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GOSPEL STANDARD.
B JANUARY, 1889.

_1\rIA\TT. v. 6; 2 Tiv. 1. 9; Roum, x1. 7; Acts vir, 37, 38; MarT. xxvrr. 19.

EDITOR'S NEW YEAR’S ADDRESS.

ANOTHER year has passed away. Eighteen hundred and eighty-
cight is for ever gone. It is one hundred and eleven years since
time was recorded by the figure seven three times repeated. Who
can tell the numbers that have been mown down by the scythe
of death and entered upon a never-ending eternity since that time,
and whose bodies have returned to the dust from which they
were taken. But where, O where are the great majority of their
souls? “Man giveth up the ghost,and where is he ?”” (Job xiv.10.)
The numbers that have passed away during this period of one
hundred and eleven years is beyond our powers of calculation,and
we question if there is in existence an arithmetician who would
attempt to define the numbers of those who have during that
long seagon passed from this earth, where they once lived, moved,
and acted, as the present generation do, into a never-ending
eternity.

In order to record the year that is now passed it was neces-
sary to use the fizure eight three times in succession, and 1t will
be one hundred and eleven years before the figure nine will be
needed to be three times repeated. Immense and almost innumer-
able as are the present inhabitants of this terrestrial globe, they
will before that period arrives be nearly all of them swept by
the hand of death from off this earth; and if we may judge of
their future state by the way in which both professors and pro-
fane of the present day live, move, and act, may we not safely
conclude that hell with her gaping mouth will have swallowed
up most of them, and, as in all generations past, only a remnant
will have been saved by the sovereign, invincible, discriminating
grace of God. This declaration may be solemn, but it is, accord-
ing to the Word of God, no less true.

Death pays no respect to persons. With all the skill and atten-
tion that could be procared for the two late German Empercrs,
they have both been removed during the past year by the irre-
sistible hand of death. God's hand, whether sent in judgment or
mercy, is not to be resisted. We are poor judges in mauy things
of what is for our national good. During the past summer, with
such a long continuance of rain, many regarded it as a judgment
from heaven; but in some of the large towns, especially iu the
North, where water had long been very scarce and a famine seemed

No. 637. B



6 THE GOSPEL STANDARD,—1889,

almost inevitable, the incessant rains proved to be a great provi-
dential mercy. In the same dispensation God may have a pur-
posc of merey to some and a purpose of judgment or correction
to others; asweread: “By watering he wearieth the thick cloud;
he scattereth his bright cloud; and it is turned round about by
his counsels; that they may do whatsoever he commandeth them
upon the face of the world in the earth. He causeth it to come,
;vlheltge)r for correction, or for his land, or for mercy.” (Job xxxvii.

After a long scason of rain we were favoured with a continu-
ation of fine and splendid weather, until the whole of the harvest
was gathered in, upon the whole, in fairly good condition; which
proved also an excellent time for preparing the land and putting
in the seed. This was indeed most acceptable to the nation gene-
rally, and we trust many viewed this interposition of God with
thankfulness; for such kindness calls for songs of gratitude from
tGl—le sons of men, and especially from the sons and danghters of

od.

Trials and afflictions of various kinds may have come upon ns
during the past year, and some of them may have been of a sore
and grievous nature. Death may have taken away a beloved
husband, wife, child, or near and dear friend. Losses in business
and cross providences may have come upon many of the Lord’s
dear children; but these things will not continue for ever; the
end must come,—the end of trials, the end of the world, and the
end of time. This Paul, in the midst of trials and changes, en-
deavoured to impress upon the people of God, saying, *“ The time
1s short; 1t remaineth that both they that have wives be as though
they had none; and they that weep, as though they wept not;
and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that
buy, as though they possessed not; and they that use this world,
as not abusing it; for the fashion of this world passeth away.”
(1 Cor. vii. 29-31.) ‘

Seeing, then, that all these things are temporal and fleeting, we
will not at this time dwell upon them, but pass on to a subject
of far greater, yea, of infinite importance as regards our state and
standing before God, and upon what our hope beyond the grave
is founded.

Whatever position we may occupy in the church of Christ
whether as ministers or hearers, the great requisite in all our
movements and actions is sincerity and nprightness. In ministers
of God there should be nothing feigned, nothing hypocritical,
nothing deceptive about our ministrations and conduct; for as
the Word of God and the grace which we preach is pure, holy,
and incorruptible; so also should be our motives and object in
preaching it. The Lord will not own that which is feigned; he
scarcheth it out and exposes it as he did the wife of Jeroboam when
shie went to the prophet Ahijah and feigned herself to be another
woman; for even before she could utter a word God had revealed
to ihe prophet her hypocrisy, and the man of God said to her,
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“(lomo in, thou wifo of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself to
bo anothor?”’ (1 Kings xiv. 6.) In hearers of the Word of God
and professed followers of the Lord Jesus Christ sincerity and
uprightness of heart should be their aim.

The desire of the true followers of the Lamb is that their own
souls may prosper, that the souls of their brethren may prosper,
and that the word of the Lord from thec lips of his own servants
may prosper, that sinners, through the instrumentality of preach-
ing, may hear and believe on the name of the only-begotten Son
of God. Ifthe heart be not sincere, the mind upright and spiritnal,
and if God's glory is not sought either by minister or hearers, there
is nothing that is lovely and pure in the sight of the Lord, and
nothing that is truly commendable, lovely, and pure in the eyes
of God’s truly humbled, broken-hearted people, who cry, from
their inmost souls, as David did, “Let integrity and uprightness
preserve me; for I wait on thee.”

Where the grace of God dwells, whether in ministers or hearers,
there certainly will be a good deal of heart-searching and soul-
examination; for such are assured they cannot hide themselves,
their motives, nor ways from Him whose eyes run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, beholding the evil and the good.
They are inwardly convinced of the trath of the Scripture, “ Thou
God seest me;” and when their minds are solemnized with holy
awe at the infinite knowledge and omnipresence of God, they say
from the depths of their soul, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit?
or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into
heaven, thou art there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, thon art
there. If Itake the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter-
most parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and
thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall
cover me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the dark-
ness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day; the
darkness and the light are both alike to thee.” (Ps. cxxxix. 7-12.)

1f sincerity and uprightness before God are such essential requi-
sites in ministers and the followers of the Lamb, they are equally
needful and essential in an Editor, especially in one who, though
he never sought for it, holds the position we now do. In sending
forth another Annual Address to our spiritual readers, cur prayer
1s that God may give uprightness and integrity of heart, that we
may write that and that only which will bear strict Scriptural
investigation and prove for the good of immortal souls, as well
as for the honour and glory of his great name. The Scripture
declares, “ Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. xiv. 23); and
a8 God will not own anything but what springs from his own
Spirit and power, nor seal home upon the hearts of his own peo-
Ple. that which is counterfeit or hypocritical, may he enable us to
write, and you, beloved brethren, to read what we write as in the
Presence of that great God who is essentially holy, and of whom
his dear Son declared, *“ God is a Spirit; and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” (Jno. iv. 24.)
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There are two great subjects before our mind which are of the
ntmosl importance, the knowledge of which is necessary to salva-
tion, cternal life, and etcrnal happiness. We say {wu subjecty
arce before our mind, yet they are inseparable from each other;—
we mean the Incarnate and written Word of God. To receive and
nodcerstand these things aright we need the life of God in our
hearts and the Spirit of faith in exercise in our souls; for “with-
out faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to
God must belicve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.” (Heb. xi. 6.)

By the Incaruate Word we mean the Person, the glorious
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s only-begotten Son,—be-
gotten before all worlds, begotten of the lfather by eternal
generalion, who has said, “If ye believe not that I am he, ye
shall die in your sins.” (Jno. viii. 24.) Simply, beautifully, and
clearly has John, in the first chapter of his gospel, spoken of
the Deity, Eternity, and Sonship of the Lord Jesus: *““In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.”
(Jno. i. 1, 2.) Beloved friends, how essential 1t is that we should
have a spiritual and gracious knowledge of his Person. This
is the foundation of all real religion. If we possess this,
we possess the kernel of all true godliness, and however much
unbelief, sin, Satan, and professing men of corrupt minds may
dispute this foundation of onr faith, the Holy Spirit will give us
power to hold fast that which we have received. The knowledge
of this in our poor souls is of more value to us than all the riches,
splendour, and honours of this world; for, said Christ, ““This is
life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (Jno. xvii. 3.) Faith and
knowledge go together; but all men have not faith, at least they
have not this special faith to know the Liord Jesus Christ as God
liternal ; consequently, there being a difference between them, the
children of God cannot walk nor talk with any pleasure, comfort,
.or profit with those who are ignorant and deny the Foundation
and Fountain of faith. This secret realized in our sonls and
maintained and nourished there by the power of the Holy Ghost
separates us not only from the ungodly world, but from almost
all professors; for although they mention Christ as a Saviour
they reduce him to the level of a creature, and so fulfil the
Scripture: “Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one
as thyself.” (Ps. L 21.)

But the Eternal Word, the Son of God, became incarnate, and
took upon him flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. How
beautifully John distinguishes between his Deity and humanity:
“The Word was made Hlesh, and dweltamong us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father,) full
of grace and truth.” (Jno.i.14.) This Incarnate Word John
tasted, handled, and felt, and of this he wrote; which thingsare
handed down to be kept by & living faith in the souls of those
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who have tasted of the grace, love, and preciousness of the Lord
Jesus; and if we have eaten his flesh and drunk his blood we
ghall endeavour to hold these things as being essential to our
eternal salvation.

Our souls having been quickened and spiritnal life implanted
in them, we have evidence that the incarnation, obedience, blood-
shedding, and death of the Lord Jesus Christ was all wrought
for us. What could he do more than to suffer the wrath of God,
satisfy justice, magnify the law and make it honourable, shed his
own heart’s blood, and lay down his blessed and precious life for
the salvation of our souls? Does not the knowledge and hope
of this lay us under deep and incessant obligations to live not
after the flesh but after the Spirit, to honour him in our bodies,
souls, and spirits, which are his, to fear his holy and cver-adorable
name, to love him, serve him, and worship him as the Lord our
God; for such he is to us, if he has communicated to our souls
one grain of grace, one spark of spiritual life, if he has drawn
us after him with holy desire, and endeared himself at times to
us as the chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether lovely ?
If we know Christ aright we shall know his love, and love above
all other graces in the soul has a spiritnal and constraining in-
fluonce, which directs the heart, mind, and affections to the
Object from whence it came. We cannot know the love of Christ
without knowing his Person, and we cannot know Christ aright
without knowing his love; and O, sweet thonght, if we know
his Person and know his love, then may we, with the greatest
safety, conclude that he hath redeemed us unto God with his own
blood, and made us kings and priests unto God and the Father.
For love and grace like this we may well say of the Lord Jesns,
“To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

This religion in the soul, this knowledge, this faith, this Lope
in God’s Incarnate Son must and will of necessity cut us off from
all erroneous doctrines, all erroneous preachers, and all erroneons
professors. If we have a secret and choice religion in our souls,
we shall want a choice and spiritual people to walk and talk with.
Our best companions will be those whose conversation savours
of the life, power, and Spirit of Christ, and whose outward walk
and separation from the world, its maxims and customs testify
that they have been with Jesus and learned of him who is meek
and lowly in heart, and that they have found and desire again
and again to find in him rest to their souls. Such persons are
seldom to be found; they are not to be met with by dozens in every
street, in every alley, nor in every honse. Seldom indeed are such
to be found in kings’ palaces, in the mansions of the rich, or
amongst the noble and wise men of the earth; for “ye see your
calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
Lot many mighty, not many noble, are called; but God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and



10 THE GOSPEL STANDARD,—1889.

things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things
which are not, to bring to nought things that ave; that no flesh
should glory in his presence.” (1 Cor. 1. 26-29.)

Those who are favoured to know the intrinsic worth and
blesseduess of the religion we have just named, ave favoured and
honoured of God, and they arc called his children; for they are
his sons and his daughters; and though not of the earth, they
are kings and queens in the earth,—they are princes and prin-
cesses, and are truly the great and noble; for they are heirs of
God and joint-heirs with Jesns Christ.

The knowledge of Christ, faith in him, and everything that
is gracious and good will be tried as by fire. Temptations,
sinkings of soul, and fear of deception will rush in as a flood;
but they never can destroy the spark of life and the living prin-
ciple of faith, however small it may be; therefore, when the
enemy comes in like a flood, may the Lord give us power to come
boldly to the throne of grace to make our cases known, that we
may obtain fresh mercy, and grace to help us in time of need.
® There is also the written Word of God, the inspired Oracle, in
which we have a revelation of God and his Son Jesus Christ.
The written Word is a revelation of what God has done and of
what he will do; but the Incarnate Word existed before the
written Word was given. The written Word was not given to
the sons of men until long after the fall of man; but the Incarnate
Word created heaven and earth and all things that are therein
before one word of the Scriptures was written: ‘“By the Word
of the Lord (that is the Incarnate Word) were the heavens made;
and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.” (Ps.
xxxiii. 6.) The written Word declares when and how God made
all things: “In the beginning God created the heavensand the
earth” (Gen. i. 1); and years afterwards the Holy Ghost inspired
Moses to write and give an accurate account of the works of God
in creation; and under the same Spirit David was inspired to
write the book of Psalms, and in one Psalm, namely the 104th,
he names almost all the wonderful works of God in creation,
from the highest archangel to the little birds and the small fishes
of the sea.

In the works of creation we see God’s eternal power and God-
bead; but what comfort would this bring to our guilty souls,
what foundation could we find in these things, seeing they are
all to be burned up, what way of escape from the wrath to come
could ever have reached us, if God had not revealed to usin the
Seriptures his purposes of grace and mercy to fallen sinners?
It is in his written Word that we read his mind, his will, his
purposes of grace, and his plan of salvation. In his Word it is
shown in a thousand instances what his grace has accomplished
in bringing sinners to the knowledge of his name, convincing
them of sin, bringing them down in prayer and supplication to
his feet, and in revealing mercy, salvation, and forgiveness of sins
to their souls; and here, asin a glass, we see that he 18 unchange-
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able in his ways and acts of grace to all who are drawn to him
through his beloved Son. What he was to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, what he was to Moses, David, and the prophets, what he
was to the apostles and primitive converts, many of whom were
the very murderers of Christ, in brioging them to seek his king-
dom, know his Person, call upon his name, and in giving them
repentance and remission of sins; such, beloved brethren, is he
to us to this very day, and to all who are quickened and called
Ly his Spirit; as the apostle says: “Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.” As then in the strength of
Lis Spirit we are enabled to believe the written Word and feel
our souls drawn after the Lord, we are inspired with hope that
the same heaven, happiness, and eternal glory which the spirits
of just men made perfect now inherit we shall also enter into;
for he is faithful that promised, who also will do it.

It is against the inspiration of the Scriptures that hardened
professors and ministers of the present day set their faces like a
flint. Some deny one part of the Word of God and some another;
but they will never be able to alter, much less to overthrow what
God has caused to be written for our learning; for Christ has
said, ‘“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shal:
not passaway.” (Matt. xxiv. 35.) Therefore, having, through grace
and faith, received and believed the Word of God as his revealed
mind and will, we are to measure everything, both ministerially
and experimentally, by this unerring standard.

First. By this unerring standard we are to measure and weigh
the preaching of those who profess to be ministers of Christ.
You are not bound to receive all who stand up in the Lord’s
name, becanse they have on a white tie and a parsonic dress. It
is not the outward appearance, nor even the words that men
may preach, that commends them to the heart and consciences of
God’s tried and Spirit-taught people; nor are you to be carried
away with men who may clearly and fluently preach the doctrines
of grace; but to wait and watch whether power accompanies the
word they speak, and whether the Spirit brings it home in
demonstration and power to the heart; for there may be much
preaching without power, much doctrine without savour, enticing
words without life, grace contended for and yet no grace felt,
eitherin the pulpit or in the pew. But when the Holy Ghost takes
of the things of Christ, reveals them and applies them to the
heart of a real servant of God, and he speaks of the things which
h.e has tasted, handled, and felt, which things are from time to
time revived in his own soul and brought home to him with
freshnees and sweetness, and as these things fall from his lips
Into your poor trembling souls, melting your hearts, humbling
your spirits, raising up confidence and creating faith and courage,
then have you assurance that such men are called to preach the
word of the Lord.

True, you may not always feel, even from the lips of & God-
sent servant, the power and grace of which we have been speaking.
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Carelcssness, prayerlessness,indifference, worldly-mindedness, love
of the world, temptations, and besetting sins will bring a child
of God into a state of death and darkness, for which the Liord
holds back the face of his throme, withdraws his presence,
and withholds the drops of dew and the small rain of his strength.
Barrenness, which inevitably follows these things, and the lack
of dew and moisture that should accompany the word to your
souls, is not to be laid upon the minister or the ministry; the
cause is in yoursclf. Such have need to fall down before God
and cry, with Jeremiah of old, “Let us search and try cur ways,
and turn again to the Lord.” (Lam. iii. 40.) In such cases as wo
have named reproof and rebuke, admonition and caution, the
sword to wound and the rod to correct, the rending of the caul
of the heart and the chastiscment which is sure to follow,—
these things are more needful in the ministry of the word than
preaching consolation and peace.

