life 
Whatso to thee befalles, 

Yea, double happie shall thou be 
When God by death thee callas. 

A PRA.Y ER.-O gratious God and most mercifull Father, which has vouchsafed 
vs the rich and precious iewel of thy holy worde, assist us with thy Spirite 
that it may be written in our hearts to our euerlasting comfort to reform vs, 
to renew vs, according to thine owne image, to build vs vp and edifie vs, into the 
perfect building of thy Christ, sanctifying and encreasing in vs all heauenly 
vertues. Gre.unt this, 0 hee.uenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

TRE MINISTRY OF 
OF 

FLOWERS IN 
MOURNING. 

BY ''SEXAGENARIAN.'' 

THE HOUSE 

IN our youth it was the fashion to make Death-even in the case of 
Chriotians-most dolorous and gruesome. Funerals were environed 

with every possible accessory of gloom. Strange garmenti were donned, 
hideous cloaks worn, females hid their heads in hoods, and men assumed 
scarfs and hat-bands. Black feathers must be displayed and a costly 
pall used, or due respect to the memory of the deceased was not, as it 
was considered, shown. 

We are wiser now. We feel that sorrow for the dead and sympathy 
'll'ith the bereaved can be far more aptly expressed than by sucb doleful 
symbolism. Our tender and regretful thoughts are therefore generally 
signified by floral gifts, to be distributed around the chamber where the 
foffined form awaits interment, or to be laid upon, or cast into the grave. 

Flowers-the most beautiful of God's earthly creations-are thus 
H10.de emblems-significant, though silent-of some of our holiest and 
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deepest fee!ings. Who h88 _not felt a me.tsure of consolst:on, hope, and 
tenderness m response to their mute eloquence and suggestive te3timony ? 
Who, in the hour of Nature's deepest grief, has not recognised in their 
untranslatable message~, an influence which brought the hush of an 
indescribable solace to the heart ? 

Their ministry and message are unmistakable. They address us in 
a universal language which none can fail to understand. " A well
meant word may wound a sorrowing heart." Their silent mess~ges 
must carry comfort. 

Thus we do not assent to those who would give them no place in 
homes that are "in the valley of the shadow," or banish thern from the 
coffin that awaits the Minister's last word~ of committ1J.l ere it is lowered 
out of sight. 

The intimation, "No flowers," seems to us a rather ungenerous 
repulse to the solicitude of friendship, which, if s~mimental, can hardly 
be aught bu~ sincere. Moreover, why should those who fain would 
comfort us be debarred the melancholy pleasure of showing their sym
pathy in the only feasible manner, and which is appreciated by all as 
delicate and appropriate ? 

We cannot deem the money wasted that is expended in the purchase 
of these tributes of affection or esteem. It goes to support a most 
respectable and elevating occupation-for this floricalture must surely 
be considered. It provides almost the only means by which friends 
both near and distant can give silent expressions of sympathy. Gifts 
always attest the reality of sympathetic tears. 

We wonder not, therefore, that a brother beloved, by whose side we 
recently stood to voice the last "farewell" on earth to the wife he had 
lost, should acknowledge the kindness which took this form by stating 
the comfort which these mute mourners had given him, as his 
"dear one was so fond of flowers." 

Our Lord was far from rest1·aining the ministry of the two women 
who, in the lavishness of their love, anointed His precious feet with the 
most costly unguent then known (Luke vii. 38; John xii. 3) ; nor 
would He, we are sure, restrain the outflow of our poor pitj which thus 
endeavours to make itself felt. 

Yet a question arises------,Might not these lovely objects be pressed 
into a second ministry when their first is fulfilled ? We leave them to 
wither and decay in the lonely Cemetery. Could we not use them ere 
their beauty fades to comfort otherd who may really need consolation 
as much as ourselves ? 

Surely it were wise and kind to send the flowers which friendship 
furnished, each of which i1:1 "a thing of beauty " and "a thought of 
God," to the Cottaga Hospital, or some lowly home of sorrow or 
suffering. 'fhey might make'.' the clammy lips of fever smile." Their 
re-arrangement might give employment to listltss hands. They might 
whisper hope to a crushed and carebound soul. They might ossure one 
whose faith was dim-

" The.t God who oa.reth for the flowers 
Will muoh more oare for him." 

Better this than to let them lie lo be trodden by the sexton's men, 
or lo abandon them to die and rot on the cold sod. 

A closing thought. Funereal wrP,aths are, after all, but post-mortem 
G 
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compliments, expressions of feelings excited by the havoc which the 
visit of " the dark-robed angel·" has caused. They have, as we have 
admitted, their place and propriety ; but should not the recollections 
and emotions to which they testify have more frequent witneas in our 
conduct to the living ? Send flowers to garnish the death-chamber of 
your lost friends by all means ; but oh, be actively, generously kind to 
those that are spared. 

A poet, of whose name we are ignornnt, takes up our subject 
from this point of view, and furnishes us with a fitting close to our 
meditation. It is entitled, "Now."· 

Ah, do not wait till I a.m cold and dead, 
And ee.rthly sounds no more oan reach mine ear, 
But let your words of love and pre.ise be said 

While I oan hear. 

A~, do not wait to bring me fragrant· flowers, 
Till on e. gre.ssy.mound they strewn must be,
Let me enjoy them in Life's daylight hours 

While I oe.n see. 

And those of you I sorely have offended, 
If you the truest Charity wonld show, 
Why cannot your Forgiveness be extended 

Now, while I know? 

Tho' to the Dead e.11 things must be forgiven, 
What profit they, when in the Grave laid low? 
Living, for praise, love, pardon, we he.ve striven, 

We need them now.• 

HEWN FROM THE ROCK. 
"Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn."-Isa. li. 1.. 

THIS is an exhortation to God's ancient people, then in- exile, to 
remember their origin, that they might be encouraged to believe 

predictions of the great things which God would yet do for them as a 
nation. 

It may be applied to all true Christians to recall where and what 
they were when the Lord first made His mercy known to them, that they 
may walk humbly and hopefully in the light of· His promised grace· in 
the present and the future. 

The conversion of sinners is thus compared to the quarrying of 
stones, their removal from their original position, and their safety and 
happineEs in the" grace wherein they" now "stand." 

The image is peculiar, and not to be found elsewhere, and may well 
be made the subject of holy meditation. 

Salvation is a sovereign work. The block of stone has no power to 
remove itself, nor can a sinner do aught to effect his own salvation. He 
is powerless under the doom of a broken law, unless the Holy Spirit 
operate and "translate him into the kingdom of God's dear Son." 

But the process, , hough essentially the same in all cases, differs 
circumstantially, according to the charactP,rS and temperaments of 
thoRe who are affected by it and the wise-ordering plPasure of God. 

• We extract the a.hove, which ii, signed J, M., froll'.I "Tb,e Elnfi.eld Ta.tUer," 
for J e.n .. 1905, 
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The stone obtained from the Peak region of Derbyshire is hard and 
tough, and must be removed by the process of blasting. Holes are 
therefore made behind the portion of rock which it is desired to remove. 
The~e are filled with gunpowder or dynamite, and slow matches are 
carefully adjusted, which are connected with these explosives by a train 
of some inflammable substance. When these are arranged, the work
men hurry away, and all below are warned to keep clear of the mass 
that is about to fall. The last of these, having lighted the match, 
follows his mates, and the line of fire creeps to the powder or dynamite. 
There is then a great explosion, the mass is dislodged, and falls with a 
crash like thunder to the level ground beneath. 

The quarrying of the stone found in the locality of Bath is, however, 
quiLe different. It is soft and friable, and is removed by sawing the 
living rock. The blocks, when thus dislodged, are quietly lifted on 
trollies and conveyed to the nearest railway station. 

In this case the process of blasting is needless, and would, in fact, 
reduce the stone to powder, while the gentler method surely affects its 
object. In both examples the results are the same, but how greatly the 
methods differ ! 

So in the conversion of sinners. Some, like the stones of Derbyshire, 
must pass through a whirlwind of emotion and fears, and terrors must 
drive them from their former state. Others, like the stones in the 
vicinity of Bath, are dealt with in grace with allforceful gentleness; yet 
in each case the purpose of God is accomplished and the sinner is no 
longer what and where he was, but prepared for his place in the living 
Temple, of which Christ is the Chief Corner Stone. 

" Hearken to me," cries holy Isaiah, " ye that follow after righteous
ness ; ye that seek the Lord." Have ye been hewn from the rock of 
nature ? Have ye been removed from the sphere of doom ? Enquire 
less how this was done. than whether it is an experimental and observable 
fact. " Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to t.he hole of the 
pit whence ye are digged ; " and while "lost in wonder, love and praise" 
at the distinguishing grace manifested in your salvation, you will 
delight to sing:-

" How wise e.nd ve.riou~ e.re the we.ys 
The Saviour doth pursue 

When dee.ling with the chosen re.ea 
And forming them e.new I '' 

Transcribed by H. L. S. 

; "I WOULD, BUT CANNOT," ETC.-May 16th, 1897. This has proved 
•' a day of trial and temptation. How long will vain thought-a lodge 
within me and give me all this pain ? Indwelling sin has great power 
over me, and fills me with fears and heaviness. 0 that I could pray 
and be heard ! "-Memoir of Eli Ashdown, p. 224. 

A DISSATISFIED PREACHER.-December 20th, 1896. "Engaged 
at Croydon. Text, Isa. xxxviii. 16, 'Behold I lay in Zion for a founda
tion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation,' 
etc. I cannot say much about my preaching, only it was not what it 
should have been."-Memoir of Eli Ashdown, p. 2:!-!. 
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LONG-LOVED LYlUCS.-No. 2. 
"I SHALL BE SATISFIED." 

BY THE LATE (MRS.) CECIL FRANCES AI,EXANDE!l, • 

Reprinted by Request. 

"I she.II be s&tisfied, when I e.we.ke, with Thy likeness."-Pse.lm xvii. 15. 

NOT here ! not here ! not where the sparkling waters 
Fade into mocking sands as we draw near ; 

,vhere in the wilderness each footstep falters-
I shall be sat,isfied-but O ! not here ! 

Not here-where all the dreams of bliss deceive us, 
Where the worn spirit never gains its goal ! 

Where, haunted ever by the thoughts that grieve us, 
Across us floods of bitter memory roll. 

There is a Land where every pulse is thrilling 
With rapture earth's sojourners may not know; 

Where Heaven's repose, the weary heart is stilling, 
.And peacefully life's time-toss'd currents flow. 

Far out of sight, while yet the flesh enfolds us, 
Lies the far Country where our hearts abide ; 

And of its bliss is nought more wondrous told us 
Than these four words, "I shall be satisfied.'' 

" Satisfied ! " " satisfied ''-the spirit's yearning 
For sweet companionship with kindred minds ; 

The silent love that here knows no returning
The inspiration which no language finds-

Shall these be satisfied? The soul's vague longing
The aching void which nothing earthly fills? 

0 ! what desires upon my soul are thronging 
As I look upward to the heavenly hills. 

Thither my weak and weary steps are tending
Saviour and Lord ! with Thy frail child abide, 

Guide Thou me Home, where, all my wand'rings ending, 
I then shall see THEE-and "be satisfied." 

THE ROCK OF AGES. 

JEsus, Thou Rock of Ages, 
Who ever dost a.bide 

Thou Rock of our Salvation, 
We trust our souls to Thee. 

'Mid every storm that .rage~, 
Ou.r souls in Thee would hide I 

Thy promises can never, 
No never, altered be ; 

Though we &re changing ever 
No change takes place in Thee. 

We fear no condemnation; 
Thy death hath me.de us free. 

Our hopes in Thee we centre; 
Upon Thee we will stand 

Till called e.t last to enter 
The fair Immanuel's land. 

HETTIE, 

• Also author of" There is a green hill, far away," "We are but little chil
d.ren weak,"" The burial of Moses," etc. The deceased lady we.e the de.ughter 
of Major Humphreys, of Strabane, County Tyrone, Ireland. She was born in 
1823, and died a few yea.re since. In 1850 she me.rried Dr. W. Alexander. now Arch
bishop of Armagh-better perhaps known as the Bishop of Derry--an eminent 
preacher and expositor. There is in all her compositions e. grace and tenderness 
which, added to their poetical melody and beauty, invest them with a charm 
almost unique. Her "Burial of Moses" we hope to give next month, accord
ing "to request."-EDITon. 
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GOOD NEWS FROM A FAR COUNTRY. 
"I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." 

-Paa.Im xxxiv. 4. 

W.E have few greater joys than to learn that our pages are read with 
appreciation by spiritually-minded friends in distant lands. It 

was therefore with real pleasure that we received some time since a letter 
from "R. F. D., No. 15, Richland, Kalamazoo, Co. Michigan, U.3.A." 
'fhe writer, Mary A. Eaves, was born in Wisbech, Uambs, more than 
eighty years since, and emigrated to the States in the later forties. In 
her youth she was met by God in grace, and formed the acquaintance of 
a few choice Christians, some of whom were long afterwards known to 
us, especially John Hazelton and Thomas Beeby, who, with bis wife, was 
under our pastoral care in 1890-5. 

Our venerable correspondent is an invalid, having been confined to 
her bed for ten years, and writes with a faltering hand. After iI.1tro
ducing herself, she narratts how she· was brought to know the Lord 
under 

ARMINI.A.N TE.A.CHING. 

" In your October number," she says, "you mention J. G. Pike, of 
Wisbech, the author of' Persuasives to Early Piety,' which many years 
ago, when an earnest seeker after salvation, I read attentively, but was 
unable to fulfil its requirements. 

" I attended the ministry of his son, Carey Pike, and, if possible, 
missed no meeting when the chapel was open. All was· in vain. I 
informed him, when pressed to open my heart, that I desired to be a 
Christian. He replied that this was not sufficient, and that I must put 
these desires into practice. I felt, ' fain would I, if I could.' I cannot 
describe my anxiety and distress of mind. I wanted to be holy, but 
could not control my thoughts. 'The more I strove against sin's power, 
I sinned and stumbled still the more.' Alas! I had not then heard the 
Saviour Ray, 'Come hither, soul, I am the Way'; nor had I learned that 
'without Him I could do nothing.' 

"The sermons of Mr. P. were of an alarming character. 'Woe is 
me, for I am undone,' ' Thou art weighed in the balances, and art 
found wantinµ-,' ' Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might,'-were three of his texts at this time. I :.>,lso heard his father 
011 the words, ' The harvest is passed, the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved.' These sermons consisted of warnings, thre~teaings, and 
persuasions to accept the offer of salvation. I regarded Mr. Carey Pike 
as a saint, and do so still. The members of the Church I viewed as 
godly people, and earnestly wished to be like them. 
' "Mr. Thomas Beeby, with his wife, Sarah, who afterwards removed 
to West Ham, Essex, wer~ at this time members. With them I used to 
converse. I did not tell them of my own distress, but sought their mind 
as to the case of a person convinced of sin, but dying before it was 
pardoned. He assured me that the Lord does not work in this way, as 
He never leaves His work unfinished. I therefore feared that it was 
not the Lord's work in me, or I should become holy like other 
Christians. 

'' I had heard of pwple repenting, receiving pardon, and becoming 
holy and happy, and that everyone might enjoy the same privilege if 
they would close in with the offers of mercy. I longed to be in that 
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path, but oould not get there. On one occasion Mr. P. preached froth 
• Behold the Man.' He spoke of the birth of Jesus, His life on earth, 
teachings, miracles, and His paiuful death on the cross ; and while he 
was setting forth tbe sufferings of the Saviour I became so absorbed 
that I did not hear what followed, and seemed to forget where I was. 
Words I had never thought of came to my mind, with their meaning, 
which I think must have been the Spirit's work. • Or ever I wus aware, 
my soul made me like the charioLs of Amminadib.' I became a member 
of the Church, though still mourning my unfitness; but a blessed feeling 
ea.me over me as I walked from the pew to the baptistery that I was 
walking in the steps of Jesus. Although it is over sixty years ago, I 
well remember the expressive way in which Mr. Pike read 

' When God me.kes up His le.st a.ooount 
Of natives in His holy mount, 
'Twill be e.n honour to e.ppee.r 
As one new-born and nourished there.' 

SOUL-WEANING, 

" Still I was troubled at my inability to attain to the standard of 
religious perfection set forth in Mr. P .'s ministry. Were I truly con
verted, I thought, I &bould be as holy and happy as he described. 
Though I certainly had no desire for worldly pleasures, irreligious 
people seemed in a better condition than I was ( Psa. lxiii. 4, 5 ). This 
I told him, and begged him to remove my name from the Church Book; 
but be replied that it 'was a device of the devil to hinder me in my 
Christian course,' addiug words of kindly encouragement. My burden 
was then for a short time lightened, till 1 John iii. 9-' Whosoever 
is born of God doth not commit sin '-again awoke my fears that I was 
a stranger to the new birth. I opened my heart to my dear friends 
Beeby, who cheered me with the assurance that the meaning was that 
the hrJly principle implanted by God in the souls of chosen and redeemed 
sinners cannot act aversely to His will and ways. 

"I had heard the word Calvinism, but what it meant I knew not. 
My only concern was to be saved and live a Christian life. At that time 
a copy of the Gospel Standard fell into my hands, in which, to my sur
prise and joy, I found my own experience delineated. I afterwards 
heard preaching which correspJnded with its teachings, and, hard as it 
proved to think of leaving the General Baptist Chapel,* I gradually felt 
that now I knew a little of the preciousness and sweetness ot the 
doctrines of 'free and sovereign grace,' I could regard it as my epiritual 
home no longer.'' 

l To be continued, if God wills.) 

NATURE A.ND GRACE.-" The flesh" is strong, as we know but too 
well ; and " the spirit" is strong, as we also know ; but alas, how 
foebly and imperfectly. But 0, the difference between the self-depend
ing energy of nature and the Christ-depending power of faith.-P. 

"Until recently, the Baptist Denomination we.a divided into two c)early 
defined sections: 11 General Baptists," who were Arminians, and II Particular 
Baptiste," who were Ce.lviniete. The latter included Fullerites, like C. H. 
Spurgeon, •nd those who hold absolute grace, like ourselves. The two sections 
were nominally and legally merged into one a few years since, whioh we greatly 
deplo1e. Both J. G. Pike and hie son Oa.rey were unmistakable and avowed 
Arminians, though estimable and holy men.-EDITOB. 
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THE GREATEST BLESSING ON EARTH. 
BY 'fHE LA'fE CHARLES HILL, OF 8'1.'0KE AiiH. 

"For there God commanded the blessing, even life for evermore."~ 
Pae.. oxxxiii. 3. 

LIFE is the greatest and noblest blessing man possesses. All and 
everything without it is worthless 11Jnd useleB!I. It is a realit,; in 

itself, and imparts a reality to all surrounding it. It is cherished, 
succoured, and retained with assiduity and care, "Yea, everything will 
a man give for his life," and he relinquishes it at the command of its 
Diviue Author only. 

Christianity is something more and something greater than creed, 
form, or profession. It is a life-a grand, noble, magnificent life, and 
expresses to its possessor the good-will, pleasure and purpose of a triune 
Jehovah to him, and furnishes him with a power to appreciate the 
Divine favour, to fulfil the obligations it imposes, and to anticipate 
with joy its glorious issues and rewards. A religion without life is a 
body without a soul, a shadow without a substance, a form without a 
power-a mockery, a cheat, a delll8ion, and a lie. 

It is in God, and God a.Ione, that nature in its various departments, 
dependencies and phases, lives, moves, and bas its being. Apart from 
him it never would have been, and apart from him it could not be 
continued. His will is the law, and the length of its de.ye. Could we 
ask the highest creatures God bath made to coLDmunicate to us the gifts 
and excellencies of life, the nearer they are to the throne the louder 
they would say, "It is not in us to be3tow them." They could not 
convey any of their natural endowments to man, any more than mau 
himself can impart his human nature to an insect ; for life, with all its 
proper appendages, capacities, and exercises flows freely and solely from 
Him who only " bath life in Himself," and who infinitely and eternally 
lives, independent of others. 

It is in Christ that Christianity lives, and from Him alone the 
Christian derives his life. Christ is its centre, its source, and it9 cir
cumference. In Him we spiritually live, move, and have our being ; 
and as easily could we extract sparks of fire from a cucumber by tbe 
rays of tbe moon as we could obtain spiritual life elsewhere. " I am 
the Life," and "because I live ye shall live also," are alike the testi
mony of Him who spake as never man spake. Nature lives in God: 
Christianity lives in Christ. Natural faith recognizes and reposes iu 
God ; spiritual faith relies in Christ and on His cross. Na.tore has no 
light and help other than its own to conduct it to God, its object of 
faith ; but Christianity requires extr!"lneous, supernatural, and Divine 
direction and support to bring it to Christ, the gre11,t end and object 
of all its trust and hope. 

Christian life is an inner principle, deeply implanted in the soul, 
mysteriously dwelling in the secret chambers of the heart. " It is hidden 
with Christ in God," and in the saint "is a fountain of living waters. 
springing up into eternal life." It is not an impulse communicated 
from without, but a vital principle within, that makes itself felt without. 
It act.a from necessity, and not from expediency. Its deeds are the 
outward development and outgrowth of its inmost nature ; it acts 
because it lives, and its acts express the oharacter of its life. 
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Ch1istian life is a life from the dead. "You hath be 'quickened 
who were dead," "born again," "born of the Spirit," "wee dead but 
is alive," are the sentiments of a divine theology, well understood by 
all who can say with Paul, "The life I now live [in distinction from a 
former life] I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and crave 
Himself for me." nays of death are pa~sed away, but the remembr~nce 
of these remain. The Spirit of the living God ha"! caused the believer 
in Jesus to make the solemn lransit, and pass from death unto life, 
from wrath to peace, from destruction to safety ; from Sinai, with it11 
coronal of lightning, its voice of thunder, and its atmosphere of wrath, 
to Cal,ary, with its cross of suffering, its cry of victory, and its crown 
of undying glory. 

Christian life is a growing life, perfect and complete in principle, 
but progressive in its development : first the blade, then the corn, and 
then the full corn in the ear ; first babes, then youths, then fathers, 
then, finally, the perfect man in Christ Jesus. It grows by feeding on 
the provisions of the Gospel, by inhaling the air of truth, by drinking 
of the streams of grace, b.v basking in the rays of the Sun of Righteous
ness, and by the exercise of its own powers. It grows upwards, 
downwards, outwards, and always. Storms and darkness, afflictions 
and sorrows, sanctified by God, promote its expansion, fasten its hold, 
array it with bloom, and cover it with fruit. Like the trees and the 
plants, it lives to grow, and its growth proves its vitality and displays 
its beauty. 

Christian life is active, its pulsation is incessant, and its atreams of 
existence ever flow through the golden arteries. It has its mission , -0 

achieve, its work to do, its duty to perform. Its activities are directed 
to glorify God, to represent Christ on earth, to seek the advancement of 
the Redeemer's visible kingdom on the earth, and to benefit humanity 
the wide world o'er. It acts from love, it acts by love, and wins love 
in return. The best and noble9t history in the world is the history of 
Christian life in acts of sacrifice and suffering, devotion and denial 
for the sake of God and Christ, truth and men. Truly the best 
theology is a beautiful life, and the beet • deeds the deeds of goodneils. 

Christian life is an immortal life ; it can never cease ; its principles 
are deatbles9 and eternal. It vanquishes death as the last enemy, and 
triumphs over the grave; and while it imprints on the last footsteps wi_th 
which it indentatee the sands of time the fact " that the days of its 
mourning are over," it springs with elastic step to the throne of its 
Author dressed in immortality and beauty, to live in His life, to par
take of His joy, and to realise the fulfilment of the great and glorious 
promise-to behold His glory. 

Gon's LOVING ToucH.-I may feel a ·thousand times more like an 
infidel than a believer, and be tempted to disbelieve in the inspiration 
of the Bible and the reality of all the blessed things and facts which it 
reveals. The Lord, however, will not suffer true faith to be alway 
dormant and inoperative : often with His own loving touch raises it 
back to activity. Thus "though damped, it never dies."-P. 
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WHAT IS A REV IV AL ? 

A WORD BY THE EDITOlt; AN ADMONITION FROM A VETEltAN 

'' PASTOR AND TEACHER." 

ACCORDING to good modern dictionaries a Revival is (1) "a time 
of extraordinary religious awakening " (Davidson), or, (2) " an 

awakening among large numbers of men to their spiritual concerns"; or, 
( ~) "a renewed and more active attention to religion " ( Annandale ). 0 f 
the three, the fast only accords with the Scriptural use of the Word. 

It is employed to describe a renewal of National devotion to God 
among His ancient people. "Revive, 0 Lord, Thy work in tbe midst of 
the years" (Hab. iii. 2). "Will Thou not revive us again that Thy 
people may rejoice in Thee ? " (Psa. lnw. 6). 

It refers to the renewal of the force and fervour of personal religion 
in Old Testament saints. "Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
Thou will revive me" (Ps:1.. cxxxviii. 7). The Lord dwells with His 
true people "to revive the spirit of the humble, and the heart of the 
contrite" (Isa. lvii. 15). To the exiles returned from Babylon 
there was vouchsafed "a little reviving in their bondage," in the energy 
of which ' 1 they set up the House" or the second Temple (Ezra ix. 8, 9). 

la this sense it, however, rarely occurs, the word "quicken" 
generally taking its place-as will be observed in its eleven occurrences 
in the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm-and in such passages as, 
" Quicken me, 0 Lord, for Thy Name's sake" ( Psa. cdiii 11 ). 

This suggests the permissable and proper uee of the word "revival " 
in the preseot day. "To revive'' is to renew, recoup, or restore the 
energy of lifo which already exists-not to impart life where it was not 
previously. 

Tbe movement in Wales, if it is what many good men believe it to 
be, is an unusual, . perhaps wholly unprecedented, manifestation of the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Its influence, however, appears 
to be mainly confined to the conversion of sinners to God. This in
volves their regeneration through His creative power. The use of the 
word Revival to describe what is now transpiring is therefore mis
leading. Apathetic and half-hearted saints indeed need to be revived
but men that are dead in trespasses and sins need to be " born again" -
or the religion thus originated will be only the outworkiog of the energy 
of natural piety, which inevitably ends in collapse and too frequently in 
moral degeneration. 

It is, we are aware, futile to take exception to the current and popu
lar use of any favourite word. To thoughtful men we, however, appeal, 
and submit that the conventional sense in which this term "Revival" 
is to-day being everywhere employed-may lead to errors of judgment 
by no means unimportant. 

Nature can never rise above her own level, or ascend to what is 
spiritual. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh : and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit" (John iii. 6), and when we talk of a Revival 

• we should enquire what it is which is supposed to be affected in men. 
If affrighted nature only is driven by terror into a state of alarm and emo
tional piety, woe, woe, to all concerned! If the Holy Spirit's all-creating 
beams are indeed displaying the dawn of everlasting life in the hearts of 
hundreds of elect and redeemed sinners, we will bless our God with 
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thanks unfeigned. Such a work is not a Revival, it is the actual passing 
of these men and women from death unto life through I he sovereign 
and life-imparting energy of the Holy Ghost. 

A true and widespread Revival in the hearts of God's heaven-born 
belie'l""ing and baptised people is the great and urgent need of our 
Churches. This we have felt with increased intensity since the preaching 
an~ printing of our beloved Colleague's Discourse on the imbject, .and 
which (shame on us!) was st1ffered to pass with so little notice." May 
(;od appear and "revive His Work" in .this cloudy and dark day. 
Dear ~ader, even while the~e pages are before you, breathe a .prayer that 
He will speedily do this for .Christ's sweet sake.-EDITOR. 

AN ADMONITION FROM LEICESTER. 

The cautiousness and sobriety of the remarks on the Welsh Revival 
-as it is styled-in recent numbers of the EARTHEN VESSEL have 
pleased me. Some are prone to pronounce too hlf.sty a judgment, one 
way or the other, on such events. My inclination .is . to pray, with I 
confess a good deal of trembling, that some real benefit to religion may 
resnlt. I cannot refrain from some anxious fears about the young 
persons so prominent in the movement, and the youthful preacher who 
seems, in a wonderful manner, to influence these as well .as their seniors. 
Yet I cannot help hoping be may be preserved in what I cannot bot 
feel is a very dangerous position. 

As lo the Revival, I have tried to lead my people to test it Scrip
turally and kindly. There seems, in these days, such a need of an 
a wakening amongsL .ourselve3 that modesty weH becomes us in judging of 
what goes on elsewhere. But a Revival must be.of the right sort, and 
really of the Lord, to be of any lasting value. 

There may be Revivals of different kinds; a Revival, too, of religous
ness, without any revival of true religion. In Reformation days there was 
the renaissance-an intellectual movement-as well as the revival of true 
Scriptural godliness-the Revival of an Erasmus, as well as the Revival 
of a Luther. In judging, then, of a Revival I must ask .the following 
questions:-

1. What is revived? 2. How was it effected? 3. What are its 
accomplf.niments and effects ? 

1. A.s to the first question, our dear old Bibles afford us a ready 
answer. "Wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice 
in Thee ?" It is, then, the true people of God who need and desire this 
Divine awakening. Then, again, "Revive Thy work, 0 Lord in the 
midst of the years." Then it is the gracious work of the Lord in the 
souls of His people to which this gracious energising referd. Their love, 
their hope, their godly fear; in fact, their spiritual life inwardly, and the 
manifestations of it outwardly. A. Revival implies something to be 
revived. A right Revival-something right. The Beast we know was 
revived when his deadly wound was healed ; a woeful Revival I 

2. But as to the second question, How is the Revival effected? By 
the truth in the hand of the Spirit of truth. The Revival must be 

~ Preached at Chadwell Street Cha.pal, Oct. 13th, 1903, before the Metro· 
polite.n Associa.tion of Strict Ba.ptist Ch11rches, by Ja.mes E. Flagg, of Wandew~rth 
Common, a.nd given as a," Echo,'' in our Volume for tha.t yea.r, under the title, 
"The Needed Blessing"_:_the text being HO:b.'iii. 2. 
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in harmony with the truth as it is in Jems, or what is it worth ? No 
lie is of the truth, and the Spirit cannot use a lie in any Revival which 
is from Him. It may be very elementary truth, and yet ,1uite in har
mony with the truth. It may only dwell upon man's utterly Jost gtate 
and the Divine provision of a remedy in God's free grace as it is in 
Jesus. Still it is truth. I should badly expect a Revival from a 
pulpit elaboration of the profound articles of a denomination. Children 
may sing " Hosanna'' who could hardly be expected to intone the 
Athanasian creed, admirable as this certainly is in the great doctrinal 
Articles of the Trinity. A preaching, or talking, that acts upon the 
flesh may produce a Revival of that which it acts upon ; but the old 
man certainly requires no reviving. The thing is to have him well 
buried. 

3. Then, in respect to accompaniments and effects. But here I would 
be very tender. There may be some fire of the sanctuary, and yet some 
false fire intruding. The true fire of God fell in days of old from heaven, 
and yet the false fire of Nadab and Abihu was brought in. May it 
not be so in this case ? May not Mr. Evan Roberts have received some 
fire from the Lord, and yet there may be something superadded? His 
directions are in themselves assuredly good when he tries to lead his 
hearers to follow the influences of the Holy Spirit. But may he not 
be S,idly mistaken as to the nature of those influences, or how the Holy 
Spirit leads His people ? Surely God's people are not led by a succes
sion of impulses, or even sensible, discernable workings of the Holy 
Spirit. Dr. Owen beautifully remarks that there are breathings in our 
hearts after God when we can see nothing of the kind, and workings of 
the Holy Spirit which are never framed to that height that we ourselves 
can pronounce them to be such workings. Then Paul tells us that the 
spirits of prophets are subject to the prophets. When I read then of 
young girls bursting out into song in the midst of a minister's discourse; 
of young men rebuking their elders, as in North Wales; and var10us other 
rather disorderly things, I cannot help referring to 1 Cor. xiv., where Paul 
says that God is the God of order, and not of confusion in the Churches. 
Paul, too, permitted not women to speak, but to be in subjection. But 
in Wales women certainly do not obey him. But let me still be kind. 
Charity hopeth all things. If so much wildfire was kindled in the 
Apostolic Church at Corinth, may we not at once hope and tremble, and 
pray for the Welsh Churches and the young Revivalist. As to our own 
Churches, the words of Berridge again and again come to me as producing 
prayer. 

"Send help, 0 Lord, we pre.y, 
And Thy own Gospel bless: 

For godly men deoe.y, 
And fe.i lihful pe.stors oee.se; 

The righteous a.re removed home, 
And soorners rise up in their room, 

The flocks the.t long be.ve dwelt 
Around fe.ir Zion's bill, 

And Thy sweet gre.ce he.ve felt, 
Uphold e.nd feed them still; 

But fresh folds build up everywhere, 
And plenteously Thy truth decle.re." 

February 11th, 1905. G. HAZLE RIGG. 
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BEFORE I WAS AFFLICTED. 

"It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn Thy statutes." 
-Psalms cxix. 71. 

I WENT astray before I was afflicted ; 
1 wandered thoughtlessly from paths of right ; 

My foot had slipped had not Thy love prevented 
And brought my foolishness before my sight. 

And now I thank Thee for Thy wise correction ; 
" Not joyous'' once it seemed, but hard to bear, 

Till Thou didst bring me to Thy "wealthy places'' 
To find the joys Thy chastened only share. 

I ~m. not poorer for_ Thy fire's refining ; 
T1s true Thou didst take many things away, 

But Thou didst give much more, and Thine own gladness 
Reigns in my he.1.rt with gentle, soothing sway. 

Nor do I love Thee less since Thou didst chasten· 
Nay, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee mo;e ; 

My heart goes out with more intense affection, 
With more exclusive longing than before. 

I would not be without the lessons taught me, 
E'en though I learned them in the school of pain ; 

Thou didst draw near and teach Thy child "to profit,'' 
Not only for Thy glory but my gain. 

I know Thee better since Thou did afflict me
Know more about Thy tender sympathy, 

Thy patient love, Thy faithfulness so wond'rous, 
Thy precious thoughts of peace and love to me. 

Thou art more dear to me, my chief Beloved; 
My heart is glad in Thee, and satisfied, 

And as I feel Thy presence it is easy 
To count but vanit:7 all things beside. 

Dear Lord, I thank Thee for Thy kind correction; 
'' Not joyous" once it seemed, but hard to bear; 

Bnt now I know it was because Thou loved'st me, 
And bless Thee for this token of Thy care. 

KATE STAINES. 

THE SECB.ET OF SAVOUR IN THE PULPIT.-July 21, 1895. "Preached 
from Psa. lxix. 19, ' Thou hast known my reproach and my shame and 
my dishonour; my adversaries are all before Thee.' I preached the 
Lord's helping power to others, feeling myself a poor, guilty sinner, and 
needing help and mercy too."-Memoir of Eli Ashdown, p. 222. 

LITTLE SIN8 .A.RE SORE SORROWS TO .A. TENDER CONSCIENCE.
January 23rd, 1900. "A trying day, with darkness, doubts and fears. 
I spoke hastily at supper-time, and went to bed in heaviness. How I 
need grace and wisdom to make and keep me right! "-Memoir of Eli 
Ashdown, p. 22!!. 

DELIGHT IN Gon.-lt is easy to be pleased with God when His 
Word and ways please us. But how hard to feel thus when He frowns, 
rebukes and chastises. To this, however, faith is sure sooner or later 
to be brought-and then we know that 

"Too wise tu be mista.ken He, too good to be unkind."-P, 
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REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

Heather Bells. By Bessie W. Rumsby. 
London: Stockwell, Creed Lane, E.G. 
Price not given. 

A BOOKLET of sixty-one pages. contain
ing lyrics by the wife of the highly 
esteemed Minister of the Baptist Chapel, 
Stre.dbroke, Suffolk. Any eulogy upon 
these productions must be pronounced 
with reservtion. 'rheir author would 
do well to learn more of the tech
nique of verse-making. Some of her 
lines do • not scan. lltrained, if 
not impermissible, rhymes a.re to 
be found. Banalities, though rare, 
occur-as "11, quiet churchyard grave" 
(page 30), or the ta.meat of con
ceivable endings to a poem of real 
beauty ( on page 32)-" wild violets, 
Of a.11 earth's flow' rs the flow'rs I love 
the best." One or two glaring faults
such as employing " way" to rhyme 
with the same word, way (in a different 
sense) ; spelling " Crocuses," crocus's; 
and e. misplaced verse on page 13, a.re, 
doubtless, to be attributed to the care
lessness of the printer, rather th11,n to 
the incompetence of the author. 

Still, these verses, as a whole, mani
fest the genius of a living poet. They 
touch and thrill the he11,rt 11,nd bring it 
into rapport with what is true and 
beautiful and beyond the range of ordi
nary observation and thought. We feel 
that we are in the presence of one 
whose knowledge of nature is un
common, and to whom ordin11,ry we.y
side flowers tell strange secrets con
cerning their mission and ministry
snowdrops, violets, wild roses, meadow
de.isies, daffodils, cowslips, the sorrel, 
the wood-11,nemone, the heather and 
the white-thorn-all in turn doing duty 
in her songs. 

Many will enjoy her pieces for their 
intrinsic merit; but more, perhaps, 
will be interested in them for the revela
tion they afford of 11, somewhat r11ore 
personality. Many gifted women, it 
may be, oould write better poetry. 
Few, we are sure, could evolve the same 
melodies or strike the s11ome chords. 

The versatility which these pages 
manifest is very rem11orke.ble, ranging, 
as the verses do, from quaint 11,nd fe.n
tastic fancies to themes deep and devo
tional-from the exquisite " Le11.f from 
11, Fairy's Diary" (page 49) to the 
pathetic poem on "Oalv11ory,' the treat
ment of whioh solemn theme is not only 
original, but suggestive. Witness one 
verse:-

"Had Love grown namb, rlid hands refuse 
to do 

Love's bidding on the.t dire and darken
ing morn? 

0 Love so idle I when the Hate of men 
Found its expression in a crown or 

thorn." 
The poem, "Life's Evening," we 

quote in full, not only because it is 
worth reading, but also bec11ouse it a.like 
exemplifies the faults and the excel
lencies of its writer : 
"When our work is done, beloved, when the 

busv day is past, 
When the singing time is ended, and the 

night is coming fast, 
When the light upon oar faces is the glory 

of the west, 
God grant tbat we together at eventide 

may rest I 

When our sigobt is dim, beloved, and our 
strength is failing- fast, 

When we sit together waiting for the rn.11 
that comes at last, 

When tbe white-robed, Doiseless angel 
sball summon yon to go, 

God grant that ill the st111ness I may hrar 
Him call me too I 

When you sleep at last, beloved, in a q aiet 
churchyard grave, 

When above you grow the grasses, and 
the trees their branches wave, 

Where the violets shed their fragrance, 
and the daisies near yon bide, 

God grant me then, beloved, to slumber 
at your side I 

When the morning breaks, beloved, and 
yon waken up again. 

The olher side o! dying, and the other 
•ide of pain, 

When the Saviour's unveiled glory shall 
burst upon your view, 

God grant me then. beloved, that I may 
see with you! 1

' 

The gem of the collection is, we 
think, the dedicatory verse-" To My 
Husband":-
" Your love he.s been to these my wayside 

songs as sun to flowers ; 
I therefore dedicate this book to yon, and 

call it OURS." 

God's singers 11,mong B11optists a.re rare. 
We believe th11ot since the publication, in 
1865, of Harriet Louisa Martin's "Angel 
Visits," no book of verses by one of 
this denomination has so m11onifested 
the mystic, indiscribe.ble e.ffie.tus which 
elevates tho rhymster into the poet, e.s 
th11,t which we now 111,y down, gr11oteful 
to have been a.while under its spell. 

FBARCESCA. 
Our Life after Death : or, The Teaching 

of the Bible Concerning the Unseen 
World. By the Rev. Arthur Chambers, 
A.K.C., Vioe.r of Brokenhurst, Hants, 
Taylor, Brooke House, 22, Warwick 
L11one, E.G. Price 3s. 6d. nett. 

ESCHATOLOGY, or the branch of Theology 
devoted to the revea.Ied future of man
kind, has in a.II 11,ges engaged the 
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earnest attention of devout a.nd earnest 
thinkers; v.bo-speaking generally
have been led to te.ke one of three 
opiniom on the subjeot. 

Some hold tbe view, common to the 
majority of eve,ngelical Christians, that 
man is by bis original constitution. and 
in e.coordanoe with the design of his 
Crea.tor, immort.a.l, aud the,t an eternity 
of ineffable happiness or of degradation 
and punishment awaits all the sons of 
Adam. 

Others, denying that it is the revealed 
will of God thRt man as :i creature shall 
live for ever, conceive that eternal life 
will be the portion of those only who 
accept the offer of the Gospel, and that 
all who die in sin a.nd unbelief will. 
after the re-union of their souls with 
their bodies at the Resurrection, be 
subjected to such equitable punishment 
for their sins as will fin~lly terminate 
their existence a.nd destroy, or annihilate 
them altogether. The names of Edward 
White, Samuel Minton, and H. H. 
Dobney-in justice it should be said, 
all most saintly men--are prominent 
among the advocates of these opinions. 

A third c1ass-who admit man's exis
tence in a.n intermediate condition 
after dee,th, a.nd the actual resurrection 
of the body e.t the Second Advent of 
the Lord - contend that while those 
that have died in faith will then enter 
into Heaven's fulness of Joy; the 
wicked will be doomed to a course of 
remedial chastisement-more or less 
terrible and prolonged - which will 

finally effect their repentance and fe.ith 
and thus lead to the unending happi
ness and perfection of the whole hnme.n 
race. The le.te Dean Fe.rre.r's "Eternal 
Hope" may be taken e.s presenting the 
argument for this ple.usible scheme in 
its most popular form. 

The Rev. Arthur Ohambers shares 
the sentiments of this distinguished 
and fascinating writer; which he de
votes the 273 pages of his book to 
proving. He is fond oi Greek quota
tions, which he introduces frequently ; 
but his arguments are the same as have 
been answered age.in and again by far 
more competent scholars the.n he. 

The wonder to us is-not that he en
tertains these opinions, but that they 
should be held by a clergyman whose 
prayer-book insists that without a sound 
creed "a me.n car.not be saved," and 
" shall without doubt perish everlast. 
ingly," and who pra.ys, whenever he 
buries the dead, that God " will not 
deliver us into the bitter pains of 
eternal death." 

We object to the teachings of this 
volume, not in the spirit of hard and 
obdurate orthodoxy, but in humble 
subjection to whe.t we believe to be the 
tee.ching of the Scriptures. The eternity 
of future punishment is to us of all 
revee.led truths the he.rdest to hold in 
acquiescent faith. We he.ve but one 
retree.t from the terror which the 
thought of it excites in our poor 
shrinking bee.rt. "Shall not the Judge 
of e.11 the ee.rth do right ? " 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM, PEKIN STREET). 
-Once more we gratefully record the 
goodness of the Lord me.nife~ted in 
connection with the celr.bration of the 
thirty-fifth anniversary of the forma
tion of the Church. Sermons were 
pree.ched by the pa.star, F. C. Holden, 
on Lord's-day, Ja.n. 29th. On Tuesday, 
the 31st, Mr. E. Mitchell came amongst 
us. There was a. special unction attend
ing hiP discourse from Rom. viii. 28 to 
the hearts of many who were present. 
A good company was present to tea. At 
the evening meeting brother F. T. 
Newman, in bis usual kind and able 
manner, presided. Brother J. Clark 
gave a lucid and able address from 
1 Pet. ii. 7. Brother T. Jones was at 
his very beet upon the words," But My 
•a.I vation shall ba for ever." Brother 
E. Mitchell took us for an interesting 
and profitable walk round about Zion, 
her pamces, bul wa.rks, towers, &c. The 

pastor made a few remarks upon the 
Lord's goodness a.nd faithfulness, also 
thanking the oha.irman, brethren, and 
friends who had come to cheer, help, and 
encourage him. Collections amounted 
altogether to about :£10 5B. The 
Doxology was· heartily sung at the 
pastor's request, e.nd the happy service 
closed in good time by singing a hymn 
and prayer. 

BR'.>ADS"rAIRS (PROVIDENCE). -
Sund11,y-sohool Anniversary.-On Lord's
day, January 22nd, special sermons 
were preached by the pastor, C. Bloy, 
and hymns suite.hie to the occasion 
were sung by the children. On 
Wednesde.y, the 25th, parents and 
scholars met for tea at 6.45, when the 
obapol was fe.irly filled. The children 
recited anti suug in a very credita.ble 
manner. During the eveniIJg_pastor W. 
De.le gave e.n address on "Pilgrims." 
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The euperintendent rendered an ac
count of his etewardship, and reported 
11, good inoreaee in the number of chil
dren. The pastor distributed the prizes, 
adding a suitable word to each re
cipient. A very handsome Bible-the 
gift of scholars and teachers-was pre
sented to Miss V. Sims, who has been 
connected with the school for eeveral 
years, and a walking-stick was pre
sented to the superintendent and deacon 
of the Church, Mr. G. Kennett. 

HERTFORD (EBENEZER).-The an• 
nual meeting for the late pastor, Mr. R. 
Bowles, was held on January 26th. Mr. 
c. Cornwell, of Brixton Tabernacle, 
preached in the afternoon from Gal. iii. 
9, speaking on Abraham as a type of 
Christ, and also as a type of the Church, 
and he was helped to bring forth some 
precious Goepel truths. The friends 
afterwards partook of tea in the school
room. In the evening Mr. G. Savage, 
of Wimbledon, preached from Rom.xii. 
IS, and was helped to give some prac
tical and seasonable teaching, which 
was well received and appreciated by 
the friends. The attendances, from 
various causes, were very small. The 
oollectione for oor aged and afflicted 
brother Bowles (including the sums 
contributed personally to our brother) 
amounted to over £16. Brother Deb• 
nam brought down a nice sum, which 
he had kindly oollected from friends in 
London. Our brother Bowles desires to 
thank all those friends who have so 
kindly contributed to his necessities. 
He has now turned hie 80th y€1ar, and is 
very weak and sadly. We may add, 
the Church here has allowed bim3s. per 
week since he removed from the Chapel 
House; hut owing to the removal of 
many of our people in providence, and 
others being laid aside, the Church is 
quite unable to continue this, and such 
help as friends can send our aged 
brother will greatly cheer him. 

Britten, who read the 116th Psalm, 
remarking on the e"me as to prayer, 
use of meam. &c. Pastor T. L. Sapey 
addressed the meeting from Matt. xviii. 
20, "For where two or three are 
i;?athered together," &c. Pastor G. W. 
Clark, of Wilton-equare, spoke on Lam. 
iii. 24, "The Lord is my portion, eaith 
my soul." Pastor E. Littleton, of Crow
borough, took for hie subject, '' My cup 
nmneth over," &c. (Pea. xxiii. 5), 
noting also that the Holy Spirit keeps 
us dependent and poor. Brother Ackland 
addressed the meeting from Philip. iv. 
19, "Bot my God shall supply all your 
needs," &c., referring to our numerous 
needs. .Brother Grim wood spoke from 
Pea. cxvi. 7, "Return unto thy rest, 0 
my soul, for the Lord bath dealt 
bountifully with thee." Pastor J. P. 
Gibbens made a few remarks on Psalm 
lxxxi. 10, noting the declaration-a God 
of past mercies and preeent emergen
cies.-W. L. 

SAX~IUNDHAM. - On Thursday 
evening le.et pastor H. D. Tooke, of 
Lowestoft, gave a very interesting 
lecture, entitled "The Pulpit, the 
Pew, and the People," at the Baptist 
Chapel, to a large and "pprcciative 
audience. Pastor H. M. Merling pre
sided. The lecture was very compre
hensive, and in dealing with the pulpit 
the lecturer instanced its power, its 
influence by the pew, its necessities, 
mission characterietice, wit, repartee. 
ludicrous circumstances, awkward 
position;, too-literal interpretations, 
slips of speech, absent-mindednes~, 
nerves, notices, and eccentricities. 
With reference to sermons, he alluded 
to long, short, preparation, no pre
paration, strange texts, "Cowards' 
Castle," persona.lities, applications, and, 
referring to the pew, Mr. Tooke me.de 
reference to the minister's best friends 
and otherwise, attendance; critics, 
questionable compliu:.ents, sleepy hear
ers, prayer meeting~, weddinge, sing
ing, colleotion. The choir rendered 
some good music. At the close pa.stor 
W. H. Berry proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to brethren Tooke and H. M. 
Merling, and Mr. Fulcher eeconded, 
and the proceedings terminated by 
singing the Doxology. 

TOTTENHAM (EBENEZER, NAPIER 
ROAD).-The 17th anniversary of the 
opening of the ohapel was held on 
Sunday, Jan. 22ud, 1905, when pastor 
John P. Gibbens preached in the morn
ing from the text, "And the Lord she.II 
guide thee continually, and satisfy thy 
soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones" (Isa. !viii. 11). In the evening BLAKENH.c1.M.-There is a hymn 
pastor Hutohinson,or Wood Green, took commencing, •· Now thank we e.11 our 
for hie text Aots xiii. 38 and 39, refer- God." As a.U blessings enjoyed a.nd all 
ring to the subjeot-me.tter-the forgive- good gitts received come !rum Him, 
ness of sins, the perfect justification, may our hearts be tuned to pra.ise 
the oontraet between the law and the Him. Ou January 25th we he.d a 
Gospel ; aho the procle.matiou, "Be it speoial service on behalf of the children 
known," &o. On the following Tues- in the Sabbath-school, numbering 
day, January 24th, pastor T. L. Se.pay, fifty-three, who were all invited, with 
of Soho, preached in the 111ftornoon from their mothers, to a free tee.. Severe.I 
the text," That in all things He mi~ht other friends joined us.. The weather 
have the pre-eminence." The evenrng was all that could be desired. After tea 
meetinir w11,s presided over by Mr. E. H. I e. Christmas-tree was provided fur the 



THE gARTHEN VERREL 

children, "laden with useful artiole," 
through the kindness of m&ny dea~ 
loving friends, far and near, whos~ 
finl!'ers had been bu~y with the needle 
for some time past. E&oh child received 
an article of clothing, also a parcel of 
nuts,. and in addition to that, through 
the kindness of our esteemed friend and 
~r?ther, Jabez Wrighi, of Ipswich, who 
J01ned us at tea, each child received 
three oranges. At 7 o'clock a public 
m_eeting was held, presided over by our 
kind friend, pastor H. T. Chilvers. The 
children then recited creditably, sung 
sweetfy,_ and looked very happy; while 
a thrilling address was given by Mr. 
9h1lvers fro~ t~,e words," Be not weary 
in well doing-. Many dear friends 
came from Ipswich and other places to 
wish us '' God-speed." Our chapel was 
packed with attentive hearers, and seats 
all down the aisles were full; also our 
heart~ were made glad in the Lord. 
M e.y He bless our boys and girls, and 
make them in e&rly days to walk in 
His paths. "God of our fathers be the 
God of their succeeding race.".:...M. A. 
MOORE. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM). - Our New 
Year's social meeting- was held on 
January 5th. Pe.stor F. C. Holden pre
sided, and, in opening, ree.d the 91st 
Psalm and gave an address and details 
as to members. Pre.yer was offered by 
brethren Nash, Walter, Woodley, and 
Bayes, sen., and addresses were given 
by brethren Welste.nd, Nash, Corneliue, 
and Sewell. We were fe.vonred with a 
good spiritual meeting. 

SUDBOURNE, SUFFOLK.- On 
Wednesday, the 18th January, the 
annual New Year's tea and public 
meeting was held at the above Baptist 
Chapel, an institution inaugurated by 
our late brother Lar&'e, who laboured 
successfully for so many years here. In 
the afternoon brother H. D. Tooke, 
secretary for the ,Suffolk and Norfolk 
Home Missionary Society, preached to 
a j!'ood congregation. A public tea 
followed, and upwards of 100 persons 
were present. At the after-meeting 
Mr. C. Keer presided. Brother W. H. 
Berry, of Saxmundham, read the 122nd 
Psalm, and brother Nichols, of Aldring
ham, i,rayed. Addresses were then 
given by brethren J. S. Oxborrow, F. 
Lockwood, H M. Morling, and H. D. 
Tooke. Miss Louie Keer presided at the 
organ in the afternoon and Mr, A. Keer 
in the evening, and some real, good old 
Suffolk singing to Union tunes took 
pla.ce, the parts being taken admirably. 
Very good collections were taken on 
bebalt of the Ca.uFe and Sunday-school. 
At the close brother Berry proposed a 
hearty vote of thanks to all coi.
cerned, and concluded the meeting by 
pronouncing the Benediction. 

CHADWELL STREEr SUNDAY 
SOHOOL ANNIVERSARY. 

WE felt grateful to our heavenly Father 
for propitious weather and excellent 
congregations on the oooaslon of our 
33rd anniversary, whioh we celebrated 
on February 12th and lHh. 

The usual morning prayer-meeting 
was conducted by Mr, Applegate, who 
read Luke iv., oommenoing at verse 16 
"And He 011,me to Nazareth, where II~ 
had been brought up." Suitable hymns 
were sung and earnest prayer offered. 
Our beloved pastor preached the sermon 
in the morning, and though entirely 
devoted to the children, u:any .of the 
older folk will not soon forget it. 

In the afternoon an a<:ldress was given 
by Mr. J .. ~azelton (of Hill-street) from 
Prov. xxn. 2. He noted five meeting 
place~, at two of which all met, and at 
the other three some would meet, viz. : 
The Cradle, Oross, Church, Cemetery, 
Coronation. Mr. Hazelton also preached 
in the evening,, his text being Sol. i. 17, 
in opening up which he showed (1) The 
urgent need and importance of etability 
in religion; (2) The nature of the beams 
of cedar and rafter~ (or galleries) of fir. 

On Tuesd11,y afternoon pastor R. 
Mutimer (of Brentford) was the 
preacher. Taking as his text Matt. 
xiii, 3, our brother spoke well upon (1) · 
The Sower, (2) The Seed, and (3) The 
Soil. 

At the evening meeting- the chair was 
taken by Mr. F. T. Newman. After the 
opening hymn the chairman read Pea. 
xix., and prayer wa~ offered by Mr. 
Knight. After a few introductory 
remarks by the chairman as to the 
blessing which had attended Sunday
school work, the secretary ( Mr. 
Mackenzie ) read a very satiefactory 
report. Tbe school was full - the 
number being 353, with 32 officers 
and teachers. The financial statement. 
showed a small balance due to treasurer. 
Our superintendent, being unable to be 
present, was mindful of our gathering, 
and sent a wire wishing for us a happy 
evening, His absence was l!'reatly re
gretted. The adoption of the report 
was moved by pastor Voysey, who ba.sed 
his remarks on Deut. vi. 7-9. This 
was seconded by pastor F. Fells, who 
spoke encouraging words to the little 
ones from Prov. xxvii. 10. Mr. W. 
Pryor had a cheering word for teachers. 
Mr. Da.dswell followed upon the words1 "Is the young man Absalom eafe 7' 
referring to the dangers whioh beset 
young men-sons of godly parents to
day. Pa.stor Mutimer followed with an 
address to the ohildren on Onesimus. 

The pastor, in bis genial manner, 
thanked all the friends for their kind
ness, but espeoially our heavenly Father 
for Hie gree.t m1ircy. The collection 
we.s excellent. Gree.t oredit i~ due to 
the friends who trained the little ones 
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in song. Prayer by the chairman closed to Ch.riet in a general sense ; He made 
the meeting. D. BUTCHER, all things, and therefore owns them. 

Bnt when Christ speaks of some belong-
HORNSEY RISE (ELTHORNE ROAD). ing to Him, He means in a special and 

-Specio.l services to celebrate the particnlar sense. Hie people belong to 
fourth anniversary of the pastorate of Him by deed or girt. His Father gave 
Mr, H. D. So.ndell were held ae follows : them to Him : '' Thine they were and 
Un Lord's-day, Jan nary J;',th, our pastor Thou g-aveet them Me." They are 
µreached from 1 Sam. vii. 12; and in Christ'~, too, by right of purcho.s~. He 
tbe evening Mr. J. P. Gibbens from : paid a high price for them- He pur
l Peter ii. 7. On the following Tuesday chased the Church of God with His own 
Mr. R. Mutimer preached in the after- blood. Said the speaker, "I am unable 
noon from Acts xxvi. 22, 23, After a. to understand a redemption that is not 
Bocia.l tea., the.public meeting was held special and particular." Christ'a people, 
in the evening, presided over by Mr. F. moreover, he said, are His by conquest. 
B. Applegate, who read 1 Kings xvii., Wf'. were rebels ag-a.inst God and against 
and called upon a brother to seek the His a•.ithority. We said in our hearts, 
Lord's presence and blessing by prayer. "We will not have this Man to reign 
'l'he chairman then made a few opening over us." Christ conquered ns by His 
remarks, referring to the Lord's provi- love, and we became otiedient subjects. 
dential dealings, o.s recorded in the "Just I am, Thy love unknown. 
chapter he read, and even to His people Has broken every barrier down: 
at the present time. Mr. E. Beecher Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
then encouragingly addres~ed us from 0, Lamb of God! I co!!le," 
the words, "He bath done all things We belong to Christ in gra.ce rela.tion
well." Mr. T, L. Sa.pey followed from ship. We belong to Christ as children 
the words," Whom we preach." Mr. A. to a. pa.rent. Jesus Christ is the Father 
Andrews was next from "Blessed are of His people, and all are His dear 
they which do hunger and thirst after · children. As a wife belong-s to her 
righteousness." Mr. J.P. Gibbens spoke husband, "Ye belong to Christ." The 
feelingly from the personal supplica.- nee.rest and dearest ot unions is used to 
tion, "I a.m Thine, eave me." Our set forth the relation of Christ to His 
pastor closed with a. few words of Church. ·• I a.m my Beloved's and He 
welcome, and thanking chairman, is mine." We belong to Christ as the 
ministers, and all friends who had members of His body. Jesus Christ 
helped, and for the collection ma.de on wonld not be perfect if ~he least 
his heho.lf. The eervices were well member were wanting. If we belong 
attended, and we believe proved to be to Cb.rist He will claim us. If Chris1, 
spiritually profitable, so that both claims us as His own, we shall know 
pastor and Church were much en- what it is to he arrested, subdned, 
coura.ged in commencing another year, humbled, and brought to cry for mercy. 
and desire to thank the Lord and press We shall sit o.t His feet like Mary, and 
forward.-H. G. become submissive as Pa.nl, and, like 

ACTON TABERNACLE, ACTON 
LANE, W. 

NEW Year's meetings were held in 
connection with thie Ca.nee on Janna.ry 
24th. A good congregation assembled 
1n the afternoon to hear our brother, 
Mr. E. Mitchell, who preached from the 
words in Mark ix. 41, '' Bec11ouse ye 
belong to Christ." In the latter part of 
Matt. xxv., which he had previously 
read, and in the text, he so.id, we have a. 
lesson in charity, but especially do we 
Ree how the Lord Jesus Christ identifies 
Himself with His people. Little a.ots 
of kindness-the lea.et thing done to 
Christ's people in the spirit of love, 
" because they belong to Christ," He 
will reward. This point he illustrated 
~y telling of the kindness of the Duke 
of Brunswick to Luther on his return 
from the Diet of Worms. We need to 
believe the Word of God, ea.id the 
Preacher. God means just what He 
s11,ys, and will fulfil Hiti own word to 
the very letter. The words or the text 
are 11, statement of proprietorship: ' Ye 
belong to Christ," . Everything belongs 

him, we shall cry, '· Lord, what wilt 
Tho11 have me to do 1" The disconrse 
was much enjoyed, and to many it was 
indeed a sea.son of refreshing. 

About fifty friends eat down to tea., 
after whioh a. public meeting was held, 
under the presidency of onr warm
hearted and genial brother, Mr. F. B. 
Applegate. The opening hymn, ·• 0 
God of Bethel, by whose hand." &c., 
having been sung, brother H. C. 
Wilkins engaged in pmyer. The chair
mo.n then read Dan. v1., beginning at 
verse 10. He observtid D:unel was an 
inshnce of a man kept f.i.ithfol to his 
God. It was a great encouragement to 
any child of God to know that the sa.me 
g-ra.ce tho.t had enabled Duiel to st ,nd 
fast in the time of trial could enable 
him to endure when tried. Go:i had 
said,'' As thy day, so sh"ll thy strength 
be." "My grace is sufficient for thee." 

Brother A. An.draws followed, and 
remarked that if with DJ.Diel we could 
say," My God," we co11ld rejoice with 
the Pda.lmi,t iu the 48th P.alw, and tla.y, 
"This God is our God for ever and ever, 
He will be our G11ide even unto death." 
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God was known by His people as a 
faithful God-a God of goodness, meroy, 
and 1,?"raoe. God was united to His 
people in ties of blood, and this relation
ship would never be severed. He would 
be their God for ever and ever, and as a 
flock, wonld feed them and guide them 
all their journey through. 

Brother E. Mitchell was next called 
npon to speak. and based his address on 
Psalm xxxvi. 7. David, he said, turned 
hie eyes away from man to God, and 
oontrasting the goodness and faitbful
nese of God with mnch that he had met 
with in man, he exclaimed, "How 
excellent is Thy lovingkindness, 0 
God I·• Lovingkindness was a very 
precious word : a compound of the 
sweetest spioes. 

Brother T. L. Sa.pay being unable to 
be present, brother Thomas Baldwin 
wa.s the la.st speaker. a.nd announced a.s 
his text Ephes. i. 5. In the course of his 
remarks he said a. distmction should 
be made between election a.nd pre
destination. Election wa.s God's choice 
of His people before a.11 time. Pre
destination took in a.11 the destined 
pa.thwa.y. The word indicated the full 
a.nd Divine view which God had of a.11 
His people when He ga.ve them to the 
Lord Jesus -Christ. Adoption wa.s the 
taking of a child, not a. relative, out of 
one family and putting it into another. 
Not to make ns sons, but to ma.ke 
manifest onr sonship, God sent forth the 
spirit of His Son into our hearts. It 
was a. great mercy when God occasion
ally rebuked us; He wa.s dealinf,!" with 
us a.s wiLh sons. All rea.l Christians 
found grace and providence wonderfully 
blended. 

Brother Elliott, on behalf of the 
Church, very hea.rtily thanked brother 
Applegate for his kindness in presiding, 
the spea.kers for their excellent ad
dresses, and the many friends for their 
presence. A good, happy, a.nd profitable 
meeting then closed with toe Benedic
tion by the chairman, a.nd the Doxology. 

S.G. E. 

report a.nd balance-sheet, which showed' 
that the sohcol, during the past year, 
had maintained a good attendance of 
scholars, who could have greatly been 
increased but for lack of teachers, and 
closed with an earnest appeal for 
helpers in this good work for the 
Master's sake. Addresses were delivered 
by pastors T. L. Sapey, H.J. Galley, and 
brethren E. P. Baldwin and W. H. 
Abrahams. Singing and recitations by 
the soholars were much appreciated; 
a.nd prizes were distributed by the, 
ohairman. After singing, this happy 
meeting wa.s closed with prayer by the
chairman.-J. W. 

HOMERTON ROW. 
NEW YEAR'S meetings were held on 
the 8th and 12th of January. Pastor 
E. W. Flegg preached on Lord's-day 
morning and evening, his texts being 
John iii. 33 and Gen. xxviii. 16. Th<!' 
friends at the close expressed them
selves as having been favoured with 
special times of refreshing in these 
discourses. 
. On Thursday afternoon pastor E. 
White, of Woolwich, delivered an excel
lent sermon from 2 Thess. ii. 13. Wet 
wish the chapel could have been filled 
with hearers. The evening meeting was 
presided over by brother W. S. Mill
wood, an old friend of the Ca.use, who in 
a genial manner expressed himself as 
feeling al ways at home at Homerton
row. Brother W. Pallett, of Waltham 
Abbey, sought the Divine blessing, 
after whioh the following brethren 
addressed the meeting :-Brother Sapey 
from the words, "Not I, but Christ" 
(Gal. ii. 20); brother E. W. Flegg, "I 
am He that liveth" (Rev. i. 18); brother 
Grimwood, "Thou remainest" (Heh. i. 
11) ; brother Ackland, "Ca.ting all 
your care upon Him, for He careth for 
you" (1 Pet. i. 7). 

Brother Farrow gave a. short Rtate
ment a.s to the financial state cf the 
Church, which showed that we were in 
rather a. better position than last year 
a.t this time, there being only a t>alance 

C A N N I N G TO W N (SHIRLEY of £5 due to the treasurer. 
STREET).-Anniversary services of the Brotber Baker spoke a. few words 
Sunday-school were held on Sunday, exhorting the friends not to forget the 
February 5th. Mr. J. D. Fountain (or assembling of themselveR together, but 
Ilford) preached morning a.nd evening; to be in their places, a.s fu.r as pos>ihle, 
a.nd addressee were f,!iven in the after- every time the doors were open, men
noon by Mr. J. D. Fountain and the tioning how faithful the servants of 
superintendent. On the following the devil were to their ma.star, how they 
Tuesday a public meeting wa.s held, would wait for hours in inclement 
under the presidency of Mr. F. J. weather for the theatre doors to open; 
Moule. who read Paalm ci., and our and should not we, a.e servants of the 
brother, Mr. Read, engaf,!"ed in prayer. King, show our loyalty and love to Rim 
The chairman gave us a speech teeming by being in the sanctuary as much as 
with words of good cheer a.nd en- possible 1 Our late esteemed pastor, 
courage meat, a.nd expressed his pleasure having felt that his work waH done 
m eeemg- the progress and increased amongst us, had gone t? another sphere 
prosperity of this good work among the of_ labour; the pra.yer of a.11 wo.9 th11t he 
young of Canning Town. The secretary I might be much blessed and used to the 
(brother D. Golding) then read the honour of God there. Had we had the 
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arranging of matters, we Ahould doubt
Ieee have arranged It differently; but 
God bad taken him from us ; He bad, 
however, graoiouely remembered us in 
sending men after Hie own heart to 
supply the pulpit, and our prayers are 
up unto Him that He will in His own 
time eend ue another under-shepherd. 

The meeting, whioh had been a very 
happy and spiritual one, wae then 
brought to a oloee. The speakers were 
manifestly led by the Spirit of God ; 
their utteranoes were savoury of 
Gospel truth and oomfort, which will 
make the gathering a pleasant memory 
for many days to come. 

SALEM CHAPEL, BOND STREET, 
BRIGHTON. 

'£HE tenth anniversary of the pastorate 
of Mr. F. Shaw wae celebrated on 
January 18th, when a sermon wae 
preaohed by pastor E. Mitchell in the 
afternoon. The service, whioh was well 
attended, commenced by the singing of 
Hymn 173 (Denham'e). 

Mr. E. Mitchell, having read Rom. v. 
for the lesson, based hie remarks on the 
9th verse, ·• Being now justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him," presenting two ideas
(1) the believer's present position, 
•· Being now justified"; (2) his future: 
•· Much more then, being now justified 
by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him." The preacher 
went on to say that it was only infinite 
wisdom that could contrive the way in 
which sinners could be justified. The 
thing impossible with man is possible 
with God, the whole soheme originating 
io the eternal mind of God our heavenly 
Father, and it is God Himself that 
passes the sentence of justification. It 
1s a present blessing, "being now justi
fied," calling attention to Rom. iii. 24-
" Being j uetified freely by Hie grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus." There, said the speaker. 
you have the Spring and Fountain Head 
of justification. Justified by Hie blood: , 
here we have the ground upon which God ! 
pronounces a sinner to be justified. It 
1e through the blood of Obrist ; it is 
through Christ Jesus. But what a.bout 
the future? Being now justified, we 
shall be saved from wrath through 
Him becans11 of our union with Him. 
How secure then ie the believer I The 
)Jreacher brought his remarks to a close 
by expressing ao earnest desire that 
it might be given them of God to 
realise it. 

The evening meeting being opened by 
the singing of Hymn 793 (Deoham's), 
the pa•tor read Pea. oiii.. and prayer 
was offered by pastor W. Sturt, of 
Hu,retpierpoiot. 

Mr. F. Shaw, the pastor, then ad
dressed the meeting, and said that his 
feelings had lllready been expressed by 

the language of the opening hymn, 
"Kindred in Christ." etc. Giving a 
brief resume of the year, he st&ted tb&t 
two bad been removed by de&tb, two 
removed to other Churches, while five 
had been added by b&pti~m, two by 
testimony, and one tra.nsferred ; three 
were waiting to be added to the Church, 
two by baptism; so the Lord ba.d kept 
the w&ter moving. The dea.cons had 
he&ltb and strength given to them to 
fill their places with hudly a. brea.k 
during the whole year; the pa.star 
bringing his remarks to a close by 
req nesting his hea.rAra to join with him 
lo singing Hymn 949, " I my Ebenezer 
raiee.11 

Mr. Tbos. Ca.rr very gra.ciously spoke 
from the words, "The gra.ce of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you &II. Ameo."
expreesiog the words a.e Leing bis most 
sincere desire for them, bis a.ddress 
being much enjoyed. 

Pastor E. Mitchell followed with 
some thoughts oo the words, "He 
shall glorify me." insisting upol"\ the 
work of the Spirit a.nd its importe.oce 
in rela.tioo to our ea.I va.tioo. He wa.s 
much a.ppreci&ted, a.s also wa.s Mr Sturt. 
who followed with a.n ea.roest a.nd' 
eoconra.giog address. 

Mr. 0. Luca,, the trea.snrer, wa.e 
enabled to state that the ba.lance-sheet 
was a clean one. showing a. sma.11 
ha.la.nee to the good. 

The collections a.t the close of the ser
vices proved to be very good, a.mounting 
to nearly £12. Wba.t abundant reasons 
for the p&•tor and people then with 
heart a.od voice to join in the D0xology, 
"Pra.iee God from whom a.II blessing• 
flow" ! And so, while our eyes and 
hearts are lifted io gratitude, we pra.y 
to be favoured with a cootiooa.nce of 
these mercies. D. R. S. 

HORHAM.-Io response to an ap
peal from the Aldriogh&m B-,ptist 
Church to other Churches of the 
denomioa.tion in Suffulk for fioa.ncia.l 
help io the work of re-bnildiog or 
renovatiof:{ their chapel, the Church a.t 
Horba.m kindly invited pastor H. ~I. 
Morling to preach and take a. collection 
for this purpose. On Sunday, Feb. 19th. 
the services were held ; good congrega
tions attended both morning and e.fter
noon. We felt it good to be there -were 
conscious of the presence and help of 
the Holy Spirit. At the close of the 
services we were greatly cheered e.nd 
encouraged oo hearing the amount of 
the collectioo-£5 S,. 9..d. We desire 
to record our th&okfulness to God for 
Hie favour to us, a.od to the dear 
friends at Horham for their great 
kindness, and we pre.y that wba.t they 
gave to us and to the Lord was repaid 
to them io blessing-, and tba.t God's 
work may abundantly prosper io their 
midst. We would ask-Who will do 
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likewi•e 1 We are only poor people. 
\\'e must soon do somethin!!' to our 
0ld chapel. We need 1tt least £500. We 
have collected Bbout £180. A few col
lections would do much towards helping 
m in this necessary work.-H. M. M. 

ALDRINGHAM.-On WednPsda.y 
evening, Februo.ry I 5th, pastor H. D. 
Tooke. of Lowestoft, delivered his 
lecture, "The Pulpit, the Pew, a.nd the 
People." Pastor W. H. Berry, of 
Sa.xmundha.m, presided. A good audi
ence gathered a.nd listened with evident 
-d.pprecia.tion to the ma.ny things in
teresting. a.musing, a.nd especially in
structive to both preachers a.nd hearers. 
Our Sacred Singinir Society rendered 
selections of music during the evening. 
The collection, which was on behalf of 
our Renovation Fund, a.mounted to 
£1 14s. 6d.--H. M. M. 

TOTTENHAM (EBENEZEB). -Tha.t 
the Lord is abundantly blessing our 
Sabbath School here is a.n un1oubted 
fact. This was especially manifest on 
Tuesday, February 7th, when the 
par, nts and scholars assembled for the 
usual tea. and prize distribution. About 
230 sat down to tea., after which the 
friends a.nd scholars adjourned to the 
chapel for the evening meeting. The 
chapel was pa.eked. It was a. sight some 
of us will not easily forget. Our pastor 
,,ccupied the chair, and after reading 
Psalm cxli v., ea.lied upon brother Green 
to open the meeting with prayer. This 
was followed by ten recitations from 
various scholars. Mr. Stanley Martin 
he.d specially come down to address us, 
be.sing hi, remarks on "Bells." Our 
brother mentioned the various bells we 
a.re continua.Uy hearing, including the 
telephone, school, dinner, death, a.nd 
fire bells, dra. wing from each spiritual 
u.nd profitable lessons. The address 
'throughout was Scriptural and helpful, 
a.nd we pray that much blessing may 
resnlttherefrom. Whilst we were happy 
to see such a. la.rge number present, we 
would above all desire to record the 
ma.11ifesta.tion of the Master's presence 
in our midst.-E. J. V. 

STOWMARKET.-On Tuesday, Feb. 
7th. the Suffolk and Norfolk Strict 
Baptist M inistero' Conference held their 
winter meetings at Stowma.rket Baptist 
Chapel. Several pastors and brethren 
,.ssembled for prayer in the morning. 
It was a soul-refreshing time. The Holy 
Spirit was there, and most ea.roes~ 
supplications were made for a revival 
of God'• work, both in tbe hearts of His 
servants, and in the midst of the 
Churcbes generally. In the afternoon, 
after the usual business had been trans
acted, pastor W. Dixon read an excellent 
paper on'' Human Responsibility." The 
discussion which followed was very 

animated, but very kind, and we believe 
each of the brethren felt that they had 
profited by the same. In the evening 
the usual public meeting was held. 
There was a good oongregation. Pa.star 
W. Dixon rea.d the Soriptures and 
prayed. Earnest eva.ngelistio adrlresses 
were delivered by pastor A. Morling 
(Cottenham), on the "Healing of the 
Woman ot Canaan's daughter;" pa.9tor 
F. J. Harsa.nt (Wa.ttisha.m). on" Never 
ma.n spa.ke like this Man," and pastor 
G. F. Wa.11 (Bardwell), on ''Revival.". 
Altogether the da.y was a. very ha.ppy 
one. Our souls were blessed, and we 
trust Ood was glorified. The triends at 
Stowmarket kindly provided dinner and 
tea, and did their best to make us com
forta.ble.-H. M. M. 

BEXLEY HEATH (OLD BAPTIST 
CHAPEL).-The ninth annual meeting 
in connection with the Building Fund 
was held on Wednesday, 15th February.'; 
In the afternoon, to a well-attended con
grega.tion, Mr. R. Mutimer, of Brent
ford, preached a very instructive die
course on the burial aiid resurrection of 
our Lord, from Mark xvi. 6. After tea 
a public meeting wa.s held, the chair 
being taken by Mr. R. Mutimer, who, 
after reading and prayer, made a feVI 
appropriate remarks on pa.st, present, 
a.nd future. The secretary, Mr. R. 
Lane, rea.d the report, which showed 
that nine yea.re ago a liability of £800 
was incurred in purchasing the freehold 
and altering a.nd renovating the chapel, 
but a.a the result of arduous work with 
our la.te pastor, a.nd the kind assistance 
of the M.A.S B.C, the debt had been 
reduced to £54. To God bea.11 the glory. 
Mr. E. White, then, in an interestinir 
address, led our thoughts to the eternal 
building of God, not made with ha.ode, 
ha.sing his observations on 2 Cor. v. 1. It 
was then the pleasing duty of the cha.ir
man, on behalf of the friende, to pre
sent to our la.te pastor, Mr. E.W. Flegg, 
a gold watch, with 9.D inscription tbe.t 
it we.a presented to him by the members 
a.nd friends as a recognition of earnest 
a.nd devoted labours to the Cause. Mr. 
Flegg we.a affected by this expression of 
love a.nd esteem, a.nd spoke from Neh. 
v. 19. Mr. West, of Erith, followed 
with the encouraging words," It is I, be 
notafra.id." After singing a.nd the Bene
diction, a. meeting of mingled joy and 
sorrow terminated. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE, MOTE 
RoAD).-The Sunde.y-sohool anniver
sary was held on Sunday, Februuy 12th, 
when pastor H. Bull, of Boro' l¾reen, 
preached, in the morning from Isa.. xlix. 
19, 20, a.nd in the evening from Rom. i. 
16, 17. He also conducted a. children's 
service in the afternoon, speaking from 
P,a. xcviii. I. These services were muoh 
enjoyed. On Wednesday, 15th, a tea. 11,nd 
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publio meeUng was held, oommenoinl( 
Bt 6.30, Mr. D. Baker, of Peckham, in 
tbe obe.ir, Secretary's report showed a 
rlefioit of £2 18s. 9d., bnt we are the.nk
t'ul to say that with the oolleotions on 
Sunday and that taken during the even
ing, we were able to wipe this out. 
Recitations were given by the soholare, 
rrnd prizes distributed. During the even
ing the secretary was presented with a. 
purse of money from teachers and 
friends. 'l'his was one of the best 
restive.ls we have had for some yee.rs.-
H. B. 

M.A.S.B.C. SUNDAY SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE. 

WE held our annual meeting on the 
26th January, 1905, at Che.dwell-street, 
Clerkenwell. There was a. good attend
ance in the afternoon to listen to e. 
sermon by pastor H. T. Chilvers, who 
hased his remarks on three sentences in 
Isaiah 6: 

i., I saw also the Lord; 
2. Then ea.id I, woe is me ; 
3. Here am I, send me ; 

being a. God-honouring and soul-refresh
ing discourse. 

In the evening, our president, pastor 
R. E. Sea.re occupied the chair, when 
the secretary read a. report of the year's 
work, and the be.le.nee-sheet w:i.s given 
by the tree.surer, Mr. F. T. Newman. 
An interesting account of the new 
Sunday-school hymn-book was given 
by Mr. I. S. Vina.II, who stated it had 
been critioa.lly examined by our 
president, a.lso by the president . a.nd 
vice-president of the M.A.S.B.C., 
pa.store E. White and E. Mitchell. 
Pastor E. Marsh had written the preface. 
All heartily recommend it to our 
Associated Churches for the Sunday
schools, Bible-classee, Bands of Hope, 
and special services. It is now in the 
printer's bands. Price, when ready, 
cloth covers, 2d, each ; leather, 6d. each. 

Special mention wa.s ma.de of the kind 
help rendered to the book by Mr. H. S. 
Nunn, Mr. Robert Banks, and others. 

Our president then addressed us, 
speaking from 2 Chron. xxxi.," Thus did 
Hezekiah . . . he did it with all his 
heart, a.nd prospered." 

The following brethren ga.ve good 
Gospel a.ddreases :-Rose, Chilvers, 
Steele, We.kelin. Brother Mitchell, in a 
few kindly worde, voiced the feelings of 
the meeting that the secretary send a 
letter of sympathy to our brother John 
Bush in his great trial ID the loss of his 
dea.r wife. 

" Brethren, he needs our prayers," 
which was supported by Mr. H. S. Nunn. 

The sinj!'ing of " 0 God, our help in 
ages past," and the Benediction, con
cluded one of our best and most 
encouraging and helpful meeti-ngs. 

February 10th, pastor H. J. Galley 
a.gain delivered his lecture on "Our 

Sunday-schools and Baptist Hi•tory" 
at Monot Zion, Hill-street, Dorset
sque.re, it being much appreciated. 

CLAPHAM ,JUNCTION '' PROVI-
DENCE," MEYHICK ROAD. 

THE Sunday School Anniversary Ser
vices were hP-ld on February 12th and 
14th. We ha.ve to thank God for a 
realized blessing in our midst., acd for 
fruit gathered during the past year. 
Four scholars under the age of ~ixteen 
years have testified their Jove to Jesus 
by baptism. Two lady teachers were 
removed in providence to Bexhill-on
Sea, but three others were constrained 
by God's grace, and volunteered to fill 
the vacant places. The school is larger 
than for many years past. Special 
hymns and anthems were heartily ren
dered by the scholars and cboir, uuler 
the conductorship of our brother Eben
ezer G. Marsh. 

On Sunday, February 12th, our pas
tor (Mr. R. E. Sears), preached two soul
inspiring sermons, morning and even
ing, tu good congregat10ns, and con
dncted a Young People's Serviee in thA 
Dfternoon, the chapel being crowded 
with scnolars and friends. The address 
was highly ir.structive, and with an 
optical illustration-a red neck-tie-our 
Pastor based h s remark"l upon Deat. vi. 
12, "Beware" being t!.e central figure 
illustrated, reminding us of the many 
"signals" which we daily meet with 
in the public ,treets and the thought; 
conn, cted therewith. The junior scho
lars received their prizes at the close of 
the servioe. 

On Tue~day afternoon, February 1-!th, 
pastor B. J. Northfield preached a 
Christ-exalting sermon from Mark vi. 
56, the divisions being : (1) A <ery 
pitiJ.ble picture of hnmanity; (2) .A. won
derful record of the Saviour; (3) A. 
worthy example suggested. A good con
gregation of friends assembled. A large 
number, including elder scholars, sat 
down to tea. The evening meeting was 
presided over by Mr. J. F. Ca"chpole; 
after the reading of a portion of God's 
Word, brother W. P. Goodley invoked 
the Divine blessing, 

The secretary read the report of the 
past :vear's work. The tea.chars n111nber 
23. There are :36-! scholars on the books. 
123 members of the 1.B.R.A. The Band 
of Hope had a membership of 117, 
average attendance 97. Total receipts, 
£39lls.10¾d, ;expenditure, £-!0 1-ls. 6:ld, 
Small deficiency, £1 5s. 5id, on 
School funds, and a balance ,n hand 
of 2s. l0¾d, for mission funds. The 
superintendent (Mr. f,', W. Kevan) r€ad 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

seve~11l letters received from old scholars 
of the school. 

The chairman congratulated the 
officers and teachers upon the success 
which had attended their labom·s, and 
exho~ed them to continue in the work 
for the Master. 

Mr W. H.Rose,ofWoolwich,riveted 
the attention of all, and spoke of " A 
famous city, with its 100 gates of brass 
-Babylon." His thoughts were given 
under the two headings of the •· Ear
gate '' and "Eye-gate," and proved very 
instructing and interesting. 

Mr. Isaac Vinall spoke with liberty, 
basing his thoughts on Jesus, when 
He met the two disciples after that He 
bad risen from the dead. 

Mr. W. J. Mansfield, an old scholar, 
who met with a hearty reception, spoke 
with much power. 

Mr. B. J. Northfiel,l., in a few words, 
wished the school "God-speed." 

The chairman then presented the elder 
scholars with their prizes. 

During the evening several recitations 
were given, and two solos were sung, 
" Count your many blessings," by W. 
Keeble, and " Glory for me," by Miss 
Webber. Our pastor spoke a few words 
of encouragement to all. 

In conclusion, we believe that much 
spiritual blessing has been realized, 
owing to the initiation by Mr. Kevan 
of a Preosration Olass for teachers, held 
every Saturday evening during the year. 
Prayer has been heard ; all the praise 
be to our RedeemP-r. 

Collections amounted to £15 11s. We 
thank God and take courage. 

:MOB.DAUNT WM. KEEBLE, School Sec. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE Society's financial year will close 
on the 31st inst., and the Committee 
earnestly a.ppea.l to all friendB of the 
Lord's aged poor for such contributions 
before thiB period as will make up for 
the la.ck of legacieB during the past 
twelve monthB, a want which ha.B 
caused much anxiety. An expenditure 
of £42 daily is not.e~eily met. 

The inmates ot the Ca.mberwell 
Asylum were entertained _a._t tea by the 
Committee and Lady V1s1tor~, a. few 
weeks since. Such a.n opportunity of 
Chri~tia.n fellowBhip was much enjoyed 
by the aged friends .. Mr. Cre~sey pre
~ided ov.,r the evening meetrng, and 
briet addresees were given by MesBrB. 
Dalbey, Savage, Bumstead, Philcox, 
Boulden, and the Secretary. 

* * * The Lady Visitors of the Homsey 

Rise Asylum have the pleasure to in
form their friend,~ th "t prep1r.rations are 
being made for the Annual Sale of 
Useful a.nd Fanoy Work on Friday, 
July 7th. They would be thankful for 
any 1r.rtioles, espeoially dressing ja.okets, 
aprons, pinafores adulte' flrmnelette 
underolothing, bedroom slippers, eto. 

•• 
The prooeeds wiil be devoted to the 

Benevolent Fund for providing medioal 
attendanoe, necessaries for the siok, and 
nurses in oa.se of need. The ladies a.re 
anxious to make this Sale speoial, henoe 
pecuniary and other gifts would be 
most valuable to them. 

• * • A lady collector writes:-" I feel I 
am much more indebted to the pilgrims 
than they oan be to me, as they were 
the means of bringing me in olose oon
nection with so many of the Lord's 
children, and though not able to do so 
muoh from increasing age and in
firmities-I am in my 84th yeu-I 
she.II al ways be deeply interested in 
this valuable Sooiety .and all connected 
with the different branobes of the 
work. If young friends should be led 
to become colle~tors through reading 
my letter, may they be e.s muoh 
favoured as I have been ; then they will 
bless the Lord for the privilege He has 
given them." 

t§on.e Jome. 
MRS. BRISCOE. 

Mary, the beloved wife of Josiah 
Briscoe, peacefully fell a.sleep in Jesus 
in the early morning of February 9th. 
For several years her health had been 
failing, and the infirmities of age in
oree.sing, though her la.et illness was of 
short duration, and at first her recovery 
was hoped for. But everything that 
Bkill and kindness could suggest proved 
unavailing, and she peacefully-almost 
painlessly-'' fell a.sleep," and was laid 
to rest in Abney Park Cemetery on 
February 13th. Our pastor (Mr. E. 
Mitchell, of Che.dwell-street) and our 
late pastor (Mr. F. Fells, of Highbury) 
kindly conducted the _funeral services 
e.t the residence, and afterwards at the 
cemetery, where a group of attached 
friends from both Churohes paid the 
last tribute of affeotiona.te sympathy. 
-J.B. 

MB. JOHN BUBB, SENB. 
My dear fe.therreoeived his home-oa.ll 

on January 6th, at 6 e..m., after e. brief 
illness, e.t the ripe age of 84 years. I 
may describe him as one of the Lord's 
hidden oneB, he never having made e. 
profession of Christ publicly, but so 
long as I can remember he was one of 
those humble walkers in the fear of the 
Lord, loving the habitation of God's 
house, and never being absent or late e.t 
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the services. During his illness I visited 
him frer1uently, and when he felt he 
should not get better he was somewh11,t 
dark in his mind. I re11.d and prnyed 
with him, and then asked him upon 
what he was resting. He said : 

"On Obrist the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking s'.Lnd." 

He was sweetly restful and peaceful 
until the end c11,me, often repeating 
some f11,vourite hymn, which expres"ed 
his happy state of mind. Almost his last 
words were:-
., My eo•1l anticipates the day : 

Would stretch her wings and soar away 
To Bid the song, a, palm to bear, 
And bow-the chief of sinners there." 

His end was perfect peace. I have lost 
"' tender-hearted and loving fa.ther, but 
I would bless the Lord for sparing him 
for so many yeara, knowing that my 
loss is his eternal gain. 

MRS. JOHN BUSH, SENB. 

Only thirty-six hours after, she re• 
-0eived the 9ummons to come up higher 
and join her late husband. She was 
formerly a member of the late John 
Forman's at Mount Zion. Her pathway 
was not a bright one, and like many of 
the Lord's children she often had to 
walk in the dark. Three weeks before 
the Lord took her home she had a 
stroke which deprived her of her speech, 
so that she was unable to leave any 
dying testimony, and , suffered very 
muoh. My sister. who was with her when 
~he died, described her sufferings to be 
the most painful she ever witnessed, 
showing how sovereign is our God. 
They were both laid to rest together at 
Finohley Cemetery on Jan. 12th, 1906. 

MBB, JORN BUSH. 

My precious wife fell asleep in Jesu~ 
on Su.turday morning, January 21st, at 
l.15, after a very short illness. She was 
\n her usual health on Monday, the 16th 
111st.1 and on Tuesday had what we 
hoped would prove a slight attack of 
bronchitis. On Thursdu.y she became 
worse, and on Friday heart fa.ilure set 
ID, and she peacefully pa.seed awa.y in 
th~ early hours of Sa.turda.y morning. I 
su.1d to her on Frida.y, a.fter the doctor 
ha.d seen her,,; My da.rling, the Lord is 
a.bout to ta.ke you home." "Wha.t" she 
ea.id, " to-da.y ? " I replied, "I hop~ not, 
but I don't think it will be long." She 

!
looked a.t me, and her calm sweet smile 

shall never forget. "Well, dea.r, for 
Y,our sa.ke and the children, I should 
lH1~e t~ stay; but He knows best, o,nd, 

1s will be done." 

"'Tie sweet to lie passive in His hands, 
And know no will but His,'' 

Sh~ then gave loving counsel to all her 
ih!ldren, and repeated many precious 
hh!Dgs. My dear da.ughter Nellie, whose 

1 
usband the Lord took from her in July 

u.st, said, "Mother, dear, you will see 

my dear Bert before I sh111l" t0 which 
she replied," I she.II see the King in Hie 
be11,uty." Her last words were to one of 
my danghters1 "Tu.ke ea.re of your 
father, I am go1Dg home; to die is gain.•· 
The whole of that verse had been 11, great 
comfort to her during the illne•A, "For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain." We were ba.ptized tog-ether 11,t 
the Surrey Tabernacle, thirty-Ii ve vears 
since, by James Wells, of sweet memory. 
I have Jost one of the most loving aud 
devoted wives, and my children a tender 
sympathetic, and affectionate mother'. 
and many have testified to their loss of 
11, true friend. We laid her to rest on 
Wednesday, January 25th, in the 
presence of many dear friends, who came 
from distances out of love and respect. 
Our brother and friend, Mr. W. J. Styles, 
spoke comforting words to our sorrow• 
ing beans. I would humbly bow to the 
will of my Lord, and bless Him for so 
precious a gift, and for the forty years 
of sweet companionship we have had 
together, with the dear hope of soon 
meeting where no dea.th shall ever come 
to separate, but we shall be for ever 
with the Lord. Yours in deep sorrow, 
-JOHN BUSH. 

N.B.-I have been deeply touched by 
the many letters and expressions of 
loving sympa.thy received, and would 
express my heart-felt tha.nks to all 
still asking a continuance of the prayer~ 
of God's living family.-J. B. 

The following verses were found in 
my dear wife's handwriting on the top 
of her private drawer, which I opened 11, 

week after her home-call; they ea.me as 
11, meesa.ge from heaven.-J. B. 

11 1 am home in heaven, dear ones; 
0, so happy and so bright•! 

There is perfect joy and beauty 
In this everlasting light. 

All the pain and grief are over; 
Every restless tossing passed ; 

I am now at peace for ever, 
Sa[ely home in heaven at last. 

Did yon wonder I so calmly 
Trod the valley of the shade ? 

Ah! but Jesus' love illumined 
Every dark and fearfnl glade. 

And He came Himseli to meet me 
In that way so hard to tread : 

And, with Jesus' arm to lean on. 
Could I have one doubt or dread? 

Then you must not grieve so sorely, 
For I love you dearly still. 

Try to look beyond earth's shadows ; 
Pray to trust our Father's will. 

There is work still waiting for yon, 
So yon mnst not idly stand. 

Do it now, while life remaineth ; 
You she.ll rAst in Jesus' hand. 

When that work is all completed 
He shall gladly call you home : 

Oh I the rapture of that meeting ! 
Oh! the joy 10 see yon come ! " 

MR. JAMES JOSEPH FOWLER, 

who was formerly in membership with 
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the Church at Speldhuret-rolld, passed 
llWe.y on Febrn11.ry l>th, aged i,6, 

MRS. FRANKLIN. 
Our dear friend, Mrs. Franklin, whose 

rnorte.l remain@ we le.id to reet on 
Friday. Je.nu~ry 1:~th, \'<'P.B born on 
December 10th. 1816, and departing on 
.re.nue.ry 9th, 190i'i, was thus 88 years of 
:.ge. Eo.rly in life she we.a e.we.koned to 
,, sense of her condition ae e. sinner 
before God bv reading e. little book, 
c&l!ed '' The Young Cotte.ger," and ·a 
r!reat change was wrought in her. 
Dnring her long life it we.s manifest 
that ehe loved God, loved His people, 
loved His house, and when strong and 
vigorous was al ways ready to serve her 
Lord in any way she could. Many a one 
has reason to bless her for her practice.I 
sympathy. Outspoken to a_degreee, yet 
one of the kindest hearts beat in her 
brea8t; and in many ways she was ·a 
help, not only to the canse of truth, but 
to the poor of God's family. In her 
home life her Christianity was not 
hidden; she strove not only· to speak 
rightly but to walk rightly, and her 
children rise up and call her blessed. 
She was married in the year 1846, and 
for 58 years lived happily. Her aged 
partner- 93 yea.re old-still lingers _on, 
but hopes one day to join her above. 
Her prayer has been for her children, 
not that they might have wealth or long 
life, but that they might be broug-ht to 
know the Lord ; and we believe her 
prayer will be answered, so that there 
ma.y be a united family around the 
throne of God. Some of her favourite 
hymns a.nd sayings during her life 
were:-

.. Earth is a darksome, lonesome place, 
Without Thy presence, Lord;" 

and, 
"Led by Him we brave the ocean, 

Each tumultuous storm defy; 
Calm amid tempestuous motion, 

Knowing that the Lord is nigh. 
Waves obey Him, 

A.Di the storms before Him fly." 
After e. ba.ptizing service at the chapfll 
she repeated to one of her daughters :-
" And when I'm to die,' Receive me,' I'll cry; 

My Jesns bas loved me, I cannot tell why ; 
This one thing I find, we two are so joined, 
He'll not live in glory and leave me behind." 

She took to her bed on November 11th, 
1903, and during her illness, especially 
at the latter end, endured severe pa.in, 
but was never heard to utter one 
murmuring word. Her patience was 
indeed wonderful. Possessed of an 
extraordinary memory, her mind was 
stored with portions of the Word and 
sacred hymns, and these were made very 
precious to her. I saw her on Friday. 
January 6th, and i:,rayed with her. I 
4 noted a. verse :-

" Other Refuge have I none; 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee : 

Leave, ah! leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me." 

Sever"! tim~•, o.fter I was gone, she 
repeated : 

"Still support and comfort me."' 
I saw her "~"in on the Sunday, hut she 
was praotioally tlllconsoious to all sur
rounding-•, but ~ev~ml times murmured, 
"Only ,Jesus." On Mnnda.y morning 
her Hpirit departed. Her end was peaoe : 
she simµly fell on sleep The following 

• words, taken from Clieei·in,q Woi·ds, 
were espec111olly sweet to her:-

EVENTIDE. 
BY M. A. CHAPLIN. 

[" Cheering Words," October, 1904.] 

My ~ea.ding days o.re over now : the books 
I've Joyed so long 

Seem simply but the echo of a faint and far 
off song : 

So near and so treme::idons is the future at 
my feet. . 

That what I want is something wbicb will 
make that fnture sweet. 

And there is nothing like the Word, the 
ever blessed Word, 

When that dear Word and my poor heart 
are in divine accord: 

I cannot understand it all, nor trust it as I 
would, 

But oh ! the honey in God's thoughts which 
can be understood. 

And now and then, it seems to me, the 
writer of a hymn . 

Has cangbt the light within a word which 
to my eyes was dim: 

• Listen ! my soul looks back to see the 
burden Thou dids't bear 

While banging on tb' accursed tree, and 
hopes her guilt was there. 

I croon it in the night-time when the strange 
fears stronger grow ; 

I breathe it in the morning 'neath the 
Seripl,ures' bopefnl glow; 

And when my fears are over, and I see His 
face above, 

I'll bless t.he Lamb with cheerful voice and 
sing His bleeding love. 

Steal in, oh I whispering hymns of strength, 
amid my failing powers; 

Bring the soul's morning mnsic into nature's 
evening bonrs : 

Help me to pr,iise a precious Obrist with 
my last labouring breath, 

And dying clasp Him in my arms, the 
antidote of death. 

M.R, S. HALL, 
of Camberwell, passsd away on Wednes• 
day, Janua.ry 16bh, aged 83. My father 
was a subscriber to, and frequently wrote 
pieceE for, the EARTHEN VESSEL from 
its commencement. In early life he 
was brought into Gospel liberty under 
the la.te Mr. Abrahams, and was baptized 
at the Baptist Churob, Cripplegate. 
He, however, subsequently joined the 
Church under the pastoral oare of Mr. 
Sinden, 11,nd was the oldest member of 
that Church. He frequently took pa.rt 
in the services at the Aged Pilgrims' 
Asylum, Ca.mberwell.-A. B. HALL. 

WILLIAM HENRY TAYLOR, 
pastor of the Churoh e.t Oommeroial
street, fell asleep in Jesus on Thursde.y 
morning, Februa.ry 16th .. 



"WORK FOR THE DAY IS COMING." 
A WORD FOR WEARY WORKERS, BY A BROTHER AND COMPANION 

IN TRIBULATION. 

" The night is fe.r spent, the day is at hand." -Rom. xiii. 12. 

"Work, for the night is coming! 
Work through the morning hours; 

Work while the dew is sparkling, 
Work 'mid springing flowers; 

_Work when the day grows brighter, 
Work in the glowing sun; 

Work, for the night is coming, 
When man's work is done." 

THESE pathetic words are popularly suppose_d to furnish a correct 
estimate of the lives of holy and active Christians; and to present 

a high motive for persistency and energy in the service of God. Life's 
little day at the best is brief. "The shades of night are falling fast." 

" Our hearts though stout and brave 
Still, like muffled dru.i:ns a.re be~ting funeral marches to the grave." 

Opportunities must cease. The conjunction of events which now 
makes godly effort possible and hopeful is terminable and transient. 
"Work," then," for the night is coming." 

THE SENTIMENT DISPUTED. 

Common as is this conception of a life of devotion to God, we 
venture to question its accuracy, and would bring it to the test of truth.• 

We, nevertheless, concede at the onset that the idea has apparent 
support in the Word of God; For instance, it seems to be implied in 
Solomon's well-known words, '' Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom in the grave whither thou goest." We should, however, 
remember that the writer was a jaded sensualist, who had wasted his 
splendid powers and opportunities in folly and self-indulgence. Such a 
man's review of life was perforce gloomy. All through this book he 
never looks beyond the tomb. No God to "receive him to glory" 
(Psa. lxxiii. 24) is present to his mental vision, as He was to that of 
Asaph. What, therefore, in his limited view has to be devised and done, 
must be attempted and accomplished soon or never, for life is over
shadowed by impending death. The philosophy is indeed sound as far 
I\B it goes-but it does not attain to the high ideal of a life loyally and 
lovingly devoted to the service of God. 

• The writer does not forget that the brevity of this mortal life is referred 
to in the Bible as e. reason for gracious humility and sobriety (Psa.. mix. 4 ; 
1 Cor. vii. 29-31; 1 Pet. iv. 7). It is, however, never used, as our duty-faith 
b~ethren so often employ it, as a motive for a. sinner's at once me.king his peace 
with God; or in the sense which it is the object of the a.hove sermon to oppose. 
-AUTHOR'S NOTEJ. 

VoL. LXI. APRIL, 1905. H 
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Again, we recall the memorable saying of the Master's. " I must 
work the works of Him that sent me while it is day : the night cometh 
when no man can work." 

This, though it expresses a universal truth in relation to humanity, 
here refers only to Christ Himself. It was part of His voluntary 
humiliation while here below to submit to the limitations of time and 
space, which are common to all men. He could tmvel from place to 
place only by physical and exhausting effort. What He covenanted to 
do on earth had to be done in its prescribed season. His own day of 
mediatorial and meritorious service is thus here intended. Such were 
the conditions under which the work given Him by God must be per
formed. It had to be done at the pre-appointed time, which was-as 
He spoke-hastening to its tragic close (Luke xxii. 37). 

In this, our experience differs from His. His life on earth was a 
prolonged day of service and suffering. To Him, the light was perfect. 
He beheld every foe, read eve1·y heart, forecast the future with unerring 
certainty, and felt as if present, the coming sorrows of the future. 
Before Him loomed the dark culmination of human ingratitude and 
cruelty; and the terrible hiding of His Father's face.* Emphatically 
might He, therefore, say, "the night cometh." 

We work, as best we can in the gloom of present night. But few of 
the adverse forces marshalled agains~ us are visible. We are ignorant 
of the dangers and disasters that lie before us. Our hope, however, is 
the dawn of a bright and blessed future ; '' The night is far spent, the 
day is at hand." In our progress we are slowly leaving the shadows 
behind, and we are bidden to work on, and to await and expect the 
joyful disclosures of the coming morning. He thus toiled in the day 
which was to be closed by the terrible night of His cross and passion. 
We labour in the night whi.:;h is to lead to the ineffable light of a morn
ing without clouds. 

AN IMPORTANT DISTINCTION. 

• We here-be it noted-refer solely to the Christian's life on earth 
as a period of special and unique service for God. Truth is many-sided; 
many of the figures of the Bible illustrate it in more than one aspect-
as do the frequent allusions to day and night when used in connection 
with the course of the Christian's life in thi~ world. As God's living 
and loving children we are eaid, in another sense, to be pursuing our 
heavenward journey by day, and in the light. 

This we do dispensationally, in contrast to those who lived before 
the advent and passion of the Saviour. He "abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light by the Gospel." Through Him 
the "darkness has departed," "and the true light shone forth." The 
dim obscurity of Old Testament times is gone. Every Christian is a 
child of the day. 

Again, according to the measure of spiritual favour accorded us, we 
live in the light experimentally. "We have been delivered out of the 

• For this train of thought the author is indebted to a Discourse by Rev. 
John Caird, M.A., on "The Solitariness of Christ's Sufferings," the text being 
Isa. !xiii. 3, "I have trodden the wine-press alone," e.nd the subject the ea.uses 
of our Lord's loneliness as a sufferer. "One of the most obvious of these is 
shown to be that all His sorrows were olee.rly and fully foreseen." Sermons, 
pe.ge 134. 
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power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of the Son of God's 
love" (Col. i. 13),, and thus were" called out of the darkness into His 
marvellous light ' (1 Pet. ii. 9 ). Hence, though "once darkness "-not 
-simply in the dark--we "are now light in the Lord," and should walk 
as the children of light (Eph. v. 8). "Ye, brethren, are not in dark
iileBR • . • but ye are all children of light, and children of the day " 
(1 These. v. 5). Our Lord, therefore, assures us that those who "follow 
Him shall not walk in darkne~s, but shall have the light of life " (.John 
viii. 12). 

This, however, by no means upsets oar position. Figurative repre
sentations of the truth may differ according to the standpoint from 
which it is regarded, but they cannot contradict one another. In 
reference to our walk by faith in Christ, we are " sons of the day "-the 
day which will know no eventide (Zech. xiv. 7) ; and the glory of whose 
close will exceed the brightness of its noon. "Thy sun shall no more 
"0 down, neither shall thy moon withdraw herself : for the Lord shall 
be thine everlasting light." In reference to our work for Christ the case 
cis, however, different. We are called to toil in the dark, assured that 
"joy cometh in the morning" (Psa. ux. 5). 

THE CORROBORATION OF EXPERIENCE. 

This view is corroborated by experience. None that faithfully serve 
the Lord are to any great extent, consciously working in the light. 
Shadows, though soon to flee away, now obscure the vision. Of many 
things we are compelled to cry "we know not"-" we see not "-or, at 
best, "we see through a glass darkly.'' Our perception of the truth is 
imperfect-the direct course of duty, often anything but plain. We are 
mysteries to ourselves, and others are mysteries to us. We trust in them 
and are disappointed. We confide and are deceived. Our colleagues fail us 
when most we need their support, and perhaps become opponents and 
hold us up to contempt. 

Results are doubtful. Great principles are at work of which we are 
ignorant. Desires which seem so holy, are found to clash with Divine 
purposes. The power of prayer fails us through lack of light. " We 
know not what we should pray for as we ought." "Also when we cry 
and shout He shutteth out our prayer" (Lam. iii. 8), as it were slam
ming Mercy's door upon our appealing hearts. Thus it is ours to 
labour in the gloom, hardly knowing where we are and what our actual 
-environment is. 

Who knows what succe,s is, and how to ensure it ? Is onr '· labonr 
in the Lord in vain " or not ? * Results often show that what at one 
time seem matters for congratulation arn really to be deplored. Will 
results abide or diminish into nothing, like a snowball held in a hot hand? 
E_very true religious biography, the chronicle of any Christian commu
mty, the history of God's one Church on earth,-all confirm the 
conviction that our labours for Christ are, and must be, pm·sned during 
1the night watches. 

But there is brightness ahead. Nature's day terminates with night ; 

* See Isa. xlix. 4; 1 Cor. xv. 58; Gal. ii. 2 and iv. 11; 1 Thess. iii. 5; and 
·other pa.sse.ges. These would well repay the le.hours of the Christian student if 
studied in conjunction with ea.eh other. 0 tor more such prayerful delvers in 
the wide field of the truth I 
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Hod's days begin with evening (Gen. i. 5) and end with the morning.~ 
Mysteriell will be explained ; misconceptions cleared up ; apparent. 
failures be seen to have been real successes; and efforts that we deplored 
11s vain, proved to have led to rich results, in the light of the coming 
dawn.t 

Thus the Apostle closes his sustained and splendid demonstration of 
the glorious resurrection of those who die in Christ by making the light 
of the future irradiate the gloom of the present. " Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord·• (1 Cor. xv. 58). Keep on in prayerful, patient, and 
persistent effort, amid a thousand discouragements. 

" Courage, brother, do not stumble, 
Though thy we.y seem de.rk e.s night; 

There's a ste.r to guide the humble-
' Trust in God, and do the right.' " 

"Trust in the Lord and do good, ... and He shall bring forth thy 
righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday" (Psalm 
xxxv1i. 3, G). 

The subject is not unimportant. Truth is truth, whether we a~sem 
to it or not. Facts are unalterable and unaffected by our knowledge of 
them. Nevertheless, our views of things largely influence our character 
and conduct. Hence it is most desirable to share God's estimate of our 
service for Him. 

It is true that " swift to its close ebbs out life's little day"; but the 
joys that grow dim, and the glories that fade away, are earth's joys and 
glories. "The fashion of this world," indeed, "passeth away," but 
there is another world " whence all our hopes arise." 

Sing then, 0 my brothers, sing, but not in the minor mood of 
natural sentiment, which broods over the vanished past and bemoans the 
fast-receding present. Sing to the key-note that Hope ever strikes? even 
amid the encircling gloom, and, for the old morbid, melancholy stram, let 
our song rather be:-

" Work, for the de.y is coming, 
Work in the waning light, 

Work in the she.des of the gloaming, 
Work in the dree.ry night. 

Work till life's tangled story 
Ends with the rise of the sun, 

And e.t the de.wn of the glory 
The Me.ster says, 'Well done.'" 

THE FAITH THAT CLEAVES to Christ is accounted by God "fruit" 
to His glory. One end of all His dealings and discipline with our souls 
is to exalt His dear Son ae the Object of our trust and love-" That 
all (saved) men should honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father."-P . 

., The enemies of God e.nd His truth me.y triumph over His people for a 
see.son, but "the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning" 
(Psa. xlix. 14, and Rev. xi. 2G e.nd iii. 9). 

t See the chapter in Mrs. E. C. C. Be.illie's wonderful "Protoplast" 011 

"The First Day.'' 
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AN ALL-IMPORTANT QUEBTION. 
"What is Truth? "-John xviii. 38., 

BY EDWARD MITCHELL, CLERKENWELL. 
Being the President's Inaugural Address at the Thirty;/ourth Annw:tl .vleeting 

of the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Chu,.ches. 

\/1 EN, BRETHREN, AND FATHERS, FELLOW-BEJ,IEVERS IN 

lJl OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND HEIRS TOGETHER OF THE 
GRACE OF LIFE,-lt were base ingratitude on my part not gratefully 
to acknowledge the mark of your esteem and regard manifested in again 
placing me in the presidential chair of our Association. Yet if I had 
consulted my own feelings I should have been in the pew listening to 
some other brother rather than in the pulpit addressing you. I am 
rapidly becoming one of the aged brethren whose views may be regarded 
as somewhat of the fossil order by the younger brethren springing 
up around us. It appears to me that changes are taking place among m 
-perhaps necessarily and rightly so. These changes may be more in che 
mode of expression than in the substance of the things expressed-more 
a matter of phraseology than theology-yet I remember that we are 
.exhorted to " hold fast the form of sound words " ; which exhortation 
seems to imply that if we let the ''form of sound words" go, it is not at all 
unlikely that we may at the same time lose the truths enshrined therein ; 
that, in loosing our hold of the body, we may allow the spirit tha:, 
animates that body to escape us. 

Our brethren who are to follow me have had the great advantage of 
having their themes chosen for them. To get a subject for my address, 
and that subject to be the right one, appropriate to the occasion, and on 
which a measure of blessing might rest, has been a matter of exercise to 
my soul. Whether I have succeeded in this, the effect, or otherwise, 
that may follow will decide ; that I have earnestly sought it my 
{:Onscience will bear me witness. 

The question put to our Lord by Pilate, "What is truth ? " will form 
the basis of my address. A more important question it is difficult 
to conceive, but Pilate did not wait to receive an answer. ~\ ::naterialistic 
?Ynic, his enquiry was contemptuous-" Truth! what is truth? "-as 
~f there were no truth, or no truth that interested him. To us, brethren, 
truth is. or should be, all-important. To obtain the clearest and fullest 
answer to this question should be a leading desire of our minds. To 
know the truth, experience its power, walk in it, and proclaim it to 
others, the great aim of our lives. 

In answer to the question, '' What is truth ? " it has been replied 
that" God is essential Truth, Christ is incarnate Truth, and the Scriptures 
are revealed Truth." It is with revealed truth we would deal. The 
subject is far too large to be treated comprehensively ; we can only 
~elect a few points for our address. But we would just say here in pass
mg, that we can hold no fellowship whatever with, nor can we allow the 
name of Christian to be properly applied to, any who deny the constitution 
of the Redeemer's person-that He is both God and man in one undivided 
personality-the reality of the atonement that He has made, and the 
ustification by qrace of believers " through the redemption that is -in Christ 
Jesus." Deniers or evaders of these fundamental truths may be very 
Jearned, highly-cultured persons : thev may charm men by their ek,quem 
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preaching-. or fascinate them by tlleir powerful personality; tlley may 
ntter many moral trnths in their discourses; their lives may be out
wardly blameless, and tl1eir churches or chapels cl'Owded witll hearers, 
but they are not Clod'R servants, but are thus described in the unerring 
·word : " For sucll are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel ; for Satan him
self is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing 
if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;. 
wllose end sllall be according to their works" (2 Cor. xi. 13-15). Let 
no man deceive you, my brethren. Listen to tile words of truth : "If 
there come ~ny unto you, and bring not this doctrine. receive him not 
into your house, neither hid him God-speed: for he that biddeth him 
God-speed is partaker of his e~il deeds" (2 John x. 11). And, again. 
" Though we, or an angel from lleaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed" 
(Gal. i. 8). Let these cautions and warnings sink down into oar hearts 
Greater crime a man can scarcely be guilty of than that of perverting the 
Gospel of Christ. They are the worst kind of rebels against God, and 
most injurious to men, who preach their own inventions instead of 
the Gospel of Christ. 

But our purpose is to put, and endeavour to answer, this question
" What is truth ? " in relation to a few points wherein no small differ
ences of view prevail in the professing Church to-day. We commence 
with man's c:011.dition. What is truth 

COXCERNING MAN'S CONDITION BY NATURE ? 

A right understanding here is of the utmost importance. A lack of 
this appears to lie at the root of most of the errors of modern evan
gelicalism. A knowledge of the condition of man must necessarily affect 
the language in which one addresses him. In pursuing this inquiry we 
shall confine the discussion to the testimonies and teaching of revelation, 
to which alone we shall go for the answer. Rea13on, experience, and 
observation might be called as witnesses, and they would all, so far as 
they are qualified to bear testimony, corroborate revelation ; but the 
Word goes far beyond the others, is much clearer in its witness, and, 
being the Y oice of God Himself, is infallible-

"This is the Judge the.t ends the strife, 
Where wit and reason fail." 

Man's condition may be viewed in a two-fold aspect-the legal and the 
spiritual. To commence with the legal-his condition in relation to the 
laze. The 8criptures inform us that man enters into this world as a 
condemned creature. Nor is it silent as to the cause of his condemnation; 
it results from his natural and federal relation to Adam, the first parent 
of mankind. God created man originally in His own unage (Gen. ii. 27). 
He placed the creature thus made upright, nnder a law, a covenant. 
the b, each of which was death ( Gen. ii. I 7). Adam transgressed 
his Creator's command. and involved himself, and all his postel'ity, 
who were considered as being in him, in condemnation. " In Adam 
all die" (1 Cor. xv. 22). "By the offence of one j~dg1:11ent ~ame 
upon all men to condemnation . . . . by one man s disobedience 
many were made sinners" (Rom. v. 18, 19). L2t this be clearly appre
hended, and the falseness of the statement, current in the religious world, 
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that mnn is born in a state of probation, and condemned becanse he will 
not receive the Gospel, becomes apparent. It is the law that condemns 
the sinner ; be enters into this world under its condemnation, and is 
amenable to its sentence for all bis personal transgressions. But the 
Gospel is simply ",qood news." It unfolds the way in which God saves 
sinners freely, by His own grace, from the dread condition into which 
sin bas brought them. The ordinary method of presenting the matter 
rnferred to above destroys the very life-principle of the Gospel and 
changes it into another law, in which men's duty is to believe-believing 
thus being made a work-and on the discharge of bis duty be is rewarded 
with salvation-thus making faith a condition, taking the place of per
sonal obedience to the law, and, in far.t, the man his own saviour. Need 
I say that this is not the "good news" of salvation which the AposUes 
preached, and by which sinners are saved ? 

We come now to consider the spiritual aspect of man's condition by 
nature. The result of the first transgression was not only that the 
penalty of death was incurred, but it also issued in the loss of that image 
in which man was originally created. Consequently Adam transmitted 
to his posterity a corrupt, a vitiated nature. Thus runs the Scripture: 
'' Adam begat a son in his own likeness, after his image" (Gen. v. 3). 
He could not impart what he did not posse3s. Sin had sent its poisou 
throughout Adam's whole being, and the stream of corruption flows 
through the veins of all his posterity. The whole history of the world 
is a commentary upon this sad and solemn fact. Here is God's own testi
mony: "And God saw tbaL the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually" (Gen. vi. 5 ). And, again, after the flood, "The imagina
tion of man's heart is evil from his youth" (Gen. viii. 21). We have, 
too, our Lord's personal testimony on this point. He who knew what 
was in man, said, '' Out of the heart of man proceed evil thoughts, arlul
teries, fornications, murders, thefts, coveteousness, wickednP.,s, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness" (Mark viii. 
21, 22). The black catalogue of evils, the seeds of which, even when 
they have not broken out in the life, are found in every human heart, 
occupies nine verses in Rom. iii. And most emphatically does the 
Apostle Paul, in Eph. ii. 1-3, set forth man's sad condition as being 
"dead in trespasses and sins, and by nature '' children of wrath." 

Let these infallible desc;riptions-and, if time permitted, we might 
multiply them almost indefinitely-be placed over against the popular 
view of man's condition, and what disparity is at once apparent. I have just 
read some words by a prominent evangelist in the Free Churches of this 
land which may serve to illustrate this point. He is reported as having 
said : "Deep down, latent in every man's soul. is the desire to be good ; 
to be better than he knows himself to be." It is apparently upon this 
latent principle that he bases bis hope of reaching and raising men ; and 
to it I presume that he appeals. Now this reluctance to admit that 
man is the utterly lost creature which the Scriptures declare him to be, 
and this supposed latent good that is in him, appears to me to be the 
ground of the many unscriptural appeals to sinners, who, according to 
the Scriptures, are dead in trespas,es and sins, to arise and perform 
living actions. But it would be objected by some, "We do not expect 
men to do these things of themselves, but look to the Holy Spirit 
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to enable them to do them." To this I reply, "that the Holy Spirit 
ne,er enables the old nature to to do anything spiritual, but with 
so,ereign power "quickens whom He will," and then enables the soul 
that is quickened to believe on the Lord ,Jesus Christ; whereas your 
,1ddress is deli-ered to all who come under the sonnd of your voice, and 
therefore implies either that the man possesses the power himself to 
perform what you bid him do, or that he can command the operations 
of that Spirit, Who, as our Lord Himself declares, " breatheth where He 
willeth," and is in no conceivable sense subject to the will or caprice 
of men." 

Brethren, there is a great danger lurking under this method of 
address. I speak not now of the dishonour done to the Holy Spirit 
by robbing Him of His sovereignty and omnipotence, but of the danger 
to those who hear these addresses. Human nature is quite capable of 
bringing forth a counterfeit conversion. It can be wrought upon by 
principles of self-love-that is, to escape hell, and obtain the joys of 
heaven, which may be set before men in a )]loving and entrancing way 
-it may be wrought upon to forsake outward sins, so that there may be 
a remarkable reformation; it may in a natural way, and with much 
emotion, too, do as it is exhorted to do, accept Christ as its supposed 
Saviour; and, without any conscious hypocrisy, imagine it is savingly 
con,erted, when it has never risen above natural principles, and is desti
tute of regenerating grace. Nature's imitation of grace may be a very 
close one, difficult, nay even impossible at times, for man to detect, but 
it ahrnys lacks a sound conviction of its own utter badness and weakness; 
the broken and contrite heart ; the whole-hearted reliance upon the Lord 
.Jesus Christ, and the tender filial fear of God, which is His own covenant 
gift to His chosen ones. The popular method of addressing sinners is 
calculated to foster false views of man's powers, and likely to produce 
false conversions. 

In conclusion on this point. Man is dead in law-under condemna
tion-dead spiritually-alienated from God, and an enemy by wicked 
works, entirely destitute of spiritual life. It is not intended that the 
faculties of his soul are destroyed-they remain, but vitiated by sin
else were he not an accountable being. The poison of sin has so en~ered 
into his being, that he is at enmity with God, and destitute of either 
power or will to recover himself from his lost condition. Nor will a~y 
conceivable patching up suffice to bring him back to God. A 1;1ew life 
must be imparted to, and implanted within, him ; he must be qmckened 
-made to livfl anew-by the Holy Ghost, or ever he can enter into the 
kingdom of God. Let but this truth be experimentally known, and the 
foolish notion of man's spiritual powers inevitably perishes. and his utter 
dependence upon sovereign grace for salvation is established. 

We ask next, What is truth 
IN RELATION TO MAN'S REDEMPTION ? 

Two answers to this question are given. Time was when all the 
Reformed Churches gave but one answer, but that unity was broken by 
the introduction of Arminianism. The two views referred to are known 
as " General Redemption " and "Particular Redemption." The first of 
these doctrines asserts that the whole human family, without exception, 
was redeemed by the death of our Lord Jesus Chri1;it, while the second 
teaches that it was a special portion of mankind, sovereignly selected by 
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God, that was redeemed by that stupendous transaction. Our adherence 
to the latter view has procured for us the name of " Particular Baptists." 
Not a few of those ranked as believers in "general rerlemption," jndged 
by their own statements, appear to believe in no real redemptic,n at all. 
This need not surprise us. The down-grade is an ever-increasingly steep 
gradient, 1md those who hold general views too frequently slide down 
into Unitarianism, or something scarcely distinguishable therefrom. But 
we have not to do with those who have forsaken redemption entirely
they have placed themselves altogether outside the Christianity of the 
Scriptures-but there are numbers, as zealous for redemption as are any 
of ourselves, who regard it, and speak of it, as a general traneaction in 
which the whole body of mankind is interested. The old simple question, 
"What is it that saves a sinner ? " cannot be answered on grace prin
ciples according to their scheme. If God has made no difference, then 
the saved man must in some way, and to some extent, have made the 
difference himself ; and is, therefore, entitled to some share of the glory 
of his salvation -a principle, it is needless to say, that will never be 
admitted in heaven, and is abhorred by every true believer here on ea.rth, 
whatever may be the vagaries of his creed. 

We may be helped to a right view of this important truth by con
siderin_q what redemption means. To redeem is to buy back. It supposes 
a former ownership or possession, and then in some way a lien upon the 
possession which must be paid off in order to its enjoyment by the origi
nal owner. The laws of redemption of land under the Mosaic economy 
afford illustrations of the principle, as does also the redemption of the 
first-born. In every such transaction there are the redeemer, the 
redeemed, the purchase price, and the deliverance of the redeemed to the 
Redeemer. These are all found in the eternal redemption of sinners. 
The Redeemer is our Lord Jesus Christ-this all agree upon-and the 
purchase price is His Own precious blood-concerning which there is no 
dispute among Christians. " For we were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold bnt with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish" (1 Pet. i. 18, 19). There 
remain to be considered the redeemed and th~ delz'verance. Must not 
these correspond if the transaction is real and just? Is it not the part 
of juEtice to see that the Redeemer receives that which He has bought 
at so great a price ? But it may be objected that those who are not 
delivered have themselves to blame for the loss of their souls. Will not 
this throw us back on man, and make him, not the Redeemer, his own 
saviour ? Does it not also reflect upon the power and grace of the Holy 
Ghost, and flatly contradict the Word of God ? " For whom He did 
foreknow, them He also did predestinate. Moreover, whom 
He did predestinate, them He also called : and whom He called, 
them He also justified ; and whom He justified them He also glorified" 
(Rom. viii. 29, 30). There is no fracture here, no weak link iu the 
chain ; all is as strong, sure, and settled as the eternal purpose of 
God, or the throne of the Almighty Himself. 

Let us consider two or three other Scriptures on this point, and then 
pass on. Our Lord says in that solemn, glorious, heart-gladdening 
prayer, which He offered just prior to His paying down the ransom price, 
-" As Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give 
eternal life to as many as Thou has given Him" (John xvii. 2). What 

l 
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hinders the Redeemer, Who has power over all flesh, from delivering His 
ransomed ones ? Bnt clearly His mission is not to deliver all men, but 
all His chosen ones. Truly all nations, in another sense, are given to 
Him. But of some it is written, "Thon shalt break them with a rod 
of iron : Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel (Psa. ii. 9). 
Can we suppose Him to have redeemed with His Own precious blood 
those whom He will thus treat ? Again, He Himself ~aid, "The good 
Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep," and in the same chapter He tells 
some of the Jews that they were not His sheep (,John x. 11 and 26). 
Once more, we read, "Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it " 
(Eph. ,. 25 ). And the song they sing before the throne is thus phrased 
in praise of the Lamb, "Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open 
the seals thereof : for Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by 
Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" 
(Re,. v. 9). The song is of particular and personal redemption, and the 
redeemed and delivered are identical. What is the worth of a redemption 
that does not really redeem, but leaves the redeemed to perish in their 
sius ? Will such a transaction bring any glory to God ? Will it, can it, 
ever form the matter of a song of praise? It is impossible to make 
salvation to be wholly a matter of grdce if one adheres to general 
redemption. For it is not, according to this scheme, the redemption of 
Christ that really saves the sinner, because those who are lost were 
equally redeemed with those who are saved. On this scheme, redemption 
simply places man in a salvable condition, and leaves him to accept or 
reject his opportunity at his own will ; and so the man who is for ever 
lost has just as much to praise God for as the man who is saved-the 
difference must be credited to the man himself who seized on his oppor
tunity. Over against this, to me, shocking supposition, I place the 
words of truth which have often cheered and elevated my own heart. 
"But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved 
us, even when we were dead in sins, bath quickened us together with 
Christ (by grace are ye saved) (Eph. ii. 4; 5). By His Holy Spirit's 
power and grace, God delivers those whom His dear Son has redeemed, 
and in this way their redemption is manifested. 

Time will only admit me to touch one other point, " What is truth " 
CONCERNING THE ACTUAL SALVATION OF MEN f 

J onah's confession-" Salva.tion is of the Lord" -is an epitome of our 
cree::l. The spring and source of salvation is the eteroal sovereign love 
of God. From this infinite fountain, salvation, with all its streams, 
issues. Our opponents charge us with representing the Father as an 
angry Beiog Who needed to be placated by the death of His Son. I 
need not stay to refute this slander. But we do believe God to be infi
nitely just, as well as Fie is infinite love, and that justice, as well as love, 
shine resplendently through the Oros~. As the :Father's love is the sole 
sprine- of salvation, so the mediation o~ the Son, _our Lord Jesus Christ, 
is the one great channel through which salvat10n flows down to us. 
"There is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). We also believe that the Holy Ghost 
alone applies the blessings of salvation to those for whom it was designed; 
and that those whom the Father chose nnd loved, for them the Son shed 
His precious blood, and the Holy Ghost assuredly quickens and saves. 
Thus " salvation is of the Lord " from the beginning to the end, and 
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entirely of grace from foundation to topstone. Paul demonstrates this 
in Ephes. i. and ii., as well as in many other places in his epiRtles. 

If man is in the condition that the Scriptures declare him to be 
-" dead in sins "-it is manifest that nothing short of a Divine power 
can reach hi.~ case or save his soul. To quicken dead sinners and apply 
the blessings of salvation to them-designed by the Father and pro
cured by the Son-is the peculiar office and work of the Holy Spirit in 
the great scheme of God's salvation-the covenant of grace. We fear 
that the greatness of this work is very dimly apprehended, or otherwise 
men would cease to exhort their fellow-men to do for themselves that 
which the Holy Spirit alone can accomplish, and which is described in 
the Word as being a display of " the exceeding greatness of His power to 
mward who believe" (Eph. i. 19). It is spoken of as a quickening
that is, making the dead to live-a resurrection, a new creation ; terms 
which exclude all creature assistance, and indicate a work of omni
potence. By nature men are devoid of spiritual life, and hence require 
a new life to be imparted ; they are also at enmity with God-awful 
condition !-and under the power of Satan, "the (apostate) spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience" (Eph. ii. 2); and, conse
quently, a power superior to the combined strength of Satan and the 
evil disposition of man itself must be exerted to work deliverance. This 
great work the Holy Spirit has undertaken to perform on behalf of tbe 
chosen of the Father and redeemed by the Son ; this work He has been 
accomplishing all down through the Gospel ages ; He is performing it 
to-day, and will continue to work salvation in the hearts of men until 
the last "vessel of mercy" shall have been brought to the saving know
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. A due consideration of the condition 
into which sin has brought man will show beyond question that nothing 
short of omnipotent grace can possibly reach his case. Offered grace is 
illogical and illusory, and useless to one dead in sin, under the dominion 
of Satan, and actuated by enmity against God; almighty conquering 
grace is needed, and this the Holy Spirit supplies. His operations are 
sovereign, invincible, and effectual. 

The power of the Spirit is exerted in salvation on moral and spiritual 
lines. Man was seduced from his allegiauce to his Creator, and must 
be brought back to a living, loving, cheerful obedience. To this great 
task the Spirit addresses Himself. Redemption by the blood of Christ 
has opened the way for this greatly-to-be-desired consummation. God 
has reconciled sinners to Himself by putting away their sins by the 
sacrifice of His Son. The Spirit maims reconciliation au experienced 
fact in the hearts of men. The Gospel occupies a prominent place in this 
gracious work-" it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth" (Rom. i. 16); that is, it is the means the Spirit uses in 
conveying salvation into the hearts of men as they are brought to 
receive its truths and believe on Him Whom it se:s forth. Hence the 
G?spel is to be preached to all men-preached, my brethren; proclaimed 
with trumpet tones everywhere-preache::1, not offered-that were beneath 
the dignity of an herald of the King of kings-but announced as the 
". GOOD NEWS," the glad tidings of salvation. The power and applic,1-
t1?n thereof lie entirely in the hands of the Spirit. \Ve mnst preach it 
IVlth all our heart and soul, as men who have experienced its wortli ; as 
lllen who know the perishing state of those whom we address, and long 
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that they "l"l"ith ns may experience its blessings. Nor must we fail to. 
warn our hearers of their terrible condition as sinners, and of the doom 
that awaits them if they die in theit· sins, while we unfold the provision 
of mercy and point awakened ones to " the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world" (John i. 2!1). We cannot be too earnest, 
loving, or persistent in the discharge of our office ; but let us not fail t0 
insist upon the necessity of the Spirit's work, not only in beginning but 
also in carrying on the work of grace until its final perfection. 

ThP Holy Spirit is .rnvere(qn and free in all His operations. W c 
cannot lay down any set of rules for His conduct He not only 
"breatheth where He willeth," but also how He willeth. It is probable 
that among the many millions of souls whom He has prepared for glory 
there are no two whose experiences are exactly similar. The wind, which 
is a Scriptural symbol of His operations, blows with very varying force 
at different times. So likewise the Spirit at times comes with terrific 
force to a sinner's heart, like a tornado, uprooting everything in its pro
gress, and producing the most terrible fears, while at other times He may 
come like a gentle zephyr breathing upon the soul. Nor is age or moral 
condition any hindrance to Him. He may, and does, quicken little 
children, and He saves old and hardened sinners. Nor is the state of 
intellect in the subjects of His grace any obstacle to His work. He can 
make fools wise, and work in the heart of an imbecile ; He can, too, 
humble the proudest mind and bring the greatest intellect to re:::eive the 
kingdom of God as a little child. All praise to Him Whom nothing can 
hinder in His gracious operations, and to Whom all of us who know 
anything savingly of Jesus are indebted for that knowledge. 

The Spirit does not violate man's moral constitution in any of His 
operations-rather He works in and upon the faculties of the &oul. A 
new germ of life He sovereignly implants in the subject of His grace, 
and, usually, gradually develops that life. He enlightens the mind, 
which sin has darkened, so that the man begins to see things as they 
really are-sin as an abominable thing which deserves perdition, and 
God as an immaculately holy and inflexibly just Being. The judgment, 
before perverted, is rectified ; the conscience, stupefied by the opiate of 
sin, is awakened and made sensitive ; the will, beforetime rebellious, is 
subdued and set in the right direction, and the affections are purged and 
sublimated. The law of God convinces of sin, all lying excuses expire, 
and the soul feeli, and confesses the justice of its sentence. The man 
feels, too, his own helplessness, and dies to all hope of any relief being 
obtainable by his own efforts. Thi:1 is preparatory to revealing the 
SaYiour and glorifying Him-the emptied sinner is prepared to receive 
a full Christ; the sick and dying one can appreciate the good Physician. 
It is the Spirit's work to take of the things of Christ, and show them to 
the soul that He has thus prepared to receive them. And with what 
joy-a "joy that is unspeakable and full of glory "-?oes the ~o~I, 
empowered ?Y His g:ace, believe on th~ Lord Jesus Olrns_t and r~Jotce 
in His salvat10n ! This may be effected m a short space of time, as m the 
case of the Philippian jailer, or years may pass ere the process is thus far 
completed and the soul realises salvation, as in the case of John Bunyan. 
" But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to 
eyery man severally as He will." The notion that He is striving with 
all men, and retires in most cases from the contest defeated by the 
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,obstinacy of the sinner, is utterly unwarranted by the Hcriptures, and 
would rob Him of the glory of His sovereignty and omnipotence. " He 
quickeneth whom He will." " He speaks, and it is done; He commands, 
and it stands fast." "I will work," saith He, "and who 1-1hall let it?'' 
Woe indeed were it for man could His gracious purposes be frustrated: 
surely, then, none could be saved. Let but the real state and condition 
of man be truly known, and at once it is manifest that nothing sbor~ of 
the almighty invincible grace of the Spirit can avail to save him from 

.sin, Satan, and himself. 
The time at our disposal bas already passed, and we must somewhat 

abruptly conclude. Only this further remark, and we close. The fr,ct, 
that the application of the blessings of salvation to the souls of men is 
entirely in the Holy Spirit's hands should serve to stimulate us in our 
work of preaching the Gospel. It is the means that God bas appointed, 
and the Spirit employs, in gathering in His people. Let us be under 
no mistake about their being no good in man, but let us keep in mind 
,this truth, that the Spirit has undertaken to gather in Christ's redeemed 
sheep. Let us preach the Word with all our heart and soul, and let our 
appeal be to the Spirit to accomplish His Own work in the hearts of our 
hearers. Let us believe in the Holy Ghost, and unitedly pray, '' Let 
1'hy work appear unto Thy servants,'' and Thy truth-'· the truth as it 
is in Jesus "-mightily prevail. "Now unto Him that is able to do 
-exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh m us, unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ 
.. Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." 

GOOD NEWS FROM A FAR COUNTRY. 
(Concluded from page 82.) 

·" Am I e. God e.t he.nd, se.ith the Lord, e.nd not e. God e.fe.r off? "-Jer. =iii. 23. 

THE ministry of those who have not been led to receive and preach the 
full-orbed gospel of sovereign grace has often been made savingly 

useful to God's elect and redeemed people; nor have we the shadow of 
sympathy with the spirit which would lead men to deny this fact. 
"Honour to whom honour" (Rom. xv. 7); and if God has deigned to 

-employ one of His children in any branch of His service, let ns speak 
well of the messenger, while we accord glory to the Master. 

The letter of Mary A. Eaves, partly given in our last number, 
touched our heart by its gracious and grateful references to J. G. Pike, 

·of Derby, and his son James Carey Pike, of Wisbech, who were well
known to our aged correspondent in her youth, and the latter of whom 
was her first and faithful and affectionate pastor. 

His son, the Rev. E. Carey Pike, B.A., it is our honour to number 
-~mong our ministerial acquaintances ; and we were recently much 
,mterested in some of his reminiscences, both of his saintly father and 
grandfather. 

These good men, were, however, honest and avowed Arminians, and 
·the doctrine of free-will ere long ceases to satisfy Christians who are 
conscious of owing their salvation from first to last to the free and un
controllable grace of God. We have seen that this proved the case with 
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the yonng disciple whose life-story is before ns. ,v e have now to learn 
about her 

NEW AND CONGENIAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

Pro,idence about this time led to the removal of her home from 
Wisbech to the locality of Guyhirn, where John Hazelton-as related 
in his" Memoir," by the writer-had just commenced his labours in the 
quaint little chapel. It was a season of blessing to the Church. The truth 
came with peculiar power to many hearts, and the peace of God was. 
largely enjoyed by the members of the congregation. 

"One Sabbath," our friend relates, "I walked the four miles, crossed 
the river by the ferry-boat, and found myself for the first time in that 
humble sanctuary. In the course of his sermon, the beloved preacher 
made a remark which produced a powerful impression on my mind. 
'Some one,' he observed, 'may be here who is saying-But mine is such 
a zig-zag experience, and I cannot comprehend what is going on in my 
mind.' This gave me great encouragement, and led me to prize his 
ministry. He baptised my dear husband's father and mother, but he 
himself did not see his way to join the Church while in England
though I eventually did so, and thus connected myself with the Strict 
Baptists. In after years I never ceased to love this dear man of 
God, and 'l'l'hen, in 187 5. I heard that his sermons were issued, I sent fo1· 
them and have most of them still. 

LEAVING THE HOMELAND. 

•· In 1854 circumstances led to our emigrating to the States. My 
husband left England in May; I, with my children, in September. 
Through 'l'l'eakness I was unfit to travel, and when we bad been out at sea 
rather more than a week I was so ill that it was feared that I should die, 
and some kind-hearted fellow-passengers were planning what should be 
done with my children. But the Lord restored me, and has proved my 
faithful, unchangeable Friend ever since. 

"I thank you for the verses on the words, 'There was no more sea.' 
I have read and re-read them, till I know them by heart. I saw the 
tall, white cliffs fifty years ago, as I stood on the deck of the ship when 
leaving dear old England. I think I can form some idea of what it is to 
stand on one of those cliffs and watch the sea. There is a beautiful 
description of one of its aspects in the firs~ chapter of • The Memoir of 
John Hazeltc,n,' which I have often read with delight. We were six 
weeks on the water. 

"I did not see the sea in as many aspects _as are described in the
poem-I could not be on deck much, having t,he care of three small 
children, one an infant of six weeks when I left England. I heard the 
'swelling, surging, splashing,' but I did not see its 'ripples on the 
shore,' there being no shore visible. A feeling of awe and admira
tion came over me every time I looked at that great expanse of ocean. 
Truly God's works in creation are wonderful. They are 'immenseir 
great, immensely small,' though, as the poet well says, the work ol 
Redemption' exceeds them all.' 

D\\'ELLING .A.LON E. 

"We could find no Church of the same faith and order in these
localities; nor-speaking for myself-have I once heard a free-grace
rnrmon in America, although I believe that there are places where the 
truth of God is experimentally preached. 
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"My husband died in 1864; and ten years ago [ had the rheumatic 
fever, from the effects of which I have never wholly recovered : I have 
not been able t.o walk since, and my arms and bands are so crippled and 
weak, that I cannot use them. 

COMFORT IN SOLITUDE. 
"My main comfort is derived from reading, and especially in com

mitting sacred poetry to memory, as I did, many years since, C. T. Rust's 
beautiful lines on Calvary, which appear in part in Mr. Hazelton's 
• Memoir.' How I should prize tbP, whole of the poem if you could 
oblige us with it. I learned it when so ill with rheumatic fever, in 
great pain, and almost distracted with the incessant talking of a loud
voiced woman. I took that course to shut out the clamour, and I 
succeeded. The sacred poetry that is in my memory bas been a solace 
many times, especially at night when I cannot sleep. 

" I take great interest in all that pertains to religious matters, and, 
although I have never seen the writers in the EARTHEN VESSEL, I feel 
that they are my friends and kindred dear. I greatly miss the corre
spondence of my friends T. and S. Beeby,• whom I mentioned above. 
They have dropped the mortal load and taken their flight to glory and to 
God. In this month's EARTHEN VESSEL is a hymn, the whole of which 
I have often wished to see-that commencing 'For ever with the Lord.' 
Can you not give us Mrs. Alexander's 'I shall be satisfied ? ' I have her 
'Burial of Moses.' It seems to me that poetry that has Scripture for 
its basis retains its beauty and never becomes flat or insipid. 

"I am more and more impressed with the force of Mrs. Ch<i.plin's 
line-' So near and so tremendous is the future '-and 0, I so desire 
the form of covenant blessing which will make my hope of this clear and 
dear. And there is, after all, no book like the Bible-the ever blessed 
Word of the Ii ving God. It is 'well with my soul, it is well,' when I 
can feel that His Book and my poor heart are in sweet accord. I ask 
you, dear Mr. Styles, to excuse me and to cast the mantle of charity 
over all my defects.-! am, sincerely yours, :M.A..E." 

THE EVANGEL OF NATURE. 
SELECT.ED FROM c. H. SPURGEON'S SERMON ON "HARVEST TIME." 

THERE are four evangelists in the Bible. So there are four evangelists 
in nature-Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. 

. First comes the Spring-and what says it ? By its magic ~ouc~, 
msects which seemed to be dead, awake. Seeds that were buried m 
the dust lift up their radiant forms. Birds, that were distant or silent, 
are again heard to sing. The voice of Spring says to man : Though thou 
sleepest, thou shalt rise again. There is a world in which thou shalt 

. • Mrs. Se.rah Beeby referred to above, like the writer, we.s confined as e. helpless 
inve.lid, to her bed for me.ny yee.rs, though her intellect was bright, and her faith 
tenncious e.nd strong. We several times conducted a little service in her room. IL 
few friends being invited. She would observe-" I cannot go to chapel : but the 
cha.pal comes to me." 

We he.ve inserted the above in the hope the.t not only will m~ny he interested. 
but the.t it may lead to similar communications, however simple e.nd homely, 
from our ree.ders in foreign le.nds. 
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exist i1! a ~nore g-lorions state. Thou art but a seed now, and thou shalt 
he hnned m the dust, but in a little while thon shalt arise. Such is the 
brig-ht and hopeful evang-el of this beautiful season. 

1:hen comes the Snmmer, saying to man : Behold the goodness of a 
merciful Creator, who " makes His sun to shine on the evil and on the 
good," adorning the earth with flowers, making it blossom like Eden, 
and smile as the garden of the Lord. 

The A~1tumn follows.. Its message concerns fruition and the joyful 
results wluch follow patiently pursued toil. Its evangel is that our 
fabour is not in vain, especially if it be "labour in the Lord." "They 
that sow in tea~s shall reap in joy." 

Winter come, last, crowned with a coronal of ice, and warns us that 
there are times of trouble for all men. It points to the fruits that we 
have stored up in Autumn, and says : Man, take heed that thou store 
up something for thyself ; something against the evil day which will 
surely come. Lay up for thyself the fruits of Autumn, that thou 
mayest be able to feed on them in Winter. 

Finally, when the year expires, its knell tells us that man must die
and that the end of all things is at hand. Oh, for wisdom to listen to 
the evang-el of the seasons ! Transcribed by H. L. S. 

HEAVENLY PEARLS IN HOMELY SETTINGS. 
No. 2.-0ethsemane. 

BY THOMAS JONES, WANDSWORTH. 

(.Author of" The Crowning Bope.") 

" And they ea.me to e. place which was named Gethseme.ne "~Me.rk xiv. 32. 
"By Thine e.gony e.nd bloody sweat-Good Lord, deliver us."-Lita.ny. 

"Go to da.rk Gethsemane, ye tha.t feel the tempter's power; 
Your Redeemer's conflict see; watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs awa.y; learn of JesuA Christ to pray." 

PLACES there are whose interest will ever remain unique. History
both secular and religious-abounds with the records of distinguished 

persons, great events, and notable localities. 
Bedford is thus immortalised by the memory of the "glorious 

dreamer," .John Bunyan-once immured for conscience's sake within its 
ancient prisou. Stratford-on-Avon prides itself on being the birth
place of one of England's greatest poets. Runnymede, near Staines, 
will remain famous to all time as the place where King John signed the 
Magna Charts of our liberties. 

Loyal Baptists, when their train stops at Kettering Junction, still 
eagerly crane their necks to obtain a sight of the house which was once 
the residence of that distinguished widow lady, Mrs. Beeby Wallis, in 
which the Particular Baptist Missionary Society was founded on 
October 2nd, 1792-and its first and memorable collection of £13 2s. 6d. 
was made 

So of places mentioned in the Bible. It may, indeed, be in some 
cases impossible to identify them ; but their names are "household 
word~ " with us, as they will he to succeeding generations. 
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1 think of Eden, with its innocenc~ and crime, but who knows its 
.situation ? I remember Sinai, with its awful thunders and its inflexible 
Jaws. I picture Bethlehem, "sequestered from the noise of strife," which 
will ever stand as the birth-place of the Holy Babe -the Incarnate 
Immanuel. I associate the ,Jordan with His baptism, the descent of 
.the Spirit, and the attesting Voice of God. The mind reverts to the 
wilderness, the scene of His mighty conflict and glorious triumph. I 
recall the Mount of Transfiguration and its "excellent glory." To-day 
I want to concentrate my thoughts upon Gethsemane, at the foot of 
•Olivet, the place of His mysterious agony and acquiescent prayer. 

Can we, in imagination, enter this historic garden? We can only 
picture it from the records of the Gospels, since opinions differ concern
ing its situation. These we need not discms. What took place there 
alone concerns us, rather than the garden itself. Indeed, we are not 
concerned about Peter, James or John. It is the Lamb of God who 
arrests our attention and claims our best thoughts ; so, like the Greeks, 
·'' we would see Jesus.'' 

Shall I dare venture to ask the reader to think of the agony of 
Gethsemane; the sublime suffering and overwhelming sorrow of our 
Lord ; the shadows of which were alre~dy blackening over the path of 
our blessed Redeemer ? Oh, could we enter within the sacred enclosure 
of His heart-feeling at the moment when He was (so to speak) mentally 
r~bing Himself for the sacrifice-folding round his sinless manhood, and 
.laying upon His sinless soul the sins of His people ! 

We read, " He was sore amazed ''-filled with consternation at the 
thought of all He must pass through ere He reached the goal. Re was 
appalled ; the deep thought suggests great sinking, arising from over
whelming trouble. It has been wisely said that sorrow has but few 
words. There is, as most of us know, terrible concentration in grief; the 
,soul groans under the heavy pressure. At such time;i it is darkness at 
rnid-day-the very splendour of high noontide is turned into gloom. 

Again, I read "very heavy," oppressed, weighed down. The words 
depict the feeling of one surrounded with sorrow. It is the yearning of 
heart-sickness. 

"0 what a ~ad and doleful night preceded that day's morn, 
When darkness seiz'd t!ie Lord of Light, and sin by Christ was borne." 

"My soul is exceeding sorrowful." The " Man of sorrows " was now 
:so exceedingly sorrowful that previous sorrows were as nothing to this. 
The soul of Jesus was face to I ace with the mighty conflict. So intense 
were the sorrows of Jesus that for a moment it would seem as if nature 
must sink under the terrible ordeal. It may have been the peculiar 
feeling of life's ebbing out. This will appear more clearly as we, for 

.a moment, review the events which occurred in such rapid succession
the betrayal ; arrest ; forsaking ; and Peter's denial ; the mock trial ; 
suborned witnesses ; cruel mocking: insult ; loathsome spitting ; blows ; 
awful scourging ; unj•1st condemnation : culminating in the painful 
death on the cross. All these things were presPnt to the Sufferer. " Out 

•of My distrees "-plumbless, measureless distress-" I called upon the 
Lord."-

" Mysteriou• conflict! dark disguise! hid froIL all creatures' peering eyes; 
Angels, astonished, view t'ie scene; and wonder yet what all could m"an." 

Why this unmitigated sorrow, this unparalleled suffering ? \rhat 
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means this awfnl conflict, this mighty battle ? Draw near, ye men of 
the twentieth century, and see His garments dyed with blood. See if 
there be any sorrow to be comp.ued with His-the pure, imma
culate Son of Man, Son of God. All ye that pass by, behold the scene 
as on Him" the vengeance fell," the enormous weight of the sins of His 
people laid. This wonderful Sufferer is my Substitute, Saviour, Friend, 
Brother. "He loved me "-the great proof of His love-" and gave 
Himself for me." 

" 0 for such love let rocks and hills their lasting silence break; 
And all harmonious huma.n tongues the Saviour's praises speak." 

.Jesus, the Lord of life and glory, was in Get-hsemane according to 
Di,ine plan. It was part of the eternal covenant of redemption, drawn 
11p before the foundation of the world. It wtts the carrying out of God's 
eternal purpose for thP. everlasLing salvation of the election of grace. 
The Shepherd was to be smitten, the sword was to enter the Man who is 
His fellow. Into this garden of the" olive press" our glorious Redeemer 
voluntarily entered to take the cup and drink all that was in it ; here 
to receive the baptism of suffering. And all, yes all, for sinful me ! 
Verily, " greater love hath no man than this" ! Do not, for one moment, 
mistake the meaning of what we say. He was not there became He had 
sinned. His friends testified that He was "the Holy One of God." His. 
bitterest enemies could find no faults in Him. God declared Himself 
well pleased with His work. He enterrd Gethsemane as the sin-bearer. 
This is the saint's hope and the sinner's plea. 

Another thought remains. In Gethsemane, Jesus gained a !,!lorious 
victory. To me it appears that the victory of the Cross was gained in 
the garden. The decisive battle was fought on that memorable night. 
There the bitterness of death passed. so that .J t sus could subsequently 
" endure the Cross and despise the shame" in clear prevision of " the 
joy that was set before Him." 

Into every life there comes a Gethsemane-a time of profoundest 
sorrow, sternest conflict, deep and saddes~ heartache ! Here, then, we 
are initiated into the secret-how to bear our sorrow. What is best to 
do ? Jesus, by His example, exemplifies the wa.y ; He prayed thrice, 
employino- each time the same words. Is it a Gethsemane with you ? 
Take vou~ sorrow to the Lord ! Learn from Him submission to the 
decisions of our Father's love. "Not My will, but Thine be doi;e." 

"Father, whate'er of earthly bliss 
Thy Sovereign Will denies." 

Much, very much grace will be needed, but not more than ou~ Lord 
can give. May He graciously reveal to us our interest, both m the 
suffering Saviour and in the exalted Lord ! 

CHRISTUS TRIUMPHANS. 

A CHRIST who desires what He cannot obtain, 
Disappointed must evermore feel; 

And if disappointed, 'tis perfectly pie.in, 
Is not He whom the Scriptures reveal. 

For the Saviour who holds, by covenant right, 
All those whom tb'e Father once ge.ve, 

Is majestic in mercy, unthwe.rted in might, 
And doth to the uttermost se.ve. 
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LONG-LOVED LYRICS.-No. 3. 
THE BURIAL OF MOSES. 

BY THE LATE (MBB.) CECIL FRANCES ALEXANDER. 

"He buried him in a valley in the land of Moe.b."-Deut. xxxiv. 6. 

BY Nebo's lonely mounts.in, Amid the noblest of the land, 
On this side Jorde.n'e we.ve, Men lay the sage to rest; 

In a vale in the land of Moe.b And give the bard an honored place, 
There lies a lonely grave; With co,tly marble drest. 

And no man dug that sepulchre, In the great minster tre.nsept, 
And no man saw it. e'er; Where lights like glories fall, 

For the " Sons of God " upturned the And the sweet choir sing~, and the 
sod organ ring~ 

And laid the dee.d man there.* Along the emblazoned wall. 
The.t we.e the gre.ndeet funeral This we.s the bre.vest we.rrior 

The.t ever passed on earth ; That ever buckled sword; 
But no man heard the trampling, This the most gifted poet 

Or ee.w the train go forth. That ever breathed a word; 
Noiselessly e.s the daylight And never earth"s philosopher 

Comee when the night is done, Traced with his golden pen, 
And the crimson streak on the ocean's On the deathless page, truths half so 

cheek sage 
Grows into the gree.t sun ; As he wrote down for men. 

Noiselessly e.s the springtime And had he not high hononr 
Her crown of verdure weaves. The hillside for his pe.11, 

And e.ll the trees on e.11 the hills To lie in state while angels wait, 
Put forth their thousand lee.vee ; The ste.rs for tapers tall ; 

So, without sound of music, And the great rock-pines, like tossing 
Or voice of them that wept, plumes, 

Silently down from the mountain's Over his bier to wave, [land, 
crown And God's own hand, in that lonely 

The great procession swept. To lay him in his grave. 
Perchance the bald old eagle, In that deep grave without a name, 

On grey Beth-peor·s height, Whence his uncoffined clay . 
Out of hie rocky eyrie Shall break again (most wondrou9 

Looked on the wondrous sight; thought I) 
Perchance the lion stalking Before the judgment day, 

Still shuns that hallowed spot; And stand, with glory wrapped around, 
For beast and bird have seen and heard On the hills he never trod, [life 

That which man knoweth not. And speak of the strife that won our 
But when the warrior dieth, 

His comrades in the war, 
With arms reversed and muffled drums, 

Follow the funeral oar : 
They show the banners takeri, 

They tell hie victories won, 
And after him lead hie me.starless 

steed, 
While peals the minute gun. 

With the Ince.mate God. 
Oh ! lonely tomb in Moe.b's land I 

Oh ! dark Beth-peor's hill! 
Speak to thase anxious hearts of ours, 

And teach them to be still. 
God bath His mysteries of grace-

Ways that we cannot tell; [sleep 
He hides them deep, like the secret 

Of him He loved so well. 

. FAITH AND JTS 0BJECTS.-God only knows to whom He hrs 
imparted the grace of faith ; but He discloses the existence of this 
precious gift by presenting the objects wit,h which it is designed to deal. 
So " faith" in its gracious actings "cometh by hearing." We should 
often pray that God will reveal the proper objects to our faith of His 
people, that we may "look uuto Him and be lightened."-!· ___ _ 

*The" Sons of God," or, as some versions read, "the angels of God," is a. 
poetic departure from recorded fact. It is distinctly stated that "He-tha.t is, 
the LOBO-buried Him."-Eo1T0R. 
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ON THE REVIVING OF Rl<JLIGION IN THE 
YEAR 1741-2. 

[DEAR MR. EDITOR,-! have 111.tely been reading the life of Mr. Daniel 
.A.lien, Pastor of the Particular Baptist Church at Sydney, New South Wales, 
by Mr. F., Beede!. Apparently there is no publisher in England, which 
seems almost a pity, as there a.re probably those in the mother country who 
have friends in the Colonies, and possibly some whose ancestors formed part 
-of the early Colonists. To such, these memorials of a. godly man might be 
.interesting, though I am aware that we are already inundated with books, 
and perhaps the sale would be small. The letters a.re excellent. .A.m send
ing you a copy of an old poem, thinldng it might form a. fitting sequel to 
your articles on the "Welsh Revival." It was first published by Whitefield 
in his" Christian History," 1742, and afterwards included in a. small volume 
of " Original Hymns and Poems '' by Ja.mes Grant in 1784. Hie beet-known 
hymn, "0 Zion, afflicted with wave upon wa.ve," was composed to a.n old 
.Scotch melody, "The yellow-ha.ired Laddie." The third edition of this little 
book lies before me. How we should welcome a. revival among our own 
people (and also in a. wider sense) corresponding with the features described 
in this poem. Should we not ?-With best wishes, Believe me, yours sin
.cerely, .MARIAN Honas.] 

THo' oft while threatening clouds prevail, 
Thy Zion's gifted comforts fa.ii, 
·Tho' while Thou veil'st Thy quickening face, 
-Our holy Hallelujahs cease ; 
Yet, sure, according to Thy Word, 
Praise waits for Thee in Zion, Lord ; 
For in our hearts Thy hand inlays 
.A. disposition still to praise . 

.A.nd now Thy grace our souls proclaim, 
0 Zion's God, we shout Thy Na.me; 
:Since Thou her walls begin'st to build, 
.A.nd turn her to a. fruitful field. 

Long ran the promise underground, 
.A.nd few its quick'ning virtue found ; 
Now forth it bursts, and largely flows, 
Sov'reign, supduing thousand foes .. 

Bold stubborn souls are struck with fear, 
The dead Thy voice alarming hear ; 
"Thy dreadful vengeance from on high, 
Ready to strike, tile blind espy. 
Trembling they stand to open view, 
.A.maz'd, inquiring what to do ; 
Servants of God, 0 kindly show 
How to escape the impending blow. 

Behold the man polite and kind 
-Of blameless life and soul refin'd ! 
Peaceful his forty years he spent-, 
Nor dream'd he needed to repent: 
See, now he looks with deep surprise 
.A.nd strange amazement in his eyes ! 
Hie former course, hie heart within, 
Appears all wretchedness and sin. 
Quench not the thought, but patient sit 
At the Almighty Healer's feet ! 
Deep tho' He 11trike 'tis all in love, 
.All-gracious shall the issue prove. 

Hark how the tender lambs bewail 
Their base, their vile original ; 
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In youthful tears their grief express, 
Complaining sad of soul distress. 
Dear little babes, see how they run 
To corners, and a.Ii comfort shun ; 
In moving words and melting air 
Their hearts a.re quite dissolved in prayer. 
Go on, ye tender feeble race, 
Go on to seek the Saviour's face ; 
His Word is sure, His heart is kind; 
Seek, for He'R promised ye shall find. 

