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" ID'aught of t~~ ~or~." 
EPISODES IN THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF 

EDMUND DINHAM (CONTINUED). 

TRANSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR OF "A MEMOIR OF RICHARD KNIGHT." 
" The Lord killeth and maketh a.live; He bringeth down to the grave a.nd 

bringeLh up."-1 Sa.muel ii. 6. 

Tms is the text of a sermon by C. H. Spurgeon, entitled, "An 
Old-fashioned Conversion," which implies the sad admission that 
modern conversions, as a rule, differ from those of former days. 
Time was when the elect and redeemed of God were brought to 
the Saviour by deep and soul-humbling views of the evil of sin ; 
the breadth and holiness of the Law ; and the terrible danger to 
which Christless sinners were exposed. They were " killed " as 
to all creature hope ; impressed with the futility of all attempts 
to pacify an offended God ; and led as humbled, broken-hearted 
sinners to whisper their early confessions of guilt and need to Jesus, 
of whom they heard in the full-orbed gospel which was proclaimed 
from the pulpits of the men of God to whom they listened. 

It is otherwise to-day. Little is said about the claims of God. 
The cross of Jesus, in its glorious relations to the Divine plan of 
mercy, finds feeble representation. The experience which was 
once deemed essential, is but little insisted on, and a welcome 
to Church fellowship is extended to all who "are religiously and 
devoutly disposed ''-in many instances without their being able 
to tell when and how the Lord Jesus became " a living reality " to 
them, and savingly precious to their immortal souls. 

Oh for pastors and deacons who insist on a good confession 
from those who are to join our Churches, and who "see ''-to 
ciuote John Kent-" sweets in the Gospel" because their hearts 
were broken by the application of the Law to their consciences! 

When this was the case other sections of the Church disliked 
us, but they could not despise us; while the truly spiritually 
minded were sure to hear in our chapt1ls testimony which com-

VoL. LXIV. JANUARY, 1908. B 
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mended itself to their judgments, and which often came with the 
grace, unction, and power of the Holy Ghost to their hearts. 
·whether it is so now let the wise in heart decide, and if such is 
not the case, how important to inquire what the means were which 
in our fathers' time obtained so large a measure of the sanction 
and smile of God. 

With the conviction that the recital of these episodes in the 
life of a good Strict Baptist of former years, may haply promote 
this end, we resume the simple story. 

THE TIME OF THE FIRST LO\'E. 

Very precious to the living children of God is the ·memory of 
the days when first they knew the Lord, and their hearts glowed 
with the fervent affection which a realised interest in His wonder
ful love inspires. 

Elim, the first resting-place in the homeward journey, was then 
reached (Ex. XY. 22). The new song which grace had put in their 
mouth was for the first time sung (Psa. xl. 3), and the mists which 
had obscured the glory hills was for the time uplifted, and to 
faith's far-seeing eye the golden gates appeared. In this con
dition of heart and mind we left this happy learner in the school 
-0f God in our last number. 

"And now,'' he continues, "my heart being enlarged, I could 
but attempt to 'tell to sinners round what a dear Saviour I had 
found.'" 

This was surely commendable, and accorded with the spirit of 
those who of old felt that they " could but speak of the things 
which thev had seen and heard.'' Yet this form of zeal should be 
regarded ~ith the utmost caution by those who, as yet, are little 
acquainted with the subtlety of our great spiritual Enemy, who 
-0ften makes this very enthusiasm an occasion for spreading his 
unsuspected snares. All ministry, whether public or private, 
should have a "thus saith the Lord" for its warrant; otherwise 
the earnestness which seems so beautiful is often but fleshly effort 
-a manifestation of the energy of pious nature, which leads to 
collapse and failure of the vilest character. Many could corrobo
rate the assertion that the saddest castaways-the most abandoned 
backsliders and apostates-the most audacious and impious enemies 
-0f the cross of Christ, were once foremost in their noisy attempts 
to convert others to religion, and to induce them, by the force of 
their own persuasiveness, to give their hearts to God and believe at 
,once in Christ. 

Though assailed with this danger, our friend, however, was 
-early led to see his folly. 

"My zeal in this was a great deal in excess of my knowledge. 
As I had afterwards to learn, I was building far more on the 
fleshly mind than on the Word of God. I at first imagined that if 
I could but gain the ear of those I loved in the flesh I should 
surely win their hearts. I ought, I thought, to take Jesus with 
me wherever I went, and speak well of His name, or it would 
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amount to being ashamed of Him, the thought of which waH 
dreadful to me." 

That such impulses are gracious who can doubt? Rut i E 

unwisely followed out they may not only fail to effect good, hut 
do actual injury to the cause of God and truth. Hence we an" 
admonished that it is only words in season which are "good" ~ 
"like apples of gold in pictures of silver." The testimony of ;t 

quiet and consistent life is often far more effective than noisy 
rebukes and ill-timed counsels, which not unfrequently proceed 
from natural pride and vanity, and are far from being prompted 
by the Spirit of God within. 

This our friend proved. " I was often, as it were, ' giving that 
which was holy to the clogs, and casting my pearls before swine,' 
as I found it when they ' trampled these under foot ' and ' turned 
and rent ' my heart with their hard speeches and derision of the 
things I loved" (Matt. vii. 6). 

This led to painful conflicts. " And my conscience was often 
:Soiled through my poor, irritable temper being so ruffled by these 
arguments and altercations. Of this the great Enemy took 
.advantage. 

'' I, however, eventually found this a source of spiritual profit, 
.as. I learned by degrees that the same mercy which I had obtained 
must be bestowed on all who are to believe unto life eternal ; that 
faith' ' is the gift of God ; ' and that He will take His own time in 
imparting it, to the praise of the glory of His own grace." 

This, dear reader, as an abstract truth, seems simple and 
obvious·, but it is one which we are slow to learn. There is a form 
-of pride which craves the credit of making others pious-of 
"winning souls,'' according to the popular phraseology of the day, 
and so obtaining the praise which the natural heart covets. To 
fight as one of a royal regiment without the King's commission is 
high disloyalty, if not treason. To work in the Lord's vineyard 
without His authority is to trespass on !!is private ground. 
Hence the necessity for prayer that we may not run unsent, and 
to wait the bugle-call to duty lest we should be only officious 
intruders rather than loyal servants doing His will by His com
mand, and assured of His sanction and blessing. 

Such experience, we believe, endeared to Edmund Dinham tlw 
lines of Charles Paice, which we have often heard him repeat as 
his favourite hymn :--

" Ah, but for free a.nd sovereign gra.oe I still ha.d Ii ved estranged from God. 
Till hell ha.d proved the destined place of my deserved but dread a.bode. 

But oh ! a.ma.zed, I see the hand that stopped me in my wild career. 
A miracle of grace I sto.nd ; the Lord hath taught my heart to fear. 

To fear Hi& name, to trust His grace, to learn His will be my employ, 
Till I shall see Him face to face, Himself my heaven, Himself my joy." 

"THY PEOPLe SHALL BE ,ff PEOPLE." 

Another episode of a different character now_ claims atte~1tiou. 
·Our friend, it will be remembered, had, ere this, wholly discon
tinued his connection with the Established Church, and was a seat-
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holder and constant attendant at Gower Street chapel under the 
ministr>· of Henr)· Fowler (1779-1838). 

He was a deeply exercised minister of the gospel who was 
singular!)· ownl"d and blessl"d of God. Like Barnabas, he was a 
true " son of consolation " to the tried and exercised among the 
household of faith. He endured a great fight of affliction, but 
came off "more than conqueror" at the last, shouting "Victory 
through the blood of the Lamb ! " He was buried in Bunhill 
Fields Cemetery on Christmas Day, 1838. , None of his prose 
TITitings are, that we know, extant. He, however, wrote several 
h)·mns-not, ,Ye think, of the highest merit, though the one 
preserwd in the collections of Denham, Mote, and James \V ells is 
"·idely known and loved. It doubtless affords a just idea of the 
pastoral teaching which at this time proved so profitable to our 
friend. Who has not sung it with sacred delight? 

"Ye pilgrims to Zion, the chosen of God, whose spirits a.re filled with 
dismay, 

Since ye have eternal redemption through blood, ye cannot but hold on 
your way." 

In 1838 his health gave ,my, and for some while, both before 
and after his death, "the pulpit was supplied by many good and 
gracious men, mostly from the country, among whom,'' as our 
friend's narrative states, "the most blessed to my soul, next to Mr. 
Gadsby, were S. Turner, of Sunderland, John Warburton, of Trow
bridge, William Tite, of Potton, Kershaw, of Rochdale, and 
Shorter, of Stratton,'' who afterwards became his personal and 
close friend. 

In the present day, when the favour of such ministries as these 
is large!)· withheld from the living people of Go_d, we read the 
names of these honoured servants of God with holy wonder at tho 
priYileges then enjoyed. "These," says our friend, "I sincerely 
lon:'d for the truth's sake." 

·· Ere long I felt a desire to be united with the Church. The 
deacons, however, advised me to prayerfully wait awhile, and I 
felt more attached to them and the other members, for their pru
dence and faithfulness. I afterwards found that they had kept 
their eye on me, watching whether I ' abode by the stuff,' in 
pursuance of their dear Pastor's counsel to afford all applicants 
ample time 'to swnmer and winter ' rather than to hurry any into 
taking so solemn and important a step. Soon after this he passed 
tu his eternal rest, his loss being greatly deplored by his bereaved 
Chnrch and people." 

SwEET ARE THE UsEs OF AornmnTY.-1 have had many and 
sharp conflicts with the enemy of late; and every member and 
feature of the old man have been discovered in the furnace. But 
before enlargement we are straitened ; before fresh discoveries and 
bright Yiews, we are in darkness; eold, dry, barren, and stiff 
frames go before fresh anointings; bitterness promotes appetite, 
an<l precedes the banquet; and cold neglect goes before the sweetest 
ki:-;ses.-JJ 1111.tinglun. 
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AN INEXHAUSTIBLE HUPPLY. 

BY E. i\frrcHELL. 
"For it pleased the Father that in Him should a.II fulness dwell."-Col. i. 19. 

"AND God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven 
to divide the day from the night ; and let them be for signs, ancl 
for seasons, and years." Believing that the record of creation, 
beyond its literal meaning, is designed to convey moral and spiritual 
instruction,"' we would seek to use this recurring season for our 
spiritual benefit. The commencement of another year naturall.v 
calls us to serious reflection. How rapidly Time rolls by, and 
whither is it carrying u;;? Many that we knew and loved have 
left us for "the GREAT BEYO;,/D ! " Where are we, and what is our 
hope? 

How soon may we be called to pass away off the stage of Time 
and enter upon the solemn realities of Eternity. 

Eager expectation of better things is natural to youth, but the 
passing of the years has disillusioned not a few of us. We have 
learned by experience that life is trying, and that necessities are 
many, Yaried and urgent. Past experiences sometimes make us 
tremble with respect to what the future may bring. What will be 
the character of the year upon which we are entering? \,Yhat will 
i.ts days disclose? As these thoughts engage our mind and, it may 
be, press upon and depress our spirits, with what relief do we turn 
to our stronghold, the inexhaustible fulness, to meet every demand 
we may make upon it. This is the sufficiency that dwells in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever the exigencies of the coming rear 
may be, they shall surely be supplied from this abounding treasury. 
We have here a stout staff on which to lean as we pursue the saints' 
pathway of tribulation. 

I. 
ALL BLESSINGS ARE HERE TRACED TO THEIR PRIME S01.:RCE-" the 

good pleasiire of the Father." Insisting as we do upon the atone
ment of Christ and the reconciliation of the Cross as essential to 
salvation, we are not unfrequently accused of presenting God in a 
harsh light? This we can but trust arises from ignorance of our 
teaching, otherwise it would be a wilful calumny. We teach that 
love was before blood, and the Cross, with all that flows therefrom, 
arises from the "yood pleasure" of the FATHER. 

No other source of blessing could possibly be found. If the 
question be put why any sinner is saved? or better, because per
sonal, why have I been saved 7 the only possible answer is, " Ewn 
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight.'' " It is according 
to the good plea~ure of His will." Perforce, therefore, 

" The streams of love I trace up to the fouota.io, God, 
And fn His sacrod bosom see etern11.l thoughts of love to me." 

The tracing up of the streams of mercy to their Fountain Ht,ad fills 

• Paul employs the first oomma.nd, "Let there be light," to illustrate the 
Holy Spirit's enlightening operations in the minds of His peo~le. ·• For God 
who oomma.oded tha light to shine out of darkness," etc. (2 Oar. 1v. 6). 
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the soul "-ith hol~- adoration, and we unite with Paul in his doxology 
-" Blessed be the God and Father 0£ our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lwth hlessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ, according as He hath chosen us in Him before the founda
tion of the world." What ardour of love inspires the breast as the 
good pleasure of God toward us in Christ is spiritually appre
hended. In this atmosphere doubt expires and the soul is graciously 
uplifted to wonder, love and praise. 

The Fathcr'i; good plcas111·c is made known to 1is only in Christ. 
Apart from the l\Iediator, no ray of favour falls upon guilty man. It 
is Hi., plca:<nre that all the fnlncss should dwell in His dear Son. 
In this He both consults His own glory and recompenses the 
appointed Surety for His great work. Infinite wisdom is herein 
displayed. Yea, e,-en- divine perfection shines in beauteous splen
dour, e,-en as all the primary colours are seen in beautiful harmony 
when the bow is painted on the cloud. Are the people of God 
chosen '! Ther are chosen in Christ. Are they blessed ? They 
are blessed in Hirn. Have t)1ey redemption? It is in Him 
the~- haw it. They are accepted in the Beloved. Their sonship
stands in Him, and they are heirs 0£ God-joint-heirs with Christ. 
Their aceess to God is through Him, and, in a word, "All the £ul
ness dwells in Him," and therefore there is nothing outside of 
Christ but sin, misery, curse and death. Hence Paul's intense 
expresRion-" That I may be found in Him." All who seek bless
ings elsewhere labour in vain and spend their strength for nought. 
But none who seek them in Him are ever disappointed. 

II. 
THE FFLc\ESS THAT DWELLS IK CHRIST claims our attention. 
On this we can say but little in the space at our disposal. The· 

te.xt is an epitome of the Gospel. This £ulness will be unfolding to, 
the eternal ages, ever-telling yet never fully told. "In Rim dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,"aud ''we are made full in Him."· 
There is all fulness in Him personally, as He is God and man in 
one Person. There is fulness in the offices He holds and discharges 
and in the covenant relations that He sustains. There is a suffi
~iency in His sacrifice to remorn all our guilt and take out every 
stain, an amplitude in His righteousness to justify, and efficacy in 
His holiness to sanctify all His people. There is in our Lord Jesus 
Christ everything "·e can need both £or time and eternity, and 
superabundantly. 

It is an abiding ful,u,i;i;. It dwells in Christ. The word 
"du:ell" is thus defined-" t;J settle dow;1 in a fixed dwelling; to, 
dwell fixedly in a place."'' It is the good pleasure of the Father 
that it should thus dwell in the Son. He is the divinely appointed 
Repository for all the blessings God has designed. to bestow upon 
Hi:;; pPnple. In the first creation God gaYe man all natnral bless
ings 111 earthly places in lfo; federal head-Adam. When he £ell,. 
nil of these were forfeited. In the new covenant God has bestowed 

• Bullinger's Concordance. 
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upon us " all spiritual blessings in hea?Jenly placel!." These are 
stored for us in our new covenant Head-the last Adam. Here 
they are safe. Satan cannot now so much as attack our Lord. He 
was permitted to du this when our Lord was on earth and was com
pletely foiled in every attempt. He may play havoc with our enjoy
ments with his temptations, but the blessings are all secure in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And when our foe has cleaned us out of all our 
comforts, we can go to the storehouse and get a fresh supply. It i,, 
our happiness to know that all the fulness abide,; in our Lord and 
that He is ever ready to supply our needs. 

The storehouse is approachable. Our great Head is man as 
well as God. He is our brother born for adversity. We decline to 
consider absolute Deity. Our God is God in Christ. vV e would 
view Him only as He has revealed Himself in the Son of His love. 
We refuse to make the attempt to climb nature's ladder to find 
nature's God. Immanuel-God with us, God revealed in our nature 
-is He with whom we deal. To our Lord Jesus Christ we go for 
every blessing we need. He is nigh and not far off. In Him is 
stored all the fulness, and He stands pledged by His own word to 
supply our needs. "Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and ye 
shall find: knock, and it shall be opened unto you,'' are His own 
gracious words. 

The supply is undirninishable. The storehouse is ever open, 
increasing millions are constantly drawing upon its resources, but 
it remains as full as ever and will continue so to all eternity. _-\.II 
the ransomed that have trodden this earth have lived upon this 
store. All who are now treading "tribulation's thorny maze" find 
here all they require. All who have "gotten the victory,'' and 
"entered into the joy of their Lord," derive all their happiness from 
the same sacred source. Therefore, whatever the year upon which 
we are entering may disclose of sorrow, trial, temptation, affliction, 
poverty, or bereavement, even though death itself may be awaiting 
us just round the corner, we have no cause for fear, and should not 
allow despondency a place in our minds. On the contrary, let our 
hope abound, for all that awaits us of need will but serve as oppor
tunities for the gracious and eternal Spirit to unfold to us the pro
vision made for us in Christ Jesua and in supplying our needs out 
of His abounding fulness reveal the Father's love more clearly and 
fully and cause us to " rejoice in God our Saviour." With such an 
inexhaustible supply to draw from as our necessities require, a glad, 
cheerful, optimistic frame becomes us at this time. 

" Thus fa.r we prove that promise good which Jesus ratified with blood; 
Still He is gracious, wise and just, a.nd still in Him let Israel trust." 

A KINDLY JuDGMENT.-1 am far from thinking that there are only two 
or three in this kingdom that preach Jesus. I believe there to be a goodly 
number, perhaps as many as there were in the time of Bunyan ; but they 
look but few when compared with the host that annually run, and are sent 
out from Colleges, whose preaching is neither law nor gospel, but a m1;"{ture 
of goApel truth with that which is no better than heathen morahty.
H. Fowler. 
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YIGILANCE : A WORD FOR THE NEW YEAR 

BY A. E. REALFF, LEICESTER. 

"Be vigilant."-1 Peter v. 8. 

"The world is very evil ; the times are growing late ; 
Be sober and keep vigil. The Judge is a.t the gate." 

-Bernard of Morlaix, translated by J.M. Neale. 

DANGER signals have recently been waved in these pages warning 
all thoughtful readers to be ever on their guard against the 
machinations of Satan. Impressed with the importance of these 
monitions, we would notice what the Scriptures further say on this 
great subject, and what should be our attitude and action in 
relation to our adversary, the devil, and the peril to which his craft 
and subtlety continually give rise. 

The great Duke of Wellington, when asked how it was that he 
had become "the victorious general who never lost a battle," re
plied, " That it was at least partially attributable to the fact that he 
never despised the enemy or v,nderrated his power." Is not this 
the reason-or one reason-why the devil is accomplishing so 
much mischief in the present day ? Many professing Christians 
entirely ignore him, and continually speak and act as though he 
had ceased to exist as a personal entity, and that all that survives 
is only " the influence of evil ! " Some even deny that there is 
or ever was a personal devil, and that the word is employed in the 
Bible simply as a figure of speech, a personification of the adverse 
moral force which opposes and oftim frustrates men iri their 
endeavours to be and do the right. 

Surely, however, it was more than mere "evil influence'' which 
"brought death into the world, and all our woe." Certainly, what 
our Lord overcame in the Wilderness must have been more than 
this. 

In 1 Thes. ii. 18 the Apostle says; "Satan hindered us." In 
2 Cor. xii. he says, "There was given to me a thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan, to buffet me." In 2 Cor. ii. 11 we have 
these remarkable words, "Lest Satan should get an advantage of 
us: for we are not ignorant of his devices."''' How can. su~h 
language be deemed applicable to a mere influence? Agam, m 
Eph. vi. we are exhorted thus : "Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil." 

Thus far Paul. Let us now see what his inspired brother
apostle has to say : 

" BE SOBER, BE VIGILANT j 

because your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour; whom resist, steadfast in the faith" 
(1 Pet. v. 8, 9). 

The language here employed demands special attention. 

* This word represents the Greek term "noema," a thought or a plan which 
has been elaborated and thought out. " Wiles " here stands for the word 
"inethodeia," a fraudulent artifice or stratagem. The employment of both these 
words demonstrates the actual personality of Satan. 
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" Be .~o1Je1'. '' This the learned and devout Dean Alford renders 
thus: "Be of temperate mind, as opposed to intoxication with the 
anxi~tios of this life. This is essential to firm resistance; for he only 
who 1s thus sober stands steadfast.'' The tense of the verhs being 
the Aorist, Dr. Plumptre in the " Cambridge Bible for Schools'' 
states that it "implies an immediate act." We need to be prompt 
in our resistam:e, and to act at the very moment the enemy ap
proaches. And (this author adds) "Sober is defined by Greek 
ethical writers as implying the harmony of the affections and desires 
with the reason." 

"Be ,,;igil anl." This again enforces watchfulness ; but while the 
former has an internal aspect, this respects exte1'nal action. Be
lievers have both a treacherous nature within, which is always 
willing to admit the foe ; and onslaughts are made on them from 
without. Hence, therefore, this two-fold watchfulness is here 
enjoined."' 

" Your adversa1"y the devil.'' His name Satan means this, 
but here another word is used, antidikos, an opponent in a 
Law-court. 

How strikingly this character of the wicked one is shown in 
Zech. iii. ! The word devil (diabolos) signifies slanderer, accuser, 
caluminator. Thus in the Book of Revelation he is termed "the 
accuser of the brethren ; " also Abaddon and Apollyon, both of 
which signify Destroye1·. 

"As a roaring lion;" concerning whom it has been well said 
that he " insatiably seeks our destruction, and no prey satisfies 
him.'' What a mercy to be assured that the sinners' Friend and 
Advocate, the " Captain of our salvation," " the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah," is stronger than he and must prevail! Hence the 
encouraging exhortation that follows. 

" Whom resist, steadfast in the faith." The same word occurs 
in Jas. iv. 7 and Eph. vi. 13. The word "faith" is here probably 
used in its subjective and not in its objective sense, and represents 
personal trust in God rather than unwavering confidence in 
the reliability of revealed truth. How important is this 
injunction. 

A well-known passage from Latin1er's "Sermon on the plough" 
is here in point. " Will ye know who is the most diligent prelate 
and preacher in all England ? It is the devil. He is never out of 
his benefice or absent from his parish. You will always find hini 
at home ; nor is he ever from his plough." Thus-

'· A constant watoh he keeps, he eyes us night and day; 
He never slumbers, never sleeps, lest he should lose his prey." 

Proteus, a character in the old-world mythology, was accredited 
with the power of changing his shape in an instant into any for?-1 
he chose. In Satan, this a wild fiction finds its correspondence m 
solemn spiritual fact. At one time "a raging beast of prey" ; at 

•.Alford suggests that Peter was thinking of His Lord's words in the garden: 
"What, could ye not watoh with Me.one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation."-Matthew xxv1. 4:0, 41. 

B 
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another crawling softly as "a crooked serpent" (Isa. xxvii. 1) ; 
though then is he no less Leviathan still--the monster of the infernal 
depths; "a dragon,'' "an angel of light," a pitiful sympathiser, 
the accuser of the hrethren, a roaring lion, a gentle lamb, and 
all often in rapid succession. But if 

"Satan appears almost divice. in innocenco and love, 
Still the old serpent lurks within when ho n.,sumcs the dove." 

Hencr we have ventured to impress what may seem to be well
worn truths on the hearts and consciences of our spiritually-minded 
readers. 

SECRETS; OR, HOMELY THOUGHTS ON MATTERS 
OF MOMENT.-PART I. 

BY CLARISSA."' 
" When true hearts lie withered and fond ones a.re flown, 

Oh, who would inhabit this bleak world a.lone?" 
·• Christianity alone affords the highest form of friendship."-DAVID THOMAS, 

SECRETS have a charm which attracts us all. Naturally curious, we 
are gratified to hear, or to be able to relate, "some new thing." We 
are pleased when others so confide in us that we know facts of 
which few are informed, as it proves that we are deemed worthy 
of such trust. 

Historically they form an interesting subject. Many facts, once 
well known, have become secrets. History has sealed her inexor
able lips as to the identity of " the man in the iron mask ; " and the 
literary puzzle as to the authorship of "J unius's Letters '' remains 
unsolved. 

The arts and sciences have their secrets. The process by which 
the Egyptians hardened the copper of which the instruments with 
which their carvings were executed, is to-day unknown. The 
shell-fish called the murex is still found on the coasts of Tyre, but 
how the world-famed purple dye was obtained from it is a wholly 
lost art. Many old and almost priceless Cremona violins still exist 
-the production of the Amatis, Straduariuses, and others in the 
seventeenth century-but how their varnish, "which still glows 
with a lustre like the glory of the setting sun on an Italian lake," 
was manufactured is again a secret possessed by none. These 
things were at one time known at least to some, but all who were 
aware of the truth have passed away, and each seems to repeat the 
words of "Junius "-before referred to-" My secret is mine and it 
shall die with me." 

Of such secrets it is, however, not now our intention to write, 

"' The Editor craves e. kindly and appreciative reception for this graceful and 
thoughtful pa.per, which it were needless to say is the _production of a feminine 
pen. We are mistaken if its authoress does not obtain considerable attention by 
the striking character of her thoughts, the truly poetical order of her mind, 
and the beauty of her diction. Personally we hail her article as a refreshing 
contrast to much that is offered for our consideration. In her aecond pa.per the 
subject will be presented in its more definitely religious aspect .• 
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but oI thmie which form an essential element in our own irnlivi
duality; of which they are a part. They are therefore imieparable 
from our personal consciousness, and of all our possessions are 
most emphatically ours. Rightly, then, does Miss Havergal tell us 
that 

'' They a.re,our own, our oheriehec1 eeorete, 
Indeetruotible a.rcbivee. 

None ca.n copy, none ca.n etea.l them, 
Dea.th itself she.II not revea.1 them, 

Sa.cred manuscripts of lives." 

Temperament and dispositions greatly vary. To some it is 
natural to be frank and unreserved. It costs them little to take 
others into their confidence, and they will even boast that "they are 
not at all secretive.'' To others, reservation is natural; and they 
habitually keep things back, and hide rather than disclose their 
ieelings. Such, therefore, have many more secrets than others. 
This is not necessarily because the former are more confiding or 
have so much more faith in their fellows; nor that the latter are 
unduly suspicious and distrustful. Rather is it the result of the 
difference of temperament which so largely affects character and 
conduct. 

A medium course is surely desirable. Our own personality 
demands our respect. Reticence is often the part of wisdom. 
Tennyson's "Grandmother'' recalls with pleasure of her son that 
he was "still of his tongue." On the other hand, those who never 
-open their hearts to others, largely debar themselves from the 
privileges and pleasures of friendship. Extreme confidence and 
,extreme caution are therefore both to be avoided. Those who trust 
,others without due consideration and assured knowledge of the 
reliability of their confidants, have often cause to regret their 
,unwisdom; while those who err in another direction and confide in 
110 one, will suffer the sorrow of unsympathetic isolation. They 
that cannot trust will never be trusted. 

Our personal secrets vary in their importance. Of some, our 
-closest friends know nothing, and others have no conception. 

" We a.re spirits ola.d in veils; ma.n by ma.n was never seen ; 
All our deep communion fails to remove the shadowy screen." 

Many of our deepest thoughts and feelings cannot be put into 
,words, as they exceed our powers of expression. Such are the 
secret hopes which buoy us up wh,m circumstances have every 
tendency to cast us down, or the fears and forebodings of which 
,it would be folly to speak ; or those mysterious intuitions of attrac
tion and repulsion of which we are conscious, and by which we are 
_greatly influenced, but which we often cannot understand ourselves 
-much less define and impart to others. 

From this often springs the grief of being misunderstood. We 
,often cannot explain our attitude and actions in relation to certain 
matters, and our silence is misinterpreted and hard and unjust 
thoughts about us are cherished. 

This inability to express what is passing in our minds and 
hearts is thus to many a source of real sadness. This the poet 
,knew wh0 sang so sadly of his own enforced silence : ~ 
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.. Bree.k, bree.k, break, on thy cold gre.y stones, 0 sea, 
And I would that my tongue could utter the thoughts the.t e.rise In me." 

Almost f.'qual in importance to our own personal secrets are 
those which have been confided to us by others. In real friendship 
there mnst be trust, which will vary in proportion to its strength 
and quality. Abraham is spoken of as "the friend of God," and 
it seems as if God recognised and acknowledp;ed the claims of 
friendship when He said "Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do?" Jesus Christ, speaking to His disciples, said, "I 
have called :mu friends: for all things that I have heard of My 
Father I have made known unto vou." 

The secrets of friendship si10uld be regarded as sacred and 
should alwa~-s be kept inviolate. Treachery is despicable, and a 
false friend is worthy of utter contempt. What mournful words 
are those of David, '' l\'Iine own familiar friend in whom I trusted, 
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. If 
it had been an enemy, then I could have borne it, but it was thou, 
a man mine equal, my guide and mine acquaintance ; we took sweet 
counsel together, we walked unto the house of God in company.'' 
Deeply wounded though he must have been, who would not rather 
be the betrayed friend than the traitor Ahithophel? 

The secrets of friendship are locked away by memory among her 
most cherished treasures. Changes occur ; years may pass away ; 
leagues of distance may sever; but these will still constitute a 
living bond of union which nothing can dissolve. Looking back 
into the past we shall often say, 

" Oh. the hidden leaves of life 
Closely folded in the heart, 

Leaves where memory's golden finger, 
Slowly pointing, loves to linger, 

Leaves which bid the old tears start." 

THE ScHoOL oF ExPERIENCE.-Every servant of God must be a 
partaker of "the afflictions of the gospel'' (2 Tim. i. 8). If a man 
be a stranger to the afflictions of the gospel, he will be of little use to 
the Church of God ; for God's tried servants are always most blessed 
to his children. "Whether we be affiicted, it is for your consola
tion.'' It is not simply outward trials, but inward trials, and fre
quent!~- outward trials also, that, under God, make a man's testi
mony shine like a brilliant star in the Church of God.-Henry 
Fo1rler. 

THE SECRET OF HoLINEss.-" Nothing will deaden a man to the 
passing, guil<led scenes of time and sense, but a discovery of the 
substantial, unfading beauties of Jesus Christ. This will make a 
man set little store of the things of time and sense. A man may 
look at the shortness of life and the certainty of death ; he may 
consider the law's threatenings and the terrors of hell-fire ; but 
these will not mortify sin. 'If ye through the Spirit do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live.' ''-Ii. Fowler. 
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THE HIRELING'8 WAYS AND WAGE8. 
" And It she.11 come to pass that every one that is left in thine house shall 

come and crouch to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, and 
shall say, ' Put me, I pray thee, Into one of the priest's offices that I may eat 
a piece of bread.' "-1 Sam. ii. 36. 

"It is not so much to whe.t these gentlemen say to which I object, as to 
whe.t they do not say. OmissionR a.re often quite e.s 8ignilfoant e.s assertions."-
0ALEB BIRD, of Margate. 

MANY of our ministerial brethren are men of whom we may justly 
be proud. Their natural ability would have secured them good 
positions in the world ; but they have sacrificed all other prospects 
for the Redeemer's service. They are experimental Christians and 
do not shrink from letting it be known from time to time that they 
have a spiritual history, some of the incidents of which they do not 
shun to advance to the glory of God and the encouragement of His 
people, assured that-

" No news can suit e. ruined race but sovereign, free, eternal grace : 
No other gospel can impart joy, pee.co, and comfort to the heart." 

They therefore roll out these soul-enriching tidings of joy with 
all fulness and impartial emphasis, "whether men will hear or 
whether they will forbear.'' Mindful of the importance of culture 
they labour hard to remedy the defects of their early education, and 
this for many reasons, but chiefly that "they may be workmen that 
need not to be ashamed; rightly dividing the word of truth." 
They desire to become good theologians that their ministry may be 
edifying; while they spend much time in the Saviour's own 
presence and thus become spiritually redolent of Him "all of whose 
garments smell of myrrh, aloes and cassia." 

Many of them are chronically poor, and find it hard to live. 
Some know that their circumstances would be greatly improved 
could they but be false to their Master and themselves, and accom
modate their message to the taste of the times. But this they will 
not do, come what may. 

Such were the saints of old. " We are not careful, 0 King," 
said the three brave sons of God, "to answer thee in this matter." 
"We will not serve thy gods'' (Dan. iii. 16, 18). 

" George, if you adopt this course you will lose all your friends,'' 
said one to our late brother Murrell, at a crisis in his career. "I 
perhaps may," was the reply. "Be it so if it is God's will ; but I 
am determined to go to heaven alone rather than walk in fellowship 
with any who repudiate His truth." 

" James Wells-a sworn enemy to freewill," is how that great 
man signed the preface to his first work-" a prayer-book "-a 
remarkable production. 

Further back we hear the bold, brave words of the martyred 
Anne Askew :-

" I am not she that list my anchor to let fall, 
For every floating mist my hope's substantial." (1548). 

Far different are certain ministers of whom we wot. They are 
supposed by many who have little spiritual judgruent, to be 
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men of truth, ~·et they gin, undue prominence to the portions of 
Scripture on which Arminians rely for the support of their system. 
In doing this they display no little craft and subtlety. The pro-
pitiation of Christ, they affirm, is "for the sin:, of the whole world'' 
(1 John ii. 2). "He died for all " (2 Cor. v. 15). He "tasted 
death for every man" (Heb. ii. 9), and lest their most unwarranted 
use of such texts-irrespective of their connection and undoubted. 
meaning-should offend the better-taught among their hearers, they 
will say, " This is in the Bible; it is not for me to explain it : I am 
satisfied to take God's sayings as I find them." They frequently 
wind up by entreating their congregation to do as dear Mr. Hart. 
counsels them, and "believe your dying Lord-

" Kever reason more about it, only take Hini at His word.'' 
This is, of course, both a wicked misuse of the letter of the· 

Scriptures and a flagrant misapplication of the sweet poet's words_ 
It is, howewr, evidently done to effect conversions, that such preachers 
may have the credit of preaching a soul-saving gospel, and of 
baptising and adding persons to their Churches. 

The mischief which these men do is incalculable, but the few 
experimental Christians who see the error of this teaching are often 
too timid to raise a remonstrance, or if they venture to speak are 
cried doffn as "troublers in Israel.'' Hence these preachers remain 
unrebuked. 

They also have an equally subtle way of decrying the necessity 
of vital religion, and toning down the same poet's assertion that to 
be " a Christian '' " something must be known and felt.'' 

It is their claim that " they preach the glorious gospel clearly ; 
and enforce the grace of God in its sovereignty, freeness and 
certainty-without hesitation or reservation." 

Here, however, they stop. They never ask their hearers whether 
they know about these things by experience; whether they have 
ever realised them in their own hearts ; and whether the Lord has 
told them that they have been loved "with an everlasting love," 
and drawn with lovingkindness to the Saviour who redeemed them 
with His blood. 

They thus profess to see no occasion for experimental sermons 
which, they allege, have a tendency to make men regard their own 
sinful feelings as the ground of their hope, instead of looking solely 
to the finished work of (;hrist. They therefore tell the people that 
the statements of the Word of God are enough. These, in their 
bare truth, they urg3, claim reliance; but· it is indulging in morbid 
feelings to inquire into the true character of what goes on in their 
bosoms. There is no necessity for insisting on a personal know
ledge, by heart experience and soul realization. It only disturbs 
and distresses a hearer's mind to inquire whether he has any right 
to conclude that he is of the number of God's chosen people. 
" V{hosoever icill" is an elect person and " whosoever won't'' isn't, 
and this is sometimes uttered as if it were a joke and, alas, some 
of whom better things might have been hoped, are found to smile 
at it. 

Thus natural men are amm:ed ; pillows are sewn to the armholes 
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of graceless professors; while "the hungry sheep look up, but are 
not fed." 

The motive of such preachers is obvious. It is, to put it 
plainly, to obtain the suffrage and support of hearer,; of all sort.~. 

Their testimony gratifies those who are acquainted with the 
gospel in its letter only, and find pleasure in hearing it clearly 
proclaimed. "Free-will " they know to be deadly error. " Yea and 
nay'' assertions from the same pulpit and often in the same sermon 
are offensive to their judgmentR from their very absurdity. They 
perforce agree with a great preacher that it is "indubitable" 
"that truth is evermore consistent with itself," and that a gospel 
of contradictions cannot be the gospel of God. Too honest, there
fore, to support a ministry from which their reason revolts, they 
will attend only where the truth is preached, though they may 
know, and desire to know, nothing of its soul-humbling and Christ
exalting power. These are probably far more numerous than many 
might suppose-and the hireling preacher does all he can to secure 
their attendance and contributions. 

A second class are convinced in their judgment of the necessity 
of vital experience, though fully aware that they are destitute of it. 
To be reminded of what they know they lack, fills them with indig
nation, and they loathe a man whose testimony condemns them. 
They do emphatically regard him "as an enemy, because he tells 
them the truth ; " and if they attend his chapel, will resist his 
ministry, and do their best to drive him away. Yet if they are 
but indulged with sermons in which the necessity for heart-work 
finds no place, they fill seats, give money, flatter the man who 
lulls them to sleep, and act as his patrons and friends. Their 
patronage is therefore valuable, and many in our day cater for this 
in the way we have described. 

A third class are true but simple-hearted children of God. 
They have an experience, but it is very shallow. They have some 
knowledge of the truth, but they sorely need that " one teach them 
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God" (Heb. v. 
12). Their consciences are "good'' but feeble as dominant moral 
powers. No growth is perceptible in their characters as Christians. 
For the Philippians, Paul prayed "that their love might abound 
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; that they might 
approve things that are excellent: that they might be sincere and 
without offence till the day of Christ,'' and that "they might be 
filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ ~o 
the glory and praise of God'' (chap. i. 9-11). Those we have ~n 
mind, however, present a perfect contrast to this high ideal. Their 
relig~on is stationary. Of discrimination they have none. One 
minister suits them as well as another, and they accord support to 
to what gratifies them for the time, never dreaming of making the 
Word of God their test of truth. 

These increasingly preponderate in our causes, and, as they 
have money to give and influence to bestow, too many present-day 
ministers make it their business to retain the adherence of these 
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complacent persons b~· sedulously abstaining from advancing truths 
which would give them offence. · 

Here then ·is the sec-ret.-tlrn sad and awful secret of much of 
the defective ministry of the day. 

In conclusion three things mar be obserwd respecting it :-
1. God does not f>mile on it. Witness our empty chapels-the 

statements that are made at anniversary meetings, which full 
often are flagrantly untrue ; and the barrenness of soul, and the 
darkness and depression which-if we were but honest enough to 
admit it-possess the majority of our poor troubled hearts. 

2. We are not 1·espected by other Christians as in days gone by. 
There is little tlmt is distinctive in our religion and belief. This 
makes us more or less contemptible, as all become who lack the 
courage of their convictions. 

" He is such a nice gentlemanly young man," said a fashion
able lady professor, of a member of one of our Churches not long 
since, " you would never guess that he was one of those Strict 
Baptists, unless you were told." Of how many others might not 
this be said ! 

3. From this flows the duty of stating t1·uthf'ully to all whom 
it may concern, our judgment, as in God's sight, of what is con
tinually advanced in our hearing as the gospel. Let the pew 
watch the pulpit ; and hearers speak and write with the candour 
that our fathers manifested. Not for captious criticism do we 
plead; not for the spirit of fault-finding which makes a holy man 
an offender for a word; not for hasty animadversions on what we 
have heard, before we have had time to weigh it in the balances of 
the sanctuary, but for the truth, spoken in love, respecting what 
has been said. Blessing would come to ourselves and others were 
we to "quit us like men," and protest against error and insist on 
the truth as our fathers did in the days of old. 

MINISTERIAL SoucITUDE.-Many times have I feared that my 
labours have been all in vain, but this fear I trust has been ground
less ; and believe that there are living witnesses in proof of it. 
But when I am left in the dark, as I have been very often, and 
have been tempted to think that I have never been Divinely 
sent to speak in God's great name, and have really questioned the 
reality of my own conversion, when thus racked and torn with 
slavish fears, 0 what miserable and wretched feelings have I 
b.een the subject of !-John Warburton, of 'Trowbridge. 

TRUE EXPERIENCE GENDERS CHARITY OF JuDGMENT.-Multitudes 
of religious professors know nothing about " the flesh lusting 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, so that they 
cannot do the things that they would ! '' (Gal. v. 17). If they had 
more of this opposition within, they would neither have time nor 
heart to find so much fault with others. They would have plenty of 
work at home. I know that this is the case with my own soul. I 
have no stone to throw at the vilest wretch either in or out of 
hell.-John Wm·burton, of Trowbridge. 
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JUSTIFICATION. 
A Sermon delivered un Lord's-day Morning, Decembt,· 17th, 1854, at the 

Bupti•t Chapel, Stolce Ash, 

BY CHARLES HILLY 

"Them He also justified."-Rom. viii. 30. 

:! l 

" THAT all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called aceording to His purpose," is here the 
plain and positive assertion of the apostle, and it is advanced 
by him as a foundational remark for the comfort and encourage
ment of tried believers in the Lord Jesus, and as involving all that 
should be needed to ensure their present supply and saff'ty, and 
their final and permanent well-being. But, how often it is easy to 
assent to the truths of the inspired records, but extremely difficult, 
with a fixed and unwavering heart, to say "Thy will, 0 God, be 
done." Vnder the pressure of afflictions, temptations. and ap
parently adverse and distressing circumstances, how prone we 
are to doubt the veracity and faithfulness of our God, to call in 
question His gracious promises, and to ask, How can it be possible 
that this can be for good ? 

The apostle, as if anticipating these misgivings, immediately 
proceeds in the following verses to confirm the proposition by 
directing the mind to the contemplation of six great facts which, as 
solid and substantial pillars, uphold the truth here stated:-
1. Foreknowledge. Every minute, as well as every momentous 
affair, that should transpire in the ages of time, was from the 
beginning most clearly and perfectly comprehended by God ; and 
could there have been anything, at any time, which could in the 
end have issued in the destruction or injury of the godly, the Lord, 
of necessity, must have been aware of it, and its existence would 
have prohibited the utterance of those frequent statements of 
the safety of the saints at all times with which the Scriptures 
abound. 2. Predestination, whlch fixes and secures the same loved 
objects on "the rock of salvation,'' the Lord Jesus Christ, whose 
duration gives them everlasting refuge, whose impregnability 
shelters them from their foes, and whose fulness supplies their 
wants. Who or what shall harm them there? 3. The Pre
eminence and First-born authority of Immanuel, who loved them 
unto death, rose to defend and represent them, and Judah-like, 
pledged His honour to place them safe and sound before His 
Father's face, or bear the blame for ever. He possesses all power 
in heaven and in earth, and will constantly exert it on their behalf. 

• This-which was delivered in the preacher's thirty-fourth year-was his 
first printed sermon. To any who knew him, and recall his mini8try with in
telligent pleasure, it will prove an interesting study. Many phrases to be found 
e.bovo were favourites with Lim to the lllBt-the Judah-pledge, the twin-roses, 
etc. The doctrinal precision, the clearness of distinction, and the wonderful 
beauty of expression which characterised his later ministry are all-in an un
developed form-to be found here. It is remarkable that his first publication 
was this sermon on Justification and his le.et, in 1881, his Circular Letter on 
Be.notification. 
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Their enemies shall know their redeeming Kinsman is mighty to 
saxe. \n1ile Jesus lirns, the saint can never die. 4. Calling. Can 
it be possible that God will ever call a poor, guilty, depraved, and 
sin-loving sinner from the way of transgression, and folly, and 
hell, and cause him to hang, by hope and faith, his soul with all its 
vast and eternal concerns and interests upon His throne, and then 
suffer him to perish? Away with the black, dishonouring thought ! 
Be it far from Him to do so. 5 . • Jnstijication, and 6. Glm·ijication, 
are also guarantees of no feeble character made use of to uphold 
the assertion. We have already on Lord's-days addressed you on 
the four foregoing points. Permit me this morning to call your 
earnest attention to the fifth, viz., "Jnstijication." 

I feel deeply anxious, dear friends, for the Lord's directing 
power and Spirit this morning, as we have to do with a subject of 
vast importance; one which greatly affects our present peace and 
stability, though but little understood by many of the household of 
faith. Is it not lamentable that hundreds who profess the religion 
of Christ, and are hoping for salvation through His blood, are, in a 
great measure, ignorant of the way of salvation? Are they guilt
less in this matter, think you? Verily not. Have they not Bibles, 
and time? and are they not too indolent to study and meditate upon 
them? Will their indifference excuse them ? Is it not essential 
and nMdful to their present welfare to understand and know the 
great facts of godliness? I£ not, why were they revealed? We 
tell you, brethren, that neither God, the Bible, nor their own con
science, palliates or excuses their negligence. "Search the Scrip
tures " is the authoritative command of Zion's lovely Lord ; and he 
that obeys, shall be blessed in the deed ; while those who neglect it 
bring dearth, and barrenness, and sorrow, into their own souls. The 
period assigned for our service forbids our attempting to enter 
largely upon our subject, but we desire to submit a few thoughts 
for your consideration. 

1. Xotice ITS L1IPORT ANOE. It is beyond the province of 
nature and reason to teach how a just, righteous, and holy God, can 
justify unjust, ungodly, rebellious sinners and be just and righteous 
still. And were it not for divine revelation, we might despairingly 
say with one of old, "How can a man be just with God?" But in love, 
mercy, and compassion, Jehovah has revealed this secret of His 
covenant, and in it is exhibited the way of salvation. He that with
out it must have lived and died and perished in his sins, is shown 
the way to escape, is made to tread its blood-besprinkled paths, and 
through its mighty claims will pass the pearly gates of bliss up to 
the throne of the eternal King to see and to sing" The Lord our 
Righteousness." The prominent position this doctrine occupies in 
the oracles of truth, and especially in the writings of Paul, evi
dences the importance attached to it. It appears the choice theme 
of his ministry. How constantly he declares it, and how warmly and 
ably he defends it. It is said that Luther was willing to venture 
the reputation of the Reformation entirely upon its truthfulness. 
And it would have stood the test. And shall we give it up ? No, 
brethren ; let us buy the truth at any price, but never sell it. 
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Again, its importance is founded in this, "It is a fact." How 
often we treat the truths of God as if they were fiction, and for~et 
that they are facts, solemn, massive facts, that can never alter ; for 
truth is eternal; ·whatever else <.'.hanges, truth cannot. The gospel 
is not a tissue of cunningly devised fables, neither are its revela
tions intended to answer a mere mercenary end. It is the testimony 
of heaven, the utterance of God's kindest thoughts and designs, and 
has the redemption of souls in view. 

Ask yon throng of martyrs who sealed their testimony with their 
blood, and that innumerable host who· have come out of great 
tribulation, who with them surround the throne of God and the 
Lamb, if Justification is a fact. Ask those enraged demons who 
have lost their first estate, and suffer hopelessly and eternally. Ask 
their victims who have passed out of this world to rec-eive the 
wages of sin. Ask the man who, under the crosses and cares, 
privations and pains, incidental to his present state, rejoices in the 
hope of final and future peace. Ask the saint who lies on his 
death-bed with the grave, the judgment, and eternity before him. 
Ask your own consciences honestly what is Justification ; and the 
answer, the united answer of heaven, of hell, and of earth will be, 
that it is a "Fact." 

Let us proceed to NOTICE A DISTINCTION-that which exists 
between Justification and Sanctification, as the one is not unfre
quently confounded with the other. It is true, they both originate 
in the same cause, are the effects of the same grace, reveal the 
same interests, and have the same objects; but which of them
selves are nevertheless distinct acts. To our mind thev resemble 
twin roses-on the same stem, that grow from the same ro'ot, and are 
sustained by the same sap, watered by the same shower, and beauti
fied by the same sun-beam; but withal maintain their own indi
viduality and entirety. 

Justification is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and Sancti
fication is the wo1:k of the Holy Ghost. In Justification we are 
entirely passive, but in Sanctification we are active.· We did 
nothing at all towards working out that righteousness by which we 
are justified; but in Sanctification we "work out our salvation 
with fear.and trembling, God working in us both to will and to do 
of His own good pleasure." Justification is an external work; .. 
Sanctification an internal one ; the one is done for us, the other is I 
done in us. Justification is imputed or reckoned to us ; Sanctifi
cation is imparted and implanted in our hearts. By Justification 
we are set free from the guilt of sin, and the just condemnation of 
the law in all its rigorous demands, and we are clothed with the 
wedding· garment. By Sanctification we are delivered from the 
domiilion and bondage of indwelling depl'avit)'; our hearts .ind 
affections are purified, and our relapse into our former course of 
enmity and ungodliness prevented. J,1stificati<:m i~ p~rformed at 
once; Sanrtification is continuous and progressive m its dev~lop
ments. Justification opens the door of the prisone(s, .and of the 
lunatic's cell declares his liberation and asserts his nght to the 
privileges an'd immunities of the fre~-born children of God; while 
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Ranctitication d<'monstrates the criminal llnd tho madman to be 
chan~ed and rf'formed men, and qualified and capacitated to value, 
use, and possess the same without abusing it or being injurious to 
others. 

,Justification is an object of faith, but not of sense. It is an act 
don~ for us in the court of heaven ; and when received, must be 
received b)' faith ; and in the nature of things, if justified at all, 
it must be by faith. Sanctification being an act wrought within 
us, must of necessity be an act of sense and consciousness ; .for we 
cannot be sanctified without feeling it, knowing it, and being active 
in it. It commences with our translation from death unto life, 
intermingles with our whole existence, and is consummated at 
death. Lastly, Sanctification is the evidence of our Justification; J 
for it is one thing to be assured in our belief that the righteousness 
of Christ is amply sufficient to justify the sinner and ungodly, and 
another thing to have the pleasing consciousness that it has justified 
us ; consequentl)' the consciousness which assures us that we are 
sanctified affords us indubitable scriptural evidence that we are 
justified. " There is no condemnation to them who are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit; " and 
walking after the Spirit is Sanctification ; and so Sanctification is a 
certain and incontrovertible evidence of Justification. 

(To be continued). 

llEVIEWS, LITERARY NOTER, ETC. 

The Baptist Almanack and IJirectory 
for 1908, corrected up to the date of 
publication. Price 2d. ; interleaved 
with rnled paper, 4rl. London : .R. 
BA.NKS & SON, Racquet Court, Fleet 
Street, E.C'. 

\VH.A.T we. in common with hundreds of 
ot.twr Editors, s~creraries, Ministers of 
all-work, and De•CQll!I, should do without 
this book we cannot concl'ive. It is not 
only usefnl but indispeneible. This, the 
edition for tbe rapidl.v approaching New 
Year. we have carefully examined and 
our verdict ie-not µerfect, but approach
ing perfection : improvable, bnt mani
festing many important improvements 
11 pon past issues. 

The lists of Societies with which it 
concerns many of us to be acquainted, 
are far more complete than before, and 
show great care in their revision. The 
u•eful feature of the names and locations 
of some of our Pastor.1 not included in 
the Baptist Hand-book has received re• 
newed attention and may be re]iAd on 
as "up-to-date," while the liats of Minis
ters and Church Officers in London and 
the Suburban dibtricts are very reliable. 

As the production of a p1ivate Firm, 
this book always seems to us a marvel of 
energy and enterpriae. 

If, gond reader, you are likel_v to re
quire it during the year we woulrl eay, 
"Don't steal a copy, tha~ would be 
criminal; don't borrow it, thBt would be 
very mean; but huy it honestly, and 
8'> encouraire th,_publishers of this most 
useful production. 
Cheering Words Annual for 1907, edited 

b.v Benjamin John Northfield, 1_96 
pages, tastefully bound iu Cloth Gilt, 
1/·. R. BANKS & SoN, Raoq uet Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C. 

TRUE to its past historv tbi~, the bound 
volumtl of•· ChP.ering Words" for 1907, 
maintains its high cbarac,er among the 
iuexµeneive Magazines of t'te day. The 
contents are varied and interesting, and 
from a literary standpoint are superior 
to thoae of former years. The brevi
ates on the Songsters of Zion are 
especiA.Jly commendable, and will be 
valu·-d by many who are be,zinning to 
realist1 how fascinating a ~tudy hymno
lozv is. 

The mouthy inues ar,:i largely 
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"localised" and this serve admirably 
lo bring our causes and their Ministers 
before the notice of non-church and 
chapel goers in the localities of our 
spheres of ]11,bour. " A verse may reooh 
him whom 11, sermon l!ies," and a taste
fully illustrated booklet may attract 
many who would regard a more direct 
appeal to attend God's house with scant 
respect. 

Very ably has the Editor performed 
his work and thus deserves the sympathy 
and support of all who desire the sal
vation of men and the welfare of the 
Oburcb of Christ. 
Cheering Words Sheet Almanack, illus

trated, One Half-penny; 6d. per dozen. 
R. BANKS AND t:!oN. 

THOUGH run somewhat closely by other 
publications of tbe kind, each of which 
bas its own characteristic excellencies, 
this is noticeable for its open and invit
ing " get up " and the bold type in 
wbich the Calendar is printed. As such 
it has our honest commendation. The 
h,,lf-knowing, half-kindly look of the old 
postman whose picture is given in the 
left-hand bottom corner is captiral. 
SERMONS by ,J. K. Popham, Farncombe 

and Son, 30, Imperial Buildings, E.C. 
283 pages, Cloth, 2/6, by nost 2/10. 

THIS is a volume of able discourses of 
the order originated by William Gadsby 
and carried to perfection by J. 0. Philpot. 
::lave with competent and conscientious 
preachers, such ministry is attended 
with great peril. It gives pNminence 
to the personality of the preacher, who 
is therefore in danger of subordin6ting 
the great facts of the Gospel to his own 
ever-varying frames and feelings. It 
requires neither ability nor preparation 
to talk volubly about oneself, while to 
expound, exemplify and enforce the 
truth, necessitates much previous re
search, meditation and prayer. Hence 
the sermons of some so-called experi
mental preachers are as a rule most un
edifying, a waste of pliy•ical energy to 
the man in the pulpit, and lost oppor
tunities to the hearers in the pews. To 
these the contents of this book, however, 
present an admirable nontrast. Our 
honoured brother is a studious and 
saintly man. With M' Cheyne, his motto 
seems to be, " Beaten oil for the lamps 
of the sanctuary," or " Shall I offer to 
the Lord that which cost me nothing? 

As a whole, the sermons resemble 
music in a minor key, but the prPacher 
is happily not unacquainted with religion 
in its brighter aspect, as the paragraph 
on " serving God with joy " on page 
167 witnesses. More of this testimony 
would, we judge, have improved the 

bo?k, which ~owever will be greatly 
prised and widely read as a literary 
monument of the lahouro of a choice 
and cherished servant of the living God. 

We are total strangers to each other, 

~!~ !~aia~:0 t:~;e~~:e~u~~;o~~e~a~\~J 
real pleasure bnd profit, to realise the 
bleesedne•• of the rrgbteoue and to feel 
how precious is the dear Saviour whom 
the writer trusts has been endeared by 
Sovereign grace to him as well as to the 
preacher whose se1mons he thus honestly 
commends. 
Memorials of Beechen Grove Baptist 

Church, Watford, by Rev. J. Stuart, 
\\;th Portraits and Illustration•. 
London : The Kingsgate Pr~s•, 4, 
Southampton Row. 

THIS deservedly prominent Minioter is 
bv his natural talents and acquired 
ability so far above "us meaner things," 
as Cowper might justly style us, that 
any critical remarks on this work as a 
literary production would be wholly out 
of character in these pages. Tho book 
is worthy of its author : let this suffice. 

It recounts in a vivid way the history 
of an historical Church which has re
mained faithful to its principles since 
1719, interposing important information 
on the contemporary progess of Dissent 
in England. Portraits of former Pastors 
and later Ministers are given, including 
that of the kindly and courteous writer 
himself, with the addition of b'ograph
ical sketches of no small interest. That 
of Clement Bailhache, who when sub
sequently at Cross Street Chapel, Isling
ton, treated us as a young man with 
extraordinary kindness, bas revived not 
a few dormant memories, and recalls 
the sadness with which we heard of his, 
"as it seems to us, too early death in 
1878, when he was but forty-eight years 
of age." 

The Church from the first has been 
favoured with admirable Deacons. to 
some of "born special reference is made. 
John James Smith, Esq., J.P., to whom 
the cause was so greatly indebted, has 
the honourable mention to which he 
was justly entitled. For many years we 
knew him as one of the Treasurers of the 
Particular Baptiot Fund, the meetings 
of which when health permitted, we 
regularlv attended for twenty-six years, 
and thus had frequent opportunities of 
observing his many and varied excel
lencies as a Cbristian gentieman and 
zealous friend of our Churches and 
Ministers. We still deem him on the 
whole the saintliest man in his high 
position in Society we ever knew. 

Two points in Mr. Stewart's Memorial, 
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howeveT, strike u~ pBinfully its Strict Bnd 
Particular Baptists. One ie his use 
of the teTm ·• Antinomian " as if it 
stood for the whole of an objectionable 
dass of professors who should be re
garded with unmitigated contempt. That 
there are men of this class, licentious, 
mischievous and " busy-bodies in other 
men's matters," who plead the doctrines 
of grace in justification of their un
savoury lives,we must,we fear, reluctantly 
a·lmit. This, however, does not apply 
to many doctrinal Antinomians, who, 
though their views of the relation of the 
Law of God to heaven-born men differ 
technically from those of the Church at 
Beechen Grove, are nevertheless very 
dear and devoted children of God. 

The contents of chapter xii., " From 
Strict to Open Communion," and the 
assigned Teason for making the change, 
also strike ue as strangely feeble. With 
the Author as a faithful historian we 
have no controversy, but that a Church 
should alter its terms of fellowship simply 
to please an eminent Congregationalist 
and his family who had been led to the 
to,,.n, without a word of reference to the 
mind of God in the matter, appears to us 
a significant though tacit admission 
of the unscripturalness of the course 
adopted. 

With these, we hope kindly expressed 
animadversions, the book bas our warm 
praise. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

HISTORICAL NOTES OF THE 
CA"CSE AT BETHERSDEN. 

THIS village lies between Ashforcl 
a-nd Tenterden, six miles from each 
town. This part of Kent abounds 
with villages terminating with the 
Saxon '"den." 

Srnarden, Biddenden, Benenden, 
Frittenden, Halden, Rolvenden, etc.; 
in fact, almost every other hamlet 
possess this suffix. 

Headley's guide to Ashford and 
,district says of Bethersden, "It is a 
large agricultural village with a 
population of about 1,200. In the 
neighbourhood there are some ex
tensive hop-gardens, which give em
ployment to a number of the inhabi
tants. Years ago the district was 
famous for its quarries of Bethers
den marble. a turbinated stone re
sembling that of Petworth. It is 
composed of myriads of marine shells 
and will take an excellent polish. 
In many of the churches of Kent 
there are examples of this stone to 
be seen in monuments, effigies, etc. 
At Hythe the Chancel Arcade is en
tirely composed of it. Marl, a kind 
-0f carbonated clay, was also at one 
time obtained in large quantities 
from Bethersden, being utilised by 
farmers for manuring the land. 
Traces of the pits from which it was 
-dug are constantly being met with. 

"The Church of St. Margaret's is 
a, building of Kentish rag in the per
pendicular· style, with an embattled 
,tower, containing six bells and 

beacon turret, dating from about 
1670. The church was thoroughly 
renovated in 1873 at a cost of £1,300. 
In tlie chancel there are several 
monuments· and tabiets, also brasses 
to William Lovelace (1459) and 
Thomas J,ovelace (1591). 'rhc Love
lace family were for many genera
tions associated with Bethersden, 
and gave their name to a manor in 
this parish, formerly called Green
street. 

" The most distinguished member 
of the family, Colonel Richard Love
lace, is still remembered as the 
cavalier poet who stlfl'ered im
prisonment and loss of his estates 
through loyalty and devotion to his 
royal master, Charles I. Even from 
his loathsome dungeon his unfettered 
poetic spirit inspired these memor
able lines: 

•· · Stone walls do not a prison make 
Nor iron bare a en.go ; 

Mind•, innocent and quiet, take 
'fhat for an hermitage ; 

If I have freedom in my love 
And in my soul am free, 

An~els alone, that •oar above, 
Enjoy •uch liberty.' 

" Besides the church there are 
also Baptist and Wesleyan chapels 
in this village." 

It is to the Baptist chapel we turn 
our attention at this time. Pleas
antly situated at the end of a beauti
ful shrubbery we find Union Chapel, 
where for many years the Strict and 
Particular Baptists have held their 
meetings. 

The first trustees of the building 
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wero appointed on April 27th, 1815; · 
the second on June 28th, 1847; and 
the last on May 1st, 1894. 

The Church was formed on ,Tune 
11th, 1809. Thero had evidently beon 
Baptists here before then, as there 
is still a record of "the Baptist 
register of the births and parents 
of children in Bethersden and its 
vicinity in the county of Kent, dating 
from 1799-1836." The first Pastor 
was chosen on October 1st, 1809-
Mr. Abraham Shilling-who con
tinued in pastoral work until June 
30th, 1844. From this time until 
1847 the pulpit was principally sup
plied by Mr. James Sedgewick, and 
from 1848 to 1850 by Mr. Drake, 
neither of whom became Pastor. In 
1852 Mr. James Pearson, who had 
been an occasional preacher, appears 
to have been called to the pastoral 
office, and continued in the same 
until called home on December 14th, 
1871. 

"The memory of the just is 
blessed," and to-day the memory of 
this faithful Pastor is "blessed" in 
the cause of Christ at Bethersden, 
where he is still spoken of in love as 
good Father Pearson. His firm ad
herence to the faith once delivered 
unto the saints, his travail for souls, 
and his labours in the vineyard of 
the Lol'd as a" workman that needed 
not to be ashamed" will be revealed 
"in that day." 

Mr. Baker, from Sturry, was the 
next Pastor. His ministry extended 
from 1872 until May 6th, 1880. 

From this time, for nineteen years, 
the Church was without a Pastor, 
but on June 11th, 1899, Mr. F. 
Haffenden, who bad been preaching 
to the flock for about two years, was 
recognised as the Pastor, and con
tinued his labours until December, 
1906. 

In the following August Mr. E. 
Marsh, who had for thirteen years 
visited this place on anniversary 
occasions, received and accepted an 
unanimous invite to settle as Pastor 
and on October 17th deeply interest
ing services were held to welcome 
him to this sphere of labour. 

EAST HAM ( STAFFORD ROAD).
Th ~ first a.nni versa.ry ~ervioes in connec
tion with the opening of the a.bove 
house of prayer were held on December 
3rd. An excellent sermon a.nd one full 
of enooura.gement wa.• preached by Mr. 
J. Bush on Ephes. i. 6-11 To the pra.ise 

of tbe glory of His gra.ce, wherein He 
ha.th made ue a.ooepted in the Beloved." 
A goodly number partook of tea. In 
the evening a public meetmg was held, 
presided over by Mr. G. S. Fa.nnch, 
who, after rea.dmg Rom. xii., ea.lied 
upon brother Goll to seek the Divine 
blessing. Sonnd, Soriptnra.l and oom
fortiog a.d:lreeeee were delivered by 
Messrs. E.>ster on the building, gather
ing in a.nd continna.l healing of the 
Cbnroh (Pea. oxlvii, 2, 3); H. J. Ga.Hey 
on nea.rnees to God by gra.ce, in prayer, 
service and communion: H. Ackla.nd 
on growing in gra.ce, deecribing the 
mea.ning, evidences and the final 
blessedness of the ~a.me. The collec
tion• were good. A truly ha.ppy meeting 
was bronght to a close by •inging ,.nu 
prayer. A. R. 

THE TABERNACLE, WEST STREET, 
BRIGHTO~. 

WELCOME TO PASTOR H. S. BOULTON. 
WEST STREET TABERNACLE, where for 
ma.ny years the la.te John Grace was 
bleat of God to many souls a.nd which 
was subseq nently the scene of the 
leIJgthened la.bours of the last esteemed 
pa.stor, W. Harbour, to whom touching 
references were ma.de, wee well filled 
(afternoon and evening) for services in 
connection with the settlement of Mr. 
Boulton a.a Pastor of this Strict Baptist 
Church. 

The afternoon •ervice wa.s presided 
over by Pastor J. Kingston. 

After the openinl? hymn, " How 
pleased ,.nd blest was I," ha.d been sung 
and the Chairman ha.d made a few intro
dnotory rema.rke with reference to the 
importa.nce of the ga.thering, Pa.stor S. 
T. Belcher, of Wellingboroug.h, de
livered a very appropria.te discourse 
from Acts ii. 46, in which he dealt with 
the subject of a properly constituted 
New Testament Church. 

At the conclusion of this discourse 
the Pa.stor (Mr. H. S. Bonlton) related 
his 

CALL BY GRACE, 
during the telling of which many 
hea.rts were a.ffected. Thie story wa.s to 
the foll wing effect:-

" It ie no easy thing to ha. ve to speak 
about one's self, yet tba.t which I rela.te 
I do to the glory of His gra.ce. Hy th" 
gra.ce of God 1 a.m what I am, 11,nd I 
venture to sa.y there is no person more 
deeply indebted to the God of a.11 grace 
tha.n myself. 

"It wa.s my ha.ppy privilege to ha.ve 
godly parents. From ea.rly days my 
Ia.ther took me to Him a.nd pra.yed with 
me. As others came, father a.nd mother 
ga.thered us to read a.nd pray and 
recommend us to the Lord. But though 
I thus grew up in 11,n atmosphere of 
prayer, it did not cha.nge my heart. I 
knew not my need of the precious blood 
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of Christ, for I did not feel my ainner
ship. There was a time when I was 
l!'lad when the preaoher said Amen, that 
I might get away from ohapel, and after
wards I wanted to he free from parental 
restraint. Tile first serions impression 
I can rec11,ll was through a dream whioh 
I bad. It seemed &B if the last day had 
oome ; the angels filled the heavens and 
wert1 singing their melodious songs. I 
saw a mass of people-some running, 
others standing in groups-and I saw 
my father and mother, my brother and 
si•ters, and presently a voice sounded -
' C.:>me up higher.' ·They went and I 
was left behind. Oh, I thought, what 
will become of my soul if I die now? I 
shall be lost. 

"Goinl!' into the chapel the next 
Sunday I beard the deacon annonnce-

"When Thou, my righteons Judge, s"!:lall 
come 

To fetch Thy ransomed people home, 
Shall I amongst them stand ? " 

I felt as though I should have dropped. 
Th us I had my first conscious need of 
J csus and was made to feel that I was a 
sinner. 

"In course of tiille my father became 
minister at the little chaµel, and many 
a time have I sat beneath the sound of 
his voice desiring that he might feed 
my soul. 

" I became a Sunday-school teacher. 
My father put me to a business, and 
there I was influenced by ungodly 
associates and wa,s lured to the theatre. 
In order to get there I had to tell a lie. 
My fs.ther was c:i.refnl about having us 
home, and I told him I was going to a 
place that I knew he would consent to ; 
but instead of going there I went to 
the theatre. One of my master's cus
tomers was there also, and I feared that 
my master would know next morning 
where I had been-I who was a Sunday
school teacher. I shook from head to 
foot, and the words came with force
' Where art thou 1' I felt helpless, 
hopeless. wretched and miserable. I 
went home and begged the Lord to have 
mercy upon me, that He would help me 
that I might not do such a thing again, 
for it appeared so plain to me that not 
only against my father but against God 
I had sinned. 

"After some few weeks these words 
were applied with power, 'Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord.' 
That seemed like a flaming sword to 
cut me off. I felt that I had not a 
particle of holiness, and that if I Ii ved 
and died as I was there would be no 
hope for me. I tried to pray as I had 
never prayed before ; it was no mere 
form of words, nor night and morninl!' 
prayer, but daily I prayed because I 
felt I must. I continued in this state 
for about four years-no peace or rest
sometimes wishing I had never been 
born and envying the bea.sts; then, if 

only I could feel like this tea.char or 
that member of the Ohuroh I 

"Some time after, goinit home and 
not knowing what to do, I laid down on 
my bed and tried to pray, but coulrl 
not ; my past came up before me and I 
felt as though it would crush me. 
'Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for 
me,' was my heart's ory. I tried to live 
a better life. 

" My father said to me one day as we 
went to the sanctuary (I feeling there 
was no one like me), · Wha.t is the 
matter 1 You don't seem a.s bright as 
you did,' and he then related a narra
tive in which one boy was heard to say 
to the other, 'I should not like to tell 
my fa.ther a lie, because I could not 
look him straight in the faoe after
wards.' I felt snob a condemned wretoh 
-was at my wits' end. 

About twelve months after that I 
wa• reading the Word of God one 
morning and promiacuously (as I 
thought) opened at the 5th chapter of 
John and read, and when I got to the 
14th ver•e I •topped, for there came 
euoh a flood of light into my soul and 
snob a peace that I lost my sin, my 
feeling of condemnation, my wretched
nes• and misery. It was as if the Holy 
Ghost breathed the words into my 
baa.rt, The trees were new; the heavens 
were new; everything seemed new. 
Then it was I had a taste of God's 
pudoning mercy in Jesus Christ; then 
it wa.s my soul was set at liberty. I 
understood now how Jesus Christ was 
the end of the law for righteou•nese, 
that He, by dying the death of the 
cro•s, had ptit away my sin and I felt I 
was made whole, 

•· A few weeks afterwards I was walk
ing down the Holloway-rd. a.nd the Lord 
dropped these words into my soul : 
'Fear not, for I have redeemed thee: I 
have called thee by thy name; thou art 
Mine.' It was as if the heavens opened, 
and my heart was filled with the love 
of Christ, I could have wept for joy. I 
continued thus for two about years, 
when I seemed to lose everything-the 
oousoiousness of my former state and 
the joy of His salvation; my sin oame 
before me, the Ii.rot dream was brought 
baok vividly to my mind, and I won
dered it all I had passed through was 
of God. The enemy told me I was a 
hypocrite-that I had deceived my 
father. This brought me to ory in felt 
bondage, 'That if what I have passed 
through is of Thy Spirit, apply Thy 
word with power to my conscienoe;' 
and these words were spoken to my 
heart, 'Now are ye clean through the 
word whioh I have spoken unto you.' 
Since then, though I have had con
flict, castmgs down and liftings up, I 
have not lost hope for my soul's salva
tion. I bless Hie name tha.t He bath 
not dealt with me aooording to my 
sins." 
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After tea, to whioh a large nnmher of 
friends eat down, the ohapel wag well 
filled for the evening meeting. The 
otiair was again occupied by Pastor J. 
Kingston, who read the 2nd chapter of 
'l'itus; after which Mr. Pierpoint im
plored God's bleRsing. 

Mr. Bonlton then related hie 
OALL TO THE MIUJSTRY. 

"Shortly after my dear father's 
home-ea.II I felt constrained to follow 
the Lord in the ordinance of believers' 
l.n,ptism. Accordingly I was ba.ptized 
at Ebenezer Chapel, Eltbomt-roe.d, and 
received into membership with the 
Cnurcll at Zoa.r, 'l'ollington Pa.rk, At 
the ba.ptizing service both the late Mr. 
W. Osmund and Mr. J. Kington 
earnestly prayed that I might be 
called to follow in the steps of my 
father as a minister of the Gospel. At 
the time I gave but little attention to 
those utterances ; but since, the fact 
that two of God's servants should 
pray for me, has been the means of 
enconragement. 

God's blessing was evidently given, 
which to me was a further token or 
His sanction upon the engagements. 
Then one of the deacons of Jireh 
Chapel, City-road, reg nested me ( with 
the consent of the Ohnrch) to preach 
one Sunday, This led me to the throne 
of grace, wrestling for gracious g-nida.nce 
and help. Persuaded at length that it 
was of the Lord, I went. Repeated 
invitations were given and I was 
graciously helped to supply at 'Jireh' 
for two ,:ears. 

"Ca.Ilea to preach at Dnnsta.ble
through the inatrnmenta.lity of Mr. J. 
Kingston-proved to be the Lord's way 
m leading me to Zion, Heaton-road, 
Peckham, by a remarkable Providence 
(this was related), where eventually I 
became Pastor l\nd received my first 
'sea.I,' followed by others to my minis
try. There I remained four years and 
had many happy days. Then the Lord 
led me to settle as Pastor of the 
Chnrch meeting at the Haptist Chapel, 
Ohelmsford, where eight years of 
honest labour, accompanied with many 
signs of God's blessing upon Pastor 
and people, formed sacred and hallowed 
associations, the memory of which will 
long a.bide. 

''As time went on I found myself in 
deep exercise about speaking in the 
Lord's name. 'l'he Word of God would 
t •lk to me and passages of Seri ptnre 
nµened to my understanding, showinl? 
God's salvation throug-h the blood of LEADINGS TO BRIGHTON. 
tile Lamb. Often I was really preach- "Dt1ring the early pa.rt of 1905 I was 
ing as I walked through the streets greatly exercised a.bout remaining at 
and wheresoever my private walks Ohelmsford, and after much heartfelt 
were ta.ken. The solemnity of preach- prayer for direction tendered my resig
ing the Word, however, almost over- nation. By a unanimous vote the 
whelmed me. At times I prayed Ohurch urged me to reconsider. My 
.against my burden, begging the Lord feelings of Christian regard for the 
to remove it, at other times asking the people moved me to accede to their re
Lord to make known His will unto me. quest. In thi• decision I was not 
1 did not want to be a man-mu.de happy, because I felt I had given way 
preacher or a self-sent one. While in to my feelings rather than following 
deep soul anguish about the ministry the Lord's bidding. Among invitations 
on a certain occ~sion these words fell which ea.me to me to supply at thi• 
into my son!, 'Open thy mouth wide timewa.sonefromWest-street,Brighton . 
. and I will fill it.' 'Go thou and preach As I had consented to remain at Chelms
the kingdom of God' Following ford, the deacons ga.ve me the ri1<ht to 
these Soriµtures, verses 5-8 in the 1st fulfil engagements. In due course the 
-chapter of Jeremiah arrested me with appointments at West-street were kept. 
muoh power. Notwithstanding, no m,m At the first I did not in the least feel 
hired me, which was a great trial. An drawn to Brighton. One Sunday the 
article in the E. V. & G. H. by the late late deacon (Mr. Edwards) at the close 
W. WinterP was much blessed to me at of the service put his hand upon my 
this time. I wa.s helped to watch and shoulder and enquired if the Holy 
wait for the Lord'a blessinir. Being Ghost had given me any leaning to 
present at a meeting in Ebenezer West-street. The saying tollowed me, 
Chapel, Ca.non bury, the late J. W. and when at West-street on subsequent 
Banks called upon me to speak. This ocoa.sions I felt drawn to the place and 
I attempted, hut felt so confused that people, and much so because of the 
I a.nnounoed the wr0ng chapter con- low condition of the Church and 
ta.ining the verse spoken upon. Up to oongrega.tion. 
this time all my exercises had been "At length the trustees and dee.cons 
looked up in myself. To my surprise, of West-street approached me as to 
at the close the minister requested me ta.king the oversight of the Church. 
to preaoh on the Sunday, With a. As I wa.a a Striot Baptist by convio
hurdened heart and in much trembling tion and pra.otice, I told them I felt 
I promised as the Lord should help. I could only oon•ider the matter 
When the time ea.me all my fear• µra.yerfully upon the condition of the 
removed and I was at happy liberty Churoh beiog Strict Baptist. 
in apea.king, Repeated calls oa.me and I ·• Eventually the Churah and congre-
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ga~ion agreed to this oonrse after 
mnob prayer for gnidanoe, In Angnst, 
1906, an invitation to become their 
minister was sent. Then followed 
weeks of sonl exercise, wrestlings at 
the throne of grace and watohings for 
divine leadings. Diffionlties npon diffi• 
onlties presented themselves, which in 
time were removed, and at last the path 
of prayer brought deliverance in the 
message given to me. 'Goi and I will 
be with thee ; there wil I nourish 
thee, This is the way : walk ye in it.' 
These and ma.ny Scriptures led me to 
decide to lea.ve Chelmsford and remove 
to Brighton. 

"The parting at Chemsford I shall 
never forget. My mini•try closed at 
Chelmsford on April 8th and com
menced at West-street on April 14th. 
Up to the present the Lord has gra
ciously given unexpected and continu
ous prosperity, and we have been greatly 
helped. To the Eternal Jehovah be all 
the praise. 

This statement was followed by one 
from the Church secretary, Mr. Par
sons, who, after referring to the labours 
of the late Pastor (Mr. W. Harbour), 
det&iled the way in which the Church 
had been led to ask Mr. Boulton. 

The bands of the Pastor and deacon 
having been joined by Mr. Kingston, 
Mr. T. Ca.rr earnestly sought the bless
ing of God on the nnion and recom
mended Pastor and people to the Lord, 
after which he gave an address very 
appropria.te to the occasion. 

The charge to the Pastor was given 
hy Mr. James E. Flegg and that to the 
Church by Mr. S. T. Belcher. 

Mr. Pizzey, deacon of the Church at 
Chelmsford, then in a few words ex
pressed the hearty wishes of him•"lf 
and friends at Chelmsford for Mr. 
Boulton observing in the course of his 
remarks that some things in connection 
with his removal which had not ap
pea.red clear to him had been ma.de 
clear that night. 

Mr. Jarvis, of Greenwich, olose:i these 
happy meetings with words of con
gratulation and good wishes. 

"REHOBOTH," MARGATE. 
LORD'S-DAY, December let, 1907, will 
ever remain a memorable day in the 
history of the above-named Church, for 
on that day we worshipped · God in 
Trinity Hall, Ha.wley-streP.t, for the 
first time, a building that we are now 
est,.blished in as our spiritual home. 

Probably some readers of the" E. V." 
know tbis building better by another 
name, o.nd may ha.ve worshipped there
in, like some of our own compa.ny did, 
when it was known as Love Lane 
Chapel. Herein Nathaniel Fanlkener 
and the Woodward•, and Mr. Wilcockson 
ministered respectively for many year•. 

Sllbsequently the Plymouth Brethren 

took this chapel, and exeonted struc
tural alterations, made a baptistery, and 
effected snoh internal improvement 
that gives the place to-day qnite a 
different appearance to that of the days 
of the above-mentioned ministries. 

About four years ago the Brethren 
moved into their new hall, and the old 
chapel was taken by a London firm and 
turned into a furniture shop. 

Seeing it oloeed throughout the 
summer of 1906 we enquired for and 
obtained the first refusal should the 
tenaoy fall vacant, which it did at the 
end of October, 1907. From that time 
nothing but a delightful unanimity 
characterized all our deliberations and 
business transactions as a body of 
people, that led to the taking and 
furnishing of Love Lane Chapel for 
our home spiritual. Thus the Lord has 
directed our steps into the possession 
of this historic plaoe of worship, which 
from the days of the Plymouth 
Brethren hae been known by the name, 
"Trinity Hall." 

The hall is centrally situated. It ia 
lofty, well lighted, and has plenty of 
means for ventilation. Its seat-ing 
accommodation is about 120 to 130 at 
the meet, and having seated it with 
pitch-pine seatP, we have through the 
goodness of God a bright and comfort
able chapel. And it wae in keepinl1,' 
with God's dealings with us and our 
felt gratitude to Him that we com
menced our first service by singing 
"Praise God," &o. 

And now, for the work in general 
and the Sunday-school which was 
started on that happy day, we ask an 
interest in the prayers of the people of 
God that He will increase and bless us. 
more and more for Hie name's s"ke. 

W. A. DALE. 

CALVINISTIC PROTESTANT 
UNION. 

THE antnmnal conference wa• held at. 
Zion, New Cross, on November 26th. 

Mr. T, G. C. Armstrong presided in 
tbe afternoon, when the enbjeot of the 
C.P.U., its work and needs, came up for· 
diPcussion. 

Pastor W. Sinden gave a enooinot 
account of its origin and the sphere of 
its operation from its oommencement 
in 1887, followed by Dr. Rnmfitt, M.A., 
Pastor J. E. Flegg, and Mr, D. Catt 
(Or11,'anizing secretary). 

Tea and conversazione followed, the 
evening meeting being presided over by 
Pastor J. Bush, who emphasized the 
necessity of keeping to the old paths 
in matters of doctrine and Christian 
practice. 

Mr. W. S. J. Brown (Tad worth) gave 
a very lnoid and luminous address on 
Calvin and hi• teaching, fo!lnwe~ by 
Dr. Rumfitt, Mr. W. Wal•h (F.R.H.!'l., 
Author of "The Oxford Movement"), 
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and Mr. L. D. E. Smith (Ed. Protestant 
1'i111ea). 

Mr. D. OaU advooated the oelebration 
o1 Calvin's 400th birthday in 1909 by 
holding a Protestant mass meeting in 
the Albert and Q11een's Ha.11 and the 
erection of a statue or institute to his 
memory. 

The gatherings, which were of an 
enthusiastic oharaoter, rather suffered 
in numbers, doubtless through the 
Protestant meeting at Queen's Hall the 
JJrevious evening and the inolement 
state of the weather. 

MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, CHAD-
WELL STREET. 

THE fifty-sixth anniversary of this 
historic place of worship was held on 
Lord's-day, December 8th, and on 
Tuesday, December 10th, with fairly 
good and appreciative congregation,, 
notwithstanding the unfavourable 
weather. 

At ten o'olock on Lord's-day morning 
our usual prayer meeting was held, 
presided over by our good friend, Mr. 
W.R. Frioker, who has been present on 
every oooasion since the place w1B 
opened. He gave out the hymn ·• Mount 
Zion's faithful King" (332 Denham'•), 
after whioh he read Psa. xxxiv, 

At eleven o'clock the pulpit was 
oocupied by our Pastor (Mr. Edward 
Mitchell), who read Pea, cxlvii. and 
took for his text Paa. oxvi. 12, 13, 
'· What shall I render to the Lord for 
all His benefits towards me? I will 
take the cup of salvation, and oall upon 
the name of the Lord," He divided it 
into two heade-

1.-An admiring exclamation. " What 
shall I render unto the Lord?" 

11.-A gracious resolve, "I will take 
the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord." 
He added this text had been muoh in 
the mind of our late brother (Mr. W. 
Abbott) during his last few days on 
earth, whose loss to us as a Church he 
deeply regretted. Thepreaoher reviewed 
the Lord's goodness to us dnring the 
whole period sinoe the Church was 
formed, during which time we had only 
had two Pastors-his honoured prede
cessor and himself. He was pleased to 
say that the same grand and glorious 
truths were still proclaimed there as 
when the plaoe was first opened, and he 
was thankful that love and unity 
prevailed among us. 

In the evening at 6.30 Mr. 0. S. 
Dolbey delivered a very exoe!lent 
sermon from Dan. vi. 20, 21, "Is thy 
God, whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee from the lions? " 
and the answer given by D~niel. His 
ht!1<ds were-

1.-The man. Greatly beloved. 
11.-The lions. The enemies of God's 

people. 

III.-The question: "le thy God able 
to deliver thee?" 

On Tuesday afternoon, at 3.30, Mr. J. 
E. Hazelton preached a helpful sermon 
from John x, 35, "The Scriptures mm
not be broken," which he divided into 
two heads-

I.-What did Christ mean by the 
Seri ptures ? 

II.-How did our blessed Lord deak 
with the Scriptures? 
Our friend gave no quarter to the 
Higher Critics, and in reviewing the 
life of our dear Redeemer pointed out 
His favourite expression,'' It is written,' 
showing that the Saviour q noted freely 
from "The Penteteuch," which was 
rejected by about five out of every ten 
ministers in the present day. 

At 6.30 a public meeting Wa9 held, 
presided over by our Pastor, who was 
supported by brethren Bush, Jone•, 
Mutimer, W. H. Rose, and H. D. Tooke. 

We commenced with the hym:a, 
'' Kindred in Christ" (793 Denham) 
after which the Chairman read Paa. 
cxxii., and prayer was offered by Mr. 
W. S. Baker. 'l'he Chairman said his 
own speech was contained in the opening 
hymn, and he heartily WGlcomed his 
dear brethren who ha.d come to speak to 
us, and be hoped that each one would 
carry out the sentiments of the verses 
in that hymn, and talk about "What 
Christ did for us and what He is doing 
now." Paul knew nothing among men 
but" Christ and Him crucified." 

Mr. W. H. Rose (Highbury) spoke 
from Pea. cxxxii. 13, •· For the Lord 
bath chosen Zion," making choice 
remarks. 

Mr. Thomas Jones gave a very experi
mental address from ,; My grace is 
sufficient for thee," adding that the 
greatest victories had been won upon 
our knees. 

Mr. Bush spoke from Rom. viii. 34. 
Mr. Tooke dwelt upon Ephes. iii. 21, 

,; Unto Him be glory in the Ohurch." 
Mr. Mutimer closed with Numb. xi. 6, 

"Nothing but this manna," which he 
said symbolised our Lord Jesus Christ. 

After a word of thanks from our 
President the meeting closed with 
prayer and Doxology. Thus ended a 
happy day. D. BUTCHER. 

STAINES BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
BRIDGE STREET. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. W. S. B.l.KEB 
AS PASTOR. 

SERVICES in connection with the 
settlement of Mr. W. S. Ba.ker as Pastor 
of the above Uhurch were held on 
Thnr,day, December l:lth .. Good con
gregations assembled notw1thstandmg
the wet weather. 

At 3.30 the chair was occupied by 
Pastor H. T. Chi I ver•. supported by 
Pastors Edward Mitchell and J. T. 

1 Attwood. 
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After the opening- hymn Mr. Attwood 
read 2 Cor. v. and offered prayer. 

The Cba.irm&n expressed his great 
plea.sure a.t being present, and spoke in 
hig-h terms of the new Pa.stor, 

Letters of oongra.tula.tion had been 
received from Mr. I. C. Johnson and Mr. 
C. W. Sea.re, whilst telegrams had been 
sent from Mr. A. Mackenzie and Mr. 
Da.vid Mann. 

Mr. Baker then related bis call by 
grace and call to the ministry. He 
stated that he was very young indeed 
when he first thought upon Divine 
things. His pa.rents brought him up to 
attend the sa.nctua.ry, and this ea.used 
him some anxiety lest it should not be 
the Holy Spirit's work, until he heard 
his Pastor (Mr. E. Mitchell) say, "If 
you 'have a. desire in your heart for 
Jesus it is not the result of environ• 
mentor education, but it's because God 
is seeking you," and that morning 
peace ea.me into his son!, and he longed 
to join the Church. He was, however, 
somewhat exercised, a.s he had not seen 
sin in its proper light; but a.bout April, 
1894, he realised a. sen•e of it in such a. 
way that (like Bunya.n's pilgrim) it 
was intolerable. In July that year he 
ma.de up his mind to throw over 
religion but the Lord nsed one of His 
servants (Mr. Silvester) to lead him to 
the light from the words," Jesus only." 
After this he longed to tell others :,f 
a. Saviour's love. Mr. Webb (super
intendent of the Sunday-school) found 
him a. class, and he subsequently became 
secretary of his Pastor's Thursday 
evening Bible-class, which office he 
held for thirteen yea.re, and which had 
proved a. blessing to him. About this 
time he came in contact with Mr. T. 
Cole and Mr. H. T. Chilvers, who assisted 
him much. He felt a desire to go out 
a.s a foreign missionary, but God's will 
did not seem to lead in that direction, 
and very soon he was invited to preach 
a.t De.ere Park. He hesitated a.t firi!t, 
but the word from the Lord ea.me, "Go 
in this thy might," and he went. When 
he received the invitation to settle at 
Staines he wa.e much exercised, but in 
May of this year he attended a meet
ing of the London City Mission and 
heard Dr. Pierson speak from the 
words. "Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God;" and that night he settled the 
matter. His desire only was to prea.ch 
"Christ and Him crucified." 

'Mr. E. Mitchell then joined the hands 
of Mr. Baker and the deacon of the 
Church, and commended them to the 
Lord in very affectionate tones. After 
this he gave the Charge to the Pastor 
in a solemn, earnest manner, and 
exhorted him to cleave to the glorio11s 
truths of the grand old Gospel. He 
spoke in highest praise of Mr. Baker, 
and of the love and esteem in which 
the friends at Chad well-street held 

him, and how much he had valued him 
as the seoreta.ry of his Bible-class, 
which he so regularly attended. The 
numbers present that afternoon from 
London supported his statement. 

Tea. was then ta.ken, to which a large 
number sat down. 

At 6.30 the chair was ta.ken by Mr. F. 
J. Catchpole, supported by Pa.store E. 
Mitchell, W. Chisnall, H. T, Chilver~, 
and H. de Vere Gookey. 

After singing the Ch11.irma.n read 
Rom. x., and prayer was offered by Mr. 
Cbilver~. The Chairman then expressed 
his pleasure at ta.king part in the ser
vices, anrl. hoped that tbe place might 
be tbe birtbvla.ce of many souls. He 
trusted their new Pastor would preach 
( I.) Generation, (II.) Degeneration, 
(III.) Regeneration. 

Mr. Chilvers then gave the Charge to 
the Church, earnestly beseeching the 
members of it to rally round their 
Pastor and to encourage him all they 
could. 

Mr. W. Chisnall spoke of the need of 
the missionary spirit in the Church, 
and rejoiced that he had a near neigh
bour in their Pastor. 

Mr. H. de Vere Gookey trusted he 
would preach the only way of Sa.-lvation 
throngll the precious blood of Christ. 

Pastor E. Mitchell wished them God
speed, after which Mr. Baker thanked 
all his friends for coming, especially as 
tbe weather was so unfavourable. 

The meeting closed with the Doxology. 
D. BUTCHER. 

GURNEY ROAD, STRATFORD. 
THE Church anniversary services were 
held on Lord's-day, November 24th, 
when the Pastor preached both morning 
and evening. 

On the following Tuesday Pastor E. 
Mitchell preached in the afternoon a 
sermon full of the Gospel truths from 
John iii. 36. 

A public meeting was held in the 
evening, when the Pastor presided in 
the retretted absence of Mr. F. J. 
Catchpole. 

The Church secretary (Mr, J. H. 
Rider) gave the annual report, which 
stated the pa.et had been a year of 
progress. From November 1st, 1906, to 
October 31st, 1907, eighteen have pa.seed 
through tbe waters of baptism, sixteen 
of these being added to the Ohurch; 
eight received by transfer, and three on 
their own testimony, ma.king in all 
~wenty-deven new members. ·rwo had 
been removed by death and one by 
transfer, leaving a. nett increase in the 
membership of twenty-four. During 
the present pastorate of a year and ten 
months forty-one had heeu added to the 
Churcb, the total membership being 161. 

'fhe congregations at all services had 
been maintained, but there was room 
for otbers. To this end there wa.a 
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constant prayer and e. missionary spirit, 
which perme11ted e. large section of the 
Ohuroh and congregation, and this was 
e. cause for rejoicing. 

All auxiliaries were in healthful 
operation. 

The Sonday-school was increasing in 
numbers 11nd efficiency. Specie.I free 
grace mission to children was conducted 
by brother Cooper, the object of which 
was to gather the children on Sunday 
evenings. especially from tbe streets, to 
instruct them in the Word of God. 

A Gospel Mission service was also 
held on Sunday morning for adults, 
beiD!f 11, continuation of the Open-air 
Mission. 

Dorcas Meetings, Mothers' Meetings, 
Band of Hope, and Go~pel Band also 
provided abundant scope for earnest 
service, and were all carried on by 
zealous and devoted workers. 

It was 11, matter of much thankful
ness to report that during the year the 
balance of debt on the Sonday-school 
buildings had been cleared off, and that 
the thorough renovation of the chapel 
had been undertaken, which cost over 
£300, and the friends were heartily 
doing their utmost to clear off this also. 

The report acknowledged the goodness 
of God in giving 11, faithful ministry, 
the beloved Pastor having been signally 
helped and sustained in his work, many 
having been called from darkness into 
God's mu.rvellons light, and at the 
present time there was no cloud to 
darken their path. The heartfelt feel
ings of the friends were expressed in 
the language of Philip Doddridge when 
he sings:-

.. My Helper, God I I bless His na.me : 
The sa.me His power, His gra.ce the sa.me; 
The tokens of His friendly care 
Open and crown and close the year." 

The Pastor expressed his own per• 
sonal gratitude to God J.or help given, 
and to the deacons and members 
generally for their loyal and loving 
support. 

Brethren Galley and Mitchell fo). 
lowed with powerful and heart-stirring 
addresses. 

Considering the inclemency of the 
weather the attendances were good and 
the oolleotions satisfactory. 

We face a new year with our hopes 
centred in the promises of God, and in 
the full assurance that He to whose 
praise we raise another "Ebenezer" 
will prove Himself our unfailing and 
all-sufficient help and strength. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE Autumn Su.le of Work at the 
Homsey Rise Home was well attended 
and the proceeds for the Benevolent 
and Maintenance Funds were larger 
than for several years 'past. The inmates 
and friends took tee. together in the 

Hall, and the evening sermon waR 
preached by Mr. J. W. Da.nce, of 
Leu.mington, from IBa. xliii. 10. Tbe 
discourse was much appreciated. The 
winter months would be rendered more
cheerfnl to many of the aged friends if 
visitors would make their way to the 
Home in larger numbers. The prayer
meeting on Saturday evenings at 6,3(} 
needs strengthening. 

* * * The January Quarterly Record wil1 
be sent, post free, on application. It 
contains 11, portrait of the late Mr. J. A. 
Wallinger, of Brighton, with a sketch 
of his life and other illustrations, and 
a variety of interesting matter. The 
Committee are anxious to further in
crease the circulation of this periodical 
and of the Society's literature generally. 

* * * The Centenary Fund is about to be 
closed and any outstanding Collecting 
Books and Cards should be sent to the
Office at an euly date. Moch fresh, 
interest has been a.wakened by thie
effort and the resnlt will tend to relieve 
the pressure of the Homes upon the 
general fnnds. 143 of the approved 
candidates have been placed on the 
£5 5s. Pension, and 99 of the £5 5s .. 
Pensioners have been placed upon the 
£7 7s. Pension. 

* * 
Throug-h the kind~ess of Mrs. James 

Jones the inmates of the Camberwell 
Home have enjoyed a trip to Bexley, 
where tea was provided and cheerful 
addresses given. Such attention does 
much to brighten the pathway of our
aged friends and is gratefully appre• 
ciated by them. A hearty welcome will 
be given to all visitors to this, the 
oldest of the Homes of the Society. 

MR. W..!.LTER ABBOTT. 

Our brother, who has so recently 
passed from us, was born in the small 
town of Witham, Essex, on October 
10th, 1837. He came to London when 
quite a young man, with small worldly 
possessions, but, it is believed, with the 
fear of God in his heart. After a few 
years he commenced business for him
self in the Goswell-road, and was led to 
o.ttend Bethesda Chapel, St. Luke's, 
where the late J. S. Anderson was 
ministering- at that time. Mr. Anderson 
baptized him and received him into the 
Church, where he continued in honour
able membership until in 1890, Mr. 
Anderson having left Bethesda for 
some yearP, he united with the Church 
at Mount Zion Chapel, Chadwell-street. 
then under the Pastoral ea.re of the late 
Mr. John Hazelton, where he continued 
until his removal to a higher sphere .. 
In 1883 he was elected a deacon, which 
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office he held until about two years 
before his death, when he resigned 
,owing" to his inability to attend to its 
duties. 

Oar brother was well-known among 
the Churches in London. He was for 
many years a prominent member of the 
-0ommittee of the M.A.,S.B.C. and 
occupied the presidential chair in 1899. 
For many years he was connected with 
the Strict Baptist Mission, and was its 
treasurer for several years, only re
linq nishing that office on removing 
into the country in 1903, and retaining 
a lively interest in its welfare to the 
last. 

The Lord prospered him in business, 
and he became a generous helper of the 
Churches in need, and forward in every 
good work, The Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society had a warm place in his heart, 
and for some consideraLle time he was 
a member of its committee. 

Retiring from active participation in 
business in 1903, he removed to Fairstead 
Hall, p, quiet country place within four 
miles or his birthplace. About two 
;years ago his health began to fail, and 
his visits to London, which had been 
fairly frequent, became few and far 
between. His doctor and a physician 
who was consulted pronounced him to 
be suffering from diabetes, and in 
.consequence, from weaknesA of heart. 
He last visited London in the beginning 
of October, when he spent a week with 
friends, and the first Lord's-day in hie 
own dearly-loved spiritual home, He 
was present at tb.e prayer-meeting 
before morning service and engaged in 

-the service, was at morning and evening 
services, and the co.nmunion following, 
and went into the Sunday-school in 
the afternoon. With his face radiant 
with happiness at the close of the day 
he spoke of the joy he had experienced; 
it had been emphatically a good day. 
We did not know then that we should 
see his face no more on earth-that it 
was really his farewell to us all at 
Mount Zion. About November 15th he 
had a. heart attack, accompa.nied with 
severe vomiting. All that medical skill 
and affectionate nursing" and attention 
could devise was done for his relief, but 
in vain. The attack continued a.nd in
crea.sed in severity until the hea.rt 
succumbed on the 25th, and the ran• 
somed spirit, released from the body, 
returned to its Redeemer a.nd Lord, His 
sufferings during the last week were 
intense, but borne with great patience 
e.nd resignation. He received a full 
a.ssurance of His interest in Christ, a.n 
experience he had for years ea.rnestly 
sought, a short time before the last 
illness, and in moments when the sick
ness abated with great fervour and 
thankfulness he praised his God. The 
words of the psalmist-" What aha.II I 
render unto the Lord for all Hie benefits 

towa.rd me? I will take the oup of 
salvation, and will call upon the name 
of the Lord "-were repeated by him 
with deep feeling many times. Ex
pressions of gratitude oonoerning the 
Lord's mercies to him-" Who daily 
loadeth me with benefits " and kindred 
things-were often on hiff lips, His sun 
has sunk here, but only to rise in 
another hemisphere. 

The interment took plaoe in " All 
Saints" churchyard,Witham, on Friday, 
November 28th, in the presence of a 
number of sorrowing and sympathising 
friends. His Pastor, Mr. E. Mitohell, 
officiated, and deacons W.R. Fricker and 
J. Webb, together with Mr. H. S. Nunn 
and D. Butoher, represented the Church 
at Chadwell-street, and Mr. W. Bum
stead and Miss Phillips the Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Society. 

Mr. Abbott has left behind him a 
fragrant memory. No man was more 
esteemed or deeply loved by the Church 
at Chadwell-street than he. Kindly, 
affectionate and cheerful, his face was a 
recommendation, as for many years he 
fulfilled hie office and showed the people 
into their seats. Sympathetic and 
generous, hie ear, heart, and hand were 
ever open to those who were in trouble. 
Hiij peace-loving disposition diffused a 
peace-preserving influence around him. 
Diligent in the discharge of hie office, 
hie presence was rarely miased when the 
doors of the chapel were open. A lover 
of the Goepel, from an e;x:perimental 
knowledge of its value, he was em
phatically a good hearer a.nd ever ready 
to speak a word of cheer to hie Pastor. 
Hie memory is endeared by a thousand 
a.cts of kinctnese, Our closing testimony, 
which sums up what we feel concerning 
hirn, is found in Acts xi. 24 : " He was a 
GOOD MAN." The Lord in hie rich 
mercy raise up many more like unto our 
brother for the help of Hie Churches. 

Our brother leaves a sorrowing widow 
and eight children to lament their loss. 
Our sympathies are with them. 

E. MITCHELL. 

JAMES CATTELL, 

Minister of the B11optist Chapel, Bessels 
Green, Sevenoa.ks, Kent (1820-1907). 
Many will learn with sorrow tha.t this 
greatly beloved minister of the Gospel 
passed home on November 13th, at the 
age of 87. Failing eight led to hie 
retirement from the pastorate some 
twelve mo:i.ths since, but he otherwise 
reta.ined an unusual amount of physical 
vigour almost to the end. His spiritual 
perception also remained not only un
dimmed but rather deepened, of which 
striking evidence was afforded by hie 
prayers during hie last brief illness, 

Born j uet a yea.r after our late Queen, 
he was the son of an esteemed deacon 
of the Baptist Cjiurch u.t Over, Camba. 
He wu.e called by Divine grace when in 
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hie 20th year und3r the ministry or 
Ootaviua Winslow at Leamington, who, 
deeing that he was a young m,m of 
power and promise, endeavoured to 
persuade him to enter a Dissenting 
oollege and ao prepare for the Christian 
ministry. Thie, however, was not the 
Divine plan. He oontinned for some 
yeard in business, while supplying many 
Uburchea round Cambridge and super
intending the Snnday-aobool of the 
ohapel in hie native village. 

After some years bis steps were 
directed to East Grinstead, Sussex, and 
here, aa a " bush parson," to nee hie 
own description. he continued in active 
service for his Master, doing much and 
effective work aa an open-air preacher. 
At length his temporal oiroumstancea 
ollanged so aa to give him more leisure, 
and he became Pastor at Ramsey, Hunts. 
Here he laboured for nine years. and 
was univereally respected. In 1876 he 
accepted the pastorate at Beaael'a Green, 
where he laboured for some thirty 
years, beloved by all who knew him, 
A firm believer in Strict Baptist prin
oiplea, an uncompromising advocate of 
temperance, a staunch Free Churchman, 
and ever the champion of the poor and 
the oppressed, his sterling and lovable 
character won the esteem of all. He 
was· called to various public offices in 
hie diatriot, and hie influence extended 
far beyond hie own Cnurch and village. 

Striking proof of the esteem in which 
he was held was shown at the inter
ment on Saturday, 16th, when Free 
Cllurch ministers and Anglican clergy
men alike took part in the service. We 
thank God for such a life. We pray 
that Divine grace and consolation may 
be given to hie bereaved widow, and 
that hie Church, which was ao dear t'l 
him, may continue to receive tokens uf 
the blessing of God. 

HENRY N. PHILC0X, 

MR, GEORGE SAVAGE, 

Who was well known to many of our 
Churches where he has preached the 
Gospel and presided over gatherings, 
was called home laP.t month. 

He appears to have accompanied a 
friend to hear the late Jamee Wells in 
1859 aad afterwards was a frequent 
attendant on his ministry. He joined 
tbe Church worshipping in Gee Street, 
Goswell Road, under the pastoral care of 
Mr. Cowley. After Mr. Cowley's death, 
the cause being discontinued, Mr. 
Savage attended Mr. Heath's ministry 
at the Haberdasher's Hall and sub
sequently united with the friends at 
Great Alie Street. Removing to 
Wimbledon be attended the Chapel in 
Merton Road, and from about that time 
he went out preaching in various 
places. 

His son writes that his father was a 
strenuous thinker, a great worker and 
a lirm believer. He onen referred to his 
having taught himself Greek after 
busineas hours so that he could read ;i. 

Greek Testament. His life was full of 
1tctivity and energy to within an hour or 
so of his being called home. He lived 
ju~tly and hones,ly, without cant and 
hypocrisy. He was wise in coun•el and 
generous in assi•tance to those in need. 

I shall never forget his preaching from 
Phil. iv. 8; the savour ot the discourae 
remains to this day. At the funeral of 
the late Mrs. Garrad he gave an address 
at the grave from Eccel. x,. 3. l:lolemn 
but precious were his grace-given 
utterances on that occasioa, long to be 
remembered by several young people 
who were present 

In private he was privileged to live 
what he preached, anti his conversation 
every time I waB in his company 
savoured of grace, and all preEent knew 
he had been with Jesus. 

If my memory serves me rightly the 
last Sunday evening service at the 
Grove he specially desired me to com
mence with that blessed hymn-

" By me, 0 my Saviour, stand 
In every trying hour, 

Goard me with Thy outstretched hand, 
And hold me by Thy power. 

Mindful of Thy faithful Word. 
Thine all-sufficient grace bestow, 

Keep me, keep me, dearest Lord, 
And never let me go." 

May this be our happy lot. 
J. B. LATHAM, 

WILLIAM STRINGER. 

On Wednesday, the 26th November, 
our beloved and much e•teemed brother, 
William Stringer, after a short illness, 
entered into his heavenly inheritance in 
the 84th year of his age. 

He waa born in the parish of Orping
ton, Kent, and at the age of eight years 
was removed, in the providence of God, 
to Farnborough, where he attended the 
Church of England, joining the choir 
when twelve years of age, and to use his 
own words, " was truly wedded to the 
Churca and was a proud Pharisee." 

Wben fourteen years old his uncle, 
Mr. Thomas Stringer, a faithful minister 
of the Gospel of the Grace of God, and 
one who still has a. place in the heart's 
affections of many who knew him, ea.me 
to the village of l!'amhorough to preach, 
this being the commencement of his 
ministry, but the minister of the Cburch 
having described the doctrines of grace 
as preached by his uncle as dangeroue, 
he, the youthful William, would not 
attend the chapel for some time. At 
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last, in the providence of God and in I public meeting he attended was the 
accordance with the Divine purpose. he · Centenary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
was led to enter the despised meeting Society held at the Cannon Street Hotel 
house, and there Jehovah the Spirit on October the 18th. • l.)v'('f~ 
graciously met with him, and though at He was a trustee of the Lynton Road 
the fii·st he disliked and argued against Baptist Chapel and also of the Surrey 
the doctrines or free and sovereign grace Reformed Benefit Society. 
it was not long before he saw that the During his short illness he was very 
preaching of !:is unc.le was the truth and much supported and enjoyed much of the 
quite in agreement with the Divine presence of his Divine Lord and Master, 
testimony of the 81h and 9th chapters and hoped he might be restored, observ
of the Romans, bis soul was set at ing to his niece that if he were they 
liberty and the Bible now appeared to would magnify the Lord together in 
him a new Book. He continued to His house. On another occasion he 
profit much under the ministry for some said" How good the Lord is to such a 
time; then he passed through a season of poor, helpless sinner. What should I do 
much conflict and soul depression, fear- without Him? He is my salvation and 
ing that he had been deceived and had it is all of His grnce that I am made to 
no interest in God's salvation. This differ." 
continued for about six months, when When he had very much difficulty in 
his captivity was turned and even all breathing it was said to him, "The Lord 
things in nature seemed to have changed. could relieve you." At once he replied, 
He continued to sit under the ministry "If He does not we must not call His 
of Mr. Stringer until in the providence wisdom in question," repeating the 
of God his uncle was removed to Lon- lines : 
don, which he felt very ruucb. "With feeble light a.nd ha.U obscure, 

Sometime after this the subject of this Poor mortals His tirrangements view." 
memoir, in answer to much earnest Also-
entreaty, was brought to London and "Every do.rkand bending line 
not Jong after was baptized by his Meets in the centre of Thy love." 
uncle in the year 1849, and in the year In earnest prayer he sought the Lord's 
1852 joined the Church of God wor- blessing on his family, and that if it 
shipping at Webb Street, Bermondsey, were His will they might be found at 
under the Pastorate of the late Mr. T. His right hand ; also on the Pastor and 
Chivers, where he was chosen a deacon the cause of God at the Surrey Taber-
and also conducted the singing. nacle. 

When visited by the writer he said, 
About 1871 he went to Lynton Road, "Tell the people this is where I am 

the Church removing there from Webb 
Street, when the late Mr. R. A. spiritually"-
Lawrence was the Pastor. He con- "j;!~~~.!~oHsi:a~J\t:1~~:n:r9i~ ~t~~e." 
tinned there till 1887, having served the The last words he was heard to utter 
Church as a deacon for thirty-five 

h were, "Dear Lord Jesus, do give me an 
years. From Lynton Road e come to abundant entrance into Thine heavenly 
the Surrey Tabernacle and in . 1894 kingdom." Some of us had hoped that 
joined the Church, where he continued he would have been spared to the 
an honourable and most useful member Church of God in which he was a pillar, 
to his death. Our brother, except but our God who worketh all things 
through illness, was always in his place after the counsel of His own will had 
at the ordinary services and also at the otherwise determined, and "after he 
praJer meeting, and as he was helped served his own gener .. tion by the will of 
of the Lord supported all the Institu- 1 d 1 · d h. 
tions in connection with the cause, and God, fell on s eep an was a1 nnto is 

fathers." 
to ouote his own words, " 1 have always The interment took place at Nunhead 
prized the means of grace and ha'l'e Cemetery on Monday, the 25th Novem
often been surprised when I have seen her, when a good number of brethren 
some cf the Lord's children so neglect and friends were present. The 1ervice 
t!:ie house of God. Where should we go was conducted by brother Dolbey, his 
when we want a blessing but where our P .. ator, whose testimony had been much 
God has promised to bless us? " blessed to his soul. 

From 1882 to 1904 he took the service 
once a month at the Aged Pilgrims' 
Asylum, Camberwell, and was often seeu 
at the aoniversary meetini:s of the 
Strict Baptists throughout London and 
in some country places near. The last 

J. M.R. 

DEATHB.-We regret to have to hold 
over some Obituary Notices until next 
month. 
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" ~aught of tl,~ ~odr.'' 
EPISODES IN THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF 

EDMUND DINHAM (CONTINUED). 

TRANSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR OF "A l\:IEMOIR OF RICHARD KNIGHT." 
" He saith unto Peter, ' Simon, sleepest thou? Couldst thou not watch one 

hour?' "-Mark xiv. 37. 
"Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death."-Psa. xiii. 3. 

" Quick as the apple of an eye, 0 God, my conscience make ; 
Awake my soul when sin is nigh, and keep it still a.wake." 

A SLEEPY DEVIL. 

SLEEP is a gift of God. Money will not purchase it, or drugs 
procure it. It is de1iied to d~mons and lost souls in hell:" It is often 
denied to men as one of God's punishments for their sins. When 
enjoyed, it should therefore be regarded a mercy and evoke grati-

. tude to its kindly Giver. 
Nevertheless, it may be unduly indulged in, and suffered to rob 

us of precious hours whieh should be devoted to duty or devotion. 
· Sluggards, or those who habitually sleep more than nature requires, 
are blamed in the vV ord of God ; while Christians, who dissipate 
their energy in this way, incur His high displeasure. 

Physical drowsiness is sometimes employed iis a figure of the 
cold and careless condition of soul into whieh we are prone to fall. 
Hence spiritual wakefulness is enjoined on God's children: "Be 
sober : be vigilant; " "Let us not sleep as do others ; '' "It is 
high time to awake out of sleep." 

To this Bunyan refers when he represents his pilgrim as sleep
ing in the arbour on the Hill Difficulty, which, as CheeYer well 
observes, " was erected only for the refreshment" of true pilgrims 
" when weary " and for the relief of their spirits, and not as a place 
0£ repose and slumber, to afford ease to the flesh. 

Physical drowsiness, or tlrn tendency to actual sleep when the 
business of life or the cails of religion claim energetic attention, is, 
however, often a temptation to God's living children. Who has not 

Vor.. LXIV. FEBRUARY, 1908. c: 
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been betrayed into sinfol slumber in the house of prayer, even when 
an honoured pastor and teacher was delivering a message which 
our souls desired to receive with profit ? Who has not felt 
.spiritually rebuked for sloth by Solomon's warning to the sluggard 
1Prov. vi. 9-11), when in the light of the early day we have dozed 
at our ease instead of devoting our morning hours to prayer or the 
study of the Word of God? 

To this William Huntington blessedly refers in his " Kingdom 
of Heaven Taken by Prayer:"-

" The best moments I enjoyed in prayer were generally early in 
the morning. This I experienced for nearly twelve months, a few 
interrnls excepted; and the evenings with my Bible were almost as 
sweet. But I was suddenly bereft of these privileges by a state of 
lethargy, which quite overwhelmed me. As soon as I opened the 
Bible I grew drowsy. If I prayed, I fell asleep on my knees. In 
the morning I seldom woke till it was time for work, and then I 
could not stop to pray. This sent me to my work groaning at my 
hardness of heart. For many weeks I laboured under this lethargic 
frame and could not overcome it. I then thought I would retire at 
seven rather than lie so late in the morning at the expense of such 
sweet communion with Christ. Formerly I could wake at about 
three o'clock, but now I could ·not till six, and all my efforts to 
overcome this drowsiness were in vain. It then came into my mind 
to pray against it, but I thought it could not be a temptation, 
as sleep was the gift of God to His beloved (Psa. cxxvii. 2), and 
I had enjoyed it as such. This, however, was not such sleep, 
for I hated it. However, at last I prayed to be wakened at such 
an hour. This God did ; but I found myself so tired that I could 
not rise. It was amazing how this troubled and foiled me, till 
this Scripture came to my mind, ' Without Me ye can do nothing' 
(John n. 5). Indeed I found it so, and prayed the Lord to take 
this drowsiness away, which He accordingly did. 

"Reader, beware of a sleepy devil, for he is as bad as any. 
iVhen once you begin to cry, 'A little sleep, a little slumber, a little 
folding of the hands to sleep ; then shall thy poverty come as one 
that travaileth and thv want as an armed mai1 ' (Prov. vi. 10, 11)." 

This occur~ed· mo;.e than a century ago, but the essentials of 
religion remain unchanged. 

"The long cloud of witnesses show the same path to heaven." 

The identical trials which our fathers knew we also must experience 
-" That which hath been is now : and that which is to be hath 
already been." 

This is amply confirmed by the next episode in the reminis
cences of our late friend. 

EARLY DEVOTION. 

"About this time, one of Huntington's books was greatly 
blessed to my soul and opened up many things to my mind of 
which I had before been ignorant, especially the portion in which 
he speaks of the craft and subtlety of the devil in making our 
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natural drowsiness an instrument to divert ns from spiritnal 
diligence in seeking the face of our Heavenly Father. He there 
recounts a snare in which he was caught, and thns mbhed 
and spoiled of much of his joy and zeal in the things of God. This he 
quaintly describes as having been beset by 'a sleepy devil.'" 
The reference, we need not say, is to the passage above quoted. 

" This was just my case at this period of my life, though I 
knew not what was the matter. For instance, I would look 
forward to a nice quiet Lord's-day afternoon with my book, from 
which I often gleaned a scrap at meal-time and other odd moments, 
my time being much otherwise occupiPrl in business. To my great 
mortification, however, it often h ::11;cned that I had scarcely sat 
<lown thus, anticipating great c· :_,oyment of the volume before me, 
when a heavy drowsiness would set in upon me and make me 
almost ready to knock my head against the wall with vexation. 
A similar experience was so well shown up in Huntington's narra
tive that I was led to cry to the Lord for help against the tempta
tion. The next Saturday night, if I remember rightly, on retiring 
to bed very weary, I sincerely prayed that God, for Christ's sake, 
would be pleased to manifest His power in me by awakening me 
early on the coming morning. I begged Him to quicken my soul 
in His ways, and that, as a token that He had been pleased to 
answer my petition, if it were His blessed will, He would be pleased 
to awake me as early as six o'clock-about two hours sooner than 
was usual with me, after being engaged till very late on the Saturday 
night. 

" Well, to my great astonishment, just before the clock struck 
the hour I had named, I woke with a start. I then recalled to mind 
what I had asked the Lord for, and I thanked and blessed Him in 
simplicity and sincerity, and then lay and wondered at His tender 
condescension. 

" Something then seemed to creep into my mind suggesting 
that it was a delusion for me to think that this was the Lord's doing 
in answer to prayer, and insinuating that it was too early to rise. 
At last I found myself giving way and beginning to grow drowsy 
again, till, on a sudden, the thought occurred, Was this the 1ray to 
act after so clear an answer to prayer? \Vhat must I expect in a 
similar case in the future ? 

" So I immediately and stealthily got out of bed, through fear 
of awaking my wife, and began hurriedly to dress, for I was 
tempted again and again to return to my bed and not think 
that the Lord would condescend to pay attention to such a poor, 
insignificant creature as I. 

" But I groaned and persevered, and then fell down before the 
Lord, and had such a blessed time of loving communion as I believe 
I shall never forget, and in my simplicity I cried, '0, Lord, what 
can I render to Thee for all Thy benefits? I will take the cup of 
salvation and call upon the name of the Lord.'" 

. . . 
Homely and simple as is the account of the writer's trial and 

deliverance, none that are wise in heart should pass it 1m11otieed. 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

It. shows us how crafty is our great adversary in making the 
YPry repose which God in mercy grants our poor tired bodies an 
occasion of sin if we are not watchful. 

It exemplifies the love of our covenant God, not only in our 
circumstances of moment and importance, but in lif~'s little 
matters. 

" He overrules all mortal things and manages our mean affairs ; 
On humble souls the King of kings bestows His counsels and His caro,. ,,. 

It reminds us that He hears and answers detailed prayer,. 
and still grants tokens for good to His people. 0 how sweet. 
"·hen God's unseen hand is visible in what He does for us in 
response to our feeble cries! 

It bids us entrust the care of our poor, frail bodies to Him. 
Alarnm clocks and other devices are often resorted to by young 
Christians as aids to early rising. Far better were it to make
it a matt6r of simple but earnest prayer that the Lord would 
"wake us,'' as He did the Saviour, " to hear as the learned '' 
(Isa. 1. 4). We might then more often cry," My voice shalt Thou 
hear in the morning, 0 Lord : in the morning will I direct my 
prayer unto Thee, and will look up " (Psa. v. 3). 

Let us then ask Him for r~lief from the terrible feeling of 
tiredness which often depresses us in the hour of worship, for
physical strength to vocalise the desires of our hearts in compre
hensi,·e prayers when alone with Him, and for power to study His 
V1' ord ,\·ith full heed of heart. We fail to rise to a true conception 
of ,,hat spiritual prayer really is unless we realise that it includes. 
this simple and holy trust in Him/ 

(To be continued). 

Mr'.\"ISTERs' Col\'FL·ICTS THE COMFORTS OF THEIR HEARERS.-! 
now see that the eonflicts of mv soul are the life of the flock and 
though I am at this time under the continual attacks of Satan, yet 
I am looking out for better days, and for glorious accounts of some 
poor souls in future, proportionate to the soul travail that I have 
waded through. Pray, but never faint.-Huntington. 

THE GLorrY oF CHRIST APPREHENDED BY FAITH.-The revelation 
made of Christ in the blessed Gospel is far more glorious, more 
excellent, and more filled with rays of divine wisdom and goodness, 
• han the whole creation, and the just comprehension of it attain
,, le, can contaiu or afford. '\,'ithout the knowledge hereof, the 
mind of man, howeYer priding itself in other inventions and dis
co,·eries, is wrapped up in darkness and confusion (John xvii. 3). 
-(hnen. 

• Edmund Dinham was one of the first members of the Church which wor
shipped in Eden Street Chapel, and some account of the origin of this 
with an impartial notice of Edward Blackstock, whose strange vacillations were, 

God, the occasion of its first existence, from hitherto_unattainable sources,. 
may (D. Y.) be anticipated in future numbers. See" Memoirs of Hymn Writers," 
by Jobn Gadsby, pages 59 and 155. 
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"FHIDAY'H '' QUESTION, "WHY DOE:-l ClOD ~OT KILL 
THE DEVIL?" OR, 8UGGESTED HOLUTIO~S TO 

THE MY:-lTERY OF EVIL. 

BY A. E. HEALFF, LEICESTER. 

'· The Lord he.th made a.II things for Himself; yea., even the wicked for the 
dn.y of evil" . . . (" The ungodly m1,n• is kept for the evil da.y."-Septuagint 
Version). Proverbs xvi. 4. 

TnE teaching of this verse is plain. In ealling all His creatures 
into being, and in originating or permitting the events in which 
each has a part, God's object is to magnify and glorify Himself ; 
and though the presence and progress of his enemies may now 
seem to deprive His moral government of its lustre, His final 
treatment of the wicked at the last day will demonstrate the 
wisdom of His conduet in relation both to bad men, and the devil, 
and his angels. 

"He sees the oppressor e.nd the oppressed, and often gives the sufferers rest; 
But will His justice more display in the last graat rewarding day." 

In a well-known passage in De Foe's masterpiece, the narrator 
relates how he instrue.ted his man Friday in the rudiments of 
Christianity. Having informed him or the truth concerning God as 
the Creator, he proceeded to state how He sent His Son Jesus Christ 
to redeem sinners. He then taught him about the devil, God's 
relentless enemy, and man's powerful antagonist, to whom all evil 
was to be originally traced. In great astonishment the simple
minded black exclaimed, "If God much -~trong, mnch might as the 
devil, why God no kill the devil, so make him no mo1·e do wicked_>" 

Forthwith Crusoe explains to him, as far as was possible, that 
the Almighty has good reasons for permitting His great adversary 
to act as he does, but that "God will at last punish him with all 
severity, and that he is reserved for the judgment of the great day, 
when he will be finally cast into the bottomless pit, to dwell in 
everlasting fire." 

He concludes by expressing his desire that his faithful servant 
might experience the enlightening influences of the Hol:v Ghost, 
and that thus his conscience might be convinced and his soul 
saved. 

A question similar to that of Orusoe's Friday has stirred many 
saintly hearts-" Why did not God long since summarily put an 
end to Satan's existence, and so terminate the sin and misery of 
which he is the originating cause?" To reply to this is the 
writer'R object. 

* The word "me.n " is not in the original, and the adjective is in the 
singular number. The meaning, therefore. is that all ungodly moral agents, 
whether men, demons, or the devil himself, a.re, personally and individually 
considered, under the imperial ~way of God. None act without His permission, 
though each appears to do so according to the volition of his own will; and all 
n.re. and will be. kept under His eurveille.nce and control until the last day. when 
He will judge the secrets of their hearts by His Son Jesus Christ, and fully 
disclose their policy and proceedings to the wonder of the awestruck universe
and e.11 will marvel at the enormity of their sin and the severity of their 
punishment. 
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The all-holy and benevolent Creator must have good reasons 
for His prolonged permission of Satan's e..\'.istence and opposition. 
We are not, indeed, precisely and categorically informed what these 
are, yC't they may with some certitude be inferred from what we 
l'ead in the Sacred Word. For instance, Satan and his works are 
allowC'd to continue 

I. 
To AFFORD A Fl;LL VlEW TO MANKIND OF THE NATCTE, EXTENT, AND 

LIMITATIONS OF THE EnL WHICH HE EFFECTS. Sin, which results 
from his temptations, not only rui1wd humanity through the fall of 
our first parents in Eden, but since that time has destroyed 
thousands and dragged them to hell. Is it not needful that all 
who through grace are saved should have this continually in mind? 
Thus, in the present order of things, the moral havoc he is ever 
causing seITes as a daily object-lesson and monition. Unhappy 
sinners perish as awful warnings to the elect of God, that their 
hearte ma~- meditate terror (Isa. xxxiii. 18) and duly apprehend 
the nature of "the abominable thing which God hates" 
(.Ter. xliv. 4). 

The apparent licence accorded to Satan to work evil further 
exemplifies that all his malice and subtlety cannot effectually 
hinder the progress of the gospel or the ensured salvation of the 
redeemed. Neither has he ever succeeded, notwithstanding his 
tremendous influence for evil, in robbing Christ of one for whom 
His precious blood was shed. "I give unto My sheep eternal life, 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of 
My hand'' (John x. 28).* 

II. 
THE EXCELLENCIES OF THE DIVINE CHARACTER ARE THEREBY 

MANIFESTED. Self-display in created beings is a detestable form of 
pride, sinful in itself, and foolish and injurious in its manifesta
tions. In Jehovah, howewr, it exemplifies His goodness and it is 
most beneficial to mankind. To know "the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom He bath sent, is 'life eternal'" (John xvii. 3). 
The moral deformity and the persistent wickedness of Satan, like 
the dark background to a picture, by contrast set forth the bea~ty 
and goodness of God as disclosed by our Lord Jesus Chnst 
(Zech. ix. 17). Every picture, and indeed every natural landscape, 
need the contrast of light and shadows to throw into greater 
prominence its beauties and brilliance. So in all Nature and 
ProYidence, the storm, the hurricane, the lightning-flash, and the 
cloud-burst ; the shipwreek and the explosion, the volcano and the 
earthquake ; adversity, sorrow, and death-all are needed, in this 
present-time state, to bring into relief the beauties of the land and 
the sea, or the blessings of health, peace, and prosperity, that we 
may learn to set a proper value upon these benefits. Satan's 
continued but ineffectual endeavours thm, manifest (1) God's pov:er. 

• There is no word for" man" in the original, which the R.V. renders
" No one shall snatch them out of My hand," and Weymouth translates it, "Nor 
shall ariy foe wrest them," etc. See the similar note on page 41. 
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He is above the devil, and has no foar of him. (2) God's omni
science. He sees and knows all things. "Hell and destruction 
are before the Lord," and therefore His eye beholds the wicked 
one at all times and in all places, perceives his machinations, and 
effectually plans his final defeat. (3) God's patience and forbear
ance are al.~o in this way made k.nown. The wickedness even of 
Satan does not provoke Him to impatience or cause Him to hurry 
in the fulfilment of His purposes, either concerning man or the 
evil one. 

III. 
Satan is permitted to pursue HiR opposition to God and His 

people on earth TO AFFORD SCOPE ANO OPPORTUNITY FOR THE GROWTH 

IN GRACE and the progress towards spiritual maturity to which it 
is His purpose that His loved ones should attain while here 
below. 

All that are heaven-born and heaven-bound possess in the new 
nature the germ of every Christ-like grace; but this needs exercise 
for its development. Good must ever be in conflict with evil, not 
only that the actual existence of both may be made manifest, but 
because that which is good in the believer grows by the daily 
struggle against evil ; and watchfulness against the approaches of 
the enemy keeps the believer awake, alive and earnest. 

A naturalist, who was interested in watching the progress of 
insects through the three stages of their development, was some
what grieved to behold the long and painful labour which his 
moths and butterflies had to go through before they could emerge 
from the pupa or chrysalis and fly away in perfect form. One 
day, in order to relieve one of his most beautiful moths of this 
labour, he ripped open the cocoon with a penknife, and so set 
the struggling creature prematurely free. But alas ! it proYed to 
be dwarfed and crippled, as its wings and the other parts of its 
body had not been properly developed by the struggle which 
nature had prescribed. It was mis-shapen, and unable to fly. 
His mistake was then apparent. The effort to be free from which 
he had sought to spare it was necessary to its perfection and 
fulness of life. In all His operations God's ways are wise ; and 
if we still are compelled to "resist the devil" ere he will flee from 
us, it is that we may grow " strong in the Lord and in the power
not of our own-but of His might" (Eph. vi. 10). 

IV. 
This mysterious permission to continue on his course of 

perpetual and relentless evil is accorded to Satan for the final 
glorification of the everlasting Son of the Father, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Every true believer will e,·entually, in the person and 
tluough the power of his exalted Saviour and head, "overcome 
the wicked one." 

Thus the presence and power of Satan in this world are 
designed to EXALT J Esus AS THE RISEN AND GLORIFIED Goo-MAN. E,·ery 
believer will, in the person and power of Christ, eventually over
come the wicked one. " God will brnise Satan under your feet 
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shortly." " "Therefore take unto you the whole armour 0£ God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all (marg., having overcome all), to stand," says the apostle. Sin 
'' shall not have dominion over you," and John, by the same Rpirit, 
says, " I write unto you young men, because ye have overcome the 
wicked one.'' Thus " the seed of the woman '' will bruise the 
serpent's head. Of Christ in all His members it is said that "They 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony,'' and of these John further tells us, "I saw . . . them 
that had gotten the victory over the beast . . . stand on the sea 
of glass, having the harps of God." 

This will be the glorious reversal of the primeval curse, as 
Milton so beautifully writes in the opening lines of " Paradise 
Lost": 

•· Of man·s first disobadience . . . till one greo.ter Man 
Restore us, and r,·gaiu the blissful seat, 
Sing, heavenly Muse." 

This John Kent, the dock-labourer of Plymouth, reiterates:-
" When Adam to eat of th~ fruit was ioolined, 

It answered the end that Jehovah designed ; 
No purpose of mercy wa; altered thereby: 
'Twas all for the rai-sing of J e,us on high.•· 

While Ralph Erskine closes the chorus of triumphant song :
,. Sin for my good shall work and win, tbo' 'tis not good for me to sin." 

FArTH's RELIANCE ON Gon\; WORD. - Where fait.h is in true 
and li ,·ely exercise, passing occurrences and the appearances of 
things do not affect it. Bright circumstances do not enable us to 
believe it any more firmly, nor do dark appearances at all shake its 
confidence. They are all nothing to it, for it depends alone on the 
Word of God: it has the Almighty Jehovah for its Object, whose 
faithfulness is pledged to give us all we require. And seeing all 
events and circumstances in His omnipotent hand, she laughs 
at every foe, while she holds most firmly the word of her faithful 
God. 

"Faith, mighty faith the promise sees, and looks to th.at alone, 
Laughs at impossibilities, and eries, It shall be clone.'" 

"T1rn FATHER LovETH THE Sox, and hath given all things into 
His Son's hands'' (John iii. 35). Here is ground of encourage
ment to the faith and hope of sinners, that all things are given into 
such a wise hand; even His who is the wisdom of God, and knows 
how to give out of His treasures, when, and in what measure. "His 
understanding is infinite.'' He is a God of judgment. Blessed 
are~ all they that wait for Him," for " He waits that He may be 
gracious" (Isa. :xxx. 18). He waits the best time, and therefore we 
would do best to wait His time, and we shall find it to be the best : 
"He that believeth not shall not make haste" (Isa. xxvii. 16), 
knowing that wisdom dwelleth with God.-Ralph Erskine. 
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ANOTHER OF OUR OHAPEL8 CLOSED! 

A 8TRAIGHT TALK ON CURRENT MATTERS. 

'l'mRTY-EIGHT years have elapsed since the Editor first cast in his 
lot with the Strict and Particular Baptists of London and its 
vicinity. About forty ministers of grace and ability were then the 
esteemed settled pastors of our Churches, and as we are enjoined 
to remember those" that had the rule over us" (Heb. xiii: 7, R.V.), 
it may be well to revive their once honoured names. W. Alderson, 
J. S. Anderson, C. W. Banks, J. Bennett, J. T. Briscoe, J. Davis, 
D. Crumpton, R. G. Edwards, W. H. Evans, W. Flack, J. Foreman, 
Samuel Green, D. Gander, H. F. Griffin, J. Griffiths, H. Hall, 
J. Hazelton, J. Haydon, E. Hewlett, T. Higham, S. Kevin, 
E. Langford, W. Lodge, W. H. Lee, C. Masterson, J. L. Meeres, 
S. Milner, Mr. Moyle, H. Myerson, W. Palmer, J. Ponsford, 
G. Reynolds, G. W. Shepherd, W. Stead, T. Stringer, G. Thurston, 
W. Waterer, G. Webb, W. Webb, J. Wells, P. W. Williamson, 
J. Wilkins, J. Woodard, and G. Wyard."' Four only of these 
survive, three of whom have long dissociated themselves with us. 
The majority died in faith, and to quote Bunyan, " made a 
good end.'' 

These were personally known to us, and we gratefully recall 
that all-with more or less cordiality-extended to us as a young 
man the hand of kindly encouragement and fellowship. 

Many chapels in which Churches of our faith and order wor
shipped have since been closed. The list of these is almost 
appalling. Little Alie-street; Artillery-lane; The Avenue, Camden 
Town ; Bethel, Old Ford ; Bethel, Hoxton ; The School Room, 
Camden Town; Castle-street, Blackfriars; Cave Adullam, Step
ney ; Dorchester Hall, Islington ; Garner, Kentish Town ; Gold
hurst-road ; "The Tabernacle," Hayes; Jireh, East-road; J0hnson
street, Notting Hill; Lavina Grove, King's Cross; Lever-street, 
St. Luke's; Keppel-street; St. Matthias-road, Stoke Newington; 
Meard's-court; one of our chapels in Pimlico; Trinity Chapel, 
Borough; Speldhurst-road, North Hackney; and Zion, ·wilderness
row; beside others which were the transient homPs of causes that 
failed, like that in which R. Bowles once preached at Poplar ; and 
the abortive effort at Finchley.t 

* Philip Dickerson had resigned, but was serving his former Church in the 
ea.pa.city of dee.con. John Bloomfield had recently left us. I. Atkinson, 
J. Austin, W. Bull, S. Collins, W. Crowther, J.P., C. Hill, Thomas Jones, and 
M:r. Vo.rder, of Yeovil, from the provinces, were welcomed when visiting Lonn on. 
G. Murrell's days of service were over through debility of age, and the veteran 
Charles Box, \hough his pa.store.! work bo.d termine.ted, preached occasionally 
with much unction and power in different chapels. In this enumeration, dear 
brethren of the Gospel Standard connection a.re excluded-not out of disrespect 
to their memory, but simply because the writer never had the slightest denomina
tional association with them. Then, as now, he we.s content to dwell among 
his own people. 

i" To these might be added chapels which are lost to us denominationally, 
as they no longer a.re the homes of Churches of our" fsith and order." For 
instance, High-street, Ilford (once Ja.mes Woodard's); Rye-lane, Peckham 
(once Mr. Moyle's); Ebenezer, Claphe.m \Once Mr. Henry Hall's); New Maldeu 
(once Mr. Henry Brown'd); and Croydon (once Mr. Thurston's). 

D 
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To these alas must 11010 be added Carmel Chapel, Woolwich, 
and Dacre Park Chapel, Lewisham. 

The loss to our section of the Church of this last-named 
sanctuary has giwn rise to this paper. The cause originated with 
Thomas Jones, then of Blackheath, a minister of peculiar versa
tility and vigour. In 1862 he strenuously endeavoured to induce 
the Earl of Dartmouth to grant a freehold site to himself and 
friends, but in rnin ; because they were dissenters. A plot of 
ground "-as, however, soon after acquired on a long lease, and a 
chapel erected. The Church was at that time strong and wealthy, 
its membership including the honoured names of Wood, Northover, 
J. ~fote, Spencer, Cole, and T. l\I. Whittaker. Under the ministry 
of Thomas Jones and his successor, Mr. Cracknell, the cause 
throrn, "-hile B. B. Wale, who followed him, crowded the chapel to 
the doors. In truth, as a scholar, an expositor, an original and 
eloquent preaeher, a poet, a lecturer, and a popular writer he had 
no peer. His success continued until an event oecm-rt>d in which 
the judgment of charity (as many still aver) was conspicuous by 
its absence. He retired and prosperity left the place. Others in 
turn laboured hard to revive the interest-the best knowu of 
whom were Dr. Csher, now c;if Tunbridge Wells, and our late 
most saintly brother, W. K. Dexter-but the tide of blessing had 
receded, never to return. 

~fore recently many dear and devoted men have abode by the 
stuff and prayed earnestly and. laboured indefatigably to regain the 
lost tokens for good ; but it has not proved the will of the Lord 
that this should be vouchsafed, and the chapel has finally and for 
ever passed into other hands. Few faets are uninstructive, and 
oar reminiscences of this epoch in our history might suggest 
solemn thoughts to the wise in heart. 

Contrast the spheres of labour of the forty gracious, able, and 
God-ovmed ministers whom we have enumerated, so clear in their 
testimonies and so firm in contending for the trutl1, with the 
majority of our Churches in the present day. 

Reflect on our lost sanctuaries, and whiled ue allowance is accorded 
to such recently erected chapels as those at Limehouse, Brixton, 
Watford, Little Ilford, Soho, and others, must it not be conceded 
that while the population of the ~Ietropolis has grown so marvel
lously, we have suffered our numerical accommodation to decrease 
in the most lamentable way ? 

Surelv such matters as this demand consideration when our 
brethren ·meet as an Association, rather than the abstract questions 
discussed in the Papers which some affirm to be so edifying. Are 
there not causes for these things ; and should it not be our business 
to discover these and seek in God's light for the remedy? 

Truth is eternal and unchanging. Forms and expressions of 
truth may, however, be defective or faulty. \Ve boast of our 
soundness but the onlv soundness commended in the Bible is sound
ness of he~rt. The n~gation of error is not necessarily the asser
tion of the truth. The repetition of the gospel in its bare letter is 
hy no means sufficient food for God's living family. A blind 
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following of cnstorn and prece<lent is not netessarily adhering 
to the ways of God. Our closed chapels, our failing rnngrega
tions, our lack of enthusiasm for our horne churches anH for our 
home interests-whatever may be said of our evangelical efforts 
elsewhere-surely emphasise the solemn affirmation that "that 
which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away." God is 
evidently "shaking not the earth only but also heaven." 0 for 
the downright honesty which in God's sight will give unbiassecl 
heed to what is transpiring! 0 that the divine words, "quit you 
like men and be strong," were laid with unction and power on all 
holy hearts ! 

JESUS, THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST. 
BY HORATIUS BONAR, D.D. (1807-1889). 

Issned by Request. 
THIS little-known lyric, which is not included among its Author•s "Hymns 
of Faith and Hope," appeared in" 'fhe Bible Hymn Book," 1845, its writer's 
second book of sacred poetry. Some of its verses appear in modern 
Selections and Hymnals, but we believe in none that are in use in Strict 
Baptist Chapels. It has a ben.uty and what we might style an individu
ality not surpassed in any of its long sainted ·author's subsequent 
compositions. 

For we have not all high priest which cannot be touched with a feel
ing" of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin" (Heb. iv. 15). 

FIRST PART.-APPEAL. 

JESUS, my sorrow lies too deep Yes, for as if Thou would"st be God 
For human ministry; E'en in Thy misery, 

It knows not how to tell itself 'fhere's been no sorrow but Thine 
To any but to Thee. Untouched by sympathy. [owu 

Thou dost remember still, amid Jesus, my fainting spirit brings 
'fhe glories of God's throne, Its fearfulness to Thee, 

The sorrows of mortality, Thine eye at least can penetrate 
For they were once Thine own. The clouded mystery. 

And is it not enough, enough, 
This holy sympathy? 

There is no sorrow e'er so deep 
But I may bring to Thee. 

SECOND PART.-ASSENT. 

It is enough-my gracious Lord, 
Thy tender sympathy-

My ev'ry sill and sorrow can 
Devolve itself on Thee. 

As God, ThoL1 graspedst e'en the 
Of human misery, [whole 

Thine own alone lay desolate 
In 'fhine e,,;tremity. 

Thy risen life but whets Thee more 
l?or kindly sympathy, 

Thy love unhinder'd rests upou 
Each b1·iiised" Branch in Thee." 

Jesus, TboLt hast avail'd to probe 
My deepest malady, 

It freely flows, more freely finds 
The precious remedy. 

AssuRANCE PROMOTES SPIRITUAL AoTirITY.-Paul's assurance of 
-obtaining what he ran for was a mighty strengthening to him in 
his race. Who so crucified to the world as Paul, so abundant ill 
all kind of service, or more ready to die for Christ than he? ,Yho 
yet had the fullest assurance of holding out, and of rtceiYing the 
crown of righteousne,-s at last; and that nothing should separatt' 
him from it.-8/i;;ha Cole8. 
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,J F S T I F I C A T I O N . 

A Se,·mon delivered on Lord's-day Morn.ing, December 17th, 1854, at the 
Bopti,t Chapd, Stoke Ash.-(C:ontinued.) 

J3y CnARLEs H1u .. 
"Them He also justified. "-Rom. viii. 30. 

\YE han' thus dwelt on the i111portance of this great subject, and 
shown how it differs from the equally essential work of Sanctifica
tion. Spiritual distinctions, though frequently overlooked, demand 
close attention. Another distinction, equally momentous now 
claims notice, and we obsen-e that ' 

UL-Between J VSTIF1CATI01\' and the DIVINE PARDON OF SIN, 

though often regarded as one and the same, a clear line of 
demarcation should also be drawn. 

Whom the Lord justifies, He also pardons ; but He does these by 
distinct acts. One is an act of justice, the oth.er of mercy; one is 
founded on His authority as the Lawgiver and Judge, the other He 
performs as an exhibition of His paternal regard and love to the 
objects of His sovereign and distinguishing grace. It is im
possible to justify _the guilt of the offender, although he may be 
free}>- and fully forgiven his crime, pardoned, and his punishment 
remitted. ForgiYe11ess cannot, will not, and does not annihilate 
the act of offence, or ignore its having existed as a procuring cause 
of deserrnd suffering and reprobation. It has been done, and it 
cannot by any possible means be undone. The tears of contrition 
for wrong-doing and an entire departure from it, however greatly 
these may prove the sincerity of a sinner's repentance and entitle 
him to sympathy and compassion, can neither justify nor revoke 
the deed. Thus it was with Peter, who, though forgiven by the 
kind lorn-look of his crucified Lord, could NOT Jl'STIFY his base 
denial of his sorrowing and suffering Master. So also with David, 
who, though he received forgiveness with his spared life, found 
that his deeds of sin and murder existed to haunt him like ghosts, 
and were " ever before him." 

It is impossible to justify sin and guilt, and also as impossible 
to pardon an innocent person. It avails not what crimes have 
been alleged against him, what heinous acts may have been 
imputed to him, what black reproach and scorn may have blasted 
his reputation and defiled his name, however numerous and 
powerful his adversaries may be, or however deep and malignant 
their designs and desires, an innocent man cannot-in the nature 
of things-he forgiven ; his innocency prohibits and forbids it. 
Honourably justified and acquitted he must be, if justice is done 
him ; but pardoned he cannot be, simply because he is not guilty. 
Pardon respects the guilty and not the innocent. 

The streams of forgiveness can flow only in the channels of 
mercy to the objects of suffering. Sinless angels in heaven know 
not by experience the blessedness of those whose sins are pardoned, 
hm1·ewr greatly they participate and unite with them to celebrate 
the praises of Him that forgiws. God has given them grace which 
111aintains them in their primitive glory and standing, and justifies 
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their occupation and enjoyments of their high and exalted position 
and privileges; hut He never bestowed on them the gra(·e of 
forgiveness, simply because they never needed it, since they ne,·er 
sinned. 

A plain illustration will elucidate our meaning. 8uppose that 
some person robs you, and is detected, and you ·forgive him. ~till 
his crime of theft remains; and neither you nor he, however ym: 
may both wish it, can erase it from memory, or destroy it; 
existence, on his death-bed even if twenty years had passed awa_ · 
since he wronged you. If you survived, you would recollect th: L 

he once robbed you. Though you forgave him, you cou:cl not S,ff 
he acted rightly in so doing. :No; this would be to justify hi1:: 
On the other hand, suppose some innocent person had been appn•
hended for the robbery, committed and rnst into prison, and on L:-i 
day of trial was proved free from tha crime, however you and l:t: 
might hate and wish to injure each other, you must justify ar.d 
acquit him of this charge. Your forgiveness he would reject 
because he never was guilty ; and you, on the same ground, roultl 
not extend it to him. 

IV.-We next notice THE NATURE OF JcsTIFIC.-1.TIO:'>I, and enquiru i 
in what it consists. The meaning of the verb to j1lsti/y, is by 
competent authority stated to be, to clear from guilt; to absolve; 
to vindicate ; to declare one innocent and free from charges ; all 
of which are maintained and exhibited in the Scriptural revelation 
of a sinner's justification before God. 

In order, however, to see and admire the greatness of the grace 
which performs so vast a deed, it is necessary that we advert to 
the natural state of its favoured objects. On this point, how 
explicit are the affirmations of sacred truth : "Behold I was ~ha pen 
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me." We have 
"gone away from the womb speaking lies.'' "God looked clown 
from heaven upon the children of men to see if there were any that 
did understand, and seek God : they are all gone out of the wa~·, 
they are altogether become filthy, there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one." "The carnal mind is enmity against God; is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." A host of 
similar passages might be produced. Bnt we had better associate 
with these the statements of the godly. "Behold, I am vile," says 
Job. •· From the crown of the head, to the sole of the foot, we are 
full of wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores,'' says Isaiah. 
"Pardon my iniquity, for it is great," says DaYid. "Oh wretched 
man that I am," says Paul. " When I would do good, e,·il is 
present with me,'' is the heartfelt acknowledgment of all who 
rightly know themselves and God. 

Then gaze upon the scene which everywhere presents itself; 
and what appalling spectacles are to be seen ; what daring wieked
ness is revealed! Sin unirnrsally prevails, iniquity abounds. 
Rebellion unblushingly appears; the old and tht) .rnnng, the rich 
and tht1 poor, the learned and the illiterate, the master and serrnnt 
are alike involved in the general revolt, and branded as traitors 
against Goel. In the cries of the cradle of infanc.,·, in the rnrses 
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of the higforny of life, and in the despairing groans of the death
bed of agt>, the solemn fact is presented that man is a sinner, 
a guilt.,·, deeply guilt~· transgressor. 

;\or is this all ; for his guilt and his sin he is accountable to 
God, to law, and to justice; and howewr reluctantly, he must be 
arraigned to judgment, and meet the audit where equity prevails 
and righteousness resides. Transgressors shall fall. The wages 
of sin is death. The wicked shall be cast into hell where the 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. Such are the 
utterances of truth to the ungodl:v and guilty. 

The claims of the la,v will not be ignort>d to exonerate him ; 
the demands of justice will not he relinquished to rescue him . 
. \nd what-what can the culprit do in order to escape the 
sentence and the suffering? We answer, nothing, absolutely 
nothing. Alike destitute of power, and resources, and will, he 
cannot saYe himself. As far as he is concerned his case is hope
less, his eondition awful, and his eondemnation certain. 

But O the depths of the unsearchable riches of grace! The 
God against whom he has sinned, whose holy name he has 
blasphemed, whose laws he has violated, whose gifts he has 
prostituted to the senice of sin, and whose Word he has spurned 
and contemned, appears. But how ? As a consuming flame to 
take Yengeance ? to pour out His fury as a burning stream ? to 
seal his destiny in endless despair ? to consign him to the home 
and doom of devils? No; wonder, ye heavens, and adore ye 
earth; the Lord appears to justify, to put away the guilt, to 
destroy the sin, to vindicate, to absolve, to declare the guilty 
guiltless, to make him as though he had never sinned, to make 
him pure and perfect, holy, harmless, and happy, to raise him 
from his shame, and to give him a right-yes, a right to the 
heaven of heavens, and the inheritance of the saints in light. 

I am aware that statements of this character are repudiated 
and hated. And why? Why, because they rend the muslin 
garments of an outside self-righteous system of religion into rags. 
They stop the vain tongue of self-laudation, and take the crown 
from the head of the hollow-hearted hypocrite. But, brethren, 
they are true; they will do to live by and to die by. They will do 
in summer and winter ; in prosperity and adversity ; in sorrow and 
jo,\'. The:,' remain the same like their great Author; they are "the 
same ~-esterday, and to day, and for ever." 

(To be continued). 

EMMA!\TEL's GRol:Nv.-Between the two extremes of absolute 
perfection and total apostacy, lies the large field of believers' ohedi
ence and walking with God. Many a sweet heavenly passage there 
is, and many a dangerous depth in this field. Some walk near to 
the one side, some to the other ; yea, the same persons may some
times press hard after perfeetion and sometimes be cast to the very 
border of destruction.-011:en. · 
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SEOHETS: OR, HOMELY THOUGHTS ON MATTERS 
OF MOMENT.-PART II. 

Bv OLArm,sA. 

Au,-as we have seen-are repositories of secrets which differ 
according to their temperament and circumstances. Loeked in 
every bosom is the knowledge of matters which we cannot dis
close, and which will never be divulged till "these failing lips 
grow dumb, and sight and memory flee." "The heart knoweth 
his own bitterness, and a stranger doth not intermeddle with 
his joy." Hence all human existence is more or less isolated and 
lonely. 

' There are those who deem they know me well 
And smile if I tell them ' nay' ; 

Who think they may clearly and carelessly tell 
Each living drop in the heart's deep well, 
And lightly enter its inmost cell, 

But little, how little, know they." 

This invests all our lives with peculiar pathos. A velvet slipper 
may cover an aching foot ; a smiling face may hide an anxious 
mind ; boisterous gaiety may disguise a careworn and tortured 
heart ; assumed unconcern may be but the pretence of peace 
when the guilty soul is full of "fearful apprehension of coming 
judgment '' (Heh. x. 27). Strenuous earnestness may wear the 
disguise of apathy, and real kindness assume the aspect of stern
ness or disregard~ 

Let us then not complain if we are misunderstood, and refrain 
from all harsh judgment of others. Thought-reading, though 
much vaunted, is exceedingly rare. Hearts will only be visible in 
eternity's light. " We shall know each other better when the 
clouds roll by.'' 

Should we not again remember that men and women are not 
the sole repositories of secrets? God is the infinite :\Iystery, and 
has even adopted the word " Secret " as one of His august names 
(Judges xiii. 18). He also has His secrets and, as we read 
in Mrs. Alexander's "Burial of Moses,'' He 

·' - hath His mysteries of love, things that we must not tell; 
But He hide3 them deep, like the secret sleep of him He loved so well." 

Many of the secrets of His love, His motives, His reasons, His 
preferences, and His purposes, have been disclosed in and by the 
Mediator, Jesus Christ, the true Zaphnath-paaneah, or Revealer 
of Secrets (Gen. xli. 45 ; Eph. iii. 9). Others will be hidden till 
the great day of revelation; while many, we cannot doubt, will 
remain deep hidden in His infinitely glorious mind for ever. To 
a great extent, however, He will eternally remain unknown and 
unknowable. " God is great and we know Him not." " Who by 
searching can find out God, can. find out the Almighty to perfec
tion ? '' Yet while it is true that "no man hath seen God at any 
time," yet "the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath declared Him.'' "The secret things belong unto 
the Lord our God, but those that are revealed unto us and our 
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\'hildren.'' Thus through the view of Him that we obtain through 
Christ, and the gracious t0achings of the Holy Spirit, "the secret 
of the Lord is with them that fear Him." 

\Ye would add that He is the only Being who is entitled to 
retain His own secrets, for these none can bid Him disclose. If He 
"exalts neglected worms,'' or brings down "the mighty from their 
seats,'' "not Gabriel asks the reason 'why,' or God the answer 
giws," and faith cries, "even so Father, for so it seemed good in 
Thy sight." 

Remember, too, that He fully knows all our secrets. "His eyes 
behold, His eyelids try the children of men." 

"One glance of Thine, eternal Lord, pierces o.11 ne.ture through, 
Nor heaven nor earth nor hell afford a shelter from Thy view!" 

"He thus sets our seaet sins in the light of His countenance,'' 
while our unfulfilled purposes and the nobler aspirations which we 
could not accomplish have His just and kindly estimate. 

Solemn is the thought that in a coming day we shall all be 
compelled to disclose our most cherished secrets. "God will then 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ." Then gracious men 
will appear at their best, and bad men at their worst. Shams will 
not outlive time; misapprehensions will die with our last hour. 
The flashlight of absolute truth will display us " exactly as 
we are." 

Many fear that day. Others anticipate it with eager joy. This 
all should if " we are then found in Him, not having our own right
eousness, which is of the Law, but that which is of the faith of 
Christ." Nothing will then occur which will pain the humble 
Christian. The blood of Christ will have removed all cause of 
shame (Isa. liv. 4). Noble deeds will then be commended. The 
gift of a cup of cold water to some famished pilgrim will be com
memorated. The tiny coin, spared at great cost, like the widow's 
mites, will have its reward. Words spoken for Jesus with fear and 
trembling will have their lasting record. The resisted temptation, 
the secret victory won on the knee of prayer, or the burden silently 
borne for His sake-all will be recognised. 

" And small will seem all sacrifice 
And pain and loss 

When God shall wipe the weeping eye~, 
For suffering give the victor's prize, 

The crown, for cross.'' 

Finally, our subject suggests solemn reflections. Many have 
secrets which they would not, for the world, should be universally 
known in this life. Yet they are assured that, carefully as these 
may be guarded, they will cease to be secrets hereafter. Our 
children sing 

" -- must the crimes that I have done be read and published there, 
Be all exposed before the throne while men and angels hear ? " 

And the answer is " they rnu.st, '' unless our sins are forgiven ere 
we die. Then it will be our happiness to stand with '' boldness in 
the day of judgment," for "who aught to our charge shall lay? '' 
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This thought has not unfrequently heen used hy the Holy 
Spirit to impress sinnern with their need of the Havionr's gracP, 
and to lead them to entrust the secrets of their burdened hearts to 
Him. Happily, wherever we are and whatever o,u life-story may 
have been, He may always be depended on as a confidant if we are 
drawn by His lovingkindness to His feet. "Tell ,Jesus" is the 
gospel for the anxious, condensed into two words. 

The heartache of unrequited love, the loneliness which deplores 
those whom the grave has claimed, the friends who grieve us, the 
foes who scorn us, the circumstances we cannot eontrol, the tempta
tions we are not strong enough to resist, and sadder by far than all 
these, the mistakes we <.:annot rectify and the sin long concealed 
from any of our kith or kin, but a Ii ving fact to us, are all so many 
claims on His interest and attention. 

He can understand our complicated nature as none else can, and 
is always full of sympathy for want and sorrow. He loves to he 
trusted. He welcomes a sinner's confidence, and never " despises 
the sighing of a contrite heart or the desire of such as he 
sorrowful." 

Jesus keeps secrets. Hence we are told by Solomon that "it is 
the glory of God to conceal a matter" (Prov. ·xxv. 2). The 
exigencies of state may render it essential to a human monarch to 
inform hts counsellors of matters which he would fain keep to 
himself, but it is the prerogative of the Lord to retain all confes
sions whispered in faith to Him. Under certain circumstances we 
might be obliged, though reluctantly, to tell what we know-as who 
really committed a crime with which an innocent person is charged. 
But our secrets are safe when confided to the Lord Jesus. What 
His ear receives His heart retains. 

A woman whom the Lord when on earth graciously healed of a 
disease, the nature of which she at first shrank from disclosing, was 
finally brought, though with " fear and trembling,'' to tell Him 
"all the truth'' (Mark v. 33). This illustrates how those whose 
lives are shadowed by such secrets as we have described, should 
treat the Master. If she could trust Him surely we may. A great 
load must have left her heart as her quivering lips voiced the 
admission of what His love had done; and how ·wondrous is the 
relief wo may know if we are led to fully confide in Him. 

Listen then as the children sing ; and may their simple song 
carry its teaching to some troubled hearts : 

'' Wha.t &. Friend we ha.vein Jesus a.ll our sins a.nd griefs to bear; 
Wh&.t &. privilege tn ca.rry everything to God in prsyer. 

Ca.n we find &. friend so faithful who will a.ll our sorrows she.re ? 
J esue knowd our every weakness-take it to the Lord in prayer.'' 

As the Israelites were but once circumcised, so we are but once 
baptized only, because we are but once born only. As circum
cision was the first heginning of Judaism, so baptism is the first 
beginning of Christianity. 
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THE \'ALUE OF A D.D. Dl~GHEE. 

AN ANECDOTE OF THE LATE c. H. SPURGEON. 

IT often happe1wd that a distinguished visitor from home or foreign 
lands would visit tlw eollege on a Friday afternoon. I well 
remember a tall, good-looking American, who was invited by the 
President to sav a few words to the students at the end of the 
Lecture. · 

The speaker referred to the admiration of his fellow-countrymen 
for our President, and threw a good deal of warmth into his 
enlogiums. As a brilliant climax to his speech he produced a roll 
of parchment, and intimated that he had been commissioned from 
a certain American Cniversity to confer the Doctor of Divinity 
degree upon Mr. Spurgeon. He then begged him to accept the 
document, and the distinction it was intended to impart. The 
students had the t,Yo faces in view at the same moment, and noted 
the earnest and serious look of the Yankee in contrast to the 
surprised and amused expression of the President. 

We knew that something was coming soon. vV ords of great 
heartiness and evident sincerity told of the gratification with 
which the assurances of confidence and rBgard from across the 
water were rnceived, and something like this came at the end : "I'm 
really much obliged to you, sir, and to the good friends you 
represent, for all the kind things you have said. I wish I deserved 
them all, but I am sure that I do not.'' 

Then, as if suddenly recollecting the parchment which lay upon 
the table, and with a gentle, genial humour in his tone which put 
all rudeness or discourtesy out of the qumition: " But AS FOR THIS, 

to tell you the truth, my dear friend, I wouldn't give you TUPPENCE 

FOR A Bl:SHEL OF 'EM ! " 
~ir. Spurgeon always felt that a D.D. would be a dubious 

distinction for himself, whatever glory it might confer upon other 
rueu, although there were some for whom he readily recognised its 
appropriateness.-From "Personal Reminiscences of C. H. 
Spurgeon,'' by William Williams. 

FEAR NOT; OR THE SHEPHERD'S VOICE. 
'' And the sheep follow him: for they know his voice" (John x. 4). 

" Fear not, little flock" (Luke xii. 32). 
"Fear not, My little flock," He says When stot·ms of sorrow, rising high, 

(We recognise His voice) O'erwhelm us with alarm, 
Who leads us on in Wisdom's ways, "Fear not," says ,Tesrn,, "it is I;" 

And in Him we rejoice. And all around is calm. 
" My Father gave you unto Me, When deat.h would make our spirit's 

And by His grace you stand: quake, 
No power that is, or e'er shall he, And till us with dismay, 

Can pluck you from My hand." "Pear not," says Christ," I came to 
When the old Lion's voice is beard, The sting of death away." [take 

Who threatens to devour-- I eame commissioned to fultll 
"Fear· not! " is Christ's assuring My l<'ather's high decree; 

word, 'Tis the good pleasure of His will 
While He restrains His power. That you should reign with Me. 

Oct., 1907. JOSIAH BRISCOE. 
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FAULTLI◄:S~ IN THE PIU~SENCE OF HI~ GLORY.'' 
(Jude 24). 

WE that are the Lord's are to be" kept from falling," and finally 
to be presented "faultless before the pretience of His glory.'' Le! 
us anticipate this presentation with hope and gratitude, and take 
the thought home, as far as we can, in all its fulness and in all 
its power. 

There is a great detector in the universe which we call light. 
By it all objects are manifested. Many things may pass in the 
darkness which will not bear its searching test. Think of a 
sunbeam suddenly let through a shutter into an otherwise dark 
room. All the specks and molecules invisible before, quivering 
along thi1:1 line of light, are at once made visible. Let the sun, 
or, as it has been called, the natural painter, who knows not how 
to flatter-let the sun flash down his strong light upon you, and 
the photograph will omit neither scar nor blemish ; and the very 
strength of the lil,l."ht itself will sometimes compel your least 
amiable expression and present you with a rather unfavourable 
portrait "to soothe the winter of your discontent." Excessive 
light dazzles us, and even causes pain to the unprotected eye. 

Alas ! there are few of us who, if we had a window in our 
bosom could bear the scrutiuy, or submit with ease to the inevit
able detection of innumerable moral blemishes, now perhaps latent 
and invisible, like the specks of dust which the sunbeam so rapidly 
detects. 

But hereafter we are to be "faultless "-with characters so 
perfect and transparent as to bear the most brilliant light of all, the 
light of "the presence of His glory." This we are assurtd will 
stream down on all the human souls which Christ will present to 
His Father in that day, and which will then be found" faultless," 
even when submitted to the process of detection which will not 
leave the smallest imperfection undiscovered. 

Oh the contrast between now and then! Now, as the dazzling 
light pierces us through and through with its searching rays, its 
revelation is so dismaying that we cry aloud in the bitterness of 
our dismay. Then the saints in light will hail it gladly ; its 
revelation will ma11ifest nothing which will bring them shame or 
confusion. '' Faultless in the presence of His glory," we shall 
await our presentation to the Father, not only without perturbation, 
but "with exeeeding joy." 

See! it is flashing, that strange and searching hght-it is 
flashing in the temple at Jerusalem ; it is "the presence of God ·s 

• The o.bove is part nf a sermon which the Editor heo.rd delivered by W. 
Morley Punshon, l\LA, LL.D., in 1861. Apo.rt from its instructive teaching, it 
appeared to him a marvel of sacred eloquence; nor has the impression it pro
d;ioed on him as a youth of nineteen ever left his mind. To young preachers who 
aim at forming their style on the best models, the study of such passages is 
warmly commended. Its defioienoy doubtless is that it does not help to show 
who will thus be presented '· faultless." It recurred to our mind from its 
resemblance to some portions of " Clarissa's" seoond paper bn " Secrets." 
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glor.,·." And there on the sacred floor, prostrate and sorrowful, is 
a man, heating his breast and crouching beneath tho agony of a 
wounded spirit, and cr,,·ing, " \Voe, woe is me." What sinner lies 
there, mourning over a life of atrocity and rebellion against the 
Highest? What tPrrible audacity and blasphemy have constrained 
this passionate weeping? Of all sinners he is certainly the \'ilest. 
Nay, of all earth's holy ones this man is, perhaps, the holirnit; than 
others a more faithful reprover of iniquity ; than others more 
gifted with a Divine manifestation. 

It is Isaiah, the prophet of the Lorq.. The light has shone upon 
him, and he cannot endure it, and in the agony of his contrasted 
,·ilene~s he breathes out his soul : " Woe is me, for I am undone, 
for mine eyes haxe seen the King, the Lord of Hosts! '' This is 
the effect produced by this light on earth (Isaiah vi.). 

But see, it is flashing-that strange and searching light
searching e,·en in that land where there is no darkness at all ; it is 
flashing in the court of heaven. It is "the presence of God's 
glory." The Father is on His throne, and on His right hand is 
His triumphant Son; and there, in the light's full glare, a mortal 
stands whom He has presented to His Father ; once a darkened, 
once an alienated, once a degraded sinner ; but now " washed, 
sanctified and justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
Spirit of our God." The last test has now come upon him. The 
light is shining vertical, full, cloudless upon his soul ; yet he 
blenches not. He is not servile, for the Son has made him a king. 
Erect and unabashed, even in the brightness of that searching 
light, he stands, and from him there shines out " the image of the 
heavenly.'' God the Father regards him and 8ees that the resem
blanee is perfect, and pronounces it to be very good. The Son, 
smiling on the spirit He has redeemed, rejoices in the "travail of 
His soul." Angels catch the sound, and the harpers burst forth 
in a chorus of irrepressible melody, the benizon and burden of 
which are still the same. Anon the strain is caught up by ten 
thousand voices, till it swells through the azure fields and all 
heaven shares the gladness anJ rejoices with exceeding joy as the 
celestial choristers repeat the unending song, " Faultless, in the 
presence of His glory." 