It is indeed desirable when going to'hear the preached word
to first ask the Lord to be with his servant, to bless the word as
it may fall from his lips, to grant a crumb of mercy, a stream of
living water, to let fall a word of comfort for one’s present needs
and conformation of what has been realized in the past; for God
has said: “To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and
of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”” (Isa.lxvi.2.)
Many hearthe word of God preached who neither pray forthe min-
ister nor their own souls, and by their light and trifling spirit it is
manifest to God’s Spirit-taught, exercised people, that they have
never had any real trouble nor real comfort, no real sorrow and
no real joy, no cendemnation by the law nor justification through
the gospel, no real casting down through sin and guilt, nor any
real lifting up through grace, peace, and pardon; and unless God
should be pleased to awaken them to a sense of their danger and
implant in their soulshis Spirit and grace, they willlive and die in
impenitence and darkness, hardened under the very gospel by
which others have been convinced of sin, brought to know
the Lord Jesus Christ, and experienced in their souls the joy of
salvation; for “blessed is the people that know the joyful
sound.”

The ministry of the word divides, or should divide, between
the living and the dead, between those who are whole and those
who are wounded and need the good Physician, between the
dead in sin and the living in Jerusalem, between the world and
the church; for all who are not of the church, and truly and
vitally nnited to Christ, be they who or what they may, they are
of the world.

This, then, is the position of a servant of God when he stands
up in the Lord’s name to proclaim and preach his separating
word, and truly solemn is it for thoge who sit in the pew to listen
to the undeviating, unbending word of God when they hear the
solemn distinction made between the righteons and the wicked,
the sheep and the goats, those who are in the way to heaven and
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those who are in the way to hell, between those who will at the
coming of the great Judge stand at his right hand and that vast
multitude who will stand at his left hand,—the former to hear
the invitation, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world,”
and the latter to hear the final sentence, ‘“Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and hisangels.”

Secondly. Our own experience is to be measured by this un-
erring standard,—the Word of God. Has it ever been brought
bhome with convincing power to our souls? Have we received it,
as the Thessalonians did, ‘‘not as the word of men, but as it is
in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe?” (1 Thess. ii. 13.) Have we, by a living faith,
received with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save
our souls? If so, “Of his own will begat he ns with the word of
iruth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”
(Jas. i. 18.) Have we, in the love and power of it, received thig
incorruptible seed into our hearts? If so, then, notwithstanding
all the changes, exercises, and temptations that we are passing
through, we must, as Peter says, have been ‘born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.” (1. Pet. i. 23.)

Has the Word of the Lord been made a light to our path and
a lamp to our feet? Have we rejoiced in it as one that findeth
great spoil? Have we hid his word in our heart that we should
not sin against him? In our times of trial and temptation, dark-
ness, and soul-desertion, can we look back and say, ‘“This is my
comfort in my affliction, for thy word hath quickened me?” Can
we say with Jeremiah, even when we are in trial and affliction,
“Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart?” (Jer.xv.16.) Have
we, whilst reading or hearing the word, experienced what Cor-
nelius and his kinsmen felt when Peter preached the gospel to
them? For we read: “The Holy Ghost fell on all them that heard
tho word.” Has Christ at any time, with sweetness and power,
dropped a Scripture into our guilty consciences, saying, “Now
are ye clean through the word which I have spoken unto you?"”
If so, our souls will be bound to the Word, and we shall be ena-
bled to keep it and hold it fast; it will be our life, our treasure,and
the foundation of our faith and hope; and we shall continue in the
word of Christ, and prove ourselves to be his disciples; for by
these things he binds our souls to himself, and by his Spirit
teaches us the way wherein we should walk; and thus the Scrip-
ture is fulfilled: “Train up & child in the way he should go; and
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” (Prov. xxii. 6.)

Trials you may have; sorrows of some kind you must have.
Of what nature, weight, and duration they shall be God has not
said; but he has declared that in the world we shall have tribu-
lation; but this, at the longest, can only endure for a short time;
for saith the apostle: “Qur light affliction, which is but for &
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moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory” (2 Cor. iv. 17); and the “word of the Lord endureth
for ever.” Thus the Word abides and ever will abide in the souls
of those who have realized it, and have eaten and drunk it, and
proved the truth of the Saviour’s words: “Man shall not live by
bread alone. but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God.” (Matt. iii. 4.)

What is it that has separated us from the mere formal professors
of the day? What is it that has made the great distinction be-
tweentheliving and the dead ? Is itnot the Spirit and power of the
Word brought into our never-dying'souls? Has not thisseparated
usfrom the ungodliness,and the ways, maxims, and cnstomsof the
world, whether professing or profane? Has it not in the past
and does it not in the present have a controlling influence over
our lives, our actious, our thoughts, in the midst of our families,
amongst our friends, in conversation, in business, in the market-
place, and in every position that o child of God may occupy
whilst in this vale of tears? If not, where is the evidence that
we are born again? Where is the difference between ourselves
and the world? What right have we to take the Saviour’s name
npon our lips? What reason have we to believe that we have
passed from death unto life and are in the way to heaven? What
proof have we that the Saviour died for us? What prospect of
lifting up our heads in eternal joy? What reason have we to be-
lieve that Christ has redeemed us,—that we have any interest in
hisdeath,resurrection, and intercession at God’sright hand ? What
reason indeed have we to suppose that our names are enrolled in
the Lamb’s book of life? If we know not any of these things we
may justly conclude we bear nothing but the marks of a repro-
bate.

A body of sin and death we have to carry, and sins of every
kind work within us; the lustings of the flesh are incessant and
the evils of the heart innumerable; so that the child of God, who
is well acquainted with the evils that dwell within, hardly dare
express to the Lord’s people what he feols himself to be the sub-
ject of; for he often thinks, were he to do so, they would think
him some uncommon, graceless wretch, destitute of the true
marks of a saint and bearing all, the marks of a reprobate; so
that frequently when amongst the children of God he has tosay
with one of old, “I was dumb with silence.” (Ps. xxxix. 2.)
This is for the trial of faith. These are things which the Spirit
of God gradually unfolds to show us what is in our corrupt nature
and what we have inherited throngh the fall; and thus the Word
of God is fulfilled in us: “When he (the Comforter) is come, ho
will reprove the world of gin, and of righteousness, and of judg-
ment.” (Jno. xvi. 8.)

But these things alter not the fact of our having realized the
Word of God in our souls in the love and light and power of it,
nor are we contented that these dreadful things work in us and
that this dismal scene is before our eyes. There is a principle
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in our hearts which would not have it so. We would be spiri-
tunlly-minded, we would repent, we wounld mourn over sin, we
would love Christ, we would feel our consciences clean, we would
live without sinning against him, we would be assured that we
are real saints, we would live always in the enjoyment of our elec-
tion and under the gracious persuasion that our names are written
in the Lamb’s Book of Lifo; but we have to experience our sin-
fulness, the desperate and abominable evils of our nature, and
that they work in us to bring us into the heart-felt experience
of Paul in the seventh chapter of Romans where he says, “The
good that I would I do not; but the evil which I wonld not, that
I do;"—*“To will is present with me; but how to perform that
which is good I find not.” In this way we become more and more
matured 1n knowledge of what a saint is or should be, and more
and more matured in the knowledge of ourselves; so that in our
own eyes we become the chief of sinners.

Thus, beloved friends, this compound experience is after all
nottheexperience of a reprobate, not the experience of a hypocrite,
not the experience of a deceived character, not the experience of
the thorny-ground aud way-side hearers; but the compound ex-
perience of a living sonl, of a child of God, of the living in
Jerusalem, and'of those who will at last be delivered from the
bondage of corraption into the glorious liberty of the children
of God. -

That we may during the present year be constrained, through
grace, to think less of the things of time and sense and be made
and kept more alive to the importance of knowing God aright
and being found in Christ, whether he shall come in the first
watch, at the cock-crowing, or in the morning, is the prayer of

Yours affectionately,
THE EDITOR.

PripE swells the haughty mind of man with indignation against
the truths of Jehovah; that salvation is wholly of grace, free favour,
and unmerited love. The unconditional election of God the Father
by Jesus Christ is contrary to the proud, vain thoughts of man; there-
fore man is against this, for it leaves him nothing whereof to glory in
himself that he has done or can do to fulfil terms and conditions to
gain an interest in salvation or procure a title to glory.—Mason.

WaAr was the cause of the Pharisee in the temple thanking
God that he was no extortioner, nor unjust, nor even as the poor pub-
llua_n ? I answer, he did not know his own heart; and it is a fiery law
\\“hlch discovers sin under the quickening operations of the Holy
Ghost, which had Le known he would, with Paul, have said, “I am
the chief of siuners.”— Rusk.

Wi daily and hourly feel the workings of mighty sins, raging
lusts, powerful temptations, and besetting evils, against the least and
{eeblest of which we have no strength; but as the eye of faith views
our blessed Lord at the right hand of the Father, we are led by the
Power of his grace to look unto him, hang upon him, and seek help
out of him.—J. C. Philpot.
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THE HIDINGS OF GOD’S FACE.

BY RUSEK.

¢ Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.”
—TIsa. xuv. 15,

Gop made man upright; for he was made in the image of God,
created in righteousness and true holiness; but it does not ap-
pear that he stood long in this state; for “man being in honour
abideth not; he is like the beasts that perish.” (Ps. xlix. 12.)
Nevertheless while he thus stood he enjoyed sweet communion
with his God, and could converse with him more freely than any
of us can converse with each other; as you will find recorded in
the book of Genesis. What delightful work this must have been;
but the scene is now altered. Adam ate the forbidden fruit; and
then lost the image of God and was changed into Satan’s image.
Then, instead of wisdom, which he had in a wonderful way to
know, although asleep, that Eve was taken out of himself and
also to give names to every living thing suitable to their nature,
—1 say instead of being thus wise, ignorance takes its place, and
be tries to hide himself from the presence of God behind one of
the trees in the garden. Slavish fear took hold of him, and he
knew that he was naked ;—not what we gemerally mean by the
word naked, for so he was before. Hence you read that “the
man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.” But
now, having lost this adorning of the soul, which was the Holy
Ghost, shame takes its place, and to work they both go, sewing
fig-leaves together to make themselves aprous, and thus to cover
themselves with a covering, but not of God’s Spirit, which was
adding sin to sin; and here began all dead works whieh are so
offensive iu the sight of God.

But let it be observed that although the fall of Adam affects
every individual that ever came or shall come into this world, he
being their federal head and representative; yet God, according
to his eternal purpose, had a chosen people in his dearly-beloved
Son from everlasting, and their standing, so as never finally to
perish, but to be restored again to God’s image, was secured to
them in Christ Jesus. Hence the promise to Adam, “The seed
of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.”

Sin caused God first of all to hide his face. Hence we read
that “the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.” Adam
did evil in eating of the tree of which God eommanded him not
to ecat. Hence the prophet Isaiah tells us that sin separates be-
tween us and our God, and that our iniquities cause him to hide
his face from us.

Now what I want to show is this:

I. How sin is removed from God'’s elect, so as to canse them to
enjoy bis presence and approbation again.

I1. How we are to know when we have the smiles of God, and
what are the blessed effects of his face being toward us.

I1I. Show that however highly-favoured any of God's family
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may be by him thus visiting their souls, yet if they live any
timo in this world and are not taken directly home to their
Ifather's kingdom, they shall find it a truth that God hides his
face from them; for our text says: “Verily thou art a God that
hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.”

Lastly. T will endeavour to show that he is the God of cvery
true Israelite, and their Saviour, although he thus hides hjs face.

I. I am to show how sin is removed from God's elect, so as to
cause them to enjoy the presence and approbation of God again.
If you read Gen. iii. 24 you will find there recorded the dreadfal
consequence of sin, and that strict justice keeps the sinner at a
distance from all communion and fellowship with the Almighty:
“So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the
garden cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every
way, to keep the way of the tree of life.” We will, therefore, en-
deavour to point out the way in which every obstacle is removed
both for ns and in us, so that God can smile upon us azain; and
all this in a way of strict justice.

There were six things which stood in the way of our enjoying
communion with God, which I shall briefly mention. The first,
as I have said, wassin, and sin separates. This is an infinite evil,
because it is committed against an infinite Being. In the bo»i
of Job you read that our iniquities are infinite; and when Lli
reproved his sons for their wickedness, he said, “If one man sin
against amother, the judge shall judge him; but if a man sin
against the Lord, who shall intreat for him ?”” (1 Sam. ii. 25.) We
all know that a crime is magnified or diminished according to the
greatness of the person; it is not viewed as so great an offence to
offend a beggar as to offend a king. Hence you read in Job, “Is
it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are
ungodly ? How much less to him that accepteth not the persons
of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor?” (Job
xxxiv. 18, 19.) Second. Death stood also in the way, for by sin
came death: “In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die;” not a temporal death, for Adam still lived, but it was a
death spiritaal which seized every faculty of his soul, and he was
alienated from the life of God and under the power of Satan,
exposed to death temporal and death eternal; for ‘“the soul
that sinneth it shall die.” Third. A broken law stood in the way,
as we read: YCursed is every one that continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of the law to do them.”
(Gal. iii. 10.)

Thus sin, death, and a broken law stood right in the way of
God displaying his love and mercy to his elect, because, fourthly,
1t must be domne in a way of strict justice, and justice stood also
In the way. God will nevershow love and mercy toany but in &
way consistent with bis nature, so that all his perfections shall
agree and harmonize together. Hence, as 1 told you, this flaming
sword turned every way to kcep the way of the trec of life, and
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God declares that this sword shall come down upon Iduwen, tha
people of his curse, to judgment, and, as before observed, we are
all exposed to the curse and the sword of justice. Tifth. Truth
stood 1n the way: “God is not a man, that he shonld lie; neither
the son of man, that he should repent; hath le said, and shall he
not do it? or hatlt he spoken, and shall he not make it good P’
(Numb. xxiii. 19.) Heaven and earth shall pass away, but his
word shall not passaway. Lastly. God's honour and glory stood
in the way. Heloved his elect with an everlasting love; but will
never display this love but upon honourable terms and for his own
glory, so that there shall be no clashing in the perfections of God.

We all know, even amongst men, that if one were to arise and
show great kindness, and be very liberal and free to the poor, yet
if this same man were deeply in debt to others, we should say it
becomes him to be just before he ia generous; and this would mar
all the vest and infringe upon his honour and glory. Jesus Christ,
God’s co-equal Son, entered into covenant with his heavenly
T'ather 10 become incarnate, and to remove, for our sakes, every
difficulty out of the way; and therefore these six things, which
must for ever have kept us at an infinite distance, are now re-
moved by his life, death, resaurrection, and glorious ascension.

1. Stn is effectually removed by the Son of God: *““Who hisown
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.” (1 Pet. ii. 24,)
This was not universal or indiscriminately for all the children of
men; and therefore you may see how well the Holy Ghost guards
it against the Arminians by saving, “our sips.” Again: “Jt
pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief; when
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed,
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall
prosper in his hand.” (Isa. liii. 10.) God the Father is very often
set before us by the enemy of our souls as foll of anger and
wrath, but it is not so; for he is as full of love to his children as
the Son. Hence Christ said, ‘““The Father himself loveth you;”
but how hard do we find it to believe this! Daniel tells us of the
finishing stroke which the Lord Jesns Christ accomplished in the
cternal destruction of this great enemy,—Sin: “Seventy wecks
are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish
the transgression, and to make an end of sins.” (Dan. ix. 24.)
Sironger language could not possibly be used; for we all know
that to finish anything is to leave nothing undons. and to make
an end 18 to complete; and this was all done for us by the Son of
God, whom the prophet calls the Messiah, who he says shall be
cut off, but not for himself. ,

Then again, Christ destroyed Satan,—the whole cause ol sin;
for he first sinned; as we read: *“The devil sinneth from the ke-
gioning;” and then, by tempting our first parents, he drew usall
away from God: ‘“By one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin” (Rom. v. 12); bat Jesus Christ fully conquered
and destroyed him. Hence you read that“ through death (through
the suffcrings and death of God the Son) e destroyed him who
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had tho power of death.” Yes, Jesus Christ has, in our nature,
glory be to his Name, full power, being the First and the Last,
the Almighty, and he has destroyed the devil and all his works,
—not by annihilating him; no, he would jump for joy at this;
but by destroying him with everlasting destruction. Hence you
read that all the ungodly, with him, shall saffer, only he will be
gupreme in misery: “Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels.”” I have often thought how
verymortifying itmust be tothese proud spirits to be so completely
conquered by the Son of God in our nature; and that we, who
onee were slaves to the devil and sin, tiken captive by them,
should, ere long, judge them; as it is written: “Know ye not
that we shall judge angels?” (1 Cor. vi. 3.)

ii. Jesus Christ has destroyed death; he removed this out of
the way also as well as sin. Death is sin’s wages: “The wages
of sin 18 death,” Say some, “Death is a very trifling thing. We
must all die, and some die very easy.” It may be soin your view,
but this arises from insensibility, Satan having blinded your
eyes; but it i3 not 8o to a sensible sinner whom God has quick-
ened and made to believe his Word; for to him it is a very
weighty thing. *“The captive exile hasteneth that he may be
loosed, and that he should not die in the pit (the pit of corrup-
tion which he now feels), nor that his bread (Jesus Christ, the
Bread of Life) should fail” (Isa. 1i. 14); that is, lest he shoanld
come short and fail after all his profession of the grace of God.
His great fear is lest he is not one for whom Christ died, and lest
he has been deceived by the devil with a fictious experience; for
if this were his case he well knows that he would have no partin
the first resurrection, and consequently the second death would
have power over him.

