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THE 

BAPTIST MESSENGER. 

BLESSINGS MANIFOLD AND MARVELLOUS. 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

"He delivered me, because He delighted in me."-Ps.A.LM xviii. 19, 

THE experience of believers has much in common. The language in 
which they are wont to express it bears a close resemblance. You may 
-0ften take the language out of one good man's mouth and put it intO'the 
mouth of another without committing any violence. The words of David 
will doubtless suit hundreds and thousands of you who fear the Lord. Yon 
will be able to lay hold of this sentence, full many of you, I hope, with the 
hand of appropriation, and be enabled, by God the Holy Spirit, to say, as 
He said, "He delivered me because He delighted in me.'' 

These words may suggest to us a pleasant fact to sing about: " He 
delivered me ;" a precious truth to think about, "because He delighted in 
me;" and a proper course to set a bout; since His delight in me has issued 
in my deliverance, let my dalight in Him produce a response of gratitude. 

· '' He delivered me'' expresses a fact in the life history of the saint which 
may well provoke the gratitude and inspire the song of him who has wit
nessed such amazing grace. We need .not disintomb the tale of David's 
rescue from peril ; let us take our own narrative. And how can I revoke 
the memory of this better than by referring to some points in John Bunyan' s 
wonderful allegory? As pilgrims to the Celestial City, we have often had 
to sing," He delive1·ed me." You remember well, when you resided in the 
City of Destruction, you breathed the same atmosphere, followed the same 
fashions, and indulged the same lusts of the flesh that others do.. Prone to 
sin, and prompt to participate in other men's sins, you mingled with them 
in their unha.llowed pursuits. You were enemies to God, and yet you were 
-on goqd terms with yourselves. You were at a distance from the great Sun 
of Righteousness, and instead of sighing for light, you sought satisfaction 
in darkness. What you once were, an alien from God and a stranger to 
His house, you would now be, had He not delivered you. It was Divine 
.grace which made you restless, and put it into your heart to be uneasy.. 
You saw that tlie wrath of God must rest upon the ungodly. You heard 
a. voice in your ears, "Escape; escape for thy life! look not behind\thee; 
flee to the mountains lest thou be consumed." If you have forsaken the 
drunkard's haunts, if you have broken off the swearer's profane tongue, if 
the pleasures of sin have ceased their fascination, you must ascribe it to 
your Redeemer, and say, "He delivered me,'' for it is grace that has rescued 
_you from the destroyers .. 

Dost mind the time when you first set out as a pilgrim for the better 
-country? You ran as best you could. Bright hopes and cheery prospects 
enlivened you as you thought of entering into the Celestial City. On a 
,sudden you.are bewildered with doubts and fears. You have fallen into 

• This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and trallSlating ill reserved. 
No. 182, NBW SERms. · 
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the Slough of Despond. In that miserable plight some of you remamed 
for months. It was my misfortune to be there for nearly five years, a.nd 11, 
~ble place I found it. Fears of dying haunted us, and equal fears of 
living; a dread of hell came over us, and a dreary apprehension that we 
should soon be swal,owed up as those that went down alive into the pit. 
,vith what cold shudders, or with what hot tears some of you must recal 
that unhappy season, when you cried with Job, "0, that I knew where I 
might find Him, that I might come even unto His seat!" You had become 
the companion of dragons and of owls, and your solil chose strangling 
rather,thm lif1<. It is not so with you now. Your face shines; the oil of 
joy is upon it. Your throat is no longer hoarse with groaning ; you can sing 
a song to your well-beloved touching your beloved. ·Who made the change? 
Why, dear heart, I am sure you can say, "He delivered me.! 'Twas 
His Jtind hand snatched me from the mire, lifted me .up out of the horrible 
pit, an<i set my feet upon a rock." 

You have not forgotten, dear friends-in fact, the felicities of heaven can 
never efface from your memory-the weight of that burden which pressed 
-you.down when your sins laid heavy on your soul. You walked despond
ingly enough along the road; Christian worship had no charms to enliven 
you. Did you come where God's people were singing? You said, '' I 
would, but cannot sing." Or if they prayed, you likewise excused yourself
" I would, but cannot pray." Your sins were so harassing, that they 
haunted your mind, vexed your brain, and terrified your imagination. 
What ,schemes to get rid of them, or to ease your heart of conscious guilt, 
you resorted to; and yet you got worse rather than better. Yon tried to 
condone your past bad works by doing some fresh good works; but their 
defects were so palpable, that they only aggravated your sore. You resorted 
to ordinances and ceremonies, and yon.. discovered that they were mere 
quackery, a vile empiricism, void of healing virtue, but full of deadly 
opiates. You seemed as if you would be bent double with your sins. You 
cried, " 0 God, my sins, my sins, my sins ! how can I be delivered from 
them? ''. And now let me wake 1f P your tender recollections. Do you re
member how Christ was evidently set forth crucified before your eyes-how 
you saw One hanging upon a tree in agonies and blood-,-and how as you 
looked to Him you felt the cords that bound you begin to crack, and the 
burden that oppressed you presently roll away-how you turned round to 
seek for it, and it was gone ; you sought for it, and it could not be found. 
You saw as it were an open sepulchre, the very sepulchre where once the 
Saviour lay,; into that your sins had rolled; there had they been buried 
for ever. Oh! you can sing as you think of this, "He delivered me ! He 

0 delivered me ! " 'Twas the mighty hand of the Saviour that lifted that in
tolerable load from off you, and set you free, so that you could exultingly 
say-" I am forgiven; through the Saviour's precious blood I am forgiven; 
His death my ransom price has paid." 

Since that ~ime your song has swollen, and become more sweet and 
loud. You have added many fresh stanzas to it, but the refrain is still th.a 
same: " He delivered me ! He delivered me ! " A grievous distress hefel 
you, when after you lost your burden you met with one called '' .A,dam 
the first," or "Old Adam?" Do you recollect his inviting you to his 
house ? With pleasant, wi~some speech, he told you. that the road you 
were going was. very rough, that l1eavy toil and hard fare must, he looked 
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for through the whole course of the pilgrimage, and that he should recom
mend you to indulge yourself with the bounties of nature, rather than deny 
yourselves with the austerities of faith. He invited you to go home with 
him, and he would let you marry one of his three daughters, and tli'en he 
would make you his heir. Did you not accept his invitation and go home 
with him, and see his three daughters? The wonder is that you did not 
marry one of them. Their names ye know. The Lust of the Flesh; she was 
the eldest, and very agreeable in her manners: The Lust of the Eye; she was 
the second,and the more you gazed at her, the more she fascinated you; and 
the youngest born, but by far the most imposing in stature and deportment, 
was, The Pride of Life. You went home to the old man's house, and 
when you saw these three daughters, your heart began to. beat, and your 
thoughts weoo :fixed on their dowries. Then he said, in his patronising 
manner, " All these things will I give you, and you can be a pilgrim still. 
You can be a Christian without observing any strict vows of sanctity'. 
Little blemishes and trivial inconsistencies will pass unnoticed if you clothe 
yourself with the mantle of a comely profession. Scruples of· conscience 
may be easily quieted. , If you are as good as your neighbours, they canuot 
upbraid you." But you had grace to run a way. You shut your ears against 
the enticing words : you escaped. How was it, then, that you did not fall 
a victim to the lust of the flesh, to the lust of the eye, or to the pride of life? 
What reason can you assign but this,-" He delivered me ! " How mar
vellous your deliverance l your steps had well-nigh gone; your feet had 
almost slipped, but in the moment when you would have perished, He inter
posed ; therefore, let His name be praised_ 

Since that, do you recollect going through the Valley of Humiliation, and 
fighting with Apollyon? We have not merely to contend with a trinity of 
sensual lusts, but we have to wage war with Satan himself. Some of the 
younger disciples here do not know what this means, but the veterans in 
the army under&tand Bunyan's description. Well do some of us remember 
when we stood foot to foot with the great adversary, hour after hour, and 
how at last we fell, and his foot was upon us, and· he said, '' Now will I 
destroy thy soul." At that very moment, when the dragon's foot seemed to 
crush all life out of you, you were enabled to say, "Rejoice not ovet me, 0 
my enemy; though I fall, yet shall I rise again." How was it that you 
escaped out of such a terrible conflict? Must you not sing very sweetly 
and very loudly, "He delivered me; He delivered me; blessed be His 
name!" · 

Amidst all your journeyings, have you ·never passed through the Valley 
of the Shadow of Death? Have you not experienced the gloom of darkness 
where your spirit was so desponding that you did not know what to do? 
Though you had been a Christian for many-years, you could not discern the 
hope of your calling; though you had come to the full assurance of under
standing, you could not take hold of one covenant promise with the slightest 
confidence; though you had been wont aforetime to sing, "My beloved is 
mine, and I am his," He hid his face from you; you sought him, but you 
found him not. In sermons you found no refreshment ; in prayer no com
munion. You were reduced to such a low state of mind that you seemed 
ae though you were counted with them that go down into the pit. So 
were you haunted with gloomy doubts and fears, that you cried out, 
" Thy wrath lieth )lard upon me ; aud thou hast afflicted me with 
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all _ Thy waves." Through that perilous - and gloomy valley you 
' walked ; out of that valley at length you came into the bright clear sun
shine,and when you sat down and looked back upon the place of dragons and 
the land of terrors, you could sing, " He delivered me." Yea, Lord, Thou 
hast delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from 
falling; unto Thy name l>e all the praise ! " 

Since then, my dear fellow traveller on the road to Canaan, thou hast 
had many remarkable deliverances. Cover up thy face and be ashamed. 
I feel that I may well blush, as I confess to wandering in Bye-Path 
Meadow? Do you remember going over the stile because the road was 
rough? You thought, if you went just on the other side of the hedge, it would 
be so much pleasanter? Do you remember being lost at night ? Do you 
remember above all the Giant Despair who locked you up in his dungeon? 
Do you remember with sorrow, how wandering from the right way soon 
brought on sickness' of heart and despair? You, Mr. Much Afraid, have 
good reason to sing," He delivered me," when you remember how you were 
fetched out of the dungeon. And you, Mr. Ready to Halt, you, too, lay 
shut up there, but He delivered you; He who slays despair and puts doubts 
to flight,'He came to your rescue, even though your own sins had brought 
you into that sad plight. Laud His name as you recollect what wonders He 
has done for you, and what loving kindness He has shown towards you. 

And now, it may be, some of us are going through the enchanted ground. 
I sometimes think that such is the condition of a great majority of 
pilgrims now-a-days. The enchanted ground was a place where men felt 
drowsy, and had a tendency to slumber and sink into a long and eternal 
sleep. Is that your temptation, friend? I know it is mine. I have a 
sluggish drowsy soul. I wish I could keep awake and vigorous in my 
Master's service, but the tendency of my drony spirit is to get cold and 
inert. And I suppose it is the same with most of you. How is it then, 
that you have not gone to sleep, that you have not given up all diligence 
and lost all heart for God's ways? Surely you must say, " He delivered 
me." 

I would not detain you longer, however, on this retrospect, except that I 
have two more scenes to bring before yeu. Did yon ever stand and look at 
that hole in the hill, of which Bunyan speaks, and which he says was the 
back-door to hell? He says that although Ignorance appeared to have 
gone almost all the way to heaven, he was bound and taken back. Some 
of us have seen in fact, that which he so touchingly describes in metaphor. 
We have known members of Christian Churches, who have held an 
honourable position in the eyes of their fellow-meh, for ten or twenty 
years, prove themselves to be detestable hypoc:i;ites, prone to manifold vices 
and to every good work reprobate. They have not taken like drunkards 
an<\ swearers the broad road down to the pit, but they have committed 
their transgressions in secret, worn the masks of profession, kept company 
with saints, and gone by the back-door to meet the doom of sinners. I 
shudder as the procession passes before my mind's eye, of ministers, 
deacons, elders, and influential professors who have gone through that back
door. What to say, I wot not. My soul is bowed down. " 0 God, I had 
gone there myself, hadst thou not delivered me 1" I think you must all 
feel the same if yon know anything of the corruption of your own hearts. 
Even yon, my venerable brethren, who have been preserved so many years 
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in the wilderness, if it were not for the grace of God, you too concerning 
faith, had made shipwreck, and so have perished even in the harbour's 
mouth. 

We shall soon reach the last struggle. Jordan is only a narrow stream 
which parts us from the land of spirits ; and we shall soon pass through 
it; but its floods are chill, and it is not easy for flesh and blood to anti
cipate dying with complacency. '' But be of good courage, beloved,"' we 
have said up to this time, "He has delivere~ me." He who has been our 
helper will not forsake us. Be assured we shall sing that at the last, and 
should the angels who meet us on the other side ask how we endured the 
struggle of the death~pang, we will each of us bear 1the same testimony, 
"He delivered me!" 

I said this was a hope to cultivate, that you might sing for joy in the 
article of death when heart and flesh fail. I hope that you will. Let me 
encourage you, Christian people, to sing a great deal more than you do. Of 
old London in . the Puritan time, it was said that you might have heard 
songs and prayers in well-nigh every house as you walked at the breakfast 
hour from St. Paul's to Eastcheap. Family worship was then the prevail
ing custom. It would not be so now in any town in England; the more the 
pity. I hear the waggonerin the country and the costermonger in the city 
humming a tune or singing a song. Why should not you, my friends, en-· 
liven your listless intervals with a nymn? 'l'he world has its popular music; 
why should not we stir up some soul-inspiring melodies? Soldiers go to 
battle with martial airs ; let us go to our battle with the songs of Zion. 
When the sailors are tugging and pulling at the rope, and weighing the 
anchor they send up a cheery shout, and they work better for it too. 
Christian friends, while you work lighten the toil with sacred song; .serve 
God with gladness. I have often been charmed at eventide on the canals 
at Venice to hear the gondoliers sing in chorus some glorious old chant. 
So, Christians, as you steer your vessels to Heaven and tug at the oar, sing 
as you row, sing as yon work; sing, for you have muoh to sing about. 
Be glad, and praise the Lord who has delivered you. 

II. And now we have a precious TRUTH To THINK ABOUT, "He delighted 
inme." 

"He delivered me because He delighted in me." Deliverance from sin. 
deliverance from evil propensities, deliverance from spiritual enemies-all 
such deliverance bears evidence of God's love to us. Temporal mercies 
betoken the freeness of the Divine bounty, but they are never bestowed as 
the earnest of God's special love. Such inferior gifts He often lavishes in 
abundance- upon those who are not His people. Spiritual blessings He re
serves for His own redeemed regenerate family. Their value is enhanoed 
by their significance, because they are proofs of His eternal love towards us. 
While they grant us safe conduct through the wilderness, they guarantee to 
us eternal life when these pilgrimage ftays are over and done. If you have 
experienced the kinds of deliverance I have been describing, you have so 
many tokens of His good-will and the tenderness with which He delights 
in you. 

I shall not talk much about this, but I hope you will think much about 
it. I:Iow much He delights in you it is not possible to say. The Father· 
delights in you and looks upon you with doting love ; like as a father 
takes pleasure in his child, so does He rejoice over y0u. And Jesus de• 
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lights in you. He sees in you the recompense of His a.gonies, the purchase 
of His blood, the partakers of His glory. And the Holy Spirit delights in 

'you. He has formed your heart anew, and made you a temple for Him to 
dwell in ; therefore, He watches you with jealous care. Does it not seem 
well-nigh incredible that G-od should ever take delight in His creatures ? 
He is so eternally happy in Himself, so infinitely blessed, so su.premely 
glorious. SUl'ely His delights cannot be :enhanced or diminished by the welfare 

1 or the adversity of such ephemera. as we are. Yet He certainly delighted 
in David, and He most surely does · delight in every one of those who put 
their trust in Him. Nor does He merely say that He delights-in us now, 
but He assures us. that He did delight in His people long before the world 
was made. He writ them in His book ; He ordained them ; in His decrees 
He had thenr before His mind's eye; He delighted in them before ever He 
laid tl1e foundation of the earth,"or stretched the canopy of the skies. Why 
was this? Some suppose that it was because He foresaw they would be 
g-000. and deserving of His esteem. I cannot see ought that is attractive 
in rebellious men, in sinful mortals. I dare say you can .all join with me 
in echoing the sentiment of our hymn:-

" What was there in mo that could merit esteem, 
Or give the Creator delight? 

'Twas even so, Father, I ever must sing, 
Because it seemed good to Thr sight." 

The reason of God's delight we cannot tell. It is hid in God's eternal 
breast. This only we do know, that He delights in ns because we are the 
objects of His choice. From amongst the dense masses of mankind He chose 
them. In infinite sovereignty he said : " They shall be Mine in the day 
when I make up my jewels.'' He ordained them to be vessels of honour 

• fitted for the Master's use, and He predestinated them to be conformed to 
the image of His Son. Moreover, He delights in them, because, in addition 
to having chosen them, He has bought them. Christ has paid too dearly for 
His people not to love them. When He looks into the face of the penitent 
sinner He sees the reflection of His own tears and anguish, yea, and of His 
bloody sweat; He sees His own wounds there, and recollects the price they 
cost, and the purchase He paid . 
.' They are precious to Him, be<;:ause or the power He has exerted upon 
them in making them His workmanship. We prize a thing sometimes that 
has not any intrinsic value, for the sake of the skill and workmanship be
stow_ed upon it. The Holy Spirit l1as put out the force of His omnipo
tence to construct a Christian. Ittakes as much Divine energy to make a 
saint as to create a world, and therefore God rejoices in every one of His 
elect as being the work of His hands:; the very choice design of His ~eart . 
. Yet more, He delights in us because there is a relationship established 

whereby we are made partakers of a'Divine nature. This is a truth.to be 
spoken of very reverently. The ango,ls are not related to God ; they are 
His creatutes; but MAN is next of kin to the Deity. He wl1om the 
He.avians adore as God over all blessed for ever bath _taken our nature,And 
is a. man like ourselves. The Lord J esns Christ, who counted it not robbery 
to be equal with God, took upon Himself the form of a servant, and iden
tified Himself with our circnmstanees. The Son of Man is the Son of the 
Highest. In Christ there is a. relationship, a kindred, an affinity between· 
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man and God; the Creator and the creature whom He created in His own 
image. Hence the delight l:Ie takes in us. 

But to go farther ; there is an alliance yet closer predicted in Seripture, 
wherein Christ, being married to His ChUich, shall develop the great 
mystery, whereby, as husband and wife are one flesh, so there shall be an 
eternal indi.ssoluble union between Chi:ist and His Church. Oh, myste:r:ioua 
union ! Blessed callse of delight! Like the head delights in the members, 
after such manner the Lord Jesus delights in every saved sinner who it! 
vitally united to Himself. 

The day, beloved, comes on apace whe)! Christ will prove His delight in 
all His people, by calling their bodies from the grave and reuniting their 
souls with their risen frames. They shall be clothed upon with His 
glorious majesty, and made to sit upon His ,throne with Himself, Then 
the world will know, that though they were " despised and rejected of men" 
as He was, they were the delight of God, and for ever He will delight in 
them. Because He delighted in me ther!)fore He delivered me." 

I cannot convey to you the full sense of these manifold and marvellous bless
ings; I can only talk about them; but I pray God the Holy Ghost to make the 
reflections as sweet to you as they have been to me. My heart see,ms to 
leap at . the thought that the Most Higl1 should take any delight in me. 
I know He has delivered me, all honour to His name. I know I am no 
what I once was, glory be to His dear love. He has saved. me from my 
sins, a.nd I draw an inferencf', tlie correctness of which I cannot doubt, that 
He would not have delivered me if He had not delighted in me. Do draw· 
that inference, each one of you, for yourselves. If God has delivered you, 
He delights in you. But there are some of you who never were delivered. 
You are still "in bondage, still the slaves of sin. Yet, remember, tlie 
Gospel is still: preached to you. '' Whosoever believeth in the Lor{l Jesus 
Christ shall be saved:" Trust Christ, poor soul, and you shall he delivered, 
and that deliverance shall be to you the evidence that you were the objects 
of God's electing l0ve, and that you shall be written on His heart for ever. 

III. Lastly .. A word to the wise. One word to the wise is enough, 
though twenty words to the foolish would be of no avail. HERE 1s A 

EESOLUTION TO IlE ACTJilD UPON, 
You sang it just now; I want you to act it out in your lives:-

" Loved of my God, fi;,r Him again 
With lovo intense I burn ; 

Chosen of Him ere time began, 
I choose Him in return." 

It is the least you can do if He delight in you to delight in Hiµi, 
Brethren, I am afraid there are many of us who do not take a delight in 
our religion. Then I should advise yon to challenge the quality of your 
profession, for though genuine religion does not always yield delight, that 
is ·only because of the infirmity of the creature. True grace in the heart, a 
conscience void of offence ; in a word, the life of a consecrated man should 
be a perennial fountain of joy. Some people go to their place of worship 
because they think they ought. Their legality h0lds them in constant 
bondage. " Thou shalt not ; thou shalt not " is the burden of their creed. 
They never rejoice ;. their eye never sparkles ; they never think of go~g up 
to the house of Goo. with the festive joy of tholile that welcome the holidar. 
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Ah! my dear friend, I advise thee to see whether thou hast a sound con
version, for those who truly love-0-od do exult in His name. What if they 
have their troubles, still their faith and their fellowship are the boon not 
the bane of their mortal existence. What if they have their cares and 
anxieties, still the cheer and palliatives are never wanting while they can 
cast their care upon Him who careth for them. His service is their solace. 
Their sorrow is that they cannot serve Him more. Christian, delight 
yourself in the Lord, and you shall have the desire of your heart. 

But then your resolution will not only be to delight in God, but to show 
it. He delighted in you, and therefore He delivered you. You delight in 
Him, and therefore do you serve Him? "What can you do to express your 
w-atitude? You are saved; how can you extol His great salvation? 
Peradventure you are doing a little, but can yon not do more. Is 
there not some fresh thing that you can do for Jesus? Can you not get 
new crowns for His head, beloved? Let us give Him fresh praise, and if 
there is any fresh branch of usefulness, any new mode of serving Him 
which we have not yet tried, let us ask for grace to try it now. And as 
for the good old works in which we have been engaged, oh! for fresh fire 
that we may do them better. I would that we served God with more 
vigour. It is not mere preaching we want, but more fiery preaching. It 
is not merely to multiply the number of our prayers, but the want of more 
earnest pleadings, more fervent intercessions. The service that we render 
.is too languid and heartless, we want to summon our whole heart and soul 
and strength in unabating, until-ing efforts to do His will and speed the 
triumph of His glorious Gospel. By the vision of the thorn-crowned head ; 
by the five wounds of Him who died in agony; by the mangled, murdered 
body of your blessed Lord suffering unto death for you, I do implore you, 
the servants of God, to lay yourselves as living sacrifices upd'll the altar of 
Jesus Christ. You do some of you profess to love Him, but you never 
speak of Him. You say you :serve Him, but what do you do? You 
profess to '' love your God with zeal so great that you could give Him all." 
and what after all do you give Him? Oh! how much outward religion is 
nothing but inward hypocrisy? How much of o_ur talk about religion is 
mere gossip? God save us from a vain loquacity, and impart to us a 
living energy, so that our deeds may proclaim our faith. Oh ! may we 
spend and be spent in the Master's service till we shall 

" Our body with our charge lay down, 
And cease at once to work and live." 

As for those who know not God, they have no capacity to serve Him. 
My prayer to God for you is that He may bring you to see Christ 
crucified. When you put your trust in Him you shall be delivered. Then 
you shall sing:-" He delivered me because He delighted in me." And 
after that it shall be your welcome mission to go and tell what great things 
He has done for you. 



ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

BY JABEZ DURNS, D.D., LL.D. 

"W!UT •kill ls necessary to make one truth 
plain, to convince the hearers, to let irresistible 
light into their consoiencea. e.nd to keep it there, 
and.drive all home."-RICHARD BAXTER. 

No. I.-SOME OLD TESTAMENTS 
PREACHERS. 

PREACHING is publishing, pro
claiming, making known, and it in
cludes also defining and explaining 
the trnths declared. It is connected 
too with teaching, or instructing in 
the various branches of knowledge, 

'which the proclamation involves. 
In the Old Testament we have not 
much about preachers or preaching, 
Noah is the earliest preacher noti
fied. He was a preacher of 
righteousness, exhibiting the Divine 
law and demanding implicit and 
loyal obedience to it. His preaching 
sphere was the old world, and his 
ministry extended through a hundred 
and twenty years. (1 Peter ii. 5.) 
His ministry so far as the conversion 
of the people was. concerned, was 
an utter failure. We do not read of 
one sinner convinced, of one wicked 
person ·saved. But his preaching 
was a perpetual token of God's long 
suffering, and patience with the 
ungodly, and left every one who 
perished without excuse. With the 
old world for his audience, not a 
soul embraced his message and 
{;)scaped the coming wrath. 

The Priests to a certain extent 
were preachers, or teachers of Divine 
truth; for the priests' lips taught 
knowledge. But Ezrah stands out 
as an eminent preacher, and the 
whole surroundings are given in 
Nehemiah viii. 1-8. Here is a 
reference to his congregation, cheer-

' f1:111y gathered together, both of men 

9 

and women. There is also e. refer
ence to the pulpit or rostrnm on · 
which he stood, raised somewhat, 
that the people might see and hear 
him. His subject .was also given, 
it was the Law of Moses. The day of 
this gathering was the;first day of the 
seventh month. His manner of treat
ing his theme was explanatory and 
expository, he read distinctly, and 
gave the sense, so as to cause the 
people to understand the reading. 
The results of his discourse were deep 
conviction, weeping, and these 
followed by holy rejoicing in Jehovah, 
theirdeliverer and strength. (Verses 
9-12.) The preaching of the 
prophets in the announcement of · 
their various messages, was as 
diversified as their themes, whether. 
of judgment or mercy, rlelivera.nce 
or woe. In Isaiah, we have a perfect 
model of the preacher, when he 
exclaims, " Ho ! every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, &c." 
(Chapter Iv. 1.) The whole subject 
was distinctly evangelicai, having 
clear reference to the Messiah and 
the blessings of the gospel. 

Then there is the _preaching or 
prophecying of Ezekiel (see xxxvii. 
1). In this vision- the prophet is 
carried into a dreary desolated valley 
of dry bones. To these he is com
manded to prophecy or preach. He 
does so at God's bidding, then there 
is a stirring, and excited motions 
among them, and they were again 
covered with flesh and skin, and 
assumed their natural form, and 
afterwards by the breath of the 
Almighty, they lived and stood up 
an exceeding great army. 

In this vision, we see the moral 
state of men, dead in trespasses 
and sins. The ministry of mercy 
sent for their resuscitation, and 
the energy of the Holy Spirit 
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efficiently making the message one 
of life and salvation. 

Jonah was the preacher raised up 
a.nd sent tQ N neveh. He was to he 
a city preacner, a.11d his ministry 
was to extend to many thousands of 

. persons. He was to proclaim in 
their streets the greatness of their 
wickedness that had come up before 
God, crying for His avenging arm. 
Jonah was ,appalled by his vocation, 
refused the onerous work, and en
deavoured to flee from the presence 
of the Lord. When restored from 
the fish's belly and the great deep 
and sent again to do his work, he 
goes three days' journey through the 
city, proclaiming his message of 
terror and destruction : " Yet forty 
days and Nineveh shall be over
thrown." 
, His ministry was singularly suc

cessful, for ihe people of all.classes, 
and the king himself, humbled them
selves and repented of their heinous 
sins and turned from their wicked
ness; and God was merciful to them 
and Nineveh was spared. The 
preacher wh:o had exhibited reluc
tance and had left his post, on this ex
traordinary change in the people and 
the graciousness of God towards 
them, becomes angry and petulant, 

·, and ventures to tell God, "I do 
well to be angry even unto death." 
A sad example of human infirmity, 
and cold-heartednesll in relation to 
his fellow creatures. The lesson of 
the gourd and the expos1ulation of 
Jehovah, we trust, brouuht this 
erratic preacher to a better" state of 
mind. We might have adverted 

, to Moses, rehearsing the doings of 
the Lord, and urging faithful obedi
ence to His laws. Or to Joshua 
explaining to the people how God 
had l'l.tised him to take the plat;e of 
Moses in instructing and command
ing the host of Israel. Or Elijah 
thundering out his anathemas 
against the priests~of Ba.al. , Or to 

Nat.han, the king's royal chaplain, 
telling the guilty monarch in his 
striking parable, his sin before 
the Lord, but these instances may 
suffice for a sample of .Old Testa
ment preachers and preaching. In 
thes.e we have the sacred call of the 
Lord to the .,work. The reverent 
obedfence they rendered, the pious 
spirit they exhibited, the plain and 
clear and faithful mode of teaching 
and preaching they adopted. In 
some cases there was little or no 
success, in others general accep
tance of their message, and in one 
instance the sincere repentance of a 
whole city. 

It should be ours to learn lessons 
of wisdom from these Old Testa
ment lights, aml to rejoice abun
dantly in the more comprehensive 
gracious truths we are called to 
proclaim. And yet all truths of all 
dispensations are linked together 
and form one holy system of Divine 
and saving knowledge. It will be 
seen how very different was· the 
preaching of Old Testament times, 
to the preaching of our day. Themes 
or subjects and not texts, were the 
basis of those discourses,andappeals 
fervent and direct rather thanreason
ings or disquisitions. Expositions 
of the law and exhortations to obedi
ence, solemn warnings and loving 
expostulations, characterised thai 
bygone ministry. As we proceed 
we shall come into the presence of 
the earnest, faithful Baptist, and 
the devout apostles and evangelists 
and of the Great Divine Preacher, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And here 
we shall be in the very atmosphere 
of the Gospel of our salvation, and 
with the same theme for our ad
dresses,-the grace" of God, in the 
unspeakable gift of His beloved Son 
for the salvation of mankind. Our 
great aim must be to"Pu.blisb, with 
all plainness and fidelity, the un
searchable riches of Christ, H, 
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however, we can exhibit the faith
fulness of Noah, the wisdom of 
Ezrah,. the zeal of Elij"ah, with the 
pathos of many of the prop;b.ets of 
old, we shall be workmen not need
ing to be ashamed of our ministry. 

Proclaim My word! Jehovah cries; 
With reverend solemn awe, 

Make known My character and name, 
And publish all My law. 

Proclaim, though men refuse to hear ! 
Or hearing disobey, 

With faithful zeal cry, crj aloud 
And show the heavenward way. 

Proclaim! to each and all the truth 
Of grace and mercy given ; 

To save from sin and guilt and wrath 
To endless life in heaven. 

RESTING AND RISING. 
BY R)i:V. JOH:,/ COX. 

A Meditation for the New Year. 

THERE sometimes comes to the 
thoughtful mind as the old year 
draws to a close, a feeling that we 
should rest a little, before we start 
-0n another year. But so it cannot 
be. The river of time pauses not 
on its way to the ocean of eternity. 
The arrow of life stays not on its 
swift flight, yea, it seems to fly 
11wifter as i.ts nears the mark. But 
though there can be no standing 
still of time, no pause in the journey 
of life ; yet ail the sea bird reposes 
on the heaving billow, so may be
lievers "rest awhile;" pause to take 
stock, to look back, look in, look round, 
look up ; and thus prepare for a 
loftier flight. The spiritual mind 
thinks as the yea.r closes somewhat 
as follows : I must aim higher if 
spared to enter the new year; I 
want to be more heavenly, to set my 
affecl;ions more on things that are 
above ; to look more at .the things 
t 

not seen. If we would attain to 
this desirable condition, we must 
rest more in God e.s revealed in 
Christ, and realize more fully what 
He is to us, and hath promised 
to give us. It may be proftta.ble 
to take a short sentence, uttered by , 
" the man after God's own he·a.rt,'' .. 
as a motto. Before mentioning it, 
we would turn to a few other words 
full of poetry and pathos, saddening 
indeed to some, but truly soothing 
to others. " For we are strangers 
before thee, and sojourners, as were 
all our fathers, our days on ea.rth 
are as a shadow, and there is none 
abiding.'' 

Here is no desponding wail over 
a helpless, hopeless drifting; we are 
strangers " before Thee ; " or as in 
another place, "I a.m a stranger with 
Thee." And though creatures pass 
away as the foam of water; '' THou 
art the same.'' . " I am continually 
with Thee ; " and "Tnou ART NEAR, 
0 Gon.'' Therefore, with my feebl& 
hand in Thine omnipotent grasp of 
love, I press along my pilgrim path 
singing as I go, " 0 Gon, Tnov 
ART MY Gon, EARLY WlLL I BEEB: 
THEE."-Psalms lxili. 1. 

In these words we have resting 
and rising ; the soul's only true 
rest and proper employment. Every
where else is the '' troubled sea," 
and "vanity of vanities." If we 
could possess all things except God, 
we were indeed, only greater bank. 
rupts ; and if we neglect Him to 
gain aught beside, it will be only 
to hear " thou fool" Jronounced 
with terrible emphasis as we enter 
eternity. Return thou into thy 
rest, 0 my soul ; seek to rea.lise 
God's love, rejoice in His past 
dealings, and then in His strength 
resolve "I will walk before the Lor;d 
in the land of the living. ' 

The Psalm in which our new 
year's motto is found, exhibits, as. do 
many others, the precioµs fruits of 
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sanctified sorrows; yea in David's 
case, of those sorrows which were 
God's chastisements for his sins. 
The Psalm is like a noble vine, rich 
in clusters of prayer, praise, love, 
gratitude, humility, penitence, and 
zeal. .And this vine springs up in 
the wilderness of bitter trial. It is 
an Elim in the desert, and many a 
pilgrim has reposed by its waters 
and been refreshed by its. fruits. 
The history connected with it, is 
found in 2 Sam. xv. 17, and if the 
scenery around it is well studied, it 
will appear all the more beautiful. 

David had fled first to the wilder
ness of J udrea, and then he passed 
over Jordan from the face of his 
much loved but rebellious son· Ab
solom. He did not leave his harp 
behind him, although he had said, 
"carry back the ark of God." That 
harp of Aolemn sound had been re
strung and tuned by the hand of 
mercy in answer to prayer. See 
Psalm Ii. 10-12. His flight was not 
in such haste that he forgot to 
praise and pray. True, he was in 
the wilderness, but God was· speak
ing to his heart. He was treading 
the valley of Achor, but God gave 
him that valley for a door of hope; 
and he sang then as in the days 
of his youth. More plaintive, in
deed, was his melody, but more 
precious, God had a bottle for his 
te~, also an ear for his prayers and 
praises. How grandly does the 
Psalm commence ; our sweet singer 
has versified it most melodiously. 
Great God, indulge my humble claim, 

Thou ~rt my hope, my joy, my rest; 
The glones that compose Thy name, 

Stand all engaged tQ. make me blest. 

And because "Thou art my God 
early will I seek Thee. My soui 
thirsteth for Thee, because Thon 
art my help; therefore in the 
shadow of Thy wings will I re
joice. My soul followeth hard 

after Thee.'' Most blessed rest
ing ! Most profitable reaching for
ward. We must rest in God in 
order to rise to true dignity and 
real happiness. Alas how many 
are like the poor bird beaten 
down by the storm it vainly tried 
to breast in order to reach its 
pleasant nest. Or like a captive 
lark bruising itself against the 
wires of its cage. Or like the 
foolish moth fluttering round the 
dazzling light till its wings are 
singed and it falls helpless into the 
flame. ",My soul, wait thou only 
upon God, for my expectation is 
from Him." "Thou art my God, 
early will I seek Thee.'' It may 
be profitable to consider these 
words as descriptive and directive; 
showing us what we should aim to be 
and to do, as exhibiting the posses-
8ion and the pursuit of true saints. 
The possession is infinite, the pur
suit should be intense, 

I. These words are descriptive of 
David's experience. In them we 
have the testimony of faith, and the 
triumph of love, The language of 
faith is '' 0 God, Thou art my God." 
The great covenant promise which 
includes free pardon, writing God's 
law in the heart, and many other 
blessings, is crowned and consum
mated by the words, " I will be 
their God," Jehovah becomes 
the portion of those whom He 
pardons. He takes away an all 
but infinite evil, and He bestows 
Himself the infinite good. Who 
is fi.ke unto Him in forgiving 
and in giving. Both are done on 
the same grand scale, and for the 
same great reason ; " God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 
How shall He not with Him also 
freely give you all things.'' Faith 
listens to these and like precious 
words, leans upon them, realizes 
how true, how free, how snxe they 
are ; then, washed in atoning blood 
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renewed by the Holy Spirit's power, 
she soars like the eagle, and sings 
like the lark at the door of heaven; 
'.' We joy in God through our Lord 
.Jesus Christ, having received the 
atonement." What a rising, what a 
resting! . 

The voices of creation all around, 
1tnd the voices of reason and con
-seience within, say, '' 0 God, thou 
art,''· but faith alone can add the 
two next words, " MY Gon.'' To the 
believer, these two mutually re-a<'t 
11pon each other. The Word of 
God, which-through the power 
of the Spirit-reveals the enjoy
ment of Covenant interest, dwells 
much upon the glory of God in 
-creation, and sends us to GodJl great 
works to. learn part of His name. 
We are there reminded how God 
" created the earth, stretched out 
the heavens, and formed the spirit 
of man within him.'' Creation is an 
eloquent aud untiring witness to the 
being and beauty of God. Ps. civ. 
The firmament, the stars, the sun, 
the moon, the sea, the mountains, 
the fields, the trees, all exclaim, " 0 
God, thou art." Thou art powerful, 
wise, and good. Thou wast before 
all, and for Thy pleasure all things 
were and are created. 

But where dwelleth the man, who, 
looking on all these things, has a 
right to say, the Oreator of all is 
mine. This highly favoured one 
-dwells in the lowly places of peni
tence and humility; he acknow
ledges that he is unworthy of the 
air he breathes, or the bread he eats. 
But he rests where God bids him 
rest. He depends on that propitia
tion where God dwells, he delights 
in the character of God as therein 
revealed; then comes true devo
tion and stnmg desire. Then, his 
resting heart, rising toward God, ex
claims, '' early will I seek thee.'' 

Here we have ths triumph of love. 
faith worketh by love. This is 

true as regards both communion 
and consecration. This is the lan
guage of sincerity. It is found here 
as an appeal to God; and He who 
reads the heart saw that it was so . 
He here declares what he would do; 
and how he would do it. He would 
do that which is man's first duty 
and highest privilege, and that which 
is of all things most frequently 
called for. It is astonishing how 
continually the words seek, seeking, 
seeketh, sought, occur in God's 
word, under what various aspecta 
they are presented, and by how 
many considerations this work of 
seeking is urged upon our atten
tion. It is a word which describes 
r€al religion in its commencement 
and progress. To the ungodly it is 
said " seek ye the Lord, while He 
may b~ found;''. and the lofty reli
gion of which Enoch' sis a fair speci
men, is set forth thus ; " God is the 
rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him." To seek diligently is to 
seek "early," that is, first and most. 
Early means earnestly, it includes 
priority and perseverance ; practice 
as well as prayer. We should seek 
like Moses, to know God's way (Ex. 
xxxiii.), like David to see His beauty 
(Psalm xxvii. 4), and like Paul, that 
we may be filled with the knowledge 
of His will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding, yea, that 
we may increase in the knowledge 
of God. (Col. i. 9, 10.) The 
old divines' speak of an extensive 
knowledge, and also of an intensive 
one. Let us be heedful of the last. 
That knowledge of God, which is 
life eternal, includes friendship and 
fellowship, even that loving fellow
ship to which the beloved disciple 
invites. 1. John i. 3.-7. 

The reason for this loving reso
lution is found in the great fact 
already dwelt upon : . " Thou art my 
God." What a wise choice is _here 
made, what a heavenly taste is here 
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possessed l Many resolutions as 
regards seeking God come to nothing. 
There is no real choosing, for there 
is }10 right taste. There is, alas, 
the absence of heart submission 
and spiritual sensibility, Persons 
will not long pursue that for 
which they have no taste ; they 
will not seek heartily unless they 
choose honestly. Godliness is 
Godlikeness. If God is chosen 

· and desired, He will be thirsted 
fox and followed after. In the 
true believer's case necessity com
pels,, allegiance binds, and love 
constrains the soul to seek God. As 
the thirsty hart pants for the water 
m-ooks, and the dry ground thirsts 
for refreshing showers; so the soul 
longs for God: " Thou art my God, 
and I will seek Thy presence, Thy 
strength, Thy glory," Over such 
God bends complacently, and says: 
" l,(lt the heart of them rejoice that 
seeli)h.e Lofd." Great things indeed 
doei:1;;l'le prepare for and promise to 
those whom He so lovingly describes 
as "My people who have sought 
Me.'' Here, then,. we see the triumph 
~f love when the heart rises from the 
visible to the invisible, from. the 
sinful to the holy, from the finite to 
the infinite, from self to God. 

II. These words are directive as 
.well as descriptive. While they show 
us what David's religion was, they 
show us what ,ours should be, and 
what, through grace, it may be. 

Believer, there is a portion for you 
to choose and possess, and that an 
infinite one. God must be chosen 
in order to be possessed. How few 
pa.use in life's fevered race to ponder 
the thought that they possess the 
awful power of choosing and refusing. 
Thus it is in every conscious human 

•soul; and what is chose11, in time 
must be possessed through eternity. 
It is no good to reason or dispute 
.a9out it, there it is, and people know it. 
God says, " Choose ye this day." 

Yea, He says," CHoosE ME." "Wilt 
thou not from this time cry unto 
Me ? " Wonderful thought ! the 
great God desires to be an objeet of 
human affection. Choose God &Iii 

your soul's portion. " They that 
seek J\:l:e. early shall find Me." 

Thus acting, then you will :find 
a sure preservative from the evil 
SJStems around. You will want 
no human priest to ease you of 
the responsibilities of personal reli
gion, and to swathe your soul in 
the lindsey woolsey garments of a 
dead religiousness. If you know 
God in Christ, having submitted to 
be clothed in Emmanuel' s righteous
ness, and made willing to be saved 
in God's way, you are right for . 
eternity. Coming to God by Christ, 
you will say, "nothing but Christ 
between me and God. In Him I 
rest ; by Him I rise." 

This choice will preserve you 
from the snares of a specious scep
ticism. If you have found rest to 
your soul in the good old ways, you 
will not forsake them. God possessed 
will he 6.n antidote for every temp
tation, however subtle. Then do 
not stop short of this. God will be 
,all to us, or nothing. 

This is -:l pursuit worthy of all 11our 
energies. Seek God. Seek com 
munion with Him, communication 
from Him, and consecration to 
Him. Seek His mercy, for you are 
guilty. Seek His wisdom, for you 
are ignorant. Seek His strength, 
for you are weak. Seek His bless
ing, for you are needy. Seek His 
infinity, for nothing short of that can 
satisfy the yearnings of your soul. 
Seek Him at once, if y.iu have not 
done l!O, for if you would h11:ve Him 
as your portion in etermty, you 
must find Him in time. Earth is the 
finding place, heaven is the world 
of fruition. Then shall we perfectly 
know what a treasure we have in 
God, when God shall ·be all .in all.'' 
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Thereia apa,sion which you ,J,,oul,d, 
e1Jer seek · to intensify. There are 
some passions which defile, degrade, 
and destroy, but this, even thirst for 
God, is one which sanctifies, satis
ies, and sublimates. You can only 
"make your lives sublime" by pos
sessing the life of God. To know 
God, and to make Him known ; to 
do His will and finish His work, 
was the :ruling passion of the 
Saviour, and He inviws us to aim 
to follow Him. and to become more 
and more like Him. 

''l thirst fO'l' thirstiness," says an 
old poet ; it is well when this is 
the case. "Blessed are they that 
do hunger .and thirst after righwous-

, ness, fnr they shall be filled." 
Alas, what a contrast do many 

present t How great the difference 
between those who choose God, and 
those who ma.ke the world their 

· grand concern ; and let it be borne 
well in mind, that concern is the 
eridence of choice. If a person 
should declare ever so positivelythat 
11, certain object was. his :fixed and 
deliberate choice, and his whole con
cern and care was in an opposite 

THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 
A. BAPTIST MINISTER. 

BY SCRUTATOR, 

".ScnuTATOR" has but little to say 
in the shape of preface. He has 
written the following narrative in 
the hope of doing some slight service 
to the smaller Churches of the 
Baptist denomina.tion. For years 
~e has had the privilege of toiling 
m them, and therefore knows well 
what they are made of. The result 
of experience has proved to him, 
that weak Churches may be made 

direction, who would, who could 
believe him? " The way is declara
tive of the end.'' Our fove ( or proo
tical preference) is prophetic of our 
eternal destiny. 

" The end of all things is &t 
hand," and probably the end of the 
earthly life of the writer and reader 
is nearer still. While of many, alae, 
it may still be said, "Man walketh 
in a vain thow; surely they are dis
quieted in vain; he heapeth up 
riches, 0nd knoweth not who shall 
gather them;" can we, as in God's 
sight, grasping our pilgrim staff', 
look up and say: "And now, Lord, 
what wait I for? my hope is in 
Thee." "The Lord is my portion. 
saith my soul, therefore will I hope 
in Him.'' If so, we shall prove 
" that the Lord is good to him that 
wajteth for Him, to the soul that 
seeketh Him." If so, to -us as to 
'' the man greatly beloved," com81J 
the cheering whisper of infinite love, 
" Go thou thy way till the ·end· be, 
for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy 
lot at the end of the days.'' 

St. Mary Oray. 

strong, and sm!lll Churches in any 
district be made a power for spiritual 
good, if they will only go the right 
way to work. The curse of not e. 
few of the feeble Churches in th~ 
land, is bad training. A badly 
tra.ined Church is no more likely 
to be right, or to do right th1tn. is a 
badly trained family. Chur2hes 
that succeed, and "whose faith is 
s~oken of throughout the world,'' 
will be found as a rule to have beev. 
well trained, that is to say, scrip-
turally trained Churches. The • 
samples of both kinds of Churches 
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presented in this story, founded as 
they are upon fact, give ample proof 
of this. The evils incident to badly 
trained Churches are not exposed, 
either to hold them up to ridicule, 
or to afford the opponents of con
gregationalism a handle for bolster
ing up their pet State Church 
theories, but in order that being 
seen in their true character, they 
may in future be avoided; and the 
good in well trained Churches is 

.delineated, in order that it may 
be copied. Should any Church 
member, however, find himself 
photographed, and conclude that the 
likeness is "not at all flattering," 
let him not blame the artist for want 
of skill, but rather seek henceforth 
with God's help to '' put off the old 
man with his deeds, and to put on 
the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge, after the image of Him 
that created him." 

9HAPTER l.-The new Minister. 

AnouT twenty years ago, the follow
ing brief announcement appeared in 
the columns of a respectable Baptist 
journal. 

" The Rev. Job Ernest has re
ceived and accepted the unanimous 
call of the Baptist Church in Grum
bletown to become its pastor. He 
will enter upon his stated labours 
the first Lord's-dayin October, with 
every prospect of success." 

To moit readers, this small item 
of intelligence would not prove of 
much importance. Not knowing 
the Rev. Job Ernest, and feeling 
little or no concern for the spiritual 
welfare of the small Baptist Church 
at Grumbletown, ·they would merely 
favour the paragraph with a cursory 
glance, and then pass on to peruse 
IJIOre interesting matter. But hap
pily this was not the case with all. 

- There were at least a few to whom 
ibis paragraph, brief as it was, 

commonplace as it was, was, after 
all, the most attractive part of the 
monthly number. The intelligent 
reader will not be surprised to learn 
that among this select few was the 
Rev. Job Ernest himself. To him 
these few lines meant a great deal. 
They publicly announced to the 
world a portion of his future des
tiny. They told the world what he 
was about to be, and where he was 
about to go, and what he was about 
to do; but with that information they 
stopped short. What else lay be
yond the scenes ? ·what respon
sibilities were involved in this 
future, what labours, trials, and suf
ferings? The chosen pastor lingered 
long over these lines as he thought 
about all that. And in this respect 
his youthful wife sympathised with 
him. As, looking over his shoulder, 
she for the first time read the para
graph, unspoken thoughts passed 
rapidly across her mind, not unlike 
those of her husband. There was 
this difference, however, they had 
chiefly to do with her future ; was 
she not the minister's wife, and 
would she not be called upon to 
shine in a new and unknown sphere? 
would not more be expected of her 
than she could well perform ; and 
what if she should fail,. and be 
spoken of as a hindrance to her 
husband instead of being recognised 
as a help r These were her queries, 
and she felt that time and experience 
alone could solve them. Then there 
was Job Ernest's godly mother: she 
too, found this paragraph peculiarly 
interesting. Had she not often 
prayed that her eldest son mig~t 
be a i:ninister; and did she not m 
this printed announcement see an 
answer to thousand's of earnest 
petitions offered up day and night 
on his be.half? She did see this, 
and after reading it, she felt it 
to be her first, duty and privilege 
to retire at_ once into her secret 
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chamber, a.nd pour out of the 
fulness of a grateful heart fervent 
thanksgivings to the Most High. 
Various relatives and friends in 
several parts of the country also 
read the news, and forthwith sent 
to the young couple congratulatory 
epistles, wishing for them all kinds 
of blessings in their allotted sphere, 
and trusting that they would be . 
very useful and very happy. But 
undoubtedly the chief int.erest in 
the paragraph centered among the 
members of the Baptist Church in 
Grumbletown. Every member read 
it or heard it re~d; and as in duty 
bound gave his or her opinion about 
the subject of it. Some felt very 
glad that such an announcement 
could at last be made on indis
putable authority. They did not 
look very favourably upon " sup-

. plies," and therefore did not disguise 
their satisfaction at the thought of 
once more sitting under a settled 
pastor. A few old people thought 
that the new minister might prove 
too young and inexperienced; but 
in this respe<;t the younger members 
flf the flock begged to differ from 
them; they had not the slightest 
doubt whatever that a young, hearty 
and vigorous minister was needed, 
and that the future would show that 
he was "the right man in the right 
place.'' Some took rather a gloomy 
view of the matter, and predicted 
that before long Mr. Ernest would 
:find that he had got into a " warm 
berth," as his , predecessors afore
time had likewise found ou't to their 
cost; and these dropped qnietly 
sundry hints, not of a very compli
mentary character, concerning a 
certain "Jeremiah Snap," who 
evidently held office amongst them. 
What they might mean by these in
sinuations was a matter of conjec
ture; it was evident, howeyer, that 
th~J: di~ not regard the young 
Ill.lDJ.Ster :s future prospects hopefully. 

Fortunately for him, or unfortu
nately-we do not say which-of 
all this comment the pastor elect 
knew nothing. All that he knew 
was that the "call" was said to be 
unanimous ; and it was his daily 
prayer to God, thrit when the time 
came for settling down to pastoral 
work he might :find himself sur
rounded by an earnest, loving, and 
united people. 

The Baptist Church at Grumble
town was not a large church. It 
numbered at the present date eighty 
members only, and they were chiefly 
of the poorer class. Strictly speak
ing, it was blessed · with but one 
wealthy family ; and some connected 
with the cause were ill-natured 
enough to question if the blessing 
would not have been greater had 
their distinguished names never 
been recorded in the Church re
gister. Some few were shopkeepers, 
but the major portion earned their 
bread by hard manual labour. The 
church had been in existence but 
fifteen years; yet during this brief 
space of time it had enjoyed the 
varied ministrations of not fewer 
than five pastors. In fact " two 
years a piece '' had become quite a 
proverb in the neighbourhood in re
lation to these ministerial removals; 
and it was not expected by most 
people that the new pastor would be 
privileged to stay beyond that 
limited period. But this proverb 
was not strictly correct. The :first 
minister stayed but six months, and 
did little more than found the 
church. The second stayed two 
years, and then joyonBly tendered 
his resignation on the ground that 
'' Providence ha.d kindly opened up 
for him a more congenial situation." 
The' third managed to remain for 
six years, but how he did it is a 
mystery to this day. As it was, he 
found five years of labour to be so 
full of personal conflict and fiery 
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debate that his c~nstitution suffered 
terribly. It transpired that quita 
accidently, he was weighed before 
he went and it was then ascertained 
that he was exactly fourteen stortes, 
but when weighed l)Urposely on re
tiring he hardly scored nine ; he 
having thus lost fully five stones 
of flesh, bone, and muscle-one 
stone per year-in the Church's 
service. How he would have fared 
had he remained a few years longer, 
and the same wasting process had 
gone on, we must leave the reader to 
imagine. The fourth good brother 
stayed three years, and spent the 
last year and a.lhalf in looking out for 
" a better spot." The fifth found 
one· year amply sufficient for his 
requirements in that locality, and 
astonished the church and con
gregation by coolly reading his re
Signation at a special church meet
ing summoned by himself one Sab
bath morning; and then following 
it · up by preaching his farewell 
sermon in the evening. It must 
be candidly confessed that these 
ministerial changes did not greatly 
enhance eithe~ the Church's reputa
tion or profit. It was a natural re
sult that as each minister left some 
few of the friendly members should 
likewise feel it to,be their sad duty 
to leave with him. The ministers 
themselves could not help after 
their removal referring occasionally 
in indignant tones to the bad treat
ment they had confessedly received. 
It also invariably happened that for 
some. time prior to each pasws' 
withdrawal sundry '' stormy church 
meetings " were held, that by no 
means tended to increase " brotherly 
love and unity,'' or to give the out
side world an exalted view, of 
modern Christianity. As"might have 
been expected the congregations too 
fell off. Each minister gathered 
to the place a certain number of . 
adherentl, most of whom on his de-

parture took their departure also; 
and then made it widely known that 
they had ceased to take any interest 
in a cause that could treat a minister 
so shabbily. Putting all these 
things together, the wonder was 
not that so few members of tlie 
Church were left, but that there 
were _so many; not that the con
gregation was so small, but that 
there was any congregation at all; 
not that· so many ministers had 
in succession resigned the pastoral 
office, but that after all these 
changes one good minister could 
be found who took it to be the 
Lord's will that he should settle 
down as pastor in such a place and 
over such a flock. 

Not much need be said about the 
Rev.Job Ernest. Where hewasbom, 
how he was brought up and educated; 
how he became converted, what·Bapc 
tist church he joined, and how it 
came to pass that he was called to the 
work of the ministry : with all this 
the reader need not be troubled. It 
is sufficient to say that he was a 
young man, respectably connected, , 
and the son of a widowed mother. 
Twenty-four years of age, rather 
above the middle height, and in 
every respect manly in his bearing; 
his appearance was highly calcu
lated to tell at once in his favour. 
Although it could not be said that 
his intellectual powers were of the 
highest order, or that he was "wor
thy of being ranked with the greatest 
geniuses of the age," a close observer 
would not fail to detect in his high 
and open fori,head, mild but pene0 

trating eyes, oval face, and firm, 
well-set lips, indications of 5d 
and character above the co 
order. Rather sober looking · 
general, his face was neverthel · 
capable of extreme transformations; 
it would light up !l'ith smiles1 or 
appear profoundly sympathetic, .a& 
oecasiondemanded. His good Chria-
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,tian wife, to whom he had been mar
ried only three months, was well 
fitted to be his partner. It has 
been said, that, of all men, ministers 
are generally the most .unfortunate 
in their choice of wives. Whether 
this is, or is not, a libel on the per
ceptive and penetrating powers or 
the clerical race, we are not prepared 
to say, but certainly it was not veri
fied in the case of Mr. Ernest. It 
is no disparagement to him to affirm, 
that good man as he was, his wife 
was decidedly the " better half: '' 
not indeed that she thought so, for 
few were more }owly in their own 
estimation. Good-looking, if not 
positively handsome, 'intelligent, 
eool in temperament, self-possessed, 
orderly · in ·all her arrangements, 
generous, thoroughly domesticated, 
and c·apable of the exercise of self
denial in carrying out her prin
ciples, she quietly, but none the less 
forcibly, made her influence felt in 
any class of society in whioh she 
moved. To her husband she was 
devotedly attached. Having been 
a-0quainted with him for some years, 

THE SWEARER CHECKED BY 
HIS DAUGHTER. 

ON one occasion a gentleman 
accompanied the officers of justice, 
when they went to apprehend a 
criminal in the Canongate of Edin
burgh. At first the man raged, cursed 
and swore, but on the entrnnce of his 
littl~ girl, he suddenly stopped his 
.nil, bad language. The gentleman, 
1illrprised, asked the reason of this, 
when the father said. " Sir, my little 
girl is in the habit of saying her 
hymns to me when she comes from 
the Sunday-school; and so I cannot 
swear before her." How powocful 

she had learnt to form a high, but 
just estimate of his character. It 
was this, in fact, that gradually 
drew her towards him, and gave 
him favour in her eyes. Brought 
up in connection with the same de
nomination as himself, and allied by 
the ties of relationship to two or 
three worthy ministers in it, she was 
not only one with him in Christian 
thought and feeling, but she had aho 
gained a little experience in Church 
life, that adnrirably adapted her to 
give him judicious counsel whenever 
it might be needed. Whether it was 
or was not needed, the sequel will 
show. At any rate, our brief de
scription of their distinct personal 
characteristics gives us abundant 
evidence to prove that' the youthful 
pastor and his wife are well prepared 
to walk life's chequered paths to
gether; .and' we need no would-be 
prophet to tell us that come what 
will, they will certainly-as all good 
husbands and wives should-stand 
by each other in sunshine or in 
storm. 

is a good little child's influence! 
What encouragement does this 
little incident give to Sabbath-school 
teachers! 

HOW GOD ANSWERS 
PRAYERS FOR CHILDREN. 

WE pray for our children's wel
fare, and the Lord answers our 
prayers in a strange way. Cecil 
said, "I cried, Lord, spare my child. 
He did, but not. as I meant. He 
snatched it from danger, and took 
it to his own home." Elliot said of 
the death of his children, " I have 
had six children ; and I bleBB G0d 
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that they a.re all either with Christ 
or in Christ, and my mind is now at 
rest concerning them. My desire 
was that they should have served 
Christ on earth ; but if God chooses 
rather to have them serve Him in 
heaven, I have no reason to object," 

NO TRUCE WITH DARKNESS. 

LET us put forth every energy, 
and use every agency that can pos
sibly be employed for the regenera
tion of this dark, dark land. If we 
grow idle, if the Church of Christ 
universally shall grow idle, we can• 
not expect that our enemies will be 
idle too. Once the Light said to 
the darkness, '' I am growing weary 
with shooting my arrows every 
morning 'at thee, 0 Darkness ! I am 
weary with pursuing thee around 
the globe continually; I will retire 

1 
if thou wilt." But the Darkness 
said, '' Nay, it is of necessity that if 
thou yieldest thy dominion !'shall 
take it : there can be no truce be
tween thee andme."-SPuRGEoN. 

''TELL THE LORD THAT.'' 

THE first time the Rev. John 
Campbell went to Africa, he visited 
a meeting of slaves. Observing 
one among them who was particu
larly attentive, he was induced to 

make some enquiries respecting 
him. He was informed that this 
ma.n had been an eminent Chris
tian; and that formerly he had en
dured much opposition from his em
ployer on account of his religion. 
One day his master assured him 
~at if he went to hear a missionary 
preach he would flog him. The 
poor slave with simplicity and 
Christian meekness replied, "I must 
tell the Lord that.'' The saying so 
wrought on the mind of his master 
that he not only permitted him to 
go, but his other slaves with him; 
and after a while he and his wife 
were found there also. Whatever 
trouble comes upon usr let us copy 
the poor slave's example, and "tell 
the Lord that.'' 

USEFUL IN PRISON. 
WHEN good John Bradford was 

put in prison, he exhorted all that 
came within his boundary; and this 
caused the Lord Chancellor to say 
to him, '' Thou hast done more hurt 
by thy exhortations in private, in 
prison, than thou didst in preaching, 
before thou wast put in." Prison 
teaching has always proved power
ful teaching, and is a proof, that 
men may be useful anywhere. If 
men can be useful in a Prison, where 
cannot they be useful ? 

Jt.lritrus. 
The New Handbook of Illustration; 

or, Treasury of Themes, Anecdotes, 
Analogies, Parables, and Expositions 
of Scripture Truth and Christian 
Life. Introduction by Rev. W. C. M. 
Punshon, LL.D. (Elliot Stock). This 
volume of 568 pages ia a library of 
reference in itself. All preachers and 
teachers, and platform speakers, on 
religious and moral subjects have here 
culled out flowers, telling and beautiful. 

Its real value can scarcely be over
estimated. The skilful and laborious 
compiler must havo ransacked hundreds 
of volumes to obtain the treasures 
here arranged for the ·use_ of its readers; 
'rhere is an excellent mdex of sub-" 
jects, and it only wants another of ffie ' 
authors quoted to make it as perfect 
and invaluable as any work of that 
kind ever published. Sunday-schools 
wishing to give their teachers a Ne,;, 
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Year's gift, cannot soloct a better book 
than this; and wo say the same to our 
rural congregations which are supplied 
with workers who require to have all 
the means that can be provided for 
their aid. 

The Doctrine of Eternal Punishnient 
Vindicated against Recent Attacks. 
A tractate, by Rev. Professor Watts, 
D.D. (Belfast: W. Mullins. ls.) This 
is both a learned and somewhat ex
haustive vindication of eternal punish
ment, one of the legion of pamphlets 
on the subject pro and con that have 
appeared within the last fow years. 
Doubters may consult Dr. Watts with 
advantage. 

The Personal Reign of Ghrist during 
the Millennium proved to be Impossible. 
By James C. L. Carson, M.D. London: 
Roulston and Sons, Paternoster-row. 
Those who aro anxious to read on the 
opposite side of the Millennarian ques
tion, will find in this work some valu
able thoughts and important facts, and 
though we do not open our pages for 
the discu.ssion of controversial subjects, 
still we need only say that the work is 
written in Dr. Carson's usual style, evi
dently from an earnest conviction, and 
with a sincere regard for the authority 
of Holy Scripture. 

])owing to,Uniform, and its Results; 
or, Thoughts Suggested by a Soldier 
Saluting an Officer. By Thomas 
Cheshire. (Elliot Stock). A very good 
book, but with a very questionable title. 
We fear its cognomen will prevent its 
general character and excellency from 
boing understood. We have read few 
volumes containing moro really excel
lent matter for theological reflection, 
or more admirably expressed statemonts 
on Divine truths. We hope it will get 
into extensive circulation, and be ex
tensively useful, especially to young 
men, students, and conductors of Bible 
classes. 

. Ola Jonathan for 1873. In hand
some, stiff, coloured, illustrated binding. 
A presen.t for cottagers, &c., for tho new 
year tha.t cannot fail to be most a.ccept-

'able and useful. It is worth many times 
over the eighteenpence, its publishing 
price, and we hope will have a most 
extensive salo. 

The Hive, for 1Si3. (Elliot Stock.) 
The volume of this excellent serial, 
woll bound in strong cloth, we recom
mend most earnestly to all our Sunday
school teachers who have not taken. it 
in monthly numbers. It is the cheapest 
and best help with which we are ac
quaintecl, and we doubt if any work 
of the kind will surpass it in its varied 
and adapted papers for efficient use in 
our schools. 

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS. 

Gospel Watchword. An excellent 
monthly pennyworth of instructive and 
U.seful articles,_ evangelical, spiritual, 
and poetical. (Yapp and Hawkins.) 

Golden Grown Almanack; 32 mo. and 
sheet aize. Woll got up, and adapted 
for the home, vestry, and school. Wo 
had always thought them good, but 
never better than for 1874,. (Yapp and 
Co.) The same publishers have sent 
us The Blood of the Lamb; or, Salva
tion only in Christ. A.n admirable 
penny book, of real intrinsic worth. 

Popular Education. By Giles Hester. 
(Sheffield & Co.) A trenchent attack on 
tho oppressive clauses of the Education 
Act. · 

The Annual Report of the Jamaica 
Baptist Missionary Society, with An 
Appeal by the Treasurer. We com
mend these important documents to the 
careful perusal of our readers. 

The Baptist l!.olds on its course, and 
we hope will be useful and effective iu 
relation to tho ·denomination and its in
stitutions. 

The Freeman is equally necessary to 
tho building up and extending our as
sociations and churches. We require 
both, and cannot part with either . 

The Interpreter, Part XII., is ~qual 
to preceding ones, and is eliciting very 
favourable notices from many of our 
religious periodicals. 
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The Bible the Working Man's Jilriend. 
.lVew F'letton Tracts. By H. Watts, 
Peterborough. Capital subject and well 
handh,d. ]\fr. Watts knows how to 
write for the labouring classes. 

Wham Should the Church Receive J 
A Sermon by J as. H. Atkinson Hitchin. 
(ld. Paternoster and Hales.) A sermon 
worthy of perusal by Christians of all 
p&rsuasions, especially by Baptists of 
every &der. 

The Sword and Trowel ends tho year 
as vigorously as it bog"n it, and w"s 
m,ver better. 

The Bapti~t Magazine. A solid, 
valuable number. 

The Ragged School Union Magazine, 
The Christian Armow·, Old Jonathan, 
The Biblical Museum (Part XXXV1.), 
The Hive, the Appeal, The British 
Flag, and the Gardeners' Magazine, we 
commend with all the eulogies they 
have so nobly deserved during the whole 
year. 

The BaptistA.lmanack and Congr~µa
tional Year-Book for 1874, is as full of' 
varied and useful information as ever, 
and well got up, and at 2d. remarkably 
cheap. It deserves the patronage of 
all our churches and schools, 

LYRICS FOR THE HEART, 

BY W. POOLE BALl'ERN, 

OR, such a Father as we have, 
And yet to breathe Jl.O sigh 

To see His face, and hear His voice, 
And reach His home on high ! 

Oh, where's the love which we should 
have 

To such a loving Friend, 
Who waits to bless, and ever loves

Will love us to the end ! 

Oh surely if the stones could -speak, 
Or rocks and hills could weep, 

Heave the Lead; or, EarnestOounul 
on the Ocean of Time. By a Son of 
the Sea. (Elliot Stock.) A good, tell
ing, timely tract for the New Year. 

1.'he Canon and the Cardinal : .! 
Story of the Conversfon of a Roman 
Catholic Priest, and his Citation to 
the Inqui.iition at Rome. (Elliot 
Stock. 2d.) More extraordinary than 
a romance, and ono of the cheering 
signs of the times. Buy it ·and circulate 
by all means. 

Breakers Aheail ! Two Letters .to 
the• Bishop nf Ripon. By Rev. E. 
Mellor, A.lli., D.D., Halifax. (Elliot 
Stock. 2d.) Worthy of a national cir
culation. 

Reasons Why I Prefer Chapd to 
Church. By John Harris, Wesleya.n 
Minister. (Elliot Stock. 2d.) Capital 
reasons, and on Bible grounds mi.
answerable. 

Swndar1-sclwol Treasury for 1873. 
(61. Paternoster-row,) Handsomely 
bound, and full of tho -.ery best material 
for Sunday-school work. 

Pearls from the Golden Stream. 
(Roulston & Co.) A small volume of 
real spiritual worth. 

With cries and tears they both would 
'join 

To wake us from our sleep ; 
To stir our faith and move our hearts 

To seek our Saviour's grace, 
That we with gladsome feet might run 

To seek our Saviour's face ! 

Oh, Father of these fainting heart11, 
Wherever we may be,~ 

Oh, upwards raise our drooping faith, 
To find its all in Thee ! ' 

Oh, may Thy patience and Thy love 
With all our weakness bear, 

Until at last we see Thy iaoe, 
And all Thy glory share ! 
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CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

Rev. John Watts, of Long B"nckby, 
has become the pastor of the Church at 
Gate House, Totnes, North Devon. 

Mr. J. B. Warren, of Bridgnorth, 
has aecepted the pastorate of Ebenezer 
Chapel, Cottenham. 

Rev. J. Manning, late of. Enfield 
Highway, has accepted the pastorate of 
the Church at Harlington, W. 

Rev. J. D. Dodway has resigned the 
pastorate of the Church which was 
formed about two years since at St. 
George's Hall, Burton-on-Trent. 

Rev. J. Clark to the deep regret of the 
people, has intimated his intent~on of 
resigning the pastorate of the Church 
at Eye, Suffolk, in March next. 

Rev. Frank Trotman, late of Plaistow, 
has accept,d the pastorat0 of the new 
Baptist Church at P-endleton, Manches
ter, and commenced his ministry in the 
Pendleton Town Hall, which the Church 
will occupy during the erection of their 
preaching room. 

SmPsroN, W ARWICKSHIRE.-Rev. J. 
Hutchinson, of the Pastor's College, 
has accepted an invitation to the pas
torate of the Baptist Church in this 
town. 

" Rev. Edmnnd ]\forley, having ac
cepted the in,itation of the Church at 
Redditch, will resign his pastorate at 
Stratford-on-Avon on the last Sunday 
in December. On the following Mon
day a public meeting of the Church 
and congregation will be held to take 
a farewell of :lt1r. Morley, who has 
laboured at Stratford for UDarly seven 
years. 

The Re,. Jamos, Douglas, M.A., of 
Kircaldy, Scotland, has. accopted the 
invitation of the Baptist Church, 
Montague-street, Blackburn. 

Mr. James W. Comfort, of the 
Pastor's College, Metropolitan Taber
nacle, haa accepted the pastorate of the 
B&ptist Church, Brabourne, Kent. 

Rev. J. Batey has resigned the pas-

torate of the Church at Upper Nor
wood. Having known Mr. Batey for 
many years, we can confidently recom
mend him as a supply for any Churches 
in London or its vicinity.-[Ed. B. M.] 

Mr. P. Gallaher, late of the British 
and Irish Baptist Mission, has received 
a unanimous call to the pastorate of the 
Milton Baptist Church, Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia. 

The Rev. John Stubbs, of Chiswick, 
has accepted an invitation from the 
church at Eyathorne, Kent. 

Rev. B. C. Etheridge, after a pastor
ate of twenty years at • Cavendish 
Chapel, Ramsgate, has accepted the 
invitation of the committoo of the 
London Baptist ASS-Ociation to become 
the minister of their new chapel at 
Ealham. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

Rev. W. Penfold Cope was publicly 
recognised as the pastor of Mazep~nd 
Chapel, London, "on Tuesday evening, 
Nov. 18th, 1873. Rev. Dr. Angus pre
sided, and addresses were deliyored by 
the Revs. W. -Braden, W. Howrnon, and 
other neighbouring ministers. 

lPswICH.-On Friday, November 7, 
Rev. J. Burtt, was publicly recognised 
as the pastor of the Ch~ch at Salem 
Chapel. · Tea was provided. Rev. J. 
:M. Morris presided at the evening 
meeting. Rev. George Rogers, gave 
the charge to the pastor, and Rev. 
W. Whale addr¥sed the Church. The 
Revs. Spencer, Knell, Cooke, and 
Shields, also took part in the Bervice. 

Rev. J. H. Sobey was publicly re
cognised on the 2nd Dec., 1873, as· pas
tor of the Church at Burton. Revs. 
vY. M. Lewis, H. Maidment, and J. 
Baily took part in the services. 

SURREY-LANE, BATTER8EA.-0Il 
Tuesday, Doc. 9th, a tea and public 
meeting was held to welcome the Rev, 
N. Heath, late of Newhaven, as pastor 
oI the Church. A large numoor of 
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friends sat down to tea. The chair at 
the evening meeting was taken by the 
Rev. J. T. Dunn, and the.Revs. J. Shaw, 
W.D. Sarjeant, C. Druitt, W. Charles, 
Messrs. W. Heath, J. Kealy, F. T. Ash
field, and the pastor gave addresses. 

' The meeting was of the most interest
ing character, and the prospects of tho 
Church and pastor are full of promise. 

Mr. S. K. Williams was ordained to 
the work of the ministry on the even
ing of Dec. I, at the English Bap
tist Chapel, N ewbridge, Mon. The 
Revs. J. G. Davies, of Bulah, and W. 
Williams, Abercame, officiated at the 
service. 

A social tea-mooting to welcome the 
Rev. T. Leach, late of Addlestone, to 
the · pastorate of Chalk Farm Chapel, 
Berkley-road, Regent's-park-road, was 
held on Tuesday evening, Dec. 16. Mr. 
S. J. Gillespy presided, and addresses 
were delivered by Mr. Harman, senior 
deacon, Mr. Johnson, superintendent of 
the Sunday-schools, and the new pastor. 
The public re.cognition services will be 
held in January. 

Rev. W. Wilkins was recognised as 
pastor of the Church at Maidenhead on 
the llth inst. The Rev. W. Anderson, 
presided; and addresses were delivered 
by Mr. Jones, Rev. T. Brooks, and J. 
Rogers, C. M. Longhurst, T. G. Swin
dell, G. Smith, and Messrs. S. Body and 
Carlisle, also took part in the proceed-
ings. · 

BEXLEY HEATH, S.E.-A recognition 
service was held at Trinity Chapel on 
Monday evening, Dec. 3, in connection 
with the settlement of Rev. E. Edward 
Fisk; the Rev. George Rogers occu
pied the chair. Addresses were de
livered by R&v. A. Tessier, A. Sturge, 
J. Geddes, Mr. Henry Milner. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

: Re;. G. Monk has been presented by 
h1~ fnen~s at ~angley with a gilt clock, 
smtably mscnbed, on hie departure to 
undertak& the pastorate of the church 
at Thetford. 

Rev. Thomas Phillips, on resigning the 
pastorat& of the Church_ at Stognmber, 
has been .Presented with a purse of 
sovereigns, in token of e.1teem. 

Rev. J. Manning, on resigning the 
pastorate of th& Church at Enfield 
Highway, has been presented with 
some volnmes of books and a cheque, 
Miss Manning, at the sam& time, re
ceiving a writing-desk and a sum of 
money, in recognition of the services 
which sho had rendered in presiding 
at the harmonium. Seventy persons 
have been added to the Church during 
Mr. Manning's pastorate. 

Rev. D. Thompson, on leaving Combo 
Martin, where he has resided for some 
time without pastoral charge, has been 
presented by the Rev. J. Glover, in the 
name of his Church and congregation, 
with a silver tea service and salver, in 
token of esteem for servicM rendered 
to the village and neighbourhood. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

A new chapel at Nantwich, where 
the Baptists· had a place of worship so 
early as 1724, baa-recently been opened. 
The chapel is capable of seating 300 
persons, and there is a schoolroom for 
200 children. The cost was £1,500, 
and at the tea meeting on the 24th it 
was announced that the whole amount 
had been raised. Rev. Dr. Burns 
preached on the previous Sunday to 
overflowing congregations. Evangelical 
Dissenters of various denominations 
have liberally aided in this work. ' 

YA.RNHROOKS, WILTS.-The memorial 
stone of a Baptist Chapel for this hamlet 
was laid in the afternoon of Monday, 
December 8th, by Mr. J. S. Whitaker, 
of Bratton. The chapel is to seat 120 
persons, and to have a schoolroom in 
the rear for fifty children, the cost to 
be £300. A large company of friends 
assembled on tho site, who were ad
dressed by llfessrs. Whitaker, Parsons, 
and Barnes. In the evening a public 
meeting was held in North Bradley 
Chapel. Yarnbrook is, and has been 
for some years past, a preaching station 
of the Back-street Church, Trowbridge. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

MocHDRE.-The annual services wero · 
held in the above place of worship on 
F:riday, the ·aist of last month. The 

/ 
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bretraen J. D. Williams and C. Griffiths 
preached. J. Nicholas and E. Owen 
took part in the services. This was 
the twenty-fourth anniversary of the 
chapel building. The congregations 
were good. 

CAERsws.-The annual services were 
held in the above chapel on the 29th 
and 30th of October. C. Griffiths, 
J; D. Williams, T. W. Thomason, J. 
Williams, H. Evans, and B. Price, 
officiated. This was tho fifty-third anni
versary of the chapel building, and 
the twenty-ninth of the ordination of 
the pastor. 

A new school-roonYin connection with 
the chapel at Stanwich, Northampton
shire, of which1 Rev. T. J. Bristow jg 

pastor, was opened recently, when a 
sermon was preached by the Rev. R. E. 
Bradfield, of Rushden. 

The iron chapel, Spring-vale, Ham
mersmith (Rev. S. Honan, pastor), was 
reopened, after repairs and enlarge
ment, on the 16th November. It has 
been resolved to raise a permanent 
building, at a cost of £3,000. 

MELTON MOWBRAY. - On Sunday 
evening,',November 9, the ordinance of 
believers' baptism was administered for 
the first time since the erection of the 
Baptist chapel, and probably for the 
first time in the history of the town, as 
there is no record of a Baptist cause 
there previous to that now in existence. 
'There woro four candidates, and the 
rite was preceded by a discourse by the 
Rev. J. Lansloy, pastor, from the eighth 
chapter of Act·s, and sixteenth vorse
"What doth hinder that I should be bap
tized?" Therewas a large congregation. 

At a meeting of the church and con
gregation assembling in Cornwall-road 
Ch~pel, Notting-hill, held on the 9th 
D_ecember, under the presidency of 
Sir. S. Morton Peto, Bart.; it was in
timated that Mr. Knight, the treasurer, 
generously relinquished all claim for 
the sum of nearly .£500, being 
the total of advances made by him 
at different periods in the history 
of the church. Stimulated by this 
noble act, some friends have begun a 
movement for the purchase of the 
ground on which the chapel is built. 

After addresses by the chairman, Dr. 
Manning, Rev. J. A. Spurgeon, Rev. T. 
W. Handford, Rev. R. H. Roberts, the 
pastor, and other friendo, a committee 
was formed to aid in carrying into 
effect the object proposed, and by the 
close of the day, contributions were given 
or promised amounting to nearly .£1,000, 
including a donation of £100 from the 
chairman. 

ATTLEBOROUGH. - 0~ Wednesday 
evening, Dec. 3rd, 1873, a pleasant 
meeting _ was held for the recognition 
of the public services rendered by the 
Rev. W. S. Brown. For thirty-eight 
years the Rev. W. S. Brown, who has 
attained the ripe age of threescore and 
ten, has uninterruptedly ministered to • 
the Baptist Church worshipping in _this 
town. During the early part of his 
ministry he also, for sixteen years, Jiad 
charge of the congregation at Old 
Buckenham, preaching there every 
Sunday in addition to twice iu Attle
borough, which necessitated for the 
greater part of the time his walking to 
and from that place, a distance of ten 
miles. When Mr. Brown announced 
his intention of retiring, many of those 
whl) had benefitted by his ministry 
desired to present him with a token of 
their respect, in the form of a fund 
which should afford him the means of 
soothing his declining years. Mr. Zede
kiah Long, of Alterton, one of the 
deacons, became treasurer, and the 
Rev. W. Freeman, of Dereham, under
took the responsible duties of secretary. 
The meeting of Wednesday evening 
was, in one respect, pleasant, but there 
was also a feelin~ of gloom caused by 
the fact that the !l'bntleman whom they 
had met to cheer was lying upon a bed 
of sickness, from which it was feared 
ho would never rise again. After tea, 
Mr. Freeman presided, and presented 
to Mr. E. Brown, as the representative 
of his father, a cheque for .£200. The 
Rev. J. Sage, Mr. Mason, Rev. Mr. 
Ewing, Mr. Jennyn, Mr. Z. Long, and 
others, addressed the meeting. 

NARBERTH.-The annual services in 
connection with the Baptist Missionary 
Society have been held at Bethesda 
Chapel, when sermons were preached, 
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in ihe morning by the Rev. D. Evans, 
a.nd in thee¥ening by the Rev. T.Evans. 
In the afternoon, at three o'clock, the 
latj;er gentleman delivered an address 
to the children and friends of the Sun~ 
day-school, along with those of the In
dependents and Wesley,ans, who all met 
together for the occasion. On the Wed
nesday evening 'the public meeting was 
held, when Mr. Wm. Davies, Deputy
Sheriff, presided. The collections of 
last year amounted to some £51, but 
this year Mr. ',Villiams, the secretary, 
read a list, which gave as a total 
£60 7s. 6d. On the Monday the public 
meeting was held in the Old Mother 
Church, Molleston. Here, only a very 
few years sin<ie, there was nothing done 
towards the missionary cause, but last 
year the collections amounted to about 
£12, and this to over £20. 
LONDON: IlORNSEY-RISE.-The pas

tor's third annivcrnary was held on 
Wednesday, Nov. 12. A sermon was 
preaohec1 in the afternoon by the Rev. 
Dr. Brock. In the evening there' was 
a public meeting, when John Edwards 
presided. Among the speakers were 
the Revs. D. Gracey, J. P. Gledstone, 
J. Pugh, W. Russell, J. Viney, T. G. 
Atkinson, Mr. Barnard, and the pastor, 
Rev. Frank M. Smith. The meetings, 
afrornoon and evening, were well at
tended, and a decided impetus was 
given to tho work of erecting the new 
chapel ( which is to seat 626 persons), 
on an eligible site of freehold land, 
within 500 yards of the present building, 
the total cost of chapel and land to be 
£2,350. The collections amounted to 
£10 0s, lOcl, and promises to the ex
tent of £111 10s. were given at the 
meeting, in aid of the building fund. 

THE autumnal session of the Herts 
andjBeds Association was hold at Chip
perfield on Tuesday. Nov .. 11. Dinner 
was provided for the pastors and dele
gates by the liberality of the Rev. Dr. 
Steane. In the afternoon a co=union 
service was held, and also a prayer
meeting for the revival of reliaion at 
which the Rev. Dr. Steane gav; an'in
teresting address upon "Religious Re
vivals." In the evening a publie 
meeting was held. The Rev. S. Couling 
presided, and addresses were delivered 

, 1by the Rev. Dr. Hillier, upon " Chris
tian Love," by the Re,v. R. Speed upon 
" Christian Zeal," and by the Rev. T. 
Foster upon " Christian Liberality." 

RYDE.-The eighth anniversary of 
P>Lrk-road Baptist Church was cele
brated on Dec. 11 by a public tea
meeting. Rev. J. Harrison, the pastor, 
presided, and in his address stated 
that £259 hac1 been raised during 
the ,past year for special purpose;,, 
that the chapel had been put in 
trust for the Baptist denomination, 
that a Sunday-school had been started, 
arnl that there was a good and efficient 
band of teachers. The Revs. W. Jones, 
\Y. Page, B. A., and R. Y. Roberts, L. 
Waterhouse, and Dr. Harding also de
livered useful and earnest addresses. 

Succ ESSFUL and encouraging services 
in connection with the seventy-eighth 
anniversary of George-street Church, 
Hull, have just been held. On Friday, 
Xov. 21, Rov. J.P. Chown preached to 
a. large congregation in Hope-street 
Chapel, and on Lord's day, sermons 
were preached by Revs. Percy F. 
Pearce, pastor, W. M. Statham, and. J. 
Ernest Clapham. On Tuesday, 25th, 
350 partook of tea, and the pastor gave 
a most gratifying report--:35 had been 
added to the Church during the year, 
and the chapel freed from all debt. 
Addresses were delivered bv Revs. J. 
Sibree, H. Wonnacott, W. c: Preston, 
W. C. Upton, E. Lauderdale, L. B. 
Brown, C. Welton, and I. W. Franklin, 
Esq., and J. Ddllding, Esq. The finan
cial results will amount to between 
£60 and £70. 

LmrnON : KILBURN p ARK. - The 
friends in connection with C>Lnterbury
ro>Ld Chapel held a soiree on Monday, 
December 1. Refreshments were served 
in the new school-room, or lecture-hall, 
attached to the chapel, !l,t six o'clock;, 
and at seven the friends adjourned to 
the chapel, when the chair was taken 
by llfr. Samuel Tilley. Messrs. Joseph 
Peters and .Tames Jackson (the Consul
General of Liberia) addressed the meet-, 
ing after the chairman, and each pro
mised £25 towards the removal of the 
chapel debt. Addresses were also 
delivered by the Revs. H. R. Davis, J. 
M. Cose, T. Smalley, P; ,T. Forsyth, 
/ 
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:M.A., .J. York, and" J. Finch, Esq. 
During the evening, a testimonial, con
sisting of a purse of gold, was presented 
to Miss Hall, for presiding at the har
monium, and for leading tho choir. 
About £80 in promises and cash wore 
subscribed during the evening. 

BuGBRoon:, NoRTHAMPTONsm11E. -
The Baptist Chapel having been closed 
for three months for thorough repair 
and entire renovation, at a cost of about 
£300, was reopened on Sunday, Nov. 
23, 1873, when two sermons were 
preached by the pastor, the Rev. W. H. 
Payne, from 2 Chronicles vi. 41, and 
Haggai ii. 9. There was a good at
tendance, and liberal collections. 

GREENWICH.-The anniversary se1·
vices in connection with the settlement 
of the Rev. W. Leese Giles, as pastor of 
South-street Baptist Church, were held 
on Tuesday evening, December 9. A. 
public tea-meeting was hold in the 
school-room beneath the chapel at half
past Jive, at which a large number were 
present, and after tea a public meeting 
was held in the chapel, the Rev. W. L. 
Giles, the pastor, presiding. Addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. B. Jones, 
R. Jlforten, G.lorge Martin, W. Stott, 
and A. King. During the evening J\fr. 
W. C. Harvey, on behalf of the church 
and congregation, presented the pastor 
with a purse of £60 as a token of the 
affection of the congregation. 

REGENT'S p ARK Cor,LF.GE.-W e regret 
the number of students given in the 
Year .Book is not correct ; the number 
ff ministerial students is 27, and the 
lay students 12. 

BAPTISMS. 
..ab•rga"""'!I. - December I, at Frogmore

street Chapel, Two, by J. Williama, B.A. 
Ae<rington.-Dec. 7, at Barnes-street Chapel, 

Six, from the Sunday-school, by H. 0. At
kinson. 

llargotd.-N ovember 30, Two, by J. Jarman. 
Barnaley.-Nov. 30, Two, by W. B. Osler, of 

.North Carry. 
Bm-,-01JJ.in-Furne••.-Nov. 23, in the Abbey

road Chapel, Ten. by James Hughes. 
~~,:;-Deo. 4, Five, by J. Wilshire. 

Th~mas.BasaaJeg.-Dec. 14, One, by J. 

lllatnafen.-N ov. 23, at the English Chapel, 
Six young men, by J. Howells. 

Broadstairs.-Dec. 3, One, by J. J. Kiddle. 
B,-ymbo, Denbighshire~Nov. 16, Four youn'/. 

men, by J. Do.vies. Dec. 14, Five, by . 
Davies. 

Carmel.-Dee.14, at the English Chapel, Four, 
by Thos. Jones. 

Cll£am, Surrey, Nov. 23, Two, by W. Sullivan. 
Dec. 4, One, by W. Sullivan. 

Clydach, Swansee .. Valley.-NoT. 23, Four, by 
H. C. Howells. · 

C'ongleton.-Dec. 2, One; Dec. 7, Three, by 
James Walker. 

Corwen, North Wales.-Nov. 9, One, by H. C. 
Williams. 

• Crewe.-Nov. 12, at Victoria-street Chapel, 
Five; 19, Two, by J. F. Greening. 

C'U"mdare.-Dec.14-, Fourt by J. Evans. 
Daltm-in,.Furness.-Deo. 6, Two, by David 

Thomas. · 
Dawley; Salop, Dec. 7, Two, by W. Woolton. 
Dowlais.-Deo. 7, at the Tabernacle, English 

Chapel; Seven, by A. Humphreys. 
]Jrijfield.-Nov. 29, Three, by Charles Won. 
JJ:gtho-rm, Kent.-Nov. 23, Five, by W. Gar

wood. 
Faversham.-Nov. 16, Three, by A. Bax. 
llaoerfo-rdwe,t.-Dee. 2, Two {from the San

day-school), by Jabez Jenkins. 
lfeywoort.-N ov. 27, at Rochdale-ro"d Cho.pal, 

Two, by ·w. Lester Mayo. 
Hill Cliff, Oheshire.-Dec. 7, Nine, in the New 

&ptistry (two of them his own sons), by A. 
Kenworthy. · 

lrvine.-Nov. 20, Three, by the Pastor, A. G. 
Short. 

Kilma1"1UJck,-Nov. 2S, Three; Dec. 6, Two, in 
the river, at Dean Castle, by John John
ston. 

Kirkl,y-in-Ashfeld.-Nov. 30, Four, by P. S. 
Lacev. · 

KnightOn1 Radnorshire.-N ov. 30, Thirteen, 
by J. Gay . 

. Leamington, Wanwick-strect.-Nov. 30, Four, 
by S. T. Williams. 

Linelwlme, Todmorden.-Dec. 11, Four, by W .. 
Sharman. 

Live,-pool.-N ov. 13, at the Welsh Baptist 
Chapel, Windsor-street, Four, by J. R. 
Jones. 

Liverpool, Sohi:>-street.-Nov. 30, Eight, by 
E!iE. W111t.er. 

Lochgilphead.-:ffov. 80, Three, by George A. 
Young. · 

Luton, Park-strect.-Dec. 4, Nine, by J. W. 
Genders. 

Man.<feld.~Dec. 8, Eight, by Henry·Marsden. 
Mae.syerhelem, Radn01shire_ .-Nov. 1, Five, 

by David Davies, Moughbrey. 
Meltham, Yorkshire.-Dec. 7, Six, by J. Al-

derson. · 

Metrop,,li/an Dutrict-
Blmm1sbury.-Dee. 14, Five, by T. W. H&nd

ford . 
Chiswick Chapel, W.-Nov. 26, One, by Jolul 

Stubbs. 
Ea,t Ltmdon Tabernacle.-,-Dec. 4, Seventeen, 

by A. G. Brown. 
Enfield Highwav, .N.-Nov. zo, Two, by J. 

Manning. . 
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Hackney-road.-Dee. 3, at Providence Chapel, 
Fifteen, by W. Cuff (two from the Roman 
Catholic Church), 

J1arlingtr>n, W.-Dec. 3, Two, byJ. Manning. 
Metropolitan Tabernacle.-Dec, 4, Nineteen; 

11, Two, by J. A. Spurgeon. 
Penge Tabernade.-Nov. 30, Six, by J.Colllns 

(five of whom were from the Gospel Hall, 
Wills-road, Sydenho.m, where & good 
work has been going on for some time 
under the auspices of s. brother converted 
under Mr. Spurgeon_ 

St. Jalin's Wood.-Nov. 27, at Abbey-road 
Chape~ Nine, by W. Stott. 

Thorn/till Hall, Caledonian-road,-Dec. 4, 
Six, at Vernon Chapel (kindly lent for the 
occasion), by W.W. Hames. 

Trinity Chapel, John-street, Edgware-road. 
-Dec. 4, Seventeen, by J. 0. Fellowes. 

Vernon Cliapel.-Nov, 27, Six, by C. B. 
Sawday, 

We.stbourne Grove.-Nov. 10, Eleven; Nov. 
17, Five, by W. G. Jervis, 

Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire.-Dec •. 7, Two, 
by J. Jones, 

Millend.-Nov. 30, Three, by A. Greer. 
Jli,:fteld.-Dec. 14, &t Zion Chapel, Four, by 

Dr. Albrocht (one hls only daughter). 
Ncyland.-Nov.16, One, by M. H. Jones. 
Nottingnam.-Dec. 1, at the Mech&nics' Hall, 

Og~:~11~~~~~?;L.:3~:~~~K' Four, by A. E. 
Greening. 

Pembroke Dock.-Dec, 6, at Bethany Chapel, 
Four, by W. Davies. 

Portsmouth.-Dee. 3, at Lake-road Chapel, 
Landport, Flve, by T. W. Medhurst. 

Preston.-Nov. 30, at Pole-street Church, Four1 

by E. Walters, pastor of the Fi>lherg&te 
""Ohurch. 
.Reading.-Dec. 14, at King's-road Cha.pal, 

Fourteen, by W. Anderson (eight from th1> 
Sund.,y-school). 

Rliondda, Pontypridd.-Nov. 23, Three, by G_ 
Willi&ms, 

Ri.lca.-Dec. 7, at tho English Chapel, Thir
teen, by J. Thomas, Bassaleg. 

RLsola,on, near Neath.-Nov. 22, One, by D. B. 
Davies. 

Ryde.-Dee. 11, at Park-road Church, Four, by 
J. Harrison. · 

Sardi,, Pembrokeshire.-Dec.13, One, by W. 
Gay. 

Sheerness-on-Sea.-Dec. 3, One. byJ, B.Hadler. 
Southampton.-Dec. 14, at Carlton Ch&pel, 

Five, by Edwin Osborne. 
South Shield,.-Nov. 19, at tho Ta.bernacle, 

Seventeen; 26, Twelve ; Dec. 10, Twelve; 
17. Eleven, by J.E. Cr&eknell. 

Stajford.-Dec. 1, One, by Henry Dolamore. 
Stockton--on-Tee.s.-N ov, 30, Eleven, by H. 

Moore. · 
St. Neot's, Hunts.-Dec.3, Two, by J. Raymond. 
SWindon, Wilts.-Dec. 3, Four, by ;L, T. Edgley. 
Thaxted, Essex.-N ov. 30, Four, by G. H. Hook. 
Treorkey, Rhondda V&l!ey.-Dec, 7, at Horeb 

Ch&pel, Elght, by Daniel Davies. 
Thornoury, Gloucostershire.-Oct. 26, One, by 

George Rees. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex,-Nov. 30, e.t Paradise

row Ch&pel, Four, by R. Williamson. 
Weslcro,s, Mumbles.-At Bethany Chapel, T,m, 

by R. A. Jones, of Swansea.. 
Wckingham.-Nov. 30, at Milton-rood Chapel, 

Six, by J. Matthews. 
York Town, Blackwater.-Dec. 7, Nine, by. S. 

Sale. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-C, H. SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts from November 19th to December 16h, 1873. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

A fe.w Friends, by A Christian, Grange-
Miss Janet Milno... 1 7 6 mouth ... ... ..• 1 0 0 

Mr. A. Summerz O 10 0 Ernest Wm. Hughes 1 6 0 
A Friend, Brabourn O 10 0 Alice Jane Hughes... 1 5 0 
Mr. H. Speight 1 0 0 Miss Miller ••. ... o 10 0 
A Grandmother ... O 1 O A Friend •.• ••• .•• o 2 6 
Rev. S. Bridge... ... 0 10 0 M. T. ... ... ..• ... 2 0 0 
W. A. B. ... ... ..• 1 1 o Mr. B, Wilkinson ... 5 o o 
A Friend at Writtlo, Matthew xxv, 40 ••• 1 O O 

l ~o~ ~~o:~~~.. ~ 1g g ~: ~: t~c.~~ ::: lf g g 
C. S. ... ..• ••• ... 2 10 0 Mr. Tapscott ..• ... 1 1 0 
V. W. Sunderland... o O 0 A Friend, per Mr. 
Mr. J. Banger •.• ..• 1 1 0 Dunn ... ..• 0 10 0 
Mr. Charles Griffiths 1 1 O Mrs. Legge •.• ... 1 0 0 
Mrs. Brown ... ... I 0 O Mr. E. Morgan... ... 1 0 0 
,Miss Burls... ... ... 5 0 0 Mr. J. Johnstone ••• 1 O 0 
Mrs. Fife, per Mrs. A Friend, Deptford 1 o 0 

Rigg ... ..• 0 3 6 Mr. N. P. Sharmll,ll... 6 0 0 
Mr. E. Sheffield ll Ii o Miss B. Thorn ... ..• o 10 0 
Ml'll. lt. Lovell... O 10 6 The Mi>ises Drans-
1,lr. E. Hnghes 2 10 0 field ..• ... 4 4 0 

Per Mrs. Withers:
Messrs. Hellos and 

Co. .. ....••• 1 1 ., 
Mrs. J. Lea.eh ..• o 10 9 
Mr. Gosts.ge •.• O ii O 
Mr. J. H. Fnller ... O o O 
Mrs. Withers O 5 O 

Mrs. Hull ... ... 1 O 0 
Mrs. Brake • .. . . • o 10 o 
Mr. G. H. Ma.son ••• 25 0 O 
Miss Jephs ... ... 1 6 O 
Collections at Penge, 

per Rev. J. Collin• G 11 O 
Weekly Offerings a~ 

Metropolite.n Ta
!Jem&cle-N ov. 23 40 o 3 

,.30322:3 
_Dec.736841 

£'18 13 0 

Subscriptions will be tha.ukfullyreceived by C. H. Spurgeon, N:etropolitanTa.bemaele. 



THE HONOURED GUEST.* 

4 SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H, SPURCJEON, 

"And he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully."-LUKE xix. 4>. 

ARE you prepared, like Zaccheus, to give the Lord Jesus Christ a glad 
. a.nd grateful welcome ? If we would obtain the fnll benefit of His devoted 
life, His atoning death, and His triumphant resurrection, we must receive 
Him into om hearts by ~imple faith, and entertain Him with tender love. 
Outside the door of our heart Jesus is a stranger; He is no Saviour to us; 
but inside the heart which has been opened, by divine grace, to admit Him, 
His power is displayed, His worth is known, and His goodness is felt. My 
dear hearer, you have heard His fame, you have witnessed the miracles 
He has wrought upon others, and now it remains that you receive Him 
yourself to ensure your own well-being. He stands at the door and knocks; 
you must open to Him. The promise is : '' If any man will open unto 
Me, I will come in and 'sup with him.'' '' To as many as received Him, to 
them gave He power to become the sons of God.'' Not upon all who 
heard was the privilege conferred, for many, when they heard, did not 
believe. Alas I they provoked Him, and so tl1ey perished in .their sins. 
But those who hail Jesus as a friend, salute Him as an honoured guest, 
sit at His feet, and hang on His lips, find how He lights every chamber 
of their soul with joy, satisfies every craving of their better nature, and 
enriches them with all the endowments of adopted children. 

In many respects Zaccheus supplies us with a noble example. He 
shows us how to receive the Saviour. You will observe that he received 
Him speedily. "He made haste and came down." It is not always easy 
to come down from a tree with great speed. He came down, however, as 
fast as he could. There was no demur or hesitancy in his manner. I 
daresay his heart was down before his feet. In like manne.r they who 
would redeive Christ must receive Him now. This is' not a call or a. 
•ounsel to be trifled with. The procrastination of Felix, which led him to 
say, "When I have a more convenient season I will send for Thee,'' is a 
very dangerous spirit. Let those who talked as Felix talked beware lest -
they perish as Felix perished. '' To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden 
not- your hearts." Zaccheus made haste. They who receive Christ 
heartily must receive Christ immediately. 

We notice, too, that Zaccheus received the Lord obediently. When the 
Master said, "Make haste,'' he made haste. Hardly had He said, '' Come 
down," when down he came. If thou, my hearer, be likewise willing and 
obedient, thou shalt eat of the good of the land. Christ likes us to be 
obedient to Him, though He speaks to us less as a Lawgiver than as a 
S~viour and a, Fi;iend. If we refuse to take His yoke upon us, and learn of 
Him, how can we reasonably expect to -find rest unto our souls? The 
words of Jesus must be deeply respected and diligently observed by those 
who would have Him for their Rock, their Refuge, and their Hiding PJaee. 

• • This Sermon being Copyright, ihe righi of reprinwng and trMlslating is reserv4Ml. 
No. 183, N:ii:w SERIES. 
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Let Him be your Councillor if you want to partake of His Redemption. 
Render allegiance to Him as your King, if you would enjoy all the grace of 
His priestly mediation and intercession. . 

There was also a thorough heartiness on the part of Zaccheus in receiv
ing Christ. He made a great feast for Him. He did not admit Him as 
one who intruded. It was not with cold civility, but with cordial hos
pitality that he greeted Him. I think I see the satisfaction that sparkled 
in his face ! I think I hear the salutation that leaped from his tongue
" Come in-come in, my gracious Lord ; never did my house entertain so 
welcome a guest as Thou art!" Would you receive Christ, you must 
throw the doors of your heart wide open ; then your eyes, your lips, every 
muscle of your ilody will express your earnestness .. Your whole spirit, 
soul and strength will be stirred to enthusiasm if you know His worth, and 
feel the honour He confers on you. .A man who findeth a treasure hid in 
a field will congratulate himself on his good fortune. A woman, when she 
embraceth her first-born child, will doat on him with exquisite fondness. 
Shall no strong emotions prove our sincerity when we receive the Lord of 
life and glory? 

And markyou, too, this Chief of the Publicans received Christ spiritually. 
His convictions were in keeping with his conduct. When he distributed 
his goods to the poor, and made a bold confession of his faith before his 
fellow men, there was proof positive that Christ had not only crossed the 
thresheld of Zaccheus's house, but had also penetrated the chambers of his 
heart. Ah, beloved ! it is useless to receive Christ nominally, profession
ally. ceremonially, or with rites and ceremonies, to do Him empty homage. 
By a sincere reception of Him who was sent of God, your nature, your dis
position, and your habits will be transformed from what they were, and 
conformed to what He is; and the change will be conspicuous, for if ye be 
in Christ and Christ be in you, all thjngs will become new. 

A prominent feature, however, so distinctly stated that it should not be 
carelessly overlooked was this, that he received Him joyfully. This was 
crowning evidence of the purity. of ·his motives, and the artlessness of his 
actions. In such mirth there could be no guile. Ask now, Why do not al. 
men thus reeeive Jesus Ghrist joyfully 'i How is it that some men reeei~, 
Him with such exuberant joy? In what ways' do those show thefr joy wh• 
have thus received the Master? . · 

I. WHY IS IT THAT ALL MEN DO NOT RECEIVE CHRIST JOYFULLY? This is 
our first question. They need Him, a!J.·of them. There is no difference 
in this respect. Whether Jews or Gentiles, they are all sold under sin. 
God has concluded the whole race of man in unbelief. He has shut them 
all up in condemnation. There is no escape from the universal doom 
except by the way of the Cross. Jesus Christ comes to save; comes with 
pardon in His hands, with messages of love, with tokens of favour; yet 
most ~en b~r the doors of their hearts against Him. There i~ no cry 
heard m then- souls-" Lift up your head, O ye gates! and be ye lifted up, 
ye everlastin~ doors, that the King of Glory may come. in!" Inste~ 
thereof, there 1s a sullen cry, " Come prejudice; come unbelief; come hard• 
ness _of heart; comE: love of sin; bar ye the doors and ba~ricade the gates 
Iest,1>erhaps, the King of Glory should force an.entrance!' Meu~t tke 
Saviour a~ they_would treat an invader "'.ho atta~ked the~ coun~~ ;' Th.ta .. 
seek to dnve Hllll away; they would fain be nd of Hun. Th<¼)' ca.uuol. 
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endure His presence. Nay, they can scarce endure, some of them, to boor_ 
about Him in the street. Why is this? The chief reason lies in the 
depravity of man's nature. You never know how bad man is till he comes 
in contact with the Cross. 

Although the crimes of savage, uncivilised men may appear to you far 
more heinous than any that ate committed in our favoured country where 
just laws are, for the most part, enacted, and opportunities of education 
generally enjoyed, yet the propensity to do that which is evil in the teeth 
of a knowledge· of that which is good, the subtlety of perverting truih in 
the clear light of latent revelation, the perfidiousness of that foul ingrati
tude which can betray the tenderest friendship, are never so painfully 
illustrated as:in view of the crucified. To despise the grace of Jesus, to 
reject the love of God, to conspire against the ambassador of peace, to take 
the inhuman, devilish counsel-" This is the· heir; let us kill him !"-this 
was the last offence of the wicked husbandmen in the parable. Nor does 
the parable exaggerate the treachery. For this is the greatest effence of 
human nature, when it says, in effect, "This is the Incarnate God, let us 
reject Him; this is the Word made flesh, let us traduce Him ; this is the 
Father's beloved Son-let us betray Him!" Oh, Human Nature, how 
blind must be th;iA!heart, how seared thy conscience, not to see the beauties 
of Christ'! Jlow base must thou be to despise the love and tenderness of 
.such a Saviofr ! . 

Were we to select secondary causes, however, which spring out of this 
deep-seated depravity, and discriminate between the various classes of 
offenders, we should say that many men r,;jeet Christ instead of reeei1ing 
Himjoyfully out of sheer ignorance. For this ignorance there is not much 
valid excuse. There are thousands of persons, even in this highly favoured, 
greatly enlightened country, who really do not know what the Gospel 
means. The knowledge of salvation is within their reach, but they p.ave 
no desire to acquaint themselves with this best of all the sciences. We are 
a.II sinners, they say; but they do not know what they mean. In the jargon 
of general confession they lose sight of their own personal transgressioll!I. 
The plan of salvation by a Substitute, which is the gist of the whole matter, 
never dawned on their understanding. They do not know the great truth 
that Jesus took our sins and suffered for us in our room, and in our stead, 
that justice I1¥ght l>e satisfied, that mercy might be lllagnified, and that we 
sinners might be liberated. Hence it comes to pass that whosoever trusteth 
inChristis saved. Being ignorant of this, they are still depending upon their 
own works merits and professions; or they are relying upon their baptism, their 
confirmation, or their identification with some ecclesiastical system by 
means of some outward ceremony, instead of understanding that salvation is 
by faith, a tlµng of the heart in the spirit, and not in the letter. This ignor
ance of the blessed Saviour prevents many from receiving Him joyfully. • So 
was it with the woman of Sa.map.a; hence the Saviour said to her-" If 
thou hadst known the gift of God and who it is that speaks to thee, thou 
wouldst have asked, and He would have given thee living water.'' Lest 
ye perish through lack of knowledge, brethren, do entreat the Lord so to 
guide you in the reading of Scripture, and in listening to the exposition: of 
Scripture that you may get a clear 11Uderstanding of the way of the Lord. 
" That the soul should he witho"ut knowledge is not good,'' for ignorance is 
the parent of many infatuations. 
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'.L'o refuse attention, to resist' evidence, to rebut exhortation, in the 
instance of full many exhibits a spirit of gross unbelief. They will not 
believe in Jesus; they will not acknowledge Him to be the Son of God; 
they will scarcely believe that the· man ever lived who had a right to the 
homage which His few disciples oITei·ed Him. The Atonement they look 
upon as an old wives' fable ; and they account the resurrection from the 

·dead as an idle dream. I will say but little of their excuse. They are 
not open to conviction. They live in darkness because they have barred 
eveq window of their soul against the light. The precious doctrine of 
ChriBt bears on its face the genuine stamp. .. Its authenticity is graven 
upon its very fore-front. Their stolid disputations cannot diminish its 
value or its virtue. They wrong themselves when they denounce or dis-
parage the truth as it is in Christ. . 

Others are actuated by a positive aversion to tlte Savi1J.Ur. They have no 
siniBter •reflections to cast on the story of His life, the purity of His 
manners, the holiness of His character, or the benevolence of His mission, 
but they do not desire to be saved from their sins; they ratl1er enjoy revel
ling, unrebuked and undisturbed, in the gratification of their own sensual 
prOiJensities: They do not want to be saved from drunkenness; they 

· would rather·go on with the drink. They do not wan*o be saved from 
the lusts of the flesh; they would sooner pamper its gross appetites. They 
do not want to be saved from pride or self-confidence; theJili'would rather 
indulge their towering ambition. They do not want, in fact, to have a 
divorce proclaimed between them and their sins; they would sooner 
discard the high obligations of the Divine law, and act upon tlie expedience 
of the life that now is, than forego a pursuit or a pleasure in hope of eternal 
life. Hence they cannot bear the name of Jesus ! they recoil from it, 
unable to conceal their antipathy. Religion is not merely insipid, it is 
positively nauseous to them. The singing of a hymn in the house would 
put thfm out of temper. Did their wife or their child mention the Cross 
of Christ, or faith in His precious blood, they would either sneer and 
ridicule with unseemly jest, or else their temper would boil over with 
malice and wrath. The Lord pluck that black heart out of thee, man! 
·The Lord give thee a new heart and a right spirit. Thou wilt have to 
bend or else to break. If thou wilt not turn, thou must burn. If thou dost 
not repent of this hatred of Christ now, thou wilt feel remo:~e enough for 
it hereafter. In the day when He cometh in the clouds of heaven·tojudge 
the ql).ich: and the dead, thou wilt seek in vain to elude His eye, or escape 
from His wrath. 

You will find that the reason for not receiving Christ in many others is 
the fact that they are worldly, a,nd eaten up with too many cares. A pitiful 
apology and very perilous ! Such paltry forgets will bring poignant regrets. 
Tbe•hour of death can do little to rectify the years of life mfaspent. Not 
then c.ii.n yo_u seek God, if you have never sought Him before. Oh, you are 
tlloken up with the farm and the merchandise, with your daily labours and 
diver~ions,_ your losses, Rnd your gains, heaping up, not knowing who 
shall mhent. These canker-worms eat. up your souls. ·would that men 
were not such fools as to be always providing for this poor tenement of 
the body, while they n~g~ect the precious jewels it enclo.B<'s-their immortal 
soul; occupied with trivial personalities, while reckless of their real estate. 
They are crying, "Buy, buy,'' ~ Vanity Failt, while theLoxd, of Ufo &ll/J.. 
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glory passeth by. Yet they heed not. Talk of the main chance, but they 
miss the wise choice. They sell gold for dross; they lose their souls and., 
get perdition. . 

Still more inexcusable "Illethinks are those who reject Christ, because 
they are taken up with the world's frivolities. Some people live in a whirl 
of faahion ·where repentance would be accounted vulgar. Not in sportive 
gaieties, but in pensive solitudes do penitence and contrition find room for 
exercise. Ridiculous as it may sound, some people are far too genteel 'to 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is fit company, in their esteem, f6.r 
publicans and sinners, bnt into their drawing-rooms were He~to enter He 
would s11on be expelled. They want Him not in the upper circle of the· 
haut:ton; neither would He be kindly received in the lower circles, among 
the frequenters of music-halls and dancing saloons. . Ah, no l as of old, so 
now: " There is no room for Him in the inn." The world is ready enough 
to welcome actor, singer, dancer, punster, any one who can amuse them; but 
as for Christ, who stands with bleeding hands, and cries, "Come unto Me 

. and.I will give you rest,'' they despise Him. They miss the soul of beauty 
for meretricious charms; they turn from the source of joy to indulge 
in giggling laughter- they spurn the real, and leap after the shadow; they 
forsake the overflo~ing fountain, and fly to the broken cisterns that 
can hold no water. ~ 

Ah, br~thren, this is a miserable spectacle. It is a dreary sight to see 
a sinner despising mercy, a drowning man rejecting the life-belt, a sick 
man declining the physician, a man entering the gates of death refusing 
life and immortality. Ob, sin, bow thou hast befooled men! How thou 
hast made them hate themselves, and act cruelly to their own souls. What 
suicides they commit! vVhat a sacrifice of their noblest nature l They go 
down to hell with a verdict of felo de 88. 0 Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself! Thou hast destroyed thyself!" They reject Him shamefully 
whoni they should have received joyfully. They carry out their own will, 
and they perish in their wilfulness. 

II. Why, we ask in the next place, do some men receive Him joyfully? 
The answer simply is because gratJe hris made them to d(ffer. Gracre has 
subdued their stubborn will, illuminated their darkened understanding, 
changed their depraved affections, and made their whole mind to judge of, 
things after a different lashion, Do not suppose that we who have received 
Christ, were naturally any batter disposed to Him than others. Oh, no! 
If, when the seed was sown, we were like the honest and good ground in , 
which it took root, there had been a previous tillage upon our hearts to 
make them ready, we should not have been found willing had it not bean 
the day of God's power. I think we all unite in saying-

1 

"'Twas the same Jove that spread the feast 
That kindly forced us in; 

Else we had: still refused to taste, 
And perished in our sin." 

As for the reasons and inducements which prompted us to receive Christ 
Joyfully, I may speak veiyplainly for myself. I received Christ because I co~d 
not help it. I was at my wits' ends. Methinks no man ever flees to Christ 
for r~uge, or seeks shelter in the port of Go11pel peace, until he•is quite 
eer.tai.rl. t.ba, .every other harbour is lilhat up •. We make Christ our Im 
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resource, our ternier resort. We try everything else-gi:-and resolu.tions to 
do good works, or to attend gorgeous ceremonies, trivial formalities or 
paltry superstitions; anything, the silliest conceit or the emptiest quackery. 
We go the round of folly before we discover the . path of wisdom. At 
length I must go to Christ, or else woe is unto me if I win Him 
not. Helpless and hopeless, in sheer_ distress we cry out~" Give 
me Christ or else I die.'' Henceforth He is not merely «mr choice, but 
a positive necessity to us to have Him as our hourly, daily and eternal portion. 
Oh, the strait unto which I was brought when I received Christ. It was 
Christ or death; salvation by Christ or damnation withaut Him. I received 
Him.because I could not help it. I had no alternative. How many of you 
are in the like dilemma? How many of you will fly to Him in similar 
destitution? Driven before the tempest, catching a glimpse of the light
house, you cry out-

" Jesu;lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy .bosom fly." 

Well may we receive Christ joyfully since He works such wonderful 
changes in us, and so beneficent. He cheJrs the grievous past. It waa 
all black and threatening with the memory of our provocations. He 
sprinkles His blood upon it, and now it becomes bright and beaming with 
mementoes of the loving kindnesses and tender mercies of the Lord. 
It illuminates the present. There was nought but gloom and blank despair 
till He shone as the light of life in o-gr dwelling. Then life and salvation 
dawn upon Ui't like the day-spring from on high. He disperses the clouds 
that hung over the future. The outlook was dark and threatening till 
Jesus came bright and glorious and discovered a hereafter. Beyond the 
black "river of death we now discern the gleaming of the spirit-land, and 
the place of meeting where we shall see His face. Thus, when Jesus 
comes into the heart. the three realms of 'the past, the present, and the 
future, all glow with light. When the sµn"rises, the.bills, and valleys, and 
rivers, above and beneath, are all sown with orient pearl. 

Right joyfully do we receive Christ because He comes into our hearts 
with such gracious ojfices. He came as a priest to put away sin; who could 
but be glad? He came as a king; who would not ~ceive such a monarch 
with sound of trumpets and flaunting of banners? He came to us as 
a· shepherd; shall not the flock of His pasture be glad of the sight of Him ? 
He came as a dear and tender friend; does not His sweet sympathy excite 
any joy? Think, too, of the yet more endearing relationship in which He 
came. He came as a husband, and our souls are married unto Him. 
Blessed bridegroom ! Thou adorable Saviour ! Thou hast engrossed our 
hear.t and won O\lr love. Does not the bride rejoice when the h~sband 
comes home? Is there not gladness in her heart when the nuptial day 
approac~es '? Oh! well, well might we welcome Christ when He comes 
dressed rn such robes and wearing such offices as these ! When He came 
He came with such wondrous blessings, pardon and peace, justification 
and acceptance, sanctification and honour, wisdom and righteousness, all 
these; and now He p1:oclaims Himself to be our protector; His ~aths drop 
fatness; He maketh nch and addeth no sorrow; such as find Him find in 
Rim such wealth of goodness-deep, mysterio:us, unknown-as far exceeds 
all earthly pleasure, all worldly fortune./ Surely on the· 1owest ground we 

• 
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might afford Him the loftiest welcome. Even churlish Laban received 
Eliezer with courtesy when he saw the presents he brought-the bracelets, 
and the earrings, and the jewels, and should not we receive Jesus when we 
mark those costly gifts in His hand, the purchase of His own blood, which 
He freely gives to those who receive him? 

.And shall we not receive Him joyfnlly because He ccmes in such a blessed 
spirit. He upbraideth not. He was all gentleness, meekness, grace, when 
here below; though of Divine/edigree, the only-begotten of the Father 
full of grace and truth. Shoul we not then receive Him with sound of 
the trumpet, with the psalter and harp, yea, and with joy of heart unspeak
able? Let me add;that the better we know Him the more joyfully we 
should receive Him for His own sake. Oh! I could stand here and weep 

,.to think that I do not speak better of my Lord and Master. Truly I know 
more of His grace and goodness than I should ever be able to tell. I trust 
you can say . the same. It is one thing to know the sweetness of His 
savour, and quite another thing to have to tell that savour to others. There 

· is no exaggeration in the language of the spouse when she says, " Yea, He 
is altogether lovely." Such as r-eceive Him with their hearts will find that 
the most rapturous expressions that saints have ever used do not exceed, 
but fall infinitely short of the delight, the heavenly joys which He brings 
into the soul. If one might choose a heaven upon earth, it would be to 
rest for ever in quiet meditation upon the beauties of His person, the per
fection of His character, the power of His blood, the prevalence of His ·. 
plea, the glory of His resurrection, the majesty of Hi'il Second Advent. 
Everything a.bout Christ is delightful. There is nqt a truth He ever teaches 
but is fragrant with choice perfume. There is not a. . word He utters but 
smelleth of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces from 
which He came. If you have not received Christ, my dear hearer, you 
have missed the brightest feature of Divine revelation. For a foreigner to 
visit England and never see the metropolis of London; for a man to have 
lived in the world without ever seeing the sun; for ane to have beheld 
taQles spread with the most sumptuous provisions, but never to have tasted 
any of them-in any such case there would be little cause for .congratula
tion. So you do not know what life .is; you are dead to all its charms; 
you do not know what light is; yoa have only dwelt in the shade or in 
the twilight at the best if you have not- beheld the Saviour, entertained 
Him, and tasted that He is gracious.: You have missed the cream. You 

·· have been stopping outside in the farm-yard. feeding with the swine. You 
do not know what the fatted calf is, upon which the child!en feed at the 
Father's table. You have been a dog, satisfied with the bones, not knowing 
the fafness and the marrow of true life. But the Christian, dear friends, 
finds Christ to be so inconceivably precious, such a fountain of delight, 
such a river of mercy, that when -he receives Him he receives Him joy
fully, and the longer he knows Him, the more joyful he is to think that he 
ever received Him at all. . 

III. And now, lastly, such being the reasons why some receive Christ 
joyfully, let us ask-How DO THEY SHOW lT? IN WHAT WAYS AND BY WHAT 

MEANS DO THEY EXPRESS THEIR JOY? 

I have known some who have taken very strange ways of showing 
their joy. They have peen inclined to stand up and shout iu the very 
place where they found the Saviour, while others could only sit still and_ 
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wa.ter the :floor with their tears, feeling as·if for the next_ week or two they 
did not want to look anybody in the fa.ce, but just in solemn silence of the 
mind to revel in the company of their adorable Lord. We do not wonder 
that some people show a little strange enthusiasm when they first come to 
know Christ. It is no marvel. When a man has been in prison for months 
he may well be a little demonstrative in his joy on obtaining his liberty; so 
when a soul has been- under the burden of sin, and bound with its galling 
chain, he mli,y well leap, as Bunyan tells us his pilgrim did, when the 
burden was loosed off him and rolled away. 

Yet there are other and better ways of expressing satisfaction 11.nd plea
sure than these which have much of the flesh, much of the natural dis

. position about them. Though not to be condemned, still they are not to be 
commended. A be,tter way of showing that you. have received Christ 
ioyfully is by turning His enemies out. When you receive Christ in at the 

' front door, you must not keep tl10 devil in the back parlour. Every sin 
must be ejected when the Great King takes up His residence in your heart. 
The thorough cleansing of your house from every defilement is the smallest 
tribute we can expect you pay in deference to your royal guest. The soul 
that receives Christ joyfully sighs and groans because it cannot make, as it 
would, a clean sweep of its sin. I know you do not love Christ, if you cling 
to yo11r sins; if you love Christ heartily, you will put away your 
iniquities-

" The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate'er that idol be; 

Jlelp. me to tear it from its throne, 
And worship only thee." 

And . when you do receive Christ joyfully, you will be eager to obey Hi:s 
instN1ctions. Like Zaccheus, you will ask, '' Lord, what wouldst th@ 
have me to do?" Christ was going -to Zaccheus's house; and you know 
what people say when they have a guest they are anxious to please. They . 
entreat him thus,_'' Now, just do as you like; consider yourself at home; 
whatever you wMt, ask for; only tell us what we can do to make you 
happy,. and we shall be glad to do it.'' This is how every cheerful holy 
soul dealeth with Christ. He says, "Lord, tell us what Thou wouldest 
have me to do; only let me know Thy will; tell me by Thy ,vord, by Thy 
minister, by thy Holy Spirit; work in my own heart personally; teach411e 
Thy way, and oh! my God, my heart shall be glad to conform to Thy 
wishes.'' Have you all done this? Have you been obedient to all the 
89:viour'l!I commands, or have you sought to observe them? If you have, 
this should be an evidence of your receiving Him joyfully. · 
.. ~o.ther proof of our joy in receiving Christ is receivi11g His people. 
This, m more ways than one, He has made the test of attachment to _Him
self. " Love one another.'' " Feed My lambs.'' "If ye have done it 
nnto·one ?f the lea.t of My brethren ye have done it unto Me.'.' Just as 
Laban said when he took in Eliezer-~' There is room for thee, and room 
for tp.e camels;" so let. there be room in our hearts for Jesus. There will 
be room for some of these poor troubled ones, these burdened_ saints. They 
may not al way~ be _pleasant company, but we shllll- be willing to receive 
them, and to JOlll with tl1em, because of their Master. Now, dear friend 
if ;you are a Christian, and have received C)uist, unite yourselves with~ 
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people ; make a profession of your fa1th ; llOme out and join the people of 
God, and do not be ashamed with them to suffer the reproach of Christ. 

And if you have received Christ joyfully you will lo11e His eross. I mean 
not only the cross which He had to carry, ·but the cross which you now 
have to carry for Him. You will count it a great privilege to suffer 
reproach for His sake. You will love the cross. "No cross no crown,'' 
is an ancient motto; but it is just as true to-day as it was a thousand years 
ago. The faith that Moses illustrated you will follow, counting the reproach 
of Christ to be greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. If yon ree:_eive 
the Master in good part, you will say, '," Come in, my Master; come in, and 
bring Thy crnss, too, and I will bear it cheerfully, for Thy sake.'' 

Moreover, you will prove the grateful welcome you give Him 
by wishing that other people may receiiie Him joyfully too. I cannot 
believe thou knowest my Master if thou dost not wish to make Him known. 
Vv ere you cured of some sad disease, and met with a sufferer as bad as you 
once were, your tongue would be quick to tell him of the medicine that can 
cure him. And, surely, if you have been saved from the damning power of 
sin by Christ, you will want to be telling it fo the sons of men that there is 
balm in Gilead, alid that there is a physician there. Perhaps you cannot 
preach. Possibly not half-a-dozen people might be edified were you to 
try. But yo11 can talk to-a neighbour. Yon can speak _with your children. 
I was pleased to-day in reading the life of John Wesley's mother to notice·. 
how she set apart Monday to speak to one of her daughters; Tuesday to 
speak to another; Wednesday to speak, as she says, " to Jack," meaning 
John Wesley, and Thursday to speak to Charles, so that they each had 
a day, and there was an hour each day given to speak to each child about 
the affairs of the soul. That is the way to win the children for God. De
pend upon it, reader, the blessing of God, the Holy Spirit, if we experi
mentally know the joy of religion oursekes, will be the means of .much 
good to others, if we make it a point to " tell to sinners round what a dear 
Saviour we have found.'' 

May the Lord, in His mercy, call you as He called Zac<:heus. May 
many of you receive Him joyfully as Zaccheus did. Seek Him, and He 
shall be found of you. Trust Him; He will not deceive you. Cast your 
soul upon Him; He will be as good as His Worcl. Mark His promise
,, Him that cometh unto Me I will in nowise cast out." Faithful is He 
th~t gives you this grateful encouragement. Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ no,v, and through countless ages yo11 will look back upon this fleet;. 
ing hour with joy unspeakable, perennial,~with gratitude that etermy 
.cannot exhaust. .Amen. 
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ON PREACHERS AND 

PREACHING. 

BY JABEZ BURNS, D.D., LL.D, 

No. 2.-NEW TESTAMENT PREACHERS
THE BAPTIST AND THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIS],:. 

JolIN THE l3APTIST was the preach
ing forerunner of the Saviour, the 
herald and harbinger of the Lords 

-anointed. To him most'directtesti
mony had been given by the pro
phets faa. x. 1. 3, and also Mal. iii.1, 
some four hundred years before his 
appearance. He was the Elias of 
the new dispensation, and came to 
arouse the apostate house of Israel 
to a sense of their wretched condi
tion, and to signal the coming · of 
their King and Saviour. His theme 
was repentance; his powerful motive 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Like the venerable prophet of old, 
his appearance was singularly rustic 
and austere. His camel's hair rai- · 
ment; his leathern girdle ; his home 
fare, locusts and wild honey; the 
circuit of his ministry; the wilder
n·ess of Judea. 'His earnest cry, 
" Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make His path~ straight." 

A religions revival was the result 
of his la,bours. Out of Jerusalem, and 
all Judea, and all the regions round 
about, the people flocked around 
him and listened to the solemn 
peremptory claim of the Almighty. 
While the masses listened, and many 
turned to the Lord, even the elite 
were attracted, and Herod became 
a hearer and admirer of this stern 
preacher of the wilderness. Intense 

' fervclur, deep-toned serious energy, 
constant and persistent appeals,'nn
qnestioning fidelity distinguished 
John as a preacher, a1;(1 th~n. he 
publicly demanded of his believmg 

disciples an open profession of their 
penitence and faith by baptism in 
the waters of the Jordan. 

To him, also, it was given to testify 
to Christ's Messiahship, to proclaim 
Him as the Lamb of God, and also 
to baptise Him as the great sign of 
His inauguration as the Christ and 
well-beloved Son of God. John's 
ministry was short, and by his un
compromising faithfulness and re
proof of the King, he became the 
object of womanly hatred and malig
nity, and sealed and ended his work 
with the blood of martyrdom. How 
great and honoured he was, Jesus 
clearly expressed, when He said, 
'' A greater than John the Ilaptist 
had not been born of woman.'' In
deed he was a burning and shining 
light, and he turned many to righte
ousness. 

The Great and Divine Teacher 
and Preacher of righteousness, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, would require 
a volume to show forth the especial 
features of His ministry. In many 
things He was unlike the Baptist. 
His costume was that of the labour
ing class, and He ate and drank as 
did those of the peasantry to which 
He belonged. With His parents He 
lived and toiled to mature manhood. 
The precise course of life up to His 
thirtieth year is not recorded; how 
much was given to devotion, to a 
study of the law and Jewish litera
ture, is not stated. That He was 
familiar with the law, the psalms, 
.and the prophets is Jllost evident. 
That He knew the Wl'itings of the 
Rabbins,. and was intimate with 
their proverbs and sayings, is incon
testable. Ilut His speciality was the 
anointing of the Holy Ghost in all 
its plenitude, for the Divine Spirit 
was,,..not given to Him by measure, 
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but filled him with all its treasures 
of wisdom and. knowledge. He dif
fered from all others in the express 
likeness. of His Heavenly Father, 
and being in Himself the brightness 
or shining effulgenc!3 of His uncreated 
glory .. His ministry had been fully 
41.nd distifictly predicted by Isaiah, 
the prophet, and He took the pre
-diction and read it from the roll, in 
the synagogue at Nazareth. " And 
He came to Nazareth, where He had 
been brought up: and, as His custom 
was, He went into the synagogue on 
·the Sabbath-day, and stood up for 
to read. And there was delivered 
unto Him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when He had opened the 
book He found the place where it was 

-written, the Spirit of the Lord is 
upon Me, because He hath anointed 
Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; 
-He hath sent Me to heal the broken 
hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised. To preach the accept
.able year of the Lord. And He 
closed the book, and He gave it again 
to the minister and sat down. And 
the eyes of all them that were in the 
synagogue were fastened on Him. 
And He began to say unto them, 
this day is this Scripture fulfilled 
in your ears. And all bare Him 
witness and wondered at the 
gracious words which proceeded 
-out of His mouth, and they said, 
Is not this Joseph's son?" (Luke 
iv. 16-22.) 

The exercise (lf this ministry now 
became His daily life work. The 
substance of His discourses are 
given by the evangelist historians, 
and these records we possess. His 
longest consecutive sermon was 
delivered on the Mount, and 
wherein He specified the charac
ters · who were truly blessed or 
ha~py. The three chapters in 
which this se1mon is recorded con-

tain a volume of theology, and of' 
spiritual, experimental, and practical 
religion. He raises th9 standard of 
morals from the outward letter to the 
inward spirit; from the external life 
to the emotions and desires of the 
heart. The purpose of His life and 
work, He distinctly avers; the abid
ing characters of Hii kingdom He 
maintains ; the supremacy of love and 
mercy He distinctly affirms. He 
condemnsallreligiousself-esteem,all 
human merit, all parade and osten
tation, all mere visible piety·and out
ward Mts of worship. He gives a 
summary of true prayer, both in its 
spirit and outward clothing. He in
culcates unwavering trust in Divine 
Providence, and absolute freedom 
from carking care and distressing 
anxiety. Simplicityofspee~h. holi
ness of heart, and righteousness of 
life, He represents, as essential 
evidences of acceptable piety. ,He 
substitutes practical fruits for mere 
processes of religious reasonings, 
and concludes by showing that true 
wii.dom is to build on the immut
able Rock, and not on the move
able sand-bed, where the stream 
and the rain, and the tempest, 
would involve the foolish builder 
in certain irretrievable ruin. The 
appeals of Christ were made directly 
to the hearts and consciences of the 
multitudes that heard Him. His 
discourses were most manifestly 
adapted to the condition and cir
stances of His hearers, and His 
similes were drawn from every-day 
life, and could not be misunder
stood. 

To fishermen He spoke of the 
Gospel net, and its enclosure of dif
ferent kinds of fish. To the house
wife He talked about leaven and 
meal, and sweeping the house to 
find the lost piece of silver. T.o 
husbandmen about farms and trees, 
and sowing, and reaping, and sheep, 
.and goats. To merchants about 
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l)earls and riches, and buying, 
and selling, and exchanging. To 
others He spoke of the new king• 
dom of heaven, and righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
To Nicodemus He spoke of the in
ward renewal of the soul,, and the 
new birth into the spiritual king
dom of God. .And so all classes 
w~re taught and instructed, and the 
common people heard Him gladly. 

Grace was poured into His lips, 
and His ministry was one of deep 
tenderness. J3ut especially true 
faithfulness was the girdle of His 
loins, and hence He delivered those 
scathing rebukes and anathemas on 
the Scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 
xxiii.). His denunciations of hypo
crisy were loud and fearful ; His 
exhortations, warnings, appeals, ex
postulations, were most searching 
and effective. By the constant use 
of parables and proverbs He brought 
down the sublimest truths, and 
profoundest mysteries to the capa
cities of the most illiterate of the 
people, and He concluded His 
ministry with weeping over the in
corrigible Jerusalem. His converts 
were not numerous ; His real open 
disciples comparatively few. His 
complaint had. been prophetically 
anticipated, " Who hath believed 
our report, and to whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed." (Isa. liii. 1.) 

Many of His own relatives did 
not believe in Him. His own na
tion rejected Him, despised His 
message, and set Him at nonght, 
and put Him to an ignominious 
death. As the Head of the pro
phets and preachers He sealed His 
ministry with the blood of martyr
dom, and died, prayinc, for the dis
believers, who would n~t accept the 
Gospel of His kingdom. No man 
ever spake as He did, and no other 
preacher ever had a mission so 
glorious and sublime, The Apo-stles 
ware taught by His heavenly lips, 

and had some three yea'l's study in 
His Divine college. They never 
could forget His wondrous utter
ances, and the marvellous signs by 
which His doctrines were confirmed. 
Jesus surely in all His imitable 
qualities is to be the first and chief 
in the daily studies and labours of 
those called to preach the Gospel 
of His salvation to mankind. From 
Him we are to obtaiu our true in
spiration, and at His feet only can 
we distinctly understand the myste
ries of His heavenly kingdom. To 
feel as Jesus did, and to give loving 
utterances to those emotions will 
impart to us that true pathos which 
must find a way under the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit to the hearts of 
our hearers. Then Christ will speak 
by us, and will convey through 
earthen vessels the unsearchable 
riches of His grace. To be Christ
like in our spirit, and in our mini
stration of His Word, is the highest 
attainment we can possibly hope to 
realize, and we should not be 
satisfied with aiming at a lower 
standard than this. 

" This is my beloved Son, 
Hear Him," tho Father criee, 

The soul that tramples on His graoo. 
In guilt and darkness dies. 

Grace is poured into His lips, 
The full anointing's given, 

Clothed with all majesty He comes, 
The Lord of earth and heaven. 