TRrnCLATIONS OF BENEFIT.-Afflictions take us out of company; 
they gather our thoughts home; they serve to turn our eyes in
ward ; they bring the child of God to book ; they east a damp upon 
earthly enjoyments, and wean the affectioBE!'from a vain world ; 
they lead to self-examination and to consider the one thing need
ful ; and they often humble the mind, meeken the spirit, en?ourage 
faith, awaken fear, and perfume the soul, and make 1t more 
unctuous and savoury ; they lead to watchfulness on the handy 
works of God, and to thimkfulness where His goodness appears.--
Ji,untinglon. 
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DIOTREPHER THE DEACON. 

Oen Congregational brethren, as a rule, excel us in the diarac;ter 
of their great denominational meetings. We, too often, are content 
to utter or to listen to banal commoriplaces, pious platitudes, and 
trite and trivial truths which might, with equal propriety, be 
delivered anywhere and at any time. They, however, avail them
selves of special opportunities to speak plainly on duties which 
claim attention, evils which demand investigation, and such 
phases of eternal truth as, in their judgment, call for present 
enforcement. We are far from accepting many of their sentiments. 
It is their fearless frankness that we admire. They " quit them
selves like. men,'' and so deserve admiration. 

Witness the following remarks on the pastors and deacons of 
country Churches:-

The Rev. W. Charter Piggott at the National Fr-aternal of 
Congregational ministers, at Wolverhampton, observed " that there 
are poor causes that support their minister loyally, and where the 
meagre income on which he accomplishes so much, represents the 
best they can do. There are, however, small isolated Churches 
whose consciences in their responsibility to their Minister sadly 
need quickening, and yet by every motive of modesty and self
respect his own mouth is shut. The Deacon is not always kind 
and considerate ; the bully is unfortunately a figure not unknown 
in the Church of Christ. And there is often no one to call him 
to book in a country Chun:h, whereas in towns the example of other 
Churches, the current of public opinion and the greater likelihood 
of the minister'fi getting a call elsewhere, have a healthy effect. It 
is our brother in the country who often suffers the extreme penalty 
of our individual Church system." 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

The Myrtle Tree, an Antidote to the 
pernicious " Brier Bush" Literature 
or Recent Years, by George Alexander, 
Birkenhead. London : FarncombP. 
and Son, 3LI, Imperial Buildings, E.C. 
Price 3/6. 

THE writings of George Macdonald, an<l 
more recently those of J. M. Barrie. S. 
R. Crockett and John Watson (Ian 
Maclaren) have done much to popularise 
a system of theology which our author 
rightly deems " pernicious," and to 
which he claims to have furnished an 
antidote in the book before us. 

It however does little in the direction 
promised by its title-as tbe nature of 
the poison so craftily introduced into 
the fascina£ing literature of" the Bonnie 
Brier Bush " order, is hardly referred 
to; nor can we see how these bright and 
readable a,rtioles can act as a caveat to 
their readers to bewnre how they sub-

ject their minds and hearts to its influ
ence. One article only-that in which 
a poem by Dr. Walter C. Smith, the 
author of "Olrig Grance," is criticised 
-has this for its object; while thP. 
majority of its nearly one hundred 
papers are devoted to ordinary evangeli
cal subjects. Some of these are indis
putably both ingenious and impressive; 
while here and there a savoury sentence 
bears the impress of the gracious teach
ing of the Holy Spirit. 
" Chimes for the Times," bv M. A. 

Chaplin, with a Preface by M. J. 
Tryon, editor of " The Sower" and 
"The Little Gleaner." Second Edi
tion. Price, cloth, bevelled boards, 
1/6, or gilt lettered, 2/-. Postage 3d. 
Farncombe "-lid Son, 30, Imperial 
Buildings. and Banks and Son, 
Racquet Cuurt, Fleet Street, E. U. 

To commend a volume of true poetry. 
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which bas alreBdy obtained wide BC
ceptance and stirred and stimulated 
many earnest hearts to h,ily 1esolution 
and godly ,mterpriee, would surely he to 
"gild refined gold'' or" topaintthe lily." 
Evangelical in tone, bold in their per
sistent Protestimtism, and winning in 
their gentle sympathy with hearts which 
sorrow has shaded, many of these verses 
claim, as they will obtain, 'l'lider admira
tion than has yet been accorded them ; 
and we hail the issue of this new edition 
witl1 pleasure. 

The literary charm of these composi
tions lies in the fact their authoress has 
a perfect mastery over the melody of our 
beautiful language. Many of her lines 
" lilt," in their ease and gracefulness, like 
fragments of the sweet old songs of the 
days of long ago. In this she is hardly ex
celled by such favourites as Eliza Cook, 
Jean Ingelow, Charles Mackay, or W. 
C. Bennett, whom she most resembl1>s. 
The music of rhythm is as important 
as mere correctness of rhyme. Mrs. 
Chaplin is therefore not only a " verser," 
as George ilerbert so modestly styles 
himself, but her lyrics often ha¥e a ring 
of musical cadence which renders t!:eru 
truly effective. 
My Visit to Canada and the United 

States, by C. J. Farncombe. With 
nine Illustrations. Cloth, lettered. 1/-, 
cloth, gilt edges, 1/6. Postage 2d. 

THIS ie a cheery account ot a brief 
vacation scamper by the publisher of tuc 
"Gospel Standard" through the coun
tries named. We have hithe,·to knol'ln 
him as a kind and courteous man of 
business. lt nvw appears that he is an 
ollservant and thuugbtfal Coristian, 
who possess the art of garnering "the 
harvest of a quiet eye," and of reco1ding 
what he sees and hears in very clear 
and readab e :English. Of course his 
views of men and things are greatly 
affected by his upbringing _and bis 
spiritual surroundings; but they would 
not be his "ere not tbi~ the case. '.J.'he 
book is dedicated to H. McCall, of On
tario. whose valuable booklet on "The 
.Preacher's Message'' has proved so sug
gestive to many rn tcis country ; and 
to whose generous hospital11 your author 
does am pie justice. 

Altogether-remeo:. bering its modest 
pretentious-we can promise a reader 
some pleasant hours over Mr. J:i'arn
com be's pages. Their value is also 
enhanced by their quiet spirituality and 
savour. 
The Faith that Failed, a Tale of To-day 

and To-morrow, by Evaugeliue Marsh, 
1908. Price One -Shilling. Elliot 
Stock, 62, Paternoster Row, London. 

WHETHE!i the cause of Evangelie,al 

truth can be promoted by religious fic
tious is a ques_tion to which we will com
mit neither ourself nor our readers. 
Many whose j udgment is sound strongly 
believe in their utility. Su0h will read 
with interest this clever book, which is 
designed to refute the strange views 
which arc exciting so much transient 
attention. 

It relates how a popular clergyman, 
after having been dissatisfied with his 
creed for twenty-five years (page 3), 
was at length induced to accept and 
preach the modern gospel. 

His success was at first gratifying ; 
and his unmarried sister and a medical 
man, between whom and herself there 
is a platonic attachment-the reason for 
which is 1ather gruesomely related
follow him in adopting the new faith. 
They, in their kindliness and piety, pro
ceed to urge it on others. Ere long, 
however, they discover it to be usele•• 
to direct and console the sad, the sinful 
and the dying. 

A fallen woman, a lady of fashion, 
and the doctor himself, in turn are com
pelled to ndmit its futility; and lastly 
the clergyman and his sister are led to 
retrace their wanderings and to return 
in confidenr.e and peace to the old ortho
dox faith. 

Scope is thus given for instructive 
theological dioquisitions in the form of 
convenations ; while the story itself, 
though somewhat bare of incident, is 
sufficient to engage the attention of in
telligent readers and thus impress them 
with the real but oblique object of tbe 
book. 

Verisimilit.ude, or'· the appearance of 
truth," which is essential t" the interest 
of such a work, is curiously violated ; 
and impr.:ibabilities-short as it is -
abound. The clergyman, for instance, 
is deo.cribed as being " of Mlmost boyish 
gaiety of manner;" yet he must have 
been at lea•t fifty years old and an or
dained priest for a quarter ot a century. 

Further, ~entlemen who attend to the 
secular business of Episcopalian churches 
are churchwardens or sidesmen and not 
·' senior deacons," which is a phrase used 
only in free churches. A district, church. 
again, might indeed be popularl.v called 
'· new," but it would be named at it• 
consecration after some •aint. And, 
once more. a cultured ecclesiastic ia 
hardly likely to have made the delightful 
"disc,overv" which, for the time, revo
lutionarised bis whole life, from the per
usal of an article in "a halfpenny daily." 

Such little things are surely worthy of 
the attention of an author whose possi
bilities are great if she will but take far 
greater pain8. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

BETHESDA, IPi!WICH. 
THE annual tea. and publio meeting of 
the Sunrla.y-sohool W1>s held on January 
1st. A fair number assembled at the 
tea in the sohoolroom, whilst a large 
attendance was present at the meeting 
a.fterwarrls in the ohapel. R. L. 
Everett, Esq., M.P., occupied the chair. 

The well-known hymn" To the work, 
to the work" was sung at the com
mencement, and after the Chairman 
had read a few verAes from Prov. iii., 
Mr. A. E. Garrard offered prayer. 

The Secretary presenttd the annual 
report, in which he •a.id that the 
gathering there that night reminded 
him that another twelve months had 
been completed. What an honour to be 
a worker i:a the Snnday-achool, and at 
the same time what a responsibility. 
They felt so grateful to their un
changing Helper because He had been 
all that He had promised He would 
during the past twelve months. Changes 
thare bad been, but not in Him. He 
changed not, for Jesus Christ was the 
•ame yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
But whilst He changed not they were 
in a, world of change, for they had had 
changes rlurin!!" the year. On Sunday, 
Ma.rob 16th, Miss Sta.mmere, a valued 
teacher, entered her eternal rest. They 
thanked God for her work, and they 
thanked Him also for her godly and 
consistent life. The school had also 
sustained a. loss hy another teacher, 
Miss Pryer, leaving the town, and three 
others who had been compelled to 
resigu, but he was glad to report whilst 
they ha.d thus lost five teachers their 
places had been filled by others who had 
been con•tra.ined by God to take up the 
work. The di;trihution of prize" took 
place on Ja.uua.ry 27th, when 107 books 
were rewarded to the scholars for 
regular a.ttenda.ncP-. On tbia occasion 
one boy, Harry Nears (who was then 
leaving for service in the Salvation 
Army) wa.s presented with a framed 
phot,.,gra.ph of himself in memory of 
the eix years and ten months he had 
been with them, during which time he 
had never onoe been a.bsent or even la.te. 
God had also visited the sohola.rs and 
taken home on Sunday morning, June 
2nd, a dear young boy, George Billett. 
Only the Sunday previous he wa.s 
pra.otising with the others the hymns 
for the anniversary, but the next found 
him singing with the angels on high. 
The Sunday-sohool anniversary and 
other speoial events he dwelt upon a.t 
some length, which gave evidence to 
the faot that God had been good to 
them. The Trinita.ria.n Bible Sooiety 
had ma.de a. grant to them of 150 Bibles 
during the past year. A donation had 
been sent to the Hope House Orphanage 

a.gain la.at year. They were hoping to 
•tart a. Band of Hope in a, few weeke. 
God ha.d indeed been blessing their 
la.boure, as several young people out of 
the Sunda.y-school and Bible-classes 
had "put on their Lord" by baptism 
dnrinl!' the past year. On Sunday after
noon, November 24th, in response 'Go a.n 
invitation from Mr. W, R. Lane, who 
was holding a. week's mi•sion in the 
town, a. great many of the scholars 
attended, a.nd blessing had already been 
manifested a.s the outcome of that 
meeting. D11ring the :vear 70 new 
scholars had joined, a.nd 35 from various 
ea.uses had lett the sc~ol. The infants' 
class had been well attended; there 
were 45 in that clase; with a.n average 
attendance of 24 ea.eh Sunday. The 
Wednesday evening cla.s•, conducted by 
Miss Ca.ttermole and Mr. Ernest Booty 
ha.d a total membershio of 109, with a.~ 
average attendance of 75. Bible-classes 
were conducted by the pastor and his 
wife. The register of Mrs. Chi! vers 
contained 112 names, a.nd showed an 
average attendance of 75; 52 men 
belonged to the Pa.,tor's Bible-class. 
and they had a.n a.vera.ge attendance of 
35, but the actual number averaged in
olnding strangers or non-member.a', 47. 
The total number of workers was 36, 
and the a.ctua.l number of scholars in 
school a.nd Biblf-cla.sses was 581. 

Mr. A. E. Groove•, the treasurer. then 
preeeuted the ha.la.nee - sheet. which 
showed the financial position of the 
school to be in a good condition and 
well ma.na.ged. 

The Chairman followed in a. few well
chosen rema.rk•, saying how thankful 
we oug-ht to he to God for having spa.red 
us, and how life, while it was continued 
to us, was filled with ma?y privileges, 
but none greater tha.n bemg permitted 
to work for our Lord a.nd Master that 
blessed Saviour in whom we tr~sted 
a.mong-t the young, especially in th~ 
Snnda.y-sohool. 

Other addresses were given by the 
Superintendent, and Pastors Welsford 
Berry, and Chilvers. ' 

GEO, E. DALDY. 

HOUNSLOW.-The New Ye"r'a 
meeting was held on January 8th, 
when two sermons were prea.ohed. 
Pastor R. Mutimer in the afternoon 
discoursed sweetly and profit,.bly from 
the well-known word,, •· Thy shoes 
,ball be iron and brass, and a.a thy 
days so shl\ll thy strength be ; " and in 
the evening Pastor E. W. Flegg WI\S 

muoh helped in preaohing from "He 
shall see of the travail of his soul and 
shall be s11,tisfied.'· The messages were 
muoh enjoyed by the friends who 
gathered. 
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"PROVIDENCE," CLAPHAM 
JUNCTION. 

To reoord the p11,st goodness of the 
Lord 11,nd to t11.ke courage for the 
future, speoial New Year's meetings 
were held on January 12th and 14th. 

On the Sunday Mr. H. J. Wilem11,n 
preached two sermons to appreciative 
hearer•, his subject in the morning 
being "Elias praved earnestly" a.nd 
"He prayed again." In the evening he 
discoursed on Joshua and the lessons to 
be drawn from his oharaoter, particu
larly in the miracle of the sun standing 
still. 

On Tuesday evening 11, public meetin~ 
was held, presided over by Mr. W. K. 
Perrott, a former deacon and who wa~ 
for many years leader or the Young 
Men's Bible-clasP. Mr. W. B. Motum 
led the meeting in prayer. 

The Cha.irm11.n in his remarks spoke 
of the New Year often being oom
menced in J!rel\t hope, but sometimes 
with some misgivings. Snch misgiviniz:s 
often proved to be without cause. He 
gave some choice practical thoul?'hts on 
the portion, ",T esus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day. and for ever." 

Pastor H. J. Galley followed with 
wise words on things "novel" as com, 
pared with things "new," in t~e latter 
being mentioned new mermes, n~w 
communions with Christ, new beauties 
in Him. 

Mr. J. P. Goodenough then spoke 
11,pnropriatP.ly on "Beginning•." 

Pa.•tor H. D. Tooke •poke earnestly 
and pra~tic~}ly on " The set time to 
favour Z10n. . 

Pastor T. Jones gave some exoen
mental thoughts on what Christ is to 
His people. 

A letter of ree-ret at inability to be 
present was read from Mr. G. Apple-
ton. d 

Special anthems were rentl.ered nn _er 
the direction of Mr. W. Keeble, with 
Mr. A. Clewley a• organist. 

A hearty vote of thanks was a?C?orded 
tn the Ch11.irman on the propos1t10n of 
Mr.W. W. Davis, seconded by the Church 
Secretary. 

On Thursday, .Ta.nna.ry 16th, a la.nt~rn 
lecture wa.s deliver"d in connect10n 
with the Band of Hope and S11nday
echoo!. About fifty excellent pictures 
were thrown on the screen. illustrating 
the lifA of Christ s.• "the Light or the 
world." The schoolroom was filled and 
the young folk followed the lecture 
with the greatest intnest a.nd atten-
tion. F. w. KEVAN. 

ZOAR SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
IPSWICH. 

THE annual teachers' s.nd Bible-class 
tea. a.nd social evening wa~ held on 
January lat, when about sixty were 
present. 

The after-meeting was presided over 
by the superintendent, Mr. J. Thread
kell. 

After singing, an appropriate portion 
of Scripture was read by Mr. G. Banke 
and Mr. Gardner sought the Lord's 
blessing. 

The secretary (Mr. Forediok) pre
sented the Report of the past year's 
work in the eohool, eh owing a.n inoreaee 
in scholars and teachers and a marked 
increase in the Young Men's Bible
claee. 

The finances of the eohool showed a 
good balance in hand. The Super
intendent gave a report of the attend
ance of eoholare and teaohere, spoke en
couraging words to the workers, and 
thanked all who had assisted, either 
praotioally or fins.noially, to the euo
cess of the school. 

Short, pithy addresses were given by 
Mesera. Howe, Bank•, B~ldwin, Gard
ner, Farrow. Wade, Garrard and Mose; 
while Mre. Threadgall (Y.W.B.C.) and 
M1ee Rust told of experience in their 
work in the classes. 

Feeling reference was made in the 
Report and by the speakers t'.I the lose 
of oar late beloved P .. stor (Mr. R. C. 
Hardens), whose loving face was missed. 

A vote of sympathy was unanimously 
pa•sed with our brother and sister, Mr. 
and Mrs. Garrod, who were unable to 
be present through affliction. 

- .A..F. 
TABERNACLE, DERBY ROAD, 

WATFORD. 
ON Wedne•<iay, January 15th, we held 
our New Year's meeting and Pa.etor'e 
fifteenth anniversary. At the reqneet 
of the members of the Church our 
Pastor (Mr. G. W. Thomas) preached 
in the afternoon. He took the same 
text that he preached from on the day 
he commenced hie pastorate with us 
fifteen years ago-Judges vi. 14. The 
heads of the sermon were :-

The ReaeQII of the Divine Command. 
The Deliverer's Commission. 
That He was commissioned to do two 

thir;gs, viz. destroy the altar of Baal ; 
to <leliver Israel. 

The Lessons :-
The µarent of Misery ie Sin. 
That God will have no rival. 
The Source of Gideon'e strength wa.e 

God. d d 
A goodly company gathere an we 

felt it wae "good to be there." . 
·A very good tea was snpphed and 

much enjoyed. . 
Oar Pastor presided n.t the evenrng 

meeting, Brother W. P. Pickett re11d 
the Financial Sta.tement and then our 
Pastor gave hie address, spea.king of 
t,he work of fifteen years, showing the 
great progress of. the C_huroh, ~nd 
rejoicing because of the lovrng relat1on-

j ship which exists amongst us. 
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YA Mr. 0. D. Jeffd (St. Albans) gave a 
good address from Rev. xvii. H on 
O,lled, Ohoaen and Faithful. 

Brother Scoonea followed with aom3 
sweet words, '' The Lord blesR thee and 
keepi thee," dwelling especially on the 
word@,•· The Lord J?ive thee peaoe." 

Brother W. Derham spoke well from 
Deut. xxxii. 11, 12, taking the thon,?hts, 
the prayer, the Author a.nd the method. 

The meeting closed with a few words 
from our Pastor, and we all felt we 
had been in the very presenoe of our 
Lord. 

NORTH ROAD, BRENTFORD. 
NEW YEAR'S services were held here 
Wednesday, January let, a.a ua1tal. A 
prayer-meeting we.a held a.t 7 a..m., 
whioh was well a.ttAnded, many 
earnest a.nd fervent prayers heing pre
sented in the na.me of the Lord Jesus 
on behalf of the Chnroh a.nd Pa.ator, the 
Sabbath-aohool and a.II the other agencies 
connected with the Cause. M•my peti
tions were directed to our Heavenly 
Father on bAhalf of thos" who were 
laid a.aide, suffering under God's afflict
in,? hand. Just now we have a. lar'<"e 
number of these dear afflicted ones who 
need our prayers a.nd •ympi!othy. 

Our Pastor read Pae.Im cxxi. and 
spoke •ome 1?00,i 1<nd helpful words 
from 1 Peter ii. 7, "Unto you therefore 
which believe He is preoiou•." 

In the afternoon our brother J. E. 
Hazelton preaohed from John xvii. 11, 
"And now I am no morA in the world. 
but these a.re in the worlrl, a.nd I come 
to Thee. Holy Father, keep through 
Thine own name those. whom Thou 
hast ,.riven Me, that they me.y lie one, as 
we are." He notice-i (1) the.t we h"ve 
here a glorious declaration a.nd (2) a. 
prAvailing plea. 

~n the evening our brother E. 
~1tohell preached from J'lhn ix. 11, 
A Me.n that is called ,Je•us." He 

noticed (1) the Me.n, (2) His name, 
"Jesus," a.nd (3) a. few RUl?,?eations that 
we may gather from this portion of 
God's Word. 
. Both sermons were ,?ree.tly a.ppre-

01a.ted by those who were favoured to 
be present, a.n<l we prav the.t ,?raoious 
result• me.y follow. Christ was very 
blessedly exalted a.nd our hearts were 
ma.tie glad. 

The oongrega.tiona were good a.t a.11 
the service•. Tbe Lord is with us a.a a. 
Ch_uroh. His Word, a.a preached, is 
bemg owned a.nd blessed to the in
gatherin!l' and oom forting of precious 
souh. To Him be a.ll the praise. 

E. FROMOW. 

EBENEZER, GRAYS. 
BERYJOES were helii on J,mua.ry 15th to 
commemorate the Paitor'a second anni
versary. There was a. very fair a.ttend-

a.nee a.t thA afternoon service, when our 
brother, P .. stor J. B 1sh, preached a.n 
enooura.!!in!l' aerm~n from Heb. xiii. 5 
(latter pe.rt), 'For He h,.th oa.,d, I will 
never Je,.ve thee nor forsake thee." 
Showing that in the origin,.! Greek this 
text oont .. ined five neg .. tivea, he re
ferred to five mem<>rnble occasions 
when GJd made this i,romise a.nd, from 
the che.racterd to whom these promises 
were ma.ie, clMrly showed that this 
was a µromi"e for the whole of God's 
people, whatever their social state or 
standing might be. M"ny present were 
bJ.,;sed by 0'lr brother'o testimony and 
encouragtlr! to go forw,.rd. trusting in 
thA a.biding pre,.,n~e of Goi. 

Tea was tilen served, a.t which a. 
goodly number were µresent. 

The evening meeting commenced at 
6 15, when the chair wo.s taken by Mr. 
J. 11. CJllin. 

After •iuging "Come let us join our 
oheerful song"," the Chairman read 
P;a, lx:xxiv. a.ni l\lr. Wisema.n (a 
dee.con) •011ght the Lord's blessing 
upon the me• ting. 

Mr. B.ish then gave a sweet a.drlreaa 
from P,a. !vii. 7, ·• My hea~t ia fixed, 
0 God, my hea.rt i~ fixed; I will sing 
a.nd give praise." He spoke most 
encouragingly, eaµecially to the young 
friend•. a.nd so.id that although they 
had doubts and fears, the heart of God's 
people we.• fixed upon Him, and it was 
with the heart "man believeth unto 
righteousness." 

The Cha.irma.n t:hen spoke from the 
4th verRe of the P,a.lm he read
•· Blesa,ad are they tha.t dwell in Thy 
houae." 

Mr. Blackman followed, very bles
sedly bi\sinir his remark• upon Paa.Im 
lxxii. 23, •·Nevertheless, I a.m continu
a.Uy with thee," showing tha.t Goii'a 
people were always with Him in His 
thoughts -by covenant rela.tionship, by 
drawings of love. and ma.de nigh by the 
blood of Christ. This address ha.r
rnonised very sweetly with the sermon 
in the afternoon. 

Mr. Hughes (Canninir Town) spoke 
from Paa.. xlviii. 13, •· Mark ye well her 
bulwarks, oon,irler her pal11ces." The 
power of the Eloly Ghost was mani
festly with him as he apoke of th., 
stren,{th of the Church'• bulwa.rks, 
of G'ld's faithfulness, predestination, 
election a.ud sa.tv .. tion; a.lso con•idering 
the palaces of oommunion, love,fea.sting 
a.nil gooil will. 

The P .. ,tor followed with a. few 
rema.rk• upon the words, "J e•us only;" 
after which the meeting closed with 
the Doxology a.nd prayer by the 
Chair.nan. 

The oolleotions, which were for the 
Pastor, were exoeedingly good, a.nd 
were supplemented by many tokens of 

I )rive from friends a.ta diatanoe, per Mr. 
Bla.okmll.ll. It wa• felt that this was 
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truly a day to be remembered. The 
blessing of God was so manifest and 
the goodness of Go.i so apparent that 
the hearts of all were full to over-
flowing. G. S. 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSION ARY SOCIETY. 

FAREWELL TO MR. AND MRS. 
ST RICKSON, 

ON December 3lot, 1907, a homely meet
ing was held in Rothsay-rcad Chapel, 
Bedford, to say " Good-bye " to Mr. 
and Mrs. Strickson. This meeting b11,d 
a peculia.r fitness, ina.smuch a.s Mr. 
Strickscn found bis wife at Bedford. 
The allusions to the a.ged a.nd beloved 
mother of our missionary's wife gave 
singular pathos to the meeting. Several 
friends gave loving speeches. 

Pastor J. W. Wren (president) con
ducted the meeting. 

During the evening "' purse of gold 
was presented to Mr. Wren in recog
nition of his thirty yea.re' service. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Strickson delivered 
earnest addresses. 

On Janua.ry 1st, 1908, a public fare
welling of Mr. a.nd Mrs. Strickson took 
place in" Providence," Highbury-place, 
London. In the afternoon Pastor J. 
Bush preached from Poa. lxvii. 1, 2. 
The company of baptized brethren pre
sent sat with Mr. and Mrs. Strinkson at 
the Lord's table, when our President 
gave an address, and conducted the 
sacred servic,., The emblem• were 
conveyed by Pastors Winch and Parnell 
and Deacons Fricker and Armstrong. 

A capital company sat down to tee 
and the evening assembly cheered ns 
all. Addrf'•ses were delivered from the 
chair by President J. W. Wren, Mr. 
Walter G. Gray (missionary-elect) and 
Pastor R. Morris Winch. 

The farewell a:ldres8 was delivered 
by Pastor S. Gray and the farewell 
prayer was ofl'dred by Pastor W. H. 
Rose. A. special farewell hymn was 
sung. Mr. Strickson delivered a power
ful gooj-bye speech. •· God be with you 
till we meet again" was •ung, a.nd so 
the sacr"d meeting concluded. Prayer 
was offered by Mr. Armstrong and 
Scripture was read by Mr. Adams. The 
absence through illne•• of our beloved 
brother, p,.stor A. E. Realff (of Leices• 
ter), was mticb regrett•d. 

On January 2nil, 1908, the Committee 
nf the South India.n Strict Baptist 
Missionarv Society gathered around 
the hospit,.ble table of our beloved 
treasurer, Mr. Catcb1,ole, of New Cross, 
tote& and supper. Durinl!' the evening 
husiness wa• conducted. Bu8iness over, 
Mr. and MrP. Stri<lkson and other 
friends joined the Committee, and a 
season of praise 11-nd prayer brought ns 
very near to tb" L"rd and very near one 
to another. Needless to eay, our be-

loved missionary and his spouse were 
very tenderly and suitably commended 
to the Lord. A beloved sister who had 
joyfully offered us service in India or 
elsewhere was with us, bu~ was not 
joyful, for her health had been some· 
wha.t impaired by the long nursing of 
dear ones who were "lifted up for 
ever." t:\he was heartened on from the 
ohair of our Committee meeting and 
was age.in and again remembered at 
the meroy-seat. About B.40 the company 
entrained at New Cross for London 
Bridge, where quite a crowd had fore
gathered ; it increased until q nite a 
congregation sang by the oa.rriage door 
" God be with you till we meet age.in." 
Handsha.kings with Mr. and Mrs. Striok
son. loving adieus and a ringing oheer 
as the trained steamed away, and the 
farewelling was concluded. By the 
favour of God, before this account is 
r"ad, Mr. Strickeon will have reached 
Koilpati (his station), where may God 
bless His honoured servant, bless him as 
heretofore, and bless him much more 
abundantly. S. GRAY. 

CLAYGATE. 
ON the evening of January 15th the 
chapel we.a filled with young people 
and friends of the Sunday - school. 
Special invitations had been sent out, 
which resulted in a good company 
bein present to tea. 

P .he meeting subsequently after an 
ar' , ess from a friena p.esent upon 
'' emember thy Creator in the d&ys of· 

y youth," about eighty prizes were 
Jistr1buted. 

Mr. Stovold (the Cburoh secretary) 
warmly thanked all for their mani
fested interest in the Cause and ex
pressed a hope that it would continue. 

REHOBOTH, BEDFORD ROAD, 
CLAPHAM. 

ON Tuesday, January 7th, our Pastor's 
twelfth snniversary was celebrated. 
P&stor E. Mitchell occupied the pulpit 
in the afternoon and preached to a 
good congregation from Joshua i. 9. 

A pnblio meeting was held at 6,30, 
when Mr. G. Appleton was in the ohair. 
After reading the Scriptures be called 
upon Mr. Bawden to open the meeting 
by pre.yn. 

The Chairman made a few remarks 
upon the 103rd Pea.Im; after which 
Pastor R. Mutimer addressed the meet
ing from "The Lord knowoth the way 
I t11ke." 

Pa8tor E. Mitchell spoke from '' He 
hat.h not dealt with us after our sins." 

Pastor E. White next eddre••ed the 
friends from Acts xx. 24, " None of 
thPse thin!!:s move me." 

Pastor Thomas Jones followed with 
"God's greater and lesser gifts" and 
Pastor T. L. Sapey from Aot~ ix. 11. 
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The Pastor, after thanking the sohool, and urging the scholars to bring 
friends and the Chairman for their other children, thereby making them 
vresenoe and help, announced the feel that they are ot some use. This 
amount of the oolleotion, :£11 10a. 11 ¼d,, also was followed by dieouesion. 
of whiob :£3 lls, 2~d. was raised by the i After II few words by the Secretary, 
Farthing Fund. He then, in reviewing ; Mersrs, Abbott 11nd Motum briefly 
the past 11nd looking at the present, 

1
. replied to the interesting discus•ion, 

m&de II few remarke upon the text, the 111st -named •peaking on "Bad 
"My gr11oe is sufficient for thee." I Literature," suggesting II paper on the 

Fair oongreg11tions enjoyed the ser- subject tor the uext conference. 
vices, whioh were of a very spiritual Tne meeting was well attended and 
ob11r11oter, 11nd the Master's presence enthusiastic, and we trust the fore
and blessing were re111ised, runner of many happy gatherings 

M.A.S.B.O. SUNDAY SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE. 

SOUTH-WESTERN AUXILIARY. 
A CONFERENCE of Snnda.y. school 
teachers 11nd workers w11s held on 
November 30th, 1907, in the sohoolroom, 
West Hill Oh11pel. The vice-president, 
Mr. F. W. Kevan (in the un,.void11ble 
absence, through illne~s, of Pastor T. 
,Jones) occupied the chair, and read 
1 'rim. iv. 8-16. Mr. Drane then im
plored the Divine blessing. 

The Oh11irm11n briefly introduced to 
the meeting Mr. W. B. Motum (late of 
Bethesda, Ipswich), who read 11n ably 
written paper on " Our Sunday-schools 
and Their Requirements," in which he 
spoke of the necessity. of S11bbath
schools, pointed out II t~acber's qualific11-
tions-faitb, love, sympathy, patience, 
a Christlike spirit, earnest study of the 
Bible, and prayer, exemplifying the 
last-named by Jesus Obrist Himself, 
who went straight from prayer to 
service; with regards to which he gave 
some praotic11l suggestions. A brief 
discussion followed. 

under the auspices of our newly-formed 
11uxili11ry. 

F. T. WALLER (Secretary). 

ZION, NEW CROSS ROAD, S.E. 
THE members' annual social tea took 
place on January 9th, and was attended 
by over 200, the Pastor presiding. 

After singing" Kindred in Christ," the 
reading of Ps11. cxxv., 11nd prayer, Mr. 
Bash addressed them as a large family 
gathered together for spiritual inter
coarse with each other. A remembrance 
of the mercies received makes our hearts 
very tender, and leads us to exclaim, 
" How good God h11s been to us! " It is 
a comiort to realise that notwith
standing the desolation 11nd decay 
witnessed in so many of our Churches, 
God is in our midst as the spirit of love 
and power. The year had been one of 
personal sorrow and affliction for your 
Pastor, but God had been the strength 
of his heart. It is a privilege to recog
nise that we have one Father, the God 
and Father of our Lord J esns Christ. 
We are united by bonds that can never 
be broken. Baptisms were 26, by 
transfer 10, making a total of 98 
received into membership in three 
years. 

Brother F. J. Catchpole (the financial 
secretary) stated the income for the 
year amounted to :£950, of which £237 
had been given to the South Indian 
Strict Baptist Mission Society, £86 to 
Christmas Dinner Fund, and nearly 
£100 divided among the Tract and 
Benevolent Society, Poor Ch risti11ns' 
Fund, Snnd11y-school, and Band of 
Hope. 

Addresses followPd by deacons Arm
strong, Crisp, and Martin, 11nd brethren 
J. Downing, J. D. Taylor, F. Young, 
and others. 

M nob re,:rret was expressed at the 
absence of brother C. T11y lor 11nd 
others through illness. 

A swe~tly solemn time was enjoyed 
at the Lord's Supper service which 
brought this memorable gathering to a 
olose. 

Mr. 0. H. Abbott, the esteemed 
superintendent of West Hill Sunday
school, then read another paper, 
entitled "Sund11y-sohool Work 11nd 
How to Retain 11nd Incre11s~ the 
Number or our Scholars." After 11 
b~rd's • eye view of Sunday - school 
history from Apostolic days through 
Reformation scenes to the est11blish
me1;1t of the English Sunday-school 
Union, he drew attention to the striking 
f11ot that 75 per cent. of those brought 
to know the Lord 11re first convinced 
under the age of twenty years. He told 
of the advantage of illustrations and 
anecdotes, emphasised love aa the 
ground work of a teacher's success, and 
that friendship must be created between 
teaoher 11nd soholar. He very be11uti
fully_ dealt with the absolute necessity 
of brmging before the children the life, 
sufferings, death, 11nd resurrection of 
Christ, espeoi111ly the fact that Jesus 
was II living Friend. Ha spoke of care· 
fulness in reading the Bible, 11nd tact in "EDEN," CAMBRIDGE. 
dea~ing with elder classes. Strongly ON Thursday evening, January 9th, the 
advised visiting scholars, especially annual tea was held 11nd, notwithstand
~fter absence from sohool, also visiting ing the inclement weather, nearly l:!O 

ouses where children do not attend a I sat down. 
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In the evening a well-attended public 
m~tting was held, pr11aided over by 
Pa"tor C. A. Freston. In his opening 
remarks the Chairman ma.de sym
pR-thetic reference to the late Pastor 
(Mr. J. Jnll), who, though unable to be 
pr~sent, sent a kind and cheering letter, 
from whioh extracts wne read. The 
note containen a New Year's motto
'· Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord ; 
fora~much as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord." 

The meeting was then addressed by 
I'a•tor J. T. Peters (of Whittlesea.) from 
thH words, "Behold, I have graven thee 
upon the palms of My hands." The 
speaker was greatly helped and wa.s 
li,tened to with rant attention. 

A short speech from Mr. R. Stnrton 
(deacon) and hymb. and Benediction 
brought a very enjoyable a.nd profitable 
evening to a cloee. To God be all the 
praise. c. A. FRESTON. 

·' PROV IDEN OE," PRITrLE WELL, 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA. 

NEW YEAR'S meetin~ was held on 
Tuesday. 7th .Tanna.ry, when an instruc
tive and sonl-comfort!ng •ermon was 
preached by Pastor T. Baldwin (of 
Hampstead) from 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

After pa.rte.king of tea. in the school
room, the evening meeting wa.• presided 
over by Mr. W. Knight, of R.outhend. 
The Chairman's remarks on Isa. xxxv. 
were very savoury, a.nrl special refer
ence was ma.de to blessin~s received at 
"Provid~nce," Prittlewell. 

Oar brother W. H. LPP. was helped to 
speak very sweetly on Ephes. ii. 4 and 
hi• remarks were much enjoyed. 

Brother Hald win was very encourag
ing from Psa. !xv. 11 a.s he dwelt on 
J ehova.h's faithfulness. 

Our r.ear Pastor (J. Chandler) •poke 
upon Divine workmanship in Ephes. 
ii. 10. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman 
brought this interesting a.nil encourag
ing meeting to a. close. Considering 
tbe inclement weather and some of the 
friends living •o hr a.way, the attend
ance wa• good and the collections (be
tween £3 and £4) were for the poor. 

W. J. H. 

LITTLE LONDON, WILLENHALL. 
ON Sunday evening, December 8th, 
Pa.stor W. F. Edgerton preached from 
Col. iii. 17," Whatsoever ye do in word 
or deetl, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus." The body of the chapel was 
well filled after the usual service, when 
a prayer-meeting was held to seek the 
Divine blessing upon the Sa.111 of Work, 
the object being to clear off t,be re
mainder of debt due tri the Baptist 
Building Fund, viz., £120. The Se.le 

wa.s opened on December 10th a.nd 11 th, 
by Mr, A. Ennals (of Walsa.ll) and 
I. Kidson, Esq., J.P. The Sa.le covered 
three da.ys a.nd the sum desired was 
realised. 

A thanksgiving service was held 011 
the followinll' Lord's-day evening. The 
Church at Littltl London has during 
the past six months raised :£18 for 
inside renovation a.nd succeeded in re
moving the remainder of a debt which 
has been a. burden for ma.ny year•. 
The Church will celebrate its 116th 
a.nniverea.ry in Ma.rob next. 

We a.re glad to reoorrl the f&ot tha.t 
there a.re signs of the Divine presence 
and blessing, The YonDlf Men and 
WomPn's Bible-class, Christian Baud 
and Band of Hope a.re well a.ttenrled 
and the congregation is larger. We 
have received some by baptism aud 
others we believe a.re seeking the Lord. 
May the Spirit be poured out from on 
high. •· 'Tis life, 'tie fuller life we 
want." 

R. M. TONKINSON, Seo. 

BEDFONT, MIDDLESEX. 
A MOTHER'S meeting is condncterl here 
from week to week hy Mr. Joeeph 
McKee. On Ja.nna.ry 7th the annual 
social meeting wa.s held, when a. large 
comn"ny was. present. At the table 
the Vicar of Bedfont, Mr. Pilkington, 
gave a. most a.pnropria.tc address on 
"Woman's Work." The a.ft.er meeting 
wa.s presided over by Mrs. McKee (who 
made an excellent'' obairmR-n "). After 
a hymn and prayer Mr. W. S. Baker 
ga.ve a. suitable address whioh wa.s 
listened to with interest. Severa.I 
recitations were given a.nd solos sung, 
and the writer also spoke a. few words 
to the mothers. The meetings, we a.re 
glad to know, are well a.ttenrled, a.nd a. 
good work is being done.-J. E. F. 

STOWMARKET. 
PRESENTATI::>N TO PASTOR, 

ON Lord's-day, November 24th, our 
Pastor (S. B. Stocker). who bas laboured 
in word a.nd doctrine for more than six 
yea.re preached fa.rewell sermons to 
good 'congregations. In the morning 
hi• rema.rks were based upon 1 PPter 
v. 7-" Ca.sting a.11 your osre upon Him : 
for He ca.reth for yon "-dividing it 
thus: (1) The believer'~ cue a.nd what 
he doM with them; (2) God's oa.re a.nd 
how He shows it. The evening text 
wa.• .John i.17, "For the law wa.e given 
hy Mo•ee, but graoe a.nd truth ea.me by 
Jeens Christ "-(1) The la.w was" given" 
but gra.oe and tr11th "ea.me ; " (2) Grace 
ca.me-wha.t to 1 (2 Cor. iii. 9); (3) 
Gra.ce ca.me ; what gra.oe brings (Titus 
ii. 11, iv. 4). 

At the close of the evening service Mr. 
Ahbiss a.ooended the platform a.nd on 

1 behalf of the Chnroh a.nd congregation 
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expressed their deep regret at the 
Pastor's removal, and in his usual 
tender and loving manner very feelingly 
wished his brother and dear Pastor to 
take this partinl{ word from those who 
dearly loved him for his worlr.'8 sake, 
dwelling upon the words in Rom. viii. 
28, ''And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the c11,lled accord
ing to His purpose," and to the congre
gation he gave a few cheering words of 
sympathy from Matt. xxv. 40, '' Inas
much as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these My brethren, ye have 
done it unto Me." Then, to the great 
surprise of the Pastor, he asked him as 
a token of their love and good will to 
accept of a Bible from them, with a 
purse of money and a magnifying glaaP 
for his dear wife. The subscribers' 
names consisted or practically the whole 
congregation. 

Mr, Striciteon rOBll and said that as 
one of the deacons he wished to state 
that no one more re!(retted the step 
taken by the Pastor than himself, and 
with all his heart wished him every 
blessing and happiness and trusted the 
Lord would soon open a door for him. 

A letter wee also handed to Mr. 
Stocker, which read as follows :-"As 
members of this Church and congrega
tion, we beg your acceptance of these 
gifts as an expression of love and 
goodwill on the occasion of your leaving 
this pastorate .. We regret that it mast 
be so, and would nart from you with 
the hope and prayer that God will 
overrule all for good and guide your 
steps to farther usefalneee in His 
service and for Hie glory. We cannot 
let this opportunity paee without giving 
our tribute of hearty a.ppreciat1on to 
Mrs. Stocker; her uniform kindliness 
of character and cheerful smile has 
endeared her to all. May the presence 
and blessing of our one dear Master 
cheer and blees her in all the future." 

ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE aged pilgrims in the four Homes 
were remembered hy many friends at 
Christmas and the New Year. Personal 
gifts, roll text almanacka :,,nd motto 
cards have brightened many a room and 
cheered many a weary heart, and oppor
tunities of social intercourse have been 
mnoh valued. The lady visitors at 
Homsey Rise made their usual Christ
mas distribution of joints to the in
mates 11nd the Ce.mberwell Asylum 
pilgrims have been enterte.ined at tea 
by the Committee. 

* * * At this season of the year the Bene- I 
volent and Coal Funds are heavily , 
drawn upon; the former are for the help , 
of siok and infirm inme.tes and are in 

special need or support. An excellent 
infirme.ry is ma.inte.ined at the Homsey 
Rise Home, where the most feeble a.re 
boarded andreceivo the attention which 
they need. Among the inmates is one 
who ha.a been on the books upwards of 
thirty years a.nd another over twenty
eight years. 

* * * Elections to the Homes a.nd to the 
Ten Guinea Pension will ta.ke ple.ce 
(D.V.) in June; the names of pen.iioner.i 
desirous of heooming canr:lide.tes should 
ree.ch the office early in February. The 
election• will take place at the Cannon 
Street Hotel. 

* * * The closing of tbe financial year ot 
the Society a.nd of the Centenary F and 
will take ple.ce on March 31Bt. Will all 
who hold collecting book~ kindly send 
them in a fortnight before? The Com
mittee have been encouraged by the 
reeponee made to their appeal, new 
members having come forward and 
much fresh interest manifested in the 
work. 

* * * The helpers of the Lord's aged poor-
little know whe.t fervent thankfulness 
often burns in hearts made glad by 
their bounty. It is no light thing to 
have the prayers and blessings of those 
who fear the Lord, and by the grace of 
the King His promised welcome will be 
given to all who have for His sake 
remembered His poor. "Unto one 0f 
the least"-" Unto Me." 

5ont Jome. 
MR. T. W. COLSOU, 

for many years connected with the 
CauPe at Stoke Ash. paesed away some
what suddenly on December 27th, 1907. 

On the previous Sunday, though not 
feeling very well, be was present at 
Stoke Ash, also at the Sanday-school 
anniversary meeting the next day. when 
he resigned the presidency, which he 
h11d held for twelve yearP, to Mr. 
Morling, and spoke a few words of 
encouragement. 

On the following Thursde.y about 
noon, not feeling well, he went to lie 
clown, anq was persuaded to go to bed. 
His last prayer oreathed that Thursd11y 
afternoon was exceedingly sweet. The 
dootor visited him, and in reply to his 
inquiry Mr. Colson eaid he felt a little 
better, but his breathing soon became 
distressing owing to syncope, and 
shortly he gave two sighs, and all was 
over. 

For about ten years he was deacon at 
the honoured Cause at Stoke Ash, a firm 
upholder of the doctrines of grace, a. 
friend to the poor, and one who took & 
special interest in the children. He 
will be greatly missed, not only i..i the 



66 THE EAR'l'HEN VESSEi, 

ho.:ne and in the Church, but by the 
neighbouring Churches, which he used 
frequently to visit. 

He was la.id to rest in the cemetery 
a.t Walsham-le-Willows by Mr. Merling 
and Mr. Marsh, the occa.sion being very 
eolemn and sa.cred. 

We commend the bereaved ones to the 
ea.re of Him who cannot err. 

"For ever to behold Him shine, 
For evermore to call Him mine, 

And see Him still before me; 
For ever on His face to gaze 
And meet His full assembled rays, 
While all the Father He displays 

To all the saints in glory." 

EMMA COLLINS, 

For many years a member of the Church 
which until recently met in Shouldham-
13treet Cnapel, depa.rted to be with Christ 
on the 19th November last, aged 50. Sh.e 
was a consistent Christian and passed 
through much affliction, She was con
scious to the last a.nd was rea.dy to go. 
Almost her last word• were-

" I could from all things parted be 
But never, never, Lord from Thee." 

Her remain• were laid to rest by 
PastorJ, E. Hazelton, on 25th November, 
at Willesden Lane Cemetery. 

MRS. S. T, DEBNAM, 

the second wife of Mr. W. Debnam 
pa.seed a.way ou November 4th, 1907· 
after five months' severe illness, in 
which she manifested much patience, 
though oft she said," Heavenly Father, 
take me home." 

In ea.rly life she was brought to know 
the Lord and became a. teacher in the 
Sunday-school, and for a time she 
attended the ministry of Mr. Bradbury, 
which she found profitable. 

ln the order of Providence she re
moved to Margate, where she attended 
Mount Ephraim Chapel, and was 
ba.ptized by the la.te Mr. Wise. After a 
while she left Margate and returned to 
London. 

At times during her last illness she 
was not conscious, but when able to do 
so would speak of the Lord's goodness 
and repeat many precious pa.qsages, and 
quoted the b,iautifnl hymn, "On wings 
of faith mount up, my soul, and rise." 

Her remains were la.id to rest a.t 
Woodgra.n11;e Cemetery, Mr. J. W. 
Nugent officiating by her request, 

MRS. SAMUEL GODFREY, 

of Sha.rdeloes-road, New Cross, pa.seed 
away on December 17th, 1907, aged 
seventy years. 

She was led by Divine grace to confess 
her fe.ith in the Lord Jesus as her 
Saviour, and ba.ptized by Pastor Lea.eh 
at "Providence," N ortha.mpton, in 1867, 
whose ministry was much blessed to her 
during ber stay in that town. 

On removing to New Cross in 1883 
she joined the Church at "Zion," and 

stood in honourable membership until 
the home-oa.ll. 

She wa.s highly esteemed for her 
consistent Christia.n oha.raoter. and ever 
ready to witness to the love and faith
fulness of her covenant God. 

Her daughter, Miss Annie Godfrey, 
attributes much of the success which 
has followed her teaching in the 
Sunday-school to the influence her 
beloved mother exerted over her girls. 

Almost her la.st words were "'fhe 
sands of time a.re sinking," &o., '' My 
Father's at the helm," and "My life is 
hid with Christ in God." 

Her remains were le.id to rest in 
Breckley Cemetery, Pastor J. Bush 
officiating, the Church officers and a 
la.rge number of sorrowing friends 
being present. T, G. C. A. 

MRS, REBECCA GRIFFITH 

Was the widow of the la.ta Mr, Ja.mes 
Griffith, Pastor of Hope Baptist Chapel, 
Bethna.l Green. of happy and ble8•ed 
memory. 0 ur beloved sister was the oh ild 
of godly pa.rents, also having for her 
brothers the late Mr. W. and Mr. G. Webb, 
plain, earnest, and warm - llea.rted 
prea.chers of the Gospel, and Pastors of 
Churches in our beloved denomine.tioD 
for ma.ny years. Our dea.r sister was 
called by grace in early years under the 
ministry of Mr. H. Myerson, of Shalom, 
Ha.okney ; was baptised by him and 
received into the Church; also beca.me 
an attendant of the Bible Class con
d acted by oar late beloved brother 
Mobbs, of fra.gra.nt memory, undflr 
whose expositions of the ''Word" our 
sister grew in spiritual knowledge aij,d 
understanding, thereby becoming fitted 
for future labours in the Sa.bba.th
school, which were earnest and bright, 
also continuous, and by her efforts, 
ma.inly, a new baptistery was built and 
pa.id for at She.lam, but feeling rather 
lonely was led to follow her hea.rt's 
desire to worship her Lord in company 
with her dear pa.rents at Hope Chapel, 
and found a spiritual home and beoa.me 
active in the Sabbath-school of which 
tbe writer was secretary, also as sick 
visitor, and her diligence in minor 
movements given her to execute for the 
interests of the cause of God proved by 
success hers was heart service, and the 
dear friends appreciated her abundant 
labours and greatly esteemed and loved 
her for the same. After the death ot 
her dear husband she was led to attend 
the ministry of Mr. Holden, of Lime
house, whose testimony was blest to 
her encouragement and comfort in the 
ways of the Lord, and united with the 
Church by transfer from Hope, Bethna.l 
Green, and continued for several years, 
afterwards removing to Forest Gate, 
hoping thereby her health would im
prove. After hearing Pastor Marsh 
his ministry was very helpful and cam-
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forting to her soul at this time so 
she desired full oommunion by uniting 
with the Ohuroh at Gurney Road, and 
expreRsed her regret when Pastor Marsh 
resigned his oharge ; but the settlement 
of Pastor H. D. Tooke, of Lowestoft, 
whose ministry caused her to rejoice as 
pardoned sinnerR only oan rejoioe in 
the fulness and freeness of the Gospel'R 
message of meroy to poor sinnere, which 
were her heart's delight, and comforting 
to her soul. But ciroumstances again 
arose causing her removal to Teddington, 
but she did not stay, the loc'l.lity being 
so damp and cold. As her cnnstitution 
had been so weakened by affliction, she 
thought it best, after laying the matter 
before the Lord, to try what country air 
and life would do, and so went to Hail 
Weston, near St. Neots, Hunts, to live 
with her niece, Mre. Page. After re
siding there a little time her health did 
improve, but having no pastor at the 
village cause of "truth," she was wont 
to go to the Baptist Chapel, St. N eats 
(Pastor J. Hazelton), to hear the Gos
pel's joyful sound on Sunday mornings 
(weather permitting). The testimony 
rejoiced her heart, and her faith was con
firmed in hearing her Lord exalted as 
the Sa.vionr of sinners, being II firm 
believer in the doctrines of distinguish• 
ing grace. On Tuesday evening, De
cember 3rd, she went to a cottage meet
ing in the village-it was a very happy 
time ; her heart was full-closmg with 
the hymn, "Bleat be the tie that binds," 
to the old tune, in which she joined 
heartily. Wednesday morning found 
her not very well, and on Thursday 
morning the doctor was sent for, and 
he said it was an attack of acute gastric 
catarrh, and could not give much hope 
of recovery. Her niece read to her 
Psalm xxvii. She looked up and smiled, 
bnt soon after became unoonscious. 
Pastor Hazelton called in to see her, 
and quoted some precious portions of 
the .. Word" to her, but she took no 
notice, oontinning unoollBcious, and 
gently passed away at 8 o'clock on 
Saturday morning to be for ever with 
her Lord. The interment took place 
on Wednesday afternoon, December 
11th, at 3 o'olock, in the ohapel ground 
at Hail Weston in the presence of 11 
goodly number of sorrowing friends. 
The service in the chapel and at the 
grave was conducted by Pastor J. 
Hazelton. 

PHILLIP HARROW. 
'' Sudden death-sudden glory." Truly 

this may be said of our dear friend, 
Phillip Harrow, who died instantly in 
his pew on Lord's-day evening, January 
12th. He was for many years an aotive 
worker in the late Camden High Sohools 
Cause, and leaves II dear wife and two 
children. May the Lord obeer them in 
this their hour of sorrow is the prayer 
of one of his fellow-labourers.-J. A. S. 

MR. MARK HUGHES, 

the fa.tber of Mr. J. Hughes, who has 
for the last few mouths been preaching 
with acceptance 10 some of the Churches 
and a. member at Mount Zi0n,Chadwell• 
atreet, was called home on December 
26th, at the age of sixty-four. 

Born of godly parents on August 5tb• 
1843, be went to London when abont 
twenty-two years of age. Thouilh un
concerned aoont his own eal vat ion he 
attended at Bloomsbury Chapel, then 
under the pastoral care of the late W. 
Brock. Soon, however, through an 
affliction of his mother his mind was 
seriously impressed, and he waa made 
to feel himself a sinner. Finding his 
way to Meard's Court he profitted by 
the ministry of Mr. J. Bloomfield. He 
was set at liberty by the Word being 
applied with power, •· Let not your 
heart be troubled," and was soon after 
baptized by Mr. Thomas Hoddy at 
Salem Uhapel. 

Removing to Camden Town be found 
a home with the friends who worshipped 
in Avenue Chapel, tlreat College-street 
where, under the ministry of· the !at~ 
W. H. Evans and R. Burbidge, his sonl 
was bleat. On Mr. Bnrbidge's retire
ment our friend, together with bis wife 
and two of his family, united with the 
Church at Chadwell-street in March ~m. . 

He was a consistent Christian, and on 
Sunday morning and evening filled his 
place in the s11,nctuary. At tb.e close of 
the Lord's-day the writer used to visit 
him and converse upon the day's dis
courses, and our brother would observe : 
"The P.i.stor was alrigbt to night. He 
went back to the beginning. which is 
what I like." His appreciation of the 
Gospel ministry is evidenced by a 
passage in a letter received by the 
writer last September, where he says: 
" I fear yon do not get such solid food 
at the Isle of Wight as we get at Mount 
Zion." 

For some time past Mr. Hagbes had 
been ailing, and I\ few months ago be 
was found to be suffering from diabetes 
upon which dropsy followed. He took' 
to his bed on December 23rd, on which 
day we visited him. His dear wife 
asked him if he loved the Lord, and he 
replied, as though surprised at snob a 
question-" What 1 Yes, I do love the 
Lord." He passed away ou December 
26th, and waa buried by Mr. Mitchell 
on Deoember 30th. 

The funeral sermon, mnob appreciated 
by the sorrowing family, was preached 
on January 12th from Rev. xxi. 4, the 
same verse being on the memorial 
cards. 

He was a good master, and personally 
I have lost a very dear friend, but he is 
with Christ, which is far better. 

D, BUTCHER, 



THE EARTHEN VESS.EL. 

J member of our ohurohes in this neigh
, bourhood. He was a regular subscriber 

to the Strict Baptist Mmion for many 
i yeare, and also the Aged Pilgrims' 
1 Friends Society for nearly seventy 

yeare, becoming a subscriber when 
twenty-one years of age ; and some 
years since gave a donation to secure 
the cases he nominated until their 
decease. Two outstanding features of 
his life and character have left their 
mark upon us all, and no doubt will be 

, an inspiration to the mr.ny whom to-day 
: mourn his loss. One was his tender 

care for the Christian poor, and the 
other his wonderful epirit of prayer. 
To the last the former wu.s his concern; 
one of his last acts, the day before his 
seizure, to his sorrowing pastor, was a 
commission for them, and this interview 
closed, as all such visits did, with 

1 prayer, so sweet and heart-melting 
' that it remains a sacred memory to us 
I to-day. In the earlier days he wa.e a 
I preacher of much acceptanoa, an.i his 
I prayer meeting addresses, especially 
1 those on 8unday afternoon, until a few 

MR. JOSEPH BILLING years ago, were a source of much 
has gone from ue, and is now at spiritual joy and help to us all. And 
home with the Ltlrd. Born in Ber- right to tne end of bis days he was a 
mondsey, he was the rnn of Mr. Thomas pillar in the Church and a saint mighty 
Billing who, for many years, was con- in prayer. The denomination loses a 
neoted with the Printers' Pension So- good friend and a generous helper ; he 
oiety. The fear of God was planted in oever tired of helping causes of truth 
early life in his soul, and we have heard in a quiet and unostentatioua way, and 
him tell with that pathos that moved many needy pa.etora have had oooasion 
our hearts with a strange feeling of to thank God on his &coount. 
Divine fervour, how, as an earnest His end came suddenly and unell:• 
Churohman, he paid a visit to Bath on pectedly: he was in his usual place at 
business, and whilst on the coach, just the old Bai,tist Chapel on the last Sun 
before reaching the oity, he lifted up day in 1907, and ,as senior deaoon an
his heart in pr&yer to be guided to nounoed the hymns. Through a @light 
oomtortable apartments, and how he cold hi• doctor advi1ed he •hould not 
was directed to the house of some godly go out on the first Sunday In 1908, 
Baptists, who during his stay, "They which was a disappointment to him: 
took him unto them, and expounded but he seemed nicely when we vi•ited 
unto him the way or God more per- him on the Monday. He retired to bed 
fectly," Thus early in his Christian as usual on Tuesday, after conducting 
oareer he showed that strong belief in family worship, and in the very early 
prayer which remained with him to thtJ hours of Wednesday was attacked with 
end. He was eduoated at St. Olave's an epileptio seizure and never recovered 
Grammar School, Southwark. In 1843 oonsoiousnese, and peacefully fell a.eleep 
he purchased a "mall printing busines• in the presence of member~ of tbe 
at Woking village, and many were the family and pastor, at noon on Friday, 
happy seasons he enjoyed in tbe little Jan. 10th, 1908, in his ninety·firstyear. 
Ba~tist Chapel at old Woking. '.l'he The funeral took place on Wednesday, 
bns1Dess soon grew to suoh proport1o~s January 16th, and was oonduoted by 
that a move wa• n~oessary, and so ID Pastor w. Ohirnall. The service was 
1856 he oame. to Gmld!ord and bought ' uplifting in character, and full of oom 
the property m. the Railway Esplanade, fort to the bereaved relativeP, and was 
and began, with hetwe~n thirty and attendeo. by a very large company. 
forty emp;oyee•, ~he bus1Dess_ that _to- On Sunday, January 20th. a special 
da;r i~ carried on ID the very •m~08!0 g sermon was preached by the Pastor to a 
bu1ld1Dg known as the Lo~rlon Prmtmg large congregation, at which most of 
Works, ~n.d engages wme - 50 employees. the members of the family were present. 

As a 01t1zen he earne~ the honour and Mr. Billing leavea with us a fragrant 
respect of the oomwumty among whc-m memory-atrong in faith, tender in 
h_e dwelt. !f'B the wonderful dem_onstra• love, generous in help, peace-loving in 
t1on e.t his fun~ral pro1:ed, bemg at- dispo"ition. Our brother leaves a sor• 
tended by prac_t1oally hi• whole ste.fI rowing widow, three 80D8, and one 
and repre••mtat1ve• of eve~y section of I daughter to lament their loes. Our 
the town. For nearly twentJ .fl ve yeara he deepest sympathies are with them. 
was deacon at the Old Baptist Chapel, . 
and fore.bout sixtJ•five yearsa consi.tent I Guildford. W. CHISNALL. 
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" ~aught of tg~ ~or~." 
EPI:-.ODES IX THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF 

ED.\IUND DINH-HJ (CONTINUED). 

TaA:ssca11u-:1J o\' -rnF. Aun1oa OF "A MEMOIR OF R1c11A.RD KNIGHT." 

·• For precepl must ~ upon preoepl, precept upon precept ; line upon line, 
line npon line; here a little and there a little."-lsaiah n:viii. 10. 

WHILE all the chosen and 1·edeemed people are '' tnught of the 
Lord," great variety is manifested in His-dealings with them. 

•• How hard and rugged Is lhe way to some poor pilgrims' feet; 
In all \hey do, or \hinlc, or say, they opposition meet. 
OUiera, agaiu, more smoothly go, secured from hurts a.nd ha.rms ; 
Their Saviour leads ihem gently through or bears them In His a.rms." 

Ais n general rule, however, the above text is exemplified 
wheren:>r there is a genuine work of grace in the soul. God makes 
His truth known to His people little by little. Precepts and 
promises urt- at intervals opened to the understanding or laid on 
the heart by the :-,pirit of God, and thus, in due courst-, each 
member of the blood-bought family is made sweetly conscious of 
possessing the unction from the Holy Ono and of knowing all 
things" (1 J olm ii. :?O). 

Go<l, m1 our graeious Instructor, is never hindered or hul'l'ied
and ns His time arrives, portions of His inspired Book are mnde to 
glow with new and indescribable lustre, and thus heaven-born men 
are led into " the mind of Christ." 

Thut this beautifully appears in the Lord's dealings with this 
plain, simple-hearted tradesman of seventy years ago, few who nre 
themseh-es in "the secret of the Lo1·d '' will dispute. 

"THIS IJO IN RE.llEllBRANCE OF ME." 

'' \\' hen I said to myself, 'I will take the cup of salvation,' I 
really expressed my determination again to seek to join tho C:hureh 
at the table of the Lord. But remembering that I had applied for 

Vo, .. Lxn·. MARCIi, 1908. E , 
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this and been put off some months before, I made this also a matter 
of prayer. 'Dear Lord,' I cried, 'men deny me this privilege; but 
ma~· it please Thee to work £or me, that I may join with Thy saints 
in commemorating Thy dying love.' " 

Thus, with the hymn of James Montgomery-the sweet 
l\foraYian singer-so well expressing the heart-thoughts of this 
dear child of God, we rejoice with him as he sings-

"According to Thy gracious word. in meok humility. 
This will I do, my dying Lord ! I will remember •rbee." 

In the forenoon of a subsequent Lord's-day, the pulpit of Gower 
Street Chapel was occupied by John Warburton, of Trowbridge; 
and the occasion proYed one of special blessing to our friend. Fifty 
years have transpired since the death of this dear man of God, and 
few now living can have a personal recollection of his character and 
ministry. His interesting autobiography, with its accompanying 
portrait, however, presents him so faithfully as he was, that we seem 
to have known him. Though his sphere of labour was in Wiltshire, 
he never wholly lost the Lancashire dialect ; and our friend loved 
to repeat the words which formed his text in the way in which they 
then, for the first time, fell on his ears: "Heaviness in the heart of 
man maketh it stoop ; but a good word maketh it glad" (Prov. xii. 
25). It is easy to surmise what such a preacher must have been led 
to advance on this theme. " Heaviness '' he had indeed -experienced, 
as the story of his life amply testifies, and of the gladness which 
the Holy Spirit imparts to heaven-born men, through the applied 
Word, he was equally empowered to tell. 

How he handled his subject our friend never told us, but 
strange, sweet, solemn power accompanied the message. 

" My heart" -we again copy his own manuscript-" overflowed 
with love and joy. Tears filled my eyes, so that I scarcely knew 
how to hide my face.'' Thus the text was exemplified in the 
experience of this favoured hearer. 

His prayer that morning had been that it would please the Lord 
so to work that he might join with His saints at the Lord's table, 
and the sermon and what followed were-though he little thought 
it-the Divine answer to his petition. 

It must be stated that the constitution of the Church at Gower 
Street had not at this time been determined on. A clause in the trust
deed had provided that its first stated minister should decide 
whether it should be a Baptist cause or not, but their deceased 
Pastor, Henry Fowler, had declined the responsibility or settling 
the momentous question, and the praetice of the Church in relation 
to the Lord's Supper appears to have been anything but satisfactory. 
This will explain what at first puzzled us in his narrative. 

" The service ended, on this memorable Sunday, we were pre
paring to leave, when to my astonishment the senior deacon came 
to me and said : ' Mr. Denham, you some time since expressed a 
wish to sit down with us at the Lord's table. This you can do 
to-night if you feel inclined,' and he handed me a card of admission 
(which I have hy me to this day) as he said this. 
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".v[y prayer that morning immediately recurred to my mind, 
and I knew not how to adore and thank the Lord for HiH wondron,; 
mercy. My heart was filled with what I trust was graciouH and 
loving emotion. That morning altogether was a high and holy 
one, long to be remembered to my poor soul. 

" In the evening, however, having taken a hack seat in the 
centre of the chapel, I had to suffer a terrible fright. One of thB 
df.')acons, as it appeared, was not present when it was previously 
decided that I should be welcomed as a worshipper that evening. 
He now rose, and coming to me said that as I was not a memher of 
the Church I could not be permitted to partake of the ordinance 
with them. He therefore bade me remove to one of the seats re
served for spectators. I attempted to explain that I wa8 present 
by special invitation, when the senior deacon beckoned to him and 
said something, which for the time settled the matter. I however 
found that there had been some unpleasantness previously on 
account of the suggestion that I should be allowed to sit clown at 
the Lord's table without my first being received into membership 
by the consent of the whole Church.'' 

It will thus be seen that the influence of \Villiam Huntington 
as to Church order was already relaxing its hold on this body of 
Christians. His pastorate, as we have seen, was purely an auto
cratic one. All that was done depended on him, and after his 
death on the few that were in authority in the place. Yo1c, we 
read of the Church as having the right to voice its own juclgment 
and will, in accordance with the custom of the free Churches, which 
are democratic in their constitution and ruled, under Christ, by the 
decision of their members. 

The episode under eonsideration also demonstrates the faulti
ness of any system of Church order and discipline in which the 
mind of the Master, so far as it is known, is not carried out to the 
full. An occurrence so distressing as the above could only have 
taken place where things were in a lax and unsatisfactory state. 

Much has been advanced against the practice ,of Strict Com
munion causes and their adherence to the principles of the New 
Testament. We have been accused of bigotry and lack of charity 
and brotherly tenderness. This we cannot admit. Solon, it is 
said, "wedded law to liberty," and the Master's "service " proves 
"perfect freedom" nowhere so fully as where a liYing remembrance 
of His words is maintained. 

Let our friend resume his story. "A little while after this I 
was waited on by 0ne of the deacons, who desired to converse with 
me on my experience and views of Divine truth. He expressed 
himself satisfied and finally requested my consent to be named to 
the Ohurch for membership-to which I c0nsenteJ.. 

The ancient custom of giving an oral confession of faith was 
even then maintained at Gower Street Chapel, and our friend's 
consent to be nominated for membership im·oh·ed complian(·e with 
\t. In anticipation it was, howe,·er, no light ordeal, as lte no\\' 
mforms us:-

" But oh, the searchings of heart and trying eXL'rcise:,; I passed 
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through preYiously to thiR Church meeting! I left my busines~ 
without naming where I was going and paced the streets for about 
an hour before the time, crying to the Lord for teaching and help. 

""-hile thus engaged, the words came solemnly and power
fully to m:v mind, ' What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul? ' Ah, indeed, thought I, what 
would it profit me to haw my name inscribed as a Church member 
if I should at last prow to haw' been wrong and deceived. Some· 
of the things that I trust the Lord had shown me then came to my 
remembrance, but I put them away, thinking in the simplicity of 
my soul that I would get nothing ready, but would go hoping to• 
be helped in time of need. In this I, however, afterwards found 
that I was wrong, for I should have tried to recall the way the Lord 
had brought me, and not have put it away from my mind. Thus, 
at the meeting, what with the dread of being wrong, the fear of 
man, and nervous confusion I expressed myself so badly, as I 
thought, that I feared that if the Church were as honest as I took 
them to be they would not accept my poor statements. To my 
astonishment my fears proved groundless and they gave me the 
'right hand of fellowship.' 

"This again caused me much trial, as the suspicion crossed my 
mind that they were now looking at my ability to help in temporal 
things, as I w·as in a prosperous ,;,,ay of business. I sat up for some 
hours after bed-time writing a long letter to them respecting my 
troubles and apprehensions. But on th@ next Lord's-day (which 
was 'ordinance day') the deacons assured me that my fears 
were groundless, and that they symphathised with me in my exer
cises of mind, as they themselves knew from experience what these 
were and they requested me to take my seat at the table of the 
Lord as a member of the Church. 

" Soon after this one or two of the Supplies, who were believers 
in Baptism by immersion, were led honestly to declare their senti
ments on this ordinance. This caused no small stir among us. For 
my own part I was at first greatly opposed to what they advanced, 
but their ideas at length laid such hold of my mind that I could 
not get rid of them. With Mr. Shorter, a Baptist, I argued on one· 
occasion most urgently against his ,-iews, only to be completely 
foiled. 

" I became more and more coneerned to be right in following 
the Lord in all His ways. Soon after this, on going to Zoar 
Chapel, Great Alie Street, to hear l\fr. Tite (one of those who had 
honestly declared his mind on the subject at Gower Street), to my 
surprise the service was to he dosed by the ordinance of Baptism. 
He preached from 1 Peter iii. 21-and to me the sermon was so 
conYincing that I could not withstand it. Then it proved that the 
only subject for baptism was one of our Gower Street members. 

" I returned home solemnly begging of the Lord to show me if 
I was a fit person, through His grace, to take up His cross and 
follow Him. This I did because I had for some time been in a low 
and dark state, with many doubts and fears. W'hen I returned 
home I went to my Bible and looked out the Scripture text and 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 73 

traced backwards, verse by verse, to find where the subject 
commenced, till I got back to the 21st verse of the second 
chapter. My heart and mind were then enlarged and enlightened 
to such a blessed degree that I was at once made willing to follow 
the steps and directions of my dear Lord and }faster. 

"Soon after I wrote to my friend Shorter (who was then sup
plying the pulpit at Zoar) telling him how the Lord had made me 
deeirous of observing His ordinance and begging him to administer 
it to me while in town. In his reply (which I have preserved) he 
informed me that, glad as he was that the Lord had thus made 
me willing, a trial of my patience awaited me, as he was suffering 
from severe inflammation, through cold, and that there were other 
candidates as well who were waiting, whom he should be obliged to 
leave for the next Supply, as he himself could not perform this a<.;t 
of service." 

Thus our dear friend and those who shared his desire to be 
baptised by immersion were delayed. Meanwhile events occurred 
which affected not his future only but that of many other lovers of 
the truth of God in London. These we shall, if the Lord wills, 
relate in our next number. 

BROTHERLY-LOVE DEMONSTRATES OUR RELIGION. -An earnest 
desire for the good of the brethren will flourish or fade much in 
proportion to the weight and power with which eternal realities 
press on our own soul. In this desire for the welfare of Zion, this 
love to the people of God for Christ's sake, this pure, disinterested, 
affectionate solicitude that the blessing of God might rest upon 
them, the grace of the Gospel shines forth conspicuously, and forms 
a noble contrast to the spirit of the world. That says, "All for me, 
none for you ; all I get, I keep ; all you get, I grudge." But the 
unselfish principle of grace says, "Dear brother, I want you to be 
blessed as well and as much as mvself ; for the more the Lord 
gives me, the more I want Him to gi,:e you. \Ve are partners, not 
rivals ; friends and brethren, not antagonists and foes ! " In 
nothing does divine grace more display its heavenly origin than in 
seeking the good of the brethren. Ministers seeking the spiritual 
welfare of their flock ; members of Churches desiring the blessing 
of God upon those in Church fellowship ; believers generally labour
ing in prayer and supplication for the power of God to rest upon 
His servants, His Churches, His people-how becoming the Gospel 
is this, how consistent with our profession, how in harmony with 
the example of the blessed Red.iemer, 
"Who spal'ed no pains, declined no load, resolved to buy us with His blood." 

-J. C. Philpot. 

HE that hath light thoughts of sin never had great thoughts of 
God (Psa. 1. 21).-,/ohn Owen, D.V. 
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GOD':-- ELECT. 

BY EDIYARD l\IrTcHELL, Clerlwnwell, London. 
·' Who shall lay anything to tho charge of God's elect? "-Rom. viii. 33. 

H11ETORI0.1L c-hallenges often arrest the attention and appeal to the 
foelings more effectively than any other form of address. They are 
therefore largely employed by effectiw. writers and speakers. A. 
series of such triumphant appeals is here found, to one of which 
a:tentilln is solicited. "Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
( Jod'1< elect? '' To these privileged versons, the source of their 
blessings and the .favour1< ensured by this act of Divine grace, this 
paper will be dernted. 

I. 
Obsene that SA\'ED SIN;';ERS ARE Gon's ELECT. Their salvation 

had its rise in His sovereign and unconditional choice. This,, 
though a truth unpalatable to the carnal mind, is clearly stated in 
the Word of God. 

Not a few hate and even openly decry it, and some, even, who 
profess to recei,·e it tell us it should seldom or never be mentioned 
in public. God, however, has re,·ealed it. It runs like a golden 
thread through both Testaments. Are we wiser than He? Dare 
we suppress or coneeal any parLof His revealed truth? Rather 
let us as little children receive what our Heavenly Father teaches. 
In God's school, gigantic: intellects are not required, but child
like, teachable spirits. " Thou hast hid these things from the wise 
and prudent, and hast re1·ealed them unto babes." Of God's 
salrntion we know nothing but what He has taught us in His Word. 
If we bring our own natural imaginations, and seek to make the 
Word square with them, we are sure to err,· for " God's thoughts. 
are not our thoughts, neither are our ways His ways.'' Man would 
never haYe imagined God's election. It is altogether contrary to 
his natural conceptions of the Deity; but He has revealed it to us, 
giving us to see some of its glories and to rejoice even now in the 
blessings it confers. 

II. 
God's choice of His z;eoplc is ANCIENT. The apostle says,"Blessed 

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ ; accord
ing as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in 
10\'e.'' ,ve here learn that election was before creation. Paul leads 
us back through time into eternity. God foresaw the fall in Adam, 
but determined that He would save unnumbered millions of a fallen 
race, and these were all chosen in His Son, our Lord, Saviour, and 
Head, and "predestinated to the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ unto Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,'' 
before the world began. 

III. 
Election originated in the GOOD PLEASURE of God. If we inquire 

wliy we were chosen to salvation, the sole answer is found in . . 
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8aviour's words, " Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy 
sight." 

'l'he figment that God chose His people for someth.ing that He 
foresaw in them is not only repugnant to Scripture, but would 
overturn the whole foundation of grace. It is thus cogently con
futed by the great apostle: "For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, th:-.t the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that 
calleth ; it was said unto her (Rebekah), The elder shall serve the 
younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 
hated." It is "according to the purpose of Him Who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will." The objection of the 
carnal mind, " Why doth He yet find fault ? For who hath resisted 
His will?" he promptly meets with the unanswerable words, "Nay, 
but, 0 man, who are thou that repliest against God? " 

IV. 
ELECTION 1s AN ACT OF DIVINE GRACE. Its opponents have called 

it harsh and odious, but it is an act of favour of the richest and 
freest kind. By those who dislike it, it is represented as a barrier 
set to oppose the salvation of men. Rather it should be regarded 
as the act of God's long arms of love and mercy outstretched to 
save innumerable sinners. It benefits millions-it injures none. 
It conveys blessings of the richest kind to a multitude that no 
man can number, while it simply leaves those it passes by in the 
same condition thev would have been in if there had been no 
election at all. It is the spring of salvation, and in no sense the 
cause of condemnation. 

God's determination to save those whom He chose, is, therefore, 
a matter for our profoundest gratitude and highest love. It both 
humbles and exalts, and stirs the souls of God's children to devout 
praise and thanksgivings, even as Paul addresses the Thessalonian 
saints: '' \Ye are bound to give thanks always to God for you, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth : whereunto He called you by our gospel to 
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

V. 
GoD's ELECTION 1s EVER EFFICIENT. " Whom He did foreknow 

He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover, 
whom He did predestinate, them He also called : and whom He 
called, them He also justified : and whom He justified, them He 
also glorified." The chain is complete, and each link secure. God 
having chosen His people saves them. Election sent the Son of 
God into this world to die to save its chosen objects. It sends the 
word of salvation to these, wherever they may be scattered up 
and down the world, and sends the Holy Spirit to make the word 
effectual. 8tony hearts are removed and hearts of flesh imparted. 
The stoutest rebels are subdued and changed into loyal subjects. 
The whole body of the chosen are brought to belien• in the Lord 
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Jesus Christ. The ealled are kept by the power of God, and all 
are finally glorified " to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
"·herein He has highly farnured them in the Beloved.'' What a 
striking illustration of this is found in the salvation of Saul of 
Tarsus-the great champion of God's so,·ereign, distinguishing 
grace. Election is the root of all real experience of salvation, and 
never fails to save those whom it embraces. 

"Ne'er had you known the guilt of sin, or sweets of pard'ning love, 
Unless your worthlPss names had been enrolled to life above." 

VI. 

Lastly, the ELECTION OF sIN::--ERS to the salvation of God is 
UNALTERABLY ASSOCIATED WITH THEIR GRACE-UNION WITH THE LORD 
J Esus CHRIST. Some have spoken and written of God's choice of 
His people as if it were an act of His abstract sovereignty, having 
but little relation to the Son of His love ; whereas Divine election 
and the all-glorious Saviour are continually associated in the 
scriptures of truth. "Mine elect'' is one of His titles (Isa. xlii. 1), 
and He that is Head over all things to His Church is the Head in 
whom all for whom He became the responsible Surety were viewed 
of old. "The Father hath chosen us in Him" (Eph. i. 4). The 
ancient choice of the people of God was in another aspect their 
donation to Hirn, constituting them the Father's love-gift and the 
darling of His heart. " Thine they were and Thou gavest them 
to me." 

Hence we Scripturally, and, it is to be hoped, feelingly sing, 

" ' Chriat be My fir~t Elect,' He so.id, then chose our souls in Christ, our Head ; 
Our characters were then decreed, 'blameless in love, a. holy seed.' " 

Thus, as John Stevens has well observed, " the elect are chosen 
in Christ to grace and glory, to be holy and acceptable unto God. 
Christ Himself being chosen as a public Head to His people, they 
are elected in His election. ·whosoever, therefore, rises to deny 
God's free choice of His people must likewise deny His choice of 
Christ to be their Saviour, in contradiction to the eleven texts''' 
which emphatically assert that the Father chose His only begotten 
Son to be the Head, Saviour, and Judge of His foreknown and 
beloved people. 

" What Chr·ist is, as the Head of His people, they become by 
being chosen in Him. If His election is absolute, theirs cannot be 
conditional (1 John iv. 17 ; 2 Cor. v. 21 ; 1 Cor. i. 30; and Rom. 
:xi. 6).'' Thus, as this great Divine elsewhere sings:-

" When Adam, our father, revolted and fell, mankind became guilty and dead; 
Free grace still prevented from falling to hell the members who stood in their 

Bead. 
This union eternal could not be destroyed, though ruin came in by offence, 
For Love everlasting sent Jesus who died and bore their iniquity hence." 

(To be concluded). 

• Psa.. lxxxix. 3, 4, and 19; Isa. xiii. I; Isa.. xliii. l!I; Luke xxii. 22; Acts 
ii. 23, 24 ; Acts x. 42 . .Acts xvii. 30, 31 ; Rom iii. 25; 1 Pet. i. 20; and 1 Pet, 
ii. 4 - 6. •• THE WORDS OF TRUTH ARRANGED," pa~rs 42-46. 
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"FAlrnWELL '' TO A RETIIUNG CONIRADE-.fAMER 
ULARK, OF HOPE CHAPEL, BETHNAL GREE~. 

" Parting words must of& J:,~ spoken ; 
Earthly unions here must end; 

Fellowships of heart be broken ; 
Friend must bid ' farewell' to friend. 

But to check our rising sadness, 
And to hush our thoughts of pa.in, 

Hear the message, fraught with gladness, 
'We through Christ shall meet again.' " 

'fm; above beloved Pastor and teacher has long occupied a position 
of usefulness and honour among those ministers of the Gospel with 
whose names the majority of our readers are acquainted. 

He comes of a worthy family. Before us is a pamphlet of thirty
six pages, entitled " 'The Everlasting Union of Christ and His 
Saints: ' A Sermon delivered on August 21st, 1831, at the Baptist 
Meeting, Ivinghoe, Bucks, by W. Collyer, occasioned by the Death 
of Mr. George Clark (many years Pastor of the Church), to 
which is added a Portrait and a Short Memoir of the Deceased." 
Considering that the preacher was a plain and wholly unlettered 
man, without the slightest pretensions to scholarship, the discourse is 
most creditable, while its subject-matter consists of the savoury 
meat which our soul loveth. 

The subject of the Memoir was originally a poor weaver, whose 
conversion to God was remarkable, and who was called to and 
sustained for twenty-seven years in the vocation of a Christian 
minister, and was summoned hoiµe in his 70th year in August, 
1831, after having served this village Church for upwards of a 
quarter of a century. · 

This brave old champion of the cross was the grandfather of 
our dear friend, of whom it may be said as was said in this sermon 
of him whose name he bears-that " he began, he continued, 
and is ending well." 

His appointed spheres of labour have been many, no fewer than 
ten being enumerated in " The Baptist Handbook" for 1908-
Buckland Common, 1858-62 ; Stowmarket, 1862-65 ; Somersham, 
Sulfolk, 1865-72; Chatteris, 1872-75; Dunstable, 1875-78; 
Heaton-road, Peckham, 1878-82 ; West Hill, vV andsworth, 1882-
86; Bradford-on-Avon, 1886-91 ; New-street, St. Neots, 1891-96 ; 
and Norton-street, Bethnal Green, from which he is now retiring. 

From this it appears that our brother has been an accredited 
Strict Baptist Minister for nearly fifty years, and it may be said 
that, without exception, he has left his several Churches in a better 
condition than that in which he found them, that he made warm 
and cordial friends wherever he was located, and that (to employ a 
venerable phrase) "seals to his ministry and souls for his hire" 
have invariably been vouchsafed him ; nor have the longed-for 
"signs following" failed to attend his faithful and earnest labours 
ihrnughout his 1'-mg ministerial career. Thus, after having been 
bnfore the Christian p1tblic for well nigh-nigh half-a-l"entury, hL' 
continues to comnrnud universal resped. 

F 
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He is finally retiring from pastoral work, hut not from the 
failure of his natural strength, mental vigour, or on account of 
weariness in his work, hut from the resn!Ls of an accident, with the 
particulars of which the readers of the Personal Paragraphs to be 
found month by month on our Covers are doubtless acquainted. 
Our sympathy-largely, we are assured, shared by many other 
friends-it is not our object to give expression to here. We will 
therefore close these words of fraternal appreciation of an honoured 
eomrade by complying with the wishes of his friends and presenting 
our readers with the wise and weighty letter in which he tenders 
his resignation of the pastoral office among them :-

To my dear and 11weh-loved fi·iends, lhe Deacons and Jfem/Jers of 
the Chnrch worshipping at Hope Baptist Chapel, Nol'ton-slreet, 
Bethnal Green. 

I had fondly hoped, my dear friends, by the blessing of God, 
that I should long ere this have been restored to your midst and 
again privileged to engage in my much-loved work amongst you, 
but the Lord has willed it otherwise, and, to all human judgrnent, 
there is no possibility of my ever being able to perform the constant 
duties of a Pastor again. This being so, I feel that it would not be 
right for me to retain the pastorate with little or no prospect of 
my being able to discharge its obligations ; therefore, under these 
circumstances, I have been painfully compelled to come to the con
clusion to close our union on the last Lord's-day in March next. 
This to me is like tearing flesh from the bone, for I have spent 
eleven years of happy service amongst you, and the Lord knows 
how cheerfully I would have served you for another eleven years 
had it been His will ; but. He has appointed it otherwise, and, 
though our hearts are sad and sore with grief and sorrow, yet 
we must not murmur. A Father's hand has done this. 

Though the pastorate will be formally severed, the relationship 
will remain undisturbed, as we shall still continue with you ; and 
should the Lord be pleased in time so to restore the poor leg that I 
am able to occasionally supply the Churches, I shall be delighted 
to serve you all I can. "Hope'' will ever be to me a sacred and 
hallowed place on account of the many manifestations of the Lord's 
presence I have been favoured to enjoy while engaged in my work 
amongst you. 

I hope you will do all you possibly can to encourage the Deacous 
and to hold up their hands in the work of the Lord on your behalf. 
I am sure they will do their utmost to obtain the best supplies our 
denomination is able to produce at the present time. Should there 
be on any occasion, a supply, whom you cannot get on very 
well, do not, I pray you, turn your back upon the place by going 
elsewhere, as this would be very discouraging to them, but bear 
with it, especially as it will not be continued. I affectionately 
entreat the same continuance of interest in your prayers on my own 
behalf in my affliction, and I do hope the Lord will yet be pleased 
iu Hi:; own good time to give a full answer to them. 

~ow, my beloved frieuds, I heartily pray that your future may 
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be as happy an<l peaceful as your past has been, and that each one 
of you may ever be led to " en<leavour to keep the unity of the 
8pirit in the bond of peace." · 

" The Lord bless thee, and keep thee : the Lord make His 
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift 
up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace,'' will ever 
be the fervent supplication for each of you, of your afrlicted but 
affectionate Pastor-JAMES CLARK. 

JUSTIFICATION. 
A Sermon deliverecl on Lord's-day !Vlorning, December 17th, 1854, at the 

Baptist Chapel, Stolce Ash.-(Continued.) 

BY CHARLES 1-IILL. 
"Them He also justified."-Rom. viii. 30. 

HAVING claimed attention to the great question of the J ustijicalion 
of God's people as distinguished from their Sanctification and the 
Forgiveness of their sins for Christ's sake, we proceed to enquire 
what is 

IV.-Tm, WAY OF JUSTIFICATION. In other words, how it is that 
sinners are justified by and befol'e God, while His equity and 
righteousness are maintained. It is not by either the works of 
men or of the law; for, saith the Scripture, "by the works of the 
law shall no flesh living be justified.'' Were it by works, it could 
not be by grace, for it is impossible that it should be by both. If 
it were by works, then the labours of the Son of God were needless 
and· unavailing, and at the same time it would be a severe reflection 
on the character and wisdom of Jehovah. The best works 0£ the 
best of men, however valuable to society and honouring to them, 
have, however, no meritorious c.laim in them on God, for saving 
grace and its consequent blessings. Tp.ey are only what all men, 
at all times, are required to yield, in accordance with the require
ments of the good and just and holy law of the Lord. 

Morality of life and conduct, however refined and estimable, 
nevertheless differs as widely from spirituality and Gospel grace as 
life does from death ; for many, like the Pharisee and the young 
ruler, trusting in their outward and moral integrity, haw found 
themselves destitute of the one thing needful in a dying hour, while 
many with the thief, whose crimes had crimsoned them, haYe joy
fully passed the passage of Jordan in the full assurance of accept
ance with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. MoreoYer, the !all" 
was not given with the intent to justify men, neither has it the 
ability or power to do so; its office is to condemn the unjust and 
~o acknowledge the justification of those who are just; but not 
Ill any measure is its office to effect or procure justifi('ation for 
he unjustJin order to their emancipation from its just and rigorous 
demands.· 

A man's own works are iustillicicnt to his justification for many 
reasons, "Vhieh might be assigned, had we time, from the faet that 
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the)· are i1111Jc1'.fccL Their imperfection mars them, and God can 
and "·ill not arcept them as a substitute for that altogether perfect 
and sinless obedience which He righteously requires and demands. 

~either is faith the cause of our justification. Believers are 
indeed said to he justified by faith, but faith is never said to justify 
them, for the effect can never be greater than the cause. If faith 
were the cause, the consequent of faith would he greater than the 
cause ; for faith is not eternal, but justification is everlasting. 

Faith, as an eye, discerns the need of justification ; as a hand, 
appropriates it to the needy soul ; and, as a heart, joys and rejoices 
in it. By faith we receive the righteousness which justifies us and 
experience the safety and comfort which arise from it. Faith and 
its works may and do justify a man's profession of religion before 
his fellow-men, but can never justify his soul before God. Thus 
it was that Abraham and Rahab were justified by their faith and ita 
fruits. 

Let us, however, pass from what is not to what is the cause of 
justification. Paul says, " For as by one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners ; so by the obedience of one, many shall be 
made righteous ; " the evident meaning of which is that as many as 
stood in connection with Adam as their federal head (which all the 
world did) were by virtue of that union, by his act of disobedience, 
invoked in ruin. And, in like manner, as many as stand connected 
with Christ Jesus as their Covenant Head (as the election of grace 
do), are, by virtue of that union, made to participate in the benefits 
of His obedience. 

"He who knew no sin was made sin for us, that we should be 
made the righteousness of God in Him." He died, "the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to God ; " and as the great 
Surety of the Church, He became responsible for their guilt and 
trangression, and by His deeds of obedience procured for them an 
eYerlasting righteousness. For this end He was manifest both in 
the cradle and on the cross. Mark Him through life. He violated 
no law, either human or divine. He injured no person, either friend 
or foe. He betrayed no trust reposed in Him, either by God or by 
hopeful and believing souls. He endured all things, trials un
paralleled, temptations the most subtle, fierce and malignant; 
sorrows the most poignant; scorn and scandal; injustice and 
ingratitude. He performed the most benevolent acts; benefited 
His bitterest enemies ; encouraged His followers when right and 
reproved them when wrong. He lived in a world of sin without 
being a sinner, and, by His life of continuous labour, fulfilled the 
law of God both in the spirit and letter and repaired the breaches 
His sinning saints had made; for it was their sins that brought 
Him from heaven and laid Him in a manger, that made Him" a Man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief'," that caused Him His 
agony and bloody sweat in the garden, that crowned Him with 
thorns, that nailed Him to the cross, and broke His loving heart. 

This was the gall in the bitter cup which He had to drink and 
wa:,; the c;ause of that frown and :,;troke which extorted from Him 
the groans that shook heaven, earth and hell. 0, believer, contem-
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plate your justification in the light of the cross and itR bloorl
stained victim; and let it become enhanced in your estimation by 
the lovo and the grace which these reveal, and, in the strength of 
Goel, swear enmity, eternal enmity to sin, that caused your sinless 
Redeemer's sufferings. 

Again, justification is ascribed to the righteousness of Christ, 
whid1 is imputed to all who, through grace, believe in His name. 

This, observe, is not that righteousness which He possesses as 
essential and eternal God ; for God, as God, could not redeem a 
a sinner. The soul that sins shall die, either in itself or in the 
person of a Surety. God, as God, could not die and so yield the 
requirements the law demanded for the liberation of the guilty; 
but Christ died, and triumphed in His d<3ath too, and by it effected 
the emancipation of His enslaved people. Thus He must be a }fan, 
the God-man, a Mediator, bone c,f our bone and flesh of our flesh, a 
Brother, a Kinsman, that He might sustain such a relation in equity 
to us as to become our legally constituted Redeemer. 

Oh the wonders of ransoming mercy and distinguishing grace ! 
" Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He 
also Himself took part of the same, that through death He might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil ; and 
deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their life-time 
subject to bondage ; for verily He took not on Him the nature of 
angels, but the seed of Abraham." Mark this, of Abraham, not of 
Adam ! Abraham's seed was a seed of covenant and promise 
(Heh: ii. 14). So "when the fulness of the time was come, neither 
before nor after, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the la,v, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons'' (Gal. iv. 4, 5). 

And it was in this public character Jesus lived and laboured. 
He and His people are one. What He did, they did in Him ; and 
what He, by doing, merited, they possess through Him. Now, He 
wrought out by His obedience, as God's Servant and the " }Iediator 
between God and men," a perfect righteousness, complete, durable, 
and everlasting, and with this He justifies and adorns His Bride. 

" The Spirit wrought my faith, and love, and hope, and every grace, 
But Jesus spent His life to w6rk the robe of righteousness." 

His people's sins were transferred to Him. Their guilt laid to 
His account, and their transgressions charged upon Hin~, and the 
" iniquity of us all " was, by imputation, laid upon Him, and that by 
God. He met the audit, pays in full the d0bt, received the dis
charge, and now He bestows the benefits on His saints, to whom He 
gives Himself, with all that He is, and all that He has as }lediator to 
bestow. He is "of God, made unto them wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption." The law is satisfied with His 
payment; Justice declares their justification legal and honourable; 
God is well pleased for His righteousness' sake ; and the saint 
nnder the shadow of the tree of life sits and sings. 

"The terrors of law and of God with me oan have nothing to do; 
My Saviour's obedience 11ud blood hide 1111 my transgressions from view " 
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The resurr('ction of Zion's Head and Husband is another element 
that mingles in the justification of the believer. He was " delivered 
for our offences and raised again for our justification." "Come and 
see the place where the Lord lay," was the angelic invitation to the 
terrified yet sorrowing and seeking friends of the Lord ,Jesus. And 
many a God-honouring and heart-pleasing thought arises from 
the suryey of the empty tomb of our ·enthroned Master, like flowcws 
full of sweet perfume which bloom in the regions and territories of 
death and the graYe. 

(To be conchided.) 

SCCOESS IN THE WORK OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL: 

ITS SOURCE AND CERTAINTY.''' 

BY 0. HANSON ABBOTI, West Hill Chapel, Wandsworth. 

"All works are good, and each is best as most it pleaseth Thee ; 
Each worker pleases when the rest he serves in charity; 
And neither man nor work unblest wilt Thou permit to be." 

- T. T. Lynch. 
" 'Tis not in mortals to command success, 

But we'll do more, Sempronius-we'll deserve it." 
-Joseph Addison. 

SABBATH schools, though, as at present constituted, a modern 
institution, may be traced back to very early times. Mention is 
made in the New Testament of those who were catechised, or orally 
instructed "in the Word" (Gal. vi. 6). Cardinal Borromeo, of 
Milan (1538-84), though a cruel persecutor of Protestants, is stated 
to have inaugurated a system of instruction for the young on the 
Lord's-day. .Joseph Alleine, the Puritan (1632-74), and many of 
his gracious contemporaries devoted much attention to the children 
of their congregation, as did Rev. David Blair, of Brechin, a 
century later. Almost at the same time, Hannah Ball, a poor 
needle-woman, of High Wycombe, conducted in her own humble 
cottage a Sabbath night-school, on the same evangelical lines as 
the Sunday Schools of the present day. 

The system as a recognised institution was, however, originated 
by Robert Raikes, a Gloucester printer, who greatly deplored the 
ignorant:e and vice of the young of his city, and agree/i to pay .four 
old ladies a shilling per week each, to instruct as many of these 
neglected "street Arabs'' as he might send them (1780). 

It is strange that the idea was at first opposed by many 
religious persons; but in time the Churches became wiser, and 
all but universally accepted the gratuitous religious training of 
tilt' young on the Lord's-day, as a branch of Christian service. It_ 
iR estimated that, at the present day, seventy-five per cent. of 

• A Paper read at a conference of Sunday school workers at the abov~ 
chapel, and revised and re-written for this magazine (see page 63). A paragraph 
which would have been Section III., on the "necessity and valite of diligent 
preparation," is omitted both from want of space and because it was felt to be 
less in harmony than the rest with the scope of the paper a~ a whole. 
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those whose hearts have been touched were impreAAed m their 
youth in 8un<lay schools. 

1. 
Some principles essential to efficient and successfnl teaching 

heing our subject, we mention as the first-ATTRACTION, or the 
power which draws minds and hearts, and which should hfl 
constantly cultivated and exercised. All that is done should he 
kindly and winsome, and in the spirit of the Master. We should 
aim so to attract our scholars that they may feel a deep interest 
in coming, and that a friendship between us and them may thus 
spring up. We want them to feel that our position is altogether 
different from that of their teachers in their day schools. Oms 
is a connection based upon love; we should seek to make them 
feel the fact that we are interested in them for .Jesn's sake. 

Our object and motives should be clear to them-that we yearn 
to behold them growing up as workers in God's service, useful 
citizens, and just, kindly and good to all. We should impress 
upon them that none should live for themselves alone, hut aim 
to render others bright and happy. 

They should be made to feel that we are solicitous for their 
welfare not only while we are together, but that their future 
welfare is our object, and that we trust that in after years, the~
will communicate to others the good they han! receind when in 
association with us. 

II. 
A Sunday-school 1s a Gospel institution, and THE BL'RDEN AND 

IlASIS OF ALL OUR TllACHING SHOULD l3E EVANGELICAL. \Ye should 
constantly bring home to our classes the atoning sufferings of our 
Lord and Saviour-that it was His great love which caused Him to 
leave the realms of glory, and to come to lead a life like ours here 
on earth-working with His hands for a livelihood, and giving us 
such a glorious example "that we should follow in His steps." Love 
brought Him to the cross on which He was crucified, and He was 
" the same .Jesus " on earth after His resurrection. 

This latter point was strikingly exemplified in the words of a 
little one, seven years of age, whom I know. After reading ~h-s. 
Mortimer's sweet book, "The Peep of Day," he said to his mother, 
"Then Jesus did walk about after He was buried. I thought 
when He died on the cross and was buried He was newr seen any 
more." 

Let then the resurrection of onr Lord as a ·cital point. he 
emphasised to the children. 

III. 
\Vhile TACT AND PATIENCE are necessary, LOYE ANO KINDNESS, both 

oE heart and manner, should ever be the ruling point. Scolding 
and fault-finding will never attach the children to ns; but 
genuine Christian lon-i and sympathy will make real headway 
toward winning their regard and their personal attachment tn us. 

IV. 
Om numbers are ineYitably continually diminished hy remornls, 
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etc., and it is important to obtain the help of our present scholars 
in obtaining ADDITIONS TO OUR RANKS. Rtress should be laid upon 
these to bring their relations and friends in the neighbourhood who 
do not attend any other school, with them. "\,Ve should impress 
points like these upon them-that they will serve God by so doing, 
and may bring glory to Jesus-that their friends may thus be saved 
from a life of misery and wretchedness through their being brought 
under the sound of the gospel--that many grow up to be bad men 
and women through their never hearing tlrn Bible read and 
explained in their youth in the Sabbath-school-that no one 
realises the benefit of early Christain training like those who have 
themselves had to meet with the temptations of the world-that it 
will tend to strengthen them for the battle of life and to overcome 
the power of Satan "to mind religion young "-that many 
thousands owe their position in life to their Sunday-school 
training-that untold good may be done by this little action
and, lastly, that their teachers' love in devoting so much time and 
attention to their welfare may be thus rnost appropriately repaid. 

Real influence for good may be exerted over our children by 
urging such considerations as these to induce them to endeavour to 
increase our numbers. 

- V. 

For many reasons HOME VISITATION is of high importance. It 
manifests personal affection for our children, and is sure to interest 
their parents in our "labour of love." If these see that their children 
are followed up, they will tell others, and recommend them to send 
their children to friends so kind. 

Through outside influence, the wickedness of their own hearts, 
or other and more alluring attractions, our children will occasionally 
stay away from school, and, if not promptly enquired after, may 
repeat their absence, till by-and-bye they altogether lose their 
interest, which once seemed so warm. My own idea is that their 
non-attendance should al ways have our serious attention, and that 
no time should be lost in ascertaining the reason. At times we may 
find on enquiry that their parents are unaware of their absence, or 
it may be that even the parents themselves have put _obstacles in 
the way. Now, were all teachers to make a point of visiting 
absent~es the loss to our schools would, I feel, be much less than it 
is. Sickness may be the cause. How a mother would then 
appreciate a call from a teacher ! Relative trouble, or many other 
reasons, may keep a child away, and a home-visit in such circum
stances affords an opportunity of so speaking to the parents as 
perhaps to induce them to come to the house of God. Many of our 
children's parents never attend our chapels. This rnay be because 
they are waiting to be invited to do so. A word of welcome might 
induce them to come. This a teacher can give only when paying a 
social c-all. 

VI. 

.J oY IN ouR SERVICE, which is so assuredly " perfect freedom," is, 
lastly, incumbent on us, and a factor in our success. "The joy of 
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the Lord is our glrenylh" (Neh. viii. 8), while weariness and wectk
ness are felt if it is lacking. As then it is realised, we shall be of 
more use in the school, our colleagues will be benefited and 
encouraged, the chapel will be better filled, and the Pastor's heart 
cheered. 

In the thought that we have tried to do our duty, consolation 
will be experienced, and God, for Christ's sake, will bless 011r 

efforts to His glory. 
Let us, then, put sloth away, and set our hearts and faces to the 

work, confident that with earnest prayer for help, guidance and 
sustaining grace, we must succeed. 

" Go, labour on, spend and be spent, thy joy to do the Father's will; 
It is the way the Master went. Should not tho servant tread it still?·· 

I WILL COME AGAIN. 

"I will come again and receive you unto Myself" (John xiv. 3). 
To the brightness of My glory, from the shadows dim and grey, 
From the shrouds of midnight blackness, to the light of perfect day, 
From the darkened view obscured, of the beauty of My grace, 
To the vision clear unclouded, of the smilings of My face. 
From the vale of tears and sorrow, to the land of joyous song, 
From a life of strife and discord, to a peace for all time long; 
To exchange thy sin-stained garments for a robe of purest white, 
And the cross you long have carried, for a crown of splendour bright. 
And thine every pain and weakness thou shalt then lay down for aye, 
With the clinging cares and struggles which have wearied day by day; 
To forget them in an ocean of eternal rest and joy, 
Which no ages can diminish, and no rival powers destroy. 
From the yearnings, and the donbtings, and the gloomy fears that rise 
To o'erflowing satisfaction, in thine home beyond the skies; 
From the gentle revelations of My everlasting love; 
To the limitless outpourings of its fullest depths above. 

KATE STAINES. 

SHORT BUT SPIRITUAL PRAYERS APPROVED or Goo.-There is in 
us all, by nature, a self-righteous spirit, which leads us into a clry, 
stiff, dead formality in prayer; and into peevishness and fretful
ness if we cannot perform our task. But God requires not such 
long prayer, nor are we heard for our much speaking. The Bible 
is the best Prayer-book. God tells us to call upon Him in the time 
of trouble, and that He will deliver us, and we shall glorify Him. 
A few minutes in prayer, frequently put up, as our troubles 
abound, are best. To pray God to keep us from the evils we fear; 
to pardon us for the sake and satisfaction of Christ; to giw us 
submission to His will, and strength and patience equal to the day ; 
to teach and instruct us that we may know His mind and will con
cerning ourselves ; that He would keep ns from failing of the 
grace of God, or from coming short of the promised rest ; that He 
would reveal His dear Son in us; that He would lead us into His 
own ways, and keep us by His power. We should likewise plead 
the promises and encouragements that He holds forth in Christ to 
sensible sinners, .and aboni all, the appointment and great under
takings of Ohrist.-H untington. 
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IN MEMOIUAM. 

HENRY AND CAROLINE BENTON, OF GREAT YARMOUTH, 

February 10th and 12th, 1908. 
"They were lovely and pleasant in their lives. and in death they were not 

divided."-2 Sam. i. 23. 

THIRTY years ago the congn°gatio11 at Eden Chapel, Cambridge, 
was a unique one. All presont manifested receptive attention. The 
se1Tice nf song, though without instrumental accompaniment, was 
unequalled in the denomination. The deacons-the brethren 
Beall, Dent, Favell, Rutterford and Wilby-welcomed their ministers 
with a cordial courtesy not always accorded to God's servants; 
while the more prominent worshippers--the Chafimans, Kimptons, 
Sturtons, Thodays and others, never failed by a few timely words 
to assure the "supply " that he was welcome in the Master's name. 
Foremost among these was sure to be the brother who, aided by 
his wife and some sweet-voiced young people, led the singing. He 
was the son-in-law of the senior deacon, Joseph Favell, who acted 
as Precentor and whose reading of the hymns was most effective. 

If the minister were a stranger, he was almost sure to be asked 
to c,all and see the wonderful -painted windows in the chapel of 
Peterhouse College, in which it would be intimated that the 
speaker held a responsible position. 

Thus was it that in August, 1878, our acquaintance with these 
two dear friends commenced, which ripened into an affectionate 
intimacy. 

Born in 1848 at Cambridge, he inherited many of the 
characteristics of the people of the Fens. His family were dis
senters though, as is common in the Town, his beautiful voice 
procured for him an excellent education at Jesus College in return 
for his services as choir-boy in the chapel, in which he afterwards 
became lay-clerk or leader of the singers. It is singular that 
influence so powerful never induced him to change his religion. 
He indeed acquired a strong attachment to the ritual of the Church 
of England, and loved the offices of the prayer-book, but he con
tinued a :Nonconformist from inwrought conviction, and was always 
an unsweITing Strict and Particular Baptist. 

How he began life others must tell. He was, however, but young 
when som() thirty-five years ago he became porter of the college, the 
interests of which he studied so faithfully for upwards of a quarter 
of a century. He served under three Masters and we know not how 
many generations of undergraduates. Though his onerous duties 
often involved what was unpleasant and uncongenial, he won the 
gc,lden opinions of all. His influence was most salutn,ry, and 
many a student, disposed to be unruly, was indebted to his timely 
counsel and remonstranees. 

He married Caroline, the daughter of Joseph Favell-the 
senior deacon at Eden, to whom he was united for forty-one years. 
She waR an amiable and saintly woman, most gentle and amenablr, 
and tlwir attachment was strong and tender. In fact, they seemrd 



AND GOSPEL H ~RALD. 87 

happy only when together, their tastes and (fo,positions heing in 
almost perfect accord. 

While personally most generous, he was a strong believer in 
organised benevolence, and was a warm supporter of several charit
able societies, the chief of which were the Cambridge Good Samaritan 
Rociety, a local charity ; the " Society for the Relief of Necessitous 
Protestant Ministers and their Widows," and the " Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society,'' the auxiliaries of the latter in Cainbridgc and 
Great Yarmouth, having been originated by him. For many years, 
with the help of his personal friends, he furnished the poor of his 
town with coals at a reduced price during the winter months. 
They both loved to do good, and with an enthusiasm and alacrity 
rarely manifested. 

Like many others who lead a truly strenuous life he was full of 
kindly humour. Fun was born in him. Droll sayings and ane('
dotes abounded in his conversation, and he habitually saw things 
in a bright light and communicated his own genial cheerfulness to 
others. 

"Eden'' was, we believe, their first endeared religious home, 
and its minister, Samuel Marks, the preacher whom they both heard 
in their younger days. To the ministry of John Bunyan M'Curt>, 
however, they attributed the deepening of spiritual convictions ancl 
the blessing and assurance which, after much searching of ht>art, 
led them to join the Church. 

Their devotion to the Cause was great, and to promote its 
welfare the earnest wish of their he:1rts. The poor of the flock 
always found in them most generous and thoughtful friends; arnl 
they were constantly devising plans for their relief and comfort. 
In course of time our friend was chosen deacon under his father-in
law, and his policy and proceedings were approved by all. 

In recent years they both suffered much from prolonged and 
painful indisppsitions. More than once we have seen our dear sister 
so prostrated by an affection of the heart that it seemed as if she 
must succumb, while not unfrequently he also was laid aside. 
Nothing, however, ever interfered with their wonderful equanimity 
and calm, confident trust in their Heavenly Father. 

Six years ago a tendency to diabetes, which high meclieal skill 
failed to subdue, became so dominant that the resignation of his 
post at the College and their removal to a more bracing locality 
were imperative, and with her father they made Great Yarmouth 
their home, attaching themselves to York Road Chapel and acting 
as the warm friend of our brother, J. l\Iuskett, its minister. Here 
they rapidly formed friends. Very pleasant must life have then 
proved. Three years since, however, aeute pain in one of his feet 
indicated the presence of gangrene, which often accompanies his 
prostrating disease, and mortification necessitated more than one 
operation of an agonising nature. Great as were his snfl'eri11gs, 
the grace of patient endurance was so largely bestowed on him 
that, though some expressions of his acute pain could not always be 
repressed, he dropped no murmuring word, his main concern being 
for his dear wife, whose ministry of love must have been most trying. 
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For the last nine mont.hs they were both better. They visited 
Cambridge at Christmas and began the year under more favourable 
cirC'urnstances. 

In our short-sightedness we had feared that great suffering 
would be their lot ere the end came; but God's mercy had a 
different future in store for them . 

.T anuary passed, hut on Wednesday, February 5th, both were 
gripped by influenza, and a ladies' working meeting which had 
been c01wened at their house in the interests of their Pastor had to 
be abruptly terminated. Their condition soon became so serious 
that little hope was entertained, and on the , 10th our dear sister
friend left us, he following in forty-eight hours. 

Their mortal remains await the morning of the Resurrection in 
their family grave in Riston Road Cemetery, Cambridge, in which 
also repose the bodies of their infant son, a beloved aunt, and our 
dear friend, Joseph Favell, following whose name and age on the 
tombstone, these lines from his own pen appear :-

,, Calmly the vale of death he trod, nor feared nor felt an evil there; 
His spirit's resting now with God, freed from the shadow of a care. 

Redeeming Love, bis theme-his soul 
Shall sing w bile endless ages roll." 

Thus with a sad heart, in both our own name and those of many 
other attached friends, we pen our last "adieu'' on earth. 

w. JEYES STYLES. 

How THE SAINTS GRow IN GRACE. - By no other means, my 
dear brother, will yon grow, but by being emptied from vessel to 
vessel ; by ups and downs ; by the horrible pit and the joyful 
mount ; by clouds of darkness and rays of light ; by the deepest 
sorrows and sweetest drops ; by flames of jealousy and soul-dis
solving love; by sad desertions and transcient visits; by bitter 
sighs and sweet support; by hard thoughts of the best of friends, 
and self-abhorrence for them ; by blasphemous temptations and 
wonderful preservations ; by slavish fears and melting joys ; by 
desponding thoughts and budding hopes; by quitting the field, 
and renewing the fight; by fainting away and pursuing the end ; 
by sinking in hell and soaring aloft ; by starving, for want of eat
ing one's fill ; by dying for love and kissing to death ; by 
boldness in prayer and shame to look up; by urging our claim 
and doubting the same ; by calling Him ours and confessing it is 
wrong.-Huntinqton. 

PHILIP HE:\'RY's PRA<'TICE.-ln the life of Philip Henry it is 
said, "He and his wife constantly prayed together, morning and 
evening." He made conscience of closet worship, and abounded in 
it. It was the eaution and advice whieh he frequently gave to his 
children and friends, "'Be <;ure you look to your secret duty; keep 
that up, wliatcver you do; the soul cannot prosper in the neglect of 
it. Apostacy generall)' begins at the closet door." 
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'l'HE IMMORTALITY OF THE 80-CL. 

BY E. 0. SAYER, IPswrnH. 

"AND shall the soul, the fount of reason, die, 
When dust and darkness round its temple lie? 
Did God breathe in it no ethereal fire, 
Burning and quenchless, though the breath expire? 
Then why were God-like aspirations given, 
That, scorning earth, so often frame a heaven ? 
Why does the ever-craving wish arise 
For better, nobler than the world supplies? 
Ah, no! it cannot be that men were sent 
To moulder in ethereal discontent ; 
That soul was fashioned to betrayful trust 
To think like God and perish like the dust ! 
1£ death for ever doom us to the clod, 
And earth-born pleasure be our only god, 
Remorseless Time shall bury all we love, 
Nor leave one hope to re-unite above; 
No more the voice of friendship shall beguile; 
No more the mother o'er her infant smile; 
But vanishing like rain upon the deep, 
Nature shall perish in eternal sleep ! " 

Tim OMNIPRESENCE OF THE DEITY. By Robert Montgo1nePy. 

Sir Oliver Lodge, in an important lecture on "The Immortality 
of the Soul," has said that he desired to make the distinct assertion 
that no really existing thing perished, but only changed its form. 

" Can life," he said, " be a nonentity that has built up particles 
of carbon, and hydrogen, and oxygen into the form of an oak, or an 
eagle, or a man ? " 

It is something which is really nothing and soon shall be mani
festly the nothing that an ignorant and purblind creature may 
suppose it to be. 

Not so; nor is it with mind and consciousness and will, nor 
with memory and love and adoration, nor with all gthe manifold 
activities which at present strangely interact with matter and 
appeal to our bodily senses and terrestrial knowledge. These are 
by no means "nothing,'' nor shall they ever vanish into nothing
ness or cease to be. They did not arise with us ; they never did 
spring into being ; they are as eternal as the Godhead Itself, and 
in the Eternal Being they shall endure for ever." 

February, 1908. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

LAXFIELD. 

WELCOME SERVICES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE SETTLEMENT OF PASTOR 
C. T. DYKES. 

DECEMBER 19TH was fine and favour
able ; the congregations were large; 
friends travelled long distanoes from 
various districts to attend these special 
and important meetings. 

In the afternoon Pastor E. Mitchell, 
fr(?m London, preached a most appro
priate sermon that was much appre, 
ciated and will not soon be forgotten. 

Tea was provided in the chapel, of 
which a large number partook. 

At the evening meeting Pastor R. 
Mutimer ably presided. The spacious 
platform was oocupied by Messrs. Dykes 
(Laxfield), Dykes (Brentford), Ward 
(Brockley), Ranson (Somersham),Wels
ford (Horham), Roe (Fressingfield) and 
Knell (Huntmgfield). 

After singing, Mr. Knell read part of 
Rom. x., and Mr. Dykes (brother to the 
Pastor) offered an impressive and fer
vent prayer, earnestly pleading that 
the Lord would make the Pastor's 
ministry a great and growing power 
for good, not o::ily to the Churches and 
to anxions ones, but likewise to those 
now in nature's death and darkness. 

The Chairman felt very much at 
home, having years ago been a member 
at Laxfield and Mr. Dykes being a 
sacred seal to hie ministry at Brent
ford. In a stirring address, brimful 
with tender, fatherly caution and 
counsel to hie beloved son in the faith, 
bright and glowing also with a large
hearted solicitude for hie well-being as 
the Pastor of the much-loved Church of 
his early days, he sincerely trusted by 
God's blessing that hie pastorate might 
prove one of abiding peace and abound
ing prosperity. The sum and substance 
of hie telling remarks wa.e the import
ant position the minister occupied a.a 
the sower of the sacred seed. He briefly 
dwelt upon the nature of the seed, the 
character of the soil, and the matchless 
grace of God in crowning the sowing 
of the precious seed with a. bountiful 
harvest of sheaves and shocks of golden 
grain. He emphasized the absolute 
need for getting all the seed from the 
granary of God's inspired Word, and 
likewise for sincere and continued 
supplication for God's rich blessing to 
rest upon the sowing. The present 
sowing was connected with the future 
gathering. God's servants were not 
reeponei ble for the eal vation of the 
soul but for faithfully preaching the 
Goepel of salvation. Sometimes the 
sower was surprised and delighted in 
finding gracious results in unexpected 
places. 

The Pastor related hie call by grace 
and to the ministry with much hu
mility, unfolding the wonderful plan 
of God's gracious dealings with him in 
the changes of his eventful history
this from the first ray of heavenly 
light to the full summer sunshine of 
rest and rejoicing in the royal Redeemer 
of his soul. [A full account of these 
will be founa in the E. V. for 1905, 
p. 20.] A special door of utterance was 
opened at Orford Hill, Norwich, After 
paying several visits Mr. Dykes was 
chosen P11stor, and continued so for 
three years. This Churoh had years 
ago passed through the floods and fires 
of great tribulation, causing the Church 
and congregation to be scattered. To 
leave the Church ot his first love-to 
leave a people he had faithfully served 
-was to him a great grief; but he felt 
fully persuaded that God who called 
him to be His servant would provide a 
suitable sphere of labour for him and 
make his ministry successful. The 
clear and unmistakable evidence and 
proofs of this was seen by the Lord 
graciously directing him to the Church 
at Laxfield. Thie was abundantly 
proved by the hearty and unanimous 
welcome accorded him by the Church 
and congregation and, beet and 
brightest of all, the sacred signs that 
followed, for precious souls were saved 
as seals to hie ministry, thus confirm
ing and crowning hie call to the 
pastorate at Laxfield. 

Dea.con Clarke related how the Church 
was led to invite brother Dykes to the 
pastorate. 

Pastor A. J. Ward, on rising to ad
dress them, received a most hearty 
welcome from hie late Church and 
congregation. He expressed hie de
light in meeting them under such 
auspicious circumstances. Hie address 
sparkled with pithy and weighty re
marks worthy of their devout con
sideration. He was not there either to 
congratulate them or condemn them, 
but to offer them a few words of kindly 
counsel and brotherly encouragement. 
Remarking that every true Goepel 
minister was God's servant-saved by 
God, called by God, sent by God-he 
exhorted the people to receive their 
Pastor as a man, not as an angel, 
sincerely in all true-heartednee8, sym
pathetically with a. generous apprecia
tion of his ministry, and to receive hie 
testimony as sent and taught of God ; 
also lovingly to co-operate for the 
great Master's sake and to do well by 
him in every way, and at all times they 
should never forget they were fellow
helpers in this most exalted of works, 
chosen companions in this sacred minis
try, fellow-soldiers in the holy war 
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How blessed tbus to ha.Vil but one mind, 
one heart, one a.im, and one objeot
the good of immorta.l souls, the highest 
welfa.re of the Churoh of Christ, 11,nd 
the glory of the Triune God I 

Pa.etor W. H. R11.neom observed tha.t 
he brought hearty greetings from his 
Ohuroh to the Cburoh 11,nd P"stor at 
L11.xfield. He Relected two words from 
Deut. i. 38-" Enooura.ge him." They 
should enooura.ge their Pastor by their 
prayers. Pra.yer wa.s power ; it wa.s 11, 

prioeless privilege. To pra.y wa.e to 
prosper, A praying Churob was a 
prosperous Churoh. The prosperity of 
the Church could be gauged by the 
prayer-meetings. Even Paul exclaimed, 
"Brethren, ptay !or us." He wae one 
of the brighest examples of wre-tling 
eupplioation. What a high and noble 
estimate he placed upon it would be 
seen in hie epistles. Further, by 
attmding hie ministry; those who 
attended least sometimes grumbled 
moat. One such complained to him 
because be was often out preaching for 
others. He replied by saying, " When 
I go out I find a supply; when you are 
a.way you do not get anyone to occupy 
your seat." Another way of encourage
ment was to inform their Pastor when 
they were blessed under his preaching. 

Pastor E. Roe ea.id that he wae deeply 
moved when the Pastor referred to the 
time when he enlisted into the army. 
This brought sorrowful remembrances 
to hie mind for he did the same ; but by 
the grace of God he was what he wae. 
He called their attention to the words 
of Paul, "Unto me, who am lees than 
the leaRt of all, is this grace given" 
{Ephee. iii. 8). He noticed Paul's 
humble description of himself. By 
nature he was a proud Pharisee. By 
grace a lowly follower of his Lord, and 
experienced his dependence upon God, 
and was weaned from self-righteousness, 
self-importance, and self-glorification. 
Secondly, God's gracious designs con
cerning him-'' That I should preach 
tb.e unsearchable riches of Cb.rist." He 
was set apart to testify of Cb.rist, of 
His Person and work; to preaob. Christ 
in all His suflioienoy as the only Saviour; 
to be a witness-bearer of Him ns the 
Priest making a perfect and all
suflioient atonement for His people 
upon the oroes, and as the exalted One
the Almighty King upon His throne. 
This Paul delighted to do, wll.s deter
mined to do, and did. His mission was 
bright with mercy and riob with bless
ings, for God, who oalled him by His 
graoe, clothed bin::. with humility and 
hie labours with eucoess. Thirdly, His 
sublime subject-" The unsearchable 
riohes of Christ." His people are poor 
and needy, but He possessed everlasting 
wealth, and freely bestowed upon them 
the amazing riches of His grace here 
and of eternal glory in heaven. lte 

effeote were gracioue, and its results 
glorious and eternal. 

Pastor E. Mitchell expressed his joy 
in being present, and considered tb.e 
Chairman the right man in the right 
place. He was glad to see severe.I young 
ministers on the platform, and as an old 
servant took a loving interest in their 
welfare, and was pleased to hear of 
their prosperity. The text chosen was 
Rom. i. 16: "I am not ashamed of 
the Goepel of Christ." Thie was a 
triumphant declaration, fnll of holy 
confidence and glad assurance. But he 
also gloried in it because it was the 
power of God nnto salvation. He 
beheld its mighty power in the salvation 
of vast multitudes; but he personally 
experienced its power in his own 
salvation, knew the sweet music of its 
love and peace, and the sacred melody 
of its heavenly joy and gladness, there
fore not ashamed of it. No salvation 
without it-it stood alone. Nothing 
could or would ever take its place. It 
stood alone in all its greatness and 
grandeur in its all-sufficiency tu save 
all who come unto God through Christ. 
The sovereign grace of God was seen in 
its saving not only the vilest but the 
weakest. He showed why he was not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ-it was 
the power of God nnto his salvation ; 
but his faith was tested in many ways. 
Paul was not ashamed of the sublime 
doctrines of the Goepel of Christ. He 
was not ashamed of their Divine 
Author, their heavenly origin, their 
substitutionary character, sovereign 
choice, effectual operations, nor the 
saving benefits and blessing received 
on earth, and the eternal bliss promised 
in the world to come. One who had 
made a profession but had departed 
from it pressed him to give him a proof 
of the realities upon which he based 
his belief. He gave him this-the 
great change it had wrought in him, 
and tho joyous satisfaction he experi
enced by the witness of the Holy 
Spirit. 0 ne positive proof is of more 
value than a thousand negative sayings, 
for what are a thousand fancies arrayed 
against many millions of positive proofs 
of those who have received the pardon, 
peace, and joy of God's salvation. The 
loud harmonius chorus of the Church 
of Christ throughout all ages is-I 
know-I am persuaded-I am confident. 
Ye~, we have tasted and proved that the 
Lord is gracious, and we are abundantly 
satisfied. 

Pastor C. Welsford direoted attention 
to the apostle's words-" We preach 
Chriet crucified." In every ministry 
this was of paramount importance. 
First the preacher must have a clear 
and comprehensive conception of the 
central doctrine of the Gospel, namely, 
Christ crucified. This is the sum :\nd 
substance of Gospel truth. We must 



92 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

proclaim His completed atonement on 
Calvary's oross, It was not a purpose
less sacrifice but one that must be 
crowned with eternal sucoess, for He 
shall see of the travail of His soul. It 
is essential also for the minister to have 
a whole-hearted consecration for this 
work by the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit; without this we must fail. And 
likewise it is of supreme importance 
that he should preach Christ crucified 
at all times, under all circumstances, 
from the beginning of his pastorate to 
the end. In order to do this fully and 
faithfully he must be richly blessed 
with a large-hearted loyalty to the 
truth of God, and a cheerful willingness 
lovingly to obey the marching orders 
of his great and glorious King. An old 
member complained to his minister 
because he was always preaching 
Christ, He replied that he did this 
because he had no better subject to 
take its place. And who can 7 For is 
not Christ the Centre, the Source, and 
the Object of all Gospel truth 1 The 
Alpha and Omega of all covenant 
mercies 1 Yea, Christ is All-in-AU; 
a.nd Christ must be All-in-All in our 
preaching. From the Father's bosom 
in glory to Bethlehem's inn, from 
Bethlehem's inn to Calvary's cross, 
from Calva.ry's cross to the cold a.nd 
rocky sepulchre, from the silent 
sepulchre to His imperial, eternal 
throne. Yes, the Lord Jesus Christ 
will be preached as All a.nd in All when 
we a.re filled with the Spirit of God. 

THE ASSOCIATION OF 
PARTICULAR AND STRICT 

BAPTIST MINISTERS. 
THE first annual meeting of the above 
was auspiciously held on Tuesday, 
January 28th, a.t Soho. 

In the afternoon Mr. E. Mitchell 
(vice-president) preached (Mr. E. Marsh 
previously .,ngaging in earnest prayer) 
a pure gospel sermon from Rom, i. 16, 
"I am not ashamed of th3 Gospel of 
Christ," &c., affirming (1) Paul pro
claimed the Gospel of Christ, (2) He 
also professed it and lived it, and (3) 
Why we a.re not a.sha.;ned of it. 

The usual tea afterwards took place
well provided, well attended, well 
appreciated. 

At 6.30 p.m. the public meeting was 
held, the president (Mr. R. Mutimer) 
occupying the chair. Mr. J, Easter 
read pa.rt of Acts ii., and Mr, A. B. 
Tettmar sought the Lord's blessing. 

The report of the secretary (Mr. S. 
Banks) bri€fly summarised it as follows: 
(l) The dissolution of the London Strict 
Baptist Ministers' Assooiation and the 
formation on October llth last of the 
new one ; (2) The Articles of Faith 
were identical with those of the 
Associated Churches; (3) Its objects 

were : "A common brotherhood of 
Partioular and Striot Baptist Ministers 
for Mutual Edification and the Pro
motion of Spiritual Unity, Fellowship 
and Love amongst its Members; also to 
provide Churches and new Causes with 
suitable supplies;" (4) A Pastor's 
Conference, held quarterly, to whioh 
all Pastors and ex-Pastors in the 
Association were weloome; (5) At its 
monthly meetings papers on Scriptural 
subjeots and the work were read a.nd 
di•oussed. 

The Benevolent Fund report wa.s pre
sented by Mr. S. J.Taylor (the secretary), 
and the balance-sheet by the treasurer 
(Mr. W. F. Waller). All these reports 
were subsequently adop'8d on the pro
position and seconding of Pastors E. 
White and J. E. Flagg, each of the 
financial statements having the auditors' 
confirmation. 

The President expressed hie fullest 
sympathy with this new Association, 
and rejoiced that its aim was to spread 
that Gospel of which Mr. Mitchell 
spoke so well in the afternoon. 

rhe remainder of the evening was 
profitably occupied in listening to 
weighty addresses on the subject of 
"THE RE • AFFIRMATION OF OUR 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES," 

To four qualified brethren were en
trusted the following foundation truths 
to expound :-Mr. E. White (vice
president)-" Particular Redemption;" 
Mr. J.E. Flegg-'' Final Perseverance;" 
Mr. J. P. Goodenough-"The Light 
of Nature Insufficient in Salvation 
Matters;" Mr. E. Rose-" The Deity of 
Christ." For ninety minntes the 
audience (a goodly representative one 
of many ministers, deacons and mem
bers) feasted not only on the doctrines 
of grace here affirmed, but also the 
grace ot the dootrinea and of the Spirit 
which rested upon the speakers as they 
delivered the true evangel. 

Before tbe meeting closed the Presi
dent testified to the feast of fat things 
we had had, and blessed God for it-a 
J!'OOd augury for a. prosperous future, 
God willing, 

A vote of thanks to tha deacons for 
use of ohapel, &c., and to the friends 
who attended to the tea and tables, 
and prayer by Mr. J. R. Debnam, 
brought to a close a, living and loving 
meeting. SAMUEL J", TAYLOR, 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. 

ON January 12th and 14th the anniver
sary was celebrated. The Pastor (Mr, 
T. L. Sapey) preached morning and 
evening on the Sunday and also gave 
an address to the children in the after
noon on the word "Grace." At each 
service the scholars and friends sung 
special hymns, On the 14.th Pastor R. 
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Mutimer preaohed to a good oompany 
from "Thy ehoee ehall be iron and 
nraee," the eermon being muoh enjoyed. 
The evening meeting wae pre~ided over 
t>y Mr. F. T. Newman, wbo, after a 
hymn had been eung, read a portion of 
~oripture and Mr. Moule engaged in 
µrayer. The eeoretary (Mr, Browning) 
preeented the Report. The Chairman, 
b"ving in hie rAmarke adverted to eome 
of the iteme of intereet in the Report, 
called upon Mr. Aokland to deliver an 
addreee. Thie he did from Eoo)PR. xi. 6, 
noticing "The work dP.scribed," '' The 
per~everr.nce euj oined," and "The eoo
oeee implied." Mr. Moule, from B.T,S.S., 
epoke from-

Be ye followere of Me ; 
T(ain up a child in the way he ehould 

go; 
Serve the Lord with gladneee ; 
Sow the eeed, 

in a very intereeting manner. The 
Superintendent reviewed the paet year'd 
work and referred to their united de
sire for the ohildren'e good and the 
happy seasons spent in eervioe. The 
Paetor, in a few words, thanked the 
friends who had joined to encourage 
the Sunday-echool workers. 

On January 22nd the annual tea and 
prize dietribution took plaoe. Several 
of the children recited and an enjoy
able evening was spent. 

R. GUILLE, 

NAPIER ROAD, PHILIP LANE, 
TOTTENHAl'il. 

THE twenty-first chapel anniversary 
services were held on Sunday, January 
26th, when two sermone w:ere preached 
by Pastor Albert E. Brown in the 
morning from the text, ''And when 
they began to sing and to praise, the 
Lord set ambushments againet the 
ohildren of Ammon, Moab, and Mount 
Seir" (2 Ohron: xx. 22), and in the 
evening from the text, "Aud Peter 
followed afar off" (Mark xiv.54). Both 
of theAe sermons were searching and 
helpful. At the olose of the evening 
eervice the Ordinance of Believers' 
Baptism was administered. 

These eervioee were contined on 
Tueeday, 28th January, when a sermon 
Pw11e preaohed in the afternoon by 

astor J. Boeh, of New Crose. Our 
brother was muoh helped in preaohiog 
ffri:im the text, "That the trial of your 
a1th being muob more precious than 

olif gold that periehed, though it be with 
re, might be found unto prr.ise and 

~onoor and glory at the appearing of 
eeus Christ" (I Pet. i. 7). 

ton) then gave the Report of the past 
year's work. 

The Chairman in his address con
gratulated oe on our poeition finr.n
oially, the work goinl!' on, and that so 
many had been led through our Pastor's 
minietry out of darknese into light. He 
aleo gave eome helptol tbooghte on 
precioue faith, precioue blood, and 
preciooe promieee. 

Ae none of our brethren who were 
expected to be with us were present. 
our two old friends, brethren C. We,t 
and W. Nash, l(:\Ve us helpful ad
dreeees-brother Naeh on "The joy of 
the Lord is my etrength ; " brother 
Weet on "Thinge that are excellent." 
Our Pastor'd text was" In all thy ways 
acknowledl!A Him, and He shall direct 
thy paths." He acknowledged the 
Lord'd goodness to us as a Church and 
people, schools, &c., and thanked those 
friends who had helped us in our work 
in the past. 

The collections, which were for the 
general funde, amounted to £10 2s. 

LESSNESS HEATH, BELVEDERE. 
THE friends here have had a series of 
services which will be looked back 
upon with gratitude. At the firet of 
theee Mr. Jarvie wae the afternoon 
preacher, and delivered a savoury dis
couree from "It is a g-ood thing for 
brethren to dwell together in unity." 
Mr. Jarvis also presided over the even
ing meeting, wben suitable addreeeee 
were given by Messrs. West, Mountford 
and Abrahams. 

The children's winter meeting this 
year was somewhat altered. The mem
bers of the Girls' Sewing Cla6s had 
been busy making garments to the 
number of forty, and they bad invited 
some of the very poor to tea and to 
receive a paroel of olothinl?, 

In the afternoon Mr. E. White spoke 
well from "Ye have need of patience" 
to a very good oompany. 

After tea the Pastor presided over a 
pnblio meeting, and in his opening 
remarks drew some instructive lessons 
from a liird's nest. Mr. White followed 
with an addrA•e on the swallow and 
the wren, and Mr. Roee spoke from the 
word " Friend." 

At the close the Chairman presented 
to the Seoretary a oopy of '' Cruden'e 
Conoordanoe" and a pooket Bible, which 
came ae a great eurprise. 

To close the month the Benevolent 
Souiety held its annivereary meeting. 
Thie aleo was very suooessful, the 
addressee of Messrs. Harmer and Hill 
being much appreciated. 

D. C. The evening meeting was presided 
over by our eeteemed friend, Mr. F. J. 
Catohpole, who, after reading 2 Pet. i., 
~ailed upon brother Marks to engage HACKNEY (SHALOM, THE Ov AL).-
1n Prayer. I On Tuesday, January 7th, special eer-

Tbe Churoh seoretary (brother Little- vioes were held in conneotion with the 
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commencement of the ministry of Mr, 
G. H, R. Higgins, who is devoting his 
services to this Ca.use of truth for three 
months. Mr, 0, S. Dolbey preached in 
tb.e afternoon from the words," Having 
tb.e everlasting gospel to preach unto 
tb.em that dwell on the earth 11 (Rev. 
xiv, 6). His words were olee.r, definite 
><nd stimnlating. A good number sat 
down to tea. The evening meeting, 
which was wAll attended, was presided 
"~er by lllr. Newman. Mr. Higgins, in 
his opening eentences, said he was 
happy, not because of his oircum
•ta.ncea, for they wero too changeable, 
hut because he believed his text, "He 
hath triumi;hed gloriously" (Exod. xv. 
I). He referred to the bondage of the 
cb.ildren of Israel and the deliverance 
,..roug-bt for them by the power of God, 
,.nd although now sometimes the forces 
,,f evil appear over whelming, the ce.nse 
of God will be maintained and His 
work proceed, until a full and final 
triumph is realised. Mr. E.W. Flegg 
made a few encoure.ginir remarks from 
l Sa.m. vii. 32. Mr. H. D. Tooke spoke 
1 n very plain language from Acts xiv. 
26 and other verses. Mr. E. Rose. whose 
.. ddress was based on John xi. 39-44, 
oaid that Gon would not do for us wlie.t 
we could for ourselves, Mr. Nash 
hriefly explained how he first met Mr. 
Higgins. the opinion he formed of him 
..,fter hea.ring him deliver an address at 
,. prayer-meeting, the strangA way in 
which he was led to Zion, Mayne.rd
roe.d, and after joining there, a.bout 
eighteen months ago, how soon after
wards he was called to preach the 
Gospel. which he has been doing almost 
every Sabbath since. The meeting was 
very enthusia.stic, and many friends 
from other chapels were present. The 
collections were very good indeed, but 
there is still :£14 debt to clear, which 
ha.a accumulated owing to necessary 
reoairs and improvements being 
effected, etc. "Pr11,ise God from Whom 
all blessings flow." 

schools have adopted "The Young 
People's Mission Hymn Book ; 11 also 
"The Junior and Senior Cateohism 11 

had found a place in several of 011r 
schocls (this can be had of Mr. 
Loosley, Southwood-road, New Eltham), 

The tree.surer (Mr. F. T. Newman) 
rendered a flne.ncial statement and 
be.le.nee-sheet of Hymn Book. 

Brother Sea.rs followed with a real 
stirring address, and brethren Jones, 
Galley, Tooke and Northfield gave most 
suitable and telling Goepel addressee, 
bringing under our notioe many en
ooure.ging and helpful thoughts for 
uur tee.ohen and workers. The great 
need of a suitable magazine for our 
teachers and young people was voiced 
by one of the speakers; while others 
pleaded that, in the absence of such, 
those magazines now in circulation 
might do "omething to remedy this 
defect. 

The hearty thanks of this Committee 
to our friends at West Hill brought a 
mo~t encouraging and happy evening to 
a cloee. 

CHADWELL STREET. - SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY,-The thirty
sixth anniversary of the Sunde.y,school 
was held on February 9th and 11th, 
Pastor H. T. Chilvers, of Ipswich, being 
the preacher both on the Sunday and 
Tuesday, On Lord's-day morning Pse.. 
xo. 14 was the suhjeot, when the 
preacher noticed--(1) tb.e mercy of the 
Lord ; (2) its adaptation to child-life; 
(3) its advantage• to child-life; . (4.) 
prayer advocated for it. In the after
noon an address was given to the 
scholare, which will not soon be for
gotten. In the evening a very helpful 
discourse was delivered from Rev, i. 10, 
"I was in the Spirit on the Lord's-day," 
&c. On Tuesday afternoon Mr. Chilvers 
preached from M~tt. xxvi. 41, "Watch 
and pray," dwelling upon the words 
separately and together. He was 
greatly helped and the sermon was 
much enjoyed. After tea, the chair at 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE the publio meeting was occupied by 
Mr. F. J. Catchpole. The Ohe.irme.n 

M.A.S.B.C. read Pd&, xlviii. and prayer was offerP.d 
THE annual meetin(!' was held at Weet by Mr. Vinall. The seoretary (Mr. 
Hill, Wandsworth, January 21st. In Wallis) gave a very encouraging Re• 
the ~fternoon a sermon was preached port, whioh showed that the school was 
by Pastor B. J. Northfield, being most in a flourishing condition, the chief 
helpful and encouraging. He baaed items of interest being that two 
his remarks on Pda. lxxviii. 19 (" C~n scholars bad joined the Church during 
God") and Matt. iii. 9 (" God is able"). the year, and that at the prize distri
The evening- meeting was presided over bution in tbe chapel on January 17th, 
by Pastnr R. E. Sears. 1908, when a.bout seventy books were 

The Report we.a read by the Beere- given a.way, no leas than twenty were 
te.ry, showing that eleven lectures and Bibles and sixteen copies of" Pihrrim'a 
conferences had bPen given and many Progress," which was very gratifying. 
schools visited. The plea for visitors Regret was mentioned at the resigne.
he.s been answered, our brother Vestey, tion of two lady teachers and M.r. J. 
senr., kindly promising to help in this Hughes, who has lately been called to 
gond work. serve the Churches, but they wished 

It was cheering to note that five more I him God-speed. The tree.surer (Mr. W. 
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lt Fricker) gave the financial state
m0ent. 1'he Ohairman expressed his 
great plea.sure at being with us, con
gratulating our dear Pastor and his 
friends on their good work. He was 
pleased they had a mission band. Mr, 
Dadewell then moved the adoption of 
the Report and Mr. Prior seconded it, 
the la.et-named adding that, whilst he 
rejoiced at their suooese, there was 
still room for improvement, Both 
addresses were helpful. Tbe Report 
wae then put and carried; after which 
the collection was taken. Mr. H. Tooke 
spoke from the words, "Stir up the 
gift that ie in thee," and Mr. Chil vere 
from the word@, "le it well with the 
child ? " 0 ur Pastor thanked the 
friends and ladies in hie own genial 
way ; after which the meeting termi
nated. Great praise was felt to be due 
to those friends who had had charge 
of the singing of the special hymns 
and anthems which were given by the 
children during the anniversary ser
viccs.-D. BUTCHER, 

WOOBURN GREEN.-New Year's 
services were held January 14th, when 
Mr. Mitchell preached in the afternoon 
an excellent sermon, which proved a 
word of help and encouragement to us 
as a Church. Evening meeting was 
presided over by Mr. Mitchell, ,md 
addresses were given by Messrs. Mor
ling, Ives and Mayo, of High Wycombe. 
A statement was made by the senior 
deacon with regard to the roof of the 
chapel. There was a good attendance 
at both servioea, also at tea, the Sunday
school having their annual winter tea 
at the same time. 

SUINES BAPTIST CHAPEL. -
Services in connection with tbetwenty
sixth anniversary of the Sunday-school 
was held on 19th and 23rd January, On 
Sunday Pastor William S. Baker 
preached morning and evening to most 
en~ouraging congregations, the chapel 
be1_ng quite filled in the evening, A 
oh1ldren's service was held in the 
afternoon. at which the superintendent 
(M.r, G. Higgs) deliverPd an extremely 
interesting address. Very good num
bers gathered to the meetings on 
Thursday, in spite of a thick fog. 
!'aster R. E. Sears was much helped 
in delivering a sermon in the after
noon. Alderman H. Brand presided 
over the evening meeting, The Report 
Was read by the Secretary (Mr. J. 
Holden), which showed there were 
1tout 160 scholars and 18 teachers. 

ree scholars had put on Christ by 
baptism during the year. The school 
~olleoted over £14 for missionary work 
~ 1907. Addressee were <lelivered by 
w•· H. Brand, Pastore R. E. Sears and 

· S, Baker. In all of these service• 
the children took a prominent part by 

reciting and eioging in a. manner that 
reflected great credit on themselves 
and on tboee who had taught them. 
The friends gave liberally to the col
lections taken at these meetings on 
behalf or the school funde. 

WHITTLESEA (ZION SUNDAY 
ScHOOL).-The children'a annual tea 
and priz3 distribution took place on 
January 27tb. The tea for the chil
Jren being free, needless tl) eay, few 
were absent, and at tea-time the 
schoolroom presented a very anima.ted 
appearance, Severa.I parents and friends 
were present aud, to all appearance, 
were as happy as the children. The 
meeting in the evening was very 
hearty and much enjoyed. The Pa•tor 
presided and, after reading and prayer, 
one of the secretaries gave &n inter
e3ting reµort a• to the attendance and 
punctua.lity. The senior Superinten
dent gave an addre•• based on the 
words, "Who is this 1" The books (to 
the number of 150) were then pre
sented by the Pastor. Special hymn• 
were sung and a very hearty and 
enjoyable evening was spent.-C. B. 

LEWISHAM (COLLEGE PARK).-On 
Sunday, January 19th, was celebrated 
the twenty-sixth anniversary of the 
Sunday-echool, when Mr. Staddon (of 
Watford) condncte<l the service, and in 
the afternoon gave an interesting 
adrlress to the scholars and a good 
gathering of friends on the "One 
things" mentione<l in Matt. x. 2, St, 
John ix. 25, and Phil. iii. 13. Much 
interest was taken in the address by 
all present. On Tuesday,January 21st, 
the annual scholars' tea was given, in 
which about fifty children, with their 
parents, participated. At 6.30 p.m. the 
evening meeting commenced, the Chair
man being our esteemed friend, Mr. A. 
H. Riddle, who opened with reading 
Pea. xcv. and prayer. The Annual 
Report and Balance-sheet were pre
sented; after which the Chairman 
gave a few word• of "caution" &nd 
encouragement. Very helpful ad
dresses were also given by Mr, Abra
hams on .he word JOY, used as an 
aorostio. showing that Jesus only yields 
joy, and by Mr. J. Jarvis on the words 
•poken by Mosee, as seen in ~umbers 
xxxii. 23, "Be sure your sin will find 
you out." Re spoke of the sad conse
quences of sin and pointed to J esue as 
the only Hope of salvation. During the 
evening eleven scholars gave r~oita
tions, which were much appreciated. 
Following these oame the distribution 
or medals and prizes b~ the Chairman. 
Thus, after the singing of a farewell 
hymn (" Mizpah ") by scholars and 
teachers and the Benediction, a very 
happy meeting wa• brought to n, close. 
A hearty vote of thanks was p&ssed to 
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the Chairman and speakers and to all I About this time my friend, Pastor H. 
who had helped to make our meeting ·r. Chilvers, was supplying at various 
snob_ a euooees, The singing of the I ChuroheP, and I oooasionally aooom
epe01!1-l hymns reflected oredit on Mr. I panying him. In April, 1894 I went 
Coppmg, who had trained the children, I with him to Ponder'e End. A lady who 
and the teachers were encouraged by had attended the evPning service 
the good gathering of friend,. fhe travelled a part or the ~ourney home 
oolleotions amounted to :£6 0,. SJ.- with us, and told Mr, Chilvers some of 
W. J. her experience. She spoke of her 

husband, who had been baptised with 
BLAKE~HAM, SUFFOLK. - On I her, bnt after their marriage he ceased 

Jan_ua.ry 28th the Sun,'ay scholars and· to attend· any pla.oe of worship. He 
their mothers were invited to a free then sought to dissuade her from doing 
tea, to_ w~ich the young people did so, and finally persecuted her beoa.use 
ample Justice. At 6 45 a public meetin1t she would not vield to theoe enggestions. 
was held, presided over by Mr. W. H. That night I thought, suppose I was 
Berry, of Ipswich. An old scholar, Mr. ba.ptised as I intended to be, and then 
J. C. Hurrell {who has been out as fell away as this man had done. The 
& soldier in India), wa.e with us and conviction of sin that I had sought 
11~1.plored the divine blessing. We wish then took possession of me. I could not 
b~m a long Ii fe of usefulness in the eer- pray, and feared to sleep at ni~ht lest I 
v10e of King Jesus. The children sang should bf\ summoned to God's judgment 
sw:e~tly and recited several pieces con- ba.r, for I felt my end must be destmc
ta.1nmg Goepel truth. Mr. George Free- tion. This agony of soul lasted for 
man spoke a few stimulating and nearly three monthP, until I endeavoured 
encouraging words to the children; to throw it otf by giving up all thought 
:While Mr. Berry gave us an excellent of God, eternity, or my soul. But God, 
1lluetra.ted address from the words in Hie sovereign grace and matchless 
Devil, Christ, Faith, Crown and Vic- love, had & better'way for me. On the 
tory. Through the kindness of many day following this decision, being 
loving friends the children-fifty-six in Sunday, I went to the Bible-class, 
~umber-each received a useful present thinking I would cease attending the 
m the form of an article of clothing. house of God gradually, so as to make 
The elements were against us. bnt we my non-appearance less noticeable. The 
had a very happy time. Our cry leader of the class, Mr. Silvester, took 
still is- for hie subject the story of Naa.man. 

"God of our fathers. be the God During the lesson he told of a. dream 
Of their succeeding race." that someone had recounted to him. 

M A M This ··man dreamed he W!loS being held 
· · OORE. up by a. number of supports, which one 

MR. W. S. BAKER'S CALL BY 
GRACE AND CALL TO THE 

MINISTRY 
As GIVEN OU HIS RECOGNITI:>N AS 
PASTOR AT BRIDGE STREET, !>TAINES. 

BROUGHT up in 0. godly home, l W&S 
subject from my earliest days to eeriou• 
imyresMionM concerning eternal things. 
My first recollection of a.ny word 
being definitely blessed to me was in 
my eighth year. I was at the time very 
anxious about my soul, but the thought 
came that this was not God's worK, but 
simply the effect of being surrounded 
by Christian influence. My beloved 
Pastor (Mr. E. Mitchell) was at that 
time supplying at Mount Zion, and one 
Sunday morninl\' said, "If you a.re 
seeking J eeus it is because He has 
sought you, and not because of your 
having a. godly parentage." The.t wa• 
the turning point in my life, and I 
began earnestly to long to know my 
interest in Christ Jesus. Thie continued 
for •even years, during which time the 
Lord ma.ny times spoke to me, and 
finally I found peace. I was then con
cerned le•t after all I was deceiving 
my,elf, and regretted not having & 
deeyer conviction of sin. 

by one were being ta.ken a.way until 
only one rema.ined, but he then felt 
more secure than he had done at the 
first. Looking down at this support he 
saw the words written-"Jesue only." 
These words came into my soul like a 
flash of light; every fetter was broken, 
and all darkness vanished, and the love 
of Go1 indeed" flooded my heart by the 
Holy Ghost." 

I applied to the Church and was 
baptised, becoming a. teaoher in the 
aohool and secretary of Mr. Mitchell's 
Bible-ola•s in the same year. In course 
of time I began to speak at public 
meetingP, and received several invite.· 
tions to take Sunday servioes, all of 
which I refused beoa.use I h"d 
experienced no call to such work. In 
1903 I wa.s requested to preach at Dacre 
Park, and was a.lJout to refuse the 
invitation, but was for some reason so 
unel\BY ahout doing so that I sought 
God's definite leading in the matter, 
After much prayer the word came, 
"Now, therefore, go; I will be with 
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 
shalt sa.y." On such & warrant I could 
not but go. Ere the day arrived the 
Lorll graciously '{&ve me His mespage 
for Ria people. I asked the Lord for a 
word for my own soul, and with 
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wonderful power He saiil, "Go in this 
thy might; have not I sent thee!" 
whioh words have been my stay and 
inepiration in preaching until now. 

STOKE ASH. 
ON February 12th a. cheering "nd happy 
and well-attended New Year's meeting 
was held, 

After tea, which afforded an oppor
tunity for Ohristian converse, Mr. J. E. 
Hitchcock (the senior deacon) occupied 
the chair, and in a well-chosen speech 
reviewed the past, with thankfnlness 
to God for special proofs of His goodness 
during the past year. He aleo made 
feeling .reference to the loss the .Cause 
bad sustained by the dea&h of Mr; T. W. 
Colson. 

The treasurer (Mr. L. Moss) presented 
bis balance-sheet, which showed a year's 
work very commendable to the Cause. 

Mr. K. Cooke (superintendent) spoke 
of the work done in the school, and 
nrged us all to prayer a.a well as work 
on bebal f of the young, 

After a speech by Mr. H. Cracknell 
(deacon}, which contained many kind 
and helpful wordA, the Chairman pre
sented to Mr, Morling (the Pastor). in 
the name of Church and congregation, 
a purse co4taining twelve sovereigns, 
the congreir .. tion present rising and 
eing'ing the Doxology, 

The Pastor, in thanking all, said he 
could not think why this had been 
done, as during the past year a large 
sum of money had been raised by them 
to secure his membership with the 
Suffolk Benevolent Society. 

After singing '' Bleat be the tie that 
binds," prayer by the Pastor closed one 
of the happiest meetings held in Stoke 
Ash Baptist chapel. 

ONE WHO WAS TH EBE, 

BETHESDA, IPSWICH. 
THE annual meeting of the Gospel 
Helpers' Society was held on Thursday 
evening, January 23rd. There was a 
l!'ood attendance. Pastor H. Tydeman 
Chilvers (the president) presided, and 
at the outset read a letter from Mr. J. H. 
Chapman, the former secretary, who 
wrote that ho hoped God's richest 
blessing would rest upon the Society 
during tbe year, and joined in heartfelt 
praise to God for past mercies. 

The annual report, presented by the 
secretary (Mr. Ernest Oxborrow), stated 
they hail no better words to express 
their feelings when they reviewed the 
Past th,m those contained in Acts xxvi. 
22: "Having therefore obtained helo 
from God, we continue unto this day." 
It referred in very fitting language to 
the changes in the Society caused by 
death and removal from the town to 
other parts of the country. They had 
loet a valued worker in the person of 

Mr. J. H. Clapham, who h"'d-in the 
exercise of the gift~ bestowed upon him 
-been very useful in many ways, but 

who in the early part of last year was. 
obliged to resign owing to removal. 
Others had been brought in, and helped 
by givinl!' papers, and in various other 
ways. Therefore, they had much to 
encourage them. They had had some 
excellent papers and addresses on the 
Thursday evenings of the pa.et year, 
based upon the Word of God, or upon 
some phase of Hie work. The President 
had given some interesting studies on 
Foreign Mission work. Mr. J. Wriirht, 
( missionary from Brazil, and son of a. 
rormer superintendent of the Sunday
•chool} paid a visit, and spoke of the 
Mission work there, which proved very 
encouraging, helpfnl. and interesting. 

Miss Cattermole (the secretary of the 
"Sunshine" Committee) g/\ve a little 
interesting report on their work-how 
the sick had been visited, and little 
gifts of frnit, flowers, &c., had been 
~iven away, thus showing- how many 
homes must have been cheered by a 
visit and a talk from a good sistei:· 
belonging to that committee. 

Mr. Archer Howe (treasurer) pre-. 
sented the balance-sheet, reporting a 
good bala:ace in hand. 

Interesting anil helpful addresses 
were delivered by Pastors W. H. Ranson, 
B. J. Northfield, A. Berry. and W. H. 
Potter. GEO. E. DALDY. 

NEEDINGWORTH, HUNTS. 
THIS historic Strict Baptist Canee, 
which is the mother Chnroh of the 
Chnrchee for many miles round, was 
formed in 1767 by Thomae Ladron, who. 
laboured here for upwards of fifty-two 
years with much success, and who, as 
recorded on the tablet in the chapel, 
was a strenuous advocate of the 
r!ootrines of distinguishing grace. This 
honoured •ervant of God was called 
home in March, 1819. Since then the
pnlpit has been occupied by many 
gracious men, whose ministry has been 
owned to the edifying and building up 
of the Chnroh of God, especially that of 
Mr. Whiting, during whose pastorate 
the present building was erected. 

About three years a:a-o the Lord sent 
11s our pre•ent esteemed Pastor, Mr. G. 
Folkard. Since he has been here the 
conl{regations have increased, fresh 
workers have come forward, and greater
interest has been manifested in the 
Cause. 

The New Year's meeting was held on 
,Janu1uy 15th. In the morning a Paator's
oonferenoe was held at the Pastor's 
house attended by Messrs, Northfield, 
Newt~n, Peters, Winch, and Hazelton. 
Tb ls proved an interesting and profit
able oooasion. 

In the afternoon a well-attended 
public meeting was presided over by· 
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the Pastor, Mr. Folkard. In welcoming 
the conference to Needingworth the 
Chairman hoped it might be his privi
leire to welcome many more. 

Psalm lxxxvi. was then read by Mr. 
Newton, whose oomments thereon were 
enjoyed, and at the oonolusion of the 
rea.dmg he engaged in prayer. 

Mr. Winch, who followed, dwelt upon 
God's mindfulness in tria.l, trouble, and 
afflictions from the worde, '' The Lord 
hath been mindful of us; He will bless 
us; " hence all things work together 
for good, for His past favours ensured 
His future blessings. 

Mr. J. Ilazelton ma.de the word 
"Ever" the basis of his address, 
noticing five different portions of 
Scripture. One could not but be 
impressed with the greatness of the 
Person and work of the Lord as the 
speaker opened up his subject, and 
rejoice in what the Lord ha.d done a.nd 
was doing for His people. 

Mr. Northfield referred to his early 
associations with the Cause.at Needing
worth, referred to the Lord's dealings 
with them, showed that nothing was 
too hard for the Lord, and the lesson to 
be learned was to cast all ea.re on aim. 

After tea, to which a good number 
sat down, Mr. J. T. Peters preached 
from Jer. I. 20, the sermon being much 
appreciated. 

The collections were very good. 
CALVIN. 

CHELMSFORD.-The annual New 
Yea.r's tea. and meeting of the Church 
a.nd congregation we.a held on Jannary 
29th. when Mr. H. G. Hurrell, of 
Norwich, presided. After reading and 
pra.yer by Mr. G. Ja.ckson, Mr. J. W. 
Cottee superintendent of Snnday
echool: spoke of the importance and 
blessedness of work in the school in 
connection with the Church, pointing 
out that the lessons ta.ught in the 
former often proved the fonndation of 
a useful Church life. Mr. A. Thompson, 
eecreta.ry of the Young Men's meeting, 
directed attention to the words;, Look
ing unto Jesus," expre@sing hope that 
the young men. had a desir~ to a.lways 
be found lookmir. Mr. Ch1lvere, who 
represented the Bible-classes, ma.de a 
few rema.rks from the words "Follow 
Me," a.lluding to the many sweet_ paths 
in which the Lord lea.de and bids us 
,. follow." Mr. Groves next spoke of 
the ble•sedness of realising " He will 
not fa.ii." Mr. Hnrrell gave a~, address 
on the words, "Christ for us -(1) as 
Substitute and Intercessor, (2) In us, 
(3) To us, (4) With ue, and under ea.eh 
bee.ding Christ 1'.V&B exa.lted. Mr. ~m. 
White representml!' the Dorce.a Society, 
report~d on the Society's work, and 
•i,oke appropria.tely on" Dorce.a," Thus 
R i,rofitable meeting was closed and the 
DJxology sung. F. J. H. 

· LIMEHOUSE (Etrn).-The thirty. 
eighth l\nniversa.y of the forma.tion of 
the Church took pla.ce on Lord's-day, 
Februa.ry 2od, when two nppropriate 
sermons w~re delivered by t·he Pastor, 
F. C. Holden, to aoprec[ati ve audiences; 
and on Tuesda.y, Februa.ry 4th, we were 
fa.voured in tbe a.fternoon with a very 
timely a.nd helpful discourse by Pa•tor 
E. M1tchell from the wordP, '' Hel1•, 
Lord." After a comfortable tea. a. 
public meeting was held. over which 
our friend and brother, Mr. G. Ridley, 
kindly a.nd a.bly presided. Brother A. 
Boulden ( of Surrey Tabernacle) offered 
prayer, and very excellent addresses 
were given by brethren Ackland, 
White, Parnell, and Fountain. We 
were oheered by the presence a.nd help 
of friends from t•ther Churches. The 
presence and blessing of the Lord was 
rea.lised. Collections totalled a.bout £6. 
-Our customary New Yea.r's service 
was held on Thursday evening, Janua.ry 
2nd, but not so well attended a.e it 
ought to have been, bot the Lord was in 
our midst to help and bless. The Pastor 
presided, gave usua.l statistics, and 
brief a.ddrees. Prayers were earnestly 
offered by brethren Baldwin, Cornelius, 
MoCrow, Philips, and Wellstand ; a.nd 
two very suitable, spiritua.l addresses 
were given hv brethren Cornelius a.nd 
Wellsta.nd. Verily it was good to be 
there. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).-New Year meet
ings were held on Ja.nuary 22nd, when 
Mr. Chilvers (of Bethesda) preached in 
the afternoon from John xv. 15, which 
was much apprecia.teci. A good company 
sat down to tea, and a.t the evening 
meeting l\fr. Cbilver~ presided. Mr. W. 
H. Berry sought the Lord's blessing. 
The Church Secretary ga.ve a brief 
report of the circnmsta.noee of the pa.et 
eventful yea.r. Addresses were delivered 
bv hrethren Glasl{ow, Ling, Ramon, 
and Banke. The friends also bad the 
unexpected plea.sure of a visit from Mr. 
B. J. Northfield, whose presence a.nd few 
choice words were greatly valued, 
Feeling reference wa.s made to the late 
esteemed Pastor, whoPe genial preeenoe 
we.a greatly missed. Fo1 a.ll pa.et help 
in times of trouble a.nd sorrow, for 
present blessing, for the good addresses 
of our brethren, for encouraging signs 
that the Lord of Hoste is with us, we 
raise another Ebenezer. H. B. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
A FEW glimpses of the pensioners will 
spea.k for themselves and show the 
urgent needs which are met by the 
ministration of the Society. 1 M.A. R., aged seventy, says: "I fee 
constra.ined to thank the Society for al} 
its kindneea through a.nother yea.r. · 
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have been a wid<>w eight y11ars; my 
husband was an invalid, but I oan say, 
to the honour or the Lord'd great name, 
He has not let me wan, any needful 
tning; I prove daily that He has all 
hearts in Hie handR, 1rnd o~n turn them 
like water." ••• 

W. B., an aged preacher in the North, 
aged seventy, has recently been pla 0 ed 
upon the books, after m"ny years of 
ministry, combined with daily business. 
His life bas been a useful and eventful 
one, and its later ye"rs are being made 
easier by the Society's help. In narrating 
the story of his conversion, he eay•, 
" Like the sun from a d:uk aloud, peace 
broke into my tron bled soul and all 
W&R joy." * • * 

J. H., in the Midlands, writes: "I am 
now halfway through my eightieth 
YA"r; I have been brought down by 
affliction to the gates of death for the 
p&st two years, and am deeply sensible 
that my physical and mental powers 
are getting weaker ; ' My strength 
faileth me; but the Lord has merci
fully upheld me.' " •• 

Among the recipients are some who 
have been blind from birth ; one has 
never been able to walk ; a married 
couple are on the books, one of whom is 
blind and paralysed, and the other }ias 
cataract on both eyes; women have 
striven by nursing, needlework, wash· 
ing, and ironing to pay their way, and 
men by gardening, oab-driving and 
other labour have worked till they 
have, through utter failure of physical 
power, to HY," We can go on no longer.'' 

• • 
Provision for th~ future they have 

never been able to make, but the God in 
Whom they have trusted is pleased to 
use this Society in ministering to the 
necessities or thoee whom, with 
Sbepberdly bve, He has oared for all 
their Ii ves long. A country recipient 
writes : "The pension seems so sweet 
and free; it is snob a little sewing I 
can do, for my sight grows worse." 
There are some hearts like evening 
primroses, opening more beautifully in 
the shadows of hfe, and such may be 
found associated with the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society ; aged believers ripening 
without shrivelling, reaching the calm
ness of age and yet keeping the warm 
and ready sympathy of youth. 

"The downward to the upward leads, 
Night harbingers the day; 

The path of trne life ne'er recede• 
But tends to God al way." 

MRS. .I.ND MRS. BENTON. 
"And in death t-bey were not divided." 

AFTER forty-one year•' companionship on 
earth. our esteemed friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
Benton passed away . within forty-eight 
boars of each other. Mrs. Benton wa• a 
daughter of the late Mr. Joseph F,tvell, of 

Cambridge, and ber husband, who was 
born in Ca,mbr1dge, from being n, choir-hoy 
at Jesus Cotle[!e became lay clerk r.nd sub
sequently bead porter r.t Peterhouse. They 
were married in 18fi6 and Joined \be Chnrcb 
n.t '' Eden," Cambridge, in IH7ii, being ba.p
tized by the late J. B. McCure. These 
friends will be greatly missed by many. 
Mr. Bonton was well known ror his philan
thropby. Besides devoting a great amouat 
of time and Jabour to furthering the in
terests of the Good Samaritan c!ociety and 
kindred associations, nod establishing a, 
branch of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. 
he initiated u.n<l ca.rrie<l on a. L:oal dub .i.nd 
assisteJ in cn.rrying on a 8oup kitchen. 