It may be asked, What is death? Temporal death is a separa-
tion between soul and body: “The body without the spirit is
dead.” “Itis appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment” (Heb. ix. 27); and no man living can possibly alter
this, so a3 to keep death back one moment after the appointed
time: “Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth?
are not his days also like the days of an hireling?’ (Job vii. 1.)
Yes; and therefore Job says again, “All the days of my ap-
pointed time will I wait, till my change come.” To this also
Solomon agrees when he declares that “no man hath power
over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power
In the day of death; and there is no discharge in that war.”
(E.cclos. viii. 8.) Then again, throngh Adam’s fall we arc all
spuritually dead, and it was this spiritual death which was the
cause of {emporal death and its awful consequences. Hence God
told Adam, “In the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
(Splritually) die,” which took place directly he had eaten. All
men by nature are in this sleep of death. Death is a separation
from God, in which state all men are by nature, “alienated
from $he life of God,” and far from him by wicked works, taken
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captive by Satan at his will, under the just sentence of the curse
of the Jaw which ministers death and condemnation, in a state
of unbelief, and exposcd to the second death, which is an eternal
and everlasting separation from the living and true God. If
Jesus Christ had not undertaken our cause we should have been
exposed to death in all its branches, which now we are not.
With all men we are exposed to temporal death, but its dreadful
consequences are quite removed, which is death’s sting, and they
are removed by Christ; as Paul says: “The sting of death 13
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(1 Cor. xv. 56, 57.) So that now temporal death is a new-cove-
nant blessing: ‘“All things are yours, whether life or death.”
It is also called a sleep: “Them also which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him.” (1 Thess. iv. 14.)

Again. Spiritual death is destroyed by the Saviour, who came
into the world that his sheep might have life. The Shepherd
being smitten the sheep were scattered. Thus his death was the
cause of their life. He died the Just for the unjust to bring us to
God. This was the Corn of wheat that died and brought forth
much froit. There is now to all God’s elect no separation from
him; for we who were once far off are now made nigh by the
blood of Christ, he having destroyed him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil, and led captivity captive, having re-
deemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.
Christ is the Author and Finisher of our faith, and he delivers
us from unbelief, so that we are blessed and holy, having partin
the first resurrection, and on such the second death can have no
power, God having blessed us with all spiritnal blessings in
heavenly places in him. Therefore ‘“blessed are the dead that
dic in the Lord.” Christ conquered death, agreeable to the pro-
phecy by Hosea: “Iwill ransomthem from the power of the grave;
I will redeem them from death ; O death, I will be thy plagues;
O grave, I will be thy destruction; repentance shall be hid from
mine eyes.” (Hos. x1ii. 14.)

iii. A brokenlawstood in the way, but Jesus Christ magnified
the law and made it honourable; he fulfilled all righteousness,
not for himegelf, but for us. His whole life was one act of obe-
dience. He declared that not one jot or tittle of the law should
pass till all was fulfilled, and said of himself, “1 came not to de-
stroy the law, but to fulfil;” and at last he told his heavenly
Father that he had finished the work which he gave him to do,
and said to his disciples, “I have kept my Father’s command-
1ent, and abide in his love;” and all his blessed obedience. both
active and passive, is placed to our account; so that God the
Father viewsus in him as though we never had sinned in thought,
word, or deed. The law is holy, and we are called “the holy
people” in Christ; the law is just, and we are just by a living
faith in Christ: *The just shall live by faith;” the law is good,
and we are good by having tho good treasurc of grace in our



THE GOSPEIL STANDARD.—1889. 21

hearts which comes from his fulness. It is a sweet truth that
Christ is our Law-Fulfiller, and the end of it for righteousness to
everyone that believeth.

iv. Justice stood in the way; for God is not merciful at the ex-
pense of justice, but Christ satisfied justice; he became Surety
and discharged our infinite debts; and now God can be just, and
yet tho Justifier of those that believe in Jesns; so that in and
tbrough Jesus Christ, God is “faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

v. Truth. When Truth says, “The soul that sinneth it shall
die,” and that “God will by no means clear the guilty,” with
numberless other texts, how is Truth to be cleared if God is mer-
ciful? Mercy is not to be manifested at Truth’s expense; and,
therefore, the Lord Jesus comes forth as Surety, and in bim
“mercy and truth met together, righteousness and peace kissed
cach other;” and in this way all the attributes and perfections of
Jehovah harmonize.

Lastly. God’s honour and glory. Had the Lord Jesus failed in
the work, where would the honour and glory of God have been?
Devils” would have rejoiced, hell would have trinmphed and
heaven trembled ; for vast numbers were saved npon the footing
of what the Lord Jesus Christ was to do before he came into our
lower world. But this was impossible, because the Son of God,
the second Person in the glorions Trinity, was Jehovah the Sou,
and therefore almighty to conquer every foe; and in all this
great work he sought his Father’s honour and glory in the eternal
salvation of his elect who were sinners of the deepest dye, and
he also obtained it by his conquering sin, death, a broken law,
satisfying justice, and clearing Truth. Thus in the life, death,
resurrection, and glorious ascension of the Lord Jesus, every per-
fection of Jehovah is in the sweetest harmony, for he completed
the whole work; as he said: *“I have finished the work which
thou gavest me to do;” after which, when on the cross, he said,
“It is finished,” and gave up the ghost; and when he ascended
into glory, having purged our sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, and declared himself an Over-
comer. Hence he says, “I also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne.” (Rev. iii. 21.)

Having thus shown that Jehovah-Jesus has removed out of the
way every obstacle for us, I will now show that every obstacle 1s
removed out of the way also that is in ws; and this I believe is
the joint worl of all the Three Divine Persons in the Trinity.
Where are we all when God takes us first in hand? Why, dead
n trespasses and sins, cast out in the open field (of this world),
destitute of God and of all that is good; and the first thing the
Lord does is to quicken us; for spiritaal death stands in the
way. “God is not the (covenant) God of the dead, but of tha
hv_lng-" “And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in
th}UO own blood, I said unto thee when thon wast in thy blood,
LWG; yen, I said unto thee when tliou wast in thy blood, Live.”
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(Ezek. xvi. 6.) This quickening is spoken of as the work of all
the Three Persons in the Godhead; as follows: “TFor as the
Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the
Son quickeneth whom lic will” (Jno. v. 21); and we read: “It
is the Spirit that quickeneth.” (Jno. vi. 63.) DBut this good
work is, in a peculiar way, the work of the Holy Spirit, the
Third Person 1n the Trinity, co-cqual with tho Father and the
Son; therefore we will show how he is pleased to remove every
obstacle out of the way that is in us; and let it be observed that
there is perfect harmony in all the glorious works of God. This
is a blessed work that has been carried on in the hearts of all
God’s family from Adam the first down to the end of time.

This work of quickening is beautifully set forth im Ezek.
xxxvili where the prophet is carried out into a valley of dry
bones, and the Lord said, “Son of man, cau these bones live?”
and then he is told to prophesy unto them, and there was a noise,
then a shaking, and afterwards they came together, and the
sinews and the flesh came, and the skin covered them; but there
was no breath in them. After this he prophesied to the four
winds, and the breath came into them, which is afterwards ex-
plained to be the Holy Spirit. A question may here, with pro-
priety, be asked, and that is coming nearer home, and it is what
every honest heart that is seeking after God wishes to know,
namely, “Have I got this life?” This indeed is a very important
question; for what is all pretension to religion short of it?
Christ tells us it is only a name to live: “Thou hast a name that
thou livest, and art dead.” (Rev. iii. 1.)

If we have this life we shall lay sin to hearf,—the sin of our
past and present life; and, in a particular manner, will the body
of sin and death which we carry about, be a sore trouble to us.
There was a time when sin never tronbled us; but now itis a
gore trouble, and we mourn on account of the cravings and lust-
ings of the flesh, and that our corrupt nature loves what God
hates, and that we often secretly slip into these things. David
had life; as he says: “Thy word hath quickened me,” and he
complains of his sin, saying, “I was born in sin, and shapen in
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” In another
place he says, “My sore ran in the night, and ceased not.” (Ps.
Izxvii. 2.) Panl had life: “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me” (Gal. ii. 20); and he tells us of his being the chief of sin-
ners, and says, “I see another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and bringing mc into captivity to the
law of sin which isin my members. O wretched man that I am!
Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Rom. vii.
93,24.) Both these good men laysin to heart; it was their grief and
burden ; and therefore Paul says, “ The good that I wounld I do
not; but the evil which I would not, that I do.” O the sore strug-
gle there iz felt in such a soul] as this! His besetting sins
are interwoven with his nature; but these things being felt and
mourned over is a clear proof to God’s family that such 2 one has
life, and in time it will be a clear proof to the poor soul itself.
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Solomon says, ¢ It is better to go to the house of mourning, than
to go to the housc of feasting; for that is the end of all men;
and the living will lay 1t to his heart.”” (Eccles. vii. 2.) The
housc of mourning is Christ’s house,—his church: “Christ as a
Son over his own house; whose housc are we.” (Heb. iii. 6.) It
js such as these who, as the prophet Ezekiel says, mourn for
their iniquities; and blessed are such mourners in Zion; for
they shall be comforted. The other house belongs to the devil.
Hence he says, I will return to my house,” &c.; and such are
for feasting, as the rich man who fared sumptuously, and the
fool in the gospel, who said to his sonl, “Eat, drink, and be
merry;”’ but mourning ig the end of all such men when it is too
late; for the rich man begged water in hell, and as for the fool, that
very night his soul was required of him. To this the same pen-
man agrees when he says, “ And thou mourn at the last, when
thy flesh and thy body are consnmed, and say, How have I hated
instruction, and my heart despised reproof!” (Prov.v.11,12.)
Thus the living lay sin to heart. Notice what God by the pro-
phet Malachi says, “If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it
to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the Lord of hosts, I
will even gsend a curse uponyou, and I will curse your blessings;
yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do mot lay it to
heart.” (Mal. ii. 2.)

But howcan laying sin to heart begiving glory unto God’s name?
What is his name ? Why, the Liord, the Lord God, merciful and gra-
cious, abundant in goodness and truth, pardoning iniquity, tvans-
gression and sin. As I have said both David and Paul lay sin to
heart, and both gave glory to the name of the Lord. David says,
“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but nnto thy Name give
glory” (Ps. cxv. 1), and Panl said, “God forbid that I should
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Gal. vi. 14.)
Was ever sin thy plague, thy burden?—Your past and present
life, the sins of your nature and the wickedness in your family,
the world, &c.? The Word says, “ Set a mark upon the foreheads
of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that
are done in the land.” If this is your case, yon have life.

If we have the life of God in ounr souls we shall know what it is
to feel at times godly sorrow and true repentance. Legal repentance
differs much from evangelical. Legal repentance loves sin and
hates God, for it views him as a sin-avenging God, and is ounly
sorry for sin on account of its dreadful consequences and what it
hag exposed such unto; but evangelical repentance hates sin and
loves God, and such loathe, hate, and abhor themselves; as you
nay see in Ephraim and Job. This is repentance unto life, this
1s godly sorrow; but the other is desperate sorrow. God’s people
Cxperiencesboth of these at times; as yon may see in Job; for he
Speaks of his spesch being desperate (Job vi. 26); but he was not
left there, for he lhad life; and, therefore, after all this he ve-
Pented and abhorred himself in dust and ashes.

(To be continued.)
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A FEW THOUGHTS ON THE ORIGIN AND BASIS OF
GENUINE TAITH.

BY THE LATE W. HUNTINGTON.

Faimi is a persuasion in the mind of the truth of God, whether
it respects his Word or works. “ God shall persuade Japheth, and
he shall dwell in the tents of Shem.” (Gen. ix. 27.) It is a fruit
of God’s Spirit,

1. The faith of God’s elect stands in the manifestations of
God’s holiness, truth, and justice, attended with divine light and
the power of God’s anger. Such a one “is convinced of all, he is
judged of all; and thus are the secrets of his heart made mani-
fest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and
report that God is in you of a truth.” (1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25.) This
is the man that God debases and humbles, who is wounded,
made sore, and inwardly smarts for sin, and who trembles at
God’s Word; to such God looks, and with such will he dwell.

2. Such a soul knows and feels himself in the hand of God, and
that he is at God’s disposal, and at the disposal of no other; and
what God intends to do with him, whether to save him or destroy
him, whether to make a public example of him or show mercy on
him, he knows not; but, as there is a powerfal and perpetual cry
in his heart for mercy and now and then a word of encouragement
applied to him, there is a peradventure and some expectation;
and the sinner is as sensible of the power that holds him and that
bears him up, as he is of the terrible majesty that makes him
tremble. His faith, from first to last, stands not in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God. (1 Cor. ii. 5.)

3. When the Spint of Ged produces hope, and energy in prayer
increases, and many Scriptures descriptive of our case are pre-
sented to view, and some short intervals of godly sorrow are fels,
the darts of Satan lose their force, and the reflections of divine
anger often subside, till future deliverance through Christ ap-
pears no less at times than certain. *‘Fear not,” says God, ‘I will
help -thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my
11vhbeousness On this powerful arm faith rests. “Who hath
believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord re-
vealed?” God’s arm and faith in the report go together.

4. When pardon takes place, faith receives the atonement of
Christ aud stands in it. ‘“By the blood of thy covenant I have
sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.”
(Zech.ix.11.) And nothlng 1s more sure than this gaol dehvery
“ Whosocver believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.
(Acts x. 43.) God purifies the heart by faith; and such hold the
mystery of faith, which faith stands in a pure conscience.
(l Tlm ii. 9.)

Faith stands in the blessing of God: “As many as are of
mmh are blessed with faithful Abraham.” And God’s blessing ot
mount Zion is life for evermore; and he that believeth is passe
from death untolife; yea,‘ he that believeth hath everlasting life.”
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6. Faith stands in the righteousness of Christ imputed; and
to us it shall be impated, if we believe on him that raised up
Jesus our Lord from the dead. (Rom. iv. 24.) Yea, this right-
eousness i3 to all and upon all them that believe; and the sinner
is assured of this. “Surely, shall ove say, in the Lord have I
righteonsness and strength.”

7. The faith of God’s elect stands in the witness of the Holy
Ghost witnessing our adoption: ‘Ye are all the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus,” and, “He that believeth on the Son of
God hath the witness in himself.” (1 Jno. v. 10.)

8. The faith of a saint stands and triumphs in the everlasting
love of God; for faith works by love; and to this agrees the be-
loved disciple: “And we have known and believed the love that
God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwel-
leth in God, and God in him.” (1 Jno. 1v. 16.)

9. Faith stands in the joy of the Spirit of God and in the peace
that Christ made by the blood of his cross. God fills us with joy
and peace in believing.

10. Faith stands in Christ Jesus revealed in and manifested to
the soul. ‘“He that hath my commandments and keepeth them,
he it i3 that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be loved of
my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself nnto
him.” The above commandments are his Word, as he explains
it: “If a man love me he will keep my words; and my Father
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him.” (Jno.xiv. 23.) Thus faith stands iu the love of God
made known, and in Jesus Christ manifested to the soul. “That
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” (Eph. iii. 17.)

11. Faith stands in the filial fear of God; which fear 13 pecu-
liar to God’s children, and which hath the goodness of God for
its object; and it emboldens the believer to fly to God, and to ex-
pect his protection in every time of trouble: “In the fear of the
Lord is strong confidence; and his children shall have a place of
refuge.” (Prov. xiv. 26.) These are the footsteps of genuine
faith, and the footsteps of the flock; for “we walk by faith and
not by sight;” and by the power of God is the believer kept
through faith unto salvation. These divine bases on which faith
stands are more firm than the everlasting hills.

But what is that poor phantom which passes so curreut for
faith in our days? Just nothing, and worse than nothing; for
1t is a powerful delusion of the devil, which a just God gives the
enemies of his truth np to. “God shall send them strong delu-
sions, that they may believe a lie and be damned.” (2 Thess.ii. 11.)

This faith 1n a lie is nothing less than rash presumption; it
Presnmes upon God and lays a claim upon him, withont one
Scriptural warrant to venture on. And,in the general, the father
of lies begets this faith in the minds of poor sinners under the
alarming ministry of graceless men, who are ministers of the
]?t?:el' or of the bare Word of God, without having cither the
Spirit or his grace in them, The sentence of death and of con-
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demnation which is in the preacher, is communicated to such
a heaver: “The letter killeth.”