But whence these sad complaints and groans,. 
This stirring 'mongst the wither'd bones ; 
This new, this sweet repenting cry? 
Is not the God of Jacob nigh ? 
Sure it is He : let earth resound 
His power, that mighty is to wound, 
And every tongue His mercy tell, 
That no less mighty is to heal. 

For lo ! His voice that calms the wind 
Speaks pardon to the guilty mind ; 
Sweetly commands their grief to cease, 
Commands the conscience into peace. 

That God from whom was all their fearsc 
Now their eternal joy appears ; 
Justice, that loud for vengeance cried, 
Now pleads successful on their side; 
From day to day new wonders rise, 
New mercies open to their eyes; 
Their names they read in heaven's record, 
While resting on J ehovah's Word. 
Oh ! now, their souls transported sing 
The conquest of their glorious King, 
Who travelling in Almighty strength, 
Their stubborn hearts subdued at length. 

"For ever, worthy, glorious Lord ! 
Worthy in heaven to be adored, 
Worthy their highest notes to raise, 
Worthy on earth of all the praise ; 
Thine own essential glories shine, 
With brightest lustre all Divine ; 
And what created tongue can tell, 
Thy beauty as Immanuel? 
God in our nature-wondrous theme l 
God, dying sinners to redeem ! 
Dying our guilty souls to save, 
Dying that such as we might live ! 
Ye who-surround the throne above 
Exalt this high, mysterious love ; 
Help us in praises to reveal 
The love we share, the grace we feel." 
Take up the song ye waving trees ! 
And join, ye solemn roaring seas ! 
Let universal nature bring 
Her various voice, and loudly sing l 
The great eternal Word adore, 
And glory in His conq'ring power, 
Boast ye of His victorious Na.me, 
And shout the triumphs of the Lamb. 

121! 
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REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 
The Sunday School Catechism for 

Sen-i.or Scholars, by E. llfarsh. 
Second edition. T. R. Loosley, 
Southwood Road, New Elth,i,m. 
Price not given. 

The Su11,day Srhool Catechism for 
Jnn-i.or Classes, by E. Marsh. 
Second Edition. T. R. Loosley, as 
above. Price not given. 

THESE are re-issues of the Ce.teohisms 
which were prepe.red with great ability 
and diligence by their eHteemed author 
some years since, and published by the 
Metropolite.n Association of Strict Bap
tist Churches. The fact that the first 
editions have been disposed of is proof 
that they have fallen into many hands; 
but we have no means of ascertaining 
how far they have been used for the 
special purpose for which they were 
designed. In fact, it seems an unsettled 
question whether Catechisms are-or 
are not-adapted to meet the require
ments of an ordinary Sunday-school 
in the present day. 

Those who contend that they are. 
refer us to the seventeenth century and 
the blessing which rested on the Assem
bly·s Catechism when publicly ex
plained by Puritan preachers to the 
young people of their congregations. 
Watson's "Body of Divini'iJ '' and 
other smaller books still witness to the 
fidelity with which these faithful men 
performed this important branch of 
their ministerial work, and are cited to 
prove what good might now be effected 
on similar lines by the diligent use of 
such books as the above. Is it not, 
however, overlooked that there is a vast 
difference between the Church-life of 
the Puritans and early Presbyterians, 
and our own 1 Sunday-schools were 
unknown. Religious instruction was 
far more theological then than now, 
and the time and talent which are 
necessary to make Divinity interesting 
e.nd instructive to the young a.re at the 
disposal of few who have their real 
interest at heart. Very heartily do we 
wish that the above booklets might 
form the baais of the lessons habitually 
given to the children entrusted to our 
charge-but we confess that we see 
more difficulties in the idea than 
appear to strike many of our brethren. 
Experience will furnish the true and 
final test-and we trust that zealous 
and truth-loving teachers will make 
1 esolute attempts to turn these invalu
able manuals of the doctrines we love to 
the best account-before abandoning 
the attempt as hopeless. 

The senior Catechism might with 
advanto.ge be given to all who desire 
membership with our Ohurohes, o.nd 
its perusal ee.rnesUy requested. It 
is to be fee.red that we -as 11, people
o.re losing ground from a laok of de
cision and determination respecting 
our distinctive principles; o.nd a re• 
viva! of the old emphatic interest in 
these would assuredly be an omen of 
future blessing. 

We think it a pity that these Cate
chisms are not to be obtained of a 
publisher in or near Paternoster Row. 
The Life of Christ by Isaiah, the Son 

of Amoz. With prefo.oe and notes by 
"Nemo." Pe.ssmore and Alabaster, 
Paternoster Buildings, E.O. Price 
one shilling nett, 

THIS book, which is produced in the 
somewhat affeoted style of modern art, 
is apparently designed to obte.in the at
tention of persons of resthetico.l culture, 
who the author would fa.in beguile into 
looking o.t a book whioh me.y be owned 
to the profit of their souls. Its plan is 
to give on one page, extracts from the 
Prophet directly foretelling his Divine 
Master-such as His forerunner. His 
birth, His appearance, His ministry, 
and so forth ; and on the other, anno
tations elucidating the ·verses selected. 
The latter a.re good, but would, we 
think, be better if a little more exposi
tory ; but, as this curious book, as a 
whole, does not cle.im criticism, we 
content ourselves with observing that 
in certain quarters it may affect good, 
e.s, indeed, the pure Word of God can 
never fail to do. Just as "e. verse may 
reach him who a sermon flies," so this 
book may be read by some who would 
turn from e. commonly produced tract 
with inattention or disgust. 
The Sword and the Trowel for February. 

Po.ssmore and Alabaster. Price 3d. 
S0111E fifteen years ago it was whispered 
the.t the late 0. H. Spurgeon was about 
to issue a "Commentary on Isaiah" on 
the lines of his "Treasury of David," 
which no doubt would he.ve proved 
both a literary and a commercie.l suc
cess. The report, however, Wa6 un
founded. Nevertheless, it would appear 
that among his po.pars what we judge 
were rough and eo.rly notes of such a 
work have come to light and are 
promised in consecutive portions in the 
Sword and the Trowel, the first being 
given in the February number. We have 
read these with. we confess, some dis
appointment. There is little of the 
cryptic scholarship to be found in his 
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notes on Psalms, and some important ' great preacher's power remains an un
verses, as for instance Isaiah I. 18, have solved problem, which subtle analysis 
no comment at a.II. This is to be has failed to elucidate. "It is the 
deplored, as a.II would value his matured Lord's doings, 11ond it is m11orvellous in 
view of "Oome, now let us reason ot1r eyes." The volume before us is 
together," and be glad to know whether worthy of its predecessors a.nd fra.ught 
the Author she.red the view of Ja.mes with the 11orome. of the gr11oce of the 
Wells that the "now" indicated the Well-beloved. Would to God that the 
characters addressed, namely, those , prea.cher "being dea.d me.y yet spea.k " 
whom God had gra.cnously rendered : to thousands of hearts. 
spiritually rea.sone.ble. Still, a.s e. new No other sermon in this portly volume 
feature in the Magazine, these pa.gee is, a.s we judge, compe.ra.ble to that on 
invest it with grea.t interest and will, " Harvest time," No. 2,896, the first of 
we trust, maintain a.nd improve its Mr. Spurgeon's sermons which wa.s 

-ciroulation. printed, a.nd which was '1.lso re pub
The Me/Jropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit. lished in 1856 in "The Pulpit Library," 

Sermons by C. H. Spurgeon. The a. select.ion of his more specie.I dis
fifcieth volume. London : Passmore courses ID la.rge type. As a.n example of 
and Ala.baster, Pe.ternoster Buildings. his e_a.rly style it is unique-a. mod_el of 
Seven shillings. pulpit eloquence. We commend 1t ~s 

WHEN the 500th sermon a.ppee.red such to our brethren. An extra.et will 
there wa.s, we remember, great rejoic- be1found on &l'lother pa.ge. 
ing e.t the Tabernacle. A grand supper The Go.jpel Magazine for Ma.rob, 1905. 
was given to e. large company of friends, Edited by Ja.mes Ormiston. London: 
including us poor students; and the Arnold, 74, Strand, W.C. Price 6d. 
thanks of all to Mr. Phillips, the foun- A NUMBER of more tha.n usua.l interest, 
der of the feast, were voiced by our owing to its containing a. striking por
revered tutor, George Rogers, who trait and a. memoir of Mr. Jo.mes 
based his remarks on the words, "The Wright, who succeeded George Muller 
bowels of the saints a.re refreshed by as Honorary Director of the Ashley 
thee, brother." A little of the old pride Down Ophe.na.ge, Bristol. The lee.ding 
and plea.sure comes be.ok e.t the sight of feature of the long service of the im
.this book, which the courtesy of the mortal founder of this noble institution 
publishers ha.s placed in our ha.nds. -the author informs us-" w11oa that 
We da.re not review it. Commendation God Himself, and not man, was 
would be impertinence. God be praised trusted to supply its needs in a.11 its 
for such e. ministry I branches. Mr. Wright followed :m the 

It wa.s Mr. Spurgeon's good fortune so.me lines, a.nd his he.hit of me.king 
not only to ha.ve able and enterprising every detail the subject of prayer ga.ve 
publishers, but to find in the firm of continuity t"J the va.st undertaking."' 
'Passmore e.nd Ale.baster like-minded The humblest record of such a life 
men, whose souls rejoiced in the success could not fa.ii to be profitable, and this 
of his writings, and to whom the -with t'he appreciations which follow 
issue of the fiftieth volume of his -is well expressed a.nd eminently 
sermons is doubtless an occasion of ree.da.ble, e.s well a.s tender and 
-exceeding joy. The source of the gracious. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS. 
AT Soho, on Me.rob 14th, e. large number 
of pastors and delegates assembled for 
business at 10.30, the President, pastor 
E. White, in the oha.ir. After a pa.rt of 
the first oha.pter of Aots ha.d been rea.d 
pastor W. F. We.Iler, of Shouldha.m• 
street, a.nd brother Goldsmith, of 
-~ravesend, implored the Divine bless
ing. 

The Chairman, in welcoming the 
pa.stars a.nd delegates, traced some 
analogies between the meeting of the 
ea.rly Church a.nd the gathering of to
day, a.nd trusted the presence a.nd power 
of the Holy Spirit might be realized. 
The report showed tha.t in most of the 
Churches there were evident marks of 
Divine favour. A new chapel ha.d been 
ereoted a.t Eltha.m, and new school• 
building at Homerton Row. There had 
been e.n increase in the number or 
baptisms over the previous year. There 
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h"d "'"o been "n incre"se in the number 
0 f te"ohers "nd sohol"rB. The v"rious 
0ther reports were re"d "nd "dopted. 
A statement was made by pastor T. 
Jones that the Home Mission Com
, oittee had formulated a soheme under 
which some of the waaker Churohes 
were being aided, and classes were being 
arranged tor assisting young men.• 

During the meeting a telegram was 
read from pastor H.J. Galley, who is on 
e. visit to We.Jes, as to the revival there. 

The ballot for President and Vice
President resulted in the choice of 
brethren Thomas, Jones, M utimer, and 
Bush. 

Pastors ,J. Parnell and E. Beecher 
were appointed to represent the Associa
tion at the Annual Meetings of the 
Suffolk and Norfolk Association. 

The Half-yearly Meeting it was 
agreed should be held at West Hill, 
Wandsworth. 

A large number -0f friends having 
partaken of lunch, the afternoon meet
ing commenced at 2.30. 

The.new President, pastor E. Mitchell, 
occupied the chair. The 122nd Psalm 
having been read, brethren Burrage and 
Abrahams prayed. 

In opening the proceedings the Chair
man observed that these days were 
occasions when the friends could enter 
into the spirit of the psalm read; 
probably no services drew together so 
many representatives of our Churches 
as these annual meetings. Christian 
fellowship we.e enjoyed with friends 
who did not frequently meet, and he 
trusted the earnest prayers offered 
might be l!'raciously answered, th11,t all 
might return the better tor having met. 
A.dverting to the work of the Associa
tion he referred to the mutual interest 
of this Association and the Suffolk and 
Norfolk Association, and he then very 
heartily welcomed pastors Gorham and 
Marling, the delegates from the latter 
Association, and wished them God-speed 
in their work. 

The liIBt address was given by pastor 
E. Beecher, of Croydon, upon the words1 
'' There is a rnund of abundance or 
re.in." He contended that whilst prayer 
was important-prayer for revival
what we most needed was more faith. 
True prayer must be answered, being 
founded upon God's promise. Although 
there had been no re.in for three years 
and six months, when God said I will 
send re.in Elijah prayed and sent his 
servant to see. There need be no fear 
that God would withhold the blessing 
which was really sought; he intended 
not only that a. sound should be heard, 

• PW!tor T. Jones, 38, Mexfleld-road, 
Wandsworth, 8ecretarr to the Homa 
M1bs100 Committee, wil be ,:lad to furnish 
particulars of the classes to any brother 
who desires to avail himself of them, and 
al,;o from any of the Churches.~J. E. F. 

but that the showers of blessing should 
descend. The Lord reigned, not only on 
His t_hrone in heaven, but in His Churoh, 
and ID the heart of ea.eh true believer 
lie was able to make all gra.oe to 
abound, He had deolared this should be 
suffioient. 

Pastor Gorham, one of the delegates 
from the Norfolk and Suffolk Assooie.
tion, was then listened to with both 
plea.sure and profit, He referred to the 
union existing between the two Aasocia.
tions and his plea.eure in attending the 
day's meetings, and gave some account 
of the work in the oounties. He then 
proceeded to address the meeting from 
John ~.10," I a.m come that they might 
have hfe, and that they might have it 
more abundantly." He took this to be 
tb_e Shepherd's mission to the sheep. 
His was a. many-sided mission. He came 
to bear witness, to seek and to save His 
sheep, and in the end He laid down His 
life for them. Only J eeus dare say I 
a.m come thu.t they might have life, and 
He de.re not say it unless He was God. 
He gave to Hie sheep His life-spiritual 
life; they a.re ma.de to become partakers 
?f ~be Divine _nature, and this being so 
1t 1s not subJect to the dominion of 
death, for in that He died, He died unto 
sin once, and in that He liveth, He 
liveth unto God, and Christ has said 
Because I live, ye shall live also. ThiJ 
life has dominion over sin for "Sin, 
shall not have dominion over

1

you," We 
at times complain beoa.use we feel so 
much of ein.jn us, and beoa.use we are 
overtal:ten by..,t ; yet it is true, sin shall 
not ga.m the mastery; it interferes with 
our pea.oe, disturbs our enjoyment, but 
it shall not reign. Thie life ie above the 
power of Sa.tan. He may worry the 
sheep; he always will so long as they 
are here, but the promise is, God shall 
bruise Sa.tan under your feet shortly. 
It cannot be conquered by the evils of 
the world. It is manifest in spiritual 
a.otivity.· We pray for revival-Wilt 
Thou not revive us again 1 But it 
seemed to the speaker that when God's 
people were led speoially to pray for 

_this revival they were already revived. 
None can get to heaven unless life is 
imparted, and this wa.e but another way 
of putting John iii., "Ye must be born 
again." 

Pastor R. Mutimer followed with a 
timely address from the words, "Con• 
tend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered unto the saints." Jude, reoog• 
nised the need for the exhortation to 
earnest oontention1 and the ea.me need 
existed to-day, Tne faith is '' all the 
principles of the Gospel,'' Jude said' 
certain men had crept in una.wa.res, but 
he would not allow the faith to be set 
a.side. 'fhe old faith had not yet done 
its work. In the Tower ot London there 
were shields hanging on the walls ; he 
supposed they were there as relios, God 
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eave ue, ea.id our brother, from eo regard
Ing the faith ; the Goepel oa.n produce 
results to-day a.a in times past. There 
ie God's promise for it. One pa.rt ie 
regeneration by the Spirit's power. 
There may be muoh talk about the 
Spirit without reoognizing the neoeeaity 
for hie work in regeneration. Then 
also there ie e11,l v11,tion by gr11,ce, 11,nd the 
deity of Christ. Ae they olaimed to 
oome nearest to · a.postolio order and 
praotioe,tbeir duty was plainly eet forth. 
It was a. trust. Were they Joya.I to it 1 
The Gospel is always abreast of the 
times. No other Gospel wae needed than 
this, and for this they were to contend. 

Pastor H. M. Morhng, from Suffolk. 
expressed in kindly words the greetings 
of the Norfolk and Suffolk Association 
to the Metropolit11,n Association, referred 
to the greatness of the work, the unity 
of effort, the need for mutual sympathy 
and prayer, and the earnest desire that 
the Word of God might run and be 
glorified. 

The soboolroom was crowded for tea.. 
At the evening meeting brother E. 
Mitchell oconpied the chair, and after a 
portion of Soriptnre bad been read 
brethren Throssell and Gay engaged in 
prayer. The report adopted at the morn
ing meeting wa.s read, after which the 
President delivered his inaugural 
address, wbioh was ha.sad on the 
question, What is truth 1 Papers were 
read by p&stor J. Parnell on" Spiritual 
Revivals: Their Need, Souroe, and 
Results," and by pastor A. Steele on 
" Christ the Sole Lawgiver of His 
Church." (These will be found in full 
in the Annual Record, oopies of which 
oan be had from the Secretary). 

The meetings throughout the day 
were well attended, hearty and insi:,irit
ing, and we pray that much blessing 
may follow. ' 

The collections a.mounted to over :£18. 
JAMES E. FLEGG. 

WELCOME TO PASTORS. T. 
BELCHER AT WELLINGBOROUGH. 
THE weather being very favourable, a 
large number of friend~ gathered with 
the Chnroh and congregation at the 
Ta.berna.ole to welcome our esteemed 
brother Belcher to his new sphere of 
la.boor. The ohapel was well filled, and 
a.a the afternoon meeting coo.menced the 
snn poured his bee.ms into the building 
and all was bright and cheerful. 
. These important Bllrvices were pre

sided over by the President of the 
fetropolita.n Assooia.tion of Striot 

a.hptist Churohes, pastor E. Mitobell, 
w o appeared quite at home. The 

(
P])ooeedings were opened by Hymn 969 
f eRnhaID), after whioh pastor E. Roe, 

0 u~hden, read a. pa.rt of Ephes. iv. 
and prayer was offered by pastor Jar• 
man, of Irthlingboro'. Our hearts 
Went with our brother's earnest suppli-

oation for the blessing of God upon the 
union, 

The Chairman rema.rked upon the 
importa.noe of the services, bis long 
aoqua.intance with the pastor, and the 
esteem in which he we.a held. hie 
activity and diligence, and trusted the 
union would be long and fruitful. 

Pastor Shinn, of Northampton, de
livered a. thoughtfnl address on feilow
ship-most suitable to the occasion. He 
rejoiced with the Church in having a 
pa.~tor. Doubtless they had high hope@ 
11,nd great expectations, and he would 
suggest some few ideBB a.R to the way in 
which these hopes and expectations 
might be realised. He based hie remarks 
upon tbe words, "They continued sted
faetly in the apostles' do-::trine and 
fellowship." The pastor's relation to 
his people and the people's relation to 
their pastor we.a one essentially of 
fellowship. The pa.etor was everybody's 
pastor, not the pastor of a few. There 
we.a the fellowship of sympathy-sym
pathy with the pastor in his work ; 
they might be the mea.nR of briµging 
others to hea.r the Word. Fellowship in 
prayer-the prayer-meetings should be 
well attended and prayer should rise in 
secret. As they expected blessings to 
come through their pa.star, they should 
seek that the Holv Ghost should sea.I 
the service. Fellowship in the reading 
of the Word, Here the speaker urged 
the regular systematic rea.ding of the 
Scripture. Fellowship in systematic 
l!'iving for the maintenance of the 
Cause. Ea.eh one should do his pa.rt, 
however small, and it should be re
garded a.a a priv.ilegt>.* 

The writer followed with an a.ddresR 
founded on Rom. x. H, 15, in whioh thP. 
following points were briefly touched 
upon : (1) The purpose of God : that men 
should know, believe, call, be saved. 
Henoe it was necessary to make clear 
man's need by showing his condition 
according to God's Word ; then the 
Gospel ea.me as good news. In this 
Christ was set forth as the 8inner'a 
Saviour. His threefold office of Pro
phet, Priest and King was declared. 
l2) That men might hear, the Gospel 
ministry was instituted; for how shall 
they hear without a. prea.oher 1 Thus 
Paul rejoiced that he was appointed a 
preacher. The glad tidings were not 
told ant by angels, bat by men-men 
who knew their worth, men who were 
saved, and men who were instructed by 
the Spirit of God. (3) The true preacher 
is a. God-sent man ; for " how sball they 
preaoh exoept they be sent 1" Their 
pastor held a. commission ; he was not 
appointed by any eoclesiaatica.l autho-

• As our brother wo.s speaking on this 
point we could not help thmking if this 
were more genemlly recognised, anxiety in 
rego.rd to finances would be lessened and 
questionable mee.ns of ro.ismg woney would 
not h1we to be resorted to."-J. E. F. 
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rity, but called thereto by God. Then 
tbe true preRcher was a man with a 
message. The Lord did not send His 
servants and leave them to make up a 
message ; but He gave the message, and 
for tb is the 1!0rvant waited on his 
Master. And, further, he was a man 
with a miS>ion. No man could do 
another's work. The Lord Himself had 
the right of appointment, and believing, 
11,s the speaker did, that God had sent 
their pastor to them, he felt there was 
no other men who could do tha work 
that be was appointed to accomplish. 
Such are to be regarded 11,s God's g.ifts, 
IUld to receive gifts from those bene
fited. 

A brief address was then given by 
pastor J. Kingston, of Carlton, from the 
-vords, '' I will give to Jerusalem One 
that bringeth good tidings." He re
ferred to pastor• as God's gifts to His 
Church, and to-day they were rejoicing 
m h11.v1ug received such a gift, Having 
attended one of their prayer-meetings, 
he knew the people to be men of prayer. 
Oar brother spoke a.s to the different 
kind~ of message God's servants were 
entrusted with, and how these should be 
received. 

The •choolroom was packed at tea. 
The evening meeting commenced at 
6 o'clock. Atter 11, hymn had been sung, 
the writer read l Thess. v.; after which 
brother Bennett, of Rushden, prayed 
earnestly for God's blessing on the 
meeting and the future prosperity of 
the Church. 

The Chairma.n (Mr. Mitchell), wh:o 
was mindful that others had to speak, 
gave utterance to some sweet thoughts 
LD a condemed speech from, "He bath 
given unto ue exceeding great and 
precious promises," touching upon their 
character and certainty. To one of 
these promises he referred-viz., '' I wil I 
give you pastors after My own heart." 
An old divine had said God had but one 
Son, and He ma.de Him a minister, 
They believed the Lord had sent brother 
Belcher amongst them. After referring 
to the work of the ministry and the 
aim of the minister, acd giving kindly 
exhortation, he closed his pertinent 
rema.rks by observing :-Recognise then 
that one of God's great gifts is a pastor. 
Come to hear in the spirit of the words, 
"I will hear what God the Lord will 
speak," and, you may depend upon it, 
you will not come in vain. 

Pastor R. Mutimer then delivered an 
earnest spiritual address from the words 
recorded m Acts xi. 23, " Wbo, when he 
ea.me, and had seen the grace of God, 
W&B glad, and exhorted them all, that 
with purpose of heart they would cleave 
unto th~ Lord." After speaking of the 
circumstances which led up to the visit 
of Barnabas, our brother •poke of (1) 
what Ba.me.bas recognised, (2) what 
he realised,and (3) what he emphasized. 

As a rule, men see what they look for. 
Barne.b14a did not go to see soenery, 
pictures, or libraries ; he went without 
prejudice, but with a definite purpose. 
He went to see living temples; he 
recognised what he expected. This is 
what their pastor would watoh for
the effects of l{re.oe upon hea.rte, the 
influence on theu lives o[ the pree.ohed 
Word. We cannot ~ee the wind, but we 
behold its influence : even so with the 
grace of God. The effeot would be 
apparent in repentance, faith, prayer, 
and godly conversation. What Be.rna
ba.s se.w rejoiced his bee.rt-he we.s glad. 
He saw Christ was believed on-the 
Gospel received. He we.s glad for 
Christ's sake. • Here were men trans
lated out of the kingdom of Satan into 
the kingdom of God, and he we.s glad 
for the Churches' sake, for every sinner 
saved meant the strengthening of the
stakes e.s well as increasing their num
ber; e.nd for the individual's sake also
he was glad. It we.a always a source of 
joy to e. pastor to see these fruits. 
Brother Mutimer then emohe.sized the
emphe.sis. In an interestin·g manner he
opened up the•· cleaving," e.nd went on 
to show the neces~ity for the exhorta
te.tion. It requires e.s much grac-e to 
advance in the divine life as tci ·start. 
We are strong as ·we olea.ve to the Lord. 
He hoped the report of great blessing 
might reaoh their pastor's friends in 
London, e.nd they would be glad to send 
a Barna.bas who, when he saw .the gra.oe 
of God, would be glad. 

After an anthem had been very credit
ably rendered by the choir, 

Mr. Wright, one of the deaoons,sta.ted 
how the Churoh had fared whilst with
out a pastor and the steps which were 
taken, lee.ding up to the invitation 
given to brother Belcher to become 
their pastor ; and while he was speak· 
ing one oould not but feel tho hand of 
the Lord was in it. 

At the conclusion of this statement the 
newly-chosen pastor gave some e.ocount 
of God's dealings with him. Thie having 
been already folly published, we omit 
giving it here. The friends were held 
spell-bound as our brother told his 
story, and hearts and eyes were both 
affected. His own experience in con
nection with his coming to Welling
borough was clearly told, and, ·in de
pendence upon hie Lord, he entered upon 
the work there. 

A telegram we.a received from our 
dear brother Marsh, who for some time 
laboured at Wellingborough with muoh 
success. He wished that oovene.nt 
blessings might crown the de.y. 

We were then favoured with another 
anthem; after whioh brother Partridge, 
of Wolle.ston, delivered e. brief warm· 
hearted address on "Love one another," 
a.ud a. few words from the esteemed 
Secretary (Mr. Perkins) brought to a 
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olose the servioee, which, we are sure 
will be remembered for many days t~ 
oome. 

May God Almighty richly bless the 
union, to the glory of His own great 
name. JAMES E. FLEGG. 

SOHO CHAPEL, 
114TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHURCH. 
SPECIAL services were held on Lord's. 
day, February 26th, when Mr. Cornwell 
preaobed in the ltlorning and Mr. Dads
well in the evening, sermons whiob will 
long be remembered. Tbe8e services 
were continued on Tuesday, February 
:!8th. T-h.e afternoon was begun by 
prayer and praise, followed by a. sermon 
by Mr. Dalbey from the words, "And 
when they bad preached the gospel to 
that city," &o. (Act6 xiv. 21, 22). 

In the evening Mr. Millwood kindly 
presided over the meeting. He spoke 
of the sword of the Spirit with its two 
edges--:-suitable for old and young. The 
following cheering and stimulating 
addresses were given:-

Mr. G. W. Clark, after referring sym
pathetically to the absence of dear 
brother Bush, to his severe trial and 
aflliol;ion, spoke very encouragingly 
from the word~, "No weapon that is 
formed against thee," &c. He said:
'l'his promise is the heritage of the ser
vants o! the Lord. Constantly are the 
forces of evil opposed to the Cb urch of 
God. Apostasy-the spirit of indolence 
and sloth wbioh sweeps over her• it is 
the l~tt~r whic):i we experience ih our 
day; _1t_ 1s a. lack of spirituality-a. want 
of a livu:!g grasp of things Divine. This 
pr~m1se 1s a word of Divine assurance; 
1t 1s as. foll as God Himself. The help 
1s not 1n the promise itself, hut in the 
force a.nd power behind it. Is there a 
we~pon that seems to have prospered 
agl!,1nst you ? The time will come when 
all the secret powers of the Evil One 
~b~ll be revealed. "Bold shall I stand 
ID, &o. .. 

Mr. Galley spoke in a. very inspiring 
m'!'nner from the words, "Have ye re
c!l1ved ~,he Holy Ghost since ye be
lieved? He reminded us that the Holy 
~host _ was given in New Testament 
times in a. measuie that we she.II never 
possess, We must be careful how we i:f Ply these words to this day. The 

oly Ghost came to us when dead in 
~respasses and sins and said "Live" 
rbe Sp\rit led us to Jesus. !, How do 
~e .reoe1ve the Holy Ghost since ye 
. ehe_ve~?" The first oomes with an 
1rres1~t1ble power and grips us, whether 
"!e will or not. How have ye received 
~tnce then? "Grieve not the Spirit" • 

~uenob not," &o. Are there not time~ 
w. en we do this? We do not read our 
Bi~J~s when prompted to do so. The 
Sp1r1t says, Pray, and we pray not. We 
0.hey not His instrnotions to be bap
tized and oome a.round the Lord's Table. 

When th!) Spirit eaye, Go, we go not. 
H C!W: pat1en t, tender and gentle is the 
Spmt of God! Oh for a qnickened eu 
al ways to hear His call ! 

Mr .. Mitch~ll very sweetly spoke of 
the fnendsh1p of Jesus. He ea.id it is 
not a. mere ua.me. He makes known His 
secrets to Hi• friends; it originated, 
within Himself. He became onr Snrety 
in the great council before time. As 
eoon a.s sin entered the world He began 
to ebow His friendsbip-He la.id down 
His life. The Holy Spirit makes knoWll 
to ue personally and individually tbie 
friendship. For a friendship to be real 
true and durable, there must be (1) 
righteousneee-no honour where no 
righteousneee; (2) propriety-high aud 
lofty one on one hand, and on the other 
poor rmd wretched one. Oar Lord 
Jesus Christ in His condescension loses 
no honour ; He prepares His friends: 
"But ye are wa,shed, sanctified, and 
justified." (3) Mutual esteem. In 
8olomon's Song how highly the Church 
esteems Jeans I and the Lord Himself 
vies with her in speaking of her beauty; 
He beholds her as complete in Him. 
Show your friendship in your acts. 
Be friendly to His cause in jealousy for 
Hie honour. Be zealous.for the honour 
of His Name. What a splendid thing 
to have Jesus as our Friend I We shall 
be helped a.nd lifted above trouble and 
trial. Make use of His friendship con
tinna.llv. 

Mr. Da.dswell dwelt upon the words. 
"And he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain," &c. (James v. 18), very 
sweetly. The incidents in the life of 
Elijah are for onr instruction and 
euoonra.gement. It ie a wonderfnl story, 
when, a.s the sun was setting fast, Elijah 
eent up the prayer that God wonld send 
fire a.nd witness to His power ; and 
while yet spea.king. fire descended. And 
so He a.nswers His people. Another 
scene. After the multitnde had melted 
away Elijah went up to the top of 
Carmel, and there be bowed in humble 
acknowledgment, in graoious inter
oession. The answer did not come at 
once. "He must be tried seven times" 
sets forth perfection a.nd persistence 
To the Holy Ghost only dare we look 
for the blessing He has promised. He 
will pour upon u~ the Spirit of grace 
and supplioa.tion, but will send us on 
to the mounta.in-top to look for the 
faintest sign. Is tbere anything too. 
hard for the Lord? We talk of im
possibilities; but onr Lord does im
possibilities. So he prayed, a.nd the 
answer ot the Lord was upon him for 
good. May God stir up our hearts to 
pray in His own time and way. 

Mr. Sapey referred to the opening 
remarks by Mr. Millwood conoerning 
the sword of the Spirit with its two 
edges-the sha.rp edge seemingly to cut 
down, to wound, to kill ; but the same 
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sword lifted up to point to the Sa.viour 
tha.t ta.keth a.way the sin or the world. 

At the olose or the da.y all felt it ha.d 
indeed been good to be there. 

The combined collections. with dona.
tions, amounted to £10 Us. 9d. 

G. S. 

WANDSWORTH, WEST HILL. 
ON Lord's-da.y, Feb. 26th, speoia.l ser
vioes were held in connection with the 
twenty-fourth a.nniversa.ry of opening 
the chapel. The services were con
ducted by our pastor, who was 
l!"r&oiously helped to preach two edify
mg discourses to good conl!"rega.tions, 
notwithsta.nding the inclemency of the 
weather. The morning subject," Divine 
promise of a.II needs being supplied" ; 
that of the evening, " Barna.bas a.t 
Antioch : Wha.t he saw, felt, a.nd did." 

The services were continued on the 
Tuesday, the a.fternoon being devoted 
to pra.ise a.nd prayer, with & very 
excellent address by pastor E. White, 
after which 11, la.rge company sat down 
to a well-prepa.red tea.; the social cup 
and friendly greetings, conversa.tion, 
&c., being over, the friends adjourned 
to the "upper room," where our lady 
friends had tastefully arra.nged 11, stall 
of useful garments and fancy articles 
for sale. These speedily changed hands, 
a.nd the conductors reaped a good 
reward for their labour of Cb.rietia.n 
love. It was but & email effort, but 
profitable. They were able to ha.nd over 
to tb.e tre&snrer towards liquidating the 
-chapel debt the snm of £19 10~. 6d. 

The evening service commenced at 
seven, under the presidency of our 
esteemed friend, .M.r. F. T. Newman. 
Brother Cooper was called upon, and 
gave ns a. brief report of tb.e ea.use of 
chapel debt. and to whom the money 
wa.s due. Very a.ble addresses of a. 
spiritual nature were given by brethren 
J. E. Flegg, R. Mutimer, R. E. Sears, 
E. White, and the Pastor. Special 
hymns and anthems were well rAndered 
under the efficient ,conductorehip of 
deacon F. Drain, The proceeds of all 
the services, together with. a sum 
collected by two dea.r friends, amonnt.ed 
to the grand total of over £44, which 
more than clea.rs off all liabilities. God 
is indeed good to ns, a.nd is greatly 
oleseing us. Friends are being led under 
the ministry of the Wnrd to enter into 
Church-fel.lowehip with us. Peace, love, 
and concord, dwell in our midst, and 
heat of all, God is with u~. We heartily 
thank friends from sister Churches for 
-their presence a.nd help on tb.e occa.eion. 

On Tuesday evening, March 7th, we 
held our old scholars' re-union. It 
afforded all of u.e grea.t plea.sure to meet 
old friends who were once working to
gether in the Cause, but who in Provi
dence b.ave been rendering service for 
-0ur Lord elsewhere. The friends 

ga.thered for tea. a.t six, and spent a very 
enjoyable time toget-her. A meetinll' 
afterwards; presided over by our pa.star, 
who cordially welcomed tb.e friends in 
a few kindly words. Bright, brier, and 
brotherly addresses were given by 
brothers Carters, Mnrrie, Dea.n, Oooper 
Kevan, Ada.ms, and Drain. The meeting 
was closed by prayer and Benediction. 
Brother Cooper desired that the well
known hymn, "God be with. you till wo 
meet again," should be sung. After 
singing tb.e first verse the pa.stor ea.id, 
"Stay a moment while two brothers 
offer prayer." Eleven brethren in 
succession prayed, and never were we in 
such & meeting before. The Holy Spirit 
of God was present. Several of our dear 
young friends were deeply impressed. 
That same spirit of prayer. continues. 
It is truly a ripple of the wave of revival. 
Lord send showers of blessing upon Thy 
Church I The final meeting closed just 
before ten o'clock. 

STREATHAM (PROVIDENOE, HAM· 
BBO' RoAD).-The eighth anniversary 
services of the above Sunday-school were 
held on Sunday, Feb. 26th, and Tues• 
day, February 28th). Mr. E. Gentle 
took the services on Sunday, and spoke 
ma.ny enooura.~ing words to teachers 
and parents. In the afternoon his a.d
dresR was specially directed to the 
scholars, the subject being '"fhree Boys 
of the Bible." On the following Tues
day the services were continued. There 
was a tea, at which 75 sa.t down, and 
this was followed by a public meeting. 
W. P. Goodley, Eeq., presided, and was 
supported by pastors C. Cornwell, W. F. 
Waller, A. Andrews, and A. E. Brown. 
The Secretary gave the report for the 
year, which was very enooura.ging, 
describing the prosperity of the school. 
It stated that one teacher and two 
young friends of tb.e senior Bible-ola.ss 
had testified of 11, work of grace in their 
hearts, and had been baptized and added 
to the Cb.nrcb.. The two have been in 
the school from its commencement, and 
their testimony was as to good received 
in the Sunday-school. Our attendance 
has inoreased, the average in the morn
ing being 38 scholars and in tb.e after
noon 56; the number on the register 
being 77. Financially, our income 
during the year amounted to £30 5s. 9d., 
besides £3 13s. collected for the Mis
sionary Society ; a.nd thus we were 
able to clear an adverse balance of 
£6 18s. 7d. and ha.ve 11, be.lance in hand 
of £2 2s. 2d. Ea.oh speaker wa.s helped 
to address us on Sunday-school work, 
and was listened to with much plea.sure 
and pro.fit by a full congrega.tion. The 
children sa.ng their hymns, Glso anthem 
(" Rejoice in the Lord"), with very 
great credit. All were sorry at the 
absence of our superintendent, Mr. G. 
W. Bartlett, who was away from borne 
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through illneee. Oolleotione a.mounted 
to over .£10. 

BETHESDA, NOTTING HILL GATE. 
SERVICES in oooneotion with the 31et 
11nniverea.ry of the Sonda.y-sohool were 
held on Ma.rob 12th a.nd 16th. On the 
Lord'e-da.y, Mr. W. E. Jonee preached 
in the morning opon Pea.. cxliv. 12, 
giving a.leo a. brief a.ddreae to the 
~obola.rs opon "Remember." 

In the i.fternoon oar brother aga.in 
addreaeed the children, speaking opon 
" Bells," eepeoia.lly calling attention to 
five Goepel Bells whioh a.re rang by the 
tea.ohere. 

In the evening he prea.ched from 
1 Chron. xxii., pa.rt of ver, 18. He wa.e 
gra.cioosly helped throoghoot the da.y, 
a.nd the attendance wa.e good. 

On the following Thoreda.y a.t 5 
o'clock a.boot 150 echola.re a.nd friends 
eat down to tea, a.nd appeared to 
appreciate it. 

At 6.30 Mr. R. E. Sea.re presided over 
the poblio meeting. Doring the even
il!IZ addresses were given by the Oha.ir
man, Mr. Dann, a.nd Mr. F. Fitch. 

The Chairman spoke of God'e free 
gift, illostra.ting by a. pretty incident of 
a. dying gipsy boy, who was brought to 
a. saving knowledge of Jeaos by a. visit 
from a. young la.dy. 

Mr. Dann, la.ta eoperintindent, epoke 
from Roth i., end of ver. 16, " 'fhy 
people eha.11 be my people, a.nd thy God 
my God," giving a. meesage to the 
teachers, to the scholars, te Bethesda. 
Church, a.nd to the parents. 

Mr. F. Fitch, secretary Keppel-street 
Memorie.l Sonday-school, spoke of the 
plea.sore it ga.ve him to be in the pla.oe 
where once be wa.e a. schola.r, a.nd then, 
from various portions where children 
a.re mentioned in God's Word, he ga.ve 
some sound 11,d vice. Each of our dea.r 
brethren's addresses were much enjoyed. 

Oor superintendent, Mr. H. T. 
Thiselton, spoke of the wa.y God had 
bleesed us during the pa.et year, a.nd in 
oonclusion ma.de reference to the loss 
the aohool wa.e sustaining owing to our 
eieter, Miss Partridge, having to remove 
to a. dista.noe, which prevented her con
tinuing the work. Our sister ha.d been 
11, tea.oher for fifteen yea.re, a.nd ha.d 
never been late-a. splendid example to 
all workers. 

The Annual Report showed much 
ea.use for joy. The Bible-ola.ss, bega.n on 
the first Lord's-day of the yea.r, ha.d pro
gressed, a.nd now, under the oha.rge of 
!Jrother Spire, wa.a indeed a. grea.t bless
mg to the Church. Our numbers ha.d 
deorea.sed in the latter ha.ll of the yea.r, 
leaving a.n a.vera.ge a.ttenda.noe of 66 in 
the afternoon. Twelve children hud 
gained medals for punotua.l a.nd regular 
11ttendanoe ; one for eeven yea.re, a.nd 
three for foor years in auooeseion. Our 
fina.noes showed a. marked improvement. 

Beginning with 11, ema.11 deficit, we 
closed with a. ba.la.noe of .£2 13a. 7d. 
Reoeipta, £26 13e. fl½d.; Expenditure, 
.£23 17a. 7~d. 

Special nymna were song between the 
a.ddreeees; the infants rendering their 
pa.rte wonderfully well, which ga.ve 
grea.t credit to their teacher, Miss Ha.m. 
An a.nthem wa.s sung by the tea.chers 
a.nd members of the Bible-class, and was; 
mooh appreciated ; we feel oor best 
tha.nka are doe to brother Crick for the 
way in which the singing was accom
plished. Recitations were given during 
the evening, a.nd kept a. very high tone, 
being foll of sound advice. Prizes in 
order of merit, and medals, were dis
tributed, epecia.l prizes being given for 
repeating Catechism and answering 
Bible QC1estions in Cheering Word.,. 
N ea.r the close of the eervice a.n agree
able surprise wa.s given to the secretary, 
brother Cra.mpin. 

Mr. H. T, Thiselton,ja.nr.,after a. nea.t 
speech, presented him with a. Bible on 
behalf of those who were members of 
the Bible-cla.ss when held in tbe 
Sa.bba.th-school, a.nd which the secreta.ry 
ha.d conducted pro tem. Being ta.ken 
qnite by sorpri~e. brother Crampin 
briefly responded. Collections a.mounted 
to £5. We desire to record our grati
tC1de to God for a.11 His goodness to
wards os, not only in the Sabbath
echool, bot a.Isa in the ChC1rch, where 
He is ea.using His fa.ce to shine, a.nd we 
ea.meetly hope tha.t Bethesda. may be
come endeared to the hea.rts of many 
more, because ef the Lord's mercy 
shown towa.rds them while within its 
wa.lls. '.And to Him we will a.scribe a.ll 
the glory, &c. 

HOUNSLOW. - On Feb. 19th and 
22nd we celebrated oar Sunday-school 
a.nniversa.ry. On the Sonda.y, a.bout 190 
prizes were presented, a.nd we ha.d :i. 
short a.nd suitable address from Mr. 
Johnston, the minister for the da.y. On 
the following W ednesde.y, the children 
met a.t 5 o'clock for tea., together with 
some of the mothers. Mr. MC1timer pre
sided over the evening meeting, a.nd 
a.fter reading a. portion of Scripture 
oa.lled upon brother A. J. Robl.Jins to 
seek God's blessing. We then had a. 
loving and lively address from Mr. 
Mutimer, a.fter which the secretary 
presented a. very satisfactory report, 
showing tha.t a.ll ma.tters connected 
with the school were in good working 
order, a.nd tha.t the la.dies' a.nd mothers' 
sewing meeting, which meets every 
other Wednesday, wa.~ doing a. good 
work. Severa.I recitations were given 
by the ohildren, a.nd special hymns 
heartily sung. Profitable addresses were 
a.lso given by brothers Barrett a.nd 
McKee, junr. The well-filled cha.pal 
and ha.ppy fa.ces will not soon be for-
gotten. E. JEFFS. 
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SAX MUN D HAM. - The third 
anniversary of the re-opening of the 
Saxmnndham Ba.ptist Cha.pal was held 
in Ma.rch. On the Sunda.y, Mr. W. 
H. Berry, the MiRsioner, prea.ched 
speJial sermons. On the following 
Thursday a.fternoon, " a.n hour's 
service" wa.s conducted by Mr. H. M. 
Morling, of Aldring-ha.m, a.nd there was 
a. very fair gathering. A public tea. 
followed. Mr. Berry presided at the 
after-meeting, which opened with an 
instrumente.l piece. Mr. E. Crisp offei:_ed 
prayer. "The Glory Song" was rendered 
by Mrs. Sav&ge and Miss N. E. Berry. 
The cha.irm&n ha.ving iriven an address, 
a dnet was -rendered by Mrs. Fairweather 
and Miss Ward. Mr. Frank Lookwood 
ga.ve a.n excellent address. Mr. J. S. 
Oxborrow also spoke at some leng-th, 
and we.s followed by Mr. H. M. Morling-1 

who i8 a.lways well received at 
Sa.xmundha.m. Some good old hymns 
were rendered by the aug-mented ohoir. 
At the close Mr. W. H. Berry proposed 
a hee.rty vote of the.nks to brothers 
Morling, Lockwood, Oxborrow, for their 
inspirin,:r addresses, a.nd &ll who had 
helped, and conclnded the meeting by 
the Benediction. 

~ARGATE.-The services in connec
tion with the llth a.nniversary of the 
Sunday-school, held on March 12th and 
13th, were most encoura.ging, all services 
being well attended. fhe pastor 
prea.ched in the morning from Heb. vi. 
10. In the afternoon he g·a,ve an a.ddress 
to the school from the words, " Remem
ber thy Creator." In the evening the 
text was Rom. i. 14. 'fhe services proved 
seasoi.s of spiritual 11rofit. On the 13th 
the children and a, good number of 
friends partook of tea. Several friends 
from Broa.dsta.irs, together with their 
pastor, M.r. C. Bloy, favoured us with 
"their company. At the evening meet
ing the chapel was pa.eked. The pas
tor presided, and after a. few opening 
words by him, specially selected hymns 
were heartily sung, a number of pieces 
were recited, and brief suitable addresses 
were delivered by brethren Camp, Wise, 
and Bloy. The prizes which were dis
tributed were calculated not only to in
terest, but also to instruct. The report 
presented showed 140 scholars on the 
books, 20 members of the Bible-class, 
conducted by brother Wise, and that 
120 copies of Cheering Words were 
circulated monthly. Hearty thanks 
were accorded the friends who had 
laboured well to make the anniversary 
a success. 

LEE (DACBE-PABK).-Truly, "God 
works in a mysterious way His wonder~ 
to perform." He put it into th~ he.art 
of two of our deacons at the begmnmg 
of this year to req_ueat that we have 11. 

week of prayer for God's special bless-

ing. This wa.e unanimously o.,:rreed to 
by the officers and members of the 
Churoh, and the first week in February 
was the week chosen for the same. 
Between 20 and 30 met together ea.oh 
night, and many fervent earnest prayers 
a.soended to God, and those who were 
able to meet will not soon forget that 
"Week of Prayer." We felt God's 
Spirit in our midst, and in our hearts, 
and we knew that the answers to our 
petitions would oome. Therefore, we 
met together again one night to reoeive 
the answer, and God gave it to us by 
putting it into the heart of another 
dea.oou to urg-e that we should have a 
week's mission. This also the Church 
unanimously agreed to, and brother A. 
J. Burrage, of Watford, was invited to 
conduot the so.me. The mission was 
well advertized, saturated with prayer, 
and was in every way a real euooese. 
Large numbers ge.thered eaoh night. 
The Spirit's power and influence was 
felt, and the glorions Goepel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was faith
fully procle.imed by our young brother. 
Many who never enter a pla.oe of 
worship were prevailed upon to come to 
these services, and we know that much 
g-ood was done in the name of the 
Master, and we a.re looking for great 
results. Now, having realized God's 
blessing thus far, we had more specie.I 
prayer-meetings to plee.d for Divine 
guidance, and we were as a Church 
unanimously led to invite Mr. A. J. 
Burrage to devote hie whole time to the 
continuance of the work as "Home 
Missioner" until the end of the year, 
commencing his labours at once. This 
he has felt constrained to a.ocept, a.nd is 
now working in our midst. The 
welcome meeting is fixed (n.v.) for 
Tuesday, April 18th, and we hope to see 
a good number of friends on that 
occasion. We praise God for all His 
goodness to us, and now we a.re looking 
ror the showers of blessing which he 
has promised ; 

•• For His grace and power are such, 
None can ever ask too much." 

E.W. T. 

WETHERDEN (MISSION CHAPEL). 
-We can again raise an '' Ebenezer" at 
this little place. It g-ave us muoh plea• 
sure to meet with .the children on 
Monday, February 13th, when their 
winter neat took place. Tea was pro
vided for them a.t 5 o'clook, at whioh 
some of the parents and friends joined 
them. Public meeting at 6.30; pastor 
S. B. Stocker, of Stowmarket, presided. 
Brother S. Haddock offered prayer. 
Recitations and dialogues were then 
rendered and hymns sung by the 
scholars and some of the young friends 
of the Bible-olase. By the help of kind 
friends we were able to give the eohola,rd 
books for prizes, which were presented 
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to them by pastor S. B. Stocker ; 
also to the young people of the Bible
olass books were presented from Mr. 
Abbiss, who is being made very nseflll 
amongst them, and we thank God for 
sending him into our midst. The chapel 
w,9,s well filled and a very interesting 
and enjoyable time spent. We can join 
with the lines ol the hymn-

" Yet to the children'• feeble voice 
He lenda a gracious ear; 

And while the sheep in Him rejoice, 
The lambs to Him are dear.'' 

J.M. S. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE April issue of the Quarterly Record 
has just been publishea. It contains an 
excellent portrait a.nd biographical 
sketch of the la.te Mr. W. J. Pe.rkd, pa.r
tioala.rs of the a.pproa.chin~ anniver
saries, a.nd !J. variety of interesting 
information respecting the Society, 
whioh, in 1907, will commemorate its 
centenary. Copies of the Record will 
be sent to a.ny friends who will pla.ce 
them in the ha.nds of others who will be 
likely to become s~b!cribers. 

* A publio meeting in a.id of the S.:iciety 
has recectly been held in Enon Chapel, 
Woolwich, where for ma.ny years valued 
help ha.a been given by Mr. White a.nd 
his dea.oons a.nd Church. Mr. J. B. 
Collins, a. member of the Committee, 
presided, a.nd addresses were given by 
Messrs. Rose, White, Abra.ha.ms, a.nd the 
Secretary. A liberal oollection wa.s 
given. 

... 
* Meetings ha.ve a.lso been held a.t 

Ha.stings a.nd Ea.stbourne---in ea.eh place 
with encouraging results. In 11.ddition 
to the oollections, several new annual 
subscribers were obtained and much 
local interest wa.s evoked. Considerably 
more tha.n 100 pensioners live in the 

• County of Sussex; hence additional 
contributors interested in the;e aged 
r_eoipients would be gladly a.dded to the 
hst. 

MR. WILLIAM ARCHER. 
AFTER a long a.nd active life in his 
Lord's service, onr brother, Mr, William 
Archer, pea.cefnlly entered into his 
eternal rest on Lord's-da.y, Ja.nua.ry 29th, 
in the 74th yea.r of his a.ge. Oar brother 
wa.s born a.t B11.rking, in Essex, on March 
26th, 1831. His pa.rents a.t that time 
were Wesleya.ns; but removing to 
Cha.dwell He,.th, in the ea.me county. 
they were led to attend the services a.t 
the Baptist Chapel in that pla,ce. 
Deciding eventually to join the Church, 
they were baptized by Mr. Thos. Ken
dall, who was then the pa,stor. Onr 
brother a.ccompa.nied his father a.nd 
mother to the house oE God, and it was 
early manifest that a work of grace ha.d 
been begun in his young heart by his 
interest in the worship a.nd his a.tta.ch, 
ment to the people of God. This wa.s 
shown, too, by his willingness to help 
in a.ny wa.y he could a.t the chapel. One 
of the little services he rendered, he has 
told ns, wa.s to snnff the candles. When 
a.bout 15 yea.re old he wa.s greatly d1s
tre,sed about his sins a.nd felt he should 
be lost. For three months he could find 
no comfort. But whilst returning from 
the fields one morning, he heard the 
voice of J esns sa.y, "Come hither, soul; 
I a.m the Way," a.nd he wa.s filled with 
joy a.nd peace. Many a. time ha.s the 
writer heard him tell how his dear 
mother rejoiced with him, a.nd how 
together they blessed and praised tc.e 
name of the Lord. Soon after this it 
wa.s his j'oy to follow his Lord in the 
ordinance of Baptism a.nd to take his 
place with his pa.rents at the Lord's 
table. In the year 1852 he came to 
London, a.nd wa.s favoured to sit under 
the ministry of Mr. Philip Dickerson, 
a.nd our brothe~ a.nd his wife united 
with the Church at Little Alie-street in 
Febrn1uy, ISM. Here he took a.n active 
interest in the Sick Visiting Society. 
At the invitation of Mr. J. H. Dea.rsley, 
in 1860 he joined the London Itinerant 
Baptist Ministers' Association, and was 

• • soon constantly engaged in speaking in 
The Sooiety has s;ffered a. hea.vy loss the Lord's Na.me. For eleven yea.rs, too, 

by the passing a.wa.y of Mr. Samuel he served the Association a.s Secretary. 
Sha.rp, of Old Oha.nge a.nd Breclmook- In 1885 he a.ocepted the pastorate of the 
road, for ma.ny yea.re a. trustee a.nd mem- Chnrch a.t Acton, which he continued 
~er of the Board. He rendered many to hold until failing health, the in
nnporta.nt servioes to the Institution, firmities of a.ge, a.nd, too, the iong dis
a.?d by his genial ma.oner a.nd spiritual ta.nee from his oha.rge, he having 1rone 
gifts endea.rtd himaelf to a.11 with whom to reside a,t Mill Hill, which compelled 
he oa.me in oonta.ot. him to resign the offioe,a.nd he preached 

• * * his farewell sermons on October 26th, 

U
l,675 Pensioners, in a.11 pa.rts of the 1902. It wa.s greatly due to our brother's 
nited Kingdom, a.re now upon the earnest a.nd untiring efforts tha.t the 

books. Upwards of £12,300 per a.nnum present comfortable meeting-place in 
are expended in pensions a.lone, a.nd to Acton-la.ne was erected a.nd the freehold 
meet this snm the regular inoome is land on whioh it stands wa.a secured to 
madequa.te. An additional sum of the Churoh. After his retirement our 
£2,900 per annum is needed for the brother oooa.sion11.lly supplied the pulpit 
IDa.mtena.noe of the Homes. I a.t Aoton, a.nd it wa.s 11, mutual joy when 
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the old pa~tor and his little flock again 
met at the Lord's table. At Mill Hill also 
our brother, in conjunotion with other 
Christian brethren, conducted Gospel 
eervices in tbe Memorie.l Hall on Fride.y 
afternoons. But soon the l:l.bourer's 
work was to close. His last illness of 
four months' duration was peculiarly 
i;rying ; but a.bounding grace enabled 
him to bear the wee.riness '' most 
pe.tiently," and his mind was "e.lways 
peaceful." Asked by his beloved wife 
<ln one occasion if the we.keful night 
seemed long, he said," No; I e.m think• 
ing out sermons and preaching most of 
the time" ; and on another occasion he 
~aid his subject had been "l'he preoious
ness of the blood of Christ e.nd the joy 
of His redeemed ones." Thus, when no 
longer able actively to engage in his 
loved emoloy, "Jesue Christ, and Him 
crucified." was the theme of his 
thought, and bis song in the night. 
On the Saturday night, though con
scious, he was unable to speak, and on 
Lord's-day morning, e.t 10.15 o'clock, he 
fell asleep, to a wake •· for ever to be 
with the Lord " A memorial service 
was held at Mill Hill on Thursday, 
February 2nd. in which Mr. J. W. 
Stuttle (of Mill Hill) and Mr. G. W. 
Thomas (of Watford) took part. The 
morte.l remains of our brother were 
then conveyed to Highgate Cemetery, 
where, in the presence of a number ot 
friends, they were interred, Mr. G. W. 
Thomas officiating at the grave. In the 
home-going of oux dear brothtr William 
Archer, many will miss a familiar and 
kindly face and an old and steadfast 
friend, whilst the Chuxch at Acton 
will long remember and esteem him as 
a true pastor and a faithful minister 
of Jeans Christ. May the God of all 
comfort sustain the heart of our dear 
11,ged sister in her bereavement and make 
all grace to 11,bound towards each mem• 
ber of the sorrowing family.-S. G. E. 

JOHN SMITH, 
who for 50 years itinerated the country 
a.a a pree.cher of the everlasting Gospel, 
was called home on Christmas morning 
last at the age of 78 years. He was 
born at Lower Winchendon, a.bout seven 
miles from Aylesbury, and very early 
in life, gre.d uated in all kinds of folly 
and sin, and was looked upon as the 
ring leader in wickedness of the le.de 
about him. At the age of 18, the grace 
of God met with him; he experienced 
a change of heart, and a change of life 
followed, but the work was so gradual 
that he was often constrained to exclaim 
rn the pulpit that nothing but almighty 
grace could ever have lifted him out of 
i;he miry clay, and placed his feet upon 
the rock, and given him a name and a 
place among the people of God. At that 
time he he.d such a love for the house 
of God the.the often said he could have 
lived e.nd died there. He and his wife 
were baptized at Cuddington, and he 

soon became a teacher in the Sund&y
school. Being married early in life, and 
a family ooming along, with wageF!
about 7s. or 8s, a week, it was often a 
time of privation with them, and during 
the Crimean war his earnings were not 
sufficient to pay for the bread they 
needed. Still the Lord brought him 
honourably and honestly through it nil, 
so that in hi8 later days he was alw&ys 
ready to acknowledge the goodness of 
God to him. In the year 1855 the Lord 
first opened his mouth to spe&k in His 
name, and from that date to the year 
1889, with the exception of three years, 
he was preaching once a month at 
Bierton, ne&r Aylesbury. During the 
three years he w&s away he was living 
ntar Blackheath, and seems to have 
preached very regul&rly at Vinefields, 
in the little chapel built by Mr. S. K. 
Bland. At the expiration of that time 
he returned to his old occupation in the 
country as a fe.rm-labourer, hut obtain
ing,. job at the Aylesbuxy milk factoryi. 
he remained there for 29 years, unti 
the infirmities of age compelled him to 
relinquish it. All through these years 
he was eng&ged nearly every Lord's• 
day in visiting country Churches, and 
holding forth the Word of Life with 
much acceptance to the people of God. 
A few years ago he &nd his wife o&me 
to reside with his daughter, Mrs. Slit.de,. 
&t St. John's, New Cross, and she being 
e. member at Zion, he w&s very regular 
in attendance on the means of grace 
there. His voice was often he&rd in 
the Monday evening prayer-meetings, 
and e.t intervals, while the Church was 
pastorless, he preached with much 
acceptance on Thursd&y evenings. Be
coming anxious &bout the things of 
this life, and fearful that his little 
store of savings would be exha.usted 
before he was called home, it wa.s a com
fort to him when some friends succeeded 
in placinf him on the funds of the Aged 
Pilgrims Friend Society, for which he 
used to s&y, "Bless the Lord, oh my 
soul." Towa.rds the last he became too, 
feeble to &ttend the house of God, which 
was & gre&t tri&l to him ; but the 
tabernacle was t&ken down very 
grit.dually. On Christmas Eve &B he 
retired to rest he expressed a desire to 
see the d&wning of Christmas-day, &nd 
at about 8.30 a.m. he fell &sleep, and 
was &t la.at at home with his Lord. His 
remit.ins were laid to rest in Brockley 
Cemetery, pastor E. White, of Enon, 
Woolwich, a very old and tried friend, 
kindly officio.ting. It has been thought 
that some of the friends who knew and 
appreci&ted our brother's services in the 
M&ster's cause would· like to perpetuate 
his memory by erecting a stone over the 
grave, which a. kind friend purohase_d 
tor him. Any contributions for tb1s 
purpose will be gr&tefully received by 
his daughter, Miss Slade, 3, Strickland· 
street, St. John's, S.E. 
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THE "GLORY" SONG AND. WHO SHOULD 
SING IT. 

"And in H)s Temple doth every one speak of His glory."-Psa. :nix. 9. 

MANY are fascinated with the "Glory" song. They were taught it 
by the gentleman who has introduced it to the public; or have 

learned it from others who heard him sing it. It is said t'J be " wonder
ful.'' The words captivate the mind. The ring and rhythm of the 
sweet music haunt, the . memory. If once it takes possession of you it 
will not leave you. 

We are enjoined to" sing praises with understanding" (Psa. xlvii. 7). 
Indeed, to do 110 without duly considering what the words express and 
involve, and in :whose lips they would be appropriate, borders on 
absurdity. The " Glory" song can properly belong only to those who 
exercise faith in Christ and have "been s_ealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise" (Eph. i. 13). From others it would be profane mockery. 

Yet it is daily ·being put info the lips of thousands as a means of 
grace. Is not this solemn ? Must it not ~o harm ? Sacred music is 
often used by Satan to lull simple souls to 'sleep-to serve as an opiate 
to -restless coruicienpes and induce a dead profession__..:.. the most 
dangerous condition in which sinners can be in relation to God. 

WlIA.T '-'GLORY" IS. 

Glory is the state of happiness into which God's people will enter 
when Christ has come the second time and the judgment of the quick 
~nd the dead is over. Do you find pleasure in singing the "Glory " 
song? If so, pray enquire whether you have any real reason to antici
pate t4at you will be among those who will surround Him with joy at 
that day. • 

GLORY A.WA.ITS THE CHOSEN OF GOD ONLY. 

Glory will be the future portion of the elect of God. Those who are 
to participate in it are those whom God has "foreknown," "predesti
nated," "called" and "justified." No others will be" glorified" (Rom. 
viii. 30). These four great words mean far more than being pious or 
religious. You may have much solemn feeling, and rm1eh joy and 
ecstasy, without being one to whom they refer. If you are not quite 
sure that they describe you-refrain, for the present, from singing :-

" When by the gift of His infinite grace, 
I am accorded in He11,ven 11, place, 
Just to be there and look on His face, 

Will through the ages be glory for me." 

GLORY FOLLOWS EFFECTUAL CALLING. 

Glory will be the future of those who have been called by 
grace. Read, "The God of all grace who hath called us unto His 
eter11al glory by Christ Jesus" (1 Peter v. 10). Being "called by His 
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~Tace '' (0-al. i. 15) through the Gospel is very different from being 
rnt:e~ested 111 a sermon, or charmed with a song. It is the work of the 
~pmt, who conveys God's truth to the heart with power (1 Th118s. i. 5). 
Have yon bee~ thus cal_led ? Are _you_ sure ? If not-if you must sing
choose somethm~ els~ t1I~ your mmd 1s clear on the point. God searches 
the heart. Insmcenty 1s hateful to Him. Beware, "nor mock Him 
with a solemn sound upon a thoughtless tongue." 

GRACE PRECEDES GLORY. 

Glory in heaven will thus follow grace here. "The Lord will give 
grace and glory" (Psa. lxxxiv. 11 ). Those who will "stand with 
Christ in glory-Lookin~ o'er life's finished story," receive p1trdon and 
peace here before they die. Can you truthfully sing :-

" Ah I but for free and sovereign grace 
I still had lived estranged from God, 

Till Hell had been the destined place 
Of my deserved, but dread abode. 

But O, amazed, I see the hand 
Which stopped me in my wild career ; 

A miracle of grace I stand, 
The Lord hath taught my heart to fear." 

·• The eyes of the Lord are in every place beholding the evil and th~ 
good." He sees us. Can we honestly say that the unseen hand of 
Divine grace has arrested us-that we are walking uprightly-that we 
are God-fearing persons. If not, we do not possess " a good hope 
through grace," and it is sinful folly to sing a hymn which represents 
that we are "rejoicing in hope of the glory of God." 

CHRIST IN US IS THE HOPE OF GLORY. 

Those who truly have before them the bright prospect which forms 
the theme of the " Glory" song, have Christ form~d in them " (Gal. 
iv. 19), who "dwells in their hearts by faith" (Eph. iii. 17), and is thus 
·• the hope of glory" (Col. i. 27). This is a great fact which we cannot 
fully explain. It does not mean that Christ as a person occupies holy 
hearts ; for till the last day He will be in heaven at God's right band. 
It must mean that His life is in the souls of those who are united 
to Him as their Head. Hence, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
them, they "have the mind of Obrist" (1 Cor. ii. 16 ; 1 Phil. ii. 5) and 
"the spirit of Christ" (Rom. viii. 9) ; for "he that is joined to the Lord 
is one spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17). I do not enquire whether you.fully under• 
titand this-I am sure you do not; but I ask if anything in your heart 
corresponds with the words, "Christ in you." Do ideas and feelings 
come to you which do not and could not arise from any power or prin
ciple of your mental or moral nature ; and which are quite different 
from the thoughts and intents of your natural mind and disposition. In 
a word : "Is Christ in you "-through His Spirit-" tbe hope of 
glory ? " 

Pray do not throw this aside without consideration. If " Chris~ is 
not formed in you," you are deluding yourself and deceiving others and 
playing the hypocrite every time you sing Lhe " Glory" song : for all 
that profess religion in whom Christ, doe3 not thus dwell are "repro
bates." It is God's own Word (2 Cor. xiii. 5 ). 
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OR03S·BEARERS ONLY SHOULD SING THE "nLORY" SONG. 

LasUy, they only have ground and reason to hope for glory, whose 
l'eligion costs them self-denial and sorrow for God and His truth. No 
cross, no Cl'own. "If we be dead" with Christ, "we shall also live with 
Him. If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him." It is our "afflic
tion "-to us so real and heavy, though really light and momen
tary-which " worketh for us a far more exceeding- and eternal weight of 
glory." John, in the " Revela',ion," relates that he had a glimpse of 
the Glory-land, and thus saw in vision the thingd which fo~m the burden 
of this song. "Who were the,e white-robed singerd who stood before 
the La.rob?" He was told that "they had come out of great tribula
tion," for "through much tribulation we must, enter the kingdom" 
(Rev. vii. 14). 

You say you love to sing:-

" Yes, just e. smile from my Saviour, I know, 
Will through the ages be glory for me." 

The sentiment is pleasing,; though rather flippant. However, let 
this pass. But what warrants you in singing of Christ as" My Saviour"? 
Of some He will say at the last day: "I never knew you." Are you sure 
that He is yours in the sense which He is to His true, tried and su:ffer
ina people. Has He told you so ? Do you "daily deny youn1elf and 
take up· your cro3s and follow Him" ? (Luke ix. 23.) Doe3 He smile 
on you now, while the world fr.Jwns ? Does He speak peace to your 
soul, while noisy, self-confident prvfe;isors sneer at or shun you ? If not 
-if the;ie tokens for good a.re lacking-your hope is vain. 

I am far from advising you not to sing, but I beg you to sing what 
you, in the secret of your own soul, know and think and feel, and not 
what popular evangelists force upon you. What are truths to others 
may be lie3 from yo11, if recounting, as your own, aspirations, joys, and 
hopes of which you have no experience in your own soul. 

It is well to sing of Heaven, if as3urdd by the witne3s of the Spirit 
that we are by grace heaven-born and heaven-bound ; but to do so as if 
our hearts were set on reaching it, when even our natural consci':!nce 
testifies that the future home of God's holy ones would be utterly uncon
genial to us, is an act of spiritual imposture so great, that it must tend 
to stultify the soul and blunt all moral susceptibilitie3. 

It may be that you have been to recent meetings hoping to find peace, 
only to experience bitter disappointment-as I, your friend, did in days 
gone by, at gatherings of a similar character. I know what it, is to 
wrestle in sincere earnestne3s ; to listen with pitiful eagerness; to look 
at o~hers and wonder why the blessing never comes to me. .lt length I 
saw that my salvation was a private and personal matter betweau Christ 
and my soul-and resolved to let those who professed to manufacture 
Christians alone, and simply tr11st my soul to Christ. My experience 
warrants this counsel. 

" Let e.11 who mourn their lost esta.te, 
And sigh beneath sin's awful weight, 

To Oa.lvary draw nigh, 
And there, with tea.r-dimmed eyes, behold 
The crowning a.et of love untold-

' The Lord of Glory ' die. 
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W(l,it, sinner, W!l,it, at His dear feet, 
His sacrifice is all complete, 

Make it thine only plea ; 
Till He thy grief shall chase away, 
And in love's tender accents say, 

'Fear not, I died for thee.'" 

"SPIRITUAL REVIVALS : THEIR NEED, SOURCE, 
AND RESULTS." 

BY JABEZ PARNELL, MINISTER OF REHOBOTH CHAPEL, STEPNEY. 
A paper read at the Thirty-fourth Annual Meeting of " The Meti·opolitan 

Association of Sti-ict Baptist Chui·ches." 

D~AR MR. PRESIDENT, AND BELOVED FRIENDS,-The subject 
allotted to me is now, and has been for some time, engaging the 

marked attention of many, not only in England, but more p1nticularly 
in the Principality of Wales. NoLhing would rejoice onr hearts inore 
than a reliable assurance of a spirit-wrought and grace-smtained 
re,ival. It is not all gold that glitters, but if the reported awakening 
is of God it will remain steadfast throughout all the changing vicissi
tudes of the future. If sinners are savingly converted to God we therein 
do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 

The word revival is manifold in its meaning. Sometimes it means a 
restoration to former vigour, activity, or efficiency, after a period of 
languor, depression, or suspension ; as the revival of hope, the revival 
of one's spirits by good news, the ievival of a•drowned person, the revival 
of a person from a swoon, or the revival of trade. In the Greek of the 
New Testament it means to live again, return to life, or to flourish 
again, as in the notable example of Christ, wl:o died "and rose and re
vived." Specifically applitd to the subject in hand, it means an extra
ordinary awakening- in a Church or a community of interest in and care 
for matters relating to personal religion. We now pass on to no•e 
firstly the need 1of spiritual Revivals, and there can be little doubt 
about the importance of this matter . 

.A. vigorons Revival is greatly need_ed by each of us. We might as 
well begin with ourselves. Soul prosperity is both good and desirable. 
At times the tide of our graces is at a low ebb. We go about our 
religious duties as though we were sleeping partners. In experience we 
frequently resemble old trees that have ceased fruit-bearing; the spirits 
get depressed, the vigour of mind becomes exhausted, and the wear and 
tear of every-day life bring us almost to the verge of despair, and our 
only language to God is, "My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth 
for Thee in a dry and thirsty land where no water is, to see Thy power 
and Thy glory, so as I have seen Thee in the sanctuary." 

A spiritual Revival is specially needed in each of our several homes. 
The family circle must not be overlooked by us. How many of us hera 
preeent have daily prayer at the family altar ? Domestic religion is an 
mvaluable blessing. Who but the head of the household should be the 
officiatiug priest ? Why should there be any dec:iy in family worship ? 
In olden times there was a Church in a house. Mutual Bible-readings, 
simple expositions, and short but fervent prayers are wonderful advan-
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tages to the young and rising generations. It is no small comfort to 
Christian parents when the home influence has the ascendency over all 
others, "that our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth ; that 
our daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a 
palace." 

A gracious Revival is urgently needed in every department of our 
Associated Churches. Thne is each a thing as settling upon our lees, 
and leaving others to do what we ought to do ourselves. But still, 
example is better than precept. Where are many of our dear chil
•dren, beloved teachers, Church membera, and hundreds of our regular 
congregations on the Lord's day morning ? Of course we say nothing 
11gainst home duties and family requirements. Nevertheless, the low 
condition of our spiritual barometer touches us most acutely. The 
cheering aspect of the few does not obviate the low-water mark of the 
many. How few of us breathe out fervent petitions for Divine 
benedictions upon our individual souls and services half as earnestly as 
8aul of Tar,ms breathed " out tbreatenings and slaughter against the 
-disciples of the Lord." Cnurch activity should resemble that of the 
Royal Arsenal when the nation is threatened with the determined inva
sion of a powerful enemy. Every man at his post, and every man at his 
best. May the Lord "revive the heart of the contrite ones." 

A genuine Revival is morally needed throughout the United 
Kingdom. The modern customs and manners of the people call aloud 
for virtual improvements. The morals of our great cities appear to be 
more than ever on the wane. Were this all, we might hope for better 
-days, but alas, "the truth hath fallen in our streets." For the last 
fifty years there has to our thinking been a gradual decline of the full 
proclamation of God's unadulterated Word, and at the present moment 
1t would be difficult in many respects to tell where we really are in a 
theological sense. What with the habitual habit of pleasure-seeking, 
the persistent desecration of the Sabbath day, the non-attendance at the 
appointed means of g1·ace, the indiscriminate teaching of many a pulpit 
orator, and the don't-care kind of religious formality of the professing 
community-lead us naturally to infer that the high standard to which 
this nation had, through the mighty influence of the Bible and the 
wonderful providence of God, so gloriously attained, is being gradually 
lowered ; and what can arouse the inhabitants of these islands from 
their morbid drowsiness but a trumpet voice from the throne of the 
Eternal? "Awake thou that sleepest and arise from the dead and 
Dhrist shall give thee light." 

A revitalization is sadly needed the whole world o,er. This applies 
to the people of God upon the land and upon the sea, among the Jews 
and among the Gentiles, in our home Churches and in our missionary 
enterprises. On every hand and in every clime the great Arch-tieud of 
the human race is active throughout the inhabited parts of this earth ; 
ungodliness, superst.ition, idolatry, and false do~trines are most preva
lent. The whole earth hath corrupted its way by wicked inventions aud 
Satanic practices. In the face of these undeniable facts, who but the 
redeemed of the Lord can proclaim or reflect the glorious light of God's 
salvation ? Apart from the special aid of omnipotence the scattered 
flock of Christ will make no headw,1y, and the worm Jocob will never 
thrash the mountains of iniquity; but let God arise in His restoring 
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and revi,ing operations and the work will be done. Oh, for a return of 
the bright days of Reformation, the luminous timrn of tme Protestantism, 
the happy periods of real Calvinism, and to a gracious upheaval of the 
languishing state of Christianity by the mighty power of God from on 
high. 

II. The source of spiritual Revivals; and we do not ourdelves limit 
the word Revival to a single meaning. We think in Scripture it may 
ha-ve a double or two-fold bearing. First, in reference to the Lord's 
people, and secondly, with regard to God's special work in quickening 
poor sinners from death to life. For the sake of cleamess we make this 
distinction. A Revival with God's people is a resuscitation or a revivi
fication of tho~e latent gifts, graces, or vital powers already in possession; 
whereas in the recraiting work of llod there is a spiritual resurrection 
of those hitherto in a state of ignorance, darkness, end unregeneracy. 
"0 Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the vears." In which text 
the word is active and the prayer explicit. According to the learned, 
the word means to keep alirn, make alive, or cause to live. "Enlarge
the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thy 
habitations ; spare not, lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes : 
for thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left, and thy 
seed shall inherit the Gentil~s, and make the desolate citiEs to be in
habited.'' 

One source of Revivals is the Divine favour or good pleasure of the 
Father. '' All our springs ere in Him." He is the fountain of living 
waters. Whatenr may be the channel, agency, or operation, He is the 
bead. The giving out and the stirring up of saving benefits rest with 
Him whose •· delights are with the sons of men." There will be no 
fresh spring time in the renewed soul, like as there can be no resurrec
tion beauty in the kingdom of nature, except the Lord is pleased to 
J'enew His smiling vieits. In His favour is life and by His power o~r 
born is exalted. Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh_ rn 
the morning. "0 Naphtali, satisfied with favour and full _of the ble~s~ng 
of the Lord." May we be favoured to drink of the river of D1vme 
pleasures. 

Another source of Revivals is the Atonement of Christ. "If auy man 
sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous," 
and sin we do almost incesi,antly ; and therefore require fresh applica
tions of the precious remedy. Constant sinning requires an equ_ally 
constant purging. Renewed evidences of spiritual interest are gr~c1ous 
revivals to the downcast spirit; none but those who are consc10~sly 
cleame-d can with propriety speak of cleansing to others. A fresh s1~ht 
of the Lamb of God gives a fresh impulse to the heirs of salvat10n. 
Jesus' advocacy is an infallible assurance of reconciliation to. God_: and 
of complete expiation of the guilt of sin. Every return to h~e, vigour. 
and prosperity, in connection with the New Testament Church, 1B f?unded 
on the blood-shedding of the dear Redeemer, consequentl>: our pnva~ ~r 
public teaching should be permeated with the sweet doctrme of Chnst s 
propitiation for our sins. 

A third source of Revivals is the wonderful adaptation of the Gospel. 
The Scriptures upon this point are innumerable: Moses, David, Isai~b, 
Ezekiel, Hosea, the .Apostles and others were familiar with this diffus~ve 
subject. Two or three instances oan only be quoted : " My doctrine 



AND GOSPEL H.ERALD. 

ah11ll drop as the rain, My speech shall dil!til as the dew." Por as the 
1'1tin cometh down, and the snow from heaven, etc., so shall My Word be 
that goeth forth 011t of My mouth; it shall not return unto Me void. 
but it shall acc:omplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto [ sent it. " I will be as the dew 11nto Israel ; he shall 
grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Leban')n." In ~hort, 
thel'ti shall noli only be drops of dew and drops of rain, but "showera of 
blesiing." Budi of grace, like the buds of natur .. , shall become really 
apparent, and no wonder, since the source is Divine, the blessing suitable. 
the gift copious, the range undeterminable, the perpetuity uncea~ing, and 
the specific de~ign a flourishing and delightful change. The Go~pel is 
the " great rain of His strength." " It is bott. efficient and invincible." 
It is tie power of God unto salvation. No opposing forces can with
stand iti ordained commission. Every mounr,ain cast up by sin, Satan. 
and the world must fall down before its onward march. When and 
where it operates, it annihilates ev~ry kind of weakness and every vain 
imagination, and assumes the supreme command. 

Another source, and that, a primary one, is the Spirit of the living 
God. He must take hold of us before we can take hold of the horns of 
the altar. Every stream of blessing and every influence of grace are by 
this agency. He is the Spring Head of every personal and mutual revival. 
He is the sole origin of grace in the heart, of light in the mind, of life 
in the soul, of liberty in the spirit, of sealing in the understanding, of 
purging in the conscience, of purity in the conversation, of freshness in 
the ministry, of vital activity in the Church, and of all the nnder
surface grace secrets of God's favoured children, which are not at all 
times bright, useful and prominent to the apprehension. Without the 
Holy SpirWs sovereign agency and energising power, there will be no 
re-awakening in the Church militant, no visible resurrection and coming 
together of the dry bones, no Pentecostal effusion upon the waiting 
disciples, no healing of the nations by the deepening and spreading of 
sanctuary waters. Holv Ghost power is life and breath to the Bpouse. 
He who first moved upon the face of the waters, and hatched ltfe into 
them, must warm our hearts and move our affections God-ward, or we 
shall never be like the chariots of Amminadib; there is no other resource 
for an uplifting. " The wind bloweth where it !isteth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth ; so is every one that is born of the Spirit .. " 

The last soured we will ju,t name is prayer. Our object in using 
these divisions is for the sake of order, and Lo assist the memory of our 
dear friends. It is well known from the particular circumstances of 
Elijah, who prayed so earnestly for the return of rain, that the'' effectual 
~ervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." Those who are 
mtimately acquainted with the sweet promise of God, will, when rightly 
m_oved by the Holy Spirit, pray for a rich ble3sing in strict harmony 
w_ith the promise. The promise of God i@, " I will pour water upon 
him that is thirBty, and floods upon the dry ground : I will pour My 
Spirit upon thy seed and My blessing upon thy offspring ; and they shall 
spr~ng up as among the grass, as willows by the watercourses." _T_he 
petition is, '' Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may reJ01ce 
!n Thee ? " Or as Ezra, "lighten our eyes, and give us a little revi_vi~g 
m our bondage." As much as to say, onl' hearts are stony, our captivity 
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deplomble, our spirits depressed, our prospects blighted, our ruin immi
nent, our destitution great, our conscience sleepy, our consolations 
small, our interest clouded, our enemies triumphing, out· years fe.st ebbing 
to a close, our fetters heavy upon us; and so our prayer tallies exactly 
with our present state and condition, and so, 0 Lord, the fountain of 
mercy being full, let some refreshing streams flow down to us. 

III. The results of Spiritual Revivals, and there can be no doubt 
but what this leaping again into a bright array is both visible and self
e"Vident, as much so as the light of the sun, the approach of spring, and the 
return of nature's beautiful and univeraal adornment. " Who is she 
that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners ?" The seasonable influenced of the 
Holy Spirir, like the re-animating powers of "streams, rivers, or floods," 
are sure to make manifest their living and obvious effects. For there is 
a kind of " Analogy between the water in the natural world and the 
Spirit's influence in the moral world." In either case there are cleans
ing, rnftening, fe,tilisiug, satisfying, and effectual results. "Awake 
and sing, ye that dwell in the dust; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, 
and the earth shall ca~t out the dead." In all revivals, as one has said, 
certain allowances must be made, and certain distinctions must be 
observed. Mere excitements, like the early dew, will pass away, but 
genuine comersions will become more and more exemplary. Real con
versions are rare instances now-a-days. It would be a serious time with 
our Churches should the burials, for any length of time, be more than 
the births. Like Barna bas, we desire to see more and more the " Grace 
of God, and be glad." Even moral virtue is good, but "Ye must be 
born again." 

In all the departments of nature, providence and grace, there have 
ever been, and ever will be, cause and effect. They are inseparably 
connected ; this is affirmed by the light of sacred history. Th~ still 
small voice is enough to re-empower the mysterious Elijah. The sound 
in the tops of the mulberry trees is a visible token for David to bestir 
himself. The prophet's assurance of' an abundance of rain induce3 the 
King of Israel to hasten with all speed to J ezreel. A single announce
ment that John Bunyan, George Whitefield, or John Wesley would preacl1 
in the open air at five o'clock in the morning, brought thousands to hear 
them; and what eball we say of Wales, where the great revival is now 
going on ? Who can account for its mysterious commencement ? It 
was sudden, rapid, spontaneous, unexpected and astonishing. Without 
newspaper advertisements and commodious building preparations, with
out the pre1,ence of well-trained and celebrated Evangelists, without the 
regular routine of pulpit preaching and the usual external use of means, 
a great motive power, like an irresistible gust of wind, took ho!~ of_ the 
hearts and affections of tbe people, and from that moment to thrs, hke a 
heavenly hurricane, bas swept everything before it. Say not it IB t_oo 
good to be true. It may be a mystery to us, but it is no mystery to Him 
wl10se Omnipresence pervades all things visible and invisible. At all 
events, may God the Holy Spirit work such a glorious revival in o_u, 
midst, so wuch so that saints shall be revived, sinners saved, and enemies 
oonfounded. 

And then, to clo3~ our short papet· on this attractive and interesting 
!iUbject, where a thorough revival in the highest and best manner takes 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 141 

place the results will be both influential and God-glorifying. When 
Christ opened the eyes of the blind, or the apostle3 cured the "lame man 
at the Beautiful gate of. the Temple," the joyfal news spread like wildfire. 
By which mirdcles others were mightily influenced, aad God was glorified 
in each miraculous act; and so, if the Lord shall be pleased to revive uB 
individually, mutually, collectively, and universally with His fresh 
anointings, such a revival could not fail to influence in some respects 
both friend and foe. Any way, such a momentous event would warm 
the heart of the minister, improve the week-night prayer-meeting, stir 
up the spirit of languishing members, and inspire all labourers in the 
Master's vineyards with a fresh determination to" Know nothing among 
men save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." May it be so for His name 
sake. Amen. 

HYPNOTISM AND HOLINESS. 

STRANGE tidings from Liverpool! "Evan Roberts, the revivalist, 
has recently anffered from shuddering fits of depression. He at 

times eits silent, apparently unconscious of what is occurring. At one 
meeting he exclaimed that someone was trying to hypnotise him. A 
professional mesmerist has since admitted that he was 11ctually present 
for this purpose." This-which appeared in a journal of repute-has 
caused thought, and led to a request for an explanation. 

In 1775, Dr. F. A. Mesmer, a German physician, announced that he 
had discovered a strange power, styled by him "animal magnetism," 
which is possessed by some people and which enables them to control 
and coerce the thoughts and actions of others. These are, in more 
modern phraseology, said to be hypnotised-or reduced to a nervous 
and mental condition in some respects resembling sleep. There is 
some truth in the idea, but the public performances of those that have 
professed to exercise this influence have been so intermingled with 
imposture and ·buffoonery, and their art has at times been privately 
practised for purposes so discreditable, that the science-if a science it 
be--has fallen into disrepute. 

No Christian-especially no minister of the Gospel-should have 
anything to do with it.• 

It may, however, serve a good· purpose to state under what condi
tions only this power can be exerted. 

When the matter first excited attention it presented a most tempting 
subject to writers of fiction, and, therefore, served a.a the foundation of 
innumerable stories of men who exercised weired and uncanny influence 
over ot,hers. These are represented as having been constrained, by 
occult means, to act involuntarily, or even contrary to their personal 
inclinations a.nd desires-as the mere passive instruments of those that 
controlled them-and to go where they would not, to write what they 
did not believe, and even to commit crimes, when in this half-conscious 
state. These stories are garnished with learned and mystical expres-

. • Two Strict and Particular Baptist ministers, whose names often appeared 
111 this magazine in former years, lost oaste and ruined their reputations in this 
way. J.P. Mursell, of Leicester, also is stated in his Biography by his son to 
have countenanced the practice-but perhaps his mental infirmity had theu 
commenced. 

K 
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sions, and are thus often regarded a~ founded on fact, though purely 
the fruit of imagination. Hence they are doing serious and wide
spread mischief. 

This enforces the necessity of distinguishing between the ascertained 
and authenticated facts of this branch of psycological science and the 
wild fancies of ingenious writers of fiction. 

The excitable young Welshman tlppears to have been affected by 
some popular but utterly false notions, and to have suffered accordingly. 

It should be known that no person ci\n hypnotise others apart from 
their cognizance and volunta1·y consent. Without one's own wish and 
will none can affect us in this way ; but if we yield to them we become 
to an extent their :nental slaves.• 

We should therefore keep aloof from all real or pretended posaessord 
of this power, abstain from book9 which profess to teach the art, and 
beware bow we tamper in any way with the mysterious powers of our 
own mental nature, or suffer others to tamper with them. 

How important, too, to give our hearts to God (Prov. xxiii. 26), since 
a heart devoted to Him is impervious to the semi-diabolic influence, 
which undoubtedly has lured some to their destruction. 

"Fear God," then, "and keep His commandments," and the love 
of Christ will both control and consLrain your will-power, and leave you 
graciously free to exercise it yourself. "Present your bodies, there
fore, a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God ; which is your 
reasonable service." "Yield yourselves unto God as thost that are alive 
from the dead, and your members a'J instruments of rigbte'Jusne~s unto 
God." 

" Put round my heart Thy cord of love-it hath a kindly swe.y; 
But bind me fast, and draw me still, still nearer every day." 

THE INCOMPARABLE LOVER. 
BY ALFRED B. TETT.MAR, WILLENHALL. 

" What is thy Beloved more the.n another beloved?"-Song of Solomon v. 9. 

COMPETENT scholars differ widely when expounding this unique 
portion of the inspired volume ; but the majority agree that it is a 

sacred allegory in which human affection, of the purest and most 
devoted character, is employed to illustrate the love that exists 
between the saints and their Saviour, and their mutual communion and 
intercourse. 

In our passage, the " Lover of our souls " is represented as having 
"withdrawn Himself." The living child of God needs no commentator 
to explain what is here intended. He knows that fellowship with Christ 
is often interrupted by periods of absence, during which the poet well 
interprets the sorrowful feelings of his heart. 

" But ah I when these short visits end, though not quite left a.lone, 
I miss the presence of my Friend "like one whose comfort's gone." 

Such distress is here referred to. The lonely one therefore goes in 
quest of her Beloved ; hastening from place to place to find Him, and 

"The writer owes these important facts to his friend, J.E. Flegg, of Cle.phaID 
Common. 
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crnving from all she meetq information ra,pe~ting Him. Some give her 
no comfort, bat treit her raughly; '' the Wil.tchmen" wound her; "the 
keeperB of the walls" rem')n her" veil." " The daaghters of J erusa
lem" are, however, considerat,e and kind, and, ad ireising her as '' the 
fairest among women," put to her the enqairy of our text. 

Methinks I hear her reply, ringing with ever-increasing force adown 
the ages, and finding an echo in every holy heart. He is ten thousand 
times more precious than any other baloved cin be. "White and ruddy, 
the chiefeit among ten thousand." " His head is most fine gold," for 
He is the Son of God. " His legs ara like pillars of marble," for He is 
mighty to sustain tne responsibilities and burdens of all that trust Him. 
Yea, He is altogether lovely, incomparable in all that endears Him to the 
wise in heart. This He is:-

First, in His ability to save and befriend, as He claims that "all 
power in heaven and in earth" has been given to Him. 

His hand wields omnipotence and sway:i the sceptre of universal 
dominion. There is, therefore, nothing that He cannot do for those He 
loves, in the way either of deliverance, bestowment, or transformation. 
Sins may be heinou9, but He can forgive them; defilement deep-dyed, 
but He can remove it ; nece3sities many, bat He can meet them ; dis
tance from righteousness and God remote, bat He can annihilate distance 
and bring us to God. 

Secondly, He exceeds all others in wisdom. The wisest of men have 
failed. Solomon, who excelled all in this particular, made many mis• 
takes. But never was there any failure with Christ. He never 
misapplied the knowledge He had, or adopted wrong methods of dealing 
with men. He never failed to gain the object at which He aimed. He 
perfectly effected what He undertook. He saw the end from the begin
ning, truth in all its relations, and the means w3ich that end req aired 
for its attainment. Perfection in wisdom as well as power is therefore 
characteristic of Him. 

Thirdly, He excels all others in His wonderful love. None love as 
He does. The warmest hearts are cold when placed by the side of His. 
Even a mother's pales before His. Hence Bis sacrifice and sufferings 
on our behalf-" Who loved us, and gave Himself for us." Bow at the 
manger which cradled Him, gaze on the form He assumed, enter the 
village home in which he was reared, follow Him in His wanderings in 
the land, and stand by the cross on which He suffered and died, and yon 
will not fail to testify th~t as the Beloved none approach Him in glory. 

Fourthly, He is more than others in sympathy. His heart is as 
tender as it is warm, and His love as activa as it is large. "We have 
not an High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our in
firmities." The sympathy of Christ is the exercise of power, as well as 
the outgoing of pity. It soothes by sustaining, and lightens the bnrden 
of suffering a.nd sorrow by allying Divine strength with our weakness. 
As He feels for you, so He helps you. It is not thus with men. Their 
~ympathy seldom goes beyond words and sentiment; but His compassion 
is untiring and exhaustless. 

This He is, further, in the ch!!.racter He e:rnmplifies, the resources He 
comn:iands, the gifts He confers, and the power He exercises on behalf 
of His people as their Captain and King, Keeper and Guide. 

None, therefore, are like Christ in the estimation of a spiritnally-
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enlightened and grace-taught soul. There is no one whom such would 
think of comparing with Him. Dear reader, what is your experience of 
the worth of the Saviour? Is He more to you-immeasurably and 
infinitely more-than all others ? If so, yon may regard this felt con
,iction of the preciousness of Christ as constituting a Scriptural and 
unmistakable evidence of the existence of Divine life in your soul. And, 
if you are enabled to perceive be1mty in Jesus now, if yom· eyes have 
been opened to behold glory in Immanuel, feeble and dim though the 
view at times may be, so surely will you be with Him where He is, to. 
contemplate the ceaselees unfoldings of His unclouded glory through 
all eternity. 

"Jesus, Thou art enough the mind and heart to fill, 
Thy love to sooth the anxious soul, Thy blood its fears dispel." 

DIVINE ELECTION THE EVANGELIST'S 
INSPIRATION. 

BY HERBERT J. GALLEY, WEST HAM, ESSEX. 

"I have much people in this city."-Acts xviii. 10. 

GOD'S gracious doings in Time are regulated by His determinations 
before Time. Our Lord has a people whom the Father chose ; for 

whom He died, and whom He must bring into the one flock of the 
redeemed (John x. 16). 

These great facts are by some believed to have a tendency to repress 
our zeal in making His wonderful love to sinners known by the free 
preaching of His holy Gospel. This is an error. The doctrine of 
election, when rightly held, is a great inspirer of energy and effort in 
evangelical work. An illustration may make this clear. 

Picture some gold-diggings, where many are hard at work, though 
the uncertainty of success at times greatly damps their ardour. 

Anon, we find them toiling far harder than before, and evidently 
with the most sanguine hope that their labour will be abundantly 
rewarded. Whence this new zeal ? One of the band has obtained an 
Ordnance Survey of the district, which indicates, on high authority, 
where they may expect to find the precious metal of which they are in 
search. This furnishes them a fresh motive for effort. A truce to mere 
guessing. They now know the great fact that the gold lies within a few 
yards of them. All, therefore, work with a will to unearth the prize. 

Thus, if we believed in an uncertain plan of salvation, should we 
not be often haunted with the depressing fear that, after all, but few 
results might attend our labours, and that much of our toil might prove 
fruitless and vain ? This enervating thought ie, however, forbidden by 
the Divine assurance that the Lord has a people, foreknown and ran
somed, whom it is His purpose to call by_ such ~reaching as o_ure. He 
sends ns to find them, when and where this gracious purpose 1s to take 
effect in their salvation. Did the Ordnance plan assure those men that 
gold was near to reward their efforts ? So to Paul, when Corinth, as B 

sphere of evangelical labour was new and strange to him, was bidden by 
the Lord neither to be afraid nor to hold his peace : '' for I have much 
people in this city." 
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The incident was indeed local and concerned om mrn and one 
ministry; but it embodies a truth wide as the eirth and as unalterable 
:a9 the everlasting hills. 

" For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud that it may give seed to the so;ver and bread to the eater, so 
shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth. It shall not 
return unto Me void ; but it shall accomplish that which I please ; and 
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 11 ). 

With what confidence Paul must have preached the Gospel at 
Corinth for eighteen long months, after receiving the assurance that the 
Lord had '' much people " there ! 

When our Risen Lord gave the great command to His disciples, 
which the great Duke of Wellington c:1.lled "the Church's marching 
orders," viz., to "go into all the world and pre!l.ch the Gospel to every 
,creature," He meant exactly what He said! We are to preach anywhere 
and everywhere as opportunity presents, to anyone and everyone to 
whom we have access, in the full ae3uranca that the Lord has " much 
people," and that He will gather in His elect from the four corners of 
the earth. 

God never wastes time or material, neither ara His attempts ever 
mere experiments. When He lays the burden of souls upon holy hearts 
aud directs His s1rvants to labour in any sphere in His service, this is 
but a part of His eternal Covenant purpose to bring to light His gold, 
though now concealed amid the " ruins and rubbish " of the fall. 

Let all who have the desire for the salvation of men be impressed 
with this, and pray with greater assurance and work with re-doubled 
energy ! They cannot pray and hbour in vain, for the Lord has 
"much people," whom He will cer~!l.inly gather through their instru
mentality. 

Many that have followed these remarks have been touched with the 
poet's words:-

" Then will I tell to sinners round 
What e, dear Saviour I have found 
I'll point to His redeeming blood, 
And cry," Behold, the Way to God." 

May all that are tired with this noble purpose take heart of grace 
from what we have considered-" I have much people in this city." 

ALL BELIEVERS are not necessarily true Christians, but all true 
·Christians are sincere and heartfelt believers. It is good to believe in 
•~he inspiration of the Bible, the existence and attributes of the Persons 
Ill the blessed Trinity in Unity, and the plan of salvation as revealed in 
the Gospel ; but such faith alone does not constitute us the living chil
dren of God. On the other hand, all who are saved are profound and 
,experimental believers in these things. Grace and iafidelty cannot 
co-exist in the same heart.-P. 

'fHE PREOIOUSNESS OF SALVATION.-" Who can contemplate the 
value of a grain of grace when this life ends ; and who can contem
·plate the wretchedness of the man, woman, or child who dies without 
trace? "-Memoir of Eli Ashdown, page 211. 
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SOME FORMER REVIVALS ; 
OR, LrnHT FROM THE PA8T ox A PRESENT-DAY PnonLEM. 

"Enquire, I pray thee, of the former age."-Job. viii. 8. 

IT is ~ften hard to form nn accurate estimate o! the immediate present. 
Lyrng tongues, now voluble, must first be silenced ; the chatter of 

fools who will not observe, and cannot think, must be repressed; winds 
from the hills must clear the air and enable us to view things in a dry 
light, before the truth can be known. Some men praise every novelty, 
while others condemn every departure from the old order in which their 
grandsires delighted. Hence, if one is in search of sound opinions, 
testimonies so clash as to bewilder an honest man. 

Exact historical parallels obvioui;ly cannot occur, but a long by-gone 
event frequently elucidates a recent one to which it bears some resem
blance. A comprehensive knowledge of the past thus enables us to 
estimate the present with a measure of accuracy-to reason better from 
causes to consequences; and from what has been, to judge of what is 
and is hkely to be. 

We bal'e lately procured the autobiography of an individual* the 
record of whose life and labours would, we thought, cast light on some 
current events on which all that love God and His truth should desire 
to know the truth. It bears no date. Whether it is a reprint of an 
American book ; why no words of introduction, and no notes of eluci
dation are vouchsafed, and with what object it is now issued, we are not 
told. We have, however, read it for the purpose stated, and have learned 
some facts about one who made a noise in the days of our childhood, and 
ascertained what he thought about himself; what be attempted; and 
what, as be believed, be accomplished in the service of God. 

PROFESSOR CHARLES G. FINNEY (1792-1875) 
was born in Connecticut. His parents were not "seriom,." Few of 
their neighbours were religious, and the sermons be heard when youn~ 
were common-place and often absurd. His childhood over, he attended 
a High School, acquired some knowledge of more advanced subjects, and 
studied law under an attorney. Up to 1818 be felt no interest in sacred 
things, but was then induced to read the Bible, a copy of which he pur
chased. 'This led him to attend the ministry of Mr. Gale, a Presbyterian 
and moderate Calvini£t-under whose influence he became very restless} 
though in doubt as to the credibility of the Christian faith. 

CONVERSION. 

On a Lord's Day in 1821 "be resolved that he would at once set~le 
the question of his soul's salvation, and if possible make his peace with 
God." After alternating between fear and hope for some time, he s&w 
an unearthly light, which be calls " a spiritual baptism," through which 
"all fear of condemnation dropped out of his mind, and his sense of 
guilt left him." 

He soon after joined the Church. and felt a desire to preach ; but the 
doctrines of grace troubled him. After long discussions with bis pastor 
and other ministers, he became utterly ashamed of the " Confession of 

•"The Life of Charles G. Finney." The Salve.tion Army Book Depe.rtment, 
Fortess Road, N.W. 
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Faith "-the doctrinal basis of the Presbyteriarui--which he henceforth 
repudiated, and adopted the Arminian scheme of a universal atonement 
and the duty of all men to accept salvation when offered. He thus 
abandoned free grac~ for free will, which was the burden of his future 
ministry. Worthy Mr. Gale, however, still remained his friend. 

THE REVIVALIST, 

Very solemn is his recital of his Evangelical labours. His power of 
appeal was as great as his ingenuity in devising means for arousing 
natural fear in the hearts of sinners. Many of the methods now com
monly employed to induce men to decide for Uhrist owe their origin to 
him. He claimed that God taught him " the best method of winning 
souls "-and in numerous instances, in America, what be styles. 
'' Revivals " followed his efforts. He seemed to think that he had a 
monopoly of Divine influence, and could enaure the conversion of men 
almost at will. The anecdotes of his success are numerous, though 
generally unauthenticated. Sheriff B--, " a Louisville merchant," 
Dr. W--, Judge G--, and quite a host of Mr. D's, S's, M's, with 
"the vain young woman,"" the merchant and his wife," and "the officer's 
wife," are paraded as trophies of his power. 

His work on "Revivals," becoming popular in America, was re
published here, John Angell James, of Birmingham, introducing it by a 
preface, '' as much for the purpose of caution as recommendation." 

This fell into the hands of Potto Brown, a wealthy miller of 
Houghton, near St. Ives, Hunts, a very prominent professor, who hated 
the doctrines of grace, and estimated Evangelical success solely by 
tabulated conversions. He appears to have been a most shallow and 
conceited man, whose judgment-apart from the concerns of his business 
-was wholly unreliable. He it was who so failed to perceive ability in 
C. H. Spurgeon that he sought to dissuade him from continuing in the 
ministry. "My young friend," he observed, "let me give you a bit of 
advice. You'll never make a preacher, so just give it up "-and this 
after the pastor of W aterbeach had established his reputation by many 
months of faiLhful service. " He was," writes C. H. Spurgeon," a rank 
Arminian." But money accounts for the religious influence of many 
who, apart from it, would be wholly unnoticed. It is, alas, too true in 
the Christian world, that "men will praise thee when thou doest well 
for thyself." 

This gentleman, with some others, was induced by the perusal of the 
Professor's book to persuade its author to visit England, with the con
fident expectation that the conversion of sinners to an unprecedented 
extent would follow his labours. 

FIRST VI8IT TO ENGLAND, 1849. 

. The American's impression of the religious state of England at this 
time was that the Churches of all denominations were in a lethargic and 
lukewarm state-which was an error-and that he, of all men, was 
competent and commissioned to arouse them. His ideal of religious 
prosperity was excitement : whereas gracious men here preferred the 
sobriety and quiet intensity of sustained and spiritual earnestness. 
'' ~atient continuance in well-doing" characterised our assemblies ; 
no~sy f~rvour aroused by passionate Arminian appeals was in the highes 
estimation in the States. 
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Rtrnnge and sad were his opinions on prayer, answers to which he 
<lenied were conditioned by the soYereignty of God. Petitions that the 
Holy Spirit would act in the way desired in reviving God's people and 
gi,ing effect to the preached Gospel mnst not be qualified by expressions 
of submi~sion to the pleasure of God. To pray," Lord, if it be 'l'hy will, 
grant us these blessings for Christ's sake," was insulting the Mo,t High. 
[t put an "if" where He had put none, and where He had expressly 
revealed His purpose-and this in the face of words so plain as " He 
hea.reth us if we ask anything according to His will" (1 John v. 14). 

He believed that there is inherent power in the Gospel of itself to 
sa,e, if it is effectively preached. He repeatedly speaks of ministers who 
convert men ; pities a society whose agents converted five only annually 
(" Lectures," p. 16 3) ; and applauds a minister who converts more than 
all who have come from a certain seminary or college (p. 164). 

w·ith ideas like these, Finney's mission was to Americanise British 
Christianity. 

This was his programme, which he pursued by conducting services of 
a highly inflammatory nature at Houghton; Birmingham. and the 
Whitfield Tabernacle, Shoreditch, of which Dr. Campbell was then the 
m1111ster. His own accounts of his success in these places are mosL 
enthusiastic. He came to win souls for Christ, and claims to have done 
so e,erywhere. He is, indeed, reticent as to details. He does not tell 
the story of individual conversions, or relate interviews with anxious 
inquirers. He is incensed with John Angell James for his guarded 
references to a ministry and methods so unlike those which God had 
signally mrned in his own case. He offensively informs us that no fewer 
than fifteen hundred impenitent sinners attended Carr's Lane Chapel; 
but \l"e do not learn that one of these was met with at his own services at 
Mr. Ro>l"e's place in the same town. He makes no reference to "The 
~nxious Inquirer," a book which-though not without inaccuracies
had been so wonderfully owned of the Holy Ghost as to demand 
nni,ersal respect. 

iThile. however, he-" damns with faint praise" or covertly insults this 
most gracious servant ~four Lord's, he gives prominence to Potto Brown, 
especially to his gift of £50, and to the Rev. James Harcourt (subse
quently of the Boro' Road and Wandsworth), as "a talented man, a 
rousing preacher, and an earnest labourer." Dr. Redford, who, as he 
says, regarded him with favour, is introduced as" a prominent theologian"; 
but Dr. Campbell and Dr. Tregelles, a scholar of world-wide reputation 
and a most holy and devoted Christian, have scant commendation, for 
they ,entured to take exception to his most legal position-that the con
ditions upon which men are saved are "the atonement, faith and 
repentance." Evidently one had to swallow Mr. Finney's divinity ~n 
e,ery particular, or Mr. Finney would think very meanly of you. lit 
mission lasted from August, 1849, till April, 1850, when he returned home. 

SECOND VISIT TO ENGLAND, 1858. 
In December, 1858, he paid a second visit to England-but his 

reception was far less enthusiastic than before. God-sent ministers of 
real truth and power were influencing. Christians of all denominations. 
Spurgeon's grace and gifts were now universally recognised, and 
his Calvinism though not so pronounced as ours, had won, in many 
quarters, a high respect for the doctrines of sovereign grace as he 
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advanced them. The great Revival movement of l R57-I 8.->:J had 
touched thousands in all parts. These facts affected the attitude and 
action of many toward this unreliable Revivalist, who evidently felt that 
he did not fltand so high in the regard of the religious public of England 
as in the past. 

He does not indeed state as mnch. He presents, in the most favour
able aspect, his services at Boro' Road Chapel and Spitalfields, where he 
had "a glorious work of grace.'' He describes his labours at Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen. His friends engaged a Temperance hall at Bolton, in 
which" conversions did not multiply as fast" as heretofore, though" some 
persons from Manchester attended." Thither he next went, but his 
success was small, owing "to a dissatisfaction with some of the men who 
were selected to engineer the work." In fact the accounts of his'' Second 
Visit to England," and his "Labours in Scotl1md and England," in 1860 
( chapters xxxi v. and xxxv.) are most tame and greatly padde:i out with 
extraneous matter. Birmingham did not want him. At Huntingdon 
only does anything like the former enthusiasm seem to have been expe
rienced. He was not again invited to the Tabernacle at Moorfields, and 
falls foul of worthy Dr. Campbell, who "had written several articles in 
opposition to his supposed views," but to whose "strictures he paid no 
attention." Much bitterness of spirit is evident, and he writes through
out, with occasional exceptions, like a depressed and disappointed man. 
He left this country in August, 1860, to return no more. 

CLOSING YEA.RS A.ND A.N A.PPRECIA.TION. 

He subsequently laboured quietly as pastor of a Congregational Church 
at Oberlin and Professor in the religious seminary he had helped to 
found, completing his last couri!e of lectures in July, 187 5. He died in 
the August of that year. 

It is conceded that he was indisputably a moral and consistent man. 
No trace of savour or unction is, however, discernible in his opiniative 
and conceited autobiography, the perusal of which would be like" a dry 
wind in the wilderness "-to quote C. W. Banks-to a living and 
spiritually-minded Christian. He was, however, no religious weather
cock. He early conceivei the most intense aversion to the moderate 
Calvinism of "the Princeto11 Theology,"* which he hated with a 
perfect hatred to the last. His Arminianism went far beyond Wesley's. 
To his credit be it said that he fearlessly denounced slavery, advocated 
teetotalism, and insisted that the repentance of gross sinners must, if 
genuine, be followed by restitution. His success as a preacher arose from 
his power "to perpetually grapple with the natural conscience"; his 
weakness consisted in his constantly aiming at sudden conversions; 
~is love for numerically tabulating tbe results of his labours ; and his 
idea that Divine blessing was invariably indicated by the frenzy of half 
delirious excitement. 

Time is the test of true evangelical success. "He that endureth to 
the end shall be saved"; while conversions which are transient invariably 

* This is a moderate form of Calvinism, much resembling the system of 
Andrew Fuller, which our fathers resisted so stoutly. The grand "Systematic 
T~eology" of Oho.des Hodge, D.D., and the smaller" Outlines of Theology" by 
his son, A. A. Hodge, D.D., both professors in the Theological Seminary, Prince
ton, New Jersey, are standard works on the subject. Dr. C. Hodge's well-known 
Oommente.ries on "the Romans," etc, are of this order. 
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lead to pitiable moral consrquences. " The last state" of men so affected 
"is "·o_rs_e tha~1 the first." Can we determine what Finney really did for 
the rcl1gtons hfe of England and Scotland ? During the last forty-five 
years the writer has enjoyed tht> acquaintance and been favoured with the 
confidence of scores of Christians of all denominations in London and 
elsewhere. Many of the Lord's true at1d tried people have, in converse 
with him, ascribed their conversion to James Sherman, J. H. Evans, 
,T. A. James, X ewman Hall, James Wells, J onatlmn George, George 
Mu!·rell, George Wright, or C. H. Spurgeon-with othe1·s-but never has 
he met with one to whom the ministry of C. G. Finney was blessed. 
This page -will fall into many hands. Can any of our readers mention 
the name of a trne and sincere Christian to whom he was made useful, 
or cite the memoir, biography, or obituary notice of anyone whose 
alleged con,ersion was effected under his ministry and who subsequently 
died in "the faitb of G)d's elect." 

On the other hand, the devastating blight of semi-Pelagianism in
,ariably followed in bis wake, and one minister who is approvingly 
ment;oned in the memoir as having been benefited by his influence, we 
knew well-and we can hardly conceive a servant of God whose later 
years less exemplified devotion to the truth and zeal for the salvation of 
men. His claim that his converts at Huntingdon and the Christians 
who were blessed there during the revival that he inaugurated, had a 
prominent share in the erection of Trinity Chapel, is, we fear, a rash 
o-verstatement; while the Arminian spirit which to this day blights 
the religious commnnities of the locality is appalling. 

It is noticeable that few of the ministers whose sainUy reputations 
are fragrant to this day had confidence in his influence for good. Dr. 
Campbell, after a time, saw reason to mistrust his theology when better 
informed of its character. Spurgeon shrank from it. J. A. James, in 
1840-before he visited England-in a letter to Dr. :Fletcher, of Stepney, 
calls him "poor Finney," and expresses the opinion, "his books-in 
spite of his vulgarity and rash and hazardous phraseology-have done 
immense good in this country ; far more good than they will ever do 
harm." Qualified commendation at the best, which the man he so 
fairly re,iewed, repaid in the way we have related. 

Of course none that loved the· truth. associated with him. The 
character and tendency of his ministry were faithfully exposed in the 
EA.RTHEN VESSEL, to which faithful men who were "set for the defence 
of the Gospel " contributed searching and Scri~tural articles ~n th~ 
subject, to save the feet of the unwary from bemg entangled m this 
dangerous snare. Welle and Foreman, Dickerson and Hazleton, Philpot 
and Kershaw held their peace. 

One of these-in his day our dearest and be3t ministerial friend
would, we are sure, have adopted as his own the words of an aged 
minister to wbom, next to 0. H. Spurgeon, was accorded the honour of 
being instrumental to the real convers10n of sinners to God in the laet 
ce11tury: "I have been a mere plodding working husbandman, using 
old instruments with some industry, and following old methods with a 
kind of dogged perseverance and considerable success. I set out in roy 
ministry with the idea of usefulness so deeply imprinted on my heart, 
and so constantly present to my thoughts, that I could never lose sight 
of it for long.''-J. A. James, in his 73rd year. 



FINNEYIS)[ A PRESE~T EVIL. 

Finney died thirty years since, but Finneyism lives, as is proved 
by the large and extending sale of his works in London, and by the 
popularity of another preacher from America* at the present time. We 
are therefore devoting some pages to an examination of this most 
dangerous system of religious theory and practice. 

(To be continued, if God wills). 

"I'M VERY SORRY." 
"BEN,'' said Ethel, "you don't know how to get on with father when 

he means to whip you ; you tell him that 'you couldn't help it,' 
that 'somebody else made you do it,' or excuse yourself in some other 
way. This makes him more angry, and he just punishes you worije." 

"Well ! what ought I to do ? " asked Ben. 
"Oh," explained Ethel, "I always tell him I'm very sorry at once, 

and he lets me off mostly al ways. He never beats me like he did you last 
night." 

Christian reader, learn a lesson from a child's prattle. " If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves." Far wiser is it, and more 
becoming to our relationship to God, to exclaim with tear-dimmed eyes 
and faltering lips, "I will declare mine iniquity: I will be sorry for my 
sin '' (Psa. xxxviii. 18). 

THE STORY OF '' A SONG OF THE 
WELL-BELOVED.'' 

(See Page 153). 

THIS-according to John Stevens-was composed, nearly a century 
ago, by a young Christian lady, who subsequently married a mem

ber of the Sturton family, well known as chemists and drnggists in the 
Fen districts-this one being a resident at Sleaford. t 

If the story, once very common, is to be believed, it was a veritable 
"Song in the night," having been composed in the gloom of the greatest 
sorrow that an affectionate and trusting heart can experience. Its 
author had loved-dearly and deeply-one who proved fickle and false, 
and receded from his promise to make her his wife. Her grief was great, 

• The addresses of Dr. Torrey manifest a tendenoy to the errors of Thomas 
~rskine, of Linlathen. Finney himself would hardly have endorsed the follow
ing, whioh we heard a few days since at the Royal Albert Hall : " Christ came 
to procure, provide, proffer, and promi~e a potential pardon to every man, 
woman and child born into the world." 

t From " Christian Conflict, Letters of Thomas He.rdy, of Leicester " 
(1790-1833) we learn the.the was a friend of this fe.mily's. Several of these 
"Letters" .,,;ere a.ddressed to Mr. and Mrs. John Sturton, of Slee.ford, Lincoln
shire, and one to their son, Mr. John Sturton, junior, of Peterborough. T~e 
former were intime.te with John Stevans, of London, and were probably his 
frequent hearers during his brief ministry at Boston. In some way they appee.r 
to he.ve introduced Mr. He.rdy to the gree.t London Pe.stor. From his letters to 
them, it is evident that they were Christians of high intelligence e.nd spirituality. 
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bnt, happily, she knew where to seek for sympathy and support, anu 
in Lhe lo,e of the Sa,ionr found the solace for which her srul 
and lonely heart pined. In happier days she had been wont to sing 
a ballad, based on the sweetness of human affection, which she now 
remembered with plainti,e feelings. The long-loved music haunted her, 
till at last a new song to the old measure and melody came, unbidden, 
to her mind, its refrain being, a~ far as possible, retained. This forms 
the lyric of this month's issue. Its pathos will be generally felt. The 
great truths, so beautifully expressed, will also come with power to 
many that are spiritually minded. Perhaps, also, these lines may prove 
to ha,e been thus reprinted for the special comfort of some young 
Christian sister in similar circumstances in England or far away beyond 
the sea. Our heart certainly prays for a blessing to accompany them, 
and we feel sure that we shall hear that God has used them as thus 
re-issued." 

The poem enters into some interesting anecdotes of past days. 
In the Baphst Jfessenger for 1878, it is related that a gentleman, 

who was tenderly attached to a young lady, was obliged to leave home 
for a considerable period, during which she was constrained by grace to 
become a follower of the Lord Jesus. Hearing, on his return, of her 
conversion, he tauntingly said : " I suppose you cannot sing us a 
song no1D?" "Yes," she replied, "but I will," and, sitting at 
the piano, sang some verses of Part I. of the " Song of the Well
Belo,ed " as we have given it. So affected was he by the touching 
words and the firm stand the dP.ar girl made fo1· her Saviour, that it led 
him to serious impressions, which resulted in his conversion also; 
and in years to come they walked happily together in the ways of God. 

Auother verse-the fifth in the first part-was cited at the funeral 
of our aged brother Jeffs, the father of the Church at Brentford, in the 
autumn of 1884. They came from the lips of our poor, poor friend 
and brother, G. W. Shepherd, creeping, perhaps, without his cognizance, 
into his full and touching prayer. It is always good to remember that
" To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing," but how appropriate so to 
do over the upturned earth of the grave of one of God's people. 

Six months after, we were staying at a hotel at Mentone, C. H. 
Spurgeon, our first pastor and ever-beloved friend, being at the same 
time the guest of Mrs. Gudgeon, whose villa was bard by. Through 
his kindness we were much in his company ; attended worship with 
llim each morning in her drawing-room, and for three Sundays heard 
him preach in the little private chapel in her beautiful grounds. On 
the last of these delightful occasions he related this anecdote as a 
fact:-

A young Christian lady, who was slowly dying of decline, was one 
evening impressed that her end would come within a few hours. Her 

• As is our wont, we have t!lken honest pains to give this poem correctly, and, 
should errors have crept in, we should be greatly obliged if any of the present 
members of ~he Authoress's family ce.n set us right. Some of the verses are given 
as hymns in Stevens's collection (No. 20), in Hymns of Praise, by E. Mote (No. 32), 
and in Denham's (No. 170). They are also introduced into Gra.y's Hymnal 
(No. 324), Verse 5 of Part I. we give as it fell from Mr. Spurgeon's lips on the 
occe.sion referred to. We have never seen it in print. We should value a copy 
of the music and words of the origine.l song, if any reader can obligingly 
forwo.r d them. 



AND GOSP EI, HERALD. 153 

long illness had proved most trying-as she well knew-to an affec
tionate sister who had tenderly nursed her, and she longed to spare her 
further fabigue. Early in that night she therefore begged her to go to 
bed, for she might safely be left, as she was " all right." At dawn the 
sister went to her be:lside, only to find that, her spirit had fled. U oder 
her candle-stick, however, was a half-sheet of paper, on which she had 
spent her dying energy to write her farewell assuranc~ that she was 
departing to be with Christ, "which is far better." It ran thus:-

" When death is e.t he.nd I'll not fear undressing, 
Nor shrink through the valley of shadows to go ; 

To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing. 
Will He fail to be with me? Ah never I Oh, no I " 

This, doubtless, the great preacher himself experienced, for he too 
passed away six years later in a hotel adjacent to the little sanctuarr in 
which he related the story. God grant, both to the reader and the writer, 
to have "hope in our end" when "our change shall come": and may 
The Song of the Well-Beloved often cheer us on our homeward journey. 

"IN You& PATIENCE, PossEss YE YouR SouLs."-" It ill much, 
easier to move about in trials than to stand still in humility and the 
fear of the LJrd."-.,Jlemoir of Eli Ashdown, page 135. 

LONG-LOVED LYRICS.-No. 4 . 
.A. SONG OF THE WELL-BELOVED. 

(Ascribed to Mrs. John Sturton, of Sleafui·d, 1808.) 

PART I.-"JESCS, LOVER OF MY SOUL." 

"For love is strong as death."-Song of Solomon viii. 6. 

As I now bid" Adieu" By the counsels of Jesus 
To the world's fancied pleasure, My feet are directed ; 

You pity my weakness. He is my Companion, 
Alas ! did you know We intimate grow ; 

The joy of salvation, With His love I am bleijsed, 
My heart's hidden treasure, By His arm I'm protected, 

Would you have me forsake it? Say, should I forsake Him? 
Ah never! Oh no! Ah never! Oh no! 

In the gay scenes of life, 
When happiness wooing, 

In its stead I encountered 
Disappointment and woe ; 

I perceived that a pha.ntom 
I then was pursuing ; 

I never once found it, 
.Ah never ! Oh no ! 

But now the sweet sunbeams 
Of glory are shining 

Upon my bright path 
:A-s to Heaven I go ! 

With Christ's love in my heart, 
On His promise reclining, 

Shall I yield up my treasure? 
Ah never ! Oh no ! 

When death is at hand 
I'll not fear undressing, 

Or dread through the valley 
Of shadows to go; 

To die in the Lord 
Is a covenant blessing. 

Will He fail to be with me ? 
.A.h never! Oh no ' 

.A.nd in my last moments, 
,vhen fording the river, 

His promised protection 
I surely shall know ; 

For He is my Saviour 
For ever and ever. 

Shall I yield up my treasure? 
.A.h never ! Oh no ! 
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PART II.-U:-,;c11A:-,;(;1:s:n LOYE. 

"He hath said, '1 will never leave thee, uor forsake t.hee.' "-Heh. xiii. 5. 

·wmLE ,Jesus in love Since Christ is my Head, 
My affection engages, With joy I remember 

·with what soft emotions That His Ilody, to which 
My spirit doth glow! With affection I glow 

This sweet consolation (Though of this I'm the most 
Each trouble assuages, Insignificant member), 

He"ll ne'er cease to love me; Were imperfect without me I 
Ah never! Oh no! And could it be so? 

Driven out of myself, 
My own righteousness loathing, 

To Him, my dear Saviour, 
For refuge I go ; 

He graciously feeds me, 
He finds me my clothing, 

.And ne'er will forsake me, 
Ah never l Oh no l 

I cling to His cross ; 
There I see my salvation ; 

'Tis finished-complete ; 
I'm redeemed from all woe! 

Rejoicing, I read 
" There is no condemnation 

To those in Christ Jesus," 
Ah never l Oh no l 

X o dart, though Satanic, 
X o strong accusation, 

Xo watery deep 
Through which burdened I go ; 

No sin, LO uncleanness, 
No hellish temptation 

·Can change His affection, 
Ah never ! Oh no ! 

Triumphantly glorious 
To Heaven He ascended 

O'er death and the tomb, 
' Their powers laying low · 

Aud by Him we shall rise, ' 
When Time's course is ended . 

The Grave will not hold us 
For ever, ah no! 

We look and we long 
For His glorious appearing, 

When His pleasure at home 
We fully shall. know ; 

Safe, safe in His arms, 
His glory then sharing, 

Nor leave Him for ever, 
Ah never! Oh no! 

No more shall we mourn 
That His face He's concealing ; 

: No Satan, no sin, 
Base intruders below, 

But ever behold Hi::n 
Fresh glories revealing ; 

Amen, Hallelujah! 
Come Lord. Even so. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT.-" The Holy Ghost is the only 
true Teacher and Guide of all the election of gnce ; and the promiseR 
are, ' He shall guide yon into all truth ' ; and 'They shall all be taught 
of God ; and great shall be the peace of thy children.' The Lord 
appeared to Jacob on the way to Padan-a.ram and spoke to him in a 
clream. When he awoke he wa~ afraid, and said, 'How dreadful is this 
place ; surely the Lord was in this place, and I knew it not ; this is 
none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.' And he 
set up a pillar and poured oil thereon, and entered into a covenant with 
God.' Thus God's preEence fills the soul with love, reverence, and fear, 
and makes a man shrink to nothing in himself. This 'fear,' or 
reverence, ' of God is clean, and endureth for ever ; ' He is sanctified 
by all that are near Him.''-Memoir of Eli Ashdown, page 64. 

THE ONLY PENAL SUFFERER, - "Christ was the only penal 
sufferer-the only One of God's family that has ever been called to 
endure the penalty of sin. We suffer in relation to our transgressions, 
but we shall never, through favour, suffer penalty for our guilt."-Jolm 
Hazelton. 
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LOVING SYMPATHY. 
11 And He ho.d compassion on them becn,uso they were tired e.ndl'tydown."

Matthew ix. 3G (me.rgin). 

TnE multitudes that round Thee 
pressed, 

And would draw nee.r to Thee, 
Were" only tired,'' Lord, e.nd yet 

They drew Thy sympathy. 
Thy loving bee.rt so soon did feel 

With them in their distress, 
For Thou Thyself did'st often tree.d 

The pe.th of weariness. 
How sweet to know, e.s yee.rs roll on, 

Thou dost remain the so.me, 
And with compassion dost behold 

The weakness of our fro.me, 

And still in gentle tones we hee.r
" For rest come unto Me ; 

Reclining in My loving arms 
All weariness she.II flee. 

"'Tis well the.t thou should'st oft grow 
tired, 

That thou may'st cre.ve repose, 
For I would have thee near to ~Ie, 

Love's secret to disclose. 
"Someda.y thou she.It enjoy with Me 

A long unbroken rest, 
When thou shalt dwell in hee.v'n a.hove, 

And be for ever blest." 

HANDS OFF.-" It is written that 'the wicked one toucheth you 
not.' Christ will not allow any haod to be finally laid on His people. 
To sin He will say, 'Hands off ! ' To Satan He will say, 'Hand~ 
off!' To the world He will eay, ' Hands off ! ' To tribulation He will 
say, 'Hands off ! ' and finally to all our enemie3, and to death, the last 
enemy, He will say, 'Hands off I ' and we shall enter into the eternal 
liberty of Emmanuel's Land."-James Wells. 

SIN IN THE 8.A.INT,-" I cannot make out that by regeneration 
the old man has Jost a single member, but is as complete as ever-a 
uniform and perfect siimple of all the wickedness of the whole world 
and of every individual thereof. But I as heartily, believe that in re
generation a new nature as to all its principles is infused into every 
one who is born of God."-Thomas Hardy, of Leicester. 

THE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.-" Providence is the handmaid 
of grace, for the operations of which in the soul, it frequently makes~way 
in a marvellous manner. Affliction, especially, often opens the heart to 
Jesus Christ. It tests our religion, shows the futility of all that is of 
the flesh, and bids us welcome our Lord and Master to His own blood
bought seat."-John Hazelton. 

"HYPOCRISY in relation to the things of God is a very terrible state 
to be in. To pretend to pray is almost the culmination of sin. If there 
are men that do this, they are the worst hypocrites in existence, and most 
awful characters. To appear as a wolf in i,heep's clothing before men is 
bad enough ; but so to appear before God is a thousand times worse."
John Hazelton . 

. " OuR MERCY is, Jesus and His blood are strong enough both to 
deliver and to 'save to the uttermost.' We need faith, submission, repen
~ance and patience, that He may be Lord, and we be kept at His feet, 
1~ ~ur proper place. There it is, that the droppings of the sanctuary 
distil on us as• the cloud of the latter rain.' "--Jllemoir of Eh Aslulou·n, 
page 212. 

HE.A.RT HUNGER.-" If God had not said, 'Blessed are those that 
hunger,' I know not what could keep weak Christians from sinking in 
d~spair. Many times all I can do is to complain that I want Him and 
wish to recover Him."-Bishop Hall. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
IT is me.ny 11, de.y since such 11, missione.ry 
meeting like the.t which was held on 
Tuesde.y. April 4th, be.s happened in 
connection with Strict Baptists. 

The never-to-be-forgotten occe.sion 
was the Half - yearly Meetinir and 
Public Welcome to Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
A. Booth after five and a-half years' 
service in India. 

Two services were held. In the after
noon the body of the Baptist Chapel e.t 
Hill-street, N.W., was filled by 4 o'clock. 
The meeting commenced at 3.35, with 
the Vice-President (pe.stor R. Mutimer) 
in the chair. PB&lm lxxii. was read by 
him. Pastor L. H. Calls and brother 
C. C. Harris en11:aged in prayer. 

Missionary E. A. Booth eaid: You 
are not more pleased to see me than I 
am to 8ee you. I thank you very heartily 
for your kind welcome. Then our 
brother suggested the following as 
subjects for •pecial prayer :-1. Our 
brother David Marling. 2 Our preach
ers. 3. Our teachers. 4. Our Bible
women. 5. Our scholars. 

Brother H. Dann (Brentford) spoke 
from Psa. li. 12, "The jo:y: of Thy 
salvation." 

Pastor H. J. Galley (West Ham 
Tabernacle) dwelt upon 2 .Cor iv. 4, 
·' The god of .this world who blinds," 
.md Luke iv.18, "The Spirit of the Lord 
. . . e.nd the recovery of sight to the 
blind." 

Pastor H. J. Parker (Farnham) took 
Isa. Iv. 11, "My word shall not return 
unto Me void." 

Earnest prayer was offered by pastor 
S. Hutchinson (Wood Green) and S. 
Green (Snrrey Tabernacle). 

The good old hymn, "From Green
land's icy mountains," concluded a 
happy afternoon's service. 

Between two and three hundred sat 
down to tea at 5 o'clock. 

Punctually at 6.30 the President 
(paetor E. Mitchell) took the chair, 
snpported by a. number of well-known 
ministers and warm supporters of the 
Missionary Society. 

The Scriptures were read by pastor S. 
Hutchinson, and pastor T. Jones (West 
Hill) sought God's blessing on the 
Mission .and the meeting. 

The Chairman said he was reminded 
of the stately presence and heavenly 
countenance of the former President of 
the Mission (now in glory), brother 
John Box, wbo was with us on the 
occasion of brother Booth's former 
visit. Te.king brother Booth by the 
hand, he (the Chairman) then heartily 
welcomed him home. 

The first speaker was pastor E. Marsh 
(WarboyP, Hunts), his text being, 
'' Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 

do?" He referred to three things, in 
regard to the vital operations of th~ 
Holy Ghost-(1) Life, (2) progress and 
(3) completion, ' 

Brother Josio.h Morling (High 
Wycombe) said he would just lik& 
t~ose who e.ooase u_s of not pree.ohing to 
srnn~rs to look m at this crowded 
meetmg. After expressing his thank
fulness to God for preserving his son in 
the foreign field, he referred to the
" promises of God" and their fulfilment 
in the se.l ve.tion of sinners. 

Brother Chisnall (Secretary) read a 
letter recently received from Missionary 
David Marling, in which he wished for 
a good meeting and sent his hearty 
u @alaame." 

Brother Booth, who on rising was 
accorded a hearty weloome, after thank
ing the friends for their kindness to 
Mrs. Booth and himself, addressed the 
meeting on-(1) The people amongst 
whom the work was carried on ; (2), 
the progress made; and (3) the pro
gramme for future work. He graphic
ally described the field of labour and 
gave details as to the immense nu~ber 
of the heathen. He pointed out the 
advantage of city w.ork coupled with 
the preaching in the villages, subste.n
tie.~ing bis remarks by quoting a. reso
lution recently passed at a Mission 
conference. The difficulty owing to 
caste rule was dee.It witli, our brother 
remarking that a man may remain 11. 
Hindoo and yet read his Bible and pro• 
fees Christianity-anything so long as 
he observes caste rule and recogniseR 
the supremacy of the Bre.hmin. But 
when be is be.ptized, Hindooism bas dona 
with him. He then went on to speak of 
the gre.dua.l progress of the work, the 
present number of native workers being 
23. After alluding in high terms to 
the work of brother Morling - who 
preached in Tamil before the speaker 
left India-Mr. Booth said the work 
divided itself into three or four 
parts-the evangelistic work, Zenane. 
work, and the educational work. Upon 
each of these, interesting and instruc
tive observations were me.de, and we 
learned more of the important work 
done by the beloved wife of our Super
intendent among the women of India. 
Touching incidents of conversion were 
told out, for which praise ascended to 
God, one account specially interesting 
being that of a widow who at the present 
time was in training for e. Bible-wome.n, 
the cost being borne by the native 
Church in addition to defraying its own 
expenses. 

'l'he programme for the future in~ 
valved the erection of a centre.I place of 
worship, and our brother was hopeful 
tha.t means would be forthcoming to 
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enable 11, division of work to be made 
11,nd 11, rerion e.t present untouohed by 
miesiono.ry effort - where darkness 
reigned euprome-might be entered. 
For the building £300 would be re
quired, towards whioh he asked for 
speoial oontributions. His address, 
whioh lasted about e.n hour, was 
listened to throughout with deep in-
1;erest. 

1'he oolleotion having been taken, the 
Ohairman, in e. most cordial e.nd kindly 
manner, publicly welcomed Mrs. Booth, 
the e.udienoe rising. 

Pastor L. H. Oolls (Editor of Strict 
Baptist Mission Herald) we.a sweetly 
helped during the few minutes e.t his 
dispose.I to point us to (I) e. glorious 
possession-the Gospel; (2) 11, glorious 
.power-the e:s:oellenoy of the power is 
-of God, and not of us. 

Pastor S. T. Belcher ( Wellingborough) 
moved e. vote of thanks to oar friends 

,at Hill-street for their kindness. 
Pastor J. E. F-legic (formerly Minute 

:Seoretary) seconded the vote, and said 
that the words on his mind were, 
" What she.11 I do, Lord ? " 

Mr. 0. C. Harris ee.id that tho friends 
,at Hill-street did not look for e.ny 
thanks, but were l!'le.d to he.ve ench e. 
meeting e.t Mount Zion. 

Pastor W. Ohisne.ll (Secretary) said 
he we.s glad because of the splendid 
spiritual unanimity throughout the 
,meetings. 

Pastor R. E. See.re closed the meeting 
with prayer. "Praise God from Whom 
all blessings flow." 

Collections e.bont £50. 
A cheering letter was read from a 

lover of the Goepel in his 95th year, 
11tating that, being desirous of me.king 
,some e.ckoowledgment of the Lord's 
.goodness to him, he felt he could not do 
better thau in aiding missionary enter
prise. Our friend enclosed £50 for new 
building. Other sums also were pro
mjsed, inolnding one of £50 from e. 
fnend who we.s present. Any donation 
towards this speoie.l object will be 
gratefully e.cknowl'edged by the Secre-
tary. P. J. C. 

HIGHBURY.-The fourth anniver
sary of the pastorate of Mr. Frank 
Fells was oelebre.ted on Lord's-day, 
April_ 9th. The pastor preaohed in the 
morning from 1 Cor. iii. 9, 10. In the 
-e_veniog pastor Edward Mitobell de
livered e.o excellent disoourae upon the 
~Three e.ppearings of Jesus" (Heb. x. 

-28). The services were oontinued 
~n

1
Tueaday, April lltb. Pastor Arobi-

a d G. Brown preaobed a beautiful 
:erl!1on from Matt. xiv. 30," Beginning 
' 0 Bink." We she.II never forget it; it 
Was a time of rioh bles6ing for all ; 
ollloreover, it was very searohing and 
.solemn, yet it was full of enoourage
.inent. At this eervioe our dear friend, 

pastor E. Mitchell, blessedly led us e.t 
tho throne of grace. At the evening 
meeting W. R. Fricker, E~r1., presided. 
Brethren Mitohell, Mntimer, SearP, 
Galley and Ea.star delivered addresses 
fall of power e.nd grace. The pastor 
spoke a few words e.t the close, and Mr. 
H. B. White, e. beloved dee.coo of the 
Obnrcb, also voiced our !eelinge of 
gratitude to all wh'l aided ns in the 
meetings. We espec:ially prize the visit 
of friends from other Churches. Ma.y 
the prayer of pastor T. L. Sapey which 
we.a offered e.t the c:ommencement of 
the meeting be e.bunde.ntly answered. 
Congregations were ex-,ellent. Collec
tions more than £21. 

CLAPHAM (BEDFORD ROAD), -
Services were held on Tnesde.y, March 
21st, in connection with the 48th anni
versary of the Church. A good congre
gation gathered in the afternoon, when 
an excellent sermon we.s preached by 
Mr. J. Bush from Rom. viii. 33. Our 
brother feelingly referred to the heavy 
trial he he.a recently been called to pe.ss 
through, e.nd opened up the text in e. 
manner which was most profitable. 
The evening meeting was presided over 
by Mr. J, M. Rundell, who read e.nd 
briefly commented upon Psalm cxlv. 
Brother Arnold having offered prayer, e. 
concise report was given by brother 
Mundy; this told of blessings realised, 
Mr. J. Bnsh delivered e. stirring address 
from Gal. v. l, noticing-The coat of 
the freedom: its righteousness and its 
adaptation to those who were in bond
age to sin and Sa.tan. Mr. c~rr spoke 
powerfully from 2 Tim. i. 12, e.nd 
showed bow Paul obtained his know
ledge- the objeot of his faith. Mr. 
J. Clark led our minds to contem
plate the grace of our Lord J ems 
Christ, be.sing his observations on 
the words, " The grace of onr Lord 
Jesus Christ be with yon all." The 
points dealt with by our brother were 
the purpose of love and mercy, the 
speoie.l approbation of the Lord, and 
tbe lovingkindnesa of J eaus Christ. Mr. 
Goodenough then gave 11, sweet address 
from Heb. x. 23, speaking of the origin 
of faith, and what fo.ith was. Our dear 
pastor then gave us e. few well-chosen 
words upon the passage, •· Hitherto the 
Lord bath helped us." The c:ollec:tions 
were enooure.giog, e,nd e. profitable and 
spirituo.l meeting was brought to a close 
by the singing of the Do:s:ology. -ONE 
Wao w AS THERE. 

LIMEEIOUSE (ELIM).-Anniverse.ry 
services in oonneotiJn with the Sunde.y
sohool were held on Mo.rob 12th. Our 
pastor, Mr. F. 0. Holden, delivered_ e.n 
appropriate disoourse in the morning 
on Christ the exemplary Teacher, 
founded on John xvii. 26. 1u the even
ing Mr. E. White preached ,..u dXcellent 
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Aermon from John iv. 36. Comparing 
the natural with the spiritual, he 
beautifully desoribed the prooess of 
sowing, reaping, and rejoioing. The ser
vices were continued on the following 
Tuesday, when Mr. Moule kindly pre
sided. He made some appl'opriate re
marks to teachers and scholars. The 
report having been read, addresses suit
able to the oooasion were given by our 
p&l!tor and brethren Brazier and Sapey. 
Recitations and singing by the scholars 
followed, and a large number of prizes 
and text-cards were distributed. Miss 
Wanetall, in recognition of her services 
as organist, was presented with 11, hand
some Bible. Collections, including sums 
specially subscribed, amounted to :£ll. 
After a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
the enjoyable service was brought to a 
olo~e by the singing of the anthem 
'' Mizpah."-'I'. BAYES, Seo. 

NUNHEAD GH.EEN, S.E. 
THE third anniversary of the pastora.te 
of Mr. J. R. Deb11am was uelebrated on 
Lord's-day, March 19th, and Tneeda.y, 
the 21st. Our beloved pastor on the 
~ord's-day was much helped in preaoh
mg two deeply instructive and Chriat
exalting- sermons, th'l mornin~ text 
being te.ken from Matt. xxvii. 42. 'fhe 
sermon in the evening was based upon 
the words in Heb. xiii. 8, "J eene Christ 
the Be.me yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ever." 

given by brother E. Beecher, of Oroy. 
don, from Aots xx. 24, hie theme being 
the ministry received from the Lord 
Jesus. Our brother spoke sweetly upon 
the ministry of love, pardon, reoon
ciliation, peaoe, comfort, and establish
ment. 

Next followed a most appropriate 
address by brother J. E. F legg from the 
words in Pea. oxv. 12: The mindrttlness 
of God and the blessing' of God ; the 
retrospeot-He bath ; the prospect-He 
will. 

Brother T. Jones, of Wandsworth 
gave us sweet and solemn words from'. 
lea. vi., hie points being-(1) The vision 
of the Lord Himself ; l2J of the oro3s, 
(3) of liberty; (4) pe11ooe; (5) glory. ' 

Brother A. J. Steele, of Bermondsey 
spoke, much to the delight of hie hearers' 
upon the precious anointing (Pealm'. 
xoii. 10). 

A short address was then !l'iven by E. 
J. Debnam, of Woolwioh (son of the 
pastor), the subject being Christ and 
Hie people, the light of the world. 

The pastor thanked all who had 
helped to make hie third anniversary 
euoh a euocese by work and presence, 
including the Chairman and hie brother 
ministers. 

The good old hymn, " All hail the 
power of Jesu'e na.me," having been 
sung, one of the beet e.nd happiest of 
such meetings was brought to a oloee 
by prayer aud the BenediJtion, 

The deacons had much pleasure in 
handing to their beloved pastor the 
sum of :£10 63, 6:l. as the nett proceeds 
of these happy services. 

CHAS, A. ANDERSON, 
Church Secretary. 

On Tuesday (21st) we were again 
much blessed a.nd refreshed while 
listening to a very precious and well
though t-out discourse by our esteemed 
brother J. E. Flegg, of Wandsworth 
Common, from the words in 1 John iii. 
1, "Behold what manner of Jove the 
Father hath bestowed upon as, tha.t we CHATTERIS (ZION).-On Mar.15 the 
should be ea.lied the sons of God." Annual Finance Meeting was held. Over 

At the public tea we were rejoiced to 100 members of the Church and coogre
see the schoolroom comfortably filled gation sat down to tea, after which the 
with members of the Church and meeting, presided over by our pa.stor, 
congre!l'ation and visitors from sister· Mr. Winch, was opened by singing 
Churches. "Kindred in Christ." After rea.diog e, 

At 6.30 the public meeting was held, portion of Scripture and seeking God's 
presided over by our esteemed and blessing, the Chairman made some 
loving brother, Mr. F. T. Newman, in interesting observations as to the work 
his usual kind and godly manner. of the past year, showing how grea.t e, 
The pastor, in a brief statement, s11,id oauee we had for praise. Mr. J. C. 
hie note must be that of praise a.nd Smith then presented the Report a.nd 
thanksgiving unto the Lord for all His Sta.tement of Accounts, showing a. 
grea.t and continued goodness and balance of :£14. Thie, however, wa.e to 
mercy to the Church and himself be spent in carrying out; some neoessa.ry 
through another yeu. The Lord had repairs. He referred to the fa.at that 
been his great help in every time of the new organ which had been erected 
need and trial; the Word preached had was pa.id for. Good addressee were 
brought forth some fruits; additions given by brethren T. Gowler and E. 
ha.d been ma.de to the Church, which Barrett, dea.oone, in proposing a vote of 
was quite united and enjoying the spirit thanks to Mr. Smith. An anthem, 
of love and blessing of peace. He asked entitled '' God doth not leave His own," 
for more help a.t the weekly prayer- having been rendered, Mr. N. Peggs, 
meetings, some of the brethren being Superintendent of the Sunde.y-sohooli 
often prevented from attending through spoke well ae to this department o 
business. work, as also did the Secretary of the 

A spiritual and loving address was • Christian Band in reference to tha.t 
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Society. The Chairman having thanked 
all helper~, the meeting was closed by 
eingiog " Bleat be the tie that binds," 
aod io parting it was felt there was 
good reason to thank God aod take 
oourage.-ONE OF THE MEMBERS, 

BERMONDSEY (SPA-ROAD), - Ser
vices in oonneotioo with the seventh 
aooiversary of the pastorate or A. 
Steele were held oo Sunday, March 26th 
(when sermons were preached by the 
pastor.), and on Tuesday, March 28th. 
In the afternoon Mr. W. Jayes Styles 
(Editor of E.V. & G.H.) preached a 
most excellent sermon b11sed on "the 
Crossing of the Jordan" (Josh. iv. 5-9). 
At the public meeting in thtt evening 
F.J. Catchpole, Eeq., took the chair and 
gave a warm-hearted and inspiriting 
iiddress on "overcoming faith." - Good 
Gospel addresses were also delivered by 
hretbren Debnam, Mitchell, Sears and 
D11dswell. Eaoh of the spee.kers h11d a 
kind and brotherly word for the pastor. 
'fbere was a11 exoeptionally good attend
ance at the service~, especially of the 
pastor's old friends from North London. 
'fbe total collections (Sunday and Tues
day) amounted to £16 I0s. 3d. "We 
tha.ok God and take courage," 

CALVINISTIC PROTEST A.NT UNION 
(HIGHBURY, ISLINGTON AND 
CLERKENWELL AUXILIARY). 

FRIENDS gathered in good numbers at 
the 14th annual meeting of this branch, 
which was held in Providence Baptist 
Chapel, High bury Place, London, N ., 
oo the 31st March, under the chairmao
Rhip of pastor F. Fells. A very satis
factory report for the past year was 
read by the secretary, and the cash 
statement shewed II balance in hand at 
the present time of £4 2s. 5½d, Rousing 
and encouraging speeches were delivered 
by pastor James Easter, Mr, Job 
Williams, Mr. D. Catt (who gave II full 
report of the work of the parent society 
fMor the year) and pastor H. D. Sandell, 

r. L. D. Smith, of North-West London 
Branch, was also present, and strongly 

C
arged the formation of an Educational 

lass. The president of our branch 
(pastor E. Mitchell), having been 
temporarily laid aside through illness, 
was unable to be present, and many 
sympathetic references to this were 
made, H. J. O. 

. Rl1:SHDEN (ZION), A public meet
ing 10 oonoection with the Suoday
Rohool was held oo March 27th. After 
tea, of_whioh 11, large number of parents 
and !nends partook, the superinteodeot 
Presided over the meeting, and in open
~ng made some io teresting remarks. The 
ue~ort, which was of 11, satisfactory W ure, was rea.d by the secretary, Mr. 
,. Thbb, Several pieces of poetry from 

e Gleaner" were recited by the 

children and Mr. A. B. Ha.II gave an 
address from Pea. oxlv. 4 aod ,;, in which 
be traced God's works io creation 
providence and grace. ' 

WOOLWICH (ENON). - The 1-Hh 
anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. E. 
White WBB celebrated on March 28th. 
An excellent sermon from Psa. Ixxviii. 
23, 24, WBS preached in the afternoon by 
Mr. J. Bush. The attendance was larger 
than in previous yea.re, aod the service 
much appreciated, The tea. was given 
by the ladies. The a.rter-meetiog was 
ably presided over by Mr. F. T. Newman. 
Our brother, H. D. Mobbs, having 
implored the Divine blessing, 11, wa.rm
hearted address was inven by brother 
Bush. Mr. J. E. Flegg spoke well on 
the Word of God, its value, power and 
veracity, Mr.J. P1unell on the Precious
ness of Christ, intrinsically, com
paratively, superlatively, Mr. W. H. 
Roee on the Man in the Palpit,an object 
of observation, temptation aod corn
passiori. Mr. C. West and Mr. W. H. 
Abrahams also spoke words of 
encouragement. The pastor closed with 
heartfel~ thanks to the la.dies. cha.ir
ma.n and speakers. Collections :£11. 

RISHANGLES, SL'FFOLK. - On 
Lord's-day morning, April 2nd, the 
quarterly pra.yer-meeting wa.s held. Onr 
pastor (W. ,J. Denmee) presided, takin~ 
11,s the motto," The bea.nty of the Lord' ; 
he read suitable portions upon it. 
Prayers were offered by brethren Lock, 
Moore, Blake, Leeks and Chapman. 
Truly God was in our midst, and many 
felt it good to be there, and we trust it 
was but a foreta.ste of the blessing we 
are to receive. May God add His bless
ing.-M. MOORE. 

NEEDINGWORTH, H.ANTS. - In 
November of laet year 11, Bible-class was 
commenced by our pa.etor, Mr. Folkard, 
and ha.a proved a greater snccess than 
wao a.nticipated. At the closing meet
ing, whioh was held on March 23rd, 
about 50 eat down to tea, and afterwa.rds 
11, report was presented by the secretary, 
and addresses given by our pastor, M.r. 
Potter, of St. Ivee, aod Mr. Ashby. Mr. 
Gaunt referred to some rema.rka.ble 
answers he ha.d received to prayers. It 
was good to be there. 

CHELMSFORD.-On April 5th the 
annual tea and public meeting in con
nection with our Bible-classes took 
pla.oe. About 65 members and friends 
partook of tea io the schoolroom. The 
subsequent meeting was attended by a 
good number of class-members a.nd 
friends aod presided over by our pastor 
(Mr. H. S. Boulton). After reading a 
portion of Scripture 11,11d prayer, the 
cba.irman spoke well on "God's Word." 
Mr. R. Chaplin then submitted the 
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annual Cash Account. Mr. F. J. 
Hazelton, the secretary of the Tuesday 
evening class, g-11,ve the Annual Report 
of that class, which was satisfactory. 
Special mention wae made of the deep 
earnestness of our pastor's addresees at 
the weekly class-meetings during the 
past winter. Mr. D. Monk gave a short 
account of the Sunday afternoon class, 
w~icb sho_wed a good nttendance, not· 
w1tbstandmg other gatherings for the 
young in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Boulton'@ deep ooncern for the class 
members' spiritual welfare and the 
earnestness of his words were also noted 
in this report. Mr. Monk afterwards 
spoke on the words, " He bath done all 
things well." Mr. Jackson made some 
remarks on'' God as a Sun and Shield" 
(Pea. lxxxiv. 11). Mr. J. Clover spoke 
of the value of the Scriptures as a sure 
guide, basing his remarks on the words, 
"Acoording to the Scriptures." Mr. J, 
W. Cottee (a deacon) then gave a very 
helpful and encouraging address which 
I trust served to show the inter~st felt 
t?wards the classes, and the spiritual 
hfe of the members thereof. "Praise 
God from Whom all blessings flow." 

F. J, H. 

Sunday School Union, four gaining 
prizes. Severe.I of the children gave 
suitable recitations in 11, very creditable 
manner, e.nd the servioe of praise wa~ 
very heartily rendered. Splendiu 
addresseA were given by Mr. W. Ste.nlev 
Martin, on "Bells," e.nd Mr. A. Steele 
on " Remember," whioh were muoh' 
enjoyed by the large gathering present 
The oolleotions were good, e.nd the 
whole of the services will be remem
bered with muoh pleasure for many 
days to oome.-Glapliani Obse1·ver. 

WANDSWORTH, WEST HILL. 
THE firet anniversary of the pastorate 
of Mr. T. Jones was oelebrated on Lord's. 
day, April 9th, when services were oon
duoted, morning and ev~ning, by the 
pastor, the subjeot eeleoted for the day 
being the ooneidere.tion of e.n evangelical 
ministry. These eer.vioes were greatly 
appreoie.ted, e.nd muoh enjoyed by those 
present. 

On the following Tuesday, pastor L. 
H. Colle, of Tring, delivered an 
encouraging discourse founded on lea. 
lix. 1, which we.a very heartily reoeived 
by a good oongrege.tion. .A.fter. the 
sermon, friends assembled round the 

COURLAND GROVE. tee.-te.blee, whioh were well stored with 
provisions e.nd deoore.ted with ferns and 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY. flowers, giving e. bright cheerfulness to 
SPECIAL services to commemorate the the meal. 
nineteenth anniversary of the above The evening service oommenoed e.t 
Sunday-school were held on Sunday, 6.30, under the preeidenoy of our dear 
April 9th, when Mr. H. Dadewell and respected friend, Mr. Catchpole, of 
(pastor) preached to good congregations New Cross, who, after the opening hymn 
both morning- e.nd evening ; and in of praise, read e. portion of the Word; 
the afternoon addressed the scholars, after which Mr. Looseleyoffered prayer. 
teachers, e.nd friends present, after- A short but concise report of the work 
w~rde distributing- e. large number of done we.a given by the Church Secretary, 
prizes, which included thirty-nine Dee.con Deane, who told the friends 
Bibles. On Tuesday, a.bout one hundred that they as e. Churoh he.d muoh cause 
of the senior scholars e.nd several friends for thankfulness in the progress made 
partook of tea, after which e. publio during the pa.et year. Congrefil'e.tions 
meeting was held, the pastor presiding. had ooneidere.bly increased, prayer• 
Prayer we.s offered by the secretary, Mr. meetings he.d proved nee.sons of much 
Walter Edwards, who he.d been con- blessing, e.nd our Thursday evenings 
nected with the school since its estab- had been most encouraging. The debt 
lishmen t nineteen yee.r.s a.go. The report on the chapel had been cleared off, 11nd 
submitted by the superintendent, Mr. A. e.11 the organizations of the Church 
Vine, we.s of e. very bright and were flourishing. A branch of the Aged 
encouraging nature, e.nd showed e. Pilgrim Society he.d been formed; 
record of real and loving work for the Bible-classes established, whioh were 
Master. The number of scholars on the conducted by the pastor and his dear 
roll (including the Bible-class) we.e 215, wife; e. quarterly service for the young 
an increase of 20 for the year, with 16 people, conduoted on " review" Sun· 
officers e.nd Leachers, The attendance days, were highly prized. Severe.I had 
we.s very good, especially in the morn- joined the Churoh, e.nd five were now 
fog, e.nd the conduct excellent. The before the Churoh for baptism. We 
Band of Hope ha.d 85 members, with an have the "Glory Song" every Sabbath, 
e.vere.ge weekly e.ttenda.nce of 55, The sung out in olee.r notes of Gospel gr11oe. 
branch of the International Bible Read- Jesus is the theme. He had been pre
ing A~sociation he.d 60 members, e.nd sented in a loving we.y that seekers bad 
the school he.d subscribed £4 6e. 6d. to been helped e.nd lambs gathered. f 
the Strict Baptist Mission, e.nd The Chairman spoke words 0 

£'2 10~. 6d. to the Children's Country brotherly regard to our pastor, 11nd 
llomes Fund. On March 10th, fourteen greatly rejoioed in the work done, a,D

d 
scholars were examined in Scriptwe hoped that even greater blessing maY 
.knowledge in connection with the I rest upon the united le.hours of 1111 11' 
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West Hill. The evening was spent in 
holy song and rioh spiritual addresses 
by brethren Beeoher, Colls, Debnam, 
Looseley and the Pastor. These servloes 
were profitable, and will be treasured 
by many in days to oome. The oollec
tions, :£17 7s. 5½d., were handed to the 
pastor. The usual vote of thanks to the 
ohairman, speakers and ladies, were 
he11rtily passed, and most sinoerely do 
we thank friends from other Ohurchee, 
espeoially the number of friends from 
Zion, New Croes, who 011me over to see 
aud help their old pastor, "Praise ye 
the Lord." 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

THE young people's sp_ring gatherings 
took place at Salem, Wilton-squar!!i on 
April 15th, 1905, Mr. Ernest 1:tray 
(Brighton) preached an excellent 
missionary sermon in the afternoon. 
Tea and publio meeting followed, pre
sided over by pastor J. Parnell (Presi
dent). Miss Hillier (Missionary-elect) 
who is proceeding shortly to take up 
Zen11na work in oonnection with the 
Mission, received a hearty weloome and 
gave an interesting· account of her 
e11rly life, oe.11 by grace and to mission
ary life. Addresses were delivered by 
Mr. T. G. C.Armstrong (New Cross), on 
"Power," p11,stor F. Fells (High bury), 
on" Presenoe," pastor G. W. Clarke, on 
"Prayer." A telling address was also 
given by pastor S. Gray (Seoret11ry), a 
few words by Mr. P. J. Catchpole 
(Treasurer) anoi the Chairman. Collec
tions realized :£5. 

was borne to the good effected by this 
mode~t little Christie.n agency. It was 
exple.ined tbe.t within certain limits the 
soope of the Society is undenomine.
tione.l. It was simply required th11t it~ 
benelioiaries (whether settled pastors 
or otherwise) should hold e.nd procle.im 
the doctrines of sovereign e.nd free 
gre.oe, or be the widows of such whose 
necessities constituted e. sufficient plea. 
for help. Oe.lvinistio Independents 
Baptists, and even truthful clergymen' 
have been e.ided from its funds; but th; 
le.rger proportion, yee.r by yee.r, were 
Be.ptists, on whom, therefore, its cle.ims. 
for support were gree.t. A hee.rty vote 
of thanks to the le.dies for the tee. to. 
the minister and his dee.cons, to 'the 
Cha(rman and to our brother Doggett 
closed the proceedings. ' 

WILLENHALL (LITTLE LONDON 
BAPTIST CHAPEL).--Special services in 
commemoration of the 113th anniver
sary of the Church worshipping here 
were held on Lord's-day, March 26th. 
The preacher for the occe.sion was 
pastor H. Morris Winch, of Chatteris. 
Long will the hallowed memory of 
these remarkable services live in the 
hearts of those who were privileged tc. 
e.ttend them. That our beloved 11nd 
honoured brother we.a, indeed, brought. 
into our midst in all the fulness of the 
blessing of the Gospel of Christ, and 
under the rich anointing of the Holy 
Ghost, was unmiEtakably evident; not. 
only by the delightful discourses which 
he was enabled to deliver e.t the morn
ing and evening services, but also by 
the e.ppropriate address which he ge.ve 
to the members of the pastor's Sunday 
afternoon Adult Bible-class. The con
gregations were good, the singing 
hearty, and the collections satisfactory. 
The Lord's goodness to us as II Church 
enoour11ges us to pray to Him for a still 
larger outpouring of His blessed Spirit, 
who has said, "I will increase you with 
men like a liock."-A. B. T. 