About foliX years ago Mr. and Mrg, Benton 
took up their residence at Yarmouth. and. 
though retaining member.ship with the 
Church at Cambridge, they were frequent 
worshippers at York-road. being there for 
the last time on February 2nd. and helped 
the friends in co.rrying on the Cause. llrs. 
Benton was president of the Ladies' Work
ing Party. The members of thi• little 
Souiety met at Apsley-road on the 5th 
February, bat, as both husband and wife 
were unwell, they retired early. hopin¥ 
soon to be better. :Mrs. Benton, however, 
grew wor~e rapidly an'l pea.cefullv p:i~secl 
away on the morning of the 10th. Her hus-

f?:~t';~~!'~~i ~abse~t1:pt~"~f1~:i8~0 °.~~; 
matters of business on the 11th : but after
wards he grew gradually weaker and, be
coming unconscious, followed on on the 
12th. 

The funeral, which took place on the 
15th February, was to have been con
ducted by Mr. Jull by request of the de
P. ,rted, but, as he was too nn well. Mr. H. 
raylor officiated. The choir from Eden 
Chapel was present and, in compliance with 
the request of Mrs. Benton. song 

lo Give me the ,ving~ of faith to rise." 
Althongh there was a storm of wind hnd 
rain, many friends were present. some 
havin, travelled from Yarmouth to show 
their esteem for their friends. 

It was the wish uf Mr. Benton that there 
should be no card,, flowers, or memorial 
service. and so, simply the annonncement 
of their home-call was made by Mr. 
Freston on the Sunday following the 
funeral. 

MRS. PH<EBE JESSl'P, 
the beloved wife of Mr. Ed ward Jessup. ol 
Petley·s Farm. Down~, Kent. passed away 
on January l-!Lh. rLt the age of 70. She wa-.; 
truly a .. mother in Israel." Her hfe wa.• 
a.n example to fLll with whom she came in 
contact. She was born in t.he village. but 
was baptized when ~he was 14 years of age 
at Greenwich n.nd was a member of the 
Church at Downe for forty years. She 
was a great sufferer from cancer, but bore 
it all with resignntion. Her hopes were 
built on nothing ie,s than "Jesu's blood 
and righteousness." 

It was a joy to visit her. She delighted 
in having the Word ol God remi to her. and 
the last hymn she quoted was·· How sweet 
the name of Jesus sound~.'' She is now at 
rest, free from pain, sorrow o.nd trial. 

The fun&ral took place on Saturdav. tb" 
14th of Jan nary, and appeare I to be at
tended by most of the inhabitants of tb" 
village. It was very MJmple but very 
solemn. The remrLins were eurried to the 
grave by those who bnd known her from 
their childhood. A short service wa• held 
in the chapel l\DU wtcs completed at the 
graveside. 

On Sunday. Jnnuary 17th, \be fnnerni 
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sermon preached hy the writer was 
founded on Rev. xxi. 4. The husband, 
<laughter and a son are a:J members of 
the Chnrch, and great sympathy wa• 
expressed by the Church and congreg_ation. 

- H.J. 
ROBERT WILBEY. 

Tbe Ohnrch at Courland Grove, Clapham, 
has hopefully to mo•~rn the departure of 
a faithful deacon to the company of the 
spirits of the just made perfect. Born of 
godly parents, he was arrested by the 
grace of God and brought to realise his 
need of a Saviour while seeking worldly 
pleasure on the Lord's-day. After a period 
under conviclion of sin. be wns set at 
liberty under a sermon bv James Wells 
and was baptized by Mr. 'Henry Hall at 
Wirtemburg-street Chapel. 

In March. 1~80, he was received into 
fellowship by the Church at Courland 
Grove and a little more than four years 
later was chosen to the office of deacon. 
For nearly fifteen years-during the whole 
of the present pastorate-he held the posi
tiOI! of treasurer faithfully and well. A 
~hort time since, nnder advice, he went 
1nto hospital for an operation th1tt was 
successfully performed; but just as be was 
about to return home, before any friends or 
relatives could he summoned, a sudden 
seizure of the heart was the Master's 
messenger to call him home. He had known 
something of late what it was to walk with 
no bright shining, but the cloud lifted and 
he was favoured with more comfort .and 
light as the end drew near. Faithful and 
firm in the truth of God, diligent and un
assuming in the duties devolving upon 
him. the Church misses his presence, but 
rejoices in the good hope that he has de
parted ·· to be with Christ, which is far 
better. H. D. 

REBECCA COOK. 
who passed away on February 5th, 1908, 
was born a.t Sudbury, Suffolk, 1824. She 
was brought up to attend the Established 
Church. but in Providence was many years 
ago removed to Braintree. Here her first 
impressions were received under the minis· 
try of the late Mr. WarrQo. who then 
preached at the Strict Baptist Cause in 
this town. The Lord appeared in love to 
her soul through a sermon preached by 
the late Mr. Nichols, of London. Through 
the preaching of the late Isaiah Smith she 
was led to see the Ordinance of Believers' 
Baptism and was baptized by him at 
"Providence," Halstead, July 30th, 1862, and 
for many years since hae been a con,detent 
and helpful member, her honse being a 
home for the supplies. 

She was a sister of the late Thomas and 
John Wheeler -the latter who was well 
known a.t Peckham Rye, and other places. 

It was the writer's privilege to visit her 
011 the Sunday and Monday before death, 
when she gave testimony of the strong hold 
free grace had upon her. Her prayer was 
that her Lord would quickly take her 
home, and she repeated the hymn," Nearer 
my God to Thee," etc., which was answered 
as she passed peacefully a. way on the 
following Wednesday morning, a~ed 84 
years. Her remains were laid to rest at 
Braintree Cemetery -Mr. A. Baker, of 
Stisted, offlciatiog by her request. 

Tbe above has for several years enjoyed 
a pension from that valuable institution, 
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. 

MRS. G. F. MARTIN, 
the bel.:>ved wife of Josiah Martin, passed 
away on January 16th. having been in 
Church fellowship at Meopham since 1859 

and for many years discharged the duties 
devolving upon a dee.con's wile for the good 
of the Cause of Obrist. 

She was practically an Invalid for several 
years, but about twelve months ago her 
health quite gave way, and it WM feared 
the end was approaching; but towards the 
end of the year she seemed to improve 
somewhat, and on January 16th she was 
enabled to attend the New Year's meeting 
and enjoyed Mr. Galley's sermon very 
much. She got, about among the friends 
on that day and attended to little duties 
better than she had done for many months. 
She went home and appeared very cheer
ful. After she had retired to rest she 
asked for a light, as she felt sick. She 
then laid still for about half-an-hour and 
quite suddenly expired. We feel it a great 
wrench after forty-two years of happy 
married life. She was a loving wife and 
mother, and is well known to many of the 
London ministers. who have at different 
times supplied at Meopham. We are thank
ful to God For the easy passage, and know 
that she is for ever with the Lord. 

J. MARTIN. 
SAMUEL MILLS. 

Our beloved uncle was called home on 
November 14th. 1907, at the advanced age of 
96. He was called by grace in his eighteenth 
year, during which period he suffered many 
privations. His early days were spent in 
Trowbridge andMalmesbury,Wilts,aud often 
would he refer to the time and place when, 
as he used to express it, he felt the arrows 
of distress, and found he had no hiding-place. 
He recalled sermons preached by J. War
burton, J .Gadsby, J. Foreman,W. Palmer, and 
others, and his face would light up as he 
repeated texts and quoted parts of those 
discourses. In deep distress he walked from 
Malme~bury to London, and told his deeo 
distress to an aunt who took him to hear 
"her minister." The set time to favour him 
had come, and he loved to tell of the opening 
up of the text (Psalm xxv. 9) and its effect 
upon him-how he was brought into the 
liberty of the gospel. During the remainder 
of his long career he was through God's rich 
grace kept faithful to the holy verities. He 
was for forty years connected with Com
mercial-road, where he was dee.con. He 
was subject to much affliction, relatively 
and personally. Being bereaved of wife 
and children and a.lone in London, he in his 
85,h year, apparently week and feeble, 
came to Chellenham to reside with us, and 
frequently he praised the Lore! for His ki[!d
ness in these declining year.. Truly of him 
it conld be said, whose faith follow-con
sidering the end of his conversation, Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, to-day. and for 
ever. 

He had lived un•;er the reign of live 
sovereigns and preached the Gospel for oyer 
sixty years. He thus served one Sovereign 
who gives place to no successor. He will be 
greatly mis.,ed. He was signally instructed 
and well grounded in the truth. His in• ellect 
kept clear to the eod. thongh for fourteen 
months he was confined to his bed. His last 
nttere.nces were" Precious Lamb of God." 

0 Jesus. my All, to heaven ie gone, 
He whom I fix my hopes upon; 
His track I see and I'll pursne 
The narrow way till Him I view." 

Whilst shortly before he had repeated
.. That Christ is God I can avouch, 

And for His people cares, 
Since I have prayed to Him as guch 

And He has heard my prayers." 
This was his dying testimony upon the 
theme so dear to him. J. E. l.lRIGNELL, 



'' iauJJht of tg~ ~or~ .. , 
EPISODES IN THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF 

EDMUND DINHAM (CONTINUED). 

TRANSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR OF "A MEMOIR OF RICHARD KNIGHT." 
"Unstable as water, th:iu shalt not excel."-Genesis xlb:. 4. 

RELIGIOUS AND MINISTERIAL TRIMMERS: A DIGRESSION. 

OoNSISTENCY ranks high as a virtue. Those whose " yea " is "yea" 
and whose "nay" is "nay "-who at all costs adhere to their 
avowed principles, are universally esteemed. 

On the other hand, men who are " everything by turns but 
nothing long," however great their talents or amiability, are 
regarded with contempt. Their candour, or supposed openness of 
mind, may at first be admired, and their humility and docility 
appeal to the kind feeling of the unsuspicious. When, however, 
it is discovered that though " ever learning they are never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth " (2 Tim. iii. 7), suspicion is 
aroused and respect is withheld. Their friendship is felt to be of 
small value ; their advocacy is uninfluential ; their co-operation is 
often worse than their opposition, and their promises and assur
ances are certain to be broken and evaded. 

It will generally be found that self-interest is at the root of this 
failing, and that such changes in sentiment and practice are 
actuated by the desire of fickle men to make things easy and 
profitable to themselves. 

Many will recall the vivid sketch in Macaulay's Essay on Sir 
William Temple of the notorious Lord Halifax, whom he styles, 
"both by intellect and constitution, a trimmer," or one who 
constantly :flucuated between opposite principles and parties. His 
many excellencies are admitted, but what was lacking in this 
respect spoiled his whole character. 
, Thus it is always. Such men are dangerous, and should be 
shunned. What is commendable in them in other particulars, 
increast:s their influence for evil on the whole. 

Faulty good men often, in the long run, do more harm than 
those who are absolutely bad. Such a person was now chosen to 
be the Minister of Gower Street Chapel. 

EDWARD BLACKSTOCK (1791-1852), 

the son of godly parents, was born at Manchester. Early imbibing 
Atheistic notions, he finally called himself a Deist until his twenty
fifth year, when through William Roby, an eminent Congregational 
Minister he was converted to Christianity and joined his Church. 
He was 'afterwards attracted by the more evangelical ministry of 
William Gadsby, by whom he was baptised in 1820. Soon after, he 
began to preach, became a settled Minister, and accepted in quick 
VoL. LXIV. APRIL, 1908. G 
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succession pastorates at Mark0t Drayton, De,·izes, Potton, Wolver
hampton, Lakenheath, Leicester, and again at Wolverhampton-all 
in eighteen years. 

A bulky volume, published after his death, records the events 
of this period, 374 pages of which contain his autobiograpy to his 
fifty-first year. This some admire. To us it is most unsatisfactory.''' 

That he was a tried Christian, that he was honest and upright as 
a man, that his darker experiences were singular and solemn, and 
that he was a taking preacher, is not denied. His ministry seems 
always to have proved attractive at first, but men of spiritual· 
cl iscenm1ent invariably felt that there was something untrustworthy 
in him, and ultimately withdrew their confidence from him. 

In 1842 he came to London to minister in Soho Strict Baptist 
Chapel, after the death of the saintly George Comb, but was not, 
as he had hoped, called to the pastorate. 

Shortly afterwards he was asked to supply in Gower Street 
Chapel, all, at first, being favourably impressed with him. He, 
therefore, became sanguine that this would be his future sphere of 
labour. A difficulty was, however, in the way. At Soho he had 
professed to hold Strict Communion, while the Cause over which 
he now wished to settle was composed of both Independents and 
Baptists. In a word, it was an Open Church, the influence of the 
Pedobaptists predominating, and his election largely depended on 
their suffrages. 

This difficulty, an applied text-as he stated-most conveniently 
removed.t He was led to notice that the word "ordinances," in 

* The book is entitled "Mercy Manifested to a Chief Sinner, or Auto
biography and Letters of the Late Edward Blackstock," 1853. It is anonymous. 
The author of the very objectionable Prefatory Sketch, or Introduction, not only 
withholds his name, but gives no account of the way in which the manuscript 
came into his possession, who authorised its publication, or whether it is pre
sented as written. "I speak deliberately," says John Gadsby, "when I say that 
Edward Blackstock was not honest enough to issue it during my father's or his 
own life. For in it he charges Mr. Gadsby and others with persecuting him, 
whereas all they did was to decline to countenance him by preaching where he 
preached on account of his inconsistency." This fs Rtrong language, for in John 
Gadsby's opinion " Mercy Manifested " was an act of posthumous spite. 

t This subject demands close thought. Andrew Fuller, in his Autobiography 
seems to depreciate the special application by the Spirit of texts to favoured 
persons. " The suggestion of a text to the mind, especially if it came with 
power, was (then) generally considered by the religious people with whom I 
associated as a promise coming immediately from God." This, as the context 
shows, was not his own matured opinion; and, indeed, it involves what is 
contrary to the sentiments of the work in which his system was first broached
" The Gospel worthy of all acceptation." On the other hand, that the Gospel 
in its mere letf,er is not a " power" and able of itself to " make men wise unto 
salvation," is a distinguishing doctrine of men of truth, such as Hart, 
Huntington, Gadsby, Stevens, Wells, Foreme.n, Hazelton, etc. 

Still it is a doctrine capable of grave misuse by professors who walk, not by 
faith but by visionary voices, impressions, etc., which are either the fruit of 
human and morbid emotion, or are altogether imaginary. In many cases they 
are mere inventions-lies made up to deceive others. Huntington himself was 
suspicious of persons who claimed to have had texts specially applied. '' I have 
been bothered with one talker and her applied texts," he once said to a caller; 
"I suppose you are another" (Hooper's "Celebrated Coalheaver," page 14). Yet 
who more favoured than he to have (like Hart) "passages of Scripture laid on 
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1 Oor. xi. 2, is in the margin rendered "traditions." This, if we 
are to believe him, convinced him that Strict Baptist principles 
were unscriptural, and caused him to adopt those of the party 
whose support he desired. 

John Gadsby has fully shown that this was a mere device of a 
time-server and trimmer, as, unfortunately for his veracity, this 
was not the first opportune conversion of the kind of which he had 
been the subject. He joined the Church at George Street Chapel, 
Manchester, of which William Gadsby was Minister, as a Strict 
Baptist. As such he had accepted his pastorates at Market Drayton, 
Devizes, and Patton. At Lakenheath, however, the principal and 
more wealthy supporters were Huntingtonians. His views of 
Church order accordingly changed, and he turned the Cause into an 
Open Communion one. Ere long the two wealthiest of its members 
died in one week, and he had to leave. For reasons best known to 
himself, he again professed to regard Open Communion as an error. 
This, during his ministry at Soho, he had stated most positively, 
assuring the deacons that he would " rather lose his right arm 
than again change to Open Communion." 

At this time he wrote to William Gadsby informing him of his 
return to his first convictions, but received no reply. They, how
ever, subsequently met at a friend's house, when he was supplying 
at Soho, with the full expectation of settling. He renewed his 
assurances in strong terms, but the wise and wary old man replied: 
"I give you my hand upon your confession; but, at the same time, 
I stand in doubt of you. I believe if the people at Gower Street 
gave you a call on Open Communion principles, you would 
accept it." 

"Oh, Mr. Gadsby," he replied, "you do not know what I have 
suffered, or you would think differently." 

"Time will show," was the cautious rejoinder. 
Shortly after, having been rejected at Soho, the prediction was 

verified, and he became Minister of Gower Street Chapel on the 
very terms which he had so vehemently repudiated. 

This, however, strange to relate, proved one of the "all things'' 
which work together for good to God's people, as we learn from our 
friend's statement, to which we now return. 

" Before the way was clear and open for my deferred baptism, 
a sad affair occurred in our Church. Mr. Ed ward Blackstock, a 
Baptist, was invited to supply our pulpit, and was at first heard 
with great acceptance. He was, however, tampered with by/three 
of the younger deacons and some of the members, who pers\iaded 
him to relinquish the principles on Baptism which he had hitherto 

his heart (a choioe expression I) or opened to his understanding? " He, how
ever, evidently knew that to olaim suoh an experience was a common device of 
hypoorites, against whom he desired to be on his guard. 

That Edward Blackstock, after ransacking his New Testament, found that 
the marginal reading of 1 Oor. xi. 2 might be twisted to suit _his purpose we do 
~ot doubt. The experience he connects with this we, however, believe to have 
een fiction, invented to acoount for his detestable trimming. 
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professed among us, and to accept the pastorate, if they could 
induce a majority to vote for him. 

"This, after much labour and controversy, was accomplished, 
but it resulted in a division in the Church. Two of the elder 
deacons resigned, and many of the members withdrew. Of these I 
was one, for though I had previously heard Mr. Blackstock with 
pleasure I could no longer do so, as I considered it a great want of 
honesty to relinquish a principle which-as he had assured us
C'-r0d had taught him." 

. . . 
Nor was Edmund Dinham alone in thus thinking. William 

Gadsby positiYely refused to preach in Gower t:ltreet Chapel any
more, feeling unable to sanction so unstable a man. All must, we 
think, agree with his son, to whom we are indebted for these 
particulars. " To me, whether in the character of a Christian or a 
biographer, it matters not whether a man be a Churchman, a 
Baptist or a Pedobaptist, if he be truly a child of God and 
consistent in his profession ; but a time-server calls for and must 
experience the displeasure of God" (James i. 8).-Memofrs of 
Hymn-wr£ters, page 59. 

Little to his credit, in Cha:[>ter XXXI. of his Autobiography, he 
gives a wholly different and not strictly true account of the above 
occurrences. Many things he suppresses, and states that he had 
been led of the Spirit, as we have related, to embrace Open 
Communion principles. He had, however, temporarily professed 
these four years previously. Hence the inevitable conclusion that 
our old friend's estimate of his character was just. 

" But, poor man," he continues, "he was greatly to be pitied 
He had a large family, and it seemed that he had not sufficient 
faith to trust the Lord to provide for them." 

'' The Cause, however, did not prosper under his ministry ; and 
in 1847 he resigned, and the chapel had to be sold to pay the 
mortgage thereon." 

. . . . . . 
Failure seems to have attended his closing days. It is stated 

that on lea,·ing Gower 8treet, he had a pastorate at Watford, but no 
record of this ministry survives. His last sphere of service was 
Salem Chapt>l, Fitzroy Square, which a few of his admirers hired 
for him. V,hile there he died, in his sixty-second year, almost in 
the attitude and act. of prayer. 

This is not penned with a desire to draw a dead man's "frailties 
from their dread abode'' in Highgate Cemetery, but to point the 
moral of a career which would have been eminent but for his 
vacillation and unreliabitv. 

His life is a strang~ psychological study, and worthy the 
attenti@ of those who would be wise in estimating Christian and 
ministerial character. 

It enforces caution on the part of all on whom the election of a 
Pastor devolrns, and warns us that mere ability to preach is by no 
means the only essential for those who have "to feed" and to "be 
ensamples" to '' the flock of God." 
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Men of this type are still not uncommon. The writer were it 
expedient, could name several, and recount the evil they h~ve done 
in Causes which he has known. 

What now concerns us, however, is that some important lessons 
in religious consistency and reliability were received hy Edmund 
Dinham by means of Edward Blackstock. 

CHOSEN AND CALLED. 

BY EDWARD MITCHELL, OLERKENWELL, LONDO)!, 
"Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. For our Gospel came not 

unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance."-! Thess. i. 4, 5. 

FEW intelligent and reverent readers of the Bible who admit its 
inspiration and bow to its authority, question that the doctrine of 
God's eternal choice of His people in Christ is taught in the in
spired pages. 

Many, however, who are persuaded that election is a vital branch 
of salvation, are solemnly anxious to know whether they were 
"chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world'' (Eph. i. 4). 
To be assured of this would cause them unspeakable joy. While a 
doubt remains on this momentous fact, their solicitude is, however, 
great. Hart's well-known verse well expresses their feelings:-

" Though God's election is a truth small comfort there I see 
Till I am told by God's own mouth that He hath chosen me." 

-Denhu,m. 428. 

Hence their plaintive prayers-their anxiety _when bearing the 
word that something might be said to meet their case-and the oft.
repeated cry : " The companions hearken unto Thy voice ; cause 
me to hear it.'' To help such, were it God's will, is om· present 
object. 

1.-We observe, then, that A KNOWLEDGE OF ouR ELECTION IS 
ATTAINABLE. Were this not so, no satisfaction could be derived from 
this grand truth. Peter exhorts us to "give diligence to make our 
calling and election sure." This knowledge is therefore not only 
desirable but attainable. How shall we attain to it? We cannot 
climb to heaven or peer within the folded leaves of the heavenly 
register to see if our names are there. No mystic voice from heaven 
will inform us that we are among the chosen. True it is that God 
does assure some that they are chosen vessels by sealing some word 
that carries this in its bosom, upon their hearts. But this is not the 
privilege of all, nor is it promised, or even necessary to the know
ledge of our election. It is a good sign when a sinner becomes 
truly anxious to know whether he is interested in the salvation of 
God, but some seek the knowledge in an unscriptural manner and 
often with sorrowful results. 

II.-ELECTION IS MADE KNOWN BY c.-1.LLING. "Whom He did 
predestinate, them He also called." The earlier links of that 



106 THI<: EARTHEN VESSEL 

glorious chain are concealed in the depths of the Divine foreknow
lPdge; calling is the visible link that connects us with the whole 
chain of coYenant blessings. 

Let us proYe our calling, and we shall have proved our election, 
for these are indissolubly connectPd. Election is the root, and 
calling the fruit. The root is hidden, but the fruit is manifest ; 
and we know surely that the root is there, when we behold the 
fruit. God chose the Thessalonian saints in eternity, but their 
election lay hidden until they were called by the Gospel, when it · 
become apparent, as we read in the verses which form the motto to 
this paper. 

III.-Yet, further, so indissoluble and intin1ate is this connec
tion, that CALLING AND ELECTION ARE OFTEN USED INTERCHANGEABLY. 
"For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but 
God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise ; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to con
found the things which are mighty : and base things of the world, 
and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things 
which are not, to bring to nought things that are.'' The 
called are the chosen, and the. chosen are the called. I£ God has 
"called us out of darkness into His marvellous light ; '' if 
by the Spirit's grace, the Gospel has become "the power of God 
unto salrntion" to us; if we are wholly and truly depending on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and grace brings forth its fruit in Olli' lives, 
then we mar know assuredly that we are among the elect of God, 
and the comfort contained in the Gospel is ours. 

Evidential tests are important and precious ; nor will they be 
finally sought in vain by any who truly desire them '' (Prov. x. 24). 
Wait for them, then, in hope; and when favoured witp. them by 
the Iloly Spirit shrink not to sing with Toplady-that distin
guished champion of free and sovereign grace-

" Loved of mv God, for Him again with love intense I'd burn; 
Chosen of Thee ere Time began, I'd choose Thee in return." 

"Trrn EAR TRIETH WoRDs AS THE MouTH TASTETH MEAT" (Job 
xxxiv. 3).-"At your request I have heard Mr. B. His exposition 
was ingenious ; his sermon elaborate and well illustrated; his 
manner most earnest. Did I then enjoy his ministry? Far from it. 
When he expressed a good thought, it was as if he would say, 'See 
how clever I am ! ' When he raised his voice and banged the book 
I could but feel that it was to impress us with the idea of his 
earnestness. There was no tenderness, unction, power. The man, 
though doubtless sincere, had never travelled by the road I have ; 
had never known my sorrows ; never tasted my joys. I wish him 
well, but he could never touch my heart or do my soul good."
ExtJ-act from a Letter. 
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MY PORTRAIT ALBUM, AND SOME OF ITS 

CONTENTf-:l. 

No. 1.-LILY's LIFE STORY. 

"'rile trivial round, the common task afford us all we ought to ask; 
Room to deny ourselves; a road to bring us daily nearer God. 
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Seek we no more ; content with tllese, let present Rapture, Comfort, 
Ease, 

As Heaven shall bid them, come and go-the secret this of Rest below." 
Keeble's "Christian Year." 

MY Portrait Album contains many likenesses, but they were not 
taken by the sun's light on photographers' plates. I myself see 
them clearly ; but I cannot show them to you, though I may in
terest you by describing them. 

My portrait album is my heart. The likenesses are my memories 
or reminiscences of the loved and lost. They become visible "to 
my mind's eye ''-as Shakespeare calls it-when I recall "the 
touch of vanished hands " and "the sound of voices " hushed in 
death. 

I would speak of one who is now with the Lord. Her "new 
name" given her with the "white stone'' of her acquittal through 
the blood of the Lamb, by which she is perhaps known in her 
present home (Rev. ii. 17), I cannot tell. We were wont to call 
her-and I shall speak of her-as Lily. 

Her fair, sweet face is before me. Her bright eyes beam with 
love's soft lustre. Her features are regular. Her expression be
tokens far greater solicitude for the welfare of others than anxiety 
for her own. A winsome smile rarely leaves her lips. Yet her 
countenance bears signs of life-long repression, of weariness and 
pain borne in uncomplaining silence. 

It, as many faces do, tells her story truly. Something which befell 
her when a little child-a fall, I think-affected her spine, which 
ached always and at times severely. She had therefore to lean 
heavily on the crutched top of an ebony stick-a greatly prized 
gift-and though the effort was often great, she seemed to walk as 
well as you or I. Never was she known to lag behind or plead for 
consideration on account of her infirmity. 

Her low, soft laugh rippled like a mountain stream; and was 
as joyous as the matin of a lark "high towering to the sky." 

Determined that nothing should put her at a disadYantage, she 
enriched her mind by reading, and her conversation was intelligent 
and interesting. Not a geniiis in music, she appreciated the grand 
old composers, and interpreted some of their masterpieces with 
good effect. Recognising that none of us live to ourselves, she was 
always "as busy as a bee," as bright as a sunbeam, a true 
"mother's help,'' and "her father's joy "-and such a sister as 
none can tell, but those who were the objects of her home-love. Too 
strenuous to be inactive or dependent on others, she chose an 
avocation, and more than satisfied her somewhat exacting em
ployer. 
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The work of a hot summer, some years since, greatly enfeebled 
her; and rest and change by the Sea were imperatiYe. There
while with loving friends-the home-call quite suddenly came. 

Effusion of blood from the nose-at first thought lightly of
could not be arrested by medical skill, and proved God's summons 
to the Land where there is "no more pain." 

Her coffined form was so life-like that it was hard to realise that 
she was not asleep ; and love was loth to credit that her spirit was 
no more with us. 

We left her " in sure and certain hope," yet not without the un
e;cp1'essed wish that she had been permitted to utter a word of 
assuring "adieu." 

But it came. At the Sunday School, of which her father was, 
and still, is Superintendent, she had learned the " Sweet Story of 
Old," which ever proves "the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth." It also transpired that a Minister of another 
persuasion had sought to win her precious soul for the Saviour. 
Nor had this labour of love proved in vain; and her eternal election 
was followed by her call by grace. 

This, however, was almost a secret while she was with us ; but 
when those "failing lips were dumb," she "being dead," spoke in 
another way. The faith of many whom Jesus loves finds expres
sion in the confession of the mouth. Others "subscribe with the 
hand unto the Lord " and tell what His grace has done in wl'iting 
(Isaiah xliv. 4). Thus was it with Lily. Hidden in her desk after 
it had ceased to be hers, two scraps of papers were found, which 
told the story of her inner life. 

"On the twenty-fourth of June, 188-, I gave my heart to the 
Lord." Signed, "Lily.'' 

A yet smaller scrap bore somewhat similar words, pencilled at 
a later date :-

" I gave my heart to Jesus, fully trusting Him, in March, 
189-.'' 

This was all. They are both the loving responses of a soul which 
Christ had redeemed and claimed-the answer of a gracious spirit 
to the Father's appeal, My child, "Give Me thine heart.'' '" 

Under what circumstances these were written, we do not know. 
Possibly the one records the time when she " heard the voice of 
Jesus" speak and say "seek ye My face.'' The second may tell of 
a subsequent time of love, when she again " heard Him inly speak," 

* "My son, give Me thine heart, and let thine eyes obse1•ve My ways" 
(Prov. xxiii. 26.) We should not shrink from employing this verse because 
of its frequent misuse by Arrninian preachers. It is not addressed to the 
unregenerate, who are never bidden in the Scriptures to give their hearts 
to God and the expression is utterly at variance with "the word of the 
truth ~f the gospel" (Col. i. 5), The first action of a heaven-born faith is 
" 'l"eceiving Christ the Lord " and not giving Hirn a wretched, sinful heart 
(Col. ii. 6), "My son, give Me thy heart" is the appeal of our;Heavenly 
Father to one of His dear children conscious of possessing the grace of 
adoption and enjoins saved sinners to make Hirn the object of their fullest 
and most unreserved trust and love. If made the subject of a sermon, the 
preacher should dwell on (I.) The relationship stated, "My son"; and 
(II.) The request urged," Give Me thine heart."-[EDITOR.] 
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and was enabled to respond in the language of yet fuller and more 
unreserved trust. -

Some words from a letter to a friend penned long afterwards, 
shortly before her home-going, express her faith when "to fuller 
blossom grown '' : " God -is very good to me, and I have been very 
happy lately, with a calm sort of holy happiness which can come 
only with a knowledge of His love. I have felt as you tell me you 
have, as if I were just resting in His arms and waiting His holy 
will.'' 

The settlement of a new pastor from whose ministry great things 
were anticipated, was impending ; and full of joy and hope she 
goes on to say that she intends to be one of the first that he should 
baptise. 

But this was not to be: £or ere he came "God's finger touched 
her and she slept." 

From what I have told you, you will have learned the secret of 
her beautiful character-and what cause she had to say, "All my 
springs are in Thee." 

Her natural amiability and her inbred calmness and patience 
were great. She was, however, what we knew her, because of the 
Christ-life which made her every step respond to the music of 
Heaven-because " the love of God was shed abroad in hiw heart 
by the Holy Spirit which was given unto her." 

Such religion is the fruit of Divine mercy-sovereign, all
sufficient, and free-which all obtain who are led to ask £or it in 
faith, "£or _the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
Him." BASIL ARNOLD. 

WITH CHRIST. 

"Having a desire ... to be with Christ; which is far better."-1 Phil
lippians i. 23. 

LIKE as the hart for the waterbrook panteth, 
So pants, Lord, my soul after Thee ; 

It finds in the desert no restful retreat, 
No sure satisfaction, no pleasure complete, 

Nor will till Thy glory I see. 

More eager than anxious ones wait for the dawning, 
ThroLtgh the watch of the lingering night, 

I wait till the Dayspring from high shall appear, 
Dismissing earth's sorrows, dispelling earth's fear, 

Ancl calling from darkness to light. 

Impatient as hearts for the glad reuniting 
Of some lovecl one absent so long, 

I yearn for the bliss of thy loving ombt•ace, 
'fhe Word of 'fhy welcome, the smile of Thy face, 

And the joy of thy triumph song. 

Intent as the prisoner lists for his footstep 
That comes from his bondage to free, 

I wait for the message that calls me above, 
Unfettered to serve Thee, untainted to love, 

And Thee in Thy beauty to see. 
KATE STAINES. 

1l 
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IDEAL CHURCHES AND rngAL PEOPLE. 

"-1n "!b,·idgment o.f t,he Inangu,ral aldd1·es,. delivered at the 1'hfrty
sixth A nnnal .l!eeting of the Jfetmpolitan Association of Strict 
Bavtist Chn1'chcs. 

BY THE PRESIDENT, PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

ALL who would excell must aim at high ideals. A poet should 
emulate the grand old masters, the bards sublime: 

"Whose distant footsteps echo throltgh the corridors of time." 

The artist must study the productions of the past to wrest 
from them the secrets of form and colour which have rendered 
them immortal. 

The orator must turn to the pages of Demosthenes and Cicero, 
or the reported speeches of men who were the glory of the British 
Senate in their day, to learn from their eloquence and rhetoric 
how to swav the minds and hearts of their fellow-men. 

The arcl1itect who aspires to eminence must remember that 
"In the eldor days of art, builders wrought with greatest care 

Each unseen and secret part, for the gods see everywhere," 

and follow those who reared the magnificent structures which have 
stood for ages and still court the world's admiration and wonder. 

"Aim at the highest.'' This appears to express the motif of 
this Address, the full title of which is, "An Ideal Church and its 
Power to Produce an Ideal People." 

An ideal Church would of course be a Christian assembly which, 
in all particulars, corresponds with those portrayed in the New 
Testament. To exhibit the main features of such a holv and 
earnest community, and to compare and contrast it with tl{ose of 
present day Churches forms the principal subject matter of this 
Presidential Address. 

It is given in extenso in the Association's Report for 1907-8. 
This is so widely circulated that we need here present the salient 
points only. These, however, will doubtless induce our readers to 
" read, mark, learn and inwardly digest " the whole. 

It starts from the position that a Church in which the pristine 
ideal is actualised, " shows to the world a religion which is not 
merely a creed but an experience, not a restraint but an inspiration, 
not only an assurance for the next world but a programme for the 
present one. From these remarks you will gather that an ideal 
Church is not built of gold and silver, or worldly power; not of wood 
or stone-mechanical service ; not of parchment containing creeds 
and governments; but of living hearts cemented by the cardinal 
virtues of faith, hope and love." 

AN IDEAL CHURCH IS A LIVING CHURCH. 

"The distinguishing badge of separation between the Church and 
the world is clearly defined. The one is spiritually dead, the other 
spiritually alive. The Church is a living organisation in whichlife 
throbs, pulsates through its very being, reaches its inner fibres and 
extends to its utmost bounds. In and all round her is life, energy, 
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power, operation, and holy enthusiasm. The Church springs frmn 
life ; its foundation is laid in life; its structure i,; life-not merely 
existence, but exuberant and abundant life. Its choicest possession 
is eternal life; it lives by faith upon the 8on of Goel. The living 
Church abounds in great activities and noble efforts, it claims grand 
possibilities, and is assured of great triumphs. It is destined to 
defeat its enemies, to be victorious over all opposition, and to gain 
the ascendancy over all its difficulties. This life is so strong, so 
powerful, that many waters cannot quench it, nor floods drown it, 
neither can all the combined forces of earth exterminate it." 

The spring and source of Church activity are then stated. 
" To do more, we must be more. To be more, we must see 

more of God. It is the Divine appearing that liberates and 
reveals the forces of the soul. Divine manifestations give life, 
power, vitality, and force to one's spiritual actions. Such is the 
abundant life Jesus came to give, and His W orcl is that His Church 
may possess it more abundantly. 

AN IDEAL CHURCH IS A UNITED CHURCH. 

"Just as there exists a Divine unity between the Old Testament 
and the New, forming an inseparable· bond, making one organic 
whole in which are completeness, harmony and perfection, so there 
exists a spiritual unity-a bond of brotherhood, a common faith 
uniting into one organisation the generations of saints in every age. 
The Old Testament saints believed the promise of a coming 
Deliverer; the New Testament saints rejoiced in the advent of the 
Lord's Anointed ; and the saints of to-day, taking their stand by 
those men of faith, are looking for the glorious appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Such is the broad outline presented to us. 
We confess that we do not plead for conformity, but rather for 
uniformity of purpose and object like that of the Churches of the 
third century. 

AN IDEAL CHURCH IS EVANGELICAL IN ITS OPERATIONS. 

"Our armoury is the New Testament; the world is our parish; 
our commission is to everv creature; our credentials the Divine 
call and separation. To giv~ an exposition of the cardinal doctrines 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we want a new Puritanism, more 
elastic, but not less definite, in its expression of the highest ideal. 
~hat is wanting is not a new theology, but a new presentation of 
its glorious truths, and for the fulfilment of this holy mission the 
most urgent need is to be filled afresh with the Holy Spirit. The 
G?spel of "good tidings" must be fully declared and its truths 
widely prodaimed, so that the lost sheep may be found and the 
prodigal rP.claimed to the father's embrace and installed in his 
place-that of son. There are grave questions confronting one ·s 
mind-e.g., What is the Gospef preached in our pulpits? :\.re 
we quite certain that the heinousness of sin is duly enforced and 
fully emphasized? Do we pay sufficient heed to the fact that 
Jesu_s everywhere exposed sin? His life, work and awful death 
furnish us with His judgment of sin and its fearful consequences. 
Are sinners faithfully warned of coming danger and eternal separa-
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tion, which must follow a life of impenitence? Have we any 
logitimate right to pass by the example of our Lord and His 
apostles? They did not hesitate to warn men and to call them to 
repentance. They boldly declared that without repentance men 
must perish. We firmly believe that if the Church fulfils its 
mission, and fully accomplishes the end for which it exists, there 
will be an earnest desire-a prayerful anxiety that from our pulpits 
words of warning, rebuke and direction shall be given to men-as 
men who ar0 intelligent and accountable beings. My brethren, the 
Bible is a grand field-a deep mine, full of variety and harmony. 
Take a comprehensiw view of the broad landscape: throw on your 
canns the wide acres, and not a tiny nook. Let there be such a 
presentation of the good news that sinners may be duly warned, 
directed and encouraged. 

TWO EVILS-A POLITJC1AL SPIRIT AND REVIVALISM. 

'· There are two things we would do well to observe. (a) That 
which checked and practically paralysed the progress of the 
Reformation was its alliance with politics.* That which has 
contributed to produce the present appalling declension in 
Church life and work is largely due to the same cause. 
(b) That which has, humanly speaking, shorn the Gospel of its 
strength and considerably crippled Christian efforts is the fact 
that men have taken a false position and assumed an attitude 
which, to say the least, is unscriptural. We refer to this-is 
it not a fact that men have fostered and advanced the theory that 
their work is to convert the world-to proclaim what they call a 
"foll gospel?" This is a false position, a wrong interpretation of 
the functions of the ministry. Neither prophet nor apostle assumed 
this. The prophet came with a " Thus saith the Lord." The apostle 
preached Jesus Christ. In our evangelical ministry we have to 
preach the Gospel of the Christ, to set forth the plan and purpose 
of salvation. To carry out our programme we need neither a 
German theology nor American methods. Our object must be to 
move the judgment, not the passions-the conscience, not the 
imaginations-always bearing in mind that to convince the mind, to 
convert the man, is absolutely the Spirit's work. 

AN IDEAL CHURCH IS A DOCTRINAL CHURCH. 

" It has become the fashion to ignore historical confessions, to 
dismiss creeds with impatience, to bow them out in order to bow 
the world into the Church. With what deplorable results let 
the present condition of the Churches testify. Let us remember 
that our doctrines are the noble inheritance our predecessors 
bequeathed us. They were firm believers in Divine Sovereignty, 
eternal foresight, and pre-ordination of Divine plans, purposes 
and operations, including the covenant of Divine favour, un
conditional election, effectual calling, cleansing and adoption of 
the heirs of promise, all of whom were predestinated to be 
c-nnfonned to the image of His Son. Predestination, divested of 

* The reference is to Luther's time. 



AND GOSl'EI, HERALD. 

fatalism, inspired courage, pointed to activity and effort. f'l'e
destination, which is the means to an end and arranges that 
the one shall be reached only through the other, is to make the 
person feel that he is working alongside a power that cannr,t be 
baffiecl, that he is pursuing the same ends which that power is 
prosecuting, and that therefore he must and shall finally be crowned 
with victory. This has been exemplified in nations and individuals 
in past generations. Within the mighty circles of this grancl 
doctrine there is ample room for Christian enterprise and operation. 
Believing this doctrine, we are encouraged to emphasize the cardinal 
truths of the eternal Word, such as redemption in its completion 
and perfection, the infinite value and efficacy of the precious blood 
of Jesus-His marvellous substitution as the Innocent suffering for 
the guilty, the free and full pardon of the sinner and his justification, 
together with many other most blessed doctrines set forth in the 
infallible Word of God. 

AN ID.EAL CHUCH IS LOYAL IN ITS ALLEGIANCE TO ITS KING AND LA,YS. 

"The laws laid down are the Charter, the fundamental principles 
by which the subjects of the kingdom are controlled, regulated and 
governed. Those Divine laws must be obeyed, upheld and main
tained in spite of severest opposition from friends or foes. There 
must be.no equivocation, no cam.promise, no alteration. Baptism 
by immersion is the only way into the Church. Close communion 
is the New Testament order. For these divinelv instituted ordin
ances we are banded together to maintain. Let our Churches, 
Pastors and Deacons see to it that no innovation be introduced, no 
alteration made. 

THE WELSH REVIVAL AND THE TORREY ALEXAXDER :\IISSIOc'i. 

"Our methods may not be up-to-date, but we have a glorious 
record behind us. We need to get rid of the false charitr that 
abounds, to clear away those who are undermining our Church 
life-to be united in resisting modern methods, which are so delu
sive if not destructive. I ask, Where are the multitudes of converts 
of the Welsh revival? Let the returns decide which show a large 
decrease in Church membership. Where are the c01werts of the 
late huge mission conducted at-enormous expensa? Are not these 
organised methods followed by a great dearth in the Christian 
world? Be it ours to abide by purely Scriptural methods, and, if 
the power of the Holy Spirit be withheld, then let us clothe om
selves in sackdoth, humble ourselves, and fully confess our sins 
before God. Let us unite in very earnest and heartfelt supplication 
for special blessings to come down upon all our Associated 
Churches; but Heaven save us from building with 'untempered 
mortar.' We are persuaded that if our people would only be firm, 
consistent and true to their principles, loyal to truth, and seek mure 
earnestly the abundant life--the real Ii ving, spiritual life; if they 
cultivated the holy principles of unity and brotherly lorn-if they 
sought to be more Scripturally evangelical in their operations; if they 
Were more pronounced in their doctrines upon which the Churdies 
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are founded-we are fully convinced that our friends would respect 
us, and ' God, even our God, would bless us.' Then the little one 
would become a thousand, and the small one a strong nation ; for 
real good done is like a nail in a sure place ; nothing can weaken it, 
it is fixed in God's eternil,y. There is no reason why the Church 
to-dar should not fulfil the ideal of its life and its activities, for 
God still Ii.Yes. 

"0 for the Spirit that quickens-the word that inspires-the 
loYe that constrains-the grace that sustains-the power that 
keeps-:-the baptism of holy fire to come down upon us and 
remain with us an irresistible and renovating reality ! " 

GOD'S PRESENCE IN 'rHE STORM. 

"Go not far from me, 0 my Strength, whom all my times obey ; 
Take from me any thing 'rhou wilt, but go not Thou away; 
And let the storm that does Thy work deal with me as it may." 

"Thy way is in the sea, and Thy path in tlle great waters, and Thy 
footsteps are not known" (Psalm lxxvii. 19). 

"Dark is the night-and lonely, 
The way is cold and drear, 

And the shadows deepen faster 
In this time of death and fear. 

They say that God is everywhere, 
But surely He is not here. 

Yet listen! God is everywhere, 
E'en though it darker grows; 

And the night winds wail their dirges 
And the ocean swells and surg-es 

As o'erhead the thunder rolls. 
But do you not hear, in the night, His voice? 

' The darkness is His ! ' He knows. 

And so there is calm amid the storm, 
And peace in the hour of strife ; 

And Goel to His children draws strangely near 
In the darker paths of life. 

And the night winds bring their message clear, 
In their dee[) tones a voice we hear-

'Tis His-the voice of God." 

Lowestoft, March, 1908. N ANTH AN BARBER. 

How Goo TRAINS His OmLDREN.-A mother whose child is 
learning to go sets it down, and stands some distance from it, and 
bids it come to her. The child, feeling its legs weak, cries for her 
help, but she steps back on purpose that the child should put forth 
all its little strength in making after her. So, when a poor soul 
come and prays against such a sin, God seems to step back and 
stand at a distance, while the temptation increaseth, and no visible 
succour appears. This He doth on purpose that the Christian, 
though weak, should exercise that strength he hath.-Gurnall. 
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A MEDITATION ON ROMANS VIII. 28. 

BY I. 0. JOHNSON, GRAVESE:-SD. 

" All things work together for good to them that love God," etc. 

Tim writer of the following thoughts has been for about three
quarters of a century much engaged with machinery, and whilst 
meditating on the above Scripture it presented itself as a series of 
wheels, geared into each other, designed and put in motion by the 
God of love, having for its end His own glory and the eternal 
welfare of His own people. 

It is a part of the machinery of grace as manifested in the daily 
life of those who are born of God; -for where there is life there is 
motion, and the Author of this spiritual motion is the same as that 
which is causing the earth and all the other planets to move in 
their appointed orbits. 

The natural law of motion has its counterpart in the spiritual, 
for as matter at rest would remain at rest for ever unless put in 
motion by a power out of itself, and matter in motion would 
rof!iain in motion always, unless a retarding power be exercised to 
!wmg it to a state of rest. So the sinner in the quarry of nature 
is dead to every spiritual emotion until quickened by divine grace, 
~n~ when life is imparted spiritual emotion begins, for where there 
18 life there is movement; as in the case of the newly-born child, 
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life is manifested by motion, and a sense of need by crying, fulfil
ling the Scripture, " Man is born unto trouble as· the· sparks fly 
upward" (Joh v. 7). But when this spiritual life is given it can 
nen'r come to an end, because it is eternal life, although the 
possessors of it will be, whilst here on earth, the subjects of many 
Yicissitudes as the text implies ; the first of which is 

TRil3l'LATION. 

Where is the believer in the Lord Jesus who does not know 
something of this? He is the subject of troubles that the world 
knows nothing of, for "·hen a,rnkened from a state of death in sin 
there is a sense of God's anger against sin and sinners, which con
tinues until the Holy Spirit is pleased to show unto him the only 
way in which he must be saved, and enables him to embrace the 
Rock for want of a shelter ; and after having received some comfort 
from the thought that he has passed from death unto life doubts 
and fears will arise and darken his pathway, producing soul 
trouble. In addition to this he becomes the subject of "the ills 
all flesh is heir to "-loss of friends, loss of property, loss of health 
and misrepresentation, but chiefly from the hidings of God's 
countenance, and says, as does the Psalmist, " vVhy hidest Thou 
thy face from me?" (Psa. lxxxviii. 14). Under these circumstances 
it requires great faith to enable him to believe that all this trouble 
is the result of God's love, and unbelief would help him by 
Scripture itself, for is it not said " Like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him? '' But when 
faith is in the ascendant it argues thus: this is the way the Lord 
shows His pit:v, for He knows the state of wrong that I am in and 
desires to make me right. The Apostle (James v. 11) says, "Ye 
have seen the end (design) of the Lord (in the affiictions of Job) 
that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy." 

God so deals with His people to humble them, to keep them in 
His fear, for He knoweth they are dust, and will not allow them to 
forget it. " Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth and scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth." So if there be any without this 
discipline the evidence of sonship is a.wanting. Is it then not 
evident that it is God's love to His children that from time to time 
they are in tribulation, that they may learn their need of divine 
help ? No affliction for the present seemeth joyous, but grievous; 
it is afterwards that it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteous
ness in them that are exercised thereby. The apostle, who had a 
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet him, declared 
that "our light affliction, which is but for a moment, w01·keth for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. i,,. 17). 
The apostle had great faith, which enabled him to glory in tribula
tion, knowing that tribulation um·heth 

P,ITIENCE, 

a very precious grace which all require, especially in times of 
affliction and sorrow. "Ye have need of patience that after ye have 
done the will of God ye might rec:eive the prnmise" (I-Ieb. x. 36). 
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The Apostle James exhorts believers to let patience have her perfect 
work that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing; but there 
would be something wanting if this wheel in the machinery were 
absent. In affliction it is a grace to be prayed for rather than for 
the immediate removal of the trouble. ,James also says, Is any 
among you afflicted let him pray, and presents ,Job as an example 
of Patience, under severe trouble-personal, relative and circum
stantial; but the love and favour of God were underneath all of it, 
as the end of the record plainly manifests. The Psalmist David 
was blessed with this grace, which enabled him to say, "I waited 
patiently for the Lord and He inclined unto me and heard my 
cry'' (Psa. xl. 1). If it were possible for a child of God, whilst in 
this world, to live without tribulation, there would be no need of 
patience, and he would lack that necessary part of the machinery 
-even 

EXPERIENCE. 

Laban had to confess to Jacob, saying, "I have learned by ex
perience that the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake " ( Gen. xxx. :!7). 
So Christians have to learn by experience that they are blessed of 
God for Christ's sake. 

That which is learned by experience is not easily forgotten; 
Jeremiah says, "Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the 
wormwood and the gall, my soul hath them still in remembrance, 
and is humbled in me" (Lam. iii. 19, 20). Thus experience is 
gained of creature helplessness and creator power. It is one thing 
to read of stormy seas, and another thing to be on them. They 
that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters, 
these are tossed about and are full of trouble; they cry unto the 
Lord, He quells the storm, He bringeth them to their desired 
haven. They have a personal deliverance from their fears 
(Psa. cvii.) and are glad. 

" Believers thus are tossed about on life's tempestuous main, 
But grace assures without a doubt they shall their port attain.'' 

Experience of the Christian is gained also in the fire, as Peter 
says, " Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you as though some strange thing happened unto you" 
(1 Peter iv. 12), and he says " The trial of your faith is much more 
precious than gold" (1 Peter i. 7). Malachi iii. 3 describes the 
Lord sitting as a refiner and purifier of silver, who should purify 
the sons of Levi, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness. 

Silver is obtained in connection with lead and other metals, and 
must be separated therefrom, and to ascertain whether or not the 
native ore is sufficiently rich in silver to warrant its 11xtraction, a 
small quantity is weighed, and put into a cupel made of phosphate 
of lime, and heated in a muffie until the whole is melted, and it is 
very interesting to notice the diminution of volume, for the phos
phate absorbs the lead, and leaves on the cupel a globule of 
sparkling silver, the which when cooled and weighed, and its 
weight being deducted from the former weight, determines its 



118 THE EARTHEN '\' ESSEL 

value, and if on being so "weighed in the scales it is found 
wanting" it is rejected. "Reprobate silver shall men call them, 
because the Lord hath rejected them" (Jer. vi. 30). Silver was 
formerly called a perfect metal because it would pass unchanged 
through fiery trials, which apparently destroyed most other metals 
(Dr. Ure Diet). "'herever there is true faith, there will be the 
trial of faith, to prove whether it be merely historical faith, or even 
the faith of miracles ; or whether it is "the faith of God's elect,'' 
the faith that works by love and purifies the heart, and will be 
found unto praise and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 
Thus experience is gained through the working of Tribulation and 
Patience, and in its motion gives exercise to 

HOPE, 

for the soul on a retrospect of past trials and deliverances by the 
Lord Jesus, is enabled to hope for the future, having experienced 
so many mercies, and knowing the faithfulness of God, possesses a 
good hope through grace which is spoken of as " an anchor of the 
soul both sure and stedfast," and its possessor is enabled by grace 
to give a reason of the hope that is in him. 

Hope is composed of two elements, expectation and desire. Now 
a large portion of mankind have no desire for spiritual things; they 
are distasteful to them, " having no hope and without God in the 
world" (Eph. ii. 12), but the Christian in giving a reason of the 
hope that is in him, if asked, Why do you desfre fellowship with 
God here and heaven hereafter? will say that it is because grace 
has made an aching void the world can never fill, for if I could 
possess the wealth of this world, and all the honour it could confer, 
these could not satisfy me ; and if further asked, Why do you 
expect these blessings? the reply would be, Because God hath 
promised theln. "He will give grace and glory and no good thing 
will He withold from them that walk uprightly" (Ps. lxxxiv. 11). 
Thus hope is kept in exercise, for it is by patience and comfort of 
the scriptures that we might have hope (Rom. xv. 4), not only hope 
of deliverance from present trouble, but hope in Christ for eternal 
salvation, which hope is" built on nothing less than Jesu's blood 
and righteousness." But this grace of hope like other graces 
:fluctuate as to their working. Job xix. 10 says, "Mine hope 
hath He removed like a tree.'' Jeremiah says, "My hope is 
perished from the Lord'' (Lam. iii. 18). Peter and thl::' other dis
ciples lost hope, as it were; when Jesus lay in the grave they said, 
" We trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed 
Israel'' (Luke xxiv. 21), but when they knew that Jesus was risen 
again, they were " begotten again to a Ii vely hope." So whatever 
disturbances there may be in this dark world of the hope of the 
believer in Christ, the object of hope remains the same, which is a 
mercy, and although the hope of the Christian may be disturbed at 
times, it can never fail, and when in exercise it produces 

CONFIDENCE, 

as the Apostle to the Philippians wrote, "Being confident of this 
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very thing, that He which hath begun a good wo1'k in yon will per
form it until the day of Jesus Christ." 

And this confidence is founded on the promises of the Immu
table Promiser, for they are yea and amen in Christ .Jesus 
(2 Oor. i. 20). The child of God therefore having been instructed 
by lribnlalion, patience, experience and hope obtains a measure of 
boldness, and is not ashamed to stand out a clear and unmistakable 
contrast to the world that lieth in wickedness. And like Paul he 
is not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, nor of being a follower of 
the meek and lowly Jesus, and so the love of God is Rhed abroad in 
the heart by the Holy Ghost which is given unto him. Thus the 
machinery is kept in constant motion, started and kept going by 
the Love of God to His loved ones, and resulting in their love to 
Him. The Apostle's argument is that Hope maketh not ashamed 
because the love of God is shed abroad in the heart (Rom. v. 5). 
This series of exercises may be gathered from the Lord's dealings 
with David. He was in Tribulation. " Out of the depths have I 
cried unto Thee, 0 Lord" (Ps. cxxx.). "He was in a horrible pit and 
in miry clay" (Ps. xl.). But he says, "I waited patiently for the 
Lord" (Ps. xl.). "He inclined unto me and heard my cry" (Ps. xl.), 
so obtained an experience of his own misery and God's mercy, and 
was enabled to Hope for the future. "Hope thou in God, for I 
shall yet praise Him'' (Ps. xlii.). Confidence is expressed in Ps. x.-xiii.: 
" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life," and so puttini;1: all his exercises together he exclaims (Ps. cxvi.): 
" I love the Lord because He hath heard my voice and my 
supplication.'' 

MODERN MILLEN ARIANISM REFUTED. 
"And He shall send Jesus Christ . . . whom the heaven must 

receive until the times of restitution of all things."-Acts iii. 20, 21. 

BY THE LATE G. w. SHEPHERD. 

O~rn of the worst features of modern millenarian schemes is the 
discredit thrown upon the Gospel. It is suggested that God has 
been making a series of experiments. He tried how man would 
get on in the Eden state. That was a failure. He tried a new 
course in the patriarchal age. That was a failure. This He superseded 
by the laws of Moses and the priesthood of Aaron. These proved 
failures; and now the Gospel is a failure too, and no substantial 
good will be effected until Christ comes to reign in person on earth. 

To say that this is nonsense would be to use a mild term. We 
yield to none in the fervent belief that the kingdoms of this world 
will become manifestly, as they are now already, as to His power 
and authority-the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ. But 
we steadily set our face against the idea that Christ could do any
thing by living on earth that He cannot do by reigning in heaven. 
He Himself declares, " It is expedient for you that I go away." 
And if this were so -and it were blasphemy to call it in question
then, for the same reasons, it is expedient that He should stay where 
He is, clearly, as his words imply, because He can better administer 
His kingdom there than here. 



120 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

The Life, the ffalk, and the 'l'i•iumph 
of Paith, by W. Romaine, M.A. 
Complete in one volnme. Cloth 
lettered. Price 2s. 6d. ; postage 
4d. Farncombe & Son, 30, Im
perial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, 
London, E.C. 

THESE books were once great fa
vourites with those who loved God 
and His Truth, and were to be found 
in alm0st every Christian home. 
They have, however, long ceased to 
be obtainable, and many will wel
come this new edition of the three 
in one Yolnme, which does equal 
credit to its enterprising publishers 
and to its printers and binder. 

The title describes the contents 
very happily. lt de,tls with tile life 
of faith from its commencement by 
the grace of regeneration, its course 
amid the sundry and manifold 
trials of this present evil world, 
and its final triumpil through Him 
to whose grace "our all we owe." 

It is, however, we think to be re
gretted that it is a mere reprint, aud 
that a few pages were not added to 
introduce it to present-day readers. 
Romaine was no common man. His 
life story is a most stirring one, 
and if briefly retold would surely 
add greatly to tile value of this, his 
best known book, which contains 
the cream of his thoughts on Chris
tian doctrine and experience. 

The Table of Contents would also 
have been far more useful had it in
cluded the titles to the fifteen chap
ters in" The Walk of Faith," which 
is by far the longest and most 
elaborate of the three treatises ; 
and also those of the eleven chap
ters of the last, which brings the 
whole to an end with a bnrst of 
joyous praise. 

How valua.ble, too, would an Index 
of the topics discussed have proved, 
that passages which impressed on a 
first reading, might again be turned 
to with facility. 

Rev. A. B. Grosart is admitted to 
have been the most successful 
Christian editor of the last century, 
and all readers of Nichol's editions 
of the Puritans are aware of the 
care he bestowed on this depart
ment of his work. 

Surely this ancient body of ex-

perimental divinity, with its won
drous wealth of helpful teaching, 
was also worthy of the little labour 
which would have so increa.sed its 
interest and usefulness, and ren
dered this an ideal edition of a work 
which we trnst will again be larg-ely 
read, greatly loved and widely 
owned of God. 

'l'he Devonshi!-e Road Pii!pit, No. 3, 
New Series. Jesus the Resurrec
tion and the Life. A sermon 011 
John xi. 25, by Joseph Jarvis. One 
penny. 

IN this very savoury discourse the 
esteemed preacher refers his text, 
with which, it will be remembered, 
the Burial Service of the Church of 
England is opened-not to the resur
rection of the body, but to the resur
rection of the souls of elect and 
1•edeemed sinners ; in other words, 
to the quickening which is the initial 
act of the Holy Ghost when dealing 
graciously with the beloved of God. 
With this we do not agree,. and· 
while we are thankful tha.t our ' 
brother was helped to so gracious a 
deliverance of vital truth, we can 
but wish that he had taken John v. 
25, Eph. ii. 1, or some other portion 
obviously referring to the subject 
which had been laid on his heart. 

The Gospei Magazine, March, 1908, 
6d. 

Tars, the oldest British religious 
serial, has gradually become the 
organ of the more pronounced 
Evangelical party of the Church 
of England, and the sound and 
scholarly contributions of clergy
men of this school render its con
tents of unique value and import
ance. The gem of the number before 
us is an article by a Scotch Episcopa
lian minister on" British Legislative 
Concessions to the Papacy." "The 
man in the pew " has, as a rule, the 
vaguest ideas of the legal relations 
of Roman Catholics to our King and 
Constitution; 01· how they are af
fected by the enactments of the last 
hund1·ed years. The pages of Han
sard would inform him, but in all 
probability he is altogether in the 
dark as to what this wol'd means. 
Manooth, again, is a subject on 
wdich most peoples' ideas are hazy, 
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and not one Protestant in one hun- , men and women are engaged in 
dred is aware of the nature of tho , them. To many readers the author's 
Catholic E1mmcipation Act of 1829. '. method will be dista-;tefnl, as he, 
Readers who desire information on admittedly, adopts the style and 
these and other cognate matters, if phraseology of the person whom it 
not regular subscribers, should pro- is his purpose to criticise. F. ,J. D. 
cure this number and preserve it 
for reference as replete with the in
formation which so many need on 
these points. 

The Faith that Failed. 

IN our Review of this really in
teresting and instructive story in 
out· February number, we referred 
to one of its prominent characters, 
the Rev. Christtian, as a clergyman, 
being led to this opinion because the 
question was raised whether he or 
the Vicar of a certain parish should 
conduct a funeral, evidently in the 
way prescribed in the Prayer-book, 
wb.ich Dissenting ministers do not 
as· a rule use on such occasions. 
T,vo correspondents, however, deem 
that we were mistaken. One re
minds us that the New Church 
(spelt with capital letters) is the 
recognised title of the followers of 
Emmanuel Swedenborg, and con
tends that the minister in question 
was a Swedenborgian priest whose 
relapse into heresy and conver
sion to orthodoxy the book is de
signed to describe. Again, _we have 
been told that the authoress's "Mr. 
Christtian "was a Dissenting pastor, 
and that anyone who knows the 
free churches of London could have 
told us that his prototype is a well
known and muclt-esteemed Baptist 
minister at Norwood, to whom the 
fictitious minister of the story bears 
close resemblance. 

The book is really clever and 
valuable as a counterblast to the 
New Theology. Dear reader, get a 
copy, and let us know whose opinion 
in your judgment'is the correct one. 

A Godless Socialism. Bv Frank G. 
Jannaway. The Walter Scott Pub
lishing Co., Ltd. Price 3d. 

A PERSONAL attack upon the editor 
of a well-known Socialist weekly. 
It is not, however, clear whether 
the author charges Socialism gener
ally with being Godless and anti
Christian. To our mind some of 
the movements of the present day 
tow,irds social · reconstruction and 
emancipation owe their strength to 
the fact that so many Christian 

Reasons from both Scripture ancl 
Nature against Marrying the .'~ister 
of a Deceased Wife. No price 
given. 

THIS pamphlet appears to have been 
circulated in MS. form in the early 
seventies, when public opinion was 
much exercised by the question 
dealt with. The author (whose 
name does not appear on the work) 
it seems, is now dead. We are at a 
loss to understand what can have 
induced his friends to print this ob
jectionable contribution to a con
troversy which has been settled by 
the general consensus of the com
munity and by Act of Parliament. 
The work is distinguished by la
mentable ignorance and shocking 
vulgarity, descending at times to 
the coarsest indecency. It is tau
tological to a wearisome extent, and 
Holy Scripture is used and wrested 
to a painful degree to support the 
author's views. But he is dead ; and 
it would have been far kinder to his 
memory if this production of his pen 
had been allowed to die with him. 

F. J.D. 

A Book of Daily Portio11s for Children. 
By F. W. Published by W. Stanley 
Martin. 

THIS is a little book evidently writ
ten with the best intentions; but 
we doubt whether it will appeal to 
many of the class for whom it is de
signed. Children ever crave for 
pictures, either visual or mental, 
and the way to reach their hearts is 
through the eye and the imagina
tion. The narratives of Holy Scrip
ture, unadorned or wisely para
phrased, are wondrously attractive 
to the child-mind, and we cannot 
serve our children better than by 
fosterin11: the habit of regular read
ing of the Bible. Their whole lives 
may be tho happier for it. But to 
expect them daily, in the same calm 
spirit in which their elders take 
their Hawker or Bogatsky, to as
similate a little theological dis
quisition is, we fear, asking too 
much. I<'. J. D. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

A thoughtful and intereRtinit address 
wae given by Pastor F.._ Fells (Ohesham) 
on ·• The siuleasness or J esue." He felt 

ANNUAL MEETINGS AT THE BRIXTON that in the short time at his disposal he 
TABERNACLE. aould but touch the fringe of hie sub-

ject. Heth.en went on to point out the 
FoR so many yea.re the scene of the olaime made by the Lord himself to 
l&boure of Pastor Charles Cornwell, the sinlessness. He referred to the testi• 
Brixton Tabernacle may well be re- mony of hie disciples to the same fact 
garded as his monument. Manv timeR and pointed out the testimony borne 
it fell to his lot to welcome the Pastors by hie enemieB•-yea, the very demons 
and delegates to that commodious had to O\Vn it-and he concluded by 
sanctuary. One of the founders, he d 1· "th th t t· f th 
always took a keen interest in the work Fe:th~f WI e es imony O e 
of the Association. !--,(Pastor H. T. Chilvers, who, though a 

On the 10th of Ma.rob the spacious : lielegate from Suffolk, was like a child 
building- was well filled at the morning ' at home, was warmly welcomed on 
meeting, when the president, Paotor ! rising to address the meeting. Having 
J obn Bush. occupied the chair. Having : expressed the henty wishes of the 
read a portion of the Word of God, he , Suffolk Association for the prosperity 
expressed the pleasure all felt that Mr. 1 of the Metropolitan Association, ha 
Mitchell was sufficiently restored to be I referred to the work of the Churches in 
prese:at, and called upon him to seek ' the former Association. He felt the 
God's blessing. . prospect was brighter. RAferring to the 

The various Reports were presented ' a.ddreas of the previous speaker, he wae 
and adopted. glad of snob a positive note, and pointed 

Referring to the observation in thA out the absurd position of thoee who pro
General Rer,ort as to the number of fes•ed to admire one whose words they 
deaths. the President in t<lacbing tones I questioned and whose oili.ime they de
expres,ed the sympathy of thea•sembly ! nied. Though the daye were dark, God 
with a 'delegate, Mr. Martin, of I WllB in the midst of Hie people. Pro
Meopham, and it was resolved to Bend ' ct'leding to speak from the words, 
letters of condolence to Mr. ApplAton, I "There ie the sound of abundance of /' 
ll'Irs. Hewitt, and Mrs. B<txter, of Ea.at- rain," he reminded the friends of the,• 
bo11rne. promises of God and the faithfulness of 

The newly-chosen Pastor or the the Promi•er ; His word wae, "There 
Church at Staines (Mr. W. S. Be.ker) shall be showers of bleesini." He 
wae oordie,lly welcomed by the Chair- emphasized the need for the proolama
man into the A.seociation. tion of the Goepel, asserting the 

Mr. Bush having graoefully intro- attractive power of the truth, which 
duced the president (T. Jones) and God would ever bless. Present-day 
vice-president (James E. Flegg) for worldliness would not lift up the 
the ensuing year, a. hearty vote of people. They might glory in the 
thanks was accorded him for his promise-dig the trenohes-for there 
services during a year which to him was the sound of abundanoe of ro.in. 
had been a. very trying one. The tide would turn, the ghost of New 

A.mended Rules for the Pastors' and Theology would depart, and the Gospel 
Widows' Retirin1< Fund were adopted. would be the power still by which the 
These will be found in the Annual world was turned npaide down. 
Reoord, which can be had of the Pastor S. Hawes, of Oooold, confirmed 
Seoretary. the testimony as to the brighter outlook 

The president (Pastor T. Jones) and in Suffolk. Though the speaker was 
Pa.star H. D. Tooke were appointed as not so well known to the London 
a deputation to the Norfolk and Suffolk Churches as hie oolleaiue, his address 
Association. was heartily appreciated, and it is 

The Association was invited to Brent- hoped he maybe heard again in London. 
ford for the Hair-yearly Meeting, and His remarks Wl'lre based upon the worde, 
the invitation wae heartily accepted. "We shall be like Him, for we shall see 

Pastor T. L. Sa.pey and his helpers Him o.s He is." Thie was the grand 
left nothing undone to secure the com- reward for toil and service. To this 
fort of the friends and their hospitality thev looked forward. The •o.int~ woaM 
we.• heartily appreciated. see Him in His glory. Mr. He.wee dwelt 

Under the presidenoy of Pastor T. upon the oontra•t between the humilia• 
Jones the afternoon meeting oom- tion and the glory and the oontrast 
meno~d at 2 30, Pa.~tor W. 8. Baker between the believer's present and 
ree.dio!l' a portion of Rcripture and future. 
Pastor J. N. Throseell offering prayer. Pastor E. Rose, of Walthamstow, 
A digest of the letters was given. followed, and in opening his address 
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referred to the character of these 
gatherings-Association meeti1!g~--;-in 
which he felt there should be reJ01c10g 
with thoee who rejoiced and weeping 
with those who wept. His address was 
based upon the worde of the apostle, 
"Endeavouring to ke,rn the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace." After 
referring to an artiole which appeared 
recently in this magazine in regard 
to the closing of a chapel, he dealt 
with the present condition of some of 
the Churches and applied the passage 
in an effort to suggest a remedy. 

The oloeing address at the aft~rnoon 
I meeting was by Pastor E. Mitchell. 
Although having but recently re
covered from an attacs: of inftuenn, 
there was fire and force in hie obeerva
tione ae he em11haeized the apostle's 
declaration in pleading for the power 
of the Goepel, "I determined to kn?w 
nothing amonf? you, but Jesus Christ, 
anri Him crucified." 

A very large number partook of tea, 
after which the evening meetinjl', pre
sided over by Pastor T. Jones, was 
opened with a song of praise. 

Psalms oxxii. .. nd cxxxiii. having 
been read by the Vice-President, Pastor 
J. Bush implored God'e blessing. 

The Report was read by the Secretary 
(F. T. Newman). Thie furnished reasons 
for rejoicing and food for reflection. 

A hearty and well-merited vote of 
thanks was accorded the friends at 
Brixton Tabernacle for their hos
pitality. 

The presidential addres• which fol
lowed will be l!'iven in extenso in the 
p:i.gee of thA E. V., and also an excellent 
Paper by Pastor E. White on " The 
Attitude of the Believer towude Christ, 
the Church, and the World." 

Following these, Paotor J. E. Hazel
ton delivered in earnest tones a timely 
address. He commenced by asking 
several pertinent queetions - Ie thA 
condition of our Churches sati•factory? 
Are we spiritually healthy and strong? 
Is vita.I goj!iness growing amonl!'ijt us? 
Are our congregations inoreasing ?-and 
proceeded to answer these questions. 
He oontrasted the present with the 
past pointed out the position oooupied 
by ~a as a denomination, and urged a 
clearer enunciation of covenant truth.• 
The collection amounted to £15 lSs. Sid, 

SOUTH-WESTERN STRICT BAPTIST 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 

THE second conference or Sunday-school 
workers was held on February 29th at 
Courland Grove, when a large company 
gather eel. 

The Pre~ident (Pastor T. Jones) ooou
nied thA chair and was supported by 
Pa•tnr H. D~rl•wAll. 

After P•a. xix. had been read by the 
Chairman, Mr. Wybrow sought God's 
ble•sing on the meeting. 

Mr. F. Drane, of Weet Hill, Wands
worth, then read an able and instruo
tive Paper, entitled "Literatnre and 
the Child : The Teacher's Privilege and 
Dnty" in which he commended all 
good' books as helpe to teaching, 
furnishing not only recreation but 
mental culture for the teacher, dealinf? 
with biography, history, poetry and 
fiction. 

A lively discussion followed, in which 
Pastor H. Dadewell took part, speaking 
very earnestly on the Word of God
the teachers' text-hook-and its literary 
value. He pointed out the folly of 
saying to children, "Don't read this 
book or that paper," believing it only 
tend~d to excite their curiosity to 
do so. 

Mr. Drane in hie reply spoke of the 
pnrity and high literary at .. udarrl of 
the Boy,' Own Paper and the Girls' 
Own Paper as cheap periodicals for the 
young. 

Mr. Walter Edwards then opened a 
discussion on "Bands of Houe : how 
should we conduct them?" In a stir
ring and thoughtful address he said it 
was no longer necessary to defend e. 
Band of Hope as an agency for good, 
moral good being but a ho.If way house, 
with spiritual good as the nltima.te gos.l. 
He maintained that total abatrnence 
was but a part or the programme; 
other moral and Christian virtues 
should be taught. He was very severe 
on fan~tics, whn presented dark and 
lurid pictures of drunkenness and 1tA 
effects to the young mind, and said 
that the Word of God should be the 
basis of the teaching and love to Christ 
the f?reatestq ualification of a temperance 
worker. He commended industrial ex
hibitions as a means of practical Chris
tianity and believed that enconro.ge
ment should be given to the member3 
themselves to speak, reJite and help on 
the work in all possible ways. Kindness 
and an even temper should be manifest 
in a,.. Ruperinten:ient. who must not, 
howe\ier, disref?&rd disoipline. b,:it as 
far as possible should rule with his eye 
rather than his hand. 

Mr. H. Sears, in a brief but earnest 
address, condemned theatricals and 
such-like deterioratin!{' amusements and 
upheld Bible-teaching in a Band of 
Hope. Other friends took part in the 
discussion. Mr. Edwards hriefly replied 
and the h"PPY meeting was closed by 
Pastor T. Jones. 

The large increase of attendance over 
the previous conference was a par
ticularly gratifying feature of the 

~ We hope to l?ive this address 
next month'• "E.V." 

m full in evening. 
I F. T. WALLER. 
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HORHAM. 
THE Bible-class and teachers or the 
Sabbatb-sohool held their annual tea 
and social gathering on February 18th. 
In spite of unfavourable weather, a 
goodly company gathered to tea, and 
more were present at the after-meeting. 
The hymn, " Kindred in Christ for His 
dear sake," having been sung, the 
Chairman re&d the 19th P.ialm and Mr. 
Rodwell, dee.con, asked the Divine 
blessing. 

The Report of the Bible-olasa showed 
steady and growing increase both in 
attendanoa, numbers and interest mani
feeted therein. The Superintendent or 
the school gave an account of the work 
ce.rried on amongst the young-, which 
showed great ce.use for thankfulness 
as eleven from the school during the 
past year had openly declared them
selves on the Lord's side, joining them
selves to the Church b9Jow. There were 
twenty teachers and 135 scholars, the 
teachers all Church member3 with bnt 
one exception. 

Pa,tor Lock, of Hoxne, addressed the 
meeting from Zech. ii. 10, noticing 
-" God's method of salvation is wide, 
yea, wider than e,ll others, and that 
Gnd's measurement is right." 

Pastor Butcher spoke npon the scarlet 
line which Rahab pnt in her window. 

A letter was read from brother J. 
Knights, senior deacon, who, although 
unable to be present, desired a success
ful gathering and much blessing to 
resnlt therefrom. 

P11-stor S. Hawes (Occold) spoke 
briffly frnm Prov. xviii. 10. 

Pastor Dykes spoke npon the Word of 
God, noticin,r our relation towards the 
same, that the Word must be en grafted, 
must also be our standard of opinion, 
and we must ever seek to hold forth the 
Word bv our li veE. 

The Pastor, who presided, gave ont 
the hymn, ''All hail the power of Jeeu's 
Ila m~," and afterwards concluded with 
the Benediction a truly profitable and 
soul-otirring meeting. 

J. A. F., Sec, 

ZOAR SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
HOUNSLOW. 

ON Sunday 1<fternoon, February 23rd, 
the Pastor (Jamee E. Flegg) presented 
the prizes to the junior scholars for 
good attendance and gave an intereeting 
address on the Bible as the beet of all 
honks. 

On the following I Wednesday the 
annnal meeting of the school was held, 
the Pastor presiding. 

Mr. Denly (formerly a deacon at 
Zoar) uked God's blessing on the 
meeting. 

The secretary (Mr. W. Grimmett) 
read the Report of the past year's work 
in the school, which was of an en· 
couraging nature. 'fhe number of 

scholars on the hooks was 200, with 18 
officers and teachers: the avera11e 
attendance-morning 66, afternoon 166. 
The Band or Hope had inoreo.Red its 
membership from 20 to 60 during the 
year. The branch of the International 
Bible-reading Association had 84 mem
bers, and the school had subscribed 
:£8 0,. 9d. to the Strict Baptist Mission. 

On Marc'h 8th fifteen scholars gained 
oertifioates and one a prize in the 
scholars' Scripture examination in 
connection with the Sunday School 
Union. During the year two of our 
teachers have shown their love to 
Christ by puhlio profession, being bap
tized by our Pastor. 

Several of the scholars gave suitable 
recitations in a very creditable manner, 
SpleJJ.did addresses were given by Mr. 
W. S. Baker and S. Hutchinson, which 
Wtire much enjoyed by all present, 

The Pastor then presented the prizes 
to the elder scholars. 

After singing, this happy meeting 
was cloeed with prayer by the Chair
man. 

PROVIDENCE, CLAPHAM 
JUNCTION. 

ON February 23rd and 25th, Sunday
school anniversary was celebrated. Mr. 
H. J. Wileman on the Sunday preached 
appropriate sermons and in the after
noon gave a splendid object address, 
with the aid of fi.ve scholars, to illus
trate the name of JESUS. 

Much regret was expressed at the 
Tuesday meeting at the absence of Mr, 
G. Appleton, who was expected to 
preeide, but was prevented by the 
seriouR illness of hie beloved wife. A 
vote of sympathy with him was passed 
bv the meeting. Mr. F. T. Newm"n 
very kindly and ably acted as Mr, 
Appleton's substitute and gave us some 
interesting reminiscences, he being 
superintendent of the Sunday-school 
thirty-seven years ago. 

After reading the 19th Psalm, Mr, 
Wilfred Aoworth invoked the Divine 
blessinll', 

The Seoretary read the Report of the 
past year's work, which showed there 
were 195 Rcholare on tbe books, with an 
average attendance of 134, and a Young 
Men's Bible-cla•~; nine scholars eat for 
Sunday-school Union Eimmination and 
eight of them passed euco~ssfully: 
I.B.R.A., 46 members, The school col
lected £2 9s. for missionary enterpri•e 
during the year, which was equally 
divided between the Strict Baptist 
Mission and the South Indian Strict 
Baptist Mission. The aim of the 
teachers is, by the help of the Spirit of 
God, to lead the scholars to a know
ledge of the Lord Jesus as their own 
Saviour and also to open to them the 
wonders and beauties of God's Word. 

Pastor W. H. Rose gave an object-
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JeReon, basing his remo.rke on the word 
"SIN." 

Pastor H. J. Galley followed with an 
exoellent address on tbe "Bible," com
paring it with other books in a striking 
and impressive manner. At the oon
clusion of hie address he gave out a 
~P,ntenoe which was repeated by all the 
soholare on one hand-five letters to 
eaoh seven worde~"Jesu's blood alone 
makes young folks olean." Thie har
monised with Pastor Rose's remarks, 
and we pray may abide in the heart and 
mind. 

Mr. W. B. Motum, first-class boys' 
teaoher, gave all encouragement. His 
message from 1 Chron. xix. 13, " Be of 
good courage," and Psalm Ix. 12, 
"Through God we shall do valiantly," 
gave a " lift up" by the way from a 
worker to fellow-workers. May a.11 the 
words spoken be remembered, 

Special hymns and anthems were 
rend3red at all the services, Mr. Albert 
Clewley ably presiding at the organ. 

MORDAUNT WM, KEEBLE, 
Hon. Sec. 

REV. A. J. BAXTER, OF EAST. 
BOURNE. 

A VALEDICTION. 
A TRIBUTE of our loving appreoiation 
id, we feel, due to the memory of this 
distinguished minister of the section of 
the Independent denomination which 
is in such close affinity with onrselvee, 

Though the · devoted Pastor of the 
Churoh at CavendiRh Plaoe Chapel, in 
which he " fed the flock of God" faith
fully and assiduously for forty years, 
he was the willing servant of all to 
whom the truth ie dear. To these he 
lo_vingly ministered by voice and pen, 
w_1th intelligence and aeeiduity,proving 
h1meelf "a workman that needed not 
to be ashamed" in many departments 
of the Lord's sweet service. 

As a preacher, he was the firm and 
unflinching champion of the graoe of 
our Triune God in its sovereignty and 
freeness. He invariably spoke as one 
to. whom the Saviour was "a loving, 
b!1ght reality" intensely precious to 
him, because endeared by the Holy 
G1host, to Whom he delighted to aeoribe 
a l the glory. 
" For thirty-seven years he oonduoted 

Tl:ie Goepel Advocate Magazine," the 
enhtire profits of which were devoted to 
t e cause of Christian benevolence. We 
hremember a series of articles on tbe 

Ymns of Joseph Hart, whioh dis
played no small critical talent a.e well 
as /iracious appreciation of these 
~on erful compositions and the truths 
they exprPss. •· Hie Great Phantom of 

e _Age," an allegorical work, also 
manifests high ability to deal with 
Pbre1valent errors and delusions in an 
a ~ and fasoinating way. 

Ria large and loving heart delighted 

in practical and active ministry on 
behalf of the afflicted and poor of God', 
living family. "The Aged Pilgrimo' 
Friend Society" found in him a 
generous and aesidnoue friend. "The 
Gospel Adrocate Society for the Relief 
of Necessitous Protestant Ministers. 
their Widows and Orphans," which wad 
named after hie magazine, was deeply 
indebted to him and, in fact, owed its 
inception to him in conjnnction with 
Ebenezer Vinall, W. Heathfield, John 
Vaughan, and others, whose names we 
shall always remember with affection 
and irratitnde to God. 

A firm Protestant, he deemed this no 
time to be silent on the insidious errors 
of the Church of Rome. He was one of 
the fonnders of "The Calvinistic 
Protestant Union," in whose interests 
he frequently lectured, and with telling 
effect. 

'fhue for more than fifty years he 
" served hie generation by the will of 
God," and throngh the grace which he 
loved to extol •· continned Christ's 
faithful soldier and servant unto his 
life's end." 

After some months of suffering he 
was called to the fatherland on Feb. 29, 
1908. Devout men "carried him to hie 
burial" on the following Friday, our 
brother Martin (minister of the Chapel 
at Five Ash Down) conducting the 
solemn and appropriate service. 

On Tuesday, March 10th, a large and 
representative congregation assembled 
in Grove Chapel, Oamberwell, when a 
Memorial Service was conducted by hie 
long-loved friend, Rev. W. Sinden, 
whose discourse was based on 2 Tim. 
iv, 7, "I have fought a good fight; I 
have finished my coarse; I have kept 
the faith." 

With great tenderness he dwelt on 
the three aspects of the termination of 
a ~racious man'• life on earth-a 
soldier who has won the victory in a 
well-fought fight, a traveller whose 
journey is safely ended, and a steward 
who bas faithfully fulfilled hie trnst. 
Interesting passages abounded, especi
ally that m which the preacher 
"endeavoured to trace the operations 
of the blessed Spirit in separating our 
deceased friend to the Goepel of Christ 
and constraining him to lay hie great 
intellectual gifts at the throne of 
mercy, as a praise-offering for the 
covenant grace bestowed in unfoldin!!" 
the mystery of sovereign and redeeming 
love to his aoul, so that with unbending 
and unyielding earnestness he pursued 
his 'oourse' to the end." 

Reference was also made to his ripe 
and reliable scholarBhip in spite of tba 
few educational opportunities he han. 
enjoyed. Though so largely self
te.ugbt, he was not only a master of 
lucid and forcible English, but he also 
possessed a considerable knowledge of 
the e.noient tongues. He did not receive 
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a college education, "yet "-ae he him• 
self stated at hiR jubilee meeting some 
years since - "he had been able to 
acquire such linguistic proficiency that 
he could read the Scriptures in Hebrew, 
Chaldee and Greek." 

But scholar as he was, "he would 
have none of the so-called • hig-her criti
cism,' nor did he for a .noment accept 
the transatlantic novelties so popular 
in these days." 

"Thus another faithful and honoured 
witness ~or the truth has' entered into 
the joy of bis Lord.'" 

O11r thanks are due and are hereby 
tendered to our dear friends-J. T. 
Doggett, of Grove Chapel, and W. 
Sind.,n, of Holloway-for their kindly 
and welcome communications. 

THE EDITORS. 

ZION BAPTIST CHAPEL, NEW 
CROSS ROAD, S.E. 

THE month of February, 1908, will long 
be remembered in the annals of this 

of twenty-nine years, during fourteen 
of which he had been in the diaoonate. 

At the close of the service a purse of 
sovereigns was presented to him by the 
Pastor ae an expression of affection and 
esteem from the Church and congrega
tion. 

The Church secretary (Mr. T. G. C. 
Armstrong) voiced the feelings of hie 
fellow-deacons in losing one who bad 
laboured with them so earnestly and 
efficiently and in the spirit of love and 
unity. 

Brother A. H. Riddle spoke on behalf 
of the Church and congregation, and 
Deacon James Martin commended him 
and hie wife and family to the guidance 
and safe keeping of our gracious God. 
The hymn commencing '' Blest te the 
tie that binds" was then sung and the 
Pastor closed with prayer. It is a 
cause for devout thankfulness that the 
whole of the family of six children 
are in membership with the Church 
and active workers in theSa.bbath-echool 
and mission. 

Church as a time of much spiritual TOTTENHAM (EBENEZER). - The 
blessing and ingathering of precious prize-g1vmg meeting wa• held on 
souls. February 19th, when over 230 children 

On the initiative of the teachers, were given a tea, followed by a public 
heartily supported by the Church, a meeting, the number exceeding that of 
special mission to young people was last year, the cliapel and aisles being 
carried on for eight nays under the quite full. Brother Vinall occupied 
presidency of Pa•tor John Bush, the the cha.ir, and gave some excellent 
missionn being Pastor H. J. Galley advice to parents on the home influence 
(West Ham). The mission was preceded and training of the young as being a 
by a week of prayer, a goodly gathering splendid supplement to the teaching in 
taking place each "Veninl!' to invoke the the school. Mr. Stanley Martin 
Divine blessing. In addition to this, a obtained rapt attention as he delivered 
band of ninety workers canvassed the a good address on "1'he Golden Key.'' 
neigh hour hood, visiting over 7,000 After reference to several kinds, makes, 
houses, distributing invitations and and shapes of keys, he noticed particu
making perRonal appeals to the peo'ple 111.rly, and drew important lessons from, 
to come. The Pervice each evening Peter in prison. That whilst he was 
was preceded and followed by prayer. shut up there the people were praying 
The addreeses were of an evangelical -using the golden key. There is reason 
character, ruin, redemption and re• to believe this address will long live in 
generation being set forth on each the memories of the children, and, it is 
occasion, and the Holy Spirit fastened hoped, be made a blessing to them. An 
the truths on many a mind and heart. important featurP. of the meeting was a 

Some twelve or fourteen young- people report from the Examiner of our own 
were led to trust in the Lord Jesus special Scripture Examination, whioh 
for salvation and to express a desire to proved that many of the schofa,rs have 
be united to Hia pPople after baptism, a good insight in the Word of God. 
which is fixed for March 29th. The fXamination was divided into three 

In order to find a sphere of labour p11rt" :-let, The Life of Paul; 2nd, Life 
for the many willing workers in con- of Elijah; and 3rd, Lile of Joseph. 
nection with the Church, another Ten apecial prizes were given for those 
mission hall was to be opened on who bad obtained the greate•t number 
March 27th. of mark@, and eighteen rertificates for 

On Lord',-day evening, March 22nd, those who had obtained fifty per cent. 
a characteri~tic •ermon was preached The Pastor distributed 104 prizes for 
by Pastor John Bush from the words, attendance and good conduct. On 
"Fear tbou not; for I am with thee: Wednesday, March 11th, brother Good· 
be not dismayed ; for I am thy God : I enough oonduoted a conference in 
will strenrthen thee; yea, I will help connection with our school and Young 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the People's Society, and gave an interest· 
right hand of My righteousness" ing and effective addreas on t~e 
(lsa. xii. 10). The occasion was the Baptism of J eeus, and followed this 
impendinf;! removal of Deacon Jamee I with 11, pap--r on "Religions ~e? Ta,pe, 
Crush to Scotland, after a membership and the Danger of Offic1ahsm in 
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Religion; " the whole being baoked up 
by the Word, and proved very helpful 
and encouraging. A friendly disonssion 
followed, and an enjoyable meeting 
brought to a close by prayer. 

BRIGHT ON (SALEM CHAPEL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL),-The 90th annual 
meeting and winter treat of the above 
Hohool took place on Wednesday, Feb. 
26th, when a sermon was preached by 
Mr. Jarvis (of Greenwich) in the after
noon, the text beinir Exod. xii. 27 : 
"That ye sha.11 sa.y, It is the sacrifice 
of the Lord's passover, who passed over 
the houses of the ohildren of I,rael in 
Egypt, when He smote the Egyptiane, 
and delivered our houses. And thP 
people bowed the head and worshipped." 
The evening meeting wa.s presided over 
by the Pastor. Encouraging adMesses 
were delivered by Pastors W. W. Sturtt 
and J. Jarvi•, the former basing his 
remarks on Paa. cxix. 105, " Thy Word is 
a l&mp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path ; " the latter on Paa. xc. 14, " 0 
satisfy us with Thy mercy." The 
children sang special hymns, and at 
the close of the meeting prizes were 
distributed to the moat deserving 
scholars. Although comparatively few 
in number we all felt encouraged and 
strengthened, and it is the desire of the 
writer that the Lord may grant m&ny 
repetitions of the like happy meeting 
in S&lem Chapel.-ONE WHO WAS 
THERE, 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

MEETINGS to welcome home on fur· 
lough Mr. and Mrs. F. Cook, our 
missionaries, were held in Zion, New 
Cross, on Friday, Febrnuy 28th. 

In the afternoon P&stor S. Gr&y 
preached from the text, '' Who is she 
that looketh forih &• the morninjl? " 
His subject w&s The Morning-like 
Church, He noticed, first, the Divine 
illustration, "&a the morning;" &nd, 
next, the Divine exclamation, "Who is 
she?" The morning-like Churoh is a 
misaion&ry Church, being represented as 
"an &rmy with banners "-oha.raoter
iatioa.lly, attitudinally, &nd enthusiastic
ally aggressive. Like the morning, the 
function a.nd idea.I of the Churoh of 
Gad is to irradiate every shore, as the 
morning light flits onward, ever 
on_w'!-rd, girdling the earth. A thousand 
nulhons are waiting in gross darkness 
that ma v be felt for the •hining of the 
Cburoh I Christ s&id, "Ye are the light 
of the world I" One feels more like a 
firefly than a sunrise, yet what light is 
~hed by the testimony of the truth as it 
18 in Jesus I Would to God tha.t the 
Church moved as on the swift wings of 
the morning rather than ora.wled along 
at a snail's paoe I 

The evening meeting was conducted 

by the president, Pastor J. W. Wren 
who insioted upon being in line with 
the Word of God and upon being 
scrupulously godly in order to misaion
arv nsefulne••· 

Pastor F. Fells (of Chesha.m) spoke 
cheerily, attesting his loyalty to thP, 
S. I. S. B. M. S., and welcoming our 
missionarie•. 

Mr. W. G. Gra.y (mi3siona.ry,elect) 
spoke quite to good purpose. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cook gave interesting 
and fervent addresses, detailing ma.n y 
things pertaining to the glorious work. 

Pastor J. Bush occupied the chair 
during part of the evening, a.nd very 
cordially greeted the toil-worn brother, 
with his gracious companion iu life. 

It transpired tha.t a larg-e new •phere 
ha.d been opened to the S.I.S.B.M.S. at 
Panruti, South Arcot, a.bout 120 miles 
South of Madras-a work having been 
conducted upon exclusively Baptist 
lines for thirty-two years hy Miss 
RAade, who offers the work. The 
S.I.S.B.M.S. thus comes into absolute 
a.nd free possession of a. commodious 
bung"alow ; a capacious chapel, with 
sea.ta, lamps, a.nd baptistery; a. la.ri,!'e 
girl's orphanage; a. Pan cha.ma. school
building of ample proportions; a. 
hospital a.nd dispensary ; a cemetery 
with a very sacred history; several 
native workers' houses; a lace room: a. 
coach-house a.nd stabling; a.bout 100 
cocoa.nut trees which, tog"ether with 
the produce of a piece of caltiv1Lted 
la.nd, yield several pounds yearly. The 
mission work represented by these out
ward and visible signs ha.a a grand 
history, which will, in part, he detailed 
in the Society's ma.ga.zine, Rays fro1n 
the East. 

The welcome meeting prooer was 
opened by prayer, offered by Pastor J. 
ParnAII, the Soriptnre being rea.d by 
Mr. Cook. 

The eyes of the Society a.re toward 
still another sphere of work, and the 
plea.sure of the Lord is a.waited. 

CHELMSFORD (LONDON ROA.D).
A deeply interesting lecture upon 
Martin Luther was given in the above 
place on Wedn••day evening. The 
lecturer, Pastor H. Tydeman Chilvers 
(of Bethesda Chapel, Ipswioh), in a 
most a.ble manner led his audience 
through the various events of the life 
of the great Reformer. He ma.inta.ined 
that the B,eforma.tion of the sixteenth 
century was born of God, and tha.t 
Martin Luther was a. man for the times. 
He a.lso enforced thA thought that the 
cha.ra.cteristics of Luther-conviction, 
faith, a.nd oourage-were the great needs 
of the present day; a.lso that Christen
dom flourished only in proportion to 
her maintenance a.nd decl&ration or the 
doctrine of justification by faith. There 
was a good attendance, Pastor H. G. 
Hurrell presided. 
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S A F F R O N WALD EN (LONDON \ 
RoAD).-An interesting meeting was 
held at the above ohapel on Thursday 
evening, March 19th, when a concise 
history of the Cause was given from its 
foundation in 1818 to the death of its 
first Pastor, Mr. John Dane Player, in 
1850. Several time-stained documents 
and autograph letters by Mr. H. Player, 
Mr. John Stevens, John Foreman, John 
Searle. and other early friends of the 
C&use,· were read, also portraits of 
several of the above, with those of 
George Murrell, J. A. Jones, &o., were 
shown. Orillinal hymns by the late 
Mr. J. D. Player (printed for the 
occasion) were sung. A beautiful litho
graphic framed portrait of Mr. James 
Castleden, the first Minister who 
preached to the people, formed the 
Church, and was in many ways a friend 
to the Cause, was presented by T. S. 
Ekins, Esq., of Southwold. The roll
call was glanced at between those 
veriods when one solitary veteran, in 
the ninetieth year of bis age and 
sixtieth of membership, was found still 
on the battle-field. A feeling of unity 
prevailed, and a desire for the future 
prosperity of the Cause expressed, 
whose faith follow, considering the 
end of their conversation, "J esne Christ, 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever." R. F. R. 

THE THREE RESTS. 
THERE is something specially sweet 
and constraining in the words of the 
Lord J esns : " Come unto Me all ye that 
labour and are heavy la.den, and I will 
give yon rest." What a melting melody 
fa.Us upon the ear of ~he poor sinn~r 
who finds this rest. His whole son! 1s 
swallowed op in the mnsio of its 
pleading eloquence. He is become a 
new creature in Christ J esns. Every
thing is changed: The little _world in 
which he moved 1s turned upside down. 
Before all was death, darkness and un
rest ; ~ow he has life, light, rest, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost._ And all. th_ese 
glorious things a.re obtamed by believing 
in Jesus. Yet how many a.re there who 
go mourning all their days. Poor souls I 
they do not heed the_ voice of th~t 
loving, tender One calling to them 10 
s11oh sweet accents, "Come to Me." 
Cries some afflicted soul, " Who can 
deliver me? " Sa.ye Christ., "Come to 
Me." Cries another," Where can I find 
rest?" Says Christ. "I will give you 
rest." Weary of vanity, tired out with 
the world's unsatisfying plea.sores, and 
writhing under the lashings of con
science the heavy la.den sigh for rest 
and th~ weary for repose. B11t in vain 
is it sought a.pa.rt from Christ. If you, 
dear reader a.re longing for this rest, 
this q niet ~f conscience, pardon ~f sin, 
even salva.tion, be assured you will get 
it only by believing 10 Jesus. 

"I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
· Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, Jay down, 
Thy head upon My breast.' 

I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary, and worn, and sad: 

I found in Him a resting place, 
And He has made me glad." 

And now a word to the faint and 
weary on their pilgrimage, to those who 
know themselves saved from eternal 
wrath, yet are in bonds of their own 
forging. It may be that some of His 
dear ones a.re shrinking from a oross 
which they a.re afraid to take up, or 
some yoke which they think will be 
irksome, or some burden too heavy to 
bear. Ah I beloved, submit that will of 
thine to His ; the cross will become a. 
crown, the yoke a plea.sure, and the 
b11rden a. delight. Says J esos, "Ta.ke 
My yoke upon yon, and learn of Me, for 
I a.m meek and lowly in hea~t, and ye 
shall find rest unto your soul." Perhaps 
affl.iotive oironmsta.noes-some of tbe 
thousa.nci and one trials which beset 
our path-are now weighing the heart 
of my reader down. But do not despond, 
beloved, the Lord is above all circum
stances. His loving hea.rt is still the 
same. He is touched with a feeling of 
our infirmities. He enters inLo the 
minutest details of life. And He knows, 
too, blessed be His name, exactly how 
to sooth thy troubled hea.rt, and to pour 
the oil and wine into thy wounded 
spirit. His bes.rt is as foll of love as 
ever it was ; He does desire you to_ re~t, 
to confide, and to repose fully 1n 1t. 
Then shall yon find rest unto your soul. 

And now· remains one more rest for 
the children of God, even the heavenly 
Ca.na.a.n. There, indeed, is the sweet rest. 
It is there tha.t all His blood-bought 
sa.ints will share in His glory. We 
sha.ll there rest in His love ; we sha.ll 
see Him as He is ; our eyes shall behold 
the King in His bea.11ty ; ".l'e shall gaze 
upon Him who wa.s once p1eroed for _us, 
and upon His brow once crowned with 
thorns. How sweet will be the s_ong 
unto Him that loved us. How ra.d1a.nt 
will be the victor's palm and the crown 
of glory on ea.oh head. Fa.in would we 
antedate the time, fa.in would we ha.ve 
a sight of the glory which sha.ll follow. 
But all is well, 0 believer; tarry thou 
the Lord's leisure. You shall soon be 
introduced into this world of glory. 
Fight the good fight of faith ; play the 
man• work while it is called to-day. 
Thin~ is an evil day, and oa.lls forth all 
thine energies. For upon us surely a.re 
the ends of the ages oome. Look up, 
your redemption dra.weth nigh I for 
shortly you will enter into tha.t rest 
prepa.red for the people o! l¾od. 

F RESS ING FIELD. 
WELCOME TO PASTOR E. ROE. 

THE annual services, coupled w!th 
welcome services in connection with 
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the settlement of Pastor E. Roe, were 
neld on February llth. The oocaeion 
was very happy and, it is believed, 
profitable, 

Mr. J. B. Northfield preached an 
excellent sermon in the afternoon from 
Aots xvii. 18, Many hearts were 
gladdened by this meeRage. 

After tea, to wbioh abont 200 eat 
down, Mr. Northfield presided over the 
evening meeting, He referred to the 
former esteemed Pastor, the late G. W. 
Fairhurst, who was one of the chair
man's spiritual children, and now their 
present Pastor had oome from the same 
Churoh. 

The new Pastor (Mr, Roe) related 
the Lord's dealings with him from hie 
call by grace to his going to Fressing• 
field. 

Mr. Rouse (deaoon) traced the steps 
taken by the Church. 

These statementA were followed with 
Aarnest words of counsel, encourage
ment, and exhortation by Pastor C. T. 
Dyke•, who drew attention to 2 Cor. v, 
20; Pastor Weleford, who opened up 
Neh. iv. 6; and Mr, Watte, who spoke 
from 1 Cor. xv, 10, 

VISITING THE SICK 
Is a Christian duty, the discharge of 
which requires much tendel'Iless, 
sympathy, tact, and heavenly 
wisdom on the part of the visitor 
if the engagement is to prove 
acceptable and profitable to the 
visited one. The following sugges
tions relative to this important but 
difficult department of "pure re
ligion," by the late Canon Milles, 
are calculated to be very useful to 
those who are called to engage in it. 

In all cases seek Divine guidance 
and blessing. Never cross a sick 
man's threshold without lifting up 
your heart in prayer that God, by 
His Spirit, may give you a word in 
season for this individnal case. 
Remember that in visiting the sick, 
tenderness is essential. Enter the 
chamber very qnietly; tread noise
lessly; get near the sufferer. Speak 
as softly as may be. Remember his 
nerves-noise may be a torture. 
Sympathise with his weakness, rest
lessness, and pain. Enter into his 
symptoms and his sufferings; avoid 
a professional, official, conventional 
air. Avoid fussiness-the case may 
be too grave for cheerful words; 
but if otherwise, let your face carry 
a little sunshine into the sick room. 
Go with a brother's heart. Always 
take the sick man's hand if he can 
bear it. Be brief-brief in your 
talk, brief in your reading, brief in 

your prayer, your whole visit brief. 
Take up one point. A sick man'g 
brain is soon overtasked, his nerves 
soon ,jar. Leave a well-chosen text 
behind you as you say good-bye. 
Let your good-bye be God bless 
you ! Let your last look be one of 
tenderness and love. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
A MEETING has been held at Enon 
Chapel, Woolwich, by kind invitation 
of the Pastor and Daacons. Mr. A. G. 
Blackman ably presided, and addresses 
npon the Society's work were l?iven by 
the Chairman, the Secretary and Meesr•. 
White and Abrahams. The financial 
results were very encouraging. DnriDI? 
the greater part of the Society's history 
the Church at Enon baa rendered 
valuable help. 

• • 
* The new Quarterly Record is ready. 

It containe a portrait and •ketch of the 
late Sir William Mair, particulare of 
the forthcoming Anniversaries, and a 
variety of articles likely to interest 
their readers on the Society's work for 
the poor and the aged of '' the house
hold of faith." Copies will be sent 
upon application. 

• * 
The annual meeting will (D.V.) be 

held at the Manaion House on Monday 
afternoon, May 4th, at five o'clock. Full 
particulare next month. Tickets can be 
obtained at the Office. The Voting 
Papers for the June Election will be 
issued at tbe end of April. Thirty 
pensionere will be elected to the £1010,. 
oeusion, and thirty as inmates of the 
Homes. ••• 

The Old Age Pension Movement dates 
from thirty years ago, and has more or 
less engaged public attention ever since; 
ma.ny plane have been suggested, but 
grave difficnlties snrround the subject, 
not the leaet being how to differentiate 
between the deserving and the un
deserving poor ; or, to use the langna1Ze 
of Bishop Ridley's Committee of 1551. 
between "the poore by impotencie," 
"the poore by casnaltie," and the 
" thriftlese poore." Such problems do 
not, however, occur in the work of this 
Institution, whioh may claim on its 
own linee to have provided a simple 
and safe system of Old Age Pensions 
for God's poor. 

• • 
Daring the 101 y:ar• of the S'?cie~y's 

existence more than 8,300 aged p1lgr1ms 
have received life pensions, amounting 
in the aggregate to upwarde of 
£388,000, and who Cl\ll ga.uge the 
burdens that it ha.a, by Divine blessing, 
lifted from the minds of weary ones, 
the misery averted, and the light and 
oheer introduced into life's eventide I 
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CAROLINE MARSH, 

the greatly beloved wife of Mr. J. J. 
Marsh, ,:it Hawkedon Hall, Suffolk, 
paseed to her eternal rest on Thursday, 
February 27th. 

She was called by grace at a very 
early ago through the text of a funeral 
sermon-" Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of His saints," and 
despite oppoeition from her family, who 
were members of the Church of England, 
she was shortly after baptised, and 
bee&me (as with slight breaks she 
remained) for more than forty years a 
zealous and devoted member of the 
little Church at Brockley. 

With her the Christian life and pro
fession were no dead letter ; visiting 
and tract dietribution, with Sunday
school teachin~, occupied her spare 
time, while many still living, and yet 
more who have now welcomed her 
a.rri va.l in the homeland, ca.n testify to 
her faithful, loving words spoken in due 
sea.son. She, indeed, knew wha.t it was 
to 

" Spend and be spent, 
Her joy to do her Maste,'s will" 

She was never actuated by desire for 
the applause and admiration of men. 
The love of Christ constrained her to a 
deep, fervent love f:lr the salvation of 
souls, which never knew discourage
ment in failure or hopelessness in effort, 
for she wa8 content to give His message 
and leave the result in His hands. 

At the a1?e of twenty-four she married 
one like-minded with herself, and oom
menoed her happy wedded life of forty 
years at Hawkedon Hall, Here, amongst 
the many duties of a farmer's wife, she 
carried on her visiting and also started 
11, class for boys of the village, forty of 
these lads meeting with her on Snnda.y 
and other evenings for reading, singing, 
and prayer. 

After the births of six children the 
family removed to Wattisfield Hall. 
near DisB, where, despite straitened 
means, delicate health, and the care of 
a large houeehold, even the children (all 
under the age of ten) noticed that 
•· mather" was almost invariably happy 
and cheerful, as she well might be, for 
then, as afterwards, she "dwelt in the 
sei,ret place of the Most High." 

After a severe illness, which un
doubtedly undermined her always frail 
constitution and increased the asthma 
and heart weakness, which were her 
'· thorns in the :flesh" for nearly thirty 
years, they returned to Hawkedon, and 
soon after resumed the work at Brackley. 
For more than twenty years she worked 
iu the Sabbath-school, presided so long 
as strength permitted at the instrument, 
and led the sinj!'ing. Beautiful as her 
voice w&.• here she '· Singo more sweet, 

more loud' now; · and Obrist is, as He 
was on ea.rth, "all her song." 

In the "pastorate " intervals the 
supplies were generally entertained at 
Hawkedon Ha.II, and some dear minis
terial friends will recall happy conversa
tions with her. 

Reluctantly, yet submissively, the 
loved work had to be given up, the 
breath and heart trouble greatly in• 
creasing, and me.king all exertion pain
ful and difficult. So long as she could, 
even at the cost of great suffedng, she 
still " went with the name of Jesus to 
the dying." 

For many years she found great 
solace and delight in oommitting 
Scripture to memory. The whole of 
the Pealms, nearly all the Epistles, and 
many chapters in the Gospels had been 
perfectly learnt, and were an unspeak
able comfort to her in the long wakeful 
night-watches. 

A severe illness last year made ns 
greatly fear that God was about to take 
down her frail tabernacle, but He 
graciously restored her so fe.r that she 
was able to take short drives, to sit in 
the i:i-arden, and once more join the 
family circle, and we cherished the 
belief that our deaT one had taken a. 
new lease of life, but God had prepared 
"some better things for her;" she was 
(as her invalid son has suggested) in 
the Beulah land. 

Just before Christmas she developed 
an attack of bronchitis (it had been a 
winter trouble to her for some years), 
and no unusual alarm was experienced, 
but the long-tried heart was worn ont. 
There were a few weeks of brave 
endurance, of great spiritual enjoyment, 
and loving intercourse with husband, 
children, and pastor, and then-the 
home-call. 

On the 24th of February the doctor 
spoke of failing strength. On the 27th 
he warned us that the end was probably 
very near and would come suddenly. 
An hour later an alarming attack of 
faintness induced us to summon the 
four dear boys within reach (the other 
was wintering at Bournemouth through 
ill-health). The dear father, who was 
Divinely supported throughout in a 
wonderful way, said: 

"You are gorng to the home where 
JesuR leads the song." 

"Yes, but not yet," she said clearly. 
"Have you any pain?" 
" None, bless the Lord." 
It was noteworthy that although she 

mechanically obeyed the suggestion 
that she should bid each one "Good· 
night," she voluntarily repeated," Other 
Refuge have I none." One of the 
da1:1ghters repeated the other three lines 
and paused, when she said at once : 
" 'All my strength on Thee is stayed,' " 
showing that it was only the mortal 
power, neither memory or Divine 
comfort that was failing her. 
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Two more voluntary utteranoes: 
11 God bless all the people around and 
send a great revival;" and then, •1 Tell 
-- life is abort; eternity so long "-a. 
loving farewell (suggested) to the 
absent ~on-1md a.t three minutes past 
seven her redeemed spirit entered the 
preaenoe of the Ki.ng, 

On Thursday, Ma.rob 5th, her mortal 
remains were laid to rest in the little 
burial ground atta.obed to Brockley 
Ohapel in the preaenoe of four hundred 
persons, An impressive service was 
conduoted by the pastor, A. J. Ward, 
and Pastor A. Morling, of Stoke Ash, 
The hymns, whioh had been specially 
printed for the ocoasion, were :-" Hear 
what the voice from hea.ven pro
claims," "In vain our fancy strives 
to paint," "Oome, let us join our friends 
above;" and at the grave-side, "For 
ever with the Lord." 

On the following Sunday the pastor, 
for whom muoh sympathy is felt, for 
he has lost one whose prayers upheld 
his hands, was greatly helped in preach
ing from two texts which struck the 
keynote of her beautiful, unselfish life : 
11 The love of Obrist conatraineth ua," 
and "She loved much," 

Ma.y we who are left II Still journey
ing o'er the plain," and all who read 
this brief memoir, be enabled by the 
grace of God to keep in heart and 
thought, both as enoouragement and 
admonition, her solemn death - bed 
warning-" Life ia short ; eternity so 
long," 

SUSANNA MARY APPLETON 

(the beloved wife of Mr. G. Appleton, 
of West Norwood) passed peacefully to 
her rest on Monday, the 9th Maroh 
1908 .. 

She was born of godly parents at 
Bungay, in Suffolk, and during her 
early life sat under the ministry of the 
late Mr. Brand. Of late years she 
suffered with a weak heart and finally 
suooumbed to a oomplioation of 
diseases. 

She was a devoted wife and mother, 
and a woman who said little about 
herself, all her oare being for others ; 
but from the few words th&t dropped 
from her lips at times (both in boa.Ith 
and in her last illness) it was evident 
she felt herself a poor, helpless sinner 
and desired to be found washed in the 
Redeemer's blood and olothed in His 
righteousness. 

During the last few weeks she often 
11Waked for the Word to be read to her. 

_hen asked if she was happy in her 
hrn1nd she replied, "Yes," and wished 
t er sins might be all pardoned and 
hen taken to glory. 

,_, Her mortal remains were interred in 
,,orwood Oemetery1 there to wait the 
resurrection of the Just, by Mr, J. Bush, 

who was enabled to make some very 
sympatbetio and comforting remarks. 

ELIZABETH JANE WHITTERIDGE. 
On Sunday, February 2nd, 1908, at 8 

Brownswood Park, N., Eliz3,beth fane: 
aged 81 years, wife of the late ,Je.bez 
Whitteridge, Minister of the Gospel, 
passed peacefully awa.y, after a. few 
days' severe suffering with bronchitis 
and congestion of the lungs. 

Our beloved mother wa.s formerly a. 
member w.ith father at the Surrey 
Tabernacle when Mr. Welle was Pastor 
until father commenced preaching. Of 
late yeus she has attended Mount Zion, 
Chad well Street, and greatly benefited 
under Mr. Mitchell's miniatry, It ha.a 
been her grea.t delight to attend the 
early morning prayer-meetings, which 
she did until the last two or three 
S11ndays of her life. She has often said 
she looked forward to the prayer
meeting like a child did to its mea.l. 
She, like John, was highly favoured in 
living near her Lord, and in the midst 
of her ma.ny trials was ena.bled to cast 
her burden on the Lord. 

On January 1st I took dear mother to 
the farewell meeting of Mr. and Mrs. 
Strickson at Providence, Highbury; in 
the afternoon, ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper. When dear mother aa.w the table 
spread ijhe said, Row nice I She felt it 
a. solemn, sacred time, and stood and 
sung the hymns hea.rtily, Little did I 
think in one short month she would be 
enjoying to the full the hymns a.round 
the throne. Row often she has sung 
with snob feeling : 
"But when this lisping, stammaring tongue 

Lies silent in the grave: 
Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 

I'll sing Thy- power to save." 

In wishing Mrs. Strickso:n good-bye 
she said, in her loving way," You a.re 
going to leave your dear mother in the 
hands of Him Who baa taken ea.re of 
her all her life long a.nd will to the 
end," and then commended Mr. a.nd 
Mrs. S. to the Lord. Mrs. Strickson 
said, "How beautiful ! " 

She waa a true mother in Israel, and 
loved by many friends for the truth's 
sake. 

On T11eaday, January 28th, she was 
ta.ken suddenly ill. From the first the 
doctor gave us little hope of her 
recovery. On Thursday a dear friend 
called, hut dea.r mother wa.s too ill to 
see her, and with great difficulty in 
breathing said, ·• Give my love-tell her 

"' I'm on the Rock of Ages founded ; 
What can shake my sure repose 1 

With salvat10n's walls surrounded, 
I shall smile at all my loes.'" 

On Frida.y Mr. Mit-chell ca.lled. How 
pleased she was to see him, and told 
him how ahe loved the house of God, 
and while reading and in prayer ahe, 
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with clasped handP, assented and aaid 
"Amen." When Mr. M. left she aaid 
" What a sound man of God I" ' 

On Friday one of her de,.rest frien.is 
from the chapel called. Dear mother 
said, "I must see her." She was very 
weak, and it was some time before she 
could speak; at last she took her hand 
and aaid: 

"' The few that I can call my friends 
and Are, like myself, in fetters bound;•" 

' "' Bis love in times pa•t forbids me to think, 
He'll leave me at la•t in trouble to sink'•' 

which was blessedly fulfilled for she 
dit?d praising her Lord and ble~sing her 
children. Her last words were : " On 
the border-Let me pass-Soon be 
there," and sweetly fell asleep. 

We have lost o. g_odly, praying mother, 
but our great loss 1@ her eternal gain. 

L. MoYINHAN, 

CHARLES HEWITT, Dnm FEB. 9, 1908. 
From the pages of our late bro

ther's journal we lincl that he was 
born of comparatively poor parents, 
on May 1st, 1837, at Oakham, in 
Rutland. His father was a postillion 
at the Crown Commercial Inn of that 
town, and as to religion, was not an 
attendant anywhere until he par
tially lost his eyesight, and then 
leaning towards Church people of 
distinction. Unfortunately he rested 
too quietly by going to the dead 
formal parish church. Our lat~ 
brother writes: "I was from my 
earliest recollection thoughtful at 
times about my soul, and on one oc
casion when very youug I overheard 
one of my brothers swearing, and 
ran to tell my mother of the fact. 
I was sent to the '' Old Bell Na
tional School," aud used to march 
every Sabbath morning from the 
school situated at the top of North
gate Street down to the church. I 
eagerly drank in the bitter soul
poison of Church doctrines, which 
mainly consisted in parading the con
tents of the Catechism before the 
class and denouncing and setting at 
a disadvantage Dissenters gener
ally. By this method I became 
prejudiced against all who differed 
fra.m the Infallible Establishment, as 
we were taught to believe it was. 
My soul was kept in bondage and 
blindness, and my heart remained in 
enmity to truly spiritual things 
during those years. Yet there was 
an earnest desire often felt while in 
church, and dLiring the gabbling of 
read sermons, to do better and to be 

right _with God. When I sinned I 
felt within a monitor upbraidin.,. me 
and making me uneasy and miser
able. I would resolve and re-resolve 
and do the same thing again. I 
would determine in the morning to 
preserve myself holy and unblem
ished from sin in mind and thought 
and word~ and deeds through the 
day, but Sill beat me, outwitted and 
outmatched me. I was caught un
awares. I was drawn into its toils. 
Sin-Sin--Sin. The more I strove 
against its power, I sinned and 
stumbled but the more. The more I 
tried to square myself in the sight 
of God, the more crooked and irre
gular I became. The law gave me 
no comfort, and as for the flimsy 
robe of righteousness I eagerly day 
by day tried to weave, that went 
to pieces, was torn and scattered to 
the winds as fast as it was manu
factured." 

It is here that we discover the 
gradual work of God in the soul of 
our late brother. When about 14 
years of age the Bell school was 
being closed, and a new school 
under the shadow of the church was 
being erected. In company with a 
school-fellow he was induced one 
Sabbath morning to attend the Bap
tist Chapel in Melton Road of 
which Mr. Jenkinson was the Pa;tor. 
Struck with the simplicity of the 
service, he maintained a regular at
tendance, became interested in the 
message of the gospel, and a· con
viction of sin laid hold of him. In a 
broken-hearted, lost, miserable state 
and condition, for weeks and months 
he appears to have sighed and prayed 
until at last the light broke in upon 
his soul and he was led to look only 
to Christ for pardon and salvation, 
to see Him as the sinners only .hope, 
that from first to last Salvation was 
all of free. loving, sovereign grace. 
He says, My joy became unbounded, 
my love to Jesus excited, that I, a 
lost, ruined sinner, should be singled 
out of my family, and cause me to 
become the object of Divine love 
and mercy. In May, 1854, our 
brother was baptized at Oak.ham, 
although opposed iu this duty 'by 
his father and brother. About this 
time a sister of his was brought to 
the Lord, which caused him much 
joy. 

(To be continued in our next.) 



~n lqroit Qtgall.eng.e. 
BY EDWARD MITUIIELL, OP CLERKENWELL. 

' 1 The best obedience of my hands dares not appear before Thy throne; 
But faiGh can a.newer Tby demands by pleading what her Lord bath done." 

"Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? "-Romans viii. 33. 

" EsAIAs," as the Great Apostle affirms, " is very bold " both in pre
dicting that the mercy of God would be extended to the Gentiles, 
and in rebuking God's ancient people for their disobedience and 
gainsaying in rejecting His gracious offer to them as a nation 
(Rom. x. 20, 21). Might we not also say that Paul in this place is 
" very bold'' in employing the language of the text before us. 

It is one of a series of what we may call triumphant challenges, 
designed to strengthen the faith and confidence and increase the 
joy and comfort of believers in Christ. " If God be for us who can 
be against us? " "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect ? " "Who is he that condemneth ? '' " Who shall separate 
us from the lovo of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord?" 

In this last interrogation the Apostle rises to a sublime and 
almost unequalled climax, as he exultingly asserts the security and 
blessedness of the people of God, which to him was no mere dogma 
but a blessed and glorious truth in which his soul exulted. 

I. We notice that God's elect may successfully challenge all their 
1memies. "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?" 

We rejoice that it was such an one as Paul that wrote these 
words. Ignorance not unfrequently throws down the gauntlet, only 
to retire discomfited if the challenge is accepted. Paul was neither 
ignorant, rash, nor carried away with mere enthusiasm. No one 
knew better than he the many charges that might be laid against a 
sinner. Well acquainted with the spirituality of God's holy Law 
and the strictness of Divine justice, he was no stranger to the 
depravity of human nature, and well knew how immeasurably short 
the best of God's saints continually fall of His most just require
ments. Yet, assured of his position, with holy boldness he flings 
down his gage, and challenges every enemy of the elect of God, 
knowing full well that he could and would triumph over them all. 

Let us endeavour to apprehend with clearness the ground he 
here occupies. Observe that he meets every charge with, "It is 
God that jnsti.fieth." God alone, he reasons, is the Judge. And if 
He justifies, it matters nothing what others may say. Justified by 
God we can boldly confront His holy Law, admit to the full its 
awful demands, and even rejoice in its holiness. Its claims have 
all been met by our beloved Lord and Substitute. On the ground 
of His finished work we are justified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

The Law itself commends the sentence, and Justice approves 
and smiles. In Cl-od's procedure all is righteousness. To us, all 
Vot. LXIV. MAY, 1908. 
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is grace. This realised by faith gives peace in the conscience, so 
that while dail~' conscious of sin and groaning under its burden, 
we can rejoice that there is "no condemnation " to us, as we stand 
in Christ Jesus. With this truth we can rebut all accusations of 
our grf'at adn•rsary and sing-

" I hee.r th' e.ccuser roe.r of ills the.t I he.ve done ; 
I know them well e.nd thousands more-Jehove.h findeth none." 

U. Further, should the accusers of God's elect challenge the 
jn!{tice of God the same truth avails. "It is God that justifieth,'' 
and not we that justify ourselves. Then any charge against us 
must trawrse God's decision. Has He not righteously decided our 
case, cleared us from our sins, and pronounced us justified ? Then 
any charge laid against us is in effect a charge against God. We 
may lf'ave Him to uphold His own sentence, and take up the 
challenge and say, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
ele::.t ? " Who shall be daring enough to impugn the righteous 
decision of the Almighty? We perceive that Paul occupied secure 
ground when he threw out his bold challenge. 

III. Once more. To bring chal'ges against God's elect whom He 
justifieth is to attempt to overthrow God's gracioits pnrposes. He 
has chosen them to salvation-the enemy would procure their 
perdition. All such attempts are fore-doomed to final and absolute 
failure. Listen. The adversary is accusing Joshua, the high 
priest, who represents the people, and stands before the Lord 
clothed in filthy garments. Our Advocate then speaks : "The Lord 
rebuke thee, 0 Satan, even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, 
rebuke thee" (Zech. iii. 1-5). 

It is a dangerous thing to bring charges against God's elect. 
Will He allow His purposes of grace to be thwarted? Such charges 
strike also at the merit and ability of our glorious Head, Lord and 
Redeemer, and must recoil on the head of the accuser. 

IV. It perhaps may be thought by some that we have taken 
high ground. Yes, but not higher than the truth affords and 
warrants. Paul here " walks on his high places, and sings his 
song to his stringed instruments." Most of us, it may be, live too 
much in the lowlands where the mist and fog of doubt abound, and 
it were good for us to be led up into these higher latitudes where 
the sun of God's favour shines blessedly, and the air is clear, 
reviving and bracing. More frequent visits to these heights, and 
longer sojourns there, would exercise a beneficial influence on our 
spiritual condition, and cause us to give glory to His Holy Name. 
God grant us grace and the teaching and leading of His Spirit, that 
we may go in and possess this good land which the Lord our God 
giveth us, and to His Name shall be all the praise. That to this 
we may attain should be our prayer to Him who died and rose 
again. 

" Grant me the viEits of Thy gre.ce the.t, sheltered in Thy side, 
I me.y the fierce accuser fe.ce and tell him Thou hast died.'' 

We are promised that hereafter we shall see Him and be 
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changed into His likeness. Meanwhile a long-loved verse may 
help our present praise. 

"No oondemna.tion, 0 my soul, 'tis God that speaks the word; 
Perfect in comeliness a.rt thou in Christ, thy risen Lord." 

"TAUGHT OF THE LORD." 

EPISODES IN THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF EDMUND DI::--1HAM 

(Coutiniied.) 

TRANSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR OF "A l\IEMOIR OF RICH,\RD K:--lIGHT." 

"How thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God which is 
,the Church of the living God."-Received Version. 

"How it is needful in a house of God, to he behaving oneself, which 
indeed is an assembly of a living God" (Rotherham's Trcinslation).--
1 Tim. iii. 15. 

"His institutions would I prize-take up my cross, the shame despise ; 
Dare to defend His noble cause, and yield obedience to His laws." 

·" EVERY true Christian Church," as John Hazelton taught us, "is a 
creature of God, and is originated and continues to exist solely 
through His pleasure and power. No man or body of men c;i,n call 
one into being. Wealth, prestige or denominational influence 
cannot bring God's living children into this holy state of association 
and fellowship, or maintain such an Assembly without the con
tinued grace of the Spirit.'' 

Failure is certain, if God does not smile on it. Change and 
decay will bring things Lo an end if He withholds His aid. It will 
cease to be light if He "removes the candlestick out of its place" 
and relaxes His mighty grasp of the star or angel whose testimony 
has been the means of its gathering and guiding. 

On the other hand, a Church favoured by the Most High is a 
deathless organisation, and He to ·whom it owed its origin per
petuates it by a power which no "adversaries can gainsay or resist." 
" Men may come and men may go." Localities may alter and 
poverty intrude where affluence and fashion once reigned ; but 
while maintained in loyalty and love to God and His truth, His 
causes will continue living witnesses to His power and gmce Who 
maintains them for His glory. Churches, like individual believers, 
are thus " immortal till their work is done" and their mission on 
earth fulfilled. 

If these remarks are true, the story of the rise and progress of 
a trne assembly of God-a "congregation of faithful men" 
gathered together for His worship and service-cannot fail to 
interest all who love their Lord. 

Our record of some episodes in the life and experience of 
Edward Dinham has brought us to the year 184:2, when he, with 
others, had felt compelled to withdraw from Gower Street Chapel in 
consequence of the appointment of a stated minister whose vacil
lations rendered it impossible for them to respect him or receive 
his testimony. 

These-like a few scattered sheep with neither fohl nor 



136 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

shepherd-made their condition a matter of frequent and fervent 
private prayer for guidance. They also sought the advice of 
several eminent servants of God who were esteemed very highly in 
love for their work's sake and on whose judgment it was felt that 
reliance could be placed, among whom were ,V-illiam Gadsby, to 
whom all deferred, John Warburton, William 'l'ite, John Kershaw, 
and manY others. 

At lei°1gth an informal gathering was held at the house of one 
of their number (we believe our late friend's), when all hearts were 
conjoined in asking, " Lord, what wilt Thou have us to do? " 

This led to their meeting on a subsequent occasion in a school
room hired for the occasion at No. 50, Tottenham Court Road, 
opposite our friend's shop-a place destined to be full of interest 
in the future; for here it was that the Church now at Gower 
Street sprang into existence. 

Prayer and c-onference were the object of their first assembly. 
As they tarried together they saw their way more clearly in God's 
vouchsafed light (Psa. xxxvi. 9) and deputed seven of their 
number to act as a Committee in arranging for their future 
moYements. 

From the first they saw that a Church of the Lord Jesus should 
be based on Scriptural principles. Its members must be in the 
truth. As it is composed of believers, all should know what must 
be believed as the basis of their holy fellowship. 

The attraction of a building in which blessing has been 
experienced, attachment to a ministry which has been made 
spiritually profitable, or love for one's fellow-worshippers, are 
powerful reasons for connecting ourselves with a people and 
remainiflg in fellowship with them; but if there is not also hearty 
unanimity in the truths of the Gospel, links will snap, the bond of 
brotherhood will sooner or later fail to bind spiritually-minded men 
together, and the pleasant melody will end in jarring and distress
ing discord. One of the first proceedings of this Committee was 
therefore-doubtless after full conference with the above-named 
ministers-to prepare a simple statement of "the things most 
surel~· believed among them" to be signed by all as embodying the 
princ-iples of the cause which they desired to form. 

A place in which they might worship God was now their great 
need. but none could at the time be obtained but the large room in 
whic-h they had assembled, which would accommodate about three 
hundred persons. Here accordingly for a time they statedly met. 

But we must return to our friend's statement, who now relates 
how "the Lord raised up a Strict Baptist Cause" through those 
who, with man~· of the congregation, had forsaken their dearly
loved sanctuarr rather than compromise with consistency and 
truth. 

"~ow commenced one of the most anxious and solemn epochs 
1 f mY life. Most heartfelt were my cries to the Lord for His teach
ing ~nd help and that He would hold me up and give me grace to 
hold on. 

"It was settled that I should be one of the leaders in this most 
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important movement, at which I was frightened beyond measure. 
That we should be formed into a Church was universally agreed, 
and that it should be composed only of Strict and Particular 
Baptists." 

We pause to observe how well these dear Christians learned the 
necessity of implicitly abiding by the words of their Lord Jesus in 
all their steps. Their recent experience had shown them the evils 
of open communion and the trouble which it has a tendency to 
occasion. Henceforth they therefore determined not only to adhere 
to the·doctrines of sovereign grace, but to be loyal to the Church 
order instituted by their Divine Master. 

Their proceedings were fully sanctioned by William Gadsby, 
who would have preached the first sermons in the schoolroom to the 
newly-formed Church, but was prevented by his advancing age and 
the season of the year. This was, however, done by John Kershaw, 
who ministered to them in November and December, his opening 
sermon being based on the words, " Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God." 

Some of their number-Edmund Dinham for one-" were Bap
tists in principle, but had never walked in obedience to the Divine 
ordinance. These, it was decided, should at once do so in order 
that a Church, modelled after God's own pattern, might in due time 
be formed, and the use of Keppel Street Chapel, which was near to 
their old home, was sought and most courteously and kindly 
accorded for this purpose. 

This once well-known sanctuary has now ceased to exist. In its 
day its congregation was one of the wealthiest and most influential 
in the West End of London. Thomas Chevalier (Serjeant-Surgeon 
to George III.), John Linnell (the landscape painter, whose "Wood 
Scene '' in the National Gallery attests to his artistic ability and 
fidelity to nature), William Ashlin (through whose liberality the 
chapel was built), and many eminent members of the commercial 
class, we're associated in loyalty and love with ,their eminent minis
ter, John Martin, who, though an experimental preacher and staunch 
dissenter, was a bold Conservative, daring with•the Clayton family 
among the Congregationalists to plead for the maintenance of our 
national Constitution at a time when very different principles were 
prevalent and popular. He, however, had died in 1820, and his 
successor, George Prichard, though eminent for his literary labours, 
was not numerically successful as a preacher, and tl;te Cause in 
1842 had undoubtedly seen its best days. He was its minister at 
the time to which our narrative has brought us, and it is pleasing 
to remember that of him Edward Dinham invariably spoke with the 
utmost respect. 

AN OLD-FASHIONED BAPTISM. 

\Ve, as Baptists, should doubtless be grateful for the extension 
of ~ur principles and the frequency with which the ordinance, by 
which it has pleased others to designate us, is observed in our 
Pl_aces of worship. It may be questioned, however, whether it is 
~till regarded with the solicitude and solemnity of past times. How 
it was viewed by our friend he shall tell us. 
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On the mattE1r of our baptism, his narrative continues, I and the 
seven others met Mr. Kershaw, our first supply, at the house of one 
of the brethren to tell him what we believed and hoped the Lord 
had done for our souls, that he might baptize us according to 
Gospel order. He accordingly received us all as proper subjects 
for the ordinance. 

To my grAat dismay, however, it was proposed and carried that 
the friends .of Keppel or Lower Rtore Street Chapel (at the corner 
of which I lived) should be asked to allow us the use of their 
baptistery for this purpose. This was contrary to my· poor, 
cowardl~- mind (being so close to my home), whereas I had 
before planned, some time before, that it should be on the other 
side of the town. To be obliged to take up the cross now in, 
my own neighbourhood was dreadful to anticipate. I considered 
that I was not only going to make an open profession of my faith 
before God's people, but that others of the world would be there 
who resided in the locality, and who, I was aware, had manifested 
displeasure at my religious profession. These I knew were watch
ing for my halting and would certainly be present. The dreadful 
trouble and dismay I sank into I cannot describe, principally 
through the fear of falling at a future time and thereby bringing a 
disgrace not only on my profession, but on the Church of which I 
was about to become a member. 

The solicitude that this brought upon my mind I cannot 
describe. Early one morning, as the time was drawing near, 
I lay a,rnke, crying with my whole heart to the Lord for 
help and support. In this, my time of extreme trouble, the 
words, " I will be with thee " (Isa. xliii. 2) came with such 
wonderful and blessed power to my mind and heart that I lifted 
my head from the pillow, almost thinking that I had heard them 
uttered audibly. 

For a time my hope and comfort prevailed, but not for long. 
I soon got into " the horrible pit and the miry clay " again 
(Psa. xlii. 2), and by the time that the evening drew near I was 
as wretched through fear as ever a poor mortal could be. I went 
to the chapel like a felon going to the stocks, and was so encom
passed with timidity and misery that the sermon by Mr. Kershaw 
(which it was said was very excellent) was lost upon me, and I 
went into the ,·estry to prepare in a state it were useless to 
attempt to tell. On coming out to stand before the Church and 
the world, howeYer, a burst of glory broke forth. This I can 
only describe by likening it to the passing away of a dar~ 
thundercloud, and the shining forth of the glorious sun in ~1s 
full splendour on me. I then felt " like a giant refreshed with 
wine '' and that I could stand and witness '' a good confession" 
of my dear Lord and Master's institution before a world in arms. 

So that from that time to the present I have, through the Lord's 
help, been a Strict and Particular Baptist. 

No NEW CARTS. "They set the ark of God upon a new cart" 
(2 Sam. vi. 3). 
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THE STATE OF OUR CHURCHE8. 

AN ADDRESS BY PASTOR J. E. HAZELTON. 

THE following was delivered on the historic occasion of the annual 
meeting of "The Metropolitan Association of 8trict Baptist 
Churches" at Brixton Tabernacle, on March 10th, 1908. The key
note was struck by the President in his address on " Ideal Churches 
and Ideal People "-which will be found, in substance, on page llO 
-and the proceedings were terminated by what was universally 
felt to be a most timely and appropriate deliverance from the 
Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. 

After a few introductory remarks--in the course of which the 
President's animadversions on the introduction of party politics 
into sermons and religious addresses were warmly endorsed-the 
speaker propounded 

A SOLEMN QUESTION. 

I commence with the enquiry whether the present ;state of ou1· 
Churches is satisfactory? Our reply must surely be that the con
dition of things among us is such as should cause "great search
ings of heart." Is the spirit of hearing what it was in past years? 
When I see many Churches decaying and think of others which have 
been dissolved, I am conscious of intense sadness and weariness of 
spirit. Of how many is their love "waxing cold ! " There is also 
an evident lack of spiritual judgment, which, if God prevent not, 
bodes ill for the future. 

OUR PRESENT AND PRESSING NEED. 

How greatly do we need a more abundant outpouring of " the 
spirit of grace and supplication,'' which would cause us to bend 
low before our God, earnestly imploring Him to show us what is 
wrong in ourselves and to reveal to us what is wrong (if aught 
there be) in our Churches. This surely would evoke the cry: 
' Search us, 0 God, and know our hearts ; try us, and know our 
thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us in 
the way everlasting.'' 

We need, too, individually and collectively to be re1-ived, 
renewed and restored by the blessed Spirit. Thus only can the 
decaying Churches, which now cause us such concern, again bear 
fruit to the glory of God. Thus only can we hope to see our 
ministry clothed with new power, to the upbuilding of God's 
people and the conversion of sinners unto Him. 

A RETROSPECT AND A REVIEW. 

Compare our Churches as they are to-day with their condition fifty 
years ago. Let memory recall the men of God who then occupied 
our pulpits. I love the truths which they proclaimed as I revere 
their memories. C. W. Banks, Philip Dickerson, John Foreman, 
John Kershaw, J. 0. Philpot, James Wells, George \Vyard, my 
dear and honoured father, John Hazelton, and a host of others who 
were then in their prime. I name Mr. Kershaw and :Mr. Philpot 
because they were substantially one with many of us. They were 
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preachers of wonderful power on whose ministry the dew of the 
~pirit largely descended. 

Our chapels were then for the most part well filled, and our 
prayer-meetings encouragingly attended. There were conversions 
not a few. Why is it not so to-day? 

DENOMINATIONAL DECLENSION-ITS CAUSES SURMISED. 

Many reasons for the existing state of things among us have 
been assigned. One repeatedly advanced is the multitude of 
smaller Churches which have come into existence since those days 
and that our congregations are consequently more scattered. To 
this idea some weight is perhaps to be attached, but, in my personal 
opinion, not much. 

The week-end habit affects some of our Churches. How often do 
we see people with us one Lord's-day who on the next are absent, 
leaving their minister disappointed and saddened as he contem
plates their seats empty. More holidays are taken in the present 
day than people really need. It is a pleasure-loving, pleasure-seek
ing age. Not a few are glad of any excuse to get away from town 
on the Lord's-day, and to leave the chapels in which their presence 
is really needed. 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY. 

God, as I conceive, has set our own causes to be witnesses for 
His pure truth ; and if our testimony ceases or becomes hesitant 
and uncertain, " Ichabod" will be written over us as a section of 
the Church of Christ. 

You will acquit me of personal allusion when I say that from 
time to time I have been really distressed when those of whom I 
had hoped better things have not only attended their own places of 
worship irregularly but have frequented popular places in which 
the truth is not preached. 

The older I grow, I can, I trust, say that the more precious does 
the truth of God become to me. I cannot understand how any who 
have professed to receive it in its love and power can deliberately 
go where the ministry is a mixture-neither law nor gospel. This 
practice must surely do mischief to their own spiritual life as well 
as bring weakness upon the Churches with which they are asso
ciated. 

WHAT THE TRUTH IS FOR WHICH WE CONTEND. 

I have ventured to assert that our causes exist as witnesses 
to God's pure truth, and I would now enquire what meaning we 
should attach to the expression, " the truth of God.'' 

Here I would say that I wish that the once-loved phrases, " a 
man of truth,'' "a cause of trutl).,'' had not fallen into disuetude 
among us. It is easy to utter witticisms upon these and similar 
expressions. They are, however, substantially scriptural, and God 
has promised that "His eye shall be on the faithful of the land" 
(Psa. ci. 6), and they are censured who are "not valiant for th~ 
truth upon the earth" (Jer. ix. 3). . 

The truths to which we testify may be summed up thus :-
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WE WT'fNESS to Oocl's Sovereign and Discriminating Grace to 
Particular Redemption and to the absolute necessity of the Work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

WE PREAUII a Covenant salvation, planned by our C()'1)enant God, 
in which a Covenant. people, who are travelling by a C(Yl)enant way, 
are interested and who will, in God's good time, enter into a 
Covenant rest. 

Nothing is so suitable either to an anxious enquirer or a tried 
believer as these truths, and I would that they were more promi
nent in the ministry to-day; and that more was said by our present 
preachers · about the Covenant and its immutable promises and 
performances, which are the glory of the Church of God. 

DO WE PREACH TO SINNERS? 

Our predecessors, it was said, did not preach to sinners, and a 
like charge is made against us. We reply that perforce we preach 
to sinners, having none others to preach to. ,vhen, however, new 
covenant truth is proclaimed in its fulness and power, no place is 
left for" duty-faith!' and that which it involves and implies.'~ Xo 
one can consistently contend that spiritual faith is a legal and 
natural duty and at the same time preach a Covenant salvation, 
which is wholly, from first to last, of free and sovereign grace. Let 
us, then, hold fast the great truth that saving faith is more than 
mere notion and name-but that, as Hart says, "The work of God's 
Spirit it is.'' What our President observed respecting the 
scripturalness of warning sinners I earnestly endorse ; but to exhort 
dead sinners to close with Christ is both contrary to the inspired 
Word and to the principles of this Association. 

WORLDLY ATTRACTIONS SHOULD BE AVOIDED. 

Carnal exped,ients in place of the work of the Spirit are abso
lutely useless. Mere machinery we do not require. I view with 
alarm many practices which create an appetite which grows on that 
upon which it feeds. Such originate in unbelief and mistrust of the 
means and agencies which God has ordained. 

From the singing of solos at public worship, cantatas and 
similar things, when introduced into our services, mischief and 
weakness will certninly accrue. "Power belongeth unto God,'' and 
let us wait on Him to impart it to His sent servants that through 
them the Holy Ghost may speak to the Churches. At Pentecost 
they prayed and waited. Then the promisfd blessing came. Let 
us likewise prny and wait and not- have recourse to what savours of 
the world and not of God. 

THE EVIL OF WAVERING. 

A false delicacy in these days would obscure Divine distinctions, 
and surely the question should ring in our ears, "Shouldest thou 
h~lp the ungodly and love them that hate the Lord?" (2 Ohron. 
xix. 2). Of all His people the Master declar-ed that "they are not 
of the world even as I am not of the world." In Him there was no 
wavering. He waH " holy, harmless, undefilfid and sepa1'ate f1·om 

K 
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sinne1·s ; " and "He that saith that he abideth in Him ought him
self so to walk even as He walked." May the love of Christ con
strain us to keep to the strait line of obedience and service which 
has the direct sanction of His revealed will and Word. 

\Ve need to seek more tenderness of conscience, contrition 0£ 
spirit and softness of heart; to tarry at our Master's feet that there 
may be more reality, unction, savour and gr;:i.ce in all our ministries. 
In a word, we need the sovereign and invincible influence and power 
of the blessed 8pirit. I£ this be vouchsafed, solemn and perilous as 
these the last days are, God will vindicate and honour the Gospel 
that we so love-for as William Cullen Bryant long since 
taught us:-

,. Truth, crushed to earth will rise a.gain, the eternal years of God a.re hers ; 
But Error, wounded, writhes with pain and dies among his worshippers."* 

TO-DAY'S SERVICE. 

"Go, work to-da.y."-Matt. xxi. 28. 

Not to-morrow, when the sky grows brighter, 
When the briars hinder not the wa.y-

Not to-morrow, when the toil grows lighter
Hark I The Master calleth-" Go to-day I " 

Not to-morrow, when the golden harvest 
Ripens o'er the field by others sown; 

Go to-day, before the shadows lengthen-
Go to-day-and make the toil your own! 

Sa.y not tha.t the oo.ll is for another 
Better fitted for the work than thou. 

Linger not-the precious hours are pa.ssing-
Hark ! again He calls thee-calls thee Now I 

0 I my soul, remember thou a.nd speed thee
Spurn ea.oh clogging hindrance from the way ; 

Serve thy Lord-the Lord tha.t hath redeemed thee ; 
Ha.rk I the Master calls thee-" Go to-da.y I "-C. 

READER, WHERE ARE You? Under Law or under Grace? If 
your soul has never been led to fly for refuge to Jesus, the Law
fulfiller you are under the Law, and under the awful curse of God 
for you; sins. If your soul through grace has been led to Jesus' 
cross for salvation, you are under Grace. Through eternity every 
one of us must be dammed under law, or saved and happy under 
grace. 0 reader, ponder these solemn truths.-Penrose Street 
Sunday School Magazine. 

G1vE THEM No QuARTER.-Self-love and self-pity are twoJiars 
and thieves, who should be crucified, and thus receive the due 
reward of their deeds.-Rufus. 

* Reported by Pastor James E. Flegg, of Hounslow, a.nd revised by the 
speaker. 
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THE BELmVER'R ATTITUDE TOWARD HIR LORD AND 
MARTER. 

BY EDWARD WmTE, CARMEL CnAPEr,, W ooLwrcn/ 

"How sweetly doth 'my Master' soand ! ' My Master! • 
As ambergris leaves a sweet scent 

Unto the taster, 
So do these words a sweet content-

An Oriental fragrancy--' My .Master ! ' " 

"Ye call Me 'Master' and 'Lord,' and ye say well; for so I am."~ 
John xiii. 13. 

OF holy Mr. George Herbert, the author of the above verse, it is 
related that "to testify his independency upon all others, and to 
quicken his diligence in this kind, he used in his ordinary speech, 
when he made mention of the blessed name of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, to add 

' MY MASTER.' " 

This may serve to exemplify what should be the believer's 
attitude toward Christ. Looking up earnestly for Divine help, let 
us prayerfully approach this as our subject. Our attitude to our 
dear Redeemer should be 

1st. That of Reverence. The greatness of His Person should 
command our respect ; the dignity of His position as co-equal with 
the Father, the lofty titles He possesses, and His Omnipotent sway 
over all worlds, demand our highest homage to His great and holy 
name. I fear in the present day there is too much bold and pre
sumptuous criticism of His rightful claims, and too little reverence 
for His sacred Majesty. To the believer He should ever be " the 
King of kings and Lord of lords," who holds undisputed sway in 
heaven and earth, while hell trembles at His awful name and 
glorious power. Bow down, ye seraphs, before Him; ye ransomed 
hosts redeemed by His precious blood, fall down in lowly reverence, 
and worship at His feet, which once were nailed to the accursed tree 
for you. 

"Worthy the Lamb of boundless sway, 
In earth, or heaven, the Lord of all ; 

Ye pri'nces, rulers, pow'rs obey, 
And low before His footstool fall." 

2nd. That of Confidence. If He is as great and glorious as we 
have asserted-and He is far more so than we can describe-surelv 
He should be trusted with our mean affairs. We may commit ou"r 
souls, our life, our all, our circumstances, all into His· hands. \Ve 
may rest confident that " He will keep that which we have committed 
unto Him against that day." How much unnecessary anxiety we 
should save ourselves if we trusted Him more implicitly. The 
believer's should be a growing confidence in His Word, having 
proved Him so faithful. Time and circumstances change all things 

* The above, which is here given with the author's kind permission, 
consists of the first portion of a Paper which was read at the thirty
seventh annual meeting of the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist 
Chapels at the Brixton Tabernacle, March 10th, 1908. 
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earthl~·, but there is no change in Him. The foundation of the 
beliewr's faith standeth sure. Christ is ever the same in His 
attributes, His offices, His merits, His sacrifice, and His ever
prernlent intercession at God's right hand for them. 

"Then trust in His Name, and rest on His Word, 
He's always the same unchangeable Lord; 
His wisdom's Omniscient, His pow'r is supreme, 
His grace is sufficient His flock to redeem." 

3rd. That of ..A.ffection. Love grows out of confidence: "Whom 
not having seen ye lm·e : in ""hom, though now ye see Him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice "·ith joy unspeakable, and full of glory." The 
believer has abundant cause to love his Lord. His marvellous 
condescension in His incarnation, His unparalleled sufferings .on 
his behalf, all endear Jesus to the believer. That cross which 
broke the Saviour's heart should ever melt the believer's heart into 
love and grief as he contemplates his suffering Lord so willingly 
enduring the shameful cross for him. Can he ever view that 
mournful scene "·ithout a tear of gratitude falling from his eye? 
Can he read his pardon written there in crimson lines of blood 
without a thrill of affection stirring his heart to its very depths for 
Him who bore his load of guilt on that accursed tree ? Here the 
love of Christ to His Chur\Ch reached its floodtide, and here the 
believer is caught in the sacred current and borne along as he with 
rapture and ecstatic- delight and cries, as he muses on his Lord's 
infinite low to him, '' He lm·ed me, and gave Himself for me." 
Here the belie,·er's heart is for ever bound fast to his Lord. Amid 
all the changing experiences he passes through, he cannot cease to 
lm·e his precious, redeeming Saviour. 

" Can I survey this scene of woe, 
Where mingling grief and wonder flow, 
And yet my heart unmoved remain, 
Insensible to love or pain? 

Come, dearest Lord, Thy grace impart, 
To warm this cold, this stupid heart, 
Till all its pow'rs and passions m·ove 
In melting grief and ardent love." 

4th. That of rJbedience. The first words of the astonished, 
arrested Apostle Paul were : " Who art Thou, Lord ? " The next 
were: "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? " This was the 
keYnote of the whole of his after life. This should be the attitude 
of ·the belieYer's--:-first to know his Lord, and then to serve Him. 
His obedience should be unquestioning, wherever his Lord bids 
him go. He has enlisted under His banner ; he is not his own 
master, but his Lord rules his heart and life. With the Bible as 
his guide his steps should be unfaltering in a straightforwa~d 
eourse of loyal obedience to all the mandates of his King. His 
course must be as constant as the sun until he has finished hisJife
work here below, until he is called to excb.ange his pilgrim's staff for 
the harp of praise, and the eternal songs of victory with the blood
washed gathering hosts of the redeemed serrnnts of Christ before 
His <-n-erlasting throiw of glor,L 
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Reverence, confidence, affection, and obedience thus indicate the 
posture of the believer who, through grace, can adopt as his own 
the apostle's well-known words, "Whmie I am rind ·whom [ -~enje" 
(Acts xxvii. 23). 

"How olcsscd from the bonds of sin anti oa,•thly fetters free, 
·1n singleness of heart and aim, 'rhy servant, Lo,•d, to be." 

"Thus may I serve 'rhec, gracious Lord! Thus ever 'rhine alone, 
My soul and body given to Thee-the purchase Thou hast won. 
Throng-h evil or through good report still keeping by Thy side, 
By life or death, in this poor Jlesh, let Christ be magnified." 

MY AIN OOUNTREE. 
"For they that say such things make it manifest that they are seeking 

after a country of their own."-Hebrews xi. 14, R.V. 

IT is remarkable that while the ballad songs of Scotland are so 
influenced by the speech, ways, and sentiments of that country, 
Scottish hymnody, though often most sound, sweet, and tender, has 
no national characteristics. " The sands of time are sinking " is, 
perhaps, the only really Scotch hymn known to the Christian 
public. 

The following, which appeared anonymously in "The King's 
llighway "-a long defunct magazine published by :.\Iorgan and 
Chase in 1862, is, therefore, unique. It breathes of the "land of 
the heather,'' and will, doubtless, be peculiarly acceptable to any 
of our readers who hail from the north, as well as to others for 
whom "Annie Laurie," "Auld Robin Grey," " Ye shall walk in 
silk attire," etc., though secular songs, have a charm all their own. 
As a devotional composition it needs no commendation.-EDITOR. 

I am far free my hame, an' I'm weary oftenwhiles 
For the langed-for hame-bringing, an' my Father's welcome smiles; 
I'll ne'er be fu' content until mine cen do see 
The gowden gates o' Heaven an' mine ain countrec. 
The earth is flecked wi' fiow'rs, rnony tinted, fresh an' gay, 
'fhe birdies warble blithely-for my Father made them sae; 
But these sights and these so,m's will as naething be to rne, 
When I hear the angels singing in mine ain countree. 
I've His guide word of promise that some gladsome day the King 
To His ain royal palace His banished hame will bring ; 
Wi' een an' with hearts running owre we shall see 
" 'rhe King in His beauty " an' our ain countree. 
My sins hae been mony, and my sorrows hae been sair, 
But there they'll never vex me, or be remembered mair; 
His blnid bath made me white, His hand shall dry mine ee, 
When He brings me hame at last to mine ain countree. 
Like a bairn to its wither, a wee birdie to its .nest, 
I fain would be gang-ing- noo unto my Saviour's breast; 
For He gathers in His bosom witless, worthless lambs like rne, 
And carries them Himself to His ain countree. 
He's faithful that hath promised-.He'II surely corne again
He'll keep His tryst wi' me--at what hour l dinna ken ; 
But He bids rne still to watch, an' ready aye to be 
'ro gang at ony moment to mine ain countree. 
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So I'm watching aye an' singing o' my hame as I wait 
For the soun'ing of His footfa' this sidfl the gowden gate; 
God gie His grace to ilk ano wha' listens nae to rue, 
That we may a' gang in gladness to our ain countree. 

MARY Mo'DERN0REST. 
GL0SSARY.--Verse 1 : Free, /i·om. Hame, home. Langed-for, longed-/01·. 

l<'n' content, fully contented. Mine een, my eyes. Gowden, golden. Ain 
countree, own co1mt?-y. Verse 2: Flecked, dim11led ovei-, or vai·igated. 
Flow'rs mony tinted, many co/,om·ed jlowe1·s. Sae, so. Soun's, sotmds. 
Naething, notl1ing. Verse 3: Guide, good. Owre, ove1·. Verso 4: Mony, 
many. Sair, so1·e. Mair, nw1·e. Bluid, blood. Vorse 5: Bairn, child. 
Mither, mothe1·. Wee birdie, little bi?-d. Fain would be ganging noo, 
would willingly be now going. Witless, im1n·11dent or thoughtless. Verse 6: 
Tryst, appointment. Dinna ken, do not know. Ready ayo to be. to be ahvay11, 
1·eady. To gang at ony moment, to go at any moment. Verse 7: The 
soun'ing of His footfa', the sou11ding of His footfall. Ilk ane, eve1·y one. 
Wha listens nae, wlto now listens. That we may a' gang, that we may all go. 

WILLIAM TENKANT, 

Of F1·eehold, New Je1·sey, 1705-1777. 

AN OLD STORY RETOLD. 

Dr:RI!\G the glorious days which closed the eighteenth century, 
when the Church of God was served so faithfully by great and 
gracious men both in Great Britain and America-few ministers 
were more illus.trious than he whose name heads this paper. 

His father was an Episcopalian clergyman in Ireland, who 
emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1718 with his wife, daughter and 
four sons, the second of whom, William, was the subject of this 
remarkable story. 

When Yery young he was converted to God, and soon after 
determined to de,·ote himself to the ministry, for which he com
menced to study under the direction of his eldest brother, Rev. 
Gilbert Tennant, the pastor of a Presbyterian Church in Phila
delphia. 

Close application, ere long, affected his health ; symptoms of 
dedine manifested thernsel ves, and he became so depressed as to 
entertain doubts of his call by grace and his final happiness. The 
aid of a young medical man, who was tenderly attached to him, 
was therefore secured. 

One morning, while conversing with his brother on the state of 
his soul, he became greatly excited, swooned away, and to all 
appearance died. He was, therefore, laid out for burial, the day of 
his interment being fixed. 

On the previous evening, his doctor, who had been absent, 
returned. Learning that a slight tremor had been observed in the 
region of the heart of the supposed corpse, he was much concerned, 
and having held his hand in warm water to render it seooitive, he 
affirmed, after a careful examination, that life was not extinct. The 
fw1eral was, of course, postponed, and for two whole days the 
usual means were adopted to recover suspended vitality, but 
apparently in min. 
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Hope was now abandoned by all save himself, and the funeral 
was appointed for the following da.y. It arrived; the doctor still 
pleading for delay. Fifteen minutes were ultimately granted 
which had almost expired, when the body groaned, opened its eyes'. 
and once more subsided into apparent death. Yigorous efforts were 
again made for its resuscitation, which were crowned with success, 
to the wonder and joy of all concerned. 

In twelve months, his health was re-established, though it was 
painfully evident that, in some essential respects, he was greatly 
changed. 

One Sunday, he was alone with his sister, who was reading the 
Word of God. He appeared interested, and she informed him how 
she was engaged. "The Bible," he exclaimed; "I do not know 
what you mean." It then transpired that his whole former life was 
a blank to him, and that he was as ignorant as an untaught child. 

His education was, therefore, recommenced. So rapid was his 
progress, that before long he was able once more to study Latin 
under his brother's tuition. One day, when translating Cornelius 
Nepos, he started as if hurt, and after a pause exclaimed that he 
recollected reading the passage before. 

From that time, his mental vigour gradually returned. His 
personal consciousness was restored. His memory of his past life 
revived, and he was again able to speak fluently in Latin. It also 
appears that his religion was renewed, and his soul received into 
close and abiding communion with God. 

This event excited widespread attention and afforded matter of 
serious contemplation not only to devout Christians, but furnisb.ed 
a subject of deep investigation to many of the physiologists and 
psycologists of that day. 

His own account of what occurred was as remarkable as the 
actual incidents. He related that while conversing with his brother 
on the state of his soul, he found himself in an instant in another 
state of existence, under the guidance of a celestial being, by whose 
direction he proceeded till he beheld at a distance an ineffable 
glory, around which an innumerable host of happy beings were 
engaged in worship. He heard with unspeakable rapture their 
glad strains of holy song; and requested his conductor that he 
might join them. This, however, he was told, could not yet be 
allowed, as it was needful that he should return to the earth. 
Immediately the vision left him, and he found himself in the 
presence of his brother and the physician, at the moment in which 
his consciousness first returned ; and it was the shock of realising 
that his spirit had indeed been recalled to this world of sorrow 
which caused him again to faint in the way related. The time 
during which he was unconscious seemed to have been no longer 
than a few minutes. 

Readers are left to their own reflections on this extraordinary 
occurrence. The facts stated are unquestionable ; * and the future 

* Our account is a.bridged from two Ar-t;.iole~ in tbe Juue and July numbers 
of the" Evangelica.1 Magazine•· for 1807. Of this. our uncle, Joh? Styles, I >.D., 
was at that time ono of the Managers. and we have rea~on to iJeileve that the 
emanated from his facile pen. 
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life of this distinguished man fully warrants the l'l'-telling of his 
singular story. -

In October, 1733, he was ordained to the patStorato of the Ulrnrd1 
·which he faithfully served for forty-four years. He died, belm·ed 
and regretted, in his seYenty-second year ; a11d to this day his bones 
lie beneath the chapel i1~ which he preached, and his monument 
still records his resting place. 

The order of his mind seems, like those of t:<amuel Pearce, of 
Birmingham, and Joseph Swain, of Walworth, to haYe been pre
eminently seraphic ; and he was favoured with a measure of close 
and rapturous communion with God, experienced by but few of thr 
saints on this side of heaven. It is of him that Austin Phelps-in 
his admirable book " The Still Hour "-relates that "once when 
engaged in secret devotion, so overpowering was the revelation of 
God which opened upon his soul, an_d with such augmenting 
intensity of effulgence as he prayed, that at length he reeoiled from 
the intolerable joy as from pain, and besought the Lord to withhold 
from him further manifestations of his glory." This preceded a 
preaching engagement-and the sermon which followed is stated 
~o haYe been very extraordinary. · • 

:.\fany anecdotes of his tenderness as a preacher,' his unreserved 
faithfulness in rebuking sin, and his sedulous regard for the negro 
sla,-es who "-ere o"71ed by men of wealth, both Christian and 
otherwise, are recorded. "In season and out of season," he was 
always vigilant as his 3Jaster's servant. 

One story shall close our paper. George Whitefield, not long 
before his death, and William Tennant dined together at a gentle
man's house in New Jersey, many other ministers being present. 
In the afternoon the difficulties and discouragements of the Chris
tian ministry engaged their conversation ; and many gloomy things 
were said. Even the lion-hearted evangelist confessed that so 
weary was he of the burden of a work which, after all, too often 
seemed to avail so little, that he rejoiced to think that his day of 
service would ere long close, when he should depart to be .. wit? 
Chl'ist. All the rest assented but one, who remained silent as 1£ 
not sympathising with the remark. Observing this, Whitefield, 
laying his hand on his knee, challenged his " brother Tennant " for 
his opinion, as " the oldest man present." 

"No, sir,'' was his reply, "it is no pleasure to me that my time 
is so near at hand, and if you knew your duty it would be none to 
you. I have nothing to do with death. My business is to live as 
long as I can, as well as I can, and to serve my Master as faithfully 
as I can, until He shall think proper to call me home." 

We recall that Whitefield" was taken to Emmanuel's bosom on 
September 30th, 1770," and that Tennant "entered into his Master's 
joy," on March 8th, 1777. In the light of the Homeland they have 
long seen eye to eye. 

"BLESSED 1s THE PEOPLE that know the joyful sound.'' What 
God ordain.~ He owns. Happy are they to whom nothing- is SO 
acc,eptable as plain and savoury Gospel preaching.-Rufus. 
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We regret· that by an unfortunate misunderstanding the wrong 
illustration was inserted in our last issue aboYe the article '' A 
Meditation on Romans viii. 28." The above is the design that 
should have appeared. Please compare this with the article on 
pageU5. 

AFTER THE SERMON. 

Sweet the words which have been spoken, 
. Of salvation full and free : 

But my so1il · desires a token 
Of he1· inte1·est in Thee. 

Lord bestow it, 
And the glory Thine shall be !-Rnfus. 

No NEw CAUT::l. "l\Jake a new cart'' (1 Sam. Yi. 7). "They 
set the ark of, God upon a new cart" (2 Sam. vi. 3). " The 
!ollowers of our all-conquering Captain know no defeat, but rejoice 
m grand achiev£1ments and spl@did triumphs. We meet all 
opposing forces with the Gospel of the grace of God. \Ve intro
duce no ' new cm·ts ' but stand with the sword of the Spirit and 
the shield of faith."-P1'esident Thomas Jones. 



15U 

JUSTIFICATION. 
A 8e1•,no11 delii•ered ?n Lo1vi:s-day Moniing, Decernber 17th, 1854, at the 

Baptist Chapel, Stoke Ash.-(Concluded.) 

BY CHARLES HILL. 
"Them He also justined."-Rom. viii. 30, 

"The conquest Jesus won o'er Satan, sin and hell, 
With all the wonders He hath done His saints shall sing and toll."· 

ON this delightful theme we love to expatiate, and to contemplate 
the immortal honours which have accrued to Him as the result of 
His matchless victory on earth. 

Perfection stamps the entire mediatorial work of the great 
Christ of God. 

Had His labours not availed to the total removal of sin ; had 
the slightest flaw or imperfection stained His work; or had one of 
the demands of God or His law been passed by unnoticed and un
fulfilled, He had ne,·er left the cold, damp grave, or shaken the dews 
of death away in honour and in victory. But in spite or seals and 
soldiers, the watching and the fears of guilty men, His word and 
promise must be fulfilled. He arose, and by His resurrection pro
claimed the completeness of His work, the triumph of His love, the 
virtue of His atoning sacrifice, and the destruction of sin and Satan's 
empire; heaven's approval and satisfaction with His deeds, and 
the earnest of His people's full and final justification from all things 
from which the:, could not have been liberated in any other way. 
He left His weakness on the cross, and His dishonour in the grave. 
His humiliation and His sufferings terminated with the tomb. The 
hour of His eclipse was past, and in majesty, power and righteous
ness He rose like the sun to scatter the dark clouds away, to manifest 
Himself in His own light as mighty to save to the uttermost all that 
come unto God b:r Him. 

He then ascended into Heaven to claim glory and honour, 
to take possession of His throne, to conduct the state affairs of 
His kingdom, to conquer His people by His love, to make the wrath 
of men and devils advance His praise, to see His seed, for whom He 
travailed in soul agony, brought into spiritual life, educated in 
heavenly wisdom and gospel mysteries, defended by Himself and 
His angeli~ guards through their earthly pilgrimage, supported 
and supplied with every needed grace, and, finally, to be gather~d 
out of their graves with their dew, as the dew of herbs, dressed m 
immortality and righteousness, and publicly declared by Him. to 
be by heaven, earth and hell, b_;r God, by men and by devils, 
altogether fair, without spot, blemish, wrinkle, or any such 
thing. 

Such, brethren, if the Bible is true, is the manner in which our 
.Justification was accomplished. "He was delivered for our offences 
and raised again for onr Justification.'' Who dares to deny this? 
~one here, I hope-for those that despise the way of God's salva
tion shall fall and perish; while those who love it and seek it shall 
prosper and live, both here and hereafter. 

In conclusivn, we will notice the PRACTICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL 
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RBSULTS OF ,JUSTIFICATION by the free and gracious imputation of 
our 8aviour's righteousness, without money, and without price. 

Personal and practical holinesf5. Not unfrequently are the 
lovers of the great and distinguishing doctrines of grace charged 
with being licentious, totally indiffr,rent to moral obligations, law
less and reckless beings, and unconcerned about the advancement 
of the Redeemer's kingdom in the earth, and the spiritual welfare 
and interests of others, and satisfied with the belief that they them
selves are elected and saved, it matters not how they live or what 
they do ; all will be right at last. But is this true? Can it be in 
any way sustained? We deny it, and hurl it back with contempt 
on those that make it, regarding it as a charge worthy only of its 
promulgators. God forbid that we should sin that grace may 
abound ; or that we should make a profession of Divine truth a 
covering garment for iniquity. We are conscious of many faults 
and many imperfections; but, nevertheless, we would venture to 
measure ourselves and our doings with those who profess so loudly 
the possession of universal charity, and the delusive dogma of uni
versal redemption ; nor do we fear regarding the test. 