The sinner being by nature a child of wrath, and natnrally in
hondage to the fear of death, and the curse of God being habitu-
ally in the tabernacle of the wicked, these are all stirred up, and
natural conscience is terrified, while the devil spreads dismal
rlooms and horrors on the mind, with which he bewilders and
distracts the poor wretch. These pass for convictions, and are just
such as Ahab had when 13lijah met him, and as Sanl had when
he {ell on the ground before the devil in Samuel’s mantle; for
with these convictions there is no spirit of life to quicken the
soul; no trme light shining into the heart to discover the des-
perate deceitfulness of it; uo spirit of supplication to set the sin-
ver to crying day and night unto God; no hunger and thirst
after righteousness, after the Bread of life, or after the living
God. A sinner under such convictions may be known by the
{ollowing remarks:

First. He feeds npon the vanities of this world in the midst of
all his infernal terrors, and hates the light and truth under all
his horrors. “They have not cried unto me with their heart,
when they howled upon their beds; they assemble themselves
for corn and wine, and they rebel against me. Though I have
bound and strengthened their arms, yet do they imagine mischief
against me. They return, but not to the Most High; they are
like a deceitful bow.” (Hos. vii. 14-16.)

Second. It may easily be seen that, as there is no Spirit of
supplication or erying to God, neither js there any thirst after
him; they return, but not to the Most High; as Saul did; he re-
turned, bat it was to one of the witches that ho had formerly
expelled, not to God; and so Judas, he returned, but it was to the
priests to whom he confeesed his sin; bat not to God, nor yet to
the Master whom he had betrayed.

Third. Such souls may be known by their pride; for they are
never filled with that self-loathing which a soul feels that is
quickened by the Spirit of God; there is the leaven of legal
pride working in them under all their convictions, and they set
themselves up as men of wonderful experience, though they are
without hope, and without that experience that worketh hope.
“Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of
works? Nay” (Rom. iii. 27); for it is never excluded by legal
terrors. ’

Fourth. Suoch a sinner holds fast free-will and self-righteous-
ness under all his convictions. 1 once knew a preacher who often
fell into these legal convictions, till he was like a wild bull in a
net; but every time he came out he preached free-will, self-
righteousness, and universal redemption, and was looked upon as
a man wonderfully taught of God; but it was by the god of this
world. Ionce preached for him at Sheffield in Yorkshire, and dis-
puted with him afterwards till midnight, and began with him the
riext morning and continued at it till noon, and stopped his mouth
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put could not strip him of his spider's web. The last time that I
inquired about him I was informed that he had left off preach-
ing for some time, and was confined, and mad; which was what
I had long cxpected. “They hold fast deceit; they refuse to re-
tarn.” (Jer. viii. 5.)

Fifth. Nor do souls under such convictions as these cleave to
the children of God, rvor to ministers of the Spirit, but to them
of the letter; as the prodigal son did under his legal terrors; he
joined himself to a citizen of that country; not of the heavenly
country, but of thig; not to a citizen of mount Zion, but to »
citizen of Jerusalem that now is, and is in bondage with all her
children; and he tried hard to fill his belly with husks, and would
have done it if the Spirit of life had not entered into him; but
as soon as he was quickened he felt a mighty famine; then he
left his husks aud cried for bread. “This my son was dead;” and
while dead he cleaved to the swine. ‘“But heis alive again;” and
this life gave him his appetite, his cry, and his motion towards
God; and the food that fed his soul was Christ crucified, im-
puted righteousness, the everlasting love of God, and pardor and
peace by faith in the blood of the Lamb; all of which are meant
by the fatted calf, the best robe, the ring, and the shoes; and
every soul that feeds not upon these is as sure to perish as he is
born. Now let us see the conversion of this modern professor.

He attends the minister of the letter under whom he got Lis
wound; and, by-and-bye, the same insensibility, presumption,
false confidence, blind zeal, and deceitful hopes which possess the
preacher are communicated and applied by the devil to this con-
victed sinner, and out he comes into liberty, as he calls it. This
is his conviction, and this is called a seal to such a man’s min-
istry. Like priest, like people; he hears the word, and anon
with joy receives it; yet hath he no root in himself.

Now he compares himself not with the Word of God, nor with
the experience of the children of God, nor with the ministers of
the Spirit, but with those to whom Satan sends him, those of
his own caste. “For we dare not make ourselves of the number,
or eompare ourselves with some that commend themselves; but
they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing them-
selves among themselves, are not wise.” (2 Cor. x. 12.) Then
they are fools.

2. He now makes his conversion known to the preacher; and
others in the same delusion give their judgment of the work and
conclude it to be a real work of grace; and the poor deluded
mortal believes it and is established in it; and thus his faith
St@nds in the wisdom of man, but not in the power of God.

3. He often finds his passions moved by oratory; for he is very
fond of an orator, and he drops a few tears; this is called a
Watering time with bim, and it passes for godly sorrow. At other
timeg hig fancy is tickled, and he langhs and rejoices; this passes
for the joy of the Lord; but God gives it another name. “The
Joy of the hypocrito is but for a moment.” (Job xx.5.) “As the
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THE EXPERIENCE AND DEATH OF EDITH HARDING,
OF MELKSHAM, WILTS.

My mother dated her first veligious impressions from a dream
which she had when only four ycars of age, in which she’thought
she saw the Lord Jesus; but it was not until she hud grown up
to womanhood that she was powerfully convinced of her stato
ag a sinner before a just and holy God.

The means by which the Lord was pleased to bring about this
change was one of ler sisters being called by grace,"which worked
very powerfully npon my mother’s mind; for she thought her
sister would be saved and she would surely be lost. Her trouble
was so great that it was visible in her countenance, and once,
when walking in the street, a person stopped her and asked the
cause of her distress. She replied that it was becanse she believed
one of her sisters would be saved, but that there was no hope for
her. The person looked at her very earnestly and asked if she
did not believe that the same God who had saved her sister conld
also save her. She answered, “I know he is able; but how can I
know that he is willing to save me?”

How long she remained in this distress I cannot say; but
about three weeks before her deliverance she was powerfully
arrested with these words: *Vengeance is mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord.” (Rom. xii. 19.) Also the following: “Pay me
that thon owest.” She replied, “Lord, I cannot pay; for I have
nothing to pay with.” These words were attended with such
power and the terrors of God’s holy law took such hold upon her
that she said she could compare it to nothing but a fire kindled
in her conscience; and this feeling never left her until the Lord
was pleased to deliver her soul. Her distress of mind was so
great that she lost all concern for her poor body and went three
days and three nights without either cating or drinking; but as
she was preparing the dinner for her children the Lord was
pleased to break into her soul and opened the eyes of her nnder-
standing. She sat down in a chair, and, to use her own words,
she and her precious Christ embraced each other. The love of
Christ so filled her soul that she felt she loved him with all her
powers, both of body, soul, and spirit.

A season of great joy succeeded this love-visit, and she thought
none were 50 loved and brought into such sweet favour as she
was, while her soul was filled with wonder that God should have
looked npon and blessed such a poor ignorant, foolish creature as
she felt herself to be; but the Lord was pleased to show her that
it was the foolish, base, and despised among men that he made
his choice and in whom he would glorify his holy name. Hymn
191 described the feelings of her soul at this time. The doctrine
of election was awcetly unfolded to her view, and she saw it to be
a Bible-truth.

The ordinance of Believers’ Baptism was also opened up to
Lier, and she saw it to be the right way into the church; and fecl-
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ing that the Lord had done such great things for her, she de-
pired to make a public profession of her faith in the Lord Jesns
and made known her wish to the friends at the chapel. She
thought she had a very great experience to relate to the church,
and became much lifted up in her feelings; so that she looked
forward with pleasure to being visited hy onc of the deacons,
which was then the custom of the church; but no deacon came to
sce her. However, she thought she need not mind how many
people she had to stand up before at the church-meeting, as the
Lord had done such great things for her soul; but before the time
came she had a dream in which she thought she was at the meet-
ing with a sack around her shoulders; and so it proved to be;
for when she wag called upon to relate the dealings of God with
ler soul she was so shut up and confused that one of the mem-
bers seemed to doubt whether there was anything real in her,
remarking that time would prove what would be the end of her
profession.

But although she was so dark in her mind when she went be-
fore the church, the Liord was pleased most sweetly to bless her
at her baptism. Hymn 655 expressed the inward feelings of her
soul at this time. After her baptism she had a sore conflict with
Satan, when these words were much impressed upon her mind:
“They shall hear the noise of archers.” Not knowing what they
could mean, she asked her husband if they were in the Word of
God; for she had neverread them. Ag she was about to go to the
house of God on the following Sabbath, the following words were
applied to her soul: ““I will be unto her a wall of fire ronnd
about, and will be the glory in the midst of her” (Zech. ii. §),
and when she entered the chapel one of the members was about
to engage in prayer, and almost the first words he unttered were
the portion above-named, upon which fear took hold mpon her,
fmd she was afraid ithere was some trouble to follow; and so
1t proved, for Satan raised a dreadfnl storm against her to over-
come her, but the Lord enabled her to withstand him, and, by
precious faith, to overcome. After this he stirred np my father,
and caused him to fly in a passion without the least provocation;
$0 that at times she had to run out of his presence.

Before the birth of myself my dear mother laboured under a
dreadful temptation, Satan presenting to her mind that the child
about to be born would be a child of the devil. The temptation
was laid with such weight upon her mind that she could not get
away from it, and when I was born she could not feel a mother’s
love to her own offspring. Under this temptation she was com-
Pletely bowed down with sorrow; but the Lord’s time came to
break the snare. One day, as she was walking up the yard, these
words came with almighty power into lier soul: ‘“Satan isa liar,
and the father of it.” Tho power that attended these words com-
Pletely broke the snarc, and not a doubt remained on lher mind
concerning the salvation of the soul of her child. After this she
Was much favoured with the presence of the Lord and held sweet
COmmunion with him.
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She was blessed with a sweet assurance that she would have
the pleasure of witnessing her husband brought to the knowledge
of the truth, which caused her greatly to rejoice. Some time after
this my father was laid aside with a very serious illness and
there appeared but little hope of his recovery. My mother went
to inquire of the Lord concerning him, and had these words ap-
plied to her: “He shall not die, but live, and declare the works
of the Lord.” It wagin thisaffliction that the Lord was pleased to
convince my father of hig state as a sinner and bring him to know
the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. Helived some years after this, but
was never fully restored to health again, which was a trial to my
mother; but many mercies were mixed with this cup of sorrow.
At one time she was sorely tried in a way of providence, and
most of her children were 1ll with fever; but the Lord so pros-
pered the work of her own hands that she was enabled to almost
support them all with her earnings.

From a dream which she had about this time she seemed to be
impressed that her pathway in life for some time to come would
be a very trying one, which proved to be the case during’the
following ten years, at the end of which time the words were
made very precious to her: * Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” The salvation of
the souls of her children was laid with great weight upon her
mind, and she put up many prayers to the Lord that he would
have mercy upon them. One time in particular she felt much
nearness to the Lord in pleading for them, and was enabled to
wrestle hard with God in prayer, feeling that she conld take no
denial, when these words were applied with much power to her
soul: “They shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by
the watercourses,” which led her to hope that as her children grew
up, their souls would be watered with the dew of heaven. This
proved to be the case, for two of us were called by grace in our
early years: but one was not long for this world, for the Lord
was pleased fo take her away in the morning of her days. Soon
after this my father was removed by death, after which my
mother’s health began to fail, and she only survived her husband
and child a few short years.

She gradually became more weaned from things below, and
seeing her clothing hanging in the room she said she had no de-
sire to put it on again. About a year before she died she seemod
to have a presentiment that her time upon earth would not be
long, and repeated the hymn commencing,

“* Death is no more a frightful foe,” &c.
Upon one occasion I found her overwhelmed with a sense of the
Lord’s goodness to her, and she told me he had sweetly made if
known to her that he would soon fetch her home to dwell with
him for ever. She told 'me not to expect that she would be in
raptures of joy daring her last moments; but said the Lord had
assured her that it would be well with her. 1 asked her if she
had any doubts in her mind. She replied, “My dear child, I feel
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a8 suro of going to heaven as though I were already there.”
After this Satan tried hard to shake the foundation of her faith,
and I perceived by her countenance that she was much troubled
in mind. I asked her if Satan was digtressing her. She replied,
“That busy foe tells me he will have me after all.” I went into
the next room and begged of the Lord not to permit Satan to
harass her in her weak state of body, and while I was praying
the Lord was pleased to answer; for I had no sooner entered her
room than her countenance brightencd up, and she said,

“Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are.”

She seemed to lament not being able to praise the Lord enough
while in this time state, to which I replied that she would soon be
able to praise him for all through which she had passed. She
answered, “It will take eternity to praise him.” Speaking of the
sufferings of the body being great, I reminded her of what the
Lord went through with no earthly friend to succour him; to
which ste replied, with much earnestness, ¢ Christ had his God-
head to sustain him.”

Although reduced to a mere shadow, with her dying breath
she contended for the importance of vital godliness. A person
coming in who had not a clear understanding of the way of sal-
vation, she strengthened herself, and with all her powers endea-
voured to show her the way more clearly. The Church clergy-
man calling to see her she spoke very faithfally to him also.
One of her children being yet of tender age was rather a tie to
her, but the Lord was pleased to remove this from her, and
enable her to leave her child in his hands. I was greatly troubled
at the thought of parting with her, as she wasa companion to me
in the things of God. Seeing me so distressed she called me to
her, and said she had been praying to the Lord for me, and
that she was assured he had heard her prayer on my behalf. I
was the only person present at her departure, and instead of
being overwhelmed with grief I was enabled to thank the Lord
for his goodness in taking my dear mother home, to dwell with
him for ever in glory. She departed this life on November
17th, 1862.

THE raising of the body free from corruption and mortality,
admitting it to the presence of God, putting upon it and the soul never-
fading glory, a crown of righteousness, and palms of victory; and
then bringing them to drink of those rivers of pleasure which are at
God’s right hand for évermore, these are some of the exceeding great
promises which are to be completed at the Lord’s coming to judg-
ment.—Romaine.

Tue gilded toys of time that so attract the view, the empty
shadows of sense that so bewitch the heart; yea, life itself with all
comforts,—what are all compared to one moment’s enjoyment of the
lovingkindness of tho Lord ! —Mason.
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A DEBTOR TO DIVINE CLEMENCY.

My dear Friend,—Agreeable to your request I have enclosed
Mr. W's letter with thauks. I fcel a strong persuasion in my
mind that this will find you on the mending hand, having
found freedown of spirit on yonr behalf.

Whenever I feel my heart enlarged and my stammering tongue
nnloosed 1 conclude, from inward sensations, that the ever-blessed
Advocate hath uundertaken the cause, that the feeble sacrifice of
the poor petitioner has come up with acceptance upon the golden
‘altar, and that the great High Priest of our profession hath, in
infinite condcscension, perfumed and purified the imperfect
offering with the much incense of his own grand oblation. Thad
an earnest of this yesterday eveuing while remembeting youand
others at the footstool of the King of kings; and when I arose
from my knees these words, with a gentle vibration, followed me
down from my chamber: “ Go in peace; I have accepted thee.”
When this still small voice reaches the heart of the poor beggar,
faith takes her station, with hope, npon the watch-tower, expect-
ing an answer to prayer; and when the answer comes, they
invite up the affections to pour out the heart in grateful acknow-
ledgments to the Giver of every good and perfect gift: * Whoso
offereth praise glorifieth me; and to him that ordereth his con-
versation aright will I shew the salvation of God.” (Ps. 1. 23.)
To order the conversation aright is, among other things, by
prayer and supplication in every time of trouble to let our request
be made known unto God. This is to have our conversation in
heaven, where our blessed All in all is now before the throne,
even Jesus, who cver liveth to maintain the cause of the afflicted
and the right of the poor in spirit. The pardoned, justified sinner
shall, under the sweet constraints of his dying love, give thanks
unto his blessed name, and, by faith now and in fruition ere long,
the upright shall dwell in his presence.

I do feel grateful to the Father of all mercies for putting my

"dear friend into the furnace at this time, and my earnest hope is
that you will, ere long, gather the peaceable fruits that will
afterwards follow, and that yon will find abundant cause to bless
the Almighty for this visitation. O how much better is it for
God to say to the souls of his chosen, I will visit their trans-
gressions with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes, &ec,” than
for him to say in anger, “Iiphraim is joined unto idols; let him
alone.” How much better is it to be visited with fatherly correc-
tion than to be settled on the lees or left at ease in Zion! We are
apt to pass wrong judgment upon the dispensations of the Most
High; but this ariseth from the native ignorance and unbelief
that still remains in us. 1t was this made Asaph so rebellious
in his mind when he concluded that he had cleansed his heart
in vain; for he said, “All the day long have I been plagued,
and chastened every morning.” DBut when he went into the
sanctuary he learned a better lesson; and though he was pre-
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vented from preaching this perverse doctrine publicly, lest he
should offend against the generation of God’s children, yet the
Holy Ghost caused him to write it, that we might have a glass
to see our own hearts in. In all these things we are instructed,
and also learn that lovingkindness and the rod are coupled to-
gother in the dealings of God with his children, and *‘blessed is
the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out of
thy law; that thou mayest give him rest from the days of
adversity.” (Ps. xciv. 12, 13.)