STOCKWELL ROAD (BBIXTON 
TABEBNACLE),-The annual gatherings 
in the intGrests of II The Society for the 
Relief of Neoeesitoue Protestant Minis
ters, their Widowe and Orphans," were, 
through the kindness of the pastor and 
deacons, held in the above ohapel on 
April 11th. The service of worehip was 
conducted by Mr. A, Andrews, and the 
ueu11l sermon was delivered by Mr. W. 
Jayes Styles, whose theme was II the PORTSMOUTH.-On Monday, Feb. 
Palestine Relief Fund of A.D. 58 an 6th, we established a branch of the 
Example to Present-day Churches," a Children's Special Service Mission at 
parallel being sustained between_ the " Rehoboth " Baptist Chapel, Terwick
p_oor saints of Jud::e11i for whom oollec- street, L11ndport. The meetings are held 
t1ons were then so icited from the every Monday evening from 7.30 to ~ 
Gentile Churohes, and the Society for o'clock: a ohe.rge of kd. per member is 
which the preacher pleaded. After tea, made, 11nd all children over the 11ge of 
P.rovided and prepared under the direc- seven years are allowed to join. We 
tion of Mrs. Charles Cornwell by the have up to the present enrolled 51> 
l11dy _friends of the Church, the public members. Mr. C. A. Prichard, a teacher 
Dleetmg was held, at which Mr. 0. S. in the Sunday-school, was elected Preei
Dol~ey, with rare taot and geniality, dent. We use the" Golden Bell" Hymn-

sprtee1ded, The Report and Financial book to sing from, the Scripture portion 
atement for 1904-5 having been pre- for the day is read, and the President 

sented by the Hon. Secretary, Mr, J. T. prays and addresses the meeting. Then 
Ddoggett, interesting and instructive follow solos, duets, and recitations ty 
11 dresees were given by the brethren the members, and so a bright even
A_ndrews, Jarvie, Rundell, Savage, and [ ing is spent. We believe we are doing 
Sinden, in all of whioh high testimony a good work amongst the children, they 
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being brought under the sound of the 
Word, and reoeive Gospel teaohing. We 
eoe the eohole,rs e,ge,in in the week; e,lso 
some of oar old soholars who he.ve gone 
into servioe e,nd are unable to come to 
ns on Sundays, C3.D manage to come to 
the Monday meetings, and so we are 
keeping in tonoh with them. On 
Monday, Me.rob 27th, we he,d a tea-meet
ing, a.boot 50 members sitting down to 
tea, and on the Wednesday following we 
held the Annual Sunday-sohool Free 
Tea, 11bont 130 schole.rs pe.rtaking 
heartily of e, good meal. In both ce,ses 
e, please.at meeting we,s held in the 
evening. On Monde,y evening, April 
10th, we held e, Me.gic Le.ntern servioe 
for the children. The pictures were 
kindly shewn by pe,stor Gittinge, of 
Zion Che,pel, and -exple.ined by Messrs. 
J. Jorde.a and Priche.rd. The subjects 
were tbe "Life of Joseph," "Birth of 
Christ,'' the " Prodige,l Son," e,nd the 
"Parable of the Sower." Moch sound 
Scriptnre,l teaching we,s introduced by 
the two e.bove-mentioned brethren in the 
-oonrse of their reme,rks. A very enjoy
.able meeting was brought toe, oloee by 
the singing of "God be with yon till we 
meet again," e.nd pre,yer by pe,stor 
-Gittings. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE 98th Annne,l Meeting will (D.V,) 
be held on Wednesde,y evening, Me.y 
J.Oth, e.t 7 o'clock, in the Me,nsion House. 
'£be Right Hon. Evelyn Ashley will 
preside, supported by Genere,l Sir W. 
Stirling, K.C.B., R.A., e,nd Messrs. 
ilevan, Bosh, Re.wlings e.nd other 
friends. Tickets ce.n be obte.ined e.t the 
-Office, e,nd the attende.nce of all well
wishers is cordially invited. ,. ,. ,. 

A sermon will be pree.ched (o.v.) on 
Thnrsde.y evening, Me.y 25th, e.t 7 o'clock, 
by the Editor of "The Gospel Me.ge.zine," 
in St. Stephen's Church, Coleman-street, 
-City, when it is hoped that all who 
value the Gospel of God's sovereign 
grace will make an effort to attend the 
service. The Uburch is at the Gresham
street end of Coleme.n-street. ,. .. 

The lame.tee ol' the Homsey Rise 
Asylum and the Brighton Home have 
been enterte.ined at tee. by the Le.dy 
Visitors and Committee, and muob 
enjoyed these opportunities of social 
e.nd spiritue.l intercourse. Brief 11,ddresos 
wore given at the tea.-ta.ble by various 
friends. .... 

The 8e.turday ev'"ening Prayer-meet
ings at the Camberwell and Horneey 
Rise Asylums are held a.t 6.30, and, with 
other services, a.re open to the public. 
The visits of any Christian friends will 
be hee.rtily welcomed and will do muoh 

to sustain services upon which muoh 
blessing has rested for m11,ny yen,rs past .. 

The Society has f~r its sole objeot the 
welfare of aged men and women whose 
lips and lives testify them to be 
possessors of the grace of God, e.nd 
whose poverty gives them a further 
olaim upon the help and sympo.thy of 
their fellow-members of "the household 
of faith." Upon the be.sis of distinctive 
11,nd spiritual Protestant truth, the 
Society is undenomination11,l, and its 
1,671 reoipients live in all parts of the 
United Kingdom. It would be safe to 
say that but for the perm11,nent 11,nd 
regular p11,yment of the pensions, the 
majority of those now on the books 
would be oompelled to seek the shelter 
of the Workhouse, and thus give op 
their own little homes, 11,nd in uncon
geni11,l sooiety p11,ss the reme.inder of 
their d11,ys. .. • M11,ny subscribers have recently p11,ssed 
away. New contributors would be 
thankfully enrolled, and in view of the 
approe.ohing oentene.ry it is hoped that 
many will oome forward, for fresh help 
is urgently needed. 

(lon.e Jome. 
ADA RACHEL CASSE, 

the beloved wife of Stephen Casse, 
pee.cefully fell asleep in J esns on 
Feorne.ry 20th, 1905. For several years 
her he11,lth h11,d been failing, e,nd though 
her last illness w11,s of short dure.tion, 
and everything that skill 11,nd kindness 
could suggest was done, all proved un
e. ve.iling. Both she and her husbo.nd 
were members of Enon Be.ptist Che.pel, 
Chatham-the latter also the super
intendent of the Sunde.y-sohool. On the 
Friday evening before her death the 
enemy h11,r11,ssed her, suggesting she 
never knew anything of the love of 
God, that she had 11, name to Jive but 
w11,s dead, and many other evil sug
gestions. But on the Saturday her hus
band was called to the bedside, 11,nd she 
exol11,imed, " The d11,y is bree.king "; and 
in reply whether the dawning w11,s 
olee.r, she said, "Yes, bless His dear 
Ne.me, He has come." At her request 
they se.ng, "Perfect peace." She then 
s11,ng p11,rt of it herself ; also other 
hymns-" For ever with the Lord," 
"Give me the wings of fe.ith to rise," 
" H11,rk bow the choir around the 
throne," 11,nd repeated Psalm xxiii. In 
reply to the question who had her 
hand, she said, ·•Jesus holds my be.nd ; 
He he.a come, end no merit in me. J~sus 
is perfeot-perfeot pe11,oe, perfect JOY, 
perfect rest." Then gre.due.lly Bhe sank, 
11,nd on Monde.y she q nietly passed 11,w11Y 
at 12 .30 noon. Her le.et words to h~r 
husband were, "Thank God for all Il_1• 
mercies." She w11,s laid to rest in 
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Obatham Oemetery, pastor Bull, of 
Borongh Green, performing the service. 
-0. (J. 

0AROLINE 0ATOBPOOL. 
THE Churoh at Oharsfield has suffered 
lose by the rather sudden home-call of 
our beloved friend, Caroline Catoh pool. 
She was earl,r taught to know and love 
the Lord, hem!{ oonvinced of her state 
by nature while in the Bnnday-school 
of the Established Ch uroh. Being re
moved in providence to Ipswich, she 
often attended Bethesda Chapel with 
relatives and beoame·anxions about her 
conneotion with the Este.blished Cb urch, 
11,nd was persue.ded to prayerfully ~tudy 
the New Teste.ment, and, as the result, 
was baptized by Mr. Kern. In 1879 she 
was transferred to the Church at 
Oe.rlton Rode, Norfolk, and from thence 
to Chars.field. She was enabled by grace 
to maintain a very consistent walk ; 
bnt, e.lways being of a delicate con
stitution, she could not enjoy the privi
lege of going to the house of God so 
often as she desired. She was greatly 
beloved by many for her self-sacrificing 
spirit, and respeoted by all who knew 
her. She was interred in the church
ye.rd of her no.tive village, Monewden, 
on Ma.rob 24th. Born Deoember 31st, 
1849. Fell asleep in Jesus on March 
18th, 1905. May this removal be sancti
fied to all her friends, and may they all 
be followers of those who through faith 
and patience inherit the promise~, and 
may the Lord raise np others to fill 
V8C!P.nt places. So prays-ONE OF THE 
BEREAVED, 

MR. DAVID DULLEY, 
The Cburoh at the Tabernaole, 

Wellingborough, has sustained a heavy 
lose in the home-call of our esteemed 
friend. It was our privilege to be 
ncquainted with him for many years. 
Always kind and oonrteous, we grate
fully remember his enoonraging and 
helpful words, partioularly in our early 
o.ttempts to serve the Master at Welling• 
borough, and his acts of thoughtfulness 
and kindness. He will be missed by 
many. Born in 1833, he was in early 
life brought to know the Lord, and was 
baptized at Irthlingborough by Mr. 
Tr1men. About four or five years later 
he united with the Church at the Taber
nacle, continuing in membership until 
th~ close of his ea.rthly oa.reer. He 
e
0
vn~oed great interest in the Cause of 
hr1et at Wellingborough, and was a 

fhost generous supporter of the Oa.u~e 
ere, For many years he filled the 

~hllice of dee.con and won the esteem of 
oee with whom he was brought into 

0?nta.ot. His faith was not dead but 
living, and manifested praotioa.lly, for 
not only did the Church of which he 
We,s 11, member pa.rta.ke of his generosity 
and help, but many besides. He knew 
the truth, loved it, and rejoioed in it. 
A.bout three y,iars since, our brother pur
oha.eed a.11 rights in the Tabernaole and 

pa.etor'e house and preseu ted them to n. 
body of trustees. He was prevented 
from attendinl? the recognition service 
of our brother S. T. Belcher, but he sent 
a loving and affectionate note. Not only 
in the Church a.nd in the family wa" 
our friend esteemed, but, a.s was evident 
from the large representative gathering 
at the funeral, hy his fellow-townsmen. 
In his home-ce.11 the family have lost 
a loving father, the poor 11, generous 
helper, the Church a good adviser and 
liberal supporter, and many 11, true 
friend. For some time Mr. Dalley had 
been nnwell,and he departed, to be with 
Christ, on March 20th last. On the San
day following the fnneral a memorial 
service was held, the chapel being 
crowded. A sermon appropriate to the 
occasion wa.s preached by pe.stor B. T. 
Belcher from the words, "Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from hence
forth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them. We pray that 
the blessing of God may be reg,Jieed 
greatly by the Church at Welling
boroagh, and heartily do we sympathise 
with them and the family in the loss 
they have 9cistained.-J. E. F. 

EZRA FLETCHER, 
on February let, at the age of 5-!, fell 
asleep in J esue after a long and painful 
illness. His hope was built on the solid 
rock, Christ Jesus; he enjoyed much of 
his Lord's presence and his end was 
peace. For 28 years he was connected 
with the Church at College Pa.rk, 
Lewisham. On February 6th our 
brother's remains were interred at 
Lewisham Cemetery, when Meesrs. 
Veysey, Holden, and Ba.aka, took part 
in the solemn service, many friends 
being present. The widow and the 
family thank friends for their kind 
sympathy with them in their bereave
ment. 

MB. JOHN HARDING, 
la.ta of Wilby, Suffolk, was born on 
September 4th, 1823 ; he fell asleep in 
J eeus on February !th, at the age of 81 
years, after a.n illness of painful and 
acute suffering, borne with muoh 
Christian fortitude and patience, 
through which he was never heard to 
murmur. He was graciously sustained 
by his loving Lord, with whom he was 
so much favoured to live in sweet 
fellowship and bltiesed communion. 
Our beloved brother was called by grace 
in the ea.rly years of his manhood ; he 
was baptized at Horham by the late 
James Galpine on Oct 3rd, lSH. For 32 
yea.re he honoura.bly filled the office of 
dea.oon, which office he sustained till 
his home-call. He was truly a. man of 
God, full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost. We feel sure, and oan say as 
one of his devoted children has written 
us, by his removal from ea.rth to heaven 
the world, Church, and family are 
poorer and heaven is the richer. In his 
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II\Bt hours he seemed to be conversing ford-on-Avon, and, when 19 years of 
with the heavenly world; his last age, professed his faith by baptism at 
words were, "Happy I happy I" Thus ' Oambray Chapel, Cheltenham. For 
passed 11.w11.y from our midst to the some years he was pastor at "Provi
cternal glory, one who had truly loved dence," Clapham Junction, and, by some 
and served bis Lord and Master in his ! who sat under and profited through his 
<lay and generation_ by an honourable , ministry, he was to the last held in high 
Cbristian profession, being to all around I esteem. From Clapham Junotion he 
a living, bright example of the true , removed to Ohatsworth-road. Here for 
religion of Jesus Christ. His mortal many years he laboured and was muoh 
remains were laid to rest in the chapel beloved by the friends. Hie life, though 
hurial ground on February 9th, in the not a long one, was very aotive. At tbe 
midst of a large company of friends. oomparatively early age of 61 be 
Pastor A. J. Ward, of Laxfi.eld, officiated, reoeived the home-call. He waB laid 
and spoke words of Christian love and aside for eleven weeks ere God took 
Hympathy to the sorrowing family and him. He said it was as if God had laid 
friends. Pastor S. H. Bolton, of Chelms- Hie hand upon him,and said," No more 
ford, mnde special reference to the life work for you." He did not speak about 
and decease of our dear brother on dying, but wanted to get well to preach 
Snnday afternoon, February 12th, the Gospel. At first it seemed as thongh 
preaching from Rev. xxi. 4. May the he was just overdone, for he had been 
Church at Horham continue to be orowding in a great deal of work, and 
rurniahed with such men of true piety with rest he might reoover, Nothing, 
and faith, seeking only the glory of however, did any good, and the doctor 
God and the welfare of Hie Church and found that he was suffering from 
kingdom.-J. R. DEBNAM. endocarditie. At times be seemed better 

MRS .ANN BROWN and his friends were full of hope, but 
• ' _ he went back, and one after another 

who for n:.any years was a ~e~ber ~f dangerous symptoms were manifested 
the Churc~ formerly worsh1ppmg 1n and life ebbed away. He passed away 
Camden High Schools, departed to be on Sunday morning February 12th 
with _Christ on February 16th last, at 1905. The funeral t~ok plaoe on th~ 
the ripe age of 82. Her fa~her was a following Friday, and the high esteem 
member of the Church at Z10n, Trow- in which our departed friend was held 
bridge. She appeared t~ ha_ve been con- was evidenced by the large gathering 
vinced of sin v~ry early 1n life, probably of sympathetio friends inside and out
under themimetry of the late J. War- aide the tabernaole in Cbatsworth-road. 
burton, aenr. Coming to London at the The address at the funeral was delivered 
age of 20, she wa~ married when 22, and by Mr. R. Richard, who spoke of the 
settling in Goldmgton-~t~eet, St. Pan- manliness and sterling·Cnristianity and 
eras, attended the mm1atry of Mr. the manifold labours of his life. On the 
Coneins at Benl&h Chapel, Camden following Lord's-day, a. memorial ser
Town. Subsequently, removmg to vice was oonducted by Mr. G. P. MoKay. 
Camden High Schools, she was baptized We are glad to know that the widow 
and received into the Church _by Mr, has realized the sustaining grace of Goe 
Webb in October, 1871. The writer has in this heavy trial, and pray ahe may 
visited her for e. long time weekly,_ !Ind have mu()h nearness to Him who is the 
had many seasons of sweet commumon. Husband of the widow e.nd the Father 
Some time since she thought the end of the fatherless. 
was nea.r ; but she was spa.red, and, it W. POTTER. 
appeared, for a. purpose. Up_ to that On Wednesday, February 15th, all 
time her hnebe.nd gave no evidence of that was mortal of Mr. W. Potter, one 
being a. changed char!lcter. Soo~ aft~r of the oldest members of our Churoh 
this, however, he mamfested a.nX1ety ID was laid to rest until the trumpet ahaif 
regard to spiritu~l matters. T~e wri~er sound. A goodly number of members 
had an opportumty of conv~ramg with and friends were present at the ceme
him. In a few months he died, and we tery. On Lord's-day, the 19th inst., our 
believe he is now a.t rest. The last beloved pastor preached from the words 
interview I had with her was a.bout a of Jesus in John xi. 25, 26. It was 11 
week before her death, when she was most solemn time ; the chapel was full, 
patiently waiting, and on February and we hope the great day will reveal 
16th she passed peacefully a.way, The that the sermon was not preaohed in 
funeral took place on February 23rd- vain. Our late brother will be greatly 
Mr. C. J. Burrows, by ~he_req nest of our missed. He was one of the trustees. He 
departed friend, offic1a.tmg. A short was a. man of prayer· he loved the Word 
service was held in the house, !-'nd then, of God, the house of God, and the people 
in the presence of ~everal fr1end_a, the of God, and was never so happy as whe? 
remains were deposited by the side of joining in singing the praises of h1R 
her beloved husband.-D. BUTCHER, beloved Saviour. May the Lord add 

MR, W. MOXHAM many such to the Churoh.-G. EL· 
we.a born in the year 1853. He was NA UGH," Providence," Prittlewell, near 
nurtured in 11, Christian home in Brad- Southend-on-Sea.. 



THE MINISTRY OF THE 
MEStlAGE OF THE 

LAW AND 
G'oSPEL. 

TRE 

'f HE " law of a nation'' is the official proclamation, issued for the 
• information of all whom it may concern, of the principles on which 
its subjects are governed. 1 t states the conduct incumbent on those who 
are under it ; the protectfon it extends to those who abide by its 
requirements ; and the penalties which will be exacted of such as fail to 
comply with its enactments. Though expressing the convictions of all 
right~minded persons, it is supposed (in a monarchical government) to 
emanate from the Monarch of the realm. Technically, all law proceeds 
from the Throne and is enforced by its authorities. Offenders are 
counted the enemies of "our Sovereign Lord, the King," while thme 
that obey it are entitled to his protection and favour. 

This definition, in some respects at least, applies to the Law of God. 
Having exercised His sovereign power in the creation of the human 
racr, He bas constituted Himself their one Law-giver and .Judge, and 
He ,zoverns them on the moral principles He has made known. "The 
Lord reignetb," "righteousness and judgment are the habitation of 
His throne." He will eventually wind up the vast concerns of time, 
when the present condition of things will for ever cease. " He cometh 
to judge the earth, with righteousness shall He judge the world'' 
(Psalms xcvii. and xcviii.). 

He requires nothing of any as moral agents which is not essential to 
the well-being of the individual and beneficial to the community. He 
that fulfils these requirements "shall live by them." Punishment of 
the most terrible and exhaustive nature attends disobedience. "Law
le3rness," to which He gives the comprehensive title of " sin," will be 
followed. by death* (1 John iii. 4). "All unrighteousness is sin" 
(1 John v. '17), and •· the soul that sinneth it shall die/' 

The Saviour ha~ given us an epitome of the Law of God. The 
affections indicate character. What men love. is the test of what they 
are. Hence He declared that fulfilment of the Divine.Law is "to love 
th~ Lord God, with all the heart, soul, mind, and strength ; and one's 
neighbour as one's eelf." What far-reaching holiness is here demanded! 
The law, like its most righteous Framer, is holy, just, and good.. It 
ndmits of no concession or excuse, can concede no palliation or miti
gation of its terms, or make a difference between man and man
offender and offender. '' He," it is declared, " that is guilty in one 
point is guilty of e.11 " (Ja mes iL 10 ). This lays the axe at the root of 

* " Sin• is la.wlessntss" is indisputably the oorreot tre.nslation of this text. 
Transgressions or trespe.sses are from thlilir very ne.ture conscious and volun
te.ry a.ots. Were these here intended, the original would run lie parabasis tau 
nomau. Le.wlessness means entire disregard of the nature, cle.ims and penalties 
of_the law in its entirety. It indicates the oondition of sinners as "carnally 
nunded." "For the mind of the flesh is death" (Rom. viii. 6, R.V.). 

Vot. LXI. JuNE, 1905. ;1 
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al I morality or human virtue as the ground of acceptance with flod. 
His verdict upon all men a~ ra.tional and accountable cree.ture3 is" that 
there is none righteous, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 10), 

THE MINISTRY OF THE LAW, 

The Law is the instrumentality employed by the Spil'it to bring 
elect and redeemed men into a just sense of their true condition in 
God's sight. Hence they are led to estimate their actions-not by the 
verdict of conscience alone-but by the declarations of the inspired 
Word. "By the Law "-when applied to the heart in it~ guilt-detecting 
power"-" is the knowledge of sin," and transgressor~ are silenced as 
to all extenuation of their iniquity and compelled to plead guilty before 
Him Who is "a discerner of the thoughts and intent~ of the heart." 

To stete and enforce this is an important branch of the testimony 
of " a good minister of Christ Jesus." Obscure the majesty of the law 
and yon minimise the glory of the Gospel. Hence John Kent well 
recounts what the Law, in the hands of the Spirit, was in his own 
con version :-

" How awful the state I was in 
When Satan's proud vassal I stood, 

Bound fast in the fetters of sin, 
Rejecting salvation by blood : 

On self my dependence was laid, 
I thought myself holy and free, 

Till Sinai its terrors displayed, 
And drove me, dear Jesus, to 'fhee. 

Thus stripp'd by the precept at last, 
A debtor insolvent I am ; 

My sins. both those present and past, 
Were·borne and removed by the Lamb; 

From hence the conclusion l draw 
With Gospel assurance,-that he 

Whose heart was ne'er broke by the law, 
No sweets in the Gospel can see." 

This witness is true.• " The Law is our pedagogue unto Christ," 
resembling in its solemn fnnctions the eervant among the ancients who 
had the charge of conducting children to and from school, and in 
various ways preparing them for the preceptor, that they might be 
better able to profit by his imtrnctione. So the Law, stripping and 
humbling the sinner, reduces him to a condition to appreciate the vest 
and vital truths what are to be learned only from Chris~ (Mat,t. xi. 29 )
His per~on, His work, His example, and His living and abiding 
teachings. 

This furnishes a test of the r.iliability of the testimony of those who 
aril bound by their office to declare " the whole counsel of God" 

• Henoe the necessity for wba.t our fathors styled "e. law work," though it 
is not a. Bible phrase, and sinners may be unaware of its nature while 
suffering the keenest soul-trouble through it. The writer wu.s for lonir and 
weary months the subject of great a.gony of soul for sin, though ignorant of Gods 
way of pea.ce and go.ining no iustructi•>n from Arminian and !luty-faith 
preachers. How did we wisb that the terrible burden of accountability were not 
our~, and tha.t, like the beasts that perish, we bad no future existenoe, no soul 
to be lost, and no j udgment·to come. The condemned cell-in e. spiritual sense 
-is e.n awful place of confinement. Does the ree.der know anything about it?
EDITOR. 
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(Acts n. 25, 27, R.V.) Sinners are faithfully dealt with only when 
the Law is expounded as the standard of what God requires of men. 

Thie is the undoubted defect of popular modern preaching, which 
leaves hearers so awfully ignorant of the nature of sin and the circum
stances which made the sacrifice of Christ essential ere a Mlvation on 
righteous grounds could be extended by a Holy God to guilty and 
condemned men. 

It is to sinners not only convwted by the Law, but convinced of its 
terrors, that the Gospel appe11ls. 

" 'Tie perfect poverty alone 
That sets the soul at large ; 

While we can call one mite our own, 
We have no full discharge." 

Spiritual misery alone cries for Divine relief, for :
" Mercy is welcome news indeed 

To those that guilty stand ; 
Sinners who feel what help they need 

Will bless the helping hand." 

THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPF,L, 

"How then can man be jasti.fied with God?" By the perfect 
obedience of Christ, the everlasting Son of God. He is the righteous
ness of all His people. He bas covered the precept with His perfect 
obedience and endured the penalty of the broken Law in their stead. 
" He is," thus," the end" (or the completion)" of the Law for righteous
neEs to every one that believeth." Is then the Law of God nullified ? 
Nay, Jesus did not. come either to destroy the Law or to excuse us from 
obedience to it. He gloriously honoured it. Paul, though it condemned 
him, rejoiced in it, and "delighted in it after the inward man." 

Christ's work/or us, in perfectly fulfilling end ~atisfying the demands 
of the Law, justifies us before God, while the Spirit.'s work in us enables 
us to" work out our own salvation with fear and trembling" by a 
sanctified life. This justifies us before men and " glorifies our Father 
in heaven." 

" There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them who are in Christ 
Jesas" (Rom. viii. 1). Yet let us take note of what follows. The 
words, it may be, do not occur in the original of the first verse, but 
they are indisputably found lower down in the fourth, namely," who 
walk not aner the flesh but after the Spirit.'' Thtse two truths are 
inseparable. The latter will evidence the former. 

We shall sing :-
" The best obedienoe of my hands 

Does not appear before Thy throne, 
But faith can answer Thy demands 

By pleading what her Lord hl\s done." 

and as heartily shall we also sing: 
" Take my hands and let them be 

Consecrated Lord to Thee.·• 
W. K. P. 
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"CHRIST THE SOLE LA WGIVEJR OF HlS CJHURCH:' 
BY Ar.nitnr S'l'EELE, 

llfiniste,· of llfarlborn' Hall Baptist Chapel, Bennondsey. 

A pape1· read at the Thfrty-fmirth Annual Meeting of " The 111etrnpolitan 
Association of Strict Baptist Churches," . , 

THE consideration of our Divine Lord in the character in which He 
comes before us to-night is not an ~mimportant 01~e. We are frequ_ently 

and gratefully led to contemplate Him as the Sa\tiour, the Substitute 
the Advocate and Intercessor, the Friend, the Brother, the Heavenly 
Lover of His Church. And if we think of Him in association with law 
almost instinctively there leaps to the lips of His people the glad utter~ 
ance, Christ our Law-fulfiller! The Church clings to this vital truth with 
a tenacious faith. She recognises that on her behalf Christ by· His life 
of perfect obedience, and by His atoning death, has succeeded where Rhe 
so miserably failed ; that He fulfilled all the requirements of that law 
went to the end of it for righteousness, magnified it and made it honour~ 
able. Grand accompli~hment this by the Law-fulfiller for the law
breakers! The popular maxim is" What's done, can't be undone." We 
make bold to traverse this, and say, What's done· can be undone by what 
Christ has done ! If " by the deeds of the law there shall Iio flesh be 
justified," by this unique deed of Christ His Church shall be 
abundantly justified in God's most holy eight. 1 

It seems right and reasonable, as it is Scriptural, Lhat this same 
Law-fulfiller should 'be the Lawgiver._ He was designated to this office 
by ancient settlement. " The sceptre shall not depart from' Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come, and· unto Him 
shall the gathering of the people be/' The Psalmist adopts the language, 
"Judah is my lawgiver." - Yet later we have the witness of. the 
prophet, "The Lord is our :lawgiver, the Lord is our. King, He will 
save us," and still later the Apostle's testimony, "There is one law
giver who is able to save." Christ is the Lawgiver to:all _e,rep,tion; all 
things are under His control. What men in their wisdom call the laws 
of nature are His laws, and all nature moves in obedien(le to therp. 
Sun, moon and stars pursue their courses under His exact- govern
ment. These, and all the works of His hands, proclaim not only the 
making hand Divine, but the regulating and controlling hand Divine als?· 

Christ is the L:1wgiver to all created intelligencies. All mankind 1s 
subject to and dependent upon Christ-given laws for the regulation of 
life in all its affairs ; in its providential aspects,:as well as in its social 
and moral conduct. These prescribe the duty toward God and man. The 
Ten Commandments are still in force, though men are disposed to treat 
them as a dead letter. But the great Lawgiver testifies that He" came 
not to destroy, but to fulfil" and to maintain the application of the 
Divine enactments. In all Hie teachings, in the sermon on the Mount, 
and on many other occasiom, He legislates for the good government of 
the world as well as the Church. And better for the world if it were 
influenced by His wise and beneficent principles. There could not _be 
better laws framed for the purpose, nor can they be wilfully broken with 
impunity. 

But the Divine mind contemplated dealings with men other tha~ as 
His creatures simply. In His Sovereignty and Love, God determmed 
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the forming from th~ mass of ·fallen humanity et people for His eternal 
praise. To His beloved Son wa~ this stupendous undertaking-the 
"making them a people which were not a people "-committed, and 
by Him carried to a succes9fuJ and glorious issue. By His 
wondrous act a ground of at-onement ,vas · established between a holy 
God and sinful man ; a benefit that applies to all the election 
of griice, to all out of the world's wide wildernees who, from hearts 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit, call and believe on the Lord .Jesus 
Christ. They are a " blood-bought ! C!trist-sought 1 Spirit0taught ! 
people." They are born again, they come out from the world, they 
openly profess faith in and love to their Lord, and walk in His com
mandments. Such constitute His Church-" The Church of God which 
He, bath purchased with His own blood." Christ's Church, as thus 
acquired, and His by the donation of the Father. "Thine they were, 
and Thou ravest ~hem Me." By virtue of· this double hold His rights 
are secured- and indisputable. He is the one Owner of and Ruler over 
the one Church. He is "the Head of the body." What the head is to 
the natural body, Christ is to the spiritual body, and that's everythrng. 
He is to be Supreme in the life ! the will ! the walk ! and the 
affection of His Church. His will in all is her law. Christ is her sole 
Lawgiver, then, we notice briefly :-(1) In her attitude to the State; 
(2) In her con~uct in the world ; (3) In her Christian fellowship and 
communion ; ( 4) In her i¥ner spiritual life. 

(1) In her attitude to the State. 

The Church owns spiritual allegiance to none but Christ. " One is 
her master." "i He is Son over His own house." She is amenable in 
this respect to the laws neither of Kings, P~pes, nor Archb~hops, but 
of Christ only. This is the principle for which the Church bled and 
died in• the evil days of old when Rome, with impious intent, usurped 
the authority of Christ and set up Antichrist as lawgiv"'r, and 
imperiously commanded allegiance from the Church; with the fires of 
Smithfield as an alternative. And the spirit of Rome is to-day what it 
was then, if its power is by the mercy of God held in check. In those 
days Christ was the ·only recognised Lawgiver of His Church. So must 
He be by the Church to-day. For there are powers in our midst making 
a bold bid for authority over the" Lord's heritage." The law of the 
State has been invoked to override the law of Christ in the conscience 
of His Church to bind her by human enactments to the acceptance of, 
and payment for, teachings for herself and her children that are utterly 
rep~gnant to her, and run counter to the legislation of her Master. 
T_h1s ~ssumption the Church resists ; allegiance to Christ as sole Law
giver 1s paramount with her. . Willing, as peaceful and loyal subje~ts of 
the State, in all matters temporal to "render to Cresar the things that 
are Cresar's," she repudiates all intermeddling with or coercion of the 
" Nonconformist conscience " in m!\tters spiritual. To her own Master 
the Church stands. or falls. Her responsibility in respect of conscience 
b.nd conduot is to Christ only, and His law obtains with her, binding 

er to render "unto God the things that are God's." We are aware of 
the animus of those who regard the dis~enting Church as schismatics .. 
We understand their anxiety for the spiritual oversight of our children. 
They call it love. When, as in some places, they teach their own 
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children that it is a sin to go to chapel or to chapel Sunday-sohool8 
we are justified in suspecting the sincerity of their love to us or ours'. 
It's not love .' If it is, it,'s the sort of love the wolf has for the lamb. 
We can put up with the hatred, but we don't want the love. Our cry is :-

" Add not unto your oruel hate your yet more cruel love."• 

All we ask is to be let alone. We are satisfied for ourselves and our 
children to be under the sole legislation of Christ in our worship and in 
the doctrinEs we hold o.nd that hold us. We sincerely differentiate 
between a State Church and a Church State, and all our predilections are 
in favour of the latter, as warranted by our great Lawgiver. 

(2) In her conduct in the world. 

Our Lord gives no uncertain directions for the government and 
guidance of His Church in the world. His sermon on the Mount is of 
no narrow interpretation. It applies to-day with all the authority of 
the Lawgiver to His Church. In her business transactions, and in her 
moral and social behaviour, she is to be goYerned by the principles He 
bas laid down. " Business is business, and religion's religion" say some, 
and we know what tl:rey mean. Christ does not institute this distinction. 
The business transactions of His Church are to be on Christ's lines
not on the lineil of the world :-" Do unto others as they do unto you." 
The world is not the lawgiver of the Church here. Christ is, and His 
summing up of the code given to His Church is :-" Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them," and added:
" This is the law." The Church will not go very far wrong if her 
business affairs are conducted in accordance wiLh the golden rule of Her 
Legislator. The Church in her seasons of leisure is still subject to the 
law of Christ. She is not a law unto herself in this respect. " Come 
out from among them and be ye separate." Separation from the world 
in its follies and vain pnrsuits is what He enjoins on His Church, and 
her recreations are to be governed by that principle. This applies. to 
His Church at all seasons, and in all places. His laws for the regulat10n 
of her life and conduct in the world ore not to be pigeon-holed aB 
inapplicable and inconvenient when she goes on holiday. They are in 
force alike at the sea-side as in the business life. Christ is as much the 
Lawgiver of His Church while at Littlehampton as when in London. 

(3) In her Christian fellowship and communion. 

Christ has legislated for His Church in relation to the gathering 
together of His people for the purposes of public worship, praise and 
prayer, and for mutual edification and spiritual intercourse. As 
gathered in His name, He gathers with them. As He was wont in the 
days of His flesh to take part in the services of the Lord's House, ~o 
does He by example and precept lead His Church to follow in His 
steps. And the law of the Master is voiced by His servant-" Fors~k~ 
not the a9sembling of yourselves together, as the manner of some 19·d 
In the ordinances of His Church the great Lawgiver has so ordere f 
tl.iings as to leave no room for doubt as to the binding character .0 

His will respecting them, nor is it left to her to discuss the essenti~l 
or non-essential nature of them. Baptism by immersion bad His 

•" Virginie.."-Lord Me.ce.ule.y. 
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aancLion and approval by His own personal observance, and He 
accompanied His commi11sion to His followers to preach the Gospel 
with the injunction to baptize all believers. His Church has no 
warrant to go behind the command of her Lawgiver to accommodate 
any who, wishing to enter into Church fellowsllip, are unwilling to 
obey the Master in His authorised and ordained way. Christ is 
the sole Lawgiver of His Church here, as He is in respect of the 
other ordinance, the Lord's Supper. The very name implies that it 
is not our institution, but His. And it is Mt competent to His 
Church to iBBue invitations indiscriminately to His sacred and most 
blessed hospitality. It is therefore uot lack of charity on the part 
of His Church when she requires the observance of Christ's orders on 
the part of would-be communicants. It is her concern to be faithful to 
her Lord's commands ! 

All the members of Christ's body are also members one of another. 
A Church state is not a selfish state ; "no man liveth to himself." So 
Christ is the Lawgiver in respect to kindly ministry by His Chnrch. 
He left in her midst a poor people so that she might exercise this grace. 
It is His law of love-" A new commandment I give unto you that ye 
love one another." Charity is to be exercised toward the erring also ; 
not the cold and callous attitude of the world, not the law of the 
lawyers, but Christ law : " Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake bath forgiven you." 
Tha~s the law for His Church. And the same law holds good in regard 
to mutual burden bearing. Self says sometimes, " I've burdens enough 
of my own," and the world approves the sentiment. But Christ's 
Church may not take her law from self or the world, bat from Christ, 
and that it : " Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ." 

Out· Lord designs to carry on His work by the agency of Hi8 
Church. So He finds employment for all His members in some depart
ment of servi.ce or other. The voice of the Lawgiver is heard-" Son, 
go work to-day in My vineyard." Yes, "to gather the ripe grapes." 
Certainly, if tbat be the direction of His law to us. Bat it may mean 
tbe digging up of fallow ground, the taking out of stones and we~ds. 
There is generally a lot of this before the fruit-gathering. Go preach, 
go teach, go visit the flick and affiicted1; carry a message of consolation 
to some tried and troubled heart ; go into the highways and slums, go 
to the uttermost parts of the earth and prJclaim a Saviour's dying love 
among the heathen. In whatever directio::i. the ciill may be, no con
ferring with flesh and blood ; His will is the law of His Church. He 
has first claim and sole claim on her energies in whatsoever sphere of 
labour it plea~es her Lawgiver to appoint. It's an honour for the 
Charch _to be legislated for in this service for Christ. 

"Oh honour, higher, truer f1r.r 
Than earthly fa.me oould bring, 

Thus to be used in work like this 
So long, by suoh a. King." 

(-!) In her inner spiritual lije. 
In het· inner spiritual life, as well as in her outward profession, 

Christ's Church is brnu(Jht under the benian legislation of her Lord. 
The law of faith, the la; of trust, the law ;f love, in her heart, placed 
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there by Him. "I will put My law in their inwartl parts, and write it 
in th~ir hearts.". And where these diyi)iely-given laws are in living 
and lively exercise, they exert a restrammg power ; not as a galling 
bond, but as the " easy yoke " of Christ. • And their constraining pbwe1; 
is such as to 'induce the praise, '' 0 how I love Thy law ; yea, Thy iaw 
is within my heart." 'l'hen is found and enjoyed by the Chut·ch His 
"perfect law of liberty," and she sings:-

" In a service that Thy will appoints 
There are no bonds for me ; 

For my inmost heart is taught the truth 
That makes Thy children free ; 

And a life of self-renouncing love 
Is a life of liberty." 

Now, as Christ has the sole right to legislate for ,His Church and 
does so for her benefit and blessing, He is entitled to her loyal and 
faithful obedience He rebukes that spirit that calls Him Lord I Lord ! 
and doeth not the things that He commands. His laws have their 
fitting outcome in their careful-observance by His Church-" 'Tis His 
to command, her's to obey." But surely, by His Church; the Ohurch 
He loved and gave Himself for, there will -be more than a mere 
obligatory observance of His divine laws. The apostle says, ". If ye 
fulfil the royal law, ye do well." Yet Jove to Christ will put the ful
filling on a loftier plane; it will evoke the spirit of a glad and joyous 
obedience. As the desire of the Church is for this spirit of loyalty, the 
Holy Spirit will prompt and help to that mea9ure of· " love which is the 
fulfilling of the law." There rings in the ears of Lhe Church still the 
loving call of the Master-" FOLLOW ME." That call is at once ·her 
inspiration and her bond; and her quick reply is-" By Thy, grace we 
will " ; for :-

" 'Tis to Thee we owe allegiance, 
God our Saviour and our King; 

May we render true obedience ; 
Every day our tribute bring ; 

And with rapture 
Of Thy love and glory sing." 

His law, then-above every other law, as He Himself is above every 
principality and power-shall be our law, for "Christ is the sole 
Lawgiver of His Church." 

THE SouL's AVENUES.-" Lord," prayed a Christian in my hearing, 
"save us from closing the avenues of our souls to Thyself." At. first 
my old Calvinistic heart. revolted at the ex:pression, dee~i_ng it contrary 
to the trnth of the supremacy and sovereignty of the Spmt; but a~ter
wards I felt its propriety, and I offered the same prayer with some httle 
softness of feeling and contrition. Certainly we may all entreat the 
Lord, as I have hundreds of times:-" Open the intercourse between 
my longing soul and thee."-W. J. S. 

'' GLORY, I take it, will be the completion and the perfection of t~e 
salvation of our God . ., All His purposes will there be matured, all Hl8 
promises fulfilled; ,while all our de~ires will be satisfied, all .our praye~·a 
answered, and ,all the requirements of the mediation of Jesus will lie 
crowned. "-John Hazelton. 
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THE FLOATING AXE-HEAD; 

OR, " DoEs THE BrnLE TELL LIES?" 
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"Ree.son e.nd Fe.ith e.re like Ese.u and Jacob. Ree.son is the first-born ; but 
Fo,ith inheriteth the blessing."-Thomas Fuller. 

REASON is the faculty or power of the mind by which we draw 
conclusions from facts of which we are assured. As the result of 

observation, or from the testimony of others, we obtain the knowledge 
of what actually is. From the knowledge so obtained we infer the 
truths which these ascertained facts involve. Thus, from observing 
natural objects, as the earth itself, the heavenly bodies, animals, plants 
and minerals, men have ascertained the powers which regulate the 
material world. From studying conduct in ourselves and others-from 
noting the effects which follow actions-men have ascertained the 
principles which regulate the motives, and the results of actions for 
which we are accountable to God and man. 

The Reason is, therefore, a most important power of the mind. 
When it ie wholly lacking, human beings are idiots. When it operates 
but feebly or partially they are fools-or men who act stupidly because 
they cannot or will not tbink and resolve in accordance with what are 
universally known to be facts or truths by rational or rightly-judging 
persons. 

Reason, therefore, is the mind of man occupied with what has 
come within the sphere of the observation of ourselves and others. 

Beyond, or without the sphere of what is observable or discoverable, 
Reason cannot act. It can occupy it@elf with a star, though millions 
of miles distant, and ascertain its size, and its movements, and even, 
by spectrum analysis, strange facts undreamed of in years gone by. 
But it can ascertain nothing of the nature of God, the mode of His 
being, or the good pleasure of His will, because He is not within the 
province in which only Reason can act. A higher raculty must operate, 
or we shall remain in absolute ignorance of God ; and perhaps, like tbe 
fool, deny His very existence (Psa. xiv. 1 ). 

"Se.y then, of God e.bove or men below, 
Whe.t can we ree.son, but from whe.t we know ? " 

as a moral poet enquires ; and as Anne St€ele with propriety 
informs us: 

" In ve.in would boe.sted Ree.son find 
The we.y to happiness e.nd God ; 

Her wee.k directions lee.ve the mind 
Bewildered in a dubious roe.d." 

Reason-being thus the mental power of a fallen creature-is there
fore an insufficiem and defective guide, and when suffered to obtrude 
beyond its own province, becomes the occasion of error and delusion. 

A religious rationalist is one who makes reason the umpire in all 
matters of theology and denies whatever is contrary to his own ideas 
of fact, cause and effect. He reads in his Bible of miracles, but never 
h_aving witnessed one he assumes that those who recounted them were 
either deceivers or deceived. 
. A semi-rationalist admits miracles unle~s he can account for them 
ID a commonsense way. This, when possible, he eagerly does, not only 
for his own satisfaction, but because such explanations, as he supposes, 

N 
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remo,e difficulties from those who would fain admit the c,sential facts 
recorded in God's Book. It will be advantageous to concede to a 
sceptic that the Red Sea was not divided miraculously ( Ex. xiv. l5-I 7) 
or that Balaam's ass did not actually speak (Num. xxii. 30), since h~ 
may thus be induced to believe in the paramount miracles of the 
Incernation and the Resurrection of Christ. Insist on what is essential 
give np all that is unimportant, and you will greatly facilitate th~ 
wider reception of the Gospel. This method is adopted by a writer in 
a recent number of a denominational newspaper.• 

If, therefore, anything ha-s passed among Bible students as 11 
miracle, which, upon closer investigation, seems in method or purpose 
unworthy of the Divine charscter, ought we still to attribute this work 
to Him ? If what we have lightly held to be the direct work of the 
Almighty is seen to be an achievement falling well within the powers 
of wise or experienced men, OUJ?ht we not at once to account for the 
transaction v.ithout calling in the intervention of the Most High? 
Though we did this, there would remain the transcendent miracles 
which fill the mind with wonder and tbe heart wi1h worship, every one 
of which would be found in all ways worthy of God. These high 
miracles of the Bible are defensible, essential, glorious, and all the more 
so when contrasted with the so-called miracles of Jewish tradition and 
Roman Catholic legend. 

This principle of interpretation should be employed by students 
of the story of the recovery of the lost axe-head by EliBha, which 
should be explained in a way which removes it from the category in 
which it is usually found. 

Any experienced forester or agriculturist might have recovered it 
had be used the means that Elisha employed, without direct Divine 
aesistance. Look again at the story. See if it is necessary to call in 
an Almighty arm for so simple a work. Does the narrative or the 
prophet gain anything in divinity or dignity by attributing the act of 
a practical man to the miraculous intervention of God ? " 

Elisha, EO we are here assured, had the experience of an ordinary 
forester or agriculturist, and was an expert swimmer and diver. To 
him it would have been "a simple work" to recover the axe-head from 
the bottom of the River Jordan. Direct Divine assistance was there
fore needless, and was not given. The iron did not swim. The story 
is a myth. Tbe Bible records a lie. This we should concede to a 
sceptic in order to remove a stumbling-block from his mind, 11nd 
induce him to believe that the same book which here recounts <t petty, 
paltry falsehood is absolutely reliable in its statements respecting the 
person, work, and resurrection of tbe Saviour. 

We leave our readers to ronder these things. Fain would we have 
selected another subject ; but "there is a time to speak." ,, . 

A poem by the author of the" Book of Proverbs Versified will 
bring our thoughts to a profitable and spiritual close. 

• The above refers to a short pa.per on Miracles in the Baptist Times and 
Freeman of April 21st, l!J05, by Rev. Charles Joseph, of Ca.mbridge, whom we 
know and esteem as an able minister of the New Testament to whom we b~ve 
listened with pleasure and profit. Our remarks have been penned in response 
to a request. As this newspaper is read by many ol our own people we lJ~ve 
ventured to indicate the source of teaching so erroneous, as well as its dangerous 
character and tendency. 
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"Ahab, who elew the prophets in hie reign, 
Himself had ignominiously been slain, 
But their succeesore, having rest and peace, 
Had multiplied, and now ha.d eo increased 
That frequently one beard another tell, 
• My tent's too stra.ight, give pie.co that I may dwell." 
Thue to Elisha often they complain ; 
They seek hie friendly counsel, nor in vain. 

The little b1:md repair to Jordan's stream, 
Each with his axe, intent to fell his beam; 
'The foreete eoon with earnest blows resound, 
And massive branches strew th' encumbered ground. 
Their tools were simple, and their work was hard, 
Yet po.tient labour earned a rich reward. 

But now a sad discouragement befel, • 
For, lo ! an axe-head in the Jordo.n fell. 
'T~as not his own, the valued tool was lent 
By some kind friend, and hence the man gave vent 
To bitter disappointment with a sigh; 
•rhus to the aged prophet hear him cry:-

., Alas ! my master I oh what shall I do ? 
Al11,s ! 'twas borrowed! it indeed is true.' 
He grieved not only that his tool was gone, 
But-honest mo.n !-because 'twas not his own. 

'Where fell it?' asked the venerated sire-
{The question seems a gleam of hope t' inspire). 
The place is pointed out, the mo.n of God, 
Like Moses when he waved the mystic rod, 
Cast in a stick ; the stick cast in by him 
Miraculously made the axe to swim. 
By fe.ith in God he Nature's laws o'ercame ; 
Great was their joy, and honoured was God's name. 

And still, a.s in those wondrous de.ye of yore, 
God oft repeats what He has done before; 
The means, though disproportioned to the end
A simple etick-ce.n make the axe ascend. 
Human impossibilities by Him 
Are oft removed-th-, iron's made to swim. 
His work progresses, though the world may sneer; 
The iron on the surface will appear I 
His cause goes on, whoever may oppose ; 
For Christ shall triumph over all His foes. 
-Our unbelief, 0 Lord, we own with shame, 
And give all glory to Thy holy Name."-Josu.H BRISCOE. 
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IN Gon's HAND.-" Four matters which greatly concern us all are 
-expressly said to be in God's hand-our hearts (Prov. xxi. 1 ), our 
breath (,Job xii. 10), our ways (Dan. v. 23), and our times (Psalm xxxi. 
15)."-Philip Henry. 

TRUE DISSENTERS.-" There are, now-a-days, many Nonconformists, 
'but few Dissenters. A Nonconformist is a religions professor who for 
at~y or for no reason holds aloof from the religions system of which the 
K~ng is the head, and which is maintained by the law of the land. A 
Dissenter is a Christian who has studied this question in the light of 
Roly Scripture, examined the claim for supremacy nrged by the National 
Church, and deliberately adopted and conscientiously maintaim another 
form of worship. A mere Nonconformist may be as flabby as a mollllsk. 
A. true Dis,enter must at least be a man."- TV. J. S. 
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SOME FORMBR REVIVALS 
OR, LIGHT FROM THE PA!ST ON A PRESENT-DAY PROBLEM. 

(Co,itinued from p. 151 ). 

"The.t which he.th been is now: and that which is to be hath already been." 
-Eccles. iii. 15. 

" Strong emotions, e.nd their reme.rke.ble bodily effeots, may be signs o[ 
piety, but a.re by no means incompe.tib'e with delusion and self-deception. The 
fluency and fervour with which supposed converts give their testimony is no. 
certain sii.n of God's grace. Many affections e.nd joys, greo.t zeal in a goodc11u8~. 
and strong confidence in persona.I salvation, are all to be distrusted, ine.smuch as 
e.11 are capable of being counterfeited. "-Abridged from JON ATHAN EDWARDS ON. 
"RELIGroi::;s AFFECTIONS.". 

ALL lovers of the full-orbed Gospel are under lasting abligations io 

WILLIAM HUNTINGTON (1745-1813). 

He lived and laboured at a solemn period. Not only were many heresies 
afloat,, bat among true Christians the truth of God wa~ lightly esteemed. 
Tobias Crisp, John Bunyan, Joeeph Hussey, Dr. Gill, and John BriDe
were all but forgotten. Free-grace had no prominent advocatfS. Charity 
and candour (falsely so-called) repreesed full and free pulpit utterances, 
The A.rrninianism of the Methodists and the tame and spiritless semi
Calvinism of Evangelicals of all denominations univeraally prevailed. 
Hence he was constrained, as a valiant man of God, to proclaim the
Gospel with a decision and determination then little known. 

Of experimental preaching there was in his day none. Popular 
ministers never advanced what they had themselves felt lo exemplify 
the truths they enforCl d, or dwelt on the dire possibility of diabolic 
delusion and flattering self-deception. A.II who attended church 01· 

chapel and "professed and called themselves Christians" were accredited: 
with the possession of vital godliness. Pillows were thus sewn to aH 
armholes (Ezek. xiii. 18) ; nor did faithful men even a.ttempt to take 
the precious from the vile (Jer. xv. 19). . 

This ministry, as a whole, "the coal-heaver" regarded as rad1cally 
defective. Having himself been lEd to Obrist in a remarkable way, h1c 
delighted to recount what the Lord '' had done for his soul," and ho~ 
ht acquired the s~iritual knowledge which formed the burden of his 
ministry. 

THE FOLLOWERS OF WILLIAM HUNTINGTON. 

Pre1chers of all denominations who have, conscionsly or unconsciou~ly, 
followed him, liave adopted his methods. While insisting on sovereign 
grace as the only source of salvation, they have freely given a reason for 
the "hope that is in them " and declared the nature and cause of tb~ 
sorrows and joys of heaven-born men. Unfelt truth they deemed_cool 
not profit (Heh. iv. 2). Mere credence in the veracity and validity 0~ 
the Bible, which makes "demons shadder," leaves sinners in the dangei 
of original sin and actual guilt (JamfB ii. 19, R.V.). 

Ministry of this order has the direct sanction of the Word of io~ 
and is largely honoured of the Holy Spirit. It is the only metho ~ 
proclaiming the truth which "a right judgment" could commend. II 
man may read up the experience of others, but he 1·eally knows t~e fa ' 
facts of but one conversion-that i~, his own. Preachers who 1gnor: 
what they have themselves experienced, and omit to preach repentanc 
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,88 well as faith and the claims of the L1w as of equal moment to the 
-comforts of the Gospel, do irr.epauble harm. An attenuated Law means 
8 muWated Goepel, and obscures the glory of the Sa,iour. 

Godly minislere of this order andisputably effect the most lasting and 
·far-reaching good. They do not tabulate conversions, or glory in numerical 
additions to their Churches. They prize spirituality of mind and he:i.rt 
in their mem here far above large and fashionable congregations. 
•• Saplings," they feel, " should summer and winter before being planted 
in the house of the Lord." None s:iould be harried into making a 
profession, and all that are to be baptised should previously be 
examined, and return "the answer of a good conscience toward God " 
{I Pet. iii. 21). 

The fruits of such a ministry are, as a role, men and women strong 
in God and Hie truth. They dwell among their own peop!e. They do 
not gad about after every noisy preacher with his ijovel '' lo here's " and 
"Jo there's." 'Their consistency is so admirable that the spirit of the 
Puritans seems to be confined to them in this evil day. With these 
convicHons we proc2ed to notice 

THE MINISTRY OF C. H. SPURGEON, 

who, in the ea.rly fifties, beca.me the ta.lk of religions England. Hie 
theology was from first to last that of Andrew Fuller, but he gave 
greater prominence to the doctrines of sovereign grace than others of 
this. school. He was not a revivalist. He did not call upon his hearers 
rto avow their decision for Christ at public services. The "penitent 
form," the "enquiry room," or the excitement of "after-meetings," he 
lllever favoured. Those who lingered when public wor~hip wa~ over 
met with Christian help; bat he eschewed altogether the devices of 
Finney and hie imitators. The services he conducted were quiet and 
-orderly, and blessing was looked for through the use of means long 
·employed by established Christians. Wha.t results followed need not 
here be told. 

The great preacher never countenanced extraordinary and abnormal 
-efforts to arouse hie Church or to convert sinners. He preferred the 
~teady poise of healthy life to the excitement which invariably s11bsidee 
mto the apathy of reaction ; nor was he in any way mixed up with 

THE REVIVAL OF 1858 TO 1860 . 
. The year 1857 saw the commencement of a series- of extraordinary 

tel~gious events, which greatly effected Christian communities in Great 
Bntai11. A few believers had assembled for prayer in Lodiana, an 
'Obscure village in the far west of North America, when a strange and 
unw~nted power came upon the little aesembly. It attended succeeding 
meetmgs. Sinners were convinced and cried aloud, at times with strong 
P~ysical convulsions; while God's avowed people professed to be con
scious of a deepened earnestness, to which they had hitherto been 
strangers. The mysterious wave of influence crossed the Atlantic and 
Was soon after felt in Ulster, in which similar scenes occurred. Ir. 
reached some of the great cities of Scot.land and affected Christians of 
~II denominations, and even Qoakers co~sorted with others in the co~• 
f net of unwonted services. Great excitement wll.'! everywere !llan1-
ested. Hysterical scre:1.ming was frequent. Men, women and children 

~er~ alike affected, and cried in soul-agC1ny, under apprehension of 
od s wrath for sin. 
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It subrnqnently reached many parts of England-in some cases lo 
the dismay of soher-minded ministers. Empty chapels were once more 
filled. Crowded meeting, were daily held in the early morning e.nd the 
late evening. HnndredR of conversions were recorded, end Ch1·istian~ 
manifested a fervour end forwardness before unknown. This l:irought 
to the front a number of men-often called revivalists-of varying 
grades of grace and talent-who easily attracted overflowing congrega
tions to the theatres, hall~, or regular places of worship in which they 
were announced to minister. Some were of the lowest type and were 
advertised es "converted " clowm, prize-fighters, chimney sweeps, etc. 
Others were well-born 1rnd educated. The names of four who were 
prominent survive-Reginald Ratcliff; Richard Weaver, a collier, whose 
natural gifts were great ; J. Denham Smith, originally one of the 
Plymouth Brethren, a gracious and deeply-taught man; and Brownlow 
North, a recognised Evangelist in connection with the Free Church of 
Scotland-under whose :ninistry "everywhere awakenings and con
versions took place." The burden of their testimony was what wa~ 
sty!ed "the simple Go-pel "-that is. their sermons and addresses were 
strictly evangtlical, b:1t all the distinctive features of Calvinism were 
carefully eliminated.* 

Following Finney, they almost wholly ignored the neces,ity of the 
ministry of the Law as preparatory to a believing reception of the Gospel. 
The preacher might have bad a prolonged period of darkness before 
light came to his soul; but what he had himself gone through formed no 
part of his ordinary testimony. Often, though he had been the persona1 
subject of a conversion-the genuineness of which none disputed-he 
preached l'lriotber of a wholly different character. Faith, eo sinners were 
assured, was the condition of salvation, which could be instantly had for 
the asking. " 'There is life for a look at the crucified One.' Accept 
Christ, whom I now offer, and you will at once be saved." Like thtt 
Gla@sites or Sandemanians of an earlier period, these men ril.arle _no 
distinction between spiritual belief and rational credence. The_ fa1~h 
that saves is-as they implied, if they did not assert-bare behef Ill 
1 evealed truths. 

The writer well remembua these days. Though under age1 he ~as 
deeply concerned about his soul. His mind was environed with diffi
culties, and he -attended many meetings and listened e;1gnly for what he 
felt he needed. 0 the wearisome reiteration of the then popular formula, 
''' Only believe and JOU shall be saved, and heaven is yours for ever.' 
Now, do you believe, or don't you? If you do, you are saved, and s~ould 
rejoice in the fact. If you don't and won't, you will be doubly punished, 
as you will deserve to be." Such was the burden of the testimony; and 
how it distressed and confused us, God only knows. 

Singing was a prominent feature, but choirs and vocal solos were 
unknown. Many Revivalists issued and med their own hymn-boo~e. 
not a few of the tunes being old ballads or street songs, to which 
religious words had brnn composed. 

* Spurgeon, on the other he.nd, pree.ched pe.rticule.r rede~ption, pe~eone.i 
election, e.nd effectue.l voce.tion wi~h the utmost clee.rneee, e.nd m 1855 re-!ssue l 
" The Baptist Confession of Fe.ith of 1689" (o.n e.de.1-'te.tion of the Confee~ion °1 
the Westminster Assembly to the views of those who hold the B_e.ptis~ i 
Believers) e.s an "excellent epitome of the things moat surely behaved . Y 
himself and his Church. 
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"The Revival," an unofficial orl(an of thme concerned in the 
movement, was issued weekly by Morgan and Chase and had an 
immense sale. It announced and reported meetings ; chronicled 
results ; contained appeals to Christian workers to aim at immediate 
conversions. It also published special requests for prayer and noGe
worthy answers which had been vouchsafed-a feature new to Christian 
magazines. 

The wonderful religious influence continued for some yeard. In 
Wales it wa~ specially felt. Scenes similar to those of which we 
have recently read \'\"ere so frequent that modern accounts often read like 
the old story re-told. 

(To be continued, if the Lord wills). 

HEAVENLY PEARLS IN HOMELY SETTINGS. 
BY THOMAS JONES, WANDSWORTH. 

No. 3.-'l.'imes of Refreshing (Acts iii. 19). 

FAMILIAR as this phrase is, its original meaning may not have 
struck the reader. It occurs in a no'.able discourse delivered by 

Peter in Solomon's Por~h, after the miraculous healing of the lame 
beggar, at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. He repudiites the idea 
that this man had been made to walk by a power or holines3 posse,sed 
by John or himself, and affirms that the cure was effected through the 
Prince of Life, ,whom the Jews had killed, but whom God had raised 
from the dead : " Hii name, through their faith in Him had made the 
man str,mg." 

His resurre~tion and the marvel of mercy which bad been wrought 
therefore concurred to subst,antiate His Messianic claims and to prove 
that He was the Christ of whom their prophets had spoken. They 
ought therefore to repent of their folly and crime in rejecting Him, 
that their 6ins '' might be blotted out," and that "the times of refresh
ing" which were foretold in the Old Testament and which their nation 
anticipated with eager and expectant hearts might come. 

The apo3tle's object therefore was to urge them to repent of their 
great culminating ein and to turn again, so that they might be forgiven 
and the long looked-for seasons of ble3sing might come to them "from 
the pre~ence of the Lord." 

'l'he expression is thu, seen to refer primar;ly to the peculiar and 
special form of national and religimu blessing in which God's ancient 
people would hav~ participated had they felt manifested contrition for 
the murder of Jesus and turned in sorrow and confidenca to Him as 
the risen and glorified Saviour (Zech xii. 10). 

Commentators arc not agreed a~ to its interpretation. Some think 
that t'1e "timfs" mentioned muet be th_ose of the following vers~, and 
that Peter had his Ma,ter's s~cond coming in view, when Hi-1 ransomed 
people will enter into the et 0 raal felicity of heaven. The expre:sion, 
howe,er, aptly describes the peace of mind and the spiritual joy which 
resul~ from a realisation of the presence of God both in the hearts of 
~oly individuals and in Christian communitiEB at large. This view has 
its advanta~s. It opens up to us a warrnnted expectation of present 
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blessing like that presented to the favoured people. Wherever and 
whenever the Lord shows His face and reveals His presence, times of 
refreshing will follow. 

In this sense we shall therefore now regard our portion, and speak 
of it as referring to the very blessing at present needed by the Churches 
of our God on earth.• 

Let us, in the first place, endeavour to ascertain the mean
ing of the words. It will then be necessary to consider them in 
their setting. They allude to that inward refreshment of the soul 
which invariably follows such an experience as the realisation of the 
pardon or blotting out of our sins invariably brings. "Times of 
refn>shing " undoubtedly are seasons of gracious quickening, eras of 
spiritual awakening, epochs of revival, when men's souls, being 
refreehed and stirred, manifest an unwanted interest in heavenly things. 
As when the parched ground is moistened with showera of rain and puts 
forth herb3 and flowers, so there are timrn when souls are specially 
drawn into nearness and fellowship with Jesus. 

Such EeaEons are called "set times," because Divinely appointed by 
the Great Head of the Church, and are received by the patient spiritually 
waiting ones, when by His grace they are prepared for their reception 
in a unique manner. The learned tell ns that the word refreshin!J 
admits of a twofold derivation, and properly denotes either cooling relief 
from heat, or recovering of breath after exhaustion. It denotes any 
form of refreshment-as rest, or deliverance from evil of any kind. The 
fundamental idea appears to be that the times of the Mes;iiah would br 
times of rest, ease, and prosperity. The prophet speaks of such times : 
" To whom He said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary 
to rest ; and this is the refreshing " (Isa. xxviii. 12). This clearly 
indicates the happiness men should enjoy under the peaceful govern
ment of the Messiah. 

"Times of refreshing" suggest the breeze of the New Testament, 
full of grace, through which all oppressive heat dis&ppears. It is the 
quiet, undisturbed tranquillity of the soul arising from assured accept
ance in the Beloved-the actual refreshment derived from the fulfilment 
of soma precious promise. They are times of gathering increased 

• The author he.s here followed the Revised Version, which is undoubtedly 
correct : " Repent ye, therefore, and turn age.in, that your sins may be blotted 
012t, that so there may come seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord" 
(Actll iii. 19). " Opos an cannot be translated when the times shall come, but 
that the times may come. These particles indicate e. purpose. The argument 
therefore is, 'Repent, that your sins may be blotted out, that in this way the 
times of refreshing may come.' "-Dr. Lumby on the Acts, Ca.mbridge Bible for 
Schools. This is confirmed in Dr. S. G. Green's "Handbook to the Grammar 
of the Greek Test-ament," Revised Edition, page 322. 

The word from (apo) does not mean that the blessing would descend fro"!' 
heaven, the place of God's more immediate residence and presence, but that it 
would follow as a result of His special presence in His Church on earth. The 
seasons of blessing would proceed "from," that is, in consequence of singular 
and unwanted manifestations of His gracious presence. . , 

The word rendered presence is not parousia, so often applied to Christ 6 

bodily presence on earth after His second advent. but prosopon, which meand 
the face or countenance, and hence such a presence as e.dmits of the f~ce an_ 
figure being clearly seen. Here it indicates the presence of God m His 
Churches, in the sense fe.miliar to us all. For example, in Fe.wcett's well· 
known '' Thy Presence, gracious God, afford" (Stevens, 644; Denham, 902). 
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vigour to fortify the rnol for conflict, and r1uiet rest after toil, hy 
which we recoup our lost strength and recover t.ranquillity of mind. 

The3e are needed in our Churches, alike by all our ministers, deacons, 
and members. Without these seasons, progress, increase, and develop
ment will be little known, and additions will be '' few and far between." 

Progress does not proceed from the introduction of novelties, or tbe 
adoption of " broader views," but by firm adherence to revealed truth 
nnd the full and faithful preaching of "Christ and Him crucified." 

Do we desire to participate in the mi~hty power of the eternal Spirit 
of God? Are we solicitous for the salvation of our fellows-not to 
tabulate conversions in our Reports, but for the glory of our Divine 
Redeemer ? Are we anxious to partake of the precious bleBBings of 
these spiritnal rerreshing.i for their own sake ? 

Then, what most precede them ? What preparation is nec2ssary on 
the part of the Church ? This the Book of God will answer. There 
must. be a full sense of sin. Peter here charged the great sin of the 
Jerusalem people home to their own consciences-yon "killed the 
Prince of Life." Let there be in u•, too, deep "searchings of heart '' 
and prayerful examination to ascertain if there be any sin in us. If a 
real knowledge of sin is discovered, then, as far as God shall help us, 
let us repent and change our mind, heart, and will. It is this deep 
godly repentance, this open, candid confession before God, that is 
needed. The next is conversion-I do not mean regeneration, bot a 
believing, seeking, praying, turning to God. Then follows pardon, here 
styled the blotting out of sin. The idea is taken from the practice of 
creditors charging their debtors and, wbJ?n the obligation is met, of 
cancelling it, so that every trace of the record is effaced. Thus God 
pardons sins. He completely removes them and forgets them (Heh. 
x. 17). _ Repentance, conversion, and assured forgivenes~ are thos the 
preparation for the reception of the times of refreshing. 

Some, it may be, will question this. Should such be the caee, let 
us consider some parallel instances. 

In the penitential psalm (No. Ii.) we have before all, a de'ailed con
fession of sin and petitions for pardon and cleansing. Then there 
follow" a clean heart," "a right spirit," '' t.he joy of salvation," and 
these as preparation for usefulness ; in other words, for " times of 
refreshing." 

The prophet Ezekiel again points out that special preparations are 
necessary. God had promised to bestow a new heart, a new spirit, and 
other precious gifts. "But for aH these things I will be enquired of 
by the House of Israel to do them." The people of God could really 
obtain them only by seeking and asking for them (chap. xxxvi. 37). 

The example of the disciples is also well known. They waited, they 
pr~~ed, they abode together with one accord in one place. This was the 
D1v1nely,owned preparation at Pentecost. We all know how the Holy 
Spirit descended upon them, and glorious "times of refreshing" came 
upon all assembled. 

This, then, should be our own attitude and action-our preparation 
for the presence and power of the Spirit in the midst of our beloved 
denomination. 

It will be brought about by real prayer, and by the full proclamation 
of salvation by grace, and a redemption free aud perfect, through the 
blood of the Lamb. 
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We have a Gospel which, when iu\'ested with omnipotent power, 
acbie,·ed wonders in the past and is as capable of winning victories 
to-day. Lift up, then, the standard of rnvueign grace and dying love. 
Let us be patient and tarry the Lord's leisure, an<l :-

." Wait for His seasonable aid, 
And thoitgh He tarry, wait I 

The promise may be long delayed, 
But cannot come too !'ate." 

THE SOGL'S RETURN TO REST. 
Bv HENRY NmYTON, WISBECH, CAMHS. 

"Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul; for the Lord bath dealt bountifully with 
thee."-Psalm cxvi. 7. 

THE soul of man,_ which was originally created in the image of God 
and for His glory, can never find rest in any object inferior to 

Him. The entrance of sin has indeed cut it adrift from its Crea.tor, and 
it seeks satisfaction in things unadapted to impart this rest, but its quest 
is vain. Hence the unrest and dissatisfaction felt by all, which drive 
them to plan and pursue what, alas, of themselves they will never obtain. 

This weariness is intensified in the hearts of those whom God designs 
to sa..-e. He snffers created streams to be either embittered or dried up, 
in order to lead the soul_ to seek by faith its only possible repose, and to 
enforce the cry:-

" Lo, the frail yessel Thou hast made, 
No hand but Thine can fill; 

The waters of the earth have failed, 
And I am thirsting still." 

In our text the Psalmist calls upon his soul to return to that from 
which he had evidently wandered. Observe, in the first place, that 

1.-THERE IS REST FOR THE SOULS OF SINFUL MEN. Peace of 
conscience, quietness of mind, and a satisfaction of the affections are to 
be found and enjoyed even in this life. What joy should this_ truth 
bring to restless thousands ; but, alas ! the darkness. of sin, the deceit
fulness of the heart and the power of unbelief bar the entrance of their 
souls into this haven of repose. This rest is to be found only in Chris~ 
Jesus, in His glorious complex Person as the God-man ; His finishe_d 
atoning work; His unlimited power; His fulness of grace; Hu, 
perfection of wisdom, righteousness, and faithfulness ; His immutability 
and universal government. Into the reality and blessedness of these 
things Faith takes the soul, and in them it finds a rest attainable in no 
other way. 

lf.-THE BELIEVER ll!AY WANDER FROM THE SOUL'S ONLY 
rtESTING-PLACJ<;. In times of providential perplexity ; of trial and 
affliction ; of wilderness changes and difficulty ; the subtle workings of 
unbP-lief and of carnal reason, aided by the suggestions and misrepresenta
tions of Satan, the foe of God and man, the soul of the believer may 
lose i'.s peace and quietude. To guard against this, prayerful watchful
ness and patience are nece•sary. Hence one sang :-

" Quick as the apple of mine eye, 
0 God my ccnscience make ; 



Awako my soul when sin is nigh, 
And keep it still awake." 

III.-THE LANGUAGE OF THOSE WHO HAVE WANm:n1m FRO)! 
·rHIS REH'r IS NO'r BECOMING TO GODLINESS. Thus must it have been 
with Jacob when he cried "All these things are against me." He had 
forgotten the Lord's past dealings, and that He can make the most 
contrary things accomplish His gracious will (Gen. xviii. 14). Asaph t,0<_, 
must have forgotten his resting-place when he said, "Verily I have 
cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency" (Psa. 
lxxiii. 13). David also must have been in a reitless and irritable frame 
when in his haste he declared that " All men are liars " (Psa. cxvi. 11 ). 
Zion said, " The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord bath forgotten 
me." When believers wander from the:r rest their expressions generally 
discover much impatienoe, irritability, and disquietude. 

IV.-GOD's BOUNTIFUL DEALINGS SHOULD PRO}IPT CS TO RET-C-RN. 
To expect rest away from God is supreme folly. Many, however, appear 
to wait for feelings of restfulness and peace before returning to the 
Lord, in whom alone these can be found. Let His gracious and 
bountiful dealings encourage us to rP.turil. unto Him. Some of these 
encouragements are mentioned in our Psalm. In verse 1 we read of 
supplications that had been heud. In verse 6, of despondency relieved
" I was brought low, and He helped me." And in verse 8, of mercy shown 
in the direst extremity-" Thou hast delivered my soul from death, 
mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling." The retrospect of 
such things often proves full of gracious helps, and affords tokens for 
good to encourage present trust in the Lord. 

In addition might be mentioned the marvellous love and grace of 
God in becoming incarnate ; the glad tidings of pardon and peace in 
the Gospel ; and the kind providences interwoven with our life. These 
all furnish motives to venture before the Lord ; to return nnto Him as 
our rest, and to commit the keeping of our souls to Him as to a faithful 
Creator (1 Pet. iv. 19). 

V.-THUS TO RETURN IS HIGHLY ESSE:XTUL. For our Oll'n sakes 
rest in the Lord is necessary. Our duties are burdensome, and our 
conduct manifests a tendency to unsteadiness and vacillation. Our 
souls, too, are exposed to robbers ; and how defenceless are we when the 
peace which "garrisons the heart" is lacking (Phil. iv. 7). 

For the sake of others it is also most desirable. How weak is a rest
less Christian's influence for good ! How his conduct bewilders the 
young seeker after Christ! How contradictory his language to those 
Scriptures which describe the privileges, position, and blessings of God's 
dear people I For the sake of the Church to whi"ch we belong it is like
'l!'ise of h-~r;h importance. Restless Chri,;tiacs are prone to morbid 
introspection, so inimical to earnestness and usefulness. Unmindful of 
the claims of perishing sinners, they become less and less zealous in 
effon and attractive in their example. Their work for others is spirit
less and impotent, because in them~elves the joy of the Lord which "is 
our strength " has been lost. . 

It. is necessary for the Lord's sake. He is glorified by the f~1th 
which brings rest and strencrth to the soul and stimulates to holy service. 
The believer who enjoys r~st in the Lord, on the other hand, disJ>lays 
the wonderful and mysterious power of Christianity. He mamfeets 
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more and more of the spirit and mind of Him whose he is and whom 
he serTes. 

These, de_ar reader, are s?lem1~ considerations. May they be laid on 
all hear~s with the emphasis which only the Holy Spirit can impart. 
Then, with your brother, the writer, you will join in singing "a hymn 
to Jesus when the heart is faint" :-

" I love the Lord who reigns on high • 
I called on ~im, _He heard my cry ;' 
And now agam with care distress'd, 
I fain would come to Him for rest, 

No rest did Ch1ist the Saviour know 
When in this world of sin and woe ; 
He bore what ne'er can be exprees'd 
That we might share His own sweet rest. 

0, I have known how great His power 
To succour in the trying hour; 
My soul has pillowed on His breast, 
And would return to Him-my Rest. 

Still, still, His precious blood avails ; 
His priestly pleading still prevails ; 
He cannot send thee forth unblessed; 
Return, my soul, to Him for rest. 

Foodless and faint to Him I cry; 
He answers, ' Eat abundantly ' ; 
He ne'er excludes a hungry guest ; 
Come, 0 my soul, with Jesus rest. 

In vain in other ways I've sought 
Peace and r.ontent, but found them not; 
Cease, fickle heart, thy fruitless quest ; 
Return to Him who is thy Rest. 

Though weircl. temptations should enclose ; 
Though mighty are thy many foes ; 
Thy Heavenly Friend is mightiest ; 
Return, my soul, unto thy Rest. 
My soul, thy Master is Divine ; 
Wait not for token or for sign ; 
To Him draw nigh, Hie word to test, 
Return, return, unto thy Rest." 

OuR FATHERLAND.-" The renderings of Heh. xi. 14, both in the 
Received ltnd Revised Versions, fall very short of the force of the 
Original. 'For they who say such things make it manifest that they 
are in quest of their fatherland' (patris). 'Their fatherland.' Surely 
there is a sermon, a poem, a mine of suggestive teaching in the very 
word! "-W. J. 8. 

THE LIVING ONE.-This grand and glorious title is twice referred 
to the Lord Jesus. Once when the two angels accosted the women who 
visited His sepulchre on the first Easter morning. " Why seek ye the 
LrnNG ONE (ton zonta) among the dead ? " (Luke xxiv. 5). Again, 
He Himself adopts it: "I am the LIVING ONE (ho zon) ; and I became 
dead ; and I am living unto the ages of the ages" (Rev. i. 19). Lord 
Jesu, we ask not that angels should speak to us of Thee; but that Thou 
Thyself shouldest Ppeak, as the Living One, to our hearts.-W. J. 8. 
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REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

The Fourth Conquest of Engla;n,d. By 
Allen Upward. Locdon: The Tyn
dale Press, 45, Imperial Buildings, 
E.O. 

THIS is a sequel to the same author's 
"Treason," which gave in the frame
work of a fiction a number of events 
which occurred in coonectioc with the 
death of Queen Victoria, acd the traDB
ferenoe of royal power to our present 
King-whom may God preserve. 

The English are strangely apathetic 
as to the thicgs that belocg to their 
peace. It was said that in the last 
century fiTe evects only stirred the great 
heart of the cation-the death of Nelson 
in 1805, the passing of tbe Reform Bill 
in 1832, the illness of the Pricce of 
Wales in 1870, the loss of the " Princes9 
Alice'' in 1879, and our Queen's Jubilee 
in 1887, Much that is important passes 
unnoticed, while trivial events engage 
the attention of thousands. 

Very sad to the wise in heart is the 
manifest unconcerc with which the 
Romeward movemect of the present day 
is regarded; which, therefore, calls 
loudly to competent men and women to 
seek to arouse their countrymen from 
their lethargy as to our country'• 
danger. 

In this work fiction is again employed 
to awaken atteution to some most 
alarming facts. After the method 
originated by Henry Fielding, and so 
cleverly used in " The Battle of Dork• 
ing," our author foreoasts the probable 
future of the next few years, and 
recounts in anticipative history the 
re-establishment of Popery as the uni
versal religion of Great Britain. 

An old mac in Australia is supposed 
to relate, some twenty yee.rs hence, how 
the Ritualists, in conjnnction with the 
Cecila, the family of our present 
Premier, stealthily and steadily worked 
to undo the work of the Reformation. 
They are represented as succeeding in 
establishicg the sapremacy of the Pope 
m these realms, in deposing our king, 
and in setting Mary IlI.-a Jacobite 
and bitter Papist-in his place. 

As a literary ta~k, this was no easy 
one. To maintain verisimilitude while 
reoounting the strangest and most 
startling occurrences; to adhere to what 
we know is going on to-da.y, and to 
show how it will inevitably lead to a 
sequel so improbable as to be almost 
impossible; and to engage a reader's 
attention as if a dream of the imagina
tion were a veritable chroniole, demand 

genius of a high order ; but with some 
reservations we procounce the work a 
success. 

The anticipation of our national 
danger is of course exaggerated; but soms 
of the events anticipated will assuredly 
become actual facts if something is not 
done, and that right soon, to arrest 
the progrees of sacerdotalism in the 
Church of England. 

We regret the occurrence of so manv 
technical phrases, such as "anti-Semi
tic," "tbe Jacobite revival," ''the great 
Senussite crusade," "the de facto ruler," 
"the unfortunate pseudo-prelate," " a 
titular Archbishop in pMtibus infi
delium," etc. The boy in the Bible
class, or bis parents in the pew, will, in 
many cases, aitach no meaning to such 
expressiocs. If this is doubted, tile 
reader should enquire of the first average 
Christian be meets, the meaciDg of such 
terms as "Jacobite " acd " Jacobin " 
"the great anthropologist," a "Ghetto:,. 
or " the ethical writings of the great 
Jesuit Casuists." 

On the whole, however, our author's 
idea is ingenious, his motives commend
able, and his matter instructive and 
suggestive, and his book-which is most 
iDexpensive - has our hearty "God
speed." 

Owen's Exposition of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. An Abridgment. By M. J. 
Tryon, Stamford. Pa.per boards, 2s. 
Olotb, 2s. Bd.; postage, 4d. Farn
combe, 30, Imperial Buildings, Lud
gote Oircus, E.C. 

MANY of the choicest evangelical hooks 
of the past-especiaily those of the 
seventeenth century-are too bulky acd 
volnmicous to be suited to Christian 
students in these days. Good mec have 
therefore wisely devoted their energies 
to reducing some of tbese to a. more port
able form acd cocvenient length, 
removing redundancies, omitting tauto
logical expressions, acd simphfyicg the 
style whec cumbrous and involved. 

Three valuable commentaries on tbs 
Epistle to the Hebrews appeared in the 
golden age wbec Puritan theology was 
in the ascendant-that of David Dickson, 
a Scotch Divine of eminence (1653), 
which is terse and brief; that of William 
Gouge, which is full and pract;cal 
(1655); and that of John Owen, indis
putably the greate~t of all British 
theologians and expositors (1668-1674). 
The latter, in seven octavo volumes, is. 
its author's master-work ; but, in spite 
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of its weRlth of truth, its long pre
liminRr_v ei<e,-citations, its heavy and 
in,olved ~tyle, and its utter lack 
of conci•ene,s, render it-to ordi
nary readers at least-absolutely 
tedious Rnd we1trisome. An abridgment 
by Dr. Edward Willie,ms, which WBS 

published in l 7ao, is therefore, as Rev. 
E. Bickerstet.h justly observes, "pre
ferred b; some to t,he prolix origin&!." 
This, however. is in four large volumes, 
and our brother Tryon has judiciously 
laboured to condense Owen's work 

further, 11,nd presents us with the pith 
Rtd 11111,rrow of seven bulky volumes in 
a bright and inviting modern book ol 
283 pe,ges. He bas toiled con amo1·e 
with a zeal and assiduity which d~ 
equal credit to his ~race and ability, 
and deser,,eR the gratitude and support 
of all that share his love for the truths 
which are here so ably elucidated and 
enfor~ed. We bail the completion of 
bis great task with fraternal pl~asure, 
hoping to revert to the subject in 
another issue. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

"SALEM" CHAPEL, RICHMO~D. 
WELCOME TO PASTOR H. J. WILE• 

MAN. 
·ON Good Friday special services were 
held to welcome our brother H. J. 
Wileman to the pastorate of the Church. 
He bad been with us regnlarly for some 
month8, and many sign9 seemed to 
indice.te that it wa9 the right lee.ding 
of God in the me.tter. Souls had been 
blessed e.nd me.ny refreshed by the 
words given our brother to speak to ua 

-time a.her time. 
A sermon in the afternoon by pastor 

W. H. Rose wa.s much enjoyed by the 
me.ny who gathered together: while, 
in the evening, a full chapel told of the 
interest ta.ken in the event by the 
neighbouring Churches, and me.ny 
R.fterwa.rds testified to a really he.ppy 
de.y e.nd e.n enjoyment of spiritue.l food. 
Our brother ff. Fowler, of Chiswick, 
took the cbe.ir, &R e.n old friend of our 
JJ&Btor. and brethren He.rrison (Rich
mond), Jones (WandEworth), Parnell 
(Stepney), e.nd W. F. Waller (Sbould
he.m-street), all ge.ve good advioe and 
exoellent addresses. 

Mr. Tbos. Robinson ree.d a sta.tement 
referring to the pe.st history of the 
Church and to its present position, 
including the steps the.t led the Church 
to ask brother Wileme.n five yea.re ago, 
a.nd to renew the invite.tion at the end 
of last year, resulting in the happy 
meeting of that de.y. He could not help 
bnt think with others tbe.t, Jone.b-like, 
brother Wileman be.d at first run awe.y 
from the way of God's comme.nd ; this, 
he thought, we.s proved by the trouble
some waters be bad pa.seed through e.nd 
by the return that night to the proper 
pe.thwe.y. 

Brother Wileme.n, in reply, gave e. 
Ehort account of God's gracious dee.lings 
with him, and ea.id he trusted that the 
furnace be ha.d passed through he.d 
taken a.way much that might ha.ve 
hindered bis work in the new sphere, 

and therefore hoped that he was the 
more fitted for this work now laid upon 
him. 

Our united prayer is that this may 
prove a real union of hearts to work for 
Him who did so much for us. 

Two young persons were ba.ptized on 
Ee.ster Sunde.y, 

NORBITON (ZION CHAPEL), - On 
April 24th (Ee.ster Monday) the anni
verse.ry services of the a.hove were held, 
when two sermons were pree.cbed by 
Mr. T. Sapey-in the afternoon from 
Pse.. cxxv. 1 and 2, and in the evening 
from Philip. iv. 7. The presence and 
blessing of our Covene.nt God wae ex
perienced and blessedly felt in our 
midst, and we feel our brother was 
greatly helped to declare the truth as it 
is in Chriot Jesus, and onoe more we go 
on our way rejoicing."-J. FRANK· 
COM, 

"PROVIDENCE," MEYRICK ROAD, 
CLAPHAM JUNCTION. 

THE thirty-third e.nniverse.ry of the 
Church was celebrated on April 30th and 
Me.y 2nd. For several days previously 
special services were held ea.eh evening 
at 8 p.m. Considerable interest having 
been shown in this effort, it might be 
ste.ted the.t about 2,000 invite.tion ce.rds 
were delivered in the thickly-populated 
neighbourhood of the chapel. Very 
plea.sing ge.tberings resulted. Prayer 
formed a le.rge pa.rt of the meetings, 
for we were looking for and seeking e. 
revive.I of God's work. Ee.rnest Gospel 
addresses were also delivered by pe.stor 
R. E. Sears and by brethren A. J. 
Burrage, H.J. Ge.lley, R. S. W. Sears, 
C. W. He.rris, C. W. See.re, H. Ackland, 
F. W. Kevan, S. J. Keeble, and J. 
Wright, on ve.rious occasions. Time 
was e.lso found for an open-air meeting 
on the Se.turde.y evening. 

The anniversary services provided a 
feast of spirtual good things. Pastor 
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R. E. Beare preo.ohed twioe on the Son
day, O11r pagtor wae greatly helped, 
taking in the morning the portion 
from Lnke xii. 49, whiob be pa,ro,
pbraeed tb11e: "I am oome to aend firs 
on the earth; and what will I 1 Wonlrl 
that it were already kindled I B11t I 
have a baptism to be IJaptized with." 
In the eveninl!' he pre11ohed from the 
words, " The Master 1e oome, 11nd calleth 
for thee." 

On the Tneed11y afternoon pastor 
John JnU, of c~mbridge, g11ve na a die
oouree, full of thought, on the journey 
of the Ieraelitea to Elim. The evening 
meeting waa ably presided over by Mr, 
C. C. Harris, Most stirring evangelistic 
addreeaee were delivered by brethren F. 
Fells, T. Jones, J. Jnll, T. L. Sapey, and 
A, Steele, and the pastor gave o. few 
words in oonclusion. The anniversary 
oollectione amounted to over £13. 

Special hymns from Sheet No. 26 
(Banke and Son) were enng at the anni
versary services. 

For the special week-night services 
we regretted to find that the new hymn
book of the Sunday Sobool Committee 
was not yet available. We therefore 
had to fall back on another book, which, 
though not free from eome hymns we 
objected to and could not nee, yet pro
vided a number of e11itable hymns 
for encb occasions. What reenlte are 
to Le traced to these aervicea 1 "The 
day shall declare it" ; but, in any case, 
the chapel bas been advertised in the 
district as never before, and neighboura 
who never entered the building hitherto 
have oome in frequently, While an 
infl11ence baa been exerted upon out
siders, the greatest good baa perhaps 
oome to the regular worebippere, and in 
particular to seekers, including many 
of our elder eobolars, on whom, we be
lieve, lasting impressions have been 
made. We have not had.any startling 
con vereione after the order of the 
Philippian jailer in Aota xvi., but we 
are persuaded there is a good deal of 
work going on euoh a.s operated in the 
heart of Lydia. a.s reoorded in the ea.me 
obapter, and we are looking for its 
CIJ)en manifesta.tion in due time.-F. W. 
KEVAN. 

NORTH ROAD, BRENTFORD. 
THE eighty-seventh a.nniversary of the 
opening of tbie pla.oe of worship wa.s 
held on Ea.star Monday, 24th, when we 
were fa.voured to listen to three exoel• 
lent sermons. The oongrega.tione a.t 
ea.oh eervioe were very good, a.nd the 
oolleotions ta.ken were a.lao very en
ooura.ging. 

In the morning 011r brother, Mr. E. 
Mitohell, preached from Dent. ix. 29, 
'.'Yet they are Thy people, a.nd Thine 
1nheritanoe, which Thou broughtestout 
by Thy mighty power, and by Thy 
etretobed out arm." Our brother notioed 

that this people were-(!) A distin
guished people. (2) A lamenta.bly un
worthy people, (3) They have a. grea.t 
Friend, Intercessor, and Advocate. ( 4) 
Some aeriona refleotiona in the con
eidera.tion of the subject-such as a call 
to remember what we were, and the 
need for prayer to be kept humble, 
lowly, watchful, e.lwaye striviage.ge.inat 
ein. 

In the afternoon our brother, Mr. 
B. J. Northfield, preached from Ezekiel 
ix, 6, '' But come not near any ma.n 
upon whom is the mark, and begin a.t 
My eanctua.ry." He noticed the text in 
the following order :-1. The iaj ,rnc
tion. 2, The exemption. 3. :fome 
ex:am plea from the Scriptures by way 
of illustra.tion. 

In the eveniag our own beloved pas
tor, Mr. R. Mutimer, preached from 
Heh. ix. 4, 5, "The e.rk oc the coveaant 
overlaid round about with gold, wherein 
we.a the golden pot tba.t had ma.nna, 
and Aaron's rod that budded, and the 
tables of tbe covenant: a.nd over it the 
chernbimR of glory shadowing the 
mercy-seat." This very interesting sub
ject waa dealt with in a Christ-exalting 
and soul-comforting wa.y in the follow
ing order-(1) The chest; (2) the cover
iag; (3) the cherubims ; ( 4) the con
tents. 

We pra.y that the Divine blesaing ma.y 
richly rest upon these anniversa.ry ser
vices, a.nd tha.t gracious results may he 
ma.de manifeat in the comfortiag and 
edilica.tion of the Lord's people, which 
a.re His inheritance, a.nd also in bringing 
ou~ some of the Lord's hidden ones 
whom the Roly Spirit ba.s marked and 
sealed, and who eball henceforth be 
found by gra.cious leadinga a.t the 
mercy-sea.t, sa.ying, "Say unto my soul, 
'I am thy salvation.' "-E. FR0M0W. 

STRICl' BAPl'IST MISSIO~.-Very 
enthusiastic ga.therings ha.ve been held 
in connection with the above, and it is 
aoparent tha.t much success is attending 
Mr. Booth in these visits a.mong the 
Churches. We a.re, of course, una.ble to 
enumera.te &11, but to mention a few 
where la.rge congregations and good 
collections ha.ve been ga.thered-viz., 
St. Alba.ns, Surrey Tabernacle S11nda.y
school, Cha.dwell- street, Stevena.ge, 
"Eden," Cambridge, - W. CHISNALL, 
Hon. Seo. 

TOWNFIELD CHAPEL, CHESHAM. 
THE friends meeting in this pla.ce of 
worship celebra.ted their pastor's eighth 
a.nniversuy on Tuesday, the 2:,th inst., 
a.nd, j udgiag from the Bttendance and 
hearty spirit of union which was mani
fest, the meeting was a good one. We 
hope it will give encouragement to Mr. 
Eva.na and those assooiated with him in 
tho Lord's service. 

Mr. J, Bush, pastor of Zion Chapel, 
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New Cross, preached a most helpful 
sermon from Pet. i. 2-7 to an attentive 
and evidently interested conl{regation, 
at the close of whioh eervice tea was 
served. One thin,:r impressed us very 
muoh at the tea-of the staff of helpers, 
both lnale and female, everyone knew 
what they had to do and did it willingly 
and well. 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by H. Adam•. E•q., Highbury Park, 
who expressed the pleasure he felt in 
paying them another and third visit, 
and said he frlt that, as knowledge of 
the friends increased, so there was the 
experienoe of increasing pleasure in 
comin,:r to see them; and that, if life 
was spared, he should look forward to 
his visit as part of the recognised yearly 
work. His remarks were stimulating 
and calculated to strengthen and cheer 
the hearts of those who were present. 
He then called on the pastor, Mr. W. H. 
Evans, to make his statement in refer
ence to the experience in the past year 
and prospect for the next, 

In response, Mr. Evans said the past 
had been a year of steady, constant 
labour, in which there had been the 
mingling of joy and sorrow, hope and 
diB&ppointment, that a good spiritual 
work was going on, especially amongst 
the young, and at no very distant period 
he hoped to baptize some, and was look
ing forward for others to follow. He 
was happy to say that he and the 
deacons were working together most 
happily, and that when he entered the 
pulpit on the Lord's-de.yit was with the 
feeling that he had not an enemy in the 
ple.ce. They were at peace and united 
m both doctrine and practice ; and be 
hoped, with God's help, so to act and 
live that the young would look on him 
e.s their friend. and the more adve.nced 
in years with confidence, esteeming him 
as a brother beloved for Christ's sake. 

Excellent Gospel addresses were then 
delivered by J. Bush (New Cross), W. 
Wood (of Bedmond Chapel), F. Fells 
(from Highbury-place), and C. Burrows 
(Fulham). Pastor L. Coils, of Tring, 
was absent through domestic affliction. 

Between the addresses good evan
gelical hymns were sung to tunes in 
which all the congregation could join. 

The collection which followed this 
service we.s for the pastor, and we.e, we 
were told, a very satisfactory one. 

We unhesitatingly say the meeting 
was a profite.ble one, and, we hope, will 
strengthen our friends at Townfield 
Chapel. ONE WHO w AS THERE. 

( Cltesha111 Exa111i11er, April 28th.) 

LA X F I ELD , S U F F O L K .-On 
Wednesday, April 26th, Mr. e.nd Mrs. 
Ward invited the members of the 
pastor's Bible-class, with their friends, 
to e. social tea. About 73 responded to 
their kind invitation. After a sub-

stantial tee. bad been pe.rtaken or, a 
public meeting followed, pe.stor A, J, 
Ward in the obair. He ete.ted in hie 
,opening reme.rke the.t he had felt for a 
long time a desire to do something for 
the spiritue.l benefit of the young people, 
so about two yea.re ago ho !tarted e, 
Bible-class, the results of whioh had 
proved very enooure.ging. Ho desired 
most earnestly the ealve.tion of soule 
and he felt sure it we.a God's method td 
work through His Word by tbo Spirit to 
aooomplish that end. Mr. Clark, the 
secretary, read e. most eatiefe.otory report 
of the past session; an average of fifty 
had attended, and some excellent papers 
had been prepe.red by members of the 
cle.ss on the subjects studied during thn 
winter. He spoke warmly of the valued 
help they he.d received from the pastor 
in the class. Mr. Warren, one -of the 
members, gave a most solemn address 
from the worde, " The end of all things 
is e.t hand." The end of the session he.d 
come; how had they ea.oh profited by 
it 1 The end of their youth would 
soon oome ; how were they using it? 
The end of e.ll their opportunities would 
soon come; what e.cconnt would they be 
able to render for the same? The end 
of their life would soon come; could 
they calmly face that, resting upon 
Christ e.nd the truths of the Bible? The 
writer, who was on a visit to brother 
We.rd, then ge.ve an e.ddreee based on 
the words, "Thy Word is a lamp onto 
my feet, and a light onto my path,'' 
showing the.t God's Word we.e e. light to 
reveal what wa.s hidden, to guide in 
perplexity, to oheer in sorrow, to assure 
in doubt, to preserve from de.nger, to 
este.blish faith, to lead in pa.the of use
fulness ; and at the oloee of the address 
he proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ward, with her le.dy 
helpers, for the happy evening they had 
all spent through their kind hospite.lity; 
this Mr. Edward Goldepink most 
cordially seconded, ate.ting the pleasure 
it ge.ve them all to he present, e.nci 
trusted that under God's blessing the 
pastor's Bible-olaes would prove a 
gree.tor blessing if privileged to meet 
next winter. Brother Ward thanked all 
most lovingly for their presence. He 
and his dee.r wife felt it e. privilege to 
entertain them ; • and then closed this 
successful ~e.thering with pre.yer.
EDWIN WHITE. 

CHATHAM ROAD BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
WANDSWORTH COMMON. 

PASTOR JAMES E. FLEGG. 
THE 10th anniverse.rv of the opening of 
the che.pel, and the 6th of pastor ,J. E. 
Flegg, were hold on Ee.star Sunday e.nd 
Monde.y le.et. 

Two sermons wore pree.ohod on the 
Sunde.y by our pe.stor, in the morning 
from l Kings xviii. 30, e.nd in the even· 
ing from Rom. x. 1. 
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On Easter Monday our old friend, Mr. 
G. W. Thomae, of Watford, preached in 
the afternoon, taking for his text, 
"After that thou shalt oome to the hill 
of God" (1 Sam. x. 5). 

£20 17e. OJrd, We thank God for 1111 His 
favours, a.nd look for a.nd pray for 
richer blessings to rest noon Hi~ own 
Word a.t Cha.tha.m-roa.d. Praise ye the 
Lord. 

Our brother's discourse was listened 
to with marked interest, as he led us 
from bill to bill. He said the bill of ST, ALBANS (BETHEL).-On Sun
sin hides us from God, bat not God day, April 30th, we welcomed in our 
from us; beyond the bill of sin there is midst our brother E. A. Booth, Strict 
the bill of Calvo,ry, and Christ is seen Baptist Missionary in India., tha.t being 
in the room of the sinner. It is indeed the day set apart and known a.a 
11, blessed thought to know that Christ "Missionary S11nda.y." The weather 
bas appeared in our room and pot 11,w11,y wa.s very inclement; consequently our 
sin by the blood of His Oross. We were congregations were not la.rge. Our 
led to think of the bill of grace 11,s one brother was very graGiously helped to 
of easy ascent, from grace to grace, preach morning a.nd evening, a.nd also 
glory to glory, a.nd strength to strength. addressed the S11nday-school scholars in 
We were also reminded that we have the afternoon. On Monday evening, 
the bill of difficulty and solicitude to May 1st, 11, missionary meeting was held, 

• t b G d 'tb II d Councillor A. Faulkner, being in the 
negoti11, e, nt O is WI ua at i ' a.n chair, supported by Councillor Ryder, 
He invitee ua to come into 11, desert We ha.d a. very good number with 08, 

place and reat awhile. a.nd the Chairman (himself a. much-
These bills lea.d ua to the bill of His travelled ma.n) spoke of the great 

glory, where we, the redeemed. shall see pleasure it ga.ve him to preside a.t a. 
Him a.a He ia, a.nd be like Him, a.nd meeting of this description, stating that 
never, never sin, while from· the riches he ha.d been privileged to see the 
of Hie grace we drink endless plea.euree glorious a.nd far-reaching effects of 
in. missionary enterprise, and trusted tha.t 

In the evening Mr. B. J. Northfield, of the result of our gathering would be to 
March, Ca.mbe, pa.id us his first viBit (a.nd stimulate us all to greater effort in this 
we sincerely hope it will not be his la.at), great work. He then called upon our 
taking for hie text 1 Sa.m. x. 26, "A brother Booth to address the meeting, 
band of men, whose bee.rte God had who, in a clear, lucid, a.nd exhaustive 
touched," Our brother reminded us manner, described the enormity of the 
that for God to touch ua is for Ood to work in tha.t va.et country, touching 
come in contact with: us, for it ia upon a.II the salient points of the 
impossible for a.ny to ha.ve true religion mission work in a. wa.y which impressed 
without having felt the touch of ma.ny of those present. Specie.I mission
Almighty God. a.ry hymns were sung,a.nd a. hearty vote 

God touohee us through •Christ, a.nd of thanks to the cha.irma.n we.a passed 
none a.re so fa.r a.way but they: oa.n1be on the proposition of our pastor, C. D. 
reached with His almighty a.rm, We Jeffs. Our collections in a.id of the 
were referred to a. few bands of men Mission Fonda realized £6 Os. 7½d, To 
whose hearts God ha.d touched, notably our God be a.ll the praise. Specie.I ser
tbat ba.nd of earnest disciples who vices were held a.a usual a.t the a.hove 
fo!lowed our Saviour and supported place of worship on Easter Monday, 
Him wherever He went, willing to do April 24th, 1905, when we were a.gain 
His bidding. favoured to ha.ve in our midst our 

Also a. ba.nd of reformers who in 1555 esteemed brother, Mr. E. Marsh, of 
lighted 11, fire in England tha.t by God's Warboys, Honts. We a.re thankful to 
graoe should never be put out-La.timer Almighty God for bringing him amongst 
a.nd Ridley. Tha.t fire burns to-da.y, a.nd us in good bee.Ith, a.a our brother seemed 
may God grant tha.t its warming in- to be in better bee.Ith than we ha.d seen 
fluence ma.y be felt wherever the Gospel him for some time. The Lord a.lso heard 
of the grace of God is proclaimed. prayer a.nd granted DB a. very fa.voura.ble 

There is a.gain the missionary bands da.y, and constrained ma.ny of His 
of to-da.y, who go forth in the strength people to gather together, a. very plea.s
o£ the Lord to open up new fields of ing fee.tore being the presence of so 
labo~r for His glory, relying: upon His ma.ny friends from the neighbouring 
preo1ous promises for success to attend Churches. The preacher we.a very 
their efforts. gra.oiously helped both afternoon a.nd 

And lastly the ba.nd in glory-not yet evening to deliver two highly inatru_c
oHo~plete-whose song must be, Unto tive sermons, whioh held his hearers in 

un who ha.th loved us, a.nd we.shed us wra.pt attention, ma.ny testifying to the 
fr?m our sins in Hie own blood, unto felt presence a.nd blessing of the H?IY 
Him be glory, power, a.nd dominion for Spirit. During the interva.l of service, 
ever. a. substa.ntia.l tea. we.a provided, to which 

A. la.rge oompa.ny sa.t down:to tea. a.nd a. good number of friends sa.t down 
the ohapel was well filled 'both Our oollections, which• were in a.id of 
afternoon a.nd evening. Colleutions, I the Oenera.l Fund of the Chapel, were 
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slightly under last year's amount. To 
our Triune God be all the praise.-G. W. 

STEVENAGE (ALBERT ST!tEET 
BAPTIST CHAPEL).-On Good Friday 
special sen·ices were held, when we 
were favoured to hear Mr. J, E. Flegg, 
who preached two able sermons, after• 
noon and evening, whioh were muoh 
appreciated by good congregations. 
Tbere was a public tea. between the 
services, pa.troni~ed by a. la.rger compa.ny 
tha.n la.at yea.r. The Church a.nniversa.ry 
was celebra.ted a.s ueue.l on the first 
Wednesda.y in Ma.y. Mr. E. Mitchell 
wa.s the prea.cher on this occa.sion, and 
his rema.rkB were much enjoyed, both 
m the a.fternoon a.nd evening. a.she wa.s 
ena.bled to decla.re unto us the wa.y of 
sa.lva.tion, being grea.tly helped in exa.lt
ing a. precious Redeemer. We sought 
tbe Lord's fa.vour, rea.lized His presence, 
a.nd now a.re looking for the signs 
following the la.hours of His dea.r 
serva.nts, remembering the promise that 
" My word sha.ll not return unto me 
void." That there ma.y be showers of 
blessings, pra.ys,-J. P. P. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE CH.I.PEL, 
MOTE RoAD).-On Easter Monda.y we 
held specie.I •erviaas on behalf of our 
Renova.tion Fund. In the a.fternoon 
Mr. Throssell, of Meophom, wa.s greatly 
helped in delivering a. Gospel messa.ge 
to us from John xvi, 14, which was 
listened to with much interest, and our 
friends were greatly pleased with our 
brother's first visit to us. Tea wa.s 
served to a. goodly gathering of friends. 
A public meeting was afterwards held, 
Mr. Ja.a. Martin, of St. John's, ta.king 
the chair. The hymn, 11 Kindred in 
Christ, for His dear sake," having been 
sung, and Scriptures read by the cha.ir
ma.n, Mr. T. Millen offered pra.yer. Mr. 
Martin then spoke from the words, 
" U nlees the Lord build the house they 
labour in vain tha.t build it," a.nd in a. 
very thoughtful address showed the 
great advantages of having the blessing 
of the Lord resting upon our labours. 
Mr. F. Be.ker then led us into the exceed• 
ing great and precious promises which 
he.ve been the comfort and ete.y of the 
saints of God in all ages. Pastor 
Throssell spoke from the words, 
"Master, it is good for us to be here," 
dividing a very interesting address into 
three pe.rts: It was a. good plaoe, good 
company, and good conversation. Mr. 
Brown followed on with II We a.re saved 
by hope," expatiating ou the blessings 
ot a. good hope through grace a.nd its 
hee.venly reRults. The secreta.ry of the 
Renovation Fund read a.report in which 
he stated that the a.Iterations, the 
enlargement of Sunday•school, building 
of gallery, and re-sea.ting and genera.I 
renovation of chapel had cost .£350, and 
we had collected a.bout .£170, leaving us 

with a debt of about £180. He e.lso 
thanked all who h&d helped in the 
work, e.nd ea.id a. friend ha.d promised 
.£5 if we oould oolleot together during 
the yea.r £901 and e.sked e.ll kindly to 
help to gain the.ta.mount. Our oha.ir
ma.n a.nnounled the good old-fashioned 
hymn, "Crown Him Lord of a.11," e.nd 
thus ended one of our happiest de.ye e.t 
Providence. Our oolleotions a.mounted 
t~ £10 10s. Gd.,.e.nd should e.ny. friend 
hke to help us m our work, which is 11, 
large one for 11@, e.ny subsoription would 
be kindly reooived by Mr. G. Brown 34 
Stone-street, Ma.idetone ; or by 'th~ 
seoreta.ry,H. J. Wa.lter,83, Upper Stone
street, Maidstone. 

BRADFIELD ST. GEORGE. - On 
Easter Monday, April 24th, we held the 
13th anniversary of our Mission Hall 
Hessett. Tee. was provided, a.bout 40 
being present. Mr. W. Dixon presided 
at the evening meeting. Brother C. 
Bland, dee.con of the Ra.ttlesden Church 
engaged in prayer. Mr. Dixon said, w~ 
meet here this evening in the interest 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God. The services held here on the 
Sunday evenings a.re to tell the old, old 
story of Jesus and His love. This has 
not lost its power ; we a.re witness 
the.t the Word of the Lord does not 
return unto Him void. Tee Lord he.th 
set His sea.I to .His Word. The praise 
and the glory is Hie. Excellent 
addressee were given by our brother C. 
Bland and Mr. Sparrow, a. missionary 
from Bengal. Our brother, Mr. W. 
Bland, thanked the friends who had 
taken pa.rt, hoping that we may be 
spa.red to see another anniversary. The 
Lord is giving testimony to the Word of 
Hie 1?ra.ce at the ohe.p~ a.ud a.gain we 
say, Praise the Lord.-w. D. 

WOOD GREEN. - Specie.I services 
were held at Pa.rk Ridings Baptist 
Chapel in connection with the a.nniver• 
ee.ry of the formation of the Church 
and opening of the Chapel on Good 
Friday. Pastor E. M1tohel1 was 
graciously led forth on the words, 
"Then ea.id J eeus unto Peter, put up 
thy sword into the sheath : the cup 
whioh My Father ha.th given Me shall 
I not drink it?" At the evening meet
ing pastor S Hutohinson presided a.nd 
brother White, of Highbury, offe~ed 
prayer. The chairman, after hea.rt1lY 
welcoming all present, gave a. shordt 
address on "The.t I ma.y know Him an 
the power of His resurreotion." T_he 
resurrection power is that whioh oa.rr!~8 

into exeoution e.ll the results of the l,1 te 
and death of the Lord Jesus Chris,. 
Our beloved and 11,ged brother Henson s 
theme was " The Oh uroh of Jesus 
Christ." la hie original manner be 
traced the ma.in lines of the history of 
the Church, pointing to her foes, 
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eepeoially Rome-Anglioan and Rome
Papal. Pastor Roee, of Woolwiob, 
brought to us II message whioh had been 
given to an anoient Strict Baptist 
Obnroh-Rev. ii. 4: "Nevertheless I 
have somewhat o.gainst thee, beco.nse 
thou hast left thy first love." (1) These 
words reveo.l the Lord's inspection, and 
(2) Obrist'e emotion. God he.a never 
lett His first love. Oar pree.ohing, pray
ing, seeking, visiting e.re of no a.va.il 
without love. Pastor Fells, of High
bury, held our minds to John xvii. 24, 
"Father, I will that they also, whom 
Thou he.et given Me, be with Me where 
I e.m." Jesus said Father e.s none other 
ever said it. How me.y I know that I 
belone- to the Lord Jesus Christ by the 
done.t1on of the Father 1 Oar brother 
said he liked to put e. word to the young 
because he believed it was possible for 
those tender in years to know they 
belong to Christ. To be with Him is 
heaven, and you don't ho.veto die before 
you know wb.e.t heaven is. We have all 
the essentials of real heaven in our 
hearts now. A pleasant e.nd spiritne.l 
da.y it proved. "A de.y of communion" 
in hope of one that ne'er shall end.
P. J.C. 

STEPNEY (REHOBOTH, WELLESLEY 
STREET).-Those who have the interest 
of the [oung e.t hoart will be pleased to 
read o the enj oye.ble meetings held e.t 
Stepney in connection with the cele
bra.tion of the 62nd anni verse.ry of our 
Sabbath Sohool on Ee.ster Sunday and 
Monday. Onr pastor, Mr. J. Parnell, 
delivered two very encouraging dis
courses on the Lord's-day, the morning 
text being, "Remembering without 
cea.sing yonr work of faith, e.nd labour 
of love, e.nd patienoe of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God 
a.nd our Father;" the evening theme, 
" But ye, brethren, be not weary in well 
doing," very appropriately following. 
The scholars listened with great interest 
to our pastor's address in the afternoon 
from, "Thy children like olive plants 
round about thy table." The scholars 
e.nd friends were delighted to see our 
beloved brother, Mr. E. Mitchell, in his 
e.ooustomed place on Easter Monday 
11fte~noon, e.nd paid marked attention 
t~ his most instructive and interesting 
d1soourse upon, '' Them that dwell in 
houses of clay." The invite.tion to tea 
m.
1
et. with a ready response, a.t the oon

o ns1on of whioh the scholars and 
friends re-assembled in the chapel at 
630. Mr. G. J. Applegate. presiding, 
ree.d M.e.tt, ii. 1-16. Mr. B. Nash offered 

. r,ayer. The Chairman then called upon 
e. Superintendent to read his report, 

wh1(!h showed 136 scholars on the book9, 
faking an average e.ttendanoe of 80½ 
or tho afternoon, with a staff of 12 

teachers. The only mournful note in 
the report we.a the migration of scholars 

and friends to the suburbs, which had 
resulted in the negotiation to sell the 
che.pel, with the object of purchasing 11 
freehold site and building e. chapel at 
Me.nor Park. The Chairman's address 
was brief, bu& much to the point. 
"Answers to Prayer" was his theme. 
Mr. F. C. Holden, speo.king of the bless
ing of the Lord npou our work, 
reme.rked-Jacob had to wrestle with 
God in prayer, and he obtained the 
blessing. Shall we not, as we adva.nce 
farther and farther in life, be impor
tunate in prayer for God's bleseing 
upon the young 1 Mr. E. 111itchell 
encouraged the teachers from the words, 
•· Speak to the children of Isra.el that 
they go forward." Mr. R. E. Sean spoke 
from" Lannoh oat into the deep and let 
down your nets for a draught." Mr. J. 
P. Goodeuough's subject was "Go tell." 
He remarked-Whe.t is oar object in 
connection with S11nday-school work? 
Preaching the Gospel to the children. 
It ie as unnatural for the Church of 
God to neglect the yo11ng as a mother 
her child. 011r pastor mid we can pray 
for the rising generation, for education 
is a necessity. We come into the world 
ignorant of the great verities of eternal 
truth. The scholars sang the hymns 
which were composed for the occasion 
with great credit. Prayer by the chair
man closed what will donbtleas be oar 
last school anniversary in this honoured 
Sanctuary. Say," Ebenezer."-HAYTER 
SCRIVENER, 

EAST HAM (KATHERINE·ROAD).
Special services in ·connection with the 
above were held on Good Friday. A 
good number of friends assembled to 
hear Mr. J. Clark, who delivered a 
sermon on the words 1 Peter ii. 2!, which 
proved a refreshing time to those 
present. Tea followed. The pnblic 
meeting in the evening commenced at 
6.30 under the presidency of oar 
esteemed brother, Mr. G. J. Applege.to, 
who, after reading Numb. xxiii. and 
xxiv. 1-9, called upon brother Birkett 
to seek the Divine blessing. The follow
ing brethren then addressed the meet
ing:-Brother Elnaugh, from the word•, 
"He that hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it unto the day of 
Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 6); brother 
Smith, "The desert shall rejoice, and 
blossom as the rose" (ha. xxxv. l); 
brother Gull, "Is there not a cause I·• 
(1 Sam. xvii. 29) ; brother Wellstand, 
•• Father, I will that they also, whom 
Thou he.et given Me, be with Me where 
I a.m,'' &c. (John xvii. 2!) ; brother 
Othen, junr., "Bless the Lord, 0 my 
soul : and a.II that is within me, bless 
His holy Ne.me" (Psa. oiii. 1); and 
brother Clark, "By graoe ye are saved" 
(Ephes. ii. 5). '£he place was well 
filled and the oolleotione good.-ON E 
WHO WAS PRESENT. 
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rECKHAM RYE (ZION, HEATON 
ROAD) .-Special services were held on 
Easter Monday in aid of the special 
efforts which a.re being ma.de for the 
re,luction of the debt of £400. In the 
afternoon Mr. J. R. Debnam, of Nun
head Green (in the unavoidable absence 
of H. T. Chilvers through illness), very 
kindly preached a most aoceptable 
sermon to a good congregation; after 
which GO fri,mds enjoyed an excellent 
tea prepared by la.dies of the Church 
and congregation. The evening meeting 
was ably presided over by our esteemed 
brother, Mr. Ja.s. Ba.nya.rd. Ea.rnest 
prayer was offered by Mr. E. C. Clark, 
a.nrl spiritual addresses given by Messrs. 
H. Shepherd, H. Da.dswell, and J. R. 
Debnam. We ragretted the absence of 
Mr. Cornwell through illness, and much 
appreciated. his practical sympathy in 
sending us a. sum collected by Mrs. 
Corn well. The balance sheet read by 
our treasurer (Mr. T. P. Vialls) showed 
that the income of the Fund for the 
yea.r amounted to upwards of £74, out 
of which £19 had been spent on urgent 
repairs, and the year's interest had been 
met, leaving a ha.lance of £34 in hand. 
The proceeds of the services, with dona
tions received. on the day, amounted to 
upwards of £8. We thank God and take 
courage. A.ny help will be gladly 
received by the Deacons, or by E. C. 
Cle.rk, Hon. Sec., 47, Ardfillem-roe.d, 
Ce.tford, S.E. 

TOTTENHAM (EBENEZER).-Easter 
Sunday morning broke out bright and 
cheerfa.l, and e. goodly number wended 
their we.y to "Ebenezer," there to 
supplicate the throne at the commence
ment of the anniversary services of the 
Sabba.th School. Brother Looseley we.s 
the preacher for the de.y. After address
ing the children from the words, 11 Lord, 
the.t our eyes me.y be opened," our 
brother took for his text Matt. xxviii. 
5, 6. In the afternoon, brother Day 
occupied the che.ir e.nd gave the children 
some good, sound advice from hearing, 
learning, and receiving (Phil. iv. 9). 
Brother Looseley e.lso addressed us very 
ably from the words, " When I see the 
blood I will pass over yon." In the 
evening our brother took by way of 
text 2 Cor. ii. 14, 15. Subject, the Love 
of Christ-and dwelt very beautifully 
upon it, pointing out Christ first loves 
us, then we love Him, and also showing 
the means Christ nse3 for our deliver
ance. The work a.lone is His. His 
sacrificia.l blood has left nothing for us 
to do. The prea.cher throughout the 
day spoke most encoura.gingly to 
seekers, whom we believe a.re in our 
midst. Me.y his messa.ges bee.r precious 
fruit in da.ys to come. The services 
were continued on Ea.ster Monday, when 
brother Boulton ( of Chelmeford) 
pree.ched in the afternoon from Rom. 

xiii. llh" Now is our se.lvation nearer," 
&o. T e great truth in the text wiie 
salvation, or the obtaining of thA glory 
of our Lord Jesus. About 160 sat down 
to tea. Mr. Monie was the President for 
the evening. The report was read and 
showed that our sohool had progressed 
considerably during the yee.r, about 10 
new scholars ha.vinp: been added to our 
roll, and this, combined with the Lord's 
smile upon us, sends us forth into the 
new yea.r full of hope and enooura.ge
ment. Brother Boulton spoke of the 
necessity of "Vite.l Godliness "-extol 
Jesus, and entertainments will be 
unnecessary. Mr. Nash next spoke from 
the words," The Lord opened the mouth 
of the ass," showing the wonderful 
workings of our God. Brother We.Iler 
encouraged us from the text, 11 La.boa.rare 
together with God," and brother Ea.ster 
(in oa.r beloved and esteemed brother 
Wakelin's absence through illness) used 
the word School as an a.orostio ; the 
cha.irman finishing up with an AB C
e.ptneee in teaohing beloved, a.nd 
Christlike. Thus closed another enjoy
able anniversary of oa.r school. To God 
be a.II the praise.-E. J. V., Seo. 

YATELEY (CRICKET HILL).-The 
friends worshipping in this time
honoured sanctuary held their neual 
spring meeting on April 24, when, being 
favoured with fine weather, good congre
gations assembled and spent a profitable 
time listening to two heart-cheering 
sermons by Mr. E. Beecher, of Croydon. 
In the interval a. good number partook 
of tea, there being many friends from 
neighbouring Churches who a.lwa.ys 
receive a. hearty welcome. Tha.t the 
blessiag of God may continue to rest 
upon this pa.rt of His Church is the 
prayer of-A VISITOR. 

REIGATE (JIBEH, MEADVALE).
Special services were held on Ea.ster 
Monday, when pa.stor A. H. Pounds. of 
Bexley, preached. The oongrega.tions 
were very encoura.ging. The sermon in 
the afternoon was based on Isa. Iii. 7 
and in the evening on J oho xxi. 6. 
About forty-five partook of tea, and 
the collections a.moonted to £1 lBs. 6d.-
T. F. LOCHEAD. 

0 ROY DON (SALEM, WINDMILL 
RoAD).-We celebrated our pastor's 
fifth anniversary on Ea.star Monday, 
Pastor T. Jones preached in the after• 
noon to a. good company of friends upo~ 
the "Ce.11, experience, salvation, an 
exa.lte.tion of God's children." The 
evening meeting, presided over by Mrf 
Dee.ni commenced with the reading o 
ha.. v., the Cha.irma.n making a few 
remarks on the let verse. Mr. JoneB 
spoke from the words, 11 Unto yon that 
believe He is preoiousoe~s." Our paetof,_ 
Mr. T. N. Hughes, reviewed the year d 
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work and the meeting concluded with 
the 9\nging of "All hail the power of 
Jesu's name."-T. ALLCORN. 

OLAYGATE (EBENEZER).-Anniver
sary services were held in the above 
place of worship on Good Friday. Mr. 
Palmer, of Fulham, w11s helped to 
preach to an 11ppreoi11tive congregation 
two sermons, which pointed to heaven 
11nd showed the road through Him who 
is the sinner's Friend in the m11nifeet11-
tion of snob love as to give Hie life 11 
e11crifioe. We were 11lPo cheered to have 
not only those who are loca.ted here but 
ueua.lly worship elsewhere, but friends 
from other Churches-Kingston, Nor
biton, Epsom, a.nd Cobham. To God be 
1111 the praise. 

PIMLICO (CARMEL).-The seventy
fifth anniversary of the Church wa.e 
celebrated on Good Frida.y. In the after
noon Mr. G. Ba.tchelor, of Tring, de
livered an inspiring sermon based upon 
John xvii. 19-the Sa.viou:r'e estimate of 
Hie people ; sanctification of the Re
deemec ; e11nctific11tion of the redeemed. 
Te11 w11e provided, to which about 80 e11t 
down. The evening meeting was pre
sided over by Mr. A. E. Brown. A report 
wa.e rea.d, in which it w11e stated that 
the work of the Lord wa.e still going on 
in ou:r midst. There were four c11ndi
d11tes before the Church for baptism, 
besid•ee others, who ha.d been moved by 
Providence to this neighbourhood from 
other Churches. The Church ha.a sus
tained II eerioue blow by their late 
pastor bein!{ led to tender hie reeigna.
tion ; but hie ma.ny bookings with the 
Church. during the rema.inder of this 
ye1n a.Jforded them some little comfort, 
11nd they yet cherish a hope that he will 
remain in their midst. Brother Adderley 
(dea.con) also, in view of II possibility of 
being taken out of London, had been led 
to resign his offices held for eo long ; 
and having been II very useful factor in 
the Church's m11n11gement, it was felt 
that hie removal would be II loss to the 
Church. These changes, whilst giving 
some 011uee for sorrow, yet were the 
meo.ns of bringing us together for 
earnest prayer that the God of the past 
would appear for us 11nd thrust other 
labourers into Hie vineyard. Suitable 
addresses were delivered bv Messrs. 

M
W111ler, Batchelor, Coulson, Wright, 11nd 

ayhew, and 110 interestiilg' meeting 
was brought to II oloee.-W. H. H, 

DATOHET,-F11voured with glorious 
weather, . we held our children's anni
versary on Wednesday, May 17th, when 
0u_r hearts rejoiced to see so many 
friends meet together to wish us God
~eed. Our dear brother, pastor J. E. 
flegg, of Wandsworth, pre11ohed to us 
/,n the afternoon from Matt. xviii. 2, 

And Jesus called II little child unto 

Him," The discourse was delivered in 
11 most earnest 11nd loving manner. We 
h11d persona.I testimony 11fterw11rds tha.t 
it w11e II real blessing to many. Tea. (to 
which II good company sa.t down) wa.s 
provided in the new schoolroom. The 
evening service, which w11e presided 
over by our worthy friend a.nd brother, 
Mr. F. T. Newman, was opened by sing
inl!' the hymn, "Come, children, let us 
join to sing." Mr. Andrews enga.ged in 
pra.yer. The Superintendent then, in 11 
brief a.ddress, reviewed the history of 
the school. Since Februa.ry, 1904, six 
h11d been a.dded to the Church from its 
ra.nks, two or three of whom had never 
ha.d the privilege of religions home 
training. Brethren Vinall 11nd Lea.ke 
ga.ve excellent a.ddresses. Brother Dann 
w11s prevented through illness from 
being present. M11y the grea.t Phyeicia.n 
soon restore our brother to health a.gain. 
The recita.tions were well rendered. The 
ha.ppy faces brightened a.a our brother 
(the Cha.irma.n) distributed the prizeP, 
after which wa.s sung the believer's 
Glory-song. Thus ended II red-letter d11y 
in the anna.ls of Da.tchet. Collection. 
£2 19~. 6½d .• Pra.ise God.--H. W. R. • 

W ffITTLESEA (ZION).-Successful 
and encouraging services were held a.t 
the a.hove place on Good Frida.y, April 
21. Mr. J. Jull, of Ca.mbridge, prea.ched 
two excellent sermons - tha.t in the 
afternoon being ba.sed upon, ''And they 
came to Elim" (Exod. xv. 27); it wa.s a.n 
experimental discourse dealing with 
Chriatia.n experience. In the evening
the· text wa.s from 1 Cor. xv. 3, !, special 
notice being taken of the la.tter clause, 
"a.ooording to the Scriptures." Both 
sermons were mnch enjoyed, and expres
sions of 11ppreci11tion were hea.rd from 
1111, The services were well attended, 
upwa.rds of 120 s11t down to tea.; a.nd 
oollections were a.hove the 11ver11ge. We 
have ea.use to bless God tha.t He ha.a 
poured out II spirit of pra.yer upon us 
11nd h11s gla.ddened the flea.rte of pa.star 
11nd people by adding to our number. 
Our pastor ha.s baptized fifteen believers 
this year-four from the sister Ca.uses 
at Benwiok a.nd Whittlese11-ro11d, a.nd 
two other brethren are wa.iting to follow 
our Sa.viour in His much-despised ordi
nance. The hea.rts of pa.stor 11nd mem
bers 11re knit together in love, a.nd, w bile 
we do tha.nk our Hea.venly Fa.ther for 
pa.at favours, we earnestly pray tha.t 
they may be continued a.nd increased.
ONE WHO LOVES THE GATES OF ZION, 

CHATHAM (EllENEZER).-The 2nd 
11nnivers11ry services of the Church were 
held on Good Frida.y 111st. A good con
grega.tion gathered in the a.fternoon, 
when 110 excellent sermon wa.s prea.ched 
by pastor Do.le, of Bermondsey, from 
1 Cor. i. 30, 11nd was muoh enjoyed by 
11ll present. '.l'e11 wa.s provided at five 



THE EAR'l'HEN VESSEL 

o'olook, when fifty eat down to 11, well
spre&d t&ble. In the evening Mr. T. 
Perry, our minister, pre&ohed from Pa&. 
lxiii. 7. Truly God h11,s helped us in 
sending our beloved minister 11.mong us ; 
his f&1thfnl ministry h&s comforted 
11.nd built up His people here.-JESSE 
BROWNING, Church Seoret&ry. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDENCE).- On 
Good Frid&y the p&stor's 5th 11,nniver
s11.ry w11.s oommemor11.ted. In the 11,fter
noon p&stor E. White, of Woolwich, 
pre11.ched to 11, good oongreg11.tion. This 
service W&S followed by 11, te&, to which 
about ~eventy sat down. In the evening 
a public meeting w11.s held, presided over 
by pastor 0. H. Cudmore, who g&ve the 
report for the year, the chief items of 
which showed that, notwithstanding 
heavy removals and bad trade, the C11.use 
had been m&int&ined. The roof of the 
chapel had been repaired, new trustees 
had been added to the trust-deeds, the 
Bible-class had been ILaintained, and 
3,978 tracts and books had been dis
tributed. During the year the pastor 
had tendered his resignation, but, at the 
req nest of the Church and congregation, 
had withdrawn it. The meeting was 
addressed by pastor White and others. 
The fourth visit of our dear brother 
White we.a age.in much enjoyed, because 
it we.a so helpful. To God be a.11 the 
glory. 

IRTS:LINGBOROUGH.-Speoie.l ser
vices were held here on Easter Monda.y. 
Two sermons were preached by Mr. J. 
Kingston, of Carlton, who was helped 
to speak of Christ to appreciative 
congregations, ma.ny of whom spoke of 
their ple&sure in hearing the Word. We 
were glad to ha.ve our brother's com
p&ny. and sincerely trust that the Lord 
will a.bnnda.ntly bless his labours in the 
time-honoured sanctua.ry a.t Carlton. 
In the interV&l of worship a public tee. 
was provided, of which a. large company 
p&rtook. 

CA.N.N'ING TOWN ('·PROVIDENCE"). 
-A special service was held in the 
above chapel on the evening of April 4, 
when Mr. Rundell presided. After 
singing, "0 God, our help in ages past," 
the Che.irme.n read Psa. xlvi. and made 
some very pithy and savoury remarks 
on the iith verse. Brother Foll.llta.in then 
invoked the Divine blessing, after which 
pastor Lee gave us a few well-chosen 
words on the ancient landmarks and 
God's command to Israel concerning 
them, and spoke as to the spiritual 
landmarks of the Church which are to 
be preserved in this present day. 
Brother Smith spoke upon one of the 
Lord's most gracious promises (I~a. xii. 
JO), ehowing how graciously the Lord 
does uphold His people, collectively and 
indi vid nal ly. 0 :ir dear brother Fountain 

then said & few words from Paa, lriiii 
He spoke of the castings down of tb~ 
ohildren of God and of their experienoe 
The Chairman having to leave befor~ 
the close of the meeting, a vote of 
thanks was aooorded him for His kind
ness in presiding 11.nd liberal help. The 
meeting olosed by singing and Bene
diction by brother Lee.-D. GOLDING. 

RECOGNITION OF MR, GOODGE A.T 
ZION OHA.PEL, NORBITON. 

WELCOME servioes in oonneotion with 
the settlement of Mr. P. Goodge a.a 
pastor of the above were held 011 Thurs
day, April 6th. 

lo the afternoon. at 3.30, a. sermon 
was preached by Mr. J. E. Hazelton 
from Ezekiel xii. 7, and our brother was 
led very blessedly into the varied 
experiences of the children of God in 
their upward and onward pathway to 
that eternal rest prepared for thei:p.. 

Tea was provided at the close of the 
afternoon servioe, to which forty sat 
down. 

The evening meeting, presided over 
by Mr. H. Fowler, was opened by sing
ing the well-known hymn, " 0 love 
divine, how sweet thou art I" 

The Chairman then rea'1 a portion 
from 2 These. v, 12-24, and having 
made some helpful, encouraging and 
truthful remarks based upon tl:ie pi:,rtion 
read, Mr. Wakelin, of Hill-street, en
gaged in prayer. 

The Church Secretary gave a brief 
statement of the reasons which 
prompted the Church and dee.cons to 
invit!l our brother Goodge to the pas
torate. 

The pastor-elect then ma.de his state
ment, which went to show how m&rvel
lonsly the Lord had led him out of the 
bea.rt of the Ritnalistio party of the 
Established Church, first amongst the 
Presbyterians, and, when the Holy 
Spirit revealed unto him that bap· 
tism was the Scriptural order of 
entrance to the Church Militant, 
he then turned to the General Bap· 
tiste, and, upon being baptized, was 
received into their communion. He was 
ultimately brought into the comp11.ny of 
Mr. Wellstand, who, under the Spirit's 
teaching, showed him the way of life 
more clearly; and being advised to go 
and hear Mr. C. Ada.ms, of Rehoboth, 
Riding House-street, he joined the 
Church there. After some years of 
much spiritual profit under the minis• 
try of Mr. Adame, and greatly desiring 
to tell out the glorious news of salvation 
to poor, lost, ruined sinners, tbe oa.11 
came in the midst of deep sorrow and 
bereavement to proclaim the name of 
the Lord God Almighty; and in due 
time, through Mr. H. Fowler's reoo111d· 
menda.tion, be came amongst ue, an 
his coming culminated in the present 
meeting. 
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Having to leave early, Mr. Hazelton 
made a few remarks of weloome to onr 
pastor, and, as he had spoken in the 
aUernoon, ea.id that muet suffloe for hie 
addrees. 

Mr. J. Rundell, of Surrey Tabernaole, 
addressed the meeting from Acts xxvi. 
22 in hie well-known style, with holy 
zeal and jealousy for the troth of God 
and the defenoe of the faith once de
livered to the saints. He mentioned 
that he had been brought out on almost 
similar line3 to onr dear pastor. 

Mr. T. Sapey next addressed the meet
ing from Jer. iii. 15, his rem1uks being 
to the point, enoouraging, stimulating, 
experimental1 and endued with the 
Spirit's teaoning and infiaence, and 
much enjoyed by all present. 

The meetinf was brought to a olose 
by singing ' All hail the power of 
Jesn's name" and prayer by the 
Chairman. 

J. FBANXC0M, Church Sec. 

BERMONDSEY (LYNT0N R0AD).
Tbe 89th Annual Meeting of the Sick 
and Poor Sooiety oonneoted with this 
Caaee was held on May 2nd. The ohair 
was taken by the pastor, Mr. B. T. Dale, 
in the abaenoe (through family bereave
ment) of Mr. 1. M, Randell, A report 
of the work of the Sooiety daring the 
past year was read by the Seoretary, 
Mr. H. Blaokman, whioh showed that 
over :£45 had been distributed, besides 
artioles of clothing, &c., in the relief of 
many of the aged and needy of the 
Lord's family. Appropriate addresses 
were delivered by brethren E. Beecher, 
G. W. Clark, A. G. Blackm11n, J. B. 
Collin, and a profitable evening was 
spent. The collection, including a 
donation from Mrs. J as. Lee, realised 
over £5. 

IPSWICH (Z0AB).-Special services 
were held on Good Friday. Two ser
mons were preached by our beloved 
brother Marsh-in the afternoon, the 
truth that "Ye are not your own" was 
forcibly impressed, and, in the evening, 
"The blessedness of being His own." A 
well-filled aha.pal testified to the high 
esteem in which brother Marsh is held, 
!'nd great was the joy felt .. nd expressed 
ID listening to his disoourses. A very 
pleasant feature was the presence of the 
pastor and many friends from Bethesda. 
-H. BALDWIN, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE 98th Annual Meeting or the Aged 
PWolgrimd' Friend Society was held on 

ednesday evening, May 10th, in the 
MH11nsion House, the noble Egyptian 

a.ll being crowded to its utmost 
c11pa.oity. Thie year the hour was later 
th11n usu11I, and thi~, donbtles~, eno.bled 
llle.ny friends to be present who are 

unable to attend at five o'clook:. The 
lovely spring evening and the glow of 
the approaohing centenary added cheer
falness to the proceedin!fe, which were 
throughout unusually bright and inter
esting. 

• • • Among well-known friends present 
we noticed Meesre. Boulden, T. Green, 
E. Carr, J. Hodgee, W. Bumstead, W. R. 
Fricker, E. Wilmehurst, R. F. B11nks, 
and B. Wakelin. M11uy country sap
porteu of the Institution were in the 
Hall, and the excellent collection taken 
testi lied to the stirring or heart experi
enced. . . 

* 1907 will be the centenary year, and 
it ie desired to mark it by raising such 
a sum or money as will enable the 
Committee to sustain and extend the 
work and make the four Homes self
eupporting. This latter object is or 
real importance, for thereby the ener
gies or the Executive would be concen
trated upon the urgent work or placing 
the pension expenditure upon a solid 
basis, .. 

Copies of the An;_aal Report will be 
sent to any friends who will distribute 
them among non-eubsoribers. Many 
illustrations or the nature and need or 
the work are given, and its perusal 
will, it le hoped, qaioken sympathy and 
interest, eo that supplies may be sent for 
the maintenance of the 1,671 pensioners 
upon the books. .. . 

On Thursday, Jane 8th, the Camber
well Asylum anniversary will ( o.v) be 
held at the Asylum. Mr. Dolbey will 
preach at three o'olook. Tea will be 
provided at five o'clock, a.nd in the 
evening the Mayor or Croydon will 
preside over the public meeting. 
Addresses by Messrs. Dolbey, Lovely, 
White, and other friends. 

FLORENCE MA.RIA SCACE. 
One by one the children c,f God nre being 

gathered home. On earth the new-born son! 
is drawn to the cross of Jesus. and, when 
the time of departure from the scenes of 
earth ho.s come, the enthroned Christ be
comes the heart's attraction. What a host 
that we have known a.nd loved have 
gu.thered round the throne of God in 
heaven! Our beloved sister and friend. 
Florence Marin Scace. the wife of Mr. H. B. 
Scaco, of Lttxlleld, Suffolk. commenced life's 
journey on April 3rd, 18~:l, and entered 
heaven on Lord's-day, .-\pril !Jth, 1805. La:,:
lleld was her birthplace ; her father. Dr. 
Carley, being the respected surgeon of the 
vill<tge. On the death of her father, she, 
with her wiclowed mother, removed to 
Norwich; but in J81H they returned to Ln:,:
lleld. Our de,u sister at this time was a 
true seeker of Jesus, o.nd in Him alone she 
put her trust. But she could not see the 
necessity for baptism by immersion; but 
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light cnme, and prejudice wns remo,·ed. We 
haYe a distinct remembrance of preaching 
from the words, •• Bnt I have n. baptism to 
he baptized with: and how am l straitened 
till it be accomplished I" (Luke xii. 50). 
Questions were asked: Was Christ only 
sprinkled with suffering? or was He im
mersed in woe? In a moment light nnd 
power c-n,me to our dear Rister, and she said, 
.. My Lord mnst have been immersed in 
suffering, and I mnst be immeri;i.ed in water 
to show my faith in Him and my love to 
Him." At t.his time onr sister was inn very 
delicate state of health. and most of her 
fri.ends thought that she was not long for 
this world. We conversed with her, when 
she expressed her determination to follow 
her Lord in baptism, ;r possible. She was 
propo•ed for membership, and the mes
sengers from the Church saw her in her 
own room. God gnve her specinl strength 
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baptism? '-hat would the effect be in her 
delicnte state of health 1 Her medical 
attendant said to her, "Yon will probablv 
die in the water." This opinion soon spread 
through t.he nllal!'e, and on Thursdav even
ing. November 7th. 1861. we had a great 
crowd gathered in the Chapel at Laxfield to 
see her die. "I [ I die in the water. I will 
follow my Lord," wns the language of our 
sister. We ba.pt1zed her. and what was the 
reqalt? From that night she began to re
co"<"er. Before breakfast the next morning. 
she wnlked down the village street, that all 
might see that she wns none the worse for 
her obedience to her Lord. After this she 
had about forty years of happy married 
life. Our sister was an active and useful 
member of the Church, always ready to 
lend a helping hand in every good work. It 
may be truthfully said of her, "She bath 
done what she, onld." For the last L wel ve 
months she was a great sufferer; but her 
faith was strong. and, by ·Divine grace. she 
rejoiced in tbe bright prospect before her. 
Christ was precious to her here, but she 
longed to see His face. The end came very 
peacefully, and sbe "fell asleep." The body 
was lovingly laid in its flower-lined grave in 
the ~ ew Cemetery at La:s:fleld on Saturday, 
April 15th, the service being condnc1ed by 
her first pastor (R. E. Bears) and her last 
pastor (our brother A. Ward). A large num
ber of friends gathered in the chapel and at 
the grave, amongst them being the Vicar of 
the p:uish. Much sympathy was shown for 
our brother, the bereaved husband, and 
their adopted ds,ughler; also for her aged 
parent (Mrs. C. Wileon). To this dear one the 
trial is indeed great, but she knows that·• it 
is well." and she is looking forward to the 
reunion of kindred spirits in the "better 
land," where •· the Lord shall be bar ever
lasting ligb t, and the days of her mourning 
sbnll be ended." ''And thy God thy glory" 
-here and there, now and hereafter.-R. E. 
SEARS. 

MR. WILLIAM MORTON. 
Our dear brother was born at Lakesend 

Norfolk, on August lG, 1843. He was the 
snbject ol grace in early life, and was much 
exercised about spiritual matters. Whsn 
about 17 years of age, being anxious to know 
that he was a child of God, lle was much 
encouraged by the text, "We know that we 
ha\'e passed !rom death unto life, becanee 
we Jorn the brethren:· A year or so later 
he was constrained to unite with the people 
of God at Providence Chapel, Mnrch, and 
WLJ.s baptized bi• the late pastor (Mr. Edman 
FormLJ.nJ on December G, 1863. lie was 

elected to the position of deacon on Mo.rch 
2~, 1800, and for a period of thirty-six yeo.rs 
served the Church honourably and fnlth
ful!y. He took a gre11t lntereet In the o.lfo.lrs 
or the Ohurch and congregntion, ,and never 
m11de the Ca.use of God a secondary con
sideration, but put it first, o.nd hns fre
quently set aside matters of business 
rrivo.te nnd public, so as to fill hie poeition 
iD tho Church of God ns and when req nired. 
He took delight in visiting neighbouring 
Causes. and was o. practical helper on ann1. 
versary and other occasions, and will bo 
much miased in this respect as 11nnu111 
gatherings roll round. He sympathised 
with the poor and afflicted, o.nd the young 
were the subjects of his constant interest 
Until the 111st year or two he . enjoyed good 
health nnd we.s able to do a large amount 
of work in planning nnd superintending his 
own concerns e,s a le,rge farmer e,nd filling 
many importRnt positions in affairs of the 
town nnd district,, whil,t the smallest de
tails in connection wilh the body of Chris
tians so dear to him never esce,ped his 
notice and attention. In May, 1904, however 
he wns obliged to relinquish the mnnage'. 
ment of his business, as the illness, which 
resulted in death, had ·developed, and now 
began to greatly weaken and distress him. 
At the end of November he had to take to 
his bed entirely, nnd although all that 
medical skill could devise, and whatever 
loving ones a.round could administer to help 
and comfort we.s done, it did not avert a 
fatal termination. The several months of 
painful illness was borne with much 
patience and rasignation, especially · con
sidering the intense ·sulfering which had to 
be endured more or less without inter
mission. His pastor visited him many 
times, and generally found him in a nwe 
frame of soul. Many were the hymns and 
passages of ScripLnre quoted by him· as 
being a, help and blessing to him. On Lord's
day, April 9. 1905, his raosomed spirit took 
its flight to the world of joy e,nd bliss, and 
on the following Thnrsde,y the mortal re
mains were deposited in their last resting
ple,ce. A service wns conducted by!,astor 
B. J. Northfield (assisted by pe.stor . Jnll) 
in the chapel, which was filled, and then at 
the cemetery a still larger concourse of 
people had assembled, e.nd thronghout the 
town were signs of respect and sorrow. On 
the following Sabbath (April 16)a memori11l 
service was held, the pastor i,reaching !rain 
n favourite text of the departed (Psn. xxm. 
G) "Sureiy goodness and mercy shall follow 
me nil the days of my life, and I will dwell 
in the houee of the Lord for ever." Hymns 
selected by our departed brother were sung, 
and portions of Seri ptnre especially bleat. to 
him were read. The congregntion, whwh 
filled the chapel entirely, was deeply movedd 
as references were made to one who ha 
sought in the fenr of God to serve the cause 
and interest of Zion so consistently and ,a 
long. As a, proof the practical help he sought 
to render the people of God, and a mam
feetation of unabated interest in pastor and 
people. a nice and suitable minister's bonse 
was bnilt a, year or two ago by our brother, 
and this now comes into possession fo~ the 
purpose for which it was erected. A widow 
and grown-up fnmilyol five (three of_wbOm 
are married) are left to mourn their lo•~• 
which to him is eternal gain. May all bi• 
loved ones for whose snlvation he prayed 
meet him in thnt tearless and painless _re· 
gion, where, through matchless, aovereigi 
grnce, we trust it may be the reo.der'•

1
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writer's privilege and joy to dwe • -
B. J. N. 



THE GLADNESS OF THE "MAN OF 
SORROWS."• 

BY ALBJ£RT ANDREWS, 

Minister of" Ebenezer" Baptist Chapel, Lillie Road, Fulham, London. 

"I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may 
believe."-John xi. 15. 

THIS forms part of the introduction to the inspired account of our 
Lord's greatest miracle. Lazarue_::_one of the family at Bethany 

to whom He was tenderly attached-was seized with a serious malady, 
and his sisters employed a messenger to convey the tidings to Him at 
the distant place where He then was. Instead of at once proceeding to 
the relief of these dear friends, He, however, suffered two days to elapse 
in apparent disregard of their application. 

His reasons for this may be surmised. It spared Him the pain of 
looking at His friend in his agony and his siBters in their grief. Could 
He have resisted their urgent appeals ? Might not His own tender 
heart have pleaded effectually for an immediate answer to the request 
that the sufferer might be healed ? Could Death, "the king of terrors," 
have exerted his sway in the presence of '' the Lord of life"? and, if not, 
this opportunity for the transcendent display of Divine power could not 
have occurred. The highest manifel!tation of Christ's wonderful love 
could thus be given only after His, at first, inexplicable delay. "When 
He heard therefore that he was sick, He abode two days still, in the same 
place where He was." 

He then announced his intention of returning to J ud~a. This sur
prised His disciples, as His life had there been seriously threatened. H~ 
replied that He had a special object in view. Lazarus was asleep, and 
He must go and awaken him. Thie they misunderstood, until He told 
them plainly that their friend was dead. How mournful must these 
tidings have been; but what must have been their amazement when He 
added that, so far from regretting that they had not proceeded to 
Bethany before, " He was glad for their sakes that He had not been 
there, to the intent that they might believe." 

Thoughts many and important are suggested by this mysterious 
gladness of our Lord's, to a few of which attention is claimed. 
. It arose from no lack of tenderness. Kindly and generous men are 
mvariably sympathetic in their emotions. They "rejoice with thOl!e that 
reioice and weep with those that weep." Here, however, our Lord, with 
His Divinti vision, contemplated the two broken-hearted women, who 
Were full of grief at their brother's decease, with gladness. He looked 
at His disciples, startled and saddened at the mournful tidings ; yet, 

• The above is e. reproduction from memory by e. casual hearer of part of a 
sermon delivered in the ordinary course of ministry on Lord's-day, May 21st, 
1905, revised e.nd partly re-written by the preacher. 

VoL. LXI. JULY, 1905. o 
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instead of assuring tlmn that His compassionate heart ~hared their 
sorrow, He asFerted that He contemplated what had occurred with com
placency and pleasure. 

We are, however, sure t,hat this was not occasioned by callous 
10sensibility. None that have read His recorded life can question that 
then, as noll', it could have been affirmed that :-

" His heart is made of tenderness, 
His bowels melt with love." 

Xor ":as it that He th?ught little of their grief because temporary 
and transient only. He 10deed knew that a fow hours would terminate 
their sorrow and usher in a morning of wondrous joy. He foresaw that 
the tears would be arrested and wiped away from those burning eyes, and 
that those heavy hearts would dance with a new-born pleasure which 
would obliterate the memory of their present woe. But He could not 
forget that their _grie~ was, for_ the time, intensely real and agonising. 
Whence, the □, did His mystenous gladness proceed ? The record itself 
furnishes a reply. 

I. The series of events-painful as they were---would contribute to 
the declarative glory of God. This furnishes a rea5on which should, of 
itself, be deemed satisfactory and sufficient. The better God is known, 
the more will He be admired by the wise in heart. All events which 
display His charac:er and bring His attributes and perfections to view 
must therefore be contemplated by them with holy delight. To the 
Saviour all other thinga were secondary and subordinate to the glory of 
God, and to this He knew that all that was then occurring would tend. 
The home at Bethany was darkened by the entrance of death. Jesus 
had previously said, " This sickuess is not unto death, but for the glory 
of God." Although Lazarus should die, he should not continue in 
death, and the glory of God's power would be manifest in raising him 
again. ·• He was glad He was not there." It would have been to the 
glory of God to have raised him from a sick bed, but a greater manifes
tation to raise him from the grave after he had been dead four days. 
ThllB, when nearing the end of his earthly sojourn, he could say, " 1 
have glorified Thee on the earth," for He had ascribed, on all occasions, 
both in His ministry and miracles, all the glory to His E'ather in heaven. 

II. The Saviour was glad because the issue would contribute to His 
Own personal glory as the Son of God. It is permitted to no mere man, 
however high bis station or distinguished his abilities or achievements, 
to seek his own glory. The consequences of so doing are seen in 
Nebuchadnezzar and Herod (Dan. iv. 30 ; Acts xii. 23). " Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, or the mighty man in bis might, or the 
rich man in his riches ; but let him that glorieth glory in that he under
standeth and knoweth Me" (Jer. ix. 23). "He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord" (2 Cor. x. 17). 

But Christ was "the Lord of Glory." His Godhead, His wonderf~I 
love, His atoning work, His voluntary humiliation when He laid His 
pristine glory by, entitled him to receive glory in a unique and 
unapproachable sense. His glory and our salvation and felicity are 
inseparable. Hence His personal glory was a matter of high considera
tion with Him. He who Himself glorified the Father's name, and 
invested it with new and peerless lustre, rejoiced that His own name 
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would appear eternally glorious as the result of all " He did and suffered 
for us here below." 

Jesus manifested forth His glory in Cana of Galilee (,John ii. 11). 
When the Word was made flesh and dwelt among men, His glory as the 
•• Son of God" was hidden under His humanity. Some there were who 
had eyes to see, but saw not. Others, whose eyes had been opened, 
" beheld His glory, the glory of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth.'' The miracle3 of Christ testified to the Divine and 
mediatorial glory. His heart, we are sure, yearned with pity for the 
distressed sisters. He could not refrain from weeping at the grave. As 
man he wept, as God he cried with a loud voice, "Laz,uus, come forth.'' 
The Son of God was thereby glorified in the eyes of His disciples, the 
weeping sistera, and "many of the Jews" who saw what He did believed 
on Him," and heaven-born faith always loves to crown Him with many 
crowns a~ "the Lord of glory.'' 

III. Jesus, as the text itself states, was glad He was not there, for His 
disciples' sake Whfl.t occurred ministered to the confirmation and in
crease of their faith. It happened " to the intent they might believe. 
It is clear that some of the Lord's actions were prompted by a regard 
for the special welfare of His disciples, and to prepare them for their 
future work. It was thus for their sakes. From the following verse we 
gather that the faith of Thomas was weak, and this manifestation of 
His Deity in raising the dead would effect a great strengthening of 
the faith of all the little band in Him as the true Messiah. 

Nor was all this done for their sakes alone. The household of Bethany 
were present to His loving thoughts. His disciple.,, before whom there 
extended their cueer of continuous sacrifice and sustained service, were 
in His mind. To train these efficiently for their mission and ministry 
was put of the work here which gladdened His gracious heart. But 
surely His sympathies were not confined to these; or His ghdness to 
blessings which should accrue to them only. The whole family of God 
was in His mind-all who should hereafter believe through their words. 
His words uttered by the grave of Lazarus will, by the Spirit's power, 
find an echo in holy hearts while time fasts. The sorrowful will shed 
fewer and gentler te1rs because "J esas wept," and the glory of Him who 
was here proved t'l be the " Resurrection and the life " shed its soft light 
on every grave wherein a Christian lies. 

Note therefore, in conclusion, that this narrative is bene.fitial to the 
Church of God in all ages. 

" The gracious dealings o[ the Lord 
Fill up the volume of His Word, 

And every new-born soul oan tell 
Jehovah hath done all things well. 

The Lord's dealings with His people are often strange and mysterious. 
He apparently does not listen to their cries. The blessing they seek 
does not come. He delays, but denies not. He withholds, for " their 
sikes," the lesser that He may bestow a greater blessing. All that Jesus 
has done, and what he is now doing, is for "their sakes." For "their 
sakes" He who was rich became poor; He came into circumstances of deep 
humiliation for them. 'l'hus, though deliverance may be withheld., we 
have not an unsympathetic Saviour, but one " who is touched with the 
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feeling of our infirmities.'' He may cause gt·ief, but knowing the 
ultimate end, "He is glad," for our "tribulation worketh patience 
patience experience, experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed.'\ 
When our deliverance is at length granted, God and His Son Jesus are 
glorified, and saints learn to say, "Not unto us, but unto Thy name 
gi,e glory." 

Lastly. The Lord ever doth as He pleases and is pleased with all 
that He doth, though what pleases Him now may for the time pain us. 
But this will not be for ever ; for eventually all that pleases Him will 
please us, and our eternal gladness will flow from what now makes 
Him glad. Let Faith anticipate this, and Hope sing the song of the 
glory that is to be revealed. 

" Though pai.nful at present, 'twill cease before long, 
And then O how pleasant the conquer.Jr's song." 

"MY GOD" : A MEDITATION. 
BY W. ALLEN DALE, BAPTIST MINISTER, MARG.A.TE . 

.Autlwr of "The Life-giving River."* 

" Thou k:r.ow'st my soul doth dearly love the place of Thine abode; 
No music yields so sweet 11, sound as those two words 'My God.' "-MABON. 

" 0 God, Thou art my God.''-Psalm lxiii. 1. 

IT is probable that the historic .event on which this Psalm was founded 
was A.bsalom's conspiracy. Having been informed of it, " be said 

unto all his servants that were with him in Jerusalem, 'Arise; and let 
us flee ; for we shall not else escape ; make speed to depart.' " Their 
preparations were soon made. The king, with his household, went forth, 
many of the people accompanying him, and tarried in a place that was 
far off-somewhere in the wilderness of Judea (2 Sam. xv. 13-23, and 
xvi. 2). 

They formed a weeping company. To witness their beloved Mc,narch 
thus driven into exile, and to leave the city of their fathers and its 
sacred associations, occasioned grief which must have been intensified 
by their inability to render him any efficient help .. 

Da, id was now unable to visit Gibeon, the resting-place of the 
Tabernacle-the Sanctuary that was so dear to his heart, and in the 
crdinance8 of which he had eo often beheld " the power and glory " of 
Jehovah. He, however, well knew that Divine manifestations are not 
confined to localities, and prayed that these might be vouchsafed in 
the "dry and thirsty land " of his enforced sojourn. Soul-thirst is also 
still experienced by true and tried believers, who find in this Ps~lm 
fitting expressit,n for the sorrows of their hearts. To its six opemng 
words attention is now directed, "0 God, Thou art my God.'' 

This confession of faith in God makes manifest an experience. of 
His precious truth in the heart. "The Lord is the portion of mrne 
inheritance and of my cup : Thou maintainest my lot. . . . ~ have 
a goodly heritage" (Psa. xvi. 5). "The Lord is my portion, satth my 

• The a.hove, which was fe.voure.bly reviewed in our pages two years since, is 
replete with evangelical instruction e.nd comfort. It is e.ttre.ctively got up aod 
may still be had of the Author for 6d., post free. 
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soul" (Lam. iii. 24). "When the Lord separated the sons of Adam, He 
set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of 
Israel. For the Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is the lot ol His 
inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in a waste howling 
wilderness; He led him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the 
apple of His eye. . . . The Lord alone did lead him, and there was no 
strange god with him" (Deut. xxxii. 8-10). According to this 
Scripture, those who confe~s out of their believing heart, saying, " 0 
God, Thou art my God," have been chosen of God, found of God, led of 
God, taught of God, and kept of God. They have had fellowship with 
Him, and this confession comes from a soal that knows Him and 
has seen " His power and glory " both as a God and a Saviour. 

There is here no uncertain sound. "Thou art my God." Some of 
God's people have not such a measure of assurance as to speak so con
fidently of their spiritual heritage, yet may, nevertheless, have "the 
faith of God's elect." The confidence expressed arises from the believer's 
experience of the grace of God in the heart. If this certain sound is 
lacking in our testimony to-day, it would be well for us to retrace our 
steps, and mark how the Lord first brought us to love and fear Him. 
Let us recall the time when the Holy Ghost first displayed the love and 
mercy of God to our broken and contrite hearts. How precious was 
Jesus then I We saw His power and His glory, as our Sin-bearer and 
Saviour. And by the power of God we have since been kept from evil, 
kept in the ways of God, kept amid fiery trials, and through deep 
waters of trouble. In paths of peace and in ways of pleasantness Goa 
has manifested His" power and His glory" to our contemplative minds. 
How glorious has His favour appeared to our believing souls, through 
Jesus Christ ! In what we have experienced of His favour, of the mani
festations of His power, and of His wonderful mercy. lie3 the secret 
source of our ability LO say confidently :-" 0 God, Thou art my God." 

A personal and saving knowledge of God affords strength to endure 
the trials of life. We know our God will not fail as. "The strength of 
Israel will not lie." Circumstances may change, as in David's experience, 
and the doudy and dark day may settle down upon the mind; yet we 
can commit our spiritual experience to our God, and say, '' Thou hast 
been my help ; leave me not, neither foraake me, 0 God of my 
salvation" (Psa. xxvii. 9). Our soul's needs none can tell ; nor can 
aught beneath the sun satisfy them. It i3 a craving for which God 
alone is sufficient. Hence the plaintivti verse is true :-

" Lo, the frail vessel Thou hast me.de, 
No hand but Thine can fill; 

The waters of the earth he.ve failed, 
And I am thirsting still." 