Who is it thread their way through dirty roads and lanes in 
wintry evenings to carry the testimony of truth into the villages 
around them? Is it the adrncates of a system of universal salva
tion? You know that it is not. See if their Churches are more 
peaceful and prosperous, with all their mixing up. And are their 
labour,.s nt"ore sanctioned and owned of-God- than ours? fa their 
declamation and bitterness against the sovereignty and t~th of 
God an evidence of their spirit of universal love? If it. is, from 
all such, the good Lord deliver us. No, brethren, of this be 
assured, that if there is one more than another that wishes to spend, 
and be spent, in the service of God, that earnestly prays for and 
desires the welfare of Zion, and the salvation of souls, that would 
rejoice in the spread of the gospel, and in the spiritual and moral 
advancement of all peoples and nations, it is the man who has felt 
the sanctifying power of Divine love, who laments his own un
worthiness, whose daily prayer is, " Keep me from evil that it may 
not grieve me," and who receives and rejoices in that salvation that 
saves him as much from himself as from his sins, without respect 
to anything that he is, or has, and may do ; a salvation that reveals 
~nd _exhibits divine and uncontrolled sovereignty connected with 
Justice and mercy in the redemption of a guilty, helpless and 
hell-deserving sinner. 

Peace is an experimental result that flows from justification. 
"Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." Peace is a blessing of no small moment ; 
for just as war and discord are a bane and a curse ; so, in propor
~ion, is peace a privilege and a favour. We are now as men suffer
mg from the t>ffects of war;•:':• and the curse is written in the 
soldier's death, the mother's tears, the widow's grief, and the 
orphan's destitution ; whilst the blessedness of national peace 1s 

• The Crimean War commeuoeu Ma.roh 27th. 1854. 
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l:)hown in the Hourishing commerce, and the social and intellectual 
advancenwnt of the masses. 

How rnluable is peace in the family! There is no happiness 
without it; no comfort in its absence. 

So also in the Church of Jesus: peace is the greatest blessing 
it can possess ; without it there is no real prosperity, no com
mingling of spirit, no interchange of brotherly love, no reciprocity 
of Christian srmpathy, and no real and substantial communion 
among the saints. 

But who can tell the worth of peace of conscience before Goel r 
1iyriads of diamonds were dross in comparison, and the wealth 
and glorv of the world but as the small dust of the balance. To 
kno,~; th~t all is right between God and the soul, for life and death, 
and for judgment and eternity ; to be able to rest simply and con
fidently upon heaven's throne, to leave all matters to the ruling 
and OYcr-rnling wisdom and power of a heavenly Father, and 
cheerfully say "Thy will be done," is to possess a peace that 
passeth understanding, and full of glory. Peace is the evidence 
of conformity to Christ the Prince of peace, the earnest of heavenly 
enjoyment, and the sure pledge of final possession. But remember 
peace is enjoyed by the saint of God only; and to him the only 
channel through which it flows is the justifying righteousness of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. No unjust sinner can have peace, for there 
is no peace to the wicked, saith my God. 

3. Access to God is another result of justification. It is an 
unspeakable mercy to the godly that they are permitted at all times, 
and under all circumstances, to make God's throne their resort. To 
whom could they go but unto Him in the times of their trial, 
temptation and sorrow ? Who else would listen to their tales of 
woe, oppression and misery? Who else could sooth their trouble? 
bosoms, redress their wrongs, relieve their wants, undertake their 
case, and successfully plead the cause of their s,mla ? A human 
arm would be too feeble, nature's resources too limited, and 
reason's wisdom too dark to afford them real comfort ; but, in the 
Lord Jehovah, they have everlasting strength; a refuge is His 
throne, and to Him they are constrained to come, to seek guidance 
in their perplexities, gracious support under their burdens, and 
God's spoken words of power and promise to still the raging of the 
storm, both within and without. But how do they approach and 
gain access to Him ? Again we turn to the blood-sprinkled paths 
of justifying favour, to find the way to the throne and to the mercy
seat. 

4. Acceptance with God is the last matter we glance at ; and 
this we can find onl v in the Lord Jesus Christ. "Ye are accepted 
in the Beloved.'' \¥ e have often tried to imagine the scene th~t 
will take place in the last great day when God shall make up His 
jewels, and call them from their dusty beds to give them the full 
inheritance of the saints in light. 

It will be the joy of our saving Lord to take the blood-washed 
and perfeetl,v justified Bride of His heart's love by the hand, 
anayed in His beauteous, bright, massive, and exquisite needle-
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work garment of righteousness, and with a Bridegroom's delight 
present her to Ilis Father God, amidst the vast assemblage of all 
who ever lived in heaven, and earth, and hell. What a spectacle 
it will he ; and what shouts will rise, when, for the sake of His 
beloved 8on, God shall pronounce her faultless, holy, and perfect 
in beautf ; and welcome her to the home and happiness and 
honour of heaven's reigning Monar('h. Oh, may we share in the 
glory of that illustrious day ! Keep, then, your eye on the fact: 
no religion is worth having that is not 15teeped in the blood and 
righteousnes8 of ou1· Lord Je1mx Christ. To Him be glory and 
praise, now and ever. Amen. 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

The Vanauw·d. ami C1·11sacler. A Chris
tian and Protestant (l\fonthly) 
Magaziue. Eu.itcd by Pastor W. H. 
Rawlings, · Farnborough, Hants. 

. Londou, A. Holness, 13, Paternoster 
How, E.C. One penny. 

THE gracious conductor of this most 
;nteresting serial evidently feels 
that " he is sot for the defence of 
the Gospel," and he and his col
leagnes are doing yeoman's service 
to the truth b~ devoting its issues 
to earnest contention "fot• the faith 
once dclivmcd to the saints." Cu1·
rent and popular errors are opposed 
in no half-hearted spirit, and Mor
monism. Spiritualis,n, Campbellism, 
or the New Theology, and the errors 
and devices of Ritualists and Roman
ist are exposed and refuted in a way 
that cannot fail to be helpful to all 
religious reriders, whatever their 
creed OL' denomination. Space is 
also found for evangelical articles 
of more than ordinary interest and 
value by writers of ability. Alto
gether we unhesitatingly commend 
it as certain to be serviceable to all 
who would serve the Lord Jesus 
intelligently :111d successfully, and 
to whom, therefore, it is a matter of 
urgency to be au coiirant with the 
practices and principles of the ene
mies of God and His truth in these 
solemn times. We therefore venture 
to assure our brother of our hearty 
desires that he and his labours mav 
be owned and blessed of " the Lord 
of hoaveu and earth," and advise our 
friends to order their bookseller to 
furnish them with its monthlv num
bers, at least to the end of the 
Year. 

. The Austi·alian Pat•ticulm· Baptist 
· Maaazine. 
Ta1s -in the hands of our brother, 

Pastor F. Fullard-is fully as in
teresting and instructive as in the 
days that arc past. The Editor him
f'elf has a facile pen, and his articles, 
while doctrinally sound and clear, 
are redolent of the experimental 
unction and savour withont which 
all such compositions are dry and 
insipid to God's t.rue and tried chil
dren. That there are but few such 
in this distant part of the world is 
generally allowed. May this monthly 
messenger minister grace to many, 
and aid them to give bold testimony 
to the truths we love, is our affec
tionate and earnest desire. 
Our Magazine. Price Ono Halfpennv. 

Issued in the Interests of the Strict 
Baptist Sunday School, Penrose 
Street, Walworth, and to be ob
tained of E. S. Holmes, 16, New 
Street, Kennington,- S.E. 

THIS is a living and lively monthly 
brochure o~ eight pages which, 
though nomrnally sold, is evidently 
meant for free circulation in the 
locality of the Sunday School so long 
ancl so well maintained by members 
of the Church at the Surrey Taber
nacle, with 1Ir. John Green as their 
devoted superintendent. It is a 
neighbourhood in which such an in
stitution is greatly needed, and 
which cannot fail, with God's bles
sing, to effect great social, moral 
and religious good. It is said that 
persons who ride bicyles must either 
keep going on or fall off, and these 
pages express the determination of 
our clerir friends to keep on the go
to the glory of God. Perhaps the 
articles might be a little more popu
lar and enticing, but sound and good 
magazine matter is not easy to ob
tain, and the majority of the articles 
a1·e above the average. We thank 



'l'HI~ EARTHEN VESSEL 

our brother Stockwell for forwarding 
us "Onr Magazine," and heartily 
wish him and his colleagues "well 
in the name of the Lord." 
A Pl"imei· of F1·ee Chm·ch History, by 

A. Johnson Evans, M.A., London. 
H. R. Allenson, Ltd., Racquet 
Court, Fleet Street, E.C. Sixpence 
net. 

THIS is one of" the sixpenny series" 
issued by this enterprising fil·m. It 
attempts in the compass of 139 pages 
to give an epitome of Nonconformist 
history in Great Britain from the 
reign of Elizabeth to the present 
day. It is, of course, very much 
compressed and condensed~ so much 
so, indeed, that we fear its brevity 
will be a hindrance to readers 
to whom the "o'er true tale " 
that it tells is altogether un
known. Still many such will find it 
of interest, and if so will be sure to 
seek further and fuller· information 
elsewhere. It will be of rare use 
also to others who have studied the 
subject by helping to recall and 
clarify their previous knowledge. 
We wish that the book was in the 
hands of all our thoughtful young 
people. 
Notes by the Way whiie Travelling 

Through the Wiiderness. By R. 
Wilson. Cloth, gilt sides, ls., post 
free. Published by the Author, 
Howgill Lodge, 51, Part Street, 
Southport, Lancashire. 

THIS is the drollest religious book 
we ever read ; more so even than the 
autobiographies of our deceased 
brethren, John Dixon and J. Flory. 
The writer, who has lived all his life 
in the North-West Riding of York
shire or its neighbourhood, was a 
purveyor of milk, which "he made 
conscience" of supplying free from 
"all adulteration of every descrip
tion," and he claims our admiration 
for "dear old Dolly," "that ancient 
looking quadruped, the dairy cow," 
with whose portrait he presents us 
from a somewhat primitive wood
block. His pages, however, are 
mainly devoted to his personal his
tory, and how he spent his childhood 
and youth; how he married "a 
neighbouring farmer's youngest 
daughter," who "was a most vir
tuous, frugal, industrious woman ; " 
how they had many trials both in 
the family and in their business ; 
how this amiable lady was taken from 
him by death ; how he was after
wards advised to marry a widow, to 
whom he engaged himself somewhat 

rashly, and who "brought a breach 
of promise against him " when he 
sought to back out of the affair, but 
was induced to accept a sum of 
money in compensation for het• 
wrongs, which he paid to escape an 
assize t1·ial; and finally how he was 
able to build himself a very co1t1-
modious house at Mossley Hill-are 
all told with a naivete and simplicity 
which command a reader's attentio11 
and respect. 

The good old gentleman also fur
nishes an account of the Lord's deal
ings with his soul, which few true 
Christians will deem unedifying, and 
which we confess has in places 
touched our own heart. In a word, 
while we have at times laughed at 
his quaintness and his curious way 
of looking at things, we could not 
deny that hero and there al"e pas
sages of real power. Altogether in 
these "Notes" of the life and ex
perience of a plain, honest and hard
working, but not always very wise 
man, we mar see how the Lord 

·•o,·errulesall mortal lbings 
And mano.geq onr men.n affa.irs. 

On bumble •ouls the King of kin!!• 
Bestows His counsels and Ilis cares.'' 

Readers who are induced to ex
pend a shilling on this little volume 
will not, we are sure, regret the 
investment. 
Memoir of Ebenezer Wilmshurst. 

Cloth, ls. 6d. ; leather gilt, 2s. 6d.; 
postage, 3d. extra. Farncomhe 
and Son, 30, Imperial Buildings, 
Ludgate Circus, E.C. 1908. 

THE subject of this memoir will he 
chiefiv remembered by his interest
ing and useful books for children, 
" The Morte Stone," "The Sack and 
Its Treasure," &c. He was par
ticularly gifted, too, in the art of 
addressing eh ildren 's gatherings, 
and the perusal of the sermons and 
addresses at the end of this book 
show that he was an all-round 
preacher. There are quaint and 
homely similes which are very tell
ing, and, in the sermon on '' The 
Potter" there are some singular~y 
beautiful analogies. We commend this 
book; it is very neatly bound. There 
is a good portrait, and the writer of 
the Memoir has, very wisely, given 
us as much as was possible in the 
space at command of Mr. Wilms
hurst's own words. Thereby '' he 
being dead yet speaketh," and we 
are enabled to appreciate more fullr, 
" what manner of man he was. 
-F.J.D. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

OHESHAM. 
THE fi.ret anniversary of the pastorate 
of Mr. F. Fells wae held on Eaeter 
Tuesday, when Mr. E. Mitchell preaohed 
a sermon, whioh wae mooh enjoyed 'by 
thn good oompany assembled, from 
2 Oor. iv. 7. A lar,re number partook 
of tea. The evening meeting was pre 
sided over by Mr. H. Adame, of High
bory, The Chairman expreeAed the 
great pleasure he felt to be once morl' 
with the friends at Townfi.eld Chapel. 
He had been for several year•, and wa• 
glad to preside at the anniversary of 
their present Pastor, who was formerly 
hi• own Pastor. 

The Church Secretary read the follow
ing Report :-

" The history of the Church during 
the past year may be summed up in one 
word-progrea•. Since the settlement 
of the Pastor a year ago, every step had 
been forward, and we believe that 
there are not wanting those signs which 
prove that w·e have been divinely 
guided. There is an increa•e in the 
re,rular services on Lord's Day, and 
thie despite the fa.ot that the position 
of the chapel makes it well-nigh im
possible for any but the natives to find 
it. The prayer meetings are seasons of 
real power and blessing, and lead UR to 
believe that the beat is yet to be. The 
mid-week preirching service, inatibuted 
by the Pastor, is fa.et becoming a centre 
point for Christian workers of all creed•, 
and on every hand one hears testimony 
of blessing recei~ed. The work among 
the young is being :maintained and 
bleeeed, and we believe that among the 
eixty scholars in our school there are 
many young dieciplee. We recognise 
the good hand of God in providing all 
that hae been neceaeary in carrying on 
the work. When a year ago we launched 
forth, there were not wanting thoee who 
'made mock at the mad little craft,' 
and epoke of rocke, and eandbanke, and 
many other thinge that never happened. 
but we eought fi.ret the kingdom of God 
and Hie righteoueneee, and all other 
things came rolling in. 
. "The angel of death hae been busy 
ID our midst, and on nine ocoaeiona the 
Pastor hae oommitted to the grave those 
who in some way have been connected 
With this Church, but the fallinl!' ranks 
have been renewed. and if we miss the 
faces of those who have borne the bur
den and heat of the day, we welcome 
those whose presence speaks of life and 
hope and a bright to-morrow. and who 
realised in the words of the late 0. H. 
~purgeon • that there is a lot of work to 
de done, and that we are the boye to 

0 it.' 
"On three occasions the Pastor has 

had the joy of !eliding young people 
through ttle waters of baptism. 

" It is doubtful whether dnrinir the 
ninety years of ite existence the little 
CJtiurch hae ever been better known or 
more appreciated than it ie to-day. 

"Such, in a few brief sentence•, ie the 
record of the paet; the future is kindly 
veiled, bot we go forward with confi.
,lence, believing that continued loyalty 
to troth and to each other will bring 
op clonde of meroy, which shall break 
in bleeainl!' on our heads, and that the 
things which have been shall be ama.ll 
when compa.red with the things tha.t 
are to come." Addressee appropriate to 
the occasion were given by Messrs. 
Wood, E&•ter, Seara, Mitchell, Colla &Dd 
Flegg, The collections were over £17, 

WANDSWORTH COMMON (CHAT
HAM ROAD).-The 13th anniversary of 
the opening of the above place of wor
ship was celebrated on Easter Sunday 
and Mond&y, when a good number 
aasem bled on each occasion to hear the 
gospel of the grace of God. Our es
teemed Brother Beecher was the preach· 
er on Sonday, and was heard 1to much 
prcfi.t. It was on Easter Monday that 
the larire•t iratherinirs met to hear Pas
tor J.E. Flegir and Pastor J. E. Hazel
ton, and we are sure that their anticipa
tions were fully realised as their Lord 
and Saviour was extolled. Ta.king for 
hie text in the afternoon Acts i. 11, our 
Brother Flegg dwelt more especially on 
the words: "Thie same Jeana," which 
he said gave him a real, deep joy, 
because of the connection in which the 
words were found. " Thie same J esua" 
is coming again, sudden and unexpected; 
the influence of thia anticipation on the 
believer's life was also dealt with. In 
the evening Pastor J. E. Hazelton took 
for hie text Judges xvi. 3,and expo anded 
it in the light of Samson being a type of 
Christ, He said the Old and New Testa
ments constitute one Book, which we 
must not divide, Underlying the Old 
'featament history is the mystery of 
Christ and Hie Church. Samson was a 
saviour, raised up for the temporal de
liverance of Israel. Our great Samson, 
J eaua, was raised op for the eternal and 
spiritual deliverance of all the Israel of 
grace. The numbers at tea were not 
so large as previously, but the collec
tions were good. For all Thy meroiee, 
Lord, we thank Thee. H. R. M. 

NEW CROSS ROAD (ZION).-The 
Teachers' and Bible-olaeaea' •·social" was 
held on March 30th, when about 150 
were present, and a very enjoyable 
evening was spent. Mias Gertrude 
Crush was the reoipient of a handsome 
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India paper Bible and a Moroooo writ
ing--oase, presented to her by Pastor J. 
Bush as tuken, of love and esteem from 
her fellow-teaohu.•, and a Swan foun
tain pen, handed to her by Mr. T. G. 
C. Armstrong, from the committee of 
the Band ot Hope, as an aoknowledg
ment of two yearo' service as minute 
seoreta.ry. On the following Snnday 
afternoon, at the meeting of th3 United 
Bible Classea, Mr. Syaney Crush was 
presented by the Pastor with a silver 
inkstand, from the Y.M B.C., or which 
he had been ~ecretary for several years. 
Prayer was offered by Mes•r•. T. G. C. 
Armstrong(Superintendent), F.J.Catoh
pole_ (Lea~er Y.M.3.C.), anrt J. Driver, 
closmg with the hymn, •·God be with 
you till we meet again," and prayer by 
Pastor J. Bush. On Thursday, about 
twenty friends escorted ,Mrs., Miss G. 
and Mr. S Crush to Euston Station, en 
r0tite for Glasgow. 

THE STRICT BAPTIST MISSION, 
THE HALF-YEARLY MEETING. 

"THE most successful of Half-yearly 
Meetings " was probably the comment 
of the majority of friends present at 
Hill-street on Tnesday, March 31st. A 
very earnest missionary sermon in the 
afternoon, speeches in the evening 
which deepened the imiiression already 
made, the introduction and experience 
of our new missionary, large congrega
tions and generous collections, fully 
justified the opinion. 

Gatherings like these, drawn neither 
by a prospect of controversy nor by 
news of disaster, are indicative of grow
ing missionary feeling and express an 
interest in the progress of our Lord's 
kingdom, which is one of our most 
hopeful signs. 

Mr. TookP, taking for his text Acts 
xxviii. 28. •· Be it known therefore unto 
you tba.t the salvation of God is sent 
nnto the Gentiles, and that they will 
hear it," reminded us that the salvation 
of God wa.s the supreme theme . of 
every ministry at home and abroad, 
and that it was the test by which every 
ministry must stand or fall. This sal
vation centred in the person of Christ 
Himself, and it was not merely the 
plan or the story of salvation which we 
were charg-ed with, but salvation itself 
-a salvation throbbing with Divine 
energy and power. In harmony with 
this fact, Mr. 'fooke pointed to the 
deeper meanir;g of the word "sent." 
The Gospel was sent not merely by the 
Church. but by Him who eaid, "So 
shall My word be that l!'Oeth forth out 
of My mouth." "This is the only foun
dation and hope of our missionary 
work in India. You have sent Booth, 
Morling, Brand, and we are going to 
send a lady out .soon. Is that all ? 
They are to carry the Gospel of the 
salvation of God and their message is 

~ent, directed, going somewhere by the 
direction of th~ Holy Spirit This ie a 
grand conception of missionary work 
and the greater our conception of th~ 
power and purpose of tbe Gospel the 
greater the importance ol onr work will 
appear to u•." The eucoess of this great 
sending wae assured-" they 'Will hear 
it." "God has uo failures in Hie pur
poses and no non-sucoeeeee in His 
work." The effect of all tbie upon ne 
should be to save ue from being dis~ 
couraged and to prevent any lessening 
of our activity beoau~e of apparent 
failure or because of our limitations. 
"' The L~rd will have His own '-yes, 
but He Wlll have them through the ser; 
vice, the energiee, the tears and the 
prayers of Hie servants." 

The evening meeting wail opened 
with praise, and Brethren Galley and 
Belcher read II portion of Scripture and 
offered prayer. . 

A new and interesting feature of the 
meeting was the appearance of Mias 
EU:ott on the plattor.n for a few 
minutes, when she wae welcomed and 
introdnoed to the audience by our 
President. Invited to speak, she did so 
in a few suitable wor4s, expressing her 
nnworthinelffl of the work, her inability 
to do anything without her Lord and 
her desire that our prayers might follow 
her. The statement of her call by 
grace and to foreign missionary work
so '' transparently genuine," as one 
friend has said:_was then read for her 
and received with very deep interest 
and feeling, giving occasion to the Pre
sident's remark "that all our mis
sionaries have been brought np among 
us, and we trust they will remain as 
faithful to our principles abroad a~ they 
havo been at home." 

An important aspect of mission polity 
at home, and one whioh hae not yet had 
the attention it demands, was touched 
upon by Pastor H. G. Dann, of Reading, 
in the course of his addrese, viz.,the incul
cation of missionary principles in Sun
day Schools. "May we have the wisdom 
to realise," he said, " that the children 
will soon be adults, and may they be
come missionary adulte, having the 
interests of the S.B.M. at heart." Vari
ous characteristics of a Missionary 
Church were portrayed by Pastor L. 
H. Colle. Missionary work, as the 
supreme work of the Church. was illus
trated by a story of a lighthouse-keeper 
whose reply to an enquiry whether be 
was not anxious about his safety during 
a storm was, "My anxiety is to keep 
the reflectors bright." The rnvereignty 
of God was happily referred to in its 
relation to this work. '· I believe in 
the sovereignty of God; but He is 
sovereign in the kind of instruments He 
cboses as well as in the gift of 
Hie blessings, and unless we as Churches 
are what the New Testament would 
have us be-in harmony with God and 
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Hi3 will, living eaorifi.uoa laid upon the 
altar, ready not only to t,.lk but to do
we. o~~not expect the electricity of the 
Spirit e,nower to ffaell.along our live•." 

Pastor Frank Fells gave expreaeion to 
the effect produced bv Miss Elliott'e 
statement. It had diverted the current 
of his tbongbt, and, instead of deliver• 
ing the addre.s be had prepared, he 
spoke of the impressions he bad re
ceived. Referring to the infinite mercy 
of being called by grace, he said we 
sbonld not be able to rest content with• 
out going or sending to spread the 
~ame and fame of Obrist. In propor
tion to our growth in missionary 
spirit, our souls anrl onr ·· Oburobee 
woulrl be healthy. · But we muat not 
slacken in our eff"rts nor be easily di•
oouraged-a point which was effectively 
illustrated with an amusing •tory of a 
little child's persi•tency. We mnst not 
rest till India-the whole world-bad 
heard the message of the Go3pel of 
Obrist. 

At this point the President made a 
strong appe,.l for more efficient and 
regular support of the General Fund. 
Having reviewed the circnmstancee 
under which he accepted the pre•i
denoy, he showed that in constquence of 
the financial disaster we had been eo 
intent on replacing the money lost that 
the General Fund h~d been neglected. 
He then explained the itreat and unex
pected difficulties Mr. Booth had had in 
regard to the Madras Chapel site owing 
to the riee in the value of property oon
eequent upon the Bank failure, and 
also Mr. Morling's urgent nePd of a 
camping outfit in order more efficiently 
to evangelise the numerous villages 
around _Sendamang~lam. Reminding 
the aud1enoe of their pledge given at 
the _Surrey Tabernacle to support this 
forward movement;1ie'earnestly urged 
the Churches, now that God had opened 
the door, to give according to their 
several ability, in order that the Com
mittee might not ·have· to bear all the 
burden. 

Mr. Chisnall also urge<' the Cironlar 
Appeal and the accompanying promis
sory forms and cash envelopes which 
~ad >ieen distributed and asked for :£300 
10 order to enable the Committee to 
carry on the work. 

We were glad to see another of our 
country Churohe• represented in the 
~erson of P .. stor John Hazelton, of St. 

eots. As he said, "there never was •o 
much interest taken in the S.B.M. 
!bronghout the Churches as there is 

0-day," a fact whioh he traced to the 
!)eputation work of our missionarie•, 
1~s!,anoing the effect of Mr. Booth's 
visit to St. Neots. 11 It is suspicion 
!~at kills," he remarked, but went on to 
i ow that the killing suspicion had 
. tself been killed. He gave an interest
lllg description of the way in whioh the 

St. N eots folk had helped at the time of 
the Bank failure, concluding with an 
~!most patbetb aooonnt of tue contri
bution of an agrioultnral la.boarer's 
wido.v who brought a collecting box 
containing over 7•. 

Pastor R. E. Sears, who, in spite of 
bis recent accident, said he felt very 
young, proved it by an entbuaia.atio 
speech, the burden of which wa.s " Keep 
your lower lights burning." On our 
coa.sts there was a. higher and a. lower 
light by which, when seen in proper 
conjnnotion, a 011,ptain could •afely 
•teer into harbour; but if the lower 
light wa.s extinguished the veesel would 
be in danger of founcfering. Onr Lord 
wa.• "the Light of the world "-the 
kigher Ligbt-and could never be 
t!xtiogn:isbed; but He aa.id to Hia 
Oburcb, "Ye a.re the light of tbe 
world "-the lowor light. Let us see 
that the lower !igbt was ever shining 
by abiding in fellowship with Him. 
Mr. Sears made an earnest appeal to 
young men for boly enthusiasm in the 
missionary cause, saying, "What enthu
siasm our young men show on the 
football field l I feel that the Master 
deserves more enthusiasm than foot
ball," and conclnded with an a.ppea.l to 
the Church: •· For the Sa.viour's sake, 
for the Church's sake, for your own 
sake, for the hea.then's sake, keep the 
lower lights burning." 

Praise was offered and the mAeting 
closed with the Benediction by Pastor 
Thomas Jones. 

There were between 300 and -100 
pre•ent in the·afternoon and upwards 
of 500 in the evening. The .collections 
a.mounted to :£60 9s. 2d ., collection at 
tea :£5 10a. 6d., sale,of literature 16~. ()½d. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
M.A.S.B.C. 

A CONFERENCE of Sunday School 
worker• was held on Ma.rob 17th a.t 
"Zion." Ma.yna.rci-road, Walthamstow, 
when Pastor E. Rose presided. Mr. J.P. 
Goodenough read ,. Paper on" Religious 
Red Tape, or the Danger of Officialism 
in Religion," the subject being well 
worked out, giving good sound advice 
to our workers. 

Another Conference was held on the 
20th at II Salem," Richmond. Mr. W. 
Fromow ooonpied the cha.ir. Pastor 
E. Rose then read a very instructive 
Paper on "Sug11ested Help• for Secur
ing Atteation." Among the many 
points dealt with was the need for a 
quiet and reverent atmosphere at the 
commencement of school, that teachers 
should be in their pla.oes at the opening; 
also to be of real good we moat gain 
the affections of our scholars, not 
omitting the need of coming folly pre
pared with the lesson, giving plenty of 
room for improvement both in superin
tendent and teacher. 
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ZION, NEW CROSS ROAU, S.E. 
THE third anniversary of Mr. J. Bu•h' l" 
pa,torate was oelebrat£d on April ·7th 
1908 . 

. In the afternoon a thanksgiving; ser 
v10e wa• held. Pastor J. Bush presiding 
and severRl brethren offering prayer. 
At 4 p.m. Pastor H. T. Chilvers preached 
to a I nil congregation from Eph. i. 6, 
"AooeJJted in the Beloved." 

He noticed how it was the apostles' 
delight to take his flight into the high
est regions. 

Where is the Beloved in whom we 
have acceptance 1 At the right hand of 
God the Father, in heaven. We do not 
realise the fuln€Bs of the redemption we 
hllve in Him! 

It would have been muvellous grace 
on the part of God if He had taken us 
back to the place from whence we had 
fallen, to that primitive position where 
Adam walked and talked with God. 
But that was not high enough for the· 
God of all grace to place us in a position 
from whence we might fall again. 
Wonderful if He had JJlaced us among 
the angels, but that is not hill"h enough 
~eyond Gabriel and the angel host I It 
1s not recorded that their names are 
borne upon the breast of the Redeemer 
or written on the palms of His hands I 
The great end of the death and resur
rection of the Lord Jesus wae that we 
might be .. accepted in the Beloved." 
•· Behold what manner of love the 
Father has bestowed upon us that we 
should he called the sons of God." 

"'As He is so He we in the world." He 
oocuJJies a position of dignity and power 
and is thPre for us. above all prinoipali~ 
ties; for He has defeated all His foes. 
Our standing is in Christ Jesus in the 
heavenlies. We are not at home here 
but we dwell on high I HiR position is 
establi•hed by and on sacrifice, and our 
faith finds it• stantl.ing on the finished 
work of the Lord Jesus. His position 
is one of prevailing intercession. "He 
ever liveth to make intercession for all 
who come unto God by Him," and this 
i• the way we would come. "Chosen in 
Him hefore the foundation of the 
world" has often been made 11, stum
bling blnck by yonng seekers after Him. 
How do I know I was chosen in Him 1 
Because I have chosen Him for myself. 
Are you coming to the Lord Jesu•l If 
so, you will afterward• read, "All that 
the Father giveth to Me shall come to 
Me." His choice is not established on 
mine, but mine on His. We have re
demption throuf!h His blood. All Olll' 
spiritual .A.aron, He bears the judgment 
of His children, and al•o the iniquities 
of their holy things. God has raised up 
now to heights almost divine, but by
and-bye we shall enter that blessed 
state and be for ever with the Lord! 

Tea and public meeti11g followed, 
when the chapel was again well filled. 
Mr, T. Daynea Wood presided and read 

I Cor. xiii., and prayer was offered by 
Mr. Waters. Letters of congratulation 
and regret at enforced absence were 
read by Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong (0huroh 
Secretary), who also gave a brief ac
count of the year'e work, which had 
been one of peace and prosperity and 
ohare.oterieed by the love spoken of in 
the chapter read. All the institutions 
in connection with the Church were in 
active operation. An eight day's mis
sion for young people, under the Preai.,. 
dency of the Pastor. and addresses by 
Pastor H. J. Galley (_West Ham), had 
beell succesarully earned out, with the 
result that ten Sunday scholars had 
be;in baptised. Through the kindness 
of Brother F. J. Catchpole, a new mi&• 
sion station had been qpened and a band 
of earnest workers engaged in thie good 
work. 

Paetor W. H. Rose (Highbury) epoke 
from the words.'" There was a 'ine.n sent 
from ~od whose name we.a 'Jol;tn" 
(John 1. 6). • ·· 

All prophets, evangelists, teacher~ 
and pastors must be sent. fr.o,i;g..', God if 
they _are to do His worl!:. ''. ;rphn the 
Ba.pt1st was sent to bear witrieas, The 
judge asks the wit,nesa tQ :Speak' of that 
which he knows and sees.:' n·a.minister 
has been to J eaus 0he w'il~ overflow with 
Jove and show it in his ministry. A 
proof of a man peing sent from· God is 
that he .is u,sed to espouse 'souls to 
Christ. , · 

Mr. Thomas Carr spoke cif his ac
quaintance for sixty year~ :with the 
llhurch and Pastora who had laboured 
there, · , 

.Mr. Bush was not only a miµister but 
a Pastor in very deed. " M~nisterinf! 
the gospel of God"' we.ii the work of 
the Pastor and it was a glorious gospel 
in its ori(!'in, purpose, and results~ 

Pastor H .. T. 0hilvera spoke from the 
wor!la "I will go before thee," which 
whqe true of every believer, we.a more 
pe.rt1cula.rly true of every minister of 
the gospel. God takes the leadership, 
exercises patience and bears the respon• 
aibility. There inust be willingness to 
follow ; to be led by another ; a full 
surrender of oneself ; faithful obedi
ence and a irlorious ending. 

Pastor E. White (Woolwioh) spoke on 
the secret of a sucoeeaful ministry, and 
gave a triple acrostic on the name of 
the brother they delighted to honour. 

Brings sinners to Christ. 
Brings out thin(!'& new and old, 
Brings glory to God. 
Union with believers and God. 
Union with the Church. 
Union in the 0hurch. 
Salvation, his theme. 
Spirit, his power, 
Sanctification, his aim. 
Humility, his ohe.raoter. 
Happiness, hie desire. 
Heaven, his home. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 159 

Paktor. J, B11eh said all the praise for 
the smioees· of hie ministry was due to 
the great ,. Head of the Uhurob, The 
Jove of and.Jove to the Lo,d Jesus wae 
manifest in their midst and, therefore, 
there wae not a jarring note in all the 
work oarried on. God was still in their 
midst and blea.~ing them abundantly. 
During-the year forty bad bePn bavti,ed 
and for,ty,five ~eoeived into ,fellowship, 
making a -total of 112 since he entered 
uvon the pastorate. He proposed a 
hearty vote or thanks to the Chairman, 
the speakers, and the ladies for minister· 
ing to. tbeir1 temporal wan ta- at the tea 
tables. This was seconded by Mr, Arm
strong and unanimouRly accorded. The 
collections. realised £10 13d; 6d. 

BETHERSDEN. - Interesting ser
vices, profitable alike to oM and young, 
were h1ild on Good Friday, in.connection 
with oar Sunday School ft,nnivereary. 
At two o'clock the chapel was we) 
filled. The Pastor presided in the un
avoidable absence or the anticipated 
Chairman, Mr. H.J. Walter, through in
fluenza. Mr. Walter', letter explaining 
bis absence was read, and bis hearty 
words of goodwi11 and encouragement 
for teacher and taught was a stimulus 
to Ghe-meeting •.. TwentJ-three recita
tions wer11 creditably rendered by the 
scholar•. intereperfed by bymnP from 
"The Youn!!' Piiople'• Mission Hymn 
Book." Mr. Knigbte, of Folkestone. gave 
a deeplyinterP•ting address on the idola
try of the, Papacy, illustrated with 
object lessons which the yQungeet could 
understand. A gospel address wa• 
given by our Brother Jarvie, Pastor of 
Smarden. Tea followed, and ready 
he_lpers made the large company of 
friends ,tborouf;l'bly at home. The 
chapel Wad again well filled for 
the evening service, and our Pastor 
was graciously , helped to preach the 
everlasting gospel and stimulate all who 
loved the old tbeolog,:, ever new, to 
spread the glad tidiJ:lgs among the 
children. It was a day long to be re 
membered. 

CANNING TOWN. 
ON February 9th and 11th, the Sunday
eobool AnniverParv wa• favourably 
held. On the1Lord's 0Day Mr. W. Morg1m 
preached two aermons from Luke ii. 34 
'!'nd Matt. ~jj. 21, al•'> givinl,l' an address 
in the afternoon;. ;Mr, Hughe•, the late 
Su_Perintend,ent, also speaking to the 
children from l Sam. ii. 19. 

On the following Tuesday the publio 
meeting was prPsided over by Mr. David 
Catt, who read Matthew xiii. and spoke 
to teachers and scholars of the :Sower of 
~~e Seed. The report was presented by 
.w.r, David Golding, wt>ioh showed an 
average attendance of fifty children-a 
good number for so email a cause. The 
bhildren's social and spiritual needs had 

een well oared for throughout the 

year. AddreaMes were then delivered by 
Brethren B. J. Galley on" An Inspired 
Book, An Inspired Meeaage, and an 
Inspired Worker"; A. Hughes c>n '' God 
i• Love;" W. Morgan on" Patience and 
Forbearance, and the lasting effects of 
Sunday School labour;" and S. J. Taylor 
on •· Encouragement and Hope." 

During the evening the scholars 
rendered good recitations well said, and 
snng as excellently special bymne. 
Prizes for attendance and conduct were 
also distributed, including a gift book 
to lvy De.vie, a young aobolar, for her 
services as organist in the school and 
chapel services. 

Thus another Ebenezer is raieed, 
another token of help given, and another 
year of service in Jove and hope com
menced. The Lord is on our side ; 
whom and what shall we fear? 

S. J. T. 

REHOBOTH, BEDFORD ROAD, 
CLAPHAM. 

THE fifty-first anniver~ary services in 
connection with this cause ot truth 
were celebrated on the 22nd and 24th 
March. Sermons were preached on San
day by the Pa•tor (W. Waite). On Tues
nay afternoon Pastor John Bush, of New 
Croes, delivered a helpful dieconrae from 
John xvi. 33, "These thiT1ga have I 
spoken unto you that in Me ye might 
have peace; in the world ye shall have 
tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world." 

Mr . .J.M. Rundell (Surrey Tabernacle) 
presided, as usual, at the evening meet
ing. After prayer by Brother Wybrow, 
an encouraging report was read by the 
Church Secretary (Brother Arnold), 
which was followed by several addresses. 

The Chairman spoke of the blessed
ness of being- kept faithful to the troth 
of God ; Pastor Holden expounded 
Epbes. iii. 21, "Unto Him be glory in 
the Church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all age•, world without end, Amen"; 
Mr, J. P. Goode:iough drew attention to 
the two thieves mentioned in Matthew 
xxvii. 37, '' Then were there two thieve• 
crucified with Him"; Mr. H. Ackland 
took as his text Psalm lxxxi. 10, "I am 
the Lord thy God which brought thee 
out of Egypt ; open thy month wide 
and I will fill it" ; Pastor Dadswell 
reminded us that the Lord, and the Lord 
only. is" our Keeper" (Psalm oxxi. 5); 
and Paetor Waite made a few conclud
ing remarks, expressing gratitude to all 
who bad co-operated in making the 
services a eucoe•s and to God for His 
goodness to them as a Church. The 
collections (taken on Tuesday only) 
amounted to £6 la. 4½d- Several friends 
from other Churches were present, and 
a happy meeting was hrougbt to a close 
by the singing of the Doxology. 

A VISITOR. 
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Mr. E. White. or Woolwich, who was 
graciously helped in r,roch,lming the 
unsearchable tichee of Christ, to atten· 
tive congregations, which with the 
collection• were a.bout the Hme ae la.et 
year. Friends fr,,m neighbourin1t 
co.uees cheered us by their presence. 

J. P.P. 

WOOLWICH (ENON).-On March 
24th wae celebrated Pa•tor E. White's 
fourteenth ,anniversary. A eearohing 
and appropriate aermon wo.e preached 
by P .. etor R. M utimer in the afternoon 
from Neh. vii. 64, 65, a good company 
being present. The eveninll' meeting 
was predided over by Mr. T. Green, who 
read and commented on the 103rd P11&lm; 
Pastor J. Parnell apoke well on" God IB SOMERSHAM.-Speoiahervioeewere 
able to make all !{race abound toward held on Good Friday, when Pastor W. 
you"; P11,atur H.. E. Sears followed with H. Ransom preached on the healinl{ 
a stirring addre•• on Pea.Im xoi. 2, which power of J eeua. The evening meeting 
waa full of encouragement; Pa.ator C. 1 waa presided over by Mr. Death, Mr. 
West gave ntteranoe to words of aym• I G Banks read P•a.lm cxvi. and prayer 
pa.thy and cheer, and Pastor T. Jones ... ~s olfererl by Mr. T. Reynolds, 'l'he 
emphasized the Lord'• word to Moses, 1 Chairman in hie opening remarks spoke 
"l'uon sbalt make all things according of the great soldier (2 Tim. iv. 6, 7); 
to the pattern •bowed thee in tbe how he •tarted, how be finished, and 
mount." "The -ble•sing of A11;ron" 'the ·victory and' crown. Verv help(ul 
(Num. vi. 24-26) was dwelt U1,Jon by addresses werA delivere<l by Meeere. G. 
P .. etor H. Mountford who,ina.n acrostic, Bank• from Eph. ii. 13, T. Reynolds 
wished the P .. stor might enjoy the same. from l Oor, ix. 24, S. l!l, Garra.rd from 
Earne•t pr .. yer fer P .. stor and peovle John v, 39. The Pastor, W. H. R,msom, 
was offered by Mr. A. Brooks. It was a concluded with a few worde,-E. T. 0. 
good day ; coUection £12. 

NOTrING HILL GATE (BETHESDA) 
-Services 1n connection with the 34tn 
Anniversary of the Snnday School were 
held on March 15th and 19th. On the 
Lord'•-da.y, Mr. F. Grimwood preaohed 
morning and evening, and gave an 
addre81! to the children in the a.ftt:r• 
noon. On the Thursday, tea was pro
vided at 5 o'clock, abont 120 eittiug 
down to the as.me. Shortly after tea 
the pnblio meeting began, Mr. F. Grim
wood ollcupying the chair. Pra.Jer 
was offered by Mr. H. Ackland, once 
Snverintendeot of the aohool. Tb.e Re 
port re .. d by the Secretary showed 
oan•e for mnch gratitude to God : one 
from the school had been a.dd£d to the 
Church, •ixteen had obtained medals 
for regul11,r attendance, .the funds had 
been well 'maintained, and -the attend
ance at the children'• 11ervice, begun in 
the autumn a.nrl held on Thuroda.y 
evening• from 6.15 to · 7.15, had been 
good ; another 1,Jlea.sing item also wa.• 
that i,&ch tt:acher wa.s 11, member of tht: 
Church. As the service vroceeded, the 
chairm .. n •pok,; •everal encouraging 
words to both •chola.rs and teachers ; 
the Suverintendent (Mr. H. 'f. Thisel
ton) gave a ahort 11,ddress, svea.iting of 
the joy it gave him in occupying tht: 
pos1t1on that be did. _'fhe singing, r_e· 
citing, .. nd the behaviour of the chil
dren reflected much credit U.IJ0n them. 
At the c!oee, medal• and ,1,Jrize• were die
tri buted, and on lea.vrng for home a bun 
and orange to each child. l'he attend· 
anoes throughout were good, and Wt' 
hove tb"'t the services redonnded to tht: 
glory uf God. 

STEVEN AGE '(ALBERT ST&EET).
On Guod Friday special services w~re 
held in the above place of worshl!J, 
when two sermons were preached by 

NORTH ROAD, BRENTFORD. 
•raE 90th Anniversary Services of 
the Church of Christ worshipping 
here were held on Easter Monday, 
April 20th, when three sermons were 
preached. In the morning, Mr. E. 
Mitchell took for his text, "Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay " 
(Matt. xxviii. 6). He dealt with the 
text thus : 1. The title given to the 
Lord Jesus, •• The Lord " ; 2. The 
invitation given, "Come, see the 
place " &c. ; 3. A few suggestions 
t,o be 1drawn from the subject, i.e., a 
finished and completed work ; the 
debt paid and Justice satisfied. The 
resurrection of Christ has,secured 
ours. His resurrection is a pattern 
of ours. "But now Christ is risen 
from the dead, and become- the first
fruits of them that slept." 

In the afternoou our brother Mr. 
J. E. Hazelton preached from Heb. 
vii. 1 : "This Melchisede~, king o,~ 
Salem, priest of the most high God. 
He noticed Melchisedec as a man, as 
a priest and king, and as a type of 
Christ. 1. He was without descent 
or of unknown pedigree; 2. He w~s 
without father, no mention of his 
father given; 3. He was witho~t 
mother, no mention made of his 
mother ; 4. He was a kin_g-pries_t. 
He showed us bow Melch1sedec 1s 
set forth in the Word of God as a fit 
and beautiful type of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in all of these particulars. 

In the evening our own Pastor, 
Mr. R. Mutimer, preached from 
Heb. :x.ii. 27 : " And this word, yet 



once more, signifieth the removing 
of those things that are shaken, as 
of things that are made, that those 
things which cannot be shaken may 
remain," He referred to Haggai ii. 
6 7, and divided his subject into 
t~o: 1. Passing things, or things 
that can be shakon, and that will 
not remain ; 2. Permanent thi9gs, or 
things· that abide and cannot be 
shaken. 

I. The Jewish dispensation and 
all its ceremonial cannot remain, 
neither the Jewish temple nor altar. 
Aaron and his priests are gone. 
outward systems of religion are 
shaken but the truth remains. Tem
poral things may be shaken but the 
great possessions of the soul. re
main. He takes away the mmor 
that we may more fully enjoy the 
major. The bodily frame of man 
must be shaken, but the soul re
mains. Can we say," For we know 
that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a buildinO' of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens"? 
(2 Cor. v. 1). The whole systell?- of 
nature shall be shaken but the kmg
dom of Christ remains. II. The 
eternal Priesthood of Christ remains 
-" He abideth ever." The atoning 
virtue of the blood of Christ remains. 
The justifying merits of the Lord 
Jesus remain. The binding force 
of the promises of God remain and 
abide. The promises of God are like 
the Promiser, abiding. His relation
ships to the Church still abide and 
remain. The great covenant of 
grace remains. This is sure and 
true. The Church of God remains, 
and the gates of hell shall not pre
vail against it. The Spir~t•s work 
is among the permanent thmgs that 
shall remain. The Word of God 
abides, the more sure word of pro
µhecy. "He cannot deny Himself." 
God Himself remains, the voice that 
will shake all things is the voice of 
the eternal God-the one _Mediator. 

All these sermons were very pre
cious, and most helpful, and we pray 
that lasting blessing may resul~ to 
the praise and glory of a precious 
Christ, and for the good of never
dying souls. 

The attendence was not so good 
as on some previous anniversaries 
owing to the severity oftbe weather. 

E. l<'ROMOW. 
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SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

ON Saturday, April 4th, Young 
People's Spring Gatherings were 
held in "Providence," Highbury 
Place, London. An altogether en
joyable afternoon repaid the large 
company of comers, younger and 
older. The sojourn of Mr. and Mrs. 
F. Cook in th:e homeland on furlough 
made it possible for them to be 
present, and they were present to 
right good purpose. They sang, as 
a duet, in Tamil, a really musical 
lyric, the essence of the lyric being 
the honey-like sweetness of ,Jesus' 
dear Name! That lyric was (as 
Mr. Cook explained) a composition of 
the gifted father of glorified Pastor 
Marian, whose decease was such a 
loss to the Society. The talented 
lyricist contributed largely to the 
psalmody of an Tamil-speaking 
Christians. His choice efforts are 
used by all Indian Christian denomi
nations. Pastor Marian, of sweet 
memory, was a worthy son of a 
worthy sire. 

Mr. Cook explained the nature 
and use of several objects brought 
home by him from the Mission 
Field. There was not a wearisome 
moment while he was upon his feet, 
for all were absorbingly interested. 

And there was no flagging of in
terest when Mrs. Cook was sum
moned to occupy the desk. She 
spoke so that the feelings of sancti
fied womanhood had a hearing ! Her 
address was embellished . by some 
bangles which she showed, that by 
eye and ear she might reach all 
hearts-and she did not fail ! These 
bangles were once worn by lads who 
had come from Tinnevelly vil\ages 
to the S.I.S. B.M,S. Koilpati Orphan
age and Boarding School. The 
Spirit of God was very, very gra
cious to those lads last year, who 
discarded the bangles as unfit to be 
worn by young followers of Christ 
Jesus, seeing they were signs of 
idolatrous love and life ! Some of 
those bangles are still on sale for the 
benefit of the Lord's work conducted 
by this Society, and may be pur
chased from Mrs. Cook, 127, Sharde
loes Road, New Cross. 

The opening petition for favour 
from on high was presented by Mr. 
H. Adams and abundantly answered ; 
and the concluding prayer by Mr. 

I Ernest S. Gray, breathing gratitude, 
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thanksgiving, and praise, was a snit
able ending to snch an afternoon. 
Our beloved vice-president, Pastor 
W. H. Rose, conducterl the meeting, 
giving joy and finding joy. 

The tables were crowded at tea, 
and an animating company listened 
to a lantern lecture by Pastor S. 
Gray, illustrating the work of 
S.I.S.B.M.S. At several points Mr. 
Cook interlarded a sentence or two, 
giving finishing touches to stories 
of the Society's success, which were 
narratecl by the lecturer. lllr. W. 
J. Watson, of Wilton Square, prayed 
as the meeting opened, and prayed 
so that he gave his sympathetic 
heart full play. Mr. Gray remarked 
during the evening that he was 
quite hoping that very soon he 
would have most joyous news to 
communicate, for another kind and 
solid favour from the Lord was 
almost in sight! It was rcgretable 
that through rush of work at Liv
ingstone Medical College, Mr. Wal
ter G. Gray, missionary-elect, was 
unable to be at the afternoon meet
ing, but he acted as lanternist at 
night. 

Juniors and Seniors alike would 
relish other such gatherings as 
those of April 4th. During the 
-evening, a recent death-chamber 
scene was storied by :\fr. Gray. 
·• My father is dying; please, sil', 
-come and see him "-such was the 
req nest addressed by a young fellow 
of nineteen summers to Mr. Strick
son. Our beloved missionary has
tened away and found the sick man 
quite conscious, though unable to 
speak above a whisper. Written in 
large letters of chalk right across 
the wall, so that the dying man 
could see them, were the words, 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." At the 
father's request the son very ten
derly sung a Christian lyric, and 
Mr. Strickson read, prayed, and 
talked with the sick man, exalting 
and extolling Jesus, who gives vic
tory over death and the grave to all 
who believe in Him. His eyes 
rested upon the text on the wall, 
and our missionary asked him "if 
he believed?" Placing his hand 
upon his heart, and looking upwards, 
he whispered, " I am trusting, trust
ing Him!" A few days afterwards 
he passed peacefully away, to be 
with Jesus. Mr. Strickson's yearn-

ing desire is that the" ghid tidings·• 
may be written not only with chalk 
on the walls of many more mud huts 
in Tinnevelly district, but with the 
Spirit of the living God, in the fleshy 
tables of the hearts of thoso who 
are still ignorant of Him. The Lord 
grant this desire-his and ours. 

S. G. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
PARENT SOCIETY, 

THE l0let Annual Meeting will (D.V.) 
be held on Monday afternoon, May 4th, 
at 5 o'olook in the ManRion House, by 
permission of the Lord Mayor. Ernest 
Noel, E,q., J.P., D.L., will preei<le, sup
ported b_y the Dean of St. Davide', 
Messrs. W. Brooke (of Oroydon), W. R. 
Mowll, M.A., and J. H. Hir.llett, Sidney 
Collett, Eeq,, F. A. Bevan, Esq., ir.nd 
A. Hayles. Tickets can be obtamed at 
the offioe. 

•• * A Sermon will (D.v.) be preached on 
Thursday evenill!f, Mir.y 21st, by the 
Rev. Jamee Ormiston, Rector of St. 
Mary-le-port, Bristol, and Editor of 
" The Gospel Magazine," in St. Stephen, 
Coleman-street, City. Service to oom
mence at 7 o'clock. 

* * * CAMBEBWELL ASYLUM, 
The 73rd Anniversary will (D.V.) be 

held on Thursday, June 25th, at the 
Asylum. In the afternoon Mr. J. W. 
Danoe, of Leaming-ton, will preach in 
the Chapel at 3.30 o'olook. Tea at 5, 
tickets ls. eaoh. In the evening, at 
6.30, a public meeting will be held, pre
sided over by J. Lane Deneham, Esq. 
Messrs. J. W. Danae, 0, S. Dolbey, J. 
Grnndy, Thomae Jones, and other 
friends will give addressee. 

* * * H0BNSEY RISE ASYLUM. 
The 37th Anniversary will (D.V.) be 

held on Friday, July 3rd, at the Asylum. 
In the afternoon Mr. E. Dov.,ton, M.A., 
of Aston-sub-Edge, Worcestershire, will 
preach at 315 o'clock. Iu the evening, 
at 6.45, a sermon will be preached by 
Mr. J. Stephens, M.A., of Highgate-road. 
The Lady Visitors will also hold their 
Sa.le of Work on behalf of the Benevo
lent Fund. Gifts will be thankfully 
acknowledged. As some friends may 
not be able to send work or to be pre
sent, the Secretary will be happy to 
receive from them any pecuniary con· 
tributions to include in the day's re• 
suits. * * * 

ANNO.AL REPORT, 
Copies of the Annual Reyort, as pre

sented at the meeting, wil be sent to 
any friends who will circulate them, A 
foll account is given therein of the 
Society's work during the past twelve• 
months. 
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CHARLES HEWITT. 

(Oontintted from page 1.32). 

.Entering intotbeserviceof Christ 
with the warmth and zeal of a first 
love, he was useful in the Sabbath 
school, and also preaching the Gos
pel in the adjacent villages. He 
felt called of God to p1•each the ever
lasting gospel, and was desirous of 
becoming a minister, and to this end 
in the process of time he was led to 
1;1eek for admission as a stu<;lent into 
the Pastors' College, which he ap
pears to have entered.about May, 
1863. He held pastorates at Tod
dington, Breechwood Ureen, and 
Burwell. For a period of 22 years 
he ·was a stated minister of the Open 
Communion section of the Baptist 
Denomination. Our dear brother 
seems to have had many difficulties, 
and endured much opposition from 
friends for faithfully preaching the 
doctripes of discriminating grace, 
which ultimately led to a decision 
of resigning his connection with 
tllat system. In the providence of 
God he removed to Ponder's End 
tow~rds the end of 1896, and in 
November, 1897, was received into 
fellowship by the Church at Waltham 
Abbey, together with his beloved 
wife and wife's sister. Mr. W. 
Winters, at that time Pastor, our 
brother found to be a true friend 
and helper, which resulted in his 
being introduced to strict Baptist 
Churches, and receiving invitations 
to supply from many parts of the 
country. From that time until the 
end of 1907, our departed brother 
continued to minister as a supply to 
many of the Churches, although his 
name perhaps is more particularly 
connected with the little cause of 
truth at Ponder's End. He was a 
much-tried and afflicted man, but 
lived near tJo God, and by a large 
circle of friends in various parts 
was much respected and esteemed. 
An affliction of long standing caused 
him much suffering at intervals, 
When he would be laid aside for a 
considerable time. 

He was a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ and a faithful minister of the 
gospel, zealous for the truth, and I 
believe lle will stand in his lot at 
the last day in a high place. 

The origin of the Stiel Bapti.~t 
Cnnse at Ponder's End: Under God, 
our brother was instrumental in 
raising this cause of truth, an ac
count of which appeared in THE 
l<:ARTHEN VESSl<]Lfor November, 181H, 
page 357. The day of small things 
was when a few friends gathered 
together in a room of a private 
dwelling-house, who loved the gospel 
of God's grace. Brother Hewitt 
preached from Ex:od. xx:xiii.14, ·' My 
presence shall go with thee.'' En
couraged from the first, our brother 
worked hard, soliciting help for the 
erection of a suitable place of wor
ship. In going over old ground it 
may be recorded that two plots of 
land were pnrchased. The founda
tion stone was laid on August 6th, 
1801, and the opening services held 
in the new chapel on May 26th, 1892. 
Although in this way connected 
from the first with the cause at 
Ponder's End, it was not until Sep
tember, 1896, that our brother was 
recognised as the stated Pastor. 
The payment he received was small. 
He supplied the pulpit on two Sun
days of the month only, but other
wise took upon himself much of the 
responsibility of the place, and acted 
in the capacity of Secretary and 
Treasare1·, and continued to work 
hard for the extinction of the debt 
upon the building, which has been 
accomplished. In May, 1907, he re
signed the pastorate, and with 
feelings of regret tb.e Church ac
cepted it. Assistance was then 
l'endered him by the Pastors' Re
til'ing and Widows' Fund, M. A. S. B. 
Churches. 

In failing health for a considerable 
part of last year, our brother was 
stricken down again for the last time 
in January of this yt1ar. After five 
weeks of pain and suffering he 
passed away on the morning of Feb
mary 9th, 1908, "For ever with the 
Lord." A beloved wife is left to 
mourn his loss, which loss she recog
nises is his eternal gain. 

His mind appeared to be very clear, 
and he recognised his wife and 
friends who visited him, and now 
and again was able to give expres
sion to a few comforting words. 
His hope was built on nothing less 
than Jesu's blood and righteousness. 
Only a few days before he died I 
was privileged to listen to a sweet 
testimony from his quivering lips, 
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coneluding with "Other refuge have 
I none.'' 

He is now with Christ, which is far 
better. May the lonely widow be 
cared for. -H. M. A .. Ponder's End. 

Mas. ELIZA NEWMAN, 

the beloved wife or the senior deacon at 
Zoar Chapel, Cricket Hill, passed away 
on:Maroh·l3th'la1>t. Sb~ was oalled by 
grace in early life chiefl v through the 
instrumentality of her Sunday-school 
teacher who wrote to her as to her state 
and standing. From a diary kept in her 
early days it appears that she moved 
from place to place, but when attending 
at Frimley-road Chapel, York Town, 
Surrey, she spoke to the minister1 Mr. 
Gate@, about her eoul'@ welfa.re, a.na was 
ultimately ba.ptized by him on June 21st, 
1857. She attended anniversa.ries a.t 
Farnham, Chobha.m, and Cove, when 
she beard, profitably, Mes@rs. Welle, 
Bloomfield, Stringer and Ball. In Sep
tember, 1859, she heard Mr. Perritt a.t 
Cricket Hill preach from the words, 
" First the blade, then the ea.r, then the 
fnll corn in the ear." The word wa.e 
much bleat, a.nd she felt at home with 
the people. After tea on that day she 
went with Mr. Perritt and another 
friend to visit her grandmother, who was 
near her end, and found the conversa
tion of Mr. Perritt to be wha.t she 
delighted in, and at the close of the 
da.y's services we find her saying-

" Let Zion songs of triumph sing, 
Gladnes• hath crowned this day; 

Jehovah is my God e.nd King-
He he.tee to put awa,." 

From then until her last day her attach
ment to Zoar never abated-sunshine 
and shadow alternate-and she tellR of 
trying days and of days of rejoicing. 
Our friend seemed to live close to the 
Master, was ever ready to defend His 
cause and speak a word to those she 
came in contact with. The writer re• 
ea.Ila words of encouragement and 
counsel which she was ready and able 
to e-ive. 

Doring the last twelvemonth Mrs. 
Newman seemed to live above the 
world. For some time she had been 
unwell, and about Christmas time was 
taken worse and confined to her bed. 
She was willing to tarry if the Lord had 
further work for her to do ; if not, she 
was readv to go. •She requested the 
prayers of friends visiting be~ th!"t she 
might have grace to be passive Ill the 
Lord's hands. 

On March 12th the doctor expressed 
surprise at finding her so low and did 
not think she could survive-the night. 
This proved correct, and about 2.30 a.m. 
Ehe quietly breathed her last. 

On March 18th her remains were laid 
to rest at Cricket Hill, the funeral ser
vice being conducted by Mr. Medhurst, 

accordin1t to her reqm,st. The Ohuroh 
has lost a mother in l~rael. Euth is 
the poorer, heaven the richer; for we 
a.re sure our lose is her gain. 

H. J. PARKER. 

JULIA REBECCA FEILDEB, 

our dear mother, was the ohild or godly 
parents, J oehua and Rebecca Peg rum, of 
Waltham Abbey, When twenty-two 
years of age she was baptized by Mr. 
Gorton and joined the Ohurch at Ohes
hunt, under the pastorate of Mr. S. K. 
Bland. She often remarked on tho text 
of March 8th in Dr. Hawkers Portions 
(the •date of her bapti~m) : " From this 
day will I bless Thee." It is also in
teresting to note that the date of her 
burial (April 2nd) was the fifty-fourth 
anniversary of her first joining in 
Church fellowship. After some time 
she was transferred to Hanover Chapel, 
·runbridge Welle, aud iu Ootober, 1866, 
•he was married at Keppel-street by 
Mr. S. Milner to our dear father, who 
was already a member of that Churoh, 
she joining on the first Lord's-day in 
:N'ovember and continuing in member
ship there until she joined the Churoh 
above. Her Bible was her ohief loom
panion-next came Dr. Hawker's· Por
tions. She was not a great talker. 
Could not oonveree 11s some c~n ; but her 
gentle character and Christianity has 
left e, savour behind which will not 
easily be forgotten. Friends who oame 
to see her during her long illness often 
learnt leBBons from her patient and un
complaining life. Though she suffered 
long she was oonetantly referring to her 
many mercies. Sinoe last Chriatm"s 
her illness baa been very changeable. On 
Saturday; March 28tb, she told us that 
early in the morning she had seen a 
brightness filling the room, but there 
were other beings who terrified her. We 
said, "But they could not hurt you 1" 
"No," she said," I know they 4?0uld not 
-a.nd here is my Bible-that 1s e, safe
guard between them and me." The 
knowledge of having her Bible between 
tile enemy and herself seemed to bring 
her comfort. During Saturday she 
seemed very tired and ijleepy, and about 
7 o'clock the next morning she quiet!Y 
passed away !in her sleep to awake 1~ 
heaven, where ·• Sabbath bas no end. 
We are left to mourn her lose, but we 
rejoice that she is now quite well_ and 
has bid adieu to pain and wearmess. 
Mr. J. E'!.ster, onr former pastor, con· 
ducted e, service in the house and also 
,-. t the grave, where we laid hbr t~ rest 
with our dear father, there to await the 
resurrection. 

The following accounts have been un
avoidably held over-Martha Dunnell, 
Henry Brown, John Beck, Ann Ekins 
and James Attree. 



" @'aught of tv~ Jfonl.'' 
EPISODES IN THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF 

EDWARD DINHAM (CONTINUED). 
TRAN80RIBED BY THE AUTHOR OF "A MEMOIR OF RICHARD KNIGHT." 

THE profession of his faith, with which our last paper concludes, 
brings-we are sorry to say-our old friend's account of his early 
experience to a close. The few remaining incidents we have to 
relate are therefore derived from other sources. Meanwhile 
we will glance at the history of the Cause which he was so largely 
instrumental in establishing. 

Pictures of the past are generally acceptable. A copy of the 
small window-bill which announced the opening of the room we 
have mentioned, for the worship of God, will therefore be re
garded with interest. 

CONGREGATION OF CALVINISTIC BAPTISTS. 

Gadsby's Yard, 50, Tottenham Court Road. 
MR. KERSHAW, OF ROCHDALE, 

Will preach (D.V.) at the above Rooms, 
Lord's Days, Nov. 13th, 20th, and 27th, and Dec. 4th, 1842, 
At eleven o'clock in the Morning and six in the Evening, 

And on Wednesday Evenings at Seven. 

During his sojourn in London this good man baptised the seven 
believers, as we have related. 

A STRICT AND PARTICULAR BAPTIST. 

For Edmund Dinham to avow that these words described him as 
a religious person, meant much. Though unobtrusive and retiring, 
he was an intense man. His convictions, once formed, were strong 
and abiding. "Just and tenacious of his purpose,'' to quote 
Horace's noble words, he did what he felt to be right with quiet 
determination and persistence. Such men are the strength of the 
Churches to which they belong. Had we, through God's goodness, 
more of them in our communities to-day, there would be less of the 
feebleness and decay which all deplore. 

To this congregation of faithful men, truth-loving and experi
mental ministers in their turn preached, and it was, from the first, 
obvious that the limited accommodation of the room was insufficient. 

It happened that a chapel in Eden Street, Hampstead Road, was 
vacant, the lease of which could be purchased, though at a some
what high price. The building would also have to be altered and 
renovated at no small expense. Many hearts at first sank at the 
responsibility. The outlay was; however, decided on, and the 
people were moved to contribute the sums required. 

Five months after their first meeting they accordingly migrated 
to their new Sanctuary, which John Warburton, of Trowbridge. 
opened on April 9th, 1843. 

VoL. LXIV. JuNI!, 1909. L 
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It was now deemed the fit time for their formation into a Church. 
This was done in June, and on Sunday, the 11th, William 
Gadsby, "·ho was then serving them, administered the Lord's 
~upper to the little assembly, which then numbered about twenty 
liYing and baptised Christians. 

WHERE SATAN'S SEAT IS. 

Few localities have been less appropriately named than Eden 
Street, Hampstead Road, at this time. Its inhabitants weie 
persons of the lowest class, and if they did not actually molest, they 
obstructed and annoyed the worshippers at the little chapel, until 
it was necessary to obtain special constables to protect them, and 
enable them to come and go in peace. This continued through the 
whole ten years of their tenure, at the expiration of which it was 
stated that nearly £10 per annum had to be paid for the special 
attendance of the police to keep the door moderately quiet. 

But where Satan's seat was, God maintained His sanctuary ; 
and "unity, peace, and concord," combined with the "testimony'' 
which He gave " to the word of His grace," made all hearts happy. 

A settled pastor they do not seem to have thought of, but the 
able ministries of such men as Messrs. Gadsby, Isbell, Cowper, Ker
shaw, Warburton, Tite, Septimus Sears, ~nd others-all competent 
to bring "the finest of the wheat" to God's living family-proved 
all they could desire. 

A preacher greater than all these came to serve them, and from 
his lips they heard many discourses, which in their printed form 
are allowed to haYe been, considered merely as sermons, among the 
finest that have ever been published. It is not our purpose to refer 
further to Joseph Charles Philpot. We regard his character with 
strangely mingled feelings. For many reasons we revere his 
memory, while some of his proceedings fill us with sorrow and 
wonder. His scornful contempt of C. H. Spurgeon, his review of 
James Wells's Rahab sermon, his treatment of those with whom 
he did not agree in a certain notorious controversy, are to us inex
pressibly sad. At this period, however, and for long after, the 
friendship between him. and Edmund Dinham-now senior deacon 
of the Church-was close and confidential. 

Thus ten happy years passed, when their growing numbers and 
the unsuitability of the locality rendered it imperative that another 
Sanetuary should be obtained. Ere, however, we continue their 
story we will glance at what during this time had occurred at 

GOWER STREET CHAPEL. 

Elated with his election to the ministry of this prominent and im
portant sphere, Edward Blackstock, with almost inconceivable 
effrontery, appears to have solicited William Gadsby to minister in 
his pulpit. A copy of the reply he received (made by its venerated 
writer him.self) is now before us. 

A LE'ITER FROM WILLIAM GADSBY. 

"ll-1&. BLACKSTOCK. Sir,-Learning that you have given the people 
in London to understand that you are upon the mixed communion 
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plan, I have been led to reflect upon what you told me about the 
state of your mind upon this subject. 

" I feel obliged to declare unto you, in the name of the Lord 
that-taking into account the solemn statements you made and yom'. 
since acting so contrary-you have put it out of my power to helieve 
anything you may be induced to say, either about your misery or 
your joys, distresses or deliverances. 

" I really feel as though I can never trust yon again, but am 
compelled to believe that all the movements you have made of late 
years are grounded upon self ; and that money has been your main 
object. 

"As such, I wish to bid you a final 'farewell'; nor can I ever 
think of supplying at any place where you may be settled as Pastor. 

"Observe. It is not merely your maintaining mixed com
munion which has led me to this conclusion; but your various 
changes, and the solemn declarations you have made and your 
acting contrary to them. 

" So that I cannot believe that you act either under the influence 
of the fear of God, or in the least degree with tenderness of con
science, but purely 'for filthy lucre's sake." Yours much grieved, 
WM. GADSBY. 

"P.S.-1 mean to send a copy of this to a friend in London." 

This friend was Edmund Dinham, who was informed on the 
same sheet that "the writer's object in forwarding him this copy 
was to give him and others an opportunity of judging the case, as 
many were unaware of the facts.'' 

0 that brethren so manly and truthful were multiplied in our 
day ! " The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peace
able ''-but alas how rare now is the "sound speech that cannot be 
condemned " (Tit. ii. 8.) 

Conduct which this gracious man could not sanction, God 
assuredly could not bless. No prosperity attended the new Pastor's 
ministry. The Church were increasingly unable to pay the interest 
of the £1,400 for which the chapel was mortgaged, and in 18-!7 
their minister left them, " un wept, unhonoured and unsung,'' while 
as a Community they appeared to have been disbanded. 

The mortgagee now foreclosed, and "having a full power of 
sale," directed that the lease of the chapel should be disposed of by 
auction on November 26th of that year. Thus, mainly through one 
man, the £2,600 which had been so cheerfully subscribed, was 
entirely sacrificed, and the premises become private property. 

However, as we shall see, God had thoughts of love to the Ecltm 
Street friends, and His ripening purpose was in due time disclosed. 

The Particulars and Conditions of this Sale, which are now 
before us, are curious. The chapel is stated to have "been open 
for a considerable period under the ministry of the Independent 
Methodist persuasion'' (!) and to be calculated to "accommodate a. 
numerous congregation, which would command at all times a hand
some annual income from the pew-rents." Edmund Dinham was 
present at the Mart and recorded the sums bidden. The property 
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was, howf'wr, finally bought in by an agent of the mortgagee at 
.£1,990 and declared nol sold. 

It was subsequently purchased for £1,700 by Arthur Triggs, 
who possibly had in Yiew the handsome income from the pew-rents 
at which the auctioneer had hinted. 

He was a truth-loving preacher of some ability, but his doctrinal 
extrnaganees and the verbosity of his style impeded his popularity 
and usefulness. Tobias Crisp was not more extreme than he. while 
his long, laboured and involrnd sentences were often bewil<lerinO'. 
Nevertheless, J. C. Philpot, who knew him, wrote of him: •' I ha;e 
a great respect for Triggs'' (Letters, page 163). Though an oddity 
he must therefore be deemed to have been a good and a God-sent 
man. 

As time went on, it however became apparent that his hope to 
draw a remun'2!'atin.' congregation would not be realised. It was 
well that it was so. The enterprise had too much the appearance 
of a speculation to win the confidence of simple-hearted dissenters. 
Towards 18-17 it was thus whispered that Gower Street Chapel 
would soon again be in the market. Thus "the cloud" was lead
ing the Church, in the fortunes of which we are interested, to what 
has so long been its home. 

( To be continued.) 

BROTHERLY LOVE EXPRESSED AND EXEMPLIFIED. 

BY PASTOR EDWIN w HITE, w OOLWIOH. 

'' Let brotherly love continue."-Heb. xiii. 1. "Finally, be perfect, bo 
of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you."-2 Cor. xiii. 11. 

:M ocH of the happiness and prosperity of the Causes of God on 
earth, depends on the conduct and deportment of the members of 
God's one famih· toward each other. 

This is e,·ident from the commandments of our Lord and the 
injunctions which abound in the inspired Epistles of the New 
Testament. The subject is therefore of high importance; and no 
apology will be needed for craving the spiritually minded reader's 
attention to what should be 

THE ATTITUDE OF THE BELIEVER TOWARD THE CHURCH. 

1st. That o.f Union. Every believer should be attached· to a 
New Testament Church, but, alas! this is not the case. There are 
many spiritual gipsies roaming about without any Church home. 
The~- wander from place to place, never settling long anywhere. 
The}' spend about three months in one place, until the good Deacon 
announces, "The time has arrived to renew the quarterly sittings," 
and perhaps he may cast a significant glance their way. Then 
they are off again to seek "fresh woods and pastures new." They 
sa}; that they no longer feel any union to the people. They do not 
seek to cultiYate any union themseh-es, is the fact. It is no use be
wailing th" state of the Churches-that they are not what they were 



AND GOSPJ!:L HERALD. 169 

in the past--unlcss each believer seeks to bring about that union, that 
cohesion and love, which were in former days. It is this isolation 
on the part of many which is the great weakness of nur Churches. 
If all were banded together, the Church of Christ would soon be 
" Looking forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with banners." 

2nd. That of Helpfulness. And here we touch upon another 
source of great weakness in our midst. Many who are in union 
with the Churches are only members in name ; their real energies 
are not devoted to the Church of which they are members, nor do 
they seek heartily, prayerfully, and earnestly its best welfare. We 
would not judge any believers harshly. God knows their circum
stances and how they are placed. But let everyone ask the question 
of himself, and answer it honestly as in the sight of God-"Am 
I doing my very best to .help my brothers and sisters in Christ and 
the cause of God ? " 

Let all remember that if they do not help they hinder. 
They are an obstruction in the way of all spiritual progress ; 
a cause of deep sorrow to the more active members of the 
Church. They damp their courage and impede their efforts in 
the Lord's service. The apostle mentions among the offices which 
God hath set in the Churches that of " helps." Paul sends loving 
greetings to "Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus." 
And, again, "Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ." Let each 
believer seek to emulate the zeal and helpfulness of these godly 
men and women of olden time, and the Churches of Christ will be 
in a far more strong and healthy condition than they are to-day. 

3rd. That of Watchfulness. Let all believers watch over 
their own conduct carefully, also that of their fellow-members; but, 
alas ! few will bear reproof, even from their Pastor, much less from 
their fellow-members. They look upon it as a gross piece of 
impertinence if they are kindly told of a fault, and will leave the 
Church rather than own themselves in the wrong. This ought not 
to be. We ought to watch over one another for good. " Paul 
rebuked Peter to the face, for he was to be blamed," he said. 
Every believer is a weak, fallible creature, and liable to err. "Let 
those, then, who are strong bear the infirmities 0£ the weak, and not 
seek to please ourselves ;" and let the erring brother be admonished. 
"Be not offended if your feet need washing, at the brother who 
comes in the spirit of the Master to perform that otfice for you.'' 

There is a lack in our Churches of this faithful watchfulness 
over one another, and there is certainly a great lack in believers of 
the right spirit in receiving any reproof, however kindly it is given. 
The Churches suffer through this. Members, if they are admonished, 
if they remain, they stand aloof with an aggrieved air, as much as 
to say, "They can never forgive the insult which has been offered 
to them." The Church should be a loving family circle, where 
each one seeks the other's good; where there should be no 
jealousies, no heart-burnings, no unforgiving spirit ever cherished, 
but each one treated as a beloved brother or sister in Christ, as 
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though the best welfare of every member of the Church was of 
su1n·eme importance to each of the others. 

" Make us of one heart and mind, 
Courteous, pitiful, and kind ; 
Lowly, meek in thought and word, 
Altogether like our Lord. 

Let us each for other care, 
Each another's burden bear; 
To Thy Chmch the pattern give, 
Show how true believers live." 

.:Lth. That of Adherence. It is sad to ponder over the slight 
causes for "·hich some believers ·will sever their connection with a 
Church. Someone has been appointed to an office which they felt 
that ll1ey were better able to fill, therefore they must carry their 
superior talents elsewhere, where they will be appreciated at their 
proper value. Some grow weary of their Pastor's ministry, though 
once the~· ,rnuld ham plucked out their own eyes for him. They 
imagine the~· haw been slighted by some of their fellow-members. 
They will seek out a more congenial place where there is more 
warmth and love. The fact is their own hearts have grown cold ; 
the change is in them. " They did run well, but now something 
hinders." Some, God has prospered in earthly things, and now the 
house of their fathers is forsaken; they seek a more fashionable 
company. 

But ought these things to cause believers to sever their 
connection with a Church where, perhaps, they were brought to 
the Lord under the faithful ministry of that same Pastor, who 
traYailed in birth for their souls, rejoiced in their conversion, 
baptised them, and received them into the Church of Christ? Do 
they hold the sacred ties of Church-fellowship so lightly that they 
can sever them for any whim without the slightest compunction ? 
Did they not solemnly first give themselves to the Lord and then to 
the Church for His sake? These bonds should be sacred and 
binding. They are as a marriage covenant between the believ~r 
and the Church, made as in the sight of God, and ratified agam 
and again at the Table of our Lord. 

" When any turn from Zion's ways, 
(Alas! what numbers do;) 

Methinks I hear my Saviour say, 
· • Wilt thou forsake Me, too? ' 

What anguish has that question stirred, 
If I will also go ? 

Yet, Lord, relying on Thy word, 
I humbly answer, No." 

WHAT GoD TEACHES. When the Lord makes a true believer He 
makes a sinner feel that " sin has reigned unto death ; '' and that 
he is dead in sin by nature, and in the eye of God's law. He t~us 
makes the sinner see and feel that he has but three things belonglD1 
to him-sin, death and hell. My hearer, what knowest thou 0 

this ?-J wnes Wells. 
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IDEAL OHUROHER AND THEIR EFFORTS FOR THE 
CONVERSION OF SINNERS. 

"I ceased not to warn every one, night and day, with tears,"-Acts xx. 31. 

" Who can describe the joys that rise within the courts of Paradise 
To eee a prodigal return-to see an heir of glory born ? " 

"IT is ' the everlasting Gospel,' and not to be criticised.'' So 
Robert Hall is reported to have replied when pressed for his 
opinion on the preaching of James Parsons, of York. _ 

All candid persons would, we think, express themselves simi
larly·concerning the "Annual Records of the ~fetropolitan Associa
tion,'' with their accompanying Addresses and Papers. It would 
be unjust to parade the grammatical errors and incorrect ex
pressions of men who have done their best, but to whom the 
advantages of early education have been denied; or to expect 
doctrinal precision from those who make no pretension to be 
accurate theologians-like John Stevens, William Palmer, Israel 
Atkinson, or John Hazelton.''' The honest and earnest endeavours 
of those who do their best always demand a kindly and generous 
reception. 

This conceded, we submit that we are not, therefore, precluded 
from a close and careful examination of these our brethren 's 
deliverances. The public have a right to express an opinion on 
what is published, and therefore addressed to them. 

The subject proposed for consideration on .March 10th was 
ideal Churches. This necessitated, as it recei?Jed, the presentation 
of a Gospel Church as portrayed in the Acts of the Apostles and 
the Pauline and other epistles, from which alone this ideal is to 
be gathered. No fault is found with what was advanced, but the 
omission of one topic, and the cursory and casual references to 
another, have caused some " great searchings of heart.'' To the 
latter, wl).ich is of present and pressing importance, attention is 
here sought. It is 

THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF Ol:'R 

CHURCHES. 

An ideal flock must receirn the addition of lambs. An ideal 
family is gladdened with the birth of children. An ideal garden, 
besides its stately trees which " are full of sap," has its saplings 
and growing flowers. An ideal Church also, has frequent additions 
from the world by the conversion of sinners to God. 

By sinners, here, it is not so much intended persons who have 
long been religiously and devoutly disposed, and to ,Yhom God, 
in rich grace, "has set His hand the second time" (Isa. xi. 11) by 
the ministry of the Word, and thus induced them to be baptised 
and to join the Lord's people. 

• It should be remembered that these rose from low positions and acquired 
their knowledge, with God's good aid, after their call to the ministry, by hard 
and honest work. Stevens was a country shoemaker, and so bad a one th!l.t, 
like Dr. Carey, he never made a pair of Hhoes in his life. Palmer was a brick 
Ille.ker at Great Paxton, near St. Neot's; Atkinson a sawyer; a.nd John Hazelton, 
as we relate in his Memoir, a journeyman wheelwright.-EDITOR. 
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For these we are abundantly grateful, but we here intend 
conven,ions in the good old evangelical sense of this grand word 
-such as Paul described as that of those who " had turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son 
from heaven" ... who '' had saved them from the wrath to 
come" (1 Thes. i. 9, 10), and others who had been " the servants 
(or bondmen) of sin," but now "obeyed from the heart the form 
of doctrine which had been delivered them," and who had become 
servants (or, again, "bondmen ") to God, and had their "fruit unto 
holiness" (Rom. vi. 17, 22). 

We have thus in mind real, right-down conversions-like those 
of Augustine, John Bunyan, or John Newton, the first ri:horpe 
(who was saved in the act of mimicking Whitefield), or Wilson, the 
first Strict Baptist minister in Madras, who, like Huntington, had 
to abscond to avoid the legal consequences of his sin, or Lady Anne 
Erskine-persons who would assuredly have gone to Satan's hell 
and been everlastingly damned but for the urgency of those who 
had preached Christ to them "with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven." 

Of such converaions our fathers loved to sing-
" Lions and beasts of savage name put on the nature of the lamb; 

While the wide world esteems it strange, gaze and admire and hate the 
change." 

No blame is attributed to our brethren in the ministry if such 
results are not more frequent in the present day. Our reverence 
for the sovereignty of God, and our conviction of the impotence of 
the Gospel, however faithfully preached, unless He makes bare His 
arm., repress the suggestion of unkind reflections upon them. Our 
point, however, is that no assembly is an ideal Ch'llrch unless it 
receives additions from the world, of men and women who were 
unmistakably sinners, and whom the Lord has been pleased to save 
by Jesus Christ. . 

K othing in our creed and practices as Strict and Particular 
Baptists need impede direct effort for the salvation of sinners. We 
hate duty-faith with positive loathing. We deny, with all emphasis, 
that the invitations of the Gospel are addressed to men as men, 
and we press them only on the consciously guilty and needy. We 
regard it as rank heresy to represent that the salvation of sinners 
depends on the will of man instead of on the immutable deter
mination of God, and would not for worlds do so. But nothing in 
the negations which we are constrained to make, and the facts on 
which we must insist, need close our hearts to the tenderest pity 
for the lost, and the fullest an& most faithful utterances of all that 
is solemn in the Law and alluring in the Gospel. 

George Wright, of Beccles, we have been told, was wont 
monthly to preach a "hell-fire sermon,'' and as his hearers gazed 
on his gaunt figure and pale face, dimly illuminated by the two 
pulpit candles, sobs and groans would be heard from many, as the 
reality of future perdition was insisted on by that faithful man of 
God-and with richly productive results. 

We have known Charles Hill, when on fire with his message, 
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describe " the sinner's coffined corpse lowered into its dishonoured 
grave beneath the daisiecl sod, while the doomed and damned spirit 
hurried in the agony of apprehension to the book and bar of its 
justly incensed God," till the strain of listening longer, was well
nigh unbe·,rable. 

These, of all men, were prompt to "contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints," and suffered much in dPfr:1(:e 
of the truth. Yet they were bold in rebuking sin and mighty in 
seeking to "turn many to righteousness." 

We ask whether such preaching is not essential to the ministry 
of an ideal Church, though so rarely to be found in our own causes? 
Ideals are of high importance. H they are low-if the accepted 
standards fall beneath God's requirements-is not failure certain? 
This partly accounts for the terrible apathy of our congregations 
and the lack of interest in the welfare of Zion. It almost seems as 
if many of our congregations had ceased to desire and expect 
definite blessing. 

Meanwhile, how poor and attenuated is our conception becoming 
of the greatness, grace, and glory of the Lord Jesus, through our 
attenuated conception of the eternal hell from which His blood 
delivers, and the joys which await those whom He saves. 

0 that God wuuld increase the interest of our Churches in the 
salvation of the lost! 0 for the realisation of our highest ideals of 
preachers-for _ministry in our pulpits that shall once more, as in 
the days of old, point lost sinners to the lost sinner's Saviour ! 

B1'0ther in God's high service, When do you know that your 
ministry was last blessed to the conversion of a sinner ? And is 
it your agonising prayer that men, through you, may '.' flee from 
the wrath to come?" 

Dear Christian reader, are you praying God that in the pulpit 
of your chapel words may be spoken which shall be owned to the 
bringing of lost men to Christ ? . 

Till such prayers are wrung from living hearts, little will be 
effected by our talking about ideal Churches. 

Goo EITHER PUNISHES OR PARDONS SIN.-God ever stands to 
His purpose and promise ; and appears righteous in His works, 
either in conquering a sinner by His justice, or overcoming and 
removing his sins through grace by faith. Thus He saves the 
sinner, and orders the very sins of the elect to exalt His mercy ; 
though sin is not in its own nature, but by divine wisdom, the cause 
of glorifying God's grace. And so He most justly punisheth the 
sinful world for their own sins, and the sins of the elect in their 
Mediator.-Dorney's Divine Breathings. 

Tim DE\'IL OAN QuoTE SCRIPTURE, as recorded in Luke iv. 
10. Yes, but he often mis-quotes and mis-applies it, as when 
seeking to t11mpt the Saviour to presumption. Brethren, be sure 
to quote God's words correctly. Be as unlike the devil as you 
<·.an.-C. H. S. 

M 
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IS THE READER "ALMOST" OR "ALTOGETHER" 
A CHRISTIAN ? 

BY MATTHEW MEAD, 1672. 

V{E are apt to make mistakes as to the times that are past. Many, 
for instance, imagine that in the days of our Puritan forefathers 
pure and undefiled religion was all but universal and that the form 
of it, which is a mere hollow and empty profession, was compara
tively unknown. The published sermons and the other writings of 
the godly preachers of the period, however, reveal the fact that 
things were then much as they are now. There was, as there 
always will be, "a remnant according to the election of grace." 
Many, however, claimed to be spiritually minded who lived in sin. 
Many waved the banner of profession high who were not true 
soldiers of "the Great King." 

To warn these of their danger and expose their delusion was, 
therefore, no small part of the duty of a faithful minister of the 
Gospel. 

Matthew Mead, a Congregational Minister at Stepney, was the 
author of a once famous treatise on this subject, entitled "The 
Almost Christian Discovered, or The False Professor Tried and 
Cast." An early copy of this is before the writer as he pens these 
words, and he can but think that a few paragraphs may, with God's 
blessing, be useful in these sad days of shallow, hollow, empty 
profession, when so few who profess to be pious appear to know 
anything experimentally of the power of godliness. 

No further introduction is needed. 

THERE are very many in the world that are almost, and yet but 
almost Christians ; many that are near heaven, and yet are never 
the nearer ; many that are within a little of salvation, and yet shall 
never enjoy the least salvation ; they are within sight of heaven, 
and yet shall never have a sight of God. 

There are two sad expressions in Scripture, which I cannot but 
take notice of in this place. The one is concerning the truly 
righteous. The other is concerning the seemingly righteous. It is 
said of the truly righteous, he shall "scarcely be saved" (1 Pet. iv. 
18) ; and it is said of the seemingly righteous, he shall be almost 
saved: "Thou art not far from the kingdom of God" (Mark xii. 34). 

The righteous shall be saved with a scarcely, that is, through 
much difficulty; he shall go to heaven through many sad fears of 
hell. The hypocrite shall be saved with an almost; that is, he 
shall go to hell through many fair hopes of heaven. 

There are two things which arise from hence of very serious 
meditation. The one is, how often a believer may miscarry, how 
low he may fall, and yet have true grace. The other is, how far a 
hypocrite may go in the way to heaven, how high he may attain, 
and yet have no grace. . 

The saint may be cast down very near to hell, and yet shall 
never come there; and the hypocrite may be lifted up very near to 
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heaven, and yet never come there. The saint may almo.~l perish, 
and yet be saved eternally; the hypocrite may almost be saved, and 
yet perish finally. For the saint at worst is really a believer, and 
the hypocrite at best is really a sinner. 

My design-continues this author-is not to make sad the souls 
of those whom Christ will not have made sad : I would bring water 
not to " quench the flax that is smoking" (Matt. xii. 20), but to 
put out that false fire that is of the sinner's own kindling, l€st 
walking all his days by the light thereof, he shall at last "lie down 
in sorrow'' (Isa. I. 11). My aim is to level the mountain of the 
sinner's confidence, not to weaken the hand of the believer's faith 
and dependence ; to awaken and bring in secure formal sinners, 
not to discourage weak believers. 

I would premise, that though many may go far, very far in the 
way to heaven, and yet fall short, yet that soul that has the least 
true grace shall never fall short: "The righteous shall hold on l1is 
way'' (Job xvii. 9). 

Though some may do very much in a way of duty, as I shaJI 
show hereafter, and yet miscarry; yet that soul that doth duty with 
the least sincerity shall never miscarry ; "for He saYeth the 
upright in heart'' (Psa. vii. 10). 

A RELIGION WHICH WILL NOT SAVE DESCRIBED. 

See what God saith of His ancient people ; He gives them a 
high character for a choice people, one would think: "They seek 
Me daily ; they delight to know My ways, as a nation that did 
righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God ; they ask 
of Me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching 
to God'' (Isa. lviii. 2). 

See how far they went. If God had not said they were rotten 
and unsound, we should have taken them £or the "he-goats before 
the flock" (Jer. i. 8), and ranked them among the worthies. Pmy 
observe, 

They seek God.---:Now this is the proper character of a true 
saint. True saints are called " seekers of God." " This is the 
generation of them that seek Him, that seek thy £ace, 0 Jacob " 
(Psa. xxiv. 6), or, 0 God of Jacob. Lo, here a generation of them 
that seek God; and are not these the saints of God? Further, 

They seek Him daily.-Here is diligence backed with continu
ance, day by day; that is, every day, from day to day. They did 
not seek Him by fits and starts, nor in a time of troutle and 
affliction only, as many do. " Lord, in trouble have they visited 
Thee: they poured out a prayer when Thy chastening ,ms upon 
them" (Isa. xxvi. 16). Many, when God visits them, then visit 
Him, but not till then; when God pours out His afflictions, then 
they pour out their supplications. This is seamen's devotion : 
when the storms have brought them to "their wits' end, then they 
cry to the Lord in their trouble'' (Psa. cvii. 27, 28). )lany ne1·er 
cry to God till they are at their wits' end ; they never come to God 
for help, so long as they can help themselves. But now these, whom 
God here speaks of, are more zealous in their devotion : the 
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others makt' a virtue of necessity ; but these seem to make 
conscience of duty; for, saith God, "they seek Me daily.'' Surely 
this is, one would think, a note of sincel'ity. Job says of the 
hypocrite, "Will he always call upon God?" (Job xxvii. 10). 
~urely not; but now this people call upon God always, "they seek 
Him daily ; " certainly these are no hypoctites. Yet further the 
Lord says, 

"They delight to know My ways."-Surely this frees them from 
the suspicion of hypocrisy ; for they say not unto God, " Depart 
from us; for we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways" (Job 
xxi. 14). 

They are "as a nation that did 1·ighteousness." Not only as a 
nation that spoke righteousness, or knew righteousness, or professed 
righteousness ; but as a nation that did righteousness, that 
practised nothing but what was just and right. They appeared, 
in the judgment of the world, as good as the best. 

They seem true to their principles, constant to their professiou, 
better than many among us, that cast off dl1ties, and forsake the 
ordinances of God; but these hold out their profession: "they 
forsook not the ordinance of God." 

"They ask of Me," saith God, "the' ordinances of justice." 
They will not make their own will the rule of right and wrong, but 
the law and will of God ; and therefore, in all their dealings with 
men, they desire to be guided and counselled by God : "They ask 
of Me the ordinances of justice." 

" The? take delight in approaching to God.'' Surely this 
cannot be the guise of a hypocrite. " Will he delight himself in 
the Almighty?" says Job-no, he will not (Job xxvii. 10). Though 
God is the chief delight of man (having everything in Him to 
render Him lovely, as was said of Titus Vespasian), yet the 
hypocrites will not delight in God. Till the affections are made 
spiritual, there is no affection to things that are spiritual. God is 
a spiritual good ; and therefore hypocrites cannot delight in God. 
But these are a people that delight in approaching to God. 

I hope by this time the truth of the point is sufficiently avouched 
and confirmed, "that a man may be, yea, very many are, almost, 
and yet no more than but almost Christians." Therefore, 

·· Let us ask the important question, brethren, be not too secure, 
' What is it to be a Christian?' How can we our hearts assure?" 

THE Dim, OF ADYERSITY.-One great design of God in the 
troubles He sends upon His people, is effeetually to teach the exceed
ing vanity of the creature, and thus to embitter the things of this 
world to them, to wean their h'i)arts from them, to bring earthly 
things out of request with them, to make them see that there is no 
true contentment nor solid satisfaction for the soul to be found in 
them, and to make them see where true happiness and contentment 
are to be had-even in God and in Christ alone, for whom their 
souls were created, redeemed, and sanctified.-John U-unyan. 
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RECONCILIATION. 

BY ALBERT VINE, CouRLAND GROVE 0HAPEL, 0LAPHA.M, Lo:--rnoN. 

OuR subject suggests a condition of enmity, which has caused 
estrangement and alienation and which requires a complete healing 
of the breach to bring about mutual peace and harmony. It 
involves the great mystery of Christianity-the intervention of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, acting as Mediator between a righteous and holy, 
yet offended, God and fallen and guilty men. We have therefore 
before us this great subject in a twofold aspect, and will endeavour 
to show, as briefly as possible, what it really means. 

BY REOONCILIATION is meant the full and complete satisfaction 
of the claims of the law on the sinner by the infliction of its 
penalty on the Lord Jesus Christ as the sinner's Substitute. Our 
first business will therefore be to consider the principle in which 
the whole originates. This is-that the authority of the Law must 
be maintained by the Lawgiver, and that when the guilt of law
breaking is incurred, its sentence must be carried into effect. 

In common life, utter confusion follows if the Law is defied by 
those who should obey it, or allowed by those whose place it is to 
maintain it but fail to do so. Ji its dignity and authority are not 
upheld, anarchy follows. Thus the universal principle of Law is 
that expressed in 2 Sam. xxiii. 3, " He that ruleth over men must 
be just, ruling in the fear of God." 

If, however, this is inflexibly done, it will lead in many cases to 
a conflict between law and love. 

This was the conflict experienced in the mind of Brutus''' when 
his sons were convicted of conspiracy against the Roman Republic. 
The judgment of the law was that they must die ; but the plea of 
love was "Let them live." The law cried, "Condemn.'' Love 
said, "Have mercy." Nor is it hard to realise the conflict which 
raged in that father's heart and the struggle which it cost him to 
sentence them to death. 

This conflict between law and love is also exemplified in the 
case of David. Absalom, who had murdered his brother Amnon, 
fled to Geshur, where he remained in banishment for three years. 
Then arose a conflict in David's mind between law and love. He 
was comforted concerning Amnon and he loved Absalom, whom he 
longed to have back. "The soul of King David longed (or was 
consumed) to go forth unto Absalom." Love therefore would have 
restored him, but law forbade his restoration. David was king; he 
was therefore responsible for the administration of justice and 
bound to uphold the righteousness _ of the government, and not ~o 
allow it to pass unvindicated through the tenderness of a fathers 

* Not Marcus Lucius Brutus, by whom Julius Cresar was m;1r~ered, but 
Marcus Junius llrutus ono of the founders of the Romau Republic m the 6th 
century, B.O. When F°irst Consul his two sons were brought before hi~ charged 
with conspiring ag1tinst the Government, and condemned to death by him-

,, The pubUe father who the private quelled, 
As on the dread tribunal sternly sad." 

-Thomson·s ·' Winter:· 
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heart. He was compelled, therefore, to forbid Absalom's return, 
though his own soul was consumed by his love for him. 

Now, cannot we believe in exactlv the same conflict between love 
and law in the mind of a perfectly holy God? There is in Him a 
righteousness infinitely more. righteous and a love infinitely more 
tender than ever was known in man, nor can we be surprised that 
His law cannot be set aside, or that His love yearns over the sinner 
even while He passes His just sentence upon him on account of 
the sin? 

We sometimes hear the punishment of sin mentioned as if it 
were fierce and cruelly pitiless. It should rather be regarded as 
an imperative necessity imposed upon an impartial Judge by the 
righteous claims of a violated law. In passing sentence he does 
not act vindictively. Indeed, some have suffered more acutely at 
the moment than did the criminal before them. Nor when the 
Home Secretary signs the warrant for the execution is he to be 
deemed unfeeling. Both are simply maintaining the law, as they 
are bound to do, whatever their sorrow or compassion. 

Why, then, should it be thought strange if there is the same 
combination of attributes in God? He is the Head of the universe; 
nor do we know how many worlds are under His control and 
observant of His government. Beyond a doubt, millions are depen
dent upon His rule. Are, then, presumptuous men to impute it to 
defective love in Him if He does not allow the law to be played 
with at their pleasure ? So far from its indicating this, it is obvious 
that to give a loose rein to the violation of law would be to act most 
unlovingly to the creatures whose Creator and Benefactor He is. 
The tenderness of a compassionate heart ,might urge that trans
gression should pass unnoticed, but the imperative claims of an 
impartial government absolutely require that "the Judge of all" 
should ne,·er make light of sin. 

This, then, brings us face to face with the great difficulty that 
has called forth the Gospel, viz., in what way can the law be vindi
cated, and yet the sinner who has broken it be saved ? The woman 
of Tekoah, when she went to King David respecting the restoration 
of Absalom, employed remarkable words when she affirmed of the 
Most High that " He does not respect any person, yet doth He devise 
means that His banished be not expelled from Him" (2 Sam. xiv. 
14). According to this, He shows no partiality and "respects no 
man's person,'' and yet without partiality has contrived that 
offenders may be fully and irrevocably forgiven. How this is 
effected we reserve for a second and concluding paper. 

OcT oF DEBT AND IN DEBT.-" Owe no man anything,'' says 
the holy Apostle. This I would seek to carry out, nor would I 
purchase the smallest thing without being sure that I shall be able 
to pay for it. With my Lord it is, however, different. To Him my 
all I owe ; nor shall I ever be able to pay Him anything in retur~
Happily it is no dishonour (but rather the reverse) to be deeply in 

debt to ,Jesus Christ. 
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THE SAVIOUR'S INTERVENTION. 

BY FRANCIS QUARLES (1592-1614). 

Tms is a fine example of what is styled Personification-a bold and 
beautiful figure of speech in which inanimate objects or things 
which exist only as ideas in the mind, are spoken of as if they were 
human beings. Thus in the Bible the fields at harvest time are 
said to " sing and shout for joy," and the year to be "crowned" 
with the goodness of God (Psa. lxv. 11, 13), and "mercy and truth" 
are affirmed to "have met," and "righteousness and peace to have 
kissed each other" (Psa. lxxxv. 10). 

The introduction of the Saviour as a person into the poem, 
perhaps, goes to the utmost limit of the reverence due to the Son of 
God, but the strain of the whole is so evangelical and devout as to 
plead that it be not forgotten. Its similarity to the admirable paper 
on" Reconciliation" in this number suggested its insertion here. 

It was a great favourite both with John Hazelton and Charles 
Hill, the former of whom more than once observed that it first 
suggested to him the use of this figure in preaching, and that, 
when judiciously used, he deemed it a most effective style of 
address. 

The book from which it is taken is called "Emblems (or 
Pictures), Divine and Moral,"''' because each poem is based upon 
what is depicted in the quaint and curious engraving which 
precedes it. 

" Enter not into -judgment with Thy servant ; for m Thy sight 
shall no man living be justified" (Psa. cxliii. 2). 

Jesus. Bring forth the prisoner, Justice. 
Jiistice. Thy commands 

Are done, just Judge; sec, here the pris'ner stands. 
Jesus. What has the pris'ner done? Say what's the cause 

Of his commitment? 
Justice. He hath broke the laws 

Of his too gracious God; conspired the death 
Of that great Majesty that gave him breath, 
And heaps transgression, Lord, upon transgression. 

Jesus. How know'st thou this ? 
Justice. E'en by his own confession; 

His sins are crying, and they cry aloud; 
They cried to Heaven; they cried to Heaven for blood. 

Jesus. What say'st thou, sinner? Hast thou aught to plead 
That sentence should not pass? Hold up thy head 
And show thy brazen, thy rebellious face. 

Sinnel'. Ah me I I dare not ; I'm too vile aud base 
To tread upon Thy earth, much more to lift 

* It was recited on a Sunday-school anniversary occasion mauy years 
since by three boys, one of whom was George Ruffell, our esteemed 
contributor, Rufus, and another, Rev. John Jackson, J.P., for111:erly of 
S~venoaks. It produced a profound impressiou on the oong~egat10n a~d 
(so our friend Hill told us) was spoken of for many years afterwards m 
the locality of Stoke Ash Chapel.-EDIT0R. 
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Mine eyes to heaven; I need no other shrift* 
Than mine own conscience; Lord, I must confess 
I am no more than dnst, and no whit less 
Than my indictment styles me. Ah l if Thou 
Search too severe, with too severe a brow, 
What flesh can stand? I have trangrcssed Thy laws ; 
My merits plead Thy vengeance : not my cause. 

Justice. Lord, shall I strike the blow? 
Jesus. Hqld, Justice, stay l 

Sinner, speak on ; what hast thou more to say? 
Sinnei·. Vile as I am, and.of myself abhorred, 

I am Thy handy-work, Thy creature, Lord, 
Stamped with Thy glorious image, and at first 
Most like to Thee, though now a poor accurst, 
Convicted caitiff t and degenerate creature 
Here trembling at Thy bar. 

Justice. Thy fault's the greater; 
Lord, shall I strike the blow ? 

Jesus. Hold, Justice, stay; 
Speak, sinner; hast thou nothing more to say? 

Sinner. Nothing but Mercy, mercy! Lord, my state 
Is miserably poor and desperate ; 
I quite renounce myself, the world, and flee 
From Loi·d to Jesus, from Thyself to Thee. 

Justice. Cease thy vain hopes, my angry God has vowed; 
Abnsed mercy must have blood for blood ; · 
Shall I not strike the blow ? 

Jesus. Stay, Justice, hold; 
My bowels yearn, my fainting blood grows cold, 
To view the trembling wretch ; methinks I spy 
My Father's image in the prisoner's eye. 

Justice. I cannot hold. 
Jesus. Then turn thy hasty blade 

Into My side ; let thei·e the wound be made; 
Cheer up, dear soul ; redeem thy 'life with Mine : 
My soul shall smart, My heart shall bleed for thine. 

Sinner. 0 groundless :j: deeps ! • 0 love beyond degree ! 
Th' Offended dies to set th' offender free. 

PREDESTINATION AND PREOAUTION.-0. H. S. once told his 
students of two Turkish soldiers who were on the eve of an engage
ment. As one busied himself to put his gun in good order, the other 
laughed at his pains. "If,'' said he, "it is ordained that a man is 
to shoot you, all your trouble will be of no avail." "True," was 
the reply, "but if it is ordained that I am to shoot a man, and my 
gun won't go off, it will be awkward. I think I had better be 
prepared for what may happen." · 

* Shrive is the old word with Papists for confessing sin to a priest 
and giving absolution to· a penitent. Shrift therefore means confession 
and also absolution, especially to a dying man, the latter sense being the 
more general. Here shrift means confession. " I need no other considera
tion to enforce my confession of sin than my own accusing conscience." 

t Caitiff, ordinarily a mean, worthless person, but here to be understood 
to mean, as in Spencer, one who has been taken captive-an acoused man 
wllo has been captured by a constable. 

:j: Groundless. Having rw ground, or bottom-unfathomable. 
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COME YE TO THE WATERS. 
"The Spirit and the Bride so.y, Come. And let him that heareth say, 

Oome. And let him that is a.thirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely."-Revelation xxii. 17. 

'1'11 ~ phraseology of this highly figurative passage is hased on an 
experience familiar to all who have travelled in African deserts. 

The stock of water with which they had provided themselves is 
exhausted and their thirst has become great. No cluster of palm 
trees is in sight to indicate the locality of an oasis and their con
dition is becoming serious. Perhaps also the delusive mirage has 
mocked their misery. 

In their extremity they depute. three or four detachments of 
their company-men with keen vision and experienced to explore 
such localities-to go in different directions in search of water. 

At length, after long quest, one of these parties of pioneers, to 
their joy, discover "waters in the wilderness," and shout "·water, 
come ! " to intimate this to the rest. Those that are first to hear 
them, repeat the cry, that others may hear them; till at length the 
whole of the pioneers echo the rallying words and the entire com
pany find their way to the newly-found Elim, and "drink and live." 

What vigour and vitality does this impart to this blessed and 
long-loved passage. 

'' The Spirit and the Bride say, Come." Tim Holy Spirit goes 
first. When He teaches a.sinner, and convinces him of what he is, 
and he feels sin to be as a fire in his bones, and the law of God to 
be as a fire in his conscience, he is solemnly moved by an appre
hension of eternal damnation. Now the Holy Spirit to such saith 
"Come.'' 

And where the Bride sees such, she also says, " Come." Come 
and tell us what the Lord has done for your soul. Tell us how you 
came into this condition and what vour soul-troubles are. Not in
viting those whom the Holy Spi;it has not first touched, which 
would be taking God's place. If I invite a man whom God has not 
invited, and whom God hath not touched; if I go and tell a man 
whom God has not called to come ; if I do this I take God's place. I 
thus usurp the prerogatives of the 1Iost High. 

All the invitations of the Bible are marked by characteristic 
distinctions. It is him that thirsteth, him that hnngaeth, and him 
that labours and is hea·oy laden. If I invite those the Lord does not 
invite, I certainly take the Lord's place. . 

So then it is the Spirit first, and the Bride next. "And let him 
that heareth "-that is, the minister, the friend of the Bridegroom
" let him say, Come." 

"And l~t him that is athirst come," And whosoever will-then 
here is the will-" let him take the water of life freely; " referring 
to the freeness of God's grace in the salvation of a sinner from first 
to last.-James Wells. 

TnE VALUE OF TRIALS.-Emergencies have usually a double 
effect. They bring the soul to God in praye1· and God to the soul 
in pity.-Rnfw;. 
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NOT APPOINTED TO WRATH. 

AN ANECDOTE OF TliE LATE c. H. SPURGEON. 

THE great Preacher never wearied of ascribing his early religion 
and his passionate derntion to the Saviour, under God, to his 
loving and gracious mother, especially to her prayers for and with 
her children on Sabbath evenings-after she had read to them a 
portion of '' Alleine's Alarm to the Unconverted," or some other 
book containing direct appeals to the consciences of unconverted 
persons.* 

She rejoiced in his conversion, though regretting that he 
became a Baptist. Her tenets were moreover Arminian, while he 
almost from the first was a decided OahTinistic. This, as might be 
surmised, led to occasional discussions between them. 

In her husband's frequent absence, she often entrusted to her 
eldest son the conduct of their family devotion, leaving it to him to 
select a portion and offer the prayer, as she did herself at other 
times. 

One morning she made choice of 1 Thess. v. and, for his special 
edification, laid stress on the 9th verse. This she read thus :
" God hath NOT appointed us to wrath,'' and she gave him a 
searching look as she emphasized the adverb of negation. 

At evening worship it was Master Charlie's turn to act as 
domestic chaplain. He also selected the same chapter, but gave 
another turn to the verse in question. "God hath not appointed 
us to wrath but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ." 

He thus made it plain that the inspired words are not a denial 
of God's decree of predestination, but affirm that salvation results 
from the favour of God to His own people in accordance with His 
ancient and soYereign appointment. 

The lad was but sixteen years of age, though so evidently· 
taught of the Lord. 

This we heard from the lips of our 'beloved President in 1863, 
at one of his delightful :Monday afternoon meetings with his 
Students, which were discontinued in after years. 

Reader, endless woe will be my portion and yours unless we 
obtain salvation by Jesus Christ through God's predes!ination. 
Then, if He so favour us, we shall turn to Him, serve Hun, and 
wait for His Son from heaven-" even Jesus,'' who by the agony of 
His soul and the blood of His broken heart " delivered us from 
the wrath to come." 

RENEWED CoNFIDENCE often comes during the act of prayer. 
Thus in Psalm lxii. 2, David says " He is my defence. I shall 
not be greatly moved." In verse 6 his faith has received strength; 
his fear has left him, and he declaims " He is my defence, I sha_ll 
not be moved," for he now felt sure that nothing could disturb his 
heart. 

• See Chapter IX. in C. H. Spurgeon's Autobiography, published by 
Passmore and Ala.baster. 
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THE DAY OF POWER. 

"Thy people she.11 he willing in the da.y of Thy power.''-Pse.lm ex. 3. 

DEPRAVED by ne.ture, heart and will, 
And lost in Adam's fe.11, 

We love the broader way until 
We hear Thy gra.ciolls call. 

When Se.tan saw God's image fair 
In our first parents' fe.ce, 

He subtly then did lay the snare 
Tha.t image to erase. 

Still Sa.tan walks a garden fair, 
Bedecked with treacherous skill, 

And tempting fruits are ever there 
To gratify the will. 

His power, though limited, is great, 
To ensnare th' unwary feet; 

Since we nave lost our first estate 
His victory is complete. 

Coggeshall. 

UnLil the Lord with mightier power 
Convinces us of oin; 

When leper-like and from that hour, 
We cry, "Unclean I unclean I" 

How willing, then, he only knows 
This willingnes~ who feels, 

Which Jesus gives a.lone to those 
He wounds before He heals. 

With supplications to His throne 
He bring• the contrite heart, 

And there His mercy He makes known
Peace, perfect peace t' impart. 

For oh, He died new life to give. 
New will, new thoughts, new aims; 

And all who come to Him she.II live, 
His holy Word proclaims. 

"ALICIA." 

THE CAR1'ENTER OF NAZARETH. 

" Is not this the carpenter's son?" -Matthew xiii. 55. 

I LOVE to think that He who left His home of light in heaven, 
And sojourned in this world of sin tha.t we might be forgiven, 
Before He entered on His course of sorrow and of strife, 
Ha.d numbered thirty patient years of unobtrusive life. 

The "Carpenter of Nazareth!" Come, stubborn heart of mine, 
And learn what a.II should surely lee.ru from this dear Lord of thine, 
Who knew Himself the Lord of a.II-of all the living Bead, 
Yet toiled as other workers toil to win His daily bread! 

I trust no legendary lore-I know His face was fair, 
But human eyes could never see a shining halo there; 
'Twas truth and patience, love and grace, and sweet humility, 
That gave the radiance to His face and beauty to His eye ! 

I know He loved life's simple ways and filled His lowly place, 
Through a.II those busy, toiling days, with winsomeness and grace. 
I know He loved His mother-a.ye, I know she loved her Boy, 
And marked His course from da.y to da.y with deep and thankful joy. 

And quiet word and patient deed, and thoughtful love a.nd ea.re, 
And silent help for others' need, went with Him everywhere: 
And tender balm for others' woe a.nd help for others' ease, 
Through all His gentle life I know were daily ministries. 

And I ?-I fret and strive and long through all my quiet days, 
And pant to join the busy throng and tread the wider ways; 
I miss the duties lying near, forgat that God knows best, 
While hearts are sad that I might oheer, and tired that I might rest I 

God grant me of His wondrous grace I God teach me to be stilJ, 
Content to fill a lowly place, so I but do His will ! 
And thus, through all the coming days, in sun or shadow dim, 
My life she.II be a psalm of praise tha.t rises up to Him! C. 

WEAR YING TRIALs.-The slights of friends, the shots ?f Sat~n, 
and the Lord's silence make one feel, "Oh! that I had wmgs like 
a dove, for then would I fly away and be at rest! "-Rufus. 
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REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, Ere. 

Amo1· Pati·i<c a11d othe1· Poems, by 
Mercie L. Brand. To be obtained 
only of M.L.B., Belgaurn, Guild
ford. Price 3d. 

A LITTLE book of uuprctencling verses 
of rare sweetness, which manifest a 
facility in correct scansion and ac
curate rhyming which is very un
common. Emma Tatham wrote her 
wonderful " Dre,im of Pythagoras " 
before she was twenty. Esther 
Pearson's" Buds of Hope" was the 
production of one who in her chilcl
hood lite1·aUy "lisped in numbers 
and the numbers came," and equal 
spontaneity is apparent in the few 
pieces before us, which are also the 
production of a juvenile singer who 
has not yet attained her majority. 
Of the twelve poems-though all are 
good-the first manifests the highest 
metl"ical ability. It is the song of 
a patriotic young lady who, after 
sojourning abroad, is crossing the 
Channel on her homeward voyage. 
She thus greets the white cliffs of 
old England as they first appear into 
view:-

" My Land ! My Land ! on thy 
silver strand 

I can hear the breake1·s roar ; 
And the gay white foam, as it 

dances home, 
ls bearing me to thy shore. 

In the misty morn ere the day 
is born 

I shall cross the harbour bar; 
And my barque will rest in thy 

haven blest, 
By the light of the Morning 

Star." 
The remaining eleven, though less 

meritorious, are more distinctly re
ligious, and thus this collection will 
gratify, and we _hope edify, many 
readers of different orders of mind. 

The A.B.C. London and Suburban 
Ohiirch and Chapel Directory. 
Banks and Son, Racquet Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C. 

ANOTHER of our publisher's marvels. 
Here we have ample particulars of 
all the places of worship in and near 
London, with the full names and 
postal addresses of their respective 
clergymen or ministers. Surely this 
must be a dear book-five shillings 
at least, and cheap at that! Messrs. 

Banks and Son, however, modestly 
reply-after the fashion of store 
chemists-" No, 0111· price is two
pence." We are really much obliged 
to them for again issuing this long
valued annual. 
The Origin of Evil, and other Ser

mons, by the late Rev. A. W. 
l\fomerie, M.A., Prof. of Logic aud 
Metaphysics, King's College, Lon
don. First cheap edition, 6d. 
London : H. R. Allenson, Ltd., 
Racquet Court, E.C. 

THIS book is a cheap reprint of a 
class about which it is hard to give 
an opinion. Their writers, who 
were men of broad sympathies and 
phitanthl'opic purposes, aimed at the 
propagation of "common-sense re
ligion,"- which, being interpreted, is 
a religion into which the principles 
of rationalism largely enter. Differ
ing greatly on some points, they are 
agreed in hating Calvinism; they 
regard God's natural relation to 
mankind as paternal rather than 
that of a Creator, Preserver, Bene
factor, and moral Governor who 
will be the Judge of all. That Christ 
is, in a sense, Divine they believe, 
but what He effected on earth and 
how this benefits men seem . to them 
a matter of grave uncertainty. They 
have faith that a beautiful future will 
compensate for the ills of the present 
and the past, and trust with Tenny
son-

" that somehow good 
Will be the final goal of ill." 

All this we regard as error, and 
deem Robertson of Brighton, Charles 
Kingsley, F. D. Maurice, Llewellyn 
Davies, the author of this book, and 
others as men to be regarded with 
extreme c:iution. On the other hand 
their writings are often fresh, for
cible, and suggestive, and contrast 
greatly with the tame and conven
tional productions of many evan
gelical authors. Shall we therefore 
recommend young and inquiring men 
to read or to eschew sucb books as 
this before us? We would reply-
not unless they are at peace with 
C.od through Jesus Christ-not un
less they are favom·ed with a clear 
and comprehensive view of the pl?-n 
of Salvation-and not if such mis
cellaneous reading will absorb time 
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which should be devoted to the I will it be wise to read such literature 
~ible an~ the great Christian clas- as this. 'rhis book is excellont_o~ it» 
s1cs, whrnh should ever have fore- class and a wonder of good gettrng
most attention. Thcu and only then I up and cheapness. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

RECOGNITION OF :MR. H. G. i to tears; I selected a corner where 
HURRELL AT CHELMSFORD. ] I felt I should not be seen, and 

• • , • • i without any covering for my head, 
THE. Rec~gmt10n Services m con- I save the sky, I knelt down and asked 
11ect10n with the settlement of Pas- i God if He would help me to be a 
tor H. G. llur~ell were held on Easter : Christian, so that I might go to this 
Monday, April 20th. , beautiful home when I died. 

In the afternoon Pastor T. L. I ,, 1 
Sapey, of Rrixton, presided, and i When about 14, rear~ of age my 
after reading two short Psalms pare?ts sent met<? i'i~rw,ch to learn 
called upon Mr. Garrard, of Ipswich, th.e harness-uiakrng, and to lodge 
to ask the Divine blessinn- upon the ""1th my uncle. In the workshop my 
meetings. 0 lot seemed cas~ among those who 

Pastor H. T. Chilvers, of Ipswich, c:ired not for Go_d, bt~t were con
delivered an earnest address upon tmually blasphemrng H,s h?lY name ; 
the ,, nature of a Gospel Church." and_ n?w that the restramts of :, 
Th Pastor the~ related his call by Christian home were no longer ab?ut 

e . me, I gradually left off attendrng 
grace, which was as follows:- God's house, and mixed with those 

"I am standing before you to-day who abused the Sabbath. This went 
under very different eol!ditions to on for nearly a year, although I was 
what has been my wont smce I have durino- that time continually suffer
been in Chelmsford, and feel it is no ing fr~m the torture of a guilty con
easy matter to talk about myself. I science. I thought I would like to see 
was born of godly parents in 1884. what some of the Norwich Chapels 
In the providence of God they were like, so Sunday after Sunday I 
removed from the place of my birth went from place to place, not caring 
to a "Village about six miles from very much for any, until one Sunday 
Norwich. It was while living here evening my uncle asked me to go 
that I and my brothers and sister with him to hear Mr. Phillips, then 
were sent to Sunday-school at the Pa$tor of St. Mary's Baptist Church, 
Baptist Chapel at Claxton, over Norwich. I went, and went again the 
which Mr. Sapey ~as t_hen Pa~tor. next Sunday morning by myself, and 
I remember no serious 1mpress1ons althotwh I could not explain to any
in those days, excepting that I was one th~ reason, I felt I must con
very fond of going to Sunday-school. tinue. So I did, sometimes by my-

" The first serious impression I re- self, and sometimes by my uncle's 
member was after I had left school advice. The preaching of Mr. 
and was engaged by my grandfather Phillips seemed ~o revive_ the 
'keeping sheep.' One summer's day, memory of the music I heard m. the 
abo11t half a mile from the village, I field, and I became very anx10us 
heard strains qf music, and being about my state b_efore God, and I felt 
verv fond of music I went across the that should I die bell would be my 
field in order to hear them better: lot. One Sunday evening Mr. Phil
it proved to be a 'German band' l!ps, during his serm~m, quoted two 
playing one of Sankey's well-known l!nes of a hymn whwh went home 
hymns-' Bright, beautifnl Home.' hke an arrow-
I listened until it was finished : how "To-morrow's sun may never risP 
I felt I really cannot tell; but I To bless thy Joo~-deluded eye•." 
know I was fiiled with one thought, During the rest of the service I sat 
'Shall I ever go to this home?' and trembled. At the close l\Ir. 
Answer the question I could not. I Phillips invited 'anxious ones ' to 
sat down in the field and g-ave vent his vestry. I resolved that I would 



go before I had left the Chapel. 
However, the enemy of souls per
suaded me it was no use, and I felt 
he was right, and concluded I wonld 
not go. However, just as we left 
the Chapel my uncle told me he had 
been watching me, and felt I ought 
to go ronncl and see l\fr. Phillips. 
After a little persuasion I went. I 
remember nothing much of the in
terview, until Mr. Phillips went 
clown upon his knees and prayed ; 
ancl as he prayed, the light came; I 
saw Jesus as the Saviour of lost sin
ners, ancl felt I could believe and 
trnst; a burden seemed to have left 
me, and I felt a calmness come into 
my soul as I said inaudibly, 'Lord, I 
trust Thee with my soul.' I shall 
never forget my uncle's prayer 
when we reached home, how he 
prayed that I might be kept from 
falling. 

" When I was at work next day I 
did not say much. I felt I wanted to 
be quiet and think about the past 
e,ening; I felt happy and wanted to 
be undisturbed, so I did not enter 
into conversation with my work
mates. This peace I did not long 
enjoy ; the very next day the ques
tion was put as to whether I had got 
sa,ed. I replied that I felt I had 
through God's grace and mercy, and 
I thank God that I was thus able to 
confess Him before my fellows at the 
beginning. 

"This was in December, 1900. A 
month or two elapsed, and I felt I 
must join the Church as I was so 
happy under the ministry at St. 
Mary·s ; accordingly I sought mem
bership and was accepted, and was 
baptised by Mr. Phillips in March, 
1901. 

"About a vear after this I went to 
London and 0 worked at my trade in 
Newington Butts, almost O[Jposite 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, which 
place of worship I attended dur
ino- the ministry of Pastor Thomas 
Sp"';irgeon. Up till this time I was a 
strano-er experimentally to the dvc
trine; of free and sovereign grace. 
One Lord's-day morning Mr. Spur
geon preached from the words ' Ye 
are bonght with a price.' This ser
mon opened my eyes, and I saw 
clearly that God was not only a 
Sovereign but that redemption was 
a sovereign act and was absolute. I 
went to the Scriptures and wondered 
I llad not seen it before. 

"About this time :M:r. Sapey ac
cepted a call to the Baptist Church 
at Soho; I thei•efore went over to 
hear him, and continued so to do 
while I stayed in London, and felt 
very much blessed under his minis
try. 

"A few months late1• I returned to 
Norfolk, and went to live with my 
parents at Ashby St. Mary, working 
at home in my trade. I attended 
the Baptist Chapel at Claxton, the 
scene of my childhood days, and in 
No,·ernber, 1!104, was received into 
Church fellowship after stating my 
call by grace.'' 

(To be co11ti1med). 

LIMEIIOUSE (ELIM).-On Easter 
Sunday the anniversary services of the 
Rnndav-scbool were held, when Pastor 
F. C. Holden preached in the morning 
from Prov. iv. 7, 25, 26, 27, especially 
empbasiPing the truth taugllt in verse 
7, and showing how and where wisdom 
is to be found. In the afternoon the 
Superintendent gave a scriptural ad
dress to the scholare, dealing with the 
respective letters of the word wisdom. 
'fhe evening servioe was conducted by 
Mr. E. White, who diecoureed very 
R.cceptably upon 3 John 4, speaking 
firetly of the subject, "Truth ; " 
secondly, concerning "The Action"
walking in Truth; thirdly, "The 
Relationship "-My children ; fourthly, 
"The Experience." Thie service was 
ccnclnded with a special prayer
meeting, the answer to which waP 
realised on the following day in good 
a.ttendance of friends from other Causes 
far and near. Mr. E. Rcee preached in 
the afternoon from Col. iii., last clause 
of 24th verse, noticing first " The Lord " 
-" Ye Perve the Lord Christ ; " secondly, 
·' The Servant"-" Ye ; " lastly, "The 
Service." In the evening, being joined 
by other friende, a very enjoyable time 
was spent, when short addresses were 
delivered oy Mesare. W. H. Abrahame, 
E. Rose, S. J. Taylor, and the Pastor, 
special singing and recitations also 
oeing rendered by the scholars and 
young people. Mr. G. S. Fan~cb 
occupied the chair, and in his readmg 
and remarks made special reference to 
the same topic as mentioned above as 
being dealt with on the Sunday 
morning-Prov. iv. Mr. J. Dent, leader 
of the Bible-olase, offered prayer. The 
Report of the Superintendent showed a 
steady continuance of the all-important 
work throughout the year as regards 
both teachers and scholare, the forIJ!er 
numbering 10 and the latter 100, w1tb 
an average attendance of 8 and 70 
respectively. One teacher, previously a 
member of the Blble-clase, bad been 

I baptized and added to the Church. The 
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meeting oonoluded with the distribution 
or some 40 priz3s and 20 special text 
a1uds, The subscriptions and oolleotions 
amounted to :£6 71!. 7d., whioh enabled 
us to meet all expens11• due, leaving 11, 

ba.la.uoe of a few ehillinge in .ba.nJ. 

OLAPIIAM JU!S'OTIO!S' ( P&OVI· 
DENCE, MEY&IOK ROAD),-On April 
26th and 28th wae oelebrated the thirty
sixth anniversary of tbe formation of 
the Ohuroh. Mr, Chas. A. Guy preached 
on the Sunday morning from the words 
"Thou rema.inest," and in the evening, 
to a. good congregation, he spoke from 
the text, "Behold the Lamb of God." 
It proved to be a time of good tbi_n_gs to 
many present. On the Tue~dr.>y Mr. •r. 
Dean very kindly presided, in the 
absence of Mr, J. Oooper through ill
ness. A briet retrospect of the past 
year wa! given by the Church Secretary, 
.vhioh showed that the vrea.ching of the 
Word had been maintained. Blessings 
had followed, and candidates for 
membership were before the Church. 
The servioe of praise had been joyously 
maintained. A monthly leaflet had 
been distributed, After some encourag
ing words from the Oha.irma.n, Pastor 
J. E. Flegg gave us some pra.ctioa.l 
remarks on the importance of individual 
and persona.I servioe on the part of 
members of our Oburohed. Pastor T. 
Jones "followed with· an earnest address 
on the determination of the Apostle 
Paul to know nothing among men save 
Jesus Christ and Him orucified, Pastor 
H. Dadswell then gave an experimental 
address on the words, "Prea.ohing 
peaoe by Jesus Christ; He is Lord of 
a.II"; and Mr. H.J. Wileman closed with 
an exhorta.tion to follow the example 
ol the apostles in the use of the weapon 
of prayer. A vote of sympathy with 
Mr. Oooper in his illness and a. vote of 
thanks to the Oha.irma.n and speakers 
were unanimously accorded by the 
meeting. The very unfavourable 
wea.ther interfered with the atten• 
dance on the Tuesday, but it was felt 
to be a. spiritually profitable gathering. 
-F. W. KEVAN. 

EBENEZER, GRAYS. 
SPRING meetings were held on Easter 
Monday, April l!Oth. In the afternoon 
a. sermon was preache.i by Pastor H. D. 
Tooke, of Gurney-road, from J er. xxxiii. 
3, It wa.s a most sea.rohing and at the 
same time most enoouraging disoourse, 

Tea was then served. after whioh 
Mr. Birkett, of Hope, Bethnal Green, 
presided at the evening meeting. 
After the opening hymn the Chairman 
read Isa.. !iii., and brother Layzell, of 
Barking, sought the Lord's blessing 
upon the meeting, 

The Ohairman having expressed plea
sure at being onoe more among the 
friends at Grays, Mr. Tooke followed up 

his afternoon disoourse, •pea.king from 
Gen. xxxii. 12, "Thou •aidet, I will 
surely do thee good," showing that tl, 1e 
incident in the life of Ja.cot> was an il
l11etra.tion of a ~od-given f•ith, by wh1oh 
we were enabled to plead the promise" 
and rest upon God's Word. 

Mr. Welsta.nd spoke from the word•, 
"Jeane Himself stood in the midst." 

Mr. Rayfield, of Gravesend, delivered 
a. sound, Christ-exalting Gospel address; 
and the Pastor m11de a few remarks 
from the text," The Word of the Lord 
enduretb forever." 

In "pite of the wintry weather a 
goodly number gathered. The friends 
were much enoouraged by seeing friends 
from other Ca.uses, and felt it good to 
be in the courts of the Lord's house. A 
epirit of unity and peace and the power 
of the Holy Ghost was manifest. 

EBEN EZER, 

STEVENAGE (ALBERT ST&EET).
On May 6th, anniversary servfces were 
held, when two sermons were preached 
by Mr, E. Mitchell, of Oba.dwell-street, 
whioh were listened to with great 
attention and much appreciated. '!'here 
was a public tea. between the services, 
and the collections were a.bout the 
ea.me as la.et year. Congregations en
couraging, including many friends 
from Hitchin, whose presence greatly 
cheer~d,_u,.-J. P . .P. 

LESSNESS HEATH, BELVEDERE 
-The meetings held on Good Friday 
showed the interest which ie beinsr 
taken in this little Cause. Pastor H. 
Mountford preached to a full house. 
The message proved to be one very 
suited to the cases of many present and 
was ta.ken from the firat text Mr. 
Mountford spoke from in this little 
house of prayer many years a.go, 
"Salvation is of the Lord." A precious 
Obrist was ex!!olted, and storm•toseeil 
pilgrims were helped. A good number 
sat down to tea, and a large congrega
tion listened to the contin11ed message 
from the ea.me words in the eveninir. 
The oollections proved very eatiefactorJ, 
and greater rejoicings were in storti 
when the bleating ot the lan:.bs was 
heard with a desire to follow the Great 
Shepherd and be folded in the midst of 
Hia Church, four having expres;;ed a 
wish to join the Church and one from 
another Ohuroh.-D. 0. 

WOOBURN GREEN. -Services ot 
a. very encouraging nature were h_eld 
on Easter MonC:a.y. Mr. Dearmg 
preaohed in the afternoon from the 
words, "If ye, then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your 
children," &c. He was graciously helped 
to show the evidences and ma.rks of 
those possessing the Holy Spirit. ~1r. 
J, P. Barra.dell presided over the even mg 
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meeting. Mr. Mayo, or High Wycombe, 
lt,d in prayer. The Chairman read the 
Word and gave a very enconraging 
address. Mr. E. Gentle based his re
mark~ npon the word~. "If eo be that Y" 
have tasted that the Lord ie 'gracious," 
which made the friends lon~ f0r more 
of these preoious tasting times, Mr. 
Dearing gave an addr"se from "Buy 
the truth and sell it not." Mr. Chapman 
rlwelt upon "It ie finil!'hed," Mr. 
Elnangh gave a report of the Repair 
Fund and spoke of the Lord'~ irreat 
goodness to this little Church. Mr. Ives 
also gave a short addres•. Collections 
were taken for repahe, The Ctu.irman 
announced that sufficient money was 
now in hand to complete the repairs, 
and asked the congregation to rise and 
sing "Praise God, from Whom all 
blessings flow." The friends •eemed 
sorry when the meeting concluded ; 
they were amongst the best ever held 
in Eben~er. 

RECOG~ITION OF PASTOR 
W. R. C. LEGGETT. AT OTLEY, 

SUFFOLK. 
APRIL 29th dawns. It is a beautiful 
bright day in the midst of showery 
day•. Many from all parts are wending 
their way to Otley Chapel, when Mr. 
W. R. C. Leggett (grandson of the late 
Samuel Collin•, of Grnndisbnrgh) wa~ 
publioally recognised as Pastor of the 
Baptist Church. 

The afternoon service. at which it wa~ 
eatimated there were 350 people pre•ent, 
was ably presided over by Pastor H. T. 
Cl:tilvere. Mr. Flavell implored the 
Divine blessing. Pastor A. lllorling 
•tated the nature of a Gospel Church. 
The Past-or-elect related his call by 
grace. call to the ministry, and a 
summary of the truths he believed in 
and intended to preach in a most satiE
factory manner. TPe senior deacon, 
Mr. Dunnett, related the leadings oc 
rlivine providence in connection with 
Mr. Leggett. Pastor Chilvers then 
united the hands of the Pastor and 
Dea.con on the behalf of the Church, 
and Pastor L. H. Colla offered the 
Ordination prayer. 

Tea followed, at which about 250 sat 
down. 

At the evening meeting, Pastor 
Fra.nkland presided, and gav1:1 a. very 
helpful addrese. Pastor ChilverA gave 
the charge to the Pastor, and Pastor 
L. H. Coils the charge to the Church, 
both being very stimulating addreeaee. 
About 500 were present at the evening 
service. Ministerial brethren preeen t 
were: Messre. A. Morling, L. H. Coils, 
H. T. Chilver1, S. B. Stocker, Flavell, 
Frankland, W. R. C. Leggett, ana 
Ba.rker (Congregational. Wickham Mar
ket). People were preseut from Ipswich 
and Churches all around. 

Pastor Leggett thanked all visitors 
and workere, and any who had tried in 
any way to make the eervioe a. eucocee. 
The singing of the hymn;" All h&;il the 
power of Jean's Namf," and the Benedic
tion brought theee happy eervioea to a 
close, and many returned to their homes 
grateful and refreshed, eaying, 

"B!est Jesus I what d·ellciolls fare I 
How sweet Thine entertainments a.re." 

May the Lord command Hie ble~siag 
upon Pastor and people at Otley, and 
send ou all His Churches "showers' ot 
blessing.' M. A. MOORE. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 
ANNIVERSARY OF OPENING AND UN

VEILING OF LATE PASTOR'S MEMO• 
RIAL 

THE twenty-fourth anniversary of the 
openmg W&• held on May 10,b, when 
tbe P ... 1or, T. L. Sapey, prenched botb. 
~oruinl{ and eveninl{. 'l'he morning's 
discourse was upon P•a.. oxxii. 1, 11 I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us go 
into the houet! of the Lord," and we 
were led to notice :-

(1) 'flle gathering-a. company of 
those (ver. 6) wbo prayed for the peace 
of J erusa.lem. 

(2) They were distinguiahed and 
separated one• who invited tb.e psalmist 
to go with them-Let us go. . 

(3) They found the house somewhat 
at a. distance, for tl:tey. said, "Let us 
go "-demanding effort and probably 
contention with surrounding circum
stancee. D<> we? 

(4) Tne house of the Lord-a place 
ereoted for the purpode of preaching 
His own Word and i.n which His ordi• 
nances were to be observed. 

(5) The aoknowledgment of comrade
ship, fellowship, communion, and 
brotherhood. 

(6) The things i:,roduced in the house 
-good fruit, joy in the Holy Gho,t, 
honour ('' 'fbOStl that honour Me, I will 
honour), the well-being of J erusa.lem. 
There is the place of revelation : the 
arm of the Lord is revealed and all His 
glorious achievements proclaimed. 

The evening's service was also profit
able, the Pastor bringing to our notiotl 
two solemn portions of Scripture-Isa.. 
lxiv. 11 and 2 Cor. v. l. · 

On Tuesday afternoon, May 12th, 
Pastor E. Mitchell preached a sermon 
from Paa. ciii. 15-18 and extolled thll 
mercy of God so sweetly unfolded by 
the psalmist therein, speaking more 
p!l,rtioularly of its expansiveness, it• 
wonderful tenderness, and its dura
bility, a.dding that the declaration of 
God'e meroy being from everlasting 
to everlasting" filled the cup right up." 
After treating on the solemn subject of 
the vanity of ·• time things," the speaker 
declared that whilst he did not wish to 
appear to be in a hurry, he did not waJ!t 
to think he was yet a great way from ht• 
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Master's houee ; he would be content to 
etay so long as He was pleased to make 
him useful. He felt very much what 
mercies he had been the recipient of all 
hie days, and he loved to see the truths 
which our fathers held so deru to be 
laying hold of the ohildren. He could 
count five generation a or his own family 
who were subjects of divine grace, 1md 
the Lord't1 people had every encourage
ment in training the young to read and 
study the Word of God. 

Mr. J, M. Rundell presided at the 
public meeting in the evening. He 
read Pea, cxlvii., and Mr. J. Cattell, one 
of the deacons, engaged in prayer, . 

The Chairman then unveiled the 
mural tablet, remarking that it was a 
privilege to be associated with the late 
beloved Pastor, who, "though dead, he 
yet speaketh." God had honoured him in 
the preaching of new covenant truth 
to the ingathering of precious souls. 
The tablet being unveiled, the inscrip
tion was read, as follows :-

" Thy Word is truth." 

In loving memory of 
CHARLES CORNWELL, 

Who entered into rest April 30th, 1907. 

He was the honoured Pastor of this 
Churoh for 36 years-a devoted student of 
the Word of God and an able exponent of 
the doctrines of free and sovereign grace, a. 
firm adherent of the scriptural ordinances 
of Believer's Baptism and Strict Commu
nion. 

This Tabernacle was built through his 
•1ntiring energy, and for 23 years he fear
lessly and faithfully preached the Gospel 
within its walls. · 

He ,vas not, for God took him. 

The Chairman expressed very great 
pleasure at the workmanship and exe
cution of the work and then addressed 
the meeting- on the words, "The 
memory of the just is blessed." He 
had just come from another meeting 
(Bethnal Green), where another aired 
and faithful eerv1mt of God (Mr. 
Jamee Clark) had laboured so long, and 
he felt the solemnity of both meetings. 
He declared it was the work of God to 
make a just man, and he prayed to God 
to b.ess Mr. Sapey and the Church and 
lead them into the saored mysteries of 
divine truth and grant them the spirit 
of graoe and supplication. 

Mr. Guille thanked the Chairman for 
so_ kindly presiding that evening. He 
said the memory of the departed would 
never die. Words failed to express his 
worth. He remembered the dear Pastor 
used to speak of His Lord as "my 
blessed Master," and now he saw His 
~aoe and enjoyed Hie smile, In think
ing about the sad state of the Churohes 
-God's servants being laid aside and 
others taken away-he oould not help 

taking up the words of Exod. xiv. 13, 
"Stand still and see the salvation of 
the Lord." He desired to see those that 
remained supported and made strong, 
and that, like our late Pastor, they 
would never apologise for th3 Word of 
the Lord, He was glad to bear testi
mony that Mr. Sapey was of the same 
spirit, and they were looking forward 
for manifestation of the fruits thereof. 
He thanked those who had shown their 
love to the Cause and enabled the 
memorial to be unveiled free of cost. 

Suitable and profitable addreeses were 
t)!en giyen by Messrs. Mutimer, 
Mitchell, Waite anci White. 

After a few words from the Pastor, 
who announced that the collections 
(with the kind help or a lady member 
present) had realised :£17, the amount 
owing to the Treasnrer, the Chairman 
closed the meeting with a. few words of 
prayer. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA),-Services in 
connection with the seventy-ninth anni
versary of this Church were celebrated 
on Sunday, April 26th. Pastor Philip 
Reynolds, of Huddersfield, was the 
preacher morning, l\fternoon and even
ing, There were large congregations at 
the three services, especially in the 
evening, when the chapel was filled to 
overflowing. At the evening service 
Mr. Reynolds preached an excellent 
sermon from Hosea ii. 14, 15, This and 
both afternoon and eveninir measages 
proved very helpful and profitable, and 
we pray God's richest blessing ma.y 
follow up the Word so earnestly pro
claimed there that da.y, that some sonl 
may have indeed been taken by the 
Divine Lover into the wilderness and 
there found rest and peace.-G. E. D. 

"HOPE," BETHNAL GREEN. 
SPECIAL services were held on :May 12th 
in the interest of the late esteemed 
Pastor, Mr.Jae, Clark, At the a.fternoon 
meeting Mr, Rundell presided. Prayer 
having been offered by Mr. Johns, the 
Chairman said it was with mixed feel
ings of joy and sorrow they were met, 
and he wished that it might be God's 
will even yet to spare Mr. Clark, and 
that he might now realise that under
neath were the everlasting arms. He 
thanked God for his faithfulness and 
long life of usefnlness. 

Mr. Thoe. Carr spoke very encourag
ingly upon the words, "Looking for that 
blessed hope "-(1) the precious promise 
awaiting those wl:o are waiting His 
appeaxance : eternal life ; .a crown of 
righteousness; (2) wha.t He did when 
He appeared (Heb. ix. 26)-" put a'Y•Y 
sin·" (3) at His future appearmg 
(I John iii. 2) " we shall be like Him." 

Mr, O. S. Dalbey made some very 
profitable remarks from Pea. xlvi. 4-
'' a river," He said there were three 
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thonghts, and taking the text with its 
context he asked, Is God dead? Nay, 
(1) We have a living God; (2) we 
have a living Obrist; (3) we have a 
living Holy Ghost-" There is a river; 
the streams thereof shall ma.ke gla.d the 
city of God." 

In the eveninir Mr. A. Boulden pre
sided. Mr. W. R. Lowrie sought the 
blessing of God. 

The Chairman spoke very encourag
ingly, ba~ing his rema.rks on a.ad nsing 
principally the words in the chapter 
read. He sympa.thised very deeply with 
Mr. Clark a.nd a.lso wished that the 
Lord might restore him aga.in. In the 
meantime he exhorted the Chnrch to 
ta.rry the Lord's pleasure concerning 
her fnture. 

Mr. F. C. Holden sa.id " Hope" does 
not seem like .. Hope" without brother 
Cla.rk. He spoke from (fellowship with 
God and with the s~ints) 2 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 
'·As sorrowful. yet a.lwa.y• rejoioin1r," 
compa.ring Ma.tt. v. ll.12; John xvi. 33; 
1 Peter i. 6, iv. 12. 13. 

Mr. J.E. Elsey based his rema.rks on 
John iii. 5. which be said ha.d a.lwa.ys 
been the desire of ·' Hope." 

Mr. J. W. Clark spoke from Isa. Iii. 7, 
"Thy God reigneth." showing bow by 
the lives of four persons in Scripture, 
whose live~ were set out in deta.il
Mose•. Ja.cob. J osepb, and David. 

"All shall come and last and end, 
As shall please our Heavenly Friend." 

Mr. Parnell ,ra.ve a. few thoughts on 
Phil. iv. 19. ·· My God sha.ll supply all 
your neede." 

The meetings were well a.ttended 
a.nd a. good ~um collected: so that, 
through the kindness a.nd generosity ot 
friends fa.r a.nd near, the very substa.n
ti&l sum of fifty guinea.a was pre,ented 
to M.r. Clark, for which be deaires to 
convey bis warmest tha.nks to a.11 
friends for their expression of affection 
and sympathy. 

A vote of thanks wa.s a.ooorded the 
Cha.irma.n and spea.kers both afternoon 
and evening, and Mr. W. H. Abra.ha.ms 
closed a. very enjoyable day with prayer. 

W.R. JOHNS. 

LEE (DACRE P ARK).-The Cbnrcb 
anniversary services were held on Sun
day. May 10th. when Mr. W. A. Tooke 
preached two sermom, which were 
much appreciated. The attendances 
were encouraging. On Tuesday a public 
meeting was held, presided over by Mr. 
F. J. Catchpole. Stirrinl!' addresses were 
delivered bf Messre. J. W. Da.vieP, T. 
Henson. W. A. Tooke, and E. C. Clark. 
The Annual Report was read by the 
secretary. Mr. E. W. Thomae, who, in 
reviewing the pa.et yea.r, ment10ned the 
tremendous difficulties the Church had 
had to meet, and how they bad been 
helped to surmount them a.II. Their 
determination for the preeent w&s to go 

forwa.rd. The financial sta.tement was 
read by Mr. T. J. Webb, and showed a 
ha.la.nee in hand of £1 10~., which, 
nnder the circumsta.noeP, wa.e considered 
most sa.tisfaotory. The attendance was 
very good. The meeting was hea.rty a.nd 
most sympathetic. It wa.R decided to 
thoroughly clean the oha.pel and renew 
the Runda.y eerv.ices -w hioh h&ve been 
held durinir the winter in the school
there the first Sunday in June. 

OCCOLD.-On May 17th the Sunda.y
school anniversary services were held 
and will be long remembered. Pastor E. 
W. Flegg, of Homerton Row, London, 
conducted the eerviceP, and, a.lthough it 
was hie first visit to UP; he was evi
dently quite a.t home and &t great 
liberty. The cba.pel wa.s well filled in 
the morning, and the friends rejoiced 
under the sound of the old Gospel. 
Mr. Flegg'e address to the children in 
the afternoon was grea.tly enjoyed by 
a.II ; the children sang the special 
hymns very heartily. But the evening 
service crowned the.da.y; every a.va.il
a.ble seat was occupied, including forms 
in the aisleP, and eevera.l were unable 
to gain admission, the Churches a.t 
Stoke Ash a.nrl Risba.ngles having 
closed· their cha.pals for the evening 
a.nd other Ca.uses being also represented. 
Pa.store A. Morling and Denmee were 
among our conirrega.tion. Our brother 
Flegg wa.e again greatly helped, a.nd we 
felt it good to be there while he spoke 
or the importance of the work of 
Sunday - school teaching and the 
teachers' reeponsibilities, diffioultiee 
a.nd encoura.gementP. It was one of 
the beet anniversary services we re
membered, fina.ncia.lly a.nd otherwise, 
the presence of the Master was rea.1-
ieed and it is hoped that under the 
Spi;it's power the proclaimed Word 
may bear fruit to the glory of Jlis 
na.me.-S. HA WES. 

TOTTENHAM (EBEN EZER). - The 
Sabbath-school anniversary wa.s held 
on Easter Sunday and Monday. The 
Pastor, Mr. A. E. Brown, prea.c~~~ on 
Sunday morning from Gen. xlvm. 15, 
16, the message being appropriate to the 
occasion. In the afternoon Pastor E. 
Rose ga.ve·an interestjng !1-ddress ~o the 
adult•, which was a.like ms~ruot1ve t~ 
the children, on "The Lookmg-glaes, 
as mentioned. in Exod. xxxviii. 8 and 
Jae, i. 23-25. In the eveni'!g !)Ur 
brother wa.e much helped in dehvermg 
a well-thought-out permon from the 
words "Ye serve the Lord Christ." The 
eervic~s were continued on Easter. :Mond 
day, when Pastor J, Chandler debvMer:t 
a. soul-comforting Permon from & h 
xii. 21, 22, .which wa.e a. means of muo. 
encouragement to t~e labourers in tb~ 
little cor~er of the vmeya.rc. The ev'f:ir, 
ing meetmg was presided over by 
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Moule, and after the Chairman had 
read and oommeoted on the "Prodigal 
son," Mr. Pallett, of Waltham Abbey 
prayed. The Report followed, whioh 
showed that our numbers were well 
m11,iotained, 260 being on the books, 
with an average attendanoe of 220, five 
having been added to the Church by 
l>aptism; a good library, well stocked 
with sound literature and well need. A 
speoial item was the Soripture exami
nation arranged amongst our own 
soholars, with three subjeots and three 
grades, a number of questions being set 
by Mr. Marriott, of Gower-street Chapel, 
who also examined the papere. This 
proved not only interesting to the 
thirty-tive soholars who took part in it, 
but also helpful and instruotive. Speoial 
prizes and certifioates were a ward ed. 
The Treasurer's statement showed that 
over :£55 had been raised during the 
year for the sohool work. Addresses 
were then delivered by brethren Chand
ler, Easter, and our Pastor, whioh were 
very helpful and enoouraging. Our 
superintendent, Mr. Harriss, made an 
appeal for more teaohers at the close of 
the meeting. This happy gatherinl!' 
terminated and another "Ebenezer " 
raised to the honour and glory of God. 
-E.J.V. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
-On May 10th and 12th the forty
aecond anniversary of the formation of 
the Churoh was held. On the Sunday 
Mr. F. Grimwood preached in the morn
ing from Pea. xlviii. 14 and in the 
l;!Veoiog from Rom. viii. 31. Theee 
services were continued o:.i. the follow
ing Tuesday, when Mr. W, Jeyes Styles 
preaohed most encouragingly from 
Heb. vi. 10, his subjects being ''A gra
cious ministry," "A holy motive," and 
" God's remembranoe." Those who 
were present testified to the strengthen
ing and uplifting power of the sermon, 
as it appealed to the hearts of those 
who were labourers in the Master's 
vineyard. After partaking of tea, a 
publio meeting was held, Mr. W. P. 
Goodley presidinll', The meeting ooened 
with prayer. The Chairman read Psalm 
xo,, at the olose of the same calling 
upon Mr. Simpson to engage in prayer. 
The Reoort was then read by the seore
tary, Mr. Thiselton, whioh was of a 
most enoouraging nature, testifying of 
9'od's goodness and mercy in prosper
lllg the work so abundantly in both 
tCemporal and spiritual matters. The 

hairman then made a few remarks, 
speaking most feelingly of the past and 
referring sympathetioally to the reoent 
deoease of brother Boddington. He also 
expresRed his great pleasure at the 
~ourishing oondition of the Churoh. 
P rother Aoklanrl spoke f;rom Col. i. 18 ; 

a.s~or J. E. Flegg from Luke vii., 
takmg as the basis of his remarks the 

fnneral at Naio, and showing the 
lessons to be learnt therefrom. Mr. R. 
E. Sears addressed the meeting from 
Prov, xviii, 13. The oollection was 
then taken, which, with that of Sun
day's, amounted to :£7 5s. Mr. Grim
wood opened up Psalm xlviii. 11; 
after which a hymn was sung. 
Prayer and benediction having been 
offered, Mr. F. Grimwood thanked all 
present for encouraging him, particu
larly those who had come from his late 
pastorate at Streatham, desiring that 
we with him might renew our suppll• 
cations at the mercy-seat, tarryinf! for 
the Lord's appointed time. The Dox
ology was sung. and thus a very happy 
day spent in God's house came to an 
eod.-HARRY THISELTON. 

IPSWICH (ZoA&).-Special services 
were held on Good Friday, when the 
friends gathered were favoured with 
two excellent sermons by Pastor T. L. 
Sa.pey, in the afternoon from John i. 
29, and in the evening from Job viii. 20. 
Splendid congregations assembled, the 
chapel being well filled at both aervices 
with friends from Bethesda and other 
Causes, who joined in the services, and 
all were cheered and sent a.way re
joicing in the precious truths which 
had been so beautifully and clearly set 
forth. H. B. 

EAST HAM (STAFFORD RoAD),
Very encouraging services were held 
on Good Friday, April 17th. In the 
afternoon Mr. F. C. Holden (of Lime
house) was helped to preach from 
Pea. cxi. 3. A good company sat down 
to tea. In the evening a public meeting 
was held, which was presided over by 
Mr. G. J. Applegate. He having read a 
portion of the Word, brother Birkitt 
sought Divine blessing. The following 
ministerial brethren addressed the 
meeting with profit :-G. Smith, A. 
Licence, A. Tettma.r, and E. Welsta.nd. 
A happy meeting was brought to a close 
with singing and prayer. A. R. 

BRIGHTON (SALEM, BOND STREET) 
The 68th annual meeting of the com
bined societies, Maternal and Dorcas, 
Good Samaritan and Tract, were held 
on Easter Monday, April 20th. ~he 
Pastor presided, and, after rea.drng 
Pea. xli., brother Sturtt asked God's 
blessing. Following this the Reports 
of the respective Societies were read, 
showing a deal of good work accom
plished throughout the past year. The 
otatement of accounts showed a balance 
in each case on the right side, thanks to 
the liberality of our friends: A most 
appropriate addre~s was delivered by 
Mr Sturtt from Heb. xiii. 16. Pastor 
G. W. l'homa.s, whom the friends were 
glad to have with them, spoke upon 
"Brotherhood," oonneoting therewith 
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the words, "Inasmuch ae ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these Mr, 
brethren, ye have done it unto Me.' 
Mr. Olliver, in a few remarks, exhorted 
his fellow-workers to oontinue in the 
work of the Lord, and expressed a hope 
tl:lat in the ensuing year God would 
make them still more useful in doing 
good unto all men, e~pecially "the 
household of faith." The Pastor then 
spoke of the work of the Societies in 
general, and thanked all friends for 
their practical sympathy, inviting others 
to come and join in this good .vork, 
promising all such a hearty welcome. 
At the close of the meeting it was truly 
with heart and voice we sang the 
Doxology. F. J. B. 

CALVINISTIC PROTESTANT UNION 
ANNUAL MEETING. 

THE twenty-first anniversary was an 
occasion of real rejoicing, and if the 
weather wore a wintry mask, there was 
sunshine and warmth in all the gather
ings on Easter Monday. Almoetthefirst 
of the May Meetings, it was amongst 
the first to feel the lose of the old 
historic meeting-ground in Exeter Hall. 
The hall selected was in the Baptist 
Church House in Southampton Row, 
Holbcm. There was an early arrival of 
friends, and at 1.30 p.m. there was a sale 
of work, under the superintendence of 
Mrs. Catt, Miss West, Mrs. Lloyd, Mrs. 
Kerscheliug, Mrs. Galeworthy, and Mrs. 
Webb. 

The Conference opened at 2.30, when 
the chair was taken by Mr. F. Thornton 
Gregg, M.A., of Willeeborough. The 
opening hymn was "0 God, our Help in 
ages pa,st," after which Mr. F. Harrison 
(Richmond) led the meeting in prayer. 
Mr. W. Sinden gave a brief sketch of 
the history of the Union, and told of its 
first meeting in the Alderegate Street 
Y.M.C.A. twenty-one years ago. Its 
birth was due to the gre&t growth of 
Roma.nism, Ritualism, Materialism, and 
Atheism, and these foes of true religion 
and liberty were still strong to-day, so 
that if there were a need for the exist
ence of the Union in those days there 
was a still gre&ter need to-day. Their 
Society was formed to sta,nd in the 
breach for the defence of God's Word. 
They engaged in their work because 
they were patriots and knew what the 
principles of the blessed Reformation 
had done for themselves as individuals 
and for their country as a whole. Their 
attainments might be judged to be 
small, but they knew little of the 
results of their work. 

Mr. Gregg, in his remarks from the 
chair, said tha.t to-day they had a greater 
scientific basis for the absolute truth of 
Ca.lvinism than they ever had. An 
.d.theist looked simply to see which 
system was going to give the most 
liberty. Liberty in worship appealed to 

men apart altogether from their own 
personal views. Whilst men ignored 
and were bothered by the difference 
between Romanists and Protestants, 
they could see the one faot that the 
men who simply took the Word of God 
as a sta.ndard were giving to other men 
the liberty to worship as they thought 
beet, whilst the men who took the 
Roman Church were bound and crippled 
and bound and crippled others. 

The Conference sermon was preached 
by Mr. J. 0. Smith, of the Trinitarian 
Bible Society. The text was from Heh, 
xiii. 5, 6 : "For He bath said" a'nd '' We 
may boldly ea.y." 

After tea a public meeting was pre
sided over by Mr. C. W. Wood, of 
Haywards Heath, who reviewed the · 
work of the Union during the past year, 
which ha.d been, he sa,id, very extensive, 
notwithstanding the inadequa.te finan
cial support accorded to the Union. 

.Mr. W. Sinden then presented the 
annual report, and Mr. Ca.tt gave 
details of some of the work. 

Addressee were given by Messrs, 
Barraclough, Hayles, Harrison, and 
Killick. 

The collection amounted to £10 3s. 

ST. NEOTS (NEW STBEET).-Anni
versary service• of the Sunday-school 
were held on April 26th and 28th, Mr. 
C. A. Freston (Ca.mbridge) preached on 
Lord's-day morning and evening and 
gave an address to the children in the 
afternoon. The services were well 
attended and muoh apprecia.ted. On 
Tuesday the incessant heavy downpour 
of rain preven-ted many from attending, 
but the 'gatherings were as large ae could 
beexpeoted. Tea wa.e followed by a public 
meeting, when addressee were dehvered 
by Messrs. Hazelton, Peters and Free
ton and the Annual Report was read. 
A hearty, genial spirit prevailed and we 
felt there was much oauee for gratitude. 
'fhe collections amounted to about .£9, 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

THE Centenary year of the Aged Pil· 
grime' Friend Sooiety has now come to 
a close, and it has proved t? be . a 
remarka,ble year for the Society 1ll 
many respects. In one sense it ~as 
oerta.in to be so, because of the abounding 
jor created in the hea.rts of the well· 
wishers of this noble work for God's 
aged saints, a.rising from the fact that 
the Centenary had been safely reaohe!1, 
Lovers of the Truth, as exemplified_ 1n 
the foundation principles of the Inet1tu11 
tion, felt that their covenant God_ ~a 
most surely given tokens of His D1v1ne 
approbation in the ma.rvellous man~er 
in which the work had extended durin! 
the century. While, ae the new Ann,ua 
Report says, " the Society is now a~ 
aged pilgrim,' it shows no trace 0 
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languor or deoreptitude, but rather 
gathers new strength and energy amid 
HO many thinl!'s whioh wax old and are 
ready to vamsh away," The joy thus 
felt found a natural outlet in a Centenary 
Thanksgiving Meeting, which wa~ held, 
it will be rememberad, in the Pillar 
Hall of Cannon Street Hotel in October 
last, General Sir Robert Biddulph pre• 
siding. Praise was the theme of prayer 
and song, and a suitable motto might 
have been "The Lord bath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad." 
This might most appropriately be said, 
too, of the Centenary Thanksgiving 
Fund, The Special Fond was started 
in the autumn of 1905, and has just 
been closed with a noble donation of 
£1,000 from "Last of All," for which 
tbe Committee are deeply grateful. 
The sum of more tban £6,160 has been 
oollected, and the Committee think this 
satisfaotory, having regard to the 
multitudinous and increasing claims 
upon their friends, and to the en
couraging fact that the general income 
of the Society has not been unfavourably 
affected. The sum has been applied to 
tbe support of the Horneey Ri•e Home, 
which was in great need of help, and to 
urgent repairs at the Stamford Hill 
Home, which is now practically self• 
supporting. In June laet, "Inasmuch," 
the history of the Society, written by 
tbe Secretary, and fully illustrated, was 
pablished, and the entire edition of 
1,500 copies disposed of, and through 
tbe generosity of the publishers, Messrs. 
R. Banks and Son, the profits have been 
devoted to the Centenary Fund, which 
has benefitted to the extent of upwards 
of £9!. The one hundred and first 
Annual Meeting was held, as usual, by 
the kindnesss of the Lord Mayor, in the 
Egyptian Hall of the Mansion House, 
when Mr. E. Noel, son of the late Hon. 
and Rev. Be.ptist Noel, presided, and 
proved a most sympathetic chairman. 
With him on the platform were the 
Dean of St. David's, Messrs. W. R. 
Mowll, J. H. Halletti..J• Bush, O. S. 
Dolbey, W. Sinden, .rr. A. Bevan, A. 
Hayles, Sidney Collett, H. Gruber, J. S. 
Clayton, J.E. Hazelton (secretary), and 
a number of the members of the Board 
of Management. 

After the opening exercises; Mr, 
Hazelton presented an abstract of the 
Annual Report. 

The Chairman referred to t)le question 
of State "Old Age Pensions','' and 
pointed out that whatever might be 
done in that direction there would still 
be room for the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society. The word" pilgrim" stamped 
it as Christian. They sought the itood 
of "aged pilgrims." When the shadows 
of the eventime of life were falling, 
then oftentime came anxiety. But 
their Heavenly Father knew thoy had 
"need of these things," and the sup-

porters of the Society were the hand• 
which the Heavenly Father desi!!'Ded io 
use for the purpose of diepensmg Hi• 
gifts. "All ye are brethren," He said, 
and the oall came to them to help the 
needy in their old IIR'e, 

The Dean of St. Dnid'e then moved 
the followini,- resolution :-"That the 
One Hundred and First Annual Report 
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, 
including the Reports of the Homes, be 
hereby adopted, with thanksgiving to 
our gracious covenant God for His un
failing goodness to the Institution, and 
for the tokens of His approbation 
which He has vouchsafed throughout 
the past twelve months." Thie was the 
first time, he said, that he had had 
an opportunity of publicly and actively 
supporting the Society, but he did so 
now with the sincerest pleasure. While 
it was a pleasure, it was also II duty. He 
agreed with the principles of the 
Society, which, as the Report stated. 
were drawn from the inerrant Word of 
God. He believed every word of it 
from beginning to end. In regard to 
the work of the Society in helping the 
aged, he was reminded of the story of 
the Patriarch Jacob being introduced to 
Pharaoh ; the latter, he believed, took a 
delight in helping the father of his 
faithful servant. Their aid was given 
to aged Christians, in doing which they 
were carrying out the Apostolic inj anc
tion to do good, "especially to those of 
the household of faith." 

Mr. J. H. Hallett rejoiced in the 
knowledge he had of the Saciety, and 
that he had been associated with it. It 
had just completed one hundred years 
of honourable service, and as they 
looked back they coul1 see how honour
ably and wisely and on what business
like principles it had been managed. 
The Society had been honoured to stand 
in defence of the Truth, and now, es 
they were entering on II new period, be 
rejoioed that their dependence was 
upon the unchanging, inspired, and 
unchangeable Word of God. Looking 
to the future, he had dark forebodings 
of declension from the Truth. 

Mr. W. R. Mowll supported the 
resolution, and ranged himself closely 
with those who believed in the verbal 
inspiration or the original Scriptures 
and stand by God's Word in every letter. 
One of the things thet commended 
themselves to him in connection with 
the work of the Society was the m11,,mer 
in which the pensions were distributed. 
It was not a mechanical operation, nor 
an official aot, but was performed by 
kind friends who prayed with the 
recipients, and apparently went with the 
prayer "God help to make this heart 
happy." The resolution was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Sidney Collett, Mr. F. A. Bevan, 
and Mr. W, Brooke spoke to the follow-
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ing resolntion, which wae carried:- I Secretary, which showed that over :£50 
"Tho.t the Aged Pilgrims' Friend . haJ. been distributed, besides flannel, 
Society, with its oentnry of service for grocery, ooala, &o., in the relief of many 
the Lord's aged poor and its widely- aged and needy ones of the Lord's 
extended and inoreaeing work, is family, as well as assisting in oases of 
hereby commended, without denomina- sickness and distress around o.nd about 
tional distinction, to the sympathy and the neighbourhood. Appropriate ad
support of all who receive the trnths dresses were delivered by the Ohairman 
which are its foundation as set forth in and brethren T. L, Sapey, W. H. Rose, 
tbe inerrant Holy Scriptures, and upon B. T. D"le, A, G. Blackman and T. 
which it has always been maintained." Knott, and thus a profitable evening 

A vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor was spent. The oolleotion ( considering 
for the use of the Mansion Hou~e. and the very wet day) amounted to the 
to the Chairm1t.n, was moved by lllr. A. nice sum of over :£5, including the 
Hayles and seconded by Mr. Thoe. Carr. usual kind donation from Mre. Jae. 
This was carried, and the proceedings Lee. 
then terminated. 

YATELEY (CRICKET liILL).-Amidst 
alternating snowstorms and bright sun
shine tbe anniversary services of the 
above Church were held on Easter 
I\Ionday. In spite of the weather there 
was a good company to listen to the 
"Gospel of their salvation," as ex
i,onnded by Mr. Dann, of '' Providence," 
Reading, the text in the afternoon 
being Rom. xi. 33. This meditation on 
the '' depthe," 11 riches," "wisdom," and 
"knowledge" of God proved to be 
humbling, edifying, and comforting to 
those who hae1 obtained like precious 
faith with Paul. The evening's die
oonree was based on John i. 16, presented 
as the emphatic testimony ot an aged 
and much-loved disoiple of hie Lord, 
of the reception o! the fa.lness of grace 
which he and hie brethren had received. 
Enlarging on this point it was shown 
tha1. to each of God's children there 
was grace upon grace-grace euited to 
their differing need and circnmetanoee, 
a continuous succession while life 
should last. as in Rom. v, I, 2. In the 
interval of the services a goodly 
company, including friends from neigh
bonring Churches, partook of tea.. It 
proved to be an occasion of mutual 
refreshing and edifica.tion,-A VISITOR. 