Therefore let not my beloved friend murmur against this
aflictive dispensation, nor faint, on the other side, under the Lord’s
mighty hand; for “he will turn again, he will have compassion
according to the multitude of his tender mercies.” Thoun wilt, I
hope, leave the sick chamber with a tender heart and a contrite
spirit; and when thou afterward shalt visit that room the re-
membrance of the present visitation will often draw forth thy soul
in gratitude to God for his mercy and faithfulness to thee in his
dear Son. Thou wilt bless him with thy whole soul for every
stroke laid upon thee, and say, with the man after God’s own
heart, “Thy gentleness hath made me great,”” that is, the
greatest sinner in thine own eyes and the greatest debtor to
divine clemency in thy own estimation among the sons of men. I
have learned a little of this lesson in the school of experience, and
therefore can the more freely speak of it to my fellow-sufferer. May
the good Physician condescend to apply his precious balm to thy
heart and anoint thine eyes with his eye-salve. You will then
with gratitude acknowledge that he hath done all things well,
and plainly see that he isleading thee forth out of every snare by
the right way that leads to the city of habitation.

I am but poorly to-day, therefore cannot enlarge. .Accept this
small mite as a token of the unfeigned affection I bear to my dear
friend, his helpmeet, his family, and the shopmen who love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth.

Yesterday I saw my poor sister M. She is in ill-health and in
possession of but few of the comforts of this life; but she shares
richly in the blessed earnests of the futnre inheritance. Her
conversation kindled a sacred glow in my heart while ex-
Ertz:sing her desires to depart and be with Christ which is far

ctter,

My little family and brother W. join with me in love to all
under your roof. Mercy, peace, and truth be with thee. Amen.

Feb. 23rd, 1821. J. Kevrt.

My dear Friend,—1I feel it on my mind to write a line, but
hope I shall not be a trouble to you.

We were glad to hear that you reached homo in safety. The
Lord takes carc of his people and preserves them in their going
out and coming in. But, dear friend, how forgetful T am of his



36 THE GOSPEIL STANDARD.—1889.

many mercies which he gives me from day to day. I feel to
have such a hard, vile, and deceitful heart, and sometimes I
think, Can ever God dwell in such a heart as mine, or am I de-
ceived after all? Sometimes I fear I am, and my cry is, *Lord,
let me not be deceived in thesc things. O that thou wouldest show
me a token for good!” If I am not altogether deceived the Lord
has been precious to my soul; and I am sure when he manifests
himself to us, it is then we can say that Le is the chiefest
among ten thousand and the altogether lovely. I have at times
said, “ Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none npon
earth that I desirc beside thee.”

Since I commenced writing this letter a little hope has sprung
up that the Lord will come again over the mountains of my sin
and guilt. I once felt the following lines to be very sweet:

“Did Jesus once upon me shine ?
Then Jesus is for ever mine.”

The last line seems too much for a poor thing like me to say,
but nothing less than to know that he is mine will satisfy my
soul. When I feel to be in the dark and am cast down, then I
think, Will the Lord be favourable no more? Will he cast off for
ever? And sometimes when I feel these things I cannot pray as [
would, but can only sigh, and oftentimes cannot even do that.
Then I think, Do the Lord’s people ever feel like this? Can it be
thus with those who know and love his name, or am I deceived?
Sometimes I fear that, after all, my religion will come to nothing
and it will be made manifest that I have been deceived. It is
often suggested to my mind that I am not right, and I feel bur-
dened on account of it; so that I can use the words of Hezekiah
and say, “O Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me.”

There are many things to make me feel oppressed, but, dear
friend, I feel a little thankful that I am not left without a desire;
for I know it is a mercy to be kept seeking the Lord, and it is
also a mercy that he has made me to feel my need of him, and
that without his salvation I cannot escape eternal death. O what
love and condescension that Christ should look upon poor sin-
ners and that he should suffer, bleed, and die for them. When
we are enabled to believe, by precious faith, that he died for us,
this gives joy unspeakable and full of glory. I am sure there i8
nothing to be compared to this, for everything else sinks into
nothing.

You will think this is an up aud down scribble, but I write as I
feel. I am a poor changeable thing. Your poetry describes my
feelings well. May the Lord be with you in every trial and bless
you, and when you preach his word may he bless it, as he hag
done many times, to the encouragement of his dear people and
to the convincing of poor sinners who are yet dead in sin.

Mrs. S. left here on Friday. We should have liked her to have
stayed longer. I feel a union to her; for she has the same sort
of feelings as I have. I love the company of the Lord’s people
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on carth, and long to feel more love to the Lord and to them. I
know I may give my father’s and sister’s love to you, though they
do not know I am writing. Please remember me in your prayers.
I hope I bave not wearied you.
Yours affectionately,
June 25th, 1866. Sarome Towns,

A GLIMPSE OF THE HOLY CITY.

Dear Friend,—After a long delay I now try to write a few lines
in reply to your very kiund letter, in the reading of which my poor
soul was refreshed. I am travelling towards the end of my jour-
ney, and am still in the path of tribulation, not knowing what a
day may bring forth; for the Lord is often reminding me how
frail I am: “In the morning weare like grass which groweth up.
In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; inthe evening it
is cut down, and withereth.” (Ps. xc. 5, 6.) O what a great thing
it will be to be found ready when the Son of man shall come. If
it is the Lord’'s will I want him to grant me a special visit from
himself and take me home. Icannot live contented without some
glimpses of his face here, but I want to see him as heis. Itisa
mercy to have some knowledge of the way, if it is a path of tri-
bulation; for thousands have never yet set one step in it. But
although our path has been rough, yet what is it compared to
His who endured such contradiction of sinners against himself!
I want to be kept homble at his feet, and know that he is my
God and Father. We are more ready to murmur than to be
thankful. We see God, as a Sovereign, put forth his hand, and
we cannot stay it. He sometimes takes away our earthly com-
forts to give us more enjoyment of spiritual things, yet on look-
ing back we have to confess that he has dome all things well.

Ifear you will think me a very strange man for not having an-
swered your letter before, but my head has been so bad that I have
not been able to write, and could not read but very little. Thave
only been able to preach a few times of late, and I think my little
work is nearly done. I want to enjoy more of the presence of
the Lord. He has hitherto spared the poor worm, while he has
taken others of his children and of his servants. My dear old
friend, Mr. Doe, is gone to his eternal rest. I almost envy him;
but I feel it will not be long before I go hence to be no more seen
here below. It is blessed to now and then get a glimpse of the
hqu city; for it produces a longing to see Jesus as he is. A
Ellmpse now and then is very sweet, but if this is so precious,
What will it be to be with him aund be for ever like him. It seems
too much for such a poor thing as 1 feel myself to be; but if a
81p now and then is so sweet, what must the falness be? Nothing
less than realizing this will do for me. I thonght that I should

ave gone home before now, and my friends thought so too, but
God's thoughts and ways are very different to ours. The time
Was not come. I could not go to the house of God for several
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Sabbaths, and now can only preach once in the day. My son took
my place, and the friends got on very well with him. I hope he
will be of more use to the people of God than ever his father has
been. ITam glad to tell you that the Lord is pleased to bless our
mecting together from time to time. It issweet to fecl the Lord’s
presence when we meet together for prayer. There is nothing to
be compared to it. It is like a little heaven below; but what
must it be to leave the body of sin and death behind, and see
Jesus as he is. Youspeak in your letter of temptations, but there
will be none when we get to heaven. Our friends who are gone
before knew what temptation was. I feel that my time here below
is short; but he that hath helped me hitherto will, I trust, con-
tinue to help me unto the end.

I should much like to see my friends at B. once more, but if
I never see them again on earth I hope to see them in heaven,
I am drawing near the end of my journey, and it is with diffi-
culty I can get to the house of God, and I think ecach time will
be the last. Although you have many temptations to endure,
if this were not the case what evidence would you have of
being a child of God? I have had a good many, but the Lord
has given me grace to endure. I am often thinking about you,
although I cannot come to see you. What poor changeable
creatures we are, but it is a mercy that his lovingkindness
changes not. I find by yours that you have been in the furnace
again. Job said, “When he hath tried me I shall come forth
as gold.” What a mercy the Lord will not leave us to sink,
but that he will bring us up again to praise his precious Name.
It is very trying when altlough favoured to sit nnder the
means we cannot fee] the power of the Spirit, or realize the love
of God; but O what a change there is when the Lord comes
skipping over the hills; and we can then say that it is good to
wait upon the.Lord. I sincerely desire that you may feel and
enjoy much of the dew resting upon your branch, though it is bat
seldom thus with me. I was favoured with a precious view of
Jesus one night last week, but T have not strength or ability to
tell it out. The langnage of Solomon came so sweetly to my
mind, where he says, “ What is thy Beloved more than another
beloved, O thou fairest among women?” What a contrast be-
tween the whore of Babylon and the Lord’s spouse. What sweet
language is that of Jesus to lis redeemed, where he says, “ My
Father himself loveth you.” O what will it all avail at the last
if he is not our Beloved! Sometimes we can say we love the Lord
because he hath regarded our poor breathings. The Lord has
been excecdingly good to me of late. I have been brought very
near Jordan, but have not passed over yet: “The Lord is good,
a Stronghold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them thatb
trust in him.” (Nahum i. 7.) Give my very kind love to all the
friends, especially to your father and mother.

I am, Yours in Best Bonds,
July 9th, 187%. H. Pocock.
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ETERNAL PUNISHMENT AND SEDUCING TEACHERS.

BY THE XDITOR.

Tur Lord, shortly before entering upon his sufferings, can-
tioned his apostles and the church of God down to the end of
timo against men who should presume to take upon them his
great name, saying, “There shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that,
if it were possible, they shall deceive the veryelect” (Matt. xxiv.
24); and the apostle Paul, when about to suffer martyrdom for
the truth of Christ, wrote to his son Timothy, saying, ‘“Now the
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall de-

art from the faith, giving heed Yo seducing spirits and doctrines
of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience
seared with a hot iron.” (1 Tim. iv. 1, 2.) Weareliving in these
latter times, when men, as regards their religious views, wax
worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.

The apostle Peter, when he was about to put off the earthly
house of his tabernacle, testified that he and his fellow apostles
had not followed cunningly devised fables; and when referring to
past and future days he spoke under the Spirit of inspiration,
saying, ‘‘But there were false prophets also among the pecple,
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” (2Pet.ii.1.)

Every kind of error that Satan can devise and palm npon
preachers who are ignorant of real godliness is now being sown
broadcast, some by one religions sect and some by another. It
would almost appear as if there were a race being run by many
of the leading men amongst the so-called religious teachers of the
present day to try which can outdo the other in violating the
Scriptares, misinterpreting them, condemning them, denying
their inspiration, and even going so far as to question whether
the Redeemer ever spoke the words which the Kvangelists have
recorded, who were witnesses of his Person and who heard the
solemn and separating sentences which fell from his blessed lips.

One of the most prominent doctrines which worldly religious
teachers are promulgating is the denial of the eternal punishment of
the wicked. This doctrine, which a few years ago was believed in
by most of the religious denominations, is now being repadiated
by the great bulk of professors. Learned menrise up with their
fophistry and plausible speech to endeavour to interpret the

criptures according to their corrupted reason, and they find mul-
titudes upon multitudes who eagerly receive and swallow down,
to their own destruction, their pernicious and God-dishonouring
Seutiments.

Amongst the various denominations who hold and preach the
Most flesh-gratifying errors is the Church of England. At the
Qhurch Congress held at Manchester, Oct. 5th, 1888, Archdeacon

farvar said that the old doctrine of cternal punishment, o all s
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naked horror and with all its false aceretions, was practically dead.
He said 4t had been softened down in every possidle direction; itwas
scarcely alluded to in any sermon; theologians on all sides scemed
anxious to disown or modify those particular ways of presenting the
doctrine, or even in the face of countless volumes of theology and homi-
letics to maintain that these never were the prevalent views in the
Christian Church. For fully one thousand five hundred years those
had wndoubtedly been the prevalent opinions among Christians, but
they had never been the real doctrine of the Christian Church.

Moreover he said the late Dr. Pusey differed from him as to the
views of the Rabbis and the fathers and other matters, but he found
with the deepest thanlfulness that on every question which he deemed
to be vital Dr. Pusey was absolutely at one with him. He had argued
and Dr. Pusey had admitted that 1t was no part of the Catholic faith
to believe, first, that the torments of hell were physical; or secondly,
that the vast majority of mankind were doomed to them; or thirdly,
that we must assume them to be the lot of all who died and made no
sign; or fourthly, that every form of retribution beyond the grave
was necessarily endless. Both he and Dr. Pusey argued in favour
of two proposals,—first, that God might reach any souls whose case
to us seemed to be hopeless, and secondly, that there might be a ter-
minable punishment ¢n Hades tn the intermediate state beyond the
grave. He said 4f they looked through the New Testament they
would not find one word which demanded a belief in the final fixation
of each man’s destiny at the moment of death, or taught anything re-
sembling a hopeless futurity of torment and rebellion awaiting the
great mass of mankind. For himself he ventured to express the hope
that the destiny of this world would not end in final dualism. To
him the one tezt, * God is love,” was sufficient to disprove the doctrine
of endless torment, which alone he had repudiated.®

All this is horrid blasphemy against God and his Word, which
tells us that the wicked shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, and that the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever
and ever. The apostle Jude, who wrote with such vehemency of
spirit upon these matters, speaking of the angels which kept not
their first estate, says, “they are reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day;"’ and that
the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, who so solemnlyand suddenly
were cut off through their wickedness, are set forth for an ex-
ample, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. But these gentle-
men who assume the name of reverend and who get their liveli-
hoods by deceiving souls, in their fight for notoriety and their

* These undisguised statements are not confined to Archdeacon Farrar; but
they are sentiments held by a great many men, both in and outside the palo
of the Church of England. They are forerunners to pave the way for an opet
declaration in the belief of purgatory. Such men ought to be at once expelle
from the National Church and go over to the Church of Rome, to which body
in spirit they belong. Some time ago we reviewed a little work by Mr. Heming-
ton, wherein he writes most Seripturally on the meaning of the words “ ever
lasting,” and “eternal punishment.” We again strongly recommend the die-
tribution of this listle work.
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blasphemous assumptions, are each determined, if possible, to
stand upon the highest pedestal, and so exhibit themselves and
their doctrine to the public gaze. John says, “They are of the
world; therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth
them.” (1 Jno. iv. 5.)

At this same Church Congress one very reverend gentleman,
named Sir Geo. W. Cox, of York, who was unable to be present,
gent & paper which was read to the meeting, in which he said that
respecting death, judgment, heaven, and hell, and endless punishment
beyond the grave, we have now escaped from this evil dream, haviny
learnt that the darkness, misery, and despatr which it spread about
us were caused by our forefathers and by ourselves. The yoke of those
deadly falsehoods had been broken, and we could rejoice in our de-
liverance.

He said that these doctrines which were mentioned in the Epistles
of Judeand Peler were obtained from a book called the Book of Enoch.*
Also that the discourses of the Redeemer in Matt. xxiv. and xxv. were
obtained from the same source, namely, the Book of Enoch; and con-
sequently these discourses which the apostles heard and recetved into
their souls from the Uips of the dear Redeemer were never uttered as
they are given to us, and probably were never uttered at all. He
further said that such questions as these must be settled according
to the evidence at our command, and not by appeals to the authority
of the book in which they are found, such appeals or claims involving
a tyranny which has become intolerable, and which must be fought
against until <t be utterly put down.

In Matt. xxv. the Lord, just previous to his snfferings, preached
to his disciples the doctrine of everlasting life and happiness to
the righteons, whom he calls his sheep, and of everlasting punish-
ment and misery to the wicked, whom he calls goats. But this
Rev. Sir G. W. Cox questioned whether the Lord ever uttered
the words at all, and we should not be surprised to hear of these
men and others of a similar class going so far as to assert that
such a Person as the Liord Jesus Christ never was born into this
world, that he never went to the end of the law for righteousness
for his people, that he never suffered in the garden of Gethsemane,
that he never died on the cross for the sins of his elect; and that
the New Testament, from beginning to end, is nothing but a myth
or a fable.

It is true such doctrines and teaching cannot be held by the
Lord’s own people, who are exhorted to contend earnestly for the
faith once delivered to the saints,—that is, the word of faith in
all its branches and all its bearings; but we write these things
as a word of warning to the simple and unwary. The Word

* The Mohammedans say Enoch was the third and the greatest of the pro-
Phets that flourished in the antediluvian world, and that he was commissioned
to preach to the progeny of Cain; but as they rejected his doctrine, he waged
War with them, and made them servants and slaves of true believers, and ox-
de_re_d the faithful in future to treat all such as infidels. Sohe issaidto be the
originator of religious wars, and the first prophel who inoulcatod the duty of
Persecuting infidels or unbeliovers,
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of God is as plain npon the doctrine of eternal punishment to the
wicked as it is npon the eternal happiness of tho righteous.