!Iow rich His messages of lovo, 
How tender to the poor ; 

His heavenly kingdom He sots up, 
And opens wide the door. 

Tho lame, the deaf, the leprous too, 
A hearty welcome find, 

The soul, however stain'd witli. sin, 
The vilest of mankind. 

Whoever comes in faith,. He cries, 
I will not turn away, 

Jesus the trn th, the light, the life,. 
., To ,God, the only Wlly. . 
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Thie J e11u.il we still preach to Ill.I, 
His :finish'd work proclaim, 

.A.nd cry aloud with earnest zeal, 
. "Behold, behold the·Li.mb !" 

PREPARED PLACE AND 
PREPARED PEOPLE. 

BY REV. T. R. STEVENSON. 

"·I go to prepare a I)lilce for you.-J OHN xiv. 2. 

Wao so consolatory as Christ? 
A Man of sorrows, He felt for all 
men of sorrows. How tenderly He . 
comforts His sorrowing disciples. 
The verse from which the above 
words are taken is a fine illustration 
of this. He cheers them by referring 
to heaven. Mark His brief but 
beautiful description of it. It is 
a home: "My Father's· house." It 
is a- secure home : a " house," not a 
frail tent. It is a large home : 
'' many mansions" are in it ; there 
is ample room for a great family. 
It is a certain home : •• if it were 
not so, I would have told you." 
Jesus was too honest to deceive; too 
well-informed to be deceived. It is 
a prepared home : •• I go to prepare 
a place for you." 

Who so condescending as Christ? 
His humility equals His sympathy. 
Marvellous are the words before us. 
As it has been remarked by an acute 
writer, our Lord here reverses the 
ordinary course of thing~. Usually 
the servant prepafeS for the master, 
but lo ! in this case the Master pre
pares for the servant. Before you 
retire to rest, your servant prepares 
your bed and sleeping apartment. 
Before you rise, your servant pre
pares your breakfast and breaktast
room. Before you dine, your ser
vant prepares your mid-day repast. 
But in the text we find the great 
Lord and Master saying, "I prepare 
fo:r:: you "-and oh what a ''you·'' 
"f, ' ' · or you,'' "unprofitable servants 
after '8.IL" 

This well-known sentence brings 
before us a prepared place foni. pre
pared people. Look at each. As 
regards the former: How does Jesus 
prepare heavenforus? Some answer 
"By His intercessory, mediatorial 
work." Now, that He has gone" ta, 
appear in the presence of God for 
us '' is a glorious fact. We question, 
however, _whether it is the idea of 
the text. By His intercession our 
Lord procures and secures rather 
than prepares·• a place." The ques
tion, therefore, returns, in what wa,y 
does Christ make the other world 
ready for us? The reply .is easy. 
My brethren, we may be utterly 
~ure th~t He do~s.i.t thus: by making 
it precisely smted to our varied 
wants. The present may be taken 
as a prophecy of the future. And 
what see we now? Why, a world 
exquisitely adapted to its inhabi
tants. Everywhexe Nature shows 
that when constructed our Maker 
prepared a place for us just fitted to 
our needs. Only let sin be removed 
from it and we cannot wish a more 
glorious world. Man is the solitary 
discordant note in Creation's mag
nificent music. ·when the earth was 
completed the triune God pronounced 
it" very good:" verily the trinity of 
human life, namely, reason, con
science, and experience, also declare 
it "very good." , 

Here our bodily, mental, social, 
spiritual requirements are met, 1.1,lld 
met generously: so shall it be there. 
The other world will be adapted to 
our physical nature. All places are 
not. Science shows that human 
life is impossible in some planets. 
In certain of them there is no atmo
sphere, for , example. We need, 
theref~re, a_ place prepared for us 
as bodily berngs. It will be adapted 
to our intellectual nature. ,ve shall 
possess a clearer, 

1
deeper insight 

into the Creator's character and 
· or~on. " Hidden ma.nna," tru.ta 
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not yel }lOSSessed by 11.8, will form 
part of ou.r·heavenly bliss. What 
high, hallowed delight will be ours 

· as we see many a:mystery of nature 
and providential perplexity removed! 
Surely, we shall be always learning. 
We shall retain the position of dis
ciples for ever. Heaven will · be 
adapted to our social nature. We 
would, venture to call in question 
sundry and divers assertions here
upon. · Do ngt some. good folk go 
rather too far ? May they not fairly 

· be charged with exceeding the state
ments· of Scripture and deductions 
of reasoR ? To wit: " In heaven we part no more," says the beautiful 
and familiar-child-hymµ. Who says 
so ? How do we know ? It is too 
sweeping a statement. Nothing 
seems to us more improbable than. 
that the millions of the redeemed 
will never lose sight of each other. 
Why, the thing has but to be put in 
plain prose in order to show its 
absurdity. It cannot be that in the 
better state we shall be for ever con
fined to one spot. Doubtless for 
seasons we shall separate; but it 
will be a separation certain of re
union following it. The hymn just 
.named reminds us that " here we 
meet to part again;'' and may we not 
truly say of heaven, not" we part no 
more," but" there we part to meet 
again?" Yes, there will be blessed, 
high, social pleasure. Every sainted 
friend, or relation, or brother be
liever who goes yonder makes it 
a more attractive place,and so helps 
to "prepare" it for us. 

But is this all? Shall we st.op 
here ? God forbid. .Hitherto we 
have but skirted the mere circum
ference of our theme .. : We have, 
so to· speak, only touched the border 
of its beautiful raiment. The main 
grand attraction of heaven remain~ · 
to be told. G_krist is tlte great 
preparation of k''eaven. But..fo_r His 

. ptesence there, all else w'ere · lllBuf-

ficient. It would not suffice that 
physical, mental, and · social wants 
were liberally met, if He were not 
there. A Negro boy lay dying. 
His friend, the missionary, sat by. 
'' I am going to heaven, and shall 
soon be with Jesus," said the young 
disciple. '' But what would you do 
if Jesus were to leave heaven?" "I 
would fi>llow Him as fast as I could." 
" But suppo~ing He went to the bad 
place, then '1.ow would you act?" 
" Ah, massa,. there can be no hell 
where Christ is." · Well said! No 
better theology than that can be 
imagined. Christ's absence is per
dition ; His presence is paradise. 
" I go, and by My very _going pre
pare a place for you." "Where I 

• am, there shall ye be also." "Where. 
I am, there shall My servants be." 
" Fa_ther, I will that thqse whom 
Thou hast given l!e be with Me 
where I am.'' The Apostles echoed 
the sentiment. " To be with Christ " 
was Paul's c"o,iception of heaven. 
"Absent from the body, present 
with the Lord," such was their notion 
of future glory. May we b.orrow an 
illustration from ancient story ? 
When Cyrus took the King of 
Armenia and his son Tigranes, with 
their wives and children, prisoners, 
and, upon their humble submissio~ 
gave them their lives and their 
liberty, they hasten.ed hoD;le again. 
On their journey much was said in 
commendation of the great Persian 
monarch. One praised his person, 
another his palace, a third his mercy, 
a fourth his victories. At length, 
surprised at her. silence, Tigraµes. 
asked his wife, " What thinkest. 
thou of Cyrus ? Is he nqt a comely 
man, and- of majestic presence?'' 
"Truly, I kriow riot what manne.r of _ 

-man he is;" she answered. "Why,. 
where were thine.eyes all the while? . 
Upon whom did they loo]i:? '' "-I 
fixed my eyes," said she, " all the. 
w!µJ.e upon him [meaning 'her h11a:-
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band] who, in my hearing, offerlld 
to Cyrus to lay down his life for my 
ransom." In like manner, our 
attention in b:!laven will not be fixed 
so much upon the place itself and 
its glorions;inhabitants as upon Him 
who "gave His life a_ ransom for 
us." Why did Peter wish to stay 
on the · Mount of Transfiguration ? 
Was it because it was such a mag
nificent hill? Was it because the 
locality wis.so grand? By no means. 
He longed to abide. there because 
there he beheld his glorified Saviour. 
And the. New Jerusalem will be 
attractive to us for the same reason. 
'' We shall see Him as He is." 
" His servants shall see His face.'' 
"I shall behold Thy face in right
eousness." " So shall we ever be 
with the Lord." 

There is an Old Testament Scrip
ture which to many a reader has 
been a difficulty. Haggai says: 
" The glory of this latter house 
shall be greater than the former." 
Strange does that prediction appear, 
and for the obvious reason that the 
" latter " temple was smaller and 
hiferior to the "former one." Indeed, 
it was a source of great grief to the 
Hebrew people that, impoverished 
by captivity, they could not afford 
a- better" house." In what respe_ct, 
then, wa&. the glory of the latter 
house greater ? Another prophecy 
shall reply : " The Lord whom· ye 
seek shall come suddenly to His 
temple." There is the explanati_on. 
'rhe Lord Jesus visited the " latter 
house," taught, worked miracles, 
blessed men. In the old sanctuary 
were the types, in the new the .Anti
type. Tp.ere were the pot of manna, 
the oblations, and the- priests : here 
was'' the living manna,'' the world's 
sacrifice, and the great High Priest. 
On this accouD,t _ the recen,t temple 
was_ indeed the more glorious of the 
twll,lll. .As much may be said of the 
upper sanctuary : " The glory ofthis · 

la.tter house shl¾ll be greater" than 
that of any before. Here and now 
we see and feel something of Christ : _ 
yonder we shall know Him far better,: 
realise more completely His presence, 
and find in that " presence fulness 
of joy.''' 

A few words now touching the 
prepared people. " I go to prepare · 
a place "-for whom? Anybody? 
The world at large? Unbelievers? 
No. "For you,'_' My disciples. 
There is a twofold preparation going 
on : one in heaven, the other on 
earth ; the first as regards locality, 
the ·,second as regards character._ 
Science teaches us, as a. living 
author has shown, that each of the 
three kingdoms of nature prefigures 
.or foretells the ne-;t and higher one. 
As regards the mineral kingdom,
Do not magnified snow-flakes re
semble flowers? Does not the frost~ 
work on a pane of glass remind:on~: 
of ferns and mosses ? As regar,ds: 
the vegetable kingdom-Does iµ>t: 
the trunk of a tree prefigure the. 
body of an animal, the sap syinbolls-: 
ing the blood, and the leaves t}1e; 
lungs? There are plants whos,e~ 
eyes close at night, as the eys shut.$. 
up in sleep; there are others t,hiLt, 
actually entrap insects, Some leay:es, 
are like the scales of fishes, ..and'. _, 
others call to mind the hair arid the · 
for of animals. Thorns and thistles: 
are like teeth and talons. - As re-
gards the animal king<iom-:spiders. 
weave, ,birds sing, beave_rs -build; 

, and are not these also human occu.: 
pations? Nay, do not_we, ,doef nof 
the very Bible spe,a}{ of inen as 
being like sheep, foxes,:dogs, wolves, -
serpents, and doves?, :Now, as each_ 
of the kingdom:;1 thus preqicts and' 
forestalls a higher,, so our spiritual ,.. 
condition -is, preparatory to the, ' 
heavenly state . .-whom Hejusti0

, 

fies ;'' there is th!l prepared person; 
•• them He also glorifies'' ~ a pr1;!• 
pared place. Tq_ lov.~ _ Chr1St and.; 
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imbibe His temper,.live out, in our 
narrow sphere, His greatlife-enjoy 
His love; this is the qualification 
for the prepared place. We are 

, made '' kings and priests unto God" 
-kings for the heavenly kingdom, 
priests for the heavenly temple. 

· How happy should tlie believer be! 
Is Christ gone to prepare a place 

for us? Blessed are we. The pre
paration which a man makes will, 
of course, be according to his means. 
It will, must be regulated by his 
capacity. If a poor person says, 
"I prepare a place," it will not 
mean much, for the palpable reason 
that his resources are so limited. 
But suppose a millionaire, who is 
devoted to his own son, says, " I 
prepare a place for you; I will build 
and furnish a home for you;'' what 
a place will that be ! Apply this to 
the speaker of the text ; " I go ; I 
prepare," and the silver and the 
gold are mine; " the cattle on a 
thousand hills are mine ;" yea, "all 
souls are mine.'' "What a glorious 
home must that be whose architect 
is infinite Love, and whose builder 
is boundless Power? ·well, re
ma,rks one, Jesus Christ says: "I 
have made worlds, stars, planets, 
comets ; I have sent forth the light
ning, and uttered the thunder; now 
_I am going to do My .greatest deed 
of all. I am going to get ready a 
place for those whom I have bought 
with My blood, and glorified by My 
Spirit." Let us, then, my brothers, 
be joyful. Ours is a great heritage. 
" 1'he pleasures of sin for a season'' 
are nothing compared with " the 
pleasures of hope " in reference to 
heaven. Dr. George :MacDonald 
puts it impressively : "Thi. one who 
hqs the foril\er is like a burglar 
tossing off a goblet of wine while he 
feels an arresting hand on his 
shoulder; the other is as cheerful 
as a child expecting a. feast, .which 
he knows is only delayed because it 

is to be spread out in the best room 
of his father's house," 

ne comforted, then, by the-assur
ance of a great future. Is your 
house a "place" of poverty, or a. 
''place" of sickness, or a "·place" 
of care and trial? Lookonwards ! 
By-aud-bye you shall have a "place 
prepared for you," free from all 
these troubles, 

A poor but pious woma.n called 
upon two elegant young ladies, who, 
regardless of her poverty, invited 
her to sit down with them in the 
drawing-room, and entered into con
versation with her on religious sub
jects. While thus employed, their 
brother, a godless young man, by 
chance entered, and appeared
astonished to see his sisters thus 
engaged. One of them exclaimed, 
"Brother, don't be surprised; this 
is a. King's daughter, though she 
has not yet put on her fine clothes.'' 
Soon we shall be " clothed upon " 
with a robs of perfect purity in a 
world of perfect bliss. 

How disi'nterested is Christ ! 
He never seems to think of Him

self. It is others He remembers, 
"For you "-that was the watch
word of His whole eourse. Does 
He work miracles·? " That ye may 
know that the Son of Man bath 
power on earth to forgive sin, He 
saith to the sick of the palsy, Rise 
and walk.'' Does He die ? " This 
is l\fy body that is broken for you." 
Does He arise? •· He arose for our 
justification.'' Does He now live? 
"He ever liveth to make interces
sion for ur.'' "For you-for you;" 
that is His aim and effort always. 
"All things are yours.'' 

How much we owe to Cl.rist ! . 
Rome was so called because 

Romulus founded it; Philippi, in 
honour of Philip of Macedon-; St. 
Peters burg, on account of its original 
builder, Peter the ·Great. Heaven 
is founded,_and furnished by Chrisi. 
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Its heirs are made ready for it by 
Him. Whether we look at the 
place or the people, one confession 
must be made: " This is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eves.'' Jesus deserves all honour, 
for He bestows all blessings. But 
for Him we should have had neither 
hea.ven, nor the holiness qualifying 
for its enjoyment. 

A \ouching incident once occurred 
in Paris. A lady who had gone to 
see the Exhibition, which was held 
some years. ago, sickened and drew 
nigh her end. One day, with feeble 
voice, she said to her attendant 
friends, '' Bring--" So weak was 
she that she could not utter another 
word. vVhat did she want? Fruit 
was brought She shook her 
head, and again said, '' Bring--" 
Flowers wette placed on the table. 
No; it was not flowers she wanted. 
Making a great effort, she managed 
to exclaim, "Bring. forth the royal. 
diadem, and crown Him Lord of· 
all." Such should be our cry. '\Ve 
ought to place the diadem of honour 
upon Christ's head. All the praise 
belongs to Him. "Not unto us-

THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

BY SCRUTATOR, 

CHAPTER II.-77ie Minister's In-
come. 

GRUMBLETOWN was a fairly built 
town, containing thirteen thousand 
inhabitants, exclusive of its suburbs. 
It boasted of a. few cloth-mills, a 
fine open market-place, a large 
foundry, and a few coal pits-the 
latter lying chiefly in the vicinity. 
On one day in the week generally, 
and. on suudry days in the year 
particularly, a. large market was 

not unto us; but unto Thy name be 
all the glory." 

Sinner, what think · you of the 
future? The promise of the text is 
not yours. Solemn thought: there 
is no place at all preparing for you. 
Heaven is not; it is only for those 
who serve Christ. Hell is "pre
pared for the devil and his angels." 
Seek pardon. · Turn to the Lord. 
Be converted, and then yours will 
be the ''rest that remaineth for the 
people of God." Oh, blessed Re-
4eemer ! still fit us for Thy pre
sence, and still " prepare a place '' 
for Thy servants. 

"Let me be with Thee where Thou art, 
My Saviour, my eternal rest; 
Then only will this longing heart 
Be fully and for ever blest ! 

"Let me be with Thee where Thou art, 
Thine unveiled glory to behold; 
Then only will this wandering heart 
Cease to be treacherous, faithless, 

cold. 

" Let me bo with Thee where Thou art, 
Where none can die, and none remove; 
Thero neither life nor de:ith will part 
My spirit from Thy perfect love." 

held, when the agricultural interest 
1 showed up in full force, and the air 

resounded with the cries of pent-up 
cattle, itinerant dealers, and. stall 
keepers of all conceivable varieties. 
Thus, partly supported by the 
manufacturing interest, and partly 
by the agricultural, the town was 
reputed to be wealthy, and as the 
population increased yearly the as
smnption could hardly be disputed. 
The Baptist Chapel was situated in 
a rather low but central part.of_ the 
town. It had been raised chiefly 
through the efforts of a few poor 
people who had, by 4int of great 
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perseverance, begged and borrowed 
the sum of £500 wherewith to erect 
· the edifice. This occurred imme
diately after the retirement of the 
first pastor; this worthy man hav
'ing exercised his vocation in a hired 
room, in which he preached three 
times on the Lord's-day, and held 
four meetings of various kinds in the 
week, receiving, during his brief 
stay, the sum of five shillings weekly 
.as a re.ward for these and other in
valuable services. The reader, how
ever, must not suppose that this was 
the sum total of this worthy man's 
earnings. Having a wife and four 
children to support, he foun!l it 
necessary also to keep a school, and 
being fortunately burdened with a 
goodly number of daily scholars, he 
was not only enabled to "keep his 
head above water," but with the 
addition of the weekly crown sub
scribed by his generous hearers, he 
managed to struggle through life 
while ,in Grumbletown wit}i some 
appearance of respectability. On 
his removal to another part of the 
kingdom, the chapel enterprise was 
commenced, and as it was carried 
through with a good degree of spirit, 
and was run up with commendable 
];taste on the part of the builders, 
the second pastor preached the first 
sermon in it to the edification of his 
,delighted hearers. It says gome
thing for the zeal of the people, that 
wh1,n the ·opening services were con
-0luded, the debt on the new chapel 
was found to be £250 only, and this 
sum being advanced by a lawyer in 
-the.neighbourhood on a mortgage at 
the reduced rate of four-11nd-a-half 
per cent., the church settled down 
very comfortably with the idea of 
having to pay a rental of £11 5s. 
yearly. The chapel thus built, and 

:so far paid for, was a plain struc
rprre, calculated to seat in the body 
!three hundred hearers, ample room 
beillg Mt for the erection of a ~allery 

should the necessities of an increased 
congregation be found to require it. 
The pulpit was high enough to give 
the minister the peculiar sensation 
of preaching in the clouds, .and· to 
give any number of stiff necks and 
unwelcome hea.daches to the Jortu
nate occupiers of the front pews. 
The pews consisted of a series of 
'boxes with doors and upright backs, 
specially adapted to isolate the oc• 
cupants from their neighbours, and 
to bury all the children, who, most 
reluctantly on their part, were in
ducted into them by their well· 
meaning parents and teachers. The 
singers occupied the fable pew, in 
which prominent position, and aided 
by a bass-viol and a fiddle, they led 
the psalmody of the congregation. 
While the chapel was in this state, 
only a little worse :f.er wear, Mr. 
Ernest was called upon to accept 
tlie pastorate. The £250 still re
mained on the building, and it was 
considered to be a good congrega
tion if, on the Lord's-day evening, 
the chapel was found to be half full. 
It was agreed that during the first 
year he should receive the sum of 
£70 as his salary, which, being an 
advance of £10 upon the salary of 
his predecessor, made some in the 
church avow it to be their decided 
conviction that they were providing 
for their new minister handsomely, 

.As Mr. Ernest did not profess to 
be much in love with a lengthy Or
dination Service, and the priestly 
formula of " the imposition of 
hands,'' at his request a simple Re
cognition service was substituted. 
This over, it was not long before he 
removed into his new residence, 
situated in the better part of the 
town, and for which he engaged to 
pay the yearly renta.I of £15 besides 
taxes. The furnishing of this house 
absorbed nearly all his savings, and 
rendered it necesaary, from the 
outset, that in housekeeping the 
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£trictest economy shonld be ob
£erved. That this important fact. 
was recognised by the young couple 
was evident from the conversation 
that took place between them in the 
5tudy soon after the house was con
sidered by Mrs. Ernest to be in 
some kind of order. 

'' Well, Lucy, are you satisfied?" 
"Satisfied with what, Job?'' 
" With the house and furniture, 

and all your well-meant attempts to 
-convert the place into a little 
pa.radise ?'' 

"You may laugh, Job, but I 
really think the place now begins 
to look something like home.'' 

" I was just thinking so, too. 
Yon have, indeed, worked hard and 
well to get so much done so soon. 
Good Matthew Henry needs only to 
be here now to be furnished with a 
first-class illustration of one of his 
quaint sayings." 

"And pray what saying was 
that?'' • 

" It is this: ' He that has a 
good God, a good wife, and a good 
home needs nothing more.'' 

" Then you fake it for granted 
that you have those three good 
things, Job?'' 

"Certainly. Do you doubt it?" 
"Me doubt it! Well, that is a 

question. You surely· do not mean 
to ask me if I think you have a 
good wife?" 

A merry la.ugh on both sides fol
lowed this modest query. What 
answer the minister gave it would 
not be fair to place on record, inas
much as it was meant for his wife 
only. It is sufficient to say that it 
Was given in such an affectionate 
and practical shape that she con
flidered it perfectly satisfactory. 

"And now I want to have a little 
talk with you, Lucy, about '.ways 
and means,' You ar«r, by virtue of 
your position now, my 'Chancellor 
.of the Excheq~er.' As such, of 

course, you need to know what 
money you have to deal with. As 
you are aware, our good people here 
guaranteed me the sum of £70 per 
year, and I have a slight notion 
that some of them think a deal of 
it. It may, or may not be, all that 
they can afford; that we shall find 
out in the course of time. At any 
rate we have to deal with that sum 
as our income. Now let us see in 
what way it must be expended. To 
start with, we have to deduct from 
that sum £15 for rent, and we may 
add £5 for taxes, which leaves £50 
net. Fifty pounds, therefore, so 
far as we can see at present, is all 
that we have to keep house with, 
buy clothes, and meet all kinds of 
unknown expenses. Can we really 
do it, Lucy?'' 

"We have agreed to do it, Job." 
" True. But can we do it with-

out running into debt?" · 
"To run into debt, Job, would 

not be doing it. That would be 
living on what does not belong to 
us .. " 

'' Then your intention, Lucy, is, 
come what will, to do it and not run 
into debt?'' 

" Unquestionably it is.'' 
" But suppose your real wants 

exceed your income ?-what then?" 
"It will be very painful, Job, but 

we shall have to want. May I ask 
what right we have to supply our 
wants at the expense of other people 
without their leave?'' 

•• Oh, I should at once own we 
have no right at all. In fact, to do 
so is, I should say, a genteel kind of 
robbery. I have known some people 
who would acquiesce in a poor starv· 
ing wretoh being sent to prison for a 
month for putting his hand into a 
grocer's till and stealing a shilling, 
while they themselves have had no 
sort of compunction in running up 
a grocer's bill of several pounds, 
and then pleading their inability to 
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pay, on the ground of having ex
ceeded their income. ·what else is 
this but genteel robbery? The only 
difference, a~ I take it, between these 
people and the thief is this ; the one 
robs directly, the others indirectly; 
the one steals little, the others 
much; the one gets due punishment 
for his small theft, the others too 
often get off scot free for their largo 
theft. This may be deemed strong 
langttage, but I fancy that not a few 
shopkeepers in this town would 
tender to me their warmest sym
pathies if they heard me utter it." 

" Then we ·see alike in this re
spect, Job, and that being the case 
you may rest assured that grocers, 
butchers,_bakers, and even drapers, 
-you may smile at my reference to 
the draper's shop, but I mean it,
shall never accuse the wife of the 
Rev. Job Ernest of forcing them 
into the Bankruptcy Court through 
incurring a variety of debts. ,ve 
will live, if we can live at all;on 
what we have, and if we cannot do 
that we will wind up our affairs, 
sell off, aud try, in some humble 
way or other, to make another start. 
We can but do that, let the worst 
come to the worst.'' 

"Well spoken, my brave wife I 
You remind me very much of my 
good mother. As early as I can re
member, she instilled into my youth
ful mind honest principles. We had 
a '' Book of Proverbs" in the house, 
and the work took my fancy. Mother 
seeing this, marked not a few of the 
proverbs with a pencil, and these, 
at her suggestion, I learnt off. Most 
of them I remember well to this 
day. One of them was ' Cut your 
coat according to your cloth.' I 
asked my mother what this meant, 
and she told me that it taught us 
never to expend more than we earned 
or rightfully owned. .Another was, 
"Debt is the poor man's cancer." 
To illustrate.that, she llhowed me a 

poor creature in• our n~ighbourhood 
who was suffering from cancer; it 
was awful to see her. 'Now, Job,' 
said she, 'iftl:!e poor man over ears 
in debt feels his debt to be like that 
cancer, try for your life to avoid 
'the poor man's cancer.' And then 
a third proverb was that of Poor 
Richanl's, 'Lying rides on debt's 
back;' and this she interpreted by in
forming me that when people ran into 
debt it was quite a customary thing 
for them to become notorious liars, 
iu their mean and evasive attempts 
to cheat their creditors, and get out 
of promises that they never"intended 
to fulfil. This Book of Proverbs 
also taugl1t me the advantages of 
thrift and economy. Such provrrbs 
as ',vaste not, want not,' 'Wilful 
waste makes woeful want,' 'Take 
care of the pence, and the pounds 
will take care of themselves,' 'A 
fool and his money are soon parted,' 
'A fool may make money, but it 
needs a wise man to spend it,' and 
other proverbs of a kindred character 
made a great impression on my 
mind, and one result was this : The 
first half-crown I earned was talrnn 
home. As it was my first, ;moth1;_r 
generously said it should be my 
own ; but this I would not permit, 
so two shillings and :6.vepeuce found 
its way into my motl1er's pocket, 
and the remaining penny I put into 
a savings box. That penny proved 
a valuable nucleus. It mattered 
not what I earned, a small portion 
of it went to keep the penny com
pany, and my joy was great to find 
that as the result of nine months' 
savings of this kind, on the last day 
of the old year my ~ence and six
pences were found to mount up to a 
whole sovereign. When I left home, 
aud had but a small income to live 
on, I determined, if practicable, to 
save twopence out of every shilling. 
It was, however, hard work. The 
extra twopence in ea.eh shilling 
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things that would have made hfe 
far more comfortable ; but I thought 
of the future and suffered, and saved 
on. You, Lucy, know the result. 
We see it in wliat we possess in this 
house to-day. But such self-denial 
I do not ask you now to share in. 
With us saving at present is out of 
the q11estion. If we can live and 
pay our Vi'.ay, and give some little 
to the cause of Christ, I shall be 
thfmkful. Let our motto be the 
&iriptural one, • 9we no man any
thing, but to love one another.' If 
we keep to that, I am confident our 
Heavenly Father, loving and faithful 
as He is, will be our constant helper. 
Tri:als in the path of duty we must 
expect, but He has promised to 
bring us through them. All that 
we have to do is to do right, and 
trust Him. Our future is in His 

kind hands, and not in our own, 
We will stri:ve, however, to honour 
Him by keeping out of debt, believ
ing that in this respMt the promise 
shall be fulfilled, • Them that honour 
Me I will honour.' Shall we kneel 
down together, Lucy, and ask God 
now to give us grace that, come 
what will, we may thus abide in the 
path of duty ?'' 

Kneel down together they did, 
and there and then, in that small 
study,-destined to witness many 
such scenes-the youthful couple 
joined in presenting their fervent 
supplications for present guidance 
and future help to Him who has 
said, " Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart, and lean not ·unto thine 
own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge Him,. and Hee shall 
direct thy paths.'' 

(To be continued.) 

Jtbitros. 

Heavenwai·d Ho! or, Story Coxen's 
Lo_g. By SAlWEL CowvY, F.R.H.S., 
Minister of Arthur-street Chapel, 
Camberwell-gate. London : Griffin 
and Co. 

TRrs most handsome volume, with its 
telling title, must bo attractive, and we 
feel assured it cannot be read with• 
out true spiritual advantage. We 
scarcely need to state that it is an alle
gorical voyage from grace to glory, and 
the series of chapters beginning with the 
embarkation, and introducing every con
ceivable incident; nt length, after perils 
and rescue, it"terminates iu Coxen enter
ing the shining boat, arm-in-arm with 
Brother Experience and a Holy Watcher 

"on either side, as he crossed the river, 
singing, glory. We hope it will be wclc 
corned by thousands of Christian 
teachers, and made a blessing to all 
who shall read it. It has our heartiest 
commendation, and we thank its worthy 
author for producincr so admirablo a 
book. 0 

New Illustraied Catholic Sermons. Se
lect Discourses by Eminent Ministers 
of Various Denominations. No. 13.
The Upperand Nether S1n-ings. Bytha 
Rev. T. DE WILLIAM TALMAGE, D.D. 
Langley, 29, Far:ringdon-street. 

WE havo had occasion to give our hearty 
commendation to this series of ch•ice 
and excellent sermons. Printed on 
toned paper, with good type, and in this 
Number a most life-like portrait of the 
Brooklyn motaphorician, and for "Ona 
Penny!" We hope a hundred thousand 
copies will be sold. 

Faith's Jlfiracles; or, the Power of 
Praye1·. A Sketch of Beate Pauhur. 
(Shaw and Co.) 

Tms is a real p:recious gem-far 
more precious than gold or silver,-and 
exhibits, in every practical form, the 
philosophy of prayer. It ought to be 
read by the universal Church of Jesus. 
We have heel). refreshed with it beyond 
measure. 
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The Bridegroom King. An Exposition 
of Pealm :xlv. By Rev. W. PENNY
FA.THER. 

REALLY evangelical and spiritual 
throughout. 

The Christian Hymnal .. Five Hundred 
Hymns for Church and Home. (Shaw 
and Co.) 
ONE of the best books ever published. 

And mark, . one edition sells_ for a 
penny, another, in good-,b~urger:1~ typ_e, 
for 6d. and others at prices nsmg m 
price a~cprding to paper, binding, &c., 
to 4s. Of all attempts to cheapen and 
popularise books of sacred song, this is 
the most extraordinary,and wo sincerely 
hope will meet with unbounded patron
age from the Christian public. Observe 
also these hymns are markedly evan
ge~i~al in doctrine, and Catholic in spi_rit. 
We wish all success to the onterpnsmg 
publishers. 

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS· 

The Bible Prisoners. Well adapted 
to do good to the lowest stratum in 
society. 

The British Flag and Cl,ristian Sen
ti71d is ~ver acceptable to our, soldiers, 
a,nd well ad\U't~ t~ promote their 
spiritual best mtctests. 
, Vi;e h:we teceivcd two good almanacs, 
Our ·O~i.Almanac and Christian Cintn

'ci'llor for 1874; well illustrated, and 
filled with good things. Two pence. 
(Partridge). The Ill11.strated Almanac and 
Christian IIand-Book. By Rev. "\V. 
Genders (Luton). A good local church 
almanac, and which might be well imi
tated_ by other churches. 

'l'o, these we add Our Own Sheet 
Almanac (ld.), worth six times its cost, 
with a good central portrait of Mr. 

_Spurgeon. No better application of 
means than pl;teing these instructive 
and useful almanacs in the houses of the 
poor can be devised, for they will bo 
proclaimers of good things for the whole 
year. 

Baptist Messenger for 1873, well 
bound in dark cloth. We would advise 

our Sunday-school and vill:ge libraries 
to secure our periodical in this sub
stantial form as a standing record 
of Cln-istian intelligenCCl and religions 
reading. It is one of the cheapest 
volumes extant, and contains papers oi 
abiding worth. A few words from 
ministers in the pulpit · and Sunday
school superintendents would greatly 
help the BAPrJ:sT MESSENGER for the 
New Year. In some cases the circula
tion has been increased fivefold by a 
fow words fitly spoken. 

The Interp,·eter has now reached part 
13, and will be completed in· seven 
parts moro. We calI the special atten
tion of our readers to this work of Mr. 
Spurgeon's for family worship. 

Sword and T.-owel starts the Now 
Year in earnest, and in addition to other 
good things begins a series of papers 
on the Beatitudes. 

TheBaptistMagazine. Athoroughly 
valuable number. 

The Ragged Sclwol Union Magazine. 
True and faithful to its spiritual work. 

Old Jonathan. Extremely telling 
and good. 

The Baptist is growing in favour, 
and is of general acceptance, and mani
festly deserve§ it. 

The Christian Shield (No. I. Part 8) 
is a new weekly edited by Dr. Parker, 
and exhibits great vigour. It is so 
essentially different to our other perio
dicals that it may be well and heartily 
received in connection with them. 
Wo have read it from the first, and hail 
it as an additional Christian power for 
the good of Christ's Church, and espe
cially for the promotion of love and 
work among all the Lord's people. 

The Hive is good throughout, with 
adapted matter of every variety for our 
Sunday-school labourers. 

The Biblical 1lfo.seum (Part XXXVII). 
See our previous notices. 

The Appeal, well sustained and cheap, 
just adapted as a gift magazine or for 
monthly loan. 

* * * Several books and pamphlets came 
too late for this month's notice. 
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THE BOY AND THE NETTLE. 
A llOY came crying to · his mother 
because he had been stung by a 
nettle. 

" I am sure I never thought it 
would hurt me," he said, " for I 
only touched it as easy as I could." 

'' That is just why it stung you," 
replied his mother. '' If you had 
grasped it firmly it would have done 
you but littltl harm." 

That is it, children. Evils that 
are boldly and bravely met will not 
hurt as much as those which we 
meet with a faint heart and a feeble 
hand. 

So, dear little readers, remember 
and grasp the nettle. 

FORTITUDE. 
THERE is something wonderful, if it 
were not so common, in the sight of 
tbil fortitude of the transgressor 
failing in the very moment of suc
cess, ll.l the sudden change of va:lue 
of what he had coveted an hour 
before, till the silver, which was so 

dear, eats hill flesh as it were fire 
and he · casts it from him like ; 
viper that has stung his hand.
Rev. John Ker. 

JEFFREY AND THE GOSPEL 
OF JOHN. 

SoME persons in the present day 
would get rid of the Gospel of John. 
But what said Jeffrey, the great 
critfo, about it? He· was walking 
once with a gentleman in the· gar
dens of Edinburgh, and talking with 
him about the past. Then the old 
man said-" I have given up all 
these sort of controversies, and 
now,"-taking out a pocket Testa
ment-said he, " I content myself 
every now and then with taking a 
spell at St. John.'' There was Jef
frey, the great, formidable critic, 
who, with all his intellect, had 
come to that, to find that the last 
solace of his age was calm and 
quiet thought and contact with the 
Divine, and taking a spell at St. 
John. 

:§tmmationd Jnttlligenct. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 
REV, T. Ev.ANs, of Yarcombe, has 

accepted an unanimous call to the 
churches of Ashley Milford, and Sway, 
Rants. 

Mr. J. 0. Roger, of the Pastors' College, 
has accepted the pastorate of Sans
street Ohnrch, Sunderland. 

Rev. J. R. Wood, of Bristol, has ac
cepted the pastorate of the chnrch at 
Upper Holloway. 

Mr. J. W. Thomas, of the Pastors' 
Coll~ge, has accepted the pastorate of 
the church, Box.moor, Herts. 

Rev. J. J. Dalton has accepted an in
vitation to the pastorate of the Infirm!l.ry
strecet.:Church, Brndford. 

Mr. E. Mason, of the Pastors' College, 
has accepted a call to the pastorate .of 
the church at Attleborough, Norfolk. 

Mr. Levi Palmer, of the Metropoli
tan College, has accepted an invita
tion to the pastorate of the church, 
Woodstock. 

Rev. T. G. Swindill, of Windsor, has 
accepted an invitation from the church 
and congregation at Sansome-walk 
Chapel, Worcester, to become their 
pastor. 

Rev. W. B. Vasey, late of Sunder
land, has accepted the cordial invitation 
of the church, Wellington-street, Gorton, 
to bec'ome their pastor. 

LONDON; DaLSTON JUNCTION.-At a 

special church meeting, held on Decem-
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ber 18, at the Baptist Church, the fol• 
lowing resolution was carried nnani• 
mously :-" That we cordially invite 
Rev. Alexander Carson, M.A., to the 
pastorate of this church for three 
months on probation." 

RAYLEIGH, EssEx,:._Rev. Charles T. 
Keen, lato of Lambeth, has. accepted 
an invitation to the pastoral office from 
the church at Rayleigh. . 

LONDON; OLD K.ENT·ROAD.-Mr. 

J. Jarvis, of tho Metropolitan Taber• 
nacle EvllJlo-elicaI ABSOciation, has ac
copted the hi vitation of the church in 
l..!fred•place to preach for three months. 

Rev. Samuel Milner has resigned the 
pastorato of the church, Keppel-street, 
w.hich he hti.s held for many yeti.rs 
past. 

Rev. J. Stuart has resigned the 
pastorate'of the church, Wolverhamp. 
ton, and has accepted a call to the 
church at Stretford-road, Manchester. 

Rev. William Le.-i.ch has resigned 
through ilJ.health, and much to tho 
regret of the people, the pastorate of 
the church in Swavesey. 

Rev. W. R. Skerry has resigned the 
pastorate of tho church worshipping in 
Rye Hill Chapel, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
having accepted a cordial and unani• 
mous invitation of the church at Counter• 
slip Chapel, Bristol, to become their 
pastor. 

JERSEY.-Rev. G. Hider has resigned 
his connection with the church at Grove. 
street, St. Hefon's. 

The church at Great Sampford, near 
Braintree, Essex, is still without a 
pe.stcir.-Hen.ry Foster, deacon. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

R11v. J. H. NEWTON was publicly 
'recognised on Christmas-day a.q pe.ator 
of the church at Hartlepool. Addresses 
of- welcome were, given by Mr. George 
H-orsbiy, chairman, and the Revs. H. 
Moore, J, Douglas, M. Cotton, andH.A. 
Lawson. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

RET, J. Don,wELL, Middleton Cheney, 
Northamptonshire, has. reaeived, as a 
New Year's gift, from his church _and 
•~egation • p=e containin.g £10: 

Rev. J. W. Cole, on hia removal from 

Braunston, Northamptonshi"re, to Man. 
chester, was presented by his friends iu 
the former place, whore he has laboured 
for seven years, with Kitto's Bible 
Illustrations, and a purse containing 
£10. 

Rev. Dr. Price, of Aherdare. has been 
presented with tlrn Hexaglot Bible, and 
au illuminated address by the Christian 
Union, one of the benefit socioti3s con. 
nected with Calveria Chapel, to which 
he has acted as treasurer for twenty• 
two yearn, duriug which period he hae 
passed through his hands £2,785 
17s. 4½d. 

Miss Jones, daughter of the Rev. 
J. Jones, Rock, has received a gold 
watch and an album in consideration 
of her services at the harmonium in 
Zion Chapel, Ebbw Vale. . 

Rev. Robert 1\Iaclen has been pre
sented by his church and congregation 
at Ramsbottom with his portra\t, life 
size, and a purse of gold: Dming tho 
fifteen years of ]\fr. ::\lfadeu's pastorate, 
the members of the church have ii.i.
crcasecl from 22 to 24:5. 

Rev. J. 1Iitchell Cox, pastor o~_the 
churchmeetingiu the temporary chapel, 
l\faryland•road, Harrow-road, ',V., was 
presented on the 7th Jan. with a purse 
of gold, as a New Year's gift from a few 
of his friends. Lieutenant Colonel 
Brockman presided at the presentation. 

Rev. J.H. Wood, of Sandhurst, Kent, 
was presented on 1st Jan. with a purse 
containing £21 lOs. by the members of 
the church ancl congregation. 

Rev. T. Davis, D.D., pastor of Bethesda 
Chapel, Havcrfordwest, and president 
of tl:ie College, was presented on the 
evening of New Year's.day with an 
illuminated address, and a purse con
taining forty guineas, contribute(j. by 
the members of the church .and con. 
gregation in grateful recognition of his 
faithful services during the eighteen 
years of his ministry amongst them. 
Over 200 friends were present a.t the 
pleasant social tea-meeting. 

At the fourth anniversary of Grove
road Chapel, Victoria.park, held on the 
17th of December, the Rev. G. D. Evans 
was presented with a .purse containing 
twenty guineas.from some ladies of the 
c2.ngregation. n W&B reported iihai 
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.£200 had been cleared off the ehapel 
debt in Juno last, leaving £1,940 to be 
milt, Mr. Evans sa.id he wae anxious 
that another £100 should be raised by 
tho end of the year. With promises 
that will fall due, only about £10 of 
this amount is now required. 

l\IrDDLESBRO'-oN-TEES.-On New 
Year~s-clay an interesting scrvico was 
held in connection with the first Baptist 
church, in order to present the pastor, 
:Mr. W. H." Ainsworth, with a purse of 
gold, as a token of the esteem of the 
members, and their appreciation of his 
labours. J\Ir. Vernon presided, and 
suitable addresses were delivered. 

Tho members of the Pastor's Bible 
Class, at Lake-road Chapel, Land
port, P<1rtsmouth, at their first anni
versary tea-meeting, December 16th, 
presented their pastor with an elabo
rate silver inkstand, bearing the follow
ing inscription engraved in the centre, 
"Presented to T. W. l\Iedhurst, pastor 
of the Lake-road Chapel, by the mem
bers of his Bible-class, as an expression 
of sincere affection, Dec. 16, 1873." 
Twelve marginal reference Bibles, il
lustrated with maps, and four other 
volumes, were presented as prizes to 
the members of the class for attendance 
and Scriptural know ledge. 

STRATFORD-ON -A voN.-On Sunday, 
DeceJI1bcr 28, the Rev. E. l\Iorley 
preached farewell sermons on the occa
sion of his leaving for Redditch. On the 
'.ollo,ving Monday a tea was provided 
:rn the school-room, when about 250 sat 
down. Afterwards a public meeting 
was held in the chapel, when addresses 
Were delivered by the Revs. l\1. Phil pin 
(Alcester), W. Radburn (Henley-in
Arden), J. Scott James (Independent). 
Mr. W. Emmals, jun., presided, and on 
behalf of the church and congregation, 
presented Mr. Morley with an address, 
and a purse of £25, a.s a token of their 
esteem, and in appreciation of his past 
labours. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
GA:OESTRY, RADNORSHIRE.-The an-

1111;a1 tea-meeting, in connection with 
th1S cause, was held on Christmas-day. 
Nearly 300 perwns sat down to tea. 
~' the ev~ning a public meeting was 
.....,d, premded over by tha p8.Stor. A 

number of the most Bnits:ble pielle8 
was recited by the Sunday- school 
scholars. Addresses were delivered by 
Messrs. John Thomas, John Jones, and 
James Williams, rastor. 

LONDON BAPTIST A880CIATION.-Thct 
annual meeting was held on Tuesday, 
the 13th of January, at the Metropo
litan Tabernacle. The morning meet
ing was commenced with a devotional 
service. Rev. Han-is Cruswoller, B.A., 
read a pa per on " The Scriptural idea 
of the gift of the Holy Spirit, viewed 
specially in relation. to prayer for his 
outpouring," followed by a discussion. 
In the afternoon, at half-past three, the 
annual meeting of the pastors and dele
gates was helcl. After an address by 
the president, R<lv. D. Jones, B.A., the 
customary business of the association 
was transacted. In the evening a 
meeting was held in the MetropQlitan 
Tabernacle. Addresses were delivered 
by Rev. D. Jones, C. H. Spurgeon, A. 
Brown, and T. W. Handford. 

MARYLAND-ROAD, HARROW-ROAD 
Temporary Baptist Chap~!, pastor, Rev. 
J. Mitchell Cox.-The friends of th• 
above place held a Christmas-tree 
bazaar a week before Christmas in aid 
of the Sutherland-gardens Chapel, 
which proved a success, realising up
wards of £24. The ladies are working 
away for a large bazaar to be held 
in June next, when the.y hope to 
raise some hundreds towards their much 
needed chapel. Useful and ornamental 
articles will be gratefully received by 
the pastor, or llfrs. Cox, president of 
the ladies· committee, Maryland-road, W. 

LONDON, NornNG-HTLL.-On Tues-
day, Jan. 6, a social tea-meeting waa 
held at the temporary chapel, Portfl
ballo-road, when "'fr. W. J. Scott, of 
Regent's Park College, and super
intendent of the church, made a state
ment concerning the 'l"t"ork being done 
there, and addresses were delivered by 
the chairman, the Rev. R.H. Roberts, 
B.A., the Rev. J. 0. Fellowes, the Rov. 
H. W. Meadow, and llfr. A. P. Fayers. 

A GREATFI:L MEMORIAL.-Iu the ye&r 
1868, a eommod.ions chapel designed for 
the use of the denomination, wail 
opened in the villa.go of Woflastori. 
Northampt.onsbi?a. A vi&itor, on eniar--
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ing the promises from the street, would 
observe the old chapel, now used as a 
school-room; the new chapel, which he 
would approach by a walk lined with 
roses and ornamental shrubs; and at the 
further end of the chapel, vestries, which, 
with the chapel itself, aro fitted up with 
everything needful to promote the 
comfort of the worshippers. On the 
27th November, 1873, a fire broke out 
in the village, in the neighbourhood 
of the chapel. The wind was blowing a 
gale; portions of burning thatch wore 
wafted across to an adjacent farm yard, 
and the whole of the buildings, with 
the produce, were reduced to ashes. 
Howfaredourbeautifulhouse? Thanks 
be given to God, it was saved t On the 
west side the flames fired the shrubs, 
shattered the glass of the chapel 
windows into thousands of pieces, and 
melted the solder of the spouting (the 
window frames were iron). At the 
north ,ond the charred remains of the 
door and windows of vestries show 
the nearness and the fierceness of the 
flames. But the main . portion of tho 
buildings escaped uninjured. As the 
chapel is fitted up with varnished wood, 
if the flames had once obtained an 
entrance the whole must have been 
burnt out. There was a door in the 
north gable end of the chapel to permit 
of access to the roof inside, when re
quired. This door and its frame caught 
fire. From that the communication 
was easy both to the rafters above, and 
the ceiling joists below it. A friend, 
seeing the danger, and being unable to 
reach the door in a direct manner be
cause of the flames from the stack
y~rd, hit upon this happy expedient. 
He procured a long ladder, set it up 
near the south front of the chapel, ran 
up to the roof, threw off a number of 
s!ates, dropped himself between the 
rafters, crept along the whole length 
of the building, and, though nearly 
suffocated with heat and smoke ho 
quenched tho flames with pail; of 
water handed to him and threw off the 
door into the space 'below. Thus the 
entire roof, in fact the entire building, 
was Baved. Those, however; who 
laboured the most successfully, were 
the. first to acknowledge the hand of_ 

God in the preservation of the hOW!E 
which they loved as the place wherE 
God had so frequently made Hii 
presence and His love to be felt in the 
assembly of His saints. Long may ·the 
Gospel trumpet be blown within those 
walls! And blessed may those be that 
know the joyful sound! Amen. 

BAPTISMS. 
Abertillery.-Dec. 28, at the English Church, 

Four. by LI. Jones. 
Beifast.-Deo.18, Two; Jan. 8, atthe Regent

street Church, One, by G. W. Cross. 
Bramley, Leeds,-Ju.n, 4, Two, by A. Ash

worth. 
Birmingham.-December 27, at Canon-streel 

Chapel, Ten, by J. B. Blackmore. 
Blaen<lv<>r.-Dec, 21, at the English Chapel, 

Nine1 by W. Rees. . ~ 
Barrow-in-Furness.-Dec. 28, in the Abbey

road Chapel, Eight, by James Hughes. 
Bm"8y New Town, Herlll.-Dec. 28, Three, by 

W.H.Rolls. 
Caerleon, Mon.-Dec. 28, Two, by D. :Bevan 

Jones. 
Ckatteris.-Dee. 21, Six (Jive from the Sunday

achool-three teachers and two scholars), 
by H. B. Robinson. 

Ckenies, Rickmansworth, Herta.-Dee. 28, 
Three, by J. Palmer. 

0inderfo,•a.-Dee. 28, Slx1 by :Cornelius 
Griffiths. 

Carmartken.-Je.n. 4, at the English Chapel, 
Four, by Evan Thomas. 

Coalville.-Dec. 2i, One; Jan. 4, Seven, by 
O. T. Johnson. 

Cupar, Fife, N.B.-Dec. 28, Two, by J. 0. 
W!lls. 

O\t'll,tiar,, Glamorganshire,-Jan.11, Four, by 
J, Evans. 

Clydach, Swansea. Valley,-Dec. 14, Two, by 
H. 0. Howells. 

lJownham Jlarket.-Dec. 21, Three, by John 
Wilson. 

lJaUon-in-FurneM.-Jan.4,One, by D. Thomas. 
lJer/Jy, St. Mary's Gate. -Jan. 4, Nino, by 

Joseph Wilshire, one of them the eldest son, 
or the pastor. 

lJowlais,-Jan. 4, at the Tabernacle Chapel, 
Two, by A. Humphrays. . 

lJumfri,.,_-Jan. 7, One, by George Anderson, 
Ebbw Vale.-Jan. 4, at Zion English Chapel, 

Twenty-four, by W. Davis (all from the 
Sunday-school). 

Evenydble, Radnorshire.-J an. 11, Three, b1 
James Willia.ms. 

Eye, Suffolk.-Jan. 4, Three, by J. Clark. 
Farstey. nr. Leeds.-J an. J, Seven, by E. Parker 

(three were scholars, and three teachera, in 
the Sunday-schools). 

Glasgorc.-Jan. 4, 1n the B!ackfria.rs-street 
ChapeL Five, by 'l'. Phillips; Jan. 11, in 
North Frederick-street Chapel, Seven, by 
T. W. Ashworth. 

Gllgal, Pennar, Pembrokesh!re.-Dec. 28, FiTe, 
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by W. Gay, of Se,rdis, for the pastor, II. 
Evans, who is ill. . 

Guildford.-Dec. 28, Five, by Mr. Cornelrns 
Slim (four being teo.eher• in the Sunday
echool, and tho filth, a, daughter of a Wes
leyan. minister). 

IlaJifax.-Dee. 28, at Trinity-road Chapel, 
Ten, by Ja.mes Parker. 

Highbr1dge, Somerset-Jan. 4, One, by T. 
Hanger. 

Ilor&forth, near Leeds.--J an. 4, Four, by J obn 
Harper. 

Jarrow-on-'l'yM.-Doe. 1, Eleven; Dec. 21 
T)lree; Jan. 14, Three. by W. Banke. 

Kilmarneck.-Doo. 21, Two; Jan. 10, Two, 
in the river at Dean Castle, by J obn John
ston. 

Lanilltyd Vardre.--Ju.n. 11, Eight, by Hugh 
Willi&ms. 

LU~anus~ Carmarthen-road, Swa.nsea.-Jan. <I, 
Sixkan, by W. Iluddock (eight young 
man and eight young women, all members 
of the Sund&y-aohool). 

Lincoln.-J0ZJ.. 4, St. Benedict's-square Chapel, 
Three, by E. Compton. 

Liverpool,· Soho-str-eet.-December 28, Four 1 

by Ell E. Wt.Iler. 
Llanfaer-Calrsinicm.-Dec. 2B, Four, by E. 

Thoma.a. 
Llanmhangell Crueorny, near Aberga.vanny.

Dec. 21, One, by Ev&n Probert. 
Lydney, Glouceotorshire,--Ja.n. I, Three, by 

G. W. Roughton. 
Mae,yrhtl•m, Ra.dnorshiro.-Dec. -, Three, by 

D&lfid Davies. , 
Jlaidenhe,ul.-Dec. 18, Five, by J. Wilkins. 
Mai1'rlu, Newport, Mon.-Jan. 10, at Summar 

Hill Chapel, Two by G. Hudgell. 
Market JJrayton.-Dec, 28, Two, by Thomas 

Clark. 

lfetropolitan m,trwt-
Barking-,•oad, E.-Dec. 28, Three, by R. H. 

Gillespie. · 
Brentford-park Chapel.--J an. 18, Four, by 

W. A. Blake (three teachers from tho 
Sunday-school). 

Bromley-1,y-Bow.-Dec, 15, at George-street 
Chapel, Six, by W. T. Lambourne. 

Erut London Taberoade,-Dec. 29, Fourteen, 
A.G. Brown, 

Hackney~oad.-Dec.31.o.tProvideuceChapel, 
Fourteen. by W. Cuff. · 

Little Al it-sired, WhitechapeL-Dec. 28, One, 
by C. Masterson. 

Metropolitan Tabtrnacle.-January 1st, Nina-
tee~, by J. A. Spurgeon. · 

Old Kent-road.-Jan. I, Five, by C. F. Styles, 
at Peckbam Pa.rk-r08,d Chapel,kindlylea.t 
for the oc:easiou. 

Trinity Chapel, John-street, Edgwa.re-rood, 
-Jan. I, Fifteen.-12 b:r J ohu Fellowes, 
and 3 by R. F. J eflreys. 

Middleton Cheo,g, Northamptonshire.--Jan, 4, 
Ono (son of a, deacon of the church.) 

Mor/ey.-Dec. 24, Two; ~I, Three, byJ, Wool
fcnden, 

Middle,bro'.-J an. 4, at the first Church, Three, 
by W. H. Ainsworth. 

Moriah, Riscu..-Dec. 28 Ten by Thomas 
. Bassa!eg, ' ' 

Nantyglo.-Dec. 25, at the English Chapel, 
Seven, by J. Berrymo.n (making fourteen 
since the forma,tionofthechurcb,Augus.t21. 

North Shields.-Dec. 14, Thirteen, by T. Pipe. . 
Orkney Isle, ,-Dec. -, One, by George M&e 

Donald. 
Park-road, St. Helen's, Lanca-shire.-Dec. 28 

Four, by J. Harritfn (three youug men frQ~ 
the Sunday-schoo:j. 

Pembroke lJock.-Dec. 31, a,t Bethany Chapel, 
Two; Jan. 4, Ono (" local preacher with 
the Wesleyan•). by W. Ijavies. 

Penzance.-Dec. 30, at Cl&rMce-street Chapel, 
Four, by Isaiah Birt, B.A. 

Polt Moor, Yorkshire.-Jan. 11, Three young 
mon (teachers from the Sunday-school), by 
H. W. Holmes. 

Purtiey.-Nov. 30, Five,.)!Y G. Edmonds (four
from the school). 

Red Hill, 'Surrey.-Dec. 14, at London-road 
Chapel, Four, by \V. Usher, 

Salford,-Dec. 28, o.t Great George-street. 
Chapel, Three, by D. Rhys Jenkins, 

Slonegate, York.-Dec. 28, Ten; 31, Six, by 
F. B. Meyer, B.A. 

Stockton-•n-Tea.-Dec. 17, Twelve, by H.Moore. 
South Shields, Barrington-streot,-N ov. 12. 

Nine; Dec. 24, Eight; Dee. 31, Three (six 
wer-a teachers. and two were scholars of the 
Sabbath-school), by W. Hanson; 

Tirzah, Mon.-Dec. 28, Five, by Thomas 
Thomas. 

Yarcombe,Somerset.--Jan. 11, One, b:r Thomas 
Evans. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
LATE REV. JOIIN HOWARD HINTON.

The late John Howard Hinton departe<I 
this life December 17, 1873, at the age. 
of 82. He was a native of Oxford, in: 
which city he was born early in tho 
year 1791, and graduated at Edinburgh. 
Having chosen the path of a Noncon
formist preacher, he commenced his 
ministerial career at Haverfordwest, 
whence he removed to Reading, and. 
1mbsequently to London, and for many
years he acted as pastor of the church 
in Devonshire-square, Bishopsgate. Ag 
a writer he advocated the cause of tho 
"voluntary principle," in religious and 
ecclesiastical matters. He was known 
also as the author of several import
ant works of a religious and philo
sophical character, including a History 
of the United States of North America, 
a system of Theology, The Elements 
of Natural History, &c., besides nu
merous smaller works, pamphlets, &c. 
In the production of the first named 
work, which includes the topography 
as well as the history proper of North 
.America., Mr. Hillton was 11,ssisted by 
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other gentlemen, both Eu.:ro1>eans · and 
Americans. It was first issued in 1832. 
and was republished in America, 1834, 
Funeral sermons were preached on 
Sunday, December 28, at Devonshire
square Chapel, Stok~ Newington-in 
the morning by t~ Rev. Charles 
Stovel, and in the evening by the Rev. 
W. T. Henderson, the successor of 
Mr. Hinton in the pastorate of the 
,;hurch. Mr. Stovel preached with great 
vigour from 1 Cor. iii. 21-23.' Mr. 
Henderson's subject was the relation 
of the deceased to the Church. It will 
interest many to know that Mr, Hinton's 
grave in Arno's Vale Cemetery, Bristol, 
ill in the piece of ground immediately 
adjoining the spot where Robert llall 
was interred. 

wife of the Rev. Thomas Richards, 
Rhymney, Mon,, died November 17, 
1873. She was greatly respected in 
her life, and her death was daeply 
lamented. Little time before she died 
her husband asked her, " How do yon 
feel, my dear?" She rerlied, "I feel 
very ill, but I shall soon be better ; 
thank yon, my dear, for your kindnees 
to me ; may the Lord reward you." 
Soon after she entered home with J esua, 
whom she loved-looked back with a 
smile, and waved her hand as she 
went, Then-

u Softly her fainting head Rho 1a.y, 
Upon the sa .. ·iour's breiast; 

And angels borfl her soul away, 
To her eternal rest.'' 

Mrs. Rachel Richards, the boloved 
Her remains were inrorrocl at Pa.ul 
Cemetery, Dowlaia. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-0, H, SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipt8 from December 17th to January 19th, 187{. 

£ •· d. £ •· d. 
A Presbyterllm i; O o Legacy ,.. ... .,.174 15 o 
Miss Goslin O JO O Mi·. Ledingham O 10 O 
First Frnitl! ... 0 10 0 Mr. Cox . . . ... 0 0 
H. E. ... 1 O O Mr, Townsend... O 5 O 
Mr. A. Ashworth ... 0 o O Mr. W. Pedl~y... 2 2 0 
Evening Classes ... 16 0 0 The Late Mis. Conder 3 3 0 
lfi;:;~ Ffrmin ... . .. 0 1 0 Mr. VI. Ewing... 1 0 0 
E. C. Wnolwich, per Mr. C. Smith ... 2 0 0 

Mr. J. T. Dunn ... 1 0 0 A. E. Y. ... ... 1 0 0 
Miss Ernns .•• ... 0 1 0 Mr. G. Morgan 1 0 0 
Mrs. Glenmm ... ... 2 10 0 Mr. J. Churchill ... 5 /; 0 
A Thank-offering, Mr. C. W. Roberts... 3 3 0 

Mrs Spurgeon ... JO O O Mr. E. Townsend ... 1 0 0 
Mr. B. Vickery... ... 2 O O Mr. W. H. Roberts... 2 O O 
Mr. and Miss Bowley O 15 0 H. ... ... ... ... O b O 
Mr. E. King ... ... 0 10 0 Mrs. Hu.iris ... ... 0 5 0 
Hr. W. Bamford ... O 5 0 A Few Friands. 
ll:r. G. Seivwright ... I O O Craig ... ... · 
Hr. W. Tucknott ... 1 10 O Mr. E. Coulson ••• 
A Rea.d-,r In the Mrs. R. Scott ... . .. 

North ... ••. •.. 0 5 0 X. Y. Z. ... ... . .. 

0 12 6 
ll O 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 

Mr. W. Thomas ... JO O O A ]Mend, per Mr. 
Mr. J. G. Hall... ... 1 O O Fulks ......... 2 0 0 
The Misses Dranslleld 5 5 o A New Year's Offer-
Mrs. B owa.rd ... 5 O Q ing ... ... ... ... O 10 O 
Mrs. Hodge . . . ..• 1 0 0 Mr. B. Bell ••• .•• 1 0 0 
Mrs. Ha.ggett ... ... l 5 0 Mrs. Call~m ... ... i; O O 
Mr. W. Tbomas ..• 0 12 6 Mr. Wyles, per Mr. 
Hiss MuweJI .. . ... 0 12 o Alway ... ... 1 o 
F,L .. perMr.Haynes M O O G.L.B. ......... o 5 o 
Hr. W, J. Haynes ... 10 0 0 Mr. J. Thomas... ... 2 H) o 

Mr. H. Kln.ig ..• 
C. B, and A. lJ. 
C. S. F. 
Mr. S. Cozens- ..• 
A Friend ..... . 
Mr. G. Elder o.nd 

Friend ........ . 
Mrs. Rodw~ll. per 

£ s. d. 
0 6 0 
0 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 1 0 

0 0 

llfr. J. T. Dnnn 0 5 0 
A Frimd inScotland 20 0 0 
A Thankoffering, J.L, 1 l 0 
AFriend ......... 1 0 0 
G.G ............. I 1 I} 
Mr. ~nd Mrs. R. A. 

James ••. ••. . .. 10 0 0 
Mr•. Hagger O :; 0 
Mr. E.W. De.sies ... 10 0 0 
Mr. Bowker's Cl&SS 14 O O 
Mr. J. Callander ..• 7 0 0 
Mr. J. S. Cumming O 10 0 
Miss Walker ... o Iii 10 
Mr. W. Casson... ..• 1 0 0 
Mr. J. Brewer ... 5 5 0 
Weekly OfferiI1gs at 

Metropolita!l Ta
hern.,aw-Deo. 14 ii 14 t 

., 21 &O 4 G 

J~;,. 21 :~ : ; 
., 12 30 2 9 
" 1~ 20 11 1 

A Friend, per Mr. A. A Widow's Mite ..• o l! 6 
Smee ... .. . ... a 10 O Mr. and Mrs, Miller l o o .£640 1 7 

Blll>scriptions will be tha.Dkfullyreceived by C. H. Spm-geon,lletropolit&n T11bemaol.e. 
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THE DISCONSOLATE LO"VER* 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TAilERNACLE, BY C, H. SPURGEON, 

"By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth : I sought him, but I 
found him not. I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the 
broad ways I wm·seck him whom my soul lovet-h: I sought him, but I found him 
not. The watchmen that go abo11t the city founrl me: to whom 1 said, Saw ye 
him whom my soul loveth? It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found 
him"whom my soul loveth: I held him,· and would not let him go, until I had 
brought Mm into my mother's house, and into tho chamber of her that conceived 
me."-Solomon's Song, iii. 1-4. 

How exquisitely pleasant is communion with our Lord Jesus Christ! 
and how supremely favoured are those who enjoy it ! Holy Scripture ex
hausts every earthly figure to delineate its sacred charms, its ineffable 
delights; yet inspiration itself exhausts its metaphors without compassing 
its mystery, because it is impossible for human language to express the 
sweetness of His grace, or the solace of our acquaintance with Him. In 
just so much as it is sweet to know that fellowship, so is it sad not to know 
or to experience it. But alas t how frequently is this communion unfelt 
and unprovedl In addressing this large assembly I can but think a con
siderable number of the Lord's people are in the condition of the spouse. 
You <lo not at present enjoy access to Christ or intercourse with Him. It 
may do you good te consider the things that remain to you though this fellow
ship be suspended, for'_be it remembered that it is not upon communion with 
Christ our life depends. Our salvation stands in the knowledge of Him, 
not in communion with Him. \Ve are made safe by what He has done, not 
by what we feel. Not our enjoyments but His sufferings lay as the solid 
foundation of our hope. 

There remaineth to us, dear friends (for I confess to be sometimes in the 
same state)-though there be no privileged token of our love to Christ, nor 
any palpable enjoyment of His love to us-there remaineth at this hour the 
positive conviction and the open confession that we do love Him. Four 
times, I think, does this benighted spouse cry " Him whom my soul 
loveth." She cannot see him, but she cherishes a tender affection for him. 
She does not enjoy his presence just now, but her heart cleaves to him and 
appreciates his excellence. \Vhat though she may have been idle and 
slothful, or though her spirit may be heavy aml hazy, one thing she knows, 
she does love her Lord; about that there can be no mistake. Publicly in 
the streets, in the hearing of the watchmen, before the ministers and 
messengers of the Gospel she does not blush to say '' Him whom my soul 
loveth.'' So it was with Peter. When he had much to regret, much to 
reprove himself for, he could say "Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee!" In like manner can you not vouch for your 
sincerity when there is reason enough to challenge your propTiety? You 
feel guilty of a carelessness or a cowardice that might refltct on your grati
tude, but you cannot admit a wantonness or a wilfulness that could ex
tinguish your love. My faithless heart, you would fain tell Him, has 
merited Thy rebuke, but Thine infinite discernment can bear witness to 
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the kindling of my desires. Do not believe my actions, but believe my 
inmost soul. Judge·me not by the utterances of my recreant lips, rather 
look upon the throbbings of my penitent heart. Thou, oh Jesus Christ, 
art He whom my soul loveth. 

Though the spouse does not just now enjoy communion with Christ, she 
knows its sweetness, and she feels uneasy until she partakes of it again. 
As the needle cannot stop until it points to the pole, so she trembleth until 
her soul rests in personal communion with Jesus. Next best to present 
fellowship is to hunger and thirst after it. And you note, too, in this case, 
and in the case of every true believer in Jesus, not only is love constant, 
and desire after Christ earnest, but there remaineth sufficient strength 
resolutely to seek for Him. Yon may not as yet have your desire accom
plished, yet your heart is buoyed up ,vith hope, and you are saying, " I 
must seek Him." You are not like the trnvellcr across the desert who at 
last loses all heart, gives up all effort, and perishes on the sand for want 
of water. But you feel an inward impulse stronger than m,y outwD.rd 
discouragements, and though faint you are still pursuing. ,vhat if you 
have s011ght Him and not found Him, yd will you seek him again till you 
do find Him, for Divine grace stimulates yon and urges you forward. As 
the spark flies upward towards the sun, so the now-born nature of the 
Christian seeks and soars after Christ. It is not simply unhappy without 
Him, but it is restless and resolute to discoYer Him. It would break 
through every law of nature to establish this law of grace. The new 
nature seeks the source from which it came; it pines and pants to meet 
with Him and talk to Him in whom are all its life and strength and joy. 
Do you not feel this desire after JeEus, though you arc complaining of 
<lulness and dea!lness, and worldliness? Is there not some sueh inde
scribable yearning in your breast for a_ communion which you well un
derstand but do not now enjoy? I know not how you lost tlrn fellowship, 
my brother, which yon so grievously miss. There are many ways in 
"J.iich this may come about. You and I often 1ose the sweetness of com
munion with Christ, I doubt not, through unbelief. We think so lightly 
of unbelief, as tho11gh it were an infirmity and not a sin, whereas of all evils 
it is the chief. What can be more displeasing to the tender heart of Jesus 
than ungenerous thoughts concerning Him? "\Vhen last you were repining 
o,nd reflecting that He had forgotten you, you quickly lost that hallowed 
calm, and that sweet confidence which erst you knew. Could you w·onder 
at it? How could He walk with you whilst you were casting into His ear 
a foul suspicion against His truthfulness and His love? Faith is the hand 
which holds the Saviour and will not let Him go ; unbelief opens the door 
and bids Him go. How shall He tarry when we will not believe in Him? 
Dost thou tell Him to His face that He is not true and trustworthy, yet 
expect to lean thy head upon His bosom? How canst thou expect this? 
Perhaps, my df'ar brother, you Jrnve been too busy with the world, and yet 
I know some. with their hands full of bnsinesg and their heads full of enter
prise who have conBt-ant communion with Christ. But perhaps you have 
let the world steal in upon your heart. All the water in the sea, as I l1ave 
often told you, does not frighten the mariner, but that little drop of water 
in the lwld, which betok~ns a leak in the ship, gives l1im great distress. 
You might have an ~mp1re to govern, and "yet never lose fellowship with 
Jesus, but with nothing more than your little family to manage, you may 
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lose Him, if you let the cravings and the covetousness of the world, its 
fashions or its ambitions, get inside your hem·t. Keep that chamber clear 
for Christ. Let your heart be the marriage-bed, and keep it chaste for 
Him who is your husband and your Lord. Or possibly, de>1r brother, you 
have been negligent in the use of private prayer, and what can shut the 
windows through which.Jesus looks as soon as laxness or slackness in sup
plication? Unless you be much upon y_our knees you cannot expect to have 
your head much upon His bosom. The appointed place of at1dience is 
the mercy-seat. If you refuse to resort thither, how can you look for 
Christ to grant you another audience-chamber? Is it reason:tble that He 
shoufd alter Ilis fixed institutions to suit your foolish negligence? Go 
then, dear brother, if thot1 woul,bt renew thy fellowship, go again to thy· 
closet, and there• pray unto the Lord thy God, and make thy supplication 
unto Him. 

In many other ways the Christian may lose his fellowship with Christ. 
Specially by the indulgence of some known sin, by harbouring resentment 
or cherishing a bitter spirit against a brother, by shutting the eye to some 
Gospel truth, by dissembling convictions in defei-enco to the company you 
keep' or the society in which yon mo"c, by not coming ont from the world, 
or mingling too much with the ungodly. It may suffiee to refer to these 
evils without enlarging upon them. ·when you miss the fellowship there 
is little comfort in accounting for the way you lost it. Your heart is 
rather craving its restoration. "Tell me how I may fit1d Him whom my 
soul loveth, for I desire to renew my fellowship with Him." 

Come then, beloved, with hearts humbled on account of past sin, and 
yet encoura.ged with the 9ssurance that He who receivecl us at the first is 
willing to receive us still, let us go to Him anew. '.Ve were all ovei· foul 
and vile then; if we be the same now, we will return unto Him; if it be in 
as bad a plight, yet let it be with as good a plea. Come to Jerns, as c>nce 
thou didst come to Him, though, mnyhap, thou hast lmcmn the ]),faster 
lo ! these many years. The same words will suit thy case :-

" Just as I am without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
Auel that Thou liidd'st me come to Thea, 
Oh, Lamb of Goel, I come, I c-0me." 

\Vhilc our text conducts us onward to the successful restoration of com
munion, it glances at certain unsatisfactory and unsuccessful attempts to 
find the Beloved One. 

Of how many of us might it be said that, with a la,:y attitude and a list
less wish, we have yawned after a boon for which we might have vehemently 
yearned. "By night on my bed I sought Him whom my soul loveth." 
As it were on her bed of sloth ancl idleneRs, she dreamed of a happiness 
she was far from enjoying. But we shall never get the privilege of close 
communion with Christ by merely wishing for it. What though now and 
then, with a hectic flush upon our cheek, we exclaim, " iN ould to God J 
were like Christ ; oh! that I lived nearer to Him; I am not satilied with 
what I know, I desire to know more ! " This is no symptom of health. 
Doth the idler ever prosper? He who Heth in bed and will not sow by 
reason of the cold, where is his harvest? ·what pearls come into the hand 
of the merchantman who saith "A little more sleep and a little more 
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slumber?" and dost thou thirik the pearl of pearls, the pearl wherewith 
none other in the universe can compare, the highest privilege which the 
King Eternal ever bestowed on His own courtiers-dost thou think that 
this, the most distinguished favour He ever confers upon the darlings of His 
heart, this intimate fellowship with Jesus-dost thou think He will com
municate tiiat to thee whilst thou art tossing on thy bed iu indolence 
which is the bane of virtue and-the nurse of folly? It was not because 
she sought Him by night that she did not find Him, for Jesus is often 
found by His people in the dark. When no rays of light, no gleams of 
comfort, can steal over our senses, still if we seek Jesus with our whole 

J1eart, though to our own apprehension we grope about like blind man, we 
shall find Him, to th., joy of our spirits. It was not the night that pre
vented her finding Him, it was the bed-her supineness, her languor, and 
her sloth. Shake thyself from the dust and believe! 

"Eschew tho idle life ! 
Flee, flee from doing nought ! 

For never was there idle brain 
But bred an idlo thought." 

No longer yield to the insidious temptation which is so apt to beset us all. 
The Lord deliver us from the lukewarmness of the Church of Laodiceat 
lest He should 8pue us out of His mouth. When she sought Him thus, she 
could not find Him; no marvel you will think, for your own experience 
has taught you that such disappointment is the invariable rule. 

With no better success did she seek Him when afterwards slie went 
about in a self-sufficient spirit. I may be wrong in my conjecture, but to 
me the words "I will rise now," sound a little like dependence upon her 
own exertions. "I will rise now,'' has not half so grateful a ring about it, 
nor is it half so graceful, as "Draw me, we will run after Thee." This 
confiding rather than that confidence seems to be the impression which be
cometh the saint when cold and crushed he keenly feels how desolate he is. 
Arise, did I say, shake off dull sloth? Ah then, )tis easier said than done. 
'' Awake, my soul" is a poor invocation compared with '' Oh! Sun of 
righteousness, arise!" or "Make haste, my Beloved,'' or "Come, Lord 
Jesus, quickly come." Beware, my brethren, of seeking after Christ in a 
legal spirit. Beware of going to Calvary as though you were going to 
Sinai. In coming to Christ no merit of your own could recommend you; 
so in longing for Him to appear to you again, no strivings of your own can 
avail you. Let His rich grace be thy poor plea. Your best way of suing 
is to say, 

"Oh! for this no strength have I, 
My strength is at Thy feet to lie." 

Once again, in scrupulously using the means, the bride seems to have 
thoroug11ly relied upon attaining her end. Lest I should seem too cen
sorious of her conduct, allow me to say that my criticism of the text is bent 
on taking and applying the rebukes to ourselves. Do you not notice, how
ever, how s~m, she seems of finding him if she goes about the city, in the 
streets and m the broad ways, and if she meets the watchmen and enquires 
of them. But it does not appear that the fitness of the places to seek or 
the persons to enqufre of were of much avail. She went down one street, 
and anothe1·, as we may resort to the street of private prayer, a narrow 
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~d little frequented way, and she said, "I shall find him there;" but after 
she had walked through it, she said, " He is not here, my chamber is not a 
palace as it used to be, no more is it the pri".Y-closet of the King_ of Kin~s, 
the audience chamber royal. So she saw a wider way, and she said, " I will 
walk down here," as we may go to the prayer-meeting. "What blessed 
hours I have oft enjoyed there," said she, "I shall find him in that high
way full sure," but after traversing all its length she said, 

"I go whore others go, but find not Jesus thoro; 

then quoth she, "I will go into the broad places where the preaching of 
the Gospel is to be heard. I will go with the throng; where God speaks 
through His servants I will be," but service after servi.e, and sermon after 
sermon were like clouds without rain, and wells without water. Others 
were refreshed, but she, trusting in the means, came away without a 
blessing, So, brethren, you may traverse every street in the city, you may 
even come to that street paved with gold, the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, or you may go down ·water-street, where in the ordinance of baptism, 
the Lord often reveals His death and burial unto His people, but after having 
traversed both these streets you shall be compelled to say, "Though I love 
the means, they are a weariness to me when Jesus is not revealed to me in 
them.'' What a difference there is between our preaching at one time and 
our preaching at another. How often do I bless God in the evening for 
that which I groaned over in the morning, when my spirit has been bowed, 
my tongue tied, and I could not preach as I would, It is a grand thing 
for the minister to be humbled in the sight of his hearers, when you 
discern that it is not the man in whom the power is vested, but it is his 
God whose might ye cannot resist. My fear often is that your smiles may 
provoke His frowns; and He may withhold His blessing fromJme, because you 
attribute to some genius of mine an influence which His spirit alone could 
exert. When I was only a lad, a stripling fresh from the ·country, you 
said when there were conversions, "How God helps him!" I am jealous 
of you, now lest you should not say the same now. God will take away His 
blessing when you refrain from offering Him the praise. If you once ascribe 
what is done in any degree whatever to the creature, or to any power that 
he hath, you will excite the jealousy of His Lord. Remember the lessons 
that tlle spouse was taught Means and ordinances are just what God likes 
to make them. Even Divine institutions are beggarly elements when He 
forsakes them. They can be nothing better than matters of duty. and they 
may be very far from being matters of privilege. ·when He wills it He 
can make His ministers do exploits. The least of all His servants shall be 
mighty as David was, when he slew the giant Goliath with only the sling 
and stone, We are nothing of ourselves. The hand that moves the instru
ment is everything, If you would come to Christ, or seek after Christ, 
looking too much to the means, you will have to return again with the 
mournful cry, "I sought Him but I found Him not. 

Such then, are the unsuccessfol efforts to regain communion with Christ. 
But as we find the successful here set side by side with the unsuccessful, we 
shall now hold her up as an example which you will do well to imitate. 

'\'.'ith what constancy she sought this communion. She began at dead 
of night, as indeed it is never too late to seek renewed fellowship. Yet she 
sought on. The streets were lonely, and it was a strange place for a. woman 
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to be at such a strange time, but she was too earnest in seeking to be abashed 
by such circumstances. The watchmen met her, and they were astonished, as 
well they might, how she came to be there at that hour? But she sought 
on; she would never rest until she had found Him, Believer, if thou 
wouldst have fellowship with Christ, thou must be in continual quest after 
it. Thy soul must get a craving for the ouo thing, and that such a craving 
as naught but that one thing can satisfy. I would my own soul were like 
Anacreon's harp, only in a better sense. You know he says though he 
wished to sing of Cadmus, l1is harp would sing of love alone. Oh, that we 
might sing of the love of Jesus and of His love alone, then it would not be 
long before our fellowship with Him would be renewed. 

And as she sougW Jesus continually, she neglected no means that seemed 
to her right and promising. Though I have warned you against trusting 
in what are called the means @f grace, I had not the slightest intention of 
undervaluing, much less of disclaiming, them. 1N e cannot rationally expect 
the Lord to reveal Himself other than in the way of His own appoint
ment. He may sometimes do so, and He likes to surprise us with His 
grace, but we have no right to expect it. Abraham's servant followed 
closely his master's injunctions. And when he blessed the Lord God of 
his master Abraham, who had not left liis master destitute of his mercy and 
his truth, hti testified, "I being in the way, the Lord led me to the liouse of 
my master's brethren." It is in the way appointed, that Gotl doth most 
commonly deign to meet with us. I do not expect that those of you who, 
every time there is half a shower of rain stop at home will be very well fed, 
nor those of you who neglect the Monday prayer meeting on any trivial 
excuse. There are a goodly number of you who do so, you cannot expect 
that you will grow in grace, if you forsake the assembling of yourselves 
together. Those of you wh.l, when the brethren join together in earnest 
prayer, cannot be present, must not marvel, if, like Thomas, you are not 
there when Jesus appears. You have good cause to be full of doul>ts and 
fears, when your fellow disciples are full of joy and love. · Use the 
means; use all the means, I entreat yon. I am bold to say it, though it 
may grate upon the ears of some of you, I do believe man_v blessings 
are missed by some Christian,, became they are not baptised. ,vhen they 
know that it is their duty, when it is clearly manifest to them tlmt they 
ought to follow Christ in that ordinanmi, if they refrain themselves He hath 
secret ways of chastening them. ·who knmveth how great and rich a 
blessing obedience in even the kast of the Lord's commands may bring to 
our sonls ! It is a blessed thing to walk tenderly and.obsene scrnpulously 
~he statutes of the Lord; to be afraid of leaving anything uncbne which 
I~ commanded, or of doing anything that is forbidden, lest in tlie omis
s10n or the commission we should by some means or other vex a jealous 
~od, and provoke Him to keep back from us mnch tbat we might have en-
Joyed through the moans of His own appointment. . . 

. But the chief beauty of the whole story is that the spouse did not stop 
with tlie means of grace. She had appliecl to the wf1tchmen on the walls, 
but better still for her, the watchmen had found ]1er. The expression is 
remarkable, because it is expressive of much that we have often proven. 
You know, sometimes, what it is to be found by the watchmen on. t.he walls. 
Yon come Lither with 11, troublf' of which nobody knows anything, and the 
watchman discovers you. In the description of your case he finds you ont. 



TllE DISCONSOLATE LOVER, 63 

It often happens that the very thing you were talking of by the way, the 
watchman relates to you. You perceive that you cannot be hid. How 
strange it seems to you. Is not this a token of the Father's love that He 
guides the watchman to discover you in your midnight wanderings where 
you arc unknown to any but your God and thought you would be unrecog
nised by anyone. Yes but even then you know, I hope, how to pass by the 
watchman. She asked, "Saw ye Him, whom my soul loveth ?" ·why did 
they not answer? Perhaps because they were blind and never did see 
themselves, Alas I that some watchmen on the walls have need to watch 
for their own souls rather than for the souls of others. Still not the best of 
the watchmen there could console her with a smile of J'hus' face. "\Ve can 
tell you what we have felt arnl proved of His love. "\Ve can sometimes, 
when the Lord helps us, tell you how His people are ravished with His 
smiles, but a smile of His face, it is for Himself to give; aml none but Him
self can bestow it. It were not possible for Him to send that second-hand. 
You must go direct to Him. Yet see what honour God puts upon His 
servants, because she sa,ys it was but a little she had gone. You must go 
beyond the minister a little, but a little. The Lord helps His servants to 
bring you to the verge of fellowship. "\Ve know it is all of the Lorcl ; unto 
Him be all the glory. Still He chooscth in the use of means to make it but 
a little between the earnest, spiritmtl exercise of outward means, and the 
Bupply of the inward spiritual grace. "It was but a little that I passed 
from them, ere I Jound Him whom my soul Joveth.'' 

Thus far, beloved brethren and sisters, have I led you on. Now I 
want you to go a little further, Away beyond the Church, away in 
advance of the bread and wine spread out for our mutual repast, a litt.le 
beyond all these. It is not these that will satisfy your craving, A 
feast of bread and wine would never gratify this longing of your spirit. 
You want Jesus. The minister cannot suffice you, you want Jesus. 
You have got to this point of desire. You want Christ, and nothing but 
Christ. Go on then, dear brother, and to attain your object I can propose 
nothing better than the simple method I proposed to you just now. Go to 
Him as you did at first. Forget the past, except to remember with peni
tence your sin, and to anticipate in the futme the grace that welcomed you 
as a stronger. You know the love and mercy that are in His heart; un
worthy as you are, cast yourself at His feet, and you may have the love of 
your espousals given back to you. You may once again c:oss ~he Jordan 
~f ~oubt aml feftr, and enter into the Canaan of your blcst mhentance, en
Joymg rapt and rich fellowship with Him. 

If Jou do see Him be sure you lay hokl of Him. He Himself loves to be 
embraced. Let your love lay hold of His love, for His love is laying hold 
of you. Hold him fast. Dismiss all ungrateful thoughts, for they will fill 
your hands so that you cannot hold Him. Divest yourself of all cares for 
a while, and now with an empty hand just lay hold of his righteousness 
and strength. 

Ana when yon get the boon you long for, I charge you tell your brothers 
and sisters. Bring Him to your mother's house. There are some in your 
mother's house sore sick with weary apprehensions anti dreary misgiving~; 
do_Y:ou tell them that you have seen your beloved; it will cheer their 
spirits. Tell them the same news that made good old Jacob's eyes over
flow with tears of joy ; tell them Jesus is still alive ; tell them that 
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Jesus yet sits upon the throne ; that He is still full of love to His chosen 
ones; and methinks their desponding souls will straightway revive, and 
they with you will feast on free grace and dying love. 

,v en, dear friends, I shall occupy no more time in talking to you, for we 
want to devote the rest of our time at the communion table, to calm and 
quiet musings. I have conducted you as far as I can. Surely there is no 
need to excite Christians to that which is sweet to them; yet I beseech 
you let no sense of unworthiness keep you back, for you always were un
worthy; as such Christ loved you at first. Neither let any consciousness 
of backsliding keeu you back. " As a wife treacherously departeth from 
her husband so do ye depart from me,'' saith the Lord by the mouth of His 
servant; and yet he says-" Return, return.'' I do not know of any figure 
more striking; none that involves more bitter reproach, yet for all that He 
bids her come back. Though you are thus guilty, and have been unfaith
ful to your loving husband, still He bids you come back, and assures you 
of a welcome. That hymn may suH the backsliders as well as the uncon
verted sinners :-

" Let not conscience make you linger, 
:Nor of fitness fondly dream." 

Ola ! how sad it makes my heart when I think of some of you to whom 
this is all an idle tale. .All this discourse is arrant nonsense in the judg
ment of some of you. Our faith must seem to you strangely credulous. 
Our views mnst seem to you altogether visionary. Howbeit, there is a 
land that you have never seen, a life that you have never felt, a truth that 
has never dawned on your understanding. These things that are so real to 
us are strange to you; still it is more strange and more strangely sad to me 
that you should be without God, without Christ, without hope in the 
world. "\Ve are pleased to greet you in this sanctuary; though we can 
well imagine that the sight and sound are foreign to you as would be the 
other side of a sea you have never crossed. You may be led to ask, " "\Vhal; 
is it? What does it mean? Is there another and a better life? Are 
there other and brighter joys than we have ever tasted? Do these 
Christians have eomforts that I know not of? Have they a love which I 
have not? I would I knew the same!'' Ah, thoughtless, heedless sinner! 
Be thou a high caste or a low caste, sinner, know this, that Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, bled on the cross and died for such as thou art. ·whosoever 
believeth in Him shall never perish, bnt have everlasting life. Trust thou 
in Him, and thou art saved. This is the love which won our hearts. Oh 
may it win thine! The things of which we have been speaking do but 
spring from that simple fact, that He loved us and gave Himself for US'. 

The way in which we learned the mystery of His love is as open to you as 
it was to us, This was the way. "\Ve put our trust in Him ; we knew we 
were not worthy of Him, but we did trust Him. Through His grace we 
did, without_ introduction or preparation, draw near to Him, and cast our
selves on His mercy. M:ay you do the same. Let there not be an hour's 
delay, for the days are flying-the years are flying. Your grave is very 
close ; within a few days you may be borne thither. Fly at once to Him 
who bids you trust Him. God help you to do this, for Jesus Christ's sake! 
-Amen. 



ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

BY JABEZ Bl"RNS, D.D., LL.D, 

No. 3.-PETER AND PAUL. 

·wE have little account of the 
preaching of the apostles. With the 
exception of Peter and Paul, the 
references are so slight that we are 
unable to form any just idea of their 
public preaching or teaching labours. 
To Peter was given the high signal 
honour of the keys, and that he 
should open the kingdom of heaven 
both to Jews and Gentiles. And, 
however frail and weak he appears 
before the Saviour's death, on and 
after the day of Pentecost he evinces 
the sublimest heroism as a disciple, 
and great eloquence as a proclaimer 
of the Gospel of Christ. Of course 
we have only a brief outline of that 
telling sermon he delivered on the 
pentecostal occasion. \Vith what 
holy magnanimity and fearlessness 
he istands before the heterogeneous 
multitude. How he directs his 
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• arrows of fire into the very hearts of 
the king's enemies. How he over
whelms them with the charge of the 
lilood-shedding of the Christ of God, 
How he startles them with the 
denunciations of their heinous guilt, 
and arouses within the most agonising 
convictions of their sin and peril. 
And then how he drives them for 
shelter to the foot of the cross, 
where they ha{l crucified the Lord of 
life and glory. How plain, how 
fervid, how clear, how emotional was 
that sermon and with what grace he 
takes the key, and opens the door of 
the kingdom of heaven to believers. 
He seems to us the perfect model of 
a revival preacher and an open air 
publisher of salvation. The holy fire 
that rested on him, permeated his 
whole being and flashed in his 

... 

thoughts, and burned in his words, 
and hence came hot on the hearts 
and consciences of the people. We 
see a less excited spirit, when he 
goes to the house of Cornelius, and 
when he takes the other key, and 
opens the door of the kingdom to the 
Gentiles, and thus completes that 
special work, for which he had been 
so notably designated. Men who 
preach like the apostle Peter cannot 
fail under God's blessing to win 
souls, and to arouse the masses to a 
concern about the realities of the 
worldito come. The fruit of that first 
one sermon of his set up a glorious 
church in Jerusalem and fulfilled 
various prophecies which related to 
the auspicious event. It was then 
that the Lord's people who believed 
were willing, or a company of volun
teers in this day of Christ's power. 
It was then that God said to his 
Son, " Rule thou in the midst of 
thine enemies," and when Jesus took 
the rod of His strength, and the 
sceptre of His grace and became the 
spiritual re,igning king in Zion. 

Saul of Tarsus had been highly 
favoured in his godly parentage, 
Jewish training and high education. 
He was well versed in the writings 
of the law and prophets, with general 
literature, philosophy and poetry of 
the Greeks, so that he was highly 
fitted by culture and extensive 
knowledge for the great mission of 
an apostle among the Gentiles, and 
to defend Christianity against the 
attacks alike of Jewish rabbis and 
Grecian philosophers. His life and 
labours occupy a large portion of the 
New Testament scriptures. His 
travels, toils, sufferings, his epistles 
to the churches, and to Timothy, 
Titus, and to Philemon, form a body 
of doctrinal, experimental and prac
tical divinity. As a preacher, how-
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ever, we have not many instances 
from which we arc able to form a 
judgment as to its individual speci
alities. His apologies for his 
Christiftn belief and his defence of 
his character and liberties against 
his embittered countrymen, don't 
comeurnler the category of sermons. 
We have given to us one extra
ordinary instance where he stands 
before us a preacher, In this case, 
all the surroundings give :Interest 
and importance to his discourse. 
The city was Athens, world-famed 
for its academies of learning, its 
philosophers, statesmen and poets. 
The place he occupied was J\Iars
hill, the Areopages, an open elevated 
site, where the rulers and the orators 
of the city met to legislate on all 
matters of jurisprudence and the 
affairs of Greece in general. Here 
Paul had an audience of the elite of 
the chief city of the world. Here he 
had to introduce the philosophy of the 
cross of Christ as the only system for 
the salvation of the world-a philo
sophy which by the learned was 
deemed the extreme of foolislme,;s. 
But the preacher in the might and 
name of his great Master was fully 
equal to the occasion, His oratory was 
of the highest order, his eloquence 
kindled into burning fervour, ancl 
yet irradiatell with tho loftiest fea
tures of a celestial intellccttrnlity. 
The people surrounding him were 
anxious to know of the religion he 
had come to introduce to them. He 
begins his discourse with a manly 
appeal, "Ye men of Athens.'' He 
at once clrnrges them not with , 
sceptical ineligiousness, bu~ with 1 

an exces~ of religious superstition. 
'' I perco1v~ _that .~n all things ye are 
too suporsbt10us. He crrounds this 
conviction on the fact that their 
city was a sort of Pantheon, full of 
allars and idols, and among the rest 
havina exhausted all the known 
deitic; of historic fame, they hacl 

erected one "Altar to tho unknown 
God.'' He declares that the object 
of his mission is to reveal unto them 
the being that they thus ignorantly 
worshipped. He then presents to 
them the trua and living God that" 
made tho universe and the governor 
and Lord of all, a beii1g that could 
not be localized in auy material 
temple, but of universal presence, 
giving to all life and breath and all 
things. He then proceed ell. to exhibit 
the uuity of mankind, and the 
brotherhood of all the nations of the 
oarth, whose habitations were 
bounded by His provillential over
sight and kindly arrangement, He 
then appealed to the rcsponsihity of 
his hearers, and affirmed that though 
God had not visited them for their 
idolatries as they desen·ed, yet now 
had come forth so much light, as to 
render excuseless the conduct of men. 
Arnl that His Son was appointed 
Judge of mankind, and would fulfil 
His exalted mission in righteousness 
towards all men. The evidence of 
Christ's supremacy had been given, 
inasmuch as Goel had raised Him 
from the dead. This fast idea was 
new to the Athenians, and Paul was 
interrupted by the mockery and 
scorn of some of his hem·ers. It was 
eYident that only the veriest outline 
of this magnificent serm'ln is recorded, 
but its effects wore striking, for while 
rnanv were anxious to hear the 
prea~l10r again, certain men were 
converted to the faith of Christ, 
among whom we l:aye Dionysius 
the Areopagite, a distinguished 
woman named Damaris, and others 
with them. Paul was well adal)ted 
to the hiaher order of preacl1iug. 
Argnmentative, severely logical, 
intense] v earnest, ancl able to appeal 
to Jewish as well as Gentile litera
ture for his proofs or illustrations, 
(Acts xvii. and xxviii.) No doubt the 
usual order of Paul's ministry was to 
show to the Jews, the true and mani-
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fest Messiahship of Christ, and to the 
Greeks or barbarians to make known 
His Christ in the mysteries of .His 
cross, the fulness of His grace and 
power of His spirit. l'aul most 
religiously avoided all self-parade, 
all pomp and display, all mere 
eloquence of words, but went forth 
knowing nothing among men, save 
Christ ancl Him crucified. A divine 
Savi.our, a full and universal atone
ment for all sin and all sinners, and 
a pressing home the immediate 
importance c,f faith in Him, as tlrn 
only foundation of hope, were the 
leading traits of his ministry. Plain 
in speech, earnest in his appeals, 
solemn in his claims, faithful in his 
application of truth, and full of 
conpassion for souls. Giving him
self wholly to his work, knowing 
nothing among men but the cross, 
counting all things but loss for the 
knowledge of the Saviour. Magni
fying Christ in His life and in His 
death, and at last by the blood of 
martyrdom sealing the doctrines of 
the glorious Gospel he had pt·eached. 
He was one of the most illustrious 
ministers of the Lord Jesus, and one 
of the greatest men the great God 
ever employed in service relating to 
the salvation of the world-a star 
of the first magnitude, the lustre of 
which was seen not only in Judea 
and Samaria. but through nearly all 
the regions of the then known world. 
He first iutrocluced the Gospel into 
Europe, where at Philippi he laid 
the foundation of the Church, so 
eminently pure and fruitful, and for 
which he had so pre-eminent an 
affection. Fo,- his world-wide sphere 
he was especially adapted, ancl as a 
Roman citizen he had a freedom in 
his wondrous itinerances, that made 
him as the Angel of God, hearing 
the glad tidings to so many nations 
and tribes and conditions of men. 

Saul arrested on his way, 
Blinded by celoetial ray, 

Smitten dcoply in his heart 
By the Saviour's. telling dnrt. 

Wakened into holy life, 
Girdecl for the glorious BtrHe, 
8ent to preach the 8aviour's Cross 
Counting all for it but loss; 

Filled with holy hc~venly might, 
Burning messen"eT of Jjc,ht 
1Yinninfl,' Souls t~ Christ Hi; Lord 
By the Gospel's saving word, 

Labouring, sufferiug1 toiling on, 
Till the }Iartyr's crown he won, 

·Then by Christ his '.Taster own'd 
With the life eternal crown'd. 

HEARING THE LAST 
SERMON. 

A WOI\D FOR 11INISTEI\S AXD HEARERS. 

BY T, W. MElJIIURST, 

ONE Sunday morning I concluded 
my sermon with these words, ''Each 
harvest thanksgiving service should 
remind us of thefii!Jht of time. We 
are a year nearer death, a year 
nearer eternity, a year nearer the 
final destiny of our immortal spirits. 
\Ve are advancing with the seasons. 
Is it towards heaven, or towards 
hr,ll '? Are we prepared to meet 
God, to stancl before HiH judgment 
t'eat ? "\V c are if we can sa.y with 
the poet:-
,, :\Iv hope is b:1ilt on nothing less; 

Than J csns' blond and righteousness ; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame : 
But wholly lean on J csus' name: 
On Christ 'the solicl rock I stand, 
All other ground Ls :sinking s.2nd." 

If we arc trusting alone to Jesus, 
ancl havo the witness of the Spirit 
witnessing with our spirits that we 
are the children of God we are 
oovecl, and being saved, the flight of 
time is bearing us onwards to o~r 
Father's house above, where His 
wheat shall all be safely garnered, 
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amid tlrn rejoicing songs of angelic 
hosts. If we are not believers on 
the Lord Jesus Clirist, and have 
never repented of sins toward God, 
we are condemned already, and, 
being condemned, the flight of time 
is bearing us onwards to the pit that is 
bottomless, where the chaff shall be 
burnt up with unquenchable fire, 
amid the execrations of the devil and 
his angels. Vvho among us shall 
live to see another harvest? And 
if not, are we lost or saved? May 
the Holy Spirit enable you to answer 
that question." 

On the following Saturday evening, 
I received a letter as follows,-" My 
dear sir, my brother was with us at 
chapel on Sunday morning last; 
but he is with us now no more down 
here. He is with the Saviour whom 
he loved. He came up from Poole 
to spend a week with us, and went 
home on \Vednesday, he was taken 
ill QU Thursday, and on Friday ho 
expired. My dear brother enjoyed 
the service last Sunday morning 
very much. Yours sincerely, J.P." 

On reading this letter I thought 
much of the solemnity of preaching 
the Gospel to men and women so 
s_oon to die. If we, ministers of the 
Gospel, knew that we had one 
among our hearers who was listening 
to the last se1·mon he would ever 
hear, should wc not seek to wrestle 
with that one with all the intensity 
of desire for his salvation that we 
could command ? And should not 
this he the feeling with which we 
should always stand before our 
hearers? They liave dying bodies, 
but immortal souls. \Vhen once 
the breath departs from the body, 
the soul departs, either into eternal 
blessedness, or into eternal misery. 
,v e, to a certain extent, are respon
sible for the condition of the souls of 
our hearers. If we are unfaithful 
in discharging our ministry, we 
cannot clear ourselves from the guilt 

of destroying the souls of our 
hearers. When Paul called the 
elders of the Church at Ephesus to 
meet him at Miletus, he said unto 
them, " I take you to record this 
day, that I am pure from the blood 
of all men. For I have not shunned 
to declare unto you the whole 
counsel of God?'' ·would he have 
been pure from their blood, if he 
had not been faithful to the souls of 
his hearers, if he had kept back 
from them any part of the massage 
of salvation? Certainly not. 
Neither shall any now who handle 
the word of,God deceitfully,be guilt
less of the blood of their hearers if 
they perish in unbelief. We feel a 
solemn responsibility resting on us, 
compelling us in every sermon we 
preach to tell our hearers the way 
of salvation. There may be one in 
our congregation hearing us for the 
first and forthe last time, and unless 
that one hears the Gospel plan of 
salvation from our lips, we cannot 
reckon ourselves to be pure of his 
blood. How dreadful the thought 
of meeting with a lost soul before 
the judgment seat of Christ, who 
shall say to us,'' I heard you preach 
once, but you did not tell me how I 
could obtain the forgiveness of my 
sins, !you did not warn me to flee 
from the wrath to come, and now I 
am here?'' May God deliver His 
ministers from the possibility of 
their ever hearing that awful charge. 
May we resolve that come what may 
we will never preach a Christless 
sermon. 

To every ministel' of the Gospel the 
words in the prophecy of Ezekiel 
are applicable, ",vhen I say unto 
tl1e wicked, '0 wicked man, thou 
slialt surely die l if thou dost not 
speak to warn the wicked from his 
way,' that wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity; but his blood will I re
quire at thine hand. Nevertheless, 
if thou warn the wicked of hl,i way 
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to turn from it, if he do not turn 
from his way he shall die in his 
iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy 
soul.'' And what is the message we 
have to deliver if we would be clear 
of the souls of our hearers? " Say 
unto them, 'As I live, saith the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked ; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live : 
turn ye from your evil ways ; for 
why will ye die?' '' God de.sires not 
the death of any one of our hearers. 
He desires that every one of them 
come unto Him by repentance, and 
by faith in our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. This is the glad mes'
sage we have to deliver each time 
we stand up to preach the Gospel, 
and only as we deliver that mes
sage are we faithful ambassadors of 
the Lord Jesus. At the risk of re
peating ourselves, we must, every 
time we enter our pulpits, tell out 
the old, old story of Jesus and His 
love. Then if any are hearing their 
last sermon, we are pure of their 
blood. :Not fearing the frown of any, 
not courting the smile of any, we 
must preach the preaching that God 
has bidden us. ,v e have no choice 
in the matter. We are stewarcls of 
the truth of God, and it is the busi
ness of a steward not to be charit
able, but to be faithful. To have the 
commendation of God and of our 
conscience, is infinitely better than 
to have the plaudits of our hearers. 
If we are faithful to their souls, we 
are not careful as to whether we are 
pleasing to their senses. We would 
rather be censured now for the 
plainnessofour speech than befound 
guilty at the last of seeking to please 
man rather than to please God, 

If it be a solemn thought that some 
of our hearers may be hearing the 
last sermon, it is an equally solemn 
thought that I may be preaching my 
la.it sermon. Let me then so preach 
that I may not be ashamed to give_ 

a repetition of my sermon to Christ 
when it is ended. May we plead 
with our hearers at all times as 
though we had the consciousness 
that each time we appear be.fore 
them may be the last, then the re
sult of our labours will not be so 
profitless as they appear to be at the 
present time. \Vhen we thouoht
fully look around us, and see how 
small comparatively are the results 
of our labours as far as arresting the 
progress of lawlessness, infidelity, 
ritualism, rationalism, Romanism, 
and heathenism is concerned, we 
arc appalled and filled with dismay. 
"\Vere it not that we.have Omnipo
tence on our side, that we are co
workers with Jesus who has said, 
•· Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world" (Matt. 
xxviii. 20), we shoultl fail and be ut
terly discouraged when we reflect 
that notwithstanding all our church 
operations, and all our mission or
ganisations, we have, as yet, only 
attacked a few of the weakest of the 
outermost foTtresses of Satan's king
dom. 

Dr. Duff, in his opening address 
as :Moderator of the General As
sembly of the Free Church of 
Scotland, on " The Present Crisis of 
the Christian Church, after review
ing the state of the world, asks the 
qnestion, ",vhat have Christians 
done to stem the torrent of wicked
ness, to arrest the progress of 
heathenism, and to conquer the 
world for Christ?'' Ancl what is 
the answer this aged and devoted 
missionary gives? "Why if the 
plain truth must be told, or being 
told, can be endured, instead of 
done done done, echo answers, and 
continues still to answer, wlwt what 
wliat? Something, indeed, some 
small thing we may all have 
done or attempted to do, to save 
appearances, like the Jews, the self. 
blinded, self-deluded Jews of old 
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who, in spite of the express precepts 
of the law, brought the blind, the 
lame, the diseased of their flocks 
and herds-in short, the utterly 
worthless and useless-to the altar 
of sacrifice, :.tti if thereby they could 
deceive or s~.tisfy the thrice holy 
omniscient Jehovah, who, iu righ
teous indignation, commissioned His 
ambassador to denounce the im
pious fraud, robbery, and hypocrisy 
with the blast of a withering male
dieti.on, :A:nd if another Malachi, 
with a divine commission were to 
rise up amongst us, have we not 
good reason to foar lest he should 
.iome down upon us, and cause our 
ears to tingle, and our very flesh to 
creep and shiver beneath the blast 
of another seething curse? ·what 
little we may have done, or at
tempted to do, is so utterly insignifi
cant in itself, so ,absolutely incom
mensurate with the imperative re
quirements of the mighty crisis, 
that it really looks like adding in
sult and mockery to our robbery of 
God. For what do our unduly in
flated and loudly-trumpeted doings 
after all amount to? Why, to my 
own mind, • . . after years of close 
observation in the four quarters of 
the globe, and much thought be
stowed on the subject, the whole of 
ourdoiugs, individual and collective, 
in the aggregate and in the face of 
the most tremendous crisfo in the 
whole range of the world's eventful 
history, really looks nothing wiser, 
nothing better, nothing more ade
quate, than would be the foolish and 
insane attempts at erecting a puny 
rampart of atraw to arrest the pro
gress and ravage of a blazing con
flagration, or holding up a frail and 
brittle reed to break the force of a 
raging lrnrricane ; or putting down 
a few cartfuls of loose sand to roll 
back the waters of Niagara, or any 
other thundering cataract!'' 

This, I admit, is strong language, 

but not a whit too strong to pourtray 
the force of my own deliberate con
victions on the subj;,ct. 

If the witness of this aged veteran 
be true-and we have abundant evi
dcmce both at home and abroad to 
confirm it-it is surely imperative 
that each Christian man, woman, 
and child should be more awfully in 
earnest iu seeking to promote the 
extension of the kingdom of Jesus. 
Brethren, let us hem· for eternity, 
lahour for eternity, preaoli for eter
nity, _r7ive for eternity, pray for eter
nity, live for eternity. Be up and 
doing. Soon the last 1ermon will be 
preached, our last u·ork for Christ 
on earth will be done, our last con
tribution to Christ's cause will be 
given, our last prayer for Jesus will 
be presented, our last sermon will be 
heard, and 01.r lives hero will be 
ended. Having, then, received the 
end of our faith, even the salvation 
of our souls, let us work while it is 
called day, knowing that the night 
cometh when no man can work. 

" Lukewarm souls, the foe grows 
stronger, 

S2e what hosts your c,imp sur
round! 

Arm to battle-'ag no longer; 
Hark, the silver trnmpets sound. 

·wake, ye sleepers, wake; what mean 
vou? 

Si;:, besets you rouncl c.hout, 
Up, and search; the world's within 

yon, 
Shy, or chase the traitor out." 

Landport, Portsmouth. 

PREACHERS sho,_;lcl ))(> hoth burnin,11 
and shinin,r; lights, Their words should 
not only be full of trnth, but full of 
fervour. Their hearts should swell and 
run over with holy love. Their lives 
should not only be pure and harmless, 
hut full of self-sacrificing generosity.::-
.Jos.Bai-Tcer's "Teachings of Experience." 
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THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF ' 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

DY SCRUTATOR, 

CHAPTER III.-Important Debates! 1 

Ir will no doubt gratify the reader 
to learn that for six months after 
the settlement of the new pastor, 
the affairs of the Baptist Church at 
Grumbletown weut on smoothly; it 
may be said, to a certain extent, 
prosperously. The sermons preached . 
on the Lord's Day, and o!l the week 1 

day evening, were generally ad
mitted to be first-class compositions. 
The congregation had increased 
slightly on thl;l Sabbath morning, 
and doubled in the evening. Sit
tings were in great demand, and 
there were but few to be let. With 
rare exceptions, wherever the minis
ter went in the course of pastoral 
visitation, he met with a welcome 
and hearty reception. His salar_v 
of seventeen :!JOUnds ten was paid 
punctually at the termination of 
each quarter, coupled with the cheer
ing announcement that the last 
quarter's pew rents had yielded 
five pounds more than they had 
amounted to previously. The week 
evenings of the pastor were well 
occupied. What with preaching 
services at home and abroad, prayer 
meetings, teachers' meetings, and 
public meetings of all kinds-not to 
speak of pastoral visitation - it 
rarely happened that he had any 
evening at liberty, !!ave on Satur
day, to spend by his Olm fireside; 
and that evening he wisely deter
mined to retain for himself, unless 
called awa,y by 8:(Jme urgent duty. 
Most of these meetings he found to 
be b,oth pleasant and profitable. 
Happy would he have felt could he 

have said this of them all. To his 
surprise and sorrow, however, l:c 
found that what should have been 
the best meetings of the whole, the 
most hallowed, the most fruitful for 
spiritual good-the church meetings 
-were unhappily the most unsatis
factory. The causes were not far 
to seek. In the first place, the 
deacons were divided. It is true 
that they met once a month to pre
pare the business prior to the chmch 
meeting ; but it w11,s also equally 
true that they could rarely agree on 
any measure brought before them, 
Of the f~ur deacons, two invariably 
took one view of any given ques
tion ; and the other two as fre
quently took the opposite view, the 
annoying result being that the 
minister was constantly required to 
give his opinion as to which side 
he deemed to be right. If he de
clined to give it, he was presumed 
to be cowardly; and if he did give 
it, he was certain to run the risk of 
offending one party or the other. 
The effect of this divided policy on 
the church was most disastrous. 
As soon as two of the deacorrs at a 
church meeting had in their sterling 
independence given their view of a 
question, the other two, under the 
influence of the same noble feeling, 
gave the opposite view, and then 
called upon the church to settle the 
matter. But this might well enough 
have been got over without much 
harm being done had it not been 
that the church was divided also; 
so that each view was certain to 
meet with supporters, and be con
tended for most zealously. Resolu
tions, amendments, counter-amend
ments, speeches, and debates at
tended the consideration of most of 
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the questions tlJat the pastor was 
compelled to introduce. Questions 
that any sensible man could have 
settled in two minutes were almost 
certain to call forth diversity of 
opinion and wearisome talk, it not 
unfrequently happening that after 
much valuable time had been spent 
in this manner, when the vote was 
taken, it would transpire that the 
winning party were found to be 
such by a majority of one. Against 
this controversial spirit and waste 
of time, Mr. Ernest had, from the 
first, feH it to be his duty to record 
his indignant protest; but that pro
test, though firm, he founcl to be in 
vain. It mattered not to some that 
the best members declined to attend 
these church meetings, on the 
ground that when they did attend 
them they got more harm- than 
good; it mattered not that, instead 
of becoming meetings for the pro
motion of Christian fellowship, 
brotherly love and union, they be
came meetings of dissension, acri
mony, and strife; it mattered not 
that they tended from time to time 
to separate chief friends, to cause 
some to leave the church in disgust, 
to convert new converts into scep
ticR, and to prevent quiet and peace
able people from entertaining any 
desire to give in their names for 
membership. What they cared for, 
and would have at all risks, was 
what they conceived to be the 
glory of the constitution of Baptist 
churches, viz., the equal riqht of 
m:ery member at ,i church meeting to 
say ancl to do that u-liich was right 
in his 01cn eyes. For his personal 
edification Mr. Ernest was informed 
that in times gone by not a few 
meetings had been held-and some 
of them warm ones too-in defence 
of this so-called constitutional prin
ciple; and that, finally, it had been 
settled that no minister, deacon, or 
private member should ever presume 

to transact business of any kind 
whatever on behalf of the church 
until it had first been brought 
before, considered, and decided at, a 
church meeting. This rule he was 
urged to keep, if he valued his own 
interest, as any infringement of it 
on his part would certainly be looked 
upon as an attack upon their 
spiritual rights and liberties, and 
would be resented accordingly. 
\Vhat, therefore, could he do ? He 
could only state the business in 
hand, mgo the brief consideration 
of any question, and then let it take 
its course. He did this, and was 
sometimes amused, but more often 
pained at the result. During his 
first half year's pastorate he found 
in accordance with this rule, among 
others, the following important ques• 
tions brought before the various 
church meetings:-

1. Should the chapel-keeper be 
allowed to purchase a new sweep
ing brush? Decided in the affirma
tive, seeing that the old one was 
worn out. 

2. Should a certain broken pane 
be mended on the left side of the 
chapel? Ordered to be done im
mediately, as several persons sitting 
opposite had complainecl of taking 
cold through the draught. 

3. Should a ton or two tons of 
coals be ordered? Decided to order 
a ton and a half. 

4. Should the windows have a new 
coat of white paint to make them 
look more respectable ? Thought 
by some that they would do until 
next year; by others that they were 
a disgrace to the place, and ought 
to be done a.t once. Motions and 
counter-motions made accordingly, 
and fully discussed. Debated three
quarters of an hour, when the re
spectable party gain the vote by 
a majority of three. 

ii. Should a new Bible be bought 
for the pulpit, or the old Bible be 
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rebound? Decided to have a new 
one on three grounds: (1) Because 
some of the chapters were lost; 
(2) Because it would not pay for 
binding, even if the volume was 
whole; (3) Because a certain ex
citeable · minister, when '' warming 
up " on a recent Sunday evening, 
had struck the dilapidated Dible 
with such force as to send its 
scattered leaves fluttering over the 
heads of the astonished congrega
tion. 

6. Should bills be printed for a 
coming lecturer, or a simple an
nouncement be made in the chapel? 
Part of the church for bills, and 
part for the mere announcement. 
Minister asked to give the casting 
vote, which he did in favour of bill 
printing. 

7. Should there be fifty large 
bills, or two hundred small ones? 
This question warmly debated. A 
compromise at last effected, one 
hundred being ordered of medium 
size. 

8. Who should print the said 
bills? Moved by a certain mem
ber that a friend of his, a printer, 
have the order_ Another member 
hoped that the motion would not be 
pressed, inasmuch as-and he was 
very sorry to say it-(smiling, how
ever, all the time) the; last bills 
this man did were printed very un
satisfactorily. .After a discussion of 
twenty minutes on the merits and 
demerits of the respective town 
printers, accompanied with a little 
professional slander, finally decided 
that the cheapest printer be en
trusted with the execution of the 
order, with the request that it be 
done u·ell. 

9. Should the singers in the sing
ing pew sit facing the minister or 
the congregation during the service? 
.A great debate. 'l'he best part of 
two church meetings occupied with 
it. The church and the singers 

found to be across on this impor
tant question. Ultimately decided 
on the ground of the threatened 1·e
signation of the singers to let them 
do as they like. Thought to be by 
some a very wise conclusion. 

10. A delicate matter reported 
concerning a female member. Much 
said for and against her. Resolved 
that a deputation be appointed to 
investigate the case, and bring to 
the next church meeting a full and 
complete report. The minister's re
quest that the case be dealt with 
privately, looked upon as a curtail
ment of church privileges, and 
therefore treated as such. 

11. An unpleasant controversy aB 
to whether the pastor or some other 
minister sl}ould preach the anni
versary sermons. Two ministers in 
neighbouring towns pitted against 
the pastor. A slight majority in 
favour of one of the said ministers, 
the pastor being requested to preach 
the sermons in case of failure. 

12. The pump out of order for 
the third time in one year. Ques
tion for discussion : Should the 
pump be mended, or town's water 
be introduced ? The following 
opinions elicited :-Brother Snap 
decidedly in favour of retaining the 
old pump. It had been a good 
pump, and it might be made a goed 
pump again. On the ground of 
economy, he should move that the 
pump be properly repaired. He 
would never vote for paying a yearly 
tax when water might be had for 
nothing. Brother Flint supported 
Brother Snap. Brother Cherry felt 
(with all due respect to Brother 
Snap) that it was his duty to move 
an amendment. He had examined 
the pump, and considered it to be 
worthless. It would be a waste of 
money to spend more on it. They 
would only have to pay a trifle a 
year for the town's water, and the 
convenience would more than coun-
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terbalance the slight burden nf _a 
yearly tax. He trusted that there 
would be a good majority for the 
town's water, and then they would 
smash up the old pump for fire
wood. Brother Brown cordially 
approved of the observation made 
by Brother Cherry, and woulu most 
heartily second his amendment. 
Brother Snap regretted to find that 
hie; fellow-deacon, Brother Cherry, 
was opposed to his view on this 
matter as well as on others, and 
hoped that he would withdraw his 
amendment. Brother Cherry must 
affirm conscientiously that ho could 
do nothing of the kind; all that he 
could say was that the four deacons 
having expressed their opinion, it 
was now for the ohnrch'llto decide as 
to the course that should bo pursued. 
Member N<l, 1 felt that there was as 
much to be said on the one side as 
on the other. He would vote for 
either. Member No. 2, being chapel
keeper, hacl had so much trouble 
with the old pump that he had 
often wished it at the bottom of the 
sea.. Members Kos. 3 and 4 would 
support Brother Snap in his motion 
for the 1)Ump's retention. l\Iembers 
5, 6, aDd 7 were glad to hear 
Brother Cherry's amendment, arnl , 
would most heartily help him to chop ' 
the pump up for firewood, as had 
been suggested. Member No. 8 
wished at this stage of the debate 
to put a question. They knew that 
in a very dry summer the town's 
water sometimes failed. Suppose 
that they had a baptism then, 110w 
,rnuld the baptistry bo filled? Mem
ber No. 9 thanked the goocl brother 
for his forethought, and would give 
it as his confirmed conYiction that 
the quesLion should not be decided 
hastily. Member No. 2 was son-y 
to haYe to rise again, but he would 
ask if the pump had not been dry 
already three times during the pre
sent year? Also, were not wells as 

I 

likely to be drained in dry summer! 
as reservoirs? Member No. 8, 
considering these questions to be 
pointed at himself, wished to ask 
Member No. 2 if he meant to be 
personal. l\fembor No. 8 would be 
glad- if l\'fember No, () would be 
kind enough to give direct answers 
to his questions, and not try to put 
him down by asking a personal 
question instead. The pastor hoped 
that brethren would not get warm 
on a question of cold water. ·would 
tho brethren kindly test the feeling 
of the meeting at once ? Member 
No. 10 woulcl be glad to do that, but 
he had not yet had his say, and 
there were two or three brethren 
behind him in a like condition. He 
hoped that there was no intention 
to stop free debate. Debate, there
fore, resumed for an hour longer, 
most of the members who had al
ready spoken speaking again twice 
or three times. The hands of the 
clock pointing at 10.30 p.m., the 
only sister that remain€d- the rest 
having an hour previously wisely 
left for their homes-ashs if the de
bate is to continue much longer; if 
it is, she shall follow the example 
set by her sisters, and leave the 
promises. Moved by a brother that, 
as only a fragment of the church is 
left to transact business, the debate 
be postponed until that day fort
night, in order tlrnt a special church 
meeting might be convened to re
discuss the whole question, the 
pastor, when making the announce
ment, to urge the necessity of every 
member being present. Secondlld 
and carried unanimously - seven 
brethren and one sister out of forty 
members present 0,t the commence
ment alone remaining to record 
their votes. 

In giving these _curious specimens 
of church meetrngs, the author 
trusts thl:!t he wil~ not be charged 
with caricaturing the churches con-
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nected with the denomination. He 
has no such ignoble aim. If he 
for one moment believed that the 
various Baptist churches through
out the kingdom wore represented 
by the church at Grumbletown his 
hope of their future prosperity 
would be faint iudced. He wishes 
it therefore to be most clearly under
stood that he does not set forth the 
Baptist chm-eh at Grnmbletown as 
a representative church. In the 
course of the narrative the reader 
will be introducetl to church meet-

ings of a far different stamp. It is 
enough for the present to say that 
from testimonies received from dif
ferent quarters, combined with his 
own personal observation, he has 
every reason to believe that this 
record is no caricature, but a faith
ful portraiture of meetings held by 
a badly • trained church, which, 
through its love of foolish debate 
and abuse of its own constitutional 
liberty, in this way docs all that it 
can to promote its own destrucLion. 

· ( To be continued.) 

Jtbid:os. 

Charlie and Liicy; or, the Lonely Heart 
Made Glad. By MARIANNE SMITH, 

(J. F. Sh<1w.) 

0.l!E of those bJaut\ful boob that will 
both delight aml profit om· young peo
p1c. Well got up, and printe(l on goocl 
paper, with fine typo, so as to make it 
a luxury to read it. Our re,tLlers will 
find thi; an exquisite little gem for a 
gift or birthday book. 

So Great Lace. Sketches of :\fissiom,rv 
Lifo and Labour. B,- Mrns Bmmrr
WELT.. (John Shaw and Co.) 

Tms handsomo volume is written by 
tho author of "Palissy the Potter," &c., 
and is worthy of the fame she has 
justly earned. Hero is given to us 
John Willi;cms, the llfartyr of Erro
manga, Alphonse Lc,croicc ancl work in 
Bonga!, Rob3rt ::\lorrison anrl China, 
Dr. Vandcrlrnmp, John Smith, Richanl 
K nil!, and Robert )fof'fat: a series of 
:11issionary ro:1;rai ts o E some of the 
noblest men that ever entered the s1is
sionary fielrl. It is just the hook both 
to cre:.Lte aml sustain a spidt of deep 
interest in Thiissionar.v entc111rise, and 
has our unqualifiocl aml hearty recom
mendation. It is printed on toned paper, 
illustrated, and beautifully bound. 

A Series of Dire~tories /01· 18 74. I. 
Marylebone and St. John's-wood; and, 
Kilburn; II. Paddington and Bays
water; III. Kensington and :N" otting
hill. Hutchings and Conolly, Henry
strcet, St. John's-wood. 

Oi.:R rei1ders who want a portable guide 
to any of those districts will find them 
comp,·ehensive, and yet compressed., 
and, at n very small outlay, will get 
a 11 the information usually required. 
\Ye haw, usctl some of tlwm for years, 
:md find them most portable and re
liable. 

An Acrowd of the Remark(JZle iffusical 
ndents r:f ;,aeral Jfemiers ~f the 
lVesle.lJ Fa1111?1J, !\·,·. By W. WINTERS. 
Lon,fon: F. Du vis, 1, Chapterhouse
conrt. 

,\ DELIGHTtTL shilling volume, which 
which ·will be an nnmhed treat to all 
lovers of sacrerl musi,,, ancl especially 
to those in any way assosistccl with 
the Wesleys. Of Gorl's great gifts to 
the Christian Church not the l~ast was 
the raising up eminent hymnal writers 
and musical composeTs, of whom the 
"\Vesleys occupy the front rank. We 
hail this history, therefore, and hope it 
will be widely circulated. 
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The Family TVorsMp Book. Part I. 
(S. Bagster and Son.) 

THIS is a quarto work, published in 
parts, comprising an arrano-cment of 
Scripture for morning and evening 
reading, with textual commentary, and 
designed, as its title indicates, for family 
worship. Like all Messrs. Bagster's 
publications, it is well got up, and no 
doubt will take its place with the 
standard publications of tho day. 

PERIODICALS AND PA:\IPHLETS.· 

Expo,,itory Lectures on the Epistle to 
the Hebre1cs. By the Rev. Adolph 
Saphir, B.A. Part I. Shaw and Co. 
This honoured minister of Christ has 
been lecturing on the Epistle to the 
Hebrews to his congregation at Trinity 
Church, Notting-hill, on Thursday 
evenings, and now they are to be given 
to the Christian reading pnlJlic. We 
have· had frequent occasion to speak 
highly of l\Ir. Saphir's writings, and we 
rejoice in the appearance of these Lec
tures. Sufficiently scholarly, spiritual, 
evangelical, and marked by clearness 
of style, they must be both edifying 
and useful to New Testament readers 
generally. Part I. contains an Intro
duction and tho chief of tho first two 
lectures. Y,{e have no doubt of its 

'' WITHOUT FAULT DEFORE THE 
TIIROC'<E OF GOD." 

REY, XIV. 5. 

IN ourselves, and others too 
0 how much of sin we vie,/! 
Often the belie,er sighs 
For his home beyonrl the skies• 
Longs to leave this world of si~, 
Disembodied, enter in, ., 
Where the saints in bliss unknown, 
Faultloss dwell before the throne. · 

warm reception by the evangelical 
Church of Christ, as an important ad
dition to our New Testament exposi
tory literature. 

The Quarterly Record of the Trinity 
Bible Society. (:l,Iacintosh.) A faith
ful record of the work of this excellent 
society, whose object is to socn~e a 
true un-Romish translation and diffu
sion of the Word of God. 

The Ragged School Union JJfagazine. 
Always instructive and cheering. 

Christian Armour. Timely words for 
the Church and home. i\fess1·s. Adolph 
Saphir, Emily Hall, Charles Graham, 
and F. Whitfield all contribute to this 
excellent number. 

The Baptist Tract Society keep up a 
constant supply of excellent, telling, 
cheap publications. Our . friends will 
do well to obtain the list, in which 
subjects, titles, and prices arc given. 

Mr. Spur<roon's Interpreter has now 
reached part 14, and holds steadily and 
most acceptably on its course. 

Sword and T,·owel is a very excellent 
nnmbe1·. 

So also The Baptist ~lagazine has 
se,eral good papers. 

1Y e cordially renew our warm ap
proval of The Hive, The Appeal, and 
Old Jonathan. 

We are glad to se0 again The Congi·e
,qational Advance and J'vfiscel/any. Ad
mirably adapted for usefulness. 

Ouco those happy ones wero found, 
Sinners on this earthly ground ; 
In His blood on Calvary spilt, 
Jesus washed them from their guilt; 
Clothed them in the costly dress 
Of IIis spot!Gss righteousness : 
By His Spirit sanctified, 
:Now in glory they abide. 

Jesus' .Church, while here below, 
Is complete in Him, we know; 
Thus He speaks unto His dove
" Thou art wholly fair, my love," 
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But though comely in her Lord, 
Sin dwells in her, most 11bhol'l'ed; 
'' In myself," she cries, with sha.n1e, 
"Black as Kedar's tents I am." 

Here believers mourn through sin, 
Feeling constant wrtr within ; 
Soon the flesh that makes them groan 
Shall be in corruption sown ; 
Sleep awhile in earth's dark hreast, 
Thence to Tise in glory drcst, 
·with the soul be ever one, 
Faultless both hefore the throne! 

SELF-WILLED AND 
CROTCHETY :M.EN. 

TnERE are some men who are always 
self-willed and crotchety. Mr. Spur
geon likens them to a spluttering 
candle. And why? Because, like 
this candle, they give more trouble 
than they are worth. 

COST OF BIBLES IN THE 
DARK AGES. 

IT was reckoned in the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries that a fair copy of 
a Bible from a convent would have 
cost more than £60 of our money 
for the writing only, and that a 
skilful scribe coultl not complete 
one in less than ten months. This 
will give us an idea of our present 
privileges. Now New Testaments 
may be bought for twopence, and 
Bibles for sixpence. 

THE GRACE OF HU.MILITY. 

IIuMrLITY is both a grace and a 
vessel to receive grace. There are 
none that see so much need of grace 
as humble souls; there are none 
prize grace like humble souls; there 
are none- that improve grace like 
humble souls; therefore Go_d singles 

:Many -whom we lo'l'ed so well, 
In that lanu of hl'ightness dwell ; 
Ah, wo oimnot wish them back, 
But would follow in their track. 
Jesus, Lord, our spirits bless
Let Thy bloo,l and righteousness 
Be on earth our mighty plea, 
Fitting us to live with Thee! 

THEODORE. 
W e!ling born'. 

out the humble soul to fill it to the 
brim with grace, when the proud 
are sent empty away.-Broolcer. 

ROBERT HALL'S DEVO-
'.l'IONAL HABITS. 

THE late Rev. Robert Hall was not 
more distinguished for his splendid 
genius, and wonderful powers, and 
memorable eloquence, than for his 
communion with the skies. One 
morning Mrs. Hall wont to his 
study to make a communic,ttion, 
and entered without knocking. 
'When walking across the room she 
discovered that he was on his knees. 
She was preparing :immediately to 
withdmw, whenhisquick eye caught 
her, and, rising from his knees, he 
said-"' Com~ in, my dear; what is 
it?'' She advanced, and what did 
she see ? She told me that she 
saw with her own eyes on the chair 
at which ho had been kneeling, a 
little pool of teai-s. How this re
minds us of the patriarch Jacob: 
"He wept and made supplication'' 
(Hosea xii. •i). Oh, if God's people 
were thus earnest at God's throne, 
what blessings would be poured out 
upon us :individually and upon the 
churches !-Stalker. 



78 DENOMINATIONAL lNTllLLIGENOE. 

THE WORLD TOO S.'..\IALL. 
HISTORY tells of a certain Roman 
emperor who was about to expire. 
Feeling the pains of death upon 
him, he called a slave. He bade 
his vassal bring the urn in which, 
when his body had been burned, 
the imperial remains would be trea
sured. He stood up, and apostro
phised it. " Little um,'' cried ho, 
"thou shalt soon contain the ashes 
of one for whom the world was too 
small." ,vas that egotism? J\Iust 
we stigmatise it as conceit ? Not 

necessarily. The roval utterance 
contained a great truth. Reader, 
the world is too small for us : it is 
inadequate to fill the capacious souls 
of men. To quote from Pestu.~: 

" This lifo, this ,rnrld, aro not enongh 
for us. 

They are nothing to the moasure of 
the mind. 

For place, we must have space; for 
timo, eternity; 

And for a spirit, Godhcnd." 

T. R. Stevenson. 

§tnaminatianal Jnttlligtnct. 

CHANGES Ic'< TIIE P.\STOIUTE. 

REY. F,. }i_. CHARLES, J1as rosignecl 
the pastorate of the church at Peppor
street, New Basford. 

Mr. Thomas Blackstock, missionary, 
Glasgow, has accepted a call to the 
pastorate of the church at :IIillport, 
Isle of Cumbrm. 

Rev. iYillfam Green, who, after a 
pastorate of nine years at Coseley, 
Staffordshire, has become the minister 
of the Church at :IIelbourne, Derbyshil'e, 
has been entertained at a farewell tea 
meeting at the former place, ,d1ich was 
largely attenrlcd by minister~ of the 
town and neighbourhood. 

The Rev .. J. Robinson will resign the 
pastorate of the church, Ravensthorpe, 
Northampton, at the cn!l. of the present 
quarter, having accepted an unanimous 
invitation to take the o,crsio-ht of the 
church, Great San1pford, Ess~x. 

RACKDS, ;{ORTHAMPTONSJURE.-Rev. 
J. Pearce, formerly of Kin,o·sbridc,e 
Devon, has accepted the fn,itation t~ 
the pastorate of the Churcl1, Raurnls, 
and on the 15th of Jamrnry, was pre
Bentod with a purse containing £10, as 
a New Year's gift. 

After ten yDars' ministry at Se,en
oaks, Rev. John Jackson haB given 
notico of his intention to resigp the 

pastoral charge of tho Baptist Church 
in that town. ::',lr .• Jackson is open to 
preaching cngagen1ents. 

SOUTH HACJCNEY.-Rev. A, J. Towell 
has signified his intention to close his 
ministry at Grove-street Chapel on tho 
last Sunday in April. 

Rev. J. Fletcher, of Lenton, noar 
K ottingham, has accepted an invitation 
to Commercial-road Chapel, London. 

Rev. R. J. Beoeliff has accepted the 
pastontte of the church at :Malton. 

Rev. Jame·s Stuart, late of Wolver
hampton, has entered on the pastorate 
of the church at Strectford, near Man
chester. 

Mr. Alfred Cox of 26, Bristol-gardens, 
Paddington, W., is at liberty to supply 
YtlCant pulpits in town or country. 

Rev. A. :McKinley, ha,ing resigned 
the pastorate of the Ilaptist Church, 
Clover-street, Chatham, for labour in 
Ireland, tho church is now without a 
pr . .stor. 

PRESENTATIOKS. 

Re,. C. Ray Player, of. Shefford, 
Beds, has been presented ,nth a hand
some tirnepieco by his congregation, 
accompanied with an address, assuring 
them of their continued sympathy and 
regard. 
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· Rev. S. Milner has been presented 
with a gift of £200, as a farewell token 
of respect and affection 011 leavino- the 
pastorate of the church i~ Ki,ppel-street, 
Russell-square, which· he has held for 
nineteen years, and which failing health 
recently compcllecl him to resign. 

Rev. Jolm R. Parker, pastor of 
Carey Chapel, :Moulton, near Xorth
a~pton, has been presented with twenty 
gumeas by hiR congreo-ation as a token 
of their respect and affection. This is 
the. eighth present of the kirnl l\Ir. 
Parker has reeeiYed durinu- his pastorate 
of sev~n yeons. ~ 

Rev. John Turner, of Tonoriclge, has 
been welcomed back by his people, after 
a long and severe illness, at a tea and 
public. meeting. Rev. W. S. Seymour, 
an Eprncopal clergvman. occupied the 
chair, and ooverai · othe~ ministers of 
various denominations were present. A 
purse containing £22 was presented to 
~1r. Turner. 

Rov. J. A. Wheeler, pastor of the Union 
Church, Godmanchcster. Hunts, has 
been again pn.,scn ted b,; the rncm bors 
of his church and congrcn-ation "l"ith a 
N~w Ye_ar's gift of £12, t~ which some 
fr10nds m the town also contributed. 