CAMBRIDGE (EDEN). -On Good 
Friday at Eden Chapel, Fitzroy·atreet, 
a public Lea. we.a held at 5,30 p.m. Mr. 
C. A. Freston, the Pastor-elect, we.a 
present, and friends to the number of 
184 eat down to a very enjoyable repast. 
At 7 o'clock the sacred cantata., "From 
Manger to Crose," by John S. Witty, 
we.a ably rendered by the choir of about 
fifty voices, being interspersed by appro
priate readings from Scripture by Mr. 
Freston. A collection tor choir funds, 
a.moUDting to :£2 13e. ld,, we.a taken 
after a most successfnl meeting. 

BERMONDSEY (LYIITON ROA.D).
The ninety-second a.nnu•l meeting of 
the Society for the Relief of the Siok 
and Poor we.a held on 28th April. 'fhe 
chair was ta.ken by Mr. J.M. Rondell. 
A Report of the work of the Sooiety 
during the pa.et year was read by the 

PULHAM ST. lllARY, NORFOLK. 
RECOGNITION services were held on Easter 
Monday in connection with tho settlement 
of Mr. A. W. Butcher, of Stradbroke, as 
Pastor. 

The afternoon •ervice was ably presided 
over by Mr. G. Oobb, of Bury St. Edmunds, 
who, after the reading of sni table passages 
of Scripture, explained the meaning of the 
service, and also that we, as Baptists, seek 
to recognise what we believe the Great Head 
of the Church ordains. 

The Pastor-elect was called to relate his 
call by grace, and how he was led out to 
preach the Gospel, and the Lord's hand in 
bringing him amongst the people at Pul
ham, and also to give briefly what were the 
doctrines tllat he intended to preach. 

This the Pastor-<>le<:t responded to in a 
very simple yet straightforward manner, 
i~J.hat all present were thoroughly sati~-

Also, Mr. Leist (the senior deacon of the 
Church) came forward and stated how they 
as a Church had been Jed to invite Mr. 
Butcher amoni.:st them as Pastor, having 
llrst asked him to preach for them six 
months, and after that time the Church 
were unanimous in their invite of Mr. 
Butcher to the pastorate; after whfoh the 
Chairman joined hands of Pastor and 
deacon, and Pastor A. J. Ward, of Brockley, 
offered prayer for the blessing of the Triune 
Uod. 

The Chairman also Bpoke of his having 
known Mr. Butcher from his very early 
days. Mr. Cobb having been a former Pastor 
of the Church at Stradbroke, from which 
the newly-chosen Pastor had recently been 
transferred. 

Pastor A. J. Ward briefly spoke of his 
knowledge of Mr. Butcher for the past 
fourteen years, which closed a very enjoy
able service to all present, 

After tea, to which a good number sat 
down, the meeting In the evening was pre
sided over by Mr. R. W. Hawes, of Strad
broke, when 

Mr. Cobb gave the Jharge to the Pastor, 
and Pastor A. J. Ward gave the charge to 
the Church. 

Mr. ·Dade, of Harleston, gave an address 
of welcome, expressing J'egrel at the ab
sence of his own Pastor, by reason of ill
ness, who had been very kind to the Church 
al Pulham during the time they had been 
without a Pastor, 

An expression of thanks to all who had 
contributed to the success of the meetings 
and the Benediction by the Pastor closed a 
very enjoyable day, though many we knew 
were hindered from meeting witll us owing 
to the very cold and stormy weather that 
prevailed outside. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD, 

~ont ~omc. 

JOHN BECK, 
of Dennington, Suffolk was called out 
of the shadows into the sunshine on 
19th March, 1908, at La.xfield. 

He was baptised by Pastor R. E. 
Sears, many years ago (his dear wife 
having been baptised previously) and 
husband and wife remained in mex:iber
ship with the Churoh until they were 
oalled up higher, being greatly esteemed 
b-y: ~heir fellow-believers and many 
u.1mstera of .11 former generation, who 
were entert11med bythem at Association 
times. 

Our brother lived 11n active and Godly 
life, but latt~rly was called to pass 
thr~ugh . 11 time of affliction, during 
wh1oh his heart was cheered and his 
spirits brightened by the kindly visits 
of Pastor C. T. Dykes, who has recently 
settled at Laxfield. Ria remains were 
laid to rest by the side of his beloved 
wife, on the 24th (the day before. his 
90th birthday), the servioe being con
ducted by Mr. Dykes, who, on the 
afternoon of the following Sunday, 
preached a funeral sermon from Ie11iah 
xliii. 2: "When thou passeth through 
the waters," eto. C. J, GROVES, 

MR. HENRY BROWN, 
of Cavendish, Suffolk, entered into rest 
on March 24th, 1908, at the age of 65. 
Our departed brother was baptised and 
received into the Church (Ebenezer) 
Glemaford, on April 5th, 1885. Hi~ 
memory will be deeply revered in and 
around this neighbourhood, he having 
for several years supplied various causes 
of truth. His deep experimental know
ledge · of the finished work of Christ 
has: been made a . blessing to mauy. 
Our dear brother became so afflicted in 
body about two years ago .that he was 
P~even~ed from speaking publicly of 
h!s loving Lord. The writer, visiting 
him on one oooasion, found him under
going a dark and trying season. We 
read a portion of the word and sought 
the Lord's blessing. and then asked him 
to choose a hymn for us to sing, which 
he did, He repeated with tears and 
trembling lipe, especially when he oame 
to this verse in Stevens, 428: 

"Bis love in times past forbids me to 
think 

He'll leo.ve me o.t last in trouble to sink; 
Ea.eh aweet Ebenezer I have in review 
Oonftrm• Bis good plea.sure to help me 

quite through." 
He was a lover of prayer.. The last 

words he uttered were oonoerning the 
W!)rth of prayer. His dear, affectionate 
wife, seeing him to be very weak, gently 
quoted to him the following :-

" Prayer is lhe Ohristie.n's vita.I breath, 
The Ohriatio.n's native air: 

His wo.tch word at the gates of death· 
He enters heo.ven by pmyer." ' 

His. countenance approving or the 
same, m a few moments he fell asleep 
in Jesus. The body of the departed 
loved one was laid to rest in sure and 
certain hope in the cemetery at Ca.ven
dish. Pa.stor J. Everett conducted the 
servi~e; relatives a.nd a. large number 
of fr1enda ea.me to pay their last tribute 
to one who ha.d lived the life of II true 
disciple of Christ. A. M. 

MRS. MARTHA DUNNELL 
was born in the year 1822, of God-fear
ing parents, and was called by gra.ce in 
the yea.r 1851, a.t Whitfield's Tabernacle. 
Here ehe continued in attendance until 
1857, when she co.me under the ministry 
of Mr. Ha.slop, a.t Squirries-street, Beth
na.1 Green, where ehe waa presently set 
at liberty, b_eing baptised by Mr. Ila.slop 
and taken mto Church fellowship in 
1857. 

About 1859 the Church removed to 
Sha.lom Chapel, a.nd here ehe continued 
~ member until the time of her death. 

She wae alwaya II regular attendant 
at tbe mean• of grace until prevented 
by bodily a.ffiiction, and even then her 
thoughts were always with the Lord's 
people a.nd His houee. She loved to 
talk of Him whom her soul loved. For 
two years before her home call she wa.s 
unable to leave her bed. Many times 
ehe a.eked to have rea.d to her the H th of 
John, her favourite chapter, repeating 
"In my Fa.ther's house are many 
m11n•ione ; I go to prepare a place for 
you." We know she ie now in the 
mansions of light, a.nd at rest. She was 
unoonsciou~ towards the end, and quietly 
fell asleep 1n Jesus on the 5th .:>f March. 
She1was la.id to rest in Reigate Cemetery 
on the 8th of March. 

MRS. ANN EKINS, 
~ member at Mount Zion, Ch11dwell
street, entered her eterna.l Sabbath a.t 
the ripe age of 72 years, after an 
honourable membership with the 
Churoh of over 33 yea.rs, ha.ving joined 
the ohuroh on September 3rd, 187!. 

About forty years ago she attended 
Bethesda Chapel, Lever-street, but aub
eequently left to attend the late Mr. 
Hazelton's ministry, Both herself and 
her late husband loved the sanctuary, 
and were regular in their attendance. 

Our sister had been suffering for a 
long time from cancer, but was wonder• 
fully sustained. She often spoke to the 
writer of Mr. Mitchell's sermons, and 
how sweet they had been to her soul. 
Hie visits also during her last illness she 
muoh enjoyed. The last time he visited 
her was a short time before her death, 
when he found her peacefully resting 
on the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Mr. Mitohell being una.ble to conduct 
the funeral service owing to au a.cci-
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dent, her mortal remaine were laid to 
reet by the writer on Friday, January 
17th, in sure and certain hope of a 
glorious resurreotion. 

We selected for her mourning card 
Rev. xiv. 13: "Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord," and without 
knowinf of the arrangement, Mr. 
Mitchel prea.ohed her funeral sermon 
from those very words on Lord's Day 
evening, January 19th, 1908. 

D. BUTCHER. 

MRS. MARIA GARRARD, 
of Stowmarket, relict of James Garrard, 
has passed away. The end oame some
what suddenly, but with her "all is 
well." Her cheery talk and experience 
for some time previously concerning 
the rest awaiting the people of God 
oonveyed the impression that she was 
ripening for hea.ven. 

She otten referred to the departure of 
her dea.r husband, which took place in 
December, 1900, and longed to join him. 
Her wish wa.s granted on Ma.roh 27th, 
1908, her mortal remains being interred 
by hi1 side on the following Wednesday, 
a large number of friends who had 
known a.nd loved her being present. Her 
late Pastor (Mr. S. B.Stooker) offioia.ted 
on the oooa.sion. 

It ha.d been a plea.sure for her to 
entertain the ministers who supplied 
the pulpit a.t the Baptist Cha.pal in 
Bury a.nd ma.ny a time she has referred 
to th~se who ha.ve given her a "lift by 
the wa.y" by speaking of the sweetness 
one gets from serving the Lord. . 

.. Freed from a world of grief and sin, 
With God eternally shut in." 

same-higher still, even to the heighte 
of the glorified, where 

"We shall see Him a• He Is, 
And never, never sin; 

Bot from the rivers of HI• grnce 
Drink enuless plensures In." 

I think ma.ny of God's children miss 
sweet times of spiritua.l comfort and 
oonfirma.tion by not visiting the dying 
saints of God-at least I should ha.ve 
done had I not been privileged to hear 
the la.et testimony of my dear friend, 
Augustus Garner. 

Interment took place on Wednesday, 
6th Ma.y, at Forel t Hill Cemetery. 

J.B. LATHAM. 

MRS, ROWTON-PARKER. 
Henrietta., the beloved wife of Pastor 

W. Rowton-Parker, of Shelford, Cam
bridge (formerly for seventeen years 
the Pastor of the Baptist Ohnroh, 
Orowle, Doncaster), fell a.sleep in Jesus, 
April 1st, 1908. She ha.d heen suffering 
for yea.re very acutely from ohronio 
rheumatism, by whioh she wa.s entirely 
confined to the house a.nd sometimes to, 
her bed ; but latterly ~he wa.s seized 
with para.lysis,a.ooompanied by hmmorr
hage of the brain, and just fourteen 
days after the attack she was called 
home. 

Her· life wa.s most exemplary: her 
testimony to the sovereignty of God's 
grace was olear ; her patience in suffer
ing ma.rvellone. She wae wonderfully 
supported even in the most excruciating 
torture. When speaking to ma.ny kind 
friends who called to see her, her testi
mony was invariably bright and cheery. 
" God ie good," she would sa.y, "not
withstanding all my suffering;" "I a.m 
going home, and I long to be there;_" 
"The Lord's will be done, for that 1s 

AUGUSTUS GARNER, always best;" 11 I shall soon be there;" 
for over forty yea.re a member of Gro~e "God help me to be patient;" and 
Chapel. Ca.mberwell, pa.e~ed a.way to his more to,the same effect. 
eternal reet on Friday, 1st May (a The last two days of her life here a.11 
blessed Ma.y-da.y for him) a.t hia resi• the pa.in and suffering left her, a.nd she 
dence, 83, Shenley-road, Peckham, in the pa.seed a.way calmly and sweetly, like a 
71st yea.r of his age. babe nestling on its mother's breast. 

An exoeptionally reserved child of We give the words on her "In Memo
God, he spoke to few a.nd associated riam" card as being very expressive of 
with still fewer. her peaceful end:-

I wa.s the only friend who sa.w him •'Just f?One within the vail, where we shall 
during his short illness, and his bodily follow: . 
weakness so advanced in a few days Not far before u•, hardly out of sight: 
that the only words he could articulate We down beneath thee in this cloudy 
to me were: '' I-have-no-fear-on A.!'3ni:;;u far up on yonder sunny 
Christ-the-solid Rock - I stand." 
What a testimony from a dying saint ! height. 

Hl·s relnti vee, althonuh kindly people, Gone to begin a new and happier stordy, d 
a q Thy suffering tale of earth now tol an were not one with him ID eternal things, done: 

and therefore oould not understand the These outer shadowil for that Inner glory 
blessed Spirit's workings in hie soul. Exchanged for ever-0 thrice-blessed 
They told me tha.t shortly before bis one I " 
departure he kept shouting, " Higher- -- 0 t h m 
higher-higher;" and although gently ONWe~ne~da.y, Ma.y20th,a.t a er: a of 
lifted higher in his bed, still continued, on-th€-Htll, EMILY, the beloved wife d 
"Higher-higher-higher." ' JAMES B. COLLIN. of Erla.nger-!08 ~ 

Oh, I thought, when bro1;1ght to tha.t , New <;Jrl?sP, S.E. [~e hope to give 
trying hour, ma.y my heart a cry be the memoir ID our July issue.] 



" @;aught of tg~ Jord.1' 

EPISODE8 IN THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF 
EDWARD DINHAM (CONTINUED). 

TRANSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR OF "A MEMOIR OF RICHARD KNIGHT." 

HrsToRY has been styled Divil'le PI'Ovidence teaching by examples. 
The story of the humblest life-could it be fully told-would there
fore be profitable. The narration of any series of connected events, 
however unimportant some occurrences might seem, would demon
strate the watchful superintendence of God, and that our "life's 
minutest circumstance is subject to His eye." 

This is peculiarly true in the history of Gospel Churches, in 
which the great principles of God's moral government are often 
clearly observable. He honours them that honour Him ; while 
those that despise Him are lightly esteemed (1 Sam. ii. 30). Retri
butive providences follow departure from His ways; while blessing 
attends the love to the Master which finds expression in "keeping 
His words.'' 

With this conviction we have traced the history of the com
munity which has for so long met for worship in Gower Street 
Chapel; assured that some lessons of great importance might be 
gathered in the present day. 

"There is,'' observed our brother J. E. Hazelton, on 31farch 10th, 
in an address as observable for its timeliness as its outspokenness, 
" among us an evident lack of spiritual judgment which bodes ill 
for the future." A review of the last twenty years amply confirms 
this. 

Men have been chosen to the pastoral office who ought never 
have been suffered to preach at all. Advice has been disregarded 
until grave mischief has been done, Churches divided, valuable 
members driven away, and scandals occasioned which will not be 
obliterated from the memory of the public for a generation. 

Deacons there are who are far-seeing and prudent; but many 
are the creatures of impulse and fancy, whose lack of judgment has 
wrecked the fortune of the causes in whose welfare thev were 
sincerely interested. · 

The story of Gower Street Chapel might be most instrnctive to 
anv that are wise in heart and willing to learn. 

· From 1847 to 1854-as we have seen-it was exclusively in the 
hands of Arthur Triggs, who, as its sole lessee, met all Iiabi~ities 
and received all that was produced by pew-rents and collect10ns. 
The Christian public, however, did not sanction arrangements so 
anomalous and withheld their support; and it finally became 
evident th~t a collapse was inevitable. 

J\Iost opportunely as the congregation at Gower S~reet was 
"minished and brought low,'' the worshippers at Eden :::-treet be-

VoL. LXIV. JuLY, 1908. N 
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came so numerous and their local hindrances so serious, that it 
became imperative that a more suitable place of worship " should 
be procured either by purchase or erection." A vigorous effort was 
made. A spirit of liberality was vouchsafed to the people, and a 
a large sum of money was voluntarily contributed. A committee 
was formed, with Edmund Dinham for its Chairman and John 
Gadsby and William Humphrey as secretaries. A Ladies Com
mittee was also appointed; but as many of its members objected to 
their names appearing in print, it was considered undesirable to 
publish the list. 

A brief printed statement of the position of affairs, combined 
with an appeal for suggestions or help, was issued in January, 1854. 

Meanwhile the Committee held their meetings regularly. 
Earnest prayer was offered to God that He would go before them 
and provide a suitable place for His holy service, and after some 
months of waiting and watching an important communication was 
received from Arthur Triggs, stating that he wished to dispose of 
the lease of his chapel, for which he had already received an offer 
from George Abrahams, a converted Jew, who had gathered a 
congregation, and whose instructive and savoury ministry was being 
greatly blessed. 

He, however, added that he conceived that the Eden Street 
people had a prior right; and that if they could purchase it they 
should ham the preference. 

In this, all recognised the hand of God, and rejoiced greatly in 
the prospect of returning to their former place of worship. It was 
soon agreed that they should acquire the Chapel at a cost of £2,200, 
and they returned to it in January, 1855, the preachers on the 
eventful day being John Kershaw and Mr. Cowper. 

In the course of a few years, by the blessing of the Lord, the 
whole of the purchase money was paid. "Thus,'' as John Hazelton 
said of his own Chapel in Clerkenwell, this one "was bought by 
faith and paid for by works.'' Thus began a period of some happy 
years of blessing and prosperity. . 

How this came to a close is most sad. It is clearly revealed m 
the New Testament that all elect and rdeemed sinners, when born 
again, are brought to believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is "the 
Son of the living God,'' and that none to whom this is not made 
known are participators of godliness (John vi. 69). Gracious 
persons however differ-not on this vital matter, but on certain 
non-essential questions connected with it. Many who are indubi!
ably gracious, hold that the Saviour is the Son of God as to H~s 
Divine nature, and speak of "His eternal generation'' and His 
eternal Sonship. Others, whose godliness is equally evident, h~ve 
been led to consider His 8onship as associated with His complexity, 
and adore Him as "the only begotten Son,'' as He is both essentially 
and eternally God and truly and properly man. Both cordially 
agree as to His person and His relationship to God-the 
difference lying in their sincere and solemn convictions as to how 
it is that He who is essentially and eternally God is also "the only 
begotten of the Father full of grace and truth." 
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A question so involved in mystery and on which the testimony 
of the inspired Word admits of such variet.7 of interpretation should 
assuredly be left where God has left it, and not be suffered to cause 
open division among those for whose visible union the Saviour 
Himself when on earth prayed (John xvii. 21). 

Not so, however, thought the late J. C. Philpot, pastor of the 
Strict Baptist Church at Stamford and the editor of the Gospel 
Standard, who, in 1860, deemed it right to state and emphasise his 
views of the Sonship of the dear Redeemer in the most emphatic 
manner. For this none could blame him. He was responsible to 
let the Churches which looked to him for counsel and instruction 
know his judgment. 

On a question so debatable he, however, went further, insisting 
that none but those who agreed with him possessed the grace of 
God ; and he warned his readers not to let these " heretics entangle 
their feet." He further insisted that such unsound professors 
should be turned out of the fellowship of the Churches which held 
the Eternal Generation of the Son of God. 

Few who then read the Gospel Standard dared resist their great 
and gracious leader, and a large majority of their Churches decided, 
after giving solemn warning, to withdraw from all who did not hold 
this doctrine. Many followed this arbitrary requirement, among 
which was the Church at Gower Street, and Edmund Dinham was 
actually withdrawn from for holding essentially unsound doctrine. 
He, with wonderful grace and equanimity, acquiesced and sought 
and found a home at Keppel Street Chapel, where he quickly be
came honoured and beloved. What this trial cost him in the way 
of intellectual and spiritual resistance is not recorded. We must, 
however, again leave him for a time with his new spiritual 
associates. 

THE DEMONOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

BY A. E. REALFF. 

"Thou believest that there is one God; Lhou doest well : the devils also 
believe, and tremble," or literally" shudder.-Rev. Ver., James ii. 19. 

Tms solemn and momentous .subject, if studied reverently and 
wholly in the light of what is revealed in the Word of God, will 
prove both interesting and profitable to devout minds. It will help 
us in our research, and perhaps also serve to clarify thought, if we 
first examine a few portions in which it is referred to in 

THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

The Witch of Endor is recorded to have said to king Saul, "I 
saw gods ascending out of the earth" (1 San1. x..wiii. 13). '~he 
Hebrew is Elohim a plural word of wide significance and varied 
application. Here 'it evidently is an equivalent to "spirits," i.e., evil 
angels from the bottomless pit; for this woman either had, or at 
least professed to have, the power to call such to appear at her 
will. 
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Yery frequently, howen,r, this \\·ord is used to designate the 
Almighty-the sacred Trinity-as in Gen. i. 1, where it is trans
lated " God." Satan employs it when promising to our first 
parents that they shquld "be as gods." In Ex. xii. 12 it signifies 
either the idols or the princes of Egypt (see marg.). In Ex. xxi. 6 
the same word is translated "judges'' ; and in Ex. xxxiv. 15 and 
Dent. Y. 7, and xxxii. 17, "gods," idols, or false gods are 
intended. Compare with this the Redeemer's language to the 
Jews: "Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?'' ·i..e., 
those "unto whom the word of God came"* (John x. 34, 35), 
which is a quotation from Ps. lxxxii. 6 : " I have said, "Ye are 
gods ; and all of you are children of the Most High." Also com
pare Heb. i. 6, '' When He bringeth in the firstbegotten into the 
world, He saith, And let all the angels of God worship Him,'' quoted 
from Ps. xcYii. 7, '' Worship Him, all ye gods." 

In Dent. xxxii. 17 the false gods to which the people offered 
sacrifice are termed devils. The Hebrew here is Shed, i.e., " Spoiler,'' 
"Destroyer,'' and resembles in meaning the "Abaddon" and 
"Apollyon" of ReY. ix. 11. Similarly we find in Ps. cvi. 37, "Yea 
they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils.'' In 
LeY. xYii. 7, Jehovah says, " They shall no more offer their sacrifices 
unto devils." t Lastly, in 2 Ohron. xi. 15, where the same Hebrew 
word is found, it is said that Jeroboam "ordained him priests for 
the high places, and for the devils and for the calves which he had 
made''; where, according to a well-known rhetorical figure, two 
different terms seem to be employed the more emphatically to 
designate the same thing, viz., the calves which Jeroboam set up 
at Dan and Bethel. These, though intended, like the calf which 
Aaron made, merely as representations of Jehovah, are described 
as " devils.'' 

Here, surely we have light upon the errors of Ritualism and 
Romanism, whose devotees tell us that they do not actually worship 
their images or crucifixes but regard such as helps to devotion ; 
and merely adore the Unseen through the medium of the visible 
image. 

The way is now clear for our approach to the New Testament, 
to see what this has also to reveal to us concerning the Spirit-world. 
In this our previous researches will greatly aid us. Here the word 
translated " devil " is daimon, demon, a word which originally 
signified a subordinate divinity, a deified spirit.+ Most frequently, 
however, it is daimonion, the diminutive of daimon, as if to indicate 
the inferiority of such evil spirits to the Son of God. 

The word daimon was employed by the ancient Greeks to 
describe an angel or spirit, either good or bad. It seems to have 
been used at first only in a good sense, as we read, for example, of 
the demon of Socrates, meaning his prompting angel, or good 

• The Redeemer here, as frequently elsewhere, argues as a Jewish man with 
his fellow Jews. It is an argumentum ad hommem. 

t The Hebrew here is Bair, a hairy or rough one, a goat. 
::: It will be well to bear in mind that this idea is from the ancient Greeks 

and that, though highly cultivated e.nd refined, they were bee.then. 
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genius."' In the Word of God it al ways signifies an evil spirit, i.e., 
one of Satan's fallen angels, concerning whom we should know 
next to nothing but for what is here revealed. Let us proceecl 
therefore to cull from the different pages of our Testame11t some 
striking passages that will afford us very valuable information. 
We will start, then, with this fact. In the Gospels many persons of 
both sexes are described as the 

VICTIMS OF CONTROLLING DEMONS, 

who, however, were all subject to the superior power of Christ. 
More than this, we find that ,Jesus not only cast them out Himself, 
but authorised His disciples to do the same (Luke ix. i.; x. 17). 
We read, among other instances, of l\Iary Magdalene, "out of whom 
went seven demons ''; of the lunatic son-a specially difficult 
case, which proved too much for the disciples, but Jesus cast out 
the devil immediately (Matt. xvii.); and of the mad Gadarene, 
possessed by a legion of these infernal spirits. This latter, if care
fully examined, will yield us much instruction. In :Mark v. 6, 7, 
we find that these demons, acting through the man possessed, 
worshipped Jesus, and, speaking through the man's voice, cried 
aloud, "What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of the 
Most High God? I adjure Thee by God that Thou torment me 
not." Then (v. 10) "he besought him much that he would not 
send them away out of the country,'' moreover "all the demons 
besought him, saying, Send us into the swine ... and forthwith 
Jesus gave them leave.'' 

Here the following valuable hints may be gathered :-

1. All these demons were entirely subject to the power and 
command of Jesus (Mark i. 27). 

2. This they knew and acknowledged ; that iR to say, they 
readily admitted His supremacy and authority, publicly confessing 
Him as the Son of the Most High God.'' 

3. They declared that they had no common cause with Him
" What have I to do with Thee, Jesus?'' Their sphere of operation 
did not lie in the same plane. They were avowedly His opponents 
and enemies (Mark i. 24). 

4. They knew that torments were in store for them in the future, 
though they then were allowed considerable liberty. In }[atthew 
viii. 29 they are reported as saying, "Jesus, thou Son of God, art 
Thou come hither to torment us before the time? " 

5. They believed in Jesus, actually worshipped Him, and 
petitioned Him to allow them to destroy the s-wine. They could 
not act without His permission. This they knew, and even publicly 
acknowledged it. We thus see that, although 

• Dr. Bullinger informs us that from Homer downwards this word answers to 
the La.tin numen, a.nd ~ignifies divine agency, the working of o. higher power·. Then 
it ea.me to denote a. destructive power. Pluta.rob a.nd Xenophon use the verb 
daimonaii, o.s meaning to be deranged, i.e., by a.n evil sp\rit influencing ":rongly 
or a.bnorma.lly the humo.n spirit, so that the orderly action of the fa.cult1es be
came distUl'hed. 
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MEN REFl;SED TO ACKNOWLEDGE ,JESUS 

as the Christ of God, and despite of all the credentials which he 
continually exhibited (John xii. 37), these demons at once recog
nised him as Incarnate Deity, and did not hesitate to confess Him. 
Yet they are not saved by that knowledge, belief, fear, or confession. 
In contrast to this we may notice what is stated in Rom. x. 9-13; 
1 John iY. 15. Salvation is provided in Jesus for elect men who 
beliew and confess Him, but none for Satan and his demons. 

The liberty they now have is thus only by Divine sufferance, 
is limited as to its extent, and overruled for the good of God's 
children. This we sought to show in a previous article. The fact 
is conspicuously manifest in the two first chapters of Job. They 
may distress but cannot devour the saints (1 Peter v. 8), and this 
only by Divine permission, and for their ultimate good. They can 
proceed in their destructive and cruel work only as far as the 
Divine permit prescribes. ·what comfort this is calculated to afford 
unto those whose "life is hid with Christ in God ! " 

Some further thoughts are reserved for a concluding paper. 

RECONCILIATION. 

BY ALBERT VINE, CouRLAND GROVE CHAPEL, CLAPHAM. 

( Second and concluding ai·ticle.) 

"For if, wlien we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His lifo."-Romans x. 10. 

" \\' E," observes a thoughtful writer, "are firm believers in what 
might reverently be styled, the eqnanimity of 'the Lord our 
God.''' "Known unto Him are all His works from the beginning 
of the world'' (Acts xv. 18). Nothing which occurs causes Him 
surprise or solicitude. What He does not actually originate He 
permits, with the most perfect cognisance of its issues and results. 
He may hate what He does not hinder, and suffer what He does not 
sanction. Enthroned in light, He beholds every action both of 
His friends and His foes, while 

"His eternal thought moves on His undisturbed affairs." 

" We are, however, far from regarding Him as the passive and 
unmoved Spectator of sin and sorrow, want and woe. A pitiless 
man is a monster ; an unpitying God none could trust or love. 

" Hence we are sure that He who is affected by the appeal of the 
cry of the young raven-to Whom a hungry beast is an obj_ect 
of pity-cannot be insensible to the needs of His human family. 
We are therefore assured that ' in His holy habitation, He is the 
Father of the fatherless and the Judge of the widows' (Psa. 
lniii. 5), and that in many other ways the pangs of sorrowing 
and suffering hearts meet with the sympathy of Him Who is 'good 
to all-whose tender mercies are over all His works.' 

"Hence, in our feeble attempts to conceive rightly of His 
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character, we inevitably think of a sort of conflict in the Divine 
mind. The equanimity of unruffled confidence and composure 
seem, to our dim perception, to collide with the tenderest emo
tions of kindness and sympathy in His eternal heart." 

Similarly, we have already expressed our conviction in relation 
to the great matters of salvation. Our forefathers were wont 
frequently to refer to "the clashing attributes of God "-His 
inflexible justice, and His tender pity ; His determination to leave 
no sin unpunished, and His inclination to spare His creatures 
suffering. They loved to present these conflicting perfections as 
having been brought into eternal harmony by the obedience and 
oblation of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus at Calvary "Mercy and 
truth met together; righteousness and peace kissed each other." 

This formed the subject of one of the shortest and sweetest 
sermons ever delivered. David Denham-with whose Hymn-book 
we are familiar-when occupying the pulpit at Yeovil on Novem
ber 6th, 1848, was seized with apoplexy. He, however, tried to 
preach, and, as far as his muffled voice would allow, spoke thus: 
"How blessed to be brought to see the perfections of Jehovah 
harmoniously concerned in the salvation of sinners, and the Father 
em.bracing him through the blood and righteousness of .Jesus." 

This leads to our subject. We have seen the need of recon
ciliation in the salvation of sinners. Proceed we to explain from 
the Inspired Book how this reconciliation is effected. 

What, then, is this plan? What the means which He has 
devised in order that " His banished be not expelled? " This 
plan is propitiation, and herein is the whole groundwork of the 
reconciliation between God and the sinner. It is really none other 
than that proposed by Judah, who, h:wing undertaken to be surety 
for Benjamin, said to Joseph, "Now, therefore, I pray thee, let 
thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord, and 
let the lad go up with his brethren" (Gen. xliv. 43). His proposal 
was that there should be an act of substitution; that Benjamin, 
in whose sack the cup had been found, should be freed, and that 
he, against whom no charge was laid, should be bondman in his 
place. So in His boundless grace and mercy, our righteous God 
gave His Son to be bondsman in our place, and the Son accepted 
the suretyship and suffered. Thus the law has been vindicated, 
and the sin punished, whilst at the same time the love is satisfied 
and the sinner set free. This is what is meant by reconciliation; 
this is the means which God has devised, and the effect of it, 
according to the apostle Paul, has been " to declare at this time 
His righteousness : that He might be just, and the justifier of 
him that believeth" (Rom. iii. 26). . 

There are many subjects which cling to this gre~t and in:
portant one, but it will be enough to say that this glonous substi
tution is the one Divine plan which is taught th~·ougho\1t the 
Scriptures. It was prefigured in the Levitical sacnfices ; it ,~as 
predicted in prophecy, as, for example, by Isaiah, when he said, 
"All we, like sheep, have gone astray ; we h~ve tur~1~d e_very one 
to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on Him the uuqmty of us 
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all.'' So, also, was it taught by the apostles. Paul says, "Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us, for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth upon a 
tree '' (Gal. iii. 13). Peter tells us, "Ghrist also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God" 
(1 Pet. iii. 18) ; while John says, "Herein is love, not that we love 
God, but that He loved us, and gave His 8011 to be the propitia
tion for our sins" (1 John iv. 10). This, then, being the principle 
of our acceptance with God, we would notice three concluding 
thoughts under this head of our subject-three truths which 
should ever be 1'Titten upon our memories and our hearts :-

1. The Divine reconciliation is complete. In the sacrifices of the 
old dispensation there were two parts in each typical propitiation 
-the death of the substitute, and the offering or presentation of 
the blood before one of the altars of the mercy seat. The atone
ment was not completed by death alone; but it was necessary that 
the death should be followed by the presentation of the blood. In 
the Divii10 propitiation both points have been completed. The one 
sacrifice has been once offered, and the whole is finished. The 
blood was shed on Calvary, and sprinkled or presented when "by 
His own blood He entered ii1 once into the Holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us." 

2. The Divine reconciliation is final. Remission of sin is 
granted according to the covenant of God, and if we are enjoying 
His promise, "their sms and their iniquities will I remember no 
more,'' and are realising that "by one offering He hath pefected 
for eYer them that are sanctified," what further need have we for 
any propitiatory offering whatever? ·who can perfect that which 
God hath Himself already pronounced perfected'? 

3. The Divine reconciliation is sufficient. By this we mean that 
it is so complete and perfect in the covenant of God that those who 
are saved by it are made partakers of a complete reconciliation. 
When our Lord took upon Himself the burden of our sins He took 
the whole, and when He paid the price He paid the whole. The 
whole has been taken out of the way, being nailed to His cross, and 
there is no barrier left between the restored sinner and the Father 
in heaven. 

II.-RECONCILIATION OF THE SINNER. 

Here we would notice that reconciliation is more than sub-
1nission. A criminal may submit through fear of the consequen:es 
of his crime, and yet inwardly hate the prince who pardons hun. 
There must be love to make true peace. There are many persons 
·who appear to be satisfied with a partial reconciliation to God. 
They hope they are not in the position of an altogether unforgiven 
smner, but still they dare not accept the position of one whose 
every sin has been blotted out, and to whom there is no barrier to 
a full, free, unfettered enjoyment of the love of God. The): are 
not unlike Absalom when he returned from Geshur and remamecl 
three years at Jerusalem without being permitted to see his fathe(s 
face. In his case there was only a partial restoration. David 
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could not see his way to a complete relaxation of the law, for 
nothing had been done to satisfy it, so he adopted a compromise 
which satisfied neither love nor law. He allowed Absalom to 
return to Jerusalem, but did not permit him to see his face. Now, 
the position of Absalom when he returned to the city was very 
much that of a multitude of those who have not practically received 
the blessed truth of a sufficient, complete, and final reconciliation. 
They are not as he was when in Geshur, for they are in the midst 
of religious life as he was in Jerusalem ; but they are not fully 
restored-they have not seen the £ace of the king, and their Father 
has not kissed them. The result is that their religion is little more 
than anxiety, and they begin to think it was almost better with 
them when they were altogether in the world. But if we have 
been brought to the Lord Jesus Christ-have experieneed in our 
own souls the unspeakable blessing of reconciliation to God 
through His atoning blood while we rest on Him £or pardon-we 
may rest on Him also, as the Divine Deliverer, to set us completely 
free, and to present us faultless before His throne. He will ensure 
the possession of what He has purchased by His blood, and if, 
"when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life." 

THE TRUE CHRISTIAN'S CONCERN FOR THE WORLD. 

BY PASTOR EDWIN vVmTE, vVooLWICH. 

"BETWEEN the world and the Church," wrote the late John Cooper, 
of Wattisham, Suffolk, "there exists a correlative connection-the 
world existing for the Church, and the Church existing for the 
world. Whatever may be the nature of this relation, the subject 
claims earnest attention. The mission of the Church in the world, 
and the duty of the Churches of Christ in relation to unconverted 
sinners, is therefore here proposed for consideration. 

" We should enquire what relation the Church sustains to the 
world of the ungodly ; what are the obligations of the Church in 
relation to the world ; and what are the claims of the world upon 
the Church, as founded on that Divine authority, which recognises 
sinners as the subjects of God's moral government; saints as the 
objects of His peculiar regard ; and both as the creatures of His 
wisdom, power, and benevolence-He having 'made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.' (Acts 
xvii. 26). 

" Whatever duties may devolve on the Church of Christ in 
relation to the world that ' lieth in wickedness,' it is obvious that 
such duties are founded-as all obligation necess.-1rily is-on rela
tionship. Distinguished from the world by their holy calling
separated from unbelievers by that grace which translates them 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son, wherein they, as His saints, 
dwell in the light, inherit the life, a~d walk in t~e libei:t.r, of the 
sons of God-it is nevertheless mamfest that theu- relation to the 

0 
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world is not thereby annulled, nor are the obligations arising there
from inYalidated or relaxed. Rather, we should say, the elevated 
chara<:'ter and exalted position of God's believing people tend to 
strengthen the bonds of that relationship, add to the force of the 
obligations it devolYes, awaken the deepest, purest sympathies of 
sanctified human nature, and make every chord of the renewed 
heart to vibrate with compassion towards those who continue under 
the power of sin and Satan. 

" The duties of the Church, therefore, in relation to the world, 
whatever may be their specific nature, are of the highest possible 
order. They are at once unique in their character, special in their 
relation, imperative in their authority, and indispensable in the 
arrangements of the divine moral government. Those duties, also, 
we regard as sustaining an all-relatedness to God's universal king
dom. They comprehend and express what is due to sinners, as 
such ; what is incumbent in relation to the saints themselves, and 
what ought to be rendered to God, as the fountain and source of 
supreme authority. Consequently, they cannot be violated, or dis
regarded, without injustice towards sinners, injury to ourselves, and 
a virtual impeachment of the Divine wisdom and will, in the well
ordered arrangements of His providence, and in the dispensations 
of His grace." 

These weighty and incontrovertible truths lead directly to our 
subject, which is the attitude of the believer toward the world. 

This should be that of Separation. The difference between the 
believer and the world should be very clear and distinct. The dig
nity of his character demands this ; the responsibility of his position 
as a member of Christ, bearing His· most holy name, calls for it; 
the service in which he is now engaged, the glory of his God, marks 
him as one of high and lofty aims ; his daily communion with 
heaven lifts him above the world with its grovelling pursuits ; he 
is now a citizen of another clime, his thoughts and aspirations 
range beyond the confines of them ; the world recedes from view ; 
he dwells and muses on eternal things; here he finds his treasure
the satisfaction of his soul ; he cannot, should not, seek congenial 
companionship save with those who are of a kindred mind, and will 
help him on his heavenward way. But is this fair picture the 
portrait of every believer? We wish it were, but there is, alas! 
too much compromise with the world, and the. believer suffers in 
c.onsequence, in loss of power, peace and fellowship with God. His 
prayers are hindered, his life instead of being an influence for good 
bec.omes a negation, his character carries no weight, he is pointed 
at by the world as a specimen of what all believers are. Thus he 
brings disgrace on the whole body of Christ. " But we are 
persuaded better things of you, brethren, though we thus speak, 
and things which accompany salvation." 

That of Compassion. The believer cannot view the world 
lying in wickedness, living without God, without Christ, an_d 
without hope, and not feel a yearning for the salvation of his 
fellow-men. The Apostle, after writing the most deep and profound 
truths found in all Holy Writ respecting the awful mysteries of 
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God's decrees concerning the destinies of men, writes: "I say the 
truth in Uhrist, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in 
the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow 
in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh." 
Again, " Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they may be saved." Who can read the apostle's touching 
words to the Philippians unmoved: "For many walk, of whom I 
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose 
god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things " ? Can the believer think o.f his fellow-men in such a 
state without pity? Can he reflect upon the £act that he has been 
rescued from such a deplorable condition and not stretch forth a 
hand to those who are yet in the gall of bitterness and bonds of 
iniquity? Oh, for that tender love, that yearning desire for the 
salvation of men in the heart of every believer ! How the prayer
meetings would be attended with anxious pleaders, even as 
Abraham was for guilty Sodom! How the minister of God would 
be filled with holy zeal in warning sinners to flee from the wrath 
to come! He would be melted to tears as he pointed out the 
sinner's lost condition and his awful doom! The house of God 
would become a very Bochim. Soon, we believe, there would be 
joy in the presence of God by the angels over sinners repenting if 
every believer felt this holy passion for the conversion of souls. 
"My God, I feel the mournful scene, my bowels yearn o'er dying men; 

And fain my pity would reclaim, and snatch the firebrands from the flame. 

But feeble my compassion proves, and can but weep were most it loves; 
Thy own all-saving arm employ, and turn these drops of grief to joy." 

Aggressiveness. The man of the world does not hesitate 
to promulgate his views. He believes and spreads his sentiments, 
and should the believer be less earnest in advocating the holy 
principles which he holds ? He must not hide his light under a 
bushel. It should be his aim to direct the minds of men to eternal 
things. When the heart overflows, the lips will speak, but how 
often the mouth of the believer is closed when he ought to 
speak, even when he hears the name of his Lord and His kingdom 
spoken ill of. The believer should endeavour to turn worldly 
conversation into higher channels. The Lord JesL1s, when speaking 
to the woman of Samaria (who certainly was a worldly character) 
turned her attention from the well of Jacob to that higher fount of 
living water which He Himself would have given her, had she known 
who He was and asked of Him. Also when the multitude followed 
Him for the loaves and fishes He spoke to them of the bread of 
eternal life, which if they ate thereof they would never hunger. 
The conversation of those godly women of Bedford made a deep 
impression on ,John Bunyan, and who can tell what blessing the 
words of a believer may be made to a thoughtless, godless soul ? 
If no appar~nt good is effected the believer's conscience is clear; 
he has sought the welfare of his fellm~-me~, he has urged the 
claims of his Lord in the presence of a gamsay111g world. 
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Tact. There is a time to be silent and a time to speak. 
:Men of business, pressed for time, will not thank a believer for 
hindering them <ffen to speak of their soul's salvation. Masters or 
mistresses will not commend their servants for spending their time in 
talking about religion, when they ought to be engaged in carrying 
out their daily employment. There are times when to speak to a 
man about his soul will onlr exas~erate him. The believer needs 
the "·isdom of the serpent and the meekness of the dove to know 
how to speak a word in season. Speaking the truth in love is a 
scriptural direction the believer docs well to follow. l\Iore harm 
than good may be done by the manner in which a word is spoken. 

In conclusion, let the believer use every possible effort to 
spread the knowledge of the Gosprl which a wise judgment would 
suggest to him. He has the best news to tell, let him seek the best 
means to make it knmrn. If he follows the teaching of God's 
Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit he will never lack the best 
guidance which can be given. A wise head, a warm heart, a Bible 
creed, will make a believer a power in the world for good ; he will 
be made ,arise to win souls and spread his Redeemer's kingdom in 
tl1e earth. May God make all believers such. 
"Lord, speak to me, that I may speak in living echoes of Thy tone; 

As Thou hast sought, so let me seek Thy erring children, lost and lone. 

0 use me, Lord, use even me, just as Thou wilt, and when, and where; 
Until Thy blessed face I see, Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share." 

MT TWELVE DREAMS: AND WHAT I LEARNED 
FROM THEM.* 

BY THE LATE ,vrLLIAM TrTE, OF PoTTON, BEDFORDSHIRE. 

"In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon 
men, in sluroberings upon the bed; then lie opeueth the ears of men, and 
sealeth their instruction."-Job xxxiii. 15, 16. 

THERE are true and false dreams. Jacob's at Bethel were true and 
from God ; as were also those respecting his flocks when with Laban. 
The false prophets had false dreams and tried to deceive the people 
of God by them; so it will be well for us not to take heed to all 
about which we dream. But I have found that if a dream leaves an 
abiding impression on the mind, there is generally something to be 
learned from it. Of such only I wish to speak, and will relate, in 
the most intelligible way I can, a few that have occupied some of 

" my sleeping and waking hours. 
The first I had, as I remember, was this: I thought I stood by 

the side of a great ardmay. It seemed to be dark at a distance from 

* If tlie subject of" Dreams" interests our studious readers, we would 
refer tbern to "The Intellectual Powers" by ,John Abercrombie, M.~., 
published by Murray, Albermarle Street, 1849; and "Dreams, in their 
Mental and Moral Aspects," two Essays by John Sheppard, published by 
Jackson and Walford, St. Paul's Church Yard, 1847. Both are out of print, 
but are easy to obtain second-hand. 
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where I stood, and there appeared to be a great number of people 
passing off to the left into the dark part of this arch way, and they 
seemed to be dressed in parsonic attire, that is, in black gowns. I 
thought I asked one of them where they were going? He said, 
To hell! At this I was astonished, as there was such a great 
number of them, for they seemed to walk five or six abreast ; but 
one of them opened his clothes, and I saw that he was all on fire 
within ! This made a very solemn impression on my mind which 
never quite left me till God called me by His grace-I mean the 
terror I felt ; the scene I can never forget. I had no idea of ever 
becoming a minister. May God preserve me in His fear to my 
journey's end, that I may escape the dreadful gulf. 

The second dream I had was after I was called by grace. I 
thought I was standing by my fire on the hearth ; and a serpent 
crept into the ashes under the fire ; and then he turned round and 
put his head out, and spat sparks of fire all over me in such a manner 
that it made me shrink back, but not one hurt me. 

I was at this time under manifold temptations, and seemed filled 
with blasphemous thoughts, which much distressed me, but I 
thought from this dream I should be brought through ; and so I 
was, and without hurt, for the Lord kept my feet, that is, my mind, 
the feet of my soul, according to His promise. 

In the third dream I thought a very heavy cloud passed over 
me and seemed to sparkle with fire, but one part of it looked very 
dark and heavy. It was a very long cloud and seemed to move 
toward the south-west. 

I had after this, a long and trying path to walk in. We had a 
poor afHicted child, four years of age, that died suddenly. I 
myself had a long affiction, and my wife, having gone to her father's 
funeral, was taken so ill that she could not get home for five 
days, nor could I get to see her, and after she did return she was 
brought seemingly as near to death as she could be to be alive. 
After this I moved to a part in the direction the cloud appeared to 
move, and had four years' heavy trial and persecution. I had indeed 
a fierv trial. 

I~ the fmirth, I dreamed I was crossing over a piece of waste, 
uncultivated ground, and I wanted to go to a certain place; what 
for I did not know, so I turned back and thought I would not go ; 
but again I thought I must go, so I went on till I came to a certain 
place, something like a stone quarry, and I wanted to get down 
into it but did not know how. I thought there was a strong post 
standing at the side, so I made an attempt to get down by this, but 
found it was loose. However, I got clown somehow, and I looked 
under the rock of stone and saw a number of things like serpents; 
I thought one of them sprang at me with great force, but did 
not strHrn me. 

While I thus stood looking round, there appeared a person 
at the top of the pit, who held this serpent in his ~and close to my 
head, and said, " This hath hurt many a man, but 1t shall not hurt 
you.'' 

The post that was loose I considered to be a friend to whom I 
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was YeIJ much attached, but who did not stand firm in trial. The 
serpent I believed to be a man who was a great enemy to me and 
influenced many others, but I did not £ear him. 

I was at this time living in Buckinghamshire, which I left 
sometime afttw, but I was ,·ery much concerned about leaving and 
asked the Lord to direct me right. 

One morning I fell asleep and this was my fifth dream. I 
stood upon three ways, that is, they were open before me ; the 
middle one that I went in first, seemed very short, which I took to 
be the place I was then in, which soon was at an end. On the left 
I saw a broad road, level and rather down-hill; this I took next, but 
had not gone far, before I found there was no way. This I believe 
to be Cheltenham, as I went there two months and there was a good 
congregation and a good salary, hut there were no leaders to stand 
firm by the truth, so I dare not continue there ; and this dream was 
of great use to me to prevent me. On my right hand I saw a long 
but narrow way with some crooks in it, and this I believe marked 
out Potton, where I have ministered for nearly twenty years and 
have found some crooked things to encounter; but the dream 
occurred before I knew where Potton was. 

HOW GOD 

(Tc be concluded.) 

ANSWERED 
LITTLE 

THE PRAYER 
GIRLS. 

OF TWO 

A STORY FOR THE BAIRNS. BY THE EDITOR. 

IN the year 1856, which is now fifty-two years ago, one of my two 
aunts lived at R--e, in Hertfordshire, where her husband was 
minister of the Independent Chapel. When her birthday was draw
ing near, their two little daughters, unknown to anybody else, 
busied themselves in making her something for a present-I am 
sorry that I cannot remember what it was-to lay on the breakfast 
table when the morning arrived. 

Every one in that house was fond of poetry. l\fy aunt herself 
was the author of some exceedingly pretty pieces, and Miss Emma 
Tatham, the sweet Wesleyan poetess, had died when on a visit to 
them some months before. It is not wonderful, therefore, that 
Pollie and Emmie-for these were their names-often tried to write 
little hymns of their own composition. 

Kow children, like grown-up people, often have "happy 
thoughts,'' and it occurred to my two cousins how nice it would be, 
if their gift and the flowers that were to be presented on the 
birthday morning, were accompanied with an original piece of 
poetry. 

They accordingly laid their heads together and produced a 
brand-new composition for the occasion. I do not remember it all, 
but it began-

"' How d' you do, dear mawrna, this very fine day? ' 
YolU' two little daughters to you would now say." 
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Of this they were just a wee bit proud, and Pollie, the elder girl, 
wrote it out with the greatest care-" To Mrs. J. Cooke Westbrook, 
on her birthday.'' 

But, on the day before, an anxious thought began to trouble 
them-Suppose it should rain next morning, the verses would not 
do, and all their labour would have been in vain. 

But, of course, they had been religiously brought up and taught 
that God answers prayer if offered in the name of Jesus. They 
therefore made up their minds, in their simple way, to tell the Lord 
that they very much wanted Him to let it be fine next morning, and 
they went to sleep, hoping that it would be as they wished. 

They woke very early and, to their joy, the sun was shining 
brightly and there was hardly a cloud in the sky. Thus their hopes 
were realised and everything went off as they had desired. 

Now this is a very simple story, but these little girls then learnt 
for the first time how truly God answers prayer. I do not mean to 
say that theirs was a spiritual prayer, but it was a sincere one, and 
God answered it. 

I am telling you, dear children, these things, because you, too, 
may offer prayers in the same simple and sincere way in all your 
troubles and cares. 

Some people say that children have no sorrows, but I know 
better, and I like to hear even children sing-

" Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble auywhere ? 

We should never be discouraged: 
Take it to the Lord in prayer." 

But did these little girls never pray about anything else than 
everyday troubles ? I am glad to say they did. Some years after, God 
taught them by His Holy Spirit that they were sinners, and led them 
to seek salvation through the love and blood of the dear Redeemer. 
You know that "They that seek shall find,'' and they found what 
they sought when "grace taught their souls to pray ''-peace and 
pardon from God-and they became Christian ladies, who lived to 
the glory of their Heavenly Father. My poor cousin Pollie fell into 
a decline and died when young. Emmie has for many years been 
the wife of a Baptist minister in the Midlands. Both always said 
that what happened on mother's birthday first taught them, as quite 
children, that God really does answer prayer.* 

* The above was part of a talk to about 170 children of the recently 
instituted "Surrey Tabernacle Sunday-school" at the annual meeting ~n 
Wednesday, May 10th, the Pastor (Mr. 0. S. Dolbey) presiding. Of t~1s 
address the Editor of "Our Magazine ''--the Mgan, if we may so style it, 
of" the Penrose-street Sunday-school "-says, all too kindly, "We wore 
glad to hoar Mr. W. Jeyes Styles's address, in which he related two 
incidents, one referring to A ,PRAYER THAT WAS HEARD-here given; the 
othe1· to A PRAYER THAT WAS NOT H;EARD," for reasons which were assigned.. 

We rejoice from our heart at God's evident blessing on thi~ most wi~e 
and timely movement. If anything instr11me11tally can resuscitate public 
interest in this hallowed sanctuary, this is the effort which will effect "the 
consummation devoutly to be wished." 
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AG UR'S PRAYER. 
BY CHARLES HILL. 

"Remove far from me vanit.y and lies; give me neither poverty nor riches; 
feed me with food convenient for me.''-Prov. xxx. 8. 

IT sometimes pleases God to give us a sketch of the liYes of those 
whom He condescends to make useful. Sometimes their words only 
are recorded, as in the case of Agur here. But what does it 
signify? Who is Paul, or who Apollos, but instruments God is 
pleased to use ? 

Agur possessed great grace. He appears to have been a teacher 
in Israel, to whom many resorted for instruction. But, though 
others thought much of him, he had learned to think humbly of 
himself. Having given a confession of his faith, he proceeds to 
give us his prayer and his reasons for it. He had thought about 
what things he should pray for, and considered what things he 
most needed, and found he specially required two things, which 
are such as none but a gracious man would ask for. 

We notice, first, the Providence acknowledged; second, the 
Praye1· preferred. 

I.-THE PROVIDENCE ACKNOWLEDGED. 

He is looking at the circumstances by which he is surrounded, 
acknowledging what many forget-that t4ere is a God in Heaven 
whose Kingdom ruleth over all, and that He is the caretaker of our 
world. The human heart is prone to turn away from God; but, 
the Christian beli:eves, not only that God is, but also that He takes 
notice of everything. It is blessed to have faith that 

"No~ e. single shaft can hit till the God of love sees fit;" 

and that all things are under His superintending care-sparrows 
and nations, rain and sunshine, all are ruled by Him. 

We are apt to speak of things that directly concern ourselves 
and of late have heard much complaint of bad harvests. God has 
withheld in measure His sunshine from our Island Home. 

Still, treasures have been poured upon other countries. Suppose 
He had withheld them from these also, as they had been from us, what 
different scenes would have been presented! But no; God has been 
at work ; He has been superintending in His universal providence. 
We are too narrow in our views ; there is a universal Providence 
over nations, as well as a special one over individuals. . •· 

Agur confesses his want of understanding in these matters, and 
he looks up to the great God of heaven, and says, " Lord, come and 
manage for me-me, who am so unwise and so weak that I cannot 
manage for myself." Yes, he was right ; for God not only orders 
great things, but takes notice of little things, and remembers the 
lowly in their low estate. Nothing is too great for God to manage, 
nothing too small for Hirn to take notice of. 

David and Paul both acknowledged God's goodness to them 
from the womb to the tomb. God heard the first cry of the infant 
Paul, knew what he would be, and how much better he would be 
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qualified for his work by the circumstances by which he would he 
surrounded through life. 

You and I to-day are what the past has made us. Circumstances 
form our character. Do what we will, God shapes the end. It is a 
very pleasant thought that the God of heaven, who rules among 
angels, takes notice of me. David said, "I am poor and needy, yet 
the Lord thinketh upon me." There is a universal Providence, 
and there is also a special Providence, over the every-day life of 
every heaven-horn pilgrim. 

II.-THE PRAYER PREFERRED. 

In the first place, there is something the removal of which is 
earnestly wished for. "Remove from me vanity and lies "-not a 
little way; not just over the hedge; but far away, whence their 
evil, injurious influences cannot be felt. " Remove far from me 
vanity and lies ; '' they are the consequences of sin ; remove them 
far away. God says, "I have removed thy transgressions from 
thee." How far? As far as the east is from the west. Thus, the 
act of God and the desire of the godly here meet. 

Then, I think, Agur wanted to be removed from the deceit 
which hangs around people-a kind of mist which you cannot 
penetrate. Too often, also, appearances are deceitful; devils may 
be dressed in angels' robes. Prosperity may not be good for me ; 
it may not be what it seems to be. It will be wise for us to take 
the language of our text, and pray as Agur did. We see the pro
priety of his prayer; it accords with what our Master taught His 
disciples: "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
give us this day our daily bread.'' 

Again, there is something he did not wish to have. Here comes 
the difficulty of the prayer-" Give me neither poverty nor riches.'' 
Very few people could sincerely pray this, though it is a ·wise, good 
prayer ; but it rises to an altitude that only grace can raise men to, 
and that great grace, too. Great grace was upon Agur when he 
uttered this prayer; his motive in uttering it was a high one
" Lest I be full and deny Thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest 
I be poor and steal, and take the name of my God in vain." 

"Give me neither poverty nor riches.'' Could you pray this 
prayer? Some people are all for amassing wealth. There is no 
evil in riches, but often much evil connected with them. When 
Jeshurun waxed fat he forgot the God of his salvation. The only 
thing the rich man in the parable forgot was God, the Giver of all 
his riches. "Soul," he said, "thou hast much g0ods laid up for 
many years; eat, drink, and be merry ''-but he said nothing about 
God. Ah ! dear friends, there is an influence with riches that, when 
they fill a man's heart, there is little room left for God. Depend 
upon it, that man is happy who has enough to be content with, 
which brings us to Agur's last petition. . . 

"Feed me with food convenient for me "-food that 1s smtable 
and adapted for me. Give me this day my daily bread-this dap. 
The food is not always to be alike, but varied; and not always m 
the same form. You and I like variety in our natural food-
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bread, flesh, fish, Yegetables, fruit- and God has filled Lhe earth with 
His goodness in this respect. And so, spiritually, His \!ford is full 
of good things convenient and suitable for His children, which 
come to tlrnm in varied forms adapted to their cases and circum
stances. Sometimes a promise, sometimes a grand old testimony 
o_f DiYine ~ruth, ~mes to strengthen the struggling one ; som~
trmes a whisper, like a_ zephyr breeze coming from the skies, and 
the feeble one catches 1t up. 

Only, 0 my God! feed me with such food. Let me take 
the position DaYi<l took. Be my Host. Sit here in the wilderness 
whilst Thon dost prepare a table before me, and feed me till I want 
no more. Amen.* 

A CHRISTIAN HAND-MAID COUNSELLED. 

BY WILLIAM HUNTINGTON. 

THE following letter from the pen of "the celebrated Coalheaver '' 
was among the cherished papers of the late Mr. Bdmund Dinham, 
who, in early life, must have been acquainted with many who 
had known this great preacher. It is addressed to Mrs. Snowdon, 
at Lord Rivers, Heckfield Heath, near Hartford Bridge, Rants. 
The date of the post-mark is August 21st, 1789. Its writer was 
at that time in his forty-fourth year, and in the height of his 
popularity both as a preacher and a writer. He had recently 
remoYed with his family to Church Street, Paddington. Our 
readers may, however, remember that it was his wont to spend 
much of his time in a small .room, or vestry, behind his chapel in 
Tichfield Street, which he quaintly styled "the Cabin,'' which 
was inscribed in gold letters over the door. In this he conducted 
most of his correspondence. Here, in all probability, the following 
lines were penned. 

It is customary with religious editors to correct all errors in 
such compositions and often "to dress them up," according to 
their fancy. In the present instance, what follows is an exact 
transcript of the original. 

It was addressed to a member of his congregation at "Provi
dence," who was then, we should judge, an upper servant to a 
nobleman. Though he calls her "Mrs.,'' it does not follow th11,t 
she was married, as middle-aged females and those in responsible 
positions were often at that time so addressed as a mark of respect. 

She would appear to have been of a sprightly disposition, fond 
of talking, and apt to suffer the excitement of entertaining conver-

"' The a.hove consists of notes, ta.ken by a. hearer, of a sermon preached !n 
1878, when a succession of wet, cold, a.nd sunless harvests had greatly dis
couraged farmers, and n:>t a few had failed. It was by no means one of the 
preacher's grand sermons, but the homely, colloquial talk of a beloved pastor to 
his endeared people. Still there are scintillations of the genius which could 
never be wholly repressed-witness "the feeble one catching up the zephyr 
breeze from the skies," etc. 
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sation to tempt her to frivolity. She also evidently had a hasty 
temper. 

The counsel here so lovingly given to such a character must 
have been invaluable. Who would have supposed that a :Minister 
whom some considered an Antinomian, could have written to one 
of his members in so practical a manner. As a specimen of 
Huntington's correspondence it is, in fact, almost unique. 

Christian women to-clay might surely peruse it with profit : 

"MY DEARLY BELOVED FRIEND,-How dost thou do-how is thv 
health and strength ; is it sufficient for thy work : and is thy old 
man as strong as ever? Is it Nanny still, I suppose it is. 

"However I have not forgot thee, and hope I never shall-and 
I hope thou hast not forgot "Providence " Chapel, and the things 
which make for thy peace, which thou hast so often heard there 
in a very plain way laid down. 

"There, hurrying appears (to) drive every thing out of the head 
and heart; unless a little time be spared for reading, thinking 
and praying-which I hope my dear girl will neither forget nor 
neglect. 

"I have this morning prayed for thee-that wisdom, circum
spection and a well-guarded conversation may be given to thee;
that a watch may be set before her mouth, and the door of her 
lips be kept if the old fire should break out, as I suppose it has 
before now. 

I entreat thee never to neglect committing thy care and keeping 
(every morning and evening) to Him that is able to save. "\Vithout 
Him we can do nothing, but He can enable us to do all things. 

Make not too free in conversation with those that are about 
thee, nor get into discourse about subjects that will makt;i bad 
work for conscience another day. 

"Thou lmowest thou art obliged to go to books-on the account 
of these things-get often by thyself and read and think ; for you 
and I are going down the hill apace, and thou knowest Who it is 
that we are to appear before-and in ·whom we are to trust, and 
Whose name we are to fear. 

" I have got a bad cold at present, Sarah has been very ill for 
some time-but is rather better-and (a) kind providence sweetly 
appears for me, unworthy me. 

"Be upon thy (guard), my daughter, call upon God to help thee, 
and mind thy conduct. 

"Send m"e a line or two as soon as possible, and be so kind as 
to visit the sons of my vows. I need not affix my name ; nor need 
I tell thee-that Nanny is dear to me; Aornc.'" " 

* It is noticeable that Huntington spells '"committing," cummiti11g,! 
"guard," gm·r!; '' discourse," dfaco,·se; "obliged," ublidge,f;. "appear, 
apear; "in whom," in whome,; and" possible," possable. •~111s 1s not men
tioned as derogatory to his reputation, but simply as rnarkrng the gradu~l 
pl'og1-ess of his education, as bis later letters are freo from such defect~. 
It may also encourage plain and uncultured minis~ors_ to l'eflect that the 
greatest and most popqlnr preacher of the truth ID ~1s day_ had the same 
difficulties and deficiencies as they aro so sadly conscwus ol. 
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THE SEAWEED'S LESSON.* 

ONE Summer eve of bt>auiy, whon 
The sun had sunk to sleep 

In his richest, golden splendour, 
Beneath the mighty deep; 

I longed to breath the bn.lmy air, 
And wandered to the shore, 

To view the waves' wild restlessness, 
And listen to their roar. 

But all was hushed to oalmness, anl 
The Queen of Night arcse, 

In fnll and silent majesty 
To gaze on earth's repose; 

Sbe shed her soft, sweet silver light 
On e,·ery object round, 

And the onl_v music floating, was 
The ripple's soothin5 sound. 

I walked a"hi!e in ecst8sy
What heart that does not feel 

Tue hallow'd joy and peacefulness 
Suen hours as these reveal P 

E'en the sadde•t things that memory 
Can picture to the mind, 

Are tinted with a softness 
Of beauty undefined, 

There is sympathy with nature 
Jn her tearfulness and smile; 

How often will her sunny face 
The sorrowing soul beguile·:-

While her frowns of dreary cloudiness 
Their sombre hues impart, 

To deepen every shade of woe, 
And desolate the heart. 

Upon a smooth and jutting rook 
I found a pleasant seat; 

A heap of strange, uneightly weeds 
L1>y scatter'd at my feet:-

I passed"tbem not by heedlessly, 
As worthless in my si11ht; 

With care and clean8ing these might yield 
Both wonder and delight. 

I gathered up som.e specimens, 
And now with gladness view 

Their many rare and beauteous forms 
Of rich and varied hue ; 

Some, graceful as the feathery fern, 
Or braMhing, like the vine ; 

With emerald and roseate fronds 
Most exquititely fine. 

Are there not also human weeds, 
Sad, outcast, and forlorn ; 

Forsaken, wretched, reckless ones? 
Oh ! pass them not with scorn :

For latent beauty may be there, 
And yearnings for !!,home 

Of purity and boliness, 
Where sin can never come. 

Then lead these wanderers to God 
By patience, faith and prayer ; 

And He, wbo is '' the Sinner's Friend,'' 
Will well reward thy care ; 

The blessings of His light and love 
Can m'lke such weeds become 

Choice, lovely, amaranthine flowers, 
In Paradise to bloom. 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

The Holy Bible for Daily Reading, newly 
revised and arranged by Rev. J. W. 
Genders. Printed by Spottiswoode & 
Co., and published by Passmore and 
Alabaster. Paternoster Buildings, Lon
don. Thin paper, 1,224 pages, gilt 
edges, bound in leather. Price 5s. 

We have described this beautiful volume 
with all care. It is the cheapest book
as a hook-that we have ever seen. 
Emanating from tbe Press of the King's 
printerd, its t,vpe is admirable. Its 
getting np is all that the most fastidiou1 
taste could desire. 

It is the completion of an edition of 

the Bible, having many peculia.rities
an instalment of which was published in 
1905 and reviewed in our number for 
January, 1906. 

We then explained that the whole is 
divided-not into chapters-but into 
sections of convenient and, as far as 
possible, uniform length, to facilitate the 
systematic daily study of the Word.of 
God; which will be accomplished in a 
year if three portions are read daily. 

The text consists of a slightly amended 
though not a new translation of the in
spired originals -the principles on which 
the alterations are made being fully ex-

"' Many of readers will, during the next few weeks, be visiting the sea-side, and 
will doubtless ap,:,reciate the poetic beauty and the instmotive teaching of the 
verses which follow. Their author, Mary Anne Westbrook, was the Editor's aunt 
referred to in" The Story of the Bairns," to he found on another page. 

Thie poem admirably illustrates the paper of our friend Edwin White, on 
"The Christian's Attitude to the World." 



AND GOSP.1!,L HERALD. 217 

plained in a luoid introcluotion of 39 
pages. The sweet and stately 8axon of our 
long-lovecl Bibles is largely preservecl : 
the emendations being made only when 
deemed essential by the author. 

Thus in Exodus ix, 31 for •• The flax 
was bolled," we read "was blossomed"; 
and in chapter xiii, 18 for" the children 
of Israel went up harnessed out of 
Egypt," "armed" ii substituted. Jn 
Paa. v. 6 " them that speak leasing" i~ 
rendered " t ha.t speak falsehood." In 
the New Testament corrections like 
" anxious thought " for thought, Matt. 
vi. 27 ; rocky for "stony places," Matt. 
xiii, 5; "thou mindest (for savourest) 
not the things that are of God," Matt. 
xvi. 23 ; "He will guide you into all 
the truth," John xvi. 13; "Our citizen
ship is in heaven," Phil. iii. 30; "Death 
a11d the Unseen" for hell, Rev. xx. 14, 
11re judiciously introduced. So far from 
these corrections being profuse they 
might, we think, have been multiplied 
with advantage. 

We repeat our formM assurance that 
there is no approach to the coarseness 
and vulgarity of the "New Testaments 
iu modern English," by Ferrar Fenton 
aad others; nor is there a trace of the 
absurd literality of Rotherham's New 
Testament, so be-loved of immature and 
pedantic scholars, but so rigidly eschewed 
by really sensible and devout men. 

We congratulate our old friend, the 
author, on the completion of the great 
work of his useful life, and trust that it 
may be owned ancl honoured of God for 
His own glory. 

A Defence of Total Abstinence, by Isaac 
C. Johnson, J.P. Eighth thousand. 
London: R. Banks & Son, Rscquet 
Court, Fleet Street, E.C. One penny. 

"TEMPERANCE is a vi,tue: but teeto
talism is folly." So wrote ,John Steven~ 
in bis" .Advice to Deacons "-and John 
Hazelton, John J<'oreman, John Box and 
many other of our most honoured min
isters, endoreed this as a sane opinion. 
A respectable minority, however, tbou1<ht 
otherwise, and Wilham Gadsby, P. W. 
Williamson, R. G. Edwards, ,James 
Woodard. James Wells, and others of 
high repute, practised total abstinence.· 
Among these is the author of this pam
phlet; the re-publication of which the 
contemplated Licensing Bill, and the 
discussion to which it bas given rise, it 
is judged, renders timely. Ur. Johnson 
has a practised and powerful pen and 
nil tangit quodnononorat. This booklet 
presents all that can well be scripturally 
advanced on tbe subject in a lucid and 
striking manner. vVe wish, however, 
that all who advocate total abstinence 
would embrace every opportunity of ad
vocating the claims of the Temperance 
Hospital in the Hampstead Road, which, 
though it does more in one year for the 
e~use of temperance th-.n all the lec
turers and pamphlet writers on the sub
ject combined, is mainlv supported by 
those who share the opinion of the great 
preacher with whose pithy sentence this 
notice commences. Banch of Hope and 
their wise and beneficent work among 
the young also demand constant advo
cacy. 

"KNOWING that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world.'' w·hen we first enter on the path 
of tribulation, we are apt to conclude that no child of God was ever 
so strangely exercised ; but when our spirits make diligent search, 
we find at length that these are but "the footsteps of the flock.'' This 
affords a measure of encouragement to our minds, and enables us 
to keep our path; and when we meet with those whom we esteem 
as "the excellent of the earth," and understand that they also are 
exercised with the same trials and afflictions, this proves an addi
tional help and encouragement to our oppressed hearts.-Sclected. 

"Mv EXPECTATION IS FROM HIM" (Psa. lxii. 5). Some men 
spoil themselves bec1tuse they have "expectations.'' Their second 
cousin's first wife's father is very rich, and may jeave his property 
to them or their children. But it is ill work waiting for a dead 
man's shoes, and their expectation often leads to nothing. How 
blessed to have a livinO' hope in the living God, and a cheerful 
confidence that He will 7iot fail. Such an expectation " shall not 
be cut off" (Prov. xxiii. 8 and x..""<iv. 14). 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSO-
CIATION ANNUAL MEETING. 

"BAPTISTS in Camp,. was the head
ing of the Press notice of our annual 
gatherings at Stoke Ash on May 27th 
and 28th. 

It is true we held the services 
under canvas, but we were not en
camped in the sense generally 
understood by that word, onr Asso
ciation meetings having been held 
in a tent sixty-one years with but 
three or four exceptions, which 
doubtless is a unique experience. 

We are thankful to say that in 
answer to prayer the Lord sent us 
splendid weather, a large assembly 
and excellent services. 

At 10.30 on the morning of the 
27th the moderator opened the meet
ing with prayer and announced the 
hymn "Glory to God on high," which 
was exceedingly apposite on that 
glorious sunlit morn, and after read
ing Psalms cxxii. and cxxxviii., and 
prayer by Brother Oxborrow, the 
Articles of the Association were 
read by Pastor R. Hewitt, and the 
letters from the Churches by the 
Secretary and Pastors Dykes and 
Leggett. After another hymn the 
retiring moderator introduced his 
successor, Pastor H. T. Chilvers, who 
delivered a striking address of a 
somewhat unusual order. 

The afternoon service was con
ducted by Pastor J. H. Lynn. when 
Pastor E. Marsh, a former Su:ffolk 
pastor, delivered an instructive 
discourse from Heb. viii. 25. In the 
evening Pastor J. T. Peters, of 
Wllittlesea, preached from Sol. iii. 4 
an appreciated sermon to a large con
gregation. Thursday morning broke 
with all the beauty and glory vf a 
summer's day, resplendent with the 
new and tender green foliage which 
encircled the surroundings. At 
6 a.m. the voice of praise ascended 
to the Triune Jehovah from beneath 
the canvas, when the representatives 
and others met for prayer and praise. 
This meeting was presided over by 
.Pastor W. Dixon. · 

At 9 a.m. the ministe~nd friends 
gathered for prayer. The moderator 
announced the opening hymn, fol
lowed by the fervent pleadings of 
several pastors for the outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit and a revival of 
the Lord's work. 'rhe delegates, 
Pastor T. Jones and H. D. Tooke, 
from the Metropolitan Association 
were introduced at this meeting 
and gave short and bright addresses 
on the work of the denomination. 

At 10.30 a largo number of people 
had assembled in the tent, and after 
the devotional part of the service a 
well-thought-out sermon was given 
by Pastor W. Dixon from 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

At the service in the afternoon it 
is estimated that some 1,200 people 
gathered, when Pastor Ranson 
tlelivered au excellent discourse 
from Psalm cxxxviii. 8. 

Before singing the parting hymn, 
"Blest be the tie that binds," a 
co1·dial vote of thanks was passed to 
the many friends in and around Stoke 
Ash for their great kindness in 
assisting in the arrangements and 
entertaining the delegates for the 
night, including the Rectors of 
Stoke Ash, Thwaite and Wickh_am 
Skeith. 

Thus closed the 78th annual meet
ings, successful from all points so 
far as man could make them, and our 
prayer is that God will bless the 
Word to precious souls. 

It is our pleasure to note that a 
ladies' prayer meeting was held on 
the first day from 5.15 to 6.15 p.m., 
presided over by Mrs. Chilvers, and 
we understand that the meeting was 
much appreciated, personal testi
mony being borne by some who had 
found it a means of strengthening 
their hands in God. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. H. G. 
HURRELL AT CHELMSFORD. 

(Concluded from paoe 186}. 

CALL TO THE MINISTRY, 

I ALWAYS had a desire to preach as 
long as I can remember, and always 
felt that if I became a believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ I should want 
to preach to others ; and soon after 
joining the Church at Norwich I was 
asked to take part in open-air work 
and to go with my uncle supplying 
the village Causes round Norwich. 

But it was not till after I had 
joined the Church at Claxton that I 
preached in a Strict Baptist pulpit ; 
this came about through failure of a 
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supply, and I was asked to preach 
in tho morning, which, after much 
fear and trembling, I dicl. 

A few Sundays after this I heard 
from the little Uause at Saxlingham, 
!tSking me to supply for one Sunday, 
which I did, and, after going a fow 
times, was asked to preach regu
larly for t,hree months. During this 
time one of the deacon's daughters 
was blessed to the saving of her 
soul, and I was honoured by bap
tizing her. Soon after, a Mrs. Dye 
was blessed and was also baptized 
by me. Altogether, I preached in 
this place about nine months ; I 
also supplied some of the Suffolk 
Churches, and about this time the 
friends at Brockley, in Suffolk, asked 
me to supply the pulpit there for 
three months, and requested me to 
reside for that period in their 
midst. After prayerful considera
tion I consented, feeling it was the 
providence of God. At the end of 
the three months, which was Sep
tember, 1906, I was invited to stay 
for four months longer, but agreed 
to stay till the end of that year ; 
after which I supplied, among other 
Churches, the Cause at Bury St. 
Edmunds, where the Word was 
blessed to two of God's people, 
whom I baptized ; thus the Lord 
led me from place to place and 
was r leased to use even me to the 
conv.,rsion of sinners and the edi
fying of His saints, to whom be the 
glory for ever and ever, 

CALL TO CHELMSFORD. 

While supplying at Brockley, as I 
have just mentioned, we received 
a bill announcing the harvest thanks
giving services at Providence Bap
tist Chapel, Glemsford. I cycled 
over to the services, and the 
preacher for the day was your loved 
deacon, Mr. H. Chilvers. I had not 
so much as heard of him before. 
Nevertheless, we sat together at 
the tea-table, and, among other 
things, talked of the Cause at 
Chelmsford. Mr. Chilvers told me 
Mr. Boulton was leaving, he thought, 
and might he suggest me as a supply 
for one Sunday. I said that I should 
be pleased. We exchanged addresses, 
and at the evening meeting I offered 
prayer at his request. 

I heard nothing more of Chelms
ford until the next year, on March 
16th, when I received a letter from 

your secretary, Mr .. J. W. Uottee 
asking me if I could supply the pul: 
pit on Lord's-day, sending me four 
dates to select from. I selected May 
19th, 1907; and when I ret□ rnecl to 
Bt1ry St. Edm□nds, where I was then 
living, I was much exercised about 
Chelmsford, and, although I had no 
f □rthor engagements, felt I should 
again preach there. 

Not many days arter, I again 
heard from Mr. Cot tee, asking me to 
give an address at the children·s 
anniversary in the place of Pastor 
J. Bush, who was unable to fulfil his 
engagement, which I did, the date 
being June 19th. This led to f □rther 
engagements, and, as you know, I 
supplied two Lord's-days in Septem
ber, three in October, and two 
Lord's-days in the two remaining 
months, November and December 
respectively. 

It was in October that a resolu
tion was handed to me inviting me 
for three months, with a view to the 
pastorate, to commence January, 
1908, which, after a few days' delay, 
I accepted; and when, after having 
preached for two months, you in
vited me to settle as your Pastor, I 
felt the only honest answer before 
God, you as a people, and my own 
conscience, was Yes, and I trust the 
union will conduce to the welfare of 
the Cause here and be for the glory 
of God. 

The Pastor then declared the 
truths he intended to preach, after 
which the hands of Pastor and 
Deacon were joined by the chair
man, Pastor T. L. Sapey. 

Pastor E. White, of Woolwich, 
then prayed fervently for a blessing 
upon Pastor and people, which 
brought a very impressive service 
to a close. 

Tea was then partaken of by a 
very large number, who almost 
immediately adjourned to the chapel 
for the evening meeting. Pastor 
W. Chisnall, of Guildford, presided. 
Pastor H. T. Chilvers asked God 
for His presence and blessing, and, 
following some very choice remarks 
by the chairman, Pastor T. L. Sapey 
delivered the charge to the Pastor, 
basing his remarks upon-" Be thou 
prepared, and prepare for thyself : 
thou and all thy company that are 
with thee ; and be thou a guard unto 
them" (Ezek. xxxviii. 7). 

The charge to the Church was 



220 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

given by Pastor E. White, whose re
marks were very encouraging. 

There were large congregations 
both afternoon and evening, and a 
happy day was brought to 11 close 
with the singing of the Doxology. 
The collections, which were very 
good, were for the Pastor. 

HERNE BA.Y. 
OPENING OF CECIL PARK CHAPEL. 

THE opening services of the new sanc
tuary at Herne Bay took place on 
June 10th. 

The building, which is situate ln 
Cecil Park-road and has seating accom
modation for 200, has been erected 
through the generosity of Mr. Walter 
Peacock, who has borne all the expense 
-ovi,r :£2,000-and has endowed it for 
the future. It is intended as a meeting
place for lovers of sovereign grace. 

The afternoon meeting was presirled 
over by Mr. Preble, who, in his opening 
remarks, alluded to the circumstances 
which led to the building of the chapel. 
Mr. Peacock said :-" By the good hand 
of God towards me, I have the pleasure 
of declaring this chapel open to the 
public for the worship of Almighty 
God and for the preaching of the ever
lasting Gospel of free and sovereign 
grace, with the earnest prayer that He 
will graciously own my humble efforts 
to His glory and as a blessing to the 
souls of men and women in this place 
from henceforth, for Christ's sake." 

Mr. Hallett, of Brighton, noticed that 
two reasons were given for the erection 
of the building. One was that it should 
be a memorial to the glorious reformer 
and martyr, Ridley, who was vic11,r of 
Herne, the little village near Herne 
Bay. They were there as Protestants
as those who were not ashamed of their 
Protestantism-and Mr. Peacock did 
well to ea.use Ridley's name to be asso
ciated with that building. Then he had 
erected ,hat building as a thank-offering 
and for the preaching of the everlasting 
Gospel, and he hoped God wonld bless 
and crown that acknowledgment by the 
distinct testimonies to the power of the 
Gospel in this place. The speaker went 
on to de11,l with tbe need for a "vital 
ministry." 

Mr. Dalbey counted himself happy in 
finding himself among them that after
noon. That building was a monument 
to God's sovereign grace and also a 
memorial of the goodness of God to one 
of His servant•. He had one or two 
wishes and desires with regard to that 
chapel. Might the building be a 
"Bethel:" that place was holy ground. 
Might many sinners be led by the provi
dence of God to come within its walls. 
Might that house be a Bethlehem-a 
house of Bread. Might it be a Bethesda 
-the hou~e of mercy-for nothing but 

mercy would meet the necessities of 
miserable sinners, Then, might it prove 
a Bethsaida-a house of fish, or place of 
nets. 

Mr. Sinden said that was the first 
attempt in this town to appoint a 
centre for the true preaching of God's 
Gospel. l'he messalfe was to lie " Obrist 
and Him crucified. When that oeasea 
to have its effect and was despiEed and 
discouraged and a congregation did not 
gatber, their friends would very wisely 
olo~e their doors ; but he did not believe 
that would happen. His prayer was 
that God would bless that place, and 
that in days to come it might be con
sidered that a particular honour was 
conferred upon them by having takeq 
part in the dedication of that beautiful 
sanctuary. 

In the evening a sermon was preached 
by Mr. Sinden, 

REHOBOTH, BEDFORD ROAD, 
CLAPHAM. 

ON Whit-Monday a few comfortable 
hours were spent at the above place. 
Mr. Styles preached in the afternoon 
from Heb. ii. 11, noticing the relation
ship, the revelation, and the recognition. 

l'he evening meeting was presided 
over by Mr. R. Bawden, who, after the 
first hymm, "Come, Thou fount of 
every blessing," read the 21st Pdalm 
and Mr. Watts then engaged in prayer. 
After a few encouraging and helpful 
words from the Chairman, Mr. Styles 
g-ave us ·a few thoughts from Acts xv. 
36. He remarked :-The English mode 
or salutation is, "How do you do 1" 
while the French would say," How do 
you carry yourself 1" and the Italians, 
"How do you stand 1" He dwelt upon 
the present condition of things, and ob
served that in doing a little we were 
sometimes weary in well-doing, but, 
thank God, not weary of well-doing, 
knowing that they shall reap if thty 
faint not; so, like the good woman of 
whom they read" She bath done what 
she could," they were still doing what 
they could. 

Mr. Hall followed with goodly words 
upon the day of Pentecost. 

Mr. Green based his remarks upon 
John xix. 41-a garden and a grave
noticing that there was a grave in 
every garden and a garden round every 
Christian's grave ; then, that there was 
a garden without a grave and a grave 
without a garden. 

Mr. Reader spoke a few words from 
Dent. xxxiii. 25, "Thy shoes shall be 
iron and brass : and as thy days, so 
shall thy strength be." He observed 
that this implied a rough, thorny and 
dangerous road to be travelled by the 
Christian, but strength suffiuient would 
be afforded. 

A few words in closing were spoken 
by the Pastor on Paa, cxi. 6, 7, 
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IPSWIOH (ZoAR).-On May 24th the) the evening, when the chapel was 
sixty-seventh anniversary was com- . crowded to overflowing. The collec
memorated, when the esteemed editor, tione amounted to .£4 8s. ld. Mr. Ran
Mr. W. J. Styles, paid the friends son was greatly helped to lay the sinner 
another visit, His love to Zoar and low and to extol a precious Christ. The 
desire to visit once more the Churoh day will long be remembered by many, 
and home of his old and very dear and it ie hoped much good will result 
friend, the late esteemed Pastor, seemed therefrom.-H. J. H. 
to inspire him (notwithstanding his 
very apparent infirmity) with sufficient 
strength to undertake three services. 
In the morning he preached from, 
"Say unto my soul, I am thy salva
tion ; 11 in the afternoon. '' Be not in
ored uloue, but believe" (John xx. 27); 
and in the evening, when Mr. W. Ling 
kindly read and prayed, the preacher 
set forth Christ II in the power of an 
endless life 11 (Heh, vii. 16). The chapel 
was well filled at all the services and 
the sermons were listened to with 
marked attention and were much en
joyod.-H. B. 

RISHANGLES:-Lord's-day, May 24, 
1908, will be long remembered, especi
ally by our young friends, when the 
late Pastor, W. J. Denmee, preached his 
farewell sermons, for he had always 
taken a kindly interest in their welfare 
and many' loved him for hie work's 
sake. They will miss his timely warn
ings and prayers, but our prayer ie that 
his God may be their God. The friends 
felt they could not part without some 
tangible token of their love and esteem. 
After the afternoon service a special 
meeting was held, when Mr. Syer 
Cracknell presented the Pastor with a 
purse of money, accompanying it with 
a few well-chosen words. Thie was 
seconded by Mr. W. Moore, who voiced 
the feelings of many that our God 
would bless Mr. Denmee in his new 
labours and the Cburoh in our time of 
need.-" ONE WHO w AS THERE." 

ERITR (PROVIDENCE).-The anni
versary on Whit-Monday was well 
attended. Pastor R. Mutimer favoured 
the friends with two delightful 
messages, the Holy Spirit helping him 
muoh. The services were greatly ap
prrniated and the presence of J eeue 
realised, 

MENDLESHA.M GREEN.-The 24th 
anniversary of re-opening of the Sun
day-sohool was held on Lord'a-day, May 
31, when two sermons were preached by 
Mr. W. H. Ranson, of Somersbam, in 
the morning from Matt. viii. 7 and in 
the eveninl!' from John iv. 10. In the 
afternoon Mr. Ranson gave two ad
drA•ses - one to the ohildren from 
2 Kings v. l-4 and one to the young 
and old from Jer. vi. 16. Speoial 
hymns were sung by the children, they 
having been trained by Mr. W. Arbon, 
to whom much credit was due. The 
congregations were good, eepeoially in 

WHITTLESEA. - Anniversary ser
vices were held on Sunday, May 31st. 
The special preacher was Mr. R. E. 
Sears, of London, who in the morning 
took for text Isa. xlix. 13-16, noticing 
that it contained '' A merry peal of 
bells, a plaintive lament, a tender 
expostulation, a wonderful memorial, 
and a gracioua promise," which bung as 
a pendant to the text. A children's ser
vice was held in the afternoon. Mr. 
Sears said he would '' speak five words" 
(1 Cor. xiv.19). He then made remarks 
on twelve different texts, each contain
ing five words. In the evening he told 
out "the old, old story" from the 
word@, "This 1e a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to eave sin
nerP, of whom I am chief." Beauti
ful weather, splendid congregation@, 
and the Lord's presence felt made the 
day a very happy and enjoyable one. 
Thee" services were continued on Tues
day, June 2nd, when Mr. H. T. Chilvers, 
of Ipswich, preached two sermons. 
Especially sweet was the Word in the 
afternoon from two texts-the word of 
the Lord to His people, "I am thy 
part and thine inheritance" (Numbers 
xviii. 20), and their response to Him, 
"Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 
and there is none upon earth that I de
sire beside Thee" (Pea. lxxiii. 25). The 
evening sermon was based on Exodus 
xii. 11, "Thus shall ye eat it." Three 
divisions were enlarged upon-partici
pation, preparation, and progress. -
C. B. 

GADDESDEN ROW.-This interest
ing and time-honoured village Church 
wa~ the scene of great rejoicings on June 
9 th, being the occasion of their anni ver
sary. The work of well-nigh eighty years 
has removed the founders of this Cause 
of truth, but there are still a few who 
speak of the early anniversary preachers 
-as John Foreman, Samuel Milner and 
others-who have long since entered 
into rest. The great cause for thankful
ness is that while "God buries His 
workmen, His work still goes on ; " 
hence, on the day in question two very 
helpful and, we trust, spiritually profit
able sermons werA preached by Mr. H. 
·r. Cbilver@, of lpswioh. Mr. J. P. 
Barradell of Mount Zion, Dorset
,q uare u~dertook the services of the 
desk. 'At the oonolusion of the services 
he earnestly pleaded on behalf of the 
Cause, stating that the sum of £25 was 
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required to meet all the liabilities whioh 
bad been incurred by tbe improvements 
lately made in the chapel ground, &o. 
He asked all to do something, and to do 
as God had prospered them, being very 
anxious that the entire sum should be 
raised and the officE-bearers relieved of 
the liability. In response to his earnest 
pleading. and with his liberal assist
ance, this sum was oollected, muoh to 
the surprise and satisfaction of all con
oerned, causing them by the desire of 
the Chairman to sinir "Praise God from 
Whom all blessings flow." The day was 
very line : Nature was dressed in all the 
fre~hness of her spring attire, which 
enticed many from the surrounding 
villages and not a few from the great 
Metropolis to join with these humble 
folk in raising another Ebenezer to the 
honour, praise and glory of Him "who 
doeth all things well."-ONE WHO WAS 
THERE, 

LEWISHAM, COLLEGE PARK. 
THE thirty-fourth anniversary services 
Df the formation of this Church were 
held at Whitsuntide. Mr. S. T. Belcher 
preached on Lord'~•day, June 7th. In 
the morning from John xiv.26, opening 
up the passagA thus :-lst, Th,e Person
ality of the Holy Ghost; 2ndly, The 
ministrations of the Holy Ghost; 
3rdly. The qreat needs-be of man for 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. The 
evening's discourse was based ou two 
interesting and instructive portions of 
Scripture, viz., Matt. xiii. 52 and Song 
of Sol. vii. 13 :-let, 1\'ew things: (a) A 
new covenant (of grace), (b) a new 
.heart (new creation), (c) a new way, 
(d) a new song. 2ndly, Old things: 
(a) The old way, (b) the old leaven. (c) 

Mr. White spoke from Pee.. xxxiv. 8: 
" 0 taste and see that the Lord is good : 
blessed is the man that trueteth in 
Him." Mr. Jarvie (Pastor at Green
wich) addressed the meeting from the 
words of the Apostle Paul (2 Oor. xii. 
2) : "I knew a man in Obrist." M.r. 
Bush-giving hie address late in the 
meeting-also spoke a rew words on the 
same portion as Mr. White (Pea. xxxiv. 
8), dealing more especially with the 
invitation given, and noting who from. 
Mr. Ackland gave an intereetmg ad
dress from Ezek. xlviii, 10. 

These were most happy gatherings. 
All the services wore well attended, 
and friends from several Churches 
were recognised, their presence and 
help being muoh appreciated. The 
friends were cheered and encouraged by 
such good meetings and the sympathy 
extended from all. 

Collections during the whole gather
ings totalled £4. 18~. We thank God 
and take courage. A. E. V. 

EAST HAM.-Whit-Monday we.a a 
day which called forth gratitude for 
services held in conn3otion with the 
Sunday-school. Mr. Chandler preached 
a profitable sermon in the afternoon 
from Pea. Ii. 17. The evening meeting 
was presided over by Mr. Catt, and 
appropriate addressee were given by 
Mr. Tettmar on" Looking unto Jesus;" 
Mr. Huckett, on "Watch;" Mr. Good
enough, on "Jonathan giving his 
artillery to the lad;" Mr. Chandler, on 
"Soul knowledge;" and Mr. Baker on 
" Good soldiers of Christ." Special 
hymns were sung, and an encouraging 
report preeented.-AN EYEWITNESS. 

the old man, (d) the old fruits. Both HOXNE.-The anniversary in connec
.11ermons came with good E&vour. Ser- tion with the Sunday-school was cele
vices were well attended. brated on Whit-Sunday, when excellent 

Services were re•umed on the Monday, sermons were preached by Mr. Roe 
June 8th, Pastor E. White (Woolwich) (Fressingfield), in the morning from 
preaching in the afternoon, his subject Jer. vi. 16, in the afternoon from Lev. 
being Hagge.i ii. 5: (1) Dependence, xiv. 38, and in the evening from Exod. 
(2) Deliverance. (3) Dwelhng, (4) xxiii. 14.. The congregations were good, 
Design. , and the discourses thoroughly appre-

Tea was served in the interval of ciated. On Monde.y afternoon the 
service, about sixty friends partaking. scholars rendered a number of recite.· 

At the evening meeting Pastor John tions and dialogueP, interspersed with 
Bush (New Cross) presided, and opened singing, which was followed by an 
the meeting with prayer, praiee, and interesting address by Mr. Dykes from 
the reading of Pea.. xxxiv., after which Exod. xxvi.: "The hooks that held the 
Mr. Armstrong (New Cross) engaged curtains." Tbe chapel we.a filled. to 
in prayer. The Chairman expressed overflowing. At the evening meetmg 
pleasure in age.in visiting College Park the Pastor presided ; Mr. Butcher ree.d, 
after an interval of about twenty years. and sought the divine blessing, after 
The treasurer, Mr. Elliston, spoke a few which Mr. Lio1r spoke earnestly from 
wordP, outlining the year's progress in PPa. cxix. 18; Mr. Dykes from Judghes 
the Church's work, e.nd testifyinl!' to xiii. 12, "How shall we orde~ t e 
the great goodness and mercy of God child 1" and Mr. Roe from Eze~. 1v. 10. 
to ns. Financially (the General Fund I The Lord be p1·aised for all His goodt 
having slightly suffered owing to the ness and favour, and may He gr&J:! 
recent special effort for renovationa) much blessing upon Zion her~, for 1~ 
an amount of about £10 to £12 was God be for us who can be age.met us 
want.ed to place us quite out of debt. ' -M. P. THEOBALD. 
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OHARSFIELD.-Oentenary eervioee 
were held in this plaoe of worehin on 
May 13th. It wae felt that ·after BO 
many mercies in the past an attempt 
must be made to raise an altar of praise 
and thanksgiving to the God of grace 
for the benefits bestowed and the 
fathers now gone before. At 3 p,m., 
Pastor B. J. Northfield (one of the 
tr~etees of the chapel) preaohed an 
ammated e~rmon from Pea. xiii. 6, and, 
afte~ refern;11g to the joyful occasion in 
a;11- 1mprees1ve manner, spoke of the 
emger and song, and then the objaot of 
the song. This eervioe was followed by 
tea, to which about 120 ea.t down, and 
was . succeeded by an evening meeting, 
presided over by our Pastor, H. B. 
~err_y. Thie eerv~ce wae commenced by 
smgrng Dr. Watts beautiful hymn-

" How pleased and blest was I 
To hear the people cry I " 

After reading, onr brother Wm. Cooper, 
of the Craneford Church led us· in 
prayer. _Then we listened to' the reading 
of the h1etory of the Church, from whioh 
we learned that about the year 1805 the 
G~spe_l of grace wae first preached in 
th1e v1llage·by- the revered John Thomp
son, of Grundisburgh; Cowell, of Wal
ton ; Fenn, of Otley; and a young man 
named Cheyney, sent out by the Otley 
Church. The Word of the Lord grew 
_and was multiplied, insomuch that in 
May, 1808, a oh11,pel wae built and a 
Church formed, Mr. Cheyney becoming 
the first Pastor. It was pleaea.nt to re
flect. upon the kindness of ministerial 
_brethren who ea.me from time to time 
to help a little sister Church-such as 
_Keble (of London), Thompson, Cowell, 
Mancer a.nd Pa.yne, and in later years 
by S. Collins, Wm. Cooper, Hill, Wood
gate, and many others. After the read
ing of this had finished, Pastor Leggatt, 
of Otley, spoke from the words recorded 
in Heb. xiii. 8, "Jeane Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Pastor 
B. J. Northfield followed with an ex
cellent address, full of wise counsel and 
advice, urging the Ohuroh to stand fast 
to the old truths. Many friends from 
neighbouring Churches were present to 
cheer and encourage the Charsfield 
Church. The Pa.stor concluded the 
never-to-be-forgotten services with the 
Benediction, after which "All hail the 
po_we~ of Jeeu'.s name" was sung, thus 
brmgmg a bright and happy meeting 
to a cloee.-ONE WHO WAS PRESENT. 

BLAKENHAM .-On Whit-Monday, 
thirty-five years ago, the memorial 
stone of the present chapel was laid, 
though Baptiste were in Blakenham 
prior to that time and had a chapel 
Which is now used as a blaokemith'e 
shop. On June 8th Mr. Barker preached 
three truthful sermons, and ·on the 
Monday Mr. Weleford preaohed two 
grand sermons to large congregations. 

Thus, in celebrating another anniver
sary, we were grateful to God, who, 
while Hie workmen are buried still 
carries on Hie work.-M. A, MOORE. 

MISSION CHAPEL. WETHERDEN · 
JOY wae ag!'in realised in meeting with 
the dear ch1ldren to celebrate the sixth 
anniversary of the Sunday-school on 
June 14th. Mr. W. H. Abraham~, of 
London, for the third time conducted 
the eervices. In the morning our 
brother spoke from Prov. viii. 28, and 
in the evening we listened to a very 
helpful discourse from John x. 27, 
based on-

1st. Our Lord's choice. 
2nd. The sheep's recognition. 
3rd. Hie knowledge. 
4th. Their obedience. 
In the afternoon a few recitations 

and dialogues were rendered by the 
eoholars and young people; after which 
a brief address was given on •· Friend," 
alluding to Christ, our Friend, from 
John xiv.:-

F aithfnl Friend 
Rich 
I llustrious 
E verlasting 
Near 
D eareet 

" Special hymns were sung- by the chil-
dren and young people. The chapel was 
well filled all day, collections realising 
more than before. 

Since last year a new vestry has been 
added to this little place of worship. 
May the little one yet become a thou-
sand. J.M. M. 

WHITTON, IPSWICH (BETHESDA 
'MrssION).-The Tuesday week-evening 
service at the Granary, Church-lane, 
on May 26th, was a meeting of a 
special character, when Pastors E. 
Mitchell (London), E. Marsh (Bethers
den) and W. Chienall (Guildford) very 
kindly attended, being in the neigh
bourhood preparatory to their taking 
part in the annual meetings of the 
Suffolk and Norfolk Association. Their 
visit was greatly appreciated by the 
Whitton friends. Pastor H. Tydeman 
Chilvers presided. A well-known hymn 
having been heartily sung-, and a fer
vent prayer offered by Mr. Lait (the 
owner of the Granary), Mr. Marsh 
spoke a few words from John ix. 27, 
"Will ye also be His disciples?" Mr. 
Mitchell followed with some very fit
ting remarks upon "Wilt thou go with 
this man?" (Gen. xxiv. 58), the incident 
being where the eervant was sent to 
find a wife for Iaaac: that servant, he 
pointed out, being like a minister of the 
Gospel. who endeavoured to bring the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the sinner to
gether. After relating a very pathetic 
incident, yet one from which some good 
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lessons oould be learned, he told how 
the good brother in q nestion was 
brought to the feet of the Saviour by 
the singing of the hymn-

" Will anyone there at the beautiful gate 
Be waiting and watching for me?" 

This hymn was then sung by the people, 
and Mr. Chisnall brought the meeting 
to a olose with some well-chosen words, 
summing up very briefly what the two 
former spea.k:ers had given utterance to 
and seek:ing to press home the q uestions1 
" Will ye also be Hi3 disoiples?' 
"Wilt thou 1!'0 with this Man?"
GEo. E. DALDY, 

HOUNSLOW.-On Whit-Monday the 
11,nniversa.ry of the Church was oele
br11oted. A good oompa.ny gathered in 
the 11,fternoon, many friends from 
Brentford and other neighbouring 
Churches being present. Pastor J. E. 
Hazelton preached 11,n excellent 11,nd 
timely discourse on divine preservation, 
whioh was greatly appreciated, the 
text being Jude 24, 25. The evening 
service 11,lso was well 11ottended, when 
Pastor T. Jones wa~ graciously helped 
to speak, to the spiritual profit of 
God's people, from Luke xxii. 31, 32. 
In dealing with the gre11ot crisis and the 
great prayer many hearts were deeply 
touched, and the mess11oges will not soon 
be forgotten. The collections exceeded 
those of former ye&rs. 

BED FONT, .MIDDLESEX.-On Whit
.Monday, services were held in the 
Public H&ll in connection with Mr. 
Joseph McKee's home meetings, The 
Word Wllo8 faithfully preached in the 
afternoon by Mr. J.P. Goodenough, 11ond 
in the evening by Mr. F. G. Burgess. 
.Many found it to be • refreshing sea.son. 
N e11orly 100 partook of te& in the interv11ol. 
Friends from the St11oinea and Egha.m 
Churches were present in goodly 
numbers. 

BRADFIELD ST. GEORGE.-The 
fifty-eighth 11,nniveraa.ry services, which 
were held on Whit-Sunday 11,nd Monday, 
were in no way inferior to those of 
former yea.re in 11ottenda.nce and interest. 
P11ostor R. E. Sea.re w11oa the preacher on 
the Sunday 11,nd also on Monday after
noon. Over 100 were present a.t te& on 
Monday, lllr. W. E. Hitchcock (gr11ond
son of the l11ote John Cooper), who pre
sided over the evening meeting, ea.id it 
g11ove him great pleasure to be present 
to express bis symp11othy with the ea.use 
of God, which w11,a dear to all hearts. 
.Mr. W. Dixon, on behalf of the Church, 
thanked the friends preaent who h&:i 
come to help. The people 11ore but few, 
11,nd very much indebted to the many 
friends who come to help. The Lord 
in His providence is very mindful of 
the Church 11,s to temporal thing,. The 
oolleotiona a.mounted to nearly :£8. 

Earnest spiritual a.ddreeees were given 
by Messrs. W, Dea.veP, G, F. Wall, A 
Marling, and R. E. Sears. But, oh, w~ 
feel to be an idea.I Oburoh we must be 
used of God to turn men from da.rknees 
to light, from the power of Sa.tan unto 
God.-W. DIXON. 

D AT CHE T. - The Sund11oy-school 
11onniversa.ry wa.e held on May 24th 11,nd 
27th, On Lord's-day, 24tb, Mr. J. A. 
Othen, jun., preached two aermone, and 
g11ove a.n 11odareas in the afternoon. The 
a.ttenda.noe wa.e small, but we felt it 
good to be there. On the following 
Wednesda.v 11, nice oompa.ny assembled 
to hear Mr. Ackland preach from 
Luke v. 5, The workers a.t Da.tohet 
were much encouraged, and the dis
course w11os much enjoyed, After tea., 
Mr. F. T. Newman presided at the publio 
meeting, when Mr. Vinall gave a.n ad
dress on'' Why I am 11, Christian," 11,nd 
Mr. Ackland on " le it well with thee?" 
The recitation• by the scholars were 
good. The children•~ faces brightened 
when the Cha.irm11on began to distribute 
the prizes. Praise and prayer closed a. 
11, very h11oppy da.y.-H. W. R. 

BETHERSDEN, KE:N"T. 
ANNIVERSARY servioes were held on 
Wednesday, June 3rd, 1908. For the 
twenty-8eventh ye11or in succession Mr. 
Mitchell was the preacher morning a.ud 
evening. The friel!lds were £11,voured 
with a. time of much blessing this year 
also. There wa.a milk for ba.bee, and 
strong meat for those of riper years, 
Many e11oid at the close of the day it w11os 
not only 11, time of feeding but feasting. 
How te.steless is 11,ll that is "new" 
compared with snob " old " wine of the 
kingdom a.s th11ot poured forth in these 
services. May our brother long be 
sp11ored thus to "comfort the feeble 
minded" 11,nd strengthen those of little 
f11oith. 

The visit of Mr. Mutiiner h11od been 
looked forward to with much plea.sure 
since the visit last October on the 
occ11oaio11 of the settlement of the Pastor, 
for his testimony on "the ability ot 
Jesus to do," as delivered then, was not 
forgotten. As his bold contention for 
the f11oith wae listened to in the after
noon, and his seeking out the seekers and 
gle&ners after truth to direct them to 
the fields of the loved Boaz, it was felt 
th11ot snob testimony muat be bleat of 
the Lord, 11,nd signs following 11,re 
a.ntioip11oted, 

The ga.therings 11,t all the services 11,nd 
at dinner and tea. were l11orger than have 
been seen for m.11,ny yea.re. 

The P11oator invited 11,ll during the 
interval of worship to inspect the new 
school 11,nd ol11oas-roome, ne11orly 00JJ1-
pleted, and ma.kc, use of the box placed 
there for free-will offerings towar_d 
furnishing the Ea.me, and both to tbJB 
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and the oolleotione during the day a 
liberal response was given. 

H any or tbe readers or thiR note are 
thinking of retirinir from business and 
seeking a pretty little oountry village 
where they oan be of servioe in tbe 
vineyard of their Lord, they oannot 
do better than make "Bethersden, near 
Ashford, Kent," their future home, and 
so strengthen tho hands of Pas~or 
Marsh and his little company in the 
evangelistio work going on. 

COURLAND GROVE. - PASTOR'S 
ANNIVERSARY, - Speoial services to 
commemorate the fifteenth anniver• 
sary of the pastorate of Mr. H. 
Dadswell. at Courland Grove Baptist 
Chapel, Larkhall-lane, Claphaml.. were 
held on Sunday last, Pastor B. J. ~ orth
field (of Maroh, Camba) preaching 
exoellent sermons morning and evening 
to goodly congregations. On Tuesday 
afternoon Pastor Edward Mitchell, of 
Chad well-street, Cler ken well, was the 
special preaoher, and his diRoouree wae 
muoh enjoyed by the many friends pre
sent, who afterwards partook of tea 
together in the schoolroom. At a public 
meeting in the evening the esteemed 
Pastor, Mr. Dadewell, presided, and in 
his opening address reviewed the fifteen 
years of his pastorate and stated his 
determination, by the help of God, to 
adhere to and deolare the principles of 
the Gospel of God's free and Rovereign 
grace and its suitability to the needs of 
perishing and lost sinners. Earnest 
prayer was offered by Mr. A,W. Thrower, 
who besought the Lord for an outpour
ing of the Holy Spirit and for a revival 
of His work in this plaoe. Exoellent 
addresses were given by Pastors T. L. 
Sapey (Brixton) and R. E. Sears, and 
muoh regret wae expressed at the en
foroed absence through illness of Pastor 
O. S. Dolbey (Surrey Tabernacle). Short 
addressee were also given by Meeere. A. 
Vine (Sunday-aohool superintendent) 
and Walter Edwards, the Pastor closing 
a happy and profitable meeting with a 
few words of thanks to all who had oon
tributed to its eucoeee. The collections 
at each service were for the Renovation 
Fund. The chapel had been closed for 
three weeks to permit of thorough 
cleaning and renovation, re-lighting, 
etc., the whole of the work being 
carried out in a very satisfactory 
manner.-Clapham Observer. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 

kindly interest and sympathy 
evoked. 

• • 
were 

The annual eleoti~n to the Ten Guinea 
Pension and to the Homes ha• also 
taken place at the Cannon-street Hotel. 
Mr. G. Francis occupied the chair and a 
large number of friends a.•sembled. 
Thirty pensioners were elected to the 
higher list and ten of the oldest were 
advanced without election. Thirty pen
sioners were also appointed to enter the 
Homes as vaoanciea occur . 

• • 
The July numbe~ or the Quarterly 

Record is now ready. It contains a 
portrait and biol!"ra.phical sketch of the 
late Mr. A. J. Baxter, of Eastbourne 
and other articles and illustration~ 
bea.rinjl upon the work of the Institu
tion. Copies will be sent to a.:ay friends 
npon application. No charge is ma.de 
for them, but it is hoped that they will 
be used in obtaining new contributions 
for the Society. 

• • 
The new Annuai9Report~, with lists 

of snhscrihers, &c., will be ready by the 
end of the month, price sixpence to hon 
subscribers. In addition to the full 
details of the work. the lists will be 
fonnd useful for reterence on account 
of the addresses. 

* • 
To all who ha.:e so kindly sent 

articles for the Sale of Work at our 
Hornsey Rise Home and plants for the 
garden, now looking its be~t. the com
mittee express their grateful a.cknow
ledgments. A visit to any of our Homes 
at this time of the year would yield 
munh plea.sure and all friends would 
receive a hearty welcome. 

EMMA CLARKE, 
of Ealing, entered into rest May 2nd, 
1908, aged 72. Our sister had been 
greatly tried through being very deaf 
and not being able of late years to hear 
anything in the house of God. This 
caused much depression of spirit. but 
there were times when she was richly 
favoured with manifestations from the 
King, as is apparent from the following 
record of her diary two days before her 
departure :-

" This morning blessedly favoured with 
a melting of spirit under God's good
ness in providence, and also confirming 
my hope that when my journey is ended 
I shall spend an eternity of bli~• with 

A PUBLIC MEETING in a.id of the Society my precious Jesus, whose name I love, 
has been held in Acton Va.le Tabernacle and feel that eternity will be too short 
by the kind arrangement of the deacons. to praise Him. How I love that hvmn 
The chair was occupied by Mr. T. H. 'Orown Him Lord of .-ill.' an~ I do 
Stockwell and addresses were given by believe I shall sing the loudest ID that 
the Secretary and Mr. F. Bartlett. A happy thr'?ng, for I can shout alm_ost 
collection of .£4 was ta.ken and much I this mornmg of free and sovereign 



226 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

grace to one of the most unworthy of 
Hie children : but He has wrought out 
and brought in an everlasting righteoue
ness for me, and will present me fault
less before His Father and all Hie holy 
angels, bless and praise His holy name. 
Oh, while thus favoured, how I long to 
be rid of this body of sin and death, for 
I c&n say to die is gain. May the blessed 
Spirit abide with me through this day, 
and keep me from minding the things 
of this dying world." 

Our sister had reached Beul&h land, 
and soon to have her desires fulfilled. 

About a month before her death she 
was greatly tried in providence, which 
oooa.sioned distress of mind. Three days 
before her death her Pastor 011,lled to 
~ee her, and informed her that she 
would be put on the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society at once, and requested 
her to write out her call by grace for 
that purpose. Thie she commenced but 
never finished, and the following is her 
last testimony on earth :-

" I cannot speak of any great change, 
as some oa.n, but at the early age of four 
years I can remember sitting at my 
mother's side listening to the conversa
tion of godly people, and can truly say 
that was my delight then, and scarcely 
could my brothers and sisters induos 
me to join with them in their games. 
Can well remember feeling what a 
sinner I was. and if a dark cloud came 
over feared I should be destroyed and 
sent to thal; wicked place. This pre
vented me sleeping at night. and made 
me long for the morning to dawn. 
When about eight years of age I asked 
my parents to let me go with them to 
hear Mr, Warburton, of Southill, where 
they attended. They told me I was too 
delicate to walk four miles, but I told 
them' I had asked the Lord to give me 
strength to do it, and that I was sure 
He would.' Upon seeing my faith they 
consented. The effects of the joe.rney 
often made me feel ill on the Monday, 
but my desire was granted, for at this 
time my great trouble was to know my 
interest in Christ and to be found in 
His house. for His people were dear to 
my heart; and they still are, though 
deprived of meeting in Hie house and 
hearing the Gospel, and in consequence 
have much darkness at times, but I also 
know something of that love that 
passeth knowledge, and can in truth 
say, 'He brought !118 into His banquet
ing house, and His banner over me was 
love.'" 

A few minutes after writing this she 
was seized with a stroke, from which 
she never recovered full consciousness, 
and in a short time was feasting at the 
heavenly banquet. 

She was baptized on September 23rd, 
1894', at BreBtford, and received into 
the Church on October 7th, 

The call for higher service came on 
May 2nd, 1908, and her mortal remains 

were interred at Ealing Cemetery on 
May 7th. 

She leaves a large family to mourn 
the lose of a godly, praying mother. 
The Lord grant her oft-repeated prayer 
may be answered-that eaoh of her 
children may meet her in glory. 

l:t, MUTIMEB, 
Mas. EMILY COLLIN, 

" Whose heart the Lord opened." 
These words, which testify to the 
quiet way in which the Lord worked 
in the heart of Lydia, as recorded in 
Aots xvi., aptly set forth the ma.oner 
in which Emily, the beloved wife of 
Mr. J. B. Collin, of New Croea, was 
brought to know Him. Ca.lled by 
grace when young, she was early 
taught to feel her need of a Sa.viour ; 
but so secret was the work that in 
her ea.rlier years she was often muoh 
concerned to know whether the Lord 
had really called her by Hie grace or 
not. But He who ca.rriee the la.mbe in 
Hie bosom, and Who has promised that 
those who seek aha.II find, caused her 
in His own time to be the possessor 
of a firm hope and a quiet peace. 

When a girl she attended the Sunday
schools held in connection with New 
Church-street Chapel, and what is now 
known as Lynton-road Chapel, Ber
mondeey, and at both she received 
instruction which was made of much 
nee to her. She also, when a young 
woman, eat under the ministry of the 
late Mr, R. A. Lawrence, and the Word 
he proclaimed was the means in the 
Lord's hands of greatly helping and 
encouraging her ; but it was not until 
many yea.re after hie decease that she 
followed the Lord in the Ordinance of 
Believers' Baptism. Just previous to 
her going through this Ordinance the 
words-

" 0, I am my Beloved's, 
And my Beloved's mine; 

He brings a poor, vile Binner 
Into His house or wine"-

were made very sweet to her, and she 
felt she could repea.t them with con• 
fidence. For years she was led gently on, 
knowing what it was to walk in dark· 
neee and also in light, realising the 
Lord to be a very present Help in trouble 
and a Friend "who loveth at all times." 
Some months prior to the home-call 
she suffered much from cancer and was 
practically confined to her house. 
Hoping that a change of air and scene 
would have a beneficial effect on her 
general health, she was last Good 
Friday driven to Upper Caterham, from 
whence, however, she did not return. 
She gradually became weaker; on the 
13th May a great change was noticed, 
and on the 20~h May she entered her 
eternal home. . 

During her long illness, and especi
ally the last week of her life on 
earth, she had many tokens of the pre· 
sence of her Lord. On the Friday be• 
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fore _she passed away the promise was 
applied with power-" Certainly I will 
be with thee," Upon this she was 
enabled to rest, although tried because 
of coldness of heart. 'l'he next day she 
repeated most of the hymn, "Ml most indnlgent Saviour, 

long Thy love to find," 
the verse-

" On Thee alone relying 
To lose mv sin and pain, 

And on Thy bosom dying 
My li!e eternal gain"-

beinl!' made precious to her. On the 
Lord B-day afternoon she was much 
helped in answer to prayer, and the 
words, " Wrestling prayer can wonders 
do," were realised to be very tr11e. 

On the following Monday nhrht the 
Lord gave .her the promise, "I will 
oome again and receive you unto 
Myself ; " and during the morning of 
Tuesday the words, "I am the Lord 
that healeth thee," were graciously 
applied. Later on the same morning, 
when being raised in bed, her husband 
called her attention to the pleasant 
view outside the house and reminded 
her that she had a better prospect than 
that before her, to the tmth of which 
she with mucti feeling bore testimony. 

On the morning of her departure the 
toxt for the day on the bedroom calen
dar ·was read to her by her husband, 
viz., "Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall ~ee God." He remarked that 
through Christ's merit she could olaim 
to be pura in heart, to which she re
plied, "Yee, through Jesu's merit 
alone." A few minutes after her hus
band said to her,'' It will not be long 
before you see Him." She replied," Do 
you think so!" Shortly after she said, 
"Ask the Lord to take me soon." She 
then gradually lost consciousness, and 
in a little while fell asleep in Jesus. 

On the previous Monday evening 
special prayers had been put up at 
Lynton-road, the Surrey Tabernacle, 
and Zion, New Croes, that the Lord 
would be graciously pleased if in 
accordance with His will to give her 
strength to be brought home again ; 
but He who is too wise to err and too 
good to be unkind ordered it otherwise 
and, instead, took her home to glory. 

When a young woman, she was a 
teacher in Lynton-road Sunday-school, 
and often felt she had toiled in vain. 
It is, however, pleasing to know that 
during her laet illness one of her former 
scholars wrote to her, saying that it 
was when she was a scholar in her class 
the Lord had called her by His grace. 
This fact should be an encouragement 
to those teachers who are sometimes 
cast down because they do not see any 
direct result of their teaching. 

In later years she engaged very 
heartily in the work of the Aged Pil
grims' Friend Society, being one of its 
lady visitors in oonneotion with the 
Oamberwell Home, and was made of 

much blessing to the inm11,tes 11,nd 
penaionera, by all of whom she w11,s 
greatly beloved. To the !11,st the aged 
poor and the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society were in her thonghts, and whon 
she could no longer pay visits she 
communicated with the aged people by 
letters couched in words of love and 
sympathy, and when she was unable to 
do this she gave directions how they 
were to be oared for. 

Her mortal remains were laid to rest 
at Nunhead Cemetery on Tuesday, the 
26th May, by Mr. B. T. Dale, Pastor of 
Lynton-road Chapel, Mr. J, E. Hazelton 
delivering a most appropriate address 
at the gra veeide to a large concourse of 
friends, who showed unmistakable signs 
of grief at the lose they had sustained. 
The departed will be greatly missed, 
not only in her home circle, but by 
young and old, With young people she 
was a oni versa! favourite, always 
showing a lively interest in their wel
fare, entering into their aspirations, 
and doing what she could to make 
them happy, remembering that she was 
once young herself. To the aged she 
was endeared by her uniform, gentle 
and unobtrusive kindness and Christ
like sympathy, and her memory will be 
lon~ cherished by them. 

May the Lord comfort the sorrowing 
hearts of her husband and relatives in 
the knowledge ths.t she is now .. for ever 
with the Lord." 

MR. JAMES ATTREE, 

an attendant for many years at Mount 
Zion, was called to his rest on Saturday, 
Maroh 14th, in his 91st year. He was 
a very interesting old man, and well
known to the writer during the last 
year of hie life. He we.a brought up at 
.Newark, in Sussex, but came to London 
at the s.ge of 19 years, and for some time 
attended the ministry of a blind Inde
pendent preacher, Mr. Hobbs (of Stain
ing Lane). 

Onr brother held Huntingtonian 
views, but was a lover of the doctrines 
of free and sovereign grace. Later in 
life he attended the ministry of Mr. 
Luckins (Woodbridge Chapel), and 
during the closing years of his career 
profited much under the late Mr. 
Hazelton and the present Pastor (Mr. 
E. Mitchell). He was much afflicted of 
late years, and the writer used to visit 
him weekly and tell him of the service 
on the Lord's Day morning. He often 
referred to a sermon by our Pastor, on 
the words : •· Come thou with us, and 
we will do thee good," which bad been 
a great blessing to his soul. This event 
occurred at Mayfocd many years ago, 
The deceased was much gifted in 
prayer, and has left a fragrance be
hind, 

.Not long before hie end I asked him 
if he would like to hear the Pastor 
pray once more, and he readily answered 
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Yes! very much I I then quietly took 
out my note-book and read to him a 
prayer of his, which I had jotted down, 
which he very mnoh enjoyed. He often 
longed to "Gn home," as he put it, as 
he had lived to such an advanced age, 
and j!'ently passed aw&y, resting on 
Obrist. D. BUTCHER. 

JOHN NUNN. 
or Walsham-le-WillowP, Suffolk, who 
depa.rted this life on May 4th, 1908, in 
the 84th year of his age, was well 
known among the Strict and Particular 
Baptist Churches of Suffolk as a firm 
adherent to the Gospel of free and 
sovereign grace. He was called by 
irrace under the ministry of the late 
Joseph Seaman, by whom he was 
baptized on September 7tb, 1851. He 
was cbo•en deacon of the Ba.ptist 
Church, Walsham-le-WillowP, October 
26tb. 1862, which office he filled till the 
time of his death. beine- loved. respected 
and trusted by the Church :' thus for 
the long period of fifty-seven years 
through grace he ma.inta.ined an honour
able Christian profession. 

The funeral took pla.ce at the Baotist 
Chapel. Walsbam-le-Willows, on llbn
day. May llth, Messrs. W. Dixon, A. 
Merling and W. Deaves taking part in 
the service. The esteem in which he 
was held was manifest by the large 
con~regation from Walsham and the 
neighbourinir villages and from Bury 
St. Edmunds which assembled in the 
chapel to pay the last tribute of respect 
to one who for over half a century had 
lived the Christian lifo in his own 
village with an unblemished character. 

In writing this memorial we are sure 
if our departed brother could speak he 
would sa.y, Do not say anything about 
me. The Christian religion teaches us 
not to think of anyone more highly 
than we ought to think. but to think 
soberly. according as God'hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith. Next to 
our love to the Lord J esuP, however, we 
value the love and respect of His people, 
and should be very sorry to lose it. Our 
departed brother, John Nunn, knew 
what he believed ; he knew and felt he 
was a debtor to the free, sovereign, 
distinguishing !!'race of God in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In spiritual things he 
was a man of good j udgment, and had 
a mind well informed. The so-called 
accessories to tb e Gospel had no place 
in the faith of John Nunn. He was a 
firm believer in practical religion. I 
remember his saying to me, when 
supplying at Walsham, "Brother, we 
want a righteousness in which to 
appear before God, and WE) want a 
righteousness in which to appear before 
men : and both must be the free gift 
of His grace." 

We sorrow over the loss the little 
Church at Walsham has 8ustained, and 
which they feel very keenly. The 

Church of God has none too many 
godly, earnest, consistent men. We 
thank God for the light the Christian 
religion gives a• to the future and 
do not believe John Nunn is lo'st to 
us for ever. Farewell, beloved brother 
we shall meet in the morning. W. D. ' 

MR. JOHN FREDERIOK SMITH, 
a member of the Church at Mount Zion 
Chad well-street, "entered the desired 
haven" on the morning of April 22nd 
1908, in his 77th year, having started on 
his long voyage of life September 13th 
1831. ' 

0 ur beloved brother for some years 
attended the ministry of the late Mr. 
Jonn Foreman, and whilst there was 
convinced from the words," I love them 
that love Me." He was afterwards set 
at liberty by the hymn beginninll' 
"From whence this fear and unbelief?,; 
and especially from this verse, "Com
plete atonement Thon hast made." Our 
friend was led to see by this verse that 
Christ was his Substitute and that 
" Payment God could not twice de
mand." 

Arter his marriage he settled with 
his dear wife at Chadwell-street and 
rema.ined an honourable and consistent 
member for over thirty-three yea.re. 

Our brother was an active member 
being a collector for our Benevolent 
Sooiety and an assistant in the gallery 
where for years he was in the habit of 
showing people to their seate. He was 
loved by the children, for whom he 
had a cheery word and pleasant smile, 
whilst for the adults he ever had in 
readiness the warm handshake, which 
is so muob appreciated, and hie place 
will not be easily filled. The finest 
epitaph, however, that can be given of 
him was that given by our Pastor-" He 
was not much of a talker, but a good 
walker." 

His illness was not of long duration, 
but he bore up with great patience 
and loved to hear of Mount Zion. 

Our esteemed Pastor visited him on 
Wednesday, April let, and found him in 
a heavenly mood, quite passive in the 
Lord's hande, and the writer frequently 
saw him during his last few weeks and 
observed that he had marked several of 
our Pastor's texts in hie Bible. The 
following show the kind of man he 
was :-Psa. xl. 17, "But I am poor and 
needy" (preached on July 13th, 1902), 
Hos. ii.14 (preached from on July24th, 
1892), and Paa. xlvi. 4, "There is a 
river." 

Pastor E. Mitchell conducted the 
Funeral Service at the house of the 
deceased on Monday, April 27th, and 
preached the funeral sermon on Lord's· 
day morning, May 3rd, from the worde, 
" So He bringeth them to their desired 
haven" (Paa. cvii. 30). He leaves a 
sorrowing widow to mourn his loss. 

D. BUTCHER. 



" @'nught ofi tv~ Jorcl.'' 
EPISODE8 IN THE LIFE AND EXPERIE~CE OF 

EDWARD DINHAM (CONTINUED). 

TRANSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR OF "A MEMOIR OF RICHARD K:'fIGHT.'' 

OuR aim in these Papers has been to delineate the rise and pro
gress o.fi vital religion in a Christian of a type very different from 
the majority of Strict and Particular Baptists in the present day. 
To them our separate existence as a section of the Denomination was 
largely due. Their grace and godliness, their love for the truth, 
their adherence to our distinctive principles and their eschewing 
open fellowship with professors of whose views and practices they 
did not approve, were, under God, one main cause of the prosperity 
so largely enjoyed in those days. To a delineation of our friend's 
Christian character we have therefore subordinated all other 
matters. 

With the flight of years many changes in his circumstances 
took place. His first business proving uncongenial and unhealthy 
-especially to his wife-it was exchanged for another at Ferdinand 
Terrace, Camden Town, in which his son assisted. The blessing 
of temporal prosperity appears to have continued to attend him ; 
and though we have no written papers to refer to, we have no 
doubt that he still pursued a life of unobtrusive godliness and 
that he was, as before, simple-hearted and conscientious, faithful in 
things pertaining to God and just and upright in his conduct 
towards his fellow men ; in a word, "an Israelite indeed in whom 
was no guile.'' 

For the same reason we have said little about the melanchoh
" Sonship controversy'' of 1860-1, to which we have referred 
solely to account for our friend's leaving Gower Street Chapel, after 
having been for so long both a founder and a prominent member 
and the senior deacon of the Church. 

Re had now formed many precious friendships, as a large 
number of letters which he carefully preserved still witness. David 
Ashby, of Whittlesea; J. Andrews Jones, of London; J. C. Philpot, 
of Stamford; W. Garrard, of Leicester; and many others were 
among his correspondents. Of these, however, .. William Tite, of 
Potton, was unquestionably the most valued. Their views on the 
debated question coincided. Their fellowship was close and un
broken. In 1861, learning that his loved friend's end was near, he 
hurried to see him, and the dear old man dieci with his friend's 
arm around him. 

The result of the bitter and prolonged controvery was the 
entire isolation of the brethren to whom the sentiments of the 
Gospel Standard were paramount, from other professing Christians. 
Previously, a kindly understanding had existed between them and 

VoL. LXVI. Auous·r, 1908. P 
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other :Strict and Particular BaptistR. Mr. Philpot himself, for 
instance, preached in Trinity Street Chapel, Borough, in July, 
1844, and in Keppel Street Chapel in August, 1845, though he 
knew that their ministers, Messrs. Betts and Prichard, greatly dif
fered from him on many points.''' After this, however, things were 
changed, and to this day, kind, courteous and gracious as our 
brethren are in their personal and private association and inter
course with other Christians, a Denominational divergence of sym
pathy and fellowship on their part is painfully evident. That this 
is undesirable and unscriptural few will dispute; and we mark with 
great approbation the quiet endeavours of a loved and honoured 
brother minister to promote " unity, peace and concord " in this 
direction. 

Personally, we would disown any man's religion who denied 
that Christ, the King of glory, is "the everlasting Son of the 
Father.'' t As emphatically also we would accept as a good con
fession, the noble words of the Apostle Peter, " We believe and are 
sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God," without 
further enquiring what a brother judged to be the basis of this 
mysterious but most blessed relationship-nor should we think of 
proposing such a test as essential to Christian and Church fellow
ship. 

To every living child of God there sooner or later comes some 
event which proves the crisis of his spiritual existence. A Peter 
has to be deferred to, or resisted to the face (Gal. ii. 11). A 
monarch must be obeyed, or Faith must cry, " We are not careful to 
answer thee, 0 king., (Dan. iii. 16). Moses has to choose or aecline 
to be called the son of Pharoah's daughter (Heb. xi. 24), and plain 
men in the present day are often compelled to favour or oppose a 
measure originated by some eminent servant of God for whom they 
have hitherto entertained very high regard. 

Such to Edmund Dinham was J. C. Philpot. His power as a 
heart-searching preacher, his literary ability, and the evident bless
ing which God had made him to the members of His true family 
daimed for him a deferential regard which few could withhold. 
Hence the immense difficulty of resisting a man so owned of the 
Lord. But this had to be done or conscience violated-and our 
friend " quitted himself like a man " in this time of peculiar and 
exceptional trial. When it became evident that he must perforce 
cease to worship God in the sanctuary toward the erection and re
purchase of which he had so liberally contributed, his mind was 
directed to Keppel Street Chapel, in which he had been baptised 
some years previously. 

Its minister, Samuel Milner, though every inch a Christian 
gentleman, was naturalty animated, jocular and full of quips and 
merry sayings. Sound in heart in God's statutes (Psalm cxix. 80) 
and a most reliable preacher, he was hardly a deep or exact thinker. 
His power did not lie in his compass of thought but in his evident 

* See the Gospel Pulpit Sermons, by J. C. Philpot, Nos. 160 and 180. 
t "Tu Patris sempiternus es Filius." The Hymn " TE DEUM 

LAUDAMUS." 
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experimental acquaintance with the Gospel, his knowledge of the 
diversities of Uhristian character, his shrewd wit, his ability to 
proclaim God's truth in a terse and epigrammatical form, and in 
the sterling honesty and tender kindness which he ever evinced. 

Great was our friend's sorrow of heart at this time. The 
breaking up of long-loved friendships, the coldness and estrange
ment of others whom he loved in the Lord, and his enforced retire
ment from the fellowship of a Church so inexpressibly dear to him, 
were heavy spiritual trials. He described himself as "E. Dinham, 
most cruelly driven from the Lord's table and cast out as a 
heretic.'' He was also sorely troubled at his attached friends being 
branded as " dead-letter men ; as begetters of hundreds of bastard 
Calvinists,'' whom "the devil employed to plague and pester the 
living family,'' and "as' dead assurance preachers,' meaning, among 
others, his old friend Tite, a man who dared to be honest in the 
worst of times." 

To Samuel Milner he was led to open his heart. He affirmed 
his unshaken belief in the true and proper Sonshi p of the Lord 
Jesus, and explained that many dear brethren had been influenced 
by the Popish conduct of their leader and had cast him, with others, 
"out of the church" (3 John, verse 10). He concluded by asking 
to become one of their number. 

To this Samuel Milner cordially-for himself-assented, and 
the proper formalities having been attended to, he was received into 
full fellowship with this honoured cause of God. 

In after-years few have deemed the course adopted by J. C. 
Philpot wholly commendable, though his motives were, we think, 
largely misunderstood. He erred through an error of the judgment 
rather than from any failure of grace. He was a man of 
singular mental acuteness himself and impatient of all whose order 
of mind differed from his. His eagle glance discerned at once what 
was imperceptible to the dimmer vision of others. His own con
viction of the soundness of his theological views was little different 
from what he felt with regard to a mathematical demonstration, 
and so ardent and exact was he that he could but deem all that 
differed from him devoid of common-sense or utterly disingenuous 
or unworthy. Some men, for instance, had manifested "wrath 
against the Gospel Standard and its Editor. But," as he assured 
Mr. Godwin, of Godmanchester, one of his devoted adherents, 
"none of these things moved him." "These men are, for the most 
part, bitter enemies of experimental truth and hate those who con
tend for it with a perfect hatred." "They have 'a name to live 
when they are dead'-' a form of godliness, whilst they deny the 
power thereof.' Many of them, I firmly believe, are held fast in 
some sin, either covetousness or drunkenness, or something worse, 
not to speak of their enmity and malice against the saints and 
servants of God " (" Memoir and Letters,'' page 344). It was sure~y 
strano-e for a Christian teacher to think thus of many of his 
breth~en simply because they differed from him and disputed his 
right to act as he did. 

This, we are persuaded, is the clue to conduct which many 
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must regard "·ith sorrow. To accuse him of acting in the spirit of 
a Pope is to wrong his memory. That he was mowd by pecuniary 
considerations is inconceiYable, and that he was persuaded that his 
extraordinary bittemess and lack of charity were pleasing to God 
cannot be questioned. But, clt>:u-head0d as he was in many things, 
in these he reasoned wrongly and his head led his really kind heart 
astrav. 

It must also be conceded that his great controversial adversary, 
William Palmer, was not a whit less caustic and bitter. ,Both, in 
fact, exceeded the bounds of propriety where candour and con
sideration were imperatiwly called for. In the dry light of the 
present, when nearly fift~· years -haw passed, neither can, we think, 
fairly be pronounced free from blame. 

In his new associations at Keppel· Street, Edmund Dinham 
acted most lovingly and loyally. He could not be induced to accept 
office or take any prominent position, but he was an effective, 
useful and most liberal member of the community. 

A greatly desired farnur which had long been both to himself 
and his now aged wife the subject of many prayers was soon after
wards granted them. Up to this time the latter had made no public 
profession of religion ; not that she had not felt much of its precious
ness and power, but she could not realise that she had been 
" sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise "-an experience promised 
in the "-ord to all true believers. But, under a sermon by their new 
minister, the long-desired token for good was vouchsafed and, as 
we before stated, she was baptised with our late brother Shepherd, 
then wry young, in August, 1863. 

Matters after this went on with but few changes, save that 
debility of age brought bis dear partner into great feebleness until 
she was finallY called home. 

In course ~f tin1e, when between 70 and 80 years of age, he was 
again united in marriage to a Christian lady, to whose gentle and 
assiduous kindness he was greatly indebted. Three children-now 
grown up-were the fruit of this union, who are with their beloved 
mother pursuing the good old path to heaven. 

A few anecdotes and reminiscences will next mon~h conclude 
these papers. 

DYING IN THE DARK.-Children often beg for a light to go to 
bed by, and few parents refuse their request. "So the Lord," as 
James Xewborn was wont to say, "never suffers His children to go 
to bed in the dark." Yet He may, and William Gadsby observes: 
"I do not know that death ever appears to me more terrific than 
when I fear that I shall die in darkness ; I do not want such a 
death as this. But what the Lord has brought me to know a little 
of and to feel a little satisfactwn in, is this-that if God should see 
g~od that I should be in darkness, I should be hut level with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was in darkness and cried out in darkness, 
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 
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THE DEMONOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTA~fENT. 

BY A. E. REALFF. 

( Conclttdetl from page 202.) 

TmoJ "devils" or demons of the New Testament appear to have 
been £alien angels; and, at the Judgment Day, Jesus will say to 
those on His left hand, " Depart from )le, ye cursed, into everlast
ing fire, p1·epa,·ed fo1· the cleuil and hi.~ anyels. '' The power of 
Jesus over them, when He was upon earth, was absolute. He 
would not even suffe1· them " to speak, because they knew Him." 
Then what have we to fear, seeing that He is now " highly exalted 
... that at (or in) the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth,'' and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Sovereign 
Lord? Let us take encouragement, then, from the heavenly 
admonition : " Who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of 
that which is good? " (1 Peter iii. 13). 

A few passages yet remain, presenting a slightly different com
plexion, which it will be well to consider briefly before concluding. 

" The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils 
(demons), and not to God: and I would not that ye should have 
fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and 
the cup of devils : ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and 
of the table of devils" (1 Oor. x. 20, 21). The apostle evidently has 
in mind the language of Deut. xxxii. 17, which we before considered, 
and here employs the Greek dai1non, demon, as equivalent to the 
Hebrew Shecl, spoiler, destroyer. 

Again, in 1 Tim. iv. 1 we read of "seducing spirits and 

DOCTRINES OF DEVILS,'' OR DE:UO~S. 

Also in Rev. ix. 20 the sacred writer says," They should not worship 
devils, and idols of gold," &c. ; in Rev. xvi. 14 we find the expres
sion, "Spirits of devils working miracles" ; and in xviii. 2 Baby
lon is described as " the habitation of devils, and the hold of every 
foul spirit.'' 

Lastly, there is the case of the poor slave-girl who followed 
Paul and Silas as they went from time to time to the p1·0,eucha, the 
place of prayer by the riverside at Philippi, calling after them: 
"These men are tha servants of the most high God, which shew 
unto us the way of salvation." Comparing this with }fork v. 7, 
where the evil spirit acknowledges, when in the p1·esence of J e,ms, 
that h~ has no common interest in what concerns the bon uf God, 
we find that this spirit pretends, when only in the p1~~sence ,~f _di~
ciples, that he teaches the same truth as Paul .-md :::-1las. I his it 
was that "grieved" the apostle (Acts xvi. 18). That \111fortu11:a~e 
young woman is said to have been "possessed with a sp1nt of divi
nation" (marcrin Python) and tha.t she " brought her wasters 

b ' . ' 
much gain by soothsaying.'' 

The Python (in ancient mythology) was a s~rpent or ~ragon 
said to have been slain by Apollo, and then transferred to lumself, 
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and ,Yho was thereafter named "The Pythian.'' Later, the word 
signified an~-one supposed to be inspired by Apollo. To all this 
demonolog~- the Christian believer is opposed. We who are Christ's 
haw nothing in common with any of these "spirits." We are to 
" stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits 
(margin) in heavenly places" (Eph. vi. 11, 12). 

In conclusion, may the writer be permitted to add a cautionary 
word (if indeed such a word be necessary) concerning modern 
Spiritism, or "Spiritualism,'' as it is termed, though far removed 
from spiritua.lity. Many in these days, especially young men and 
women, are strongly attracted towards what is called "the occ-ult." 
Curiosity prompts them to pry into some of those " secret things" 
which "belong unto God," and are not "revealed" to mortals, such 
as the conditions, localitiei:;, and capabilities of disembodied spirits, 
and what is continually going on in the unseen world around us."' 
Sureh- our Heavenlv Father and our Divine Saviour have declared 
to us 'in the Sacred ·word all that we require to know concerning 
these matters, all that is at present suited to our capacities, and all 
that is in this life good for us to know. Knowledge concerning 
some things is at times no real advantage. This was the first 
temptation (Gen. iii. 5), and it bids fair to be one of _the last. But 
"where ignorance is bliss, 'tis folly to be ·wise." Our first parents 
"\sould ha,·e been far happier without the knowledge imparted 
through yielding to the devil, and surely we ourselves would have 
been happier and more innocent had some things not been seen, 
heard, and known to us. 

Moreover, the future is kindly hidden from us. Jehovah's com
mands to His ancient people were very explicit as to everything like 
Spiritualism, ,vitchcraft, Magical Incantation, &c. (Exod. xxii. 18; 
Lev. xix. 26, 31, xx. 27; and especially Deut. xviii. 10-13). D~al
inp; with spirits would be an act of unfaithfulness to God, i.e., 
spiritual adulte1·y, akin to idolatry. 

The action of King Saul in consulting a witch, in order to know 
his future, with its disastrous consequences, is recorded for our 
admonition. In Isa. xliv. 25 the Lord is said to "make diviners 
mad '' ; and in viii. 19 we have that remarkable word about 
" familiar spirits " and "wizards that peep and that mutter.'' 
Moreover, in the black catalogue of Manasseh's idolatries and 
crimes, among the many sins charged a~ainst him is his dealing 
" with familiar spirits and wizards " (2 Kings xxi. 6). 

On the other hand, some regard Spiritualism, Magic, &c., as 
frauds, or deceptive tricks. Much that goes under those names 
undoubtedh' should be so characterized and exposed ; but surely 
fads, both incient and modern, prove that there is also, in many 
cases, actual dealing with demons, and although these may personate 

* It is thought by some tb.at the "demons" of the New Testam!mt we~e 
the disembodied SJJirits of wickeJ men, but the testimony of Scripture 1s 
contrary to this idea. 
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(and that very cleverly) departed relatives and friends now in 
heaven, as Samuel was personated before King Saul, they are cer
tainly never to be trusted as speaking the truth, unless it be for 
some sinister purpose. This influence, moreover, upon the minds 
and lives of their dupes must ultimately lead to nothing but evil. 

The writer had an uncle who lived and died at West Bergholt, near 
Colchester. He was a good and gracious man, and a very acceptable 
and useful lay preacher in his day. He once informed the writer 
that he knew a man who had formerly belonged to a company of 
Spiritualists, but had left them. My uncle asked him why he left 
them, and whether he considered that it was a real dealing with 
spirits. " Real," he said, " yes, indeed ; so real that if I had con
tinued much longer among them I should surely have gone mad ! " 
This article is penned in the sincere hope that the references to 
God's Word contained therein may prove helpful to some readers. 

MY TWELVE DREAMS: AND WHAT I LEARNED 
FROM THEM. 

Bv THE LATE WILLIAM TITE, OF PoTToN, BEDFORDSHIRE. 
(Concluded from page 210.) 

CHRISTIANS in the present day appear to attach less importance to 
their dreams than was the case with holy men of past years. From 
the " Pilgrim's Progress " it is plain that Bunyan considered that 
they entered largely into the gracious ways of God. Huntington 
evidently shared this opinion, and it might be well if we paid more 
heed to the merciful and mysterious communication which God 
sometimes makes to the immortal minds of His people during the 
silent watches of the night. 

In bringing this paper to a conclusion we may observe that the 
writer was the esteemed Pastor of a Baptist Church in Bedford
shire, and greatly loved in his section of the denomination. His 
name was long fragrant to many who feared the Lord. 

He is mentioned on page 229 as an intimate and dear friend of 
Edmund Dinham, and as having taken a prominent part in the 
controversy there referred to. His tract, "The Testimony of 
William Tite, of Potton," shows him to have been a thonghtful 
theologian. So excellent did it appear to his friends, William 
Crowther, J.P., of Gomersall, and Samuel Harris, of Whitechapel, 
that they had it printed and circulated at their sole expense. 

It may interest our readers to know that our beloved broth_er, 
B. J. Northfield, of March, Cambridgeshire, the Editor of Cheeri~g 
Wo,·ds, is his grandson, and who, as was frequently remarked, m 
bygone years greatly resembled him, both in figure, features, a_nd 
voice, as well as in his power to preach the same Gospel with 
vivacity, folness, and savour. 

We now resume his interesting narration. 

The sixth dn'am was after I came here, and was thus :-A 
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great fire appeared at a distance from where I stood, and toward 
Pot.ton. I said, '' Surely, Lord, I am not to go into that ! " But 
time showed and JH·o,·ed that I had, for the Church got into a 
di,ided state, and though it was not sepa.rated at that time, it was 
afterwards. 

The seventh dream I had I thought I was standing among 
different brooks of water, which made a most terrible roaring 
noise, and I thought I went up to a place of eminence and a certain 
person ,ms with me, but I was forced to come down, and I lost 
this person. I believe this place of eminence was the pulpit at 
the old meeting at Potton, which I was compelled to leave, and a 
friend "·hom I thought was with me proved unstabl~, though he 
came back to us afterwards. 

The eighth time I dreamed I thought a friend and I were 
riding in a gig. The road seemed good, and some large trees 
were growing a little up-hill by the side. We went on till we 
came to an enormous large one which had fallen quite across the 
way, so that we could not go on. Then we made an attempt to go 
round the root, but there was a deep ditch there, so we were foiled 
there also, and I then thought we got busily engaged among some 
buildings, which concluded the dream. This large tree I con
sidered to be a great minister who pretended to be a friend, but 
decefred us, and we lost the chapel, so had to meet in .a granary for 
eight years, and went on very comfortable for a great part of the 
time, but the place being very low it injured the nerves of my head, 
and at length made me quite ill, when a disagreement arose. Some 
could not see how that preaching in a place where the ceiling nearly 
touched my head hurt me, others said I always was a poor creature; 
but mv mind was sorely exercised about it. 

The ninth dream I had, was I thought I was employed in 
emptying such a filthy place that I could hardly bear the stench of 
it. This I had to prove by painful experience, for many who 
seemed to be friends turned against me, and the plain truths I 
was enabled to deliver gave offence to many, and some said they 
thought God's afll.icting hand was a judgment upon me, and that 
I should come out of the furnace a poor, sorrowful man for the 
many mistakes I had made ; but God's thoughts were· not as theirs, 
for He so favoured me with His presence that when I was enabled 
to preach again I could not help talking about it, and then they 
said I was proud of my enjoyments. This was very painful to my 
feelings, but the Lord helped me through. 

The tenth dream I had I thought I had been out from home ~nd 
in returning I had come up out of a dark wood, and had got mto 
a nice pleasure-ground with gravel walks, which seemed very 
pleasant, and on turning round I had a full view of the great dark 
wood I had just come out of. I walked on a little way, and 
seemed pleased with the prospect; but I came to a short and steep 
hill, which I felt a reluctance at ascending, but I did, and just as 
I got to the top I saw some very high trees, when some fire was 
thrown down on me from them which made me stand and wonder. 
This wood I take to be the' place I preached in, for we were 
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surrounded with wood, above and below, on the right hand and on 
the left. I had been to London four Lord's-clays and to Witham 
one, and when I returned 'we met in our old chapel. Tncleed, the 
people had been back there three Lord's-days before I came home, 
and when I went into it I thought it was a very nice and pretty 
place-and so it is ; but the two parties which now came together 
again could not agree to go on comfortably, and the leading man 
who had stood with me wanted me to turn out some of the other 
people for some old grievance eight years past, but I would have 
nothing to do with it ; so he turned against me and tried to get 
me sent away, but the Church would not act so, at which his fiery 
rage was most sadly manifested, and he influenced a few to wound 
me also. 

The eleventh dream was shocking indeed, and was thus :-I 
thought I had to eat a most filthy mess, and I tried to eat it very 
eagerly at first, but was forced to stop awhile. I then stirred up 
the mess, and it seemed all like corruptible matter, and I felt so 
sick that it awoke me, and I did not know how to bear it ; and 
things now went on so bad in the Church that I felt I could go on 
so no further, and therefore determined to have a meeting to try 
if we could come to some agreement ; but this proved all in vain, 
for they quarrelled to that degree we could settle nothing. I sat 
still and said nothing for some time, till the leading man insulted 
one of the members, when I asked him what he meant by it, and 
this stirred up the mess so that we parted in great confusion. 

My twelfth dream was on this wise :-I thought I saw the same 
kind of hill before mentioned, and I went up, but there was no 
way to go forward, so I turned to the right hand, as I saw a number 
of people stand there, and some of them appeared very sorrowful, 
and I came to a very large door, but wondered how I was to open 
it, when I scarcely touched it, and it opened to me. I then looked 
in and saw something like a gentleman's park with some trees in 
it, but saw no fire come from them. The people who had the 
chapel before we went to them took authority to turn us out, so we 
had no place to meet in of our own, nor had I any idea that I 
should preach that day, but I thought I would go and see how they 
were going on, and when I got there I found the people outside, 
and some of them in a very low and confused state, but when I 
went into the vestry I found that four of our friends had asked 
the people who claimed the chapel to lend me the pulpit for that 
day, so I then went in and preached, and the next week we drew 
up an agreement to join them, and they accepted us, and we have 
walked together ever since. I never deserted the people, let men 
say what they may. It is true that some of them left us. 

Thus end my dreams and their explanations to me. 

THE SAINT AND ms SAVIOUR.-" Remember,'' said "Ir. Goffe, a. 
teacher among the early "Brethren," " this import~nt ~istincti~n, 
for it is vital to peace. Sin was on Jesus, but not in Him; while 
sin is in those that believe, but not on them." 

Q 
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snm QUA NON; OR, LOVE THE ESSENTIAL. 
"If I have all ... and have not love, I am nothing."-1 Cor. xiii. 

2, R.Y. 

Tim emphatic word " nothing '' is here employed to emphai:1ise the 
importance of the grace of charity, or love, which forms the subject 
of this chapter. To be "something" is a natural ambition with 
most men-and we might suppose that generous and self-sacrific
ing actions must claim approval and admiration. No, rejoins Paul 
-the most illustrious Christian deeds are truly praiseworthy only 
when the great Heart-searcher sees in them the fruit of this all
essential pre-requisite. 

Again, inherent in every heart is the conviction that active 
benevolence is attended with profit, and that all generous religious 
actions are entitled to and will obtain their befitting recompense of 
reward. This, however, the Apostle assures us depends wholly on 
the motiw which actuates them. Our Lord's words in Matt. xxv. 
leave it beyond doubt that deeds of Christian kindness are regarded 
by Him with an approbation which is the highest form of profit; 
yet we are here assured that if purity, elevation, and unselfishness 
of motive are lacking, nothing of real advantage will accrue to de
luded professors, however splendid in the sight of others their 
services and sacrifices for the truth have been. 

Thus we learn " that all our doings without charity are nothing 
worth "-and are shown how wise is the prayer that God will " by 
the Holy Ghost pour into our hearts this most excellent gift of 
charity, the very bond of peace and of all virtue, without which 
whosoever liveth is counted dead before Him." Attention is now 
claimed to 

I. 
THE NATCRE OF THE CHARITY OR LOVE HERE INTENDED. 

"\VE refrain from critical remarks as to which of these two 
words better represent the term employed by the Apostle. Plausible 
reasons are advanced for both. Weighty objections have been 
raised to either. Modern scholars incline to the rendering "love;" 
which will be retained in this paper.* 

The Apostle does not define it. He, howev~r, describes_ it _so 
fully that few who are taught of the Lord can fail to recogmse its 
existence and operations in a blood-bought heart. 

Yet if the question " What is it ? '' is pressed, a comprehensive 
reply i~ impossible, because of its exalted origin and nature. "Love 
is of God '' and a Divine grace cannot be fully comprehended by 
merely n~tural intelligence, or set forth in ~urrent human speech. 
It defies analysis, and baflies verba~ expres~10n. 

Human love has soared to glonous heights and evoked trans-

* The word is agape, pronounced a-gap-p_ee, not aga-pee. ~here_ver 
"charity" occurs in the New Testament it represents agape, which, 
however, is more generally and better transla~ed "love," as in th: 
Revised Version. Green's Handbook to the Grammat· of the Gree 
Testament. 
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cendent admiration. Hatred is of the devil. Our natural state is 
one of selfishness. Our hearts are engrossed in our own honour, 
pleasure, and advantage. Actions supposed to be generous, have 
often self-love for their real motive. The grace of love, which re
gards God Himself as the supreme object of our affections-views 
our fellow-men with kindly concern ; raises us out of our native 
selfishness; imparts a genuine desire to make others happy; and 
especially renders our fellow-Christians dear to us for Christ's sake. 
Hence, apart from it, much that has the semblance of true re
ligious devotion is, the Apostle assures us-mere vacuity; in a 
word, " NOTHING.'' 

II. 
ELOQGENOE, as the context insists, without this heaven-born 

love-Is NOTHING. "Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, and have not LOVE, I am become as sounding brass, 
or a tinkling cymbal." Oratory is an amazing endowment. To 
sway hundreds by " thoughts that breathe, and words that burn ; " 
to awaken dormant minds to energy ; or to utter truths which men 
will never forget while life lasts-is a magnificent achievement of 
the human mind-but while the accomplished rhetorician can effect 
much, absence of heart in a speaker imposes a fatal limitation to 
his influence. Love is at once recognised when present, and sorely 
missed when lacking ; hence, however exalted the theme may be
" I am nothing'' unless impelled by this supreme grace; emanating 
from God it has God's sanction and smile. In the sphere of re
ligious service love is so essential that without it, all effort is worth
less and vain. "Heart is power," as 0. H. Spurgeon observed very 
early in his beautiful life, which surely exemplified his saying to 
the full. 

J. H. Thorn, with equal truth, also insists that "while intellect 
may give keenness of discernment, love alone can impart largeness 
to the whole nature," because theirs is the spirit of heaven. 
" Whether," therefore, " there be prophecies, they shall fail ; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away; " but " lore nere1· faileth." 
Memorable men and women are remembered not so much for the 
brilliancy of their intellect, as by words and actions which mani
fested the mind and heart of the great Master. 

III. 
LAYISH GIFTS TO THE POOR-apart from love--will finally profit 

nothing. This form of benevolence is applauded because of the notice 
it obtains and the praise which attends it. "The Lord loveth a 
cheerful giver," but the world-as has been shrewdly s_a~d-love~ a 
large O'iver, and an extensive patron of public chant1es obtams 
much public applause. This is certainly, in its way, a matter of 
p1·ofit-a due reward for the liberality which is thus paraded. W~at, 
however is Heaven's estimate of benefactions to the needy which 
are not prompted by this Christian grace? '· Tl_10ug;h I b~stow all 
my goods to feed the poor, and }rnye not chanty, it protiteth me 
nothing." 



240 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

Such doles, too, often lose much of their value even in the esti
mation of their recipients. The poor often crave sympathy not less 
than money ; though where the first exists the second will not be 
lacking. 

IV. 
DExOMINATIONALISM without love is nothing. 
We luunbly claim that, from this standpoint, we "hold the 

truth,'' though many religious professors are seeking to remove the 
landmarks which our fathers set. We, as a section of the one 
Church, thank God, still retain these essential truths in our Articles 
of Faith, and are loyal in heart to our distinctive principles. 

But these are discriminating truths, which never have met and 
never will meet with favour in the eyes of the world and mere 
religious professors. How necessary, then, to bear in mind the 
apostolic exhortation to "speak the truth IN LOVE.'' If we are Strict 
Baptists by conviction, we dare not, we cannot, lower our Denomi
national Flag. May we, however, never lose sight of the fact that 
it is God who has graciously made us to differ. The truth which has 
made us free should therefore be spoken in the spirit of affectionate 
consideration for the fallen sons of men. 

Our connecting ourselves with an organised body of believers 
was not an attempt on our part to support class-distinction. Our 
aim and hope rather were by such means to " strive together for the 
faith of the Gospel'' and so to be better able to bring the light of 
heaYen testimonially into the dark spots of the earth. 

~Ien there have been who declined to recognise any real religion 
beyond the pale of their own sect, t-0 which, let us admit, their open 
deYotion was great. They endured personal inconvenience; they 
almost courted the cross of unpopularity; they gave liberally to what 
they contended was exclusively "the cause of God and truth," exem
plifying in these things many of the features which Paul ~dvances. 
To them, however, the solemn words seemed to apply:- Though 
what I have done and suffered be great, if I lack love it will be seen 
hereafter, in the blazing light of the eternal throne, that all this 
hath profited me nothing." 0 pitiful ending to a life of religion, 
without the life of love ! 

May this grace be ours, for as a wise-hearted singer has taught 
us:-

" Only when the sea of LOVE 
Melts the scattered stars .of thought; 

Only when we Jive above 
What the dim-eyed world hath taught ; 

Only when our souls are fed 
By the Fount which gave them birth, 

And by inspiration led 
Which they never drew from earth ; 

We, like parted drops of rain, 
Swelling, till they melt and run, 

Shall be all absorbed again, 
Melting, flowing into one." 

J. P. GOODENOUGH. 
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I. c. JOHNSO;,,, EsQ., J.P., IN His 98TH YEAR. 

I. C. JOHNSON, J.P., OF GRAVESEND."' 
An Appreciation. 
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"Seest thou a man diligont in his business? He shall stand before kings ; 
he shall not stand before mean men." 

"PROSPERITY," as Bacon says, "is the blessing of the Old Testa
ment, adversity of the New'' ; the truth of which, observation 
continually confirms. Few of the Lord's people are largely endowed 
with the good things of this life, and many, whose spirituality is 
eminent, experience a large measure of failure, poverty and sorrow 
in varied forms. 

• An article on the career of our respected friend having appeared in 
Lloyd's Weekly London News for June 28th, it was judged that one "'.ritten from 
a Christian standpoint and containing eome references to his relation to our
selves as a section of the Church, would be acceptable to our readers. The 
port1 ait was taken by him•elf without assistance-" alone and unaided "-from 
first to last. 
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. This, howen,r, thank God, is not inrnriably the case, as appears 
m the long and honourable career of the subject of this article. 
He began life as the son of poor parents and received only a most 
rudimentary education. When this was supposed to be completed 
he was sent to work at a bookseller's in Craven Street, Strand, but 
this_ prowd ?eyond his strength, as he was a weak lad and a great 
anxwty to lns parents. 

His next place \Yas at Vauxhall, where he engaged himself to 
l\Iessrs. Francis and White, lime burners, for four shillings a week. 
Af~er this he was apprenticed to a builder for four years, his wages 
bemg onl~· eightern shillings a week. But the pride of a laudable 
ambition at this time began to assert itself in his character, and he 
felt that it would never do for him to remain so low in the social 
sc.ale if he might hope to elevate himself by industry and enter
prise. He had learned architectural drawing among other things 
and when a firm of architects lost their draughtsman they heard 
of him and engaged his sen-ices in the evenings. 

His employer, the builder, heard of this and it naturally 
occurred to him that if the young man was so serviceable to another 
firm, he would be still more useful to him, and therefore engaged 
his entire services. 

Knowledge still fascinated him; and he continued to pursue 
varied studies, obtained acquaintance with other languages than his 
own, and acquired the rudiments of Latin and Greek. Chemistry, 
however, was the study in which he took the greatest pleasure, and 
to this he devoted the greater part of his leisure. 

We must now, however, recall his steps in another aspect and 
relate that while still young he became through grace a God-fearing 
man, whose principles were, as they have ever continued to be, 
those of a determined Christian. It was his happiness to come 
under the influence of James ·wells, of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
which had much to do with the formation of his character. This 
great and gracious man has been grievously misunderstood. He 
has been represented as a mere pulpit buffoon, preaching the most 
crude and irrational hyper-Galvanism and indulging in perpetual 
personalities and jests which would have disgraced Rowland Hill 
when at his worst. The truth is, that with many peculiarities 
begotten of his high originality, he was a preacher of unique 
power, a teacher of no ordinary intelligence, who was scorned and 
derided solely because of his bold and consistent adherence to the 
Gospel of Sovereign Grace. He was, moreover, most careful to in
sist on adherence to morality and duty, and, so far from being an 
Antinomian, was one of the most practical preachers who ever ob
tained a following from the Christian public. He quickly won the 
young man's admiration and love, which he himself repaid in the 
most affectionate manner. 

To return. In course of time the firm of Messrs- Francis and 
White was dissolved-the latter setting up on his own acccount at 
Swanscombe, in Kent, where extensive premises had to be built for 
the accommodation of his business. In the erection of these a large 
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share was taken by the young man who but a few years before 
worked for him as odd boy at four shillings a week. 

One branch of the business of Mr. White was the manufacture 
of Roman cement, then in large demand among builders, to whom it 
was most useful. But it had grave disadvantages. Its colour was 
unsightly and it frequently required painting. It now occurred to 
the young man, who watched the process of its manufacture with 
keen interest, that it might be greatly improved. His studies in 
chemistry came to his aid, and after many long and patient experi
ments he discovered that the presence of a certain chemical sub
stance greatly detoriated its quality, and that a harder and better 
cement might be made if it could be eliminated. This he showed 
could be done ; and he thus became the inventor of what has long 
been known as Portland cement, from its resemblance to the stone 
of that name. Much interesting information on this subject may be 
obtained from "Harmsworth's Encyclopredia," in which it is truly 
stated that "one of the first factories for producing Portland cement 
was started on the Thames, near Northfl.eet, about 1848." This was 
through the inventive genius of our now aged friend. 

This brought much profit to his employer, but he also obtained 
his reward, for it made his name known over the whole world, and 
to this day the firm of I. 0. Johnson and Co., Ltd., have agents in 
every part of the globe where cement is used. 

Many years ago his business engagements necessitated his 
dwelling in Newcastle and Gateshead. In the latter town he was 
made an Alderman and finally received the honour of Mayoralty. 
He has also long held His Majesty's Commission of the Peace for 
Gravesend. 

Some years ago he became the promoter and patron, as he is 
now the President, of an Agricultural College near Gravesend, con
ducted on the lines of the similar Institution at Framlingham, in 
8uffolk. In this, thoughtful lads who are designed for £armers 
after leaving school receive a theoretical and practical education for 
the avocation which they are to follow. The importance of such 
training is obvious. Thus again, in this direction, our friend has 
sought "to serve his generation by the will of God." 

It is pleasant to be able to add that he has remained a warm 
and consistent adherent of the principles of this :Magazine. So long 
ago as 1842 he conjoined with James Wells, \Y. Tant, W. Allen, 
W. Garrard and others, in the publication of "The Gospel Am
bassador,'' a free grace Magazine of high character, which had a 
successful career for six years. He has long been Senior Deacon 
of Zoar Chapel, Gravesend, and in former days frequently addressed 
congregations from pulpit or platform to their pleasure and profit. 

It is interesting to know that he learned cycling when ~bout 87 
years of age. He is also believed to be the most efficient and 
experienced amateur photographer in England. His frequent co_n
tributions to our pages afford the best idea of his religious convic
tion and the doctrines he desires to maintain. 

In closino- this sketch we commend it to the attention of the 
young as shtwing how God sanctions Christian consistency when 
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combined with energy and enterprise. !May our beloved friend 
long sta~· with us to "bear fruit in old age to show that the· Lord 
is upright; and that there is no unrighteousness in Him.""' 

A MEMORABLE PRAYER-MEETING. 

A STORY OF c. H. SPURGEON. 

WE are aware of no biography of C. H. Spurgeon which relates 
what follows. The writer, however, relies on his own memory, 
which is generally admitted to be fairly accurate. 

In the winter of 1891-2 the prevalence of Influenza in London 
caused no small anxiety. The great preacher, who was then at 
:'.lientone, learnt the tidings with great solicitude; and he wrote to the 
managers of the Metropolitan Tabernacle expressing a wish that at· 
the prayer-meeting, which would be held on Monday, February 1st, 
special supplications should be offered that the epidemic might be 
stayed. A circular was therefore sent to his former students in the 
locality of the Metropolis asking them to strain a point and be pre
sent and to induce some of their own friends to come. Among 
those who promised was the writer, who anticipated the occasion 
with no small interest. 

In the years that were passed, when trouble or calamity threatened 
our country, it was customary for the nation as such to devote special 
days to fasting and prayer. We remember one such in 1849, when 
the Cholera was raging, and others in 1855, when the Crimean War 
caused great national anxiety, and another in 1857, when tidings of 
the Indian :'.lfotiny filled all hearts with horror. The last we can 
recall were on behalf of the Cattle Plague in the early sixties, and 
the yet more memorable one for the recovery of the Prince of Wales, 
our present king. A..11 these occasions were felt to be solemn, and 
the nation's cries were indisputably heard in heaven. Memories of 
the past, therefore, made us eager to respond to the desire of 
dear :Mr. Spurgeon-which we felt sure was of the Lord. 

He, however, as all know, was called home at midnight on the 
previous Sunday, and at the prayer-meeting in question, all hearts 
were full of sad thoughts at the death of their late Pastor and friend. 

One brother only who offered prayer recalled what was to have 
been the special object of the gathering; but his petitions met with 
an echo and an Amen in the souls of most that were present·. 

It is worthy of notice that from that night there was a remark
able surcease of the epidemic. Very few deaths were afterwards 
recorded and never since has it been so universally prevalent~ 
which surely is worthy of record when the story of thtp great 
preacher's life is told. 