One gentleman, in writing an Article upon this statement and
doctrine at the Church Congress, was so exhilarated in spirit and
so jubilant over the progress of this doctrine of devils, that he
said the introduction of the subject of eternal puntshment would
in twenty years time be very rare, not only in the Established
Church, but in half of the Nonconformist sects as well. We may
with safety conclude that as the world becomes more civilized
and wise in natural things, they wax worse and worse in all that
should councern them respecting death, judgment, and eternity. -

The quotations we have given aro from men in the National
Establishment, or the Church of England,—men who have sworn
to uphold the thirty-nine Articles. Against such men as these
and the doctrines which they are advauncing and which appear so
general amongst these so-called divines, we raise a solemn protest,
and pronounce them blasphemous to the last degree; and we ven-
ture to say that the Church, with such men, aud leading men
within hev pale, is a national disgrace, and the sooner this Na-
tional Church is separated from the State the better and more
creditable to the community at large.

———

@bituary,

JorN CrouMP.—On March 14th, 1888, aged 69, John Crump,
senior deacon of the church at Maidstone.

He was deeply convinced of sin, of righteousness, and of judg-
ment when quite a youth, and would say to his father, mother,
and the family, *“ We shall all be lost and sink to hell, unless God
has mercy on us;” for he felt they were all living in sin, accord-
ing to the course of this world, and caring nothing about God
and his truth. The Holy Spirit so opened his eyes to see and his
heart to feel the exceeding sinfulness of sin and the sinfulness of
his own heart and life that he sank very low in soul-trouble; but
did ot continue very long in this distress. At this time he had
never heard the truth preached, and did not know any of God'’s
people; but he used to cry and groan for mercy day and might.
One day when in the fields, to use his own words, he was brought
to utter despair, fell down beforc the Lord, and said, ‘“Here [ am,
Liord; do with me as thou wilt. If thou send me to hell, thou
art just.” But that day the Lord turned his captivity; mercy
and love flowed into his heart, and he was delivered from his sin
and sorrow. He went home to his friends, and said, ‘I shall not go
o bell; the Lord has had mercy on me and pardoned my sins.
T:vow he has.  But you will be sure to go there, unless the Lord
lias mercy on you as he has had on me.”

I have stated the above manifestation of the Lord’s mercy and
love to him as nearly as I could in his own words, having heard
Lim relate it scveral times with tears of gratitude. I lave no
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writings of his, excepting a few letters in which he mentions
geveral things respecting his own experience. It appears from
them that he never heard the truth or found the Lord’s people
until he became acquainted with the person who was afterwards
his wife, who proved a suitable helpmeet both in nature and grace.
In her mother's house he first saw the “ Gospel Standard,” where
e found his state and exercises traced out. Speaking of it he
says, “It was made a great blessing to my soul, especially the
writings of Philpot, J. Rusk, and G. T. Congreve, and the ser-
mons published in it, &e.”

He was married on Oct. 12th, 1844. The following Lord’s
day, Mr. Clifford came to preach in a cottage near to his home
and he and his wife both went to hear him. The text was, “The
Lord liveth, and blessed be my Rock, aud let the God of my sal-
vation be exalted.” This sermon was blessed to the comfort of
his soul, and through it the Lord carried conviction to the heart
of his wife. She afterwards obtained mercy, as may be seen by
referring to her obituary, in the ‘“Gospel Standard,” Feb. No,,
1887. From that time their house was open to the Lord’s people
and ministers.

Shortly after, there was a vacancy for an attendant in the
Barming Heath Lunabic Asylom, and he applied for the place.
He went before the doctor, who said he was too short and not
strong enough for it. This became a great exercise of mind to
him, as he much wanted to leave the men and others he was con-
nected with in his employment. When in prayer to the Lord
about the matter, one day, while at his work, he felt a sweet near-
ness and assurance that the Lord wounld make the way plain and
he shounld have the place. He went home in the evening and told
his wife; but she said, “ You are neither big enough nor strong
enough.” He answered, “The Lord has assured me I shall have
it;” and in a few days the magistrate sent for him and gave him
the situation, which he filled for about 32 years There he ex-
perienced many trials and deliverances.

About four years after he was married, his wife had a severe fit
of illness; but the Lord granted him a wrestling spirit of prayer,
that he could mot give her up nor rest until the Lord gave him
these words, *“She shall not die, but live.”” This filled his heart
with peace and rest; for he had faith to believe she would be
raised up.

After 2 or 3 years the preaching was discontinued in the cot-
lage before-named; but having found a few of the Lord’s children,
11'6 and his wife clcaved to them, and they took a room in King
Stecet, Maidstone, and opened it for preaching. Here Mr. Rus-
sell of Rotherfield preached, Mr. Clifford, William Birch of Sta-
Plehurst, and others; but he himself, having liberty to leave his
Bltuation only one Lord’s day in a month, was much kept away

'om hearing the word, and it was a heavy trial for his faith.

Again his wife was taken very ill with bronchitis and pleurisy,

and had a long illness; and as he was so much from home, it
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tried him greatly. His sleep departed from him, and he found
no rest, Satan tempting him that it was of no use to pray. His
wife's affliction and the place he was in all seemed against him;
and with a deep sense of his sins and wretchedness before God,
he sank low indeed under temptation, unbelief, and trouble. But
one night in this distress, when he was at home, he went into the
front bedroom and knelt down by a chair, feeling that he could
not leave off prayer if the Lord did not appear. After some little
time the Lord spoke these words with power to his soul: * Be 1t
unto thee even as thow wilt”" He said, “Lord, thou knowest what
I will;” and sweet peace and assurance flowed in. He went and
told his wife she would get well; for the Lord had told him so.

After her recovery, when she was able to get out to chapel
again, Mr. Birch came to preach, and both she and her husbaund
had such a day of mercy and goodness under the preaching that
their hearts were knit to him and his ministry, and they all re-
joiced together. The love of God being now shed abroad in their
hearts, wisdom’s ways became to them ways of pleasantness and
all her paths peace; and they soon arranged to go to Staplehurst,
where Mr. Birch baptized them both on one day. This was a
memorable day to them, a day of joy and peace. ’

In the year 1864 the Lord’s afflicting hand was again laid on
his wife, and that for some months. She was also in great soul
trouble, and bhe was deeply exercised about her. - She had never
been broughtinto liberty; and in her affliction the terrors of the
law, sin, and guilt lay heavy on her sonl. While in prayer for
her in his bedroom at the Asylum, the Lord spoke these words to
him with power: *“This sickness is not nuto death, but for the
glory of God;” and he said, “I felt persuaded the Lord would
appear.” At this time the doctor at the Asylum allowed him to go
home every morning to see his wife; and shortly after this an-
swer to his prayer, he found her rejoicing and praising the Lord.
She said, “The Lord is come, and has forgiven me all my sins.
He has said, ‘Danghter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath saved
thee. Go in peace.’” Now they rejoiced and praised the Lord
together for his goodness and mercy. How sweet is the manil-
fested mercy of God to a poor, seeking soul.

My friend had many marked answeis to prayer and was also
blessed with much tenderness in the fear of God. He walked
much under a sense of his sinnership, and would say in conver-
sation, “I am such a sinner; and it often seems presnmption for
me to hope in his mercy. I seem so dead and prayerless; it 18
only when I get in real trouble I can pray much.”

After serving in the Asylum for 30 years he felt very an
xious to leave, but feared to put his hand to it. He sought
the Lord for deliverance, and these words came with sweetness
“Naphtali is a hind let loose.” He was brought to a quiet restin
the Lord, and was led to wait and watch his hand. After a 1it:tle
more than 32 years’ service, the magistrate superannuated him
releasing him with full pay for life, having proved him a faithful
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gorvant. This was a merciful interposition of providence; and
he and his wife saw the Lord’s hand in thus giving him favour
in the eyes of those he had to do with.

After this his wife’s eyesight failed from cataract, and her weak
state of health soon caused him trouble. Her loss in July, 1886,
was a heavy trial to him, for they were closely united, both na-
turally and spiritually. He was mercifully supported, though
Satan was permitted to try him much at times with evil sngges-
tions.

He and his wife both took great interest in the cause at Maid-
stone; in fact, they had the main part of the management of it,
and were looked up to with esteem by all the friends. When the
church was formed there in April, 1878, he was chosen to fill the
office of senior deacon.

Some ten months before his death, he had a note on a Lord’s
day morning, to say the minister expected that day was ill and
could not come. He said, ‘“This so cast me down, and I felt so
rebellious and full of murmuring that I could not pray or take
any partin the morning service.” But in the afternoon he engaged
in prayer and was quite broken down. These lines of Medley’s
came with power into his soul:

“I could from all things parted be,
But never, never, Lord, from thee;”

and the whole hymn (1105) was blessed to him.

I was engaged to supply on Lord's day, March 11th, and the
Tuesday following. I went to his house on the Saturday pre-
vious, and found him in a comfortable frame of mind, though
not quite in his usnal state of health. He told me the 303rd hymn
had been much on his mind during the week, and said, “I never
saw or felt such sweetness in it before.” He spent most of the
time speaking of his past experience of the Lord’s mercy, and
sald how many times the Lord had delivered him from his fears.
On Sunday morning he was still in the same sweet frame, and
was quite softened glrough the day under a sense of the Lord’s
goodness. My text was Eph.i. 17, 18; and the subject was very
applicable to him. In the afternoon he gave out hymn 1082,
and was again broken down. The 4th verse reads:

“When love in one delightful stream
Through every bosom flows,
‘When union sweet and dear esteem,
In every action glows!”

_After we returned home, he spoke of many things in his past
lifo; how the Lord met with him when quite a youth, what
trouble and distress he was in the day the Lord put away his sin,
what joy and peace he then enjoyed, and what goodness and
Mercy had followed him all through hislife. He spoke with tears
Ot Joy and comfort.

On Monday morning he was still peacefal and calm. Many
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times during the day did tears run down his face while speaking
of the Lord’s past mercies. On Tuesday morning he awoke about
2 o’clock, and hymn 1005 was very sweet to him:
“Come, let us join our cheerful songs,"”

In the evening service he gave out that hymn first, and seemed
filled with contrition. Our friends, Mr. and Mrs. W, sent for us
to take tea with them that afternoon, which he seemed pleased to
do. After dinner he became very unwell, and said he should not
be able to go. Afterwards he became better, and we went.
While there, as he was speaking to our friends of his not being
well, Mr. W. remarked “We do not know how soon the end will
come with us.” He said, “No, but if we are interested in the
Lord’s mercy, there is nothing to wish to live for.” Much of
the conversation was on the shortness of time, which he seemed
feelingly to enter into.

In the evening we went to the chapel, and though not very
well, he was still in the same softened frame. The last hymn he
gave out was the 833rd, and the second verse seemed much to ex-
press his feelings:

“Mercy may justly claim
A sinner’s thankful voice;
And judgment joining in the theme,

We tremble and rejoice.”
My text was Ps. Ixiii. 8: ‘““My soul followeth hard after thee;
thy right hand upholdeth me.” All the service seemed suitable
to him, but little did we think he was so near his end. That
night again he sat np until late, talking of his past experience
and the Lord’s manifested mercy, and seemed better in body.

The next morning he said he had not had a very good night,
and complained of pains in his chest; but he was still comfortable
in mind. He took breakfast with me, after which I left, little
thinking I should see him no more.

About the middle of the day he was taken with paing in bis
chest and bowels, and went to lie down on his bed. He quietly
passed away about 7 o’clock in the evening. Truly his end was
peace.

E. AsHEDOWN.

JorN HarRTLEY.—On Sept. 9th, 1888, aged 64, John Hartley,
for many years deacon of the church at Bradford, Y orkshire, and
for about twenty years minister of the gospel.

He preached with his feet and hands as well ag with his tongue;
for with his feet he preacbed consistency of walk, and with his
hands he administered to the necessity of saints. A doctor in
‘West Hartlepool once said of the late William Hall, who was a
preacher of the gospel, “If ever a man lived for heaven it was
William Hall,” and I can say the same of our late friend, John
Hartley. He wasnotahearer of the word only, but a doer. Heread,
heard, and preached the word, and practised what he believed
and preached. In his preaching he taught his hearers to live
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and walk the gospel they professed. He used to say, “Iam no
preacher, but a mere filler up of a gap;” but I can testify that
the gap which he filled up was one that many preachers never
fill up. He preached to the comscience, and if members of
churches were walking disorderly and neglecting the means of
grace he would reprove them sharply and point them to the pre-
ceptive parb of God’s Word, and tell them that their conduct
proved they were disobedient children. Some of his hearers did
not like this sort of preaching and called it legal.

No one could bring a charge against his moral character, for
his feet were shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.
He was like a cedar planted in the house of the Lord, and was
much beloved and very usefulin the church to which he belonged.
He believed and preached that a man’s faith without works is
dead, which is what God’s Word plainly declares. He had no
doubt seer some of the effects of a dead faith in the churches
where he had been called to preach. The apostle James says,
“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath
faith, and have not works? can faith save him?” A friend who
used to live in Bradford once said, I should have had to starve
while I was in B. but for one man’s kindness, whose name is John
Hartley. He supplied me and my family with every needfol
thing for some time before I leit B.”” John’s heart was ever open to
the poor and his hands supplied their needs. I could relate other
acts of kindness which he showed in helping the needy out of
his hard earnings. I believe he has now received the end of his
faith, even the salvation of hissoul,and that he is now in heaven.

In his last affliction I asked him if he could die resting on the
truths he had believed and preached. He said, “I can. I believe
salvation is by grace, without the works of the law, and I also
believe I am a subject of that grace which will soon land me in
heaven, where I shall be for ever with the Lord. God has done
great things for me, and he shall never hear the last of it.” He
spoke like a man who, by faith and desire, was looking forward
to entering an upper and a better world; for his faith was in
lively exercise and he was ready to depart. He said, “I have no
fear of death, but am waiting to hear the Lord say, ‘Come up
hither.” I remarked, “The Lord may spare you a little longer
that you may tell his people what he has done for you in this
affliction.” He replied, ‘I think not; but I am in his hands,
and I cannot be in a better place. He is my Refuge and my Rest.”
He made all arrangements for his faneral. I left him in asweet
and comfortable frame of mind, resting on the obedience and blood
of Christ, which was the last time I saw him. I buried him, by his
owu request, in Scholemoor cemetery, in the presence of a large
number of friends from the neighbouring churches, in sure and
certain hope of a glorious resurrection beyond the grave. Ihad
long known him, and can testify that he was a good and gracious
man, and a practical preacher of the gospel.

Davip SMITH.
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Sarar KiNg.—On Sept. 28, 1888, aged 65, Sarah King, a
member of the church at Smallfields.

I know but little of how she was brought to feol her lost and
ruined state by nature. She was baptized by the late Mr. Hatton,
and continued a consistent member at Smallfields to the day of
her death.

She had been in a weak, low state of health for a long time,
and at length was compelled to keep her bed. She had no par-
ticular disease, but died from weakness and prostration. I went
to see her and found her in a calm frame of mind, resting solely
on the finished work of Christ. I asked Ler how she felt in her
mind. Shesaid, *“Allis well. Christ is All aid in all to my poor
soul. Goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my life,
and the precious blood of Jesus hath taken away the sting of
death. 1t is by grace I am saved, through faith, and that is
God’s gift. I can do nothing. Creature-merit would be of no
use to me now. Satan sorely tries me at times, and tells me
there is something in true religion that I have never experi-
enced.” She was very dark at times in her mind, and then again
rejoiced in hope of the glory of God. One day her son asked her
how she felt. She replied, “In union with the Lamb.” At
another time he said, * Mother, how is it with you now?” when
she quoted the lines of a hymn:

“Tho’ painful at present, 'twill cease before long,
And then O how pleasant the Conqueror’s song!”
At another time, it being remarked that she seemed more com-
fortable, she replied, “ Yes, a little more so; but I want the Lord
to come and shine into my poor dark soul.” She begged of the
Lord to come, saying, “Blessed Jesus, do come.” She then said
to her son, “I want the Lord to come now. O, am I deceived,
after having professed his name all these years?” After a little
time she said,
“His love in time"past forbids me to think,
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink.”
At another time she said, ‘ He hath made with me an everlasting
covenant, ordered in all things and sure.” As she drew near her
end she said, “ Weary of earth, myself, and sin,
Dear Jesus, set me free,” &c.
She quietly passed away, without a struggle or a groan.

Her husband has lost an affectionate wife and her children a
loving, praying mother. At her own request I buried her in the
burying-ground at Smallfields chapel, in sure and certain hope of
a glorious resurrection unto eternal life. J. WHATFORD.

Mary PEDLEY.—On Oct. 19th, 1888, aged 101, Mary Pedley, &
member at Salem Chapel, Chatteris.

Ske was favoured with a good constitution, and never had much
pain or illness; for although she was confined to her bed three
years, she often said, “The Lord is very good to me. I have no
pain.”
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Sho was the youngest of a family of seventeen, and had six-
teen brothers. She hcerself had fourteen children, some of whom
are still living; and there are nearly one hundred and fifty de-
scendants. She was arrested about sixty-nine years ago by a
word from the Lord, and made to see herself a lost, ruined, and
helpless sinner; and this conviction never left her till the day of
her death. She was led by the Blessed Spirit to behold the Lamb
of God which taketh away the sin of the world, and was made a
steadfast believer in the electing love of God and in the finished
work, righteousness, and blood of Christ; also in the work of the
Holy Spirit, who alone can create poor helpless sinners anew in
Christ Jesus.