A purse containing £23 I0s. h,Is been 
presented by the church ancl con_grega
tion at Victoria-street Chapel, '\Yinclsor, 
to Rev. T. G.Swindill, before his leaving 
for Worcester. · 

Rov. W. Mummery, of Eynsford, has 
been presentecl with a handsome .N cw 
Year's gift bv his church ,mcl conc-rc"a-
tion. L 

0 0 

Rev. W. Piggott, of Studley,has been 
presented by the members of his church 
and congregation with the smn of £10 
as a New Year's gift. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

THE corner-stone of a new cha11el at 
Earl's Bart<m, near Nort.hampton, was 
laid on Tuesday by the pastor of 
College-street Chapel, the Rev. J. T. 
Brown. Upwards of £600 has already 
been procured towarcls the 1uilding 
fund. The structure will be Gothic, 
and will accommodate ubont 350 sitters. 
It is expected to cost about £1,250. 
The purses placed on the stone contained 

£122 lGs. 10d. The school childron 
raised a very handsome sum and wore 
stimulated by the promise' made to 
them by }lr. Daniel Sheffield, an active 
supporter to the church, that whatever 
amount they obtained ho would double. 
The chape I is expected to be opened in 
August free from debt.. 

RECOGNITION. 

REV. FR.L'IK TRO'.DIA._'! was recognised 
as pastor of the church at Pemlleton, 
nea1' }lanchester, on the 27th of Jan. 
The meeting was held in the Town-hall 
unclur the presidency of the Rev. A. 
M'Laren, 13.A., and ne:;,rly 300 persons 
we,,e ·present. 

A meeting was held on the 15th of 
January, at Chalk Farm Chapel, 
Berkley-road, Regent's-park-road, to 
recognise as pastor the Rev. Edward 
Leach; C. H. Goode, Esq., presided, 
l\Ir. '\V .• J. Hannan, senior deacon, stated 
the roe.sons whfoh hacl led the church 
to send Mr. Leach a hearty invitation, 
Rev. J. E. Pen-in, spoke on behalf of 
the \Yost Surrey churches and their 
ministers, who regretted the loss of the 
fellowship and help of J\fr. Leach. Rev. 
Clement Bailhache gave an address to 
the church; Rev. Dr. Angus addressed 
the minister, ancl the Rcv.J.C.Harison, 
of Camrlon-town, oiiered the ordination 
prayer. 

The recognition of Rov. J. Howard, 
as pastor of the Church at Pinner 
h~s just been celebrated, the meeting 
being p,·esidocl over by the Rev. J. 
C. I-forcourt. Adclressos were given 
by the Revs. R. Colman ; William 
Stott ; W. H. Rolls and the pastor, 
who commences his wm·k with cnoouraoo
ing tokens of tj;te Divine presence a;d 
hlessing. During the evening a testi
monial consisting of books and a purse 
of money was presented to Miss White 
for presiding at the harmonium. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
FENNY STRATFORD, BUCKS, - Tho. 

chapd having been enlarged, repewed, 
and thoroughly modernised, was re
opened on December 11th, 1873, when 
Rev. T. W. 1fodhurst preached two 
sermons, afternoon and evening, to 
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large congregations. Between the ser
vices a largo number of friends sat 
down to· tea, provided by the ladies of 
tho. congregation. On the following 
Sunday Rev. Dr. Hillier, of Ridge
monnt, preached morning and evening. 

The Baptist Chapel, East-hill, 
Wandsworth, having boon closed for 
the construction of lobbies, the erec
tion of sclrnol and class-rooms capable 
of accommoclating about 300 children, 
and the carrying out of various improve
ments involving a total outlay of over 
£1,200, has been reopened. Sermons 
were preached by the Rev. D. Bloom
field .Tames, and the Rev. Dugald 
MacColl. The collections amounted to 
£19 7s. 

GRAVEL, RADXORSHIRE. -A tea
meeting in connection with the Snnday
school, was held at the above place on 
28th December. "hen a number of 
friends and scholars sat down to tea. 
In the evening a public meeting was 
held. Addresses were delivered by 
Messrs. Joseph Walding-, Dyer, Col
porteur, and James Williams. 

SuRmroN HILT. BAPTIST CHAPEL.
The second quarterly meeting in con
nection with the a hove place of worship, 
now in course of erection, was held 
on Friday, December 26, when about 
70 assembled to partake of tea in tho 
Good Templars' Hall, which was taste
fully decorated with mottoes and ever
greens. After tea a puhlic meeting 
was held, the hall being well filled. H. 
Tarrant, Esq, (of London), took tho 
chair, and Rev. J. E. Perren opened 
the meeting by prayer. After a hymn 
had been sung the Rev. G. D. Cox gaye 
a verbal report of the financial affairs 
in connection with tho services held in 
the hall, and spoke of the work carried 
on for the past six months, which was 
not without tokens of the divine bless
ing on the Gospel preached, holding 
forth, as the basis, repentance by faith, 
redemption by Jesus Christ, and justi
fication by the Holy Ghost. Rev. J.E. 
Perrin urged those present to bo in 
earnest, "up and doing/~ looking unto 
God at all times. 'fhe Chairman next 
addr3ssod the meeting. He expressed 
the interest he had been led to take in 
the work in connection with the meeting 

which he had the pleas11rc of presiding 
over that evening, and the satisfaction 
it gave him as to the res11lts of the 
good work. From reports he had re
ceived from time to time he had made 
up his mind to come down and have a 
"brick" in the now chapel. After some 
good and practical council the Chair
man said he hoped that _by strong faith 
they would overcome all obstacles and 
go forward. Rev. W. Jones urged 
npon his hearers the necessity of being 
faithful and in earnest, and of showing 
that they are true Nonconformists. 
After giving some advice in connec
tion "ith the 11phill work of chapel 
building, he exhorted to humility,· and 
sat down amid loud applause. A col
lection was then made which realised 
£4 18s. 'l'he meeting was subsequently 
addressed by l'.Ir. Croi,ch, and after a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman the 
meeting closed with the Doxology. 

MARYLAND-ROAD (BAFTIST CHAPEL), 
HARROW-ROAD.-The second anniver
sary of the Sunday-school in connection 
with tho above place of worship was 
celebrated on Sunday, the 18th Jan., 
by three sermons ooing preached, 
morning and evening, by the Rev. J. 
:M. Cox, the pnstor, and in the after
noon by Rev. Henry Davis. On the 
following clay a tea and public meeting 
"as held, Henry Tarrant, Esq., presid
ing at the meeting, and tho following 
gentlemen present, viz., Revs. J. A, 
Clifford, B.A., Henry Davis, J. !\I. Cox, 
William Farren, Esq., (of the Sunday
School Union), and l\Iessrs. Atkins and 
others favoured the friends with some 
earnest mid practical addresses. The 
children sang special pieces at all the 
services ,as well as at the public moot
ing-, with marked effect and to the de
light of the congregation. The Chair
man, besides makinga donation towards 
the school fund, kindly promised to 
give one half tho cost of a library for 
tho scholars. Thanks to the Chairman, 
who, in acknowledging the voto stated 
that ho had now fulfilled his last (but 
one) engagement of this kind for the 
present ; the very unsatisfactory state 
of his health, rendoring it necessary 
that he should desist from taking part 
in any public meeting of a religious 
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or benevolent nature; and that ho was 
compelled (under mcrlical advice) to 
havo quiet and rest from all such 
mental work for somo months at 
least. The pastor then engaged in 
prayer, and afterwards pronounced the 
benediction, thus bringing these very 
interesting services to a close. 

BEDS.-On Wednesday, J anu~ry 14th, 
a wcll-attende,l tea and public meeting 
was held at Hockliffc-road Chapel, to 
welcome back tho pastor, Rev. J. C. 
Wells, aftor a Jong anrl serious illness. 
A purse of £17 10s. was presented to 
him, in the name of the church anrl con
gregation. In tho evening, the pastor 
delivered a lecture to about 400 people 
on "Houses with the Fronts Off." The 
chapel on Sundays is quite full, and 
hopes are entertained of speedy enlarge
ment. 

LONDON: i';'oon GREEN, N.-Rev. 
F. Pugh, of Salcombe, Devon, ga,e his 
lecture, " The )Iartyrs of the Reign of 
Mary," on January 21, on behalf of the 
funds for the new Baptist Chapel. The 

·present chapel being too small for tho 
purpose, the Masonic Hall had to be 
engaged for the lecture, and was 
crowded. 

STANWICK, N ORTHA..'1PTO:NSHIRE.

On Thursday, January 1st, 18'74-, the 
New Year's tea anduocial meeting of 
the church and congregation was hold. 
The pastor, the Rev. T. J. Bristow, 
presided, and addresses were given by 
the officers of the church and other 
friends. During the cvcninO' a New 
Year's gift was presented to the pastor. 

BECCLES.-Tho third annual meeting 
of the members of the Baptist Chapel, 
and their friends, to commemorate the 
ministry of the pastor, tho Re,. J. 
Blake, took place on Thursday,January 
29th, at the Assembly-room. Tea was 
provided, to which 160 sat down. At 
se,en o'clock a public meeting was held, 
when the room was completely filled. 
l\Ir. Blake occupied the chair, and the 
proceedings commenced by reading a 
portion of Scripture, aftor which prayer 
was offered by Mr. J. Read, one of the 
deacons. l\fr. Blake then addressed the 
audience, in the course of which he 
explained how the present meeting 
had arisen, and said that during 

tho last two years thev had been 
meetings for joy and rejoicing. He 
hoped that that e,ening's meeting would 
be one of gladness. In looking back 
through the last year of their church's 
history, ho was exceedingly thankful 
that they had been enabled to keep on 
in tho way they had begun. During 
the last t,Yo years and a half he had 
immersed 50 to fi0 persons, a fact 
which he referred to not so much 
because they were baptised, but that 
they were brought from the world to 
the knowledge of God and the fear of 
His name. Rev.J.Lambnext addressed 
the amlience on the necessity of prayer. 
:\lr. J. Read next made a fow remarks 
and reminded the meeting that thov had 
prayed for their minister, and that they 
could look back to the past three years 
as years of prayer-prayer which bad 
been abumlantly answered. He then 
went on to speak of tho efforts Mr. 
Blake had made and the great blessing 
that had attended his ministt-y and 
said his exertions had not bee~ lost 
sight of by the congregation. It was 
his pleasing duty to hand l\Ir. Blake a 
purse containing 15 so,ereigns, gathered 
from members· of the church and con
gregation, and he hoped he (llfr. make) 
would accept that as a token of their 
esteem and lo,o to him as their pastor 
aml that his life might long be spared 
to preach to them the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. l\Ir. Blake assured 
his hearers that the testimonial had 
been collected without his knowledge, 
and thanked llfr. Read and those con
cerned very much for such an expression 
of their good will ; it was not the first 
o:' second_present that had been given 
him_ that day. Mr. Stacey, !\fr.Jackson, 
havmg acldressed the meeting it was 
brought to a close by singing and 
prayer, 

FENNY _SrRATFORD, BcCKS,-The 
chapel ha,mg boen enlarged, rcpowed, 
and thoroughly moden1iscd, was re
opened on December 11, 1873, when 
Rev. T. W. l\Iedhurst preached two 
sermons, afternoon and evening, to 
largo congregations. Between the 
services a large number of friends sat 
down to tea, provided by the ladies of 
the congregation. On the following 
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Sunday, Rev. Dr. Hillier, of Bridge
mount preached morning and ovcuing. 

" SING PRAISES." 

TrrERE are some in our congrega
tions who seldom sing. Very rarely 
indeed do we hear their voices in 
the great assembly. Various rea
sons m;i,y be assigned for this. 
Perhaps some of the occasional, or 
even regular attendants at the house 
of God have no taste for singing
no ear for music. Others again do 
not sing simply for want of thought; 
they leave this important part of 
Ohristian worship to those who care 
to engAge therein without joining in 
it themselves. Ancl then, again, 
some, it may be, have no interest 
whatever in religious things, ancl 
thus it is a matter of utter indif
ference to them whether they sing. 
or not. This, indeed, may be the 
principal reason. l3ut just think 
what this involves. If it be true 
that there is no interest in religious 
things, then there is no anxiety 
about the soul, no peace with God, 
no preparation for eternity! \Ve 
must learn to pray on earth if we 
would sing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb in Heaven. It is impos
sible to reach the throne of glory 
without visiting" the throne of grace. 
The late Dr. Chalmers, speaking of 
eternity, remarks that" one of the 
most essential preparations for it 
is delight in praising God.'' In 
heaven all are worshippers. None 
are silent. The innumerable host 
of the redeemed and glorified wor
ship God. They sing His praises 
day and night. 

." But every voice in yonder throng 
On earth has breathed a prayer ; 

No lips untaught may join that song, 
Or learn the music there." 

We must seek salvation now, 
drawing nigh to God in earnest 

supplication. He will answer our 
requests. And every answered 
prayer is a theme for grateful song. 
First the prayer, then the praise. 
First the simple asking, then the 
glad acknowledgement. First the 
miserere, then the HalltluJah. Yes, 
we must learn to pray. A prayer• 
less soul is a Christless soul. And 
oh! solemn thought, a Christless 
soul is a lost soul! May God in 
His infinite mercy save us from such 
a state. 

But on the other hand, there is 
abundant reason for praising God. 
The servants of Jehovah should 
sing His praises constantly. They 
have much to sing about. They are 
redeemed from endless woe. They 
enjoy a full salvation. God is their 
Father; Christ is their Elder 
Brother; the Holy Spirit is their 
Comforter; and hea.v-en is their 
future and everlasting home. 
Happy people ! shaff their lips 
be silent? Surely not. Well may 
they praise the Lord. 0 children 
of the living! sing praises in the 
sanctuary. " Come before His 
presence with thanksgiving, and 
make a joyful noffie before Him with 
psalms." Enter into His gates 
with thanksgiving, and into His 
courts with praise: be thankful un
to Him and bless His name." 

"Let not His mercjes lia 
Forgotten in unthankfulness, 

And without praises die." 

Extol your great Redeemer. "Sing 
praises unto our King, sing praises." 
Sing cheerfully : sing heartily. 
Let the utterances of the lips be the 
language of the soul. Among the 
Hindoo converts, we are told, he 
that sings the loudeRt is considered 
to sing the best. A Missionary says: 
'' I have occasionally remonstrated 
with them on the subject, but the 
reply I. once received silenced me 
for ever after. 'Sing softly, brother,' 
I sai~ c t; one of the principal mem-
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bers. ' Sing softly ?' he replied, ' is 
it you, our father, who tells us to 
sing softly? Did you ever hear us 
sing the praises of our Hindoo gods ! 
How we threw our heads backwanl 
and with all our might shout out 
the praises of those who are no 
gods ! And now do you tell us 
to whisper the praises of Jesus? 
No, sir, we cannot--we must ex
press in lcrntl tones our gratitude to 
Him who loYed us and died for 
us.'" Noble example! "\Ve should 
gather a lesson from this. It is 
well to sing Jiarmoniously, but it is 
highly essential that we sing with 
heart and soul. Professing Chris· 
tian 1 lift up your soul to God. 

, Lift up yonr voice in praise. Let 
the Lord your God be magnified. 
Recal His many mercies. Review 
His gracious acts. Survey His 
wondrous works. Sturiy His in
finite perfections. Adore His glori
ous name. Remember His mar· 
vellous love, and, filletl with holy 
joy and gratitnde, obey the Word 
which says: "Sing praises to God, 
sing praisP-s: sing praises to our 
King, sing praises." 

"Oh for a tl,ou8and tongues to sing 
Our dear Redeemer's praise ! 

Tho glories of our God and King, 
The trinmphs of His grace." 

,foirn CLARK. 

Eye, Suffolk. 

BAPTISMS. 
Abercanairl, l:Ierthyr. -Feb. 8, Four, by J. 

Parrish. 
Abersychan.-.Jan. 14, at the English Chapel, 

Six, by S. Price. 
Aberda,·e.-Feh. 8, ·::,.t Carmel Chapel, Eight, 

by Thom.as Jone~ (six were from the Sab
balh-schuol). 

Ashton-under-Lyne.-Jan. 2-6, Six, by Ja.mes 
Hughes. Aw:::~. Norfolk. - Jan. 20, Five, by J, 

Bassal/eg.-Jan. 25, nt Bethel, Seventeeni by 
J. Morgan (several from the Sunday-school). 

' Feb. 8, at Bethesda Chapel, Twenty-four 
by J. Thomas, 

Beedes.-Dec. 21, Six:i for the pastvr, by E. J, 
Knights. 

Belfast -Feb. 12, Two, at ,he Regent-street 
Uhurch, by G. W. Cross. 

nra-enalwn.-,Jan. 181 at tlrn Engli:fih f'bapel, 
:Eight.; Feb. 15, Two ;young men, by VV, 
Rees. 

fllairgottde.-Feb. Hi, Onc1 by F. Forbes. 
Bourton, near Shri,enham.-Jan, :22, t--ix, by 

R W. Mansfield (two of them children of 
the pastor). 

Boringdon.-Jan. 19. at Bo:xmoor Ch.apcl. Thr•e, 
bv J. W. Tllomas, for the pastor, R T. 
S()offord. 

1-lram'ey, Leeds.-Fcb.l, One, by A.ARhwurth. 
Br1.i:hcon, Devun.-Feb. L, Eleveo1 by -~N. G. 

H11ilstone. 
CindertJank, Netherton.-Feb. 1, Two, by T. 

Lewis. 
C1rfrklwwel/.-Fob. 1, Ten, by J. George (nine 

from the Sunday-school). 
nowiai,~, Jan. 11, at Beulah English Ghapel1 

Five, b.v Pryce .T onC'R. 
Doirta1s.-Feb. I, at the To.bernac!e English 

ChapeJ, Six, hy A. Humphrey:-<. 
Driffidd.-Jan. 25, Thr~e, l1y C-harles vi;re1ton. 
Eobw Vak-Ftlb. 1, Ninf';, hy W. Davies (most 

of them from the 8unday-scbool). 
R1·waod -Feb. 8, Ono, hy J. PliilJip,;, 
i"eJfnfod. Linne! y, Ca.rmarthenshi.re.-Jan. 11, 

'l.'"o, by J. Jones. 
0-Prton.-Feb. 1, One, by W. B. Ya.sciy. 
Glasfiury, Breconshire.-Jan. 1S, Four, by D. 

Howell. 
Gloueesler.-Jan. 2S, Four, by Jno. Bloomfif'ld. 
Great Gr-imsby.-Jun" 26, Four, at Upper Dur

gess-street Chap€l, by E. Laudel'dale. 
JlaJi'.fax.-Jan. 30, at Trinity-road Chapel, 

Two. by Ja.rues Pai lrnr. 
Jia1·lington, W.-Jau. 2H, Eighteen, by J. ~Ia-n

niog. 
K·nighton, Radnorsbire.-Jan. 25, Eight, by J. 

Gay, 
Lancaster.-J.an, 27, Tbre~ (1Jnc from the San

da_y-schuol}, by J. Jfaxendet1. 
Linroln.- Feh. ], ll,t St.. Benedict's-~quaro, 

Two, by E. Compton. 
Lirerpoat.-Jan.. ·25, at Soho-street Chapel, Six, 

hy Eli K Walter. 
Market D.-ayton.-Fcb. l,'Thrce, by Thomas 

0!11,l'k, 
Jlla'rloe.'>, ?.Tilford Haven.-Feb.1, One, by T. 

Jones. 

Jfet-1·op0Utan DUtrict--
Bromley-b:1-Bow, E.-Feb. 11, at George

street Chapel, Nine, by "\V. T. Lam
bourne. 

EaJt Lor,.dfJn Tabernacle.-Ja.n. 29, Twche, 
by A. G. Brown. 

Enfield Tmt•n, N.-Jan, 25. One (from the 
Biblc-cl.1sH), by George W. \Ybite. 

John-street, Edgu;a,•e-road.-Tr-inity Chapel, 
Jan. 29, Fi,e, by J. 0, Fellowes. 

Kensington T,ibernac/e.-Feb. 8, Ten, Oy the 
pastor, J. Ifawcs (two from the Sabbath
schaol; Feb, 12, nue. 

,Lower-Edmonton.-Dcc. 311 Three; Jan. 29, 
Five (one from the Sunday-school), by D, 
Russell. 
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Metropolitan TaOernacl.e.-Jan. 29, Seventeen, 
by J. A. Spurgeon. 

Woolwich, Queen-street, Jan. 25, Four, by 
M'r. Teall. 

MillwOfJd, Todmorden.-Jan. 4, Two; Feb. l, 
Three, by H. Briggs. 

New Bal-net.-Feb. I, Fiver by the :pastor, J. 
Dunlop. 

North Shields.-Jan. 4, Ele"Ven, by Thomas 
Pipe. 

Norwich, Gi!dencroft.-Jan. 28, Se"Ven, by J. 
Jackson. 

Ogden, near Rochda!e.-Jan. 18, Two, by A. E. 
Greening. 

O.ssett.--J 11n. 2.5-, Three, by Eli Dyson. 
Penarth, near Cardiff, Gl&m.-Feb. 1, Eleven, 

by B. Thomas. 
I'enge.-Jan. 2o, Three, by J. Collins. 
Ptnyrheol, Breconshirc.-Feb. S, Nlne, by T. 

Howell. 
Pisgah Talywai'nr Mon.- Jan. 11, Two, by 

Richard Jones. 
Pole Moor, Yorkshire, Feb. 8, Five, by H. W. 

Holmes. 
Portslade-by-Sea, Sussex.-Jan. 2G, One, by W. 

Townsend. 
Port.-;mouth, Lake-road, Landport.-Ja.n. 28, 

Six, by T. W. ~ledhutst. 
Redditd,.-Jan. 29.-Two, hy'Edmund ~forley. 
Sardis, Pembrokeshire.-Feb. 8, Two, by W. 

Gay. 
Sheerness-on-Sea. - Jan. 28, One~ by J: R. 

Hadler. 
Skent,·ilh, !Ionmouth.-Jan. 18, One, by T. 

Thomas. 
South S!tields.-J an. 28, Four, at the Tab-er

naole, by J.E. Cracknell. 
Southampton,-Feb. lo, at Carlton Chapel, 

Four1 hy E. Osborne, 
Speen.-Feb. 8, Three, by John Jones. 
Stradbroke, Suffollr.-Jan. 25, ~'our, by G. 

Cobb, 

Sunderland.-Jan. 25, Eleven, by E. S. Neale 
(two from the Sabbath-school). 

Swadlz"ncote.-}'eb. 8, Two, by James Green
wood. 

Swansea.-Feb. 8, at LibanmJ, Carmarthen
road, Fourteen, by W. Haddock (ten from 
the Sunday-school), 

Swansea.-Jan. 28.-Three young men from 
the Sunday-school, by James Owen. 

Swindon.-Jan. 28, Nine, by G. T. Edgley. 
Tiverton, Devonshire.-Jan. 4, Elenu, by J.P. 

Carey (all from the Sunday-school). 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight.-Jan. 19, Five, by the 

pastor (at the Baptist Chapel, Niton, kindly 
lent for the occasion (two from the Sabbath
school). 

Waltham Al!bey, Essex.-Jan. 21', at Pamdine
row Chape]~ Two, by R. Williamson. 

Wel,hpool.-Jan. 30, Six (three from the Sun
day-school), by Jabez Jenkins. 

ll'hiUlesea. Cambs.-Feb, 1, at Zion Chapel, 
Three, by Frederick Shaw. 

ll'rexl!am.-fan. 25, at Chester-street Chapel, 
One, by J, Harvey. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
At Rushden Norths, January 7th, 

died ANN, wife of Samuel Knight, son., 
aged 63 years ; forty-two years a mem
ber of the Old Baptist Church in this 
village, and one of ~he first baptized 
by the late Rev. J. Whittemore after 
entering upon the pastomto of tho 
abo"Ve church. During her last illness, 
which lasted on.ly se'\'en days, she suf
fered excruciating pain of body. Her 
last words were " Come, ye blessed of 
my Father." 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-0, H, SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts from January 20th to February 16th, 1874, 
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DESTRUCTION AND PROTECTION.~ 

A SERMON DELLVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TAilERNAOLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON, 

"And all the trees of tho field shall know that I, Jehovah, have brought down 
the high tree, have exaltod the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have 
made the dry tree to flourish. I,Jehovah, have spoken, and have done it."-Ez;EKIEI, 
xvii. 24. 

" CAN your minds fly back to the time when there was no time, to the 
day when there was no day but the Ancient of Days? Can yon speed back 
to that period when God dwelt alone, when this round world and all the 
things that be upon it had not come from His hand ; when the sun flamed 
not in his strength, and the stars flashed not in their brightness? Can 
you go back to the period when there were no angels, when cherubim and 
seraphim had not been born; and, if there be creatures elder than they, 
when none of them had as yet been formed? Is it possible, I say, for you 
to fly so far back as to contemplate God alone,-no creature, no breath of 
song, no motion of wing-God Himself alone, without another? Then, 
indeed, He had no rival ; none then could contest with Him, for none 
existed. All power, and glory, and honour, and majesty, were gathered 
up into Himself. And we have no reason to believe that He was less 
glorious than He is now, when His ministers delight to do His pleasure; 
nor less great than now, when He has created worlds on worlds, and thrown 
them into space, scattering over the sky stars with both His hands. He 
sat on no precarious throne; He needed none to add to His power ; He 
needed none to bring Him a revenue of praise : His all-sufficiency could 
admit of no lack. Consider next, if ye can, the eternal purpose of God 
that He would create. He determines it in hls mind. Could any but a 
Divine motive actuate the Divine Architect? What must that motive 
have been? He creates that He may display His own perfections. He 
does but beget, as it were, creatures after His own image that He may 
live in them, that He may manifest to others the joy, the pleasure, the 
satisfaction, which He so intensely feels in Himself. Certain I am His 
own glory must have been the end He had in view; He would reveal His 
glory to the sons of men, to angels, and to such creatures as He had formed 
in order that they might reflect His honour and sing His praise. You are 
not ignorant, my brethren, of the fact that sin entered into the world. You 
know that the creation, which had been harmonious as a psalm in God's 
praise, voluminous and exhaustive as a book in which He revealed His 
own character-this creation, once exceedingly fair, became foully marred. 
Rival instincts were produced, and rival interests were set up. Man's 
will stood up against God's will, man's profit against God's honour, man's 
device against God's counsel. Eve took of the accursed fruit, and Adam 
partook of the same; and henceforth man became a rival to God, just as 
Satan, aforetime, had rebelled against the blessed and only Potentate, and 
usurped authority. From the time when Satan fell, God's purpose 
was to break down everything which set itself up in opposition · to 
Him. From that day till now, no matter how great, how lofty, 

• ThisSermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and tmnslating is r88erve1. 
No. 185, Nmv SEm11s. 
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hew apparently excellent a thing might be, it has been the rule with 
God to pull it down if it did not stand in Him, and for Him; yea, and 
wherever He has looked, no matter how mean a thing may have been, how 
low, how degraded tJ outward appearance, it has been God's constant rule 
to lift it up, if it stood in Him, and for Him. Or if, by the lifting up of the 
humble, He might throw scorn upon the haughty, He would thereby mag
nify His own absolute right to exercise sovereign control, and to do with 
men as He willed. Oh, that I could command the words of some of the 
mighty masters of song, or that I had an angel's voice, so much rathtcr 
would I hymn this high majestic theme than speak of it in listless prose. 
But I cannot rise to the awful heights of this incomparable design. I 
contemplate it with awe not unmingled with admiration :-the Eternal 
God withstanding everything that opposes itself against Him-thrusting 
down the mighty fram their seats, plucking off crowns from the heads of 
princes, degrading the escutcheons of nobles, trampling in the mire the 
fine linen and the scarlet of the rich, setting at nought the wisdom of the 
wise, divesting the philosopher of his toga, rending in pieces the robes of 
the priest, and pouring contempt upon everything that vaunts pretension 
or arrogates prestige in defiance of His sacred prescriptive, irrevocable 
lordship. There is no power or permanence, no wauant or worth, in any 
claim to greatness or goodness independent of God, or antagonistic to Him. 
My conceptions are too dwarfish, my lang11age is too feeble, to compass 
the grandeur of this theme. Its truth commends it, and its usefulness 
enhances it; since it bows the heart before God, and convinces us that 
then only are we in a fit state to be filled with His fulness, to live in His 
life, to be wise with His wisdom, and to be glorious in His glory, when we are 
emptied of our own conceits. Mine, however, will be a more -practical 
lesson at this time; and I shall use more homely words than that nobler 
subj6ct might have demanded. 

Methinks I see a great forest which reaches for many a league. The 
trees are of divers growths, and of various ages. S9me of them are very 
lofty. Here a towe1·ing cedar, and yonder the storks have made their nests 
among the tall fir trees. Stout oaks there are that laugh at storms, and 
elms that will not be twisted with the tempest. See, -how they rival each 
other ! .And there are lowlier trees ; some bearing fruit though scarcely 
seen, and others that, like the vine, creep upon the ground-so obscure they 
can hardly be observed, It is a strange forest in which trees of every 
clime are to be found. Some are green, verdant, laden with blossoms and 
with fruit. Others are dead, dry, withered, with scarce here and there a 
le~f. It is the evening, the cool of the day. The God that visited the 
fe.rr garden of Eden is come to walk in this forest. .Along those deep 
glades, ~midst that thick shade, the Almighty appears. He comes. How 
see I Him ? Is He in the garb of a woodman? Bears He in His hand an 
awful axe, and. doth He pass His finger along its edge to see tha~ it be 
keen? Strong 1s the hand that wields it. Howl, cedars, if once'He hft that 
axe against you. What means that woodman to do? Wait, and let us 
hear Him speak. Oh ! ye trees of the field, be silent before the Lord, and 
and clap not your hands until we have heard Him speak. " The trees of 
the field shall know that I, the Lord, have brouo-ht down the high tree,"
beware, ye towering cedars!-" that I have ex~lted the low tree,"-be of 
good courage, ye lowly vines !-" have dried up the green tree,''-wail, ye 
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verdant elms 1-" and have made the dry tree to flourish; "-hope, ye 
withered boughs !-" I, the Lord, have spoken, and have done it.'' Let 
the trees be silent before the Lord, for He cometh to judge them, and He 
judgeth them with much jealousy, even as the word is written. 

That forest I have before my eyes; men likij trees appear to me in the 
vision, while I gaze on this dense mass of people listening to my voice. 
Let me interpret the Mighty Woodsman's words to you. There are four 
notes of whch we shall speak one after the other. May God sanctify the 
emblems to our profit, touching our ears, and teaching our hearts, that we 
may rightly understand what the Lord saith to the trees of the forest. 

I. '' Thus saith the Lord, the trees of the field shall know that I, the 
Lord, have brought <fown the high tree." • 

Look over history, and you will see that everything gigantic in stature 
and colossal in dimensions; whatsoever has been great with hum!lJJ. great
ness,'and famous with human fame, has been an object for God's penetrating 
arrows, and a subject for His withering blight. A grand idea of universal 
monarchy flashed upon the mind of man. He would bnild a tower, 
the top whereof should reach to heaven; it should be the central 
point of authority, to which all the tribes of men should be summoned on 
set occasions ; some prince, elevated on that lofty tower, should reign 
supreme, whose behests should be law ; •all the inhabitants of the earth 
should be myrmidons of his pleasure, servitors of his table. What did the 
Lord do with this fine scheme ? " I will come down.'' said He, " to Babel, 
and see if it be altogether as they have said." Then He touched their 
tongues, and confounded their language, and scattered the imaginations of 
their hearts: so He laughed them to scorn, and left them tl> be a laughing• 
stock to all generations. They left off building the tower, for they eonld 
not understand one another's speech; the scheme of universal'monarchy 
collapsed; it was broken up, and dashed to pieces like a potter's vessel 
that is broken with a rod of iron. Then came the great power of Egypt. 
Pharaoh said, "Am I not lord of Thebes, with its hundred gates, and with 
its myriads of brazen chariots? Have I not a mighty host of cavalry? 
Who is equal to me ? I speak, and the nations tremble ; behold the kings 
and the monarchs of the nations that are round about me lick the dust of 
my feet. I, Pharaoh, have dried up rivers; I have led nations captives; 
I have subdued empires ! " The Lord looked down upon Pharaoh and plagued 
him. See how He plagued him with frogs; frogs in the palace of the king 
and the mansions of the princes, with lice upon their garments, with flies 
in all their borders, with bla.ius upon t.li.eir bodies, and with murrain in 
their cattle. .And when the king hardened his heart how did Jehovah
the King of Kings-get himself honour from Pharaoh and his hosts? 
When the enemy said, "I will pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the 
spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them," his doom was sealed, his 
destruction nigh at hand. See the proud king ereet in his chariot; holding 
the reins of his noble charge,· l "Dash ou," says he-" dash on, chivahy 
of Mizraim ! Do you fear that herd of slaves? Down into the Red Sea's 
bed I Where they dare to go we dare to follow." On they ride! "Thou 
didst blow with Thy wind ; the sea covered them ; they sank as lead in the 
mighty waters. Sing unto the Lord, for He bath triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider hath He cast iuto the sea ! " In after years Babylon 
set herself as a queen. " I shall be a lady for ever,'' said the gay me-
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tropolis of the earth, the mighty city of Euphrates. "I sit alone; I shall 
see no sorrow," Behold, she decketh herself out with scarlet, she arrayeth 
herself with silk; all the nations of the earth are quiet when she ariseth, 
nor is the sound of a whisper heard when the voice of her command goeth 
forth. But where art thou, where art thou, daughter of Assyria, where art 
thou now? Oh, daughter of Chaldea, where is the crown which once circled 
thy brow and adorned thy head? Go, mark a heap of rubbish, and of 
desolate stones; hear the hooting of the owls and the howling of the dragons, 
as each one ea.Heth to his fellow in the midst of a desolation which cannot 
be repaired l How art thou fallen from heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning, 
thou who saidst, '' I am, there is none beside me?" Thus God breaketh 
in pieces with his right hand everything tliat is arrogant and supercilious, 
that dares to assert greatness apart from His endowment, or to presume on 
authority other than He delegates. I might prolong the strain. I might 
tell you of Rome, and all the boastings of that imperial mistress, and paint 
her faded charms, and tell of her decay and her decadence. I might lead 
you back·to Sennacherib and all his hosts overthrown, or recite the story 
of Nebuchadnezzar, driven out from the abodes of men, and feeding among 
the beasts. I might show you lesser kings, kings of Israel, brought exceeding 
low, until they who had sat on the throne as princes pi110d in the dungeon 
among slaves. To multiply instances would only be to confirm the general 
current of history, and illustrate the fact that the Lord, even the Lord of 
Hosts, always cuts down the high tree, ht1miliates the creature that exalts 
itself, and suffers no flesh to glory in His presence. Very well, that is the 
law of His government. The question arises, how does it concern us? 
Doubtless it opens a sad prospect to those among us who are lifted up with 
pride, or inllated wit.h self-opinion. Have I, in this congregation, any who 
boast in heraldry, a long succession of illustrious names which has en
nobled their pedigree? There are people who seem to think that the 
world is hardly good enough for them to tread 'Upon, as if they were made 
of china, while other men are moulded but of common clay; they look 
down upon the public as an ignoble herd, and speak of the masses as the 
"many-headed " and the "great unwashed ; " while such an one will play 
the parasite to his own dear self, passionately cherish his own conceits, 
and petulantly hold that whatever belongs to him is better than anyone 
else can procure for love or money, be it his house, or his horse, the water 
from his well, or the wine from his cellar. At his wit let all inferiors laugh: 
to his creed let all who would receive his patronising nod do obeisance: 
In stately isolation he will acknowledge no rival. Knowest thou, man, 
that iu one respect thou hast a veritable pre-eminence; thou mayest fairly 
challenge all thy fellows for one whose disposition the Lord hates more than 
He abhors thine. Among the seven abominations your order ranks highest. 
No liar or murderer can claim a pre-eminence over you in vice so long as 
the Proverbs stand. Ere long the heel of the Almighty shall be lifted 
higher than thy haughty head. He will cast thee down, be thy look never 
so proud; for the Lord hath purposed it to stain the pride of all glory;and 
to bring into contempt all the excellency of the earth. There is, again, an 

. arrorrance of mind, of judgment, of opinion, just as ignorant-if not quite 
so g;otesque-as his who dreams that his birth is of higher caste and hia 
blood of richer hue than other men. Humanity in the bulk is the idol of 
some people; and yonder I see the man who quotes himself as an illustrious 
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specimen. He does not believe in the total depravity of human nature. 
Judging by himself, the statement that the whole head is sick and the 
whole heart faint, is a myth; or if it were ever true of a recreant Jew, it 
never was a fair indictment against such an orthodox Christian as he is. 
No, no; He has kept the law; he feels that in all things he is blameless; 
he has not erred, neither will he humble himself before the word that God 
speaks to us. In the opinion of such, the Gospel that we preach is very good 
for harlots, thieves, and drunkards, but it is of no use to the righteous, to 
those who have put down their natnes among those who need no repentance. 
Admirable in their conduct, their temper amiable, and generous in their dis
position, a salvation by free-grace would be wasted on them. The Lord will 
abase thee, be th0u man or woman, whosoever thou mayest be ; He will 
shame th~e; the axe is getting ready to be laid at thy root even now. Thy 
goodness is not God's goodness, and thy righteousness is not Christ's 
righteousness, therefore shall the moth consume it, and it shall be eaten 
away. Or it is my friend yonder, a working-man. He says, "\Yell, you 
know I work as hard as anybody, and I bring up my children as well as I 
can; I have nothing from the parish, and I am always generous; if I sec 
a poor fellow out of work I always give him something; and as long as I 
have bread to eat I always see to my poor mates, though I have not much 
to give away, and I do not think it is right to tell me that I am not going 
to heaven." .Ah! the Lord will deprive you of such boasting, for He will 
bring down all these high trees. You that have any righteousness of your 
own, whether you be rich or poor, the same word will apply to you all. 
What mattereth it whether you are born of princes, or the offspring of 
beggars, pride will nestle in any heart, and pride and presumption will take 
advantage of any circumstances. If you boast of your own righteommess, 
whoever you may be, the Lord putteth His arrow to His bow, and He will 
surely smite you through the loins. Perhaps I may address some person
though such good folks do not often come here-who says, "\Vell, I am a 
member of the orthodox and true Church; I have been baptized, and I 
have been confirmed after the most proper and orthodox manner; I receive 
the Lord's Supper on all fit and proper occasions. Nobody can find any 
fault with me. All through Lent I have fasted-except that his Grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Pope of these days. I suppose, had the 
privilege of giving a dispensation, so that those good souls who venture to 
laugh and be happy when the Prince and Princess pass through our streets, 
may go to heaven for all that; they are allowed a plenary indulgence to 
enjoy themselves. They would hardly have ventured to cease from fasting 
that day if it had not been for that dispensation. The clergyman, says our 
high friend, from whom I take the sacraments, has gone through the right 
thing in the right way; from the best priestly hand, too, he has received 
the apostolical ordination, and the altar where I worship, is it not garnished 
with rich needlework, and adorned with many precious stones, and is not 
its darkness illuminated with fine candles. How tasteful the architecture ; 
how decorous the congregation; how enchanting the music. There are 
none of your rough, wild notes, that give vent to the feelings. Our orglt.Il 
is the perfection ol mechanism, and it is played with the utmost skill. Our 
professional singers perform their parts with dramatic taste. Our litanies 
are wailed out in plaintive tones. \Ve do the thing in the right style; and 
lls I am o member of a c1rnrch of the straitest sect, I believe I must neccs• 
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sarily inherit eternal life.'' From thy towering imaginations, 0 man, tho11 
shall speedily totter, for God will cast thee down, P.s surely as thou livest, 
for there is no boasting even of our orthodoxy, or of our attention to religious 
formalities that shall ever be allowed to abide His judgment. The Lord 
bath set His face against all boastings, and all confidences other than a 
trust in the Cross, and a holy reliance on the finished work and righteous
ness of Jesus Christ. 

Or shall .it fare better with another class, more numerously represented 
among our occasional hearers. There is my friend over yonder, who says, 
".Well, well, I do not believe in form.sand ceremonies; but, mark you, I 
alw;i.ysjudge and weigh everything." He estimates himselfas an independent 
thinker ; he is bound by no precedents, fettered by no creeds, and considers 
that he is amenable to no judgmont but his own. He owns no lord but his 
own conscience, no duty but such as he prescribes himself, and as for 
wisdom, lie looks with indifference on all things whatsoever that his private 
judgment has not endorsed. Moreover, he doubts the inspiration- of tho 
Bible, and has his misgivings as to the authenticity of som-e parts of it. 
He .indulges a little suspicion as to the Deity of Christ, and as to the doc
trines of grace ; he professes muc~ intelligencp, but he exhibits gross 
negligence. Strong in his self-assertion, he makes light of the Word of 
God, and the will of God, while he holds prophets and apostles in little 
esteem_ Ah! well, brother, God is against you, He will make a fool of 
you one of these days, if you we so wise as to exalt yourself a.hove His 
revelation. He will pull the feathers from you upon which you plume 
yourself so much, and set you naked to your shame. The wodd shall see 
your folly. I tell thee, captious questioner, that the Lord will bring thee 
down. ·• Tut, tut, tut, I do not believe in any of these things," exclaims 
the successful merchant; "I say the best thing is to push ahead on one's 
own account; I mean to save II).oney, to get rich, to 1·ise in the world the 
same as others -have done who have made ca,pital of their own wits, and 
taken care of their own interest. This Li the religion of ma&y people; their 
creed being that God will help those who help themsttlves. In. their 
account the highest wisdom is to attend to this world, and as for the world 
to come, they consider it the best policy to ignore it. To the statutes of 
the Lord they give no heed. E:vidently you see no R()e<l. to depend on God, 
with a stout pan: of arms anii a good clear brain, you are confident you ca.n. 
make your own way in the world. Will you prosper, sh-? I tell yon no; for 
Godis~ainstyou. The Lord will bring you down; and whetheritbestrength 
of limbs and lungs, or strength of brain and intellect by cunning works or 
scheming plans, He will lay you level with the dust ere long, and y-ou sha.11 
know that he who exalteth himself against his Maker maketh a sor.ry adven
ture, in which he shall surely meet with disaster and everlasting confusion. 

Time wo:t;ld fail me, albeit in an assembly like this, I might go on to 
select the high trees. I might pick out one profossGr who is high becau.sfl 
of .hia wond~rfu~ experience; another who is lofty in his own .estimatio_n 
bECa.use of his _sm~ular clearness on every point of doctrine; t-he.n there 18 
our friend who brmgs a little tact and talent to enliven the followship; and 
a still more elevated individual who subscribes liberally to the eau~, and 
patronises it ostentatiously. Well, be he whe h.i may, to whoms~ver iu. 
this .place this tex.t shall apply, the Lord bath said it, and He wilt do it 
-" I will bring down the high trees," 
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II. Furthermore the Lord says,-" I will exalt the low tree.'' Here is 
a word of comfort to some who specially need it. You remember Joseph 
in the dungeon, Israel in Egypt, Hannah in the family of Elkanah, David 
when Samuel would have passed him by, Hezekiah when Sennacherib re
.buked him. Are not all these instances of God exalting•the low tree? We 
have no time to expatiate on them, though they are well worthy of atten
tive study, But rather now let us ask, where are the low trees here,among 
ourselves? Who are they? The low trees are those poor in spirit, those 
who think others better than they are themselves, who instead of carving 
their names high are willing to have them written low, because they feel 
they have nothing whereof to glory, nought wherein to boast. The low 
trees are the penitents, those who take their stand afar off with the publican, 
and say-" God be merciful to me a sinner;" you that feel your own weak
ness to do anything aright; you that feel your own worthlessnes& and are 
afraid that God will never hear your prayers-; you that are bowed very 
low with a sense of gunt and hardly dare to look up to the place where His 
honour dwelleth; you are th-e low trees, you are such as God e-xaltath. 
Yo-u. too, who tremble at His word, who when you see the threatening, 
tremble lest it should be executed upon you; who wheu you: hoar the pw
mise hardly think it possible that such a great promise can belong to you 
-you are the low trees-God shall exalt you·. Yon that feel your ignorance 
and are willing to be instructed; you that are made like children, and are 
ready to sit at the feet of Jesus, and to learn of Him ; you that have- been 
broken in pieces till you feel that if God were to give yon eve,!l a crumb- of 
mercy, it would be more than you deserve, and are willing to · take that 
crumb of mercy in His own way just as He is pleased to give it-you are 
the low trees. And you that are despised, poor Christians, that walk in 
darkness and see no light ; you that are sl1;mdered fol' Christ's sake; you 
to whom bad names are given because you choose to follow Christ; you of 
whom the world is not worthy, and whom, on the other hand, the world 
accounts to be unworthy of its notice,-you are the low trees, and God 
shall exalt you. God grant us grace to humble onrselYes under His mighty 
hand. The Lord make us to be low trees ; and if we be 'low trees al.ready, 
and lowly in our own esteem, may He fulfil- His word in us, and comfort 
us now. The Lord exaltetb the low trees. ..I feel persuaded that I am 
addressing some to whom my text is peculiarly applicable as a word of 
consolation. Is there a soul among you that is ready to despair.-a low 
tree, so low that it can only compare itself to a bramble-bush. "\Yell, God 
dwelt in a bush. You may think that if He should have mercy upon all 
other men yet He must make an exception of yon, so aggravated are your 
offences, so depraved your disposition, and so alien to anything good is your 
natural temperament. Oh! bless the Lord! He exalteth the low tree. 
If this voice can reach now any humble, fearful, broken-lwarled soul, even 
though that soul should say it is too good to be true, yet, in G~d's name, let 
me assure you it is God's message to you. Rejoice, yea sing unto your 
God, for He will lift up the poor from the dunghill, while He casteth down 
the mighty from the seats of th'eir pomp and their places of power. 

III. The Lord has. also deelared that " He will dry np the green -tree.'' 
Whether that green tree be high or low it does not matter, if it be green in 
itself He will cut it down. Mark you, a man may be as high as heaven, if 
it is God that makes him high he will stand; but ifhe be high in creature• 
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strength, and creature-merits, and creature-glory, he shall be brought 
down; and a man may be as low as he likes 2nd never be exalted, if he is 
OJMY low in his own meanness and beggarly spirit. That is not the spirit 
of lowliness that God blesses. In like manner a man may be green because 
he is planted by the rivers of God's living waters, that is healthy enough; 
but those that are like the green bay tree of the Psalmist, trees growing in 
.their own soil, never transplanted by grace, green in the verdure of worldly 
pro3perity, and taking all their delight in earthly things-those are the 
trees God will dry up. Many I know of this kind t They profess to 
be God's people, and they say, '' ,veil, I never have any anxiety about my 
eternal state, I do not see why I should ever have any doubts ot fears. I 
l1ave no prickings of conscience; I do not know what people mean when 
.they sing," 'Tisa point they long to know, oft H causes anxious thought." 
This green tree boasts " that its leaves never fade, that its evidences are 
always bright." "They have no changes, therefore they fear not God.'' 
" They have not heen emptied from vessel to vessel." They have no cares, 
they walk confidently, they talk arrogantly, they smile disdainfully ahome 
of God's people who groan over their infirmities and bemoan their sins. 
Perhaps they go the length of protesting that they have-no vices, and 
do no wrong; or if not, they will say, "Why,.as for me, I have overcome 
all my bad habits and made amends for all my youthful follies and indis
cretions, and if I have any infirmities they are only such as are natural 
to all men, and they do not cause me any trouble." Then he turns round 
and rails on this wise, "I cannot think how some of God's people can do 
as they do.'' No, he is such a blessed, heavenly-minded hypocrite, that 
after he has condoned his own crimes he condemns other people's customs; 
and he holds up the severity of his judgment as a proof of the integrity 
of his character. He makes broad fringes to his own garment, and he 
cannot think how good men can wear such narrow fringes to theirs; he has 
a wide phylactery, and he cannot imagine how a godly man can wear a 
smaller one; he prays an hour-and-a-half at the corner of the street, he 
cannot think that any man is godly who prays for ten minutes in his 
closet; he sounds a trumpet and gives away three-halfpence to the poor; 
he cannot understand people when they give away ten pounds or a hundred 
pounds in the cause of religion, he thinks they must have mercenary 
motives. He might stand up and say, "Look at me if you want to see 
what a man should be, how a Christian should live, and what his manner, 
and conduct, and conversation should be," Behold the man who counts 
himself the paragon of perfection. Have you never met with such g_reen 
trees? I have. These people feed without fear, and mock without motive. 
They laugh at the idea of Paul's apprehension, when he said '' I keep 
under my body, Ies_t, after having preached to others, I myself should be 
a cast-away.'' They think such fears inconsistent with the doctrine of 
final perseverance, though in this they are mistaken. A man may know 
that a true believer will persevere and yet be very much afraid that he 
shall not himself hold out, because he may suspect himself whether he is a 
true believer at all. This green tree is never troubled about the future; it is 
all right with him; he has launched upon a smooth, deceitful sea, and he 
believes it will be calm nntil he gets to the other side ; as for human 
weakness, he knows nothing at all about that. He hears God's children 
crying, " Who shall deliver us from the body of this death ? " and he looks 
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shocked ; he hears these people say they can do nothing, and he takes up 
another note and says, "I can do all things." By way ef extenuation he 
may put in the words, " through Christ who strengtheneth me," but they 
are heartlessly added as an appendix. The pith and force of the matter 
lie in the first clause of the sentence. The professor too, who is like this 
green tree, boasts his deep experience. Young Christi.ans he frowns at
he does not like young people. No, he would not have many young people 
in the Church, because they might adulterate it, and bring down its 
spiritual tone. As to doctrine he is profoundly learned ; " he can a hair 
divide, betwixt the west and north-west side," and he censures at once the 
man who does not understand all the points. He understands more than 
the Bible reveals; he has improved upon the Scriptures; and those who 
cannot get up to his standard of orthodoxy he despises. As for the poor, 
and meek, and sickly among the people of God, he, one of the strong ones, 
pushes then on on one side, and will give them no rest. If you have never 
seen any of these green trees, I have. Are there not here some green 
trees that God will dry up? There never was a man yet that had anything 
to boast of as his own, but God was sure to dry him up. You may let 
your life be green as emerald, but it shall be brown as March dust before 
long. You seek sap and nourishment from yourselves; you must wither if 
you do that. The spider's web-how soon it is blown away ; and well it 
may, because it cometh out of the spider's own bowels ; and everything 
that comes out of self, and lives on self, and hangs on self, and fattens on 
self, no matter how green it may be, verily, verily, it shall be dried up. 

IV. Lastly the Lord makes " the dry tree to flourish." There are some 
dry trees to be pitied in their present condition, yet to be congratulated on 
their prospects. I would not say a word to encourage doubting, but I 
would say a great many words to encourage doubters. How many of 
God's people may be fitly compared to a dry tree. They have little joy; 
they have not got to full assurance yet, and they sometimes think they 
never shall. They are often trembling. They arc afraid to say "My 
beloved is mine and I am His;'' and every night before they go to bed they 
feel such a consciousness of sin that they can hardly sleep ; in fact they 
could not sleep at all if they had not fled to the fountain and washed once 
more. They feel themselves so weak that where others go and think 
nothing of it they dare not trust themselves. They are afraid to go into 
temptation, and sometimes they feel their own weakness so much that they 
do not exert themselves as they ought, and hence their low spirits, their 
melancholy, and their mourning. They think they are of no use to the 
Church; sometimes they are half-inclined to suspect it was II mistake for 
them to be baptised, and that they were to blame for uniting themselves 
with the people of God. " Oh,'' say they, "If I be a lamb, I am the 
sickliest of the whole flock.'' A.nd besides this, were I an lieir of promise 
should I feel the assaults of sin as I do? or should I be so much the prey 
of indwelling corruption, and become so dry and withered? Do they 
retire to the closet to pray, hardly a word can they utter. They come to 
the assembly ~f believers, and though they do sing with their lips, 'the 
heart cannot sing as it would. There are times, too, when walking home 
they say, '' I go where others go, but I get no comfort; if I were really the 
Lord's should I be thus; if I did trust Christ should I ever be brought so 
low? Brethren, ifit is of ycrnr own bringing ah out that you are thus dry, I do 



DE$TR\l"CTION AND PROTECTION. 

·not offer you any comfort, but if the Holy Spirit has led you to see your 
wilakness, your nothingness, your deadness, then I am glad you have been 
brought to this pass, for God will cause the dry tree to flourish. ·when we 
are weak then are we strong. Young Christian, that is a lesson that you 
and I have to learn. When I first kn11w the Lord I confess I did not know 
much about the plague of my own heart, though I had passed through five 
years of sofomn and sorrowful conviction of sin. After I knew the Lord I 
remember saying that if there was one thing that was infinite besides 
God's goodnes;i it must be my own depravity. I recollect that within a 
week after I found liberty and rejoiced in the Lord, I would have crept 
into any mouse-hole to hide my head in very self-abasement. I could not 
say that He was mine. Though there are times with my soul now when I 
can preach to you of full assuranee, there are other times when I would 
change with the merest child that the Lord has, .if I might but have his 
evidences, and read my title as clear as he can his. Nor am I altogether 
sorry for this. Most gladly would I be a dry tree if God wi1l cause me to 
flourish; The death ·warrant is gone out from God against everything that 
is of the creature. Remember, all that is of nature's spinning must be 
unravelled; not your bad nature only, but your good nature; not your 
vices only, but your virtues; not your sins alone, but your graces; all these 
must be contemned and despised so far as you venture to put them in the 
place of Christ. You must cry" Away with them; away with them," as 
if they were so much dung and dross. Christ's blood only for our hope, 
the Spirit's work only for our life, stand here and we are safe. The dry 
tree by Divine grace shall flourish; the green tree deserted by the dew of 
He11,ven, shall dry up ; the low tree, fostered by the husbandman, shall 
mount even to the stars ; the high lree, eut down by the axe of judgment, 
shall lay outstretched along the plains of rum for ever. . 

I think I see the last great day. There is a greater forest than this; 
this is but one corner of it. I see that forest stretched over sea and land, 
over mountain and valley. It is a forest of men. There stand the 
Pharisees, the self-righteous, the tyrants, the autocrats of haughty mien, 
the men of profound intellect with lofty brows; the men that questioned 
God's government, the infidels who said "Atheos," and denied His being. 
I see the high trees, that towered to such an elevation, and attracted so 
much admiration ; and there, too, are the low trees contented to be low, 
for Christ of Nazareth was lowly. He, whose disciples they are, came 
riding on an ass even in the day of His highest earthly triumph. And now 
I hear the trumpet ring exceeding loud and long. Through the glades of 
that vast human forest the sound comes ringing broad and clear. " Smite! 
smite ! smite! and let all the high trees fall!'' Oh God, what a erash ! 
He smote great kings and slew famous kings ; for His meroy endureth for 
ever. He smites. ·what, another crash! the orthodox who rested in their 
orthodoxy; and the selfrighteous men-0.ud women fall there, yonder the 
philosophic Atheist, and here the scoffing sceptic; there th6 haughty 
persecutor, and there again the pompous priest and the pretentious cere
monialist. Gather them, gatJ1er them, g11,ther the~; in Tophet ordained of 
old, pile them together, cedar upon oak, and elm upon fir, gather them 
together; pile them on,"pile them up ; let the breath of the Lord, like a 
stream of brimstone, ~ome upon the mighty pile. It is the funeral pyre 
of the giants. There hes the dead body of sin, and here comes the livillg 
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spouse of sin, to be immolated upon that same pile. Her name is Pride. 
Shi comes and clasps her husband. The great transgression and the evil 
imagination, together they lie down, and the flames rise up. Now the 
cedars that were full of resin give forth their flame, and the sparks go up 
to heaven, and the flames even unto the throne of God, whilst I hear the 
voices of multitudes singing-" Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! for 
thou hast judged the great whore, even Prid.-, and thou hast given her up 
to be burned with fire! Hallelujah! Hallelujah l Hallelujah!" But what 
of you, what of you, that will be faggots to that great burning? What of 
you, proud sons of men, that will be fuel to that flame ? Turn ye, turn ye ! 
Fly ye to Christ, and then you shall stand and join the s@ng-" Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah ! '' while their smoke goeth up for ever and ever. 
•• Be wise now therefore, 0 ye kings : be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear and r~joice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest 
He be angry, and ye perish from the way when His wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him.'' Oh that we ell 
may be found among the humble-not the haughty-in our present life, 
and that we may be gathered among the blessed, not destroyed among 
those whom the Lord abhorreth in our future destiny. Amen. 

ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

DY· JABEZ BURNS, D.P., LL.D, 

No. t.-SOME OF THE FATIIERS.-CY
l'.B.lAN OF CARTHAGE, AND AMDROSE 

OF MILAN. 

OF the ministry ·or many of the 
Apostles we have not a single sen
tence of information. They bore 
the blood-stained banner of mercy 
to the various nations of the earth, 
and, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
they _extended the Kingdom of 
Christ among the diverse peoples of 
mankind. Most of them died in 
harness, and obtained the glorious 
crown of martyrdom. Their im
mediate successors were doubtless 
men of a similar spirit, and wouM 
follow closely in their wa~e, testi
fying earnestly and plainly the 
things pertaining to the Gospel of 
Christ. 

They were distinguished for the 

holiness of their lives, their devoted
ness to the great work, and their 
sacrifice of all things for the honour 
and glory of Christ. They preachecl 
that sinners might be awakened, 
convinced, and truly converted; and 
then that, as believers and disciples, 
they might be built up in all Christ
ian knowledge, and in all the graces 
and virtues of spiritual life. Ora
tory, simply as sueh, was not made 
a chief study by the earliest of the 
Fathers, but when we reach the 
period of Cyprian of Carthage, in 
the third century, we have sufficient 
e'l'idence of considerable literary 
culture, as well as powerful eloquent 
speaking. 

In his day fearful abuses had 
risen in the Church, and a thorough 
reformation was indispensable to ita 
very existence. A.t length a terrible 
plague broke out, and then both 
professions and principles were 
thoroughly tested. His lttbollffl, 
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sacrifices, and zeal, now told amaz
ingly on the people. It was a crisis 
fit for the display of the loveliest as
pects of Christianity ; its brotherly 
love ; its heroism in suffering ; and 
the power of its glorious hopes. 
The Church awoke into life, and 
gladdened and blessed the plague
stricken city. The sick and dying, 
Christian and Heathen, were tended; 
the dead- buried; the famished
fed ; and an incense perfume of life 
and immortality breathed from the 
sanctuary through the tainted 
air. 

Cyprian was the soul of this 
movement of mercy, which was twice 
blest, blessing not only its objects 
but its agents, by making them for
get their own w'oes in ministering to 
others, and exchange the morbid 
gloom and inaction of sorrow for the 
healthful and gladsome throb of 
heart, which is the never failing 
concomitant of active benevolence. 
His success in this noble work was 
due, in great measure, to his know
ing his place and keeping it, and 
keeping all others in theirs. His 
work was to get resources, to procure 
labourers, to find them work, and 
keep them at it. He was bishop, 
overseer, superintendent, and he 
knew that he could do more by 
planning and preaching than by 
carrying with his own hand medi
cine or food to the houses of the 
sick and hungry. He left such 
ministries to his presbyters, deacons, 
and beadles. He was daily in the 
pulpit, and amid farewells to the 
dying, and sounds of frantic mourn
ing for the dead, rung out the clear 
soul-stirring tones of his voice like 
that of an angel of mercy. His 
words filled with light and music 
that sad scene of sorrow and death; 
they bore the fire of his spirit into a 
thousand hearts, and set them aglow 
with the flame with which he burned, 
He was liberal of his own money, 

but a thousand times more was 
needed than he could give; he was 
willing to devote his personal efforts, 
but it was little that one pair of 
hands and feet could do. 

He had, however, what the crisis 
needed-an eloquent tongue that 
opened the purses of the rich, and 
obtained the services of the poor_ 
Never was oratory employed in a 
better cause, or crowned with more 
success. Nowhere can we find a, 
more pleasing proof that the pulpit 
might easily lead the vanguard of 
all philanthropic movements, and 
that the Christian orator can bring 
forces into play which are beyond 
the reach of others. The circum
stances of his death are thus re
corded.-When the pro-consul read 
aloud, "It is the will of this court 
that Thascius Cyprianus be imme
diately beheaded,'' the martyr re
plied "Thanks be to God!" and a 
shout arose from the crowd, "We 
will die with him.'' He was marched 
at once to the place of execution, a 
field near Sexti, under a strong es
cort. It was a plain, thinly planted 
with trees, which many of the im
mense concourse that had collected 
climbed, to see their bishop die. 
He laid aside his cloak and knelt 
down in prayer, then rising took off 
another upper garment, ordered 
twenty-five gold pieces to be given 
to the trembling executioner, bade 
him do his office quickly, covered 
his face with his hands, and calmly 
a.waited the fatal stroke. 

His death was worthy of his life. 
His brave soul passed away exult
ing in the glory of having won the 
martyr's crown after manfully and 
zealously finishing his work, and 
doing as much for the Church in 
his brief episcopate of ten years, as 
probably all the rest of his contem
poraries put together. 

Ambrose of Milan was elected 
Bishop in the room of Aux.entius. 
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and he soon became a great power 
both in the pulpit and out of it. 

His zeal was most intense, and 
his spirit burned with fervid emo
tions for the purity of truth, and for 
the extension of godliness. A fair 
and candid reviewer of his life, says, 
"He constantly urged on his hearers 
the careful study of the Scriptures. 
'Meditate,' he says in one of his 
homilies, 'on the faw the whole 
day; you must not run through it 
cursorily. If you wish to buyafield,if 
you are purchasing a house, you 
take into your counsel a man of 
skill, and carefully consider what is 
right, lest you should happen in any 
_point to be mistaken. But own 
that the question is of your own 
purchase and price, consider what 
you are, and what credit you have. 
What do you gain! Not land, 
money or gems, but Jesus Christ, 
to whom no price or ornament can 
be compared. Take as your coun
sellors, Moses, Isaiah, J eremiab, 
Peter, Paul, John, and the greatest 
counsellor of all, Jesus the Son 
of God, that you may gain the 
Father.'' 

By a fine spiritual instinct, by a 
soundness of heart rather than 
clearness of bead, be was led to 
give a prominent place to those 
evangelical truths that were mixed 
up with the theological rubbish of 
the time. But not being of a spec· 
ulative cast, and being called to 
teach others before be was taught 
l1imself, he took up the orthodoxy 
of the day as he found it, and the 
utmost that he in his own estimation, 
the least of all Bishops hoped, was 
to master the prevalent doctrinal 
ideas. Amid his incessant and 
varied labours, he seems to have 
heard in bis soul the music of 
wonderful melodies, at least he 
wrote sacred hymns which have all 
a:ppearance of having-

Gushed from his heart, 
As showers from the clouds of summer, 
Or tears to the eyelids start. 

Augustine, in bis confessions, gives 
us a snatch of one of them. 

Overcome with sorrow at his 
mother's death, after having in vain 
sought relief from his anguish, he 
threw himself on the bed and fell 
asleep; on awaking he thought of 
the lines he bad often heard sung 
in the cathedral of Milan-

" Creator of this wondrous whole, 
Ruler of earth and starry pole, 
Thou robcst the day in beauteous light, 
And dower'st with gTateful sleep th& 

night, 
That the weary refreshed at labour's call, 

llfay riso from sweet Tepose. 
That tho load from the jaded mind may 

fall, 
The heaTt forget'its woes." 

He preached every Sabbath, and 
the fame of bis eloquence spread 
far and wide. It is a proof of its 
artistic excellence, that Augustine 
was charmed by it at the time he 
was regarding the Gospel with the 
cold disdain of scepticism ; but by
and-by, he tells us that his inward 
exclamation from being," Howfine," 
became "How true.'' The influence 
of Ambrose's preaching on Augus
tine is enough alone to immortalise 
it. His deficiency in theological 
knowledge he supplied by earnest 
devotion to study. Augustine tells 
us that he repeatedly found him 
buried in a book on calling on him, 
all being permitted to enter without 
announcement, and that loth to 
disturb him, he would go away with
out speaking. It was no disad
vantage to him that be did not pass 
from the schools of rhetoric dire.et 
to the pulpit, but spent an interme
diate stage amid the din of the 
Forum, The knowledge of the 
world, and the practical training in 
public speaking be thus acquired 



98 ESSAYS AND PA.PBRS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS. 

were invaluable. This holy servant 
of the Master, finished his course 
and workinS27,aged64. We see how 
ennobling is a living Christianity, 
and ~ow the Divine grace is magni
fied In the self-sacrificing toils and 
devoted fidelity of the preaehers of 
the Cross. 

CHRIST .AND ZACCHEUS. 

BY BEV. G. SEAR. 

Luke :xfl:. 1-10. 

JBsus entered and passed through 
Jericho. The entrance of Jesus ex
cited the interest of the populace, 
and large numbers of them turned out 
to see andhea.rthis new and probably 
unexpected visito:i.. The people then, 
asnow, were easily excited, and fond 
of novelty. One man, at least, was 
deeply interested. A man who held 
an important office in the city, the 
chief of the tax-gatherers, and also 
rich. This man sought to see Jesus. 
It was something more than mere 
curiosity that excited the interest of 
Zaccheus. There were pulsations 
and feelings of a deeper character 
than the mere gratification of seeing 
the stranger ; probably Zaccheus 
could hardly account for the im
pulse; could not himself define or 
express it; rmt Jesus recognises the 
smallest grain of faith, and acknow• 
ledges and encourages the feeblest 
effort to see and know Him, There 
cannot be a nobler purpose in the 
human breast than the desire to see 
Jesus, and these spiritual impulses 
a.re recognised by Him eve:a before 
we know them ourselves. Probably 
Zaccheus was as much astonished 
~ any of the crowd when Jesus J::.ed up aD.d B&W and spako to 

, . '. Iu had heard of Jesus; The first 
)~-0f Jeq,UIJ deeply affects our 

relationship to Him, inasmuch as it 
is the .first step toward om; reception 
or rejection of Christ. Having 
heard of Jesus we cannot 1·emain 
there ; we must either go on to see 
and know, to love and serve Him, 
or turn away and reject Him. The 
hearing begat in the breast of Zac
cheus the desire to see, and at this 
point he encountered his first diffi
culty·; desired, but " could not," 
because he was small o( stature. 
Those who desire to see Jesus soon 
find the first difficulty, soon reach 
the point where our littleness, or our 
unbelief, or our sinfulness stands in 
the way, and we stand before it, 
desiring, but cannot. 

How much depends upon the way 
in which we meet this .first difficulty 
in coming to Christ. One whole 
life may be affected by it ; we may 
turn back at first sight of it, and so 
quench the spark of desire until it 
dies in our breast, and we lose the 
golden opportunity, and end our life 
without seeing or knowing Jesuit; 
or we may bravely face the difficulty 
and conquer. Zaccheus boldly met 
it, made an effort to overcome, and 
conquered. There is hope of the 
man whose heart isstirred with true 
passion to get a view of Christ. He 
may sometimes exceed the bounds of 
propriety, and may thus excite some 
amount of ridicule, and even scorn. 
Perhaps Zaccheus did. The chief 
of the publicans, and the richest 
man in the city, climbing a tree in 
the public thoroughfare might be 
considered an impropriety, but the 
object was worthy !J,nd oommen~ab_le. 
We can bear a few improprieties 
where there is a deep and earnest 
desire to see and know Jesus. 

When Jesus passed by, H,e looked 
up and saw him, and knew him; 
knew the thoughts of his heart. 
Jesus lookecl; He saw; He spaiq) 
words of encouragement. He ia 
constantly looking out for anxiona 
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souls. Our anxiety may not be 
known to others. Our dearest 
friends may be unacquainted with 
it, but Jesus sees what is passing 
in our hearts. Zaccheus was as 
much astonished as any man when 
Jesus, looking up, said," Zaccheus, 
come down." He might have said 
in reply, "How knowest thou me? " 
Zaccheus had felt a desire to know 
.Him ; even, perhaps, to entertain 
Bim; but like many other inquirers 
after Jesus, he could not invite him. 
Here again, is another difficulty, 
ihat of diffidence. Jesus meets this 
at once, and sets him at ease. 
"Come down, for to-day I must 
abide at thy house.'' Jesus is even 
tnore ready to make our hearts His 
home than we are to receive Him. 

" He made haste and came down, 
and received him joyfully.'' 

The man who ran to see Jesus 
was very likely to make haste to re
ceive him. When our desires are 
fully realised we are joyful, and we 
baste to the fullest measure of en
joyment. So Zaccheusmadehaste. 

The presence of Jesus opens the 
heart of Zaccheus, as the flower 
opens its petals to the summer sun. 
In the presence of Christ, Zaccheus 
opens his heart towards the poor, 
even to the half of his goods, and 
also to make a fourfold restitution to 
those he had wronged. 

THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

DY SCRUTATOR, 

CHAPT&il IV.-Nr. Stirling. 

As we ~ve for the reader's profit, 
given him an insight into the 
eharacter of the Church Meetin~s 
held by the Ba'ptisi Churc.11 m 

We are not much surprised that 
there should have . been murmuring 
Rmong the people when Jesus went. 
to be his guest. They said "he was 
a sinner," but Jesus, who saw far
ther than the people, said he was a 
son of Abraham, not merely by birth, 
but because in him was found tha 
germ of like precious faith by which 
Abraham became the friend of God. 
" This day is salvation come to this 
house, for the Son of Man is come 
to seek and to save that which was 
lost." 

Reader, Jesus is passing by. Is 
there in your heart a desire to see 
and know Him? Are you hesit.atmg 
be fore the first difficulty ? Are you 
saying, if things were different, I 
might be a disciple? Does your 
litUeness, your position, your sinful, 
ness, stand in the way? Do not 
turn aside. Meet it boldly; it is not 
insurmountable. Face it; attempt 
to overcome it, and you will conquer. 
You may have to make some sacri
fices, peradventure to incur some 
blame. Some may murmur, some 
may scorn; but Jesus will look, and 
see, and speak,-yea more, he will 
come and dwell in your heart, and 
bring all the blessings of salvation. 
" He will not break the bruised reed 
or quench the smoking flax,'' but will 
reeognise the spark of faith and fan 
it to a flame. Halstead. 

Grumbletown, it may not be out- of 
place if we attempt now to pave the 
way for giving him a little further 
information relativ..e,. to the causes 
that operated, unhappily, to make 
those ,meetings what they were. 
That they were :ii.at always of such 
a questionable ol}aracter is proved 
J)y :several iDteresting > entries re-
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corded in the church book. When 
the little band of baptized believers 
agreed to be formed into a Church, 
-after Gospel order, and met for 
worship in a small room, their 
meetings were invar-iably spiritual, 
pleasant, and profitable. Their 
songs were songs of gladness, their 
prayers were prayers of the heart ; 
and as often as the ·word was 
preached it was accompanied with 
"the demonstration of the Spirit and 
with power." United in feeling and 
in action, each individual made his 
or her influence felt for good, and 
thus, to use the words of one of 
the oldest members, '' the little room 
was to them often like a palace, for 
the glory of God appeared to be in 
their midst.'' Prompted by this 
harmonious spirit and loving action, 
they had, though comparatively few 
and poor, set to work to build their 
new chapel, and through being in 
good repute amongst their neigh
bours, were helped financially be
yond their utmost expectations. It 
was hoped then that a new tide of 
spiritnal prosperity would set in, 
and that the cause would do more 
than ever towards the extension of 
the Redeemer's Kingdom. But this 
hope was not destined to be realised. 
The chapel had not been opened 
many months before a series of pain
ful conflicts ensued, that tended 
rather to retard the extension of 
Christianity than to promote it. 
~ow this came to pass, the reader 
will learn shortly from a. detailed 
conversation that took place in the 
house of one of Mr. Ernest's 
hearers. 

In taking stock of his con!Il"ega· 
tion, Mr. Ernest soon discove~ed a 
constant hearer with whom he 
wished to become acquainted. To 
Deacon Cherry he therefore applied 
for information. " ·wm you please 
inform me, Mr. Cherry, who that 
gentleman is whose wife and family 

occupy the pew before your 
own?" 

"Oh! that is Mr. Stirling. Ha 
is one of the most intelligent 
hearers y(lu have. He was formerly 
a member of the Church ; but he 
threw up, like a good many more, 
because he got tired of the Church's 
ways and doings. You have never 
spoken to him then?" 

"I have merely shaken hands 
with him at the close of the service. 
He seems a very superior kind of 
man.'' 

"And he is, too. Ho knows a deal, 
for he has been well educated and 
is a great reader. Yon should go to 
his house and see what a large 
library he has. He thinks for him
self, and can talk like a lawyer. And 
lie has such a good-natured, merry 
wife; it's as good as listening to a 
piece of music to hear her laugh. I 
reckon 'em to be two of the best 
people that come to our chapel. ·wish 
we had more such like." 

"How many children have they?'' 
" Four : two boys and two girls; 

a nice match, and all of 'em the 
image of either father or mother. 
A.nd Mr. Stirling is fond of 'em. 
Don't know hardly what he would do 
if he was to lose one. Hejumps and 
frolics with 'em at home as if they 
were so many lambs, and he loved to 
see 'em frisk and gambol. A rare 
good father he is, and no mistake. 
He says, as for him, 'there's no 
place like home,' and if you were to 
see him enjoying himself at home 
with his family, you would have 
plenty of proof of it." 

"Is he a generous man, Mr. 
Cherry?'' 

"Generous ! I should think he is. 
He isn't rich, but just middling, and 
employs a few' hands.' His neio-h
bours and workpeople give him"' a 
first-rate character for being a • poor 
man's friend,' and when I hear that 
of a man it always makes me think 
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well of him. I know how good he 
is to poor widows and orphans and 
bed-ridden folk; for when, as a dea
con, I have visited 'em, the tales 
they have told me about his kindness 
to them in the hour of distress, would 
have ma.de your eyes water. And 
then he gives to good causes, too, 
and the best of all, makes no boast 
on't. You don't often see his name 
on a subscription list, but the sum is 
there, and may be a fairish sum too, 
and that's the main thing. It's not 
the name people want, but the 
figure. When I see at the head of 
one of our subscription lists, 'A 
Friend, £5,' I don't need anybody 
to tell me who tp.at friend is. Says 
I that's one as doesn't want his left 
hand to know what his right hand's 
doing. Somefolks, when they give 
or do anything extra, make such a 
fuss about it, that they always re
mind me of cackling hens. When 
one of 'em lays an egg, you know 
what she will do ; she will cackle 
over it loud enough to be heard by 
a good part of the parish. It's just 
so with these cackling Pharisees. 
Only let 'em give a. small subscrip
tion to a society, or make somebody 
a little present, and they will trum
pet it abroad to get people to praise 
'em, until those who hll,ve had the 
misfortune to have it wish they had 
never received it. But Mr. Stirling's 
none o' that sort.'' 

"Does he take any part in public 
affairs?'' 

"Not much; he just lectures a 
bit, and takes the chair now and 
then. But he never lectures for 
money. He gives his lectures gratis 
to help poor causes or good societies 
when they've a balance the wrong 
side. And, now I think on't, he has 
promised to give us a lecture before 
long to help us to get up our interest 
for the chapel debt ; so, if you want 
to become acquainted with him, just 
drop in and see him, and ask him 

when it will be convenient for him 
to come and serve us. It won't be 
a bad introduction for you; take the 
hint.'' 

The reader hardly need be told 
that Deacon Cherry'a hint was 
quickly taken, and not only were 
satisfactory arrangements made for 
the delivery of the lecture, b11-t a 
cordial invitation was also given to 
Mr. and l\frs. Ernest to come to Mr. 
Stirling's hospitable mansion at an 
early date, and" take a plain cup of 
tea," which invitation was as cordi
ally accepted. 

The day fixed for the visit havlng 
arrived, a pleasant walk of two miles 
into the country brought the pastor 
and his wife within a few hundred 
yards of their new friends' resi• 
dence, which they found to be a 
tastefully-built brick house of me
dium size, with a neat flower garden 
in front, and a large kitchen garden 
behind. 

'' See, Lucy," said ~Ir. Ernest, 
"that is the house, and there is Mrs. 
Stirling looking out for us at the 
door. And, actually, she is c)ming 
to meet us.'' 

" Oh, I am so glad to see you. 
Come on. We hoped you would · 
come in good time." 

'' Thank you, Mrs. Stirling. Itis 
very pleasant to receive such a hearty 
reception. You have not even 
waited for us to knock at the door." 

'' That shows how welcome you 
are, doesn't it? Now, Mr. Ernest, 
step in and hang your hat up, and 
then take your seat in the easy 
chair by the fireside while I attend 
to Mrs. Ernest. Mr. Stirling will 
soon be in, and the boys and girls too, 
and then we shall have noise enough, 
so make yourself as comfortable as 
you can until they come.'' 

Mr. Ernest found this advice 
easy to follow. A few minutes had 
hardly elapsed, before Mr. Stirling 
entered the room, accompanied 
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by his four children, and also two 
of their cousins. "We have just 
been having a good romp in the 
fields, Mr. Ernest, and these young 
folks have nearly tired me out; but 
it hasgivenme anexcellent appetite 
for tea, and I trust your long walk 
will have done the same good service 
for you." 

" "\Ve believe it has, sir, and in a 
little time you may have demonstra
tive evidence of it." 

" Very good, Then let us all 
draw up to the table and commence 
operations. Now, children, settle 
down in your proper places ; there 
is plenty of room for us all, and 
more too, if they were here.'' 

No second invitation was needed. 
Such a table was worth drawing up 
to, To have sung over it that 
favourite verse of the mela.ncholy 

" Lord, what a wretched land is this, 
That yields us no supplies," 

would have been a most ludicrous 
blunder. 

"We th:,mk Thee, Lord, for this our 
food," 

was evidently far more appropriate. 
Roast fowl and bacon, pork pie, 
hot and cold cakes, pikelets soaking 
in butter, saus:i,ge rolls, jam tarts, 
plum cake, biscuits, cream almost 
thick enough to be cut with a knife, 
and black tea steaming in the small 
tea-urn - all seemed to say to 
hungry palates, " eat, drink and be 
merry." Not to do justiee to so 
many savoury viands, would in-

PRAYER FOR PARENTS. 
AN earnest request is being mnde to 

many pastors of Churches to remember 
in their public prayers tho special 
:iieeds of Christian pnrents in tho godly 
upbringing of their children, There 

deed have been a sin of omission; 
at least Mr. Stirling said so, and it 
was evident that all present believed 
him. Several plates soon showed 
symptoms of gradual decline or 
rapid consumption, and when all had 
been cleared away, to Mrs. Stirling's 
gratification, the unanimous verdict 
was given "that they had all en
joyed an excellent tea ; that they 
could not have had a better." 

" Now, Mr. Ernest, come with me, 
if you please, into the library; we 
will leave these young folks to enjoy 
their merry games, and also give 
the ladies an opportunity-for which 
I have no doubt they are ardently 
longing-of telling each other their 
secrets." 

" Most· likely Thomas, you want 
Mr. Ernest to go with you into the 
library that you may .talk over your 
secrets." 

Which was the correct version 
did not transpire. As Mr. Stirling 
merely gave a good-humoured laugh 
at his wife's cheerful and quick 
response, it may be taken for granted 
that he did not think she was far 
wrong. 

What the ladies' secrets were, 
the reader will have no desire to 
ascertain; but what transpiredinthe 
library he shall be made acquainted 
with in the next chapter. 

(To be continued.) 

ERRU.A.-On page 74, sixth line from tbo 
tap, far '· Member No. 8 would be glad if 
Member No 9," re&<! "Member No, i would 
be glad if Member No, 8,'' &e, 

can be no doubt that all right-minded 
parents feel deeply the need of fre
quent intercessory prayer on their be
half ; and it is hoped, therefore, that 
the request will ba in all cases '1'1lr'f 
heartily complied with. 
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In Memory of the late Rev. W. A. THOMAS, pastor of the Church worshipping 
at Peniel Tabernacle, Chalk Farm Road. Died February 1,873. Interred 
at Brompton Uem@tery. _ 

w ILLU.M aJlB.1,JLUI THOMAS, a man of men, 
I n many ways a wonder to himself, 
L earned in the doctrines of his Mastor; 
L earnod though self educatod, he was 
I n thought rare; sermonising clear ; 
A s a teacher instructive, as a preacher faithful, 
M any the numbor that will call him blest. 

A nd is he gone? It Mems but a dream. 
B efore his Maker he Rtands in spotless purity ; 
R ighteous made by Jesus, his life, his lovo, his all, 
A nd with Him for evermore eternally secm·e. 
Il ang not the head-weep not 
A s those without hope-bright shall be the 
M orn that shall witness the reunion of friends. 

T-hen shout, brethren, shout, fo1• surely we cause 
H allelujah to God and the Lamb; 
0 'er death and the grave triumphantly glorious, 
M aster to meet though through trouble he come; 
A nd we who survive him let it be ours so to live, 
S eparate from sin d:,ing, a like testimony leavo. 

W. P11U'IOCB:, 

Jtbittcs. 

'l'ht '1',·W$)J.nj of David. An Original 
Exposition of the Book of Psalms, 
with Illustrative Extracts, &c. By 
C. H. SPURGEON. Vols. I., II., III. 

TUE following r~forcnce to ~fr. Spur
geon's ,aluable work on the Psalms 
occurs in the recently published auto
biography of the lato Dr. l\Iorgan, of 
Belfast. [EDITOR B. M.J 

" I have spent my evenings this week 
in reading :.\Ir. Spurgeon's book on tho 
first twenty-six Psalms, a large volume, 
consisting of his exposition of each of 
the Psalms, with quotations from other 
writers, much more lengthened than 
his own comments. His exposition is 
truly good, sound, able, elegant, new, 
and altogether admit-able. There are 
many passages of the finest English 

eomposition, puro Saxon, simple, refined 
and clear as crystal. They are moro 
correct than his sermons, as might b<J 
expected, being carefully written by 
himself ; and yet they are no less 
spiritual, and practical, and popular. 
I trust they may lead to a more careful 
perusal and study of this portion of the 
Diviuo Word. The accompanying notes 
bulking very largo in the volume, ar~ 
most varied, and instructive, and inter
esting. This is the man who was 
accounted a few years ago ·unlearned 
and not sufficiently educated for th; 
Christian ministry. I never regarded 
such opinions of him otherwise than al 
the delusions of spiritual ignorance. I 
beliove him to be tho greatest power of 
any man of the present age." 
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A Mother in Israel; or, a Bri~f Memoir 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Chalcraft. ~Y. F. 
·w. BOURNE. London: Bible Christian 
Book Room, 57, Fairbank-street, 
East-road. 

OF all good and profitable reading, we 
reckon well written memoirs among the 
best. And this is a gem of excellent 
biography. The likeness opp~site the 
title-page bespeaks at once a kmd w?l• 
come. Born in Hants in 17fl2, she died 
in 1872, after a holy, happ,:- and. useful 
life in the hope of a glor10us immor
tality. The mem~ir is well writt_en, 
and interspersed with apt and tell~ng 
quotations, rendering it both pleas1;1g 
and edifying. We give it our cordial 
commendation. 

PERIODICALS AND P A:MPHLETS. 

The Gardeners' Magazine, «c., edi
ted by Shirley Hibberd, Esq., is worthy 
of all the good things we have said of 
it, and was never more ably conducted 
than now. 

l'heinterpreter. Part 15. Mr. Spur
geon pursues the course he laid down 
for the execution of this handsome and 
unique work for family worship. It 
cannot fail tQ be very acceptable to 
Christian families neading such helps. 

Swo,·d and Trowel, full of good solid 
articles. Not quite so vivacious as it 
is sometimes. 

Baptist 111 agazine is more politic_al 
and ecclesiastical than usual, but still 
in spiritual things an average number. 

Christian A,·mour contains se,era.l 
papers of a very superior order. 

The Hit-e is the Sunday-school 
Teachers' cheapest and ablest help. 

Tl,e Systematic Bible Teacher is 
deserving of a kindly reception. 

The Sunday School &former contain$ 
many special features of excellency, 
and we hope will be well sustained. 

l'he Ragged School Union :Magazine 
is a good and faithful exponent of that 
sphere of Christian activity. . 

The Appeal is adapted forfreemrcula
tion. 

Priestly Confession, ~-c. The sub
stance of an excellent Lecture by Rev. 
John Aldis, delivered at the Mechanics' 
Institute, Plymouth, is clear, sound and 
forcible. Such lectures should be 
delivered in all our chief towns. (Elliot 
Stock, ld.) 

A Plain Paper on P,·eaching. By the 
Rev. G. W. Butler, M.A. (Macintosh, 
2d.) Contains a -variety of useful and 
telling remarks. All preachers may 
read it with advantage. 

l'he Baptist. Earnest, faithful and 
true to its vocation. 

Old Jonathan ought to find favom· 
with all earnest minded evangelical 
Christians. 

The British Flag, filled with useful 
papers. 

Report of the Baptist College, Regent'.~ 
Park, for 1872-73. No School of 
tho Prophets is more worthy of the 
support of tho denomination than 
Regent's Park College, and we are 
delighted to see that they now supply 
five mission stations. 

Biblical Museum. Part 39. (Elliot 
Stock.) Wo renew our advice to all 
Sunday School Teachers', to possoss 
this invaluable commentary. 

iltanings among iqt j~eahcs. 
--dreamt the other night that:'! met 

HEAVEN .A NEW CREATION. with a man that I knew ha~ been 
I no feel grateful for the pains my dead some time, and I enqmred of 
Jesus has taken with me. I want him what kind of a place Heaven 
to love Him more and serve Him was. The answer was, " 'Tis a 
}Jetter. I want to have _brighter new creation," and doubtless that:ia 
views of an eternal state. I what Heaven will be.-Aun W. 
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NO CHANGE OF COMPANY. 

DR. PRESTON, when dyinct, exclaimed 
"Blessed be God, though I chang~ 
my place, I shall not change my 
company, for I have walked with 
God while living, and now I go to 
rest with God." 

HAPPY TO LIVE AND DIE 
IN CHRIST. 

JusT before Calvin died he wrote to 
a friend these words, "My respira
tion is difficult, and I am about to 
breathe the last gasp, happy to live 
and die in Jesus Christ, who is gain 
to all his children in life and death.'' 
He felt what Paul felt when he said 
'' For me to live is Christ, and t~ 
die is gain.'' Is this our life? Will 
this be our death? No life so 
happy l No death so glorious as 
this ! God grant that both may 
be ours. 

TALKING AND HAVING. 

DR. RIPPON said at the funeral of 
Mr. Ryland," \Ve talk of candour; 

"IT IS I, BE NOT AFRAID." 

"IT is I, be not afraid," though thy head 
is bound with woe, 

Though thy faithless soul is trembling 
and a cloud hangs o'er thee now • 

It is I, I never leave thee nor forsake 
thee all the way, 

Lift thine eyes, behold thy Sa,iour, 
soon tby night shall turn to day. 

" It is I, be not afraid," though thy 
ea:thly _treasure's gone, 

I took 1t,. child, that thou might'st have 
a brighter, better one ; 

hehadit.'.' This"'.asagreateulogium. 
To be fair, candid, honest, straight
forward, in all our transactions, and 
make all around feel that we are 
so, is to attain a God-honouring 
Christian character. Many talk 
about this virtue; let us see that 
we have it. 

HOW TO DO DUTY. 

Frns·r do the duty which lies nearest 
you, which you know to be a duty. 
Probably, your second duty will then 
have become clear. 

KISSING THE ST.AKE. 

Ma.SAUNDERS, at the stake ofCoven
try, was offeredapardonifhewould 
revoke his heresies. He replied, "I 
hold no heresies. I hold the doc
trine of God, the blessed Gospel of 
Christ, and that I will never revoke." 
Taking the stake to which he was 
about to be chained, in his arms, he 
kissed it, saying," Welcome the cross 
of Christ; welcome eternal life." The 
fire was then kindled, and he went 
in his fiery chaiiot to glory. 

I saw 'twould bo a hindrance, on thy 
path thou would'st have strayed 

So in love to thee I took it-" It j; I 
be not afraid." ' 

" It is I, bo not afraid " though the 
tempter bids thee fe~r, 

Look unto me and thou art eafo-I'll 
shortly bring thee here · 

That where I am thou too ~ay'st be
thy sine on me are laid· 

I nm thy Mediator, "H i; I, be not 
llfraid." · 
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"It- is I, be not afraid," fight a little 
longer there 

With the world, the flesh and devil, 
thou shalt have no :fighting here ; 

Thou shalt know no sin or sorrow
thou shalt nover feel dismayed, 

Watch and pray-I'll never leave thee 
--" It is I, be not afraid." 

"It is I, be not afraid," for when death 
appoars to thee, 

He'll only be the messenger to bid thee 
come to me; 

Fear not, for I am with thee through 
the valley and the shade, 

A shining host sha.il bear thee-" It is 
I, be not afraid." 

ELIZABETH GRAVES. 

§tnmninatiana.I ~ttlligttttt. 

ORANGES IN THE PAS'I'ORATE. 

R:Ev. J. Cmomm BRoWN, who has 
been fOT many yea.re the respected 
pastor of the church at Perth, has re
ceived an invitation to Dundee. 

Rev .. J. Brown, Chipping Sodbnry, 
Gloucestershire, has intimated his re
signation of the pastoral charge which 
he ha11 held for five years, and expects 
to sail with other brethren, for America, 
on the 2ht April. 

Rev. T. H. Holyoi.k, late of North
ampton, has accepted an in,itation to 
the pastorate oi Onslow Chapel, Queen's 
Elm, Brampton. 

Rev. J. Hillman has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Barton Mills, 
Suffolk, having accepted the pastorate 
of tho church at Chapel Fold, near 
Dewsbury. 

RICKMANSWORTH, HERTS.-Rev. c. 
Evans having resigned the pastorate, 
ha.s preached his farewell sermons, and 
during the evening service_ baptized 
two candidates, making a total of ten 
during his pastorate of fourteen months. 
His present address is 27, Longley
etreet, Blue Anchor-road, London, S.E. 

EAST LONDON.-A very pleasant 
meeting wa-s held in tho spacious 
~choolroom under Bow Chapel, on 
'l'hursday- evening, February 19, to 
welcome baek the pastor, the Rev. 
J . . H,'. Uliwie, itfwr It severe i!ltHIS8i 
i.nd in celebration of the comploiiien of 

hi& tenth year of labour in East London. 
Mr. Blake himself presided, and 
amongst the speaker11 were the Revs. 
Dr. Burns, W. A. Blake, J. S. Stani011, 
E. M. Erskine and J. Thomas. During 
the evening a purse of gold was pre
sented, in the name of the church and 
congregation, to the pastor, who stated 
that a debt of £7,000 on the chapel had 
now been reduced to £3,000. 

SHREWSBURY.-On Sunday, l\Iarch 
10, very interesting services were 
held in the Wyle Cop Chapel, Shrews
bury. Rev. William Satchwell having 
through a chango of views on baptism 
resigned the pastorate of the Indcpon
dent Church, Hartshill, Warwickshire, 
llfr. Satchv.-ell, in a sermon preached to 
a crowded congregation, stated his 
reason for bccoming_a Baptist, and was 
afterwards baptized by Rev. W. 
Wootton, Dawley. Three other can
didates " put on Christ " in baptism at 
the same time. In the evening Mr. 
Wootton preached to a numerous 
audience and administered the or
dinance of the Lord's Supper. Mr. 
Satchwell has decided to accept the 
pressing and cordial invitation of th& 
Wycle Cop Baptist Church to become 
its pastor. 

·Rev. E. P. BaiTett, of Bromsgrove, 
hae amiepted the invitation of the church 
at Hereford to the pastorate. 

Rev. C. Kirtland having aocepted the 
invitation to the pastorate of the church 
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aj; Batteraea Chapel, for thirty-six ye:..rs 
under the pastoral eare of the late Rev. 
I. M. Soule, rui.s given notice that he 
will shortly vacate the office of Secre
tary to the British a.nd Iriih Baptist 
Home Mission. 

'l'he Rev. vV. W. Laskey, after six 
yilara' ministry at Stroud, has ·accepted 
the -invitation to the pastorate of the 
ehureh at Worstead, Norfolk. 

Rev. D. ·wnshore, -0f High-skeet 
Chapel, Willingham, has Mceptod an 
invitation to the pastorate of the church 
at Prickwillan. 

Rev. H. J. Betts, our friend and 
brnther whom we have long known 
and mucli respected, has signified his 
wish to return to full pastoral work 
again. Onr brother's health h!IB im
proved, IIJ'.ld we sincerely trust he will 
soon meet with a suit!lble sphere of 
1abour. Mr. Betts addross is Chestnut 
Cottage, Cresceut Park, Heaton N-orris, 
near Stockport. 

PRESE~TA'l'IONS. 

SH.EFFIELn • ..:...on Monday evening, 
Mm-eh 9th, the members of the bible 
class in -0onneetion with Portmahon 
<Jhape1, held their second annual .gather
ing at the house of l\fr. John Greaves, 
president of the class. Ab~ut thirty 
members IIJ'.ld friends were pmsent. 
Aftor tea. Mr. W. ll. Hall, on behalf of 
the elass, prc.sented to Mr. Greaves a 
handsome writing desk, which had been 
subscribed for exclusiwely by the young 
ladies attending the ch\ss, and was in
tonded to express .the _great esteem in 
which he is held by them. Mr. Greaves 
acknowledged the gift in suitahle.ternrn, 
and spoke of the g-0od feeling which 
had always been manifested by the 
members to himself since the forma
tion oi the class, a.nd the great interest 
which he took in their temporal and 
religious welfare. 

Rev. F. G. Marcb:a.n:t, of East-hill 
Chapel, Wandsworth, has been pre
se-nted by his church and congregation 
with a purse of fifty gnineas, as a mark 
of_ estsem an.cl. deep Christian sym.pathy 
,,'Ith him in his recent severe boreani
ments. 

Rev. W. Morris, of Wymeswold,. has 

bt;en presented with a purse cont11ining 
ton pounds by his eongregation 11nd 
friends. 

Mr. Phillips, on resigning the post -0£ 
superintendent of the Rose-street· 
Sunday-school, a branch of Blooms
bury, has been presented with a bBnd
some marble cloek. 

Mr. Henry McKnight, choinna.ster in 
Warwick-street Chapel, Leamington, 
w.as present .. d on the 24th of February 
with a purse conta.ining five pounds, 11.t 
a tea-meeting to which the choir wns 
entertained by the congregation. Mr. 
McKnight has conducted the psalmod:y: 
since the removal of tho organ in 1870. 

Rev. W. Norman, of Ilatherleigh, 
Devon, was presented, on the 26th of 
February, with a purse containing 
eighteen pounds ten shillings, con
tributed by tho church and oongrega
tion, in recognition of his faithful 
servioes during the ei..ghteen years of 
his ministry amongs.t them. 

Rev. George W. White and his wife 
were welcomed home, after their 
marriage, at a tea and public meeting 
in the Baptist chapel, Enfield-town, N., 
on the 23rd February. Rev. J. Strib
ling, Independent minister, presided, 
and the guests were pr_esented with a 
purse of gold from the ehurch and con
·gregation, a handsome timepieco from 
11r.E. Gibbons, jun., deaco.n,andhis wife, 
a study table from :the pastOl·'s Bible. 
class, a set of silver teaspoons and 
sugar-tongB from :,, member of the 
church, and a bea.utifu l flower-stand 
from tho children o:f the Suw.my
school. 

BUSHEY, HERXS.-A meeting of the 
members -0f th<i chnrch and oongrega. 
tion of the Baptist Chapel, Blh~hey 
New-town, has just been held to wel, 
come home their newly-married pastor 
and his wife, Rev. W, H. 11nd Mrs. 
Rolls. Mr. Barnett, one of the deacone, 
presided; and an address of oon!mltula
tion, acc-0mpanied by a purse co;tain:ing 
thirtoen pounds ten shillings, was ·pre
sented to the pastor. Mrs. Rolls wa~ 
also presented, on behulf ())' the l11dies 
of the ohnrch and congregation, with .a 
dinner and tea service, &e., ;0n behalf 
of the Sumfay-school ohildren with a 
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handsome lamp and a silver-plated 
toast-rack ; and on belialf of the Band 
of Hope with a silver-plated teapot, &c. 

HARLOW, EssEx.-On Monday, the 
16th, a tea-meeting, followed by an 
entertainment consisting of singing and 
reading, was held in the School-room 
of the Chapel, Potter-street, undor the 
presidency of the Rev. J. Billington, 
pastor. In the course of the evening a 
purse containing four pounds ten 
shillings was presented to Miss Clayden 
as an acknowledgment of her services, 
presiding at the harmonium, in the 
dovotions of the chapel. 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 

ILFORn.-The anniversary sermons 
of Ilford Chapel will (D.V.) bo preached 
on April 3rd (Good Friday): Rev. J. 
Teal, Woolwich, will preach in the 
morning, tho Rov. Jos. Fletcher, Com
mercial-road Chapel, in the afternoon, 
and the Rev. Charles Stovel, vice
president of the Baptist Union, in the 
evening. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

HARLINGTON.-The recognition ser
vices of the Rev. James Manning were 
held on Tuesday, March 3rd. In the 
afternoon, at three o'clock, Rev. W. H. 
Burton delivered the charge to the 
pastor, Rev. D. Russell to the church, 
Rev. A. Gliddon to the congregation. 
Dinner was provided at the Chapel 
1\Ianse by tho members of the church 
and congregation for tbo ministers and 
friends. A tea-meeting was held at 
half-past five o'clock, and in the even
ing a public meeting, Mr. J. Edwards 
presiding. Mr. T. Wild, senior deacon, 
stated that Mr. Manning began his 
labours in the first Sunday in December 
last, since which time thirty-seven per
sons had been baptized, and others 
added by transfer, The congregation 
had largely increased, and the church 
greatly revived. The mission-stations 
had also improved, Addresses were 
afterwards delivored by the Rovs. W. 
Williams, A. Glidden, W. H. Stone A. 
Hill, J. Williamson, and others, ' 

Rev. Henry Dolamoro was publicly 

r~ogniaed as pastor of Water-street 
church, Stafford, on the 2nd of :March. 
The Rov. W. Walters gave the cha'rge 
to tho pastor, and the Rov. J. Ferguson 
the charge to the church. At tho pub
lic meeting in the evening the chair was 
occupied by the Rev. S. Panting, M.A., 
vicar of Chebsey, who expressed his 
belief that whatever might be the ver
dict of his brethren in tho ministry upon 
his conduct in taking the chair at a 
meeting of his Dissenting brethren, yet 
he felt satisfied of this-that he was in 
the conscientious discharge of a Chris
tian duty; that his conduct would com
mend itself to the conscience of every 
right-minded person of every section of 
the Christian Church, and what was of 
still greater importance, would receive 
tho apprnbation of tho -great Head of · 
the Church. Rev. W. Walters, of Bir
mingham, stated that, although be had 
been in the ministry for more than 
thirty years, he had never before been 
presided over at a Baptist tea-meeting 
by a Church clergyman. 

CoUNTERSLIP, NEAR BmsTOL.-On 
Wednesday evening, :March llth, a 
recognition service on the settlement of 
the Rev. W.R. Ske1Ty (late of New
castle-upon-Tyne), as pastor of the 
Counterslip Baptist Chapel, in the place
of the Rev. R. P. Macmaster, took 
place, The proceedings commenced 
with tea, at which over 700 were pre
sent, and at the subsequent meeting tho 
chair was occupied by 1\Ir. G. H. Leo
nard, who was supported by the Revs. 
T. W. Handford (of London), H. Nor
ris, tW. R. Skerry, J. Penny, U. R. 
Thomas, J. James, R. Glover, Adams, 
and Baxter; Messrs. W. Pearce, S. B. 
Wearing, E. Gay, B. T. Gough, &c. 
Mr. Wearing (deacon) read an address, 
in which the eleven years' pastorate of 
the Rev. R. P. Macmaster in that place 
of worship was alluded to, and also his 
departure in January, 1873, to another 
sphere of laboUl'. Since he had left no, 
dissensions had arisen. They ha3 
waited patiently until by a unanimous 
voice they chose Mr. Ske1Ty, who com
mences his labour with promise. 

LLANDILO, RADNORBmRE,-Rev. w. 
Jenkins wus publicly rerogniscd ns 



DENOMINATIOlll'A.L IN'TELLIGENOE, 109 

pastor of the church at Llandilo and 
Painacastfo, on Wednesday, February 
11th, 1874. The service was held at 
l\larial, Llandilo. Rev. J. Nicholas 
asked the questions to the minister, and 
offered prayer. Rev. J. Jones gave the 
charge to the minister. Rev. G. H. 
Llewellyn addressed the church. Rev. 
H. Rowel and J. Phillipa took part in 
the service. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

WooLwrcu,-The Baptist Chapel in 
Charles-street (for several years occu
pied by tho Primitive Methodists) has 
been taken by the Elm-grove Baptist 
Church, which has for some time past 
been meeting in the Alexandra Hall in 
the town. After cleaning, repairs, ancl 
decorations, the chapel was opened on 
Sunday, March 1, when sermons were 
preached by the pastor, the Rev. J as. 
Smith, of tho Metropolitan Tabernacle 
College. In connection with the open
ing services a special meeting was held 
-0n Thursday, l\Iarch 5, when the bap
tistry, which long had lain unused, was 
reopened, and in presence of n crowded 
<:ongregation, ele,en friends were im
mersed by the pastor on their profession 
-0f faith. 

TnE church meeting in Westgate 
chapel, Ilradford, have taken the Good 
Tcmplars' Hall, Girlington, for 1mblic 
worship, in order to meet the wants of 
this rapidly increasing neighbourhood. 
It was opened on February the 12th by 
the Rov. J.P. Chown, and on tho follow
lug Sunday, two sermons were preached 
by the Rev. H. Dowson, President 
of the Baptist College, Manchester. In 
future, services will be conducted alter
nately by the Ren. W. H. lbberson and 
.J amcs Denn, the pastors of the church 
st Westgate. 

!IUSOELLANEOUS. 
LAKE ROAD OIIAPEL, PORTS~IOUTII. 

-Tho annual Tea and Public Meeting 
'in connection with the Sunday-school, 
was held on Tuesday evening, Feb. 
24th. Tho pastor, T. W. Medlmrst, 
presided, and the Revs. R. Y. Roberts, 
II. C. Arkell, and W. Gri1:igs, gave 

addresses. The Band of Hope choir, 
under the leadership of Mr. W. E. 
Green, sang several pieces. The finance 
account of the school for the past year 
amounted to £79 13s. 7d.; and tho 
Pastor's Bible Class to £58 10s. lld,, 
making a total of £138 4s. 6d. The 
statistics of the school showed 1,065 
scholars on the rolls, with an average 
attendance of 772. The names of 248 
scholars were entered during the year. 
Tho Sunday-school Library contains 
292 volumes, and the Pastor's Bible 
Class Library 150 volumes, making a 
total of 442 books. Numbar of teachers, 
47. The Band of Hope and Temperance 
Society has a membership of 2,145, and 
tho Youths' Temperance Institute, 
formed August 29th, a membership of 
76, composed of lads of the age of 
fourteen years and upwards. 

BlIBHEY NEw TowN, HERTS.-Tho 
annual meeting for the distribution of 
prizes to the children connocted with 
the Paddock-road School was held on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11. Tho chapel was 
crowrled with parents and chilrlren. 
Rev. W. H. Rolls, pastor of tho church, 
presided; and Mr . .l!l. Ilarnett, secretary 
of the school, exhibited a number of 
dissol,ing views. It iippears that 
during the year sixty scholars havo 
been added to tho school, six from the 
school ha,e joined the church after 
baptism, aud the children's contribu
tions amounted to £6 10s., which was 
divided between the Baptist Missionary 
Society and the Stockwell Orphanage. 

LuroN.--On March 3, a tea meeting 
was held in the schoolroom of Park
street Baptist Chapel, followed by a 
public meeting, when the Rev. W. Gen
ders occupied the chair. Addresses 
wero given by the Revs. H. W. Taylor, 
of Markyet-streate ; T. Cardwell, of 
Ampthill ; A. Walker, of Houghton 
Regis ; A. C. Gray, J. Tuckwcll, and 
l\Ir. George Hunt, of Luton. The trays 
being given by the church and congro
gation, the clear proceeds of tea and 
donations amounted to £20 14s., which 
goes towards the. chapel improvement 
fund. . 

AN appeal has been issued on behalf 
of tho projected Bunyan Memorial 
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Chapel at Elstow, and this is acco'rn
panied with a pretty engraving of the 
handsome structure it is proposed to 
build. The Rev. John Brown, B.A., of 
Bunyan Church, Bedford, says that sur
prise has often been expressed by visi
tors from all parts of the world that 
some worthy building has not been 
erected as a Nonconformist place of 
worship in Bunyan's . native village. 
'l'he resources of the Bedford Church 
have for some years past been taxed to 
the uttermost in other directions, and 
the work could not be undertaken by 
them. But- the need is urgent now. 
There is a good village congregation 
and Sunday-school, to which preachers 
and teachers come from Bedford, and 
there is every prospect of usefulness if 
any adequate building can be provided. 
The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon says, "Of 
course there ought to be a good Baptist 
Chapel in Elstow;" and he contributes 
£5 to the fund. 

THE &natits of Granville College, 
Tennessee, U.S., has conferred the de
gree of LL.D. on the Rev. Samuel 
Cowdy, minister of Arthur-street Cha
pel, Camborwell, author of Heavenwa1'd 
Ho! and other works. 

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST IX 
JORDA:N'. 

PAINTED BY E. GOODWYN LEWIS. 

TlIE want of a really good picture, at 
once a work of art and a true ren
dering of this great historical fact, has 
long been felt by Baptists; who, how
ever much they may have appreciated 
their artistic qualities, have been un
able to believe in those numerous 
paintings which represent the Fore
runner pouring a few drops of water 
upon the head of our blessed Lord. 

Happily, we have lately had the 
pleasure of ~g an almost completed 
picture of this subject, which merits 
the attention not only of the Denomi
nation but of the public at large. 

The idea of this work was first sug
gested by the controverey which took 

place, now many years ago, between 
the Rev. Dr. Halley and Rev. Cluu·les. 
Stovel, in which Mr. Lewis was so 
keenly interested that he then resolved 
to paint a picture, at some future time, 
that should be what he conceived a 
literal interpretation of the inspired 
record of the Baptism of Christ. 

But it was not until about two years 
since that the long-cherished design 
was attempted. And many and great 
liave been the technical difficulties 
which have had tc be overcome before 
the present satisfactory result could oo 
attained. 

Facing the picture, the spectator 
sees tho Jordan full in front of him ; 
it recedes into tho distance, winding 
along at the base of the barren and 
precipitous mountains in the back
ground, whose soft purple tones throw 
into harmonfous relief the richer co
louring of the picturesquely,wooded 
banks of the foreground, alive with 
the many-tinted and motley crowd of 
"dwellers in all the regions round 
about," as well as phylacteried Scribes 
and Pharisees from Jerusalem, and 
foreign legionaries from Rome. 

In the centre of the picture, and 
nearly in the centre of the fordable 
stream, arc the two all-important 
figures. The Baptiser is in the act of 
raising from the water the Saviour ho 
has just immersed, and the deep rever
ence rrf his whole attitude expresses, 
" I have need to be ba ptized of Thee." 

The face of Christ, fair and gentle, 
but fnll of intellect and devotion, is 
upturned naturally, and without any 
so-called " religious " offect, and a 
beam of white light descends upon 
Him from heaven. It is impossible to 
look at this picture without foelin~ 
that it must very much resemble the 
actual scene the Evangelists describe. 
The details aro full of interest, . and 
ampiy repay a careful st~dy; while the 
whole is pervaded by an intense though 
simple Christianity. 

The picture is on _view at the studio, 
43, Fitzroy-irtreet, Fitzroy-square~ 
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BAPTISMS. 
.Alierlillery . ..:..:1,rarch 1, at the English Chapel, 

by LI. Jones. 
A1loa.-Ma.reb. 1, Three, by Jamee Scott. 
Belfa•t-Feb.19, by 0-. W. Cross, at Regent

street Church,. T\VO ~ February 261 Two; 
March.5, Two. March 10, One. 

Ba-r-n.srey,-March 1, Five, by W. B. Osler. 
Ba-rrow--i,rPm·ness.-February 20. at Abbey

road ( 'hapel, Se"\'en., by James Hughes. 
J)a"aleg. Monmouthshire.- March 15, at Bethel 

Ohapel, Six, by J. Horgan. 
Bassa/4>.-Maroh 8, at Bethesday Chapel 

Eighteen, by J. Thomas. ' 
Beaujorl.-February -, at Siloam English 

Chapel, Three, by T. Mackdonel. 
Blaenavon.-Maroh 15, at the Engli•h Chapel, 

Seven, by W. Rees. 
Bole Moor,, Yorkshira.-1fareh 8, Six, by H. 

W.Holmes. 
Bral>ourne, Kent.-February22, Five, by J. W. 

Comfort. 
Bra,iford.-February 22, at Trinity Chapel, 

'Seven, by John Russell. 
Brynbo, Denbighshire.-Maroh 8, Three, by J. 

Davies. 
Ru,hey, Herte.-February 2S, Two, by W.R. 

Rolls. 
Oarlton, Beds.-Feb, 22, T,fo, by JohnJull. 
Ca,·n-arv-on.-March 1, at Ca-ersalem Chapel, 

Two, byR. Ellis. 
Carm-irthen.-Maroh 2, at the English Church, 

One, by E. Thom .... 
0/oughfolil Lancashire.-Feb. 22, Seven, by 

Abel J. Parry. 
Ooalt•il/e.-February 22nd, Five, by C. T. John

son. 
Owmaa,·e, Glam.-M1Lrch 8, Five, by Joseph 

Evans. 
Deal.-Februe.ry 25, Four, by N. Dobson. 
Dawley, Sa.lop.-MILrch 1, Four, by W, Woot

ton. 
Ea,t n,ley Chapel, February 25th, Two, by W. 

H.Elliolt. 
Ebbw Vale.-March I, at Zion English Chapel, 

Ten, by W. Davis. 
Ebbw Vale.-Febru&ry 22nd, Two, at Brynhy

lryd Cha.pel. by D. Oliver Edwe.rds. 
Finchley (North End).-Dec. 22nd, Three. 

February 26, Ono, by J. Ch&dwick. 
Gla.sbury, Breconshire.-February 22, Two, 

by D. Howell. 
Glasgow.-March 15, at B!acklriars-strect 

Church, Thirteelj, by H. Phillips, B.11.. 
Goetre, Pontypool,-March 15, Three, by J. 

Thom!l.9, for I. Richa.rds. 
<Jorton, near Mancheater.-Mareh 1, at Wil

lington. Three, by W. B. Vasey. 
Gnat G,•im.,by,-February 26, e.t Upper Bur

gess-street Chapel, Eight, by E. Lauderdale. 
llamsterley.-Marcb 15, E,e,en, by J.P. Beel. 
Harlingtoo, W.-February 26, Seventeen, by 

J, Manning. . 
Ducknall Folkard.-Februe.ry 11, Nine; March 

8, Ten, by J. T. Almy. 
Hutknall Torkard.-l.farch 4, Six, by J. T. 

Almy. 
~ilmarnock.-March 7, One, by John Johnston. 
Ji.irkl,y-f.n-A,hfeld, near lilanefleld-March -, 

Ten, by W. Scothorn. 

.£.i,erpool,-February 2Z, o.t Soho-street Chapel, 
Four, by E. Walter. 

Llaithdu,-Mu,rch 8, a branch of the Church 
of Ma.yeserholem, Radnorsbiret Three, by 
D. D vies. 

Llanilltycl Fa,-che.-March 1, a.t s,.Jem Chapel 
Two, by Hugh Williams. ' 

Lodiee. Scotland.-February-, Five; a.nd on 
March I, Five. by Thos. D. Cameron, 

Manchester -March 15, at Mos51 Side, SeTen 
by R. Cbenory. 

Man.\field.-March 4, Eight, by J. Parks, for 
the pastor. H. M11,rsden. 

Mar/oes, Milford IIaven.-March 8, Two, by 
Bcnj.amin James. 

Marloes, Milford Haven.-February 22, TwQ, 
by J. M. Powell 

Melton Mowbrag.-March S, Three, by J. T~n
sley. 

Melropolilan District,_ 
Barking-road, E.-Febrnary 22, e.t Zion 

Chapel, Two, by R. H. Gillespie. 
Ea,t London 1'abernacle. - February 26, 

Twenty-two, by A. 0-.Brown. 
John-street, Edgware,praad.-Ma.rch 22, Two~ 

by J. 0. Fellowes. 
Metropolitan Tabernacle.-February 26th, 

Twenty-two, by J. A. Spurgeon. 
St. John's Wood. - February 19, at Abbey

road Chapel, Ten, by W. Stolt, 

Milford Haven.-March U, Ono, by B. James, 
owing to the illness of the pastor I J. Jones. 

Milwood.-March !, One, by H. Briggs. 
Jloriah Risca.-February22, Eight, by Thomas. 

Thomas. 
Mo,·ley.-March 3, Nine, by J. Wolfenden . 
.Nottingham.-March S, at Prospect-place 

Chapel, One, by A. Britain. 
Newthurpe, Derbysbire.-March 15, Eleven, by 

W.Smith. 
Nortl, Bhields,-Mu,rch 1, Four, by T, Pipe. 
O,wa/dtwistle.-Febrnary22, Fourteen, by John 

Ne.ylor. 
Pemlwey.-Februo.ry 22, at the Taberno.cle, 

Seven, by W. E. Watkins. 
Porth, Glam.-Feb. 22, u,t the English Church, 

Three, by J. WiUiruns, p8"tor of i,Jalem 
Welsh Chapel. 

Pre.ston.-Febrru,,ry 22, ~t Fishergate Chapel, 
Six, by Edward Walters. 

}h1tnds, -Norths.mptonshire.-February 9', 
Seven, by J. Pearce. 

Risc·a.-March I, at the English Chapel, Sel'an, 
by Thomas Thomas. " 

Ross.-February 22, at Broad-street Chapel, 
Six, by J. Smalley. 

Balford.-February 22, Two, by D. Rhys Jen
kins. 

Bheerne.s,-on-Sea.-February 25, Four, by" J, R. 
Hadler. 

Btafford.-August 31, One; November 9, Four; 
November is, Three; November 2-1, One; 
February 8th, Fuur. by Henry Dolermore.: 

Stoke.on-Trent.-Feb. 11, Twa,~y W. March. 
.sunderland.-March 8, at Sana-atreet Churob, 

One, by J.C. Roger. 
Thet/ord,-February 22, Two, by G. Monk. 
Vale, nea-r 'rodmorden.-February 8, Sixteen, 

by W. Chapman. 
Want<tg~."-Febne.ry22, Two, by S. A. Swe. !n 
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Wellington, S~mersel-March 13, at South. 
street Chapel, Eleven, by G. W. Humphre,s, 
B.A.. (three from the Sundo.y-sc110ol). 

WiUenhal!.-February 22, e.t Lichfield-street 
Chapel, Six, by W. M. Thomas. 

Wi,beach.-March 1, at Upper Hill-street 
Chapel, Twelve, by J. Cocke\. 

Woolwich.-March .5, at Charles-street Ch11pel, 
Eleven, byJas. Smilh. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
EAST DEREHAM.-A heavy loss has 

been sustained by the Church at East 
Deroham, Norfolk, in the death of i\Ir. 
PERFITT, the senior deacon. llfr. Pel"
fitt had been an earnest worker in the 
Church, first as superintendent of the 
Sunday-school, and then as deacon, and 
as an occasional preacher his services 
wore· in constant request in tho villages 
round. The pastor, Rev. W. Freeman, 
in preaching a funeral sermon, re
marked that their lamented brother 
was known by all as a man who 
'walked with Jesus." 

Ar Upper Trasnant, Pontypool, on 
Lord's-day, 8th llfan:h, one of our 

deacons, Mr. SETH JENKINS. While on 
his way to Chapel, he was taken ill in 
a fit of apoplexy, and although medical 
aid was soon at hand, he entered his·
rest, in the seventy-second year of his 
age. 

RECENTLY, another of our aged dea
cons Mr. W. HARRIS, has been called 
away through an accident in the mines. 
He also had been a useful and active 
member, and served the office of dea
con for several years. 

RECENTLY, two others of our aged 
brethren (both of whom were members 
of the above chapel), l\Ir. W. REED and 
i\Ir. E. JoNES, have taken thoir de
parture ·to that 

"Land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign, 

Where infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleasures banish pain." 

"Oh, where is d;ath not to ho found ; 
He's on the seas, 
On hmd and under ground ; 

This teaches us prepared to bo 
In time for death 
And for eternity." 

A FELLOW MEMm,R. 

PASTORS' -COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

PRESIDENT-0, H, SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts from February 17th to .llfarclt 18th, 1S74, 
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A SOLEMN EMBASSY. 

A SERMGN DEUVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

"Now then we are ambassado:rs for Christ, as though God did beseech you by 
us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be yo reconciled to God."-2 CORINTHIANS 
v.20. · 

THERE has long been war between man and his Maker. Our federal head 
Adam, threw down the gauntlet in the garden of Eden. The trumpet was 
heard to ring through the glades of Paradise, the trumpet which broke ~he 
silence of peace and disturbed the song of praise. From that day forward 
until now, there has been no truce, no treaty between God and man by 
nature. Man has been at variance with God. His heart has been enmity 
towards God. He would not be reconciled to God. Never in the heart of 
any natural man, unless Divine grace has put it there, has a desire to re
establish peace been felt or entertained. If any of you long to be at peace 
with your Maker, it is because His spirit has made you long for it. Left to 
yourselves you would go from conflict to conflict, from struggle to struggle,· 
and perpetuate the encounter, till it ended in your eternal destructio'h. But 
though man will not make terms with God, nor sue fm: peace at his hands 
God shows his unwillingness any longer to be at war with nian. That he 
anxiously desires man to be reconciled unto Him, He proves, by taking the 
first step. He, Ip.mself, sends His ambassadors. He does not invite them 
from the other party-that were grace-but He sends ambassadors, and He 
commands those ambassadors to be very earnest, and to plead with men, to 
pray them, to beseech them that they would be reconciled to God. I take 
this to be a sure pledge that there is love in the heart of God. Why, at the 
very announcement !)f these tidings, the rebellious sinner's ears should be 
opened ! It were enough to make him sa.y, '' I will hearken_ dilligently; 
I will hear what God the Lord shall speak,. for if it be true that He 
takes the :first step towards me, aud that He is willing to make up this 
deadly quarrel, God forbid that I should turn away ; I will even now hear 
and attend to all that God shall speak to my soul. May He bless the 
message to you, that you may be reconciled to Him without a moment's 
delay. John Bunyan puts it plainly enough. !fa certain king be besieging 
a town, and he sends out the herald with a trumpet to tl~eaten the inhabit-· 
ants that if they do not give up the town, he will hang every man of them, 
then strll.i.ghtway they come to the walls and give him back a reviling 
answer; they swear that they will fight it out, and will never surrender to 
such a tyrant. But if he sends an embassage with a white flag to tell 
them that if they will but surrender and yield to their lawful king, he will 
pardon every one of them, even the very vilest of them will relent." Then, 
saith honest John, " do they not come trembling over the walls, and throw 
their gates wide open to receive their gracious monarch." F ould that such 
a ~esult might be accomplished to-night l While I speak of the great grace of 
this Prince of Peace, who now sends His ambassadors te too rebellious,may 
some_rebel say," Then I will be at peace with Him; I will hold ·out no 

• This Berm~ being Oeprright, the right ef reprinting a.nd t.r.'I.Il~la.ting is reservt'>II. 
No. 186, N1:w SERrn!l. • 
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longer. Such irresistible a love as this has dissolved my heart, resolvedmy 
choice, and constrained my allegiance. 

Well now, let us speak awhile of the .A.mbassadors,-the Commission. with 
which they· are entrusted,-the duty they have to discharge,-and close 
with a question-What then 1 

1. First, then, we have to speak of Ambassadors. Welcome messengers 
are they! ·· 

· All nations, with one accord, have agreed to honour ambassadors. 
-strange then that all nations and all people should have conspired to dis
honour the ambassadors of God! Which of God's ambassadors in the 
uld-en time was not persecuted, mjected, or slain? W·ere they not stoned, 
beheaded, sawn asunder. How continually they were maltreated, and made 
to wander apout in sheep-skins and goat-skins, though of them the world 
-was not worthy l But there have been some men to whom the ambassadors 
of God have always been welcome, The men whom God had ordained ttl 
·clerical life. Those on whose behalf, from before all worlds, He had made 
-&n effectual covenant of peace. From them the ambassadors get a hearty 
welcome. Standing here to preach as an ambassador, I shall get but little 
attention· from so:ine of my audience. The proclamation of mercy will 
soond common-place to many. They will turn on their heel and say, 
there is nothing in it. But mark you, the ambassador of God will be very 
weleom-e to some of you, who have bitterly felt your estrangement, to some 
whose hearts are prepared by a sense of ruin for the good tidings of re
demption; to some in whom the secret mystery of predestination begins to 
work by the overt energy of effectual calling. These shall find their souls 
greatly but surely drawn to hail the proclamation of mercy that shall be 
made, and they will say," How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
uf .them that bring glad-tidings of peace, that publish salvation!'' 

.Ambassadors are always specially welcome to a people who are engaged 
in 11 war which is beyond their strength, when their resources are exhausted, 
a.nd the peril of defeat is imminent. If some tiny little principality has 
ventured to rebel against a great -empire, when it is absolutely cer
tain that its villages will be consumed, its provinces ravaged, and that 
:all its power will be crushed, ambassadors are pretty sure to receive a 

· ·eoTdial welcome. Ah, man ! thou hast bid defiance to the King of Heaven, 
whose power is irresistible; by whomr_ocks are thrown down; whose voice 
breaketh the cedars of Lebanon ; whose hand controlleth the great deep sea. 
·He it is who .bindeth the clouds with a cord, and girdleth the earth with a 
belt! Angels that excel in strength cannot stand against him.· From the lofty 
battll!ments of heaven he hurled down Satan, the great archangel, and the 
mighty host of rebellious morning stars ! How canst thou stand against 
~ ; shall the stubble contend with the fire? Shall the potter's vessel 
re~1st the rod of iron? What art thou but a moth easily crushed beneath 
His finger! The breath is in thy nostrils, and that is not thine own; how 
then canst thou, poor mortal, contend with Him who only bath immortality. 
•With a puff of ~is mouth He can drive thee away like ,chaff. Thou art 
broken more ~idly than a sear leaf by the wind ! -How canst thou venture 
to be at war with one who has heaven and earth at His command, who holds 
the keys of hell-and of ~eath, and who has Tophet a.s His source of ammu
nitfon against: thee ? Listen to HiB thunders, a.nd let thy blood curdle! Let 
His lightning &ah, &n.d how art thou amazed ! How then caD.Bt thou 
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at.and against the greatness of His power, or endure the terror of His 
wrath. Happy for thee that terms of peace are proclaimed in your eam. 
Gud is willing to cease the warfare; He would not have thee be His 
adversary. Wilt thou not gladly accept what ;Ile proposeth to -4;hee? 
N"6'Ver, surely, was war more charged with disaster than that into whioh 
thou hast madly rushed. 

An ambassador is always welcome when the people have begu.n. to feel 
the victorious force of the king. Yonder province has already yieldeil. 
Oertain cities have been taken by the sword a.nd given up to be -sacked. 
Now the poor miserable inhabitants are glad enough to get peace. They 
-dread the foot of the conqueror now that they have felt its weight. Doubt
less there are some herQ present who have known the power of God in their 
conscience. Perhaps He has scared you with visions and frightened yon 
with dreams. Though it be but the voice of a ma.n that you heard, yet the 
law ·has been very terrible to you, and now you find no pleas~ in yom 
pleasure; no joy in your joys. God has begun to break your bones with 
conviction; He has made you feel that sin is a bitter thing; He has made 
you drunken with wormwood, and broken your teeth with gravel stones. 
He foi,s brought you down as the fool in the hundred and seventh Psalm, 
by affiiction and by labour, and you are crying out in anguish, "God be 
mereifulto me a sinner!" Ay, doubtless, you that have once felt the weight 
of God's hand upon your conscience, will rejoice to hear that there is a.n 
embassage of peace sent to you. 

An,ambassador is likewise always welcome to those who are labouring 
under a fear of total .and speedy destruction. If none of you are in tha.t 
plight, I remember when I was, when I thought every day it was a marv@l 
of mercies that I was kept alive, and wondered as I woke at morn that 
I was not lifting up my eyes with Dives in hell. Everything about Christ 
was precious to me then! I think I would have stood in the l]lOs;t 
crowded chapel, nor would_ I have been weary had I sat upon the hardest 
seat ; no length of service would have wearied me, might I but h11.ve 
had 11.n inkling that God -would peradventure have mercy upon my soul. 
My eyeil were full of tears. My soul was faint with watching, and I WG.uld 
have kissed the feet of any man who would have told me the way of salva
tion. But, alas, it seemed as if no man cared for my soul, till at last Goll 
blessed an humble instrument to give light to' His poor dark child. 
Hence, I know that the news of mercy will be exceedingly welcome to y0111. · 
who stand upon the jaws of hell, fearing that the gates will soon be bol~ 
upon you, and that you will be for ever lost. Yen will be ready to cry like 
-0ur Methodist friends, "Hallelujah ! Glory! Hallelujah! Bless the Lord!"--

- whil£t you hear that God still. sends an embassage of peace to your 
~tl . 

,'Most acceptable, too, is a messenger of peace if tp.e people know that he 
brings no hard terms. When a certain king sent to the inhabitants of a 
town'that he would make peace with them provided he put out their right 
eyes and cut cff their right hands, I am sure the tidings must have caused 
the utmost consternation, and the ambassador could not be very popular. 
:But there· are no hard t.erms in the Gospel. In, fact, there are 
110 terms, no conditions· at all. It is an unconditional peace which, 
.God Inalkes with men. It is a Gospel which asks nothing of men, 
bllt,glves them &verything. The Lord eaith: "My oxen l_Wd:- my fatlingsiltra 
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killed; all things are ready, come ye to the supper." There is nothing f'or 
man to get ready; all things are prepared. The terms-if I must use a 
word I do not like-are simple and easy. '' Believe, and live;'' not "~ 
and live;" not " Feel this and live ; but simply, "Believe and live." With 
what joy should a rebellious sinner hear the voice of the ambassador who 
brings no hard conditions from God. 

And should not the fame of the King increase the zest with which the 
embassage is received? Comes it not from Him who cannot lie ! No 
temporary peace is proposed that may presently be broken, but a peace 
that shall stand fast for ever and ever. No temporary armistice, no brief 
interlude between the deeds of battle do we herald. Peace; eternal, un
broken peace ; peace that shall endure in life and outlive death, peace 
.which shall endure throughout eternity, we testify and make known to you. 

This peace is proclaimed to all men. It is proclaimed without excep
. tion: "~hosoever believeth in the Lord Jesus Christ shall be saved." 
None are excluded hence but those who do themselves exclude. Such an 
ambassador bringing such a message must surely be a welcome messenge:r 
from his God. 

·II, What now is the commission of peace which God has entrnsted us 
to proclaim? The words are concise, the sense is transparent. " To wit, 
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing 
th'ir trespasses unto them ; and bath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation.'' Let us open the commission. It lies in .a nutshell. 
"Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, As I live, saith the Lord, I have no 
pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but had rather that he should tum 
unto me and live." "Come now, let us reason together, saith the Lord; 
though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as wool, though they be red 
like crimson they shall be whiter than snow." Our commission begins 
with the announcement that God is love, that He is full of pity a.ad com
passion, that He is desirous to receive His creature back, that He willeth 
to forgive, and that He electeth, if it be consistent with the high attribute 
of His justice, to accept even the most rebellious, and to put them amongst 

. His children. Our commission goes on to disclose the manner as well as 
the motive of mercy. Inasmuch as God is love He, in order to remove all 
difficulties in the way of pardoning rebels, has been pleased to give His 
orily begotten Son that He might stand in the room, place, and stead of' 
those whom God has chosen; their sins He engaged to take; to carry 
their sorrows, and to make such an atonement on their behalf. Thus the 
justice of God should be satisfied, and His love flow over to the human 
race. We declare, therefore, that God has given Christ, and He hasmade 
it a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, tha'.t He came into the 
world to save sinners, even the very chief. Christ the Son of God h,as 
become man. Cheerfully and willingly He took upon Himself our nature; 
veiled the form of Deity in a humble garb of clay; was born of the Virgin 
Mary, lived a life of holiness, and died a death of sacrifice. Through this 
marvellous death of :the Man, the God, Christ Jesus7God is at peace with 
His people. The peace is made already, for He is our peace. God is at 
peace with every man for whom Jesus died. Jesus Christ stood j.n the 
room, place, and stead of His chosen people. Christ was punished for their 
sins. Justice cannot punish twice for ene offence.· Christ, the substitute, 
beihg punished, the sinner cannot be amenable for his own offences. . Those 
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for whom Jesus died go free. The proclamation is that God is willing tQ 
be reconciled, that He is reconcilE,d. It is an anouncement, not that you 
may have peace merely, but that peace is made with God by Jesus Obrist 
for you-full peace, without condition, not ha:Jf-made, but wholly made; 
the penalty being completely paid to the last doit, and the sacrifice com
pletely slaughtered till the last drop of blood had expiated the fast offence. 
But the proclamation needs something more to give us any satisfaction. 
Are there any tidings in it for you and me? Well, our message goes on 
to announce that whosoever in the wide . world will come to Jesus Christ., 
snd commit His cause to Him as Redeemer, Saviour, and Friend, shall 
forthwith be at peace with God, receive full pardon for all offences, and be 
welcomed as a favourite of the Most High. He shall know that for him 
Jesus Christ did die in his stead, and ae.surety did stand for him when He 
appeared before God. From condemnation he is therefore free, of sal
vation he is therefore sure. This proclamation, I say, is to be made uni
versally. Though every man will not be blessed by it, the preacb,_er can
not diseriminate between those who must and those who will not inherit 
the blessing. Though only some will accept it, 'the preacher is not war
ranted in showing any partiality. It is the Holy Spirit's work to impress 
the Word on the conscience, and to arouse the conscience by the Word. 
·As for us, we are willing enough to turn our face to the north or to the 
south, to the east or to the west. Gladly would we proclaim it to the 
red man who hunts the savannahs of America, to the swarthy man who 
never heard the name of Christ before, or to the white man who has often 
heard but never heeded it. The same message, that God has accepted· 
Christ as a substitute for every man that will believe in Christ, and that 
whosoever trusts Christ to save him is in that moment saved, will suffice 
for all. Yea, we would tell them that before the sinner does trust Christ 
he is reconciled unto God by His death, because the atonement which He 
offered had been acceptell, and there was peace forestalled between God 
and that sinner. What a message I have to present ! What a proclama
tion I have to make! Nothing is necessary on your part: God expects 
nothing of you to merit His esteem, or to enhance the value of His gift. 
If repentance be indispensable, He is prepared to give it to you. If a tender 
heart be needed, He is ready to give you a. heart of flesh. If you feel that 
you have a heart of stone, He has engaged to take it away. Does your 
guilt oppress you, Re says,-" I will sprinkle clean water, water of pure 
fountains, upon them, and they shall be cleansed from all their filthiness, 
and from all their uncleanness will I save them." Know all men that 
there is no exception made. When Charles II. came back to England 
there was an amnesty, except for certain persons, and these were mentioned 
by name-Hugh Peters and others were proscribed; but there is .no 
exception here. I find not any traitors singled out and denounced by 
name. I have to proclaim an indemnity of such universal import that itis 
indiscriminate, " Whosoever believeth on Him shall never perish, but shall 
have everlasting life." Moreover, there is no exception made in my com
mission to any form of sin-unless it be the sin against the Holy Ghost
which carries its own evidence as well as its consequence. Those \o. 
whom I now speak, if they feel any drawings of heart towards God have 
not committed, that mortal crime. Mur'1er, theft, forgery, felony, for
nication, adultery, and covetousness, which is idolta.ry--black and 
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]µdl!Qllf! as is the catalogue-here is. pardon for tlie whole. Ra.wiack the· 
Jtie@el.s, howevei: filthy; :raJre. the slums, however odious; drag out- tllil-'. 
a,b;Qmi.nations of the age, however degrading; here i3 pardon not only:-· 
p<l&eible, probable, but positive. · Bring a man h~ who ha.s·· stained him
sel,f cwnson all over with every sort of infu;-my, thQngh it be not. the lapse 
of. ~ hour but the habit of a life, yet God is still! able to forgive. J esllll< 
~t is able to save to the. uttermost them that come ut,tto Goel by Him-. 