• The author, in justice both to Mr. Johnson and himself, begs leave to state 
that the above is not the result of an interview, in whioh (for a consideration) 
intimations were given of what it would be pleasant to the subject of his Appre
ciation for him to state or omit. As a matter of fact he has not, for many) ear~, 
even aeen Mr. Johnson, who knows nothing of his intention to preparo this 
Article. It is therefore perfectly spontaneous on the writer·s part. 
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A LITTLE GIRL'S PRAYER, WHICH GOD DID 
NOT ANSWER. 

A 8TORY FOR THE BAIRNS. BY THE EDITOR. 
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MANY years since I knew a gentleman who was a draper and 
clothier at High Wycombe, where so many cane-bottomed chairs 
are, we know, manufactured. In June, 1848, their second child 
was born. She was a sweet baby, as I have been told, fair to 
look on, and even from her infancy an engaging little thing ; 
but, alas ! on her left cheek there was at her birth a sort of 
growth, called a ncevus, which the doctor said must be removed 
at once by an operation. This was done, and it caused no more 
trouble, save that it left a great scar, which was very conspicuous. 
People who loved her hardly noticed it, but her playmates did, and 
often talked about it to each other. 

Now little Janey was not quite free from vanity, and liked to 
think of her long brown hair, her bright eyes and beautiful white 
teeth, and her dainty little patent-leather shoes ; and this great 
red scar was a constant trouble to her. One day she overheard 
some children say how ugly it made her. This caused her to 
cry bitterly. "0 why did not God make me pretty, like other 
girls?" she sobbed, in her great sorrow. 

Now, like my two cousins whose story I told you last month, 
Janey knew that God gives great gifts to those who ask for 
them in the name of Jesus. That night, therefore, she prayed 
with all her heart that while she was asleep God would take 
the ugly scar away and make her beautiful. When the morning 
came, she looked at her reflection in her looking-glass, but she 
saw that the red scar was still on her cheek, and that she was 
not the least bit prettier than the night before. 

Now some of us may smile at this, but Janey herself never 
did, but regarded it solemnly as one of the lessons which, like 
King David, she had to learn from her youth (Psa. lxxi. 17). It 
taught her that while "Jesus loves to answer prayer," He does 
this in His own time and in His own way. He may not at first 
seem to hear us ; He may, perhaps, treat us like He did the poor 
mother who begged Him to help ht>r, when her daughter was 
"grievously vexed with a devil." You will remember that at 
first "He answered not a word." So He may seem not to notice 
us, though we need His help so badly. 

Or He may let our prayers remain unanswered so long that it 
seems to us that He has forgotten them altogether. 

Or He may answer them in a way so different from what we 
expected that it does not seem that He has really done so at all. 

Notice this: Janey, when six or seven years ?Id, !hought 
that God had taken no notice of her prayer, and I unagme that 
she cried a good deal about the disappointment it caused her. 

Yet I think that He did hear her prayers, though His answers 
were not what she had wished. ' 

In time the scar grew less red, till at last bnt few persons 
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observed it. I first met her about ten years after, and though 
of course it was still on her cheek, her beautiful hair, her large, 
lustrous e.,·es, and her bright sunny smile, so pleased me that I 
thought hers the sweetest face I had ever seen; and so did most 
people. Thus, in God's way, her prayer was answered. 

But it was also answered in another. On Whit-8unday, 1865, 
she heard a sermon in their own chapel on the words " How 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?" It happened 
that she had been in a very bad temper that afternoon, and would 
have stayed at home in the evening had not her father insisted on 
her going. "I won't listen to a single word,'' she said to herself. 
r et she had to, for then it was that God remembered her childish 
prayer to be made beautiful and answered it, not in her but His 
men "·ay. The highest beauty God can bestow is to make people 
like Jesus Christ-and this beauty He gave her that night 
(Psa. cxlix. 4). 

I do not say that she was happy all at once. For some time she 
had so solemn a view of sin that I almost feared she would lose her 
reason. "' ell do I remember her mournful eyes, bloodshot with 
much crying, her tremulous lips, and her sad, sad question
" "\Yhat am I to do, what am I to do? " Peace came to her through 
following her Minister's counsel in his sermon next Sabbath-day: 
"Take the lost sinner's place before the lost sinner's Saviour!" 

0 the beauty of her sweet face when first "the Holy Ghost shed 
abroad the love of God in her heart ! " and the hope " that maketh 
not ashamed " lent its heavenly brightness to her happy 
countenance. 

Ere long she was baptised, and became one of the sunniest 
Christian girls I ever knew. If she was not beautiful she was at 
least marvellously attractive. In fact, most people thought of her 
what a sweet poetess wrote of another young lady:-

" Her air had a meaning, her movements a grace ; 
You turned from the fairest to gaze on her face." 

You will, perhaps, wonder how I know all this. Well, seven 
years after her baptism she became my dear wife, and we lived 
together till October, 1896, when she died in my arms. How good 
she was to me, how kind to the people I preached to, and how 
loving a mother to our two children I cannot trust myself to say. 

I am not going to tell you all that I think we might learn f_rom 
what I have related, for I consider that stories which do not plamly 
suggest their own lessons are not worth telling at all. Yet I may 
close by letting you know what Janey's prayer has taught me. 

One truth is the same as we learned in our last talk with the 
bairns. It is this-God permits children to pray to Him. When 
Ishmael was almost dying of thirst, he, in some way, appealed ~o 
God to help him. This prayer was answered, for an angel_to,~d his 
mother'' God hath heard the voice of the lad where he 1s. He 
was, we judge, not a Yery nice boy. He had not been born 1;1-gai~, 
and was not one of God's true people; but he was a child in 
tronble, and God heard him when he moane<l and sobbed for a 
drink of water in the wilderness. 
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Janey's sorrow was a real one. No girl would like to hear 
people say that she was plain and ugly. Her story may, therefore, 
show every child who reads this that God is pleased when boys and 
girls come with their griefs and troubles to Him. 

Again, I learn that we musl not be impatient u;ith God abont onr 
prayers. I feel inclined to cry when I think of poor Janey standing 
before the looking-glass that morning, and sobbing because the 
great ugly reel scar was still on her cheek ; but her trouble was 
caused-not by H ii; unkindness, but by her silly wish to hurry 
Him. In all prayer we ask for f acours, and those who do this 
" must tarry His leisure "-as the hymn says-that is, we must 
wait for the time to come which He knows will be the best for Him 
to come to our help. God's delays are not denials, and He often 
waits and keeps us waiting that He may be gracious (Isa. x.x:x. 18). 

Lastly, we must trust God to answer our prayers in what He 
knows is the best way. He will never tease us about our prayers. 
If we ask Him for a loaf He will not baulk us and give us a stone 
(Matt. vii. 9). Yet if we are foolish enough to ask for a stone He 
may give us bread instead. A beautiful disposition was better for 
Janey than a face which unthinking people might have called 
"very pretty," for beauty is but skin deep, and, like summer 
flowers, soon fades. The grace of a gracious and kind heart is, 
however, real beauty, and "a thing of beauty is a joy for ever." 

Was 1 correct in calling this the story of a little girl's prayer 
which God did not answer? And if I was wrong, pray what 
should its title be ? 

THE CONFIDENCE OF FAITH.* 
LORD, Thou hast gain'd a mortal's 

love-
Hast won a rebel sinner's heart; 

Not all in earth or heaven above 
But Thou cau·st peace and joy im

part. 
Thou hast to me this grace reveal'd, 

That all my sins are e'er forgiven ; 
And in my breast, felt, here is 

seal'd, 
A sinner base, an heir of heaven! 

Lo ! at Thy feet in tears I lie ; 
Here let me evermore remain; 

For me, for me, I see Thee die
For me I see Thee rise again. 

For me Thy flight above I trace
For me a mansion to prepare ; 

Behold a sinner saved by grace; 
I'll praise Thee now-I'll praise 

Thee there. 
My life, my all, my love to Thee 

I would devote for ever, Lord ; 
For Thou hast done great things for 

me; 
Let Zion the bless'd news record. 

Dear Christ of God, Thy name I love ; 
0 let me trace Thy glories o'er ; 

I'd drop into Thy arms above, 
And see Thee there and sin no 

more. 

Do YOUR BEST.-" It is a life-long determination with me to do 
my best in everything. If I were called to swPep a crossing _for 
my bread, I should take care that it was the best swept crossmg 
in all London."-James Wells. 

* These verses are not to be fom1d in any Strict Baptist Select_ion, or 
in "Rippon" or "Our Own Hymn-book." Can any reader obltge by 
forwarding the author's name ?-ED. 
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"IN Hll\I WAS YEA.'' 

"~ E are accustomed to think that the first promise that God made 
was in the garden of Eden, to the effect that Christ should bruise 
the serpent's head, or in other words, " destroy the works of the 
devil." But a promise was giYen long before this, as the Scripture 
says-" In hope of eternal life, which God who cannot lie, promised 
bejo1·e the wol'ld began.'' To whom did God make this promise? 
Adam was the head of the human race, but Christ was previously 
the " Head of His body, the Church ; the fulness of Him who filleth 
all in all." He received the first promise. 

Salvation was planned prior to the existence of any human 
creatures ; for before God created man He foresaw that Adam would 
fall. Now, had He entrusted the work of salvation even to elect 
angels, they must have utterly failed. Their united wisdom could 
never have devised a way by which God's law when broken could 
be honoured and magnified. To satisfy justice, and yet to show 
mercy, was a problem they could never have solved; and if they 
had discovered the only way in which this could be done, the lives 
of all of them put together would not have constituted a sufficient 
sacrifice to atone for one sin ; neither had they any righteousness 
but what they required for themselves. 

Christ, who is "the wisdom of God, and the power of God,'' was 
alone capable of undertaking the mighty work of salvation, by 
putting away sin, and providing a righteousness which justifies 
the ungodly. But was it to be expected that He who was the 
eternal God, equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, should be 
willing to become man, so that He might place Himself under His 
own law, and obey in every particular its minutest requirements 
on behalf of those who were united to Him as their Head, and ulti
mately to lay down His spotless, invaluable life as a sacrifice and 
substitute for sinners? When the question was put to Him, in the 
council of eternity, blessed be God, "in Him was yea" (2 Oor. i. 
19). The promise was given, the covenant was made, the date 
was fixed. Hence, " ,vhen the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, that He 
might redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons (saith the Apostle) 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father.'' 

If, then, we have this Spirit, if we are anxious to know that 
God is our Father, reconciled in Jesus Christ, we have the sweet 
assurance that "all the promises of God in Him are Yea, and in 
Him An1en : for He Himself is the Amen, the Faithful and True 
Witness.'' J osrAH BRISCOE. 

\T.IBIETY IN EXPERIE!'iCE.-"The modes and degeees by which 
the Lord's people are brought to know Him are indeed very 
various ; but there must be lif e-gicing power, and enough must be 
known experimentally of the curse of the law to make way for the 
blessing of the Gospel."-./ a mes W cl/i;. 
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OFFERED GRACE AND ITS PERNICIOUS EFFECTS. 

WE ask whether universal offers exhibit the work of Christ in a 
more attractive and advantageous light than the true presentation 
of the Gospel ? Do they not rather becloud its glory? For at the 
very outset they destroy its sole sufficiency. Thousands, according 
to this scheme, for whom Christ died have perished. The finally 
damned are as really redeemed as the finally saved, the distinction 
being that the latter did something for themselves, without which 
all that Christ did for them would have been ineffectual and in
operative. Not one more soul is to be saved, according to the 
universal scheme, than according to the particular ; but according 
to the universal scheme, the soul is partly saved by its own act, 
instead of being entirely saved by the work of Christ. 

Thus, in order to extend the comfort of the Gospel to all, uni
versal offers take it away from all, since no man can be saved 
without some act or acts of his own. In proposing to offer the 
Gospel to those who do not want it and do not desire it, they crush 
the rising hopes of those who do, since they interpose conditions 
between the Saviour and the sinner, whereas every really converted 
sinner feels his inability to perform any. G. W. SHEPHERD. 

"GOD IS LOVE." 

WE cannot always trace the way 
Where Thou, our gracious Lord, dost move, 

But we can al ways surely say 
That Thou art Love. 

When fear its gloomy cloud will fling 
O'er earth, our souls to heaven above 

.As to their sanctuary spring; 
For Thou art Love. 

When mystery surrounds our darkened path, 
We'll check our dread, our doubts reprove; 

In this our souls sweet comfort bath-
That Thou art Love. 

Yes, Thou art Love-a truth like this 
Can every gloomy thought remove, 

.And turn all tears, all woes to bliss ; 
Our God is Love ! 

-SIR J. BOWRING. 

PREACHING ·WRITTEN SERMONS.-" I am sorry to learn that your 
m.iitister has taken to preach from written sermons. The method 
is fatal to popularity and power. People do not like to see the top 
of a preacher's head-in place of his eyes and mouth. Sermons 
should. 'express the sentiments warm from the heart ; ' but this a 
read composition can never do. Besides, the Lord will give the 
needed word if we come really desiring to do this.''-Extract f1'oin 
.a Letter. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

HALF-YEARLY MEETINGS AT BEDFORD, 

ON Thursday, June 18th, the spacious, 
noble sanctuary in Rothsay-road, Bed
ford, the pastoral sphere of the beloved 
President of the S.I.S.B.M.S., was the 
gathering-place of truly fine assemblies, 
convened at the half-yearly meetings of 
the above-named Society. 

Friends from London journeyed from 
St. Pancras and were greeted on reach
ing Bedford Station by the President. 
Making direct for •• Providence," a time 
was spent in fervent prayer. Mr. Wren 
read a few verses from Dr. Weymouth's 
translation of John's gospel appropriate 
to the occasion. Prayers were offered 
by Messr~. Catchpole, G. W. Clark, and 
others. 

At 4 p.m. the afternoon engagement 
commenced. The devotional part .vas 
taken by Pastor J. Bush. Mr. Frederick 
Cook then discoursed upon '· Helping 
together by prayer." Many very choice 
and comprehensive sentences fell from 
his lips. The preacher illustrated his 
subject out of his own life experienceP, 
and his stories were verily illustrative. 

At 6.15 p.m. the evening meeting 
opened. Mr. G. W. Clark, Minute 
secretary, read the Scripture and 
prayed. 

Pastor J. W. Wren presided over the 
meetin!!' and delivered a sterling ad
drese. Re had many a good word for 
the senior missionary, to whom his 
Church had given a wife, and the 
deputation visit of Mrs. Cook to Bed
ford two years ago got a bleesing from 
his lipP. He remembered her address 
right well. Rer subject was prayer; 
her first head was prayer; her second, 
prayer ; her third, prayer-" I believe 
greatly in prayer." And now Mr. Cook 
is with us. His sermon was greatly 
enjoyed by the speaker. '' Surely you 
must have had some part written down! 
and rightly, too. God has written down 
His thoughts for us:'' Mr. Cook assented, 
but added,'' They were not borrowtd." 

Mr. F. Cook came next, and narrated 
the conversion of an idolater through 
his instrumentality. He ~ad journeyed 
far and was weary; but Just as he was 
sitting down to partake of the evening 
meal a messenger came, asking the 
Dori (missionary) •· to come and see a 
man who was dying." He hurried 
away and found the poor fellow in a 
state of extreme exhaustion from want 
of food and his eyes were glazing in 
death. Mr. Cook said : ·• Having ad
ministered some simple restorative, I 
got four men who were there to rub 
him gently with oil. After a time he 
was able to take a sip or two of coffee 

and rice-water, which somewhat revived 
him. I remained with the poor man the 
greater part of the night, from time to 
time administering nourishment, as he 
was able to bear it. Towards morning 
he fell asleep, with new life pulsing 
through his veins. Rope returned upon 
awaking, and, looking into my face 
with gratitude, he said,' Sir, you have 
saved my Ufe; now you must save my 
soul.' You can imagine, dear ones with 
what joy I then broke to him the' story 
of the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. The man seemed to drink it in 
without question, anj the Spirit of God 
led him there and then to take Jesus 
Christ as his personal Saviour; and the 
man was not only converted himself 
but soon brought other members of his 
family to our chapel, where they were 
mstructed about that same Saviour who 
had done so much for him." .Many 
ot~er equally interesting and inspiring 
thmgs were inoorporated in his address 

Mrs. Cook informed us toow som~ 
years ago she had visited "Goshah" 
women-the hidden wives of Mahom
~edans-a.nd how she was eagerly look
mg forward to being in residence at 
Panruti, our new centre of work, that 
s~e might serve them in the Lord. 
Like her husband, she urged all to pray 
without ceasing for the work. 

Mr. Walter G. Grav, missionary-elect, 
then addressed us. In a more spiritual 
vein he commenced and then followed 
on with many a touching incident of 
his medical-training life. His speech 
made it strikingly olear that Living
stone College tuition is a singularly 
valuable factor in the equipment of a 
m1ss10nary. Mr. Gray said : "One often 
hears it said that 'if men are to be 
saved, they will be saved.' There is a 
truth in thP worde, but I want to liave 
a place in tlte history of tlteir redernp• 
tion." 

Pastor J. Bush, of New Cro~e, in a 
very genial mood voiced our feelings 
concerning Bedford kindlinese, and then 
laid vehement stress upon Christ's 
"shall" and "must." The missionary 
needed certainty under his feet, or he 
might well despair. . 

Pastor W. H. Rose, of High bury, in
vited attention to" Some hindrances to 
1wis1i/lnary endeavour." His text wae, 
"Sa.tan hmdered ue," and his leading 
tuoughts were that Satan hinders the 
good work (1) by exolusiveness as 
opposed to expansivenese, (2) by 
despondency as opposed to faith, and 
(3) by fatalism a.a opposed to evangel
ism. The speech was good throughout 
and was delivered to good purpose; for 
the exoansiveness1 faith and evangelism 
of " Providence ' friends are pro
nounced. Mr. Rose drew to a close by 
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uttering a fervent desire: "Bedford 
aud Koilpatl are joined for all eternity. 
God grant that many a simila.r link 
may be forged between our Churohes 
and India." 

When the glad day was over, we were 
all wondering when we had seen such 
an afternoon oongregation, and wish• 
ing that suoh an evening meeting, so 
impresoively large, might be a fact of 
the future. 

were better than for Rome yaars, 
£13 Us. in aJI being ooJlected. It waR 
felt there was much occasion to praiRe 
God. Then, on Lord'e-::lay, July 5th, 
four dear young friends were led into 
the baptismal pool. Tbis was speciaJly 
encouraging, seeing that tbe whole 
four have paesed through our school. 

Some twenty or more friend@, in
cluding Mr. and Mrs. Wren, were oor
dially welcomed and handsomely ente~
tained to dinner by Mr. Crawley at hie 
residence in Kimbolton-road. 

Pastor S. Gray alluded to the Apostle 
Paul, who, inspired by the Holy Gh~st, 
put upon record the fact that_ Gains 
was hie host-Paul valued the kmdness 
of Gains. The Apostle John wrote hie 
Third Epistle to this Gaim, of Corin_th 
(was it not he 1), and ~noou_ra~ed h_1m 
to receive and entertam m1ss1onar1ee, 
adding that, by so doing, he would do 
well Mr. Gray assured Mr, Crawley 
how· very much they all appreciated 
his hospitality and that , they all fe~t 
he had done well, in John e sense, Thie 
was the seoond occasion upon which 
Mr. Crawley's kindness had thus shone 
upon us ; but aa Elijah said, so said we, 
"Do it the t'i,ird time." Mr. Crawley 
assured us that he would gladly repeat 
himself il we repeated ourselves. 

After dinner. a few from London 
strolled to the Bunyan Chapel and the 
banks of the Ouse, and so joined the 
others for the service at 4 o'clock. 

The noontide prayer-meeting brought 
blessings in variety upon the day's 
engagements, first and last. 

The collections amounted to £13 13s. 
and a few odd pence, including an addi• 
tional 5s. per Mr. Wren. 

"Great was the day; the joy was 
great." The majestic p_salmody, _the 
magnitude of the gathermge, the rich
ness of the addresses, the solid collec
tions the loving hospitality, and all of 
it enjoy;,d amid golden sunshine, made 
it a fair day-a rare day. We found 
ourselves agreeing with a friend who 
said ,; It is a pity that you cannot have 
two' o:t three half-yearly meetings a 
year." But we must see if the feat 
oar.not be performed. S. GRAY. 

ST. NEOTS (NEW STREET).-Anni• 
versary services were held on Tuesday, 
June 16th, when once again Pastor R. 
Mutimer of Old Brentford, prea.ched. 
The aft~rnoon was showery, which 
probably kept a few dista.nt. frien~s 
from attending, Notwithstandmg this, 
a good number were present, e~peoial~y 
in the evening; whilst at the public 
tea. about 100 persons sat down. 'fhe 
sermons were greatly appreoia.t~d, being 
of the old-fashioned, pur1tamoal and 
free-grace nature. The oolleotions, too, 

PECKHAM RYE (ZION, HEATON 
RoAD).-Once more it is our privilege 
to praise God for the very encouraging 
meetings held in connection with th.e 
sixth ,rnnnal tea and gathering of the 
Younj!" People's Bible-class on Wednes
day, June 24th. The weather being 
beautifully fine, the tea at 5 30 was 
more than usually well attended, 
affording true encouragement to aJI 
connected with the work. The public 
meeting, held at 6.45, was opened with 
the singing of a special hymn-" 0 
gracious Master, bless this gathering 
in Thy name "-and the reading of 
Psalms xcii. and lxvii. After prayer by 
brother Hall, the Annual Statement 
was read, from which it was gathered 
that, despite much trial, real proirrees 
had been made, by the blessing of God. 
Pastor E. W. Flegg then gave an 
earnest, encouraging address based on 
the words, ,; Godliness is profitable," 
the fragrance of which will long be 
retained. Pastor J. ParneJI followed 
with some cheerful, incentive remarks 
relative to the,; Word of God" and the 
great need of holding fast to it in these 
days of evil degeneracy. After the 
singing of that old favourite hymn, 
'· Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of 
my song," to an old Suffolk tune, Mr. 
E. C. Clark spoke on .;Abraham's Faith," 
deducing therefrom some deep en
couragement in the present trying 
condition of things in connection with 
the Church of God. A singularly 
favoured ga.thering was then brought 
to a olose with prayer by brother Fle~g. 
The chapel was neatly garnished with 
flowers for the occasion, and a motto
a God shall bless us "-worked by our 
young members gave a bright relief to 
the appearance of this time-honoured 
sanctuary. Altogether we feel very 
thankful, blees God for His mercy, 
and take new coura.ge for future ser· 
vice.-TIM0THY. 

WOOBURN GREEN.-The seventy
fifth anni varsary services were held on 
June 23rd when Pastor Mutimer 
preached ths Word (!f Life. Both ~er
vioes proved to be times of refreshmg 
fro.n the presence of the Lord, and 1t 1s 
hoped that the testimony vf blessi1'.gs 
received throuah the matrumentality 
of our brother "'may be received in days 
to come as bas been the oase in the 
past. The attendance was not so good 
as in previous years ; nevertheleas, 
a very happy time was spent in the 
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house of the Lord. Friends were pre
sent from Maidenhea.:l,Wyoombe, Ayles
bury, and Bierton. 

r,•'CHELMSFORD.-On June 21st the 
Sunday-school celebrated its anniver
sary. Pastor E. Rose, of Walthamstow, 
preached morning and evening, the 
evening discourse being more particu
larly for teachers. An instructive ad
dress was given by Mr. Rose in the 
.afternoon from 1 Sam. iii. 7, in which 
,both children and adults were deeply 
;interested, what the true knowledge of 
. God consisted in being clearly stated. 
The special hymns were heartily sung. 
The annual public meeting was held 
on the followinl!' Wednesday, when the 
iPaetor (H. G. Hurrell) presided. The 
lteport, which was read by Mr. Cottee, 
showed that the work had been main
.tained during the year; though some 
scholars and teachers bad been removed, 

, their places had been filled by others. 
The adoption of the Report was moved 
by Mr. Lancaster and seconded by Mr. 
.F. J. Ilaz3lton, who spoke encouraging 
words. The Chairman, having given an 

.address on "Be not weary in well 
· doing," distributed the rewards to 
scholars. The collections were over 
£8.-F.J.H. 

EBENEZER, GRAYS. 
-SPECIAL services were held on June 24 
in connection with the twenty-ninth 
anniversary of the laying of the 

. foundation-stone. 
In the afternoon. at 3.15, a sermon 

was preached by Pastor E. White, of 
Woolwioh, from Rom. viii. 34-a chal
lenge, a resurrection, an enthronement, 
and an intercession. A precious Christ 
was exa.lted to the comfort and en
couragement of many poor trembling 

.. sonle in Zion. 
A good number were present to tea, 

which was served a.t 5 o'clock ; after 
which. at 6.15, Mr. F. T. Newman 
presided over the evening meeting. He 
read a portion of Christ's Sermon on 
the Mount; Mr. Rayfield, Gravesend, 
sought the Lord's blessing. 

Deeply spiritual e.nd helpful ad
d,reeees were delivered by Mr. A. Hughes 
from Pee.. xxxi v. 2, "My soul shall me.ke 
her hoe.et in the Lord ; the humble 
.shall hear thereof and be gle.d," show
ing the.t this we.a the only kind of 
hoe.sting becoming. Mr. Goldsmith 
followed with good words from John 
xiv. 6, "I e.m the Way, the Truth, e.nd 
the Life ; no me.n cometh unto the 
Father but by Me." It we.a the story 
of the dee.r old Goepel which oe.me 
with all the sweetness and power the.t 
characterizes God's own Word, Pastor 
E. White spoke from Matt. vi. 21, "For 

'where your tree.sure is, there will your 
bee.rt be also," showing clearly that 
the continual desire for, and the mind 

ever turning to, heavenly things was an 
evidence of our treasure being there. 
Brother Lowrie dwelt upon Pea. oxix. 65, 
"Thou hast dealt well with Thy servant, 
0 Lord, according to Thy word," telling 
how God had indeed dealt well. The 
Pastor (G. Smith) then made a few 
remarks from Phil. i. 27, and we pray 
that we may ever be found striving 
together for the faith of the lloepel. 

•rhe attendance was fairly good and 
the friends were greatly encouraged by 
the presence of visitors from other 
Causes . 

The oolleotions were good, including 
kind remembrances from our brother 
Withers and family, who have removed 
to Canada. A LOVER OF ZION. 

BOW (MOUNT ZION).-The thirtieth 
anni vereary of the layinA' of the 
foundation-stones was held on Tuee
day, June 30th. Mr. B!loker presided 
and read Gal. i.; after whioh Mr. 
Poyton engage4 in prayer. Mr. Fountain 
gave a very spiritual address upon 
" The Lord ie on my side," and Pastor 
F. C. Holden followed splendidly with 
the text, "Thy blessing is upon Thy 
people." Mr. G. Smith continued with 
a sound and solid address on " My God 
shall supply all your needs," Mr. 
Elna.ugh was beard well upon '' They 
that dwell nnder His shadow shall re• 
turn." Mr. Crispin spoke upon "The 
towers and bnlwarks of Zion," Thie was 
the beet meeting held at Bow for many 
yearH. Friends from neighbouring 
Ce.nsee were present, which was very 
encouraging. The meeting closed with 
singing "All hail the power of Jean's 
name" and Benediction by the Chair
man.-W. K. M, 

SOUTH-WESTERN STRICT BAPTIST 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION . 

THE fourth Conference of Sunday
school teachers and friends in connec
tion with the above Association was 
held in the Sohoolroom, Meyrick-road, 
Clapham Junotion, on Saturday even
ing, June 20th, 1908, when Pastor T. 
Jones, the president, occupied the chair, 
and, after earnest prayer having been 
offered by Mr. Adams, gave a stirring 
opening address to those present, whom 
he addressed as " fellow-teachers." The 
first Paper was read on "Sunday-school 
.Music" by Mr. W. C. Baxter, super
intendent at Chatham-road. Having 
briefly dealt with the environments of 
his subject, namely, the love of singing 
and music, which ie generally to be 
found in children, and the beet ways to 
encourage it, he divided hie theme into 
heads-(1) what to sing, and (2) how 
to sing it. He recommended familiar 
hymns, especially those with ohorueee, 
and memory singing, as far as possible, 
He told of the advantages of e. singing• 
class and deprecated the little heed 
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whloh ie too often paid to the words of 
the hymns we sing, oommended infant 
marohing in separate olass-roome where 
possible, and wound up a moRt instruc
tive Paper by referring to the perfect 
harmony of heaven, where all who 
truly love the Lord shall, "without a 
j~rring note," praise Him for ever and 
ever, 

A very interesting disoussion fol
lowed, in whioh the Proeident took a 
prominent part, speaking of the changes 
wrought since the seventeenth century, 
when pealmody, musical instruments 
and harmonic singing for general oon
gregatione were denounced alike by the 
General and Particular Baptist8. 

The second Paper, on "The Teacher's 
Attitude towards the Soholar," was 
read by Miss Saunders, also of Chatham• 
road, the tirat lady who has given us the 
benefit of her thoughts since the in• 
auguration. It was a very spiritual 
and really helpful Paper and moat 
thoroughly appreciated by all present, 
her ohief though ta being (I) love to 
soholare, (2) sympathy with them, 
( 3) their confidence to be gained, 
(4) genuineness, and (5) accuracy. One 
thmg, she said, ie well worth remem
bering-" Stories may please children, 
but God's Word oan convert them, and 
on that Word alone has He promised a 
blessing." She also emphatically com
mended prayer as the chief agent in 
this as well as in every branch of 
Christian. service. 

_Afte1: another bright and helpful 
d1scuss1on, and our sister had replied 
the meeting was brought to a olose. W~ 
are greatly encouraged by the large 
number of friends present, despite the 
fact that the summer season always 
vrevents some who would gladly at-
tend, F. T. WALLER, Secretary. 

STAINES BAPTIST CHURCH. 
CONSIDERABLE enthusiasm was evinced 
at th!' eighty-third anniversary and re
opening of the above place of worship, 
,.fter renovation, on Sunday and ThurE
day last. 

The Sunday services were preceded by 
a. pra.yer-meeting a.t 10 o'clock, in which 
the scholars of the Sunda.y-3chool took 
pa.rt, The Pa.stor, Mr. W. S. Ba.ker, 
prea.ched morning a.nd evening, la.rge 
oongrega.tions being present, 
. On Thursda.y the services were con

tinued, Pa.stor E. Mitchell, of London, 
prea.ohing in the a.fternoon. Tea. wa.s 
served in the schoolroom a.t 5.15, a.t 
which a.bout ninety sa.t down, In the 
evening a. public meeting we.~ held 
"t 6.30, presided over by Mr. F. T. 
N_ewma.n,of London, a.nd a.ddresses were 
given by Pa.store J, E. Fle~g a.nd W. S. 
Ba.ker, At this meeting Mr. Whitting
ton, tn,a.surer of the Renova.tion Fund, 
ma.de a. sta.tement respecting the work 
tha.t ha.d been done, involving a.n outlay 

ora.bout£160. Heshowedhowa.bso!ntely 
neoessa.ry the repairs were, as the build
ing was not in a •afe condition, Col
lecting card• had been issued ; these 
were called in the previous Tuesday, 
when it wa• found aoout J!.55 had heen 
oolleoted, and thi•, with £30 103. in 
h1md, made a. total of a.bout £85, which 
was considered a. pra.iseworth y and en
couraging effort, lea.ving £80 to be 
rai•ed. 

Large congregations were present 
both in the afternoon and evening, and 
it was realised that all the services ha.d 
been full of inspiration and encourage
ment for the future both for Pastor and 
people, 

Collections for the two days amonnted 
to £8 53. 

BErHESDA MISSION, WHITTO~ 
IPSWICH. 

SPF.CIAL services in connection with 
the fourth anniversa.ry were held on 
Sunday, July 12th, afternoon and even
ing. Pastor H. Tydeman Chilvers de
livered a. very impressive addrese a.t the 
former service, which was held in the 
meadow adjoining the Granary, but, 
unfortunately, the re.in coming on 
somewhat suddenly brought the meet
ing to ra.tber an a.brupt close ; but who 
ca.n tell but that the message tha.t the 
speaker left with the people did not 
can•e somebody to'' think on his way l" 

Mr. S. E. Gsrrard wa.s the conductor 
of the service held in the evening. 

The meetings were continued on the 
following Tue8da.y, the 14th, a.nd com
menced with a tea. in the afternoon. a.t 
which a good number sa.t down. The 
uncertain wea.ther prevented the even
ing service being held in the open a.ir, 
a.nd consequently the Gra.na.ry was 
ha.rdly large enough to hold a.II who 
were desirous of a.ttending. Pastor H. 
T. Chilvers presided and was supported 
by Pa.store R. C. Leggett, W. H. Berry, 
and a. large number from the Men's 
Bible-class at Bethesda. 

Mr. Berry ha.ving a.eked the Divine 
blee•ing on the service, a portion of 
God's Word having been rea.d, and a 
hymn sung, Mr, Leggett delivered a 
most telling address from Matt. xix. 25, 
"Who tben can be sa.ved 1" and Acts 
ii. 21, " Whoaoever shall call ou the 
name of the Lord shall be •aved." He 
linked the two together-" Who then 
oa.n be ea. ved 1 Whosoever shall call on 
the na.me of the Lord shall be saved." 
The subject-matter before them tha.t 
night wa.s "Salva.tion." Men, he ea.id, 
could do great things, but th11y oould 
not sa.ve themselvea. They were able 
to bore holes through large hard rooks, 
make tunnels under a river; they were 
able to ta.lk to one another through the 
air; the business man could sit iu his 
office a.nd talk to others in different 
parts of the country on the telephone 
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but he could not eave hie own soul
that was out of hie reach, "Who then 
could be saved?" If all our works 
down here could not eave ue, what were 
we to do 1 Call on the name of the 
Lord, Speaking about parents con
sidering to what trade or employment 
they could put their children, he said 
so did the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
oouneel together concerning our soul's 
eternal salvation and the grea.t plan 
whereby we could be saved. That plan 
was by the blood of the Lord J eeue 
Christ ; tha.t was the way, not without 
blood, Was sin a burden to us? If it 
was we would come to the Lord J esue 
'' just as we were, without one plea," 
just plead the name of Jesus, just ask 
Him to do for us what we felt we 
needed, and He would not turn us 
empty away. 

Pastor H. T. Chilvers also spoke a few 
words, and the meeting closed with a 
short after • service for prayer and 
praise. GEO, E. DALDY. 

oulties, anxietiee, hopes and fears durinir 
the progress of the work, and concluded 
with a note of profound thankfulness 
for the happy issue to all their de
liberations. 

The Treasurer then gave the Finan
cial Statement, which was indeed a 
wonderful unfolding of the great 
ireneroeity of many loving hearts. The 
final and most important part of his 
statement he wished to be delivered by 
the Pastor. 

Mr. Gruber then rose and said be felt 
a great honour had been conferred 
upon him by asking him to make the 
statement; then, with an overwhelm
ing sense of God's wondrous goodness, 
he deolo.red that the whole debt was 
paid-not only enough, but to spare ; 
and that when the doors were opened 
in the afternoon the Chapel was actuo.lly 
free from debt. The Pastor very promptly 
announced the hymn, "All hail the 
power of Jeeu'e name," which was at 
once ste.rted to the old tune " Diadem " 
and sung with such heartiness it seemed 

ROCHDALE ROAD (NEW CHAPEL), to indicate in tho.t grand acclamation 
MANCHESTER. of praise to Christ the people had found 

vent for the expression of their deev 
THE openinir services of the above feelings of gratitude. 
Chapel took place on Saturday, at 2.30, It was then announced that the three 
when the bmlding was opened, without collections advertised for the S1mday 
ceremony, for inspection. To describe would not be taken up. 
the building in detail would take up Two or three more addressee were 
too much time and space ; suffice it to given ; then the Halteluia Chorus was 
say the committee are highly to be sung by the choir, which was very 
praised for the beantiful building they creditably rendered, oon&idering it was 
have erected, replete with every con- unaccompanied by any mueioal inetru
venience an<i. comfort. The pa.nneled ment; indeed, the singing at all the 
front :if the old galleries ha.a been services wa.s exceedingly good, rendered 
tra.neferred to the new Cha.pel a.nd a.leo with precision rarely to be heard in 
the old pulpit in which Mr. Wm, Gadsby congregations aided by a fine organ. 
preached ; these relics will be greatly The meeting then closed with the 
appreciated a.nd often revive many Doxology and Benediction. 
tender, loving memories oi the dear old 
place. On Sunday, July 5th, three sermons 

Punctually at 3 o'clock the Pa.etor were preached-in the morning by the 
(Mr. Hugo Gruber) conducted a devc- Pastor, in the a.fternoon by Mr. Calcott 
tiona.l meeting, and for one hour a.nd (Coventry), a.nd at night by Mr. Brown 
a-half unremittinir prayer, thanksgiving (Acorington). The services commenced 
&nd praise was earnestly offered. at 9.30 with a prayer-meeting, and after 

At 4.45 tea was provided in the the sermon the Pastor 11,dminietered the 
soacious schoolrooms adjacent, to which Ordinance of Believers' Baptism to two 
about 600 sat down. females and two males. Before pro-

At 6 o'clock a fraternal gathering ceeding to do so, he briefly explained 
wu.e held in the Chapel, presided over the solemn Ordinance, and requested 
by the Pa.star, who in hie opening that during its administration everyone 
address expresrnd his deep sense of would reill11,in quietly seated and 01'-

G serve that decorum which ehoulrl 
gratitude to od for the great honour characterize the solemn worship of 
He had conferred upon them in permit-
ting them to raise such a beautiful Almighty God. 
building to the praise a.nd glory of His At the close of the evening service 
great and holy na.me. anrl wished every- the Ordinance of the Lord'• Supper was 
one to remember that it was built for administered by the Pastor, to which a 
the solemn worship of God. hearty welcome was given to brethren 

Addresses then followed by ministers and sisters of tbe same faith and 
from neighbouring sister ChuroheP, order. First of all the ca.ndidates ba~
interspersed by hymns and two anthemH tized in the morning were addrese~d 
by the choir. ,.nd received into Church felloweb1p. 

Then came the Secretary's Report. During the administra~ion a very 
who related the trying experience nf I helpful address wa.e given_ by t_be 
the Building Committee in their diffi- Pastor, and the close of this service 
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terminated a day 
with God's dear 
remembered. 

Gobowen. 

or joy and gladness 
people long to be 

JAB. TAYLOR, 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM).-A thoroughly 
enjoyable time was experienced at the 
above plaoe of worship on Wednesday, 
July Stb, being in oonneotion with the 
renovation. In the afternoon Mr. J. 
Bush discoursed very acceptably upon 
the worde, "The Lord bath appeared of 
old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love : there• 
fore with lovingkindnesa have I drawn 
thee." Tea was served in the school
room, and in the evening a public 
meeting was held, a.bly presided over 
by Mr. J. P. Goodenough, and very 
appropriate and spiritual "ddresaes were 
delivered by Measre. W. H. Rose, J. P. 
Gibbens, J. Bush, H. Mountford, a.nd F. 
Grimwood. The Pastor (Mr. F. C. 
Holden) expressed his feeling-and 
doubtless that of the friends-as to the 
spiritual repast which it had been their 
priviiege to enjoy, and was able to 
announce that, m addition to the ool
leotiona and subscriptions alrea.dy n
ceived, he bad another £5 for the 
Treasurer, whose account then showed 
in round figures £18. Thanks is pub
licly tendered to all friends who have 
kindly assisted ; and the exterior of 
both chapel and school having been 
renovated and paid for, it is now 
possible to a.ttend to the renova.tion of 
the interior and so complete the work. 
" The Lord bath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad." 

MARGATE (REH0B0TH).-Through 
the continuing goodness of the Lord 
1\Dotber high heap of praise was raised 
to Hiij name on June 28th and 29th, the 
oooa.sion being our third anniversary. 
The usual service~ on Sunday were 
followed on Monday by an a.fternoon 
•ervice, a tea, and an evening meeting. 
The congregations ware good. Pastor 
O. S. Dolbey preached two sermons on 
the Lord's-day, and Pastor E. Marsh 
preached on Monday afternoon. At 
the close of the service a good number 
of friends sat down to an excellent tea, 
prepared at Elliot's Tempera.nee Hotel, 
Ha.wley Street. A large company 
llssembled at the puhlio meeting, which 
commenced at 7 p.m., Pastor W. A. Dale 
presiding. In the course of his address 
the Cha.irman showed that God had 
i,rospered the way and stablished the 
position in advance of previous yeare. 
'rhe stimul,.ting addre•se•, both of 
Pastor O. S. Dolbey and E. Marsh, were 
found to be str,mgtbening a.nd in
spiring. The presence of the friends 
who joined in these happy services and 
helped to set up another Ebenezer was 
g reo.tly appreciated. It is earnestly 
desired that "Rehoboth" ma.y be made 

increa.singly a praise in this seaside 
resort. The receipts for the•e anni ver
sary meetings realised £10 2~. 6d., and 
after expenses were paid a substantial 
balance was handed to the Pastor. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
-The eleventh anniversary of the Tract 
Society was held on Thursday, ,July 9th, 
when Mr. Blackman kindly occupied 
the chair, and read Paa. xxxiv. and part 
of Eccles. xi. Mr. Spire, sen., followed 
in prayer, earnestly seeking the Divine 
blessing. The report of the year's work 
w11,s read, which, though encouraging, 
was not without a note of sadness, for 
on April 24th the beloved Vice-President, 
Mr. Boddington, received the home-call. 
Before he was so greatly afflicted be 
was an earnest worker in the cause, and 
is now receiving the reward of his 
labour. Another incident recorded with 
regret wa~ the resignation of the secre
tary, Mis3 Laws, who so faithfully filled 
this office for the last ten yearP, and 
only gave up on account of oeing 
unable to devote the necessary time to 
it. The report showed that about 1,000 
tracts had been distributed during the 
year, and that some of those visited bad 
been seen at the house of God. Through 
the kindness of friends there was a 
balance in hand. The Chairman made 
a few encouraging remarks upon the 
report, and spoke highly of the labours 
of Miss Laws as secretary, and wished 
every blessing and continued prosperity 
of the Society. He was also glad to 
meet the Pastor, Mr. Grimwood, and 
wished him every joy and happiness in 
his la.hours at Bethesda. He then con• 
sidered the words from Zepbaniah iii. 6, 
"Let not thine hands be slack." The 
devil was busy in the days of the 
prophets, and is still bmy sowing tares. 
It matters not how early or late you 
travel by train, 'hue, or co.r you will 
find the younl!" people bring out and 
read all sorts of trashy literatnre-you 
oan tell it by the cover. This should 
inspire us to be up and doing, circulat
ing those books which bring honour 
and glory to God's Holy Name. Mr. 
Fowler followed with some well-chosen 
remarks, showing how God's Word 
should be the basis of all Christian 
work-" labourers together with God." 
What a high privilege and honour to bR 
oounted worthy to work with Him ! 
There were those who were rising up 
and spreading error to-day, as in the 
days of the apostles, so we must also 
rise up against this error. and spread 
the glorious tidings of salvation. 
Brother Ackland ably handled the 
Word from Ecole•. ii. 6, '' In the morn
ing sow thy seed," etc., noting the wo-rk 
desc1'ibed. Some seed fell on the rocks, 
but some fell on goP<l ground-ground 
prepared by God. He exhorted that 
prayer should be offered ere going forth 
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with the tuots that the hearts of those 
who read may be prepared by the Lord. 
Per.<erern.nre eniwined. Let us not be 
ashamed of the· seed we sow. SMccess 
derlared. We know not which shall 
prosper this or that, or whether both 
•hall be alike good, The Lord reigneth, 
ao let us not be weary in well doing. 
The Pastor thanked our Chairman for 
hie kind wishes and encouraging words 
then spoke of his love for the Gospel: 
Truth was the basis of salvation. 
2 These. i. 11 reads: "That our God 
may oonnt yon worthy of this calling." 
The power of truth is able to bring to 
pass every purpose of truth, for God's 
word shall abide for ever. Hymns were 
sung during the meeting, and a colleo
tiou taken, which amounted to ,£2 2~. 
A short prayer and Benediction by the 
Chairman brought an enjoyable and 
profitable meeting to a close. 

"PROVIDENCE," PRITTLEWELL 
SbUTHEND-ON-SEA. ' 

SPECIAL services in connection with 
the P .. stor'e sixteenth anniversary were 
held on Tuesday, June 23rd. Pastor G. 
~mith, of Gcays, led us at the throne of 
grace, praying for God's richest blessing 
on Pastor and people, after which the 
Lord very l!'raciouely helped our brother 
Pastor .E. Mitchell to preach a thought
ful, experimental and helpful sermon 
fr<_>m l Peter i. 6, 7 : " Wherein ye greatly 
reJoice, though now for a season, if 
need_ be, ye are ~n heaviness through 
manifold temptations; that the trial of 
your faith being much more precious 
tb.an. of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with. fire, migb.t be round unto 
praise and honour and l!'lory at the 
11,ppearing of Jesus Cb.rist." 

A snbs~ntial tea (which was given 
by the friends) was provided in the 
interval of worship, to which a large 
number sat down. 

The evening meeting was presided 
ov_er b3: Mr. Goodley, who read Pea. ciii. 
His spiritual and practical address did 
much to make the meetinl!' a success. 
Mr. W. H. Lee gave a solid and practical 
exposition of lea. xliii. 21, "This people 
1.1.&ve I form&i for Myseif; they shall 
shew forth My praise." Pastor G. 
Smith gave a good address from the 
words, ·' Rejoioe the soul of Thy 
11ervant." Each subject was well 
received, tb.e attendances were excel
l~nt, and the collections, which were 
given to tb.e Pastor, amount.ad to 
~15 o~. Sd., thus showing the spirit of 
lil>erality among the people. The 
Pastor (Mr. Chandler) then thanked 
the friends for their presence and kind
lless to him on this occasion. After 
•inging tb.e l!'rand old hymn, "All hail 
the power of Jean's name I" and the 
Doxology a very enjoyable and profit
aole evening was brought to a close. 

W.J. H. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

0AMBERWELL ASYLUM ANNIVERSARY, 

FOR seventy-three year• the Camber well 
Homes of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society have been the quiet resting
places for many of the Lord's aged poor 
in the evening-time of their lives. These 
were the first Homes opened in conneo
tion with the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society, now in the hundred and first 
year or its history. Though the sur
roundings have long since ohanged 
their character from the be11,utitul 
eylva.n retreat in which the Homes 
were firat pla.oed, and the growth of the 
oity ha.s pla.oed them now cloee to the 
inner centre of London, still the out
look is very pleasant and the Asylum is 
a beautiful rest-house for those whose 
friends have one by one passed away 
a.nd who are being left very lonely in 
the world in these the la.tter da.ys of 
their pilgrimage to that "city which 
bath foundations." To these quaint, 
but comfortable, oottagea there oome 
friends and la.dy visitors, who bring 
with their bright presence tb.e comforts 
and the oonsolatione of religion, while 
tb.e little chapel attaohed to the Homes 
provides means of gra.ce very muoh 
enjoyed by the inmates. 

The anniversa.ry iP, of course, a great 
day, and the Committee of the Camber
well Asylum are to be congratulated on 
the great success which a.ttended their 
arrangements for the seventy-third 
gathering on Thursday la.et. The day 
was beautifolly fine, and there was in 
oonseq uence an excellent attendance. 
The proceedings oommenced in the 
afternoon with a sermon in the Asylum 
Oh.ape!, delivered by Mr. J. W. Dance, 
of Leamington, from Ephes. iii. 8. Tea 
wa.e afterwards served in the quad
rangle of the Homes in the open air to 
a large number of friends. The anni
vereary meeting followed, the cha.pal 
being quite filled with friends. The 
proceedings had the advantage of the 
cha.irma.nship of Mr. John La.ne 
Densham, a nephew of Dr. Doudney, 
and himself a life-long and mo_e, 
munificent supporter of the Aged P1l· 
grime' Friend Society. It has been a 
great encouragement to the members 
of the Boa.rd of the Institution that 
Mr. Deneham bas consented to join the 
Committee, and it will doubtless be a 
great joy to Mr. Deneham to take an 
active share in the ma.nagement of an 
institution that has so long benefited 
by his benevolenoe. Saoportinl!' .Mr, 
Densha.m were Messrs. J. W. De.no~, 
Grundy, T. JoneP, T. L. Sa.pey, W. S. J. 

· Brown. A. Hayles (treasurer), EbenezTer 
Carr, J. B. Cla.yton, A. Boulden, · 
Green, and J. E. Hazelton (seoretarYl: 

Mc. W. S. J. Brown rea.d the Sor1p· 
turee and offered praye~1 after whioh 
Mr. Hazelton ma.de a brier statement ae 
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to the present position of the Sooiety 
and the Homes. 

Mr. J. L. Densham in hie opening 
addrees eaid he really oould not do 
better than quote the opening para
graphs of the report which the Secretary 
had prepared this year. They had already 
heard, he continued, somethin~ of the 
1,roportions to which the So01ety had 
now attained and how large was the 
responsibility which now rested on the 
Oommittee and the Secretary. He was 
glad to have joined the Oommittee, for 
he felt that to work for the Lord's aged 
poor was one of the things worth living 
for. 

Mr. J. W. Dance said he was delighted 
to speak for a Society that appealed so 
constantly to the Word of God, that 
Word which was precious in the lives of 
the people to help whom the Society 
came into existence. All preeent were 
bound together in practical Pympathy. 

Mr. T. Jones followed Mr. Dance, and 
said of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society and its noble, generous work 
for a hundred years that it was a 
positive proof that grace and works go 
together. It was a Society founded on 
the great principles of Divine truth. 
Mr. Jones dealt with eeveral lessons in 
the life of Elijah as indicating the 
Lord's dealings in grace with His own 
i,eople. There were the drying of the 
brook and the ceasing of the ravens to 
come. So earthly comforts were re
moved. But while there was the un
certainty of provisions there was the 
certainty of God's care. The Word of 
the Lord came, and it gave directions to 
Elijah which brought him to where the 
widow's barrel of meal and the cruse 
of oil were. God was the God of 
miraolee, and He was able to supply 
all their needs. And the widow who 
generously divided her little all between 
the prophet, herself, and her son 
realised the truth of the Word which 
told them "There is that eoattereth 
and yet increaseth." 

Meeere. Grundy and T. L. Sapey both 
addresPed helpful words to the gather
ing, after which Mr. .Ebenezer Oarr 
moved, and Mr. Green seoonded, a vote 
of thanks to the Chairman, who 
acknowledged the vote, and the proceed
ings then concluded, 

would come-h-as no toil for God was 
ever lost. .tte exhorted them to he 
faithful, for it was the faithful (not 
succeeeful) eervant who was rewarded 
with the ·• well done" of the Master. 
In the evening our brotber'R subject 
was "The fulnese of Christ" (.EpbPs. iv. 
13). There was no fulnes. but in Him: 
He was the MesRiah, the Man, God-man, 
and Mediator. In Him was fnlnees of 
redemption. In tbe afternoon a service 
for the younger folk was conducted by 
Mr. Weleford, when recitations were 
given by eeveral of the scholarP, 
followed hy an address on "The captive 
maid," At this service Mr. Chilvers and 
a nnmber of his congregation from 
"Bethesda" cheered us by their 
preeence. It is hoped that this kindn d 
spirit will ever exist between the two 
Churches. Special hymns and anthems 
were rendered throughout the day. 
reflectillg great crtdit upon the choir 
and soholarP, who, under the able 
tuition of brother S. Garrard, had 
attained a high standard of efficiency. 
Congregations were large. and colltc
tions amounted to over £8 17s. 

Th" annual treat was held on WedneE
day, July 8th. The inclemency of the 
weather prevented the children being 
taken to the meadow .J.. but through the 
kindness of Mr. R. reek the scholars 
were taken for an hour's ride to the 
outskirts of the town in covered convey
ances. Tea was served about an hour 
after returning, this being followed by 
a meeting which was addressed by 
Messre. J. Threadkell (superintendent), 
A. Forsdiok (secretary), G. Gardner, 
and G. Banks. Under the circnmstances. 
an enjoyablE' time was spent. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 
PASTOR'S ANNIVERSARY. 

THE friends at Brixton were favoured 
with very sati.factory meetings in con
nection with Mr. T. L. Sapey's first 
anniversary at Brixton, the sincere 
wi~hes of many friends for the future 
being expressed by the gladdened faces. 
of those present, 

On Sunday, the 12th July, the Pastor 
preached in the morning from Eccles. 
xi. 2 (first part), •·Give a portion to 
seven and also to eight," and in the 

ZOAR, IPSWIOH. evening the discourse was upon 1 Tiro. 
THE Sunday-school anniversary was i. 11, 12, and related more to the Gos
oelebrated on Sunday, June 21st, 1908, pel a faithful minister was entrusted 
when Pastor E.J. Welsford, of Barham, with, and of his resoonsibility being to 
preached two excellent sermons morn- God and not to m·en concerning the 
ing and evening. The morning text same. 
was 2 Chron. xv. 6, "Be ye strong," etc. On Tuesday afternoon Pastor J. E. 
The discourse was mainly for the Hazelton preaohed to the profit of the 
encouragement of "the workers to- I f M t · 13 
gether with God," who, the preacher peop e rom at · vi. · 
eaid, had many discouragements, and Mr . .Arnold_ Bouldek (oit th" hSurrey 
often felt weary in the work, but not Tabernac_ie) kind!! t?0 t e c ~ir at 
weary of it. Though no sign ot blessing the even.mg meet1~g m the unavoidable 
was forthcoming at present yet it I absence of Mr. M1llwood, and opened 
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by reading l Peter i. Mr. R. Guille 
engaged in prayer. The chairm1m con
gratulated Pastor and people on having 
lived in peace during the past year, and 
prayed for much prosperity. 

Paetor J. E. J<'legg was pleased to 
learn from brother Guille's prayer that 
the Lord's presence had been manifeeted 
in blessing during the year now closed. 
If the past year had been one of sowing 
he hoped thie next would be one of 
reaping. He then gave a good address 
from Mark ix. 41. Speaking of His 
proprietorehip, and the saved sinner's 
-0onsciousness of having received bless
ings from Him, the speaker pleaded 
with such that they should own it, 
showing how the apostle recognised the 
fruit of bis labours when he said, "They 
glorified God in me." 

Pai;tor R. Mutimer joined in con
gratulations, and hoped to eee some 
eoming ont and joining God as the 
result of the past year'e labours. He 
then took up the theme of the three 
Hebrew worthies from Dan. iii. 17, 18, 
and treated of the test their obedience 
to the God of Israel was put to, and 
how they did not flinch, but faced the 
inevitable result of their refusal to bow 
down to Nebuchadnezz,.r's idol. Such 
men as these influenced their age and 
generations afttr them, and they were 
men to follow-" Whose faith follow." 

Pastor H. Dadswell spoke from Rom. 
viii. 12, "Therefore, brethren, we are 
debtors "-words which show ue God'e 
care all the way along, the grace be
stowed, strength supplied, and Dh·ine 
help granted ; and then each day the 
debt of gratitude accumulates, but love 
does not feel the same to be a hurden 
althougJ. it can never be repaid. David 
said, "What shall I render unto the 
Lord?" and John Newton replied-

·• The best returns for one like me, 
So wretched and so poor, 

Is from His gifts to draw a plea, 
And ask Him still for more.'' 

The Pastor thanked friende on behalf 
of his wife and himself for their kind 
and loving wishes, and for the amount 
collected and given to him. He spoke 
of his desire for the coming year as ex
pressed in Psalm cxix. 37. 

HOUNSLOW (ZoAR).-The anniver
sary services in conn<JCtion with the 
Suaday-school were held on the 12th 
July. The Pastor,J. E. Flegg, preached 
a sermon to the children in the morn
ing illustrated by diagrams, which was 
appreciated by the elders as well as the 
children. The building was filled with 
children in the afternoon, when certifi
cates and pr12.es gained at the Sunday-

school Union examination were pre
sented, and an interesting address was 
given by the Pastor on the name Jesus. 
The evening discourse dealt with child 
conversion and the importance of Scrip
ture teaching. Special hymns selected 
from the Young People's Miesiou Book 
were well and heartily sung. A shadow 
was caet over the success by the ab
eence, through illne~s, of the esteemed 
snperintendent and secretary. The 
annual outing took place on the follow
ing Wednesday, when an enjoyable de.y 
wae epent by the children e.nd friends. 

ILFORD (EBENEZEB, CLEVELAND 
Ro..1.0). - Ser-,ices in connection with 
our seventy-second anniversary were 
held on Sunday, July7tb, when the late 
Pastor, Mr. J. Othen, preached morning 
and evenmg, and on the following 
Tueeday Mr. Mutimer (Brentford) 
preached at 3.30 p.m. from Eph. iii. 20, 
many of the friends testifying of the 
blessing they received. The evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr. 
Sandell, and suitable addressee were 
delivered by Messrs. Cornelius, G. 
Smith, G. Waller. The attendances 
were not quite so good as usual.-GEo. 
S. FAUNCII. 

WM, C. BODDINGTON. 
The subject of this memoir was born 

in 183i, and was nurtured and brought 
np in the Church of England ; but in 
due time, under the infl.uenoe and lead
ing of the Spirit, he was led to see 
truth as we believe and know it, Was 
baptized and joined the Chnrch at Hill
street. Being removed in Providence 
(1874) to Notting Hill Gate, he became 
united to the Church worshipping at 
Bethesda, r,;nd when the Church was in 
great trouble and there were fears of 
losing the building our brother, by 
God's grace, proved of great servioe. 
After this, being moved about a great 
deal in Providence, we lost sight of our 
friend for some years, but, ultimately 
returning to the neighbourhood, he re
joined our communion in 1899, since 
when he has been as a father in Israel 
amongst ue, and for nearly nine years 
was helped to worthily fulfil the office 
of deacon. He was a man of a very 
cheerful and loving disposition, and his 
conversation on the Lord's gracious 
dealing towards and in him was a privi
lege to listen to. He attended the Mon
day evening prayer-meeting of April 
14th and retired to rest as usual, but, 
on rising the next day, was strioken 
down, and after a few days' short but 
severe illness, during whioh he ob
tained much help from the Lord, 
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paeeed peaoefully away on April 24th. I 'jV'aB bed-ridden for two and a-half yeare 
The remains of our dear brother were before her death, but always took great 
oommitted to the dust by our brother interest in the ohapel, and weloomed 
Aokland, many friends attending to any of the Lord's people who vieited 
ehow their regard for him and deep her; also was fond of reading the 
aympathy with his dear partner in life, Psalme, Isaiah, Matthew, and the 
who desires to take thie opportunity to Epietles, which she had in large type. 
return her eincere thanks to all. We, Once Mr. H. Pearson and Mr. E. 
as a Ohuroh, have sustained a great Mitchell called to eee her. She told 
loss, though we sorrow not as thoee them she had something to read to 
without hope. The writer mourns his them, and rea.i "The steps of a good 
Sunday-sohool teaoher, as well as a man are ordered by the Lord, and He 
faithful oolleague in office. May the delighteth in his way," adding, "You 
Lord be pleased to raise up others to are both good men, and the Lord has 
take the plaoe of those thus removed. sent you here to see me." She used to 

HY. T. THISELTON. say to me, "How good the Lord is to 

MRS. MARY ANN STACE 
was born at Kennardington, Kent, on 
August 15th, 1821, and attended the 
sohool and Churoh at Warehorn, being 
confirmed at Tenterden Churoh. When 
sixteen years of age she went to live at 
Spot Honse, but when nineteen removed 
to Dover, and attended the Wesleyan 
Charch. Going home for a holiday she 
attended a revival meeting at Wood
churoh, when she felt the people had 
somethi.ag that she did not pos~ess and 
was brought into soul-trouble; but 
being asked to go to hear a farewell 
sermon at Pentside Chapel, Dover, she 
afterwards attended there, and was 
tlelivered one day while alone in her 
room. She was baptized by Mr. Austen, 
and joined the Ohuroh at Penteide, 
Dover, about the year 1843, and remained 
an honourable member for twelve 
years. She went to London to be 
married to my father, Thoe. Staoe, on 
May 11th, 1853, and lived at Bromley-by
Bow, 'rhey were very much tried in 
providence, but father was ultimately 
.appointed street-keeper for a few yeue, 
when the Inspector of Nuisanoes died, 
and he was appointed to that berth. 
They joinlld the Chnroh meeting in 
Yictoria-atreet, Shad well, under the 
pastorate of Mr. Field; but upon Mr. 
,Cousens becoming Pastor father left, 
though mother remained for thirty
eight years, during the pastorate of 
Mr. Blunt, Mr. Steed, and Mr. Waite. 

Father dying in 1890 she broke up her 
home and returned to Dover, rejoining 
the Churoh meeting at Pentside. After 
seven years, on September 29th, 1897, she 
removed to Tenterden to keep her 
brother's house, but at Christmas, 1898, 
she became too weak and feeble to do 
what was required, so I went to look 
.after them both, and we joined the 
Churoh together meeting at Jireh 
-Chapel, St. Miohael's, Tenterden, under 
the pastorate of Mr, Weeke. Mother 
'!lot being able to walk I took her down 
1n a Bath ohair when able to go, and 
many were the sweet seasons we had 
together there. In April, 1903, her 
brother died, but while he lay iU he 
made provision for her to remain in the 
cottage the remainder of her life. She 

spare you to me I" She was always a 
bright Christian and fond of singin,:. 
and would sometimes say, "1 wish I 
could sing." Being very ill in January 
last she sang the first verse of the hymn 
"Here we suffer grief and pain." When 
snffering a great deal she would say, 
"Lord, give me patience. Lord, take 
me ho!lle, I want to go home ; let me 
go." After a very restless night, about 
4.30 she became quiet. At 4.45 there 
was a change, and she gently fell asleep 
at 4.55 a.m. on May 7th, aged 86. She 
was buried on the following Wednesday 
by Mr, Weeks in the chapel yard, many 
of the friends being present, when we 
sang "For ever with the Lord " around 
the grave. M. K. STA.CE. 

PASTOR THOMAS HESSON. 
Thie aged servant of God departed to 

be "with Christ" on July Hh, after a 
brief but painful illness, borne with 
great fortitude and a humble reliance 
upon Divine graoe. 

Mr. Henson wae in his eighty-3ixth 
year, and had served the Lord from his 
youth upwards. It was about 1841 that 
he was baptized at Park Street Chapel, 
Nottingham, and joined the Scotch 
Baptist Church worshipping there. Ere 
long he became a " preachillg elder" of 
that Church, About this time he had a 
great desire to enter the foreign mission 
field, but the way was not opened. 
Instead, an in vi tat ion to undertake 
home mission work, first at Gravesend 
and afterwards at Pontypool, led to 
hie removal from Nottingham. Snb
seq uently he was for seven years Pastor 
of the little Baptist Church at Limps
field, Surrey. A period of home mission 
work in London followed, and then 
followed more pastoral work. One of 
the Chnrohes of which Mr. Henson was 
Pastor was the historio Kingsgate-street, 
or whioh, in its Eagle-atreet days, 
Joseph Ivimey (the historian of the 
Baptists) was Pastor. 

At the age of seventy-four Mr. Henson 
retired from active work, and, joining 
the Chnroh at Carmel Chapel, Woolwioh, 
threw himself heartily into the work 
there so long associated with the dis
inter~eted labours of Mr. and Mrs. 
Da.ynes Wood. Ae time went on he 
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bees.me a. welcome supply among our 
Churches, a.nd bis deep, experimental 
preaching wa.s blessed to many. From 
his earliest year• be ba.d been a.n earnest 
etudent of the Scripturee, a.nd a.s years 
went by be bad a.n increa.eing rea.lisa.
tion of the doctrines of grace a.nd a firm 
hold of the Word of God in a.II itH 
fulness. He will be greatly misaed in 
our Churches by both young a.nd old, 
by whom he wa.s much loved, and his 
translation to higher •ervice leaves a 
~ap on earth which will not be easily 
filled. 

One of our Pastors, who knew him 
intimately, writes: - '· Mr. Henson'd 
minietry wa.s cba.ra.cterised by the 
insight of the expositor, the force of the 
logician, the fervour of the evangelist, 
and the va.thos of the sufferer. '£here 
were times when bis prayers proved 
peculia.rly helpful by their deep rever
ence, wide sympathy, a.nd earnest 
plea.ding- of the Divine promise•. His 
presence in the pulpit or on the plat
form was a.n asaurance tha.t the hr,a.rers 
would not be affronted by triviality of 
thought or frivolity of spirit. His 
uniform example wa.s calculated to 
impress his younger brethren with a 
sense of the serious nature and solemn 
issues of their high vocation. His 

bluntness of speech a.nd 
manner towards men of 
gushing professions and 
effusive epithets recalls 
the discriminating criti
cism in the interesting 
Memoirs of the late John 
Hazelton (p. 194:), But 
to those who were privi
leged with his oonfidenoe 
there was revealed the 
rare combination of the 
feminine heart with the 
masculine head, The 
writer has often noticed 
the moistened eye and the 
quivering lip a•, sitting 
in the study at Charlton, 
the veteran of many a. 
ha.rd fight has ra.llied his 
fainting comrade, and 
comforted him with the 
comfort wherewith he 
himself had been com
forted of God. 

" Our departed friend 
wa.e eminently gifted 
with 'the pen of a ready 
writer,' and, like the in
spired Psalmist, he used 
it to transcr1be 'the 
things he ha.d made 
touching the King.' 
During the previous 
editorship of the' E. V. &: 
G. H.' Mr. Henson was 
a frequent contributor 
to its pa.gee. A series of 
pa.pere on 'The BaptiPm ' 
and 'The Temptation of 

Cfirist,' 'Jesus the Questioner' and 
'J eaua the Healer,' ministered to the 
edification of a large circle of discern
ing believers. Vigorous thought was 
expressed in graceful diction, thus 
supplying at once discipline for the 
reader's mental powers and gratification 
of his literary tastes." 

As Pastor E. White remarked, in 
cond uJting the burial service, the 
truths our friend preached were the, 
source of hie strength while living, 
and the Pupport of hie weaknesa when 
dying. In the midst of excruciating 
pain he observed, in reply to hie wife's, 
distressful query, "Why does the Lord 
permit you to suffer rn? "· '' Since He 
wills it so, it mnet be best.'' He ever
avowed himself " a sinner saved by 
sovereign grace," and as suoh-
" Fearless He entered Jordan'" flood; 

At peace with heaven he closed his eyes;. 
His only trust was Jesu's blood, 

In sure and certain hope to rise."-Kent. 
At the interment in Charlton Ceme· 

tery Pa.store J. Wilson (represen_ting 
the Free Church Ministers of Woolw1oh), 
J. Seeley, a.nd W. H. Rose took part. and 
there were present deacons and frie_nds 
from our Churches at Gravesend. H.1oh· 
mond, New Crose, Lewisham, Wilton 
Square, Woolwioh, and Highbury. 



" @'tt1tJ3ht ofi tl,~ Jord.'' 
EPISODEH IN THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF 

EDWARD DINHAM (CONCLUDED). 

TRANSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR OF "A MEMOIR OF RICHARD KNIGHT.'' 

"Would you be young again? So would not I; 
One tear to memory given, onward I'd hie 
Life's dark flood forded o'er, all but at rest on shore; 
Say, would you plunge once more, with Home so nigh? 

If you might, would you now retrace your way ? 
Wander through stormy wilds, faint and astray? 
Night's gloomy watches fled, morning all beaming red ; 
Hope's smiles around us shed-Heavenward away! 

Where are those loved ones now, our joy and delight ? 
Dear and more dear, though now hidden from sight ! 
Where they rejoice to be, there is the land for me; 
Fly Time, fly speedily, come Life and Light! " 

-LADY NAIRNE, in her 76th year. 

WE now proceed to bring these papers to a close by presenting 
some incidents in the closing days of our late friend. Let us 
call them 

SUNSET SCENES. 

A godless old man is a sad and solemn sight. The associates 0£ 
his younger days are dead, or powerless to cheer hin1 by their 
companionship. The world has passed him by and the lust-or 
desire-thereof. The present has lost its power to interest him ; 
the past is charged with mournful memories; the future is filled 
with apprehensions of evil. Oh, it is terrible to be drawing to the 
close of life's little day if "without Christ " and " having no hope." 

Old age, however, presents much that is consolatory to those 
who have "received the end of their faith, even the salvation of 
their souls.'' Their struggles and sorrows are mainly behind them, 
while before them shines what the Apocrypha calls " a hope full of 
immortality." They are grateful to have lived, since by grace life 
has been very sweet and they contemplate the great impending 
change in sure and certain hope that He that has guided them by His 
counsels will assuredly receive them into glory when their travelling 
days are over (Wisdom iii. 4). 

These reflections are suggested by a retrm,peet of our personal 
intercourse with Edmund Dinham at the period referred to. 

We first met him in the vestry of Jireh Chapel, East Road, after 
a public meeting. He was introducing to his friends his second 
wife, whom he had recently married. Very kindly were the con
gratulations of the brethren John Hazelton, Thomas Rtringer, 
Thomas Stead, W. Lodge, and R. A. Lawrence, all of wh0m are 
now in the Homeland. His joy was great as he extolled the 
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goodness of his God in his own enthusiastic way, and, if we 
smiled, it was in a spirit of pure sympathy and respect. Shortly 
afterwards it was my privilege to return thanks at one of my 
frequent visits to Keppel Street Chapel, on the occasion of his 
little son being brought to the chapel for the first time. 

In March, 1879, my pastorate at Keppel Street commenced, and 
he thus became a member of my much-loved Church. I was soon 
told some particulars of his history and the trials he had under
gone nineteen years before for his calm adherence to what he 
indisputably believed to be God's truth on the disputed matter 
we ha,·e referred to. How lovingly and loyally he had attached 
himself to my honoured predecessor, Samuel Milner, all dwelt 
on with pleasure, and especially I was informed that when, on 
his resignation, a pecuniary testimonial was presented by the 
Church and congregation to their beloved minister, amid the 
large sums liberally contributed, the largest had been that of our 
dear old friend. 

We soon became intimate. Though of great age, his three 
little childi•en loved him dearly, and their " dad" was the object 
of their admiration. 

He was an exceptionally· interesting conversationalist, and 
extremely fond of relating his reminiscences of the past. Gadsby, 
Warburton and Kershaw were his ideal preachers, and sermons 
from their lips which had been blessed to him were among his 
most hallowed memories. The name of William Tite, however, 
was of all others the dearest to him, as his lines to his dear friend's 
memory testify :-

" To THE MEMORY of William Tite, twenty-five years Pastor of 
the Strict and Particular Baptist Church at Potton, Beds, who 
departed this life April 17th, 1861. 

"Of aspect stern, but loving, bold, upright 
In truth and love was gracious William Tite; 
A man who dared be honest, though he knew 
He would find find .favour but with very few. 
By grace the truth he loved, the truth he preached, 
And now his bliasful home in heaven has reached." 

A GOOD CONSCIENCE. 

All who are acquainted with the works of William Huntington 
must have bRen struck with the importance he attaches to the 
voice of conscience in men. Not only does the word occur with 
frequency in his pages, but again and again he enforces the sub
ject on his readers. 

Edmund Dinham, though a Baptist, was largely associated 
with the followers of this great man in the days of his first love, 
and perhaps, through their influence, to preserve "a conscience 
void of offence" was to him a paramount consideration as a godly 
man. He never wearied of telling the following story. 

In our volume for 1907, page 325, we related that he was 0~1ce 

ensnared with a passion for speculation which nearly ruined !um. 
Years afterwards he renounced the advantages of a perfectly 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 263 

honourablo investment for Christian principle. He had become 
the proprietor of sundry shares in, we believe, the London and 
North-Western Railway, the dividends of which were all that 
could be desired. One Sabbath, however, on returning from 
chapel, the noise of a passing train attracted his attention. He 
reflected how wrong it was thus to make a profit of Sunday labour, 
and censured himself :for his participation in what he could but 
feel to be wrong. 

On the following day he therefore called on his broker, whom 
he told that he wished to part with his shares. On this he 
insisted, though warned that the time happened to be unfavour
able, and that he had far better defer doing as he desired for the 
time. He was, however, inflexible, and at once, though at con
siderable foss, carried out his purpose. 

This he never regretted, for in after years he observed that 
from that time the Lord most markedly favoured him in Providence, 
and that, like the gracious man of the first Psalm, " whatsoever he 
did, prospered." Thus his sacrifice for conscience sake was 
followed by a rich reward. 

SERVING THE CHURCH. 

The duty of the " messengers '' who are deputed to see those 
who are desirous of becoming m.embers of a Church and report to 
the rest, is often, in the present day, discharged in anything but 
a gracious and wise manner. The interview is deferred to the 
last, and sometimes hurriedly held in a pew in an empty and dark 
chapel, when the discomfort of the circumstances precludes appli
cants from telling with ease and pleasure what the Lord has done 
for their souls. 

Not so was our old friend's idea of this important act of 
service. In 1879 a young man and his wife were the first to join 
the Church at Keppel Street after our acceptance of the pastorate, 
and brother Dinham was deputed to act as their senior messenger. 
He accordingly invited them to tea on a given afternoon, set them 
at ease by his kindly gener-al talk, and tried to interest them by 
showing them his curious collection of shells-conchology being 
his hobby-especially one that twisted in a different way from the 
common, and like which, as he believed, tliere was but one other 
in the world. From the wonders of God in nature to His wonders 
in grace was an easy transition, and he told them of the way in 
which he himself had been brought to God. When, therefore, 
they had to relate the story of the,i,r call by grace to hin1, all sense 
of embarrassment was gone. They spoke freely, with grateful 
and glowing hearts, and to this day, after twenty-nine years, they 
recall that happy and holy evening with sacred delight.,:, 

TO THE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS GRACE. 

A story of his younger days which he then related is worth 
recording. Soon after he first professed to be a follower of Jesus 

* Our friend, Mr. Harold Cooper, of Bexhill-on-Sea, to whom tho above · 
refers, in a recent letter kindly confirms what is there stated. 
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he was invited to a social party, at which, no doubt, "jokes went 
round, and careless chat,'' and all who could sing, contributed to 
the common enjoyment. Challenged to oblige the rest, he assented, 
but chose the hymn of Charles Pa.ice, which, we have before stated, 
was so great a favourite with him,-
" Ah, but for free aud sovereign grace I still had been estranged from 

God, 
Till hell had been the destined place of my deserved but dread abode." 

What followed we do not know, but it was a brave act of 
testimony on the part of a young man to the sovereign goodness of 
his Heavenly Father. 

SCRIPTURAL PHRASEOLOGY. 
It was his conviction that as far as possible the truths of 

revelation should be expressed in words which God had Himself 
used. He did not, indeed, go to the lengths of some/ but one of 
his peculiarities we well remember. We read that Jesus, when 
He died on the cross, "gave up the ghost." From this he 
inferred that the expression " the Holy Ghost " was impermissible, 
.and when Bishop Ken's doxology was sung, always rendered the 
closing line, "Praise Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,'' giving all 
possible emphasis to the last word. We did not share his scruples, 
though more than once he sought to convince us that he was 
right; while we respected the adherence to principle which 
characterised his whole life. 

"ONE OF THE RHYMING RAcE.''-Henry Kirke White. 

Like many who were directly or indirectly under Huntington's 
influence, he, though no poet, loved to express his thoughts in 
metrical form. "List to a verser "-to quote George Herbert's well
known words-might have been applied to him. We give three 
specimens. The first describes the influence of a child's pretty 
ways:-

To RHODA. 
My dear little Rhoda, like carbon of soda, she takes from my temper all 

aeid-
Such sweet effervescence takes place through her presence as cools me 

down quiet and placid. 
THE BAROMETER. 

Pasted at the baclc of one which was sent as a wedding present. 

Through heat and cold tenacious hold, :l,lld strive through life together, 
With heart and eye above the sky, no matter what the weather. 

When falls the glass, then think, alas ! how low by sin our fall is, 
And when 'tis high, then Jesus eye, for He arose for all His. 

No wind can blow, or frost or snow, or thaw or rain or moonshine, 
Till He command; we'll therefore stand and wait on Him for sunshine. 

The last is suggestive of the "Richard and Kate" of Robert 

* Thus our late friend Nathaniel Oakey, the father of the justly
celebrated glee-writer, would never employ such terms as the" Trinity," 
"verbal inspiration,·• a "Di vine agent," a "covenant office,"" the sove-
reignty of God," etc., etc. · 
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Bloomfield, the rural poet of Ruffolk. We present some extrar,t8 
only:--

RETROSPECTION ; 

Or, our wedcling day recalled after fifty years of married Life. 
To rny beloved wife. 

And now, old doar, the way seems clear, we'll ride away together, 
'l'hanking the Lord who does afford such bright and cheering weather. 
Down to the boat we'll get afloat-to Putney go by water, 
Where Dad, so kind, then with us dined, and paid at the "Star and 

Garter."* 
So off we went with full intent, and soon the steamer boarded-
Reached Chelsea Reach, where, 'bove the beach, the old square town 

afforded 
Mem'ries of fifty years gone by, where we our troth first plighted, 
We thanked and blessed the T..ord for why we truly were united, 
And joined in heart and joined in mind. The retrospect delighted
Refreshment took about the nook where lirst we dined-united. 

THE LAND OF BEl'LAH. 

In all our language no record of the peace and calm of a 
Ohristful old age is perhaps so striking as Bunyan's description of 
"the country of Beulah,'' "whose air was very sweet and pleasant,'' 
where "the pilgrims heard continually the singing of birds"
" saw every day the flowers appear in the earth, and heard the 
voice of the turtle in the land." Here, assuredly, our friend was 
privileged to tarry before he left us. 

To the question, "how he was,'' he always replied, "Among 
the middlings ; a good place for an old man ; " while his comment 
on the news of current events which friends might relate, invari
ably was, "Ah, well, 'the Lord reigneth,' '' and in this his mind 
evidently rested. 

He dwelt much on Dr. Ryland's hymn,!' Ah, I shall soon be 
dying," in which death and glory are anticipated, and at times 
would sing it in low murmuring tones with evident enjoyment, to 
"Wittemberg '' from the Union Tune Book. Thus quietly passed 
life's evening hours. 

THE HOME-GOING. 

Dr. Guthrie, when very near his end, is related to have begged 
his daughter to sing a bairn's song to him, and in such children's 
hymns as " Around the throne of God in heaven,'' " Here we 
suffer,'' and " There is a happy land,'' his tired spirit found its 
final solace. So was it with our friend. On the Lord's-day which 
preceded his death we paid him our final visit. Too weak to rise 
he lay quietly in bed, and after grasping our hand most kindly, 
seemed to forget our presence, and began to repeat Mary Lundie 
Duncan's evening hymn composed in 1839 for the use of her own 
two little girls. One verse he reiterated with evident delight-

" Let my sins be all forgiven, bless the friends I love so well, 
Take me, when I die, to heaven, happy there with Thee to dwell." 

* This was the hotel so named at Putney, not the more famous estab
lishment at Richmond. They had been married early in their Parish 
Church, dissenting marriages not then being legal. 
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These were the last words we heard from him on earth. 
Thus we close our portrayal of a saint of former days. In 

many ways his ideas were not ours, yet in all that was essential 
his was a religion to live and die on. By God's good favour may 
it be that of both the writer and all his readers. 

His Memorial Card, which has no black border, reads thus :-

"' Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.' 
In loving remembrance of Edmund Dinham, who quietly fell asleep 
in Jesus, February 15th, 1886, in his 90th year. Interred in High
gate Cemetery, London.'' 

MEN AND NOT ANGELS THE OBJECTS OF REDEMPTION. 
A SERMON BY CHARLES HILL.* 

"For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on Him 
the seed of Abraham."-Hebrews ii. 16, 

Tms passage occurs in the course of a discussion on the superiority 
of the Christian dispensation to the Jewish economy. A disparag
ing comparison had evidently been instituted between these to the 
prejudice of the former. The principal argument for the pleaded 
inferiority of Christ to angels seems to have been that He was a 
man. This fact the Apostle concedes, but denies the conclusion 
drawn from it ; and he proceeds to prove that manhood in connec
tion with Christ and His great work was elevated to a pqsition of 
honour and glory to which angels never had advanced, and to which 
there is no possibility of their advancing or being uplifted. 

It introduces to us matters that are confessedly mysterious. 
Mysteries are things that belong to God alone. No man can 

originate a mystery, and it is certain no man can explain it, because 
it would cease to be one if such an elucidation could be given. But 
faith believes what reason cannot understand. Faith recognises 
and believes all that He has said, and though it cannot comprehend 
the why and wherefore of a great deal of it, it grasps the testimony 
and replies, " The language is true and it shall be performed.'' 

The statement of the text the Apostle elsewhere describes as the 
greatest of all mysteries. " Great is the mystery of godliness : God 
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up 
into glory." 

lVe are saved by mysteries. We live in the midst of them, but 
we live in hope of by-and-bye climbing the hill of life, and in the 
light 0£ the futme world reading the mysteries of this present one, 

* Preached in April, 1875, at the forty-fifth Anniversary of Bethesda 
Chapel, Ipswich. It was considered one of the best of the great preacher's 
pulpit efforts; and a report of it, furnished by an amateur, was printed 
and obtained a large circulation. This, however, contained man:y obvio?s 
inaccuracies, a few of which were corrected by the preacher himself in 
our copy in 1891. Some, however, remain, which it is not in our power to 
rectify.-EDITOR, 
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and being able to say with full intelligence, " Great and mar
vellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy 
ways, Thou King of saints." 

I now wish to bring three points under your notice. Firstly, 
lhe proclaimed fact, the incarnation of the Son of God; secondly, 
the purpose involved ; and thirdly, the preference so sovereignly 
manifested, namely, that He took on Him, not the nature of angels; 
but the nature or the seed of Abraham. He might have reversed it 
had He pleased; but it was not His pleasure-He did not do the 
one, He did do the other. We have facts not fiction to deal with 
here, and the fact is one affording strength and comfort to all who, 
feeling the preciousness of the truth, give the glory to God in the 
person and through the merits of His Son Jesus Christ. 

I.-THE PROCLAIMED FACT, and we want to be impressed with 
the thought that it is a fact. Many sacred things are treated as if 
they were fictitious, and as if the object preachers had in view in 
bringing others under religious influences was a sordid one, as if 
there was a great deal of priestcraft in it, a great deal of man and 
very little-hardly any-of God. 

But those who have thought only a little upon the early history 
of religion in our world, cannot for a moment entertain ideas c,f this 
kind. 

The progress of religion has ever been one of triumph, a march 
of conquest of the Truth over error, of what is grandly right over 
that _which is wrong. It has ever gone onwn.rd; it has never 
retraced its steps, and never will. It is destined to go on till the 
goal is reached. The darkness has been driven back. Millions of 
human beings have experienced the truth and power of Divine 
revelation. Satan's bands have been wrenched off. The dark gates 
of everln.sting perdition have been barred by the Redeemer's cross 
against the entrance of immortal blood-bought souls. Human 
beings who once wetted their couch with tears, and laboured hard 
with longing desires, battled with the world, and did what was 
right, leaving the issues with God-these have all entered the 
Glory world. Ever is the number swelling. The fringe of the 
glory garment of immortalised saved spirits is widening its range 
9-ay by day, hour by hour, until by-and-bye the world shall be 
covered with the Christianity of Jesus Christ, and men, whether 
saved or unsaved, will alike confess its glory to His praise and to 
His Father's glory. 

This great fact stands in the Incarnation of Christ, which is not 
simply a myth or the dream of _delirious fancy. It is not something 
the imagination has conceived. It is a living, positive, undeniable 
fact and truth. Jesus Christ is just what the Scriptures declare 
Him to be-the only Christ God ever made, or ever will make. He 
is the Master-piece of God's creative Spirit, the great fountain in 
which all the resources of God are stored, the great store-room to 
which the needy, hungry spirits of guilty millions will come to find 
their all and their happiness for ever. 

He became man and did not assume the garment of humanity. 
This He did many times before He was a man, arraying Himself in 
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a human form and figure long before He claimed human nature for 
Himself. 

In the days long past He put it on for purposes benevolent and 
merciful and connected with His mediatorial kingdom. In olden 
time, when He designed to succour His tried and persecuted peofle, 
He put on the garment of manhood and stepped from His glory 
world and wrapped the arms of His protection around them and 
they passed through the flames unhurt, and savage wild beasts had 
their mouths closed. In the form of man He held transient fellow
ship with man, assuming the garments for the purpose and then 
laring them on one side. But He has now become man ever to re
main a man, never to put those garments from Him again. Thus 
br His Incarnation He put an honour and glory upon manhood 
which it could never have otherwise possessed. 

The cradle was the fulfilment of Divine prophecy. The first 
ray or streak of light that came to this sin-stricken world, this 
howling wilderness, centred in the cradle of our immortal Christ. 
The first sweet, soul-comforting voice of prophecy pointed to the 
Virgin's child, which possessed power sufficient to crush the old 
serpent and rescue fallen man. 

Hence the poet declares Him to have been 

"No leas almighty at His birth than on His throne supreme; 
His shoulders held up heaven and earth while Mary held up Him." 

His was an infant's hand, but all things were within its grasp. 
Some, with this day in view, wrote with clearness and force, 

showing that they beheld beforehand the wondrous sight and 
listened to the song of the angel band announcing that the long
expected One had come. He, therefore, who occupied the manger 
was He of whom the prophets spoke, the long promised Messiah. 
They pointed to that rude manger, and there the word of Divine 
truth was accomplished by the Incarnation of the Son of God. 

It is also the consummation of the Divine promise. We always 
live under a promise. Our world has always lived under a promise, 
and do what we may we cannot get beyond the range of Divine 
promises. It is pleasing to us to meditate upon that promise that 
wherever we may be, and whatever our condition, we are living 
under the promise of the benediction of heaven. 

The ancient world lived under the promise of the coming of 
Christ, but under a different aspect. They looked for Him who 
should save His people from their sins-we look for Him who has 
saved us and shall come and gather His saved ones in His arms, 
and bring in the day of vengeance and fulfil the second mission 
deputed to Him by His God. 

That ancient promise extended to all that in those far-off days 
lived and died in faith. It was their strength in affliction, their 
eonsolation in sorrow, their stimulus to fear and trust in God and 
do the right. On it they laid their hand when they passed 
triumphant out of the world. And in the "Infant of days" in 
the rude manger we see the consummated promise of Him who 
speaks and it is done. 



AND GOSPEL HEH.ALI>. 2G9 

We here see also a Divine answer to the many prayers that had 
been presented in the days of old. Many people disregard, as 
having no influence upon God, the prayers of His people while 
here below ; but we must pay but slight attention to the history 
of the Old Testament if we fail to notice the early cries of the 
Jewish heart after the coming Messiah. How often did the people 
wait and say, "We have waited for Thy salvation, our souls long 
for Thy salvation," or " Show us Thy salvation. We have waited 
for the fulfilment of the promise. Its benediction and glory are 
the only things that can satisfy our hearts.'' These prayers God 
heard as they rolled upward to His throne, year after year, falling, 
as they did, from the lips of hoary seers, and coming, as they did, 
from good men and women when in the cold embrace of the last 
great enemy. By-and-bye God flung back the gates of the glory 
world, and a voice was heard, "Lo ! Lo ! I come to do Thy will, 
to take the body that is prepared for Me, to clothe Myself in clay. 
I come in answer to what My servants have said, to endorse all 
their statements, to be God's Son, and the Son of l\Ian with the 
double name graven on My brow in truthful appellation to }ly
self." Thus, to vindicate the veracity and maintain the fair repute 
of those who aforetime predicted His advent, He came as Jesus, 
·' the Son of Man,'' to save His people from their sins. 

(To be continued.) 

"DON'T ORY. HE ISN'T DEAD YET.'' 

A STORY FOR THE BAIRNS. BY THE EDITOR. 

NEARLY fi:fty years ago, when I was very young I was an Assistant 
Master or Usher in a a Boarding School at Holloway, London. My 
employer was a Christian gentleman who, with his wife, was very 
kind to me, and I spent three very happy years with them. You 
may be sure that I regarded them with great respect, and that I 
grew quite to love their two little girls-Lizzie, who was five years 
old, and Hannah, who was three. 

Lizzie was a tender-hearted child-very loving when she trusted 
you, but bashful, and little things frightened her and made her shy. 

Hannah was quite different-a bold, brave little thing, who 
seldom made a trouble of anything, and always looked on the bright 
side of things. 

One Sunday their mother read them an account of a very nice 
little boy. 

Now in those days, good children in story books who were 
proper and pious, and hardly ever did what was wrong, were gener
ally represented as falling sick and dying when they were quite 
young. So in this story. The good boy became very ill and died 
-and there was a picture of a churchyard and his grave at the end 
of it ; and when you were told that he was so bad that he could not 
leave his bed-you knew what was coming. 

80 Lizzie thought, and her kind little heart was touched, and 
s 
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she began to sob. But Hannah was hopeful that after all he might 
get well again ; and that it was, therefore, too soon to mourn over 
what might not happen. So she bade her sister wait till they knew 
the worst, and I have never forgotten the words she used :-

" DON'T CRY, LIZZIE, HE ISN'T DEAD YET." 

Now Jean Ingelow-a poetess of whom I am very fond-has 
said-

"0 the blessed and wise little children ; 
What wonderful things they say ! " 

And I have often thought how much there was in this baby child's 
little speech; and I have frequently repeated it both to children 
and grown up people. 

I. 
It has taught me that we should not cry till we kn::>w that things 

are really such as we should cry about. 
When I was a teacher I knew boys who would cry because I set 

them a difficult sum or gave them a hard lesson. How silly. T-R-Y, 
try, is better than c-R-Y, cry, any day-and we never know what we 
can do until we make the attempt. Children who often say "I 
can't '' are not those I love best. I see that Dr. Doudney's splendid 
book, " Try and Try Again," can still be bought ; and I wish that 
some friends would give copies to all my young readers.''' They 
would then learn not to sit down and cry because some things could 
not be done-but to try-and then, perhaps, they would have no 
cause to cry at all. 

II. 
Again. Little Hannah's wise words teach us not to fret as if we 

were quite sure that something sad would happen. Many people 
make themselves unhappy about troubles that are never to come to 
them. They fear that sad things will befall them, till they almost 
cry about their fancied troubles. Jacob did so when he persuaded 
himself that he should never see Joseph's face again-though he 
lived to say, "I had not thought to see thy face; and lo, God hath 
showed me thy seed." David did so when he exclaimed, "I shall 
one day perish by the hand of Saul ; " but he lived to be king, and 
did not die till he was very old. 

So many a girl when about to leave home for the first time has 
cried because she feared that no one would be good to her ; and 
many a boy has dreaded to go among strangers for the same reason. 
So I would say, "Don't cry, Mary"-" Don't be down-hearted, 
Johnny.'' There are lots of kind people in the world. 

So these little children were like two sorts of people we often 
meet with. Some are sure that the worst will happen, others 
always hope for the best. 

III. 
Hannah's droll little speech has suggested another subject. 

What this is I can best tell you by relating another child's story. 

* See our publisher's advertisement on the cover. 
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A lady who had a little daughter, was once in great trouble 
which made her cry very sadly. As she sobbed and wept, the child 
looked at her in surprise, For she could not make out why a grown 
up person should shed tears in that way. Presently she said:-

" Mother, why are you crying so? Is God dead?" 
This helped the poor lady once more to do as Paul did, and "to 

trust in the living God." 
No one who can call Jesus Christ a Saviour and friend should 

yield to dark and sad thoughts. 
Sometimes when I visit a Sunday School, I see a girl with a 

black frock on, or a boy with a crape band round his left arm. 
This means that someone has died who was near and dear to them 
-perhaps their mother or their father. 0, how sad this must have 
made them; and when the coffin was carried away to be buried, no 
one would have said "Don't cry." 

Yet, if God's grace had" taught their souls to pray;" if they 
had been led to " cast their care " on the dear Saviour-and if they 
had learned how kind He is, not only to save us from our sins but 
to help us in our sorrows, then I think I should have said-

" Don't cry, as you are doing. Perhaps you have lost some
one you loved very dearly. Perhaps misfortune has come to you, 
and you have had to leave a bright home-perhaps your dear 
father has 'lost his place, and is so short of money that he can hardly 
get you necessary food-perhaps your mother is so ill that she can
not do what she used in days gone by-for I have known all these 
things happen to children I was interested in-yet I would say, 
much as little Hannah did :-

" I am very sorry for your troubles, but Jesus is I!Ot dead, 
but alive for evermore-and He loves to be the Friend of all who, 
as Kate Staines has taught us, " roll their way upon the Lord " 
,(Psa. xxxvii. 5, margin). Don't cry, therefore, but as she has so 
nicely put it :-

" Cast upon Him all thy t'lare, doubting not or fearful 
Of His willingness to share all that makes thee tearful ; 
Of His sympathy Divine in thine hour of sadness, 
He w,ho sends these cares of thine sends thy joy and gladness." 

THE RAINBOW. 

RADIANT bow in the clouds above, 
Beautiful emblem, the sign of God's love, 
Tenderly bathed in the sunlight of day, 
Mercy here shines forth in glorious array. 

Shine in thy splendour, covenant bow, 
Sunshine and showers thy glory bestow ; 
Blessed reminder, God's word shall prevail ; 
Seedtime and harvest never shall fail. 

Shine in thy glory, visible sign; 
Messenger thou of mercy divine ; 
Silent, yet eloquent, token of grace, 
God tl1rough the ages still holds thee in space. 

Coggeshall. "ALICIA." 
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KINDNESS, A WOMAN'S TALK ON A GREAT SUBJECT. 

BY CLARISSA. 

"BE ye kind " is the pathetic exhortation of the Apostle Paul to 
the Church at Ephesus; and the injunction is to-day as needful as 
it was then. 

Kindness is a tender word. Its echo thrills the heart ; for we 
all, more or less, have felt its subtle power. 

To define it is difficult. It adds beauty to character as sun
shine beautifies a landscape. It is to life what fragrance is to 
flowers. It has a gladdening music, like the song-birds of spring. 
It is as gentle and reviving as is the summer breeze to toilers in the. 
murky city. 

Many whom we know are just, conscientious, and strenuous in 
doing what they deem the right; who yet manifest little or none 
0£ it. Their charity is cold as ice, and their pity £rigid and without 
emotion. No gentle glances proceed from their eyes. Their words 
lack the melody which gives its own charm to the accents and 
actions of those who have learned the art 0£ speaking wise words in 
a gentle way. 

Some are naturally kind. They seem born to. say and .do. 
what makes other people happy. Like sunshine aftei· rain, they 
dispel the gloom. Their very footfall is the earnest of -renewed 
hope. Chilled hearts are cheered by their genial ·wa'rmth, and the
downcast, discouraged and disappointed, are helpecl., by, their 
spontaneous sympathy. 

So as the violet is created to shed its fragrance around; or the 
lark formed to make the morning melodious with its inspiring 
song ; these seem to be sent into the world as boons and blessings 
to others. 

In others the kindness they manifest has been acquirea, .and is. 
the result of self-discipline and effort. Adversity has many l~ssons 
to impart, and one surely is the obligation to ex~end to -others the
sympathy we have proved to be so precious and helpful in our own 
seasons of sorrow. A night-light is prized by a sleepless sufferer. 
A friend's arm is a boon when we are weak and weary. And .. those 
who have proved this will not leave others in the darkness during 
the dreary vigils of the night ; or permit one to whom every step 
is an effort to walk alone without kindly aid. 

Thus Virgil represents his heroine as assuring the shipwrecked 
men to whom she was so kind that" not being unacquainted with 
misfortune, she had learned to succour the distresses of others." 

"I, once an alien in a land unknown, 
Have learued to pity woes so like my own." 

-Dryden. 

"Sweet," then, "are the uses of adversity" if it teaches us through
our own experience of the value of kindness, to show it to others. 

Often, too, when "the kindness and love of God " toward 
favoured sinners have appeared, Paul's monition to "be kind". is. 
laid with gr.eat force on the heart. "Thy gentleness,'' said David,. 
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'' bath made me great," and Divine gentleness when experienced, 
corrects the hard selfishness to which, alas, we are all too prone and 
renders us gentle in disposition and conduct. What nature with
held, grace often supplies. The fact that the love of God has 
enthroned itself in the bosom, is made known by the new-born kind
ness of speech and action. Thus, even strangers to the grace of 
God will say of one who has " passed from death to life," " How 
much nicer she is; she is not like the same person." 

Kindness in its very nature is practical. It does not waste its 
energy in honeyed words, but expresses itself in actions often so 
unobtrusively performed that their generosity and timeliness are 
unobserved, yet lives are made happier thereby. .Mere gush and 
affected. politeness it abhors. Noiseless movements, quiet entrances, 
the touch of gentle ha:ids, words few but fitting and spoken softly, 
characterise its ministry. 

Kindness is discriminating and acts with studious regard to the 
character of others. A word may cruelly wound one heart which 
would have no effect on another of less susceptibility. It therefore 

. studies repression and knows the time to keep silence as well as the 
time when it is wise to speak. 

The silence of kindness was beautifully exemplified in the atti
tude 9f Job's three friends when they sat down in the dust with 
him ai:id-wept,. but "none spake a word unto him, for they saw that 
his grief w,as very great.'' 

Tw9 ,Cfaistian friends, it is said, paid visits of condolence to a 
young. widow a · few hours after her husband died. One talked 
theology, quoted hymns, and bade her be resigned. The other 
gently held 'her trembling hand and simply said, " Poor dear." Yet 
the last' proved the true comforter. "I could not bear to be talked to 
then," she afterwards said, "but his silent kindness spoke to my 
heart a,nd helped me to shed my first tear.'' 

Ki'ndness is· invested with high moral dignity and authority. Its 
power ov;er.h~arts is very great. Hence we read of a good wife 
ruling her h9usehold by it-not by her position as its mistress ; or 
by her au~hority as having a right to command and be obeyed. Far 
different and more powerful is the sceptre she wields in· the little 
realm over which she reigns. "In her lips is the law of 
kindness.'' 

" She does a thousand kindly things that no one knows ; 
A loving woman's heart she brings to human woes ; 
And to her face tho sunlight clings wherc'er she goes." 

(To be concluded in 01w ne.i;t.) 

DEVIL'S PRoVIDENCEs.-What some might call providential 
openings are sometimes hellish temptations. The heart cries, 
"Here is a way opened before me," though, perhaps, it should not 
be trodden, but rejected. Such was the ship which Jonah '' found 
going to Tarshish" (Jonah i. 3)-a temptation of the devil's 
in the disguise of a providence of God's.-0. H. S. 
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NEARER HOME. 

Bv THE LATE JonN HAZELTON. 
•· Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed."-Rom. xiii, 11. 

Tms affirmation of Paul's is true in several senses. Of these we 
will notice four. 

Our salvation is nearer than when we first believed IN POINT oF 
PREPARATION. The work of the Spirit in the heart is a progressive 
work. \\Te have less to live for than we had twenty years ago. 
Our hold upon the world is not so tight as it once was many years 
ago. ·we have discovered, in a measure, its hollowness. We have 
been sorely tried, and our afliictions have been sanctified; and 
some of you, I have heard express yourselves in this way-

.. Weary of self, the world, e.nd sin, 
Dear Jesus, set me free." 

Brethren, if afflictions are sanctified, and our losses and crosses 
are made profitable to us by the Spirit and the presence of God, we 
are, if I may so speak, better prepared for our full salvation than 
we were when we first believed. Well, death or some sharp trials 
,vill probably come again, and it may be, I shall hear some of you 
say, when a beloved one is dying or dead beside you, I have now 
less to live for than I had. Another tie that bound me to the earth 
is broken. Last year one gave way, and the year before, another, 
and soon I think I shall feel as if I had nothing on the earth to live 
for but God, and communion with Him. Oh that we may be ripe ! 
Oh that we may be ready ! Oh that we may be wholly prepared to 
lay down our life, to breathe our souls into the Master's hand at 
the appointed time ! :M.ay the Lord prepare us by His grace, His 
Spirit, and His precious blood, to meet Himself in death and in 
glory. 

Then, IN POINT OF EXPECTATION, "our salvation is nearer than 
when we believed.'' We had once many expectations, and they 
were exceedingly warm, lively, and high; but much of the good 
which we then expected we never obtained, and it is as far off 
apparently as ever ; but the heaven and the perfection which we 
then expected are still certain and, unlike almost all other good, they 
are nearer now than when we believed, and our expectation shall not 
perish, our hope shall not be cut off. Heaven and the Christian 
must meet, and his hope must end in the full fruition of his God. 

It is nearer IN POINT oF RECEPTION. ·when you startedon your 
pilgrimage, blessings were laid up in Christ for you during _you_r 
journey. You have received many, having been called, and Justi
fied, and preserved. And there are other blessings in Christ to be 
received in this life, the last of which is victory through the blood 
of the Lamb ; and this having been received, then will come the 
grand secret-" For ever with the Lord.'' All this is absolutely 
ensured. 

I dose by observing that salvation is nearer IN POINT OF 
l\ECESSITY. As this world recedes from us, another approaches ; as 
this world vanishes, another rises to view ; and, in our case, the 
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other world must be heaven, because we have believed, and do 
believe. We are in Christ, therefore heaven must come. God is 
our God, and His grace cannot be separated from His glory ; for 
" the Lord will give grace and glory, and withhold no good thing 
from them that walk uprightly." 

A few years ago our salvation began, or God began to save us. 
Now we are nearly saved; and by-and-bye we shall be completely 
saved. Two important points or periods mark our life: the period 
when we were born again, and the period when we shall be perfect. 
Those two points lend a glory to the present. The present, you 
say, is one of conflict, doubt, fear, darkness. Yet a glory comes 
from the past, when we were born again, and other glories come 
from the period when we shall be made perfect; and the united 
glory of these two periods is sufficient to cover the anxiety, doubt, 
fear, uncertainty, and darkness of the present. 

Some of us are advanced in years. Our hair has turned grey 
since we first knew the Lord. Time and trials have tired us a 
little. M:uch of our strength and energy has gone. All these 
things remind us of the brevity of life and that the great change 
cannot be far off. We know not the distance between ourselves 
and heaven, but we do know that it growi;, less day by day. 

Think, then, of this fact. Let us stir up our minds and pray 
to be alive to it. 

"The road may be rough but it cannot be long, 
And !"II snooth it with hope and cheer it with song." 

"Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.'' 

SOME IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS. 
BY A STUDENT OF DIVINE TRUTH. 

JoHN HYLAND, Senior, the Father of Dr. Ryland, of Bristol, whose 
hymns are so well known, once counselled a young man whose heart 
was set on the Christian ministry, to "be always writing definitions 
and demonstrations." 

To define is to state in the fewest and most exact words possible 
the precise meaning of a term. From this it is evident how good 
the above advice was. 

Subjoined are definitions-culled from various sources-of some 
terms which enter largely into our religious addresses, and which it 
is therefore important should be clearly understood by all. They 
are submitted with the hope that God will make them useful. 

DIVINE SUPREMACY is the essential elevation of the Most High God 
above all the creatures who owe their existence to His wisdom, 
goodness and power. 

SovEREIGNTY is the right of Jehovah, flowing from His supremacy, 
to create, govern and dispose of His creatures as seemeth good to 
Himself alo11e. 

By the EQUITY of Goel is signified that Divine perfection by 
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which eYery accountable creature will receive from Him what is 
its exact dl;e. 

THE mLL OF Goo is His right and power to determine how He 
will act without deferring to any of His creatures. 

::\IEoIATOR, one who interposes between two parties whose in
terests differ, for the advantage of one or both. 

J GSTIFICATION is a forensic term, that is, one that belong to courts 
of Justice. It is the declaration of a Judge who is warranted by 
evidence to absolve an accused person from all legal charges.''' 

CoNDEM!XATION, the opposite of Justification, is also a forensic 
term, and consists in a judicial declaration that a person whose 
crime has been proved, is guilty and deserving of punishment. 

PUNISHMENT is a judicial term and represents evil inflicted 
on a guilty person for the benefit of the community ai1d in satis
faction of public Justice, and not, as some suppose, primarily for 
the benefit of the sufferer. 

PARDON is a royal term and is technically pronounced from the 
Throne. It is the prerogative of the King alone.''' 

SANCTIFICATION is a sacerdotal term and belongs to the Temple, 
the altar; the sacrifices and the priests who minister in holy 
things.'~ 

LovE is a paternal term and is associated with a Father ·and the 
members of his family.''' 

CHASTISEMENT is a term relating to a Father's discipline of the 
members of his own family, and consists in the infliction of evil on 
t.he disobedient, for their correction and benefit. 

Thus, as a Judge, God justifies or condemns. As the" King of 
kings" He forgives; and as our Father He loves us (1 John iii. 1) 
and chastens or chastises us (1 Pet. i. 17 ; Heb. xii. 10).-"' 

Thus also, as our "great High Priest," Jesus "sanctifies His 
people with His o-wn blood'' (Heb. xiii. 12)5' 

Hence, in worship, we address God as "our Father.'' In Matt. 
vi. 9 we have the prayer Christ gave for the use of God's children. 
It is their Family prayer; while John xvii. is, in truth, the Lord's 
Prayer. 

The prodigal son did not say "I will arise and go'' to the Judge, 
King or Priest, but " to my Father and say unto Him I have 
sinned.'''" 

lMPLACABILITY.-To be morose, inexorable and revengeful are 
marked degeneracies of human nature, and from which, without 
great watchfulness, few even of God's children are wholly free 
(Eccles. vii. 9).-John Owen. 

~ ~uch of the above as are marked with an asterisk (*) were kindly furnished 
by Mr. J. He.11, of Camberwell Grove. The rest an from other sources. 
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"A VERY PRESENT HELP." 

BY PASTOR HENRY NEWTON, \VJSBECH, UAMBS. 

"A Friend and Helper so Divine doth my weak courage raise; 
He makes the glorious vict'ry mine, and His shall be the praise." 

Tms gracious declaration (Psa. xlvi. I) is at times hard to 
grasp. "We mourn," as the hymn says, "an absent God," and 
close our eyes and hearts to the truth that " the Lord is nigh unto 
all them that call upon Him" (Psa. cxlv. 8). 

Reader, beware of unbelief. It is far more prevalent than we 
think. Carnal reason, preconceived notions, untoward circum
stances, and natural feeling are heeded, rather than God's own 
declarations, and suspense, perplexity and conflict are the result. 

Unbelief gives place to the devil (Ephes. iv. 27), whose 
influence is increased when we foolishly "trust in our own hearts'' 
(Prov. xxviii. 26) and receive as reliable what contradicts the 
testimony of Him "who cannot lie." 

In His dealings with us His order is facts, faith and feeling. 
Having originated gracious facts, He progressively reveals these to 
the minds of His living people. Then He enables them by faith 
to believe and rely on the facts He has disclosed. Then He fills 
grateful hearts with the holy feelings which a knowledge of these 
facts inspires. 

\Ye are prone to reverse God's order. " I had fainted," said 
David, "unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in 
the land of the living.'' "Said I not unto thee that if thou would 
believe thou should see the glory of God ? " Faith, therefore, in 
God's order precedes sight ; but we too often would see first and 
then believe. 

Again, we are liable to regard as facts only what we feel, rather 
than to rely on the facts He reveals as facts, on the authority of 
His own word. 

The first essential to soul prosperity is implicitly, and in the 
spirit of a little child, to receive the word 0£ God, especially when 
a portion comes with unction and power to our favoured souls. 
Then it is, in truth, as though His very voice spoke to us. 
Should we "to-day" be privileged to "hear His voice, let us not 
harden our hearts by unconcern or unbelief." 

Thus, when He claims to be "nigh unto all them that seek 
Him" and a "very present Help in trouble," "let us take Him at 
His word " and plead that we may realise the fulfilment of the 
gracious assurances which He has given us in His great bve. 

Reason, sense and feeling make God " afar off," and our devo
tion becomes weak, our religion formal, our worship unreal, and 
our service ineffective. But ev{'ln if " unperceived by sense," let 
faith hold Him near, and our souls will live and thrive. 

In conclusion, let our minds contemplate the rich significance 
of His nearness. It proves that the awful gulf of sin is bridged, 
that God is reconciled by the death 0£ His Son, that He waits to be 
gracious, delights to hear the voice of the humble suppliant, and is 
willing to bless our souls. 
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Anxious one, whose prayers seem to expire upon thy lips because 
thou canst not feel that God is near, believe His own declarations. 
Call upon Him, trust His grace, plead His promises, and His 
rich blessing ,.,·ill be experienced, and "He will appear to 
your joy." 

THE ALMOST CHRISTIAN. 
Extracted from a Sermon by HENRY SMITH (1560-1591). 

Tms noted preacher was related by marriage to the Lord Burleigh 
who is the subjest of Macaulay's well-known Essay, by whom he 
was presented to the living of St. Clement Dane's in the Strand. 
His popularity was great, and crowds attended his ministry. 
Though he died at the early age of thirty-one, his works fill two 
volumes in Nichol's Series of Puritan Divines-and manifest high 
ability. They are valuable for the knowledge of Holy Scripture 
which they manifest; for their practical teaching; and above all 
for their heart-searching character. It is hard to believe that any 
mere professors of religion could have remained at ease under his 
bold and burning words. 

What follows is selected from a sermon on "Paul and King 
Agrippa,'' the text being, "Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian" (Acts xxvi. 28). 

Whether this is a correct translation of the inspired original has 
-as is well known-been disputed. Many, with Conybeare and 
Howson, deeming that the rendering should rather be '' Thou 
thinkest to make me a Christian with little persuasion ''-and that 
the proud monarch spoke ironically and in contempt. Our author, 
however, regards it in the popular and generally-accepted sense. 
His point is to show the solemnity of having a mere idea of the im
portance of religion without a heart renewed by grace and dedicated 
in true faith to God. 

Let us now see what it is to be almost a Christian. Almost a 
son, is a bastard ; almost sweet, is unsavoury ; almost hot, is luke
warm, which God spueth out of His mouth (Rev. iii. 16). So almost 
a Christian is not a Christian, but that which God spueth out of 
His mouth. 

A Christian almost is like a woman who dieth in travail; almost 
she brought forth a son, but that almost killed the mother and the 
son too. Almost a Christian is like Jeroboam, who said, " It is too 
far to go to Jerusalem to worship," and therefore chose rather to 
worship calves at home. Almost a Christian is like Micah, who 
thought himself religious enough because he had gotten a priest 
into his house. Almost a ,Ohristian is like the Ephraimites, who 
could not pronounce Shibboleth, but Sibboleth. Almost a Christian 
is like Ananias, who brought a part, but left a part behind. Almost 
a Christian is like Eli's sons, who polled'" the sacrifices ; like the fig-

• Polled, themselves took e. pa.rt. 
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tree, which deceived Christ with leaves ; like the virgins, who 
carried lamps without oil; like the willing unwilling son, who 
said he would come and came not. 

What is it to be born almost? If the babe be but born almost, 
he is not born. What is it to be married almost unto Christ? He 
which is married but almost, is not married. What is it to offer 
sacrifice almost? The sacrifice must be killed ere ever it can be 
sacrificed. He which gives almost, gives not, but withholdeth. He who 
believeth almost, believeth not, but doubteth. 

Can the door which is but almost shut, keep out the thief? Can 
the cup which is but almost whole hold any wine? Can the ship 
which is but almost sound, keep out water? The soldier who doth 
but almost fight, is a coward. The physician who doth but almost 
cure, is but a slubberer.'=' The servant who cloth but almost labour, 
is a loiterer. 

I cannot tell what to make of these defectives, nor where to 
place them, nor how to call them, nor unto to what to liken them. 
They are like unto children who sit in the market place, where is 
mourning and piping, and they neither weep nor dance, but keep a 
note between them both ; they weep almost, and dance almost. 

Believest thou almost? "Be it unto thee," saith Christ, "as 
thou believest.'' Therefore if thou believest, thou shalt be saved; 
if thou believest almost, thou shalt be saved almost. As when a 
pardon comes when the thief has been hanged upon the gallows, he 
is almost saved, but the pardon doth him no good ; so he who is 
almost a Christian, almost zealous, almost righteous, who doth 
almost love, almost believe, shall be but almost saved. 

Reader, there is reason to fear that there are still many "almost 
Christians " in connection with every denomination, in the congre
gation, in the Church and even in the pulpit. Religion, which 
repels some minds, has a strange, natural fascination for others. Of 
this Satan often takes advantage, and induces men to-adopt "a form 
of godliness" while their whole lives deny or disown its power, of 
which, in fact, they know nothing. 

Now, while all natural men are sinners, whose end is to be lost, 
the condition of those who profess religion while they do not possess 
grace, is, perhaps, the most awful. Appeals rarely touch them; 
and they are fortified against the most solemn warnings by delusions 
which nothing disturbs. 

It were well if all such would enquire whether they have clear 
evidential tests that they are "altogether'' such as the Bible 
decribes as having "a good hope through grace.'' t 

" Blubberer, an incompetent person, here a. person in whom what is 
essential is deficient. 

t The above appears in deference to e. reader who highly appreciated the 
extra.et from Mee.d's "Almost Ohristie.n" in our June number (page 174), and 
has suggested that it would be well to give our readers an opportunity of perus
ing another piece on the so.me subject. 
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A CHRISTIAN DELINEATED IN THE SUNLIGHT 
OF TRUTH. 

Goo's people consist of those who bear the image of His dear Son. 
The word Christian rightly applied denotes one who has received 
an unction from the Holy One-the Christ-the Anointed One, and 
who are in their measure anointed ones also. The purport of the 
present paper is to give an outline of the distinguishing marks of a 
Christian, as set before us in the words of our Lord and His 
_.\.postles. These, we find, are seven in number-

First. A Ch1·istian is one who is bom of God-that is, he has 
experienced that new birth which our Lord declared to Nicodemus 
to be essential to entering the kingdom of God. Men in an 
unregenerate state do not like the things of God. They are 
alienated from Him in thoughts, feelings, desires and dispositions, 
and are thus unlike Christ, to whose likeness it is the ·will of the· 
Father that all His elect shall be conformed. Therefore when the 
Holy Ghost, the Giver of this new life, makes a Christian, He 
implants the nature of Christ in the heart, and places there the 
seed of an incorruptible life that will never apostatise from its 
GiYer. The life which God gave to Adam was as regards fidelity 
and likeness to his Maker, liable to be corrupted, and it was so, for 
Adam by transgression fell and lost the image of God which had 
been impressed on his nature and acquired that of Satan, the 
enemy of God and all that is good. But the Wicked One is not 
permitted to touch this life, as he did in the case of Adam, so as to 
destroy it, or change its nature to his own; for by the grace and 
preseffing power of the Spirit, its Author, this life abideth for eYer. 

Second. A. Christian is one who believes in Christ with a. loving 
and trusting faith. He believes in the divinity of His Person, and 
in the true and everlasting Sonship of his Lord. The Christians of 
the Bible are unanimous in their ascriptions of adoration and praise 
to Him, and, with Thomas, worship Him as their "Lord and their 
God." Equally unanimous is the testimony of the Father, the 
Spirit, and of our blessed Lord Himself, as recorded in the written 
Word, attesting to the joy of all His saints that He is the True God 
and Eternal Life. He also believes in Christ as the Saviour of 
sinners, that He is able and willing to save, and faithful to His 
promise to save "all that come to God by Him." This faith 
combines with it the elements of trust and love, thus constituting it 
the faith of which the Apostle testifies that it is the gift of God and 
that the possessor of it believes to the saving of his soul. It is the 
faith of the family of grace, the faith of the children of God. 

Third. A Christian is one who obeys Christ. " Why call ye 
Me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" said our 
Divine Master to His disciples of old. Obedience to the laws of 
Christ is therefore the test of discipleship, the proof of character, 
and the evidence of life in the soul. For "to whom we obey, his 
servants we are to whom we obey." No man can serve two masters. 
He who serves the world, sin, Satan, or his fleshly propensities, is 
not the servant of Christ. Christ as our Master and Lord requires 
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faithful and continuous obedience to His commands, and they are 
n_either harnh, grievous, unreasonable nor unprofitable, but truly 
nght, good and wholesome to all who revere, keep and walk in 
them. The precepts of Christ are somewhat numerous, but Infinite 
Wisdom has oeemed it right to enforce them all as necessary to our 
comfort, safety, and happiness; and as the child of God is enabled 
to perceive their excellency and propriety, he is led to desire with 
the Psalmist that he may esteem them "to be right as concerning 
all things." 

Fourth. A Christian is one who loves Christ supremely. That 
blessed" verse of Dr. Watts-

" Thou whom my soul admires above 
All earthly joy and earthly love," 

expresses the inmost, the deepest, the highest, the paramount feeling 
of his soul. And this is not in most cases so much expressed by 
words as by actions. If we turn to the saints of the New Testament, 
we shall find that their recorded verbal asseverations of love to their 
Lord are but few. Their affection to their Divine Saviour was 
unbounded, but it found expression in their zeal in His cause, their 
courage in proclaiming Him as the Messiah of God and the Saviour 
of sinners, their firmness under sufferings endured for His sake, 
even unto death, rather than deny His dear Name, their active low 
to the brotherhood of faith, and their general earnestness in 
promoting the interests of His kingdom, rather than in wordy 
professions of attachment to Him. Love to Christ as seen in 
actions is an essential of the Christian character ; for if a man love 
not Christ practically he is unlike the Lord Himself, who showed 
His love by laying down His life for us, and consequently gives no 
admissible proof that he belongs to Him. 

Fifth. A Christian is one who tries to imitate Christ. This we 
are told by the Apostle is a belonging of the Christian character, 
for "He hath left us an example that we should walk in His steps." 
He has by leaving on record an instance of His own condescension 
and love given us an example for imitation as to our deportment to 
the brotherhood. And His whole life, as set before us in the 
Gospels, presents a sacred and perfect pattern for our imitation. 
With Christ dwelling in the heart by precious faith, the child of 
God not only looks to Him for pardon and justification, but 
admiringly and devoutly contemplates Him as his Pattern and 
Guide. 

Sixth. A Christian is one who fights against sin and the 
powers of dm·kness. When he enters the service of Christ he 
becomes a soldier of the Cross under the great Captain Immanuel, 
to war against sin within and sin without. A true Christian feC'ls 
more or less the plague of his own heart and hates the sin he finds 
there, and fights against it, especially with the. weapon ?~ all 
prayer. He fights against the powers ?f darkness ~vith the sp_mtual 
weapons th1,1.t God has provided for hun. He resists the evil that 
he sees · in the world around him by all lawful methods, and by 
contending for the truth of God and steadfastly resisting error, 
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fights the good fight of faith, stands to his colours by the grace of 
God, and with his Captain comes off conqueror at last. 

Seventh. A. Christian in the Apostles' days was one who openly 
professed and avowed his faith in Ch1'ist. It is agreed on all hands 
that this was then done by word of mouth, and also by a significant 
act expressive of personal belief in Christ, and subjection and 
allegiance to Him, in accordance with His own appointment. No 
one was then admitted into the fellowship of the saints without 
these initiating solemnities. To be immersed in water on a personal 
profession of faith in Christ as the Son of God was the mode in 
which He Himself ordained that His followers should avow them
selves to be His servants, and enter His visible kingdom, and 
become entitled to the privileges pertaining to the Churches of the 
saints. The simple but solemnly significant act of Baptism was to 
denote death unto sin and all legal hopes of salvation, and a 
resurrection to a newness of life both as to outward actions and 
inward principles. 

These seven distinctions, internal and external, are set forth in 
the word of God as pertaining to a Christian. Dear reader, are 
they, in any measure, visible in your character and mine ? 

FALLING STARS, A WARNING TO MINISTERS OF 
THE GOSPEL. 

" These are . . . wandering stars to whom is reserved the blackness 
of darkness of ever."-JUDE, verse 13. 

THE past month has witnessed an unusual and extensive display of 
the meteors known as falling or shooting stars. These are believed 
to be very small bodies which are continually travelling through 
space, and which at times come within the range of our earth's 
attraction and are thus brought into its atmosphere. The friction 
with the air which follows causes them to become so hot that they 
glow with white heat. This converts them into vapour, so that, 
after being incandescent for a moment, they become invisible and 
are finally lost in the darkness of the midnight sky. 

To these reference is made in the Epistle of Jude (verse 13), in 
which he likens false Christian teachers to " wandering stars," 
which, as Rev. E. Bickersteth tells us, "though presenting the 
appearance of real stars, are only meteors which go out in 
darkness.''* 

How strikingly does this represent graceless but gifted and 
popular preachers ! Sought after and followed for a time, and 

* What astronomical fact is here referred to? Not to comets, which 
have their orbits and do not wander, in Jude's sense, any more than the 
planets do ; not to the stars ordinarily visible, whether the fixed stars or 
the planets. These never wander, for their Creator "bringeth out their 
host by number: He calleth them all by names by the greatness of His 
might, for that He is strong in power; not one faileth " (Isa. xl. 26). 
We are therefore compelled to adopt the sober and suggestive exposition 
given above. 
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attracting large congregations, the collapse eventually arrives, and 
in the blackness of detection and shame, their brilliant but brief 
career comes to its untimely end. 

Were it expedient, we could name at least half-a-dozen such 
men who have come under our personal observation. 

Ministerial brother, are you and I true stars" held'' and upheld 
in the Master's "right hand" (Rev. i. 16) or "wandering stars to 
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever" ? 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

PAuL's one determination was to preach the Gospel of Christ in all 
places and to all people, both Jews and Gentiles. To the Jew 
who worshipped in ignorance of the Lord Jesus, the only way of 
salvation, and to the Greek who worshipped dumb idols, he alike 
declared the good tidingA. 

Well did he know that to many the Gospel would come in word 
only; and that others would endure for a time, but after a while 
depart from the truth, which caused him much pain of heart. 

But his great joy was that, to some, his Gospel would come in 
power and in the Holy Ghost, turning them from darkness to light. 
These were born again into the kingdom of heaven, and would 
learn to worship " Him who is a Spirit in spirit and in truth,'' and 
to speak a pure language, as Zephaniah foretells (chap. iii. 9). 

U the joy to behold sinners learning the evil of their own hearts, 
the nature and awful consequences of sin, and fleeing from the 
wrath to come. 

Sin was not the light thing with Paul that it is made to appear 
to-day, but a profound and an awful and an ever-present evil, an 
actual power which would entail doom and damnation. Then the 
blessedness of this glorious Gospel was also his theme, that " the 
blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin," that 
"He died for. our sins according to the Scripture," that He rose 
again according to the Scripture, and "ever liYeth to make imter
cession for us." 

This Paul preached, according to the Scripture, and not accord
ing to the literature and ethics of to-day. 

Happy are we if we have the knowledge of these things in our 
own hearts-if by grace we have been brought to know Him whom 
to know is eternal life, and to say :-

" Should o.11 the forms that men devise assault my faith with treacherous art, 
I'd call them vanity and lies and bind the Gospel to my heart." 

N. vV. 
Bexhill-on-Sea. 

THE TROUBLES OF THE RIGHTEous.-Man is naturally born to 
trouble, as the sparks fly upwards, and when new-born, to trouble 
J4so, and commonly to new and far greater troubles.-John 
Hainyan. 
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GOD'S BETTER WAY. 

"The hee.vens a.re higher the.u the ea.rth, so a.re My we.ys higher the.n your 
we.ys."-Isa.. Iv. 9. 

I BOWED in anguish of spirit 
'Nee.th e. burden He sent me to bee.r; 

And my heart oried out in its longing 
For ea.se from the weight of its oe.re : 

God answered tha.t cry, not by sending 
At once the longed-for relief. 

He ga.ve me the power to endure instee.d, 
He strengthened my heart, e.nd uplifted my hee.d, 
He whispered sweet words of promise to me, 
And showed me His love and His sympathy, 

And gla.dness was mine through grief. 

I met with a new temptation, 
And trembling, ha.stened to pre.y

" Remove this far from me, 0 Father, 
And taks the temptation awa.y." 

God answered this prayer, not by me.king 
My pathway ea.sy and bright, 

But He came Himself and He strengthened me, 
He showed me the secret of victory, 
I fought in His strength till the be.ttle wa.s won, 
The cha.rm we.s broken, its power had gone, 

And victory wa.s mine in that fight. 

I asked Him to ma.ke me useful, 
And strong for His service here, 

To bless me a.nd make me a. blessing, 
The lonely, the saddened to cheer. 

See.roe was uttered the prayer ere He laid me, 
In suffering, helpless e.nd low, 

And ea.lied me to suffer with Him a.pa.rt, 
To humble my spirit and chasten my heart. 
He taught me the sympathy none can gain 
Except in the school of affliction and pa.in, 

And through wee.kness His strength to know. 

KATE STAINES, 

REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

Aut.obiography of E. Littleton. A. 
J ubi!ee of Mimsterial Mercies: after 
over forty year11' pastorate at .Forest 
Fold Bapt18t Chapel, Crowborougb. 
With portrait and photos of Parent 
aud Branch Chapels. Price ls. 9d., 
by post 2s. Of Farncombe and Son, 
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Cir
cu•, London. 

THE author of this dainty little volume 
is not only one of the oldest aettled 
ministers in the county of Sussex, but 
an eTer-welcome anniversary preacher 
in varioru1 places in England, His book 
is therefore certain to secure circulation 
among his many friends, whom I.is plain, 
unvarnished tale cannot fail to interest. 
His has been a life of " patient con
tinuance in well doing.'' His trials 

have been many, but "the Lord has 
delivered him out of them all." The 
Divine smile has followed his labours, 
which have been attended with peace 
and prosperity-and in the calm of life's 
eventide he recounts how "goodness 
and mercy" have followed him "all the 
days of hi~ life." 

We could have wished that he bad 
told us a little more about the gracious 
men with whom he aseociated in bygone 
years. The parent chapel in which be 
preaches owed its existence to our late 
brother Doggett, a Strict Baptist of the 
old " Heraltl " type, and a member of the, 
alas, defunct Church which met in Littlei 
Alie Street, and whose Pastor, Phili1> 
Dickerson, a masterly thedogian, add 
subsequently the graciond and gen,ilal 
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Oharles Masterson, were for many 
years the preachera at the o,nniversary 
services. Original hymns, composed 
for these special occasions, were al ways 
sung by him, and many attached friends 
would o,coompany their beloved minis
ter. We love reminiscenses and should 
have prized this book far more had 
it given us a few glimpses of the 
scenes of other days and the men who 
were then to the front in God's service. 

This, however, did not fall in with the 
writer's purpose, and it must suffice for 
us to assure our readers that this is a 
really interesting and instructive hook 
of a class which our " Standard" 
brethren so greatly favour. 
Christian Science ; an Exposure, by 

Baron Porcelli. Reprinted from 
"The Vanguard." Price threepence. 
Alfred Holness, No. 14, Paternoster 
Row, E.C. 

WE deem it so imorobable that any of 
our readers have been deceived by the 
monstrous system of imposture and 
fraud so ably exposed in these pages, 
that it would, we think, be a waste of 
time and space to solicit attention to 
the subject, That it is based on errora 
of the most flagrant character, that the 
miserable old woman from whom it 

emanated is utterly unworthy of confi
dence, and that its object is to obtain 
money from ignorant and credulous 
members of the public, no sane person 
can, we think, doubt; or if they are in 
danger of being deluded, the Baron's 
smart and trencbant booklet will cause 
them to alter their opinion. 

We have read of other feminine reli
gious imposters, Johanna Southcote 
among them. Twenty-five years since 
we had a prolonged interview, ir: her en
campment in the New Forest, with 
Mary Anne Gurling, the leader of the 
Shakers, who claimed to be God incar
nate in woman form. These strangely 
and sadly exemplified how easily some 
people succumb to vile delusions, and 
believe the most impudent lies. The 
followers of Mrs. Eddy, however, afford 
the most wonderful proof of all, that 
those who abandon the safe shores of 
common-sense and truth, may be caught 
in the vortex or whirlpool of folly and 
error. And who can predict what the 
end will be ? -

In conclusion, we would say with all 
emphasis that for those who deem it 
their duty to investigate this important 
question, the above is unquestionably the 
book to be consulted. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

THE DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES 
OF CHURCH MEMBERS. 

BY THE LATE J, A. JONES, 
IT was stated by the apostle concerning 
the members of the Church in Mace
donia that II They first gave their own 
selves unto the Lord and unto us by the 
will of God." 

We have here discovered to us a 
twofold surrender, and that of them
selves - (1) To the Lord; (2) To 
us. They belonged to the Lord. 
They were professedly gracious char
acters. The Lord bad a propriety in 
them before they gave themselves to 
Him. He bved them with an ever
lasting love and therefore made choice 
of them. He chose them in Christ. He 
accepted them in Him. He blessed 
them with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ, He, the 
God and Father of all our mercies, g-ave 
the Church to Christ, His beloved Son, 
to be His Bride, His peculiar property 
and treasure. He became their Re
deemer. He purchased them with His 
own blood. They are all saved from 
wrath through Him. The Holy Ghost 
looks them up and gathers them be-

cause Christ has redeemed them and to 
make good the promise of the Father 
to Him that "He should see of thA 
travail of His soul and be satisfied." 
They are dead in trespasses and sim, 
but the Almighty Spirit of life 
quiokem, regeneratesl and makes them 
alive. Being made a ive by the Lord, 
they give themselves to the Lord. By 
believing on Christ they lay hold of 
Christ; they rely and depend upon 
Him. Their cry is, 11 0 Lord our God, 
other lords beside Thee have had 
dominion over us, but by Thee only 
will we now make mention of Thy 
name." 11 One shall say, I am the 
Lord's ; and another shall oall himself 
by the name of Jacob; and another 
shall subscribe with his band unto the 
Lord, and surname himself by the name 
of Israel." They give themselves to the 
Lord hem·tily, being made willing- so ~o 
to do in the day of the power of His 
irraoe in their hearts, even by the wor~
mg of His mighty power, w_her~by their 
minds are enlightened, their wills sub
dued and their affeot10ns attracted to 
and fixed upon heavenly things. !fe 
bath loosed their bonds and now, bemg 
liberated, they say, 11 Come, let us join 
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oureelves to the Lord in a perpetual 
covenant that Bh11,ll not be forgotten." 
Thus they give themeelves to the Lord 
and the ls.nguage of their inmost 
souls is-

" Ths.t love divine which made us Thine 
Shall keep us Thine for e,·er." 

A oonfederated Chnroh united by con
sent and agreement will find that there 
are 8everal du,tws incumbent on its 
members whioh for their own comfort 
credit and edific&tion, as well as for thJ 
glory of God, it will be highly neoee
suy for them const:mtly to observe and 
attend to. 

The first is a principal one-to love 
one a_no_the_r. This advice is apo•to~ioal, 
and 1t 1s mdeed 11:ood advice. It 1~, a.s 
it were, a general universal debt which 
ma.n seems to owe to man ; much more 
is it a debt Christian.~ especially, 
and ,nore especially members of 
Churches, owe to one another. ChriF
tia.n love is the great law of Christ, 
who is the Church's King a.nd Litow
giver. It is a. la.w which He enjoins on 
a.ll his subjects: "Hear ye Hirn and 
receive the law from His mouth. A 
new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love another, a.s I have loved 
you, tb&t ye &!so love one another." 
Again He repeats it: "These things I 
comm.,nd you, that ye love one an
other." Ob, what is that blessedness in
deed which consists in abiding in the love 
of Christ ! Ponder, my brethren, on the 
relationship subsisting between mem
bers of Chnrches,; they a.re brethren. 
J esos says to you, "One is your Master. 
even Christ, and all ye are brethren." 
Yoo have all "one God and Father of 
all, who is a.hove all, and through all, 
and in you all.'' Mutu&l love is an 
evidence of being disciples of Chrht, 
Indeed, it is an universal evidencP. '' By 
this ehall all know that ye are My die
ciplee, if ye have love one to another." 
Love and unity make Church fellow
ship mo3t truly delightful. Behold 
how good and how plee.s11,nt it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity. On 
the contrary, nothing is more un
comfortable a.nd dishcnonrable, a.nd 
sorely nothing is more pernicious a.ad 
rninou8 to the prosperity of a. Church 
state than want of love. "It ye bite 
a.nd devour one another, take heed that 
ye be not consumed one of another." 

"Love is the l'(J'ace that lives and sings 
When faith and hope shall cease; 

'Tis Jove shall strike our joyful strings 
In the sweet realms of bliss." 

There is the law of communioation, 
temporally as well as Bpiritoa.lly: 
"Whoso bath this world's goods and 
seeth his brother bath need, and shut
teth op bis bowels of compaesion from 
him, how dwelletb the love of God in 
him 1" Tbe inference is-he gives no 
evidence of the indwelling residence 
of that precious love. There is a com
munication of spiritual things also 

which will tend to mutual oomrort and 
edific11otion. Spoak to one another 
a.bout divine thinge ; impart, as oppor
tunity offerP, your mutual experience to 
others of wh11,t God bas done for your 
s~ole. If yon have any valuable 
spiritual knowledge in divine truth, 
minister it one to another, and thus be 
found" buildin[l up yourselves on your 
mrst holy faith," 

Tho import&.ntdotyof watohfolness
persooo.l wntohfulness: "Let him that 
thinket/,, he sta.ndeth take heed lest he 
fall," irutua.l watchfulness also : "0 
beware of bringinir a reproach upon the 
good ways of God." Here I feel deeply. 
Soffer not siu to be upon a brother. 
Admonish him aooording to the Gospel 
rule ; but lot all your 11,dmonitions a.nd 
rebukes be in love, faithfully but ten
d.irly. Aim at your brother's spiritual 
restoration, and that in the spirit of 
meekness on your part, considering 
thyself, "lest thou 11,lso be tempted." 
How precious are the words of the 
P~11,lmist, "Let the righteous smite me, 
it shall be a kindness: and let him 
reprove me ; it shall be an excellent 
oil, which shall not break my head, for 
yet my prayer also shall be in their 
calamities "-that iP, I shall then pray 
for them. 

Mutua.l forbearance. Bear with one 
another. Do not bear hard one upon 
another. Are any strong among you, 
let them be,u the infirmities of the 
wea.lr. The Lord exercises patience and 
forbearance and He is a longsoffering 
God. "Put on therefore bowels of 
meroieP, kindnesP, humbleness of mind, 
meeknees, longsoffering and love, which 
is the bond o[ perfectness." Let forgive
ness be never wanting when repentance 
is declared and symptoms of its genuine
ness discovered. Rememlier our Lord's 
directions, yea, His oommandP, and ex
tend forgiveness, not merely unto eeven 
times but onto seventy times seven. 
Our Master's revealed will, as contained 
in Matt. xviii., is of the last-the 
greatest-importance to the praotioal 
consideration of Church members. 0 
read that chapter frequently on the 
knee of pr11,yer. But let us not merely 
learn our Lord's will; let us arise and 
do it. "If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them." 

Mutual prayer. Dr. Owen says: "It 
is daily prayer that oonq uers daily 
prejudice: It is truly astonishing how 
full the apostle is when upon the sob· 
jeot of prayer, 'praying always for 
you,' and always in every prayer of 
mine for you all," And, writing to 
Timothy, ha tells him,·' I have remem· 
bra.nee of thee, without ceasing in my 
prayer•, night and day." He exhorts 
the members of the 0hurch at Philippi: 
"In every thing by prayer and suppli
cation, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known unto Got 
Pro.y for the peace or Jerusalem. 
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Peaoo breaftera are al ways prayer re
sti-ainers, 0 the bleeseanese, the 
preoiousness, the all-prevailing effioaoy 
of prayer I 

"Prnyer was appointed to convey 
The blessings God designs to give: 

Long as they live •hould Christians pray, 
For only while they pray they live.' 

Let us now pause and ponder on the 
importanoe of these things. Many are 
too ready to think that their work lies 
only in the Cliuroli and very little, if 
any, out of it. This is a sad mistake. 
The pleasure of religion lies in the 
practice of it, not only in the Church 
out at home, and also abroad in the 
world. There are social and relative 
duties ; be found in them. Be the 
Christian at home. What said the Lord 
conoerning Abraham 7 "I know him, 
that he will oommand his children and 
his household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord." 

Make a point of inviting strangers, 
and those who dwell around you, to 
come and hear the Word. Again, when 
you see persons that attend and appear 
to be interested in the servioes, notice 
them and speak with them, in order to 
encourage them, especially young per
sons. 

I would hint at one or two more 
most valuable Christian graces, such as 
kindness gentleness, courteousness, 
sterling honesty and inflexible truthful
ness, at all times and under all circum
stances. 0 aim to cultivate all these. 

In oonolusion, let us strive together 
who shall love God 1nost-who shall 
serve Him best; that " we walk oircum
speotly, not as fools, but as wise ; 
redeeming the time, beoause the days 
are evil." 

Revere the saored Word. Live near to 
God; love the habitation of His house. 
Let your loins be girt about with truth, 
and your lights constantly burning ; 
and may we all be as those who are 
waiting for the Bridegroom. 

CRICKET HILL, YAT.ELEY. 
THE eighty-first anniversary of this 
Ohuroh was held on August 3rd, and 
proved to be a spiritually inspiriting 
ocoasion to those assembled, while they 
listened to an exposition by Mr. Ohisne.11 
of Gen. xliii. 29. 

(1) The sight. The speaker drew a 
word-pioture of Joseph looking expeot
antly for the return of hiB brethren 
with Benjamin, applyinfl this as the 
attitude of our spiritual Joseph-Jesus 
Christ. 

(2) The enquiry : "lB this your 
younger brother of whom ye spake 7" 
showing under this head the various 
means used by the Holy Spirit to 
convict of sin and reconoiliation' to 
God. 

(3) The prayer : 11 God be graoious 
unto thee, my son," Benjamin, a type 
of a ooming sinner under the fear of 

judgment and punishment, but then 
instead of the " Depart, ye cursed " He 
has even said, "I am thy salvation." 
Thus Obrist becomes the Saviour. 

At the close of the sermon a well
known ministerial brother sought the 
earnest prayers of those present to be 
joined with his own for a. "younger 
brother" of his who he feared was 
drifting into error. 

The text in the eveninir was ta.ken 
from Luke viii. 48, by which it was 
shown (1) that Christ's plans are often 
opposite to our plan@, teaching us the 
need of pra.yerful patience ; (2) the 
reward-" Be of good comfort: thy 
faith bath made thee whole;" implicit 
trust begotten of God and His gift, 
leading (3) to Divine blessing-" Go in 
peace.1

' 

Thus passed a day of blessing, for 
which we would exclaim:-
" Immortal honours rest on Jesu's bea.d, 

My God, My Portion, and my living Bread." 
JOSIAH. 

MENDLESHAM GREEN.-Tbe 69~h 
anniversary services were held on 
Lord's-day, July 26th, when three 
exoellent sermons were preached by 
Mr. Albert Knell, in the morning from 
Micah vii. 7, afternoon from Rom. vii. 9, 
and that in the evening from Luke i. 47. 
The day wa.s fine, and the preacher was 
greatly helped to sound the Gospel bell 
faithfully, and many were cheered and 
comforted. To God be all the praise. 
-H.T.H. 

BETHESDA, IPSWICH. 
THE Sunday-school anniversary was 
oelebrated on Sunday, July 19th. The 
services were preoeded by a devotional 
service a.t 7.30 a.m., at which a lsrge 
number gathered to seek God's blessing 
on the services of the day. The super
intendent (Mr. E. Chilvers) afterwards 
very kindly entertained the teachers 
and other friends ooming from a 
distance to breakfast. The chapel was 
very tastefully decorated with choice 
ple.nts arid flowers, and the chapel was 
tilled at all the services. The hymns 
and anthems were heartily sung by the 
obildren throughout the day, reflecting 
great oredit on Mr. Herbert Garrod, 
who had trained them, and who must 
have been amply repaid by the good 
results that followed. Pastor H. 
Tydeman Chilvers preached morning 
and evening, and gave t:ii,e scholars_ a 
brief bright and instructive addreae m 
the a'tternocn from Jer. xvii. 1, "A pen 
of iron," or, as he put it, "An iron pe~." 
Every Sunday-school tea.cbe~, _he said, 
was like an iron pen, wr1tmg for 
eternity. God wrote with a peu of ~ron 
the sins of wicked people. Our lives 
were like iron pens. Everyone was 
writing a book-writing it with such a 
strong pen that nobody would be able 
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to destrny it-.vriting that others might 
read. How we•e they reading us? Our 
lives were like a tale that was being 
told. Might it be written, he said in 
OJnclusion, that some boy or girl was 
born again for God on that anniversary 
day. that their young hearts and lives 
were g-iveu to the Lord Jesus Christ 
because He had found them, loved 
them, and saved them by His own 
wonderful dee.th. At this service also 
the children gave some very good 
recitations and dialogues. The collec
tiom, which amounted to over £18, were 
devoted to the School Funds. 

The school tree.t took ple.ce on the 
following Wednesday, favoured with 
beautiful weather, on a meadnw kindly 
lent by W. F. l'aul, EEq., J.P. The 
children met in the schoolroom, when 
the Pastor spoke a few happy words. 
They were then conveyed to the meadow 
by waggons supplied by the kindness 
of several friends. A wagg-onette we.s 
also during the afternoon and evening 
busily engaged in ce.rrying the "elder 
scholars" to and fro. Races, swings, 
and many other game~ were enjoyed. 

GEO. E. DALDY, 

LESSNESS HEATH, BELVEDERE. 
ANNIVERSARY services of the Sunday
school were held on Sunday, August 
3rd, when Pastor H. Mountford preached 
morning a.nd evening, the morning 
message being specially suitable for the 
children from the wordP, " Suffer little 
children to come 11nto Me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." In the afternoon our Pastor 
presided, and the children recited some 
hymns and portions of Scripture, and 
the Pa.stor a.ad teachers gave helpful 
addresses. At the close of the day we 
felt we had much to be thankful for. 

On Ba.nk Holiday the summer tree.t 
wa.s held in a meadow, when a very 
enjoyable da.y was spent by children 
and friends. 

The a.nniversa.ry of the Week-night 
Class we.a held on July 8th. Mr. Rose, 
of Woolwicb, presided in the unavoid
able absence of the Pastor. The outing 
to Hayes took place on the 22ud by 
bra.kes. D. 0. 

CARLTON.-Special Pervices in con
nection with the Pastor's fourth anni
versary were held on July 28th, when 
Pastor E. Mitchell preached an excel
lent sermon in the afternoon to an 
appreciative congregation. About sixty 
partook of tea in the schoolroom. In 
the evening a public meeting was held. 
Mr. E. G. Gange ably presided and gave 
g-ood words. Mr. W. Dasborough, of 
Ruehden, led us in prayer. Good edify
ing- a.ddresees were delivered by Pa.stars 
Wren, Jarman and Mitchell. The Pas
tor, after a. few remarks upon hie 
labours, moved a vote of tha.nke to 
Chairman, brethren in the ministry, 

and friends from other OhuroheP. 
Dea.con Noble seconded. The happy 
meeting was brought to a close by the 
DJxology aud Benediction. The col
lections were good. 

BLAKENHA.M, SUFFOLK.-On July 
28th tbe memberR of the ohoir and 
Young People's Clase, together with 
the members of the Women's Sooia.l 
Meeting oonneoted with Blakenha.m 
Chapel (the two parties numbering 
nearly sixty), through the generosity 
of a friend belonging to Blakenham, 
ha.d a free outing. A special tramcar 
met the party at Whitton terminus and 
conveyed them to the river Orwell, 
from thence via, "Woolwioh Belle" to 
Cla.oton-on-Sea; baok to Ipswich, where 
a oar for Wnitton awaited them. 
The orga.niea.tion and catering for the 
party was ably carried out by Mr. H. F. 
Moore, who, with Mrs. Moore and other 
friendP, accompanied them. A long and 
pleasant day wa.s spent by the sea, the 
sun shone, and all returned in safety, 
with thankful hearts to Him who made 
the ocean for all the blessings He per
mits us to enjoy even here in this 
world. On July 20th Mr. W. Carr, upon 
the behalf of women belonging to the 
Social Meetinll', presented to Mr. and 
Mrs. H. F. Moore a handsome silver 
tea.pot as a small token of their appre
ciation of the interest ta.ken and ser
vices rendered. 

" For all things we thank Thee 
That are bright and fair

For the flower• unfolding 
Neath Thy kindly care. 

But-
In a land more glorious, 

Of Thy love we'll tell 
In those blissful regions 

Where the angels dwell.'' 

ENFIELD HIGHWAY (PROVI
DENCE) .-The forty-fifth a.nniversar_y 
was held on July 14th, when Mr. H. 
Ackland preached in the afternoon 
from Job xiii. 24, noticing :-(1) The 
trying condition, (2) The worse 
calamity, (3) 'fhe wrong oonclusion
tha.t God was hie enemy, (4J The right 
enquiry. In the evening Mr. F. Cooler 
presided over the meeting. He rea.d 
Psa. cxlvii., and ma.de a few remarks on 
verse 11, "'l'he Lord taketh plea.sure in 
them tnat fear Him." Mr. Ash, of 
Enfield, engaged in prayer. Mr. J. 
Cornelius spoke from Actij iv. 23, "And 
being let go, they went to their own 
company." Mr. S. Mason opened up 
Luke xxiv. 32, "Did not our heart burn 
within ue 1" Mr. Ackla.rid expounded 
Paa. xvi. 11, '; Thou wilt ehew me the 
path of life; in Thy presence is folnese 
of joy; at Thy right hand pleasures for 
evermore;" and Mr. H. Arter dwelt 
upon Acts xxvi. 22, "Ha.ving therefore 
oota.ined help of God I continue _unto 
this day." A goodly number of friends 
from other Churches wa.s present. 
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Lunoheon and tea. were provided in the 
open air ,-G, F. 

THE GREAT DISTINOTION. 
"The na.tnra.1 man receiveth not the things 

of the Spirit of God." 
DIBTINOTIONB are not graoee, but when 
judioioualy m11,de they a.re sometimes 
very helpful to the furtherance of our 
knowledge and the exercise of religious 
prinoiplea. 

All truth ia important, but a.11 truth 
ia not a.like important. The same re
mark will apply to religious distinctions 
wisely ma.de. They a.re a.II important, 
and therefore a.11 useful. Some are ot 
greater value than others ; and here is 
one which, by way of emphasie, may 
properly be denominated " the great 
distinction," because it ia of the greatest 
importance to Christiana in their pursuit 
of the truth as it is in J eeus. 

When distinctions relate to natures 
or essences, and are ma.de by inspired 
authoritiee, they are of the highest 
importance and·demand a careful study. 
Nor can we very easily imagine a greater 
distinction than that whioh ie there 
made between the natural and the 
spvritual man, seeing it ranges over the 
whole system of theology, gives oom
plexion to the entire soheme of redemp
tion, and is the true basis upon which 
the obligations of religion are founded. 

What, then, is the natural man 
mentioned by the apostle? Who ie he? 
and how may we know him? In the 
first plaoe, it must be admitted that the 
phrase "natural man" ha.a a. peouliarly 
expressive designation. 

In the eeoond place, it is plain that by 
the natural man ia not meant a person 
devoid of natural judgment, reason or 
ooneoienoe, nor one who ie entirely 
governed by sensual appetites, and whom 
the world designates a voluptuary ; nor 
yet a man whose faoulties have not 
been cultivated by study, and whose 
manners a.re unpolished by social inter
course. The context forbids every one 
of these interpretations, for the apostle 
manife9tly Releote hie '' natural man " 
from persona held in the highest repute 
for their natural pa.rte, their religion 
and their learning. The philosophers 
·of Greeoe sought after wisdom, and the 
Jewish soribes were instructed in the 
law of God ; and these were the persona 
whom he desoribes aa the wise, the 
soribee, the disputers of this world, to 
whom the Gospel was a stumbling 
blook and the oross foolishness. It was 
from the aristooraoy of intelleot and 
religion that Paul seleoted his natural 
man, who reoeived not the things of the 
Spirit, and who was unable to under
stand them. 

Let the reader also note that the 
natural man is here e~ idently opposed 
to" him that is spiritual," and tbat too 
in the same way as the natural body we 

derive from Adam is oppoPed to the 
spiritual body believers will receive 
from Christ at the resurrection (see 
I Cor. xv. 44, 45). Nothing, therefore 
can be more olear than this fact, viz.; 
that the natural man WBB not circum
et11,ntially, but r11,dically and essentially 
different from the epiritu11,I man ; and 
what he was then that he is now. 

Wh11,t, then, ie a spiritual man? Here 
we are at no lose, for we find that he 
has the Spirit of Obrist dwelling in 
him (Rom. viii. 9), not simply in the 
way of resistible influence, nor in the 
form of euperna.tur11,l gifte, but in the 
radical principle of spiritual life, and 
the sanctifying influences of Scripture 
light, energy, consolation and holineee, 
by all of which the distinguished 
subject perceives the truth, be11,uty and 
excellency of spiritual things, breathes 
after and delights in them as true sub
stantial happiness. He ie a new creature ; 
behold I old :things have p11,ssed aw11,y, 
and all things are become new. 

If, then, the "natnul man" is the 
opposite of the "epiritu11,l man," and 
the "spiritual man" is eo called be
oause he has the "Spirit of Christ," it 
will follow that the "natural man " 
ie one who has not the Spirit of Christ, 
and that he is so denominBted on that 
account. 

In accordance with this idea. Jude 
denounces some men as sensual, not 
having the Spirit, the meBJling of 
whioh is not that everyone who is with
out the Spirit must by the necessity of 
his condition be a profligate ; but that 
where the Spirit of God residee, pro
fligacy will not. The holiness of the 
Spirit will prevent sensuality. And 
what ea.ye Paul? "Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ he is none 
of His." 

From this view of the case we lea7n
{l) 'rhe necessity of being born again. 

It was upon this principle that Jesus 
Christ solemnly affirmed "Ye must be 
born again." "Exoept a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of heaven." 
Thie ie oertain. He who enters into a 
spiritual place must himself be in a 
spiritual state. 

(2) The regenerate man -is tlte temple 
of the Holy Ghost. Here the Holy 
Ghost resides offioially ; and as He 
raised up Jesus from the dead after He 
aided Hie human nature in the fulfil
ment of that great work He came to 
effect, in like manner He will raise the 
mort!i.l bodies of thl" sainte, after having 
assisted them to serve and to suffer in it. 

(3) That nothing cart be a .ubstit1tte 
for the personal, ,:tficial, and trans
forming power of the D-i-v-ine Spirit, 
Without .tiie imparted life and sovereign 
influence, man ie but a natural man, 
unacquainted in a saving manner with 
spiritual truth ; nor can all his attain
ments in human learning, in science, or 
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in theology, supply the plaoe of the 
Spirit. Learning may lacquer the 
coffin, adorn the shroud, and even paint 
the corpse; but only the Holy Spirit 
can make the lifeless form to breathe, 
to see, to hear, and to perform the 
functions of a living man. 

( 4) That all exhortations addressed 
to the "natnral 111,an" for the perform
ance of spi?-itnal a.ct·ions are obvimt .. Yly 
011.t of keeping wit Ii eve1·y sound principle 
of reason and analogy. The usual 
reason assigned for the practice is that 
God may bless the absurdity, and that 
it will then cease to be an absurdity. 
But God is neither absurdly righteous 
nor perversely good, and we ought to 
be careful lest we justify ourselves a.t 
His expense. 

(5) That apologies for the neglect of 
Christian duties are equally out of 
vlace. Spiritual duties, as well as 
spiritual privileges, belong to spiritual 
people; and the "spiritual man," who 
is a conscious percipient, possessed of a 
rooted principle of vital existence, is 
qualified for the observance of the will 
of Christ and for the enjoyment of His 
favour. 

Let the natural man say, I have 
nothing to do with spiritual exhorta
tions and duties, they belong to the 
spiritual man; but let not the spiritual 
man spurn at these thing~. As well 
might he say, I have nothing to do with 
natural things; they belong to natural 
men. Spiritual things as much belong 
to spiritual men as natural things to 
natural men. 

(The late) W. PALMER. 

CUBBERLY.-Very successful Sun
day School anniversary services were 
held on Sunday, August 9th. The 
service in the morning commenced by 
singing" Come let us join our cheerful 
songs.'' Mr. Baily gave the address, 
In the afternoon Mr. Hardiman, Pastor 
of Win9tone Baptist Chapel, came over 
with nearly thirty children a distance 
of four miles to show their neighbourly 
sympathy. Mr. Ireland, of Cheltenham, 
preached to a large congregation, after 
which about seventy children and 
friends sat down to tea, In the evening 
friends from Pilly and the surrounding 
villages joined and filled the chapel, 
The meeting was presided over by Mr. 
Ireland and addresses were given by 
Messrs. 1Ba.ily, Turner, and Ryland. It 
was a good day, and 1t is hoped Go~'s 
blessing followed. God save our eh 11-
dren and bless our Sunday-schools, 
prays-A. MITCHELL, __ ;· 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE thirty-seventh anniversarr of the 
Hornsey Rise Home was held m July, 
The weather was most favourable, and 
the grou11ds were ,in their summer 

beauty, a fine show or roses being 
especially noticeable, Sermons were 
preached by Messrs. Dovetcn and 
Stephens, and collections made for the 
Maintenance Fund. The Sale of Work 
for the Benevolent Fund, for aiding 
sick and infirm inmates, was conducted 
by the Lady Visitors. 

* • 
The following we':ik the annual visit 

of inmates of Camber well and Stamford 
Hill Homes to the Hornsey Rise Home 
took place, when a pleasant and profit
able day was spent by our aged friends. 
Lunch was provided by the ladies for 
the visitorP, and at 5 o'clock all our 
aged ones assembled to tea in the Hall, 
after which a brief meeting was held 
in the Chapel, presided over by the 
Treasurer. The day was tine and the 
garden was much admired ; little groups 
of pilgrims all day long found it a place 
of gracious converse upon the things of 
God. 

•• 
The Annual Report, with List of 

Subscribers, Pensioners, &c., has been 
published, A copy will be sent, poet 
free, for Skd, It will be found to contain 
a complete and interesting record of the 
extensive work of the Society during 
the past year, and a perusal of it will, it 
is hoped, he the means of obtaining 
many new subscribers. 

•• 
The new Quarterly Record is having 

a large circulation. It contains a 
portrait and bioirraphical sketch of the 
late Mr. A. J. Baxter, of Eastbourne, 
and other articles bearing upon the 
Institution. Copies will be sent upon 
application for gratuitous distribution 
among non-subscr!b:re. 

On Thursday, September 3rd, a public 
meeting in aid of the Society will be 
held at 5.15 v.m. in the Round Gardens, 
Walton-on-Naze. Mr. G. Cambridge, of 
Brighton, will preside, and several short 
addresses will be given. The attendance 
of local friends and visitors is heartily 
invited. 

YE BELONG TO OBRIST. 
IF that statement is true of you, dear 
reader, you have groat reason to rejoice. 
This position is to be preferred to the 
possession of gifts that might render 
you notorious, or to power that might 
give you great influence, When the 
disciples returned from the mission ~n 
which they had been sent by Christ 
they _were rejoicing in their success; 
but the Lord pointed out to them that 
there was something more important 
than success. Rather rej oioe that your 
names are written in heaven, If we 
belong to Obrist our names are written 
in heaven. 

This speaks of His proprietorship. It 
is trne of all believers, 

To all snob Christ is precious, Hu 
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will be the one thing needful-desired 
and sought after. Hia na.me will be aa 
muaio in their ears. Himaelr the 
ohiefeat amongst ten thonao.nd. To 
hee.r Him apeo.k the boa.rt of auoh a one 
will long; to be assured of an interest 
in Hia love snob a soul will cre.ve. 
Communion with Him will mee.n real 
joy-e.beenoe from Him hea.rt sorrow, 

" Do not I love Thee, 0 my Lord ? 
Behold my heart and Ree, 

And cast each cursed idol ont 
That dares to rival Thee. • 

Y~'!, Thou art precious to my soul, 
.Illy transport and my trust; 

Jewel• to Thee are gaudy toys, 
And gold is sordid dust.'' 

Age.in. They the.t are Christ's have 
crucified the flesh with ita e.ffectiona 
and lusts. Though in the flesh, the true 
Chriatie.n will not live according to the 
flesh. Gre.ce will be sought to live 
soberly, righteously, godly in this 
world. The world will not be loved, 
for of those who love the world it ia 
deole.red the love of the Father ia not in 
them. 

Further. If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ he ia none of Hia. But 
the Spirit of Christ dwells in believers, 
and works in them both to will and to 
do ; hence they love holiness e.nd, aa 
followers of Christ, seek to do those 
things that e.re pleasing in Hia sight. 
Those who belong to Christ are dis
tinguished from others. They e.re the 
chosen of the Fe.ther, the redeemed of 
the Son, the quickened of the Spirit. 
They have been brought to cry-

" Take my life, and let it be 
0onsecrated, Lord, to Thee." 

Upon auoh an obligation reste. They 
are not Sa.tan's, neither are they their 
own. Hence, ae.ye the apostle, ''Ye are 
not your own, ye are bought with a 
price. Therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, whioh are 
God's," 

MR. S, K. BLAND. 
With mingled feelings we announce 

the deoeaae of this eminent servant of 
God, on August 20th, in his 87th yee.r. 
Though hia peoulie.r and painful in
firmity rendered it undesirable that his 
life on earth should be prolonged, his 
home-call evolves sentiments of aad
neee, aa he once oocupied so prominent 
a position in the work and worship of 
our Churches in Suffolk. 

In early years he was associated with 
Eaet-atreet 0hapel, Walworth, and en
joyed the friendship of ma.ny men_ of 
note, inoluding Dr. Kitto and Fitz
herbert Bugby. Becoming_ co-Pa.star 
with the la.te George Wright, of 
Becolee he soon ma.de hia influence 
felt a.m~ng our Churches in the Ea.stern 
Counties, a.nd wa.e for ma.ny yea.re a. 

great power a.mong them. Recently a. 
mental affliction h&B la.id him a.aide, but 
hia end was calm and placid. 

His daughter ha.a kin<lly given ua 
prompt intima.tion of the sad event, 
telling us tha.t "he baa pi.seed 

1 From the Rh~dow to the RUb"lt!l.nce, 
From the darkness to tbe light. 

From the evening to the morning
Morning ever fair and bright. 

From the silence to the Ringing. 
From the wmter to the Rpring-, 

From the weariness and distance 
To the presence of the King.' 

It was only dnring the la.et fortnight 
that hie strength particularly failed. 
The hot weattier wa.s a great strain 
upon him, althonj!'h he suffered no pain 
up to th~ la.et. He we.a most gentle 
a.nd pea.ceful e.nd seemed like e. shock 
of wheat the.t had been rea.ped from 
the earth e.nd wae waiting in the field 
to he garnered." 

An a.ppreciation may be e.nticipe.ted 
in our next issue. 

EMMA FALKNER. 
On June 26th it pleased the Lord to 

call home our dee.r mother, a.fter many 
months of suffering patiently endured. 

At the age of 16 she we.a made to feel 
the emptiness of earthly things and 
deeply concerned a.bout eternity, and in 
1863 waa baptized bv the late Ja.mes 
Wells and continued in membership at 
the Surrey Tabernacle (where her 
father, the la.te John Bea.eh, wae a. 
deacon for me.ny years) until the time 
of her home-call. 

She was a. most unselfish and loving 
wife a.nd mother, a.nd her life was a 
living testimony to the gra.ce of God in 
her bee.rt. 

She was one of those who, through 
fea.r of death, e.re all their lifetime 
enbjeot to bondage; but during the 
la.et twelve months of her life, when 
she re.rely knew what it was to be free 
from pain, it waa a privilege to be with 
her and hea.r her speak of the Lord's 
goodness to her, and gradually her will 
wa.a conformed to His, until she had a 
longing to depart a.nd be with Christ, 
which is far better, the fear of dea.th 
being removed ; ao tha.t tha.t Scripture 
wa.s fulfilled in her experience-" At 
evening time it shall be light" (Zech. 
xiv. 7). 

On Saturday, the 20th Jane, we were 
a.11 summoned to her bedside, where ehe 
lay eca.roely conscious a.nd unable to 
apea.k, the doctor saying ehe could not 
la.et many houre. But during the night 
she revived, a.nd on the Sunday, at her 
request, we went. into her room, two at 
a. time, to sa.y gootl-hye to her, and we 
shall not eoon fotget the sweetness of 
that Sabbath-day; her mind seemed 
full of hea.ven and love. Among ma.ny 
portions of the Word a.nd verses she 
repeated were : " When He has tried 
me, I aha.11 come forth a.a gold." 
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"I'm a poor sinner, and nothing o.t o.11, 
But Jesus Christ is my All-in-AIL" 

And-
" Weary of e11rth, myself and sin, 

Dear J esns, get me free, 
And to Thy glory take me in, 

For there I long to be," 
After Sunday she gradually sank, 

and passed away on the following 
Friday evening at 6.30, after acute 
suffering, leaving a sorrowing husband 
and obildren to mourn her loss. 

On Saturday, July 4th, her mortal 
remains were oommitted to the silent 
tomb at Nnnhead, where a goodly num
ber of friends were gathered, and the 
Funeral Service was conducted by 
her Pastor, Mr. 0. S. Dolbey. 

Reference was me.de to her departure 
on the following Sunday and also of 
two other sisters, who had been mem
bers for many years, the discourse 
being based on the words, '' For we 
must needs die, and are as water spilt 
on the ground, which cannot be 
gathered up again; neither doth God 
respect any person : yet doth He devise 
means, that His banished be not ex
pelled from Him" (2 Sam. xiv. 14). 