When first convinced of her state as a sinner she lived in a
lonely cottage two miles from chapel; but such was her earnest
desire to hear the word preached that distance and weather hin-
dered her not. Once she stood still in the deep snow, not know-
ing whether to proceed, when the words came to her: *“Thisis the
way; walk ye mit,” and on she walked to chapel. That evening
she had a special blessing. At this time she counld not read; but
many passages of Scripture came to her mind and she would ask
the minister where they were and what they meant. She would
often say, “I could not read a letter when I was called by grace;
but the Lord has tanght me, and now I can read achapter;” and
her conversation proved that she did not read in vain. She was
greatly favoured with communion with God, and constantly
walked half a mile to chapel until she was nearly ninety-eight.
With her it was not mere chapel-going that satisfied her soul,
but the visits and blessing of her God, and this sustained her
through many great and sore family troubles.

She was at times sweetly led into the green pastures and en-
abled to lie down beside the still waters of everlasting love. Many
precious promises were engraven on her heart. One she often
quoted, which was the following: “I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee.” She often sang the hymn commencing,

“Guide me O thou great Jehovah.”
Also:
“Yes, I shall soon be landed;”
Anq .
“On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.”

When I visited her I never found her discontented or com-

plaining. She often said, “The Lord will provide;” and she
found him a covenant- keeping and promise-performing God.
. Latterly her faculties greatly failed her; but when she spoke
16 was generally in prayer or praise. A little while before she
breathed her last she said, * Blessed Jesus!” Whenever I visited
her I always felt to be in the presence of a godly person, and never
50 felt my own littleness as a Christian when in the presence of
4nyoneas I did with her. R. MaYELL.
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DETHANY.

WiEN evening’s cool refreshing brecze
Waved the fair boughs of cedar trees,
And when the gentle dew had wet
The tow’ring brow of Olivet;

Then Jesus with his chosen few

Trod the worn path that well he knew;
Awhile from worldly cares to flee,
And find sweet rest in Bethany.

There Mary, in her much-loved place,
Would gaze upon her Master’s face,
And drink in every word that fell
From the dear lips she loved so well.
Oft would she raise a tearful eye
And meet a glance of sympathy;

She did not to the Lord disclose

The weary tale of all her woes.

Her gentle heart desired no more
Than this,—to listen and adore.
Brethren, O would that we could be
Like those who dwelt at Bethany.

No more they sojourn pilgrims here,
But are with him they loved so dear;
And ne'er shall Mary’s trusting heart
Be from her Saviour torn apart.

But she, with all her sins forgiven,
Sits at her Master’s feet in heaven;
No trouble rests on Martha’s brow,
No earthly care can taint her now.
And Lazarns, no more to die,

Now joins his voice with those on high.
Brethren, O would that we could be
Like those who dwelt at Bethany !

SaY you, “I am in darkness, and sometimes I am afraid I shall
die in darkness.” Aye, s0 am I too; the Lord knows I am. I do not
know that death ever appears to me more terrific than when I feel a
fear that I shalldie indarkness; I donot want such a death as that.
Bat I can tell you what the Lord has brought me to know a little of
and to feel a little satisfaction in, and that 1is, that if God should se®
good that I should die in darkness, I am but level with the Lord Jesus
Christ. He was in darkness, and cried out in darkness, “My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Why, bless you, poor souls,
we have solemn company when we have such company as this, have
we not? Even in our dark moments, when we are able, in some mes
sure, to feel that we are in such company, we trace a little of “the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,” that he put himself so low as to b
a pillow in death to his poor people, if they were dark there, thob
they might find rest in him eventually, and be led to glorify him.—
W. Gadsby.
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BURREY REFORMED BENEFIT SOCIETY.
Enrolled under Aot of Parliament, 18 & 19 Vict., cap. 63.
INVESTED CAPITAL, £5,700,

BoaLx I, SoaLs II. 8oaLe III,

Monthly Subscrlptions ..e.c.ceveeesuoees | £0 1 6 £0

ick Pay, per Week ..cceeve.cevvesesmecss | £0 10 0 £1 0 0 £110 0
embel“lDeﬂth ¢ 100 NP EOLE s s 00 sR o e 7 10 0 16 0 0 22 0 0
ife's Death « . ..o0e v iiiiiien e, 315 0 710 0 1110 0
Rules, price 6d. Forms of application sent upon receipt of a stamp for reply.
WitLiam Pixe, Becretary, 11, York Grove, Queen’s Road, Peckham, S.E.

URREY TABERNACLE BENEFIT SOCIETY.

InsTiTUTED 1843, EnmROLLED 1867.
PAID last Year to its Membera for SICKNESS and DEATH, £1,300,
The Committee beg to call the uttention of Christian young men, between the ages of
18 and 38 to this Society, which has been in existence 44 years.

Its INVESTED CAPITAL ia now £12,000’

and it pays to its Members £1 per Week in Sickness; £15 at Death, and
}£7 10s. at the Death of a Member's Wife, The Subscriptions are (after the
first year) 28. 6d. per Month—No extras.

\' This Society is founded on Gogpel Principles, is not confined to Baptists, neither
is it necessary that applicants slhould be members of churches, but they must be
believers in Free and Sovereign Grace. Forms of application free (or with a copy
of the Rules for five stamps), may be had of the Secretary, Mr. THOMAS KNOTT,
189, Alscot Rodd, Bermondsey, London, S.E.

HOUSES FOR OCCUPATION OR INVESTMENT.
' The Directors of the WEST LONDON AND PROVINCIAL PERMANENT
BUILDING SOCIETY are prepared to make liberal Advances to Tenants and others

Pesiring to purchese Houses in any locality.

| Prospectus, with scale of repayments and law charges, and all information required
by intending buyers, given Free of Charge, on application to
46, BEDFORD Row, HOLBORN. J. D. HOLCOMBE, Secretary.

%NUINE TESTIMONIAL. BERRY’S OINT-
M NT.—Broomfleld, Maidstone, February 11,1888, Mrs.C. Hodges,—I am very thankful I have
found a remedy for ¢ Leurs,” and that your ointment has cured my sore lip which I have had for 15 years.
teame Lo a tumourlast summer. Itried a great many things, but without result. Three doctors persuaded
me to Lave it taken off, but at last [ tried your ointment, which quite cured it in twe months, Please
tend me another box.—H, Butler.” Cure for Bad Legs, Ulcers, Carbuncles, Broken Rreasts, Quinsy,
Sore Throats, Sore Lips, Scalds, Boils, Burns, Bruises, Cuts, Abscesses, Whitlows, Piles, Poison Wounds,
Sigln Eruptions, Chapped Hands, Tender Feet, Corns, Bunions, Sprains, Cold on the Chest, Sore Eyes,
Ringworw, Vaccination Eruptione, Tumours, &c. Cancers greatly relieved. 7Try one Box. 7To be ob-
“'i;d of all Patent Medicine Vendors, or from the maker direct, post free, 1s.4d., 23, 9d., 43. 9d.—
C. HODGES, 14, Belgrave Boad, Tunbridge Wells.

| Aldridge’s Ringworm Ointment has been used for many years, and is invaluable
0 curing Ringworms and Scald Heads. To be had only of Miss Aldridge, Church
treet, Staines, at 1s. per box, or post free for 1s. 14d. Family boxes, 2s. 104d., post free.

i A Pamphlet, by G. ELVEN, Baptist Minister, on the Liver, its Offices and Disorders
cluding Sluggishness and Biliousness); their Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment.
'f"'d Edition, of 6,000. To be had of G. Elven, 56, Leatherdale Street, Globe Road,
ile Enq, Lendon, E. Price 1}d., post free 2d.

Remove the Cause, the Effects will Cease.—Send for the late T. CHIVERS’ in-
luable Remedy for Corns, Bunions, or Tender Feet. Now supplied by the Widow.
opy of TESTIMONIAL, unsolicited. ‘4, Castle View, Bath.
Dear Mrs. Chivors,—I feel it my duty to tell you of the benetit I have received
fom your lotion for corng, bunions, and tender feet. I have been suffering with bad
%8t for 24 years, and nover had anything {o do them any good before. It acted like
:i‘c. and walking is now a pleasure to me, while before it was a great pain even to
bt down stairs. You aro ut liberty to publish this, and I shall highly recommend
P?l any I know thut are suffering in o similar way. Yours sincerely, J. Gay.” B
e 20 mote the address, 66, Mildway Grove, Mildmay Park, N. -~ Estublishod 25
8. Price 28, 9d. post free.




MUNDY'S TEAS

Are selected with the vory best judgment from the London market, aud sent oy
ringe paid to any part of the United Kingdom.

W. M. begs most respectfully to thank his friends for all past favours and to 8

that Lis only nddress is now as below.

The three following Teas will be found of bost value ut respective prices.
61bs. Fine Rich Liquoring New Season’s Tea Leaf rather broken) 8s,
61bs. of Choice Ceylon Blend ... ... .. . .« .. 108
61lbs. of Finest Ceylon ... ... .« .. i w128

SnourLp BE TRIED AT ONCE.
Samples Teas, Sugars, §ec., free to the Trade.
Agents liberally supplied with Packet Teas.
P.0.0. ravasLe To W. MUNDY, WESTBOURNE DPARK,
ONLY ADDRESS,
W. MUNDY,
13, SOUTHAM STREET,
UPPER WESTBOURNE PARK, LONDON, W.

T E A S. T E AS. TEAS.
A. RONNER bhaving secured some of the finest parcals of this year’s Tex
is now offering them to the publie at the following low prices (viz.);

24 1bs. of good Household Tea for . 4s, 0d.
23 1bs, of our 2s. Bleuded Tea for . 43. 64.! Post
24 1bs. of our Celebrated Indian Tea for . 58, 3d.( free.
24 1bs. of our Cclebrated Ceylon Tea for .. 68, 2d.

11b. of Tea at 25., 2s. 4d., 2s, 6d., 2s. 8d. and 3s,, sent post {rce to any part of il
United Kingdom. .

A. RONNER,

WHOLESALE TEA DEALER,
55, GROSVENOR TERRACE, CAMBERWELL.,

Warmth and Comfort for the Winter.—Walter Keast, 102, Kennington Purt
Road, London, S.E., is sendipg daily to all parts of the United Kingdom his celebrat
Cyprus Slippers. These slippers are of superior finish, lined all through with red flanne
and give universal satisfaction. Delivered free by parcel post: Ladies’, 1/6; Gents',}§
Send No. of size or paper length required. Norwegian Slippers, an inferior make¢
above, sent postfree: Children’'s, Gd.; Ladies’ 9d.; Gents’, 1s.

FLITTON’S CATTLE CONDIMENT (Opimare, to fatten)
is believed to be the best and chespest offered to the pubiic. 1f usedaccording to dir®
tions, to flavour the ordinary meal, &c., it will hasten the fattening of pigs, bullocks
&¢., keeping them in a healthy and thriving condition, and it is believed to be a pl‘eV‘?ﬂl
tive of swine fever. There is nothing better for hard-worked-horses—used Wi
damped food. Bpecinlly recommended for use in cold and wet weather, as ib. con tait]
valuable tonics and stimulants. Some flattering tostimonials have been received frc¥
readers of the “G. S.,” copies of which can be had onapplication. Itis offered at thy
low price of 15s. per cwt, 8s. per }.cwt., and 4s. 6d. per 28 1bs., in bags on rail, U
Fritrox and SoN, Radwell, Baldock, Herts.

Preserve your Sight by using Darnley’s improved Periscopic Pebble Specmch’
Sold by leading opticians for a guinea a pair. Send postal order, 8s. 3d., state age, 8%
about Llow many inches from the eye you can read this advt., to Barnard and Son,
Christ Church Road, Bournemouth. Mr. E. Barnard is the inventor and patente?]
the Opsiometer, an instrument for accurately determining the correct sight requ"'eb
~ Advice to those about to Marry.—Get a good Guinea Gold Wedding Ring |
sending a Postal Order for 9s.,10s., 12s., 158., 17s. 6d., 20s., 258., or 30s. Gold Mizp
Keepers, 58. to 30s. Cut a hole in card for size of finger.

BARNARD, Watch Maker, Henley.on-Thames.

Persons suffering from indigestion, chronio and other internal nﬁeotions.,‘
invited to send for PAMPHLET containing testimonial from Mr. Hemington, Dev;n,
Enclose stamped addressed envelope to Thos. Stevenson, Medical Carbon Comp!
Nottinghem,
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THE NEW BIRTH.

A BERMON PREACHED AT ZOAR CHAPEL, LONDON, BY THE LATE MR.
KERSHAW, ON LORD’S DAY EVENING, MAY 6TH, 1855.

“ Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God.”—JNo. i. 13, ’

Wz had these words under consideration this morning, and

romised, as it should please the Lord to assist, first, to take no-
tice of the threefold negative in reference to being born again;
that it is not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, secondly, the positive declaration concerning the new
birth,—it is solemnly declared to be ‘“‘of God;” and in the third
place, we promised to point out some of the Scriptural marksand
evidences of a poor sinner being born of God.

It is not our design to take up much time in recapitulating
what has already been said. Suffice it to say that religion does
not run in the blood from the parent tothe child. This we showed
from sundry parts of the Scriptures, and proved to a demoxn-
stration from observation and experience. In the second place,
we have shown that being born again is not of the will of the
flesh; because poor, corrupt, and depraved nature, which is what
we are to nnderstand by the flesh, stands directly opposed to re-
generation in its commencement; and that flesh is said to lust
against the Spirit, to fight and war against the grace of God in
the heart all the way through; so that it is not of the will of the
flesh that we are born of God, but it is contrary to it. In the
third place, it is said that itisnot of the will of man. Man’s cor-
rupt, depraved will ever was, is now, and ever will be in oppo-
sition to God’s work of grace in the soul of a poor sinner; so that
man, neither in reference to his blood, nor his flesh, nor his will,
has anything to do with the work of regeneration, as regards the
effecting of it. As our text declares, we are * born of God.” We
have dwelt upon the positive declaration, showing that it is God’s
work to create a poor sinner anew in Christ Jesus, to quicken the
sinner dead in trespasses and sins, to call him by bhis efficacious
and all-couquering grace, to open the heart, to open the bliud
¢yes, and to unstop the deaf enr. Whatever metaphor is used, it
lmplies that the work is exclasively effected by God. Though the
_Lord does and will honour instrumentality, that instrumcntality
18 nothing without the power and gracious influence of the Holy
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Spirit. Paul plants and Apollos waters, but there is no increase
in the conversion of sinuers, no lofty looks brought down, no
haughty heart abased, but as the power of God is made manifest
in the Word ; no soul is truly humbled and brought into the
liberty of the sons of God, but as the power of the Lord is dis-
played, not by creature might, but by the power of the great
Creator of the heavens, the mighty God of Jacob.

We now come to the last part of the subject, namely, the evi-
dence you and I have that we are or are not born of God. This
is a very solemn subject. O that the preacher may be under the
guidance and direction of the unerring Spirit of God in entering
upon it! The Lord grant you the hearing ear and the under-
standing heart, and a spirit of serious examination. Let there be
great searchings of heart among us, that we may see how matters
stand between God and our precious, never-dying souls. We
may have a form of godliness, a name to live, and make a great
show in the flesh, and yet not be born of God. And what will
it avail us in the dying hour, in the swellings of Jordan, if we are
destitute of a good hope through grace of interest in the finished
work of the Redeemer? If we are born and tanght of God, we
have Christ formed in our hearts by the Holy Spirit of God, the
hope of immortal glory, which hope to the heaven-born soul is an
anchor sure and steadfast.

But to the subjectin hand,—the evidences of being born again,
adduced from the Word of God. Now what is theevidence of a
child being born into the world and that it is a living child? As
gure as the child is born and is alive, so sure thechild will cry. The
still-born child never cries. So it isin a spiritual point of view. As
soon a8 God’s work of grace in regeneration takes place in the soul
of the poor sinner, that poor sinner, like a new-born child, will begin
to cry and pray; for crying or prayeris the very breath of the soul
that is born of the Spirit of God; and no one of Adam's fallen race
ever could or ever can cry and pray to God spiritually, until the
Lord has commenced the work of regeneration and of grace in
his soul. He may indeed pray, but not spiritnally. Devils prayed,
and the Lord answered and granted their request that they might
go into the herd of swine. A natural man may pray, and it is
right he should, for those natural favours and mercies which he
feels he stands in need of, and he should be thankful to his great
Creator and Benefactor for them. It was Nebuchadnezzar's great.
sin that he did not acknowledge God, in whose hand his breath
was. There neither is nor can be spiritual prayer without re-
generating grace.