None can give us strength to bear our cross after our Master but 
He who hatb said "I will be a God unto thee," and He will abide with 
~~~- . 

In the strange dispensation3 of God's providence He sometime~ 
permits His child to be deprived, like David, of the outward means of 
grace. Circumstance3 at times arise which occasion the cry, "All thes~ 
things are against me." The an"el of the Lord a,sur.id Paul, saying:, 
"There shall be no loss of any n~an's life among you, but of the ship," 
yet the tempestuous elements and the wreck of the vessel might 
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naturally ha,e caused the crew to despair of their rnfety. Amid the 
mysteries of providence, which to our mind appear to work so contrary 
to the Word upon which He causes our rnul to hope, let us not forget 
that" fire, and hail ; snow, and vapours ; winds and storms, all fulfil 
His Word'' (Psa. cxlviii. 8 ). What He has spoken to His people can
not pass away till all is verified. Whatever may be the course of our 
life, we have the comfort of knowing " that all things work together for 
good to them that love God " (Rom. viii. 28). Whether in adversity or 
prosperity, blessed, therefore, are they who from their heart can say, 

"0 non, THOU ART MY GOD." 

'' THE IRON DID SWIM.'' 
2 Kings vi. 6. 

BY c. H. SPURGEON. 

THE axe-head seemed hopelessly lost ; and being borrowed, the honour 
of the whole prophetic band was imperilled, and the name of their 

God likely to be compromised. Contrary to expectation, the iron was 
made to rise from the dep~h of the stream and to swim ; for things 
impossible with men are possible with God. 

I knew a man in Christ a few yearR since who was called to under
take a work far beyond his strength. It was so difficult ·that the bare 
thought of attempting it appeared lo involve absurdity. Yet his faith 
rose with the occasion. God honoured his faith. Unlooked-for aid 
came. "The iron did swim."* 

Another was in grievous financial straits. He could have met all 
claims and more, could he have realised a cert~in portion of his estate; 
but sudden pressure came upon him. In vain he sought the help of 
friends; but faith led him to the unfailing Helper. The trouble was 
thus averted. " The iron did swim." 

.A. third had to deal with a sorrowful case of depravity. He taught, 
reproved, warned, invited and interceded ; but all in vain. Old Adam 
was too strong for young Melnncthon. The stubborn spirit would not 
relent. Then came an agony of prayer, and a blessed answer was soon 
sent from heaven. The hard :Oeart was broken. "The iron did swim." 

Reader, What is thy case ? Hast thou a heavy matter in han~? 
Bring it hither. Elisha's God still lives to help His saints ; nor will 
He suffer thee to "lack any good thing." Believe, then, in "the Lord 
of hosts." .Approach Him in the name of Jesus; e.nd thou, too, sha)t 
see the finger of God working marvels. "According to thy faith be it 

unto thee" : and yet again shall the iron swim.-" EVENING BY 
EVENING," January 13th. 

* Written in 1867. The "man in Christ" was undoubtedly C. H. S. hims~If, 
but whether he refers to the wonderful way in which means were forthcoming 
for the erection of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, or the equally maryellous 
manner in which what was netided for the purchase of the land on wbu;,h ~be 
Stockwell Orphanage stands, and for the cost of the buildings that we.re ess_ent1e.l, 
is a matter of question. The reader is besought to compare the above wit~ the 
extra.et from the " Baptist Times and Freeman," on page 17 4, the prod uct1on of 
a former student of the beloved author's College. 
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1
' THE BAR ON THE HEART." 

AN EPISODE IN THE LIFE OF WILLIA)! HUNTINGTON. 

Part I.-Introductory. 
"This is the confidence (boldness) that we ha.vo in (towards or concerning) 

Him, that if we e.sk anything e.ccording to His will, He hea.reth us."-
1 John v. 14. 

PRAYER is the mightiest and most far-reaching influence which men 
can exert here. It, however, has its conditions and limitations, as 

this-one of the last references to the subject in the Bible-witnesses. 
Whether the phrase "according to His wi)l" should be conjoined with 
"we ask," or with "anything," is indeed a question ; whether, that is, 
we should understand that prayer, to be effectual, must, in its motive and 
spirit, ·accord with the will of God or-that what is desired must be what 
it is His sovereign pleasure to bestow-the learned must decide. Each 
having scholarly sanction, both may be considered as included in 
the text. 

SUCCESSFUL PRAYER. 

We thus learn that the power and prevalence of prayer depend on 
our presenting ourselves as petitioners in a right way and in a becoming 
spirit, and on our setting our hearts on such things only as our God 
'' de;igns to give." 

The manner of our drawin!{ near to God must be in Christ's name. 
A.part from Him we cannot approach the Father. It must be inspired 
by heart-felt belief in His existence and His bounty (Heh. Ii. 6). It 
must be humble and submis@ive. " Thy will be done" expresses Lhc 
feelings of all who are tallght of the Spirit to implore Bis favours. 
Without this, prayer would be the mere clamour of an imperiou, and 
disloyal heart-though many, alas, even of God's living children must 
own with shame that unbecoming utterances have escaped their poor lips 
in seasons of strain and sorrow. 

The things for which we pray mu~t also be in accordance with His 
will. It is obvious that we may want what it is not God's unalterab1e 
purpose to bestow. This fact should ever be remembered when we make 
uur '' requests known" to Him. It is only when our wishes and His 
will coincide that we shall have the petitions that we desired of Him. 
Prayer is solemn basine.s. Spiritually-minded persons are therefor..
always desirous to be guided to ask for what is according to Hi,; 
pleasure-and this not in the spirit of mere passive acquiescence in th .. 
inevitable, but, as Doddridge sings, with hearts that "welcome all His 
sovereign will, for all that will is love." 
. We may ask for right things in a wrong spirit ; or for wrong things 
in a right spirit. Against prayers of either sort our verse is directed. If 
we" regard iniquity in our hearts" (Psa. lxvi. 18); if our hands are 
unholy and we ask in wrath or temper (1 Tim. xi. 8 > ; if we merely cra\'e 
for temporal aagrandisement and the satisfaction of our natural desires 
(James iv. 3) ~ if our wandel"ing wishes oscillate between object and 
o?ject (James i. 6); if doubts rob our petitions of their force and 
~1rectness (1 Tim. ii. 8) ; or if, daunted by our first rebuff, we abandon 
further attempts as futile (Luke xviii. 1 )-we may as~ sincerely a~d 
earnestly, but we '' ask amiss." " Let not that man tb1nk that he mll 
receive anything of the Lord" (Jas. i. 7 ). 
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If, moreover, what we think we need, does not accord with the purpose 
and pleasure of our God to bestow, however strong our confidence and 
undismayed our importunity, our prayer cannot have an actual and direct 
answer. 

Parents frequently have to say "No" to their children. God has 
often to deny an earnest suppliant. Those may decline to give a reason 
for their refusal; God also may assign no reason for His. 

Here, however, for onr admonition and encouragement, Heaven's 
great general principle of giving and withholding is disclosed 

ACCORDING TO HIS WILL. 

This must mean either " His will " as He alone knows it, or as it is 
known to us. It cannot be the former, which He discloses to none, and 
l"l"hich cannot therefore, be a rule of conduct to any of His people. 

" Not angels the.t stand round the Lord 
Ce.n search His eeoret will." 

It will ever be a mystery, vast and inscrutable. It lies at the 
foundation of the structure of all human lives. It "shape3 our ends" 
and determines our destinies. It affects us at every point, but we are 
powerless to affect it. The names in "the Lamb's book of life" admit 
of no additions or erasures. It alone assigns limits to the acts of His 
pol"l"er, and the displays of His sovereign goodnes;i and mercy. " He 
doeth according to His will in the army of heaven and among the 
inhabitants of the earth ; and none can stay His hand or say unto Him 
'What doest Thou?'" (Dan. iv. 35). 

From the human 11tandpoint, it has no relation to prayer. If it is 
His will to bf stow, His favours are received, apart from our anticipations 
or petitions. If he determine to withbold, we can obtain nothing, how
ever vehement our desires for His gifts. We cannot therefore frame 
our petitions in accordance with His great comprehensive, all-embracing 
purpose, for, as a whole, we are ignorant of it. None can accelerate its 
developments or impede its operations-for " who bath resisted His will?" 
(Rom. ix. 19). 

He, however, in part makes it known to men, and to His will, thuA 
revealed, our text must refer. What may be known of it is 11scertained 
from the Scriptures, from Providence, and from the secret monitions of 
the Spirit to holy hearts. 

We pray '' according to His will " when we implicitly follow ~be 
te&chings of the Scriptures. These inform us of the principles on which 
He act8-the purposes which He pursues-and the persons whom He 
favours or opposes. In these things all true Christians, perforc~, 
acquiesce. To fling God's truth in His face, or to refuse to do l_l1s 
will while entreating His favour.,, would be rebellious folly. Men with 
hearts that are sound in His precepts obtain His ear at His throne. 
Others He cannot own or hear their prayers. 

We learn to pray according to His will by studying the intimations of 
His providential hand. The present not only explains the pas·, but 
prernges the future. " Coming events cast their shadows before" in a 
higher sense than the poet intended. God's actions follow in well
ordered Fequeoce. Hath He •• been mindful of us ?" He will bles9 us. 
Circmmtances which He ori!!"inated must be followed by others, _accord; 
ing to the Word of the Lord. Has "the day of trouble" dawned· 
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Special prayer is en joined and special deliverance promised (Psa. I. l:"i ). 
God is a God of or<ler in relation to the progressive operations or Ris 
unseen hJmd ; and those who regard it, often learn thus what His will is. 
The guidance of His eye surely extends to our prayers (Psa. xxxii. 8 ). 

We pray according to His will when we yield to the inner whispers 
of the Holy Spirit. Saints who enjoy much communion with God are 
often greatly favoured in this manner. " The meek will He guide in 
judgment," or the right perception of things. "The meek will He teach 
His way," for "the ~ecret of the Lord is with them that fear Him '' 
(Psa. xxv. 9, 14) Of warn He still seems to @ay, "Shall I hide from 
Abraham the thing that I do ?" (Gen. xviii. 17 ). Strange previsions of 
the future ar,. accorded to their minds in prayer, and they know by 
mystic revelation what course the conduct of God will take. 

This is a delicate and difficult subject. Infatuation has overpre3sed 
it. 'l'he delusions of the devil have been mistaken for Divine disclosures. 
The fact, however, remains-God does @till at times favour His people with 
a strange uplifting of. the veil which hides much from those who know 
little of. such experiences. Prayer in dire extremities has been attended 
with con:fidente as to its answer. Petitions for what the natural mind 
craved, which were .seemly and right in themselve@, have been prohibited 
and silenced, from a persuasion as confident, that it was not God's ple3sure 
to do what was desired. '' Pray not thou for the people, for 1 will not 
hear thee" (Jer. vii. 16, and xi. 14), Eaid the Lord to His favoured 
servant, To Jeremiah, therefore, it would have been as wrong to "lift 
up a cry or prayer for them " as it would have been for Samuel, under 
other circumstances, to have" ceased to pray for them'' (1 Sam. xii. 23). 

In subsequent disregard of this solemn prohibition, Jeremiah, how
ever, attempted to obtain a renewal of the Divine favour for the nation 
which it was not, at that time, God's purpose to bless. In vain. A.ccess 
to the throne on their behalf was wholly barred, in spite of his anguishing 
earnestness. "Also when I cry and shout, He shutteth out my prayer" 
(Lam. iii. 8). 

An intimation of the Lord's pl.idsure is thus paramount with all 
who, while anxious to .move the Di vine throne, are as solicitous not to be 
'· unwise '' as they are to understand•" what the will of the Lord is" 
(Eph. v. 17). 

PRAYt,;R WHEN GOD Hll)ES HIMSELF. 

These truths do not,. however, cover all the ground. We have at 
times to pray iu, the dark, withou~ the slightest prevision of what the 
will of the Lord is in relatiou to what we need. We know not what 
step we should take ; what will truly benefit us ; the form of blessing 
~ost desirable for those for whom we would pray ; or the Lord's pleasure 
m relation to t,he evangelical labours of ourselves and olhers. The 
oracles are dumb ; providences are mysterious ; the Lord is silent unto 
us. Then our only resource is snbmissiou to God's unknown will, and 
a desire to lie passive in 1:iis hands. 

" He will do all His pleasure." This fact should largely affect our 
attitude and actio!l in prayer. " He is iu one mind, and who can turn 
Him ?" His purposes cannot be modified by our supplications, or prayer 
w.ould be dictatiou rather than petition. We can only confess the Lord's 
right to act as seemeth good to Him, and, having urged our requests in 
Christ's name, leave all else to " the Sovereign Ruler of the skies." A 

p 
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prayer is a wish referred to God, hence-following their Divine Master-
the saints have invariably qualified their most earnest petitions with the 
the words, "Nevertheless, not what I will, but what Thou wilt" 
(Mark xiv. 36). 

When the soul is thus" alone on a wide, wide sea," as the writer's hes 
often bee~, we can only be~ for strength to sit still, and entreat to b~ kept 
from umnse words and act10ns, and even from unseemly and unsp1rrtual 
prayers. In due time, the light that "is sown for the righteous " will 
irradiate our path, and grace will again teach our souls !tow and for 
what to pray "according to God's will." 

Men that profess to be always able to cast their burden on the Lord 
are little to be trusted. One who we know is in heaven, cried "0 that 
I knew where I might find Him" (Job xxiii. 2), nor was he the last to 
mourn '' an absent God." The grace of prayer will be bestowed as it is 
needed ; and when God's people find it " in th.iir hearts tJ pray any 
prayer unto Him " (2 Sam. vii. 27) they will assuredly experience what 
is described in this passage. Prayers that are pumped up out of the 
reservoir of nature avail nothing. Prayers that "bubble up" spon
taneously from hearts that the Spirit has exercised (Pea. xiv. 1) must 
prevail, " because He maketh intercession for the saints according to 
the will 0f God " (Rom. viii. 27). 

MISAPPREHENSIONS AS TO THE NATURE_ OF PR.A.YER. 

These considerations, if duly weighed, will demonstrate the worse 
than folly of much that is often advanced on the subject. 

When Spurgeon, in the autumn of 1890, lay seriously ill,· all-day 
prayer meetings for his recovery were held at his Tabernacle, at one of 
which this petition was offered by the Rev. F. B. Meyer, a popular 
London minister :-" Lord, Thou bast said thBt ' whatever we bind on 
€arth shall be bound in heaven'; and we, assembled here on earth, bind 
Thee to restore Thy servant to health, and that ' right soon.' " 

A.gain, fonr hours only before the great preacher was called borne, and 
when he was already in the comatose condition which invariably precedes 
<leatb from the disease from which he suffered, the congregation at· the 
Tabernacle were assured by Dr. Pierson, who occupied the rostrum, that 
he was absolutely certain that their minister would not die, such faith 
had he in the prayer he had just offered, and to which they had 
responded. 

Yet fnrther, Professor Finney was wont to object to the phrase
~• And this we humbly ask, if it be Thy will," when introduced into 
;public prayers for the success of Gospel service3." This his present 
representative, Dr. Torrey, has recently re-echoed. We (he urges)know 
·God's will from His Word. He wills that men should be saved, and 
offers mercy to all with this intent. The meaning of our "asking accord
•ing to His will "is therefore simply that we should frame our petitions 
-on Bible lines ; and, when this is done, there need be no reservation of 
any kind.• 

* Many Arminians plead a spurious text in prayer. Lord, Thou hast said that 
"if any agree on earth to ask anything touchmg the Kingdom, it she.11 be done 
for them." This they regard as ensuring specie.I answers to petitions for the success 
-of eve.ngelical efforts. Needless to say the.t the words are the invention of men, 
and are wholly unscripture.l. 
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Let the spiritually-minded reader ponder these things, and enquire 
whether men who utter such absurdities can really be taught and Jed by 
the Holy Spirit in this matter. 

If spared till next month, we will examine Huntington's little-known 
"Joy of Faith in the Shadow of Death," in which this aubject is ably 
and experimentally handled by a "master in Israel." 

PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

" For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the dea.th of 
His Son ; much more being reconciled, we sba.11 be saved by His life."
Rom. v. 10. 

IT pleased God to give the fullest display of His Gospel to the Church 
through the mind, heart, and pen of the great apostle of the Gentiles. 

To him was given an "abundance of revelations," by means of which 
the Church has been enriched in all ages. In his Epistle to the Romans 
the great fundamental truth of Justification is discussed ·at large, and 
with great fulness, so as it is not treated in any other portion of the 
sacred Word. We regard the prayerful study of this epistle as es~ential 
to all who desire to show themselves " workmen that need not to be 
ashamed," and would commend it to every Christian. The words at 
tbe head of this paper are comprehensive: They rP.mind believers of 
their past condition, express their present state, and assure them of their 
future safety. 

The words, as it were, take us by the hand and lead us to review 

OUR PAST CONDITION. 

"When we were enemies." In verse 6 we are described as having 
been "ungodly," and in verse 8 as '' sinners." (The first word is thus 
explained by Bullinger :-" One who has no reverence for sacred things; 
godless, without fear and reverence before God; not merely irreligious, 
but he who actually practises the opposite of what God demands." 
The same author thus explains the second word :-" Erring from the 
way or mark, erring from the divine law, sinful ; as subst., one who 
thus errs, a sinner; transgressor.") These a.re terrible charges, and 
indicate a sad condition. But the word employed in the text
" enemies "-and the word our translators have used appears to give the 
exact meaning of the original-goes beyond them both, and reaches an 
awful climax in wickedness-haters of Go:i ! Can anything more 
.fearful be imao'ined ? 

This word° accurately describes our past condition.. '' The carnal 
mind," "the minding of the flesh," and until a man is regenerated he 
{ioes nothing but mind the flesh. " The carnal mind is enmity against 
God ; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be" 
(Rom. viii. 7). This witness is true, although the sinner may not be 
<)onscious of its truth, and deny its accuracy. The enmity may lie con
cealed at the boLtom of his beart in a torpid state, as some noxious 
repti~es sleep in the cold season ; . but it i~ ther~ none ~he less? a~1d only 
requires an exciting cause to discover itself m all its mahgmty. A 
minister once, speaking to a miller of his acquaintance, a natural man, 
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pressed this trnth home upon his attention. "No, sir," said theimilter 
" I don't hate God, I confess I am not all I ought to be, but I lov; 
God; I don't hate Him." No amount of argument would move him 
from this position. Not long afterwards, the mill, which he owned 
and by which he obtained his li\ling, caught fire. There was no 
available supply of w11ter to quench the fla1nes ; and, as he saw bii. 
property consume away before his eyes, he lifted his face heavenwards 
and cursed God. The exciting cause revealed the enmity which before
time lay hid in his heart .. 

But this awful enmity doEs manifest itself more or less clearly in 
every unregenerate life. It is apparent to the enlightened mind in the 
heart-alienation from God seen in every natural man. He is "not 
subject to the law "-the rule, the authority-" of God." The natura1 
mind rebels against the sovereignty of God. The first temptation had 
this bait, "Ye shall be as gods.'' From the fall man has desired to be 
a god unto himself. He cannot and will not brook to be under the rule 
of his qrea~or ; and when . the holy and just law of God is brought 
before his mmd, and the claims and supremacy of God pressed upon his 
attention, although he may dissemble, in his heart he hates the holy, 
just, and good God, as the very opposite of what he himself is consciou~ 
that he is. This enmity is the root of all sin, and without a change of 
heart man can never be subject to God or on terms of amity with Him. 

Believers are reminded that this was their original, sad and desperate 
condition. They recognise the truth of the description, and are not un
frequently appalled as they ''-look to the rock whence they have been 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence they have been digged," by 
sovereign invincible grace. They know that in their natural condition 
they were estranged from God, and " enemies by wicked works." 

The remembrance of our low original serves for many excellent pur
poses. By it we are kept humble. "That thou maye~t remember, and 
be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy 
shame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, 
saith the Lord God" (Ezek. xvi. 63). It also magnifies the grace which 
has saved us. The worse our condition, the richer the grace that has 
delivered us therefrom. It is not only that there wag no worth in us to 
elicit the favour of God, but His grace hef! surmounted the mountains 
of our wickedness, and overleaped the most awful provocations; Adam 
originally owed every good thing he poseessed to his Creator's free 
goodness. But for God to pardon our transgressions, subdue our 
enmity, and bestow upon us greater and richer blessings than those we 
had forfeited by our sine, this is grace indeed I This excites love, 
admiration, praise, and thanksgiving in the highest degree. It serves 
also as an encouragement, Fresh discoveries and proofs of the u~ter 
badness of our nature try our faith sharply, and we are ready to thmk 
that surely God will cast us.off. But He regarded us mercifully when 
we were at enmity with Him. Surely, then, now that with all our 
faults we desire to Jove and fear Him, He will not take His mercy from 
us. Worse we could not be than we were when in our nature's st~te, 
3.nd yet " He loved us even when we were dead in sin." Then, ha~mg 
quickened us, He will never forsake the work of His own grac10us 
hands. 

(To be concluded, D. V., in our next.) 
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OR, LmHT FRO)I THE PAST o;--. A PRESENT-DAY PROBLEM. 
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" A fool uttereth 11,' 1 his mind ; but e. wise me.n keepeth it in till e.fterwe.rds. '' 
-Proverbs x:xix. 11. 

"Plie.ble is a.II for pushing on, me.king e. stir, cree.ting e. noise. He attends 
revive.I servic~s, e.nd likes to he.ve them protracted. When the fit is on him, he 
would be willing to be up a.II night, to turn his house out of windows, and to do 
a.U me.nner of extraordinary things, a.II to show how full of zeal he is. Bllt, in e. 
little while, it will be a.II over. It is like the cre.ckling of thorns under a pot, 
which burn so .fie_rcely that they me.ke the pot boil over e.nd put the fire out."
.(), H. SPUBGEON, " Pictures from Bunye.n." 

IN our last, we told brie-fly, b_ ut we trust accurately, the story of the 
R~vival of 1858-1860. Is it possible to view what then occurred in 

what Carlyle styles "a dry light," and to 9-etermine as to 
ITS SOURCE, WHETHER SUPERNAL OR INFERNAL ? 

The opinions of weighty Christians on what occurred greatly 
varied. Some ascribed it wholly to the devil ; others regarded it as 
the result of an unprecedented outpouring of the Spirit. It is 
probable that its source was Divine, but that the adversary was 
permitted to interfere with and mar the work. The wheat, in the 
first instance, wa'I good, but the enemy sowed tares (Matt. xiii. 26). 
When Satan cannot counteract the operations of God, he frequently 
counterfeits them. He works on excitable minds and incites a frenzy 
that appears like holy fervour. Rant and cant are obtruded in place of 
the sighs of broken hearts and the groans of contrite spirits. On the 
whole, we believe that there was the working both of Divine power and 
of infernal influence in the movement we have described. 

To Divine power we ascribe the many unquestionable conversiom to 
God which were effected in unprecedented and unparalleled ways. To 
the craft and subtlety of the devii we attribute the supposed converaions 
which not only proved transient, but terminated in a state far worse than 
that of ordinary unregeneracy and sin. Some who were arouse~d by the 
clamour and excitement crept with their broken hearts to Christ and 
obtained mercy. Othera, alarmed by warnings of the present and future 
consequences of sin, ga.ve, as they supposed, their hearts to God and experi
enced a sudden conversion. A religion of the noisiest and most obtrmive 
f~rm followed. Many of_ these, however, lapsed into flagrant and 
diabolic evil-doing, and died hardened and sullen, or blaspheming God and 
r~ving at those who had deluded them into making the profession of 
piety which had led to their moral and social ruin.• 

PERliA.NENT RESULT!;. 

It is astonishing that so few permanent results followed this 
wonderful and widespread movement. 

• If the writer may indulge the humble hope the.t he we.s ever put "e.mong 
the children," it we.s at this t'ime-through e. few of the last drops of "the 
showers of blessing" falling on his soul. The mysterious influence which 
affected him-the grace which he would fa.in believe " te.ught his soul to pre.r " 
~proceeded from no minister or eve.ngelist. He heard me.ny preachers with 
4nterest, but few sermons ea.me with power to his soul e.nd to none can he 
11?cribe his conversion. It wa.s of the Lord a.lone if ever he we.s ea.lied into the 
light. 
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In Ireland the thousands of tabulated conversions led to no apparent. 
increase in the vital religion of the localities which were rnpposed to 
have been centres of blesf:ing. Ere long the cry of feebleness and lament 
coldness, carelessness, and flagrant irreligion was once more heard. A few' 
individual conversions were certainly affected. "As many as were 
ordained unto eternal lire believed," and were •• returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of their souls"; but society was little affected, and 
sin was once more dominant. 

In Wales the Revival had a similar sequel. A withering blight was 
observable in the Churches which had been most roused. The truth was 
little regarded and the enthusiasm waned into pitiable apathy. Linger
ing memories of Christmas Evans, Williams of Wern, John Elias, o: 
William Breeze, passed from the minds of reputed Christians, and the 
semi-Pelagianism, which has increased to this day, prevailed. 

We have been informed both by a godly clergyman and by a brother 
of our own " faith and order" that the docLrines of distinguishing grace 
are now practically unknown in Wales; nor can we hear of one gathering 
of truth-loving and experimental Uhristians in the whole Principality. 
Between those Methodists who are avowedly Arminian and those that 
retain the title of Calvinistic no essential difference, as we hear on good 
authority, exists. 

In Scotland, we learn from Dr. W. G. Blaikie in his "After Fifty 
Years ''-a. record of the early decades of the Free Church of Scotland
that "in 1859 the interest in Divine things was remarkable. Tber., 
were in many parts great awakenings under Brownlow North, and it 
seemed to many as if a millennial day were dawning. But gradually the
spirita&J thermometer sank to its ordinary level" (page 81). 

In England, in the early sixties, the FrEe Churches soon relapsed 
into coldness and apathy ; by far the most depressed, feeble, and 
inoperative being those that but a few years before had been most worked
up into the fever-heat of unprecedented excitement. 

With some exceptions, the happiest and most earnest causes were 
those of sterling and experimental truth, which, under the wise guidance 
of their godly ministtrs, had kept from the dubious Revival and 
its weird inflnencee. 

In the Editor's" John Hazelton-A Memoir," the subject is referred 
to, and the conduct of this saintly minister in relation to these things is 
described. Our spiritually-minded readers, if they are wise, will follow 
bis holy example in the present day.• 

"WE, according to oar capacity and light, vocalise the Gospel; Go?" 
only, by earrying it to the heart with power, can vitalise it, and make it 
the word of life."-W. J. S. 

IT is allotted to some to do God's will by service, and to others by 
suffering. To the majority of His people the path of sorrow is the 
safest.-Rufus. 

• In preparing the above, the writer has relied on his fairly accurate memory
of Richard Weaver, William Carter, Lord Re.detock, J. D. Smith, o.nd others. 
The Baptist Messenger for 1857 to 1861 he.a been consulted, e.s has Dr. W. G. 
Blaikie's "After Fifty Years." 
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A TOKEN AND ITS TEACHING. 
''SHOW me a token for good" was David's prayer" in the day of 

his trouble," when the "assemblies of violent men sought after 
his soul." This was not, as is sometimes supposed, a petition that be 
might be indulged with some inward and evidential sign of bis interest 
in the salvation of God, precious though such experimental indications 
are to all to whom the Lord is dear. It rather expressed his desire that 
bis God would originate some providential event, so striking and signifi
cant that even his enemies might observe it, and "be ashamed" (Psa. 
lxxxvi. 17). 

Nor was David alone in prizing such manifestations of his Heavenly 
Father's protecting care. Full often still doth faith cry, "Show Thy 
marvellous lovingkindness, 0 Thou that savest by Thy right hand 
them that put their trust in Thee." Full often do grace-taught hearts 
view with astonishment events that demonstrate how comprehensive 
is His wisdom, and how wonderful His love ; and full often do trembling 
lips tune anew the strain-" By this I know that Thou favourest me." 

Such tokens are, moreover, occurrences, small in themselves, which 
owe their interest and significance to their connection with other objects 
of paramount importance. The transmutation of the rod of Moses into 
a serpent (Exod. iv. 3, 4) ; the action of the dew upon the fleece that 
Gideon left exposed (Judges vi. 36-40); the murmuring of the wind 
rn the tops of the mulberry trees at Rephaim (2 Sam. v. 24) ; the 
return of the shadow ten degrees upon the dial of Ahaz (Isa. xxxviii. 8), 
were but trivial mcidents in themselves, yet how precious as indicating 
the presence and good-will of the great God of heaven and earth ! They 
manifested that he was, in the plenitude of His power and grace, on the 
very premises that His troubled people occupied, and assured them of 
His intention to do greater things for and by them. They read infinite 
love in the changed rod, the drenched .wool, the whispering leaves, and 
the retreating shadow, and their faint and fluttering hearts grew calm 
and strong. 

'• Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples," and what 
true child of God has not sought and obtained similar signs of His 
lovingkindness ? 

An anecdote, the authenticity of which is unquestionable, pleasingly 
exemplifies these important truths. 

About a hundred and forty years ago, Joseph Hart was the minister 
of Jewin Street Chapel, London. His career had been singular; his 
experience almost unparalleled ; while his knowledge of the letter of the 
Gospel, combined with his acquaintance with its savour and power, 
must have given to his sermons a weight and unction of wl.iich an idea 
may be formed from his pathetic and heart-searcl.iing hymns. For 
seven years only was he permitted to feed the blood-bought flock of God, 
and in May, 1768, his voice was hushed in death. The people "'.ho 
gathered round him were, we are sure, for the most part, true and tried 
Christians, for none but such would, or could, appreciate a ministry so 
solemn and Christ-exalting. 

One of their number, Mrs. Hannah Porter, was, in 176G, bereaved 
of an affectionate husband, after only ten days illness; and it devo)ved 
on her to maintain herself and her four little cl.iildren by her unaided 
industry. Having some knowledge of the ivory-turning business (which 
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ber husband had followed.), she ventured, in the feat· of God, to take the 
premises at No. 44G, Strand, and to open a sbop in this line. 

Doubtless her expectations were lowly. Very possibly she knew and 
acquiesced in her Pastor's OITn lines-

" Gree.t things we a.re not here to cre.ve; 
But if we food e.nd raiment ha.ve, 

Should lea.rn to be therewith content. 
Into the world we nothing brought, 
Nor ca.n we from it carry aught; 

Then walk the we.y your Me.ster went." 

To "provide thin~:s honest in the sight of all men " was, however, 
no easy task for tile young widow. The times were hard, the neces
saries of life scarce and dear, aud the struggle for exi,tence severe. 

One morning her trouble was unusually great. Her taxes were 
overdue. She had received a pressing demand for them, and an intima
tion that the Collector would call that day, but she had not wherewith 
to pay him. " In her distress" she besought the Lord to help her, and 
send her what she so urgently required for this purpose. IL was at this 
juncture that "a token for good '' was shown her, io a way so singular 
as to be worthy of record. • 

That very morning a young woman entered the shop to purchase 
some trifling article, for which she paid in copper money and immedi
ately departed. As Mrs. Porter was about to put the coine into her till, 
a peculiarity in one of the halfpence attracted her , attention. She 
sounded it, and it returned a dull, hollow noise, and, to her surprise, 
parted into two, proving to be really an ingeniously m&de box, in one of 
the halves of which, nestling in a receptacle prepared to contain it, was 
a quarter-guinea-a small gold coin then current. 

Her first anxiety was to restore this precious little curiosity to 
the person who had parted wi1h it, in evident ignorance of its value. 
Going to the door, she looked out, but the young woman had disappeared. 
The singularity of the circumstance then began to impress the widow's 
mind. Following, as it did, her earnest prayer for Divioe help, she was 
led to recognise God's band in the matter. Her faith was strengthened 
and her heart assured that He would not fail her in her present trial. 
X or was she disappointed. Ere long, other customers came in, the price 
of whose purchases more than made up the sum she required. The 
young woman never returned to claim her treasure, and all endeavours 
to trace her failed. 

Providence continued to smile on Mrs. Porter's business, nor was she 
ever compelled to part with what had proved so signal a token for good. 

Not long since, the halfpenny, preserved as a precious relic in the 
family, was shown to us. It lay beside another of the same date, and, 
save that the image and superscription were unusually clear, presen~ed 
no external features of interest. It still easily parts asunder, disclosmg 
a quarter-guinea of George III., dated 1762. . . 

Christian reader, hast thou learned the secret of a life of faith 
in thy Heavenly Father ? He "is good : a stronghold in the day ?f 
trouble; and He knowetb them that trust in Him." Dost thou trust in 
Him, with patient confidence "committing thy way unto Him" in all 
things? Then He will not leave thee to thyself in ~orrow's gloomy hour, 
but show thee in some way how neu and dear thou art to Him. Art 
thou a stranger to His salvation ? Then how poor thou arc, I What 
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wilt thon do in the day of thy calamity, "when other helpers fail and 
comforts flee " ? May it be His pleasure to show thee that thou art a 
poor Lielpless sinner, and to bring thee to His beloved Son that thou 
mayest obtain mercy through Him. ' 

Our story has, moreover, a postscript. Among the children of that 
gracious wom~n was a_ little boy who, in due ·course, grew up and 
became a mamfested child of God ; and 1t was from his dau"hter who 
herself had long been favoured to know and love the Lorj, th~t we 
learned what we have related. Grace, it is true, is not hereditary. It 
does not run in the blood, bat how often does it in the line ! Godly 
parents are thus encouraged to bring their loved ones to Him who has 
said "one generation shall praise His name to another, and shall declare 
His mighty acts." 

May I and mine, and thou and thine, dear reader, be interested in 
His great salvation I A Loxno~ PASTOR. 

"IN DUE SEASON YE SHALL REAP, IF YE FAINT NOT." 

WHAT a sweet promise here we read, 
T' encourage those who stand, 

Strong in the Lord, to sow the seed 
Supplied from His own hand. 

The Gospel seed will never fa.ii 
Where God prepares the ground ; 

His Word at all times doth prevail, 
And joy and peace abound. 

Rejoice, ye workers in the field, 
The promise is for you; 

The barren soil will shortly yield 
Fruits nourished by the dew. 

For God will send his gracious showers 
Upon the seed that's sown. 

And buds will blossom into flowers, 
Which He will bless and own. 

Coggeshall. 

Help us, dear Lord, to look to Thee, 
And prove the promise sweet ; 

Waiting Thy time and Thy decree, 
And lee.rning e.t Thy feet. 

' ALICIA." 

"HE RESTORETH MY SouL " (Psa. xxiii. 3).-" It is all of grace 
from first to last, if we are saved ; and how solemnly we have to 
feel that grace alone can bring us out of the deplorable conditions 
of mind into which we often get. At times I have had to learn this in 
real experience. I am just now walking in the light a little more; seeing 
my way a little more (clearly); and believing a little more that the end 
will be well. This is (of) grace: whereas my previous darkness, my 
:nistrust of God and the fear that all tb,ings were against me, were not 
(of) grace but (of) the Devil and my (own) unbelief."-Bemin!lton's 
Jfemorial, page 45. 

GoD ALONE CAN REVEAL Hrs OwN GRACE rn OUR HEARTS.-" We 
sometimes seem, according to our feelings, to be as destitute of real 
~vidence of grace as the spiritually dead. From this, we learn that it is 
Just as much God's work to show us our evidences as it is His work to 
quicken us into life (at first) and .implant real evidences of grace within 
us."-Hemington's Memorial, p. 42. 

REVERENCE AND GODLY FEAR (Heb. xii. 28).-Reverence is a holy 
abasement of the soul in Divine worship. Godly fear is a religions 
awe in the soul in holy duties-from a consideration of the great danger 
there is in sinful miRcarriages in the worship of God.-Tryon's " Ou·en 
on the Hebrews." 
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THE MAINSPRING OF PRAYER: A FRAGMENT. 
'' Then went King David in and sat before the Lord."-2 Sam. vii. 18. 

TO "·hat extremes will people go ! . What rasli assertions do they 
make! A good woman once said to me," We must have our 

pr_ayers squeezed out of us." Her meaning was that, unless pressing 
tnals were ur;on us, \'l'e did not pray. At the time, tllis struck me as 
not full weight, and that it would not abide tile scales of the sanctuary 
and the experiences of the children of God. 

There was not much pressure of trouble upou the Psalmist when, as 
we read, '· Then went King David in and sat before the Lord." In the 
first ,erse we read that "the King ~at in his house, and the Lord had 
gi,en liim rest round about." There was, therefore, not much trouble 
at that time to crush his heart, but rather the pressure of a promise, and 
gratitude and desire. 

In fact, prayer may be drawn out as well as groans-that is, prayers 
forced ont of an anguished spirit. 

In my own experience I have frequently found that a heavy 
trouble for a time seemed to stun me, until the Holy Spirit came 
in with His reviving influence. Then, and not till then, was I again 
able to breathe out prayers to God. 

Thus it was in a most painful bereavement. I felt stunned and 
stupefied, until these words were gently breathed into my soul ; 

"Forbear, my friends, to weep, 
Since death has lost its sting." 

It is then. after all, not the circumstances, painful or pleasant which 
make us pray, but the Holy Spirit, as the spirit of supplication. All 
real vital prayer, at any time, proceeds-from Him. Never would Jonah 
have looked again to God's Holy Temple had not the Holy Spirit 
caused him in his depths, and when fainting, to remember the 
Lord. 

Many years ago, I was, in feeling, where Jeremiah was-in the deepest 
distress (Sam. iii.). Then I felt a breathing come into my heart. ·• I 
called ui:on Thy Name, 0 Lord, out of the low dungeon." I hope I 
could truthfully add, " Thon drewest near in the day that I called upon 
thee: Thou saidst. Fear not." 

Many days have passed since then. Many times have I been in the 
low dungeon ; many times has it seemed as if a stone were cast upon 
me, to seal the dungeon ; many times have waters gone over my head. 
Yet many times has a breath of prayer come into me in this drowning. 
dying state. I bave cried again and again out of these deep places, and 
the Lord has revived me, '' at my breathing, at my cry."-Grey 
H azlerig_q. 

CoKTIKU.H CONFLICT.-" I scarcely know a day in which I do not 
get more or less emptied, stripped and pulled down, and feel more. or 
less of reproof and rebuke ; [m which I do not experience J a wre'lthng 
• not with flesh and blood, but with principalities and powers and spiritual 
wickedness in high places.' No sooner does one obtain a little victory 
than there is another cry : 'To the battle-field again.' "-Hemington's 
llfemorial, page G5. 
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NATURE AND GRACE,-" Nature is often very pious without there 
being a particle of grace ; but it cannot att~in to spirituality of mind 
and heart. A foant~in can never rise higher than the reservoir from 
which it is supplied, nor can the flesh ever attain to the life of God in 
the soul."-Joltn Hazelton. 

R~VIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 
Owen's Exposition of the Epistle to 

the Hebrews. An Abridgment. By 
M. J. 'fryon, Stamford. (See Ad
vertisement.) Second notice. 

WE can hardly over-rate the 
works of the Puritans. They were 
emphatic Protestants. Many whom 
they knew in their youth remem
bered the dying faces of some who 
had " played the man" in the fires 
of martyrdom. To them, therefore, 
the apostate Church was not only 
the embodiment of a lie from Hell, 
but a most hateful system of cruelty 
and persecution, to be withstood at 
all hazards. Many-like Owen him
self-were most intelligent and pro-
1wunced Dissente1·s. They had 
weighed the claims of the Anglican 
Hierarchy in the balance and found it 
wanting. They saw its full develop
ment in the reigns of the Stuart 
kings. They contemplated it, under 
the dominion of Laud and like
minded men-not beaming and be
nevolent as in the present day-
out acting in a way so bigotted, 
tyrannical and cruel, as to demand 
the most determined opposition. 
They were intensely godly, and pro
found students of the Inspired 
Volume. They were assiduous but 
,judiciously elective 1·eaders of a 
vast range of literature, and scho
lars of high acquirements and 
powers. Hence their thoughts were 
comprehensive and deep, and their 
theological productions are of 
high value. 

Their weakness lay in their fre
quent pedantry, their discursive
ness, and in their lack of senten
tiousness and point, which often 
renders their books uninviting and 
uninteresting to any who cannot 
give them careful and close perusal. 
Thus God, in His high Sovereignty, 
while He vouchsafed to these men 
the light of truth to a marvellous 
degree, withheld from them the 
ability to express themselves in lucid 
and attractive English. 

The admirable art of pri:cis-writing 

has been happily applied to many 
standard works, such as Butler's 
Analogy, Hooker's Ecclesiastical 
Polity, Pearson on the Creed, or 
Locke on the Understanding, to the 
advantage of many. A few religious 
,,·orks have been so treated, of 
which Ness's Arminianism, by J. 
Andrews Jones, is a well-known ex
ample, and were the principal of 
Huntington's writings so dealt with, 
how great would those that love the 
truth be benefited. 

The book before us is, as we before 
explained, Owen's great Exposition 
of the Hebrews, ably abridged and 
modernised. 

A sample will best exemplify its 
character. On Christ's sitting down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high (Heb. i. 3), Owen observes that 
two things are intended, the secoml 
being "His inexpressible majesty 
aud glory. God on His throne, is 
God in the full manifestation of His 
own glorious majesty. On the right 
hand sits the Mediator; yet so as 
that He also is ' in the midst of the 
throne' (Rev. v. 6). How little can 
our weak undertanding comprehend 
of His majesty ! It is not His mle 
and authority, but His safety, 
majesty and glory, which accompany 
them, that are here intended, as 
represented by the magnificent 
throne of Solomon. Beside, the 
Apostle is not treating of the kingly 
power of Christ, but of His sacerdotal 
office ; and the glory that ensued 
upon the discharge itself." This, 
and much more to the like effect, is 
to be found in Dr. Williams's revised 
and abridged edition of the great 
Exposition. In the present work it 
is further condensed-and we are 
told that of the two things here in
tended of the Christ of God, the 
second is "His majesty and glory 
inexpressible. How little can our 
weak understandings apprehend (a 
far preferable word to • compre
hend') of His majesty." 

In this way it has been sought to 
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preserve and present the essential 
trains of thought, while ideas which 
are of seeonrlary importance, and 
which the illustrious Divine loved 
to throw ont with so lavish a hand, 
are omitted. Ai times rare ability 
is manifosted in expressing in a few 
terse terms the contents of a long 
,paragraph, as in the note on ·• For 
He is faithful that promised·• (chap. 
x. 53). 

In places, ho,ve,er, improvements 
might be suggested. Why preserve 
·Owen's bad grammar in this very 
passage, the " nature . . . as are 
suited?" Why retain the archaic 
form of the preposition "to " and 
continually use "unto," which, 
though perhaps still permissible in 
very solemn and elevated composi
tion, has here a somewhat stilted, if 
not grotesque, effect? And lastly, 
how can it he claimed that "the 
exact words of the author arc pre
ser,·ed" since Owen, as is well 
known, left untouched the last 
clause of the sixth verse of 
the sixth chapter, "Seeing they 
crucify to themseh·es the Son of 
God," etc., while a somewhat long 
-opening-up of the awful words ap
pears in this abridgment? Good 
though it certainly is, its authorship 
should have been stated. 

On the whole, however, we com
mend it as a valuable addition to 
any Christian's library. Our copy 
shall, if God pleases, have an 
honourable place among our own 
books till sight fail and memory 
departs. 

A Memorial of Chades Hemington, 
comprising a Biographical Sketch, 
by J. K. Popham, of Brighton. 
Letters and Sermons, with Por
trait. Cloth, price one shilling and 
sixpence, or with gilt edges two 
shillings net; postage threepence. 
London: Farncombe, Imperial 
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C. 

THE name of this hououred man of 
God, will, while memo1·y holds her 
seat, be enshrined in our heart, a 
sermon delivered by him in Gower
street Chapel in 1871 having been 
made a very special blessing to our 
soul. We indeed never troubled 
him by informing him of the fact 
till, being called to address him on 
another subject in the autumn of 
1903, we ventured to break the 
silence of thirty-two yearH, and re
ceived a kind reply. l t is thus our 

p1·ivilcg·e to love some in the Lord 
who do not know us. We grieved 
over his death with real sorrow, 
and penned our paper on "Two 
Noble Kinsmen" not only in the fear 
of God, but with a little of the ten
der and unctuous emotion which, we 
humbly trust, we share with all 
God's living people. We therefore 
hail the present volume with respect
ful appreciation. 

It commences with a concise bio
graphy which is in substance, iden
tical with the one that appeared in 
our pages and the obituary we con
tributed to the Baptist Handbook. 
His life need not, therefore, be here 
re-told, though we commend this 
very truthful and tender sketch from 
Mr. Popham's pen as superior in 
many ways to our own produc
tions. 

The letters are characteristic, and 
lay bare the workings of a holy 
heart and kindly spirit-though the 
omission of their full dates some
times diminishes their interest. 
The sermons are simple and savoury; 
but judging from our recollection of 
the discourse to which we have re
ferred, are hardly equal in their 
intellectual ability to what we 
should imagine must have charac
terised the ministry of so thought
ful a man. Still the power of the 
Spirit throbs and pulses in them, 
and we have read them with solemn 
and deep feeling- and with grati
tude to God that they have fallen 
into our hands. 

The melody of the book is in the 
minor mode, and experience of the 
darker order pervades it throughout. 
But surely, though the hymn is 
not in Gadsby's, this dear man of 
God must occasionally have sung 
Cowper's " Sometimes a light sur
prises," with holy joy. A f~w l~tters 
written when he was basking lll the 
light of eternal love, might there
fore well have been added to those 
that are here given, and one ju~i
lant and bright sermon at l~ast, 1~

cludcd in these samples of his pulpit 
addresses. 

Dcvizes we shall never visit ; but 
it is a hallowed spot, as the sphere 
of the earlier labours of Charles 
Stanford, and of the prolonged life
work of Charles Remington-both 
true men, true pastors, and true and 
eminent servants of the living God. 

A few choice extracts from both 
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Mr. Tryon and Mr. Pop ham's I Onwa_rd, forward, sbout a lc;rnd 'Hosannah." 
volumes will, a~cord!ng to our cus- _Christ is Captain of the migbty tbrong."' 
torn when dealing with new books, This, however, ,s altered thus:-
be introducecl into our pages-we "Rouse. then, free men, come from hill and 
doubt not to the profit of our valley, 
readers Fathers, brothers, earnest, brave and 

• strong, 
The Young People's Mission Hymn Book. Onward. forward, all united rally, 

Published by the Sunday School Com- • Death to Alcohol.' yollr_ battle song." 
mittee of the Metropolitan AswciatiOll -The bad_ tast~ manifested In these a!most 
of Strict Baptist Churches. (::lee Ad- nonaeneICal_ Imes needs no comm~nt. 
vertisement). Some with whom the doctrme~ ?f 

A PERFECT hymn book will never be Grace are p~ramount, and who mBist 
issued. It is, perforce, the work of a ~ha,t Ill God 8 Gospel,," t_here's not an 
fallible Editor, who, to the best of his if _to _foul the stream, w1l_l deplore the 
taste and judgment, selects from a mul- ~m1,~s1o,~ of Hymn 70, with its sev~n 
titude of uninspired compositions such ifs - If I come to Jesus, He will 
as he deems most suitable for the object take my hand," etc.• . . 
in view His ideal is sure to differ from We we!come thA mtroduct10n of 
that of· others, and hence of such pro- Thomas ~m~ey's "Eternal Ligh~," ~21 ; 
ductions there will be no end, till the Dr. ~~a;9 8 lt came upon a m1dmght 
day dawn when the Church is one, and clea., aO-that sweet~st ,of .. Chr,stmas. 
one Book of Praise is adopted b:; all who Carole, Anna L. W~~1og a Father, I 
truly worship God. kno~ th~t ~II my life, 274; and M. J. 

Thie is o.lso true of Hymnals for the Bra!?erd s I know :no~ what will b~fa.11 
young, and the higteet warrantable corn- me, 363, ,~bough this _is mo~t unwuelr, 
mendation of the one before us is that, ~ltered. Restful, blissful ignorance, 
on the whole, it is perhaps better adapted ~~• ~or example, g!eatly ,.P!eferable . to 
to meet the needs of our section of the b!tssful lack of wisdom, Ill the thud 
Baptist Denomination than those that verse. 
have preceded it. Oertainly it is more We observe with pleasure that space 
comprehensive in its plan and scope. has been found for verses by Mias 

The requirements of three classes of standen, T. G. C. Armstrong, Josiah 
youthful singers bad to be mer. The Briscoe, and J • S. Anderson; but whv 
bairns had to be considered, and Jyri~s Kate Staines-by far tbe most evangeli
new and old, simple and singable, fitted cal and truly poetical of all our own 
to airs which could be easily lilted by lyric composers-sbouU have been over
children's voices, were essential. Then, looked, we cannot understand. 
young people who, though giving no Sermons by Jabez Parnell. First and 
evidence of saving grace, were "reli- second aeries. Price not given. 
giously and devoutly disposed," required EAoH of these prepossessing volumes 
to be furnished with sacred songs em- contains a series of discourses which 
bodying the leading tenets of our Holy the Author has carefully revised. As 
Faith, yet free from statements which an epitome of the truths we love 
would be untrue, save from the lips of they deserve warm commendation. 
those who had paBBed from death unto We oao well believe that the "Divine 
life. Lastly. some must. be provided seal and confirmation" followed their 
which embody the convictions and feel- delivery; and that they "have been 
ings of the "little ones" of God's the means of o.wakening mo.ny sinners." 
living family. It is therefore to be prayerfully antici-

Some will, doubtless, object to the pated that they will be richly useful in 
large number of hymns, if hymns they their permanent form. 
can be called, which are moral and sen- The prencher evidently realises that 
timental only-like "If you cannot on the times are what they are, and not what 
the ocean," 3i2 (which is oddly placed they were when George the Third was 
under "Gospel Invitations), and "All king. While loyal to the everlasting 
things bright and beautiful," 6. Goepel, he does not forget that every 

A few of the rather blatant teetotal age-and empho.tically our own-claims 
ditties which close the Collection might 
also have well been omitted. W. F. 
Sherwin's " Sound the Battle Cry" is an 
old favourite, for its verve and cader.ce, 
especially the-well-known chorus :-
.. Rouse, then, soldiers, rally round the 

banner! 
Ready, steady, pass the word along; 

• It. should be remembered that there is 
the '"if" hypothetical, and the "if" con
ditional, for whicb dilferent words are em
ployed in tbe Greek of tbe New Testament. 
The seven" ifs" in the above are indisput
ably " ifs" conditional, and •' God's rich 
Gospel scorns conditions," since (as J. B. 
Anderson taught ns to sing), ·• Grace leo.ves 
us no conditions to fulfil." 
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speciality in testimo~y. Prevalent aud I acquaintance with him d11ring hie minie
µ_opulRr err0rs reqmre earnest refuta- I try at Islington is one of our most gra
tIOn. Trnths tbat have fallen into : cious memories. We rearet that the 
abeyance claun b?ld insistnnce_. How , work is so much of an "~ppreoiation " 
ddl'erent the teachings of the Epistles to ' an,l so little of a biography. We en
tne Hebrews a~d the G:alatians; yet. ' quire in vain how his vit11l religion com
tbe same Gospel 1s the subiect-mattter of menced and was me.intaiued, and what 
both. May our good . brother long I were his ~xperienoes amid "the sundry 
be sp•red to. address his fellow-men j and mamfold changes" of his somewhat 
from the pulpit and through tbe Press. , chequered life-information which would 
His portrait a-iorns t.he first volume. [ have endeared his memory to God's 
Rev. Henry Norwell: M.A .. of Helens- ' pe'lple and claimed glory for the grace 

burgh: A Mem01r by Rev. R. E. ! that made and kept him what he was. 
Welsh, M.A.. Macneur and Bryden, , This, however, did not accord wit'-1 the 
Helens_burgh. . . : author's plan, and be contents himself 

THE subJect of this memoir was a sweet, , with telling us how his friend Jived and 
tender and saintly Presbyterian minist~r : laboured, and the guerdon of holy Jove 
and •· a pasto_r and teacher" of a high I wbich was his befitting reward, Tbe 
order. He srncer_ely loved the whole , record is gracefully and unobtrusively 
brotherhood of faith, and our personal I given, and claims our pra.ise and thanks. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

STRICT BAPrIST MISSION". 
A YOUNG People's MiPsiona.ry Confer
ference was held on Friday, June 9th, 
at Chadwell-street Chapel, ClerkenweH. 
A good number of yonng people, as well 
as elderly ones, gathered together, and 
a very enjoyable and, we hope, profit
able time was spent. 

Tbe president of the Mission, pastor 
E. Mitchell, was in the chair, supported 
by brethren Booth, Brand, Chisnall, 
{)oils, Hutchinson, and Mntimer. 

The meeting was opened with the 
hymn," Crown Him with many crowns." 
Brother Mntimer read John xvii.18-26, 
after which brother Hutchinson asked 
for God's blessing on the meeting and 
on the Mission. 

Brother Brand read his paper, entitled 
,; Missionary Plans." He said :-What 
was needed was not so much additional 
plans as the thorough and systematic 
carrying out of present plans. Each 
should consider whether he had a 
personal call to mission service. There 
was a great need for more earnestness 
and for a more intense desire for the 
-salvation of the heathen. 

Brother Colls spoke on" Enthusiasm, 
Enlargement, and Encouragement." 

The paper on missionary problems, 
written by Mrs. Booth and read by her 
husband, was intensely interesting and 
heart-stirring : it was entitled "Barley 
Loaves." The first missionary command 
was, '' Give ye them to eat." Tbis 
seemed impossible, but carried out with 
promptitude by the disciples, and with 
the blessing of their Master, marvellons 
results followed. Mrs. Booth described 
the terrible condition of the multitudes 
in India and the many and great diffi-

culties which the missionaries had to 
meet, but gave an encouraging instance 
of the power of the Gospel in the con
version of a wealthy high-caste young 
lady in India who had given up all for 
Christ and was now working amongst 
the low-caste people. 

After the reading of Mrs. Booth's 
pa.per, suggestions were invited from 
the friends present. 

Brother A. E. Booth put forward a 
proposal that a gninea scheme should 
be stuted for the young men and 
women, and that the money obtained 
should be used to buy the ground for 
the proponed Mission buildings in 
Madras. 

Brother Harris suggested that an all
night prayer-meeting should be held. 
The Chairman said this proposal will 
be consideren by the Committee. One 
brother snggested that Mrs. Booth'B 
paper should tie printed as a booklet for 
didtribution amongst our Sunday-sobool 
children. 

It was agreed that the colleotion 
~hould go to pay for the printing of the 
pa.per. A. CRADDUCK, JUN. 

ST. NEOTS (NEW STREET CHAPEL). 
-On Tuesday, May 16th, a very cordial 
" Welcome Home " was l{i ven to the pas
tor, J. Hazelton, and Mrs. Hazelton on 
their return from their honeymoon. A 
publio tea was kindly provided by Mrs. 
Grun well, of East-street, to whioh a 
goodly number sat down, after which 
a sooial reunion was held, which was 
well attended. Mr. Barnard (deaoon) 
presided over the first part of the mee_t
ing, and, after devotional exercises, said 
thu.t they had been with their pastor in 
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bis sorrow, e.nd now they a.II were 
plee.eed to be with him in hie joys. 
'fhey heartily hoped the.t the ooming of 
Mrs. Hazelton amongst them might be 
a mutue.l blessing. He a.eked the pas
tor's acceptanoe of the money collected 
at the tea-tables. Mr. Hazelton then 
took the ohair, and called upon Mr. 
Foreoutt (another deacon) to give an 
address, which he did, wishing God's 
blessing upon Mr. and Mrs. Hazelton 
and all concerned. Mr. Hazelton very 
cordially thanked the friends for their 
continued kindness, and assured them 
that his and Mrs. Hazelton's desire was 
for God's blessing upon the Cause. He 
felt unworthy of the kindness shown 
him, and he again thanked all present 
.a.nd absent friends. The meetings were 
throughout very enthusiastic. 

NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK ASSO
·CIATION OF BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

ANNUAL MEETING, 

THE anniversary of the Suffolk and 
Norfolk Association of Baptist Churches 
was celebrated at . Somersham on. May 

-31Bt and June 1st. Sixteen years have 
elapsed since the old Association tent 
was la.st pitched at this centre ; the 
meadow then used, belonging to Mr. F. 
Green, was not available this year, but 
Mr. Edward Snell, J.P., of Nettlestead 
Hall, very kindly granted the use of 11, 
spacious pieoe of pasture on the oppo
site aide of the road, on the Water Run 
'Farm, whioh proved admirably adapted 
to the purpose. 

Wednesday morning was delightfully 
,fine, showers of the previous evening 
having cooled the atmophere and made 
the journey for the earlier visitors 
from the various looalities represented 
within the sphere of the operations of 
the Association, an exceedingly plea
sant one. Aooordingly, 11, large num
ber of people might be seen wend
ing their way to Somersham from all 
directions, Mr. William Ling, hon. 
seorete.ry, and several other gentlemen 
officially oonneoted with the orge.nisa
ticn, were in attendance in good time, 
together with the Moderator for the 
year (pastor S. B. Stocker, of Stow
market) and the special preachers in 

-oon.neotion with the annivereary cele
brations, amongst other gentlemen on 
the platform being Mr. Booth, 11, 

missionary who he.a just returned from 
India. 

The service on Wednesday morning 
we.a opened b;r the singing of the well
known hymn, " Come, Thon Fount of 
~very blessing," followed by the read
mg of a portion of Scripture-the 72nd 
Psalm-and prayer by pastor Morling. 
Thie was followed by the reading of 
the Artioles of Aesooiation by Mr. F. J. 
Jlarsant. 

Mr. Wm. Ling (secretary) and pastors 

Potter (Grnndisburgh) a.nd Morlint.( 
(Aldringham) read tbe reports whict, 
had been received from the ve.riou, 
Churches In the Association, which 
gave many enconrag-ing sta.tistics in 
reference to the work which had been 
carried out in connection with the 
different village chapels during the 
year. In nee.rly every instance the 
number of members had been added 
to, while much was beinir done through 
the agency of Sunday-schools, Bible
classes, and various village station8 
which had been opened up. A summary 
of the reports showed that 16 Churches 
had received 8-l members by baptism 
and the same number of Churches 59 by 
transfer ; 14 Churches bad transferred 
29 to other Churches. The number of 
scholars in the Sunday-schools was 
2,452, being an addition of 110. The 
number of teachers was 302, itinerant 
preachers 26, and mission stations 
where services were held 55. 

The chief feature of the morning's 
proceedings was the address of the 
Moderator, Mr. 8. B. Stocker, the sub
ject of whioh was "Church Life and 
Church Work." It was a thoughtful 
address. prepared with much evident 
ea.re. He pointed out that there was 
nothing on earth that had such power 
to destroy Christian life as a society of 
men who bore the name of Christ with
out manifesting His spirit and life. A 
dead Church was a mightier obstacle to 
Christian vit11olity than the influences of 
the world or the sneers of the keenest 
infidelity; it freezed the influence of 
truth, it paralysed the power of prayer, 
it laid its cold band on the pulses of 
Christian faith, chilling them into a 
death-like sleep. Let them look at the 
standard of Christian life round a.bout 
them, and mark bow wavering the line 
was between some Churches and the 
world, daring things being done in some 
Churches which, in years gone by, 
would have been counted as blas
phemous-as really they were. He was 
not sure that Ohristia.n homes of Eog-
111,nd had not lost something from the 
slow and silent deoa.y of the serious 
and beautiful Puritan tudition of the 
family liCe. With a.II their narrowness, 
those Pnrita.na se.ved England from 
ruin ; they were the source and strength 
of its moat enduring greatness, of its 
deepest spiritual life, while to-day all 
th11ot was best "nd purest in our national 
life, seriousness and righteonsneRs, our 
Protestant faith, and, above a.II, our 
English homes, we owed to the in
fluence of Pnrita.nism in England and 
to the Puritan interpretation of the 
oomme.nd, "Love not the world, neither 
the things which a.re in the world." 
Never did Satan do 11, smarter stroke of 
business for his kingdom than when he 
persuaded the Church to join an 
a.liiance with the world. The outcome 
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of it would be pain and perjJto all, e.od 
perdition to me.ny. A dee.d Church wa.s 
on the best possible terms with e. dee.d 
world. He.ving spoken further of the 
state of some of the Churche~, the 
Modere.tor said they he.d, however, to 
thank God the.t in all our Churches 
there were members whose very pre
sence we.s sun~hine, whose whole man
ner was cordial. who~e shake of the 
hand was winning. They might have 
little strength or talent for active 
le.boor, but they were all workers in the 
Church, whose service could least be 
•pared ; they cheered the pastor's bee.rt 
and gladdened all with whom they 
came into contact. Mr. Stocker dealt 
with the subject under several sub
divisions, and be reme.rked that, at the 
present de.y, we were hearing much 
about revival. A revival worth hav.ing 
must, he said, be upon New Testament 
lines-one from a.hove. and not from 
beneath-a revive.I that"ca·me from God, 
and the.t brought man to God. You 
could not revive religion with a 
ma.chine, a committee. a printing press, 
a. big ha.11, a crowd. We all the.nked God 
for whe.t we heard in Wales, and no 
doubt we were wondering whether the 
wave of spiritua.l power now sweeping 
over that part would rea.ch Ea.et Angie.. 
His opinion wa.s that there would be no 
great revive.I outside the Churches till 
there we.s one in each Church e.nd in the 
heart of ea.eh Church member. Who• 
ever wanted to understa.nd e. revive.I 
should sit a.t the feet of Jesus a.nd lee.rn 
of Him. Let them not try to work up a 
revival by a.ttempting to imite.te the 
W eleh. It m net come from above. When 
God comes to us, He will come in His 
own wa.y, and perhe.ps far different 
than He is now coming unto others. 
The word "revival," like other great 
words, ha.d in these la.tter da.ys been 
grossly misused. It had become a term 
of reproa.ch, a synonym for much the.t 
was unwholesome and unreal. Yon 
oould not revive the dea.d. Revival 
pre-supposed life, however flickering 
the flame. A grea.t revival in the 
Chrietia.n sense should be descriptive 
of a return to first things of the Church 
of the Redeemer. Never wa.e there a. 
greater need than now for a revival of 
•_piritual life among the people of God. 
They were tha.nkful for signs of re
viva.l among the Churches of this Aeso• 
ci&tion ; there was reason to believe 
that their Churches were in a. much 
more healthful condition than for some 
time pa.et. 

Another service was held in the 
a.fternoon, the prea.cher being pa.stor J. 
Pa.rnell, repreeenta.tive of the Metro• 
polita.n Association; a.nd in the even
ing by pastor A. Merling, of Cottenham. 

Mr. Snell kindly threw open hie 
oretty garden grounds at N ettleetea.d 
Hall for tbe occa.sion. 

On Thursday there was a muoh 
larger attenda.uce than on the openiug 
day, the numbers of people present on 
the second day, even from many of the 
more distant Chµrche3 in the Associa
tion, being al ways one of the features of 
the gathering. The proceedings com
menced on Thursday morning at the 
early hour of 6 o'olook with a prayer. 
meeting, at which some 200 persons 
were present. This was followed by 
another service, at which an a.ddress 
which usually forms a special featur~ 
of the anniversa.ry programme, was de
livered by paotor Beecher, of London 
one of the representatives of th~ 
Metropolitan Association. At the 
General Committee meeting, held 111,ter 
special reference was made to the vain'. 
able services rendered by Mr. S. K. 
Bland in a secretarial cap9,oity during 
a lengthened period, and on the propo
sition of • i,astor W. F. Egerton 
seconded by pastor F. J. Harsant, ~ 
resolution of appreciation of the de
voted labours of Mr. Bland, and of 
sympathy with him in_ not being able 
to be present, was passed; and Mr. W. 
Ling, as the prP.sent secretary, under
took to forward thi~ expression of 
feeling on behalf of the General Com
mittee. 

The officiating minister at the morn
ing preaching service was pastor W. F. 
Egerton, and at the afternoon assembly 
the sermon was delivered by pastor H. T. 
Chilvers, of Bethesda Chapel, Ipswich. 
Each discourse was a powerful and 
earnest one, and was listened to 
throughout with deep attention. 

At the conclusion of the afternoon 
sermon a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded the Somersham friends, on 
the pro_l)osition of Mr. Ling, seconded 
by Mr. Egerton. 

Pastor E. Sears, rising in response 
to a call, remarked that the.t was the 
third, if not the fourth, time he had 
attended the anniversary of the Asso
ciation at Somersham, notwithstanding 
the considerable intervals which had 
elapsed between the meetings, and he 
hoped to be spared to attend a.nether. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Ling announced that the Assooia· 
tion would meet next year at Cransford, 
the Moderator chosen being pastor W. 
H. Potter, Grundisbnrgh ; and the 
preachers, pastors W. Dixon, Brad· 
field St. George, and W. H. Ranson, 
Somersham. 

The closing hymn of the anniversary 
was, as usual, '' Bleat be the tie that 
binds." 

WALTHAMSTOW.-A drawing-room 
meeting was held at Hollyoroft, Salis• 
bury-road, on May 9ih. Mrs. Turn penny 
presided, and Mrs. Booth gave an inter· 
eating account of the Zenana work ; 
photos and curios were exhibited. The 
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meeting was muoh appreciated. and 
interest io missionary work stimulated. 
-H.C.T. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. 
SERVICES io oonneotion with the pas, 
tor's eighteenth anniversary were held 
in the Surrey Tabernacle on the 14th 
Jone. lo the afternoon they were 
commenced by the singing of hymn 
"Oh, for a bright celestial ray." ' 

Mr. Tobitt, of Hastings, was the 
preacher at that service, a.nnouooing 
for his text the 25th, 26th, and 27th 
verses of the 19th chapter of th·e Booli: 
of Job: "I know that my Redeemer 
liveth," &o., &c., and prefa.cing • his 
sermon by the enquiry, "What is 
faith?" and giving several Scriptnra.l 
replies thereto, proceeded to speak first 
of the pa.tria.roh's knowledge, _"I know·"· 
secondly, ku jaitk, as in the words' 
" He shall stand at the latter day upo~ 
the earth"; thirdly, ku kope, which is 
expressed in the 26th verse and p1ut of 
the 27th ; and lastly, Hi, love, "Though 
my reins be consumed within me." 
'.!'his pro_ved to be a deeply; thought out, 
mstructive, and comforting discourse. 

After tea a public meeting wn.s held, 
our _b~loved pastor, Mr. 0. S. Dolbey, 
pr_esidiog, who opened the meeting 
with the 675th hymn "Kindred in 
Chri~t, for His dear sn.k'e," &c., and by 
readmg the 122nd Psalm; and Mr. H. 
Carr, <?f. Croydon,_ sweetly supplicated 
the D1v1~e blessmg. Our pastor in 
hts opening remarks said : Eighteen 
years a.go you ~~re gathered to reoog
mse me as a. mmister of the Gospel of 
God to you. I h&d for a considerable 
numbe~ of years before been engsged in 
preaching the Gospel of Chriat-a.bout 
ten years at Sla.ithwa.ite, in Yorkshire 
1\nd a.bout seven years previous to that 
at Ha.worth, and other pla.oes where I 
was sent of God ; so that for thirty-five 
ye~r~ it has been my pleasure and 
privilege to testify of the graoe of God. 
I ?annot look back upon a.II that time 
y.rithout feeling oonsoious of my deep 
mdebtedness to my God and your God, 
to my Father and your Father. It 
pleased the Father that in Him-Christ 
Jesus-should a.II fulness dwell and 
my testimony is this, that of His f~lness 
~~ve we received. God has not forsaken 

IB servant in the ministry. I remem
ber that in one of my early visits to 
~ondoo, at a social gathering at the 

ouse of one of the brethren, onr 
~•other Carr re&d the 1st chapter of the 
hook of J oshn11, a.nd you will remember k ese words are there, " As I wa.R with 
oses, so will I be with thee." Now we 

1
1
ook upon Moses 119 11 great prophet and 
~ader. of the people, and Joshua was 

his successor. Now from the reading I 
had to undershnd that your late pastor 
Was as II Moses here, and that as the 
Lord was with him, so our brother felt 

that He also would be with me. Hne 
we lived to verify these words1- Have 
we proved that God has been with us 1 
Speaking for myself, I cannot account 
for our continua.nee in the services of 
God's house only upon the ground of 
Jehova.h's faithfulness. Did He pro
mise, and hae He not performed 1 
"Faithful is He that promised." These 
last words formed II pa.rt of the first 
text I preached from at Ha,worth, and 
my soul now holds fast to God's 
faithfulness in the fulfilment of His 
promises. He.has been pleased to supply 
all my spiritual needs, so that by the 
good hand of my God upon me I 
continue onto this day. Bot what a.boat 
the future 1 In the years that a.re past 
we were enabled to leave a.II that with 
Him, and we desire to do so still. Our 
dependence is upon the faithfulness of 
our God; that He will furnish us with 
messages o~ fra,oe and peace to yon, and 
that He wil make your portion very 
great. Hy_mn 465 was then sung," My 
God, our faithful a.re His ways." 

Mr. Beecher then addressed the meet
ing from 1 Kings xviii. 38, "Then the 
fire_ of th~ Lord fell," referring to the 
va.r1ons circumstances of the sodden 
coming in of the Holy Spirit on the 
minister in his study-on others in the 
hearing of the Word-when reading the 
Scriptures-when at the throne of 
grace, and ofttimes that seekers after 
Divine things a.re also the subjects of 
the Spirit's power, ended with the 
encouragement that He who ea.used the 
first spark of heavenly ll.ro to fa.II will 
not let it go out. 

Mr. Andrews next offered some oon
gratula.tory remarks. and proceeded to 
enlarge upon the Psalmist's prayer, 
Psa.. xvi. l, "Preserve me, 0 tlod ! " A 
prayer for natural preservation from 
enemies within and without, from a.II 
error, from temptations, from sin, and 
from every evil work, unto Hie kingdom 
and glory. 

Mr. Hazelton followed, also con
ga.tula.tinll" our pastor on the past years 
of his ministry, and gave a very in
structive address from Pdalm ovii. 2a, :H, 
"They that go down to the sea iu @hip~." 
referring spiritually to the trials, the 
prayers and the deliverances of the 
Lord's people, and their ultimate joy 
and gladness on arriving safe at home 
•·forever with the Lord." 

Mr. Tobitt expressed his plea.sure at 
being in oar midst on this a.uspioio11s 
ooca.sion, remarking that he was present 
at the recognition services of our pastor, 
and remembered the text, "We have 
this treasure in earthen vessels," 
preached from by Mr. Dolbey then. He 
gave a thou1ehtful disquisition of 
Ephesians i. 19, 20, "And what is the 
exceediug g-reatn~ss of His power'/ " &o. 
With II few closing words from our 
Chairman and the singing Hymn 245, 
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"All hail the power of Jesu's name," 
&c_.,. this l11r!!'ely-11ttended enjoyable 
spmtu11I meeting ended. Praying tb&t 
our dear pastor m&y be sp&red unto us, 
in full health 11nd strength, to minister 
among us in holy things 1111 the days of 
his life on earth, we close this brief 
account of II good d11y in the things of 
God. I. M. C. 

STRIC r BAP rIST MISSION. 
BRIGHTON. - PRARTHANA SABHA, 

IN April last, at their half-yearly 
meeting, the friends forming tb.e above 
Society h&d the pleasure of listening to 
Mr. A. E. Booth. There w11s a confident 
tone &bout his address as he empb&sized 
the f&ct th&t the kingdoms of tb.is world 
~h&ll become the kingdom of our Lord. 
H~ spoke of the peculiar position of 
Ehndoo women, tb.e difficulties in 
street-preaching and the excellent 
work of the Bible-women. Tb.e scb.ool 
work w11s also satisfactorily dealt with.. 
Our brother explained the present 
position of the Indian headquarters 
and the plan which it was hoped would 
be carried out succe~sfully. An address, 
which was very encouraging, was given 
by tb.e secretary, Mr. Chisna.11. D. F. 

ELTHAM.-On May 23rd a. double 
event in tb.e history of the Church was 
celebrated, viz., the twenty-second 
anni versa.ry of tb.e Church and the first 
of the opening of the new chapel. The 
afternoon preacher was Mr. J. Bush, of 
New Cross. The service was greatly en
joyed. General Sir Wm. Stirling, K.C.B., 
R.A., presided over the evening meeting, 
and gave a.n interesting address on the 
vita.I doctrines of God's Word, after 
which addresses, which were much 
appreciated, were given by pa.store 
Bush, Rose, White, and Galley. The 
collections amounted to £3. Thanking 
God for all His goodness in the past 
year, we pra.y for still greater blessing 
in the future.-W. A. T. 

showed a.n inorease in the meml.Jership 
of four; two by baptism aud two by 
tra.nsfer. It a.leo stated there was 11 
small debt of £6, which bad nrisen 
tbrou~h nece,s111y repairs. Mr. Dean 
then gave a. brief address on Is11. lv. 10 
11, showing that as God's natural 
gifts produce na.tura.l blessing, so the 
Word which He has given bringa about 
great spiritual blessings for His Church. 
The following ministerA delivered 
excellent and profitable a.ddresses :
Pastor T. N, Hughes, on" Thy blessing 
is upon Thy people." Brother S. J. 
Taylor, Psa.. lxxii. 15. Brother W. 
Lowrie, •· I go to prepare a .Pla.oe for 
you. And if I go and prep11re ii. place 
for you, I will como a.gain." Brother B. 
J. Nash, John xvi. 7; and brother G. 
Elna.ugh from thatoomforting promise. 
"And underneath 11re the everlastin11 
arms." The Chairman now asked the 
a.esembly to rise and sing :-

" May the grace of Christ, our Saviour, 
And the Father's boundless love, 

With the Holy Spirit's favour, 
Rest· upon us from above, 

Thus may we :,.bide in uuion 
With e:,.ch other and tbe Lord, 

And possess in sweet commonion 
Joys which earth cannot afford." 

The Chairman closed a bright and 
encouraging a.nni versa.ry service by 
pronounoing the Benediction.· 

STEVENAGE (ALBERT STREET 
CHAPEL),-On Thursday, M11y 18th, a 
meeting was held at the above in con• 
neotion with the Strict Ba.ptiet Mission, 
The pastor presided, and Mr. E. A. 
Booth gave a very interesting and 
instructive address on the work in 
India, which was highly appreciated 
by a.n attentive audience, whioh 
numerically was a very good one. 
We hope that a genuine interest 
in Mission work will be developed. 
At tb.e clos~ of his a.dc;lress Mr. 
Booth suggested that collecting boxes 
should be taiten on behalf of the 
Mission Fund, and twenty persons re
sponded to his a.pJJeal. The oollection 
taken at the close of this first mission· 
a.ry meeting here realised just over £2. 
-J.P.P. 

CANNING TOWN (PROVIDE.NCE, 
SHIBLEY STREET).-Services in COD· 
nection with the 27th a.nnivers11ry were 
held on Whit-Sunday, June llth, when 
Mr. W. Church prea..:hed two excellent NEW CROSS (ZION).-The annual 
sermons, in the morning from Gen. viii. meetings of the Suffolk and Norfolk 
8, and in the evening from Gen. viii. II. Baptist Home Missionary Sooiety were 
On Whit-Monday we had the privilege held at the above plaoe on Tuesday, 
of listening to our good brother, pastor May 16th. In the afternoon past~r. J • 
T. N. Hughes, of Croydon, who preached Bush preaohed a.n e11rneet and 1nspirrng 
a most remarkable sermon. A goodly sermon from Rom. xv. 13, "The power 
number sat down to tea.. At the publio ol the Holy Ghost," whioh was listened 
meeting in the evening, Mr. Thomae to with evident interest and profit. In 
Dean occupied the chair. The service the evening the meeting was presid_ed 
w11s opened with the singing of the over by pastor J. Bush, in the una.void
hymn, "How itrea.t the joy when able absence of F. J. Catchpole, Eoq,, 
Christi11ns meet," and after reading Isa. and addre_sses, full of ill; terest, ea.rnestl~ 
lv. the Chairman called upon brother oommend1ng the admirable work ~ 
Ward, of Plai•tow, to lead us to the the Society, were given by th~ Chair· 
throne of grace. The secretary's report I man, pastors R. E. Sears, E. White, Mr. 
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W. A. Tooke, e.nd the seorete.ry, pastor 
H. D. Tooke, of Lowestoft. The work 
of the Society in e.11 its depe.rtmente is 
inoree.sing, and there is e. great need for 
further support from sympe.thi@ing 
friends. Any subscriptions or dona
tions will be most thankfully received. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDBNCE 
CHAPEL SUNDAY·SCHOOL).--The 45th 
anniversary of the t;unday-school was 
held on Lord's-day, Me.y 28th, when three 
excellent sermons were preached by Mr. 
J. H. Lynn, of Beccles. Specie.I hymns 
were sung by the children and choir, 
and much credit is due to this veteran 
musician, Mr. A. Fenn, for the singing 
and training of the children for so many 
years, On the following Monday, the 
treat was held in a meadow, kindly lent 
by Mr. Goodchild .. Our pastor, Mr. 0. 
H. Cudmore, and many of our friends, 
gathered together on that occasion, and 
a very happy day it we.s for the children, 
Games e.nd races were followed by tee., 
provided for both children and frieuds, 
who liked to partake in same. The 
happy faces and hearty cheer that 
echoed ronnd the meadow fully repaid 
all who worked together for their com
fort and pleasure. To our covenant God, 
for His many mercies and the Leautiful 
fine weather, be all the praise ascribed. 
-W. S. 

At the evening meeting, over whicb 
Mr. T. Green presided, fall-hearted 
addresses were given by Messrs. 0. S. 
Dalbey e.nd E. Mitchell, to the pastor 
e.nd Church respectively, which, thongh 
t .. rmed '' Charges," were really expres
sions of hearts that glowed with 
fraternal affection and the sincerest 
desiro for future blessing. Mention was 
appropriately made of the wonderfnl 
succees which had attended Dill' brother's 
ministry during the past six months. A 
snccession of brief, brigbt,and brotherly 
addresses from Messrs. Guy, Fells, 
White, Rose, Brown, and Henson, 
brongbt the deligbtfnl proceedings to 11, 

close, and as the crowded oongrega.tion 
dispersed, one impression rested on every 
mind-tha.t the matter was of the Lor,i 
and would be attended with His sanction 
and @mile. 

Th1i collections, amonnting to 
.£20 ls. 6d., were devoted to the Bene
volent Fund of the Metropolitan 
Association of Strict Baptist Churches. 

[A deta.iled report of the services will 
appear in our next issue.] 

ZION, MAYNARD ROAD, 
WALTHAMSTOW. 

THE twenty-ninth anniversa.ry of the 
opening was celebrated on Lord's-day, 
May 14th. Mr. E. Rose preached two 
thoughtful sermons - morning text, 

ZION CHAPEL, NEW CROSS. Ha.ggai ii. 19; evening, Acts ii. 1-±. 
The services were continued on the 

RECOGNITION OF MR. JOHN BUSH. following Tuesday. Pastor Throssell, 
SERVICES in recognition of the na.storal of Meophu.m, preached in the afternoon 
union of our esteemed brother, Mr. John from John iii. 8. 
Bush, wJth the Church at Zion, New A good number partook of tea, after 
Cross, were held on June 20th, and were which, at 6.30, a p11blio meeting was 
not only well a.ttended, but proved of held, but the cha.irl!).an (brother Ridley) 
unusua.l interest and spiritual power. was une,voidal>ly (\etained. J'he tree,-

At the afternoon meeting, at which surer, brother W. C. Turnpenny, pre
the Editor of this Magazine presided, sided, 11,nd ree.d Pde.Im oxlvii. Brother 
the pastor-elect gave a. fra.nk, full, and J. Sharpe (secretary) sought the Lord's 
most touching account of hia call by blessing; o.fter which an a.cconnt was 
gra.oe and of his being brought into the given of the past yee,r's work. The 
light of the truth under the ministry of Church had had much a.nxiety through 
Mr. James Wolle, supplemented by 11, ha.ving to partially rebuild the chapel 
clear nnd coucise na.rration of the way a.nd carry out various sanitary improve
in whioh he was led to undertake the ments, the cost of which had amounted 
work of th~ Christio.n ministry. The to nearly .£200. By prayer and fe,itb, 
pa.thee and unction of these simple e.nd the blessing of our covena.nt
ste,tements touched 11,ll bea.rts, and keeping God, many frienda fa.r u.nd 
when Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong recounted near had been constrained to help, so 
the manner in which the union had that the grea.ter portion of the ex1,Jenso 
been brought about, it was universe,lly had been defra.yed. 
felt that God had formed and fitted His Another hymn we,s sung, when 
dear servant for the nnique work to brother •r. Henson in a thoroughly 
which he was thus formally inducted, experimental way dwelt upon the tllreo 
!Ind the solemn ceremony of the clasp- graces-" Fa.ith," "Hope,"" Love." 
ing of hands was regarded, not as an Brother S. Hutchinson inspired con
empty formality, but the fitting fidence e.nd encouragement wbilo 
expression of a union whjch God Him- dilating upon t.he words, "Standing in 
self ha.d brought about. The opening the na.me of the Lord and doing His 
prayer by Mr. H. G. Ga.lley, and tbo brief bidding." 
addresses of Messrs. Easter, Sapey, and . Brother S. H: Brown directed atten
Seara, were the other features of thia t1on to the olos1ng words of Jesus, '' Go 
gracious opportunity. I ye and teach a.11 ne,tions, baptizing 
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them in the name of the Lord" • " Lo I 
am with you," &o., setting_ f~rth tbe 
great Promiser, a faithful Friend, and 
s&fety in the presenoe of J eens. 

Pastor J. N. Throssell ooneidered the 
words, "Looking unto Jesus," etc. 
(Heb. xii. 2). 

Brother Licence also exhorted the 
friends to consider the t?ree.t High 
Priest-J eeus, the Son of God-and to 
hold fast our profession (Heb. iv. 14). 

The whole of the addressee wero 
mnch appreoio.ted, and it was felt 
during the services that the Lord was 
present, oe.using happiness and spiritual 
JOY. 

'fhe collections were good. We thank 
God and onward tread. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
-On May 14th and 16tb, the 39th anni
versary of the formation of the Church 
was held. On the Sunday morning Mr. 
Ackland preached an appropriate 
serm_on on Pea. cxxvi. 3, and in the 
evemng from Matt. vii. 25. These ser
vice~ were very mnch enjoyed. The 
services were con tinned on the Tuesday. 
Pastor 0. S. Dolbey preached in the 
afternoon from Song ii. 4, to· the bless
ing of those who were fa.vonred to be pre
sent. A coi:!1pe.ny of about 70 gathered 
to ~' which preceded an evening 
meetLDg at 6.30. In the evening W. P. 
Goodley, EEq., presided. Several friends 
fro':'1 other causes encouraged ne by 
their support. The presence of the 
Spirit was indeed with ns, so that onr 
hearts are one in praise to Him from 
Whom every good and perfect gift 
desl?ends. Brot~er Goodley began by 
a.eklll:g the Lord~ blessing ; the Lord's 
t.ilessrng was realised. After a hymn the 
Chairman read Pea. ciii. and brother 
Spire prayed. The report of the past 
year was read, which showed good all
round progess and inspired hope for the 
ue~ year. The Chairme.n'd addr~s. 
which followed, was an encouraging 
~ommente.ry on the report. Pastor 0. 
IS. Dolbey addressed the meeting on the 
.. sure word " of John vi. 37. Pastor F. 
Fells follo'!'ed. on I Cor. xv. 10, showing 
the ennobling power of Divine grace. 
Pastor R. Mutimer spoke blessedly of 
the f!,Dchor. of_ our hope, tracing out in 
detail the e1m1le of Heb. vi. 19. Pa.stor 
'f. L. Sapey then gave an inspiring 
address on the "Church of the Living 
God" (1 Tim. iii. 15), with a word of 
enoouragement to the seeking and find
ing Ol!-eB of the congregation. The 
c0Uect1on followed, and while it was 
taken_ the Sunday-school teachers and 
the B1~le-class gaveu. much appreciated 
renderLDg of the anthem," Blessed is he 
t~at considereth the poor"; the singing 
did credit to the care of Mr. Criok in 
this direction. Pastor Voysey now le.id 
uefore us the blessed effects of raising 
.. n Ebenezer (I Sam. vii.12), after whioh 

brother Thieelton, in a short speeoh 
thanked the speakers on behalf of th~ 
Churoh. "All hail the power of Jeeu'e 
Name," prayer and benediction olosed 
the service. The singing throughout 
was hearty. The total oolleotion was 
£64B. 

LEYTON (GOLDSMITH ROAD).-The 
10th anniversary of the formation of 
the Church was oelebrated on Sunday, 
June 4th, when sermons were preached 
by Mr. W. Church from the texts, morn
iDJ, Ps~lm xoii. 2, 3; and evening. 2 
Kings 1v. 35. On Tuesday, June 6th, 
a sermon was pree.ohed in the afternoon 
by Mr. H.J. Galley from James ii. 26. 
A pnblio meeting was held in thfl even
ing, presided over by Mr. E. Wallie, who 
read Isa. lv. and part of Matt. xxii. 
After prayer by Mr. Bullen, the Chair
man gave a short address on" Answers 
to prayer." Mr. J. P. Gibbens spoke 
from the words, "In Rim." Mr. F. 
Grimwood gave an address from the 
words in Paa. cx:ix. 175, "Let my soul 
live, and it shall praise Thee ; and let 
Thy judgments help me." Mr. H. J. 
Galley spoke from the well-known and 
often quoted words in Isa. lv.-10, 11, 
"For as the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven;" Mr. Licence from 
Song of Solomon i. 2, "Let Him kiss me 
with the kisses of His mouth." Prayer 
by Mr. J. G. Caplin, and the singing of 
the Doxology, brought the meeting to a 
close, at which a goodly number were 
present, undeterred by the wet weather 
whioh prevailed. 

MAYFORD.-Attheabove place there 
has been mnoh cause for praise lately. 
Helpera from the Chnroh at Guildford 
have gone over to Mayford to aid Mr. 
Standbrook in carrying on the services. 
On Whit Monday afternoon ~ baptismal 
service was conducted by Mr. Brand, 
when he delivered an addreRs from Acte 
viii. 35, 36, and afterwards immersed 
two believers. Tea we.a partaken of, 
after whioh a publio meeting was held, 
the ohair being taken by Mr. Brand . 
Messrs. Rankine. Cordwell, Garten, 
Godwin, G. Prikett, Rearsey, and 
Standbrook, took part in the meeting, 
whioh was a nry happy and suooessful 
one.-ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE, STOCK
WELL.-The 21Bt anniversary of tbe 
opening of the chapel was held on May 
14th and 16th. On Sunday, the 14th, 
the pastor preached morning and even
ing. It was a time of praise and thanks· 
giving for preserving mercies. On 
Tuesday, 14th, in the afternoon, Mr. E. 
Mitchell preached one of his beet 
sermons from 1 Peter i. 5," Man kept by 
the power of God.'' Truly it was a time 
of remembrance of the meroiea of.

1
~ 

coven~nt God, who bath said I w1 
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never leave nor forsake yon. A good 
number sat down to tea. In the even
ing a meeting was held, over which our 
esteemed friend and brother, Mr. Arnold 
Boulden presided. After a portion of 
Scripture had been read, brother Carter 
offered prayer. Soitable addresses were 
given by Messrs. Lee, Dale, Ackland, 
Pounds, Randle, and Pastor. It was e. 
very profitable evening, though some
what marred owing to the absence of oar 
dear brother, Deacon Browning, who 
has been heavily afflicted, bot is now by 
the mercy of God recovering, The 
meeting was closed by singing " All 
hail the power of Jean's Ne.me." Total 
collections £17 15s. 8d.-R. G. 

GRAVESEND (Zo.u).-A very happy 
season was spent here on May 31st, the 
oocasion being the anniversary of the 
pastorate of Mr. Chas. A. Guy. Our 
brother Mutimer preached a profitable 
sermon in the afternoon from ,Joshua 
xv. 19, showing (1) Achsah as a 
petitioner ; (2) lfer petition, "Give me 
a blessing" ; (3) The portion obtained, 
the upper and nether springs. Mr. A. 
Boulden pleasantly presided over the 
evening meeting, and, after a few 
spiritual and kindly observations, the 
pastor followed with some reminiscent 
remarks growing oat of the past eleven 
years' work, and closed his speech by 
presenting to Mr. J, Jayne, on behalf of 
the Church and congregation, an arm
ch11,ir. Our brother for several years 
baa served the Church as a deacon, and 
for many yea.re he.a been known amongst 
us as "oar house agent," being the 
colleotor of pew rents. Failing health 
has neoeeeite.ted the retirement from 
business life, and the cortailment of his 
activities in the Church. Bot the hope 
is entertained that our brother mav 
enjoy the comfort of "hie token of 
esteem and affection," for years to come, 
Our venerable brother I. C. Johnson 
spoke well, and with hie old-time olear
oess and vigour, and was followed by 
l\ppropriate addressee by brethren 
Mutimer, Throssell, and H. Fowler. 
The attendances were cheering, and 
collections realized £12. 

BRADFIELD ST. GEORGE.-Ser• 
vices commemorating the 65th anni
versary were held on Whit-Sunday and 
Monday. Brother F. J. Haree.nt, of 
Wattieham, preached on the Sunday to 
full congregations. The presence of the 
Holr Spirit we.a felt. The ministry of 
the Word was very much enjoyed, and 
we believe fruit will follow the seed 
sown. On the Monday our brother J, 
H. Lynn, of Becolee, preached an 
excellent sermon in the afternoon from 
Acts ii. 2, "The rushing mighty wind 
or breath." There was a large oongrege.
tion present, About 200 were present to 
tea. Mr. W. Dixon presided at the even-

ing meeting. Brother H. M. Morling, 
of Aldringha.m, read the Scriptore and 
engaged in prayer. Mr. Dixon, after 
thanking the friends present for their 
company and help on this occasion sairl 
that in the ministry he had endeavoored 
to keep the Savioor of sinners well to 
the front. No new methods had been 
tried, but they abode by salvation by 
grace, atonement by blood, regeneration 
by the Holy Ghost. Addressee of a 
spiritual nature, and all of peace, were 
given by oar brethren G. Fevall, G. 
Cobb, A. Morling, F. Harsant, J. H. 
Lynn. Friends were present from 
Brockley, Bardwell, Cockfield, Bary, 
Se.piston, Rattlesden, Wattieham, and 
Hawkedon, to whom we a.re very moch 
indebted. Doring tbe evening a parse 
of money was presented to Mr. F. Last, 
who presides at the organ, as an expres
sion "'Of our appreciation of the interest 
he takes in this part of the services. 

ILFORD (EBENEZER, CLEVELAND 
RoAD).-Servicee in connection with 
the 69th anniversary of the above ea.nee 
were held on Sunday, May 28th, when 
two sermons were preached, that in the 
morning by the pastor, Mr. J. Othen, 
from Deut. viii. 2, 3, and in the evening 
by Mr. J. A, Othen (owing to the indis
position of his father) from Poa. ciii. 
1-4. On the following Tuesday special 
services were held. Afternoon, 3.30 p.m., 
sermon by Mr. Chandler, of Prittlewell, 
who took for his sabject the words of 
Jeremiah, " Is it nothing to yon, all ye 
that pass by 1 " &o., the Lord blessing the 
words spoken to the souls of many. 
The evening service was presided over 
by Mr. H. D. Sandell, and addresses 
were delivered by Messrs. Chandler, J. 
Othen, and J. A. Othen, and the 
Secretary stated that during the past 
twelve months four had been added to 
the Church by transfer from other 
causes, hut there had not been any 
baptisms. The Church had suffered a 
heavy lose in the death of Mr. W. G. 
Faunch, who was such an ardent 
sapporter of the oause up to the time of 
hie removal from Ilford. His last act 
was to present to the Church the 
remaining portion of the plot of free
hold ground apon which the chapel 
stood, so that should the Lord continue 
to bless the cause, and the time arrive 
when a larger bailding became 
necessary, there was ground enough for 
the purpose, The Church had great 
oause for gratitude to God for His irood
nese in enabling them to clear off all 
expenses. Although the year was com
menced with a alight deficit, they could 
now boast of being free of debt antl 
having a small amount in hand. The 
attendances at each servioe was not very 
large, eepeoially on Tuesday, but the 
collections were quite up to the average. 
-GEO. S. FAUNCH. 
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STilEATHAM COMMON (Paon
DENCE CHAPEL, HAMBRO' ROAD) -
The Dorce.a e.nd Benevolent Society held 
their e.nniverae.ry service, Me.y 24th, 
under very encouraging circumste.nces. 
Tea we.s provided, arter which a public 
meeting was held, presided over by our 
friend, Mr. G. W. Bartlett, He read 
Dent. xvi., and gave us very good advice 
thereon. Mr. Carr was very sweet and 
experimental on I Cor. xiii. 13, especially 
upon the abiding in Chriet. Mr. Clark, 
from Matt. xxv. 45, '' Inasmuch," and 
our brother, Mr. Russell, spoke from the 
words, "Yea, the work of our he.nds 
establish Thou it." We pray it may be 
so, to the praise and glory of God, and 
the.t He will raise others up to assist in 
this noble work. The report of the 
year's work, &c., was read; 131 garments 
were made during the year, and the 
proceed~ from the tea and meeting 
amounted to £6 ls, 6j.-M. RUSSELL, 
Secretary. 

~EEDINGWORTH, HUNTS. - On 
May 24th a large congregation gathered 
to join the friends here in celebrating 
their anniversary. In the afternoon Mr. 
E. Mitchell 1,Jreached from Cant. viii. 5, 
describing the condition of the Church 
of God until quickened by Divine grace, 
e.nd the coming up leaning on the 
Bebved ; and in the evening they 
listened to another excellent sermon 
from Rom. v. 9. The collections were 
above the average. 

BOROUGH GREEN .-We were 
privileged to oelebrate the 88th anni
versary of the Church on Whit-Monday, 
when our brother, W. H. Ro3e, of Wool
wich, preaohed in the afternoon from 
Isa. xxu·. 8, and in the evening from 
2 Peter i. I. Although the de.y was 
Hhowery, a splendid congregation 
gathered, both afternoon and evening, 
numbers of friends coming from 
Meopham, Maidstone, Hadlo,v, and 
Bessels Green, to cheer us. Our brother 
Rose was most graciously helped to 
!!pee.k of the "High way" in the after
noon. We she.ll not easily forget the 
we.y in which he described the toil e.nd 
Jea.r experienced by God's ancient 
people during the seven months' journey 
across the desert from the scene of their 
ce.ptivity to the homeland; e.nd e.s ea.oh 
de.y passed, they would 

"Nightly pitch their moving tents 
A day's march nearer home." 

How beautifully did our brother use 
these incidents to illustrate the ee.rthly 
pilgrimage of each and every believer 
.. s he journeys to the heavenly home
land. Not less sweet or less helpful 
we.a the discourse of the evening, but, 
as in keeping with the text, of e.n 
entirely different character. Collections 
ta.ken e.t the services and the tee. te.bles 
amonnted to £7 12s. Od., which, after 

expenses were paid, we.a e. few shillings 
in e.dve.nce of last yee.r. We oan truly 
and he,.rtily sing, "Pre.ise God from 
whom a.II blessings flow," e.nd e.lthough 
sometimes a little low in apirit yet we 
like the Apostle Pe.ul, "Tho.nk God and 
te.ke coura.ge."-H. BULL. 

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK.-Do we 
a.s Christians realise sufficiently what 
an exe.lting thing the gre.oe of Go<i is 1 
or how very many social blessings it 
brings into our life 1 in how many ways 
our hearts are me.de gle.d and full of 
holy happy joy e.s the result of its in
fl uenoe in our hee.rts. We had a see.son 
of holy joy while listening to Mr. W. J. 
Styles in Ble.kenhe.m Chapel, on Friday 
evening, Me.y 26th, pree.ohing the grand 
old Gospelj it cheered us on our home
wo.rd we.y. We also had a good time on 
Whit-Sunde.y e.nd Monde.y, June 11th 
e.nd 12th, while pastor F. Fells preached 
to us three sermons on the Sunday and 
two on the Monde.y, All the sermons 
were interesting, instructive, and help
ful. On the Monday evening we felt 
we had the best wine of e.11. We thank 
God for the gifts bestowed upon our 
brother, and wish him God-speed. We 
were glad to have brother Re.neon 
present with us; a.Isa many friends from 
Ipswich and other ple.oee oe.me to 
encourage us. Me.y the Lord oontinue 
to bless, and ea.use His face to shine 
upon us.-M. A. MOORE. 

STONHAM PARVA.-Here, on June 
14th, the friends had a good time. Mr. 
R. Mutimer we.a the preacher for the 
occasion, and as usual when he oomes to 
Suffolk his discourees delighted the 
people. A good number partook of tee.. 
The Stonha.m people were greatly 
cheered and encoure.ged, and say, 
"Hither by Thy help we've come," &:c. 
-M. A. MOORE. 

WETHERDEN MISSION CHAPEL. 
THE third Sunday-school a.nniverse.ry 
was held on Sunde.y, May 14th, pa.star 
W. F. Edgerton, of Rattlesden, being 
the pree.cher. 

In the morning he spoke from Matt. 
x:ix:.13, 14; in the evening from Gen, 
xxxiii. 2. Both sermons were most 
encouraging e.nd helpful, 

In the e.fternoon, the children r!e.d 
e.lternately with the pe.stor;Pse.. xxx1v., 
who afterwards addressed them on a 
watch e.nd its lessons. The children 
ge.ve close attention, answering questions 
put to them admirably. The address 
wa.R most instructive and interesting to 
all present . 

Special hymns were exoellent!Y 
rendered by the children. . 

Congregations were good, every e.".e.tl· 
o.ble space being taken up. ColleotionB 
a.mounted to l7s. more than le.et yee.r. 

We thank God the.t we he.ve be.dour 
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0yes o.nd hearts me.de glo.d by tl1;e 
reo.liso.tlon the.t the work of gre.ce 1s 
going on in the bee.rte of the scholo.rs, 
e.nd exole.im, "Let God be pre.ised." 

J.M. S. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE Election to the Ten Guinee. Pension 
e.nd to the Ce.mherwell Asylum took 
place a.t the Ce.nnon-street Hotel, on 
June 6th. A large number of friends 
were present, amongst them being 
Messrs. Style•, Sinden, Veysey, Fell@, 
Bull, Green, Boulden, a.nd others. Great 
iDterest we.a taken in the proceedings, 
anrl, ape.rt from the specie.I object of the 
ge.thering, a.n excellent opportunity 
was provided for fraternal intercourse. 
The la.dies present o.11 worked hard for 
their respective candidates. The results 
were o.nnonnced hy Mr. Boulden, the 
che.irmo.n, a.nd printed statements ca.n 
be obtained a.t the Office. . . 

* The a.nniverse.ry of the C"mberwell 
Asylum we.a held on June 8th. Mr. 
Dalbey pree.ched a.n excellent sermon in 
the e.fternoon from the words, " Look
ing unto Jesus." A tea. we.a then po.r
te.ken of, a.fter which Mr. Allen, Mayor 
of Croydon, presided over a crowded 
meeting, when addresses were given by 
Messrs. Lovely, E. White, Dalbey, a.nd 
secretary. The fina.noie.l results were 
encoure.ging, Mr. W. Brown, who for 
many years filled the office of Warden, 
has retired, owing to a.ge a.nd infirmity. 
His successor is Mr. John Merling, who 
will be gla.d to show visitors round the 
building. 

The new Q1tarterly Record contains a. 
striking portre.it of the la.te Mr. Samuel 
She.rp, with biogra.phioa.l sketch; a.lso a. 
ve.riety of interesting a.rtioles on the 
Society, a.nd a.n illustration of the Sa.le 
of Work a.t our Hornsey Rise Asylnm. 
Copies will be gladly forwarded to 
friends who will oiroulo.te them o.mong 
non-subscribers. .. 

The a.nniversa.ry ;f the Hornsey Rise 
Asylum, together with the Sa.le of 
Work, will be held a.t the Asylum on 
Friday, July 7th. Tickets for tea. in the 
Hall, ls. ea.oh. Sermons o.t 3 o.nd 6.45 by 
Messrs. W. Lush a.nd E. Ca.rr. The 
~tt~nda.nce of a.II friends is earnestly 
10v1ted. The grounds a.re now looking 
their beat. 

• * 
The Centenary Yea.r will da.wn in 

1~7. It is proposed to ra.iae a. Million 
Shilling Fond to ma.rk this important 
event. Who will send to the Office for 
Ool!eoting Books, to hold 20, 50 or 100 
~eoeipts !or ls. ea.oh 1 Permanent help 
1s urgently needed, a.nd thie, by God's 
blessing, will be a.n excellent wa.y of 

obtaining it. "lno.smnch e.s ye he.ve 
done it nnto one of the lea.at of these 
My brethren, ye ho.ve done it unto Me." 

ANNE WEBB CHIVERS. 

Our sister we.a the widow of the late 
Thoma.a Chivers, of honoured memory. 
She we.a married when very young, and 
at tha.t time the world wa.s full of 
o.ttro.ctione for them both ; nor wa.s the 
fear of God before their eyes. Bot 

"There is a period known to God 
When all His sheep. redeemed by blood 
Tnrn to the fold and enter in, ' 
And leave the hateful ways of sin." 

This period ea.me when, in the provi
dence of God, their steps were led to the 
old Chapel in the Borough-road, and as 
our dear sister never tired of telling, 
that ma.n of God, Ja.mes Welle, became 
to her "e.n interpreter-one of a. thou
sand,'' and, after a. sea.son of deep con
viction, da.rknees and fear, her soul was 
led into light a.nd liberty, o.nd she and 
her hnsba.nd were ba.ptized a.nd became 
members of the Church. Some time 
aftorward her husband we.a ea.lied to 
the ministry of the Word, in which he 
laboured wisely, faithfully, and success
fully at Bermondsey, High Wycombe, 
a.nd Courla.nd - grove, Clapham. Our 
sister wa.~ a. true helpmeet to him, and 
proved herself as yea.re rolled on a. 
gracious, peace· loving, sympathetic 
pastor's wife. During their stay 
a.t Clo.phe.m she, with others, wa.e 
instrumental in founding a. Benevolent 
Society, of w hioh she was the first 
president-a. Society tha.t still con
tinues its useful work o.n:.ong the eick 
and poor. Her husband went home 
exactly twenty yea.re before her, a.nd 
during her widowhood she we.a for a. 
ooneidera.ble time a. member of the 
Churoh a.t Hounslow, a.nd during the 
la.et two or three yee.rs a.t Courla.nd
grove. She pa.seed a.way a.t Frinton, 
after a. brief illness, on April 11th, 1905. 
She wa.e a.n eminently epiritua.lly
minded woman, never so well pleased 
as when ebe oonld talk of the best 
things and tell of His fa.ithfulneee a.nd 
oe.re, His gra.oious a.ppea.ringe, a.nd 
tokens for good He had given her. She 
showed forth in her life the grace tha.t 
had been wrought in her bee.rt in 
tender kindness and sympathy, never 
losing even in extreme old a.ge a loving 
interest in the young o.nd a. deep con
cern for their welfare. God's oa.use 
and Hie people la.y very nea.r her heart. 
Not ma.ny months before she died she 
wrote to her pastor in view of her last 
visit to London, when she partook of 
the Lord's Supper for the le.et time, a.nd 
referred to the death of a. faithful 
deacon : "Yon ho.ve lost a. dea.r one, but 
the Lord ha.a helped and is faithful to 
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His word, 'I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee.' I hope we shall have a 
good time at His table. I expect it will 
be the last time, but we shall soon be 
where ohange and deoay will not affect 
us-for ever with the Lord. Till then 
may the Lord bless and strengthen 
you." On April 15th, at Nunhead, the 
body of our beloved sister was laid to 
rest with that of her well-loved and 
honoured husband "till He come."
H. D. 

SARAH HALL, 

of Stonham Parva, Suffolk, passed away 
on the 7th of February last. Having for 
some time suffered from asthma and 
bronchitis, she was unable to attend the 
services at the chapel. Our departed 
sister, together with the writer and 
three others, were the first five seals to 
the ministry of the late Caleb Broome, 
at Stonbam Bethel. For over 40 years 
she continued a useful and consistent 
member, acting a Martha's part. Her 
practice was in harmony with her pro
fession. Her mortal remains were in
terred in the churchyard at Stonham 
Aspal, friends gathering to show their 
respect for our dear sister. Our pastor 
preached a memorial sermon from the 
words in Job vii. 2, 3. This chapter was 
her experience to the letter, but there 
was no murmuring against her Heavenly 
Father.-A. G. H. _ 

MRS. A. ALFREY 
departed.this life on June 6th. at the ripe 
age of 79. She was a godly woman, a pray
ing mother, esteemed by a.II ·who knew her. 
The Church at Pntney-ro·,d will miss her, 
she having been connected with the Cause 
for many years. She loved the _earthly 
courts, and has now gone to the heavenly. 
One of the last verses qooled by her was:-

" Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine 
My life and death attend: 

Thy presence through my journey shine, 
And crown my journey'B end." 

The !llterment took place at Enfield High
way Cemetery, Mr. S. Mason conducting the 
service. May the Lord in His mercy comfort 
those who remain.-G. F. 

SAMUEL GEORGE ELLIOTT. 
Born in Bri11hton on October 22nd.1851, our 

brother received the home-call on May 2nd, 
1905, in his fifty-fourth year. He was 
favoored with the rich blessing of godly 
parents. His father was a deacon at 
Ebenezer Chapel, Richmond-street,Brigbton, 
for many years. He was early the subject 
of deep impression~ of a ~piri1,ual nature, 
and although he was baptized and added to 
the Church at Ebenezer, in December, 1870, 
when just turned nineteen years of age, he 
had been the snbject of many deep exerci.es 
for several vears before he found "peace in 
believini:, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost." Under the able ministry of the late 
1"rael Atkinson bis soul prospered greatly 
as his mind became enlarged, and he drank 
in the truths of the everlasting Goepel. He 
became a close friend of his pastor, who 
took especial pleasure in yonng men who 
couid and did appreciate the deep things of 
God in which his own soul delighted, About 
ten years after hie admission to the Church 

• at Ebenezer he was removed, in the provi. 
dence of God, to London, and had to lenrn 
out 1n pa.mful experience what it is to bu 
'!'eaned from the breasts of Zion's consoln
t10ns. But in 1890 he found o. settled 
spmtual home nt Acton, in the liltle Church 
for so many years undet· tha pastorate of 
the late Ml". William Archer. In the yeur 
follow!llg he was elected deacon and Ohurcb 
secretary. and in July, rno2, he entered into 
the work_ of the Sunday-scbool. He con
tinned dihgently to fulfil his offices at Acton 
~ntil his _death. On Easter Monday morn
!llg, April 24th. he wa.s at the service at 
North-road Chapel, Brentford. The next 
day_ he wns compolled to return from 
business early, feeling very unwell. but no 
danger was apprehended until the following 
Monday, and ho closed his life here on earth 
the next day to enter upon a higher and 
nobler life in the '"better country." Oar 
brother was a thoronghly well-taught 
Christian. His mental powers were mncb 
above the average: he was a great reader 
and close st_ndent of the living Word, and 
tbe many trials with which it had I leased 
God to. exercise him, by His blessing, had 
given him a deep experience of the value of 
true religion. He never spared himself in 
the service of the Church to which he 
belonged, whose interest Jay very near to 
his heart, and whose welfare he was con
stantly seeking. A sorrowing widow and 
seven children-three of whom are members 
of the Church at Acton-together with the 
Church with which he was connected,and a 
considerable circle of Christian friends 
mourn his, to them, too early departure: 
Yet we know that God makes no mistakes, 
and His time is ever the best, while His 
gracious promises assure the enrvivore of 
comfort, snppor.t, and supplies. 
'"Thon art gone to the grave, but 'twere 

wrong to deplore thee, 
For God was thy Ransom, thy Guardian 

and Guide; 
He gave thee, He took thee, and He will 

restore thee ; 
And death bath no sting since the 

Saviour ho.lb died:' -E. M. 

WILLIAM RUMSEY. 
Our dear brother passed nway very 

soddenly on Saturday morning, May J3tb 
He was taken ill on the previous Thursday. 
Although everything that medical skill 
could suggest was done, the very severe 
pains could not be nrrested. Morphia bad 
to be injected, so that oar brother passed 
away unconscious. Mrs. Rumsey tried 
to speak to him. Once he said, "A 
precious Christ "-this was a fa vonrite 
sentence of our brothers while preaching. 
He had ministered the Wora at Cransford 
seven years, Walaham-Je--WiJJows six years, 
Brackley seven years, Harwich two years. 
For the po.et three years he had lived at 
Bury St. Edmonds, a.ad ho.a supplied 
Churches in Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex, and 
Cambs, always adhering to the Gospel of 
free and sovereign grace, preaching on these 
lines, o.e he was wont to so.y, a precioos 
Christ. Our brother wo.s bo.ptized at 
Framsden by oar friend o.nd brother, Mr. 
a. Cobb, and has. through grnce, maintained 
an honourable, Christian character. Tho 
fnnoral was conducted by myself and our 
brother A. Marling (of Cottenham) in the 
cemetery, Bary St. Edmunds, our brother, 
Mr. Cobb, concluding the service at the 
grave. Tbe large number of friends wbo 
attended showed the respect in which 
our brother_ was held.. The widow and 
family hu.s oar deep sympathy,-W. D. 
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CHAPTER !.-CHILDHOOD. 

'' Honour and shame from no condition rise, 
Act well your part ; there all the merit lies." 

TOWARDS the close of the first half of the eighteenth century, 
and midway in the long reign of George the Second, William 

Hunt, an agricultural labourer, with Elizabeth his wife, and their nine 
little girls, occupied a substantially bailt cottage standing at the junction 
of four lanes on the high road between Goudhurst and Cran brook, in the 
Weald of Kent.• Their master, Barnabas Rassel, a large farmer, was so 
unprincipled that, althorigh married, he formed an illicit connection 
with the wife of the humble man who served him. This resulted in the 
birth of an illegitimate child-her only eon-the story of whose life, 
though "a twice told tale," we purpose briefly relating once more. 

Serious as was the poor woman's offence, her kindly-hearted hnsband 
condoned it, making no difference between the boy and his own chil
dren, one of whom was born subsequently. 

He first saw the light on February 2nd, I 7 45, and though very 
probably half-baptised,t as was then common, he was not for some time 
publicly christened. For this, plausible reasons may he surmised. He 
was, perhaps, a sickly babe. The cost of the garments, in which for the 
family's credit he should have been presented, may have exceeded their 
limited means. Probably, however, the story of his paternity had 
become current, and the ceremony, for prudential reasons, was deferred. 
Certainly, he lived as a little un-named waif till more than five years old, 
when, on Sunday, November 14th, 1750, he was made a Christian, a~ 
far as the Church by law established could perform the office for him, 
and was named WILLIAM HUNT after bis reputed father. 

Picture the scene. The day is cold, the wearisome morning service 
is over. The minister," with a well-bred whisper," has brought his 
sermon to a close. The sparce congregation file out of the sacred edifice ; 
but a sturdy peasant, with his still comely wife and a few friends, 
press towards tbe font, to be joined by the clergyman, who has again 
resumed his surplice to indicate the sacerdotal character of the forth
coming function. Regard the curly-haired little boy, with his wonder
waiting eyes, and his look of mingled shyness and assurance, as he holds 
up his grave, intelligent face to receive the sprinkled water from the 
priest's hand. List~n to the stately sentences which follow :-

" We receive this child into the congregation of Christ's flock, aad 
do sign him with the sign of the cross, in token that hereafter he shall 

* The spot was known as "The Four Wents "-went being an old English 
word for a. narrow winding lane. 

t Half-baptism was a private ceremony performed at the residence of a.n 
infant's pa.rents by a clergyman. The form used is given in the O~ce for the 
" Private Baptism of Children." The sign of the Cross and the a.ppomtment of 
god-pa.rents were omitted. 

VOL. LXI. AUGGST, 1905. Q 
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not be aohamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified, and manfully to 
fight under His banner against sin, the world and the devil; and to con
tinue Christ's faithful soldier and servant unto his life's end. Amen." 

Perfunctory and meaningless as this emptiest of ceremonies often 
pro,es, useless as to any good it effects either to the child or those that 
have to do with it, in the present case the solemn words were highly 
prophetic, and in God's good time were verified to the letter. Go forth, 
then, poor little lad, into the chill air of that bleak November day. 
Thon as yet, hast no idea of the significance of what has been spoken, 
but thou shalt know hereafter. In due time thou shalr be r~ally bap
tiEed, but by no man-made and white-robed priest. The Son of God, 
who died for thee, will Himself receive thee into the congregation of His 
flock. Thou shalt, by sovereign grace, '' confess the faith of Christ 
crucified." He will enlist thee" to fight under His banner," and thou 
shalt "continue His faithful soldier and servant unto thy life's end." 

Bitter lessons, h&d, however, to be learnt first. The hardships of 
the family at the " Four Wents" were of the severest order. Five of 
the eleven children, indeed, died young; but the rent had to be paid, and 
food and clothing provided for eight persons on the paltry pittance of 
seven, or at most-in harvest time-of nine shillings a week, the parish 
rendering no help. Their poverty was' therefore extreme. The youngsters 
rarely had enough to eat, save when, if the rent was not due and no 
other debt was pressed for, they enjoyed the unwonted treat of a meat 
dinner on Sundays. Forty year~ after, William avowed that his child
hood's days were "so embittered by hunger, cold, and almost nakedness, 
that he often secretly wished that be was a beast and able to fill bis belly 
in the fields." 

This was gall and wormwood to the proud and sensitive boy, who
cas be has told us-was often mortified to the highest degreee when at 
Bchool, to see how the well-do-do farmers' sons "fared at the dinner 
hour," while be, foodles, and faint, "had to skulk about half-starved." 

At this period, Great Britain was at war with France, and many 
French soldiers and officers who had been made prisoners were detaineJ 
in our jails and elsewhere till peace should be proclaimed. Some were 
.thus confined in Sissinghurst Castle, near Cranbrook, while others were 
permitted to reside-on their parole d'honeur, or promise not to atttimpt 
to escape-in private lodgings in the town itself. 

It chanced one day that little William came upon a boy, employed 
iby these to go on their errands, who was carrying a large loaf. This, 
half-frenzied with the rage of hunger, he seized and broke off a portion. 
The remainder he restored and quickly took to his heels. 

We need not conclade from this that he was degenerating into a mere 
"larrikin " or "hooligan." When relating the incident, many years 
after, be pleads, with a touch of humour, that this was his "only highway 
robbery." He indeed, admits that he at times, plundered fruit and stole 
turnips, though these, be states, were generally the property of the man 
who, as he had learned, was his actual father. We do not excuse the 
somewhat dubious morality here implied, but, when all is allowed for, 
censure may surely deal leniently with these, the sins of his youth. 

It must be remembered that the popular standard of morality was at 
this period most low and degrading. If we turn to Cowper's "Tirocinium" 
we shall find how the sons of high-born gentlemen behaved in the3e days. 
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What wonder, then, that this poor, neglected peasant-lad should 
have been guilty of faults over which oblivion would long have flung her 
mantle, but for bis own unparalleled frankness in recounting them to 
the glory of the Lord he was afterwards to serve so truly. 

A dame echool is an institution of the past. It was generally held in 
the "keeping-room " of a cottage, by an old lady who, though past work, 
could just ,read the tattered spelling book which lay before her, through 
her great horn spectacles, and was able to impart very rudimentary 
instruction to small children. At Cranbrook, such a school was con
ducted by an aged couple named Boyce, who seem to have been more 
efficient than some of their class. To their care little William was 
entrusted, and not only learnt his ABC, but became able to spell out a 
few of the reading lessons in the Dame's primer, and even some easy 
veri!ei! from the New Te~tament. But for this the family could not long 
afford to pay. He was, therefore, taken away, and spent bis time mainly 
in gathering sticks for the winter's fire, or gleaning at harvest time with 
bis sisters and his mother. 

The latter, however, regretted that her boy, in whom she in all 
probability, mother-like, perceived more than ordinary abilities, should 
thus be left to run wild. She longed for him to be a-:l.mitted into the 
Grammar School in the adjacent town, at which a proportion of poor 
boys were received gratuitously on the recommendation of persons of 
influence in the parish. She, therefore, successfully importuned Farmer 
Russel, the lad's real father, to exert himself in their son's favour. 

John Has~el, the master of Dence's Free Grammar School, Cun
brook, must have greatly resembled the well-known schoolmaster in 
Goldsmith's'-' Deserted Village." 

" A man severe he was and stern to view ; 
I knew him well and every truant knew, 
Yet he was kind, or if severe in aught, 
The love he bore to lea.ruing was in fa.ult. 
The village a.II declared how muoh he knew, 
''fwas certain he could write and cypher too ; 
Lands he could measure, terms a.nd tides pressa.ge, 
And e'en the story went tha.t he could ga.u!(e; 
While words of lea.rued length and thundering sound 
Amo.zed the gazing rustics ranged around; 
And still they ga.zed, a.nd still the wonder grew, 
Tha.t one sma.11 head could carry all he knew." 

He was au excellent penman, a competent accountant, and had now 
filled his post with honour and usefulness for forty yea1·s. To him 
little William was sent for a few months, and soon recovered the scanty 
learning he had nearly lost. He began to write a little, and could not 
only spell oat the words of the New Testament, but read a chapter with 
eome ease aud inte1ligence. He, however, did not stay long enough to 
learn to keep accounts. 

It is always interesting to trace the mental history of one who bas 
affected others for good. In the present case this is easy, as he of whom 
we write bas given the moi!t nai:ve and circumstantial account of the 
dawn of his intelligence and how he began to observe and reflect. 

Objects which intereet most lads appear to have had hardly any 
attraction fo1· him. He recounts no boyish games or adventures, und 
records no early friendships. Nature in her varying moods seems not 
fo have fascinated him. He tells of no books that he read. He recalls 
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no pet animals. He did not give his mind to rural sports or amuse
ments. His main concern in these, his childhood's days, was simply to 
get enough to eat. 

Yet think- he a.Esuredly did, and on no ordinary subjects, and in no 
ordinary way. While attending the village school in his sixth or 
seventh year he, for the first time, heard from the old lady and her 
husband of the existence of the Supreme Being, as One who took notice 
of children's sins. The idea long stuck to his conscience. Who this 
God Almighty was he could not conjecture, or conceive how He could 
h.11ow what his sins were without asking- his mother about them. 

Godfrey, the local exciseman, however, at this time attracttd bis 
notice. He was a man of a stern and hard-favoured countenance. 
The boy of1en watched him hurrying from place to place, with an ink
bottle hanging from the button-hole of his coat and his gauger's sliding 
rule in his hand, and conceived a droll and fantastic idea concerning 
him which could have entered into none but a reflective and fanciful 
mind. 

He imagined, as he tells us, this man to have been employed by God 
Almighty to observe and record children's sins. "Once, when in the 
Market House" (to use his own words), "I watched him narrowly, and 
ihought that he walked so fast because he had eo much to do to find out 
all that boys and girls did that was wrong. As he hurried from one 
shop to another, I kept my eyes on him, an.d from this time regarded him 
as a most formidable being, to be shunned if pos~ible as my greatest 
enemy." '· If afterwards," he further says, "he happened to meet me 
unawares in turning a corner, you might have struck me down with a 
feather. I hung my head, bowed and scraped, till I could g':lt out of his 
sight, and then I fled when none but conscience pursued." 

Punishment for sin he found was to be inflicted after death. He, 
therefore, hated the churchyard, into which he rarely went in the dark. 
He would travel any distance round about, rather than drag his guilty 
conscience across that enchanted spot.. 

Strange to say, in spite of his squalid and irreligious surroundings, 
he had conceived some crude ideas that God might be approached in 
worship. The exciseman, he tells us, "was a terror to him for a long 
time," a terror from which one phase of his religious life seems to have 
originated, and which caused him "to say many prayers." 

Longfellow's "My Lost Youth " is widely known. What he so 
beautifully tells us of himself is also true of Lhe early days of many 
others, who were destined to reach and move the hearts of their fellow
men. His fine lines may therefore help us to understand the lonely lad 
whose history we are trying to present in the dry light of impartial 
truth. Let us recall some of the verses :-

" I remember the gleams and glooms that dart 
Across the school-boy's brain; 

The song and the silence in the heart 
That in part are prophecies. and in part 

Are longings wild and vain. 
And the voice of that fitful song 
Sings on, e.nd is never still, 
A boy's will is the wind's will, 

And the thoughts of youth e.re Jong, long thoughts. 

There are things of which I may not speak, 
There are dreams which cannot die ; 
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There e.re thoughts tha.t me.ke the strong hee.rt wee.k, 
And bring e. pe.llor into the cheek 

And e. mist before the eye. 
And the words of the.t fateful song 
Come over me like a. chill-
• A boy's will is the wind's will, 

And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts.'" 
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What this curious little creature, with his strange possibilities and 
powers for good or evil, did with himself in after years, or, rather, what 
·the Lord, whom as yet he knew not, was pleased to do with him, is to be 
told in subsequent papers." 

PAST, PRESENT, AND FGTURE. 
(Concluded). 

BY E. MITCH.lilLL. 

'" For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
Hie Son; much more, being reconciled, we she.11 be saved by His life." 

WE have ventured to take a glance at God's dear children as they were 
before they first "know the Lord, or rather were known of Him" 

(Gal. iv. 9). Their past condition we saw to have. been that of "enmity 
against God," and we endPavoured to emphasise how comprehensive, 
how desperate, and how 8ad is the force of the appalli!lg words. In 
striking contrast to this is 

OUR PRESENT STATE. 

We are now "reconciled to God.'' This is wholly the work of God. 
Its foundation is the removal of our sins. God ever loved His people, 
yet their sins m'l.de a breach. It must ever be remembered that God is 
the Lawgiver and Judge of all intelligent cre~tures. His character in 
these relations must be maintained. It is impossible for Him to act 
contrary to any one of His perfections-that were to make Him 
imperfect. The love of the Father must not override the jns~ice of the 
Judge; hence the need of the atonement. Divine justice satisfied, the 
Lawgiver's rights maintained, aml the holiness of God vindicated, the 
way is open tor friendship to be resum~d between God and the sinner. 

This reconciliation is effected at immense cost. It is by the death of 
God's Son. " Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 J obn iv. 10). 
This beggars our highest conceptions and drowns our thoughts. "God 
i~ love." His love is without limit. '' He gave His only begotten 
Son.'' More cannot he conceived. Nav, with reverencP, be it R~id. 

•The preparation of the e.bove, which (n.v.) for e. few months will te.ke 
the place of the•· Echoes from the Sa.notuary," we.s suggested by the article in 
'.' T.P's. Weekly·• for April 24th, "A Noisy Se.int of North London," e.nd the 
1nfe.mous Article on Huntington in the "Dictionary of Nationa.l Biogre.phy," a.n 
e_xtensive work of deserved repute, e.nd ordine.rily rege.rded as the a.uthority on the 
hvee e.nd chara.cters of the persons with whom it dee.ls. No popu\11,r life of" The 
Coa.lhee.ver" he.a appee.red since Richa,rd Heath's excellent sketch in '' Golden 
Hours " for 1873, now non-att11,in11,ble. Our late friend Ebenezor Hooper's two 
-b~oke he.ve also been long out of print. It seemed timely, therefore, a.s Satan 
w1U not suffer the fair fame of this gree.t me.n to rest, to lot the rising goaera.tion 
kuow tlle ma.in fe.cts of his lifo e.ncl le.bouts. 



234 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

God Himself can do no more. He has reconciled us to Himself by the 
death of l:iis Son, and no longer is sin imputed to us, fo1· we are "justi
fied by the blood of Christ." 

Our enmity is slain by the gracious operations of the Spfrit of God. 
He quickened our souls, convinced us of our sin, its heinous character 
as well as its guilt caused us to cry for mercy, and in due time sealed 
forgiveness on our hearts through the atonement of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We thus received the reconciliation and rejoiced in God. Peace 
with God is the effect of justification ; reconciliation results from the 
atonement. Peace based on any other ground is a delusion and a snare. 
Speaking of this sweet experience, Kent says :- •• 

" Hero we stood at peace with heav'n, 
Found the sweets of sins forgiv'n ; 
Wept as pardoned sinners do, 
Felt the blood of sprinkling too." 

Our peace with God can only be maintained in our experience by con
stant believing views of our Lord's atonement. 

Our present state is a truly blessed one. The breach has been made 
up. Our sins have been equitably remoied. We enjoy sweet peace 
with God. How striking is the contrast betwixt our past and present ! 
How dPep the debt of love and gratitude we owe to God for the exceed
ing riches of His grace thus manifested toward us I This debt of grace 
is the only debt we now owe, and the deeper our sense thereof Lhe 
sweeter it becomes. 

But the text leads us on to consider 
OUR FUTURE SAFETY. 

"Much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life." Our 
Lord not only died for us, but He rose and lives on our behalf. By His 
death He acquired the right to save us ; by His life He is qualified to 
exercise that right. The future is often a source of anxiety to men 
naturally. Their present position from a worldly point of view may be 
good, but what of the future ? W e11 may they be anxious, for every 
earthly thing is uncertain and insecure. This is true also of the believer. 
Temporal and natural mercies 11.re but loans. God may resume them at 
any time, and certainly ere long they will cease. But our eternal safe1.y 
and welfare are secured beyond the possibility of lOEs. Whatever else 
may betide, "we shall be saved." If those who have been reconciled to 
God can be lost, then words have no meaniog, and the apostle's argu
ment is fallacious and misleading. This is unthinkable to us. 
Justified by the blood of Christ, we sha.11 be saved from wrath through 
Him ; reconciled by His deat,h, we shall be s'l.ved by His life. 

There is a covenant union between our Lord and His people. Hence, 
said He, "Because I live, ye shall live also." His death as our Rep_re
sentative discharged our obligations to the law, and His res~irrect~on 
secures our life. If we died with Christ, wE Fhall also live with Him. 
The Head and the membei s cannc.t be separated ; but the life that 
dwells in all its fulness in our Lord has been communicated in measure 
to every reconciled soul. The Spirit of Christ dwells in every 
regenerated heart. '' And if Christ be in you, the body is dead ~~cause 
of sin; but the spirit is life because of righteousness" (Rom. v111. 10). 

The life of Chris'., secures the salvation of His people; we arc saved 
by virtue of the vital union betwetn the Head and every member. 
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Our safety is also secured by the interression of our Lord. " He is 
abl~ also to save_ them to the nttermost that come unto God by Him, 
seemg ~e ever hveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25). 
"Who 1s he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, ye1, rather, that 
is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh 
intercession for us " ( Rom. viii. 34 ). He lives to carry on onr cause in 
the high court of heaven, to confute our adversary, to remove all oar 
guilt, and procure every needed blessing for us. 

" Great Advocate, Almighty Friend
On Him our humble hopes depend ; 
Our cause can never, never fail, 
For Jesus pleads, and must prevail." 

We shall be saved also by the exercise of His Kingly authority. 
"as Thou bas given Him power over all flesh, that He sh•mld give 
eternal life to as many as Thon hast given Him" (John xvii. 2). 
Dangers and foes beset onr life on every hand; but our Lord is supreme
over all, and holds His office for the benefit of His people. God •· hath 
pat all things under His feet, and gave Him to be Head over all things 
to the Church, which is Hi,1 body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in. 
all" (Eph. i. 22, 23). 

" Satan may vent his sharpest spite, 
And all his legions roar, 

Almighty mercy guards my life, 
And bounds his raging pow'r." 

The apostle prefaces the statement of the believer's final safety with 
a strong e.rpression-" Much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life." The same expression occurs in ver. 9 and is repeated in 
verses 15 and 20. The meaning in our text appears to be that the most 
difficult part having been achieved, the less difficult is most certain to 
follow. To reconcile us to Him8e!f was a greater work than to keep us~ 
it was a more difficulL task for Chri!!t to die for us than to live on our 
behalf. If therefore God has done the greatet· thing, much more will 
He do the l~sser. " He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things ? " 
(Rom. viii. 32 ). The love of God that was great enough to reconcile
us, when we were enemies, by the death of His Son, will much more be 
sufficient to preserve us to the end. We may dismiss our fears e.nd 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, for He who loved us well enough 
to lay down His life for us will not be found wanting in what reme.ias 
to complete our salvation. 

Thus, lead by our text, we have reviewed our past rondition, 
considered our present state, and contemplated our future safety. The 
past produces she.me and contrit.ion, the present affords peace and 
confidence, while the future is bright with humble hope and holy 
expectation. Our bad past was our own. The rest we owe to rich, 
sovereign, distinguishin){ grace. How deep then is Ollr debt of love 
and gratitude to our all.glorious and ever-gracious Triune Covenant 
God! 

" He raised me from the deeps of sin, 
The gates of gaping hell ; 

And fixed my standing more secure 
Than 'twas before I fell." 
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"THE BAR ON THE HEART." 
AN EPISODE IN THE LIFE OF WILLIAM HUNTINGTON. 

Part II.-Conclusion. 

WHAT may be called tl,e theory of pmyer-ru,, laid d~wn in the Word 
of God-i8 extremely simple. It is the appeal of faith for favours 

which He has undertaken to grant. " Ask what ye will and it shall be 
done unto you." " If ye shall ask anything in My name, I will do it." 
"Wbat things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them and ye shall have thtm." "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
in My name, He will give it you.'' " Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble; I will deli'"er thee and thou shalt glorify Me." Thus, 

" \Vhate'er our bosoms' joy or grief, our matters great or small. 
Are but an errand to His throne. THEN GO AND TELL HIM ALL." 

PRAYER AT TIMES BEYOND OUR POWER. 

The experi,ence of prayer in the spiritual life of true believers, how
ever, often seems to fail to '"erify these assurances. Some at times 
simply cannot pray. Troubles may sorely oppress them. Satan may 
obtrude and hinder. Cares may weigh heavily on their spirits. Their 
needs may be obvioqs, but the heart in relation to G-0d is cold and 
mute. " The words they would fain utter cling like icicles to their 
closed lips" (Hazelton). They can neither find their God on His seat 
nor " order their cause before Him ; nor fill their mouth with 
arguments" (Job .xxiii. 2). "' To will '~is present with them, but 
how to perform they find not." How distressing is this experience to 
the living children of God, who are thus almost induced to fear that 
Hi.I" grace has never affected their hearts. A great poet-teacher, whose 
judgment is unquestioned, has however left on record as one of " the 
footsteps of the flock," the lines we love so well :-

" Zee.I extinguished tci a spark ; 
Life is very, very· low ; 

All my evidences dark I . 
And good works I've none to show. 

Prayer, too, seems a load, 
Ordinances tee.se or tire, 

I can feel no love to God, 
Hardly have a good desire."-HART. 

PRAYER, THOUGH EARNEST AND SINCERE, UNANSWERED. 

At times, in contrast to this, some have a volubility in private prayer 
which almost surprises tbem. Words. flow apace. Texts many come to 
the mind. Precious promises are opened up and applied to . the heart 
with what seems to be Divine power. Favourable answers _are 
vehemently sought, and with what they think, is great strength of faith. 
Favourable response3 to r;uch petition!! are, tbereford, confidently 
expected-but frequently, to tl:eir amazement, are not vouchsaved. 
Such unanswered prayers are often the present and pressing trials of the 
Lord's true people. . 

In this way the theory of prayer and the experience of prayer col11de 
in the history of those who fain would, at all costs, be right ~ith God. 
This causes acutest soul-trouble, which, however, generally g1 ve, fresh 
and solemn employment to those that are exercised by it. 
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It leads to rigid self-examination, and causes us to review and recon
sider the petitions about which, at the time, we were so confident and 
perhaps a little complacent. Was the ability to express onr,elves so 
fluently an effort of religious nalltre, or the result of Lhe inner operations 
of Him whose covenant office it is, when He sees fit, to "help our 
infirmities"? The prayers He inspires are often groans-but we recall 
that those prayers came with much ease and fluency. The "boldness" 
of free utterance is indeed sanctioned by Him who occupies the throne 
of grace (Heh. iv. 16); but, was ours then the arrogance of presumption 
-mere thoughtless rashnes3; or the humble audacity of those to whose 
faith God ill extending the golden sceptre of condescending encourage
ment? (Esther v. 2). In true answers to questions like these, the solu
tion of the problem of supposed unanswered prayers may often be found. 

Again. Uhristians, when so tried, are driven lO search the Scriptures 
for the texts on which their confidence was based, to see if their natural 
memory accurately retained God's exact words, and whether the mean
ing they have been wont to attach to them is indeed what they were 
designed to convey. For instance, five texts are cited on a previous page. 
The force of the first hangs on" If ye abide in Me" (John xv. 7). Tnf' 
second and fourth demand the inquiry as to what is expressed and 
involved in "asking in Christ's name" (John xiv. 14 and xvi. 23, 24). 
Viewed in its connection, the third has to do with the forgiving spirit, 
alas, so rare in Christian hearts (Mark xi. 24). The opening word 
"rind'' of Psalm 1. 15 vitally conjoins it with the preceding verse. Has 
the reader never begged to be delivered from popular, plausible, and 
flesh-pleaeing-but erroneous-views of the Scriptures of truth ? To 
these, apparent non-success in prayer may sometimes be traced. 

PRAYER DIVINELY REPRESSED. 

The discrtpancy betweeu the theory and the experience of prayer 
has often been evident in the fact, to the consideration of which this 
paper is devoted. The Lord occasionally inspires definite prayer for 
what He intends to bestow. •• Prayer was appointed to convey the 
blessing~ God designs to give." Thus Bunyan states, in his •• Grace 
Abounding," 287, that" where (as it proved) he had a work to do for 
God, he previously felt, as it were, the going of God upon his spirit, to 
desire he might preach there" . . . and that when his sermons were to 
be savingly useful to sinners,-and " their souls to be given in, as the 
fruits of his ministry"-" their souls in particular had been strongly 
set upon his heart, and he had been stirred up to wish for thoir 
salvation." This experience might be exemplified in m!lny other 
recorded instances did space permit. 

Conversely, at times, when it is not the Lord's purpose to grant 
favours on which the hearts of His people are naturally set, He 
mysteriously prevrnts their praying for such things. He never tantalises 
His people by raisin~ their hopes in vain. This experience differs from 
that we first noticed. That was the dumbness of a heart which cannot 
pray ; this the rnforced reticence on one sulJ,ject, of a heart conscious of 
being at the time, in the light of God's couiltennnce. 

We proceed for exemplification to the incident in the life of 
WILLIA.M HUNTINGTON. 

That this great man fully believed in the efficacy of prayer, is evident 
R 
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from his writings and the experience be bas so fully recorded. To him, 
therefore, confident appeal is made for confirmation of what has beeu 
adnrnced on the subject. 

At Boluey, on the high road between London and BriJ!bton, in the 
year 1804-, there resided a family named Blaker, consisting of the father 
mother, two daughters and a sou. Nine years previously Hunticgto~ 
had formed Mr. Hlaker's acquaintance, and had been made spiritually 
useful to him during a long night-ride in II post-chaise from the 
Me~ropolis ~ his home. Friendships thus formed are generally lasting. 
Tll!S grew with years, and be became greatly attached to them, especi~lly 
to. Elizabeth, the elder daughter ; and be paid them a visit every summer. 
His friend always styled him'' his father in Cbri-t." . 

In the earlier days of their acquaintance, his wife became so ill that 
her doctor abandoned all hope of her recovery, stating that be. could be 
of no further use. Huntingt-m, however, found a'' eonfidence in his 
hea1 t " that she was not then to die, " and a desire. to exercise it in 
prayer." "He had," as he told her daughter Elizabeth, "more hope in 
the mercy of God in answer to prayer than in all the medicines and 
means she had tried." In compaoy with his friend Jenkin Jenkins, of 
Lewes, he called 011 her, to fiod her reduced to a skeleto11 ; but they 
·• shut themselves up in a room and prayed foi· her repeatedly, pleading 
Matt. xviii. 19, "that if two of you shall agree," &c. In less tha11 a 
week !!he again began to eat meat, in time recofered her health, and 
lived m:my years. lo December, 1804, he trnders her his "lore and 
duty" in a letter to her daughter, and refers to her as still alive in 
1806. Hence he concludes, in the letter just mentioned, that "what 
faith credits, hope expects-and the promises of God are sure to both." 

In ~ ovr,mber, 1804, many years later, the father, whom he loved 
with all the ardour of his great, tender heart, was also taken ill, and was 
shortly upon the verge of death. His daughters, thflrefore, wro!e to 
entreat their valued friend to come to them in their trouble ; and 

,especially implored him to pray for tileir father's recovery. He was, 
however, soon taken from them. Had prayer then cea11ed to be effectual? 
Let these extracts from his letters to Elizabeth Blaker reply :-

" When I received your first letter respecting your father's illness I 
went to lay it before God and to entreat the Almighty to spare His 
useful life ; but 

'' I FELT A BAR ON MY HEART, 

so that I could not; nor did I dare once pray for his life. From that 
moment I was fully persuaded that he would never rise [from his si~k 
bed] again. You, indeed, wrote, stating' that he was better.' I said 
to Lady SaundersOI1, ' He will relapse ; he will never rise any more.' " 

He expired, as a matter of fact, on the following Monday, the tidings 
being at once sent to his long-loved friend, who thus replied :-

" I have received what I fully expected and knew before the coming 
of your letter. As I told you, when you first informed me of your 
father's illness, I spread the matter before the Lord in prayer, b~t felt 
a bar upon my heart. 'The Spirit of grace and supplication maketh mter
cession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered,' always 'accord
ing to the will of God,' but nevtr against it. 

" I guessed that your desire for my coming was in hopes that the 
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united prayers of many might prevail with God to spare your fa;,her a 
little huger ; but I hai early intimation that this would no, be granted, 
and against faith and c rnscience none can prevail. 

" It was not so with me when your mother was so ill, and I told 
you," &c.-as before related." 

"God hath said, 'I will dwell in them, and walk in them' " (2 Cor. 
vi. 16). The latter clause is often cited as difficult to expound, but 
surely this man both understood and experienced its meaning. Reader, 
do you ? The writer solemnly adds, " Do I ? " 

For our mutual help, let us read together a few sentence3 on the 
Holy Spirit, our Helper in prayer, from the pen of the same writer
and so bring our pap~r to its close. 

"Ti:te Holy Spirit is a sweet Leader, and an inward Dictator. 
Ob3erve tbe inclinations which He gives to prayer and obey them, and 
likewise the assistance that He grants to us while engaged in it; the 
passagts He brings for us to plead, the arguments He gives us to use; 
the fervour, the faith, the expectation also, as well as the enlargement 
of hea.rt, the boldness, the nearneis of access, the freedom and 
familiarity. 

" ' In all these things, He helps our infirmities, and makes sensible 
intercession for us,' according to the will of God. Besides, obser~e the 
melting and humbling- sensa~ions, the powerful motions of love that He 
originates and the sight that He give3 us of our wants, and of the 
fulness of Christ to supply them. How various are the views that He 
affords us of the Saviour·s sufferings, and the discoveries He gives us of 
the mysteries of His kingdom ; and the prospects He discloses, and the 
sweet thou:1:hts which Hi8 wonderful opera.tions produce in the heaven
born soul ! 

" He that is led by this infallible Guide is a child of God. Wbat, 
therefore, He dictates observil, what He points out do, and where He 
lea.ds g..>. And ' he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap 
life everla.stiag.' " 

TREACHEROUS CALMS.-" I have, for many years, found that as 
surely as I try and make myself comfortable in my :fleshly rep)se, some
thing occur.i to drive me out of my rest-something that brings upon 
me fresh exercises, conflicts and fear;;, to whip me out of the treacherous 
calm I had been under."-Hemin7ton's Memorial, page 4-L 

• Before the writer e.s he pens these words, is e.n actue.l letter from Willio.m 
H~ntington to" Miss Eliz:1, Blaker, Mr. Matthews (her uncle). Worth, near East 
Gnnstead, Sussex." It bears no de.te, but on the authority of our le.te friend, 
Ebenezer Hooper, wa,3 written in July, 1903, the yee.r before her father's dee.th. 
Its subject is the graces ple.nted in the hearts of God's true children. It is 
addressed to his" Dear friend in the Lord Jesus Christ," e.nd is redolent of the 
utmost purity, de!i<,e.oy, o.nd spiritua!Hy. He evidently we.s e.ssured of her 
godliness. To her as " The Spe.rrow Alone" the second po.rt of "The Be.nk of 
Faieh" is inscribed. 

The works referred to in the above e.re-" The Joy of Fo.ith in the Shadow 
of Dee.th" (Bensley's Edition, Vol. xx.), e.nd "Every Divine Le.w," &c. (in the 
same). The restoration to bee.Ith of Mrs. Blaker is one of me.ny inste.noes of 
answered prayer given in the letter (pe.ges 266 - 275). 

Huntington's sentiments on Pre.yer e.re given e.t gree.t length in the incom
pe.r11b!e twenty-eighth of his letters to Philomele. (Vol. xviii., pe.ge 163). 
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COME AND WELCOME. 

"Come unto Me, a.11 ye that la.hour and a.re heavy la.den, and I will give 
you rest."-Mo.tt. xi. 28. 

" COME, a.11 ye weary ones, to Me, 
And I will give you rest"; 

'Tis Jesus speaks that word to thee, 
Come, and be ever blast. 

Come, heavy laden a.s you a.re, 
Though sore beset with doubt ; 

Remember a.11 My woes, nor fear 
That I will cast you out. 

'Tis Jesus gives the sense of sin, 
Imparts the power to cry ; 

And He alone grants peace within, 
And wipes each weeping eye. 

Coggeshall. 

He'll not deny the feeblest prayer 
Uplifted to His throne ; 

The faith He gives will bring thee near 
Trusting in Him a.lone. ' 

Jesus, our everlasting Rest, 
We come in faith to Thee, 

Pleading Thy blood and righteousness, 
The one availing plEa.. 

How sweet the ea.Im which fills the 
When Jesus dwells within, cbrea.s~ 

Giving poor weary sinners rest, 
And pardon for their sins. 

u ALICIA.." 

'' THOU FOOL"; OR, THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
RESURRECTION. 

BY JOSIAH BRISCOE, 

Author of " The Book of Proverbs Versified." 

THE plainness and pungency of Scripture language naturally offend 
the taste of the cultured philosopher and the luxurious worldling. 

But '' God is no respecter of persons." The atheist (if such a person 
really exisls) may be a learned man ; yet the Bible says that he is a 
''fool" (Prnlms xiv. 1, !iii. 1 ). The man of wealth and pleasure, who 
seeks for nothing higher than thi'> world can yield, may be envied by 
many ; but Christ, after sketching his character in parabolic language, 
add.Jesses him in solemn tones as" Thou fool! this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee" (Luke xii. 20). The .Apostle Paul, also, in that 
sublime portion of his First Epistle to the Corinthians (chap. xv.), in 
which he speaks as an eye wiLness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and disproves the false teaching of some in his day that " there is no 
resurrection of the dead," uses the same expression lo a supposed 
objector to the Scriptural doctrine: "But some man will say, How are 
the dead raised up ? and with what body do they come i' Thou fool, 
that which thou sowest is not quickened except it die." 

C. H. Spurgeon has informed us how he once nobly answered an 
objection made by a distinguished man on this very point :-

" J aim Ruskin visited me many years ago, and amongst other things, 
observed that the Apostle Paul was a liar, and that I was a fool." 

" ' Well,' I I eplied, ' let us keep the two things separale ; so, first of 
all, tell me how you prove that the .Apostle Paul was a liar.' 'He was 
no gentleman, and he was a liar, too,' answered Mr. Ruskin. 

'' 'Oh, indeed!' I rejoined, 'how do you make this out?' 
" •Well,' he said, ' A Jewish gentleman came to him one day a_nd 

asked him a polile question : " How are the dead raised up, and w1tll 
what body do they come?" (1 Cor. xv. 35). Paul replied,·• Thou fool," 
which proved him to be no gentleman. He then continued, "'l'hat 
which thou sowest is not quickened except it die," which was a lie.' 
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" 'No,' I answered, 'it Wl!.B not a lie; Paul was speaking the trath.' 
" 'How do you prove that ? ' asked Mr. Ruskin. 'Why,' I replied, 

'very easily. What is death? Death is the resolution into its original 
elements of any compound sublltance which possessed life.' 

"Mr. Ruskin said, 'This is the most extraordinary definition of 
death that I ever heard ; but it is true.' 

" 'Yes,' I replied, 'it is true ; and this is what happens to the seed 
when it dies ; it is resolved into its original elements, and the living 
germ which is within it becJmes the centre and source of the new life 
that springs from it.' 

" ' Then,' asked Mr. Ruskin, 'what do you mean when you talk of 
the death of the soul ? ' 

" ' I mean,' I replied, ' the separation of the soul from God. It 
was originally with God, and when it is separated from Him it dies to 
God; that is its death, but this death is not non-existence.' 

" ' Well,' said Mr. Ruskin, 'you have proved that Paul spoke the 
truth ; but you have not proved him to be a gentleman.' 

" 'At all events,' I answered, 'the apostle was as much s gentleman 
as you were just now, for you called me a fool.' 

" 'So you are,' said Mr. Ruskin, 'for devoting your time and talents 
to that mob of people at Newington when you might employ them Sl 

much more profitably upon the intellectual and cultured few, like the 
Jewish gentleman who came to Paul, and others I might name.' I 
ll'eplied, 

" 'I always like to be the means of saving people whose soals are 
worth saviilg, and I am quite content to be the minister of the " mob" 
at Newington, and let those who will look after the cultured and relined.'" 

Mr. Ruskin had probably not read the following anecdote, or he 
would not have been so much offended with the plain dealing of the 
-apostle. 

"A sceptic-a man of great intelligence, who had long stumbled at the 
Scripture doctrine of the resurrection-was at leng-th brought to con
viction by these two words, ' Thou fool! ' as he opened his Bible at 
this passage iu 1 Cor. xv. 36. His account of his conversion, given to 
'.t clergyman who had often argued with him iu vain upon the subject, 
1s thus related by _himself : 'Oh, sir, two words from Paul conquered 
me, "Thou fool." Do you see this Bible (taking up a beautiful copy of 
the Scriptures, fastened with a silver clasp), and will you read the words 
upon the clasp that shurs it?' The clergy:nan read, deeply engraven 
on the silver clasp, ' Thou fool I ' ' There,' said his friend, ' are the 
words that conquered me : it was no argument-no reasoning-no 
satisfying my objections-but God convincing me that I was a fool ; 
-and thenceforth I determined that I would have my Bible clasped with 
t~e5e words : " Thou fool,'' and never again would come to the con
•B1deration of its sacred mysteries bat tllrough their medium. I will 
remember that I am a fool, and God only is wise.' Ah ! this is tile way 
to_ cpme to God's Word. Let evet·y man imagine tllis clasp u_pon his 
Bible, and let him open the bles3ed Hook in order that lie may sit at th~ 
feet of Jesus and learn of Him, as a little child; for truly, as the 
Psalmist s11,ys, 'The entrance of Thy words giveth ligllt; it gi\"eth 
understanding to the simple.1 

" 
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The Editor well ren~embers Mr. Spurgeon 's relating the Ruskin 
anecdote at the College Ill February, 1886, to a company of M:inisters 
who were connncd to make arrangements for the forthcoming Confer~ 
ence-thongh he then told the story rnmewhat differently, and the 
Author of" Sesame and Lilies" appeared in a far more graceful and 
gentlemanly aspect than the abo,e article presents him. The definition 
of de,ith is accurately given. We remember wondering that Mr. 
Spurg~on. did not :epl_y, a~ he_ well might have doue, that nothing 
offensrve 1s necessanly unphed m the word afron (unwise or incon
siderate) which Paul here employs, and which differs from miiros 
(degradingly and wilfully stupid), which occurs in Matt. v. 22. It 
simply means that Pa~! charged the ~bJector with raising a difficulty 
before he had duly considered the cond1t1011s of the case. The Editor is 
also almost rnre that this objector was not styled ' a Jewish gentleman ' 
as Spurgeon related the incident. Certainly, a philosophical heathen 
was much more probably in Paul's mind.• 

LYlNG LOATHED: THE LAW LOVED. 
"I hate a.nd a.bhor lying; but Thy la.w ·do I love,"-Psa.. cxix.163. 

THE life of grace in the soul of an eled and redeemed child of God is 
• evinced by his aversions and affections-by what he loathes, and by 

what he loves. This appears in the words btfore us : " 1 hate and 
abhor lyiug : but Thy law do I love."-

Lying is a terrible form of sin. It originated in this world with 
Satan. ·' Lying lips are an abomination unto the Lord." . "To love and 
make a lie" is one of the marks of reprobation which makes the soul uf 
every living believer shudder with fear. Yet alas! this vice is too 
common in our poor fallen world, and to hate it is an indication of the 
sovereign favou1· of God in Christ. • 

1.-There are social and conventional lies. The tendency of the flesh 
is to like to please others by orer-statements and extravagant colouring. 
We are naturally ambitious to be thought good company, and are prone
to exaggerate so as to make our talk interesting to others. A poignant 
jest rais~s a laugh and maintains a reputation for social brilliancy• 
What chi:d of Ge,d has not had cause to humble himrnlf in the secret of 
his MaEter's presence for yielding to this form of temptation ? 0 for 
grace lo feel and to cry in relation to it, '' I hate and abhor lying." 

JI.-There is unkind and spiteful lying. The disposition to 
depreciate and ernn calumniate others is part of the natural wickedne~s 
of all our hearts. In spite of all that the Lord may have done for us, HI 

• While reading the a.hove in proof, we recollected tha.t the Ruskin a.ne~dote is 
related in the autobiography of C. H. Spurgeon, Vol. III, pa.ge 195, from wb1ob the 
above wa.s apparently originally copied. We adhere, however, to our statem~nt 
that C. H. S. told the story, somewhat differently, in February, 18E6, o.t _which 
time J, B. Gough lay dea._d; greatly to our dear friend's sorrow-and be seemed 
to U9 to tell the story a.a a. relief to bis own very depressed bee.rt. His accuracy 
as a raconteur was not a.lwa.ys relia.ble. We ourselves bea.rd him give two rather 
different versions of bis interview, when a. boy, with Richard Knill, and the 
prophecy of his future career uttered by tha.t good and grea.t man. This does 
not, of course, militate age.inst the force of our friend Josiah Brisooe's excellent. 
paper ,-EDITOR. 
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spite of our deep consciousness of our own failings, how apt we are to 
make much of the frailties of others. The "charity " or love that 
"thinketh no evil" is e. grace for which we all need to pray. 

"Me.ke me to feel another's woe, 
To hide the faults I see, 

That mercy I to others show 
The.t mercy show to me." 

These words, though not written by a Christian poet, may well find 
an echo in every holy heart. "The Lord is very pitiful," and may He, 
in His rich grace, make us pitiful also ; and in this respect also cause as 
to cry,'" I hate and abhor lying." 

III.-There is also commercial lying. "It is nought, it is nought, 
saith the buyer, but when he goeth a.way he boasteth." Thus we are apt 
to depreciate what we are ree.lly eager to obte.in for the sake of the poor 
advantage of a good bargain. The seller also is prone to overstate the 
Vl\lue and quality of the _goods of which he would fain dispose. The 
times are hard. Competition is keen. It is cruelly difficult to "provide 
things honest in the sight of men " in this pushing and exacting age. 
Yet loyalty to our dear Saviour surely requires that in these thin~s we 
should " maintain a comcience void of offence both toward God and 
toward man." The difficulty is admitted, but'' God is able to make a.II 
grace abound toward you; that ye, always, having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8). You, dear 
reader, may have had lo bow in shame before your Lord in this matter. 
The temptation may have been sudden and sharp, and you yielded, or 
ever you were aware. Let no~ Satan, however, take advantage to rob 
you of your hope on this account. The precious blood still avails, and 
He that shed it "knows what sore temptations mean, for He bath felt 
the same." He will nerer reject thee for a confessed fault ; but give 
thee renewed grace to cry "I hate and abhor lying." 

IV.-There is religious lying, which is the vrnri't and most detestable 
form of this awful sin. The mere proreosor of godliness, who knows the 
Gospel in its letter, but bas not felt it in it~ inner power, is guilty of a 
life-long untruth, which must incur the hot displee.sure of a holy God. 

The minister who presents as gospel, statements which exalt and 