. I do not k:Q.Ow whether you find it very_· good· to hear the proclamation,. 
Iw.t I do know that I feel it most gratifying to utter it. Thrice happy am 
lto have such an 8Jlnounc.ementto Il)ll,ke to rebels. Unwanted hearers, 
U!lien to my v:oice. By what stre.oge chan~e have yon reckless, heedless, 

'· UllQOnverted souls mingled with this throng of worshippers? Not often do 
you darken the floor of a pla.ce of-worship. Y-ou hardly know how you 
were red. to come in hither. To what depths of sin you have run, ·to, 
what e:s:.tremities of iniquity you have gone! You marvel to find yourself 
4i. the company of God's people, But since you are here, give heed to the 
message: "Thus saith the Lord, I have blotted out like a cloud thine 
ii;riquities, and like. a thick cloud thy sins, Return unto Me, for I am 
~d unto thee. I have given Mt blood to red,;em thee. Return, O 
wa.nde:i;ing child of man; return, return,. and 1 will have mercy upon thee, 
fpr, I am God and not man." . 

III. Having thus opened my commission, I will endeavourto perform a, 
very l!Olemn duty. My text supplies me with a warrant. ·It says:-" .A:s· 
thoug,h God did beseech you by us·we pray you in Christ's stead, be· ye re• 
(lPncil.ed unto.God.'' Then it seems we have not merely to read· our com
mi.ssion, .but we have to beseech you t? accept it. Why should we beseech 
yon? Is it not because you are rational creatures, not automata, men 
riot machines, A machine might be compelled to perform functions with-
0:ut persuasion, but the Spirit of God often acts upon the heart of man by 
tb,e soun.d arguments and affectionate entreaties of His servants whom He 
C@l,nissions. We are to beseech you because your hearts are so hard that 
you are prone to defy God's power, and resist His grace. Therefore we 

· I!;t!J.Y you tO"'put down your weapons. We are to beseech you because you: 
41:e unbelieving, and will not credit the tidings. You say it is too good to· 
Q1) true that God will. ha:ve mercy on such as you are. Therefore we are 
to put our hand on you, to go down on ow; knees to you, and to beseech 
you not to put away this blessed embassy. We are to beseech you because, 
you are so t>roud and self-satisfied that you will sooner follow your own 
:righteousness and cling to your own works, than accept a peace already· 
at1d freely proffered to you. We are to beseech you because you are care• 
le!jS. You give little heed to what is spoken: You. will go your way and for
get all our proclamations; therefore are we to press you m:gently, instantly~ 
importunately, and to beseech you as when a mother pleadeth for he1· child1s· 
life, as when. a condemned criminal beseeches the judge to have pity on 
him, so are we to beseech you. I think I never feel so conscious of. my 

· own weakness as when I have to ply you thus with exhortations. . Oh, 
th!)re have been a few times in my ministry when I could with flowing eyes 
Leseech yolL to be reconciled to God, but these dry eyes of mine are n-ot:so 
often fountains ofte:ars as.I could wish. We need such an one as Richard' 
Baxter to dilate upon this. last-pari·of the text. Perhaps we could· handle 
the former part better than he, but he could himdle tbisla1.tfar better than we-
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can. ·Oh, how he would have summoned you by the terrible reality of t.hings 
'to oome l With -what-glllriag eyes .and-seething words he w.ould say, " Oh, 
aen! turn ye,turn-ye, why will ye die? .By the need of a, Savi.our·you 
will feel in-the pa,ngs of parting .life, when the -pulsings shall be few.and 
feeble, till with a,gasp you ehall ex:pire; by the resurrection when Jon will 
:wake up, if not in His likeness, to-everlasting shame andcontempt; hy-the 
judgment-seat, where your sins shall be pablished, and you shall be oellei 
to .account for the deeds done -in the body; by the dread decree whioh. 
oasteth into the pit for ever those that repent not ; · by the he~ven you will 
rose, and by the hell into which you will fall; by eternity, that tlre&d 
eternity whose years nev-er waste ; by the wrath to come, the burning 
indignatiJn of which shall never cool ; by the immortality of your own 
souls, by the perils you now run, by the promises you despise, by the pro
vocations you multiply, by the penalties you accumulate, we do bes&eh 
you to be reconciled to God." Fly to J esmi. Call upon His name. Trust Him,; 
His word; His work; .His goodness and His grace. This is the way 'Of 
reconciliation. Bow the knee and kiss the Son. We do conjure you to do 
.so. Acquaint yourselves now with God and be at peace with Him. l4y 
text hangs like -a crushing weight upon my soul at this moment. lt-.is 
awful in its .grandeur, and it is majestically full of divine love. I must 
read the words again in your hearing. Oh, that the sense might break oa 
your understanding ! We are to beseech you as though God did beseech 
yo-q, and we are to do it in Christ's stead. You see God speaks when liis · 
ambassadors speak. I wonder, oh! I wonder, whether I ha.ve brain enough 
to compass the thought of ;how God would beseech you to be reconciled! 
'Tis the Father's own self-pleading with his prodigal son. Can you imagiae 
the father in the :parable going after his son, and finding him in rags feed
ing swine ? Can you conceive him saying " My son, my dea.r son, come 
back ! come back and I will forgive you all l " . You think you hear that 
son -saying to his father, "Get you gone, I will not hear of it,'' till his 
fa.thE>r says,-" My dear sou, why will you prefer the company of swine to 
your father's house? Why will you wear rags when yt>u might be ck>thed 
in the best robe? Why will you starve in a far off country when my hoiJse 
shall be full of feasting on your return ? " Wbat if that son should utter 
some indignant word, and tell his father to his face he never would go baok. 
Oh! I tliink_I see the venera.ble, loving man falling on his son's neck and 
kissing him, in his :filth just as he i,s, (for "the great love wherewith Re 
loved us when we were dead in trespa.sses and sins ! ")-and He says to the 
rebel that insults Him and resents His tenderness-" My dear son, you. 
must come back; I must have you; I cannot be without you, I must 
have you;. come back!" In such a style we ought to plea.d with men. Ah 
then, I cann~t plead with you as I would. As though God Himself, your 
offended Ma.ker, came to you now as He did to Adam in the cool of the 
day, and said to you-" Ohl return to me, for I ha.ve loved thee with an 
:everlasting love," even so, as though God spoke, would -I woo _you,. ye 
.ohiefost sinners, to return to Rim. You know, dear :friends, that the great 
God did send another ambassador, and that great ambassador was Chriat. 
Now the apostle says that we, the ministers, are ambassadors for Christ ill 
Christ's stead. Christ is no more an ambasil11.dor ; Re has gone to hea.ven; 
,ffll stand in His stead to the -sons of men, not to ·m.a.ke ,peace, -but to pro .. 
.claim. i.t. Whi,.t ! -am l then to• speeJdn Christ's stead! ,But how :oanZI: 
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picture my Lord Jesus standing here ? Alas, my imagination is not equal 
to the task. Would that I had sympathy enough with Him to put myself 
in His case so as to use His words. Methinks I see Him looking at this 
great throng as once He looked at the inb,a,bitants of Jerusalem. He turns 
His head round to these galleries, and about on yonder aisles, and at last 
He bursts into a flood of tears, saying-" How often would I have gathered 
thy children together as a hen gathe;retb her chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not.'' He is choked with tears, and when He bas paused -a 
moment, He cries-'' Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest; take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls ; a bruised 
reed I will not break, nor quench the smoking flax." Again; I think I see 
Hi111, as He looks at you again, and when He observes some hearts so 
obaurate and hard that they will not melt, He unwraps His.mantle, and 
exclaims-" See here." Do you mark the gasp. in His side? As He lifts 
bis hands and shows the nail-prints, and points downward to His pierced 
feet, He says-" By these, my wounds, which I endured when suffering 
for you, 0 my people, return unto me ; come bow at my feet, and take the 
peace which I have wrought out for you. Oh! be not faithless but believ• 
ing ! Doubt no longer ! God is reconciled! Tremble no more ! Peace 
is established. Toil no more at the works of the law, cling not to your own 
doings. Cease to consult your feelings. It is finished. . When I bowed 
my head upon the trse, I finished all for you. Take salvation: take it 
n.ew! Come to me; come now to me just as you are.'' Alas, this is but a 
poor representation of my Lord and master. I could wish myself laid 
·among the clods of the valley, sleeping in my grave, rather than that I 
should be so poor an ambassador. But, Lord, wherefore didst Thou choose 
Thy servant, and why givest Thou this people still to hear his voice, if 
Thou wilt not more mightily enable him to plead with men. I have no 
more words, oh, let these tears plead with you. I feel that I could freely 
give my life if it would avail for the saving of your souls. Fain would I meet 
a martyr's death, if you would be persuaded thereby to come to Christ for 
life. But oh, sinners, no pleading of mine will ever prevail if the pleading 
of Christ prove ineffectual with you. To each one of you, a distinct pro
clamation of salvation is addressed. Whosoever among you will believe 
that Christ died, and that He is able to save you, and will trust your soul 
upon what He did, shall be saved. Oh ! why reject Him? He will not 
hurt or harm you. Do lay hold of this good hope, for your time is short ! 
Death is hastening on ; eterqity is near ! Do lay hold of it, for hell is bot, 
the flames thereof are terrible! Lay hold of it, for heaven is bright, ancl 
the harps of angels are sweet beyond compare l Lay hold of it! It shall 
make your heart glad on earth, it shall charm away your fears and remove 
your griefs! Lay hold of it! It shall bear you through Jordan's billows, and· 
land you safe on Canaan's side. Oh, by the love of the Father, by the blood 
of Jesus, by the love of the Spirit, I beseech you, sinner, believe and live! 
By the cross and the five wounds, by the agony and bloody sweet, by the 
resurrection and by the ascension, sinner, believe and live ! By every 
argument that would toueh your nature, by every motive that can sway 

1 
your reason or stir your passions, in the name of God that sent me, by the 
A;lmighty that made_ :y-ou,. by the Eternal Son tha~ red~e?J-ed you, ?Y th& 
gift of the Holy Spmt, smner, I command you, with divme authonty te 

\ 



&11nction my vehemence, that ye be reconciled to God through the death 9f 
His Son! ~ 

IV. And what then? When we have answered this question we shall 
have done. What then? .Are there not some of you with whom this peace 
is made at this good hour. I will go back and tell my Master so. Then 
there shall be fresh ratifications between you and Him. The angels will 
hear of it, and they will strike their harps anew to sweeter lays than_they 
have known before. 

Others there are of you that will not be reconciled. I must have an 
answer from you. Do you hesitate? Do you delay? Do you refuse? 
You shall never have another warning, some of you! No tears_ of pity 
shall be wept for you again; no loving heart shall ever bid you come to 
Christ again-I must have your answer now. Yes or no. \Vilt thou be 
damned or not? Wilt thou be saved or not? I will not have thee •ay, 
"When I have a more convenient season·! will send for thee." Sinner, it• 
cannot be a more convenient one than this. This is a convenient place, it is 
God's house. It is a convenient time, it is the Lord's day. Now, sinner, 
wilt thou be reconciled, restored, forgiven? '' Wilt thou be made whole?" 
said Jesus, and I say the same 1i:l thee-'' \Vilt thou be made whole?-" Do 
yoii say, "No?" Must I take that for an answer? Markyou,sinner,I 
have to tell my Master. I must tell Him when I seek the closet of the 
King to-night; I must tell Him your reply that you would not. What then 
remains for the ambassador to do when he has spoken to you in the name 
of the Sovereign? If you will not turn, we must shake off the dust of our 
feet against you. I aI11 clear, I am clear, of the blood of you all, I am 
clear. If you perish, being warned, you perish wantonly. The wrath 
cometh upon you, not on him who, to the best of his power, has told his 
Master's message. Yet again, I beg you to accept it. Do you still say no?· 
The white fl.ag will be pulled down. It has beoo up long enough, Shall I 
pull it.down, and run up the red ffag now. Shall I hurl threatenings at 
you because you heed not entreaties? 

" If your ears refuso 
'l'he language of His grace, 

And hearts grow hard like stubborn Jews, 
That unbelieving race, 

The Lord in anger drest, 
Shall lift His hand and swear, 

Ye that despised My promised rest 
Shall have no portion there." 

But no, I cannot pull it down, that white flag! My heart will not let me 
do so ; it shall fly there still, it shall fly there as a sign and e. symbol of the 
day of grace. Mercy is still held out to you. But there is one coming-I 
can hea.r his footsteps-who will pull that white flag down. The vision 
haunts my eyes. That grim heartless skeleton whom men call Death, will 
rend the white fl.ag from its place, and up will go the blood-red flag, with 
the black escutcheon of the thunderbolts. Where are you then, sinners ? 
where will you be then? You shudder at the thought. He lays his hand 
on you. There is no escape. Oh, turn ye, turn ye, turn ye ! Come an!{ . 
welcome, sinner, come now while you are welcome. 'Tis love invites you. 
Jesus stretches out His hand to you all the day long. He has stretched 
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out His hands to a. rebellions, and.a gainsaying generation. Do not ~ 
'' I will think of it, but yield to His love who around yon now the handa of 
,rman doth cast." Do not make a resolution, but lll'lmmit yourself to· the 
good confession. Now, even now, may ~overei_gn gi,aoe constrain, and 
irresistible love draw you. :M:ay you believe with your hea~, may y-ou 
reeord your profession at once. Before•you clos~ your eyes m sle-w, JW,t 
as you would wish before your eyes are closed m d~ath, may you be at 
peaoe with God. I pray God, as I entreat you that this may come to pass, 
for His Son Jesus Christ's sake. A.men. 

ON I'REACHERS AND 
PRE.A.CHING. 

BY JAB:U. BURNS, DJ}., LL.D. 

No. V.-A.UGUSTINE OF 
. HIPPO. 

WHETHER we consider the out
bursts of early depravity, the re
markable conversion, or the emi
n&nt Christian labours that followed, 
it is manifest that Augustine stands 
alone. The piety and prayers of 
his devoted mother can never be 
over-stated, for she as an angel of 
mercy followed him in all his wan
derings, bore him up in all his moral 
deviations, and only ceased in her 
agonizing strifes, when he was given 
to Christ and to His Church. As 
a writer, ten folio volumes bear 
witness to his persistent toils. But 
Augustine was a born and trained 
orator, ap.d as such took the highest 
position in his day. With a highly
cultivated mind and much imagina
tion he often adopted· the plainest
similes to illustrate his subjects. 
A few selections will show the 
15pecial peculiarities of his preaching 
on the " Hidd-en: Life.-" He- says:
" The root lives-, but in winter- the 
green tree i~· like the dry. In the 
11011.B-On of wmter the tree which is 
eapless-, and the tree which has 
vitality, are alike destitute of the 
burden-ofleaves, alike devoid of the 

burden of· fruit. But the- smnmer 
will come, and show the difference 
between the trees. The living tr~ 
pro;duces leaves, and is covered with 
fruit; the dead tree will remain bare 
in summer as in winter. And so 
the storehouse is prepared for the 
one, the axe applied to the other, 
that it may be cut down and ·CMt 
into the fire. Thus our summer is 
the advent of Christ ; our winter 
His concealment in heaven. Our 
summer is the revelation of Cb,rist~ 
In a word, to good and faithful 
trees, the Apostle addresses these 
words:-• Ye are dead, and your 
liflil is hid with Christ in God.' 
Certainly dead, but dead in ap
pearance; living at the root. Fix 
your eye on the season of summer 
that is. to come ; mark how it fol
lows, 'When Christ, who is your 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with Him in glory. ' '' 

A.nd in.a sermon on the Saviour'iJ 
inviting the heavy laden:-'' The
burdens which each one bears are 
his sins. To those who are bearing 
the incumbrances of these intolerable 
burdens, and futilely toiling under 
them, the Lord says :-• Come unto 
me all ye who labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.' 
How does He give the burdened 
rest but by the forgiveness of them 
sins. The Preacher of the- World 
froin a tow-er- of lofty·authority, er-
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claims:-'-Hear, 0 human raee; 
heal', sons.of Adam;. heitr, 0 toiling 
and unfruitful race!' Iseeyo11 toil, 
behold ye my gift ! I Imow you 
labour and are haa,vy laden ; and 
what is more miserable, you bind 
hnrtful burdens on your shoulders ; 
and what is worse, yon ask loads to 
be added, not those yo11 have to be 
taken off. Who of us is able to 
describe, in a brief spaee of time, 
the multiplicity and variety of these 
burdens. Yet let us enumerate a 
few, and leave the rest to conjecture. 
You see a man laden· with the load 
of avarice-yon see· him sweating 
unde;r this load, gasping, thirsting, 
and by labour adding to it. What 
do yon expect, 0 covetous mllin, by 
embracing your load and taking 
ytmr burden on your shoulders ? 
What are you looking· for, toiling 
for, panting for, yeB1rning for ? The 
satiating, forsooth, of your avarice! 
Oh, insane wisnes; Most wicked 
conduct! Y-ou expect, then,, to 
satiate yonY avarice, do you ? It , 
C1lin crush yon, but you cannot satisfy 
it. Perhaps it is not grievous-this 
burden of yours--you say? Have 
yon to such an extent lost feeling 
under this load.? Avarice is not 

• grievous, is it ? Why, then, does it 
rouse you from sleep,, wrule some
times it does not suffer you even 
to sleep. Perchance· you have 
along with · it another burden of 
laziness, and these two most wicked 
burdens, fighting with each other, 
press you down, and tear yon 
a.sunder. For their commands do 
not correspond, their ordera are 
unlike. Laziness says, Sleep. Ava
rice says, Rise. Laziness says, Don't 
expose yourself to cold weather. 
Ava.rice aays,Endure even storm11,on 
the ocean. The ,one says rest; the 
other does riot allow you to rest, it 
bids. you not only walk the ground, 
but sail beyond the seas." 

And, it is worth while. to see 

what he thought would make a 
preooher:-" And so that eloqueim 
preacher of ours labours. when 4e 
speaks what is just, and holj", o.na 
goo4- for he ought to deliver 
nothing that is· not so-he laibours, 
I sa.y, to the utmost when he £1peaks
those things, that he may be heal'd, 
intelligently, willingly, and obedi--_. 
ently; and if he is able to do this; 
let him not doubt that the degree m 
whieh he is able to do it is to• be· 
ascribed rather to the piety of his 
:prayers thrui to the power of hi"S• 
oratory ; so that he must bes a 
pleader by praying for him1i'elf and 
those whom he is to address before, 
he is a preacher. Oa th& approach 
of the-h= in which he is to spea.Nj 
let him raise hi-s thirating soul to 
God; that he m11.y send forth what 
he has drunk in, and pour oat that 
with which he ha£! replenished bis 
spirit. For since on every subject 
which has to be treated in rel111tion 
to faith and love, there are mimy 
things to be said, and many ways in 
which they are expres11ed by those, 
who know them ; who knows what 
is best for us to sa.y or to be sa.idi 
through us, but He who scans the 
hearts of all ? Aml wh<Y makes 
the right word to be spoken by, Wil 
in the right way but He in whose 
hands both we , and our serm.om 
are? And thus let him who wishes 
both to lm@w and to teach leim1 all 
that he requires to _teach, and ·a.c
quire the faculty of speaking as 
becomes an ecclesiastic; bat at the 
hour of preaching let him think that 
more suitable to a pious mind is 
what our Lord says:-' Take no 
thought how or what ye shrill spook; 
for it shall be given yo11 in that 
hour what ye shall speak; for it. is 
not ye that speak, but the spirit of 
your Fath.er tha;t apeaketh in you.' " 

The• Rev. W. Wilson's Popular 
Preachers of the Ancien,t -Gk-uroi, 
whieh we ht1.ve freely quotedc, th'W!l 
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refers to Augustine, and the cha:
ra.cter of his ministerial work :
" He is illustrative rather than de
clamatory. There is so little of the 
formality of the rostra in his homi
lies, that it is difficult to conceive 
them as spoken out of a Geneva 
gown, much less out of episcopal 
lawn. 'He is profuse in illustration, 
and that often of the homeliest de
scription. For example, he illus
trates the distinction between anger 
and hatred by the instance of a cow 
butting at her calf, but showing that 
she has been influenced not by 
hatred, but by temporary dis
pleasure, by seeking it again and 
caressing it. In expostulating with 
his flock on the unreasonableness 
of preferring a bad life to a good 
one, he says:-' You buy a farm, 
and" look out for a good one ; you 
wish to marry a wife, and look out 
for a .good one ; you bargain for 
shoes, and you do not wish for bad 
ones; yet a bad life you lead.' And 
showing the folly of those who put 
off reformation because they think 
they will live long, he tells them 
that no one delays taking his dinner 
becallSe he knows it is to be a good 
one. Homely, familiar, and affec
tionate, he exemplifies the . de
meanour of Paul and his associates 
who wrote to the Thessalonians :
'We were gentle among you even 
as a nurse cherisheth her children,' 
and 'exhorted, and comforted and 
charged every one of you, as a father 
doth his children.' A teacher of 
babes, a nurse of children, a father 
tQ his charge. Such was Augustine. 
Yet he did not think it was neces
sary, like some would-be-simple 
prea~hers, . to be himself babyish 
and mfantile. He chose for his 
themes the highest · mysteries of 
faith and life, making it his en
d,eavour to draw the boundary line 
between. what can be and what can
not be understood, making all on. onu 

side of the line plain to the most 
untutored mind, and exhorting them 
to accept, with humble and un
questioning faith what was beyond 
the range of the human intellect. 
He is very generally expository, as 
were most of the great preachers 
of antiquity, But, while he ag
glomerates around the sacred text 
a profusion of rich and eloquent 
thought, me.ditative sayings, . and 
quaint original remarks, he is a 
most unsafe guide as a commentator. 
His ingenuity in spiritualizing and 
finding mystical meanings is won
derful, and his mode of treating the 
Scriptures would tend to produce 
the belief that they were not at all 
amenable to the ordinary laws of 

. interpretation, but that they were 
intended to be a mirror to reflect 
whatever was presented to them, or 
a kaleidoscope whose contents might 
be made to group themselves into 
any forms, according as the instru
ment was shaken. He attaches 
mystical meanings to numbers. 
The.seventy-seven generations from 
Adam to Christ, and the seventy 
times seven times that Jesus Christ 
bids us forgive our brother, all are 
significant, according to him. 

"The bread, the fish, and the egg, 
which a child is supposed, in the 
instance of the New Testament, to 
ask from his father, are explained 
thus :-Bread is charity; the fish is 
faith, which lives amid the billows 
of temptation, without being broken 
or dissolved: the egg . is hope, be
cause, though the egg is something, 
it is not yet the chicken. Such in
terpretations, of course, to the simple 
folks of Hippo, would be vastly 
interesting and edifying, and as 
firmly believed in as the text of 
Scripture itself. Not only, however, 
were his discourses acceptable in 
his own comparatively humble 
neighbourhood, but they were taken 
down by shorthand writers, and cir-
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eulated over the whole of North 
Africa. The basis of them is rea~on
ing, explanation, and exhortation, 
But he rarely misses an opportunity 
of dealing a blow at Pelagians, 
Donatista, and others. Even in the 
pulpit you can often see the cuirass 
and sword peeping through the 
gown, and recognise in the affec
tionate pastor the soldier-priest. 

"He is almoM always· master of 
his theme, and his heart i:oes with 
it ; he never studies effect, yet rarely 
fails to produce a profound im
pression; the humble and simple, he 
has yet about him all the majesty of 
the ambassador, and all the dignity 
of lofty aims and a holy heart;. he 
d:oes not dazzle or coruscate, but he 
gains your heart by persuasion and 
pathos; not the pathos of high-. 
Wl"Ought pictures of misery intended 
to move the sensibilities of the 
hearers, but that which flows from 
deep and affectionate solicitude for 
their good. Augustine could weep 
in the pulpit; not for effect, but for 
real grief of heart; weep such tears 
as filled the eyes of that greater 
preacher who wrote, 'Many walk of 
whom I ha.ve told you before, and 
now tell you, eTen weeping, that 
they are enemies of the cross of 
Christ, whose end is destruction, 
whose god ili their belly, who glory 
in their shame. ' " 

THE SALVATION. OF LITTLE 
CHILDREN. 

BY REV. J. H. COOKE. 

"Can I bring him back age.in? I shall go 
to him, but he shall not return to me."-
2 Sillu EL xii. 2 3. 

IN this utterance of King David 
we have the wail of a sad heart 
cheered by a. bright hope. In every 
age, from innumerable weeping 
pa.rents, has the cry arisen for some 

beloved departed child, " Can I 
bring him ha.ck again? He shall 
not return to me."· But not ever has 
the comforting thought been added, 
" I shall go to him." Keen, very 
keen is the anguish the parent feels 
when God takes away a child; but 
when, from imperfect views of truth, 
there is added doubts of salvation of 
the departed soul, then there follows 
some of the keenest agony the be
liever can know on earth. Death 
has a singular power of developing 

· love; it throws a halo of beauty over 
those who are gone; excellencies 
scarcely prized before are now re
membered ; failings are forgotten; 
now they appear in a different light, 
and call forth a deeper love. We 
have heard of the illusory power of 
death, but is this illusion? Probably 
a higher wiEdom and a fuller insight . 
might reveal that this is the truer 
view. Well would it be, were we in 
life to consider the nobleness and 
overlook the failings of those dear to 
us, as we do after death. This. spirit 
iB especially manifested by the be
reaved parent. He forgets all im
perfections, he recalls the beauty, 
the affection, the intelligence and the 
promise of unusual excellen~e in the 
future, and bitterly regrets the loss, 
as he says, "He shall not return to 
me.'' 

The hour of mental anguish is 
not ever the best time to calmly 
pursueaninquiryaftertruth. Manya 
bereaved parent, the Christian pastor 
knows well, has greatly magnified 
his trouble by doubting or question
ing the salvation of little children. 
It is well to have a clear view upon 
this subje;it, a!1d ~ow it is proposed 
to calmly mqmre mto the scriptural 
warrant tor believing that when 
young children die their souls enter 
into bliss, that if any of us are 
called to pass through such a trial, 
·we may have the consolation of 
David,· with the higher consola-
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ii.on given by David's Souaii.dLord, 
and be enabled <to ,sa,y, "Not lost 
but gone before.'' ·" I ,shall ,go to 
him," '" He is with Qhrist and far 
better." 

I.-We begin by enquiry, Are 
there really any grounds for question
ingthesalvation of littlechildxen? It 
is true they inherit a sinful nature, 
shapen in iniquity, born in sin. But 
the living soul within is the offspring 
of 0God. It is impossible to ·believe 
in ·a ·righteous God punishing any 
iff His creatures for a condition in 
the selection of which they had no 
voice, until by perverseness and de
pravity, they have wilfully made it 
their ohoioe. The justice and right
eonsness of God is a foundation truth 
Which cannot be questioned. 

But children are subjeottd to 
temporal·suffering: may not this be
eome eternal ? The ·answer to this 
is readily found. In the Scriptures 
we 'learn that temporal suffering is 
the common lot of human creatures. 
'-' Man is hmm· to trouble as the 
sparks fly upward.'' " Of few -days 
841d. fu.ll of tr.auble.'' But with re
gard to eternal suffering, the state
ments are :very different. In every 
oase it is spoken ,of as punishment, 
the just desert 0f a guilty life. The 
one who is cast into outer darkness 
is "the wicked and slothful se:i:vant.'' 
In the description of the-time when 
the Son of Man shall come in His 
glory, those -0n His left hand are 

1 permitted• to reason with Him, and 
it is not, till convinced of their guilt, 
that -they pass into everlasting 
punish:nent. :An accurate judgment, 
accordmg to works, ever precedes 
final condemnation, and God is 
justified. Justified in the salvation 
of the saved by His grace and 
equally justified in the cond~mna
tion of the lost .by their works. 
Every statement we have of the 
solemnities of the great white throne 
is opposedto thenotion that children 

may be found amonglit-theetlli.lwilly 
lost,eouls. 

II.-A:full,ole.ar,eta.tement of the 
two views may help us. iA•ohild.is 
born of ·Cl1ristian .parents; an im
mortal soul entrusted -to their care. 
The deepest• ,emotions of the heairt 
are called forth. A new, leas selfish, 
more self-denying and in many 
respects nobler .Jove is ,awakened. 
Themore ofGod1s spirit they possess 
the stronger will that love be. For 
a few months, or a few years, the 
child has thenurture,th<t admonition, 
the brightness of a Christian house
hold. With the earliest.de:wn of in• 
tellect, he learns of one called gentle 
Jesus, wiErest, best,.and most loving 
of all beings; he is !even to some 
extent consoious that Ii[is love is to 
be supreme. As yet he has no com
prehension of the great moral con
flict of earth. The perception of the 
awfulness of sin he has net yet .at
tained; hence by no solemn decision 
of will . has he chosen Christ. .All 
this might have come in .time ; there 
was fair ground for -hoping it would. 
A thousand earnest believing pri;.yers 
had arisen to God for this, in the 
name of Christ. Ere he knew " to 
refuse the ,evil and ehoose the good.," 
the God who is not '' willing thatany 
should perish," summons him ,to 
His presence. Fearless he enters, 
but to encounter ttie wrath of the 
Lamb,and the One whom he had been 
taught to believe in as the Good · 
Shepherd who loves little children, 
bids him "Depart ye cursed." Dowu 
to the realms of endless. ruin and 
despair he is hurled, he who never 
chose evil, never truly rejected
Christ, for him there has been no fair 
opportunity of repentance, fears··are 
all unavailing, prayers all unheard. 
Brethren, the supposition is silnply 
monstrons ; and yet the .unhallowed 
thought is sometimes entertained. 
Not unfrequently tl!e fair statement 
of a ,question . .b~gs its own ausw,r, 



':J?he utter impossibility-0f this needs 
no argument to those who .believe 
that God is holy, just, and true,
that God. is ilove. 

'il'he other view -rend~s all cle!lil". 
" ll'he :wages of -sin is death,- but the 
gift of God is ·eeternalllie through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.'' Salvation 
is wholly by grace. Ere the child 
ha?! done the work of sin and earned 
its wages, the abounding grace takes 
him to a ,scene of purity. ·He ean 
receive -,the ·welcome, " Come, ye 
blessed, inherit the ,kingdom pre
pared for you from the foundation 
of the world." Now, like -the angels 
that were born into bliss without 
probation, he enters into joy. His 
faculties are nurtured in the light 
of glory. He learns wflat he might 
have been had it not been for the 
work of Christ. From him there 
arises a new song, without which 
the anthem of heaven would not 
be· complete. The shipwrecked 
mariner, who, after a fearful ex
posure to the storm, yet arrives 
home safely, has ,a song of grati
tude; but a .sweet, if gentler .strain 
of praise, should -surely come from 
him who has had a brief and sunlit 
voyage. .The argan of heaven will 
not be complete without the dul
ciana stop of redeemed childhood. 
The songs of those ,who were babes 
and sacltlings on earth will be 
needed there to perfect praise. 

III.-The :tender interest which 
our Lord displayed whilst on earth 
in little children, and His state
ments with regard -to th8lll, are 
utterly irreconcileable with the sup
position of their eternal ruin. Three 
remarkable sayings here ea.II for 
our attention. 

I. '.I.'he first is, " Take heed that 
,e .despise not one of these litile 
4Bea; for I -say unto you, That in 
heaven their angels do always be
hold the :face of my Fat.her which 
is in heaven.'' Angel . rea.lly means 

messenger, -mu! the phrase, "beholli 
the :face" is somewhat equivalent-to 
the English expression, " have free 
access; " the mea~g is, ;that God 
is ever ready to ,give attent.ion to 
the needs -of little clrlld:ren, -and ,to 
receive messages concerning them. · 
He cares for them. Our Lord goes 
on to say, "For the Son of Man is 
come to s11.ve that which was lost.'' 
On another oeoasion,when speaking 
of .men, He said, "The Son of Mam. 
is come to seek and to ·save Um.t_ 
which was lost." To seek suggeilts 
-the poB?!ibility of difficulty in find~ 
·ing. Alas, .multitudes Btmy so far 
in the jungles of sin, that they 
never :return ; but little children 
are so mear the fold, they have· but 
to be saved, not sought. Still 
further, He -goes -on to say, '' Even 
so it is not the will of your Father 
which is in heaven that one of these 
little•ones should perish.'' 

2. The second is, that tender 
welcome of our loving Lord, so dear 
to every mother's heart, the first 
divine message she conveys to her 
child : '' Suffer little children fo 
come unto Me, and forbid them 
not; for of such is the- kingdom ·of 
heaven." 

3. The third is intimately con• 
nected with the last; '' Verily, I 
say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God 418 e. 
little child, he shall not enter there
in." This was not the only occa
sion 011 which our Lord spoke tha 
In another pl~ce we find Him say
ing, "Except ye be converted 1md 
become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of hea
ven." In the broader knowledg,e 
and stronger will of the matwer 
life, it is th-e recovery of the humble, 
simple, teachable, trusting spirit of 
childhood that evinces the disciple
ship of Christ. These and otb6r 
statements of our Lard reveal that 
His .heart waa towards -little cWI.· 
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dr@, and that He was the Good 
Shepherd who should gather the 
lambs with His arm and carry 
them in His bosom. 

IV.-Thus, then, passing away 
from this world little children go to 
the presence of the Lord. Whilst 
on earth He distinctly and re
peatedly revealed Himself to have 
a heart full of love for little chil
dren; He expressed strong dis
pleasure with those who doubted 
His readiness to receive them ; He 
sho~ed . delight in their songs of 
P:aise; and_ almost the only occa
~1on on which He appeared joyful 
is thus recorded : " In that hour 
Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, 
I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that Thon hast 
hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes: even so, Father, for so 
it seemed good in Thy sight." True, 
they have inherited a sinful nature, 
and none such can enter heaven 
but the blood of J esns Christ 
cleanseth from all sin. It is ob
vious that the redeemed inherit 
many ·glories to which' infants, as 
such, even · were they pure and 
holy, can have no title. A glorious 
and immortal body fashioned like 
to that of Chriet ; eternal life in 
Christ and all which that em
br'."ces; the sustaining and sancti
fymg power of the Spirit of the 
~ord ; the white robes. of heavenly 
nghteousness; an inheritance in
corruptible, undefiled, and that 
!adeth not away; an abiding home 
11?- the Father's house of many man
sion~ pr,epared for the objects of the 
SaVIonr s love ; a special rank and 
share of divine love, to follow the 
Lamb whitliersoever He goetb, 
above the other inhabitants of 
ilory. But to these none are en
titled. All are the gifts of the 
overflowing grace of tlie Saviour. 

_ Not ea.rned, by service, however 

long or good, ·but given to whom' 
He will. n: needs not a long life to serve 
God well. A very short time ma.y 
suffice to complete the speoial work 
des.igned by ths Master. The soul's 
mission here may be to awaken deep 
affection, to exercise the sweet and 
softening influence of childhood, to 
sow hallowed seeds in the hearts of 
parents," and sisters, aµd brothers, 
and nurses, and teachers, andfriends, 
that shall in time flower into holy 
gentleness and precious fruit. Then, 
having accomplished all that God 
intended, the child is called away to 
bliss. And the parents, and often 
not the parents only, go forth feel
ing that their heart is more in 
heaven, for now they have a trea
sure there. In the deep waters of 
sorrow they fi:rfd precious pearls that · 
enrich their sonls. New·sympathies 
and power to console other sufferers 
are given. Heaven is brighter for 
the hope of seeing a little darling on 
the banks of the pure river of water 
of life. Often in the quiet night, 
and even amidst the business of the 
day, is heard a little voice calling, 
" Come, come up hither ! " It is 
impossible to calculate the amount 
of sanctifying influence left in our 
midst by departed babes. This world 
is wonderfully more beautiful for the 
flowerl!I that spring fro:ip. little chil
dren's graves. 

" In all things He shall have pre
eminence." Accepting the doctrine 
of the salvation of those who die in 
early childhood, we have a consola
tory evidence of this. Christ entered 
into conflict with the great foe, and 
will destroy the works of Satan. 
In their redemption He obtains 
immediate and complete victory to 
the extent of one half of the human 
race. The H~ly Spirit of the Lord 
is able to fit the youngest for glory. 
He is stated to have sanctified Jere
miah and others in olden time from 
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the birth, and this may explain the 
language of the Apostle who saw 
a great multitude before the throne 
gathered, not only from everynatfon, 
but from every kindred and tongue. 

V.-A word to bereaved parenis. 
God has asked you for your child 
for Himself. He spared not His own 
Son, but freely gave Him up for us 
all. Your little one, in departing, 
mu•t surely, if you will listen, have 
preached such a sermon as no other 
minister could preach on the text. 
"'God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life ; " and, perhaps, still furthtr on, 
the glorious revelation, "As many 
as received Him, to them gave He 
power to b_ecome the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His 
name." For in your earnest desire 
and unmitigated effort to save that 
,child from temporal death, you 
dimly set forlli how God deals with 
you to save you from eternal death. 
No distant stream can rise to the 
height of its source, no human pa
rental affection can attain to the 
height, and depth, and length, and 
breadth, of the love that passes 
knowledge. The Gospel is replete 
with consolation, but after all there 
is none like this. Let the child of 
God, then, not be satisfied with sub- . 

THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

BY SCRl"TATOB. 

CHAPTER V.-On Chapel Debts. 

"Tms is my library, Mr. Ernest. 
A nice snug place, is it not? Just 
the place to spend quiet half hours 
with the best authors I Take a look 

mission, but seek for peaceful, even 
joyful acquiescence, in a loving 
Father's will. 

But the question of our text may 
arise in another form. Let the be
reaved parent, assured that Christ 
will not cast out the innocent child, 
inquire if He may not the guilty 
parent. He has saved vour child. 
Has he saved you? And if within 
you there be' no good hope through 
grace on this account, consider 
your lost condition. It was hard to 
part, it will be harder at the great 
white throne. You may meet there 
to part for ever-across the gulf 
to see the beautiful darling all 
glorious with the Lord as you de
part to the outer darkness. The 
thought is 11wful, thrice awful, and 
we but suggest it to awaken you to 
earnestness. God has spoken to you, 
apoken by His Word, spoken by 
your conscience, spoken by the or
dinances of His house, and yet 
again, in this the way most calcu
lated to touch your careless heart, 
and arouse you to your state. Why, 
0 why will ye die? Look up, and 
see a loving Saviour who says, 
" Come unto M_e all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. -Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of Me ; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls." . 

at the books, and talk about any
thing you like." 

"Thank you, Mr. Stirling. I will do 
so. Will you then allow me to ask you 
a few questions relative to your for
mer connection with our Church?'' 

"Most willingly. Draw me out 
as much as you choose. I have 
nothing to keep back that I am 
aware of.'' 



"Th& first question, then~ that I 
will ask you is this : When did you · 
join the Church ? " 

"Aoout three months. after the 
chapel was opened." 

'' Then you were not associated 
with the friendB when the Church 
'WlliS founded ? " 

" I was not; for I dwelt in another 
parl of the country. But one of the
:firat things I did when I came into 
this neighbourhood wM to- get my 
membership transferred from the 
Bl'tptist Church with which I had 
been happily connected for seven 
yeue; t.o your Ghurch.'' 

" In what condition was this 
C1turch when you joined it?'' 

" It was just beginning to reap 
the fruit of a great blunaer." 

"What blunder, sir, was that?'' 
"A blunder which, unfortunately 

for Dissenting Churches, is, I am 
sorryto say, very fashionable in the 
Jm!fient day-the blunder of get
ting into debt. But perhaps, Mr. 
Ernest, you would not call that'a 
blunder?" 

'' Would it not depend, Mr. Stir• 
ling, upon the circumstances of the 
ease?'' 
"r should. say, No. A thing is 

either right or -wrong. If it is 
right, it should be done ; ff it is 
wrong, it should not be done. My 
argument would be that under any 
circumstances it; is wrong to. incur 
debts; and that on that ground 
chapel debts are great blunders:' . 

" Will you please give me your 
proof for that? " 

'' My proof is God's Word, You 
know. the old axiom:-' The Bible, 
and the Bible alone is the religion 
of Protestants.' I only wish it 
1rn11. I fancy that if all kinds of 
Protestants had to prove their re
ligion from the Bible they would 
find themselves to be in as great a 
dilemma e,aa Roman Catholics are 
when they strive to prove their 

Popish dogma.a from the same 1:look. 
But putting that aside,· you will 
cer~inly · concede to me this, that 
' The Bible and the Bible alone 
ougkt to ue the religion of Pro
testants.' That· granted, the ques
tion I ask is this : Does the Bible 
under any circumstances affirm or 
assume that 'it·is right for Christian 
people to get into debt ? Find me 
a single passage of Scripture titat 
warrants !Ucha proeednre ! I know 
of none. But I do know of ~ 
pa.-ssage at least that is dead against 
it. In Rom. :xiii. 8 we have the 
express command:-"Owe no man 
anything, but to love one. another." 
To me that command is as de
cisive as ' Thou shalt not commit 
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou 
shall not steal ; ' for if you will look 
at the chapter, you wilI find that 
' owe no man anything' is included 
by the Apostle in the same category; 
Who would say that it depended 
upon the circumstances of the case · 
as. to whetb:eritwasright to commit 
adultery, to kill, to steal,. to bear 
false witness, to covet, or to break 
any one of the Ten Commandments? 
You would not let expediency be 
the rnle there. Yet while you are 
prepared to argue that it would be 
very wrong to plead expediency as 
the warrant-for breaking any one of 
these moral laws, you willingly 
allow it to he your warrant for 
breaking the inspired command to 
abstain from incurring debt. You 
do not say that it is right to incur 
debt : but that the necessities of a 
case may warrant it. In other 
words, 'You must have a chapel: 
you cann@t pay for it : theref~re y~m 
must get into ·debt to burld 1t.' 
That is your argument, as I under
stand it. So forthwith carrying 
out the expedient theo~y, you break 
God's Word: do evil that good 
may come ; and then think youl" 
selves hardly used when you have 



toe reap.fur. many:yeam. thasa.d.COllb 
aequenees." 

'' Strongly put, Mr. Stirling: but 
take the case of this Church, a.Ad 
let· me see how you. would meet it. 
A. few Christian people gather in a 
hired room for worship for some 
months. A Church is formed, and 
converts are added. The room is 
ultimately crowded. and more s.pace 
is wanted. What is to be done? 
They cannot go on a.a they are ; 
people want accommod11;tion, and 
they must provide it for them. 
Now, if they could pay for it they 

· would not incur debt; but when 
they cannot what else are they to 
to do? It seems to me to be a 
real necessity.'' 

"It. is: a pity, then, that God's 
W-01:d does not provide for such 
' necessity ! ' According to your 
theory it does not. It says abso
lutely and authoritatively, 'Owe no 
man anything," and here you have 
a ease where Christian people 
are compelled by the sheer force 
·of uncontrollable circumstances to 
break the commandment. But I 
demur entirely both to the premise 
and th.e conclusion. God's Word is 
not so blind as not to foresee such 
a case and to provide for it. It is
really just the caae that is provided 
for. We will say that. yau have 
etated it fairly. No one disputes 
that the people w.ant accommoda
tion, &nd that it is desirable for 
them to have it. Bnt the question 
fa ' How lld:'e they to procure it ? 
Shall they at onee attain their end 
by running into debt.' You say 
'Yes: let them in= debt.' But I 
aay No; there is another and a 
better way; rather· let them obey 
the Scriptures, and take measures 
to secure their building without in
curring debt. They may just as
well Btrive even on the ground of 
cpediency to get the money before
lmwt &e- after ; and it would, in my 

m 

opinion, sav& them from mueh risk 
and fature embarrassment." 

" But might they not in Buch a 
case have to wait a long while 
without their chapel, and be put to 
greatinconvenience? " 

"Probably BO. Those who walk 
in God's way are not supposed to be 
exempt from patient waiting and 
trial. But I am persuaded that in 
the long run they would be the 
gainers. The advantages are ob~ 
vioue. l. Walking in God's way 
they might justly e;x.pect His 
bleSBing. 2. Their avowed deter• 
mination to the world,;,to smrer in
convenience rather than break one 
of the Lord's expres11 commands 
would honour the Lord and prove 
to all around that their faith was 
genuine. 3. They would not then 
be charged with inconsistenQy: in 
urging individnali! to aToid getting 
into debt while they themselves 
harv:e wilfully contracted a hug& 
chapel debt. 4. '.!-'hey would, under 
the pressure of inconvenience, be 
constantly waiting upon God to 
Bend them needful help; and in the 
use of proper means their faith 
would be greatly_ strengthened by· 
the precious answers, small and 
great, that from time to time the:r 
would receive. 5. They wowd be 
saved from the temptation of build
ing too. large a, place, ru: o( 
spending money on. useless· orna
mentation . 6. When opened free 
of debt the chapel would be a nobl& 
monument of the power of faith,. 
prayer, and· labour; and prove a, 
striking illustration of the effic11.c:r 
of the voluntary system. 7. The 
way would then be paved for doing 
enlarged spiritual work without th& 
workers being_ hindered by pecu
niary burdens. &. Should th& 
people believe it to be their duty 
to give 'a minister a call to acs -
cept the pastorate they could do · 

, so . wiih the pleasant, feeling 
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that his · salary was not likely 
to be crippled by their. having to 
meet thai and a chapel debt also. 
9. They would enter upon their 
enlarged sphere with the certainty 
of there being no church strife in 
developing ways and means to meet 
.the mortgagees' pressing require
ments. And, -lastly, the Christian 
character of the Church would, as 
a final result, be demonstrated to 
all around; and the cause would 
thus become more than ever a source 
of attraction to all those who love 
sterling principle and scriptural 
practice. Surely these are not slight 
advantages, and they are worth 
seeking l Whether you think so or 
not, Mr. Ernest, my experience has 
shewn me, that a chapel opened free 
of debt is far more likely to become 
a. power for spiritual good than a 
chapel burdened with debt, which I 
have too often sorrowfully observed 
to be a· source of evil rather than 
good to those connected with it.'' . 

'' To a large extent I ge with you, 
Mr. Stirling. I could not willingly 
incur debt myself, on the ground 
that it would be wrong for me to do 
so : and I might justly argue that 
wnat is wrong for me is wrong for 
others. I am also willing to admit 
that, if it is not right for one person 
·to incur debt, it cannot be right for 
twenty or for fifty. Still, I am not 
satisfied that you meet fully these 
chapel cases. As an illustration, 
t.ake our own chapel. Consider how 
nobly the . poor people gave and 
toiled to get the chapel erected, and 
so far paid fer. The wonder was 
that th&y did so much in so little 
time. They prayed over it and 
prayed often, and the answers sent 
were sometimes considered to be 
most remarkable, greatly strength
ening their faith. Did not that 
show that they were walking in 
God's way, and that they received 
His blessing? When the chapel is 

opened it is .half paid for, and th~ 
deeds are handed over to the mort· 
gagee, who, by thus holding the pro· 
perty, is fully secured from loss. 
To him certainly no wrong is done. 
On the contrary, he is well pleased 
with the bargain. He knows that 
come what will he is safe for twenty 
shillings in the pound." 

'' I am willing, Mr. Ernest, to 
give the poor people all the credit 
they deserve for their work of faith 
and labour of· love. I also grant, 
that, to · a large extent the Lord 
helped them. My argument does 
not require a denial of these facts. 
But that is no proof that they were 
perfect in thought or in action. If 
God waited to bless us until we 
acted in every respect scripturally, 
I am afraid we should have in many 
cases to go without the blessing. It 
is to us a sweet proof of His love 
and care that He often helps .us 
when our work is most defective. 
If He did not thus help defective 
persons and defective organisations, 
I know not what would become of 
the Church and the world. I should 
rather argue thus: If God blessed 
this Church to a certain extent 
when acting defectively, how much 
more would He have blessed it, bad 
the poor people been determined to 
suffer any inconvenience rather 
than break one of His known com
mandments ! The blessing, I be
lieve, would have been increased 
tenfold. Then as to the mortgagee: 
no doubt in most cases he is safe 
enough. The wrong is not the 
wrong done to him, but the wrong 
that the Church does to itself in 
entering into a contract which is a 
breach of God's Word, and is certain 
to involve it in more or less diffi
culty. But we have had sufficient 
argument : let us come to fact. 
How has it fared with the Baptist 
Church in GrumbletoWI).? For :fif
teen years it has indisputably had 
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hard up-hill work to pay its pastor's 
salary, and meet its numerous 
claims. The £250 debt remains on 
the chapel still; and for that sum 
fully £170 have been paid in the 
shape of yearly interest. To my 
knowledge £200 at least have been 
paid at vru:iou,a times for extras and 
improvements. The incidental ex
penses are four times as great as 
they were when the church met 
in its hired room. The ministers 
have invariably had a wretched 
salary, and a salary often curtailed 
as the result of the churtih being 
compelled to meet its urgent calls. 
The interest of the debt, extras and 
improvements, incidentals, chapel 
and school anniversaries, missions, 
quarterly collections, subscriptions 
and collections for various objects, 
-all these urgent calls have had to 
be met; and as it was found next to 
impossible to meet them and pay 
the minister's salary fully too, inva
riably the poor parson has had to 
be the chief sufferer. I do not hesi
taie to say that the constant strug
gle to meet all expenses, and the 
minister's salary, has laid the foun
dation of a great part of the strife 
and disunion that has made your 
church a bye-word in the town; 
and it is, I fear, the case wHh many 
more such causes in the kingdom." · 

"No doubt it is. But after all is 
there not, Mr. Stirling, a bright side 
even to chapel debts? Do they not 
set people to work, and often to 
work hard in·endeavouring to liqui
date them? To keep members 
alive, you will admit they must 
have something to do: they must 
be kept from the curse of idleness. 
Now, see what scope these chapel 
debts give for varied labour. See 
how ~arnestly the younger members 
beg! What interest the ladies take 
in getting up sewing meetings and 
bazaars I What ingenious schemes 

are devised to get up a certain defi
nite sum! , How many pleasant tea 
meetings and parties are held ! How 
many popular preachers are sent 
for to plead for the cause who other
wise might never be heard in the, 
district! What a number of in
structive and entertaining lectures 
are frequently given tending to 
educate the people l See how in all 
these ways the people are taught to 
give, .and how often they do give 
with a generosity and self-denial 
that is most praiseworthy. Surely, 
sir, when you think of all these good 
things, you will candidly admit that 
chapel debts are not wholesale 
evils!" 

"I think, Mr. Ernest, that in an 
amusing way you have said the best 
that can be said for chapel debts. 
But granting you all that you de
mand-though I might demur som~
what to the propriety of some of 
your ingenious schemes for getting 
rid of chapel debts-I would say 
how much better it would be for 
the Church to work to prevent a 
chapel debt rather than to liquidate 
it. Set the members to work in any 
lawful way to get the money re
quired beforehand ; you will have 
just as much scope for va,ried labour 
in this cai,e as in the other. It is, 
to say the least, as I have already 
-hinted, more scriptural, more expe
dient, and far less likely to do harm 
to the spiritual life of the Church. 
A chapel opened free of debt must 
be a fragrant, free-will offering to 
the Lord; far more so,in my humble 
opinion, than a new chapel with a 
debt on it. But if you please we 
will change the strbjoot, for I think 
we have said enough about it, and as 
you want. to hear IIJ.y experience of 
church life as a member of your 
Church, sit down and I will now 
give it you." 

(To b6 continued.) 



· ,Kempst.er's Home Library. Well 
bonnd,wUh printed wrapper and good 
paper-imd type, and excellent contents 
for sixpence a volume. We have before 
us two of these admirable cheap books. 

--From DarkneBs to Light. By Re'l'.· 
F. Wa.gstaff. And &citations in Ve,·se. 
Written and Selected by Harriett 
Glazebrook. This volume is admi
rably adapted for Band of Hope and 
Temperance Meetings. We trust this 
series of good books will have a large 
and remunerative oireulation. They 
are well adapted· for cottage and man
l!ion, •"for public meetings and home 
rea.iHng. (Pliblished ·at 9 and 10, 
Br:ide's Avenue, 'Fleet Street.) · 

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS 

'The Baptist Magazine. An able 'and 
thoroughly good number. 

Ragged School Union :Magazine, full 
_()f informatiCII! on tho inimediato labour 
1121d labourers in Ragged Schools. 

The ,Hive, ever full of good and 
adapted material to help Sunday-school 
teachers. · 

TheBiblicalMuseum(Part40) in thia 
number form, and at the low price of 
3d., should command the support of 
all Sunday - school teachers, lay 
preachers, and students. -

'The Interpreter (Part 16) will be 
completed in five more numbers. Th·e 
plan with which Mr. Spurgeon began 
this wcrk for family wor;,hip has been 
most uniformly suata.med, so that we 
have nothing to add. to our former 
noticea. 

Catholic Se,·mons. (Longley,29, Far-

ringdon-st1'0et.) Thll! admir-&ble sari~ 
of unsectarian -sermons ,sustains its ,re
putation for supplying most excellent 
discourses by living praacbers of 'our 
various Evangelical denomina.trons, 
both American and English, and desen& 
universal circulation. Well printeeh~nd 
only one penny eaeh monthly ~
Talmage, Charles Garratt, A. M~, 
anil Mr.- Pnnshon, are <among b 
preachers whose sermons have , been 
supplied. 

The Churches of Christ ; tkeir claim 
to mutual recognition. A Serm11n ,bif 
Rev. S. Minton, M.A. (Elliot Stock, 
3d.) This vary good &IJ,d liberal spirite\i 
tliscaurse was ,preached by 'this popular 
clergyman in the Islington Presbyterian 
Church, . and though now -n-0arly two 
yellirs age, the spirit ·an·d prineipll!B ·(!! 
it are worthy of gellllral reeoguitiwn 
and universal diffusion. 

Tlte .Appeal, cheap and good. 
The -Reehabites of Sci-ipture. -13y 

Rev. W. T. Aday. (Leeds: Moxon &n<l, 
Barmby, Id.) A ~lear, excellent 
sermon. 

The Baptist holds on' its way, and 
we are glad to see in the number 'for 
the 10th, a good :report of the Lolidoll. 
Quarterly Baptist Association. 

The Freeman was neve:r better;ima 
pursues its course, no doubt stirred up by 
its younger competitor. There is mnpM 
room for both, if our people felt 1:he 
value of the press for the maintena.n• 
and extension of the truth, civil ,liad 
religious. , 

Qua,·te,·ly &cord of the Trinitarian 
Bible Society, is a faithful raporl ,ilil 
the work of that excell"nt Sooi&':r. 
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REY-, G, D. Ev,ui,s, of. Grove-n,a,1 
Oh,i.pe],: hll,s; accepted- .au unanimous 
iuriWion to the pastorats of Old King
~:li,Chapel, Bristol. 

DALSJ!QN· Jm,TCl'ION.~A.t a spacial 
u,11l'eh mei,ting held o.n. April 2; it was 
:rell!llT<&d to invite the Rev. Ale;s:andcr 
~,- M.&., to. the pll.lltoratft. In 
a&;l&pang. the, invitation, Mt. Carson 
Q.Pl:'l¼ll!letl himself &a. very hopefnl re
•pecting his new sphere of labour. 

Rev. J. S. Colville, of Market Har
borough, has accepted an· invitation to 
the _chwch at Sudbury. 

R;e_v. J. Smjth, of Winslow, has ac. 
~p:1;$d an mvitation to the. pasto~ate. of. 
Zl.on Chapel, Chatham. 

Mr. A. E; Soddon, of Regent's,pa,;k 
OriUege, has accepted a cordial invita
tim1. from the ehu.rc4 at Kington, _Here-
for9-$l.ire, . 

Rf;lv. ;r; Hilli;nan has resigi;ied the 
!)llswrate. of the church at Bai:tou .. Mills 
aqd Mildenhiill, Suffolk, which b.e has· 
held for upwards of seven years, having 
~c~ted a1;1 invitation to th!l church at 
QJ:lapel Fold, Dewsbury. 

ReT. ;EI: Gillmore has resigned the 
pllBtorate of the churah at Y aringdon,, 
Bllrks,. after a ministry of seven· years-. 
Th,i;stop is greatly regretted by persons 
ef. every shado of bolicf in Y aringdon, 
by, whom Mr. Gillmoro is highly re-
Bp!l:Cted. 

0l,D KEN;I:,-ROAO.-The Rev. J. 
Janis, president of the Metropolitan 
Tiibern1>1:fo E:rnngelical Association, has 

. 11.\l~P,:tlld the invitation to the pastorate 
•f Alfted,p]ace Chapel, Old Kent-road. 

The- Rev; H. Williams,. of U,.bridge, 
~s left England for Illinois, U.S. 
America. • 

PRESENTATIONS •. 

:Rev; John Clark, of Eye, has been 
preaent-,d, with .650, subscribed by his 
eongregation• and friends; as a mark 
ef, esteem· on- l!is· leaving Elhgland' for 

Nova, Seotia. The preeen:tation wu 
made by the Rev. T. M,. Morris, at:.a 
public meeting in tho Town Hall, Eya, 
at which between 600 and 7.00 ;pe~ 
were present. Mr. Cla;rk has aooedod 
to a request to print his, farewell 
sermon. 

The first, annivereary of,· the new 
cause at Willingham, Cai:nbs, was, held 
on the 25th of March, when the, pro,, 
ceeds of the tea, £8 8s. 5d,, was pr.e,. 
sent.ad:- to the ~- W:. JMkflon,, the 
pastor, as a 1oken oi eeteem. Mrs 
Cor.nolius. Robinson-, of St. Ives,. j:n-.s.. 
sided, and donations · were. promiBild 
towards the new tabernacle. 

RECOGNITION&. 

Rev. J.J. Dalton w-as publfoly;_rt10Qg,: 
nised as pastor of Bethel Chapel, In~ 
firmary-street, Bradford, on the .7th 
April; Mr. James Rhodes, the senior. 
deiwon, presided, and addresses were 
given by the Rovs. W. H. Ibber~on, J-; 
Dann, R.P.Macmaster, D. Wood, J.A. 
Andrews, T. Horsfield, Dr. Russell, and· 
J. Hayley. 

LONDON: EOGWARE-ROAD.-The re
cognition of Rev. Dawson Bum's, M.4-., 
as co-pastor of the chureh meeting, at 
Church-street Chapel, took place olli 
Good Friday, in connection- with the 
usual congregational tea-meeting held 
that evening. Dr, Burns gave a brief
statement of· his own pastof3te from• 
1835 to 1874, nearly thitiy-rrine years,. 
and the invitation of himself and-church• 
to the Rev; Dawson Burns to the co~ 
pastorate. He stated that. up to tho 
end of 1873·he had preached fivo thou
sand and ninety-nine sermons, ancl· had 
baptized one thousand !IDd nine persons. 
Rev. Dawson Burns then gave the 
reaaons which incluced him to accept. 
the invitation. Congratulation on this 
mutual union was spoken to· by the 
Revs. E. Davis and James H. Blake, of, 
Bow .. Words of counsel and prayer 
were offered by the Rev. Dr. Angus;. 
the Rev, W. M:; Jone~ spoke on the 
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relationship of the American Free Bap
tist Churches with those of Great 
Britain; the Rev. Mr. Morgan (of the 
American Bible Union) spoke on the 
true oneness of the Church comprising 
all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ·; 
and the Rev. J. Morgan (Congregational 
minister) spoke on the Christian Church 
with its mission in connection with tem
perance institutions. Dr. Burns closed 
the meeting with prayer. 

At Boxmoor, Rev. J. W. Thomal! has 
been welcomed to the pastorate of the 
church recently vacated by Rev. H. C. 
Leon&rd, M.A., on account of ill-health. 
J. Marnham, Esq., presided. Rev. G. 
Rogers gave,the chaxgo to the pastor, 
who, with Rev. H. C. Leonard and Rev. 
T. Foston, gayo addresses. A sermon 
by Mr. Leonard and a large public tea 
preceded the service. 

Rev. Levi Palmer was publicly re
cognised on the 7th April as pastor of 
the church at Woodstock. Rev. W. 
Allen presided. Prayer was offered by 
the Rev. W. Anderson, and tho charge 
to the pastor was given by Rev. George 
Rogers. The charge to the church was 
given-at a public meeting in the ovening 
by Rev. J. B. Myers, and the congre
ga.tion was addressed by Rev. W. 
Anderson. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

THE new cha.pel, Cannon-street, Ac
crington, ha.a been opened. A devo
tional meeting for the dedication of the 
builcling to the service of God was held, 
at which Dr. Landels delivered an ad
dress. On the following day, Dr. Landels, 
preached in the afternoon, and the Rev. 
A. Maclaren, B.A., in the evening. On 
Sunday, Rev. John Aldis conducted the 
services in the morning and evening ; 
a.nd on Wednesday, Rev. H. S. Brown, 
-0f Liverpool, was the preacher. The 
re~aining services of the opening 
senes were conducted by Ren. Charles 
Vince, Dr. Green, Charles Garrett, 
and J. P. Chown. The collections 
at the services on Thursday amounted 
to £167. It is calculated that £1 000 
will be required to free the ch~ch 
from debt. The old cha.pel in Black
burn-road, round which ol_llBter so 

many hallowed associations, , and 
which has been for many years the 
central gathering-place of the Baptists 
of North-East Lancashire, has been 
sold for £2,250. The total cost of the 
new chapel and schools is about£12,000, 
and of that sum the people have raised 
among themselves about £10,000. 

VENTNOR, IsLE OF WIGHT.-We a.re 
glad to learn that the works are in 
progress for the erection of the much
needed Baptist chapel here. Th0 
foundation stone was laid on Good 
l!'riday, by Mrs. J. Olney, of London, 
and the building will be in the GOjp.ic 
style, and is to cost £1,665, towlMs 
which there is in cash and promises 
nearly £1,000. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

SURBITON-mLL BAFTIS'r CIIAPEL.
A tea-meeting. was held at the Good 
Templar's Hall, Surbiton-hill, on Tues
day evening, 31st March, in connection 
with the congregation who use this hall 
on Sundays, during the erection of a 
new chapel. After tea a public meet
ing was held, Mr. J. Gowdy presiding. 
Mr. Ealing made a verbal report of the 
progress that had been made since they 
first met as a congregation twelve 
months since. A number of conver
sions had taken place, and they had 
..vidence that God was with them. 
With respect to the building fundfor 
the chapel now being erected, he said 
that £1,000 was required, and they 
had yet only £100 towards it, so that 
any subscriptions would ho acceptable. 
Next came addresses from the chair
man, the Rev. J. Perrin, T. Humphris, 
W. Wheatley, and G. D. Cox, who 
each expressed his hearty sympathy 
with the work, and wished the pro
motors of it God speed. A collection 
was made, amounting to £7 2s., of 
which £5 was given by the chairman, 
to whom a vote of thanks was unani
mously passed. 

At the anniversary services at 
Harvey-lane chapel, Leicester, it was 
stated that the place was now free from 
debt, the expenses incurred by the 
alterations, which amounted to .£500, 
having been pa.id about a month ago. 
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The sermons were preached by Rev. 
S. Manning, LL.D., of London. The 
collections amounted to £40. 

In response to an appeal at the tea
meeting by the pastor, the _Rev. W. L. 
Giles, the congregation of South-street 
Chapel, Greenwich, promised contr
bntions to the amount of £110 13s. to
wards defraying the necessary ex
penses of the chapel. £300 will be 
required. 

Sir T. Chambers, M.P., presided at a 
meeting held on the 7thApril,in aid of 
the now chapel to be erected in Suther
land-gardens for the chnrch meeting at 
the temporary place of worship in Mary
land-road. Sir Thomas gave a donation 
of £5 to the building fund. 

MORLEY, NEAR LEEDS.-On Easter 
Monday the foundation stone of a new 
schoolroom was laid by llfr. David 
Hartley. The young church at Morley 
has hitherto met in the Odd Fellows' 
Hall, bnt the new building, which will 
seat 500 people, is to be used both by 
the church and school until a chapel is 
erected. The church already numbers 
seventy-five members, Rev. J. Wool
fenden being the pastor. On Monday 
the Rev. W. Best, Dr. Stock, Charles 
Dyson, John Haslam, W. T. Adey, and 
many other friends, took part; and the 
proceedings closed with a tea at five, 
and a public meeting in the evening. 

The quarterly meeting of the London 
Baptist Association was held on Tues
day, April 7, at Stockwell Chapel, under 
the presidency of Rev. D. Jones, B.A., 
of Brixton. At the morning meeting a. 
paper on "Christian Fellowship" was 
read by Rev. J. Bigwood. At 2 o'clock 
the ministers and delegates dined to
gether, and at half-past 3 a paper was 
read by Rev. Clement Bailhache, en
titled," Stray Thoughts concerning the 
Association,'' which gave rise to an in
teresting discussion. At the public 
meeting in the evening, addresses were 
delivered by Revs. Charles Standford, 
R.H. Roberts, B.A., and T. V. Tymms. 

At meetings held on Good Friday in 
Lordship-lane Chapel, of which Rev. 
H. !· Tressider is the pastor, the col
lect1ons, with promises to aid in liqui
dating the debt upon the chapel, 
amounted to nearly to £300. Mr. H. 

Varley preached to a crowded con
gregation in the afternoon. John Olney, 
Esq., presided at the public meeting in 
the evening. 

BuoBR00K, N oRTITAMI'ToNSHIRE. -
The chapel having been entirely re
novated and repaired, re-opening ser
vices were held on April 14th. In the 
absence of the Rev. J. T. Brown, a 
sermon was preached by the Rev; J.B. 
Myors, and. a public meeting held, the 
Rev. T. !slip presiding, and the Revs. 
G. Jarman, T. A(iams, J. Allen, B.A., 
J. Lea Weston, J. c: Robinson, A. 
Smith, T. Howe, E. R. Broom, J. A. 
Caustin, and W. H. Payne, pastor, took 
part in the services. A public tea was 
held in a barn, and the proceeds of the 
day's contributions were about £30. 
The cost is about £320, and about half 
was previously raised. It is also pro
posed to hold a bazaar on Thursday, 
Mav 14. 

THE ancient church at Eythorne, 
Kent, which is believed to be the oldest 
in England, celebrated one of its most 
successful anniversaries ou Friday, 3rd 
of April. In the afternoon Rev. Dr. 
Culross, of London, preached the annual 
sermon to a crowded congregation; and 
after tea a recognition service was held 
in connection with the settlemont of 
Rev. John Stubbs as pastor of the· 
church. Mr. James Jacobs, one of the 
deacons, presided. Dr. Culross delivered 
the charge ; Rev. J. Drew offered 
prayer; and Rev. W. Garwood ad
dressed the church. Addresses were 
afterwards given by Revs. A.J.PaJmer, 
J. T. Bartram, J. Drew; W. A. Lining~ 
ton, of Ash; N. Dobson; R. Hobson; 
and R. T. Passingham. 

LAKE-ROAD CHAPEL SUNDAY·SCHOor,, 
LANDPORr.-The teachers of Lake
road Chapel Sunday-school being 
anxious to pay off the balance of the 
debt incurred in building the infant 
school and Bible-class rooms at the 
back of the chapel, and also to renovate 
the interior of the Sunday-school, which 
is much needed, have undertaken, re
lying on the generous assistance of 
their friends in the Church and oongr~ 
gation, to collect materials for holding 
11 sale of useful and fancy articles, to
wards the close of the summer months. 
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Contributions will be thankfully re
ceived by any of the teathers; by Rev. 
T. W. Medhurst, , Strathbungo Ifouse, 
Windsor-terrace, Southsea; Mr. John 
Crowter, 40, Lake-road, Landport ; Mr. 
E:Haggis, 49, Charles-street, Landport. 

REV. W. BRADEN preached the anni
versary sermons at Gold-hill Chapel, 
Chalfant, St. Peter, Bueks, on Easter 
Monday. At the public meeting in tho 
evening, presided over by J. J. Smith, 
Esq., it was stated by the pastor, the 
Rev. W. Hobling, that the presentrdebt 
on the chapel was £400, towardB which 
there was cash in hand and promises of 
help amounting to nearly £300. The 
eollections realised nearly £22. 

THE Victoria Baptist Church, Wands
worth-road, celebrated its first anniver
'l!ary last month, when the sermons were 
preached by Rev. C. B. Sawday, and 
~ev. V. J. Oharlesw0rth, and a public 
meeting was held under the presidency 
of 0. de Selincourt, Esq. The annual 
reports presented by the pastor (Rev. 
E. 1Ienderson) and the deacons showed 
that the church numbered 94 members; 
that there were 28 teachers and 342 
children in the Sunday-schools. The 
total income of the church for tho year 
amounted to £330, and £560 had been 
subscribed towards the erection of new 
schools, which are expected to cost not 
Iese than £800. 

GL.ADESTRY, RADNORSHIRE, - The 
.Sunday-school anniversary was held at 
Gladestry on the 5th and 6th of April. 
The sermon was preached by Rev. J. 
Williams, pastor. On Monday after
noon the Sunday-school scholars met at 
-i o'clock: They sat down to tea. After 
tea, they retired to an adjoining field, 
where they enjoyed themselves with 
many innocent and amusing games. In 
the evening a meeting was held in the 
chapel, presided over by the minister. 
The congregation was very large. A 
number of the scholars recited some 
excellent pieces in a most creditable 
mttnner. The choir went through a 
weil-aITanged progra=e. The whole 
-was most interesting, as well as profit-
able. . · 
. "Ru1m~N.-'I'he oltl Baptist"Me.eting, 

erected m 1796; h.e;s for sev.eral months 

past been cloeed for ·the purpose ·of 
enlargement and improvement, and on 
Tneeday week it was re-opened under 
the most encouraging circunrntaneee. 
The old-fashioned pulpit has been de
molished, and a very neat and service
able rostrum takes its place. The gas 
:fittings are new, and the organ :is 
undergoing repair at a cost of about 
£40. The wholo of the alterations; 
inclusive of the repair of tho organ; 
has cost about £690. Towards this 
sum the treasurer had received up to 
the day of opening something like £450, 
and the proceods of the services swelled 
the amount to over £500. The people 
aro a hard-working class: It is only a 
few years since that they built a hand
some and co=odious hom1e for tho.ir 
minister at a cost of £400, and now 
they have nobly succeeded in enlarging 
and beautifying their house of prayer. 
It is rather singular, and certainly 
worthy of record, that a lady who was 
present.at the opening of the chapel in 
1796, is still alive, and in full possession 
of all her faculties, and on Tuesday, 
though unable to be present,. she sent a. 
aum of money towards defraying the 
cost of improvement. For upwards of 
twenty years the late Rev. Mr. Whitter
more, the originator and proprietor of 
the Christian World; laboured in the 
pastorate there,and the present minister 
(the Rev. R. E. Bradfield) has laboured 
with moro or less success for more than 
eighteen years. The opening services 
were very successful. Dr. Burns 
prea.rhed in the afternoon, and in the 
evening a public meeting took place, 
and both were largoly attended. Ad
dresses were delivered by Dr. Burns, 
Rev. J. H. Millard, B.A., Rev. Mr. 
Vivian, Rev. Mr. :Fielder, and the chair
man, Mr. Wilkinson, of Addington. .A. 
tea was provided in the afternoo~, and 
about 400 persons assembled to p1utake 
of it. 

BAPTISMS. 
:Aberdare.-April ·Ii-, i.t Carmel Gh&pel, l!ten11; 

by Thowaa Jones. · 
Ar.miq.-,Apr!l:i, ,;Jll~cl>y R.:ao-m. 
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,.-iudiem.-M.,,-ch 22, Two, by R. P. 0o<lk. 
Hsrrou-i,o..F.,rneu.-Aprll 1, &t ~ Abbey

road Olui.peJ, Eight,. by J&m"8 BU/lilea. 
.Ba.,aleg.-April 12, e.t Bethel Qhapel, Six, 

by J. Morg1tn. 
Bath.-March 29, at Hay-hill (ihapel, Six, by 

J. R. Chamberlain. , 
Bemmoaris.-Mareh 22, Four, ·by "George 

Evans:. 
Bedmin.,tor, llristol.-A pril 2,&t Philip-street, 

Eleven, by W. Norris. 
B,ttws, Salop.-April 13, One, by T. Rowson. 
Blackburn.-March 20, &t Montague-street 

Chapel, Four, by J. Douglas. 
Boxmaor.-March 2.1'., Four, by J. W. 

Thomas. 
Bradford.-April o, at Ebenezer Chapel, 

Ripley-street, Three, by G. Edmondson: 
Brtz:ham, Devon.-April 5, Ten, by W. G. 

Hailatone. 
.Bromsgrov,.-March 28, at Worcester-street 

Ohapel, Two, by E. P. Barrett. 
Hur,t,r""k, N orthamptonshlre.-April li, Two, 

by W. B. Payne. 
Bure.,.-Mareh, 29, Four; April .5, Six, by J. 

Kemp. 
Burnmm, Somerset-March, 22, Eight, by 

W. Wiggins. 
Burnley, Lanca,,hlre.-April 5, at 11:benezer 

{Jbapel, Five, by G. Needham. 
Bushey New Town.-March 29, Two, by W. 

TI. Rolls. 
Carm<irthen.-April 13, at Priory-street 

{Jhapel, Four, by T. Lewis. 
Caxton, Uambs,-April ii, Eight, by Robert 

.John Middleton, 
Cheu, Maqna, Somerset.-March 29, Six, by 

G.M. Carlile. 
Oloughjold, Lancasbire,-March 29, Six, by 

A.:J. Parry. 
Colne, Lancashire.-March 2~, Eight, by J. 

Bury. 
0re,ce.-March 29, One, by F. J. Greening. 
.Dariford.-Marcb 26, Eleven, by A. Sturge. 
.Dowlais.-April 12, at Beulah Chapel, Nine, 

by J. Williams. 
.Dublin.-March 22, at Lower Abbey-street 

Chapel, Two, bJ D. E. Evans. 
Ea,t Dereham, Norfolk.-February I, One; 

March 1, Two; April 5, Two, by William 
Freeman. 

Ebbw Vale.-March 2~, at Zion English 
Church, Eleven, by W. Davies. 

Exeter.-March 31, at South-street Chapel, 
Three, by F. Bosworth. 

Eyth.orne.-Mareh 29, Six, by John Stubbs. 
Frome.-April 3,at&dcox-laneChapel, Six, 

by W. Burton.-· 
Gain,bon/, Lincolnshire.-March 80, One, 

by A. J. RobJnson, in the Chapel, Kirton-in
Lindsey (kindly Jent for the occasion). 

Gla,g0!6.-A pril 12, Fourteen, 'by B. -Phillips, 
!B.A. 

Great Grimsby.-March 29, at Upper Bur
;ge•s-street Chapel. Four, by E. LauderdaJe. 

Hal,j'ilx.-April 5, at Trinity-road Chape~ 
Seven, by Je.mes Parker. 

Ha,r,lope.-Aprill2, at the New Chapel, One, 
by R. T. Lewis. · 

Horham.-Aprll ;;, Four, by T. Heddy. 
Hucknul/ Torkarcl,-April 11 Eij;ht, by J. T 

A11117. 

Kingsta#lev, Gloa.-April I, Ten, by 'W. 
Coombs. 

Kirton:Llm/8,y.-April I, Fin, by Jon&Ulan 
Young, 

Lanca&ter.-Mareh 24, Two, byJ. ~ll. 
Leeds .-April 2, at Morley, Seven, by. J. 

Wollenden. 
Lincoln.-April 5, at St. Benedict-square 

Chapel, Three, by E. Compton. 
Lineholme, near Todmorden.-April S, .Three, 

by W. Sharman. 
Little London, Willenhu.ll.-lfareh 29, SeTen, 

byW.Gill. 
Lioerpool.-March 29, &t Soho-street Chapel, 

Six, by Ely E. Walter. 
Llanjihangei ~·ucorney.-April 12, One, by 

E. Probert. 
Llangord.-March 22, Two, by George·E~Mlil. 
Maidanhead.-March 26, Four, by J: Willrnns. 

Metropolitan .District:-
Barking-road, E.-March29,,&t Zion Chapel, 

One, by R. H. Gillespie. 
Ecut Lomkm Tabernacle.-April i, Fourteen, 

by A. G.Brown. 
Finchley, North End.-March 26, Seventeen, 

by:[. Chadwick:.· 
Hariington.-April I, Thirteen, by J. Man-

ning. . 
Ken1i,.gton.-March 2~, at the Tabemacle, 

Seven, by J. Hawes. 
Lambeth-road.-March 20, a, Upton Ohapel, 

Four, by J. Roberts • 
.Metropolitan Tabernacle.-Mo.rch 19th, Six

teen; March 23rd, Thlrteen; March 21ith, 
Twenty-five; March 30th, Nineteen; April 
2nd, Twenty-one, by J. A. Spurgeon. · 

New Cross.-March 25, a.t Br00k!ey-rood 
Chapel, Eleven, by J. T. Wigner. 

.Millwood, Todmorden.-April 2, Two, by H. 
Briggs. 

.Modbury.-Yarch 22, Four, by Rav, J. W. 
Spear . 

.Mm·ley.-April 2, Seven, by J. Wolfenden. 
Nantwic/..-Apri1 5, Three, by R. P. Cook. 
Newport, Mon.-March 24, Two; April 6, at 

the Albert-hall, Two, by J, P. Thomas. 
Oakengate,.-March 24, Sixteen, by Dr. 

Cranage; March 30, One, byT.·L. Smith. 
0/dham.-March 29, at K:illg-street Chapel, 

by R. Howard Bayly, 
Os1,1a/dlwistle, Laucashire.-March 29, Fif-

teen, by John Naylor. . 
Osweslry.-M~rch 22, Four; March 23, 

ThTee, by E. D. Wilk•. 
Pemrtroke .Dock.-March • 29, at Bethany 

Chapel, kindly lent for the occasion, Two, 
for the Bush-street Church. 

Penvrheol, Breconshire.-April 12, Four, by 
D.Howall. . 

Penzanee.-April 1, Four, at Clarence-street 
Chapel, by Isaiah Burt, 
. Port,mouth.-April I, at Lake-road Chapel, 
Landport, Two, by T. W. Medhurst. 

Quorndon.-April-, Ten, by W.J. Steynes. 
Ramsey, Huntingdonshire. - On Good 

Friday, AprJ1 ·a, ll.l the Great Whyte Chapel, 
Four, by S. H. Firks. 

Rhu,nney.-March 22, al Benlah Englieh 
Chapel, Fil'e; March '21, at Zoar O~, 
Seven, by J. P._Williame. 
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Ruca.-April i, e.t the English Church, 
Three, by J. Thomas. 

Roch, Pembrokeshire.-March 29, Three, by 
W.Williams. 

&chdale.-Ml>rch 1.5, a.t Drake-street Chapel, 
Three, by James Evans. 

Rou.-March 29, a.I Broad-stre<>t Chapel, 
Two, by J. Smalley. 

Bherene,.-on-sea.-Jcl&rch 31, Three, by J. R. 
Hadler. 

South Shields.-Mk-ch 25, e,I the Te,bern&ele, 

Fi:~~l;~.~:a.Yii:!niJ~ at Ebenzer Che,pel, 
Two, by James Eames. 

Stafford.-Yarch 29, Three, b:, H. Dols.
more. 

St. A!bam.-March 26, Three. 
_ Stradbrok•, Suffolk.-March 29, Five, by 
George Cobb. 

Sunderland.-March 29, Six, by E. S. Neale. 
Swansea.-April I, at Mount Pleo.santChe,pel, 

Fivet by James Owen 
Swirnwn.-April 1, Eight, by c. T. Edgley. 
Tir<ah, Mon.-lful"{!h 22, Six, by T. Thomas. 
Torquay, Upton Vale.-April i, Thirteen, 

by E. Edward•. 
Tredegtr Betlrel, George Town,-Februe,ry 

8, Two; March S, Three; April 6, Seven, by 
E.Lewi•. 

'lhwbridge, Wills.-April 1, at the Back
street Chapel, Nineteen, by W. Barnes. 

Uplon-on-&vern.-April 12, Two, by James 
Dnnckley. 

Waltham 'Abbey, EsseJ1C.-Mo.rch 29, at Pora
dise-row Chapel, Three, byR. Williamson. 

Waltcm, Suffolk.-April 6, Five, by George 
Ward. 

Whitebrook, Mon.-March 29, Four, by H. 
Whatley. • 

WhiWesey.-MAreh 29, at Windmill-street 
Church, Four, by T. Watkinson. 

Wirbd-M&rch 31, at the. Ely-pL,,ce 
Church, ,-welve, by W. E. Winks; April 5, 
a.t lhe Uppar Hill,street Cha.po!, Seven, by J. 
Cocket. • 

Woodche,ter, Glonceatershire.-April 5, Two, 
by G. R. Tan111Vell. · 

Woodfo<lt.-'AIJril 12, Two, by Levi Palmer. 
Wykei,, nelr Coventry.-A'!)ril o, Four, by R. 

Mor:ri.B. 
York.-March 28, at Priory-street Chapel. 

Ten, by F. B. Meyer. 

. RECENT DEATHS. 
D:q;:D on the 28th of ¥arch, M.u:r 

ANN, the beloved wifo of Mr. John 
Tiavey,of Lyme-Regis, Dorsetshire, and. 
daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth 
Clark, formerly of Chenies, Bucks, aged 
48 years; deeply lamented by her 
numerous family of surviving children, 
and by a large circle of friends. Her 
illness was of short duration-inflam
mation of the lungs-but borne with 
exemplary patience, and being con
scious of her approaching dissolution, 
with a firm hope of being with her 
Saviour, in whom she trusted, her last 
moments were calm and serene, and 
her end peace. She departed singing 
faintly-" Hark! the herald angels 
sing,'' &c. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TAIIERNACLE. 
P;RESIDENT-C, H. SPURGEON, 

Statement of Rueipts from March 19th to April 18th, 1874, 

£ •· d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Mrs. Sedcole ... ... • 9 4 The Misses Johnson 3 0 0 R. P ....•. , ... li O O 
111.. A. Taylor •.. ... 0 3 0 :Mrs. D. H11.rding ... l O O Mr. R. Mills O ¼ o 
Mis• Helen Macleod 2 0 0 Mr. Davis, per Rev. 
A. R ... •.• ••• ... 0 5 0 J. W. Thomas •.• 1 0 0 
,Friends at Ringo- A. B. . .. ••• ... o l u e 

wood and Watton- E. D. ... ... •.• o i 0 
under-Edge, by Mr.J.G.Hall ..• 1 1 0 
Mrs. Griffiths· 2 7 6 Mr. Rose ... ..• o 10 Q 

Mr. J. Griffiths ... 12 18 o ::11:rs. J. Searle... 2 o o 
Mrs. I,11,bolla Gray... .0 0 A. B. C. ... ... ... 5 0 0 
Amy ... ••• ... •.• 0 6 o Mr. H. B. Frearson... 5 o 0 
:Mrs. Allbury ... ... 0 2 o Mr. D. Keely ••• ... ·o 6 o 
Mis. A. llorge,n •.• I 0 () Mr. C, Brady ... ... l l 0 

Mr.Ball ... ... 20s 
Mr. J. Ball ......... l 0 0 
Weekly Offerings at 

14etropolltan Ta,
berna.cle: liar eh 22 20 11 l 

,. 294513 4 
., April a 29 i Ii 

,. 12 8Q 4 S 
,, 19801711 

• * * For want of space we have been compelled to omit part 

£290'13 9 

of the list till the 
month of June. . _ 

SulNllcriptions will be tba.nkfully received by o. ir. Spurgeon, Yetropolita.n Te.bernaoe. 
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ARAUNAH'.S THRESHING FLOOR.* 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT TliE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY O. H. ·SPURGEON. 

" This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of the burnt-offe.-ing 
for Israel."-1 CHRONICLES xxii. 1. 

IT will be fresh in your recollection that David had committed a great 
sin against the Lord. In truth, all the people of Israel had, for some years, 
gone astray from God, and when He determined to punish them, He made 
the ain of their ruler an occasion for visiting their iniquities upon their 
head. David had determined to number the people. He carried out his 
purpose in the teeth of precept, precedent, and protest. It would seem 
that thereby he trespassed on the prerogative of the priests, and violated 
the levitieal law. Thereupon God, the prophet, came to him with the choice 
of three punishments. He selected, as the lesser evil, and preferable to 
famine or the sword of the foe, the pestilence, sayillg, " It is better to fall 
into the hand of God than into the hand of man." Jerusalem was, there
fore, for three days ravaged by a terrible plague. The strong men fell 
down in the streets, and the women died at the mill ; the little children 
perished from the breast, and the aged were smitten down with a stroke. 
For three days the fatal disease had proceeded with its ravages, when 
suddenly the angel of the Lord, who had caused this slaughter, appeared 
before David. He beheld the messenger of judgment standing in bodily 
form on the threshillg-floor of a man called Araunah. David was summoned 
by God to attend upon this angel, and when he approached he saw him 
with the sword drawn in his hand, as though he were about to smite even 
till the going down of the sun. David, moved by the Spirit of God, slays 
a bullock, piles up an altar, kindles a fire, and, as the smoke of the bullock 
ascends to heaven, the angel, who was visible before their eyes, to the joy 
of every one of them, thrust back the sword into its scabbard, saying, " It 
is enough." Now, D\vid seemed to have been moved by an inward impulse 
to consider that this spot, though nothing but a piece of ground beaten hard 
for th.e threshing of corn by the feet of bullocks, must be henceforth a 
l!lacred place, and he said, "This is the house of the Lord God; this is the 
altar of sacrifice for Israel." I scarcely need remind you of a coincidence 
which may probably have·been known to David, that on this very spot 
.Abraham had, many generations before, drawn the knife to slay his son 
Isaac. The mountain was thus doubly typical of that sacrifice of Christ 
which marks the place where God founds His temple, and where all sa.crifice 
rendered by the saints of God to their God must be offered. At first the 
Lord only showed the fact that He would give His Son. Yon hoary 
patriarch, with his only begotten, dearly beloved child of promise all bound 
and lying on the wood, unsheathing the knife to slay his son was a graphic 
pieture of the Eternal Father, who, spared not His own Son, but freely 
delivered Him up for us all. Abraham taught the fact of the sacrifice, 
while to David the reason of that sacrifice of Christ was explained. He 

• Thwi Bormon being Copviight, the right 0f reprinting 11t1.d trnnslatiDg is reserved, 
No. 187, NEW SEBIE!I. 
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was sacrificed to stay the plague-the plague of sin, the punishment of our 
iniquities. Just as the bullock at Araunah's threshing-floor, when hewn 
in pieces and laid smoking upon the altar, stayed the pestilence, so Christ 
bleeding upon Calvary, the Lamb of God's passover,. the sacred firstling of 
Jehovah's choice and dedication, makes atonement, and the plague is 
stayed. David then selected this spot as henceforward the place of the 
temple, and the spot where the one altar should stand. To me this looks 
very significant. I hope in a few words to make you think it interesting 
and instructive. First,! shall try to explain the occurrence itself spiritually, 
and then to explain the consecration of the floor mystically. 

As to the occurrence itself, and the varied symbols it unfolds: David 
sins, and an angel smites; David offers sacrifice, and the angel stays. 
Four lessons are suggested. First, there is such a thing as sin. Men fight 
hard to try and prove that there is not. In vain they strive : for ,so long as 
the book inspired is extant, and so long as there is one man on the face of 
the earth with a conscience clear, healthy, and undrugged, to bear witness 
with that book, sin will be discovered to be exceeding sinful. A breach of 
the Divine law, though it be committed by a man after God's heart, is not 
overlooked or counted venial. Sin cannot be winked at by the Most High. 
Though it receive the sanction of the very best of men, it hath as much 
virus as when committed by the most debased. The sin of ignorance is as 
disastrous as the sin of wilfulness. The wrong act performed with a right 
motive would still be deadly. Sin is exceeding sinful. When I see David 
and the elders of Israel with sackcloth on their loins and ashes on their 
heads, bowing before this angel, I discern that there is a something in sin 
whjch ought to make us hide our he.ads, and weep, and wail, and humble 
ourselves before the Most High. Let us wake up to a. sense of the dire 
reality of transgression ; it is a frightful fact, not a. foolish fancy, In the 
presence of the angel this admits of no doubt. 

That sin must be punished is here taught with equal distinctness. This 
looks like a platitude, but it is so often disputed, that we are constrained 
to assert it, and to reassert it. Yea, we sound it forth as with a trumpet, 
that wherever there is an iniquity there must be a. penalty, for sin must be 
punished. The good order of the universe requires it; the justice of God 
demands it; the Book of God threatens it; the hand of God continually 
executes it. The supposition that because God is merciful He will there
fore overlook sin is as delusive as it is dangerous. It is one of Satan's lies. 
In like manner, the theory that God is a Universal Father, and that the 
punishments He awards are not judicial, but corrective ; the mild chasten
mgs of a gentle discipline imposed only with a. view of winning back His 
erring children, and not the terrible denunciation of an angry Sovereign, 
or the inevitable curses of a. violated law. That theory, palatable though 
it may be to the fallen creature, is but a poisonous draught wherewith 
Satan would drug the souls of men who are bent on indulging their lusts 
till they are drowned in perdition. Ah, no ! Though God is merciful, He 
is just; though he can pardon the sinner, sin must be punished. The two 
facts are made consistent in the cross of Christ, where the sin was expiated, 
where the sinner was represented. But be assured, 0 sinner, that if 
thou bl!-ildest thy hope on any theory which denies that debt must be paid, 
that cnme must b: avenged, that sin must be punished-thou art misjudg
ing the law by which thou must be judged; thou art arguing on premisses 
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which have no basis but a dream; thou art dallying with disappointment 
and death. I remember a poor man interrogating me thus : '' Sir," said 
he, "I want to know how my sin can be forgiven.'' '' By the blood of 
Christ," was my answer. "Yes,'' said he, "but I do not understan<l that; 
what I want to know is this "-and he put it plainly-" if God does not 
punish me for what I have done, all I have to say is, He ought." I 
explained to him how He could punish Christ instead of us, and so be just, 
and by finding a substitute provide' a pardon. He understood the plan of 
grace, and rejoiced in the.gospel. That way of putting it-which I am 
sure the conscience of every man must make him feel to be true-struck 
me as forcible. The Judge of all the earth, the Author of the law, must 
vindicate His own prerogative. In order to do thi3, every transgression 
must receive its recompense: as the sin, so the penalty. It is not meet 
and fit that I should enjoy the sweets of sin without partaking of its 
bitters. As I gaze on yonder angel bright, with :flaming sword, I hear God 
say to me-addressing my eyes rather than my ears-'· Sin must be 
punished." .As He smites right and left, as dead corpses lie in His awful 
pathway, as He passes on and His breath is pestilence, and before Him 
burn hot coals of fire, I see in that dreadful vision the tremendous fact 
that vengeance pursues crime, that vindictive punishment follows vicious 
practises. God will by no means spare the guilty. Cursed is every one 
that bath broken the law of God. 

Yet, were this all, we could only see in this vision an increase of our 
miseries; but, blessed be God, we discern in the vision which David beheld 
a sacrifice for sin. The sword will not return to the scabbard through the 
force of prayer. Not the pleadings of David combined with the humiliation 
of .the elders of Israel, though sackcloth and ashes be an their loins, can 
prevail to avert the vengeance or appease the wrath. Sin had unsheathed 
the sword, and without a sin-offering there was no sheathing it again. 
Had David and those senators wept until their eyes were dry, had they 
lacerated their flesh till the wounds began to mortify, it had availed nothing. 
Or had they brought forth all the priests with smoking incense and paraded 
the ark with solemn pomp, yet had not the angel stirred. Nothing sufficed 
until the guileless vietim appears on the scene, the warrant of death is 
carried intoexecution,and the life-blood is shed on the threshing floor. Not 
till the bullock, cleft in pieces, was laid high on the altar, and the wood was 
heaped on the offering, and the fire coming straight from heaven in a masa 
of flame arose before the :Most High, were the signals reversed, and the 
message announced, " It is enough; sheathe thy sword." Call this type, 
parable, or illustration, but know, 0 sinner, that nothing can ever prevent 
God from punishing thy sins. Thy reformations, thy prayers, thy tears 
will not do it ; though thy penitence be ever so humiliating, thouib- thy 
resolutions for the future be ever so determined, though thy zeal for an 
universal reformation be ever so glowing, the outlook were hopeless. 

Could you give rivers of /oil or ten thousand of the fattest of fatted 
beasts, your property or you~· profits would be of no account. Should you 
give your children for your ansgression, the fruit of your body for the sin 
of your soul, still doth the · exorable decree stand fast. Sin must have 
punishment. There is on one method whereby the sword can be 
sheathed; forsooth, by Chris 's suffering in thy room, and place, and stead. 
The Son of the Virgin, who as also the Son of God, must go to Calvary. 
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Ye. nails, ye must pierce Him; wood, thou must uplift Him; soldiers, ye 
must bruise Him; Death, it needs thee that thou should'st smite Him. 
There,. sinner ! there ! there is that which can make the angel sh11ath his 
sword. In Gethsemane and on Calvary rest thine eye; there God is 
teaching thee-see ! He must punish sin. How dreadfully He punishes 
it in Christ. Hark to the groans that come from His heart. Hear His. 
death-shriek and His awfol cry, "Lama Sabaethani?" God is just, for 
He is punishing Christ. Believe thou in Christ, trust Him; then shalt 
thou know that God hath punished thy Saviour instead of thee; by His 
chastisement thou art made free. He cannot punish two for one offence. 
He will not first smite thy Surety and then smite thee. 

Rejoice in this, that if Jesus died for you, He released you from condem
nation, and He secured to you eternal redemption. 

Christ has paid the whole penalty; your utmost liability He has dis
charged. The wrath of God, damnation in full, or its equivalent, has 
Christ endured for yon, and absolved you from sin, and delivered you from 
the curse of the law by His vicarious sacrifice. He has robed you in His 
righteousness, and washed you in His blood. Such grace have·ye received 
who have believed in His name, and taken shelter beneath His cross. 
Such truth was David taught concerning sin, punishment, and substitution. 

And mark it, beloved, so soon as the bullock smoked, and the angel put 
back his sword, the plague was stayeil; not one more died in Jerusalem
no, not one. '.I!hey might be sick, but the fever left them. Some might 
be on their beds given up of the physician, but the sheathing of the sword 
restored them to healt11. It was not the physician's healing art, it was the 
mystic Yirtue ofthe sacrifice that saved their life. Consider this, 0 guilty, 
terror-stricken sinner. ,vhen Jesus died, from that day forward no sinner 
that believed in Him ever did perish, or ever could. The redeemed are 
distinguished by their faith in the Redeemer. Disciples may be recognised 
by their allegiance to the Lord. Christians are identified by their con
formity to Christ. Illessed are all they that put their trust in Him. Hell 
doth not hold a soul that ever trusted Christ. Ye might as leave expect to 
find a rebellions apostate in heaven, as a penitent believer in hell. It 
cannot be. The moment you trust Christ, at that moment for you the 
sword is sheathed. Cast thys€lf on Jesus; it is a simple, but a saving act. 
So soon as thou hast come to rest on Him alone, without other prop or 
pillar, thou art surely saved. Wert thou already on the plains of glory, 
with the white robe about thee, and the golden harp in thy hand, thy 
salvation would not be more certain. Cheer up, beloved; let gladness fire 
thy heart, and rapture flame thy tongue. Be of good courage, thou timid, 
down-cast seeker. If Jesus died fur thee, thou hast no cause for fear. 
Believest thou in Him, thou hast the witness in thyself. Thy faith is the 
key of thy fellowship. Thy sins, which are ma1iy, are all forgiven. No 
angel can smite thee; thou art. exempt from the commission of the 
destroye7; thou art saved. Such, I think, was the teaching which God 
commumcated to David. 

Now g~ant us a moment's pause, and we turn to the reason of David's 
consecmtrng the spot to be the site of the temple. The temple, be 
it r?me~nbered, was ~e designed meeting-place between Goel and man. 
It 1s highly suggestive, therefore, that David consecrated the floor of 
~acrifice, for there the sword was ~heathed, the anger appeased, and 
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the grace made conspicuous ; there, therefore, should the sanctuary be 
reared. .Is there a spot of ground, or is there a ground of reconciliation 
where you or I can safely meet with God, except where the atonement of 
Christ has prevailed to avert the penalty of our transgressions. ,v e often 
meet with people who neglect our solemn assemblies, accounting church 
or chapel alike objectionable, while they profess to find in their private 
gardens, or on the open heath, a nobler temple. They prefer the songs of 
the birds to the psalms of the saints, and the murmur of the river to the 
melody of worship. Their love of nature is so absorbing, that the 
spiritual has no charms for them. They tread the clods, and gaze on the 
clouds with a gratification akin to the beasts that perish. On their 
Sabbath they are like a horse tnrned out into the meadow; they cease from 
labour, and enjoy the interval of repose. Do they tell you that they 
worship the God of nature ? Their self-deception is too transparent. You 
are not st11.pid enough to believe them. Did you follow them, I expect you 
would find that their idol was Bacchus, and the god they honoured on 
these days was their own belly. So far from really seeking quiet retire
ment to worship the .Almighty, they spend the Lord's day in wanton 
pleasure and sensual riots. We don't believe in such worship as these 
professed votaries of nature affect to offer. We hear of the piety, but we 
have never seen anything but the prgfanity. Besides, could we give a 
man credit for his sincerity in worship, we should be disposed to ask what 
sort of a divinity it is they accredit, admire, and adore. The God of 
nature, they tell us, is all benevolence withcut alloy, and they flatter them 
selves that He does not punish sin, avenge guilt, or condemn the evil
doer. Pardon me, but by your leave, I would correct your misapprehen
sions. What law of nature do you think you can violate with impunity? 
When of old our forefathers sinned against sanitary laws, did not God 
punish them. What think you of the plague of London, and the multitudes 
dying in every house, till Aldgate pit was crammed, and there was scarcely 
place to bury the bodies? The God of nature did that, be it recollected; 
men violated His laws, and straightway He smote them. Can you trespaBS 
againBt what are called natural laws without fear? I cannot. Have you 
forgotten the terrible experiences of .America when she denied to the black 
population its natur11I rights, and sinned against the slaves. How did God 
smite that vast continent? Remember ye not the Northern and Southern 
States in deadly conflict, and the battle-fields red with blood? What, 
though a brother's hand was lifted against his brother, it was no less God's 
punishment of sin. Among your own selves, when a man defiles himself 
with vice, does not the penalty he incurs make you shudder to think of? 
Ay, and will not it be visited upon his children? Shall they not feel it to 
the third and fourth generation? Surely it is the God of nature who thus 
openly punishes sin. "The God of nature," as Byron puts it, 11 mirrors 
Himself in tempests as well as in green fields, and is as much to be seen 
riding the whirlwind, and making the clouds His chariot amidst the stonQ, 
a.s He is in the fair flowers and the sweetly singing birds.'' If you will 
make your appeals to the God of nature, look what sort of God He is. I 
aver that the God of nature is a God of judgment, nor is there a meeting
pla.ce between a conscious, reasonable, awakened rebellious man, and the 
G-0d tp.,at :rules the universe, except through a sacrifice-that sacrifice the 
cross~ I .Assure~Jm()w that my soul could never realise a possibility 
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of communion with my Creator except at .the foot of the Cross, where 
justice was honoured and mercy manifested. 

" Till God in human flesh I Me, 
:My thoughts no comfort find." 

Young men, members of this Church, I want you to be thoroughly 
initiated into this doctrine of redemption. Understand it clearly, and 
then contend for it manfully, I pray y,m. If once you give this fortress 
up, you will be exposed to the most dismal scepticism; nay, you will be 
open to stark atheism. Should you discredit the atonement of Christ, 
young man, you will have pulled up yo.ur anchors, and you must drift 
before the wind. You cannot draw nigh to God without the cross. · Only 
an Araunah's threshing-floor can furnish the site of a temple. If you 
forsake the altar and the sacrifice, you will be forsaken of God; and ere 
long you will relinquish truth and righteousness. From holiness and 
happiness you will then be estranged. In any pulpit where the doctrine 
of atonement is kept back, the tide of teaching drifts to Socinianism, and 
there is 11mall margin left, but a narrow line to separate the Unitarian 
from the infidel. The temple is not only the meeting-place for man with 
his God,-no less is it the meeting-place for man with his fellow man. 
There is never such unity as that which comes through the cross. The 
baptismal pool is not the rallying place for all believers, as full many are 
there baptized into the waters of controversy. Oh my soul, come not thou 
into their sec'rei ! Certainly no doctrinal confession or orthodox creed 
supplies a locus atandi where all see eye to eye, for good people hold very 
different views; yet the children of God are of one family, notwithstanding 
their diversity of opinions. Whenever we come to talk about the cross, 
we sheath our swords. There is no fighting there. John Wesley sings,-

And Toplady sings :-

11Jeeus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly." 

" Rock of ages cleft for me, 
Let me hide mysolf in Thee." 

Wesley denounces Toplady in the pulpit, Toplady calls ,lohn Wesley" The 
-Old fox tarred and feathered;'' but when they come hither to Christ Jesus, 
-their bitterness is all laid aside; they meet, as you clearly see, in harmony, 
for their sentiments are the same. Lift high the Cross, then, preacher ; 
lift high the Cross, Sunday-school teacher. Here, and here only, righteous
ness meets with peace, God embraces man, and man embraces his brother, 
and we become one with each other, and then one in Christ Jesus. 

\Ve shall now turn to a second reason for this dedication. The temple 
was the manifesting place. The Jew never dreamed of seeing God any
where but in the temple. He went up to its sacred courts that in the 
-various services of God's house he might behold the beauty of the Lord. 
'The High Priest, on the day of atonement, saw God in the mysterious 
light which glistened between the wings of the Cherubim, the light called 
the shechinah, the only manifest indwelling of deity, the only light 
of God which human eye could clearly behold. The temple, I say, was 
God's unrobing place. To every high priest a favour, akin to that accorded 
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to Moses, was given. Moses was put into the clefts of the rock that he 
might see the skirts of Jehovah' s robe ; so every high priest of the Jews, 
and every Jew in his high priest, saw in the temple as much of God a11 
could be seen under that dispensation. See then, friends, it is fitting that 
the place where Christ makes the sacrifice should be the place of manifest-. 
ing God to man. We declare, without fear of controversy, that there is 
more divinity in the wounded body of Christ than in all the round world 
beside. If any man would see God unto perfection, let him behold yon 
bleeding man! If he would see God's love, let him behold the Son of God, 
incarnate, suffering in the sinner's stead. If he would see God's justice, 
let him behold the only begotten of the Father, pierced with every arrow 
out of heaven's quiver, wounded in every part and particle of His spirit and 
His body, that He may bear the curse for guilty men. If he would see 
God's omnipotence, let him behold it in Christ, bearing the sin of the 
world, and yet with unbroken bones. If he would see the wisdom of God, 
let him discover it in the ignominious gibbet, where the Saviour expiates 
the sin of man. There is n@ attribute of God which is not clearly seen 
there. It is not one solitary star, but it is like the Pleiades, a constellation 
of the brightest stars in Christ; I see not the stars but the sun in Christ; 
I see not the robes of deity, but deity itself. Here I see not heaven's 
pearly gates, but heaven unfolded to each eye. Here I see not merely 
God's works, but verily God's heart-not so much the attributes of the 
Almighty, as Almighty God Himself. Turning aside from the burning, 
bush of Calvary, where Jesus burns with fire and is not consumed, 
I say, ",ve have seen God I We have seen Him face to face." 
I must repeat it,-that nowhere else is God to be so clearly seen 
a11 in the Cross. Those who refuse to see God in Christ, presently 
become callous to the evidence of the eternal power and Godhead any
where. "Charity," is the cry I hear. "Charity" is lauded everywhere. 
Yes, foraooth, more charitable than Christ, I suppose, some would 
have us to be in our toleration of heresy. But what saith the Scripture? 
It says-" Other foundations can no man lay than that which is laid." 
What saith it? " There is none other na.me given under heaven among 
men whereby we must be ~aved." Do ye remember the emphatic saying 
of the .Apostle Paul? "If any man preach any other Gospel than that ye 
have received, let him be anathema maranatha.'' Thi1 new charity I know 
nothing of, nor did our fathers before us. The Puritans and the Covenan
tors could bleed and die, but they could not yield the blood-red flag of the 
Cross of Christ. Our blessed ancestors, the Albigenses and W aldense11, 
from whom, in a direct line, we sprang, could dare the snows of the moun
tains and stain them crimson with their bloody feet, but they could not 
surrender the truth. Those early confessors of the faith, from whom we 
have sprung, could suffer at the harlot's hand-the harlot of Rome-and 
shed their blood like water for the Lord God of Hosts. This was the rally
ing cry, from which they could never depart. ",ve can see in Christ the 
only way of salvation." Without controversy God was manifested in the 
flesh. He has wrought out an atonement for His people. By that blood
besprinkled path we enter into heaven. Yes, dear friends, the doctrine of 
the atonement, or rather the atonement itself, is God's only meeting-place 
with man, and it is God's only place of revelation to man, if man would see 
Him rightly and distinctly. _ 
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Now, thirdly, the temple was the home of joy. Oh what song, what 
sacred harmony went up to heaven from Mount Zion ! I have sometimes 
been in this house when my willing soul was fain to stay and sing herself 
away to the celestial plains. When I have heard the songs of the thou
sands of God's saints here, I have thought no rapture could exceed it; but 
our songs, I reckon, were poor compared with the multitudes of Israel 
coming from the North, South, East, and West, from Dan, from Beersheba, 
and from beyond Jordan-they came up like rivers of harmony, and when 
they got a sight of the golden roof of the temple, their hearts beat high and 
their voices grew jubilant, With golden trumpets and silver trumpets 
they sounded ·forth volumes of melody, and then, with divers instruments 
and vocal notes, sent up their joyful sound of grateful praises to the Most 
High. Priest and elders led the tune, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
of all the tribes cried, "Hosanna !" or chanted some of the glorious strains 
of David. · Ob, how good and pleasant a thing it must have been in those 
days to go up to the house of the Lord ! And oh, how marvellous that just 
that threshing-floor, where first an atonement was made for Jerusalem, 
should be the spot where all this song should gather. The music abounds 
where the blood freely flowed ; where wrath stayed, there sacred mirth 
begins. Beloved the richest joy that earth and heaven could know springs 
from the crystal fount of Jesus' side. Heaven was never so glad as when 
He ascended up on high. Then they tuned their harps anew-

" They brought the chariot from on high 
To bear Him to His throne, 

Clapped their triumphant wings, and cried, 
, The glorious work is done." 

You and I are never so happy as when we sec our pardon, our full 
redemption there. Then I think we can sing,-

" Oh for such love, let rocks and hills 
Their lasting silence break, 

And all harmonious human tongues 
The Saviour's pra.ises speak." 

If you want to be very happy, sit down m1der the shadow of the Cross. 
Would you be supremely blest, remember the threshing-floor of Araunah. 
There the pestilence raged, the angel stood, the bullock smoked, and the 
pl~gue was stayed. That is the place where song finds its focus; there 
abide, and be glad all your days. 

Yet a fourth thought may be worthy of your remembrance. The temple 
was a type of the Church; therefore the temple must be built where the 
sacrifice stayed the plague. The foundation stone of the Church is the 
person of Christ. The doctrine of atonement is the interpretation of His 
work on the earth. If any man believe in the atonement of Christ, and 
trusts himself to its fact and its issues, he is a Christian. He that 
believeth not in our Redeemer's wondrous passion, and His complete 
satisfaction to the justice of God, may call himself what he likes, and 
assert his profe~sion by what name he pleases-a Christian he is not. 
Where two or three are gathered together in Christ's name, there is a 
Church. But the richest corporation, with the highest dignities that a 
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nation can confer, will never make a Church, unless the doctrine nf .the 
atonement be strongly maintained and clearly taught, I would not judge 
harshly or speak rashly. But most solemnly I do believe there are 
hundreds of pulpits in London that never give a certain sound abciut the 
atonement of Christ. That Christ did something on the cross thev admit; 
what He did,. they cannot determine. Popular books published by" learned 
divines, tell us we ought not to inquire, nor need we wish, to know. A 
certain mythical reconciliation was effected, but as to His really suffering 
vicariously for sinners, the just for the unjust, this is left to such weak 
intellects as popular evangelists may possess. As for these refined gentry, so 
learned that nobody can understand them, and so attractive, that they 
have more spiders than hearers in their places of worship; they are far 
too philosophical to preach an atonement. Oh no ! it just suits the 
common mind, they say. Do you know, sirs, I have heard that at a college, 
where young men are being trained to prea,ch, after a discussion held upon 
the question, "Has the modern revival of puritanic doctrine done more 
good than harm?" the affirmative was carried by a majority of one-of 
barely one! "\Veil now, as Puritan• doctrine is neither more nor lass than 
a consistent exposition of the Gospel, with a corresponding demand for 
simplicity and sincerity of life, we are prone to ask what is to be 
expected of the instructors of the rising generation ? Are these the 
gentlemen in training to teach the sons of toil? What kind of spiritual 
food will they dispense· to those who wait vn their ministry? ,vm 
these gentlemen preach Christ crucified, or will they strain and dilute 
the Gospel till their sermons echo nothing but the sentiments of the 
age, and the utilitarian morals that pass current in their times? Rather 
may this house be utterly consumed with fire, ancl not so much as one 
stone be left upon another that shall not be cast down, than the day 
should come when here there should be given an uncertain souncl about 
the atonement. This is not merely a doctrine of the Church ; it is the 
doctrine of the Church. Leave this out, and you have no truth; you 
have no Saviour, no Church. .As Luther said of the doctrine of justifica
tion by faith, that it was the article of a standing or falling Church, so we 
affirm of the atonement, the complete efficacious atonement,, the substi
tutionary sacrifice of Christ for the sins of men. Cling to it ye that would 
build up the saints on their most holy faith. For We, or for death, cling 
to it. Be this your corner stone ; be this your vermilion ceme11t with 
which ye bind your members to one another. Be this your tro~el, be this 
your hammer, and;be this your sword ; be this your one essential, account 
it your indispensable implement, if you would honour God, and if you 
would build up His Church. 

And finally, as this was to be the place for t~e foundation of sacred 
fellowship, so it must be the site of the altar on whtch all the offerings were 
to be made to Jehovah. Brethren, it was meet that the place where Christ 
died-the place, I mean, where the sacrifice stayed the devastating sword 
of judgment-that this Mount Zion should be the spot where the people of 
God offered their sacrifices and peace offerings. Mere exhortations to pro
priety are of no avail. You may preach never so eloquently on sobriety 
without rescuina a single drunkard. You may eulogise chastity to the 
admiration of the lascivious. You may extol honesty in the midst of 
knaves and sharpers who will praise your fair speech. · Precept has no 
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regenerative power. People do not get good by havmg goodness preached 
at them. Pure Christianity is not propagated by the law. And in the 
community of saints, legality is of no avail. Whips are for the backs of 
fools. Saints need more sacred stimulus. Threats may keep simpletons 
in check, but for Christian men, promises are of more account. If I wan, to 
1tir you to action, or to promote among you some good work, I must preach 
up Christ, feed your souls with the bread of heaven, and then, after that, 
the grace will work in you effectually, and the goodness will flow out of you 
spontaneously. Behold the place where Jesus shed His blood! Hither 
then your offerings bring : dedicate yourselves as whole burnt-offerings 
unto God, your time, your talents, your substance. No man brings his 
offering to Sinai, but thousands bring their sacrifices to Calvary. No man 
goes for a missionary, I hope, from stress of duty, except it be the man 
who found Zulu Kaffirs too much for him. ·we go as missionaries not 
from a sense of duty, but from a sense of love to Christ. Love will make a. 
man do and dare. He will carry his life in his hands; he will go to savages, 
among them to endure privations, or to die. Not from duty's imperious 
call. That is a spur that Christians do not always feel. ]3ut love-love 
to Jesus, love to men, gratitude to God for what He has done for them, 
:zeal for man, and desire to benefit his race will prompt action devout and 
heroic. Preach the Cross, minister, and you never need doubt that your 
serill:ons will be practical. The Atonement is the most practical of all 
doctrines. Those who preach up works, play with proje~ts, and produce 
no profits, while those who preach up Christ cultivate holiness, and reap 
fruits of righteousness unto life eternal. 

Ask yourself, good friend, have you ever found Christ to be a place for 
you to meet with God? If you have not, if thou wouldst meet God, go 
straightway to Christ, trust Him, and so shalt thou find God. "He that 
hath seen Me hath 'seen the Father,'' is His own declaration. Go to the 
Cross, 0 thou that feelest thy burden of sin I There it is done for thee. 
The site of the cross is the place where the temple of joy is reared. Do 
you want to be ·at p1,ace with your neighbour? Go ye both to the altar 
where Jel!lus died; there your peace shall be cemented. Do you want to 
build up a church in your neighbourhood, any of you? Go to Christ, and 
lllan on His promise. He is the Rock on which you shall be made strong. 
None but Jesus-none but Jesus! Strive not to make yourselves b_etter; 
seek not to get to heaven by merit ; give up your foolish reasons and 
resolves. You may work at the treadmill, but you will get no higher-not 
an inch nearer to the stars will you be with all your efforts. Flat before 
the cross cast thyself, sinner-rags and all, haro heart and all-

" J usli as I am, and waiting not 
To rid myself of one foul blot, 
To Him whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
Oh ! Lamb of God, I ~ome, I come." 

And coming thus to Christ you have come to happiness, to safety, to 
heaven. So may thy heart incline thee; so may the Spirit lead thee; so 
may Jesus save thee ; so may God, even the Father, accept thee; and to 

. the triune Jehovah shall be the praise for ever. Amen. · 
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No, 6-0HRYSOSTOM, THE GOLDEN
MOUTHED ORATOR. 

OF early orators of the Christian 
Church, Chrysostom (born 347) 
bears away the palm. Besides, he 
possessed, in a very eminent degree, 
every spiritual excellency to make 
his pulpit work acceptable and 
popular: highly educated, a pro
found student, a man of unwearied 
diligence and exalted piety. More
over, he had a most exalted sense of 
his high ministerial calling, and 
made all things subservient to its 
efficiency. We have a very great 
proportion of his homilies and ser
mons in an English dress, so that 
we are able to form a very adequate 
opinion of their real worth. It is 
obvious, however, that much of the 
effect of his discourses produced was 
owing to the manner of the preacher. 
His whole soul was thrown into 
their delivery, and while they were 
beautified by the wealth of an 
afiluent rhetoric, yet he spake as 
one who believed and felt the mes
sage he delivered, and as one that 
was accountable to God for fidelity 
to his trust. It is out of question 
in these short papers to describe 
the surroundings of this eloquent 
preacher, or to the peculiar circum
stances under which he was placed, 
or the severe penalties he had to 
pay and the suffering he endured 
for conscience sake, but we must be 
content with a few extracts from the 
sermons he delivered. As Bishop 
of Constantinople he preached in 
the great church of St. Sophia. three 
times a. week, and sometimes every 

day, and the "Amen'' of the audi
dence to the prayeril he offered 
could be heard a-far off, so deeply 
impressed and excited where the 
crowds tha.t hung on his ministry. 

" Th~ Triumphs of the Gross.
To-day we hold a festival and an 
assembly, beloved; for our Lord is 
fixed with nails to the cross. And 
think it not strange that so sad an 
event should be the occasion of a 
festal celebration, for such are 
spiritua.l things, contrary to what 
ordinarily happens inhuman affairs. 
To show this clearly : The cross 
was once the symbol of condemna
tion and punish)llent, but has now 
become an object venerable and 
dear. The cross was once the theme 
of ignominy and doom, but has b.e
come_ now the means of glory and 
honour. That you may learn tha.t 
the cross is glory, listen to the 
Saviour's words·: 'Father, glorify 
Thou me with the glory which I had 
with Thee before the world was.' 

" Here He calls the Cross glory. 
The Cross is the summit of our 
salvation, the foundation of count
less blessings. Through it we, who 
before were dishonoured and cast 
off, are now raised to the rank of 
sons ; through it it is that we 
wa.nder no longer in error, but have 
attained the knowledge of the truth; 
through it we, who worshipped 
stocks and stones, now know the 
Creator of all; by it we, who were 
sla.ves of sin, ha.ve been brought 
into the freedom of righteousness; 
through it ea.rth has become, a.nd 
will henceforth be. heaven. 

" The Cross has freed us from our 
wandering ; it has led us to the 
truth; it has reconciled God to 
ma.n; it has drawn us up from the 
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depths of sin, and raised us to the 
highest pinnacle of virtue; it has 
quenched the delusion of demons, 
it has abolished their deceit. 
Through it there is no longer the 
smoke and smell ef the shedding 
of the blood of beasts, but every
where spiritual services, hymns, and 
prayers ; through it the demons 
have fled away; through itthe devil . 
is put to flight ; through it human 
nature aspires to live the life of 
angels ; threugh it virginity walks 
the earth, for since the time that 
He was born of a virgin, the nature 
of man has known the way to thfo 
virtue. It has enlightened us who 
were sitting in darkness ; it has · 
reconciled us who were up in arms; 
it has brought nigh those who were 
afar off; it has made those who 
were alienated friends; it has con
stituted those who had becomi. 
foreigners, citizens of heaven; it 
has become the abolisher of war; 
it is the safeguard of peace. Through 
it it is we.no longer dread the fiery 
darts of the devil, for we have dis
covered the fountain of life ; through 
it we are no longer in widowhood, 
for we have received the bridegroom; 
through it it is we no longer fear the 
wolf, for we know the Good Shep
herd: ' I am,' says He, 'the good 
shepherd ; '. by it we no more dread 
the tyrant, for we have run to the 
rightful king. 

" Would you learn another most 
illustrious achievement of the cross 
transcending all human thought ? 
The closed gate of Paradise He has 
opened to-day, for to-day He has 
bmught into it the thief. Two most 
sublime achievements these. He 
both open_ed Paradise, and brought 
in the thief. He restored to him 
the primeval fatherland of man. He 
led him back to the ancestral city. 
• To-day shalt thou be with Me,' 
he says, 'in Paradise.' ,vhat sayest 
thou? Thou art crucified and fixed 

to the cross with nails, and dost 
thou promise Paradise? How· wilt 
thou confer such a gift? Paul, 
indeed, says, 'He was crucified in 
weakness;• but hear what follows : 
'Yet he liveth,' he says, 'by the 
power of God;' and again, in 
another place, • My strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Where
fore now on the cross,'' he says, " I 
promise that by this thou mayst 
know My power.' The spectacle 
itself is sad: look not at what the 
Cross is in itself, lest thou despair, 
hut raise thine eye to the power of 
the Crucified, that thy countenance 
may gleam with the radiance of joy; 
for this end He shows to thee there 
His might." 

" Oii Prayer.-Prayer is a power
ful weapon, a boundless treasure. 
inexhaustible wealth, a placid and 
waveless haven, the source of un
rufll.ed calm, and the root, the foun- · 
tain, the mother of ten thousand 
blessings. 

"Prayer is more potent than regal 
power. Oft when the wearer of the 
diadem is in the grasp of the fever, 
and lies prostrate on his couch, 
scorched in every vein, with phy
sicians, and guards, and servants, 
and generals around his bed, and 
neither the skill of his physicians, 
nor the presence of his friends, nor 
the assiduity of his attendants, nor 
the abundance of remedies, nor the 
magnificence of palatial pomp, nor 
the greatness of his riches, nor any 
human resource has power to charm 
away the malady which presses sore 
upon him. Should one who has 
access to God enter and only touch 
the body, and over it offer with holy 
lips a prayer, he puts the malady to 
flight. And that which no wealth 
was able to effect, no multitude of 
servants, no skill of the most ex
perienced .physician, no pomp of 
royalty-that has been oft achieved 
by the prayer of one poor and even 
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indigent man. I speak not of that 
prayer which is feeble and fall 
of languor, but of that which is 
made with earnestness, whose birth 
is accomplished with spirit throes, 
and which is produced by the in
tense concentrated exercise of the 
faculties of the mind. 

This is the prayer that wings its 
way to heaven. As water, while 
flowing over a level plain, and 
spreading unconfined on either side, 
springs not upwards; but when 
forced to descend into a channel, 
and compressed into narrow space, 
it bounds aloft with the speed of an 
arrow, so is it with the human mind. 
When it enjoys unbroken tran
quillity, it flows smoothly on, and 
dissipates its energies; but when, 
through the force of circumstances, 
it is depressed and imprisoned in a 
narrow channel, the influence of this 
salutary pressure makes it pour 
forth on high pure and impassioned 
prayers." 

Chrysostom before the Roman 
Emperor was a beautiful example of 
true Christian courage. The Em
peror threatened him with banish
ment, if he still remained a Christian. 
Chrysostom replied, " Thou canst 
not, for the world is my Father's 
house; thou canst not banish me." 
"But I will slay thee,'' said the· 
Emperor. "Nay, but thou canst 
not," said the noble champion of the 
faith again, " For my life is hid with 
Chriet in God." "I will take away 
thy treasures." '' Nay, but thou 
canst not," was the retort; "for in 
the first place, I have none that 
thou knowest of; my treasure is in 
heaven, and my heart, is there.'' 
" But I will drive thee away from 
man, and thou shalt have rio friend 
left." '' Nay, and that thou canst 
not," once more said the faithful 
witness; "for I have a Friend 
in heaven, from whom thou canst 
not separate me. I defy thee ; 

there is nothing thou canst do to 
hurt me." 

In the instances we have supplied 
of Cyprian, Ambrose, Chrysostom, 
and Augustine, we have, with the 
greatest diversity of gifts, certain 
striking traits in each and all of 
them. They were evidently renewed 
spiritual men. Had experienced the 
transforming power of the Holy 
Ghost, and this inward change was 
most manifest in their unworldliness, 
self-consecration, and entire devoted
ness to their great work. They be
lieved, and therefore spake, and they 
spoke under the power of that faith 
that saw only the path of duty, and 
girded themselves for it. Theirwork: 
was their life and their glory, and 
for the execution of it they cheer
fully sacrificed everything else. 
They had a positive passion for 
saving souls, and they were ready 
for every kind of toil, the extremest 
self.denial, and the most horrible 
sufferings rather than d-eny their 
Master, or oocri:fice the truth. Their 
ministry was constructed on the 
plan of adaptedness to their multi
farious hearerii. The plainest forms 
of speech they adapted for the 
masses, with all sorts of striking 
illustrations and pungent forms of 
appeal, even often to the telling of 
strange stories and curious inci-
dents. To the learned. they often 
presented the highest fruits of cul
fore, profound learning, extensive 
research, and oratory of the most 
elevated order. But withal they 
never forgot their immediate ·mis
sion and its great object-winning 
souls to Christ and enlisting their 
fellow-men in the sacred army of 
God's elect. They were lifted up in
finitely above the fear of man, and 
hence their extraordinary boldness, 
-fidelity, and utter incapability of 
compromising their master or the 
interests of His kingdom. Such 
men were eminently needed when 
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the truth had to come into direct 
collision with the arts, sophistries, 
superstitions, and imperial power of 
Paganism. To us it is interesting 
that so many of their pulpit produc
tions, in the shape of expositions 

-and homilies, have come down to 
us, so that what they uttered, and 
how they illustrated Divine truths, 
is so abundantly supplied that we 
may know them better than even 
the preachers and sermons with 
which we are contemporary. And 
so we cannot possess ourselves of 
the immense treasures they have 
bequeathed to posterity and not be
come wiser and more fitted for our 
preaching work, by the vivid ex
amples they have supplied. In the 
dark ages there were a few burning 
and shining lights, and some of ex
traordinary lustre, when we remem
ber the times in which they lived, 
bu,t as the entire range of this would 
involve volumes instead of short 
papers, we, may go on to the times 
just preceding the Great Reforma
tion, when illustrious proclaimers of 
the Gospel were raised up in our 
own land, in Germany, in France, 
in Italy, and amid the mountains 
and lakes of Switzerland. 

GOD A H:F;ARER OF PRAYER. 
BY REV. J. ROBINSON. 

0 Thou that heareat prayor ."-PsA. !xv. 2. 

THERE is but one true and living 
God. He has graciously revealed 
Himself to man as sitting upon His 
mercy seat, ready to hear and answer 
the sinceN pray,.r of all that come 
to Him by faith in :IIis Son, whom 
He hath appointed to be our Saviour 
and Mediator. If this was not His 
character, the righteous would not 
be able to hold on their way, but 
would grow weary, faint, droop, and 
die. Having this assurance, that 

Jehovah hears the cry of His peoplet 
the Christian calls upon him con
tinually. "Prays withou1 ceasing." 
Keeps up constant intercourse with 
his heavenly Father. 

" If pain afflict, or wrongs oppress, 
If cares distract, or fears dismay ; 
If guilt dej oct, if sins distress, 
We can go to our God and pray." 

Many are the privileges of God's 
children. One of the ireatest, and 
which should be highly nlued, is 
this, "That whateTer be their state, 
or circumstances, they have near 
access to their Father in heaven, 
by the blood and righteousness of 
their Redeemer, It is the most 
powerful weapon we can wield, one 
that must be constantly used. 'When 
all other means fail us, we can 
take our cause to God, and plead it 
at His throne of grace, The prayer& 
of the saints go up to God with 
acceptance when offered with strong 
faith in Christ, and He sends down 
gracious answers, because He is a 
God that heareth prayer. 

I. The character here ascribed to 
the Most High God. He hears. 
prayer. This is Hi!! name, nature, 
and glory. He not only has heard 
prayer, but He hears it to-day, and 
always will hear it, for He is an 
I=utable Being, not given to 
change. He is the High and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity; whose 
name is Holy. Infinitely above all; 
in no need of such creatures as we, 
yet He graciously condescends to 
lend a listening ear to QUr supplica
tions. Reveals Himself as the ob
ject of Prayer. The Merciful One 
to whom we are to address our 
cries for mercy and every needful 
thing. He invites us to come to 
Him with;the pro~se that He will 
hear. In the Scriptures we read 
of those who were blessed in answer 
to prayer. In His dispensations 
towards His Church He manifest& 
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Himself as the hearer of prayer. 
This is the title of honour. It dig
nifies and exalts Him greatly above 
all the gods of the heathen, who 
cry aloud, "0, Baal, hear uli ! 
0 Baal, hea.r us I " for hours 
together to no profit. He 
neither hears nor heeds. But 
Jehovah instantly sends fire from 
heaven, and consumes the sacrifice 
in answer to the prayer of th11 
prophet Elijah. 

It adds much to the glory of His 
goodneis to hear prayer. Sets be
fore u1 His benevolent diaposition, 
ihat He is ready to do what He can 
eon■istent with His own honour to 
make man happy even in this world. 
This has always been his character. 
He has been a pr:.tye/hearing God 
in every age of the world. The 
saints before the flood prayed ; the 
patriarch15. pra.yed ; the prophets 
prayed; the Church prayed; the 
Apo11tles prayed ; the primitiTe 
Christiana prayed; those who suf
fered impri1onment for righteous
ness sake prayed ; the martyrs when 
at the stake, and having their bodies 
consumed by the flames, prayed; 
were heard and blessed. 

We have prayed, and been heard. 
·when conviction of sin seized our 
mind we prayed, nor did we ceasa 
until w.e had experienced pardon 
from and peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Have we 
not been delivered from trouble, suc
coured in temptation, supported in 
trial, strengthened in the hour of 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 

BAPTIST CHAPEL, CJUDWELL HE.I.TH, 
Es11Ex.-Publio services will be held at 
the above place on Tuel!day, Jrme 23rd, 
18U, to celebrate the anniversary, and 
to recognize Mr. D. Taylor, late of 
Barking, as pastor of the church. In 

weakness, enlightened in the time 
of darkness, and guided in provi
dence in answer to prayer. We have 
acknowledged the Lord in all our 
ways,and He bath directed oureteps. 
In that our own happy experience is 
that, . 

"Whan we have hn.d a heart to pray, 
The Lord hath hs.d 1.n ear to hear.'' 
We know He hears our prayers by 

accepting our supplication~. That. 
He is not angry with us for drawing 
nigh to Him, but signifie1 His plea
sure by acceding to our requests, b:, 
discovering: His great mercy to us 
in Christ, the all-sufficiency of the 
Atonement made on Calvary fer our 
sins, and His willingness to accept. 
us in His beloved Son. 

By this we are confident tha'I He 
is the true and living God. There 
is no God but Jehovah that hearli 
prayer. There is no other God 
beside Him. Those that are 
called gods are but the work of 
men's hands. He whom we adore 
and worship is the Creator of 
all things. In Him we live, and 
move, and have our being:. Ali H• 
is a prayer-hearing God, let us who 
profess to be His by adoption and 
grace, be much employed in this 
holy duty. Pray with all prayer and 
supplication. Live prayerful lives, 
continue instant in prayer, watch
ing thereunto with all perseverance, 
for that our Divine Master hath said, 
" Mlm ought always to pray, and net 
to faint. 

Gr,at Sampjord, Es11x. 

the afternoon, at 3 ct'clock, s. sermon 
will be preached by Rev. W. Cuff, ef 
Shoreditch. After which tea will be 
provided at 6d. each, And in tba even
ing, at half-past six, a public meeting 
will ,be held, when ReT. J. Di.vis, of 
Romford, will pre11ida. Collec\ions aflor 
each aer:,ici. 



TALES AND SKETCHES. 

THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

BY SCRUTATOR. 

CHAnE11 Vl.-Mr. Stirling's 
Narrative. 