A. B. F. 

PASTOR F. TILBURY, 
of Wooburn Green, received the home
call on Lord'e-day morning, June 14th. 
Convicted of sin under a sermon by the 
late T. Chivers from the words "Awake, 
0 sword, against My Shepherd I " and 
brought into Gospel liberty also under 
his ministry, Mr. Tilbury was baptized, 
and received into the Church at High 
Wycombe in October, 1873. Soon after
wards he was sent out by that Church 
to IJreach, and served the Ch urohes 
at Penn, Aylesbnrv, Prestwood, Lee 
Common, Askett, Bierton, Dunstable, 
W oobnrn Green, and others. In Jan nary, 
1888, he acceded to a second invitation 
from the Church at Wooburn Green to 
preach for six months with a view to 
the pastorate. For twenty years he 
remained Pastor of the Church. The 
last three years of his life he had 
suffered from heart disease, and had 
been nnable to preach since October, 
1906. The last time he entered the 
pulpit was at the Sunday-school anni
versary last year, when he spoke for 
five minutes from the words, "What 
think ye of Christ 1 " On the first 
Lord'e-day in October he sat down with 
the friends at the Lord's Table. On his 
birthday in February last he felt it 
would be his last, though he thought 
he should once more join in com
memorating the Lord's death. This 
privilege he enjoyed the Sa.bbath before 
he passed away. 

The funera.l, which took place a.t 
High Wycombe on the Wednesda.y 
following, was conducted by Pastor 
J osia.h Merling, the first pa.rt of the 

service being held in Zion Oha.pel. 
Many friends were present from 
Wooburn and Wycombe, Mr. Lloyd 
represented the Church a.t Penn, and 
Mr. Chapman that at Bierton. On 
Sunda.y evening, June 21st, the funeral 
sermon was prea.ohed by Mr. Elna.ugh, 
the text being " I have fou~ht a good 
fight." Some of the decea.sed s favourite 
hymns were sung by the good company 
whioh ga.thered. 

"Methinks I see him now at rest 
In the bright mansion love ordained; 

His head reclined on Jean's brea.st, 
No more by sin or sorrow pained." 

Miss MARIA NEWMAN 

was called to her eternal rest on the 
28th of April last. She was one of the 
secret disciples, for until her last few 
weeks on earth she was never heard to 
say much oonoerning eternal matters, 
although she had for years been a 
constant attendant upon the means of 
grace. 

Although she had been failing for 
some time past it was not till her sister
in-la.w, Mrs. T. Newman, passed a.way 
last March that she was forced to take 
to her bed. There seemed such a holy 
calm to take possession of her that she 
was ena.bled to resign herself and her 
affairs into the hands of her Heavenly 
Father, and when friends came to see 
her she begged of them not to ask the 
Lord for her recovery, hut that the 
time left to her on earth might be 
short. . . 

The Sunday before she died Mr. Fells 
(of Chesham) was preaching at Yateley, 
and after returning from. the services 
of the day he went to see her, and read 
and prayed with her, and felt assured 
of her standing upon the Rook of Ages, 

After he had left another friend 
called to see her, to whom she was 
enabled to give evidence of her assur
ance of eternal life, remarking that 
" her hopes were built on nothing less 
than Jesu's blood and righteousness." 
To others also she spoke of her 
approaching end without the least 
shadow of fear or doubt. 

On the day she died it was thought 
that she was better. but about five 
o'clock in the afternoon she became 
unconscious and remained so till a.bout 
seven o'clock, when her ransomed 
spirit took its flight to God, Who ga_ve 
it, without a murmur or sigh. While 
we mourn the loss of friends one after 
another we say, " Let me die the death 
of the righteous," 

The funeral service was conducted by 
Mr. H. Brand, of Guildford. 

H. J, PABKIDB, 



J itturu of t~~ §irnt ; 
OR, THE BICENTENARY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, 

COLNBROOK, BUCKINGHAM8HIRE. 
"In your patience, possess ye your souls."-Luke xxi. 19. 

" Remote from town they ran their Godly race 
And ne'er had changed or wished to change their place." 

INTRODUCTION.-THE OLD CHURCH-BOOK. 

BEFORE us lies an ancient manuscript book, written by various 
hands and on different occasions, covering a period of 152 years. It 
bears no title and gives no intimation of the purpose for which it 
was commenced. At first, we supposed that it would prove to be 
a connected and detailed account of the proceedings of the above 
Christian Community-but this is not the case. Some events are 
fully related, many wholly omitted, and occasionally entire years are 
passed over without record. As a history of the Church it is, 
therefore, defective. Why, we cannot say. 

It is, however, indisputably a genuine and authentic volume. 
We therefore purpose to weave from its fragmentary pages the 
story of this, one of the oldest Strict and Particular Baptist Churches 
extant. 

Facts of interest which it does not relate, we shall endeavour to 
ascertain from Crosby, Ivimy, Rippon, Wilson, and J. A. Jones's 
"Bunhill Memorials," and so to present a series of reliable 
" pictures of the past." 

The Christians of whom we shall tell had convictions, and 
abode by them. If they were not often called to " go down to the 
battle" they bravely "tarried by the stuff" (1 Sam. XL"'!:. 24). If 
they did not " strive, or cry aloud ; " if none heard "their voices in 
the streets "-as true "servants of the Lord" they stood by "night 
in the House of the Lord ; " " lifted up their hands in the sanctuary, 
and blessed the Lord'' (Psa. c:xxxiv. 1, 2). 

May their tribe increase ! These are the Christians of the 
stamp our day needs. The Lord grant that the memory of our 
Fathers may be a means of grace to us, and that when we, like 
them, are laid in the dust, we may leave as fair a record behind ! 

THE TOWN IN 1708. 
Colnbrook, in Buckinghamshire, a small to\~n about seventeen 

miles from London, is, at the present day, a quiet and sequeste~·ed 
place. The railway long since absorbed the stream of traffic which 
once flowed through it ; and it must present a strong contrast to 
what it was two hundred years ago. . 

Situated on the main road which leads from London to many of 
the chief cities of Western England, its principal street was at that 

VoL. LXVI. Oo·roBER, 1908. T 
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time alive with stage coaches and post chaises, which stopped at 
its different inns to change horses. The carriages of the gentry 
helped to enlirnn the scene ; while, at certain seasons, waggons 
loaded with fruit and farm produce, and carriers' carts convev
ing parcels and goods to and from the great City, contributed to the 
activity of the place and the prosperity of its inhabitants. 

In 1708 Anne had reigned for six years, and was yet to reign 
for six more. The large measure of civil and religious liberty 
which William III. had secured to his dissenting subjects they still 
enjoyed ; though it was £eared that the Queen, who was a Stuart at 
heart, would favour any scheme of their enemies to curtail their 
privileges-which she subsequently did by promoting the passing 
of the Schisms Bill six years later, the repeal of which was happily 
brought about by her death in 1714. 

To a large extent it was an irreligious and dissolute age. Of 
vital religion there was little either in the Established Church or 
among the Dissenters, the successors of the Puritans of the past 
century. Nevertheless, the Lord had still a seed to serve Him-a 
remnant according to the election of grace-even in this godless 
Land. The Particular Baptists especially, as a section of the one 
Church, were bold and prominent advocates of the principles of 
the Free Churches and of evangelical truth. 

In July, 1689, "the pastors and messengers concerned for up
wards of a hundred Baptist Churches " in England and W ~les 
( denying Arminianism) had met in London, when, after four days 
conference, they issued a Confession of their Faith, signed by thirty
seven eminent ministers on behalf of the whole assembly. 

This was designed to be regarded as an epitome of " the things 
most surely believed among them.'' 

It was widely circulated and diligently studied. Particular 
Baptists in those days, therefore, knew what they bP.Iieved and were 
staunch in their adherence to their distinctive principles. 

Some Christians of this persuasion were, in 1708, residents at 
Colnbrook, or its neighbourhood. How they had learned the truth 
cannot be told. Their names only are now known. Of one, how
ever, Richard "\Veekly, it is stated that "he was a lineal descendant 
of Wycliffe, 'the Morning Star of the Reformation.'" 

Thev are believed to have met for worship in the cellar of a 
gentle~an's mansion known as Rickens Park; at which one of their 
number was an upper servant, and where, from time to time, their 
future Pastor, John Bidell, expounded to them the Word of God. 

THE FORMATION OF THE CHURCH. 

Being thus brought together in Providence, the desire came to 
them to follow their Lord fully by being joined in fellowship as a 
Gospel Church. After prayerful consideration and earnest confer
ence with some of the leading ministers of the Section of the 
Denomination which they wished to join, a meeting was arranged 
for April 14th. 

Seven pastors of eminence were present as witnesses of the 
proceedings, some of whose names are still familiar to students of 
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Ba.ptist history. They included ,Joseph Stennett, who preached 
sLatodly to a congregation of Seventh-day Baptists at Pinners Hall, 
and also largely sorved other brethren at their regular Sunday ser
vices; John Piggott, the minister of Little Wild f:ltreet Meeting, a 
man of high worth and repute; Nathanael Hodges, of Plymouth, 
who was afterwards knighted for presenting an address to George I. 
on his accession to the throne ; and Benjamin Stinton, a prede
cessor of 0. H. Spurgeon's, who succeeded the famous Benjamin 
Keach, and was followed by the far more eminent Dr. Gill. These 
with three others-doubtless also men of note-came to give their 
sanction to the service. vVe have no detailed account of what 
occurred, but we know that the following was agreed to and signed 
by nine brethren and four sisters in the presence of the aforesaid 
seven ministers, who likewise appended their names. 

A BOLD DECLARATION. 

" Coln brook, April 14, 1708. We whose names are under
written, having been Baptised into the Name of the Father of y" Son 
and of the Holy Spirit upon the profession of our Faith; and being 
mornover convinced that it is our duty to obey the rest of the Insti
tutions of our Saviour ; and particularly those that relate to Church 
Order and Discipline; do solemnly agree to join together in a 
Society or Church-state to carry on the worship of God together, 
and to submit to all those ordinances which belong to such a 
Christian Society according to our knowledge and those oppor
tunities which God shall give us, being desirous to glorify God in 
a Church relation, as well as to enjoy the privileges of that State. 

"And we do hereby declare that we own our blessed Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ, for our only Lord and Law-giver, and His sacred 
Word for our only rule of Faith, Worship and Life. 

''And (we) as solemnly agree to behave ourselves in a church 
relation in the management of all the Affairs of the House of Goel 
(according to the best of our understanding) conformably to the 
Holy Scripture in which our Saviour has fully declared His will 
to us." 

This was signed in the presence of the seven ministers whose 
names are added. It is noticeable that the caligraphy of the signa
tories in all cases is, considering the time, good. None of them 
were driven to substitute a mark (X) for their names, which shows 
that they were people of fair education and social standing. 
Appended, in a different hand, are ~wenty-one "Articles of Faith,'' 
which are emphatically Calvinistic, supplemented by twelve, as we 
should style them, "Rules and Regulations,'' which it is promised, 
"through the assistance of Christ, should be kept and observed." 

In these there is nothing remarkable, save that to the Article on the 
bavtism of believers by immersion it is added "that we are for the 
practice of the laying on of hands upon baptised believers when such 
see it their duty to come under this ordinance."-::, This refers to 

* In Ivimey's "History of the Baptists," Vol. II., 371, we are told that 
Benjamin Keach advocated the "laying of hands on baptised be-
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a practice, long discontinued, which certainly has no Scriptural 
authorit)·. In other respects "The Articles of Faith," though 
capable of improvement, would have the sanction of any existing 
Cause of truth to-day. 

Thus, at the onset, this infant Church settled that the basis of 
its fellowship should be unity in the revealed doctrines of the 
Gospel. From these it has never deviated. Let us hope that it 
newr will, till the Master comes again 

"To terminate the evil-to diadem the right." 

JOHN BIDELL, PASTOR ; CHOSEN 1708. 
This brother, as we have seen, had served them with accept

ance before their formation into a Church, and the Minutes of a 
meeting held ~fay 26th, 1708, attest that they had already "had 
large experience of his ability with respect to the work of the 
ministry." The design and business of their assembling is 
accordingly said to have been to solemnly call forth this " beloved 
brother to be their Pastor." 

He accepted their invitation, but whether his ministry even
tually prornd edifying, for how long it continued, and when and 
how it terminated, are not stated. He is not again mentioned, nor 
does his name occur in any Baptist history with which we have 
met. 

The book, moreover, is silent as to what occurred during an 
entire decade, the next reference being to March 22nd, 1718. 

(To be continued.) 

HoLY AND FALSE BoLDNESs.-There is a spurious boldness for 
Christ that arises from no better principle than ostentation. A 
man may be forward to expose himself to the dislike of men of 
the world, and even to provoke their displeasure, merely out of 
pride ; for it is in human nature to cause men to seek distinction 
and singularity, and so often times to set themselves at war with them 
whom they call" carnal," that they may be exalted among their party. 
True boldness for Christ is universal and overcomes all. It carries 
men above the displeasure of friends or foes, so that they will for
sake all rather than Christ, and will offend all parties, and be 
thought meanly of by all, rather than offend Him to Whom they 
first owe allegiance.-J onathan Edwards. 

A ·yvEAK FAITH DEPLORED.-All I now do, is to hold out a lame 
faith to Christ, like a beggar holding out a stump instead of an 
arm or leg, and cry, "Lord Jesus, work a miracle." 0 what would 
I give to have hands and arms to grip strongly and fold heart
somely about Christ's neck and to have my claim made good with 
real possession !-Samuel Rutherford. 

lievers" in a work entitled "Darkness Vanquished," and that he and 
h1s Church were so tenacious for it that they would admit none to their 
fellowship who had not submitted to it. 
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MEN AND NOT ANGELS THE OBJECTS OF REDE.\IPTIO~. 

A SERMON BY CHARLES HILL. 

(Continued.) 

"For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on 
Him tl.10 seed of Abraham."-Hebrews ii. 16. 

IN our last number, attention was directed by this great Preacher 
to the Proclaimed Fact-the Incarnation of the Lord Jesus. This, 
he further observes, is the fundamental fact of the Christian Faith. 
How vain and worthless would the Gospel be, had not Christ come 
in the flesh. Those who worship gods of their own mnking would 
be wise compared with men possessing reason and intelligence who 
deny this, and yet profess to regard Him as the object of their 
hope. "He died in vain-ye are yet in your sins "-to accommodate 
Paul's words on another subject (1 Cor. xv. 17)-if He were not the 
Deity in dust-" the Word made flesh," the Son of God dressed in 
the garments of humanity, who thus became as truly the brother 
of men as He was the Son of the living Jehovah. 

On this fact the whole Christian system depends-He is its 
source, foundation, issue, and end. Christianity without Christ, 
" God manifest in the flesh," would be nothing but a vague, 
despicable thing, undeserving of credence, and worthy only to be 
rejected by all who wish to do honour to themselves and to God. 
But on the other hand, a Christianity that grasps a mighty Christ 
is stronger than the world, and than all the intelligent forces of evil. 
It is destined to wave the flag of victory, shout the songs of 
conquest, and bear into the banquet hall, where the honours of the 
victory shall be given, the banners of glory and triumph, and lift 
up, not only here, but there, the endless strains of glory and 
honour to the Captain of Salvation, who made Himself perfect 
through suffering, and who makes His people perfect by the ordeal 
through which He Himself has passed. 

In considering this fact and looking at the language of the text 
you might be inclined to say that there was something singular 
about it, and it certainly would be so if applied to any other Being 
than to Jesus Christ. Read the text in connection with Moses, 
Abraham, David, and what a strange testimony it would be. You 
would be puzzled to know what such a statement meant, and you 
would wonder how such a statement ever came to be made. 

Suppose that it were asserted that Moses "verily took not on 
him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham." "What," 
you would exclaim, " had Moses t::> do either with being a man or 
an angel? " What, either, have you and I to do with such matters? 
It was not ours to elect. what place we should occupy in the scale of 
being. He that made the whale, the mammoth, and the insect, 
left not to them, or anything that He made in the vast ra~1ge _of 
creation the choice or election of what they should be. His mll 
and po\\;er formed us men. We had nothing to do with it. It. w~s 
not our fault that we are human beings. I do not know that rt 1s 
any honour to a man that he was the son of his father, for he could 
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not help it. None.of us possessed the choice of being what we are, 
or of coming into the world at the time and under the circum
stances that we did, in relation to our parents or positions. If we 
had possessed any power in the matter, many of us would ha,·e 
come into the world under very different circumstances. How 
man~- have been born to penury who would have elected to have 
been Princes or Princesses, and heirs to their vast estates, or to 
honourable positions in the world. The accident of birth may 
give to persons a fictitious power, but the individuals themselves 
have no influence over that position. 

It does not seem to have been so in relation to the glorious 
Being mentioned in my text. Christ came, and in so coming did 
what He pleased. He did not elect to be an angel, but He did elect 
to be a man ; He did not chose to take the nature of angels upon 
Him, but He chose to take the nature of men. He cast His eye 
upon the range of God's creati0n, and He elected humanity. He 
said, " I "-ill make it to be to My honour and My glory to be a man. 
I will take into association with manhood-Myself. I will assume 
all the attributes of human nature. I will take it in its purity, for 
I have no sin in connection with Myself. I will stand upon the 
earth the second Adam, and I will be the friend of Adam's fallen 
race." 

Xotice another point. He not only took the nature of man, but 
He identified Himself with a certain branch of the human family. 
He took upon Him the nature and seed of Abraham. These have 
always been a distinct race. There are peculiarities about them 
which ha-.e always distinguished them from other men. Jews have 
always been known wherever they have been found. Once the 
honoured servants of God, they now bear the brand of disobedience 
on their brow, and are a people rejected and cast off. Why, then, 
did Jesus take upon Him the seed of Abraham? Was it not to 
give distinctness or character to His work? The race of Abraham 
was always recognised as the subject of God's electing love-as the 
special recipients of His Divine favour, and do we not find in the 
work of Redemption His electing love making the lines of 
demarcation? Be does not take into fellowship with Him a new 
spirit by which He becomes a man, but He takes a people chosen 
to the love and fellowship of God, and He takes their nature, 
')ecause for them the work of Redemption is to be performed. 

"He took." These words prove two or three things to His 
glory. They prove His unique power or ability. He could do what 
no other man could do. He had command of His life, and He could 
take it and lay it down when He pleased. He was master of His 
own life. He had all the issues of it in His own power. They 
demonstrate His sovereignty. Re took it when it pleased Him, '.1nd 
though an Almighty Conqueror He laid it down at His own time 
for the souls of men and the glory of God. 

It also proves His condescen15ion. He condescended to become 
a man, and He who "thought it not robbery to be equal with God," 
clothed Himself in flesh. · He came, not to take a throne, not to 
occupy an exalted position in the State, but to be a working man, to 
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be a son of honest lnbour. He came to toil, and by His toil mt onl.v 
to sustain Himself in relation to this world, but to accomplish for 
working millions a right to the rest that remains for Him, and for 
them through Him. 

(To be contimtecl.) 

KINDNESS-A WOMAN'S TALK ON A GREAT 
SUBJECT. 

BY CLARISSA.-Concluded. 
"It is not doing what we would that counts for most, 

'Tis being brave and kind and good, amid the host; 
Far better than to crave and yearn 
Is just to live and love and learn." 

'' The poorest can afford to be kind; the least gifted can practise that 
loving wis<lom which knows the straightest road to human hearts."
W. Morley Pimshon. 

BECAUSE we cannot do good on a large scale, we must not under-rate 
the value of life's minor ministries. To recognise that nothing is 
unworthy of the heart's attention, and to make full use of seemingly 
small opportunities, is to bring much happiness into our own and 
other lives. 

They that observe the consequences of actions know that kind
ness reproduces itself, while its far-reaching effects can never be 
estimated. No sound is ever lost, but continues to echo for ever 
and ever. The splash of a pebble in the sea, starts the ripples 
until they break upon every shore. So kindness will continue to 
expand into wider and yet wider circles of happiness. Like well
invested capital, it pays compound interest in pleasant memories 
and friendships. 

Kindness is so helpful. We may not be wise enough to solve 
the problems that are puzzling our friends, nor strong enough to 
do much toward lifting their burdens, but the knowledge that we 
are interested, that their success will bring us joy and their failure 
cause us grief, is a constant inspiration. 

The sense of power and authority has a peculiar charm for 
certain characters, and if they are rich, talented, and in demand 
they conclude that it is their right to rule and to take the pre
cedence in our places of worship. They forget the words of Him 
who said, " Whosoever will be chief among you let him be your 
servant." Even if the foremc,st place is ours by right, it is 
not kind always to take it. 

Great usefulness is often marred bv the lack of a kind and 
tactful demeanour. Somo who rejoic~ in what they call plain
speaking, forget to '' speak the truth in love.'' Paul found it 
necessary to speak of some men as " the enemies of the cross of 
Christ," but he did it "weeping." Jesus pronounced the doom of 
Jerusalem, but with tears in His eyes. Words of rebuke must at 
times be spoken, 
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"But, by all thy nature's weakness, hidden faults and follies known, 
Be thou in rebuking evil, conscious of thine own." 

" We," said an old writer, "should wash one another's feet
but not with ice-cold water to chill them, or boiling water to scald 
them-but with it judiciously warm, when our ministry will be 
acceptable." 

The truest kindness was exemplified in the life of Christ; and 
little children, so quick, so keen, so correct in their intuitions, 
must have nestled confidingly in His arms. Sorrow, disease, and 
distress in their many forms appealed with success to Him. Never 
sparing Himself, "He went about doing good.'' 

His kindness was" merciful kindness,'' and no better exemplifi
cation of it can be given than the case of the woman " wronged 
and stained with ill '' who was brought before Him for judgment. 
The law was on the side of her accusers, and, gloating over her 
downfall, they thought the Master could do no other than condemn. 
They had to learn that the kindness of Jesus was a stronger force 
than the law, and that He did not estimate actions without taking 
into account motives and circumstances. 

His kindness, so keen in its discernment, could see the strug
gling of the better self in that woman's soul. He could understand 
the inward shrinking from the shame of the position she was in. 
He could accurately gauge the power of the temptation and the 
forces that had been brought against her. He was kind-the only 
One without sin, and yet the most reluctant to cast a stone. 

Peter can testify to the fact that kindness, though wronged, 
harbours no bitterness and finds no sweetness in revenge. He 
denied his Master, but the same "merciful kindness" sent the mes
sage-" Go, tell My disciples and Peter.'' 

Kindness, like a river, followed wherever Christ went, leaving 
countless streams to flow in all directions, but at Calvary it over
flowed its banks. There the great heart broke and let loose floods 
of kindness which reach to and envelop the whole ransomed world. 

This unparallaled kindness is the strongest reason which can be 
urged for the carrying out of the exhortation "Be ye kind.'' He 
has left us an example that we should "follow His steps." 

The time to be kind is the present. Post-mortem kindness is use
less. The fragrance of flowers piled on the coffin is wasted. W or~s 
of cheer are needed now, but can have no effect when the head 1s 
laid low by death. 

The injunction, " Be ye kind one to another," with which ~e 
commenced these papers, is of great force to-day, when our Chns
tian life has become, in many cases, so low and feeble. Of old the 
charm of our Church life was its cordial friendliness. Hands 
clasped hands, love was freely expressed, helpful ministries were 
exercised, and the mutual interest universally felt was tender and 
strong. How sad the contrast to-day. Strangers, if welcomed at 
all, are not treated with the old warmth. "Our chapel is a perfect 
ice-well,'' said one ; " we have a cold minister and a cold people. 
Ko wonder that the cause has gone down.'' 

Dear reader, kindness is an essential element in Church pros-
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perity. If lacking, nothing will compensate for its absence. Hence 
we close as we began. By the shortness of our time here, by the 
sorrow which abounds, by the good we all might do, brethren and 
sisters, for the blessed Saviour's sake, "Be ye kind." 

THE WATERS OF MARAH. 

BY PASTOR ALBERT ANDREWS, MAIDSTONE. 

"And they departed and went three days' journey in the wilderness 
of Etham, and pitched in Marah."-Numbers xxxiii. 8. 

THE children of Israel, when in the wilderness, were not always on 
the move, and this chapter relates the names of forty-two places at 
which, as directed by the pillar of cloud and fire, they were Divinely 
called upon to halt in their journeyings. 

Now, we know that '' whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through patience and com
fort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4). The trials 
undergone by God's ancient people in the forty years during which 
they "found grace in the wilderness" (Jer. xxxi. 2) happened, 
therefore, unto them for examples, and they are written for our 
admonition upon whom the ends of the world are come " (Rom. 
x. 11). Thus, while we are sure that the record of what occurred 
at Marah is literally true as a piece of authentic history, we are as 
confident that the narrative is fraught with spiritual instruction 
to-day to those who are " wise in heart.'' 

In many points we shall find a close analogy between Israel at 
this period of their history and the true people of the living God 
i.n all ageR. The former travelled through the literal wilderness. 
The latter are travelling in this land of spfritual peril and drought, 
in which 
"Dangers-of every sort and name attend the followers of the Lamb, 

Who've left the world's deceitful shore-have left it to return uo more." 

Confining our attention to one incident, we observe that 

MARAH WAS A PLACE OF DISAPPOINTMENT. 

Let us now read the more extended account of what is asso
ciated with Marah (Exodus xv. 23-25). 

This followed the destruction of Pharaoh and his host, when 
"Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the 
Egyptians." Then " the people feared and believed the Lord and 
His servant Moses," and listened with eager joy to the songs of 
Moses and Miriam, sung in gratitude to the Lord, who had 
"triumphed gloriously." 

The command to enter the wilderness followed, and for three 
days they found no water, and "when they c~me !? :tyarah th~y 
could not drink of the waters, for they were bitter. fhus their 
wilderness trials commenced. 

Their hope must have been strong when the waters were first 
seen in the distance, with their promise of relief to the weary and 

V 
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famished company. But for the present their hope met with no 
realisation. Water there indeed was, but its brackish character 
rendered it wholly unfit to slake human thirst. They possibly 
made trial of it to see if it would cool their parched tongues and 
lave their cracked lips. In vain. " They could not drink of the 
waters of Marah." 

Marah, in its spiritual aspect, is still no strange spot to many 
of God's true people. We have, as it were, been there when our 
hopes have been blasted, and our cherished expectations have 
been disappointed. 

Like the Psalmist, " Our souls have thirsted for God-for the 
living God." We have gone to His house promising ourselves 
spiritual refreshment, but, alas! have found none. 

We may have murmured against the preacher as the Jews mur
mured against Moses, for God's servants are often unjustly blamed. 
The people murmured against Moses. This, in effect, was murmur
ing against God. Moses did not make the waters bitter. Let us 
remember that God alone can command the blessing. If He with
holds it, and we, in our disappointment, murmur against His 
servant, we really murmur against the Master. This is nothing 
less than "sinning by charging God foolishly" (Job i. 22). 

MARAH WAS A PLACE OF TRIAL. 

Trials are not iisually foreseen. Sornetimes, however, God 
fortifies His people against impending sorrow by some manifesta
tion of His grace. He is pleased to prepare them for the bitter 
waters of Marah. In many instances our most eager anticipations 
are frustrated. We have promised ourselves comfort and ease, 
but have met with trouble and unrest. vYe set our hearts on some 
sweet, but behold bitterness. The prospect of pleasure allured us, 
but behold disappointment-frustrated hope. 

MARAH WAS A PLACE OF MIRACULOUS RELIEF. 

" :Moses cried unto the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree, 
which, when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet." 

How easy for Him who created the water to alter its quality ; 
and how easy for Him who permits the bitter trial to sweeten it ! 
God did not take away the bitter water, but changed it. 

It is useless and unnecessary for us to inquire what kind of 
tree this was, and whether its efficacy was natural or miraculous. 
The latter is, perhaps, the more probable. The spiritual meaning 
is, however, plain. 

"The cross on which the Saviour died and suffered for His saints
This is the tree, by faith applied, which sweetens all complaints." 

He that can sing from the heart : 
"Since all that I meet shall work for my good, 

The bitter is sweet, the medicine is food," 

needs no commentator to explain the true meaning of "Marah's 
mystic tree." 
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Still He sanctifies our triala. Still He resolves sorrow into 
gladness. He does not banish our tribulations, but enables us to 
" glory" in them. He does not remove ou1· "thorn in the flesh,'' 
whatever it may be, but makes the trial the occasion of such 
assurance of blessing as fills the heart with ecstasy. Thus He 
still "turns our sorrow into joy," and renders bitterness the source 
of sweetness. 

Especially do we realise this when, by the gracious Spirit, we 
see that " in all our affiictions He was affiicted ; " that in all our 
temptations He was tempted, and that He, the "Tree of Life,'' was 
cast into the river of death that He might make those bitter waters 
the means of life unto our souls. Thus, 

"While saints by faith behold the cross, though many trials they meet, 
They draw a gain from every loss, and find the bitter sweet." 

THE CHRISTIAN'S CROWN. 

OH I have a crown that encircles my brow, 
The gift of Immanuel's love; 

Designed to illustrate my dignity now, 
My fulness of glory above. 

'Twas placed on my head by His own loving hand, 
Who made me a king and ,i priest ; 

And thus in His presence I'm honoured to stand, 
Or sit at His table and feast. 

But how much it cost Him my crown to procure 
Can never by mortals be known, 

Or what our dear Saviour was called to endure 
When He left for a season His throne. 

What mysteries shroud His miraculous birth ! 
In Bethlehem's manger He lay ; 

And what He passed through while He sojourned on earth 
No language can ever portray. 

But wonders still greater and deeper surround 
His death on the terrible cross : 

Oh who can these fathomlesss mysteries sound, 
Or trace Divine love to its source? 

Blest Saviour I Thy crown was a garland of thorn, 
But mine has been woven by Love! 

On earth I'll rejoice that my curse Thou hast borne, 
And live in the hope of that glorious morn 

When I'll crown Thee in heaven above. 
-·JOSIA.H BRISCOE. 

THE DIVINE REMEMBRANCEk (2 Sam. viii. 16, mm·gin).-The 
Holy Spirit is Lord of our mental powers, and will, if. duly 
depended on, enable us to recollect words as well as thoughts when 
we are preaching. Ministers sometimes take into the pulpit choice 
sentences borrowed from books and copied on paper to read in the 
course of their sermons. I beg you not to do so. It is the 
beginning of a bad habit. Have confidence in the Divine Remem
brancer. He is a wonderful Helper of God's servants who fully 
trust Him.-M. S. S. 
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"THOUGHT IS DEEPER THAN ALL SPEECH." 

REFLECTIONS ON A L0Na-Lov1m PoEM. 

Oua readers have not, we trust, forgotten the truthf-ul and timely 
article in our August number, entitled, "Sine qua Non; or, Love 
the Essential." It closed with three stanzas from a popular poem 
by a well-known American painter and po..it. To some these proved 
unintelligible. We therefore here reproduce it in its entirety, and 
subjoin a brief explanation. This will, we trust, make the writer's 
meaning plain, and win admiration for a composition of rare and 
delicate beauty. 

INTERCOM MUNION. 

BY CHRISTOPHER PEARSE CRANCH, Oamb1·idge, Massachusetts (1813-1892). 

" Thought is deeper than all speech, feeling deeper than all thought, 
Souls to souls can never teach what unto themselves was taught. 

We are spirits clad in veils-man by man was never seen-
All our deep communing fails t,o remove the shadowy screen. 

Heart to heart was never known, mind with mind did never meet, 
We are columns left alone of a temple once complete. 

Only when the sun of love melts the scattered stars of thought
Only when we live above what the dim-eyed world bath taught; 

Only when our souls are fed by the fount which gave them birth, 
And by inspiration led which they never drew from earth; 

We, like parted drops of rain, swelling till they melt and run, 
Shall be all absorbed again, melting, flowing into one."* 

-Contributed by J. P. G. 

SUGGESTED EXPLANATION. 

I. 
Words are often styled "symbols of thought." By them the 

results of the mental process called thinking, are expressed, and 
mind hold intercourse with mind. But many thoughts cannot 
be so revealed : words do not avail to convey them. Hence 
" thought is deeper than all speech." 

Emotions, or what the heart feels, are often :far harder to define 
and explain in words than even our thoughts are. Our ordinary 
ideas may be conveyed in current language, but the solemn lessons 
which our souls only can learn cannot be fully conveyed to others. 
On these we are perforce silent, for words cannot be found to 
express them. 

II. 
Our bodies are not ourselves. " We are spirits,'' and our bodies 

hide the secrets of our souls from others. The flesh-like a veil 
which conceals the features of a face - prevents our perfect 
acquaintance with each other. Intercourse, however frank and 

* An anonymoui: correspondent deems the verses quoted by t~e 
esteemed writer of the article in question "nonsense," through his 
apparently supposing that "meit," in verse six, necessarily means to, 
reduce from a solid to a liquid state, as ice is melted when it becomes 
water. Cranch, however, evidently uses the worl}. in the sense of "absorb." 
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cordial, leaves us in ignorance of much that belongs to the true 
characters of our fellow-men. Close though our commu°'ion may 
be, an inexplicable something is always interposed between- one 
human spirit and another, and, like an impalpable screen, prevents 
our full appreciation, even of those who are nearest and dearest to 
us. This the most earnest efforts to understand and to be under
stood cannot displace. 

III. 
Hence no heart can be fully cognisant of the emotions of 

another, nor can one mind come into perfect contact with another 
mind. Like the remaining pillars of a ruined temple, we stand 
alone in the isolation of our own personality-so near our fellow
men, yet unable to come into perfect contact of spirit with them. 

IV. 
But there is a power which brings isolated and lonely hearts 

into close contiguity. It is the power of love. When the sun 
rises, the lesser lights of the night are lost to view in the great 
light of the growing day. 

" Thus star by star declines, 
Till all have passed away, 

As morning high and higher shines 
To pure and perfect day; 

Nor sink these stars in empty night-
They hide themselves in heaven's own light." 

So, when the sun of love irradiates human hearts, and then only, 
their light is ," melted "-absorbed or dissolved in the full bright
ness of the day - our obtrusive individuality being lo3t in the 
perfect communion of love. 

V. 
When the Lord-who is our Creator, and thus our Divine 

Source or Fountain-imparts His special grace to our souls, and 
"the inspiration of th~ Almighty" thus "giveth us understand
ing" (Job xxxii. 8), and we learn what earthly objects and earth
born instructors, with their feeble insight into things, can never 
teach us: 

VI. 
Then, and then only-like isolated drops of rain, which, when 

they come into contact, conjoin, unite, and become one, each being 
absorbed by the others-shall we be delivered from our personal 
idiosyncracies, and all other things which estrange human spirits 
and keep them apart. Then only shall we coalesce in the unity of 
perfect fellowship-like the little stream which is made up of the 
many separate drops. 

* 
SUMMARY. 

"The poet thus uses the above facts as illustrations of the only 
way in which human beincrs can be spiritually united. In the 
da{·kness of sin in which m;n live to self and 'without God in the 
world,' the prevailing feeling is isolation and personal interest. 
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' Every man is for himself.' ' Am I my brother's keeper? ' 
' What is that to us ? See thou to that.' So still exclaim worldly 
hearts. 

"When the sun of Divine love arises upon our lives, and our 
selfishness is lost in a sense of God as the great centre of unity, 
and of men as our fellows, then our souls are nourished from 
heaven, and we live above the dim-eved world-not in the star
light of law, but in the sunlight of Divine love. Then, 'like once 
parted drops of rain,' we touch each other, are melted, or absorbed, 
and brought into unity with each other, and conjoined in spirit 
and in purpose. This union is commenced on earth by the 
ministration of the Holy Spirit in renewed hearts, and will be 
perfected in heaven, where, in the glory of their realised union 
with Christ and with each other, His people will be openly and 
visibly one for ever." 

September, 1908. J. P. GOODENOUGH. 

THE ~VllRAG E IN IRELAND AND ITS LESSONS. 
" For the soul is dead that slumbers AND THINGS ARE NOT WHAT THEY 

SEEM."-Longfellow. 

FEW books have proved more helpful to preachers and Bible
class teachers than " The Mirage of Life '' · by the late Haig 
~1iller. The natural optical delusion from which its title is derived 
is made the basis of a number of biographical illustrations-which 
all tend to establish the truth of Young's well-known ,lines :-

" All, all on earth is shadow, heaven is substance, 
The reverse is folly's creed." 

The Mirage--pronounced me-rarge, not my-rage-is due to the 
rays of light which convey the impression of distant objects to the 
eye being bent in their passage through the air when in an abnor
mal condition, so that these appear comparatively close to a spectator. 
Thus in desert countries, clumps of palm-trees, springs of water 
and groups of houses are at times distinctly visible where no such 
objects exists, the delusion at times proving most distressing to 
travellers. 

The mirage is so rarely seen in our latitude that an account of 
its recent appearance in an Irish village will be read with interest. 
We extract it from the Daily News. 

" From the wild Connemara coast, some miles beyond Clifden, 
in Ireland, comes the story of a mirage. On Sunday evening, July 
26th, some children saw, as they supposed, a small town, well 
studded with houses, about six or seven miles westwards of Bally
connelly on the shore of the Atlantic Ocean. Presently hundreds 
of peoj)led gathered to witness the spectacle. Some of these 
describe the 'town and ocean' as 'composed of houses of 
difforent sizes and varying styles of architecture.' Here and there 
was ' a dismantled dwelling,' as if even this str~nge land of sun
shine had been the scene of misery and devastation. 
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"The phantom city was visible from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., when it 
gradually_ vanished. from view, leaving the spectators, many of 
whom behev~d that_ 1t was a small town that had come to stay, dis
mayed and d1sappomted. It at length wholly disappeared slowly 
and mystically. The sea was as calm as it had been before the 
twilight enshrouded it. The crowd, gazing anxiously out on the 
ocean from the shore, wondered if their eyes had not deceived them, 
but they had all seen the vision in the broad day light, only a few 
miles from the shore." 

This surely gives present interest to an old favourite book. We 
may hint that many men of modern times might be added to those 
of whose life-stories the author makes such effective use. The recent 
cases of millionaires, whose end has been so wretched, Napoleon III., 
Lord Randolf Churchill, or Prince Bismarck, once the terror of 
Europe, but who has left 

"A name at which the world grew pale, 
To point a moral and adorn a tale," 

will occur to most thoughtful readers. 
Verily Watts was right-" This world's a dream, an empty 

show," a lesson which we should impress on the minds of the young 
who are under our care. 

OUR DAILY l\lEROIES. 

WE are accustomed to draw a line of demarcation between God's 
general and special providences, as if the latter more strikingly 
manifested His wisdom and kindness than the former. A strong 
man earns five shillings as part of his weekly wage. Another 
when in trouble unexpectedly receives the same sum from a kindly 
stranger. Should not both recognise the care and kindness of God, 
the first in the health he enjoys, the ability he possesses, and the 
opportunity to work for honest money-vouchsafed him ? The 
second should bless God for the generosity of the friend who
prompted by the Lord-rendered such timely and welcome help. 

We are far from undervaluing the goodness of God when 
displayed in seasons of special extremity and distress ; but simply 
plead that His continuous care-which we so often fail to recognise 
-should evoke at least equal gratitude and praise to our Heavenly 
Father. 

"How sweet our daily mercies prove 
When they are seasoned with His love ! " 

This is finely illustrated in an anecdote which we more than 
once heard from the lips of C. H. S. 

"In the brave days of the Puritans, a certain man lived half
way between the residences of his two sous, both of whom were 
settled in life. 

"It happened one day, that both visited their father, to whom 
each recounted what, in the simple religion of those godly times, 
men were wont to call their ' journeying mercies.' 
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. "' Father,' said the elder son, 'rejoice with me. On my way 
luther, my horse stumbled five times. Yet I was not thrown, and 
reached ~·ot1 in safety. See 'how good the Lord is! ''' 

" ' Father,' rejoined the younger, ' I, too, can tell of the good 
ness of God ; for long as the distance from my house to yours is, 
my horse netie1· once stnmblcd at all.' ''<:, 

Thus we learn that to be preserved f1·01n danger is as great a 
favour as to be kept in danger. If God gives us health, upholds 
us morally, so that our characters are unspotted, and continues 
our ordinar~' comforts, His goodness demands our son!};s, quite as 
much as what sometimes seem His more wonderful interpositions, 
in seasons of extraordinary trouble. 

STRICT COl\IMUNION. 
As Strict Baptists we admit to the Lord's table only those who are 
members of Churches properly so-called. 

The Lord's Supper implies communion, and cannot be attended 
to in an individual capacity, but requires the presence and assent 
of others in the same faith, and in the same expression of it. Hence 
baptism, though at the threshold of the Church, is not strictly in 
it ; but the Lord's Supper is emphatically so ; and for a Church to 
carry the Lord's Supper outside the Church is to unchurch itself. 

Upon the whole, then, we contend thus: if a person requires us 
to baptise him, we must first be satisfied that he is converted; and 
although he may sincerely think himself converted, yet if he does 
not give scriptural proof of it, we must not baptise him. Again, 
if a person request to be admitted into Church fellowship we must 
be satisfied that he has been baptised ; and although he may sin
cerely think himself to have been baptised in infancy, yet that 
being unscriptural, we cannot acknowledge it to be valid. Again, 
if a person request to commune at the Lord's table, we must be 
satisfied that he is a Church member, and although he may sin
cerely think himself a Church member, because he belongs to a 
Church so called which practises sprinkling or admits to communion 
those who do, yet we cannot receive him, because we cannot 
recognise the Church of which he is a member to be one in the full 
Kew Testament sense of the word, and consequently cannot hold 
his membership to be valid. . 

We must therefore enquire and beg others to inquire, What is 
scriptural conversion ?-What is scriptural baptism ?-What is a 
scriptural Church? and be guided in our order and Church action 
accordingly. ======== G. W. SHEPHERD. 

CoYENANT SETTLEMENTs.-The decrees of God leave nothing to 
an afterthought, and He will not be a minute too late in one of His 
actions.-Rev. John Ryland, Senr. 

* This, though differing from a similar story in "From the Pulpit ~o 
the Palm-Branch," is exactly what we heard from our Pastor-President 1D 

our College days. 
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IN MEMORIAM : SAMUEL KING BLAND, IPSWICH, 
A SERVANT oF Goo. 

IN nothing is the sovereignty of God more manifest than in the 
characters and capacities of those whom He "has made to be 
accepted in the Beloved." All "shine as lights in the world," but 
some with a lustre so feeble as hardly to be perceived; whilst 
others are "burning and shining lights '' and command universal 
observation and esteem. 

Such was the subject of this memoir. . Prominent in the 
Church of God, and regarded very highly by those who knew him 
best, he occupied a foremost position as one who served his own 
generation wisely and well " by the will of God." 

AN APPRECIATION. 

For this he was naturally qualified. Gifted with an attractive 
personality, pleasing conversational powers, a ripened judgment, 
and a wonderful memory, he was, when at his best, a walking 
chronicle of the past, and a willing and reliable helper of the men 
of his own time. 

Hardly to be called a scholar in the fullest sense of the word, 
he possessed what is far more useful than the learning of the 
schools, a great fund of general information. There was hardly a 
subject on which he had not read and thought. Natural history, 
the occult laws of the mind, the world's long story, archreology, and 
theology in its many branches, all had engaged his attention. He 
was a shrewd observer of human character and rarely formed a 
wrong estimate of a fellow-man. 

He was eminently generous in his judgment of those whose 
failings were conspicuous, and always solicitous to see the "angel
side" of those who had erred and strayed. While some regard as 
hopeless offenders, those who have once sinned, he had learned in 
the spirit of his Master to be 

" -- to their faults a little blind 
And to their virtues ever kir,d." 

In religious matters his disposition was graciously broad and 
Catholic. Firmly attached to the principles of his own Denomina
tion, and never shrinking from avowing to what section of the 
Church his heart had been given, he recognised grace where,:er 
he saw that God had implanted it, and thus obtained the cordial 
friendship of many whose views on doctrine and Church discipline 
he by no means shared. He thus solved, to a large extent, the 
problem of "loving the brotherhood " and at the same time of con
tendi11g " earnestly for the faith once (for all) delivered to the 
saints.'' 

In this he was an exception to some who are doservedly r~garded 
very highly among us. These forget that our Lord desrred th~ 
visible union of His true people on earth and prayed "t~at they all 
might " be one"-" as Thou, Father, art in ~le and I m ~hee, that 
they also may be one in Us, that the world ~~y believe t~at 
Thou hast sent Us.'' They make no effort to keep the umty 
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of the Spirit in the bond of peace,'' and while they pride 
themseln's on having no intercourse with Christians from whom 
they differ, have hard things to say of those who while "they dwell 
among their own people " and reserve for them their best and 
choicest, confraternise with others whom they deem to be faithfully 
sen--ing our common Lord, and lovingly help them for His sake. 

Such ministrations were our brother's delight, and some of 
the misunderstanding of which he was at times the subject may, we 
think, be accounted for by his willingness to minister occasionally to 
those who held " tlie Head," but a few of whose sentiments on 
things non-essential differed from his own. 

These things proved his unique qualifications as a denomina
tional leader ; and as such he was widely recognised by the 
Churches of our own "Faith and Order," specially in East Anglia. 
Like our late friend John Box, of London, he had the rare art of 
gathering willing workers around him ; maintaining their con
fidence and adherance ; and keeping them in loyal and loving touch 
with himself, each other, and with the principles he deemed scrip
tural. His own zeal animated others, and even some who did not 
al ways regard his proceedings with entire favour, and such there 
indubitably were, felt constrained to admit the importance and 
Yalue of his self-denying labours in the cause of God and truth. 

Of his personal religion we can say but little. He seemed to 
shrink from parading himself and his spiritual experiences. Those, 
however, who were in closest fellowship with him often felt the 
quiet force of the inner grace he possessed. Humiliating confes
sions of his own unworthiness, sinfulness and corruption, were 
wholly foreign to his character and absent from his preaching. 
The business of his life was rather to spread the name and fame of 
the Lord he loved and to extol the grace that had saved him in its 
glorious freedom and abounding fulness. 

Such were some of the observed traits of the character of him 
whom God has recalled ; and the story of whose life briefly told 
will doubtless interest the reader. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

His family were of Dutch extraction. He was born in South
wark on July 26th, 1822, and was one of twins, the other dying 
when a babe. He also was so delicate that in his infancy he was 
not expected to live. In 1836 his father removed to Reading, but 
did not long survive the change. In the following year his mother 
returned to London, in which his later boyhood and early manhood 
were passed. . 

These were days of great religious activity in the Metropolis, 
and he treasured the memory, in after years, of eminent preachers 
whom he saw and heard when quite a lad. Among these was Row
land Hill, then of great age, of whom and his preaching he had a 
distinct and vivid recollection. 

The name of the man of God who was made savingly useful to 
him we do not know · but " the Lord met with him "-to use the 
time-honoured phras~-when but twenty years of age. He joined the 
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Church at East Street, Walworth, George Moyle, of Peckham, of 
fragrant memory, receiving him into the visible Church by 
baptism. 

Thus his Christian career commenced. It shall be ours in future 
pages to recount some of the subsequent steps of his prolonged life 
of service. 

(To be continued). 

THE JOY OF INCOMPLETENESS. 

IF all our life were one broad glare 
Of sunlight-clear, unclouded-

If all our path were smooth and fair, 
By no soft gloom enshrouded ; 

If all life's flowers were fully blown, 
Without the slow unfolding, 

And happiness were rudely thrown 
To hands too weak for holding; 

Should we not miss the twilight hour, 
The gentle haze and sadness ? 

Should we not long for storm and shower 
To break the constant gladness? 

If none were sick, if none were sad, 
What service could we render ? 

For 0, if we were always glad, 
We scarcely could be tender. 

If sorrow never claimed our heart, 
And every wish were granted, 

Patience would die, and hope depart
Life would be disenchanted. 

Did our beloved never need 
Our patient ministration, 

Earth would grow cold, and miss, indeed, 
Its sweetest consolation. 

And if, as the beloved of God, 
We had no tribulation, 

No fading flowers, no crushing load, 
No darkness, no temptation; 

If no o'erwhelming storms arose, 
For faith and patience calling, 

No hope deferred that weary grows, 
No trials strange befalling, 

No rugged hills that we must climb, 
No stern and painful dnty, 

Our singing would be less sublime 
And truth lose half its beauty. 

If every trouble we were spared, 
No sorrow with lire blending; 

We then might question if we shared 
The Saviour's love unentling. 

But hnsh ! like distant chimes we hear 
The voice from heaven assuring 

That those who take their cross shall wear 
The crown of lifo enduring. 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN. 
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LIGHT AT EVENTIDE. 

AN hornENT IN THE EXPERIENCE oF MRs. JANE HALL, THE 
MOTHER OF THE GREAT RonERT HALL, 

"At evening time it shall be light.''-Zcohariah xiv. 7, 

WHILE _the Lord honours the strong faith which so glorifies Him 
(Rom. IY. 20), He is "very pitiful" to those whose faith is weak. He 
saves "her that halteth" (Zeph. iii. 19), and oftens sends tokens 
for good (Psalm lxxxvi.16) to those who crave for visible and palpable 
assurances of His favour and presence. Witness this o'er true and 
twice-told tale ! 

Robert Hall, of Arnsby (1728-1791), was the father of the 
cel~brated preacher of the same name at Cambridge, Leicester, and 
Bristol. His wife, a true Christian, for many years enjoyed much of 
the consolations of grace, till in 1772 a singular form of mental 
depression seized her. Not only did she lose all assurance of salva
tion, but blank despair invaded the heart where peace and joy ,had 
reigned; and she fancied herself an irretrievably lost sinner. 

"This apprehension," says her husband," had such ascendency, 
that in August last, my watch happening to be hanging in her 
chamber, she seized it and dashed it violently on the floor. 'I 
have done with counting time,' she cried; 'I am entered on an 
eternal state of suffering. I am as surely damned as that watch is 
broken!' 

" It, however, did not receive the least injury. She was amazed 
and cried with tears: ' Well, if God save me, all Heaven will be 
astonished ; but none will wonder at His unparalleled mercy as I 
shall myself! ' 

" B~t even this had no abiding effect. In a few weeks she was 
in as great distress as ever ; and concluding that she had not before 
thrown the watch with sufficient force, she again flung it with all 
her might across the room ; repeating, as she did so, her former 
words. 

"Still it received no harm, which was astonishing, as the 
enamel had been previously cracked by an accidental fall ; but now 
neither the case, the glass, nor the face sustained the least injury. 
I was not indeed present when these things happened, but she 
herself informed me d them with many tears.'' 

Thus this story ends ; but four years afterwards he made the 
following memorandum :-" Dec. 21st, 1776. My poor dear wife 
died this morning. Comfort came to her last Tuesday, but she 
did not mention it till the following night, when in holy rapture 
she cried, ' He is come ! He is come ! ' " 

A brief account of her death was inserted in the Church-book, 
which closed with these words, in her bereaved husband's hand-
writing :- • · 

" Thus died that precious tried Christian, who was generally 
highly favoured of the Lord since she knew Him of a truth, till 
within the last four years, which have been trying indeed. But 
her trials ended in triumph." 
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" THE BREAD WHICH WE BREAK." 

A COMMUNION MEDITATION. 

Tnus the great Apostle refers to one of the sacred symbols associated 
with the Lord's Supper (1 Cor. x. 16). We are about to sit at the 
table of the Lord. Let us entreat the Holy Ghost to direct our 
thoughts to "the Well-Beloved," that our "meditation of Him may 
be sweet.'' 

Taking into our hands a portion of the " one bread'' -::, (1 Cor. 
x. 17) of which we shall in a few moments unitedly partake, we 
cannot but think of 

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF OUR GOD. 

The bread before us once existed in the form of seed-corn. As 
such, it was " cast '' by the farmer " into the ground.'' In due 
time it germinated until, the mysterious process of growth having 
been completed, there appeared '' the full corn in the ear." The 
seed, though small, was "living," and life, whether plant, animal, 
or human, natural or spiritual, is the sovereign gift of God. Men, 
indeed, possess many powers delegated to them by the Most High. 
Yet it is not in their power to impart life, which the Lord retains 
within His own keeping, bestowing it when and where He wills. 

As, therefore, we sit around this sacred board, we cannot but 
feel that we are here according to the good and gracious pleasure 
of Him "who worketh all things according to His own will.'' The 
multitude run to do evil. The heart of the "natural '' man is still 
closed to all true spiritual emotions. And such were all of us ; 
but we have been made to differ. Why? Not because of 
"works of righteousness which we had done," but because of "His 
own purpose and grace which were given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began.'' 

Again we glance at the bread before us. We recall that after 
the thrashing of the corn, it was sent to the mill, there to be 
"bruised'' or ground into flour in order to be made available for 
the use of man. Thus we are reminded of 

OUR SUFFERING SAVIOUR, 

who was "bmised for our iniquities.'' He Himself said to His 
disciples: "Take eat, this is My body which is b1·oken for you.'' 
We meet in the name of Him who became "obedient unto death," 
whose body was actually "broken'' on account of sin, from whose 
side there came forth water and blood because of the cruel sword
thrust of enemies whose hatred manifested itself ewm when Jesus 
hung upon the cross. No words can express the sufferings of 
Jesus! It is true that He is now enthroned on the right hand of 
God but it was by the via doloroi;a-the way of grief untold. Ere on 
His head the "many crowns" reposed, He suffered many "crosses,'' 
and before the music of the heavenly singers rang within His ears 
as they proclaimed Him "King of Glory." He listened to the 
howling of the frantic mob as they cried " Crucify Him ! " 

* More happily rendered "one loaf" or "piece of bread."-EDITOR. 
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All this He endured, not for His friends, but for His enemies ! 
And (can I add) all this, my soul, for thee-for thee, who once 
wouldst not have Him reign over thee-thee, whose sins helped 
to nail Him to the tree ? Yes, " He, the Just, died for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God." 

Again, as we look by faith at our suffering Saviour, let us 
restrain our murmurs if in our lives the "cross" has to be 
endured. "I£ we suffe1· with Him we shall also reign with Him," 
and the pains of this present life will one day give place to the 
" pleasures '' which are " at God's right hand for evermore.'' Dear 
fellow-believer, as you sit at the table of your Lord, feeling, it may 
be, the weight of life's burdens, remember that it is your privilege 
to have fellowship with Him "in His sufferings" in order that you 
may hereafter enter into the " joy " of your Lord, who " for the 
suffering of death is crowned with glory and honour," and who has 
promised that "he that overcometh shall sit with Him upon His 
throne." 

Once more. Our spiritual imagination is fired as we look at" the 
bread which we break.'' We hear our Saviour say, "This is My 
body which is broken for you.'' We think of Jesus as 

THE SACRIFICE FOR SIN, 

" Once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself.'' There is no other way of pardon 
or remission. "There remaineth no more (no other) Sacrifice for 
sins." Nor is another needed. By the sacrifice of Jesus the heart 
of the believing sinner is brought into peace with God through the 
blood which cleanseth from all sin. Faith in that atoning Sacrifice 
lies at the very foundation of our joy as we sit at the table of our 
once crucified but now risen Redeemer. 

Lastly, "the bread which we break" symbolises the spiritual 
food which constitutes 

THE SUSTENANCE OF THE SOUL. 

:'.lfaterial bodies require material food, spiritual bodies need 
spiritual food. Since we are both material and spiritual, we require 
material food for the body and spiritual food for the soul. Jesus, 
in the glorious complexity of His Person, which enabled Him to 
" finish " the work of Redemption, is our Bread, the Bread which 
~ame down from Heaven. We feed upon Him. Hungering for 
this "Bread of Life,'' we take up our Bibles that we may " see 
Jesus,'' and, in. the spiritual sense, may " eat His flesh" and "drink 
His blood." 

Moreover, our hearts are solemnised as we hear Him say : 
" Except ye eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of Man, ye 
have no life in you." Jesus, and Jesus only, is the believer's food. 
We must not, we cannot, feed upon the writings of men about Him, 
we can only feed upon Him. In one book only do we find His per
fect portrait, from one source only can we draw the pure water of 
life and that is the Book. In the written Word we look for the 
Li,:ing Bread upon which we feed and are satisfied. 
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God give each of us grace day by day to feed by faith upon the 
Person and Work of Christ, till we are favoured to join the blood
bought throng at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb ! 

J. P. GOODENOUGH. 

VARYING ExPERIENCEs.-There are times when a believer knows 
what it is really to cease from all men, bad and good, and then it 
is he finds the sweetest repose in the Lord his God. It is true, 
every means ought to be used to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, and nothing is more beautiful than to behold 
love in exercise among real brethren. But how frequently do the 
saints idolise these things, till the Lord permits the potsherds to 
dash against each other ; that, severe as such circumstances may be, 
they may by such means learn to "cease from man, whose breath 
is in his nostrils.-H. Fowler. 

RoME's AocuRSED CoNFESSIONAL.-Romish priests are enjoined 
to ask penitents most revolting questions, which they are bound to 
answer, under the penalty of deadly sin. No person can take the 
Lord's Supper without first confessing to a priest and receiving 
absolution. The doctrine of Rome is that if the penitent does not 
confess all his sins when thus asked, if he have any mental reserve, 
or answer falsely, the absolution is void; and if under these 
circumstances he take the consecrated wafer, he is guilty of deadly 
sin--in other words, has damned his own soul. What a trap of 
hell !-J. 0. Philpot. 

"l KEPT BACK NOTHING THAT WAS PROFITABLE UNTO YOU " 

(Acts xx. 2O).-Asked, on one occasion, to state what he judged was 
the cause of his popularity and power, James Wells is said to have 
replied that while he and his ministerial brethren held the same 
doctrines, many were too timid to declare the naked truth-" the 
whole counsel of God." " What I preach they also believe, but 
they are afraid to preach it."-M. S. S. 

THE PREACHING OF JAMES WELLs.-There was a wonderful 
exuberance about the delivery of this great preacher which I ha,-e 
never seen equalled in other ministers. When he was fairly under 
way, he seemed to "rejoice as a strong man to run a race." Like 
a bird on the wing, or '' a hind let loose," he appeared to revel in 
the glory and grace of his Master and the beauty of the message he 
was called to deliver.-M. S. S. 

ALL TRUTH PROFITABLE (2 Tim. iii. 16).-What the Spirit in 
His wisdom has caused to be written, the God-sent preacher must 
declare. There are no" dangerous doctrines," as some call them. 
All are profitable if delivered in a becoming way and in a right 
spirit.-John Hazelton. 

THE PREACHER'S MEMORY.-Ministers should rely more than 
many do on the power of ~heir mind~. to recall what they have 
previously read. Memory, hke a true friend, loves to be trusted.
William Jay, of Bath. 
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REVIEWS, LlTERARY NOTES, ETC. 

A History of the Rise, P,·og,·ess, arid 
Present Position of the Forest Fold 
Baptist Chapel, Crowbo.-ough, Sus&e:r. 
By E. Littleton, Pastor, Witllvham, 
Tunbridge Wells. · 

IN our brief review of our brother's 
.Autobiography in our last issue, we re
marked that we could have desired that 
it bad been laid on his heart to give 
more information concerning the gra
cious men with whom he was a1sociated 
in bygone years. Much to our gratifi
cation we lrnrn that our wish was anti
cipated ten years ago in a book which 
bears the above title, and which we 
have read with very great interest. It 
corroborates what we stated about the 
origin of the cause; and does ample 
justice to the memories of George 
Doggett, Philip Dickerson, and other 
saintly men and women to whom this 
Church was once dear. Whether the little 
volume is still in print we cannot say. 

We, however, accord it this notice in jus
tice to the character and right feeling of 
the now patriarchal author whom in all 
Christian kindness, •' we wish ~ell in 
the name of the Lord." 
'' Tell it Out"-" Publish y.,_" l'ly 

Anna Boobbyer, author of " Broken 
Pu_rposes but .Answered Prayers." 
Price, post free, three halfpence, from 
Marcus Bergmann, "Sans Souci," 
South Benfteet, Essex. 

THIS chastely written booklet of twenty
three pag:es ia the production of a lady 
who desires to commend evangalical 
work among God's ancient people 
to ~h~ sympathy and suoport of the 
Christian public. It contains much im
portant collateral information of an in
teresting and important character while 
it claims that its main theme d~serves 
fa~ more attention. than it has yet re
ceived. As far as 1t embodies the mind 
of the Lord, may it have His blessing! 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

THE ROMAN INVASION. 
WITH unfeigned gratitnde to God we 
hailed the news that the carrying of 
the Host throngh the streets of London 
had been prohibited hy the intervention 
of the Prime Minister. It was well 
known that snch a thing was contrary 
to the law of this Protestant country 
and against the wishes of her eitizem, 
and yet these wishes were to be ignored 
and the law defied. 

Deploring the tone of the Press 
generally, we think that Mr. Aequith is 
to be congratulated on his wise decision, 
and we thank God that he upheld the 
law and saved the country from reproach 

The Pope's Legate may fi,.tter himself 
if he chooses that "only a few irrespon
sible persons" were opposed to this 
outrage, but we venture to think that 
there is a strong Protestant feeling in 
the land, and that the people would not 
tamely submit to the re-imposition of 
priestly intolerance. 

In J nly, 1906, we called attention to 
the fact that after having obtained 
permiseion from the Government to 
hold re! igious meetings irt a theatre in 
Malta, Mr. McNeill had to bring them 
to an abrupt termination owing to the 
intervention of the Rom1m Catholic 
Archbishop. He wrote to the Governor, 
calling u1,1on him to prevent this ont• 
rage on Catholic sentiment. The 
Governor having replied that he did 

not see how the holding of the meetings 
could constitute a scandal or a. departure 
from the promises made by His Majesty's 
Government, the Archbishop warned 
the Governor against an outbreak of 
popular indignation, and added that in 
continuing to permit the Protestant 
Mission in a place which is not allotted 
to the Protestant cult the Government 
of Malta could not do a greater injury 
to the Catholic religion, which was the 
religion of Malta. 

Cardinal Manning, in 1876, justified 
the prohibitory measures against Pro
testantism in Spain in the worde : " The 
Spanish people a.re united in faith and 
religion, and are fully justified in pre
serving their country and their house
holds from the miserie• of religious 
conflict." So much for Rome's idea of 
religious liberty. 

Far be it from ue, however, to advocate 
that similar treatment should he meted 
out by a Protestant country to Roman
ists. Civil and religious liberty has 
cost too much, and most strenuously 
would we contend for this liberty-the 
right of Romanist as well as Pro• 
testant to conduct religious services 
according to their own conscientious 
convictione, but liberty does not mean 
license to ride roughshod over laws 
framed for the mamtenanoe of that 
liberty, or to encroach on the liberties 
of others. 
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. Gra_dually F.omaniem has advanced I Whilst, tllen, we thank God for this 
in this oountry, and thi~, in our own timely intervention, let ue remember 
J u~gment, th,rea.tene the lib.er ties we "More thinga e.•e wronght by prayer 
prize. Relig1ous Orders which have Than thia world dreams of" 
been found inimioal to the welfare of Brethren let ue pray I J E F 
other nations and have been expelled, ' · · · 
have found a harbour in this land of 
liberty, and now for the first time in 
about 350 years a Legate arrives from 
Rome, who, acoordmg to one account, 
is received in London, outside the 
Cathedral, ae though he were a king, 
and inside the building, as though he 
were a god. 

Romanism tolerates only while it can 
do no other; it aims at absolute 
ascendenoy, and what that ascendency 
means the history of the past 11,nd the 
doings at present, where Rome has 
power, abund1mtly testify. 

The Tablet put the matter quite 
frankly:-" This Eucho.ristic Congress 
is the publio and official return or our 
Lord to England. By this Congress 
Jesus will take formal and solemn 
possession of the nation, and will once 
more reign over the length and breadth 
of the land, and waits to receive the 
homage of the English people." But 
what an insult to true Englishmen. 

The saorifioe of the Ma.as is the centre 
of the Roman Catholic faith. It is this 
which gives power to the priest, and 
priestly domina.ncy is a curse to any 
country. Here is the one outstanding 
feature in H.omish persecution. When 
b,ffled in argument by leuned, godly 
men, the Inquisitor puts the question. 
"Do you believe in transubstantiation 1" 
and beca.use they would not assent to a 
dogma opposed to Scripture and repug
nant to common-iense our fathers 
)Jerished. 

To ue, as Protesta.nte-a.nd this is yet 
a Protestant country-the Mass is 
idolatry, and idolatry of the worst kind, 
because 1t is la.belled Christian. In hi• 
letter the Pope says:-" We venerate 
the Eucharist not only as the greatest 
of the sacraments, but as that which is 
truly the chief act of divine worship 
and eseential to real religion-a sacrifice. 
In the Eucharist that selfsame sacrifice 
offered once upon the cross is renewed 
•. , a. saorifice of atonement and pro
pitiation. And Rome's curse re~ts upon 
the man who refuses to acknowledge 
that it ought to be offered for the living 
and the dead for sins, punishment•, 
satisfaction, and other necessities." To 
believe this is to believe a lie, and the 
elevating of the Hodt is thus, in our 
judgment, thl' dragging in the dust of 
the honour of Him who is dee.rer than 
life, who offered the sacrifice once 
for all. , 

It appears evident that the prohibition 
of this specta.ole will ooca.eion q ueetione 
in Parliament, and that an attempt will 
al{ain be ma.de to tamper with the 
Coronation Oath, 

BRIGHTON (WEST STREET).-That 
the Lord is blessing the ministry of 
Mr. H. S. Bonlton was evident by the 
good congregations which assembled on 
~eptember lot for the celebration of 
the Chnrch anniverea.ry. Mr. T. Carr 
in the afternoon dwelt with much 
profit on the saint•' herit,.ge in the 
promisee_, and Mr. Jamee E. Flegg in 
the evemng wag helped in speaking of 
present problems and their future 
oolution. 

HOUNSLOW.-On Wednesday, the 
9th inst., harvest tha.nkegiving •ervices 
were held, when Pastor E. Mitchell 
was graciously helped to expatiate 
upon tlle love of Christ to the profit of 
the friends gathered. The evening 
meeting was presided over hy the 
genial •ecretary of the M.A.S.B.C., Mr. 
Newman, who in opening, after prayer 
by Mr. '.L'llistleton, gave utterance to 
word• of instruction and stimulus. 
Pastor W. S. Ba.ker, of Stainee, gave a 
well-thought-:mt address, drawing 
lessons from the harve•t. Mr. Ben 
Mutimer, wllom it was a pleasure for 
the first time to hear speak ,n the 
Master'• name, earnestly addressed the 
meeting on '· My God shall eupply all 
your needs," followed by a few words 
Irom the Pa.star, Ja.mes E. Flegg, upon 
"My Father is the Husbandma.n." The 
meetinge, eepecia.lly a.a the day waa 
unfavouri.ble, were very good, as were 
1>lao the collections. 

KINGSTON - O:N' - THAMES. - The 
anniver•a.ry of this Cause was cele
brated on September 16th, when Pa.star 
Jamed E. Flegg preaolled upon the 
abiding faithfulne,s of God to a good 
company. ~everal friends spoke of the 
profit derived from the discourse. The 
evening meeting was presided over by 
Pa.star J olln Bush, an old friend of tlle 
Kingston Ca.use. He congratulated 
tllem upon the progress ma.de and gave 
a )Jrofita.ble address on the Pllilippia.n 
()huroh. Pastor W. S. Baker spoke on 
the spiritual temple and Pastor J. E. 
~'!egg on an old love story and its 
lesoone (Ruth ii. 16), The oha.pel wao 
filled at the evening meeting and the 
services proved •easons of refreshing. 

STOW MAR KET (BETHESDA).
Harvest home thankegiving service• 
were held on Tuesday, 15tll September. 
Iu the afternoon Pastor E. Roe, of 
l!'ressingfield, preached to a. fair uon
gregation. A public tea followed, at 
whioh a good number sa.t down. At 
the after-meeting Mr. S. Haddock 
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(denconJ presided and Mr. R, J. Striok
eon (deacon) read the Scriptures and 
offered prayer. Harvest subjects 
formed the tenor or addresses by 
Pastors George Banks and W. H. Berry 
and the Chairman. The choir rendered 
a harvest anthem and Mias Striokson 
l)res1ded at the organ. The chapel was 
tastefully decorated with flower•, fruit 
and mottoes. There was a good congre
gation in the evening, 

BEDMOND, HERTS. - Unfortu-
nately Tuesday. September 15th, was 
a very snowery day, yet several friends 
came from a distance to our harvest 
thankegiving services. Mr. T. L. Sapey 
l)reached in the afternoo1J from Psalm 
civ. 30, Sl, and in the evening from 
~t. John xv. 16, '· That your fruit 
should remain." He dwelt upon the 
"continuity" of spiritual fruits, con
trasting this with the decay of all 
natural fruits. Next we noticed that 
the branches derived their life from 
the Vine and, though all were fruit
bearing brancnes, yet it was no honour 
to th~m, but all the praise was due to 
the Vine. Lastly, the speaker enu
merated and briefly described somti 
fruits-faith, love, peacf, hope and 
loyalty to Christ. The time passed 
too quickly, but we hope we may have 
the pleasure of meeting Mr. Sapey 
again. 

PORTSMOUTH (TEBWICK STREET, 
LAKE ROAD).-On Lord'o-Jay, Sep
tember 13th, Mr. E. Littleton, junr., of 
Crowborougn, Sussex, preached two 
sermons. In the morning the text was 
Ma.I. iii. 16, and the i,reacher, dwelling 
chitfly on the blessedness of the oom
mun10n of saint•, said they were met 
that day to thank God tnat He had 
sustained them as a Church for 
thirteen yeare, and that some had 
been so drawn by the fellowship 
of the Gospel to join and had pa.seed 
through the waters of baptism, and he 
was glad to hear they had dwelt to
gether in the Lord and still felt the 
communion of our Lord aud with His 
children to fill their hearts with joy 
and gladness, and there were still signs 
following that the Lord was with us. 
The chapel was nicely filled. In the 
evening, preaching from P•a. lxii. 8, 
Mr. Littleton spoke on the encourage
ment to pray in a trustful manner, as 
the Lord enabled us to do, enumera.tinl!' 
ma.ny instances of answer• to imoortu
nate prayer in the Word of God: The 
friends were pleased a.lao to have Pa.,
tor Gossling from Ha.rtlev Row with 
them. On Monday, the 14th Septem
ber, the la.dy members had a. well
spread tea awaiting, prnvided by some 
of the friends, At 7 o'clock Mr. 
Littleton preached from Mark ii. 1, 
last clause," And it was noised that He 

was in the house." Thie was o. sweet 
discourse, suoh as Zion's children love, 
for it was God-honouring, and many 
went after the meeting to spread 
abroad the matter, At the close the 
friends sang heartily "All hail the 
power of Jesu's name" and, after the 
Benediction, gradually dispersed, say
ing as they left, "The Lord be magni
fied." The oolleotions exceeded the 
average a.nd were in aid of the Debt 
Ext-inotion Fund.-JORN 8, JORDAN, 
Hon. Seo. 

"WE SIIALL SEE HIM AS HE IS" 
( 1 John iii. 3). 

BY THE LATE MB. JORN STEVENS. 
THE first idea. is the Object - our 
blessed Lord a.nd Sl\viour; He is the 
theme with· John, He wa• cin his 
thoughts continually, and He is the 
Person who alone is visible, b~ca.use He 
haP, with an invisible nature, a visible 
nature and a public personality peculiar 
to Himself, being God and man in one 
beloved Obrist,the humanity continuing 
evermore to be o. kind of temple to the 
Deity a.nd o. centre of manifestation 
through which is ordained to shine the 
harmonized attributes of eternal majesty 
in a. manner transforming, sanctifyinl!', 
edifying and perfecting. Here, there
fore, when he says, "We shall see Him." 
it is in His person and ohara.oter-in 
His glory and honour-after a.ll the 
humili&tinn, obscurity and abasement 
to which He had been called to submit; 
He has not gone home to be hidden, but 
to be better known, He has not with
drawn Himself from the militant 
Church to disregard it, but to managti 
its affairs, He has not clouded His 
glory, beoa.use He does not intend it to 
be known, but beoa.use, daring our 
sojourning in d net, we are inoa.pable of 
enduring the splendour thereof ; yet 
the apostle seems to have an enlivened 
conception that he should •ee Him as 
He is ; so that the object of our faith 
and the subject of our affections is to 
be beheld by DP, for heaven is not d£
signed to be a world of hiding, but of 
revealing Christ. The revelation pre• 
sent is but introductory to a future 
ultimate glorious beholding of Him, 
and the design has added further glorv 
to the Church by placing the Hea.d of 
the Church in glory in heaven, while a 
great put of its members for a. ti!11e 
remain on the earth. The expression 
of the apostle, therefore, has in _it 
•omething very pleasing. We read lll 
it how !!'race had taken possession oe 
the mind of the anoieut venerable 
apostle. It is one of the happie•t 
features of our Chriet,iau pilgrima.go 
when our eµirits aro infl&med with that 
heavenly light and love that re!}qers 
oontempla.tion a delight and ant1c1p9.
tion a. nutrition to the soul-when we 
can looh: o.it of the windows of our 
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dull mortality and behold approaching 
-dory by interest of everlasting grace. 
It is the noble life of the real Chris
tian to take pleasure in things unseen; 
to familiarize to himself what the 
world oan have no oonception of-what 
the mere professor hears of, but lives 
without; it is what the genuine Chris
tian relies on, and Rometimes derives 
suoh exhilarating influenoe from look
ing homeward and heavenward, that he 
seems, as it were, to be in heaven in a 
moment-to be oaught op to the skies 
in a sweet ecstatio form of observation, 
consideration, antioipation. and admira
tion. 

The apostle's language is fraught 
with some encouragement, and all that 
we want is to be baptized into the same 
spirit, that we may adopt the same 
rlialect from a correspondent feeling. 
It is befitting men that are stanrling in 
sight oi the gates of the city. It is a 
language that indicates an already 
gained view that affects the mind, 
causing the soul to break out in holy 
transport-" I shall see Him." Thie 
would not be unless there were some 
inwrought aid, some spiritnalizing in
fluence on the believing, expectant Pool. 
On the contrary, there is another claP• 
who would be readv to say, "I hope I 
shall not see Him ; I do not wish to eee 
Him ; I feel no partioalar interest in or 
about Him ; I have nothing to booe for 
from Him." Oh, this is dreadful I Bat 
this is tbe real state of heart in whioh 
the greater part-the far greater part
of the human race is existing ; and yet 
the day of His appearanoe i• nearer 
than ever; the oertainty of His riding 
down the heavenly road in the cloudy 
obariot-the certainty of His voioA 
t>eing heard through creation and of 
His person being present on the throne 
of jndgment-is so great that we are 
constrained to believe in reality and 
expect to be there. Thrice happy are 
those who oan say with some cheerful 
~atisfaotion that they shall see Him 
without confu•ion, and •ee Him as He 
was? Oh, no," as He is." 

It appears that there is a design in 
the mind of Gerl that this beloved and 
glorious Head of llis family should he 
seen by them all, and thev have been 
taught to antioipate this. We sh"ll see 
Him," for we shall be like Him," John 
~aye. In this respeot the glory of the 
Saviour is waiting to be di•oloeed, a• 
the oircumstanoe• of the Churoh ad
vance and the fulfilment of Divine 
purpose arrives. We behold and see 
some or the glory nf the sun through 
the moon, and the Churoh wears some 
faint glimmering of the glory of her 
aecendArl Lord ; but wh•t will appear 
when He in glory me.nifeete Him•elf 
will be far beyond anything of whioh 
we at preeen~ are ahle to oonoeive. 
Then, to "Pee Him as He is," we maat 
be qualified by auch a change as would 

capacitate us to bear the glory. The 
bodies of the Ch1uch must therefore, 
like His own, become glorified and be 
clothed with immorh,lity. Thu• the 
lull import of John's language takes in 
the results of a resurrection from the 
dost and of an entire traneforma,tion to 
fit and qualify the members of the 
mystic body for final cnillmanion with 
their glorified Head. Now, as the fact 
is not a d nbione one, therefore glorioa A 
oonetc1nenfles may be firmly anticipated 
by the humble saint. The design• of 
the Infinite Mind will never be aban
doned and the purposes of Divine grace 
are sure to be accomplished. The 
Father having predestinated the 
Church to be oonformed to the image 
of His Son, the conformity will be 
sure to appear, and the conformed will 
be clad in that resemblance which will 
for ever witnees that He is theirs and 
that they are Hie, 'l'he expreasion, 
therefore, that " we ehall see Him ae 
He ie," shows ton• that the Church is 
to be a witneae of the glory of Christ 
and also a partioipant in those display a 
of Hi• character, that so thA honour of 
the Head and ll.epreeentativA should 
fall upon the reprtsented. This will 
be the transport and delight of million• 
when they come to awake up in a con
formity to their Lord, and thus to 
"awake (as David said) with His likt
nese" and to have bodies fashioned 
like His own-to he weary no more ; to 
suffer pains and diaeaaes no more ; to 
find no mort> clogs and hindrances to 
the devoted affeotione of the mind; but 
rather, as 11, bright mirror, to let in the 
ten thousand 1mpreasions from tbe 
centre of heaVPD and from the mani
festation of an Incarnate God. Doubt
less the embodied estate of the Saviour 
will be remarkably impresPive on the 
reenrreotion atate or the Church, so 
that the medium through which all 
perfection will be shown and all friend
ship and holiness revealed will beoome 
abundantly oauaal of tbe happiness of 
million•, who will h"ve bodies •uecek 
tibia of a likeness to Hie own. In the 
intermediate state the glory of Hi• 
person is thP pattern of the glory of 
the saints. In the ultimate state the 
glory, the splendour and power of His 
bodilv glorification will be imparted to 
all His brethren, which might well 
lead thA apostle to say, with exulta
tion, ·• Thie corruptible must put on 
inoorraption, an,i thi• mortal must put 
on immortality." It was this whioh 
led him to exult over death &nd the 
grave and to rejoioe over the frailties of 
humanity, whioh are numerous and 
burdensome ; bnt faith in the oharaoter 
of God realises the oertain removal of 
all the oumbersome weights of our pre• 
•ent state. With one grand sweep the 
hand of Almightiness will scatter for 
ever heaoe the entailments of moral 
evil, not from the mental powers of 
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man a.lone, but from the external 
vehicle also, in and with which he has 
thought, and spoke, and laboured, and 
suffered, and died, but which will have 
risen and ta.ken its clothing completely 
superfine, free from all the liab11ity to 
defect, which have accompanied human 
flesh and blood through all the periods 
o! onr world. 

"We shall see Him as He is." It 
must include the affections fixed. There 
must be a clearness on this point. The 
religion of heaven is a religion of love. 
There must not only be light but love, 
and the heart being under the govern
ance of all the ra.dia.ncy of the Divine 
presence in the saints, this must 
.. ssuredly bring in all holinese, so that 
there shall be nothing aefecti ve. 
Though there may be degrees of per
fection, there will not be in the lowest 
degree in the celestial world a. spot, a 
fre.ilty, a fear, or a doubtfulness of tne 
eternal oontinuance of the unutterable 
bliss. What height of blessedness is 
within the reach of the God of our 
mercies to bestow we sha.11, perha.pe, 
never know ; hut this we may safely 
even now conclude-that it shall be 
truly enough. To see Him in the 
bee.tific vision is to be like Him, be
cause such a view of Christ cannot be 
enjoyed without creating resembla.noe, 
for the very vision brings a resembla.nce, 
sta.mps an impress, forms a ohe.re.cter, 
crea.tes a delight, and brings to a joint 
participa.tion the glorified members 
with their all-glorious Head. Shall He 
rejoice in beholding His brethren safe 1 
Will it give Him no triumph in wit
nessing the ea.rnings of His bleeding 
sacrifice a.nd the results of His dying 
love 1 Oh, yes I while He takes a.bun
dant joy in the recovery and sa.fe 
arri va.1 uf all His ra.nsomed one•, the 
ecsta.tic delight of those in whom He 
sees it will run on pa.ra.llel with His 
own enjoyment; so tha.t the Hea.d and 
the members will drink into one river 
of plea.sure. He will rejoice in them 
and they in Him for ever a.nd ever. 
This will correspond with the fa.milia.r 
expression of the Church," My Beloved 
i11 mine, a.nd 1 am Hi~." The mutua.l 
baµpine.s of Christ a.nd His Church is 
that to which the Gospel theme is con
sta.ntly diI:ecting our attention ; a.nd 
hence, in all our experimental enjoy
ments, we ii.nd, if our souis a.re right, 
our Sa.vionr is honoured ; if He is 
exalted, we a.re not disgra.ced ; if He is 
crowned, we a.re a.dva.nced; a.nd if to 
Him we bring 011r noblest tixpressions 
of gre.tit11de and pra.iae, we, in thus 
bringing, receive the aunbea.ms of His 
µreaence and, walking in nea.rneea to 
Him, imbibe some happy resemble.nee 
of Him with Whom we ha.d a.seooia.ted. 
We ca.nnot commune with Him without 
deriving some spiritua.l benefit from it ; 
the knowledge, the a.ffection~, the holy 
,e.nctity, will ever rise out of it. In 

spiritual interoourse with Him, He im
µresses His char1'cter, conveys His likc
nee~, ensta.mpe Hid ima.ge, a.nd directs 
our a.ctions: so tha.t it may olearly 
appear tha.t we have been with Him, 
ha.ve lea.rned of Him, belong to Him, 
and are a.nticipa.ting ere long to dwell 
with Him for ever; then sbo.11 "we see 
Him as He is," witnout 11, veil of inter
ception between. 

"0 glorious hour I O blest abode I 
I shall be near and like my God : 
~nd flesh and sin no more control 
The sacred pleasures of my soul." 

"HOPE," NORTON STREET, 
BETHNAL GREEN. 

•raE fifty-fourth a.nniveraary of the 
above o~use wa.s celebra.ted on Tuesda.y, 
September 13th. The wea.ther we.a a. 
little unpropitious, hut we ha.d good 
ga.tberings under the conditions. Mr. 
E. Mitchell prea.ched a very helpful a.nd 
instructive sermon in the afternoon 
from Rom. v. 9, "Justified by His 
blood." Noticing God's order of it, he 
mentioned (1) the spring of justifioa.
tion-" He was ma.de sin," &o.; (2) the 
extent of justifica.tion-" To a.ll tha.t 
believe:" (3) the works in connection
J a.mes ii. 18. 

A goodly number stayed to tea, a.ncl 
the evening meeting oommenoed at 6.30, 
presided over by T. Da.ynea Wood, Esq., 
who spoke very encoura.gingly, sayine
he felt a. very wa.rm interest in "Hope," 
and never felt more a.t home tha.n there. 
He ha.d served them ma.ny yea.re, a.nd 
a.lwe.ys took delight in so doing. He 
deplored the ea.d sta.te of our beloved 
brother Ja.mes Cla.rk, a.nd pra.yed the 
Lord would graciously susta.in hio;i a.nd 
the fa.mily under the hea.vy stroke of 
affliction. With reference to the 
supplies he urged upon his hea.rers not 
to run a.wa.y in the evening if they did 
not get on very well in the morning; be 
we.a not so sure they would get e. blessing 
if they did. After ma.ny kindly exhorta
tions a.nd good wishes tha.t we, a.s a. 
Ohurch and people, might realise much 
of the Master's presence and ble~sing, 
he ea.lied upon brother Ackla.nd, who 
spoke very blessedly from Paa.. xxxiv. 6, 
"They looked unto Him, a.nd w_ere 
lightened," &c. Mr. Dadswell, spea.k1ng 
on Paa.. xxxiv. 6, noticed "An expressio~ 
of deep-felt need," "Pra.yer a.nswered. 
Mr. Tooke took 2 Ohren. xx. 12," For we 
be.ve no might." The Word wa.s much 
enjoyed. There. were three fa.cts :;-_(l) 
A position of d1fliculty; (2) Cond1t1on 
of perplexity; (3) "But our eyes a.re 
upon Thee." Mr. G. W. Cla.rk then rose 
and told the friends how ba.d his fa.ther 
was, entrea.ting them to pra.y tha.t God in 
Hie mercy would remove the cloud tha.t 
hovered over him tha.t he might ha.ve 
His conscious presence, and he slowly 
wea.ned from the things of time e.nd 
sense to ea.et his all upon Him. H_e 

I spoke from Paa. c. 3, "J ehova.b, He 1a 
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God." !l) It is the Ohuroh'a avowal ; I to begin, carry on, and to complete this 
(2) _It, IB the central doctrme or the house erected for His glory and the 
8tr\Bt\an Ohurc,h ; (3) Oentral point of I sympathy and liberal help ~nd many 

nat1an experience. enoouragements received from dear 
A_ vote of thanks was accorded the friends both far and near. May our 

chairman,, brethren, an_d all helpers, and Oovenant God and Father richly ,._ 
a very enJoyable evenmg brought to a ward each and all of them with an 
close. W. R. JOHNS. ab_undant bles~ing,_ and may it please 

ST. ALBANS (" BETHEL ").-Thurs
day, September 10th, was the date eet 
apart for the oelebration of the seventh 
anniversary of our esteemed Pastor 
Mr. 0. D. Jeff<', and the day will remai~ 
in the memory of the Lord's people 
here for some time to come. The Lord 
very graoiously favoured us with 
genia~ weather, and a goodly number 
of f~1ends from oar own and neigh
bourmg Churches were constrained to 
meet together to hear the !!'DOd news of 
the everlasting Gospel. The special 
preacher on this occasion was Mr. H. 
Aukland, of Shepherd's Bush, who was 
helped of the Holy Spirit to speak in 
the afternoon from the words found in 
Philip. iv, 6, 7, the leading thoughts 
being as follows: - 1. "Careful for 
nothing." 2. "Prayerful for every
thin,r." 3. "Thankful for anything." 
4. "~eaoetul in all," A large number 
of frtenda partook of the tea provided 
in the interval, and ii\ the evening our 
brother was enabled to speak to a good 
congregation from Mark viii. 22-25, 
the main points in his discourse being
(!) Man and his malady ; (2) Means 
and their measure ; (3) The Master and 
His methods; (4) The miraole and its 
meaning in its spiritual application. 
Both afternoon and evening were time• 
of manifest blessing to the people of 
God, several of the friends testifying 
of the Lord's presence being experi
enoed through the ministry of the 
Word. The collections, which were for 
the Pastor, WAre slightly above those 
of last year.-G. W. 

MANOlt PARK (REHOBOTH).-Oom• 
memoration services of the opening of 
th.e above were held on Lord's-day, the 
23rd August, when the Pastor preached 
to very encouraging gatheringe. On 
the following Tuesday afternoon Mr. 
0. S. Dolhey (although feeling very 
unwell) was helped to preach a profit
able sermon. Tea was provided in the 
schoolroom, to which a goodly number 
eat down. In the evening a public 
meeting was presided over by Mr. J. M. 
Rundell and addresses were given by 
E. White, 0. West, and A. B. Tettmar. 
Their testimonies were blessed by the 
Lord. The Pastor, J. Parnell, then read 
the following resolution :-'' The Pas
tor, deacons, membere and friends of 
this Church and oause desire to render 
their most hearty and grateful thanks 
to Almighty God for sustaining and 
continuing goodness in helping them 

Him to fill this His house from time 
tn time, not only with hearers or the 
Word bat with His savin!!', cheering 
and comforting presence." He also 
stated that the total cost of the chapel 
and ground amounted to £2,936 15~., 
and so well had the members and 
~rienda _responded that only £653 4s. 9d. 
1s required to clear off the debt that 
still remains. Collectiona at these ser
vices amounted to £12.-W. R. L. 

NORTH ROAD, BRENTFORD. 
HARVEST thanksgiving services were 
held here on Thursday, September 17tb, 
when two sermons were prdached. In 
the afternoon Pastor J. E. F le!!'R' took 
for his text Titus iii. 5, 6: "Not by 
works of righteousness wh.ich we have 
done, bat according to Hi• mercy He 
Hved us, by the waehing or regenera
tion, and renewing of the Holy Gho•t 
which He shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Chri•t our Lord." His 
divisions were :-(1) The great salvation 
of God. This is the true ea.use of the 
liberty of the sons of God. (2) The 
gracious methods of God in salvation. 
It is all of grace, "According to His 
mercy He saved us." (3) Our experi
mental knowledge of this salvation" by 
the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost." A 
radical change is experienced ; saved 
from the filtb and dominion of sin ; it 
is a real and true experience-a creatine; 
anew by tbe Holy Ghost. (4) The work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ is the ground 
of God's gracious dealings-" through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour." Every 
spiritual work within and spiritual 
hlessing must be traced to the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His great atoning 
sacrifice. The oil of the Spirit's work is 
upon the blood of the e;reat sacrifice. 

In the eveni::ig- Pastor T. Jones 
preached from Psa. oxlvii. 11, "The 
Lord taketh pleasure in them that fes r 
Him, in those that hope in His mercy." 
He spoke of the great and wonderful 
oondescension of God, of His great 
power. and also of the deep interest 
that He takes in eaek one ot His people. 
He divided his text as follows :-(1) The 
objeots of Divine regard-" Them that 
hope in His mercy," (2) The nature of 
Di vine regard-" The Lord taketh 
pleasure in them." 

Both these sermoms were very helpful 
and profitable, and were much apprecia
ted by those who were favoured to be 
there. The attendance was good, 
especially in the evening. 
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We &re gl&~ to be &ble to report th&t 
our beloved Pastor, Mr. R. Mutimer, i, 
now. by the blessin,r of God, m&king 
more s&tisfaotory progresei and we hope 
&nd pr&y th&t the Lord wi l grant" full 
&nd speedy recovery. We are longing 
to see him take his place in our midst 
again, and telling out the wonders of 
redeeming love and mercy. May the 
Lord hear and answer our desires for 
His name and mercy's sake. So prays 

E. FR0M0W. 

ON THE STUDY OF THE 
SCRIPTURES. 

ilY DR. WHATELY, LATE ARCHBISHOP 
OF DUBLIN. 

I~ speaking of some of the difficulties 
in the writmgs of the Apostle Paul, the 
Archbishop observes:-

1 cannot bnt attribute a. great pa.rt of 
the discrepancy and perplexing uncer
tainty that has a.risen, both on this and 
ou several other points, to the habit 
cllerisbed by some persons of read-
1:ig the Scriptures - assiduously in
deed, but without any attentive reflec
tion and studious endeavour to a.soer
t&in the real sense of what they read, 
concluding that whatever impression is 
found to be left on the mind after a. 
bare perusal of the words must be what 
tile sacred writers designed. They use, 
in short. little or none of that e:are 
which is employed on a.ny_other subJect 
iu which we a.re much mterested-to 
read through ea.eh treatise consecu
tively a.s a. whole, to compare one ~a.ss
a.ge with others th~t may throw light 
on it, and to consider what was the 
general drift of the author and what 
were the occasions and the persons he 
had in view. 

In fa.et, the students of Scripture, 
properly so called, a.re, I fear, fewer 
than 1s commonly supposed. The theo
logical student is often a. student 
chiefly of some human system of 
divinity, fortified by referen_ces to 
Scripture introduced from time to 
time, a.s tbere is occasion. He _proceeds 
-often nnconsciously-by se~tmg hl;'ll· 
self to ascertain not what 1s thE: lll· 
formation or instruc~ion to _be derived 
from a. certe.in na.rra._t1 ve or discourse <;>f 
one of the se.cred writers ; but what a.id 
can be derived frDID; thell!- to wards 
establishing or refntm~ this or that 
point of dogmatic theology, Such a. 
mode of study surely ought a.t least not 
to be exclusively pursued. At a.ny rate, 
it. co.nnnt properly be called a. study of 
Soriptnre. 

PRITTLEWELL, sourHE~D-O)'.i • 
SEA (" PROVIDENCE ").-Services lU 
connection with the fifty-fourth anni
versary of the above Church were held 
on Tuesday, tne 25th August, when we 
were favoured to hear Pastor E. Me.rsh, 

of Ashford, who was lfrRoiously helped 
h proola.iming the truth BB it is in 
,Tesu•, tBking for his text the IHh verse 
of the 146th Paa.Im, "Happy ie he that 
h11,th the God of Jaoob for hiR help, 
whose hope is in the Lord his God." Be 
<lea.It with the text thus-(1) Hope; 
(2) Help; (3) Happines•. This ser
mon was mnoh appreciated and will 
not Roon be forgotten. Tea wms pro
vided in the schoolroom, ot' which B 
i:rood number partook. 'fhe evening· 
meeting wa.s presided over by our 
esteemed brother and deacon, Mr. -G. 
Elnaugh, who read and made some 
excellent rem&rll:s on the 40th Paa.Im; 
after whiob Mr, Arkell besought the 
Lord's blesRing on the meeting, 
Profitable ll<ldresses were· given by 
MesRrs. W. H. Lee, from a. portion of 
the 17th verse of the 16th Act•, "These 
men are the servants of the Most High 
God, and sb<iw unto us the way of se.1-
va.tiou ; " H. Aokla.nd, from the 13th 
Hebrew•, ver. 13, "Let us go forth 
therefore unto Him without the camp, 
hearing His reproach;" E. Marsh, 
from the 1st Epistle of John, Hh ohap
t~r, ver. 19, "We love Him because He 
first loved ue." Our Pe.stor, Mr. Chand
ler, then spoke on the following gra
cious truths oontained in "portion of 
the 23rd verse of the 7th J eremiab, "I 
will be your God, e.nd ye sltall be My 
people." The attendance Bnd oollec
tions were good, considering the in
clement state of the weather, a.nd the 
friends were specially pleased to wel• 
oome visitors from neighbouring and 
London Churches. After a. few words 
of thanks from the Chairman and the 
Pa.star, this meeting closed with sinir
ing "All hail the power of JeRu'• 
name" and the Doxology.-W. J. H, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
A SUCCESSFUL meeting Bt Walton-on
Nmze was held on September 3rd, Mr. 
S. Cambridge, of Brighton, presid~d, 
and addresses were given by the Chair• 
man and Professor Pite, a.nd Messra. 
Johnson, Silvester, Harrison, Cook, 
Horton, Hose and the Secretary, A 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr~. Howe, 
the kind organiser of the meet1ng, was 
pa.seed. •• • 

The new Quarterly Record oont~ins 
a portrait ot the late Mr. F. A. Sm~th, 
with other illustration•, a.nd B variety 
of articles bearing upon the work ol 
the Society, Copies will be sent, post 
free on application. They are for 
gratuitous distribution among those 
likely to become contributors, 

•• • 
By the death of Mr. S. K. Bland, of 

Ipswich, the Society has lost its oldest 
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and one or its most valued supporters. 
For sixty-four yea.re he had been an 
annual subsoriber ; pa.rt of that time 
he had eerved upon the oommittee. He 
was over ready by voice and pen to 
forward the intereete of an Institution 
to which he was ardently a.tta.ohed. 

••• 
The Benevolent Funds of the Homes 

a.re for the purpose of supplying sick 
and infirm inmates with speoia.l com
forts and for the payment of medical 
attendants and nurses. During the 
next six months these funds will be 
heavily drawn upon, and the lady 
visitor• would be thankful for the 
help of friends, s·o that they may more 
fully provide for necessities a.rising 
during the winter season. 

* • 
* The lecture on "The Sooiety : Its 100 

Years' History and its Friends," with 
with 60 limelight views, can be given in 
the autumn and winter by Mr. C. W. 
Selwyn, of thc Society'• office. No 
charge is made for this lecture, but a 
oollection is taken at the doore. 

* * * No less than 1,675 pensioners are on 
the books and npwa.rds of £12,000 per 
annum are expended in pension~, and 
£2,000 in maintaining the Homes and 
the funds connected with them. Annual 
subsoriptiom, especially of 7s., will be 
thankfully received. 

MR. S. K. BLAND. 
FUNERAL AT IPSWICH. 

THE funeral of Mr. S. K. Bland took 
place at Ipswich Cemetery on Monday. 
in the presence of a large number of 
admiring friend~, many of whom had 
come considerable distances in order 
to testify to the esteem they entertained 
for his memory. The deceased gentle
man formerly resided at Becclea, where 
he acted as oo-Paetor of the Strict 
Baptist Chapel in tha~ town with Mr. 
George Wright. He laboured earnestly 
not only at Beocles, but made frequent 
visits to the surrounding pariahes, and 
was highly appreciated as a zealous and 
earnest minister of the Gospel. Mr. 
Bland oame to reside in Ipswich in 
1879, and from that period until a oom
paratively few years ago he oontinued 
the same kind of religious work, 
preaohing in the various smaller 
chapels situated in localities many 
miles from hie home. That he endeared 
himself to large number~, w~o liate~ed 
to hie earnest exhorta.t10ne with 
pleasure and profit, was evident by the 
large oonoonree who assembled at the 
graveside. 

The funeral eortege left the deceased 
gentleman's late reaidenoe, Highland,, 
Warrington-road, at abont three o'olock. 

Arrived at the graveside, Mr, ,J. E. 
Hazelton, secretary of the Aged Pil
grims' Friend Society, of which the 
late Mr. Bland waR an e.ctivf'l and 
generous supporter, officiated, ,rnd after 
reading the first part of the Burial 
Service, delivered a very earnest ad
dreaP, in the course of which he said 
there were two passages of Scriptnre 
which had occurred to his mind as 
being eigniticant of their beloved 
brotner, whose mortal remains they 
were a.bout to deposit in the grave. The 
first words werP, "An old disciple," and, 
eeoondly, "a beloved brother &nd f&ith
fnl minister,·' and a valued servant in 
the Lord. The la?ge assembly of friends 
that atternoon bore testimony to the 
esteem and love in which the late Mr. 
S. K. Bland was held by all who c&me 
into contact with him. They loved him 
for his own sake and for his work's 
sake; they loved him for the Lord's 
sake. Never was an ill word spoken of 
their late brother, and it could be said 
of him, as was said by one of the fathers 
of the Church concerning his dead 
friend, " I loved him in life, and I loved 
him none the less in death, for what I 
loved in him is not dead." Their be
loved brother was during the whole of 
hie life a man of great menbl activity, 
and a writer who wielded a. very f&cile 
and graceful pen. His powers of 
organisation were neither me&n nor 
small, as his long yeus of service as 
hon. secretary of the Suffolk and 
Norfolk Home Mission testified. He 
devoted the greater part of his time to 
the welfi.re of Snffolk Churches. His 
ministry always met with much accept
ance, not only in the Metropolis, but in 
other places. It had been the. speaker's 
privilege to have known the late 
gentleman for upwards of forty year,, 
and he stood there that afternoon not 
simply as a humble brother in the 
Goepel, but to represent the Society 
with which their dear friend was 
intimately connected-the Aged Pil
grims' Friend Society. He (Mr. J. E. 
Hazelton) had searched the records, and 
he found ttiat in the year IS!± Mr. 
Bland firat became 11, subscriber of that 
Society. For twenty-five years he wa, 
a memoer of the Board of that Society, 
and retired owing to dista.nce from 
London. He also took a warm interest 
in the work of the Trinitarian Bible 
Society, and in the welfare of the 
young ; the young and the old of 
Churohes of his own denomination, and 
hie brethren in the town belongiug to 
other denomination~, ever met with his 
wa.rm and brotherly sympathy. The 
chara.oterietics of their late friend were 
patent to them all. Never was there ,. 
man of more genial disposition. Per
haps he was not very quick at first to 
enter into oonversation, but he was a 
right good listener. The speaker added 
tha.t he thought he could see him now, 
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with that twinkle in his eye which was 
ever a precursor of some shrewd remark. 
God had endowed him with a wit which 
was never unkind, and a wisdom sancti
fied by grace. They did not maetaronnd 
the bier or one out off in the midst of 
his days: he had attained a good old 
age. In oonolnsion, Mr. J.E. Hazelton 
said they could not bnt deeply sym
pathise with all near and dear to their 
beloved brother-the beloved sons and 
daughters. 

Mr. A. Morling then offered the con
cluding pra-:yer, and the Benediction 
waA pronounced by Mr. J. E. Hazelton. 

The imoription on the coffin was:-

SAMUEL KING BLAND, 
Died 20th August. 1908, 

Aged 86 years. 

Reference was made to the death of 
the deceased gentleman in several of 
the village chapels in the oonn ty, as 
well as at Ipswich. Mr. Gee. B1r.nke, 
speaking at Zo&r Chapel, Ipswich, on 
Sunday morning, said his personal 
acquaintance with the late Mr. Bland 
covered a period of about twenty-six 
yeare, and during that time his uniform 
Christian chuacter had highly com
mended itself to him. He had had the 
pleasure of his company in his (Mr. 
Banks') own home when in the Mid
lande, and was impreesed with his 
genial and interesting personality. 
Perhaps the younger members of the 
oonl?'regation h'!-d not had a1¼ oppor
tunity !If knowing Mr. Bland s 1ntel
lectwr.l abilities. He was well-read and 
intimately conversant with a good 
number of the masters of English 
literature. As a writer he rendered 
service. not only to the canse of religion, 
but ah,o to •cience, or, at least, to alliea 
aubjecte. Gifted with a style that was 
terse r,.nd lucid, his prelections were 
clear and instrncti ve. As a preacher 
his sermons exhibited careful thought 
and precision of expression. He was a 
tea.cher at whose feet one would like to 
sit to be instructed in " the faith" and 
the '· deep things of God." Many yea!• 
of his faithful service was spent Ill 
labours of love among Strict Bapti~t 
Churches far and wide. In times of 
perplexity and difficulty he was a wise 
counsellor and an ever-ready helper to 
those Causee. Wherever he went he 
was affectiona.tely spoken of and 
revered. He was a kind helper to Zoar, 
and the friende there cheriehed hi~ 
memory with gratitude. 

BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE.-At onr 
monthly Chnrch meeting, held on Sun
day, August 30th, t~e _membere paeeed a 
resolution of Chr1et1an respect and 
appreciation for the long and valued 
,ervice of our departed brother, S. K. 
Bland. The words epoken by Mr. 

Hazelton at the funeral ie the feeling 
of our hearte oonoerning him, He was 
11 beloved brother, for we loved him, a 
faithful minister, a valued servant of 
the Lord. The Ohurohee of the Suffolk 
and Norfolk Assooiation have felt the 
loss of his valued oounsel and hie 
willing service. He ie nearly the last 
of the Suffolk minietere who were 
contemporaneous with George Wright, 
Ramuel Colline, John Oooper, John 
Foreman, Philip Diokereon, Brown (of 
Frieton), and Brand (of Bunitay)-all 
men of etirling oh11raoter, honeet in 
purpose and life ; good men and true, 
in the eense the Lord in His graoe and 
love made them good, who by their 
earnest and faithful minietry eerved 
the Churohee of their day, and were 
highly esteemed in love for their work's 
sake. In Heb. xv. we are told to 
Remember them that were your leadere, 
who spoke to you the word of God ; 
look upon the end of their life, and 
follow the example of their faith.-W. 
DIXON, 

JOHN ROEBUCK, 

a quiet, consistent Christian, fell asleep 
in Jesus on the morning of Monaa-:y, 
August 10th, at the age of sixty-five 
yeare. He was a member of the Church 
at Chadwell-street for over twenty
seven years, being admitted into fellow
ship on the first Lord's-day in August, 
1881. Born at Endell-street, and being 
blessed with godly parente, he was 
brought up to attend the sanctuary, 
and was baptieed at the age of seventeen 
years by Mr. Harris (Camden Town). 
After his marriage he and his wife 
visited New Zealand for a time, and on 
returning to England they attended the 
minietry of Mr. Waterer at Hornsey Rise, 
and later that of Mr. John Hazelton. 
D11ring the laet five years the writer 
kne.v him well, and had several talks 
on good thinge. He loved the ministry 
of Mr. Mitchell, which was manifested 
by bis prayere on Lord's-day morning, a 
Eervice he attended regularly. There 
wae a fragrance in hie petitione, which 
were uena!ly short and yet oomprehen
Eive. O11r brother had been ailing for 
yea.re from asthma and bronchitie, but 
he bore up with exemplary patience. 
He went to Eastbourne for a change of 
air and immediately on hiA return 
ho~e the summons Ollme-" Cltild ! you1· 
Fatlte1· calls-Come Horne!" Our friend 
leavee a widow and nine grown-up 
children to mourn their lose, and our 
fulleet sympathies are extended to them 
in their berei.vement. 

D. BUTCHER, 



f idures , of tl,~ i m,t ; 
OR, THE BICENTENARY OF THE BAPTI8T CHURCH, 

COLNBROOK, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE (Continueil). 
"That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath ahready 

been; and God requireth that which is past."-Ecclesiastes iii. 15. 

Oua readers will remember that our design in these papers is t0 
present from the ancient records which have been placed at our 
disposal, some accurate pictures of a Baptist Church and its pro
ceedings two centuries ago. 

Of what occurred between May, 1708, and March, 1718, no 
mention whatever is made. Yet events of high importance had 
happened during this period. Anne died in 1714, and George 
I. had succeeded to the throne. The dreaded Schisms Bill, 
which aimed at suppressing all Nonconformist seminaries and 
schools, had been repealed in consequence of the death of· the 
Queen on the very day when it would have come into operation. 
The rebellious attempt of the Earl of Marr to overthrow the 
Government, and to make the son of James II., or the Pretender, 
monarch of these realms, had, happily for England, failed. 

It is curioua to reflect that the men by whom these faded 
records were penned were living when these and other e,ents were 
happening, and doubtless deeply affecting their social and 
religious life. Their Church-book, however, tells us nothing of 
their anxieties and their prayers, or how they received the tidings 
that the unreliable and vacillating woman they had called Queen 
had passed away, and that a monarch, who, with all his faults, 
WAS A MAN, and friendly to the Free Churches, reigned in her 
stead. 

None of these things are stated to have concerned these 
brethren as a Christian Church, whatever their personal and pri
vate convictions may have been. 

" Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife 
Their sober wishes never learn'd to stray; 

Along the cool, sequester'd v:1le of life 
They kept the noiseless tenor of their way." 

It might be better for "the cause of God and truth " if the 
members of our present-day Churches more resembled these their 
brethren of by-gone days. 

But to return. Up to this time it would appear that no 
brethren had been officially appointed to serve as deacons. But 
their numbers were increasing. Important matters were impend
ing, and the time had therefore come when this should be done. 
Accordingly, on March -ye 22nd, 1718, the Church, when dul~· 
convened for the purpose, agreed "that it was necessary that some 
persons should be chosen out of ye community to 

VOL. LXVI. NOVEMBER, 1908. w 



326 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

YE WORK AND OFFICE OF DEACONS, 

and in order to this they set apart Bro. Goring, Bro. Sparks, Bro. 
Weekly, and Bro. Haines, that the members might choose two out 
of these four whom they thought most suitable and best qualified 
for this great work and business. 

'' Agreed, also, that their choice should be expressed b.Y. all 
the members noting in writing the names of the two persons they 
deemed most proper, and that afterwards it should be decided by 
the majority of the names thus written. 

"Agreed that Bro. Thornton and Bro. Child should receive 
these notes and afterwards make declaration to ye Church as to 
which two of those that were set apart had the majority of votes ; 
and this without mentioning the names of any who thus voted on 
one side or ye other. 

" Agreed that they should meet on the Friday next following to 
spend some time in prayer to beg the Lord to direct them in their 
choice." 

A fortnight afterwards, what we should call an adjourned 
Church meeting was held, at which 

" Bro. Thornton and Bro. Child declared to the Church that 
Bro. Gowing and Bro. Weekly had the majority of votes, and so 
had been plainly called to this great and holy office. 

" The Church then agreed that they would meet on the Friday 
next following for prayer to God to pour down a suitable measure 
of His Spirit and grace into these brethren's hearts, whereby they 
might be enabled faithfully to discharge the great work He hath 
called them to. 

" Agreed that at the first convenient opportunity these brethren 
should be ordained, according to the order of the Gospel." 

:M:any things strike us in these minutes. The office of deacons 
is deemed t.o have been " a great work and business," and " a 
great and holy office." Their election was therefore a solemn 
matter, not to be undertaken without much prayer ; while " the 
great work " to which God had called those on whom the choice 
of the Church fell was also the subject of special intercession 
that "a suitable measure of grace might be poured into their 
hearts." 

Note, too, that it was deemed Scriptural that they should be 
ordained. How, and by whom, is not stated, nor does _any succeed
ing minute inform us. 

With us the appointment of deacons is sometimes an occasion 
of much anxiety, and attended with not a little painful feeling. 
Might not it be well if the example of these brethren so many 
years since were more fully followed to-day ? 

A CASE OF DISCIPLINE. 

"On January 24th, 1719-20, the Church withdrew from Bro. 
John Faulkner and Sis. Eliz. Cotterell." 

This is the first record of the kind. The brother was charged 
with disorderly walking and contempt of the authority of the 
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Church in refusing to appear before her when required by her 
messengers to do so. 

The sister's offence was of a graver kind, since not only had 
she " walked disorderly, but had scandalously reviled her fellow
members as being guilty of covetousness and idolatry." 

Thus a hundred and eighty-nine years since, the Church "with
drew these people from her communion." vVere they, we wonder, 
reduced to sorrow by this solemn expression of their brethren's 
grief at their conduct ? Were they restored to followship ? We 
are not told. We must, however, commend the Church for her 
faithfulness, pitiful as is their unfinished story. 

Though without a pastor, it was decided on May 24th, 1721, 
that "they should have 

"MONTHLY CHURCH MEETINGS 

besides that of ye Lord's days, in which they would, through 
Divine assistance, attend to the discipline of the House of God." 

It was further agreed that "no person should, at any Church 
meeting, propose any thing to ye Church but by ye Pastor if he 
be present; and that if any brother or number of brethren should 
at any time have a matter of moment to propose, in such a case 
ye Pastor shall be made acquainted with it as long a time be
fore ye Church meeteth as the nature of ye case will bear, in order 
to his previously considering the same that so he, being the mouth 
of the Church, may be ye better capable to speak to it. Signed, 
Benjamin Thornton (a member). Witnesses, Thomas Gowing 
(deacon) ; John Child (a member)." 

This was doubtless the outgrowth of some recent circumstances 
which had caused discussion and trouble. It manifests much 
wisdom. Church meetings, when held on the Lord's-day, should 
be devoted to spiritual matters only, while the rule that no business 
should be introduced without previous intimation to the Pastor (or 
Deacons) is most commendable. 

What troubles liave not come through crude and ill-considered 
remarks " sprung " on the members, often by persons who them
selves do not understand what they are saying. As a rule, 
observations which are prefaced by the words " I have been think
ing since I sat here," are better unspoken. Such hasty thoughts 
are never worthy of the attention of others, and often lead to hot 
and even angry discussion most prejudicial to the peace and wel
fare of the Church. The precedent set by these brethren in the 
eighteenth century is well worthy of our attention in the twentieth. 

We have now concluded the fragmentary minutes with which 
this ancient volume is commenced, and which seem to have been 
designed to record such proceedings only as their writers deemed 
of special interest or importance. N"one refer to events that 
occurred between 1721 and 17 54-a period of thirty-three years. 
From that date they were kept with greater regularity, and their 
perusal will, we think, prove of value to our readers. 
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A SABBATH M{)RNING'S DEHIRK 
BY PASTOR ED\\"AR!l ~irTCHELL, ULERKEN\\'ELL, LONDON. 

"Awake, 0 north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, 
that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my Beloved come into His 
garden, and eat His pleasant fruits."-Song iv. 16. 

\'.rnrous opinions have been held and advanced respecting the 
meaning of the Song of Solomon. To us it is a divinely inspired 
allegory celebrating the mutual love of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
His Church. It is principall~- a dialogue between the heavenly 
Bridegroom and His bride. From the commencement of this 
chapter down to the verse before us our Lord is the speaker. He 
praises the beauties of His bride in words amazing in their grace. 
While "·e blush to hear such words applied to such consciously 
deformed creatures as we are, yet we love right well to hear them. 
They are exceedingly sweet and precious to our souls. Love ever 
beautifies and adorns its object, even as the sun's light floods the 
landscape with beauty. No child is so fair in its mother's eyes 
as her own, her darling babe. But our Lord discerns in His people 
the work of His own Spirit. Here is real beauty-the beauty that 
He lm·es-for 

"To Him there's music in a groan, and beauty in a tear." 

Again, the heavenly Lover views His bride in all the loveliness 
she will one day possess. When· the work of grace is completed in 
her, " He will present her to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but she shall be holy, and with
out blemish.'' \Yell may His bride rejoice in the prospect of her 
wedding morning, when, in the comelines her Lord shall have put 
upon her, she shall "outshine the sun's meridian blaze," arid her 
communion with her Lord be perfected. 

~fost commentators regard the first half of our verse as the 
language of our Lord. Without disputing this we shall, for our 
present purpose, consider the words as those of the bride. Longing 
for the presence of her Beloved, desiring fervently that she may 
enjoy comm.union with Him, and that He may regale Himself on 
His own fruits, she is yet conscious of the need of a preparation she 
cannot herself command, and so first invokes the wind to blow upon 
the garden, and then invites her Beloved to come and feast therein. 

\Ye notice, then, first, THE ,lNYOCATION: "Awake, 0 north wind; 
and come, thou south ! " The Church adopts the figure used by her 
Lord. He has likened her to a garden, and she employs the same 
metaphor. 

"We are a garden walled around, chosen and made peculiar ground; 
A little spot enclosed by grace out of the world's wide wilderness." 

Some unhappily ridicule this fine verse ; but let those who 
sneer consider that it was the Lord Himself who originated the 
figur;, lest they be found sneering at God's own words. The 
Church is often compared to a garden or a vineyard in the Old 
Testament; while the people are termed " God's husbandry " in 
the ~ew. 
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The metaphor expresses pos;;e;;sion, selection, cu.ltiwtion, 
pl'oleclion, f1·11its, and plea;;ilre taken therein. These all agree 
with the Church, and present matter for profitable and pleasant 
meditation. But we only notice in passing that the Church is 
God's own peculiar possession, and that He is assiduous in 
cultivating and caring for it. "I the Lord do keep it; I will water 
it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day." 
He delights in "the .plants of His own right hand planting." 
Blessed, then, are they whom He has planted in the garden of His 
choice. 

The invocation, however, claims our attention. The figure is 
closely adherred to. The plants are principally spice plants
" camphire, with spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, 
with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief 
s:i;iices." Such plants require the wind to blow in order that by 
being shaken they may give off their sweet perfume. And as a 
preparation for the coming of her Lord the Church invokes the 
wind to blow upon the trees so dear to her Lord, that the air may 
be laden with their fragrance, and that. thus there may be a fitting 
welcome for Him when He comes into His garden. 

The spices represent the graces of the Svirit. How often, how
ever, these languish. Like the plants, which, although heavy with 
perfume, yield none unless shaken by the wind, so these require the 
heavenly influences of the Spirit to develop their fragrance in order 
that it may be diffused abroad. 

Faith, hope, and love, as living principles implanted in the soul, 
can never die, but they need their Author to breathe upon them to 
bring them into exercise. How often has our experience been as 
the poet describes:- · 

"In vain we tune our formal songs, in vain we strive to rise; 
Hosannas languish ou our tongues, and onr devotion dies ! ., 

"Awake, thou north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my 
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out," we cry. 

The wind is a well-known emblem of the Spirit. The learned 
inform us that the same word in both Hebrew and Gret>k denotes 
both "wind" and "spirit." Thus ran God's command to Ezekiel 
-after he had prophe·sied to the dry bones, and the bones had 
come together, bone to his bone, and sinews, flesh, and skin had 
clothed them, but there was no breath in them-" Prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from 
the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon these slain that they 
may live." Our Lord employs this same metaphor in His well
known words-" The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth; so is every one that is born of the Spirit." "' 

The n01·th wind ii; invoked ai; well as the sollth. The north, 
which is cold and nipping, is usually taken to represent trouble. 
"Cold cometh out of the north," said Elihu, but he also says, 

* The Pentecostal outpouring supplie~ a striking illustration of this 
figure as applied to the Holy Spirit. 
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"Fair weather cometh out of the north." Solomon say, "The 
north wind driveth away rain." Gill regards it as the command of 
Christ for the north wind to cease, or depart, and the south, the 
warm and genial wind, to blow. But we are rather concerned at 
the present time to accommodate our passage to the experience and 
desire of our soul than to dwell on its literal significance. "\Ve may, 
therefore, take the north wind to represent calamities and trials ; 
and the south, as the emblem of the soft and genial influences of 
the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit's influences are of w1·ious kinds and intensity. 
He comes sometimes as the gentle zephyr, at otliers as a mighty 
wind. The boisterous wind from the north is. as necessary for our 
spiritual health and fruitfulness as the more pleasing gentle south 
breeze. Our Lord knows what will best promote our real welfare. 
But while God's loving children feel that they desire to enjoy the 
warm south wind that their praises and thanksgiving may flow out 
to Him, yet anything is bette1· than stagnation. Better that the wild, 
blusterous north wind, shaking the plants and causing them to loose 
their spices, should blow. with all its force than that deadly 
dulness and apathy should possess the soul. 

" Far more the treacherous calm I dread 
Than tempests bursting o'er my head." 

The spices of faith, hope, patience, and fortitude are most in 
evidence when the north wind awakes ; while love, gratitude, 
praise, and thanksgiving are brought forth most plentifully by the 
blowing of the south wind. · 

By whatsoever means as shall please Thee, gracious. Lord, let 
the spices be made to flow out, so that our service may be living 
and acceptable with Thee. 

" Go not far from me, 0 my Strength, Whom all my times obey : . 
Take from me anything Thou wilt but go not Thou away, 
And let the storm that does Tliy work deal with mo as it may ! " 

The south wind succeeds the north. After a season of awakening 
influences, when our souls have been· aroused, and our faith and 
patience tried, comes the warm, genial influences of experienced 
favour, and love shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. 
That these may rest upon us as we go up to the sanctuary is our 
longing desire. 

( To be continued.) 

"THE DIVIDING ASUNDER of soul and spirit'' (Heb. iv. 12).-Few 
seem to understand these words. The soul is the vital and intelli
gent principle of the natural man. The spirit is the vital 
principle of the heaven-born man. · Both are in operation in the 
Christian-and God only can show us which is the piety of nature 
and which is the energy of the new nature in our religion. A great 
deal of what is supposed to be spiritual earnestness, is nothing but 
the religion of the flesh.-Extract from a Letter. 
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"WHY ARE WE STRICT AND PARTICULAR 
BAPTISTS?'' 

AN AnDREss BY PAsToR EDw1N vVmTE. 
"Order my footsteps by Thy Word, and make my heart sincere; 

331 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, but keep my conscience clear."-Watts. 

ON these occasions speakers ordinarily have their topics alloted to 
them. I, however, have been allowed to choose my subject. 

Gladly would I have presented you with a Paper; '" this, the 
state of my health has prevented. As I am helped, however, I will 
say a few things in a less formal manner. 

"Strict and Particular Baptists.'' The title came into promi
nence in connection with the Norwich Chapel Law-suit of 1860, 
w:ben it was contended that the Lord's Supper was administered in 
that place of worship in a way that was opposed to the custom of 
the founders of the Church and the provision1, of the Trust Deed. 
The decision of the Master of the Rolls was in favour of those who 
had introduced the innovations, and ~ainst those who desired that 
the ancient practice of the Church s ould be maintained. From 
that time forth these, and those that see with them, became a 
separate section of their Denomination-and they have since been 
regarded as Strict and Particular Baptists, in opposition to those 
whose Church Order is that of Mixed or Open Communion at the 
Table of our Lord. We are Strict and Particular Baptists, and we 
proceed to advance some reasons for our position. 

I. 
We are enjoined to "walk even as our Lord walked " 

(1 John ii. 6). He, we are assured, was a Strict and Particular 
Baptist, and in our Church action we do but follow "in His steps." 

What I have affirmed of the Master, I am sure of, as I stand 
here a dyinl}; man in the sight of the living God. He honoured 
Baptism. True, He twice fe~ a hungry multitude ; His miracles 
of healing were marvels of mercy and power ; thrice He recalled 
the dead to life ; His mouth was ever open to preach the Gospel to 
the mixed crowds who wondered at His gracious words. 

When, however, He instituted the Communion it was in an 
upper room, none but His disciples being present. He, therefore, 
in restricting this blessed act of worship to His own immediate 
followers, was a St1·ict Baptist ; and I as confidently claim that our 
other title is also as appropriate to Him, since He preached Particu
lar Redemption, and said of His great sacrifice, " I lay down My 
life for ~Iy sheep." 

* 'rhe substance of a bold and timely Address delivered at the Half
yearly Meeting of the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptis~ Churches, 
held at Brentford, October 6th, 1908. The speaker was sufferrng from a 
severe cold, which affected his eyes, and had rendered reading and writi_ng 
impracticable for some days previously. He, nevertheless, spoke with 
extraordinary vigour and vivacity, and his testimo~~ was felt to be fu\l of 
gracious thought and spiritual power. The remarnrng half, to be given 
next month, is in many respects more striking.-EL>IT0R. 
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"Fair weather cometh out of the north." 8olomon say, " 'l'he 
north wind drirnth away rain." Gill regards it as the command of 
Christ for the north wind to cease, or depart, and the south, the 
warm and genial wind, to blow. But we are rather concerned at 
the present time to accommodate our passage to the experience and 
desire of our soul than to dwell on its literal signifirance. We may, 
therefore, take the north wind to represent calamities and trials ; 
and the south, as the emblem of the soft and genial influences of 
the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit's influences a1'e of va1-ious kinds and intensity. 
He comes sometimes as the gentle zephyr, at otliers as a mighty 
wind. The boisterous wind from the north is as necessary for our 
spiritual health and fruitfulness as the more pleasing gentle south 
breeze. Our Lord knows what will best promote our real welfare. 
But while God's loving children feel that they desire to enj0y the 
warm south wind that their praises and thanksgiving may flow out 
to Him, yet anytlu'ng is better than stagnation. Better that the wild, 
blusterous north wind, shaking the plants and causing them to loose 
their spices, should blow with all its force than that deadly 
dulness and apathy should possess the soul. 

"Far more the treacherous calm I dread 
Than tempests bursting o'er my head." 

The spices of faith, hope, patience, and fortitude are most in 
evidence when the north wind awakes ; while love, gratitude, 
praise, and thanksgiving are brought forth most plentifully by the 
blowing of the south wind. · • 

By whatsoe,·er means as shall please Thee, gracious. Lord, let 
the spices be made to flow out, so that our service may be living 
and acceptable with Thee. 

" Go not far from me, 0 my Strength, Whom all my times obey : . 
Take from me anything Thou wilt but go not 'rhou away, 
And let the storm that does Thy work deal with mo as it may ! " 

The south wind succeeds the north. After a season of awakening 
influences, when our souls have been· aroused, and our faith and 
patience tried, comes the warm, genial influences of experienced 
favour, and love shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. 
That these may rest upon us as we go up to the sanctuary is our 
longing desire. 

( To be continued.) 

"THE DIVIDING ASUNDER of soul and spirit'' (Heb. iv. 12).-Few 
seem to understand these words. The soul is the vital and intelli
gent principle of the natural man. The spirit is the vital 
principle of the heaven-born man. Both are in operation in the 
Christian-and God only can show us which is the piety of nature 
and which is the energy of the new nature in our religion. A great 
deal of what is supposed to be spiritual earnestness, is nothing but 
the religion of the flesh.-Extract from a Letter. 
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"WHY ARE WE STRICT AND PARTICULAR 
BAPTISTS?'' 

AN ADDRESS BY PASTOR EDWIN WHITE. 

"Order my footsteps by Thy Word,and make my heart sincere; 
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Let sin have no dominion, Lord, but keep my conscience clear."-Watts. 

ON these occasions speakers ordinarily have their topics alloted to 
them. I, however, have been allowed to choose my subject. 

Gladly would I have presented you with a Paper ; ,::- this, the 
state of my health has prevented. As I am helped, however, I will 
say a few things in a less formal manner. 

"Strict and Particular Baptists.'' The title came into promi
nence in connection with the Norwich Chapel Law-suit of 1860, 
wllen it was contended that the Lord's Supper was administered in 
that place of worship in a way that was opposed to the custom of 
the founders of the Church and the provisionl:l of the Trust Deed. 
The decision of the Master of the Rolls was in farnur of those who 
had introduced the innovations, and against those who desired that 
the ancient practice of the Church should be maintained. From 
that time forth these, and those that see with them, became a 
separate section of their Denomination-and they have since been 
regarded as Strict and Particular Baptists, in opposition to those 
whose Church Order is that of Mixed or Open Communion at the 
Table of our Lord. '\Ye are Strict and Particular Baptists, and we 
proceed to advance some reasons for our position. 

I. 
We are enjoined to "walk even as our Lord walked " 

(1 John ii. 6). He, we are assured, was a Strict and Particular 
Baptist, and in our Church action we do but follow" in His steps." 

What I have affirmed of the Master, I am sure of, as I stand 
here a dying man in the sight of the living God. He honoured 
Baptism. True, He twice feu. a hungry multitude ; His miracles 
of healing were marvels of mercy and power ; thrice He recalled 
the dead to life ; His mouth was ever open to preach the Gospel to 
the mixed crowds who wondered at His gracious words. 

When, however, He instituted the Communion it was in an 
upper room, none· but His disciples being present. He, therefore, 
in restricting this blessed act of worship to His own immediate 
followers, was a Strict Baptist ; and I as confidently claim that our 
other title is also as appropriate to Hirn, since He preached Particu
lar Redemption, and said of His great saerifiee, " I lay down My 
life for ::\'ly sheep." 

* 'rhe substance of a bold and timely Address delivered at the Half
yearly Meeting of the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Churches, 
held at Brentford, October 6th, 1908. The speaker was suffering from a 
severe cold, which affected his eyes, and had rendered reading and writi_ng 
impracticable for some days previously. He, nevertheless, spoke with 
extraordinary vigour and vivacity, and his testirno!1:V: was felt to be fu\l of 
gracious thought and spiritual power. 'J'he remammg half, to be given 
next month, is in many respects more striking.-EorTOR. 
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II. 
Again, in adhering to our distinctive principles we are following 

the precedent of the hol~· apostles and the early Christians, who, in 
all simplicity a11d sincerity, obeyed the commandments of their Lord. 
We are t-0 follow the exarnz)le of Jesus (1 Peter ii. 21). We are to 
follow the faith of those who have gone before (Heb. xiii. 7). This 
we desire to do, and therefore are Strict and Particular Baptists. 

I find that the apostles went according to their Master's in
struction, and continued upon the lines which He taught, both in 
the administration of the ordinances, and in the proclamation of the 
truth which He gave them to deliver. Particular doctrines were 
proclain:ed, and the Communion was restricted to the proper 
persons whom our Lord had defined, namely, those who repented of 
sin, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, were duly baptised in 
the name of the Holy Trinity, and then were added to the Church. 
Then, and not till then, were any welcomed to the Lorq.'s Table. 

III. 
We maintain what we are assured is the primitive practice, 

because I find no hint in the Word of God that this order was ever 
rescinded. 

I once observed at a meeting at Soho Chapel what appeared to 
stir the hearts of the brethren. What I said, so far as I can re
member, was to this effect : that my mind was, at one time, greatly 
exercised, as I was brought up in the Church of England, and I 
was influenced thus. Here am I, born in this century. During the 
time that has elapsed since the Lord went home, many different 
sects have arisen. Godly men are, indeed, among them, but they 
.practice sprinkling and open communion. Now, I cannot put back 
the clock of time myself to where it was at the beginning. Shall I 
not fall in with their views, and as I go with them in some things 
go with them in all ? The thought, however, came, Am I to change 
because the times are altered; am I to depart from the Word of 
God because others have done scr; am I to be disloyal because 
others have been disloyal; am I to go from the truth and ordi
nances because others have gone from them ? Much as I may 
admire their characters, when it comes to these matters we must 
part. I cannot hold with him who has departed from the truth of 
God. We, therefore," maintain " this, " the profession of 011,1• faith, 
without wavering," because the Word of God gives no intimation 
that anything is to be altered until our Lord returns. When He 
gave His commission to go into all the world and preach the Gospel, 
He added, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world: go ye, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, bap
tising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost - teaching tliem to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you." 

IV. 
For several centuries the Master'.s command was obeyed. Then 

error crept it ; men departed from •the truth ; baptism by immer-
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sion w,1,g set a'lids, and graduall!f the way wa'l paverl for the intro
duction of infant sprinkling, and its attendant doctrinal and 
practical evils. 

Shall we close our hearts to the Raviour's words hecause others 
have done so? "No," I venture to say. At first, and for long 
after, Strict and Particular Baptists held their own-and few and 
feeble though we may be, we will do so likewise. 

v. 
Again, we maintain our Denominational position because we 

feel bound to obey God rather than man, and desire, above all other 
things, to keep a clear conscience as in His thrice holy sight. 

I say it solemnly-that a man who has been baptised on a pro
fession of faith, and who from his heart believes that he thus acted 
in a way that was pleasing to Christ, if he connives at or sanctions 
another's disobedience to the Master's command, is as guilty as if 
he wilfully broke that command himself. I myself £eel-and God 
is my witness that I lie not-that I dare not connive at another's 
disobedience. I dare not disobey, myself. I dare not set aside 
what Christ has commiinded me, nor will I sanction another's dis
loyalty. 

I know the plea that every man's conscience must answer for 
itself ; on the contrary, I say that if you connive at a fellow
Christian's wrong-doing, or his disobeying or 'ignoring the law of 
His Lord, you are as guilty as if you disobeyed actually and person
ally yourself. 

(To be continued). 

MEN AND NOT ANGELS THE OBJECTS OF REDEMPTIO~. 

A SERMON BY CHARLES HILL. 

(Continued.) 

"For verily, He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on 
Him the seed of Abraham."-Hebrews xi. 16. 

OuR attention has hitherto been confined to the gi·eat fact which 
our text proclaims-the Incarnation of the Lord J esns. We have 
now to consider the purpose involved, namely, that He might not 
only live but die in this world, and thus "save His people from 
their sins." 

To suppose that no such purpose was involved would be dero
gatory to His glory. Everything He did must have had His glory 
as its ultimate object. Other considerations there doubtless were, 
but this must have been the paramount one. To glorify Himself 
that He might glorify His Father was of necessity the primary 
motive in all that He did. 

His purpose in assuming our nature was that-to the glor~· of 
His name-He might be able to die for His people. 

Observe that He was the only Being who was bon1. to die. Was 
anyone else ever created that he might die but Jesus Christ? The 

X 
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hand of Deity ne,·er framed any creature for death, save Him "by 
"·horn all things were made." 
. \Ye come int<? the world to lfre. For this great object we pant. 

"'.\o one voluntanly chooses death in preference to life. For his 
life a man will giw everything he possesses; for this he will do 
and dare anything; and it is only after the direst struggle that he 
reluctantly consents to part with it. Creation is the great outcome 
of life and human beings are boi:n to lin' . 

. Jesus, however, stood alone in having been born to die. He 
.. "as made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.'' 
The object contemplated by His living was His dying. It was His 
set purpose to die, though He knew that His death would be such 
as none other of the sons of man ever endured. He thirsted to be 
·baptised with His death of agony and blood and shame. He hun
gered for it as the great object of His existence. He climbed the 
hill that He might place Himself upon the sacrificial altar, and 
desired with ineffable desire to behold the fierce flames in which 
He should be immolated to remove the penal anger of God.· 

That He must suffer and die was thus one great theme of His 
ministry, and we read of the death---how remarkable is the phrase 
-that He should accmnvlish at Jerusalem (Luke ix. 31). 

"Tliis was compassion like a Goel, for though the Saviour knew 
The price of parclon was His blood His pity no"er withdrew." 

_.\gain, He became incarnate that He might die, and by dying 
might del:5troy l1i1n that had the pov:er of death, that is the detil '' 
(Heb. ii. 14). This does not mean that the devil possesses the 
power of inflicting death npon the bodies of men at his will. Tl1is 
right God has never resigned. There is, however, a mysterious 
moral and legal connection between Satan and mankind. Through 
his agency, "sin entered into the world" by the first man, "and 
death by sin'' (Rom. v. 12). 1Ie thus introduced sin into the 
vrnrl<l, and death is the result. 

His power is marvellous. His influences over the sons of men 
cannot be explained, but at the same time they are too evident to 
be denied. He seeks to bring all men to ruin and so to engulf 
them in his own <loom. His aim is to bring the same black, blank, 
unrelieved despair by which he himself is tortured into the heart 
of humanity. 

But He that appeared in the cradle at Bethlehem, and on the 
cross at Calvary, died that He might acquire the power to resist 
the influences of His and our Advereary and finally put an end to 
them for ever. 

\\'ho shall despoil Christ of His power? Who shall rob Him 
of His victory? Who shall make Him less than the monarch of 
all He smveys? Who shall prevent Him from setting free the 
countless millions of slaves bound by the infernal chains? None! 
Christ, who came in man's nature, has all power given unto Him 
that He might be the conqueror of Satan. He binds the monarch 
of the world at His feet and makes him do His bidding and His will. 
He wrenches away from him all power, and makes subservient to 
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His own glory the efforts and energies of Satanic might. For this 
He came. God honours Himself by the destruction of Ra tan. He 
gathers to Himself the greater glory in the destruction of man's 
destroyer by the agency of humanity. 

Another purpose was the deli-verance of His people from the 
position of captivity and wretchedness in which sin and Satan had 
involved them. Christ became a man that He might do all for His 
people that was necessar.v. \Vhat a world of meaning is involved 
in that word " all.'' What dependent creatures are men and 
women, and the most feelingly dependent are God's people. They 
want that for which thousands of people never crave. They want 
blessings from God for time, death, and eternity. They are always 
wanting, and they long for that which a loving, sympathising 
Christ designs and is able to give them. They know the misery 
and doom that await those that die unforgiven. 

The terrible fear and trembling that they experience lest they 
should perish and pass away into destruction must be felt to be known. 
They yearn and agonise to obtain the peace and forgiveness which 
are to be obtained from only one source in the vast universe of 
creation, and that source is the broken heart of the bleeding Jesus. 
This alone that can supply the want they seek. His people sigh for 
fellowship, joy, light, happiness, present comfort, and an everlasting 
home in the Father's house; and it was to procure these blessings 
for His people that Christ arrayed Himself in garments of clay, 
and that He might be All in All to those who are spiritually 
inspired and have been led to seek Him and pince their entire 
confidence in Him. 

(To be concl11ded.) 

THE CRY OF BLOOD.-A "FIFTH OF NOVEMBER 
MEDITATION.'' 

" The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me from the ground."
Genesis iv. 10. 

B-uT few of our readers are, we believe, Orangemen, or members of 
the Secret Society the object of which is to uphold, especially in 
Ireland, the cause of William of Orange, or in other words, the 
Protestant religion. Our own knowledge of this remarkable 
fraternity is so limited that we can pronounce no opinion as to its 
methods of procedure. This we however know, that some of Rome's 
most stalwart opponents and many of the warmest advocates of the 
Reformed Faith are to be found among those who belong to it. 

November is the month which these hold most dear. On 
November 5th, 1605, the Gunpowder Plot was discovered. On the 
same day ei"'htv vears later William II. landed at Torbay. They, 
therefor~ c~m{ect the season of fogs and gloom with bright 

- memorie~ of these signal instances of God's goodness to the Britisl1 
nation. 

\Ve greet these our brethren with much respect, and in some 
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ways, at least, would emulate their example. We have no intention 
of attending public worship in peculiar costume, or of being en
trusted with pass-words of mystic import, which the initiated only 
may hear. But we.wish from our heart that Protestants were more 
emphatic in letting their principles be known, and far bolder in de
nouncing 

" The lie that burned our fathers' bones to dust." 

May Orangemen increase if the defence of Protestantism is, 
indeed, their mission ! 

In her admirable " Protoplast "-so beloved by Christians of 
our section of the Church, sixty years ago-its author, the late Mrs. 
E. C. C. Baillie-in the article on " The First Death" refers to this 
subject. Her theme is the resistless plea of the blood which has 
been shed by the enemies of " the cause of God and of truth.'' 

"The first murderer was assured by the Most High-' The voice 
of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me from the ground.' How con
tinually this is proved ! By what unlikely means the scent of blood 
is traced and the offender brought to Justice. 

" How fearful is this truth in relation to those who in various 
lands have persecuted their fellow-men for righteousness' sake. 
Every drop of blood so shed utters that solemn word-Vengeance. 

"Does no such cry go up to heaven for the destruction of Papal 
Rome ? How many has she already slain-and we know not yet 
the numbers she may add to her ' red list ' before her final judg
ment. 

"Yet, how little is this heeded. Of old it was said that ' they 
whom God intends shall perish, He first permits to be infatuated.,,,, 
Did we not assent to the truth of this, we could hardly understand 
the fearful blindness which of late years has fallen upon the people 
of England respecting the Apostate Church, with her awful records 
of cruelty and blood. 

" One would haYe thought that after our noble forefathers had 
paid the price of our deliverance with their lives, and thus gained 
our freedom from Papal tyranny, we should have at least main
tained the same. But no ; although bitter suffering had taught us 
the principles of Rome, step by step we are giving over our country 
to her power, and hazarding the danger which her return to 
supremacy will surely bring. 

"For a while the Evangelical Party smoothly whispered that the 
· Roman Catholics were very much changed in their principles ; that 
they were now quite willing to be at peace with Protestants ; and 
that, at all events, they could never gain sufficient ascendency to do 
mischief in these realms. 

" Then followed the unfaltering voice of the Puseyites-as they 
were then styled-proclaiming their longing desire to be at one 
with their venerated mother ; and the repeated and open apoi=,tacy of 
several clergymen of the Church of England. 

* This is a Latin proverb, the author of which is unknown : "Quos Deus 
vult perdere, primus dementat." Whom God wiUs to perish, He first 
drives mad. 
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"Finally, Pius IX., 'the Evangelical Pope,' in 1850, assumed 
spiritual jurisdiction in this country, and appointed Cardinal 
Nicholas Wiseman to be Roman Catholic Archbishop of West
minister. '' At that time, "papal aggression" raised the most 
strenuous opposition from Protestants of every denomination and 
class. Now, however, the principle to which our fathers so stoutly 
objected, is almost universally allowed to work its way without re
monstrance. 

The recent attempt to parade the Host, or "Wafer-God," in the 
streets of the capital of the nation over which our Protestant King 
reigns, is but another instance of what Rome will effect should it 
ever lie in her power so to do."' 

But the blood of the noble army of martyrs will continue to be 
vocal till its appeal moves the indignation of heaven. "A day of 
reckoning must come to the harlot Rome, ' drunk with the blood of 
saints.' 

'' I love to think of the perpetual, ever-pleading cry of this 
hallowed blood. Earth rings with it, Heaven repeats it, Angels 
listen to it, God acknowledges it. The weary, way-worn Church in 
the wilderness says, ' How long? ' The spirits beneath the altar 
catch the utterance and echo, ' How long? ' 

"And shall not the hour of Rome's destruction come ? Yes, it 
will, 'and that right soon.' Blood shall be given her to drink, for 
it is her terrible desert. Hear, then the words of Jesus, 'Shall not 
God avenge His own elect which cry night and day unto Him? I 
tell you, He will avenge them speedily.'" 

" He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the Churches ! '' 

Finally, we need not be Freemasons to be devoted to "brotherly 
love, relief and truth ; '' and may be pure and good in our lives, 
without addicting ourselves to this " peculiar system of morality, 
veiled in allegory and expressed by symbols.'' Virtue and kindli
ness are not confined to Oddfellows, though these are under 
promises so stringent " to prove themselves worthy of their 
fraternity." Nor are Orangemen the only zealous Protestants who 
admire and thank God for the King to who~ true religion in 
England is so deeply indebted. 

To champion the cause which he promoted, is the common duty 
of all Christians in Great Britain and Ireland. Every preacher 
should give prominence to this theme. Every Sabbath School 
should have a Protestant 8unday. All teachers should reiterate 
the evangelical truths most opposed to the errors of Rome. The 
time for silence has passed. Frank, free, forcible speech is de
manded. So shall we turn to holy and useful accQunt, the story of 
how God delivered our land from the most hateful of all bondage 
in the years that are past, and intensify the earnest desire that He 
will perpetuate our religious liberty. 

* A few of the above sentences are derived from another source. 



338 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

I~ M.EMORIAM: SAl\IUEL KING BLAND, IPSWICH, 

A SERVANT oF Goo. 
(Continued.) 

Goon men have spoiled themselves by attempting too much. As 
a rule, " the cause of God and of truth " is most efficiently and per
manently served by ministers who persistently and exclusively 
pursue the line of ministry for which they were Divinely qualified. 

"'Tis not a work of small import the Pastor's cure demands· 
The work might fill an angel's heart; it tilled the Saviour'~ hand." 

" This one thing I do'' has thus been the evident motto of the 
majority of those servants of God whose memory lives in the hearts 
of the gracious and godly. 

To this rule there are, however, exceptions. On some eminently 
devoted men the gift of versatility is bestowed and they would be 
false to themselves were not all their varied talents utilised in the 
seiTice of God and His Church. Had Morley Punshon been con
tent with his splendid reputation as " the prince of preachers" ; 
had Andrew Head restricted his life-work to his own people, and 
closed his eyes to the needs of idiots and fatherless children ; had 
Spurgeon allowed the incessant claims of the pulpit to monopolise 
his time and energy, and refused the work which his College and 
Orphanage imposed-how much poorer would this sad world have 
been. All must applaud the way in which snch · men gave their 
whole powers to the work of the Lord. 

This well applies to him to whose memory these pages are 
inscribed. His gifts were many, and he grudged no effort net_!dful 
for their utilization. Thus he made full proof of his ministry at a 
time and in a sphere which demanded the good offices of a leader 
of very varied powers. 

When, as we judge, about twenty years of age, he was articled 
to an architect named Wallace, a specious and inefficient man; who 
is mainly remembered by the unsatisfactory character of the work 
he left behind him. 

With him he, however, seems to have remained for a lengthened 
period, during which he acquired a competent knowledge of his 
profession. Ere the engagement ceased he was appointed 8uper
visor or Clerk of the Works at the rebuilding of the nave of the 
Church of Saint Saviour's, Southwark, now Southwark Cathedral, 
about the year 1850.* 

* This great and splendid structure, which is close to the Surrey side 
of Loudon Bridge, is one of the most ancient and not_ed of the churches ?f 
the metropolis. To it the martyrs were brought in 1555 to hear their 
sentence of ecclesiastical condemnation from the lips of Bishop Bonner. 
Its monuments and its stained glass windows to the memory of eminent 
Protestants and other celebrities are most interesting. The way i1, which 
Wallace obtained the contract for the work mentioned above was most dis
creditable and what was then done hRd to he undone about fifteen years ago 
by the reb~ilding of the nave. Sir W. Besant, in his "Bell of Saint Paul's," 
chapter iii., states that quite needlessly in 1850 "the stout old walls of 
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Of his architectural ability we may judge from the chapels he 
designed-notably the Martyrs' Memorial, Beccles. He continued 
to exercise this profession for many su.t>sequent years. Though 
other duties engaged his attention, we believe that this was the 
secular avocation for which he deemed himself most fitted and 
which he practised with the greatest pleasure.''' 
· An ingenious invention which he patented led to his becoming 
an exhibitor at the first great International Exhibition of 1851.-'-

CALL TO THE ;vJINISTRY. 

He afterwards engaged in a commercial enterprise which pro,·ed 
far from successful. It is probable that the way was thus made 
clear to him that it was God's pleasure that he should eventually 
devote himself exclusively to the Christian ministry and the 
unique service for which he will be so long remembered. 

When he was twenty-three years of age, " The Christian Instruc
tion Society" were holding services in a tent on Kennington Com
mon, at which his help was solicited. So well was this his first 
effort received that other invitations quickly followed, and for eight 
years he served the Churches as an occasional preacher, with grow-
ing acceptance. · 

CHESHUNT, 1853-1855. 
In 1853 he accepted a call to the Pastorate of a Church at 

Cheshunt, Herts. At his recognition Thomas Jones, then of Chat
ham; William Allen, of Cave Adullam Chapel, Stepney ; Geo. 
Wyard, of Soho; his early and attached friend Geo. Moyle, who 
five years previously had commenced his long ministry at Rye Lane, 
Peckham ; and other honoured brethren took part. Here he 
ministered statedly for about three years. 

CHESHAM, 1860-1864. 
Four years later he removed to Chesham, Bucks. Here also 

his Pastorate was comparntively short ; but his name was fragrant 
and he was invariably welcomed by his old friends long after his 
stated labours among them had ceased. 

the ruined nave were pulled down and a thing of ugliness and meanness 
erected in its place. The Bishop's Chapel was destroyed, as wonld have 
been the Lady Chapel as well, but for the courage of one man," George 
Gwilt, a true architect who had a real interest in the place. 

Mr. Bland once told the writel' that it was believed by some that 
Wallace was the prototype of the hypocritical Pecksniff-a character in a 
celebrated work of fiction which was being issued in parts at the very 
time (1850) that the wol'k of the restoration of Saint Saviour's was pt·o
ceeding-in which, as stated above, he took part. 

* On April 30th, 1843, he joined" The Anti-Corn Law Leagne," and in the 
October of the same year connected himself with "The British Associa
tion." In both instances the words "Architectural Draughtsman" are 
appended to his name. . t Our late friend and fell?w-studer_:it, J .. Lowis Keys, told us that _Ins 
father and Mr. Bland were neighbours tn Ltsson Gt•ove and that he ,, ell 
remembered this circumstance. 'fhe invention, he said, was a process by 
which ordinary glass was made to resemble porphyry, alabaster, marble 01· 

other costly stone. 
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CO-PASTORATE AT DECCLES, 1864-1868. 

On leaving Chesham, his next removal, which affected the 
whole course of his future life and ministry, took place. The 
infirmities of age were at this time telling heavily upon the revered 
George Wright, the senior pastor of the Strict Baptist Ministers in 
Suffolk, who had served the Cause at Beccles for forty-two years. 
The help of a ministerial colleague was therefore imperative. Our 
friend, four years previously, had been engaged professionally as 
architect to the ne"· chapel. This had led to his introduction to 
the Eastern Counties and to his acquaintance with the aged pastor, 
which ewntually ripened into the most cordial friendship. To him 
in their perplexity and need the Church and congregation there
fore looked, and it being known that his relations with his Chesham 
friends pointed to the expediency of his removal, he was invited to 
hecome assistant minister at Becrles, l\fr. Wright himself assuring 
him that '' he kne"· of no 011e whom he could more heartily welcome 
in the Lord.'' 

To solicitations so cordial he could but respond, and he filled the 
office of co-pastor-always an anomalous one,-with credit for four 
years. Signs and tokens of Divine approval were by no means 
laeking, though, after a short time, the anticipated ful:ness of bless
ing was not enjoyed. Some seals, however, manifested that the 
matter had been of the Lord. . 

In 1868 he tendered his resignation, and in.1869 l\fr. Wright 
is again mentioned in the Report of the Association as the sole 
minister. 

It is pleasing to add that, while the ministerial union ceased, 
the mutual friendship between the pastor and his colleague con
tiirned-" nay," as he tells us, "as the end of Mr. Wright's 
pilgrimage drew on, it increased and was felt at least by me to be 
growingly precious.'' 

THE CNMITRED BISHOP, 1869-1900. 

The conviction at this time appears to have come upon him that 
lie could do more good as a friend and helper of the Churches at 
large than as the minister of one congregation. He could not but 
be aware of his peculiar and varied gifts. The needs of his 
denomination in Suffolk and Norfolk appealed loudly to him. He 
therefore cheerfully responded when his pulpit labours were sought, 
and gradually became a recognised guide and counsellor in a 
large area. 

The importance and value of such a ministry at this juncture to 
the body as a whole ran hardly be overrated. The time for its 
exercise was opportune. The settled pastors who had long borne 
the chief burden of denominational responsibility were advanced in 
years. George Wright had been compelled to resign the secretary
ship of the Association in 1865, and his more public labours had 
practically terminated. John Cooper, of Wattisham, and Samuel 
Collins, of Grundisburg, were advanced in years. R. E. Sears, of 
Laxfield, though exercising a ministry which was full of promise, 
was too young to be rewgnised as a leader by the associated 



ANO GOSPEL HERALD. 341 

Churches. Charles Hill, then in the fulness of his splendid powers, 
stood alone. The other settled ministers, though indubitably godly 
and fervent in spirit, had neither the natural gifts, the acquired 
knowledge, nor the moral dignity, which are needful for those who 
occupy positions of prominence. 

Moreover, the educational status of the members of our Churches 
had greatly improved, and even rustic hearers had begun to appre
ciate correctness of diction and culture of style in those that occu
pied their pulpits. The ministry of someone who had observed 
diligently, read widely and thought deeply was therefore greatly to 
be desired. 

It was soon admitted that our friend's gifts and grace qualified 
him to fill a peculiar and unique position in relation to his section 
of the denomination. In 1865 he was received into the Association 
as Mr. Wright's colleague, or co-pastor. In the Report for this 
year he is referred to as " our beloved brother Bland, late of 
Chesham, Bucks,'' who had been sent by a gracious Providence to 
share the ministry of our venerable pastor, and who is commended 
"as a long-tried and faithful servant of the Lord." 

In 1867, by the request of the associated ministers and 
messengers, he submitted his first Circular Letter on "The 
Christian's Imitation of Christ,. to the annual Assembly. In 1870, 
though his pastoral work at Beccles had ceased, his name appears 
as a member of an important committee appointed by the ministers 
and messengers at the annual meeting. He likewise is stated to 
have seconded a resolution on the question of national education, 
which had been moved by Samuel Collins, and which affirmed that 
"Any scheme of national education should be confined strictly to 
secular knowledge, but that the free reading of the Bible (which is 
the foundation of England's prosperity), without note or comment, 
written or oral, should be secured." 
- In June, 1871, the Association met at Pulham St. Mary, when it 
was unanimously agreed "that brother S. K. Bland, a member of 
the Beccles Church, being present, be invited in future to attend its 
business transactions.'' Thus, though neither a pastor nor a dele
gate, his peculiar relation to his brethren was defined and 
recognised. 

Henceforth he became an "institution" among the Strict 
Baptists of East Anglia, and " Mr. Bland, of Beccles," was known 
far and wide as a sort of unordained Bishop, on whom devolved 
"the care of all the Churches." In fact, as the veteran pastors one 
by one ceased their labours, he and Charles Hill, of Stoke Ash
at that time his attached and cordial friend-came to be regarded 
as the acknowledged leaders of the cause of the higher Calvinism 
and Strict Communion in Ruffolk, Norfolk and Essex. 

It is noticeable how soon his personal views and convictions 
began to affect the proceedings of the brethren. The claims of 
" The German Mission " under the direction of his friend Oncken, 
or Hamburg, received the recognition of the Association, and liberal 
contributions were made by the Chmches on its behalf. "The Bap
tist Building Fund,'' "The Baptist Tract Society,'' the short-li,·ed 
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"Baptist. ~unday 8chool l:nion," and "The Theological Institution" 
at Hur.Y, Lancashire, were also brought before the notice of the 
Association. At subsequent gatherings, grants of money were 
votrd to " The_ Baptist Union" in recognition of the services of this 
great commumty to the cause of evangelical truth and to the ancient 
" \Yid0ws' Fund,'' which had generously extend~d its help to bene
ficiaries in Norfolk and Suffolk. 

1n 1879 he removed to Ipswich, partly for family reasons, but 
very largely that he might the better pursue the work which had 
been entrusted to him of the Lord. 

(To be conclnded in 0111· next). 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

NEW MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, ST. JOHN'S WOOD ROAD. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING 

THE buildinl? here illustrated has been 
erected by Messrs. E. Lawrence & Son~, 
of City-road, from designs prepared 
by Messrs. Smee & Houchin, Byron 
House, Fleet-street, E.C., on a fine free
hold _site io St. John's Wood-road, N.W., 
and 1s known as Mount Zion Baptist 
Chapel. The new site, which is over 
200 fe_et deep, ~ave the opportunity of 
planning bu1ldmgs on a. more adequate 
scale, and full ad vantage has been ta.ken 
of providi~g - a complete] y eq nipped 
range of b111ld10gs. These consist of a 
chapel, which will accommodate 600 
pereone, behind which a.re two vestries 
and a third larger veatry, capable of 
holding from eighty to ninety persons. 
Beyond these and connected by a 
corridor, as well as entered separately 
from the exterior, is the .SD.llday School, 
capable of holding an adult assembly 
of over 450 persons, The classrooms a.re 
fourteen in number, two of which are 
for infants and holding 100 ea.oh, while 
three a.re for senior cla.•see, holding 
from twenty to thirty. These may be 
entered either from the school hall 
itself or separately from the outside. 
All the smaller classrooms open off the 
ma.in hall, either on ground-floor or in 
the gallery. Those on the !!'round-floor 
have folding partitions. In addition 
there is a librarian's room, which on 
occasion may serve as another clasr
room. Separate lavatory accommoda
tion is provided for gentlemen, !&die•, 
boys and girls in various parts of the 
buildings, 0 ver the vestries is a care
taker's flat, consisting of sitting-room, 
two bedrooms and kitchen. A separate 
kitchen tor church and school use is 
provided on the ground-floor, under 
which is the heating chamber, The 
buildings have been constructed fire
resisting throughout and the entrances 
and exits are also planned on accepted 

modern ideas, The front entrances are 
s 1eltered by a capacious porch, off 
which iij a large central vestibule and 
two gallery entrances. Further lobbies 
•creen the doors actually entering the 
Chapel, time reducing draughts to a 
minimum. 

The plan of the new Chapel generally 
follows the old, beinl? rectangular but 
somewhat longer. The galleriee, how
ever, which are on three sides of the 
building, do not extend right through 
to the end wall, being curved off to give 
a more spacious effect at the pulpit end. 
The platform, pulpit and baptistery are 
all arranged as in the old building. An 
organ platform has been introduced, 
however, on one side. Rather a novel 
feature i@ a supplementary staircase to 
the gallery, close to the pulpit, thus con
nec£10g the gallery oonj!'rega.tion with 
those in the body. The roof is of steel 
and supported on steel columns encased 
in plaster, and is formed on the inside 
as a plastered, semi-circular, arched 
vault over the central ,space,' with flat 
ceilings over the side galleries ; specially 
designed electroliers a.re a feature of the 
interior. 

The wall surfaces generally are 
plastered, Pitabpine has been used for 
the joinery, including pews and gallery 
front. 

The floor, which is of concrete and 
formed rising towards the back, is 
finished with cork oarpet fixed direct to 
the concrete, 

The beating is by low-pressure bot 
water in pipes and radiatore. The 
exterior of the building bas been 
designed in rather a. free Romanesque 
style. 

OPENING SERVICES. 
Preparatory to puhlicly opening the 

new chapel and school premises on the 
morrow, a special prayer-meeting was 
held on Tnesday, September 29th, in the 
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new ohe.pel to oonseore.te the new 
buildings to God's service. The pro
ceedings included e. soul-stirring, grate
ful e.nd pathetic retrospect-, as well as e. 
humbl~ and confiding prospect. All 
the glory was given to God. All the 
hopes were centred in Him. It was 
oerte.inly e. never - to~ be - forgotten 
ocoe.sion. 

Before the meeting eeparated Mr. C. 
E. GrimeP. in brief and appropriate 
wordP. on behalf or many friends in the 
Church. and oongreg-atio'!,. presented 
our treasurer, Mr. C. U. 11arriP, with 
beautifully bound copies of Denhe.m's 
Selection of Hymm, and the Bristol 
and Union Tune Book, in an elege.nt 
case. I uside the cover '.lf each volume 
were words of love and thankfulness in 
reference to the liberality and labours 
of onr brother in connection with our 
new sanctua.ry. Our friend-ta.ken 
unawo.res-expressed as well as he 
could his appreciation of the confilence 
in him and the love shown towards 
him. 

The specia.l services in connection 
with the opening of the new sanctuary 
in St. John's Wood-road were hearty, 
well attended, and e.ugured well for 
fntnre de.ye. The 30th September we.s 
as a glorious summer day, and people 
came from far and near to join with 
the Church at Mount Zion to magnify 
and bless the Lord for His abounding 
goodnesP. The building was well filled 
in all parts for the afternoon servicf. 
The people were calmed for worship as 
Pastor Shinn, of Northampton, led the 
assembly in hearty thankPgivmg and 
earnest prayer. As he sought for some 
signal blessing on that day's services, 
many hearts responded in a deep Amen. 
Then the congregation joined heartily 
in the invooation-

·•.a:rise, 0 King of Grace, arise 
And enter to Thy rest; 

Lo, Thy Church waits with longing eyes 
Thus to be owned and blest." 

Mr. Shinn then read and commented 
upon parts of the 29th chapter or 2ud 
Book of Chronicles and afterwards 
sought the blessing or God. 

An appropriate sermon from an 
appropriate text waM preached by 
Pastor E. Mitchell. Taking the wordF, 
'· We are come unto Mount Zion," fll 
the be.sis of his rema.rkP, Mr. Mitchell 
expatiated on (1) the place, (2) the 
fact. In spea.king of tne place, the 
·preacher noticed ·the founda_tiun upon 
which Zion rests-'the defence or bnl
wa.rk~. the glo1·y,_the worahip,_ a.nd the 
prii•ileges uf ker c,t~zena-.i.nd, 10 dwell
mg on the fact, spoke solemnly as to a. 
preliminary question sull:'ge•ted: Have 
we come to Mount Zion 1 The sermon 
wa.s a.ttentively listenel to and m3,ny 
expressed their a.ppreciation of it. 

Mr- Aro.old Boulden presided over a 
very la.rge gathering in tb.e eveninl!", 

when it was estima.ted that r.bout 700 
persons were present, 

The singing of a. most suitable hymn, 
which a.ppeared to have been composed 
specially for this service, opened the 
meeting:-

" O Thou, whose hand has bronght us 
Unto this joyful day, 

Accept our glad thanksgiving 
And listen as we pray; 

And may our \'reparation 
For this days service be 

With one accord to offer 
Ourselve,, 0 Lord, to Thee." 

The Chairman rea.d 2 Chron. vi. ; a.fter 
which Mr. Ede, of Brighton, implored 
God's blessing on the meeting. 