glorify the creature; who insists tht1t sinners can, may, and should do 
what the Bible asserts to be out of man's power, apart from the sovereign 
grace of God-or who, having preached free grace, contrlldicts himself 
by free-will eppeals-is surely guilty of what God fearing persons must 
11 hate and abhor." 

Again, the preacher who retails as his own experience, sorrows e.nd 
ecstasies which he has read of in the biographies of others, but has never 
felt himself ; who tells brave stories of ijUCce~ses never vouchsafed to 
him, and of great things which he never accomplished, is a "wolf in 
sheep's clothing.'' 

11 For the world, Lord, let not me a deceiver ever be." 

So wrote a follower of William Huntington's, on a well-worn copy of a trllct 
by that great minister. Self-delusion is terribly pos,ible. The piety of the 
flesh simult1tes the grace of the Holy Spirit in marvellous ways; and this 
apprehended danger makes all God's living children crave to be kept 
from delusion. 

But" the law of. the Lord ii pet·fect, converting the soul. The testi-



:244 THE EARTHEN VKSSKL 

mony of the Lord is sure, making wise bhe simple. The statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. The commandment of the Lord i1, 
pure, ealighteuing the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, endurin~ 
for ever. The j ud!(ments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether." 

Hence the oft-repeated cry, "Remove from me the way of lying, but 
grant me Tby law graciously " (Psa. cxix. 29). 

" Make me to walk in Thy commands, 
'Tis e. delightful road, 

Nor let my head, or heart, Qr haod11, 
Offend age.inst my God." 

MARIAN HOBBS. 

SPIRITUAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
LETTER 1.-THE CLAY IN THE POTTER'S HAND. 

THE following from E. Langham, a Christian friend who hails from 
Yeovil, and is, we presume, minister of South Street Chapel

formerly most pleasantly aasociatei with the name of our deceased brother 
Varder-is to some degreee redolent of the unction which once charac
terised many of our preachers, but which, alas, is extremely rare in the 
present day. He courteously addresses the,Editor as-

" MY DEAR UNKNOWN YET WELL-KNOWN FRIEND,-While reading 
the piece 'The Bar on tbe Heart,' in_ your current number, a desire 
sprang up to write to you to express my thanks, and the gratitude I felt 
to God for enabling the writer to open up what has been to many others 
as well as myself 'a delicate and difficult subject,.' 

" The part in which the writer records the fact of often being 'alone 
on a wide, wide sea,' found a ready response in my heart and led to a 
train of thought both helpful and profitable. 

" It seemed as if the bar on my heart was removed and the veil 
somewhat uplifted from my mind, and an experience akin to that of dear 
Toplady's when in 'the valley of the shadow of death' produced in my 
own soul:-

" 'Sweet iu the confideooe of faith to trust His firm decrees, 
Sweet to lie pe.ssive in His he.nds e.nd know no will but His.' 

"My mind was thereupon led to Jer. xviii. 6: 'O House of Israel, 
cannot I do with you as this potter ? saith the LORD.' I felt, 'Lord, 
Thou canst and dost.' Theo how trne and sweet were the follow
ing worde : ' Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are y~ in 
Mine hand, saith the Lord.' This formed our text last Sunday morm~g, 
and the record of experience in your pages furnished the key to open it. 

" May your own heart be under the rich anointing of the bles~ed 
Spirit, that the E.V. and G.H. may thereby minister to the edification 
of its readers, and way He so grant you wisdom in the selection of pieces 
for the instruction and oomfort of • the household of faith' that sower 
and reaper may rejoice together. 

" I should regard my thus addressing you an intrusion, but for 
something within that has impelled me to do so. Yonril in the hope of 
the Gospel of Christ, E. L. July 4th, 1905." 

We assure our friend that so far- from. his letter being an "intrusion," 
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iii is l'egarded as an act of thoughtfnl, spiritual kindnese. John Stevens 
once added as a postcript to a letter, " Pity a poor thing called a Gospel 
minister." We, in the same spirit, would write, "Pity a poor thing 
called a Chrisdan Editor," and balieve in our grateful appreciation of 
words eo 'holy nnd encouraging 'as the above. 

LETTER 2.-'l'HE BANNER DISPLAYED, 

The following i~ from the Editor in acknowledgement of a "pro
test" against the errora advanced in a sermon recently delivered to a 
large concourse of Strict and Particuif.r Baptists on an occasion of high 
Denominational importauce. 

"To Mr. J. M. of H. W. . . . DEAR Sm AND CHRISTIAN 
I3ROTHELt,-Your strictures on the discourse of Mr.-- reached me 
on the 17th when from home. They are manly, candid, and instructive, 
and were ther" time to rnbmit them to you for revision-on a point I 
l"l'ill e1plain-they should appear in our August number. 

"As this is impracticable, I ~ive you my thoughts on the general 
question of the permissibility and advisability of criticising discourses as 
Jelivered to a public audience._ To such as have been printed and pub
lished I am not now referring. The pulpit is a religious institution 
maintained to afford an opportunity for men to expound, commend, and 
1ll11BLrate the salvation of God lo all who will· hear them. 

"It is paramount that theEe should be· renewed men, experimentally 
acquainted with the operations of grace in their own souls. It is essen
Lial that they should be speJially taught of God, and able to expound 
and elncidate the inspired Volume. It is important that they should 
be suffici.ently gifted, both physically and mentally, as to be able to 
delive1· their me,sages in an intelligent and acceptable way. These 
things conceded, they enjoy the greate3t freedom of addrei!s. They 
should be their own natural and unaffected selves. They should state 
Lheir own views and convictions, in terms of their ·own choosing, without 
servilely following the methods and phraseology of others. With e. 'thus 
~aith the Lord ' as the foundation of all their teaching, they may and 
~hould be emphatically independent and original, and each should 
proclaim what he has been Divinely taught with the confidence that he is 
iiUthorised by God Himself to voice his very heart in every word he 
utters. 

"These considerations should guiJe us in estimating every deliver
ancd from the put pit. We may enquire whether the preacher is a saved and 
Manctified man, whosP. life accords with bis profession-we should weigh 
what he proclaims in the balance of the sanctuary, and' test it by the law 
and testimony.' If on review it proves true, and, above all, if there is 
u little vital power and the ' unction of the Holy Oue ' in what is 
advanced, we should avoid makiog the soundness of phraseology our 
standard of judgment; and never make a good minister of Christ 'an 
o~ender for a word.' The same truth may be expressed by two men in 
different terms, yet both may be substantially in accord with God's 
book. 

"In extemporaneous addresses it is often_ imi;ossible to se!ect and 
employ the exact terms of which our mature Judgment wonld improve, 
tspecially when the promised help of the Spirit is but sparingly enjoye~. 
ff a pl'eacher's soul is not at liberty, if hii mind is not enlarged and hlB 
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speech constrained, he may have the greatest difficulty in finding and 
employing acceptable and appropriate words. Hence all preachers 
i;honld be heard with candour and indulgence. Isolated phrases should 
not be cavilled at. The tendency to show our own cleverness by criti
cising others should be repressed. You know the cla9s of people of 
whom it is said that any one of them can find fault. It requires high 
ability to discover excellencie•, while the most ignor,mt can expose 
defects. 

"' Errors, like straws, upon the surface flow; 
He who would search for pee.rls must dive below.' 

"Preachers, of all men, should be lenient and tolerant when cilled 
upon to express adverse opinions on the efforts of their brethren. ' With 
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged,' is a principle of many 
applications. 

"I have known reputations smirched, happy fellowships deranged 
and at least one Denominational Association broken up by injndiciou~ 
and, as many though 1, needless strictures on words that were uttered in 
all good faith by men that were indisputably instructed in and loyal to 
the truth of God. 

" On the other hand, every public religious addre8s is submitted to 
the careful and candid attention of an audience. 'Consider what I Fay, 
and the Lord give thee understanding in all thing•,' expresses the wish of 
every true Go~pel minister, who, so far from deprecating honest criticism, 
courts it, and values no hearers so well as those who weigh his words and 
test his teachings. Such, alas, are less common than in days gone by, 
and errors pass unchallenged which would have filled our fathers with 
indignation. 

"Yet lies, uttered as truths on premises dedicated to the proclama
tion and defence of the full-orbed Gospel, demand exposure and 
refutation as much as ever. Men of error are specious and subtle. 
Ordinary hearers are easily deceived. The peace of apathy is made a 
rnain consideration ; and it is rare to find Christians discriminating 
and manly enough to 'display ' the banner given by the Lord to them 
that fear Him beeaurn of the truth (Psa. Ix. 4). 

" These are my personal convictions, an<l communications like yours 
will be welcomed if conceived in a kindly spirit and fragrant with love 
to the brotherhood of faith. 

"llf you will cite, not an isolated sentence or two only, but the entire 
passage in Mr. --'s sermon to which you take exception, and a?d 
your own very excellent expository remarks on the verse so seriously ~1s

applied, your communication will be welcomed by yours truly in Christ, 
THE EDITOR. July 18th, l!J05." 

THE BLOOD OF SPRINKLING ... SPEAKETH (Heb. xii. 2-1).-It 
bath a Yoice ; and being the blood of a sacrifice to God it speaks unto 
God. It speaks, pleads, cries to God by virtue of the everlasting com
pact between the Father and the Son for the communication of all the 
goo<l things in the covenant, in mercy, grace and glory unto the Chur_cb. 
It did so when it was shed, and continues so to do, in that presentat~on 
of it in Hea ,·en, and of His obedience therein, wherein His intercess1011 

doth consiHt. -Tryon's "Owen on the Hebrews." 
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THE TREASURES OF DARKNESS. 
"I will give thee the treasures of darkness."-Isa. xlv. 3. 

AS the thought of darkne;:s presents itself to our mind, we Eeem very 
naturally to associate with it ell that is evil, to tbink upon it as 

the region in which every vile purpose is designed and executed, and the 
place where iniquity received its just reward. In our childhood we were 
always fearful and timid in the dark, and even. now, in advanced years, 
when walking alone on a dark, strange road, or through a wood, every 
unaccountable sound creates fearfal nervou•nesg and trepidation. 
Nevertheless, we have the above fromise, and trnly God is faithful who 
bar.h promised. 

Therefore let, us consider two kinds of darkness out of which most 
precious treasures have been brought, viz., Physical and Spiritual. 

In the beginning darkness was upon the face of the deep, brit ont of 
the darknes:1 God commanded the precious light to shine, and from the 
beginning until now the treasures of darkness have been ours to receive. 
The promise made to Cyrus was fulfilled, as from the dark mine there 
came to him the treasures of gold and silver for the adornment, and also 
for the service, of the Temple; gems from the: heart of the mountain and 
pearls from the dark depths of oce1m. 

From the dark depths of our coal mines· we have the treasurfs of 
light and heat, and scientists have discovered a use for many things that, 
not many years ago, were cast away as refuse, giving them a value which 
places them among the " hidden riches of secret pla.::es." These are 
some of the treasures of darkne~s from· the earth beneath, while from 
the heavens above we ham the light and glory of the planets shining 
out of the dark, dark night, and out of the thunder-cloud the lightning 
flash. Some years ego a preacher, well known to the writu, was on his 
way to fulfil an engagement, when he wus overtaken by a thunder storm, 
and having to cross a brook he was very fearful, for it was int.ensely 
dark, and he asked the Lord to ;;end a flash of lightning when he came 
to the crossing, end just as he came to the water there came a flash 
brighter than any preceding it, and by its light he crossed safely over; 
thus to him was fulfilled the promise : •• I will give thee the treasures of 
darkness." Of all the ills to which our fellow creature'! are liub!e, there 
is not one, perhaps, which claims our sympathy and moves our pity more 
than to those who have been deprived of their sight and committed for 
a lifetime to total darkneEs. However, there ere some we know who 
would much rather you did not pity them, and to their sympathising
friends they say, "Oh, please do not commiserate me." And why ? 
because out of the darkneEs they have reoeived rich treasures which more 
than compensate them for the loss they have sustained. Having lost 
their sight, all the other senses are quickPmd and strengthened. How 
sensitive the touch. How quick the hearing. How • retentive the 
memory. Such is the sensitiveness of the nerves, they feel the vibration 
of en approaching train a great distance off, when ordinary persons have 
no sensation whatever, and such is their sensitiveness of the atmospheric 
current, they know when they are approaching an obstacle, whereas an 
ordinary individual in the dark is quite unaware until he discovers it by 
painful collision. It is very wonderful to obser,e how some move about 
unaided even in busy thoroughfares, and it is very iuterestin~, if not 
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amusing, to hear some talk of showing visitort1 round town, and point
ing out the various buildings and places of interest. Surely to such have 
been given the "treasures of darkness." 

Having noticed some of the treasures of physical darkness, let us now 
consider some of the treuures of spiritual darkness. As in the beginning 
the earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep, so man by nature is in spiritual darkness, yea, the darkne,s of 
spiritual death ; but God who commanded the light to shine out of 
darknes3, bath shined in our hearts to give the light of knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Je,us C1:1rist. Yes! Buried in sorrow 
and in sin, at hell's dark door we lay, lost in the debris of fallen 
humanity, imprisoned in nature's quarry, sunk deep in the horrible pit 
and miry clay, until He came who knoweth what is in the darkneBB and 
with whom d welleth the light, and who alo::ie revealeth the deep and 
secret things, and hy His grace and power raised us from the depths of 
sin and darkness, and brought us up into His marvellous light. Until 
He who knoweth the secret place of His hidden treasures sought us and 
saved us from the wreck, brought us up from the horrible pit and miry 
clay, set our feet upon the Rock of Ages, and made our standing more 
secure than it was before we fell, severed us from the quarry of nature, 
chiselled, fashioned and polished us after the similitude of a palace, made 
us living stones for His spiritual house, pillars for His living temple. 
Then our experienc~ leads us to notice the dat·kness of mind to which 
God's children art subject. There are times when all eeems dark and 
dead within; it is winter with the soul, but hidden within is the treasure 
of life and hope, and in due season the Sun of Righteousness arises, with 
light and heat, and then burats forth all the treasures of Grace which 
indicate the spring-tide of the soul. Son::.etimes there is darknesR of 
mind through dark and mysterious providences, but out of the darkness 
shine the precious promises. " Who is there among you that feareth the 
Lord, that walketh in darkne.;s and hath no light ? let him trust in the 
name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." Behind the frowning provi
dence there is the treasure of His smiling face. 

It was a dark providence with the sons of Jacob when the Governor 
spake roughly to them and turned away, but out of the darkness came 
the treasnre of identity, " I am Joseph "; how true I Our Joseph tur~s 
aside to weep but cannot long refrain. " He will turn again, He wtll 
have compassion, He will cast all our sine into the depths of the sea." H 
was a dark dispmsation with poor old Jacob when he so.id, "All these 
things are against me." Yet out of the darkness came the treasures of 
Egypt. We might refer to other saints of God who passed through dark 
di~pensations in which their faith was sorely tried, for God's providence 
certainly seemed to contradict His promise, and ~o it is now in the e~
perience of God's dear children : but as the Lord appeared to ~1s 
disciples when in darkness and despair, so now He comet1 with cheermg 
voice and present aid, saying,·• It is I, be not afraid."'" He i~ still ful
filling the promirn, "I will give thee the treasures of darkness." Out of 
{,he darknts, of ignorance and superstition, of heathendom at home and 
abroad, He is bringing some of the rarest jewels and brightest gems 
which shall be for a diadem of beauty and crown of glory to place on the 
head of our adorable Redeeme1·. To Him we would all majesty and 
power ascribe, and crown Him Lord of all. IAGOBACH. 
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THE PREACHED GOSPEL IS INOPERATIVE APART FROM THE SPIRIT. 
-'' The proclamation of salvation by the death of Christ by all the 
Apostles end by all His servants since their day, would never have 
brought one sinner out of darkmss into light had it not been for a 
day of God's omnipotent 'power ' - power invincibh-going forth 
with the Word preecbed."-Hemington's Memorial, p. 47. 

"THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT" (Eph. vi. 17).-" How much we 
need to fight our spiritual enemies with the right weapon " [ which is J 
"not with sense, feeling or reason-not with our own thoughts and 
impressions, but with the 'Word of God' which abideth for ever." -
Hemington's Memorial, page 45. 

REVIEW. 
The Miracles of Jesus. By Edward 

Carr. London: Farncombe, 30, Im
perial Buildings, E.C. Oloth, lettered, 
ls. 6d. ; cloth gilt, 2s.; postage, ad. 

IT is delightful, in this age of indecision 
and doubt, to find an intelligent and 
educated Christian who implicitly re
ceives as unequivocately true the in
spired accounts of the miracles of the 
Lord Jeaus. This our brother E. C&rr 
does, and he therefore claims respectful 
recognition as a reverent student of the 
Word of God. 

The miracles of Jeaus may be re
garded in two diatinct lights. They 
were attesting demonatn.tiona of the 
glory of His person as the only-begotten 
Son of God and of His Divine Oom
misaion as the Christ, the Sent and 
Sealed of Jehovah, who" came into the 
world to save ainners." But they were 
more tb1m miraclee, or wonders of power 
and mercy. They were object-lessons 

on the great love wherewith God loves 
His people, or (as we might call them) 
acted parables, figurative exhibitions of 
the doctrines of the Gospel and of the 
outworking of God's salvation in the 
quickening, oe.lling and renewing of His 
chosen people. In both these aspects 
the mighty works of our Lord are pre
sented in the volume before us. Th,
grace, sonship, pity e.nd tenderness of 
our precious Saviour find due enforce
ment; while the mystical significance of 
His deeds of love are reverently dwelt 
upon. As a manual for Bible-classes. 
or a simple guide for young and enquir
ing OhristiRns, it will, with the Spirit's. 
blessing, prove very useful. All of Mr. 
Carr's conolusions a.re not ours; but we 
cheerfully admit his superior knowledge 
and grace. The writer does not forget 
his fraternal courtPsy and kindness at 
Leicester some dozen or more yeo.r .. 
since. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

ZION BAPTIST OHAPEL, NEW 
CROSS UOAD, S.E. 

PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF PASTOR 
JOHN BUBB. 

TUESDAY, June 20th, 1905, is a day 
which will long dwell in the memories 
of not only friends belonging to Zion, 
New Cross, and the Surrey Tabernacle, 
hut to hundreds of the children of God 
who were present on this unique oooa
~ion. The morning opened threaten
tngly, but, in answer to ea.meet be
lieving prayer, the rain ceased, the 
clouds dispersed, and the son shone 
forth as the friends poured into this 
God-honoured sanctuary to welcome 

Mr. John Bush as the pastor of this 
Cause. Mr. J. W. Styles was rather late, 
so, for a little while, the chair was 
occupied by pastor R. E. Sears; but 
after singing, reading of Scripture, and 
prayer by paator H. J. Galley (West 
He.m), the Ohairman arrived, and pre
sided with his aocustomed ability over 
the largest gathering of friends we 
have ever seen at e.n afternoon meeting. 

The Che.irme.n said this recognition 
was threefold in its character. It in
volved the recognition of this Church 
as a Churoh, of our brother Bush as a 
saved man and a God-sent minister, and 
one to whom a pastor's heart had been 
graciously granted, e.nd a recognition 
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of the fact that between our brother 
and the Church God had been pleased 
to create a union of heart and purpose. 
This is a Gospel Church. Mr. J. E. 
Hazelton used to say that "a group of 
sheep was not a flock, that a crowd of 
men was not a regiment, every heap of 
bricks not a wall, and every gathering 
of Christian people not necessarily a 
Church" ; but we are glad to have in 
our hearts a conviction that this is a 
Gospel Church, in which Christian 
brethren in Christian union are engaged 
in Christian work. 

Pastor J. Bush, dear brother in the 
chair, ministers of the Gospel, and dear 
friends,-The relation of my simple story 
of my call by grace out of the kingdom 
of darkness into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son, I trust may be to the glory 
of the eternal God, who has redeemed 
me by the blood of His Son a.na the 
work of that Spirit who reveals Christ 
as the only Way of salvation. Blessed 
with Christian pa.rents and a. very 
godly mother, I was a. child of many 
prayers. I believe my mother had a. 
promise concerning me before I was 
born, and I wonld encourage godly 
parents to pray for their children 
before. they a.re born a.s well as after
wards, and not to cease to pray for them 
till God had called them by His grace. 
My mother's prayers will never be for
_gotten by me. I can hardly tell when 
the Lord began His work of grace in 
my heart. I conld not have been seven 
yea.re of age when I trembled a.t singing 
in the Sunday-school the hymn com
mencing, ".Almighty God, whoae 
piercing eye," &c., or in my own little 
room prayed that God would wash my 
sins a.way. At the age of 12 I com
menced a.n apprenticeship in a. shop not 
ha.If a. mile a.way from Zion, Deptford. 
My dear mother, who ea.me with me, 
ha.d prayed with me in my own room 
before starting that God would blesR 
and shield me from the temptations 
which wonld surely attend me. A dear 
aunt living in the Old Kent-road 
invited me to tea. on Snnda.y a.nd took 
.me to hear her minister, and in her 
opinion there was no other like him in 
the world. She wa.s a.nxions to get me 
under the sonnd of his voice, and well 
do I remember that Sa.bba.th evening, 
in a crowded chapel, standing the whole 
of the time and listening to Mr. Ja.a. 
Wells. My attention was a.rre~ted
something took hold of me, and I 
longed so earnestly to hear him age.in. 
On the next occasion he spoke on the 
final perseverance of the saints. The 
Da.tural freewill religion I possessed 
had led me to believe that while Christ 
ha.d done much, a. great deal depended 
upon myself. Mr. Wells made use of 
this remarkable expression : " The 
stability of the covenant of grace wa.s 
auch that the Amighty must fall from 

His throne before Ja.a, Wells could be 
eternally lost." I ha.d no doubt he 
meant what he said, a.nd I felt I should 
like to have a. salvation like that. He 
was instrumental in lea.ding me to see 
the state I wa.s in by nature, and that 
the remedy was a. full a.nd free salve.
tion a.coornplished by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. God led me in a. zigzag path
wa.y. My little Bible was often wet with 
tears, and I struggled in prayer with God 
that He would give me the blessed 
assure.nee of my sal va.tion a.no:l fine.I 
p_ersevera.nce. Severa.I years elapsed, 
till one Sunday morning, a.e I went into 
the Ta.berna.ole I prayed that this might 
be the set time to favour my soul. 
When Mr. Wells gave out hie text I 
felt there was something in his expres
sion and in the atmosphere of the 
building that moved me to expect some
thing. His text was, "He brou~ht me 
to the banqueting hoose, and His ban
ner oy_er me wa.s love" (Song of Solo
mon 11. 4). It was a. banqueting house 
to me that morning ; every fear a.Dd 
doubt wa.e gone. I oould indeed say 
"My Beloved i9 mine, a.ad I am Ria.': 
It was a. joy that only those know who 
ha. ve received a. full assurance of ta.ith 
and ca.n look God in the face. I wanted 
to go into the vestry and tell Mr. Wells 
all a.bout it, but was advised to we.it 
With Monday mC1rning ea.me conflict of 
soul, and I began to fear I ha.d been 
mistaken, but Pea.. oxvi. set me at 
liberty a.gain and the Holy Ghost fixed 
the truth upon my heart with invincible 
power and led me to say, "I love the 
Lord because He ha.th heard the voice 
of my snpplica.tion . . . He ha.th de
livered my soul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling." 
On Wednesday evening I told Mr. Wells 
all a.bout it. lind on the following Mon
day I went before the Chnroh, and 
many souls were bleat that night by the 
simple testimony of the youth who ha.d 
learned what it wa.s to be saved. God 
grant that many suoh ta.lee may be told 
in the adjoining vestry. It was on the 
16th December, 1869, I, with others, was 
baptized in the names of the adorable 
Trinity. 

The hymn, commencing "Now begin 
the heavenly theme," having been sung, 
the Chairman oa.lle<l upon Mr. Bush to 
give a.n account of bis ea.II to the 
ministry. He said :-It was my privi
lege long before I_ began to speak in tbe 
Damti ot the Lord to be called the 
"Lord's Commercial Traveller." If, 
like Ruth, I had gathered 11, few hand· 
fuls of purpose, I would. go round to 
some of U od s tried and tempted peop\e 
and try to give them some o"( the fruit 
I had reoei ved. In the pro:vidence 0

1
1 

God I wa.e removed to Kingston, but 
could.not desert the Ta.btirna.ole. When 
God took dear Mr. Welis home, it wa.sda 
memorable diy to me. Tile devil to! 
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me my religion he.d died with him, the.t 
I be.d been pinning my faith to him 
e.nd not to his Goj; but the Lord de
livered me out of the.t sne.re e.nd sent 
me to the Word itself, so tbe.t, while 
not negleot.ing the services ot the se.nc
tne.ry, I found the study of the Word 
beoe.me to me e. fonnte.in of life from 
whioh I could dre.w stores of blessing, 
Living too fe.r e.we.y from the Te.ber
ne.cle to e.ttend the week-evening meet
ings, I found e. little Co.use e.t Kingston, 
e.nd went three times before I de.red 
enter the little vestry, where I found 
five pre.ying son le. I we.a e.eked to give 
out e. hymn e.nd pre.y, e.nd I ree.d the 
hymn commencinlf,, "There ie e. fonnte.in 
filled with blood.' Then I we.• e.sked 
to ree.d, e.nd took Pee.. cxvi, My first 
text we.a, "His no.me ehe.11 be co.lied 
Jesus,"' &c., e.nd my first sermon we.s 
pree.ched in e. be.rn e.t Kne.phill, now 
twenty-three years e.go, e.nd God blessed 
the meeso.ge. The friends at.Kingston 
hee.rd of this and asked me to spee.k 
to them. They told me to try, e.nd if 
I broke down it would not me.tter. 
So the following Wednesde.y I took, 
" Come, e.11 ye the.t fee.r the Lord, and 
I will tell yon whe.t He he.a done for 
my Boni.'' My testimony was blessed, 
e.ad one of the first I we.s privileged 
to be.ptize ie here this e.fternoon. At 
Brentford &nd Richmond I we.a per
mitted to speak in the no.me of the 
Lord, and then the de1or friends at the 
Taberne.ole e.sked me to serve them. It 
was with fee.r e.nd trembling I stood 
in the pulpit where Elije.h the prophet, 
e.s he we.a to me, had deole.red the coun
sel of the Lord eo me.ny times bllfore 
to my soul's profit and to God's glory. 
Me.ny a time e.fterwe.rds I pree.ohed 
there, &nd God gave eeale to my minis
try, When I seemed tohe.ve exhe.ueted 
my etook of texts and felt my work 
we.a finished, the Lord spoke to me e.nd 
se.id, " Ae I we.a with Moses, eo will I' 
be with thee : I will never lee.ve thee 
or forHke thee." God me.de me 
saving ly useful in the oe.se of e. young 
girl in our house of business who we.a 
stricken down with &n inonre.ble 
n:i,e.le.dy. I never saw e. fe.oe expres
sing eo muoh deepe.i~ in my life be
fore. Her e.gonizinir ories made me 
think of the condition of those who 
were abut np in hell. Five nights and 
de.ye I spent with her in epee.king e.nd 
praying. After her depe.rture I felt I 
oould not fulfil my enge.gement e.t the 
Te.berne.ole, e.nd wrote a • telegre.m to 
our dear brother Boulden to the.t effeot. 
Ae I ree.ohed the door and met the 
coffin being brought in, the Lord spoke 
to me e.nd so.id, •· Let the dee.d bury 
their dee.d ; go thou e.nd pree.oh the 
Gospel." I tore np the telegre.m. went 
With e. mesee.ge from the Lord, ·• This ie 
a fe.ithful saying, e.nd worthy of e.11 
~ccopte.tion, tbe.t Christ J esue oe.me 
into the world to ea.ve sinners," a.nd 

He blessed it to the ee.ving of three 
preoioue souls. Truly 

uood_ tlloves inn. mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform." 

The Che.irme.n : I he.ve set before thee 
e.n open door. This Ch11rch needed o. 
pacific pe.etor. Pe.nl gives ne e. little 
insight into whe.t e. pe.stor should be : 
"I he.ve no man like-minded tha.t will 
nature.Uy co.re for your souls." In our 
brother Bush we he.ve e. nature.Uy 
kindly bee.rt in connection with gree.t 
gre.ce e.nd wonderfnl gifts. We might 
be.ve see.robed our denomination in 
wide Brite.in e.nd not he.ve found o. 
me.n like-minded with him, or so well 
e.de.pted to do tbe work required of 
him e.t the present time. God gre.nt 
tbe.t in e.11 cironmste.ncee connected 
with this che.nge in his life, from a. 
me.n or business to a pastor of a 
Church, be may see that ·God is in 
them from first to last. Every good 
pastor is not exe.ctly fitted for every 
Churoh, but the he.nd of God me.y be 
olee.rly seen in bringing these together 
here. 

Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong, the Chnrcb 
secrete.ry, ~ele.~ed the we.y they he.d 
been led to invite Mr. Bush to te.ke tbe 
oversight of the Church. Two yee.re be.d 
po.seed e.we.y since they were left pastor
leee, but the Word of Life had been 
dispensed by fe.ithfnl e.nd effioient 
minietord e.nd eoule bleat. The officers 
he.d determined from the first the.t the 
ohoioe should rest with the Cbnroh 
e.nd waited on the Lord for Him to lee.ct 
them e.right. Among others, Mr. Bush 
had been invited to snpply, but hi• 
enge.gemente ma.de e. yee.r or more 
e.hee.d prevented him giving them a 
Lord's-de.y ; but he ple.oed his service3 
at th!'ir diepo~e.l for the week-evening 
meetmgs, wh1oh were e.ooepted with 
muoh plee.eure. In the providence of 
God, Mr. T. L. Se.pey received e. oe.ll 
from the Churoh e.t Soho, which re
lee.sed Mr. Bush and ene.bled him to 
spend e. Lord's-da.y a.t Zion. He we.s 
heard with muoh e.ooepta.noe, and e.t the 
Church meeting it we.a a.greed that he 
should be e.sked to te.ke the pe.store.te. 
He we.a e.pproe.ohed, a.nd gre.oiouely 
e.greed to ooneider the propose.I if me.de 
made to him. A Chnroh meeting we.a 
oe.lled in e.ooorde.noe with the trust deed 
on November 10th, 1904, e.nd e.n une.ni
mous invite.tion given and aooepted. 
The po.store.ta we.a entered upon Jan. 1st 
le.at, the Churob e.t the Surrey 'l'aber
ne.ole pe.esing e. resolution commending 
the pe.stor e.nd bis wire to the Church. 
In consequence of the home-as.II of the 
dee.r wire and other beree.vements, a 
publio reoognition we.a postponed; but 
the Churoh he.d reoognised him at their 
members' tee.-meeting in the New Yee.r 
e.nd God he.d reoognised him by th~ 
success which he.d e.ttended· hie minis
try. The be.ptieme.l pool he.d been 
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opened on three occa.sions a.nd twenty
on" had pa.seed through its wa.ters; 
three more were wa.iting. Others had 
resumed membership, a.nd some been 
transferred from other Churches, 
ma.king a. tote.I of thirty-two. The 
*ave of Messing ha.d flowed into the 
Snnda.y-school ; fifty-two new schola.rs 
ha.d joined and seventeen had been ba.p
tizec1, while aggressive mission work 
was being ca.rried on. There wa.s a. 
considerable increase in the congrega
tion and in spiritual life a.mong them. 
He called attention to the fa.et tha.t 
while on such occasions the pa.etor 
generally received the collections 
which were ma.de, their pastor with 
his a.ccnstomed generoeitf had desired 
tha.t they should be given to the 
Pa.store' Benevolent Fund in connection 
with the Metropolita.n Strict Ba.ptist 
Association. 

At the suggestion of the Cha.irma.n, 
the pa.stor a.nd secretary ola.sped hands, 
a.s representing the union betwe_en him 
and the Church. 

Pastor J. Ea.ster (Bassett-street) 
briefly congratnla.ted the Church and 
the pastor. Men to be snccesefnl must 
be thrust out into the ministry. Three 
esEentials-they must be godly, gracious 
and genie.I ; and their pa.stor we.a all 
three. We wa.nt men who will de.re to 
be men a.a dissenters, who will be out
and-ont for the truth. He trusted tha.t 
the promise might be rea.lised-" I will 
increa.se you with men like a flock." 

Pa.stor T. L. Sa.pey (Soho) spoke from, 
"I will give yon pa.store a.coording to 
My own bee.rt, to feed the people with 
knowledge a.nd understanding." Mr, 
C. H. Spurgeon once ea.id "they did not 
wa.nt a minister to be all month, but 
they most have a. month to spea.k with." 
God's heart was tender, a.nd so should a. 
pa.stor's be. Ae the Church rea.lises the 
responsibilities of ite pa.stor, so will 
their prayers be for him. 

Pa.stor K E. Sea.re (Clapham Junc
tion) thought the Cba.irman we.a not 
only the right man in the right pla.ce, 
bot that the choice of the Church had 
fa.lien upon the right ma.n for its 
pa.stor. Every good gift and every per
fect gift ea.me from God, and of His 
gifts Christ was first and a good pa.etor 
next. 

Over three hundred friends ea.t down 
to tea.. 

A glorious gatherin!f was held in the 
avening, the chapel being well filled in 
every pa.rt, most of the London Strict 
Ba.ptist Churches ba.ving sent repre
senta.tives to do honour to the pa.stor. 

Mr. Thoe. Green a.cqnitted himself 
well as cba.irma.n, wbioh he felt it an 
honour to oconpy. Hie long a.cqua.int
ance with and esteem and affection for 
pa.etor J. Bush, and the fa.et tba.t_eome 
of bis own fa.mily had been savmgly 
converted a.nd united to the Chu.rob 

under hie ministry, bad deepened bis 
interest in the work which wa.e being 
oa.rried on. 

Mr. Thoe. Carr feelingly besought the 
Divine blessing on the meeting a.nd the 
union consnmma.ted tba.t da.y. 

Pastor 0. S. Dolbey, in giving the 
charge to the pastor, spoke or the grea.t 
joy he felt and encoora.geo;.ent he ha.d 
received a.a he listened to the testimony 
given by him in the afternoon, a.nd 
learned the way a gracious God had led 
him. He felt itra very solemn thing to 
give a ohargtl to him, bot the word laid 
upon bis heart and mind was 1 Tim. iv. 
16, "Take heed onto thyself, and unto 
the doctrine; continue in them; for 
in doing this thou she.It both save thy
self and them that bear thee." The first 
thing was to take heed unto ·one's own 
spiritual welfare, and, to ensure that 
it was necessary to have direct dealinir~ 
with God Himself. Ta.ke heed to those 
things which ba.ve a. practical bearing 
upon the work of the ministry. Read 
and meditate. Give a.ttention to read
ing, a.nd especially the holy oracles of 
God. Take heed to the gifts God bas 
graciously bestowed - the gift of 
preaching the glorious Gospel there 
many years; the gift of spiritual dis
oernment above me.ny of God's people; 
tb11 gift of imparting instruction. 
There will be many enquirers here; 
instruct them in the way, the truth. 
and the life. Take heed to thy life and 
conversa.tion. The eyee of not only the 
Church but the world will be upon 
thee. Take heed to thy manner of life, 
that it may be a.n examplo to otherE. 
Ta.ke heed unto the doctrine-God'• 
sovereignty, man's relationship a.nd 
moral a.ocountability to God; the doc
trine of God's eterna.l purposes to save 
His eternally loved and sovereignly 
chosen people. Folly persua.ded that 
Cbrii!t is Divine as well as human, yon 
will preach Him as "Imma.nuel-God 
with ns." The eternal justification of 
God's elect by the righteousness of 
Christ, and eternal redemption by the 
blood of tbo Lamb. Regeneration of 
all the redeemed by the grace and 
power of the Holy Spirit, and final 
presentation to eternal glory. Let no 
frown of man put thee in foar, for God 
is a.hove ma.n. 

Pa.stor E. Mitchell (president of the 
Metropolitan Strict Baptist Association) 
thought we needed a. short manual on 
the duties of Church membership. It 
we.a a solemn obligation on all whom 
the Lord bad been pleased to call to 
join themselves to His people. Not e. 
matter of option, as some seem to think. 
In 1 These. v. 12, 13 we read, "We be· 
seecb you, bretbre11, to know them wbi~b 
labour among you, and are over you in 
the Lord, and admonish you; and to 
esteem them very highly in Jove for 
their work'd se.ke. Aud be at pea.oe 
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among yourselves." Tho apostle has 
given us here the true ideal of a Chris
tian Churoh--a brotherhood, a. real 
Christian brotherhood- a bond of love, 
one Sa.vio11r,,one .. Father, one faith, one 
hope, one home, and consequently one 
family. 

"Blest be the tie the.t binds 
Our hearts in Uhristie.n love: 

_The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to the.t above." 

Tbe true badge of discipleship is Love. 
"By this she.II all men know ye are My 
disciples if ye have love one for an
other." Love your pastor, end he will 
Jove you. He has a large place in most 
of our bee.rt•, and we want you to love 
him too. You believe that God has 
re.ised up and sent him as your i,aetor. 
Recognise and acknowledge him as 
snob. Strict Baptiste are very demo
cratic people, but even a democracy 
must have a head. The very worst 
tyranny is not so bad as no rule at all. 
I e.m sure our brother's rule will be the 
rule of love. ·" Obey them that have the 
rule over you." Acknowledge hie 
Jabour. A pastor's life is not an easy 
one. A Church had three pastors in 
rapid succession, and the reaeone given 
were that the first ws.s e. man but no 
minister, the second a minister but no 
me.n, and the third neither minist,ir nor 
me.n. You have e. minister who is a. 
man. Yon do not know the le.boor 
entailed in the preparation of that 
sermon which was so helpful to 
yon. He had to pass through the olive 
press or drink of a bitter cup that he 
mi~ht be able to relieve you in distress 
or t~ouble. Reoognise his message as 
coming from God to your soul. He will 
bo.ve to admonish you. While his testi
mony is in e.coordanoe to the Word of 
God, receive it. Yon are •·to. esteem 
him very highly in love and be at 
peace.'' Remember he is God's servant. 
Hie whole life will be spent, in private 
as well as publio, seeking your good, 
L_et him know you l?ve him and e.ppre
o!atij him. _8how 1t by contributing 
hbere.lly to b1• •upport; give regularly 
give freely. " Be e.t peo.ce among your~ 
selves." Peace is e. slippery beauty; 
ouoe let her get out of your hand, it is 
very d1ffi.oult to get her be.ck age.in. 

Cougratule.tory addresses followed 
from pastors A. E. Brown (Pimlico), 
F. Fells (Highbury), C. A. Guy 
(Gravesend), W. H. Rose, T. Henson, 
and E. White (of Woolwiob). 

Pastor J. Bush expressed the heartiest 
thanks of the Churoh and himself for 
the. services rendered that day by the 
hhairmen, the speakers, the friends who 

ad come to wish them God-speed, and 
the ladies who ho.d rendered such 
efficient services in attending to their 
~11n~s a,t the tea-te.bles. Hii.ving te.stod 
.t e Joys of God'• wonderful salvation, 
~h Wo.s bis highest ambition to wa.ke 

em known to others. Their faith 

most not be in their minister, but in 
the presence and power of the Spirit of 
their God. 

The collections, amounting to over £20, 
were by the wish of the pa.ator given to 
the Pastors' Benevolent Fund in con
nection with the Metropolita.n Strict 
Ba.ptist Association. 

At the snggestion of the officers the 
pastor had II ca.binet portrait taken, two 
hundred copies of which were disposed 
of and tbe proceeds given to the Zenana 
Fond of the South Indian Strict Ba.p
tist Missionary Society. 

TUNSTALL, S.UFF OLK. 
CENTENARY SERVICES. 

THREE services were held on Ma.y 23rd 
in connection with the centenary of 
this Cause. A goodly number were 
present in the forenoon, 9.30 to 12.15 
a.m., and the spirit of prayer was 
poured out. 

The pastor was greatly helped in 
reading and commenting upon the 
conseoration of Solomon's Temple 
(2 Chron. vi.) 

Many of the brethren e.ud some from 
dfatant. Churches engaged in pra.yer. 
Several short addresses were given by 
various spenkers, among whom was e.n 
old friend of the C11u9e-.1,foretime the 
minister-Mr. A. Knell. 

The arrangements for lunch proved 
most suooessful and opportune. 

In the afternoon, at 2 o'clock, a very 
le.rge oompany gathered together, the 
chapel assuming her old oba.re.oter ns a 
h11rb0ur for the multitude, After the 
usue.l prelimine.ries, the Church's pa.star 
(Mr. R. W. Murrell) read from the pul
pit'' The History or the Churoh during 
the Past 100 Years," and also read "The 
Deolaration of the Church's Present 
Faith," in simple but direot le.n~uage. 

Our brother R. E. Sears, of Clo.phe.m 
Junction, followed with 11o most inter
esting and helpful address, whioh was 
listened to with olose attention. After 
reoe.lling some interesting faots in the 
Cnuroh'• hiotory cJnneoted with him
selr, he gave in brief 110 outline of the 
life of John Thompson, pastor of the 
Grnndisburgb Ce.use in the early part 
of this century. To this worthy pa.stor 
under God can be e.ttributed the exist
ence of this present Co.use at Tunstall. 
Mr. Sears then gave the Churob II most 
suite.ble motto, from wbioh in effect he 
pree.ohed II soul-stirring sermon
.. Jesus Christ, the ·same yesterde.y, and 
to-day, and for ever." His subject was 
readily followed in its three branches
yesterday, and to-day, u.nd for ever. 
.Men, opinions, institutions and Churches 
pass away, but Hti s.bideth ohangelese 
and for ever. 

At ;; o'clock about 200 eat down to 
tee., and mo.ny old and friendly faoas 
were noticeable among thern, 11ll passing 
off most pleasantly. 
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At 6.30 e. large company age.in 
assembled, in spite of the fa.et that 
many had left before. A sermon was 
preached by our esteemed brother, 
pastor R. Mutimer, of Brentford, to 
which we listened with joy and which 
the congregation very evidently enjoyed 
also. Our brother's subject was happily 
chosen for the ocoa.sion (Sol. Song viii., 
1st part of ver. 5), "Who is this that 
cometh, etc. . . . beloved 1" Our 
brother beautifully drew attention (1) 
to the person of whom the enquiry is 
made-the Church of God; (2) the 
wilderness from whence she comes ; 
(3) her coming "up" with her foot
steps, foothold~, footprints-i.e., the 
snccessive stages of Christian life, the 
covenant assurances, and t.he records of 
the saints-the flock of God. This 
sermon, with that of our brother Sears, 
will live, we are assured, to cheer many 
of our hearts and to encourage us as a 
Church to go boldly forward in this 
now second century. 

A short and earnest prayer followed 
by the pastor, and another of e. deep 
and feeling character by Mr. Sears, 
who then pronounced the Benediction, 
bringing to a close, with the Doxology, 
one of the most enjoyable days ever 
spent by ns. 

The receipts from the tee., lunch, col
lections and photos sold amountep to 
£14 19... To God be the glory. The 
Histories and Leaflets sold freely, but 
that account ie not yet closed, several 
more Histories being for sale. The 
profits of all go to our Chapel Building 
Repair Fnnd. Hallelujah! G. M. 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

TUESDAY, June 6th, was wet. bnt the 
Half-Yearly Meetings held at High bury 
Place were truly stimulating. The 
afternoon sermon was preached by 
pastor Abner Morling, of Cottenham, 
and was received with hearty apprecia
tion. 

President J. Parnell was chairman at 
the evening meeting and faoed an 
excellent company when delivering bis 
address. He was supported by Miss N. 
J. Hillier, Missionary-elect of the 
Society, who delivered a well-received 
a.ddresM ; by Pa•tors Saunders (Ramsey) 
and Bull (Boro' Green), who also spoke 
to good purpose. Prayer was offered by 
brother Easter (Bassett-stretot) and 
Scripture was rea.d by Mr. Catchpole. 
The grand feature of the evening w11s a 
eplendid talk by Mr. W. H. Maynard, 
Missionary from the 'l'innevtolly and 
wa.rm friend of the beloved R. C. 
Strickson. Mr. Maynard spoke in glow
ing terms of the work of the Society, of 
which be has very considerable know
ledge. He i• expected to favour the 
Society yet again ere he returns from 
bis furlough. The undersigned urged 

supporters to enlarge their help and 
enlist other sympathy, forasmucb as 
our European staff is so increased and 
our work enlarginl{ in every direction 
Vice-President F. Fells.daintily aokuow: 
!edged a vote of thanks for High bury 
hospitality. Our esteemed superinten
dent's father, Mr. R. B. Strickson 
(Stowmarket), was present with his 
spouse throughout the day. 

S. GRAY, 

OCCOLD. - Sunday-school anniver
sary services were held on May 21st 
when_ pastor R. _Mutimer preached: 
morning and evemng, to crowded con
gregations. The afternoon service for 
teachers and scholars was ma.oh enjoyed. 
Special hymns and anthems were sung 
by the children. We were favoured 
with the company of friends from many 
Churches round, whom we thank for 
their sympat\J.y and help. Collections 
amounted to :£6 6~. On the Tuesd11,y 
following Mr. Dykee, of Norwich, 
preached two able sermons, which were 
much appreciated by the good con
gregations gathered. May the Lord seal 
the testimony of His servants to His 
own glory. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE~D 
SOCIETY. 

HORNSEY RISE ASYLUM ANNIVERSARY. 

Froni a Corretpondcnt. 
FINE weather, in God's good providence, 
again favoured the Homsey Riee 
Asylum Anniversary on Frid11,y, July 
7th, and consequently the beautiful pile 
of buildinits, the trim lawns, and the 
well-kept flower beds looked their very 
best. It is always a delightful experi
ence to visit Hornsey Rise, a.nd with the 
years the delight deepene, and feelinJ!'s 
of truest thankfulness to God B,Ie 
dominant as one views the structure and 
regards its inmates, and realizes how 
many blessings our faithful covenaut
keeping Lord bas poured out upon t_he 
organization responsible for the main
tenance of this quiet re~tine"•plo.ce for 
the aged amongat His flock. As the 
centeno.ry of the Society approaches, the 
number of the beneficiaries of the 
Society increases, but with its enlarged 
responsibilities the means have ~een 
proviiled for the provision of pension•, 
so thRt to-day over 1,670 annuitants 
receive in pensions some .£12,500 per 
annum, in addition to the homes 
provided at Hornsey Rise, Ca.mberwell, 
Stamford Hill, a.nd Brighton. 

The proceedings on Friday afte:nooo 
commenced with a Sale of Work m the 
ground•. held on behalf of the Bene
volent Fund of the Asylum for aiding 
the sick a.nd infirm inmates. By meo.dns 
of the proceeds of this sale the la Y 
visitors who 80 benevolAntly visit, ooor 
fort, and cheer the inmatee, supp Y 
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D1edioe.l e.ttende.nce1 nurses, e.nd extre. 
coD1forts for those m specie.I need. At 
three o'clock Mr. W. Lneh, Vioe.r or 
Stretton, Leicestershire, preached a 
serDlOD in the Asylum Chapel, which 
was densely crowded. Amonj!'st the 
members of the Boe.rd of the Society 
present were Messrs. A. Hayles 
(Treasurer), Thomas Green, Arnold 
Boulden, T. W. Nunn, John Hodges, J. 
\}Jover, G. Savage, G. Dondney, W. 
BnD1stead, E. Carr, T. Carr, J.B. Collin, 
B. Firminger, e.lso E. Farncombe, e.nd 
R. F. Banks. 

The preacher took for his text haiah 
xiv. 2, 3: "I will go before thee, e.nd 
make the crooked places straight : I 
will break in pieces the gates of brass, 
and cut in sunder the bars of iron : and 
I will give thee the treasures of dark
ness, and hidden riches of secret places, 
that thou mayest know the.t I, the Lord, 
which call thee by thy name, am the 
God of Israel." 

After the collection had been taken the 
congregation adjourned to the beautiful 
grounds, where there was already a 
luge company who had been unable to 
find e.ocommodation in the ohe.pel. 
Visits were paid to the •rooms of many 
of the aged inmates, and there were 
numerous private little parties of 
relatives and friends to me.rk this annual 
fe~tivity. Meanwhile the Sale of Work 
was doing good business, and a large tea 
party was held in the Asylum Hall, 
ahout 200 friends being present. A 
pleasant and profitable day closed with 
a service in the chapel, an excellent 
sermon being preached by Mr. E. Co.rr, 
of Bath. I trust that many friends who 
were unable to personally participate in 
this pleasurable gatheriDI!' will remem
ber the daily needs of this magnificent 
work, e.nd will send some gift. donation, 
or annual subsoription.to the Seoreta.ry, 
a.t S:l, Finsbury Pavement, E.C. 

WANDSWORTH (WEST HILL). -
The 8Hh anniversary of the formation 
of the Church was celebrated on Lord's
da.y, June 25th, when suitable discourses 
were delivered by our pastor to in
terested e.nd 11,ppreoie.ti ve congregations 
both morning- and afternoon. These 
•ervicea were muoh brightened by the 
hearty singing- o! hymns and anthems 
by the choir, under the leader
ship of deo.con Drane. These ser
vices were coi.tinued on the following 
Tuesday, when pastor B. J. Northfield, 
of Mo.rob, pree.ohed an encouragiug 
•ermon on the subject of Prayer ; it was 
deeply experimental and instructive. 
Af~er which, a g-oodly company 
&dJourned into the lecture ball, where 
te~ was beautifully laid, the tables 
~sing richly decorated with a variety of 

_owers. The evening- meeting- was pre
sided over by Mr. Bartlett, who, arter 

the devotional part of the service had 
been attended to, in a few well-cbosf'D 
words congratulated the Church, pastor 
and officers on the good work carried 
on and the blessings attending the 
united labours of all concerned. He 
trusted that peace, prosperity, and 
signal blessings may long continue. 
Lucid and instructive addresses of a 
truly spiritual character were given by 
Pastors Easter, Sapey, and the Pastor. 
The collections exceeded former year,, 
for which we are grateful. The 
coronation hymn and the Benediction 
closed a successful anniversary. 

WORTWELL, NORFOLK. 
THE anniversary of the above place wae 
held on May 23rd. In the e.fternoon a 
good nomber or friends itatbered to
gether from Pulham, Beccles, and 
Fressingfield, to join with this little 
flook in prayer and praise to the Great 
Head of the Church for His lovingkind
ness to them as a small Church and 
people. 

Our departed brother, G. Everett, 
le.boured fe.ithfullv and lovingly to this 
people forty-three years. Though un
known to me.ny, yet he was well known 
to his Lord and Master. Our g-ood 
brother Sheldrake, of He.lesworth, took 
np the work which old age compelled 
their pastor to lay down. This he did 
honestly and well until, through a 
serious f11,ll sustained last summer and 
the .strain of a business and long
journeys, he, too, felt that he must 
resign the pastorute. 

This he.a Deen a severe trial to snob a 
few, but God he.a answered their prayer• 
in raising up a friend in our good 
brother St1.une.rd, pastor of the Church 
at Pulham, who, notwithstanding bis 
busy life, freely undertook to pilot them 
for a time, until God sbe.ll raise up 11, 
loving brother to minister to them-one 
who will love the flook far more than 
the fleece, for the fleece is indeed short. 
We earnestly pray that God would touch 
the hearts of those who have the power 
to help them to keep th~ir doors open 
u.nd have the Gospel preached in their 
midst. They are doing their best 
prayerfully and financially 11,nd are free 
from debt. The cbe.pel aleo is cle1m o.nd 
comfortable. 

Are suoh little Bethels to become 
extinct for lack of e. little financiill 
help? Do the town Churches realiee 
their ioilAbtedne•s to these village 
Cu.uses? How me.ny village pastors and 
people would be glad of e. little lovinl! 
help and sympathy in their work.which 
reo.lly oonsiots of forming foundations 
to their own Ct.urches / ·• He that be.th 
pity on the poor lenrleth to the Lord." 

Their deacon, Mr. Pawson, Post Office, 
Denton, Norfolk, would he delighted to 
receive practical help from any wbme 
Christian sympathy may bo drawn 
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towards the~ few. We hope, ere long, 
a brother will be found to go in and out 
amongst them. 

In the afternoon of the previously 
mentioned meeting pastor A. J. Ward, 
of La.xfield, preached from the words 
"That I may win Christ." Although 
having attended eleven of these May 
meetings, never had so many sat down 
to the public tea which followed. In 
the evening a publio meeting was pre• 
@ided over by pastor A. J. Ward, and 
warm-hearted addresses were delivered 
by pastor J. H. Lynn and Mr. R. Franli:
land, of Beccles, and pastor S. Hawes, of 
Oocold. Brother Pawson returned hearty 
thanks to all friends and to the God of 
all l!'race for giving such tokens of His 
love. May God richly bless them and 
give them such help a~ they need. So 
prays A. J. w ARD. 

BRENTFORD (NORTH RoAD).-On 
Thursday, June 29th, speoial services 
were held to acknowledge the Lord's 
11,'0odness to us in sparing our beloved 
p&stor, Mr. ll. Mntimer, to see the 12th 
anniversary of his pastorate over us. 
Notwithstanding the wet weather we 
had good attendances,and the collections 
were very satisfactory. We praise the 
Lord for the sustaining e.nd upholding 
grace given to our pastor in the years 
that are pe.st, e.nd pre.y the.t even more 
e.bnndant blessing may rest upon his 
labours in the future, if it can be e.ccord
ing to Hi@ will, to the praise and glory 
of a precious Christ, whose he is. and 
whom he desires to serve fully and fa.ith• 
fully e.Jl his days. In the aftern)on Mr. 
E. :\\litchell preached a 11,'00d sermon, in 
which he endea.vonred to exa.Jt a precious 
Christ, from John vii. 46, "Never man 
sp&ke like thi• Man." The divisions 
were :-(1) The incompara.bleness of 
Jean~ as a Tea.cher; (2) The importanoe 
of being under the tnJ..tion of this best of 
all teachers. In the evening we were 
favoured to listen to pastor J. E. Flegg, 
from two texts :-Gen. iii. 9, " Where 
&rt thou?" Ma.tt. ii. 2, "Where is Ile 1 " 
the former being the first question 
recorded in the Old Testa.ment, and the 
la.tter the first question recorded in the 
New Testa.ment. After dee.ling with 
these quest ions and Reeking to show how 
grea.t a diotance man has fa.lien through 
sin, our brother proclaimed unto us the 
Gospel of the gra.ce of God, spea.king of 
Him, the good Sa.marita.n, who ea.me 
where Hi• people were that He might 
bring them to where He is. He sought 
them tha.t they might seek Him at the 
mercy-seat of God'~ own providing, now 
ever accessible to all who feel their 
need, without the intervention of a.ny 
earthly priest. He, who ba.s broken 
down the be.rrier, Bays, "I &m the wa.y, 
the truth, and the life ; no man cometh 
unto the Fa.ther but by Me." "All that 
the Father giveth Me, she.JI come to Me, 

and him that oometh to Me, I will in no 
wise oast out." " And they shall be 11,IJ 

ta.ught of God ; every ma.n therefor 
that bath heard, and bath learned 0; 

the Father, oometb unto Me." God' 
question is heard first, " Where ari 
thou 1" and our question is answered 
next, " Where is He 1" The Bible 
reveals the Lord Jesus as a oomplet 
!f'nd sufi?.oien~ Saviour for every seek~ 
1ng anxious sinner.-E. FROMOW. 

PECKHAM RYE (ZION, HEATON 
!lOAD).-Tbe 3rd annual tee.and ga.tber
ing of the young people's Bible-class 
was held on :rhursday, June 22nd, when 
an encouraging company of the young 
people and their friends assembled 
T~e ohapel was pleasantly garnished 
with flowers, and a large motto, worked 
by the member~, hung over the pulpit 
gave_a happ,: effect. After the tea, th~ 
pubhc meeting was oommenced with 
the singing of that beautiful invoca.tive 
hymn," Holy Ghost, inspire our pr&ises" 
the reading of Psalms !xv. and Jxvi 
and prayer by Mr. H. Shepherd. Th~ 
annual sta.tement, embodying the 
changes and mercies of the yea.r was 
read by the le&der, after which p11stor 
A .. ~~drews go.ve us a thoughtful, in
s~1r1ting o.ddress, founded on tha.t ea.rly 
Bible-class narrated in Aots xviii. 24-
26. Mr. E. C. Clark followed with a 
brief, yet encouraging word, ba.sed on 
that ever-refreshing theme, " Mercy" 
in which one was glad to me.rk e. co~
scious emphasising of the st&tement 
previously read. An old-fashioned, yet 
fitting revival hymn," Azm of the Lord, 
awake I" we.a then sung, following 
whioh Mr. E. W. Flegg gave us au 
o.ddress on "The Glorious Gospel," 
whioh stirred our hearts, and made us 
long that it might he sounded fortn not 
only in Z'i'on, but outside also. Mr. H. 
Ackland then spoke ea.meetly and con• 
oisely from '· The Word of God," J11yi!!g 
encouraging stress upon the certa.inty 
of Divine truth and the futility of the 
efforts of modern att&okers. who aim at 
its undermining. Mr. H. Shepherd 
briefly addressed a helpful and aiding 
word to the young people, speci11Jly 
using the words or Paul to Timothy, 
"Study to show thyself approved." A 
truly ha.ppy a.nd Uod•favoured ga.tber
ing WQB brought to a close by the sing
ing or " Praise God from whom 1111 
blessing II.ow" and t!le Benedioticn.-J. 
KNIGHTS. 

AL DR INGHAM .-Whit-Sunday, 
June llth, was the anniversary do.y of 
the Sunday-school; the services through· 
out were bright and helpful. la the 
morning, pa.star S. B. Stocker preo.ch_ed 
an appropriate sermon from M11tt. xvud 
10, noticing first the little ones, o.n 
next the solemn wa.ming. In the Qfter· 
noon the cba.pel wa.s well filled, tlle 
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111eeting being presided over by Mr. 
Stocker. After an opening address by 
:Miss Botwrigbt, several recitations a.nd 
dialogues were given. On tbe following 
Tneeday the services were continued. 
The children acquitted themselves well, 
both in singing a.nd reciting. The 
report wa.e encouraging, a.nd told of the 
interest manifested in the young people. 
An address wa.s given by Mr. Moss, one 
of the teachers. Mr. Meadows having 
expressed thanks on behalf of the school 
for the collection, Miss Nunn and the 
children joined in singing a. piece wish
ing a.II good night. On the following 
day the children gathered and spent a.n 
enjoyable da.y together. We were glad 
to ba.ve with us a. former pastor, Mr. H. 
B. Berry, who gave a. short address to 
the children. At the close of the da.y 
various prizes were presented to the 
children. 

LESSNESS HEATH (BELVEDERE). 
-On Tnesda.y, June 13th, the servioes 
were held to celebrate· the Centenary. 
In the morning the friends met for 
prayer a.nd pra.ise, a. good number being 
preseat. At 11 o'clock Mr. E. White, of 
Woolwioh, preached a good sermon 
from Roma.ns xv. 20, which was listened 
to with much attention. After the ser
vice a light lunoheon was served in the 
vestry. In the afternoon, at 2.45, an 
excellent sermon was preached by Mr. 
J, Jarvis, of Devonshire-road, Oreen
wicb, from Pea. lxxv. 2. About 50 sat 
down to tea. After tea Mr. Jarvie pre
sided over a public meeting. Instruc
tive a.nd helpful addresses were given 
by Messrs. White, Harmer, Pounds, 
Mountford, West, Morgan. Some 
favourite hymns to old tunes were sun,:
at ea.oh servioe. Good oongreg-ations 
attended throughout the day. Collec
tions were taken a.t each service for the 
Cause and Renova.tion Fund, and we 
are pleased to ete.te Hie Majesty the 
King generously sent a dona.tion. We 
trust muoh good will result from these 
services. 

IPSWICH (ZOAB SUNDAY-SCHOOL), 
-The children's a.nniversary da.y I 
Wbe.t pleasant thoughts thrill the 
hee.rts of the dear children, their 
Pu.rents, their tea.ohere a.nd pa.star I 
Long a.ntioipated and hea.rtily enjoyed I 
Wbnt sympathy, whe.t love, flows from 
bee.rt to heart, ea.oh a.nxioue for the 
Welfare of the young! A happy, cheer• 
ful time wa.s spent on June 25th, when 
Mr. J. lfa.zelton, of St. Neot'e, preached 
lllb ~ruin~ and evening, the Spirit's power 
e1ng ma.nifeet and the preoious La.mb 

of God exalted. In simple and telling 
~angua.ge we heard the old, old story of 

esue and His love. The service in the 
afternoon was epeoia.lly for the ohildren, 
When they acquitted themselves in the 
u_eua.l excellent style in reciting and 
81Dging, We were pleased to have on 

the pla.tform (with Mr. Hazelton) our 
beloved re.star, Mr. R. C. Bardens. Ma.y 
a epecia. blessing re3t upon hie latter 
days. We thank God for bis faithful 
ministry. and may the precious truths 
of the Gospel, which are dear to our 
hearts, be precious to the dear children, 
Congregations were good. Collections 
were up to the average, tha.nke to many 
friends who ea.me to sympa.thize a.nd 
help. The annual trea.t was held on 
July 5th, when, with beautiful weather 
and the company of many friends, the 
day wa.s spent in innocent and ba.ppy 
enjoyment by all.-A. F. 

"REHOBOTH," WELLESLEY 
STREET, STEPNEY. 

ON Lord's-day, June 18th, we celebrated 
the eleventh anniversary of our pastor's 
ministry; also, as we have sold the 
lease of this time-honoured sa.notua.ry, 
and a.re expecting within a month or Bo 
to give up possession and build a free
hold oha.pel at Ma.nor Park, the meetings 
took the nature of farewell services. 

Our pastor delivered two most appro
pria.te discourses. The morning text 
was, "Be of good courage" (Ezra x. !). 
The evening text, "Arise, therefore, and 
be doing, and the Lord be with thee" 
(1 Chron. xxii. 16). 

On the following Tuesday afternoon 
Mr. Jae. Clark prea.ohed from "And the 
Lord, He it is that doth go before thee ; 
He will be with thee; He will not 
fa.il thee, neither forsake tbeg ; fear 
not, neither be dismo.yed." After 
ha.ving listened to these timely dis
courses, we believe even the faint
hearted (if there were a.ny) must have 
been stimulated to greater faith and 
confidence in God. • 

Tea.,time pa.seed very plea.santly in 
tha congenial company of old scholars 
of the school and friends who ba.d oome 
to wish us God-speed. 

Our pastor presided at the eveninit 
meeting and rea.d Pea. cvii. 1-8. Mr. W. 
Harris offered prayer. 

Mr. E. White spoke from ·• For here 
we have no ooutinning city, but we 
seek one to come." He remnrked: We 
must move with the oloud, and go· 
where God lea.de. May you see the a.rk 
go before you like Moses. 

Mr. J.P. Goodenough dwelt on" God 
going before" (Dent. ix. 3) ; "God 
going with" (Dent. xx. 4) ; nnd "God 
going in the midst" (Zepb. iii. 5). He 
said : If we attempt to go before God, it 
is a mietake. God goes before ua in our 
individual life; also in our Church life. 

Mr. E. Mote addressed us from 
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity." He rema.rked : May that unity 
be lonir preserved. 

Mr, Henry Seri vener, deacon, in giving 
an outline of the Gbnroh's history, ea.id: 
This building be.a bad three names-
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"Ebenezer" "Bethel" "Rehoboth," 
For thirty-five years '1 have been in 
Church fellowship in this sacred build
ing. I feel it very hard to say good-bye 
to this blessed spot. 

Our pastor, referring to his pastoral 
labourd at Stepney, said: It he.s been 
the most peaceable Church that 1 have 
been pastor of. 

Mr. R. E. Sears spoke of Moses' prayer 
when the ark set forward-" Rise up, 
Lord"; when it rested-" Return, 0 
Lord, unto the many thousands of 
Israel." He remarked: We must not 
rest on anything short of God. We may 
have a beautiful house of prayer, bnt 
what is that without God is in it? 

Mr. J.E. Elsey referred to the time 
when the present building was called 
"Bethel" during the ministry of the late 
Thos. Stringer, by whom he was bap
tized. He said : I can never forget 
"Bethel" and the dear departed friends 
who were members of the Church in his 
time. 

Prayer by our pastor closed these 
memorable services. 

HAYTER SCRIVENER. 

HORNSEY RISE (ELTHORNEROAD). 
-Special services to celebrate the 39th 
anniversary of opening of "Ebenezer" 
Chapel was held as follows :-On Lord's
day, June 18th, two sermons were 
preached by our pastor, Mr. H. D. San
dell, in the morning from John xvi. 14, 
and in the evening from Rev. v. 9. On 
the following Tuesday afternoon Mr. E. 
White preached from Titus ii. 14, and 
was heard with comfort and profit. 
After 11, social tea the public meeting 
was held, presided over by Mr. Isaac S. 
Vinall in 11, very genial manner, who 
read P~a. lxxxiv., a.nd ea.lied upon 
brother Marriott to engage in prayer. 
The report on the past year was then 
read, which expressed thankfulness, 
encouragement, a.nd hope. The Chair
man gave some excellent remarks on 
the blessings of God's house and the 
means of grace to His people, a.nd the 
following ministers gave addresses:
Mr. J. T. Bootle from John xii. 26; Mr. 
J. Clark, Isa. xxv. 9; Mr. J, Easter, 
Ezek. Xl[l[Vi. 37 ; and Mr. J. P. Gibbens, 
1 John v. 12. Our pastor closed with 
words of welcome to all pres,mt, a.nd 
expressed thankfulness for the help 
rendered. The services proved to be 
both pleasant and profitable, for which 
we thank God and take courage.-H. G. 

PROVIDENCE BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
HIGHBURY PLACE, N. 

THE forty-third anniversary of the 
Sunday-school was celebrated on June 
25th and 27th. The pastor (Mr. F. 
Fells) prea.ched on the Lord's-day, the 
text for the morning being Prov. xi. 30, 
and that for the evening 2 Kings vii. 9. 

A successful flower service wa.a held 
in the afternoon, at which pastor J. 

Ee.star (Bassett-street) gave an address 
on Matt. vi. 28. The flowers and plants 
were afterwards taken to looal institu 
tiOJ?,S to e'.'e~oise pa.rt of their God: 
d_es1gned m1n1stry-that of cheering the 
sick. 

On the Tuesday afternoon a sermon 
was delivered by pastor W, H. Rose 
(Woolwich), hie text being Ise.iah 
XXXV. 8, 

Tea preceded a public meeting at 
which Mr. F. T. Newme.n (Claph~m) 
presided, ma.king some helpful remarks 
based upon personal experience in the 
work. 

A report we.a read by Mr. H. Pvett 
secretary, ate.ting that seven from· th~ 
school ha.d been ba.ptized during the 
year. The loved superintendent, Mr. 
H. Adams, followed with the cash 
statement. 

Addressee were given by Mr. A. Vine 
(Clapham), pastor W. H. Rose (Wool
wich), and pastor Ja.a. Stephens, M.A. 
( H1ghga.te-roa.d). 

Prizes aud examination certificates 
were distributed by the Chairman. 

Collections, £12. Special hymns were 
well rendered throughout. W. K. P. 

ILFORD (EBENEZER, CLEVELAND 
ROAD).-Servicee were held in com
memoration of our pastor's fourth 
anniveree.ry on Sunday, Joly 2nd. 
Sermons, morning and evening, by the 
pastor. On Tueede.y, July 4th, special 
services were held. Afternoon, a.t 
3 30 p.m., sermon by Mr. Mutimer, of 
Brentford, from 1 Chron. iv. 9 and 10. 
In the eveninl! Mr. Mutimer occupied 
the chair at 6.30 p.m. Excellent ad
dressee were delivered by Mr. Ackland 
on "Jesus only," Mr. J. Clark on 
"Prayer," and the pastor from l Cor. 
ii. 2, "I e.m determined not to know 
anything," etc. We were favoured with 
11, good and profitable meeting on both 
oooaaions, e.lthough the attendances 
were not le.rge. Tee. wa.a provided a.t 
5.16 p.m. The oolleotions were mode
rate.-GEo. s. FAUNCH. 

FOREST GATE (CLAREMONT HOUSE, 
WOODFORD ROAD). - 'fhe twentieth 
anniversary of the opening of the above 
rooms for public worship was held on 
Sunday, Me.y 21st, 1905. Two eermons, 
which were muoh enjoyed, were 
preached by Mr.John Cooper, of C~~.uoh 
End, in the morning from Rom. v111. 28 
and in the evening from 2 Pet. i. 4. The 
services were continued on Wednesday, 
May 24th, when two excellent sermonfs 
were preached by Mr. W Sin~en, o 
Seven Sistera'-road, Hollowe.y; ID the 
afternoon, from Philip. iii. 16. O.v:~ 
forty eat down to tee., and at ti., 
another sermon from Isa. liv. 5. The 
rooms were filled, over fifty persons 
being present. We felt it to be e. red
letter day in the history of Cle.rem~nt 
House. We closed the evening service 
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with "All hail the power of .J esu's 
nu.me" (tune, Miles Lane) and '' Praise 
God from Whom a.II blessings flow." 
Ail went home feeling it wa.~ good to 
ha.Ve been there. - ONE WHO w AS 
THERE-

FRISTON, SUFFOLK. 
THE Sunda.y-sohool anniversary was 
held on Sunday, July 2nd. Mr. H. 
Morling, of Aldringha.m, prea.ohed in 
the morning to a. good congregation, 
which was representative of many for 
miles around, even Stoke Ash being 
represented. Ta.king as his text. "Out 
of the mouths of babes and euoklinge 
Thou perfected praise" (Matt. xxi. 16), 
the preacher said the priests of J ern• 
ea.lem had sought to keep the worship 
of God in their hands, but Jesus sternly 
rebuked them. Jesus even called it 
"perfect praise "-the melodious treble 
of childhood to harmonise with the 
gruff bass of manhood. He would 
rather have a ohild praiaing God with 
its genuine hosannas than have it 
taught by the priest of to-day to sing 
blasphemous songs in adoration of a 
piece of bread or wafer god. In the after
noon and eveniug a good programme 
of reoitations and dialogues, interspersed 
with hymns (led by Mr. Meadows), 
was well sustained. Mr. Morling 
presided. The opening address deserves 
special mention; it was arranged aoros
tica.lly to the words, "Friston Baptist 
Chapel School," and based entirely on 
Scripture texts; it we.a quite origiua.l, 
and was most admirably said by Cla.ra 
Hails and Eva Mathieson. All the 
scholars did their parts well. 

At the close Mr. Morling oongratu
le.ted the superintendent (Mr. Ford) 
and hie ate.If on the excellent way the 
e.nniversa.ry had been arranged and 
oa.rried out. Collections (£ 7) were very 
good. To God give the glory. 

PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, MARCH. 
SERVICES in connection with our 
anniversary commenced on Lord'o-da.y, 
June 11 th. Pastor J. J ull preaohed to 
good oongrega.tione. On the Monday 
evening a well-attended prayer meeting 
we.a held, presided over by the pa.etor, 
Mr. B. J. Northfield. 

Tuesday services were begun at 11.30, 
Pastor P. Reynolds being the preacher, 
who a.ga.in oooupied the pulpit in the 
~vening. Pastor J.E. Flagg prea.ohed 
in the a.fternoon. Although the weather 
we.a oha.ngeable, the attendances were 
yery good. The luncheon we.a pa.tron-
1zed by a.bout a hundred guests. At the 
conclusion of the rape.et the pastor ga.ve 
a few words, embodying a vote of 
tba.nks to the la.dies on the committee 
Who ha.d so well a.rranged and carried 
0
1
ut everything in oonneotion with the 
uncheon. 
Relerenoe was ma.de to the berea.ve

lllent oa.used by the decease of our 

esteemed brother, Mr. W. Morton, and 
sympathy expressed for the widow and 
family. It was an encouragement to 
see his sons and daughters ta.king such 
an active pa.rt in the a.nni versa.ry. Th is 
would fully accord with what would 
ha.ve been their father's own wishes, as 
it was also a. joy to the pastor and 
people. 

Mr. J. S. Morton seconded the vote or 
thank@, ann oonlirmed the remarks 
ma.de relative to their loss; he also 
expressed pleasure at meeting so ma.ny 
friends. 

Pastor J, Juli said it was the twenty
seventh time in succession that he had 
been a.mongst them. He sympathised 
with them 1n their trial, and, speaking 
to the rela.ti ves of their late esteemed 
friend and brother, he we.a glad to see 
them following in his steps, and hoped 
they would ever keep to the Ca.use and 
help it in every way, by doing which 
they could not honour his memory 
better. 

Pastor F. G. Smith expressed gladness 
at being with them, and wished pastor 
and people continued prosperity. 

The tea. was attended by a.bout 250. 
At the conlllusion of the d~y·s pro

ceedings the pastor said the previous 
Sabbath concluded twenty-live yea.re 
of his ministry, nearly sixteen having 
been spent a.a the pastor there; he 
never felt ho.ppier in his work than 
now. No strife or division had been 
experienced, and he hoped suoh a state 
of things would oontinue, He thanked 
a.II who ha.d given so liberally to the 
anniversary, a.II who had in any way 
helped, and also those who had visited 
them. 

The tote.I prooAAil• ,.monnted tn £4!i. 

(§om: ~omc. 
ISAAC BOilEHAlll 

depnrted this life on Mo.y liith. 100:i, nt the 
ripe o.geof 81. Born nt (lrnys. Essex, he re
moved when nbout 36 yonra. of nge to Stoke 
Newington, where he wns brought under 
the m1ni•try of brother Cornwell, nnd the 
Lord met with him. He wn, b1tpt1zed by 
the writer for brother Corn well. Ile sub
•equently removed to Bow, nnd found ,i 
home for mnny yenra with the friends there. 
His remains were interred in Mo.nor Park 
Cemetery. Thus one by one the st11lwart 
Zionitce pe.se a.wo.y, and 

.. We a.re to the mo.rgin come, 
And soon expect to die." 

We miss our brother in the pmyer-meeting, 
especially as, o.bove ma.ny, he WlL8 favouretl 
:With gifts in prnyer. Mtiy our hist end be 
uke h10.-W. H. !.,EE. 

J A:IIE~ BAR:IIORE. 
Our beloved brother wns suddenly etilled 

home on Wedaesdny, :list May Inst, ,it the 
ndvauced nge o[ 8:i yetlrs. •• The mewory of 
the just is blessed." Their names nre 
frngrant on enrth nftor they havo tlepuno<l 
to their heavenly rest. Our brother w11s 
brought to 11 saving knowled110 of the truth 
at about the nge of ~:l uoder a serwon 
greuched by Mr. Joseph Irons in Ebenezer 
Uhnpel, Shndwell. und wns b11ptizdd by Mr. 
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Kershaw on 6th May, 1844, and eventually 
"""" elected deacon there. In the year 1859 
be joined Homerton Row, then under the 
pastoral care of Mr. W. Palmer, and in the 
following year was elected deacon, which 
office be filled most ably and well until 
about two years before bis departure, when 
the infirmities of age prevented him getting 
to the house of God, though it did not pre
vent him taking an active interest in the 
cause which laid so very near his heart. He 
was always Rlad to know of anythinir that 
was going on and to help, as be had been 
wont to do all through. He, with bis be
loved co-worker, James Haines (who was 
called bame just nine months previous) 
have been pillars of this Church. About 
eighteen years ago they were instrumental 
in God's hands of keeping tbe doors of this 
God-honoured sanctuary open when the 
Cause bad got very low indeed. They now 
enjoy their reward. Many of the Lord's 
family will miss oar dear brother. for it was 
a great pleasure to him to help to make 
o Lhers happy; be felt that the Lord bad 
prospered him, and that it was a privileg9 
to help those who were not so highly 
favoured. He was a very great •offerer at 
times. but the Lord blessed bim with a 
patient and submissive spirit. At the early 
part of tbe present year be bad a fall and 
splintered the bone of bis leg, which caused 
him mncb pain; bat in a letter to one of his 
brother deacons, soon after, be said that be 
was quite sure it was of Divine appoint
ment and was overruled for bis good. He 
never murmured, but always seemed bright 
nnd cheerful and so grateful for all the 
Lord's goodness to him. He enjoyed much 
sweet fellowship and communion with 
Him. A few de.ye before his death he said 
to the writer," I never realised that promise 
so precious before, 'As thy days, so· thy 
strength shall be.' I am Jiving day by day.'' 
Truly, one could see that be was ripening 
for home, and the day before bis departure 
be said to bis son, "How good the Lord be.a 
been to me ! " Thus the grace of God was 
displayed in this dear brother right to the 
end of bis journey. He bad longed to get to 
the Lord's house once more, and asked the 
brethren to pr&y for this; but God saw flt 
to call him to the higher service. Oar Joss 
is great, but his ga.in is greater. Hi~ remains 
were interred in Chingford Mount Ceme
tery on 6th Jane, 1900, broLber F. C. Holden 
officiating, by special request of the de
ceased. A service was first held at bis 
residence, which was attended by a large 
gathering of mr.mbers and friends of the 
family and a!Ho by the four dee.cons of 
Homerton Row. It was 11 very wet day, 
which prevented many from payinl? their 
last tribut.e at the cemetery. Mr. A. Haines, 
dea.con of West Ham, was there. On the 
following Sunday a memorial service wo.s 
held. when brother E.W. ~•]egg delivered a 
Yory solemn discourse from Bev. xiv. n. 
May the Lord graciously bless those of tbe 
(u.mily who are left behind and who have 
lo•t a most affectionate father. 

FREDERICK SHAW. 
There are many in the household of faith 

unable to trace as clearly as they would, and 
as many can, the great change from dark
nes• to light, so gradually does the true 
light dawn upon them. Such was our dear 
brother Shaw. From n child be had known 
the Scriptures, and wa• not without exer
ci•es of •oul as to the •alvation therein set 
forth.. At the age or 17 he benrd 11 •crmon 
by the late beloved Mr. Flack, which ho 
often spoke of to the close of bis life. Hi• 
upright life before men and hi• humble 
walk before God plainly told to tho•e who 

know the Lord the work of grace in bis 80 
tbnt he was ever pleading to have clear ~l 
btmoelf. When in the providence of God h 0 

went to live at Wellingborongh the ministr 8 

of the late Arthur Baker was greatly blessea 
to him, and _the name of this faithful ser
vant of Christ was dear to him to bis le.st 
hour. The Lord gave him a choice com 
pn.nion in bis dee.r wife, n.nd, each bein -
much blessed under the ministry of M~ 
Baker, they were baptized by him tbe 
wife lee.ding the way tn the path of obedi
ence and her dear husband soon following 
When the Lord called home to glory bi~ 
dear wife on August 25th, 19(0-removin 
all fear .. of i;tee.tb by the application of lb! 
words, It 1s I; be not afraid "-our brother 
suffered a Joss be never seemed to recover 
from. though we.tcb_ed over with tenderest 
care by bis dear child, Mrs. Harding with 
whom be lived. During the pastorate of 
the w_riter at the Tabernacle our brother 
and sister bad their membership trans
ferred there fro~ ·• Zoar," and, with ten 
others, was received 1n on Lord's-day 
March 1st, 1891. During the time tb~ 
Church was without a pastor, among the 
snppbes the mtn1stry or Mr. J. E. Flegg 
was so much blessed to him that he often 
pleaded. if it was the Lord's will, be might 
be Jed to s_ettle there. Bat the Lord ordered 
1t otherwise, and our brother was antici
pating the ministry of the present pastor 
Mr. Be)cber, bat the _Lord bad provided 
something better for him. Heavy affliction 
often kept him from the honse of God. It 
was painful to witness bis strn1?gle to 
breathe at times. How be lon1?ed for rest 
and often cried, ''Come, Lord Je,ms: come 
quickly." TbA wait_ing tim~ seemed Jon,:, 
but he was most patient. Wttb the trium
phant shout of "0 grave, where is thy 
v.,ctory 1 0 death, where is I-by sting' ., 
be passed into the presence of hi• beloved 
Lord on Jane 7th, 1905. and on June 11th 
the mortnl remains were laid to rest by the 
writer in the same IP'ave with her wbo 
bad passed on before. " The memory of 
the just is blessed."-E. MARSH. 

BABAH TAYLOR 
received the home-call on Jane 12th, 1905, in 
the 85th year of ber age. She had been in 
failing health for about two years. the Lord 
very gently taking down her tnbernncie; 
and sbe would· often say, "The Lord I• good 
to me: I am in no pain, on]y an increaBing 
sense of bodily weakness." From her earl\' 
years she bad a great reverence for tbe 
thing• of God, the house of God, and tbe 
people of God; but it was not nntil she sat 
under tbe ministry of the late Mr. Ja.mos 
Wolle, of blessed memory, thnt It was mani
fest that she was a subject of Divine grace, 
and she we.• constrained to mnke 11 pnblic 
profession of her Jove to and fnitb in tb_at 
precious Chri•t who was her only Hope 10 
the matter of her soul'• salvntion. Sb.e was 
amongst the first (with sixteen others) to be 
baptized in the new Surrey Tabernacle 10 
Wanaey-street in January, 1808, and 
continued in membership with tbnt Church 
until 1897, when she (wilh her late hn•bancl) 
removed to Ipswich and joined the Chnrch 
at "Betbeada" under the care of the late 
Mr. W. Kern'. The Lord, by His grace, 
enabled her to maintain a good profession 
down to the end, testifying by her con•iatenJ 
lile, walk o.nd converso.tion that she b~ 
been with Jesus and learned of Him w 0 

we.• meek and lowly in heart. On the 17th 
her mortal remains wore committed to thf 
izre.ve. Our ~ood brother, Mr. Polley, 0

0 Hnlotead, olllcinted, ancl spoke su11a~0 words of comfort and consolation to 1 

sorrowing friends.-W. D. TAYLOU. 



ffl?illiam '5untington; or an ®Id jtor,i ~e-told. 

CHAPTE!t IJ.-GETTING UNDER w .A.Y. 

He overrules all mortal things, 
And manages our mean affairs ; 

On humble souls the King of kings 
Be~tows His counsels and His cares. 

"Go'd hath heard the voioe of the lad where he is."-Gen. xxi. 17. 
' ' 

CRANBROOK in Kent, though an unimportant town, is not without 
historic interest. Sir .John Baker, a noted persecutor of the 

Protestants in the days of Queen Mary, lived. there, a chamber in the 
south porch of the church being still called "bloody Baker's prison." 
Here, too, Robert Traill, the Pnritan, a noted Presbyterian preacher and 
J)ivine (1642-1716), ministered during his closing years. 

At this period, also, the Baptists had so increased and muliiplied that 
the complaisant clergyman, Rev. John Johnson (1707-1725), erected a 
baptistry or dipping-place for adult!i in the .Parish Cburch, where it may 
still be seen. The ancient Baptist Cause in this town had an honour
able history, and numbered among its pastors, Francis Cornwell, a 
learned and gracious man of wide repute as a scholar and preacher. 

A century later, Isaac Beeman (1765-1838), a friend of 
Iluntington's, ministered here for twenty-three yeara in his own chapel. 
He11ry Birch, A M., originally a clergyman, likewise preached here for 
many years "without fte or reward" in " the Dane Home," till he 
was in June, 1857,called to the higher service of heaven. "Dissenters," 
says Murray's Handbook, "are still very numerous in the locality," and 
we may add that these art largely Dissenters of a sound and experimental 
order. But not to these, is attention directed, but rather to the place 
itself and its aswciations a century and a half ago. 

This is essential to our purpo,e, since a just conception of a man's 
character cannot be arrived at without accurate knowledge of hie early 
surroundings and circumstauces. If "on hie· birth fair fortune smiled," 
and he enjoyed the adrnntages of wealth, culture, and the ministry of 
human love, for this allowance must be made when we seek to estim•ltc 
the triumphs of maturer age. If, on the other hand, he was handicBpped 
by poverty and its attendant evils, if 

" knowiedge to his eyes her ample page, 
Rioh with the spoils of Time, did ne'er unroll," 

if pa.rental affection lavished no kindness upon him, and in spite of all he 
achiered greatness, and has left his" footprints on the sands of Time," 
how leniently should we regard his frailties and foibles, how generous 
should our admiration of his virtues and attainments be I 

Due importance must, therefore, be accorded to this indisputable 
truth when seeking to obtain a just estimate of the life and labours of 
one whose career was so changeful end romantic, aod who rose, alone 
Rnd un11ided, from the depths of poverty to a position of the highest in
fluence in the Christian Church. The squalid and bitter penury of his 

VoL. LXI. ·SEPTEMBRR, 1905. 



THE EARTHEN v~~sirnt. 

dhildhood's home has been referred to; nor was there aught in his social 
~nvironment to ameliorate it. The age was most corrupt and vicious. 
Among the affluent, drinking was deemed a fashionable accomplishment. 
Unchastity, under the name of gallantry, marked the gentleman. Duel
ling was the resource of honour; gambling the popular amusement; while 
current speech was inder,ent and profane. 

If such were the usages of the upper claSBes, what must have been 
the home life of the rural poor in remote districts, where the vices of the 
rich were doubtlesi reproduced in their grossest form. To them the in
fluences that t,end to soften and refine were wholly unknown. The only 
place of entertainment was the noisy ale-home. Poaching was uni
versally practised. Many a brave man, maddened by the cries of his 
children for bread, "toolr. to the road" as a foot-pad or highwayman, to 
be finally transported beyond the seas, or banged in chains on a gruE
some gibbet at lhe cros~ road on some lonely heath or common. 

This was emphatically the condition of the villages in the Weald of 
Kent, which at that time was a barbarous and most abandoned place. In 
consequence of the war with France heavy protective duties were exacted 
by our legislators to cripple the commerce of our enemy, and goods of 
French production became enormously dear in this country. Hence 
organised smuggling was common, eepecially on the east and south coast; 
and reputable capitalists were well known to be largely engaged in it. 
The whole population thus became gradually involved in this traffic. 
Secret storehouses were established. between which and the Metropolis 
regular and craftily-contrived means of conveying contraband articles 
were maintained. Daring spirits found it far more attractive and lucra
tive to guide smugglers with their costly loads through dark 1md miry 
lanes, than to drndge at honest but ill-paid labour. No one blamed 
them ; and their frequent encounters with lhe coastguard and excisemen 
-though blood were shed and lives lost-were regarded as commendable 
aud brave adventures. 

In the very centre of one of the most demoralised of these localities 
our little William passed his earliest years. 

We left him plodding over his few books, acquiring the elements of 
a very rudimentary education. His schooling was free. Bread for eight 
hungry mouths had, ho~ever, to 1?e proc~r.id an~ paid for,. and. though 
not yet eight years old, it became imperative to him to furmsh bis quota 
to the expense~ of the household. He was therefore withdrawn from Joha 
Hessel's care, and set to thresh corn with his reputed father for four· 
pence a day. 

Cowper, in" The Task," me.y help us to a glimpse of them e.s they 
toil in their master's barn (The Sofa, 355):-

" We m&y discern the threshers &t their t&sk. 
Thump &fter thump resounds the constir.nt flu.ii 
Thaj; seems to swing uncert&in, &nd yet fir.lie 
FuU on the destined e&r. Wide flies the oh&fl, 
The rustling etre.w sends up & frequent mist 
Of &toms sp&rkling in the noon-dir.y beam. 
Come hither, ye the.t press your beds of down 
And sleep not; see them sweating o'er their bre&d 
Before they e&t it.-'Tis the prime.I curs~ 
But softened into mercy, made the pledge 
Of cheerful dir.ys &nd nights without & gro&n.'' 

Unhappily, the last two lines do not in this case apply. The shadow 
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of ever-pressing want rendered the pc.or lad'11 existence a dreary one, and 
deprived his labour of all enjoyment. His mother's hnsband, though a 
good man, took-a:i well he might- a melancholy view of life, and was 
but a sombre companion to one who sorely needed kindly smiles and 
cheerful words. 

Once in every threa weeks came "winnowing days," in which the 
drudgery of threshing was intermilted for the lighter work of separating 
the husks from the corn, or dressing it. • These afforded them a grateful 
relief. The farmer then allowed them their dinner. These were "good 
days," but they came too seldom; and if it were wet, they had to be 
deferred. 

It happened one winnowing day that as the boy went reoicing after 
his father, it began to rain. This he knew precluded all hope of the 
coveted meal, for the grain on the floor would be wetted, and it would 
be impossible to get the wheat out of the chaff. 

In connection with this he, years after, confessed to having yielded 
to a strange temptation. It " came to his thoughts " that God did 
everything contrary to peoples' desires. Were he to pray for a fine 
day, it would surely rain. If he affirmed with an oath that it would 
rain, it would certainly be fine. Following this wret'}hed suggestion of 
the devil's, be swore s0 veral dreadful caths that he knew that it wouM 
rain ; but fair weather followed. " So the father of lies appeared to 
speak the truth," and the boy got his dinner. 

" When afterwards, he refl •cted on this temptation, be was mnch ap
palled, and a@ked other people many quest.ions concerning God, and 
' who the devil was.' Their replies convinced him that be had awfully 
sinned, and that his wretched oaths must have come from Satan. These 
thoughts fille<l him with many cogitations, fears and terrors, and made 
him dread to be alone by day or night. When by himself he would, 
therefore, repeat the Lord's prayer again and again. When the presence 
of others rE:moved his apprehensions, he for the time left off praying." 

We have claimed for this lad, of fewer than eight summers, that he 
early commenced to think, and that his thoughts, like those of Longfellow 
as he wandered on the quay at Portland, were "long, long thoughts." 
l t would be hard for a student of "boy-life" to produce an experience 
parullel to the abJve. '' The child is father to the man," and all that 
would U11derstand his biography. must keep such incidents as the above 
clearly in view. They afford striking clues to his whole character and 
career. 

In the course of twelve months or so this marvellous child became 
weary of his continued drudgery and privation, and resolved, though still 
less than eight years old, to make an independent attempt to obtain his 
own Ii ving- for himself. 

He accordingly made enquiry if anyone in the neighbourhood re
quired an errand boy of his age, He was soon informed that a "certain 
yeom1rn,'' or a farmer who cultivated his own freehold land, was en11uir
ing for such a lad to wait at table and look after his Lorses. This person 
he one day watched to market, introduced himself, and agreed to serve 
for three yeus. He was to receive two suits of livery during this 
term, twenty shillings per annum in cash, and all the pm1uisites, or 
" tips," which might he given him for o<ld services rendered to visitors 
and othere. The happy day for his leaving home arrived ; and he was 
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now, for the first time in his life, fairly clothed, well fed; and occupied 
with oongenial work. At fir,t things went smoothly, though his rer
quisites .... ere few and far between, till one day his master entertained 
some of the officers and gentlemen of the Kentish militia.- On these he 
as page boy, waited, and being no doubt a clever, impudent young fello; 
of attractife appearance ani speech, they so appreciated his services as 
to bestow their "coppers " on him with such un wonted liberality as to 
put him in posseesion of thirteen shillings. Two thirds of this were 
however, claimed by the maidservants. This demand, by his mother'~ 
advice, he resisted. They carried their grievance to the Squire'R lady 
who-in spite of her husband's agreement with the poor lad-sided with 
them, and summarily sent him about his business. He had therefnr.i to 
resume his old ragged clothing, return home, and again betake himself 
to his old work with his reputed father. 

It is coticeable that God does not seem at this time to have been 
in his thoughts, as he makes no mention of prayer in connection with 
this episode in his history. 

Life at the Four Wents must ham seemed dreary indeed in contrast 
to the comforts he had so sadly left behind; and he kept his eyes open, 
resolrnd to make a second attempt to maintain himself as soon as pos
sible. Among the lads he knew was one John Dungy, the well-dressed 
and well-fed page of Squire Cooke, a lo::al magnate, and he could but 
think bow well the place would suit him, if it were but vacant. Of this 
there was no prospect-. He, however, bad heard someone observe that 
"all things were possible with God," end be <letermined to refer this 
wish to Him. This he did for some time, telling no one about it. Some
times be prayed on his knees under a hedge, a~ others he whispered his 
petition when in bed at night. Sbould the Lord, he thought, grant 
him this favour, he would know whether all things were indeed possible 
with Him. 

No answer came at first. He, therefore, foolishly concluded that 
God did not exist, end that it was therefore useless for him to pray 
more, and that he had no cause to" be afraid of sinning." He accord
ingly discontinued praying. Then he resumed doing so, but at length 
left it off altogether. 

Some time after he learnt to his surpriee that the Squire had tur~ed 
his boy away for stealing oysters, and wanted 11nother ; and on applymg 
was himself engaged at twenty shillings per annum. Can we wonder at 
his telling us thirty-two years after that " for many days and weeks 
after this he had an uncommon impression of the power of God," tho~gh, 
even at that distance of time, he chose to conceal the various workmgs 
of his mind as he went after this place, since these would hardly be 
credited of a child not more then eight years of age. 

Youorr though he was, the devil, who was cognizant of, his prayers, 
made hi; the mark of some strange and terrible temptations. He was 
again permitted to doubt the being of God, or to question, even if He 
existed, whether He took notice of such creatures as we are. If not, 
was prayer rational or necefsary ? Mi~ht not his situation ~ave b~n 
obtaiot-d by chance rather than-as he had credulously bel1eved-m 
answer to his many petitions that it might be given him by ~eaven ? 
Was he therefore ur.der any obligation t1 adhere to the resolutions he 
bad maue? 
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But for his solemn aBBurances, it would, indeed, seem impossible that 
Lhoughts so subtle and sinful could enter the mind of one so young, but 
he not only insists that they did, bot affirm3 that" they proved an awful 
inlet to pride and vanity," to which sins he " for some months gave 
way." 

In another manner, he became also the mark of hell's envenomed 
shafts. The Squire's groom, of whom he was very fond, was s::> utterly 
debased as to find pleasure in pouring pollution into the receptive mind 
of the poor boy, who eagerly swallowed "all that his filthy tutor ad
vanced." This tended further to harden his heart, till he at length cast 
off all fear and re3traint. Not only did he omit to perform, but he 
wilfully broke through, all his impassioned vows to God. In fact, he 
became a child-deist, in an age of widespread infidelity, and was in the 
gravest danger of degenerating into an irreclaimable and abandoned 
reprobate. 

God, whose existence he was persuading himself to question, was, 
however, watching over him for good, aud removed him from this 
sphere of temptation. He was allowed to do something, we are not told 
what, that gave offence t::> his master, who discharged him. 

He had, therefore, again to return to his wretched home, and resume 
his field-work with his father-" as deeply stung with remorse for the 
act that had led to his dismissal as, but a few months before, he had 
been lifted up at the sight of God's mercy." 

His next few engagements present, as such, no feature3 of interest. He 
went far and wide in a~arch of regular employment, but failed to obtain 
it. At Battle Abbey, the only place he expressly names, he continued 
for some time. Here he became still more hardened in sin, and stifled 
the thought of death and judgment by going as much us possible into 
company and occasionally drinking to exces3. At length, when about 
eighteen yearl! of age, he entered into the servic~ of the clergyman of 
Frillenden-a village about four miles from his native town. 

Thus this litttle bark was again and again nearly wrecked in its trial 
trips acros~ the ocean of life. Thus, in un wonted ways, the Lord wos 
lmiuing for His service on J whose mission and ministry were to be 
unique in the interests of thousands of the objects and subject,s of His 
sovereign grace.• 

(To be continued.) 

• This "old story retold" le mainly a resutnl! of the narratives of Hunting
ton·e "Bank of Faith," in two parts; hie "Kingdom of Heaven taken by 
Prayer," with the introductory" Life of the Author" and his ·• Naked Bow of 
God," from '.a oomparieon of whioh hie Biography has to be almost entirely 
gathered. The three books may be obtainud for le. 6d., post free, of Farnoombo, 
30, Imperial Buildings, E.O., and we shall be pleased if these artioles lead to 
their widely extended perusal. 

It is hoped that our papers when completed will prove a fuller oonseouti ve 
sketch of the life of this marvellous man than has yet appeared, and serve to 
pourtray him a.a he was, and so eave others from being prejudiced ngainet writ
ings which are so adapted to be of eervioe to God's people. 

Our late friend, Ebenezer Hooper's two books" The Celebrated Coalheaver,'' 
nnd "Faote, Letters and Dooumente," are not absolutely reliable-for oxamplo, 
he confounds Huntington's servitude with the "yoeman farmer·" with his en
gagement with Squire Oooke (" Celebrated Coalheaver," page 2, and " Faots, 
Letters and Dooumente," page 12). Much, too, as we esteemed the author, we 
dislike the animus of some of hie paragraphs. 
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THE UPBUILDING OF THE HOME IN THE 
FEAR OF GOD. 

An Address at a Wedding. 

DEAR FRIENDS,-You are now married as the law of the land 
prescribes ; and after the simple and informal fashion of our Free 

Churches. You "have consented together in holy wedlock, and have 
witnessed the same, before God and this company. You have pledo-ed 
your tro,h, either to other, by the giving and receiving of a ring ~nd 
by the joining of bands" ; and I, as God's minister, have pronounced 
you man and wife, and blessed you in the name of the Lord. 

I am, however, unwilling to dismiss you without suggesting a text• 
which, I trust, may be blessed to you amid the sundry and manifold 
changes of the new life into which you are this day entering. 

Your business will not, indeed, be to build a house, but to surround 
yourselves with that almost undefinable something, we style a home But 
the principle is the same. A house is erected upon its foundation, brick 
by brick or stone bJ stone. A home has to be built up little by little 
by perseverance, frugality, patience, concession, and care; and in 
attempting this, except the Lord favour and prosper u~, onr efforts to 
secure social and circumstantial happiness will prove "in vain." Take, 
then, this truth as a guiding star to be always and everywhere 
followed ; and heaven's benison will come where heaven's blessing is 
sought. 

You will ere long be in a distant land, amid scenes and surroundings 
very different from those of the past. The wide ocean will roll between 
you and the friends and associations of your younger days.t I would, 
however, beg you to ke~p in mind that you cannot be where God is not, 
that there is everywhere a way of access by prayer to Him, and that He 
is " a very present help" in all seasons of need. The same royal sun 
gives its light to men in all parts of I he world, o.nd the same Go_d 
extends His pity and protection to all that fear Him, wherever theu 
habitation may be. A solemn, reverential sense of His pr€sence con
stitutes an impulse and a check, a safe-guard and a consolation, the 
importance of which cannot be over-rated. 

I trust, further, that you will continually remember Him, not only 
as a God " nigh at band," but as the living and active Friend ~f all 
that put their trust in Him. Though unseen, He is ever. workrng; 
ever evolving His own secret plans in the open events of our hves. Our 
verse portrays the erection of an actual building. Not less really, 
however, does He deign to work for us in fashioning the fabric of ~ur 
lives, and surrounding us with the nece8saries, comforts, and joys which 
make for out· happiness and peace. A God not only ever present, but 
eYer occupied to ensure our welfare, is thus, another though~, I trust you 
will take with you to the borne you will in the future call your own. 

Value above all things His blessing, and bear in mind that your real, 
true, aud lasting prosperity and happiness, will depend greatly on your 

* Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it" 
(Psa. cxxvii. 1). 

t It should be exple.ined the.t the bridegroom he.d recently e.ccepted_ an 
eligible engagement in America., to which country, with his wife, he he.a since 
proceeded. 
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eeekiog this by following the precepts and principles of His holy 
Word. 

I know that we are, in a sense, the architects of our own fate. I 
admit that our fortune depends greatly on ourselves, and on the use to 
which we put our powers, our attainments, and our opportunities ; but 
I press on you that " unles~ the Lord build the house" our best-laid 
plans may fail ; our best endeavours come to nought. There is thus 
"a divinity that shapes our ends, rough hew them how we will." "The 
blesiing of the Lord it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it." 
" The voice of rejoicing . . . is in the tabernacles of the righteous " 
(Pea. cxviii. 15). "The righteous Lord loveth righteousness : His 
c'Juntenance doth behold the upright" (Pea. xi. 7). "Trust," then, 
" in God and do the right." Let this be the one great watchword of 
your every act and step. In business be straight, honourable, upright. 
In the choice of the friends with whom you will have to surround 
yourselves, select only the "worthy and the good" for your confidence 
an:i companionship. Trust none that you do not feel to be trustworthy. 
Take none to your heart that do not fear God and walk in His ways. 
Godless acquaintances are never worth including in our list of real 
friends. Never be ashamed of the religious convictions which God has 
infused into your souls. Practice what you profe-s si:nply and un
obtrusively, aod those whose esteem is worth having, will holJ you in 
regard, and prove their friendship by acts of practical sympathy in seasons 
of tri!l.l and need. 

"In all your ways," therefore, "acknowledge Him. and He will 
direct your paths." He will show you what course to adopt when you 
are in doubt ; solve life's hardest problems for you ; and flash strange 
light on dark and devious roads, so that you may walk on with 
steady pace. 

God, then, is the Maeter-Builder of our fate and fortune. .Acknow
ledge Him therefore gratefully as the Author and Giver of all things 
which contribute to your happiness; and "in everything give" Him 
"thanks." Let your home be environed with the spirit of recognition 
of His goodness. Never take His favours without acknowledging from 
whom they proceed. Never eat unblessed bread. Never let sucecss 
come to you without raising your voices in heart-staves to Him " from 
whom all blessings flow." 

I would not overshadow you with dark forebodings ; but seasons of 
sorrow, dis:i.ppointment, and seeming failure will surely come to you as 
to all. But never give up your hold on God. Trust in Him is the highest 
source of the dash-and-go-;-the prevision that sees openin~s. and the 
patience which pursues thein, and the continuity of plodding energy 
which keeps on, till desire becomes realisation. Trust Him, then, by 
night ann by day, and regulate your steps to the rhythm of the old 
refrain, 

" For Hie meroies she.II endure, 
Ever faithful, ever sure." 

This to you both is an auspicious hour; 11,nd may God keep its 
memory green in your hearts all your days. You, dear, happy girl, feel 
that you bave for a husband the dearest, brightest, bravest man th~t 
ever was ; while you, dear friend, are sure that by your side sits a peer
less woman, so sweet, so good, so true, so tender, that every drop of your 
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blood tingles to think that she is actually yours: May these feelings 
neYer leaye you when the first flush of sentimentality is over and you 
have settled down to the earnest prugrawme of life. May God keep up 
the richness and simplicity of to-day's love. 

To this end, study to make each other happy. Pull together. Pray 
together. Have no rese1vation in spe!lking to each other on your 
deepest and most solemn thoughts. Have no secrets from each other on 
matters little or great. Hold each other up by every tender ministration 
that. love suggests ; and all who wish you well, will rejoice in your ever
growing happiness. 

Finally, the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord be .v~ry 
gracious unto you ; the Lord lift upon you the light of His countenance, 
and give you peace, for the Saviour's sake. AMEN. 

DIVINE OWNERSHIP. 
BY I. C. JOHNSON, EsQ., J.P., OF GRAVEfiENn.• 

"Ye a.re not your own,"-1 Cor. vii. 9. 

lif Y motto is a simple one. It is composed of five words only, all of 
lU which are monosyllables; but it expresses a body of divinity, 
affording doors of egress, by which an ingenious expositor might bring 
out much Gospel matter and Scriptural teaching. 

Its sentiment is diametrically opposed to the self-will of fallen 
humanity, whose language is, "Our lips are· our own ; who is lord over 
us ? " (Psa. xii. 4) ; and, "We will not lu1ve this man to reign over 
us" (Luke xix. 14), but we should glory in the fact if the declaration 
indeed applies to us. . 

"Ye are not your own." How simple a sentence! It is worthy of 
remark that many very precious truths e.•e similarly conveyed to us in 
short words-" I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life." "He that 
eateth Me shall live by Me." "I am that Bread of Life." "I and My 
Fa.ther are one." "By grace ye are saved." And. the· marvellous 
account of the Judgment Day in Rev. xx., from the eleventh to the 
fifteenth verse, in which only ten words of more than one syllable are to 
be found. Our verse furnishes a further example of God's wise employ
ment of terse but most telling terms. 

The apostle, at the commencement of the epistle, congratulates the 
members of the Church at Corinth as being sanctified, and coming 
behind in no gift, and awaiting the second coming of our Lord. Some 
there, however, were among them whose behaviour did not adorn t~e 
doctrines of the Gospel. Upon these he comes down with an emphatw 
"What? know ye not that your b3dy is the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? " 

Now if our bodies are likewise temples of the Holy Ghost, "what 
manner of persons should we be iu all holy conversation and godli~ess"; 
in order to make it manifest that the Holy Ghost dwelleth also in us? 

• An address delivered a.t Zoe.r Cha.pal, Gravesend, on April 12th, HJ05, e.nd 
written for this Ma.ge.zine by the venere.ted speaker, who is in his ninety-filth 
yea.r. It ha.s a fine fla.vour of Purita.nic divinity, which no thoughtful rea.der 
ca.n fa.ii to e.pprecia.te a.nd enjoy. The manuscript is a. marvel of ce.ligraphy ; 
firm, clea.r, a.nd a.rre.nged with the utmost oa.re e.nd·precision,-EDITOB, 
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The apostle tells ns, as he told them, how it is that we are not our 
own, for he says, " For ye are bought with e. price, therefore glorify 
God in your body, e.nd your spirit which e.re God's." 

This we are in a creation sense, for the Lord he.th " made ns, and 
not we ourselves." We are as clay in the potter's hands. Unassisted 
reason may indeed contend that if we are already His by creation, 
wherein is ~be necessity of our being thus bought, so as to be His in 
another sense ? 

This question necessitates onr referring to the beginnin~ of mortal 
existence. God mnde man upright and good, anJ gave nim every
thing that was needful for his comfort and happiness. By the 
temptation of Sa.tan he, however, fell into sin, and involved all his 
posterity in the slavery of sin e.nd Satan, and the bondage of law and 
justice. "Behold, for your iniquities ye have sold yourselves" (Isa. 
I. I)-that is, by your original sin and by your actual trans~essions. 
" For by one man, sin entered into the world, e.nd death by sin, e.nd so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have ~inned" (Rom. v. 12). 

This is the condition of every son e.nd daaghter of the first Adam, 
so that we are e.11 born in sin, and shapen in iniquity, totally depraved, 
" with-Out hope, and without God in the world." 

Yet, further, not only is our condition hopeless, but we are also 
helpless. On this the Scriptures a.re olear ; and our experience confirms 
the testimony. Milton's solemn lines, in which he represents the Divine 
Father as challenging the pity and the power of the unfallen angels to 
rescue the apostate race, e.re surely in point :-

" Man disobeying, 
" Dieloya.l, brea.ks his fea.lty, a.nd sine 

Aga.inst the high suprema.oy of Hea.ven, 
Afieotlng Godhea.d, a.nd eo losing a.ll, 
To expia.te his trea.eon ha.th nought left, 
But to deetruotion ea.ored a.nd devote, 
He with his whole posterity must die, 
Die he or Justioe must; unless for him 
Some other a.ble, a.nd a.swilling, pa.y 
The rigid sa.tisfa.otion, dea.th for dea.th. 

Sa.y, hea.venly Powers, where sha.ll we find suoh love? 
Whioh of yo will be morta.l, to redeem 
Ma.n'e morta.l orime, a.nd just th' unjust to save? 
Dwells in a.11 hea.ven oha.rity so dear? "-PA.B. LoeT, III., 203. 

To this appeal no response was me.de. " All the heavenly choir 
stood mute." None in worlds celestial or in regions terrestrial ce.n solve 
the problem of an atonement. Micah enquires whether burnt-offerings 
with calves of a year old will suffice ? Will thousands of re.ms do ? 
Will ten thousands of river3 of oil wash away sin ? or, shall I give the 
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ? (Micah vi. 7). To these 
queries an unknown psalmist replies that "None can by any means 
redeem bis brother, nor give to God a ransom for him" (Paa. xlix. 7). 
So we are all in a lost and ruined condition. 

(To be concluded.) 

SHORT of Jesus Christ, no power can save us. Beyond Him, no 
power can condemn us.-Rufus 

T 
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"SEEST THOU THIS WOMAN?" 
Luke vii. 44. 

BY JAMES E. FLEGG, CLAPHAM COMMON. 

JESUS, by desire, was in the house of a Pharisee. Wbat brought 
Him there? We know not the reason for the request, but the 

Lord, acceeding to it, "went in and sat down to meat." He was and 
is "the friend of publicans and sinners," and sinners still find their 
way to where He is. 

While He sat at meat, a woman who, as the sacred historian says, 
"'' was a sinner," entered. She drew near-she touched the Saviour. 
See, !>he bends and anoints those sacred feet, on which her tears fall, as 
with the hair of her head, she wipes and kisses them. Having seen the 
poor soul enter, the Pharisee, who has watched her movements, draws 
his own conclusion. " If this man were a prophet, he would have 
known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him, for 
-she is a sinner." 

What a contrast the two present. The man, evincing the coldness of 
the censor ; the woman, the warmth of grateful love ; the one, thinking 
himself clean ; the other, knowing her need of cleansing. 

The Pharisee was awakened from his reverie by the pointed question, 
"Seest thou this woman?'' Had he seen what Christ saw ? No! 
·Christ saw the woman; the Pharisee saw only the sinner. Out of 
sinners tbe Lord makes saints ; the rou~h diamond is polished that it 
may shine to His praise. Christ knew her present, what she was; the 
Pharisee only her past, what she had been, and appeared to regard 
it as impossible that she could have become different. To him she was 
a sinner. The Lord was looking into her heart and reading both her 
sorrow and her joy ; and He saw a new-born heiress of eternal glory. 

See here an instance of sovereign grace. It would seem that her 
character was well known. There was in her nothing meritorious ; and 
if she were saved, it could only be by the favour of God. '' To seek 
and to save" such, Jesus came. He Himself says, "I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

" Sovereign grace o'er sin a.bounding, 
Ransomed souls the tidings swell ; 

'Tie a deep that knows no sounding ; 
Who its breadth and length can tell ? 

'Tia an ocean 
Without bottom or a shore." 

See also an object of Christ's love. Such is true of every soul who is 
drawn to Christ. "No man cometh unto" Him ·• except the Father 
draw." But the love of the Lord is everlasting, and in lovingkindness 
He draws unto Himself. Men love the lovely; but Christ makes 
lovely those whom He loves, and then ~aye," Thou art all fair, My lov~." 
Where, then, the heart is drawn out rn love to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we have a token of Christ's love. Man is never first with God. '' We 
love Him because He first loved us." 

" Oh for such love let rooks e.nd hills 
Their le.sting silence break." 

Have we not further an exemplification of the yearning of true love ? 
This woman would not have entered the Pharisee's house if Christ had 
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not been the1·e. But He was there, and where He was she would be 
near to Him. She would expresi her heart'e love to Him by whom she 
was forgiven. Thus, the awakened soul wants to be where Jesus mani
fests Himself-longs for closer communion, and often says, 

"Nearer, my God, to Thee; 
Nearer to Thee." 

SPURGEON AND RUSKIN.-A CORRECTION. 

A MINISTERIAL correspondent, who received his education at the 
Pastor's College, directs attention to yet another version of the 

story related on page 240 of this volume. It is extracted from "Personal 
Reminiscences of Charles Haddon Spurge:m," by Rev. W. William~, of 
Upton Chapel, London, who probably knew more about Lhe great 
preacher than any of his later contemporaries. Wishful to be accurate, 
we give the quotation word for word from page 69 of the above work. 

"John Ruskin, when he lived at Dulwich, attended the Tabernacle. 
Mr. Spurgeon was not the man to be affected by the presence either of 
men of letter!!, philosophers, statesmen, noblemen, or even kings and 
queens, and in turn he had them all to heu him. John Ruskin was a 
devoted attendant upon his ministry for years, and occasionally visited 
~Ir. Spurgeon at his house. The Pastor, when going over his valuable 
and ex~en~ive library of scientific, hi~toricil, and poetical books, which 
adorned the shelves of his beautiful dr,1,wing-room, pointed out to me a 
first edition of Ruskin's works, worth, he said, about £30, and which he 
11ad received as a gift from the lluthor. He must have read 
them, too. In one volume of his I have noticed half a dozen apt quota
tions from Ruskin. 

"The two men, however, as the reader may easily imagine, were far 
from bein!l' in agreement upm many matters. Upon one occasion, Mr. 
Ruokin told him he was fitted for something far better than constantly 
preaching to 'that herd at Newington.' This roused the preacher's 
righteous ire, and he gave the art-critic a pot of boiling oil on his head 
such as he would not be likely to forget for many a day. 

"When making another visit, Mr. Ruskin said, 'Mr. Spurgeon, 
Paul was no gentleman.' 

" 'Oh I' Sf\id the pastor, 'why so ?' 
'" Well, he calls the man who differs from him a fool. He says, 

Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened except it die. Now as a 
matter of fact, Paul was the fool, for he was ignorant of the process of 
the reproduction of the grain. That which is sown does not die ; if it 
did, it would abide alone.' 

"' Excuse me, Mr. Ruskin,' said Mr. Spurgeon, • it is you who are 
ignorant, and not Paul, for you don't know what the true definition of 
death is ; let me tell you. Death is the resolution of any compound 
~ody into its original elerLents. A grain of whe<lt is compound ; when 
It is put into the ground it is actually resolved by the chemical action 
of the soil into its original elements, and this is death ; and out of the 
central germ of life is then produced the blade, the ear, and the full corn 
in the ear, and if it did not so die it would abide alone. 'l'he apostle 
was right after all.' 
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'• Mr. Ruskin had to own himself defeated." 

Even now, what exactly occured is far from clear. It is certain that 
Ruskin could not have acted otherw_ise t~an a~ a g,mtleman, and equally 
so that Spurgeon would not have failed m the c.mrtesy due to his di•
tinguishe~ guest, ~nles~ ind!ed ~he conversati~n was a pie.1e ?f badina_;e 
on both sides, which, cons1dermg the gravity of the snbJect, is not 
probable. 

May the reader, with the writer, learn to repeat from the heart the 
well-know!! lines :-

" My feeble soul would meekly learn 
To lay her wisdom at Thy throne; 

Too weak Thy secrets to discern, 
I'd trust Thee for my Guide alone." 

'' IN PEACE LET ME RESIGN MY BREATH." 

THE verse of which this line is the commencement is not, as has been 
supposed, a fragment of a hymn, but forms part of the inscription 

on a tomb in Kens"l Green Cemetery, and was composed by the deceased 
as an expression of his personal trust in the Redeemer. 

This was Richard Valpy, D.D., an eminent classical scholar, and for 
many years the succeesful and popular Master of the Grammar School 
at Reading, Berks (1754-1836). In mid-life he attended the ministry 
of a former pupil, Dr. William Marsh, afterwards of Beckenham, 
through whom he was favoured to become a sincere and humble believer 
in the Lord Jesus. 

When nearing his end he repeated this verse, which, he said, he had 
written some years before as " a confession of his faith and the expres
sion of his experience."• It was accordingly inscribed on the stone 
erected to commemorate his last resting-place:-

" In peace let me resign my breath, 
And Thy salvation see ; 

My sins deserve eternal death, 
But Jesus died for me." 

Simple as they are, many have read these lines to their soul's eternal 
profit. Lord Roden, of gracious memory, recounts that his friend, 
General Taylor, a Waterloo veteran, repeated them with his dyiag lip3 ; 
and not a few others have found them a full and fitting expreesion of 
their feelings when entering the valley of shadows. 

Reader, accident, as we should style it, has brought them under our 
notice, and they have come with strange, sweet unction and Holy Ghost 
power to our own soul. 

When and where we shall " resign our breath " we know not ; nor 
does it concern us to enquire. Bow we ·shall "quit this mortal stage" 
is, however, of unspe3kable moment. " In peace may I re3ign roy 
breath l " 

Thie will be the case only if "Jesus died for me," and oh, for the 
inner witness of this to the present comfort of our anxious heart ! 

• See the ·• Light from tbe Cross," Series No. 22, •· Dr. Valpy'e Motto." 
The Religioua Tract Society. Throe shillings per 100. 
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A SERVANT OF CHRIST-D. ALLEN. 
BY MARIAN HOBBS. 

HOW wondrous are the ways of the Lord in" sending forth labourers 
into His harvest " ! This is exemplified in the life of D. Allen, 

minister of Castlereagh-street Baptist Chapel, Sydney, whose deeply 
interesting memoir is reviewed on another page. 

He seems to have been a child of sorrow from his infancy; when bat 
two and a-half yeara of age, he lo3t his mother, and a few years later his 
father. The latter, who had previously been much reduced in 
circumstances by a lawsuit, emigrated to Australia, leaving his children 
in charge of an nncle, who proved a very cruel man, and actually 
appealed to litigation to decide to what parish the children were charge
able. 

After this he worked early and late in the fields as a farmer's boy 
for two shillings per week, on which he had to keep himself. He speaks 
very touchingly of a poor aged woman who showed him kindness. 
" Her affectionate care seemed wonderful-like heaven almost-to one 
who had no mother, or anyone else to love him." He enquires," Why 
ladies cannot spare a little love and motherly kindness to poor mother
less boys ? Is it nothing to them that it shall never be forgotten when 
the child has become old and grey, and they silent in death ? " His 
touching affection for his mother's memory reminds us of Cowper's 
well-known poem, and he mourned for her until he was nineteen years 
of age. 

While yet a child he was deeply .convinced of sin in his thou.gM&, 
feelings, words, and ways, though living a moral life, and when but 
eleven years old (with the idea so inherent in nature that he must do 
something to recommend him to God before he could hope for pardon) 
he even vowed to live without sin for six or eight weeks, which it is 
needless to say he found impossible. 

At the age of eighteen he left Suiolk for Australia, and at 
Launceston found his father, who was a member of the Chmch there. 
Tbe Lord soon after sealed pardon, peace, and liberty upon his heart by 
the application of the words, " Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world." This brought into his soul the felt union 
and fellowship with God he had been for years seeking, and he became 
a member of the Church. 

Ere long he began to preach. His labours were blessed in various 
ways. He was the author of several books, the best being " A Defence 
of the Worship of the Eternal Spirit." He finally became the paator of 
the Church at Sydney, where he continued for twenty years until he was 
called home. 

The author describe3 hi-1 ministry as "the first full Gospel ministry 
he ever heard"-" sound doctrinally, experim,mtally and practically; 
searching, strengthening and comforting; and bold in its denunciations 
of error." 

His labours in the cause of Protestantism were many and pronounced, 
so much so that the Romanists determined " to put him out of the way 
at any consequence," but he was preserved. 
. In time, with the Spirit's blessing, his laboun told for good in many 

directions, and though never so popular that crowds gathered whenever 
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he was announced to preach, he invariably commanded a congregation 
of sober, spiritually-minded and reputable persons, and, while his actual 
seals were many, the moral influence he indirectlv exerted was very O'feat 

His biographer formed his acquaintance when a young ma;, and 
speaks of him with a filial affection and reverence which recall 
Cowper's lines :-

" Loved as his son, in him I early found 
A father, such as I shall ne'er forget." 

Happy would it be if all y0ung Chrietians met with pastors EO wise 
kindly and true. ' 

The compilation of these interesting pages must have been a labour 
of love, as is apparent from their tender fidelity. Tears must have fallen 
from the writer's eye as the hand penned some passages. 

During the last three years of his life he had some severe illnesses 
but was wonderfully supported, and in 1891 was enabled to pass ove; 
Jordan dryshod, as he himself expressed it. He also repeated," Not a 
wave of trouble rolls across my peaceful breast." His last words were : 
"Serve Him." 

The letters are excellent, combining living experience with a clear 
understanding of doctrinal truth. 

These words are penned in all sincerity, the writer having read the 
book with some real interest and warmth of heart. Its graphic allusions 
to Suffolk in years gone by should procure it readers among those to 
whom that county is dear ; while its allusions to Church life in Australia 
render it valuable to all who seek to know more about the brotherhood 
of faith in that far-off land. 

8PIRITUAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
LETTER 3.-0N JOINING THE CHUROH. 

TO Mn;s S. A. M--.-My dear friend,-! was last week so poorly 
that all correspondence had to be deferred ; but being through 

mercy better, I now write to say how glad I am that you are able to 
give so clear and satisfactory an account of the Lord's dealings with you. 

He has many ways of oalling His sheep. Some _are drawn ; o_ther~. 
driven. Some are led by love; others brought to thmk about their lost 
condition by solemn fears respecting" the wrath to come." . 

You trace your first impressions to a dream: T~is accords with 
Job xxxiii. L\ which I beg you to read. God, m His grace, not _un
frequently puts Himself into communication with the imm~rtal mrnds 
of His eternally-loved people in the silent w1ttches of the mght, when 
"deep sleep falleth upon men." . 

You seeem also to know something of the experience unfolded rn 
other verses of this very precious cj:Japter:-as verse 19-f or you ba\"e 
been "chastened with pain upon· yonr bed," etc. 

Thus, by different paths, the Lord's blood-bought people are gathered 
unto the ever-blessed "Shiloh" (Geµ. xlix. 10), "Unto Hrn shall the 
gathering of the ( enrolled apd redeemed) people be." They ,:' stall 
come" (John vi. 37). They shall be "gathered one by one ( stl

• 

xxvii. 12). And as these gathered and coming sinners prostrate thero-
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selves at His feet, He is never known to cast them out. To encourage 
them, He exclaims, '' Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.'' 

Your letter, I tnink, warrants the hope that you are not a stranger to 
these things; and I really believe that you give evidence that the "good 
work " of grace haR been " began " in your heart (Phil. i. 6). 

I am glad that you have formed the acquaintance of Mrs. D--. 
She is a spiritually-minded and God-taaght Christian lady, and well 
able to give you sympathy and counsel. 

And now, what do you wish me to do for you? If you think of 
being baptised and joining the Church, I should be pleaBed to have a 
conversation with you, and learn more of your feelings and experience. 

Be sure that you feel the ground firm under your feet before you 
take this important step. I would impress this upon you, " He that 
believeth will not make baste" (Isa. xxviii. 16). Faith can only travel 
in God's light (Psa. xxxvi. 9) and never leads people to act rashly. 

If, however, you are at rest in your mind, and are favoured with 
some assurance that you are God's dear child, I would say, "Why 
tarriest thou ? Arise, and be baptised, calling on the name of the 
Lord." With all kindly sympathy, I am, Your affectionate Minister, or 
servant for Christ's sake, M. S. S., Dec. 1st, 1878. 

LETTER 4.-SORROW .A.ND DEPRESSION. 

To Miss S. A. M--.-My dear friend,-So all the joy expressed 
in the letter you sent me a few weeks since has fled, and you are once 
again in "the valley of the shadow of death." "All thoughts of your 
joining the Church (you say) must be indefinitely postponed." 
"Baptism," as you remember my observing, 'is the immersion of 
heaven-born believers,' and whether you have • obtained precious faith ' 
(2 Peter i. 1), and have • believed through grace' (Acts xviii. 27), is 
again a matter of terrible uncertainty with you." 

I would fain help you. You have somehow got back to the" slough 
of despond "-a nasty place to be in, as no one knows better than your 
poor minister, but1 I have ,found that, in His own good time, the Lord 
al ways sends a man called " Help " to direct one to the steps of the 
promises-that is, He has invariably aided me "in the last distreBBing 
hour" by guiding my mind to rnme good word of His grace. 

The following verses appeared many years since-nearly thirty-in 
The Gospl'l Standard, or (for it then had two titles), The PeelJ/r, Christian's 
Support:-

" I seek, but cannot find ; 
I cry, Thou hee,rest not ; 

My moe,ns are given to the wind, 
Une,nswered and forgot. 
I shrink from all I feel, 
I fear to look within ; 

I fear to read, I fear to pray, 
For nil seems guilt and sin. 
Long hours I've watched for morn, _ 
And sometimes thought 'twas light; 

But e,h. the vision went e,nd left 
A de,rker, drearier night I " 

Is not this much how you also feel-and the cry of your heart-as 
you tell me-is, "Do God's true children often, if ever, ftcl thus?" 
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What can I say in reply-but WAIT and HOPE. Read Psa. cxxx., and 
especially Lam. iii. 22-33. See bow Jeremiah, when he tried to pray
even to "cry and shout "-felt that his prayer was shut out. Yet he 
writes that "it is good both to hope and quietly wait for the salvation 
of the Lord.'' 

Plead, as only a poor, helpless sinner can, the blood of Jesus. The 
foot of the cross is safe ground, and there is always room for sad, weary 
and consciously guilty sinners there. Sensible ble~i;;ings may be with~ 
held, but no curse can fall on any who wait at His dear feet. 

One verse must surely suit you-
" A guilty, wee.k, o.nd helpless worm, 

On Thy kind l\rms I fe.11 ; 
Be Thou my strength and rigbtoousneee, 

My Jesus e.nd my e.11." 

Paul says of Se.tan that " we are not ignorant of his devicts" (2 Cor. 
ii. 11). Of many of them, we are; but some are observable to those 
who watch the tactics of their unwearied foe. I have noticed more than 
once, how he tries to upset and harass those who disclose their intention 
of joining themselves by baptism to the Lord and His people in open 
profession. 

I am no prophet, yet I venture to predict that instead of " your com
ing forward being indefinitely postponed," it will not be long ere you are 
able to do so with joy, and e.tte3t to your conviction that you are one of 
the Lord's chosen people, and to say, "My beloved is mine and I am 
His; He feedeth among the lilies." 

Write won age.in. I shall be glad to know how and when light 
breaks upon your soul. I am sure it will. 

If you must not call me your Pastor, I may sign myself, Your 
affectionate Minister, or servant for Christ's sake, M, S. S. 

Jan. let, 1874. • 

SACRED Musrc.-The influence of music when accompanying holy 
words is sensuous, not intellectual. It affects the emotions, not the 
judgment. At best, it produces a transient result. It cannot act on the 
mind and will, from the o,::erations of which actions and conduct proceed. 
Gesture in a- speaker emphasises what he advances, but the force lies in 
the ideas which his words convey. So a hymn, tenderly and pathetically 
sung, may move to intenser feeling than the same words might if spoke~, 
but such feeling is from its nature evanescent. Permanent good 1s 

effected only when God's everlasting Gospel is conveyed to the immortal 
mind through the power of the Holy Ghost.-Adrian G--n. 

"THEM THAT ARE IN BoNDH " (Heb. xiii. 3) are those who suffer~d 
for the Gospel. Some were in prison, and others troubled in their 
reputation, enjoyments and goods. Such are "the prisoners of Christ" 
-an honourable title. It is far better, more safe and more honourable 
to be in bonds with and for Christ, than to be at liberty with a brutish, 
raging, persecuting world.-Tryon's '' Owen on the Hebrews." 

---- ----------- ------------
• The above were entrusted to the Editor after his giving up the conduct of 

the Gospel Herald in_1877 through ill-hoe.Ith, and have been in bis keeping aver 
since. '.I'he sister to whom they were e.ddreseed soon regained her lost joy, we.a 
be.ptised, and was a consistent e.nd happy Christian when le.et we hee.rd of her 
about twenty years ago. 
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THE NON-VOLITION OF GOD. 
"Be eUU and know that I am God."-Pea. xlvi. 10. 

THE aspect of thing,1 as they are is often very perplexing and painful 
to thoughtful persons. 

J odging by appearances only, proud and unsanctified minds might be 
easily led to exclude an intelligent, righttous, end good Being from the 
active government of the world. 

The calamities and miserifs which everywhere abound, and which at 
times seem to fall with pe:uliar severity on the righteous and good, 
might drive u~ to the conclusion that Goel is the passive and unheeding 
Spectator of human sorrow, and enforce the denial of His superin
tendence and benevolence. On devout minds the effect is, however, 
different-. They have learned to bow with submission to the mysterious
ness of His conduct, and to " be still and know that He is God." Hence 
they sing-

"Let saints proclaim Jehove.h'e praise, 
And acquiesce in 1\11 His ways ; 
He keeps eternity in sight, 
And what Hie hand performs is right." 

The presence and dominion of moral evil are yet more astound
ing-presenting much which it is now impossible to harmonise with the 
wisdom and goodness of God. We cannot reconcile Divine agency with 
human liberty, or the continuance of sin and its dire and destructive 
deserts, with the unqnestionable power of God to terminate it at_ once 
and for ever. Thousands are BORN a.ad CONCEIVED in iniquity, whose 
sin will inevitably bring upon them everltisting misery. How shall we 
reconcile their undoubti:id de•tiuy with HiR mercy r The ultimate bar
rier to their salvation is the KON-VOLITION of Deity. How can this fact 
be harmonised with His revealed attributes, which are so admirable and 
lovely in our highest estimation r 

Such questiom will force themselves upon all reflective minds-but 
before they break from oar lips we hear a voice which imposes silent 
submission-" Be still and know that I am God. My wisdom is un
erring. My plans embrace an infinite sphere. Thou art an insect 
wondering in a bye-cQrner of Nature, and do~t thou complain that thou 
canst not walk that mysterious circle in which I move, and compre
hend tbe majesty and grandeur of My <l ·signs r" Be it then mine to 
respond-

"Keep silence nil created things, 
And we.it your Maker's nod ; 

My soul stands trembling while she singe 
·The honours of our God." 

The above is extracted from a sermon by our late uncle, ,John Styles, 
D.D., then of Union Chapel, Brighton, on the occasion of the death of 
his friend, Rev. Thomas Spencer, of Liverpool, who wa'I drowned while 
bathing in the Mersey in August, 1811. 

We give it mainly for the. sake or one phrase. Many of our brethren 
are not at ease a~ to the terms the "Reprobation" or "Preterition" of the 
non-elect. Such may welcome the expresf!ion "the NON· VOLITION of 
God" as more accurately embody in!! what He has taught _them 011 t_he 
perdition of the ungodly and what is st.yled above" the ultimate barrier 
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to their salvation," namely, that God, in His high sovereignty never 
willed it. It is a subjecL so solemn and terrible as to bid us weep o~r very 
heart away, but being revealed truth, no preacher should evade or conceal 
it.-EDITOR. 

LONG-LOVED LYRICS.-No. 5. 
THE DEATH OF A BELIEVER. 

BY JOHN BEBBIDGE. 

AT length he bow'd his dying hea.d, On death they ce.st a wishful eye, 
And guardian angels come ; When Jesus bids them sing-

The spirit dropp'd its cla.y a.nd fled- " 0 Grave, where is thy victory? 
Fled off, triumphant home. 0 Dea.th, where is tby sting?" 

An awful, yet a glorious sight, 
To see believers die I [night," 

They smile, and bid the world "good
And t!tke their flight on high. 

Releas'd from sin and sorrow here, 
Their conflict now is o'er ; 

And feasted well with heavenly cheer 
They live to die no more; ' 

No guilty pa.ngs becloud the face, So me.y I learn by grace to live, 
No horrors ma.ke them weep; And die in Jesus too ; 

Held up and cheer'd by Jesu's grace, Then will my soul that rest receive, 
They sweetly fall asleep I Which all His people do. 

John Berrid~e (1716-1793), the well-known Vicar of Everton, Beds, was an 
ordained clergyman before he was born again and brought, in the power of the 
I;fe of grace, to repent and believe in Christ to the salvation of his soul. He 
then became an Evangelical minister of no common order-truthful and ex
periu;iental, yet most forceful in insistirJg on practical holiness as an essential 
evidence of the new birth. He was a preacher of the type of Henry Venn 
of Yelling, Grimshaw of Haworth, and Dr. Haweis of A.ldwinkle, and was 
infatigable in his services for his Master. He was the author of "The 
Christian World Unmasked," a plain and curious work in defence of salva
tion by sovereign grace, and of " Zion's Songs," a once popular collection of 
hymns. The above, which is No. 315 of these, is here given by request. It 
is now little known and appears in one collection only-that by Isaac Bee
man, of Cran brook, Kent, page 25\). In this, however, the 8ixth verse, which 
so appropriately closes the whole,_ is omitted. 

JAMES WELLS: AN APPRECIATION. 
BY JOHN CHARLES CARLILE, BAPT1s·r MINISTEn, FoLKESTONE. 

( Extracted from " The Story of the English Baptists.") 

IN the fifties, the prominent Baptis~ of South London was James 
Wells. He bad been driver of a carrier's waggon on the London 

Road. The Lord called him from the box of the cart to the pulpir. 
He was a wan of great nat.ural ~ifts and indomitable energy. After 

his conversion, he worktd hard until he learned to ~peak fluently in _good 
English, and by the kindness of Edward Andrews-an ucco~phsbed 
congregutional minister in his neil{hbourhoJd-who became his _tu_tor, 
he acquired enough Greek and, Hebrew to read the Bible in the ongwe.l 
languages. . . 

Hi,s acquaintance with Calvinistic theology w11s extensive ; yet ~t 
must be coufe~sed that he never lost the vulgar note in his speech, His 
shrewd cornmo_n sens~ and close acquaintance with the needs of the 
people, ad<ied to a keen sense of humour, made him a great power. 
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The beautiful chapel, the Surrey Tabernacle, in which he ministered 
during the la.st seven years of his life, was built and paid for, mainly by 
the exertions of working men, charwomen aQ.d sbop girls, who contd not 
give without sacrifice. 

Mr. Wells was a man of the common people; and that, in addition 
10 his clear enunciation of the theology which has ever been the comfort 
of the disappointed in life's battles, made him a great power. 

He did not like what he described as "duty-faith," and he resented 
the advent of C. H. Spurgeon to New Park Street Chapel, styling him 
'· the young man round the corner." 

Paxton Hood p!iints a grim picture of the famous'· Jemmy Wells." 
He describes him as a man·• who would make a mob of bumpkins laugh 
at a village fair; a sort of cheap jack in the pulpit." But Mr. Hood was 
hopelessly mistaken. It was not coarse humour that brought, thousands 
of people to hear James Wells. It was for better reasons that tbe 
streets were lined by greater crowds on the day of hid funeral than they 
were a few weeks before on Thanksgiving Day, when the restorat,ion of 
the Prince of Wales (our present King) to he11lth was commemorated at 
Saint Paul's, and London kept holiday. Three thousand persons were 
crowded into the Surrey Tabernacle at the funeral service, and nearly 
everyone of them wept for the loss of a personal friend.• 

C. H. SPURGEON ON· RELIGION AND POLITICS. 
Ax ANECDOTE AXD A LETTER-HITHERTO UNPUilLl,iHED. 

NOTHING is further from our purpose than to discuss party politics 
in the page3 of this Magazine, o.nd our prayer for our readers is 

that in such matters they will act according to their light, as in tbe fear 
of the living God, ever 1emembering that" the Lord reigneth." 

We, however, do not share the notion of the Plymouth Brethren 
that our" heavenly calling" (Heh. iii. 1) renders it unseemly in us to 
carry out our convictions in quietly votin~ fo1· those whom we deem 
most competent to represent us in the great governing bodies and 
councils of our country, but that it rather imposes on us the obligntion 
to "quit us like men" on till critical occasions. 

This was the view of C. H. Spurgeon, who till 189:, was the con
sist£:nt adherent of the policy of that great staternan, W. J<:. Gladstone. 

He was once late at 11n important meeting or o. religious charnct,r, bnt 
excused himself on the grnnnd that he bad been voting tit a Ptirlia
meatery Election which wns held thAt dn.y. Fnr rhis he was rehnked 

• This generous e.nd to e. great extent just estime.te of one of the gree.test of 
God's ministers, e.ppee.ring e.s it does thirty1three yee.rs e.fter his dee.th, will, we 
believe, interest many. In his life.time me.ny ridiculed and not a few reviled 
him. That so much in his favour could be advanced in e. History of the entire 
Baptist Denomination is no small testimony to his sterling worth. • 

Edwin Paxton Hood we knew and esteemed. According to his light, ho was 
faithful to the true doctrine of the Cross wherein is salve.tion. lie, however, 
we.s at times smart and slashing in e. we.y that his better judgment could not 
he.ve oommendAd. Tho above-quoted sentence is neither in his" Lamps of tho 
Temple" nor in his article on Ja.mes Wells in his own mage.zine, The Preacher's 
Lantern, for 1872. In the latter, he is perhaps unduly severe, but hy no moe.ns 
une.pprecie.tivo of the ree.l power, which he does not fa.ii to e.cknowledgo. 
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by a minister who, as it afterwards transpired, had far more religion at 
his tongue's end than be manifested in his life. This brief dialogue, as 
Mr. Spurgeon himself told us in 1885, occurred :-

Rev. --: " 0, brother Spargeon, I'm sorry, very sorry. Christians 
as you should know, have nothing to do with the world. Besides, w~ 
are enjoined to' crucify the old man,' are we not ? " 

C. H. S. : " I am not so sure of the truth of your first remark. 
We are told that we are 'the salt of the earth ' and the ' light of the 
world,' and salt preserves by permeating, and light illuminate~ by 
shining forth into darkness. Tnis does not look as if we had nothing 
to do with the world, but rather that we should seek to leave it better 
than we found it. 

"And as to 'cruoifying the old man,' this is exactly what I have 
heen doing. My old man is a rank Tory, and I have heen voting for 
the Liberal candidates.'' 

In the following letter, written, it will be observed, twelve months 
befori! his withdrawal from the Baptist Union, he expresse~ his con
viction that political questions !!hould not influence the action of a 
religious body. It Wal! in reply to a note from our mutual friend, Mr. 
Rohert Grace, stating that he purposed retiring from what was "fast 
becoming a semi-political club" :-

" DEAR FRIEND,-! think you have done the Baptist Union eminent 
service by leadiag the brethren to leave the present snarl alone. 

" It seems to me that the more completely the meetings of the Union 
keep to religious matters the ::nore of union there will he. 

"When our religious privileges and liberties are in question, we 
must speak out as a body; but other questions had better be reserved 
for another foram, where each man can speak out his mind without 
compromising his brethren. 

" I had made my arrangements before your note reached me, and I 
do not feel able to get up to the meetings. Hold you on to your point; 
but do not quite (quit?) the Council, where you can be so useful. 
Yours truly, C. H. SPURGEON, Westwood, Beulah Hill, Upper Norwood, 
April 26th, 1887." 

So busy bas death been since this date, that this seems like the voice 
of one (to quote Young) belonging to "the years heyond the flood._" 
Yet how timely in a present exigency, might this counsel prove. It 1s 
surely worth laying to heart. 

THE OLD "GLOHY" 8oNG.-I prefer this to the new one. I 
learned it when a child, and its sweetness has never quite left me. I 
first read it in a little book given me by my aunt, Mrs.J. C. Westbrook, 
the authoress, in 1848 :-

" I'm gle.d I ever se.w the de.y
Singing v,lory, glory, glory-

When first I learned to sing e.nd pre.y 
Of glory, glory, glory. 

'Tie glory's foretaste makes me sing 
Of glory, glory, glory; 

I'll praise my Saviour e.nd my King 
Like those who dwell in glory."-W. J. S. 
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"BE.A.RING Hrs REPROACH" (Heb. xiii. 13) refers (either) to" the 
reproach that was (once) cast on His person, or that which is caRt on our 
persons for His sake. These consist ... I. In a separation from all 
ways of religious worship not appointed by Himself. II. In a relin
quishment of all civil and political privileges which are inconsistent 
with the profession of the Gospel. III. In avowing the wisdom, grace 
and power of God in the cross, notwithstanding the reproaches that are 
cast upon it. IV. In giving up oul'!!elves unto Him in the discharge of 
His whole office towards the Church; and V. In conformity unto Him 
in self-denial and suffering. The sum of all which is that we must 
leave all to go forth unto a crucified Christ.-Tryon's " Owen on the 
Hebrews." 

.ARMINIAN TEXTS.-Thirty-tbree years ago, I was led, when minister 
of Providence Chapel, Islington, to preach from Heb. ii. 3 : "How 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? " When the service 
was over, one of the deacons, Mr. H. A--s, observed in a tone of mild 
reproach, that he rather wondered at my choosing an Arminian text. 
God, as I hope, gave me wisdom to reply that "if my creed precluded 
my preaching from any portion of God's book, the sooner I gave up my 
creed and went in for a whole Bible, the better for all concerned." I 
trust that my younger brethren will preach on all branches of revealed 
truth, and never fear any portion which the Holy Ghost lays on their 
hearts.- W. J. 8. 

"IT is said that there is no such thing as a vacuum in Nature. 
This may be ; but I am sure that there are vacuums in poor distressed 
hearts. These are called into existence by God to make way for Him
self. If he creates an aching void, it is that He may fill it with new 
and unthonght-of blessing.-John Hazelton. 

A TREACHEROUS ME::.IORY,-" Twenty years since, I heard 11 

profane jest, and sLill remember it. How many pious passages of far 
later date have I forgotten. My soul seems like a filthy pond, wherein 
fish die soon, but frogs live long. Lord, raze this profane jest out of 
my memory."-Thomas Fuller. 

"THE law was given by Moses," and the Old Testament, in which it 
is recorded, concludes with a threat and "a curse" (Malachi iv. ti). 
•• Grace and truth ea.me by .Jesus Chriqt," and the New Testament, in 
which grace is promised and truth exhibited, concludes with a benedic
tion (Rev. xxii. 21).-Rufus. 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

The Story of the English Ba,ptists, re
lated by J.C. Carlile. J. Clarke and 
Co., 13 and 14, Fleet Street. 3s. 6d., 
net. 

Tme comely volume of 316 pages is o. 
laudable attempt to present the history 
of our Denomination, from the Refor
mation to the present time, in a popu
lar and portable form. It was a task 
of no small difficulty, necessitating 
much dillgenoe in the collection of 

materials and much wisdom In arrang
ing them. What was of secondary 
importance had to be subordinated, 
and due prominence to be acoorded 
to all momentoua faots and events. 
Loyalty to Baptist principles w&s pare.
mount, while undue partiality for any 
one of the sections into which thc 
Denomination is divided had to be 
a.voided. 

Our author Is to be oongratulated on 
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having produced a. rea.da.ble, and, to a 
great extent, a reliable book. His En
glish is good. He tells his long story 
in an interesting manner, and a.t times 
becomes really eloquent a.s he recounts 
the sayings and doings of the worthies 
of the olden time. 

• Writers ; a.nd the chief a.uthors 
whose productions be.ve affected the 
course and current of our denomina
tional history-ma.tters which claimed 
e.t least some record. 

The list of books which •• cover most 
of the ground in Baptist history" is' 
exceedingly incomplete. " The Bunhill 
Memorials" of J. Andrews Jones; J. 
Adshee.d's" Progress of Religious Senti
ment"; Orchard's "Foreign Baptiste"• 
a.nd the most full and interesting live~ 
of R. Hall e.nd Andrew Fuller, by J. W. 
Morris, to mention no others, should 
indisputa.bly, have been included, ' 

The Index is also very defective, and 
is disfigured by blunders like " Annie,'· 
for Anne Steele, e.nd " Daniel," for 
Dan Taylor, Andrew Fuller's illustrious 
opponent. 

The last two chapters. which dee.I 
with living persons, are, to our mind. 
most objectionable. To commend the 
godly dead on whose whole ea.rears a 
complete judgment ce.n be pa.seed, is due 
to the memory of the just, but -

" ecilicet ultimo. eemper 
Expecta.nda. dies homini est ; dicique 

bea.tus 
Ante obitum nemo, supreme.qua funera 

debet.'' 
Mr. Carlile ahould have remembered 

that the name of one gentleman who 
bulked la.rge at Denomine.tione.l meet
ings less the,n twenty yee,rs since, is 
now, for prudential reasons, never men
tioned, and ba.ve deferred his rather 
fulsome commendations of some great 
men whom he mentions, till Time he,d 
given lasting attestation to their pre
sent reputations. "Nemo felix e,nt~ 
mortem" is a. motto which no judicious 
historian should despise. 

That such a work should have imper
f1Jctions was inevitable. More regard 
was, for instance, needed to the rules 
of literary proportion and perspective. 
The chapter on Continental Baptists 
is too long for a work professedly de
voted to the history of the Denomina
tion in England. Overmuch space is 
allotted to trivial a.nd irrelevant inci
dents, such as Fa.wcett's revoked resig
nation of his charge at Wainsga.te 
(p. 212) ; the burial of the sham coffin by 
Knibb on July 31st, 1838 (p. 208); or 
the particulars of the enthusiastic 
meeting of the Baptist Union in April, 
1903, when the succees of the " twen
tieth century" scheme wa.s announced. 
On the other hand, matters of fa.r 
higher moment a.re skimped or wholly 
passed over. Gill's famous '"Commen
tary" is not mentioned. J. H. Hinton's 
"Atha.na.sia. "-a. ma.sterly defence of 
human immortality, a.nd the only one 
of bis works of present interest a.nd 
value-is also unnoticed. To the " but
ton controversy," which concerned none 
but a few crotcbetty Christia.ns, nearly a 
page is devoted ; while the momentous 
contention - between Andrew Fuller 
on the one hand, a.nd some of the great
est of our theologians on the other-is 
oeva.lierly referred to, a.a if ~his great 
divine carried the whole Pa.rt1cule.r sec
tion of the Denomination with him, 
which we.s fe.r from the case. An extra.ot 
from the record of the Church at Tun
bridge Wells is e:iven twice in the self
same words (pp. 63 & 108). To _the Co!1- Primitive Traits in ReUgious Revivals: 
fession of the seven Churohes, issued m e. l:ltudy in Mente.I e.nd Social Evolu-
1644, "for purposes of information tion, by F. Morgan Davenport, Pro-
only," more than two pa&es a.re de- fessor in Sociology at Hamilton 
voted; while on the ·• Part1cula.r Ba.p- College. London : Me.cMille.n o.ad 
tist Confession of Fa.itb,'' of 1689, and Co., Ltd. Price 6e. 6d. net. 
the" Baptist Catechism with Proofs," PSYCHOLOGY is the science which aims 
of 1693, a.nd their relation to the ·• Con- a.t clo.seifying end ano.lysing the pheno
fession of Faith" a.nd the " Smaller mena, or the varying states, of the humen 
Catechism" issued by the Westminster mind or soul. In this thoughtfnl book 
Assembly, on which they are based, no it is applied to the investigation of the 
account is given-though these were records of some widely-known religious 
accounted standard declarations of our revivals, with tbe objeot of explaining 
principles by C. H. Spurgeon, and re- wha.t occurred by principles a.dmitted 
published by him a.a such. by a.II close a.ad careful students of 

A little judicious compression and this somewhat occult bro.nob of mental 
the omission of e. few occurrenoes of philosophy, So much is, however, here 
secondary importance would have a.I- pre-supposed of which we e.re wholly 
lowed space for such s~bjecte e.e t~e ignorant, and _so many books are re
regiuin donuin; the Partwular Baptist ferred to of which we he.d never ev_en 
Fund; Baptist Poets a.nd Hymn I heard, that we ourself are utterly Ill-
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competent to give an opinion on whnt 
is doubtless a-thoughtful and exhaustive 
treatise. 

We are assured that the essential and 
mo@t gracious operations of the Holy 
Spirit upon the immortal mind of an 
elect and redeemed sinner are in perfect 
harmony with the laws of the mind which 
He deigns to effect, and that ignorance 
of its natural constitution might lead to 
serious misapprehension of the genuine
ness or otherwise of tbe religion of those 
who may be supposed to be affected by 
Divine influence when a Revival is in 
progress, 

When our beloved brother, E. Mit
chell, was ordained at Guildford, many 
years since, his pastor, Israel Atkinson,. 
couns 3lled him to let bis ministry tie 
pneumatical rather than psychical: and 
the advice was good. The power to 
appeal to the emotional in human 
nature, when duly subordinated, is, how
ever, a valuable adjunct to p11lpit power 
-as witness the singu Jar ability of our 
late brother William Kern, of Ipswioh, 
to sway the feelings of his auditors
almost at will. 

We feel that this book brings us to 
the fringe of a great subject; though in
competent our self to deal with it, Will 
one of our brethren, who has the ability 
wbioh we honestly confess we di> not 
possess, borrow our copy of tb e work 
and favour our readers with II paper on 
the question. 

Memoir, Letters, and other Writings of 
the late D. Allen, minister of the Par
tioular Baptist Chapel, Castlereagh 
Street, Sydney, with portrait. By his 
sucoessor, F. Beede!. London: Fnrn
combe, 30, Imperial Buildings, Lud
gate Oircus, E.O. Cloth, gilt sides, 
4s., postage 4d. 

IT is generally known that the prinoiples 
of the Striot and Particular Baptista 

were introduced into Australia by the 
late Jobn Banyan M'r:ure, and that the 
work, after his final return to Er.gland, 
was, through God's manifest blessing, 
successfully carried on by the sut>ject of 
this biography. The author, our brother 
Beede!, who to some extent fills bis 
place in Sydney, loved him tenderly as 
11 '' father in Israel "; and after his 
death, prepared this important memoir 
with almost filial affection. It will 
interest many wbo dwell in what our 
brethren in the antipodes style "the dear 
old mother-country." Suffolk readers 
will enjoy it; for this good ma11 hailed 
from the county which, in common with 
the editor, they love so well. Those to 
whom the records of pioneer work and 
the progress of the cause of God in un
promising loealities are of interest, will 
likewise follow thie story of a brave life 
with avidity. Perhaps, 1:.owever, its 
chief value lies in its faithful portrayal 
of the character of a holy and de'l"oted 
se" ant of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It does not recount a work of grace so 
deep and diversified a~ Huntington'e, 
nor has it the romantic interest of the 
life of Oncken, of Hamburgh. Tbe 
author is too honest to "dress-up" 
common-place incidents. He does not 
swell bis pages with highly-coloured 
descriptions nnd tbe flattering modern 
" appreciations '' which our very soul 
abominates. It is a plain record of the 
life, experience, and labours of an honest 
and transparent man ; and it, perueal 
will, with God's blessing, set up a little 
of the inner heart-glow wl,ich is so 
precious to the tried and exercised mem
bers of God's living family. To thP.se 
especially we commend it as a valullble 
addition to the library of a obapel or 
Sunday-school connected with a cause of 
truth. It should have had our common
dation long ere this, had we before 
known that it is obtainable in London. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

STRIOT BA.PTISl' OHAPEL, 
BEXLEY. 

F O U N D A T I O N S T O N E L A Y I N G. 

Foa m1U1y years adherents of the Strict 
Baptist community in Bexley have felt 
tbe need for inoreased aooommodation, 
both in Ohurch and Sohool work, and, 
after giving muoh attention to the most 
economical way of supplying the ext-ra 

.room, it was decided to oonetruct a new 
b11i!ding altogether. The present strnc• 

ture, from a hygienio point of view, 
waM thronged beyond its proper oapa
city, its seating accommodation being 
arranged to hold more ~han is usually 
allowed. A freehold site at tbe junction 
of Albert-road and Bourne-road was 
purchased from the Oxford University 
at a cost of £250, and Mr. J. Joh neon, 
A.R.I.B.A., was ohosen to draw up plane 
and Kive a rough estimate of the outlay. 
This oame out at £2,660, but it was con
sidered too high a figure, and was in 
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ooneeq uenoe abandoned. The committee 
then asked for power to formulate a 
scheme which would not involve a 
l{rea~r expenditure than £2,000. At 
firet 1t was saggnted that an iron build
ing might have been erected, but this 
the Univer9ity authorities declined to 
allow,on the ground that it would onlv 
be e. temporary structure. Eventually· 
the architect prepared plans of a perma
nent, subPto.ntid and plain character 
which were ultimately agreed upon. ' 

On September 24th, 1904, fine.I in
struc~ions were 11iven to the architect, 
and m Ootober fresh plans were in
spected, approved and signed, and the 
architect authorised tJ prooeed to draw 
up specifications on April 14th, 1905 .. 
These were received nnd approved, and 
the architect instructed to prepare bills 
ol'. qaantitiPs and give oat same to 
tender. On May 24th, 190\ tenders were 
received and opened by the committee, 
the lowest out of eleven being £2,127. 
As this was £127 more than the author
i•ed expenditure, it was considered 
neceR~ary to bring the matter before 
the Church, with the recommendation 
that it be e.ccepted reduced to £2,000. 
This wne finally agreed to, with the 
ex prePse!I hope that it won Id be reduced 
to as much as possible below :£2.000; 
and in the end the whole scheme, with 
th" purchase of the land enclosing 
same, architect•~ feeP, legal expensee, 
&c., was rednced tn the estimated snm 
of about £2 311. Towards thi~ amount 
:£617 10,, 6d. bas been collected in over 
3,000 paymente, ro.nging from ld. to 
:£50. There WBE aloo a valuable asset in 
the old chapel, which, when realised 
and added to the sum raised, will, it is 
hoped, materially reduce this to an in
formidable amount. 

The proceedings in connection with 
the ceremony of laying the foundation 
stone Ppread over Sunday and Monday, 
Aug. 6th and 7th. Bpeoial services were 
held in the old chapel on the former day 
and on Monday morning, when sermons 
were praached by Mr. B. ,l'. Northfield. 
A luncheon was also provided on Mon
day in a marquee in the grounds at 
Parkhurst, the residence of Mr. John 
Piggott, L.C.C., and, following thie, the 
ceremony of Ju.yin~ the stone took 
place. '!'he site which the building is 
to occupy was completely filled by 
members and friends. Fortunately the 
weather. aJtbongh somewhat threaten
ing, held out fine throughout the after
noon, o.nd occasionally the sun bright
ened up the surroundinga. 

Mr. A. H. Pounds (pastor) presided, 
and was tiapported by Mr. J. Piggott, 
Mr. B J. Northfield, Mr. F. J. Ling
good (deacon), Mr. J. R. Debnam, Mr. 
U. Guy, Mr. J.P. Wile~, M.A, Mr. I. C. 
,Johnson, J.P.. Mr. 1'hom1LR Green, 
Councillor A. J. Fr•okliu, Mr, F. T, 
Newman, Mr. Faulkner, &c. 

. T~e proceeding~ opened with the 
smg1ng of "On wmgs of faith mount 
up, my soul, and rise." Mr. Debnam 
read a portion of Soripture, and Mr 
Guy asked a blessing on the ceremony· 
'·AwakC', my soul," having been sung • 

The pastor explained the objeot of the 
gathering that day, which was to lay 
the foundation stone of a new Striot 
Baptist chapel and school. Taking 8 
br!ef retrospect of the past, Mr. Pounds 
said. that, personally, he had been 
looking for~ard to su!)h an occasion e,s 
that, aod 1t was with a feeling of 
gratitude to Almighty God that He had 
graciously enabled them to accomplish 
what they had. The present was 8 
cheerful one for them, as the Lord was 
stil~ blessing them as a Ohnrch, for 
which they were grateful, and he 
looked. forward to the future with 
faith and hope. Hope buoyed them up 
and with those three views of the past' 
present, and that which was to come' 
they could say, "Hitherto ha.th th~ 
Lord helped us; we desire to go for
ward." With regard to the report to 
be laid. befor1: them by the Secretary, 
the various points would be manifest to 
them, and he asked all to bear in mind 
the n~c;essity for aesistlog in the good 
work 1n prog_ress. 

Mr. F. 'f. Newman, hon. reoretary to 
the Building Oommittee, read the 
Report, a portion of which is quoted 
above, and whiob also set ont in detail 
the many obstacles that had to be eo
coantered in carrying on the work of 
the chapel and Sundav-school~. He 
added that be was glad to see ao m1my 
friends present, as it was & great en
couragement to the committee. He 
should, like to call attention to a clauAe 
\n the Report respeotin~ an iron build
mg. It was found the University would 
not allow them to put up one, as it 
would only be oonsidered of a temporary 
charauter. He felt tha.t was of God. for 
whilst they were enjoying wbo.t had 
Ileen handed down to them from their 
predecessors, they should also provide 
for the future. When that buildiDI!' wa.s 
finished, which he hoped would be 
about November next, he trusted all 
present would be there again. 

The pastor, in asking Mr. Piggott to 
lay the foundation Atone, said it had 
been presented by Mr. Martin. Mr. 