Now we mnust have proof from God’s own Word for every state-
ment that we bring forward; and in reference to this subject we
shall refer to Saul of Tarsus. Before he was born of God and
called by God’s grace, he was a Pharisee of the Pharisees, one
that made long prayers and used “ vain repetitions,” and loved to
be heard for their much speaking. No doubt he was a very fine
prayer-maker, and much admired for his talent and ability; but
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he never spiritually cried to God till God regencrated his soul.
When Jesus met him in the way to Damascus and took possession
of his soul, and said, “ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thon me? It
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks,” then the word of the
Lord that is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, entered into his very heart and soul. Jesus pulled down
the strong man armed that had been keeping his palace in safety,
and set np his own kingdom in his soul. “Lord,” said Saul,
“What wilt thou have me to do? I am in thy hand, like clay in
the hand of the potter,””—an evidence that grace had taken pos-
gession of his soul. As we observed in the mnorning, he was made
willing in the day of the Liord’s power. The Lord directed him
where to go, and said it should be told him what he shonld do and
suffer for his name’s sake. And the Lord appeared to Ananias,
and bade him go tothis Saul of Tarsus. Ananias was alarmed,
and raised objections. ‘“Ah, Lord,” he said, “We know what
evil he has done to the saints in Jerusalem ; and he is come with
authority to persecute ns and put us into prison. Do not send
me into the paw of this Benjamite, who is coming like a wolf
against thy people.” But the Lord settled all his scruples by
informing him that after all Saul’s persecution, he was a vessel
of mercy, and he said, “Behold, he prayeth.” He was troly con-
verted. He was like the new-born babe or the sucking lamb; so
that when Ananias understood his character and kmew that he
was a vessel of mercy, he felt soul-union to him, entered into his
?ct!use, called him brother, and spoke to him the words of eternal
ife.

We have something here, my friends, to test ourselves by. Are
we living without heartfelt prayer to God? If so, there is noevi-
dence that we are born of God. We may read and pray, as thou-
sands have done to-day, drawing near to God with our lips, but
having our hearts far from him. Prayers may be repeated in
words, but yet not felt in the soul of the poor sinner. The pre-
paration of the heart for real spiritnal praycr is from the Lord
a_lone. As gure as a sinner is born of God, God convinces him of
sin, and lays death, the judgment-day, and eternal realities with
a solemn weight upon his mind. Many before God have been
made, like the Philippian jailor, to tremble in their souls, and to
answer to the character of whom the Lord has said, “To this man
will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and
t‘shat trembleth at my word.” The poorsinner trembles not only
in body, but in soul, and cries out with the publican, “God be
merciful to me, a sinner;”’ and that will be his prayer all throngh
the wilderness and on a dying bed. The poor publican was born
of God when he was bowed down with sin and guilt, and daved
not lift so much as his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his breast,
“{hlle he exclaimed with his whole heart aud soul, *“God be mer-
ciful to me, a sinner.” Ah! my friends, if we are born of God and
feel ourselves sinking with a guilty conscience, with the burden
of our 8ing,—sing more in number than the hairs of our head and
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too heavy for us to bear, we shall ery to the Lord, and our prayor
will be, *“Lord, save mo, or I perish.”

I do not think that the prayer of those that are born of God is
very long; it is more in broken accents and heartfelt breathings
and longings: “Lord, help me. O Lord, I am oppressed; under-
take for me.” David was born of God wlen he felt himself sink-
ing in the mire, clay, and the horrible pit. He cried unto the Lord,
and the Lord heard him, and raised him up and fixed him upon the
Rock of Ages, and established his goings. Beloved, can you give
any account of the Lord so working in your soul to will and to do
of his own good pleasure, so that you are necessitated to go into
your closet or some quiet, secluded place for self-examination, to
kneel down before the Lord and confess your sin and sinfulness;
to tell the Lord that if he were to mark iniquity and deal with
you according to your transgressions, you could not stand before
him; to pray with earnestness and fervency that he would save
you, teach you, guide you, and make you what he would have you
to be? If you are born of God, there will be heart-felt sighing,
groaning, lamentation, and woe in your souls, because of the dis-
coveries you have made of the depravity of your nature, of the
evil of your heart, and of your manifold transgressions. If you
arc born and tanght of God, you will be arraigned at God'’s bar,
in the court of your conscience, and tried by God’s law ; all hope
of saving and helping yourselves will be cut off, and you will be
brought 1n guilty and condemned; and lying at the feet of the
dear Redeemer, you will say, “I am resolved, and that is my last
defence, if I perish, to perish at the footstool of thy mercy.”

These aresome of the evidencesthat a poorsinneris bornof God.
Those who are born of God can no more live without prayer, with-
out crying to God and panting,.than they can live without food.
Those who are born of God have their hongerings and thirstings
after him. ‘“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness; for they shall be filled.” Natural water can rise
no higher than to its own level,—natural and worldly things.
Grace, like spiritual water, will rise to its own level,—spiritunal
realities. “The water that Ishall give him (regeneration, my Holy
Spirit, and my grace) shall be in him a well of water springing
up into everlasting life.” The springing well is felt in the heaven-
born soul, who feelsand says with David, “ My soul followeth hard
after God.” *As the hart panteth after the waterbrooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, O God.” In the soal that is born of
God there is a going out in meditation, in prayer, sighs, groans,
pantings, breathings, and longings after the Lord, that we may
know him feelingly and experimentally for ourselves, and that
we may have his sweet love shed abroad in our hearts. Man, in
a state of pature, never wants to feel the love of Christ. The
hcaven-born soul cries to the Liord that he may have a knowledge
of aud interest in redeceming love and blood ; that, living or dying,
lic may be found clothed in Immanuel’s robe of righteousness;
that he may stand complete and accepted in the Beloved ; that he
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may be conformed to his image and may live to his honour and
glory. This is the eviderce of life in the souls of God’s living
and regenerated family. Do you know anything of it? I hope
many of you can say, “My soul responds to these Bible state-
ments and these experimental evidences of being born of God.”

But again. Another evidence of being born again we have in
our Lord’s own words, “Except ye be converted and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
In what sense of the word are we to become as a little child?
Nicodemus could not make this out; he was amazed at the doctrine.
“Can a man,” he said, “enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born?” O no; “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”” Yet the
metaphor holds good. If we are born of God, we are converted,
and experimentally become as little children. We have the em-
blem described more fully by the Lord himself in Ezek. xvi., under
the form of a new-born child cast out into the open field to the
loathing of itself, in its blood, unwashed, unsuckled, nnclothed,
destitute, indigent, and forlorn, the very picture of helplessness,
unable to do the least thing for itself; it can do nothing but cry.
Now there is not a man that is born of God and truly taught his
weakness and helplessness, his depravity, nakedness, and inabil-
ity even to think a good thought, who does not see in this child
an emblem of himself. More than forty years have I seen myself
described as a poor sinnerin the rew-born babe, under these very
circumstances. If any of you think you have a good heart and
ean do anything for yourselves towards your salvation, either in
whole or in part, yon are not troe-born babes, you are not truly
and spiritually born and taught of God and made acquainted
with your indigence and helplessness. This emblem will not
only fit the new-born babe in grace; but the child, the young
man, the father and mother in Israel will find themselves as weak
and helpless, and as dependent upon the Lord as the new-bora
babe was.

Before I left the vestry to-night and entered the pulpit, though
I'have long been in the work of the ministry and long known the
Lord, I think I felt my own weakness, inability, and insafficiency
to do anything spiritually good, to preach the word of life to
comfort, profit, and edification as much as I ever did in my life.
If we are born of God like this little child, we feel our weakness
and helplessness. And we cannot, my friends, be too sensible
of our own weakness, helplessness, and sinfulness, nor lie too
humble in the dust before the Lord. Paul says, “When I am
weak, then am I strong;"” and the Lord says he gives power to
the faint, and to them that have no might he increases strength.
Sece the regard that the Lord has for a poor sinner that is troly
born of God, converted, and become asalittle child! Intho very
ase under consideration we read that the Lord passed by and
Saw tho now-born babe, looked upon it with compassion and love,
and spread his skirt over it,—typical of Liis glorious robe of right-
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eousness with which he adorns the heaven-horn family, the heirs
of immortal bliss. He washed the child, —emblematical not only
of the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy
Ghost, but of all our sin and pollution being washed away in the
atoning blood of the Lamb. Heaven-born souls cannot do with-
out blood, the atoning blood of Christ, the precious fountain open
for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The
Liord adorned and decorated the child, and so the time was a time
of love. Thus we see the evidences of being born again and be-
coming as little children,—secing and feeling our helplessness,
weakness, insufficiency, inability, and our real, spiritual poverty
and destitution. All we can do is to add sin to sin, and to
bewail our wretchedness. But the Lord will have mercy and
compassion upon the poor sinner thus born of his Blessed Spirit,
and will do everything for him that he stands in need of.

1 have no doubt there is many a precious soul here to-night
that says, “ Well, the emblem of a new-born babe sets forth my
case. I am as weak and helpless, and as dependent and indigent
as the new-born babe. I am nothing but sin and weakness. I
can do nothing but make the rent worse, The Lord must do all,
or I am undone.” Do you really feel thus? Are you brought
to the point that you really and solemnly feel that youn are nothing
and that you can do nothing, and that all must be done for you?
Have you really learned that solemn truth that dropped from the
Master’s lips, “Without me ye can do nothing?” and that if
Christ strengthens you, you can do all things? These are Scrip-
tural marks and evidences of a child being born of God.

Again. Peter illustrates this by a metaphor similar to that
which we have just had under consideration, only he directs our
attention in another channel. ‘As new-born babes desire the
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby; if so be ye
have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” Now, firstto the emblem,
and then to the illustration of its spirituality.

The God of nature has implanted in the very constitution of
the new-born babe a craving desire for the breast and milk of its
mother, that it may grow thereby. The affectionate mother takes
the babe in her arms and puts it to the breast; and how naturally
does the child begin to suck, while the mother looks down upon it
with the greatest love and affection, and if she is a gracious, God-
fearing woman, she looks higher and prays that ten thousand bles-
sings may rest upon it. Then come to the reality of the subject.
The God of grace has implanted in the very constitntion of a regen-
erated child of God a fervent, earnest, craving desire for the sincere
milk of the Word, the Word of God’s grace, the sacred Scriptures,
and a desire for the ministration of the word by his sent servants.
As sure as a poor sinner is born of God he will be led to obey the
Word of God: “Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye
have eternal life, and they are they which testify of me.” Thave
geen many who have been born of God, and before that time they
could not read a chapter, and some of them did not know even
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their letters; but a thirst came napon them, such a desire for the
Word of God, that they have got some friends to teach them their
letters, then they have been able to put two or three words to-
gether and read little sentences; and then they have got into the
New Testament,and couldread the sermon on the mount: *“ Blessed
are the poor in spirit; for their’s is the kingdom of heaven.”
Afterwards they have got some books and some hymns that they
found good to their souls. O how fast they learn! They are
the best learners, because they have the Spirit and grace of God
dwelling in them and creating a fervent desire to know the sacred
Scriptures, to have them written upon the fleshy tables of their
heart by the Spirit of the living God, that they may be the living
epistles of our Lord Jesus Christ, known aud read of all men,
written not with ink, but by the Spirit of God, not upon tables
of stone, but upon the fleshy tables of their hearts.

We had some years ago a singular incident illustrating this.
There lived in a village an old grey-headed sinmer, bordering
upon foarscore years old. There were two Godfearing men in
the village, who felt for the old man, and one of them said to
him, *““Our minister is going to preach at a friend’s honse on such
a night; I will call for you. Will you go with me?” “No,” he
said, “I won’t. I will have nothing to do with yon Dissenters.
I am a Churchman. All my ancestors were church-people. I was
christened, confirmed, and married at charch, and I intend to be
buried there; and it is enough for me.” “Well,” said the other,
“you and I have been good friends. T have several times done
you a kindness, and I should take it as a kindness if you would
come with me and hear our minister preach the word of eternal
life.” “Well,” said the old man, “you certainly have been a
good neighbour and have done me many kindnesses, and if it will
oblige you, I will go.” The time came, and the Godfearing man
called for the grey-headed sinnerand poured outhisheartin prayer
that the Holy Ghost would wound the conscience of the old man.
The minister drew the bow at a venture, the Holy Ghost directed
the arrow, and the man felt a wounded conscience. He went home,
and, sitting by the fire, he reflected, and looked into the grate,
but he said not a word for a considerable time. His old wife, an
ignorant woman, said to him in the Lancashire dialect,  What’s
to do?” “I cannot tell,” said the old man; “but yonder minister
said words that sank deeper into my soul than any that ever
dropped from the lips of man in all my born days.” “Ah!” she
said, “I thought how it would be. They’ll make us as bad as
themselves. We'll not desert our religion. Thou shalt go no
more.” So much for her ignorance. But when the word of the
Lord is rivetted in the conscience like a nail in a sure place, it
cannot be erased. The next time the old man did not want to
be called for; he longed for the time to come, and he went again,
and the Lord wrought more powerfully and effectnally than
before. He retarned with greater exercises and soul-concern
about eternal realities than ever he felt before. He sat in the
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samo position bofore the fire as he did on the previous occasion, and
as a new-born babe this man of fourscore years desired the sinccre
milk of the word. “[wish,” hesaid to his wife, “you would find
me our old Bible.” It needed to be found up, for 1t had not been
nsed for months, or perbaps for years. The BBible was found. The
wife takes her apron and rubs off the dust, and gives the book to
her husband. He reads a little here and there, and ponders
it over in his mind, and then he says, “I siy, wife, i this our
right old Bible that we had ever since we were married?”
“Yes,” she said; “you know we never had any other.” Then he
reads again, and after thinking, with greater earnestness, he says,
I say, is this our right old Bible?” “Yes,” she says; *“Why,
can’t you believe me? We never had another.,” “Well, then,”
says he, “if it's our right old Bible, 1’ve got new een”—that is,
new eyes. Yes, the cyes of his understanding were opened; the
veil of ignorance was rent off ; he had & new heart, new desires,
and he began to see the wonders recorded in the sacred Scrip-
tures.

As sure, my friends, as a soul is.born of God, so sare will that
soul have a desire for the Word of God; and though it condemns
and rcproves him, he must come to the light. “Search me, O
God, and know my lLeart, try me, and know my thoughts; and
sco if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
cverlasting.” “0O Lord, teach me. I am dark and ignorant; in-
struct me.” If we are born of God, we shall be glad that we have
the Scriptures in our own mother tongue, and we shall read them
for edification, comfort, and profit, and say, as Jeremiah did:
“Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.” “ How sweet,” said
David, ¢“are thy words to my taste, yea, sweeter than honey to
my mouth.” The soul that is not born of God does not enjoy this
sweetness; he does not eat the word of God and inwardly digest
it, and live upon it by precious faith.

But more on this branch of the subject. A man born of God,
prior to that birth may have been spending his Sabbaths in carnal
pleasures and amusemcats, as thousands have been doing in your
great metropolis this day, neglecting the means of grace and
turning their backs upon the preached gospel; and when I look
at that class, I have no stone to throw at them. I see the day
in the eye of my mind when I hated the means of graceand fled
from them as much as I could. The people of God were to me
a people of no pleasure und enjoyment. Iremember saying when
my father and his associates used to meet in prayer, *Poor
moping fools! Men of ro pleasure and enjoyment!” And I said
within myself, when my father would compel me to attend prayer-
meetings, for I did not like this exercise of his authority, though
I revered him as a natural father, *“The day will come when I
shall be my own master, when I shall be from under your aatho-
rity, and then I will go with my companions, and have my en-
joyment.” But, Oh! T have blessed the Lord a thousand times
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that hofore T came to that age, my soul was born of God. God's
graco and kingdom were sct up in my heart, and the reanlt was
that old things passed away, old companions werc forsaken, old
practices left off, and pew feclings and desires filled my soul.
Whero there i3 a thirat for the Word of God’'s grace, the soul
will go to the house of God and love to hear the character of the
poor sinner described, delight to hear the way of salvation pointed
out throogh the precious blood of the Son of God. Where there
is a desire for the sincere milk of the word, as recorded in the
Bible; where there is a desire for the ministration of the word,
and a delight to hear the silver trumpet of the gospel blown,
that soul is born of God. The tabernacles of the Lord become
amiable. O what an amazing change regenerating grace produces!
The soul that is born of God can say, ¢ How amiable are thy
tabernacles, O Lord! T had rather be a doorkeeper in the hous»
of my God, where prayer is offered, praise is sung, the everlasting
gospel preached, and where thesaints of the Most High God meet,
than dwell in the tents of wickedness.” O how amiable is the
place where the Lord condescends to meet with and bless his
family ! i

These are tokens, undeniable, Scriptural evidences that we are
born again; and if we are born of God, we are the sons of God,
and joint-heirs of God, heirs with the Lord of life and glory.

But, in connection with this subject, we observe again, that if
we are born of God and blessed with spirituality, the new man
is created in righteousness and true holiness. O let us pause here
and seriously examine ourselves by the rule laid down. If we are
born again of God we have a spiritual appetite, a spiritual
palate, and nothing can satisfy our longing desire but God, the
living God of grace, the God of salvation. If a soul is born of
God, let him have all the gold and silver, and lands and tene-
ments heaped upon him; let him have all the honours and titles
that can be given among men; will they satisfy him? Will they
bring peace and rest and joy into his soul? No; the heaven-born
soul in such circumstances will feel, * All is vanity below the sun,
and vexation of spirit,” and will exclaim,

“ Were I possessor of the earth
And called the stars my ownp.”
And, O, my soul has felt the next lines:
“Without thy graces and thyself,
I were a wretch undone.” .

The heaven-born soul can never be satisfied with the world, but
must aspire to nobler, more glorious, an