FounTEEN years ago, Mr. Ernest, I 
came into this neighbourhood. At 
that time I was but a poorworking 
journeyman. Since then a kind 
providence has blessed and pros
pered me, and as the result, during 
the past five years I have been a 
small employer. I am not wealthy, 
as you may suppose, but, like Jacob 
of old, I can say truly, " I have 
enough.'' With sufficient to pro
vide for my family, and something 
over to give systematically in the 
Lord's service, I am content. To 
accumulate sordid wealth, forits own 
sake, never has been my aim, and I 
trust never will be. When, there
fore, I joined the Church, I was re
ceived in as a poor member, willing 
to cast in . his lot with members 
equally as poor. For eleven years 
I remained on the member's list, 
and then I felt it to be my duty 
to send in my reasons for withdraw
ing from the Church. It would on:t," 
weary you if I gave you in detail 
the Church history of these eleven 
years; but you shall have a sum
mary. The first Church meeting I 
attended was to me anything but 
sat~sfactory. To put the thing in 
plam language, for the first time in 
my life I witnessed, in a Church 
meeting, something like a row. You 
will ask how it was. It arose in 
this way. The pastor presided, and 
had the unpleasant task of informing 
the Church that, although a £250 debt 
remained on the new chapel, it would 
require at least .£80 more to pay up 
certain extras, and make sundry im-

provements, originally overlooked in 
the estim-ates. The question pro
posed was,'' Where was the money 
to come from?" The members can
didly confessed that they could not 
furnish it. Most of th0m had paid 
up their promises in full, and had 
made great sacrifices in doing so. 
Some few had paid even more than 
they promised, and were grieved to 
find that more still was required. A 
discussion ensued of an unpleasant 
kind. Some blamed the architect 
for want of skill, and others blamed 
the committee for want of foresight. 
Two or three expressed it as their 
opinion that it would have been better 
for them all if they had" never shifted 
from the old room. And so they 
went on, mutually recriminating 
each other. You may imagine the 
effect of this scene on me-a 
stranger ! Ultimately, it was re
solved to borrow the .£80 required, 
on personal security, at 5 per cent. 
interest, and to stdve to pay the 
whole back in eighteen months, by 
means of weekly subscription~. In 
the course of eleven years I was 
compelled to witness many Church 
meetings of a similar kind, and 
great has been my grief at the dis
astrous effects produced on many 
persons by them. Money was 
wanted to meet constantly recur
ring debt3, and, "by hook and by 
crook,'' it must be had; and I should 
be ashamed to tell you of some of 
the questionable means resorted to 
at times to obtain it. But passing by 
that, I come to the time when the 
Church was gladdened by thE/ news 
that a wealthy Baptist family were 
likely to join it. The head of this 
family was none other than your 
senior deacon, Mr. Snap, who came 
to the town soon after the second 
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minister had secured a berth where 
he and his little ones had the pro
mise of something better than 
" workhouse fare.'' The Snaps- fa
ther, mother and two daughters-did 
join, and were received by the mem
bers with joy akin to acclamation. 
Now there would be an end to all 
their pecuniary difficulties ! What 
a help this family would be to a 
needy cause ! How gracious the 
providence that sent such a family 
at such a critical time ! It was 
quite refreshing to hear the unctuous 
prayer$ and thanksgivings offered 
up at the prayer meetings for this 
wealthy household. It was like a 
re'Vival season. Now do not wonder 
at this; it was perfectly natural. 
Assuming that the Snaps were what 
they were supposed to be, what else 
could be expected from a poverty
stricken Church, often at its witi' 
end in devising ways and means to 
meet the claims of its creditors ? 
Drowning men will catch at a straw, 
and the slightest hope of deliverance 
will cheer a prisoner. It was not 
long, however, before the Church 
found out its miitake. The prayers 
and thanksgivings were offered too 
soon. A little patient waiting, and 
they would never have been offered 
at all. Chosen very hastily to be 
deacon and treasurer, Mr. Snap 
aoon proved to the Church that he 
pOllsessed two qualities that ought 
never to be found in a professed Chris
tian man-love of money and love 
of power. If he gave, it was but 
sparingly, and always with the clear 
understanding that in the distribu
tion of his own and the Church's 
money he must have his own way. 
That sort of thing did for a while, 
but people soon got tired of it. Bap
tist Churches are essentially demo
cratic-in my opinion toQmuch so
and they have a wholesome horror 
of money rule. With a few others, 
I found myself in constant antago-

nism to Mr. Snap's selfiah projects, 
and my outspokenness often gave 
great offence. What I proposed, he 
was certain .to oppose ; and othe:rs 
met with the_ same fate. Once, I 
remember, we proposed that, in 
order to make the third minister 
more comfortable, we should raise 
the seat rents from one shilling per 
sitting to two; but that wail objected 
to by him OD the ground of its press
ing too heavily OD the poorer mem
l}ers, and so the sittings are charged 
a shilling per quarter to this day. 
On another occasion we proposed 
that we would drop seat-rents alto
gether, and pay, according to our 
ability, so much weekly as a freewill 
offering towards the minister's sup
port ; but as this would have laid 
him under an obligation to contribuoo 
more largely, he stoutly opposed it, 
and the project fell through. The 
failure of this Scriptural scheme
which I have every reason to believe 
would have proved a success-so 
grieved the poor minister that on 
the Sunday afterwards he preached 
two sermons for which Jeremiah 
Snap never forgave him. His text 
in the morning was, ' The labourer 
is worthy of his hire;' and he fol
lowed it up in the evening with a 
telling discourse from the words, 
'The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.' 
So pointed and pungent were his 
remarks that I have been credibly 
informed by one who saw him that 
Mr. Snap shook his fist at him as 
soon al! he came out of the pulpit. 

" To spite Mr. Snap in return, 
measures were taken by a few in 
the Church to curtail what they 
deemed to be .his despotic power, 
and as the minister sided with them, 
Mr. Snap made it known that•so 
long as he remained pastor he would 
not give a farthing beyond the cus
tomarypew-renttowardshissupport; 
hitherto he had subscribed some
thing at the year's end to make up 
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the deficiency of salary, but that 
must now be considered at an end. 
From that period two parties were 
formed in the church-what one 
party wanted the other did not-and 
at last, to put Mr. Snap down finally, 
a majority carried the extreme reso
lution that nothing should be done 
in connectio;v. with the cause unless 
it was duly authorised at a Church 
meeting. From that day Mr. Snap 
has looked upon himself as• an ill
used man, and complains every
where of the ungrateful treatment 
that he has received. On the other 
hand, while he grumbles at the 
Church, the Church as frequently 
grumbles at him, so that grumbling 
and growling are the order of the 
day. This grumbling system is cer
tain more or less to pervade every 
meeting. It has proved the bane of 
teachers' meetings as well as of 
Church meetings, for the parties 
who rule the one also take the rule 
of the other. A pleasant meeting is, 
I Im.ow, to this day an exception 
rather than the rule. So, weary of 
these money squabbles; weary of 
seeing poor ministers abused and 
half-starved into the bargain: weary 
of Church meetings that were no
terious for strife and division instead 
of brotherly unity : weary of trying 
to carry good measures that were as 
persistently opposed through evil 
party motives: weary of the un
profitable debates that uniformly 
prevailed upon the adoption of the 
extreme resolution to bring every 
little matter before a Church meeting: 
and weary of the everlasting grumb
lin,g that was sure to be dinned in 
your ears, do the best for the Church 
you could, I threw up the whole con
c~rn at last in absolute disgust, and 
never in my life have been happier 
than since I left it. There, Mr. 
Ernest, that is my story ; and I 
have striven to give it you without 
any exaggeration." 

" So far as I see, Mr. Stirling, you 
lay the blame for the present state 
of things on Mr. Snap. Do you 
regard him as being the sole cause 
of blame?" 

"IN o, I do not. But I regard him 
as being the chief. It was, in my 
opinion, an error for the people to 
choose a minister when bowed down 
with their chapel and other debts. 
The difficulties into which they were 
plunged were the cause of making 
them at the outset place more power 
in Mr. Snap's hands than was either 
scripturalorpolitic. HadMr. Snap 
been a thoroughly liberal man, who 
was willing to give without claiming 
power as compensation, things would 
have been vastly different. Nothing 
pleases a poor Christian Church 
more than to receive help cheerfully 
and voluntarily given by a Christian 
man who seeks nothing in return. 
To such a man Churches will give 
way greatly. His opinions are cer
tain to command much respect. He 
will have no occasion to fight for 
power. His influence will permeate 
every movement, and will uncon
sciously mould most that is ,done. 
But poor Jeremiah never could see 
this. He talks about what he has 
done for the Church, but at the same 
time overlooks the fact that he was 
not required to do 11, great deal of it. 
If you thrust your good upon a re
luctant people, that good becomes to 
them an evil. If, instead of letting 
it be known that he would have his 
way or not pay, Jeremiah had said, 
when giving a good subscription, 
'Now do as you like, and it will 
please me,' they would have ~one as 
he liked, and have pleased him; all 
dispute would have been at an end. 
The people would have so1:icited bis 
views, and doubtless, with some 
trifling modification, have acted upon 
them. As it is, the very reverse has 
been the case." 

" Do you think, Mr. Stirling, that 
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there is any remedy for this state 
of things?" 

What answer Mr. Stirling would 
have given it is not possible to say, 
for just then a knock at the door of 
the library put an end to the con
versatien. A letter placed in his 
hands informed him that he was 
wanted on urgent business for an 
hour or two elsewhere. 

Not long afterwards his visitors 
wended their way homewards, Mr. 
Ernest finding himself burdened with 
a neat parcel which Mr. Stirling had 
kindly asked him to take home with 

him, and not to open till he got there. 
The reader may imagine Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest's joyful surprise when, 
on opening it, they found it to con
tain, with Mr. and Mrs. Stirling's 
Christian love, a handsome present 
of sufficient fine black cloth for a 
suit for Mr. Ernest, and a nice lace 
shawl-the special gift of Mrs. Stir
ling-for his wife. 

The minister's home by this spon
taneous and unlooked-for act of 
generosity, was made a very happy 
home that night. 

(To be continusd.) 

iltanings among t~t J~tabes. 
CONQUER OR DIE. 

I MIGHT address the members of the 
Church, as it is s11,id an old Scotch 
commander once addressed his &ol
dieril when he !law the enemy coming. 
Thi!! was his brief, terse speech : 
'' Lads," said he, '' there they are, 
and if you dinna kill them, they will 
1rill you." Look, members of the 
Church, if you do not put down 
lethargy and sloth, if you strive not 
against Papery, infidelity'and sin, 
they will put you down. There is no 
other alternative; to conquer or to 

, die; to live and to be glorious; or 
to fall ignobiy.-Spurgeon. 

FIERY FELLOWSHIP. 
No man can make a good fire with 
one stick. But take a green stick, 
one that is damp, and putitamongst 
a good number of dry ones, theµ set 
them on fire, and the intense heat 
will caust this one to blaze with 
them. If we feel that we are like 
the green stick, and cold and damp 
in God's cause, let us go amongst 
the brethren and sisters whose 
hiarts are all on fire with love to 
Jesus, and getting into their com
pany, we too may be seii on fire-be 
all of a blaze. 

THE VA.LUE OF "A LITTLE 
HOPE." 

Ma. Samnel Varley tGlls us that he 
was visited by an enquirer who 
stood weeping before him, and had 
been in a mournfal. condition for two 
years. He took his seat beside her, 
saying, " My sister, are you weep
ing on account of sin?'' " Oli, sir," 
she replied, "1 do not believe in 
Jesus." He replied, " .A:re you imre 
of this, you tell me you do not be
ll eve ; have you no hope in Jesus?" 
"A very little, sir; very little.'' 
" Well now,'' he said, " will you 
take £500 for your hope in Christ?'' 
" 0 no, sir," she replied quickly. 
"What," he said, "do you value 
your little hope more than £500; 
then I will double it; say £1,000 !" 
" I won't take it, sir," she replied 
with much fervour. " My sister," 
he added, " could I lay the whole 
world at your feet, would you give 
it for your little hope in Jesus_?'' 
"Oh no, sir, no." "Then,'' added 
Mr. Varley," be of good cheer, all 
is well ; your faith is bearing the 
precious fruit of hope in Jesus, and 
of love to Jesus." She had faith in 
J esns, and wu not aware of it. 
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Jtlriems. . 

Flashes of Thought. One thousand 
extracts from the works of C. H. 
Spurgeon. (Passmore andAlabaster.) 
Grown Svo., 521 pp., price 5s. 

A FRIENDLY hand has here cuIIed just 
such passages from Mr. Spurgeon's 
sermons as his hearers and readers 
would probably have been most struck 
with at the time of their delivery; and 
he has obtained Mr. Spurgeon's consent 
for their separate publication in the 
present form. One thing may be spe
cially noted : the extracts are alpha
betically, not chronologically, 9:rrangc~. 
Hence it would appear that hrn pulpit 
sounded the same evangelical strains 
twenty years ago that it tells out to
day. His conviction• as to truth were 
ripe then, if his exporien?e~ o~ tl:e 
Gospel are riper now. This mdrncr~
minate blcndino- of sentences and senti
ments delivered at so wide an interval 
in so' short a life, may augment tho 
respect we feel for the si1;cerene_ss of 
his ministry. But such variety of illus
tration combined with such sameness 
of tea~hing, is characteristic of t~e 
author. Those who relish the preachers 
utterances will revel in these extracts ; 
and those who know him only by repu
tation may acquiro an acquaintance 
with his style through the medium of 
this comely little volume without 
wading through twenty folios of hia 
weekly sermons. 

PERIODICALS AND P AllIPHLETS. 

Swo,·d and Trowel. An admirable 
number. 

Biblical Museum(Part 41). We have 
exhausted all our eulogistic phrases on 
this exeollent work. 

The Hive, as good as ever. 
The .Appeai suited to gratuitous tract 

circulation. 
The Baptist Magazine, thoroughly 

good. 

Old Jonathan, varied, faithful, and 
ovangelical. 

Tlte Intery:n·eter (Part 17), ~ifol'I1;11Y 
distinguished by the plan with which 
Mr. Spurgeon commenced th~ work: 

Christian .Armour contams eight 
papers, all good. • . 

E.rpasitory Lectures on the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. By Rev.A. Saphir. (John 
F. Shaw and Co.) (Part 2.) Lucid in 
style, and rich in evangelical truth .. 

T!te Pictorial Dictionary of the B,ble. 
Royal 8,o. Parts I to 4, ls. each. 
(Macpherson and Son, Glasgow and 
London.) A work full of good a:i;ticles, 
excellent maps, and striking m:usti:ated 
viows. It ia not necessary to mst1tute 
a comparison between this and similar 
works some of which m,ty be better 
and others inferior ; of one thing we 
are certain, it may be of immense value 
to Sunday-school teachers, students, lay 
ministers and of real worth as a work 
of referedce in Christian families. 

Tlte Baptist, as a denominational 
paper, has done its work well during 
the recent anniversaries. 

After Pentecost, A Pastoral Address. 
By A.doph Saphir. (J. Shaw and Co.) 
(2d.) This address, delivered at the 
close of the Mission Week, is well wor
thy of o-eneral circulation. 

L,Je° and Jo,y in the Church. Two 
addresses by the same author, and 
equally good. 

Tlte Owlet's Tea Party. A Dream ; 
or Is Auricular Confesssion Authorised 
in' Holy Scripture ? (Houghton & Co.) 
(ld.) A respectable treatise, con

0

do1;sed 
into fourteen pages, and clever, ,ellmg, 
and adapted to do good in those Ro-
manising times. . 

The Gardener's Magazzne,_ &c., _for 
May. }fr. Hibberd is c'.'rtamly kmg 
in this d~partment of literary work. 
May he blossom as the rose, and wreaths 
of beauty surround his brow. His work 
appears to us exha~stive in every de
partment he supervises. 
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@nr Jtnominaf ional ltettings. 
THE Meetings held thi1:1 year show·an improved attendance. There was 
much heartiness manifested, and the reports of tile several Societies were 
highly encouraging. 

BAI>TIST BuILDING FuND.-The 
fort,v-ninth annual meeting of this 
fund took place in the library of the 
Baptist Mission House, Castle-street, 
Holborn, on Thursday evening, 2<:lrd 
April. John Etfwards, Esq., pre
sided. Mr.J. Benham, the treasurer, 
read tlre financial statement, from 
which it appears that the subscrip
tions and donations amount to 
£983 18s. 6d, ; instalments repaid, 
£3,340 10s. The total amount re
ceived was .£4,44J 11s. 5d. The 
following loans had been made to 
churches : three of £500 each ; two 
of £400; one of £300 ; four of £200, 
and four of £100. The working ex
penses were: salaries £220 15s. 6d.; 
printing and stationery, £43 3s. 8d.; 
sundries, .£52. 3s. lld. Total 
£340 5s. 4d. Balance with the 
treasurer, £31 5s. 4d. Mr. A. T. 
Bowser, the hon. secretary, read a 
most interesting report, and ad
dresses were delivered by Revs. C. 
Bailhache, C. M. Birrell, and J. 
Aldis. 

THE WELSII )VhssIONARY MEET· 
ING.-The Welsh meeting this year, 
held on Friday evening, 24th April, 
at the Mission House, was, on the 
whole, one of the most enjoyable 
held for years past. The meeting 
was opened by the Rev. H. Harries, 
of Eldon-street, who read the Scrip
ture and offered up an earnest prayer. 
A Welsh hymn having been sung, 
the chair was taken by Dr. Price, of 
Aberdare, who gave a statement of 
the present position of the society 
and the work now being done in the 
various fields occupied by the agents 
of the society, Other interesting 
addresses, of a thoroughly missionary 

spirit, followed by the Revs. John 
Jones, T, H. Morgan, C. Bailhache, 
J. "Wiberg, T. Evans, and J. R. 
Morgan. During the proceedings 
several Welsh hymns were sung 
with great heartiness. 

THE BAPTIST UNION.-The Bap
tist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland held its first session at the 
11fission House on Monday, 27th 
April. There was the usual intro
ductory prayer-meeting, conducted 
by Dr. Underhill, in which Revs. J. 
Lewitt, G. W. Humphreys, and 
others took part. Rev. C. Stovel, 
the president for the year, gave an 
address on Christian union, which 
was listened to with deep attention. 
The soiree at Cannon-street Hotel in 
the evening was largely attended. 
Addresses were delivered by Revs. 
C. Stovel, J. Aldis, J. Owen, and W. 
G. Lewis. 

BIDLE TRANSLATION SooIETY, -
The thirty-fourth anniversary.of this 
society was celebrated on Monday 
evening, 27th April, in Regent's
park Chapel, under the presidency 
of the Honourable Justice Lush. 
Sir Robert Lush, on taking the 
chair, was greeted with hearty ap
plause. He was supported on the 
right by the Rev. Alfred Powell 
(secretary), on the left by the Rev. 
J.P. Chown, and besides the speakers 
there wore also present the Rev. Dr. 
Angus and the Rev. Dr. Scott. The 
preliminary exercises were con
ducted by the Rev. J. P. Chown. 
Dr. Underhill next read the financial 
statement. The balance in hand 
from last year was £459 3s. The 
total income from all sources was 
.£2,683 8s. €id, Of this sum £200 
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ha.d been voted to the General Bap
tist Missions,£200 to the Rev. J. G. 
Oneken, of Hamburg, for the German 
version, £1,300 to the- Baptist Mis
sionary Sociity, in aid of the nrious 
versions circulated under iis auspices, 
and other smaller sums. The ba
lance left in hand is £270 8s. In 
addition to this there is a sum of 
£1,870 on deposit account at the 
bank, and £200 are in hand ready 
to meet the claim which will be 
made this year by the Rev. Mr. 
Carter, of Ceylon, for the Singalese 
version. Rev. A. Powell read the 
report, after which addresses were 
delivered by Rev. J. Davis, J, Page, 
and others. 

BRITISH AND IRISH B.tPTIST HoME 
M1ssroN.-The annual meeting of 
the mission took place as usual, in 
Bloomsbury Chapel, on Tuesday 
evening, 28th April, when Mr. Hugh 
Rose, of Scotland, occupied the chair, 
supported by several ministers and 
friends. The audience was a large 
and attentive one, an improvement, 
it occurred to us, upon the last 
meeting in this respect, although 
that was well attended. The pro
ceedings were opened with singing 
and prayer, after which the secretary, 
the Rev. C. Ki):tland, gave an out
line of the printed report, which 
appeared upon the whole of an en
couraging character. Its distinctive 
features may be thus briefly stated: 
After regretting the resignation of 
the secretary on personal and 
domestic grounds, and stating that 
hitherto no suitable successor has 

. been found for the office, and also 
dealing with the loss by death of 
one or two other officers, it set forth 
that in England the spiritual results 
have been good, and greater are still 
expected. With regard to. finance, 
it is named that the number of Bap
tist churches in the United Kingdom 
is 2,639; 664of these have less than 
50 members each. Only lOO, or 15 

per cent. of the total given contribute 
to the mission. In Wale1, out of 
522 churphes, only 22 contribute, or 
a little over four per cent, Ou, of 
126 churches in the metropolis, 33 
contribute to the funds, but only 21 
make congregational collections. 
The number of members of churches 
in London equals 28,300, whilst the 
personal subscribers to the mission 
are about one per cent. of the whole. 
The committee make a stirring ap
peal for help. In I.eland they want 
men, in England more money. The 
financial statement read by the 
treasurer, showed a balance of £148 
ls. ld. in hand. Rev. J. Aldis, S. 
Chapman, and P. Lockhart 'were the 
speakers. 

ZENANA MISSION BREAKFAST.

The annual breakfast in connection 
with the mission to the Zenanas of 
India took place on Wednesday, 29th 
April, at the Mission House. The 
annually increasing attendance on 
these occasions indicates a con
tinuous growth of the interest which 
is felt in the operations of this 
valuable agency. Joseph Gurney, 
Esq., presided, Dr. Underhill gave 
out a hymn ; after which, prayer 
was offered by the Rev.John Davis, 
of Orissa, who rejoiced that such a. 
work had been commenced for the 
purpose of relieving the women of 
India from the moral and spiritual 
degradation which was their ordinary 
lot, and of giving to disconsolate 
mourners the joy which flowed from 
the knowledge that life and immor
tality had been brought to light by 
J liSU!'i Christ. Addresses were given 
by Revs. Bahari Lal Sing, J. Pas
singham, J. Paga, and J. Lawrence. 

BAPTIST TRACT SocrnTY. -The 
annual meeting of this Society took 
place in the lower room of Exeter 
Hall on Wednesday evening, April 
29th. The chair was occupied bv 
Mr. Henry Phillips, who was well 
supported on the platform. Tha 
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number of tracts circulated, com
pared with those of the previous 
year, has been as follows:~553,688 
were scattered in 1872 as againsi 
over a million during the past year, 
or, as represented by money Talne, 
the cost of the circulation and grant11 
during 1872 was £527 ~s. ld., as 
aiainst £577 14s. 7d. during the . 
past year. The Trea111rer. (Mr. 
Oliver) read the financial statement, 

..from which it appeared that there 
was last year a balance in hand of 
£108 2s. 3d. The expenditure of 
the present year was naturally much 
hea.vier, but the contributions have 
also grown, so that the existing 
balance in hand is £66 3s. An 
a.mount of £200, left 1zy- legacies, is 
invested to meet emergencies. Rev. 
F. Tucker, Dr. Price, E. Parker, 
and J. Whitehead, addressed the 
meeting. 

B.1.PTIST MIS:oiIONARY Socr.TY.
The annual meeting of this Society 
was held on Thursday evening, 30th 
April, when the large room in Exeter 
Hall was well filled, if not crowded, 
in every part, the platform being 
occupied as usual by the leading 
friends and supporters of the Society 
in London and the provinces. The 
chair was taken by Mr. J. Tritton. 
The proceedings were opened by 
singing, after which prayer was 
offered by the Rev. C. Williams, of 
Accrington. Tne Treasurer read 
the Financial Statement. The ex
penditure of the past year had 
amounted to £34,640, an excess of 
£2,093 over last year. The total 
receipts for the year had been 
£40,2.'.i5, a sum exceeding any pre-

vious income of the Society. This 
amount included contributions from 
the churches· of £3,400, which was 
more than in former years; £!,240 
from. the Bible Translation Society; 
also a liberal gift from their Bir
mingham friend,, as a jubilee offer
ing from the Auxiliary, with a pro
mise that if the society sent out fiTe 
more missionaries, there should be 
£100 at least for them. There was 
also £3,626 received from the Bengal 
Famine Fund, and for the Widows 
and Orphans' Full.d, £3,147. Dr. 
Underhill gave a .sketch of the 
operations of the society during ths 
year, and telling addresses were de
livered by the Revs. W. Best, J. C. 
Page, L. 0. Shrefsfrud, and T. W. 
Handford. 

YoUNG M1a,'1 M1ss10NARY .Asso
CIATION .-The annual meeting of 
the Young Men's Association in a.id 
of the Baptist Missionary Society 
was held on Friday evening, May 
1st, at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon in the 
chair. There was a numerous at
tendance. The proceedings com
menced with a hymn, after which 
the Rev. Mr. Smith, a missionary 
from the West Coast of Africa, en
gaged in prayer. The Secretary 
read the 1·eport, which called atten
tion to the fact that about twelve 
months a~o the committee of the 
Association resolved to direct their 
efforts to an increl\se of 1,000 
guineas in the permanent income of 
the society. Addresses were de
livered by the Rev. W. Brock, jun., 
Archibald Brown, J. C. Page, and · 
Mr. F. E. Tucker. 
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CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

MR. ALEXANDER MACDOUGALL, of Blair 
Atholl, has accepted the pastorate of 
the church at Aberchirder. 

Rev. C. Watts, late of Dunstable, has 
accepted the invitation of the church at 
Langl.oy to become their pastor, and 
has entered upon his new sphere of 
Jabour. His address is,Myrtlo Cottage, 
Langley, Essex. 

The church meeting in the Grange
road Chapel, Darlin~on, has given a 
unanimous call to Rev. H.J. Betts, of 
Manchester, which he has been led to 
accept. 

LEIGilTON BUZZARD,-Rev. J. c. 
Wells has resigned the pastorate of the 
Hockliffe-road Church. 

STOGUMBER, SOMERSET. -Rev. G. 
Hider, late of Jersey, having accepted 
an invitation to the pastorate of this 
ancient Baptist Church, entered upon 
his labours on Sunday, April 26. 

Rev. H. H. Bourne has resigned the 
pastorate of the church, Sudbury, and 
accepted the invitation of the church in 
Victoria-street, Windsor. 

WBSTON-SUPER-MARE.-Rev. John 
Roebuck Russell, of Rawdon, has ac
cepted the invitation to the pastorate 
of Bristol-road Chapel. 

Rev. W. F. Edgorton has resigned 
his charge at Enon Chapel, Chatham, 
and the church at Providence Chapel, 
Reading, have given him an invitation, 
which he has accepted. D.V. he will 
enter upon his duties early in July. 

ExETER.-Rev. C. F. Cooper, after a 
pastorato of a.bout three and a half 
years, preached his farewell sermon at 
Bartholomew-stroot Chapel on Sunday 
eve~ing, May 10th, to a large congre
gation, and on the Monday a public 
meeting was held, when Rev. F. Bos
worth presided. Dr. Cooper who is 
leaving Exeter for London, :.Vas pre
sented during the evening with an 
album, containing the likenesses of 
many of the members of the church. 

During his pastorate seventy-three 
members have been received, of whom 
twenty-six were by baptism. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

THE Abbey-road Chapel, St. John's 
Wood, under the charge of the Rev. W. 
Stott, has just completed its tenth 
o.nniversary. During this period nearly 
£13,000 have been raised for building 
purposes, and other contributione make 
up a total of nearly £20,000. The con
gregation, by way of testifying their 
regard to J.C. Bowser, Esq., who from 
the commencement bas most zealously 
discharged the duties of financial secre
tary, presented him at a public meeting 
with an oil painting of himself, and a 
suitable inscription. The presentation 
was made by Mr. Stott, who cordially 
gave expression to the respect in which 
Mr. Bowser was held by his fellow
mewbers. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

CAXTON, Cums.-On Friday, April 
24th, Mr. R. J. Middleton was recog
nised as p:.stor of the church. Tho 
charge to the pastor was delivered by 
Rev. G .. Rogers, and that to the church 
by Rev. W. Osborne. The chair was 
occupied by Rev. G. Burgoyne. Rev. 
J. Raymontl. and others took part in the 
service. 

. CrrATHAJ.r.-A meeting was held in 
Zion Chapel, on May 4th, in connection 
with the settlement of Rev. T. Smith, 
late of Winslow. Tea was provided in 
the schoolroom, at which nearly 200 sat 
down, and.a public meeting followed in 
tho chapel, presided over by Mr. L. 
Neale and addressed by him, as well as 
by the Revs. T. Moir, W. Nobbs, H. 
Smith, V. Young, Mummery, and the 
newly-elected pastor. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

BUG BROOK, N ORTH.illl'TONSillRE.
The chapel and minister's house having 
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been repaired and renovated at a cost 
of £330, and £200 obtained, a bazaar 
was also "held in a barn, in aid of tho 
funds, on May 14th and 15th, which 
was opened by the pastor, the Rev. W. 
H. Payne. This wiis followed by a 
<:oncert of sacred music iu the chapel. 
The proceeds were upwards of £80. 

BUSHEY, HERTS.-The second anni
versary of the pastor and the fourth of 
the c!rnrch has just been held at the 
Baptist Chapel, Bushey New Town. 
On the Sunday the sermons were 
preached by the pastor, W. H. Rolls. 
On the following day a tea and public 
meeting was" held, Rev. J. W. Rolls, of 
Croydon, presided. A report of the 
work of the church during the past 
year, which showed an improvement in 
all things against the previous year, 
was read by the secretary. The Revs. 
R. Colman, R. H. Gillespie, J. Howard, 
T. L. Edwards, W. J. Tompkins, W. 
Townsend, W. J. Dyer, and the pastor, 
also addressed the meeting. The col
lections amounted to nearly £9. 

The Sunday-schools connected with 
Park-street Chapel, Luton, now number 
640 children and young people, with an 
attendance in the morning of 220, ~nd 
in the afternoon of 500; the number of 
teachere is 52. The anniversary ser
mons were preached on Sunday, llfay 
10th, by the Rev. J. H. Bfako, of Bow, 
when the collections amounted to £40, 
the largest amount contributed for 
many years. 'L'o meet the increased 
demand for accommodation, the teachers 
are contemplating the erection of new 
schoolrooms. 

BROMLEY, KENT. - On Thursday, 
April 23, the seventh anniversary of 
the pastorate of .Rov. A. Tessier was 
held at the Bromley Chapel. The meet
ing was addressed by Revs. J. C. Collins, 
E. Fiske, J. Jackson, W. J. Orsman, 
and Mr. C. Freeman, who represented 
the officers of tho church. llfr. Free
man expressed his congratulations to 
Mr. Tessier, who, ho hoped, might long 
be spared to them to enjoy even more 
abundantly proapority and happiness. 
Pmyer was then offered by the pastor, 
and the meeting, which was throughout 
ofamosthappy and successful character, 
shortly afterwards separated. 

IT is proposed to rebuild Charles
street Chapel, Camberwell, and on the 
14th April a tea and public meeting 
was held in furtherance of the scheme, 
at which Mr. J.P. Bacon, of Waltjam
stow, presided. Addresses were delivered 
by Revs.•J. T. Wigner, D. Jones, B.A., 
W. P. Tiddy, John A. Griffin, the pastor, 
and Mr. Hayward, one of the deacons. 
The new chapel wiU seat about 500 
people, and the computed cost is £1,200. 

STONY STRATFORD, BucKs.-llfany 
Baptists have felt particular interest in 
the church meeting in thiB town, it 
being one of the oldest in the kingdom, 
dating as far back as 1623. It has 
weathered many a storm, and sur
mounted many a difficulty since its for
mation. Its members have been reduced 
to five, and brought np again to 120. 
This church has now been without a 
pastor for about three months, but by 
the kind assistance of friends there has 
been no lack of preaching; the pecu
liarly trying circumstances into which 
it has been allured have excited the 
deepest interest of Baptist ministers 
generally. During this period we have 
had to shopherd ourselves, and indi
,idually to work and bear the responsi
bility of God's work in the town and 
neighbourhood. A very interesting and 
profitable course of services was hold " 
on April 12, 13, and 14 by Rev. John 
Nickalls, of C!ipstone ; on the latter 
date he held a baptismal service, and 
nine made a public profession of their 
faith by baptism, before a large congre
gation. 

BAPTISMS. 
Abercanaid.-May 3, Eight, by J. Parrish. 
Al/erton"-April 2G, at th~ New Baptist 

Chapel, Ten, by J, Preston. 
Ab,rtil/ery.-April 26, at the English Chapel, 

Fourt by LL Jones. 
Armley, near Leeds"-May 4, nt Wintown

street Chapel, Three, by R. Silby. 

A t~!°:£ol~~otland.-April 22, by W. Fulton, 

Birmingham.-April 22, at Christ Church, 
Aston Park, Ten, by W. Walters. 

Birmingham. - April 26, a.t Bond-street 
Chapel, Three, by Slewart Gray. 
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Birmlngham.-A.pl'II 26, at Cannon-street 
Chapel, Nine, by B. Blackmore. 

Birmingham.-April 29, at Longmore-otreei 
Cha,pel, Five, by Ll. H. Parsons. 

BaN'oui-in-Furn,,..-April 29, 1,t Abbey-road 
Chafe!, Five, by Ja.mes Hughe•. 

Beaumarir.-April 12, Two, by G. Evans. 
Brvmoo, Denbighsh!re.-April 1i;, Two, by 

J. Davies. 
Bures.-April 19, Four; Mir.y ll, Five, by J. 

Kemp. 
B•dal,, Yorkshire.-M&y 10, One, by John 

llyers. 
Bl...,.a.,m.-Mo.y 10, 1,t Iha English Ch1,pel, 

Three, by W. Rees. 
Bri,tol.-May 3, n,I Connterslip Chapel, 

Twenty-six, by W. Skerry. 
Blunham, Bedfordshire.-April 26, at the 

Old lleeting, Ono, by W. Abbott. 
Brom,gro•t.-M&y 2, &I New-ro&d Chapel, 

Three, by A. Macdonald. 
C<lmbridue.-April 29, a.I z,on Ch&pel, Seven, 

by J.P. Campbell. 
Chipping Sodburv.-Mo.y ;, FiTe, by W. II. 

Buller, 
OullirllJll!orth, Yorkshire.-May 3, Three, by 

J.Kenda,11. , 
0..mpark.-April rn, Nine, at Bethel; April 

26, Five, by J. Ho,,,.ell. 
Catrno,.-Aprll 26, Se-ven, by J. Nieholas. 
Canlerbury.-A.priI 26, at St. G•orge's-pla.ca 

Chapel, Six, by J. F. Smith. 
Carme~ Sirhowy.-April 19, One, by D. 

DaYie1. 
Chtlttnham.-April 12, &I Cambre.y Chapel, 

Thirwen, by W. Julyu.n. 
Driffeeld.-April 26, Three, by C. Welton. 
ll-Owlai,.-April 26, Six; :Ma.y 10, Three, al 

the Tabernacle English Chapel, by A. Hum
phreys, 

Dowley, S&lop.-lfay 3, Six, by W. Wootton. 
Dumfri~.-May 5, One, by J.B. Wallace. 
EblJw Val,.-Aprll 29, at Zion, Seven, by W. 

Da,vies. 
Gr·anlham.-April 29, Four, by G. B. Bowler. 
Goodrhaw, La.nca,shire.-April 19, Seven, by 

W.G.Fifleld. 
Gala.hie/,. - April 19, Two, by Andrew 

Morton. 
Gla,bury.-April 26, Three, by D. Howell. 

N~;;;~:••l (Ea,t),-MJJ.y 10, Four, by J. H. 

Highbridge, Somerset,-Ml>y a, Six, by T. 
Hanger. 

Iluchall Tc>rkard.-April 2~, Seven, by John 
T. Almy. 

l,leham, Cambs.-May a, Seven, by G. Towler. 
Kilmarnock, - April 21, Two, by John 

Johnston. 
Kirkbg-in-.t,hlie!d. - April 4, Nine, by A. 

Ilrittain. 

Lc•m•"ngton.-Aprll 26, at W arwlok-alreet 
Chapel, Four, by S. T. Willtr.ms. 

Undl.y.-lfuy 8, al tho Oo.kea Chape~ Your, 
by D. D._vies. 

L,.a..-May 4, a.t Wlntown-slreel Chapel, 
Two, by R. Sllby. 

Lineholme . ....:MJ,.y 6, Three, by W. Sharmo.n. 
Liverpool.-April 26, al Soho-street Church, 

Six, b1 Eli E. Wu.Iter. 
Ll•ngo,cl,-April 19, One, by G. Eva.DB. 
Llanillt~tl l'ardre. -April 26, &I Salem 

Chapel, Two, by Hugh Willia.ms. 
Llandilo, Jl.&dnor,-Ma:, a, Three, by Wm. 

Jenkin•. 

JFetropolitan Didricl :-
BarUng-1•oad, E.-April 26, Three, by R 

H. Qille•pie. 
Barkham-/,rrac,. - April 26, al Upton 

Chapel, Three, by J. Roberts. 
Deuon.ihi,,-,quart, Chapel.-Ma.y 10, Six, 

by W. l- Hender1on. 
Ea,t Lona.n Taberna<lt.-ApriI 30, Twen~

two, by G. D. Evans, for tha pastor. 
Finchl,y, North tnd.-April 31, SIX, by 

J. Ch1.dwick. 
Ha,Ungton.-AprlI 30th, Ele-ven by Jo.mes 

Ha.nning. 
Nell Crorr.-April 26, 1.t Zion Chapel, New 

Cross-road, Thirteen, by John S. Anden,on. 
Jl,tri,politan Tabernacle-April 27, Twenty

one; April 30, Twenty-six, byJ.A.Spurgeon. 
So,.th Hackney.-April 30th, Seven, by C. 

W.Banks, 
Trinity C!hapel, .Tohn-•lr«t, Edg'-'ar.-rood, 'W'_ 

-February 26th, Seven; April 3, Seven
teen; April 30, Seven, by J. 0. Fellowes. 

Jiffltawt,.-April 19, Three, by }fr. H&rdln 
Mte,ham, Yorkshire.-M&y 2, Ono, by J 

Alderson. 
Jlillwood.-U..y 3, Five, by H. Briggs. 
Jforley.-April 28, Ten, by J. Wolfenden. 
Jlarklt Dra!lton,-V.&y 6, Two, by T. Clark. 
Nt.wpo-rt, Honmoutbshtre.-.A.pril 22t al lho 

Albert Hall, One, by J. P, Thoma,. 
Old Barford.-April ~. Three, by W. Dyson. 
O,U!aldtwillle, Lanco.shire.-April 28, Eight, 

by John N0,ylor. 
l'orshor,.-April 30, TJlreo, by J. H. Fe•k. 
Quuntbur,J.-April 26, Seven, by Riche.rd 
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Three, by J. Ra.rrison, for the cause al 
Earlestown. 
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E. Edwardo. 
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TWO COVERINGS AND TWO CONSEQUENCES.* 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY O. H. SPURGEON. 

"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper."-PROVERBS xxviii. 13. 

"Thou hast covered all their sins."-PSALM Ixxxv. 2. 

IN these two texts we have man's covering, which is worthless and 
culpable, and God's covering, which is profitable, and worthy of all accepta
tion. No sooner had man disobeyed his Maker's will in the garden of 
Eden than he discovered, to his surprise and dismay, that he was naked, 
and he set about at once to make himself a covering. It was a poor attempt 
which our first parents made, and it proved a miserable failure. " They 
sewed fig-leaves together." After that God came in, revealed to them yet 
more fully their nakedness, made them confess their sin, brought their trans
gression home to them, and then it is written, the Lord God made them 
coats of skin. Probably the coats were made of the skins of animals which 
had been offered in sacrifice, and, if so, they were a fit type of him who has 
provided us both with a sin offering and a robe of perfect righteousness. 
Every man since the days of Adam has gone through much of the same 
experience, more or less relying on his own ingenuity to hide his own con
fusion of face. He has discovered that sin has made him naked, and he 
has set to work to clothe himself. As I shall have to shuw you presently, 
he has never succeeded. But God has been pleased to deal with His own 
people, according to the riches of His grace; He has covered their shame 
and put away their sins that they should not be remembered any more. 

Let me now direct your attention, first, to man's covering, and its 
failure; and, then, to God's covering, and its perfection. 

May the Holy Spirit be pleased to give you discernment, that yon may 
see your destitute state in the presence of God, and understand the merciful 
relief that God Himself has provided in the bounty of His grace ! 

I. There are many ways in which men try to cJver their sin. Some do 
so by denying that they have sinned, or, admitting the fact, they deny the 
guilt; or else, candidly acknowledging both the sin and the guilt, they 
excuse and exonerate themselves on the plea of certain circumstances 
which rendered it, according to their showing, almost inevitable that they 
should act as they have done. By pretext and pretence, apology and self
vindication, they acquit themselves of all criminality, and put a fine gloss 
upon every foul delinquency. Excuse-making is the commonest trade 
under heaven. The slenderest materials are put to the greatest account. 
A man who has no valid argument in arrest of jndgment, no feasible 
reason why he should not be condemned, will go about and bring a thou
sand excuses, and ten thousand circumstances of extenuation, the whole of 
them weak and attenuated as a spider's web. Some one here may be saying 
within himself, "It may be I have broken the law of God, but it was too 
severe. To keep so perfect a law was impossible. I have violated it, but 

• Thie Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting 11.nd translating is reserved. 
No, 188, NEw Simu:s. 
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then I am a man, endowed with }):lssions that involve propensities, and 
inflamed with desires that need gratification. How coulu I do otherwise 
than I have done? Placed in peculiar circumstances, I am borne along 
with the current. Subject to special temptations, I yield to the fascina
tion; this is natural.'' So you think; so you essny to exculpate yours~lf. 
But, in truth, you are now committing a fresh sin; for you are accusmg 
God, you are inculpating the Almighty. You are impugning the law_ to 
vindicate yourself for breaking it. There is llo small d.egree of crimi.nahty 
about such an unrighteous defence. The law is holy, just and good. You 
are throwing the onus of your sins upon God. You are trying to make out 
that, after all, you are not to blame, but the fault lies with Him who gave 
the commiJ-ndment. Do you think that this will be tolerated? Shall_ the 
_prisoner at the har b1·iug accusations against the Judge who tries 1nm? 
Or shall he challenge the equity of the statute while he is arraigned f?r 
violating it? And as for the circumslRllces that you plead, what valid 
e:1.:cuse can they furni8h? Has it come to this-that it was not you, but 
your necessities, that· did the wrong and are answerable for the conse
quence? Not you, indeed l you are a harmless innocent-victim of circum
stances! I suppose, instead of being censured, you ought almost to be 
pitied. What is this, again, but throwing the blame upon the arrange
ments of Providence, and saJing to God, ''It is the harshness of Thy 
discipline, not the perverseness of my actions, th1tt involves me in sin." 
What, I say, is tl1is but a high impertinence, ay, veritable treason, against 
the Majesty of that thrice holy God, before whom even perfect angels veil 
their face:!', while they cry, •· Holy, ·holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts." I pray 
thee resort not t_o such a co-vering as this, because, while it is utterly useless, 
it adds sin to sin, and exposes tht>e to fresh shame. 

In many cases persons violating the law of God have hoped to cover their 
transgression by secrecy. They have done the deed in darkness. They 
hope that no ear of man heard their footfall or listened to their spee.ch. 
Possibly they themselves l,eld their tongue, and flattered themselves that 
no observer witnessed their mc,vements or could divulge their.action. So 
was it wi_th Achan. I dare say he took the wedge of gold and the Baby
lonish garment, mid the confusion of the battle, and hid it when his com
rades seemed too much engRged to notice so trivial an affair. While they 
were rushing over the fallen waHs of Jericho, amidst the debris and the 
dust, he might be unmolested; and then, in the dead of night, while 
they slept, he turned the sod of his tent, dug into the earth, and buried 
there his coveted treasure. All looks right, to his heart's content. He 
has smoothed it down, and spread Ms carpet over the grave of his lust. 
Little did he reckon of the Om11isdent eye. Little did he count on the 
unerring lot that would come home to the tribe of Judah, to the family of 
the Zathites, to Hie house of Zabdir, and, at last, to the son of Carmi, so 
that Achan himself would have to stand out confessed as a traitor-\!, 
robber of his God. Men little know the ways in which the Almighty can 
~ud them out, and bring the-evidence that convicts out of the devices .that 
were lntendeii to cover their sin. 

Do you not know that Providence is a wonderful detective. 'There are 
hounds upon the track ~f ever.v thief, and murderer, and liar-in hct, upon 
every sinner of every kmd. Each sin leaves a trail. The_ d_ oi_ s_ of judg
ment will be sure to scent it out, _and find their_prey. There ijl,no, llisen-
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tangling yourselves from the meshes of guilt; no possibility of evading the 
penalty of transgression. Very wonderful have been the ways in which 
persons who have committed crimes have been brought to judgment. A trifle 
b.ieomes a tell-tale. The method of deceit gives a clue to the manner of 
discovery. Wretched the men who bury their secrets in their own bosom.
Their conscience plays traitor to them- They have often been forced to 
betray themselves. We have read of men talking in their sleep to their 
fellows, and babbling out in their dreams the crime they had committed 
ye~rs before. God would have the secret disclosed. No eye had seen, 
neither could other tongue have told but the man turned king's evidence 
against himself; he has thus brought himself to judgmeut. It has often 
happened, in some form or other, that conscience has thus been witness 
against men. Do I address any one. who ,is just now practising a 
secret sin? You would not have me point you out for all the world, 
nor shall I do so. Believe me, however, the sin is known. · Dextero11S 
though you have been in the attempt to conceal it, it has been seen . 
.AJJ surely as you live it has been seen. '' By whom?" say you. .Ah ! 
by One who never forgets what he sees; and will be .sure to tell of it. 
He may commission a little bird of the air to whisper it. Certainly 
He will one day proclaim it by the sound of trumpet to listening 
worlds. You are watched, sir; you are known. You have been narrowly 
observed, young girl; those things you have hidden away will be brought 
to light, for God is the great discoverer of sin. His eye has marked you ; 
His·providence will track you. It is vain to think that ye can conceal your 
transgressions. Before high heaven, disguise is futile. Yea, the darkness 
hideth not; the night shineth as the day. I have known persons who have 
harboured a sin in their breast till it has preyed upon their constitution. 
They have been like the Spartan boy who had stolen a fox, and was 
ashamed to have it known, so he kept it within his garment, till it ate 
through his flesh, and he fell dead. He suffered the fox to gnaw his heart 
ere he would betray himself. There are those who have got a sin, if not a 
lie in their right hand, yea, a lie in their heart; and it is eating into their 
very life. They dare not confess it. If they would confess it to their God, 
and make restitution to those whom they have offended, they would soon 
eome. to peace; but they vainly hope that they can cover the sin, and hide 
it from the eyes of God and man. He that covereth his sin in 'this fashion 
shaU not prosper . 

.Again, full many a time sinners have tried to cover their sin with false
hood_ Indeed, this is the usual habit-to lie-to cloak their guilt by deny
ing ii. Was not this the way with Gehazi? When the prophet said, 
« Whence comest thou, Gehazi?" He said, •·Thy servant went no 
whither." Then the prophet told him that the leprosy of Naaman should 
ele.ave to him all the days of his life. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira., 
in lying in order to hide their sin, how quickly was it discovered, and how 
terrible was the retribution ! I wonder that men and women can lie as 
they do after reading that story. '' Hast thou sold the land for -so much'?" 
said Peter. And Ananias said, "Yea, for so much." At that instant he 
fen down a.nd gave up the ghost. ' Three l,i.ours after, when his wife Sap
phira. said the same, the feet of the young men who had buried her husband 
were at the dom;, ready to carry out her corpse, and bury her b_y his side. 
Oh, 'Sirs, ye must weave a tangled web, indeed, when once ye begin to 
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deceive; and when you have woven it you will have to add lie to lie, and 
lie to lie, and yet all to no purpose, for you will be surely found out. 
There is something about a lie that always deludes the man who utters it. 
Liars have need of good memories. They are sure to leave a little corner 
:uncovered through which the truth escapes. Their story does not hang 
together. Discrepancies excite suspicions, and evasions furnish a clue to 
discoveries, till the naked truth is unveiled. Then the deeper the plot the 
fouler is the shame. But to lte unto the God of truth, of what avail cim 
that be? What advantageth it you to plead ''not guilty," when He has 
witnessed your crime? That infallible Eye which never mistakes, is never 
clo11ed. He knows everything; from Him no secret is hid. Why, there
fore, dost thou imagine that thou canst deceive thy Maker? There are 
some who try to cover their sin by prevarication. With cunning subtlety 
they strive to evade personal responsibility. Memorable is the instance of 
David. I will not dwell upon his flagrant crime; but I must remind yon 
of his sorry subterfuge, when he tried to hide the baseness of his lust by 
conspiring to cause the death of Uriah. There have been those who have 
schemed deep and long to throw the blame on others, even to the injury of 
their reputation, to escape the. odium of their own malpractices. Who 
knows but in this congregation there may be some one who affects a high 
social position, supported by a deep mercantile immorality? Merchants 
.:there have been that have swollen before the public as men of wealth, 
while they were falsifying their accounts, abstracting money, yet making 
the books tally, rolling in luxury, and living in jeopardy. Have they 
prospered? ·were they to be envied? The detection that long haunted 
them at length overtook them; could they look it in the face? We have 
heard of their blank despair, their insane suicide: at any rate, a miserable 
exposure has been their melancholy climax. " Be sure your sin will find 
you out." You may run the length of your tether. It is short. The 
hounds of justice, swift of scent and strong of limb, are on your trail. 
Rest assured, you will be discovered. Could you escape the due reward 
in this life, yet certainly your guilt is known in heaven, and you shall be 
judged and condemned in that great day which shall decide your eternal 
destiny. Seek not, then, to cover up sin with such transparent cobwebs as 
these. 

Some people flatter themselves that their sin has already been hidden 
away by the lapse of time. "It was so very long ago," says one, '' I had 
almost forgotten it; I was a lad at the time.'' "Aye," says another, "I 
am grey-headed now. It must have been twenty or thirty years ago .. 
Surely you do not think that the sin of my far-off days will be brought out 
against me. The thing is gone by. Time must have obliterated it.'' Not 
so, my friend. It may be the lapse of time will only make the discovery 
the more clear. A boy once went into his father's orchard, and there in 
his rough play he broke a little tree which his father valued. But, rapidly 
putting it together again, he managed to conceal the fact, for the 
disunited parts of the tree took kindly to each other, and the tree stood 
as before. It so happened that more than forty years afterwards he went 
into that garden after a storm had blown across it in the night, and he 
fonnd the tree had been riven in two, and it had snapped precisely in the 
place where he had broken it when it was but a sapling. So there may 
come a crash to your character precisely in that place where you sinned 
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when yet a lad. Ah, how often the transgressions of our youth remain 
within our bosoms. There lie the eggs of our young sin, and they hatch 
when men oome into riper years. Don't be so sure that the lapse of time 
will consign your faults and follies to oblivion. You sowed your wild oats, 
sir; you have got to reap them. The time that has intervened has only 
<lperated to make that evil seed spring up, and you are so much the nearer 
to the harvest. Time does not change the hue of sin in the sight of God. 
If a man could live a thousand years, the sins of his first year would be as 
fresh in the memory of the Almighty as those of the last. Eternity itself 
will never wash out a sin. Flow on, ye ages; but the scarlet spot is on 
the sand. Flow on still in mighty streams, but the damning spot is there 
Jltill. Neither time nor eternity can clean1:1e it. Only one thing can 
remove sin. The lapse of time cannot. Let not any of you be so foolish 
as to hope it will. 

When the trumpet of the resurrection sounds, there will be a resurrection. 
<Jf characters, as well as of men. The man who has been foully slandered 
will rejoice in the light that reflects his purity. But the man whose latent 
vices have been skilfully veneered will be brought to the light too. His 
acts and motives will be alike exposed. As he himself looks and sees the 
resurrection of his crimes, with what horror will he face that day of 
judgment ! "Ah ! ah !" says he; " Where am I? I had forgotten these. 
These are the sins of my childhood, the sins of my youth, the sins of my 
manhood, and the sins of my old age. I thought they were dead and 
buried, but they start from their tombs. My memory has been quickened. 
How my brain reels as I think of them all! But there they are, and, like 
so many wolves around me, they seem all thirsting for my destruction.'' 
Beware, oh men! Ye have buried your sins, but they will rise up from 
their graves and accuse you before God. Time cannot cover them. 

Or do any of you imagine tha.t your tears can blot out your transgres
sions? That is a gross mistake. Could your tears for ever flow; could 
you be transformed into a Niobe, and do nothing else but weep for aye, the 
whole flood could not wash out a single sin. Some have supposed that 
'there may be efficacy in baptismal water, or in sacramental emblems, or in 
priestly incantations, or in confession to a man ten times worse than them
selves-one who has the impertinence to ask them to disclose their secret 
wickedness to him, and betrays a morbid avidity to make his breast the 
sewer into which all kinds of uncleanness should be emptied. Be not 
deceived. There is nothing in these ordinances of man, or these tricks of 
priestcraft (I had almost said of witchcraft, the two are so much alike) to 
excuse the folly of those who are beguiled by them. You need not catch 
at straws when the rope is thrown out to you. There is pardon to be had; 
remission is to be found; forgiveness can be procured. Turn your back on 
yonder shavelings; lend not your ear to them, neither be ·ye the victims of 
their snares. In the street each day it makes one's soul sick to see them. 
Like the Pharisees of old, they wear their long garments to deceive. You 
eannot mistake them. Their silly conceit publishes their naked shame. 
Confide not in them for a moment. Christ can forgive you. God can blot 
out your sin. But they cannot ease your conscience by their penances, or 
remove your transgressions by their celebrations, 

Thus I have gone through a rough, not very accurate, list of the ways by 
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which men hope to cover their sin, but they "shall not prosper." None 
of these. shall succeed. 

II . .A m-0re joyous task devolves onme now, while I draw your attention 
to my second text-" Thou hast covered all their sin." This fact is affirmed 
concerning the people of God. All who have trµsted in the atoning sacrifice 
which was presented by the Lord Jesus Christ upon Calvary may accept this 
weleome assurance-" God has covered all their sin," How this hath 
come to pass I will tell you. Before ever God covers a man's sins he 
unveils them. Did you ever see your sins unveiled? Did it ever seem as 
if the Lord put His hand upon you, and said-'' Look, look at them?" 
Have you been led to see your sins as you never saw them before? Have 
you felt their aggravations fit to drive you to despair ? As you have looked 
at them, has the finger of det_ectiou seemed to point out your blackness? 
Have you discovered in them a depth of guilt, and i:rµquity, and hell
desert which never struck your mind before? I recollect a time when that 

· was a spectacle always before the eyes of my conscience. My sin was ever 
before me. If God thus makes you see your sin in the light of His coun
tenance, depend upon it he has purposes of mercy toward you. When you 
see and confess it, he will blot it out. So soon as God, in infinite loving
kinduess, makes the sinner know in truth tl1at he is a sinner, aud strips 
him of the rags of his self•righteousness, he grants him pardon and clothes 
liis nakedness. While he stands shivering before the gaze of the Almighty, 
condemned, the guilt is purged from his conscience. I do not know,of a 
more terrible positi11m in one's experience than to stand with an angry God 
gazing upon you, and to know that wherever God's eye falls upon you it 
sees nothing but sin; sees nothing in you but what He must hate and 
must abhor. Yet this is the experience thTough which God puts those to 
whom He grants forgiveness. He makes them know that He sees h-0w 
sinful they are, and He makes them feel how vile and leprous they are. 
His justice withers their pride; His judgment appals their heart. They 
are humbled in the very dust, aucI made to cry out-each man trembling 
for his own. soul-" God lxl merciful to me, a sinner!"' 

Not till this gracious work of conviction is fully wrought does the Lord 
appear with the glorious proclamation, that whosoever believeth in the 
L~d Jesus shall have his sins covered. That proclamation I have n0w 
openly to publish and personally to deliver to you. With your outwar.d 
ears you may have heard it hundreds of times. It is old, yet ever ne.w. 
Whosoever among you, knowing himself to be guilty, will come.and put 
his, trust in Jesus Christ, shall have his sins covered. "Can God di> 
that?'' Yes, he .ca-n. He alone can cover sin. Against Him the· sin was 
committed. It is the offended person who must pardon the offender. No 
one else CP.n. He is the King. He has the right to pardon. He is, the
Sovereign Lord, and He can blot out sin. B"eside that, He cau cover it 
lawfully, for the Lord Jesus Christ (though ye know the story, let me tell 
it again-t_he song of redemption always rings out a charming melody), 
Jesus Christ, the Father's dear Son, in -0rder that the Justice of God 
migp.t be vindicated, bare His breast to its dreadful hurt, and suffered in. 
our room,. a.nd: place; and stead,. what we ought to have suffered. aa, the 
penalty of' our sin. Now the sacrifice of God covers sin-covers it ri@'h'" 
over.;. a.nd He more than covers it, He makes, it cease to be. MoreOffr 
the Lord Jesus kept the law of God, and His ob<:ldience stands instead of 
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our obedience; and God accepts Him and His righteousness on our behalf, 
imputing His merits to our soul:a. 

Oh the virtue of that.atoning blood I Oh the blessedness of that perfect 
righteo11Sness of the Son of God, by which He coverB our si!lll ! 

There ar<J two featnres of covering I should like to recall to your recolloo
tion. The -one was the mercy seat or propitiatory, insi.«e the gold.en ark, 
where were the 'tables of stone. -Those tables .,f stone seemed, as it were, 
to reflect the sin-s of Israel. As in a mirror they reflected the transgres
sion of God's people. God was above, as it ·were, looking down between 
the -cherubic wings. Was he to look down upon the law defied and defiled 
by Israel? .Ah, no ; there was put over the top of the ark, as a lid which 
covered it all, a golden lid called the mercy seat, and when the Lord looked 
down He looked upon that lid which covered sin. Beloved, such is Jesn,g 
Christ, the covering for all our sins. God sees l'l.O sin in those who az,e 
hidden beneath Jesus Christ. 

There was another covering at the Red Sea. On that joyous day when 
the Egyptians went down into the midst of the s-ea pursuing the Israelites, 
at the motion of Moses' rod the waters that stood upright like a wall leapt 
baek into their natural bed and swallowed up the Egyptians. Great WY 
the victory when Miriam sang" The depths have eovered them. There 
is ·not one of them left.'' It is even so that Jesus Christ's atonement -has 
covered up onr sins. They are sunk in His sepulchre ; · they are buried in 
His tomb. His blood, like the Red Sea, has drowned them. "The depths 
have covered them. Tlrnre is ·not one of them left." Against the believer 
there is not a sin in God's Book rncorded. He that believeth in Him is 
perfectly absolved. "Thon hast covered all their sin.'' I shall not have 
time to dwell upon the sweetness of this fact, bun invite you th1l.t believe, to 
consider i.ts Jtreeiousness; and-I hope you who have not believed will feel 
your mouth watering after it; to know that every sin one has ever· com
mitted, lmown and unknown, is gone-covered by Christ. To be assured 
that wh1ln Jesus died He did not die for some of our sins, but for all the sins 
of Hi-s people; not for· their sins up till now, but for rul the sins they 'ff~ 

will commit! Well does Kent put it : 

"Here's paroon for transgressions·past, 
It matters not how black they're cast ; 
,And, 0, my soul, with wondeT view, 

·For sins to como here's pardon too." 

The atonement was made before the sin was committed. The righteoua
ness was presented even before we had lived. " Thou hast covered all 
their sin." It seems to me as if the Lamb of God slain from before 
the foundation of the world had in the purpose of God, from the founda
tion of the world, covered all His people's sins. Therefore, WB are accepted 
in the beloved, and dear to the Father's heart. Oh what a joy it is to get 
a -hold of something like this truth, especially when the truth gets a hold 
of you-when you can feel by the inwrought power and witness of the Holy 
Ghost, that your sins are covered-that you dare .stand up before a rein
t~ing, heart-searching God, a.nd give thanks that every transgression you 
ever committed is hid from the vie.w of those piercing ~yes .through .J~sns 

· Christ your Lord. 
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Some people think we ought not to talk thus, that it is presumptuous. 
But really there is more presumption in doubting than there is in believing. 
For a child to believe his Father's word is never presumption. I like to 
credit my Father's word. "He that believeth in Him is not condemned." 
Condemned I am not, for I know I do believe in Him. '' Who is he that 
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." 

Beloved, the covering is as broad as the sin. The covering completely 
covers, and for ever•covers; for as God sees to-day no sin in those who are 
washed in Jesus' blood, so will he never see any. You are accepted with 
an acceptance that nothing can change. ,vhom once He Io1es He nenr 
leaves, but loves them to the end. The reason of His love to them does 
not lay in their merits nor their charms; the cause of love is in Himself. 
The ground of His acceptance of them is in the person and work of Christ. 
Whatever they may be, whatever their condition of heart may be they are 
accepted, because Christ lived and died. It is not a precarious or a condi
tional, but an eternal acceptance. 

Would you enjoy the blessedness of this complete covering ? Cowering 
down beneath the tempest of Jehovah's wrath, which you feel in Jyour con
science, would obtain you this full remission? Behold the gates of the City 
of Refuge which stand wide open. The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is proclaimed to the thirsty, needy, labouring, weary sonl Not merely 
open are the gates, but the invitation to enter is given. "Come unto Me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.'' You 
are bidden to lay hold upon eternal life. The way of doing so is simple. 
No works of yours, no merits, no tears, no preparations are ,required, but 
trust-trust-that is all. Believe in Jesus. Rely uponHim; depend upon 
Him. I have heard of Homer's Iliad being enclosed in a nutshell, so small 
was it written; but here is the Plain Man's Guide to Heaven in a nutshell. 
Here is the essence of the whole gospel in one short sentence. " Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." Trust Him; trust 
Him. That is the meaning of that word believe. Depend upon Him, and 
as surely as thou doest it, nor death, nor hell, nor sin shall ever separate 
thee from the love of Him whom thou hast embraced, from the protection 
of Him in whose power thou hast taken shelter. The Lord lead you to 
cower beneath His covering wings, and grant you to be found in Christ, 
accepted in the beloved. So shall your present peace be the foretaste of 
your eternal felicity.-AMEN. 

_. A LADY, who was in the habit of close been a good child to your parents; we, 
attendance on the Princess Amelia during have nothing wherewith to reproach you; 
her last illness, described some of the but I need not tell you that it is not of 
latter interviews which took place be- yourself alone that you can be saved, and 
tween the Princess a~d her royal father, that your acceptance with God must; 
George Ill., and wh1ch.soldom failed to depend on your faith and trust in the 
turn on the momentous topic of the future merits of the Redeemer." "I know it," 
world, as being singularly affecting. "My replied the Princess, mildly but emp!lj.ti
dear child," said his Majesty oto her on cally, "and I could wish for no better 
o•e of these occasions, " you have ever trust." 
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ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

BY JABEZ BURNS, D.D., LL.D, 

No. 7-DR. JOHN TAULER, OF STRAS
BOURG. 

Tms celebrated German preacher 
anticipated Luther by one hundred 
and forty years, and John Huss by 
more than a century. 

His life was one of extraordinary 
labour, and his preaching possessed 
immense popularity. His" History, 
Life, and Times," and some of his 
sermons have been translated by 
Susanna ·winckworth, with a pre
face by Charles Kingsley, and pub
lished in a most handsome small 
quarto, by Smith, Elder & Co., 1857. 
The memoir is more telling than a 
romance : his extraordinary expe
rience, gradual enlightenment as to 
Divine truth, and how he was led 
to be a faithful expositor of the 
Word of Life. He must have been 
a great favourite with the people; 
his sermons are so plain and telling, 
and withal so familiarly• illustrated 
with the events of everyday life: 
but our selections from his twenty
five sermons preached in Strasbourg 
will be the best introduction to this 
renowned minister. From a sermon 
on "The Inward Kingdom and its 
Near Approach," we select the fol
lowing:-

" Our Lord says here that the 
Kingdom of God is nigh to us. Yea, 
the Kingdom of God is in us ; !lnd 
St. Paul says that now is our salva
tion nearer to us than we believe. 
Now, ye ought to know, first, how 
the Kingdom of God is nigh at hand; 
seconcily, when the Kingdom of God 
is nigh at hand. 

"Now, we must give earnest heed 
to take note of all that is contained 

in these words,' TheKingdomofGod 
is nigh at hand.' For if I were a 
king and did not know it, I should 
be no king; but if I were fully con
vinced that I was a king. and if all 
men deemed me so likewise, and, 
further, if I knew that all men 
deemed me such, I should be a king, 
and all the riches of the king would 
be mine. But if any of these three 
things were wanting, I could be no 
king. In like manner does our 
blessedness depend upon our per
ceiving and knowing the highest 
Good, which is God. Himself. I 
have a power in my soul which 
enables me to perceive God. I am 
as certain as that I live that nothing 
is so near to me as God. He is 
nearer to me than I am to myself. 
It is a part of His very essence that 
He should be nigh and present to 
me. He is also nigh to a stone or 
a tree, but they do not know it. If 
a tree could know God, and perceive 
His presence as the highest of the 
angels perceives it, the tree would 
be as blessed as the highest angel : 
and it is because man is capable of 
perceiving God, and knowing ho:w 
nigh God is to him that he is better 
off than a tree. And he is more 
blessed or less blessed in the same 
measure as he is aware of the pre
sence of God. It is not because 
God is in him, and so close to 
him, and he hath God, that he 
ha is blessed, but because he per
ceives God's presence, and knows 
and loves Him; and such an one 
will feel that God's Kingdom is nigh 
at hand. Often, when I meditate 
on the Kingdom of God, I cannot 
speak for the greatness thereof. 
For the Kingdom of God-what is 
it but God Himself, with all His 
riches? The Kingdom of God is no 
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small thing. If we think of all the 
worlds that God could create, that 
is not the Kingdom of God. When 
the Kingdom of God is manifested 
in a· soul, and she knows it, you 
need not preach or to teach, for 
that soul is taught of God, and as
sured of eternal life. He who knows 
and perceives how nigh God's King
dom is, may say with J acGb, ' Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I knew 
it not.' 

"The revelation of the Father by 
Christ in Matt. xxi. 10-17 :-He 
revealeth Himself and all that the 
Father hath uttered in Him, accord
ing to the measure of the soul's 
ability to receive it. In the first 
place, He reveals the Father's sove
reignty to the soul by declaring His 
changeless, infinite power. And 
when, through the Son, the soul 
bath experience of this power, it 
becomes strong and mighty in what
ever happens ; so that it grows 
powerful and steadfast in all virtues 
and in perfect singleness of mind, 
so that neither weal nor woe, nor 
any or all of the things that God 
ha.s created in time have power to 
stir him, for that he has power and 
abiding in the strength of God, 
a,g.ainst which all things are weak 
and unavailing. 

" In the second place, the Lord 
reveals Him.self in the soul with an 
infinite Wisdom, which He Him: 
s.elf is. 

'' In this Wisdom the Father per
ceives Himself, with all His Fatherly 
.sovereignty; and that same \Vord, 
which is also Wisdom, and all that 
it comprehends is all the same, sole 
unity. When this Wisdom is united 
with the soul, all doubt and error 
and darkness utterly vanish away, 
and she is transported into a pure 
licrht, which is God Himself. As 
the prophet says, 'Lord, in Thy 
light shall we see light.' That ii!! to 
say: 'Lord, in Thy: light" shall we 

perceive the light in the soul.' 
Then is God perceived in the soul 
by means of God. Then does she, 
by means of this "Wisdom, perceive 
herself and all things, and perceiveth 
this Wisdom itself and through it 
she perceiveth the Father's Majesty 
and His essential self-existence in 
simple oneness, without distinction. 

"In the third place, Christ re
veals Himself also with an infinite 
love, sweetness, and richness flow
ing forth from the power of the Holy 
Ghost, overflowing and streaming 
in a very flood ofrichness and sweet
ness into the heart that is waiting 
to receive it; and with this sweet
ness He not only reveals Himself 
to the soul, but unites Himself with 
her. Thr.ough this sweetness the 
soul in its essence, by grace, flows 
out with power above all creatures, 
back into her first origin and fount. 
Then is the outward man obedient 
unto the inward man,even unto death, 
and liveth in constant peace in the 
service of God continually. That 
the Lord may thus come into our 
souls also, overthrowing and casting 
out all hindrances, bodily or spi
ritual, that we may become one 
here on earth, and hereafter in the 
kingdom of heavien. May He help 
us evermore. Amen." 

ON TIIE ASCENSION FOR US. 

"Now let us meditate how 
Christ has gone before us into 
the glory of His hea,venly Father. 
Therefore, if we desire to follow 
Him, we must mark the way which 
He has shown us, and trodden for 
three-and-thirty years, in misery,. 
in poverty, in shame, and in. bitter
ness, even unto death. So likewise, 
.to this. day, must we follo1~ in the 
same path, if we would farn enter 
with Him into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. For, though all our mas
ters. are dead and all our books · 
burned. yet we should ever find 
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instmetion enough in His holy life. 
For He Himself is the Way, the 
Truth, and the-Life, and by no other 
way can we truly and undeviating1y 
advance towards the same consum
mation than in that in which He 
hath walked as: our exemplar, while 
He was yet upon earth. . 

"Now, as the loadstone draws the 
iron after itself, so doth Christ draw 
all hearts after Himself which have 
once been touched by Him; and, as 
when the iron is impregnated with 
the energy of the loadstone that has 
touched it, it follows the stone up
hill, although that is contrary to its 
nature, and cannot rest in its own 
proper. place, 'but strives to r·ise 
above itself on high; so all the 
souls which ha.ve been touched by 
this Loadstone, Christ, can neither 
be chained down by joy, nor grief, 
but are ever rising up to God out of 
themselves. They forget their own 
nature, and follow after the touch of 
God, and follow it the more easily 
and direetly, the more noble is their 
nature than that of other men, and 
the more they are touched by God's 
finger. · _ 

"Now, let each one mark for him
self whether liis soul has been 
touched· by God pr not. Those 
who haYe not been ·touched by God 
often begin many excellent under
takings from which we might expect 
great things would come to pass; 
but if we watch them for a time, 
helrold it all comes to nothing. for 
they soon fall back again, and tliey 
plunge once more into all their old 
customs, and give themselves up to 
their natural inclinations. They do 
just as the untrained dogs in the 
chase, which ha.Ye no perception of 
the noble quarry, but run with all 
speed after the good dogs of nobler 
breed. And, verily, if they kept on 
running, th:ey would bring down the 
st11:g, But, n-0; in the space of some 
short. hour or so, they look about 

them, and lose sight of their com
panions, or they stand still, with 
their noses in the earth, and let the 
others get ahead of them, and so 
they are left behind. But the dogs 
of noble breed who have come upon 
the scent of this noble quarry, 
eagerly pursue after it. throu6h fire 
aud w1tt_er, through brake and bush, 
till they have. brought down their 
game. Sodothosenoble-mindedmen 
who have caught a glimpse of the 
Highest G00d ; they never slacken 
step till they haYe come up with it, 
Now, the other sort of men remain 
at the same point, and make no pro• 
gress in their whole life; but all 
sueh as stand still while they are 
in this state, and make no pro
gress, before death, must stand still 
for ever hereafter; so long oo,God is 
eternal. 

" Children, if our souls have· not 
been touched by God's finger, we 
have no right to lay the cause of it 
to the charge of the Eternal God, as 
men often do when they say, figura 
tively, 'God does not touch me, nor 
move me; as He does such and such 
an one.' This assertion is false. 
God touches, impels and admon
ishes all men alike, and (so far as 
it rests with Him) will have all men 
to be saved; but His touch, His 
admonitions, and His gifts, find a 
different reception and response in 
different men. With many, when 
God comes to them with His touch 
and His gracious gifts, He finds the 
chambers of their soul occupied and 
defiled by other guests. So then He 
must needs go His way, and cannot 
come in to us, for we are loving and 
serving some one else. Therefore 
His gifts, which He offers without 
ceasing to every man, remain un
accepted. This is the cause of our 
eternal loss; the guilt is ours1 and 
not G-od's. 

'' How much useless trouble do we 
create for ourselves, insomuch·that 
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we neither perceive our own condi
tion nor God's presence, and thereby 
do ourselves an unspeakable and 
eternal mischief! 

" Against this there is no better or 
surer remedy than an instant reso
lute turning away of the thought, 
and hearty, fervent, continual 
prayers, Hereby we may obtain 
this steadfastness, together with a 
firm and entire and loving trust in 
the unfathomable mercy of God, in 
which lies all our salvation, and 
likewise a diligent and faithful 
watchfulness, to keep our goings 
ever in accordance with the will of 
God ; that all we do, or abstain 
from, and all our affections, spiritual 
and natural, may remain at all times 
agreeable to the will of God." 

Tauler's end is thus given:
" After twenty weeks of pain, he 
sent for his mysterious friend and 
begged him to visit him once more, 
for he perceived that his end was 
nigh. The man was obedient, and 
came to the master, who received 
him full lovingly ; and the man was 
glad that he found him yet alive, 
and said, 'Dear master, how fares 
it with thee?' Then said the master, 
' Dear son, I believe the time is near 
when God is minded to take me 
from this world ; therefore, dear son, 
it is a great comfort to me that thou 
ahouldst be here at my departure.' 
On this, Tauler gave him some 
papers in which he had written 
down the discourse which they had 
had together twenty years before, 
and begged Nicholas to make a 
little book of it, which the latter 
promised him to do. But Tauler 
earnestly enjoined him to conceal 
both their names, '.!!'or,' he says, 
' thou •must surelv know that the 
life, and words, ind works which 
God hath wrought through me, a 
poor, unworthy sinner, are not mine, 
but wrought by the power of the 
Almighty God, to whom they etcr. 

nally belong. Therefore, dear son, 
if thou art minded to write them for 
the benefit of our fellow-Christians, 
do it in such a manner that neither 
my name nor thine be mentioned 
therein. Thou mayst say, ' The 
master and the man.' Neither shalt 
thou let anyone in this city see the 
book, else people will mark that it 
was I ; but take it with thee into 
thine own country, so that it do not 
come out during my life.' For yet 
eleven days, it is said, they held 
much discourse together ; and then, 
under circumstanoes of extraordi
nary sufferings, the faithful servant 
yielded up his spirit to God on the 
16th of June, 1361." 

He was buried in his own con
vent. The stone which formerly 
covered his grave h11,s been recently 
set up by the Protestants in the 
church in which he warned and 
consoled his brethren more than 
five hundred years ago by word of 
mouth, as he teaches us who are 
now living by the written record of 
those words. 

THE BEAUTIFUL LIFE. 

.BY REV. JOHN BLOOMFIELD. 

"Enoch walked with God." 

IT is interesting to study the cha
racter of men who feared and served 
God in the ages that are past. In 
the sacred writings we have some 
noble and illustrious mea, and 
amonct them Enoch was one of the 
noble~t and most remarkable. His 
relimous life was devout, vigorous, 
progressive, and sublim?- ~e be
lieved in God with an mtelligent, 
growino-, trustful, and heroic faith. 
His faith in God brought him into 
subjection to the Divine will, en
nobled all his faculties, sanctified 
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his life to God. His life was 
elevated, consecrated, and inspired, 
through his faith in the person11l 
and ever living God. His religion 
was no dream of the imagination, 
no external ceremonial, no mere 
bodily exercise, but a living power, 
filling him with light, peace, and 
freedom. One of the deepest and 
quaintest thinkers of these modern 
days of ours says, " that in every 
sense a man's religion is the chief 
fact with regard to him a.man's or 
a nation of men." The words at 
the head of this paper are few in 
number, but they are great in mean
ing and suggestiveness. They are 
singularly terse, unique, and wonder
ful They bring before us one of 
the most beautiful ideals of a devout 
life which can be found in Holy 
Scripture. "Walking with God'' 
is not the life of a religious recluse, 
but it is rather expressive of a high 
degree of spirituality, practical 
earnestness, and sublime commu
nion with God. Richard Baxter 
once said, "To walk with God is a 
word so high, that I. should fear to 
incur the guilt of arrogance in using 
it if I had not found it in the sacred 
Scriptures.'' The words, "walking 
with God," seem to remind you of 
one of those grand old paintings 
which seems to speak to you and 
look on you whichever way you 
turn. What a wonderful thing it is 
that walking with God is possible. 
It argues that God's love is infinite 
in greatness, tenderness, and con
descension. " Walking with God " 
show1trepentance, faith, holyaspira
tion, subjection to the Divine will, 
and godly sympathy on the paJt 
of those who are so favoured. 
There is no " walking with God " 
without repentance of sin, for men 
cannot enjoy communion with the 
Infinite Unseen, and live in sin; 
repentance of sin is absolutely es
sential to the true religious life; the 

more one knows God, the more our 
hearts will abhor sin ; the more we 
love God, the bitterer our sorrow 
is for sin. It is sin which deadens 
our moral sensibilities. It is sin 
which separates us from God, and 
paralyses all our noblest energies. 
There is no '' walking with God'' 
without faith. The godly life is a life 
of faith in the most exalted sense. 
It is a life of trust in God. Faith 
in the personal and eternal God is 
an essential element in ·au true and 
saving religion. It is the root of all 
true godliness, and of all that is 
beautiful, elevated, and heroic in 
the religious life. Faith in God 
always induces the soul to obey and 
honour God; it "induces self-sacri
ficing devotion to the service of the 
God of Love, with all the fruits of 
righteousness. What a grand prin
ciple is faith in God. How it 
quickens, sanctifies, and ennobles 
life. It makes life spiritual, ea1-nest, 
laborious. and beautiful. It makes 
men bold as lions, and gentle as 
lambs. It draws aside the curtain 
from the invisible, and gives reality 
to the things of another world to our 
hearts. There is a grand unveiling 
power in an intelligent and strong 
faith. It apprehends things which 
are unseen to our bodily vision. It 
is the eye of the soul to receive 
spiritual and eternal realities. It is 
the hand of the soul which takes 
hold on God, and receives strength 
from Him. It is through faith we 
realise God's presence, love, and 
power. It is through faith we walk 
with God, and what glorious walking 
it is, as examples in the Word of the 
Lord prove. ..,,Ne walk in a vain 
show without this living jaith in 
God, instead of walking in a con
sciousness of the Divine presenee 
and love ; without this faith in the 
Lord God we are enslaved and agi
tated by fear, and faint-hearted 
amidst the storms, battles, and work 
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of life. 0 · f6r a strouger faith iu 
God, that we may more fully realise 
God's preseuce and strength in our 
struggles against sin and error, that 
our life may be one grand, con
tinuous victory over sin and every 
false way; that our life may be one 
of robust spirituality, and glorious 
consecration to . the Di.vine ser
vice; that our life may be foll of 
Christliness, and resplendent with 
,all graces of the Spirit of God; 
then should our happiness be in
creased, our usefulness a thousand
fold increased, and men should 
glorify God in us. "Walking with 
God," is living in conscious agree
ment with Him; it is living in a 
consciousnQSS of His presence, and 
in sweet communion with Him. 
What a blessed experience, to have 
an abiding consciousness of God's 

· px:.esence and 'love ; how it brings 
strength into the soul for all life's 
battles and work; how it brightens 
life with the purest joys; how it 
endears the Saviour's character, 
:work, and spirit; how it brings the 
soul into fellowship with the devout 
.1m.d the true of all ages and lands. 
Communion with God will endear 
:the godly to us of every name and 
Jl;:lct Sectarianism cannot exist in 
.tbe true communion of saints, for 
. communion with God will make us 
Iru;ge-hearted, jeyous, and mighty in 

MINISTERIAL TEACHERS 
WANT1m. 

IT has been well said that "an in
forming' ministry is the want of the 
times," and that therefore" the pulpit 
is not the place now-a-days for sanc
tified indolence r.nd stupidity.'' We 
want men who will inform ne what 

service. The man who lives in com
munion with Go.d, other thin!IS 
being equal, will be far the happie~'t, 
and i=easurably the most useful 
man in the cause of Divine religion, 
Let us seek to live in an abiding 
consciousness of the Divine pre
sence; let us seek to live as con
stantly under the Divine eye; let us 
seek to live in subjection to the 
Divine will, and in all to seek God's 
glory; then shall our lives he full of 
moral beauty, spiritual.power, and 
unearthly blessedness; then .shall 
our religion be of a higher type, 
our power for usefulness shall be 
mightily enh.rged, and our souls 
shall abound with new joys, even in 
joys with · God for ever. Fellow 
Christians, let us seek .a higher 
Christia.n life, a mor.e intimate com
munion with God, a fuller consecra
tion of our powers, substance, and 
time to· God's service, and so shall 
come to us a Christian comumnity, 
a revival of religion which shall 
flood our souls ivith a new baptism 
of the Spirit, and increase our num
bers with a multitude of souls who 
shall be saved in the Lord with an 
everlasting salvation. 'Truth shall 
triumph on every hand, and the 
moral wilderness shall become the 
garden of the Lord. God hasten it 
in his time. Amen, and Amen . 

Gloucester. 

God has said, what the Gospel really 
is, aud· what God calls upon us to 
believe and to perform; and no man 
who enters the pulpit under the in
fluence of "sanctified indolence antl 
stupidity " will do that. We must 
"study to show ourselv.es workmen 
that needeth not to be ashamed, 
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rightly dividing the word of truth;" 
-H.W. 

BAXTER'S MOTTO. 
BAXTEE's motto used to be-" Lord 
when Thou wilt, whue Thou wilt' 
an<l as Thou wilt; " and ,;,hen l\lr'. 
Fox, a good minister of Chri~t, was 
dyin_g, he had these words con
stantly on his lips. So may it be 
with us; then, living and dying our 
will and God's will shall be one. 

VALUE OF A FAITHFUL 
REPROVER. 

REAL service is done to the com
munity by the exposure and de
nunciation of offenc_es against the 
moral laws. A faithful reprover 
is the benefactor of his times.- W. 
Brock. 

THANKFUL BUT NOT PROUD. 
A CERTAIN lady in Scotland had two 
fine sons. Some one said to her, 
•· Mad1>m, you have two of the 
finest sons in Scotland to be proud 
of." -Said she, '· I have nothin«, 
ma'am, to be proud of, but muc°h 
to be thankful for." So let us 
thank God for what we have, but 
not be proud over it. 

THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

BY SCRUTATOR, 

CHAPTER VII.-Pas:toral Visitation. 
Mn. ERNEST was a firm believer in 
pastoral visitation. For instruction 
in this important branch of minis
terial duty, he was at the outset of 
his pastoral career indebted to the 
eounsel of a venerable and honoured 
relative of Mrs. ·Ernest's, whose 

A NATION WITHOUTVANITY. 

IN the French translatfon of the 
Pilgrim's Progress (kept in stock by 
the Religious Tract Society) the 
well-known passage in the descrip
tion· of Vanity Fair, "Here is the 
Britain-row, the French-1·ow, the 
Jt,~lian-row, the Spanish-row, the 
(l-~rrn9n-row, where several sorts of 
vanities are to be sold,'' h~s been 
amended by the omission of the 
words "the French-row." Would 
it not have been better for the 
translator to have left the words 
'in, and told the French nation the 
truth? ,vhat nation in modern 
times has exhibited more vanity 
than the French? Has it not 
nearly been sacrificed through its 
love of vain glory ? Its love ef 
war, and power, and pomp, and 
finery and pleasure has beeome 
a proverb, and is fast eating out 
its national life. To hide this fact 
is to delude the nation and -not to 
sav,e it. Nations need to be told 
of their vices, in order that they 
may be saved from ruin, as well as 
individuals. This translator has 
dealt treacherously in not bearing 
this in mind. 

success as a pastor during the 
greater part of a long life, had won 
for him the enviable distinction of 
being '' the brother whose praise 
was in the Gospel throughout all 
the churches." From this experi
enced minister, shortly after his ac
ceptance of the pastorate in Grum
bletown, he received the following 
adviee :-

., Now, l\Ir. Ernest, as you wish 
me to do so, I will give you a little 
counsel about your pall'tOTal work. 
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You are, as you say, young and in-
, experienced, and for that reason I 
know you will feel grateful for any 
hints that may be given to you by 
one whose hoary locks proclaim that 
he has ' borne the burden and heat 
of the day.' As you value your own 
usefulness, and the welfare of the 
Church and congregation, visit the 
people, Do not for a moment con
ceive that you fulfil your duty as a 
pastor by getting up and preaching 
elaborate, highly-wrought, finished 
sermons. Get up your best, and 
preach your best, and aim with the 
Divine blessing to make every ser
mon, whether preached to few or 
many, worthy of your high voca
tion. But do not stop there. Never 
suppose that a flock can be kept in 
good condition without being well 
looked after. An unvisited flock 
will be sure to be an unhealthy flock. 
From the thirty-fourth chapter of 
Ezekiel you may learn a very 
solemn and useflll lesson. There 
you will find the negligent shepherds 
strongly censured, not only for not 
feeding the flock, but for ' not 
strengthening the diseased, healing 
the sick, binding up that which was 
broken, bringing again that which 
was driven away, seeking that which 
was lost, and searching after wan
derers scattered on the mountains 
and high hills.' Never come under 
that censure. But if you do not 
visit the flock, you must expect to 
fall under it. You can know but 
little of the opinions, feelings, trials, 
difficulties, temptations, sorrows, suf
ferings, and wanderings of the people, 
111:1Iess you come in contact personally 
wit~ them, and hear from their lips 
th~~ own statements. It is, in my 
opllllon, as much your duty to visit 
the homes of the people, to talk to 
them about Jesus, and help them to 
get to Him, as it is to preach Christ 
to them from the pulpit. A minister 
who confinE)S his ministrations al-

most exclusively to the pulpit, is not 
likely to have any real knowledge 
either of what his people are or of 
what they are doing. The young 
need much looking after, to be pre
served from the snares of youth ; 
the middle-aged to receive help and 
encouragement amid th.eir growing 
cares ; and the aged to convey to 
them consolation, as the outward 
man visibly decays and the spirit 
draws nearer its eternal .home. 
Enquirers-and I trust you will 
have many of them-want guidance: 
the sceptical need your presence to 
resolve their anxious doubts: the 
wavering want grounding in the 
faith : the offending and the offended 
require to be reconciled: persons 
plunged in difficulty need at times 
' the word in season ' to extricate 
them out of it: the backsliding need 
restoration : the sick, the dying, 
and the bereaved call for much 
spiritual aid and sympathetic prayer: 
and the thoughtless, the worldly, 
and sinners of every grade require 
personally the word of faithful 
warning and exhortation that you 
may be 'pare from their blood,' I 
do not hesitate to sav that not a few 
Churches have de~llned or gone to 
ruin for want of thus being looked 
after. You will find that John 
,vesley, in his journals, lays great 
stress, again and again, on the 
importance of household visitation. 
His testimony, you will admit, is 
worth considering. On one occasion 
he found that a certain society had 
decreased since a successful preacher 
had left the circuit. It was proved 
on examination that he had been 
succeeded by preachers fully as good 
as himself, and yet the society had 
declined ! And why was it? It 
was discovered that household visi
tation had been neglected. The 
minister who had left had done a 
great deal of it, and the ministers 
who had succeeded him had don& 
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next to nothing. This leads the 
venerable founder of Methodism to 
affirm that ' preaching was not suf
ficient,' and that ' more must be 
done to B!sist the people under their 
care.' And what is his remedy? 
' We must,' he says, ' instruct 
them from house to house: till this 
i.s done, and that in, good earnest, 
the Methodists will be little better 
than other people. Forwhat avails 
public preaching alone, though we 
preach like angels ? ' If any man 
had a right to speak on this point, 
I think John Wesley had, and I am 
sure, though a Baptist, you will re
spect such an excellent authority. 
But John Wesley is not alone: I 
might cite other testimonies to the 
same effect, from the representatives 
of other evangelical denominations, 
if they were deemed needful. There 
is a good old proverb, which says 
that ' a house-going pars'9n makes a 
church-going people,' and if you 
want to prove whether it is correct 
my counsel to you is, ' try it.' I can 
only say that I have found it true, 
and so have thousands more. When 
a minister preaches on the Sunday 
in the pulpit, some are prone to look 
upon him as a mere professional, 
and to treat his sermons lightly, on 
the plea that he is ' paid for preach
ing them :' but let him of his own 
free-will visit them in their homes, 
and show that, apart from the ques
tion of payment, he takes an interest 
in their temporal and spiritual wel
fare, it will not be long before he 
will, as a rule, gain their confidence 
and esteem. Disinterested visits 
find their way to the people's hearts: 
and are often found to influence 
their lives. The great Apostle of 
the Gentiles could call upon the 
elders of the Church of Ephesus to 
take record that from them ' he kept 
back nothing that was profitable ; 
but showed them and taught them 
publicly, and from house to house.' 

Copy his judicious example. Make 
it your primary business as a pastor 
to preach and visit, and never allow 
any secondary thing to interfere 
habitually with this your life work. 
In this way you will prove your
self to be a true 'successor of the 
apostles,' and you may expect that 
in some humble measure, under 
favourable conditions, your pastoral 
labours will bear apostolic fruit.'' 

Convinced of the utility of this 
sage counsel, Mr. Ernest deter
mined to put it into practice. 
Having copied in his visiting book 
a list of the members of the Church 
and congregation, with their places 
of residence, he divided them into 
so many districts, and visited each 
district in turn. His visits-made 
mostly in the afternoon and evening 
-were generally short, rarely ex
ceeding, except in special cases, 
fifteen or twenty minutes to each 
household. After making various 
kind inquiries relative to the well
being of the inmates, old and young, 
his usual habit was to spend the 
remainder of the time in profitable 
conversation, and whenever he 
deemed the opportunity favourable 
to offer a few words of parting 
prayer, Inviting the confidence of 
any of the household to make known 
their cases, difficulties, and require
ments, he listened patiently to all 
that they had to say, but declined 
candidly, yet respectfully, to in
dnlcre in gossip or slander. From 
the 

0
:first h~ made it publicly known 

that it was not his intention to call 
on the friends for the mere sake of 
calling, or of paying ceremonial 
visits. While striving to visit all 
in turn, he held it to be his para
mount duty to visit ihe sick and 
dying at all times : and to prevent 
neglect he kept by him a complete 
list of the various sufferers he was 
solicited to attend. Having stated 
periods for his general visits, he 
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would not permit such season to be 
encroached upon by other labours 
any more than he could possibly help. 
Generally carrying in his pocket 
a small packet of tracts and leaf
lets, he took special care to leave one 
of these Gospel messengers behind 
him in most of the houses he visited, 
to be perused at leisure ; and not 
unfreg_uently made one of them serve 
as an appropriate introduction into 
the houses of the ungodly. It was 
not customary for him to attempt to 
visit more houses in a given time 
than he could man.age to visit profit
ably, believing it to be better to 
work few houses well than many 
hurriedly, Consciou~ that a lean 
soul would make but a barren visitor, 
it was his constant habit before 
starting on one of these periodical 
rounds, to see that hi~ own soul was 
in a right state, and to ask the Lord 
not only to go with him, but so to 
imbue him with the Spirit's love, 
wisdom, and grace, that he might 
be able, out of the fulness of the 
heart, to speak the right word at the 
right time, both to saintsandsinners. 
Believing in Ed ward Irving' s famous 
maxim, '' Be thou the pastor al
ways, less than the pastor never," 
he sought to enter every house as 
the -ambassador of Christ; and to 
come out with the testimony of a 
good conscience that he had not said 
or done anything that would lead 
the inmates justifiably to suppose 
that for the time being he had lost 
that illustrious character. 

Such was Mr. Ernest as a visitor, 
and though he sometimes failed 
from various causes ; to dojustice to 
the people at Grumbletown it must 
be admitted that most of the mem
bers of the Church expressed their 
satisfaction with their pastor's at
tempts in this way to minister to 
their welfare. But some few-to 
say the least of them-were far from 
being content, No matter how hard 

their minister worked, he was al
most certain, on crosaing their 
threshold, to be welcomed b-y the 
exclamation, " Well, you are a 
stranger : really we thought you 
were never going to visit us again!'' 
Charitably supposing that he had 
taken up so much time with the rich 
that he had little or none left to 
visit the poor, this was insidiously 
thrown out to him as the probable 
cause of his presumably long ag
sence, \,Vith an unenviable taste for 
the gossip and slander that "tar
nishes whatever it touches," and 
" blackens what it cannot consume,'' 
it was to them a source of constant 
complaint that their minister de• 
clined to pander to it. 'l'o rake up 
old sores, talk about memb€rs' fail• 
ings (supposed or real), ask ques
tions publicly in relation to topics 
that were best buried, and tell with 
seeming gusto what had been said 
to the detriment first of this one and 
then of the other, was to them an 
unfailing source of delight. It was 
not at all an uncommon thing fo:r 
them get up prfrate tea parties for 
the specific purpose of indulging in 
this theirfavourite occupation : tak
ing special care, however, that non·e 
were invited save the members of 
their own little clique, or those 
that might be safely tru-s!ed ! To 
hear them criticise the minister, 
censure the deacons, set up one 
member and pull down another; 
complain of things done and undone, 
and express their conviction that 
" everything was going to ra<::k and 
ruin," might have made a new 
visitor sad, had he not observed 
that all was said with such a relish 
as made it quite evident that those 
present felt such talk to be to them 
" a season of refreshing.'' Here 
plots were laid for futurn action, the 
seed sown usually developing itself 
une-xpectedly and most disastrously 
in an abundant huvestf both at the 
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Church and Teachers' meetings. A 
series of interesting experiments 
b;i.ving shown the members of this 
industrious party that when all 
other methods failed to produce the 
designed effects, this ingenious 
method of promoting discord was 
almost certain to succeed, it was 
from time to time adopted as occa
sion demanded ; and thus it came to 
pass that the youthful pastor had not . . 

been twelve months in Grumble
town before he found out that one 
of the most painful tasks which, as 
a minister, he had to perform, was 
to be compelled ex officio to visit 
these worldly professors in their 
homes, and try, by words of kindness 
and remonstrance, to teach them for 
their own sakes, as well as for 
the sake of others, to do better. 

(To be continued.) 

Jtlritms. 
'I'M, New Testament~ &c~ &c., withla.rge 

comprehensive Map, also Notes and 
References, critical and explanatory, 
suggesting emendations (plac.ed 
within brackets) of many words and 
phrases in the Authorised Transla
tion, and an Exte::i.ded Appendix. 
By Philip Dixon Hardy, :M.R.F.A. 
London: Elliot Stock. 1874. 

WE have abbreviated the very elaborate 
title of this revised New Testament of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
which we have examined with con
siderable care, and which we introduce 
to our readers with unfeigned satis
faction; It i~· an admirable volume, 
well printod and strongly bound, so 
as to be well adapted for giving efficient 
he1p to Scripture readers, Sunday
school teachers, heads of families, as 
well as to the thousands of our village 
and lay preachers. The introductions 
to the various books of the sacred 
volume are y,ell written, the critical 
notes usually sound in thought and 
lucid in expression, and we hail the 
volume as one of real and intrinsic 
worth. Without b~ing captious, we 
would suggest to Mr. Hardy whether 
it were necessary to tell the reader, on 
Matt. iii. 6, that the word "baptize" in 
the original does not always signify 
immerse, mr.ei if he thinks; on recon
sideraticm, that Matt, :x:x. 22, 23, :Mark 
vii. ¼, and. Heb.. ix..10, do really esta-

blish that conclusion. The other refer
ence to. Mark xi. 38 is a mista.ke, as 
that chapter only contains thirty-three 
verses. We would advise the erasure 
of this note in future editions, and 
allow the readers to find out for them
selves where the word "baptize " does 
not involve the idea of immersion. This 
is a very small spot fo a noble book, 
and even the glorious sun has far 
larger and many more on bis blazing 
disc. We shall recommend the work 
to our friends most heartily, and wish 
it may secure a very large and con
tinuous circulation. 

The Life and Labours of tn.e la:te Rev. 
James Maden, of Gambleside, Lanca
slti,-e. By James Maden. (Elliot 
Stock;) 

WE know this -excellent and devoted 
servant of Christ, and to know him 
was both to rovere and love him. His 
worthy sou has done well to give this 
brief memoir of about eighty pages to 
odify bi3 father's numerous friends and 
to profit the Christian Church in gene
ral. The volume is full of telling 
incidents, and shows what may be 
accomplished by a plain, unlettered 
country minister, whose heart and life, 
were consecrated to the o-lory of Christ -
and the saving of soult We hope it 
will be wiclel y circulated, as it aaungt 
fail to edify those. who perus,; it. 
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PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS. 

The Swo,·d and Trowel. An admirable 
number of good, rich and varied papors. 

The Biblical Museum. (Part 42.) 
Extending to Galatians iv. 26. We are 
glad to see this excellent work is re
eeiving the high commendation of 
American reviewers. 

1'he Hive and The Appeal. Worthy 
of tho good name they have secured. 

The Baptist of June 5th has an 
admirable article on Dr. Parker and 
Concurrent Endowment. We wish the 
nail had not only been driven home, 
but strongly clenched, that both the 
Corporation of the City of London and 
the worshippers in the Temple might 
have had their bauble medley ever 
before their oyes. 

Old Jonathan has a picture of a godly 
matron reading the Bible, worth at least 
six times the cost of the number, besides 
its usual store of good things. 

MY HOME. 

THBRE is lifo without annoy, 
Thero is peace and perfect joy, 
There is bliss without an end. 
Say-Shall I rneet you there, my friend? 

There all tears are wiped away, 
There no night succeeds te-day, 
Pleasure is there on every hand. 
Say-Are you journeying to that land? 

There they are, all crowned with light, 
Friends who now are losi to sight, 
Well and strong, and heavenly fair. 
Say, my friend-Shall we see you there? 

Pure and holy every one, 
Sin and sorrow there unknown, 
All has past, and every doubt. 
Say-Do you will to be left out? 

.r esus in His glory stands, 
A sceptre in Hie pierced hnds ; 

The Gardeners' Magazine is as near 
perfection as anything is likely to ba 
in this mutable world of ours, Shirley 
Hibberd, the devoted editor, is one of 
the princely cedars among the trees of 
humanity. 

The Interprete,·. (Part 18.) Three 
moro numbers will complete this hand
some quarto volume of Scripture family 
worship. 

Windsor Glewer Anti-Ritualistic 
Tmcts. No. 1. Confession. F9.ui· 
octavo pages of. sound orthodox teach
ing on that anti-Scriph:"c:l Romish 
dogma. We believe it is written by 
Re,,. Mr. Bourne. 

The Baptist J.fa_qazine has soveral 
valuable papers, and its reviews aro 
always discriminating. 

Ragged School Uni'on 1lfagazine has 
a full account of their annual meeting. 

The Meti-opolitan Tabernade Golport
age Reportfoi· 1873, is deeply interest
ing, and should hB read by all the friends 
of that institution. 

Loving as ever is His heart. 
Say-Shall he say to you, "Depart? '' 

The joy will last eternally, 
When earthly things have ceased to be. 
Say, my friend-With us will you come 
And make in heaven your happy home? 

Southsea. J. H. C. 

LYRICS FOR THE HEART. 

No. IT. 

CHILD of sorrow, weak and sinking 
'Mid life's dark and troubled eea, 

Hear a voice como o'er the waters ; 
Lo ! it calletb, calleth thee ! 

Though the rising storm distract thoo, 
Hides earth's glories from thy view, 

See, the star of love mild beaming, 
Bids thee better hopes pursue, 
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O'er the waves now rising round thee, 
Tbrea·fning all ~by hopes to drown, 

Comes a form majestic moving, 
Mark His face! He wears a crown! 

Lo! the sea, all calm, obeys Him, 
Like a child it sinks to rest ; 

Lo I His hand outstretched would save 
thee; 

Seize it, sinner! reach His breast! 

O'er life's sea He'll calmly guide thee 
To the port of endless peace, 

In His bosom safely hide thee 
Till all storms and conflicts cease ; 

In His robe of love He'll fold thee, 
Crimsoneil by the blood He spilt ; 

Foarful heart, 0 rise, embrace Him ! 
Loose thy sorrow and thy guilt. 

W. POOLE BALFERN. 

itminatianal Jnttlli9tnct. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

MR. J aDj.0s Smith, of tho Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepted an 
invitation from the church meeting at 
Charles-street Chapel, Wool wich, to 
become their pastor. 

Mr. George D. Cox, of tho Metropoli
tan Tabernacle College, has accepted 
the pastorate of the church, Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire. 

Mr. W. Hetherington, of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted an invitation to 
become the pastor of the church at 
West Hi<rtlepool. 

Rev. John Clark, late of Eye, Suffolk, 
has accepted the pastorate of the church 
at Bridgetown,Annapolis, Nova Scotia. 

Rev. H. Bradford, who has left New 
Mill, Tring, having accepted the pas
torate of the church at Diss, Norfolk, 
was presented, at a farewell meeting, 
with a testimonial from his Bible-class, 
and a purse CQntaining over £21, as a 
token of his peeple'a esteem at the 
close of nearly six years' successful 
labours. 

ReT. J. E. Brett, of Dorchesoor, hae 
accepted the pastorate of the church at 
Eastcome, Gloucestershire. 

Mr. R. Jeffrey, of the Pastora' Col
lege, has accepted the pastorate of the 
church at Southport. 

Rev. S. Smith has become the pastor 
of Thornhill Hall Church, Barnsbury. 

Rev. J. D. Rodwa.y, of Burton-on-

Trent, has accepted a unanimous invi
tation to the pastorate of Cavendish
street Chapel, Ramsgate. 

Rev. Walter J. :Mayers, of Battersea
park Chapel, has accepted an invitation 
to the pastorate of City-road Chapel, 
Bristol, and will enter on his new sphere 
of work in August next. 

Rev. Henry D. Brown, bf Barrow-in. 
Furness, has accepted the call to the 
pastorate of Brookside Church, Dar
lington. 

Rev. Thomas Wheatley, of Weston. 
super.Mare, commenced his stated 
ministry at the Chapel, Faringdon, on 
Sunday, May 31st. 

Rev. J. Hunt Cooke has resigned the 
pastorate of the Baptist church at St. 
Paul's.squ,irc Chapel, o-ver which he 
has presided for more than fifteen years. 
He is leaving Southsea with tho love 
and esteem of all who know him. 

Rev. Stewart Gray has resigned the 
pastorate of the Baptist church, Bond
street, Birmingham, being about to pro
ceed at an earlv date to America, 

Rev. G. -B. Dale Thomas has resigned 
the pastorate of the South Parade 
Baptist Chapel, Tenby. 

Mr. H. Charlton, of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted an invitation to 
become the pastor of tho church, Crown• 
lane, Maldon. 

Rev. G. T. Ennals, ha-ving been com
pelled to resign the pastora.te of the 
church at West Hartlepool through: 
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aftlfotion, has ace-epted the invitatiroi of 
tho church at Great Shelford, Cambs. 

The Baptish church in this town has 
given an unanimous invitation to the 
Rev. R. Thomas, Holyhead, Anglesea, 
to become its pastor. 

Rev. Anson .J. Towell has removed 
from Souih Hackney, and is at present 
residing at 63, St .. John's .Wood-terrace, 
N.W. 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 

:MEOPHAM, K1rnr.-The forty-sixth 
anniversary will be hehl July 14th. 
Mr. W. Alderson will (D.V.) prnach in 
the morning and afternoon, and Mr. C. 
l\fasterson in the ovenin8'. Services at 
eleven, half-pasL two and six. Dinner 
and tea as usual. 

'.',EW CHAPELS. 

TnE English Baptists of Cefn :Mawr, 
Ruabon, Wales, have opened their new 
chapel. Sornions were delivered by 

. Rev. A. T. Pany, and the Rev. J. 
Pritchard, D.D., Rev. A. T. Panypreach
ing in Welsh, The building is a hand
some structure of the Gothic style, with 
a Slllall tower, and is the d~sign of 
members of tbe church, who supplied 
drawings, &c., gratuitously, and also 
constructed the building at prime cost. 
The building, with adjoining propertv, 
church furniture, &c., has cost £850, to
wards which £369 Ws. has been re
ceived. 

A NEW schoolroom, which is also in
,iell.ded to be used as a preaching-room, 
has bee.n erected at Pendleton, at a cost 
of £~,000. Itis in tho early Gothic style, 
and m_ the centre of the gable is a largo 
:ose wm?ow of stained glass. The open
mg serv1c.es >vore conducted by Rev. S. 
Davis, and Rev. F. Trotman, tho pastor 
of the chureb. In the afternoon there 
wa.s a 1mited communion service at 
which several ministers of other u~no
mina:tions were pre~ent. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

THE Rev. CJ. Kirtland was recognised 
3,11 pastor of Battersea Chapel on Tucs
ib.y evening, ·Juno 2. A numerous 
oompany assembled in the boys' school, 

York-road, where they partook <lf tea; 
and after.wards a .public m<ieting was 
held m the chapel under 1;be ,pr.isidency 
of Joseph Tritton, Esq. Rev. ChB;tles 
Stovel was one of the spe.akers. Bat
tersea Chapel is one of the classic meet
ing-houses of tho metropolis, having 
been the scene of tlw pastoral labours 
of Joseph-Hughes, the friend of John 
Foster, and the founder of the nib!~ 
Society. 

Rev. J. Jarvis was recognised on the 
1 st of June, as pastor of the chapel a1 
Alfre,1-placc, Old Kent-road. Rov. A. 
Ferguson gave the charge to the pas
tor, Rey. W. K. Rowe the charge to the 
d:rnrch, and Rev. W. Alderson delivered 
the closing address. 

The ordination and recognition ser
vices iu connection with ths settlement 
at King's-heath, Birmingham, of :Mr. 
Robert Gray, of Rawdon College, wera 
held on Tuesday afternoon a~d evening, 
Juno 2nd. In the afternoon, after de
votional e:,ccrcis.es by th01 Rev. ".r. 
Anthony, ::iir. W. J. Reeve made n 
statement on behalf .of the church, and 
was followed by Mr. Gray, who. gav.e 
his reasons for accepting the pastorate, 
and intimated tho course he intended 
to take. The ordination prayer was 
offered by the Rev. B. Bird. A ch;i.rg:e 
was then given to the church by Rev. 
H. Platten. After taa a meeting was 
held, Rev. J. J. Brown presiding. Con
gr.atLilatory addresses were given by 
the Revs. T. Anthony, L. H. Parsons, 
W. J. Henderson,H, Platten, J. Huhne, 
G . .Tannan, J. R. Russell and E. B.. 
Brnom. The attendance at both tho 
services was of a very encouraging 
character. 

LONDON: BROMPTON.-On Tuesday 
evening, June 9, a meeting was held at 
Onslow Chapel, recognisiug Rev. T. H. 
Ilolyoak as pastor of the church. Tea 
was provided in the schoolroom by the 
ladies, and the subsequent meeting in 
the chapel was presided over by the Rev. 
John Bigwood, who was the first mmis
ter of the cliurcb. Mr. Watkins, one of 
the deacons, read a short acco.unt of the 
history of the church, and then Rev. T. 
H. Holyoak spoke, remarking, amOJ:1gst 
other t11ings, that he had been .the 
minister of a Christian Church for 
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iwout eight or nine· years at N orthan:tp
tQn. Rev. C. Bailhache, said he was 
vef"f pleased to welcome Mr. Holyoak. 
The Revs. J. T. Brown, C. Winter, 
Frank White, with W. P. Cope, and 
Arthur Mursell aiso gave Mr. Holyoak 
a hearty welcome. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

AsIIFORD, KENT,-Rev. Wm. Clark 
having resigned the pastorate of the 
church to take the oversight of the 
church, New Perth, Tasmania, has been 
presented by his late hearers with a 
handsome gold watch and other' articl€s 
as a token of esteem. 

LAKE ROA,O CH.U'EL, LANDPORT, 
PoB'.l'SllfOUTff.-A tea meeting was held 
on,.Wednesday evening,Juno 10th, fol
fo11Ved by a public meeting, at which 
the. pastor, 'I'. W. Medhirrst, in the name 
of the eh1,1rch a.nd C(lngreg ation, pre
•entod to Mr. J amos Furner an esteemed 
deacon of tho, ch=eh · for more. than 
fifteen years,. an elegant eleotro-plated 
tea and: coffee serv:ico,. toast rack and 
tray. The teapot bore the following: in
seription: "Presented to Mr. James 
Fn:rnar, aa a small ack.nowledgment of 
his. long and faithful serviees as Deaeon 
and.Secreta.ry of the Baptist Church, as
sembling at. Lake-:read Chap-al, Land
port, .. Portsmouth. • The Lord bless 
thee.' T. W. Medhurst,. Pastor. June 
10th, 1874.'' 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

TIIE quarterly meeting of the.London 
Bitptist Association was-· hehl on Tues
day;. Jnne 9, in Centl'e-hm Olilapel, 
Norwood (Rev-. S; Tippl.e's). At too 
afrenioon sitting ifJ was re-ported that a 
Bite- for the· Association's chapel for· the 
prell~t yea-r- had been gi'ven by the 
Re-,r. El. J; Farley, in the• rapidly in
CTeasing district of Leyton, where it is 
proposed tn erect a chapel at a co&t of a 
little, ova £2,000. fo. the· evemng a 
oonmm ·was· prea,cheil · by the Rev•. T. 
W. Handford; of Bloomsbury Chapel. 

T~ spring meeting of the• Baptls:t 
A-'!!!!oeiatioII!l ,for ·Bristol and WlliE and. 
Eawt Somerset were held in . From& .. 
There Wa:I!' a- most saggesti.ve discus-

sion on. the question whether· m-a. 
terial additions to the membership 
.oi the western churches, especially in 
rural districts, could be expected under 
existing cireumstanws. It was thought 
notbytha Rev. W. H.J. Page,of Co!no, 
who said that many of the churches 
existed in the mirlst ·of declining popu
latidns, and, were continua.Uy being 
weakened by the loss of the J1wsi 
vigorous and useful members. "One 
convert in a village church," said Mr. 
Page, "might be as great a proof of 
Di-vine favom· as :i, hundred in :i, city 
church." Mr. E. S. Robhrson, of Bristol, 
has promised £100 to the home mission 
work if its income be raised to £400 
per year. 

THE church, Wantage, of which Rev. 
S. A. Swaine is- pastor, have just re
opened their crua.pcl a>ter the erection of 
a gallery. The example of Mr. William 
Gibbs, wh'o gave the gallery, has been 
generously imitated by :Mr. Tho~ 
Ljddiaro, who haB preaented a, fine. 
American organ to the· church,. am 
some unknown friend, who. hail given &. 

clock. The reopening:, together with 
the anniversary of the Sunday-school, 
was celebrated ott Sunday last, Whecl:l; 
sermons· were preached, by the Re,ri S. 
Lepine-, of Abingdon~ Collcctions,were 
made in behalf of the s«hool. 

THE Shropshire A&sociation held thsir 
annual meetings at Shr0Wsbury, on tki& 
2nd of June. A pra.yer meeting_ was: 
held in the morning at Claremont--streret 
Ch<tpel, at w-hich an address to< the: 
yo=g was delivered by Mr. Smith, of 
.Macieley. The ministers and delega'Wlf 
afterwll.t'ds asselll bled at the Wyie -Cop 
Cht.pel, when. an address was deli.,-erad 
by Mr: Shindler. The chnr-ches· re~ 
ported, an. inorease of sixty< commani-
cants. A public meeting waif held at. 
Claremont-street Chapel in the·e-vening, 
pra!lided over by Mr. Bayley. Prayer 
w-as. offered by l\ir. Han, and addresseff 
were delivered by Mr. Vasey, Mr. 
Evans; Mr. Satchwell, and Mr. WilkeB'. 
The deBire was e,q:.-essed that tha n:ext
a:nnual meeting be held at Whitchnreh~ 

TRI annual meetimgs of the Bui,lmc 
; ksso~iation wern held at the Lowa" 

Cb.apel, Chesham, on the 201,li. of M,.,y; 
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In the morning the sermon was preached 
by Rev. F. I. Benskin. In the after
noon the business meeting took place, 
when resolutions condemnatory of the 
Licensing Bill, and in favour of the 
Liberation Society,and the action taken 
by Messrs. Dixon, M.P., and Richard, 
M.P., in respect to edncation, were 
unanimously passed. Rev. W. B. Hob
ling was re-elected as secretary, and 
Mr. E. Little as treasurer. A public 
meeting, presided over by the Rev. W. 
Payne, was held in the evening, and 
addresses delivered by Revs. H. Brad
ford, S. B. Rees, and W. B. Bohling. A 
united communion service, at which the 
Rev. T. Henson, the Moderator, pre
sided, terminated the day's engago
ments. -

THE OLD WELSH BAPTIST AssocIA
'l'ION.-This Association, including the 
counties of Montgomery and Radnor, 
held its annual meetings this year at 
Staylittle, Montgomeryshire, on June 3 
and 4. Conferences were held the first 
day at eleven o'clock a.m., and at two 
o'clock p.m., which were opened with 
prayer by Revs. J. Nicholas, and J. 
.Tones, Rock. Rev. R. E. Williams, tho 
minister of the place, presided, and 
Imveral resolutions were passed, amongst 
which were the following:-" That the 
letter written by tho Rev. R. E. Wil
liams be printed, and sent to the 
churches of the Association." "That 
'!he.fi_rst Sunday in August be set apart 
fon1pecial prayer to God, for the out
pouring of the Holy Spirit upon our 
churches, for the revival of Christians, 
and the conversion of sinners," "That 
Rev. E. T. Davios, Dolau, visit the 
churches, to collect towards the Bible 
Translation Society." " That the next 
Association be held at Moriah, Radnor
shire, on tho first Wednesday and 
Thursday in June, 1875." "That the 
three colleges of Pontypool, Haverford
west, and Llangollen, be allowed to 
collect through the churches as usual.'' 
" That this conference recommends the 
chapel case of Staylittle to the sym
pathy and liberality of the churches 
and Christians generally." As is th~ 
custom in Wales on such occasions,. 
there were many sermons delivered in 
Welsh in the school-house, and in the 

open air, and in English in the Metho
dist Chapel. 

MIDHURST.-The forty-first anni-rer
sary services of the Chapel, Midhurst, 
were held on Wednesday, May 27th. 
T. W. Medhurst, of Landport, preached 
in the afternoon, after which a tea 
meeting was held, followed by a public 
meeting, presided over by G. Warren, 
Esq., of Bramshott. T. W. Medhurst 
and several local ministers and friends 
gave addresses. 

WILLINGHAM.-On Tuesday, May 27, 
some thousands of pors0ns congregated 
at Willingham, in Cambridgeshire, to 
witness the laying of a memorial stone 
of the New Baptist Chapel, a work 
which has been started by the Chnrch 
under tho caro of Rev. W. Jackson, 
brother-in-law of Mr. Spurgeon. The 
new building will seat 600, and will be 
a handsome structure, in mo,J,erate 
Gothic style, designed by Mr. R. H. 
Roberts, of Liverpool, to be erected at 
a total cost of £3,000. The stone was 
laid. by Mr. Bateman Brown, Mayor of 
Huntingdon. Mr. Thomas Coote, of St. 
Ives, also spoke. He afterwards pre
sided at a public dinner, when speeches 
were made by Messrs. Henry Goodman, 
and the Rev. Dr. Robertson. Nearly a 
thousand persons had tea. In the after
noon and evening, Rev. C. H. Spurgeon 
preached earnest open-air sermons to 
congregations of nearly five thousand 
each. At the dinner, donations were 
announced amounting to £300, including 
£150 from Messrs. Foster, bankers, 
Cambridge and St. Ives. 

UNVEILING THE BUNYAN STATUE.
The bronze statue to John Bunyan, 
erected on Peter's-green, Bedford, was 
unveiled on Wednesday afternoon, June 
10th, at half-pa.at one o'clock, by Dean 
Stanley. The a~endance of spectators 
was immense. The Corporation, and 
several distinguhhed persons taking 
part in the proceedings, marched in pro
cession from the Council Chambers 
through the High-street to the statue, 
where after a few remarks from the 
Mayo; Dean StanleyunveilAdthestatue, 
and the band played the National 
Anthem. Addresses were given in the 
Corn Exchange by the Mayor of Bed
ford, Dean Stanley, Dr. Brock, Dr. 
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Allon, and others. In the evening, a.t 
the Bunyan Meeting, the Rev. C. M. 
Birrell, of Liverpool, lectured" on John 
Bunyan; and in the interval the Mayor 
entertained about eighty guests at din
ner at the Swan Hotel. Hero an in
teresting toast list was gone through. 
The Rev. Dr. Brock responded for "The 
Bishop of the Diocese and the Ministers 
of Religion." 

NEBRASKA, UNITED STATES.- We 
have just received a letter from our 
friend, Rev. l\fark Noble, from which 
we gather that the work of the Lord ia 
making way. The little church of seven 
members now numbers thirty-five. 
Mr. N. thus reports a baptism:-! bap
tized several in the depth of winter, 
when the snow was deep, and the ice a 
foot thick in the River Blue, in which 
we baptize. A hole was cut in the ice 
about niue feet long and six feet wide, 
the water beiug about three feet deep. 
After the morning service, we all left 
the school-house, and took our stations 
around the baptismal grave. The sun 
shone splendidly, and the whole face of 
nature, robed in white, and sparkling 
as if hung with festoons of diamonds, 
seemed to speak of the purity and 
beauty of Him who can wash the sinner 
white as snow, and robe him in spotless 
righteousness. A chair being put down 
at one corner, I step down and receive 
the candidate, who is assisted from the 
top by two friends, who again assist the 
newly-baptized to come up out of the 
water, after being buried with Christ 
by baptism into death, that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk iu newness of life. 

:BAPTISMS. 
.Abercanaid.-May 31, Two, by J. Pe.rniah. 
.Andover, Hante.-June 3, Three, by Joseph 

He.sler. · 
.Ashford.-May 24, at St.John's-lane Chapel, 

One, by T. Clark 
.A,hford, Kent.-June 4, at the Assembly 

Rooms, Four, by William Clark. 
Banbridfle, Ireland.-Me.y 31, Nine, by D. 

Macrory. 
Bardu!<ll, Suffolk,-JUile 7, Two, by A. K. 

Davidson. 

Bargo,J.-May 25, at the English Church, 
Two, by J. R. Hays. 

Barn,l•y.-May 10, Four, by W. B. Osler. 
Barro,n-in-Furness.-Juue 4 o.t Abbey-road 

Chape~ Eight, by James Hughes. 
Beeston, Notts.-.Tune 71 Three, byJ. Turner-. 
Bethel Bas,aleg.-June 1, Two, by J. Morgan 
Bramley, Leeds.-June 7, Three, by A. Ash~ 

worth. 
Brandon.-June 4, Four, by J. Sage. 
Burnham, Somerset.-May 31, Three, by W. 

Wiggins. 
Buru.-May 21, Seven, by J. Kemp. 
Cal,tock, Comwall.-May 20, Four, by De.niel 

Cork. " 
Cambridf/e.-June 3, at Zion Chapel, Six, by 

J. P. Campbell. 
Cemaes, Anglesea.-June 9, Three, byL. W. 

Lewis. 
Chatham.-Ma y 24, at Enon Chape~ Three. 

by W. F. Edgerton. 
Cheam, Surrey.-May 28, Two, by W. Sulli

va.n. 
Cheltenham.-May 31, 11t Cambray Chapef, 

Nine, by W. Julyan. 
Chesham.~May 24, at Zion Chapel, Four 

byJ. Smith. 
CMw Magna, Somerset.-June 7, Six, by G. 

M.Carlile. 
Clou_qhfold, Lancashire.-June 6, Three, by

A .. J. Parry. 
Croe.,ypar-, Glamorganshlre.-May17, Two", 

by H. Williams. 
Cupar-Fife, N.B.-February 1, Two; May 3, -

Seven~ May 20, Se\"'ell; May 30, Five, by J. 0 .. 
Wills. 

D,.,onport.-June 3, at Morice-sque.re Chapel• 
Three, by Alfred Tydeman. 

Dover.-June 8, at the Pent-side Baptist 
Chapel, Eight, for the chnrch at Folkstone, 
by Mr. Bartholomew. 

JJowlais, Glamorganshire.-May 24, at Beu
lah English Chapel, Eight, by J. William■• 

Driffi,3!'1.-May 31, Three, by Chas. Welton. 
Enfield Town, N.-May 10, Two, by G. W. 

White. 
Eythorllll, Kent.-May 31, Six, by John 

Stubbs. 
Fak,nham, Norfolk.-June 7, Two, byJ. K_ 

Chappelle. 
Fleet, Lincolnshire.-June 7, Three, by F . 

Chamberlain . 
Frome, Sheppard's Barton.-April 30, Seve~ 

by T. E. Rooke . 
Galashiels.-May11, Five, by Alex. Thomson; 

May 81, One, by A. Morton . 
Gla,ourg.-June 7, Two, in the River Wye, 

bY D. Howell. 
Gla,uow.-May 10, at Frederick-street 

church, Eight; May 24, Fin, by J. W, Ash
worth. C 
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(}/l>lld,ster.-May 13, S!x,_by John Bloomfield. 
Garton. - June 7, at Wellington-street 

Chapel, Two, by W.B. Vasey. 
G,-eat Grim,by.-MAy 24, Nine, by R. Sm11,rt. 
Ho.nham, Glo'ster.-ll!lay 24, Four, by Thos. 

Bowbeer. 
Hart/.tp(){)I (Eo.st).-June 14, Five, by F. H. 

Newton. 
Kilmarnock.-1'fay 2il, Two, in the river at 

Dean Castle, by John J o.hnston. 
Knighton, Radnorshire,-ll!lay 24, Three, by 

J,Gay. 
Latchford, near Warrington.-J une 7, Two, 

by J. Wilkinson. 
Laverton, Somerset.-:r.t;y 10, Two, by Mr. 

Bray. 
Leeds.-June -, at Wintoun-stroet Chapel, 

Four, by R. Silby. 
Limp,fi<ld, Surrey.-May 31, Four, by F. M. 

Cockerton. 
Lincoln.-April 25, at ¼!nt-l•ne Chapel, 

Four, by C. Stovel. 
Liverpool.-May 31, "'' Soho-street Church, 

Seven, by Eli E. W a.It er. 
Uandudno.-Juna 14, al the Welsh Chi.pel, 

Six, by R. Thomas., Holyhead. 
!Athu, Scotland . .:....June 3, Five, by Thoma,s 

D. Ca.meron. 
Maesybe.-lla,,, Breconshire.-April 19, One ; 

May 17, One, by G. H. Llewellyn. 
Magor.-Janue.ry 4-, One; February l, One; 

March 1, Seven; April ~. Eight, by B. Davis. 
Maidenhead.-June 4, Three, by J. Wilkins. 

MetropQliti,n Di&triol :
Bromley-1,y-Bou,.-Ma.y 13, at George-street 

Che,pel, Eight; June 10, SeTen, by W. J. 
Lambourne. 

Bow.-May 24, at Bow Oha;,ei Eleven, by 
J. H. Blake. 

Chi&wick.-Mo.y 31, Two, byW. Easter. 
lhl$ton Junctwr>~May 21, Six, by Alex

ander Carson, M.A. 
iEcut London Tabo,.,,.,.,le.-May 28, Eleven, 

by T. Wigner, in the abeence of the paster. 
Harlington, W:-June 4, Six, by James 

Manning. 
Ken&ington.-May 31, Seven, by J. Hawes. 
.Mel,-opol(lan Ta~ernacle.-May 21, Nine

teen; May 2S, Eighteen; June 4, Elght
teell, .by ;J. A. Spurgeon. 

Neu, BaNiet.-May 29, Five, by J. Dnnlop. 
,,r..,, llr,nfford.-May -, ·Three, 'Town 

Ha.II, by W. Smith. 
WMtech4P,l,-M&y 31, ·&t Little AliHtreet 

Chapel, Four, bf C. Maaterson. 

1/ill End, Herta.-May U, Two, i,,, A. Elreen. 
Ati111Doo8, T«b!norden.-June U, Ono,:b,-,A. 

Briggs. 
Jlorley.-June S, Two, by J. Wolfenden. 

;J,foss, Wrexham.-Ma71T, Thre&, by ,l'oohu. 
T. Morgan. 

Mumb!<s, Swa.naea.--Ji[Ayl4, Nine., b;,-'.lll)DfJ" 
Kidner. 

Neath, GJamorgans)lite.-June 14, Fou,, by 
A.F.Mills. 

Newcastle-um .. der-Lyme.-Yay 20, ·Five, Qy 
Henry C. Field. 

Newport, Mon.-June 14, at Oha~les-~treet 
Chapel, Two, by Timothy Thomas. Mo.y 24, 
at Summer-hill Chapel, Six, by George Hud
gell. 

Nottingham. - June 3, at !ltoney-street 
Cha.pel, Eighteen, by Thom&s Ryder. 

Ogden, near Rochdale.-May 31, Two, by A. 
E. Greening. 

Ola Basford.-May 31, Five, ·by Watson 
Dyson. 

Oldham.-May 24, at ]ling.atreet Church, 
Four, by R. Howa1ed Ba.rly. 

Oswald<wistle.-May 30, Five, by J. NaylO)". 
Pengeho,1.-June 7, Three, by D. Howell. 
Peterborough.-lolay14, One, byR. P. Tur.ner; 

May 31st, One, by Mr. Willtinson. 
Polemoo,•, Yorkshire.-May .3, Fonr by H. 

W. Holmes. 
Pootypool,-April -26, One, a.i Upper Tros

nor;,t, by Stephen Jones. 
P<H"tsmouth. - June 3, nt Clarenoe-•tree, 

Chapel, Land port, Six, by R. Younger Roberts. 
June 3, at Lake-road Chapel, Landpor\;, 
Eleven, by T. W. Medhursl. 

Pyle, G)amorgan.-May 17, Seven, by Joshua 
Thomas. 

Ramal, Breeenahire.-J tme '1, Three, by :r. 
Phillips. 

Roading.-Ma.y 1!1, ;II'.! -C...-ey Ohuroh, Nine, 
by 0. M. Longhurst. 

Re,Jdiloh.-J ,me 4, Four, b,: Eeinl,md MNle.y. 
R;..,. __ J une 7, .at the E-nglish Church, Two, 

by Thos. Thomita. 
Ros,,-llf&'Y 10, 11,t Broad-allrae\ C.lrlwel, Tiwo, 

by J. Smalley. 
Ryde, I. W.-April 24, iu Park-road Cho.pel, 

ThToe, by John Harrison. 
Balte,:forlh, Yorkshire.-Juna· 7, In the open 

air, One, b.y Mr. Ja.mes Fen.wie.k.. 
Sheernes,-on-Sea.-May 26, Two, by J. R. 

Hadler. 
Shoreham, SUllsex.-:May 24, Six, by Joseph 

W.Ha.rrald. 
S""t~.-'May 24, Six; 11[&y 31, at St. 

Ps.nl'.s-i!quare Chapel, Five, by J. Hunt Cooke. 
South Sllield1.-Aprll 29, Four; Jnne-3, Six, 

at the T&bernu.<tle, J/1.J,E. Oi:aelwall. 
S/antonlmry, Bucko.-June U, Ji'iTe, .by .J. 

:&r~ 
St. Helen'1.---,Mv.Jl,-TWP, by 1. Harr.illllll. 
BI. Ner,t'1, :Eie.Du • .....1111>11 ~.li'.Oll-l", .1!7,J. :ILll1-

mond. 
,1/tlJfO lllll,Me,wpOl!l.M:1111,.,..;...,,,._31; !llJl'O,,'IIY 

W.H. Wrlghl. 
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ffe.,d,ey, Warwieksbire.-June 7., Three, by 
W.Piggott. 

.Swanse,;-, .Glu.m.-1\lay 27, Slx, by D. T. 
Phillip•. 

Swansea.-June 3, at Mount Pleasant Chapel, 
Ten, by J. Owen. 

Swanwick.-May 24, Three, by Thomas Hay
den. 

Suntlerland.-Junfl. 7, o.t Sans-street Chapel, 
Three, by J.C. Roger. 

'l'roedyhryiew. - :,,ray 16, at the English 
Chapel, Five, by the Rev. R. Davis. 

Truro.-June 11, FivP-, by Ja.mes H. Patter
son. 

mverston.-)1ay 20, Three, by T. Lardner. 
Waim:gate, Yorksbirc.-May 3, Five, by 

John Bo.mber. 
West Bromwich.-June 14, Six, by R. Lowe. 
West Relford, N otts.-J une 7, Three, by J. 'I'. 

Roberts. 
We.~tman.cot.e, Worcestershir-e.-June 4, Two, 

byW.J. Smith. 
Wu~,ch.-)!ny 21, at the El:,-place Church, 

Seven, by W. E. Winks. June 7, at the Upper 
Hill-street Cha.pel, Five, ty J. Gockel. 

Whitehaven.-J une 4, Five, by H. A. Fletcher. 
Whitstaule.-May 14, Two, by Qeo. Stanley. 
Wood.stock.-May 31, Four, by Levi Palmer. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
WE regret to record the death of Mrs. 

FutJIBOURNE, the wife of the Rov. G. 
W. Fishbourne, of Boguor, which oc
CJUr:red on l<"riday, 29-tih May, The 
deceased lady was sister to .the Rev. C. 
B. Lewis, the well-known missionary. 
The funeral took place .at Borstad on 
J-nne 2nd. The bereaved widower, two 
of hie sons, and two daughters followed. 
in the fi.rst mourning coach, and in the 
next wore hia soncin-law, the Rev. -
Drewett, the Rev. H. C .. and Mrs. 
Leonard, ,and Mr. S. Groome. Several 
niembers·of..the Local Board, and other 
mha.bi.t&nts .of tho town, assembled to 
testify 'their ·respect and sor:row. The 
s~vice,w11,s read by the aged Vicar, the 
Rev:. E. Eedle. Before the final bene
diction was·pronounced, the pupils of 
the departed lady and her d11,.ughters · 
sang, as well as their grief would per
mit, the beautiful hymn, "Jerusalem 
tbe ·'-'11<:i~:· 

Pied, on the 3rd of May, l'o!A:RY, widow 
of the lato Mr. W. Jones, of Blaendare, 
Pontypool, in the 72n_d year of her age. 
She had been a faithful member with 
the Welsh Baptfote at Upper Tro8Jlont 
for upwards of thirty years. Her end 
was peace. Also died, on the 19thMay, 
MARY, relict of Mr. Charles Johnson, 
Cwm, Pontypool, aged 86 years. Sha 
had been buried with Christ in baptism 
about thirty-nine years ago, at Upper 
Trosnont, and was found a faithful 
member. She was enabled to cleave 
to her Blessed Lord and Saviour to 
the. end. 

WE have to record with deep-regrei; 
the dooth of one who h1<s been a con~ 
tributor to the BAPTIST MESSENGER 
from its commencement (many have 
been cheered by the lines signed 
" Theodore "), Mrs. DOROTHY MATHER, 
of Wellingborough. The deceased had 
gone to Eastings for change .of air, but, 
took .cold, was confined to her bed a. 
short time, and fell asleep in Christ on 
May 22nd, at the age of M. In her 
last moments she expressed her only 
hope to be in Jesus. Prior to her-death 
she completed a manuscript fer the 
press, which contained the whole .of 
what had appeared in the MESSENGER 
from .her pen. It is the intention of her 
bereaved husband, Mr. G. R. :Mather, 
·to bring it out shortly in a volunu,. 

Entered into rest, February 17, 1874, 
HANNAHllOWLANDS,formorethansixty
six y0M's a most consistent and devoted 
member of the Baptist Charch, N auntov. 
and Ginting, Gloucestershire. 'Mr11. 
Rowb.nd.s was baptized by '.Mr. Wilkinil,, 
1807; from ·that time, through much 
affliction alld many trials, especia.lly 
.that of widowhood, she enjoyod .much 
communion with her Lord, a.nd :fel
fowship with .the Church wjth which 
.ahe wae for so many years honourably 
c<mnecteil, never absent from :the house 
of God when the doors were opon,,unleas 
provenfod by afll.iction. Dear C~iin1: 
friends who visited her, were much 
stimulated by seeing how wonderfully 
Jesus fo.lfl.lleil'His precious pl'()mises in 
ber experience. She leaves behind 
children and grandchildren, serving the 
,O!lli fJi ··wm" !l)amilll,j .~ ,140~ 
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loving care and devotion to the dear 
departed, proved how deeply rooted 
were the principles of Christian and 
filial affection to their afflicted and aged 
mother. Many with. them exclaim, 

"Let me die the death of the righteous; 
let my last end be like hers." Her 
remains were intorred at Naunton, and 
her death improved by her beloved 
pastor, Rev. B. Dickins. 
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THE JUDGMENT UPON ZACHARIAS.* 

A. SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY O, H. SPURGEON. 

"Thon shalt be dumb and not able to speak until the day that these things 
shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall bo fulfilled 
in their season."-LUKE i. 20. 

UNBELIEF is everywhere a great sin, and a grievous mistake, Unbelief 
has proved the ruin of those countless multitudes who, having heard the 
Gospel, rejected it, died in their sins, have been consigned to the place of 
torment, and await the :fiercer judgment of the last day. I might ask the 
question concerping this innumerable host: " Who slew all these ? '' · The 
answer would be: "Unbelief." And when unbelief comes into the 
Christian's heart, as it does at times-for the truest believer has his times 
of doubt; even Abraham, the father of tht. faithful, sometimes had his 
misgivings-that unbelief does not assail his thoughts without withering 
his joys, and impairing his energies. There is nothing in the world that 
eosts a saint so dear as d1)Uht. If he disbelieve his God, he most assuredly 
robs himself of comfort, d<iprives himself of strength, and dqes himself a 
real injury. The case of Zacharias may be a lesson to the Lord's people. 
It is to them I am going to speak. Zacharias is a striking exa.mple of the 
ills a good man may have.to suffer as the result of his unbelief. 