Poun1s added that he was delighted to 
find that Mr. Piggott had bfen spared 
and restored to health sufficient to 
ennble him to be pres~nt that day. On 
one condition only did he con~ent to 
perform the ceremony that day-and to 
that the Building Committee readily 
agreed-that his name should not ap· 
pear on the stone. 

Mr. John Piggott, who addreRsed his 
friends ae "believers ,md unbelievers," 
B&id there had bei,n foundation etone
laying in connecLivn with schoo!B, 
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polyteohnioe, hospital~ and lnnatio 
.asylums, and, although they were 
buildings of importanoe, they had to 
do witl:i this life, whilst those present 
had n:.et that day to lay the foundation 
stone of a honee for the worship of God. 
There were those people who said there 
wae no Ood, but who believed in a 
Supreme . Being beoanee of the world 
they eaw around them. Then they laid 
tbat etone to that Supreme Being. 
Othere said they had yet to find the 
Great Firet Cause. They met there to 
lay the foundation etone of a house in 
whioh to worship the Great First 
Cause. Thie was no new thing. The 
Atheni~ns erected an alto.r to the 
unknown God. There were boys and 
girls in that orowd who knew the 
unknown God, and they plaoed that 
stone to Him. lo arranging for that 
ceremony, the first part of the ineorip
tion read, "To the honour and glory of 
God.'' When Noah oame out of the ark 
he built an altar to the Lord, and here 
they were, after many thousands of 
yeara, building a house unto the same 
God. What a connecting link was that 
between the past and the present I 
Whilst everything was changed, and 
generatiou after generation coming and 
going, they had the same God, the same 
Triune God. U He were a God of 
passion, pride or prejudice, He woul<l 
consider what sort of house they were 
proposing to put up. That would cost 
about :£2,500, and a friend of his in the 
city had ttlken the trouble to estimate 
the ooat of Solomon's temple, wbioh be 
worked out at :£980,637,700. But what 
they were doing tho.t day would be as 
aooeptable to Him as was Solomon's 
temple, providing the motive was pure. 
That was the God they were anxious to 
worship and to serve. They must always 
remember that it was not necesaBry to 
speak with God in a temple made with 
man's hands. By and through wbatJesus 
had done, they oonld worship Him 
anywhere and everywhere, and the more 
they did so the nearer they would be to 
the kingdom of heaven. lo a ohuroh 
ritual he found that the stone was to 
be laid by a bishop or some person 
appointed by him, who should appear 
in full oanonioals and sprinkle the 
stone with holy water. He was neither 
a bishop, nor wae he delegated by a 
bishop to lay that stone, and he might 
be told he wae not a fit and proper 
person for so serione a function. He 
oould honestly say that apart from the 
righteonaneee of Cbri@t there wae no 
man, woman or child in that great 
assembly lees fttterl than himself. (fod 
did not look on a bishop aa a bishop, but 
ae a man, and every man, woman and 
child should he able to worship God 
according to their own hearts and con
eoiencee. A friend of his had told him 
that a certain clergyman had said to 
Spurgeon, "As John Jones, I oan say, 

'God ble~s yon,' but as an ordained 
priest of tbo Church of England 
I mast stamp ont di~aent." The Strict 
Baptists hMI no such desire with 
regard to other denominations. All they 
contended w .. s that their simple ritual, 
ao far as the Lord's Supper and bap
tism by immersion went. was tbe 
nearest to Bible order. With regard 
to no name being on tbe stone, he had 
more than once been a~k ed to 1•erform 
a similar ceremony, but said he could 
not do so if his name wae upon the 
stone. His reason for tnis was that in 
one case he had seen a obapel adorned 
with fourteen foundation ~tones, and in 
eeveral other cases the buildings looked 
like advertisement hoardings; whilst 
in another instance they proceeded on 
commercial lines, a person being allowed 
to lay a stone in his or her own name of 
a size according to the contribution. 
It might not have their sympathy, 
but to him the service and worahip or 
God was a solemn matter, and his feel
ingd were expressed in the words :-

" Who builds a cburch to Gou and not to 
fame. 

Will never stain the marble witb bis 
name.'' 

Proceeding, Mr. Piggott pointed out 
that Christ was the obi~f corner-stone of 
His Cburoh, o.nd he hoped that many 
present were living atones of His 
spiritual building-a building not made 
with hands, eternal in tht1 heavens. 
He spoke thus beoauee he was sorry for 
those who were outeide the Church, o.nd 
for those inside who did what they 
could to belittle God's Word. Only a 
few weeks since a meeting of Unit11rians 
expressed sincere gro.ti tude to those 
who had dealt with what was known 
as the higher oritioiam of the Ilible. 
Higher oritioiam, as far as he understood 
it, was not to sea.rob for truth, but to 
create uncertainty, and to doubt the 
credibility as to the authorship, history, 
and miraoled of the Bible, and to deny 
the Godhead of the Lord Jesus Chridt. 
He would o.sk all those who had such 
thoughts to consider the words of Jesus 
when He said:-" He that rejeoteth Me, 
and reoeiveth not My words. ho.th One 
tbat judg11th him; the Word that 
I have spoken, the same shall judge 
him in the last day." Speaking to 
tboRe preachers of the Gospel pre
sent, he rnmetimee thought their 
mimstere did not quite realide that in 
all assemblies there were believera 1md 
unbelievers. There were tone of thou
sands who disbelieved in Obrist, and to 
whom Obrist was a stumbling stone 
and rook of offence, and it was well on 
suoh occasions not to forget that when 
they were preaching. Sometimes the 
aermon ooneisted of little bite of all 
e~rts, aud that we.a called preachio". 
The house they were about to erect was 
one in which Obrist was to be preached, 
and Him crucified. All that they might 
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say would be as nothing unless the 
Holy Spirit of God made use of it; and 
they realised that they wore quite help
less, as all they ha.d done would come to 
nothing unless the blessing of God 
rested upon it. The Scriptures stood 
to-day because they were spoken by 
men as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. He wanted to feel that God he.d 
ha.d a hand in that service. and that 
building that, they were simply the 
instruments of His hand, and their 
prayer and concern should be that 
when that house was finished it 
should be to the honour and glory of 
God (applame). 

The ceremony of laying the founda
tion stone was then proceeded with, Mrs. 
Newman presenting Mr. Piggott with a 
solid silver trowel on behalf of the 
Building Committee. Subsequently 
Mr. Newman read out a long list of 
donations received on behalf of the 
Building Fund, and purses containing 
many large and small sums were placed 
on the stone by both adults and chil
dren, Mr. Piggott leading off with 
£124 15s. 6d. from various sources, 
including a cheque from Mrs. Pig1tott 
and himself. The total amount received 
from this source was nearly £300. 

Short addresses followed from Messrs. 
E. White, J. P. Wiles, M.A., and J. 
Jarvis. 

Following the ceremony an adjourn
ment took place to a meadow attached 
to Parkhurst, the residence of Mr. 
Piggott, where tea. was partaken of t,y 
severe.I hundred persons, and in the 
evening a service was held at the ea.me 
spot, when the sermon was j?iven by 
Mr. J. P. Wiles, M.A.-Be:rley Observer. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).-Services to com
memorate the pa.stor's 14th annivers11,ry 
were held on Monday, August 7th. The 
sermon in the afternoon by the highly
esteemed pa.stor of La.xfield, brother 
Ward, was very precious and found e.n 
echo in many hearts. A well-attended 
public meeting followed the tea, over 
whioh our beloved pastor, Mr. Bardens, 
presided, and was supported on the 
platform by brethren Ranson (of 
Somersbam), Cordle (of Chelmondis
ton), Ling and Witton. After sing}ng 
"Kindred in Christ," and reading, 
brother Turner (of Harwich) led us to 
the throne of grace. The Church 
secretary (brother Be.ldwin), after ex
pressing gre.titude to God for His good
ness to pastor and Church in preserving 
us together in love, peace and unity, 
gave e. brief statement, which showed 
that during the fourteen years, fifty
eight had been added by baptism, forty
three by transfer-total increase 101; 
lost by death forty-seven, transferred 
twenr,y-seven. other causes twenty-six; 
present 11umber of members 105. In 
addition to excellent addresses by the 

brethren named, brethren G. Wright 
and N. Howe also added a few words, 
and the meeting, whioh throughout 
had been of a very· eympathetio and 
sacred oharaoter, was brouir;ht to a close 
in the usual way.-H. B. 

RUSHDEN.--On Saturday evening, 
July 22nd, a euoceseful pionio was 
carried out in connection with the Zion 
Baptist Chapel. Through the kind in
vite.ti ,n of Mr. and Mrs. Hale, the 
friende journeyed by various methods 
to Ditchford Mill. Here tea was served 
in a field by a tea committee connected 
with the chapel, and over 100 eat down 
to an enjoyable meal. After tea a ser
vice was conducted by Mr. A. B. Hall, 
of Little Staughton, who at the close 
voiced the hearty thanks of all to Mr. 
and Mrs. Hale for the welcome accorded 
them. Ge.mes of various kinds, inolud
ing cricket, football, and fishing, were 
heartily ta.ken UP,, and a very pleasant 
time we.~ spent. The prooeede, in aid of 
the Building Fund, were over £3. 

HADLEIGH. - The chapel having 
been olosed for a few month•, arrange
ments were made by the Trustees and 
those concerned with the Suffolk and 
Norfolk Association of Be.ptiet 
Churches that the latter should take 
over the ohapel and use it as a mission 
station, and on Wednesday the re-open
ing services were held. ln the after
noon, pastor H. T. Chilvers, of Ii,swioh, 
preac bed an excellent sermon from Ha_b. 
ii. 20. A public meeting was held in 
the evening, presided over by Mr, W. 
Ling, of Ipswich, when addresses were 
delivered by Pastors W. F. Edgerton (of 
Rattleeden), F. J. Hardant (of We.t
tisham), W. H. Ranson (of Somereham), 
and H. T. Chilvers (of lpswioh), to good 
congregations. In the interval between 
the servioes a.bout 60 partook of tea. 

PONDERS END (EDEN CHAPEL).
Spiritually refreshing and helpful se~
vioes in oonnection with the 14th 11,nn1-
versary of the opening of the chapel 
were held on Wednesday, July 26th. In 
the afternoon our esteemed brother 
Mitchell delivered an able disoouree 
upon the believer's justification an_d 
salvation, founded on Rom. v. 9. Thie 
was well reoeived, being music to our 
ears. A goodly oompany of fri~nde eat 
down to tea. The evening meeting "!'as 
presided over by the pastor, C. Hew1:, 
wbo read Psalm xlvi. Brother • 
P .. llett, junr., of Waltham Abbey, led 
us to the throne in supplication. _T~e 
pastor delivered a brief address remmud 
cent of God's c11,re and goodness to".17~r 
the Cause, also of its present oo~d1t10

11 and future prospeotR. B_rother. M1tohe d 
followed with a et1mulat1ng an f 
enoouraging exposition of the "!'ords °u 
our dear Master, "Lo, I am with yo 
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u.lwu.y even unto the end of the world." 
This deliveru.noe wu.e eepecie.lly cheer
ing and invigorating to onr bee.rte, 
reminding na so vividly of the various 
ways and sea.sons by which o.nd in 
which the precious Redeemer me.nifeata 
Himself unfe.ilingly to us. Brethren 
Gull, Nu.eh, and Se.ndell gave words of 
sympathetic and affectionate counsel, 
by which onr bee.rte were strengthened 
and solaced. Dear friends in Christ 
were present, to wish us well in the 
Nu.me of the Lord, from Wu.lthe.m 
Abbey, Winchmore Hill, Tottenhe.m, 
and other localities, whom may the 
Lord repay for their expredeiona of 
kiodnesa. Colleotiona small but help
ful and gre.tefnlly recdved, - C. 
HEWITT, 

SAXMUNDHAM.-On Sunday, July 
30th, the second u.nniver~a.ry of the 
re-opening of the Baptist Sonday-school 
we.s celebrated. P11stor H. D. Tooke 
(Loweetol t) preached morning and 
afternoon, and gave a. brief address in 
the evening. In the morning and after
noon the chapel was filled, and io the 
evening it was crowded. Special hymns 
were sung by an augmented choir, t!ie 
ob1ldren having been trained by Mr. 
and Mrs. Se.va.ge, who presided at the 
orge.n. The evening service was given 
to the soholars, and the esteemed 
superintendent (Mr. B. Cooper) had 
te.ught the children some excellent 
recitations and dialogues. These were 
rendered with good te.ste. The collec
tions throughout the de.y were good and 
ree.lised, with the es.le of the bymn
sheeta, :£3 2a. 6¾d. Mr. J. K. Cle.pbam 
(Ipswich) offered devotional exerciees 
in the eveniug, and at the close of the 
service Mr. Ucoper thanked all the 
friends for their presence and kiudnes•. 
'fhe po.star (W. H. Berry) was kept busy 
e.11 d,~y with arranging details. 

In India to,day there e.re claEaes answer
ing to thoeeof which Paul wrote. There 
fa the rich, learned, and cultured 
Bre.hmin, and there is the poor, 
i~norant, and downtrodden pariah. 
Both alike need the Gospel, and we e.re 
under an obligation to eend it to them. 
In the:arternoon the children in the 
Sunday-school were greatly interested 
by an addresR given by brother Booth, 
and by the Hindoo gods, &c., which he 
showed them. The text in the evening 
wo.s J obn iii. 16. The preacher spoke 
of (1) The Love of God. God loved tbe 
world. He loved man irrespective of 
ro.ce and colour. (2) The Gift of God. 
God bas revealed His love to ns in the 
gift of His Son. God ge.ve Hie best. His 
eque.l, Himself; for God was in Cnrist 
reconciling the world unto Himself. 
(3) The Ple.n of God. "The.t whosoever 
believeth in Him," Faith and ee.lvation 
a.re inseparably joined, whosoever trusts 
in, comes to, believes in Christ is sa.re. 
(4) The Purpose of God-" Shon Id not 
perish, but have everlasting life." There 
is nothing in other religions a.bout a 
God of love. Hindoos know nothing of 
a. Saviour. They believe in salvation by 
works. They try to emancipate their 
own sonla. It is our duty to Rend a.nd 
tell them of their error and of the c>nly 
way of salvation, which God Himself 
be.a provided. Collections in a.id of the 
Strict Be.ptist Mission were ta.ken after 
each eer vioe. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
-The eighth e.nniversary or the Tract 
Society we.a held on Tburede.y evening, 
July 13th. A f,ieling of sadness per
vo.ded the meeting on account of 
brother De.nn ( who we.a to he.ve t ,ken 
the chair) being unable through con
tinued ill-bee.Ith to be presente.nd ahoof 
our dee.r sister, Mias Le.wF, the honoured 
secreto.ry, who is h,id o.aide m St. 
Bartholomew 'd Hospite.l. But brother 

BRENTFORD.-The services on Sun- l<'owler kindly took the ohe.ir, and ree.d 
day, July 23rd, were oondnoted by our for our oomfort John xv.1-lG. Brother 
brother, Missionary E. A. Booth. In Crampin offered pre.yer for God's ble•e
the morning he prea.cbed on the text, ings on the meeting, especially remem
" I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to bering our sister, Mi.a Le.we, e.nd 
the barbarians; both to the wide, and brotner D.i,nn: may the united prayers 
to the unwise" (Rom. i. H). Tbe debt which were offored on their behalf be 
which Paul owed was not on account of speerlily answered. The report of the 
anything which men had done for him, yeu'a work ree.d, ahowed tbo.t o.fter 
but on account of whe.t God had done 3,000 magazines had been distributed 
f~r him. God had given him light and there wa.a still a. small balance in bund. 
liberty, and be realised his obligation Although there are no f,?reo.t result~ to 
to do as much a.e in him was to preach record, yet many have testified to the 
the Goepel as extenaively a.a poes1ble, so pleasure found 1n reading the tracts, 
~hat others might enjoy similar bless- and a.re ree.dy to enter into conversation. 
tngs to those he blMi himself received. May the seed thus sown bring forth 
Those of ua who have received light fruit to the honour e.nd glory of God. 
and liberty are thereby laid under an It we.a proposed and une.nimou•ly 
obligation to our fellow men. Pe.ul ce.rried the.t letters of eympe.thy be sent 
acknowledged himself to be 1n debt to from this meeting to our si•ter, Miss 
all me.nkind from the cultured Greek Le.ws, and brother Dann, in their e.fllic
to the rude 'oe.rbanan; from the most tione. Our Cbairm~n spoke a. . ]'.ew 
learned to the moat illiterate of men. I words from Me.rk xvi. 15-20, not1c1ng 
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the speaker giving the command to" Go 
forth "-the place or service being the 
world-to every oreature. The subject, 
the Word of God; the Lord working 
with them. We must plant, but God 
must give the increase. Brother 
Andrews spoke well from Ps!lolm xliii. 
3: the prayer of D.1vid that God would 
send out His light and truth. First, the 
Gospel a. light; second, the Author, 
our Lord, who is the true light. It 
J esns ie taken from the Gospel, the light 
is ta.ken away. The entrance of the 
Word gives light; we cannot tell how 
many have been brought out of dark• 
ness into light. There is only one 
Gospel, and the light of that Gospel can 
penetrate any darkness, however dense. 
One soweth, another reapeth ; but God 
is the Lord of the harvest. Ocir brother 
exhorted the workers not to be weary 
in well-doing. After the collection was 
taken, which amounted to 16~. 7½1., 
brother Bartlett spoke ably from Matt. 
xiii. 3, " Behold, a sower went forth to 
sow." Christ was the Sower, and He 
has left us an example to follow. There 
were three important things for us to 
consider-First, the seed is all import
ant, for as we sow, so shall we reap ; the 
seed was not to be mixed; the vile and 
the pure must not be mingled together. 
Let the seed we sow be the Word of God. 
Seoondly, the sowing. Thirdly, the 
harvest. They that go forth weeping 
shall doubtless come again rejoicing, 
bringing their sheaves with them. Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. The singing of the Doxology 
brought what we trust was a profita.ble 
and stimulating meeting to a close, 
brother Fowler adding the Benediotion. 
-W.D. 

OLD BAPTIST CHAPEL, GUILD-
FORD. 

ON August 2nd a h,rge number of 
friends responded to the invitation to 
meet our beloved missionary, Mr. E. A. 
Booth, and hear from his lips an 
account of the work in India. The 
entire body of the chapel was packed 
with an expectant and sympathetic 
audience, destined to have its expeota
tions and sympathies expanded and 
deepened by the close of the meeting. 

Promptly at 7.30 the chairman, pastor 
W. Cbienall, announced the hymn, 
"Forward be our watchword," and 
a.fterwards rea<i the Soriptnres; a.fter 
wbich brother H. Brand led the opening 
devotional exercise, ma.king special 
reference to the safe home-coming of 
Mr. and Mrs. Booth. 

The Chairman thereupon made a. few 
introductory remarks, and then ga.ve 
the right ha.nd of welome to our beloved 
missiona.ry, Mr. Booth, on behalf of the 
friends present. 

The address which followro. was one 

that impreRBEd itself deeply upon a.I) 
For upwards of an hour the undivided 
attention of the large congregation was 
rivetted upon the all-absorbing subject 
of the speaker, whose faithful and elo
quent words conveyed a realistio pioture 
of the true state of aft'11oire. While some
times the relation of the humorous side 
(if euoh there is) of heathenism o:c11,. 
sioned & smile, yet the awful tragedy 
which was alwo.ys found to underlie th~ 
humorous, often caused the smile to 
end in teara. A deeper insight iuto rea.l 
heathenism, fresh light on the ea.ate 
system. as well as an aoquainhnoe with 
some of the encouraging features of the 
work, were some of the benefits ga.ined 
by those who listened. It will be a 
matter for surprise it the result of this 
meeting is not a quickened interest 
generally in the work of the Mission 
greater financial help, and possibly--.'. 
why should we not expect it ?-persona.I 
representation in the field a.t some 
future time. 

At the oonolnsinn of the a.ddress 
pastor A. E. Realft' (of Leicester), in a 
few homely but earnest words, ex
pressed the thanks of the meeting for 
the very able address, and the singing 
of " God be with yon till we meet 
a.gain " brought a very happy meeting 
to a close, 

GRAVE 8 END (ZOAB, PEACOCK· 
STREET). -The fifty-ninth anniversary 
of the Church worshipping at Gravesend 
was held on July 25th. At 3.15 the 
pulpit was oooupied by our beloved and 
highly esteemed brother, Mr. Edward 
Mitchell, who entert!loined us very 
blessedly from one of the Psalms. He 
reviewed the grand soheme of redemp
tion from the period when it was first 
proposed in heaven, and led us through 
the ages to that glorions time when all 
the eleotion of grace will be gathered 
home, and the topmost stone be la.id, 
better shown by Doddridge's fa.moue 
hymn,-

" Gre.~o first contrived tile wo.y," 
and 

"Gro.ce all tile work silo.II crown."' 
Truly, it was a sweet and profitable 
hour. At 6.15 the oha.ir was taken by 
the pastor of the Church (Mr. Guy), 
who was supported by Mr. I. C. Johnson 
(senior deaoon), and pastors Edward 
Mitohell, Thomas Jones, James Easter 
and Throssell. The Chairman &polo• 
gised for the absence of their friend, 
Mr. F. T. Newman, who we.s expeoted to 
vreside. He then read Paa. oiii , after 
which our brother Throssell prayedd 
The Chairman then stated how g?o 
the Lord had been to them in keeping 
them together for so many years. Wbo 
oould estimate the greatness or t~e 
work, e.nd how many were now ID 
heaven who were present when the 
Churoh w11os formed I lie then referred 
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to the. sweet sermon of the afternoon1 whioh they bad eo muoh enjoyed, ana 
then introduoed ae the first speaker 
our venerable friend, Mr. Johnson, who 
wae ninety-6.ve years of age, o.nd who 
bad been with them ever since the 
formation of the Church. Mr.Joh neon 
reviewed the period of the last sixty 
yea.re. Mr. E,ster followed, keeping up 
the high keynote which Mr. Johnsou 
he.d etruok, giving us rnme sweet 
thoughts from John i. 36, 37, em
phasizing the worda, "Behold the 
Lamb or God!" Mr. Thomae Jones 
referred to the Jubilee gathering e. few 
years ago, and then gave us eome very 
precious words from lee.. xl. 29, "He 
giveth power to the faint,·• dwelling 
upon two stree.me running parallel
one being the Omnipotence of God, 
and the other the weakness of man. 
It we.a much enjoyed. Mr. Edward 
Mitchell emphasized in a few words 
Matt. xxviii. 20, '' Lo I I am with you 
al way." The meetinl!' termine.ted with 
singing and pre.yer.-D. BUTCHER, 

GREAT GIDDIN'G.-On Sunday, 
August 6th, anniverse.ry services in 
connection with the Sunday-school 
were held, when two very good sermons 
were preached by Mr. J. T. Howard, of 
Marob. The afternoon service was 
conducted by Mr. R. B. Strickson, of 
Stowme.rket, who spoke very earnestly 
to the young people, of which there 
were a good nnmber present. On 
Monde.y tbe e.nnne.l treat and public 
tea was held, to which about 130 eat 
down, friends from Rannde, Onndle, 
and Peterborough being present. A 
meeting was held in the evening, pre
sided over by the enperintendent, Mr. 
Southwell. Good e.ddressee were given 
by Mr. Wilcock (of Oundle), Mr. 
Striokeon, and Mr. Howard. The 
secretary's report was enconraging; so 
were the collection~, which were for 
Sunday-aobool work and chapel ex
penses. We have he.d e. year of bard 
work, as we are without e.n under
shepherd, bat we feel the Lord is with 
ue, blessing our effort•, aud we would 
ascribe all the glory to Hie dee.r Name. 

STEVENAGE (ALBEBT·BTBEET).
Annivereary services in connection with 
the Sunde.y-school e.t the above were 
held on Sunde.y, July 16th, whe11 two 
sermons were pree.ched, and an address 
given in the e.fternoon, by Mr. O. A. 
Freeton (po.star) to good congregations, 
which were e.ttentively listened to and 
greatly appreciated. The collections, 
which were for the fund• of the school, 
Were sliitbtly less the.n la~t year. On 
Wednesday, July 19th, the anneal treat 
was held, the children being taken in 
bre.kes to a meadow, kindly lent by Mr. 
Franklin, Rook's Nest, where a very 
enjoyable time was spent. The weather 

was fine, and we trnst great good may 
result from this social interconrse with 
onr young friends.-J. P. P. 

GLEMSFORD ( EBENEZEB ). -The 
annivaraary of Lhe Sabbath-school was 
held in the above place of worship on 
Lord's day, Joly 9th. The preacher for 
the occasion was Mr. H. D. Tooke, or 
Lowestoft, whose morning text was 
Dan. xii. 3, and in the evening Heh. xi. 
40. In the afternoon an address was 
given to the scholars and teaohera, 
which was very enconraging to e.ll en
ge.ged in the Master's service. The 
congrege.tions were good, and collec
tions between £5 aud £6. Special 
hymns were sung by the scholars, 
assisted by the teachers e.nd singers. 
The annual treat was held on the 
following Wednesday o.t the Pio.ea 
Farm, the residence of the superin
tendent, brother Bigg, who again did 
his best to make tbe eh ildren happy. 
Several friends took tee. with the 
teachers e.nd pastor. At the close, 
thanks were accorded to brotber Bigg
for his continued kindness.-A. M. 

ALDRINGHAM, SUFFOLK. 
ON Joly 12th we held onr pastor's third 
anniverse.ry. Pastor Abner Merling 
preached an able sermon in the after
noon from Gen. xlix. 24 to a. good 
congregation. Aftea tea a pnblic meet
ing we.a held, over which Mr. l\loss 
admirably presided. The feature of 
the evening was the presence of the 
Vice.r (Mr. C. ll. Makepeo.oe), who gave 
an interesting eketch of his life and 
ministry-the love for the souls of his 
fellows seems the predomino.nt motive 
or his life-work. He was very ho.ppy 
to be there. Although 11, member of 
the Oburch of England he claimed e.11 
"kindred in Obrist" as brethren. He 
preferred the genuine heart rather than 
e. ne.me to live, and wherever believers 
worshipped he was one with them, 
Refernng to the ministry he said that 
no real success oould be expected unless 
the pure Gospel was preached in love, 
and the Holy Spirit relied on to blesA 
the preaching. But pren,ching was not 
a.II; the fervent prayers of the people 
were essential to a ~uccessrul ministry. 
He was glad we had decided to re-build, 
rather than renovate, the cbo.pel. "As 
e. Pa.rticule.r Baptist Church I hn,ve e. 
po.rticular love for you," was the con
cluding sentence of e. brotherly and 
sympathetic e.ddress. 

Pastor W, H. Berry spoke from Ezek. 
xxxiii. 32. Some, e9,sy to please, bear 
with plea.sure w;thout profit: others, 
convicted sinners, hear with profit 
without plea,ure; o.nd others, forgiven 
sinners, get botli_pleosnre and profit. 

Pastor H. D. Tooke took as bis text 
John xi." 40, Jnst like Jesus I How 
kind-nothing harsh; but just the 
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reminder ol a promise He had previously 
made. To believe when you oannot see 
is. naturally, impossible, bot Jesus told 
Mary to do so. 

Pa.stor A. Morling, in the few minutes 
at his disposal, said he thought it a 
wonder that he himself had preached 
in the chapel where he Wi>8 once a 
troublesome lad, and now his son was 
telling out the old story, for which he 
doubly thanked God. 

Pa.stor H. M. Morling briefly thanked 
the Chairman and all the friends for 
their sy mpatby and help. Collections, 
£6 6,. J. 

[The friends here are selling postcards of 
Chapel for the benefit of their Rebuilding 
Fund. Any qnantity sent free, at One Penny 
each, by the secretary, Mr. Israel Nichols 
Cold fair Green, Saxmundham.] ' 

IRCHESTER.-From this village, in 
past days, friends used to come to 
Soccotb, Roshden. Some of these are 
now aged, and cannot make the journey 
as in former days, and the friends at 
Succoth have for some time oontem
plateJ holding service• in lrchester. 
About two months ago a room was 
secnreel, and services have been con
ducted each Wednesday by Mr. Roe 
(pastor at Succoth) and others, the 
meetingA being well attended. On 
Wednesday, the 9th, special Aervioes 
were held. In the afternoon Mr. Roe 
preached in the open-air, after which 
about sixty sat down to tea, friends 
from Wellingboro' and Rnshden being 
present. The evening meeting was held 
in the mission-room, and was presided 
over by pastor S. 'I', Belcher. Addresses 
were given by Me,srs. Roe H. 
DeRboro~gh, W. Desborough, W. Saint, 
and others, the room being quite 
crowded. Who can tell what may be 
the re3nlt of this beginning 1 The sym
pathy and help of friends around the 
district are solicited to oarry on this 
work.-8. 

[We trust the Lord will abundantly blesa 
this miasione.ry enterpriee of our energetic 
brother, pastor E. Iloe.-J. E. F.J 

RICHMOND (SLLEM).-The anniver
suy services or this Church were held 
e,s usual on the firet Sunday e,nd Monday 
in August, 11,nd this year, we are irlad to 
say, were marked not only with the 
good con1?regations that we ienerally 
get e.t this time, but also with some
whe.t incrensed collections and muoh 
spiritual power. Our pastor ( H. J. 
Wileman) prea.ohed on Sunde.y, e.nd 
many enjoyed the united wori!h1p 1.nd 
the Word •poken. On Monday (Bank 
Holiday) pastor James Ee.star, of 
B&ssett-street, spoke well to 11, large and 
attentive congrege.tion. About eighty 
sat down to tea, Pastor E. Mitohell 
g&ve one of his best sermons in the 
evening to 11, full house, and all con-

fessed to the power and blessing felt 
Thus we raise another" Ebenezer" with 
gratitude to God for Hie kindn;se and 
many thanks to the numerous friends 
who came to oheer and help us. 

B ~AKEN HAM. spFFOLK.-On 
Lord e rlay,. August 6th, 1t was our joy 
to onoe n.g~m see the pool opened, while 
two dear s1stere (mother and daughter) 
followed the Lord through the despised 
ordinance of Believers' Baptism. M

0

r. 
W. Emmerson waA the preacher for the 
day. At the Lord's table it we,s our joy 
to receive these two dear sisters with 
another one who had previously been 
baptized, as full members of the Churoh 
We thank God and take courage, hoping 
yet for larger things. Me.y many be 
brought to avow 11,llegianoe to Him with 
whom they hope to spend eteruity.
M. A, MOORE. 

C H AR SF I E L D. - We held our 
Sunde,y-sohool anniversary on July 
23rd, when we were favoured with 
bean~iful weather, and, above e.11, the 
blessmg of the Lord wa.s realised in 
the midst of His people. Our brother 
H. B. Berry was greatly helped to pro
claim the glorious Gospel of the se.l va
tion of God d oring the three service•. 
Congregations were good. The singing 
of tbe children and friends wa.s much 
enjoyed. On the following Wednesday 
the children's annual treat was held. 
At 2.30 they gathered together in the 
ohe.pel, when they reciced pe.rts of 
Scripture, &c., e.fter which Mr. J. H. 
Lynn (of Becclee) gave an excellent 
address on the Ohief Shepherd of the 
sheep. After tea, 11, public meeting 
commenced at 6.30. Brother Berry i:,rc
eided, Brethren Potter, Grimwood, 
Morrell and Lynn gave animating 
addressee. Collections exceeded those 
of the past fow ye:i.rs. At the close we 
felt we oould truly say,•· The Lord hath 
done jl'ree.t things for us whereof we are 
gle.d."-J. S. 

MARO H. 
SABBATH SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY. 

ON Saturday evening, July 22nd, a 
well-attended prayer-mlleting wa.s held, 
when several invoked the Lord's bless
ing upon the coming Sabbe.th services 
of the anniversary. These e,nd other 
prayers were answered, for 11, suooessful 
day, we believe, in every respect was 
experienced. The pastor (Mr B. J. 
Northfield) oondooted the services, 
pree.ching in the morning from J~hn 
xxi. 16, "Feed My lambe." The 0ven1n_g 
sermon we.a upon the words, " For this 
ohild I prayed" (1 Sam. i. 27). A young 
people'• eervioe was held in the after
noon. Reoita.tions were nicely A"iven by 
Frank Touob, Ada Darley, Dan Grar, 
Florrie Me.stars, Willie Ding, Flor_r1e 
Mitcham, A. Winterton, and Ohve 
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Cntteridge. Specie.I hymns were well 
sang by the eohole.rs throughout the 
day. M!s. Downme.n he.d efficiently 
trained them, and Mr. A. J. Tyler con
ducted the singing, in whose unavoid
able absence at the evening service Mr. 
J. O11,tteridge served. The day was 
beautifully fine, only a shower descend
ing jnst before the morning service. 
Large congregations assembled. All 
were happy and united in their work. 
The superintendents and teachers are 
to be congratulated upon the excellency 
of all arrangements and the very good 
conduct of the scholars. Collections 
amounted to £14 2s. )½d. 

On the Tuesday the annual treat was 
held in Mr. A.Joh neon's meadow, kindly 
lent for the ooca.eion, with an additional 
privilege from Mrs. Shepperson of 
entra.qce through her premises from 
Hil!'h-etreet. The scholars had their tee. 
in the meadow at four o'clock, and at 
5.30 the public, to about 200, eat down 
to tee.. The day was very suitable, and 
pa.seed off well. The tote.I proceeds, 
with the Sunday collection~, amounted 
to £27 3~. lid. We thank God and all 
oar helpers and age.in take courage and 
go forward, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 

THE Se.le of Work in aid of the Society 
at 93, Grove-lane. Ce.mberwell, proved a 
great sncoese. The le.dies superintend
ing the stalls were most earnest and 
persevering in their labours, and the 
result was enb~te.ntial help to the funds. 
Mrs. James Jones heartily thanks all 
the friends who in any way assisted in 
the effort. Messrs. Lovely, Sykes, and 
Sinden took part in the proceedings and 
several Members of the Committee, 
with the Secretary, were present. ... 

General Sir William Stirling has 
kindly promised to preside over the 
Anniversary Meeting of ttie Brighton 
Home, to be held (D.V.) in the Royal 
Pavilion on Tneeday afternoon, October 
10th. ·The lad iee will conduct a Sale of 
Work thronghont the day, and it is 
hoped that S neeex friends especially 
will make a p ,int of being present. .. . 

Severalfriende have recently extended 
generous hospitality to the inmates of 
the Homes, and the visits have proved 
sonroee of enjoyment to guests and 
hosts. The Annual Reunion Meeting at 
Horneey Rise Asylum we.e a pleasant 
gathering, nearly 40 pensioners from 
Camberwell coming over to spend the 
day with their friends at Hornsey Rise. . . 

• 
The Million Shilling Fond, oom-

memorative of the approaohing 

Centenary of the Society, he.Ii been com
menced, and the Secretary will be happy 
to send special receipt books to any 
friends who will collect 20 or 50 
shillings during the next few months. 
If every one of oar readere would under
take to collect 20 shillings an excellent 
start would be made. . . 

~ 

1,680 pensioners are now receiving op
wards of £12,000 per annum, and the 
maintenance of the fonr Homes in
vol vee a heavy additional charge, hence 
the need of farther aid to strengthen 
and Pxtend the work, so honoured of 
God for well-nigh a centn~y. "Ae we 
have therefore opportunity, let us do 
good unto a.II men, especially onto them 
who are of the honeehold of faith." 

(§om iomt. 
RUTH CHALMERS, 

Onr aged and beloved sister, Miee 
Ruth Chalmers, wo.e called home on 
Lord'•-day morning, July 23rd, 1905, at 
the ripe age of SI years, having been in 
membership at Mount Zion, Chadwell
street, over fifty years. Onr departed 
friend was convinced of sin very early 
in life. and attended the ministry of the 
late Mr. Geo. Moyle, then of Artillery
etreet, Bishopsgate. She oame before the 
Church at the age of 16, was baptized by 
Mr. Moyle, and continued to attend hie 
ministry until his removal to Pec)[ham. 
She then worshipped at Mount Zion. 
The Word seems to have been very 
preoions to her soul, and her place in the 
ee.notuary wae eoaroely ever vno1mt 
whenever she oonld get there. In her 
laet days our friends from Chad well-et. 
constantly visited her and gathered 
from her or the Lord's deo.linge with 
her soul. She exchanged eo.rth for 
heaven on July 23rd, and was "well 
laid in the grave" at Finohley Ceme
tery by our beloved pastor on Friday 
morning, July 28th, bein1t followed by 
some of our members of the Ohuroh. 
Mr. Mitchell read the usual portions of 
God's Word selected for that solemn 
eervioe, and especially emphasizing I 
Car. xv., and said that ·• Grace had maJe 
her what she was." He added that 
'' Death for her had no sting; that was 
left in Christ." After that he oom
mi tted her mortal remains to that last 
resting-place in sure o.nd certain hope 
of a joyful reenrreotion. The mourning 
oe.rdo llear this suitable text-" So He 
giveth His beloved ~leep." The funeral 
arrangements were carried out by our 
esteemed brother Applegate, ae our 
dear sister eeems t,> have had no earthly 
rele.tivee.-D. BUTCUEll . 

MR, DANIEL, 
who pa.seed away on the -Ith Ma.rob, 
1905, was for many years a consistent 
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member at Enon, and one of the 
founders of Ebenezer, Chatham. He 
was greatly beloved. Through two 
years be sufferen inten.ely, but his 
constant prayer was that he might be 
kept ! rom mnrmurin@'. Just prior to 
his departure his dear wife asked 
whether "All was well," and bis 
response was, •· All is well; I am on 
the Rock, Christ Jesus."-J. B. 

MARTHA ELLIS, 
al(ed 89 years. who fell asleep in Jesus, 
May 18th, 1905, after a pilgrimage of 
nearly 60 years. She was baplizecl in 
the year 1846 at Carmel Chapel, Pimlico, 
and was a con~istent member of that 
Church until the time of her deceaee. 
For some years previous to her call 
home she was a sufferer, and, in oon
sequencE>, unable to attend the services 
of God'A house ; but her thoughts were 
ever towards the place wbere God was 
by His grace pleased to set her soul at 
liberty, and the Church always had an 
important place in her prayers. She 
bad strong faith, and was a firm 
believer in the free and sovereign grace 
of her Lord, and longed for the time 
when she should meet Him who had 
called her from ne.ture'P do.rkness. 
Peac~fnlly sleeping she passed into the 
Homeland, and her remains were le.id 
in Kense.l RiPe Cemetery to await the 
resurrection (Mr. A. Licence officiating), 
A memorial service, conducted by Mr. 
G. Batchelor, of Tring, we.~ held L~rrl's
de.y, May 28th, 1905. '·Peace, perfect 
)Jee.ce I "-T. W. 

MR, JOHN PACKWOOD. 
On Sunday evening, July 23rd, one of 

the oldest inhabitants of Rushden 
passed away in the person of Mr. Jobn 
Packwood of Wellingborough-road. 
Mr. Pack~ood we.a formerly in bueiueHB 
as a builder and contractor, e.nd was one 
cf those who assisted in the rapid 
development of the town. He we.a for 
a great number of years one of the 
dee.cons of the Succoth Baptist Church, 
and afterwards senior den.con of the 
Zion Baptist Church, attending the 
latter place so recently as Sunday week. 
On Wednesday last, however, he was 
ta.ken ill, and though Dr. Owen and 
others did what they could for. him, ho 
gro.duo.lly se.nk,and passed quietly a.way 
about 1130 on Sunday. He was 85 yen.rB 
of 11ge, and had been retired from 
business for many yea.re. The funeral 
took place on ThurEde.y afternoon, amid 
many tokens of respect and sympathy. 
Mr. A. B. Hall conducted the cercmooy 
in the cemetery chapel and at the grave
side. Mr. Hall also conducted a 
memorial service in the eveniug in the 
Zion Baptist Chapel. 

MR. WILLIAM HOWLETT, 
for many yea.re of Forest Gate, Es_sex, 
entered into his desired rest on Apnl 1, 
l 90~, nel\rly completing hie 77th year. 

Born of godly parents at Bonwell 
Norfolk, he wo.e taught to value th~ 
means of grace. When but a young 
man he stro.yed into a chapel, when the 
minister, pausing in his eermon, asked: 
" Where !\re you l!"Oinir. you poor 
thoughtless sinner 1" Very forcibly 
the reply ea.me to him," To hell, with
out the mercy of God." On reaching 
home he see.robed the Bible to eee if 
there we.e any hope for such a convicted 
sinner ae he. He found there we.a; for 
though the translation from darkness 
to. light wae gradual, yet, through tbo 
Lord manifesting Himself as a. pardon
ing Saviour, he was aeeured that he 
we.e born of God. He was baptized by 
Mr. Woodgate, and joined the Church 
at Bonwell. Moving to London, he 
settled at Bethel, l:l.oxton, under the 
pastorate of Mr. Osmond, where he was 
dee.con and trustee for many yeare. 
Coming to Forest Gate he united with 
the Forest-lane Church (now Gurney
road), where he remained till about two 
yea.re ago, when, residing at Hackney, 
where he died, he we.e in fellowship at 
Homerton ·Row. While at Stratford 
the ministries of Mr. Lynn and Mr. 
Marsh were spiritne.llv refreshing to 
him. The prayers of our departed 
brother, ae _well as his conversation, 
savoured much of Christ and the Goepel 
that had saved him, But more fre
quently was he assailed with doubts 
and fee.re, some of his favourite hymns 
embodying his soul's feeling:-" And 
am I bleat with J esu's love 1" "And 
does thy heart for J esns pine 1" ·' What 
dost thou wait for, 0 my soul 1" X ot
withstanding snob utterances, with 
tearful eyes he could say, rejoioingl_y, 
"Dear Lurd my springs a.re a.II ID 
Thee;' and '·• I hope in His meroy_." 
Very much perplexed for yea.re 1n 
temporal things. yet he r~oognis~d the 
t wotold guide.nee of God s prov1d~noe 
and grace and had wonderful dehver
ances thr~ugh both. During the le.et 
three months of his life he was 
detained, through affliotion, fr?m _at
tending the Lord's house; but his Bible 
and hymn-book were valued helps to 
him. He felt that hie end was nee.~, an~ 
longed for one of the "many mansions 
in the "Father's house," ~hough 
alternate fear prevailed oooa.s1.onalldy 
that • he would not come to b1~ en 
" well." But "the eternal God IB thy 
refuge, and underneath are the. eved 
lasting arms" was his trust. Hie en t 
wae reached suddenly from hear 
failure. His remains lay in West Ha~ 
Cemetery. As the writer pe~farme 
this ll\st service for his old friend he 
felt that a t1·aveller's journey was 
ended, a mariner's voyage oomplfJe~,.~ 
pilgr-i111's home r~e.ohcd, a so 1~11; reward received. Mo.y we so Itve die 
life of the righteous that w~ may 
like him. desires-SA!IIUEL J. fAYLOR, 

Forest Gate. 
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CHAPTER IIJ.-Tm: BAFFLED QL"EST. 

;,·He knoweth not how to go to the city."-Eccles. x. 15. 

" Determined to save, He watched o'er my path 
When, Se.tan's blind slave, I sported with dea.th."-NEW_TON. 

WILLIAM HUNT, as we have seen, had now entered iuto the service 
of the Rector of Frittenden, a _remote and quiet village, which to 

this day has no railway station, and is noted oillv for-the oldest known 
oak in England, which grows in its ancient churchyard. 

He was by this time ·a comely young man of eighteen, intelligent 
and sprightly, with. a mind stored with jests and qnick replies. His 
new placa suited him. He soon had a little money at command, and, 
his clothfs needing attention, he had recourse to the village tailor, with 
whom. he ere long became intimate. Susan, their only child, attracted his 
attention by her modest beauty and sweet disposition, and ere long the 
passion of love was awakened in his strong young heart. 

Eighteen months passed in what he calls " pleasing misery " and 
" lingering happiness," her parents at first by no means discouraging 
the acquaintance. At length his position and prospects continued so 
unpromising that they frankly gave him their views of the situation. 
Acquiescing, and sincerely desiring the young woman's happiness, he 
gave np his place at the Rectory, in the hope of acquiring a profitable 
trade. 

Guns were, at that time, in general requisition. A blunderbuss ado, ned 
the _kitchen chimney of every f~rm-house. &pGrtsmen, p_o,achers, game- \ 
keeper~, and excisem~n us~d them largely._ 'l'h,e guard of every coach, 
the IJighwayman on the. lonely road, the traveller with property to 
protect, carried his pistol, to say nothing of soldiers and sailors, for 
whom, of course, a large nur;nber were, in those days of war, required. 
Hence, the mRn who could make, and e,pecially wllo could repair, fire
arms was sure of profitable employment in a rural district. , 

Such was Daniel Young, who had married . one of ltis iiisters, whose 
11pprentice our William now became, toiling hard to ucquite the know
ledge which would enable him to obtain a home for himself and his 
"little black-eyed girl." Unfortunately, his brother-in-la~ proved lazy 
and diEsolute. The business foiled ; 1rnd he dese·rted his family and 
absconded. 

This meant the collapse of hope to his unfortunate relative, who was 
once more compelled to seek e. means of livelihood. . 

A humble post presenting itself, he became pit-man to a sawyer-an 
occupation at that time in l?reat demand in country places. He worked 
well, earned money, and w11s again able to wear reputable clothe~. Ere 
long, however, his partner had no further use for him, and he again 
appears as a young mon with a clear heod and strong and honfst han<ls; 
but, alas, sorely against his will, numbered among tile unemployed. 

His outlook JllUSt at this time, have been wretchedly <lark, and the 
VoL. LXI. OcTODl!R, 1905. v 
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high-spirited young fellow must have felt keen chagrin that, though he 
had_now attained to man's estate, he was as yet_nowher~ in the highway 
of hfe. Fondly as he lovtd and was loved agam, the httle home which 
be bad seen in his mind's eye was more remote than ever. "Friends he 
had none." His heart grew despondent and sullen. Prayer for Divine 
help, which had been his resource ten years before, was impossible to 
one whose mind Deism had so poisoned and perverted. God withdraws 
Himself from the vision of all who exclude Hirn from their thoughts, 
and abandons them to reckless unconcern. Thug they become Satan's 
easy prey, and fall into His well-laid snares. So it proved with him 
whose career we are tracing. 

A young man who knew no business, who bad been knocking aboqt 
the world unsuccessfuly for some years, and who could do no more than 
earn a bare subsistence for himself by unskilled labour, could hardly be 
regarded a, a suitable husband for an attractive and virtuous young 
woman. This the parents of Susan Fever were at last compelled to admit. 
A more eligible aspirant for her band presented hims~lf in the peroon of 
a cloth-dealer at Maidstone, and they sought to break off the existing 
engagement. 

She, however, remained faithful to her promise to him, earnestly 
protesting that she would marry no one else ; and, in spite of her 
parents' opposition, they met frequently. 

This led to the deplorable episode of his unregenerate days. His 
love bad grown deeper as it was threatenej with the loss of its object, 
and, m11.ddened with jealousy, be determined to retaliate on his rival in 
the way that would mortify him most keenly. The sequel may be 
anticipated. They fell into the form of sin so common to their clas,. 

That a godless and prayerless young man should commit what at 
that time was ordinarily considered a very light and excusable fault, 
affords small matter for wonder. The measure of its culpability depends 
on its motive, and they who know mo,t of the human heart can beijt 
determine whether this was an aggravation or an extenuation of the 
offence. Any who relate the story should be solely concerned to tell the 
truth. and "nothing extenuate, or set down aught in m~lice." 

That it was a sin that did not go unpunished, he himself frankly 
admits. Its very turpitude is, however, suggestive. God in His 
sovereignty at times permits his elect people to" run the scor.i to lengths 
extreme," for reagons which eventually demonstrate how wise as well ns 
gracious He is. To " excess of riot" this unhappy young man may seem 
to have gone, but was it not that his subsequent salvation might 
exemplify the power of the atoning blood of Jesus to" purge the con
science from dead works" ? 

About Huntington, from first to last, there was an uno.pproachable 
massiveness. He could have been nothing less than a great sinner or a 
great saint. The very power which made his wrong-doing so memor
able, when claimed and sanctified by God, rendered him mighty in the 
service of the King. Men that are active curses become active blessings 
when transformed by grace (Zech. viii. 13). 

Mt1ny weary months passed without his prospe~ts brighteuing; when 
at laEt the situat:on of coachman was offered him in the distant village 
of Rolvenden. This involved a long absence from her whom he, 
undoubtedly, loved so truly. On tlJe day of bi~ departure he called to 
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srn her, and perauaded her to accompany him for a few miles. An 
impressiou had seiz~d him that this would be their last interview on 
earth, though she still vowed to be comtant to him. Sad must those 
parting moments have been, and when the final farewell had to be 
spoken, he left her " with a heavy he1rt," and a heavy heart he carried 
away with him They never met again. 

This may recall a similar scene a few years later, when the poet Burns 
and his" highland Mary" spent a memorable day in each other's cam· 
pany- where the far-off Ayr, " kissed his pebble shore." He, too, was 
poor and with no prospect of rising ; she, bt1t a servant girl, on scant 
wages. Their mutual attachment was strong, and they met '' to live 
one day of parting love," little thinking th11t they also were to see each 
other no more. In imperishable versea he has depicted the scene :-

" The flow'rs sprang we.nton to be prest, 
The birds se.ng love on every spre.y; 

Till too, too soon the glowing West 
Proclaimed the speed of winged de.y. 

Still o'er these scell.es my memory we.kes, 
And fondly broods with miser ea.re! 

Time but th' impression stronger mak~s, 
As stree.ms their che.nnels deeper wee.r. 

My Me.ry, dee.r departed ~he.de ! 
Where is thy ple.oe of pee.oeful rest ? 

See'st thou thy lover lowly le.id? 
Hee.r'st thou the groe.ns the.trend his bree.st? '' 

We are far from decrying the pathos of these beautiful lines. Why, 
however, should the Ayrshire ploughman have universal sympathy, and 
the Kentish peasant have none? Surely his almost parallel sorrow is 
entitled to some consideration from just and generous heart~. 

The latter, indeed, w11s no poet,• and eschewed mere sentimentality. 
The most commonplace life has, however, its romantic side, and 
Huntington su1·ely has some claim to be regarded in the pathetic aud 
picture3que aspect of his chequered career. The prose of his narrative 
is, indeed, far lees graceful and tender than the other's veraes ; but those 
who weep over the y,mng Scotc::iman's sorrows, may well spare a tear for 
the grief of their own CJnntr5man, whose worda reLLd like the moan~ of 
a great manly heart o:i. the point of brtaking. 

His new master, a military officer, proved exceedingly just and 
considemte ; and having three cheerful yo:rng women for his fellow
servants he was fairly happy. He could not, however, forget the sweet, 
sad face, and the t'.le.r-dimmed eJes of the woman from whom he had 
pe.1·ted, and wrote asking her to meet him and appointing a trysting 
place. She, however, wa~ not there; hel' father, who accompanied her, 
having, perhaps intentionally, mistaken the road. To his further letters 
no replies were sent, her parents intercapting them. Pee.ring that she 
had forsaken him, he tried to forget her by eagaging the affections of 
aaother, but nothing effaced her imige from his heart. 

• It he.a been reme.rked the.t he.d Huntington boon "oue of the rhyming 
re.ea," his description of his fine.I pe.rting with. Su!e.n Fever would, with e. few 
verbe.l e.ltere.tions, he.ve ee.sily fa.lien into matrice.l form. For oxo.mple :-

" 0 hee.vy were our hee.rts tbe.t do.y I 
And heavy we.s my bee.rt e.nd soro, 

As I pursued my lonely we.y, 
Persue.ded we should meet no more." 
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For rnaay months God had not been, in all his thoughts ; but cir
cumstances were now to bring him to "remember his Creator" once 
more. 

Deistical principles-or the notion that God takes no active interest 
in the affairs of men-continued to haunt his mind. Insensibility Rnd 
moral stupor followed. All ftar of God and thoughts of the world to 
come forsook him. To di,ert his vacant mind, he learn~d to dauce-" a 
net," as he afterwards averred, "as serviceable as devils could invent 
for the entanglement of frail mortals for their souls' ruin." 

An untoward event now occurred. Susan Fever had become a 
mother, her babe's paternity bein!! unquestioned. Her circumstances had 
necessitated aJplication for parish relief, and the authorities had no 
alternative but to apply to the father for bis child's maintenance. Of 
this he had some previ@ion, which may account for bis twice dreaming 
that he was pursued, and apprehended by three men ; one of whom he 
recognisEd as the High Constable of the county. On waking the second 
time, the dream came true, and he wa3 compelled to app.iar before the 
Bench of Magistrates at Cranbrook. He frankly admitted his liability 
and offered lo make the girl his wife. To this both her father and th~ 
authorities objected. He, therefore, was compelled, not only to hand 
over all that was then claimed of him, but to undertake to pay a further 
sum quarterly, which he did till events conspired to make this im
possible. 

His deistical ungodliness now received a rude shock. His irregular 
life of penury and privation ; the untoward termination of all his plans; 
the worry of his most recent trouble, and the wreckage of all his dearest 
hopes, began to tell their tale on bis proud spirit and physical frame, 
and he was seized with an illness to which he nearly succumbed. " I," 
for he shall Rprnk for himself, '' laboured hard, rather than submit to go 
to bed ; and made a shift to keep at my work as long as I was able 
to move a limb; but at las~ I was forced to yield. 

"My consdet:ce then brgan to do her office once more, and the wrath 
of God to alarm me ; so that I was fully convinced that He took notice 
of my conduct in this life, and would re;;kun with me for it in the utxt. 

"I lay in this state of mind until I had an earnest of damnation in 
my heart ; and I had not a single doubt of my portion in everlasting 
burnings if I died in that state. God brought me so nigh to my end 
that the mttles of death twice stopped my brea.tll. I tried to fly from 
death, and got out of bed to run away, but could not ; for I fell on the 
floor, where I lay till my fellow-servunts found me, end put me to bed 
by fore~. 

"Soon after I heard one of the maids say, 'Poor William will die.' 
'Yes,' said the other,' Doctor Wilson has given him ovel'.' They knew 
not that I bea1 d them. I again tried to fly from death, but found 
I could not. So I began to whisper e. prayer to God, which conscience 
had not allowed me to do before. As I prayed I gathered strength, and 
in leEs than a month was out of doors. I quitted my servitude, went 
home to my puren1s till my recovery, and never danced any more.''
B. F.• 

• When extracts from Huntington's writings a.re given, B. F. will stand for 
bis • • Bank of Faith " ; L. for his "Life " ; K. H. for hie "Kingdom of Heaven," 
and N. B. bis" Naked Bow of God," In other cases, the works quoted will have 
their full ti ties. 
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This is surely a str,mge psycological incident in the history of a soul. 
What is here related is not Huntington's regeneration and conversion to 
God. These ha-1 to follow at the appointed time. It was the aro:ising 
to renewed ac~ivity of the moral sense, in one whose conscience had 
been stultified with error of a deadly kind, bnt in whom it was 
again "beginning to do its office." The pray~rs which emanated from 
his parched and clammy lip~ were not presented through the power of 
the Holy Ghost or in the name of the Lord Jesus. They were simply 
such cries as his natural relationship to his "Creator, Preserver, and 
continual Benefactor" warranted. 

Man, as a moral creature, wa~ formed to reverence God; and in spite 
of the havoc of the Fall, the instinc~ of Divine worship is inherent in all 
hearts that are not utterly hardened by the deceitfulness of heresy and 
sin. The existence of God is revealed by the material creation ; His 
supervision of mort.al affairs is evident from His Providence ; and His 
wrath fin is 11,mpld attestation in the testimony of every uninfluenced 
and unbiassed conscience. An apprehension of these facts had awakened 
thi~ dormant and deceived heart from its sullen silence and god!ess un
concnn. 

He does not seem to have gone through the form of praying since 
hi~ dismis;al from Squire Cooke's employ in 1753. Conscience had not 
allowed him t'J do so. He was too llouest to present petitions to One 
whom he had brought himself to believe was only the passive and un
mindful spectator of strugglin;{ and sorrowful men, a,:d who gave no 
thought to their weal or woe. Prayer with him was no farce>. He could 
r.ot rely on a mere formality, as thous!1nds do. His consci@nce, there
fore, had closed his mouth to utterances wliich he could but deem in
sinc~re and vain. Now, however, the hell-sent snare was brokeu. 

He was thu;~ delivered from Deism, and restored to tlie natural 
piety• of his earlier day~, which he had fot· twelve year:3 abandoned. 
He had again appealed to the Most High, and his pr.iyers were heard. 

The grace that ehould enlighten his mind, purify his conscience, 
subdue his will, and save his soJI, w~s yet to be experienced in the com
ing dnys of which we hope to tell. 

(To be continued.) 

DIVINE OWNERSHIP. 
(Concluded). 

BY I. C. JoHNSOY, Es1~ .•• J.P., OF G1tAVESEXD. 

"Ye aue not your own."-1 Cor. vii. !l. 

OUR Lord, when saving sinners, does but clai.m thoie who belong to 
Him by prior and ancient right. They are His by gift, and in 

pleiding witll His Father on their behalf He urges that " Thou gavest 
them to Me"; and they are His by purchase, since He has given His life 
for their ransom. Their relation to Him is, however, an unknown fact 
till He disclose3 it, when they perceive and acknowledge His "blood
bought right," and gladly surrender themselves to Him. 

-------
• Soe the o.rticle on "Ne.turo.l Piety e.nd Superno.ture.l Roligion," in the 

Editor's" Mo.nucil of Fe.itb n.nd Prf\ctice,'' pa.go 174. 
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" The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will 
shew them His covenant." This records an ancient ownership, and 
from our glorious Owner comes a voice mu~ical, sweet, and clear, from 
the eternal throne on high : " Lo, I come : in the volume of the book 
it is_ wr~tte_n of Me, I 1,elight to do Thy will, 0 My G?d ; yea, Thy 
law is w1thm My heart (Psa. xl. 7, 8; Heb. x. 7). It 1s the voice of 
God's co-equal and eternal Son, who dernends from heaven on the 
wings of love and holy compassion; wraps Himself in the garmrnts of 
infantile humanity to qualify Himself for the \"l"ondrous work that He 
had undertaken to accomplish, and thus becomes Emanuel, God in our 
nature, " God with u~." 

The fulntss of tim€ had come whrn God eent "Bis Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law to redeem them that were under the law." 
This He did by rendering pe1fect obedience to that law for and iistead 
of all whose Smecy He was; becoming their Substitute by traversing 
its every precept and so, by going to the end of the law, originating a 
righteousness which "is to all, and upon all them that believe.'' 

The Fathn's will had made them His. "Thine they were, and 
Thou gavest tbtm Me'' (John xvii. 6). This gift of them was made 
to Him long ere the Fall, when they, as a body, were in the pure mass 
of creatureship. From this point of view, therefore, it is a doctrinal 
truth, " Ye are not your own." 

Now, Jeans having honoured the Law, could say "I have finished 
the work which Thou gavest Me to do" (John xvii. 4) even before He 
died upon the crosa; but Justice as well as Law demanded satisfaction, 
and this lie rendered by breaming "obedient unto death, even by the 
death of the cross," so that with His expiring breath He exclaim~d, 
"It is finishet.l." Not only was the Law honoured, but Justice was 
satisfied with His expiation, and the mercy of the Eternal Three 
magnified to the eternal glory of God. On this ground also is c,ur 
motto true, "Ye are not your own." For He bath bought us with a 
price, and what a price! "Ye are not redeen:ed with corruptible 
things as silver and gold; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of 
a lamb without blemish and without spot. Who verily was fore
ordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these 
last times for you, who by Him do believe in God," and thus '' are not 
your own." 

The mine of a human soul ie hinted at by the Scripture, " What 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole ~orld, an~ lose his_ own_soul, 
or what shall a mun give in exchange for his soul ? . Now, 1f a srngle 
soul in one scale outweighs in value the whole world m the other, what 
muEt be the total value of innumerable millions of souls purchased by 
tbe blood of Him" who garn Himself for us, that He might redeem us 
from all in'quity, and purify unto Himself a peculia~ people zealo~s of 
gcod works" (Titus ii. 14). Truly the blood which effects this is 
'' l recious blood," and claims our loud and lasting songs. 

A consideration of the fact that "we are not our own," but belong 
to Christ, because we were given to Him, ~ud b_Ecause \"l"e "'.ere iav_ed by 
Him "from the wrath to come," and are signalised by the rnd\"l"elhng of 
tlie Holy Ghcst, is calculated to ende11r the Saviour, nnd calls for 
conduct worlhy of our high and holy re1ationship to the Lord God 
Almighty as Hie sons and daughters. 
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Well, therefore, does the Apostle John exclaim, " Behold, what 
manner of love the Father bath best.owed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God I " emphatically addmg that, "Now are we the 
sone of God," and that "Whea. Christ shall appear, we also shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." Reader, if thou art thus 
favoured, pray for strong faith, that thou, with all God's dear children, 
mayst realise a foretaste of such unspeakable blessedness arising out of 
the great fact we have considered. 

This may tune our hearts t.o an old, but ever new, song t.o Him 
who "has loved us" and saved ns from doom and death :-

" All that I we.s-my sin, my guilt, 
M,v death we.s e.11 my own ; 

All that I e.m I owe to Thee, 
My gracious God, e.lone. 

The evil of my former state 
We.a mine, e.nd only mine; 

The good in which I now rejoice 
Is Thine, e.nd only Thine. 

The de.rkness of my former night -
The bonde.ge-e.11 was mine; 

The light of life in whioh I walk
The liberty is Thine. 

The gre.r.e that me.de me feel my sin 
Ba.de me in Christ believe ; 

Then, in believing Christ, I found, 
And now in Christ I live. 

All that I e.m, e·en here on earth, 
All that I hope to be ; 

When Jesus oomes, e.nd glory de.was, 
I owe it, Lord, to Thee. "-Bonar. 

THE SUPERLATIVE SUFFERER. 
BY JOHN HAZELTON. 

"Behold, nnd see if there be e.ny sorrow like unto My sorrow."-Le.m. i. 12. 

CALVARY wae a scene of sieperlalive sitjfering. The S11ff6rer Himself 
was the greatest Being th11,t ever will or ever can suffet·. He was 

incarnate God, and when contemplating Christ on the cross we should 
not separate His divinity from His hummity ; His Godhead should not 
be modified or lessened because it was in some measure obscure.I while 
He hung on the accursed tree. The whole of the Divine nature, His 
whole Deity, was there. All the boundless greatness and majfsty of God 
were in the per~on of Him whom the cruel and cursiag soldiers cho'e to 
pierce. It was Jehovah Jesus who hung on the tree. We, therefore, 
have ia. Him tl1e greates~ Being who ever suffered. 

Agaia, not only have we the superlatively greatest Sufferer, but also 
the greatest su.derings that were ever experienced. No creature in hell 
suffers as the Saviour did ; all the pangs ea.dared by the lost cannot be 
cornpar~d with thme of the great Son of God. He suffered the hells of 
thousands, and on the tree He quenched that wrath which, to sinners 
t.hemselv(s, would have been endless, and therefore this great Hafferet· 
endured wbat. had neve1· been experienced before. 
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Thirdly, the greatest possible results are flowing, and will for ever 
flow, from these supreme sufferings of this greatest of Sufferers. What 
are these results? . Why, all your life and mine, all your good hopes 
and mine, are t,he outcome of the depths of Christ's sorrow. All the 
comforts which tend to make existence pleasant, proceed from the euffer
ings of the great Redeemer. The facts that you are prepared for heaven 
----:-t,hat your e°:d will be peace-that y~ur spirit in its departing moments 
w1li be tranquil and serene-all are owmg to the superlative sorrows and 
sufferings of the Son of God. . · . 

And yet further, the Heaven that lies beyond all Time and sin, the 
crown of glory you shall e,er wear, the throne of dignity yon shall for 
ever occupy, the robfs of immortality you will for ever wear, aud the 
e-rer-flowing and over-flowing joys you will feel are all to be traced to 
the fac_t that Jesus was pierced for sinners, for their guilt, tranegnssion, 
and cnme. 

A JEALOUS GOD .. 
BY J, C. BELLINGHAM, LATE OF HAWOllTH, YORKSHIRE. 

"I, the Lord thy Goel, a.ma. jealous God."-Exod. xx. 5. 

THE Holy Spirit has asserted that Jehovah's purposes of grace shall 
prosper in the hands of U.e aRcended Christ. "The pleasure of the 

Lord shall prosper in His hands:'' Christ is the "Man whom He hath 
ordained," by whom " He will judge the wor!d in righteomness"; and 
of this we are given assurance " in that He hath raised Him from the 
dead." We have thus clearly asserted the high dignity of the person of 
the Son of God. The honour of the Father is also maintained by tlie 

living Word and in the written oracles. " The Son can do nothing of 
Himself, but what He seetb the Father do." The holy jealousy c,f 
Deity was displayed in the words and ~orks of Emmanuel. And Christ 
has declared the m<J.jesty of the blessed Paraclete : "When He, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, He shall guide you into all the truth. He shall 
glorify Me; for He shall take of Mine, and shall declare it unto you." 
And ha9 not J eho-rah witnessed concerning the same glorious person, 
"Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts" ? 

"The Lord's servant must be "a. vesiel unto honour, sanctified, meet 
for the Master's use, prepar~d unto every good work." The possession 
of gifts, either naLural or Hpiritual, is not of itself the qualifioation for 
usefulness. Failure is inevitable while onr zeal is the result of self-confi
dence or self-satisfaction. In 1hese things we are called upon to earne~tly 
examine our,,elves. Thme, however, who have experienced something 
of real preparc1tion for Lhe work will know that submissiveness and 
patient endurance are by no means natural acquirements. The thorn 
in the flesh may cans~ us to cry out many times before we leun the 
sufficiency of Di vine grar:e and the perfection of Omnipotence. T~at 
faitl1 is truly spiritual which says, "I can do all things through ~bnst, 
which strengcheutth me." That is a conscious and humble acqmesence 
in tlie Divine statement," By My Spirit." 

'L'he baltle is uneoded till victory is gained. Conaratnl11tion and 
" d' rest are out of place till the cour,e is finished. Passively, the Lor 8 
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servant is " e. vessel nnto hononr" ; • actively, he is " a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed." Definiteness, deliberation, progression, 
characterise the work of the apostle of the Lord Jes011 Christ. "Vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity," was never written concerning the purposes 
and works of Jehovah; so should those who act in His Name neither 
run or labour in vain. Much more serious is it if our work shall be 
revealed in fire to. be wood, hay, stubble. Troe are the words, " By My 
Spirit." 

Self-satisfaction is the root of many evils. Wearinesa in well-doing 
generally socceeds such distraction. The hnsbandman purgeth the 
branches that they may bring forth more fruit. Our Lord and Master 
has worded our heart's oonfession for us : "We are unprofitable servants; 
we have done that which it was our duty to do. The glory is Thine, 
for it is by Tby Spirit." 

The Word of God and. the Gospel of Chris~ have lent a halo of glory 
to the ages of the world's dark history. The challenge of the Divine 
Word to its enemies is, "ThUB saith the Lord"; and while the candle
stick is in the midst of the profes@ing Church she is a power upon earth. 
We speak of our "national prestige," and our wise rulers consider it to 
be worth our maintaining at almoJt any cost. The glory and honour of 
the professing Church are at stake if we deal loosely with the treasures 
of Divine truth committed unto us. The sceptre of Shiloh, the rod of 
His strength, is sent forth " out of Zion," out of the militant Church. 
which is yet in the midst of the enemy's country ; and if the " speech" 
and "preaching" of Zion's watchmen is" in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power," then, indeed, are "the weapons of our warfare" 
"mighty throagh God to the pulling down of strongholds." 

But for the individual believer there is need to put on the whole 
armour of God, for this is an evil day. "Stand, therefore," "with all 
prayer and supplication," in constant recognition of thi8 paramount pre
eminent truth : "Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith 
the Lord." 

LIGHT AT EVENTIDE. 

"At evening time it shall be light."-Zech. xiv. 7. 

THm shades of ev'ning may be near; But Thy dear people, dearly bought 
Sweet Saviour, 0 to me appear ; . With Thy heart's blood, 1rnd sweetly 
Speak, e.nd Thy peaoe to me impart, te.ught, 
Take full possession of my heart I Though often travelling in tears 
I shall not then desire to stay Will prove the folly of their feo.re. 
In this, the pilgrim's windine: way; 0 Hend some bright, refulgent ro.y, 
But, aoquiesoing in Thy will, To guide me it1 the homeward we,y; 
Shall feel that Thou art with me O keep my feet, that they me.y move 

still. Responsive to Thy words of love I 

The hollow, transient joys of earth, 
Its pleasures e.nd its noisy mirth, 
Like flickering tapers quickly die 
And lee,ve the saddened bee.rt to sigh. 

And when life's closing hour dre.we 
Thy gre.cioue promise verify; (nigh, 
And, e.e I bid the world" good-mght," 
At eventide may It be light I 

Then, when e.tlast I reach the place 
Where all Thy loved ones see Thy face, 
Joyful I'll join the heavenly band, 
Aud praise Thee in Emma.nuel's Land. 

K. O.T. MATILDA. 

w 
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TRANSIENT OOMMUNION 'AT .THE LORD'S TABLE. 
BY J. c. PHILPOT, M.A. 

AGAIN and again during the last two years appeal has been made 
from different quarters for some plain, cogent and. Scriptural 

arguments in defence of the ancient practice of our section· of, the 
Baptist Denomination of confining. transient communion at the Lord's 
Table to members of sister Churches of "the same Faith a.ad Order."· 

·The cry is becoming more ·urgent. . The experience of soine who are 
members of Churches whioh once adhered to the above :practice, but 
which have recently altered their rule•, ·is excetdingly distressing. They 
cannot commune with their former associates-much as they Jove many 
of them-'-for this conscience forbids."' They may· not "sit down ',' with 
consistently Strict Churches; for they are, very properly, excluded from 
such as members of semi-open Churches. They, therefore, are absolutely 
precluded from takine- the Lord.,s Supper at all, through no fault of 
their own. Thus, while an open door is set before persons who have no 
sympathy with us in our "Faith a.ad practice,•~ all doors are closed to 
honourable Strict and Particular Baptists, simply . because they are not 
"given to change," and decline to" give up their first faith.'' , 

Through the enterprise of two of. our leading ministers a booklet 
will shortly be published, which will do much to set the truth on this 
question before sll to whom it is a matter of concern.t Meanwhile, the 
following may help to elucidate,,he :natter. It is tranECribed from The 
Gospel Standard for 1855, and is in reply to the question<' whether it 
is Scripture.I for a Partioular Baptist· Church to admit members of 
General Baptist Churches to the Lord's Table upon a well-founded 
supposition that they are the Lord's children." 

J. C. P.HILPOT, M.A., ON TRANSIENT COMMUNION. 

We fully admit that it seema, at first sight; narrow and rigid, and to 
some almost unchristian,· not to allow members of General. Baptist 
Churchea, assoming they bear marks of gr_llce, to sit down with members 
of Particular Baptist Churches:-. 

But what we s.h.ould considei: is Qot .so much individuals as a 
principle; and then, what seems harah as regards persons. may appear 
,quite right as regard, thinga. . 

Now, as a principle for a Church to act upon-and here we must 
consider not the private feelings of individual members, but the Church 
as" the pillar and ground of truth "-is it right in a Church, as Christ's 
representative, to sanction error and erroneous men ? But this it 

• This is no fancy picture, but absolutely true to fact. Quite recently. a 
Christian couple, who are members of a Church which has recently opened 1~s 
Table, e.nd whom Providence had removed to a distant town, enquired of their 
pastor what they were to do, as no Strict Ohurch would admit them to the 
Lord's Table, and they were thus shut out of this act of worship altogether. 
The worthy man's reply is memorable. "If the Strict Baptist Ohurch will ~ot 
admit you, break bree.d with the General Baptists, who will be sure to receive 
you cordially and kindly." 
..._ t STRICT COMMUNION. Two Treatises, namely, "The So.me Faith o.nd 

Order," by G. W. Shepherd; e.nd II Strict Com~union Vindicated," by J. 0: 
Philpot, M.A. Reprinted as a neat booklet, price threepence. Gravesend• 
C. A. Guy, "Fair Holm," Wrot.ham-road; o.nd R. Mutimer, 61, Stile Hall 
Gardens, Chiswick, W. 
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certainly does whilst it admits members of erroneons Churches to sit 
down at the Lord's Table ; for, in eanctioning the members, it_ in
directly, if not directly, sanctiom both the Churcb and its minister. 

·; Besides, what evidence have we that, whilst they. hold sueh errors, 
which we must assume they do as long as t.hey continue members of a 
General Church, they are • partakers of graca ? The General 'Baptist 
Churches are suok in free-willj and are, for .the most part, deadly enemie'i 
to a fue-~ace· Gospel. ' - • ' _. • 
• • How, then, can -we admit to the Lord's Table tho3e who deny His 
finiehed work, are not stripped and emptied of self, and fight againss 
r,nose precious truths whence we dedve a.II our hope? 

If it be answered that these members ara far from doing these things, 
we reply tl.Jat the Church with which they stand connected, with its 
minister, does ; and; whilst in union with such a Church, the voice and 
11cts of the Church a.re their voice and aots ; for, were they to testify 
against the doctrines held by the- minister and the Church, their 
membership would come to a speedy end. 

Would we admit their ministers to onr pulpits ? Certainly not. 
Why, then, admit Lheir members to· the Table which we have spread in 
the Lord's name, and for which we a.re responsible to Him? '' Can two 
walk together except they be agreej ?. " How can those that advocate 
Particular Redemption walk with tho3e who· advocate Universal 
Redemption, or the lovers of free-graoe unite with lovers of free-will ? 
How can those who cleave wholly and @olP.ly to Christ's righteousness 
walk with those who hold with part of their own ? 

At the Lord's Table we should desire love and union-to be joined 
together in one heart and one judgment. But how can this be the case 
when members of General Churches unite w"ith us at this solemu 
Ordinance. If they are children of God, and havd received the truth in 
the love of it, why do they still s.t under error ? Why do they still 
continue members of Churche3 to whom the truth is not preached ? 
Why do they not "come out and be separate," as the Lord bids ? 

But why do they want to sit down with Particular' Baptists ? They 
have a Tahiti of their own. Why do they not keep to it ? Why do 
they want us to sanction their errors ? Most probably the r~ason of 
theit- continuing members of dead Churches is some fl.e3h-pleasing cause, 
or some worldly, self-indulgent motive. Why should this be sanctioned 
and cov.ired over, and they thus reJ.lly strc:ngthened in their evil-doing ? 
If they are one in heart with us, why not unite with us openly ? H not 
one in heart, why do they want t') sit down with us? 

By our making a. stand against such pers'.lns sitting down at the 
Table-not from any prejudice against them as individuals, but on the 
ground of truth and conscience-we may lead them to consider their 
ways, which are not good ; and thus our seeming harshness prove really 
more profitable to them tuan flesh-pleasing softne,s. 

As long as Churche3 or trnth countenance error by ward or deed, in 
principle or practice, it will be thougl.Jt of little consequence. Thus 
truth and error get confounded, the Church and the world insensibly 
become intermingled, the barrier set up against false doctrine pulled 
down, and separation from all evil eventually nullified. 

The only way is to make a stand at the outset, and not µ-ive way in 
this apparently little thing and the other, seemingly mere trifles as men 
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estimate them--'as if am part of God'.s truth or worship were a matter 
of. indifference - but to re·sist the entrance of all error and all evil 
from the beginning, _11s one would at once stop s. ~mall leak in a ehip, or 
trample or.ta spark rn a room, lest the former smk rhe vessel and the 
other bnrn down the house. . 

A Particular Baptist~Cburjh which does not stand firm to its "Faith 
and Order" will won tolerate other innol"ations, till at laEt it loses all its 
distinctive f~turfB, and sth_~s . dawn into a mere worldly Churob, a 
wreck and ruin of what it once was. ,As in individuals .sin begins by 
litt.~es, and one thing le.:1d11 on to auother, till crime is consummated, 
so m Churches, errQr and declension usually commence by "is it not a 
I ittle one ? " 

Upon these grounds, then, we resist the introduction of the practice 
of admitting the members of General Baptist Churchfs to the Lord·s 
table, as sanctioning error, breaking down our "Faith and Order," ani 
opening the way to a union with the world and all its evil results. 

CON-CLUSION. 

Reader,-The above was penned half-a-century ago, by one whos.e 
morta1 body has been quiescent iu death for thirty-five years. 

" His ears a.re deaf to human praise, 
His lips to morte.l~.mute; 

But still his words deep echoes raise, 
His thoughts have endless fruit." 

" Being dead, he yet speake~h;" and, whi'e his utterances arP- so 
pointe'dly re'evant to current events, they are, perforce, absolutely free from 
personal references, or allusioni to any circumstances which h«v.i recrntly 
transpired. 

May the weight and savour of the comider:1tions here urged restrain 
some from the folly of compliance with the waJs of Christians more 
fashionable and outwardly prosperous than ourselves, and lead all whoEe 
consciences are tender to n:iaintain God's order, howeve1· heavy the croEs 
which fidelity to Christ involves, 

LOVE SO AMAZING, SO DIVINE. 
BY HARRY BULL, BAPTIST MINISTER, BOROUGH GREEN, KENT. 

"I have loved thee with a.n everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness 
have I drawn thee,"-Jer. xxxi. 3. 

IF the date given us in the margin may be relied on, this and the two 
• previous chapters were written about four years before Nebuchad

nezzar invaded Judah and carried ils inhabitants capti,es to Babylon. 
So good, howerer, was the Lord to His erring people that although, f~r 
their misdee&!, He threatened them with captivity, yet He foretold theu
return when His chastisement should have brougbt forth its desired 
fruit. So now, when His purposes in affliction have been accomplished, 
He graciously compels His people to acknowledge that "evtrlasting love 
is inscribed on all their sorrows." 

In medit1ting upon our taxt, let us firstly consider the fact stated. 
" I have loved thee," "God. is Love." We know this, for He bas 
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demonstrated the fac~ in a thons!!.nd wayi!.. It i-1 "writ large" upon 
His every act, i~ providence and in graca. " Who saUsfieth thy month 
with good things l!o that thy youth is renewed like U1e eagle's." Yes, 
when we despised His chastenings, hated His N11me, and ran heedlessly 
the broad road to destruction, He loved us. 

Let us now ask when God began t'.l love us ? Many people seem t0 
date God's love to them from the time when Lhey began to love Him. 
A greater mistake cannot possibly be made. Our text declares it to b~ 
an '' everlasting love," so it mnst have existed before we learned to love 
Him. Indeed, we are assured that if we love Him it is because " He 
first loved us." And elsewhere He declares, " I am the Lord ; I change 
not"; and we, therefore, affirm that what God is He always· was. 
Whom He loves in Christ He always loved; therefore, it follows, that 
it must be an " everlasting love." 

Let us, secondly, notice the fact confirmed. Having declared it, our 
God was under no obliga·ion to ~ive any guarantee of His intentions t') 
love us and show us mercy. Yet to confirm our faith, He deigns to 
give us conclnsive assurance of His dateless affection. 

Recall how He dealt with Noah: " I do Eet My bow in the cloud, 
and it shall be for a token of a covenant between Me and the earth" 
(Gen. ix. 13). Thns, each succe~sive generation of men have received 
the same assurance. And still " His covenant with the earth He keeps," 
and will keep till Time shall be no mor~,. 

As in Providence, so in Grace. How many tokens of His good-will 
did Jehovah vouchsafe to His ancient people to prove that He had not 
forgotten them, and that their restoratioi;i. and redemption were sure ? 
Especially does He do this by reminding them of what He had done for 
their fatberi!, (vera. 32, 3S). In like manner many a 'doubtin~ on'e has 
been help?d, and His weak faith strength~ned and confirmed, by 
remembering what God has done for others. But much as may be· the 
encouragement given, by the "gracious declaration" or the frequent 
"confirmation " of the greit fact that God is Love, the most important 
thing of all is to realise it for oneself. This brings us to consider, 

Thirdly, ·its manifestation, for He says, " With lovingkindness have I 
drawn thee." What a mighty power there is in Omnipotent love I 
Sufficient to draw from the very gate3 of hell to the mansions on high. 
"Therefore" (or because) "I have loved thee, I have drawn thee." 

There is no hint of failure here. It does not read, " I have 
endeavoured to bring you to Myself," but "I have drawn thee." 
Invincible, irresistible, ·grace knows no failure. It powerfully, but 
sweetly, brings the heaven-born soul to the Object t.-0 which its faith ho.s 
been directed, even Christ. God's love is as strong as His wrath. Both 
are alike invincible. And while His wrath is able to drive a soul into 
hell, His love is able to draw a poor sinner to lire and heaven. 

How stands the matter with the rea.der ? Hast thou seen the 
" declaration " in His Holy Word, beheld the "confirmation" of it in 
various w11ys, and felt in thy soul its blessed "manifestation " in thine 
own case ? If so, thou canst join with Doddridge, and say :- • 

11 'Tie done I the great transaction's done, 
I am my Lord's, and He ie mine : 

He drew me, and I followed on, 
Charmed to confess the voice Divine." 
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THE PRAYING. BROTHER ADMONISHED. 
AN UNPUBLISHED ANECDOTE OF c. H. SPURGEON. 

THE relation of the human to the Divine in public pra.J ers is a nice 
and delicate question. Who 'bas not felt when listening to a brother 

who was-to use the old tei:rn-" engaging," that while· his utterances 
had their inception in tbe influence of the Holy Spirit-many of. the 
thoughts and phrases \l"ere anything but holy and appropriate. .- _ 

Robert Hall once obser-ved that impromptu pray.eri! among Dissenterd 
"were often oblique rnrmons." It is to be feared that somiware .little 
else than "oblique insulls." • • • 

To this Spurgeon once referred, in an informal Monday afternoon 
Addre,s to his 'students. a:e related that in his early days at New Park 
Street, a certain baker often annoyed liim. 0 by praying that; his "• de.;ali 
pastor' might be sweetly led to preach the Gospel, the pure Gospel; the 
whole Gospel, the unadulterated Gospel-whether men would hear, or 
whether they would forbear." 

At length, unable to endure such objectionable allusions to himself 
eny longer, lie sent for the man into the Vestry, and inquired why he so 
constantly did this. 

" Do you mean to imply (he said) that in my sermons I fail to give 
yon the truth as I find it in God's Word-?" 

THE BAKER (apologetfrally). "0, by no means. I am sure I nevu 
meant to hurt Jour feelings. 11 sincerely desired that yon might the 
helped in your preaching; that was all." • 

C. H. S. "Very good; if no offence was intended, none shall be 
taken. But look here, this s9rt of thing is very offensive to me, and I 
beg you to stop it. If you don't, I will publicly pray for you, and after 
this fashion :- • 

''' 0, Lord, hie.as our worthy brother Jones, the bak~ ;_ may he make 
and sell good bread ; unadulterated bread ; wholesome breatl ; nnd bread 
snob as the hungry may eat with appetite and relish ; and which may 
do them good, build them up, and make them strong.', 

" If your minister should be prayed for in his department, J'm sure 
yon ought to be in yours. And l'll do it, too!" , 

He added that thenceforth the tenor of the worthy man's petitions 
·was altogether changed. 

THANKFULNESS. 

"I e.m not worthy of the lee.et of e.11 the meroies."-Gen. xxxii. 10. 

So unworthy of the mercies Day and night Thine eye uneleeping, 
Which Thou he.et vouchsafed to me; Watches over me for good ; 

Undeserving of Thy pity, Comprehending a.II the dangers 
Yet Thou lookest, Lord, on me. I could never have withstood. 

Pardoned through Thy blood so precious, Thou dost fill my cup with blessings, 
I in Thee accepted stand.; And Thy goodness crowns my days ; 

Led e.nd fed, 0 best Beloved, Manifold a.re e.11 Thy mercies, 
By Thy nevel'-tiring hand. Yet how feeble Is my praise. 

Tune my heart to songs of gladness 
For e.11 favours Thou he.et shown ; 

Till to stre.ins of hee.v'nly music, 
I she.JI Ring before Thy throne. M. H, 
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"Know ye not tha.t there is e. prince a.nd a. gre3,t me.n fa.lien this d,i,y in 
Isre.el? 'I • 

TgESE words are no~ q_uoted for the purpose of exalting human nature, 
. • or to give a " flattering title" to the late. Pastor of Grove Chapel, 

or_ to indic;i.te that he was anything but a poo_ r sinner, ![laved by sovereign 
grace. In himself, as he would have been. the first to acknow:edge, he 
was as weak and fallible. as. the humblest reader of these lines, or as the 
weakest sheep in Christ's fold. ·Nor was he acc:ounted a great man by 
the world. Bu& he was a .prince, a chief man, a ,:{reat man, in the eyes 
of many of God's loved ones in whose he-Yts God worked, through his 
instrnment~lity, by the power of the Holy Spirit. God had placed him 
upon the waHs of Zi0n, where he sounded the' Gospel trtlmpet with no 
uncertain eound,.disconrsing the sweet, simple music of God's free grace, 
without any •• aids to devotion," or modern-day traps, or worldly devices, 
to entice those who " will not endure sound doctrine." He was made 
by the Holy Spirit an" able minister of the New Testament," one who 
'' rightly divided the word of truth" and who was "faithful above 
many " in that he shunned. not· to, declare the whole counsel of God 
whethe1· men would hear, or whetht:lr they would forbear. His decea&e 
will be mourned far and wide- by his loving congregation at tl;ie Grove; 
by many of God's children in Am!:rica,, where he preached annually (for 
about a ruonU.1) for Lb years, e.nd by many wh9 have read his published 
sermons, which have been scattered in all parts of the world, 1md thu11 
reached numberd who perh,-ps never heard his voic1;1. The Chur~h of 
God can ill-afford to lose s faithful minisCer in these days of declension 
and depart,ure from His !.ruth ; but the time settled in the eternal 
councils {or God to remove him from this world, had come; and be is 
called to his eternal rest. 

BIRTH AND -EARLY YEARS. 

Thomas Bradbury was born on the 26th March, 1831. He was the 
subject of serious impressions in very early days. He hns related many 
times in his sermons that he remembered, when he was quite a child, 
hie paternal grandfather repeated in his hearing the words : ·• lu a.II thy 
ways o.cknowledge Him, and He sh11,ll direct thy paths " ; a verse which 
he said was meant for him, though lost on the one to whom it was 
addressed. He has also told how, when he was 4 years old, bi<J mo.ternnl 
grandfather repeated to him· the verse of Dr. Watts, beginning : 

" Almighty God Thy pieroing eye, 
Strikes through the aha.dee of night," 

and he wos thus early impressed with the omniscience of God. He wo.s 
brought to e. knowledge of the truth under the ministry of Patrick 
Joseph O'Leary, whom he held in the most affectionate remembrance to 
the ead of his life. In the tract entitled " Pat•·ick Joseph O'Leary," 
Mr. Bradbury gives this interesting reminiscence of his " Father in the 
Faith" : "Mr. O'Leary was born a Papist. Receiving hi ➔ priestly e~u
cation in the city of Rome, at the feet of the Pope, he became a pnest 
of that false and blasphemous system which is erroneously styled a 
Church-i.e., the Romish confederacy against the sovereignty of Jehovah 
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and the privileges of His people. H(: ministered at her eo-'}alled altars 
until the year 1835, when it pleased God to work in a sovereign man,♦er 
opon his mind. Entering his house one day, he saw on the floor a piece 
of paper, 'l"l"hich proved to be a tract with this heading, 'SEARCH THi,: 
SCRIPTURES.' A silent messengt1r had arrested him ; sn all-powerful 
declaration interested him ; he read the wholt1 verse, and the whole verse 
read him. He soliloquised : ' Search the Scriptures' ; that is contrary to 
the rule of our Church, therefore, the rule of the Church must be con
trary to Christ. 'For in them ye think ye have eternal life.' Ah I we 
teach the people not to think, but to let the ~riest think for 'them. 
Surely Rome is at issue with God. Eterual life in the Scdptures ? This 
puts an end to all idea of Eacramental efficacy. ' They testify of Me.' 
Rome testifies of almost everything but Christ. He was no longer a 
Papist." Mr. O'Leary subsequenllly joined the Church of England, and 
became Incumbent of St. Jude's,Church, Ancoats, Manchester, whither 
the young Thomas Bradbury oeme, amongst the crowds who thronged to 
listen to him, and here "faith caine by hearing, and hearing by I he 
Word of God." • 

COMMENCES PREACHING. 

Forty-nine yean ago, when he was abom ~5 years old, Mr. 
Bradbury began his public ministrations. He was first engag~d in 
mission work, in connection with the Establishment, in Manchester, 
frequently preaching at the corners of the streets. Afterwards he 
ministered to a congreg.t.tion at-' Haydock, near St Helen's, where be 
remained for abont 8 years ; and, then at Barrow Hill, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshir.i, 111s0 for about 8 years; his congrega~ion consisting, a·, 
both these plu.ces, mainly of miners, many of whom, though black 
without, by nature and by their Ceilling, were made "white through 
the bloud of the Lamb " through the instrumentality of Thomas 
Bradbury, preaching "the preaching that God had bid him." 

PREACHES AT THE SURREY TABERNACLE. 

After the Church and congregation at the Surrey Tabernacle were 
bereaved of their pastor, the late honoured James Welle, in the 
providence of God Mr. Bradbury was called occasionally to ~upply t~e 
pnlpit at that place, where he at once drew large congregattons. His 
originality, his somewhat unconventional manner and his fluent speech, 
attracted numbers, but, above all, hie lucid exposition of the truths on 
which ,James Wells delighted to dwell, endeared him to many of the late 
pastor's hedrers. 

CHOl:lEN PASTOR. OF "THE GROVE." 

He was thus. brought under the 11otice of the people at Grove Chapel. 
whose pastor, the late James Jay, was then permanently laid aside, aud 
lle received a call to take the oversight of the Church there. Ac:ordingly, 
on Thursday, 10th September, 1874, he was publicly "recognised" as 
their pastor. Here he remained until his death, a period of almost 
ei:actly thirty-one years, his htst public appearance bein~ on I he 18th 
July last, when he delivered a short addre~s. We ere not minded, nor 
have we space, in this short sketch; to deal with I is long pastorate at 
the Grove. Suffice it to say that his closing testimonies in l!l05 were 
in entire accord with the message with which he began his ministry 
there in 187 4, and this again was "all of a piece " with the truths 
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1vhich Joseph Irons proclaimed eighty-six years ago, and down to· the 
rlate of his death. Thus has· the promise, so far, ~n fulfilled, which 
Joseph Irons believed he had from the L01·d : "Mine eyes and my he ,rt 
shall be there i:erpetually." God grant that it may be so. 

BALHAM-_FAREWELL LETTER. 

Besides his regalar ministrations at Grove Chapel. Mr. Bradbury 
preiwhed, as already mentioned, many times in Arne: ica, and in all parts 
of this coantry,-whenever opportuni1y afforded. For some three or four 
years he held a monthly service at·the Assembly Rooms, Ealham, on 
Thursday evenings .. At the clo~e of the year i 900, when it seemed 
advisable to disconrinue this meeting, he wrote to one of his supportns 
there, this Ie·,ter, which is a good .sample of his epistolary style-simple. 
unaffected, yet touching_:_showing how he traced all ,ecming disappoint
ment; to the all-wise purpose of ·His Lord and Master :-

178, Ce.mberwell Grove, Nov. 29th, 1900. 

MY DEAR • FRIEND AND BROTHER 'IN THE FAITH AND FEAR OF Goo's 
ELECT,-Gra.ce and good suc_<;ess ever attend you. I hoped to be a.t ohe.pel 
on Tuesday night, but God knew what was best for all of us. When the 
doctor ea.lied to see me on Monday I was simply run down, phyeically and 
mentally. The doctor ordered me uot to read, write, nor take a book in hand. 
I was obedient and feel much better, but with the feeling that over-reading 
or study might throw me down a.ltogother. Psalm cx:n:ix. wns good to me 
this morning. The t1'llth of it quiets my mind in reference to Dalha.111 and 1111 
other affairs, which otherwise would Ba rno*disquie~ng. For more thau a. 
year l have had a feeling that God did not requite 1110 a.t Balha.m, and the 
very fow who came in to· the services gave scant encouragement for their 
continua.ace. Not forsaking the Lord to seek a. reason for discontinuing the 
services and accepting His veto put upon them, we cannot do better than 
si_ng:-

" 'Tie Jesus the· First a.ad the La.at, _ 
Whose Spirit shnll guide us se.fe home ; 

We'll pre.ise Him for eJl the.t is pa.at, 
And trust Him for e.ll that's to oome." 

I 0.111 sure it ie well that the services should termii_1a.te without any fore
well meoliag or public notice of the same. The world has its own way of 
doing things for its own pleasure, and the ways of the religious world are 
odious to me. His chastening disappointments a.re sweeter to me tho.n all the 
favours earth can grant. . 

"Spoilt by Thy smile foe all the·world, 
E'en ss ints .but weary me;. 

Love's be.oner o'er my soul unfurled 
Bids me have none but Thee." 

Balha.m-fa.rewell. " Even so Father, for so it seemed good in Thy 
eight." Love to your wife ; God bless you indeed. So prays, 

Youn1 foithfully, THOMAS J3RADBURY. 

LAST ILLNESS AND DEATH, 

About elev, n months ago, being in failing health, Mr. Bradbury 
was enjoined I o abstain from preaching for several weeks. He did so, 
and never took it up regularly again, though he has preached a few tim~s 
this yea.1·, and he administerJ the Ordinance of the Lord's Supl?er each 
month up to and inoludi11g July. He was at the Prayer-mee_trng at 7 
o'clock on the morning of the 18Lh July last (the 8Gth amuve,sary), 
when he gave a short address from Haggai ii, 5, " According to the 



310 

w~?· that _I covenanted with :you "!'lien ye came ?ut of ~gypt, so My 
spirit remameth among you: fear ye not."· .Tlus was his last public 
testimony, the close of· forty-nine years during whicli.he had u preached: 
the word" as God gave him ability and utterance ; he had been "forth 
unt) his work and tp _his-labo.ui· !'., the "evening" had come, and the 
promise was sweetly v.erified in his experience," At evening time .it shall 
be lig4t." .- 1 

• -

- . During the last few weeks his mind was blessedly- stayed on his God: 
~e longed to be gone.. To a broth;r in th_e ministry he said, " I am not 
like the Apostle Paul; '.In .a strajt betwixt two': but I am rtke him 
' having a desire to depar_t llila to be with Obrist.' " To a friend wh~ 
was much with him in . the last days he said he shoi.Ila have- liked to 
l}.av€ seen his son Pat (who is in Jamaica,) once more, and then added, 
"But; 1rnsh ! my. soul, nor <;fare repine." He also ·quoted to ·her the 
words of the Apostle John_: "Il doth not yet appear what we shall be; 
but we know'' (with muchemphhl!is on -this word) "that when He shall 
appear we shall be like Hiin,for we shall see Him as He is." - He also 
spoke of the covenant "ordered in all and sure.'' He also repeated some 
verses of Swain's hymn- • • 

" Whe.t will_ H be to dwell e.bov!I, 1-" 

and_ Toplady's words_:_ 
" :J;f s_uch ;the ·sweetness of the stream, 

. Whe.t IJDiet the fo~nte.in be I '' 

He was exceedingly weak; a11d spoke slowly and with difficulty. To 
the same friend he said: '' Why does the Lord keep me here when my 
work is done and my boiies nearly through my skin P " She said, 
" Because His time to take you has ncit come." He replied, " Yes., that's 
it; His time is the best." To anothei· friend he recalled a- service nearly 
sixty years ago, when Watts' hymn was much blessed to him, com
mencing, "Lord, I am Thine, but Thou wilt prove." He turned over 
his hymn-book and said, " This was the verse-

• 0 glorious hour I O bleat a.bode I 
I ehe.11 be near and Jik9 my God, 
And flesh e.nd sip no more control 
The se.cred plee.sures of my soul.' " 

Referring to his ministry, he_ said:." Without pride and without pre
sumption I can say I have preached· His truth." His friend _spoke to 
him of the sweet hope, in parting with dear ones, of meetmg them 
again ; he replied, " The sweet hope of that place is that we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." During his last. few hours 
he was unconscious, aad he died on Saturday, 2nd September, at 11.30 
in the morning. "Absent from the body, present" (at home) "with the 
Lord.'' 

The funeral took place on Saturday, 9th September. The service 
was condueted (at the request of Mr. Bradbury, made to him more tliau 
a year ago) by Mr. Wm. Sykes, vicar of Hillsboro', Sheffield. T~e 
first part of the service was held in Grove Chapel, and at Forest ~ill 
Cemetery, at 3.80 p.m., in a heavy downpour of rain, the mortal remams 
were committed to the gro•md, " in sure and certain hope of the resur-
rection to eternal life." . 

On the next day M:r. Sykes preached at Grove Chapel, both mornmg 
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and ,e.ve11ing, wiMi-.~pecial reference ,to the decease of the late -minister. 
These sermons-will (DiV.)shorUy be published. -
. So • passed another faithful witn~ for the • Lord to the glory 
prepared for -:hi111. '' before the ·founclation of the worlrl." Ma.y not all 
who are - spiritualJy • one with hiDl, when in the enjoym:ent of the 
co_venant realities an1 eterI,1al verities of whit;h .Thomas Bradbury· 
discoursed so eloq~ent)y and so spiritually, echo the solemn_ yet beautiful 
word,s of Dr. Watts-

"Ar'3 we not. tendi_ng upwards, too, 
As fast as time can move ? 

Balham, S.W. 

Nor would w,e wish the hours more slo,v 
That keep_ us from our' Love." 

T. J3, LOCK. 
_,:_ , •. -· I''. . , ., . , 

[The above is inserted with our sincere thanks to our esteemed friend and 
brother, Mr. Lock, as a fitting tribute to one who was so highly esteemed among 
our OVl'Il section of the Church of Christ. -EPITOB] • 

THE 8-AVIOUR P~EOIO.US. 

"Unto you, therefore,· whioh bell~ve, H~ is precious." 

DEAR Lord, how precious is Thy Name. How preoious, Lord, when in distress 
To.each believing soul; •• • We to Thy throne draw near, 

To-day-as yesterday the same, • With holy boldness for redress, 
• While endless ages roll, ·Aud fa.Ith to oalm eaoh fear. 

How_precious when, in youthfnl days, 
; Thy love Thou dost make known 

In.guiding us in all our ways 
When we approaoh Thy throne. 

How precious when, in calm delight, 
We rest in Thine embrace; 

Thy words of love dispel the night, 
And fears to hope give place. 

Coggeshall. 

Thy preoiousness what tongue can tell 
. While in this vale of tears ! 
Our spirits yearn the song to swell 
• To ev11rl11,Bting years. 

And when, 0 Lord, we gain the plaoe 
Prepared for us above 

We'll sing aloud of sovereign grace 
And of _redeeming love. 

ALICIA, 

NATURAL KINDNESS AND SPIRITUAL LovE.-Natural nffectious nre 
some of the best rags of fallen nature ; but as they are natural, they 
must not be mistaken for or coupled with the Holy Ghost. .All 
"·mortality shall be swallowed up of life" when He" who only hath im
mortality" shall "appear." Make nQt that, therefore, your celestial 
covering which is to be no mora than your grave clothes. Natural 
affections are often mistaken for the oper11tions of the Spirit of God ; 
but Christ rebuked Peter for savouring the things of men more than the 
things of God. All the affections of nature are con: ra-distinguished 
from the fruits of the spirit by One who is an infallible Judge : " That 
which is born of the flesh, is flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit, 
is Spirit. Marvel not that I said unto you, • Ye must be born again.'" 
-Huntington's Bank of Faith. 

"IN" heaven we shall either forget our sorrow, or view it through 
such a softening medium that the recollection will cause no grief. But 
we shall never forget His sorrows. Our joy, full and comprehensive as it 
will be, will never drown the remembrance of what He endured in His 
wonderful love for us."-John Hazelton. 
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A LITTLE LEARNIN? IS A DANGEROUS THING.-:- This pithy 
sent~n?C of the poet,_ Popes, applies to ~e!1 who preach. Simple-hearted 
Chnst1acs are sometimes ensnarep. by m1msters who have.a little insight 
into the letter of the Gospel, nnd now and then proclaim the truth about 
so,ereign election, the love of Chri,t in His personal redemption of Bis 
people, and so on ; while the bent of thetr confused testimony redly 
fa Yours error. Their little knowledge of covenant truth makes their 
testimony all the more delusive and d ,ngerous. Incompetent apother
caries, unskilled surgeons, or bad lawyers are most injurioas to the com
~unity. Their shallo'Y leuui1;1g inspires coafidenc~, w:iile their great 
ignorance lead!! them mto serious blunders. So with many ministers 
11fter whom silly C~ri_sti~ns are prone ~ run .. Ther rai.l at popery, 
they cry down Armimanll!m, they declaim agamet legality, but· the 
truth in its nnctious power thef know nothing aoout. • 

PRIDE IN MINISTERS.-" If \fe preachers get proud, worldly, and 
lifeless, we generally fall into die-esteem with the most lively Christiane ; 
and if the presence of God doth not keep up our reputation among the 
(truly) righte:ms (and sp'ritually-mindel) onea, we generally begin to 
undermine the reputation of those who cleave more closely to God than 
ourselves, and endeavour to establish a· character [for ourselves] upon 
the ruin of other men's reputations; and while we are carrying on this 
business, God eets others to undermine ours. 'As ye met0

, so shall it be 
measured to you again.' Thie is God's balancE ; and this also is the 
wise man's appeal to conscience: 'Take no heed unto all the words 
that are spoken lest thou heat· thy servant curse [that is vilify J thee; 
for oftentimes, also, thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise 
hast cursed [traduced, or vilified] others.' "-Huntington's Bank of 
Faith. 

THE COMPLEXITY OF CHRIST RENDERR HIM "ALTOGETHER 
LOVELY.''-We need in the great Person who saves, governs, influences, 
and guide3 us, and in whose bleBSed presence we hope to .dwell, all the 
excellencies of Deity, ani all the pet'fection of humanity. It is His com
plexity which renders Him the " altogether lovely " One to our ~earts. 
Abstract Deity, I <lo not think it would be correct _to describe as 
"altog~ther lovely.'' Were Christ a mere man and noLhmg m,re,_ ho"'.
ever great and high He might be in glory llnd office, I do not thmk it 
woul1 be quite correct to s:1.y that " He is altogether lovely." Ob~erv_e, 
then, that all human beauties and all Divine glories unite and shine m 
the glorious person of our great Lord."-John Hazelton. 

WEALTHY PROFESSORS' DUBIOUS BLESSINGS.-" Give me, Raid a 
\I orthy Pastor, a Church composed of many poor members rather than a 
fe1v rich ones. A new, cri8p five-pound note given by a wealthy hearer 
Feems p•eferable to a hundred greasy shillings contributed by humble 
f1iends-but it r<1rely protea so. The bank-note represents but one 
individual who may Lnrn out to be an autocratical pa~ron, or even a 
dictatorial domineering Diotrephes. The hundred shillings stand for a 
goodly 11dmber of humb'.e but honest friends.''-Related by Israel 
Atkinson. 

"Gou MAY IN His W1snoM INDULGE some of His children, but 
He never spoils any of them."-Bedtlingjield. 
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LONG-LOVED LYRICS.-No. 6, 
. A RAY OF LIGHT IN MIDNIGHT DARKNESS. 

fly MRS. STURTON. 

" THE sun bad gone down and ball .left we in darkness, 
As cheerleae a.nd ·gloomyas illidnight-to prove 

My spirit still pantin~ and longing and looking 
To see my dear Jesus, and fe/Lft on His love. 

I feared for·mer comforts might prove a delusion 
Not blrn of the Spirit, and carnd their end; 

Yet ventured o.nQe more, 'mi_dst distress and coufu,ion, 
To seek' the Beloved' and hope Him my Friend. 

I cried, 'Speak; 0 speo.li: ! to my l&ngoishing spirit ; 
Prolong not a silence so deathlike to me ! 

Apply to my heart Thy all-prevalent merit, 
And help me, dear Jesu~, to triumph in Thee. 

'I'm helpless and vile, nor a moment would venture 
To seek or expect any other retreo.t ; 

My heart is with Thee ; all my hopes in Thee. centre, 
And if I must perish, I'll die ~t Thy feet.' 

To .prove Himself gracious no longer He waited, 
But strenghtened my faith on His promise to rest ; 

He said, 'Though I try thee, My love's not abated ; 
I'm Jesus, the Faithful, and ~~ou sh&lt be bless'd. 

'To show that My counsel's above··a.u mutation, 
Behold, I have deigned to coofkm it by oath, 

That those who have fled to My wounds for salvation 
Might strong consolal;:ion experience by both.' 

Here, Lord, let me live in the prospect of sorrow, 
Recline on the boRom of Cllvena.nt Love ; 

Committing to Thee all l.lfo" illreB oT to~morrow, 
Rejoicing in hope of _the glory o.b?ve. 

Should Death be at hand, then I'll riot fear undressing, 
But cheerfully throw off my garments of clo.y ; 

To yield up my breath is a Covenant blessing, 
Since Jesus to glory through Death led the way.'' 
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-The Gospel Stnndai·d, Jan, 1st, 1858. 

These touching lines express what the writer has himself frequently 
experienced; for he is a lonely pilgrim, who, perforce, "travels much by 
night." 

It is suggested, but we think wronglr, that these lines form the original 
of "The Song of the Well-Beloved," which is the subject of the Articles 011 

pages 153 a.ad 154 of this Volume. That is given in Stevens' Hymn Book 
as having been written in 1808. This first appeared at the above, for later, 
time ; and will, we think, as a litemry p1·od11ctio11, be considered inferior 
to the former one. 

It is understood that &fter Mra . . Sturton's death, at a great ago, in 185G, 
the manuscripts of a number of original hymns were found among her 
papers. These were pas11ed on to Mr. Philpot for insertion in his Magazine, 
in which several appeared in 1857 and 1858 as by Mrs. A. Storton(?) . 

There is certainly a similarity between the last verae given o.bove and 
the one which we cited as having been quoted by Mr. Spurgeon and Mr. G. 
,v. Shepherd. That, as our readera .nay remember, ran thue :-

" And when I'm to die I'll not fear undressing, 
Nor dread through the valley of shadows to go ; 
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To die in the Lord is il coveQant blessing,· 
Norwill_He forsake me. Ah! never·; _oh·! no." 

This, while richer and fuller than the other, is, in one line, more accurate. 
"To yield up one's breath'' -e.t death j~ • not a covenant blessing, but a 
succumbing to the sentence pronounced by God on all Qlen for 11in. " To 
die in the Lord'' is. however, the s_pecial _privilege of all His redeemed ones 
a priYilege of the Covenant which He ",ratified with blood.'' ' 

May b?th the reader_ and t~e writer.be delivered from the ~ting and fear 
of death ID the last d1stressmg hour, and permitted " to go through the 
"alley of shadows" withont;fe!LT ! • • 

HUNTINGTON ON THE CHURCH SERVICE,--'-''.J went to a Church, but 
could not join in the praye1·s. H appeared shocking to me for people in 
Egyptian darkness to sing tbat their ' eyes had seen the Lord's ~alva
tion,' for graceless souls to pray God 'no~ to take His holy Sµirit from 
them,' for self-righteous Pharisees to call themselves ' miserable sinners.' 
for haters of God and godliness to pray for ' their -persecutors and 
slanderers,' and for spiritual criminals to tell God that His ' service is 
perfect freedom.' The whole Fervice appeared a string of ·contradictions, 
and nothing less than a solemn mockery of God Almighty;'' 

THE WEALTHY A.RE OFTEN OsTENTA.CIOUB GIVERS.'-" I h~ve 
found among the rich professors _that I have known, that they expended 
tbe greatest part of the bounties bestowed on them by Providence in 
support of their own humours, their bigotry, their prejudices, and their 
personal honour. Too often they were most liberal where their liberality 
was received by those of dignity, and where it :was to appear in pr,nt." 
" Bank of Faith.''-Huntington. 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

Th£ Story nf th£ English Baptists, by 
J. C. Carlile, ot Folkestone. J, 
Clarke and Oo., :So. 13, Fleet Street, 
Three shillings and sixpence net. 

(BECOND NOTIOB), 

IN our last, we warmly commended this 
-instructive and interesling volume, 
while venturing to point out a few par
ticulars in which, as we thought, it 
might be improved. 

To yet another of these we would now 
claim attention. We submitted tbat the 
author of a " History of the Baptists " 
should abstain from giving unfair 
prominence to the Section of tbe De
nomination to which he happons to 
belong, and guard againet unduly 
lavouring the tenets which are peou liar 
to it. This to his oredit, Mr. Car
lile bas etri ven to do, though his theo
logical bias at liwes seem, to have 
induced him to omit due reference t.o 

worthy and weighty Chrietio.ns, who 
certainly claimed honourable mention. 

He is aware, for instance, of tbo 
existence of Sabbatarian or Seventh-clay 
Baptists (page 137), whose record ae " 
bo:ly is modt interesting.· They have 
maintained their peculiar position with 
the utmost fidelity r.nd courage. They 
opened their chapelinMiII Yard, ~b_itc
cllepel, on SundaJS for the religious 
instruction of the poor, long bP.fore our 
Sunday Scbools were thought of. 1'bey 
endured cruel persecutions for rigbteous
neH' sake. Many of their ministers were 
devout and learned men. They, there
fore, sh.,uld certainly have been noticed 
in this volume. 

We aleo think that our author should 
have allotted a little space to those 
Christians whose views on Doctrine an<l 
Church Order have for so many y£Br8 

been advocated in the Gospel Standa~d 
aod in this Magazine. Hie "aprrec1a-
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tion" of the .latii: James Wells is; we 
a,dmjt, just and generous, 11,nd we thank 
him for it; but of the people t-J whom 
this great preacher deemed It an hononr 
to belong, he gives no information. 
: In the •eighteenth century there were 

two recognieed'bodies In the Denomina
tion, which ran in confluent streams, and 
were known :as· the Particular and the 
Gen,e,ral sections of the one Denomina
tion. These terms referred to the view 
entertained of the Redemption of Chl,ist 
-- the one section holding this to have 
been for His people ooly, the other that 
it waa a ransom for the entire human 
race. This central position affected the 
views 9f both 1eclions on many other 
question■. In a word, the "Particulars" 
w~e Calvinists, the "Generals " semi
Pelegians, or Arminians. 

The Calvinism of the " Particulars " 
wa1 largely that of Tobias Crisp, as ex
pounded in the Commentary and the 
Body of Divinity of Dr. Gill. It iP, not 
very gracefally, designated "a paralysing 
creed" by Mr. Carlile tpage 174), though 
there is reaaon to concede that the 
Churches whiob then held it, tvinced but 
very little evangelical activity. To the 
ardent apirit of Andrew . Fuller, this 
apathy was most distreasing; and he 
determined to awaken his section of the 
Denomination to renewed eamestness. 
This he beliend would be accomplished 
by substituting a modified form of Bax
terianism for the system to wt,ich he 
attribnted so much evil. A&suming that 
the full-orbed Gospel, in which grace is 
eJ:alted from first to IHt, precludes 
spiritnal earnestneBB and the delivery 
of the whole message ol the Bible to 
the unregenerate (which we emphatically 
deny), he issued his "Gospel Worthy of 
all Acceptation," in which he plen<ls that 
the pardon of siu should be offered to 
all meu; whoae natural and legal duty it 
is to accept it, and believe in Christ to 
the aa.ving of their aoula, He thus, 
as onr author conceives, '' provided a. 
reasonable way of escape from tha.t ultra
Calvir.ism whiah, though often repre
sented by men of saintly character, was 
as a sepulchre, wherein compassion and 
z~al for the souls of men gave place to 
the corruption of morbid self-deprecia
tion and soured sympathiea" (page 
193). 

Fuller'• success, however, wa.s not so 
great as Mr, Carlile supposes. Able men 
opposed him in his life-'.ime. John 
Btevena's elaborate "Help for the Dis
ciples of Emmanuel," written after his 
death, remains unanswered to this day. 

Fuller relied too much on metaphysi-

cat subtl11tles • and paid too. · little 
deference to. the .. plain meaning of the 
Wor\l, o~ God. He had a powerfµI_ mind, 
but his ·range .of thought .WRS very 
limited. He wu, therefore, styled "a. 
giant with abort arms." 

"ANTS Fullerite divinity," a~ Sp11r
geon happily styled it, is not, ·u Mr. 
.C<1rlile seems to think, all but defun~. 
It bas still devoted ·adheren1s among 
a section of the Baptists which he 

- ignores. • 
These also are largely Strict Baptiste, 

wqo adhere to the ancient- practice ,of .the 
Cliurcbea in relation to the table of the 
L-ord. Here again our anthor'e reticence 
i_s curions .. ,:le-justly eulogises Robert 
Hall, ·• the Cbrysostom of the English 
pulpit." Upon the controversy between 
this great man and Joseph Kinghorn on 
the terms of Communion be ie, however, 
absolutely silent. He, moreover, does 
nr,t mention the Norwich Chapel case of 
18ijl, in which it wee decided that it ia 

: legally right-on the ground of the 
technical llleaning of a theol0gical term 
-to u~e a pl_ace of worship for purposea 
which would have been deemed not 
simP.1,70 wrong, but most objectionable, by 
those who~e money erected it, and wh,1 
thst worshipped within ita walls, 
_ Thus, while ample apace in tl,is long 

"story" is found for Edmund Burke 
and his c:loquenoe, for Dobney and his 
cb11nge of creed,and for the lady wb 1 "was 
tapped for the dropay sixty-six times" 
(pl!.ge 167), the Strict and Po.rticular 
Baptists as a people are passed without 
notice, ,md such • saintly aud distin-

, gui1hed men as John Church, Richard 
Burnhe.m. John Stevens, John Andrews 
Jones, J. 0. Philpot, M.A,, \\"illtam 
Palmer, George Wright (the father of Dr. 
W. A. Wright, the well-known philolo-_ 
gist and critic), .Tohn Hazelton, William 
Gad~by, and others, are omitted ns too 
insignificant to be recorded. 

Our brother, the author, hails from 
our own College, a.nd is still e. member 
of the Conference. He, therefore, when 
admitted, assured our President of his 
Rdh~rence to Calvinistic Divinity, and 
received a gratuitous theological educa
tion on this understandir•g. Yet he 
commends John Foster for "refusing to 
hold any opinion which co11ld not stnnd 
tl'te test of reason,'' and "for making the 
old dogma. of the eternal physical torment 
of the ,vicked, impossible for intelli
gent men'' (pa.ge 199), Rev, H. H, Dab
ney, and Dr. S. Coi: are also eulo~il!ed as 
"' path-find era' in theolo11y, for advo
ca.ting I he i Jea of a posthumous salva-

- tion or' the larger hope• which hl\s found 
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permanent expression in Tennyson's• 

• Mr. Carlile can hardly· be oerions in 
c:illing, the "la Memoriam" Tennyson's 
c1'lld when he himsel[ characterises it as 
"wild and wandering cries,.COlj"FUSIONS of 

a wasted youth.'' • 'l'ennyeon as a poet ie 
admirable; e.s a theologian he is utterty un
reliable, and should never be cited as a.n 
au1hority on religious subjects. The theory 
of "posthumous salvation" gains no sup
port from citations from bis writings. 

creed (sic)" (page 273). From these 
and other expressions we may 'infer 
where he personally stands in relation 
to the revealed truth of God ; e.nd why 
certain other things in tho way both of 
assertions and omissions are so palpa
bly aod painCully evident to primitive 
Baptists, whose bee.rt-cry is, " I have 
~tuck unto Thy testimoniea: 0 Lord put 
me not to shame,," 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

COLCHESTER (ST. JOHN'S GREEN). 
-On Tuesday evening, September 5th, 11, 

special meeting or the members of the 
Church and congregation was held for 
the purpose or bidding farewell to Mr. 
David Flavel, who recently re~igned 
the pastorate of the St. J ohn'd Green 
Cbnrch. The chair was taken by 
brother W. E. Tharrington, who was 
@npported by brethren H. S. Dennis 
(Church secretary), A. Chaplin (deacon) 
and A. I. List (treasurer). Arter the 
bin~ing of an appropriate hymn and 
the re .. ding or " buitable portion of 
Soriptnre and prayer, the Chairman, in 
a brief opening address, remarked that 
we were constantly subj eat to changes 
-eornetimes pleasant, sometimes un
pleasant-but the Cburch'd oonaolation 
was that He who id the great Hee.d of 
the Ctiurcb never changes. He was· 
.persuaded that among the gree.teat and 
ohoiceat of blessings that ce.n come to 

'&lll' Christian Church is that of a faith
ful, devoted and godly pastor. He very 
much regretted personally-and he 
knew that regret was shared by the 
majority of our Church and congrega
tion-that Mr. Flavel, after having 
sustained the pastorate for some seven 
years, should have felt it imperative to 
resign, th ns rendering it necessary to 
hold this farewell meeting. He was 
certain all present would look be.ck 
upon hie seven yea.re' work with mao.b 
pleasure and thaukfulneee. He hoped 
that very speedily another door of 
uaetul service wonld be opened, and 
the.t he would be able clee.rly to dis
cover the Divine leading in reference to 
it. The memberE of the Church and 
congregation he.d nlpted in ord~ that 
both himself and Mn. Flavel D1ight 
carry away with them some token of 
their appreoie.tion of themselves e.nd 
their work amongst them, and he had 
much pleasure in asking Mr. H. S. 
Dennis to make the presentation. Mr. 
Dennis then, in brief but well-chosen 
worde, made reference to the pastoral 
work of Mr. Flavel and to the valuable 
assistance rendered by Mrs. Fle.vel, and 
then asked Mr. Fl.&vel to accept in the 

ne.me of the Chuzoh and congregation 
and on babe.If of himself and his wire' 
a clock, which he hoped would snffl~ 
to help them both to remeizber their 
old friends at· Colchester and to assure 
himself the.t the good service he had 
rendered he.d not been in ve.in. After 
short addresses from brethren Allen 
and' ~uckingha!U, M~. Flavel, in 
accepting the gift, su1te.bly replied, 
and stated·, as yet, he kn'ew not whe.t 
the Lord's will in respect to himself 
we.e, but ·he was prayerfully watching 
and we.iting; meanwhile, he wished 
the Cburoh e.t St. John's Green mnoh 
blessing and prosperity. Upwards of 
ninety years this Cause has been 
establiAhed, e.nd, in common with me.ny 
other sister Churches, has experienced 
many changes and had me.ny diffioul
ties to surmount. There is reason to 
believe that a rumour is now in oironla
tion to the effeat that this Churab has 
oee.aed to be a Strict Baptist Chnroh, 
and lest ~uoh 11, rumour should act to 
the detriment of this Church, and more 
particularly so to Mr. Flavel, who is 
now at liberty and willing to serve any 
Churches needing a supply, and who 
may be disposed to seek hiA services, we 
desire to say there is absolutely no 
foundation for such a rumour. 

OXFORD ROAD. (PROVIDENOE).
The forty-sixth anniversary services in 
connection with the opening of this 
chapel were held on Wednesday, 
August 16th, what Mr. M. Tryon, of 
Stamford, preached in the afternoon 
and evening. la the afternoon our 
brother read l John i., and his 
text was taken from Rom. v. 8. In his 
disoourae he showed us tbe.t there is 
nothing in us to merit the love of God, 
but that it is absolutely a free and 
sovereign gift. The evening service we.• 
opened with hymn 750 (Ge.daby'a), and 
Mr, Tryon spoke from the words in 
James i. 25. 'fee. we.s provided at 4.-15, 
at which a goodly number or friends 
were present. It was very gre.tifying 
to see with us several friends from :.. 
distance and to renew old acquaint· 
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anoes. We de~ire to thank the friends 
for their generosity in enabling us to 
entirely wipe out a defioit on the 
ohapel lands of over £10 10~., which is 
very encouraging both to uur dear pas
tor (Mr. J. Lambourne) and to all con
nected with the Church. We pray that 
God'• richeet bleaeing may rest upon the 
services of the day, whilst we would 
thank and praise Him for all His 
lovingkindness unto us thua far. 

meeting was presided over lly Mr. 
Chisna.lJ, who we.a supported by Mr. C. 
Bloy (of Broadsta.ird), ~lr. H. W. Mobbs 
(Southend), Mr. A. Li"ence (of Batter
sea.), and the stewards and officers of 
the Church. A new •ite he.a been 
obtained in the The.net-road, on which 
it is proposed to build a uew and larger 
place of worship. Funds are neede.d to 
begin the work and to inaugurate a 
reg-nlar pastorate, and efforts are being 
mo.do. to attain that end, 

PRITTLEWELL, SOU fHEND-ON-
SEA (PROVIDENCE, EAST STREET).- STAPLEFORD. - Over four years 
On Sunday, August 27th, 1901>, the· .,a.go our fri~nds in connection with 
fifty-first anniversuy of the formatio,n, .. ~hiM se,nctuo.ry •Ugl(ested ·one to another 
of the Church wa.s .celebrated. Pastor tha,.t the time 1,ac1 arrived when eome 
Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, London,· bett.er sea.ta should be provided. At the 
preached both morning and evening- early po.rt of 1!105 they made a move in 
with much accepta.nce_. ·0;11 Wlldn11sda.y-, thJ~ d\rection. Some six: or eight. su_b
August· 3Qth, p~etor -~IAAhr_ll ~a.in s~r1ptlOn oards were pr_epared. W1t~10 
preo.cbed 1n tjie a.Jtern.00# 1• ii: a,.,f,uU six; .mo11ths subecript1ons from krnd 
congreg:r:tion·: tfth'.the iiervtoe,a.aooial: ,11Jmpa.t,hieere realised about £45. The 
tea was held, '' Tp_e, .'lfjo.blfo ·meeting. ,re-seating- and renovation of the chapel 
commencea·a£6~1'1?, Prl!Bide«l"ov,er }ly.,F. a)ld .vestry was estimated to cost £50. 
T. Newman, Esq. 'P~s·tors Mitchell ·(of 'fhe - work was aooomplished-a day 
Chadwellistreet), • ·Bonlton (Chelms• f\xed for reopening the ohapel. Mr. 
ford), H.J. Ollley (We,t Ham) an\l Mr. Jull was engaged to p~ea.oh th~ ~ervioes 
H. D. Mobb9 (Southend) addressed the on.Au.gust 24th, but md1spos1t1on pre
m~eting_.· The coll11ction was good, a.ud 'Vented him _being present. Mr. D. J. 
will be devoted to tqe enla.rgement of Nor.thfield kindly took Mr. Jull'apla.ce. 
the chapel, f9r which there is great It was o. good day. Exoellent sermons; 
need. • mapy kmd friends from Cambridge 

MARGATE.-The thirtieth anniver
sary services were oondnoted at Mount 
Ephmim Baptist Church, Tbo.net-road, 
Margate, on Sunda.y, August 27th, bv 
Mr. W. Chisnall, of Guildford, who 
preached in the evening from St. 
Luke .viii. 48, "He &.'\id uuto her, 
Daughter, be or good oomfurt: thy 
faith bath made thee whole; go in 
peace." It was somewhat strange, ho 
observed, from the humo.n standpoint 
that Christ wa.s found to bless one 
while on the way to bless anothor. In 
this partioubr oaeo they were oon
fronted with one or those very wonder
ful manife@tations of powor, in which 
thia womnn was healed by touohing 
Christ's g1\fment, and led Him to ex, 
olaim tho.t virtue had g-one out of Hiru. 
It was not true that God only helped 
tho~e who helµed themsel.-es, for it was 
the prh ilel(e of the Go,pel to help the 
helµlees. To those who were unoerte.in 
and thoso who hnd no hope the mes,a.ge 
was given that they mig-ht have cm
eolation and support. He had reau 
numerous recently-published works on 
faith, and had been more in 11, muddle 
o.t the end than he was e.t the begin
ning, and they W\lre unable to suffi
ciently realise its purport until they 
saw its power in all .its wonderrul 
simµlioity wtien a helplesa person, 
vexed with a. disease or Joni!' standing, 
bad fu.ith and was healed. He had not 
grasped faith yet except in that par
ticular. On Monday evening a puhlio 

came over to help and heo.r, and the 
oolleotious were good. The friends are 
heartily thanktul to God and to 
g-enerous friends for helping them to 
olea.r off all expenses. At tue end of 
the day we gratefully sang '' Praise 
God from Whom all blessings flow."
H. E. SADLER. 

DUNMOW (THE ARK).-On Lord's• 
day,.· September 4th, ·, harvest thanks
giving oervices were held, Mr. A. Baker, 
uf Stisted, being the preaoher. The 
congreg1\tions were fairly good. The 
reo.aerA of this magazine will remember 
that yeard a.go reµorts from thi• little 
U11.use from time to time appeared when 
it was without µa.star or deuoone, and the 
then editor, the late Mr. Jla.uks, u,ed to 
speak of it o.s the Ark a.ud the Jlell. 
Well, the bell ha.a long- einue been tukon 
home, but the Ark rewo.ine. Person
&11)', we are glad to see the oleo.n a.nd 
oomrorto.ble e.p!Jeumnoo Lf the Ark. 
For •ome year• past the Lord has 
blessed them with a pastor in brother 
Price, and ulsu deacons, and we are 
tba.uklul that the place is fairly well 
utteuded. Muy the Lord, who has 
•usto.ined and blest us hitherto, con
tinue His blessing, is the pmyerful 
desire of-lNTEl!ESTED. 

BROCKLEY.-In days like these, 
when ritualism 1, prevalent in our 
villages and tho cry of the priest is 
'· Give me th•J children," we f~el that 
the Sundo.y-echool is an iw1,orta.nt 
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institution. The teachers in the Sunday
school in this place were greatly 
cheered by the presence of numerous 
friends at their annivereary services on 
July 23rd. Three good eermons were 
preached by Mr. A. Merling, a former 
pastor ~t Brockley. We were favoured 
with good congregations and collec
tions, and the hymns and anthems 
were heartily sung, one piece being 
that composed for the first anniversary 
by the late Cornelius Elvin. We were 
much encouraged by theee services to 
press forward. 

NORTHAMPTON (PBOVIDENCE).
A very happy day was spent on Aug. 27, 
being the occasion ot our Sunday
sohool anniversary. Paetor H. S. 
Boulton, of Chelmsford, spoke en
couragiug words in the morning and 
also in the evening. During the after
noon an address to the teachers and 
children was given, being based upon 
the word "Home "-home of happiness; 
open door to the home; mercy is found 
there ; and the home is eternal. The 
Lord bas graciously blessed us during 
the past year, and to many this day wa~ 
a crowning day-a joyful day. 

"Thus, L,rd, Thy we.ii ing servants ble•s 
And crown our lab.Jurs witb suc:cess.' 

We still look up, feelini:r assured we 
have been helped by His almighty 
hand, 

"Whila we still continue here, 
Let thi• hope onr spirits cheer; 
Ti,l in heo.ven Tby foce we ,ee, 
Teach us, Lord, to live to Toee." 

E. H. 

WANDSWORTH (WEST HILL).
S pecial harvest tbanksgi ving services 
were held here on Lord's-day, Sept. 17, 
when our p.~stor was greatly helped to 
preach two earnest and appropriate 
discourses to n.ttentive and apprecio.tive 
congregations. Special hymns were 
sung, and untherns rendered with good 
taste and effect by the choir, under the 
leadership of deacon Drane. The ser
vices were continued on the following 
Tuesday, when a goodly number of 
frieude aseem bled at the tea tables, 
which were decorated with a bountiful 
supply of flowers as well as provisions 
of refreshment. At half-past six the 
oba.ir we.• taken by our friend and 
brother Goodly. After singing and 
reading the Word, brother Po.Imer 
sought the Divine presence and blessing 
upon all pre~ent. The Cho.irmau, in a 
few well-chosen and timely rernarke, 
o.,fiured us of the unabated pleasure it 
affurded him to be with us, especially 
to bear that the work of the Lord we.I! 
prospering in our midst. It cheers my 
heart to bear t'iat your dear pastor and 
bis g:>od wife are both engaged in con• 
d ucLrng Bible-classed for young men and 
women, and to I< nuw that th<'y nre so 

well attended. I am sure I bid them 
God-speed in such Obrist-like work. 
Good, sound spiritual addrc~ees were 
given by brethren Galley and Hutchin
son, ea.oh in bis own oraer, which were 
highly appreciated by the largest 
gathering we have seen for many 
yea.re. We regretted the absence o( 
brother Burrows. Through his absence 
our pastor had to give us an addres~ 
which at our public meetings be seldoo{ 
does. The collections, which will be 
divided between the Aged Pilgrim•' 
Society and our Church funds, amounted 
to £ll. After votes of thanks a very 
happy service closed by singing the 
Doxology and prayer by the oaairman. 
"Praise ye the Lord." 

F AR~HAM (PABK•LANE),-Services 
in connection with the pastor's first 
anniversary were held on Wednesday, 
August 16th, when two eermone were 
preached by Mr. J, Clark, of Betbnal 
Green. Our brother took his text in 
the afternoon from Psalm ovi. 44, 45. 
We were led to consider-first, That the 
covenant still exists ; secondly, The 
covenant still abides iu Hie remem
brance ; and, lastly, If God remembera 
His covenant let us remember also. It 
proved to be a season of refreshing from 
the Lord. About 45 sat down to tea. 
In the evening the subjeot was Luke 
xxiv. 50, 51. First, The place from 
whenoe our Lord ascended; secondly, 
The act in which He was enga.ged; and, 
thirdly, The station to which he was 
exalted. As we look through the year 
pa.et we feel we oan truly say the Lord 
has been our Helper, and that Hie 
work hn.s been going on in our midst 
slowly but mrely. One has been added 
to the Church during the year; no 
losses sustained; n, missionary spirit 
has been introduced, a.nd boxes placed 
among some of th1:1 younger one~, which 
we pray may have good results We 
desire to record God's faithfulness in 
supplying our need, relying upon Him 
for grnoe to be given, and that it ml\y 
be very manifest that our labours in 
ttie Lord are not in vain. Not unto us, 
but to Thy name we give the pmise. 
-H. J, PARKER, 

YATELEY (CRICKET HILL).-Anni• 
vereo.ry services in connection with 
above co.use were held on Bank Holiday, 
Angust 7th, when two ~ermons were 
preo.ched by Mr. Burgess, of Clifton, 
Beds. The a[ternoon subject was taken 
from Psalm cxix, ll7, when we were 
led to consider-fir•t, The posture indi• 
oated: secondly, The peril; thirdly, 
The Preserver; fourthly, The pmyer; 
and, fifthly, The promise. During the 
interval about fifty sat down to tea. 
In the evening our brother took Deut. 
xniii. ~7. Aftcr dwelling on the 
attributes of God, viz., etorual, living, 
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holy, almighty, wise, loving, graoioue, 
and merciful, we were led to consider:
first, The believer's safety-having a. 
Refuge, God Himself ; secondly, The 
believer's support-the unwearied arms; 
and, thirdly, The believer's succes~, as 
shown in the close of the verse, It 
proved to be a good time to ma.ny, 
and served to bring to memory like 
seasons already passed, proving that 
our covenant God still remembers Zion, 
and visits her from time to time.-ONE 
WHO WAS THERE. 

YARMOUTH.-On August 18th was 
celebrated the 31Bt anniversary of the 
Church at Yarmouth. Good congrega
tions were present on Sunday, when Mr. 
Dixon preached two excellent sermons. 
On the following day Mr. Dykes, of 
Norwich, was much helped in proclaim
ing the Gospel from 2 Cor. xii. 9. 011r 
brother Dixon kindly presided over the 
evening meeting, and after the hymn 
"Kindred in Obrist" bad been s110g, he 
read Pea. lxi. 62. Mr, Horrell sought 
God's bleBBing on the meeting, after 
which the Chairman eltpressed gratit11de 
for the mercies enjoyed, and gave eome 
profit.able words on the three great facts 
- salvation by grace, atonement by 
blood, and regeneration by the Holy 
Ghost, Mr. Sapey followed with a good 
address foonded on A.ots xx. 28 ; after 
which our esteemed friend, Mr, Beding
field ga.ve a word of exhortation, and 
Mr. Dykes spoke well opon the apostle's 
declaration," I believe God." Arter tbe 
oolleotion had been taken, Mr. Benton, 
on behalf of the ladies' working party, 
handed in the ~um of £10 12d. Gd. 
Several of the lady friends had made 
and dieposed of garments, and this was 
the resolt of their labour of love. 
lnoloding this a.mount, the total ool
leotions amounted to £21 2~. 3d., for 
which our pastor (Mr. Muskett) re
turned his hearty thanks. 

M.A..S.B.O. SUNDAY SCEIOOL 
COMMITTEE. 

A CONFERENCE was held at Zion, New 
Cro,s, on August 31st, 1905 when -a 
p_a.per was given by 1mstor W. H. Rose, 
Woolwioh; subject, "The lafl.uenoe or 
Experiencennd Character on Teaching." 
F. J. Catuhpole, E~q, ooonpied tbe oha.ir. 
The paper was very muoh appreciated. 
We are more than ~atisfied with the 
suooeso of the Young People's Mission 
Hymn Book.-THOB. R. LOOSLEY, Hon. 
Seo., Southwood-road, New Eltha.m. 

TOLLINGTON PARK (ZoAR).-On 
the 10th and 12th September services in 
oonneotion with the twenty-eighth 
anniversary were held. Mr. Geo. Savage 
preached on the Sunday in the morning 
and evening from Psa. cvii. l-3, when 
we were favoured with good congrega
tions. On the following Tuesday, Mr. 

Mutimer preached from Rom. viiL 29. 
After the social meal, Mr. Rondell pre
sided over a public meeting. In opening 
the meeting the Chairman read Psalm 
xlvi , and commented thereon to our 
profit, and the Divine blessing we.s 
sought by brother Sandell. One of the 
dos.cons then made e. statement in 
reference to the past year's work; after 
which eiifying addresses were given by 
Mr. Andrews from Dan. xi. 2, and Mr. 
Peacock from Psa. xiv. 2. Doring the 
evening e. presentation was made to 
two of our friends a.a e. wedding gift. 
Collections were good, e.ud we thank 
the Lord for His goodnese.-H. M. 

ACTON.-Harvest tbe.nkegiving ser
vices were held on September 12, when 
Mr. ,James E. Flegg preached e. sermon, 
which was appreciated by the friends 
present, on Divine faithfulness. Alter 
tee. a publio meetiu~ was held under the 
presidency of Mr. Vinall. Prayer having 
been offered by Mr, Goodenongb, and a 
portion of Scripture rea.d, the Chairman 
made some appropriate praotic1.l re
marks. Addresse~, which e.ppes.red to 
be enjoyed by the friends present, were 
given by Mr. Goodenough from Jer. v. 
3-!; Mr. Loosely on "Be ye faithful" ; 
Mr. Baker on " Sowing and reaping" ; 
and Mr. J.E. Flegg on" Gleaning.'' 

PORTSMOUTH. 
ON Lord's-day,Sept. 17tb,it was our joy 
tu listen to 011r old and esteemed 
brother, James Aylinll', exalt our 
gracious Lord and Master, basinit his 
remarks in the morning on Pdalm 
lxvi. 8, 9. 

In the evening, the preacher based bis 
remark• on Exodus xxxiii. 18, 19. !Ie 
spoke of God'~ precious promise to His 
ancient people and bow His oovene.nt 
relationship with ma.n, the Cburob, in 
a.II ages through His doar S,m wn.s etill 
being fulfilled, and espeoia.lly so in our 
oase as a Cburob. It is impossible to 
give o. sense of the fervour with wbioh 
our dear brother exalted bis Lord o.nd 
ourP, but suffl.ue it to say be finished by 
saying he believed our God, who had 
left us a seed and still bad H i6 witnes~es, 
would still go on and ble•s UR and in
crease UK with men like e. flock. 
MONDAY'S TEA AND PUDLIO MEl!:TING, 

A substantial tea wns provided by 
our Sisters Mesdames Barnett, Spratt, 
Goodman. Merritt, nnd Woetbrook, 
whiob reflected great oredit on all. 'fhe 
tables looked vory pretty. 

After tea the meeting was presided 
over by our brother, dee.con O. W. 
Spratt, who opened with a few hearty 
words of weloome and the singing of 
hymn 1,005 (Gadsby's), "Oome let us 
join our cheerful songs," and reading 
the 45th Pdalm. Brother C. A. Priobnrd 
led us to the throne of gro.oe. 
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The Secretary read the ,report, 
which wae a very encouraging one. It 
spoke of an increased congregation and 
Sunday-sobool; many of the elder 
scholars were present, to whom 
encouraging words were addressed. 

Our finances were not good, but we 
believe we shall be in this position as 
long as we have the debt remaining, 
We had recently appealed in the •·E. V. 
and G. H.," and began to fear we should 
not rea.1 ize the cost of the advertise
ment, but God, who is better than all 
our fearP, had inclined Hie people to 
send us :£5 13s. in reply to_ thie appeal, 
The overdraft a.t bank, where our deeds 
are depositi;d, cost us :£15 9a. 51. for in
terest and bank charges; but owing to 
the loyal support of some of our mem
bers by weekly donations to this fund 
we bad 1,aid it :i.ll and had :£4 4s. 7d. 
balance off the debt a.s well from this 
source, so thut, together with the :£5 133, 
mentioned a.bove, we e.-re :£9 17s. 7d. less 
in debt than thio time la.et year. 

Our organ fund uow stands at :£8, a.e 
against :£3 last year. 

.A.DDRESSES. 

Brother J. D.t.nn, of Ea.~tleigh, 
addressed the meeting from Gen. xii. 52. 
He , .. id : Althuugh J oseµh dreamed tha.t 
a.II his brethren should bow down to 
him, yet he ha.d to be afflicted before 
entering into the blessing. Though the 
chief butler forgot him, yet his God did 
not; He brought him out, and put him 
fir et in a.11 the land a.fter Pharaoh. 

Brother Ayling spoke from the words, 
"Sought out, a. city not forsnken." He 
said: I've been thinkinl!' what a Gospel 
Church is. It is a company of poor 
sinners, sought out by God, tbe bleased 
Sµirit, and then not foraa.ken. As He 
shines into our soul we see sin e,9 God 
sees it in a mea.sure, although we do 
not see a l,OOOth put. I we.a one of those 
ungodly young men who went to 
Church in the morning on a Sa.bba.th 
da.y a.nd then in the a.ftarnoon played 
cricket ; there I should ha.ve been still 
bad He not have sought me out, and I 
stand here to-night as a living witneeij 
to Hie faithfu,lnees, He ha.a never for
saken me; when His Spirit shines with
in and makeij us feel the plague of sin, 
we hate it and run to Christ,our Hiding
place, and He never will forsake ttie 
work of His hands. 

llrotber Whita.ker, of Wood Green, 
Park Riding,, now spoke on Benjamin's 
five-fold portion, and of Benjamin, he 
said, the Heloved of the Lord shall dwell 
in •a.fety ; these Benja.minitee a.re a 
cuo,en µeoµle. We love Him beca.uee He 
first loved us, o.nd what brings more 
comfort to a. poor soul tho.n the know
ledge of this,·• Jesus sought us when 11, 

stranger " 1 Take oouro.ge then, poor 
soul, µoor child of God ; the soul ma.y 
be in da.rkness many dayP, but the sun 
shines a.hove the cloudP, and to get & 

glimpse or this we must asoend the 
mount, which is only to be done by 
prayer. 

Brother Tyler, who is now living 
nee.rer to us, then followed with some 
experimenta.l observations. Thie in
teresting meeting we.a closed with 
prayer by brother Phillimore. The 
oolleotion amounted to £3 4s. 

JOHN S. JORDAN, 

CARLTON.-On Thursday, Sept.14th, 
two excellent sermons were prea.ched 
by Mr. E. Marsh in connection. with the 
harvest tha.n.kegiving. Our brother 
seemed happy in bis work, and the word 
was much enjoyed by the friends 
present, and a happy day was spent in 
this time-hon.onred Sanctuo.ry. 

ROUNSLOW.-Harvestthankegiving 
services were held on Sept. 13th. In the 
a.fternoon. pastor E. Mitchell spoke well 
of the lovingkindneee of the Lord to 
His people, whiob ea.used their pra.isee 
to ascend, the text being Pea. !xiii. 3. 
At the evening service, a.fter the 
reading of Psa.. lx:v. and prayer, 
brother Mutimer gave a.n interesting 
a.ooount of the ha.rveet as seen by him 
in going to and and fro, and in a solemn 
manner dealt with important trutbs 
suggested by the ha.rvest. Mr. T. Jones 
followed with iustructive words ba.sed 
upon the paasa.ge, ·• It is I, be not 
afra.id," after which Mr. White made 
some appropriate remarks from Hosea, 
vi. 11. The number present wa.s good, 
e.ncl the service. whioh wa.s much 
enjoyed, was oloeed with "All hail the 
power of Jesus' n.ame.-A. J. 

PRITTLEWELL, SOUTHEND-ON
SEA. (PROVIDENCE, EAST STREET).
Un Lord's-day, September 17th, 1905, we 
were favoured with the presence of our 
good brother E. A. Booth, our own 
Indi'lon. mis~iona.ry, and we were also 
fa.voured with the pre~enoe of our 
beloved Lord. It wa.s, indeed, for us a 
time of remembmnoe. We ho.d the 
chapel full both morning and evening, 
a.nd in the o.fternoon our good brother 
ga.ve a 1nost interesting address to the 
ohildren, a.nd a good rno.n,Y old boy" n:nd 
girls were present also. r~e oolleot1on. 
was very good tor our little plo,oe
:£4 17s. 8:i and we do hope it will be 
the meanR ~f kindling in our hea.rts a. 
love to the poor bee.then, a.nd to those 
who 011,rry the glad tidings of t~e 
glorious Goepel to them. - Yours 1n 
Jesus, H. D. MODBS, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE October iss;;-;-of the Q1tarterly 
Record contains a portrait and sketoll 
or Rowland Hill, o.nd various interest• 
ing articles bee.ring upon the work. of 
the Sooiet,r. Copie9 will be supplied 
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for distribution a.monget non-eub
eoribere, together with leaflets referring 
to the Centenary Fund. Will a.11 our 
friends help in the oolleotion of the 
million shillings whioh a.re now being 
ra.ieed to oommemora.te this event 7 .. • A meeting ha.a recently been held 
at Wa.lton-on-Naze, under the kind 
a.uepicee of Mrs. Howe. General Sir W. 
Stirling presided, a.nd a. la.rge a.udience 
we.a a.ddressed by the Secreta.ry a.nd 
severe.I loca.l ministers. A Ii bera.l col
lection we.a ta.ken, a.nd me.ny friends 
took Centena.ry colleoting-oa.rde a.nd 
hooks. • • • 

The 26th anniversa.ry of the Brighton 
Home will be held in the Roya.I 
Pa.vilion on Tuesda.y, October 10th. Sir 
Willia.m Stirling will preside a.t 3.30, 
and the la.dies will oonduct a. Sa.le of 
Work throughout the day. The a.ttend
a.nce of a.11 loca.l friends a.nd visi tore is 
hea.rtily invited. • • 

:£45 da.ily a.re ne:ded to meet a.11 the 
cla.ime upon the Institution. 1,683 
pen~ionere, in a.11 pa.rte of the oountry, 
a.re upon the books, hence a.dditiona.l 
help ie urgently req aired. .. 

H eyetema.tio giving were genera.Uy 
ca.rried out there would be no difficulty 
in supplying the needs of the Society, 
a.nd it would remove the erroneous idea. 
tha.t the little we are a.ble to do is worth 
nothing. A few pence here a.nd a. few 
pence there, how oa.n they be of a.ny 
rea.l va.lue 7 Why, as a faot, it is the 
email sums, consta.ntly given, whioh 
gladden the hearts of those whose 
terribly uphill work it is to raise funds. 
The large donation is thankfully 
received, but tha.t oonsta.nt email sub
scription, that long list of oonstant 
small eubsoriptions, whhih oa.n be 
depended upon to come in with the 
regularity of a.n annuity, is far better. 
And then, do something as well ae give. 
Money ie not everything. Make your
eel vee acquainted with the work; speak 
a. word tor it in season a.nd yon will 
find that your own actual gilt ie but 
a. part of the real good yon have 
a.ooom pliehed. 

MEANS OF PROMOTING LOVE 
AND HARMONY AMONGST 

CHURCH MEMBERS. 
I. To remember that we a.re a.II lie.hie 
to failings of one kind or a.nether (Pea.. 
oxix. 96). 

2. To bea.r with a.nd not to ma.gnify 
ea.oh others infirmities (Gal. vi. l, 2). 

3. To pra.y for one a.nether in onr 
eooial meetings, a.nd pa.rtionla.rly in 
priva.te (Ephee. vi. 18). 

4. To a. void going from ho nee to honea 
for the purpose of hea.ring or telling 
news, secrete, &o., or in a.ny wa.y inter
fering with the a.ffa.irs of others (1 Tim. 
v.13). 

5. Alwa.ys t) turn a. deaf ea.r to 
ela.nderous reports. and to believe no 
oha.rgo which ma.y be brought e.ga.inst 
a.ny person until well eubste.ntia.ted 
(l Cor. xiii. 4-7). 

6. If_ a. mem_ber Le in fa.nit, to go and 
tell him of 1t between thee a.nd him 
e.lone, a.nd never mention it to othera, 
unless to avoid some evil which would 
otherwise arise; a.nd fervently entrea.t 
the Lord to pa.rdon the individual and 
preserve him in future (Matt. xviii. 15), 

7. Sincerely to request others to men
tion a.nything they see in you coc1tra.ry 
to the Goepel; and manifest gratitude 
for every such instance of their love, lest 
they should do so no more (Psa. oxli. 5). 

8. If you ha.ve offended anyone in 
word or deed, to a.oknowledge it to them 
a.nd a.sk their forgiveness (Je.mes v. 16). 

9. To watch against shyness of ea.oh 
other, and put the best construction on 
a.ny a.otion which has the a.ppearanoe of 
opposition or resentment, recollecting 
tba.t it is a. gn,nd e.rtifioe of s~tan to 
promote distance a.ud o.nimosity among 
memberd of Churches (2 Cor. ii. 11). 

10. To remember your own lia.bility to 
miate.ke; e.nd hence, a.s far as truth 
e.nd conscience will e.l101V, always to 
a.oquiesoe in the decisions or the Church, 
sinoe pee.co cannot long be maintained 
in e.ny society where matters are decided 
by numbers unless the minority peace
fully submit to the majority (1 Pet. v. 5). 

ll. Often to consult the precepts of 
Scripture and look a.t the exe.mple or 
the Saviour. To ask yourselves, How 
would Jesus ha.ve acted 7 would throw 
light on many difficult oases (l Pet, 
ii. 21). 

12. If e. fellow-member ho.a offended 
you, to consider bow glorious, how God
like, to forgive, a.nd how unlike o. 
Christian to revenge (Col. iii. 13). 

13. To consider in bow maay ways 
Ohristie.u uselulness is promoted when 
love prevails among believers, and what 
sad effects follow when they a.at o.lone 
and in a. oontre.ry spirit (Eooles. iv. l:.l). 

14. To reuolleot how deeply your 
minister is oonoerned in your peace and 
prosperity, and how cutting it is to the 
heart or e. faithful pastor to hear of 
strifes a.nd di visions among the followers 
of the Saviour (2 Cur. ii. 3). 

To a.void, o.s you va.lue the prosperity 
of your own souls a.nd your mutual 
pea.ce a.nd comfort, all idle disputings 
a.bout words to no profit ; observing 
the.t •· etrifes or words " o.re not only 
barren and unprofitable, but e.re pro
d uotive of envy, ra.iling, and evil surmis
inirs (I Tim. vi. 4). 

H, notwithstanding all your oa.re, 
offences should arise e.nd brethren dis
a.gree, to endea.vour, by every means in 
your power, a.nd at a.ny exi,ense of 
personal feeling, to reunite them in love. 
Blessed a.re the peacemakers (Mo.tt. v. \l). 

Think much of hea.ven, where a.11 rea.l 
Christians, however divided on ee.rth, 
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will meet at Jaetin one grand assembly, 
and where all shall unite in everlasting 
a.•oriptions of glory and blessing to Him 
that sitteth upon the throne, a.nd to the 
Lamb for ever and ever (Rev. vii. 9-12). 

corresponded with them. During the 
last few years of father'• life ho 
wrote out 111! this good man's writings 
in II book, which he very much valutd. 
It is not in my possession, but I have 
read some of the letters, and tbey 
appear to me to so.vour of much spiritual 
enlightenment. They did not forget 
to continue to meet together as a little 

HENRY BROWNll\"G (Senior). band, and I can remember them meet-
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-! have often ing regularly in our house, where the 

read, with very deep interest, the largest room upstairs was set aside for 
memoirs published of the departed this holy use, and this alone, although 
saints of God in your journal, and felt the rest of the small house had to serve 
that in these we may discover what for the living-rooms c,f the family of 
power God has wrought in sinners' nine. But these were happy de.ye 
hearts even in our own time, and hoped although I oo.n look back and see hoV: 
that should it ever be my turn to pen a careful our dear parents used to be tbat 
few lines in memory of my dear parents all was well for the meeting on Sunday. 
it would be of help to the reader in a Here the friends would take it in turn 
similar degree. to conduct the service, and if they could 

My beloV1,cl. father was born in get a friend-such 11s Mr. Godemark
January, 1830, in Sturry, near Canter- to come and speak they would welcome 
bury, of humble parents. Beyond him. The Lord's Supper was only par
hearing that they, by necessity, were taken of on very re.re and speoial 
so, I never heard much of their life ocoaeions, such as the going abroad of 
from him. He had revere.I brothers, one of the members. A box used to be 
taller than himself, and they were all kept on the me.ntlepiece to collect their 
occupied in and around the neighbour- weekly offerings, which went towards a 
hood; but as father ultimately went gift, wheuever it was required, to one 
into the army (enlisting in the 14th who might be in trouble. Thie meeting 
Light Dragoone, now Hussars, which wa.e held regularly until the family 
was soon after sent out to India to grew too big, a.nd theu it broke up; 
serve throughout the Mutiny) he did but father, with one or two, still met 
not remain at home after he was a.bout and kept up the acquaintanceship thus 
19; but, as a boy, he was a choir-boy formed to the last. I can remember, 
in Sturry Church, and used to sintr too, how dear father used to nightly 
the good old tunes we are now fond of read a portion of Scripture to us 
singing in some of our chapels, suoh as children, and get us o.ll to help him 
"Praise," "Refuge," " Lydia," &c. He sing a hymn. 'fhis pra.otice continued 
kntw Mr. Foster, who lived there, and until he could keep it up no longer, as 
who remained an invalid for so long a we got unruly (I spea.k it to our 
time. While father was in India he shame), and I oan see that Sa.turda.y 
became concerned a.bout his own soul, evening now when father closed the 
and was long timo in trouble; in faot, service with the announcement of this 
I don't think he had muoh peace of decision. Oh I how I oried over it, 
mind all hie life after this, when he as I felt I was the ea.use of all the 
thought of his fallen state, until shortly trouble, and thought of what my end 
before his death ; but whilst in camp, must be, and to think how wilful I 
and during a very sleepJe9s night on was, after a.II the warning•, not to see 
this account, he heard almost audibly how it hurt him "to the very quiok." 
the words," Yea, I have loved thee with But time wore on, and now. having 
an everla.sting love, and therefore with been led to the footstool of Divine 
lovingkindness ha.ve I drawn thee." mercy for forgiveness for this as well 
This very ble•sed testimony remained as other things, I can see that it was 
with him a.11 his life, but he was afraid the way. Alter this dear old father 
to mention it to anyone; in faot, I would not go, except re.rely, to a 
believe only one member in our family place of worship, although he liked to 
was permitted to hear "the secret" ; see us go, but would stay at home 
certainly it did not free him from and read the Bible, or "Bunyan," or 
walking very tenderly, a.nd often with books of this ola.se, and tbe letters 
tea.re, over hie sinful condition. above referred to; but he we.a very 

While in India he met a few dear careful not to look at a.nythin!l" else. 
friends "of a like mind," amongst Latterly he "cast overboard" even 
whom wa.s one, a Mr. Richardson, who, these, so that the Word of God, "which 
I believe, once belonged to a "Churoh" is quiok and powerful and sharper than 
Mis~ionary Society, but had come out any two-edged sword" (a.a he would 
of it, and testified that "Ye must be quote it), might h:.i.ve the pre-eminence 
born again." Over these Mr. Uicha.rdson on the throne of hie bee.rt. 
seemed to act a.a a sort of pastor, After he left the army as Serjea.nt
but when the re~iment returned to Major (to whioh poet he had risen from 
England he remained out there and I a recruit, notwithstanding a reduction 
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in the r1mka owing to non-complia.nce MR. PHILIP FRANKLIN 
with the order to ·• rea.d the Lessons" passed e.we.y to his eternal home on 
in boapita.l for oonscienoe aa.ke) in 1861 Friday, August 2itb, a.t the ripe nge of 
he obtained a. aitna.tion in the printing 93. He bad been a.ssocia.ted witll the 
works of Messrs. W. H. Smith & Son, c~use e.t Albert-street, Steven"!.\'~, ror 
where he remained until his retiremeut ma.uy years, a.nd had a.lwa.ya m~nifeated 
on e. small pension a.bout ten or twelve a. deep interesi in its welfare. K>rly in 
years a.go, Here he a.lso worked bis life he showed e. love to God's Word, 
way op gradually to be a foreman, a.nd house, a.ad people, a.nd a. deep a.ad la.st
B'!.W hie department grow from a. few ing concern for his et-erua.l welfare 
printing ma.chines to severe.I of the possessed him. When a young man, a.t 
la.rgeat litho ma.chines in London. " pla.oe called Half Hyde, the•e words 
Having been in the army he was very were ma.de e. comfort to him:-" For I, 
fond of discipline, bat with it there wa.s s'l.ith the Lord, will be onto her a. wall 
e. touch of almost feminine tenderness of fire round about, and will be the 
and retirement. He hated a." froward" glory in the midst of her," Other 
spirit, and was abstemious, a lover of pa.ssa.ges of Scripture and hymns were 
his home a good father and husband. stored up in bis memory, a.nd treasured 
Loug before he was 50 hie ha.ir ha.d by him beca.use of having been applied 
turned !(ray, and this 1ta.ve him a. very with power to his hent, one heing 
benavolent e.ppea.rance. His greatest especially impressed:-
interest was in matters concerning the "The vilest sinner out of hell 
soul and the very mention of it would Who lives to feel hi• need. 
oa.us'e him to fetch a heavy sigh and an Is welcome a.t the throne of grace, 
enquiry aa to whether one did not A S!Lvionrs blood to plea<l." 
know tba~ "The wind bloweth where This wa• o. greu.t enuouragement to hi in, 
it liatetb, ye hee.r the aonnd thereof, for he had been ma.de to feel him,elf e. 
but oa.nat not tell whence it cometh, nor sinner before God, and therefore this 

h • we.s just suited to hie oo.se. Our friend 
whither it goeth: so ia every one t 11,~ 18 was o, very fee.ring one, e.nd often in 
born again," or some snob text, whioh oonverso.tion he spoke of the fears 
tried the heart of the hearer and gave , d 
evidence of "what spirit he wo.s of." wbioh were uppermost ID his min • 
The Lord made him very "valiant for About ten years ago he ha.d a serious 

ed f h t illness ; during it he repeated m!l.ny 
the trntb," e.nd oa.refnl, inde • 0 w a different favourite verses, but oonolllded 
oompo.ny he kept; hilt those who were , 1 , th· ·th If l 
favoured with hie oomp:1ny knew who.t by ao,ying, ' t s no mg WI out ee 
WI.Rdom had been given to him, e.nd myaeU unworthy. Oh, ir I oould be 

sure I was numbered among that 
everything advanced in conversation number for whom the Lord ao,id 'lt is 
would ha.ve to ato.nd the test ir it we.a 
allowed to p&llll 11,a " true ooin," and finished,' for 
nothing waa weloome to him if it did "' M't~~t\}:ci'0k; -~~~~ ~id~.~ beo.r 
not RaVOlll' of the Word of God and the When ht>nging on the o.·,cnrsed tree, 
spirit of Ria Goepel. I bo.ve hea.rd him And lwpes her guilt wo., there.'" 
mention the no.mes of Gadaby1 John He wo.a very fond of singing-of eing
Forema.n, Philp:it, Wm. Huntingdon ing the songs of Zion, a.nd of bee.ring 
and Wells, a.a men whom he had, in ttiem sung, a.nd a short time before hie 
years gone by, liked to hea.r; b11t latterly death un1t, in the middle of the night, 
he wo.11 taken up with the writings of •· Praise God from whom o.11 bleaainga 
Glas, SandemB,11, .!to. He wa• mnoh II.ow" ; and, age.in~ when friends oa.lled 
interested in the books "Snkey Harley," t-J aee him, woula sing his favourite 
and Rlltb Bryan's Lettlll'B, o.nd " Hand· hymn, "Guide me, O Tholl Great 
lnls of Plll'pose." Jehovah." One morning he hogan sing-

And now, ooming to hie last few days, ing, "When Thou my righteoue Judge 
his eyes being dim, I nan remember ebo.ll oome," o.nd waa seized with e. ba.d 
with what ple.uure he ~aed to get ua t!) binting attack, from whiob, on raoover
read the Soriptnre to him. Hebrews x1. ing, he said," Happy I"" Joyful." On 
wu the ohapter of all others he gloried o, similar oooHion, he so.id, "I ha.ve seen 
in and the trillmpba of faith in tboae the ala.ugbtered La.mb; not 11,a I thought 
m~n of God; hie fee.r waa that he He we.~, b11t white and witbollt blemieb." 
would not overoome, like them, at the I have vi,ited him on m'!.ny oooa.siona 
last but tbia fear waa mercifully re- during the three years he WM ocmlined 
mo;ed 11,a the end oa.me in view. to hie bed, and he.ve he.d many little 

Unfortunately for me I waa in oonverse.tiona with him on •uiritllo.l 
hospital when he died at hi• home at things, e.nd have found that the" tbinge 
Ca.tford on June 24th last, but hie end touolling the King" were very s Neet to 
was peaoe. him. On one oooa.aion I rep~e.ted that 

·• Let me die the death of ~he well-known hymn, 
righteona, and let my last end _be like '·TMhyo.hnopoosui;, bbul~~<lo~n':J.o;fJ~fe~"~!noss.'' 
hie," is the prayer of one of h1a aona, . Jo ,' . a " 

and yours to serve in Him who ~o.s Heaa.1~, !,t 1s nioe to haveo.good hope., 
taken him home "aafe o.nd sound. - I repheJ, Well, you ha.ve one; haven t 
JAMES BROWNING. I JOU!" and he ea.rne,tly answered, " I 
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hope I have; I hope I have." We la.iJ : 
~1m to rest on Wednesday, A.ugust 30th, I 
m_ the same grave as his dear departed 1 

wife, who preceded him in the early 
part of the year, in ~ure and certain 
hope of tho joyful resurreotion, fully 
persuaded that he is gone to be with 
Christ for ever.-CHAS. A.. FRESTON 
pastor. ' 

WILLIAM ALLCHIN 
passed away from this earth on Thurs
day, A.ugust 24th, 1905. He was a great 
sufferer, especially during the last four 
years, being affected mentally. He was 
a. trustee of Providence Chapel, North
a.mptou, but never a member. He 
delighted, when well, to attend Provi
dence, and at home the Bible and 
hv~n-hook were his constant com
panions. A. few weeks before he died 
he asked tbe question, "Where is my 
Saviour now 1 " showing full well the 
state of his mind. We doubt not that 
he is gone to be with Christ, which is 
far better, exchanging earth, with a.II its 
sorrowe, for heaven. May these painful 
dispensations be over-ru·led by God to 
thoee that are left who as yet have not 
me.de it manifest tbat they carp, for the 
delightful things of God.-A.. E. H. 

The little Church at Bungay has 
recently sustained loss through the 
home-call of two of the members; • . 

JOSEPH HOWELL. 
This faithful member and muoh

beloved deacon of Stapleford cause for 
many yeina, peacefully entered into the 
joy of hia Lord at the ripe age of 86 
Our affectionate brother's home-ea.Ii 
came on A.ugnst 19th. His mortal 
remains were Ja.id to rest in Sawston 
Cemetery, on August 23rd. The writer 
officiated at the interment, Under a 
sermon preached by George Murrell in· 
Eden Chapel, Cambridge, from John iii. 
8, the Master called him out of nature's 
de.rk~ess into Gospel light. Mr. 
Simkins, of Stapleford, ba.ptized out 
friend, and soon after he we.a chosen -a. 
dee.con of the Ohnrch, which honour
able office he fulfilled to the day of hie 
departure. From the day of his call 
by God's grace to the end he valued 
the grand old dootrinee of covenant 
i:-race, love, and mercy treasured np 
m the Church's glorious Head-Christ. 
The Gospel ministers that he went 
miles to hear were Mr. Murrell, Mr. 
Marks, John Forman, J. Wells, and his 
esteemed friend, Mr. Cornwell of 
Brixton. At the Lord's table his ohoioe 
verse was:-
•• The Lord of the feast we solemnly bless, 

And pray 1hat each guest may grow in 
ll1H grace; 

Thanks for llis preparing this banquet cif 
love· • 

0, may 'we all share in the bnnqµet 
above!" 

In" the public services he ga.ve out the 