Mr. Boulden expre~sed the grea.t 
pleasure he felt in presidin!f on this 
interesting occa.sion. Ile rej01ced tha.t, 
while they ha.d a. new building, they 
did not need a new gospel. Now this 
building we.a completed, he felt they 
might say with the Pdalmist, "I will 
praise tb.e na.me of the Lord with a. song, 
and will magnify Him with tha.nks
giving," This wa.s the Lord's doing. 
He knew their Pa.stor would continue 
to proclaim a. pure Gospel, a.nd pra.yed 
that he might be spared to minister in 
this new sa.notua.ry for ma.ny yea.re. In 
thinking of the pa.et, he reca.lled how 
tha.t the first Pastor, the late John 
Forema.n, wa.s owned of God, and ex
pressed the hope tha.t, as· the , present 
P11,stor preached the ea.me truths, ma.ny 
might be ga.thered in a.nd brought to 
know the Lord ; that, while ma.ny 
would find the Word to be food to their 
soulP, Hinners mi1?ht be a.wa.kened to 
ory, •· Wha.t m11st I do to be saved 7" 

The Pa.stor, Mr. J.E. Hazelton, very 
heartily welcomed the friends from 
other Churohe9, whose presence he re
ga.rded a.s a. token for good. They me~, 
he said, with hearts filled with grat1-
t11de to Him who ha.d ena.bled them to 
erect that chapel, and looked forward 
with hope and coura.ge to the fu~u~e, 
tru&ting tha.t for many yea.re the mime• 
try of the blessed Gospel might be 
mainta.ined there. The Church would 
c:mtinue its history in the new sa.no• 
tnary. They ha.d not come with a. new 
or a. modified gospel. They had come 
with the Articles of Faitb, fra.med by 
the founderP unchanged. These ex• 
predsed ooven~nt truth, a.nd it was thfs 
truth he de.ired to preach. In this 
solemn and momentous work he felt 
there should be no cloudiness or doubt. 
People should be quite sure on which 
side a. man wa.s by his own utte~a.noes. 
He desired to put these truths 1n the 
forefront however, not beoa.use they 
were in the Articles, but because they 
were in the Bible; and he trusted by 
Divine gra.ce God ha.d written them in 
his bee.rt. He felt the need of the a.ge 
was a. full proclamation of that full
orbed Gospel which was onr Father's 
glory and oiar Father's joy. These 
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troths w~re the best bnl wark ag11,inst praying for him. The Gospel w11,8 the 
Rome, Ritualism, and New Theologie3, I means ror manifesting God'• elect: this 
A wave of power w11,s wanted in our was what was to be expected under a 
Ch!J~ohes---: the power of the Holy clearly defined Gospel. He knew 
Spmt: This Gospel was one to live by he could appeal to aged eaints that 
and die by, and he prayed that it might they had found the ministry of the 
evei: sound from the pulpit there till Word a blessfd atmosphere· they had 
Ohr1st should oome again. felt its vitalizing inflnence ~nd proved 

Pastor 0. S. Dalbey then addressed its reviving power. H they could 
the_ meeting from the wordP, "Zion, make a change for_ the better, well and 
wh1oh He loved," After referring to good ; bot what if they h11,d come to 
the eimilaru;y of hie theme to the enh- where they C':)nld ?Ot ascend 1 With 
jeot preached from in the afternoon, he the trnth ae it 1e m Jee!}•, they had 
went on to notioe the great and glorious come to the end of perfect10n. 
tr!1th of the everlasting love of IJod to The treasurer, Mr. C. C. HarriP, then 
Hie people. H there was no room in the told of the wonderlal way in which 
heart ot anyone for the trnth of God's God had appeared for the Chnrch and 
everlasting Jove, enoh a one needed a how He had led them, step by step 
new heart. The word deola.red to Jere- until to-fay the friends were a.ble t~ 
mia.h, '' I ha.ve loved thee with an ever- prai•e Him in their new ea.actuary. He 
la.sting love," while it was for his thought they could join in sa.ying, '· 0 
comfort, wa~ also for the strengthening magnify the Lord with DP, a.nd let ns 
of the citizens of Zion. Thie love was exalt Hie name together." They wa.nted 
also sovereign. God's love wa.e the to rema.in in their old qna.rters, bot the 
grand cause-the love of Hie people the disa.ppoiutmente GJd permitted were 
glorious effect. Mount Zion, was a.leo often the greatest blessings. li11,d they 
the dwelling-place of God, for had He been able to renew their lease, they 
not ea.id," There will Id well"? Mount would not have had the present sa.nc
Zion further was the symbol of immnt- tuary, with a.II its conveniences. God 
ability-" They that truot in the Lord .chose the position, provided the arcbi
ehall be as Mount Zion, which cannot tect, and gave good builderP. In the 
be moved." The Cburoh was founded hignest terms Mr. Harris spoKe of the 
upon a. Rook, and the ga.tee of hell a.rchitect, Mr. Houchin, who had served 
~hall no~ _jlreva.il. a.gaiilst her. Thie the Cnurch faithful\y, and the builders 
1mmovab1hty applied a.lso to the truths a\sc,, who had ca.rned out the work 
of the Gospel. Then, to", Zion was the thoronghly. The neighbours ha.d been 
birthplace of souls. "For of Zion it oonrteoue a.nd rea9ona.ole, so that there 
shall be said, Thi• and tha.t ma.n w&s had been no unploa.eantnese a.nywhere 
born in her.'' He hoped their new in bringing the work to completion. 
Mount Zion might be the place of birth Though St, J ohn'e Wood .wa.s famous 
of ma.ny soulP, and tha.t God would for its clay, yet, when the builders dug 
prosper ·her work, down, they CJ.me to a. fine enbstratnm of 

Pastqr W. Sinden offered no apology b~lla.st. The friends lla.d lovingly fur
for being present. The enga.gement mshe~ the money, so ~h&t n<?w the~e 
was one of long standing, and he shonld rema.med only ab_out ~2a0 to ra.tse. His 
ever respond, if he could, to a.n appeal prayer was that 1t might be a place of 
made by their Pastor whom he esteemed pea.ce as fong a.s the we.Us should hold 
very highly for tb~ truth's sa.ke. He together, 
believed love in the Lord wa.s the Pastor B. J, Northfield then dis
highest form love reached below the coursed on" Things New and Old.'' The 
heavens .. He called upon. the people to old oha.pel was a place of ha.ppy memo
reoogniee God's goodneeP, a.nd oongratu- ries, a.nd he hoped the new one would 
lated them on having worked so bar- be. While old friends were reta.ined, 
monionsly and in seeing the result of he wished that new ones might be wel
their labours, He felt the best blessing oomed. Some old things were better 
would be if the traditions of the Churoh than new, as the first temple, from an 
were mainta.ined. He oalled attention arohiteotura.l standpoint, wa.s better 
to the deolara.tion of Mr. Hazelton, and tha.n the second, and the old theology 
affirmed tha.t it. was the rehearsal of was better tha.n the new theology, 
those things whiob God had owned and Some new things were better tha.n old, 
bleat, He did not think God intended a.s the new oovena.nt. Some old things 
to S'ather His people by modern inno- pa.seed awa.y, as the former dispensation 
vat1ons, There seemed to be an idea and also our iniquities; some abide, 
that some effort, in addition to the a.mong whioh was the GQspel. There 
saored means God ha.d devised, must be was a disagreement between some old 
put forth, and more dependence should a.nd new things, while, on the other 
be plaoed on that effort tha.n on the ha.nd, between others there was a 
Goepel. He urged to earnest prayer for blessed agreement. Old and new ex
the minister that blessing might ac- perienoes agreed wha.t God had done He 
company the Word. He himself was was doing, '.f~e speaker h(?ped that in 
often sensible that someone had been tbe new bu1ldmg they might ha.ve a 
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renewal of the exp3rienoes they h&d The oolleotions amounted, with dona-
had in the old, and that m1r.ny s1Dnen tions, to £102. JAMES E. FLEGG. 
might there be born age.in. 

Pastor H. T. Chilvers was glad to 
hsve the opportunity to she.re in their 
rejoicing. He felt oonvinoed that God 
h"d brought them there for a purpose. 
Preaching was no mere profession, but 
e. pa.ssion, and he hoped their prayer
meetings might be meetings wherein 
there should be born 11, holy pllossion. 
When Zion travailed she brought forth 
children. The Church of Jesus Christ, 
he ea.id, was a spiritual constitution, 
and hence all her functions were 
,piritue.l. She was established on love, 
hlo~d and power, and G-od had a three
fold pre.cti011l purpose in bringinir men 
and women to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and into fellowship with each other, 
viz . worship, witntss and wor~. The 
speaker opened up the spiritual na.ture 
of true worship, showing how only e. 
rei?enere.ted soul ca.n render this. The 
ancient people of God were His wit
nesses, and so are His believing people 
now. They witnessed to the truth "as 
in Jesus "-the truth in a bea.utiful 
setting. Trnth burnt into the soul 
would ma.ke itself known in the miniE
tn. Then they mnst live the truth as 
well as preach it. It was fa.r easier to 
love the troth than to live it. s~intly 
lives had a blessed inflnence. When 
love ha.d entered the soul, the man 
could work. Ha.ving received, through 
Jesus, the forgiveness of sins, one came 
from the shadow of the Cross to work 
in the name and for the sake of the 
Lord Jeane. 

Pastor H. J. Galley felt it no small 
privilege to rejoice with the friends in 
the goodness of God. Comini? along, 
the thou(!'ht occurred to his mind, 
•· Beautiful fvr situation; " when he 
looked a.t the building he thought it 
was .. beautiful for eleration; " and 
when. touched with the spirit of devo
tion, within the buildinl!' he felt 
" beautiful fvr conve,·sation." Advert
ing to some_ remarks m_ade by Mr. 
Harris, he said tbe sovereignty of God 
in geology was suggested, and from 
this he led •· up to sovereignty in 1alva
tion.' · He spoke of the quarry of nature, 
whence the living stones were brought, 
the power by which this is accom
plished-the Gospel of Christ-and how 
theye.re polished for the temple of God. 
He uttered words of warning to 
thoughtless ones and spoke ~ncoura(!'
ingly to anch as were seeking. He 
prayed tha.t God would use them as 
,1 •1arrymen, a.nd _that they might work 
together harmon1ouslr. 

MErROPOLITAN ASSOOIATION 
OF srarnr BAPTIST OHURCH.ES, 

HALF-YEARLY MEETINGS AT 
BRENT'.FOBD. 

'fHE half-yearly meetings ·a.t Brentford 
on the 6th of October were fairly well 
attended, unity of spirit prevailed, a.nd 
the utterances of the b'rethren, who 
spoke from selected subject•, were 
profitable a:ad edifying. 

The bueinesa meeting of the a.fter
noon was presided over by Pastor T. 
J O[les. A. portion of Scripture having 
been read, prayer wa.s offered by Pa.star 
E. Mitcheil. The Chairme.n·felt it was 
e. matter for tha.nkfulness tha.t in the 
enjoym.,nt of health so many were able 
to be present. He voiced the sympathy 
of tb.e Pastors and delegates with the 
brethren who, owing to illnesP, were 
una.ble to join in these ga.thering•, and 
trusted that throughout the meetings 
there might be a realisation of the 
presence of Christ and the power of 
the Spirit. 

Severa.I faces were mieaed, a.mol!lg 
them being our esteemed treasurer (Mr, 
Fricker), the Pa.star of the Brentford 
Church (Mr. Mutimer), and a.lso 
brethren 'l'ooke and Cla.rk. To thesl' 
the Secretary we.a requested to convey 
the sympathy of those a.ssembled. 

Pastor Jamee E. Flegg we.a chosen as 
President for the ensuing year, and 
Pastor E. Mitchell as Vice-President, 
and the following friends were elected 
to serve on the Committee :-Messre. 
Abrahams, Appleton, Armstrong, Baker, 
Bush, Cooper Easter, E, W. Flegg, 
Galley, E. E. Jeffe, Parnell, Sapey, 
Tooke, West, and White, 
It ia hopea that the a.ppee.l me.de by 

Mr. Looseley for increased interest by 
the schools in the work of the Sunday• 
school Committee will not be in va.in, 
It has been decided to hold a Scripture 
Examination in December, and par
ticulars can be obtained of the Secretary 
to that Committee. 

Pastor T. Jones spoke of the work of 
the Home Mission. 

It was agreed to req nest the Churches 
a.t their prayer-meetings on November 
2nd to make apeoie.l reference to the 
evils of P,oma.nism, Ritua.Iiam, and 
Rationalism; and e. resolution _ex
pressing appreciation of th~ Prime 
Minister's action in preventmg the 
elevation of the Host in the Roman 
Catholic procession was unanimously 
passed. , 

The Church at Mount Zion, S_t, ~ ohn s 
Wood-road invited the Asaoo1ation to 
hold its a.~nua.l meeting in their n~w 
sanotua.ry, which invita.tion was heartily 

A few words froll) Pastor J.E. Flegg 
on ·• Thou art the same" brought to a 
conclusion meetings wh_ich _were mo~t 
profita.ble, and which will hve _lo_ng Ill 

the memories of all who were privileged I aoEceptedth· done for the oomfort 
to be present. very mg was 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 347 

of those staying to tea by the friends at I by the preaoher in hie sermon and in 
Brentford, and their kindness was muoh , selecting the hymns.-H. B. 
appreciated. 

The evening meeting oommenoed at 
6.15, and the Vice-President having 
reaa Psalm cxxii. prayer was offered by 
Pa~tors BapllJ', E.W. Flegg, and Easter. 

Pastor J. E. Flagg oalled attention to 
the work of the Home Mjaaion, and 
urged that something ehould be done 
with a view to eeouring a regular 
income, when Pastor E. Rose suggested 
that deputation work should be under, 
taken, and it was arranged to act upon 
this suggestion. 

The Chairman delivered a brier and 
timely address in reference to current 
topioa, after whioh Pastor E. White, 
who, though still weak from hie recent 
illnees, spoke with much animation and 
fervour upon the subject announced
Why are we Strict and Particular 
Baptists? He dwelt for a little while 
on the origin and meaning or the title, 
and then noticed inter alia the following 
reasons :-Because the Lord J eeus Christ 
was snob, and so were the apostles. 
There was no hint given in the New 
Testament that this primitive order 
was to be changed. Beoauee for 
centuries this order did prevail in the 
Churoh. That we wish to keep a clear 
conscience in the sight of God. Be, 
cause our creed and our practice are 
consistent. Because the least departure 
leads to further departure. Because we 
dare not chanl{e. · - · 

Pastor E. Mitchell followed with 
some exceedingly profitable oheerva• 
tiona upon "The Need or the Holy 
Spirit's Power· in our Ministry," when 
h_e showed how essential is this power 
in order to an insight iuto the Word, 
and that the exeroiee of gifts bestowed 
might become spiritually profitable. 

It was felt that the departure from 
the usual custom of having a sermon on 
the occasion of the half-yearly meeting 
was justified. 

The collections amounted to £6 la. 6d. 

IPSWICH (ZOAR).-Harvest thankr
giving services were held on September 
23rd, when two sermons were preached 
by Mr. John Bush. The afternoon 
subject was Ephes. iii. 16-19, which 
was described as one of the moat 
remarka,ble of the remarkable prayers 
or the great apostle. With liberty the 
preacher p welt upon the love of Christ 
to the delight of those who heard hiJP. 
After tea the chapel was well filled 
with moat attentive hearers, who 
listened to another most encouraging 
sermon from 2 Sam. xiv. 14, when Mr. 
Bush dwelt very graciously and fully 
on the means God devises whereby His 
banished are not expelled from Him. 
The chapel was adorned with fruits and 
flowers the special character of the 
meeting being in no wise lost sight of 

TOLLlNGTON PARK.-The thirty
first anniversary of the Churoh was 
held on September 20th, when two 
Pxcellent sermons were preached by 
Mr. W. Bnzier. On the 22nd, Mr. F. C. 
Holden preached from Pea. xlvi. 5 
"God is in the midst," &o., when h~ 
was helped to open it up so that many 
received a blessing. A good company 
partook of tea, after which the evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr. J. M. 
Rundell, who, after the reading or the 
Word and prayer, made some appropriate 
remarks. Addressee were given by Mr. 
W. Brazier from 1 Sam. xxiii. 16: Mr. 
Holden, Paa. cxxxii. 15; Mr. Lowrie, 
Matt. xiv. 22. Mr. Saooell also gave us 
a few words or exhortation and couneel. 
"All hail the power or Jeeu'e name," 
&c., and prayer brought the meeting to 
a close. (Jollcctione were good.-T. H. M. 

EAST HAM (STAFFORD ROAD, 
KATHERINE ROAD).-Very interesting 
and profitable services were held at the 
above place of worship in connection 
with the nineteenth anniversary on 
Tue~day, September 22nd. A God
glorifying eermon was preached in the 
afternoon by Mr. J. E. Fleg!!', of 

. Hounelow, on the words in Gal. vi. H. 
After tea the evening meeting was 
presided over by our esteemed friend 
Mr. Birkitt, of Bethnal Green, who 
read Pea. xl. Mr. Gull sought the 
Divine blessing. Well thought out and 
very edifying addreseee were delivered 
by Mr. Ackland from "Behold, I ccme 
quickly: hold fast which thou hast, 
that no ma.n take thy crown;" Mr. J. 
Easter, 1 Cor. i. 2, '· Unto the Church of 
God;" Mr. J. E. Flegg, Prov. xxv. 25 ; 
and Mr.J. Jarvie" Moreover concerning 
the stranger." A most encouraging 
report was read, which showed that the 
Lord had helped and s11stained the 
Church during the past year,-ONE 
WHO WAS PRESENT. 

BRADFIELD ST. GEORGE.-Har• 
vest thanksgiving and mission services 
were held on Sunday and Monday, 
October 4th and 5th. Mr. W. Dixon 
oonduoted the eervices on the Sunday. 
Mre. F, Cook, of the South Indian 
Mission, gave an addrese. In the after
noon and evening these •ervices were 
largely attended. On the Monday Mr. 
J. W. Wren, of Bedford, preached in the 
afternoon from l Cor. i. 9, "God is 
faithful, by whom ye were called unto 
the fellowship of His Son J esue Christ 
our Lord." About seventy were pree~nt 
to tea. The meeting in the evening was 
presided over ·by Mr. G. Cobb, who gave 
an interesting address upon the offering 
of the firetfruits in Lev. xxiii. Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Cook gave some en-
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ooura.ging accounts of the work in I Diploma. of Honour for thirty-three 
S~ut_h I~dia., trusting the visit of yea.re' continuous service a.e librarian, 
m!ss10na.r1ee tr?m. the field o~ labour f secretary, a.nd superintendent. Mr. 
will keep the m1es1ona.ry fire a.live. Mr. Inskip ma.de the presentation on behalf 
Wren also spoke of the work, sa.yin!(' he of the Union in. warmly appreciative 
fel~ sure they ha.d in Mr. a.nd Mrs. terms. Mr. Ada.ms feelingly a.cknow
Strickeon a.nd Mr. a.nd Mrs. Cook godly !edged the thoughtful reg-a.rd which 
pereom, who prea.ched the Word of God prompted the application for the 
to the people in India.. Mr. W. Dixon Diploma., a.nd also the love expressed 
very heartily thanked the friends by the officers a.nd teachers in having 
present from neighbouring Churches it suitably framed. Appropria.te refer
w~o ha.d come to help. The Bradfield ence wa.s ma.de to the quiet, unostenta
friends were few a.nd most of them tious service in the home by. which it 
~orking people, a.nd were much ha.d been ma.de possible for Mr. Ada.ms 
indebted to friends who came to to give so much time a.nd energy to tpe 
help on these ocoa.sions. Collections work of the school. 
a.mounted to £8, which will be divided The meeting closed with the singing 
between the Suffolk and Norfolk Home of "Bleat be the tie that binds," a.nd 
Mission a.nd the South Indian Strict the prayer that, through God's rich 
Baptist Mission. grace, a.II might be re-united In that 

city " Where no foe enters and whence 
PROVIDENCE, HIGHBURY PLA.CE. no friend departs." 
A.N event of unique interest took place 
on Wednesday, October Utb, when a. 
" re-union" of old scholars a.nd teachers 
wa.s convened by Mr. H. Adams, the 
superintendent. Invitations had been 
sent to friends who were connected 
with the school a.t a.ny period since its 
commencement in 1862, a.nd the response 
wa.s very gratifying. Many of the 
former scholars and teachers a.re 
sca.ttere;i over the United Kingdom, a.nd 
some a.re across the sea.a in Teneriffe, 
Persia, Australia, New Zea.land, India, 
Africa,a.nd the United States. Touching 
letters. full of grateful reminiscences 
a.nd affectionate tributee, were received 
from those unable to be present. One 
from a. great sufferer, a.t the point of 
death, conveyed a.s her la.et messa.\te the 
bles3ed testimony, "God is love.' The 
flowers for deoora.ting the platform 
were sent by a.n old eohola.r now in 
North Wales. 

Light refreshments were served from 
7 to 8, a.nd a. happy hour wa.s spent in 
mutua.l greeting-a. At 8 o'clock the 
friends a.ssembled in the cha.pel, and 
listened with deep interest and pleasure 
to a.ddresees by four ministel'B of the 
Word a.t one time associated with the 
Snnda.y-.chool-MeBBrs. H. S. Boulton, 
W. Chisnall, H. M. Winch, and H. J. 
Wileman. Their recollections of early 
teachers enforced the truth, so often 
overlooked, tha.t God gra.ciously uses 
consistency of character rather tha.n 

. brilliancy of gift to · make life-long 
impressions on the minds of the 
scholars. Words of welcome were given 
hy Pa.stor W. H. Rose, the esteemed 
secreta.ry (Mr. II. Pyett), and the 
collea.gues of Mr. Adams in the 
dia.cona.te-Messre. White, Peacock, a.nd 
L~wra.nce. Impromptu speeches were 
ma.de by Messrs. Copping, Joyce, 
Mitchell, a.nd Whittaker. 

A very plea.sing feature of the pro
ceedings wa.s the presenta.tion to Mr, 
Adams of the Sunday-school Union 

BETHESDA, IPSWICH. 
SPECIAL service3· in connection with 
the Pa.stor's fifth a.nniversa.ry were held 
on Sunda.y, September 13bh. Pastor 
H. Tydema.n Chilvers preached elo
quent sermons morning a.nd evening to 
good congrega.tions, a.nd in the a.fter
noon ga.ve a. epecia.l a.ddrese to the 
scholars a.nd tea.chers in the Sunda.y
echool a.nd Bible-ola.eses. 

On the following Wednesday the 
ann ua.l ha.rvest tba.nkegi ving services 
were held. An address we.a given in 
the a.fternoon by Pastor H. J. Galley, of 
London, from Pea.. cxlv. 8, 9, touching 
upon the goodness, the generosity, a.nd 
the graciousness of God. · 

A tea. wa.s afterwards provided in the 
schoolroom, to which upwa.rds of 140 
sa.t down. 

The evening service wa.s well a.ttended, 
Mr-. F. T. Newman, of London (an old 
friend a.t these ga.therings) being in the 
chair. 

The Church eeoreta.ry (Mr. A. E. 
Ga.rra.rd) gave a. report of -the pa.et yea.r's 
work. He mentioned it wa.s five yea.re 
since Mr. Chilvers first ea.me to work 
amongst them a.nd tha.t God was still 
bleesing hie la.hours in their midst. 
Twenty-eight members ha.d been a.dded 
by ba.ptism during the la.et twelve 
months, a.nd there were a.t the present 
time 396 names on the Church books. 
He a.lso spoke of the various org-a.niza.• 
tione they ha.d, and of their ea.tiefa.ctory 
progress. · 

The Cba.irman followed with II short 
" gospel harvest" addre3e, after which 
Pastor W. Leggett, of Otley, in a. very 
able manner spoke from Ruth ii. 9, a.nd 
said how important it wa.e there should 
be the sowing time as well a.e the time 
of harvest, a.nd how neceesa.ry it wa.e 
tha.t we should all plough a. straight 
line. 

Pa.etor Ga.lley in his a.ddrees spoke on 
the importance and necessity of prayer, 
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and pointed out that no prayer meant 
all oare, but all prayer meant no 011,re, 
and that through pray.er 011,me peaoe, 
power and plenty, basing his remarks 
upon Phil. iv. 

Pastor H. T. Obilvers, in 11, few words, 
said how thankful he was to God for 
the past year's mercies, and for the 
spirit of prayer manifest among the 
people, and mentioned that all blessings 
of 11, spiritual oharaoter oame through 
the Lord Jesus Obrist. 

GEO. E. DALDY. 

WHITTON, IPSWICH (BETHESDA 
MISBION).-The annual harvest thanks
giving services were held in the 
Granary, Ohurch-lane, on Tuesday and 
Sunday, September 15th and 20th. The 
former meeting was addressed by 
Pastor H. Tydeman Obilver•. who spoke 
earnestly from Lev. xxiii.- 10, especially 
urging the people to bring of their 
very best, and offer it a.a 11, thank
offering to God for His wonderful 
mercy. The plaoe wa.e quite full on 
this ocoa.eion, every 11,ve,ilable seat being 
occupied. The Sunday service was also 
well attended, and was conducted by 
Mr. H. Oook, of Ipswich, who delivered 
11, most telling address. The Granary 
had been very tastefully deoorated for 
the ooce,sion by the village residents.
GEO. E. DALDY. 

TUNSTALL.-Harvest thanksgiving 
servioe was held on September 20th, 
when three sermons were preached by 
Mr. Denmee. In the morning the sub
ject we,& "God-given bread ; " in the 
afternoon, "The joy of he,rv.,st ; " and 
in the evening, ·• The Royal harvest· 
home." Many found it good to be 
present, .and it is hoped that tbe seed 
sown may bear fruit. At. the branch 
chapel at Hoytqn, on October 11th, in 
the afternoon, Mr. Denmee also preached 
harvest home sermon, the Aubjeot being 
" Wheat safely garnered ; " and at Eyke, 
in the evening of same day, he preached 
from Pd&. ciii, 2.-G. GARROD. 

BETHERSDEN, KENT. 
THANKS(,IVING servioes were held on 
Thursday, Ootober 8th, and truly it was 
11, time or thanksgiving, not only for 
the ingathering of the precious fruit~ 
of the earth, but to reoognise the good
ness of the Lord at the olose or the 
Pastor's first year of labour, and for the 
opening of tfle new sohoolroom, the gift 
of Mr. T. H. Pearson. 

The servioes oommenoed at 2 o'olook 
with united praise and prayer. After a 
word of welcome and rea,ding of the 
65th Psalm by the Pastor, prayer w'ith 
tha.nksgivin~ was offered, voiced by 
brethren H. J, Walter, D. CTatt, A. 
Pearson, and H. Andrews. Brother E. 
Mitchell then 11,soended the pulpit, and 
r.fter reading Pea. oxl vii. and fervently 

plea.ding for the blessing of the Lord on 
this little Oause, delivered a. precious 
disoourse on the relief. the satisfaction, 
and the triumph of our beloved Lord in 
those words, " It is finished I" 

Oh I how near the Master seemed as 
His beloved servant opened up the truth 
of His perfect humanity and divine 
essence. God to save, a.nd man to suffer 
and sympathise ; the brother born for 
adversity, and the God to deliver from 
it r.11. Blessed season I for the Lord 
Himself was there, 

At the close of the discourse the 
Pr.stor ea.lied upon Mr. Pearson to open 
the new schoolroom, who responded 
with 11, few well-chosen word•, telling 
the joy or his soul as he la.id this gift 
at the Master's feet for the benefit cif 
the rising generation. The Lord hear 
the fervent pleading for teachers and 
taught with which brother Mitchell 
closed these services. 

The well-spread tables in the school• 
room were speedily eurrounded, and an 
overflowing gathering in the chapel, 
into which the school opene, were soon 
supplied by willing helpers._ 

Tea over, at 6 o'clock the chapel was 
well filled as the chairman (Mr. H. J. 
Walter) took his place. After reading 
Pea. cxi., Mr. Baker, of Sturry, sought 
the blessing of the Lord on the meeting. 

Responding to the call of the Chair
man, Mr. Pearson then spoke of the 
plea.sure it gav~ him to see the desire of 
his heart accomplished-a desire stirred 
mr.ny years 'ago from the worde, " I 
have set before thee an open door,." &o., 
and at the close of his brief address 
presented to the chairman of the 
trustees (Mr. W. Jarvis) the Deed con• 
veying the property to the Church, so 
long and faithfully served by his 
beloved father in the years gone by. 

Mr. Jarvis suitably responded, r.nd, at 
his request, the congregation sang the 
Doxology. 

The meeting was then addressed by 
Pr.stor A. Andrews (Maidstone), Mr. D. 
Catt (who ~t the close of his address 
µresented Mr. G. Jarvi•_, the superinten• 
dent of the school, with a handsome 
Bible to commemorate the occasion), 
and Pastor E. Mitchell. 

The Pastor then r.nnounoed that the 
oollections for the day amounted to 
:£9 lls. 4d. The balanoe due to the 
Treasurer for the furnishing of the new 
sohoolroom, and heating both this r.nd 
the chapel, was already :£50, and 
" extras" were yet to be added. On 
asking the friends for promises toward 
this amount (to be met on or berore the 
CPntenary servioes to be held is June) 
:£28 183. was rer.dily promiserl by those 
present, including £IO promised by 
Mrs. Marsh from her work basket. The 
Pastor warmly thanked all his· fellow
helpars in this little Cause, and 
especially in connection with these 
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servioee, which had to be somewhat 
hurriedly closed by the Chairman 
owing to the distance from the train. 

Should any reader feel disposed to 
send a little help to this feeble Cause, 
who has so nobly responded to the oall 
in these services, it will be thankfully 
aoknowledired by Pastor E. Marsh, 
" Claremont," Bethereden, Kent. 

WANDSWORTH COMMON 
(CHATHAM ROAD). -The thirteenth 
anniversary of the Sunday-sohool was 
celebrated on Sunday and Wednesday, 
October llth and 14th, the services on 
each occasion being of an exceptionally 
bright and cheerful character. Mr. W. 
J. Styles was the preacher on the Sun
day and was listened to very attentively 
and enjoyably ae he extolled a precious 
Christ to a good gathering of bearers, 
morning and evening. In tbf! morning 
he based hie remarks upon Eccles. xi. 
6, •· In the morning eow thy seed, and 
in the evening withhold not thine 
hand," etc., which appealed very much 
to those of ue who are labourers in 
the Sunday-school. A similar text was 
chosen for the evening-" Behold a 
sower went forth to sow," and again 
very much encouragement was given 
to the teachers in their work among 
the children. In the afternoon Mr. 
Styles addressed a full schoolroom of 
scholars and friends npon "Thy word 
have I hid in my heart, that I might 
not sin against Thee," and, speaking of 
the inspiration of the Bible, referred to 
it as the "best Hook in the best place 
for the best purpose." Several aneo• 
dotes were mentioned, which enforced 
the teaching referred to. This meeting 
was thoronghly enjoyed, and it is sin
cerely hoped that the speaker experi
enced the same measure of spiritual 
enjoJment which he wae the means of 
imparting to othere. At the Wednesday 
meeting tbe same degree of spiritual 
enjoyment was experienced, all the 
speakers entering into the spirit of a 
Sunday-aohool anniversary and ad
dressing their remarks to that end. 
Mr. Perrott, who occupied the chair, 
evidently enjoyed the singing an<l 
gave many occasions on which the 
children (big and little) oould unite 
in hearty praise. The following breth
ren gave •nitable and instructive ad
dresses :-Mr. Abbott: Garden of Sin 
(Eden), Garden of Sorrow (Geth
semane), and Heaven (Paradise). Mr. 
A. Vine referred to the meeting aA 
being representative of the ·' Soutl- -
weetern Auxiliary of Strict Baptist 
Sunday-echoole," each speaker repre
senting one of the schools in the divi
sion, excepting Mr. Goodenough ; he 
also spoke very feelingly from the 
wordP, "They that seek Me early shall 
find Me."' Mr. Goodenough: "These 
are the servants of the Moat High God, 

which shew unto us the way of salva
tion" (Acts xvi. 17). Mr. Kevan: 
"Thou art weighed in the balance and 
found wanting," giving us an object
lesson with balance. Mr. Newman, 
who addressed the meeting last ano 
whose time was all too limited, spoke 
of the suooees of a children's prayer
meeting which is held a.t a Strict 
Baptist chapel. This brought an enjo;s
able evening to a close, and a meaHure 
of praise must be accorded our super
intendent, brother Baxter, for the 
singing of the children who were 
under hie leader•hip. 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

ON Thursday, October 8th, large gather
ing• convened in" Zion," New Oross, in 
connectiou with the departure of Mr. 
Walter Gray for India. . 

Pastor B. J. Northfield, of March, 
C .. mbs, preached an able sermon in the 
afternoon, his subject being the sending 
of Paul and Barnabas by the Holy 
Ghost-·• Go at the Spirit's bidding, 
and go with His blessing." There was 
freohness about the discourse and a 
heavenly fervour in his prayer for the 
missionary-elect. 

The Lord's Supper followed the ser
mon, which was conducted by the 
missionary's father, Pastor S. Grav. 
An address was delivered by Mr. W. G. 
Gray upon .. Abiding in Christ's love, in 
the pathway of obedience." Prayer• 
were off.ired by Paotors J. Bmh and S. 
Gray. 

Pastor J. Bush presided at the even
ing meeting, the assembly being an im
pressive one. We were led in prayer by 
.Pastor I:<'. Fells. A tew gracious words 
were spoken by the Chairman apprecia• 
tive of the afternoon's message and 
introductory to the supreme business of 
the evening. Tne Chairman asked the 
missionary-elect the usual questions
all at once. 

Mr. Walter 11. Gray then gave a good 
triple account of himself. Though not 
speaking with the voice of a plamible 
Pharisee, he could not profess to have 
bt:en a prodigal son in the far country , 
but there had been a very definite 
coming home to God. "There is no 
tiagecty lying behind in my life," said 
he. "From my earliest days I have 
been under tbe influence of Divine 
things. The prayers of my saintly 
mother have availed much. I have 
learned to love the Christ who is my 
father's boast and son!!, and am learn
ing to serve the same Master as he has 
served for so many years. No, there is 
no tragedy lying behind ; it is far too 
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bright for that. My home has been the 
sanctuary in which I have grown in 
grace, and am confident that He which 
has begun a good work in me will per
form it unto the day of Jesus Christ, 
There has been no romantic develop• 
ment in my Christian life. Mine haa 
been so gradual a conversion as hardly 
to be perceptible. The story of my con
version is just as mysterious as the 
blowing of the wind where it listeth, 
but just as natural. The sanctity of 
home influence, the fellow•hip of the 
people of God, the mioi~try of my own 
dear father, have ali comr,ined to bring 
about in me a change of heart. The 
burden of sin I felt, but the fact of the 
CroBB was not unknown. At an early 
age I was able to say with confidence, 
' My spirit beareth witneos with His 
Spirit, that I am born of God.' My 
confidence was justified by my joy in 
God and my desire to serve Him. ]for a 
long time my joy was kept a secret, but 
at last, knowing Christ's wish concern
ing me, I found the satisfaction of 
obedience, I spoke to dear father about 
baptism, only to find that my elder 
brother and one sister had already 
sought the same. One Lord's-day in 
July we were all three immersed, upon a 
profession of our faith in the Lord Jesus. 
It is true that nothing short of an in• 
tin ite power revealed in Christ can 
change the hearts of fallen men; but when 
I think under what ei1cumstances my 
life has been lived, and the holy in
fluences that have been brought to bear 
upon me, I do not wonder that I have 
been led to realise that 'none but Christ 
can satisfy,' and that my life would .in• 
deed be empty if ChriRt did not live in 
me, From the first I have felt that I 
am saved for something; not saved 
merely that I might not sllffer the just 
penalty for my •in, but saved to serve; 
not sand merely to enjoy the blessing 
tbat the Cross of Christ affords in my 
own heart, hut saved to be a herald of 
the Cross; not saved that I might. go to 
heaven alone, but that I might take 
others with me, RB a result of senice. 
From the time I first tasted the sweets 
of salvation I longed to be in the vine
yard. I found I could not be truly 
happy without I was serving the Master; 
the more I did, toe more I wanterl to do. 
Well do I remember giving my first ad
dress in the open 11ir; it was ju8t out
s.ide our own chapel at Brighton. My 
brother and I conducted the service 
between us. It was a memorable occa
sion. · Very timor.ously I commenced to 
speak. about 'sin' as my subject, and, iu 
spite of tremendous nervou1neBS, I de-

rived from that service sufficient impetu8 
to try .and try again. My first sermon 
was preached at my own church in 
Brighton, my text being, 'Truly the 
light is sweet.'. In all my successes and 
failures the service of God from the first 
has ever been the chief source of joy in 
mv life. Blessing has attended a:.y 
efforts. God has smiled-that is suffi
cient for me." Mr. Gray gave some 
intertsting cases of conversion. which 
were seals to his ministry. "My call 
to mis1ionary work," continued he, 
" goes back to the time when first I 
became a disciple of Christ. When peace 
and joy entereJ my heart, almost simul
taneously 1 had a longing to carry the 
message of the Cross to the heathen. 
India has always been upon my teart. 
I am convinced that, in answer to much 
preyer, Christ points me to India. All 
my thoughts seem to have a relation to 
tbat co,mtry. I would go, not feeling 
my own efficiency but Christ's sufficiency 
for any emergency. Wherever He leads 
me I hope to have grace to follow. In 
preparation for my work in India I have 
spent three happy years at Harley 
College, concluding with one year's 
m_edfoal training at Livingstone Col
lege.'' Proceeding to speak of bis doc
trinal position, Mr. Gray said: "I only 
know of one Gospel that is worth 
prtaclung. At Harley College, in the 
principal Lecture Hall, these words are 
to be seen in large golden letters : ' We 
preach Christ, and Him crucified.' This 
I intend to do in India. Man, as a par
taker in Adam's transgression, is a 
fallen sinner, He has. not only sinned 
against himself - for he has sinned 
against his. real r.ature, or. against his 
highest interest-but against God, who 
is pure and holy, anrl Who made him 
pure and holy too. Sin has alienated 
man from God. I do not believe that 
sin is only an aspect of good, as some 
say ; I cannot. believe that good wiil be 
the final goal of evil. Siu is sin, and 
can only be justlv dealt with as it 1s 

punished, and man's only hope to escape 
the punishment that his sin deserves is 
to be found in Obrist Jesu~, wbo suf
fered in the sinner's stead. l<'aith in 
Christ as the sinne~'s only Saviour is 
necessary, in orde1· that the joy of His 
salv .. tion may be realised. Tbat faith 
is a special gilt imparted by the Hol_v 
Spirit. We are saved by grace . . . 
'not of works, lest any man should 
boast.' I believe that God bas a chosen 
people in all parts of the world, and 
that Christ shall receive all that the 
Father hath given llim." 

Just here the assembly signified its 
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unanimous confidence in the speaker, 
m resI_>onse ~o tbe Chairman'& request, 
who 11nmed1ately extended the right 
h,md of fellow~11ip to the missfonary 
and affectionately uade bim God-speed, 
wishir:g him much of the Lord's pre
sence and abundant suacess in his 
la hours for the Lord in tbe vineyard of 
heathenism. 

Pastor W. H. R~se offered the Ordi
nation prayer-tender, full, adoring and 
earnest. 

Pastor Philip Reynolds then gave the 
"Charge," an:! a truly unique and up; 
lifting address 1t proved. The founda
tion words of the charge were : '' He 
that believeth on Me, the works that I 
do shall he do also ; and greater works 
than these shall be do, because I go to 
the Father." The glory of soul-conver
sion was shown to outshine the miracles 
wrought by Christ upon diseased bodies. 
This " greater " work is to last to the 
end of the age-the •· greater " works 
must be wrought without ostentation. 
" Those works are poi;sible through 
Christ, who call~ you to be a co
worker with HimsPlf. The new theo
logy has pl'Bttled about our becomina 
'little Ohr1sts.' but Jesus snd that Hi~ 
servant should do 'greater' works than 
He." Mr. Reynolds spoke many'kindly 
words, prompted by the cordial friend
ship existing between himself and the 
missionary's father and family, and he 
spoke many kindly words in a manner 
and style his very own. , Referrmg to 
the statement to which he had listened 
from his young brother, he said, with 
melting pathos, "Would that it were my 
boy!'' 

cerned that God's glory shouH be given 
to Htm ; ~ut. the miesionary impt•esses 
upon the idolater how mistnken he is to 
be giving the glory due to Jehovah to 
graven images;, he expostulate• with 
htm upon Ins folly and he cries hce to 
face with the culprit, 'Give ~nt, ,the 
Lord the glory due unto His name· 
bring an offering and come unto Hi~ 
courts. 0 worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness ; fea,r before Him all 
the earth.' Is there a vocation quite so 
enthusing as that of the missionary? 
Christ's oxpress promise to him is, • Lo I 
I am "."tth you all·the nays,' and be goes 
forth rn response to the· insistent, per
sistent 'Go ye' ef the, Lorl of all 
nations. How can I fail 10 feel like 
singing, seeing that this dignity, this 
Christ-likenesa, this ministry, this voca
tion, will be his whom I love , with 
fatherly pride ? '' 

Mr. Ernest S. Gray, who was doubly 
a brother to the centre of interest, then 
spoke some singularly appreciative 
words in a brotherly way, Hie cooldn't 
endure 10 be an absentee 011, such an 
important occasion, or robe quite silent. 
"In future days," said he, "my brother 
will be painting this evening's scene 
with the brush of memory, and I 
shouldn't like it; that, where I ought to 
be, there should be a blank space in the 
picture. Why, had it have been his 
wedding, I should have felt that my 
place was there, even though I spc,iled 
the group." He concluded by encourag
ing his beloved brother by tho10 wonder
ful words : , " My G.od shall supply all 
your need, acco1·ding to His riches in 
glory by Christ, Jesus-•· my," "His," 
•'•your.'' 

Mr. Northfield spoke:,a few chePry 
words, remarking that he had the.after
noon to himself. His preaence was very 
welcome from end to, end. 

The day yielded (in all) :£28, and was 
richly spiritual in every detail. The 
proceedings were entirely upon a lofty 
level. 

Before th~se line■ a.re seen, Mr, W. G. 
Gray will be on his way to India, as he 
sails by the SS. Buelow from, Southamp
ton on Tuesday, Oclober 28th (D.V.). ,The 
blessing of the Lord Iest upon bis head, 
and upon every true-hearted servant of 
Christ in heathendom. S. GBAY, 

Pastor :-;, Gray followed, He aaid: 
" l feel like sighmg all the time, yet I 
feel like singing all the time. How can 
I do oth6r ttian sigh, sedng I am about 
to part with a dear son, who has never 
been anything but a joy to me ? May 
the Great Father, who sent His own and 
only !Son into the world, help me to bear 
1t- and ruy dear wife. Hut I feel like 
singing, for mo son is devoting himself 
to the noblest of all se1vices. Is there a 
dignity so great as that of the mission
ary? The seventy were ambassadors of 
Cbrist, bot the twelve were something 
more. And the missionary is something 
more than the ordinary ambas,ador, aa 
among David's bra•,e captains 'tbe first 
three' stood alone by themselves. Is OLAPHAM JUNCTION (MEYBICK 
there a life so Christ-like as the B.oAD).-On Lord's-day, September 27, 
missionary's-so unselfish ? Is there a special harvest thanksgiving sermon• 
serv,ce quite so blessed as the miesion- were preached by Mr. H.J. Wileme:n, 
ary's? We all live to make known the The preacher based ·his morning dis
good new~, but he tells the newa to course on the conjoint prayer-·" Give 
thooe who never heard it. We are con- 1 U8 this day our daily bread, and forgive 
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ue our 1in s." In the evening be epoke 
on the ,feast of ingathering, and it 
was a pleasure to see Iii very g1od congre
gation present-. ~be thanksgiving meet-
1ngs were continued on ·T~ellday, Sep
tember 291 when Mr •. F. T. Newman 
occupied the chair, After Kr~ R. E. 
Muggeridge bad en2aged m prayer, the 
Chairman expre8Bed his good wishes for 
the Cause, and earnest addresses suit
able to the occasion were delivered by 
brethren A. B. Brown, J. P. Good
enough, T. Jones. and E. Rose. The 
choir rendered the following anthems
" Ye shall dwell in the land," "Praise 
the Lord, 0 Jerusalem," •• 0, Lord, bow 
manifold are Thy works t '' and also 
special harvest hymns were joined in 
by the congregation. A hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded to the Chairman. 
The Church was encouraged by the 
presence of visiting friends and liberal 
thank-offerings were given towards the 
support of the Cause.-F. W. KEVAN. 

ZION, NEW CROSS ROAD. 
THE 58th anniversary of the Sunday
school was celebrated on Oct. 18th, 
1908, when speciai' sermons were 
preached morning and evening by 
Pastor John Bush. In the afternoon 
Mr. W. Stanley Martin interested a 
]4rge g&tbering of ,scholars and friends 
with one of his characteristic addresses. 
On the 20th a goodly company of friends 
partook of tea in the upper schoolroom, 
and a public meeting followed in the 
chapel, which was well filled with 
friends from far and near. 

His Honour, Judge Willis, K.C., pre
sided, and after reading and prayer by 
Pastor J. Bush, the chairman expressed 
the delight be felt in being present ou 
such a delightful occasion. He had al ways 
been interested in the Church and tbe 
work carried on, which reminded him of 
the Churob at Ephesus. The Gospel 
of the graoe of God had always been 
proclaimed with no uncertain sound anu 
the Church was full of activities and life. 
The 'only way to enjoy life was to know 
&Ad love and serve the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will make every hour blessed and 
Uis promise was, ·' I will never leave 
thee, I will never forsake thee." The 
best work in the Christian Church was 
that of the Sunday-school. Never 
separate the work of the school from the 
work of the Church ; it was all one t 

believe a man is only half trained who is 
not inatrncted in the tbrngs of Christ. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury bad 
ae.id that " the education of the children 
waa a terribly solemn thing." It might 
be to have to teach a catechism and to 
tell the children they were regenerated 
by the sprii:kliilg of wat~r and tb" 
making the sign of the cross; bot we 
j'.aaght of joy and peace through believ
inl!' i'n the Lord J eens Christ. 

He wished tbe Church and tbe school 
much spiritu&l prosperity and regretted 
having to le&ve early in consequence of 
a prior engagement. Pastor J. Bush 
then took the chair and Mr. W. M. 
Boorne, hon. Becretary, presented the 
reoort for the p1111t yeat. There were 34 
officers and teachers and 436 scholars, 
showing an increase of 45. 

94 scholars were over 15, of whom 54 
were Church members, 16 having been 
baptized daring the year ; and 20 old 
scholars were engaged in the Mission at 
Baildon Street, where there were abmt 
150 scholars. 

The officers had aj!'ain been elected, 
viz., Pastor J. Bn9b (President). Meesrs. 
T. G. C. Armstrong and E. Swinyard 
(Superintendents), Mr. A. H. Riddle 
{Tre&.surer), Mr. W. M. Boorne (Secre
tary), Mr. T. 0. King (Librarian). Miss 
C. Crush (I.B.R . .A. Secretary), and Mr. 
A. Green (Mission Secretary). 

A Special Mission to Young People 
had beet?- condncted by Pastor H. J. 
Galley with mach spiritual result. It 
had been preceded by a week of special 
prayer, a baud of 80 workers had can
vassed 125 streets and 6,081 homes had 
been visited, and 10,000 invitations 
given. 

Sume of the fruit was at-eadv- mani
fested, bat "still there'• more to· follow." 
The· I.B. R.A. bad 360 member:,, 98 
names had been registered on the Cradle 
Roll, and the Band of Hope numbered 
92. 

Rewards to the value of £5 5s. had 
been distributtd bv the Pastor. the 
parents had been entertained to supper. 
and winter treats given to the senior a.nd 
junior scholars. The school had suffered 
the loss of its treasurer, Mr. James 
Orush (r.:?movect to Gla~gow), and also 
his daughter, lilies G. Crush, who had 
been sobolar and teacher for many 
years. 

The work of the teacher was to iutro
duce the children to the Lord Jesus, but 
in order to do that be must know the 
Saviour too t One thing we 111 Baptists 
should be determined on, and that ia the , 
religions education of .our•children. We 

During the year £31 16s. 7½d, had 
been colle~ted for' the Soatn Indian 
Striot Baptist Missionuy Society; 
£1 14s. 6d. for the British and Foreign 
Bible Society ; £1 10s. for the Indian 
Sunday School Mission ; £4 19s. ld. for 
the Children's Country Homes; and £3 
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for the " Robin" Society (of which the 
Senior Snperintendent wa.s the Cha.ir
ma.n), making a total of £4-3 Os. 2½d. 

Mr. A. H. Riddle presented the balance 
sheet, showing an expenditure of 
£39 6s. 9½d,, with a deficit of 
£10 6s. lld., owing principally to loss 
on Sunday School excursion to Ching
ford. 

Suitable and seasonable addresses 
were given by Pastors A. E. Brown and 
H. J. Galley. 

Mr. J. B. Martin (China Inland 
Mission) gave a brief but interesting 
account of the work carried on there. 

A plea,ing feature of the evening was 
ihe presentation of a purse of gold by 
the Chairman to Miss A. E. Godfrey, 
who bas been connected with the school 
from early childhood, and for tb.e last 22 
years an efficient and successful teacher, 
many of her class of young women hav
ing been led through her labours to con
fess the Lord Jesus and to engage in His 
service. 

Having been led to take up Mission 
work in the East End her resignation 
had been accepted with much regret, 
and as a token of love and esteem she 
wa.s asked to accept the gift. 

The Pastor spoke in very sympathetic 
terms and trusted the time might come 
when the Church would be in a position 
to offer her the post of Bible-woman in 
connection with it. 

Spceial tymns were sung at all the 
services by the school choir, under the 
direction of Mr. W. J • .Nash., who had 
been connected with the school from its 
commencement. The collections realized 
£23 ls. 6d. 

SOMER:SHAM. - Harvest thanks
giving services were held on Sept. 17th, 
when a sermon was pre!,Ched in the after
noon by Pastor H. T. Chilvers, which was 
much enjoyed. A public tea followed and 
a service in the evening, Mr. J. Death, 
of Bilderstone, presiding. The Chairman 
made some remarks on the joys of har
v.,st and salvation; after which he said 
it gave him great pleasure to present to 
Mr. Ranson (the Pa1tor), in the name of 
the Ohurch and friends, a handsome 
marble clock in recognition of his 
twenty years' services as Pastor of the 
Church at Somersham. Mr. Ranso11, in 
accepting the present, said he was so 
full that be could not give expresaion to 
his feelings. He tha_nked the friends 
who had subscribed to the present, and 
said he received it as a love-token. He 
hoped that his ministry in the future 
would be much more froitful than it had 
been in the past. Mr. W. H. Berry aml 

Pastor Ob.ilvers gave good addresses, 
each expressing their pleasure to be 
present on such an occasion, The 
singing w:as hearty. The choir gave 
an anthem-" Great i1 tb.e Lord and 
marvellous.'' Miss Fryett presided at 
the organ. 

SURREY TABERNAOLE. 
SERVICES in conneotion with the 78th 
anniversary of the formation of the 
Ohuroh were held in the Taberna.ole on 
Wednesday, Ootober 15th. . . . 

Looking baok over the past seventy
eight years the retrospeot is luminQns 
with manifestations of Di.vine merQy. 
Whether viewed in the call of Ja.Dies 
Wells by sovereign grace, or in the 
remarkable suocess that attended his 
ministry; whether in the blessing that 
we.a experienced during tbe long day of 
the Church's widowhood, or in the 
manifest help that has been given 
during the twenty-two years' ministry 
of .Mr. Dolbey, each phase of the experi
ence plainly indicates that she has been 
kept by the migbty power of God. The 
"New Covenant" truths that were the 
glory of James Wells' ministry are dear 
to the people still, arid though changes 
-many of them painfol-have passed 
over the Churoh, the banner of "Truth" 
has been borne aloft by her leaders as 
slle has marched forward, a part of 
that stately, all-conquering host-" the 
Church of Christ"-agaiilst which. th1;1 
"gates ot hell" s_hall never prevaiL 

Mr.John Booth, of Bradford, preached 
in the afternoon toa large congregation, 
which included many friends from 
sister Churches. The preacher had 
selected for his text Luke xix, 40. 
Bringing these words to bear upon the 
Christian's experience of the many 
mercies received from the Lord, by the 
gracious help of the Holy Spirit he was 
enabled to set forth many comforting 
truths that found a glad response in 
the hearts of those who heard him. 

The evening- meeting was also well 
attended. Mr. Dolbey presided, and 
was •upported on the platform by 
Messrs. B()otb, E. W. Flegg, John 
Hazelton, Jarvie, Sapey, Thoe. Carr, and 
the deacons. A hym11 having been 
sung, the Oh.airman read a Psalm of 
praise (oxlviil.) and prayed for a divine 
blessing. Raving addressed words of 
welcome to the ministers and friends, 
he said they were met to commemorate 
the seventy-eigb~h anniversary of the 
formation of the Churoh, also the forty
third anniversary of the opening of _the 
present Tabernacle, An interesting 
extra.at from a sermon preached by Mr. 
Wells on the fortieth anniversary was 
then read by the 0hairman1 tracing the 
history of the Ohutoh from its inranoy 
up to what wae at that time the -zenith 
of he.r prosperity. 
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There were two matters he desired to 
call attention to:-

let. Our Orown. The Church at the 
Tabernacle has a crown, which conaiata 
in the strenuous advocacy of the 
doctrines of grace, and her ateadfaatneaa 
in abiding by the Scriptural order of 
New Testament ordinances. 

2nd. The forty-third anniversary of 
the opening of the noble aa.nctnary
the present Tabernacle-as a place of 
worship. There were some present 
who mingled their praises and thanks
giving with those who took part in the 
opening services. The expenses attend
ing the upkeep of the building were 
great, but through the kindness of the 
Lord they had been helped thus far, for 
which they desired to exalt the Lord 
their God.. . 

Addressee then followed f:r:cim the 
vv.rions ministers wlio had been invited 
to take part in the services, and so 
blessed were they by the Holy Spirit, 
and with such power and aweetneaa 
they .vitneaaed for God and "Truth," 
that their testimony was gla.dly heard 
and received, and of them it might 
with truth be said, "Great grace was 
upon them all" (Acts iv. 33). 

Mr. Flegg spoke from the word•, 
"The Lord doth build up Jerusalem" 
(Paa, oxlvii. 2)-worda of cheer sent to 
the Lord's ancient people in their 
Babyloniah captivity. It was the 
Lord's work, and also His purpose, to 
bring them back, and build up tneir 
beloved city. 

Rising from the temporal to the 
spiritual, it is the Lord who builds up 
Zion. He was the Architect-the plan 
was before Him before the foundations 
of the earth were laid, By His own 
power He brings the stones together. 
The oity is built on Christ-the great 
foundP.tion stone. 

Mr. Sapey turned the thoughts of his 
audience to the words ·of the Lord to 
Ezekiel (x:liv. 5) : "Son of man, mark 
well the entering in of the · honse." 
From these words of exhortation, and 
adapting them to spiritual things, he 
urged the importance of a riitht enter
ing into the visible Church-" Except a 
man be born of water, and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God." 

Mr. Jarvie had been meditating on 
the words of Paul (Col. ·iii. 11) : "Christ 
is all and in all." Hie points were:

Chriat is all-efficiently. He ia the 
Head - the Fountain whence all 
spiritual blessings flow. 

Chriat is all-comprehensively. In 
Him a.ll fulneaa dwells. 

Chriat is in all-communicatively. 
From Hie fulnesa the believer receives 
all his spiritual gifts-Christ is in all. 

Mr. Hazelton referred to the great 
need of clearness in the utterances of 
gospel ministers and.faithful testimony 
from them with regard to the weighty 
matters of divine revelation and eternal 

truth. It was especially needed at the 
present time, when restlessness seemed 
to characterise the professing Church. 
He then spoke weighty and solemn 
words from the grand declaration of 
Christ : " On this rock will I build My 
Church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it" (Matt. xvi. 18). 

Mr. Booth addressed the meeting, 
taking for hie text Paa. cxix. 54: '' Thy 
statutes have been my song in the 
house of my pilgrimage." A pilgrim, 
said the speaker, is one who has a fixed 
goal. All true believers are pilgrims. 
There are many religious strollers, 
seeking new men, new departures, but 
the true pilgrim baa the eye of raitb 
fixed on the "city that bath founda
tions, whose builder and -maker ia God." 
With the pilgrim ia often associated 
sighs and tears and groans, but the 
Psalmist speaks of aonga in the house 
of hie pilgrimage. Asaph said, "I call 
to remembrance my song in the night." 
It is the work of God to give apiritnal 
aonga in the night. 

Mr. Dolbey then gave expression to 
the feelings of gratitude which he felt 
in himself, and on behalf of the deacons, 
members of the Church and congrega
tion, for all the good they had that day 
hea.rd and seen. A hymn was ann1r, the 
Benediction pr.-inonnced, and so ended a. 
day memorable in the annals of the 
Church. JOHN GREEN. 

BIERTON, BUCKS. 
HARVEST thankaiving services were 
held on Thursday, Oct let. Friends from 
Aylesbury, A.ston Clinton, Linalade, Lee 
Common, Prestwood, and other places, 
cheered ua with theu:- presence, and a 
full house listened attentively to Pastor 
Thoe. Jones, who was evidently so 
favoured with great liberty and sweet 
enjoyment to enlarge upon tho3e grand 
old doctrines of saving grace ao dear to 
every q uiokened aonl and glorifying to 
our Divine Lord that many fonnd it 
good to be there. 

Through mercy this little Canae still 
maintains its character aa a green spot 
in the vineyard of onr Lord. The ser
vices are well attended, the Gospel of 
free grace faithfully preached, the 
aa.int comforted, and the sinner warned. 
Nor are there lacking signs of a real 
spiritual work going on, especially 
amongst our young people, and we are 
daily waiting to hear the cry, "Suffer it 
to be eo now, for thus would we fulfil 
all righteonsneaa." 

But, a.a with all thing• here below, 
sorrows mingle with our joys. In the 
early part of the present vear we lost 
by death an aged brother, Ja.mes Monk, 
a godly man, who, for fifty-six years as 
a deacon and tor an even longer period 
as a prominent pillar of theChnrch, was 
a true father in Iara.el, dearly beloved, 
a friend to all, a foe to none-a Ii ving 
testimony of grace adnrning the doe-
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t!ines of God his Saviour in all thinl{B, 
I et we bless His holy name He is still 
fa.ith[ul, and Elishas still are found. 
"Oh mB.y our prayers and prB.ise abound 

As we the throne or grace surround 
To plead the word by which He's bound. 
That gr&ee with glory shall be crowned," 

S1:, NEOTS.-A harvest thanksgiving 
service was held on Tuesday evening 
when Pastor B. J. Northfield or Ma.rob' 
prea.ched a very appropriate 'sermon t~ 
a large congregation. The collection 
in aid of the Church fll.nds was excep
tionally good, 

WANDSWORTH (WEST HILL).
Harvest tha.nksgiving services were 
held on Lord's-day, October 4th wheu 
two sermons were delivered by the 
Pa.etor to large congregations. These 
services were continued on the follow
ing Thursda.y, when a goodly company 
&BBembled to a well-provided tea.. A 
public meeting commenced at half
past six, presided over by Mr. A. 
Boulden, and addresses were given by 
brethren Sapey, Goodenough (brother 
Tooke unable oo visit us tl;irough in
disposition) a.nd the Pastor. It was a 
good spiritual repast : the addresses 
were brief, bright and orotherly. 

RISHANGLES. - Ha.rvest thanks
giving services were held on Sunday 
October 4th, when Q good number met 
together to thank God for Ris tem
poral as well as spiritual gifts. 
Brother W. E. Cooper, of Parham, 
prea.ched from Ruth ii. 17', "So she 
glea.ne.i in the field until the even, a.nd 
beat out that •he had gleaned," and in 
the afternoon from Gal. vi. 7, " Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap." The choir rendered the 
a.nthem, •· Sing a song of praise," oon
ducted by brother Lock. The services 
throughout the day were earnest and 
fervent and, we believe, muoh enjoyed 
by all present. Brother Cooper has 
accepted a call from this Church to 
preach for six m.onthe, to commence 
on the first Sunday in December. We 
have several who, we believe, are only 
waiting for the tro11bling of toe waters, 
whose desire is to follow the Master in 
His own way. May this desire be 
strengthened, that this little hill of 
Zion, so dear to many of us, may yet 
again enjoy the prosperity that God 
alone can give. This is the prayer of 
us all, and especially of-ONE WHO 
WAS PRESENT, ' 

PRIITLEWELL.-On October 13th 
harvest thanksgiving services were held, 
when Pastor James E. Flegg, who was 
mu.eh at liberty, preached to the profit 
of the friends assembled on the Priest
hood of Christ. A good company 

gathered at the tea-tables. The evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr, 
Knight. After the readin!! of the Scrip
tures and prayer by Mr. Scott, of 
GraYeeend, the Chairman made some 
p~rtinent remarks. Mr. Flegg followed 
w1 th observations on Divine Providence· 
Mr. Smith, of Grays, on Pea, i. 3, which 
he opened up in a very instruotive 
way ; and the Pastor, Mr. ,T. Chandler 
after referring to the past year'• work' 
c01_1cluded with a brief spiritual address'. 
Fnends were present from neighbouring 
Churches, and the collections, which 
were for the Dorcas Society, amounted 
to £5 10~. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
ON Friday, November 6th, the autumn 
sir.le of work, followed by a tea and 
evening service, will be held in the 
Hall or the Hornsey Rise Home. The 
sale will be opened at 3 o'clock. Tea at 
5 o'ulook (tickets, 6d. ea.oh), and sermon 
in the Chapel at 6.30 o'olook. by Mr. 
J. H. Snow, of Blackburn. ·Proceeds 
for Benevolent and S11stentation Funds. 
The attendance of all friends of the 
Lord's aged poor is heartily invited. 
The grounds are now in their autumn 
beauty. 

•• 
The meeting in aid of the Sooiety at 

the Clifton Conference, Bristol, on 
October 7th, was very useful. Several 
new snbscriptions were taken, and 
muoh interest was manifested in work 
for the Lord's aged poor. ' 

•• 
Meetings in aid ol the Institution will 

be held at Wood Street Hall, Guildford, 
at 11.30 a.m., on Tuesday, November 
3rd, and at the Albany Hotel, Hastinge, 
on Wednesday, Novem'ber 4th, at 3.30. 
A. warm weloome wiU be giv"n to all 
fr1end·P. · 

* * * 1,675 pensiooerP, in all parts of the 
oountry, are upon the books. £12,000 
per ann11m are expended in pensions ; 
the Morton Gift amounts to £2,660 for 
the past year ; arid the various Homes, 
a.nd the F11nds connected with them, 
require nearly -£2,000 yearly for their 
maintenance. 

* • 
* New annual subscriptions, espeoially 

of 7a., and donations will be thankfully 
received; the subscription list it is oi 
much importance to strengthen, and a 
special effort is being made in this 
direction. 

[Owing to pressure on our space, we 
are compelled to hold over all " Gone 
Home" matter, which wlll, we hope, 
appear in our next issue,] 



J i.ctures of tl,~ jast ; 
OR, THE BICENTENARY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, 

COLNBROOK, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE (Continuea'). 
"Let all things be done decently and in order."-1 Cor. xiv. 40. 

IN 1750 there was a Baptist Church at Downham, in Norfolk, which 
appears to have been subsequently disbanded.''' One of its mem
bers, Thomas Chesterton, was led in Providence at about this time 
to remove his residence to Colnbrook and to connect himself with 
the congregation at that place. It has been said that he once 
practised as a physician, but this cannot be substantiated. He was, 
however, a cultured man of great moral weight, who proved a 
valuable addition to his new associates. 

Competency al ways makes itself felt. He could preach, and his 
testimony was well received. He was a man of business and his 
influence carried its due weight. 

ERECTION OF THE FIRST MEETING-HOUSE. 

In 1754 Thomas Rayner, one of the members, offered the 
Church a copyhold site for a permanent place of worship, which 
was urgently needed. This could only be "surrendered '' with 
the consent of the lord of the manor, which was obtained in a 
complicated and costly way, which need not be described. It was, 
however, duly made over to Thomas Rayner, Michael Fowler, 
Samuel Major, Richard and Thomas Weekly, \-Y. Haines, James 
Wild, Thomas Chesterton, and four others, as trustees, on .August 
14th, 1754, the last-named recording the transaction in a lucid 
manner and in firm and clear writing. 

Money for the erection of a meeting-house had now to be 
obtained, and £90 was quickly contributed by members of the 
Church and congregation. 

In those days, Unions and Associations were unknown, and all 
denominational authority was delegated to the Baptist Board of 
London, then an august and influential body. Its sanction was 
essential before a Church could appeal for help for its "case" from 
the public, and great was the deference with which it had to be 
approached. Witness the letter in which this Church made its 
circumstances known :-

" To the Board of Ministers of London of the Denomination of 
Particular Baptists, meeting at the Jamaica Coffee House.
Reverend and honoured Sirs,-\-Ve, your Brethren in the Lord 
Jesus at Colnbrook, being a Church of the Living God, planted 
here these several years, and not having a place of our own for 

* It certainly was not identical with that of which our friend Sarncrel 
Howard is the esteemed Pastor, 01• of that which was gathered by our 
beloved brother Wilson. 

VOL. LXIV. DE0EMBBR, 1908. z 
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worship, bnt one which we rent of another who does not wor
ship with ns and of which we are liable to be deprived at anv 
t.ime, should anything disoblige (him)-for these considerat.i01{s 
toge_tlwr with our bei1;g desirous by all po~sible means of pro
motmg_ the glory of c:.-od and y 0 good of Hu, cause here, and of 
possessmg a placB of worship of our own that we may fit up as we 
please, and which we and our Posterity after us may enjoy; have 
jointly and loringly agreed among ourselves to build a meeting 
House of the dimensions of 24 feet by 40. 

"And as a first step a piece of ground has been given us by 
Thos. Rayner to build on, and a piece of ground adjoining for 
a burial place which "·e have much wanted, and which we have 
taken up by Trustees l!,pg_ointed, at a court holden for the Manor 
of Langley. ~Ml O O i: t: S £-y;_ 

" We have likewise entered into a subscription among our
selves for carrying on the building. And thE) Lord has enabled 
us to contribute largely to it, considering the fewness of us, and 
that many are not capable of doing any thing. We have sub
scribed ye sum of £90. But we find that this will come much 
short of discharging the expences, which we think will amount to 
near £200. 

" We therefore desire the Friendship and Help of your 
Honourable and Reverend Board, that you would be pleased to 
accept our case, and recommend it to all that love our Lord 
Jesus, that according to the usual custom (when it shall come to 
our turn) we may collect the benevolence of our friends in London, 
under your respective care. 

" :\fay the Lord bless all your labours in the work of the 
ministry and all ye undertakings to His honour and glory in the 
world, and at last crown you with honour and immortality 
through Jesus. This is the desire and prayer of your affectionate 
brethren in Christ, (signed) Thos. Chesterton, Minister, Richard 
·weekley, Wm. Philip, and Jos. Elly, Deacons, and John Major, 
John White, Matt. Pratt, Christ. Blunt, Wm. Haines and James 
,\-ild. Signed at our Church Meeting this 23rd of August, 
1754.'' 

"This," a Minute informs us, "was accepted by the Board; 
and we are to take our turn in collecting in London." 

This was copied into the Church-book by Thomas Chesterton, 
who, it will be noted, describes himself as " Minister" and not 
"the Pastor." It doutbless also was drafted by him. 

In due course, therefore, representives of the Cause waited 
on their friends in the Metropolis. Success attended their appeals 
and the enterprise proceeded. . 

Did space permit, attention might be drawn to the admirable 
way in which this business was conducted. The sanction of the 
Baptist Board, to which these brethren deferred, effectual_ly 
secured the introduction of none but worth/ cases to the Chris
tian public. Their keeping each case in abeyance "till it should 
corne to thefr turn" (according to the usual custom) prevented 
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the unwisdom of similar efforts being made at the same time
which often proves a fruitful cause of embarassment and even 
jealous feeling at the present day-besides securing for each case 
gracious and influential friends and substantial help. 

It would be interesting if we could describe the dignified 
assembly to which the above letter was addressed. Dr. Gill very 
possibly presided, and Dr. S. Stennett (of Little Wild 8treet), 
Dr. Gifford, John Brine, Edward Wallen (of Maze Pond Chapel, 
the father and predecessor of Benj'.lmin Wallen, the hymn-writer), 
and Wm. Anderson (of Grafton S~reet) were also probably present. 
They met in the afternoon, and the m:1jority smoked during their 
deliberations. It indeed seems to have been their understanding 
with Mr. Deering, the proprietor of the , offee-house, that tobacco 
should be provided for their use, and it is curiously recorded in 
one of their early Minute-books that the rent of the room in 
which they met was one year raised sixteen shillings, because of 
the increased price of " the fragrant weed.'' 

This ancient fraternity still exists, but it is now little else 
than a fraternal assembly of ministers who meet for the pleasure 
of conference and for worship and the discussion of topics of 
interest. It has ceased to exercise legislative power, its mission 
has passed from it into the hands of other bodies, and its former 
glories are forgotten. Thus 

"'l'he old order changeth, giving place to new, 
And God fulfils Himself in many ways." 

OLD AGE PENSIONS AND CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE. 

A CHRISTMAS PLEA FOR THE LoRo's PooR FUND. 

" 'l'he poor shall never cease out of the land : therefore I command 
thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy 
poor and to thy needy in thy land."-Deuteronomy xv. 11. 

OLD age pensions are the talk of the day. That the idea is com
mendable few deny. It is right that the State should help those 
who have maintained themselves till their strength failed, and God 
is to be thanked that a sense of their responsibility to the aged poor 
is increasingly felt by those in authority. 

One fact which has been questioned needs enforcement-old 
age pensions will not render Christian benevolence needless. 
w· ant and sorrow are not confined to persons of advanced years. 
Heredity, physical infirmity and "the sundrr and manifold'' 
troubles of life, render existence cruelly hard to some who are com
paratively young, and the cry of distress is still raised by many to 
whom the provisions of the Act do not apply. 

For this we are prepared in God's Book. We, like the Jews of 
old are assured that "the poor shall never cease out of our land ; '' 
antl hence the appeal to all who have the means to "open their 
hands wide." . 

This is especially true of God's children, to whom poverty 1s so 



860 THE EAR'l'HEN VESSEL 

often a part of their daily cross. "The poor ye have always with 
you," were the Master's words. Ounsideration for them bears its 
ow~ benediction (Psa. xii. 1). The "opened hand" of Christian 
plulanthropy is one evidence of interest in the Divine hand which 
is opened so freely.to dispense the gifts of God's sovereign favour 
(Psa. cxh-. 16). When the Lord returns, kindness to His people 
will-He assures us-~in no case be forgotten: "Inasmuch as ye 
haYe done it unto one of the least of these My brethren ye have 
done it unto Me." Thus no philanthropic enactments, wl1ile time 
lasts, will supersede the necessity for gracious generosity. 

. This is endorsed by our brother, J. E. Hazelton, one of the 
~1ghest authorities on the subject. The new arrangement, he 
1~deed admits, may ultimately necessitate some financial altera
~10ns in the work of "The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society," to the 
mterests of which his life has been so strenuously devoted ; but, he 
states, " it will not unfavourably affect its operations. This ministry 
by the family of faith to the poorer members of the same family will 
still be needed.'' 

Similarly we are sure that applications to "The Ministers' Re
lief Society," which our brother J. T. Doggett conducts so admir
ably, will not be fewer than heretofore, and henee this also still 
claims a large share of our generous support. 

The readers of · our magazine must, however, regard "The 
Lord's Poor Fund " with paramount interest. With what assiduit· 
impartiality and Christlike kindness it is managed by our brothe 
Ed ward Mitchell, need not be repeated. Suffice it to say that 
whateyer moneys are entrusted to him are judiciously and promptly 
disbursed to the Lord's people when in peculiar distress. All for
mality is avoided. No expense save for the necessary correspon
dence is incurred, and good is effected on lines that no other 
Society attempts. Its beneficiaries are not limited to one section of the 
Church; it therefore beautifully exemplifies the Lord's loving com
mand: '' Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy 
poor and to thy needy in thy land." 

How such gracious ministry is viewed by the Lord Himself is 
enforced in the following 

APPEAL BY EDWARD MITCHELL, 

which he bases on Isaiah's inspired words," Is it not to deal thy bread 
to the hungry?" (!viii. 7). "The prophet,'' he reminds us, "here 
reproves the folly of his countrymen in supposing that mere cere
·monial observances find acceptance with Jehovah, and instructs 
them as to that with which He is really pleased. Such faats as they 
kept are offensive to Him, while deeds of unselfish kindness He 
regards with favour. 'To deal our bread to the hungry,' to 
'bring the poor that are cast out to our houses,' to 'cover' ~he 
unclad, and 'not to hide ourselves from our own flesh '-on fastmg 
of this kind His approving eye rests. 

"These words have therefore occurred to my mind in connection 
with the appeal which, by the Editor's request, I annually make on 
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behalf of the modest little Institution which I am still spared to 
conduct. 

"Not a few among the Lord's people are likely to suffer hunger 
this coming winter, and to supply their need is our aim. In the 
past, we have brought cheer and comfort into many sorrowful 
hearts. 

"I, therefore, again plead with our friends on behalf of those who 
cannot plead for themselves, that this year's contributions may not 
fall short of those in past days. Never was the need greater than 
now. 

"How pleasant is the' fast,' to spare from our own abundance 
in aid -0f our poorer brethren and sisters ! This is the fast that 
God has chosen, and of which He approves. Shall we not all prac
tise this kind of fasting, which does not make us sorrowful, but 
makes sorrowful hearts glad ? 

"As before, contributions to 'The Lord's Poor Fund' will be 
affectionately welcomed and promptly acknowledged by 

" EDWARD MITCHELL, 
"25, Calabria Road, High bury, Loudon, N ." 

THE LITTLE FLOOK ENCOURAGED. 

BY ROBERT THOMSON. 
Author of a Poem on the" Song of Solomon," etc. 

"Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom."-Luke xii. 32. 

THESE gracious words were addressed by the Great Master exclusively 
to His disciples. These were then in a world which hated them, and 
were exposed to much hostility. They were sent forth as sheep 
among wolves. Hence the need of the consolation here administered 
to them. 

I. 
Notice this "little flock'' and enquire into the propriety of the 

appellation. 
It expresses endem·ment. "Little'' is one of love's choice 

phrases. To the mother her child is "her little one." How s1veet 
the thought that the people of the Lord are the objects of His date
less and unalterable affection. "He has loved them with an ever
lasting love, and therefore has drawn them with lovingkindness." 

It implies that Christ's people are few and far between. They 
were so in His own day ; they are so still. A glance at the recorded 
population of the globe emphasises this solemn thought. His ser
vants are numerically in the minority, yet they are rich in their 
privileges and prospects. Hence we sing-

" Poor and alllicted, Lord, are thine, 
Amid the 6 reat unlit to shine; 
Yet, though the world esteem it strange, 
They would not with the world exchange." 
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It further suggests that as slwep follow their shepherd, the 
Lord's 1wople f ollmr t.hl'ir 1'1l<'r 1ci.~<' and watchful Leader. This 
the Lord tells us is essentially characteristic of tliose to whom He is 
dear. " 1ly sheep hear My mice ; and I know them and they follow 
Me.'' They have been endowed with spiritual discrimination. 
Another may adopt a garb like His and speak in somewhat similar 
tones. But they are not deceived. '' A stranger will they not 
follow but will flee from him ; for they know not the voice of 
strangers ; " while to H ini they cry-

" Jesus, still lead on, till OUl' rest be won: 
And although the way be cheerless, we will follow, calm and feal'less · 
Guide us by Thy hand to OUl' Fathel'lancl." . ' 

II. 
The loving counsel here given next claims our consideration

" Fear not." 
It forbids undue solicitnde as to the necessaries of life. To this 

the ~Jaster adverts twice in this chapter. "Take no (anxious) 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat;. neither for the body, what 
ye shall put on ; '' but seek God's kingdom first, "and all these 
things shall be added to you.'' " Give us this day our daily 
bread,'' He tells us should be our prayer to our Father, and He is 
pledged to withhold from us "no good thing." 

It warns us not to be intimidated by o·ur fellow-creatu1·es, how
erer potent or influential. " The fear of man bririgeth a snare." 
Moral and spiritual independence are regarded by many as luxuries 
too costly to be indulged in. Be it ours, howeYer, to "buy the truth 
and sell it not," and to say to those who are incensed at our faith
fulness and boldness-" Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye!'' 

It cautions u.s against mistrust of our heavenly Shepherd Him
self. Earthly friends may abandon us; He is the embodiment of 
constant and unwearied love. "I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee'' is His reiterated assurance. Let, then, fearful hearts suppress 
their cares and hush their fears. His loving voice still addresses 
His people-" Fear not, little flock.'' Thus we should often sing-

" His love in times past fol'bids me to think 
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink. 
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review 
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through." 

III. 
We have the Master's as;;umnce that a high inheritance awaits 

God's true people. An instructive contrast between the present 
and the future of God's people is here presented. Now, they are 
weak and defenceless as a flock of timid sheep. Hereafte1·, dignity, 
authority and power are to be theirs. 

We are thus assured that a glorious future is in store for the 
little flock of the Lord Jesus. Royal honours are to be theirs i!1 
the time to come. "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me on l\fy throne, even as I also overcame and am set down 
with ~1y Father in His throne." 
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Again, note that our future felicity will he the result of God'.~ 
liberality. The Lord will give glory hereafter, as well as bestow all 
needed grace now. 

" Not for our duties or deserts, but of His own abounding grace, 
He works salvation in our hearts and forms a people for His praise.'' 

Ours is a bright prospect though our surroundings to-day may 
be dark. "We are travelling home to God," and it is our Father's 
fixed purpose to enrich us with the kingdom. 

This is of the Father's good pleasure. His generosity is spon
taneous and munificent. He delights to give ; and as He " takes 
pleasure in them that fear Him," so it will be His "good pleasure" 
to invest them with joy and honour hereafter. 

Some talk and even pray as if God were a niggardly Giver, 
reluctant to bestow salvation, and grudgingly opening His royal 
hand to bestow blessings. 8uch a God, however, is a stranger to 
us. We know Him not. The God we delight to serve is the God 
who delights to save. "He rejoices over His people with singing," 
and Jesus will welcome them home at last with exceeding joy. 

IV. 
Lastly, we are taught that the fears of the "little flock'' should 

be banished by the hope of the kingdom which our Father will give 
us. Let us, then, 

"Anticipate heaven ; 'twill sweeten those hours 
When sorrows all round us appear ; 

Will strew all the road to Mount Zion with flowers, 
And smooth the rough pathway of care." 

BRIGHT THOUGHTS CONCERNING OUR LOVED A~D 
LOST ONES. 

BY HENRY BALDWIN, Zo.rn CHAPEL, lPsw1cH. 

THE year which ere long will be numbered with those that are 
past, will leave many with sad hearts. The "darked-robed 
Angel '' has called away many that were near and dear, and ~ ature 
will exclaim-

" 0 for tlie touch of a vanished hand and the sound of a voice that is 
still ! " · 

It is, however, far better to think of these, not as "absent from 
the body,'' but as "present" or at home "with the Lord." 

Let us, then, in the light of inspired truth, contemplate our 
loved and lost ones, as, at this ve1·y moment, in yon land of light 
and joy ; and, even as if they could hear our words, express our 
thoughts about the felicity in which they participate. 

Thou, dear saint, we would say, art not lost, but, for a short 
timl gone before ! 

Thou hast dropped the sword of conflict and grasped the palm 
of victory. Thou hast left the wilderness behind and gained 
the promised land. Thou hast ceased to pray and art now engaged 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

in lasting praise. Thou hast left a prison and entered the palace 
of the Great King. Thine eyes have shut to all below, and thou 
behold.est the face of thy God in righteousness. 

Thine ear is closed to the sounds of earth. 'l'hou hearest only 
thr chorus of heawn's singers an<l the triumphant shout of the 
host nf God's elrct. 

The winter of thy sorrow is passed, and the birds of Paradise 
sing, where "everlasting spring abides." No longer dost thou 
drink of the streams of the promises, but thy weary soul bathes in 
seas of heaYenly rest. No more dost thou pine for a ray from the 
~n11 of Righteousness, for thou dwellest in everlasting d_ay. 

Thou hast left the cross and wearest a crown. Glory has con
summated thy grace. " Thy faith is lost in sight.'' 

\Ye leave thy body in the tomb till, at the voice of the Arch
angel, it come forth from thy grave, to rejoin thy ransomed soul and 
enter the pearly gates of the new Jerusalem . 

. -\11 thy cares, pains, perplexities, and sins, all thy doubts and 
fears, all things that have tried and troubled thee on earth, are 
gone for e,·er. 

And if thy state is so glorious, so also is thy home. Where thou 
art they "need neither candle nor light of the sun.'' No scorching 
rays smite thee; no chilling wind benumbs thee. Thou dwellest 
in a world fairer than Eden's garden, where sin and its dire con
sequences cannot enter. The holy gates of that celestial city "for 
e,·er bar pollution, sin and shame.'' No farewells to the dying; 
no lamentations for the dead· are ever uttered. Parting scenes are 
neYer witnessed. No hearts are haunted by the fear of painful 
changes. Stability and immortality are stamped upon everything 
in that eternal world of joy. All there is beautiful, holy, glorious, 
and delightful, and above all, eternal. 

Perfect peace pervades each breast, perfect happiness fills each 
heart, perfect joy tunes every tongue. He that is both perfect 
jfan and perfect God occupies the throne, and receives the perfect 
homage of all His perfect people. Thou art in the Father's house 
where the " many mansions" are ; " to want, to wander and to weep 
no more." 

Xot only are thy state and thy home glorious, but thou art also 
in glorious company. Thou hast free intercourse with thy loving 
Saviour. Naught checks thy communion with Him, nor does any
thing veil His face from thy sight. The music of His name will 
never cease to charm thine ear. Thy tongue will never be weary 
of singing His praise, nor will He ever be less to thee than the 
"Altogether Lovely.'' 

Thou dost also enjoy the fellowship of Abel and Enoch. Thou 
sittest with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom. Thou 
canst commune with the goodly fellowship of the prophets and the 
noble army of martyrs. Thou hast for company all the long line or 
illustrious saints of whom the world was not worthy, and thy song 
is as loud and sweet as theirs, and with them thou canst converse 
of the untold wonders of free and sovereign grace. Thou hast joined 
" the spirits of just men made perfect." Although thy name may 
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not have beon well-known on earth, yet now thou art where all are 
equal, because all are conformed to one supremely glorious image, 
for thou art with Christ and like Him. 

Where thou art, all receive the same welcome; all are loved 
with the same love; all share the same home; all sing the 
same song ; all are equally blest; all find in the perennial beauties 
of the Son of God, bliss unspeakable for ever and ever. 

THE LORD REIGNETH. 

"The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice." -Paa. xcvii. 1. 
"We exult in our suflerings."-Roma.ns v. 3. 

I ASK.not to escape the storm 
If Thou its rage control, 

If in my hours of lonely grief 
Thy presence may console, 

And through my body's weariness 
I gain Thy rest of soul, 

I will not murmur at my cross, 
Or struggle to be free, 

If through the pressure of its weight 
I harder lean on Thee, 

And in my weakness and my fear, 
God's joy my strength may be. 

I will not pray for stronger light 
Whilst in this shadow-land, 

If in these dark, intricate paGhs 
Thou wilt but clasp my hand, 

Aud tea.oh me how to meekly trust 
Until I understand. 

Thy furnace-fire seems merciless ; 
Yet will I not repine, 

If through its ministry of pa.in 
Thou wilt my soul refine, 

And closer, firmer round Thyself 
My best affections twine. 

-Dr. Weymouth's Rendering. 

I would not be without the wound 
Thy love ha.a willed for me, 

Lest I should miss this sacred glimpse 
Of Thy Gethsemane-

Should lose the honour and the joy 
Of fellowship with Thee. 

Oh, better far the wiia.riness, 
The thorn, the suffering, 

If through their sweet necessity 
Thy wounded child they bring 

More swiftly to the " secret place\" 
Beneath Thy shelt'ring wing. 

Oh, better far the earthly loss, 
The crucible of pa.in, 

If faith, the purer for its test, 
More clear, more bright remain, 

And sanctity and changeless joys 
Be my eternal gain. 

Oh. better far life's mysteries, 
The oonfliot and the care, 

If for Thine heritage of light 
Thou thus wilt me prepare, 

And I, earth's strenuous battle o'er, 
Thy final conquests share. 

KATE STAINES. 

VocAL PRAYER.-" Unto Thee will I cry.'' "Lord, hear my 
voice.'' Hence we learn that David was wont to address the Lord 
in spoken words. Satan often tempts weak believers to believe 
that voicless prayer is quite as efficient. It is a delusion. " When 
ye pray, say 'Our Father.'" I recently met with a brother who at 
one time was greatly helped by the simple counsel never to gi,·e up 
vocal prayer.-M. S. S. 

Goo MAKES NO MrsT,urns.-Not long since we buried a young 
Christian lady who had suffered great pain for many years 
through the blunder of a medical man in her childhood. Thus, 
as Bunyan says, "many physicians mistake the constitutions of 
their patients and therefore do them more harm than good. But 
God knows our need and our strength, and so suits all His 
remedies accordingly." 

AA 
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WHY WE ARE STRICT AND PARTIOULAR BAPTISTS ! 
AN ADDRESS BY PASTOR EDWIN \VmTE, \VooLWIOlI.'i' 

(Concluded.) 

"Make me to walk in Thy commands, 'tis a delightful road; 
Nor let my head or heart or hands offend against my God."-Watts. 

CONTINUING, we observe that 
VI. 

we are Strict and Particular Baptists because we are convinced that 
every Christian's creed and practice should harmonise. Suppose 
an open-communionist to insist in his sermon that Baptism by im
mersion is the absolute duty of all heaven-born believers, and (the 
case is not uncommon) a few minutes after to invite all Christians 
~hether baptised or not, to the table of the Lord, how glaring hi~ 
mconsistency appears. At one moment he scripturally insists on 
the necessity of obedience to a command of his Master, and before a 
few moments have flown, declares his readiness to sanction what he 
has so faithfully condemned. · 

VII. 
Yet, further, we maintain our Denominational position because 

we can but deem other systems illogical, unscriptural and with no 
higher authority than mere expediency. 

It has been objected that our practice makes '' the table" our 
table, whereas, it is urged, it is "the Lord's table" (1 Oor. x. 21), 
and not that of any one section of the Church of the living God. 

My reply is, that because it is "the Lord's table '' I am bound 
to act as I do. I hold that they only come to it rightly, who come 
in the way that He has enjoined. 

Why has this laxity been permitted ? Were the brethren who 
advocate what we oppose, to give their real reason for acting as they 
do, their language would differ from what is often heard. They 
would plainly assure unbaptised friends that their invitations were 
really prompted by the desire to secure their fellowship, their influ
ence and their co-operation. "Brethren," they would honestly say, 
"we need your presence, your adherence, your help and your 
money. These, if possible, we must secure, and therefore assure 
you of our cordial welcome. Join us in the right way, if possible, 
but if not, we will not refuse to receive you in the wrong way." 

A certain popular and deservedly esteemed open-communion 
Pastor was, not long since, in company with some of our brethren. 

One of these, referring to the sermon he had just preached, 
observed, "Why, Mr. B., you are one of us." 

* Thoughtful readers, if students of logic, will observe that the above 
is an example of sorites, a method of cumulative reasoning consisting of 
a series of independent arguments in defence of a certain proposition. 
Some of these are more cogent than others, and some may even appear to 
have little or no force, but the result of the whole combined leads to what 
it is believed will prove irrefragable proof. 

The above definition of sorites (so-ri-tees) is, however, perhaps more 
popular than strictly accurate.-EDITOR. 
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" I am,'' he replied, "but you will not have me.'' 
" Why, then,'' rejoined another, "do you not come right over 

and practise what you profess, as we do?'' 
" Well," he replied, " I fail to understand you people. There 

are people who clearly see one ordinance, yet because they cannot 
see the other you decline to let them come." 

"It is strange," I replied (for I myself was the speaker on 
that occasion), "that these brethren can see the Lord's Supper and 
not Baptism. I can give you a dozen texts for Baptism for one that 
enjoins our partaking of the Lord's Supper.'' 

"If you are so great a stickler for texts,'' he answered, "can 
you produce one which plainly asserts that all the Apostles were 
baptised?" 

"No,'' I admitted, "I cannot, but Peter's words surely imply 
this: 'Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptised, 
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we ? ' He thus 
classes himself among those who had been baptised. 

" Do you,'' I continued, " think that our Lord would send His 
Apostles out to preach that all who were brought by grace to 
repent should be baptised if they had not themselves been baptised? 
Would they be such hypocrites as to stand up and insist that others 
should be baptised if personally they had not submitted to this 
ordinance ? " 

So our talk ended, but, dear friends, I feel this question to be a 
solemn one because of our young people. I fear that they are not well 
enough grounded in the scriptural reasons for our holding and 
being held by the practice. 

vm. 
Yet, further, we are Strict and Particular Baptists because the 

slightest defection from what we hold and maintain invariably 
leads to open departure from the truth in other things. If you err 
and stray ever so little, you will not be able to stop at your 
pleasure. 

I have lived long enough to behold many Churches admit the 
practice of open communion until they were forced to declare 
themselves open-communion Churches, and at last to appropriate 
their chapels to uses that were never intended by those through 
whose enterprise and liberality they were erected. 

IX. 
Our chief reason, however, which is supreme above all others, is 

the conviction that the principles and pmctice of the Stl'ict wul Par
ticular Baptists ARE RIGHT, and to "trust in God and do the right " 
is our paramount desire in His most holy sight. 

Some taunt us with the assertion that as a section of the visible 
Church we are dying out ; "but we are not careful " to answer 
such friends "in this matter.'' Our question rather is, Whether 
we are on the side of God and His truth? If assured of this we 
are confident of His approval and blessing. Churches which held 
and maintained the doctrines of grace and spread the Lord's Table 
according to His will, flourished greatly in days that are past, and 
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speaking as a denomination we dare to say, "He hath been mindful 
of us ; He will bless us." 

X. 
\Ve continue the custom as we received it from those that have 

passed away because we have no cause to be ashamed of ou1' ances
try. I am proud of our fathers, proud to be descended from those 
who preached graee in the glory of its freeness and sovereignty and 
prnctised Strict Communion, in the days that are past. They were 
profound thinkers, logical reasoners, and above all, spiritually
minded men who fo-ed near to God. \Veils, Foreman, Palmer and 
others were giants in their time, yet they held our principle most 
firmly. How masterly are the works of Israel Atkinson on the 
Atonement and on Faith. The two theological books by the Editor 
of our magazine, which present us with the doctrines and practices 
of our predecessors, are worthy of universal perusal, as they give a 
fair idea of what these gracious men held and taught. 

Such truths will live when the flimsy religious literature of the 
day has passed out of mind, Campbellism is forgotten, rationalism 
brushed from the Churches, and God's truth valued because it is 
His truth. 

XI. 
" 7 e abide as we are because we dare not change. 
Some of us have been brought very low, and compelled with 

solemn and deep feeling to review our lives and reflect on our
ministries. Many of our memories humbled us. Of some things 
we were ashamed. Yet knowing that we must soon stand in God's· 
very presence, we have adored the grace which has enabled us to, 
hold and proclaim the truth as firmly as we possibly could. 

I tremble to think what would become of. me had I falsified' 
God's truth, renounced the doctrines of His Word, and thus led 
others astray. 

XII. 
Lastly, ,>re adhere to the ancient faith because we are persuaded 

that it is the only Gospel which will break sinners' hearts or en
courage seeking souls. And we maintain the time-honoured prac
tice of strict communion because, having Divine sanction and sup
port, it will best encourage true believers to make a good confession 
by following their Lord in His own appointed way. 

· " The statutes of the Lord arfl right, rejoicing the heart.'' "In 
keeping of them there is great reward.'' The best of Masters will 
suffer none to serve Him for naught. 

Happy, then, are they who can say, " ~- have st~ck unto Thy 
testimonies: 0 Lord, put me not to shame (Psa. cx1x. 31). 

PRAYER A Dcn.-If not able to pray from felt pleasure in the 
exercise we should do so as a duty which God enjoins. "~1en 
ou.ght always to pray and not to faint.''-l-Villimn Bull, W elhng
bol'O. 
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IN ~lEMORIAM: SAMUEL KING BLAND, IPSWICH, 

A SERVANT OF Goo. 
(Concluded.) 

A DRIEF account of a long an<l strenuous life is by no means easy 
to write. Many events of importance must perforce be passed un
noticed. Others to which reference is made cannot be duly ex
plained, and the crude sketch often leaves but an imperfect, if not 
an incorrect, impression of the instructive whole. This the 
writer feels as he presents a few further facts of a career which 
so largely affected an entire section of the Baptist Denomination. 

PERSONAL HISTORY. 

Of the social life of our deceased friend little need be said. 
He was thrice married and survived his last wife by some years. 
His first was a daughter of i\Ir. William Higgs, the builder of the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, in whose praise so much is said in " C. 
H. Spurgeon's Autobiography.'' He was "one of his Pastor's 
own spiritual children, and subsequently became an honoured 
deacon of the Church, and one of the dearest personal friends and 
most generous helpers that he ever had." 

His daughter was worthy of such a father, and is tenderly 
remembered by all that knew her. She was, however, called home 
early, leaving a family of little children to mourn her loss. A 
booklet entitled "The Field and the Garner," published by her 
husband, relates the story of her short married life. 

This connection led to our friend's introduction to ;yfr_ Spur
geon, and to his being invited to take part in the first meeting in 
the Tabernacle on August 21st, 1860, while the building was still 
unfinished. Their relations, however, never seem to have been 
close or cordial. The great preacher, by honest conviction, was a 
follower of Andrew Fuller. This S. K. Bland emphatically was 
not ; which goes far to explain the £act that they did not come into 
closer association. 

He next married Miss Deborah Carr, of St. Neoi's; but his 
union with this gracious lady was too brief greatly to affect his 
future career. 

His third wife was a cousin of Lord John Lawrence, whose 
intrepid statesmanship when Governor of the Punjaub enabled 
him under Providence to stern: the tide of rebellion when so many 
Sepoy regiments mutinied in 1857, and earned for him the title of 
the "Saviour of India." Subsequently he was sent out as Govern01-
General in 1863, and on his final retirement from civil and military 
life he was chosen first Chairman of the School Board of London. 

She was an amiable and cultured lady, who made him a help
meet indeed, her influence affecting his whole future for good. 
Their home-especially dming their residence at Ipswich-was 
the abode of unostentatious but most generous hospitality. It was 
evidently part of their recognised mission for the Lord to " nse 
hospitality without grudging " (1 Peter iv. 9), and they loved to 
entertain their large circle of friends in the most genial way. The 



370 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

social influence which was acquired had, we believe not a little to 
do with his high position in the county. ' 

THE AUTHOR. 

He had a facile and prolific pen. His contributions were 
numerous-more than can now be stated with confidence.''' As early 
as 1844 an article of his appeared in the" Gospel Herald,'' of which 
he subsequently became joint editor with John Cooper, of Wat
tisham. Former volumes of "The Baptist Messenger,''' and 
" Pearls from the Golden Stream," likewise demonstrate his un
tiring desire to extend the truth he prized. He loved to chronicle 
the sayings and doings of men whom God had owned in the past ; 
and his personal recollections and extensive reading invariably 
enabled him to produce what was interesting and instructive. 

His '' Memorials of George Wright" we regard as the best of 
its kind which has emanated from our section of the Church. He was 
happy in his subject, for a Christian minister more worthy of a full
length portrayal never existed. A deeply-taught child of God, a 
ripe and nried scholar, a preacher of rare power, the most faithful 
of pastors, the firmest of friends, the most judicious of counsellors 
and an almost unparalleled theologian, the character, capacities and 
prolonged careeer of George Wright, of Beccles, " the silver-tongued 
prophet of Suffolk,'' invited the discriminating appreciation which 
they did not fail to receive in our late friend's volume. 

Perhaps, however, his power of composition is best displayed in 
his Circular Letter on 

CHRISTIAN WORK AMONG THE YOUNG, 

a brief extract from which may here be given. "If any, gazing on 
the condition of still outcast children-homeless and friendless, 
crafty beyond their years, hardened by hardships, their ignorance 
of good only equalled by their acquaintance with evil-if any, 
sighing ornr such with irrepressible pity, are tempted to despair of 
their reformation, deeming it a field too hard for their ploughshare, 
too overrun with weeds to repay cultivation-let them go to those 
bright spots in our great cities where the courage of a living faith 
has attempted great things for God and man, and, constrained by 
His loYe for them, and their own love even to such, for His sake, 
have obtained precious victories. 

" This is not fanaticism-it is Christianity. We must not call 
it visionary, for all is 'possible to him that believeth' ; and while 
the parable of the prodigal son remains on the sacred page, there is 

* The following list of his chief separate publications has been furnished 
to the writer. Circular Letters: On the.Christian's Imitation of Christ, 
Christian Work among the Young, Church Officers and their Duties, and 
Justification. "A Chart of History to the Birth of Christ," which re
ceived the warm commendation of Dr. Kitto. "Biology," a treatise on 
created life in its varied phases, and" Memorials of George Wright," Full 
repo1·ts were also issued in local journals of many of his lectures-those 
for instance on "Memory," "Woman, her Province, Place and Power," 
"My Yisit to Rome," in 1875, "The Love of Natur,, and the Advantages 
which Accrue from it," a subject in which he felt the greatest interest. 
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hope for the outcast who 'is a heaviness to his mother' ; who, 
though he has 'spent his substance in riotous living ' in ' a far
off country,' when he comes to himself, remembers a father's home 
and still believes in a father's forgiveness. This priceless parable 
affirms not only the power of a parent's love, but the abiding nature 
of early teaching. 

"' Though seed be buried long in dust, it shan't deceive our hope; 
'fhe precious grain can ne'er be lost, for grace ensures the crop.' 

" One-third of most of our congregations are children, as are 
also at least, half of the households of believers. This enforces the 
truth that we are unfaithful to the providence of God, if we minister 
to adults solely, and for their sakes only, arrange the order of our 
solemn assemblies. Our preaching and our teaching, our daily 
walk and our Sabbath talk should be adapted as much to every age 
as to every class. 

" We do not believe it is enough that our school-children should 
have a remote gallery provided for them in which to sit during a 
long service, the only parts of which at all fitted to their capacities 
-at least, the younger portion of them-too often being the Scrip
tures read, and these generally of all that could be chosen the least 
suited to their understanding, and, when accompanied by exposi
tion, probably less so still ! How rarely do those of the congrega
tion who themselves enjoy the ministry give a thought to its 
adaptation to the young who are up aloft. Is it right to constrain 
the attendance of so large a part of those that are present and to 
address ourselves exclusively to the rest, who eome voluntarily, 
without ever having a separate se1Tice for the benefit of young 
folk?" 

A generation has passed since these words were penned, during 
which our Suffolk Sabbath-schools have undergone great changes, 
which must be largely attributed to the writer of these words and 
those whose convictions and sympathies were with him. 

One of his latest efforts for the welfare of his brethren was the 
establishment of "The Pastors' Conference,'' an Association some
what resembling the different Metropolitan "fraternals. '' It is a 
Union of settled ministers, who meej, four times a year by appoint
ment at one of their chapels. The morning and afternoon are 
devoted to prayer, praise, and the discussion of a pre-arranged 
subject. A tea and public meeting follows, and a collection to 
defray the travelling and other expenses which ha,·e been incurred. 
Thus, in various ways he acted as a denominational pioneer, 
inciting others to pursue methods which, if novel, he thought 
would prove advantageous to the Churches of the county. 

CLOSING YEARS, 

As time ran its course, he quietly pursued his allotted ministry 
both in East Anglia and the Metropolis, in which he was always 
welcomed. For about twenty-five years he was the honoured secre
tary of the Association, and at the annual gatherings was regarded 
as essential to the conduct of the different meetings. He also acted 
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as treasurer for the 8uffolk and Norfolk Home Mission, an admirable 
Society, which aids by small pecuniary gmnts settled ministers, 
who statedly conduct village services, in addition to their pastoral 
work. 

So highly were his labours valued that, as his treasured friend 
and colleague, \Vm. Ling, states, "he was in 1898 presented with a 
massive marble clock, an arm-chair, and a cheque, as expressions 
of the grateful appreciation of his numerous friends.'' 

HE WILL BE REMEMBERED 

as a kind and courtly gentleman, with little or no clericalism in his 
demeanour ; earnest, but with a fund of pleasant humour ; well
informed on all current topics, but never tedious or pedantic ; 
gracious in his habitual conversation, but with no forced sancti
moniousness; and as his friend, Pastor J. E. Hazelton, testified at 
his funeral, "a right good listener." More cannot here be added. 

THB FINAL PERIOD. 

Some years since a gradual failure of his intellectual powers 
became evident. At length he ceased to recognise familiar faces 
or to grasp the significance of current circumstances, till at last 
he could understand nothing that was said to him unless it 
referred it some striking passage of Scripture, when it was 
evident that he was leaning steadily on those glorious doctrines of 
sovereign grace which he had delighted to publish in his prolonged 
ministry. Thus, though he could neither read nor write nor think 
connectedly, he never found the time wearisome. He was kept in 
perfect peace, his mind being stayed upon his Covenant God, in 
Whom through grace he had so long and surely trusted. 

The end came on August 20th, 1908, when "God's finger 
touched him and he slept." He was in his 86th year. " Thus," 
again adds his honoured successor, our friend William Ling, "his 
long and useful life in the Master's service ended, and he is now 
reaping his reward in the glory-world through the merits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.'' 

His mortal remains await the morning of the resurrection 
in Ipswich Cemetery, at which a very large concourse of friends 
of all denominations attended to see him to his "long home." 

W. J EYES STYLES. 

"TRUST HrM FOR ALL IN ALL OR NOT AT ALL.''-If you, dear friend, 
can leave your soul and body in Christ's hands, why not also your 
dear wife and your children, together with all your worldly con
cerns ? To this we are exhorted. " Be careful for nothing, but 
in every thing, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.'' 

"IN man or woman, but far most in man, 
And most of all in man that ministers 
And serves the altar, in my soul I loathe 
All affectation. 'Tis my perfect scorn ; 
Object of my implacable disgust.''-Oowper. 
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REVIEWS, LITERARY NOTES, ETC. 

Cheering Words Almanaclc for 1909. 
Single copies one penny. In quan
tities, including the insert;on of in
formation ooncerning the chapels from 
which they emanate, 250, 10s. 6d.; 
500, 18s. LiLr11er numbers in propor
tion. R. Banks and Bon, Racquet 
Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 

ALMANACKB are essential to modern life. 
The days are passed when one sufficed 
for a whole village, Every home must 
have its own ; and amidst the many on 
sale, it is important to procure the best 
of each kind. " Woitaker " is a sine ![Uii 
non to men of business. Our Pub
lisher's "Baptist Almanack and Direc
tory'' no minister of our Denomination 
can dispense with, The above, which 
is issued by the same firm, ia also of all 
sheet almanacks the very best for cir
culation by our causes. In that for next 
year-an advance copy of wliich is 
before us-the usual information, in
cluding the moon's changes (of which 
country people know the value) is given. 
A text is furnished for every day in the 
year, and pictures which will please the 
bairns are added. Its special fe .. ture, 
however, is that purchasers of 250 copie• 
or more can have the name of their 
chapel, with the times ohervices,1boldly 
printed in a prominent place-without 
eatra charge. Thus for rather less than 
one half-penny a copy a distribution of 
this .Almanack can be made in the 
locality of our chapels, and furnish a 
daily reminder of what we are doing 
throughout the entire year, A more 
taking and attractive way of advertising 
cannot. well be devised. Tbe managers 
of our chapele and Sunday schools are 
counselled to forward their orders at 
onoe, so as to have the needed supply in 
time for Christmas and the New Year. 

The Deacon's Mistake. A Temperance 
Story. By Frank .Adkins. Rep1inted 
from ·' The Quiver." Cassell and Co., 
Ltd., Le. Belle Sauvage Ya1d1 Lon
don, E.C. 

THE author of this short but telling tale 
was the first Christian brother we were 
honoured to baptise at High Wycombe 
in 1865. He was then in trade. but he 
has long been a profeesional advocate of 

the , a.use of total abstinence and bas 
obtained considerable eminence as such. 

This story relates how an overworked 
dissenting minister who never touched 
alcohol in any form was unhappily per
suaded by a kindly and generous deacon 
to have recourse to intoxicating drink 
as a remedy for his indisposition. This 
ultimately proved his physical and moral 
ruin. The case is far from improbable. We 
could name at least six almost eimilar 
cases. It is indiepu table that while a 
few persons may be seriptaially exhorted 
to" take a little wine for their stomach's 
sake and their oft infirmities," to many, 
into:i<icants are a snare so terrible that 
to counsel their adoption-even as a 
medicine-would be cruelty and folly. 
Hence the wisdom of the caution to 
avoid "the deacon's mistake." 

It has been objected to temperance 
tales that fiction is not fact, and that 
incidents which never actually occurred 
are .>f no value as proofs of the position 
which their author dteires to defend. 
This is true ; but stories of this clas, are 
in some respects different from others. 
If the man whom drink bas ruined is 
Ii ving, it would be defamation of charac
ter to recount how he went astray. If 
hi• body lies in a drunkard's grave, it 
would be barbarous to rtcall the steps 
which led to his undoing. If, however, 
he be made the prototype of a fictitioWl 
character like the Rev. Harry Winter in 
the present tale-the moral is enforced, 
the danger is denounced, and neither the 
living nor the dead are grieved or de
famtd. With these convictions we 
commend our old friend's story. 

Articles Selected from Current Litera
ture, by the National Purity Federa
tion, Philadelphia, Penna., CJ.S.A. 

WITH great courtesy and commendable 
earnestness the Committee of the acove 
Society are in the habit of forwarding 
us short articles on the general subjtct 
of social purity. A glance at our pages 
would convince our friPnds that these 
are wholly unsuited for insertion in this 
Magazine. We. however, thank them, 
and assure them that vre fully 1ecognise 
the importance of their work, and wish 
them" God speed." 

How THE TRUTH 1s LEARNED.-lnternal teaching is of God the 
Spirit. "Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, 0 Lord, and 
teachest him out of Thy law" (Psa. xciv. 12; John vi. -!5). And I 
humbly bless God for what teachings I have received from Him. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLl!I. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
THE a.nnu"l a.nd v .. lediotory meetings 
were held a.t the Surrey T .. berna.ole on 
October 2,th, when la.rge gatherings 
&B@embled, a.bout 400 people being pre
sent in the a.fternoon a.nd 7ll\l or 800 in 
the evening. 

At 2 o'clock the L.Z.A. Committee 
met. _and a.t 2.30_ the a.nnua.l genera.I 
meetrng or the rnoorpor .. ted sooiety 
a.l@o met to receive the report a.nd 
a.ooountl' a.nd to elect the council a.nd 
officers for the ensuing year. 

At the a.fternoon meeting Pa.etor 0. 
S. Dolbey heartily welcomed the friends 
.. in the interests of the Redeemer's 
kingdom:· but the reality a.nd wa.rmth 
of tbe welcome were evident long be
fore this. t.nd we felt quite a.t home. 

~r. J. P. Goodenough, @pea.king upon 
the Saviour's commission, pointed out 
tha.t 1t expressed the duty of every 
believer in the Christian Churcb. Since 
the Master said "Go," the disciple 
needed no other a.rgument for his 
eva.ngelistic a.ction. There were three 
possible a.ttitudes to be adopted to
wa.rds missionary work, viz., indiffer
ence. opposition, a.nd obedience. " Sit
ting on the fence ie a.II right for a. 
politicia.n, but it is not the a.ttitude for 
the Cbri.stia.n. You must either throw 
yonr whole weight on the side of mie
siODary effort, with a. sense of loya.lty 
.o yonr Lord, or it ie your bounden 
duty .o oppo;!8 it tooth a.nd nail." He 
cherii!hed the denomina.tiona.l idea.I tha.t 
t.he da.y might not be fa.r dieta.nt when 
every Strict Ba.ptist Church in the la.nd 
wollld have its personal representative 
in the foreign field. Pastor T. L. Sa.pey 
~ referred to the eubject of indiffer
ence on the pan of some in our denom
ination-people, ministers, a.nd dea.cons 
-and said that what we wa.nted wa.s 
&n a.biding, ever-flowing. a.ctive interest 
on the p&n of our Chnrchee, which he 
tnUted theee meetings might promote. 
H.r. H. Ackla.nd, whoee subject was also 
the great commi.Mion, spoke briefly and 
i:,oi.D te!ll y upon the miee1ona.ry' s charter, 
·· All power ie given unto Me ... go 
ye tlv.:refvre;" the mieeiona.ry'1 charge, 
·· 1,-0 ye .na teach a.11 nations," etc.; 
and the mieeionary's comfort, the con
tinua.I companionship of the Lord 
J e11us Chri.l!t, "And lo, I am with you 
1,Jway~." 

Tel.egra.m.e had been sent from the 
a.ft.eruoon meeting at the lnat&nce of 
c,ur prlol!ident (who W&B in the chair 
ooth a.ft.erDoona.Dd e-rening) to brethren 
Mutimer and Bobbuta upreasive of 
C,'hri.l!ti&n k,ve and sympathy, and 
duri.r,g the evening meeting repllee 
were n,ceind from them and read &8 
follc,wt :-'' Jie&rtf1,lt thanlu! for kind 
:.zi.e11t&ge. We are thlnklnr at you. 

Robbins." "Oh, how I would love to 
be w\th you. Trust you will ~ave lfOOd 
meetrnge. Love to all, Mut1mer.' 

The oha.raoteristios of a. missiona.ry 
Oburoh were foroibly dwelt upon by 
by Pa.stor L. H. Oolls, The Oroes of 
Obrist wa.s the only suffloient motive 
a.nd this would constrain us to give our'. 
selves a.nd our means for His work. The 
only wa.y to hold the truth wa.s to 
soatter it, a.nd the Church must not 
merely enga.ge in this work but have a. 
grea.t passion for it, for the mandate 
oa.me from the King, and every dieciple 
should be a. missiona.ry. 

Pa.~tor W. Chisna.11, the general secre
ta.ry, then presented the forty-seventh 
a.nnual report a.nd oa.sh statement for 
the yea.r-a. report whioh ought to be 
in the ha.nds of every member of our 
contributing Churches-and in the 
course of hie remarks exhibited a. 
withered garland of temple flowers 
whioh had been sent from our brethren 
in M:a.dra.s, a.nd rea.d a.n exoeedinaly in
teresting expla.na.tion from Mr,0 J. M. 
Bra.nd, which wa.s briefly a.e follows:
He a.nd Mr. Booth were wa.tohing a. 
procession of the god Ponneya.mma.l 
one night, hoping to be unreoognised in 
the da.rkness. When the god a.nd the 
priests drew nea.r them, however, the 
procession stopped, a.nd these two ga.r
la.nds were ta.ken from the numerous 
ones with which the ima.ge wa.s decked 
a.nd pla.ced on the necks of our brethren, 
Na.tura.lly, this wa.s at first refused a.a 
seeming to countena.noe idols.try, but it 
Wa.B explained by the priests' a.ttend
a.nts tha.t it was done in honour of the 
Christia.n schools where their children 
were ta.ught I 

Pastor Thoma.s Jones gave some par
ticulars of Hinduism. After a. pa.thetio 
contra.et between the truth we have 
a.nd the delusive and a.ppa.lling errors 
which Hindus are ta.ught to believe 
ea.me a. reminder of the power of the 
Word of the Lord to bring a.bout a. com
plete a.nd perfeot oha.nife, and of the 
promise "The Idols He aha.II utterly 
abolish." The A B O of missions 
fittingly followed, a.nd Pastor B. J, 
Northfield, after B&ying it wa.s as pla.in 
ae A B O in the Word of God tha.t 
miB8ions were right, prooeeded to dwell 
upon their authority, their benefits, and 
their claims. 

The Chairman, our prealdent, pleaded 
earneatly for the genera.I fund, from 
whioh • remlttanoe of £80 ha.d to be 
aent to India every month, a.nd which 
now had an adverse ha.la.nee of ,1!20. He 
al.ao urged the neoeaaity of completing 
the Bend&ma.ngalam building fund by 
the end of the yea.r, and Htated tha.t a. 
friend had promlHed tha.t If this were 
done he would give the la.at il!IS0. 
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The eolell\n responsibility la.id npon ] In reviewing the pBSt year we ape 
ue ae eubjeots of the wide empire over many re11sonA tor humility; our· 8~ 8 
whluh our klnlf reigned was referred to mav well hnmble 118 , our want of 1 
by Pastor H. Dadewell, and he asked t H' h ' , ove 
whether there wae not In our hearts a ? im ~ om .. we _worship our great.est 
deelre that the knowledge of the blood sin; so l1~tle . delighting ourselves in 
of Jesus Ohriet might be epread abroad the L~rd. Tn1s we muet C<)nfess of our 
through the wide, wide world. ~oreh1p, both sec_ret and public-h<)w 

In the couree of a very earnest epeeoh httle true and high communion with 
Paetor E.W. Flegg held up the example the clonds of earth beneath U'!. 
of Paul, who, inspired by the love of Then the laek of zeal in Hie service, 
Ohriet, was all aglow with the deeire too often makmg the interests of His 
to tell it out to othere, eaying, "HA kingdom yield to our own comfort, in
loved me and gave Himsell for me," clination, and convenience. Lacking in 
and inqaired What had we done to love to onr God we have often b~corne 
proye ODf, love to Hi~ 1 oon~loding by earthly-minded, and lost oar view of 
eay1ng, _The work 1e_Gods, and He the better country. In onr path we 
c~ree ~or 1t; the powe~ 1e Gods and lie have not borne with othe~ God 
gives 1t; the Ohnroh 1s God'e and He . .,• 8 . as onr 

· ueee it;. the opportunity is ours, let us has bor~e with us: Kmd __ one to 
embrace it." another, tender-hearted, forg1V1ng one 

Mise .Elliott being asked to addreee anot~er as God for Christ's sake has 
the meeting responded by speaking of forgiven ns. . .. 
the great. oomfort which the words Many, many other call9e8 for hllIDluty 
"Loos:ing unto Jeeus" had been to her may be remembered and coclessed in 
and their suitability in view of he; detail before Him who searcheth tb.e 
coming departure and work in India.. heart. We would numble ourselves in 

The valedictory charge was then the sight of the Lord, pleading for a 
given to her by Paetor E. Mitchell. fresh serue of pardon through the blood 

Pa.stor 0. S. Dolbey offered the vale- that cleanseth. The thought c.f tho? con
dictory prayer, and a Tamil New Testa- tin.ual burnt-offering, the de.ily lamb9 
me~t was after~ards _presented by the (Ex. L"i'.ll. 38--l:!) i.3 mo5t prec:0113. 
ch'!'1rma~ to Miss Elliott on behalf ~f What should, on, what sl&oula we do 
a. little gul at Chelmsford, to_ ~hom 1t without the glorions .Antitype of tnese: 
had _been awarde~ by the Br1t1sh and I And the long-!lllff•rino- of our Gvd, !:ow 
Foreign Bible S001ety. · =,_:: "' __,_ , I _;_,_ L Th 11 t' can we pnuse .o.uu enou1,u _ n UllllA.· 

ing, ~~~u:ii~~n\~ve::eve:fte:!~~~f~ ing of thelsi'ls of the pas~ year,~= 
at\20 12s. lQ½d. a.nd in the evening to only_ reso ve onr sa_fety mto H!3 o..-n 
£44 2s. 7¼:l,, to which must be a.dded gracious and sovereig,n ~n. _ ·· I will 

· the collection at the tea tablee, very not return to destroy Ephraim. ror I am 
generouely given to the Miseion by the God and not man." 
•r,bernaole friende - £9 10~.-whioh, Onr failures, too, have shown u.s our 
with other receipts, amounted to k · d ._,_ .. 
£74 12d, 6:i . .'fhe sale of literature at wea ·ness, ignorance, an notuiagnt!S!, 
the doore realieed ,llt) lls. lld, Some enterprise may ha.-e b,,eo und<!r-

Suooeestul meetinge to bid farewell taken witb, as we ,howr:it. due wih 
to Mies Elliott ho.ve also been held a.t and prudence : perhaps - :t may :0::ue 

. Oamoridge (Eden), Ipswich (Bethesda), been some undertakin~ immedisre:.- i:i 
and Acton and Lewisham. the service of Christ, but it h:t.s rai:e-.i; 

"·BE CLOTHED WITH 
HUMILITY." 

. " WHY take ye thought for raiment! " 
i■ the Saviour's rebuke to undue care 
concerning bodily olothing. It is one of 
the needed things to be a.dded to those 

.. who "seek first the kingdom of God and 
Hie righteousness.'' But in that king
dom th.iro is 11, garment with which we 
are oommanded to be olothed, and our 
care for this will never be too much. 

The close of the year appeara a time 
for drawing this garment wore cloeely 
around ue; for wrnpping ourselves afresh 
in ita folds; ,~nd for eeeking by grace to 
rupalr the rents wbioh the ftl.18h may 
have ma.de in the oowely raiment. 

something nnforeseen has hindered. <lr 
our own mistakes ha,e thwvte.:i .:,ur 
intentions, aud we most lie i<lw u:ider a 
sense of iusuffi~i,mc.-. Or, i'1 :;.>c:," :n• 
trioate and perple.xing path1ny. ,.., 
1uay have er~ tbrougu W>!&kn"'-"' :mJ 
ignorance. and fai.oo in our sin,~re 
desire t<l do the beet, :w.d, but for His 
unfailillg faitbfwn-. who never I~.-._.,, 
His children v.·hen th-,.- w,>:,t n~ Hi:, 
help. we h:w sl~tbe~ faintoo. hut He 
pitied and sustainl!d. We ble~ His 
name, who, showing us fr,.'m ~.h
things our nothingn..-ss as cl'<'.'ltures. 
still Z.Ss &s fallen ~atnres, vt>t sa.-s in 
His oharaoter &s a Fatht>r 'th,u :. He 
knowl'th our frame ; He remember..t~ 
I.hat we are dust.'' 

Thus, sins and biluftlol c'll <lUr p~rt 
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say, " Be clothed with humilitr," and 
t.he ,,mguage of our God iu His daily 
mercies is the same. Alw1ns abounding 
with causes for gnLtitude, the h••art says, 
"Not worthy of the least."' The full 
cup of ble,sing should cous•rain to 
"walk humbly with God." Should we 
speud the mo0ntbs of the new year in 
this wilderness we shall need the cloth
ing of humility every day, and, while 
we meditate on const.raining motive• to 
it~ use. we must look to our Goel to put 
it on us. True humility is the work of 
His Spirit, and exercised under the 
power of Bis grace. Walking with God 
is the onl::; atmosphere in which the 
garment will be really comfortable. To 
put it on will often be difficult in a 
lower region. Contentment to be noth
ing. if but right with Him, is the spirit 
we should airL at. 

When we stand befort our Saviour, 
who freely chose us, died to redeem us, 
and who has borne with us another vear 
-when we see His fac~ our humility 
will ee perfect. For His sake slone 
shall we be made glorious, and sha1l be 
filled with wonder at our position. In 
view of this it is no lack of humility to 
expect a high place then. To question 
His promise would be the highest pride, 
and He has said, " I go to prepare a 
place for you ... where I am there ye 
ehall be also." His ultimate design of 
love in dying was that He might present 
us to Himself a glorious Church. 1he 
day of presentation has been longed for 
by the waiting Bride in all ages, a.n? 
still, as J ears pass on, the utterance lB 
heard-alas! too faintly, yet the groan
ing within means it - " Come, Lord 
Jesu.e, come quickly." M. A. B. 

A YULETIDE REFLECTION. 
Rejoi(1e. ye sa.mtF, all heaven rings

Glory 10 God on hil!'h: 
Peace and good will M Immanuel" brings, 

Let earth to heaven reply. 

Tbe angels flr,t their song npraise 
As tbey bebohl such love. 

And we onr voices join in praise
Glory to God above. 

Hail ! •• Prince of Peace," our ·• Sa. viour 
Kin~," 

We wor.bip at Tby feet, 
And gladly for tba.nk-offMings bring 

Our prayers as incense sweet. 

We glory in Tby holy name, 
For Tbou did,t come to <lie : 

Angelij and men re peu.t tb~ Rame
" Glory to God on bigh ! " 

Coggesball. "ALICIA." 

REAL CHRISTIANITY. 
ONE Christian ·wh'J is meek, humble, 
kind, patient, an1 useful unto all-tbat 

condescends to the ignorance, weakness, 
and infirmities of others-that pa@seth 
hy provocations, injuries, contempt, with 
patience and with silence, unless where 
the truth and glory of God call for a 
just, vindication-that i::itieth all ■arts 
of men in their feelings and miscarriages 
-wJ-.o is free from jealousies and evil 
surmises-that loveth what is good in 
all men, and all men even where they 
are not good-doth more express the 
v1rt.ues and excellencies of Chl'ist than 
thousands can do "ith the mO)lt magnifi
cent works of piety or cb'a.rity where 
this frame is wanting in them, ]!'or 
men to pretend tq follow the example of. 
ChriEt, and in the' meantime to be 
proud,wrathful, envious, bitterly zealous, 
calling for fire from heaven to destroy 
men, is to cry Hail unto Rim I an!!' to 
crucify Him afresh unto their power. 

J. OWEN. 

TOTTENHAM (NAPIER Ro~D) • .:.. 
Very happy meetin~lf-. were held on 
Tueeday, November 3rd, in oonneotion -
with the first a.nnivereary of Albert E. 
Brown as Pastor. The afternoon meet
ing was presided over by Mr. Elnaugb, 
who read and commented on Psalm 
xiv. The Pastor engaged in prayer, 
after whioh Pastor S. T. Belcher spoke 
well from the words "Thy kingdom is 
1Ln everlasting kingdom," followed by, 
Pa~tor H.J. Galley, who reminded the· 
friends of six P'P, and sai~, oonoerning 
the Pastor, Don't patronize him, don't 
persecute him, don't pnt everything, 
npon him, but do.pray for him, do sup
port him with your. presence and. yog,r 
purse. Pastor '1.'. Jones ga:te. utterance· 
to rnme weighty thoughts on the 
necessity of the Pas~or being ex
perienced in Divine tbingP, and the 
necessity of special gr,.oe bei11g bestowed 
for the great work of thii ministry. 
Paet.:,r T. L. Sapey, in a telling addre.ss, 
noticed and emphasised the Paetor!a; 
career, as mentio,ned,in JE1r. i.~ and 
succeeding versee. Pa~tor W. H. Rose, 
being the last speaker, gave some very 
encouraging J;hQ!lghts from Heb. v., 
'· Who hath cQompassion." A larger 
company than was antioipa.ted assem
bled to a well-spread tea. The evening 
meeting wa• presided over by Mr. W. S. 
Millwood. Pastor T. L, Sapey prayed. 
After reading the Word, the Cbai'rr 
man gave a .. very telling addr41ss 
00111paring the Pastor to a steeple and 
drawing some interesting oomplll?illl)JlB 
from the foundation, \be olook, the 
tower, the bells, and the snmmit. 
Pastor J. E. Flagg was heard well as he 
spoke from '' 'fhere was a man sent 
f ram God." Pastor T. Jones emphasised 
the neoeseity for preaohing Christ, and 
of keeping the atonement oonstantly to 
the front, Pastor H. D. Sandell fol-
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lowed with some ohoioe words gathered I to the handsome sum of :£25. The 
from Mloah v. 4. The Pastor expresserl meeting olos'ld with the grand old 
his deep gratitude to God and spoke of Coronr.tion hymn. 
hie hope for the fllture, baaing hie re
marks on the words, '' Beoanee Thon 
hast been my help, therefore in the 
shadow of Thy wings will I rejoioe.'' 
Thirty.five members had been added to 
onr numbers during his brief etay 
among thie people. Therefore they 
oonld thank God and take courage. 
Collections for the day amounted to 
:£8 7~. 4½d,, whiob, after expenses of 
the meetmgs were deducted, was handed 
to the Pastor. 

BEXLEY HEATH OLD BAPTIST 
- CHAPEL. 
OPENING OF NEW 'SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

SPECIAL eervioes · of ·· an interesting 
character recently took place at the 
above chapel, ·the occasion being 
the. cJpening: of th·e new Sunday 
School ·at the rear of the chapel. It 
will be remembered that the ceremony 
of the atone-laying. by .. Mr. William 
Monk took place on July 21st last. The 

. , work of erection has been going on 
sinoe that time, and now the beautiful 
building, erected by Mr. R. Lane, of 
Broadway, Bexley Heath, was ready tor 
accommodation of 150 scholars, together 
with two vestries and a.nether room for 
the-Pastor's use, 

At 3.30 Pastor John Bush preached a 
powerful sermon to a large and appre
ciative andienoe. After this service the 
ceremony of unlookinir the School took 
place, whan Mr. J. P. Barra.dell, of 
London, was ha.nded a silver key, and 
in a graoions manner performed the 

. task, and then, being followed by the 
friends, who found the tea ta.bles la.id 

. out ~/th ·an ample repast, together pa.r
tooli·of the f,are provided-about eighty 
persons. 

At 6.30 a pnblio meeting we.a held in 
the chapel, ably .presided over by Mr. 
J.P. Ba.rra.dell, when a most interesting 
report was presented by the hon. secre
tary, Mr: E .. W,. Jl\legg (the former 
Pastor), Mr. and Mre .. Monk, who had 
contributed largely· to the oost, giving 
£150towards the erection, £200 loan ha.d 
been obtained from the M.A..S.B. Asso
_oiation of Churches (bee of interest), 
making the sum paid to builder of :£350, 
the:·oost of the edifice. :£50 was now 
reqnir~ for furnishing, and various 
expenses connected ; this sum was hoped 
to be forthcoming by the services held 
!_)~ thatoooasion, Prayer was offered by 
~r. F&irbrother, and enoonraging 
addresses were __ given by Meesre. H. 
Mountford, C. West; S. T. Belcher, J. 
Bush and 1'. R. Loosley, after whioh a 
vote of thanks was aooorded by the 
seoretary-3uperintendent, and Mr. R. 
Lane supported the same. The oollec
tions, owing to the very genero11s 
aesistanoe of the Chairman, amounted 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM). Another 
token for good was vo1101lsafed at the 
anniversary services which were held 
on Lord's-day, October 18th, and ThnrB
day, 22nd. Sermons were i,reaohed by 
the Pastor, F. C. Holden, and Mr. 0. S. 
Dolbey, who came to us as on former 
ocoaeions in the fulness of the bleseing 
of the Gospel of Christ. Mr. A. Boulden 
pTeeided over the evening meeting. Mr. 
Borman, of Brixton, offered prayer, and 
Mesere. Sapey, Randell, Parnell and 
Dolbey gave excellent epiritnal ad
dresses. Mr. Na9h offered the conolad
ing prayer, and the Pastor's 31st anni
versary oloaed by singing heartily 
"Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow." Tea was provided free of cost 
by Bro. Baldwin and his good wife, and 
the attendance as well as the financial 
result was beyond oar expectations, 
11,monuting to a few shillings over :£9. 
The renovation of the cllapel and 
school has cost between :£53 a.nd :£54, 
of which only about :£1 remains to be 
pa.id. "The Lord bath done great 
things for ue, whereof we are glad." 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS. 
TUESDAY, Nov. 17th, was the great day 
of tile S. I. S. B. M. S. year. In the 
afternoon of the da.y Pastor W. H. Rose 
discoursed upon toe vast a.nd iunnmer
a.ble multit11de of all nations mentioned 
in Rev. vii. Many a bright and 
brightening thought pa.seed from the 
preacher's mind to the hearer'e, and 
many a palpit heart-thrill was repro
dooed in the pew. 

The evening meeting was oheerin!l'lY 
attended. At the outset Pastor J. 
Parnell read the Scripture, and offered 
prayer. Mr. Rose wa.s tllen indacted to 
the chair or the Society by the retiring 
president, Mr. J. Wren. Mr. Rose com
manded hearty assent as he expressed 
high a.pprecia.tion of the faithful and 
exemplary offi.oial oareer of our brother 
Mr. Wren. 

Pastor S. Gray read a few extracts 
from the Annual Report. These 
showed that 72 baptisms had taken 
plaoe during the year, and that a. con
siderable number more baptisms would 
speedily take place, A oommunioation 
from Mr. Striokson, bearing on the case 
of between 40 and 50 of the candidates, 
rendered the record exceedingly 
glorious. The gross and abounding 
superstition of tile Tinnevelly was set 
forth by an &ffeoting concrete illnstra· 
tion. Yet, 1uuder those oonditions the 
Gospel was suooessful. Almost withoat 
exception the oandidates were direct 
from heathenism. Rei.ders of the "E.V," 
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should be 011,reful to read about the 
wizard mentioned by Mr. Striokson-11, 
wiurd who is one of 11, host of sorcerers 
that rivet the chains of superstition 
upon the idol-bewitched; The story is 
incorporated in the Society's Report, 
the ooncluding words of whioh are 
these: "The past is bright, very bright; 
the actual present is brighter, brighter 
far: the future, both near and distant, 
demands 11, ouperlative-it is brightest of 
all. 

Mr. F. J. Catchpole read the financial 
statement, showing that the ye&r's in
come had been .£3.157 163. 8¼d., includ
ing the previous year's balance. 

Mr. Catchpole moved, and Mr. G. W. 
Clark seconded, the folio wing resolution, 
which was carried unanimously :-

.. That this meeting of subscribers to 
the S. I. S. B. M. S. heartily approves of 
the contemplated purpose of the oom
mitte" to engage the services of our 
brother Pastor S. G rar, as a salaried 
secretary, as soon 11,s be sua.11 see his way 
to separate himself thereto." 

Pastor W. H. Rose delivered a very 
full and very fine presidential address; 
it will be reported in Rays from the 
East, as will ht• atternoon uisoourse. 

Paotor J. W. Wren spoke very sug
g-estlvt1ly and Bacredly. The missionary 
fia.me ourno brightly at Bedford, from 
Whence Mr. Wren brought loving help 
at thti labt moment wward the rt.
duction ol tht> deficit on the accoW1ts. 

P .. stor J. P. Wiles, M.A., of Devizer, 
delivered a ~trikingly origina.l addresP, 
en.Hing some sentenoe frum the 1907 
Report as the ha.sis of his keenly in
tellectua.l and delightful hlk. 

Pastor W. H. Potter, of Cottenham, 
spoke on the outga.thering• of thtl eleot 
Church from the world, with the ulti
mate sanotifica.tion and oal va.tion of the 
whole world. 

A resolution, which was passed nna.ni
mou.ly, was movtld a.nd seconded by 
.Meosro. Wiles and Potter re•peotively, 
recommending the work ot the l:)Ociety 
to tht> ouvvurt of the entire denomina
tion. 

P .. stor F. Fells, of Chesham, accented 
his cordial attitude towa.rd the Society, 
reoallwg vast memoriee. 

Mr. F. Vock, our turloughed mission· 
a.ry, then rele.ted e. vlll11.go incident, 
w.111oh had singular features, and has 
had pleasing issues. 

Mre, Vooa. with tenderest pa.thee, 
pictu:red a ~cene concerning a girl
widow who ha.d come into her life, and 
dwelt with eye-moistening effect uvon 
the hard, hard lot of the poor ohild ; 
and such outraged girls number millions 
in India. The claims of those girls were 
u:rged w itb exceeding force. 

.Mr. Wile• suggeeted tha.t others 
should take action, as he was doing, 
respecting the suppurt of a girl-orphan, 
or girl-widow. .lie wa.s on his knees 

about the matter, and he there per
formed an o.rithmetioal oa.loulation. He 
counted twelve givinll' 7d. per month, 
whioh tota.lled 7s.; a.ud then 7a. a. month 
for twelve months stood for .£4 4e. 0d. 
That is the sum needed for the support 
of a girl. Let twelves be found in every 
Churoh. 

Pastor J. Bush found his heart flowing 
over with gra.titnde because the a.rrears 
had been so diminished since the 
previous committee meeting. 

During the evening Mr. Olark nomi
nated officer• and committee, and they 
were unanimously chosen. 

Severa.I communications were reoeived 
from Mr. Walter G. Gra.y, en route tor 
India. He was expected to reach 
Koilpati and to grasp hands with Mr. 
Striokson on Frida.y, November 20th • 

The Society is favoured in having its 
staff strengthened by the addition. of 11, 

Belt-supported worker-Miss Brown
who baa laboured in Ceylon for several 
yeare, and will aooompa.ny Mr. and Mrs. 
llook and co-operate with them in the 
Girl-Widow'd Home. 

Between the afternoon and evening 
engagement,, a sale of work, promoted 
by the Zion Ladies'Working Party, took 
place. 

Friends were. present from various 
distances out of London. 

The deficit stands at £127, caused by 
abnormal expenditure~ not by the 
failure of friends. Friends are increas
ing. A.ny Strict Ba.ptist who helps to 
make the deficit disappear will honour 
his name and do his Lord a good day's 
service. The Report suggests that all 
subscribers should increase their aid by 
ont-q ua.rter-n. very necessary aot, · be
oa.use future requirements demand it. 

The total receipts for .the day-col
lections .£24 and sale £8 12s. pd.
amounted to £32 12s. 6d. The tea was 
&iven by friends. . 

It was announced at the meeting that 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Cook and Mias Brown, 
their friend, will sta.rt for India . on 
Tuesday, Jan. 5th, 1909 (n.v.). .A. fare
well meetin(i!' will be ea.lied tor Monday, 
Jan. 4th, 1909. Three berths are booked 
by the .Princess Al,ice, North German 
Lloyd S::l. S. GRAY. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
THE forty-first anniversary of the open
ing of the above cause took place on 
November 8th and 10th. On su·nday, 
the 8th our Pastor in the morning 
spoke f;om Psalm '!: 4, 5, and in ~he 
evening from Isa; lxu. 4, ~oth of wh1_oh 
discourses were much enJoyed. 

On Tuesday, the 10th, a goodly num• 
ber gathered to hear Mr. 0. S. ~olbey 
prea.oh at 3.30. He was graciously 
helped in speakinl{ from the words 
found in 2 Sa.m. XXll, 17. 

After friends had partaken of a good 
tea, the evening service was opened at 
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6.30 with the singin11: of hymn, "Kin
dred in Obrist," eto., after which our 
e1teemed ch11irman, Mr. Rundell, read 
a portion of God's Word, and Mr. Spire 
sought the Lord's blessing. Mr. Thisel• 
ton read the report, whioh stated that 
although many changes had taken 
place, as a Ohuroh they oould testify 
to the covenant faithfulness of God, 
who knows the end from the beginning. 
The Monday eveninf prayer meetings 
were a source of rea spiritual joy and 
communion, and they felt that this was 
the real life of the Ohurch. Profitable 
addreseea were given by Messrs. Gib
bens, Dolbey, and the Pastor. 

IPSWICH (BETHEBDA).-Theparente 
of the scholars were entertained on 
November 11th to tea in the school
room, when a.bout 175 fathers and 
mothers were present, A meeting 
was held afterwards under the presi
dency of Pastor H; Chilvers, and com
menced with the singing of the hymn, 
11 Come ye that love the Lord and let 
your joys be known," The chairman 
then called upon two parents to pray. 
lhe superintendent, Mr. E. Chilvere, 
gave all a hearty welcome, and wad 
followed by Pastor Ohilvers, who, in a 
very able address, impressed upon them 
their great responeibility with regard 
to the children. The boy's best friend, 
he said, is hie mother. Three things 
were noticed in relation to the parents 
-(1) They were II examples" to the 
children ; (2) subjects of their future 
".memories" ; and (3) their II trustees." 
He hoped they would all be true 
stewards, training the children to the 
best of their ability, for the children 
would, humanly speaking, be what the 
parents made them. Addresses were 
also given by Messrs. G. E. Elnaugb, 
Reynolde, Garrard, and Reeder. Several 
of the parents likewise make a few n
marke.-GEo. E. DALDY, 

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK.-A meet
ing in connection with our branch of 
the International Bible Reading A•so
oiation was held on Wednesday evening. 
November 18th. An excellent tea was 
provided and given by the adult mem
bers of the branch. The meeting was 
presided over by Mr. G. Banke. Mr. 
Briatoe prayed. The secretary, Miss 
Carr, gave her report, When she took 
up the work at the beginning, of 1908 
she enrolled thirty-six members; for 
the coming year there were nearly 
sixty. A pleasant evening was spent. 
Mr. Banks made some excellent re
marks concerning the Word, and Mr. 
Stocker gave a good address. Votes of 
thanks were passed to Miss Carr for her 
active interest in the work, and to all 
who had given the tea and contribu~ed 
to the success of the meeting.-M. A. 
MOORJll. 

BOW (BOTOLPH ROAD).-Soecial ser
vices were held on October 2:lrd, when 
two sermons were delivered by Mr. 
Crispin. The services were continued 
ou Tuesday, when Mr. Rundell presided 
at a public: meeting, and read and 
commented profitably on ,Joo. xvii. 
Profitable addressee were given by 
Messrs. Holden, Parnell, Fountain and 
Crispin, and the late Pastor, Mr. H. 
Lee. Collections were good considering 
that the very inclement weather pre
vented some of our friends being present. 

BALCOMBE STRICT BAPTIST 
CHAPEL. 

JUBILEE services in connection with 
the opening of the above chapel were 
held on August 3rd. Mr. W. Tingley, 
of Scaynes Hill, preached in the morn
ing a suitable discourse from Psalm 
lxxxix. 15, and Mr. H. Hayler, of Ling
field, in the afternoon an experimental 
sermon upon Isaiah !xii, 4. In the even
ing a public meeting was held, Mr. J. 
Bewere presiding, when a report ot the 
rise and progreea of this cause was 
given, the sulJstance of which is as 
follows:-

11 The Strict Baptist cause at Bal
combe eommenced by a Mr. Arnold, 
then Pastor of the Baptist Uhapel at 
Cuckfield, holding week-night services 
at the house of a godly woman named 
Mrs. Gammon in the year 1845 or 1846. 
After a while the meetings were dis
continued owing to the opposition of 
the residents around, who did not like 
this ' Methodist' preaching, as it was 
termed. The ignorance in these days 
was so great, and Baptist principles 
were considered so strange, that the 
children of the Baptist friends who 
attended the National Schools were 
branded by other children as 'Water 
doge.' After this Mr. Arnold built- a 
chapel for the friends to worship in, 
which was opened, it is believed, by Mr. 
Sedgwick, of Brignton, and Mr. Arnold. 
the text being, 'And there they preacheo 
the Gospel.' Through some unexplained 
reason this chapel waP, after a time, 
converted into a cottage. A godly 
woman named Mrs. Streeter, who for
merly was greatly prejudiced against 
the 'Methodists,' as she called them, 
and whose remarkable conversion 
occurred in attending the meetings 
when they were first held at Balcombe, 
was, in answer to prayer, raised up by 
God at this time to open her house for 
the Gospel to bA preaobed. This wa• 
a.bout the year 1854. The eervioes were 
greatly blessed, •everal ministers from 
Brighton supplying from time to time, 
including the late Mr. Joseph Worsley. 
After about four years the friends re
quired a more suitable place to worship 
in; consequently .Mr. Joseph Worsley 
b:>ught the pr.esent chapel, which for
merly had been used for commercial 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

purpoaes, and opened it for public 
worahip in August, 1858. In course of 
t,ime thll oha.pel was filled to over
flowing. 

"About the year 1874 the Church and 
congregation were again involved in 
trouble with rega.rd to their pla.oe of 
worship, and Mr. Wor.~ley wes compelled 
to go to law. The result of tbe lawsuit 
wa.8 that the chapel should remain on 
condition that a. small rent was pa.id 
for the site on which the chapel is 
built. In 18S9 Mr. Wa.dey, of Horley, 
took the oversight of the ea.use as pre
siding miniPter, and after several years 
was succeeded by Mr. H~yler, of Ling
field, who also, in time, wa.s suc
ceeded by Mr. Andrewe, now of Maid
stone. 

•· Most of the Church and congrega
tion ha.ve now pa.seed a.way to their 
eternal rest, and to a.II appearance there 
a.re but few within the neighbourhood 
who are asking for the old paths, that 
they may wo.lk therein." 

After the reading of the report suit
able addresses were givP.n by Messrs, 
W. Tingley, H. Ho.yler, J. Tarner, and 
the Chairman. The weather, through 
God's goodness, was most favourable, 
and many felt it good to be there. 

ONE WHO WAS PRESENT. 

HOR..~SEY RISE (ELTH0RNE ROAD.) 
-Special services were held on Lord'E
day, October 18th, and continued on the 
following Tuesday, to celebrate the 
seventh anniversary of the pastorate of 
Mr. H. D. Sandell. The pulpit was 
occupied by the Pastor on the Lord'E
day, and a rair number gathered io the 
services. The proceedings on the 20th 
were commenced with a social tea, at 
which the company of several old 
friends was enjoyed. A public meet
ing followed, over which Mr. G. S. 
Faunch, of Ilford, presided, whose 
reverent fulfilment of his office,coupled 
with the encouraging_ and spiritual 
addresses of Brethren J. T. Bootle, H. 
Fowler, and A. B. Tettma.r, was instrn
menta.l in oausing the listeners to 
realise that the opportunity bad been 
one of spiritual profit. The Pastor, in 
closing, expressed his appreciation of 
the sympathy and help extended to 
him by friends both present and ab
sent.-A. G. S. 

BELVEDERE, L'&SBNESS HEATH. 
-Harvest thanksgiving services were 
held at this ancient sanctuary, when 
Pastor F. C. Holden, from Limehouse, 
pa.id us a iirst visit and preached a very 
uplifting sermon iR the afternoon, He 
specially touched hie hearers' hearts by 
the earnest way he petitioned the throne 
of grace on behalf of afflicted brethren, 
specially mentioning, among others, 
brethren Clark and White, the latter of 
whom had been expected. The Pastor 

presided in Mr. White's a.bRence, and 
Messrs. Holden, West and Flegg gave 
some very helpful thoughts. All pre
sent felt they could thank God for a. 
good harvest, both tempor•l and 
spiritual.-D. O. 

CLAPHAM (COURLAND GROVE). 
HARVEST th!l,nksgiving services at this 
little sa.n<ituary were held on Thursd•y, 
October 8th. Pastor Edwin White, of 
Woolwioh, pre•ched an excellent and 
most appropriate sermon in the after
noon, which was listened to with much 
plea.sure by a goodly congregation. 

At the public meeting in the even
ing the chair w.a ta.ken by Mr, J, B. 
Collin, of New Cross, and excellent ad
dresses, well suited to the occasion, 
were given by Pastors E. Beecher (Croy• 
f'lon) and J. Parnell (Manor Park), Mr, 
J. MoNa.lly (Fulham), and the esteemed 
Pa.stcr of the Church, Mr. H. Dadswell. 
The twenty-eighth annual report of the 
L1'dies' Benevolent Society was read, 
and collections amounting to £5 13a. 3d. 
were taken on behalf of its funds. The 
report showed a record of much good 
work done in and ·around the neigh
bourhood. Gifts of money, clothing, 
and coals had been distributed, while 
during the winter months blankets 
were lent to poor and needy families. 

On Snnday afternoon, October 11th, 
a. special harvest service was held in 
connection with the Sunda.y-sohool, An 
appropriate address was given by the 
superintendent, Mr. A. Vine, and suit
able hymns were very heartily ren
dered by the sohola.rs. A very pleasing 
fe•ture of this service was the beautiful 
display of fruit and autumn flowers 
brought by the scholar9, which were 
afterwards taken to the Belgrave Hos
pital for Sick Children, Clapham-road. 

On Sunday, October 18th, the day of 
universal prayer for Sunday-schools, 
several of our teachers met at the Clap
ham Presbyterian Church school at 9 
a.m., with a number of teachers from 
neighbouring schools, under the presi• 
dency of our superintendent, when an 
honr of prayer a.rid praise was spent, 
and a happy, inspiring, and holy ser
vice was much enjoyed. In the after
noon a pleaeant little function took 
place. Our Pastor, who was accom
panied by Mr. W. Barrey, secretary of 
the Clapham Auxiliary. S!'-nday-!ohool 
Union presented Mr. Wilham Brmkler 
with the long-service diploma. for over 
thirty years' consecutive H~rvioe a~ a 
teacher in our own and a ne1ghbourmg 
school and in warm and hearty ad• 
drasse; congratulated our brother up?n 
his devotion to the oause of the chil
dren and wished him mauy more yea.re 
of s~rvioe for the Master. Mr. Brinkler, 
in a few words, thanked all concerned 
for the diploma ( which had bean suit
ably framed by the teachers), and 
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aoknowledged hie indebtedneeR to the 
Giver of every good and perfeot gift 
tor,;the strength and graoe wbioh had 
been afforded him during 11,IJ the yesrs 
of work in this department of Chrie
tian servioe. 

PEOKHA.M ROAD (MIZPAH). 
RE·OPENING BERVIOEB. 

ON Sunday, November let, the mem
bers of Mizpah Baptist Chapel held 
their opening eervioes after leaving the 
Central Hall, High-street. Pastor E. 
Thew preached in the morning from 
Haggai ii. 19. In the evening he 
preaohed from the word "Mizpab." 
The ohapel was well filled at this ser
vice, and the oolleotionR for the day ex
ceeded all expect&tions. 

On Thursday evening, November 5th, 
a tea meeting was held in connection 
with the opening eervicee, about forty 
friends being present. At 7.30 the 
pnblio meeting commenoed, when Pas
tor C. Thew presided. After an open
ing hymn and prayer he spoke on the 
nature of the Churoh now worshipping 
here, and then read the covenant, 
which oleady set forth the doctrines 
in which the Church believed. 

The secretary, Mr. Soott, then spoke 
of the way the Lord had led the Church 
during the past six years, and the man
ner in whioh Pastor Thew had come 
into their midst, and how, for the past 
six yeare, he had· laboured amongst 
them, not reoeiving any reward for his 
services, but lookini:- only for the crown 
of glory which his Heavenly Father 
bath promised. Mr. Hythe, of Padding
ton, then spoke briefly on the need of 
waiting on the Lord patiently. 

Mr. Marling, of Camberwell Aged 
Pilgrims' Soohty, then spoke for a 
short time on ~he difficulties the Lord's 
people had to ~nJounter, and urged 
them to pray earnestly for the peaoe 
of J eruealem, and individually they 
would be blessed. A second thought 
he left with them was, Hold fast that 
which thou hast. 

Mr. Diaper expressed his pleasure at 
being present, and spoke briefly from 
the text, "It shall be well with them 
that fear God." 

Each of the deaoons then made a few 
remarke; and after singing "Bleat be 
the tie that binde," and prayer by the 
Pastor, this very enjoyable evening was 
brought to a olose. 

WALTHAM.SOW (MAYNARD ROAD). 
-On Ootober 20th the anniversary of 
the above Churoh was held. Pastor J. 
Chandler, of Prittlewell, was enabled 
to preaoh an exoellent sermon from 
Matt. v. 6 to a good congregation, moat 
of whom stayed to tea. The evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr. S. H. 
Brown, who had known the Pastor 
from a lad, and on which aooount he 

felt a pleaeure in presiding on this 
ocoaeion. lie rejoiced in the manifest 
tokens of the Lord's favour resting 
upon the Churob. The eeoretary'• re
port was full of abundant oauae for 
praise. Memberahip had increased, 
attendance• were good, and tbe financial 
position very satisfactory, having, on 
thc year's working, only 163. deficit. 
The treasurer pleaded for £5 to meet 
some neceB1!ary expenses. Thie amount 
wae not quite realised, about 21d. beinl{ 
necessary to complete it. Messrs. ,J. 
Chandler, E. W. Flegg, and H. D. Tooke 
were eacb. helped to deliver messages 
calculated to comfort, etreogthen, and 
inspire in our service ror the Lord. We 
are seeking to raise eighty half-crowns 
for our dinner fund ; if any friend 
could Bend us one or more or these it 
would ba gratefully acknowledged by 
Pa.•tor E. Rose, 64, Clarendon-road 
Walthametow. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE Autumn Service and Sa.le of Work 
were euccessfnl gatherings. The hall 
and ohapel of the Horneey Rise Home 
were filled, and the proceeds of the day 
were useful to the Benevolent and 
Maintenance Funds. The evening ser
mon was most acceptable, and wa.e 
preached by Mr. J. H. Snow, of Black-

. burn, from Heb. x. H. 
* • 

A Sale of Work, r':iaJieing upwards of 
:£57, has been held at Guildford, and 
the Committee are much encouraged by 
this effort, whioh received the loyal and 
unetinted support of all the Society's 
friends in this beautiful old town. The 
secretary gave a brief address upon the 
work. 

* * 
Hastings friends *have again shown 

their interest in the Institntion by or
ganising 11, Drawing-room Meeting in 
the Albany Hotel, Miss Marchant, the 
local hon. seoretary, rendering valuable 
service. The large room was filled, and 
addresses were given by Mesere. J. H. 
Hallett, S. Oombridge, E. J. Miller, and 
the Secretary, 

* * 
In January next *the Committee will 

advance 187 of the £5 5s. pensioners to 
the £ 7 7e. pension. The total number of 
recipients upon the Society's books is 
1,675, and an unneually large number of 
fresh oases have been nominated. A 
special effort is being made to increase 
the number of small annual eubeorip
tions, and 7e., 10~., and Hs. per annum 
are being received., * 

* Visitors to our Camberwell and Horn-
sey Rise Homes at the recent anniver
saries were delighted to eee our aged 
friends eo oomfortable in their peaceful 
dwellinge, and surrounded by so much 
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to give _them plea.sure. The gardens 
were bright with flowere and are in
creasingly appreciated by the pen
s10ners, some of whom pass hours daily 
m the grounds. As winter approaches 
and the inll!a.tes cannot get out so much: 
th!!Y eepema.!ly value the visits of 
friends. No introduction is needed for 
those who love the ea.me Lord ha~e so 
much in common. 

t.lom Jome. 
NATHAN BROWN. 

In the 54th year of his age the home
call came on Saturday, October 3rd. 
Our departed friend and brother was a 
regular attendant at Meyrick. road 
during our pastorate. He was a true 
Christian, but he could not see his way 
cli:ar for baptism and membership. We 
think our brother had a high ideal of 
what a Church member onght to be. 
He was indeed trusting only in Obrist, 
but he longed for another clear mani
festation of Hie interest in Christ. This 
ea.me in his last illnes8, and he longed 
for the rest and joy of neaven. ., I am 
on the rock," he said ; and," The Lord 
will not leave me now." Our brother 
lived the Ch~ietian life, and many were 
the acts of kindness done by him. The 
funeral service was o~ndncted, at our 
brother's request, by hie former Pastor, 
R. E. Se&re. A large number gathered 
round the grave at the Wandsworth 
Cemetery, where, in sure and certain 
hope of a glorious resurrection, the 
body was laid in the place prepared. 
Much sympathy has been manifest and 
expressed to our sister, the widow, and 
the family-one daughter and two sons. 
May the "Husband of the widow" and 
the•· Father of the fatherless" comfort 
them and guide them in all the future. 
A great sorrow has fallen upon them, 
but "Himself bath done it," and they 
will find it "brighter further on." 
"Your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy." R. E. S. 

THOMAS DURMAN 
passed away on June 7th in his 77th 
year. His one desire through life was 
to know and do the Lord's will. He was 
connected with the Churches atHeaton
roe.d. Bermondsey, Nunhead Green. 
Removing ultimately to Southend, he 
attended the ministry of Mr. Chandler 
2.nd was made a blessing to some of the 
friends there. He evidently felt his 
time was short, for. writing to his son 
in April, he said, " My time here cannot 
be long, and the burden of my heart is 
to know Him." He was taken ill the 
following month, and, though at times 
he seemed mentally afflicted, was able 
to give some expreBsion of the love that 
dwelt in his heart, and he conversed 
pleaeantly of the road over which he 

had travelled. After a few weeks' ill
ne_se he fell asleep in Jesus on June7th. 
His remains were interred in Nunhead 
Cemetery, Mr. Chandler, of Prittlewell 
conducting the service. ' 

At the graveside the friends sung the 
well-known lines, "Give me the wings 
of faith to rise," and left the ground 
wit~ the full assuranoe of meeting him 
again. 

Any friend desirin~ a memorial card 
can have one on wnting to Miss Dw:
man, 10, Campbell-road, Prittlewell. 

LUOY ANN GANDER 

was suddenly oalled home on Aug. 24th. 
Born at Brighton on August 15th 1822 
she had just oompleted her 86th' year: 

She was baptized at Cuokfield in 
June, 1841, and so had been for upwards 
of sixty-seven years a member of a 
Christian Church. 

In the providenoe of God she with 
her husband, was removed to L~ndon 
about 1845, and there spent the remain
der of her life. 

Well known among the Churches 
as Mr. and Mrs. Gander both wer~ 
from thirty to forty years ago, it is 
unfortunate for the purposes of this 
record th'!t none of her oontemporaries 
are accessible, so that some partionlars 
of her Church life might be given, 
Pressed by the writer, she endeavoured 
to set down a few of them a year or 
two since, but said that she found the 
task to~ painful, owing to the many 
memones set up by its oonsideration. 

For some years during the later 
portion of her life she was not in 
membership with any Church but it 
was an unspeakable joy to h~r when 
the Keppel-street Churoh removed to 
Kentish Town, in whioh distriot she 
~'!d lived for many yeare1 and she 
Joined almost at once, reJoioing to 
meet some and the descendants of 
others whom she had known years 
before. With that Church she oon
tinned in active and honourable 
membership until her death, being 
the oldest member in regular attend
ance, as she was blessed by God with 
the retention of all her faculties, ex
cepting for an increasing deafness. She 
was rarely absent from the servioes. 

On the evening of August 23rd (Sun
day) she made ready to go to ohapel as 
usual, but was persuaded not to go, as 
it was a very wet night. She therefore 
retired early, and at about 9.30 a dull 
thud was heard in her room. The oause 
being investigated, it was found that 
she had had a stroke. She never re
covered consoiousness, and after lying 
for almost exaotly twenty-four hours 
her spirit took its departure to be with 
Him whom she had served so long. 

Engaged by familr, oiroumstanoes in 
domestio duties until she was 82, her 
last four years, with all her needs sup-
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plied{ had been epent in quiet reet and 
wait ng, and we who are left behind 
reoall with mingled feelinge her ehrewd 
and kindly eayinge, and her firm and 

uenohleee faith, as thus she eat behind 
her open Bible in thie quiet evening of 
her life. 

All that remained was laid to reet in 
Finohley Oemetery, in glorious eun
ehine, on the morning- of Auguet 29th, 
her laet Paetor, Mr. Eaeter1 officiating, 
and though we who are left oehind can
not think of her life and eudden home
call-and feel that we never ehall thie 
side cf the glory land-without a 
" stirring of the heart like pain," we 
know it should not be eo, for we look 
forward, if not with undimmed eye, yet 
with a sure and certain hope, to a re· 
union that shall last for all eternity 
where " there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying, for the 
former things are paseed away." 

D.E.P.D. 
MR. A. J. MARGERUM, 

whose sudden home-call was briefly 
notified last month, was born in Spald
ing, Lincolnshire, in the year 1832, but 
at an early age he moved with his 
parents to Grimsby. He tells in" Recol
lections and Reflections" which he has 
written, that he was one of thirteen, 
and a very delicate child, eo that it was 
often said be could not live. Yet; in 
the providence of God, he outlived the 
others. His father was a Ba.ptist minis
ter, but, like many with such advan
ta.gee, for some yea.re he himself lived 
regardless · of epiritna.l thingei wa.lking 
according to hie own ino inatione. 
When nearly twenty yea.re of age, while 
on a journey alone, he was caught in a 
severe thunderstorm, during which 
cattle were struck dead close by him, 
and trees uprooted, and then "fear took 
hold upon him." "The next day being 
Lord's-day, he heard hie own brother 
preach from J eremiab xii. 6, and was 
convinced of hie state by nature. He 
was constant on the means of grace." 
He was told to believe. "So," be ea.ye, 
"I did," but it was not that faith which 
is the gift of God-" that fa.itb which is 
the operation of God by the Spirit which 
ttivea pea.oe ihrougb believing." Listen
ing to hie own father, however, prea.ob 
from the words, "The blood of J eaua 
Obrist, Hie Son, olea.naeth us from all 
sin," he was brought into liberty, and 
soon wa.e ba.ptieod by hie father and 
joined the Church. As far a.a oan be 
ga.thered, he began to preaub when 
about twenty-five years of age, though 
it is not quite clear whether, at that 
time, he had distinct views of the doc
trines of grace, It is very interesting 
to read how he became convinced of 
those diaorimina.tive truths ae the result 
of oloee study of the Word of God. Thie 
made him a decided ad vooate of the 
doctrines of free, full, and sovereign 

gra.oe, a.nd a. staunch strict commu
nioniet. It wa.s the writer's privilege 
to bea.r him but once, and he could but 
wish that the decea.sed had been thirty 
yea.re younger.!.. to continue to preach 
snob truth. There wa.s no uncertain 
sound, a.nd it was what he had ta.sted 
and ha.ndled of the Word of life. Our 
friend bad many spheres of labour. He 
wa.a first introduced to the Church at 
Camden Town by the late 0. W. Banke, 
a.nd was there for twelve months, but 
did not settle there. Space will not 
permit us to speak of hie labours at 
Ruabden, Glemaford, Stonehouee, Peck
ham, Prittlewell, Sutton, in !ale of Ely, 
Swansey, Claremont, Forest Gate. It 
is very evident, from what our brother 
baa left behind him, tbat the Lord was 
with him, and that he had many tokens 
that hie ministry was owned and blessed 
of the Lord. Sometimes he wa.s in great 
straits, but the miraculous way in which 
the Lord appeared for him is like 
Elijab'a life over again. 

Coming to the last years of hie life, 
three yea.re a.go be was appointed Non
conformist ohaplain in East London 
Cemetery, and it is very pleasing to 
bear of the high esteem in which he wa.s 
held by all the officials and employees 
with whom he had to do. It was 
my privilege to be more intimately 
acquainted with him during these years, 
and it was often a time of refreshing to 
hea.r him relate bis experience of the 
oovenant faithfulness of God to him. 
He was very decided in his views, a.nd 
no modern views or systems found any 
favour with him-no tinge of pride or 
boast in bis testimony. Many times he 
said, "I have no hope but in God's 
mercy in Christ." It wa.s evident during 
the la.at few months that he was ripen
ing for home. In the early part of Sep
tember be was laid a.aide for a few days. 
I bad several talks with him during 
these days. On one occasion he said, "I 
don't fear death, but I do at times fear 
that which sometimes comes before it." 
He ea.id, on the Frida.y morning, Sep
tember 10th, "The Lord has given me a. 
sweet word this morning-• I am the 
Lord that healetb thee."' I said, "I 
suppose you, like most of us, have your 
favourite portions?" "Yes," he sa.ys, 
"Ieaiab xl.," and he q noted a few verses. 
"Then," be said, "there is John xiv.," 
a.nd I sa.id, "'£here's Ephesia.ns i." 
"Yea," be ea.ys, "what a string of 
blessings is there I " He also said, " I 
am fond cf Psalm ciii. 'All Hie bene
fits.' What a benefit that He should 
permit me to ea.rn my daily bread in my 
77th year I" On Sunday, September 
13th, be went to Tollington Park, a.nd 
preached both morning and evening 
from Exodus xv. 27. Those who bea.rd 
him ea.id it was as if it was his last 
message. He took up bis duties a.gain 
on Monda.y, and continued till Thurs
day, 17th, when be oommitted eight 
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bodies to the grave; went home saying 
he was tired, and, after a little refresh
ment, laid on the couch to rest, but 
paeeeci away without a struggle before 
eight ?'clook. Hie work was done. He 
was simply worn out, and went home 
to be with the Lord. Hie mortal re
mains w~re laid to rest in a family 
grave in the Eaet London Cemetery on 
Thursday, September 24th. A good 
number of friends assembled to eee the 
end. Officials and employees at the 
cemetery were there out of respect to 
him. Even the clergy of the Church of 
En,gland showed th:eir respect to him by 
bemg at the service at the graveside 
and by sending a letter of sympathy 
and condolence to the widow. 

J.P.G:. 
MR. WILLI.1.111 J. WATSON ("Salem" 

Wilton-square). ' 
As intimated in last month's issue, Mr. 
W. J. Watson, the beloved deacon and 
superintendent of school at "Salem" 
Wilton-~quare, Islington, was suddenly 
called home on Saturday evening, Octo
ber 17th. The looal council had ordered 
that the trees surrounding the chapel 
should be lopped, and our brother, 
rather than a. heavy expense should be 
incurred to the Church, characteristi
cally volunteered to do the work him
self, and while doing this he fell, and 
soon after passed away. To use the 
words of our dear bereaved eieter, " he 
throughout gave his life and then 
literally laid it down for Salem," love 
and loyalty to the "King of Salem" 
prompting alL 

Our loved friend wae one of the late 
Pastor's (W. Flack) many "bQye," and 
it was at hia request that he undertook 
work for the Master in the school, and 
lovingly, faithfully filled for over a 
quarter of a century the office of super
intendent. One of his last acts wae to 
prepare the hymns for the Jubilee ser
vices of the school, to which he was 
looking forward with glad and grate
ful antioip&tion. These hymns we shall 
sing (D.v.), as arranged by him, on 
November 29th and December let-the 
occasion referred to. AU old scholars, 
teachers, ana friends who may ~ee these 
lines ere then are speciaUy invited to 
be with us. They will be pecnliady 
welcome, and will give much-needed 
encouragement by their presence at 
this trying time, which, nevertheless 
(and our brother would have it so, I 
know), should be a gladaome · one in 
reviewing fifty years of Sabbath-school 
instruction and blessing. 

Our brother was ever a lover of 
music, always joining intelligentl;r, 
heartily, and, above all, with grace m 
his heart, in the praises of the ~anc
tuary, But-ascribing it all to God's 
grace, as he would do-we write of the 
music of hie feet, that holy rhythm, ae 
he humbly sought to walk with God. 

We are led to write thus ae a friend 
recalls that on one occasion our brother 
remarked to the effect that he had no 
greater desire than to eo live that when 
he e~ould be removed it might be said 
of him, "he walked with God." 

We Cfln, in all einoerity, say that our 
dear friend " walked with God"-" had 
this testimony, that he pleased God" 
To Him be the glory I H3 walked-n~t 
so much. talked. . His utterances were 
ever 011ut1ous, but, partly in consequence 
of that! they were invariably choice 
bespeakmg a genuine de~ire for one'~ 
welfare both ae regards. temporal and 
spiritual things. 

Many can testify to the helpfulness 
of that twink!e in his eye, that loving 
prees!1re of hie hand, that seasonable 
g!ee~mg or god-speed which fell from 
hlB ~lpB as the occasion demanded. 

;Like Enoob, our brother "walked 
with God" iD: family relationship. She 
who knew him as we never could re
~arked, "He had no interest outside 
his home and 'Salem ' apart of course 
~rom hie businesP. But what he wa~ 
m the home and family circle Wfl would 
not attempt to write did we know more 
than we do of this aide of our brother's 
life. It is too tender, and too sacred, 

Ae a deacon he truly " purchased 
unto himself a good degree and great 
boldneee in the faith." Our brethren 
Britton and Davie, hie bereaved ool
leaguee, will miee him much. The great 
supporting, strengthening fact is thie 
howev~r - he walked with God .into 
glory. He did not die; he oontinues to 
walk w: ·. h God ; that is all. " They shall 
walk wi.h Me in white" (P.ev. iii. 4). 
As the little girl said of Enoch, " He 
used to go for walks with God, and one 
day God said to him,' You are a long 
way from home; come in and etaywith 
Me' and he went." , 

Nothing more, and nothing Iese, hae 
happened to brother Watson. Yet we 
sorrow. May the God of all comfort 
continue to enwrap the widow and the 
dear boy and girl with Hie love and 
sympathy, and help us each to more 
wholeheartedly serve our Lord, · · 

We conclude with the words our 
brother eo significantly and propheti• 
cally need at the public meeting of the 
Church anniversary the same week ae 
he went home. He had made a cheery 
and reminiscent speech, and then 
quoted:-

"We are travelling home to God 
In the way the fathers trod; 
They are happy now, and we 
Soon their happiness shall see." 

Mr. G. W. Clark (hie old Pastor) and 
Mr. W. H. Bose (once of "Salem"), 
officiated at the grave. On Lord's-day 
evening; October 25th, the writer en
deavoured to lead the sorrowing ones 
from the grave to the glory ae · he 
preached from Rev, vii. 10. W, K. P. 
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