I. In reviewing the character and position of Zacharia,s, we can hardly 
fail to discover some profitable lessons. He was undoubtedly a believer. 
He is said, in the sixth verse, to have been righteous before God. No 
man ever obtained such a reputation except by faith. "The just shall live 
by faith," No other righteousness than that which is by faith is of any 
esteem in God's account. Such was the righteousness of Abraham, and such 
was the righteousness of all the saints before the advent of our Redeemer. 
Such, too, has been the standard ever since. Zacharias evidently was a 
real believer. Yet for all that, when the angel appeared to him, and God 
gave him the promise of a son, he was amazed, bewildered, incredulous, 
and could not credit, but only question the announcement. "How shall I 
know that these things shall be?'' 

Nor was he mere! y a genuine believer ; he was well instructed and 
greatly enlightened, for he was a priest, and as a priest considered, he was 
righteous before God, and blameless, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord. That he was well instructed in the Word of 
God ill undeniable. He could not otherwise have discharged his duty, for 
the priest's lips must keep knowledge, and he must teach men. Being 
proficient in the one, and competent for the other, ignorance offered him no 
excuse. Moreover, as a man of years, he was probably to be classed 
among the experienced saints of his time. He had borne the burden and 
heat of the day, and received proof upon proof of the abundant mercy of 
God. Now mark this. For any of us to doubt who have been justified 

• This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved. 
No. 189, NEw SERIES. 
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by faith, is a shameful delinquency. For those to doubt who have, in 
addition to their first convictions, a thousand confirmations of the truth 
they have embraced, who are acquainted with the covenant and its rich 
inventory of promises, who are deeply taught in the things of God-for 
such to doubt involves a higher degree of guilt. I do not think that had 
Zacharias been a mere babe in grace, or an inexperienced stripling, his 
unbelief would have met with so stern a rebuke. It was because he was 
a venerable priest, one thoroughly schooled in sacred truth, a man who f~r 
many years instructed the people of Israel in the oracles of God, that it 
became a crying evil for him to say, '' Whereby shall I know this?'' when 
the angel told him of his prayer being heard, and of the manner of answer 
the Lord would vouchsafe him. 

The high office that Zacharias held as a priest caused him to be looked 
up to. Hence his conduct was more narrowly watched, and his example 
had a wider influence. On a similar account we have need, all of us in 
our several spheres, to consider the effect of our actions upon others. The 
higher a man's position, the greater his responsibility; and in the event of 
any delinquency, the graver his offence. ]?or you to disbelieve, my dear 
brother, who are at the head of a household, is worse than a persenal 
infirmity; it is a violation of duty to your family. And you, dear friend, 
who preach the Gospel, for you to disbelieve who are looked upon by many 
as an advanced Christian, as a mature saint whose example may be safely 
followed by those who listen to your counsels,-this is (a great and a 
crying evil, whereby you dishonour the Lord. I pray God that your 
conscience may be tenderly sensitive, and that you may be aroused to a 
sense of the dishonour you bring to Him by your faithlessnesss. 

How pec;uliarly favoured Zacharias was. An angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him. Not to any of the other priests, when they were 
offering incense, did such a heavenly visitor come. And what welcome 
tidings he brought ! It was a wonderful message that he was to be the 
father of a child great in the sight of the Lord, one who should minister in 
the spirit and power of Elias, and become the forerunner of the Messiah. 
This surely was a signal instance of Divine favour. And mark this, 
beloved, our God is very jealous of those whom He highly favours. You 
cannot have privileged communications from the Lord, or be admitted into 
close communion with Him, without finding that He is a jealous God. 
The nearer we draw to Him, the more hallowed our sense of His presence 
will be. But to doubt His Word, or question the fulfilment of His promise 
when He speaks kindly to us, must incur His censure. I speak after the 
m(l.nner of men; we do not expect from a stranger the esteem which we 

· ought to merit from our servants. But our friends, who know us better 
t~an seryall:ts, ought to trust us more implicitly. And yet beyon~ commen 
friendship m the near relation and tender attachment of a wife to her 
hueband, tJ.ie most unqualified confidence should be reposed. Even so, my 
brethren, if you and I have ever been permitted to lean our heads on 
Jesus' bosom; if ~e have sat down at His banquets, and His banner o':er 
us has b_een ~ove ; 1~ we have been separated from the world by peculiar 
fellowship with Christ, and have had choice promises given us, we cannot, 
like Zacharias, ask, ",vhereby shall I know?" without grieving the Holy 
Spirit of God, and bringing upon ourselves some sad chastisement as the 
result. 
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What soothing comfort had just been administered to Zacharias by the 
angel of the Lord I Was not the manner of the salutation fitted to allay 
terror, and inepire him with trust? The troubled thoughts that perplexed 
him, and the fear that fell upon him when the angel appeared standing at 
the right hand of the altar, met with no rebuke. If it was natural that 
so unwonted a vision should startle him, there was a gentle sympathising 
tenderness in the angel's address that might well have stilled the throbbings 
of his heart. "Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard.'' .And so is 
it with us when the consolations of God have been neither few nor small, 
and when His goodwill towards us has been pointedly expressed, does it not 
make doubt and questioning more inexcusable? Do we not thereby 
aggravate the sin? Some of us have lived in the very bosom of comfort. 
Precious promises have been brought home to our souls; we have eaten of 
the marrow and the fatness ; we have drunk the wines on the lees well 
refined. We are no strangers to the blessing of His eternal and un
changing love, or to the light of His countenance, which they prove who 
find grace in His eyes. Oh, if we begin to doubt after these discriminating 
love tokens, what apology can we oiler? how can we hope to escape from 
the chastening rod ? . 

Moreover, the misgivings that Zacharias betrayed relate to the very 
subject on which his supplications were oflered. It was in response to his 
own petition that the angel said to him, "Thy prayer is heard.'' I marvel 
at his faith that he should persevere in prayer for a boon which seemed, at 
his own and his wife's age, to have been out of the course of nature, and 
beyond the domain of hope, but I marvel a great deal more that when the 
answer came to that very prayer, Zacharias could not believe it. So full 
often is it with us ; nothing would surprise some of us more than to receive 
an answer to some of our prayers. Though we believe in the efficacy of 
prayer, at times we believe so feebly that when the answer comes, as 
come it does, we are astounded and filled with amazement. "\Ve can 
scarcely think of it as a purpose of Goel; it seems rather to us like a happy 
coincidence. Surely this adds greatly to the sin of unbelief. If we have 
been asking for mercy without expecting it, and pleading promises while 
harbouring mistrust, every prayer we have offered has been only a repeti
tion of our secret unbelief; and it is God's faithfulness that brings our in
consistency to light. 

One other reflection is suggested by the narrative. Zacharias appears 
to have staggered at a promise which others, whom we might well imagine 
to have been weaker in faith than himself, implicitly believed. The veteran 
falters where a babe in ·grace might have taken courage. And is it not 
always a scandal if any of us who have been conspicuously favoured of 
God are ready to halt while our feebler brethren and sisters are animated 
and encouraged. No dubious thought seems to have crossed the mind of 
Elizabeth; no incredulous expression fell from her lips. She said, '' Thus 
hath the Lord dealt with me." 

This case was the very opposite of that of Abraham and Sarah. There 
Abraham believed, but Sarah doubted; here the wife believes in tLe face 
of her husband's scruples. In like manner Mary, that humble village 
maiden, accepts with simple faith the high and holy salutation with which 
she was greeted. She just asks a natural question, and that being 
answered, she replies, "Be it unto me according to Thy "\Vorel." Her 
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surprise was soon exchanged for joy, and by-and-by she begins to sing with 
a loud voice, "My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour." Not a little remarkable is this opening chapter of 
the Gospel according to Luke. Woman, who had been in the background 
through long preceding generations, seems suddenly to take a foremost 
place. Zacharias and Joseph stand in doubt, while Elizabeth and Mary 
exultingly believe. And who knows but I may be addressing some poor 
woman here who, in the depth of affliction, bodily suffering, and poverty, 
nevertheless rejoices in God with all her heart? But without a doubt, I 
am now speaking to many a man who is vexed with trifling cares, murmurs 
bitterly because of petty annoyances, and distrusts his God when clouds 
come over the sky so· that he sees not his way. Shame on our unbelief. 
Think shame of yourselves because of it, I pray you. Never does it dis
grace us more than when the weaklings of the Lord's family put us to the 
blush by the simplicity and sincerity of their faith. The character and 
position of Zacharias may thus furnish a striking moral, but I do urgently 
entreat each Christian to point the keen edge of criticism at himself, and 
consider how much he is personally to blame for his own unbelief. 

II. Let us now proceed to investigate the fault of Zacharias. Whence 
this perilous wavering at that privileged hour? His fault was that he 
looked at the difficulty. " I am an old man," said he, " and my wife is· 
well stricken in years," And while he looked at the difficulty he would 
fain suggest a remedy; he wanted a sign. '' Whereby shall I know this?" 
It was not enough for him that God had saw. so ; he wanted some collateral 
evidence to guarantee the truth of the word of the Lord, This is a very 
common fault among really good people. They look for a sign. I have 
often trembled in my own soul when I have felt an inclination thus to tempt 
the Lord by looking for some minute circumstance to verify a magnificent 
promise. ·when I have thought-" Hereby shall I know whether He does 
hear prayer or not," a cold shiver has passed over me, the shudder has 
gone through my soul that ever I should think of challenging the truth of 
God's word, when the fact is so certain. To us who have full often cried 
unt0 the Lord in our distresses, and been delivered out of our troubles, to 
raise such a question is indeed ungrateful. For a child of God who 
habitually prays to his Father in heaven to look upon His faithfulness as 

· a matter of uncertainty is to degrade himself, and to dishonour his Lord. 
Yet there is no denying the tendency and disposition among us to want a 
sign. As we read a prophecy of the future, we crave a token in the pre
sent. _If the Lord were pleased to give us a sign, or if He told us to ask 
for a sign, we should be quite right in attaching a high importance thereto, 
but. for us to doubt a plain promise, and therefore ask a sign is to sin 
agamst the Lord. Sometimes we have wanted signs in spiritual things. 
~ect an~ proper. is_ it for us to rejoice in the true delights of fellowship 
with Christ, but 1t 111 becomes us to make our feelings a kind of test of our 
acceptance, or to say, "I will not believe God if He does not indulg:e me 
with certain manifestations of grace; unless He gives roe the sweetmeats 
I crave, I will be sulky and sullen, and refuse to eat the children's bread.'' 
,vhy, such conduct is wilful and wicked; it is weak, and utterly inexcusable. 
Yet how many of us have been guilty of this folly? Now, as Zacharias 
stood upon the threshold of the Gospel dispensation, and he was the first 
among those who heard the glad tidings to express unbelief, it was neces-
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sary that he should be made an example of. God would show at the very 
outset, even before John the Baptist was born, that unbelief could not be 
tolerated, nor sh-0uld it go unchastened. Therefore His servant Zacharias 
must, as som as he had asked for a sign, have such a sign as would make 
him suffer .for months to come, and constrain him to be sorry that he had 
ever dared to proffer the request. 0, beloved, is our faith still so weak, 
and our experience still so contracted, that we cannot yet trust our God? 
Twenty years have we known Him. Has He been a wilderness to us? 
Have His mercy and truth ever failed us in time of need ? Shall all His 
tender dealings with us count for nothing? Do ye think so lightly of the 
gift of His Son, the gift of the Holy Ghost, of the daily providence which 
has guarded you, and of the hourly benediction which has been vouchsafed 
to you, that ye would fain put aside these unfailing benefits frnm your 
grateful remembrance, while you indulge in some paltry whim, and tempt 
the Lord your God by your mistrust? That be far from any of us ! We 
woul-d rather take up the position of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
who, when arraigned before Nebuchadnezzar, and adjudged to be thrown 
into the furnace of fire, said, '' Our God is able to deliver us; but," they 
added, " if not (though He should do nothing of the kind) nevertheless, be 
it known unto thee, 0 King, we will not serve thy gods nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up." That is the spirit in which we 
ought to walk before God-" Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.'' 
What if He does not spare my mother's precious life? What if He does 
not preserve my child from the ravages of the fatal epidemic? What if He 
take away the desire of mine eyes with a stroke? ·what if my business 
should cease to thrive? What if my health fail and my strength decay? 
What if I be dishonoured by the scandal of my neighbours? Shall I, 
therefore, cast off my allegiance to God, or betray my trust in Him? Am 
I to engage in rebellion like this? Not flood nor flame could quench or 
extinguish His love to me. Shall anxiety or tribulation, disappointment 
or disaster sever my heart from devotion to Him? Nay, God give me 
grace to see my cattle destroyed, and my goods swept away, an·i my 
children cut off in their prime, and to hear cruel taunts from the wife of my 
bosom; to be covered with sore boils, and to sit on a dunghill and scrap~ 
myself with a potsherd, and then to find my best friends miserable com
forters; and yet, in the midst of accumulated distresses, to be able to say, 
"I know that my Redeemer liveth; He has not failed to deliver me hither
to, and though, after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God. Though the fig-tree should not blossom, though the flocks 
and herds be cut off, yet will I trust in the Lord and glory in the Go(l of 
my salvation." If true to our high profession, the Christian's faith should 
not borrow its hue from the circumstances by which he is surrounded. 
To hanker after signs that a promise shall be fulfilled is obviously to 
show distrust of the promiser. "Now the God of hope fill you with &II joy 
and peace, in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the power of 
the Holy Ghost.'' So shall you be restrained from asking for a petty sign 
to justify you .in relying on His princely bounty. The Lord keep you 
from this great transgression ! 

III. We pass on to observe the penalty that Zacharias incurred. His 
morbid propensity was followed by a mortifying punishment. He had 
doubted, and he became dumb, and as the narrative clearly shows 11s, he 
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was deaf likewise. Such was his chastisement, and it was sent not in 
anger, but in God's own covenant love. What a salutary medicine! 
.Although bitter to the taste, how effective it was ! Read hili song and you 
will see the evidence. He had been for months silent, quiet, shut out from 
all sound, and unable to make any. But well he had occupied his months 
of seclusion. He had searched the prophets-do you see that? He had 
been musing much upon the coming one-do you see that? Deep humility 
had taken the piace of arrogant presumption. He was bowed down before 
the majesty of God, yet at the same time full ot peace and blissful hope. 
Thus he looked into the glorious future. Oh, dear brethren, if you are 
prone to doubt, this sickness of the mind will require a strong corrective. 
Very likely God will give you some sharp medicine, but it shall work for 
your good. As His child, He will not chasten you so as to injure you, but 
He will chasten you so as to benefit you. I do not think children generally 
court the rod, however beneficial it may be, and yet I am quite sure there 
is no wise child of God who would not shrink from the graver ills which 
render such discipline essential to his soul's health. 

See how judgment was tempered with mercy. The punishment sent to 
Zacharias was not so severe as it might have been, Instead of being 
l!itruck deaf and dumb, he might have been struck dead. As I read this 
passage, I wondered that God had not struck me deaf and dumb when I 
have spoken unbelieving words-when I have been depressed in spirit, 
and spoken unadvisedly with my lips. Oh, had the Lord been wrath with 
me, and said, "If that is your witness about Me, you shall never speak 
again." That would have been most just, and I might have been a mourn
ful instance of His indignation against His unbelieving servants; He has 
not dealt so with me; glory be to His name! 

And this chastisement did not invalidate the promise. The Lord did not 
say," ·well Zacharias, as you don't believe it, your wife Elizabeth shall 
not have a son. There shall be a John born, but he shall not come to your 
house." Oh no; that is a grand passage,-" If we believe not, yet He 
abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself." The promise still stands. 
God does not take advantage of our unbelief to cry off and say, " I will 
give thee no blessings, because thou doubtest Me,"-no, but having said it, 
He does it, and His Word does not return unto Him void. Even the 
trembling, doubting children, though they get the rod, get the blessing too; 
and the promise is fulfilled, though the father is dumb when the blessing 
-0omes. Very painful, indeed, was his chastisement. One would not like 
to be deaf and dumb for a day; but to be deaf and dumb for the space of 
nine months, must have been a very painful trial to this man. Moreover, 
he could not bless the people; he could not speak a word ; he could not 
instruct the people; he was useless for that part of the priest's work; and 
when the song went up within the hallowed walls of the temple, he could 
not hear it. He might know by signs that they were singing a hallelujah, 
yet his ears coul9, not catch its grateful strains. That poor tongue of his 
was silent. He could not add a note to the volume of praise that went up 
to the God he loved. It must have been mournful to him to have no prayer 
in the family which he could hear and in which he could join, and to be 
as good as dead for all practical purposes. Now I am afraid there are 
many believers who have had to suffer something like this, for many days, 
on account of their unbelief. I think I can point out some who are unable 
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to hear the Gospel as once they did. Many years ago, a friend said that 
he could not hear me preach. I said to him, "Buy a horn." '' No,'' he 
said, "it is not your voice; I can hear that, but I don't enjoy it," My 
reply was: " Perhaps that is my fault, but I am far from sure that it is not 
your own." I fear, in such cases, it is quite as often the hearer's fault as 
the preacher's fault. At any rate, when others profit, and our judgment 
approves, though our hearts find no refreshment, there is 'reason to suspect 
that in the dulness of our senses we are compelled to bear chastisement for 
our unbelief. You go where others go, and find no solace. You hear what 
edifies and comforts them; but there is no cheer for you. You are deaf; 
your ears are closed to what the Lord says. Very often it has happened, I 
foar, to some here, that, for want of faith, they have lost their speech. 
Time was when they could tell of the Lord's goodness, but they seem 
silent now. They could sing once, but their harps are hung on the willows 
now. As they get with their companions, they seem as if they have lost 
all their pleasant conversation. If they try the old accustomed strings of 
the time-worn harp, the ancient skill is gone. They cannot praise God as 
once they did; and all because on one occasion, when the promise was 
clear before their eyes, they would challenge and mistrust it. They could 
not rely upon their God. Little do we know how many Fatherly chastise
ments come upon us as the result of our unbelief. 

The lessons I gather, and with which I conclude, are these,-First, if any 
of you, beloved, are weak in faith; do not be satisfied about it. Cry to God. 
Our God deserves better homage of us than a weak, attenuated faith can 
render Him. He deserves to be trusted with such confidence as a child 
gives his parent. Ask Him to increase your faith. And you who have faith; 
oh, keep it jealously, exercise it habitually; pray to the Lord to preserve it. 
Never begin to walk according to the sight of the eyes. Confer not with 
flesh and blood. Don't come down from that blessed height of simple con
fidence in God, but ask that you may abide there, and no longer doubt. 
The Church wants believers to believe for her, and to pray for her. "He 
that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed. 
Let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord." Art 
thou strong in faith, be thou stronger still: art thou weak in faith, be thou 
strong. 

But let the unbeliever, the utter unbeliever, tremble. If a good man, 
a saved mau, a noble aud a blameless man was nevertheless for months 
struck dumb for unbelief, what will become of you who have uo faith at all? 
He that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed 
on the Son of God. To you, unbeliever, no angel Gabriel will appear, but 
the destroying angel awaits you. What shall be your fearful chastisement? 
You will be silent: it will be eternal. Oh, you shall stand silent at the 
judgment seat of Christ, unable to offer any excuse for your rebellion and 
unbelief. Unbelief will destroy the best of us: faith will save the worst 
of us. He that believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ hath eternal life,-he 
that believeth not (whatever else his apparent excellences), will assuredly 
pezish. Fa,ith, faith! this is the priceless saving thing to everyone of us. 
The gift be yours to believe. The grace be yours to inherit the righteous
ness of faith. The joy be yours to believe in Jesus Christ with all your 
hearts. The triumph be yours to believe now to the saving of your souls. 
Amen. 
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ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

BY JAilEZ .BURNS, D.D., LL.D, 

No. 8.-MARTIN LUTHER. 

No life has been oftener the 
subject of historical relation, or of 
theological criticism, than that of 
the illustrious German Reformer, 
Martin Luther. Indeed, his life 
and labours appear almost mythical, 
and exhibit so many extraordinary 
phases, as to exceed most romances, 
either of ancient or modern times. 
Of poor parentage and lowly origin, 
in his young days dependent on 
charity to prosecute his studies, 
toiling and rowing with head winds 
in front and breaken around, his 
extraordinary earnestness and per• 
sistent toils in the midst of biting 
ponrty, his remarkable visit to 
Rome, the outshining of Divine 
grace, his deep penitence, his in
ward horrors, his peace by the faith 
in Christ, became the great cardinal 
doctrines in his system of Christian 
truth, his bold and daring attacks 
on R'.lme, his defiance of earthly 
po ten ta tes with their invested powers 
of wrath and ruin, his translation 
of the Scriptures, his numerous 
• ~ological writings ancl holy songs 
and hymns and music, his abound
ing labours, and then his triumphant 
departure to receive his reward! 
But it is with Luther as a preacher 
we have to do in this paper, and, 
happily, we have abuudance of 
material to show us what he 
preached, and we have no lack of 
information as to the manner of his 
pulpit addresses. In the pulpit he 
was distinguished for great plain
ness, homely illustrations, proverbs, 
similes, &c. He was ever earnest 

and conscience-searching. He was 
battling ever with Popery, self
righteous and vain ceremonials. 
Christ, in His obedience, as the end 
of the law for our righteousness, 
and His blood as the one and only 
atoning sacrifice for sin,-these he 
put forth nearly into every sermon, 
without neglecting the practical 
fruits ofa living faith in the Saviour. 
In his dark day, it is no marvel if 
he did not get free from all the 
errors of the Anti- Christian system. 
In some respects he was less lucid 
and Scriptural than Ziungle, and 
much behind Calvin in complete 
systematical harmony as to the 
doctrines of the Gospel, but as 
a public preacher we fancy he 
excelled all his fellow labourers in 
power and fulness of hearty emotion 
and sympathy with his Divine 
Master, and solicitude for perishing 
souls. Our extracts will give suffi
cient illustrations of Luther in his 
work as a preacher. 

But let us hear his own views as 
to the Christian ministry. 

'· Oh, how I trembled when I was 
ascending the pulpit for the first 
time. I would fain have excused 
myself, but they made me preach . 
It was the regulation, that the 
junior brethren should preach to 
the rest. Here, under this very 
pear-tree, I have over and over 
again argued with Dr. Staupitz as 
to whether it was my vocation to 
preach. He said it was. I had 
fifteen reasons against it, and fifteen 
more when they were done. . . 

"' Doctor,' I used to say, 'yorf· 
want to kill me. I shall not live 
three months if you compel m,e- to 
go on.' 'Our Lord,' the dootor 
would reply, 'our Lord requires the 
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aid of able men; He needs your 
services, and must have them.' 

" I don't at all like Philip to be 
present when I preach or lecture; 
but I make the best I can of it. I 
put the cross before me, and say to 
myself: Phili,p, Jonas, Pomer, and 
the rest of them, have nothing to do 
with the question in hand ; and I 
try to persuade myself that I am 
as competent to fill the pulpit as 
they." 

" Dr. Jonas said to him one day, 
'Doctor, I cannot at all follow you 
in your sermons.' Luther replied, 
' I cannot follow myself; for, oftener 
than not, it is myself, or some par
ticular matterconnected with myself, 
that I take as the subject of my 
discourse, according to time, cir
cumstances, or audience. If I had 
my time to go over again, I would 
make my sermons much shorter, 
for I am conscious they ham been 
too wordy. I would have the 
people made thoroughly conversant 
with my catechism. I take that as 
the basis of most of my sermons. 
I discourse as plainly as possible, 
for I desire that the commonest 
people, that children, that servants, 
should understand what I say. It 
is not for the learned we go np into 
the pulpit; they have their books.' 

" Dr. Erasmus Alberus, previous 
to his departure for Brandenburg, 
questioned Dr. Luther as to how 
he ought to preach before the elector. 
'Your sermons,' replied Martin, 
' should be addressed, not to princes 
and nobles, but to the rude, un
cultivated eommonalty. If, in my 
discourses, I were to be thinking 
about Melanethon and the other 
doctors, I should do no good at 
all ; but I preach in plain language 
to the plain, unlearned people, and 
that pleases all parties. If I know 
the Greek, Hebrew, and Latin lan
~es, I reserve them for our 
~d meetings, where they are of 

use ; for at these we deal in such 
subtleties and such profunditieE! 
that God Himself, I wot, must some
times marvel at us.' 

"AlbertDurer, the famous painter 
of Nuremberg, used to say that lie 
took no pleasure in works o.f art 
which were overladen with colour
ing, for that he much preferred 
those which were plain and simple 
in their execution ; and so I say 
about .sermons. ' Oh, how happy 
should I have been when in the 
monastery at Erfurt, could I have 
heard once, only once, a sermon, 
however brief, upon the Gospel, or 
upon the least of the Psalms.'" 

To J. Brentius he writes:-" I 
do not flatter you, and I do not 
deceive you any more than I de
ceive myself, when I tell you that 
I prefer your writings to my own. 
It is not Brentius that I here 
praise, but the Holy Spirit which 
in you manifests itself gentler, more 
tranquil, your words flow in a purer, 
more limpid stream. I, whose style 
is impracticable, harsh, rough, pour 
forth a deluge, a chaos of words ; 
my mannlil1' is turbulent, impetuous, 
fierce, as that of a gladiator con
tending with a thousand monsters, 
who assail him in uninterrupted 
succession. If I might compare 
small things with great, I should 
say that I had given me somewha.t 
of the quadruple spirit of Elias the 
prophet, who was rapid as the 
wind, whose word burnt like a 
lamp, who overthrew mountains and 
burst asunder rocks. Yon, on the 
contrary, breathe forth 'the gentle 
murmur of the light refreshing 
breeze. One thing, hawever, con
soles me, namely, that the Divine 
Father of the human race has need, 
for the instruction of that immense 
family, of both the one servant and 
the oth~r, of the rugged for the 
conquermg of the rugged, the harsh 
for the conquering of the harsh. 
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To clear the air, and to render the 
earth more fertile, it is not enough 
that the rain should water and 
penetrate its surface; there needs, 
also, the thunder and lightning. 
(August 20, 1530.) 

'' I am very far from thinking 
myself faultless, but I may, at 
least, boast with St. Paul, that I 
cannot be accused of hyp()j):('isy, and 
that I have always spoken the 
truth; perhaps, indeed, somewhat 
too harshly. I would rather offend 
man by the acerbity of my language 
in diffusing the truth, than offend 
God by keeping the truth captive 
within my breast. If the grandees 
are displeased at my method of 
proceeding, they are quite at liberty 
to leave me to myself; I and my 
doctrines can do without them. I 
have done them no wrong, no in
justice. The sins I commit it is 
for God to pardon." (5th Feb., 
1522.) 

From LuTHER's SERMoNs.-On 
Salvation by Graee without TVorks. 
-" The Apostle teacheth in the 
words following (Titus iii. 7), 'That 
being justified by His grace we 
should be made heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life.' 

'' He says that we are justified 
not by our own works, but by the 
grace of the same Jesus Christ. 
That fo, we are therefore justified 
for that Christ hath the grace ef 
the Father, having fulfilled His 
will in all things, and thereby 
merited eternal life; for seeing that 
He bath no need of this merit, He 
giveth it unto us which do believe 
in Him, that before God all His 
things may be imputed to us, and 
by them we may receive salvation. 
See how rich a thing sound faith 
is, and how great good things it 
bringeth with it ; see, also, how 
precious a thing the Gospel is, and 
how great a treasure it is to have 
it purely preached; and, on the 

contrary, how great a disadvantage 
there is where it is not preached, 
or not rightly preached, the inven
tions of men being mingled with 
it, or thrust in instead of it. Take 
heed, therefore, of such deceivers, 
and of .their counterfeit faith, rest 
not in thyself, but get thee under 
the wings of Christ, keep thyself 
under His protection, trust that 
thou art heir of eternal life not by 
thy own righteousness, or grace 
which thou •hast received, but 
whereby he is righteous and ac
ceptable before God, hereunto per
taineth this saying (Psalm xci. 4), 
'He shall cover thee with His 
feathers, and under His wings 
shalt thou trust ; ' and in the 
Song of Solomon ii. 14, it is said, 
' 0 my dove, that art in the clefts 
of the rock, in the secret places of 
the stairs,' that is, in the wounds 
of Christ; and this, indeed, is a 
true Christian faith, which resteth 
not in itself, as the schoolmen dream, 
but reposeth itself wholly in Christ, 
and as it trusteth in Him, so it 
resteth in Him, having received 
eternalsalvation. ,vhereas Hesaith 
that we are made heirs of eternal 
life according to hope, besides that 
he proveth that we, without all our 
own merits, by only hope of grace, 
are born again, heirs of eternal life, 
and do not become heirs by work
ing, whereof we have already spoken 
at large. He also teaches this, that 
our salvation and eternal life is as 
yet hid, although if we believe, we 
do verily possess it, and this body 
being put off· and the kingdom of 
God revealed, all things shall ap
pear manifestly. The text fighteth 
most mightily, and the most plain 
words against all righteousness and 
good works of man's reason and 
freewill, for the words are plain, 
'Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according 
to His mercy He saved us by the 
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washing,' &e. All which words do 
utterly overthrow our righteousness, 
attributeth all things to the wash
ing of the new birth, and the re
newing of the Holy Ghost, to Christ 
and His gTace ; how can there, 
notwithstanding, any presumption 
as yet remain in us? Wherefore 
let all sacred and profane laws 
have a fair show; let all sacrificing 
priests, monks, and nuns boast of 
themselves, let all religious and 
honest men and women seem goodly 
in outward appearance; let them 
even raise the dead ; if faith in 
Christ be absent, whereof we have 
now spoken so much, all these 
things are to no purpose. 'l'hese 
most false shows do as yet deceive 
the whole world, and seduce almost 
every one, they make the Gospel 
obscure, and extinguish the faith of 
Christ ; all their works and orders, 
although they appear goodly, and 
they think them to have merited 
never so much, do avail no more 
unto salvation than the works of 
beasts or of artificers, whereby they 
do maintain themselves and theirs, 
yea, they do most hurtfully hinder 
it; therefore, that I may conclude, 
take heed, as much as thou art 
able, of these wolves, which under 
a fair pretence counterfeit them
selves sheep, and learn and ac
custom thyself with a sound faith 
to cleave unto Christ alone.'' His 
death is thus described:-

All at once his eyes closed, and 
he fell back in a swoon. Count 
Albert and his wife, and the phy
sicians, made every effort to restore 
him to life, but for some time alto
gether in vain. ·when he was 
somewhat revived, Dr. Jonas said 
to him, "Reverend father, do you 
die firm in the faith you have 
taught ? " He opened his eyes, 
which were half closed, looked 
fixedly at Jonas, and replied firmly 
and distinctly, "Yes.'' He then 

fell asleep. Soon after, those nearest 
him saw him grow paler and paler; 
he became cold, his breathing was 
more and more faint; at length he 
sent forth one deep sigh, and the 
great Reformer was dead. His 
body was conveyed in a leaden 
coffin to "Wittenberg, where it was 
interred on the 22nd February, 
1546, with the greatest honours. 

He sleeps in the Castle Church, 
at the foot of the pulpit, 

A DIFFICULT TEXT 
SIMPLIFIED. 

MISINTERPRETATION and misappli
cation of Scripture is a serious thing, 
and should be carefully guarded 
against. This is sometimes done 
with plain texts, but more frequently 
with those that are " hard to be un
derstood." To one of the latter de
scription attention is now requested. 
·we refer to Rom. ii. 14, 15. 

"For when the Gentiles, which have 
not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these, having not 
the law, are a law unto themselves: 
Which show the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts the 
mean while accusing or else excusing 
one another." 

Two extreme views have been taken 
of this passage, both of which have 
been urged by learned men, each in 
support of a theory, .and both, we 
think, overlooking the scope of the 
passage and the design of the writer. 
One view is that these verses de
scribe such a comparatively virtuous 
condition of things among the hea
then nations, that the salvation of 
many among them without the 
Gospel is a point concerning which 
we may be very hopeful. The other 
view is, that true Christians are here 
described, and that " the work of 
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the law written in their hearts " 
here spoken of, is the same as the 
new covenant promise quoted by the 
Apostle in Heb. viii. from Jer. xxxi. 
We think both these views are 
wrong, and that both do much vio
lence to the words of the Holy 
Spirit, and that their authors quite 
mistake the Apostle's design. 

The following exposition is taken 
from the Bible Magazine, Ml excel
lent periodiORl published about fifty 
years ago, and long since lost sight 
of. The writer takes a line of argu
ment between the two extreme views 
pointed out, and is one which we 
thin_k will not only be found simple 
and natural, but in perfect agree
ment with the great object of the 
Apostlein the Epistle to the Romans. 

In order to understand this diffi
cult passage, we will notice the aim 
of the A:postlein the fi.rstand second 
chapters of this systematic epistle. 
Where the Holy Spirit uniformly 
begins, there this great apostle also 
commences ; his first object is to 
convince the world,of sin, and there
by stop every mouth. This purpose 
he pursues in the two first chapters, 
and this he makes known in the 
third chapter to have been his in
tention all through (see verses 9 and 
10). In the first chapter, from verse 
18 to the end, he reveals the awful 
state of the heathen world. The 
glimmering light of tradition getting 
more dim and faint as it passed from 
age to age, had at length become 
either wholly lost or sadly perverted; 
and all that remained to remind 
men of the traditions of their fore
fathers, was to be found in some 
heathen superstition, or idolatrous 
rite. Nevertheless, God left not 
Himself without witness ; His name 
was irurnribed upon the heavens, 
"for the heavens declare His glory, 
and the firmament sheweth His 
handy work;" and thus '' the in
visible things of Him from the 

creation of the world are clea.rly 
seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead.'' And this 
revelation (which i.i here intended 
by the Apostle, when he speaks of 
the truth of God, as in verses 18 
and 25, and of their "knowing 
God'' through the medium of this 
revelation, as in verse 21) is the 
condemnation of the heathen world; 
for, by revealing "the eternal power 
and Godhead," it rises up against 
and condemns the idolatrous nations 
of the earth, arid leaves them with
out excuse. 

Thus it is that every age and 
generation of men will be judged 
according to the degree of light 
vouchsafed to them, and by the 
dispensation under whkh they have 
lived; "for as many as have sinned 
without the law (the law of Moses), 
shall also perish without the law; 
and as many as have sinned in the 
law, shall be judged by the law." 
The light of nature was a law to the 
heathen ; it declared the eternal 
power and Godhead of the Creator; 
but they, by turning '' the truth of 
God into a lie, by changing the glory 
of the incorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, 
and to birds, and four-footed beasts, 
and creeping things," brought them
selves under the sentence of this 
law, and became guilty before God 
(see Romans i. 23-25). _ 

Having now declared the situation 
of the heathen world, Paul next 
(Romans ii.) adverts to the Jews. 
Now the Jew was loud in his con
demnation of the practices of the 
heathen ; he despised the Gentiles, 
and said in lllil heart, " Stand by 
thyself; for I am holier than thou." 
Viewing himself in the character of 
the favourite of heaven, he esteemed 
even his neighbour, the Samaritan, 
to be no better than a dog. Puffed 
up by privileges which he abused, 
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and by a law which he dishonoured, 
he imagined that God was '' such an 
one as himself," a respecter of per
sons, and would accept him, because 
he was a. descendant of Abraha.m; 
and reject the Gentile, because he 
wa.s an alien from the common
wea.lth of Israel after the flesh. 
With the law of God in his hand, 
but with not one tittle of it in his 
heart, the Jew loudly inveighed 
against the Gentile for the commis
iiion of those vices which he (though 
more covertly) indulged in himself, 
and scrupled not to judge him with 
the utmost severity, according to its 
perfect dictates ; but he thought not 
of judging himself (see 17-24). 

Such was the character of the 
man to whom the Apostle was now 
addressing himself, '' a hearer of the 
law, but not a doer, dec@iving his 
own self;" but to whom much is 
given, from him will much be re
quired. The privileges and advan
tages of the Jews served only to 
increase his condemnation, and give 
him pre-eminence in guilt. Far 
more inexcusable than the unin
structedheathen whom he so lavishly 
condemned; the very heathen would 
rise up in judgment against him, 
and the sentence which he pra
nounced on others, should doubly 
condemn himself. " And thinki..it 
thou this, 0 man, that judgcst them 
which do such things, and doest the 
same, that thou shalt escape the 
judgmentof God." Now the Jew did 
think so, for he imagined, as I before 
observed, that God was a respecter 
of persons. Moreover, he thought 
to be justified by his observance of 
the outward rites of the ceremonial 
law. He paid his tithes of the 
mint, the a.nise, and cummin, but 
passed by juclgment a.nd the love of 
God. He imagined that the sign of 
circumcision, and an outward obedi
ence to ceremonies, would justify 
him in the sight of that Being, who 

is a Spirit, and. who must be wor
shipped in spirit and iu truth. Long, 
time had the Jews laboured under 
this false idea, and, therefore, the 
Apostle hastens to set them right in 
this matter, and to undeceive his 
deluded and hypocritical country
men. As they were seeking right
eousness by the works of the law, 
and not by the hearing of faith, Paul 
shows them that the peor despised 
Gentile stood on the same ground 
as themselves in this respect, and 
had as good pretensions to salvation 
as they. "For not the hearers of 
the law are just before God" (and 
they were no more)," but the doers 
of the law shall be justified." That 
the law of God promised glory, 
honour, and peace to every '.!Jl.an 
that worketh good; to the Jew fl.rst, 
and also to the Gentile ; and there
fore, if the uncircumcision kept the 
righteousness of the law, his uncir
cumcision should be counted for cir
cumcision. On this ground the 
Apostle argues even the impartiality 
of the law of God; it respected not 
the person of any man, but reduced 
Jew and Gentile (both of whom are 
seeking salvation the same way, that 
is, by works) to the same level; and 
it gave the one just as good a foun
dation of hope as the other, They 
were both ignorant of this important 
truth, '' that as many as are of the 
works of the law, are under the 
curse; for it is written, Cursed is 
everyone that continueth not in all 
things written in the Book of the 
Law to do them'' (Gal. iii. 10). 

And here I must observe, that 
most writers darken this passage by 
supposing that "the patient con
tinuance in well-doing," spoken ofin 
verse 7, has reference to_ Christian 
evangelical obedience; whereas it 
relates exclusively, as the Apostle's 
whole argument requires it should 
do, to the obedience of the law, to 
which this promise is annexed, 
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"glory, honour, and peace,'' and not 
in any wise to the obedience of 
faith. 

But some one perhaps will say, 
What then is to be understood by 
obeying the truth? (see verse 8). 
I should reply that it cannot possibly 
mean .the truth concerning Jesus, 
for how could the Gentile and Jew 
be expected to obey that of which 
neither of them could know any
thing? By the truth is to be under
stood, in this place, that measure of 
truth which was revealed to the 
Gentile and Jew under their several 
dispensations; to the one was m'tni
fested, by the works of creation, 
'' the eternal power and Godhead;" 
to the other was given the more per
fect revelation of tha law; and both 
these were the truth of God, though 
not the truth as it is in Jesus, from 
which glorious manifestation they 
are almost unmeasurably removed. 

If, therefore, we would come to a 
right understanding of this chapter, 
we must be careful to separate be
tween the law and the Gospel, be
tween works and faith ; we must be 
content . to have the Gospel, as it 
were, hid from our eyes for a moment, 
and view man as he is by nature, 
under the law of works. Here, as 
we before observed, the whole race 
of mankind are upon a level. Its 
conditions to all are the same. It 
denounces "indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil, of the 
Jew first, and also of the Gentile." 
It promises "glory, honour, and 
peace, to every man that worketh 
good ; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile. For there is no respect 
of persons with God. For as many 
as have sinned without law, shall 
also perish without law; and as 
many as have sinned in the law, 
shall be judged by the law." 

Having thus far followed the 
Apostle in his argument, we next 

come to the verses we propose 
endeavouring to illustrate. And 
here I must remark that the pas-
sage appears to me to require now 
scarce any comment or illustration, 
it flows naturally in the succession 
of ideas, and appears, in con!lection, 
as a necessary link in the chain of the 
Apostle's argument. There is none
cessity for supposing that the Gen
tiles spoken of were justified Gentiles, 
converts to the doctrine of the Cross, 
and that by nature we are to under
stand "custom.'' Nor is it needful 
to punctuate the passage differently 
from what it stands in our version. 
The Jews had the law of Moses, 
the Gentiles had no such law; 
nevertheless they were both under 
a law, and were both alike seeking 
salvation by works. Conscience was 
to the Gentile what the law of 
Moses was to the Jew. The former 
measured what he conceived to be 
right and wrong by the one ; the 
latter had for his guide the un
erring rule of the other. Grievous, 
it is true, was the difference between 
these two standards ; the fall of man 
had obliterated nearly every trace 
of the law of God from the heart. 
Conscience had become a blind 
guide; nevertheless, such as it was, 
it was a guide, and it sornetimes did 
decide according to the perfect 
standard of the law. Now, the 
Gentiles, though not hearers of the 
law like the Jews, were yet to be 
found, in many respects, more the 
doers of it than they. They made 
a conscience of abstaining from cer
tain things which they judged evil; 
and there were to be found a few who, 
in certain instances, practised the 
thing which they judged to be good. 
Thus natural conscience was not 
unfrequently found to have more 
weight with the Gentiles than the 
law of Moses had with the Jews. 
This circumstance, so disgraceful to 
his countrymen, thEI Apostle takes 
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alvantage of, and forces upon them 
trn.s truth, " That not the hearers of 
th~ law are just before God, but the 
doe,~ of the law shall be justified,'' 
and that thqse very heathen whom 
they w despised, because they had 
not tke law of Moses, were, not
withshnding, by following, in cer
tain ~nstances, the dictates of 
natural conscience, more the doers 
of it than they ; and therefore, it 
should seem, were more righteous, 
but by no means in a state of fustiji
cation. 

·we ask close attention to the fol
lowing brief paraphrase of 14, 15 
verses. "For when the Gentiles, 
which have not the law (the law of 
Moses), do by nature (that is by fol
lowing the dictates of natural con
science) the things contained in the 
law; for it will be found that there 
are instances wherein these two 
agree; thus the law of God eom
mands us to honour our parents, it 
bids us to abstain from theft, murder, 
adultery, &c. ; and, doubtless, the 
natural conscience will be found in 
the experience of many of the more 
moral and enlightened heathen to 
command the former, and abstain 
from the latter. These, having not 
the law (the law of Moses), are a law 
unto themselves (have in their 
natural consciences a substitute, a 
law within their own breast, where
by they become a law unto them
selves), which show the works of the 
law written in their hearts (these 
Gentiles doing, by nature, the things 
contained in the law, manifest there
by that they have more or less cer
tain works commanded in the law 
written upon their hearts, their con
sciences also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts the meanwhile accus
ing or else excusing one another.'' 
Of these certain works they made a 
COUBcience, and, according as they 

did them or abstained from them, 
their conscience, judging them by 
this rule of right and wrong, which 
nature, custom, and tradition had 
taught them, either accused them or 
excused them, either condemned 
them or justified them. 

This appears to me to be the 
simple statement of the passage, 
and this statement I conceive the 
context fully justifies. Ily this mode 
of reasoning the Apostle attacked 
the Jew in the stronghold of his 
prejudice, and endeavoured to con
vince him that the Gentile was more 
righteous than he ; that his high 
privileges served only to increase 
his responsibility aud his guilt ; 
that the outward sign of circumci
sion, of which he was so proud, 
considering it as he did a badge of 
distinction, separating him from, 
and raising him above, his fellow
men, and marking him a favourite 
of heaven ; was merely an empty 
rite, was nothing worth unless he 
was a keeper of the law. This point 
is strikingly stated in the five closing 
verses of the second chapter. 

To these remarks we just add 
that the view taken of Rom. ii. 14, 
15, in th(,l preceding exposition, is 
the same as that ofHfl.ldane, Hodge, 
Chalmers, Carson, and almost every 
orthodox expositor of this epistle. 
The writer quoted takes, we think, 
a more enlarged view than most, of 
the scope of the apostle. It is, 
indeed, strange how writers should 
find, on the one hand, salvation for 
the heathen in these verses without 
the Gospel; or, on the other hand, 
confound them with God's new 
covenant promise of writing His 
law in the hearts of those whose 
sins he remembers no more (Heb, 
viii. 10-12). 

A LOVER OF THE OLD TRUTHS, 
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SECURITY OF THE SAINTS. 

IT seems exceeding strange that 
there should be found existing a 
single individual Christian delight
ing in '' the glorious uncertainty" 
of his adoption into God's family, 
and of his everlasting safety in 
Jesus; yet it is to be feared many 
are living in this undesirable con
dition: truly we may say; the chil
dren of this world are wiser in this 
respect than the children of light. 
The former are not persons to con
gratulate themselves upon the un
certainty of business enterprises in 
which they invest their capital. 
The merchant on the Exchange has 
no particular pleasure in transact
i.n:g business save with those in 
whom he can repose implicit trust. 
A man would not feel any great joy 
in committing himself to a long 
voyage across the deep in an un
sound vassel, or rest in peace at 
night beneath a roof of decayed 
timber which was liable at any mo
ment to fall in and crush the form 
out of humanity. There is certainly 
in the gospel of Christ every war
rant for our safety, and in the 
covenant of grace every guarantee 
for our security, and few assurances 
of this are more acceptttble or pre
cious than these blessed words of 
Jesus-'' They shall never perish." 
Lest we should be discouraged and 
fearful respecting their application 
to us who believe, observe Jesus did 
not say, '' They shall rniver sin.'' 
Ah, saith the poor unworthy one, 
the child of God who feels so sinful 
day by day, if Jesus had so said, 
surely I should not be included in 
that little word" they." Well, my 
brother, it does not say they shall 
never sin, but if they do sin (and 
let us ever avoid sin), they shall 
never perish in consequence; no, 
for Christ bath borne their sins in 
His own body on the tree ; neither 

do the words read, " they shal 
never sorrow ;" no, for our Lord hss 
told us that through much tribU:a
tion we must enter the kingdom. 
The sorrows and sufferings of be
lievers are compared in Scripttreto 
waters and fires, and hath not water 
been a scourge of destructio1. very 
frequently to men and things in the 
history of the world ? 0, what 
myriads of human lives haTe been 
devoured by the hungry sta ! how 
hath inundation swept away the 
property and persons of men! but 
no tidal flood of woe, no sweeping 
deluge of trial shall ever destroy 
the hopes and souls of the children 
of God. :Fire is a terrible master 
indeed when it surpasses the com
pass of human power. Oh, what 
doleful stories are related of this 
devastating element I how hath 
happy homes become by its terribl8 · 
rage heaps of ruins! how have 
fathers and mothers and children to
gether been consumed to . ashes 
beneath its relentless power ! True, 
too true is all this, alas t but where 
is the fire of trouble which can injure 
or consume the believer? Not any 
furnace heated seven times hotter 
than ordinary can singe the hair 
of a Christian's head. 0, happy 
security! joyful assurance! Turning 
a moment to the persons or characters 
here alluded to, we find that these 
are the sheep of Christ ; they 
wander too often, as their own bitter 
experience will testify, yet they 
shall never wander so far as to fall 
over the precipice of despair, or 
perish through lack of sustenance 
and guidance : no, the kind Shep
herd " restores their souls" and 
" seeks them out in the cloudy and 
dark day." Are they not also said to 
be children of God ? Surely, if born 
in His own image, they are mem
bers of His redeemed family; loved 
from eternity; brothers of Jesus; 
their names in the family register 
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above. 0 shall not all their wants 
be supplied? all their maladies 
healed ? all their souls brought 
safely home at last, to see their 
heavenly Father's face? Certainly, 
for " not one of these little ones 
shall perish." I am personally ac
quainted with a young man who, 
although he had known Christ 
several years, and had often pro
claimed the joyful news of salvation 
to others, and frequently pro
pounded the blessed doctrines of 
the "saints' eternal security," yet, 
through his rebellion against the 
will of God in his soul, brought 
darkness and diBtress upon his mind 
for a season. One evening, which 
he will not easily forget, he felt 
afraid of his personal interest in the 
blood of Christ, and. of his union to 
his Saviour, and began to fear lest, 
after all his past experiences, he 
should still be hypocritical. The 
fear of death and hell made him 
tremble as he paced his bedroom, 
at a late hour of the night ; he was 
afraid to sleep, lest he should be 
lost in his slumbers, when the 
blessed words were darted, like a 
ray of light, athwart the fearful 
gloom of his spirit---'' They shall 
never perish.'' 0 what a relief were 
these heaven-sent words to his heart. 
The next evening, while standing 
on the threshold of the door, situated 
behind the house in which he re
sided, he looked up into the starry 
vault of heaven; he gazed upon 
those lovely shining sheep feeding 
upon the blue meadows above, and 
each one seemed to say, "They shall 
never perish;" "They shall never 
perish." Ah, they appeared to 

speak thus : We have been shining 
down on your earth age after age. 
We shone on the heads of patri
archs, prophets, and apostles ; an_d 
still we shine and perish not. Shall 
you, therefore, perish who are stars 
of righteousness, who are to shine 
for ever and ever? 0 cherish not 
the thought. On the wing of 
imagination, the next moment the 
mind of the troubled one was gazing 
upon the tidal waves of the sea, as 
they came roaring and crashing upon 
the rocky beach ; each wave said, in 
its turn, '' They shall never perish," 
" They shall never perish." Have 
we perished ? they said to the lonely 
watcher. Ah, no; we have destroyed 
huge ships; we have tossed and 
rolled upon every shore, but we 
still survive. And shall you perish? 
Nay; ye are much better than water. 
We shall be burned up at last, cried 
the billows, but " ye shall never 
perish." 0 why should inanimate 
nature rebuke our unbelief? why 
should we seek instruction and con
solation from unconscious creation? 
why not rather take comfod in the 
grand truths of the Bible ? and solace 
our souls, and dispel our foars, by 
confiding in that God who has 
chosen in Christ from eternity.; 
purchased us from hell by tl1e w001-
drous price of blood ; called us out 
of darkness into His marvellous 
light ; regenerated us by His Holy 
Spirit; and given unto us '• ex
ceeding great and precious pro
mises,'' and this, among the num
ber, glory be to His name, " They 
shall never perish!'' C. H. 

Breachwood Green. 
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lltanings anung t\t j~tabts. 

A GOOD PROTECTOR. 

MRs. ANN WILKINSON was returning 
from Newcastle in her cart, late at 
night, and was met at Walbottle 
Deane, the most lonely part of the 
road, by a man, who seized hold of 
the horse's head. She gave no 
utterance of alarm, and the man, 
somewhat taken aback, said, " Are 
you not frightened?" '' Oh no," 
she replied, " I am not frightened. 
I have a good protector.'' He 
dropped the bridle and moved off. 
Whether it struck him who her 
protector was or not, cannot be 
known ; but the incident proves 
her presence of mind and her faith 
in God,-:Baptist Magazine, May, 
1871. 

PULLING DOWN EASIER 
THAN BUILDING UP. 

I HA.VE found many who want to do 
away with religion, who have no 
substitute for it. Suppose I live in 
a certain house. A man passes by 
and says to me, " That house of 
yours, sir, is a poor dilapidated 
mansion, unsound from the founda
tion to the roof, I will set my men 
to work at once, and we will pull it 
down." '' Well, but, my good friend, 
stop a minute. Before you pull my 
house down, let me ask you a ques
tion: '' Do you intend to build 
another and a better?'' "No, sir, 
I cannot build, but I can pull down. 
Let me set to work at once, sir.''. 
What should I · do ? Should I let 
him set to work? Nay, on the 
contrary, I should say to him, "It's 
all very well, friend, for you to talk 
of pulling my house down, but it 
will be time enough for me to think 
about letting you do it when you 

can build me a better." The most 
foolish man can pull down, but it 
takes a wise man to build up. So 
we say to those who would pull 
down religion but would give us no 
substitute. . H. W. 

WHAT IS IT TO BE FIRST? 
I w1sH I had all the deacons and 

all the churches in London to hear 
me, and I would say, "Hush your 
everlasting talk about who is the 
most important, and who is the 
first in the Church.'' First, indeed ! 
What is it to be first in a society of 
five hundred people ? What is it, 
in God's name, to be first in a tiny 
society of, perhaps, two or three 
hundred people? I wish all these 
disputings and quarrellings were 
hushed and buried for ever, as 
things utterly inconsistent with the 
humility and beauty of the religious 
Christian character. 

J, R. JONES, 

DEATH A LEVELLER. 
How strikingly was the vanity of 
human wealth and greatness illus
trated in the Abergele catastrophe, 
when in a moment thirty-three per
sons were enveloped in petroleum 
flames ! When the charred remains 
were gathered up, members of the 
nobility could not be distinguished 
from their servants : the remains 
did not show which was the peer, 
which the peeress, which the judge, 
which the footman. There they 
lay scattered on the line, c.harred, 
blackened corpses. Death is a 
leveller. It levelled them, and they 
all lie now in one grave. A solemn 
lesson this to us all. God grant 
that by a lowly, humble, useful life 
we may be proved to have taken it 
to heart. 
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THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 

A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

BY SCRUTATOR, 

CHLPTER VIII.- Contemplated 
.Alterations, 

IN the study sat Mr. and Mrs. Er
nest in close consultation. But 
this time the minister and his wife 
were not alone. Ten months had 
fled since a new-comer had made 
his appearance, destined from the 
hour of his arrival to be for an 
indefinite period " master of the 
house." The said comer now ap
pears in the shape of a fine fat 
chubby robust boy, full of life 
&nd fun. Seated upon its mother's 
knee the child seeks by various 
little arts to divert attention to 
itself, Now it pulls its mother's 
curls as if it were ringing a peal of 
bells; then it makes a dash at its 
father's whiskers, and holds on with 
such pertinacity as to threaten their 
being torn out hy the roots: gently 
placed upon the floor it insists 
upon crawling towards the lowest 
bookshelf, and in spite of all com
mands to the contrary will pull the 
volumes out of their proper places, 
and scatter them right and left; 
finally taken into maternal custody, 
and laid upon its back, crowing, 
kicking, clapping its tiny hands, and 
performing all kinds of infantile 
gymnastics, it does its very best to 
make its loving parents feel that if 
it is " a tiresome baby," after all is 
it not " one of the finest babies in 
the world?" 

"Now, what are we to do, Lucy?" 
"You mean with regard to the 

proposed chapel alterations? " 

" Yes ; should I recommend them 
or not?" 

"If you do, Job, you must ex
pect more or less to suffer for doing 
so .. '' 

"In what way?'' 
"Through the conflicts which 

such a work will sure to engender, 
constituted as our church is ; and 
through the curtailment of your 
own salary." 

"But are we, Lucy, to allow the 
Lord's cause to stand still for fear 
of personal suffering and probable 
losses?" 

'' Certainly not. But are you 
sure that in promoting these altera
tions you are forwarding the Lord's 
cause?'' 

"It seems to me that we should 
be doing so, and on these grounds. 
We have now been here two years. 
The chapel is full in the morning, 
and so crowded in the evening, that 
seats have to be placed in the aisles, 
One of the deacons informed me 
last week that there were fifty ap
plications for sittings, and that none 
could be supplied. The Sunday
school has increased to such an 
extent that there is neither room 
for them in the vestry or in the 
chapel, and the teachers say they 
must have a school-house, cost what 
it will. Then, in addition to all 
this, it has been ascertained that 
the roof of the chapel has long been 
giving way in consequence of the 
haste with which the chapel was 
put up, and the poor materials in
serted in its construction. The 
need for extension is recognised on 
all hands!" 

"I do not doubt it, Job; but the 
question you have to consider is 
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this, how is it all going to be paid 
for? You know what the Saviour 
says, ' For which of you, intending 
to build a tower, sitteth not down 
:first and counteth the cost, whether 
he have sufficient to finish it ? Lest 
haply, after he hath laid the foun
dation, and is not able to finish it, 
all that behold it begin to mock 
him, saying, This man began to 
build, and was not able to finish." 

"An apt quotation, I will admit, 
and one that we shall all do well to 
consider. Let us see then how that 
matter stands. 'We have to meet 
:first the £250 debt on the chapel. 
The estimated alterations, consisting 
of taking down the chapel front, 
lengthening the chapel three yards 
at the back, erecting two end gal
leries, repcwing the body, and 
building on our own ground a new 
school-house, will cost at least 
£1,000. Suppose we Siy, to make the 
calculation a safe □UG, that £1,500 
will be required; it is not at all 
probable that we shall need more 
than that. Now, how is such a 
large snm to be realised ? First 
comes Mr. Stirling, and he nobly 
says, that on condition the chapel 
is reopened free of debt he will give 
£100. Mr. Snap, with a liberality 
that has astonished everybody, says 
if the Church concludes to com
mence at once he will give £300. 
Two friends in the '1.enomin.ation 
will give .£50 each. A wealthy 
brother, belonging to the Indepen
dents in this town, will give £50 
more; and w.e calculate that at 
least £200 can be raised in the 
Church. congregation and town with
in the next twelve months. ..We can 
therefore safely calculate on £7 50 ; 
and ways and means must be in
vented to secure the remainder. I 
think decidedly that so far the affair 
looks very promising. Few poor 
causes have been favoured with a 
better start." 

"I must confess, Job, that in my 
opinion you are too sanguine, and I 
would advise you to be careful, for 
the sake of all concerned, in what 
you say and do. Bear in mind that 
not one penny of Mr. Stirling's will 
be received unless the chapel is, as 
you say, reopened free of debt. 
Mr. Snap will give his £300, but he 
will after giving it be certain to in
terfere in a way that will be objec• 
tionable to many. The £200 that 
you calculate upon receiving are 
not raised as yet ; and when you 
have well drained the Church, con- . 
gregation and town, where are yon 
to get the remainder? You say that 
the snm required will not be in any 
case over £1,500; but it would not 
surprise me if you are not landed in 
for £2,000 before the matter is done 
with. Once give the chapel and 
schoorhouse into the hands of an 

. architect and a committee, you may 
then consider yourself to be involved 
in a venture :financially, of which no 
one can sec the end. The architect, 
to enhance his professional reputa
tion, will naturally enough suggest 
improvements regardless of cost; 
and the committee, influenced by 
his opinion and arguments, are far 
more likely to fall in with them 
than to oppose them. Young as I 
am, I have seen and heard enough 
of that sort of thing to make me 
cautious. 'Look before you leap ' 
is 6lle of your proverbs, and I should 
advise you to carry out the teaching 
of that proverb in the present case. 
If you do not, I fear the result will 
be that you will have to bear a 
burden for years which no minister 
ought to have to carry, and which 
might even lead to your removal 
from the town. Better far, Job, 
in my opinion, for yon to stand by 
scriptural principle, and say, that 
come what will you will have no
thing to do with any alterations until 
the whole sum needed is raised. 
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As Mr. Stirling says, the Lord will 
be far more likely to help you, and 
to crown your efforts with success.'' 

" Then, at the deacons' meeting 
to night, ybu would advise me to 
take that course?'' 

"I would," 
"Well, Lucy, as I believe you to 

be right, I will do so," 
And so ended this important con

sultation, 
After much private prayer for 

Divine leading, the pastor, at the 
appointed time, found his way to the 
minister's vestry, where the deacons 
usually met for the transaction of 
business. The four deacons having 
arrived, and prayer being offered, 
each one wasinvited by the president 
to give his own individual opinion 
regarding the proposed extension. 
Brother Snap hoped that now he 
had made buch a liberal offer there 
would be no hesitation whatever in 
commencing the alteration at once. 
Brother Flint (who had engaged to 
beg £1, and to give nothing) was 
decidedly of opinion that the sooner 
the alterations were proceeded with 
the better. Brother Cherry would 
have seen his way more clear to
wards promoting them, if Brother 
Snap had promised £1,000 instead 
of £;300; and hoped he would give 
the latter sum, as he knew well that 
he was able. Brother Snap was 
exceedingly oblig-ed to Brother 
Cherry for his admirable suggestion, 
but before replying to it, he would 
like to know what he himself was 
prepared to give? Brother Cherry 
was not afraid to give a straight
forward answer. It was well known 
that Brother Snap was worth at 
least £10,000; but he was only 
worth £100, and it had taken him 
just ten years of hard toil to save 
that sum and lodge it in the savings' 
bii,nk. Now, if Brother Snap would 
give one-tenth of his capital, he 
would give one-half of his, and he 

there_ and then challenged him to do 
it. Brother Snap must say that 
the offer was a fair one, but he did 
not feel it to be his duty to accept 
it. Brother Cherry would then, 
without hesitation, let them have 
his conclusion; he would, if he 
stood alone in doing so, oppose any 
alterations unpl the money required 
for effecting them had been raised 
to pay the contractors. Brother 
Brown, for once, felt that he must 
disagree with Brother Cherry. He 
thought that as Brother Snap had 
offered the £300 on condition that 
the work should be commenced forth
with it would be a pity for the 
Church to lose such a sum, and he 
should advise that the offer be ac
cepted: would M:r. Ernest be kind 
enough now to give his opinion? 
The pastor would willingly. He 
had thougbt a great deal over the 
matter, and prayed over it, and be
lieving it to be wrong, under any 
circumstances, to incur chapel debts, 
he could not but agree with Brother 
Cherry, and hoped that steps would 
be taken as soon as practicable to 
secure the money beforehand. 
Brother Snap must give it as his 
conviction that the past::ir and 
Brother Cherry had been secretly 
agrncing together to carry out their 
extreme views,-views with which 
he had not the slightest sympathy. 
Brother Cherry begged Brother 
Snap's pardon, but he knew nothing 
whatever of the pastor's conclusion 
until he heard it given at that meet
ing; he knew however for a fact that 
Brother Snap had been conferring 
with Brother Brown to win him r.ver 
to his side, and he had evidently 
succeeded. The pastor hoped that 
the deacons would, for the sake of 
the cause, strive to find out some 
bond of union, and not appear before 
the Church divided on such an im
portant subject. ·would it not be 
best to think the matter over for 
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another month or two ? Brother 
Snap had made up his mind: "take 
his offer now or never.'' Decided 
immediately, by three votes against 

Behold 1 Stand at the Door and Knock; 
or, Christ's Message to the Church at 
Laodicea, g-c. By JAs. CUT,ROSS, 
M.A., D.D. (Morgan and Scott.) 

Tms very handsome volume on a sub
ject of perpetual importance, will no 
doubt be welcomed, especially by those 
who are acquainted with Dr. Culross's 
other excellent works. Dr. Culross 
bas here pre-eminently exhibited his 
usual exellencics as a religious writer. 
Clear in style and eloquent in argument, 
striking in illustration. Never wordy 
or todious, nover flat or cold, but always 
exhibiting great Christian affection, 
with the obvious sense of the fidelity 
his subject so solemnly demands. We 
are sure this work will ho useful wher
ever it is read, and hope it will have a 
very wide circulation. 

The Ear{lf Heroes ~f the Temperance 
Reformation. By WM.LOGAN. (Lon
don: Houlstonand Tweedie, Strand.) 

AN admirable book, full of interest to 
all anxious for the removal of tho 
nation's greatest curse. To all Tem
perance workers just the book to stimu
late to fnll and consecrated toil and 
devotion. 

one, to urge upon the Church the 
acceptance of the offer. 

(To be continued.) 

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS. 

Ragged School Union .Magazine, 
varied, suggestive, and good. 

The Baptist holdd on its courso with 
great vigour, and keeps up a good 
supply of information with regard to 
the various associations and the in
stitutions in general. 

Lecture on Life Assurance. A. J. 
Cook, A.I.A. Third Edition. Walford, 
320, Strand (ld.). Worthy of a genera! 
perusal. 

British Flag and Christian Sentinel. 
A very excellent number for soldiers 
and sailors. 

Gardener's Ma_gazine, as usual, full 
of varied and useful papers. 

The Sword and Tr-owel. The first 
paper, " The Commissariat of th& 
Universo," by Mr. Spurgeon, is worth 
the prico of the number. 

The Baptist lf:lagaeine. A very good 
number. 

Quarter~// Record of the Trinitarian 
Bible Society has a good article on 
"l\Iission Work in Spain." 

The Interpreter. Mr. Spurgeon's 
Scripture for Family Worship, &c., is 
now near completion, and will doubt
less take its place in numerous Chris
tian families. 

Old Jonathan, with an excellent pic
turo of "Getting ready for the Czar." 
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ALL IS WELL! 

ALL is well ! 0 let us hearken 
To our Father's loving voice ; 

Though the skies abovo us darken, 
We may still in Him rejoice. 

Though our bark with storms be driven, 
And the billows rise and swell, 

Still our Father speaks from heaven, 
And Ho whispers, "All is well! " 

Tenderly He watches o'er us, 
And our daily needs supplies ; 

He will ever go before us 
When the thickest dangers rise. 

What may come to us to-morrow 
Neither tongue nor pen can tell; 

But in every joy and sorrow 
He assures us, "All is well! " 

All is well! Yes, heavenly Father, 
Through Thy goodness, power, and 

grace, 
Wo around Thy throne shall gather, 

And behold Theo face to face_ 
We are Thine, 0 Lord, for ever, 

And with Jesus hope to dwell; 
','1/hcn wo pass through Jordan's river, 

Jlfay we feel that "All is well!" 

Nova Scotin. J. CLA.RIL 

~enaminatianal ;f ntdligtn.tt. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. W.Po0LE BALFERNhas accepted 
a call from the church in Sussex-street, 
Brighton. 

Rev. Joseph Jones, of Rawclon Col
lege, has accepted an invitation from 
the church at Wellington, Shrop
shire. 

After ten years' ministry at Seven
oaks, the Rev. John Jackson has ac
cepted an invitation to the pastorate of 
the church at Addlestone. 

Rev. R. Jeffrey, of the Pastors' Col
leo-e has receivod an invitation to the 
ch;_;ch at Southport, Lancashire. 

BOURNEAIOUTH.-Rev. H. c. Leonard, 
M.A. (formerly of Boxmoor), has ac
cepted the invitation of a committee to 
undertake the work of gathering a 

church in this rapidly increasing neigh
bourhood. 

Rev. W. W. Haines, of the Pastors' 
College, ha,s accepted an invitation to 
tho pastorate of the church at Eye, 
Suffolk. 

Rev. T. C. Finch has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Bridport, 
and has accepted the invitation of the 
church at Tiverton. 

Rev. Joseph Hawkes (formerly mis
sionary in Hayti) has accepted the 
invitation to the pastorate of the Bap
tist church, Grove-street, St. Helior's. 

Rev. William J. Scott, of Regent's
park College, has accepted the invi
tation of the church at Eastgate-street, 
Lewes. 

Rev. 'N. Owen, of Waterford, has 
received an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church at Keynshaw, Bristol. 
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WESTBURY LEIGH, WrLTS.-Rev. T. 
H. Jones has resigned the pastoral 
charge of this ancient church. 

Rov. Dr. Coopor, late of Exoter, has 
accopted a unanimous invitation to the 
church at Uxbridge. 

LEICESTER.-Rev. F. B. l\Ieyer, B.A., 
of York, has accepted a unanimous 
invitation to become pastor of tho 
church mooting at Victoria-road. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

Rev. George Hider was publicly 
recognised as pastor of the church at 
Stogumber, Somerset, on tho 18th June. 
The Rev. J. Tetley preached in the 
afternoon, and after tea a public meet
ing was held, under the presidency of 
J. Crocker, Esq. Addresses were de
livered by l\Ir. Gosling, evangelist; 
Mr. Burnett, senior deacon; Mr. Hider, 
the Rev. J. Miles (formerly pastor for 
ten years, and who is now aged 84), 
the Re'v. J. Mitchell, Mr. Tetley, Mr. 
Loaney, and Mr. Fletcher. The chapel
house at Stogumbor has recently been 
repaired. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

BARROW - IN - FumiESS. -Interesting 
services have been held in connection 
with the removal of the Rev. Henry D. 
Brown to Darlington. On Tuesday, 
the 7th of July, a tea and public meet
ing was held. Mr. T. T.Briggs presided. 
Thero were on the platform the Revs. 
D. Williams, J. Dunning, W. H. Fother
gill, J. Hughes, J. Hender, also J. 
Daulty and T. Chadwick. The chair
man, in the name of the friends at 
Barrow, presented Mr. Brown with a 
purse of gold to signify the respect of 
those among whom he has hitherto 
laboured. Rev. J. Dunning noxt pre
sented Mr. Brown with an album con
taining tho portraits of some of his 
friends; and the Rov. D. Williams read 
an address, wh~ch had been prepared 
by Mr. Fotherg1II, from tho Dissenting 
ministers of the town. 

Rev. T. Davies, who for eleven years 
has been pastor of the church at Cheddar, 
in connection with several churches in 

the district, was presented with a purse 
of fifty sovereigns at a farewell meeting 
on the 30th June. The Rev. E. Webb, 
the first pastor of the church, presided, 
and the speakers were Mr. R. Clark, 
the Revs. 'r. Gould and E. Lewis, the 
one for many yoars a missionary in the 
West, and the other for a still longer 
period in the East, Indies, and many 
local ministerial brethren. Mr. Davies 
has been compelled to relinquish his 
pastorate by ill-health. 

NEW CHURCHES. 

GUNNERBBURG.-A Christian church 
was formed here on Lord's-day, July 
12th. Rev. W. L. Giles preached in 
the morning, and tho Rev. W. A. Blake 
in the evening. In the evening the 
minister, the Rev. W. Frith, stated the 
principles of his Christian belief, and 
the Lord's Supper was administered to 
about forty communica.nts. A Sunday
school has also been ostnblished of 100 
children and a full staff of teachers, 
all of whom are members of the church. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

The foundation-stono of a new chapel 
was laid at Bingley, Yorkshire, on 
Saturday, July 11. l\Ir. Mallett pre
sided, and Mr. Aked laid the stono. 
Mr. W. E. Skirrow, one of whose an
cestors took a prominent part in laying 
the foundation-stone of the old chapel 
in 1760, had a place in the ceremony. 
The new chapel, which will seat 650, 
is to cost £3,700 of which about £2,000 
has alreadv been raised. 

PIDDLETRENTHIDE.-The foundation
stone of a new chapel was laid on 
Tuesday, ,June 16, in connection with 
the Western Association. Tho work 
has been largely promoted and assisted 
by l\Ir. C. H. Mayo, of tho Manor Farm; 
he has given tho freehold of the site, 
an oxcellont plot of land, abutting 
on the highway, and situated where it 
will be convenient for the parishes of 
Piddlehinton and Piddletrenthide. For 
about six years preaching in connection 
with this association has been conducted 
by Mr. Davis and his coadjutors-at 
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first in the open air, then in a cottage, 
next in a cart-house fitted up ai a 
meeting-room, and ore long now they 
will assemble in a substantial and neat 

·chapel capable of seating 200 persons. 
There were present on Tuesday the 
Revs. R. James, J, Bailey, T. Neave, 
and a goodly party of friends from the 
neighbourhood. l\fr. Davis presented 
to Mr. C. H. Mayo a silver trowel, with 
which he laid the cornor-stono. The 
company then proceeded to a spacious 
barn of Mr. C. H. Mayo's, where an 
earnest sermon was preached by the 
Rev. R. James, of Yeovil. Afterwards 
there was a tea-meeting in Mr. Davis's 
orchard, and upwards of 100 were 
present. In tho evening there was a 
public meeting in the barn, Mr. Ma-yo 
presiding. 

ALPERTON, NEAR SUDBURY, lliIDDLE

SEx.-On Tuesday, June 23rd, inter
esting services were held in connection 
with the laying of the stone of the new 
chapel. In the afternoon a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. W. Stott in the 
old chapel, after which a goodly number 
of friends sat down to tea. Toa being 
over, tbe stone of the new chapel was 
laid by J. Olney, Esq. Afterwards a 
public meeting was held. Rev. W. H. 
French, the minister, gave a statement 
-of the accounts, and addresses were 
delivered by Revs. W. A. Blake, R. 
Colman, W. L. Giles, S. IIaymes, J. S. 
Stanion, W. Stott, and the Chairman, 
Mr. Olney. The new chapel is expected 
to be opened in October. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

WOOD GREEN.-The friends at Wood 
Graen are likely, in due course, to have 
.a substantial and permanent home. At 
pref!llnt they worship in a small iron 
<:hapel, but at the close of 1873 a move
ment was commenced for the erection 
of a new building. A fine freehold site 
has, been obtained, and (including tho 
results of a most successful sale, held 
on the 24th and 25th of June) about 
£600 have been raised by the friends 
for the object so dear to them. 

OLD KENT RoAo.-Tha Anniversary 
Sunday-school services were held on 

Juna 14 and 16. On Sunday Rev. 
T. G. Gathereole preached morning and 
evening, and Rev. T. J. Cole in the
afternoon (to the young), the chapel was 
filled to overflowing, and the collections 
were far in advance of any previous 
year. On the Tuesday a large number 
of friends partook of tea, after which a 
public meeting was held, presided over 
by the pastor, Rev. C. F. Styles. The, 
superintendent, Mr. J. Titchener, read 
a most encouraging report of the past 
year's operations. 

The friends at Wyndham Road, Cam
berwell, reopened their chapel after 
cl1rnplote renovation. A sermon was 
preached on Sunday evening, June 
28th, by Rev. George Rogers. On 
Wednesday, July 1, an opening festival 
was held; seventy sat down to tea, tha 
room being decorated for the occasion. 
At the public meeting the chair was oc
cupied by F. Allport, Esq. Speeches 
were given by the chairman, Jabez J. 
Hayman (pastor), J. L. Edwards, Mr. 
Chew, and Mr. Lemming. Vocal and 
instrumental music was given between 
the addresses, and all who attended 
were highly pleased. The whole cost 
of the repairs has been raised. , 

Special services in connection with 
the reopening of the chapel at ::\Ians
field, after alterations which have 
made it an exceedingly comfortable 
place of meeting, have just been con
cluded. The first servico, held on 
Whit-Tuesday, was conducted by Rev. 
Arthur Mursell, the last of the series 
by Rev. H. Marsden. In the in
terval, the preachers were Dr. Under
wood, of Castle Donington, and Mr. 
W. Higgins, the Metropolitan Tabera. 
nacle evangelist, who conducted a 
week of special services, which have, 
been much blessed to the people. £120 
have boon realised at the various meet
ings. 

MONTACUTE, SOMERSETSHIRE.-The 
forty-ninth anniversary of the Sunday
school was held on June 28. Rev. 
T. W. Medhurst, of Landport, Ports
mouth, preached morning and evening, 
and addressed the children in the after-

' noon. Special hymns were sung, and 
at·the close of the evening service Mr. 
Medhurst preached in the open air to 
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-ii. large audience. On tho Monday, Mr, 
Medhurst delivered a lecture in the 
chapel, on behalf of the school funds, on 
"Rowland Hill, the Eccentric Preacher." 
Mt. Shore, of Stoke, presided. 

LONDON: UPPERUNNINGTON LANE, 
The tenth annual excursion of the chil
dren, teachers, and friends of the 
Vanxhal!Chapel took place on Tuesday, 
July 9. More than 500 proceeded from 
Lambeth Pier to Petersham Park. The 
boys' brass band from the Norwood 
School accompanied the party, and a 
pleasant day was spent. The pastor 
G. Hearson, and his brother the super
intendent were present. 

A public devotional conforenco was 
held on Wednesday, July 10th, at Berk
hampstead, which was attended by nearly 
100 friends from London. At the 
morning sitting Rev. T. Henson read a 
paper on "Revivals," which led to a 
discussidn, in which sovoral brethren 
lamented the decline of piety, while 
others expressed a more favourable esti
mate of tho present spiritual condition 
of the churches. At tho afternoon sit
tino- Rev. J. Thomas read a paper on 
"How to Conduct Evangelistic Ser
vices " which was spoken to by a 
voter~n in that department of Christian 
labour, Rov. G. W. McCroo. Rev. J. 
Clifford, M.A., read a paper on " One 
Lesson from Past and Present Revivals," 
insisting with much power on the need 
of reality. A part was taken in the dis
cussions by Revs. J. H. Atkinson, W. 
Hood, and J. Harcourt, the latter pre
siding over the Conference. At a camp 
meeting held on a spot of great loveli
ness, Messrs. Harcourt, Clifford, and 
McCreo addressed a largo company, and 
afterwards repeated their addressos in 
the centre of the town, several of Mr. 
Sankey's hymns being sung between 
them. 

At the Old Meeting, Blunham, Bed
fordshire, on the 1st inst., the Baptist 
friends commemorated by a public tea 
and meeting their 150th anniversary, 
having been formed into a church in 
June, 1724. Rev. w_. Abbott, the mini
ster who two years smce commemorated 
the twontieth year of his pastorate, pre
sided. In 1672 Bunyan applied, under 

the Act of Indulgence, for a license for 
John Wright for the Lake Barn House, 
in Blunham. It was Wright who laid 
the foundation of the dissenting in
terests in B!unham. 

The minister and congregation of Vic
toria Church, Wandsworth-road, not con
tent with their church work, have set 
about providing school accommodation 
for the largo number of children to be 
found about Wandsworth-road. The me
morial stone of the new building was 
laid on Tuesday afternoon, July 7th, 
amidst circumstances of considerable 
encouragement. The cost incurred; is 
about £1,100. One half of this amount 
has been raised by the members of the 
congregation and a few friends, and an 
appeal is now made to the expansive 
Christian benevolence of all who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ for the necessary 
means to carry forward the important 
work of Sunday-school instruction and 
other Christian agencies. It is not 
sought by those schools to make prose
lytes for a sect, but to instil into the 
minds of the young the truths of Chris
tianity. 

BURNLEY,-The annual school ser
mons in connection with Enon Chapel 
were preached on Sunday, June 21, by 
Rev. Dr. Burns, of London. The con
gregations were large, and the collec
tions over £100. 

lIANWELL.-On Tuesday, June 30, 
the anniversary services were held. In 
the morning Rev. G. Rouse Lowden pre
sided over a well-attended devotional 
meeting, at which it was announced that 
a gentleman promised £50, on the condi
tion that the debt on the school build
ing is extinguished within three 
months. In the afternoon Rev. Arthur 
Mursell preached, and in the evening 
Rov. T. W. Handford. During the 
interval of service, a large number of 
friends partook of refreshment in the 
schoolroom. On the following Sunday 
Rev. Edward Price preached in the 
morning, and Rev. A. Gri~:hs in the 
evening. The following mm1sters took 
part in the services :-Revs. W. Frith, 
J. Manning, A. Hill, W. Mummery, and 
the pastor. 

THE GENERAL BAPTIST AssoCU.TION 
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whose meetings have recently been held 
at Loughborough, contains upwards of 
159 churches, 102 pastors, and 22,070 
members in the home churches, show
ing a clear increase during the past year 
of 884. The membership in the mission 
churches is 732, an increase of 83. 
There are 364 local preachers in 7\) 
churches, an increase of 29; 4,150 
Sunday-school teachers in 143 churches, 
being an increase of 186 ; 32,929 
scholars, an increase of 1,500. The 
chapels number 208, the preaching
places 39. For foreign missions 139 
churches raised £3,161, being an in
crease of £676 ; for home missions 53 
churches raised £346, a decrease of 
£53. This last item is the only one in 
the whole of the statistical report which 
shows a decrease, and Rev. 0. Clarke, 
the association secretary, expresses his 
beliof that if the returns had been com
plete, they would also have shown an 
increase. Mr. Clarke pleads for full 
returns being rendered, it being obvi• 
ous that if all the churches would do 
their duty in this respect, the statistics 
would be most interesting, and to some 
extent indicative of the lifo and pro
gress of the denomination. For the 
college 72 churches raised £514, an 
increase of £229; and for the Sunday
&chools 116 ~hnrches and branches 
raised £3,!67, an increase of £246. 

LAKE ROAD OIU.PEL, LANDPORT, 
PoRTSMOUTH.-The anniversary sor
vices of the Sunday-schools were held 
on Sunday, June 21st, whon the pastor, 
T. W. Medhurst, prcachod morning and 
evening, and addressed the Sunday
school children in the afternoon. 
Specially selected hymns were sung 
by the congregation and a choir, com
posed of 250 of the Sunday-school 
children.-On Tuesday evening, July 
7th, Signor Alessandro Gavazzi, the 
Italian Luther, delivered an oration in 
the chapel, on " Ritualism, or Papery 
in its Guise." At the request of the 
pastor, T. W. Jlledhurst, the Rev. B. D. 
Aldwell, vicar of St. Luke's Church, 
Landport, presided. Signor Gavazzi's 
lecture was a masterly exposure of the 
designs and practices of the Ritualistic 
conspirators in the Establish11d Church. 

WE are requested to state that Dr. 
Burns will supply the pulpit of the 
Baptist Chapel, Ryhl, the first three 
Sundays in August. 

BAPTISMS. 
Aberdare, Carmel (English).-July 1, in DrJ 

Price's Ch&pel, kindly lent for the occasion, 
Seven, by Thomas Jones. 

Aberdeen.---July 12, in the River Dee, for the 
Church meeting at Athenreum Hall, Four, by 
,r. T.Hagen. 
Se~f;~a.-June 28, Four; July 5, Three, by J. 

Ashford. -June 4, at Hythe-road Chapel, 
Four, by W. Clark, for the Assembly Rooms 
Church. 

Barrow-in-Furness.-July 7, at the Abbey
road Chape~ One, by James Hughes. 

Barrow-in-Furne..ss.-Ju1y 8, at ?alton Chapel, 
Three, by H. D. Brown, of Darlmgton. 

Bedford.-J uly 12, at Mill-street Chureh, 
Two, by R, Spee/I. 

Be/fa,t,-June 18, Three; June 25, One, at 
the Regent-street Church, by G. W. Cross. 

Bilston.---June 21, at Wood-street Chapel 
One, by J. Bell. 

Birmingham.-J ulyl, at Christ Church, Aston 
Park, Four, by William Walters. 

Birmingham.-At Bond-street Chapel, Four 
by Stewart Gray. 

Blaenavon,-J uly 15, Four, at tbe English 
Chapel, by W. Rees. 

Brislol.-J uly 5, Seventeen, at Counterslip, 
Chapel, by W. R. Skcrry. 

Bristol, King-street.-July 2, Eleven, by G 
D.Evans. 

Bures.-June 22, Four, by J. Kemp. 
Bure, St. Mary.-June 29, Five, by J, Kemp. 
Burton-on-Trent.-June 10, at Zion Chapel, 

Two, byJ. T. Owers, of Salem Chapel. 
Ca/stock, Cornwall.-J uly 1, Three, by Daniel 

Cork. 
Caxton, Cambs,-July 5, Four, hy Robert J. 

Middleton. 
Co,ham, &mpshire.-July S, Five, by T. W. 

Medhurst, 
Dow/ ais .-June 23, at the Taberne.cle English 

Chapel, Two, by A. Humphreys. 
Dumfriea.-J=e 27, Two, by Wm. Milligan, 

jun. 
Fakenham, Norfolk.-June 15, One, hy J. 

K. Chappelle. 
Fa/mouth. - July l, Four, by W. Fullm

Gooch. 
F'ortrose, Scotland.-J une 21, One, by F. 

Dunn. 
G,asbury.-July 8, Two, by D. Howell. 
Gla.<gow.-J une 28, at North Frederick-street 

Church, Four, by J. W. Ashworth. 
Glouce,ter.-June 24, Four, by J. Bloomfield 
Goet.-e, Pontypool.-June 2S, Two, by I. 

Richards. 
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l'Jreal: Harlm,,.-Jnne 21, Three, by J-; .&lllffiw. 
Hartlepool East.-July Ii, Four, by F .. H. 

Newton. 
Hny.-June 28, Two, by J. €Jo~. 
Ipswich.-J uly 1, at Stoke-green Chspe~ 

Five, by W, Whale. 
KUmarnock.-June 17, Two; June 20, One, 

by John Johnston. 
L,,amington.-July 1, Three, at Clarendon 

Chapel, by W. A. Salter. 
Lechlade.-June 2S, One, by C. Testro, 
Lenton.-July Ii, Five, by S. Tagg. 
Liverpool.-J une 28, at Soho-street Chapel, 

Four, by Eli E. Walter. 
Ll<Jnilltyd Farclre.-June 21, at Salem Chape~ 

Two, by Hugh Williams. 
Ludlow.-June -, Ten, by W. Owen. 
Lydney, Gloucestershire.-July 2, Two, by 

G. W. Rough.ton. 
Manche,ter.-June 28, at Moss-side Chape~ 

Four, by R,, Chenery. 
Mansjkld.-J une 10, Eleven, by H. Marsden. 

Jlletropolitan Dutrict :-
Clapham Common. - Juno 28, Four, by 

Richard Webb, 
Dalston JW1ction.-June 28, Five, by Alex

ander Uarson, M.A. 
Metropolitan Tabernacle.-J une 22, Nine ; 

June 2-5, Eleven1 by J. A. Spurgeon. July 2, 
Eleven. by J. T. Wigner. 

Old Ford, Victoria, Park.-July 8, Six, by 
Robert R. Finch. 

V'auxhall.-July 12, One, by G. Heamon, 

Mil/woori, Todmorden.-June 4, One, by H. 
llriggs. 

Northampton. - July o, a,t Princess-street 
Chapel, Thirteen, by J. Spanswick. 

North 8hields.-June 28, Six, by Thomas 
Pipe. 

Old Basford.-July 5, Four, by W. Dyson. 
Ossett.-June 28, Two, by E. Dyson. 
Oswaldflcistle.-July Ii, Four, by J. Naylor. 
Pendleton, M&nchester.-June 2&, Thrne, by 

Frank Trotman. 
Penge.-J une 24, at the Ta,bernacle, Four 

by J. Collins. 
Penyrlwel.-July 8, Two, by D. Howell. 
Peterchurrk, Hereford-Mo.y 10, Five; May 

311 Four; .June 28, Two, by J. Beard. 
. Portsmouth, Landport.-J uly 1, 11t Lake-road 
Chapel, Four, by T. W. Medburst. 

Red Hill, Surrey.-.rnne 14, at London-roe.d 
Chape~ Two, by W. Usher. 

Richmond, Surrey.-June -, Three, by J. 
Whitaker. 

Stoclr:ton-on--Te,s. - July 1, Eleven, by H. 
Moore. 

Swindon, Wills.-June -, Four, by G. T. 
Edgley. 

Toornbury, Glouaestershire.-July 8, One, 
by G. Roes. 

Thu1'leigh, Beds.-July S, Two, by G. 
Chandler. 

Upper Stratton, Wilts.-June 21, One, by 
Alex. J. Hamilton. 

Walton, Suffolk.-July 5, One, by G. Ward. 
Wendover.-Jnne 29, One, by T. Thomas, 
Westbury, Wilm.-July ii, Seven, by W. 

Jeffery. 
Whitehaven.-June 2li, One, by H. A. Fletcher. 
Willenhall. - July S, a,t Lichfield-street 

Chapel, Seven, by W. M. Thomas. 
Wisbe<h.-Ju!y Ii, a,t the Upper Hill-street 

Chapel, Six, by J. Cocket. 
Woolwich.-June-, atCh&rle....,met Chapel, 

Seven, by James Smith .. 
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POWERFUL PERSUASIVES. * 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C, H, SPURGEON. 

"All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knowoth the 
Son, but the Father; noither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he 
to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, _and I will give you rest."-MATTHEW xi. 27, 28. 

I HAVE preached to you, dear friends, several times from the words
,, Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 'heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." There is such sweetness in the precept, such solace in the promise, 
that I could fain hope to preach from it many times more. But I have no 
intention just now to repeat what'I have said in any former discourse, or 
to follow the same vein of thought that }Ve have previously explored. This 
kindly and gracious invitation needs only to be held up in different lights 
to give us different subjects for admiration. That it ilowed like an anthem 
from our Saviour's lips we perceive: in what connection it was spoken we 
may properly inquire. He had just made some important disclosures as to 
the covenant relations that existed between Himself and God the Father. 
This interesting revelation of heavenly truth becomes the basis upon which 
He offers an invitation to the toiling and oppressed children of men, and 
assigns it as a reason why they should immediately avail themselves of His 
succour. Suoh is the line of discourse I propose now to follow. Kindly 
understand me that I want to deal with the hearts -and consciences of the 
unconverted, and, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to plead with them that 
they may at once go to Jesus and find rest unto their souls. I shall require 
no stories or anecdotes, no figures or metaphors, to illustrate the urgent 
necessity of the sinner and the generous bounty of the Saviour. We will 
make it as plain as a pikestaff and as sharp as a sword, with thezintention 
of driving straight at our point. Time is precious, your time especially, 
for you may not have many days in which to seek the Lord. The matter 
is urgent. Oh, that every labouring weary sinner here might at onoe come 
to Jesus and find that rest whiah the Saviour expresses Himself as so 
willing to give! With all simplicity, then, let me explain to you the way of 
salvation, '' Come unto Me, all ye that labour and a1J0 heavy laden.'' 

The way to be saved is to come to Jesus. To come to Jesus 
means to pray to Him, to trust in Him, to rely upon Him. Each 
man who trusts in another may be said to come to that other for
help. Thus to trust in Jesus is to come to Him. In order to do this 
I must give up all reliance upon myself, or anything I could do 
or have done, or anything I do feel or can feel. Nor must I feel the 
slightest dependence upon anything that a. priest can do for. me. I must 
cease from creature helps and carnal rites, to rest myself upon Jesus. That 
is what my Saviour means when He says, "Come unto Me.'' The exhort
ation is very personal. '' Come unto Me," says He. He saith not come 
to My ministers to consult them, nor come to My sacraments to observe 
them, nor come to My Bible to study its teaching-interesting and 
a~vantageous as under some circumstances any or all of these counsels 
might be; but He invites us in the sweetest tone of friendship, saying, 

* Thie Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and tra.nslatilig is reserved 
No. 190, NEw SERIES, 
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"Come to Me." For a poor sinner this is the truest means of succour. 
Let him resort to the blessed Lord Himself. To trust in a crucified 
Saviour is the way of si,J.vation. Let him leave everything else and fly 
away to Christ, and look at His dear wounds as He hangs upon the cross. 
I am afraid many people are detained from Christ by becoming entangled 
in the meshes of doutrine. Some with heterodox doctrine, others with 
orthodox doctrine, content themselves. They think that they have ad
vanced far enough. They flatter their souls that they have ascertained the 
truth! But the fact is it is not the truth as a letter which saves anybody. 
It is the truth as a person-it is Jesus Christ, who is the way, the truth, 
and the life, whom we need to apprehend. 

Our confidence must rest entirely upon Him. " Come unto Me," saith 
Jesus," Come unto Me and I will give you rest." 

The exhortation is in the present tense. " Come" now; do not wait; 
do not tarry ; do not lie at the pool of ordinances, but come unto Me; 
come now at once, immediately, just where you are, just as you are. 
Wherever the summons finds you, rise without parley, without an instant's 
delay. '' Come.'' I know that the human mind is very ingenious, and it 
is especially perverse when its own destruction is threatened. By som(l 
means or other it will evade this simple call. "Surely," says one, "there 
must be something to do besides that.'' Nay, nothing else is to be done. 
No preliminaries are requisite. The whole way of salvation is to trust in 
Jesus. Trust Him now. That done, you are saved. Rely upon His 
finished work. Know that He has mediated on your behalf. Commit thy 
sinful self to His saving grace. A change of heart shall be yours. All 
that you need He will supply. 

" There is life in a look at the crucified Ona; 
There is life at this moment for thee." 

So sweet an invitation demands a spontaneous acceptance. Come just 
as you are. " Come unto Me,'' saith Christ. He does not say, " Come 
when you have washed and cleansed yourself." Rather shouid·you come 
to be cleansed. He does not say, "Come when you have clothed 
yourself and made yourself beautiful with good works.'' Come to be 
made beautiful in a better righteousness than you can wear. Come 
naked and let Him gird thee with fine linen, cover thee with silk, 
and deck thee with jewels. He does not say, " Come when your 
conscience is tender, come when your heart is penitent, when your soul is 
full of loathing for sin, and your mind is enlighte]l.ed with knowledge and 
enlivened with joy. But ye that labour, ye that are heavy laden, He bids 
you to come as you are. Come oppressed with your burdens, begrimed 
with your labours, dispirited with your toils. If the load that bends you 
double to the earth be upon your shoulders, just come as you are. Take 
no plea in your mouth but this-He bids you come. That shall suffice as 
a warrant for your coming, and a security for your welcome. If Jesus 
Christ bids you, who shall say you nay? 

He puts the matter very exclusively. "Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden." Do nothing else but come to Him. Do you 
want 1·est? come to Him for it. The old proverb bath it that " betwixt 
two stools we come to the ground." Certainly, if we trust parUy in Christ 
and partly in ouri.elves, we shall fall lower than the ground, We shall 
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sink to hell. "Come unto Me" is the whole gospel. "Come unto Me," 
)/[ix nothing with it.. Acknowledge no other obedience, Obey Christ and 
Him alone. Come unto Me. You cannot go in. two opposite directions. 
Let your tottering footsteps bend their way to m!ll alone. Mix anything 
with Him, and the possibility of your salvation is gone. Yours be the 
happy resolve-

"Nothing in my hands I bring: 
Simply to tha cross I cling." 

This must be your cry if you are to be accepted at all. Come, then, ye 
that labour, ye horny-handed sons of toil. Come ye to Jesus. He invites 
you. Ye that stew and toil for wealth, ye merchants, with your many 
-0ares, labourers ye are. He bids yol,l come. Ye students, anxious· for 
knowledge, chary of sleep, burning out the midnight oil. Ye labour with 
exhausted brains, therefore come. Come from struggling after fame. Ye 
pleasure-seekers come: perhaps there is no harder toil than the toil of the 
man who courts recreation and thinks he is taking his ease. Come ye that 
labour in any form or fashion; come to Jesus-to Jesus alone. And 
ye that are heavy laden; ye whose official duties are a burden; ye 
whose domestic cares are a burden; ye whose daily toils are a 
burden; ye whose shame and degradation are a burden; all ye that 
are heavy laden come and welcome. If I attach no exclusive spiritual 
signification to these terms, it is because there is nothing in the 
-0hapter that would warrant such a restriction. Had Christ said, " som~ 
-0f you that labour and are heavy laden, may come." I would have 
said " some" too. Howbeit H9 has not said " some,'' but " all" " that 
labow: and are heavy laden.'' It is wonderful how people twist this text 
about. They alter the sense by misquoting the words. They say, "Come 
ye that are weary and heavy laden.'' After this manner some have even 
preached upon it. Others have attempted to prove that the words were 
intended to define a character rather than to describe condition, so they 
shut out some of those who labour from the kind invitation. But let the 
passage stand in its own simplicity. Let any sinner here, who can say, 
"I labour," though he cannot say spiritually Jabour, come on the bare 
warrant of the word as he finds it written here, he will not be disappointed 
of the mercy promised. Christ will not reject him. Himself hath said it, 
"Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.'' And any man that 
is heavy laden, even though it may not be a spiritual burden that oppresses 
him,yet if he comes heavy laden to Christ he certainly shall find relief. That 
were a wonder without precedent or parallel; such as was never witnessed 
on earth throughout all the generations of men, that a soul should come to 
Jesus, be rebuffed, and told by Him, "l never called you; I never meant 
you; you are not the character; you may not come." Hear, 0 heaven! 
witness, 0 earth! such thing was never heard of. No, nor ever shall it be 
heard of in time or in eternity. That any sinner should come to the 
Saviour by mistake is preposterous. That Jesus should sa-y to him, '' Go 
your way; I never called for you," is incredible. How can ye thus libel 
the sinner's friend? Come ye needy-co:rne ye helpless-come ye simple 
-come ye penitent-come ye impenitent-come ye who are the very vilest 
of the vile. If you do but come, Jesus Christ will receive you, welcome 
you, rejoice over you, and verify to you his thrice blessed promise, " Him 
that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.'' 
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Now to the tug of war. It shall be my main endeavour to press this 
invitation upon you, my good friends, by the arguments which the Saviour 
used. 

Kindly look at the text. Read the words for yourselves. Do you not 
see that the reason why you are solemnly bidden to come to Christ is, 
because He is the appointed mediator. ".A.II things are delivered unto 
Me of My Father." God, even the Father, your Creator, against whom 
you have transgressed, has appointed our Lord Jesus Christ to be the way 
of access for a sinner to Himself. He is no amateur Saviour. He has 
not thrust Himself into the place officiously. He is officially delegated. 
In times of distress, every man is at liberty to do his best for the public 
welfare; but the officer commissioned by his Sovereign is armed with a 
supreme right to give counsel or to exercise command. Away there in 
Bengal, if there are any dying of famine, and I have rice, I may distribute 
it of my own will at my own charge. But the commissioner of the district 
has a specia.l warranty which I do not possess; he has a function to dis
charge; it is his business, his vocation; he is authorised by the Govern
ment, and responsible to the Government to do it. So the Lord Jesus 
Christ has not only a deep compassion of heart for the necessities of men, 
but he has God's authority to support Him. The Father delivered all 
things into His hands, and appointed Him to be a Saviour. All that 
Christ teaches has this superlative sanction. He teaches you nothing of 
His own conjecture. "What I have heard of the Father," He saith, "that 
reveal I unto you." The Gospel is not a scheme of His suggestion. He 
reveals it fresh from the heart of God. Remember that the promises 
Christ makes are not merely His surmises, but they are promises with the 
stamp of the court -of heaven upon them. Their truth is guaranteed by 
God. It is not possible they should fail. Sooner might heaven and earth. 
pass away than one word of His fall flat to the ground. Your Saviour, 
0 sinner-your only Saviour-is one whose teachings, whose invitations, 
and whose promises have the seal royal of the King of kings upon them. 
What more do you want? Moreover, the Father has given all things into 
His hands in the sense of government. Christ is king everywhere. God 
has appointed Christ to be a mediatorial'prince over all of us,-1 say over 
us all,-not merely over those who accept His sovereignty, but even over 
the ll!lgodly. He hath given Him power over all flesh, that He may give 
eternal 'life to as many as He has given Him. It is of no use your 
rebelli.H against Christ, and saying,'' We will not have Him,"-the old 
cry, "~ will not have this man to reign over us." How read ye in the 
se~ond ,Psalm ? " \Vhy do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a 
vam thmg ? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together against the Lord, and against His anointed. Yet have I 
set m:y: King upon my holy hill of Zion." Christ is supreme. You wi!J 
~ave e1th~r to submit to His sceptre willingly, or else to be broken by His 
rron rod hke a potter's vessel. Which shall it be? Thou must either bow 
or be broken; make your choice. You must bend or break. God help you 
wisely to resolve an~ gratefully relent. Has the Father appointed C11rist 
to stand between Him and His sinful creatures? Has He put the govern
ment upon IIis shoulders, and given Him a name called \Vonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty, the everlasting King? Is He Emmanuel, God 
with us, in God's stead? With what reverence are we bound to receive 
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Him! Moreover, all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, of mercy 
and goodness, are laid up in Christ. You recollect when Pharaoh had 
corn to sell in Egypt, what reply he made to all who applied to him : " Go 
to Joseph." It would have been no use saying, "Go to Joseph," if Joseph 
had not the keys of the garner ; but he had, and there was no garner that 
could be opened in Egypt unless Joseph lent the key. In like manner, all 
the garners of mercy are under the lock and key of Jesus Christ, "who 
-0peneth, and no man shutteth; who shutteth, and no man openeth.'' 
When you require any bounty or benefit of God, you must repair to Jesus 
for it. The Father has put all power into His hands. He has committed 
the entire work of mercy to His Son, that through Him as the appoin,ted 
mediator, all blessings should be dispensed to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, wherein He bath made us accepted in the beloved." Now, sirs, 
do you want to be saved? I charge you to say whether you do or not; for 
if you care not for salvation, why sh0iuld I labour among you? If yon 
choose your own ruin, you need no counsel; you will make sure of it by 
your own neglect. Bnt if you want salvation, Christ is the only authorised 
person in heaven and earth who can save you, .. There is no other name 
given among men whereby we must be saved.'' The Father hath delivered 
all things into His keeping. He is the authorised Saviour. " Come unto 
Me," then, "all ye that labour and are heavy laden." 

This argument is further developed by another consideration: Christ is 
a well-furnished mediator. "Alt thin_qs are delivered unto Me," he said, 
"of My Father.'' Sum up all that the sin.ner wants, and you will find 
Him able to supply you with all. You want pardon: it is delivered unto 
Christ of the Father. You want change of heart: it is delivered unto 
Christ of the Father. You want righteousness in which you may be 
accepted : Christ has it. You want to be purged from the love of sin : Christ 
can do it. You want wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re
demption. It is all in Christ. You are afraid that if you start on the 
mad to heaven, you cannot hold on. Persevering grace is in Christ. You 
think you will never be perfect ; but perfection is in Christ, for all believers 
being saints of God and servants of Christ, are complete in Him. Between 
hell-gate and heaven-gate there is nothing a sinner can need that is not 
treasured up in His blessed person. "It pleased the Father that in Him 
should a11 fulness dwell.'' He is ''full of grace and truth." Oh sinner, 
I wish I could constrain you to feel as I do nqw, that had I never come 
to Christ_before, I must come to Him now, just now. Directly I understand 
that, • 

" Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want, 
l\fore than all in Thee I find." 

Why then should I not come ? Is it because I want something before I 
come? Make the question your own. ·where are you going to seek it? 
All things are delivered unto Christ. To whom should you go for ought 
you crave? Is there another who can aid you when Christ is in possession 
of all? Do you want a tender conscience? Come to Christ for it. Do 
you want to feel the guilt of your sin ? Come to Christ to be made 
sensitive to its shame. Are you just what you ought not to be? Come 
to Christ to be made what you ought to be, for everything is in Christ. 
Tu there aI1ything that ean be obtained elsewhere and brought to Him? 
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The invitation to you is founded upon the explanation that accompanies it. 
"All things are delivered unto Me of My Father:" "therefore come unto 
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." The 
argument is so exclusive, that it only wants a willing mind to make it 
welcome. Only let God the Holy Spirit bless the word, and sinners will 
eome to Christ ; for unto Him shall the gathering of the people be. 

Now note the next argument. Come to Christ, ye labouring ones, 
because He is an inconceivably great Mediator. Where do I get that? 
Why, from this-that no man knows him but the Father, So great is He, 
so-good, so full of all manner of precious store for needy sinners. No man 
knows Him but the Father. He is too excellent for our puny understand
ing to estimate His worth. None but the infinite God can comprehend 
His value as a Saviour, Has any one here been saying, " Christ cannot 
save me; I am such a big sinner." You don't know Him, my friend, you 
don't know Him. You are measuring Him according to your little insig
nificant notions. High as the heavens are above the earth, so high are 
His ways above your ways, and His thoughts than your thoughts. You 
don't know Him, sinner, and no one does know him but His Father. Why, 
some of us who have been saved by Him, thought when we saw the blessecl 
mystery of His substitutionary sacrifice, that we knew all about Him ; but 
we have found that He grows upon our view the nearer we approach, and 
the more we contemplate him. Some of you have now been Christians for 
thirty or forty years, and you know much more of Him than you used to 
do ; but you do not know Him yet; your eyes are dazzled by His bright
ness; you do not know Him. And the happy spirits before the throne 
who have been there, some of them, three or four thousand years, have 
hardly begun to spell the first letter of His name. He is too grand ancl 
too good for them to comprehend. I believe that it will be the growing 
wonder in eternity to find out how precious a Christ, how IJOWerful, how 
immutable-in a word, how Divine a Christ He is in whom we have 
trusted. Only the infinite can understand the infinite. '' God only knows: 
the love of God,'' and only the Father understands the Son. Oh, I wish 
I had a week in which to talk on this, instead of a few minutes! Yon 
want a great Saviour? Well, here He is. Nobody can depict Him, or
describe Him, or even imagine Him, except the infinite God Himself. 
Come, then, poor sinner, sunken up to your neck in crime, black as hell
come unto Him. Come, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and prove 
Him to be your Saviour. The fact that no one knows how great a Saviour 
He is except His Father may encourage you. 

. Now for another argument. Come to Him because He is an infinitely 
·wise Saviour. He is a Mediator who understands both persons on whose 
behalf He mediates. He understands you. He has summed and reckoned 
you 1;JP, and He has made you out to be a heap of sin and misery, and 
nothmg else. The glory of it is that He understands God whom you have 
offended, for it is written-'' Neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
the Son,'' and He knows the Father. Oh, what a mercy that is to havi, 
one to go before God for me who knows Him intimately. He knows his 
Father's will; He knows His Father's wrath. No man knows it but Him
self. He has suffered it. He knows His Father's love. He alone can 
feel it-such love as God felt for sinners. He knows how His Father's 
wrath has been turned away by His precious blood; He knows the Father 
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as a Judge whose anger no longer burns against those for whom the 
Atonement has been made. He knows the Father's heart. He knows the 
Father's secret purposes. He knows the Father's will is that whosoever 
:ieeth the Son and believeth on Him shall have everlasting life. He knows 
the decrees of God, and yet He says, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,'' There is nothing in that 
contrary to the decrees of God; for Jesus knows what the decrees are, and 
He would not speak in contradiction to them. He knows God's require
ments. Sinner, whatever it is God requires of you, Christ knows what 
they are, and He is ready to meet them. " The law is holy, and just, and 
good," and Jesus knows it, for the law is in His heart. Justice is very 
stem, and Jesus knows it, for Jesus has felt the edge of the sword of 
justice, and knows all about it. He is fully equipped for the discharge of 
His mediatorial office, and those that put their trust in Him shall find that 
He wiH bear them through. Often, when a prisoner at the bar has a 
barrister who understands his work, 'and is perfectly competent for the 
defence, his friends say to him-" Your case is safe, for if there is a man 
in England who can get you through, it is that man." But my Master is 
an advocate who never lost a case. He has a plea at the throne of God 
that never failed yet. Give Him-oh, give Him your cause to pleotd, nor 
doubt the Father's grace. Poor sinner, He is so wise an advocate that you 
may well come to Him, and He will give you rest. But I must not weary 
you, although there is a fulness of matter on which I might enlarge. 

With one other argument I conclude. He is an indispensable Mediator. 
The only Mediator, so the text says. '' Neither knoweth any man the 
Father, save the Son.'' Christ knows the Father; no one else knows Him, 
save the Son. There is none other that can approach unto God. It is 
Christ for your Saviour, or no Saviour at all Salvation is in no other; 
and if you will not have Christ, neither can you have salvation. Obserre 
how that is, It is certain that no man knows God except Christ. It is 
equally certain that no man can come to God except by Christ. He says 
it peremptorily; "No man cometh to the Father but by Me." Not less 
certain is it that no man can please the Father except through Christ, for 
'' without faith it is impossible to please Him." No faith is worth having 
except the grace that is founded and based upon the Lord Jesus Christ 
and Him only. Oh, then, souls, since you are shut up to it by a blessed 
necessity, say at once, "I will to the gracious Prince approach, and take 
Jesus to be my all in all." If I might hope you would do this early, I 
could go back to my home and retire to my bed, praising God for the work 
that was done, and the result that was achieved. Let us reiterate again 
and again the Gospel we have to declare, the very essence of the Gospel it 
is which we proclaim. Trust your souls with Jesus and your souls are 
saved. He suffered in the room, and place, and stead of all that trust 
Him. If you rely upon Him by an act of simple faith, the simplest 
act in all the world, immediately you so rely you are forgiven, your trans
gressions are blotted out for His name's sake. He stands in spirit among 
us at thiR good hour, and says, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and,are 
heavy laden;'' and He gives you these arguments, which ought to convince 
you. I pray they may. He is an authorised Saviour, and a well furnished 
Saviour. He is the friend of God and the friend of man. God grant you 
may accept Him, and find the b9on which He alone can bestow. 
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ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

BY JABEZ BURNS, D.D., LL.D 0 

No. 9.-J0HN CALVIN. 

JoHN CALVIN, or Cauvi.n, was born 
at Noyon, in Picardy, on the Hlth 
of July, 1509. His parents were of 
humble but respectable condition, 
and his father made great sacrifices 
for ihe education of his son. He 
was a diligent and apt student, and 
on leaving the college, Dela-Mache, 
he removed to that of Montaign, 
andrapidlyprogressed in his studies. 
In early life he indicated a serious 
regard for Divine things, and an 
extreme horror of open wickedness. 
In 1529 his father obtained a bene
fice for him in the cathedral of 
Noyon, his native place. Here he 
often preached, and we believe his 
ministry was more than ordinarily 
acceptable. He devoted himself to 
a most · painstaking study of the 
Holy Scriptures, and was abundantly 
rewarded for his labours and zeal 
in this direction. At twenty-four 
he was highly valued for the evi
dences he gave of an earnest re
ligious life. During his residence 
in Paris, he renounced all other 
pursuits in science and philosophy, 
&nd consecrated his heart and life 
to the study of theology, and be
came a frequent attendant on secret 
assemblies, where the friendAI .of a 
reformed religion conversed' for 
mutual edification. Soon after he 
retired to Xaintonge, and composed 
various formularies of sermons, 
Christian exhortations to a spiritual 
religious life. Persecutions and 
vile reproaches were heaped on the 
noble band of Christian men who 

sought emancipation from the dark
ness and bondage of Popery. To 
exhibit the theology of the New 
Testament, he wrote and published 
his " Christian Institutes,'' and 
henceforth we see him exhibiting 
high - toned spiritual piety, and 
labouring in preaching and writing 
to uphold and extend the Protestant 
Reformation. In 1536 we find him 
invited to help the illustrious Farel 
in 'his ministerial and ecclesiastical 
work in Geneva; and now Provi
dence has fixed him in a sphere of 
holy labour and intense activity, 
which absorbed all his powers, and 
exhausted life itself, when only 
about twenty-five yea.rs of age. 

His pulpit in Geneva is yet shown 
to visitors, and his numerous works 
survive to exhibit his learning, 
talents, and industry in the cause of 
God and men. His high-toned 
religious character was indisputably 
evident alike to friends and enemies, 
but perhaps it had less sunshine and 
joyousness in it than was perceptible 
iu Luther and some other reformers. 
As an author, the numerous folios 
handed down to us show that of all 
working, painstaking toilers in that 
department of work, he had few 
equals. 

Most of his discourses were ex
poRitory. It is no small honour to 
Calvin that the circumst1mce of 
being born in the later ages of 
Christianity, detracts nothing from 
his reputation. Should we here be 
opposed by the names of Austin and 
of Chrysostom, we J,Day safely_reply 
tl:rnt if Calvin had been born m the 
age of the fathers, he would have 
been one of the most eminent. 
Abating that veneration which is 
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excited by antiquity, our author, it 
is apprehended, will not suffer by a 
comparison with these illustrious 
fathers. To say nothing of the 
errors into which the ancient fathers 
have fallen, it is sufficiently evident 
that, with respect to an extended 
apprehension of the mysteries of 
Divine truth, Calvin has surpassed 
them all. Should this praise be 
charged with being exaggerated, we 
refer for a corroboration of it to a 
comparative view of the writings of 
the respective authors. 

St. Chrysostom has explained the 
Psalms, St. Austin has also written 
upon them. Calvin, after them,has 
composed commentaries upon them. 
To this comparison we refer the 
claims of Calvin, persuaded that 
every candid mind will instantly 
perceive the superiority of the re
former, and that the preface to his 
Oommentary on the Psalms is alone 
worth their whole works. What 
father of the Church has left behind 
him so complete an explication of 
all the books of saored Scriptures, 
with the exception only of the closing 
Book of the Revelations? "Joseph 
Scaliger, who scarcely thought any 
man worth his commending, could 
not forbear admiring Calvin; and 
he praised him, among other things, 
for not commenting on the Reve
lations, while he owned him far the 
happiest of all the commentators in 
apprehending the sense of the pro
phets." And Pasquiersays, "Calvin 
was a good writer, both in Latin 
and French, and our French tongue 
is highly obliged to him for enrich
ing it with so great a number of fine 
expressions." It is said, though 
Calvin was extensively kriown and 
read as a commentator, the work 
which did him most honour, and 
procured him the greatest celebrity, 
was his Christian Institutions, a 
work written in defence of the Pro
testants, and intended by its author 

to be a complete system of theology. 
We give a selection or two, in 
which his style as a writer will be 
clearly seen. 

On the immortality of the soul, 
a doctrine which, while it confers 
upon a future state all its interesting' 
attractions, diminishes in proportion 
the temporary and evanescent grati
fications of the present state, our 
author uses the following just and 
expressive language :-

" That there are in man two dif. 
ferent parts, a soul and a body, is 
,evident beyond the smallest doubt. 
By the word soul, I understand an 
immortal but created essence, the 
most noble and excellent part of 
human nature, and which the Scrip
tures sometimes call spirit. For 
though these two names, when 
joined togetlwr, have a different sig
nification, the word spirit, when 
used separately, has the same im
port as that of soul. As when 
Solomon, speaking of death, says, 
'Then shall the spirit return unto 
God who gave it.' And Jesus Christ, 
by commending His spirit to God 
His Father (as well as Stephen to 
Jesus Christ), intends simply that 
when the soul quits the prison of 
the body, God is its guardian and 
depositary. As to those who imagine 
that the soul is thus called spirit, 
becaus$ it is simply a breath, or a 
vigour divinely infused into the body 
without having in itself any sub
stance, the truth of the thing itself, 
and the Scriptures at large, evidently 
show how grossly they impose upon 
themselves. 

" ~e conscience, by distinguish
ing 1iefween good and evil, corre
sponding to the judgment of God, 
furnishes a certain and infallible 
proof that the spirit is immortal. 
For how should a simple motion 
without essence, penetrate even to 
the tribunal of God, and alarm us 
on account of the condemnation 
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which we have merited? Can the 
body be susceptible of the fear of a 
spiritual punishment? Who does 
not perceive that such a sentiment 
belongs to the soul alone ? From 

, whence it follows clearly, that the 
' soul is neither without essence nor 
a particular subsistence. 

"Secondly, the knowledge which 
we have of God, testifies that the 
soul which rises above the world 
must be immortal. For 11an a feeble 
inspiration without sulJijistence, a 
vigour capable of becomti:tg extinct 
and of vanishing, be considered as 
capable of rising to the source of 
life ? Indeed, so many rare and 
excellent qualities, with which the 
human soul is ornamented, and 
which clearly show that there are, 
I know not what characters of 
divinity deeply impressed upon it, 
are also· evident testimonies of its 
imIQ,Ortality. For the instinct of 
brutes is limited to their bodies, or 
extends no farther than the objects 
which present '.themselves to their 
sensuality. But the activity of the 
human spirit, which traverses heaven 
and earth, penetrates into the ~ecrets 
of nature, and after having embraced 
all the varieties of the universe in its 
understanding and memory, disposes 
each of them in its order, and ac
cording to its rank, and ascertains 
things future from those which are 
passed, shows evidently that there 
is in man a secret and hidden quality 
distinct and different from his bodv. 
By our understanding we conceive 
of God and of angels, who are 
spiritual and invisible substances, 
which in no respect applies to the 
body. We distinguish whatis right, 
just, and honest, from what is not 
so, which corporal senses are inca
pable of; the mind must therefore 
be the seat where this intelligence 
resides. Even sleep itself, the em
blem of death, is an express witness 
of the immortality of the soul. For 

it not only suggests thoughts and 
conceptions of what has never taken 
place, but affords also presentiments 
and presages of things yet to come. 
I briefly touch these subjects, which 
profane writers have set off with 
magnificence and exquisite elo
quence, but it is sufficient simply to 
indicate them to Christian readers. 

"Besides which, if the soul, sepa• 
rated from the body, had no subsist
ence, the Scriptures would not teach 
us as they do,that we dwell in houses 
of clay, and that man at death is 
unclothed of mortality, and will re
ceive at the last day that which is 
due to the good or bad actions done 
in the body. Now these passages, 
and others of the same kind, which 
are very numerous, not only dis
tinguish the soul from the body, but 
in attributing to him the name of 
man in general, they also declare 
the soul to be the principal part. 
St. Paul exhorting the faithful to 
cleanse themselves from all filthiness 
of flesh and of spirit, refers without 
hesitation to two subjects in which 
the pollutions of sin reside. St. Peter 
also, calling Jesus Christ the shep
herd and bishop of souls, would 
havEf spoken unadvisedly if there 
were no souls towards whom he 
exercised such a function. 

'' ,vhat he says of the salvation 
of our souls would be ill-founded, 
as well as what he commands us, 
'As strangers and pilgrims, to ab
stain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul.' The same remark 
applies to what we read in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, that pastors 
watch for souls as they that must 
give account, which would in no 
respect be suitable, if souls possessed 
no existence proper to them. 

" This is more fully and more 
clearly expressed in those words of 
Jesus Christ, in which He commands 
us to fear Him who, after having 
killed the body, i.a able tuso to cast 
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soul and body into hell. Add to 
this that, if souls delivered from the 
fetters of the body had no subsist
ence after that separation, it is with 
great impropriety that Jesus Christ 
represents the soul of Lazarus as 
enjoying repose and felicity in 
Abraham's bosom; and on the con
trary, that of the rich man as 
plunged in the torments of hell. 
But not to insist any longer upon a 
thing so little doubtful, I shall only 
add that St. Luke planes it amongst 
the errors of the Sadduceans that 
they believed that there was no re• 
surrection, nor angels, nor spirit." 

His rigid predestinarianism is 
most effectually controlled by his 
views of experimental and practical 
religion, which he was ever anxious 
to enforce, and his private foibles 
and mistakes are only as the spots 
on the disc of the great orb of day. 
That he erred in reference to Ser
vetus is most probable, and that 
fervid emotional Catholic love was 
not his chief virtue, may well be 
accepted; but that he was a glorious 
light in dark times, a noble warrior 
in the cause of truth, and one mighty 
in the Scriptures, and whose Expo
sition and other writings form a 
grand treasury of knowledge for the 
college and Church, will be not dis
puted ... 

While there is another stand-point 
than his for surveying the realms of 
theology, yet men of every diversi
fied form of faith must acknowledge 
the munificent riches of God's favour 
to His Church, in raising and quali
fying Calvin for his comprehensive 
and immortal labours. His illness 
and death are thus given :-

,, On tbe 10th of March, being 
dressed and seated before the table 
at which he was accustomed to 
write, he was visited by Beza and 
other friends : upon seeing them he 
leaned his head upon one of his 
hands, a.ppa.rently meditating, and 

addressed them in a low voice, bnt 
with a cheerful and open counte
nance, saying :- • I return you my 
thanks, my very dear brethren, for 
all the care you take of me ; I hope 
you will soon be relieved from it, 
and that in a fortnight I shall assist 
in your assembly for the last time; 
for I think that after that time, the 
Lord will remove me from this world, 
and raise me to His Paradise.''' 

On the 24th of March he assisted 
at the assembly as he had predicted, 
and when it was concluded, he re-

' marked that God had given him 
some respite; and having taken up 
the New Testament, he read some 
of the marginal annotations, and 
asked his colleagues their opinions 
on what he had read; for he had 
undertaken the revision and correc
tion of those notes. Being fatigued 
with the exertions of the day, he 
was worse on the morrow. 

On the 27th, being carried to the 
council, he walked, supported by 
two men, to the hall in which the 
seigneurs were assembled ; where, 
being uncovered, he thanked them 
for all the favours which he had re
ceived from them, and particularly 
for the proofs of affection which 
they had shown him in his last 
illness: '' For I feel," said he, "that 
I shall not again have the honour 
of appearing in this place.'' Having, 
with much difficulty, made this 
speech, he took his leave of them 
weeping. 

Though· extremely reduced, he 
was carried to the church on the 
2nd of April, when he heard the 
whole of the sermon, and received 
from the hands of Bez11, the Lord's 
Supper; and, feeble as w11,s his voice, 
he joined in sinaing the psalms. 
His countenance 

O 

was so cheerful 
and serene, that the congre_gation 
were delighted with the sight of 
their, pastor's great joy and entire 
resignation. 
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It is not easy to conceive a more 
interesting scene: on the on<J hand 
an illustrious reformer and venerable 
pastor anticipating the resplendmt 
crown of righteousness awaiting 
him, and, though willing to abide in 
his earthly tabernacle for the sake 
of his beloved flock, having also a 
desire to depart and to be with 
Christ ; on the other hand a devoted 
people, grateful to their spiritual 
benefactor for his laborious exertions 
and edifying example, willing to 
resign him to the society of the 
blessed above, and thankful for his 
apparent meetness for it. He died 
May 24, 1564. 

KEEPING THE HEART. 

BY REV. W. FRITH. 

THERE are some weighty reasons 
why the heart should be kept with 
all diligence, otherwise we should 
never have had the very solemn in
junction from the Holy Ghost. One 
of the most powerful reasons is 
this: it is the seat of the new nature. 
Every Christian is declared to be 
the subject of a new nature, called 
a "new heart,'' a "new man," a 
"new birth" (palingenesia). Now 
this new nature has its seat in the 
heart, "for u·ith the heart man be
lieveth unto righteousness." 

It is not within our province or 
our power to explain the modus 
existendi of this "seed that remaineth 
in him" who is" born aoain." No, 
its existence and operation are far 
beyond t~e ken of our perception or 
explanat10n ; but it is our duty to 
maintain the truth of the fact. This 
is the special work and prerogative 
of Him "who searcheth the hearts 
and trieth the reins of the children 
of men." It is enough for us to 
know that itB seat is in the heart; 

and that, therefore, IT must be" kept 
with all diligence,'' as the casket 
which contains the precious jewel. 
And if this new nature is "the in
corruptible seed that l..iveth and 
abideth for ever,'' then the heart 
may be regarded as the sacred 
"garden of the soul." And if so, 
with what unremitting vigilance 
should it be regarded! With what 
prayerful watchfulness should every 
one of its many avenues be "kept!" 
How careful should we be lest in 
this "garden of the Lord" there 
should lurk, under the verdant 
foJiage of" the planting of the Lord,': 
any of the " seed of the serpent ! ' 
Or lest, while we exhibit in our 
outer life, and in the view of our 
fellow Christians " the beauties of 
holiness," there should yet be che
rished, deep down in the heart, some 
"root of bitterness," which, after 
growth and development, may 
"spring up and trouble us." This 
is by no means an uncommon case ! 
For there are thousands who are re
joicing, and even boasting, that they 
"have passed from death unto life," 
yet who, because they are not keep
ing their heart with all diligence, 
" are bearing the image of the 
earthly " in a deformed religious 
life, rather than, as they should, the 
"image of the heai:enly !" 

This, however, must not be, if we 
are to be "obedient children," and 
"keep ourselves unspotted from the 
world.'' No ; far otherwise: for if 
we are to have our souls " like a 
well-watered garden,'' we must live 
above the world, high up, in com
munion with God. Elijah made 
the valleys to flow with water by 
kneeling on the top of Carmel, and 
if we make Elijah's act an example 
for ourselves, " He, who is as the 
dew unto Israel," who '' holdeth the 
waters above the firmament" in 
"the hollow of His hand,'' " will 
cause us to hear the sound of 
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abundance of rain ; " " our " leaf 
also shall not wither, " and what
soever we do shall prosper." But 
in order that this may be so, let us 
seek the aid of the Spirit-'' pray
ing in the Holy Ghost"-that our 
hearts may be kept rather by Him 
'' who keepeth Israel." Therefore, 
" watch and pray." Be circum
spect! "Be sober, be vigilant ! " 
" Keep your heart with all dili
gence." 

Gunnersbui·y. 

"NOW CONCERNING THE 
COLLECTION." 

BY T. W. MEDHURST, 

THE conscience of Christians needs 
to be aroused with respect to the 
matter of giving to the cause of God. 
The present is a time of much 
worldly prosperity, but the coffers 
of the Lord's house are not appre
Giably augmented in consequence, 
Christian people need educating in 
the theology of giving their gold and 
silver to Jesus. The promise is 
made concerning Christ, "And He 
shall live, and to Him shall be gioen 
of the gold of Sheba : prayer also 
shall be made for Him continually ; 
and daily shall He be praised" 
(Ps. lxxii. 15). Here is cause for 
great joy to loving hearts, The 
cause of King Jesus will not stand 
still for want of funds. The silver 
and the gold are His, and He will 
constrain His people to bring to 
Him their gifts; nevertheless, are 
not many of our Church members 
leaving it to others to honour the 
Lord with their substance, while 
they themselves,·, rob God" by with
holding from Him their "tithes and 
offerings? '' (Malachi iii. 8). The 
Apostle, by inspiration, wrote direct
ing Christians as to the time, mannel', 

and proportion of Christian giving. 
Let us remind ourselves of his 
words: "Now concerning the col
lection for the saints, as I have 
given order to the Churches of 
Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the 
first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him, that there be 
no gatherings when I come" (1 Cor. 
xvi. 1, 2). This inspired order is 
binding, as to its spirit, on all the 
Churches down to the end of time, 
and, were it universally attended to, 
ample means would always be to 
liand for all the purposes of the 
Church of Christ. The circum
stance giving rise to this order was 
local, but the order is placed in the 
record for the guidance of all Chris
tians in all places and in all ages. 

The following is, we feil.r, though 
severe, too true. We commend it 
to the careful consideration of the 
readers of the BAFTIST 1\bssENGER. 
The writer, who is unknown to us, 
says:-

•• LoorPHOBIA is a moral weak
ness or a spiritual disease afliiding 
some of the members of our congre
gations. As HYDH.OPHouu is an un
natural dread of water, so LOGlPHOBL\ 
is an unnatural dread of chapel or 
church collections. LomA is the 
word Paul uses to designate the 
collection he exhorted the Corinthian 
Church to make every Lord's Day 
(1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2J. Now, as people 
bitten by mad dogs _have an un
natural hatred to water, so those 
afflicted with this disease have an 
unnatural aversion to a collection 
foi' any onJeet whatever. So THEY 

STAY AWAY FltOM THEIR A0CUSTOMEI> 
PLACE OF WORSHIP ON COLLECTlO~ 
SuNDAYs. As in cases of 11Ynno
PHOBIA the poor sufferer is equally 
affected no matter what is the quality 
of the water, so the poor victim of 
LOGlPHODIA is equally affected no 
matter for what purpose the callee-
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tion is announced. So he resolutely 
keeps away from it, as though to face 
it would be death. In severe cases 
of HYDROPHOIIIA it does not need the 
sight of water to awaken the horror 
-anytliing that suggests the idea 
of drinking is sufficient-so the mere 
mention of any benevolent scheme 
tchich may possibly lead to a col
lection is sufficient to excite the most 
formidable objections. There are 
milder forms of this disease, which 
allow the sufferer to put in one 
11,ppearance on a colleation day. It 
shows itself also in a desire to invent 
excuses for staying at home on such 
occasions; for the victim cannot 
be~r the thought that he has any
thmg seriously the matter with him. 
It shows itself at other times in a 
,trange desire to go and hear some 
ltrange preacher on collection Sun
days. Some profess only to object 
to the manner in which the collec
tion is made, not to the thing itself, 
-as a rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet, so to them 
a collection in any other form would 
be as objectionable. Native illi
berality cannot be hidden under the 
ap~earance of an eminent spirit
uality. To them giving is a pri
vate aoncern. ·what they give is 
NOTHING to anybody. If their 
left hand questioned their right hand 
as to the extent of its liberality, its 
answer would be, " Story of my own 
I have none to tell, sir." 'l'hey never 
dream of liberality being a Christian 
duty unless it be in the form of a 
h_orrible _nightmare! We must get 
rid of tlus disease. \Ve must seek 
to rise above suspicion of being in 
any degree ta.inted with it. It is 

horribly infectious. It makes rapid 
progress. It is well-nigh incurable. 
It shuts out of " THE KISGDOM OF 
Gon," even as LEPROSY shut out 
of the camp of Israel." 

Dear reader, ask yourself this 
question : " Am I contributing to 
the cause of God as God hath en
abled me to do?" Let your answer 
be honestly given to God Himself; 
then you will be able to remind Goel 
of His own promise, and ask Him 
to fulfil it in your experience. The 
promise runs thus: " Bring ye all 
the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in Mine house, 
and prove Me now herewith, saith 
the LoRn of Hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive 
it" (Mal. iii. 10). Put God to the 
test, prove Him now, and you shall 
find Him to be faithful to His word. 

"For souls redeemed, for sins forgiven, 
For means of grace, and hopes of 

heaven, 
Father, what can to Thee bo given, "'I 

Who givest all? 

"We lose •hat on ourselves we spend, 
We have as treasure without end 
Whatever, Lord, to Thee we fond, 

Who givos\ all. 

"Vfl1atever, Lord, we lend to Thoe, 
Repaid a thousand-fold will bo ; 
Then gladly will we give to Thee, 

Who givest all; 

"To Thee, from Whom we all derive 
Our life, our gifts, our power to giv& 
0, may we ever with Thee liTe, 

Who giTaat I'll!" 

Landport, Portsmoulh. 
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THE JOY3 AND SORROWS OF 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

B! SCRUTATOR. 

CHAPTERIX.-A Settlement Effected. 

'' WELL, Tom, we've had three 
lively Church meetin's; but any
how, it's settled at last.'' 

This remark was made in the 
house of a poor invalid member of 
the Baptist Church in Grumble
town. The speaker was also a 
member of the same Church, who 
had kindly come to pay his afflicted 
brother a fraternal visit. 

'' What are they goin' to do, 
Joe? Are they goin' to do all they 
thought o' startin' on?" 

"No; they're goin' to alter the 
chapel, but let the school-house 
alone at present ; and they've had 
something to do to get to that, I can 
tell thee, But afore I give thee the 
the newa, let's know how's your 
foot?" 

"It's gettin' on pretty well, I 
think, Joe, all things considerin'. 
Doctor says it's a wonder it hasn't 
had to be taken off. How much 
d'ye think the coal weighed as 
fell on it? Just half a ton, 
and it came down on it like a 
shot! You should ha' seen it when 
they brought me up into daylight : 
it wur crushed awful. Nobody 
hardly ever thought I should walk 
again on't; it just looked as if some
body had been poundin' it wi' a 
blacksmith's hammer. As it is, I 
expect I shall ha' to go hobblin' wi' 
it till the journey here's done; but 
that's better nor' havin' to wear a 
peg-leg; don't you think so ?'' 

'' I do, Tom. False teeth, the:, 
say, is very good, but after all, I'd 
rather have my own grinders ; so 
give me my own limbs, if they be 
poor 'uns, afore wooden 'uns any 
day. But when do you expect to 
be walkin' out, Tom?'' 

'' Doctor says he thinks I shall 
be able to get out wi' a crutch in 

1 about a fortnight, and I shall then 
a' been in doors three months and a 
half. I've heard somebody say as 
'patience is a fine virtue when it's 
exercised,' and I've had plenty o' 
opportunity o' puttin' that sayin' to 
the test. But God has given me 
patience, I'm thankful to say; 
though glad enough shall I be to be 
once more on the trot. But you 
were goin' to give us an account o' 
these Church meetin's. Let's have 
it from the beginning, for I've heard 
next to nought. Parson says little 
about 'em when he calls, but I often 
think he's down on't.'' 