hymne, ,md hie favourite one was:-

" J esu•, Thy blood and righ!eouanesR 
My beauty are, my glorious dress." 

A.~l wl?,o knew him say, How wa shall 
miss h1m.-H. E. SADLER, 

MR, THOMAS PANNELL 
was called, somewhat suddenly to the 
rest that reme.ineth tor the ra.'neomed 
chilJren of God on Lord's-day, July 
30t~, aged 79. _ Our dear brother formerly 
resided at Stblo Iledingham. 011 hie 
re1:11~ve.l to Chelmsford, he found a, 
ep1ntne.l home at the London-road 
Baptist CJa.pel, becoming eventually a, 
member of the Churoh. It was hie joy 
to declare conoerni11g_ himself." By the 
grace of God I am what I am." He was 
enabled to walk consistently in the fear 
~f tb.e Lord, leaving behind the fragrant 
rnfluence of a godly life. Firm was hie 
faith in the finished work of Je,ue. The 
means of grace were his delight; the 
house of prayer be regarded as the 
dee.rest and sweetest place on earth. 
Just before he f~,11 on •leep, he ea.id," I 
want the Lord I H1a contiuued prayer 
was to enter the homeland on the Lord's
day; in this he was heard and favoured 
'l'he.t all _hie dear children might b~ 
ga.t\iered mto the folJ of J e;,us was his 
heart'" burden in prayer. All that was 
mortal of a brother in the Lora was 
ple.c_ed in the London-road cemetery, to 
await the mor111ng of a. glorious 
resurrection, in the presence of many 
sympe.thetio ~ri~nds, on August 3rd, Mr. 
Boulton ofli.01a.tmg. May God graciously 
bless the fu.therleee children with saving 
faith in their father's God. A.men -
H.S. B. 

ANN TARRY, 
a ll;lember of Providence, Northampton, 
finished her oonree and entered into the 
joy of her Lord on A.ugnet 26th, 1905, 
aged 63 yea.re. Our beloved sister was 
one of the old• fashioned sort of 
Christian~, who feared God above many. 
She was be.ptized by the late J. We.Iker 
a.bout eighteen yea.re a.go, being muoh 
blessed under his ministry. It was 
always a plea.sure to visit her; some 
word would be dropped that ea.used one 
to thil,k when the visit we.a over and 
a.way a.gain in the busy scenes of life. 
She al we.ye filled her place at Provi
dence when able to do so. Her last 
affliction, which was sharp but not very 
long, was borne with remarkable 
patience and fortitude, so thoughtful 
W!1-B ehe of those tending her wants and 
wishes. A few days before she died she 
expressed a wish that the brethren 
would epeoie.lly bear her unto the 
throne or gre.oe, and later desired that 
the friends might sing at the evening 
meeting," The sands of Time a.re 
sinking." 

"Now she has reached thnt pince 
Where He unveils His lovely ln.ce • 
Whero nil His beo.uty they behold·, 
And srng H,s no.me to hl\rps or gold." 

May the L~rd- ea.notify these things to 
us and et1ll bless UH that remain.
A. E. H. 



in ~lemo~htm: @'h.os. J. ~a~nardot 
F.R.C.S., Ed. 

Tim WAIFS' FoSTEn-FATHF.R. 

"We live ia doeds, not years; ia thoughts, not breaths; 
In feelings, not in figuras on 11. dial; 
Wo should count Timo by heart-throbs. Ho most livos 
Who thinks most, feols the ncblest, nets the best.~ 

-PHILIP JA ~[ES BAILEY (" Fostus "). 

Corrright: St<.•pnC'y C,1uscwciy Studio, 

A TWICl!:-TOLD TA.LE 

IS rorely interesting if relo.ted the tkircl time, o.nd the record of tho life 
and lo.bonrs of this gmnd and gracious m1u1 hus receutly been so 

well given in otl.ier journuls o.nd mugazincs, th11t o. brier ros111111J of it in 
these pages, could hardly foil to be tame and tastele~s to our readers. 

Our reticence doo.s not, however, proceed from o.pathy ; and we arc 
sure that we voice the heart of all lovers of the Gospel of sovereign o.nd 
free grnce, when we express our sorrow for the " noble life thot is here 
undone." 

AN Ul'H'.A.IULLELED LIFfil WORK. 

'fhree Imtitutions pre-eminently testify to the power of prnct.icnl 
relio-ion in England, each hllving its peculiar excellencies. The 
Orpho.nnge o.t Ashley Down, Bristol, is for childrcu both of whose 

VoL. LXI. NoVEllilER, 1905. x 
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parents are dead. That at Stockwell admits those that are fatherless 
only; while Dr. Barnardo's Homes are for nobody's bairns-whom 
none regarded till this distinguished philanthropist made them the 
object of his wise acd far-sighted care. • 

Thus the names of George Muller, C. H. Spurgeon, and Thos. J. 
Barnardo will live while Time lasts, as tbe unique benefactors of those 
to whose welfare they gave their hearts. 

Others who were pioneers in this great work should not be forgott€n, • 
but these three worked on different lines. They devoted the energy of 
their intelligence and grace with such splendid self-sacrifice to the noble 
cause they had in hand, that a unique glory will irradiate their memories 
wherever the Mru;ter, whose servants they were, is loved and worshipped; 
while the verdict of coming years will perhaps be, that for originality of 
purpose, personal devotion to his work, and the power which nothing 
but love confers, to attach others to a great cause, and, above all, un
daunted faith in God-the last to go home, headed the train. 

THE PROPOSED MEMORIAL. 

The Council by which the Institutions which owe their birth to him 
are manaj:!;ed, have determined that these shall again be known as Dr. 
Barnardo's Homes. This is but just to his memory. From 1866 to 
1883 his labours were honorary, and he maintained himself by his 
medical practice and by writing for the press. For twenty-two years he 
has received a stipend, and quite recently announced that in future he 
would accept only a much smaller sum. 

They also wisely repudiate the idea of the erection of a costly 
Memorial of their glorified Chief. Art has its functions ; and deftly 
chiselled marble may serve a purpose, but money in this instance would 
be wasted over such a project. 

They, ho-;vever, ask that the feeling that is now stirring so many 
hearts, should be turned into a practical channel, and solicit from the 
public the sum of a quarter of a million pounds (£250,000) to place the 
different Institutions on, what is hoped will prove a firm financial basis. 
The amount is large, but not more so than the magnitude of the great 
work warrants. 

Meanwhile, our friend J. P. Goodenough, an occasional but always 
welcome contributor to these pages, and a fellow-worker with the 
deceased, favom·s us with permission to insert 

A HITHERTO UNPUBLISHED LETTER 

from his beloved princir,al, dated April 18th, 1905, and addressed "to 
all his fellow-labourers. ' It is a wonderful revelation of the beatings 
of the great heart that now is still. 

A MESSAGE FROM "A DESERT PLA.OE." 

This was the retired spot to which he went in the Spring, the locality 
of which was kept a secret from nearly all his friends. 

"To ALL MY FELLOW-LABOURERs,-Here I am at lasL ! I have 
obeyed physically the 'Come ye apart and rest awhile,' but it is not so 
easy to yield obedience .,piritually and mentally. That, I hope will 

• Note.bly Andrew Reed, D.D., the Founder of the first Orphe.ne.ge in Gree.t 
Brite.in, 
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come. My thoughts are with you all day and night, for what little sl~ep I 
get, is visited by dreams of the Homes, of my dear children and my fellow
~orkers on the staff; so that I wake often greitly perturbed by difficul
t1~s and calamities which have, I hope, no foundation ernept in my 
dIBordered thoughts. 

"The journey was really exhausting, not only for me but for all my 
party, and as we only arrived at our 'desert place ' past midnight on 
Saturday, it took two clear days and nights to get rid of the fatigue. 
~ow I am hoping that, with the lovely weather which has set in here, 
tne longed-for recuperation may be begun. Of course, I get no letters 
from anybody, and that is the most wonderful part of my change ! I 
have never had that relief before, and I assure you it is not altogether 
unmixed relief, for knowing that when I left, the funds were at their 
lowest, and the demand, urgent for large supplies, my thoughts are con
stantly engaged in considering what will be done while I am away, if 
grave financial crises appear. I can hope and believe that in some way 
(how I know not) our Father in Heaven will graciously intervene and 
send deliverance, even when our ' extremity' seems most to shut out 
hope to human eyes! 

"What a wonderful experience has been mine during these 39 years! 
What inexhaustible supplies have been vouchsafed to tbe work in my 
hands ! How amazing to mere unaided human reason have been the 
answers to prayer, even when Faith has almost failed and our timidity 
has begotten distrust instead of love and hope I And yet He has not 
failed us onca I Surely we may all remind ourselves of the11e great ex
periences, when we desire to encourage our hearts in view of present 
difficulties. 

"I am almost un,;easingly asking our Lord to appear on our behalf, 
to incline His own people to continue to supply the wants of Illy children 
and of the whole work during my absence ; and I am sure that you, and 
all the other devoted fellow-labourers, including those 'women who 
labour with me in the Gospel,' will draw together daily to lay our 
united petitions at the Throne of Grace. 

"Let my absence stimulate you all rather than discourage you. 
Let no ' roots of bitteraes11 ' divide the workerd. As you cannot c)m
municate with me, let your hearts pour out your united petitions in 
simple, child-like forms, in faith, 'nothing doubting,' and the answer 
will surely come I Then praise Him. Let your prayers all be mingled 
with thanksgivings I 

"Be sure, too, that we all seek the right things; not merely financial 
supplies, but 'greater things.' Let us put first ' The kingdom of God 
and His righteousness,' then the lesser things will be ' added unto us.' 
Don't fail to pray much for an outpouring of the Spirit upon the chil
dren. I would entreat my friend, McN .. to see to it that the fire is 
kept burning among the Stepney boys. Not alone in conversion should 
we desire this, but among the young converts. Oh, that these dear 
young people, who have 'yielded their own selves unto the Lord,' may 
be• kept' from knowing the miseries of the backslider. 

" How I long to hear of a like gracious visitation of my dear 
dauohters at llford and elsewhere! May God give our friends there such 
a spiritual afflatus as shall awaken in thos_e young hearts at_ the Village a 
Divine 'hunger and thirst.' As I tlunk of these thrngs and am 
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~parated by so great a distance from you all, how I long that it were 
given me to take a greater share when et home in the spiritual work 
among my children ; but, alas ! I am 'cumbered with much serving.' 
The correspondence, the business interviews, the vast end intricate and 
growing demands for every hour's absorption in the plans and duties of 
the mere Directorship, forbid that leisure so essential to any kind of 
Christian ministry, however lowly may be one's powers. So I have to 
be content with what seems to be God's will for me; though I often look 
back longingly to those happy, fruitful hours, when I laboured as an 
evangelist among the children in our Homes. Now I have to leave, 
mainly to others, the delightful task of leading those young lives into 
fellowship with Christ. May our Father abundantly bless them all I 

" Believe me, in much weakness but in earnest prayers on your be
half, your unworthy brother and fellow-labourer, THos. J. BARNARDO." 

Our Brother Goodenough's address is 147, Mortlake Road, Ilford, 
and if any are touched by what is here presented, we are sure be will be 
glad to hear from them, especially if an organised effort can be made. 

ALONE WITH HIM. 

"Without e. parable spa.ke He not unto them : e.nd when they were a.lone, 
He expounded e.11 things to His disciples. "-Mark iv. 34. 
CALL me a.pa.rt, 
And tea.eh me of the secret things of 

heaven; 
And that which was to me before 
Hidden and dark, shall be no more 
A mystery, but clearly understood; 
And may my heart 
Use well the understanding Thou hast 

given, 
Thy precious truths yet more revere, 
Thine every word of life hold dear, 
And prize beyond the fleeting things 

of earth 
Their priceless worth. 

Take me a.side, 
And there unlock the deep, exha.ustless 

mine 
Of Thine own Word ; yet more unfold 
Its hidden treasures new and old 
To my astonished gaze ; and that which 
To those outside [would 
Seem pa.re.hies but meaningless, shall 

shine 
To me, in all its beauteous light, 
More dear, a.s my uncovered eight 
Drinks in the untold wee.Ith which 

underlies, 
With glad surprise. 

Expound to me 
With words of gre.cioue, loving tender-

ness 
(Just as Thou didst whilst here below), 
That which untaught I cannot know, 
And may Thy truths sink deep e.ncl 

deeper still. 
So may I be 
One of Thy chosen vessels. to confess 
The honours of Thy sacred Ne.me, 
The glories of Thy me.tchlees fa.me, 
Yet more and more, with that humility 
Which comes from Thee. 

And o.e 'twas Thou, 
And Thou a.lone, didst chase away the 

night 
Of ignore.nee, so me.y I bring 
All praise e.nd glory to my King, 
Unme.rred with wrongful pride u.nd 

selfish will. 
And, grant me now 
That gra.ce of wisdom, and that 

heavenly might, 
That, a.a from Thine own self I learn, 
I me.y with loving, true concern, 
Spell out the knowledge and the joy I 

found 
To those a.round. 

KATE STAINES. 

'''WHAT DID THE PnEACIIER SAY this morning?' enquired someone 
of a little boy. 'O,' was the reply, 'he didn't say anything, but he 
talked, and he talked, and he talked.' Brethren, when we talk in the 
pulpit, let us be sure to say something.''-J. S. Anderson. 
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1lailliam Juntington; or an ®Id jforJJ: ~t-toltl. 

CHAPTER III.-HoPE DEFERRED. 

"This mournful truth is everywhere confessed, 
Slow rises worth by poverty depressed."-JoHNSON. 

WE left William Hunt-now in his twenty-second year (1767)-in 
his Cr,rnbrook home, recruiting his str<!ngth after his almost fatal 

illness at W ol vend en. 
Though not yet a Christian, he was "a sadder and a wiser man." 

The demon of Deism had been driven from his heirt, and he had been 
brought to own the being and supremacy of the "blessed and only 
Potentate," who bad asserted Himself to his conscience. 

How vitally important to his future welfare was this Jes.son ! Oncd 
in his folly he denied that God had made a revelation of Himself to 
men, or that their mean aff"irs were in any degre~ His concern. From 
this time he held it truth that " there is a rewad for the righteous "; 
that" verily He is a God who judgeLh in the earth" (Psa. !viii. 11). 

"A-Deity believed is joy begun, 
A Deity adored is joy advanced, 
A Deity beloved is joy me.tured."-YOUNG. 

The firdt line of this grand triad was now " writ large" on hi~ heart, 
When nearly recovered, he applied for the ~itualion of coachrnan at 

Squire Pool's, at Charren, in Kent. How he sped himself shall relate:-

" I went after the place, t!lking courage to ask of God the favour of 
success. As He was pleased to punish me for my pa~t folly, and had 
brought me to believe that I had highly offended Him. I went under a 
hedge and solemnly prayed to Him to prosper me iu my jonl'Dey, and 
to make me the object of His future care. I then cut a stick half 
through and bent it down in the hedge, promising to look at it on my 
return, and to praise Him if He granted me this favour, like Jacob in 
his trouble, who anointed the pillar with oil, vowing that if God would 
keep him He should then be his God, and of all that the Lord gave him, 
he would give Him the tenth. 

"God heard my prayer. When I arrived, a servant was in the 
parlour with the gentleman. They had partly agreed when I entered, 
yet to my astonishment he broke off the oarg"in with the other. His 
reason for preferring me, was because he was married and l was not. 
This was, indeed, the secondary cause, but I now resolve it into the 
primary one. 

"On my return I looked with miny tears on my marked ~tick, and 
offered up an imperfect tribute of prairn to the God of my daily merdes, 
whom I had before so neglected and offended. 

" I now ende"voured, while in this place, so to walk as I imagined 
would please God. But, ales, the vanities of the world are too strong 
f.or any but such a~ ' are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation,' of which 'power' I then knew nothing. My resolutions 
were therefore soon forgotten, and I again forgot Him." 

The Lord however, did not leave him t'.> himself. but once more lnid 
His afflicting hand upon him. He again sickened with the Rguish 
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fever to which he was subject, and was hastily conveyed to the parental 
home, where for 8ome time he lay at death's door. Here, prostrate in 
body and full of sorrow, he spent some miserable months. 

An incident that then occurred left an indelible impression on his 
mind. He had returned to Cranbrook hurriedly, leaving a box of 
clothes behind. This he requ.::sted should be sent to the Star Inn, 
at Maidstone, directing the Cranbrook carrier to fetch it to his home. 
Through a mistake, however, the man failed to obtain it. Dreading to 
lose what doubtless comprised all his wordly possessions, ill and weak as 
he was, he went in search of it himself. Here, again, he shall tell his 
own story :-

" I was so poor that I had but a shilling in the world. I, however, 
thought that as I could go and return in a day this would suffice for my 
expenses. But when I reached Maidstone the box was not there. I 
was, therefore, obliged to go further, and on my return was eo weak and 
low that I could not 1eturn home that day. My shilling was spent, mv 
strength gone. The weather was cold and wet. Night drew OD apace, 
and I was nearly two miles from Maidstone, which was fourteen from 
Cran brook. 

" Whilst deploring my miserable sitnation, I thought that if I were 
one that feared and loved God, as men in the old time did, I might ha.ve 
anything at His hands. But as for me, I had made Him my enemy by 
sin, and therefore He would take no notice of me, or of anyone else in 
our days, for parsons and people were alike wicked. 

"After this it came into my mind to leave the foot-path which led 
throngh the fields and to walk by the horse road, though the former was 
by far the better. I had scarcely been in this a minute before I saw a 
sixpeuce on the ground, and a few steps bEyond, a shilling also. I took 
these up and they well supplied my necessities for the time. This, with 
other providences and answers to praye,., at times deeply impre~sed my 
mind that God had some regard for me."-B.F. 

His serious moments were, however, but occasional and inttlrmittent. 
At times he gave way to sin, when all his better thoaghts were blasted, and 
he hardened his heart to the fear of God. Ytt after this period, as he 
states:-

" I could not !!'et wholly rid of my thoughts about the awful day of 
judgment, the dreadful consideration of an endless eternity, the 
tremendous tribunal of God, the woeful state of a sinner before Him, 
the certain conquest of triumphant death, and the certainty of the 
surnmons to God's bar, the wretched figure that guilty men would make 
when ail their secret and open sins were exposed to God, angels aDd 
men, and the miserable punishment which souls must endure, who have 
tlieir doom fixed in the gloomy receptacle of the damned. 

"These things were, at times, uppermost in my thoughtB, and though 
I pursued many pleasures in orrler to stifle them I had felt enough to 
fix a lasting conviction of their truth upon my soul."-B.F. 

Before bis convalescence was complete two cauEes compelled him to 
bestir himself and seek fnsh employment. One, doubtless, was the 
necessity of obtaining money for hie personal maintenance, the other his 
engagement with t be parochial authorities at Frittenden, which had to 
be met, or legal penalties would be imposed. To do this w~s, however, 
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impossible. He had, therefore, no allernative but to leave his native 
town, to which he returned no more. 

He had now reached a crisis in his life when bis future, for good or 
evil, hung trembling in the balance. In the main he chose the 
good. What this involved can be underatood only by studying the 
social and moral obstacles with which he had to contend. 

One of the chief difficulties of a biographer, however humble, is to 
re-create atmosphere, to revive environment, and to exhibit the man
ners and customs, the ideas of propriety and morality, t 11at were current 
at the time of which he writes. We all are more or less the creatures of 
circumstances. What others are we insensibly become ; and he is strong 
of heart who can rise above vicious surroundings and keep himself 
upright and pure. 

In our second chapter we hastily surveyed the condition of rural 
England in William Hunt's younge1· days. Now, his principles were 
tested to the ntmost. He might, as hundred!! did, have succumbed to 
temptation, and, coerced by grim penury, have become a poacher, a 
thief, or a foot-pad. He might have joined a band of smuggl rs, and 
taken a bribe to betray his associates. He, however, did nothing of the 
kind. He is never recorded to have received a penny that was not earned 
by repntable work. Errand-boy, page, footman, gunmaker, sawyer, 
coachman, hear~e-driver, gardener, farm labourer, cobbler, and coalheavi>r, 
he, in turn, was ; but no calumnious tongue or invidious pen ever 
charged him with having obtained money dishonourably. In subsequent 
years h;s et1rly straggles were reviewed in the fiercest light; and envy 
and uncharitablene,s exposed his every past fault and failing, yet, with 
the exception of the one deplorable circumstance, to which we have 
referred, he appears to have been upright uwl conscientious, living fully 
up to his light and convictions of duty. 

He now wandered far and wide for some months, either in queit of 
work, or re3tle33ly unable to settle down to what offered. His life, in 
fact, was much that of an ordinary field labourer on tramp-as he 
candidly admits :-

,, When I left Cranbrook, I went first to Tunbridge Wells, where I 
got work. After thi6, I engaged with a man who kept a hearse and 
mourning coaches ; but when the season was over I fell sick, a.ad left 
my place. Money failed, and I was obliged to lie in a stable with the 
ague and fever, until God was pleased to restore me to health, just 
as my last half-guinea was called for by the doctor. After my 
recovery a person gave me a shilling, with which I went to Lewes, in 
Sussex, the first day; from thence to Brighthelmstone (Brighton) ; 
from thence to Shoreham, and cros~ed the Ferry from the sign of the 
Woolpack to Broadwater, at twelve at night, when for want of money 
I lay under a hedge. In the morning I Wlllked to Arundel, where I got. 
work and lodged with my master, who se~med fond of and much pleased 
with me. But, as my heart and head found no settlement, there wns no 
rest for my feet. It therefore came suddenly in my mind one night to 
set out for Chichester, My master tried to dissuade me, but in vain ; 
so I reckoned with him, and had, I think, a shilling and some half
pence to take. With this I went to Chichester, and arrived at mid
night ; bat, as the gates were shut, I went into o field, in which was a 
cart in a hovel, in which I slept till early morning, when I arose, with 
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little more feeliag than a corpse. I recovered the use of my limbs 
by the time that the gates werd open, aad into the city I went, walkiag 
about it for some time, and then refreshed myself with the shilliag I 
bad saved. And with a few half-rence I set off, inteading to go to 
London, which was less than sixty-two miles off : but when I came to 
Guildford I was in a great strait--cold, we!l.ry and feint : my money 
all gone. Notbiag was left that I could part wirh, but a handkerchief 
which I gave to a woman that kept the Blue Anchor at the foot of th~ 
Bridge for a pint of beer, two-peanyworth of bread and cheese, and 
a night's lodging. On the strength of this supper I arrived next day at 
Epsom, where I got work and stayed for some months. Here another 
wanderiag fit took me, and I set off to Knockwell Beaches, adjacent to 
Riverhead, in Kent, where I worked a liLtle while. 

"After my departure, taking various rounds und turniags, 
I fouad myself nt Stratford, in Essex, a few weeks beford Christmas 
(1768). Here I wandered in seuch of employment until my money 
was age.in gone, and I was obliged to lodge uader a hay-rick at Lower 
Leyton, in very cold. frosty weather, during whic1 I had to fast three 
whole days and nights. Had I fasted but a little longer it must have 
put an end to my wanderings. But God bad de;,igned me for other 
work; and grace, when it was truly needful, was to appear."-L. 

Comparative biography is so useful that we may with profit Lake a 
panoramic survey of some events of the period at which we have arrived 
(December, 1768) :-

Whitfield is within two yearR of his death in a distant land. The 
Calvini~tic Methodists are increasing in many quarters under the 
Countess uf Huntingdon, whose College at Trevecca has been recently 
opened. The followers of Wesley are extending on every hand, 
their great chief having twenty-three years' of service before him. 
Toplady is at Broad Hembury, where he settled early in the year. 
Anne Steele bas rnccumbed to the blow which prostrated her for 
ten years at Broughton, ere her pensive spirit was released. Jam~s 
Hervey, of the" Meditations," is entering the valley of shadows, and IS 

to fall on sleep on the 25th, at Weston-Favel, as the "bells ring out the 
birth of Christ." A grave in Bunhill Fields received all t bat wee 
mortal of Jo-epb Hart ~ix months since. John Kent is an iafant ~t 
Bideford ; Wilberforce a growing lad ; end Robert Hall is !taming his 
alphabet from his nurse at Arnsby. Cowper and Newton are com
mencing tbei r years of endeared friendship; and projecting the Olney 
hymns a9 its fitting memorial. Romaine is attracting eager crowds to 
St. Ann's Clmrch, Blackfriars. England is prt-paring to make merry at 
the coming festival of Christmas ; whilst William Hunt, now twenty
four years of age, is a homeless vagrant, sbi.ering and starving for three 
whole day~ at Low Leyton, in Es,ex. 

But Providence was again kind. A farmer, nRmed Mole, offered him 
employment, and we leave him, in ,January, 1769, digging up potatoes 
in the ,.;om!Jany of sixty Irishmen. 

LovE WHICH PA68ETH KNowL1rnoE.-" I glory in proclaiming a Gospel 
much of which l do not understand. As far as my limited capacities enable me, 
I endeavour to declare • nil the coumel of God.' But if asked to explain what I 
affirm, I have often to ~ay, • I cannot.' My faith receives far more the.n my 
reason can elucidllte.''-John Hazelton. 
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SPIRITUAL CORRESPONDE~CE. 
No. 5.-REMINISCENCES OF ST. NEoTs AND GEORGE M1;RRELL. 

OUR ministerial brother, F. Fullard, of Victoria, Au3tmlia, who left 
England for that Colony forty years since, has favoured us with 

some pleasing recollections of 81. Neots and the folks be knew there in 
days long gone by. 

• He recalls the wedding of Mary Anne Topham, our wife's sister, in 
18.65. • It was, it seems, a happy occasion, and one thing left a lasting 
impres~ion on his mind. "After the wedding breakfast," be says, 
"the con,ersation turned on good things, and after a while, Mr. Mur
rell's co-pastor, J.S.W., introduced the subject of faith. I was then but 
a stripling in Divine things, but I could not reFrain from contesting his 
views, and Mr. Joseph Topham, the deacon, supported me. I could not 
feel that Mr. W .'s expressions squared with my experience. I now 
understand the Fullefre tendency of what he advanced, the introduction 
of which afterwards split the dear old Church, soon after we left home. 
A painful episode ! " 

Our friend here refers to a well-known story. A young man had 
been chosen to serve the Church as assistant minister to George 
Murrell, then of great age. Shortly after his appointment, his views of 
the presentation of the Gospel to the unregener11.te changed, or as he 
phrased it, "became enlarged." lneteiid of avowing that his convictions 
were altered, and honour11.bly resigniug, he, however, sought to indoc
trinate the people, both publicly and privately, iu the most subtle 
manner. " M,i.ny were carried away with his dissimulation " and 
abandoned the truth and deserted their a~ed pastor and those who re
mained faithful to the Articles of the Church. In this letter we are 
told with what diligence the young teacher of error acted, :md how the 
writer, though a novice, sought to "contend earnestly for the faith," 
which Lhe veterau minister had preached to the same people for more 
than fifty years. 

Mr. W.'s statements, our friend statei!, "did not square witli his 
ezpwrience.'' This is instructive. That which every heaven-born sin
ner must go through, gives the lie to the notions of creature ability and 
duty-faith. "A stripling in Divine thing~" may be unable to refute 
error by quoting "chapter and verse," and yet be sure in his own soul 
that what is advanced is not in accordance with the Scriptures, for "no 
lie is of the truth" (1 John ii. 21 ). Our friend did well to resist the 
specious Fullerite teacher. Had others done so, untold sorrow and in
jury to the cause of God would have been spar.!d. 

An incident at another wedding-that of his sister-in-law, Mrs. S.
is also recorded. George Murrell did not officiate, as he always declined 
doing so, and the caremony had been p~rformed at the Old Meeting by 
the congregational minister, G. B. D. Thomas. The good old man was, 
however, at the•· feast," or wedding brt1akfo.st, and (says our friend) 
"when our dear sister left her home, be felt it keenly, ani his last words 
-as far as I can remember-were ' My child, may God bring you to 
His feet.' My heart, I know, responded 'Amen.' Our covenant God 

• Her me.rried life le.sted but twelve months, e.nd she died in the Lord on 
the e.nnive.rse.ry of her wedding de.y. Her obitue.ry, e.s Mrs. Esli \Vosteru, of 
Rotherfield, e.ppee.red in the Gospel Standard for 1866. 

y 
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bas truly answered this prayer and, as you know, she died in the Lord 
(in Australia) after a chequered life of many trials, not long since." 

May we not observe how sweet it must hare been t,hus to have been 
followed in life with the influence of the blessing of this loving and holy 
man I 

"On another occasion," our correpondent continues," I spent a 
Sunday at St. Neots and preached in the afternoon and evening for Mr. 
Murrell. After the latter service, he walked to the pulpit stairs and 
and said, 'Come down, my boy.' He then put his arm round me and 
spoke words, not of .flattery, but of approval and encouragement. Thie 
bas often been, under God, helpful to me since, when beset with depres-
8ion and temptation." 

Truly holy and "kind words will never die," but will echo and 
re-echo long after the lips which uttered them are hushed in lasting 
silence. 

"Gentle and tender as was Mr. Murrell's heart,'' our frienti further 
states, "he was very observant and shrewd ; and sometimes expressed 
himself in a pointed and pithy manner. I remember how he referred to 
one who had not satisfied him when relating bis experience, as ' being 
like a wood-pecker, tapping between the bark and the tree.'" 

Space precludes furthel' extracts. These, however, will apecially 
interest some of our older readers who have perhaps fading memories of 
this choice man of God, and the peculiar pathos and power of bis pro
longed ministry. 

It happens that the silver cup which was presented to him with 
the sum or £100 at hie Jubilee is in the room in which this is written. 
It bears the following inscription : "Thie cup, containing a pnree of 
gold, was presented to Mr. George Murrell, the beloved minister of the 
Particular Baptist Church, St Neot8, on his attaining tbe 50t.h year of 
bis pastorate, as an expression of the continuEd attachment end esteem 
of his Church and congregation, May 22nd, 1860." 

On the obverse is an artistic representation of the Baptism o_f our 
Lord by J1Jhn the Baptist, devised, it is said, by the late Mrs. Barringer. 
Matthew iii. 11-18 is added in explanaLion. 

We are sure that many will waft kindly end prayerful tb,iughte to 
our brother F. Fullard on reeding these words. 

ARE STRICT BAPTIST MINISTERS FAITHFUL? 
" Am I, therefore, become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?"

Gal. iv. 16. 
I.-A FAITHFUL MINISTRY ; WH.A.T 18 IT? 

"FAITHFUL" is a Divinely chosen term of commendation, often 
applied in the Bible to the servants of God. Tychicus and 

Epaphras were "faithful ministera of Christ Jesus" (Ephes. vi. 21; 
Col. iv. 7). Sylvanus was" a faithful brother" (1 _Peter v. 12)_. The 
Master will hereafter greet those who have used their talents ar1g~t, ~s 
'' good and faithful servants" (Matt. xxv. 21, 23), Hence "1t 1s 
required in (E-piritual) stewards, that & man be found faithful" (l Cor. 
iv. 2), fidelity being essential to the right discharge of their office. . 

FaithfulneBB in this sense describes a disposition and determination 
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to adhere to all the obligations and duties of one's office. Some of these 
may be pleasant to fulfil ; o~hers irksome and painful. Some are con
genial to our character ; others distasteful to our nature. Some are 
ordinarily deemP.d houourable, and win human applause ; others are 
generally viewed ~ith di_sfa':our, and their efficieat discharge inevitably 
leads to unpopularity. Fidelity, however, demands that all, whether pain
ful or pleasant, be impartially performed. 

The Christian preacher he.s accepted a very solemn and importimt 
office. He has undertaken, in deference to the Lord's will, to expound, 
to explain, to elucidate, to exemplify and to enforce to those to whom 
he is sent, whatever portions of God's Holy Book are laid upon his heart 
or opened up to his understanding as his special me'!Sage for the occasion. 
He must keep back nothing that is profitable to bis congregation "for 
fear of feeble man" (Acts xx. 20), but advance and insist on the whole 
truth " whether they will hear, or forbear" (Ezek. ii. 5).-EDITOR. 

This, theoreticatty, none will dispute. A corre8pondent, however, 
raises the enquiry, 

II. -ARE STRICT BAPTIST MINISTERS FAITHFUL? 

"It is our boast that we, of all Denominations, hold and preach THE 
TRUTH. To a great extent this is the case, but is it so altogether ? We 
indeed have a firm Scriptural basis for our creed ; bat do not our 
ministers too often confine their testimony to one· side or aspect of the 
doctrims of grace which God has endeartiu w our souls. It is possible 
almost to pervert a truth till it becomes an untruth, by neglecting 
another which is equally important. Does it not, for example, amount 
to unfaithfulness when the security of believers only is enforced ; and 
nothing is said as to the responsibilities and duties devolving upon those 
who are assured of their certain and etern11.l safety through Jesus Christ ? 

"Much space is, in the New Testament, devoted to gracious exhorta
tions ; and if these were essential to the spiritual well-being of the 
early Christians, surely they are as much needed by us in the present 
day. 

"Why, therefore, are such texts as these so rarely brought to our 
notice from the pulpit? 'Be filled with the Spirit' (Ephes. v. 18). 
'Fight the good fight of faith' (1 Tim. vi. lz). • Keep yourselves in 
the love of God' (Jude 21 ). • Quench not the Spirit ' ( L The~s. v. 19 ). 
'Rejoice in the Lord al way' ( Phil. iv. 4). 

"The eternal security of the heaven-born believer is a blessed truth. 
With deep and solemn feeling we have often sung :-

' Once in Christ, in Christ for ever, 
This the Gospel scheme decle.res ; 

Dee.th nor hell nor sin she.11 sever, 
Jesus from Hie chosen heirs.' 

11 But is not this too often used e.s a soporific to lull the saints to 
slumber ? We come to chapel, cold and indifferent, and 11.re encouraged 
in our religious unconcern and apathy rather than aroused by the cry, 
• Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light' (Ephes. v. 14). Thus the_preacher confirm~ our supine
ness, instead of trying to shake us out of 1t, 

" ' Chosen,' as we are, 'to bear much fruit,' why are we so sddom 
reminded of the importance of fruit-bearing ? Many of our members 
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are content with a vague aud feeble hope thht their souls are saved. 
Such remain continually in a state of uncert!linty and doubt, because 
they are never really stirred up from the pulpit to recall that doubts and 
fears, though so strangely incidental to the Christ-ian character, are yet 
dishonouring to their Lord. Should not we be reminded, and this very 
frequently, that it is the rejoicing, working, fighting, fruit-bearing 
children of God who l!'lorify Him most (John xv. 8)? ' 

"0 for more earnest and honest appeals from our preachers-echoes 
of such as these :-' I beseech you th11t you prt>sent your bodies a living 
sacrifice' (Rom. xii. I). 'I beseech you th11t ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called' (Ephes. iv. I). 'We beseech you that 
ye receive not the grace of God in vain ' (2 Cor. v. I). 

" Paul offers no apology for these entreaties. Why then need our 
ministers shrink from exhorting us to' follow holiness' ( Heb. xii. 14), 
and to desire a deeper and more intense spiritual life. When this is 
more fully realised, a longing for the conversion of the ungodly-often 
so sadly feeble among us-will be sure to follow. 

" Our miniAters surely aspire to be 'workmen that need not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth' (2 Tim. ii. 15). This, 
however, cannot certainly mean dividing it into two, and omitting one 
part altogether. 

" Are they, then, and do they desire to be, ' faithful ministers of the 
New Testament' ? If so, let them urge us, with unwearied diligence, 
to ' consider one another to provoke unto love and good works . . . 
-exhorting one ano,ber, and so much the more, as ye see the day 
.approaching' (Heb. x. 25)."-ENQUIRER. 

Comments are invited, and, if brief, will be inserted in our next.
EDITOR. 

THE CENSOR CENSURED. 
" Seest thou a man wiee in his own conceit? there is more hope of e. fool 

ihan of him."-Prov. x:xvi. 12. 

"Whenever you me.y chance to meet one who is wise in his conceit, 
Depend upon it, e.s a rule, he is more hopeless than e. fool." 

"The Book of Proverbs Versified."-By Josiah Briscoe. 

A GENTLEMAN, personally unknown to us, writes that he is 
displeased at the republication in our last, of Mr. Pbilpot's 

·article on "Transient Communion." As we suppress his name, we 
may state that, though styled "Pastor," be is not "an accredi~ed 
Baptist mini~ter," but simply devotes to the pulpit the leisure wh1c~ 
his secular avocation allows. He writes badly; often illfgibly. His 
grammar is faulty, and his English inaccurate. To his letter be 
evidently did not accord a second perusal bdore posting it. We, ho"'.· 
ever, transcribe it faithfully, simply prefixing numere.ls to his 
paragraphs. 

'!.'HE LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 

1. "D1<~AR Sm,-1 am not speaking for myself only when I write 
to you to say how grieved I have been to read the Article upon "Tran
sieut Communion at the Lord's Table" in the October E.V. and G.H. 
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2. "We owe nothing to Mr. J. C. P.-- (as a Denomination) 
he rent the S.B. Churches in twain by his own version of a peculiar-
non-essential and obscure doctrine and we have no nted to go any 

. further than the Article you unfortunately quote to find out he 
was rigid, narrow, and bigoted in the extreme (altho a gracious man 
110 doubt) 

3. "We do not want to lo (sic)• back to these days of darkness and 
prejudice. 

4. "If you agree with Mr. J.C. Ps views that the" General" Baptists 
are "sunk in free will; and are for the most part deadly enemies to a free 
grace gospel" (a statement which cannot be pioned) t why have you 
had so much to do witb. them yourself ? 

5. "Where is the Christian Charity in stating indiscriminatly that 
• the Practices of the "General" Churche~ "opens (sic) a way to a union 

with the world and all its evil results" 
6. " This i~ awful. 
7. "I trust it may be re\·ealed that someone sent you this to fzut 

(sic) in the magazine. 
8. " I cannot think that it h~s your full sinction. It savours rather 

of eome old bitter individual with a crank i his head (sic), just ready 
for stony (sic) t wherP. unto may it ·pleai,e the Lord speedily to take 
bim.-Yrs very truly." 

COMMENTS AND COUNSELS. 

We refrain from criticising the atrocious caligraphy, the bad gram
mar, and the slip-shod English of this extraordinary composition. 
Po;sibly the poor young man had few educational advantages, and his 
ignorance should rather be pitied than censured. We will therefore 
simply Lake hi~ remarks seriatim. 

PARAGRAPH 1.-He was "grieved" to see Mr. Philpot's article. 
Reading between the lines, we judge this to mean that he views its 
su bjecL-matter with di3favour, though he is wdl aware that no one can 
refute reasoning so olose and cogent. He therefore defames the memory 
of an eminent eervant of God to invalidate the testimony be dislikes. 

We submit that Mr. Philpot's " rnrsion of an obscure doctrine" ho.s 
nothing to do with the matter at issue ; nor even if we concede 
that this good m11,n w..1s •· rigid, narrow and bigoted," does this aff~ct 
the force of the arguments he advances. 

Our correspondent is evidently one who estimates men by their fail
in~s rather th1m their grace und virtue~. Calvin condemned Servetus. 
Luther held consubstantiation. Tupludy abused Wesley, and held 
that brutes are immortal. The E,.@kines split their denomination by 
enforciog the errors or •· the Marrow of Modern Divinity." Watts 
in ~lined to Arianism. Romaine was irr;table and suspicious. White
field favoured the slave trnJe. Spur~con went out of his way to injure 
Mnrrell. Sir T. F<Jwell Buxton wa➔ 11, brewer, lilld ll keen sportsnun. 
Wells dtfended his unwise Rah11b sermon. Rutherford w11s an abusive 
co11t1·,1rcrsialist. J. H. !~vans temporarily L1pseJ into into Sabelli,rni-m. 

• (Sic) indice.tos tlle.t tbo word or pbre.so which it follows is liternlly given, 
howover pcculie.r or absurd it mo.y be. 

t He perbe.ps mee.ns clie.rnpioned. . . . _ 
t "Stony.·• He probably meo.ns something cqu1v .. Jent t,o purd1t1on, but we 

ce.11 think of no synonym Lo this e.t 11\1 resembling what he he.s written. 
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Huntington, before his conversion, committed a grave sin ; but 
who would deny that these great men were worthy of credence and 
regttrd, when they Scripturally advoc~ted " the caurn of God and truth" ? 

Philpot had his faults; but why "draw his frailties from their 
dread above." He was a brave, incorruptible, and most intelligent and 
savoury "pastor and teacher." As such," being dead, he yet speaketh"; 
and we feel indignant that his name should thus be reviled. 

PARAGRAPH 4.-Mr. Philpot did not write that the General 
Baptists of to-day "are sunk in free-will, etc."; but that those of the 
early fifties were. That this witness wa.s true, the almost universal out
cry at the time against Spurgeon's Calvinism proves; and many of the 
great preacher's early sermons amply confirm the assertion. 

PARAGRAPH 4.-He very offensively a.ssails the Editor for having 
"bad so much to do with General Baptists." It is surely imperti
nence in a young man to condemn a Christian of adt'11nced years for Lis 
private religious connections. The sneer is, however, pointless. The 
question at issue is, not the consistency or otherwise, of one's forming 
and maintaining Christian friend,hips and of interchanging cunrtesies 
and amenities with one's brother-believer!.'. The form of communion 
wh:ch is expressed at the Lord's Supper is here our sole concern. We, 
for example, do not ask our correspondent's pardon for having entered 
many who are not Strict Baptists "on our list of friends." It is no 
bnsineFs of his. On the other band, though 11 member of the Con
ference of the men of our dear old College, we have held aloof from the 
closing Communion Service-though with mriny a heart-pang-for 
thirty-five years. 

PARAGRAPH 3.-The year 1855 is here referred to. Our pulp ts 
were, at that time, occupied by such men as-to name a few only
Atkinsoa, Bull, Collins, Cooper, Dickerson, Foreman, Hatton, Hazel1on, 
Remington, Hill, Hobbs, J. A. Jones, Kershaw, Mark~, Milner, Murrell, 
Newborn, Pooke, Stringer, Wall, Wells, Wright and Woodward. "ho 
were nearly all at the zenith of their usefulneEs. "We have heard with 
our ears, and our fathers ha~e declared unto us," what peace, power and 
prosperity characterised the Church-life of that happy period. 

When, however, we entreat our brethren to remember what were the 
principles and practicee, which God then so openly owned and blessed
a pPrt young man struts forward to stigmatise these hallowed times ns 
"days of darkness and prejudice," lo which "we do not want to lo 
back " - whatever he may mean. 

PA1tAGRAPH 6.-" This is awful." This follows what purports to 
be a quotation from Mr. Philpot's article-but for which, as for the bad 
grammar and the uncouth expressiocs, our correspondent is alone 
re~ponFible. The sentence commrncing "The practices opens a way" 
does not occur on pages 302 to 304 ; nor have we observed it elsewhere. 

PARAGRAPHS 7 and 8.-Thfse are too nonsensical to claim serious 
attention. Our correspondent imagines that" some old, bitter individual, 
w:th a crank i' his head," ••sent" us Mr. Philpot's article "to /rut
whatfv~r this may be-in the magazine." He surmiEeR that this hypo
tlietichl persona~e is ' just rrndy for stony," by which hP evidently 
means something very nnpleasant. He also "tru~ts that this fact may 
be revwled" (he dofs not sey to'whom); and add!.', with 1,hocking 
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irreverenO<.', that he desires "that the Lord may be pleased speedily to 
take "-the man who thus perverted our editorial judgment. 

Happily no such person exists ; but there are estim~ble br"thren who 
not only saw propriety in the reiSBue of Mr. Philpot's article, but have 
recently published a booklet advocating Strict Communion in terms far 
stronger than are to be found in the paper we deemed it right to reprint. 
What if our correspondent should transrer his enmity to those by whom 
this has been issued, and, in the name of "Christian charity," wish that 
it may please the Lord "speedily to take our brethren Gny, Mitchell 
and Mutimer," with others, out of his way. 

That we have w:::-itten with no ill-will towards this curious specimen 
of a modern Minister is proved by our concealing his name. He is 
worthy of notice only as one of a class-an embodiment of principles 
and practice3 begotten of what Carly le calls the Zeit-geist, • or "Spirit of 
the Age," and which we deem the dire and deadly foe of all that makes 
for the prosperity and progress of God's Zion in this world. 

THE BEST PLACE. 

BY JAMES E. FLEGG 

(Minister of Chatham Road Baptist Chapel, Clapham Common). 

"The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and 
is safe"; but ·• The rioh man's wee.Ith is his strong city, !Lnd as e.n high wall in 
hie own conceit."-Prov. xviii. 10, 11. 

•· Strong as IL tower the Lord 1Lbides
The righteous there for refuge hides. 
Alas I how many put. theit- trust 
In vanity and glitt'ring dust." 

"THE ROOK OF PROVERDS VERSIFIED," 
By Josiah Briscoe. 

NOT long since, a friend related in conversation that whilst he wo.s 
sitting at home his little one, who had been playing in the garden, 

came running in, and, going to her mother, ~11id, ·• Oh, mamma, there is 
a pussy and a dog running after her, and she ha9 gone into the tree, o.nd 
I think that's the best place." And it was so. There she h:d the 
advantage o,e1· her pursuer-she was in 11 place of so.fety. 

A. tree was an advanta_qe to Zaccheus. A short man is subject to 
many inconveniences, especially in a crowd. He, however, had doubtless 
heud much concerning Jesus, and now was unxious to ste" who He was." 
Hnrryin:? along in front he g~ins his vuntage ground and waits to see. 
How little he thought, of the hle;sing which that day w11s to be his. 
There ere spots to memory dear, and o.round which sweet and blessed 
associations cluster. Jn 11fter year~ how he would be thrilled with 
delight as he thought upon thut spJt-tho.t tree, counting the branch 
whereon he sat one of the best places he had ever occupied. 

For a long time a men hud made his dwelling among the tombs, 
untamable and dangerous, held fast by demons. But a bright day 
dawned, when Jesus passed that way, and with anthority commanded 
the unclean spirit to come out of the man. Where will he find his 

• Compo.re 2 Tim. iv. 10 and TiLUs ii. 12, where read, "this present age." 
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place of safety but where the men beheU him, sitting at the feet 
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind (Mark v. 15). This is the best 
place for the one who has been delievered from the hand of the mighty 
foe. Here is present, perfect, and eternal safety. 

There was a place where Jems at times loved to sojourn-the quiet 
borne at Bethany. Here Mari ha, in her energetic hurry, was" cumbered 
about much ~erving," but Mary sat at Jesus' feet and heard His words. 
Her sister was perturbed that she did not rise and help her; but the 
Master tells us that Mary occupied the best place. 

It is little to be wondered at that many sacred poets have made this 
tender and trusting woman their theme, as she sat at the Master's feet 
and listened, with soul-fraught longings, to His words of life. Of these 
Longfellow has, perhap8, best voiced the mingled feelings that must hav; 
stirred her breast :-

" 0, Master I when Thou comest it is e.lwa.ys 
A Se.bbe.th in the house. I cannot work; 
I must sit e.t Thy feet ; must see Thee, hee.r Thee. 

I he.ve e. feeble, wa.ywe.rd, doubting heart, 
Ince.pa.ble of endure.nee or great thoughts ; 
Striving for .something the.t it cannot ree.ch, 
Ba.filed and disappointed, wounded, hungry, 
And only when I hee.r Thee e.m I ha.ppy, 
And only when I see Thee a.m e.t peace. 
Stronger the.n I, e.nd wiser, and fe.r better, 
In every manner, is my sister Martha.. 
Thou see'st how well she orders everything 
To me.ke Thee welcome ; how she comes e.nd goes, 
Careful e.nd cumbered with much Rerving. 
While I but welcome Thee with foolish words. 
Whene'er Thou spea.kest to me, I a.m he.ppy; 
When Thou a.rt silent, I e.m satisfied; 
Thy presence is enough. I e.ek no more, 
Only to be with 'I"hee ; only to see Thee 
Sufliceth me. My hee.rL is then at rest." 

"THE INFINITE MAJESTY OF Gon is beyond our knowledge. His 
Being, and His mode of existence ,ue, and ever will be, a mystery. He 
bas condescended to make Himself apprehensible, but not comprehrn
sible to His saints. Were not God a mystery Be would nut be 
worshipable. A band that can grasp a ball must be greater than the ball 
that it grasps ; and a mind that could comprehend God in all the great
ness of His grace and glory would be greater than God Himself. The 
object of our wor&hip must be greater than our minds. Thus we may find 
God. We never shall find Him out. We may cast ourselves on His 
grace in Christ and be saved ; bat whet He is in the infinity of His 
grace, greatness, and glory we shall never understand."-John Hazelton. 

" DIVINE TRUTH is, like its Great Author, infinite. Hence David 
prays, 'Lead me in Thy Truth and teach me' (Psa. xxv.). The Holy 
Spirit leads us into the truth, and progressively teaches us its Reveral 
brauches and departments. But none are ever led through it. However 
much we may have learned in divine things, there are always vast plains 
to be traversed, and sublime heights to be ascended, and profound 
depths to be explored-an infinity of undisco\·ered and undisclosed 
glory."-John Hazelton. 
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SPURIOUS EXPERIMENTAL PREACHERS. 
BY WILLIAM liUNTINGTO~. 

"I will know, not the speech of them tha.t a.re puffed up, but the power." -
1 Cor. iv. 19. 

" JT is a trap of Satan's to settle sou's in carnal security by present
ing false evidences of salvation to them. 

"This he accomplishes by setting up preachers to counterfeit a 
divine power which they have never felt, and lo throw out a jumble of 
phrases which they cannot explain. 

"Thus they talk freely of 'grace,' 'convictione,' 'experience,' 
'temptation,' 'the Spirit' and His 'influence•,' 'Divin?. operations,' 
'the old man,' 'the new man,' 'self,'' repentance,'·' Christ,' 'regenera
tion,' 'corruption,' 'a work of grace,' 'faith,' together with a multitude 
of the saint's c:implaints under a sense of their native depravity, uncler 
the rod, under temptl\tion, and in times of spit·itual desertion. 

" Let the vilest imposter scrape togethtr a collection of these frag
ment•, and get ap and scatter them at random, and he will pass with 
many simple souls, at first hearing, for a warm, zealous, experimental 
preacher of the everlaHing Gospel. 

" About six years ago a young man preached in my own pulpit. I 
heard him with all possible attention. He did not so much as touch 
upon one sensation that an awakened soul feels, either under the gnilt 
of sin, the buffetings of Satan, the fear of wrath, or the Spirit of gract>. 

"Yet, two or three persons, who I believe are neitbPr dead nor blind, 
called him 'a very experimental preacher.' To which I made no reply ; 
for in one sense what they said was t· ne. for he mentioned the word 
'experience' almost at every t,re 1th."-Critiques ou Priestley's 
"Christian's Looking-gl~ss." Works, Vol. X, page 223. 

THE PURITAN'S PRAYER.-A clergyman, who was ejected from his 
living in 1662, was reduced to such poverty that he often was sorely 
distressed for wanr, of food. • He was then wont to pray lhat God would 
either supply his need, or remove the pinching, gnawing pain of hunger. 
-William Huntington also ,relates that often in their days of povnty, 
at Ewell, at the week's end he found it impossible to tell how they l111d 
been supported for seven days. At other times he tells us that he fouud 
that his craving appetite had so lost its keenne~s that he wos ablt, lo 
work hard for two days together without food at all. At others, his 
mind would be so eu wrapped with "though ls of Christ and things 
divine," thllt "his dinner-hour passed away unnoticed ; nor had he a 
thought about it till four or five o'clock-or near the time of leaving 
his labour." 

PHEACHERS SHOULD BE NATURAL.-" What did you thiuk of 
the preacher? " we asked of our good friend, Mr. Francis, of West 
Ham, respecting a very juveaile young minister who had occcupied 
the chapel pulpit on the previous Lord's Day. "I should have 
liked him well enough," was the reply," if he had been seventy; but I 
hate to hear boys talk like old men, just EL'! I hate to hear old meu tr.lk 
like boy~." 
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A MEMORIAL CAHD. 

OF 

SAMUEL HAYNES, 
For Forty-jfoe yeai·s the beloved Pastoi· of the Particula1· Baptist 

Church, St. Ives, Hunts, 

Who entered his eternal rest, October 14th, 1905, 
AGED 76 YEARS. 

"Well done, thou good e.nd faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord."-Me.tt. xxv. 21. 

"CHRISTIANS there are," says an old writer, "with whom it will 
he soon enough to become acquainted when we meP.t them in 

heaven." 
Others, whose friendship might be useful and edifying, are so 

austere, reserved and uugenial, as to manifest rat,her lio Ti " awful " 
than how amiable goodn~ss is, and who thus perpetually check t/1e 
outflow of affection toward them. Resped them one must; but to 
love them is impossible. 

To thfse, others of the Lm·d's people offer a marked contrast. 
Grace, s □peradded to their natural sweetness of disposition, invests 
their character with a subtle charm which attracts young and old alike. 
Being in frequent intercourse w.th the Well-belofed, their lives are 
fragrant of the "myrrh, aloes, and cassia with which His garments are 
redolent." Their word, do one's heart good, like sea air, or a morning 
br~eze from the moantains. Accustomed to "dip their foot ia oil" 
(Deut. xu:iii. 24), a mystic unction marks their steps ; and others, 
wh!;n in their presence, involuntarily yield to the power of the Christful 
godliness with which the Spirit has invested them. 

Of ibis order was the dear man of God whose decease we record 
with unfeigned sorrow. 

He was born in 1829, at Cambridge, of godly parent,, who, when 
he was very young, removed to Fulbourne, about five miles distant. 
Here he attended the Sanday-School connected with the Independent 

-chapel ; and, in a way that Wtl bave yet to le11m, became the subject of 
Divine grace. TI.tu,, with his soul new-born, his beru·t renewed, and 
the bias of his mind changed, he commenced to live the life of a child 
-of God on e ,rth He now began to give addresses to the children, and 
er~ long conducted c'Jttage services in a.dj-lcent villages. 

The rdigious views of the Independents not being fully in accord
ance with the sentimen•s into which he had been led, he felt desirous of 
be-ing haptis~d by immersion, which be was, with several others, at (old) 
_g 'en Chapel, Cambridge, by our late brother Samuel, of Sleaford. 

It was then laid on his and his father's henr, s to found a Strict and 
l'al'ticular Baptist Caurn in their place of residence ; and II chapel was 
ereettd, which btill stands, though now no longer used for Diviue wor
ship. Unfortunately the records of its early history are lost, and the 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 343 

interesting events of fifty years ago are known ooly to the few Chris
tians of the little company who survive. 

As time rolled on, he became well-reported of es a God-taught and 
savoury preacher ; and be was made specially acceptable in many 
pl!ices, among which were Oakington and Islebam. 

In 1860 he responded to a call from the Church at St. Ives, and the 
union then formed proved affectionate, tender, and enduring. His 
people grew more attached to him as the years glided by. The children 
grew up to love end bless him. His geneality and grace, his e,tensit"e 
knowledge of the doctrines of the Gospel, and his deep an-I solemn ex
perience of the power of the truth in his own soul, rendered him an 
ideal pastor and teacher ; and the grief of his flock at his removal is 
of tl.e intensest. 

In the ~eclnsion of his domestic life he was most affectiomte and 
co 1siderate to all, his ci;lm cheerfulness aud placid equanimity greatly 
affecting othere for good. He was by no means devoid of humour, and 
enjoyed presenting things and occurrences in e. droll aspect. 

He was of a sympathetic nature, and could weep with those that 
wept, as well as rejoice with those that were glad. He had a rare gift 
of presen·.ing the consolations of Lhe Gospel, and could administer the 
balm of Gilead very skilfully to rnd aud wounded hearts. 

As a preacher he wus solid and instructive. It could perhaps but 
rarely he.ve been said of any one of his sermons that it was particularly 
striking, but the even continuity of the thoughtfulness and savour of 
his ministry, as a whole, rendered it at once an interesting and e. pro
fitable one. The Father's sovereign grace, the Son's completed work. 
and the Sp.rit"s gracious work in the hearts of God.'~ chosen and 
redeem, d people, constituted the three-one and •· tender theme ou which 
he loved to dwell. llis voice was raised in mauy parts of the kingdom, 
and no preacher ever spoke with more searching effect, though he nernr 
aimed et being oratorical, bnt told out the truth he loved, in the simplest 
language. 

He was on a visit to Leicester, where he had eugP.ged to preach on 
the first two Sundays in October. He performed his task on the first 
Sunday; on Wedmsdo.y he was taken with a chill, and on Saturday 
he ceased fr0m his labours. 

The mortal remains were sent off f1om Leic,ster on the following 
Monday, followed to the railway st~tion by a vast number of friends, 
including our patriarchal friend, Mr. Hezleri~g. in his Bath ch~ir. 

The chapel at St. Ives was wholly filled on Thursday, Oct. I 8th, 
when a Me:norial Service wa~ conducted by his friend, M. J. Tryou, of 
Stamford, who delivered a touching addre;is on the words, "Ble,sed ure 
the dead who die in the Lord." 

The mortal remains of this choice servant of God were then con
veyed to the cemetery, and a few appropriate word~ of '· farewell " from 
J. P. Wiles, minister of Tennison Road Chapel, Cambridge, brought 
the solemn proceedings to 11 close. 

If not an Apollos or a BoHnerges he was emphaticdlly o. Demelriug, 
who had •· good report of all men a11d of the truth itself" ; and ns such 
bis name will long live in the grateful memorits of the true peop1e 
of God. 
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It is written," Woe unto you, when all men 11hall speak well of you I 
for so did their fathers to the false prophets" (Luke vi. 2G ). 

lL is, however, also written, that ·' lie that in these things serveLb 
Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men" (Rom. xiv. 18). 

It is needless to ubser~e that these apparently conflicting Scriptures 
do not really contradict each other, but are capable of the most 
harmonious explanation ; and it is pleasing when the latter is exemplified 
in the world's verdict on the career of a true and faithful servant of the 
Lord JEsus. 

It is, therefore, gratifying to note the appreciative way in which our 
decsased friend is mentioned in the Hunts County News of October 21st. 

He is referred to as the Minister, for more than forty ·years, of the 
Particular Baptist Cbapel, which was twice en:arged during his pastorate, 
and who was well-known and hi~bly respectfd in St. Ives. We are told that 
be leaves a widow, two rnns and rhree daughters to deplore his loss, and 
an account is given of the funeral solemnities, a list being appended of 
tbe names of tile principal peri!ons who attended to show respect Lo tile 
memory of tile deceased. Evidently, therefore, whatever ml\y have been 
thought of the doctrines be preached and the mode of wor,ibip he main
tained, he was very greatly est,emed as a townsman and Christian 
geutleman, whose death bas caused a blnnk which will not be easily 
filled. All tongues were silent but those that were swift to speak his 
praise; while be, we are sure, would have urge:! the oft-quoted words, 
"Give God the glory ; the man is a sinner." 

The beautiful lines of tile poet, James Mon'gomery, "On the death 
of au aged Minister," I ere giveu in extenso, m:iy up1,ropriately close our 
affectionate tribute of appreciation to oue who llas 'gone before." 

SERVANT of God, well done I 
Rest from thy loved employ; 

The battle fought, the victory won, 
Enter thy Ma.ster·s joy. 

The voice a.t midnight ea.me. 
He started up to hea.r; 

A mortal a.rrow•pierced bis frame, 
He fell, but felt no fea.r. 

Tranquil a.midst a.la.rms 
It found him on the field, 

A veteran slumbering on bis o.rms 
Beneath bis red-cross shield. 

His sword wa.s in bis band, 
Still warm with recent fight, 

Ready tba.t moment nt comma.ad 
Through rock a.ild st~el to smite. 

lt was a. two-edged blade 
Of heavenly temper keen, 

And double were the woll.ndR it ma.de, 
Where'er it gla.nced between. 

'Twas dea.tb to sin-'twa.s life 
To a.II who mourned for sin; 

It kindled a.nd it silenced strife, 
Ma.de wa.r and pea.cc within. 
Saint Neots, Hunts, 

Oft with its fiery force 
His a.rm ha.d quelled the foe, 

And la.id, resisUess in his course, 
The a.lien armies low. 

Bent on such glorious toils, 
The world to him we.a loss ; 

Yet a.11 his trophies, a.11 bis spoils, 
Ho hung upon the cross. 

At midnight came the cry, 
"To meet thy God prepare I" (eye. 

He woke, a.nd co.ugbt tho Ca.pta.in's 
Then, ijtrong in fo.ith a.nd prayer, 

His spirit with a. bound 
Left its encumbering clay ; 

His tent, nt sunrise, on the ground 
A da.rken'd ruin la.y. 

The pains of death a.re pa.at, 
Labour a.nd sorrow cease ; 

And life's Jong warfare closed at la.st, 
His soul is found in peace. 

Soldier of Christ, well done I 
Praise bo thy new employ ; 

And while etornnl a.gee run, 
Rest in thy Saviour's joy. 

R. E.• 

• A few s,nlence, arc adJul fr.:,m o.nother s,uree.-ElllTOR. 
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REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

Strict Cominunicm. By the late G. W. 
- Shepherd and J. C. Philpot, M.A. 
Threepence. R. Mutimer, 61, Stile 
Hall Gardens, Chiswick, W. ; and 
0. A. Guy, "Fair Holm," Wrotham 
Road, Gravesend. 

THIS is a neat booklet of forty-seven 
pages, giving, in a convenient form, two 
works which have long been regarded 
i..s pre•enting unanswerable arguments 
in favonr of the strict order of Gospel 
Churches and the Scriptu:ralness of CJn
fining Transient Oommunion at the 
Lord's Table to members of other 
Churches of the same faith and ordor. 

We regard its issue as exceedingly 
timely. Too little attention is paid in 
our day to the proper ritual of the 
Church of Chriat. Many consistent 
Strict Baptists would, if preBSed, 
scarcely be able to gi v~ 11 reason for 
what they practise ; while few oould 
meet an opponent or caviller with clear 
and cogent proofs of the Scripturalness 
of what we as a section of the Denomi
nation maintain. 

Here effective answers to Avery ques
tion that ·.ve bav" beard raised will be 
found; and we are instrncted bow best 
to meet every gracions objector who will 
reverently base his arguments on the 
plain teaching of the Word of God. 

Mr. Philpot's argument, on page 25, 
for the order to be observed by Gorl'd 
children, is conolnsive, and, followed as 
it is by a direct 11ppeal to the apostolic 
praotice, is, to our mind, unassailable. 

The" Typioal Chue.cter of the Church 
in the Wilderness," on page 30, might be 
regarded by some as being II little fanci
ful, but it is never1heless shown to have 
been so for weighty reasons, and to have 
been typical in orde'I', a1 well 118 s.vm
bolioal of the true Ohurch to-day. His 
appeal_ to l Oor. x, 2-4 certainly adds 
weight to his reasoning. 

But nowhere, perhaps, is this masterly 
writer seen to better advantage than on 
pages 36 to 43, where he deals with the 
"Stream of Analogy," a~ proving that 
Christ's disciples were themselves bap
tized. "Show me," ae.ya the Indepen
dent or Methodist brother, " when and 
where the disoiplee were baptised?" 
And the question he.s nonpluBSed more 
than one e11rnest Baptist. Our autbor 
he.a given an nnswer whioh we be.ii with 
delight, for who would indeed concei'l'e 
of the apostles immersing others when 
they themseves had not been baptised. 
No one would do this unleBB they really 

desired to char~e the.apostles with base 
hypocrisy o.nd_ flagrant inconsistency. 

Finally, he appeals to Eph. iv. 5 
(" One Lord, one faith, one baptism ") 
in support of his very o.ble contention 
for the apostolic order. Thie, as some 
may think, does not strengtten his po
sition, since many eminent. thco'.ogiats 
have held that the baptism of the spirit 
and not water be.ptism is here referred 
to. Arthur Pridbam, however, he.swell 
observer! that "this conclusion leaves 
the other untouched, and involves the 
truth that there is a-be.ptism by water, 
of Divine institution, and of essential 
recognition by all who woulcl obey the 
words of Obrist." 

We he.ve reviewed Mr. Philpot's por
tion of tbis booklet 6 rst, because the 
first conditions of Chnrcb member.hip 
are therein de11lt with. Mr. Shepherd's 
suhjeot is more particularly Transient 
Oommunion. Right glad are we to read 
bis trencbe.nt r11marke on page 5 about 
the never-failing talisman-" I have 
be~n baptised." Surely this question 
should rather be wiked-whelher the 
person who proposes to commune with 
u,i is in membership with a sister 
Churob? and, if so, name it. Should 
such a queeLion offend, be it so. We 
are usured in our own mind that no 
humble and consistent member of such 
a Church would be ash11med of making 
that fact known to the minister or 
deaoons of the BSeembly with which it is 
wished to oommune. 

Undoubtedly tbe evils enumerated on 
pages 12 to 14 a.re at the bottom of the 
laxity which obtains in many of our 
Baptist Oburches. A friend or rele.tive 
in the Ohurch, or some influenti11l mem
ber of the congregation-more often the 
le.tter-muet be oonoiliated and pleased, 
and thus God's orrler gives way. 

We are personally acquainted with 
two Churches where Striot Communion 
was practised until the preponderating 
intluence of wealth in the one case, and 
of eminent piety in the other, eventnally 
led to the opening of the Te.hie to u.ll 
comers and the subvt!rsion of the "due 
order " so long maintained. 

Most cogent, too, is Mr. Shepherd's 
refutation of the practice of open com
munion on page 19 ; and w~ would say 
to all into whose hand1 the little work 
may fall : "Read, mark, learn, and in
wardly digest." 

In brief, its extensive circulation is. 
most desirable. It furnishes tbose who 
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love !be ordinances of God's House 
witb an effective weapon of defence; 
to those who may be wavering in their 
mind~ it will be found a very heavy 
weight of proof and powerful reasoning 
on tbe si,le of right; and, if placed in 
tbe bands of tb0se wbo are opposed to 
the prineiples we deem Scriptural, it 
should furnish a stron~ inducement to 
" Search the Scriptures, and see whe her 
these things be so." H. BTILL. 

Primitive Traits in Religious Revival3: 
A Study in Menial e.nd Social Evolu
tion. By F. M. Daven port, Professor 
in Sociology at Hamilton College. 
London : ~!Hcmille.u and Co., Limited. 
Price, 6s. 6d. net. 

THE work before us, whicb hails from 
America, migbt have been termed "The 
Rationale of Reviv&lism." It is an ex
haus1ive and dev,mt treatise, in wbich 
nnmerons facts are advancrd to show 
that manv of the peculiar and, as some 
might say, extrave.irant che,racterietics 
of modern "Revivals,'' are really tbe 
same as or ~eatly resemble the pheno
mena wbich have appeared at various 
periods in the hietory of mankind and 
in various parts of tha world; in short, 
that the raphsod1es, t-xcitemrn1 s. trances, 
convulsions, visions, etc.-of wbicb we 
have beard much of late-are recorder! 
to have occurred before among North 
.American Indians, Negroes, Mormons, 
and many others. In the present age, 
when revinliem is, as it were, in the 
circumambient atmosphere, a metaphy
sical work, so sane and so thuugbtful 
as I be preEent one, is. to say the least, 
most opportune. 

It consists of honest, patient and 
successful endeavour to differentiate 
between natural emotion, "personal 
magnetism," anrl "hypnotisro,'' and the 
genuine operations of tht: Holy Spirit 
in regeneration and conv,-rsion. The 
author does not sweepingly condemn 
all special or regular gatherings for re
ligious awakening, but rightly warns us 
to eschew merely human devices for 
making "converts." Thus, hfl says, 
"The crowd is natively a primiLive 
thing. But tbe1e is no reason why it 
may not be moulded into a more rational 
instrument of helpfulness and inspira
tion" (paj!e 319). 

As to the author's doctrinRI ■tate
ments, there are, as might be antici
pated, 1ome with which we are not en. 
rapport; though many of bis conclusions 
will commend themselves to every intel
ligent reader. For instance, he regards 
as the true evangelism e. careful train
ing of tbe young. Thus, on page 318, 

" The ideal way is tbe path of Christian 
nurture, and not of revival rapture. But 
we must not gaze so devot~dly at the 
perfectly ideal ae to miss the plainly 
practical." The author's draslic criti
cisms may serve to shed some •· dry 
ligbt" upon much that is goir,g on at 
the present day in We.lee and elsewhere. 
We w.:,uld by no means criticise harshly 
but would welcome everything that 
seems to indicate a change for 1be bet
ter in sinful men and women. God 
knows bow our soul longs to see a real 
revival among ourselves e.s a D,nomina
tion-a filling up of vace,nt places, a 
hungering for the Word of Life, an 
awakening to earnestness and zeal. O 
how much tbis is needed I But let it 
be clearly the work of the Holy Ghost, 
ard not natural excitement, emotion and 
frenzy. We are not anxious to see our 
fellow-creatures in fits or convulsions, 
but truly changed in.heart and life. 

The reading of obapter iii. reminds 
one of the late Professor Stowe's" Train
ing System " for the young-a B_l"stem of 
collective instruction, dependi,,g much 
for ,ts success on wbaL he terms "The 
Sympathy of ~umbers," by wbich hun
dreds of children are taught as easily as 
one; and which, wben followed up by 
individual catechizing and recapitula
tion, is of all methods by far the most 
pleasant, expeditious and efficacious. 
So the writer found it as an instructor 
of youtb, both in day and Sunday
sohools. 

The chapter dealing with the 11,waken
ing under Jonathan Edwards daroands 
not only psychologice,l study, but also 
praye1 ful c,,n,ideration. Some of the 
author•~ statements, and especially those 
concerning the sacrifice of Christ an,! the 
doctrine of election, are by no means to 
our mind. He nevertheless gives Ed
wards credit for having possessed "a 
fascinating eye,'' "prodigioue intellec
tual strength," a "wonderfully vivid " 
imagination, and a power of "masterly 
marshalling of terrible argument" ; yet 
who "on the whole stood for order and 
wholesome restraint." He does not. 
deny that scores were awakened, but 
states that there was, as an after result, 
"a disheartening cbroniole of mental 
and nervous disorder, ranging from the 
swoon to tbe suicide"; and subse
quently a" profound reaction, the.t set 
in at once and oontinued for a half. 
century." How differently this reade 
from the narratives contained in the 
Act ■ of the Apost)Ps I 

In the next ohapter the author speaks 
of John Wesley as a man whose "mind 
early suffered an abnormal twist." O<'n-
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trasting him with Whitefield, be says the 
latter" was emotional, sympathic, ma_z
netic; but Wesley was overpowering." 
In the chapter on Finney and otherH, 
he ate.tee tba.t" Mormonism was literalh· 
born and bred in the unhealthy revivAl 
atmosphere"; while of D. L. Moody he 
says that " he was as truly a peerless 
organising genius in U.e religious world 
as any who can be described in such 
terms in th-!! industrial or political 
world." 

With bis remarks regarding the train
ing of the young we entireJ.· agree, as, 
for example, hie C'antions concerning 
fri gbtful delineations of hell end Sa
tan :-" Senseless stories of the hob
goblin, the bogey-man, and the witch 
may remain to torture (a child) for 

yearP. The sliock of a frightful dream 
bas been known lo plunge no,mal chil
dren into epileptic file just because the 
dream wa9 so extremely real to the im
pressionable little brain." 

Our space precludes further extracts 
or comments. We have ~ndeavoured 
to deal fairly with a work w hicb Dot 
only teems with matter, hut is most 
,uggestive and htlpful. As we conclude, 
this prayer rises from our bean:
" Wilt not Thou revive us agu.in: \hat 
Thy people may rejoice in Thcf? " 
" 0 Lord, revive (or • preserve alive', 
margin) Thy work in the mid,t of 1be 
yearP, in the midst of the years make 
known; In wrath remember mercy." 

A. E. REALFF. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

SURREY TABERNACLE ANNIVER-
SARY. 

ON tbo 18th Ootober was celebrated the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the forma
tion of this Church. Speoial services 
were held, commencing in the after
noon, Mr. S. F. MoKee,of Hollingwood, 
near Manchester, occupied the pulpit, 
and preached an animated and en
couraging d iscouree from the 20th 
verse of the 6th of Ephesians, "Giving 
thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

After this service the friends then 
adjourned to the large vestry and 
partook of tea, 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by the pastor, Mr. 0. S. Dalbey, 
and was opened by singing the 680th 
hymn:-

.. Jesus, Tb! BOints assemble here 
Thy power nnd goodneee to deolnre." 

The pastor read the 132nd Psalm, and 
Mr. Thomae Green prayed for the 
blessing of the Lord on the meeting. 

The Chairman ea.id : In the position I 
occupy I am not expected to preach, 
but 1 have to preside over the good 
brethren who have been a.eked to speak 
to us in the Lord's name, and to listen 
to their teatimonies, It is only neoee
eary for me to say that this is the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the day 
when but a few gave themeelv11a to the 
Lord, and then to ea.oh other, to form a 
Gospel Church after the New Testament 
order, and this Ohuroh has oontinued, 
with its officers and deacons, ever since, 
and you have never been without a 
ministry, so that by the help of God we 
continue unto this day. 

AddreseeA were then given by breth
ren Mitchell. Ackland, Boulden, Chand
ler, McKee, Rundell, and Carr. During 
hie concluding remarks Mr. Dolbey 
expressed the particular pleasure it had 
given him to bear the Lancashire accent 
of his friend, Mr. McKee. 

The hymn, "All bail the power of 
Jeeu'e name," having been sung, this 
enjoyable and enjoyed meeting was 
closed with the Benediction. 

" PROVIDENOE," CLAPHAM 
JUNCTION. 

ON September 2-!th and 26th we held 
harvest thanksgiving eervioee. Pastor 
R. E. Sears occupied the pulpit on the 
Sunday morning, and spoke to the 
young people present on the motto, 
" How beautiful is God I" afterwards 
preaching from the words, "These wait 
all upon Thee, that Thou mayeat give 
them their meat in due season. That 
Thou giveet them they gather." 

On the Sunday afternoon the chapel 
was well filled for a young people's 
service1 when Mr. T. R. Looeley, eeore
tary or the Aeeooiation Sunday.school 
Committee, gave an earnest address on 
the text, '' Whosoever will, let him 
take of the water of life freely." In the 
evening pastor H, J. Galley, of West 
Ham, preached to a l(OOd oongrel!'ation, 
expounding Pea. o:n1i, very profitably, 
Special antheme-euoh as "0 give 
thanks unto the Lord," "0 taste and 
see how gracious the Lord is," and 
"Ye shall dwell in the land "-were 
sung under the d ireotion of the 
organist, Mr. E. G. Marsh. 

These services were continued on the 
following Tuesday, when Mr. G. W, 
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Thomae, of Watford. preached in the 
afternoon, and a public meeting was 
held Ill the evening, presided over by 
Mr. W. P. Goodley. After some kindly 
wori:Js and good wishes from the 
Chairman, excellent Gospel addresses 
wereT deli verej by pastors E. Beecher, 
J. N. Throssell, G. W. Thomas J 
Parnell, anoi W. Wileman. The pa~tor 
concluded with a few words, and a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman was 
accorded on the motion of the deacons 
F. W. Ke:van and E. L. Acworth'. 
Sympathetic reference was ma.de to 
our bel(!ved ~ea~on, D. Potter, who has 
been la1d aside by long illness. 

The collectiom, amounting to :£1012~ 
were for the Church fnnds.-F. W. i:' 
SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK BAPTIST 

HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
TH~ annual meetings of the above 
Society were held at Rattlesden on 
Ta!j~day, November 17th. The secretary 
{pastor H. D. Tooke) preaohed in the 
afternoon from Lake v. 6-8, seeking to 
e~coarage those who felt that they, 
hke Peter, "had toiled all night and 
ta.ken nothing," with the fact that no 
traly God-sent servants can "!&boar in 
vain or spend their strength for 
nought." 

A _public meeting was held in the 
13venmg, ably presided over by pastor 
W. F. Edgerton, who, in hie address 
laid great emphasis apon the import: 
ance and ve,lae of village work. 

The Secretary rea_d the Report, which 
was of 1u~ enlloaragmg nature, showing 
that durmg the year the Society had 
under its auspices 33 village stations 
8 mission_ chapels, 12 pastors regularly 
e~jfa.ged m the _w(!rk, 9 pa.store receiving 
~1d, and one m1se10ner engaged entirely 
1n the work. Mr. W. H. Berry having 
resigned his position a.a missioner with 
the oversight of the chapels a.t' Sax
mundhe,m and Sudhourne, the com
mittee have invited pastor D. Flavell to 
succeed him, which he ha.a been led to 
accept, and will (D.V.) commence hie 
ministry on the first Lord's-dar in Nov. 

Pastor W. Dixon emphasized the 
character of the Christian minister's 
work, a.a ~et out in 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 

Pastor F. J. Ha.rea.nt enlarged upon 
the peculiar difficulties of the pastor's 
work in the rural districts, and ex
pressed his regret that m·ore of the 
London Churches did not lend their 
practioa.l sympathy to a work from 
which they had derived benefit them
selves in the number of members who 
had, in the providence of God, come up 
to the Metropolis from the counties of 
Suffolk and Nor folk. 

All the addressee were most helpful 
a.ad_ in~piring. The ole,ims upon the 
So01e~y s resourcea are consta.ntly in
creasing, and we would take this 
opportunity of appealing for the help 
of. all who &re interested in the well
bemir of the Churches a.ud the sprea.d of 
the Redeemer's kingdom. 

Contributions will be most thankfully 
received by the treasurer, Mr. W. Ling, 
23, Wa.rrington-roa.d, Ipswich; or by 
th~ secretary, pastor H. D. Tooke, 21, 
Wmdsor-roa.d, Lowestoft. 

LONDON STRICT BAPTIST 
MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION. 

THE t_we_ntieth a.nniveree.ry of thea.bove 
Aseo01a.t1on was happily held on Tues
day, Sept. 19th, a.t Shouldhe.m-etreet 
chapel. In the afternoon e.t 4 o'clock 
a.n excellent sermon we.s delivered by 
pastor W. Chisnall from John vi 12 
"Gather up the fragments that rem:a.in' 
that nothing be lost." This ada.ptiv~ 
discoane embodied (1) The personal 
~ta.tement of Jesus-he that is perfect 
lD knowledge commands his servants• 
(2) The instruction given-be oa.refui 
not to pa.as by anything, nor despise the 
d_a.y of sma.!l thing~ ; (3) The expla.n11,
t1on of the mstruot1on-there is no loss 
or waste in nature or in grace ; no trae 
prayer, or word, or suffering, or experi
ence, or deed is lost. 

After tea. the evening meeting was 
presided over by toe president (Mr. W. 
Brazier}, who read and commented on 
Rom. xii. Pe.etor T. L Sapey led in 
prayer. le. the Chairman's brief address 
he welcomed the friends present, 11,nd 
exhorted tbe brethren from the worde 
in Gal vi. 14, "God forbid tha.t I should 
glory, save in the oroas of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

The secretary (Pastor S. Banke) read 
the report. Thie embraced the follow
ing items :-Members 37 (16 being 
pa.store). Three brethren he.ve • been 
011,lled home to rest from their le.boars 
11,nd afflictions: F. W. Foreman, W. 
Archer, E. Fletcher ; and two have been 
added to our number. Ma.ny instructive 
papers have been read e.t the monthly 
meetings ; conferences on the Revival 
in Wales, a.nd prayer a.nd praise meet• 
ings he.ve also been profitably held. 
The new Cause a.t Reigate ha.a been 
gratuitously maintained by the services 
of the brethren, e.nd to pe,storless 
Ohurohea their presence a.nd ministry 
have been eq ue.lly e.ooepta.ble. 

Addresses were given by Pastors W. 
Chisne.11, S. T. Beloher, W. F. Waller, 
C. West, R. E. Sea.re, and Mr. J. H. 
Coulson. -S. J. TA YLOB. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
Pastor W. Ra.neon deola.red tha.t the 

need for the Society's work wa.s in
creasing ra.ther thu.n decreasing. 

Pastor H. M. Marling followed with 
a helpful 11,ddresa on ·• Our Work and 
its Re4uiremente." 

A SPECIAL missionary prayer-meeting 
was held on Ootober Gth at Hill-street 

·chapel, London, when m11,ny earnest 
petitions were presented 11,t the throne 
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of grace, The meeting, which com
menced at 6.30 p.m., was presided over 
in turn by brethren Mitchell, Hazelton, 
Mutimer, and Booth. These brethren 
read some portions of Scripture and 
brethren Hazelton gave an address. 

Brother Booth asked that prayer 
might be offered for the following 
particular objeote :-

That the opposition of the Mobam
meda.ns to the progress of the w )rk at 
Ar11mba.kka.m be removed. 

That the girl who wanted to be ba.p• 
tized more than a, year ago, but whose 
pa.rents have removed her from the 
influence of our missionaries might 
soon be enabled to follow her Lord. 

That our missionaries may be guided 
in the extension which they a.re hoping 
to make in the work. 

That brother Morling may have 
wisdom given him that he may be able 
to give good counsel to our a.gents. 
These go to him, during brother Booth's 
absence from India, with their trouble~ 
and difficulties, and look to him for 
advice, 

That the workers may be helped to 
continue their work fn.itnfully. 

That doors may be opened so that 
the Gospel oan be taken to the women. 

That the converts may be kept by the 
power of G..id, for they Ii ve in tne 
midst of trem6ndous forces of ev ii. 

The meeting was closed soon after ten 
o'olook. . 

WOOD GREEN, PARK RIDINGS. 
THE Sunday-school of the above oele
brated its thirteenth anniversary on 
Sunday, 2-!th, and the following ·rues
day, 26th September. 

Our esteemed brother A. E. Brown 
preached on the Sunday. In the morn
ing the mesS11,ge was, " He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come "ll'ain with 
rejoaoing, bringing his sheaves with 
him." l'he evening discourse ·was an 
impressive one, the text being, "So, 
th6u, every one of us shall give aooount 
or himself to God." 

Brother Prior (Chadwell-street) ad
dre,eed the scholars in the afternoon, 
and secured their attention as be held 
forth the words of God, "Thou sbalt 
ea.II His name Jesus: for He shall save 
His people from their sine." 

On Tuesday afternoon pastor J. E. 
Flagg direotea our minds, in an exoellent 
sermon, to lea.ia.b's account of God's call 
to service in the sixth chapter of hie 
prophecy. The main parts empbs.eized 
were the words: "I saw the Lord"-" I 
am undone"-" Here am I; send me." 
One thought stood out more promin
ently than others, that being "the 
necessity for a knowledge of one's own 
undone condition ere we can ' tell' to 
others." 

After the frieuds, together with the 

sohola.re, had partaken of tea, tbe 
evening meeting was held. Brother G. 
Savage presided. Brother Crowburst 
sought God's blessing open the speakers, 
hearers and scholars. 

Oar secretary, brother Kyte, read a 
report of the past year's work, a list of 
the officers and teachers, and the 
financial statement. It has been e. year 
of change, unexpected changes, yet a 
year of increase-increased numbers, 
increased interest- which calls forth a 
note of praise. There are 7 teachers and 
88 scholars. Regret was expressed in 
the report for two resigna.tiomJ.;viz., tha 
late Pastor and President last ro.ay, and 
brother Gee, who felt compelled to 
relinquish the post of superintendent, 
owing to romoval. Thanks were also 
expressed for their earnest and active 
interest in the work. Acknowledgment 
was made of the good service rendered 
by our late pastor's wife. The Lord J;ias 
constrained others to fill the vacancies, 
Our sister, Mias Smith, has taken the 
oversight of the Young Women's 
Bible-class, and brother Cnambers the 
superintendence of the school, he being 
foransrly, for six years, secretary. An 
infant-class teacher, however, is greatly 
needed. There is at present one reserve 
teacher, There are 50 names on ~he 
school library and 217 books. Durmg 
tbe winter months six lantern lectures 
have been given and greatly o.ppreciated, 
The school subscribed during the year 
£615s. 9!d, to the Strict Baptist Missiun. 
On Wednesday, January 11th, the 
parents' annual meeting took place. 
Recitations were given by the soholars, 
prizes were distributed, and 11, lecture_ on 
the Bible was delivered. The exours1on 
was to Chingford on Tuesday, July ~th. 
Fine weather was given and an enJoy
able day granted. Monthly prayer
meetings have been held regularly. 
Each Sonday an address is given to the 
scholars. 'fbis year there is to b~ a 
Scripture examination and prizes 
awarded. The Metropolitan Associa
tion's Oateobiam is brou11;ht before the 
minds of the children Sunday by Sun
day from the desk. The receipts for 
the year amounted to £20 17s. 2¼d, ~nd 
the expenditure was £20 9a. 7¼d., leavmg 
11, b"'lanoe of 7s. 7d. Hitherto bath the 
Lord helped us, and henceforth _by His 
grace will we go forward, till He, 
through sovereign meroy, will bestow 
the crown of life and glory. 

The Chairman's remarks were bBsed 
upon that marvellous passage, "Cast 
thy bread upon the waters." 

Brother James Clark delivered a. 
message to the teachers, his text being 
the same as brother Brown brought to 
us on Lord's-day morning. 'fhree 
points our brother took: ( l) The 
labourer-" He that goeth forth" ; (2) 
His work-" bearing IJrecious seed"; 
(3) His success-" She.II donbtless." 
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Brother J. R. Scoones took the words, 
"Feed My lambs," e.nd graciously 
applied them to the preacher, teacher, 
parent and scholars. 

Brother Flegg pointed to the words 
"He gave Himself." Behind the heat 
service that is rendered will be the 
giving of one's self. Some give e. goocl 
deal-what is needed is the giving or 
self in this service. A man may sµend 
without bei11g spent. 

The remarks of ea.eh speaker were 
much enjoyed, e.nd we trust will be 
retained and pondered upon. 

Thus e. very happy school birthday 
we.a spent. All the friends worked 
together, and the scholars did their 
pa.rt right well; severe.I of the friends 
se.id bow well they sung to the praise 
of God. 

The collections realised nearly £4, for 
which we a.re grateful. To Him be e.ll 
the pre.ise.-P. J.C. 

WANDSWORfH COMMON, 
CHA.THAM ROAD. 

THE ninth anniversary services were 
held e.t the above ple.oe of worship, in 
connection with the Snnde.y-school, on 
October 8th e.nd 11th. 

Onr pastor preached two sermons on 
the Snnde.y e.nd we.a much helped in his 
discourse.. In the morning his text we.a 
2 Tim. iii. 15, "And that from e. child 
tho~• he.et known the Holy Soriptnres, 
which a.re a.hie to rne.ke thee wise unto 
se.lve.tion through faith which is in 
Christ J eens." Our pastor spoke we) I 
upon this subject, e.nd, to our mind, 
me.de the meaning of the text quite 
pie.in, especially in the matter of the 
Holy Spirit e.nd His work in the soul. 
In the evening he we.a led to speak from 
the wordP, " For the love of Christ oon
stre.ineth us" (2 Cor. v. 14). He 
observed the.t the love of Christ we.a 
free, which, blessed be God, we have 
ea.use to thank Hirn for, e.nd the.t Hie 
love we.a e. conquering love. We were 
also urged to "Be not weary in well 
doing," e.nd to use our every opportunity 
to this end. 

In the afternoon two members of our 
pastor's Bible-class ge.ve short addresses 
to the children, Mr. Gingell on" Time," 
and Mr, Jones on "Master." The re
marks of both were evidently e.ppre
oie.ted e.nd were fittingly e.pproprie.te to 
the ooce.sion. 

Bible-class have joined the Churoh, and 
two waiting to do so. Four sohole.rs 
entered the Scripture examination and 
ea.oh gained prizes. There are 66 mem
bers of the Bible-reading As.ooie.tion. 
Our pastor encourages the reading of 
Cheeri11g Words by the children and the 
solution of Scripture enigma. by giving 
a prize yearly for the .correct answers. 

The reading of the reµort was followed 
by e.n address from pastor Easter, hie 
subjeot bein~ "The Good Shepherd"• 
e.nd also by brethren Vine (Cle.phe.m)' 
Goodge, Superintendent Baxter, and 
H. R. Mountford. Our brother Baxter 
also he.d _che.r_g~ of the singing, which 
proved his e.b1hty e.e e. leader ; and Miss 
Newman me.nipnle.ted the organ. 

The services were uright e.ndcheerful 
throughout e.nd were much enjoyed 
e.nd whilst we e.cole.im the goodness of 
our God through another year, we look 
and pray for further manifestation of 
His grace e.nd power in the sohool year 
on which we have entered. Tne.t Hi~ 
grace may a.bound is the prayer of 

ONE OF THE TEACHERS. 

HADLEIGH REA.TH, SUFFOLK. 
-Harvest thanksgiving services were 
held on October 8th e.nd 9th. Sermons 
were preached on the Snnde.y by brother 
Robinson (He.dleigh), in the afternoon 
on the •• Mnnifioence of God " from Pee.. 
cxlv. 16, e.nd in the evening, "Ruth's 
request to Ne.omi," from Rnth ii. 2, 3, 
There were good oongrege.tions, the 
services being mnch enjoyed, On the 
following de.y e.bout 40 se.t down to the 
public tea. In the evening there was e. 
le.rp:e oougrege.tion. Mr. W. F. Keeble, 
of Boxford, preeided, e.nd ge.ve e. nee.t 
e.nd e.pproprie.te little speech. Mr. 
Ribbe.ns led us to God in prayer. 
Excellent speeches were delivered by 
Messre. A.. Shave; Butterworth, Foller, 
Robinson e.nd Watson. The meeting 
we.a very hearty, e.nd the re1?ule.r wor
shippers rnuoh cheered by the visit of 
so many neighbours e.nd friends from e. 
distance. Eighteen months a.go the 
chapel we.a almost foree.ken ; now there 
id e. nioe company every Lord's-day, 
different local brethren gi vinl!' their 
services e.s pree.obers of the Word of 
God. :£4 we.s nquired to meet the 
expense of e. muoh - needed stove. 
Be.le.nee over from oolleotions e.nd 
donations, after payin_g ooet of tee., &o., 
£2 53. We praise God for e.11 His 
goodness, e.nd go forward in fe.ith e.nd 
hope-J. R. 

On Wednesday e. large number of 
obildren 11nd friends gathered together 
to hear the a.ddresses of the severe.I 
brethren. Our brother Newman occu-
pied the chair, e.nd, e.s is well known, GLEMSFORD (EBENEZKR).-Speoie.1 
fills the.t position worthily. services were held on Lord'e-da.y, Sept. 

After prayer by brother Silver, the 17th, when three eennons were preached 
secretary of the Bnnde.y-eohool, brother by onr muoh-eRteemed friend e.nd 
Mason, ree.d the report, which was very brother, the late pastor, A.. J. We.rd. On 
enooure.ging, t.be ,chief point& being:- the following Monday, harvest tbe.nke-
130 scholars on the books in addition to giving services were held. In the e.fter
Bible-ole.esee; two lady member11 of the I noon a. goodly number gathered together 
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for praise and prayer. Several brethren 
led in pr,.yer 11,nd tha::ikegiving to onr 
God for Hid great mercy towards ne, 
both in providence and grace. Trnly 
we could •ing :-

.. The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above." 

A public tea was provided at whioh 
about 80 ee.t down. In the evening our 
beloved brother Ward again delivered a 
very solemn meeeage from Matt. xiii. 30, 
which we pray may prove e. lasting 
blessing. A profitable time we.a spent 
at the services. Good congregations. 
Colleotione upwards of £6. Praise the 
Lord.-A. M. 

WOOD GREEN. 
AT Park Riding• Chapel on Satnrday, 
October 14th, a tea and social meeting 
was held in connection with the Traot 
Society and Open-air Mission. All the 
workers and friends met to recall the 
Lord's lovingkindnese dnring the past 
session in their open-air services. 

Onr brother Kyte presided, and the 
leader read a report of the services held 
at the corner of Lymington-avenue. 
Nineteen eervioee were held, and unity 
and muob joy were experienced in 
"holding forth the Word of Life." The 
young people and the Snnday-echool 
children have joined ns from Sunda.y to 
Sunday in praising the God of our 
salvation. Bible leaflets have been 
distributed and also copies of Cheering 
Word& to pa.seers-by. 

After prayer we.a offered for God's 
blessing to rest upon the seed sown and 
the sowers, the Cbairma.n ga.ve an 
addreee on our Mission-Paet, Present, 
and Fntnre. H., laid stress upon the 
neoeeeity of " being" and "knowing" 
ere one oa.n_go forth "speaking." 

Brother Whitaker ma.de eome whole
some remarks on the enbjeot of "Our 
Meseage." His text was lea. xxxviii.17. 
At the oonolueion of bid a.ddreea be rea.d 
an acroetic on the worde-Pa.rk Ridings 
Open-air Mission. 

Brother Waller directed our minds to 
"Our Master," be.sing hie speech upon 
the word~, '"One ie your Ma.eter, even 
Christ." Ae nn illuetra.tion for bie 
address he took the eubject of master 
and servant, a.nd by oompa.rieon pointed 
to our heavenly Master and our rela.tion 
to Him as servants. He referred to 
Hie no.me and His business. and the 
fa.itbful servant's reward. One pointed 
question our l.rother asked-' Whom 
are yon serving-our Ma.eter or Satan? " 

Brother Bunyan spoke of " our 
manner" as outdoor speakel'l!---;lpea.king 
the truth in love. The worde that 
impressed him in regard to his subject 
were, ·• What manner of persons ought 
ye to be in all holy oonnrsation and 
godliness?" It ie easy enough to stand 
up and talk, but do we speak in love 
and sincerity? We must have love for 

the troth. The truth we prea.ch is 
"Jesus Cbri~t, and Him crucified." We 
are to speak "as unto the Lord," an<! 
not unto men. Let us "commit our 
works unto the Lard, and He v., 11 
establish our thoughts." 

We were greatly encouraged by such 
a good attendance of friends, and now 
we are looking forward to the time 
when again we hope to extol and exalt 
a procione Christ all around. 

Brother Hill offered earnest prayer, 
and "Crown Him Lord of all" (to 
"Dia.dem ") brought a epiritnallyhappy 
meeting to a close. P. J. C. 

BERMONDSEY ( LYNTON·ROAD ).
On Tuesday, October 3rd, anniversary 
services were held in commemoration of 
the opening of the oba.pel. In the 
a.fternoon brother J. Bush preached 
from Gal. v. 22, dwelling very blessedly 
on the fruit of the Spirit. At 6.30 a 
publio meeting was held, pastor B. T. 
Dale presiding; and brethren A. Boulden, 
J. Boeh, J. Clark and A. Steele gave 
encoora.ging addressee. The colleotions 
were eatisfaotory. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

THE half-yearly meeting wae held a.t 
West Hill Chapel, Wandsworth, on 
Tuesday, Ootober 10th. There was a 
good muster of pastors and delegates at. 
the afternoon meeting, wbioh wa.e pre
sided over by the president, pastor E. 
Mitchell. 

After a hymn had been snng, the 
122nd Pdalm wae read by pastor G. W. 
Thoma.a and prayer was offered by 
paator E. Beecher. 

In addressing a few words of welcome 
to the pa.store and delegates, the Chair
man dwelt upon the blessing of unity 
and the right aim of all service-the 
glory of God. 

The Church at D11.tohet wae heartily 
received into the Association, and, in 
well-chosen words, brother E. Mitchell 
welcomed Mr. Bneb, pastor of the 
Church at Zion, New Croes. 

Brethren G. W. Thomae and J. Bneb 
were elected preaident and vice-president. 
for the year 1906-7. 

It was heartily agreed that a letter of 
sympathy should be eent to the esteemed 
bon. sec., brother H. Clark. 

Interesting statements were made by 
brother J onee as to the work of the 
Home Mie~ion Committee, and by 
brother Looseley iu reference to the 
proceedings of the Sunday School 
Committee. 

The invitation of pastor J. Bush to• 
hold the annual meeting at New Cross 
was heartily aooepted. 

The friends at Weet Hill bad spared 
no pains to provide an enjoyable repast, 
of which a large number partook. 

The evening meeting was opened 11t 
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1i.30. Pe.etor J. Easter ree.d e. portion of 
Soripture, e.nd pre.yer we.e offered by 
brethren Guy, White, e.nd Se.pey. 

A vote of the.nke we.B a.ocorded the 
friends e.t West Hill for their hospitality 
on the motion of brethren Fromow and 
Flegg. The collection a.mounted to 
£6 l 7e. 5d. 

Pastor J. Bush, though suffering 
somewhe.t from the effects of e. fall, we.s 
helped to preach e. sermon from Rom. 
xv. 13, which we.s much enjoyed by 
many present. JAMES E. FLEGG. 

STEVE~AGE ( ALBERT·STREET ).
-On Wednesde.y, October llth, specie.I 
harvest thanksgiving services were 
held, two Eermons being preached by 
Mr. E. White (Woolwicb) to good 
congregation9, the gathering in the 
evening being especie.lly good. The 
afternoon diecouree, ba.@ed on Psalm !xv. 
11, was very e.ppropria.te to the occe.sion, 
and the evening sermon we.s full of the 
Gospel from Luke xv. 17, 18. There 
was a. large e.ttende.nce a.t the tee. 
between the services, and the collec
tions were encouraging. May the God 
of a.II gr11.ce accept our the.nksgiving, 
and crown His Gospel with success, 
prays-J. P. P. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDEN0E).-: We 
held our he.rvest the.nksgiving services 
on Monday, September 24th, and, not
withstanding the heavy downpour of 
re.in, good congregations gathered, when 
two sermons were preached by pe.stor 
H. T. Chilvers (Ipswich), which were 
much enjoyed. Eighty friends eat down 
to tea.. On Sunde.y, October 8th, our 
46th chapel e.univeree.ry wa.e held. Mr. 
H. S. Boulton (Chelmsford) preached 
three sermons, whioh were much en
joyed. Good oonl!rega.tione gathered to 
hee.r the Word. Me.y the Lord bless us 
e.nd Zion with large blessings is our 
prayer a.s e. Church and people. 

CH ATHA M (ENON). -Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
September 20th, when two sermons 
were pree.ched by Mr. J. Jarvie, pastor 
of Devonshire-road, Greenwioh. Our 
brother took h in text in the afternoon 
from Pea.Im cvii. 8, •· Oh the.t men would 
pre.ise the Lord for His goodness I " In 
the evening the subject was Ruth ii. 8, 
"Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hee.rest 
thou not, my daughter 7 Go not to 
glean in another field, neither go from 
hence, but nbido here fa~t by my 
maidens." Tea was provided in the 
school-room for friend@, who much en
joyed the conversation of our brother 
Jarvis. These services proved to be e. 
good time to the Lord's ohildren, and 
very instructive to nil that heard him, 
which served to bring to memory like 
sea.sons already pa.seed, and to show that 
our God still remembers Zion.-C. C. 

BRIGHTON (SALEM, BOND•BTREET). 
Servioee in oonneotion with the 119th 
anniversary of this old and God
honoured Ca.use were held on September 
19th, when two sermons were preached 
that in the afternoon by pastor E'. 
Mitohell, and in the evening by Mr. 
Thomae Carr. .The afternoon subject 
was taken from Titus i. 2, when we 
were led to ooneiderJ. first, Divine pro
tection; secondly, 1:tracioue promise• 
thirdly, The grand prospect ; th~ 
preacher dwelling upon these themes to 
the manifest enjoyment of hie hearers 
finishing by pointing out that th~ 
grand prospect was no idle tale to the 
believer, bnt true and eubeta.ntia.l. 
During the interval a number of friends 
partook of tea in the schoolroom. In 
the evening our llrother, Mr. Carr, baaed 
hie remarks upon the words found in 
Ephes. iii, 8, "The uneea.roha.ble riches 
of Christ," the speaker describing the 
Epistle a.e one of the most glorious pa.rte 
of God's Word. Dividing bis subject in 
two parts (I.): The glorious Person 
(Christ), (II.) His nnsea.rcha.ble riohes, 
be went on to describe Christ anointed 
by the Father and the Spirit. Through 
Christ Hie people a.re anointed ; by 
union with Christ we partake of His 
holiness. The riohee of Christ-He is 
the bread nnd water to the needy. l'he 
riohes or Hie grace. The riches or 
forgiveness. The riohes of love. The 
riohes or His glory. It was a feast or 
fat things, of wines on the leas, or 
wined on the leas well refined, to those 
who heard it. The services were well 
attended, and the collections the best 
we have had. Praise be to Hie great 
and holy name 1-D. R. S. 

HOMERTON ROW.-The 85th anni
versary of the formation or the Churoh 
wa.e held on September 10th, when two 
excellent sermons were pr,iaoj:ied by 
brother E. W. Flegg, that in the morn• 
ing from" Awake, 0 north wind I" &o. 
(Solomon's Sonf iv. 16), and in the 
evening from ' Go forward" (Exod. 
xiv. 16). On the following Thursday 
brother J. Clark, of Bethnal Green, 
preached in the afternoon from the 
words, "And He remembered for th!lm 
Hie covenant, and repented a.ooord1ng 
to the multitude of Hie mercies" (Pea, 
ovi. 46). The evening meeting, presided 
over by Mr. Rundell, oommenoed. at 
6.30, and the Chairman seemed to strike 
the riJ;l'ht note at the oommenoement. 
Choosmg for hie reading 2 Tim. i. be 
dwelt largely upon the work or the 
Roly Ghost, showing how dependent we 
were upon it, and how much we needed 
to realise its power in our midst to 
arouse the Churohee out or their 
lethargy. Brother Gibbens sought tbe 
Divine blessing. The Secretary gaye a 
brief aooount of the Lord's dealings 
during the pa.et year, mentioning that 
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twelve months ago we were under a 
oloud. Our late dear pastor, brother S. 
T. Beloher, who had laboured amongst 
us for nearly fourteen years, feeling 
that hie work here was done, was just 
about leaving us; a few months later 
our beloved brother Barmore, who had 
faithfully served the Churoh as deacon 
and treasurer for forty-six years, was 
removed by death. Bot although there 
had been seasons of mourning, yet the 
Churoh as a body had muoh cause for 
gratitude to our heavenly Father, 
having been sustained in unity and 
Christian conoord; prayer and week
evening services had been well attended, 
and every institution oonnected with 
the Churoh was in a prosperous con• 
dition. With great effort a new eohool 
had been raised ; and, last but not 
least, the Lord had heard and a.nswered 
our many prayers by sending a man 
after His own heart (brother E. W. 
Flegg) to supply with a view to the 
pastorate. Warmest thanks were due 
to the brethren who had so faithfully 
and lovingly supplied the pulpit since 
our pastor left, several of whom were 
present then. Their messa.ge had been 
well received. The following brethren 
then addressed the meeting :-Brother 
Hutchinson from "The pillar and 
ground of the truth" (1 Tim. iii. 15). 
Brother Grimwood, "Thus saith the 
Lord" (Isa. xlv. 11). Brother Clark, 
"Go in this thy might; have not 1 eent 
thee 1" (,Judges vi. 14). Brother Ack
land, "I will never leave thee nor for
sa.ke thee" (Heb. xiii. ii), Brother 
Flegg, "The Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty" (Zeph. iii. 17). We 
felt it no email privilege as we listened 
to these faithful addresees. Truly it 
gladdened our hearte as oue after 
another lifted op the Gospel etanda.rd, 
and sought to exalt Him whom we love. 
The Lord grant us many more such 
sea.sons.-H. B. 

BRENTFORD (NORTH·R0AD),
Harvest thanksgiving servicee were 
held here on 'l'hureda.y, Sept. 21st, when 
two sermons were preached. The attend
ance was good at eaoh service and the 
oolleotions, which were very enoourag
ing, were devoted to the various bene
volent and other societies in connection 
with the Cause. In the a.fternoon we 
listened with muoh pleasure and profit 
to a very interesting and instruotive 
sermon by pastor J.E. Hazelton from 
2 Sam. xxiii. 15, " Oh that one would 
give me drink of the water of the 
well of Beth-lehem." The divisions 
were :-(1) David'e place in the wilder
ness; (2) David's longing-it was for 
water. Mr. Hazelton spoke of David set 
forth in these Soriptures as reminding 
us of every longing, needy soul thirst
ing for Obrist and His salvation, In 
the evening pastor H. J. Galley 

preached from Psalm cxvii. 1, 2, ". 0 
praise the Lord, all ye nations : praise 
Him, all ye people. For His merciful 
kindness is great toward us: and the 
troth of the Lord endoreth for ever. 
Praise ye the Lord." He noticed :-(1} 
A brief glance at the structure of the 
Psalm ; (2) A natural application of 
the Paa.Im; (3) The Pao.Im looked a.tin 
a epiritual light. We pray that the 
Lord's richest blessini;r may rest upon 
these special services and grant that the 
words spoken in His name may prove 
to have been made a word of comfort 
and blessing to many precious souls. In 
the interval between the two services 
our paetor, Mr. H. Mutimer, placed in 
the wall at the south-east corner of the 
building a bottle, which contained a 
copy of a very interesting dooument 
which was found during the alterations 
which were made in September, 190-!, 
the original document having been 
placed there in the year 1839. It wae a 
record of the Lord'e goodn~ss and faith
fulness to the Church since its forma
tion in the year 1819, and also contained 
the Artioles of Faith which were firmly 
believed and faithfully preached at that 
time. With this oopy we also deposited 
a further testimony to the praise and 
glory of our oovenant-keepin,:r God, 
Who has preserved the Church, faithful 
to His Word, up to the present time, 
still rejoicing in the Lord, loving the 
same truths, and delighting to walk in 
the "old paths" in whioh our fathers 
trod, and from which we have no desire 
to turn aside. We pray that we may be 
a. means, as the Divine Spirit shall 
enable us, of lee.ding the following 
generation to walk therein and to 
delight themselves in the covenant 
"ordered in all thing• and sure." This 
pleasing and interesting ceremony was 
witnessed by 11, large number of friends. 
-E. FR0MOW. 

Chiswick. 

LEICESTER (PROVIDENCE, 
NKWARKE·STREET).-The 9th 11,nniver
sary of the settlement of po.etor A. E. 
Realff was oelebro.ted on Lord's-day, 
October 8th, and Wednesday, 11th. Mr. 
Styles (011r esteemed Etlitor) being un
able to fulfil his engal{ement to preach 
on the Sunday, an exchange was made 
with pastor A. Shinn (Northampton), 
who was enabled of God to deliver two 
very helpful dirnourses. On Wednesday, 
Mr. Hugo Gruber (Manchester) was the 
preacher, who we.s well heard by o.ll. 
The congregations were large, in spite 
of a dull, damp atmosphere; the teo.
tahles were well filled, and the collec
tions quite up to the average of former 
occasions. Manr, friends were present 
from "Ebenezer, ' "Zion " and" Salem "; 
also from Evington, Fleokney, Sou
tham, &o.; and much sympathy was 
expressed toward the pastor on account 
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of the protra.cted affliction of his dear their friends in the afternoon with 
wife.-ONE WHO WAS THERE. "Bells," a eeleotion of hymns being 

sung on each occasion, under the able 
leadership of Mr. W. J. Nash. BED MON D (BETHESDA). - Our 

ha.rvest meeting wa.s held on Tuesda.y, 
Sept_ember 19th, when pa.stor R. 
Mut1mer, of Brentford, ga.ve us two 
excellent and wa.rm-hea.rted discourses 
from Heb. vi. 19 and Gtin. ix. 13. A 
good compa.ny pa.rtook of tea, a.nd collec
tions were especia.lly irood. Friends 
from Ga.ddesden Row, Watford, Berk
hamsted, a.nd St. Alba.ns pa.id us a. visit, 
quite cheering the hea.rt of our pa.stor, 
Mr. W. Wood, who ha.s been preserved 
to us for thirty-three years, his ministry 
commencing November, 1872. Ma.y the 
Lord spa.re him to us for ma.ny more 
yea.re. Ours i~ a. sma.ll villa.ge cha.pel. 
which ha.s just been renova.ted a.nd re.: 
sea.ted. For this we a.re very gra.tefnl 
to the friends who so generously helped 
UB in theee efforts.-A CONSTANT 
WORSHIPPER. 

IPSWICH (ZOAR).-A very plea.sant 
and profitable day was spent on Sept. 
27th. The OCClll,aion was our harvest 
thankBg'iving. Sermons were preached 
by Mr. J. Bush, the subject in the after
noon being " The fruit of the Spirit" 
(Gal. v. 22, 23) and in the evening, 
"Handfuls of purpose" (Ruth ii. 16). 
The good congreg-ations that were pre
sent enjoyed 11, Gospel feast. Many 
united with us from Bethesda, with 
their esteemed pastor, our beloved 
brother Chilvers. About 100 stayed to 
tea, which was much enjoyed, as well 
11,s the friendly intercourse of friends 
with friends who are drawn together on 
occasions like this. Our beloved pastor 
irave out the hymns; but, owing to 
mcreasing infirmities, he was not able 
to move about and weloome friends as 
he has done in years pa.et ; and in 
separating we all felt that blessing had 
attended the services, our preoious 
Saviour exalted, honoured and praised. 
-H.B. 

ZION BAPTIST CHAPEL, NEW 
CROSS ROAD, S.E. 

THE 50th anniversary of the Sunday
school was oelebratedon Oot. 15th, when 
po.stor J. Bash preached in the morning 
from "Bless the lads" (Gen. xlviii. 16), 
giving as illastration Ishmael the 
perishing lad, Isaac the worshipping 
lad, Joseph the God-fearinl!' lo.d, 
Benjamin the beloved ladJ Ephraim and 
Manasseh the blessed la.as, Jonathan's 
lad the obedient lad, and the lad with 
the five loaves and two fishes the unsel
fish lad. In the evening his subject 
was "The princes of the provinces," 
from l Kmga xx. 19, 20, specially 
addressed to the yoang men and women 
in the Charch. 

Mr. W. Stanley Martin delighted 11, 
large ge.thering of young people and 

On Tuesday afternoon following a 
t!)a and public meeting were held, pre
sided over by pastor J. Bush. The Scrip
tures were read by pastor G. W. Debnam 
(Nunhea.d), and prayer offered by pastor 
S. Banks (Eltham). Cha.irma.n thought 
he would rather be President of Zion 
Sunday-sohool than of France or U.S.A, 
T_hey were meeting under very happy 
circumstances. God had been very 
graoious throughout the year, and was 
now crowning it with His goodness I 

Mr. W. M. Boorne, the newly el6:::-~d 
secretary, presented the report, which 
was of a very encouraging character. 
Nearly a hundred new scholars ha.d 
been enrolled during the year, the 
number now on the books sta.nding- a.t 
328 schola.rs and 30 tea.chers, with four 
on the reserve list. Eighty-seven 
scholars were over 15 yea.re of a.ge 24 
ha.d been ba.ptized, and three more ~ere 
waiting. The young women's Bible
class showed an increase of five, 30 of 
whom had joined the Church and others 
waiting admission. Young men's Bible
class had seven new members, and a 
like number had been received iDto 
church-fellowship. The cradle roll 
numbered 51, the Junior Bible-reading 
Association 293 (11,n increase of 80), Band 
of Hope 1171 and Young Christian Band 
32. Open-au Mission had been very 
successful during the summer months. 

In May last Mr. W. J. Naab, who had 
been hon. secretary for 47 years, resigned 
his office and was presented with 11, 
handsome marble clock, dressing-011,seJ 
and kit-bag, as an acknowledgment or 
his services. Mr. W. M. Boorne was 
elected in his place1 and Mr. E. 
Swinyard to be junior superinten• 
dent. During the vear collections had 
been made for the South Indian 
Strict Baptist Missionary SocietyJ 
£37 5s. lOd.; the Robin Society (or 
which the Superintendent was Ohair· 
man), £1 13s. 4d,; Children's Oountry 
Home, £1 14s. Od. ; Continental Sunday
school Mission, £1 15s. Od. ; and British 
and Foreign Bible Society, £1 ls. Od. Two 
ohildren had been sent to Claoton (one 
for 14 weeks) and twelve to the Robin 
Society's Home at Southend. The school 
was congratulated in having the pastor 
of the Ohnrch as President, who had 
manifested so much interest in the work 
which was being carried on. Mr. J. 
Orush (treasurer) presented the balance 
sheet, showing an expenditure of 
£27 7s. Od. against £25 ls. 7d. receipts, 
or 11, defioit of £2 5s. od. The Chairman, 
in commenting on the report, spoke of 
the importanoe of the work, the oon
straining love of Christ being the 
motive power; the joy experienced hy 
pastor and teachers at so mim.y confess-
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ing their fo.ith in the Lord Jesus e.nd 
desiring to be united with His people. 
He urged e.n increased attenda!),Ce !1-t 
morning school and e.n accession 1n 
number of the Young Christian Band. 

Mr. Hy. Ade.ms (Highbnry) moved 
the adoption of the report e.nd thought 
nothing could give so much joy to 
Christian workers e.s being bleat to the 
salvation of others. Te.king for e. text 
l John i. 7, he spoke fully e.nd feelingly 
on the blood of J esns Christ cleansing 
from e.ll sin. 

Pastor W. Chisnall (Guildford) 
seconded the adoption of the report and 
spoke on "the Master is come, and 
oalleth for thee" (John xi. 28), sh_ow
ing His coming in many and various 
ways. Nothing short of the salvation 
of souls should be the aim e.nd object of 
every worker in the Redeemer's 
kingdom. 

Mrs. F. Cook (one of Mr. Striokson's 
helpers in South India, now on furlough) 
gave an interesting e.coonnt of the work 
carried on, and spoke of the wave of 
blessing they were enjoying out there. 
People were listening as they had _never 
listened before. In places where ignor
ance had been very dense, light was 
breaking forth and the people were 
askintr for more teachers. There was 
no gomg he.ok with God I 

Mr. W. Stanley Martin gave the clos
ing address, which, as usual with him, 
was both witty e.nd wise. He asked 
parents to remember that the teachers 
did not take their plaoe in instructing 
their children, but that home-training 
was as necessary as school. The q nestion 
we.a to have our bee.rte right with God, 
and then He could nee ne to Hie eervioe. 

Mr. Armstrong (superintendent) ex
pressed the thanks or all present to 
chairman, speakers, and all who h,!love 
done their part in making the services 
so snooessfnl. 

The oolleotions realized £26 12s. 6d. 

MA IDS TONE (PROVIDENCE).
Harvest thanksgiving servioes were held 
on Oat. llth in this hee.ntifnlly 
renovated house of prayer. Pastor H. 
J. Galley preached in the aftornoon to 
a good oongrege.tion, ta.king for his t~xt 
Rom. viii. 16. Tea and public meeting 
followed, presided over by Mr. D. Be.ker, 
of Peokham, who ge.ve e.n exoeedingl_y 
rousing opening address. Pe.etor H.J. 
Galley spoke on "Sowing and ree.pin,:t'," 
from Ge.I. vi. 7, 8; Mr. F. 0. Broo~~r 
(Marden), on "We would see Jesus ; 
e.nd Mr. T. G. C. Armetronir (New 
Cross), on "God's W:itnes~ing ' (Ao~s 
xiv. 17), oree.tion w1tnesemg to His 
greatness, providence to Hie goodness, 
and aalve.tion to His gre.oe. Deacon Hy. 
Brown opened with pre.yer e.nd dee.con 
H. J. We.lter ste.ted the.t the a.Iteration 
and improvements to the che.pel had 
ocat £357, of which £200 he.d been 

pa.id off, and they wanted to remove the 
balance. Collections amounted to £7. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE Society's claims were advocated 
recently at Clifton, Bristol, when 
several new supporters were obtained. 
Will friends living in the West of 
England kindly aid in a special effort 
to obtain additional help for the Lord's 
aged poor 1 Me.ny of th~ pensioners 
live in the Western counties. .. 

The 26th Anniver:ary of the Brighton 
Home was held at the Pavilion on 
October 10th. General Sir William 
Stirling presided over e. large assembly, 
and addresses were given by Messrs. 
Pophe.m, Hallett, Boulden, and others. 
A. good collection was taken and the 
ladies held a sncoessfnl Sale of Work 
during the day. . . 

On November hth (Friday) the 
Autumn Sale of Work will he held at 
Hornsey Rise Asylum at three o'olock, 
in the He.ll, followed by tea at five 
o'olook (tickets 6d. ea.oh), e.nd a service 
in the ohapel at 6.30, when Mr. W.Lnsh 
will preaoh. A oordial weloome will be 
given to all friends. . . 

We append the• snbstanoe of the 
Cironlar a.bout to be issued in connec
tion with the approaching centenary 
of the Sooiety. Copies, together with 
illustrated leatlets, will be gladly sent 
to any friends who will kindly distri
bute them:-" Yon will be interested to 
know that the centene.ry of our Sooiety 
will (n.v.) be commemorated in 1907. 
In view of this auspicious event, it has 
been proposed to form a Million Shilling 
Fund, in order that- the four Homes 
may he made selr-supporting and the 
pension expenditure oonsolidated and 
developed. The need is nrlfeDt, no less 
than 1,681 pensioners being on the 
books, and £45 daily required for 
ourrent expenditure. May we ask if 
yon oan favour us by taking a book of 
20, 50, or 100 receipts, to be returned, 
with remittance, in due oonrse?" .. 

• The committee earnestly ask every 
reader of this magazine to a.id them by 
taking one of these reoeipt-books or by 
obtaining oolleotions after sermons. 
The advooaoy of the Society from the 
pulpit is, indeed, a benefit, and during 
the centenary year it is hoped that the 
number of such oolleotions will be 
doubled. 

OLIVE SYLVESTER BllETT 

departed this life on July 6th, 1905, in 
her 17th ye1u. She was a sohole.r in the 
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Sunday-school and Bible-class at 
Homerton Row, was blessed under an 
address given in the school by our young 
brother Archibe.ld Booth, and was 
baptised by our late pastor, S. T. 
Belcher, 26th April, 1903. At times she 
suffered much from rheumatism and a 
very weak heart. In a. letter written 
from the hospita.l to a. young friend 
during her last illness, she said : 
"Perha.ps you may think it ha.rd for me 
being ill so many times, but I see the 
hand of God in it all; each illness I a.m 
drawn closer to Him. Oh, it's blessed 
to be ill sometimes; you may not know 
what joy there is. I don't mean to say 
I never complain, but there are times 
when I enjoy sweet communion. It is 
just over two yea.re now since I first sa.w 
Christ as my Sa.viour. I shall never for
get the time. What a happy day that 
wa.s. Oh, the joy; I could never explain 
it to you." Shortly before her death she 
tried to sing, an exeroiee of which she 
was very fond, and those around could 
just catch the words:-" Count your 
blessings; name them one by one." 
At another time she asked for some 
verses to be read to her. After the first 
one she said "Yes; one more." The 
next one wa.s read ; then she said "That 
is enough." The verses were thcee :-
.. Mv life is a wearisome journey, 

i'm sick with dust and the heat, 
The rays of the sun beat upon me, 

The briars are wounding my feet ; 
But the city to which I am journeying 

Will more ths.n my trials repay; 
All the toils of the road will seem nothing 

When I get to the end of the way. 
There are so man,; hills to climb upwards, 

I often am longing for rest; 
But He who appoints me my pathway 

Knows just what is needful and best. 
I know in His Word He bath promised 

That my stren!!'lh shall be as my day, 
And tbe toils of the road will seem nothing 

When I get to the end of the way." 

Her remains were interred in the hmily 
grave, Chingf01·d Mount Cemetery, in 
the presence of a goodly number of 
relatives and friends from the chapel. 
Sunday, 23rd July, 1905, Mr. E. W. 
Flegg, of Bexley Hee.th, me.de mention 
of her depe.rture in e. very e.ffectione.te 
me.nner, taking for hie text," For to me 
to live is Christ e.nd to die is ge.in."
H. B. 

JOHN CRISPIN. 
My dee.r fe.ther, John Criijpin,receiverl 

hie home-call on the 10th of Sept., 1905, 
e.t the age of 64, e.fter a long and pe.in
ful illness borne with Chrietie.n pe.tience. 
He we.e a member of Shalom twenty
three yea.re, we.e dee.con e.nd led the 
singing for some time. The house of 
God was hie gree.t delight and joy. He 
we.e gree.tly blessed under the pe.etorate 
of Henry Myerson. Three deacons have 
been ea.lied home from Shalom, being 
three subetantie.l pille.rs in the Ohurch 
of God. Truly we ce.n Be.y, 

"God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform." 

We pray for much grace to say with the 
poet, 

"Let me not murmnr nor comflain 
Under these trying strokes o Thine, 
But while I walk tbe monrnCul road 
Be still, and' know the.t I am God,' " 

He we.e taken very ill le.et Je.nuary 
with locomotor ataxy, the strength oi 
the family being spent night and day 
in waiting upon him. On sitting up one 
night with him, in the midst of aoute 
agony e.nd pa.in, I hee.rd him exclaim 
".llalleluje.h, pre.iee the Lord I " e.nd' 
e.ge.in, " Lord help me; not my will but 
Thine be done." He was often hee.rd to 
say," Come, Lord, come, oh my Fe.ther" 
!1-Dd would ,often repeat the ~94th hymii. 
1n Denhe.m s, and 1,026 was hie fe.vourite 
" My hallelujah bring I·• The chang; 
for death took ple.oe on the evening of 
the 9th, and on the Se.bbath morning 
he sweetly smiled, and gave one or two 
gentle breathe, and entered into rest. 

"In vain my fe.ncy strives to paint 
The moment after death ; 

The glories the.t surronnd the sainte 
When yielding up their breath." 

Thus the Lord kissed his soul away. 
Interment took ple.ce on the 16th at 
Manor Pe.rk Cemetery. Brother Bre.zier 
conducted the service, assisted by pastor 
J. Clark, of "Hope," Bethnal Green In 
speaking some very encouraging w~rds 
of eympe.thy, he ea.id that there was a 
service of employment for our brother 
in the house of God, and e.fter the.t a 
service of suffering. On the following 
Se.bbath evening pe.stor J. Clark 
preached a funeral sermon from the 
word in Isa. Ix. 20. The remarks which 
fell from our brother Cle.rk have left a 
lasting impression, and the droppings 
of the sanctue.ry were felt. We as a 
family desire to express our heartfelt 
the.nke for the deepest eymputhy and 
kindness received from "uoh o. great 
number of friends (espeoi11lly from the 
pe.stor e.nd Chrietie.n friends at "Hope," 
Green-street, Bethnal Green), me.11i
fested to my departed father. The 
Lord bless the Churoh e.nd pe.stor of 
Hope,crown hie le.bours with abundant 
success for help e.fforded in time of 
need and sorrow, is the fervent prayer 
of-F. J, CRISPIN. 

MR, GRAYSTONE, 
who joined the Church on Je.nue.ry 2nd, 
1881, we.e not able to attend the services 
very Jrequently owing to hee.vy e.fflio
tion, and pa.seed a.way in peace on 
August 22nd, 

Mus. MARY STANNAUD, 
the beloved wife of dee.con G. Stannard, 
was removed from the Church milite.nt 
on August 25tb. She was be.ptized on 
December 3rd, 1889. During the last 
four and e.-half years she h11d been 
much e.fflioted and desired to be gone, 
She had a good hope -C. F. JOHNSON. 



WITH A WORD FOR OTHERS IN NEED. BY THE EDITOR. 

ON Saturday, November 11th, our Queen issued a brief but very 
touching appeal " to all charitably-disposed persons in the Empire" 

to assist her in alleviating the condition of the poor, who, for lack of 
employment, will suffer so greatly this winter ; and headed the list with 
£2,000. It was a queenly act ; and we are grateful to God-from 
whom all that is good proceeds-for putting the generous purpose into 
her royal heart, and many will do what they can to help to swell her 
Fund to noble proport.ions. • 

The unemployed, however, will not be the only persons who will feel 
the bitterness of poverty and want during the long, cold months that 
are before us ; and it is in no formal spirit that we crave attention to 
the following appeal on behalf of The Lord's Poor Fund. The flight of 
time has but increased our ever-growing admiration for our brother, 
Edward Mitchell, who so lovingly conducts it. All accord him a fore
most place as a preacher, a writer, and a man of influence in the 
brotherhood of faith ; but his natural kindness and abundant grace are 
more conspicuous in nothing than this,. which we are inclined to regard 
as the ministry most dear to his heart. He himself is the Society, 
Honorary Secretary, Treasurer, Committee, all in one. What tales of 
sorrow and need he must perforce read ; what pleesure he feels in being 
able to forward sow help ; and what sorrow often fills bis heart that 
more is not at his disposal, we can but feebly imagine. He pleads for 
the poor saints. We venture to plead for him, and beg each reader to 
augment his joy and relieve him of the grief of inability to do what he 
would, by reading hie words and at once sending something to aid his 
splendid work. 

Much do we wish that our ministerial brethren would advocate his 
work. The Earthen Vessel advertises their services and chronicles their 
doings absolutely gratuitously. To it they therefore owe much of their 
reputation. le it too much to ask them _to make this little return ? 

AN 

SOMETHING HOD 

APPEAL BY E. 

LOVES. 

MITCHELL. 
"The Lord loveth 11, oheerful giver."-2 Oor. ix. 7. 

Once more we are permitted to " open our mouth for the dumb," 
and plead the cause of the poorer members of "the household of fe.it.h." 
Started many years ago by Mr. C. W. Banke, The Lord's Poor .Fund 
has continued its operations in connection with this Magazine until 
now. Its aim is to relieve accredited cases of poverty among the 
Churched whom the Magazine serves, and its resources are derived from 

" Smee the 11,bove ·we.s written the King h11,9 contributed £2,000, the Prince 
of Wales £1.050. e.nd me.ny wee.lthy persons e.nd firms he.ve generously followed 
suit. 

VoL. LXI. DECEMBER, 1905. z 
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the free contributions of its readers. Some generously subscribe lllonth 
by month regularly, others send an occasional contribution ; but nearly 
one half of its income reaches us in December, and is distributed in 
Christmas gifts. 

The greater number of those relieved are widows, generally aged, 
often afflicted, and always poor. But there are also aged, poor, and 
worn-out servants of the Lord ; past work, and with little or no provi
sion for their old age, who are assisted. Some of the recipients have 
been in good circumstance!!, which makes their present poverty harder 
to bear. Cold much increases the sufferings of the poor. The winter, 
which is now upon us, threatens to be more than commonly trying. 
Hence our appeal for means whereby we may continue to render help to 
those who so much need it. 

" The Lord loveth a cheerful giver " is an inspiring word. • Paul was 
pleading the cause of the poor saints when he penned it. His appeal in 
all fills two whole chapters of an Epistle which only contains thirteen, 
and he employs many weighty arguments to stimulate Christian 
liberality. True Christian charity is a much higher thing than mere 
human philanthropy. It springs from a higher principle, is enforced 
by higher motives, and has a higher end in view. The one is a moral 
virtue ; the other a heavenly grace. The "milk of human kindness" 
is a precious thing, but "the love of Christ," operating in the heart, 
and constraining the whole man, is vastly superior to any mere natural 
production. From this principle all real Christian charity flows ; "the 
love of Christ constraineth us," and to this principle we appeal. A 
BOvereign given from a natural kindness of spirit will purchase as many 
of the necessaries of life as will the same sum given from a Christian 
principle, but the gifts will be very differently regarded by God ; " for 
the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed." 
In the latter case the gift is transformed by the principle which prompts 
it into an " odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing 
to God." 

In pleading the cause of the poor brethren in Chriet the apostle 
urges the example of our Lord. " For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich." Can stronger argu
ment be found ? ImpoBBible. We feel that we would like to have been 
present at the reading of this epistle in the Corinthian Church. What 
effects it must have produced I What liberality it must have provoked I 
Who could hold back anything that could be spared with these words 
ringinl! in their ears ? 

'' lf any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His." So 
Paul writes to the Romans. The spirit of Christ is a spirit of love, a 
spirit of liberality. Our Lord gave all. We are not required just now 
to go to that length. " But whoso bath this world's good, and ~eeth bis 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him ? " 

Christian liberality is pleasing to God. We may not stay to touch 
upon the other arguments the Apostle employs, but just offer a word or 
two upon this, "The Lord loveth a cheerful giver." God Himself is a 
liberal Giver. "He giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not." 
God cannot but love His own perfections, and He loves the reflection of 
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these in His people. His sometimes said that fathers love those children 
best who most resemble them. God's love to His people radically is 
eternal, and has no respect to anything foreseen in them, and is not 
based upon what His Spirit works witbin them, for this is but the out
come of His love to them. "But God, who is rich in mercy, for His 
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, bath 
quickened us together with Christ." But there is a. love of com
phwency, a. delight tha.t God takes in His people, as they are the 
subjects of His grace, and reflect His image. As He sees His own 
liberality reflected in their cheerful, liberal giving, He loves the cheerful 
giver. Surely every saint must covet to be what is well plea.sing to God. 
·• The Lord loveth a cheerful giver." 

All contributions to the Fund, and all applications for assistance, 
should be sent to E. Mitchell, 25, Calabria Road, Highbury, N., and all 
sums as received will be acknowledged in this Magazine. 

w!illiam iuntin_gton; or an ®Id jtorJl ~t-told. 

CHAPTER IV.-A. SYMPATHETIC WIFE. 

"A prudent wife is from the Lord." . . . "The heart of her husband 
doth safely trust in her." . . . "She will do him good and not evil all the 
da.ys of his life."-Prov. xix. 14 a.nd xx:xi. 11, 12. 

" Yours wa.s the brave good heart, Ma.ry, tha.t still kept hoping on, 
When the trust in God ha.d left my soul and my e.rms· young strength was 

gone; 
There wa.s comfort ever on your lip, a.nd the kind look on your brow ; 
I bless you for the sa.me, Ma.ry, though you cannot hear me now. 

I thank you for tha.t patient smile, when your bee.rt we.s like to break, 
When the hunger-po.in we.s gnawing there, a.nd you hid it for my sake ; 
I bless you for the pleasant word, when your heart wa.s sad a.nd sore, 
Oh, I'm tha.nkflll you a.re gone, M11.ry, where gcief oan sting no more."' 

Tlte Lament of the Irish Emigra11t.-La.dy Dufferin. 

IF "poets learn in suffering what they teach in song," true 
Gospel miuisttlrs inus, be t,rnght much of the subject-matter of their 

sermons in the school of affl.ictiou. Many of " the poor of this world" 
are among the chosen of God (James ii. 5); and cmve for the consola
tions of grnce. To such, an unsympathetic mini:itry is useless. The 
Lord therefore, ordinarily subjects tho:ie whom He designs to honour in 
the sight of His people-to the discipline of trouble, both before and after 
their call by grace. They thu,i become "able to comfort others who are 
in any affliction, through the comfort wherewith they themselve:! have 
been comforted of God" (2 Cor. i. 4). Thus, at least, it was with him 
of whom we write ; and in retracing his footsteps we a.re compalled to 
continue for a wbile the story of his monotonous misfortunes. 

We left him (in 1769) digging potatoes for a farmer at Low Leyton. 
He next found work at Danbury Park, near Colchester-recently the 
re~idence of the Bishops of Rochester-Squire Fitch being hi_s em~loyer. 
Here his old indisposition age.in seized him, and for the t,~1rd tu~e he 
was dangerously ill. He was then taken to '' The Bell, the village 
ale-house, at that time kept by a widow named Shepherd, whom the Lord 
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inclined to befriend him. Though he was a stranger to her, she fed 
and nursed him most tenderly, and, being somewhat of "a doctress," 
administered her home-made nostrums, which in time effected his cure. 
He could pay her nothing-two shillings being all he possessed-but 
she took as much care of him as if he had been her own son. 

Some years after, he revisited Danbury, purposing to pay her as fe.r 
as he could, and to recount what God had done for him in the interim. 
The interview, however, never toek place. She had died a few weeks 
previously.-B.F. 

His movements during the next few months present no features of 
interest, though he mentions the various places to which his wanderings 
led him with curious minuteness, till, having crossed the Thames, he 
reached Greenhithe, where he found employmenr, " in making a kitchen 
garden for a gentleman named Colcraft."-L. 

Meanwhile, Time had not stood still; and he learned that Susan 
Fever had married. He was thus released from all obligations to the 
parish of Frittenden. This, however, he did not at the time know, and 
be became apprehensive that, as he was again in the county of Kent, he 
could be thrown into prison as a defaulter. 

A foolish notion then possessed him. With some crude ideas of the 
legal aspect of his case, he imagined that he could be apprehended only 
in hie baptismal name, and that if be dropped this he would be safe. 
He therefore, "with native ingenuity," elongated it from one syllable 
into three, by adding "INGTON" to the original '' HUNT." This 
alleratiou be subsequently adhered to. As William Huntington he was 
henceforth known. In this name be was married. He carried it 
through life, retained it in death, and his after-career still invests it 
with reverence to all who know his worth.-L. 

Wrong roads in the moral world always prove long and rough, as 
he lived to prove. For a time the alias served his purpose ; but after
wards, when he had long been accustomed to it and had perhaps ceai;ed 
to think about the matter at all, his secret w11s disclost:d and used to 
damage his reputation as a minister of the Gospel. It led unthinking 
persons to deem him an impostor-an impression which, in spite of the 
blamelessneEs of his subsequent life, is retained by some even of "the 
worthy and the good" to tllis day.• 

The married life of Susan Fever was soon terminated by death, of 
which he was, at about this time, informed. Thus she fades out of our 
story; but never, 1f we read Huntingtc?n's character aright, was _she 
wholly effaced from his memory. Certarnly "the vows and promises 
that he made to her he kept, till he knew of her marriage ; nor did he 
change his own condition till he heard of her dea.th."-L. 

Though it may be somewhat anticipating the future, the conclusi_on 
of this painful episode may here be told. The claims of the parish 
authorities, which be had never repudiated, were, when Providence 
Rmiled on him a few years after, honourably met. ·• I paid them," he 
tells us, "thirty pounds, exclusive of what they had received before. 

• Thuo in Ca.ssell's "Dictiona.ry of Religion," edited by Rev. W. Benhe.m, 
B.D., F.S.A., a. sta.nda.rd work of 1,148 pa.gee, more tha.n a. column is devoted to 
Huntingtc,n, who-we doubt not in a.II good fa.ith-is ste.ted to have been '.' e. 
worthless re.seal." The writer evidently lee.ped e.t this conclusion without ta.krng 
the trouble to ascertain the fa.cts of his wonderful ca.reer. 
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"And now, to be brief, this crime of mine was blotted out of the 
book of God's remembrance,· when the Saviour entered the Holy of 
Holies, with His own blood. 

" It was blotted out of tbe book of my conscience, almost twelve 
years ago, by the application of the Saviour's atonement. 

"And the receipt tbat I have in my study shows that it was blotted 
out of the parish books of Frittenden in Kent."-L. 

Poor Susan's child grew to man's estate, and flits once across the 
scene a8 residing, in his 22nd year, with a farmer of repute at Tenter
den. It does not appear that the father and sou ever met. This was 
perhaps wisely ordered ; and now that the unvarnished truth has been 
told, the whole episode may be left with Him who, however we may err 
and stray, is "from seeming evil still educing good." His lire of lone
liness and isolation c11me to an end towards the clos~ of bis 25th year, 
when (1769) he married. 

It is an epoch in the history of every man ilf sense and principle when 
he meets with a woman whom he feels he may safely trust. Such to Wil
liam Huntington was Mary Short. She was a native of Dorsetshire and his 
.senior by two yeirs, and her charaecer, as viewed somewhat dimly 
tbrongh his writings, ia worth studying. She was no "perfect woman 
nobly planned," but simply a kind-hearted crei&ture-prudent, indus
trious, and unselfish-who in her own plodding way, laid herself out to 
minister to those she loved. 

Quick to perceive in this lonely young fellow the possibilities of 
higher thinga, she told him with a hopeful trust that was very beautiful 
"that she would make a good man ofhim." • Tnis doubtless induced 
reciprocal confidence in his heart. It 'was a grand thing to be trusted 
by one so reliable. In after years she became, through grace, a true 
Christian ; but at this time she perhaps was rather well-disposed toward 
religion, than one who had consciously '' passed from deat,h unto life." 

Among her few treasures was a little book of prayers, and with its 
aid she entreated God "that if they were married He would make him a 
good man and a good husband, and incline his heart to stay at home 
with her."-K. H. 

Whatever may be thought of her spiritual state at this period, there 
is much in thia that must be deemed admirable. Natural piety will 
indeed take no one to heaven ; but the simple faith of this unselfish 
woman, feeling after God and imploring Him to bless and befriend 
him to whom she was to be united " fur better or worse," is an 

• object too worthy and pathetic not to claim our respect. True 
prayers have been offered amid strange surroundings. Real faith has 
wafted its heavenward petitiom from very dark and uninstruct,ed bearts. 
Weak and trembling hands have received choice blessings from the God 
who had been trusted, and who shall decide how far this poor cottager's 
-0ries affected the future of him to whose welfare she was to devote the 
energies of her life ? 

Their courtship was brief and most matter of-fact. Sentimentality 
was evidently foreign to her character, and he had outlived the romance 
of his youth. 

"And eo these twain were wed," and commenced housekeeping at 
Mortlake, where he then worked as gardener to the Messrs. Clivll, the 

• Richard Heath's "English Peasant," page 327. 
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brothers of the Lord Cli9e with whom Macaulay has made us familiar. 
Having no goods of their own, they took a ready-furnished room in 
a cottage, which was their first home, 1'nd in which the brave young 
wife began the work of love which was to change her restless end 
aimless husband into a strong and purposeful man. 

Their domeetic life commenced sadly enough-troubles following 
each other in quick succession. Himself shall once more tell the 
story:-

" It happened at this time that I fell lame, having wrenched my 
loins, and was incapable of labour for many days. Our money was soon 
gone, and we were but strangers in the place, having been in it but 
about half a year. After I recovered a little, deep snow fell, which 
prevented my working for many days. Providence now suffered us 
to want. We had one child, a few months old, which was our first
born. One morning early my wife asked in a great fright for our 
tinder-box, crying out, ' I wonder the poor child has not waked 11,ll 

night.' Having lit the candle, she took it up, when, behold, it was 
dead and as black as a coal ! It went off in a convulsive fit, as five 
more have since done in the same way.''-B. F. 

He was, however, as quick to see the Divine band in its benevo
lent interpositions as in its painful inflictions. Sixteen long years 
after, be recalled bow on this-the dark day of their dietre;s-timely 
help reached them, and " Providence again appeared. Three or four 
months before this, a gentleman, in whose garden I then at times worktd, 
desired me to lc,ok after his horse in the country while he was in town, 
for which I was to have a shilling per week. The very day on which our 
child died this gentleman came down from London, and I got this 
money, which just served to bury our poor infant."-B. F. 

Thus this struggling young couple were little by little taught to 
regard the Lord as ·• a very present help" in their sore sorrow. 

The strain of poverty now necessitated his faithful wife accepting 
an engagement at Barnes as a monthly nurse. She therefore left 
hir:11 for a while, and he was entirely alone both at bis work and 
at home. 

His eolitary reflections during this period of spiritual transition ~e 
has related. His temporal difficulties were by no means bis sole or his 
heaviest troubles. Then it was that the Holy Spirit began to in~uence 
him, as one of God's elect, in a way be had never before expenenced, 
and he was brought into the excetding bitterness of sorrow of soul. 
God smote his conscience effectually. Their child's death, his lameness, 
their poverty, and the suffering that this caused his wife, and, ~bove all, 
his sense of God's wrath, gave rise to the most complicated distress he 
had ever known. 

Few thoughtful men who, for the first time, are brought face to face 
with death, in the person of someone who is dear to them, are afterwards 
quite the same. The di&torted and diEcoloured face of their dear b_abe 
haunted his waking bours. Why it need thus he.ve suffered and died, 
the mystery of its silent flight into the "unknown country," combined 
with the unsolved problem of his own chequered life and the frow~ of a 
holy God darkening all, must have stirred his heart to an intensity of 
feeling, few are called upon to tndure. What then occurred doubtless 
roved, with God's blessing, the means of bringing him to Eeriou3 
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reflection as to his personal relation to the realities of the unseen 
world. 

"_From this time,n he tells u•, "spiritual convictiom ploughed so 
deep rn my heart a1:1 r,o make way for tbe Word of eternal life, which at 
length brought me experimentally to know ' the only true God and 
Jesus Christ, whom He hath sent.' "-B. F. ' 

A powerful impression one day seized him that the accumulated 
trooble3 which had beset him, were owing to his sin ; and that as he 
neither knew, feared, loved, nor served God as he ought, he had brought 
all these troubles upon himself. 'l'his impression was at times attended 
with a flow of contrition that dissolved him into meekness, and he would 
then weep and mourn the live-long day till his soul was as a weaned 
child. 

'' Under these workings of his mind he began secretly to 'call on the 
name of the Lord in prayer,' and embraced every opportunity that 
offered itself. His petitions were such as he had learned oat of books, 
with some expressiomi ·of his own which he used in confession, as no 
form seemed to be sufficient to suit the complicated diseases of his 
troubled mind."-K. H. 

The commonplace surroundings of this poor young peasant have 
blinded many to the interest and pathos of his siagul1tr story, which 
surely exemplifies what Bunyan intended in the opening words of his 
great allegory:-

"As I walked through the wilderne,;s of this world, I lighted on a 
certain place where was a den, and laid me down in that place to sleep ; 
and as I slept I dreamed 11, dream. Behold, I saw a man clothed with 
rags, standing in a certain place, with his face from his own house, 
a book in his hand, and a great burden upon his baek. I looked, 
and saw him open the book and read therein ; and us be read he 
wept and trembled ; 11.nd not being able longer to contain, he brake 
out with a lamentable cry, saying, 'What shall I do ? '" 

.All should know that, when coming from the heart, this cry has 
never ascended to the living God in vain.• 

DIVINE BLESSlNG NOT Po1tTABLE.-" I am continually reminded by 
the experience of my brethren, that blessing on the ministry is not a 
portable thing. A preacher may have been greatly blessed in one 
sphere of labour, and then be induced to remove to another, thinking he 
will be equ!!olly successful there. Well, he may take his effects with him. 
His family ma.y accompany him. But the unction, the savour and the 
power which attended his labours in one place, are by no means trans. 
ferable to another. The Holy Spirit is a Sovereign, and reserves to 
Himself the right to ble~s God's people through His servants, when and 
where and by what ministry He pleases. The efficient power of pulpit 
usefulne!'s is thus not portable."-J. Hazelton. 

THE devil is ever tempting us to despise present menies.-Rufus. 

• The writer thanks a friend for pointing out an error on page 332, Rev. J. 
Hervey, A.M., author of "Theron and Aspasio" and the " Meditations," having 
died at Chriatme.e, 1759, ten yee.rs earlier than is therein stated. 
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ARE STRICT BAPTIST MINISTERS FAITHFUL? 
THE QUESTION CONSIDERED. 

"Where no counsel is, the people fall; but in the multitude of oourtsellors 
there is safety."-Prov. xi. 14. ' 

IN reply to the above (see page 23-!) the following replies have been 
submitted. 

THE OPINION OF AN ITINERANT MINISTER. 
"Enquirer" insinuates, perhaps rightly, that the ministry to which we 

are accustomed is not full and faithful ; but the fault lies with those 
who act as" lords, overruling God's heritage'' (1 Pet. v. 3, margin) more 
than with our preachers. 

If we have a narrative subject, and read up a few•authorities, " it is 
all history." If we try to enforce covenant truth, Joseph Hart is 
quoted to silence us: "Dry docLrines will not save us." If we breathe 
oat our own sad and solemn feelings, we are "morbid," and encourage 
others " to look within rather than to fix their earnest gaze on Christ." 
If we dwell on His personal and relative glories,. we are reminded that 
only the Holy Spirit can truly make these known to the heart. If we 
try and show that the positions we try to defend are rational and 
logical, "it's all ct1.rnal reasoning"; while if we are plain and simple we 
are giving" milk" instead of "strong meat" to men of" full age." If 
we dwell on " the terrors of law and of God" and the future punishment 
of the wicked, we are silenced by tbe saying that " no dead sinner 
was ever frightened to ChrisLn ; and if we preach Hie pitiful love we 
are accused of evading the fact that "God's anger burns against all sin." 
If we try to comfort tried saints, "there is, no word for the poor sinner," 
and if we, however scripturally, urge repentance and belief in Chris~ 
on these, we are charged with '' free will" and "duty-faith." If we 
insist on a holy life, as the outcome of a work of grace, and dwell on 
duty, personal and relative, as becoming God's children, and especially 
if we particularise prevalent and popular sins as displeasing to Him, 
some man of loud profession, whose ways are not clean, calls us legal 
and personal, and taboos us ever after. Above all, if we preach the 
Lord's second coming as -the Church's glorious hope, and dwell on His 
millennial reign, we are '' frothy," or "speculative," and "full of airy 
fancies that do the soul no good." 

In this our Magazines greatly uphold them. A great deal that now 
appears in the EARTHEN VESSEL is adapted to encourage dead, dull 
preaching, which profits no one, and to discourage living, manly speech 
which, while it might make hypocrites and humbugs wince, would, with 
God's blessing, wake up oar Churches once more. 

THE TESTIMONY OF A. E. REALFF, LEICESTER. 
"Enquirer's" experience is certainly not mine. As a Strict Baptist 

pastor for twenty years, having known many ministers of our section of 
the Denomination for a far longer period, on the whole, I have found 
them faithful t'J the preceptive and experimental portions of God's 
Word. As to my own stated and occasional ministry, both in the 
Metropolis and the Provinces, my hearers will, I think, acknowledge 
that each of the portions of Scripture mentioned, with manv others 
of a similar character, have frequently formed my texts, and still more 
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frequently have been quoted and enforced in my discourses. There 
may possibly be a riec~ssH,y tcj'emphMize the precepts of the Word, and 
to dee.I a little more'in this line of things, e.t lea&t in certain places, e.nd 
uader some circumstances, bu.t or this I am by no means sura, We, of 
all. professing Cbristians, should beware of the "spirit of the age," 
which (as to religion) is all for doing, in a very legal way. 

I am reminded of R/owle.nd Hill'~ terse remark to the effect that "a 
miuister must not prclltch d?ctr'ine only, for he wvnld then be like a man 
all bead ; or ex:perience only, for' he would then be like a mln all bean ; 
or practice, for he would then re,emble a m,i,n all legs. But let him 
judiciously combine all three." His ministry will then resemble a 
perfect man. 

My ·opportuciiti€s for hearing my brethren are rare. " Enquirer's" 
may have been more frequent. His indictment is indeed heavy, if true; 
as he doubtless believes. That .there is in our cong-regations a sprinkling 
of those who desire always to be " fed " on doctrine, I will not deny, 
but surely it becomes as neither to cou_rt men's smiles nor fear their 
frowns. We must not "shun Lo declare all the counsel of God, whether 
men will hear or forbear.)' 

Faithful preaching may, indeed, sometimes bring a minister into 
trouble. I myself have at tt;tnes lost some of my congregations in this 
way. They were missed numerically and financially ; but this could 
not be avoided. One was, of cc;i,urde, sori·y, but most of all for them. 
If our preaching should wound a covetous, or mee.n, or intemperate man, 
or one whose business met.hods will not.bear the light, well, so much t~e 
sadder for him. Certainly we never wish b give offence, but labour 
and pray to ·• speak the truth in love." Yet there may be some wlio 
care only to be "fed" from the pulpit. This is not the whole of a 
minister's work. '' All Scripture is givl!n by inspir<ltion of God, and 
i~ pc0fit11,ble for uoctrine, tor rept'<>.of, for corre~tion, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thornugbly furnished 
unto 1111 ~ood works." 

A WORD FROM P. MACDONALD, WOKING, SURREY. 

This question often occurs to those who hee.r the truth preached, but 
witne3s little evidence of its power, ewept, as "Enquirer" says, to con
firm our supineness, and lull us to slumber. "l'he Truth," as understood 
by many, consists of two branches only-doctrine and experiente. The 
third essential, practice, or the exemplification of the practical outcome 
cf doctrine and experience, is rarely touched upon. This is perhaµs 
because it is held that (1) a Christian hilB power to perform spiritual acts 
only as divinely enabled (which no Christie.a denies) ; (2) that all 
preaching of pr11,ctice has a legal tendenc.f, and as such has no place in 
e. correct estimate of the truth; and (3) that if anyone is influenced by 
the truth, he doe1 not need to be spurred into action by the enforcament 
of duty. The phr11,se, "a faithful preacher," is often used to convey the 
impression that the law is preached t1 the unregenerdte, and in onr 
Denominational vocabuL,ry invariably ha~ that meaning, while aopea\3 
to Christian energy, to the n;c~ssi.ty for moral consisteucy, to the work· 
inq side of the dLvin~ life in renewed_men, is gener.illy scouted a, per
taining only to "outer court" wori!hippers, e.nd not to those wuo 
wor.;hip·God in Spirit and'in Trtitli; • 

".Enquirer II h11s only to imagine a c1use of tru~h, unierste.nding by 
AA 
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the phrase a chapel where the darker phases of Christian experience 
are constantly reiterated, where devout, fearing souls wait and hope, and 
alas, regulate their views of the vitality of Christian life by a constant 
reference to their own spiritual pulsations. Let a preacher dwell on an 
apostolic appeal, preach on Paul's lines in Acts xvii., or Romans xii., or 
enforce the obligation of Christian service, and he will be regarded with 
suspicion as unsound, and receive few further invitations. 

He may, indeed, be congratulated by a few who wish that there were 
mor~ of su~h preaching ~n our chapels ; ~ut is not general!! accepted, 
and 1s considered eccentru; because advancmg the truth as displayed in 
the full-orbed Gospel. 

Those that depend for their bre11.d upon their vocation as preachers 
must either keep silence on such subjects, or face the alternative of 
vanishing congregations. Who can deny that this is true ? 

AN ANSWER FROM GOBOWEN, WALES, BY JAMES 'l.'.A.YLOR. 

Reliable replies can be given only by one who knows them. Being 
at a distance from the ministers referred to, whom years ago I knew 
well, I can only submit some general thoughts. That ministers should 
faithfully declared "the whole counsel of God" is unquestionable, but 
whether their faithfulness is to be determined by their testimony to the 
" Responsibilities and Duties "of believers enforced in the texts. quoted, 
is another matter. The Spirit is pleased to distribute His gifts, 
" severally as He will," and to impart to each minister the one he is 
best fitted to exercise. Hence a diversity of gifts is manifested in our 
Churches. One is practical, another experimental, or argumentative, or 
expository, or exhortatory. Some are of the John type, and tender and 
affectionate; others are the Boanerges, and thunder legal terrors. Few 
are "all-round " preachers possessing manifold gifts ; but if ministers in 
all fidelity exercise the gifts they have, though not entering into other 
men's lines of truth, they should not be denounced as unfaithful. 
Certainly, all need the exhortations of the Gospel, precepts as well as 
promises, which, when seasonably and lovingly enforced, under the appli
cation of the Roly Ghost, " afford a sanctifiying light." Referring to 
the texts quoted, much depends on out exposition of them. Some who 
clearly preach the doctrines of grace handle such texts in a way that is 
a positive perversion of the truth. There are men who profess to be 
faithful ministers of the Go!'pel who advance the texts referred to and 
charge us with oar " Responsibilities and Duties." We are told to fight 
the good fight of faith, and if we are vanquished the responsibility rests 
with us. We ought not, they remind us, to "quench the Spirit;" and 
add that if He leaves us never to return we alone are responsible. Such 
preachers are, indeed, often very zealous for the conversion of t~e 
ungodly, but their zeal is without knowledge, and their converts 1n 
many cases have only "a name to live and are dead." 

In the ministerial body there are thus many members, and all have 
not the same office. A more frequent interchange of pulpits might, 
therefore, greatly benefit our Churches. 

Other replies are reserved for our next iBsue. 

BEWARE, unwary soul. The cup, as it goes to thy lips, Satan would 
dash down or poison.-Ru/us. 
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"YE ARE NOT YOUR OWN." 
BY THE LATE JOHN HAZEL10X. 

[The following is e.n Address delivered e.t the Lord's Te.hie e.t Che.dwell 
Street Chapel on the afternoon of OcLober 3rd, 1875, previously to the reception of 
three members, and reported e.nd transcribed by J. Anthony Gee, to whose kind. 
ness we a.re indebted for its e.ppee.rance]. 

ERE giving you, my dear friends, the right hand of fel\ow~hip as the 
pistor of this Church, I would sugge,t to you a very precious and 

important portion of the Word of God. You have often thought upon 
it, and it bas sometimes, I doubt not, occurred to your minds with 
sweetness and power, but which, since it ia the Word of God, may pr0ve 
very sweet and precious to your hearts at this time. "Ye are not your 
own, ye are bought with a price ; therefore glorify God with your 
bodiei and with your spirits which are His" (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20). 

This is an important fact. In a general sense no creature3 are their 
own ; but it is in a very pleasing and gracious sense that the people of 
God are "not their own," because "they are bought with a price,'' and 
if yon feel rightly you will be thankful that you are not your own ; 
thankful that you bave been bought and redeemed by Christ and that 
you owe your present character as Christians, and the honourable 
posiLion that you occupy this afternoon, to His powerful and precious 
olood. 

Your bodies are not your own ; they ere the Lord's purchased 
property. Your spirits are not your own, for they are bJught wit,h a 
price and have been washed with the precious blood with which they 
were bought. 

Since, therefore, your spirits are not your own, all that is essential 
to your minds, all your natural powers, are the property of your great 
redeeming Lord. 

Your will is, therefore, His; may it be subject t'l the Will of God. 
Your understanding is the property of Je,us Christ. It has been 
enlightened by the Spirit of God, and it will, I hope, labour prayerfully 
in the mysteries of your holy religion. 

Yonr affections are not your own, having been bought with a price ; 
and there is something very pleasin~ in the fact that that the Lord Jesus 
has purchased our affections, and that He is the proper object of our life. 
I hope your affections will be closely united to Jesus Christ, your 
redeeming Lord. 

Our consciences, too, are not our own if they have been purchased by 
His blood. I believe that the blood of the Lamb has dropped like 
healing balm upon your consciences, and that this wonderful principle 
within you has be-:in purged by blood and now serves the living God. 

A short time since you were bap';ised, and now you are about to enter 
this Chnrcb, and I am thankful that you view these facts according to 
the Word of God. You were not ashamed of Jesus, nor to be bap
tised publicly in Ilia dear name, nor to avow the fact before many 
witnesse~ tha.t yon were the willing disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Well, in11smuch as Grace has claimed you, you have proclaimed 
publicly that you are the Lord's, and have followed your Master in _the 
ordinance of baptism. Now you stand just where you ought ; Just 
where you have Bible authority for standiug, namely, at the threshold of 
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the Church of God. A few sheep have been folded with us, and you are 
now about to step over the threshold into yom he;1vealy Father's house 
and take your seats with the sons and daughters of your God ; and since 
you have been baptised and have thus far conformed to the Word an<l 
Will of God, I very cheerfully and thankfully give you the right hand of 
Christian fellowship in the name of my Ma~ter, and secondly, in the 
name of the whole Church, and receive you into our midst. 

Now, our God is a God of Order, which, while it reigns everywhere 
in His works, in His government, and His proceedings, appears most 
prominently in all ~epartments of His '· great salvation." I hope, 
therefore, that you will love, and walk, and work with us under a con
sciousness of the fact that your God is a God of Order, and therefore I 