'' I'll give it thee just as you wants 
it. Better than two months ago the 
first Church meeting was called 
over this special business. We had 
a fair muster, for it had got agate 
that Mr. Snap, for once, was goin' 
to do the handsome, and the thing 
was likely to go on swimmin'ly. 
Mr. Ernest then laid afore us how 
things stood. He didn't deny that 
we wanted the chapel enlarged 
badly, and that we wanted a school
house as well, but he said though it 
wur very kind o' Mr. Snap to pro
mise .£300, and some others to back 
him up liberally too, yet he could 
not see his way clear to land the 
Church in for a debt of £1,000, and 
he therefore proposed that we should 
have atleast two-thirds o' the money 
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in hand 'afore we started. Mr. Cherry 
said he agreed wi' the minister most 
heartily, and so said a few more. 
But Mr. Snap started up and took 
t'other side, and said there would 
be no £300 from him unless they at 
once commenced operations. This 
brought t'othertwo deacons on their 
legs, and a good few o' the members 
who said they didn't like debt any 
more than Mr. Cherry, but they 
thought it wur a pity to lose the 
£300. It took 'em two hours o' 
debate afore they could come to a 
vote, and when they did there were 
found to be exactly thirty on one 
side, and thirty on t'other. Parson 
said that would never do, and so 
they left the consideration o' the 
question until the next monthly 
meetin'. Well, second Church 
meetin' came round, and then they 
found themselves worse off than 
at the first. One o' the deacons 
had changed his mind, so that two 
were for i;toppin' and two for goin' 
on, and the Church was found to be 
split up into four parties. One 
party (mqstly the singers) would do 
nothing unless they'd agree to have 
an organ and do away with the bass 
viol and fiddle; second party thought 
the organ and school-house might 
be let alone at present, and pro
posed to go in for alterin' iihe chapel 
only; third party was for buildin' 
the school-house first, and alterin' 
the chapel, if they could pay for it, 
afterwards; and the Sunday-school 
teachers backed this up famously; 
fourth party thought that while they 
were about it they might as well go 
in for everything handsome, and so 
have chapel altered, school built, 
and a fine organ into the bargain. 
And so they went on, and such 
squabblin' you never har.dly heard. 
I thought once I'd take up my hat 
and walk out and ha' done wi' the 
whole concern, for I wur ashamed 
on't. They could make nothing out, 

and so they adjourned for ,mother 
fortnight. .At first I thought I'd 
stay away, but hearin' tl:at there 
was like to be a settlement, I plucked 
up my courage to go once more and 
see what they'd be after. There 
wur not so many there as at t'other 
two meetin's, a sign as ·some on 
'em, like me, wur beginnin' to be 
tired out. Well, Mr. Ernest made 
a speech to start with, and he did 
give it 'em, I can tell you, He said 
their debates and speeches wur a 
disgrace to 'em, professin', as they 
did, to call themselves a Christian 
Church. It did my heart good to 
hear him, and once I was nearly 
shoutin' out, Bravo! He told 'em 
that unless they'd 11,gree to what he 
was about to propose he'd send in 
his resignation as pastor, without 
any more ado, and go where Provi
dence might send him. It was quite 
plain he thought that they could 
neither build the sch0ol-house or 
have an organ without a heavy debt, 
and that he would never agree to. 
Provided, however, that Mr. Snap 
would give his promised £300 to
wards making the necessary altera
tions in the chapel, he would add 
£20 to it out o' his own small salary, 
and try to beg £::JOO into the bargain, 
and this, he believed, wi' other pro
mises that had been given, would 
pretty well cover what was wanted. 
They stared at him, I can tell you, 
but it brought some on 'em to their 
senses. They found that mild as 
he is generally, he was not goin' to 
be played with, so after a bit o' quiet 
talk it was resolved almost unani
mously-only two hands being held 
up agin' it-to accept Mr. Snap's 
£300, pay off the old debt, and get 
in estimates for alterin' the chapel 
only. And when they'd come to 
that, what do you think they did 
next? Somebody said-I hardly 
know who-' Come, now, let's sing 
the Doxology,' and as true as my 
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name's Joe, they all jumped on their 
feet, and sung 

" Praise Gad from whom all blessings 
flow/' 

right hearty.'' 
" What do they think alterin' 

the chapel will cost, Joe?" 
'' They say about £750, and then 

there's the old debt of £250. If I 
reckon right that's £1000, isn't it?" 

'' Yes, that's ·the sum, but to tell 
you my mind, Joe, I think it won't 
be done wi' that. Stick .£200 more 
on for what they calls extras, and I 
should say that's more like the 
mark; anyhow, the parson's got his 
job afore him. "What wi' committee 
meetin's, deacons' meetin's, ladies' 
sewin' meetin's, teachers' meetin's, 
Church meetin's, and extra meetin's 
o' all sorts, he'll find out (if he 
hasn't done it already) what 
Grumbletown Church is made on 
afore this chapel business is done 
with. I wouldn't say it to anybody, 
but it's my firm notion that if, in
stead o' makin' his kind proposal, 
he'd a taken up his hat and told 'em 
to look out for another parson, and 
then a throwd himself on the kind 
Providence he talked about, he'd a 
been far better off in the long run. 
I've seen it, and seen it long, too, 

EFFECT OF ONE SIN. 

T1rn effect of one wilfully com
mitted vicious action on the inner 
life of a man may be like the effect 
produced by allowing a single drop 
of ink to fall into a glass of pure 
water, which surely, though per
haps imperceptibly, permeates and 
contaminates the whole. 

that nobody gets thanks for doing 
anything good fol' some on 'em in 
Grumbletown Church. 'Kicks not 
kisses' is their motto, and they 
practice it to the full on them as 
tries to serve 'em. We shall see, 
however, how Mr. Ernest goes on. 
It's quite plain to me that he won't 
stand what some o' the t'other 
parsons afore him ha' stood; he's 
too manly for that. He'll let 'em 
go so far and no farther ; and when 
they get to the far end, he'll show 
'em what sort o' stuff he's made on. 
you may depend on't he'll surprise 
'em yet afore he's done wi' 'em." 

" Shouldn't wonder but I must 
be goin'. I promised the missis as 
I'd be back in about an hour to go 
to market wi' her, and it's time I 
was off. Nothin' like keepin' your 
word wi' women if you want to have 
peace in the house, So good-bye, 
Tom, and mind you takes care o' 
yourself." 

".All right, Joe; good afternoon, 
and thanks for your visit. Don't 
forget to remember me to the old 
'ooma·n, and tell her I shall be most 
happy to give you both a call in 
return as soon as ever I can manage 
to hobble as far wi' my crutch." 

(To be continued.) 

FREE TALK. 

HE who indulges in liberty of 
speech will hear things in return 
which he will not like.-TER"'NcE. 

WOULD BE HIS OWN PILOT. 

I ONCE heard of a bright, blythe 
boy, who loved the sea, and very 
young he entered on a sailor's life. 
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He rose to quick promotion, and 
while quite a young man was made 
th& master of a ship. One day a 
passenger spoke to him upon the 
voyage, and asked if he should 
anchor off a certain headland, sup
posing he would anchor there, and 
telegraph for a pilot to take the 
vessel into port. "Anchor ! no, not 
I. I mean to be in dock with the 
morning tide." "I thought, per
haps, you would signal for a pilot?" 
" I am my own pilot,'' was the curt 
reply. Intent upon reaching port 
by morning he took a narrow 
channel to save distance. Old 
bronzed and grey-headed seamen 
turned their swart faces to the sky, 
which boded squally weather, and 
shook their heads ; cautious pas
sengers went to the young captain 
and besought him to take the wider 
course, but he only laughed at their 
fears, and repeated his promise to 
be in dock by daybreak. He was 
ashore before daybreak: his vessel 
wrecked, and he tossed upon the 

beach-dead ! He was his own 
pilot. There was his hlunder-fatal 
suicidal blunder.--ARTHUR MuRSELL. 

A QUESTION FOR THE 
LORD'S TABLE. 

AT thg Lord's-table l\Ir. Crabtree 
was very solemn, faithful, and 
pointed. He often said - " My 
brethren and sisters, we look much 
like saints to-day; what shall we 
be to-morrow?" 

STIRRING PREACHING. 

MR. Morris was once asked by 
Dr. Rush what he thought of a 
clergyman's sermon that the clergy
man had been reading. Said Mr. 
Morris, " It's too smooth and tame 
for me.'' Then said the Doctor, 
'',What sort of a sermon do you 
like?" « Why, sir," said Mr. 
Morris, '' I like that kind of preach
ing which drives a man into the 
corner of his pew, and makes him 
think that the devil is after him." 

LYRICS FOR THE HEART. No. 3. 
BE STILL. 

BB still;-
Tho dew which cheers the drooping leaf, 
To nature's sorrow brings relief, 
And yields a balm for all her griof, 

Is quiet. 
Be still;-
The sun which quickens buried grain, 
Which brings the spring with fruitful 

train, 
And fills the clouds with welcome rain, 

Is quiet. 

Be still;-
The night which bathes the earth in 

peace, 
That bids e'en care from toil to cease, 
And brings to pain a. sweet release, 

Is quiet. 

Bo still;-
The stream that's deepest in its flow, 
Which bids the richest pastures grow, 
Wears fairest tints of rainbow glow, 

Is quiet. 
Be still;-
The grief most deep which ever flies, 
The public gaze of curious eyes, 
And by the Cross most lowly lies, 

Is quiet. 

Be still;-
The love whose fragance ever heals, 
Whose pensive brow thought ever seals, 
And by its work its home reveals, 

Is quiet. 

w. POOLE B.A.LFERN. 
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Jcbitros. 

Note.~ on the Epistle to the Romans. 
By the late JOHN MARSDEN CODE. 
Edited, with Introduction, by J. 
DENHAM SMITH. (Yapp and Haw
kins, 70, Welbeck-strect.) 

Tms small but handsome volume con
tains the Notes ·of an esteemed and 
devoted clergyman of the Church of 
Ireland, and Mr. Smith's introduction 
will go far to commend it to the favour
able notico of evangelical readers of all 
denominations. He who understands 
the Epistle to the Romans, has the key 
to all the treasures of Gospel truth, and 
this excellent work will greatly help 
all who desire to know more and more 
clearly tho way of salvation. 

The Spirits Tried; or, Spiritualism 
Self-conuicted and Self-condemned, 
and Proued to be of Satan. By 
ARTHUR PRIDHAM. (Yapp and Haw
kins.) 

THE author of this book of 130 pages 
is well known and highl,t esteemed 
for his numerous expository works on 
the Psalms, Romans, Corinthians, Gala
tians, &c., &c. Here ho has done 
battle with tho assumptive dogmas of 
Spiritualism. But what is Spiritualism? 
Anything or nothing as presented 
in the vagaries of its diversified 
and conflicting advocates. ;)fr. Prid
ham directs his attention mainly to a 
work by Fritz on Spiritualism Ex
plained, and to the writings of A. D. 
Davis and some others, and we think 
he has fairly reviewed tho whole 
system. We doubt Satan's connection 
with it in any other way than as the 
Evil One who is identified with all 
ignorance, superstition, and wicked
ness. The folly, impudence, and blas
phemy presented by many Spiritualists, 
both in their speeches and writings, 
aro fair! y and effectually exposed and 
rebuked in this excellent work of Mr. 
Pridham's. 

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS. 

Truth and Pro_gress. A South Austra
lian monthly. 1£dited for the Baptist 
Association. (Kapunda, Herald Office.) 
An interesting monthly, with varied 
information and some very excellent 
papers. 

Caleb and Joshua; or, Wholly follow
ing the Lord. By J. K II. (Yapp and Ca. ld.) Worthy of the author of The 
Blood of the Lamb, and adapted to pro
moto elevated and eamest piety. 

The Spiritual Sangster. 170 choice 
hymns for one penny. Edited by J. 
A. Vicary. (Yapp and Co.) An ad
mirable selection, and Tery cheap, but 
the typo small. We rejoice in all 
efforts to promote extensive cheap 
hymnology. 

TVindsoi· and Clewer Anti-Ritualistic 
Tracts. No. 2. The Holy Eucharist or 
Lord's Supper. A thorough exposure 
of semi-Romish teaching, and a clear 
exposition of sound Protestant views. 

Gospel Watchword. A thoroughly 
good penny monthly. 

The Baptist, wo assume, finds its 
way among all our churches, and hope 
it meets with a hearty welcome. 

The Freeman was never better in 
good papers, or spirit and tone. 

The Glowworm is a very good half
pennyworth. 

The Hive. Having re-cxamfoed this 
useful Sunday-school teacher's help 
with considerable care, we are asto. 
nished both at the quality and qnan
tit:v of material given for one penny. 

The .Appeal is ever good, and adaptod 
to its mission. 

The Congre,qational Advance fa an 
excellent Scottish monthly, published 
in Glasgow, but sold also hy Elliot 
Stock, London. Price l~d. 

fVhat is Homceopathy? g<c. By S. 
Compston, Ratcliffe, Manehester. 
(Simpkin and Marshall. 3d.) The beet 
short defence and illustrative treatise 
on homooopathy we have res.d, and 
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deserves a candid perusal both from 
the friends and enemies of that modern 
system of medical practice. The writer 
is in thorough earnest, and puts 
forth his subject in such a cloar and 
direct form that everybody can under
stand what he means, which is no 
slight praise, amidst the ambiguities 
of medical works generally. 

The Interp,.et~,·. (No. 20.) We 
believe this admirable work is now 
completed. We must notice it more 
fully next month. 

* * * Wo have been compelled to 
postpone many notices till next month. 

~tnominatfomtl ~nttlligtntt. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. Ev AN PROBERT, of Llanfihangel 
Crucorney, has accepted an invitation 
to the pastorate of the congregation at 
Great Staughton, Perry, and Bruckden, 
in connection with Trinity Church, 
Huntingdon, of which the Rev. J. H. 
Millard, B.A., secretary of the Baptist 
Union, is the pastor. 

LONDON : DEVONPORT-STREET.-Mr. 
George Smith Cook, member of the 
East London Tabernacle, Burdett-road, 
has accapted the invitation of this 
church to become their pastor. 

Rev. Samuel Burn, late of Taunton, 
has accepted a call from the church at 
Stratford-on-Avon. 

Rev. T. A. Williams, Jato ofUxbridge, 
has received a call to the pastorate of 
tho Baptist church at La Salle, Illinois, 
U.S., and has entered upon his labours 
there. 

Rev. Noah Heath, of Battersea, has 
accepted a call from the church and 
congregation at vVindmill-strect Chapol, 
Gravesend. 

Rev. Wm._ Smith, of Chilwcll College, 
has accepted a unanimous invita.tion to 
the pastorate:of the church at Allerton. 

LLANDTJDSO. - The Welsh Baptist 
Church have invited Mr. David Davies, 
of the North Wales Baptist College, to 
become their pastor. 

BRADFORD-ON-AVON.-Rev. William 
Newell, after a pastorate of more than 

twenty-three years at Zion Chapel, has 
accepted an invitation from the church 
and congregation at Fishponds. Mr. 
Newell's address is Richmond Villa, 
Downcnd, Bristol. 

WHITTLESEY. - Rev. Thomas Wat
kinson, after nearly six years' labonr, 
has resigned the pastorate of the church. 
Windmill-street, and is open to invi
tations. Address, Whittlesey, near 
Peterborough. 

Rev. George Epps has resigned th<' 
pastorate of the churches at Garway 
and Orcop, Herefordshire. His present 
address is 22, Kingsmead-terrace, Bath. 

LIYERPOOL.-Rev. 'fhomas Durant 
has resigned the pastorate of the church 
meeting in Everton-road Chapel, and 
is. open to invitations. His address is 
16, Canton-street, Liverpool. 

MoNMOUTH.-Rev. A. G. Thomas has 
resigned the pastorate of the church at 
Monmouth. 

STONY STRATFORD. - Rev. J. D. 
Alford, of Birmingham, has accepted 
the invitation of the church to become 
their pastor. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

REV. J. H. PATIERSON, of Truro, has 
been presented with a purse of gold by 
the church and congregation to defray 
the expenses of his month's holiday. 
Since his settlement in January, 1872, 
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the number of members has increased 
one-half, and the ordinary income been 
donbled ; while during the past twelve 
months between £500 and £600 has 
been expended in the erection of 
galleries, of which sum only about 
£100 remains to be obtainerl. 

SALcoMBE, SouTH DEVON. - Cour
tenay-park Chapel-Anniversary ser
vices were held on July 14th and 21st. 
On Sunday two sermons were preached 
by the Rev. James Pugh, of Wood Green. 
The Tuesday following a large party 
partook of tea. In the evening a public 
meeting was held, when addresses were 
given by the Revs. Fredk. Pugh, the 
pastor; James Pugh, the pastor's bro
ther; J. Stewart, T. Davis, and W. H. 
Maud. In the course of the evening 
Mr. T. Partridge, deacon, on behalf of 
the church and congregation, presented 
to the pastor a purse of sovereigns, as 
a token of esteem and affection aftor 
eight years' ministry. The meetings 
throughout were good, and gave cheer
ing token of progress. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

REV. H. MARSDEN was publicly re
cognised on }Ionday, August 3, as 

1 

pastor of the church at Stockwell-gate, 
Mansfield. :Mr. J. S. Lacey presided, 
and addresses were delivorud by Mr. 
Robinson, deacon ; the new pastor; 
Rev. W. R. Stevenson, M.A.; and the 
Rev. T. Goadby, B.A., president of 
Chilwell College, Mr. ::\farsden's former 
pastor, who delivered the charge to the 
church. The chapel at Mansfield has 
recently been re-decorated, and other
wise mnch improved. 

Rev. E. Mason, of the Pastors' Col
lege, was publicly recognised as pastor 
of the church at Attleborough, Norfolk, 
on the 13th of July. S. Colman, Esq., 
presided. Rev. J. S. Wyard delivered 
a charge to the pastor, and Rev. T. A. 
Wheeler addressed the church. Con
gratulatory addresses were given by 
the Revs. S. Pilling, W. Holdsworth, 
T. H. Sparham, and Z. Long, Esq. At 
the close a sum of money was presented 
to the new pastor as a token of esteem. 

Mr. Hetherington was recognised, on 

the 16th of July, as pastor of the church 
at Lowna-street, West Hartlepool. After 
tea, in the Druids' Hall, a public meeting 
was held, presid.ed over by J, Rennison, 
Esq. Rev. G. Rogers gave the charge, 
and. Rev. J. Charter addressed the 
church. 

Rev. J. Spanswick was recognised a.s 
pastor of Princes-street Church, North
ampton, at services held on the 12th 
and. 13th of July. Rev. J. T. Brown 
presided, and addresses were delivered 
by Mr. Warren, the senior deacon, and 
Re-vs. G. Rogers, Dr. Hillier, and J. 
Bradfield. 

Re-v. A. E. Seddon was recognised as 
1pastor of the church at Kington, Here
ford.shire, on the 12th and 13th of July. 
Rev. Dr. Angus preached two discourses. 
Rev. Dr. Todd delivered the charge to 
the church. 

Rev. 'l.'homas Wheatley, late of Wes
ton-super-Mare, was publicly welcomed 
as pastor of the church at Faringdon, 
Berks, on the 30th of July. J. Lewis, 
Esq., presided, and the speakers wero 
Mr. Henry Williams, jun., deacon, and 
Revs. T. Wheatley, G. T. Eugley, L. S. 
Swaine, and A. Testro. The collection, 
including .£5 from an anonymous donor, 
was presented to the new pastor .. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

TREORKEY, RHONDDA VALLEY, GLA.
MORG ANSHIRE.-The English Baptists 
in the above place opened their new 
and commodious chapel on Sund.ay and 
Mond.ay, August 9 and 10, when the 
following ministers preached: Revs. N. 
'fhomas, Wm. Morris, J. Ilorelly, Wm. 
Maurice, J. R. Williams, and J. W. 
Moircc. Friends will be glad to know 
the English Church in this town is 
rapidly increasing under the pastorato 
of the Rev. Daniel Davies, who has 
baptized sixty-seven during the last 
three years, and more thari doubled the 
number of the hearers, under God's 
blessing. 

It has been resolved to erect a new 
chapel at Witchford, near Ely. A gen
tleman belonging to the Countess of 
Huntingdon's Connexion bas given a 
site, and at a preliminary meeting £60 
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was subscribed. The existing chapel 
ia private property, and is in such a 
dilapidated condition as to be altogether 
unfit for Christian worship. 

The church at Whitstable, in Kent, 
which was formed in 1870, has rented 
the place in which it has met for public 
worship of the trustees of the Wesleyan 
Chapel, but having now an opportunity 
of purchasing the building, have deter
mined to do so at a co~t of £500. The 
building, which will seat 30(), and has a 
good schoolroom adjoining, was erected 
in 11557, at a cost of £1,10(). The work 
of the Baptist c,rnrch is purely mission
ary, and is cttrried on under the auspices 
of the British and Irish Homo Mission. 
The local brethren aro doing their best 
to raiso tho necessary funds, but owing 
to the almost destitute state of the place, 
in consequence of the failures in the 
oyster fisheries, they are compelled to 
look to friends at a distance £or help. 
The case is warmly commended by 
Revs. Joseph Drew and J. F. Smythe, 
who speak highly of the devotion of 
the Rev. G. Stanley, the pastor of tho 
Whitstable church. 

OPENING OF A NEW CHAPEL AT 
SUIIBITOK, SURREY. - The congrega
tion, after worshipping for some time 
past at the Good 'remplars' Hall, 
Surbiton-hill, has erected a handsome 
and commodious chapel in Langley
lane, capable of seating 400 parsons. 
The ground was given by ]Hrs. Wood
fall, whose residence adjoins. The 
building, which is of brick, is of pleasing 
elevation ; tho roof inside is open, the 
principal timbers only being shown. 
At the back are two vestries and a 
schoolroom. On Tuesday, the 14th of 
July, opening services were held. In 
the afternoon tho Rev. C. H. Spurgeon 
drew a large congregation, so that many 
could not find room. This service was 
wholly conducted by Mr. Spurgeon, 
who, after a short dedicatory prayer, 
gave out a hymn. A portion of Scrip
ture was thou read and explained ; and 
after another prayer and a hymn, Mr. 
Spurgeon commenced his sermon, 
having previously stated that he would 
make the service as short as possible, 
beci.use of the intense heat. He took 

for his text the declaration of tho 
Apostle Paul: "By the grace of God I 
am what I am" (1 Cor. xv. 10); and 
founded upon it a powerful and elo
quent discourse, in the course of which 
he said that it was always necessary at 
the opening of a new place of worship 
that tho friends should have some idea of 
the doctrines to be preached in it. There 
were so many now things now-a-days 
that one seldom lived a month without 
hearing of some new sect or fashion in 
religion. He could assure them, how
ever, that if those who were to occupy 
that pulpit were what he believed they 
would be, there would bo very little 
novelty, ancl the• old-fashioned Gospel 
would bo preached. They did not be
lievo there was anything new in the 
Gospel b11t what was false. Ho trusted 
the words of the text would be a declar
ation of faith both for the members and 
minister of that Church. It was one of 
the grandest declarations that ever came 
from human lips ; and he would con
sider it, first, as a doctrinal statement ; 
second, as a grateful acknowledgment; 
third, as a sweet encouragement ; and 
last, as a suggestion for self-exami
nation. In concluding his discourse 
the preacher made an appeal in aid of 
the building fund. He said: I want 
your help to-day in the matter of thill 
new chapel. There has boen little or 
nothing done yet byfriendstowardspay
ing for the building. This place will cost 
with tho school-room and everything, 
about £1,600. The ground has been 
given by our dear friend, Mrs. Woodfall, 
whom may God bless. Of the £1,600 
the Baptist Association gives £1,000; 
and there have been contributions to 
the extent of about £4(). There will 
be £560 therefore wanted. Towards 
that there is a brother here who will 
give £20, and another who will give 
£10; and I shall be glad to give £100. 
I hope we shall to-day reduce the debt 
that remains to £400 · aud if we do 
I have n<1Wdoubt that 'the friends who 
gather hero will be able to bear that 
small burden. I see a good many 
friends here and I hope they havs 
brought their purses with them. As 
pickpockets generally como on theae 
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oeeasions, I hope the friends will put 
their money on the plates to mako sure 
that it is not lost. After the service 
about 160 persons sat down to tea in the 
new schooh·oom, which was decoratod 
with flags and banners. The tables 
were tastefully ornamented with flowers. 
After tea the chapel again quickly filled 
for the evening service. The Rev. W. 
G. Lewis preached from Acts xii. 24. 
The collections after both services 
amounted to £207 14s., including the 
noble gift of £100 from Mr. Spurgeon. 
Thus closed the day which saw the 
successful commencement of this new 
cause in a permanent building. The 
minister who will at present officiate 
is Mr. Dunn, .from Mr. Spurgeon's 
College. 

OPENING OF THE NEW CHA.PEL AT 
FOLKESTONE. - Most interesting ser
vices were held on Tuesday, the 4th of 
August, in connection with the_ opening 
of the new chapel here. The chapel, 
which will seat 800 persons, is a very 
handsome edifice, with convenient ves
tries and a spacious schoolroom on the 
basement. The services commenced 
with a prayer-meeting at seven o'clock, 
a.m., the pastor, :Mr. Sampson, pre
siding. At eleven o'clock the Rev. J. 
G. Rogers, B.A., preached from Luke 
xxiv. 47. A large number of friends 
sat down to dinner provided in the 
sohoolroom. After dinner the pastor 
presided, and several friends gave 
short addresses. After tea, to which 
about 350 persons sat down, a public 
meeting was held in the chapel, 
under the presidency of J. Olney, Esq. 
Prayer having been offered. by the Rev. 
S. Green, Mr. Sampson gave a short 
:financial statement. He estimated that 
with architects' fees, extras, and fur
nishing seats for schoolrooms, &c., 
they would need £4,700. Up to the 
previous evening they had received in 
money or promises £2,518. This did 
not include money paid forpound and 
expenses incurred during llie progress 
of the building. Adding these sums, 
the amount already collected was up
wards of £3,000. He was greatly en
couraged by the services of the day. 
The collections and cards that had been 

paid in already amounted to £370. The 
Chairman then gave a most suitable 
address, and presented £20 to the 
building funrl. After a few words from 
the Rev. A. Walmer, Mr. W. Olney gave 
a most stiITing address,and called upon 
the people to raise at least £700 for 
the day. Having contributed him
self £30, Mr. John Olney promised £20 
more, and Mr. William Olney £10 if 
the amount was made up. Slips of 
paper were then handed round, and 
the result was that in a few minutes 
Mr. Sampson was able to announce 
that what he could not have believed 
possible had been done, and they might 
be assured that the debt on the chapel 
would not !JXOeed £1,500. Besides the 
payment of promises, the day's pro
coedings had added to the building 
fund no less than £710. After addresses 
from Revs. W. Barker and B. C. Ether
idge the meeting closed. A large num
ber sat down to supper afterwards in 
the schoolroom, when Revs. S. Green 
and J. Drew spoke. On Wednesday 
evening Mr. Sampson had the pleasuro 
of baptizing fourteen candidates, and 
on the following Sunday the Rev. D. 
Jones, B.A., of Brixton, formerly pastor 
of the church, preachod both morning 
and evening. , 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Lmm, LANCAsmRE.-The Sunday
school sermons were preached on the 
1-ith of June. In the morning theReT. 
J. Hargreaves delivered an address to 
teachers, scholars, and parents. In the 
afternoon and evening the Rev. E. 
Parker preached to crowded congrega
tions. The collections amounted to tho 
sum of £82 18s. 

The memorial stone of new school 
and class-roo"? in connection with Carey 
Chapel, Readmg, have been laid by Dr. 
Barnardo, of London. Addresses were 
delivered by Dr. Barnardo and tho 
Revs. T. C. Page, W. Ander:on, and C. 
M. Longhurst, t':le pastor. A largo 
company sat down te tea in a tent oppo
site the chapel, after which Dr. Ear
nardo gave an account of his work 
among the destitute children of London. 
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In the evening Dr. Barnardo conducted 
a service in Carey Chapel. The total 
cost of the new rooms will be about 
£900, towards which nearly £600 have 
been contributed. Tho Rev. 0. II. 
Spurgeon has promised to preach on 
the occasion of opening the school. 

Sorvfoos in celebration of the jubilee 
of the church at Montacute, Somerset, 
were held on Sunday, tbe 2nd of August, 
when Rev. J.B. Burt, of Beulieu, Hants, 
<me of the original members of the 
church, preached two sermons. On the 
following Tuesday Rev. J. P. Tetley 
preached, and there was a tea-meeting, 
attended by moro than two hundred, 
held on the lawn of the minister's 
house. Mrs. Hardin, the pastor's wife, 
commenced the work of clearing the 
ground for the proposed new school 
rooms, which are to be built at a cost 
of £400. A minister's house and a site 
for the new chapel have been purchased 
at a cost of £600. 

KILBURN, LONDON.-A bazaar of use
ful and fancy goods was opened on July 
22nd, at throe o'clock, by Rev. Dr. 
Angus. The stalls, four in number, 
were neatly arranged round the school
room; and Dr. Angus, in his addross, 
referred to the origin of tho church, in 
the pastor's (Rev. T. Hall) own house, 
the difficulties through which it had 
passed, and the success which had at
tended tho effort. The two days' sales, 
we believe, will realise nearly £40. 

EPPING GREEN.-The anniversary of 
Union Chapel was celebrated on July 
30. Sermons were preached morning 
and afternoon by Rev. J. T. Briscoe, 
and W. H. Vivian. In tho evening a 
public meeting was held, under the 
presidency of the pastor, when ad
dresses were delivered by the Revs. J. 
Billington, W. Dorling, J. Lawrence, 
and other friends. A lar"e number sat 
down to dinner and tea. 

0 

CAMBERWELL. - The Orchard-row 
Mission, in connection with Cottage
green Chapel, has just commemorated 
its sixth anniversary. On Wednesday, 
August 12th, in the afternoon, friends 
met for tea; in the evening a public 
meeting was held, presided over by the 
Rev. James Sears, and the Ren. W. 

Alderson, S. G. Gathercote, and others 
took part in the meeting. The report 
showed that the past year had been one 
of much prosperity, and the friends 
commence another year in a hopeful 
spirit. 

HARLOW (PorTER-STI!EETCRAPEL).
Tho anniversary of tho Sunday-schools 
were celebrated on July 19 and 20. 
On the Sabbath sermons were preached 
by the Revs. H. A. Fletcher and James 
Billington, who conducted a special 
service in the afternoon for the children. 
On the Monday the scholars and friends 
were conveyed in, waggons to Ryo Hill, 
Mr. Daniel Judd having again placed 
his house and grounds at the service of 
tho friends. The expenses of the treat 
were defrayed by friends interested in 
the cause. 

T.he first treat given to the scholars 
of Ramsden-road Chapel, Balham, on 
the 3rd of August, was a gathering of 
more than ordinary interest. It took 
placo in Bedford-hill Park, Tooting, 
the use of which was granted by Mrs. 
Brand, widow of the late Harvey Brand, 
Esq. The school was only commenced 
on the first Sunday in April, and now 
there are 250 children on the books. 
Some 429 b~ends took tea along with 
the scholars, the entire number sup
plied being 659. Tho superintendent 
is Mr. James Parker, of Belmont Honse. 

A "PARENTS' PRAYER UNION" has 
been formed for the purpose of arrang
ing for parents' prayer-meetings, the 
delivery of sermons and addresses to 
parents, and the issue of books and 
tracts on parental duties. Mr. J. 
Groom, of 31, Heath-street, Hampstead, 
is acting as hon. secretary. 

In reference to the l!litumnal Session 
of the Baptist Union, to bo held at 
Newcastle, wo·may state that ministers 
and deacons wishing their churches to 
be represented, or themselves to be 
present at the meetings, will do well to 
bear in mind the provision of the new 
Constitution respecting payment of 
subscriptions and appointment o~ dele
gates. Suhscri ptions not yet paid, and 
names of delegates now first appointed, 
should be sent early to the acting secre
ta.ry, the Rev. J. H. Millard, B.A., 
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Huntingdon. The same remark appliee 
to those who wish for personal member
!!hip. 

THE COLLEGE, HAVERFORDWEST,
The annual meetings of the college took 
place on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 
4th and 5th of August. The English 
sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Alfred Tilly, of Cardiff, and the Welsh 
sermon by the Rev. W. Thomas, Liver
pool; both services were well attended. 
On Tuesday morning the committee 
meeting was held, when out of several 
applicants four were accepted to fill the 
vacancies left by four students who 
have settled as pastors dlll'ing the year, 
viz., Mr. James Johns, at Bethlehem 
and Salem, Pembrokeshire; Mr. T. 
Jenkins, at Pentyrch, Glam. ; Mr. W. 
Harries, at Marloes and Sandyhaven, 
Pem., and Mr. E. Evans, at Holywcll, 
Flint. On Wednesday morning the 
annual meeting of members took place, 
when a cheering report was read. The 
conduct and progress of the students 
(twenty-one in number) have been very 
satisfactory, and the result of the ex
aminations gratifying. There is a 
balance of £125 in tho treasurer's 
hands on tho current account, and the 
debt on the building fund has been 
considerably diminished during the 
year, and now only amounts to £170. 
The committee hope to be able this 
year to complete some repairs urgently 
needed on the college buildings, and to 
clear off the remainder of the debt. 
The Rev. G. H. Rouse, M.A., LL.B., 
formerly classical tutor, having finally 
decided to continue his labours in India, 
the committee greatly regret the loss of 
his services to the college, but yet they 
believe that he hy. been called of God 
to the importa~ost which he now 
occupies, and wish him much success 
in it. The Rev. Wm. Edwards, B.A., 
who has during the past eighteen 
months fulfilled the duties of tho office 
with ability and assiduity, was unani
mously appointed to the tutorship. The 
state of the college at the present time, 
both with regard to the · internal work
ing and it-s finances, is considered very 
satisfactory. 

YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION. - The 
quarterly conference of the Yorkshire 

Association (Leeds district) was held 
on Tuesday, Aug. 11, at Chapel Fold, 
near Dews bury, an~ was attended by 
ministers and delegates from the various 
churches of the district. After de
votional exercises, the business meeting 
commenced at half-past two, under the 
presidency of the Rev. Wm. Turnor. 
Amongst other business, encouraging 
reports were received from new stations, 
in which extension work is being carried 
on, at Normanton and Holbeck. Deep 
regret was expressed by the conference 
at the death of the Rev. Shem Davies, 
of Hunslet, Leeds, whose sudden decease 
was regarded as a heavy loss to the 
church of which he was pastor, and the 
brotherhood to which he had so recently 
been welcomed. After tea the mem
bers of the conference took part in a 
public recognition service in connection 
with the settlement of the Rev. J. 
Hillman as pastor of the Chapel Fold 
Church. Addresses were deliv9red by 
the Rev. W. Best, B.A., on " The 
position of the denomination;" by the 
Rev. J. Haslam, on "The Church's 
relation to the school;" by the Rev. 
J. Parker, on "Conditions of Church 
prosperity;" and by the Rev. W. T. 
Adey, district sec., on "P,istoral en
couragement.'" The evening meeting 
was presided over by Mr. J. Brooke, of 
Huddersfield, who spoke upon the im
portance. of denomination extension in 
the important towns of Batley, Dews
bury, Morley, Heckmondwike, and 
neighbourhood, and urged the friends 
of the Chapel Fold communion to be 
earnest and united in the endeavour 
to influence the district, the centre of 
which t.b,ey occupied. The next quar
terly conference will be held at Wake
field. 

BAPTISMS, 
Barking, Essex.-July 20, Four, by W. G. 

Tomkins. 
Blackourn. - August 2, Eight, by Mr. 

Douglas. 
Brabourne.-July 26, Two, by J. W. Com

fort. 
Bt·adford.-August 2, at Ripley-street 

Chapel, Four~ by George Edmondson. 
Bramley, Leeds.-August 2, One, by A. Ash

worth. 
Broughton, Hants.-July 29, Four, by John 

Green. 
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llugbrook, Northamptonshire.-Augusl 2, 
One, by W. H. Payne. 

Camrose.-June :Z61 Nine, by Mr. J. John. 
Cmn-ie.J.-August 2, Two, by J. Palmer. 
Cl,e,te,•.-August 9, at Pepper-street Chapel, 

Five, by \V. Durban. 
Clwbham,, Surrey.-June 28, at Ilorough-hjll 

Chapel, Five 1 by Mr. Forder. 
Cloughjold, Lancashirc.-J nly 29, .Nine, by 

A. J. Parry. 
Ooatbridge, Scotln.nd.-J uly 7 1 Two; '24, One, 

by J. M. He1-rson, in the chapel, Airdrie, 
kindly !en I. 

Coleford.-July 26, Seven, by W. H. Tetley. 
Congleton.-August n, Three, by James 

Walker. 
Coventry.-July 31, at Cow-lane Chapel, 

Five1 by W. J. Henderaon. 
Dowlais.-July 19, at Beula.h Chapel, Three, 

byJ, Williams. 
.Dublil>.-Jnly 2G, at Abbey-street, Two, by 

D.E.Evans. 
Ebbu, Va/e.-July 8, at Zion Chapel, Five, by 

W. Do.vies. · 

E•field.-Jnly 26, Three, by George W. 
White. 

Ewias Harold.-June 1, Two, by T. L. 
Davies. 

Fm-,,dale.-July ~. at Ystr"'d Rhondda, Two, 
byL.Lewis. 

Fortrose, Scotlu.nd.-August 9, Onc1 in the 
sea (the p"3tor's eldest daughter), by H. 
Dunn. 

Franksbridge, Radnorshirc.-July 26, One.; 
August 16, One, by Ed. Bebb. 

From,, Badcock-lane.-July 19, Eight, by 
William Burton. 

Galashiels.-!\..ugust 2, One:, by A, Thomson. 
Gilden Croft, Norwich.-Jnly W, Six, by J. 

Jackson. 
Gla.11b-ury.-August 2, Two, in the Wye, by 

D.Howe!l. 
Glasgow.-August 9, at North Frederick-

•tree~ Three, by John ,v. Ash worth. 
Grantham.-July 15, Two, by G. B. Bowler. 
Lanca.,ter,-July 21, Four, by J. Baxandall, 
Landport, Portsmouth.-July 29, at Lake-

road Chapel, Four, by T. \V. Medburst. 
Leeds.-Jnly 27, at Wintown-street Chapel, 

Six, by Robert Sil by; July 30, at South
parade Chope~ Eight, by W. T. Adey, 

Lumb, Lancashire.-July a, Two, by D. 
George, 

Mae,yberlla,;,-July 12, Two, hy G. H. 
Llewellyn. 

ci!~/:;: Essex.-July 19, Three, by H. 

Jfe/ropolitan District:-

W~~"?,ham Common.-July 26, Three, by R. 

DtJl,ton Jnnction.-Jnly 19, Six, by Alax
a.nder Carson, M.A. 

AEo':~~;;~n Tabernad,.-July 80, Six, by 

Lower .Norwoad.-July 19, Three, by G. 
Pung, of Gipsy~road Tabernacle. 

Metropolitan Taber,,acle.-Jn)y 27, Ten; 
July 30th, Twenty-two, by V. J. Charles
worth. 

Old Kml-road.-Jnly 27, at Alfred-place 
Chape~ Faur, by J. Jarvis. 

Edgeware-road.-May 28th, al Trinity 
Chapel, John-street, Nine; July 2, Three; 
July 30, Four, by J. 0. Fellowes. 

Jlillwood.-August 3, One, by H. Briggs. 
Millwood. Todmorden.-July 30, One; 

August 3, One, by H. Briggs. 
Minchinhampton.-Jnly 30, Six, by H. A. 

James. 
Neath, Glamorganshiro.-July 12, Two, by 

F.A.Mills . 
Ogden, Lancashire.-August 9, Two, by A. 

E. Greening. 
Osu-aldtwistle.-July 26, One, by J. Naylor. 
Portslade.-July 30, One, by ll-1. H. Winsor. 
Pre.,ton.-July I, Three, by Edward Wallors. 
Reading.-August 9, Four, at Carey Chapel, 

by Caleb M. Longhurst. . 
R•d Hlll, Surrey.-July 26, at London-road, 

Throe, by W. Usher, 
Rhydspenc,, Hay.-July -, Two, b,- J. Cole. 
Rl.<ea.-August 2, at the English Chapel, 

Two, by Thos. Thomas. 
Rochdale.-July 26, at Drake-street Cha.pel 

Three, by Ja.mes Evans. ' 

Ryde, I. W.-,July lG, Four, at Park-road 
Chapel; August 13, Four, by John Ha.rrison. 

Shoreham, Sussex.-J uly 25, Two, by Joseph 
W. Harrald. 

Shr,u-slmry.-July 26, at Wylocop Chapel, 
Four, by '\'I. Sa.eh well. 

_Southampton.-July 26, at Carlton Chapel, 
Five, by E. Osborne. 

Stradbroke, Suffolk.-Jnly 26, Three, by 
Geo. Cobb. 

Swindon, Wilts.-Jnly 29, Seven, by G. T. 
Edgley. .. 

%rquay.-Angusl 2, a!'Opton Vale, Fifteen, 
by E. Edwards. 

Trowbridge.-July 29, at Back-street Chapel, 
Eleven, by William Barnes. 

Truro.-J uly-, Six, by James H. P&tterson. 
WaUham ,di,oey, Essex.-July 28, at Para

dise-row Chap•~ Fivo, by R Williamson. 
We.,t Drayton.-August 5, tho pastor's wife 

and three others, oy A. Gliddon, LL.D. 
West Hartlepool.-July 22, at the Lower

street Church, One, by W. Hetherington. 
Wilburton,--August ll, Four, in the River 

Onse, by J. Stocker. 
Wo6<18tock.-Jnly 2&, Three hyLaviP&lmer 
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Worast.r.-July 29, Eleven, by T. G. 
Swindill. 

Yort.-July 26, Six; July 23, Six, by F. B. 
lfeyar, B.A. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
RISELY, BEns.-Died, on Saturday 

morning, July 11th, Mrs. Priscilla 
Knight, relict of the Rev. James 
Knight, late Baptist minister, Little 
St>iughton, in her 87th year. When 
ten years of age she lost an affectionate 
mother, and was sent to a boarding 
school. She became much exercised 
about hor spiritual state ; was baptised 
and joined the Baptist Church at 
Ilford in her seventeenth year. In 
1810, on the 12th of July, she was 
married to Mr. Joseph Swannoll,farmer 
at Radwell. and became a member at 
Harrold. When bereaved of her husband 
she was left with five children, and 
suffered the loss of a large property. 
After this she was married to Mr. 
Knight, who died December 6, 1837. 
At the same time she was suddenly 
bereaved of her eldest daughter, aud 
since of two daughters and her son. 

She went to live at the Widows' 
Retreat at Hackney, Docembor 24, 
1845. In August, 1870, she sailed for 
Toronto, British America, to live with 
one of her daughters, who, dying, she 
was obliged to return to the house of 
her only daughter, Mrs. Thomae Wood
ruff, Lodge Farm, Risely. Much of 
her long life was actively devoted to 
the service of Christ, in which she found 
much happiness. Her life was one of 
grea\ trials, but of great mercies. 
During the last years her faculties 
became much •. ired, but amidst 
failing memory retained a happy 
sense of the Saviour's love, and a longing 
for heaven. Her death was somewhat 
sudden : for a few hours she suffered 
much, and then peacefully departed to 
be with Christ, which is far better. She 
was buried in the graveyard of the 
Baptist Chapel, Risely, on Tuesday, the 
14th of July. The Rev. W. Abbott, of 
Blunham, conducted the service, and 
also preached the funeral aermon from 
Rn. xiv.13. 

ANN ELIZABETH BRAY.-This de
voted member of the Baptist Church, 
Mint-lane, Lincoln, " fell on sleep" in 
the house of her brother-in-law, Mr. 
William Bausor, Cornhill, Lincoln, aftor 
a severe illness, on Friday, 17th July, 
in the fifty-second year of her age. 
From her earliest days she was tho 
subject of strong religious impressions, 
and in her thirteenth year she made 
a public profession of her faith, along 
with her mother, an eldor sister, and 
brother, the Rev. John Bray of Wash
ington, U.S. From her youthful ap
pearance some exception was taken to 
this step, and she was told "she was 
\ut a child," to which th·e ingenuous 
reply was " But I am a child of God," 
and this beginning of her confidence 
she maintained steadfastly until the end. 
Her humility and retiring disposition 
in some degree interfered with the dis
play of her great natural powers, and 
obscured the virtues of her character 
oven from her friends, but few haTe 
surpassed hor in consecration to the 
servic6 of her Lord, and zeal for His 
honour. Remarkable for self-denial, 
she was a pattern to believers, and, 
while faithful in her dealings with 
others, she behaved herself with so 
much wisdom and tenderness as to giTe 
no offence. Miss Bray never married, 
but to her parents, relations, and friends 
she abounded in all those offices of love 
and sympathy which only female kind
ness can render. In the work of the 
church she took an active part in all 
that related to its spiritual life 8.Ild 
progress, and as a teacher in the Sun
day-school she laboured with great snc. 
cess for the conversion of her scholars. 
In addition to the ordinary work of tho 
class she kept a record of the careers 
of all who passed through it, with a. 
special note of every case of interest ; 
and of the various times of refreshing 
with which tbe class was favoured. In 
her private journals were also recorded 
her fervent prayers for the Divine 
blessing. Having a pleasing style, sh9 
wrote a great number of letters to 
young persons under religious impres
sions, or whom she desired to see under 
them, and these were often made the 
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means of enlightenment and comfort. 
Previous to her illness she formed the 
design of composing a letter for publi
cation to be addressed to all those, now 
scattered through many lands, with 
whom she had formerly communicated, 
but the prostration of energy which 
accompanied her final sickness pre
vented this design being carried out, 
except in so far as tho present 
notiee may supply its place. After 
her death it was discovered that she 
had destroyed a great number' of jour
nals containing prayers, meditations, 
poems, and thoughts upon religious 
subjects, which, if we may judge of 
their force and ori,;inality from the 
few fragments that have escaped de
struction, must have been of very great 
value, and would have formed a lasting 
memorial of her excellence. Her last 
hours were spent in an unusually pain
ful struggle, during wliich her fortitude 
enabled her to triumph over the last 
enemy. Her body was laid in the 
family grave at the Cemetery, Lincoln, 
on July 22nd, in the presence of a great 
number of her former scholars and 
friends, the Rev. W. K. Armstrong, 
formerly pastor of the church, con-

ducting the service. On the evening 
of Wednesday, July 23rd, the event 
was improved to a largo congrogation 
in Mint-lane Chapc>l, in a discourse 
upon John iii. 14--17, a portion selected 
by Miss Bray as containing the views 
of Gospel truth she had delighted to 
teach. After a brief exposition Mr. 
Armstrong read a number of extracts 
from Miss Bray's papers, which were 
listened to with profound interest, and 
thus was closed the public testimony 
of a woman who, like "the beloved 
Persis, laboured much in the Lord." 

BRISTOL.-We regret to have .to re
cord the death of the wife of the Rev. 
Walter J. Mayers, who has just ac
cepted a pastorate at Bristol. Mrs. 
Mayers left London in health and good 
spirits, was suddenly prostrated with 
bronchitis and congestion of the lungs, 
and fell asleep in Jesus. Mr. Mayers, 
who was busy in London arranging for 
the removal of his goods to Bristol 
when the news of the attack reached 
him, was able to reach his wife's side 
only just in time to take a last fare
well. Two children are left to deplore 
with the father the sudden loss of her 
they loved so well. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

PBESIDENT-C, H, SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipf,8 from July 20th to August 19th, 1874. 

£ •· d. 
Mr. R. Ryman .. . ... 5 O O 
Per.ReT.W.J.Mayers O 9 0 
B. W. Folkes tone ... 0 10 0 
H.G. ... ..• ... 5 0 o 
Mrs. Sims... ... 6 O O 
Mr. M. Savage... 1 O O 
Mrs. Jamieson... 1 o o 
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THE SAVIOUR'S CHARITY.'' 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TA1lERNACLE, BY O. H. SPURGEON. 

"Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I s!.iall do unto 
thee ?"-MARK x. 51. 

THE story of this miracle is wonderfully attractive. It has always been 
a favourite theme with preachers. From the days of the apostles and the 
fathers of the Church they have delighted to dwell upon any single item of 
it as it is described by the three evangelists who record it. We have 
already touched upOil the most important points in our running commentary 
on the chapter; let us, therefore, now confine our attention to the question 
which.Jesus asked of the blind man-" What wilt thou 'that I shall do unto 
thee ?" He asks the same question at this good horn-; He asks it of blind 
men, and, methinks, He asks it of purblind men too. There be some of us 
whose eyes are opened, but whose vision is obscure ; we cannot see far off. 
Our blessed. Lord and Master says to us, as well as to the blind ones
" What wilt thou that I shall d@ unto thee?'' 

Let us consider this question attentively, first on our Saviour's part:-tlie 
disposition it shows, and then on our own part-the appeal to which we 
should respond. 

I. TH~; QUEs·rroN, As PUT BY oun S.n·roi::n, is expressive of much tender
ness. There is a beautiful delicacy in its manner. The absence of any 
distinct allusion to the privation the poor man suffered from is kind. I have 
noticed, in many cases, that to afflicted persons any allusion to their 
infirmities is very distasteful. You could hardly do anything that would 
be more ungracious to a blind person than to be perpetually reminding him 
of his blindness, or to a person who was lame than constantly referring to 
his misfortune. Such people are hopeful that, bearing the evil patiently 
themselves, it will not be detected by others, and they are anxious to avoid 
the pity which is grievous when it becomes obtrusive. Now, our Saviour 
did not say to this man-" Alas! poor creature, what a sad.state you are 
in!" There was not a word concerning the man's blindness to wound his 
sensibility. He was a beggar, to boot, and his dependence on alms for his 
subsistence would be of itself humiliating enough without referring to that 
poverty which..i.[ keenly felt, is apt to crush a man's spirit, and shear him 
of self-respect,1113ut there is not a word about poverty here. Christ did 
not say-" How long hast thou .been sitting by the wayside begging? How 
much hast thou obtained of the cold hand of charity during the last few 
days?'' You would not know that the man was a beggar and blind by the 
question which the Saviour addressed to him. "What wilt thou that I 
shall do unto thee ?"-might have been spoken to a prince or to a king as 
gracefully as it was spoken to the poor blind beggar of .Jericho. I do not 
lmow whether you see much to admire and appreciate in this tenderness. 
Methinks it wants a man of fine feeling and generous sympathy to fully 
estimate it. Very characteristic was it of the way in which Christ deals 
wJ:th souls, as other instances show. The parable of the prodigal son is a 
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correct picture of our Heavenly Father's dealings with his returning sons. 
In that parable we are told of the youth's nakedness, and poverty, and 
hunger, and so on, but the Father never mentions any one of these things, 
but he fell upon his son's unwashed neck, and kissed his yet filthy face, and 
received him to his arms all ragged as he still was. To any one else he 
would have been a loathsome object, and yet to his father's heart he was 
still lovely, for he was his own dear child. He perceived the jewel though 
it was lying on a dunghill. He did not say,'' My dear son, how sad a 
thing it is that thou shouldst have left my roof t How couldst thou be 
so foolish as to spend thy living with harlots? Alas t my dear son, to what 
a degradation hast thou been brought in feeding swine." No, there must 
be no sort of allusion at all to the plight in which the prodigal youth 
returned. He was owned and welcomed just as he was, in his sinner.ship. 
Neither does the Gospel of Jesus Christ come to you with taunts and 
upbraidings, continually reminding you of your sin. That is the work of 
the law. The law is like a sharp needle. It must go through the fabric, 
and draw after it the silver thread of the Gospel; but the Gospel's message 
is not so much about your sin as it is about the remedy for it, and when it 
comes to deal with your sin it deals less with it as a crime than as a disease. 
It looks upon it as an aflliction. It takes the most merciful view that is 
possible, and how little does it say to you even of disease? It gives you 
many invitations-" Ho, every one that thirsteth." Nothing about sin 
there, "Come unto me, all ye who labour and are heavy laden;" nothing 
about sin there. You remember that hymn of Rowland Hill's, which 
says-

" Come.filthy, come naked, come Just as you a,·e ?" 

But I am not quite certain that that is precisely the style of the Gospel 
invitation, for that seems to say, " Come unto me, all ye who will; whoso• 
ever will, let him come and drink of the water of life freely.'' There is as 
little allusion made by the Gospel itself to the sin of the sinner as possible. 
Of course the sinner must be called a sinner, and the Gospel never says, 
" Peace, peace," where there is' no peace; at the same time it does not 
expose the disease without prescribing the remedy. The Gospel does not 
appeal to us so much in tones of thunder to acquaint us with our peril as 
it admonishes us to fly without delay to a place of safety. The Gospel 
does not speak from Sinai, but from Calvary. From Sinai you hear the 
voice of rigid justice; from Calvary you hear the voice of tender mercy and 
gracious pardon. There is something, I think, then, :aJ:iis omission of 
the Saviour's which has a blessed tenderness in it. 1'11"ye ask, "Why 
such tenderness to the sinner?" The reply is, " Because he is one who 
needs to be tenderly dealt with.'' It has been said that the good surgeon 
should have a lion's heart and a lady's hand. He should have the courage 
to do anything that is of vital moment to the physical frame, be it to set a. 
joint, to amputate a limb, or to uncover a sensitive nerve, yet he should 
have the utmost delicacy of touch, and the tenderest of hearts in perform
ing an operation that involves pain to the patient. To have his bones set 
with downy fingers is the injured man's desire. The awakened conscience 
is extremely sensitive. The law has been using its cat-o'-ten-tails upon 
the sinner's back until it has been furrowed with deep gashes. "The 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint; from the sole of the foot 
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even unto the head, there is no soundness in it, but wounds, and bruises, 
and putrefying sores," Such a man needs to be gently handled. The 
Physician of souls knows this; the Saviour of sinners acts thus. Not a 
harsh word is spoken, but grace is poured out from His lips; not threaten
ing, terror, rebuke, but grace, and peace, and love. I do revel in this 
thought; commonplace it may be, but practical and precious it certainly 
is. What instruction it affords us! how it teaches us wisely to deal with 
the tender conscience! Like the Saviour Himself, we ought to minister to 
those who feel their need of help and healing very lovingly and gently, lest 
we break the bruised reed, or quench the smoking flax. The hypocrite and 
self-righteous need have no tenderness shown towards them, Caresses 
would but nourish their conceit. The Saviour addresses them ·with scath
ing threats: "·woe unto you, Scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites!" \Vhat 
indignant epithets does He use ! with what utter contempt does He assail 
them, calling them " fools, and blind," '' serpents, and a generation of 
vipers!" yea, "whitewashed sepulchr~s," and I know not what besides. 
But when He comes to deal with the shorn lambs, how tenderly He carries 
them in His bosom l how gently He addresses those whose broken hearts 
need gentleness I Let us do the same. Let us try to bring out the sweets 
of the promise. Let uE! seek to break the promise into small pieces, that it 
may give them the meaning and sense, so that they can understand it. 
Let us pray that the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, would effectually make us 
the instruments of comforting every soul that is depressed and disconsolate. 

Not less remarkable is the u·isdom of the Savioitr. You notice the 
question-" \Vhat wilt thou that I shall do unto thee?" It. is a rule 
with Christ never to do for us what we can do for ourselves. He did 
not tell the man that he was blind, because the man knew that himself. 
He did not undertake to do the work of conscience. In vain you look to 
Jesus Christ or to the Holy Spirit to do that for a man which it behJves 
the man to do for himself. This poor fellow could tell that he was blind, 
hence our Lord asked him a question which set his own mind to work. 
Now, dear friend, if thou art desirous of being saved, Christ asks thee, 
" What wilt thou that I should do unto thee'?" Your own conscience, if 
it be at all enliJ:!l1tened1 will tell you that you have many sins that need to 
be forgiven. why should Christ tell you that? The mward monitor, 
when fully awakened, knows that there is much sin that you have com
mitted which requires absolution, and much sin cleaving to your nature 
from which you require to be cleansed. You have much depravity to over
~ome. Your conscience tells you so. Christ does not come to you in the 
Gospel an<Ww! you this. He does not accuse you or excuse you in this 
way, Wit~ll mildness and gentleness, he puts the question thus:
" ,vhat wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? "-as if to make the blind 
man really think of the darkness in which he had lived so long, of the 
scales that were over his eyes, and the disease that affected his optic nerve. 
lt was well to make him think of all this, that his conscience should be 
naturally and thoroughly exercised. It seems to me to have been a 
salutary lesson, without which he would never have felt the gratitude that 
the gifi of sight should inspire. Full many a mercy we receive, and 
inadequately appreciate, because we have never known the lack of it. 
People who have nenr been sick in their lives, are not so grateful for 
health as those who are restored after a long illness, or those who have 
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often been cast upon a bed of languishing. Those who have never known 
the pinch of poverty are seldom so grateful as they ought to be for food and 
raiment. 'While this man could see nothing without, he could discern a 
great deal with his inward consciousness. His privation would suggest 
such manifold disadvantages, that when he got the light, he would be sure 
to bless Christ for it. With the power of vision; once more to gaze upon 
the outward world, he would have a song in his mouth as well as light in 
his eyes. It was wise in Christ thus to exercise his conscience that he
might evoke his gratitude. 

By means of this question Christ was giving the man lessons in prayer. 
A schoolboy is encouraged by his master to apply to him if he finds any 
difficulty in his exercises that he cannot grapple with. Suppose it is the 
translation of a sentence from Latiu into English. When he asks help, 
does the master at once take the matter out of his hands and do it for him? 
Certainly not. He says, Where is your difficulty; is it the meaning of 
that noun, or the construction of that verb, or what is it that perplexes 
you? Put your finger on the point that distresses you, and I will give you 
the assistance you require. ·when the blind man said, " Thou Son of 
David have mercy on me," his request was valid but vague. He craved 
mercy, but what particular mercy was he in want of? He had need to 
learn the sacred art of pleading. The most advanced Christian has need 
still to pray, "Lord, teach us how to pra.y." I have noticed that though 
the disciples often heard Christ preach, they never said, " Lord, teach us
how to preach;" but when they heard Him pray-you recollect the 
passage-" As He was praying in a certain place, the disciples said to 
him, Lord, teach us how to pray." '.rhey were so astonished with such 
praying as the Saviour's, that though perhaps they thought that they 
might emulate His preaching, His praying seemed too masterly, to<> 
infinitely above them, and they could not help exclaiming,-" Oh God, 
show us how to pray like that.'' They felt that the majesty of His prayer 
was a great thing if they could but attain unto it. They desired to be 
taught how to pray. This is what Christ was doing with this man; He 
was teaching him how to pray. He did not at once open his eyes, but. 
encouraged him to ask what he would should be done unto him. ·when 
tlie child first begins to walk, it runs, eager to catch hold of something. 
The mother gets a little farther back, and a little farther, and the child 
goes tottering onwards to reach what it desires, and so it learns to walk. 
So is it with the mercy of God; He holds it out a little farther, and yet a 
little farther, that the soul may pray yet more. It was wisdom on the part 
of Chri~t, then, for this reason to propound the question. And oh, what 
marvellous generosity this question implies! The Savio!r's liberality 
knows no bound. "What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee?" If the 
Messrs. Rothschild, or some other eminent capitalists were to place in 
one's hand a book of blank cheques, and say, "There, draw what you 
like,'' it would be a liberality unheard of. To whatever extent a man 
may be willing to benefit his fellow-man, there must be a limit; but -yvhen 
Jesus says, ",vhat wilt thou that I shall do unto thee'?" there 1s-no 
limit to His resources, or His readiness to bestow. The will of the 
person of whom the question is asked may limit the petition ; but as the 
Saviour put H, He gave, as it were, a sort of challenge to the poor beggar 
to ask whatever he liked. Now, brethren, this is much the way the 
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Saviour deals with all His people. "What wilt thou that I should do unt.o 
thee?'' Whatever thy desire may be, He will hear thee and attend to it. 
I say not that He will grant it to thee if it be not for thy profit; , but He 
would have thee tell Him what it is thou art desirous to ask. 'iN e have 
a specimen in this chapter of this kind of limitation, when James and 
John asked for something which our Lord thought it would do them n• 
good to have. Nevertheless, if it be truly for your benefit and for His 
glory, you shall have it, ask what you will. You are not to dictate, but 
you may importune. You are not omniscient, therefore your will can 
never be wiser than His; but you are God's child, and therefore your desire 
shall b9 very prevalent with Him. " Ask what thou wilt, and it shall be 
done unto thee." Take this Book; the promises in it are exceeding great 
and inestimably precious, so great, that no man need ever complain that 
they are not large enough for him to stretch himself upon them. There 
are promises of God in this book, the bottom of which no man can ever 
touch; streams of mercy which flow on1 with such a volume of grace, that 
it is impossible they should ever be exhausted. Even though we should_ 
be like that mighty one who drinks up Jordan at a draught, yet should we 
never exhaust the mighty promises of God. I wish we could really feel 
how freely Christ gives. 'When we consider that He spared not His own 
self, but gave up His whole heart, and emptied out His whole soul unto 
death for us, we can well understand that having given Himself for us, He 
will also freely give us all things. 

Thus much have I spoken concerning the question of our text as it 
interprets the good-will of Christ; let us now tum ·it over again as it 
appeals to ourselves. ·what do you think it ought to say to us? Or what 
should we say in response to it? It strikes me that as it shows Christ's 
tenderness, so, on our part, it ought to prompt a corresponding tenderness. 
Horrible is tho state of that man's mincl who can presume upon Christ's 
tenderness, and yet love sin. I have heard some preach the doctrine that 
God sees no sin in ,Jacob, neither iniquity in Israel in such a way as to 
make you feel that they could not see any sin in the people of Jehovah's 
-0hoice. But I would like to feel that His great forbearance excited my 
scrupulousness. Does the Lord say that He can see no sin; then I will 
see it all the more. Does He say of His exquisite tenderness,-" Thou 
art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee,"-shall I therefore treat sin 
as though it were nothing, trifle with it, and call it a nonentity? Oh no; 
I will weep because of the tenderness of Him who knows all about me; 
and though He is too gracious to throw my sin in my teeth, yet I will take 
care to bemo.t myself. God forgives me, and for that reason I cannot 
forgive myself. God casts my sin behind His back, therefore I have it 
continually before my face. Such love as His makes me appear the more 
black, the more detestable in my own eyes. If I had a friend who knew 
-that I had some besetting sin, some grievous infirmity, and if that dear 
friend, out of the tenderness of his heart for me, never mentioned it to me, 
thouah it had aggrieved him much, should I therefore treat it with levity ? 
Supp

0

ose I had injured him in business, and caused him much sorrow, and 
yet he never mentioned it, do you think I should forget it for that reason? 
Or had I been the instrument of his losing some dear relative, and yet he 
never said a word to me about it, never upbraided me, never looked as if 
he felt that I had wronged him, never even hinted in a side way that I was 
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the cause of his pain,-well; I hope I speak honestly when I say that his 
kind reticence would wound and cut me to the heart more than if he spoke 
bitterly to me. If you, as a servant, have committed a fault, and your
master never says a word by way of blame, I am sure you will feel the 
more sorry rather than the less concerned for the wrong you have done. 
If a man comes to me in a rage, and calls me ill names, I consider then 
that whatsoever my fault may be, he has taken his revenge, and I am not 
bound to humble myself; but when he says, '' Ah well, I will say nothing 
about it," or when he passes it over in silence, and is as quiet and tender 
to me as if I had never done him an injury, why then, I must chastise 
myself, even if he will not chastise me; I must blame myEelf, since he will 
not blame me. Dear Christian friends, let us cultivate a holy sensibility. 
There is what is called the sensitive plant, which turns up its leaves when 
it is touched. Let us be like that plant. If Christ has been tender to us, 
let us also be tender. · 

Did we not also say that Christ exhibits wisdom in the question which 
he put to this blind man ? Let us ever seek to acquire wisdom. The text 
suggests the idea of studying. ",vhat wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee?'' How few students amongst us are studious to do the will of the 
Lord '. They may take to studying Ezekiel, and Daniel, and the Revela
tion, and they get a blessing out of those three books, but I wish they 
would do a little more for the ]\faster than they are ordinarily wont. Some 
people are so busy studying the stars that they have no time to trim the 
lamps here below, and yet methinks the stars would shine as brightly 
without their study, whereas the lamps below might give clearer light if 
only they gave them a careful trimming. Ilut while this is the fault of 
some, the fault of others is that they aro all for sowing, but they scatter 
seed out of an empty basket; they are all for working, but their tools are 

. out of order; they would go a-fishing, but they forgot to mend their nets. 
It were well if some who are teachers were but learners. Martha worked 
for Christ, and Mary learned of Christ. A holy mixture of these employ
ments would be profitable. "\Vould we have Martha and Mary in one, first 
learn of Christ and then work for Christ-this would be comely. Yery 
familiar is that quotation from Pope-

" The proper sturly of mankin,l is man." 

I am not so sure that it deserves the currency it has obtained. It is 
hardly standard gold. The proper study of mankind is God, but in order 
to get to God one must know something about man. It ii,.well for us to 
know something of man's ruined estate, and especially tdllbe acquainted 
with our own weakness, our own danger, and our present exposure. 
Christian, study this ; it is a very black book, but read on, for it is useful 
because of another book which shall follow, For, in arder to get wisdom, 
we had need study the Scriptures too, with a view to the practical testing 
of what we learn abroad. This leads me to the remark that it would be 
profitable to us were we to study our prayers. Does that sound strange ? 
You do not think it right to come to the Lord"s Table without some degree of 
preparation; why should you not prepare to go to the mercy-seat and to the 
throne of grace? If you were permitted to have an audience of Her 
Majesty, I will warrant you that if you intended to ask anything you would 
:weigh your thoughts and almost construct your sentences before you were 
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~shered into her presence. Certainly you would not go without consider
mg what you intended to ask. ·when a man sends up a petition to the 
House of Commons, he knows what he wants ; it were idle to throw 
together a mere jumble of words. It is true that the Holy Spirit has 
promised to help our infirmities, but He will not do for us what we can do 
for ourselves. I love extemporaneous prayer, for I believe that when the 
thoughts are clear, and the emotions vigorous, fit words will not be want
ing. But I am not so fond of extemporaneous prayer when the sentiment 
itself is extemporised. Let a sermon be delivered extempore, it will be 
doubtless more effectiv.e than the reading of an elaborate essay, but it 
would be a poor sermon which the pfeacher never thought about before he 
uttered it. I have heard of a certain divhie, who, after preaching, observed 
to some of his hearers that he had ne,er thought of it before he went into 
the pulpit. The answer he got was, "That is just what we suspected." 
They had noticed how void it was of meaning and method. \Ve ought to 
well consider our prayers. Are we not fold that we have not because we 
ask amiss. I fear we often ask amiss from want of preparation. The 
archer, when he draws his bow, not only puts his whole strength into the 
effort, but he diligently takes his aim before he actually discharges his 
arrow. So let the suppliant pray. " Unto Thee," says David, "will I 
direct my prayer." :Follow David's example, my friend. Be considerate 
of the requests you prefer before the l\Iost High. 

The generosity involved in our Lord's question-" ·what wilt thou that 
I should do unto thee? "-supplies us with a strong incentive to boldness at 
the throne of the heavenly grace. This is our last thought. Should we 
not seek much liberty in prayer when we are encouraged by such libe
rality, snch a profusion of grace. Let us not be so reluctant to ask while 
our Lord and l\Iaster is so ready to supply. " Open thy mouth wide, and 
I will fill it," saith our Goel. _.\. traveller thinks that this passage must 
bear an allusion to a custom which prevails in the East, and was practised· 
not many months ago by a Persian Shah. The monarch told one of his 
subjects to open his mouth, and when the man had done so he began to put 
into it diamonds, pearls, emeralds, rubies, and all sorts of jewels. \Veil, 
though I suppose that these are not very pleasant things to have in one's 
mouth, I can readily understand that a man who knew he was to have as 
many of them as he could hold in his month would open his mouth rather 
wide. And are not God's mercies so rich that they are like diamonds of 
the first water and jewels beyond all price. Surely there should be no 
need to press the exhortation, " Open thy mouth wide," when the promise 
says, "I will tll it." \Ve clo not ask enough. This is a complaint which 
was never brought against any ]_Joor mendicant in quest of this world's 
-0omforts, ancl yet it is a complaint wl1ich God brings against us. 
Our puny souls do not crave so much as His infinite bc)Jmty is willing to 
bestow. Let us so account of God as that courtier whom Alexander bid 
to ask what he would. He asked so much that the king's treasurer was 
staggered at the demand. i{ot so Alexander the Great. He said, though 
it was mu«fu for a subject to ask, it was not much for ,\.lexandcr to give. 
Let the riches of God's glory rather than the meanness of thine own estate 
measure the compass of thy requests, when He saith, '' What wilt thou 
that I should do unto thee ? " 

Now the Saviour is present with us in Spirit. He will soon be here in 
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Person. Methinks I hear His voice as He puts this question, in lovinff 
tones to each one of us, "What wilt thou that I should do unto thee J' 
You aged folks, who have passed your '' best days '' (as they are called, 
though I hope your best days are really now coming), what would you that 
Christ should do unto you? You venerable saints, if you have little to ask 
for yourselves in this world, what will you ask for us who are bearing the 
heat and burden of the day? You soldiers of Christ, who are in middle 
life, what would you that Christ should do unto you? Have you no 
children to pray for, no household mercies to seek, no troubles from which 
you would be delivered? And you young men and maidens, the Master 
says to you, "What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?'' If you can, 
I trust you will put up a desire whilst you are in your pews. If not, let 
the question greet you at the bedside, where you have bowed so often. 
Pause awhile before you pray. Think what you shall ask. It may be that 
the Lord, who appeared unto Solomon, and said, "I will give thee what
soever thou shalt ask," may have appearecl unto you to make this the 
night of mercy. Asl, not wealth of Him, ask not honour, ask not rank and 
station, but ask Him to give thee His clear Son; ask to have the Saviour 
to be thine for ever, ancl if thou askest this, it will be a wide-mouthed 
prayer, but Goel will answer it, and thou shalt have this grateful response
" According to thy faith be it done unto thee.'' 

ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

BY J.A.IlEZ DURNS, D.D., LL.D. 

No. 10.-HOGH LATIMER. 

Tms heroic and devoted servant 
of Christ was born at Mount Sorrel 
in Leicestershire ; his father was 
a small farmer. He receivecl his 
education at Cambridge and was 
a blind, bigoted Romanist, until his 
eyes were opened in conversation 
with Bilney, who, for Protestant 
:fidelity, was burnt at Norwich. 
Latimer seemed to know no fear 
but that of Goel, and when he saw 
the truth of the Gospel, it was his 
one great aim . to make it known to 
his fellow-men. He expostulated 
with Henry VIII. on the evil 
of prohil/iting the use of the Bible 

in English. In 1535 he was made 
Bishop of ·w orcester, and it is 
said he owed his elevation chiefly 
to Anne Boleyn and Thomas 
Cromwell. His plain and pointed 
sermons often placed him in clanger, 
and the king had him cited to 
appear and answer for a cl is course he 
had recently delivered at court, but 
he justified it sohone~lythat Harry 
dismissed him with' smile. He· 
was a prisoner in the tower for 
some years, however, in Henry's 
reign. Released when Edward 
ascended the throne, he refused to
resume his Epi<scopal functions. In 
Mary's reign, he became .one ?f _the
earliest victims to her Pap1stical 
rage and cruelty ; he with Ridley, 
were brought to the stake on the 
North side of Baliol College, Oxford, 
Oct. 16, 1555. His holy courage 
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was in the ascendant to the end, 
ibis last words were to cheer his 
brother sufferer, in the result that 
zhould follow their martrydom. 

"We shall this day, brother, light 
such a candle in England, as shall 
never be put out." 

But let us see how this noble 
martyr had preached the truth for 
which he so cheerfully died. In 
sermons on the beatitudes he thus 
speaks:-

" Our Saviour saith ' Blessed are 
the poor: ' it is contrary to our · 
reason, for who would think 
poverty to be a blessedness? who 
is he that would not rather be rich 
than poor? To be rich is a blessed
ness in our eyes; to be poor is 
3ll unhappiness in our mind; but 
we must subdue our judgments. 
We esteem it to be a cursedness to 
be poor. Luke bath no more but 
these words; Matthew addeth ' in 
spirit.' 

" The kingdom of heaven is taken 
sometimes for the office of preaching, 
as when He compared the kingdom 
-0f heaven to' a net that catches good 
and bad fishes,' there he meaneth 
the office of preaching; sometimes it 
is taken for eternal felicity, which 
Christ our Saviour merited for us. 
When John Baptist sendeth his 
disciples unto Christ to ask him 
whether He be Christ or not, He 
told him what miracles He had 
done, and amongst other things 
He said, 'The poor hear the Gospel,' 
meaning tha• the poor be more 
willing to hear the gospel, they take 
more pains in hearing God's ·word, 
than the rich do: for the rich 
-0ommonly least regard the gospel. 
Look throughout all England, and 
you shall find it so. Likewise he saith 
by the prophet, ' He hath sent me 
to preach the gospel unto the poor,' 
because the poor hath more pleasure 
in it ; the rich men commonly 
zegard it for nothing : therefore it 

is wonderful that as such terrible 
things are written of rich men, and 
yet we seek all to be rich, and call 
them blessed and happy that be so. 
But as I told you heretofore how 
that these rich farmers made their 
excuses : they would not come · to 
the banquet which God had pre
pared for them, because their riches 
did let them ; therefore riches are 
called thorns in Scripture. As for 
an example : there be two ways to 
a town, the one is plain and straigbt, 
the other is full of thorns. Now 
he, that goeth the plain way shall 
sooner come to his journey's end 
than he that goeth the thorny way. 
So it is easier without riches to 
come to heaven than with riches: 
but our nature is so corrupt, that 
we ever desire that thing that may 
do us harm. I will not say but 
that men may have riches, and many 
good men have had great riches; 
yet riches must be had with 
fear; for it is a dangerous thing to 
have them: they be but burdens, 
they that have them be but bailiffs 
and stewards over them, they must 
make account for them. And there
fore, above· all things rich men must 
have in fresh memory this scripture. 
' ,vhen riches come upon you, set 
not your hearts upon theni,' use 
them to such end as God hath 
appointed; with your plenty help the 
needy, the poor and miserable 
people : and this is our duty to do. 
For he that hath riches and helpeth 
not the poor withal, but layeth them 
up for himself, he is a thief before 
God, though he do come rightly and 
justly by his good~, for he doth not 
his duty, he withdraweth that from 
the poor that pertaineth unto them; 
for God requireth of the rich to 
reliev<'l and help the poor with his 
riches; when he now doth it not the 
writers call him a thief. Here we 
see what a burden it is to have 
riches, therefore let us not be so 
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greedy after them ; and when we 
have them, let us remember that we 
be but God's stewards, and distri
buters of his treasures. 

"You must mark here that our 
Saviour when he saith 'blessed be 
the poor,' he counteth not the Friars' 
poverty, that same wilful poverty, 
but if we be come to -poverty 
for confessing of Christ, then thou 
art blessed. Again, I am a rich 
man, the fire cometh and taketh 
away my riches. As Job was a 
rich man, but what happened?· 
His enemies came and took away 
a.II together; so we may this day be 
nch, and to-morrQW we may be 
beggars; for riches be changeable 
unto us, but not unto God; for 
·God knoweth them, and to whom 
be will give them or take them away 

, again. Now when I come to poverty 
by chance, so that God sendeth 
poverty unto me, then I am blessed, 
when I take poverty well without 
grudging. 

"'.Blessed are they that mourn, 
for they shall have comfort.' ''"e 
after our reasons esteem happy that 
can make merry in this world ; but 
our Saviour contrariwise pronounc
eth them blessed that mourn and 
weep in this world. We seek all to be 
:iri that case, that we might laugh and 
be merry, for we think that to be a 
great blessedness, but our Saviour 
yronounced them blessed that weep. 
And therefore the Scripture saith, 
'It is better to go to the mourning 
house than to the house of 
banqueting:' For he that goeth to 
sick folks, it shall be a goocl admoni
tion, it shall make him to consider 
the frailty and weakness of mankind, 
and so stir him up to make ready 
and not to set much by this world. 
St. Paul speaketh of two manners 
of sorrowfulness, the one is worldly 
and the other is ghostly; the worldiy 
sorrowfulness is without faith as the 
wicked, when they weep, they are 

sorro$"ul: yet this comfort, of which 
Christ speaketh, is not promised 
unto them, Esau wept w}len Jacob 
beguiled him, but his w_.ping was 
without faith, Truly happy are 
those that have much occasion to 
weep and wail: For, 'Vexation 
and trouble maketh us to know 
ourselves, and teacheth us to leave 
sin and wickedness.' There be 
many which be in great miseries, 
shut out of their houses, or in sick
ness, or other troubles ; they shall 
comfort themselves with this blessing, 
which our Saviour promiseth unto 
them; namely, they shall be sure 
that they shall have comfort and 
relief of their miseries, for he will 
not suffer them to be farther tempted 
than they shall be able to bear, and 
then in the end they shall have 
everlasting comfort. 

"It is a notable answer that 
Abraham maketh to the rich man. 
when he lay in hell fire : ' My son/ 
saith he, ' thou hast received thy 
good days in thy lifetime, now thou 
shalt be punished.' nut, ' Lazarus 
hath had miseries and calamities : 
and therefore he shall be comforted 
now.' So we must learn to be con
tent, to go from weeping to laughing, 
from sorrow to eternal felicity, but 
we must first suffer here, we may 
not go from one felicity to the other; 
therefore St. Jerome saith, ' that he 
is a delicate soldier that will not 
suffer sometimes miseries and 
calamities.' 

" 'Blessed be the• me1·ciful for 
they shall obtain mercy.' I will 
not tarry long herein, you kno"r 
which be the works of mercy. 'I 
was hungry,' saith Christ, ' I ~as 
naked' (l\Iatthew xxv). There 1~ a 
ghostly mercy, which is to admomsh 
them that be in errors, to bring 
them to the right way. Also to 
forgive them that do me wrong; 
this is a mercy, and a needful mercy. 
And therefore they that will be 
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cruel-hearted so that they will not 
forgive unto their neighbours their 
faults, let them not look for mercy 
at God's hands. For we must be 
merciful, loving, and comfortable 
towards our neighbour, if we would 
obtain mercy at God's hands. 

" 'Blessed be the clean of heart 
for they shall see God.' By these 
words we may perceive that we 
shall not look to see God, to see 
our felicity when we be impure of 
heart. We cannot come to that 
unspeakable joy and felicity which 
God bath prepared for His, except 
we be clean in our hearts : therefore 
David knowing that lesson, saith to 
God, ' 0 God, make clean my heart 
within me.' But you will ask, how 
shall our hearts be purified and 
cleansed? Answer, 'Through faith 
the hearts of men must be cleansed.' 
They that hear God's word, and 
believe the same to be true and live 
after it, their hearts shall be purified, 
and so they shall see God. There 
be two manners of seeing God as 
long as we be here, we must see 
Him by faith, by believing in Him. 
Yonder we shall Him face to face, 
as He is, therefore, believe here, and 
see there. And so it appeareth, 
that be who will not hear God's 
word, and believe the same, that his 
heart may be cleansed, he shall not 
see God." 

Such preaching went directly to 
the hearts of the hearers, and they 
could not fail to understand the way 
of the Lord mqre perfectly. Earnest, 
pointed, searching, plain, and 
scriptural, he sought not his own 
fame as an orator to please men, 
but to be a faithful minister of the 
New Testament. 

Latimer possessed in no common 
degree the spirit of Elijah. He had 
no fear, but that of God. His life 
was one of constant labour, plain 
and unsophisticated in all his habits, 
he bought riches and honours which 

were celestial, and that pass not 
away, and his name will ever rank 
as one of the most GLORIOUS 01· 
E:-rnLISH MARTYRS. 

FILTHY RAGS. 

BY REY. T. R. STEVENSOK. 

"NoT a pleasant subject,'' you 
think. Perhaps not. But some
times disagreeable things are useful. 
It may be so with this. Like medi
cin~ it is repulsive ; like medicine, 
it may be beneficial. 

The Bible compares men to 
"filthy rags.'' Isaiah employs the 
expression. It seems strong-at 
first, it appears quite extravagant. 
It is not. Spiritually the uncon
verted are like'' filthy rags." Spirit
ually we say, not morally. There 
is some good in all. A book was 
once written called Praise and 
Blame. In it many diiferent per
sons were brought forward, sketched 
from life, and in each there was 
something to praise and something 
to blame. Exactly-such is con
tinually the case. The bad have 
some commendable qualities, how
ever small. Nevertheless, though a 
person be very virtuous, he is, if 
unregenerated, in a guilty and 
perilous condition. As regards God 
he is woefully deficient. Does he 
love, trust, obey Him? Nol If 
candid, he would not for a moment 
pretend that he does. His heart 
may be warm earthwards, but it is 
cold heavenwards. Here lies the 
great sin and chief shortcoming of 
human nature, indifference to God. 

That is not all. Each of us bas 
done actual wrong. '\Ve cannot 
deny that again and again we have 
committed offences against which 
conscience has loudly protested. 
Thoughts and feelings have been 
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allowed boa.rd · and lodging within 
our souls which we knew were 
quite unworthy of us. A Roman 
orator, accused of a crime whereof 
he was innocent, said that he wished 
lie had a window in his heart, in 
order that all might see how guilt
less. he was. Can you and I say 
this? No, indeed. Not seldom it 
would have gone hard with our repu
tations if the world could have looked 
into our hearts. Therefore, though 
the phrase" filthy rags" has a severe 
sonnd, we are not long before we 
discover its appropriateness. 

"E'ilthy rags" u:ere not always 
filthy. They were not always even 
:mgs. Once they were clean. Some 
cJf them were "fine linen." From 
clothing the person they deg~nerated 
into dirty refuse. And man was not 
always sinful. At first, Adam was 
pure. " God made man upright, 
but he hath sought out many in
ventions." The heart is compared 
to ,a stone. "I will take away the 
heart .o:f stone." Stones were, ttges 
ago, nothing but earth. In museums, 
you may sometimes see a bit ofrock 
with the impress of a fern, or the 
mark of an animal's foot on it, 
showing that, long ago, it was soft. 
Giga.ntic upheavings of nature took 
pla:ce, burying it, subjecting it to 
pressure and heat-hence its pre
sent hardness. The great disaster 
rJf 'the Fall has done something 
similar to the soul. If you come 
aeross a fine statue, lying at the 
foot of its pedestal, cracked and 
maimed, at what conclusion do yon 
arcive-that this is its original state 
and position? Not for a moment. 
Beholding a stately oak uprooted 
and prostrate on the grass, you 
would never maintain that it had 
always been thus shattered and 
overthrown. As much may be said 
of .depraved humanity, 

Very often wicked men say, 
" Why do you 1·ebuke me for what 

I do ? Can I help it? Did not God 
give me my strong .appetites, lusts, 
and passions ? " No, He did not. 
He gave you appetites and "pas
sions," as you call them, but He 
did not make them as '' strong'' as 
they are. You did that! By in
dulgence they have ceased to be 
servants and become lords, You 
cannot blame the Creator. Even 
Robert Burns, no paragon of purity, 
admitted this. Hear his lines :-

"1Vhen passion drives to wild excess, 
And folly wakes to shan10, 

It cannot make the eiadness less, 
To cast on hea vcn the blame. 

Oh, blindly wander, if thou wilt, 
And break from virtue's rule, 

But add not blasphemy to guilt, 
And doubly play the fool. 

" Tho light that seemed to shine on 
high, 

And lei! them on to sin, 
Was but reflected to thine eye 

From passion's fire within. 
And conscience warned thee of tlw 

guide, 
.And reason raised .her voice; 

Thou wert not forced to ·turn aside, 
But freely made the choice." 

'' Filthy rags'' Yitay be "made 
beaut~ful and useful. Paper is 
manufactured out of them, and what 
fairer than a sheet of smooth, new 
paper ? How useful, too ! We 
could hardly do without it. By it 
we communicate with each other. 
Through it the good, the clever, the 
gifted, convey their thoughts to us. 
Nay, the Bible itself, is made of 
'' filthy rags." Wonderful fact l 
through what were once "filthy 
rags " my God speaks to me. · 

The worst men may be pardoned 
and become useful. There is " a 
fountain opened for sin and unclean
ness.'' Christ can purify and forgive 
the vilest. "Now ye a.re clean 
through the Word which I have 
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spoken unto you." St. Augustine 
was· a d.iHsipated youth, revelling in 
vice, but he w11,11 saved. Read his 
Oenfessions, and you will say, 
"Here is the filthy rag made clean." 
John Bunyan was so wicked that he 
tried to find out a new sin, but he was 
converted. Read his Grace Abound
ing, and you will exclaim," Another 
filthy rag cleansed." After he had 
enumerated a black list of evils, 
Paul adds, " And such were some of 
you; but ye are washed, ye are 
sanctified, ye are justified." The 
writer has been told that two able 
living preachers, popular and useful, 
were once prize-fighters and actors. 

Very useful many a converted 
sinner becomes. Who can tell what 
thousands upon thousands have been 
comforted in grief, strengthened in 
temptation, encouraged in benevo
lence, and brought to Christ by the 
epistles of Paul? Yet he spoke of 
himself as '' chief'' of sinners. The 
Pilgrim's Progress has aided manya 
pilgrim heavenwards, but it was 
written by one who, according to his 
on account, had been a notorious 
offender. John Newton was not 
only the means of great spiritual 
good while he lived, but now he is 
dead his beautiful hymns are a help 
to hundreds: nevertheless,Newton, 
in allusion to his former depraved 
course, called himself " the African 
blasphemer.'' My brother, your 
<;haracter may be not only a tatt\)red 
rag, but a filthy one. You may have 
been very bad indeed. But if you 
will go to Christ, and cry, " Create 
in me a clean heart," He will do it. 
You are not too wicked to be for
given and renewed. Seek Him, and 
He will make you pure. 

There is a familfa,r yet ever-wel
come passage in Isaiah to the fol
lowing effect:-'' Though your sins 
be as, scarlet, they shall be as wool ; 
though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be white as snow." It 

has been remarked," modern scienee. 
casts new light on this promise. 
"We have some little difficulty,"' 
says a certain authority,'' with iron 
dyes; but the most troublesome of. 
all are Turkey-red rags. You see· 
I have dipped this into my solution; 
its red is paler, but it is still strong. 
If I steep it long enough to efface 
the colour entirely, the fibre will be 
destroyed; it will be useless for 
manufacture. How, then, are we to 
dispose of red rags ? '\Ve leave 
their indelible dye as it is, and 
make them into blotting-paper. 
Perhaps you have wondered why 
your writing-pad is red, Now you 
know the reason." What a striking 
ill us tra tion of the fitness and force 
of this figure of God's Word is fur
nished by this explanation l The 
Spirit of God led the prophet Isaiah 
to write, not '' though your sins be 
as blue as the sky, or as green as 
the olive leaf, or as black as night? '' 
he chose the very colour which 
modern science, with a,ll its appli
ances, finds to be indestructible :
" Though your sins be as scarle4 
though they be red like crimson,. 
they shall be white as snow." 

Rags have to lw tora before they 
are good for much. ·when brought 
to the paper-mill they are pulled to 
pieces and reduced to shreds. Th.is 
is necessary; without it they cannot 
be converted into proper material. 
Something of a kindred nature hap
pens to most people ere they are 
rendered spiritually clean. Trouble 
handles them roughly, and tears up 
their peace. Their comfort is, for a 
time, destroyed. So prone are we 
to forget God 'flnd the soul, that 
there are few who do not need the 
rod. Sorrow has brought many a 
man to Christ who otherwise would 
neve1· have l!lought Him. This is 
one of the prime reasons of affiie. 
tion. Our Divine Friend takes no 
pleasure in grieving us, but it is 
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ah solutely needfql in order that we 
may seek them. '' I have chosen 
thee in the furnace of affliction." 
How many know the meaning of 
that! It was quaintly said by one, 
'' I could never see until I was 
blind." By another, '' I never ran 

THE JOYS AND smmows OF 
A BAPTIST ::\IINISTER. 

llY scm;TATOR. 

Cm.rTER X.-A Catalogue of 
lviiseries. 

THE shrewd miner was right. His 
predictions in relation to the pastor's 
troubles were soon verified. From 
the moment the chapel- building 
committee was formed Mr. Ernest's 
sorrows were multiplied. Material 
progress for the cause meant for 
him anything but material comfort. 
Hitherto, though he had seen and 
heard much in the small commu
nity over which he had been called 
upon to preside that had caused him 
anxious thought and fearful fore
bodings, all dwindled into compara
tive insignificance when contrasted 
with what fell to his bitter lot during 
the twelve months the various altera
tions were being carried out. As 
the space · allotted to us will not 
permit us to enter into detail with 
regard to these varied miseries, the 
reader will kindly bear with us if, as 
the next best thing, we group the 
chief of them together in the form 
of a catalogue. 

1. Question proposed at Church 
meeting,'' Where should the Church 

in the way of God's commandments 
until I lost my legs." Reader, how 
fares it with you? You have 
trouble. Are you getting good from 
it? Is it drawing you to Christ? 
Come to Him ! Let not suffering 
be lost on you. 

and congregation meet for worship 
when deprived of the use of the 
chapel ? " Two places proposed : 
one the Co-operative Room, the 
other the Temperance Hall. '.l'he 
members of the Co-operative Stores 
strongly of opinion that theirs was 
the best room, and hoped it would 
be taken. The teetotalers, on the 
same ground, as strongly in favour 
of securing the Temperance Hall. 
A stirring debate on this vital point, 
each party advocating its claims in 
the light of vested interests. Finally 
decided by a fair majority to take 
the Temperance Hall, 

2. Deacon Snap and Deacon 
Cherry found to differ on the choice 
of an architect: Deacon Snap for a 
favourite of his in London; Deacon 
Cherry for one in Grumbletown, 
Two private interviews between the 
pastor and the two deacons to settle 
the matter. Deacon Snap, with a 
deal of persuasion, induced most 
reluctantly, on the ground of 
economy, to give way. 

3. Estimates for the proposed 
alterations found to amount to £200 
more than was contemplated. A 
long Church meeting to deci~e, in 
order to curtail the expenditure, 
what should be left out, and what 
should be kept in. l\Iany ingenious -
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theories expounded by several mem
b~rs, all of them proving that they 
knew nothing of architecture. Re
solved, as a matter of necessity, to 
instruct the architect to modify the 
plans to his own liking. 

4. Debate at Church meeting as 
to who should lay the Corner stone. 
Some for one notability, some for 
another. Six proposed including 
two Members of Parliament and 
the Mayor, the pastor and deacons 
to wait on them all if necessary. 
All found, after several journeys and 
interviews, for various reasons, to 
decline. Mr. Snap therefore chosen, 
in the secret hope that he would 
give munificently at the stone-lay
ing. The stone accordingly laid by 
him, but the said hope woefully dis
appointe4> Mr. Snap giving nothing, 
but simply expressing his heartfelt 
and grateful thanks for the hon01w 
conferred upon him. 

5. The joiner compelled to throw 
up the contract before signing it, in 
consequence of having lindesignedly 
sent in deficient estimates. The 
next joiner, therefore, taken who 
had tendered for £ti0 more. 

6. Split in the committee on send
ing out begging circulars. Part for 
sending circulars out to all the 
churches in the kingdom, asking 
each church for a half-crown or a 
shilling; part declining to send any 
at all, under the belief that they 
would not pay for the postage. The 
circular system ultimately adopted 
by a majority of one, with the resttlt 
of nine churches out of ten either 
paying no heed to them, or declining 
to send a penny. Much grumbling 
at the waste of time and labour in
volved in sending out the circulars, 
and a net loss of three guineas. 

7. Quarrel between lVIr. Snap and 
the architect on some trivial altera
tion, :Mr. Snap threatening non
payment, and the architect to 
throw "Up bis commission. The 

matter smoothed over nobody knew 
how, · • 

8. The weekly offering not found 
to pay fully the rent of the hired 
hall, the people pleading, as an ex
cuse, the claims of the building fund 
for not giving more liberally. An 
extra subscription started to meet 
the difficulty, in which cheerful 
giving was at a discount, being the 
exception rather than the rule. 

!l. The pastor grumbled at by a 
few for his inability to do two oppo
site things at the same time; namely, 
fo1· not visiting more at home when 
out 6n his begging mission abroad. 
'l'he discontented clique at a private 
tea-party strongly denouncing him 
for his neglect of pastoral visitation, 
yet expressing how little they profited 
by his visits even when he did make 
them. 

10. A good portion of the pastor's 
time taken up with. the aforesaid 
begging, with the following results: 
1. The £300 not only gathered, but 
£50 in addition ; the greater part 
of..,his sum being given by Mr. 
Ernest's personal friends and the 
benevolent leaders of the denomi
nation to which he belonged. 2. 
Some murmuring by the discon
tented clique at :i\Ir. Ernest not 
taking more time in preparing his 
sermons, and in being absent from 
so many of the weekly meetings. 3. 
One or two members having back
slidden, the pastor informed by Mr. 
Snap and members of the clique 
that this was plainly to be attributed 
to theiJ: " not having been better 
looked after," and a breach made 
between the pastor and Mr. Snap in 
consequence. -1. The Church, as a 
whole, so occupied with secular and 
money matters as to lose sight, to 
a lamentable extent, of its spiritual 
interests. 5. 'l'he flock acknow
ledged to be in a poor state re
ligiously, and ihe greater portion of 
the blame laid at the door of the 
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p~stor. 6. Mr. Ernest well-nigh 
worn out with travelling, begging, 
and being "snubbed" in the course 
of his arduous mission, resolves that 
if he once gets through this enter
prise successfully no power on earth 
should ever induce him to engage in 
such -another. 

11. Two or three disagreements 
on the ladies' sewing committee, in 
which the pastor's wife was made 
the chief sufferer. 

12. Great discontent at the con
gregation being compelled to stay 
four months longer in the hired hall 
than was originally contemplated, 
and that in spite of all the notes of 
warning sent to· the various con
tractors, some of the members asking 
sceptically whether the chapel will 
ever be opened at all ! 

13. A lively discussion as to the 
propriety of cushioning the pews. 
Most for the cushions being made 
by the ladies of the church and con
gregation, that every pew might be 
alike. Some for providing their_ 
own, and others for having none at 
all. Carried by two-thirds to have 
crimson cushions of the best material 
in all the pews except those for the 
Sunday-school scholars, a special 
subscription to be raised for the 
purpose. The work forthwith com
menced with great zeal on the part 
of many, and left to be finished as 
usual by the persevering few. 

14. A date fix~d for the opening 
services, and various popular 
preachers applied to. The whole 
of the arrangements afterwards 
nullified, in consequence of the dila
tory conduct of the joiners, plasterers, 
an~ painters ; the building, through 
their neglect, being found not to be 
in a fit state for opening at the time 
appointed. 

15. The date finally fixed, and a 
rupture threatened in the Church 
through the discontented clique pro
posing for the opening service 

preachers not in favour with a part 
of the Church, the said ingenious 
proposal being the fruit of seed
sowing at a private tea-party. This 
rupture got over only by the better 
portion of the C.l;i.urch giving way 
for the sake of peace. 

16. The opening services con
cluded, when it is found that the 
alterations have cost £1,250 instead 
of £750, which, with the £250 -0f 
old debt, makes the total £1,500. 
Towards this sum £850 found to 
have been collected, leaving a debt, 
therefore, of £550 on the building. 
All pleased with the alterations, but 
none with the debt. The pastor 
blamed for not collecting more, the 
architect for deceiving the com
mittee, the committee for being de
ceived, and those who wo.uld '' give 
nothing" heard to declare triumph
antly that "they always said it 
would be so," and forthwith showing 
practically their disapprobation of 
the change by appropriating for 
themselves some of the best pews in 
the place. 

'\Vith such a catalogue of chapel
building miseries, no one can wonder 
at Mr. Ernest's resolution never to 
engage under such circumstances in 
a similar enterprise. It must be 
confessed that in his case the 
work was peculiarly trying. Had 
it been his good fortune to have 
laboured in the same useful line for 
a noble-hearted, generous, and well
trained Church, where humble efforts 
to serve would have been, in some 
measure, appreciated, the case with 
hirh would doubtless have been 
totally different. As it was, in addi
tion to all these miseries in other 
ways, he had to make personal 
sacrifices. To induce the Church 
to enter upon the movement with a 
degree of unanimity, he had made 
the promise of giving £20 out of 
his limited income; this sum was, 
during the twelve months, promptly 
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handed. over to the treasurer by in
stalments ; but how Mrs. Ernest 
was enabled to part with it, and yet 
keep out of debt, was a secret known 
only to God, herself, and her hus
band. But one thing is certain, the 
most rigid economy had to be exer
cised, and the greatest self-denial 
put in daily practice. For the wear 
and tear of good clothes, soon made 
"seedy" in beacrino tours, no recom
pense was evet~nade, or thought of, 
and tlris was to the financially 
crippled pastor a serious item to 
have to meet. To enter week after 
week into fresh cities, towns and 
villages, face persons hitherto un•• 
known with a subscription book, 
take kindly anything they might 
choose to say, answer all the ques
tions they nright deem it needful to 
ask, and walk out cheerfully if, after 
all, a peremptory and snappish 
refusal was given, was no easy task 
to one who felt .his courage braced 
up for it only by the consideration 
that he was doing• it "as to the 
Lord, and not unto men." Never 
did he feel this more than on one 
occasion when, just before starting 
by train his darling child was taken 
alarnringly ill. Should he leave 
it or not? It was a desperate in
ternal struggle. Tearing himself 
away with the belief that it was his 
duty to meet his engagement, he 
fondly kissed the child, and left his 
home. The thirty miles he rode 

were miles of anguish. How was 
the child going on ? Should he ever 
see .it alive again? In two hours 
he reached his destination. Shown 
into his bedroom, his first action 
was to fall down upon his knees, 
and, like Hannah of old, to '' pour 
out his soul before the Lord." As 
he prayed relief came. As a message 
from heaven these words were ap
plied by the spirit of God with 
power to his soul, '' Casting all your 
care upon Him, for He careth for 
yeu." Rising from his knees he 
cried, " It is enough: 0 Lord, I 
cannot see my dear child, but Thou 
canst; I cannot help him, but Thou 
canst ; by faith, therefore, I commit 
him into Thy loving care, and I 
know it must-it shall be well." 
The burden was gone, and he left· 
his room to do his duty cheerfully, 
believing that when tidings came 
from home they would be of a cheer
ing nature. The expectation was 
not in vain. The next post proved 
that his prayer had been heard and 
answered : the child had received 
relief, and it was believed was 
on the way for complete recovery. 
That incident he could never forget; 
and it was one of those cheering 
"tokens for good'' that helped him 
to " endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ" for such a 
cause as that in Grumbletown. 

( To be continued.) 

iltanings among tge S~tabts. 

FOUND AT DUTY. 

THE Rev. J. Carter, one of the 
Puritan nrinisters, once came imex
pectedly behind a Christian of his · 
acquaintance, who was busily occu
pied in his business as a tanner. 

He gave him a pleasant tap on the 
shoulder ; the good man looked 
behind him, started, and said, 
" Sir, I am ashamed that you 
should find me thus." Mr. Carter 
replied, " Let Christ, when He 
eometh, find me so doing.'' "What," 
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said the good man, " doing thus?'' 
"Yes," said Mr. Carter, "faithfully 
performing the duties of my calling." 

PREACHING SMALL. 

" MoTH~;R," said a little girl one 
day, "do you think our minister 
would use so many hard words if I 
told him I could not understand 
him to day. I'm going over to ask 
him to preach wictll." 

PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION. 

A LITTLE philosophy inclineth men's 
minds to Atheism; b:1t depth in 
philosophy bringeth men's minds to 
Religion.-Lord Bacon. 

HOW TO DK\L "\YITH IXFI-
DEL S. 

l~FlllELs hate the Bible. In their 
attacks they higgle and wriggle 
about some disputed point of little 
importance, confident of being able 
to overthrow the whole truth of 
Scripture by their silly prattle. Just 
as soon would a poor blind mole 
tear up from the ground an oak of a 
hundred years by burrowing under 
one of the best of its roots. Should 
they attack you, don't cavil with 
them about trifles, but boldly de
clare your opinion, leaving them to 
wrangle by themselves. Tell them 
if there be anything good, and holy, 
and heavenly in the world, the Bible 
exhorts us to practise it; and if 
there be anything base or wicked in 
the world the Bible commands us to 
avoid it. '!'hat will be a poser. 
Tell them that the Bible contains 
more knowledge and wisdom than all 
other books that were ever printed 
put together; that those who believe 
its promises and obey its precepts 
have peace, and hope, and joy amid 
the cares of life, and the tryina hour 
of death. That the Bible ha~ been 
believed in by the wisest and best of 

men ; that it makes known to the 
sinner the only way of salvation, 
through the sacrifice of a Redeemer. 
Then ask them, before they pull the 
book to pieces any more, to produce 
one that has done a thousandth part 
so much good in making men happy 
on earth, and in guiding them in the 
way to heaven. and this will be the 
greatest power of all to them.
Spiritual Garland. 

EARTHLY PERFECTION. 

EARTIILY perfection is one of the 
pleasant dreams of inexperience. 
It is generally the honest determi
nation of young beginners to do 
very great things, and they firmly 
believe that all their lofty aspira
tions will be fully realised. This is 
one of the illusions of life by which 
every new generation i~ fascinated, 
despite all the disappointments of 
preceding generations. Each fresh 
comer into the field is blissfully 
forgetful of human frailties and 
heroically defiant of difficulties, and 
nothing but his own personal ex
perience will be able to shake his 
faith in the splendour of his future 
achievements. He will not relin
quish his belief that. perfection is 
to recompense his efforts until re
peated failures hurl to the dust the 
gorgeous pile of his glowing expec
tations. What man ever yet ac
complished all he purposed, either 
in relation to personal improvement 
or Christian usefulness ? Even the 
apostle who, by Divine help, did 
more than most men to enrich the 
world, and lift himself nearer to 
God, had to confess, in old age, that 
the perfection to which he had 
aspired was still far away. He had 
not either in holy beauty or be
nignant influence made his life 
what, in bygone years, he meant 
and hoped to make it. 

There never lived but One in this. 
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world whose review of His earthly 
life was free from all the sadness 
which sight of fault and failure 
brings. When Jesus hung upon 

-the cross, He could think of such a 
work as had never devolved upon 
man or angel, and of that match
less work He could say, "It 
is :finished!" He came into the 
world with the most perfect ideal 
of what He should be and of what 
He should do. He was a11 that He 
purposed to be ! He did all He 
purposed to do ! Glorious Gospel 
truth, that His perfection is not for 
our condemnation, but for our justi
fication l By the obedience of the 
One the many are to be made 
righteous. Glorious Gospel hope, 
that His disciples are to be con
formed to His perfection in heaven l 
In the better land David and all 
His other servants shall have re
views of life furnishing materials 
for joy, and praise, and confidence, i 

and hope. The grace of God, to 
which David turned for solace when ' 

Ll"KE xx.iv. 29. 

"Abide with us," Thou grncious Lord, 
N"ow evening shades obscure the 

light; 
Thy mercies ju our hc11rtA record, 

Ancl grant us all a blesse,1 night. 
'· Abiclo with us." 

That ,Ye may rest in perfect peace.· 

That peace which Thou alone canst give, 
Resulting fi-0111 oLn· sins forgiven; 

Peace through 'fhy lJloo,l. that we may 
live 

This night as at "the gate of lrnaven." 
~, ,....\1Jide ·with us," 

Thine angels clmrge their wakh to keep. 

the thought of life's failures made 
him sad, has pledged itself not only 
to forgive the earthly past, but also 
to make perfect the heavenly future. 
"As we have borne the image of the 
earthly, we sbaU also bear the image 
of the heavenly." What bliss there 
mu~t be for those who have been 
for centuries in heaven, and whose 
memories, revisitiug centuries of 
celestial life and labo11r, find in them 
obedience to every commandment, 
the fulfilment of every early pro
mise, and the accomplishment of 
every high promise ! To that per
fect life which His love will give 
us beyond the grave, God's Word 
directs the hope of every one who 
is troubled in spfrit and broken in 
heart by tbe memories of this 
faulty life, and who cries out i!i. 
agony,-
" "\Yhen shall I, Lord, a journey take 

'fhrongh 1ny cleprrrtet1 years, 
And not a 1nour11ful vi.:sit n1ake, 

.And not rr-hn·n in tea1·s?" 
Yr~cE. 

O. Holy Comforter. rlesccwl: 
· Confirm the pr01~1ise of our Lord : 

•• 'So I mn with you to tlio end,'' 
Auel giYc us faith to trust His Word. 

'~Abide ,vith us.,.n 
That we may feel Thy sacred po"cr. 

"Ahi<le ,,ith us," cele.stiul Do,e, 
The clay'R far spont~fot praise ariso • 

No"- fold us in '1.'hi?c ar;:ns of }-oye, ' 
Compose our nnmls aucl close our 

'~ Al)idA with u~.,.'~ 
The lilcssecl Thou. the faithful Oue ! 
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THE LOST CHURCH. 

From tl,e German of Uhland. 

IN the deep wood I he:1r the swell 
Of some far-distant sacred chime, 

But whence it cometh none can tell, 
Nor legend of the olden time; 

Yet, doubtless, in remoter clays, 
Diel word., of peace and blessing fall, 

And solemn prnyers and hymns of 
praise 

Ascended to the Lorcl of all. 

Into that forest oft I strayed, 
A way from every human sound, 

And for that holy peace I prayed 
Which men in ages past have found; 

And from t.he secret tower I heard 
The solemn chimes float on the air, 

Increasing still as I was stirred 
By impulses of fervent prayer. 

I stood emaptmed with the sound; 
l\Iy soul with sacred joy did glow

I seemed to be on holy ground, 
'.Vith saints ancl martyrs long ago. 

The present world was past and gone, 
And, swiftly as the sun's bright rays 

Break through the rosy mist of dawn, 
A fair cathedral met my gaze. 

The skies al1ove were pure anrl b1·ight, 
O'er all the gorgeous sun clid shine ; 

The windows glowed with chastened 
light 

Through many a strange and rare 
design; 

The Baptism of tlie Holy Ghost. By 
Rev. ALEX. llIA.HAN, D.D.; and The 
Endowment of Power, Rev. C. G. 
FINNEY. Revised and Edited by 
Rev. JonN BArE. Cheap Edition. 
(Elliot Stock.) 

A BOOK that will be sure to command 
an extensive perusal, the subject being 
i;o important, ancl the authors so known 
throughout Christendom. Wo have 
numbered both theso excellent men 
among our personal friends for more 
than a quarter of a century, and it was 
an inexpressible delight to silo the 

Soft clouds, just tinged with heavenly 
fire, 

Like wings of angels floated far ; 
The cross that crowned the lofty apire, 

Gleamed tlirough them like a splen
did star. 

By secret wim1s of heaven fanned, 
Celestial music echoes rouncl; 

Untouched by any human hand, 
The bells gave out their mystic 

souncl; 
A calm, unearthly light was spread 

On sculptured form and column vast, 
As silently, with drooping head, 

Into the solemn pile I passed. 

As I approach the sacred shrine, 
A light from heaven around me falfa, 

And many a saint with glance divine 
Looks on me from the holy walls ; 

I see as in a happy dream, 
The glory of the Lord on high, 

And foel the consecrated gle,LID 
That clries the tear from every eye. 

With joy the altar steps I trod, 
All heave11 appeared before mine 

eyes; 
The mystic harmonies of God 

Were pealing through the trembling 
skies 

He who would gain this lofty mood 
Must sock, in some unworldly hour, 

The chimes that echo through ,the wood 
From that unknown celestia1 tower. 

Verey. 

manly fonu of the noble veteran, }Ia
ham, again on British soil. We trust 
his visit will be highly appreciated by 
Christians of all evangelical denomina
tions. His book relates to the expe
rience of the higher spiritual life, and 
while he is explicit in his teaching, he 
is U6Ver guilty of offensive dogmatisms 
to those who have not ascended the 
loftier regions of a more entire sancti
fication. Too little is written, and 
therefore too little is read, on the Holy 
Spirit and His work-yet ours is the 
Dispensation of the Holy Ghost-and 
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therefore wo cannot be too fully brought 
up to the blessings and privileges con
nected with His divine operations in 
the soul and life of believers, or on the 
Chm·ch in general. " The Endowment 
of Power" is what has rendered the 
devoted Finney so useful in his extra
ordinary life ai";d extended labour. \ll o 
commend both of these treatisos in this 
one cheap volume to all seeking after a 
more entire consecration to Goel. The 
term, "Daptis,n of the IIol y Ghost," is 
usetl in reference, to the one event on 
tho Day of PcmLe,cost, when the house 
was so filled with the Spirit that the 
assembly was, as it wore, covered over 
and snrronncled with Ilis gracious power, 
just as baptised persons are so covered 
with water when immersed in the name 
of the Lord J esns, and therefore is espe
cially striking in its symbolism, from a 
Baptist stand-point. Perhaps the throe 
excellent brethren connected. 1vith this 
will think a little on this point, and also 
remember that these terms were never 
again usecl in reference to any ordinary 
or extrnorclirn,ry gift of the Uoly Spirit. 
To be "fillecl with the Spirit" is our 
exalted privilege ancl blessedness, but 
to be "baptised with the Holy Ghost·" 
was the g-rcat inaugural event in the lives 
of the Apostles, &c., and introtluctory 
of the~ ew Dispensation of the Kingdom 
of God. · Wo trust this arlmirable work ,,ill sell by thousands of thousands. 

Companion to I'ilgrim's Prog,·ess. A 
SeTies of Discourses on that GTeat 
Allegory, &c., odginally clelivcred in 
Duke's Chapel, Hndclersfielcl, 1870-
71. By the_ Rev. 8.UlUEL BcR.N"S. 
(London: Hodder and Co.) 

THE appearance of this very kmclsomc 
volume is most opportune. All the 
world are reading and talking and 
writing about the Illustrious Dreamer, 
and these twelve discourses will greatly 
help to render the perusal of Bunyan's 
immortal work additionally edifying 
ancl useful. :Mr. Burns's style is clear, 
his illustrations forcible, and his appeals 
and applications of his thorne spiritual 
and earnest. We trust it will be very 
largely circulated, ancl we feel satisfied 
it will be a source of real edification to 

those who read it. In many points it 
differs from lectures ancl sermons on 
the same su.bject, and therefore we 
think there was ample room for it, and 
shall be glad to learn that it has taken 
a permanent place in the religious lite
rature of our times. 

The lnterpretrr; o,-, Script·urej,,r Family 
~Vorsluj,, ~·c. A.rrangecl and Anno

tatecl by 0. H. Srt:RGEO::S. 

Tnrs lmmlsomc r1uarto vob.mo is now 
complete, am1 therefore may be taken 
in parts at ls. e1tch, or pnrchasecl in 
any form of binding complete. As we 
have repeatedly noticed the work in the 
course of publication, it is not poBsible 
to add much to what we ha.-e proviously 
s:1id. \Vo now observe, that ,is to its 
material excellencies of t)Tpe and paper 
and execution, we thir1k it would be 
difiicult to excel. Then the selections 
of Scripture rea,lings arc varied and 
comprehensive. Never so long as to be 
tedious, and the annotctions, like all 
1\fr. Sym.rgcon's ,-...ritings, a.re terse, 
spiritual, upposite, and dirnct. Tho 
hymns introduced a1·e inva.ri:i bly adapted 
to the subject to which they are ap
pended. We noecl say nothing as to its 
evangelical savour,and its experimental 
and practical bearing. "\Ye e,innot doubt 
of its early introduction into thousands 
of Christian families, encl hope it will 
be an extended aml abiding blessing 
for genurat.ions yet to eou1e. 

Tunes for the Supplement to tlte 1\Tew Con.
greyatior,al H1;1nr1 Book. Selected a~d 
arrmio-ocl bv S. D. ?lfaJOR. (Elliot 
Stock1 " 

fum: we ha,e 134 tunes, chiefly for 
peculiar metres, and renclerecl specially 
intercstino- hv brief references to the 
various c~mposcrs. It is handsomely 
got up, and will, no doubt-, meet with a 
hearty welcome from our s:1crecl choirs 
generally. 

Fo1:qii-eness of Sius, and Reconciliation 
to Gael. By HENRY 1L...ODOW ALL 
GRANT. 10th Thousand. (Morgan 
and Scott.) 

A l300K too woll known to need our 
commendation. Its sainted author has 
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passed away to the rest and tho reward, 
but has left behind him tdling and 
sweet treatises, that cannot fail to tell 
for the honour of his :\faster, and the 
good of souls. \Ve wish these forty
nine themes in this sm,ill volume may 
be widely spread, ancl if read with a 
devout spirit, they must be useful. 

Prie.,thond; Tfw True a11d .False, n·,·. 
By Jmi~ HARRIS, Author of "Re,i
sons why I prefer Chapel to Church." 
(Elliot Stock.) 

THE one Divine Priesthoor1 of the Lord 
.Jesus,anrl the universal spiritual priest
hoocl of all believers, are essential truths 
of the evangelical system of the X cw 
Testament. The author of this work 
having delivered a sermon on this im
portant theme, has expanded it into a 
volume of some :J50 pages. His obvious 
aim has been thorough, searching fide
lity, presented in a plain and forcible 
manner, ,mu he has hanclle<l priestisms 
and mysteries in uo soft and compro
mising spirit. We sincerely trust his 
volume will he largely circulafod, aud 
especially iu his own denomination
the '.Vesleyan :.\[etho<lists-wlwre we 
think there i.~, in som~ quarters, a con
siderable hankering after Church of 
Enghmd-ism audit's ceremonials. 

Atomi8m: Dr. 1);,ulct/Ts _ 1 ton,i,: TJ,rm;~ 
of t!te C'nivuse E.raminal and Rr
futed. Dy the Rev. Prof. \Y.l.TT,•, 
D.D., Belfast. 

An admirahlc first-class prodnction. 
We hope it will be read by thousanc1s 
of thousands. 

Brief ,1[,moir of.fames C~r!]uhart Ar1111; 
Scriptum Reader. Dy Re\·. A. E. 
BUI,L ( .J., Trafalgar-squal'G ). 

. A_most interesting little memoir, fur
mshmg a nice small 32 mo. for o-eneral 
circulation. 

0 

Baptism: Are "·e rir;l,t. By Rev. 
ARTHCR H. R. Hmmi,;~, Rector of 
Ashley. (Elliot Stock.) 
Clear, solid, and excellent, with 

a brief testimony of the author's 
conversion from infant sprinkling to 
believer's immersion. We hope many 

more rectors will follow hia honest 
example, and be rnctified on this 
subject. 

PERIODICALS A~D PAMPHLETS. 

Ril,lical Jfose11m. Part XIV. This 
admirable work is still in the course of 
publication in parts, at 3d., for those 
who prefer to purchase it in that way_ 
This part takes in Ephosians iv. to 
Philippians iii. 

The lii1:e. See our last notice. So 
also we say of the ,1ppeal and Ragged 
Sch.uol Union Jl11ya.,ine. 

The Recu,·der ~f the Union of the 
Rhonda JTafle.1/ and Pontgpridd English 
Baptist Cfmrches and Sunday-schools 
has a good practical article on Christian 
work and activity. 

Catlwiie Sen,wns, ;l·c. (Longley, 39, 
\Yarwick-lane, ld.) Xo. 20. A very 
excellent discourse bv Dr. Alexander 
).IcAuslane, " On cl~ath gains to a 
Christian," with lt telling portrait of 
the preacher. 

The Gw·dcner's Jla,r;a:ine is a mar'l'"el 
of variety and abundance; it loaves 
nothing to be desired. 

Old .Jonathan cannot be escelled in 
adaptation for real usofuluoss among 
the class for which it is especially 
designed. 

TVords and JI11sic 11( sei-eral Sacred 
and Temperance Piems. By J. Burns, 
D.D. (Church-street Chapel, Edgewarc
roacl). 

Baptist Jla_r;a.oi11e. The September 
number is really a missionary one. 
John Chamberlin, Henry ).fortin, Edu
cation in Benares, Dr. ).farshman, and 
~Ir. Phillips are nil introduced. 

Srrnrd and Trowr1. Unusually good, 
varied and racy. The reviews, as a 
rule, are Spurgeonism in the concrete, 
and thoroughly honest and reliable. 

Ragged School Uuivn ,11agazine opens 
with a paper on the movement to pro
vide public houses without drink, and 
is followed with interesting intelligence 
on the progress of the work. . 
, The Anmwl Report of the Ar!l11; 
Scripture Readers' SocietJ will weil 
repay a careful porusa.J. How much is 
to be done in this sphere of special 
Christian work! 
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Archibald Brown'.s Sermons. Xo. 21. 
(Davis, 1, Chapter House-court.) A 
profitable discourse on John xiv. 16. 

Baptist Newspaper. Doing its work 
well; but it would not do it worse if 

the editor exhibited more of the milk 
of kindness, and less of the vinegar of 
severity. ' 

The Appeal, The Hive, The Jiuseum, 
as ever, up to the mark. 

~enominatfonal JnteUigcnu. 
CHA~GES IX THE PASTORATE. 

Rev. Alfred Bax, of Faversham, 
Kent, has accepted a unanimous invita
tion of the church at Batterson-park 
Chapel to become their pastor. 

Rev, A. K. Davidson has resigned 
-the pastorate of the church, Barc1we11, 
Suffolk, and has accepted the invitation 
of the church, Chipping Sadbury, Glou
cestershire, to become their pastor. 

Rev. T. R. Stevenson, of Barnstaple, 
has accepted the pastorate of the 
English Baptist Church in Colombo, 
Ceylon. 

Rev. E. Vaughan, of the :'.\Ietropolitan 
Tabernacle College, ]ms accepted the 
pastorate of Surrey-lane Chapel, Battcr
sea. 

Rev. J. W. :'.lfil1s, of Bristol CollegP, 
has entered upon his pastorate at Blis
worth. 

Rev. A. Bowden, Bacup, has accepted 
an invitation from the church at ,Y el
beek-strect, Ashton-uncler-Lyne. 

J\!r. W. J. Ing-Jis, after nearly seven 
years' ministry at Soham, Cambs, ha.s 
accepted an invitation to Grove-road 
Church, Victoria-park. 

Rev. A. 11acdonald resigns the 
pastorate of the church in Xcw-road, 
Bromsgrove, at Christmas next, after a 
pastorat~ of twelve years. 

:Mr. C. B. Berrv. of the Pastorn' 
College, h,is recei,·~;l an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church at Fivc
heacl and Isle Abbotts. 

i\Ir. John Thomas, of Pontypool 
College, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorato of the church at Pcn
clawdd, Glamorganshire. 

Rev. J. T. Roberts. of Chilwell 
College, has accepted , an invitation 
from the church at West Retfonl, Kotts. 

SorTHSEA,-illr. R. Jeffery, of llfr. 
Spurgeon's College, has accepted the 
eall to the pastorate of the church of 
St. Paul's-square Chapel. 

WmTEIIAVEN,-1\fr. H. A. Fletcher 
has intimated his intention to resign 
the pastorate of the church, White
haven. 

BATH.-The Ucv. SpencQr Murch, 
late of Torquay, has taken the over
sight of the church meeting in New 
Bedfor<l Chapel, Bath. His residence 
now is 1, Norfolk-crescent, Bath. 

Rev. Richard EYans, of Burnley, has 
accepted a call from Greenfield Church, 
Llanelly, Carmarthenshire. His de
partt1re from Burnley will bo, a great 
loss to Lancitshire, bnt a gain to tho 
Principality, of which Mr. Evans is a 
native. His paper on "Education," 
read at the last autumnal meetings at 
Xottingham of the Baptist Union, will 
be in the remembrance of all who had 
the pleasure of hc,iring it. 

PRESEXTA TIOXS. 

Uc,-. W. J. Tomkins. who hus re
cently become pastor of the church in 
Queen's-road, Barkin1<, was presented, 
at a tea-meeting on ThnrsdtLy, with a 
timpicce anc1 congratulatory addresses 
by tho deacons ancl members: 

Rev. Samuel Crabb, of Rothesay, 
!ms been presented by his attached 
flock and other friends, with a purse 
containing £13-L 

Rev. \I'. ,J. A.comb, on leavina Chip
penham for West Bromwich, h;s been 
presented, at a public meeting in the 
former place, with complimentary 
"aledictory addresses and a purse of 
eleven guineas. 
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RECOGXITIO~S. 

Rev. Alfred Jenkins, of ~Iorlaix, !ms 
been ordained at Hcngoed, in South 
Wales, where his grandfather, the Rev. 
Dr. Jenkins, for more than forty years 
exercised a singularly useful ministry, 
being not only an excellent preacher, 
but also a voluminous writer on theo
logy. Tho ordination ser,ico was 
rendered specially desirabio on two 
grounds-as falling in with the sympa
thies aml ,iews of the Welsh brethren, 
and, se!\ornlly, as giving siatus to 
Protestant missionaries in France. The 
English )fission is in sonrn measure 
dependent on the kindly offices of the 
Cousistoire of the National Protestant 
Church at Brest, whose pre9:ident, the 
Rev. }I. Chahal, h;is for many years 
been a true friend both to the mission 
and its agonts. The Consistoire recog
nises the Baptist ordination, and by 
means of it }lr. Jenkins, who is an 
alumnus of Regent's-park College, 
enters into a recognised otfic.·.ial po.siti011 
in Britt>1ny. 

Rev. IV. "\V. Haines was ordained on 
Friday, September 4, to the pastorate 
of the chapel at Eye, vacaterl in :\[arch 
last by the removal of the Rev. J. 
Clarke to Xova Scotia. The Rev. T. 
)L l\Iorris, Rev. :-i". Rogers, Rev. \Y. 
Whale, and ethers, took part in the 
service. 

MJSCBLLA::-.EOUS. 
l\IR. SPERt.a:m;s COLLEGE. - On 

Tuesday evening, Sept. 8, " portion of 
tho congregation belonging to the 
:Metropolitan Ta.hemacle, X e,vington 
Butts, took tea together in the large 
room under the Tabernacle, ancl after
wards assembled in the Lecture-hall of 
the Pastor's College, closely adjoining, 
and which has recently been erected, 
when they "·ere arldrcssed by the Rev. 
C. H. Spurgeon and seyeral other 
ministers. The College connected with 
the Tabcrn,icle was established in 18/iG 
commencing with one stndcnt, but th~ 
number of students soon increased 
largely, and siuco that time upwarr1s of 
300 ha,e left the institution, having 
gone through the prescribed com·se of 
instruction, arn1 are now mostly pastors 

of congregations, principally in this 
country, hut some portion of them 
in the United States. The average 
number of students in the coUege at 
one time is 75 ; and their stay in it is 
generally two, but in some cases thrco 
yoars. The class-rooms were under 
the Tabernacle, and as they were damp 
a.nd ill-,entilated. the need of new 
college buildings has long been felt. 
The founclation stone of the present 
building was laicl by ll.Ir. Spurgeon on 
the 14th October, 1873. The cost, in
cluding the site, has been a little over 
£14,000, >1bout £12,000 of which has 
alreacly heeu recei,ed, leaving about 
£2,000 still to be raised. In orclcr to 
raise this sum it was dctcrminecl to 
appeal to tho congrcgat.ioll, anrl, D..R the 
most connmien[. conrse. to invite them 
in sections to ten, :::md tlwn to receh·e 
their subscriptions. The gathering on 
Tuesday evening ·was in pursuance of 
this plan, the section invited being 
those who sit iu the area.. After 
singing and p1·ayer, the Hev. C. II. 
Spnrgeon 1n-er.;idecl, n.nd gave a vory 
interesting stateinent of the rise and 
progress of the College. B1-ief ad
dresses suitable to the occasion were 
afterwards delivered by the Rev. F. 
Tucker, the Rev. Dr. ·Burns, W. G. 
Lewis, aucl other ministers, und the 
proceedings closed, as they hcgan, with 
prayer and a hymn. Throe meetings 
h>1vc since been hcl<l. }\_1, the last 
niccting ii1r. Spurgeon announced that 
the sum of £200 had been collecte,l 
that evening, making in all £1,000 '" 
the result of the four meetings. 

A ba.zaar was opened in tlw Baptist 
Chapel, Potters Dar, on \Yednerncfay, 
September 9th, hy the Re,. S. Pilling 
(minister of the place), assisted by the 
Hev. G. Dryscla.!e, Presbyterian minister, 
Xew Barnet, the Rev. J. C. Bird, B;at
fielrl, ancl the Rev. J. Wilson, Finsbury
park. The object of the bazaar was to 
provide funds for the purchase of a new 
organ. The result far exceeded the ex
pectations of the friends. 

At Finsbury Park, where the Baptists 
haYe not hitherto been represented, 
services have been commencecl hy 
)fr. John Wilson, lato of Downham, 
Norfolk, a.nd of the Pastors' College. 
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The. placi; of meeting is Plummer's 
·Hall, Blackstock Road. There is good 
attendance, and a strong hope is en
tertained of a cause being established 
in this rapidly-growing suburb. 

The annual meetings of the Ilaver
fordwest College took place on thi; 4th 
and 5th September. Tho English ser
mon was preached by the Rev. Alfrerl 
Tilly, of Cardiff ; and the Welsh by the 
Rev. W. Thomas, of Liverpool. Four 
applicants were admitted by the com
mittee to fill the vacancies left by four 
students who have settled as pastors 
during the year, viz., l'lfr. James Johns, 
at Bethlehem and Salem, Pembroke
shire; :Mr. T. Jenkins, at Pentyrch, 
Glamorgan shire; Mr: W. Hanis, at 1\1 ar
locs and Sanclyhaven, Pembrokeshire; 
,md Mr. E. Evans, at Holywell, ]'lint. 
The college report was ,ery cheering. 
The students number twenty-one, there 
iB a balance in the hands of the trea
surer of £125, and the debt on the 
building fund has been so far dimi
nished, that it now amounts to only £170. 
The Rev. Wm. Edwards, B.A., lms been 
appointed classical tutor, in the room 
of Mr. Rouse, now of Sorampore. 

PARK STREET CnAPEI., HATFIELD, 
HERT8.-This place of worship ha,ing 
been closed for the purpose of ):,eing 
renovated and reseated, was reopened 
on Sunday, Sept. 6, 1874. Two sermons 
wcro preached by the Rev. Dr. Kcr,rn
han, of St. Alban's. On Monday tea 
was provided at five o'clock, to which a 
goodly number sat down. After tJi.e 
tea, a public meeting was held, presided 
over by Mr. G. B. Sowerby, of London, 
and addresses given by the Re,. J. C. 
Bird (pastor); J. Allen, London; S. Pil
ling, Pattern Bar; W. Kelsey, Codicote; 
and Mr. Cooper, of St. Alban's. The 
Rev. J.C. Bird, in addressing the meet
ing, said that he felt deeply grateful to 
Almighty God for the great success 
that had been bestowed upon them dur
ing the past few months. They had 
oxpenclecl £180 in improving and beauti
fying the chapel, which, he felt proud 
to say, was now as pretty and commo
dious, for its size, as any in the county. 
They were about £15 deficient, but 
afti;r that meeting he had no doubt the 

deficiency would be reduced, and he had 
no fear about raising the balance. 

Addresses of a practical character 
were given by the other speakers .. 

In connection with the Autumnal Ses
sion of the Baptist Union, to be held at 
Newcastle- upon-Tyne, the following 
arrang-ements have been made by the 
:Missionary Society. The }1issionary 
Conference will be held on the morning 
of Tuesday, October 6, and the Revs. 
Dr. Wenger and J. Trafford, :.II.A., will 
read papers on subjects conneeted with 
the work of God in India. At the public 
meeting in the evening, the speakers 
will be the Revs. J. Sale and L. 0. 
Skrefsrud, of India; the Rev. E. G. 
Gange, of Bristol; and the Rev. W. T. 
Rosevear, of Coventry. Mr. Skrefsrud's 
great missionary speech at Exeter Hall, 
in ).fay last, will be in the recollection 
of all our readers. The usual qnarterly 
meeting of the }fission Committee will 
take place on the evening before the 
public Conference. 

PoRTSMOliTH, LANlll'ORT, LAKE RoAu. 
-On ·wednesday afternoon and even
ing, Sept. 9, l\Ir. William Haslam, Mus. 
Prof., gave two celebrations of the Sacred 
l\iusic of all N"ations, assisted by twelve 
choristers from the Greek church and 
Her Majesty's Chapel Royal. The illus
trations consistecl of the sublime melo
dies of the Ancient Jewish Temple and 
the l\Iodern Synagogue, choral harmo
nies of the Russo-Greek, Latin, Mora
vian, and Spnnish services, music of the 
Chinese, the l\Iosque and Pagoda, with 
timbrels, harp, and cymbals as accom
paniments. 'f. W. Meclhurst, minister 
of the chapel, presided, and the chapel 
was crowded with a dcliglitecl audience. 
The music was most beautiful, and the 
illustrations exquisitely rendered. 

LmmoN: Cx~nrnrnYELL.-The Bap
tist Chapel, Cottage Green, Camberwell, 
of which }fr. James Seam has been 
minister for upwards of fifteen years, 
and which it was founcl n~cessary to 
cnla rge some six yearA ago, has just 
been reopened, after having undergone 
a thorough reno,ation, and vaTious 
murh-needecl internal alterations. As 
rcgarcls the exterior of foe edifice, the 
most noticeable alteration is the erec-



278 DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

tion of a handsome 1,ortieo, which, be
sides its immediate utility, serves to 
make the chapel more conspicuous, and 
to rescue it from the unfortunate posi
tion which it has, until recently, occu
pied, of being hirlclen on one side by an 
adjacent and too obtrusive shed. The 
reopening services were held on Sunday 
week, when sennons were preached, in 
the morning by the pastor, and in the 
evening by the Rev. Timothy Harley, 
of Savannah; and on Sept. 8 a tea ancl 
public meeting took place, uncler the 
presiclency of )fr. Sears. Addresses 
were delivered by the uhair:man, )[r. 
Harding, one of the deacons, anrl by 
the Revs. T. ;Harley, Tsanc Doxsey, and 
H. J. Trcsi<lder. 

BAPTISMS. 
Aber/i/1,ry. - August 30, at the English 

Chapel, Two, by LI. Jones. 
Andoter, Hants.-Sept. 3, Three, by Joseph 

Hasler. 
Ashamp.stead, BcrkFi.-August 23, Six, by H. 

Fuller. 
Banbury.-Sept. 6, Ten, by James Da,,is. 
Barnes. - 1.-Iarch 4, One; May 311 Two i 

August 30, One, by W. Cordon Jones. 
Barnsley.-Sept. 4, Seven, by B. ,V. Osler. 
Bath.-Sept. G, at Widcombe Chapel, Eight, 

by John Huntley. 
BeautOrr.-August 23, at the English Church, 

Four, by T. Macdonald. 
Beljast.-September 1. at the Regent-street 

Church, Tnree1 hy G. W. Cross. 
Bethel, ·near Llanfyllin.-Sept. 13, Two, by 

M. Jones. 
Boston.-August 20, T\•W, by J. H. Lummis. 
B(}t'ey Tracey.-Sept. 3, Four, by C. Love. 
B/'abor,rne, Kent.-August 30, Two, by Jas. 

W.Comfort. 
Bradniuch,- DeTonshire.-September 2, Four, 

by Mr. Miller. 
Bridport.-Sept. 3, One, by T. C. Finch. 
Brislol.-Sept. 3, at the City-road Ch&pel, 

Eighteen, by Walter J. Mayers. 
Bures.-AUJ:ust 27, Four, by J. Kemp. 

Jof:"irldd~~~s.-Sept. 6, Two, by Rober: 

Su~:a.'::'. Surrey.-August 20, Two, by w. 

Che,ter.-Sept. 1, at Peppes-street Chapel 
Two, 1,ly W. Durban. ' 

Coleford.-July 25, Seven, by by W, H. 
Tetley. 

Corton, Wilts.-August 9, Five, by S. King. 
Cullingworlh, Yorks.-Sept. 6, One, by W. 

E.Goodman. 
Cwmdare, Gl&m.-Au,,"llst 23, One, by J, 

Eva.ns. 
Darlinglon.-Sept, 13, at Brookside Church, 

Seven, by H. D. :Brown. 
Do1Plais.-August lS, at Beulah Chapel, 

Four; August t3, One, byJ. Williams. 
Dublin.-Auguat 26, at Abbey-street Chapel, 

One; Sept. 1~, Five, by D. E. Evans. 
Eastington, Gloucestershire. - August 15, 

Five, by Mr. Whittard. 
Ebbir Vale.-Sept. ~, at Zion Chapel, Seven, 

by William Davies. 
Falnwuth.-August 19, Three, by W. Fuller 

Gooch. 
FincMey (North End).-Four, by J. Chad

wick. 
Frome, Lock's.-lane.-August :23, Five, by 

George Duncan. 
F,•ome, Sheppard"s Barton.-Sept. 2, Six, by 

T.G.Rooke. 
Golcar.-Sept. 6, One, by T. Bury. 
Gi·eat Jfarlow.-Sept. o, at Ebenezer Chapel, 

Four, by ~1r. J. Askew. 
Great l'arm.outh.-August 20t Seven; Sept. 