hope that you will all be steadfast in adhering to His Word and His 
ways. 

For twenty-three years ha.ve I been here, and a great i;nany persons 
have been received into Church fellowship, and I think we h'l.ve as little 
caus~ to complain of the instability of those who have joined us as auy 
Church in London. Nevertheless, I have sem some measure of 
instability, and have had to suffer more or less from it. Steadfastnes~ 
in the things of God is something more tban a virtue. It, is a grace ; 
and as a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, I exhort you to be steadfast 
in the things of God. 

Be steadfast in relation to your connection with ns as a Church. 
Providence is very mysterious, and the leadings of God are nncontrollable. 
and therefore a time may come when you are led into. other localities; 
but as long as you are living hereabouts, I do hope an<l trust you will 
have in your breast the same feelings towards this Church as you profess 
to have to-day. 

Be steadfast in the great principles of Divine truth. You will have many 
temptations, I have no doubt, on the right hand and on the left, which 
you will feel, and by which you will be influenced and solicited to give 
up this, that, and the other. I hope you will all continue to hold tbe 
truth as you have been taught it ; and that the grace of God will both 
hold you fast and that you will hold fast these doctrines, which are 
expositions and illustrationB of that grace of God by which and by 
Whom your souls are eternally saved. Seek our welfare, and say, 
" Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek thy good." 
To-day you love the House of God and everything connected with it. 
May you always try to regard us as part of the family of God, and 
alwaye try to seek our good for God's sake. 

Permit me to say you hereby pledge yourself to our God, especially 
at the Throne of Grace. When, therefore, you are near to the L01,d, and 
have some freedom in prayer, let Mount Zion come into y~mr minds and 
remember the Church of which you are a part. And I hope you will 
attend on the means of grace as frequently as possible, both as your duty 
and your privilege. Grace has taught you to regard the attendance on 
the means of grace as a heavenly privilege,. and I hope that you will 
always feel your connnectioa with this Church of Jesus Christ to be 
a sacred pleasure, and I. trast that your experience will pe that there is 
a good deal of heaven and much of the presence of God here when we 
areassembled in the Saviour's name. 
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~xpressing the affections and feeling of the whole body, and repre
senting them on this qcc~sion, I give you the right hand of Christian 
fellowship and welcome you into our midst, and may God bless all of 
you and give you to be blessings to us for His name sake. AMEN. 

THE PLEASING LUSTRE OF HIS EYES. 
BY JOSEPH JARVIS, 

Ministe1· of Devonshire Road Chapel, Greenwich. 

"His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with 
milk and fitly set."-Cant. v. 12. 

THE Book from which these words are taken is a heavenly allegory. 
Here the "everlasting Lover of our unworthy race" is set forth. 

Here also " the Bride, the Lamb's wife," appears in the snperlative 
beauty with which He bas invested her. Thus, Solomon here speaks of 
Christ and Hh~ Church. who is the speaker in oar text. Her mind is 
wholly taken up with Him. "With His beanty occupied, she elsewhere 
none can see," end she dwells on a choice number of particulars con
cerning Him-the feature we arci to consider being His eyes. "These," 
she says, "&re as the eyes of doves_ by the rivers of water, washed with 
milk and fitly set." Here we have purity, perspicacity, beauty, inno
cence, and nnspea.kable love. 

I. The dove bas a very pure eye, and our Lord is " of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity." 

II. The dove's eyes, when washed, sparkle, as it were, with intel
ligence, and the eyes of the Lord ere like lamps, yea, like " a flame of 
fire" (Rev. i. 14). Indeed. the perfe.:tions of Divine omniscience are 
set forth by a sevenfold @i~ht being attributed ,to Him before whose 
eyes all things are naked and open (Zech. iii. 9; Rev. v. 6); and these 
seven eyes, in the last-named passage, c.1re said· t'l be the "seven spirits 
of God." 

III. The dove's eyes are beautiful in their formation, and also beau
tifully or "fitly set." But infinitely more beautiful are those gracious, 
compassionate eyes which were upon us for good before the foundation 
of the world, and of which we re11,d, " The eyes uf the Lord are upon 
the righteous" l and 0, how fitly set are these mHcifnl eyes of our 
heavenly Beloved, since they a,re mercifully fixed upon those who sigh 
and cry because of their sins and iniquities, and after Him ; and besides 
this, you know that in His grace He looketh upon men, and if any say, 
" I have sinned and perverted that which is ri1?ht, and it profited me 
not," then He is gracious unto him, and saitb, " Deliver him from going 
down to the pit: I have found a rammm." What rich mercy is this I 
0, is it not wonderful that such abounding grace should be shown the 
sinful sons of men ? Truly our kind Lord ·ha~ eyes of mercy, bowels of 
mercy; yea, He is an infinite fountain of mercy and a "deep, sweet well 
of love." " Ho, every oae that thirsteth," come ye and parrake of the 
"fountain of the water of life freely," that is, ~ratuitously-for nothing. 
Bring, my belovei friends, nothing but nee:l, and pain, and poverty, 
and wretchedness, and unworthiness ; for the free, sovereign, rich, and 
unmerited mercy of thi~ heaveuly Lord ehall be experienced by all 
comers. 
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IV. Again, the dove's eyes bespeak innocence, and how perfecUy 
innocent and free from sin were the eyes of our immacule.te Redeemer! 
None were ever so blind, in this sense, to all sin as the adorable Son of 
God. "Who," says the Lord, by Isaiah, "is blind, but My servant? 
or deaf, as My messenger that I sent? who is blind as He that is per
fect, and blind as tbe Lord's servant? Seeing m"ny things, but Thou 
observest not ; opening the ears, but He heareth not. The Lord is well 
pleased for His righteousness' sake ; He will magnify the law, and make 
it honourable" (Isa. xlii. 19, 21). So perfect and impeccable was 
Christ's human nature tbat He could not turn aside to behold vanity. 

V. Observe once more that the eyes of the dove bespeak its 
affectionate nature; but bow infinitely short the figure comes of tbe ex
pression of that love of which it is the chosen emblem I What eye 
could express the millionth part of that wonderful love which beamed 
from the eyes of Him who was " full of truth and grace" ? The 
infinite love both of the Divine and hume.n natui·es streamed forth from 
those '' dear windows of His soul." "How full of truth, how full of 
grace" was He" when through His eyes the Godhead shone." 

0 that we may be all allured and charmed with those pure eyes of. 
boundless and inexpressible love. 

CHRIST'S "FORGET-ME-NOT": OR, "IN REMEM
BRANCE OF ME." 

" TREIB MEAL is finished, and the day is dead ; 
For sudden night has closed on all around. 
Judas has left them ; but the rest remain 
With awe-hushed hearts, silent till He shall speak, 

When, taking to Him an unbroken loaf, 
He pa.rte it into portions, one for each, 
And fills the chalioe ere He hands it round. 

And then He tells them His intent in this
The loaf, thus broken, should II symbol be 
And II memento of His body, which 
Was to be brok1:1n for them: and this cup, 
Of the new covenant, 11 hi.sting sign. 
And after He had left them, when they took 
The bread; and thus the cup received, it wa.s 
To be in loving memory of HIM," "WITH THE MABTER."-Anon. 

IT is related of Dr. Charles Stanford,• of Camberwell-a much-tried 
saint and a choice Gospel minister (1823-1866)-that when, on 

one occasion, about to administer the Lord's Supper to His people, he 
was observed, in his semi-blindnees, to feel for the cups and plates 
on the table before him. At length, having assured himself of their 
position, he put the question-" What are these ? " himself retul'Oing 
the beautiful reply : "They are 

JESUS CHIUS1'
0

S FORGET-ME-NOT." 

The idea suggests three thoughts-Christ's Desire, the Christian's 
Danger, and the Church's Duty. 

!.-CHRIST'S DESIRE. 
The injunction of our text reveals the woaderful fact tl.et He desires 

• He wa.s for some time absolutely blind. 
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to be retained in His people's affectionate remembrance. Though 
passed into the heavens as "the Lord of glory," He is not indifferent to 
our thoughts of Him. The six-winged serapbims everrnore praise Him 
(Isa. vi. 2, 3) ; but-their adoration does not snffice. The thunders of 
their ceaseless hallelujahs do not render Him unmindrul of the songs of 
our "poor, lisping, stammering tongues." Gabriel may yield Him 
higher homage in "unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man 
to utter" (2 Cor. xii. 4), yet of our ea.rth-born songs He still declares 
that " whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me." 

Notwithshnding He is the supreme and central Object of Heaven's 
worship, He is not satisfied without He dwells in our loving remem
brance. Shonld we forget Him, His exceeding joy wonld lose an 
element of its glory. 

King Edward-whom may God bless-probably cares little whether 
his humbler subjects think of him or not. To the King of Kings, 
however, it matters much that His saints, though mean and obscure in 
the world's eyes, should remember Him. Hence His institution of this 
Ordinance, expressing His desire to retain His due position in our 
loving memories. H➔ncc this, His •· forget-me-not," to perpetuate 
and intensify our personal, ~pecial and grateful recollections o[ Him. 

II.-THE CHRISTIAN'S DANGER. 

Christ git"ei! no superfluous monitions, and His word~ forcibly imply 
the possibility and peril of our allowing Him to escape our solemn 
remembrance. 

No Lruly saved man or woman can indeed absolutely forget the 
Saviour. Hearts that have once perceived the sweetness of His Name 
must retain the recollection of its fragrance. All who have received 
pardon through His cross and peace through His intercession, will ever 
retain a sense of His love as pllrt of their personal consciousness. 
Their "right hand may foreet its cunning," but never will His grace 
and glory vanish from their bean's glowing vision-

" Remember Thee and-e.11 Thy pa.ins, and all Thy love for me ; 
Yes, while a breath, a pulse, remains, I will remember Thee." 

Yet, as landscapes become dim in the evening gloom ; as our recollec
tions of the lineaments of a loved face become indistinct through 
prolonged absence and the flighL of years ; our thoughts of the " Well
beloved" may grow les1 vivid and intense thlln they once were. These 
words surely imply the possibility, in a restrit:ted sense, of our thui for
getting Hirn. Indeed, the pJsiibility-we own it with shame-amounts 
almost to I\ propensity. It is a sad fact in our spiritual ex:perience that 
we so easily and so soon los~ the heart-glow and enthusillsm which His 
love demands. Not forgotten, but los" sight of ; not forgotten, but for 
the time crowded out by other objects which hold our minds in their 
sway, does the radience of the ·• Son of Righteousness" become to 
our easily oblivious hearts. 

Things religious may so occupy the mind that He ceases to be 
the chiefest among ten thousand. Things non-rel~qious, that concern 
the business and the battle of life; things irreligious, oppossed to our 
sworn fealty to Him and which delight the cravingil of our lower na:ture 
and chill and repres.;i the activities of the inner :nan, all tend to divert 
holy minds from Him whose love should be all to them. 
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We should, therefore, often sing :-
" 0 thou, my soul, forget no more 

The Friend who e.11 thy mis'ries bore ; 
Let other loves be e.11 forgot, 
But 0, my soul, forget Him not." 

It is of vital importance to us that He should live in om;- thoughts. 
We are largely ma~e _and ~ould~d by our memories .. An abiding 
remembrance of Uhnst 1s a mighty mfl.uence for good. When He is "a 
living, bright reality," the garish toys of Time lose their power to 
fascinate. 

How wise, as well as gracious, is the method ordained by Christ 
to re,ive and intensify our dormant impressions of His great love. It 
is inherent in us to feel pleasure in expressing our thoughts and feelings 
by symbols. C!aspe~ bands, waved farewells, signalled greetings, are 
but acts of social ritual. Here a ceremony is made a means of grace; 
and our holiest thoughts and feelings, so simply expressed, originate and 
revive others. Ritualism may become a hindrance and a bane, but, as 
claimed by Christ, it, with the Spirit's blessing, becomes fruitful of 
~~- • 

Objects which the senses can appl'ehend often start precious trains 
of thought and emotion. Under some withered ai:;d scentless blossoms 
preserved in an album, a poet wrote : -

" These lee.ves e.nd faded flowers touch many a hidden spring, 
And bring back bygone hours to which fond mem'ries cling." 

And if this was their influence, how subtle must be the power of these 
perfect symbols of deep ineffable truths. 

Verily He, who " knowetb our frame," ordained the feast of holy 
remembrance, lest our recreant memories should forget the tenderness of 
our by-gone hours. 

III.-THE CHURCH'S DUTY. 

Whatever Obrist enjoins, it is incumbent on us to obey with un
questioning loyalty. 

Tbe Lord's Supper has often been diverted from its true intent 
and use. Errors most solemn have been a•sociated with it. The 
"Mass" of the Papists, and "The Blessed SacrBment" of High 
Churchmen-which are perversions of it-are alike out.ra~es upon reason 
and revelation. Hence some, to avoid the errors which have sprung 
from it, have eschewed this form of worship altogether. But the 
Master's words must be kept (John xiv. 21-23) in spite of men's 
failures. The duty abides for each Church to perform. It suffice3 that 
He said, •· This do." It is His positive command. 

Our relation to the Lord's Supper as a section of. the Baptist 
Denomination is again peculiar and painful. The departure of others 
from the order of the New Testament imposes on us the obligation 
to receive none but those who come to it, not only in a right spirit, but 
in the right way. 

How this has distressed eome hearts, God only knows. That there 
should be divergence of sentiment here, is .unspeakably distressiqg-and 
there is danger of our assembling at the Lord's Supper as Denomina
tionalists, rather than as saved sinners who have humbly sought to know 
and do His will. 
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It i~ whispered tbat some who love the truth, disturbed and dis
mayed at this pitiable contention, keep aloof from the emblems of their 
Lord's body and blood altogether. All snch err. His words cannot he 
misunderatood or evaded. " This do" still claims our heart's homage. 

It is, lastly, the pressing and paramount duty of the Churches to 
maintain the Lord's Supper, bec9.use by its due observance we be8t 
refute the infernal lie of Sacerdotalism. 
/i The fiercely-fought question of the day is whether we gather to 
an altar or a table, to the Mass (or Sacrament), or to a memorial feist. 
Do we assist at the repetition of Christ's great sacrifice; or do we simply 
combine in an act of worshipful commemoration and testimony ? 

Emphatically, we say, the latter. With a tenacity born of our con
viction as to the teaching of the Divine Word on the question ; of the 
true significance and value of the simple ceremony ; and of the impor
of the issues involved, we will, God helping us, cleave to the faith of our 
fathers, while each sings:-

" According to Thy gre.cious Word, 
In meek humility, 

This will I do, my dee.rest Lord, 
I will remember Thee." • 

THE LOVE OF GOD. 

"The Lord direot your hee.rts into the love of God."-2 Thesse.lonie.ns iii. 5. 

THE Lord the Spirit, by His gra~ious power, 
Into the love of God direct thine heart ; 

The love which "passeth all thine uilderntanding," 
Which yet shall be thy joy to "know in pe.rt." 

God's love so ancient, which He bore toward thee 
Through countless ages, ere the worlds were made ; 

Ere thou had'st raised one thought of love to heaven, 
Or for His mercy had'st devoutly prayed. 

God's love so mighty, patient, all-victorious; 
Mighty to save thee, mighty to defend ; 

"Stronger than death,'' thine every foe to vanquish, 
Unquenched by •• many wa.teni " to the end. 

God's love so changeless, resolute, supernal, 
Once fixed upon thee, never more estranged; 

Midst all thy life's vicissitudes unfaltering, 
Midst thy love's fluctuations_ still unchanged. 

God"s love omnipotent, Rovereignly gracious, 
Moved by the counsel of His royal will ; 

All-wise in all His purposes toward thee, 
All-kind thiue highest interests to fulfil. 

God's love so boundless, lnea.sureless, uririva.lled, 
E'en by an angel's eloquence untaught ; 

All other loves combined far, far excelling
Exceeding utmost knowledge, utmost thought. 

• Some sentences in the e.bove a.re verbe.l extraots fro:u Pulpit Glcanin9s, by 
Rav. J. He.leay, Anerley, 11:!79. A most suggestive book, now· out of print.
Au1·Hon. 
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God's love so faithful, no turns shadow knowing, 
E'en when thou dost believe not He remains 

Steadfastly true toward thee every moment; 
Thy love may ebb and flow, His never we.nee. 

"God's love exultant "over thee with singing," 
Ravished with thee and fully satisfied ; 

His costly one, than countless gems more precious, 
His beautiful, His comely, glorious Bride. 

God's love so mindful, pitiful and tender 
Forbearing long with all thy we.yward~ese 

Compassionate in all thy griefs, thy wee.knes~, 
More soothing than a f\10ther's soft caress. 

God's love exhaustless, all time long-enduring, 
U1;1c~eck~d toward thee through the lessening years; 

Outhvmg time-for ever and for ever 
Thine it she.II be to know the love He bears. 

To this great love the Spirit now direct you
God's love, so free, so real, so grand, so bright ; 

Love boundless, love unchanging, love victorious, 
Love sovereign, everlasting, infinite. 

KATE STAINES, 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

Devonshire Road Pulpit, Greenwich. 
Twelve sermons delivered by th" 
pastor, Joseph Jarvis. Wilmshurst, 
30, Imperial Buildir.g-s, E.C. Oloth, 
gilt lettered. Two shillings. 

NEXT to Welshmen, the typical men of 
Sussex have, we think, the best. natural 
qualifications for Goepel preaohe-re, ann 
wh,·n great grace has been superadaecl, 
what ministers some of them have 
proved ! From this county our good 
brother, Joseph Jarvis, hails, and many 
of his sermons are bright and brave
like the strong breezes on the downs 
near which he was born. Hie methods 
and phraseology are all hill own ; while 
hill themes and hie matter are ever "the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God." 
We hardly know whether be excels 
more as an expositor of the Word or a 
gentle yet faithful delineator of what is 
•· known and felt" in the inner ex
perience of God's living people. 

Perhaps his forte lies in opening np 
the metaphors of the Scripture with 
rare ing~nuity, while unwise fanciful
ness is held in prudent check, and the 
doctrine evolved is shown in its solemn 
bearing on the hearts and consciences of 
hie bearers. Thie is exemplified in the 
extract from a sermon on Solomon's 
Song v, 16, which we give on another 
pu.ge, and which is a fair specimen of the 
whole of these excellent published dis
courses. Our friend is eo brotherly a 

man, and so resolutely maintains Lie 
liberty under our " One Master," that 
it is a plea.sure to waft him a kindly 
word of fraternal blessing, anrl to wish 
success to this well-got-up volume, in 
which his portrait appears as the frontis
piece. 
Text Meditations, in the Words of 

Scripture. By the Author of " Out
lines of Prophetill Truth," etc., etc., 
now.in his 86th year. London : Idle 
and Co., 17, Paternoster Row. No 
price given. 

THis book, which is understood to be tbe 
work of Robert Brown, now of great 
age, consists of meditations on various 
religious subjects expressed in texts 
selected from the Bible itself. This 
renders them interesting, but whether 
this peculiar method of elucidating the 
truth of God is altogether advise.hie ma_v 
be doubted. 'l'be same plan wns 
adopted in the "Commentary Wholly 
Biblical," which was much talked of fifty 
years sinoe, but which has proved of 
little practical value, and is rurely to be 
met with. It is, however, pleasant to 
think of one who is tarrying in the 
"land of Beulah" employing his Jaat 
days eo holily, and the Lord will doubt
less ')WO hie work in eome good ways. 
Will the author allow us to remind him 
that in Psalm cxxxix. 16, we read 
"unperfect," and not, as be quotes it, 
"imperfect" (page 118). lmperfeol 
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the Ohurcb of God never was or could 
be, for 
"In the gle.ss o[ His decrees Christ nod His 

Chnrch appeared e.s one ; 
Her sins by imputution Hi•. while she in 

spotlese eplendonr ehone." 
" Un perfect" it we.s e.nd will be, until 

the le.et elect sinner is added to the 
visible body of the redeemed, and we all 
come unto the perfect (mystic) man of 
Epb. iv. 13. The book is in bold type 
and well got up, and would be prized as 
a Chris~mas gilt by many of the infirm 
and aged to whom the Master is 
precious. 
The Leper and His Cleansing. By B. 

A. Warburton, witb a Prefac11 by 
Edward Carr, of Bath. London: 
Farncombe, 30, Imperial Buildings, 
Ludgate Circus, E.C. Price not 
given. 

HUNDREDS of truth-loving persons 
have cause to bless God for the late 
l. C. Pbilpot's two sermons on The 
Leper Diseased and The Leper Cleansed. 
Among these is the author of this 
thoughtful work, to whom, however, it 
bas occurred that more might with 
profit be said on the subject than is to 
found in Mr. Philpot's sixteen pa~es 
He, therefore, here gives us the fro it of 
bis research and meditations. If leisure 
and ability are vouchsafed, we will 
accord bis chapters further and fuller 
examination. Meanwhile, we cotnmend 
it very heartily as a Scriptural, spiritual 
and sugg~stive book. 
Thomas Bradbury, of Grove Chapel, 

Cambenoell. Two Funeral Sermons 
by Rev. W. Sykes, M.A., Vicar of 
Hillsborough, Sheffield. Price 4d. ; to 
be obtained at the Chapel, or by post 
for 4½d. from the e.utbor. 

THE Rev. W. Sykes entertained a sincere 
and profound t steem for our late friend, 
who, when dying, requested that he 
would both officiate at the funeral and 
preach these memorial sermons. He 
tells the Church much that is interesting 
about him who was their faithful pastor 

for thirty-five years, and, with frater,,al 
affection, lnys bare the gracious thou11ht9 
and feelings of tbe heart. that beats on 
earth no more. The first issue was 
graced with a portrait of the deceased in 
a Gecevan gown. bat witbout the bands, 
which gave him a most imposing 
appearance. This, however, has been 
recalled, and the reader must be content 
with the printed delineation of 1be life 
aod labours of this excellent servant of 
Christ Jesus. 
Simple but SCYUnd, or," Whereas I was 

blind, now I see." A sermon by C. 
H. Spurgeon. Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Pulpit, ~o. 2,956. 

THIB discourse, which is one of the great 
preacher's happiest, was delivered when 
we were in hie College, and appeared in 
the Baptist Messenger for 1863. We 
young men thought most highly of it, 
as manifesting an admirable method of 
handling a text, and the "'riter would 
commend it as a model to his younger 
brethren. It is full of instruction and 
comfort for any who are concerned to 
know whetber they are the subjects of 
a work of grace. 
The Australian Particular Baptist 

Magazine. No. 256, October, 1905. 
Tms, like its predecessors, evinces honest 
and earnest editorial work, and contains 
some sweet and saTory piece~, specially 
that of E. Littleton, of Freemantle, 
on Job. xxviii. 9, "He overturneth 
the moantains by the roots." The· 
article by F. Fullard on " Our Own 
Magazine," by which, of course, he 
means the one before us, gives a very 
readable and instructive account of it& 
commencement under the sainted D. 
Allen, and its continuance to the present 
time, with our brother Beedel as its 
editor. The nil us ion to the English 
fr, e grace magazines which are 
enumerated, is fru.ternal and appreci
ative. May we not hope of all 
that maintain them that while "there 
are diversities of gilts" there is also
" the same Spirit." 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

THE STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
Animal Meeting, at the S1trrey 

Tabernacle, 01i Tueaday, Oct. 24th, 1905. 

THE Surrey Tabernacle, well described 
by several of the speakers as "this 
beautiful building," was kindly placed 
at the disposal ol the Committee of ~he 
Striot Baptist Mission for the holding 

of the Uth Annual Meeting of that 
Society. 

Friends travelled from many po.rte of 
London and the country, so that at the 
afternoon meeting the area of the 
huildinlJ was full. 

The v1oe-preeidmt, pastor R. Mu timer, 
who was to have presided over the 
afternoon gathering, was nnavoidably 
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prevented from being present, so that 
the president, pa.stor E, Mitchell, occu
pied the cha.ir on uoth occa.sions. 

After a. song of pra.ise had been 
hea.rtily sung pa.stor James E. Fleg~ 
rea.d the 67th Pea.Im. and Alderma.n H. 
Brand sought the Lord'• presence and 
hlessing, which prayer it was felt, at 
the close of the day, ba.d been answered. 

The esteemed pastor of the Church at 
the Surrey Tabernacle, Mr. 0. S. Dolbey, 
on behalf of the Church, very hea.rtily 
welcomed the supporters of the Mi~sion. 
When the letter was read asking for the 
loan of the building",without a moment's 
hesita.tion he and his brethren acceded 
to the reg uest, for tbe ga_theri~ge were 
to be in tne interest of the. kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ It 
was written, "Ask of Me, and I will 
give thee the heathen for thine inherit
ance"; and in that grand intercessory 
prayer in John xvii. our Lord asked, 
•• Father, I will tha.t they whom Thou 
hast given Me be with Me where I am." 
And would Jesus Christ fail 1 A thou
sand times :S-o I It was the ma.nifest 
will of God that .the Gentile nations 
should come to a. saving knowledge of 
the truth ; tha.t whosoever should ca.ll 
npon the na.me of the Lord should be 
saved. Bnt how should they call on 
Him of whom they had not heard 1 and 
how should they hea.r without • a 
preacher 1 Missionaries were sent into 
the grea.t heathen world by the primi
tive Church, and. he apprehended tha.t 
the Mission wa,s only co.rrying_ out the 
-0ommand of Christ in sending out .thoee 
who were tqnipped and qua.lifted for 
mission work. He hoped the blessing 
of God would rest upon the Mission a.nd 
the meetings being held tha.t day. Mr. 
Dolbey read a.n interesting letter he ha.d 
received from India. written by Mr. 
David Morling. 

After a, few words from the Cha.irma.n, 
thanking Mr. Dolbey for the oordia.l 
welcome e.ccorded, pastor J. N. Throssell 
(of Meophu.m) delivered a.n interesting 
e.ddress upon" The Word of God." God 
he.d spoken, a.nd this wa.s written. When 
he ea.me to the Book he f9und it sta.ted, 
The mouth of the Lord bath spoken it. 
In speaking God he.d given utteranoe to 
Hie thoughts, and He had appointed, a.e 
the way of bringing to light .1:1.iejewels, 
that men should otter forth Hie Word
prea.oh the Goepel. In this Word was 
most blessedly declared the only plan 
of redemption upon which we could 
rely. It ran upon the lines of love and 
blood. In the past the Word of God 
came, a.nd it ea.me now, to individuals, 
a.nd the purposes of God were a.ocom
pliehed a.t home and abroad. 

Pa.etor G. W. Thomae (of Wa.tford) 
followed with a tellinr.r missionary ad
dress upon the word "Go," with which 
word were linked several passages bear
ing upon miBBionary enterprise ; and • 

pastor Jamee E. Flegg (of Wandsworth) 
referred to the fa.et that the S. B. M. 
stood for something definite. It was 
Scriptural, therefore it was Ba.ptist, 
and hence Missionary. Our bretbren 
had as their &im, Salvation; their 
weapon, tbe Bible; a.nd tbeir occupa
tion, Meeeengers. 

Letters h1ning been read from Messrs. 
Juli (of Cam.bridge), Ha.rsent (of 
Wa.ttisbam), a.nd Abbott (of Fairstead 
Ha.II, Witham), expressing regret at 
their enforced absenoe, Mr. E. A. Booth 
spoke a few words, Rearching and 
etiniulating. from th · question, "Who 
is my neighbour 1 ' 

Pastor 'l' .• Jonee (of West Hill, Wands
worth) wa.s then li•tened to intently as, 
basing hie remarks upon "The Vision of 
Ezekiel," he, drew a. graphic picture of 
the condition of the J)eoplti of England 
prior to the • Reformation, a.nd the 
changed aspect whicb was brought 
a.bout throagh the prea.ching of the 
truth ; and then referred to the con
dition of heathendom to-do.y, and 
showed that the only thing which could 
bring a.bout the freedom of these races 
WI\S the promulgation of the same 
glorious truths. These truths God had 
blessed in the pa.et and would bless in 
the future. • 

Pastor L. H. Colle· (of Tring), Editor 
of The Strict BdpUst }Uission Herald, 
brought the· afternoon meeting to a 
close with an earnest and profita.ble 
e1>eeoh on ·" The Lordship of Jesus 
Christ." 

The friends at the Tabernacle ha.d 
done all in their power to provide for 
the bodily wants, and their efforts 
were greatly a.ppreciated by tbe larg 
compa.ny which partook of their 
ho~pita.lity. 

At the evening meeting, which com
menced promptly at 6.15 p.m, not only 
was the a.rea of the spacious 'l'a.berna.ole 
filled, but the galleries also were well 
occupied, eo that the Chairma.n faoed a 
splendid congregation .when he rose to 
announce the opening hymn :-

" J esae shall reign where'er the sun 
Dotb hie successive journeys rue." 

After thie had been sung pastor R. 
Mutimer (of Brentford) r~ Mark xvi., 
and pastor E.W. Flegg (of Homerton 
Row) prayed. 

A few words of welcome having been 
spoken the hon. secretary, pa.stor W. 
Chisnall, was called upon to read the 
Report. Time only permitted of 
extracts being given. It told a splendid 
tale of progress made, fresh fields 
entered, prosperity enjoyed, preoioue 
eoule saved, and increasing support of 
the work. (Co!Jies of the Report oa.n 
be obta.ined of pastor W. Chisnall, 
Wyoliffe, Farnham:road, Guildford.) 

In a truly missionary address po.etor 
J. Boeh (of New Crose) moved the 
adoption of the Report. He trnsted it 
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would be read carefully and prayer
fully, eo that the work might be more 
liberally supported.· The address wae· 
based upon the words, "Your work of 
faith and labour of love." This Mission 
was essentially such. He exhorted the 
missionaries to have faith in their 
mfssion, i.e., that God had oalled them 
to their work ; to have faith in thl!ir 
messa~e, and to have unbounded faith 
in their Master. This was seconded in 
an instructive address by pastor B. J. 
Northfield (of March, Oambe). There 
were discouragements and encourage
ments in the work. One great en
couragement was the Master's promise, 
"Lo I I am with yon al way." He 
emphasised the need for patience and 
sympathy. 

Our beloved missionary, Ernest A. 
Booth, who has tbeoaase of the heathen 
so much at heart, and to whom the 
GoRpel of sovereiirn grace is very dear, 
was then listened to with rapt attention. 
Although be spoke for some time it 
seemed all too short as he dwelt upon 
the oharacter and condition of those 
among whom he and bis fellow-workers 
laboured ; recounted the difficulties en
ooantered; the awful saperatition 
prevailing, and the appalling sights 
witnessed : and then went on to tell of 
breaking day and hopes, anticipations 
and plans for the future. 

One interesting feature of this meet
ing was that farewell was to be said to 
Miss Rath Scott, who was about to leave 
England to join Mr. Morling in the 
work in India. Oar dear friend was 
present on the platform with oar 
highly-esteemed sister, Mrs. Booth. It 
fell to the lot of the father of Mr. D. 
Morling, as pastor of the Obnrob where 
Miss Scott is in membership, to deliver 
the valedictory addresP. In tones tender 
and touching, pastor Josiah Morling (of 
High Wycombe) spoke of the work to 
which God had evidently called our 
Bister, extolled the Master she was 
serving. and committed her to the care 
of an ever-faithful God. 

Pastor L. H. Colle (of •Tring) offered 
the valedictory prayer, whioh was a 
fitting memorial to the Lord's goodness 
in the past, and an expectancy of faith 
for future help in all oironmste.noes and 
needs. 
• A brief, warm-hearted missionary 
address was then l{iven by pastor H. T. 
Chilvers, of Ipswich. 

A vote of thanks to the friends at the 
Tl\hernaole was heartily accorded for 
kindness evinced throall"hout the day, 
This was responded to by Mr. A. 
Boulden, who hoped there would be 
other gatherings of a similar character 
in that honoured sanctuary. He funher 
gladdened all hearts as. in his closing 
words and in a graoeful manner, be 
banded to tbo Chairman a cheque for 
the full amount collected at the tea-

tables, various friends of the Surrey 
Tabernacle providing the whole cost of 

'the tea. 
A few words from Mr. Dolbey, and 

the singing of the Doxology, brought 
these memorable meeting• to e. clo,e. 
The friends did :iobly, contributing 
:£108 8~. 7d. to the Mission Funds. As 
the meeting broke up the feeling 
evidently was that the Htb annual 
meeting was ·not only one of the mo~t 
largely attended but one of the most 
profitable. 

WELLINGBOROUGH. 
THERE was an echo of the life and 
death of Mr. David Dalley (late senior 
dee.con of the Tabernacle, Welling
borungh) at the evtning service on 
Sunday, October 29th, when a tablet, 
memorising his life and work, was 
unveiled. The pastor (Mr. S. T. 
Belcher) conducted the service, and 
during the course of his sermon made 
mention of many memorials recorded 
of God's goodness ; for instance, as seen 
in His covenant relationship, redemp
tion Ly blood, deli vere.nce from the 
world, victory over the flesh, Christ 
meeting judgment, triumph over death, 
etc. He aloo gave instances of the 
memorials of poor sinners, whose cries 
knd groans went up to the God of 
Sabaoth, mentioning ·Noah, Abraham, 
Jacob, Manasseh, Cornelius, and the 
woman who had done what she could. 
He made mentioo of the holy life and 
servioe in the cause of Christ of the late 
David Dolley, and oonoluded with the 
Holy Ghost's comment in the Book of 
Revelation, "Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, for their works 
do follow them." Mr. E. S. Wright (as 
senior deacon) unveiled the tablet, 
which testified to the benefioeaoe of Mr. 
Dalley, hie hearty servioe, and bis gift 
to the cause. Mr. Wright was enabled 
to speak from experience of Mr. Dulley's 
life, and everyone present felt the 
appropriateness of his remarks. The 
memory. of the just is blessed. 

The viliit of our missionary (Mr. E. A. 
Booth) had a double interest, seeing 
that our esteemed pastor (Mr. Belcher) 
had the pleasure of baptizing both ~r. 
Booth and his wife, and also marryrng 
them, so that, as Mr. Booth aptly re
marked, Mr. Belober had done all_ the 
parsonio work for him that be requued. 
Mis.ionary spirit, it i~ needless to ~d.d, 
was considerably renved by the V!Blt, 
and the service held on Sunday eveDIDll°J 
Nov. 8, will live Jong in the memory or 
many who were thrilled by Mr. Boot_h'e 
moving appeal for personal service, 
whether on the mist1ion field or in 
labouring at home. The cry of the 
heathen bas been heard in our eara
,. Come over and help us" ; the cry of 
those whose eyes are darkened, e.nd 
minds benighted. The ory is to our 
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Churches-that they, having tasted of the 
Word of life, may seek for its dissemi
nation amongst those who, though not 
desiring it, urgently need it. Mr. Booth 
ably proved the necessity of a Gospel 
Mission in India. both at the services 
on Sunday and during a lecture whioh 
be delivered on Monday evening. 
Practical sympathy found its manifesta
tion, Mr. Booth departing with over 
:£11. ?,fay God's blessing rest upon the 
Mission, and the labourers in the field, 
is the prayer of those who have seen 
the light and discern the darkness of 
the heathen. F. H. WRIGHT. 

CROYDON (DERBY-ROAD). -The 
29th anniversary ot th., Sunday-school 
in connection with the above was held 
on Sunday and Wednesday, October 
15th and 18th. A prayer-meeting at 
7.30 a.m. on Sunday gave us a good .tart 
for the day, the presence of the Spirit 
being very manifestly realised. Our 
pastor wa• enabled to preach very help
ful and encouraging sermons both 
morning and evening, and also to give 
an interesting address to the young in 
the afternoon. On Wednesday a1ter
noon Mr. E. White, of Woolwioh, 
preached a cheering sermon from Acts 
ii. 39 ; this wa• followed by a publio 
tea. A public meeting was held 1n the 
evening, ably presided over by Mr. F. ·.r. 
Newman. Our superintendent (Mr. S. 
J. Clutterbuck) sought the Divine 
blessing; and reports uf the rnhoul and 
library work for the past year were 
read; and bright, helpful, 11,i;.d in
structive addre•see given by Messrs. 
Abrahams, Dale, Pounds, White, and 
our pastor. The attendance at all the 
service• was mo.t encouraging. We 
have enlarged our chapel by the 
audition of a gallery for the accommoda
tion of the echo),. rs, and the increased 
space was well filled, especially on 
Sunday. Special hymns were sung by 
the scholars, Mrs. Bennett presiding at 
the organ. Colleotions were very good, 
and though not quite up to last year, 
yet considering the drain on our friends 
for the Enl,.rgement Fund, we feel 
they have done nobly, and it is our joy 
to raise another '· Ebenezer," and eay 
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."
E. 8. B. 

WALTHAMSTOW (ZION, MAYNARD· 
ROAD).-The 31st anniversary ot the 
formation of tne Church was celebrated 
on Lord's-day, October 15th, when 
brother E. Ru • ., i,reached two excellent 
disoourees. On the following Wednesday 
the services were continued. Brother 
J.E. Flegg preached in the afternoon a 
thoughtful sermon upon the words 
found in 1 Cor. i. 2, which was muoh 
enjoyed. Tea wa• afterwards served to 
a l(OOd number of friends, In the even
ing a public me1:1ting wae held, over 

which brother G. Savage· presided, who 
read the first twelve verses of Matt. v., 
making very instructive comments 
thereon. Brother J. G. Caplin led us to 
the throne of grace. The secretary, 
brotherJ. Sharpe, read the report, whioh 
was very encouraging, shewing that all 
expenses had been met and a small 
be.lance remained in hand. The con
gregations had improved, the week
night Bible-class, tract distribution, 
Sunday-school, eto .. were all progress
ing in a eatisfactory manner. Brother 
E. Rose had occupied the pulpit each 
Sunday sinc.i July, and as his laDours in 
our midst were well received it had 
just bi:en unanimously arranged that he 
Hhonld take the oversight of the Church 
from January next. It ie fervently 
hoped that hie ministry will be 
abundantly blessed to the ingathering 
of precious souls in this thickly-popu
lated London suburb. Instructive 
addresses were given by brethren 
Heneon, E.W. Flegg, Licence, and Rose. 
The attendance at these services was 
good, and the highly spiritual tenor of 
the sermons and addresses throughout 
was muoh appreciated. 

ILFORD (" EBENEZER," CLEVELAND 
RoAD).-Harvest thanksgiving services 
were held on flunday, October 3rd. 
Sermons by the pastor morning and 
evening. On the following Tuesday a 
sermon was preached by Mr. E. 
Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, at 3.30, 
from Ruth ii. 15-17. The evening 
meeting commenced at 6.30, and was 
presided over by Mr. E. Mitchell, who 
spoke briefly fr(!m the words oontaine_d 
in Psalm xxxv1, 7, "How excellent 1e 
Thy lovingkindness,'' etc. Spiritual 
and very acceptable addresses were also 
delivered by Messrs. Goodenough, W. 
:llorgan, Pounds, and the. pastor. The 
attendances were quite up to the aver• 
age and the oolleotions liberal. We 
desire also to be grateful to God tor 
disposing the heart of a friend to pre
sent us with a donation of five pounds 
towards expenses whioh must shortly 
be incurred in oonneotion with neoee• 
sary structural alterations.-GEo. S. 
FA UNCH. 

LEYTON (GOLDSMITH•BOAD).
Speoial services were held to oom· 
memorate the 8th anniversary of the 
re-opening of this chapel on Lord's-day, 
Nov. 5th, and Tuesday, Nov. 7th. On 
Lord's-day two sermons were delivere_d 
by Mr. F. Grimwood, who based h;1s 
morning remarks on Isa.. xxvi. 8, and ID 
the evening on Heb. vi.19. On Tuesdav, 
Nov, 7th, a sermon was delivered at 3.30 
by our hi~hly-esteemed brother, pastor 
Edward M1tohell, upon Prov. xvi1i. 24: 
"There is a Friend that stioketh closer 
than a brother." At the evening meet· 
ing the ohair was oooupied by Mr· 
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Applegate who we.e supported by 
brethren E. Mitohell, 'I'. P. Gibbens, F. 
Grimwood, A. Lioence,e.nd H.J. Galley. 
The opening hymn being song, prayer 
we.e offered by the writer of these lines, 
after whioh the ohe.irme.n read and 
commented on Gen. x::.uiii. A very 
enooore.ging report we.e then given by 
the Church seorete.ry, one item being 
very pleasing-they had started e. Son
day morning prayer-meeting, Pastor 
E. Mitohell moved the adoption of the 
report e.nd then. spoke from the words, 
"8e.lve.tion is of the Lord." Pastor H. 
J. Galley seco1.1ded, and dwelt on the 
words" Pray without ceasing." Pastor 
Gibbens dwelt on Pae.. xxv. 1, and Mr. 
Grimwood took the ea.me Paa.. xxv. 5, 
"Lead me in Thy troth." Our brother 
Licence brought op the rear from Psa.. 
civ. 28: "Thon openest thine hand," 
after which the Church offioie.le thanked 
the ohe.irma.o and friends for coming to 
their a.id. Thoe pa.seed e. very pleasant 
de.y.-D. BUTCHER. 

WELCOME MEETING IN CON
NECTION WITH THE SETTLE
MENT OF MR. E. W. FLEGG 
AS PASTOR AT HOMERTON 
ROW. 

SERVICES of e. highly interesting 
ohe.re.cter were held in the time
honoured sanotoe.ry e.t Homerton Row 
on Nov. 14th. Nine months &jl'O our es
teemed brother Beloher, feeling that hie 
work we.a done, relinquished hie office 
e.e pastor. Friends gathered on the 14th 
Nov. from many Chorohee to welcome 
the new pastor, Mr. E.W. Flegg. The 
aftemoon meeting was presided over by 
our dear friend, Mr. W. S. Millwood. 
After e. portion of Soriptore he.d been 
read e.nd the blessing of God had been 
sought upon the union e.nd the gather
ings of the de.y, the Chairman in e. few 
words expressed his plea.sure e.t being 
present on so interesting an occasion, 
e.nd then oe.lled upon the pastor to 
speak. In e. brief address, which touched 
the hearts of many present, our brother 
gave e. brief aoooont of how he we.a 
oalled by gre.oe. Thie, together with e.n 
aoooont of hie oe.ll to the ministry, will 
be found in the May Number of the 
"Earthen Vessel" for 190i. 

Pastor E. White spoke well from 
1 Tim. i. 12, emphasizing the que.lifioe.
tion of fe.ithfolneee and speaking a.a to 
its need e.nd the temptation to swerve. 
He then directed our thoughts to the 
faot that e. me.n, if in hie right place, is 
pot there by God Himself, and after
wards referred to the work of the 
ministry. 

The esteemed Editor of the " Earthen 
Vessel," Mr. W. J. Styles, after bring
ing before the notice of the friends 
some interesting fe.ots oonoerning the 
looality e.nd the former pastors of the 
Church. <leliv.,1'erl an excellent aildre•• 

upon patient continue.nee in well doing 
-or persistence in good works. He 
noticed the side of the cross from which 
works should be contemplated, dwelt 
upon the necessity for patient con
tinue.nee, e.nd showed the secret of 
persistency in the grace which is in 
Christ. 

Pastor R. Motimer, in e. brief, stimo• 
le.ting address, referred to the past, con
ceming which he wa.e sore their pastor 
would ee.y, "Hitherto bath the Lord 
helped me." As to the _ _present, the 
promise was for him, "My grace is 
suffioient for thee": and, in regard to 
the future, he had the heart-cheering 
assurance,·• Lo, I a.m with alwa.y," 

The afternoon meeting was brought 
to a. close by· e. warm-hearted address 
by pastor J. Clark, based upon the 
Apostle'd words, "Brethren, pray for 
us," wherein he pointed out how the 
pastor should be upheld by the prayers 
of the people, A large number of 
friends partook of tea. 

'1'uc1 evening meeting, which com
menced promptly a.t 6.15, was presided 
over by our beloved brother, Mr. F. T. 
Newman. After he had read a. chapte! 
e.nd brother Rowe, of Eritb, he.d prayed, 
the Chairman ma.d.e a. few remarks by 
way of introdootion, e.nd then a.eked the 
pe.dtor to state the lead ings of God by 
whioh he had oome to Homerton. Our 
dear brother referred to the happy years 
of service amongst the friends e.t Bexley 
Heath, and the olessing of God realized 
there; how that after eleven yea.re 
le.boor be felt his work was done, e.nd 
henoe he resigned the oha.rge. The first 
time he preached a.t Homerton he 
experienced mooh liberty and holy joy, 
e.nd, although he knew not how the 
people he.d beard, his own feeling we.s 
that, if ever he was a.eked to do so, he 
could make his home there. This feel
ing deepened a.s eobeequent visits were 
pa.id. Ultimately, he received a.n in
vitation to pree.oh with e. view to the 
pastorate, whiob, after prayerful oon
sidere.tion, he a.coepted. This we.a 
followed by a. hearty and ona.nimooe in
vitation to the pastorate, which, regard
ing it a.s the oa.11 of God to Homerton, 
he e.lao a.ooepted. The ohuroh eeoreta.ry, 
Mr. H. Baker, then recounted the steps 
ta.ken whioh oolmine.ted in the invita
tion to the pastorate being sent. Pastor 
G. W. Thomas then joined the ho.ode of 
the pastor and brother Brett, e.nd 
implored the Divine blessing upon the 
union. 

Pastor Ja.mes E. Flegg (brother of the 
newly-chosen pastor) then addressed e. 
few words by we.y of oba.rge to the 
pastor. His remarks were based upon 
two pe.sse.ges of Scripture : " A me.n of 
God,"" A servant of Jesus Christ." After 
mentioning that it was somewhat unique 
that one nature.I brother should address 
another on so auspicious and im porte.nt 
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an ocoasion, and that he regarded 
it &B one of the grea.test,h,onours· he had· 
h&d, he went on to say he rejoioed that 
God had made their pastor a man. He 
knew wh&t he believed and was not 
ashamed to confess it. Not because of 
the instruction of a godly father, muoh 
as this was valued, but because he had 
for himself searched the Scriptures, he 
held thPse sentiments. Graoe bad made 
him a Gbristian 11,nd a minister. With 
referenoe to this latter, it was needful 
for him to remember that as the servant 
of Jesus Christ he had primarily to !leek 
to please, not men. but Christ, and then 
to please his neil!'hbour for his guild 
unto edification. That he mu~t ever be 
jealous of the honour of his Master. 
Tbnt -it was the Muter's message b.e 
had to deliver, and to Him alone was 
the true minister accountable. The 
speaker hoped their pastor might never 
be found fighting under any banner 
save that upon the one side of whioh 
was written, "The love of Christ con
straineth us," and on the other side, 
"For Chri9t and His Truth." 

Pastor G. W. Thomas, formerly 
teacher to their pastor, then addressed 
words of loving counsel to the Ohuroh. 
Judging from the tablets whioh were 
on the walls, he did not think the 
Church was given to ohanl!'e, He 
reminded them that the Church of- Jesus 
Christ was a brotherhood. They were 
one; their motto," One Lord, one'faith, 
one baptism." Let them stand by the 
old landmarks. They -were to have 
sympathy one with another and pray 
one for another. A greater degree of 
separation from the world was needed. 
To the Church there was but one Head. 
He appointed under-shepherds in the 
Churches, and they should do their 
best to support their pastor by their 
prayers and maintain him by their 
purses. 

Brief addresses were also _given by 
Brethren West, of Erith; Waller, of 
Shouldham-street ; and Sapey, of Soho. 
The attendanoe at the eervioes was 
good and the spirit of the meeting 
augured well for the future. May God 
abundantly bless pastor and people. 

J.E. F. 

STRICT BAPTIST MlSSION. 
INTERESTING MEETINGS IN NORFOLK 

AND SUFFOLK. 
ON Oct. 17th, a.t Orford Hill, Norwioh, 
a meotinl!' was held, presided over by 
the President of the Mission, pastor E. 
Mitchell. In hie opening remarks the 
Chairman referred with gratifioa.tion to 
the change which ha.d come over the 
Churches in rega.rd to mission work. 
Mr. Booth then delivered an excellent 
a.ddrese on the mission work in India. 
Pa.etor C. Dykes closed with a few words 
in appreoiation of the work which w~e 
being done in India.. 

On Oot. 18th, York-roa.d, Yarmouth 
wa.s visited. This meeting wa.s pTesided 
over by pastor C. T. Dykes; a ~ood· 
number of friends were present. Pra.yer 
was offered by pa.star J. Muskett, and 
the a.ddress given by Mr. Booth wa.s 
much enjoyed. The olaims of the 
Mission were enforoed in a speeoh by 
the pastor of the Chu,oh, J. Muskett. 

On Nov. Hth, at Providenoe Ohapel, 
Glemsford, the pastor, Mr. 0. H. 
Cudmore, presided. After a few words 
from the Cha.irma.n, Mr. Booth delivered 
a very instructive address; based upon 
Da.rkness, Dawn and Duty. Mr. Chisna.11 
paid an unexpected visit, which wa.s 
much a.ppreoiated. In a brief a.ddreee 
he outlined the fina.ncial position of the 
.Mission. • 

AYLESBURY RECOGNITION 
SERVICES. 

PASTOR-F. 8TADDON. 
INTERESTING services were held at the 
Aylesbury Baptist Chapel on Thureda.y, 
November 16th, in conneotion with the 
settlement of pastor G. F. Staddon. 
The two servioee held were both well at
tended and a. spirit of Christian unity 
prevailed throughout the da.y. It is 
now three years since pastor Witton 
resigned the pastorate of the Aylesbury 
Church, .and it was under the" supply" 
system that the newly-eleoted pastor 
gained favour with the people, whioh 
led to an invitation being extended to 
him. 

Pastor G. W, Thomae presided at the 
a.fternoon service on Thursday, being 
supported by pastors Evans, Flegg, and 
Staddon, and Mr. H. Cha.pma.n. After 
rea.din~ by pa.stor J. E. Fleg~, prayer 
wa.e offered by Mr. W. Gomm. 

The Chairman, in a. brief address, 
remarked that they were ga.thered to 
reoognise what God ha.d already 
ordained. The gift of epeeoh, ooupled 
with the grace of God, were the qualifi
oa.tione of a prea.oher. 

Pastor J.E. Flegg followed with a.n 
interesting aooount desoriptive of the 
na.ture of a Goepel Churoh. He ex
pla.ined tha.t the term "ohuroh" had 
become very ambiguous, but having 
regar,i to the New Testament teaohing, 
he defined a Gospel Churoh a.a a. body of 
believers united in fellowship in a 
divinely-a.ppointed order. They did not 
ola.im that the body of Striot Ba.ptiste 
oonetituted THl!I Churoh, but in their 
Christian oharity they oould say, 
'' Graoe be with all those who love our 
Lord Je•ue Obrist." They delighted in 
ha.ving Christian fellowship with trne 
believers in Christ wherever they might 
bo found. There eught not to be any 
isola.ted believers, but there should be 
identifioation with some body of be
lievers. They were fa.oe to fa.oe with 
various orders of ohuroh government, 
a.nd they should be able to give a rea.eon 
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for the hope that was in them, and also 
for their distinctive order, for which 
they m11St oome to the Word of God. 
Here they found it was oongregational 
in its order, Baptist in its oh&racter; 
and by that they meant that no one was 
admitted without first being baptized 
by immersion. Then they were close 
in their fellow~hip. Thie was one point 
on which they were thought to be 
narrow, but it was the practice ob
served by all believer~ in New Testa
ment times. The Church of Obrist was 
not legislative in her oharaoter, but her 
function was to execute the laws laid 
down in the Word of God. 

CALL BY GRACE, 

Dear Mr. Thomas, Ministers of Christ, 
and Christian Friends,-It is a very 
pleasing experience for me to relate 
unto you at this moment God's goodness 
and mercy unto me, and my thoughts 
find an expression at this time in the 
words, " Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, accord
ing to His abundant mercy, llath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of J esns Christ from 
the dead," 

From my childhood I have been asso
ciated with and surrounded by tho11,e 
things which are pure and Godlike, and 
cannot help assert_iug that only on very 
rare oooasions was I absent from Sab
bath school or the house of God, and 
many lessons and sermons heard then 
are with constant vividness coming 
baok to the mind. 

In the order of God's providence, I 
left home, and secured a berth at 
Horneey Rise, and there I determined 
to throw off what I termed "religions 
shackles," and for a period of three 
years I never entered God'd house. To
day I confess that this stands out as an 
awful blot upon my career, and I found, 
as many have so done, that the ungodly 
are only too eager to aid you in a life 
of wickedness and sin. 

However, a young man asked me to 
aooompany him to chapel and I went 
with him to Battereea P~k Tabernacle 
and heard a Mr. Stott. Oh, how my 
sinfulness oame up before me I It 
seemed as if the man knew all about 
my life. Arising from these oonvio
tions, I determined upon reformation. I 
amended my ways, bought religions 
periodicals, read my Bible, and wrote 
home in pious strains to my mother ; 
but I acknowledge to yon, as you will 
also agree with, that outward reforma
tion, apart from tb e regenerating power 
of the Holy Spirit and the operation of 
faith through the righteousness of J esns 
Ohrist, brings about the awful result 
that the last state of snoh a man is 
worse than the first. 

After three yea.re I found myself 
thrown upon the mercies of a oold 
world, through the bankrnptoy or my 

master, and for several months I went 
from one part of London to another, 
heartless and despondent, and to-day as 
I look back to this. period in my past, I 
can very truly testify "that God's band 
unseen, did convey me up to man'. 
hood." 
. At last I obtained employment at 
Islington, but,. owing to ill-health, had 
very soon to give it up, and went home 

,to my mother at Watrord. 
Arising from this visit, I was led to 

go to the Tabernacle, and it was in that 
sanctuary, under pastor Thomas's 
ministry, God was pleased to bless my 
soul. Tile text was taken from Ezek. 
x:xxvii., " Behold there were very many 
in the open valley, and lo, they were 
very dry. And He said unto me, Son of 
man, can these bones live 7 and I 
answered, 0 Lord God, Thon know
est." 

Aooording to His stupendous merey, 
I saw myself helpless and wretched. 
By His grace He revealed J osns, "the 
Life," and by His Spirit the union was 
made manifest to me which had stood 
from before the foundation of the 
world. 

I very plainly recognised my privi
lege and duty to follow my Master and 
to faithfully obey His sacred law ; and 
on le,st Lord's-day in Ma.rob, 1897, was 
publicly baptized by pastor. Thomas 
and received into Church fellowship on 
April 4th, 1897. 

CALL TO MINISTRY. 

My Sabbath-school teacher wrote me 
when I was an in-patient at West
minster Hospital and told me of her 
deep impressions that God would pre
sently raise me up to be a faithful 
minister of J esns Christ. But at that 
time I lightly put suoh a thought aside ; 
but " what bath God wrought I " Row 
her prayers have been answered I All 
praise be to God. 

At Watford Tabemaole I found a 
good Bible-class existing, and ulti
mately, arising from that class, a Young 
People's Society was formed, and from 
the very first meeting it was very 
forcibly laid upon my heart to speak a 
word in the name of the Master. My 
pastor very q niokly detected the gift 
God had put upon me, and spoke to me 
privately upon the matter. I felt 
abashed at suoh a thing. Oh, how I 
trembled to consider my Jlastor's words! 
However, it was of the Lord. My love 
went out to poor sinners. The people 
of His love encouraged me. Trial ser
o;ons were prll&ohed, and I was heartily 
recommended to go forward. Doors 
commenced to open at Berkbampstead 
Common, West End (Tring), King's 
Langley, Rusbden, Peokhe,m1 and Ayles
bury : and e,e God has helpea me, I have 
continued to this day preaching the 
everlasting Gospel of the grace of God. 
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1.EADINGS TO AYLESBURY. 

It was very peculiar how I was 
brought to supply the good people at 
Walton-street. A sister, who is with us 
to-day, wrote to Mr. Chapman's daughter 
and gave a short account of my work 
amongst the neighbouring Churches. 
Ultimately I heard fr )m brother Chap
man, a date was fired, and I have 
inJreased in my snpplying the pulpit. 
nntil the hearty invitation of the 
Church was given and received in July 
last. 

Perhaps it may appear to be very 
extraordinary to you what I am about 
to relate, but such are the marked and 
wonderful ways of our God, viz. :
Before I ever received any letter, or 
had a.ny knowledge of the mem
bers of the Church at Aylesbury, 
I was given the Divine testimony 
that at Aylesbury my la.hours were to 
abonnd, and this revela.tion wa.s a.ga.in 
given in my first visit to tba.t town. In 
this pulpit I have realised the ha.nd of 
the Lord upon me for good, liberty ha.a 
been truly experienced, so1i!s ha.ve been 
blest, a.nd the sa.ints uplifted ; a.nd ma.y 
this be but the sign-" the olond as a. 
man's ha.nd "-to be closely followed 
with showers of spiritua.l and fina.ncial 
blessing. 

Mr. Henry Cha.pma.n, as senior 
dea.con, in an interesting sta.tement 
detailed the steps which led up to Mr. 
Sta.ddon being invited to the· pa.s
torate. 

The members of the Church, ha.ving 
signified their appreciation of these 
sta.tements by risin!!', pa.star Thoma.a 
joined the ha.nds of the pastor and 
senior dea.oon, a.nd solemnly prononnced 
the union complete. 

An impressive ordina.tion pra.yer 
ha.ving been offered by pa.star Flegg, 
the service cloded with the hymn, 

"Blest be the tie the.t binds 
Our hearts in Christia.n love." 

Tea. wa.s snbsequently served in the 
schoolroom, and in the evening a.nether 
enooura.ging meeting was held under 
the presidency of pa.star W. H. Eva.nil. 

The Cha.irma.n, in a. brief a.ddress, 
enuncia.ted the need of a. firm a.dherence 
to Baptist principles, a.nd, a.s the oldest 
minister of the Strict Ba.ptist Churches 
in Bucks, gave p11ostor Sta.ddon a. cordia.l 
welcome to the county. He a.lea spoke 
of the dnty ,jevolving npon the people 
of God in respect to their pa.star. 

Pa.star Thomas, in delivering the 
cha.rge to the pastor, said be believa:l if 
God should spa.re him, the longer be 
lived with tha.t people the more they 
would lea.rn to love him. He would ask 
him never to foriret to preach the power 
of the Holy Spirit, for the tendency of 
the present day was to nullify that 
power. He a.lso charged him not to 
neglect the preaching of the blood of 
Christ as the only acceptable Sa.orifice, 

and a.t all times to emphasize the unity 
of the Trinity. He had the text-book 
of the Christian Church in the Word of 
God, and it was for him to declare the 
w~ole counsel of God. Proceeding, be 
pomted out some of the duties devolv
ing on a pastor, giving some good 
advice as to how they were to be 
ca._rried out. He then gave a charge to 
the Church and congregation, pointing 
out that Church fellowship was some
thing more than a.ttending the house of 
God once a week, and if they wanted to 
encourage their pastor, let them make 
an effort to be present at the services as 
often as possible. Let them always 
ad~ere to the principles. in ·which they 
believed, and seek to continue in the 
unity of_ the Spirit. He ga.ve some 
neeful hmts as to the responsibilities 
resting on members, urging those 
present to ca.rry them out as in the 
si!!'ht of God. Before concluding, pa.star 
Thoma.s presented pastor Sta.ddon with 
'' The Trea.sury of David" (C. H; Spur
geon), a.nd Mrs. Sta.ddon with an eider
down quilt from the Church and 
congregation at Watford Ta.bernacle. 

Pa.star Sta.ddon suitably acknow
ledged the gifts. 

Addresses of welcome were after
wards given by Messrs. W. A. Chap
ma.n, A. Dearing (Bierton), and Pickett 
( Watford), a most helpful series of 
services ha.ving been experienced. 

SPA ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 
THE sixty - first a.nniverea.ry of the 
Chnroh wa.s oommemorated on Lord's• 
day, October 29th, when the pa.ator (A. 
Steele) preached in the mornin1r, and 
pa.star J. R. Debnam, of N unhea.d Green, 
in the evening. 

On the following Tuesday a. public 
meeting was held, presided over by 
H. Cooper, Esq. Brother Blackma.n, of 
Lynton-road, engaged in prayer. After 
the pastor had referred to the features 
of the past year's work, the Ohairman 
ga.ve a. good sta.rt to the meeting with a 
bright and 11ncouraging address based 
on the words, ·u The Lord bath been 
mindful of us; He will bless us." Very 
helpful addresses followed from the 
brethren T. L. Sapey (Deut. XJ:viii. 12), 
J. House (2 Cbron. xii. 8), E. White 
(Luke vii.), a.nd J. Hall (2 Cor. xii. 9}, 
'fhe meeting lacked none of the heart1-
ness that has usually characterized 
these ga.therings at "Spa Road." The 
time went all too quickly, and with a 
word or two of acknowledgment of the 
kind services rendered to toe Canse by 
the Chairman, speakers, and triends 
from tbe pastor, the Cha.irman closed 
the meeting with prayer. The services 
were enlivened with epecia.l singing by 
a number of the young people tra.ined 
by the organist, Mr. Gee. The collections 
(t:lunday and Tuesda.y) amounted to 
£9 5a. 3d. 
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KEPPEL STREEr MEMORIA.L 
CHA.PEL, BA.S8ETT STREET, KEN-

TISH TOWN. 
THE 111th anniversary of this Cause 
was oelebra.ted on Sun,ia.y and Tuesday, 
October 15th and 17th, when we were 
favoured with very good congregations. 
Oar dear pastor, Ja.mes Easter, preached 
two excellent sermons on the Sunday, 
whioh proved to be real seasons of 
refreshing from oar Lord. 

On the following Tuesday pastor H. 
T. Chilvers (of Ipswich) occupied the 
pal pit in the afternoon. and was greatly 
helped to expound Ezek. xlvii. 1-5; 
after which a large number of friends 
sat down to a well-prepared tea. The 
evening meeting was ably presided over 
by Mr. F. J. Moale, when the chapel 
was again filled. After some kindly 
words and good wishes from the Chair
man, very encouraging and inspiring 
addresses were delivered by pastor~ 
R. E. Sears, F. Fells, T. L. Sapey, H. 
T. Chilvers, H. J. Galley, and oar pastor, 
which were mnoh appreciated by all 
present. 

The collections, which were for the 
Canae, were good. 

After votes of thanks to the Chair
man, ministerial brethren, &o., these 
bright and happy gatherings were 
brought to a close by singing " God be 
with yon till we meet again," and 
prayer by the Chairman. 

'' A LOVER OF ZION." 

suitable to the occasion were made by 
pastors R. E. Sears and T. L. Sapey, and 
at the olosing meeting on Friday, the 
Vice-President as Chairman, when 
pastors J. Parnell and T. Jones addressed 
the meeting. Now let as look for the 
answer. J. E. F. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM). -Tbe 22nd 
anniversary of the opening was com
memorated on Lord's-day, October 29th, 
when sermons were preached by the 
pastor (F. C. Holden) ; and on the 
following Thnr~day, November 2nd, 
brother 0. S. Dolbey delivered a 
thorough Gospel discourse in the after
noon, from Rom. i. 16, to an apprecia
tive audience. Brother A. Boulden 
kindly and profitably presided over the 
evening meeting ; and brethren Corn
well, Clark, Rundle, Waite, and Dolbey 
gave edifying, heart-cheering addresses. 
Friends were )Jre~ent from far and near 
to encourage as, and. best of all, tbe 
Lord Himself was in the midst. Collec
tions and dona.tions amounted to about 
£16.-" EBENEZER." 

AUSTRALIA. 
IN the Sydney 1llorning Herald of 
October 14th, we read that " the forty
fourth anniversary of the Partionlar 
Baptist Church, Castlereagh-street, was 
celebrated on Wednesday evening, Oct. 
11th, by a tea and public meeting, at 
whioh the pastor, Mr. I'. Beedel, pre
sided, being supported by the Rev. J. G. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF Southby, Mr. J. Spurway (RydeJ, and 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCH.ES. Mr. G. Hollier (Smithfiela). The reports 

for the year• were very satisfactory. 
Interesting addresses were given, ea.oh WEEK OF PRAYER, 

Pro.yer is the soul"s sincere desir~, epeaker making sympathetic referenoe 
Uttered or unexpressed. to the pastor's bereavement in the lose 
Prayer wo.s o.ppointed to convey of his wife. At the close the secretary, 
The bleBRings God designs to give. on behalf of the congregation, presented 

"Aek and ye sho.11 receive." the ohairman with £ 13-the amount of 
BELIEVING in the need and efficacy of the oolleotion and proceeds of the tea.
prayer, it was arranged to hold a week ae a practical token of their sympathy." 
of prayer at Chadwell-street from Nov. We learn from a private letter that 
6th to 10th. At the meetings the various the Oh arches around Melbourne and 
Churches were well represented and Sydney are eagerly antioipatin!f the 
hearty, earnest prayers were offered by annual visit of our brother, Jamee 
many brethren for the revival of the Mote, Eaq., who started somewhat 
work in the Churohee. earlier thie year. Not only are oar 

On Monday the President or the friend's abilities ae a preacher highly 
Aeeooiation oooapied the chair and appreciated, bat hie society is valued as 
brief addree~ee were l{iven by pastors A. a oouneellor and friend newly come 
Steele, on 2 Oor. xiii. 5, and W. F. from'' the dear old mother-oountry." 
Waller, on Matt. xviii. 18. The gather- We are informed by our friend F. 
ing on Tuesday was presided over lly Beedel, that a larire box of some two 
the Vioe-Preeident, pastor G. W. hundred standard books, sent carriage 
Thomae, and addressee were given by paid from London, by a member of one 
pastors Matimer, on "Call upon Me in of our Churches in May la.et, has duly 
the day of trouble, I will deliver thee arrivedJ and proves very aooeptable to 
and thou ehalt glorify Me," and J. E. himeelI and other preachers. llood 
Flegg on" I believeOod." The Seoretary modern works ot Biblical exposition, 
or the Association took charge of the oriental geography, eto., eto., are prized, 
meetin~ on Wednesday, when addresses bat sets or Niohole'e Puritans, the 
were given by pastors Mitchell, White writings of Ambrose Searle, Hunting
and Galley. _On Thureda;v the President to11;, Philpot, and ':)ther full and savoury 
again occupied the chair and remarks I writers are also ID great request. The 
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poems of Cowper, Young, Milton, and 
Barbar& Ma.oAndrew's '' Ezekiel" met 
with gre&t f&vour, &s did Ann& Warner's 
" What aileth thee 1" and Mrs. Bailey's 
wonderful" Protoplast." 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE services in the Chapels of -the 
Camberwell and • HortM!ey Rise Homes 
are open to the public. They are held 
on Lord's-day afternoon and S&turd&y 
evening ; on Tuesday evening at 
Hornsey lti~e and on Wednesday even
ing at Camberwell. The Saturday even
ing prayer-meetings commence at 6.30 
and at these espeoia.lly the &ttendance 
of friends is welcomed. The presenoe 
of Christian helpers cheers the aged in
mates aud is a support to the friends 
who conduct the meetings. .. 

The Society's lll~strated Lecture has 
been given in various pl&ce! during the 
month and farther bookings will gladly 
be made. It is especially adapted for 
schools, and is an excellent way of in
teresting young people in the Institu
tion. Their aid will he most nsefnl in 
connection with the Centen&ry ; a 
medal commemorating this event will 
be given to every child collecting Ten 
Shillings and npw&rds. .. • Extracts from two letters from 
pensioners will prove interesting :-

(a) .-,I. E. writes:-" My little 
school, by which in the past I ha.ve 
striven to earn a living, is now reduced 
to one pupil, for whom I received 3d. a 
week ; and were it not for the help from 
your Society I do not know what I 
should do.'' 

(b).-E. S. says:-" I could never 
express my feelings npon receiving the 
pension from yon this morning ; I do 
feel more than thankful for such a 
provieion in my great need. I ha.ve now 
only five little pupils, and am very low 
in my bes.Ith from poor living; I indeed 
rejoice in having been accepted ·as a 
pensioner of such a charity." .. . 

The permanent increase of the Free 
Inoome of the Society-that is, con
tributions which are not charged with 
nominees-is engaging the earnest 
attention of the Committee. They ask 
the kind a.ssistance of a.ll, in order tha.t 
progress in this matter ma.y continue, 
and the operations of the Society be 
sustained and extended. . . . 

Will our readers eaob endeavour to 
obtain one or two New Annual Sub
scribers during the next few months 1 
Subsoriptione of seven shillings and 
fourteen shillings are espeoia.lly asked 
for, as they directly benefit the Free 
Income, and entitle the oontribntors to 
one or two votes respectively. 

MB. CHRISTOPHER GYLES. 
We bear with sorrow of the dea.th of 

Mr. Christopher Gyles. Our friend was 
originally a member of (old) Spenoer
plaoe Chapel, under Mr. Peaoook's 
pa.storate, whioh he left for Providence 
C}Ja-pel0 Islington-green, in 1862. It was 
our privilege to have him as our 
oollea.gue in the Sanday-school for six 
years, and, "take him for all in a.II," 
he was the best superintendent we ever 
knew. We of oonrse saw mnoh of him 
and esteemed him highly for hi~ 
a.ffeotiona.te cha.raoter and his domestic 
virtues, as well as for his devotion to 
the work of the Lord. He received his 
oall home early in November, and 
though his active service had ceased 
through declining years, he leaves ~ 
memory respected by all tha.t knew 
him. A widow and some children 
survive him, but, to add to the pathos 
of his de&th, his daughter PhOlbe (Mrs. 
Stanshall) was taken awa.y from her 
husband and two boys a week only 
after her father's decease. 

HENBY WM. HALL, 
of Glas_shouse-street, .W., and Lewisham. 
Many who remember our Churches 
twenty or more years ago will recall 
tha.t this esteemed brother was one of 
the founders of the Ca.use at College
park Chapel, a devoted deacon to the 
Church, and for long its efficient 
preoentor and praise-leader. It happened 
that we had much todo with him in his 
official ca.pacity during the long Illness 
of his pa.star, W. Hazelton, in 1890, and 
oan testify to his spirituality of 
oharacter. His history was long a.nd 
varied. Originally a devout hea.rer of 
the la.to Rev. T. W.Gittens, the minister 
of Ebenezer Chapel, Camden Town, he 
was Rubsequently removed by Provi
denoe to thesonth-e&st of London. Hero 
he became a. member of the Church at 
Dacre-p&rk Chapel, under J. Cracknell 

·and B. B. Wale; and was finally led to 
Oollege-park, where he spent many 
years of useful and happy service. On 
giving up business, fifteen years since1 
he made his home at He.stings, ana 
afterwards, since Mrs. Hall's death in 
1901, at Ee.stboume, making many 
a.tta.ched friends at both pla.ces. 
'' Stone "-a most painful inalady, 
endured by him with exempla.ry 
patience and resignation-we.a the 
immediate cause of his death, which 
occurred on Nov. l::lth. His al{e was 78 . 
He we.s interred e.t Lewisham Cemetery, 
Revs. A. J. Baxter and - Tobit attend
ing as ininisters of the two last con
gregations with whom he had assembled. 
Thus, "devout inen carried this" dear 
brother to his funeral, to be long 
remembered by those who knew his true 
worth. 
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CIQCULAQ LETTEQ. 

The Ministers and Messengers of the Suffolk aud Norfolk Association 
of Particular Baptist Churches, assembled at Somersham, on May 

31st artd June 1st, 1905, .~end greeting to the Associated Churches. 

" What think ye of Christ? Whose Son is He? "-Matt. n:ii. 42. 

DEA.R BRETHREN, 

Certainly, here we are confronted with the most vital and important 
question in the Word of God ; and certainly, without the assistance 
and teaching of the Holy Ghost, no man can an3wer it. Many have 
tried to answer it without Holy Ghost power and teaching, but they 
have soon got beyond their depth, and have miserably failed. 
"Spiritual things" can only be spiritually discerned, and Christ, 
though a Man, yet in His relationship to God and His position in 
the Godhead, is certainly the greatest known spiritual subject. We 
hear sometimes of" deep" preachers. Have we ever heard one who 
had digged so deep int.o the unfathomable mine of Holy Scripture as 
to be able, fully and satisfactorily, to explain what Paul called "the 
great mystery of godliness-God manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory " ? We sing-

" Till God in human flesh I see 
My thoughts no comfort find; 

The holy, great, and sacred Three 
Are terrors to my mind." 

This is true. We must know Christ as a man, a suffering, bleading, 
dying man ; even, too, as a s11,crificial victim, whose "soul is made an 
offering for sin," before we can be saved. But it is just as vit11,lly 
nec~esary to the salvation of the soul to know Him as God, for, without 
His Divinity, His atonement is meaningless. It is of very little use 
t'> know that Christ's shed blood can " cleanse us from all sin" unless 
we know, also, that He has power to put away sin, not only from the 
sinner, as we generally understand it, but also from before His face, 
away from Hie sight, out of His mind. Newton, undoubtedly, fully 
realised the solemn importance of this question when he wrote : 
"What think ye of Christ? is the test t'.l try bJth your state and your 
scheme," &c. (Hymn 36, Steven's selection). 

So, therefore, as it is so vitally necessary to silvation to know 
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Christ as God, we humbly seek the aEsistance and instruction of the 
Holy Spirit, that we may answer this question in absolute egreement 
wit_h the 'Y ord of ~od-for Christ_ ~aid, "The Scriptures are they 
which testify of Him"- and also Ill that way that ~hall bring the 
greatest glory to our God and be for the greatest benefit to His 
Church upon earth. 

We will come at once to our subject, which is "To PROVE 
CHRIST'S DIVINITY AND SONSHIP FROM THE WORD OF GoD," and in 
doing this our only question can be, " What does God say ? " " To 
the law and to the testimony " then, "for if they speak not accord
ing to this Word it is because there is no light in them." 

We recognise that, in making our assertions from the Word of God 
in proof of the Divine Sonship of JesuP, we shall have to meet many 
objections to the Word itself; we shall be antagonistic lo the public 
and popular opinion ; we shall be counted "old-fashioned," "bt>hind 
the time~,•• and, perhaps, a bit foolish, to go for our proofs to a Bcok 
which, we are told, is contrary to reason and common-sense, and which 
the wisdom of rren to-day has long since left behind. Bre1hren, 
the most serious thing with which \l"e have lo contend in this day in 
the assertion of doctrine!! which we truly believe and hold dear-doc
trines, too, of the Word of God-is the growing discredit of so mrny 
of its plain statements; and this not by Socinians or Unitarians alone, 
but by Christian and Nonconformi~t preachers-good men, we are sure, 
but men who have been caught in the meshes of the " Higher 
Criticism." We feel that we want to be so filled with the powu of 
the Holy Ghost that we shall my, "Thus saith the Lord," "whethel' 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear," and then to stand firmly 
by what God has said. We know the Word of God needs no defence 
of ours. It has stood firm amid the fiercest attacks of its enemie1> 
during many centuries ; it will still stand. 

Therefore, let us cling to it more tenaciously than ever. The day 
will con::e, we are confident, when God's Word will assert itself to the 
utmost confasion of its enemifS. Also, as we firmly believe and pray 
for, this awful tide of unbel:ef will turn, and men will come back 
again to the precious Book which their fathers and mothers loved 
and lived and died upon-to the rernlation of God's salvation there, as 
being, after all, the only remedy for the sin and misery of the world-to 
the Son of God as the Saviour of sinners, "the Mighty One" upon whom 
" help leas been la.id," who did not come down to earth to show men 
that it was possible for them, by their own efforts, to climb up to God, 
but who came to lift men out of the ruin of the fall and out of the 
" horrible pit" in whioh they lay, up into hope, peace, joy, and eternal 
life. So, again, I repeat, we must cling to the Word of God, and 
upon that Word base our assertions as to the Divine Sonship of Jesas 
Christ. 

We think of the words of the Evangelist John as he is bringing 
his wonderful story of the life of Jesus upon earth to a close. He 
says, "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His 
disciples, which are not written in this book: but these a.re written 
that ye might believe that J esas is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
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believing ye might have life through His name." Was John just 
asserting that he believed in the Divine S:mehip of Jesus himself, and 
that he wished others to believe in it also ; therefore he had collected 
an account of His sayings and works, that they might be helpful to 
others in this respect 1 No I but he was writing as "he waa inspired 
by the Holy Ghost," and the things he had collecte:i and preserved 
were intended by the Holy Ghost to be convincing and everlasting 
proofs of the Divinity of Christ. It is significant that he writes these 
words just after a very striking incident bearing upon this sub
ject. Thomas, one of the disciplea, had evidently had his fai;h in 
Obrist almost shattered at His crucifixion and death. He, apparently, 
had given up all hopes of ever seeing Christ again in the flesh ; so he 
informs the other disciples, when told by them that Jesus had risen 
again, " Except I shall see in His hands the. print of the mils, and 
put my finger into the print of the nails and thrust my hand into His 
~ide, 1 will not believe." After eight days Jesus appears lo His dis
ciples again, and Thomas is with them. Jesus at once invites him to 
do this, when Tbomas immediately exclaims, "My Lord, and My 
God." What greater confession of the Divinity of Chris, could b~ 
made? and I think we may read John's succeeding words, just quoted, 
something like this : "And many other signs truly did J es□s in the 
presence of His disciples," which were proofs of His Divinity, "which 
fil'd no~ written in this book, but these ere written that ye might 
belie,e," &c. 

Though the Jews, especially their religious leaders, called Christ's 
-0laim to filial relationship and oneness with God blasphemy, yet He 
did not hesitate lo assert that He was the Son of God and that He 
was equal with God. We must pass by euch frivolous objections as 
these, "That the Evangelists misinterpreted Christ's words, or tbat His 
disciple~ misunderstoed them, or that they claimed more for Christ 
than He claimed for Himself, or were anxious to make more of Him 
than He made of Himself " ; for Jesus said, •· That all men should 
honour the Son, even e.11 they honour the F11ther. He t~at honoureth 
not the Son honoureth not the Fathet· which bath sent Him." The 
fact remains, He had come to proclaim Himself the Son of God as 
well as the S.:m of Man. In John's Gospel, Jesus is specially presented 
to us as the Son of God. We do not suggest that in the other three 
Gospels there is little or no evidence of the Divinity of Jesus; in 
fu.ct, it is there preientel in a very forcible and convinciDg way, viz., 
the Son of Mao, by His poweriul words and works, proving Himself 
the Son of God. But in John's Gospel, Cbris~ is specially revealed a~ 
the Son of God. We hear Him emphatically es,ertiug that He is, and 
accepting many coufe@sions of His Di,inity from othera. .Just to 
take a brief sarvey of the Goepel in this re8pect. II; seems to us that 
to disprove Hie Divinity that huge ma~s of evidence which is con
tained even in the first c'1apter ha, to be proved false. ,John speaks 
-of Chri,t as the Word, as the medium of God's communica·,ions with 
-the world, and eipecially as the revelation of Himself to the worl':1. 
He asserts His Divinity in the first veree. Bishop Ryle s!t.yo: "This 
first verse alone is au ananswerable argument against three classes of 
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heretics. It confutes : ( 1) the Arians, who regard Christ as a Being in
ferior to God ; (2) the Sabellians, who deny any distinction of persons 
in the T1inity, and say that God sometimes manifested Himself as 
Father, sometimes as Son, and sometimes es the Spirit, and that the 
Father and Spirit suffered on the Crofs; (3) the Sooinians and Uni
tarians, who my that Jesus Christ was not God but Man-a most holy 
and perfect Man, but only Man. John the Baptist sums up the whole 
of bis testimony concerning Jesus in these worde, "And I saw, and 
bare record that this is the Son of God." The chapter concludes 
with Nathanael's spontaneous, yet bold, confession, "Rabbi, Thou 
art the Son of God." We can scarcely turn to any chapter in this. 
Gospel without being confronted by these proofs of His Divinity. 
Time and Epace both forbid us making even an analysis of them all 
for this purpose, but the1 e are one or two chapters which can not 
be passed over, the subject being so plainly asserted and proved in 
them. 

Let us fiist turn to chap. 5, which opens with an account of the 
miracle at the Pool of Bethesda. Jesus declared that Divine power 
had accomplished this miracle, and that this Divine power proves 
Him to be the Son of God, and that" He worked with and like His 
Father." This is where the Jews accused Him of blasphemy. He 
bad not only broken the Sabbath, " but said also that God was His 
Father, making Himself equal with God." This shows that His 
enemies plainly understood what He meant. Jesus, howe,er, goes on 
to say that all things now, and at the final judgment, are committed 
to the Son for this purpose, "That all men should honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father," and everyone who do not thus 
honour the Son, whatever may be his own thoughts or views con· 
cerning the matter, does not honour the Father. His authority for 
all this was that God had sent Him. '' The hour," also, "is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God and 
shall live," and, "For as the Father bath life in Himself," and by the 
power and influence of that life to either quicken those dead in sin, 
or even in their earthly graves, '' So hath He gi~en to the Son to 
have life in Himself " that He also should do this, and, moreover, 
bad also "given to Him authority to execuLe judgment." In vers. 30 
to 38 Jeans returns to His declaration of the entire agreement between 
thP- Father and the Son, and again declared Himeelf the Son of God. 
John had borne witness of Him; " Bnt," He says, "I ha,e gre11ter 
witness than that of John, for the works which the Father bath 
given Me to finish, the same works that I do bear witness <lf Me, that 
the Father bath sent Me. And the Father Himself which bath sent 
Me heth borne witness of Me." References lead us to believe that Jesus 
referred to the occasions on which the voice of the Father was audibly 
heard proclaiming that Christ was His beloved Son, as at His bapti~im 
and Hie transfiguration. Christ finishes this grand declaration of Him
self by exhorting them to search the Scriptures for proofs of wha,t He 
had said. They searched them, because in them they thou~ht they h~d 
eternal life ; if they searched them for proofs of His Divine Sonsh1p. 
they would find thet in this respect" they testified of Him." 
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In chapter x. Christ claims Divinity in most striking words : " I 
and My Father are ooe." Thie is the occasion when the J ewe made 
their strongest accusation of blasphemy, and" took np stones again to 
stone Him." "It is evident," says a writer upon this verse, "from 
the conduct of the Jews, that in such assertions as these Jesus 
claimed absolute Divinity. In scarcely any other case did they seek 
to lay violent hands upon Him. When He exposed their sins, they 
restrained their rage and waited for their revenge. But at such 
assertions as these their pent-up wrath burst forth, in indignation at 
His presumption, or in violent action. Now, if His assertions had 
been misunderstood, Jesus would have explained them aw11.y; but 
instead of that He accepts the interpretation of His words, and pro
ceeds to argue from it ; and, further, it was for standing by this 
interpretation that, humanly apes.king, He died." We are very anxious 
that the Word of God alone should be allowed to speak upon this 
great subject, and we think that a consideration of this supreme 
claim of the Master's, in the light of the rest of the Word of God, 
will satisfactorily establish that claim, and not only so, but will also 
establish us io our belief in Him, who Himself is the sum aod sub
i;tance of Divine Revelation. Jesus said, "I and My Father are one." 
It is true, because in the Word of God we find :-

1. - That Christ bears the names of God, and is addressed and 
described by those names. (1) He is called God (Isa. ix. 6 ; Matt. 
i. 23 ; Heb. i. 8 ; 1 John v. 20), "This is the true God and eternal 
Life." We have read of two gentlemen who were disputing on the 
Divinity of Christ. One of them, who argued against it, said : "If 
it were true it certainly would have been e~pressed in more clP-ar and 
unequivocal term~." "Well," said the other "admitting that you 
believe it, were authorised to teach it, and allowed to use your own 
language, how would you express the doctrine to make it clear and 
indubitable?" "I would say," replied the first," that Jesus Christ is 
the true God." "Ycu are happy," r~joined the other," in the choice 
of your words, for you have happened to hit upon the very words of 
inspiration. John, speaking of Jesus, says, 'This is the true God 
and eternal Life.' " This is just the simple and yet forcible truth. 
How many things there are which some say they want expressed more 
pie.inly before they can believe them, and their very statement 
suggests that they have not searched the Word of God, for if they 
had they would find that, like the Divinity of Christ, it could not 
possibly be expressed more plainly than it is. (2) Christ is called by the 
name of Jehovah-that wonderful name which speaks to us of eternal, 
independent, immutable existence (Isa. vi. 5, with John xii. 41). 
[n J er. xxiii. 5, 6, we find a very striking testimony to the Divinity or 
Godhead of Christ, in this particular name, from the way in which an 
important part of His work is described, viz., that of making 
Righteousness, or becoming Righteousness for His people. "The 
Lord our Righteousness," margin - "Jehovah-tsidkenu "; also 
Isa. xl. 3, Matt. iii. 3. 

II. - Christ also posse~ses the Divine perfections. 1. Eternal 
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existence (Isa. ix. 6, xliv. 6 ; with Rev. i. 11; Micah v. 2). This is 
an important point in this subject, and while we are considering it, it 
will be well for us to show that not only is He everlastingly God, but 
also that He is the eternal Son of God, and that He existed as such 
before, or previous to, His Incarnation, aud because this, too, is a great 
proof of His Divinity. We will take the generally-accepted evidence 
of Ps8. ii. 7. Undoubtedly, here, it is Christ who is speaking, and 
declaring a Divine decree concerning Himself. These are wonderful 
words, "This day have I begotten Thee." Upon the term" begotten," 
let us, as an old writer advises, " maintain a discreet and holy 
silence," for who can understand such a deep and solemn mystery ? 
Let us be satisfied with this: it emph11tically proclaims the eternal 
Sonship of Christ. Also Psa. lxxxix. 27. This could not be spoken 
literally of David (see verse 29). The throne of David has long 
since disappeared, but the throne of Jesus still stands, and shall 
stand. So here Christ is again spoken of as God's first-born, and 
consequently we must understand that He is God's Son before His 
Incarnation and revelation to toe world as such. John very plainly 
says that "The Word was with God," as well as "The Word wes 
God," and again, "The same was in the beginning with God." 
Jesus said to the Jews," Before Abraham wa:i I am," not I existed in 
another form, or as another person, but " I am "; " the same yesterday, 
to-day and for ever." Again, He says to His dieciples, " I came forth 
from the Father, and am come into the world ; age.in I leave the 
world, and go to the Father." The teaching of the Apostle to the 
Hebrews agrees ~ith this, as he quotes from Psalm xl. 7. The Apostle 
Paul teaches the eternal Sonship of Jesus in no uncertain way in 
Col. i. 13-17. Also the writer to the Hebrews is very emphatic 
npon this point. The Son existed in eternity with tbe Father 
(Heb. i. 2), so eternal existence not only refers to His Godhead, but to 
His Sonship, and therefore the importance and value of God's gift to 
the world to be the salvation of fallen men is doubly enhanced 
(.John iii. 16). 2. Omnipresence is one of His Divine perfections 
(Matt. xviii. 20, xxviii. 20) 3. Also Omniscience (John ii. 24, 25, 
xxi. 17). 4. Omnipotence (Isa. ix. 6, with Rev. i. 8; Phil. iii. 
20, 21). 5. Immutability (Heh. i. 10-12, xiii. 8). 6. In fact, 
He poseesses every attribute of the Father (John xvi. 15 ; Col. ii. 9). 

111.-Christ also performs Divine and mighty works. 1. Creation 
(John i. x.; Col. i. 16). 2. He providentially_ gove~ns the wo~ld 
(Matt. xxviii. 18 ; Luke x. 22). 3. He forgives sms (Matt. 1x 
2, 6; also Col. iii. 13). 4. Resurrection and Final Universal Judg
ment (John v. 22, xi. 25 ; Matt. xxv. 31, 32). 

IV.-Christ is also worshipped as God. Unbelievers hav~ argued 
that in rendering worship to Uhrist as God we give to Him mort· 
than He ever demanded. But in one striking inst1rnce, while He was 
upon earth, He did not refuse worship offered to Him even_ then. ~e 
refer to His opP.ning of the eyes of the blind man, recorded m John ~x., 
who, for his bold confession of the goodne3s and power of Christ, 
was cast out of the synagogue by the Jews. "Jesus heard that they 
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had cast him out, and when He had found him, He said unto him, 
Dost thou believe on the Son of God ? He answered and said, Who 
is He, Lord, that I might believe on Him ? And Jesus said unto 
him, Thou hast both seen Him, and it is He that talketh with thee. 
And he said, Lord, I believe, and he worshipped Him." 1. New 
Testament saints did not hesitate to worship Him (Act9 ix. 14, 21). 
2. He was worshipped by inspired men : His disciples (Lake xxiv. 52; 
John; Rev. i. 5, 6). 3. By angels (Heb. i. 6; Rev. v. 11, 12). 4. He 
shall be worshipped by every creature (Phil. ii. 9-11, with Rev. v. 13). 

V.-Christ claims to be equal with God (John x. 30, xiv. 9, xvi. 15 ). 
"This claim," says an old writer, " we most acknowledge, or accept 
the terrible alternative, that He was destitute of the human excel
lencies of humility and truthfulness." 

VI.-The name of Christ is connected with that of the Father. 
1. In the promises He made (John xiv. 21, 23). 2. In the greetings 
of the Apostles to those to whom they wrote (Gal. i. 1 ; Titus i. 6). 
3. In the benedictions they besought (1 Tim. i. 2 ; Gal. xiii. 14). 
4. Aleo in the worship of heaven (Rev. vii. 10). 

So, brethren, we have tried to show, from the Word of God, that 
Christ's claim to absolute Divinity, and to be "One with His Father," 
is fully e~tablished. Obrist is the Son of God, a real and distinct 
Person in the sacred Trinity, but yet He is also really and truly God 
Himself. And what can we more say concerning this ? Nearly the 
whole of the Word of God can be quoted in proof, for it all bears 
upon the same subject, the love of God the Father manifested to sinful 
men in the gift of "His only begotten Son." We know that to 
Rimply gather together all the statements of the Scripture is not enough 
of itself to convince any man of this great and vital truth unless the 
Holy Spirit takes of these things and reveals them unto him, for-

" No man can truly say 
That Jesus is the Lord, 

Until He takes the veil a.way 
And speaks the living word." 

There is one question more: What connection is there between 
Christ's death and His Divinity? "None whatever," says the 
Socinian, " His death proves Him to be only a man." Does it ? 
We will see. The Apostle John is certainly the greatest exponent of 
Christ's Divinity, and also a great exponent of His Atonement, and 
he makes the two fit exactly, whicb he does by a special Divine 
Revelation. At the first sight that John is permitted to have of 
Christ in that wonderful revelation, Christ tells him, "I am He that 
liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore." The 
second sight he has of Him is, '' And I beheld, and lo, in the midst 
of the Throne, and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it hlld been slain." Notice that Christ, as the slain 
Lamb, occupies the highest poBBible place in heaven. He can havo 
no higher place than tbe throne, but yet John never speaks of Him 
after this but as the Lamb-Ator.ement and Divinity inseparably 
united. The suffering and the glory is connected. " Jesus, for the joy 

n 
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tbat was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is now set down at the right hand of God," lo heaven " they sing 
a new song, saying Thou art worthy for Thou was slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by Thy blood." The certainty of our redemption 
rests upon Christ's Divinity. Amazing love I When none could 
redeem us, He stooped to d~ it. Who then should occupy the highest 
place in heaven but He ? and for this love we will cast our crowns at 
His dear feet, and" crown Him Lord of all." 

Here we might stop, for snch an important question as tbis ought 
to be answered, mainly for the edification and strengthening of the 
people of 0-od in their most holy faith, and for the instruction of 
seekers and young converts-for this is needed, that the young men 
may become strong in the things of God-but also it bas to be care
fully and prayerfully answered, in order that it may controvert heresy 
and false doctrine which has arisen, and to falsify the statements and 
writings of arrogant blasphemers who take upon themselves to teach 
things concerning the Person of Obrist which are in direct contra
diction to the teaching of the Word of God, and to God's Revelation 
of Himrnlf and of His well-beloved Son, Christ Jesus our Lord. We can 
leave the objections of the Pharisees and Priests and Scribes, which 
they made to this at various times, for we find that even when Obrist 
asked them this question, He effectually silenced them by confronting 
their answer with another question of equal importance-" lf David 
then calls Him Lord, how is he His Son?" for "No man was able to 
answer Him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask 
Him any qnestioos." No, brethren, we have to do with what is 
taught to-day about our beloved Lord and Master. Objections, subtle 
and powerful, are made by educated, well-read, clever men; objections 
which are presented to us from moRt unexpected quarters ; objections 
which we find it hard to answer, and yet which we trust we have 
answered by our appeal to the Word of God. By God's Word alone 
we will stand or fall, and in meeting with those in this matter with 
whom the Word of God is no argument, or" it's sentiments invalid or 
-0f no weight with them," we must leave them to the judgment of the 
Word itself, for J esns s1id, " He that rejecteth Me and receiveth not 
My words hath One that judgeth him, the Word that I have spoken, 
,the eame shall jodge him in the last day." I think it well, therefore, 
before closing this, to just briefly state such objections to the Divinity 
,of Christ, just to see how they look in the light of the Word of God, 
and to prove their utter falsity. 

As we are all doubtle,s aware, there are two, at least, somewhat 
formidable forces opposed to this glorious doctrine, viz., Socinianism 
and Unitarianism. 

1.-A word about Socinianism. In the Socinian system Christ is 
not Divine. He was more than a mere man. His attributes were 
~xtra-human, but He was not of Divine nature. He had to be a man 
in order to redeem. Immortality, the goal of the Christian religion, 
was mediated by the resurrection of Obrist. If, on the other hand, His 
superiority to men had consisted in His divinity, He could not have 
died. The argument from Scripture and reason is pressed. The 
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Divinity of Christ canno; be derived from the affirmation that He 
is God's Son, for in Romans (ix . .!6) all men are called the sons of 
God; and when Christ is called the "only begotten Son" of God it 
is simply meant that He was the chief and highest of the sons of 
God, as Isaac, Solomon, &c., are also known by this designation. 
The expression " I and My Father arll one " r.ifers to unity of will 
and power. The pas3ages referring to Chrisr.'s pre-existence are 
easily explained away. The expr.ission "In the beginning" is 
declared to mean, "In the beginning of the Gospel or Christian 
dispensation." The statement that all things were made by Christ 
refers simply to all things pertaining to the Gospel; and the statement 
"the world was made by Him bas rderence, eir.her to the reformation 
of mankind by the Gospel, or the future world. Stresi 1s hid, 
in the argument against Christ's Deity, on His habit of praying 
to Hh Father, His b~ing sent by the Father, and His ignorance 
of the Day of J udgment. Christ, however, was more than man. 
He bad superior endowments to the mass of mankind. He was 
conceived <,f a virgin, was perfectly holy, was exahed to absolute 
power, "all things being made subjec. unto Him." Reason 
occupies a great place in the Socinian system. Reason is man's 
spiritual eye, and in all contrnverted matters it i~ judge, and nor. the 
Pope nor the believing Christian. The truths of Revelation are 
above reason, but n~ver contrary to it. Miracles are above reason, and 
credible. The doctrines of the Trinity and the Divinity of Obrist 
are contrary to reason, and, therefore, incredible. In the doctrine of 
the mode of the Divine existence God is one. The antagonism to 
the three-fold personality of Go1 forms the centre of the Socinian 
opposition to hi3t,orical Christianity, and it is the special o.nd single 
aim of many Socinian works to prove the doctrine of the Trinity 
irrational and unscriptural. 

2.-Unitarianism. "Origin of Unitarianidm was un:loubtedly the 
Sooinian rejection of the Trinity, of three persons existing in the 
Godheid and constituting one God. 

"This, again, is the fundamental doctrine of the Unitarians. In 
this system Christ is variously regarded-as a being between God and 
man ; or as a man superhuma.nly endowed, not liable to sin, incapable 
of mistake ; or as a mere man on the natural plane, but as a natura.l 
religious genius of great power. The Atonement of Christ is simply a 
moral agency, de3igned to draw men to God and reconcile them, or 
make them at one with God. rather than 11. le_;?al or governmental expe
dient, or as a vicarious subs;itute to cancel human sin. Is it sur
prising that in the train of such doctrines as these should follow 
denials of the Fall of man in Adam, of the total deprdv;ty of humm 
nature, and of eternal punishment ? And further, that sucn affirma
tions as these should be made-that tbe mission of Clirist was to 
make a revelation of the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man ; the dignity of human naturd; man's natural sonship to God ; 
that sin is no~ natural, bu~ unnatural, to man; aud of the destiny of 
all mankind t.o holiness and happiness by the grac~ of God ? " • 

• She.ff-Herzo2 Encyclopaldie. of Religious Knowledge. 
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3.-The greatest danger seems to us not to be so much rrom those 
wh~ a:ll openly and avowedly Unitarian, and who belong to their own 
Societies and peo~le, but frolll: those who are Unitarian in spirit who 
are to be found m t~~ pulp1~ and Churches professing to follow, 
serve and teach the D1vme Christ, and, by subtle teaching are under
mining the faith of young and old. By these men the p;rson of the 
Lord is assailed and His great words and works undervalued a:id, 
they who do it are counted "educated," "abreast of the ti~es" 
"brilliant," and, of course, are "popular." Men love to be told th~t 
Christ is their "Elder Brother," the" Head of the Race," the "Ideal 
Man," whom they can follow or worship in their own way, or just as 
~h~y plea~e ; the ~rea~ Pattern_ of Humanity, who, if they closely 
1m1tate Hun, walk m His sters, will lead them up to the Divine and the 
eternal. They love to be told that His life has been lived in order to. 
show them what a man can do and be. How that he can train and 
foster the '' lit tie bit of God " in his sinful self, until it shall grow 
and increase,and overwhelm the sin and the animal in him, and hesha11 
reach finally up to God Himself and then enter into that blissful state 
of existence which can only be enjoyed by him as he understands it to be 
an everlasting" well done" for his efforts. They love to be told that 
the Cross, tco, is the supreme act of self-sacrifice, also an example to 
be followed ; an atonement they do not need-self-sacrifice and self
denial can effectually take its place, and it answers the same purpose. 
A man is clever indeed who all bis life passed through theological. 
institutions, who probably can write a few letters at the end of his 
name, who then informed the people that, as the result of all thi~, he 
bas become convinced that Christ stands well in line with Mahomet, 
Buddha, or Confucius ; that He bears a favourable comparison with 
thfm, but is not greater than they ; that He only bad the same 
ideal before Him as they had-the upliftin~ of men, the moralising 
of their lives, and to lead them up to eternal felicity. There seems to 
be a peculiar fascination to some men to-di>,y in listening to a sermon 
which suggests that Christ was only a man-great, pure, good, maybe, 
but yet in many ways like other men ; subject to like passions, with 
limited knowledge, learning of other men, getting inspiration from 
others ; surprised and repelled by God's own institutions in the Temple 
ritual and sacrifices, as if He knew not that they prefignred His own 
great Atoning work. The claim of such men is to preach Jesus and 
nothing but Jesus ; and yet the Jesus whom they preach is not the 
Jesus whom we love and serve, and to whom we have trusted our soul's 
salvation. It is a Jfsus of their own creation. These, too, lay great 
stn ss upon moral reasoning. They craftily tell their congregations 
that God does not expect a man to believe what is contrary to reaso~, 
and so, little by little, all the God-dir,honouring doctrines of Um
tarianism are introduced into Christian Churches by men who 
claim to be preachers of Christ. These are the things we have to 
meet with in this day and to prove false, and we know that the Word 
of God, from its beginning to its end, does prove them false. ~nd we 
must firmly adhere to the Word of God. Let us not exercise any 
false charity in this matter; no excuses may be made for such. We 
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may give no quarter, bat firmly oppo3e, and even refme to have 
Christian fellowsbip with, all who thus deny or pervert the trath of 
God. 

Brethren, there is no doubt bat that our prosperity as an Assoi::ia
tion will rest upon our clear understanding of, and firm adherence to, 
·the Scriptural teaching concerning the Lord J e3us Christ. Toe life 
H.nd prosperity of the past has been to a great extent due ta this. Our 
fathers have one thing to their lasting credit, and that is, that in 
spite of being counted "singular," "exclusive," "old-fashioned," 
they clung, with a commendable tenacity, to the Word of God. Its 
glorious statements were the foundation, and " Thns saith the Lord " 
was the power of their ministry. As an As,ociation, or perhap:1 we 
should say, as a Danomimtion, we ca.n glory in this-that no Socinian 
or Unitarian haR been suffered to proclaim his obnoxious, God
dishonouring doctrinei from our pulµits. Therefore may we, the 
sons of honourad fathers, be kept close and true to the '\Vord of God, 
sLill re~koning it to be our" glory and our d~fence" to" earne:1tly con
tend for the faith once delivere1 unto the Saints"; "not to r.imove 
the ancienr, landmark➔," but to hold firm ta this vital truth-the 
absolute Divinity and Godhead of our Lord and ~foster, Who fron;. 
everlasting to everlasting" is true Almighty God." 

(This circular letter, written by BROTHER H. M. MoRLING, was 
adopted by the Association and ordered to be printed.) 

S. B. STOCKER, 1Jfoderafor. 
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MINUTES 
OF THE 

75TH ANNUAL MEETINGS 
( Being the 133rd from the original Formation in 1i71) 

OF THE 

ASSOCIATION, 
HO:LD AT 

SOMERSHAM 

011 Wednesday and Thursday, JJJay 31st and June 1st, 1905. 

FIRST DAY. 

AT 10.30 a.m. the Moderator, Pastor S. B. Stocker, opened the meeting with 
prayer, and, after singing, Pastor Josiah Morling, of High Wycombe, read 
the Scriptures and offered prayer. The Articles of the Association w11re read 
by Pastor Harsant, the secretary, o.n<l Pastors H. Morling and Potter 
followed with the abstracted reports from the Churches. After singing, the 
Moderator delivered his address on " Church Life and Work," enumerating 
the duties arising out of the same, and the need of thoroughness in those 
who took part therein. 

At 2 p.m., afler the opening hymn, Pastor Easter read the Scriptures, 
prayer being offered by Pastor Beecher, from Croydon, followed by n very 
helpful and able sermon from Micah vii. 18 by Pastor J. Parnell, one of 
the delegates from the Metropolitan Association. 

At 6.30 p.m. Pastor White, of Woolwich, read the Scriptures, and Pastor 
Dixon led in prayer; Pastor A. Morling, of Cottenham, followiug with a 
descriptive discourse from Acts xiii. 26, which was duly apprtcialed. 

SECOND DAY. 

On Thursday morning, at 6 a.m., many assembled for prayer, when 
earnest and fervent supplications ascended to the God of all grace for 
continued and increased blessings upon the ministers and Churches, this 
meeting being conducted by the Vice-Moderator. 

At 9 a.m., the tent being nicely full, the ministers' prayer-meeting com
menced, presided over by the Moderator, when heartfelt and ardent peti
tions implored the Divine favour end the outpouring of the Spirit. 

At 10.30 a.m.-when a large asoembly had gathered, for which ex.tra 
seats were needed-the Scriptures were read by Pastor Chisnall, of Guild
ford, and prayer offered by Pastor J. E,1ster1 of London. Pastor W. F. 
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Edgerton then delivered a thoughtful and excellent discourse from Gal. ii. 
18, 19. 

At 2 p.m., the tent being packed, the devotional part of the services 
began with a hymn of praise, Pastor H. Morling reading the Scriptures and 
Pastor Potter offering prayer, followed by a spirited and attractive sermon 
from the words of Jacob, "Surely the Lordi@ in this place" by Pastor H. T. 
Chilvers, which was listened to with close attention. ' 

A vote of thanks to the friends at Somersham, to E. Snell, Esq., for the 
use of the meadow and premises, to the clergymen of Offton and Little 
Blakenham, and other friends for their hospitality in entertaining the dele
gates for the night, was heartily responded to. 

Pastor W. H. Ranson announced the closing hvmn-11 Blest be the tie that 
birds;· which was feelingh, sung to the tune " Glasgow "--and pronounced 
the Benediction. • 

IlUSlNESS MEETING. 

On the afternoon of Wednesday the Executive Committee met directly 
after lunch to consider the application of the friends at Hadleigh, viz., that 
the Association take over the Chapel as a Mission Station, 

About 2 p.rn. the ministers and delegates assembled for the general 
bn~iness of the Associatior:.. 

The Minutes being read and confirmed, grants were sanctioned amounting 
to £51; also £2 each to the Widows' Fund, Bible Translation Society, and 
the Trinitarian Bible Society conditionally. 

The Trnasurer's report, as printed, was adopted. Pastors S. Hawes and 
C. T. Dykes were cordially welcomed as members of the Association. The 
Secretary gave a summary of the proceedings and work relating to the 
Home Missionary Society. The Circular Letter, prepared and read by Pastor 
H. Morling, was approved and ordered to be printed, with the Moderator's 
address, the subject for next year's Circular Letter to be "The Atone
ment,'' Pastor Gorham being deputed to write it-in case of failure, Pastor 
Ward. 

The Church at Cransford kindly offered to receive the Association for 
1906 ; preachers, Pastors Dixon and Ranson; in case of failure, Pastor H. 
Morling. 

Brethren Potter and Harsant were appointed c{elegates to the Metro
politan Association for 1906. The Treasurer, Secretary, and Auditor were 
re-appointed; Pastor H. Morling to be Vice-Moderator for the ensuing 
year. An abstracted account of the year's work was given by the Secretary 
of the Ministers' Conference. 

A unanimous vote of sympathy and Christian love was passed to our 
Bro. S. K. Bland, whose infirmities are increasing. 

Brotuer W. Dixon announced that be had been in communication with 
the Rev. Hugh D. Brown, of Dublin, and that gentleman kindly offered to 
give a copy of his work, 11 God's Witness to His Word," to every minister 
of the Association. 

A cordial and unanimous vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Brown, and 
the Secretary was desired to acknowledge his kind gift. 

The destitute case of the widow and family of the late Pastor Rumsey, 
of Bury St. Edmunrls, was brougl,t to the notice ~f the Co1!1l;littee\ and it 
was thought desirable that the Secretary should wrrte and sohc1t the rnterest 
aod aid of the Widows' Fund ou luir behalf. 

The resolutio11 passed by the Magazine Committee at Ipswich, Nov. 15, 
EJ04:-•• That this Corn111ittee, having take11 the subject of tl1e propose_d 
:\l.agazine i11to consideration, feels that it would not be advisable to start 1t 

at present, owing to the want of uuanimity in the Associated Churches." 
This resolution was confirmed by the General Committee. 
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The reports from brethren who took pa.rt in the united winter prayer
meetings were encouraging, showiai; the desirability of Churches uniting, 
where possible, in these important gatherings, and heeding Paul's precept, 
"Nc,t forsaking the assembling of ourselves together," praying always with 
all prayer and supplication of the Spirit. 

A letter from the Baptist Union was read, noting that they were pre
paring, and eventually issuing, a history of the Denomination, and asking 
to be ijUpplied with information or boolts, manuscripts and records of our 
Associatec..1 Churches. It was suggested that ministers and those connected 
with the various Churches should endeavour to supply the knowledge 
required and forward same to the Secretary, who will communicate with 
the compiler. 

MODERATOR'S ADDRESS. 

BELOVED BBETHRE.'I AND FELLOW-LABOURERS IN THE KINGDOM OF CIIRIST,
Let me ask your prayerful attention as we endee.vour to address you upon 
the subject-

CHURCH LIFE AND CHURCH WORK, 

Christ a.lone is Hee.d of the Church, e.nd can he.ve no pe.rtaer to share 
with Him in this dignity. He not only by His authority g0veras it, but 
also by His grace quickens it; so that we live not, but Obrist livetb in us. Let 
us hold fe.st the Hee.d "from which all the body by joints a.ad bands he.vbg 
nourishment ministered, e.nd knit together, increaseth with the increase of 
God" (Col. ii. 19). All fulness dwells in Him. 

As Christians, we are under law to Obrist. We acknowledge His authority; 
we own Him Me.star, •• For One is your Me.star, even Christ; e.nd all ye iue 
brethren·• (l\Iatt. x.xiii. 8). He claims the right to oomme.nd us, e.nd it 
becomes us to recognise the.t right. A sense of His supremacy over us-His 
sole will e.s e.ppoin&ing our sphere e.nd work-must influence us in a.II that we 
se.y or do. He is the First, Last, and the Ever Living One. He is the great 
energy that works from first to last. Christ iving in His followers is the secret 
of the continued life of the Christian Church. He-not simply the memory of 
His,words; not simply the influenoo His life bas exorted upon His followers
but He Himself will be with them to the end of the world. We believe in the 
Holy Ghost, the Sa.notifier of our single lives, the Reader of our hearts, the 
Helper of our most prive.te straits, the Inspirer of our moat deep e.nd sacred 
confessions. 

There is nothing on earth that has such power to destroy Christia,n life e.s a 
society of men who bear the ne.me of Christ without manifesting His Spirit 
and life. A dead Ohurch is a mightier obstacle to Christian vitality the.n the 
influences of the world, or the sneers of the keenest Infidelity. It kills the 
influence of truth; it robs prayer of Its power ; it slackens the pulse of the 
Christian life, reducing it to a death-like sleep. Look at the standard of 
Christian life round about us. Mark how wavering the line is between 
some Churches and the world-the torrent of worldliness increased In 
volume and impetuosity. Du.ring things are done in some Churches, 
whioh, in years gone by, would have been counted as blasphemous, e.s they 
really are. I am not sure that the Christian homes of Engle.nd have not lost 
something from the slow and silent decay of the serious and bee.utiful Puritan 
iradition of the family life. With all their ne.rrowness, those Puritans saved 
England from ruin; they were the source and strength of its most enduring 
greatness, of its deepest spiritual life, and to-day u.ll that is best and purest in 
our national li(e, seriousness and righteousness-our Protestant faith e.nd, 
above all, our English homes-we owe to the influence of Puritanism in 
England and to the Puritan interpretation of the command, " Love not 
the world, neither the things which u.re in the world." 

Never did Satan do a smarter stroke 'lf business for his kingdom than 
when he persuaded the Church to form an alliance with the world. With this 
state of things, are you surprised at the feebleness u.nd tue slow progress of 
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the GospAl ? Is that the operation of e. Divine Spirit who comes to transform 
and to quicken everything into His own vivid e.nd fle.ming life? or is it the 
opere.tion of our own selfishness e.nd worldliness excluding the power the.t. 
ought to ~way us. 

Beloved, this me.y be the ste.te of some Churches e.nd some profeesors in our 
Churches who are not living believers; but, thank God, in all our Churches. 
we have some members whose very preseuce is sunshine, whose whole manner 
is cordial, whose shake of the he.nd is winning. They may have little strength 
or talent for active labour, but they are the workers in the Church whose 
service can least be spared. They cheer the pastor's heart e.nd gladden all 
with whom they come in contact. 

The Spirit of holiness is the life of the Church; it is this that makes the 
Church a living body, and consequently the means and agent of its own 
growth and he.ppiness. The Spirit of holiness gives to the Church an aptness 
and a grace in all its movements and efforts for the ingathering of the people 
of God. Before our Churches can acquire a grace in doing good and in acting 
"after the Spirit," the unction from the Holy One must penetrate all the 
muscles of its frame and all the members of its body. Musk needs no books 
to establish the evidence of its presence, or to recommend it to e.cceptance; its 
own fragance is its witness and its recommendation. 

The world has been deluged with books on the evidences of Christianity. 
What the w-:,rld needs is not books on these evidences, but men who are· 
proofs of them-lives on the evidences of religion, lives perfumed with the 
odour of holiness, lives that will adorn and recommend the designs of the 
Church of Christ. 

The grand thing that our Churches want in this time is God's Holy Spirit. 
Yon bear some say, "Why not make our forms of worship more orne.te in 
order to meet and satisfy the gr owing taste of the times? Cultivate a warmer 
ritual. more music, and shorter sermons. If the Church were altered a little bit 
it would go on better." This is where the mistake lies ; the crowning need is 
a baptism of Divine power-the gift of the Holy Spirit. With all our alter
ing, the Church work and life will be no better unless God the Spirit 
comes to bless us. You may have the same ministers, and they will be a 
thousand times more useful for Uod if God is pleased to bless them. You 
shall have the same dee.cons; they will be a thousand times more influential 
when the Spirit is poured down upon them from on high. You shall have the 
Fame forms of worship, but, let the Spirit saturate these with His influence, our 
Churches shall increase, our ministers be more encouraged; '· And when they 
had prayed the place was shaken where they were assembled together; o.nd 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, a.ad they spake the word of God with 
boldness" (Acts iv. 31). When the Church fell on her knees in earnest, 
persevering prayer, she arose so full of power that no task assigned her 
by her Lord was too great for her. Tbst is what is needed, and until 
thaL need is supplied we may reform and reform, and still be just the same. 

At this present day we are hearing much about'' revival'' A revival worth 
having must be upon New Testament lines-one from above, not from beneath 
-a revival that comes from God e.nd the.t brings man to God. You cannot revive 
religion with a me.chine, e. committee, e. printing press, e. big hall, a crowd. 
We all thank God for what we hear concerning We.lee, e.nd uo doubt we a.re 
wondering whether the we.ve of spiritual power now sweeping over that part 
will reach here in Ee.st Anglia ' My opinion is there will be no great revival 
outside the Churches till there is one in ea.eh Church and in the heart of ea.oh 
Church mem her. Whoe\'er wants to understand the revive.I of religion should 
sit at the feet of Jesus and learn of Him. 

The word "revive.I," like other great words, be.a In these latter de.ys been 
grossly misused. It has even become a term of reproach, a synonym for much 
that is unwholesome and un,eal. You ce.nnot revive the dee.d. Revive.I pre
supposes life, however flickering the fie.me. A great revive.I in the Christian 
sense should be descriptive of a return to first things of the Church of the 
Redeemer. Never was there greater need the.n now for a revive.I of spiritual 
life among the people of God. We are thankful for signse.mong the Churches 
of this Assocrntion of conversions amrmg our people. We believo our Churches 



CIRCULAlt Ll<:TTER, ]\)' 

ar_e in a much more healthful condition than for some time past. We need 
still to pray, '' Turn us, 0 God of our salvation. and cause Thine anger toward 
~a to cease." "Wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice 
1n Thee?" 

What I wish to press home to each Church of this Association is this : 
"Do you need a Spirit-filled revival in your midHt?" If so, are you seeking 
for it? for it must, be sought. While we refer the recurrence to the 
Sovereignty of God, yet He has indicated the course which we have to pursue. 
"I will yet for this be inquired of by the House of Israel to do it for them." 
And this is His promise concerning these seasons of refreshing from Hie 
presence: "I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily. and 
cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and bis beauty 
shall be as the olive tree. and his smell as Lebanon. They that dwell under 
his shadow shall return : they she.II revive as the corn. and grow as the vine : 
the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon" (Hos. xiv. 5-7). 

If, then, you are needing it and longing for it, you must continue with one 
accord in prayer and supplication, "Lord. what wilt Thou have me to do?" 
and search for the reply in the pages of the Word of God as to bow the Bible 
speaks of work for Christ by those who are His. 

Christian work must be of God's ordaining, enabling. and perfecting-out of 
love to Ood, and bringing glory to God. The object and aim of all Christian 
work must be the glory e,f God, and all must be done in His way if there is 
to be true success. It muet not be the success of our village stations. or the 
increase of our Church, or the advancement of our denomination ; that is to 
be the end of our work; but first and last to seek God"s glory. Let it always 
be His work in and by us. 

0, beloved, it is always well for us to take a loving and deep interest in the 
work of God ! What is the proportion of Christian workers in any Church ? 
Are they not invariably a small minority? Why so? What exemption can 
the majority plead? It is said the working bees cast out the drones from the 
hive. Were we to proceed upon this principle what terrible depletion would 
our Churches suffer? 0 remember, members of our Churches. we are saved 
that we may serve ; made free from sin that we may become servants to 
God. God requires you to work. God puts the oak in the forest, and the 
pine on its sand and rock, and says to men. "There are your houses. go hew, 
saw, frame, build, make." God builds thfl trees. men muHt build the house. 
And in the spiritual world God requires men to work. He gives you, He gives 
me, certain things, and then says, "Son, go work to-day in My vineyard." 
Seek from your Lord and Master your particular work. and then in that 
'' Whatsoever thy band findeth to do, do it with thy migb I; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 
goest" (Eccles. ix. 10). 

Let us hasten to what I think greatly conoernA us as a denomination-viz., 
"Our Young People." It is one of the pleasing features of this age that 
more.I reformers of all schools, and Christian workers of 11,ll creeds, ho.ve leo.rnt 
to reckon the children. The man who would in the least dispo.rage this work 
must proclaim himself to be far behind the teo.ohing of the Word of God. We 
may comfort ourselves with the reflection that there is much really Christian 
work done in our Sunde.y Schools and Young People"s Societies which does 
not find any record in Oburcb rolls, or in annual returns to Association. But 
can any of us pretend to be satisfied with the general tone of life and the 
average character of work to be met with in these societies? Can we rest 
content with the number of accessions to the Church which are brought 
directly from this bra.nob of our Christian work. To take a libera,l estimate, 
of every hundred children who pass through the school, we only receive five or 
six into fellowship, and of these the majority are from Cbristia,n homes. 
Again, Are we satisfied with the number of scholars that we have in our 
schools? Last year·s Report states 2,342-juet a trifle over the number of 
members of our Churches. Does it not reveal the faot that we do not bold 
our young people? Where are they? Are there not parents of our congrega
tions and of our Churches whose children go somewhere else than find their 
way in our schools and classes? Then, age.in, Have the younger members of 
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society the sympathy they should he.ve from our Churohes ? A gentleman 
was once walking over the farm of his friend, e.nd observing the very superior 
sheep which he he.d, he a.eked him how it we.s he oe.me to he.ve them so fine. 
His reply we.s : " I take ea.re of my le.robs, sir." Here is e.n important lesson to 
fathers and mothers; e.nd so it is e.lso to the Churches. Look after the lambs. 
H they do not use the mee.ns e.t their dispose.I to tre.in them in the we.y the.t 
they should go, Se.tan e.nd his a.gents will tre.in them for himself (Deut. vi, 6, 
7). Woe to us if this bre.nch of Christian work should expire I We must go 
on ; we ha.ve advanced too fa.r to recede. For our young people's sake we e.sk 
for your pra.yerful co-operation e.nd sympe.thy. Ee.oh he.s e.n immortal 
soul, and whe.t is ta.ught in ee.rly de.ys is never really forgotten. We a.re not 
blind to the increa.sing love of plea.sure, the desecration of the Be.bbe.th, the 
betting e.nd ge.mbling, drinking and smoking spirit the.t is fast ta.king hold of 
the young of our de.y, and pray e.nd work we must. Christians, help us to 
deliver them I Tile Church he.s e. right to pre.y, "Awake, a.wake, put on 
strength, 0 e.rm of the Lord ; a.wake, as in the ancient de.ys, in the genera
tions of old" (Isa.. li. 9). But the Church will be wrong if she fails to see 
God's answer to the.t pre.yer in the responsive summons,•· Awe.ke, a.wake; 
put on thy strength, 0 Zion; put on thy bee.utiful ge.rments, 0 Jerusalem, 
the holy city " (Isa. Iii. 1). 

In our work, which is God's work, we feel the va.lue e.nd the necessity of 
Co-operation. The work of the Church requires the willing co-operation of 
a.II its members. Ree.I e.nd vita.I co-operation in Church work will be success
ful, for all le.bour is God-like. "We are labourers together with God.'' You 
do your work, then there comes side by side with your work the work of 
God. And a.II work will fa.ii if it is not le.hour with God. We use the 
means, but the blessing springs not from them. Churches can never be 
prosperous, in me.ny senses of the word, when only e. few le.hour, e.nd the rest, 
possessing ta.lent, opportunity, e.nd strength, a.re content only with being fed. 
Some of our members a.et e.s though the Ca.use of God were e. coach; the.t 
they riding on it, preferring the box-seat, or else a very comfortable see.t 
in the middle of the cos.eh ; for, to do e.ny of the work, no, not they. One 
thing they ce.n do well, that is, grumble e.t those who would do e.nd a.re doing. 
They are never e.t pee.ce only when they a.re e.t war. I would se.y to that 
brother or sister-work ! work I work ! Remember Dr. Watts' little 
hymn:-

" In works of le.hour or of skill, 
I would be busy, too; 

For Se.tan :finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do." 

In Church work let there be no compromise. Duty knows no compromise. 
Diluted theology and limp more.ls will se.p the vite.lity of the most vigorous 
man or Church. Give no countenance to e.ny new sentiment the.t is oontre.ry 
to the se.cred Word in its glorious doctrines, Scripture.I ordine.nces, or holy 
precepts. Right is right-to dilute it me.kes it wrong. Truth is truth-to 
.. dultere.te it me.kes it error. Duty is duty -to a.Uoy it with disobedience 
makes it sin (2 Cor. vi. 14-18). 

If you wish to prosper in your work, let there be no le.ck of pre.yer for ~he 
Church, for the ministers, e.nd for ea.eh other. Whe.t springs of console.t1on 
have been found in God's house of prayer! Yet is there not e. le.ok of 
individue.l pre.yerfulness, pre.ctice.l faith, e.nd fervent che.rity-a le.ck not 
peculiar to one Church, but to me.ny, on existing testimony? Happy 
exceptions there a.re, yet what e. paltry few comps.red with the membership_ of 
any Church. Gather, e.nd we.it upon God. The.nk God for the few; they brrng 
a little blessing. But if ea.eh member of each Churoh woul~ pray,_ would 
come to the prayer-meetings full of the power of prayer, reme.m pre.ymg, we 
should be se.ying to one another, "We used not to believe in prayer; now we 
believe in nothing else." 0, brethren, we a.II need to pre.y, e.nd we a.II need 
the pre.yers of ea.eh other. ·• .Brethren, pre.y for us." Se.re good old J?hn 
Berridge: "Ministers are but pens in the Divine he.nd. If mstee.d of se.ymg, 
• O I whe.t a poor creature he is; I could preach a.a well e.s he,' hearers would 
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but earnestly pray the Master to give him a little more ink, how much better 
would it be for all." Well has it been said," The Spirit of prayer excludes 
the spirit of criUcism; it lifts above a vale of tears into the joy of the Lord, 
inasmuch as it is the fruitage of faith." Prayer will bring a zealous, loving 
spirit; it will excite the spiritual affections and unite believing hearts. 

Drawing to a close, let me say, Hold on in the work; hold forth. for "ye 
shall reap if ye faint not." Go up and possess the land; sound forth the 
name of your risen and exalted Lord and Master. Assault on every side the 
kingdom and stronghold of the enemy. Attack the powers of darkness, 
terror, and superstition, with all else that is not of God,warning men on every 
hand, pointing the seeking and inquiring ones to the only name and way ot 
salvation under heaven given among men. WoRK ! WORK! wonK ! 

" Little is much when God is in it; 
Man's busiest days not worth God's minute. 
Muoh is little evtirywhere, 
If God the labour do not she.re ; 
So work with God and nothing lost; 
Who works with Him does best and most. 

Work on I Work on I" 
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REPORTS FROM THE CHURCHES. 

1905. 

Wattisham.-This Church sendeth greetings to the A..ssociated 
·Churches meeting at Somersham. The opening sentence of this Report 
strikes a note of praise, that the hand of the Lord is in their midst • and 
states-we are privileged with a ministry in which Christ is exalted and 
the sinner laid low. Our Brother Harsant, late of Otley, is supplying the 
Church for twelve months with a view to the Pastorate. There are signs 
that our brother's labours are being blessed, as some have been proposed 
for baptism. Our congregations are increasing; large numbers gather 
to hear the gospel. Prayer-meetings are well attended, and have proved 
seasons of refreshing. We hope the time to favour Zion, yea, the set 
time, is come, when we see some of the members walking six miles to 
a prayer-meeting-this is one reason of our note of praise. May many 
follow their example. Our Brother preaches in three villageA, where 
many gather to hear the Word proclaimed. The Sunday School is 
increasing, with signs of blessing amongst the children. Dear fellow
workers, labour on, for he that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him. Our prayer is that the blessing of God may rest upon the meetings 
at Somersham. 

Beccles.-To the Brethren assembled. Beloved in the Lord,-The 
year's history has been marked with Divine blessing, tokening, we hope, 
greater coming manifestations of grace. Congregations have been about as 
formerly. The ministry has been maintained, from heaven by the Lord's 
help ; from earth by Hie people's love. Accordance steadily grows. The 
last few months have realized among us greater earnestness and directness 
in prayer, which, if of God, as we fully believe, must eventuate harmo
niously with our hope. The work amongst the young progresses. Last 
spring the chapel was renovated. Friends at hJme worked well, and 
others so encouraged them that we re-opened with a substantial balance 
for the Church account. Three have been baptized. Two have gone 
home. We pray that the love of the Spirit may animate you a.ll ; that the 
deeps of God may well forth in all the Churches, and that we may share. 

Halesworth.-This Church acknowledges the goodness of God that 
they still hold on their way, but have no increase to report. They are 
truly grateful for the services of Brethren Suggate and Sheldrake for 
supplying the pulpit during the year, and consider their kindness as an 
outcome of the Lord's gracious interposition on behalf of the Church and 
congregation, that the chapel may be kept open for puplic worship. They 



CIRCULAR LETTER. 

:ask the sympathy and prayers of the brethren that they may overcome 
their difficulties, believing that "the Lord of Hosts is still with us, the 
God of Jacob iR our refuge." The closing sentence of this Report prayer
fully desires the presence of the Master at these meetings. 

Rattlesden. -This Church sendetb greetings and says: " It is with 
~incere Christian affection that we Hend our annual epistle to the 
Associated Churches, and, in the spirit of the inspired apostle, we say, 
' Grace, mercy and peace be with you.' The past year has been one of 
varied experience. Death has removed two of our number, one having 
been a follower of Christ for over sixty years. During the latter half of 
1904 the work and service of God seemed, to Little Faith, to be at a stand
still, but with the advent of 1905 the waters of prayer began to rise and a 
~pirit of earnest wrestling has prevailed, attended with increased gather
ings. Several have been led to seek and follow the Lord in baptism
,mostly young men. The Christian Band has been greatly owned by God, 
-aud the Pastor's addresses have, in not a few cases, been the means of 
carrying conviction to young hearts. The Sunday School is well main
tained, all the teachers being members of the Church. The congregations 
are encouraging, and we have abundant reason to praise the Lord for 
,these marks of Divine favour, yet we sigh for more power and whole
hearted consecration. In our village work the Holy Spirit has given 
a measure of blessing, so that we can say, 'Instead of thy fathers shall be 
thy children ' ; and, if one thing beyond another can make our Report 
·special, it is that parents belonging to our Church and congregation are 
seeing their children arise to call the Redeemer blessed. We wish for 
these meetings every blessing and a clear vision of the face of the 
King." 

Friston.-These friends write:-" Another year has passed, but not 
without its mercies, which have been 'new every morning,' and repeated 
-every evening. We still mourn the want of a Pastor to shepherd His flock 
and instruct the youths and maidens in the Word of God and bring them 
under the sound of the Gospel. The pulpit is well supplied with faithful 
preachers, under whose ministry we are made to rejoice ; although there 
has been no additions to the Church, yet there are signs that some a.re 
.inquiring the way to Zion, and will, we believe, ere long cast in their lot 
with us. Our congregations are fairly good, the Sunday School small, and 
the teachns earnest in their work. Death bas again ta.ken a.way three 
members to their eternal rest. 

Grundisburgh.-This Church greets the Associated Churches, and 
prays that the services may prove helpful, and the Word preached blest 
to sinners. The Church records with gratitude and joy the faithfulness 
of God, for He has indeed done great things for them whereof they are 
glad. Several have borne testimony-some that were once scholars, then 
teachers, and now Church members-that the Pastor's labours have not 
been in vain. They acknowledge and bless the name of Christ that a 
spirit of love and unity prevails, as well as earnest, fervent prayer-youths 
and those of grey hairs praying the prayer of every grace-taught soul, 
"God be merciful to me a sinner." The prayer-meetings and vilhi.ge 
stations are well attended and the services much enjoyed and evidently 
blessed of God in bringing in some of His redeemed ones. The School 
is prosperous, the Young People's Society much appreciated, and 
the Young Men's Bible-class greatly improved. The Rep:>rt concludes: 
"So we can say, 'Hitherto bath the Lord helped us,' and our eyes are up 
unto Him for still greater blessings, and unto Him shall be all the 
glory.'' 
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Laxfi.eld.-The Report from this Church opens with a. prayer for the 
success of these meetings, a.nd express their gratitude to the Lord God 
for continued favours during the past year, a.nd says: "We have still the 
glorious Gospel preached to us by our beloved Pastor, a.nd our earnest 
prayer is that greater blessings rna.y crown his la.hours and that many ma.y 
be led to follow the Lord Jesus. There are many worshipping with us 
that we could heartily welcome into the Church, believing that the Lord 
ha~ called them by His grace. Death has summooed to the homeland one 
beloved brother and four sisters to join the redeemed host-one, our 
sister, Mrs. Scace, after a. long a.nd painful affliction, whose prayers 
and letters we shall greatly miss. Our congregations a.re good, a.nd village 
stations well sustained. Prayer-meetings a.re seasons of spiritual comfort 
and well supported. The week-evening Biblf!-class, conducted by our 
Pastor, is encouraging, and attended by over forty members. A. large 
number of children attend the Sunday School to be instructed in Bible 
truths. 

Waldringfi.eld.-" We send loving salutation in the name of our 
risen and glorified Saviour. Reviewing the past year, we gratefully 
acknowledge the goodness and mercy of our God, and are led to 
exclaim, 'His lovingkindness, 0 how good.' We are earnestly praying for 
conversions and for those whom we would gladly welcome into Church
fellowship. The Word, preached by our Pastor in its simplicity and 
beauty, has been much appreciated, and we are looking and praying for 
God's blessing upon the same. Our congregations are fairly good, but the 
prayer-meetings are thinly attended, yet enjoyed by those who take pa.rt 
in them. Lord, revive and prosper Thy work, is our sincere plea. Sunday 
School improving, and the teachers earnest in their work. 

Somersham.-This Church writes: "We give to our Sister Churches 
a hearty welcome in the name of the Lord, after an interval of sixteen 
years. Many changes have taken place since that time, but our beloved 
Pastor who ministered to us then is still with us. He has entered upon the 
eighteenth year of his pastorate, and through his faithful ministry saints 
are built up, seekers encouraged, and sinners warned. We are glad to say 
that additions made to the Church a.re proving helpful to us. During the 
winter session our Pastor's Bible-class ha.a been well attended, with an aver
age of 45. Five village stations a.re preached in, often under trying circum
stances, by our Pastor. The work of the Sunday School is very encourag
ing, with teachers united and earnest. Our prayer-meetings are well 
sustained and are seasons of spiritual refreshment. Death has sum
moned to the homeland three of our number-one of which was our 
Brother Moses Laflin, who was in membership with the Church fifty
seven years, and thirty-eight of which he filled the office of a deacon. We 
miss him, for he loved the cause of God and practically manifested it. Our 
prayer is that God may richly bless these gatherings. 

Cransford.-Thanksgiving and praise to the God of all grace opens 
the Report from this Church. Their aged minister, through the help of 
the eternal Spirit, ha.s been enabled to tell the old, old story of the Cross 
which to the heaven-born soul is ever new. Congregations increasing
prayer-meetings fairly well attended, and have proved spiritually helpful. 
Village Station well supported, and the Word enjoyed. A. Bible Class is 
conducted by Brother Capon, and a band of loving teachers are seeking to 
instruct the dear children in the Sunday School. 

Occold.-This Church sendeth greetings, and record the goodness of 
God, that they dwell in peace, and have an under-shepherd faithfully 
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preaching the Gospel, to the comforting of saints, while evidence is 
.manifest that the Spirit's quickening power is working in their midst. 
-Congregations increasing-prayer meetings, conducted by the Pastor, are 
better attended and much enjoyed, an earnest spirit of prayer for Divine 
blessing being manifest iu these gatherings. Two Village Stations have 
been opened and a.re well attended. A Bible Class for young men com
menced, and the prayer that it may prove a blessing and strength to the 
-Church is feelingly expressed. Sunday School increasing, with a band of 
teachers prayerfully interested in their work. The letter concludes
·" We have causes to raise our Ebeuezer and take courage, pressing 
forward." 

Stoke Ash.-Tbese friends write--" With an expression of gratitude 
to our covenant God for all His mercies toward us, we again greet you, 
still believing in the old-fashioned gospel of free and sovereign grace. 
We are still without a Pastor, but well supplied by brethren who have 
preached the Word of Life. We are earnestly praying that the Great 
Head of the Church will speedily provide for us an under-shepherd. We 
have recently added to our burial-ground a small piece of land-a gift 
from Lord Henniker. Having sold the house at Brockford-so long 
occupied by our late Pastor, Charles Hill-and purchased a piece of free
hold land nearer the chapel, we hope to build a minister's house, more 
convenient and central for chapel and village work. Our Sunday School 
is well maintained and conducted by a band of interested and working 
teachers. Death has removed many from our midst, and we miss them ; 
quite recently our sister-the wife of Brother L. Moss-has been called 
to rest, after a long illness. May the Lord raise up others to fill the 
vacant places in the Church is our prayer. A.nd may the love wherewith 
He bath loved us fill our hearts with deeper gratitude and interest in His 
cause. 

'Love so amazing, so Divine, 
Demands our soul, our life, our all.' " 

Pulham.-This Church greets the Associated Churches and writes: 
·" We as a Church have much to be thankful for. There is a very hearty 
spirit of bearing amongst us, and our Pastor has been graciously helped 
to preach to us (mostly three times each Lord's-day) the glorious 
Gospel, which meets the varied needs of our spiritual life ; thus, God's 
people have been fed and sinners warned, and we are praying that the 
Word may be blest and the Church added to. Our congregations are well 
maintained, but we are grieved to see a spirit of indifference in o. few of 
our members. Our Sunday School has increased, o.nd our Pastor's Week 
Evening Bible Class has had an average of twenty-seven members during 
the winter for the study of God's Word. Our Church Ma.go.zine i~ much 
appreciated, and other auxiliaries in working order. By volunto.ry efforts 
our poor have been ea.red for, and in return we have ho.d the benefit of 
their prayers and gratitude. ,ve ho.ve also improved the accommodation 
for friends driving, at a cost of £60. A.nd now we desire for your meet
ings the power and influence of the ever blessed Spirit." 

Sutton.-The tone of this letter is not cheerinir; the past year has 
been a trying one, and they a.re still without a Pastor. The public 

-services are thinly attended ; a few meet together for prayer and lift up 
their hearts for a gracious outpourin~ of the Holy Spirit to revive them 
and add to their numbers. The Church acknowledges its indebtedness 
to brethren who have preached the grand old truths of the Gospel to 
them, beneath the sound of which their hearts have been cheered. 
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Rishangles.-This Church writes: "We heartily greet you in the 
name of our Lord, and earnestly pray that a large outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit may be realised at these meetings." The Report goes on to 
say : " Our congregations are fairly good in the afternoon, but thin in 
the morning. Prayer-meetings on Lord's-days are seasons of refreshing,. 
and our Pastor preaches faithfully the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
There are those meeting with us that we would gladly welcome into our 
midst, and others, we believe, are seeking the Lord. We have lost two• 
dear sisters by death, the Lord having called them to their reward. Our 
Sunday School goes on well, in which our Pastor takes a great interest. 
We regret that none hav1:, been added to the Church, which is very dis
couraging to our Pastor; we sometimes ask ourselves, Why is it so? We 
acknowledge the sovereignty of God in the salvation of His people, and 
that He works when, where, and how He pleases. Such being the case, it. 
becomes every member to enquire, Am I in any way seeking to promote 
the cause of Christ, or employing my talent in the Lord's service? Does. 
the business of this life engross so much of my time as to leave little or 
none for the Master's use? Such questions should stir us up to self-. 
txamination, and we cannot doubt but the issue would be a spiritual 
quickening and a mutual co-operation among the members of the Church_ 

Yet amid all discouragements, and 

' In every rough and stormy gale, 
Onr anchor holds within the veil.' '' 

Charsfield.-This Church greets the Associated Churches, wishing-
for them every new covenant blessing, and writes : "As a Church we are
in a measure cast <lown, but our hope is not destroyed ; the God of Jacob. 
is still our strength and shield. We can still praise Him for the mercies 
received from His hands. Peace has prevailed with those that have 
met together to worship the Lord of Hosts ; some have absented them
selves from the House of God, consequently our attendance is far from 
what we desire and pray for. Our brother, H. B. Berry, of Beccles, bas 
kindly consented to preach to us through the present year, and during his 
proclamation of the Gospel thus far, the Master of Assemblies hath 
appeared in our midst, and said,' Pea.ce be unto you,' which has made 
that word sweet and precious unto us. We pray that with such blessings 
we may arise from our state of despondency and go forth-' Strong in 
the strength which God supplies through His eternal Son.' " 

Hadleigh.-No Report. 

Tunstall.-These friends write: "We greet you heartily, and desire 
God's richest blessing upon this year's m~eting~, and that th~ wisdom. 
from above may be manifest in your d~hberat1ons and worship. As a 
Church, we have been highly favoured durmg the past year; the Word ha~ 
been preached with the Spirit's blessing, _an~ the ~Id, '?Id s~ory of the
Cross listened to with interest and apprec1a.t10n, which 1s evidenced by 
the regular attendance of some w~o at one time rare~)'. ~tt~nded a place 
of worship, and are now, we behave, un~er the Spirits mfluence ~nd 
teaching. Our congregations a.re enc~uragmg, m_a.ny yo_ung people bemg 
present at the afternoon services. Village Sta.t10ns fairly attended, and 
have proved a means of bringing some to _the chapel. The Lord has 
upheld and sustained our, Pastor throug~ ~rials of an an~10us character 
and family allliction. At the time of wr1tmg we are lookmg forward to 
our centenary services and trust they may prove spiritually profitable and, 
helpful." 
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Fressingfield. - The Rep~rt from this Church sta.tes : "With 
thankful hearts we review the past yea.r. Grace, mercy, and peac11 have 
be_e~ vouchsafed, and signs of spiritual prosperity are not lacking. The 
m1mstry of the Word has been blest of God in feeding His saints and 
b_uilding up the Church, while the Gospel has been mighty in bringing 
smners to the feet of Jesus. Evangelistic services ha.ve been held in the 
villages with encouraging results. All the agencies connected with the· 
Church appear to be in a healthy condition. Unceasing prayer is made 
for a gracious quickening and a larger ingathering of precious souls. The 
work of the Sabbath School has been carried on with vigour, but more 
labourers are wanted. May the Holy Spirit abundantly bless the Churches
gathered at their annual meetings. '.A.wake, 0 Zion.' 'Awake, 0 arm 
of the Lord.' " 

Hoxne.-The letter from this Church breathes a spirit of earnest 
supplication that these gatherings may prove to be a time of true spiritua1 
blessing-a descent of the Holy One, to build up and strengthen the 
followers of Christ, and to arouse sinners ft-om their sleep of sin. This 
Church is still blessed with a faithful Pastor, who fears not to declare the 
Gospel of free and sovereign grace, and they are not without hope that 
the outcome of this declaration will be the gathering in of precious souls, 
through the atoning work of Christ. They are not without their changes
incidental more or less to all-but they are looking forward to a brighter 
future and greater prosperity. The congregations are fairly good, Bible 
Classes and Sunday School prosperous, but teachers are much needed for 
this work. Prayer meetings are helpfully supported by earnest brethren, 
and the four Villag-e Stations nicely attended and the services 
appreciated. 

Aldringham.-The Report from this Chnrch says : "Once again we 
greet you in the name of the Lord our God, and to record with gratitude 
His unfailing goodness tc, us through another year. Our dear Pastor has 
been graciously helped to preach the grand old truth, 'salvation all of 
grace,' which has proved food for the hungry, encourngement to the 
seeker, and a warning voice to the ungodly. Our congregations are good 
and very encouraging, and Village Stations well sustained by preaching and 
prayer services, with good attendances. The Sunday School is in a healthy 
condition, with a helpful and earnest band of teachers, and our prayer is 
'Lord bless the seed sown that it may bring forth much fruit.' Our 
Pastor holds a young peoples' service once a month, which is well attended~ 
also his Bible Class, which ha.s proved helpful and interesting to the young: 
these institutions, we trust, will receive the Divine blessing. ,v e are glad 
to say that every asiency connected with our Renovation Fund is actively 
engaged, and for which our Choir has done excellent work." 

Norwich.-The greetings from this Church are cordial and expressive. 
The Report states: "With gratitude to Almighty God we record His. 
mercies through another year-a year that has proved au eventful one in 
the history of this Church. The irresistible power of the Holy One, who
has promised to the people 'pastors according to Mine heart,' impelled 
His servant to hearken to His voice. and the ea.II of His people. So, again,. 
the Lord has blessed us with an under dhepherd, and honoured tbe faith 
reposed in Him by giving unmistakable signs of ble~sing, spiritually and 
temporally. Our Pastor has lovingly, yet fearlessly, preached those grand 
old truths committed to the Church of God, and we realise that be is a. 
faithful defender and exponent of the Word. The Thursday evening 
services have been God-honoured and times of blessing. While much 
prayer has gone forth, our plea. is that there may be no slackening at the 
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Throne of Grace. May the Lord get to Himself a great name by the sal
vation of precious souls, revive His work, and cause many to hear His 
-.oice and live." 

Bradfield St. George.-These brethren note:-" We are thankful 
the Lord has brought us through the past year with one accord, that our 
.services have been well attended, and that the mercy cloud ha.s rested 
upon us. We have heard of showers of blessing descending around, and 
some droppings ha-.e fallen upon us. Our Minister has preached the Word 
with Divine help, and kept the Saviour of sinners well to the front, and 
the Holy Spirit has blessed that Word and made His saving power felt in 
-the hearts of some, so that they have asked for fellowship with us-they 
have come in the old way with weeping and penitence. Three a.re now 
bef?re the Church for baptism, and others a.re seeking after the Lord. 
This so melted our hearts that we felt we must sing, • Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow.' The services at our Mission Station at 
Hessett are very encouraging, a.nd our prayer-meetings are times of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord. The monthly services to com
mem 'Jra.te our Lord's death a.re sea.sons of spiritual profit. Our School is 
cSma.ller, owing to families leaving the villa.ge11; still the Superintendent a.nd 
his helpers work on in hope. Ma.y the Lord bless, a.nd the Spirit's 
presence influence the meetings a.t Somersha.m." 

Stowmarket.-These friends send loving salutation and write: "As 
a. Church we a.re a.t peace, but feel that more love and unity is needed. 
Our beloved Pastor has been sustained in preaching the Word, with joy to 
-our hearts, a.nd, we trust, to the conversion of souls. Illness a.nd 
removals have made our congregations thinner, a.nd we mourn the lack of 
sympathy a.nd h~lp in our prayer-meetings. The Christian Band conducted 
by our Pastor is fairly well attended a.nd shows signs of good. The 
-Sunday School, 1mperintended by Bro. W. Rayner, is increasing, a.ad our 
prayer is that it ma.y continue to increase a.nd be a. blessing to the young. 
We have lost two of our members by death-Sister Broome a.nd Bro. G. 
Sparrow. Two services are held every Lord's-day at our Mission Station 
-:i.t Wetherden, with good congregations; also a. Bible Class every Sunday 
a.nd Wednesday evenings, carried on by Bro. Abbiss. The Sunday School 
at Wetherden iH a. very encouraging feature, in which Brethren W. a.nd J. 
1\fothcrsole a.re greatly interested." 

Mendlesham.-The letter from this l)hurch gratefully acknowledges 
the mercies of another year, a.nd prays for a. blessing to rest upon these 
gatherings, a.nd states : " Our Pastor has been helped to preach the grand 
-0ld story of Jesus a.nd His love, for which we desire to praise our God. A 
few friends meet a.t mid-day on Sundays for prayer a.nd praise, and we are 
glad to report a. little revival in our mid~t. A service has been held for 
the young on Sunday a.nd Wednesday evenings during the winter, which 
has been well attended. We a.re sorry to report a falling off in the Sun
day School, some having gone out to service, while others think they a.re 
too old a.nd a.re dra.wu a.way by those who disregard the Sabbath, which we 
greatly deplore. Brethren, pray for us.'' 

Blakenham.-The greetings of this Church a.re hea.r_ty, and say~: 
"' Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His name ; worship the Lord 111 

the beauty of holiness.' Our Church is alive and a.t work. Peace and 
,unity, love a.nd concord, we enjoy in a.II branches of Christian work. The 
Sabbath School is well attended, a.nd all the teachers members of the 
Church. Bible Class encouraging. Prayer-meetings full, very earnest, 
<1olemn a.nd devout. Services on Lord's-days are times of joy to us; we 
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have wept to see the people come into His house. Congregations have 
truly increased, and we say feelingly, 'Sweet is the day of sacred rest,' etc. 
Our warmest thanks .we publicly give to the brethren who have kindly 
come and preached to us during the year. We have lo!t Bro. Taylor, aged 
93; his death was most triumphant. It was no small privilege to hear his 
dying testimony, to witness his faith and hear his blessing. Two have been 
baptized and we are looking forward for others to follow. May the Lord 
bless all the Ministers and Church members of this Association, and extend 
its usefulness." 

Kenninghall.-This Church writes: "We desire to record the good
ness and lovingkindness of God in keeping us in the bonds of peace and 
unity. Our beloved Pastor has been graciously sustained by the dear 
Lord-although caused to walk in the path of tribulation by sickness and 
death in his home-and helped to proclaim the old, old Gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ in its sweetness, to the strengthening of His 
people. We realise that there is a work of grace going on in the hearts of 
some that meet with us, and we are yearning for the power of the Holy 
Spirit to be made manifest in others, for 'It is not by might nor by 
power, but by My Spirit saith the Lord.' Our prayer services are cheer
ing and soul-refreshing seasons, and we can truly say the Lord bas 
answered prayer ; for at the commencement of the year we sought the 
Lord to bless our cause financially, and He has abundantly supplied our 
needs. May the Lord grant the desire of our hearts spiritually. Our 
Pastor preaches at South Lopham Mission Chapel on Sunday afternoons 
and Thursday evenings to fair congregations, and our earnest plea is that 
the Lord may bless this sphere of labour that many may be constrained to 
say, ' Come ye that fear the Lord, and I will declare what He hath done 
for my soul.' Our humble prayer is that the Lord will abundantly bless 
these meetings from all points, and that each Church may receive a bap
tism of the Holy Ghost. 

" 'For void of that, we ne'er shall see 
Days of sweet prosperity.' " 

Ipswich.-These friends write: "The past year has been a very pros
perous one, and the Spirit of God has been manifest in our midst. The work 
of the Lord in all its branches bas been characterized by prayerfulness, and 
all services, prayer-meetings included, well 11ttended. The Sunday School 
is increased considerably, the Gospel Helpers' meetings have been seasons 
of refreshing, and the Sunshine Committee have done good work in visi
tation; cheering reports have reached us through this medium. The 
Mission Station at Whitton is receiving the signal blessing of the Lord; 
services are held every Tuesday evening-, conducted by our Pastor ; 
arrangements have also been made for holding a service on Sunday even
ings, which is receiving fair support. The meetings for women, conducted 
by the Pastor's wife, have proved a blessing to many. The Men's Bible 
Class, conducted by our Pastor, is held in the large vestry and exceedingly 
well attended on Sunday afternoons. The Women's Bible Class, held in 
the same place a.a hour later, and presided over by the Pastor's wife, is 
doing a. good a.ad useful work. Our school accommodation being too 
strait, we are ma.king use of the Chapel House for teaching. Our Pastor, 
who has a. burning zeal for the proclamation of the Gospel and the salva
tion of souls, has been greatly encouraged by having seals to his ministry, 
and graciously helped in promulgating those truths so dear to us all. We 
thank God for sending him to us, and trust he may have health and 
strength to work amongst us many years for the Master." 
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Lowestoft.-"Dee.r Brethren,-We as a Church offer to God prayer 
,combined with praise. The past ye&r has not been without its signs of 
Divine blessing. The Gospel has been most faithfolly preached by our 
beloved Pastor, and God's children have been blessed. .J..s a Church, we 
would pray earnestly for Divine guidance, for the spirit of Christian love 
one towards another, and that God's work may be successfully carried on 
under His direction during the coming year. The Sunday School is well 
attended, and good work is being done. We invite the earnest prayers of 
the Associated Churches on our behalf at a time when our much esteemed 
Pastor is leaving us. May the Lord bless him wherever he goes, is the 
prayer of the members who regretfully lose him." 

Otley.-This Church sendeth greetings in the name of Him that liveth, 
.and wa~ dead, and is alive for evermore, and record : " Time has run 
another yearly round, and brought us to the period when we fay before you 
a statement of our experience as a Church. The past year has been one 
-of changing scenes, of light and shadow, of ups and downs, We are still 
without a Pastor, and are earnestly seeking and praying for Divine 
guidance in this matter, and sincerely hope the Lord will in His own way 
and time send us a man of His own choice. During the past year we have 
had seasons of spiritual refreshment ; brethren have visited us who have 
preached the Gospel faithfully and acceptably, and our prayer-meetings 
have been profitable, soul-elevating, and encouraging. We have also had 
-0ur times of depression, yet, as we look back, we have much to be thankful 
for, seeing that our God is more than equal to all our needs. Is not the 
life we are trying to live the life of faith on the Son of God? Then it 
means the death of all hope in anything short of Him. He can in
-crease our faith by the trial of faith, and make all things work together for 
good to them that love Him. Our congregations a.re better of late, and 
the Sunday School improving~ Bro. Roe, our senior deacon, is passing 
through an a.ffiictive dispensation, but we hope he is gradually recovering. 
Thus, surveying our past experience and present position, we gather hope 
and think of the infinite power, the boundless resources, the unerring wis
dom, and euperabounding grace of our ever-loving Lord and Kiag. In 
-conclusion we would humbly pray for a.II the Churches, as for our own, '0 
Lord, revive Thy work in our midst, and in ea.eh of our hearts.''' 

Stonham Parva.-The greetings from this Church are cordial, and 
desire the blessing of the Lord upon these gatherings. These brethren 
write : " With thankfulness we acknowledge the goodness of the Lord 
through a.noLher year. We are in peace and blast with a faithful ministry, 
by which believers are helped and sinners warned. Our services are well 
attended, and prayer-meetings sustained by brethren whoe~ hearts br~a~he 
.a spirit of earnest prayer. We are glad to say there a.re signs of. rev1vrng 
in our midst· three a.re before the Church, and others, WEI behave, are 
.inquiring the 

1

way and plan of salvation. We miss the assistance of _two 
friends, who, in the providence of God, have been removed ~rom the ne1g:h
bourhood • in the Sunday School th&y ea.eh conducted a. Bible Clase with 
marked edccese. We are glad to note the increase in our School, for which 
we need more tea.chers. Our prayer is that we may still prove how good 
,it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." 

ROBERT BANKS A.1'D SON, Pll.I1'TEBB1 LONDON, E,C, 
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