10, Eight, at the Tabernacle, by J. Green. 
Hal-tfax.-August 30r at Trinity-road Chapel, 

Four, by James Parker. 
Harlington, JV.-Sept. ~, Two, by J. Man

ning. 
Ilolyhead.-Sept. C, at the Bethel Chapel 

One, by R. Thomas. 
Jlucknall To,-kard.-August 26, Five, by John 

T. Almy. 
]J;leham, Camb~.-September 1,'3r Four, by 

G. Fowler. 
Jersey, St. H-elier's,-8ept. S, at Grove-street 

Chapel, Fonr, by Joseph Hawkes. 
Kenninghall.--Angust 28, One, 1,y T. J. 

Ewing. 
Ki11gstanley, Gloucea.ter.-August 191 Four, 

by W. Coombs. 
Kirkby, Notts.-Sept. B, Five, by F. J. 

Bird. 
LecMade.-August ~O, at Maisey Hampton, 

One, by U. Testro .. 
Liverpvol.-Augus, 30, at Soho-street Chapel; 

Four, by Eli E. Walter. 
Lian ill/yd Fa,·drey.-Sept. -, at Sa.lam, Two, 

in the river Taf, by Hugh Williams. 
Lochuilphead, Argyll>hil;e.-August 30, One, 

by C. W. Gregory. 

Metmpolitan District:-

Bow.-Sept. 13, Seven, by J. H. Blake. 
Bromlty-by-Bow.-August 5, at George

street Chapel, Six, by W. T. Lambourne. 
C!apllom-common.-Angust 3~, Five, by R. 

Webb. 
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CO>nm<!rcial-road.-August 23, Six, by J. 
Fletcher. 

East London Tabernacle.-Augu.st 2i, Six, 
by W. Cuff (In the absence of tha pastor); 
Sept. 3, Fifteen, by A. G. Brown. 

Hackney-road, E.-Sept. 2, at Pro,-idenc• 
Chapel, Twenty-one, by William Cuff. 

Kensington Tauernacle.-Sept.17, Five, by 
W. Scott, of Lewes. 

Lambeth. -August 30, at Regent-street 
Chapel, Six, by the pastor. 

Metropolitan Tabernacle. - August 27, 
Twenty-three ; Sept. :J, Twenty-one, by 
James A. Spurgeon. 

Penge Tabtrnacle.-Sepl 2, Three, by J. 
Collins. 

Upton Chapel, Barkham-terraee.-August 
30, Five, by the paster. 

Woolwich. - Sept. 13, at Cha.rles-stre€:t 
Chapel, Sixteen, by James Smith. 

Woolwich.-Augn~t 301 at Queen-street 
Chape~ Four, by Mr. Te~ll. 

Mill-wood, Todmorde(1.-Septemlmr 3, Two; 
Sept. 9, One, by H. Jlriggs. 

Ne.ath, Glamorganshire.-Sept. 5, Four, by 
A.F.Mills. 

New Quay, Cornw&ll.-August 16, Three, by 
J, V. Bath, 

.... Y.eylcrnd.-Sept. G, Five, by M. H. Jones.. 
Oid.Basford.-Sept. 7, Four, by W. Dyson. 
Portsmouth, Landport.-Sept. Z, at Lake-

road Chapel, Three, by T. W. Mcdhurst. 
Pua,ey, near Leeds.-Sept. G, Four, by 

James Kendall. 
Qu.orndon, near Loughborough.-September 

6, Three, by W. J, Staynes. 
Rhayader, :Radnorshire.-August 28, One, by 

E. T. Davies. 
Rishnort/4, near Halifax.-Sept. G, Twot by 

James Wilkinson. 
Sardis, Pembrokeshire.-August 23, Two, 

byW.Gay. 
Sheerness-on-Sea. -August 26, at Strode

crescent Chapel, Two, by J. R. Hadler. 
Shoreham, Sussex,-August 30, One, by 

.Joseph W. Harrald. 
Swansea.-Auguot 30, at Carmarthen-road 

Chapol, Eleven, by W. Haddock. 

Wem, Sa.lop. - August 31, ·One, by H. 
Hughes. • 

We,t Hart/epoo1.-Sept. 9, at Town-street 
Chapel, Two, by W. Hetherington. 

West Jlalling, Kent.-Sept. 6, One, by D. 
Ta:<lor. 

West Retford, Notts,-August ~3, Two, by J. 
T. Roberts. 

Wnitstable.-August 31, Five, by G. Stanley. 
Wlntest•••, Hereford. - Five, by C. W. 

Ba.nkes, of London. 
Ystrad, ·Pontypridd.-Sept. 6, at the Englfah 

()hapel, Four, by L. Lewis, 

RECENT DEATHS. 
REV. DAVID Cm;~IPTON, formerly of 

Saladine Kook, and latterly ministering 
at Lever Street, London, died on the 
18th of August, after a brief illness of 
about nine clays. His remains were in
tened in Forcst;-hill Cemetery on the 
~2nd; Rev. G. :Uoyle officiated. Within 
the last fifteen months there have been 
interred in the same gra,e, the mother, 
son, ancl father. Thus within fi,o years 
-the daughter having bee~ interred 
about five years ago-the whole of the 
family haYe passctl away from earth. 
Before the coffin was lowerecl into the 
gra,e, two of the doeensed's nieces 
1,laced on it wreaths of everlasting and 
laurel, while their father-his brother 
-put on the centre a white lily. ::lfr. 
Crumpton was a frequent contributor to 
several publi,;ations; he was on the 
Committee of the Baptist 'rract Society, 
ancl to him was clue the origin and esta
blishment of the Strict Baptist Associa
tion in London. He commenced preach
ing in 1825. 

Departccl thiB life on the 3rd of Au
gust, 18i+, ::IIr. Wm. Rogers, Cwm, 
Pontypool, in the eighty-third year of 
his age. He had been baptised at Upper 
Trosnnut above fifty years ago, and 
through the grace of Goel dicl maintain 
his union with the above ehurch to the 
end here below, which was peace. 

Also another brother of the same 
church, <lied on the 12th August, ::llr. 
Wm. Rodrick, Blaendare, Pontypool, in 
the seventy-second year of his age. He 
was a very faithful member. It has 
pleased the 'Lord to t .. ke to Himself, 
within a very short time to each other, 
eight of our aged members. 

BROCKLEilvRST, NEAR LY,IINGTON,
On the 2nd of July, ::IIary Ann :i'tfartin, 
a dear young friend,'mnch beloved and 
esteemed by her fellow Sabbath scho
lars and acquaintance generally, was 
taken from us to rest with Jesus, at the 
early age of fifteen years. She was re
markable for an amiable demeanour, 
and "meek and quiet spirit," somewhat 
retiifog in mann~, but gr_catly attached 
to those who loved and followed the 
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Divina Saviour, and she delighted in 
worshipping with them. In the afllic
tion which terminated in her death, she 
wa.s the subject of much distress of 
mind from a view of her sins, and was 
tempted to doubt whether Jesus could 
love one so sinful and vile as herself, 
mid though scarcely able to leaYo her 
bed, she one night did so. Her grand
mother, who was watching, saw her 
earnestly looking round the room, into 
boxes and in other things, and she said, 
"My dear, what is it you want?" Hor 
reply was, "I llilYe lost Jesus, and can
not find Him ; I ha YO told stories, and 
Jesus won't love me." "But, my dear, 
you told me the other day yon loved 
Jesus, and that He loved you." "Yes, 
but IIe is gone." Then her grandmother 
said, "Let us pray to Him; shall we?" 
She said, with much emotion, "Yes." 
Still, after praying with her, she was 
not comforted, and her grandfather 
coming in, her distressed feelings boing 
made known to him, he told her not to 
look at what she had done, but simply 
and solely to what Christ had done for 
her. He then prayecl the Lord would 
n,yeal Himself to her as a Joying SaYiour. 
Soon after this He did graciously reYeal 
Himself, and she, though scarcely able to 
speak, sang part of the children's hymn, 

" Oh that will be joyful, 
When we meet to part no more." 

Then "I see there a great company of 
little angels," and taking hold of her 
grandmother's hand, she said, "Como 
you, and Nellie, and all of you," sing. 
ing again, 

"Around the throne of God in heaYen," 
&c. 

The night, as she died in the morning, 
her gmndfather repeated a line or two 
of the hymn, 

"I would not change my blessed estate, 
For all"-

and before another wonl, though in 
extreme pain, she said, "No, no! Ahl 
I shall soon bo there," and again broko 
out and sung, pointing upwarcl with her 
finger, 

"Hark, hark, hark, while infant voices 
sing . .,.' 

Prayer being offeretl in the morning 
that the Lord would send the chariot, 
she exclaimed, "Yes, yes, Lord; do 
shortly;" after, she said, in a tone loucl 
and diRtinct, "Vfait at tho gate," and 
fell asleep. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

PBESIDENT-C, H. SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts jrorn Aug1£St 20th to Septeniber 19th, 1874. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
J. W. ... . ........ 1 0 9 A Friend at Stockton, 
Mosars. W. and R. per Rev. G. Rogers 1 0 0 

Salmond ... ... 25 0 0 Mrs. Jack ... ... ... r, O .f, 
Twofrie,.dsatCeylon 5 0 0 Mrs. Dafforno ... O 2 6 
Miss Henry ... . .. 4 O O Mr. R. Hanbury ..• .50 0 O 
A Friend to the Cause Messrs. Carry Bros. 31 5 0 

per Mr. Skinner ... 10 O I. F. ... ... ... ... I O 0 
The Mercies of a. A Sermon Reader, 

Gracious God ... 25 @ O Malrose ... ... O 10 0 
Mr. & Mm. ,J,L. Keys 1 1 O Mr. Townsend... ... o 5 O 
Hr. E. Roe... ... ... 0 5 O Mr. E. F. Abbott ... 1 3 9 
Per Mr. John lli.ker 1 0 0 Profit of excursion, 
Mrs. Macpherson ... 1 • 0 United Bible Class 3 14 
An Aged Friend ... 2 t O Mr. T. Kennard o 10 o 

Mr. A.Ager ..... . 
A Country Friend .. . 
:'.t!iss R. Swain... .. . 
Mr-s. Hinton .•• .. . 
Weekly Offerings at 

£ s. d. 
0 2 0 
l O 0 
2 0 0 
O lit O 

Metropolitan Ta-
bernacle : Aug. 23 3r, 0 r. 

, 3031 I 2 
" S~pt. 6 25 14 G 

,. rn 33 14 o 
£305 18 11 

Subscriptions will be thankfully received by C.H. Spurgeon, :Metropaliu.n Tabernacle. 
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MANASSEH.* 

A SEBMON DEUVE!I.Ell AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H, SPURGEON, 

"So Mwasseh made Jud&h and' the inhabitants of Jeru:salom to .err, and to d• 
worse than the heathen, whom the Lord had destroyed before, the ohi!dr.en of 
Israe1. And the Lord spake to Manasseh, and to His people ; but they would not 
hearken. Wherefore tho Lord brought upon them the captaiM of the host of the 
king of Asgyria, which took Manasseh among .the thorns, and bound him with 
fettffi's, and carried him to Babylon. And when he was in afliiction, he besought 
tlae Lord, his God, and humbled himself gi;eatly before the God of his fa,thers, 
A.nd prayed unto him ; and he was entreated of him, and heard his' supplication, 
and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Mt1nasseh knew 
that the Lord He wa~ God."-2 CHRONIC:tES xxxiii. 9-13. 

MAN.lSSEH was borJ three yea;rs afror his father's memorable sickness. 
You will remember that Hezekiah was stricken with a mortal disease, and 
Isaiiah, the prophet, came to him and said, " Thus saith the Lord, Set thine 
house in order, for thou shalt die, and not live.'' He appears to have been 
startled and appalled at the tidings, and gave vent to his feelings with 
bitter tea:rs. Evidently he was afraid at the time to face death. He had 
proba;bly been indulging a worldly spirit; and besides this, it lay as a heavy 
burden upon hill heart that he had no son whom he should leave as his 
successor in the kingdom. In deep distress o~ soul, accordingly, he tu.med 
to the wall and prayed to the Lord. With piteous weeping and earnest 
pleading he besought that his life might be spared. His prayer was heard, 
his tears were seen, and his petition was granted by God. His days were 
prolonged by fifteen yea.rs. In the third year of those fifteen years his son 
:Manasseh was born to him. Had he known, methinks, what sort of a son 
would have risen up in his stead, he might have been content to die, rather 
than to be the father of 1mch a persecutor of God's people, and such a. setter 
up of idolatry in the land. Alas ! full often we know not what we pray 
for. We may be covetous of an apparent boon which would prove to be a 
reel curse both to ourselves and to thousands of others. Yon prayed, 
mother,-yea, prayed fervently,-for the life of that dear babe whom God 
was pleased to take away from you. You cannot know what disposition 
the child would have shown, what temptations would, have befallen it, or 
what consequences would have come of its life, Could some parents have, 
read the hist-Ory of their children from the day of their birth they might 
rightly have wished that they had never bi:ren born. We had better lea.ve 
such matters with God, and submit to His sovereign will. He knows better 
than we do ; for He is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working. 
Thank God, these affairs are not in our own hands. They are in far better 
and wiser keeping than ours. 

Ma.nasseh's mother was named Hephzi-bah, a beautiful name. I wonder 
whether Hezekiah gave her the name because she was his delight, or 
because his gratitude inspired it, as he was then himself delighting in his 
Gad. I can scarcely think that at such a time he would have chosen one 
w-Jio had not also chosen God: therefo:r-e- let us think of her as a godly 
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woman. But in that case she could have had little enough delight in her 
son; and sometimes, I should think, when she saw him pursuing the people 
of God with the sword, and sinning with a high hand, she must have been 
ready to say," Call me no more Hephzi-bah, but call me Marah, for the 
Lord hath dea.lt bitterly with me.'' It is not always that the thing which 
makes us glad to-day will make us glad to-morrow likewise. Let children 
be accounted a heritage of the Lord. They are the joy of our hearts and 
the flowers of our homes. But what will they be to us when the gay, 
guileless, sportive days of their childhood have run out? Unless God 
sends his blessing with them, the increase of our families may be the 
sorrow of our lives. Evil passions and propensities develope them
selves in our children with their growth, and if the grace of God does 
not subdue their sinful disposition,· we may have to rue the day that they 
were born. Manasseh's name signified ''forgetfulness." I hope his father 
did not forget his training, and leave him to those young courtiers who 
always hang about kings' palaces, and are pretty sure to instil into a young 
prince's mind more vanity than virtue, and bespeak his favour and patronage 
for the popular party. There was a Ritualistic section in those days, culti
vating idolatry, and pouring contempt on the Evangelica.l brethren, whose 
cause his father, Hezekiah, had espoused so earnestly, and defended all his 
days. That new religion, imported from among the heathen, had its 

, meretricious attractions. ·was there not a great deal to please the eye in 
its pageant, and much to charm the ear in its worship? The beautiful 
artistic wor.k in the statuary of its idols, and the fine display of pomp in all 
the Qeremonies-did not these appeal to a cultivated taste ? The old
fashioned puritanical order of worshipping at one temple, where the service 
was bald, and where there was scarcely anything to be seen, except by the 
priests themselves, was becoming effete. Would it not be better to go 
with the times, take up with Baalim and Ashtaroth, do homage to the 
sensuous proclivities of the common people, and make friendly alliances 
with nations holding other creeds? I should not wonder but they talked 
to the young man in that fashion, and he-oblivious of what God had done 
for his sire, and forgetful that in the long history of the house of Judah 
the people had always been smitten when they turned aside to idols, and 
that they only prospered when they clave to the living God-fell into the 
snare, and sinned with a high hand. 

I shall introduce him to you first as a loathsome monster of guilt; then, 
secondly, I shall show you how the hand of God followed him till he 
became a piteous spectacle of misery; after which-blessed be God !-we 
shall have to mount into a clearer atmosphere, when we point him out to 
you as he became afterwards, a miracle of grace ; and in fine we shall have 
to admire him as a delightful picture of genuine repentance. 

I. We must begin by considering him as a loathsome monster of guilt. 
I cannot imagine that any out of my hearers can have been so great a 
sinner as Manasseh. I shall not attempt to draw a parallel between him 
and any one else. Still, I should not wonder if some of you may be led to 
draw some such parallel for yourselves. If you do so, I pray the Lord to 
give you such a sense of your own guilt as shall constriµn you to seek 
pardon. 

Deep was the crime, and daring was the impiety of Manasseh, in that he 
undid all the good work of his pious father. What Hezekiah had painfully 
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wrought at the web he began to unravel as fast as he could. That which. 
the father built up for God the son pulled down; and that which the father 
had cast down because it was evil the son at once beg!l.Il. to reconstruct. 
I must confess I have known sons do the like. Because they have hated 
their father's piety, as it has been a restraint upon their sin, they have 
vowed that if it .ever came into their power to do as they liked, there should 
be a change in the household. As I passed a certain house this week, a 
friend said to me, " Many a prayer-meeting has been held in that farm
house. People used to come for miles round there to meet and pray." "Is 
that a thing of the past?" said I; '' are no prayer-meetings held there 
now?'' "Oh, no," he replied; "the father died, and his reprobate son 
came into the property, A prayer-meeting indee~ ! No. He defied his 
mother to attempt such a thing; and after having stripped her and stripped 
the little estate of all there was that was worth the having, he has gone 
away, and has not been heard of for many a year. As far as he could, he 
tore down everything that belonged to his father that reminded him of his 
God." Mr. Whitefield used to tell of a wicked son who said he would not 
live in the same house that hi8 father had inhabited, for he said that every 
room in the house i;tunk of his father's religion, and he could not bear it. 
There are men who after such a manner devise mischief. But ah! young 
man, you cannot sin in that atrocious way without incurring extraordinary 
guilt. It will be remembered that you sin against the light ; it will be 
recollected at the last great day that you were prayed for,-that you were 
instructed in the right way; nor wiU-you sin so cheap as others ;-others, 
did I say? I mean such as, when they transgress, only fQllow an evil 
example, and run in the path which their parents taught them. Oh, how 
I grieve over ungodly young men who treat their father's God with dis
honour and despite. 

Manasseh's sin was aggravated by the fact that he chose to follow the 
very worst examples. Though he had in his father one of the best patterns 
of purity, that would not do, but he must cast about him to see whom he 
-0ould imitate. Upon whom, think ye, did he light? Why, upon Ahab
that Ahab of whom God had said that he would cut off every one of his 
house, and not leave one remaining; a threat which had been executed, .for 
the blood of Ahab had been licked by dogs in the field of N aboth, and 
Jezebel, his wife, had been devoured of dogs. Yet this young man must 
needs choose Ahab to be his pattern, so he set up Baalim, even as Ahab 
had done of old. The like folly I have known to be committed by young 
men in these days. It may be there are those here who have not found any- · 
body that they could imitate, until at last they sought out some licentious 
individual, perhaps, of years gone by, whom they have elected to be their 
leader. Why, half the youth of England used, at one time, to be infatuated 
with Lord Byron. The glare of his genius blinded them as to the terrible 
hue of his character and the atrocity of his conduct, so they followed head
long in his track, because, forsooth, he was a great man and a poet. Affect
ing wit; they bid defiance to pure morals. Alas l for the men whose senti
ments, whose language, and whose actions betray the hardihood and the 
daring of vicious characters they are prone to emulate ! Though they 
know better, they deliberately choose the worst models that they can copy 
from. What extravagance man will perpetrate in sin! 

J3ut this Manasseh sought out for himself unusual and outlandish sins. 
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Bad as Ahab was, he had- not worshipped the host of heaven. That.was 
an Assyrian worship, and this man must needs import from Assyria and; 
Babylonia a worship that was quite new. He set up the image Ashra, 
which you may, perhaps, have seen on the slabs that have been brought 
from Nineveh: a tree bearing souls, intended to represent all the host of 
heaven. He carved this in the house of God, and set it up for worship. 
We read in the prophets that the people used to stand in front of the
temple and bow before the rising sun, worshipping the hosts of heaven. He 
was not satisfied with common sin. We have known sinners of this class: 
they are not content merely to sin as others do; they are ambitious to, 
invent some fresh sin. Like Tiberius, who offered a prize if sOJnebody would 
find him out a new plearnre, they want to discover a new species of impiety, 
which shall draw attention to themselves. They must be singular in what
ever they attempt; even if it comes to being singularly wicked. Such was. 
Manasseh. He could not be satisfied to run in the race with others, and 
mingle with the ill fashion of his times ; swiftly as they would fly, he must. 
distance them all. 

Beyond this, he insulted God to His face. Here, perhaps, his sin culmi
nates. It was not enough to build idol temples for idol worship, but h6' 
must needs set up the idols and their altars in the Temple of Jehovah. 
Such arrogance, as we think of it, makes our blood chill. And ah l one 
tremble:il to tell it, not a few men have thus invoked upon their bodies and 
their souls the curse of the Almighty. So desperately have they been set. 
on transgression, that they have lifted their hand and defied their Maker. 
Had He not been God-the God of all patience-He would have resented 
their defiance, and have suddenly smitten them down to hell; but being: 
God, and not man, He has borne with them. He is too great to be stirred 
by their insults. He has put it by and let it lie still, winking alike at their 
ignorance and their assumption, for awhile, until their iniquity shall be 
full; and then, in His justice, will He visit it upon their head. There are 
not a few in our great city who continually do all that they can to provoke, 
God, and to show how little they reverence Him ; how utterly they ignore 
His claims on their homage. They will go out of their way to introduce 
b&sphemies into their common conversation, and to express their disgust. 
and contempt for everything chaste and comely, sacred and godly. Such. 
was Manasseh. He set up the altars of the false gods in the house of th& 
li\>'ing God. 

ls not his character black enough? Nay; we have not laid on. the• 
thiokest touches yet. We are told that he made his children to pas!'. 
through the fire; that is to say, he passed them between the red-hot arms 
of1Moloch, that they might belong for ever, as long as they lived, to that 
fiendish deity. If we do not aver that men do this now-a-days, they fllll 
little short of the sa.me cruelty and crime. Many a man teaches his child' 
to drink arduous spirits; trains him to habits which he knows will leadhim· 
to drunk~1;111ess; does his utmost to pass the child through the red-hot arms. 
of the spmt-fiend, the Moloch of the present time. Many a man has taught 
his child to blas]ilheme. If he has not deliberately purposed it, he h~ 
actually effected 1t, fully conscious that he was so doing. What was his. 
example but a deliberate lesson? . Ay ; there are people who seem to take 
delight in the sins of their children, laughing at the uuquities they hav.d" 
in'structed their own sons to perpetrate. Do I address a father who, fur· 
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,many years, has never attended a place of worship on the Sabbath,-who 
h~ often gone home reeling ,drunk, and, though somewhat reformed him-
11elf; sees his own son plunging into eJ\Tery vice that he was himaelf 
-0noe habituated to? Let me ask you, Do you wonder at it? .Do you 
-wonder at it? You have .passed your children through the flames; what 
marvel that they were singed, and that the smell of fire is upon them? Oh,. 
it is a crying sin that men will not only go to hell themselves, but they 
must needs drag their children with them. l\fany a man has not b~en 
-satisfied to be ruined, but he must ruin some young woman who, perhaps, 
-once had religious convictions. He becomes her husband, and forbids her 
to attend the house of God. As for his children, they may, perhaps, .be 
,sent to the Sunday-school to get them out of the way in the afternoon, yet 
,any good they might learn there is soon dissipated by the scenes and sounds 
they witness and hear under the roof of their home. 'Why, multitudes in 
this city-we know it, and they must know it themselves-are ruining their 
,children, deliberately compassing their perdition. Is this a small sin, an 
insignificant mistake in their training? I trow not. 

Moreover, Manasseh proceeded further, for he made a league with devils. 
There were, in his day, certain persons who professed to talk with departed 
'Spirits, supposing that the devil had the means of communicating with 
them about things to come. Now, whether this fellowship with familiar 
.spirits is a delusion and a lie, as I suspect it is, or whether there may be a 
mystery of Satan involved in it, I do not bww ; but certain it was that 
Manasseh tried to get as near the devil as he could. If he could get him 
to be his friend he was well content to make a covenant with hell, so that 
it might answer his purposes. Let him have good luek; little did he care 
for God. He would consult a wizard. Superstition led him to that, but 
the good Word of God he utterly despised. And there are some that have 
,done this-some here, perhaps. I will not suppose they have lent them
selves to those silly superstitions, or resorted to those deceitful or deceived 
-mediums who perform in the dark. I should think, in these modern times 
-0f popular education, any one is fit to be confined in a lunatic asylum who 
is beguiled by that snare. Intelligence shonld protect you from imposture. 
But there be those who, if the devil would help them, would be glad 
enough to shake hands with him, and say, " Hail, fellow; well met l" 
If they do not entertain the devil it is no fault of theirs. They have set 
the table for him, and furnished the hous<', and made themselves quite 
ready for any evil spirit that chooses to come to them. Oh, what iniquity 
this is! They will not have God: they will have Satan. They cast-off 
the great Father in heaven, but the arch-enemy of souls-with him they 
make a covenant, and contract a league. Could sin go much farther than 
this? It could, and it did; for this man led the whole nation astray. 
Being a king, he had great power, and he used his auth\)rity and exerted 
his influence to induce his subjects to follow his pernicious course. I often 

. wonder what will be the horror of a man that has lived in gross sin when, 
in the next world, he meets those that he betrayed and seduced into 
iniquity, when he begins to see, in the murky gloom of that intolerable pit, 
.a pair of eyes which somehow or other seem to hold him fixed and fast. 
He recognises them; he has seen them somewhere before, and those eyes 
flflsh fire into the soul as though they would utterly consume him, and a 
voioe says, "A thousand curses on thee! Thou art he that led me first 
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into sin-enticed me from a virtuous home, and from Godly associations, to 
become thy partner in iniquity. A blast be on thee evermore!" What 
company will they have to keep in that place of torment! How they 
will gnash their teeth at one anofuer in dreadful rage, each one charg~ 
ing the other with being his destroyer, Oh, there is remorse enough 
in store for a man who ruins himself, but who can tell the pangs that 
shall scourge his soul who betrays his fellow-cyeatures, and precipitates 
them into everlasting ruin? Verily, dear friends, we stand aghast at 
the picture otsuch a man as Manasseh; he set no bounds to his sin. 
He sinned. with both hands greedily, and when the messengers came 
from God to tell him of it, he was angry with them. Tradition says 
that he sawed the prophet Isaiah in halves for daring to reprove 
him. But it is not from tradition, but from revelation, we learn that 
he made Jerusalem to swim with blood from one end to the other, 
putting to death all those that would not go in his ways and follow 
his devices. Persecution of the saints of God is a scarlet sin, that 
calls aloud to heaven for vengeance, Manasseh was guilty of this, among 
other crimes. 

II. I am sick at heart, and my tongµe is weary of the story. Let me 
turn to another branch of the narrative. This terrible monster of iniquity 
presently became a singular spectacle of misery. A few words will suffice 
to describe it. The Assyrian king sent his captain, one Tartan, whc> 
besieged the city till it was devastated, and the king fled. It would appear 
that he hid himself in a thorn brake, and was dragged out from it, and 
fettered and manacled with heavy irons. There remains a representation 
at the present time of some Jewish king-we cannot be sure it was 
Manasseh-who was dragged before the King of Babylon. At any rate, 
it represents what was done to Manasseh, whether the like treatment befell 
any other Jewish king or not. He has two rings-a ring on each ancle, 
and a heavy bolt between them, and his hands are fastened in the same 
manner. He is brought before the king at Babylon. There he seems to 
have been cast into prison, and kept in confinement. The cruelties of the 
Assyrian monarchs are attested by the memorials upon their own palace 
walls, therefore I can fully credit the story told by Jerome, that this 
Manasseh was himself put into a brazen vessel, and subjected to the most 
intense heat, the Assyrian king abusing him for having passed his own 
child through the fire in the same manner. That he was kept for many a, 

long month in a dark and dreary dungeon, with only sufficient bread and 
vinegar given him to sustain his life, appears certain. He must have been 
wretched to the last degree,-his crown gone, his kingdom devastated, his 
subjects put to unheard-of miseries. We are told that the judgment which 
God executed upon: the land was such that it made_~e both ears of him that 
heard of it to tingle. The king must, therefore, have experienced some 
indescribable aftiictions from the hands of the tyrant of Assyria. Ah, 
sinner, though thou harden thyself in thy transgressions, thou wilt not gc> 
unpunished. A bitter end awaits thee. Reckless as thou art, young man, 
thy father's God will not always be mocked. You have persecuted your 
wife and your friend, biit their unhappiness will return "ere long t~ Y?ur 
own bosom. There will come an end to your arrogance, and a hegmnmg 
to your recompenses. Oh, I wish your iniquity would come to an end, 
soon, and that it might end with your conversion, If it does not come to· 



MANASSEH, 287 

-that end your outlook is gloomy indeed, for your total destruction will 
complete the course you are running. 

Perhaps I am addressing somebody who has been living in heartless sin 
until he has become entangled in helpless misery. In this crowd you seem 
as if you were pointed out, for your heart is ready to break with anguish. 
Your property is lost, your health is broken up, your character is blasted; 
you are a mere wreck, a waif, a stray upon the dark sea. There is none to 
have compassion upon you. You ar~ a castaway. Even your old com
panions have forsaken you. The devil himself seems to have cast you 
adrift. You are abandoned, and you might cry out and sound your own 
death knell. "Lost! lost! lost!'' Well, now, I have a message from 
God to you. I am come to speak to you, in the name of the Lord, about 
this man Manasseh, in the hope that it may be also concerning yourself 
trne,-that after having been a prodigy of sin, and a spectacle of misery, 
you may now become as, in the third place, Manasseh became-a monu
ment of grace. 

III. Oh, I do not wonder at Manasseh's sin one half so much as I 
wonder at God's mercy. There was the man in the prison. He had never 
thought of his God except to despise his prerogative, and offend against 
his laws, till he was immured in that dungeon. Then his pride began to 
break; his haughty spirit had to yield at last. "Who is ,Jehovah, that I 
should serve Him?" he had often said. But now he is in Jehovah's hand. 
Lying there half starved in the prison, a crushed man, he begins to cry, 
'' Jehovah, what a fool I have been! I have stood out against Thee until 
2.t length Thy sovereign power has arrested me, and Thy infinite justice 
has begun to avenge my crimes. What shall I do? Where shall I hide 
from Thy wrath? How can I escape? Is it possible to obtaineThy 
pardon?" He began to humble himself; God's Spirit came and hrnnblP.d 
him more and more ; he saw how foolish he had- been, how wicked his 
character, how cruel his conduct, how abominable. Thus he spent his 
days and nights, in weeping and in lamentation. It was not the prison he 
cared so much about. His soul had gone into iron bondage. Then it 
suddenly flashed across his mind that perhaps God might have mercy on 
him, so he began to pray. Oh, what a trembling prayer that first prayer 
was, Methinks Satan said to him, " It is no use your praying, Manasseh. 
Why, you have defied the living God to His face. He will tell you to go 
to the idol gods you have served, repair to the images you have set up, 
and bow before the hosts of heaven you have been wont to worship, and 
see what they can do for you." Nay; but in this awful despair he felt he 
must pray; and surely the first prayer he breathed must have been, '' God 
be merciful to me a sinner.'' And in his deep abasement, he continued 
still to pray and plead with God. And that dear Father of ours who is in 
heaven heard him. If ever you can bring Him a praying heart, He will 
bring you a forgiving message. As soon as He saw His poor child broken 
down, and confessing his wrong, He took pity on him, heard, and answered 
him, and blotted· out his sins like a cloud, and his transgressions like a 
thick cloud. I think I see Manasseh, with his morsel to eat, never enough 
to stay his hunger, and his little drops of vinegar, saying to himself, "Ah, I 
don't deserve this! " He would thank God even for that starving allowance 
in the depths of his keep, feeling that it was mercy that let him liv?. 
"' Why should a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his 
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sins? " And so it cmne to pass that he was delivered, The King oi 
Assyria, for state reasons which I need not mention, determined to put this
king on his throne again. He thought that he had broken him down, and 
humbled him enough ; that he would make a good viceroy and a faithful 
lieutenant, and that he would be afraid to rebel again; so one bright day 
he opened wide Manasseh's dungeon, and told him he was going to send 
him back to Jerusalem. And when he told him that, then Manasseh knew 
that Jehovah he was God. This conclusion was forced upon him by the 
mercy he obtained. "Who,'' he would say, "but the Most High God 
could have brought me out of this horrible pit, have released me from the 
power of this tyrant king, or moved his heart to relent, and have compas
sion on me?" As he rode back to Jerusalem, how his heart would be 
breaking with gratitude! I think I see him when he first got within sight 
of the walls of that temple which he had so recklessly profaned. Surely 
he threw himself upon his face, and wept sore, and then arose and blessed 
the name of the Lord that had forgiven all his trespasses. And when he
entered Jerusalem, and the people gathered round him, what must the 
greetings have been? ·where are those courtiers that had been his com
panions, that led him into sin, do they come whining round him? What a 
rebuff they will get! How will he exclaim,'' Get you gone. I am another 
man. I do not want your company or your counsel." Are there any of 
those poor people standing in the background-the people that used to
meet to pray and worship Jehovah, faithful among the faithless found
such as had been wont to hide away their Bibles because they were hunted 
and harried from one retreat to another-a small remnant, that had 
escaped the fangs of the persecutors-did they come forward ? How he 
could l9ok at them, and say, "Ah, you servants of Jehovah, you are my 
brethren. Give me your hands; for I, too, have found mercy from heaven, 
and I am, like you, a child of God." I warrant you there was singing in 
Jerusalem that night amongst the feeble band of the steadfast believers;. 
and there must have been music in heaven too, for the very angels must 
have rejoiced in a conversion that seemed so unlikely, so incredible. 

"What, Manasseh saved? Manasseh-that bloodhound-is he trans
formed, by the renewing of his mind, into a lamb of God's flock? What 
he, the red-handed persecutor-has he become a professor of the faith he 
once destroyed? " Ah, yes. Well might Bishop Hall say-" Who can 
complain. that the way of heaven is blocked against him, when he sees such 
a sinner enter? Say the worst against thyself, 0 clamorous soul ! Here· 
is one that murdered men, defied God, and worshipped devils, yet he finds 
the way to repentance. If thou be vile as he, know that it is not thy sin, 
but thy impenitence, that bars heaven against thee. Who can now despair 
of. Thy mercy, 0 God, that sees the tears of a Manasseh accepted? " I 
remember an old lady who would not travel by railway, because she 
thought that some of the bridges were in bad repair, especially the 
Saltash bridge, near her own house. Over tbat bridge she could not be 
persuaded to pass, for fear her weight should break it down, although 
hundreds of tons weight were carried over it every day. At such folly 
everybojly can smile. But when I hear any man say, "I have committed 
so much sin, that God cannot pardon it," I think his folly is far grea:ter. 
Look at this huge train that went over that bridge. Behold Manas~eh 
laden with ponderous crimes J Mark what a train of sin there was behin<i 
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1tlm ! Then look at the bridge, and see whether it starts by reason of ilie 
loaded teem of sins which is rolling over it. Ah, no, it bears ,it up, and! so 
would it bear the weight if all the sins that men have done should roll 
·across its arches. Christ is " able to save to the uttermost them that 
'<)Dm.e unto God by Him." I do not know where to cast my eyes forihe 
person to whom this message is directed. That he is somewhere in this 
-assembly, I entertain no doubt. Do I speak to some sister who, in ·an 
unguarded hour, left the path of virtue, and since then has pursued a course 
-0f shame. I pray you accept the message. I deliver it to you. The 
greatest sin, the utmost guilt, the most incredible iniquity, the most 
-abominable transgressions, can be forgiven, and shall be blotted out. The 
Redeemer lives: the sacrifice has been offered; the covenant is sealed. 
Turn now to the Lord with purpose of heart. Confess thy sins. Abjure 
thyself. Trust in the infinite mercy of God, through Jesus Christ .His 
Son. "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and let him turn unto the Lord, for He will have mercy upon 
him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.'' 

IV. Our closing reflection is that Manasseh became a picture of true 
npentance. 

At once he ceased to do evil. He went straightway to the temple and 
1Julled down the idols. How I would liked to have been with him, and 
have had a hand in demolishing them. Down went the images; then over 
went the altars; every stone was dragged right out of the city, and flung 
away. God grant that every altar and image in England may yet be 
pulled down, battered to pieces, and the small dust thereof flung into the 
-common sewers. May that which is an utter abomination before heaven stir 
a righteous indignation on earth. Oh that our land may be so Protestant 
that no respect for fine arts may suffer her to tolerate foul impieties! 
Manasseh made haste to undo the mischief he had done. This is what 
every converted man tries to do. All the evil he has ever caused he tries 
to stay; he takes vengeance on his former devices; against them he lifts 
·both his hands, raises his voice, and exerts his influence. 

Nor did this suffice: Manasseh began forthwith to do good. Right 
-speedily he began to repair the altar of the Lord, and to restore the services 
-of God and the ordinances of the Temple to their original purity, according 
to the Divine statutes. So when a man is truly converted, he will be 
11,nxious to join himself to the Lord's people, and support the institutions of 
His house. Nor did Manasseh smother his gratitude; but he presented 
thank-offerings to God. He was not unmindful of the devout acknowfodg
ments that were due for the great mercy he had received. Like that other 
great sinner, whose gratitude is recorded in the Gospel-the woman who 
brought an alabaster box of ointment, very precious, and brake it-like h~r, 
·methinks, he loved much because he had had much forgiven. 

And, then, being established in his kingdom, he proceeded to use his 
mgh influence for holy purposes. He ruled his subjects in the fear of the 
Lord; and made the law of his God to be the law of the land, renouncing 
3ll strange gods, and adhering rigidly to the book by inspiration given. 
Oh that God would incline the heart of some penitent sinner here at once 
to bring forth this fruit of conversion. What a change there would ·be in 
'his house! What a difference his family w-0uld see.! Wha.t an altered 
::man he would .appear in his daily avocation, -whether he be employer .or 
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employed. He would be seeking the conversion of those whom he formerly 
led astray. Those he once scoffed at and called by evil names, woul!l 
become his choicest companions. " Can God do this? " says one. Oh, 
my dear hearers, the God that can forgive great sin can also change hard 
hearts. Cry to Him, If you are unsaved, may His Spirit lead you to 
seek salvation now. Stay not for to-morrow's sun. If you are saved 
yourself, may that blessed Spirit lead you to pray for others, and seek their 
present and eternal welfare. Watch unto prayer, Let your own faith in 
God stimulate you to believe that all things are possible. Never give them 
up, never give them up. Are you a mother-you do not know how preva
lent your intercessions may prove? I wonder whether poor Hephzi-bah 
was alive when Manasseh was converted? She had grieved over him, 
doubtless, in his young days. Well, if she did not live to see the fruit of 
her prayers, yet her prayers lived, and her tears were repaid with rich 
interest. Tlrereis many a mother's son whose heart will be turned to God 
long after his mother's bones have been laid in the churchyard. The 
vision is for an appointed time; though it tarry, wait for it. Thy son will 
yet be brought to glory through thy prayers. Pray on, brethren and sisters, 
pray on for those whose sins and sorrows lay heavily on your heart. Pray 
on, and God will hear you. 0 poor sinners, the mercy of God is the anti
dote for man's despair. Believe in His mercy. Look for His mercy. Cast 
yourselves upon His mercy, and you shall find His mercy unto everlasting 
life. 

ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

BY JABEZ BUR:S-S 1 D.D., LL.D, 

No. 11.-JOHN KNOX. 

THE man who never feared the 
countenance of any creature was 
the leading champion of the Re
formation i~ Scotland. He was 
born of an honourable family, at 
Giffard, near Haddington, in the 
year 1505. He was educated at 
the University of St. Andrew's, and 
was a most diligent student, and 
made great progress in the various 
branches of learning, and at an 
early age took his degree of Master 
of Arts. By the study of St. Jerome 
and Austin he quitted other scho
lastic pursuits for the study of 
divinity, The sermons of Thomas 

Guilliam, a. black friar, it is said 
, were of great service to him. 
~ In 1543 he became chaplall). to 
the Earl of Arran, a friend of the 
Reformation, who translated the 
New Testament, and publicly 
preached against the Pope's autho
rity. At this time the learned 
Buchanan says that Knox was a 
preacher of sound judgment and 
healthsome doctrine. It is stated 
that he was in imminent peril, and 
was obliged to fly from place to place; 
whereupon, being wearied with such 
continual dangers, he resolved .to 
retire to Germany, where the Re
formation was gaining ground; 
knowing that in England, though 
the Pope's authority was suppressed, 
yet the gr~ater par~ of his doctr~e 
remained m full vigour. But thrs 
design being much disliked by tll.e 
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fathers of both his pupils, they, by 
their importunity, prevailed with 
him to go to St. Andrew's, about 
Easter, 1547; and for his own 
safety, as well as that of their chil
dren, to betake himself to the 
castle, where they might all be 
secure from the efforts of the Papists, 
and he be in a condition to instruct 
these young gentlemen with greater 
advantage. Here he began to teach 
his pupils in his usual manner. 
Besides the grammar and the 
classical authors, he read a cate
chism to them, which he obliged 
them to give an account of publicly 
in the parish church of St. An
drew's. He likewise continued to 
read to them the Gospel of St. 
John, proceeding where he left off 
at his departure from Languidry. 
This lecture he read at a certain 
hour in the chapel within the castle, 
at which several of the place were 
present. Among them Mr. Henry 
Balnaveis and J ohnRough, preacher 
there, being pleased with his doc
trines (for they were zealous for 
the new, that is, the Reformed 
religion), began earnestly to entreat 
him to take the preacher's place, 
but he absolutely refused, alleging 
'' that he would not run where God 
had not called him; " meaning that 
he would do nothing without a 
lawful vocation. Hereupon they, 
deliberating the matter in a con
sultation with Sir David Lindsay, 
of the Mount, lyon king-at-arms, 
a person of great probity and 
learning, it was concluded to 
give Mr. Knox a charge publicly 
by the mouth of the preacher. 
Accordingly Mr. Rough, upon the 
day appointed, preached a sermon 
concerning the election of ministers, 
wherein be set forth "what power 
the congregation, how small soever 
it was, passing the number of two 
or three, had above (over) any man 
in whom they supposed and espied 

the gifts of God to be, and how 
dangerous it was to refuse, and not 
to liear the voice of such as desire 
to be instructed." These and other 
things being declared in general, 
the preacher then addressed hi.m8elf 
particularly to Mr. Knox, in these 
words : " Brother, ye shall not be 
offended, albeit I speak unto you 
that which I have in charge, even 
from all these that are here present, 
which is this: In the name of God, 
and of his son Jesus Christ, and in 
the name of these that presently 
call you by my mouth, I charge you 
that ye refuse not this holy vocation, 
but, as ye tender the glory of God 
the increase of Christ's kingdom, 
the edification of your brethren and 
the comfort of men, whom ye under
stand well enough to be oppressed 
by the multitude of labours, that 
ye take upon you the public office 
and charge of preaching, even as ye 
look to avoid God's heavy dis
pleasure, and desire that He should 
multiply his graces with you." 
Then, directing his speech to the 
audience, he said, " ,v as not this 
your charge to me, and do ye not 
approve this vocation? " They 
answered, "It was, and we approve 
it." At which Mr. Knox, abashed, 
burst forth into tears, and withdrew 
into his chamber. His countenance 
and behaviour from that day to the 
day he was forced to present himself 
to the public place of preaching, did 
sufficiently declare the grief and 
trouble of his heart; for no man 
saw any sign of mirth in him, 
neither yet had he pleasure to 
accompany any man for many days 
afterwards. 

But on the Sunday appointed, 
ascending the pulpit, he preached 
a sermon from Daniel vii. 23-28, 
when he proved to the satisfaction 
of his auditors that the Pope was 
Antichrist, and that the doctrine of 
the Roman Church was contrary to 
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the :doctrine of Christ and his 
:apostles. He likewise gave the 
:notes both of the true Church a.nd 
of the anti-Christia.n Church, &c., 
4'f which he gives a full· account in 
hijl history, and also of a public 
disputation which he then had with 
tile Dean of St. Andrew's upon 
Papery, at the end of which the 
people unanimously called on him 
to let them hear the same doctrine 
from the preaching-place, which 
eall he accordingly obeyed. This 
sermon made a great noise, and the 
Popish clergy being much -incensed 
by it, the Abbot of Paisley, lately 
nominated to the see of St. Andrew's 
and not yet consecrated, wrote a 
letter to the sub-prior, who, sede 
vacant, was vicar general, express
ing great surprise that such heretical 
and schismatical doctrines wero 
suffered to be taught without oppo
sition. Upon this rebuke, the sub
prior called a convention of grey 
and black friars, to meet in St. 
Leonard's Yard; where ooth our· 
preachers being convened, they were 
charged with several offences. The 
articles of the charge beµig read, 
the suh-prior entered into a con
ference with Mr. Knox, who after 
that disputed with one of the friars 
upon several controverted points 
between the Papists and Protestants .. 
Popery sensibly lost ground by the 
dispute, and the supporters of it' 
found themselves obliged to take· 
another method to maintain its• 
reputation. An order was passed 
obliging every learned person in the• 
abbey and university to prea<1h in 
the parish church by turns on Sun
days, and in their sermons not to 
touch upon any of the controverted 
points. But Mr. Knox rendered 
this caution ineffectual, by preach
ing on the week days; when he 
took occasion to praise God that 
Jesu.s Christ was preached, and 
nothing said publioly against the 

doctrine he had. taught them : i)DP
testing, withal, that if in his,ab1tence 
they should speak any thing which 
they forbore while he wa.s pr.esoot, 
that his hear&s should suspend 
their judgment till it ahould please 
God they should hear him again. 
And he was so successful in his 
work, that all the people in the 
castle, and a great number in the 
town, openly professed the Pro
testant doctrine, and testified it by 
partaking of the Lord's Supper in 
the same manner as it was admin
istered in the Church of Scotland, 
in the way of the Reformed 
Churches. Mr. Knox continued 
thus in the diligent discharge of his 
ministerial work till July that year, 
wht1n the castle was surrendered 'to 
the French, upon terms that all in 
the garrison should be carri.id safe 
to France, and in case they were 
not satisfied with the condition of 
their liberty there, they should be 
conveyed, at the expense of tlmt 
king, wherever they pleased, Scot
land excepted. 

August 20th, 1561, the queen 
arrived at Leith from France. From. 
her first arrival, her Majesty set 
up a pri:vate mass in her own 
chapel, which afterwards, by her 
protection and countenance, was 
much more frequented. This ex
cited the .zeal of Mr. Kno:s:, who 
expressed himself with great wa.rmth 
ag1dnst allowing it, and an act of 
the Privy Council being proclaimed 
at the Market-ci;-oss of Edinburgh, 
forbidding any disturbance to lie 
given to this practice under pain 
of death, on the twenty-fifth of that 
month Mr. Knox openly, in :kis 
sermon the Sunday following, de
clared, '' that one mass was more 
frightful to him than ten thousand 
armed enemies landed in any part 
of the realm.'' This freedom. of 
speech gave great offence tG the 
court, a.nd the Qu.eeu. hexself had.· a 
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long eoruerence with him upon that 
and other subjects. In this con
ferenc&, her Majesty having charged 
him with writing the " Blast," he 
avows it, and then proceeds thus : 
" I hear that an Englishman hath 
written against it, but I have not 
read him. If he hath sufficiently 
improved my reasons, and esta
blished his, contrary propositions 
with as evident testimonies as I 
have done mine, I shall not be 
ebstinate, but shall confess my error 
and ignorance, But to this hour I 
have thought, and yet think, myself 
alone to be more able to sustain the 
things affirmed in that my work than 
any ten in Europe shall be able to 
confute it." The queen likewise 
charged him with denying her just 
authority, to which he pleads the 
privilege of the learned in all ages, 
and cites Plato in particular, who 
had publicly taught doctrinee con
trary to the common opinion without 
disturbing the society, bearing with 
patience the errors and imperfections 
which they could not amend, "Even 
so (says he), madam, am I content 
to do in uprightness of heart, and 
with the testimony of a good con
science. I have communicated my 
j udgment to the world, if the realm 
finds no inconveniency in the regi
ment of a woman that which they 
approve, shall I not farther disallow 
than within my own breast, but I 
shall be as well content to live 
under your grace as Paul was to 
live under Nero; and my hope is 
(concludes he) that so long as you 
defile not your hands with the 
blood of the saints of God, that 
neither I nor the book shall either 
hurt you or your authority ; for in 
very deed, madam, that book was 
written most especially against that 
wicked Jezebel of England." 

His death is thus given. On 
certain symptoms of immediate 
death appearing, he was desired to 

give some sign whereby they might 
.know that he died in the steadfast 
belief and enjoyment of those Gosp3l 
truths which he had taught when 
living, and likewise of his com
fortable assurance of a blissful 
immortality through Christ. On 
which, as if he had received fresh 
strength, he triumphantly lifted his 
hand-toward heaven, and continued 
waving it for a considerable time. 
and then quietly departed to the 
rest which remaineth for the people 
of God, on November 24, ,1572. 
about eleven o'clock at night. 

So died one of the noblest and 
boldest preachers of Christ that 
ever lived. An engraving of his 
preaching before the Queen ex
hibits the intensified ardour of this 
champion of our faith, and is worthy 
of a place in every Christian 
minister's study. 

THE RESURRECTION. 

BY THO~IAS HENSON, CHESHAM, 

ScmPTURE declares the doctrine 
of the resurrection, and spring and 
summer illustrate it. Flowers in 
their beauty, and butterflies injoyous 
splendour, alike chant and preach 
it. Men often forget it and live far 
below its intended influence in pur
suing the gains and pleasures of the 
present life, but the time is coming 
when they will wish that they had 
counted all things as dung, that they 
might win Christ, and through Him 
attain to a glorious resurrection. 
Others, in the vain conceits of phi
losophy and science, falsely so called, 
ask, How are the dead raised up, 
with what body do they come? 
Scripture deigns but this reply, 
"Thou fool, that which thou sowes~ 
is not quickened, e:xcept it die; and 
that which thou sowest, thou sowest 
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not that body that shall be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat, or of 
some other grain; but God giveth it 
a body as it hath pleased Him, and 
to every seed his own body." 

I. Consider the fact of Christ's 
resurrection. 

That Christ did rise from the dead 
is abundantly maintained ~ the 
NewTestament. Infidelitymaydeny 
this now, as it did in Paul's day. 
But if Christ be not risen, then 
there is no resurrection of the dead: 
then, says Paul, our preaching is 
vain, and your faith also is vain. 
But he boldly declares that Christ 
died, and that he was raised again, 
according to the Scriptures. In evi
dence, he appeals to many living 
witnesses who had seen Christ to 
perfect familiarity before his death, 
and again had seen him to perfect 
satisfaction after his resurrection. 
Cast out this fact from your faith, 
and what a dreary vale will the 
shadow of death become ! What a 
meaningless tragedy was Christ's 
Death, without this resurrection ! 
Prove that he did not come forth 
out of the grave alive, and what 
an inlet do you at once create for 
sceptical questions as to his deity, 
and the faithfulness of God. And 
to what a blank nothingness do you 
reduce the Atonement, by which we 
now rejoice in Him. Unless men 
will believe that Christ rose again 
for their justification, they need not 
believe that he died for their sins. 

But, says distrust, is the testi
mony true? were those who attest it 
either themselves deceived or de
ceivers ? Well, is it conceivable 
that eleven men, a number of women, 
and a body of above 500 persons, 
seeing him at various times and 
places after his resurrection, could 
all be deceived? 

It is even more incredible that 
they were deceivers. What could 
induce them to act such deception ? 

Think of the malignant hatred of 
the Jews, and what could these men 
and women hope to gain l1y declar
ing it? Look at the proud scorn of 
the Greeks, and what might they 
expect from them? Would it have 
been less than idiotic madness in 
them to have dreamed of fame, or 
wealth, or pleasure, as the reward 
of such a testimony ? Adopting the 
words of a celebrated French infidel, 
we might say, ",['he history of this 
resurrection has marks of truth so 
palpable, so striking, so perfectly 
immutable, that its inventor would 
excite our admiration more than its 
hero." Prisons and bonds could not 
silence the tongues of Peter, and 
John, and Paul. Supposing them to 
have been deceivers, look at what 
some of them gained by it. Matthew 
carried the story into Ethiopia, where 
he was slain with the sword. Mark 
preached it in Alexandria, where he 
was dragged to death through the 
streets. Luke proclaimed it in 
Greece, and was hanged on a tree. 
John preached it in Ephesus, and 
was thrown into a cauldron of boil
ing oil, and, escaping with his life, 
he was afterwards banished to the 
Isle of Patmos. Peter, for his tes
timony, was crucified, as was his 
Lord. James declared it, and was 
beheaded, by order of Herod, in 
Jerusalem. Stephen avowed it, and 
was stoned to death. James the 
Less, for his part in it, was thrown 
from a pinnacle of the temple, and 
beaten to death below. Philip car
ried it into Phrygia, where he was 
hanged against a pillar. Bartholo
mew, the "Israelite in whom was 
no guile," was flayed alive . .Andrew 
was bound to a cross, where he 
preached to his persecutors till he 
died. Thomas, the doubte~, so _fully 
believed it, that he carried it to 
Coromandel, in India, where a sword 
was run through his body. Ju~e, 
contending earnestly for the froth 
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once for all committed to the saints, 
was shot to death with arrows. 
Matthias, who had companied with 
the disciples all the time the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among them, 
and was therefore chosen to take 
the place of Judas as a witnessing 
apostle, was first stoned and then 
beheaded. Barnabas, the son of 
consolation, was stoned to death at 
Salonica by the Jews. And Paul, 
who was in deaths oft, after more 
than thirty years' testimony, was 
beheaded at Rome. If these men 
would have been silent concerning 
the death and resurrection of Christ, 
they all could have saved their lives, 
and some of them could have ac
quired wealth and honour. But no, 

, they had seen these things, and they 
believed that men's salvation was in 
them, therefore they testified. De
ceivers, were they? Verily, the cre
dulity of infidelity is the grandest 
miracle in history. Christian faith 
pales before it, as a glowworm in 
the light of the sun. Surely the 
resurrection of Christ, by which he 
became the iirst-fruits of them that 
slept, is not a cunningly devised 
fable. 

II. Consider the position which 
the doctrine holdfl in Scripture. 

Is it known in the Old Testament? 
Did the patriarchs talk about it? 
Could David have thought of it? 
Could they, in their conflicts with 
sin and death, look out upon the 
future with spiritual hopes, inspired 
by visions of a joyful resurrection 
unto eternal life? ,vho was Job, 
that model of patience? In what 
period of earth's history was it that 
he cursed his birth? Some have 
hinted that he was that docile Isaac 
who meditated in the fields long be
fore Israel groaned in Egypt. Others 
have supposed him to be a pilgrim 
of grace before Noah built his dilu
vian Ark. Whoever he was, his 
career must have been an early one, 

and in one of its bitterest days Ji~ 
says, " I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that He shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth; and 
though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God, whom I shall see for myself, 
and mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another; though my reins be con
sumed within me." David com
forted himself with it when he said, 
"As for me, I will behold Thy face 
in righteousness, I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake, with Thy likeness." 
The Psalmist, mourning the ravages 
of death, cheers up by the reflec
tion, " But God will redeem my soul 
:from the power of the grave, for He 
shall receive me." Isaiah seems to 
have had thoughts of it when he 
said, " Thy dead men shall live, to
gether with my dead body shall they 
arise. Awake and sing, ye that 
dwell in the dust, for thy dew is as 
the dew of herbs, and the earth shall 
cast out the dead." Daniel, con
templating the restoration of his 
people, says, "And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt." And to mention but one 
more, Hosea breaks forth into a rap
turous hymn; "I will ransom them 
from the power of the grave; I will 
redeem them from death; 0 death, 
I will be thy plagues ; 0 gra'l'e, I 
will be thy destruction; repentance 
shall be hid from mine eyes.'' He 
seems to have caught sight of the 
great conqueror coming up from 
Bozrah, travelling in the greatness 
of his strength, mighty to save. In 
those early times, when the Messiah 
was yet only in promise and in sha
dow, these men may not have under
stood the doctrine as we do now, 
but they evidently knew enough of 
it to inspire their hearts with hope 
and comfort. Turning now to the 
New Testament, it will be enough to 
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say that, besides the declaration of 
it.in the Gospels and the Acts, it is 
menticrned and alluded to in the 
Epistles more than fifty times. 
Whatever difficulties may beset the 
subject, to our understandings it 
holds such a position in Scripture 
as entitles it to our trust and love. 

III. Consider the importance of 
t1ie doctrine to the believer. 

It abolishes death. The last 
enemy that shall be destoyed is 
death. But what death? Not that 
of which Hell is the terrible con
summation, and of which unrepented 
sin is the everlasting bitterness, but 
that of which, sin forgiven, is no 
longer the sting, and of which the 
grave is but the anteroom of heaven. 
Have yon ever been struck with the 
manner in which Christ ever refused 
to recognise the presence of death ? 
'' 'Fhe maid is not dead, but sleep
eth: '' "Our friend Lazarus sleep
eth." Death-as death-in his grim 
destructive power, cauuot exist where 
the risen Christ is, for he is the re
surrection and the life. In Him the 
dead shall live, and the living shall 
not die. Like the maid, like Laza
l'lll3, like Stephen, they shall sleep, 
but not die. See that grub eating 
up the green hope of the husband
man; to-day it crawls upon the 
earth, to-morrow it will assume an 
apparent death. It will wrap itself 

. about with a shroud, and be buried 
or affixed to your wall. It is not 
dead, it only sleeps, waiting for its 
change, Shortly it will come forth 
from its grave, no longer .a crawling 
grub, bnt a beautiful butterfly, robed 
in scarlet, de<Jked with gold, and 
fringed with silver. Such is what 
you call death ; to the believer it is 
a chrysalis condition, out of which 
he emerges in the' glorified likeness 
of his :Redeemer. 

This resurrection secures an 
etlll'Ilal embodiment for the redeemed 
spirit. 

Difficulties meet us here. They 
cannot be swept away like cobwebs 
from a king's chamber. They must 
be met reverently, with a disposition 
to learn where God teaches, and to 
wait, not to deny, where light does 
not shine. Do the Scriptures teach 
this eternal embodiment? Why, 
what can they mean if they do not? 
Why should He that raised up Jesus 
from the dead, also quioken our 
mortal bodies, by His spirit that 
dwelleth in ns, if not that they 
should be the eternal abodes of these 
spirits, as they are now tl1e temporal 
ones ? Why should the dead rise 
at all, if not for an eternal reunion 
of the spirit with the body ? So far 
as we can understand, some kind of 
bodily organism is essential to per
fect future life. Does not Paul, 
speaking of the house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens, point 
to something antithetical to this 
earthly body? In this we groan, 
but he speaks of one in which mor
tality shall be swallowed up of life. 
That clothing may not be the resur
rection body, but if not, does not 
that very fact point to it as the long 
waited for redemption of our bodies? 
We do not know what is the fashion 
of the glorified body of Jesus, but 
"weknowthatwhenHe shall appear, 
we shall be made like him; for He 
shall change our vile bodies, that 
they may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body." An inquisitive mind 
may ask, " With what body shall 
we come? ·with this one ? " See 
yon ripening ear of wheat. Is it 
the identical grain which you sowed? 
No; but it is a body of wheat out of 
that grain. See that flower. Is it 
the identical seed which the fingers 
of a child dropped into the soil P No ; 
but it is the very body, which that 
seed, by dying in the earth! was 
destined to bring forth. So! m the 
final day, these identical bodies may 
not rise again, but may they not,. 
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like the seed, contain a mysterious 
provision, which shall be the germ 

.,of that spiritual. body, ~ as to iden
tify that with this? 

This doctrine, supported by the 
fact of Christ's resurrection, kindles 
the fire of Christian life. 

Christ died for our sins, and rose 
,again for our justification. Sin kills; 
justification renews the right of life. 
Chrii!t in the grave was a dead sacri
fice, not a living Saviour. Christ 
died that sin, the cause of death, 
might be put away. He was raised 
again, that in His life we also might 
have life. Not a single ~pirit could 
have come to live out of a dead 
-Olilist: millions of spirits have de
rived life from the risen one. His 

, resnrrection is the warranty of the 
Gospel; it is God's seal of accept
ance set upon the Atonement; the 
receipt of life given to all who be
lieve on Him. Do men ask how 
they may know Chiist's willingness 

THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

BY SCJWTATOR. 

CHAPTER XI.-The Minister's 
Resig-nation. 

WITH ® increased congregation 
settled down in the enlarged and 
beautified chapel, Mr. Ernest felt it 
to be his duty once more to buckle 
,on the ministerial armour, and set 
himself with fresh vigour to the 
work of building up the Church, 
and winning souls for Christ. But 
the reader will not be surprised to 
learn tha.t this resolution was not 
come to without a severe struggle of 
mind an the part of the p&Btor. 

to save, point them to the Oross. 
Nothing but infinite love and will
ingness could have accomplished 

, that death. Do they ask how ihey 
may know His power to save, point 
them to the empty tomb, or betlier 
still, to the risen Jesus. .N otbing 
·but infinite power could have e.c
complished that. Does the Chiistittn 
spirit, going forward to the final 
judgment-seat ask, Who is He that 
condemneth? The law, holy, just, 
and good, way present an indict
ment for countless transgressions ; 
Satan, ever ready to accuse, may 
eagerly wait his opportunity; and 
conscience may have memories ,of 
shortcomings and spirit-grieviJlgs: 
but to them all triumphant f'aith 
answers, none ce,n condemn, for 
Christ, my ransom, died; yea rather, 
is risen again, and is even at the 
right hand of God, who also mwth 
intercession for us. 

Had he followed the bent of his own 
and his wife's inclination, he wou:ld, 
immediately after the reopening ser
vices, have quietly sought for a 
remove,l to -a.nother post, and have 
left the coast clear for a new pastor. 
A little consideration, however, 
showed him that when, as the result 
of the building alterations, the 
Church had been landed in (though 
much against his will) for s. debt ,of 
£550, it would hardlybefairtolea.ve 
the place until that debt hmd been 
wiped off. With the secret determi
nation, therefore, if things did not 
alter for the better, to resign his 
office as pastor as soon as the build
ing was free, he presented. to ;the 
Church, for its sa.nction, a. pro-
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gramme of future work ; and also 
preached a course of sermons on the 
important subject of " Scriptural 
Church Meetings," the text selected 
as the groundwork of these sermons 
being 1 Cor. xi.17, ''Now in this that 
I declare unto you I praise you not, 
that ye come together not for the 
better but for the worse." By these 
measures he hoped to open the eyes 
-of the members to perceive their 
real interests, and to make their 
Church meetings attractive and pro
fitable. But in this effort he was 
doomed most egregiously to fail. 
The "discontented clique "-num
bering about half a dozen members 
-,listened to these sermons in dis
may, one of their number being 
heard to observe afterwards, that 
'' directly he heard the text, he knew 
what was coming! " They could not 
fail to draw the conclusion, that if 
the scriptural principles enunciated 
in these discourses were carried out, 
"their occupation was gone." Being 
noted, as they knew right well, for 
being the leaders of debate, the 
chief fault-finders, the censorious 
critics, and the upholders of exist
ing evils, they considered these ser
mons as being specially aimed at 
them and their doings, and therefore 
determined, amongst themselves, to 
drive the pastor, either by fair 
means or foul, from the place, if it 
were possible. To effect this laud
able object, the old and well-tried 
means was at an early date resorted 
to; a private tea-party was got up 
at one of their houses, and there 
and then certain cunning and well
devised plans were concocted, that 
might have proved pregnant with 
disaster both to the pastor and the 
cause, had they been carried out 
fully. What these plans were, we 
do not care to reveal. It is enough 
for us to say, that one evil, or rather 
defect, connected with the congre
gati()Jla! ,system is this, that if it 

comes to pass that a few badly-dis
posed individuals connected with 
the Church become, from any cause, 
disaffected, they have it in their 
power, by the abuse of their liberty, 
to upset almost any small interest, 
blast the pastor's influence, and 
create rows and scenes in the Church 
meetings that do an amount of da
mage calculated to exert its pestife
rous influence fora whole generation. 
No doubt this would have been the 
case in the present instance, had 
not Mr. Ernest, in a painful, but 
still in a providential way, become 
acquainted with the evil intentions 
of this underhanded and unscrupu
lous band. But once aware of what 
they were at and intended, his reso
lution was taken. It needed no 
lengthened consideration on his part 
to learn the path of duty. Having 
given notice that at the next Church 
meeting he should have something 
important to communicate, and that 
therefore he desired the presence of 
all the members, he astonished all, 
at an unusually large gathering, by 
reading the following letter:-

" Brethren and Sisters,-It is 
now my duty to tender to you my 
resignation as pastor of the Church. 
In one quarter from the present 
date, I shall cease to occupy your 
pulpit. It is not my intention to put 
the question to the vote, as on no 
a'ccount do I intend to remain. It 
is, only due to you that I should 
give you, in as few words as possible, 
my reasons for this sudden and pe
remptory decision. 

" Upwards of three years ago you 
presented me with an unanimous 
invitation to become your pastor. 
That invitation was accepted, in the 
hope that I might, with God's bless
ing, make this cause a power for 
spiritual good in this locality. The 

.salary you offered me was small, but 
I accepted it cheerfully, knowing 
that if we make God's service our 



delight, He will make our wants 
His care. To His praise, I desire 
to say, that my trust in Him has not 
been confounded. In one way and 
another, the wants of myself and 
family have been supplied. What 
I agreed to receive you have given, 
and I have not asked you £or a single 
penny more. I£ my }Jeloved partner 
has had, at times, to exercise severe 
economy to prevent our running 
into debt, we have not complained, 
but, on the contrary, have often both 
together returned thanks to our 
Heavenly Father for bringi.r(g us 
safely through our domestic and 
financial trials. 

"During the period that I have 
been your pastor, I can honestly 
say it has been my endeavour to 
serve you faithfully, for Christ's 
sake. But it was manifest to me, 
from the first, that I differed from 
some of you on several points. The 
chief of these had relation to the 
conduct of your Church meetings. 
At the outset I made bold to tell you 
that in this vital point you needed 
reform. ·what, as a rule for many 
years, have our Church meetings 
been? Fellowship meetings? Meet• 
ings in which brotherly union has 
been specially shown? Meetings 
in which we have aimed to edify 
one another spiritually? Meetings 
which we have longed for on account 
of the spiritual good we hoped to 
get from thern? They ought to have 
been all this, but have they? It is 
of no use mincing matters ; they 
have been anything but this. The 
debating element, with its attendant 
evils, has defied all my efforts, and 
the efforts of the Church's best 
friends, to root it out; party spirit, 
with its animosities, has generally 
proved conqueror; and the result 
has been, that during nearly the 
whole of my pastorate I have felt 
the reverse of at home amongst you. 
Instead of looking forward to the 

Church meetings with joyful antici• 
pation, I have felt sorry when the 
time was drawing near to hold them. 
To me they have been usually month• 
ly inflictions, instead of monthly 
blessings. Sometimes, when think• 
ing about them, I have compared 
myself to a man standing over a, 
dangerous mine, which at any given 
moment might be sprung, to his own 
injury and that of others. I do not,. 
hesitate to say that they have done ' 
more to make me cold in the work, 
and even sick of it, than anything 
else that I know of. They have, 
checked me in soliciting aid for the 
chapel alterations; they have made, 
me reluctant to propose plans that :1 
believed, if carried out, would be of 
benefit to the cause; and they have-· 
also prevented me introducing en
quirers into the Church-•for what, 
good, I have asked myself, would 
they get, if they were brought in? 
It is well known to you, that some 
whom I have been the means of' 
introducing into the Church, have
intimated since, that if they had 
been aware that there was such a 
want of union dispfayed in the· 
Church, as they have themselves. 
seen manifested in the Church meet• 
ings, they would not have joined us. 
The fact is, quiet and- peaceable
people have no more desire to enter 
into a quarrelsome Church, than 
they have to lodge with a quarrel
some family. It is granted willing
ly, that on some questions debate is 
really necessary at Church meetings; 
but I submit that the ruling spirit 
should be devotion, and not debate. 
To make our Church meetings'' sea• 
sons of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord," to make them fit for 
young members to be introduced 
without their getting harm ; t,o. 
make them monthly blessings in
stead of monthly inflictions, ,we 
should come to them to pray, to
sing, to read the Word, to edify one 
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19.UO:ther; to debate no more' than is 
.absolutely necessary, and where de
bate is necessary, to seek to find 
-ont where we can agree rather than 
where we can dftfer. Let secular 
business be thus baptised in spiritual 
influences; let the secular ever be 
subordinate to the spiritual; let as 
few amendments as possible be pro
posed to propositions that have been 
maturely considered by pastor and 
deacons; let the prayers be in ex
,cess of the speeches; and let all, 
like the Church of Pentecost, be of 
"one heart and one soul;" then en
quirers may be introduced into the 
-Church in safety, the best members 
will flock to the meetings, and those 
who have long remained outside in 
:the congregation, for fear of a dis
astrous alliance, will be drawn in
side by the power of Christian love 
and sympathy, and then co-operate 
with :the Church in every good work. 
It is this sort of union that the 
world wants to see. What was the 
,prayer of Jesus for his people? Did 
,he not pray " That they all may be 

--one, as Thou Father art in Me, and 
I in Thee, that they also may be 
one in us: that the world may bdiiwe 
that Thou hast sent rne?" The worst 
-enemy, then, of a church, be he 
_pastor, deacon, or member, is the 
man who, by any policy whatever, 
seeks to divide it. To influence the 
world around, we should avoid mak
ing a division, as we would avoid 
~atan himself. These views I have 

--Often reiterated in your hearing, and 

A WELL-SPENT SABB.A.TH. 
WitEN Philip Henry closed the exer- '. 
cises of the Sabbath-day, he used to, 

. s,.y, "Well, if this ?e}1ot heaven it 
1 

-must be the way to 1t. 

very :recently I sought to em.l>orly 
them in .11, eourse of four aermons, 
which I preached to you. I havte, 
however, been led very distinctly 
to understand, that these sermoos 
have given very great offence to a 
section in the Church; and so far 
as I can see, nothing remains for me 
but to give battle to these persons or 
to resign. The former course most 
respectfully I decline to pursue, as I 
do not believe that any good could 
come out of a personal fight between 
myself and these fractious members. 
Yoll have, unfortunately for this 
cause, had too much of this kind of 
fighting already; and I am not in
clined to add to the evil. Some of 
my friends, I know, have said "fight 
it out," and they have urged me 
strongly to do it; but it seems to 
me that we have enough to do with 
fighting the foes of the Cross out
side, without fighting with each 
other inside. For the sake of pe~e, 
therefore, and the honour of the 
Lord Jesus, caring more for the 
welfare of the church than for my 
own personal interest, and leav
ing the Lord to provide for me and 
mine as Re pleases, I now, without 
knowing where my future lot ~hall 
be cast, heartily thank you all for 
any kindness that you have shown 
me, and give you distinctly to under
stand that when the quarter's notice 
is expired, I shall have the pleasure 
of bidding you farewell." 

(To be concluded in our next.) 

OBSERVING PROVIDENCE. 
IT has been observed by Flavel 
that they who notice _Providence~ 
never we.nt Providence to notiee • 
.And a. greater th8,Il he had said long 
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· before, from experience as well as 
from conviction, " Whoso is wise 
and will observe these things, even 
they shall understand the loving
kindness of the Lord." 

'' FIRE LOW." 
DR. GuTHRrn gives this advice to 
preachers : " Fire low r " The order 
which generals have often given to 
their men before fighting began suits 
the pulpit not less than the battle
field. The mistake common to both 
soldiers and speakers is to shoot too 
high over people's heads, missing 
by a want of directness and plain
ness both the persons they preach 
to and the purpose they preach for.'' 
We must, indeed, "fire low" if we 
would reach the common people. 

REVERIE OF REPENTANCE. 
THERE are thousands of persons 
who are given to what may be called 
the reverie of repentance. There 
are thousands of persons who feel 
sad that they are such wicked 
creatures. Really they feel that it 
is too bad. They at times fall into 

a minor key. Perhaps if they are 
educated to music- they sit down to
the piano and play touching airs and 
sing of the wickedness of the heart 
till tears flow down their cheeks. 
They pity themselves that they are 
so pitiable. But how much repent
ance is there in all this ? Is there 
any definiteness in it? Does the
man say, "l amasproudasLucifer"? 
Not a word does he utter on that. 
subject. Doea the man say, "I am 
meanly selfish"? Oh, no; he only 
says, "I am sin-sick." Does the 
man say, " I am unscrupulous, I am 
untrustworthy, I give way to de
bauch in this direction and to animal 
appetites in that"? Does th~ man 
follow the example of that surgeon 
who when called to dress a wound~ 
probes it in all directions and 
cleanses it thoroughly before he· 
binds it up? Does he sit down and 
explore his heart with a searching, 
minute examination? No : he does 
not want to go particularly into it. 
He merecly wants to have a feeling 
of regret in view of his general sin
fulness.-H. W. BEECEIER. 

Jebithls. 

PERIODICALS A~D PA:\IPHLETS. 

Tlie Baptist 11lagazine. :Mr. Mar. 
chant's paper on the source of super
human power in Christ's minfotry is 
well worthy of ·a careful, critical 
reading. 

Sword and Trowel unusuallv varied 
and good. • 

Who was the Author oft!,~" Pilgrim's 
ProgreRsi" By W. Winters, F.R.H. 
!-d. (F. Davis.) If the trash written 
to throw doubt on Bunyan's honesty 
and fidelity is worth noticing, then 
Mr. Winters' pamphlet will fully an
swer the purpose. 

The Museum. No 46. We trust the 

sale of this work, both in volumes and'. 
parts, jg being well kept up. 

The Ilfre and the Anieal, both up to 
the mark, and 01lso the Q11arterly Re
port of the Trinitarian Bible Society. 

A Discour.se on Infant Baptism, in 
reply to the Bishop of Lincoln. By W. 
R. Stephenson, :M.A. (Elliot Stock.) 
2d. A calm, masterly production from 
the New Testament Bishop of Broad
street Chapel (or church), Nottingham,· 
to the Episcopal Bishop of Lincoln, 
whose recent utteranc0s are JJ.either 

, learned nor Christian. 
God's Priesthood v. Man's Priest

craft. A sermon, by A. G. Brolf1!~ 
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ld. (Davis.) A scriptural rebuke, in 
words plain as they are truo. 

Ragged School Union Magazine. ld. 
-Oontains an article on "Voluntary 
-teachers," and other good papers. Wo 
commend to all persons interested in 
the Temporance work ]\fr. Robert 
Rae's tract on The Ttmpe,.ance Canteens 
,at the Autumn Jl.fanamvres (Tweedie, 
.337, Strand), and Rev. J. P. Chown's 
paper on The Relation of Band, of 
Rope to Sunday-.<chools. 2s. 6d. per 
100. 

The Thfrd Year of the C,·eche, o·c., 
..g-c. By Marie Hilton. (Morgan and 
:Scott.) Most deeply affecting. A work 
,of Christian love and beneficence, second 
to none of the good ins\itutions of the 
day. Do get it, read it, and put it 
in circulation, and increase the num
ber of its friends and supporters. 

Salvation Prefigurtd in the Baptism 
-0f Jesus the Son of God. By General 

H. Goodwin. (London: Kellaway and 
Co., 10, Warwick-lane.) 2d. A very 
thoughtful and well-considered paper, 
and worthy of devout perusal. The 
subject is replete with interest. 

Old Jonathan, British Flag, Chri.<tian 
Glowworm (½d.). Thoroughly excellent, 
and marvellously cheap. 

Pulpit at the ]-£earth contr.ins a ser
mon on Ch,·i.stian Toleration bv Dean 
Stanley, and G,·eat Slaughter, by 
Talmage. Id. 

On Cremation. A sermon by the 
Bishop of Lincoln. ld. The above 
are published by .J. W. Allingham, 29, 
Farringdon-street. 

The Sunda.1f-school Wodd is the title 
of a new woekly journal devoted to the 
interests of Sunday-school teachers, 
which is to be issued shortly. The 
prica will be one penny, and it will be 
published at the office, 61, Paternoster
row. 

~tnomlnati.onal Jnttlligtntt. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. J. PARKINSON having resigned 
the pastorate of the church, Hinckley, 
has accepted an invitation to the church 
at Now Lenton, Nottingham. 

Rev. A. North, of Staleybridge, has 
accepted a unanimous invitation to 
Harborne. 

Mr. John Douglas, of Regent's-park 
College, has accepted a unanimous in
vitation from the church of Waterford, 
Ireland, to become its pastor. 

Rev. H. Dunn, Milnsbridge, has ac
cepted a unanimous invitation to the 
·pastorate of the church, Pole-street, 
Preston. 

Rev. J. Mentor Ryland is about to 
leave Woodstock, and his future address 
will be Haddenham, Isle of Ely. 

Rev. John Field, of Newton Abbot, 
Devon,has accepted a call to tho church 
,at Sevenoaks. 

Rev. E. S. Neale, of Sunderland, has 

accepted the pastorate of Bartholomew
street chapel, Exeter. 

Mr. Charles Douglas Crouch, of the 
Pastors' College, has accepted the 
ministerial charge of the church at 
Bulwell, N otts. 

Rev. A. Rollason, of Scarborough, 
has accepted the past-0rato of Saffron 
Walden Church, vacant by tho resigna
tion, through ill health, of the Rev. W. 
A. Gillson. 

Rev. II. Davies has resigned the pas
torate of the English· Baptist Chmch at 
Treforest. 

Rev. Henry Wardley, of :Melbonm, 
Cambs, has accepted the pastorate of 
the church at Foots Cray, Kent. 

Rev. J. Billington, of Potter-street, 
Harlow, Essex, has accepted the pas
torate of Ebenezer Chapel, Southsea, 
Rants. 

Mr. A. Cox, of 37, Maryland-road, 
Paddington, is open to snpply destitute 
churches. 
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PRESENTATIONS. 
Lo:snoN: CJIALK FARM-ROAD.-On 

lConday evening, Sept. 28, Dr. Kellett 
presided at a meeting held in the 
chapel, on the occasion of the Rev. 
Evans Davies resigning his office as 
pastor. In the course of the evening, 
the friends assembled were addressed 
by Messrs. Edwards, Riddle, Escott, 
and Stephenson, and Mr. Davies was 
presented with a tea and coffee service 
and a purse of money, together with an 
address illuminated by a member of the 
choir. 

Rev. T. C. Finch, who has accepted 
a call to. Twerton, has taken leave of 
his friends at Bridport amid many 
tokens of regret on their part at losing 
the services of one who for nine years 
had been a zealous and beloved pastor, 
highly esteemed not only by his own 
congregation, but by the community at 
large. At the valedictory meeting, Mr. 
C. Edwards presided, and addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. J. B. 
Charles, F. J. Austin, R. L. Carpenter, 
Mr. John Olea}, senior deacon of the 
Baptist church, and others. :Mr. Finch 
was presented with an address from 
the Wesleyan and Independent min
isters, accompanying which was a hand
some pecuniary gift, the sum enclosed 
having boen collected by them from 
various Christian communities. 

Rev. B. W. Osler, of Barnsley, on the 
2Hth of Sept., on revisiting Sirehcad, 
where he liibourcd for six years, was 
presented by Mr. C. Hallet, on behalf 
of the church and congregation at Sire
head and Isle Abbotts, with twenty 
guineas' worth of books, in token of 
their esteem. Rev. J. Burnham pre
sided on the occasion. A similar effort 
is being made at the adjoining villago 
of North Curry, which shared in the 
benefit of :Mr. Oslcr's zealous labourn. 

Re-v. J. Green-v,:ood~ on resigning his 
ministry at Swadlincote, through fail
ing health, was presented by the church 
with a purse of sovereigns, and by the 
members of the Young Men's Mutual 
Improvement Soci?ty with a photo
graphic albun1. 

Rev. G. Towler, having accepMcl the 
pastorate of the church at Long Sutton, 

was presented, on the 17th instant, by 
his friends at Isleham, with an electro
plated tea-service. On the same occa
sion, a presentation was made to an 
esteemed member of the congregation, 
:.irs. Eyit, who is removing from the 
neighbourhood. 

NEW CHAPELS, 

THE corner-stone of tho chapel now 
being built at Bascombe, near Bourne
mouth, was laid on Tuesday, October 
6th. A goodly number of spectators 
assembled. After the singing of a 
hymn, prayer was offered by the Rev. 
W. Emery. The Rev. H. C. Leonard 
then said, that in the cavity underneath 
the stone was a paper, on which was 
written the following, together with the 
names of th<1 ministers then present: 
"This corner-stone of Bascombe Chapel, 
erected in the thirty-eighth year of 
Queen Victoria, for the worship of God 
and the preaching of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in connection with 
the denomination of Cbristians com
monly called Baptists, was laid by Miss 
Beatrice Leonard, eldest daughter of 
the first minister of tho place." Miss 
Leonard then proceeded to lay the 
stone; after which, Rev. T. W. Med
hurst congratulated the Baptists of 
Bournemouth on the rolling away of a 

· reproach that had long rested upon this 
beautiful part of the country, that of 
being without a Baptist chapel. He 
rejoiced that this was to bo the com
mencement of yet greater efforts, as a 
second and larger chapel was in con
templation. A well-attended tea-meet
ing was held in the schoolroom of St. 
Andrew's Church, Bournemouth, kindly 
lent for the occasion by the Presby
terian minister and elders. A public 
meeting in the church followed pre
sided over by A. Pegler, Esq., J'.P., of 
Southampton. Rev. H. C. Leonard 
gave a brief account of the effort now 
being made, stating that the Bascombe 
Chapel would cost about £1,000, and 
the larger one in Bournemouth at least 
£2,000, towards which the first list of 
subscriptions amounted to about £600. 
The ·chairman expressed his hearty 
sympathy, stating that he remembered 
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Bournemouth when there were only 
ihrea or four houses; and now that 
there was a: resident population of about 
10,000, with large accessions £tom 
1"isitors, it was evident that there was 
plenty of room for the Baptists. In
teresting adi!resses were then delivered 
by Revs. T. W. llfedhurst, T. McGill, 

.J, H. Osborne, G. Short, B.A., and J. 
B. Ilurt. The meetings of the day 
gave general satisfaction. About £80 
were contributed. 

RECOG:NITIO~S. 

MR. J. N. RoorHA~r, of tho Pastors' 
-College, was recognised on the 30th of 
September, as pastor of Hanbury-hill 
Chapel, Stombridge. Rev. G. Rogers 
_gave the charge to the pru;tor; Revs. 
J. Richards,B. C. Young, G. Mciliichael, 
and C. Skemp took part in the pro
·ceedings. 

Ro,v. Joseph ,Jones, late of Rawdon 
··College, was publicly rccogniseil on the 
29th September as pastor of the church 
at Wellington. Dr. Green, Presiilent 

-of Rawdon Collego, gave the charge to 
the minister, and Rev. J. W. Thew, of 
Leicester, addressed tho church and 
congregation. 

The recognition of J\fr, Thomas 
Davies, late of Cheddar, as pastor of 
the church at Dorking, took place on 
Thursday, September 17, when ad
dresses were deUverod by Pastors W. 
H. Meehan, W. Usher, and C. Slim. 
Sir Arthur Cotton, Bart., in the chair. 
This church is worshipping in the old 
'infant schoolroom-a building .most in
adequate and unsuitable, but the only 
-0ne obtainable-until sufficient fnnils 
are in hand to build a more commodiou~ 
"house." About £380 have been 
raised. 

Mr. W. Townsend, Pastors' College, 
w,as recognised on the 23rd of Sept., as 
pastor of the church in Totteridge
road, Enfield. The Rev. D. Russel 
presided, and the charge to the p.aBtor 
was delivered by Rev. G. Rogers, while 
ihe church was addressed by the Rev. 
G. Gracey. 

On Thursday, Sept. 15, a tea and 
public meeting was hold at Illisworth, 
to recognise the Rev. J. W. Mills, of 

Bristol College, as the pastor of the 
church. The Rev. T.-Gongh presided, 
11.nd addresses were deliv.ered by the 
Revs . . F. Fielder, W. Fidler, T. How, 
W. H. Payne, E. R. Broom, S. Williams, 
and Mr. J. Westley. 

The church at Addlestone, in oele
brating the second anniversary of their 
new place of worship, made tho occa
sion one of fraternal recognition and 
welcome to their new pastor, Rev. J. 
Jackson, who some few months ago 
accepted the pastorate. Rev. H. ·M. 
Gunn preached, and the tea-meeting, 
which was attended by 200 friends, was 
presii!cd over by l\fr, E. Hilder, and 
addressed by Rev. H. 111. Gunn, A. E. 
Lord, - Perrin, H. Bayley, W. Frith, 
and J. Jackson, Mr. Il. Scott-, the City 
Chamberlain, and Mr. Constable. Mr. 
Jackson was pastor of the church· at 
Sevenoaks for ten years. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

LocHEE,-SoCIAL llIEETING. - The 
annual social meeting of the Pastor's 
Bible Class was held in the Baptist 
Church on Tuesday, September 17th. 
The Rev. Thos. D. Cameron in the 
chair. Nearly 120 partook of an ex
cellent tea, prepared by Miss Margaret 
Reoch. During the evening Miss Sarah 
Thomson and Miss Jessie Gordon were 
presented with beautiful books by their 
Sabbath School classes; and ]\fr.James 
Cobb, in fitting words; gifted to the 
chairman a splendiil gold albert and 
locket, in the name of the Bible class. 
Mr. Cameron expressed his heartfelt 
thanks. Tho proceedings were inter
esting and spirited. Speeches were 
delivered by Messrs. Hamilton, Peebles 
and Smith, while recitations from Mr. 
Thos. David, Arbroath, and readings 
from members of the class, and anthems 
from the choir, made the evening pass 
pleasantly. 

A social meeting took place at 
Highbridge on the 21st September, to 
celebrate the extinction of the debt 
upon the cha.pel there, of which the 
Rev. T. Hanger is the pastor. All 
liabilities having boon discharged, a 
sum of £5 was voted to the Baptist 
Building F1md in -acknowledgment of 
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the !lid" affonbd-by· a. loa.u of £rOO, free 
oi interest. 

SoUTB SHIELDS TA.BElllFACLll:.-New 
&ihool IIJ'.ldc Lecture Rooms. - Tiro 
foundation stone of the new buildings 
was laid on Tuesday, the 15th Sept., 
by Mr. Alderman Strachan, J.P. Rev. 
J. E. Cracknell explained the various 
purposes to which the new building 
w-0nld be devoted. It was to meet the 
requirements of their Sunday School, 
the average number of scholars now in 
attendance being 300. It would also 
be used for the week evening services 
now conducted in the Tabernacle, for 
Bible classes, and lectures on subjects 
of great social importance. Alderman 
Strachan next addressed the meeting, 
and recommended the establishment of 
a good library in the new room, and 
promised assistance in the gift of books. 
Addresses were also delivered by Rev. 
S.M.M'Clelland, Mr. Gray, J.P. Good
win, and ,V. Hansen. In the evening 
an interesting lecture was delivered by 
Rev. A. A. Rees, on the "Christian use 
of money as exemplified in the life of 
George Muller, of Brhrtol." 

P:INNER.-Anniversary and harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
September 21 and 22, when sermons 
were preached in the morning by the 
pastor, John Howard, and in the even
ing by Mr. Charles G. Robson, of 
Hackney. On the Monday a public tea,, 
and afterwards a most instructive 
le~ture was given by .Mr. C. G, Robson 
on the "Dispensational character of 
the word of God," illustrated by a large 
coloured diagram. No collections were 
made, yet the friends most liberally 
oontributed in their weekly offerings. 

B.il'TIST UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IBELAND.-NEWCASTLE-ON-'fYNE, 
-The autumnal meetings of tho Bap
tiat Union have now become a great 
institution of the denomination. It is 
evident that the ministers, young and 
old, take a deep, interest in these meet
ings. The Missionary Committee met 
at 6..30 on Monday evening, Oct. 5th. 
At seven o'clock, Arthur Mursell 
preached to young men in Bewick 
Street Chapel. The place was crowded 
to ex.eelll!'. On Tuesday morning, a 
Missionary Conference was held at 

i D&wfck' Stre-et Chapel; of -wfilch Re'f.: 
i J. Muraell is•pastl:>r,-Cha.ir.ma31, .Tooa~
i than Angu~, Esq., J.P.; papel'!I· by 
, Revs. J. Wenger; D.D., of Calcutta,, 
I and J. Trafford, of Serampore. The· 
papers wero road, a,nd afterwards

; discussed: Mr. Sampson, of Folke-
stone, read Dr. Wenger's· paper for film, 

· the' subject of which was, "Various 
Translations of the Scriptures." Mr. 
Tro.fford's subject was, "Our Eo.uca
tiono.l Institutions in India." He dwelt 
on their history, necessity, and results. 
Mr. Trafford wo.xed warm as he go.:ve'' 
reo.sons for oducation proper in Todia,
and in quiet, cogent reasoning, withereil 
up all objections. There was then a; 

i prayer meeting for the revival of the
churches in the mission field. Thus 
the first meeting of the Union closed. 
In the evening, a public mis.siollll.ry 
meeting, very largely attended, was, 
held in Rye Hill Chapel, Mr. G. T. 
Kemp presiding. The Revs. E. G .. 
Go.nge ; L. 0. Skrefsfrud, of South

: alistan; and J. Sale, of Barisal, deli-
vered o.ddresffes. The First Session.

. On Wednesday morning, at 7 a.m., a. 
. prayer meeting was held at Marl-
. borough Crescent Cho.pel, conducted by· 
. the Rev. W. Howieson, of London. At 
· 10 o'clock the Session of the Union 
· commenced at Rye Hill Cha,pel. The 
p1;elimino.ry devotions were conducted· 
by the Rev. T. Pottenger, and lasted 
over an hour. Tlrn President's Address~ 

· -The President, the Rev. C. Stovel, 
then took the chair, and delivered the 
opening address, which wo.s listened 
to with deep attention. Several topics 

i of interest were afterwards discussed. 
' The ministers and delego.tes dined to. 
, gether, at 2.30 p.m., in the school-room 

of the Rye Hill Chapel, which . was. 
· tastefully decorated for the occasion. In 
· the evening two evangelistic services. 
were held, one in the Central Hall,Hoe'd 

' Street, a.nd another in tho Town Hall, 
Gatesheo.d, the Revs. W.R. Skerry and, 

, D. McGregor conducting in the first 
· plo.ce, and the Revs. C. B. Sawday and· 
i W. J. Mayers. in: the latter. A sermon .. 
, w.as also preached in Rye Hill Chapel, 
' by the Rev. H. S. Brown, of Liver
: pool, on "The Work of the Ministry,"' 
During the Session reference was mo.de 
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by more than one speaker to the death 
,of Rev. W. Robinson, of Cambridge. 

THE Baptist Chapel at Eastcote, 
Northamptonshire, having recently been 
renovated and repaired, a public tea, 
c1n aid of the funds, was held Sept. 
14th. At the after service the Rev. 
W. H. Payne, of Bugbrook (in the ab
·sence of the pastor, throuo-h long ill
ness), was called to preside.'< Addresses 
were delivered by :Mr. Jos. Thompson, 

-0f Northampton, and other friends. 
The choir from Lithboro', with assist
ance from the neighbonring villages, 
ably sang a selection of sacred pieces. 
At the close tho gratifying announce
ment was ma.de that the debt was all 
-cleared off. 

LONDON BAPTIST AssoCIATION.-The 
quarterly meeting was held at Dalston 
Junction Chapel (Rev. A. Carson, 
:M.A., pastor), on Tuesday, the 13th of 

·October. The usual devotional meet
ing was held at eleven o'clock, a.m., 
·and at half-past twelve the Rev. Dr. 
Landels gave an address' on "Holi
ness." At half-past three o'clock, the 
pastors and delegates met for business, 
when an address was delivered by the 
Rev. J. T. Wigner. At seven o'clock, a 
public meeting was' held, the chair 
being takon. by the president. A con
siderable portion of the time of tho 

:meeting was devoted to prayer. The 
Revs. F. Tucker, B.A., and W. H. 
_Burton gave addresses. 

llAPTISMS. 
Ashlon-under-Lyne,-September 27, Five, by 

Andrew Bowden. 
Bath.-October 4, at the Widcombe Chapel, 

Five, by John Huntley. 
Bath.-Septismber 30. at Hay-hill Chapel, 

Six, by J. R. Ohamberlain. 
.Bedford.-October 4, at Mill-street Chapel, 

'Three, by R. Speed. 
Belfast.-September 17. Two; October 9, at 

Regent-street, Six, by G. W. Cross. 
Birmingham.-Septemb-or 27, at Cannon

·street Chapel, Six, by J. B. Blackmore. 
Birmingham.-September 30, at Longmore

street Chapel, Seven, by L. C. H. Parsons. 
Blacl:l,y, Yorkshire.-October 10, Four, by 

R. Briggs. 
Blai,· .i..tlwle, N.B.-September 26, Two • 

<lctober 9, Two, in the Garry, by Alex. Yeats'. 

Bugor6oTc, Northamptonshire.-October 11, 
One, by Wllli&m H. Payne. 

Ca,il(,ridge.-September 2, at Zion Chapel, 
Four, by J. P. Campbell. 

Canterbury.-September 27, Five, by J, F, 
Smythe. 

Carmel, Sirhowy.-October 4, One, by G. 
Mathias, 
Jo~:xil'fciJ/!:~s.-October 4, Two, by Robert 

Cemaes, Allg!esea.-September 27, One, by 
L. W.Lewis. 

C!,e/tenham. -September 30, at Cam bray 
Chapel, Five, by W. Julyan. 

Chiswick.-October 11, Five, by W. Baster. 
Clay Cross.-0ctober 8, Twelve, b;; W. 

Williams. 
llarlington. - September 15, at Brookside 

Church, Seven, by H. D. Brown. 
Deal.--Sept-ember 28, Six1 by N. Dobson. 
Det1onport, Morice-square.-SepOOmber 28, 

Two, by E. A. Tydeman. 
llover. - September 21, at the Pcntside 

Chapel,Fom (for the aecoRd church at Folke
stone), by Mr. Bartholomew. 

llowlais.-October I I, at the To.bernacle 
Chapel, Three, by A. Humphreys. 

Finchley, North End.-September 30, Fom·, 
by J. Chadwick. 

Forres, lforayshire.-October 4, Two; Octo
ber 11, Two, by John Downie. 

Gainsboro', LincoJn::-hire. - September 16, 
One, by A. J. Robinson. 

GarwalJ, Herefordshire. - September 151 

Two, by R. Morris. 
Gilu:ern, near Abergavenny.-October 41 

One;. October 11, Seven1 by Thos. Phillips. 
G1•eat Grim.sby.-September 27, at Upper 

Burgess-street Chapel, Three, by Mr. Lau
derdale. 

Harlingten, W:-Ootober 1, Three, by Jas. 
Manning. 

Hartlepool (East).-September 20, Three, 
by F. H. Newton. 

I/ay.-Seplember 17, One; September 30, 
One; October 4, One; October 6, at Rbyds
pense, One, by J. Cole. 

Hereford.-April 26, Three; September 27, 
Five, by E. P, Barrett. 

Highbridge, Somerset.-October 4, Two, by 
T. Ha11ger. 

Holyhead.-October 11, at Bethel, Three, by 
Richard Thomas. 

Keynsham.-October 4, Five, by Wm. Owen. 
Lancas(er.-Sept. 29, One, by J. Baxandall. 
L,i/h.-Sept. 27, Three, by W. H. Wright, 
Marlow.-October 11, at Ebenezer Chapel, 

Two, by A. E. Johnson. 
Mel/ham, Yorkshirc,-October 3, Four, by 

J. Alderson . 

MdropoUtan District:
Battersea.-September 27, at Surrey-lane 

Chapei Two, by E. Vaughan. 
Bow.-September 17, Four, by J. II. Blake. 
D'llston Junction.-Septembcr 20, Three, 

by -Alexander Carnon1 l:LA. 
East London Tabernade,-September 28, 

Seven; October 11 Eleven, by A. G. Brown. 
Kensington

1 
Hornton-street.- September 

17, for the temporary chapel, Portoballo-road, 
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Fi-.e, by J. Scott, of Lewes; September 27, 
Four, by J, Hawe•. 

Metrr,politan Tabern.ade,-Scptember 21, 
Two, ·by Charles H. Spurgeon; September 
24, Twenty, and October 1, Thirteen, by 
James A. Spurgeon. 

Old Ford, Victoria l"o.rk.-September 30, 
at Puk-road Chapel, Seven, by Robert R. 
Finch, 
Milford Haven.-Sop. 27, Three, by J. Jones. 
Millwood, Todmorden.--October 4, One, by 

H. Briggs. 
Newark.--October 1, Two, by Wm. Stokes. 
Newbridge, Monmouthshire.-September 20 

(for the English church), Seven, by Mr. Davies, 
lf•to Quay, Corn wall.-Octobcr 4, Two; 

October~. Two, by J. V. Bath. 
Jlewthorp, near Nottingham.-September 17, 

Nine, by one of the deacons. 
Ogden, near Rochdale.-September 27, One, 

by A. E. Greening. 
Oldham, - September 27, at King-street 

Chapel, Five, by R. Howard Bayly. 
Penyrlwel.-Sept. -, Five, by D. Howell, 
P011tllogel.-September ~7, One, byM, Jones, 

Llanfyllin. 
Porth, Glam.-September 27, Three, by J. 

Williams, 
Ramsgate. -September !O, at Cavendish 

Chapel, Four, byJ. D. Bodway. 
Redditr:h, Worcestershire.-Octobcr 1, Five1 

by Edmund Morley. 
Richmond, Surrey.-Octobcr 11, One, by J, 

Whitaker. -~ 
Risca.-September 20, s.t the English Chapel, 

One, by ThornaR Thomas. 
Ros,.-Sept. 30, a.t Broad-street Chapel, 

Three, by J. Smalley. 
Spra/ton, Northampton. - September 22, 

Three, by J. Hedge•. 
St. Hei<n's, Lancashire.-Septembcr 26, at 

Park-road Chapel, Six, by J. Harrison. 
Stoke-on-T,·ent.-September 30, Three, by 

W. March. · 
Stretham, Cambs.-September 20, Two, by 

Mr. Simpkins. 
Tonln-iclge.-September 16, at the High-street 

Chapel, Three, by J. Turner. 
Waltham Abbey, Esscx.-October 4, at the 

Paradise-row Chapel, One, by R. Williamson. 
Wantage.-Sep. 27, Til.ree, by S.A, Swaine. 
Wales.-October i, at Salem Chape~ Two, 

by J, Johns. 
Whitwick, Leicestershire. - September 7, 

Four, by W. Reynolds. 
Willingkam.-September 17, Four, by W . 

.Jackson. 
Wisoech.-September 3D, at the Ely-place 

Church, Four, by W. E. Winks. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
AT Neath, Glamorganshire, Sept. 10, 

aged sixty-nine, the Rev. Titus Jones 
fell asleep in Jesus. Ho was the son 
-0! the late Rev. D. Jones, of Trefdraeth, 
in Pembrokeshire, and al a very early 
age made a profession of Christ by 

baptism, and united with the church 
under his father's care. Soon after 
identifying himself with the church, 
ho had a desire to preach the Gospel, 
and, showing signs of ability and 
adaptability to the work, he was per
mitted to exercise the gift that was in 
him. In a short time afterwards he 
was admitted to the old Baptist 
Academy at Abergavenny (now Ponty• 
pool College), whcro he was edueated 
for the ministry. In 1842 he became 
pastor of the Welsh Baptist Church, 
Neath. He subsequently removed to 
:Middlemi!e, and Solfa, Pembrokeshire, 
and in a little while returned to Neath, 
built for himself a chapel, gathered 
together a Welsh congregation, formed 
a church, and in a few years took in 
conjunction with it the English Baptist 
friends, who were at the time without 
a chapel. He preached for some years 
in both languages. From Neath he 
removed to Caersalom, near Swansea, 
where the greater portion of his ministry 
was exercised, and where he was until 
his retirement, :about the year 1871. 
The deceased was not what could be 
termed a popular preacher, but always 
sound, earnest, evangelical, and ac
ceptable. As a Christian he was 
exemplary-conscientious and fearlesl'i 
in the discharge of every dnty. As 
a Nonconformist stern and unflinching; 
as a Baptist uncompromising. During 
the forty years of his ministry he 
laboured assiduouslv for the extension 
of th• principles of the denomination 
to which he belonged, and not without 
a la1·ge measure of success. He was 
the means of starting a Baptist cause 
at Briton Ferry and at Abordulais, 
both in the neighbourhood of Neath, 
and tho English Baptist cause at Neath 
is much indebted to him. As a man 
and a minister he was much respected 
by all who knew him. His last illness, 
which was very brief, was characterised 
by intense suffering, which he endured 
with remarkable fhmness and resig
nation. He was, as he said frequently, 
"looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life," a motto 
on which he desired tho Rev. B. Bvans, 
Neath, to improve his death. He was 
interred at Neath Cemetery, on Sept. 
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llffi. wlieu a.' grimt coiroourire gt 
mbiistenr and fi iends paid the last 
wi.bnte- of respect to his memory by ful
fawing his remains to the tomb, where 
tll:ey lie till the trumpet calls him to 
sliine as the stars in theJ1rmament. 

ON Wednesday, August 26, 1874, in 
tb.E£ village of Pill,,noar Bristol, Arthur 
.Tohn· Butler, one of the lambs of 
Christ'!! .flock, fell asleep in His arms, 
aged six. years and ejght months. Little 
"".lohnnie " was the child of many 
and earnest prayers. He was thought
fu.I mad intellig~nt beyond his years, 
and would reason -0ver things with the 
understanding of. an older person. He 
w.a.s also very affectionate, and full of 
sympathy, and of a most cheerful, 
happy disposition. He .dearly love_d 
hi.El Sunday-school, and never failed to 
repeat all his teacher had told him, 
and would learn hymns with the 
greatest ease. He was very fond of 
smging, and could pitch the tunes 
himself. Three hymne he was· specially 
partial to : "Rock. of Ages," " My rest 
is in heaven,'' and "Jesns reigns." 
He was very particular about his 
pra,yer.s night and morning. In the 
night of the day he was first takon ill, 
he woko up and said, " Mamma, I did 
not say my little prayer to-night." 
"No,. my darling, but I did for you." 
Hift reply was "But that won't do, 
:mmnma; I'd like to say it now ; " and 
so 11.e did, ending with 

" 'I'hlt0 me when I &to UeaT6Il• 
Happy there with The.i to d'well." 

During all his terribla suil'erlngs (in., 
fiammation of the brain), which Jnllr
cifully l11Sted but a fortnigl:it, neitlmr 
the parents or Sunday.school teaohers 
who sat with him ever heard a murmm
from his lips, and ho had a '' thank 
you" for everything that ,was· di,ne,. 
until he became speechless, three days 
before death. During hi.a illness ha 
said that" Jesus and the angels were, 
with him all the time." A fe-w hours. 
previous to his decease his father told 
him that himself and his mother and. 
brother would soon join him in glory,, 
and though he could not speak, the 
expression of joy on his face wa,s 
something inexpressible. His mother 
said, "My darling will soon be for 
ever with the Lord," and with a 
powerful effort he opened his lips, 
nearly sealed in death, and whispered 
"Ye-e-th." It may truly be said of 
him, that all who knew him loved 
him, and they were not a fow. He 
was borne to the grave by two of his 
Sunday-school teachers and six more 
young women, and followed by the 
Baptist and Wesleyan Sunday-scliools 
and their teachers, besides his own 
family and friends, who had loved him 
in life so well. Itwasremarkedthatsnch 
a funeral was not often seen. "Blessed 
are the dead that die in the Lord." 
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STRUGGLING AGAINST SIN.* 

A 11.El\H<lN DELIVERED A.T THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY. C, H. 8PlT-RGEON, 

" I cried with my whole heart; hear me, 0 Lord : I will keep Thy statut0!1. 
I cried unto Thee; sa.ve me, a.nd I shall keep Thy testimonies."-PSA.LM crix. 
145 a.nd 146. 

T1t:£ fear of punishment leads many people to think about their sine, a.nd. 
a dread of hell in the future fills the retrospect of their past life with gloom 
and remorse. This is natural. It may happen to any one, as it has 
happened to tens of thousands, that the peril has haunted them till at 
length the penalty has overtaken them. Although they have been con
stantly terrified with a sense of the Divine wrath, they have never peni
tently lobked to the Divine mercy. Thus they have continued to despond, 
and they have gone on to despair, and that utter desperation has curdled 
into a brt.ter,remorse, which has been the forecast of their eternal torment. 
But it a11pears to me that there is a work of grace in the heart where there 
is 11, fea;t-of sin rather than a fear of hell,-where the desire of the soul is 
not so •inuch to escape from the punishment, as to escape from the guilt 
which is the cause of the punishment. What thief, what murderer, when 
he has been arrested, convicted, sentenced, and brought to the gallows, 
dees not wish he had not committed the crime that sealed his doom? Yet 
there is a wide difference between a dread of suffering for the wrong yon 
have done, and a dread of doing wrong. Judge yourselves, if you are 
under religious impressions of any sort, whether you have merely a fear ' 
of punishment, for that is an instinct of nature, or whether you have a 
fear and abhorrence of sin, for that is a work of Divine grace. 

Now, our text exhibits to us the frame of mind of one whose chief 
prayer was that he might keep God's statutes, and his chief anxiety lest 
he should fail to observe them. Oh, that you might be brought to this 

. state of heart, those of you who are not saved! and may those of you who 
are saved have this state of heart p@rpetually in exercise l A tender heart, 
a scrupulous conscience, a tenacity of offending God in thought, in word, 
or in deed, should hold us in check every day and every hour. Let us 
continually cry unto God to save us from violating His precepts, and con
strain us to keep His testimonies. I address myself very indiscriminately 
to all who hear my voice, desiring that the text may prove a test whereby 
every one should examine himself. Do we, or do we not, desire to get rid 
of every evil way? Are we anxious to be sincere and without offence, 
holy in our character, and obedient to God's statutes in our lives? The 
man who really does desire this will be sure to pray for it. "I cried,'' 
says the Psalmist; and then again he says, "I_ cried." Moreover, he 
combines his prayer with strong resolution. '' I cried unto thee; hear me, 
0 Lord; I will keep Thy statutes." Still further he seasons his prayer 
with a deep sense of his own weakness, for he puts it thus, '' I cried unto 
Thee; save me, and I shall keep Thy statutes.' 

* This Sermon ~ing Copyright, the right ef reprinting a.nd translafuig ill reserved. 
No. 193, NEw SERIE~ 



SlO STRUGGLING 'AGADrST SIN; 

I. Well then, every man who desires purity of heart and character, will 
betake himself to prayer. While struggling after purity, he wi,ll soon dis
cover that he is unable to reach it of himself. Have you ne•; .''f thought 
that you had destroyed an evil tendency in your disposition, ,and then 
found in an unguarded moment that you fell into the temptation, from the 

· coils of which you did suppose you had escaped? You have resolved in 
the morning, may be at the hour of prayer, that throughout the day your 
temper should be calm and quiet. Yet very likely before breakfast was 
over, you were more rufil.ed than usual. Where you fancied you had set a 
double guard, there it was that you were taken by surprise. You thought 
yourself weak in one point, but it did not happen to be that on which you 
were beset. Where you said to yourself, "I am safe," there you were 
betrayed. You must have found this,put, if you are striving against sin. 
When it has occurred many times, you will have a habitual mistrust of 
yourself. Does it happen but once, you will be driven by a sense of your 
own incompetence to call in the sacred might of God, that with the arms 
of the Eternal, you may defeat the infernal adversary, prevail over your 
evil passions, and conquer your besetting sin. " I cried unto thee," says 
David; not as though it were a trifling skirmish, but as one who felt that 
he was perilously besieged. " I cried unto Thee with my wfiole heart, for 
I must vanquish this sin, or be vanquished by it. I could not conquer it 
by myself, so I cried to Thee, oh, my God, and I said, Oh, display Thy 
power, and by the irresistible might of Thy Holy Spirit, crush this dragon 
within my nature; beat it down, that it may rise up no more." 

The importunity of this prayer shows his estimate of the value he set 
on the blessing he craved, Read verses 145, 146, and 147, and you will 
perceive how he repeats himself, "I cried;" " I cried unto Thee;" "I 
prevented the dawn of the morning, and cried." Three times does he 
reiterate it. He was not to be put off. He felt he must get the mastery 
of sin. There it stands. Sin will destroy us if we do not destroy it. It 
will be our ruin if we do not fight against it, and get the mastery over it. 
Hence, in sheer desperation, the good man cries again, and again, and 
again: •• 0 God, deliver me, that I may keep Thy testimonies.'' Pray 
often, beloved, for sin will tempt often. Cry mightily, for Satan will tempt 
mightily. Innumerable snares will he place in your path; let your 
countless entreaties outnumber his devices. 

The expression by which he memorialises his prayer shows us the 
intensity of it. " I cried;" "I cried;" "I cried." I do not know a 
better form of prayer than crying. It implies that the whole nature is 
full of anguish, Crying is the consequence of pain. His entire soul was 
stirred up. A cry is the expression of desire. It is a natural unpremedi
tated utterance. There is no affectation about it. A man that knows no 
Latin or Greek cau cry. He that cannot speak with eloquence, may yet 
give eloquent vent to his feelings in tears and entreaties. Oh, there are 
some with whom prayer is a ceremony. They call the servants togeth~r; 

· they march in, and they march out to the routine of family W(!rs~ip • 
. They read out of a book some form of words, or else they compose a httle 
piece themselves, and say it; and that is their idea of prayer! Not so. 
Prayer is crying, laying hold on God, and spreading our wants before Him 
with an earnest entreaty that He would not reject us, but would give us 
what we ask of Him, It is a wrestling with the covenant angel; it is a 
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saored resolve, '' I will not let thee go except thou bless me.'' If you 
wa.nt to -cqn11ner sin, know that it. oa~ot be oyereome by oold pray~r.i, 
muttered,in a, heartless manner; 1t will not yield to empty ceremonies. 
It is unntoved by your litanies and your collects, your postures and your 
vestments. Sin only flies before the blood of Christ and the power of the 
Eternal Spirit. These come to our rescue when, with cries and tears, we 
importune the Lord to help us. '' I cried; " " I cried ; " " I cried." 
Thrice does he repeat the words. His whole head cried to God that he 
might be delivered from sin. 

Wherever there is a real and true prayer about this matter, it must be a 
pr!l,yer of faith. God can, in answer to prayer, help me to conquer ~n. 
Beloved, you pray in vain unless you steadfastly believe that there is no 
sin which you cannot overcome. I meet with men who say, "I can never 
give up drink." My dear friend, God can make you. I meet with a man 
who has a violent temper ; and he thinks he never cau curb or subdue it. 
Surely you do not think of taking it to heaven with you. They have no 
passionate people in that happy clime. You will have to get that anger 
put away, and God can accomplish it. Do you say-" It would be like 
turning a lion into a lamb.'' That is just what His grace is able to do. 
He can bring you from darkness to light. He can work such a transforma
tion in you that you would not know yourself if you could see yourself after 
you have passed under the Divine hand. Resolve in your soµl that sin 
must be conquered, believe that it is possible, and cry to God with a full 
conviction that he is able to save you from it. Yet methinks there are 
some who would not like to have their prayers answered. They ask for a 
humble heart. Well, I question whether they would like it, if it was sent 
them,-whether they would not want to send it back. They pray that they 
may have a pure conscience ; but how, then, could they carry on that 
business of theirs? They ask that they may be upright in God's statutes, 
and they know very well that they prefer following their own crooked 
devices. There are thousands of prayers that are insults to heaven; but 
where the Spirit of God is really at work, the man who wants to be pure 
prays sincerely, and cries mightily to God for purity ; nor will he be con
tent to tolerate anything, either in his disposition or in his daily life, 
which would be inconsistent with the perfect holiness of God. Oh, that 
God might implant in all of us this desire, and then set us a-praying that 
we might secure the blessing we crave ! 

II. Now, secondly, the man who desires to walk in God's way, not 
merely prays, but he resolves. "I cried with my whole heart; hear me, 
0 Lord. I will keep Thy statutes." He puts his whole heart into it. His 
prayer is no deceit. Then he throws that same heart into a strong 
resolution that he will find out what God's statutes are; and when he has 
found them out, he will keep them, cost whatever it may. Need I say that 
nobody becomes holy against his will? No man keeps God's statutes 
without he exercises a resolve to do SQ. The very essence of obedience to God 
lies in the heart, so the heart must be set upon obedience. It must be a 
sincere willing, cheerful obedience, or else it is not a genuine submission to 
the Al~ighty. Do I address any one who is living in sin, and yet saying, 
'' I wish I could get rid of it?" I have often heard such a wish expres9ed 
by persons who must themselves have known that they were uttering an 
untruth. A man says, "I wish I could be set free from sin to-night," and 
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tc>-morrow he will mix with gay associates and loose companions., and go 
tcl places of amusement, where.he is as sure he will be led into sin as he 
would be sure that his coat would burn if he put it into the fire. He goes 
into the middle of the mischief; he takes the tinder of his heart where he 
knows there are sparks, and he says, " There will come no harm of it.» 
He puts a candle near the gunpowder, and he hopes he will not be blown 
away. That is what he says; but it cannot be so. If you do not want to 
be besmeared, do not go amongst the pitch and the tar. If you do not 
want to be defiled, avoid all ungodly fellowships. The man who means to 
conquer sin, and resolves to conquer it, will keep himself out of mischief's 
way, that he may be clean before the living God. Such a man will give 
up everything that tempts him. If there is anything in which he knows 
he has a weak point, he will just mortify himself rather than offend his 
conscience. He cuts off his right arm, and plucks out his right eye. 
according to the Gqspel, which means, I suppose, whatever he is fond of, 
if it becomes a temptation to sin, he will forthwith have done with once for 
all. It does not matter what it is,-whether it be drunkenness or glut
tony, or lust-whatever is his besetting sin-he just says, "No; this may 
be allowable to some men to go just so far, but I cannot go as far, without 
going further; therefore, I will have nothing to do with it." He is ready 
to deny himself anything and everything. He completely reforms his 
habits, lest he should be led into sin. " I will keep thy testimonies." Oh, 
what a blessed thing it is when a man really resolves to do this ! when he 
says, "I will keep out of the way of temptation, and I 'will deny myself that 
which tempts me, lest by any means I grieve the Holy Spirit of God." And 
he will be sure, if his resolution be of the true metal, to follow that which 
helps it. He knows that to hear the Gospel helps it, therefore he will not 
waste the morning hours of the Lord's-day in slothful sleep ; but he will 
welcome the assembly of the saints and rejoice in the preaching of the 
Word. He knows that reading good books will often be helpful to him;. 
therefore he prefers them to light literature. He knows that association 
with Christian people will help him, so he likes to get among them. Ha
knows that to lift up his heart in prayer to God, not occasionally, but. 
regularly at set intervals, has often proved a help to him, and he accord
ingly endeavours to maintain such engagements as strictly as he finds it 
possible. If there be anything of good repute to help hi.m to get rid of 
sin, he seeks after it; and when he prays to God to keep him pure, he 
takes care to choose all such means as God may put in his way, to resist 
evil and to follow after holiness. Such a man will achieve his purpose. 
You may laugh at him for being too precise. His heart will not be
wounded by your ridicule. He will lose the Sunday trade if thereby he 
lose half his living, rather than .break God's command. It mav be that 
his association with some worldly persons contributed much to his pros
perity, though it involved him in serious temptations: he falters not, for he 
would sooner run the risk of losing all the world than stake his reputation 
or jeopardise his soul, for he is bent upon getting rid of sin. Sin is the 
plague he hates .. He would sooner be poor as Lazarus. and even covered 
with sores, and hcked by dogs, than have the sins of the rich man upon 
him. He wants to be clean delivered from every foul thing and every false, 
way. One thing has he asked of the Lord, and that one thing has he set 
his heart upon-that he may possess himself in rii,:hteousness, that he may 
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be with.out offence, that he may maintain his integrity. To obtain thig, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, being cleansed by the blood of 
Jesus, he will cheerfully suffer any imaginable pdvation. 

Do observe how David sought after a thorough allegiance and a perfect 
conformity to the will of God. He says, " I cried with my whole heart; 
I will keep Thy statutes;" not some of the statutes that were agreeable to 
him, but all of the statutes that had the Divine sanction. I do not intend 
to be uncharitable when I suspect that some Christians do not-wish to 
know too much, or to inquire too minutely into the Lord's demands upon 
their resources. I have noticed a great many people lately who have looked 
upon perfection as a prize within their reach, and even as an attainment 
to which they have already come, This is getting rather common. They 
profess to be perfectly sanctified. B11t what can I think of some of them 
who, to the best of my belief, are possessed of fortunes to the extent of two 
or three hundred thousand pounds ? Yv ere they perfectly sanctified, could 
they look on the outlying world, living in vice and ignorance, out of which 
a chosen people are being saved by the Gospel, without supporting those 
agents and agencies that have the Divine blessing manifestly resting upon 
them to the utmost of their ability? They would come nearer to the kind 
of consecration which was manifested in that poor widow who gave '' all 
her living" to the Lord's treasury. I do not believe in a perfect sanctifica
tion which allows a man to lay up so much treasul"e on earth, while so 
many works for the Lord Jesus need his help. Systematic hoarding of 
wealth, to my mind, does not indicate a per.feat character. I am not 
judging ordinary Christian men, but only those who talk of full consecra
tion, and I will never believe in it till I· see their gold, and their silver, 
dedicated to a larger degree, ay, to a perfect degree. Do not let them 
boast, but give. As to those who are satisfied that they are perfect in 
spirit, soul, and body, we wait for their last testament, to see what their 
wills look like when they die. A man who is perfect before the Lord lays 
out his substance for God's cause, depend on that. He does not merely 
attend conferences; and talk of good things, of spirituality of mind, and 
sanctification by faitll., and all those glittering subjects; but he lives for 
Jesus in some practical work, and gives himself up, and his substance too, 
for the honour of the Redeemer's name and the diffusiou of the glorious 
Gospel. I have no leading one of these brethren in my mind's eye, but 
certain of their disciples; and I do not even c·ondemn those, but I do ask 
them to reconcile their litrge wealth with their still larger professions of 
perfect consecration. 

The true seeker for holiness is one who, while he resolves on obedience 
to God, will dare to be singular, if no man will accompany him in it. "I 
eried with my whole heart: I will keep Thy i;;tatutes." He meant to do it, 
though he should be without a companion. He was prepared to stand 
alone. I alw11ys admire that speech of Athanasius, when he, seeing others 
had turned aside to Arianism, said, "I, Athanasius, against the world." 
He is a true man who can be a true man by himself. Give me no semi
detached cottage, but a house that stands compact ou its own foundation, 
and give me such a man as can let the wind blow all round him, and yet 
stand upri~ht. He will hold his own whether men will bear or forbear. 
Let his fellow-creatures applause or hiss him, he will rema.i.n true to his 
own convictions. If they bear him on their shoulders in triumph, it is 
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tll.e truth he has espoused they honour, or if they trample him under their
feet in cilntempt, it is for righteousness' sake he suffers. But, like Luther, 
he will defy devil, death, and hell, to withstand his purpose to keep God's 
statutes. Now, the Word of God animates a man's soul, and the work of 
God is the enterprise of his life when this is the strong desire of his spirit. 
He prays to God, and invokes his aid ; yet at the same time he records his. 
vow with a mind that is not giveri to vacillate. He has put his foot down. 
where he meant to stand. He has knit his brow and closed his teeth, and 
set all his features to the aspect of defiance, for he means to hold out till 
he does achieve the victory. He is not going to compromise himself, or to
tolerate any wrong thing. He will foil temptation, master evil propensi- . 
ties, and slay the sin that offends, and aggrieves, and harasses him. In the 
armour ef God he arrays himself, and through the grace of God he will 
prevail. 

III. The man who is thus seeking purity, while he prays and resolves, 
if he be really wise and taught of the Spirit, will have a deep sense of his. 
own weakness and depravity ; therefore he supplicates the Lord in the 
111,nguage of the one hundred and forty-sixth verse: "I cried unto Thee; 
hear me; I shall keep Thy testimonies." His tender misgivings are an. 
incentive to his restless importunities. ~-\.s though he should say, " Oh, 
Lord, I am praying and resolving; but my prayers want Thine answers, 
and my resolutions need Thy might to fulfil them. My prayers-what ar& 
they? My resolves-what can they do? I am a frail leaf, and I bend 
before the wind of temptation. My righteousness is like the sere leaf of 
autumn: it iB soon carried away; yea, it is like a filthy rag that ought. 
to be set aside and hidden from view. My God, I want sifting, I want 
sifting. Oh, save me, and then I shall keep Thy testimonies.'' There 
is no holiness iu any man by nature, and never will be. Some ingenious. 
author has said that man is not dead like a stone, but dead like an egg. 
There was some disposition to life in him that wanted brooding over to 
develope. Well, I should not like to be the hen that had to sit on that egg 
till it was hatched ! That a long eternity of disappointed hopes would. 
spread out before me, I am quite certain. It is a stone egg, this humanity 
of ours. There is no real spiritual life whatever in it. Who shall bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean? No one. And they may sit on that. 
unclean egg as long as they like, but a vile unclean chick will be the only 
result of it. Before ever we can keep God's testimonies we must be saved. 
We,must be saved first from the guilt of the past. By substitution, by 
redemption, by the application of the precious blood of Jesus, by that 
expiatory sacrifice in which our blessed Lord bore for us the vengeance of 
God that was due to our sin, must our salvation be procured. Sinner, yo11 
will never go out of the Egypt of your bondage to sin till the blood of the 
Paschal Lamb has been sprinkled on the lintel and the two side-post~
You may strive against sin as you will, but you wi}l never overcome it 
except through the blood of the Lamb. Inquire of those in heaven whe> 
have conquered sin, and do now wear the snow-white garments. 

"I asked them whence their.victory came? 
They, with united breath, 

Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb, 
Their triumph to His death." 
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· Never till you see a bleeding Saviour will you be able to put your sins to 
death. They may be crucified o~ the Cross. They will die nowhere else
than there. "Save me, and I shall keep Thy testimonies." 

We need to be saved, however, not only from the guilt of sin, but saved 
from our sinful sf:llves. We whose nature is evil cannot do much with 
so bad a nature to baffle all our efforts to cleanse our way. This nature 
roust be removed and a new nature implanted, or else, whilst the old nature 
is extant the old evil will assert itself. There are different ways of tree.ting 
diseases. A man has a bad malady upon him, and it breaks out in his, 
,flesh. He goes to a quack, who gives him an ointment, which he applies 
-outwardly to heal the sore till the morbid appearances vanish, and he 
-congratulates himself on the cure, and commends the charlatan for his 
skill. "What a capital doctor he is, and how well my money was 
expended," he says; "he has taken away all that emption." By-and-by 
the man is lying so grievously sick and ill that he does not know what 
to do. "Oh," thinks he to himself, "have I made a mistake?" :And when 
the true physician comes he says, " What have been your symptoms ? " 
He tells the tale of an eruption on his skin, and the remedies he resorted 
to. "Ah," says the physician, "the disease is driven inwards; you have 
taken the wrong course; your present symptoms are fatal ; you will die. 
It was well that it should come out on your flesh, seeing it lurked in your 
,constitution. When you have a disease, you had need lay the axe at the 
Toot, and not at the branches. It is not the disfigurement of the skin that 
is ao alarming as the blood-poisoning that caused it." Forthwith he 
ibegins to deal with the real evil. 

So, my dear friends, you are only tinkering with the symptoms, the 
mere eruption on the skin, while you aim at outward reformation. You 
roust be born again: that is the only cure for the leprosy of sin. I am 
glad to hear of people insisting on the importance of reforming every kind 
of vicious custom and evil habit ; but they do not go to the root of the 
Upas-tree unless they resort to the Gospel, which lays the axe right at the 
Toot of all manner of sin and blasphemy with its imperative demand that 
ye repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out. This is 
the vital and vitalising process that will tum out to be a radical blessing. 
Lord, save me, save me; change my heart; renew my spirit; make the 
fountain clear; set the mainspring right ! Oh, Holy Ghost, regenerate 
me, and, if Thou do this, then, not till then, shall I keep Thy testimonies. 

The like is true in respect to every Christian, beloved. We require God 
to keep on sifting us. Unless His spiritual work shall be carried on every 
day in us, we shall be unable to keep His testimonies. We are to be 
Tesolved against sin : I have told you that. We are to pray against it: 
I have enlarged upon that. Still we must fall back upon the naked fact 
that a real conquest of sin is the work of God Himself. '' I cried unto 
Thee ; hear me: I shall keep Thy testimonies." 

Brethren, beloved in Christ, live near to God; live at the foot of the 
-Cross. Go every day to Jesus. Never get away from the spot on which 
you stood when you first believed. There and then you looked, as sinners, 
to find everything in Him and nothing in-yourselves, Do not expect 
to overcome sin by any other means but by faith in the atoning blood. 
Do not seek anything like perfection apart from Jesus Christ, who "is 
ma.de unto us wisdom, and riihteousness, and sanctification, and redemp• 
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tion." Oh, I would charge upon the members of this church to labour 
after holy walking. It cuts me to the quick when I hear it said of any one 
of the members of this church, " Well, they may be professors of religion, 
but they are not honest in their dealings, or they are not choice in their 
language, or they do not govern their tempers. They may be saints at the 
prayer-meeting, but they are devils at home. They may look very amiable 
at the communion-table, but they are very cross at their own tables." Do 
not let it be so; give no cause for such an evil report, I pray you. I do 
invite all that attend my ministry, who are truly converted, to cast in-their 
lot with us and join the church, for so you ought to do; but, oh, do not 
bring dishonour-I will not say upon us; that is of small consequence
but do not bring dishonour upon the Gospel that we preach, and the Christ 
whom we loTe. The world will not say," There, that is a false professor." 
They ought to say it, and if they were honest that is how they would put 
it; but, in general, they will say, " That is your religion l " and the Cross 
of Christ will be evil spoken of; and many a poor believer, who has 
trouble enough as it is, finds it more difficult to give an answer to the 
scoffer through having the inconsistencies of others thrown in his teeth. 
Better die than dmy the Saviour! Better that we lie sick at home, 
covered with boils, and blains, than that we go about the world griev
ing the Holy Spirit, and putting an evil word into the mouth of the 
ungodly: Follow after holiness, I charge you. You are not saved by 
works. We give no uncertain sound about that doctrine. \Ve have told 
you, and we constantly do tell you, that you are only to be saved by the 
blood of Jesus; but, remember, Jesus came to save us from our sins. If 
we hug our sins, we can.not have Christ for our Saviour. Christ and you 
mnst part, unless you and your sins part. Jesus Christ will take any 
ainner to heaven, but He will not take any sin to heaven. He will 
,~are the sinner, but He will not spare his sin. If you want to spare 
your own sins, depend upon it you will lose your souls. Watch, 
I pray you, against what are called ''little" sins. Remember, when 
thieves want to get into the house, if they cannot find a ready entrance 
they will often put a child through a little window, and then he opens the 
front or the back door. So a little sin will often open the door to a big 
sin. Watch, I pray you-watch against secret sins. We have heard of 
some who barred the door at night, and fastened the windows, but the;re 
was a thief under the bed. Mind that it is not so with you-some hidden 
evil-some secret lust. Watch,..pray, resolve, but still come back to this, 
"Lord help me; Lord save me; Lord keep me." The old ploughman 
whom I sometimes usad to talk with before he went to heaven, said to me, 
"Depend upon it, if you and I get one inch above the ground, we shall get 
that inch too high." There is much truth in his plain remark. If we get 
any high notions of what we are, we shall soon sink below what we should 
,be. Lie low; aspire high; be nothing; take Christ to be your all in all; 
renounce self-confidence, and have faith in God. In this way you shall 
conquer sin. Your prayer J>hall be accepted, your resolution shall be 
carried out, the purpose of your heart shall be verified. " I will keep Thy 
statutes." Amen, and amen. 
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ON PREACHERS AND 
PREACHING. 

BY JADEZ BURNS, D.D., LL.D. 

No. 12.-TH0MAS FULLER, D.D. 

Tms learned and faithful minister 
of Christ was born in 1608, at Ald
wincle, in Northamptonshire, his 
father being incumbent of that place. 
He was placed, at an early age, in 
Queen's College, Cambridge, which 
at that time was governed by the 
learned Dr., Davenant, afterwards 
Bishop of Salis bury. Fuller was suc-
4lessi vely prebendary of Netherbury, 
in the cathredral of Salisbury; he 
held the church at St. Benedict, 
Cambridge ; the vicarage of Broad 
Windsor, Dorset. During the Civil 
Wars he retired to Oxford.- In 164:6 
he preached at St. Clement's, Lom
bard-street, and St. Bride's, London. 
In all the changes of life to which 
he was subjected, he was most in
defatigable in his historical re
searches, and was distinguished for 
great benevolence, devotion, and 
Christian cheerfulness. His keen 
wit might occasionally be evinced 
more than clerical sobriety might 
have dictated, but it rendered all 
his works most enjoyable reading, 
and he never failed to keep promi
nently before him the high calling 
he sustaiued, and laboured to pro
mote genuine scriptural piety. 

His British Worthies, and other 
works, will have a permanent place 
in all ecclesiastical libraries. Not
withstanding his episcopal predilec
tions, he possessed a large portion 
of the genuine spirit of the Puritan, 
and his style is not unlike that of 
the Puritan, Adams, who was so 
highly esteemed. He died August 
U, 1661, and a large body of clergy 

attended his funeral. We may greatly 
profit by some of his admirable 
remarks "on the faithful minister." 

"He endeavours to get the general 
love and goodwill of his parish. 
This he doth, not so much to make 
a benefit of them as a benefit for 
them, that his ministry may be 
more effectual, otherwise he may 
preach his own heart out before he 
prea.cheth anything into theirs. The 
good conceit of the physician is half 
a ciire, and his practice will scarce 
be happy where his person is hated; 
yet he humours them not in his 
doctrine to get their love, for such a 
spaniel is worse than a dumb dog. 
He shall sooner get their goodwill 
by walking uprightly than by crouch
ing and creeping. If pious living 
and painful labouring in his calling 
will not win their affections, he 
counts it gain to lose them. As for 
those which causelessly hate hi';ll, 
he pities and prays for them, ~ 
such there will be. I should sus
pect his preaching had no salt in it 
if no galled horse did wince. He is 
strict in ordering his conversation. 
As for those who cleanse blurs with 
blotted fingers, they make it the 
worse. It was said of one who 
preached very well and lived very 
ill, ' That when he was out of the 
pulpit it was pity he should ever go 
into it; and when he was in the 
pulpit, it was pity he should ever 
come out;' but our minister lives 
sermons, and yet I deny not but 
dissolute men, like unskilful horse
men, which open a gate on the 
wrong side, may, by the virtue of 
their office, open heaven for others, 
and shut themselves out. His be
haviour towards his people is grave 
and courteous, not too austere and 
retired, which is laid to the charge 
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of good Mr. Hooper, the martyr, 
that his rigidness frighted people 
from consulting with him. 'Let 
your light,' saith Christ, ' shine be
fore men;' whereas over-reserved
ness makes the brightest virtue burn 
dim. Especially he detesteth af
fected gravity-which is rather on 
men than in men,-whereby some 
belie their register-book, antedate 
their age to seem far older than 
they are, and plait and set their 
brows in an affected sadness; whereas 
St. Anthony the monk might have 
been known among hundreds of his 
order by his cheerful face, he having 
ever (though a most mortified man) 
a merry countenance. 

" He will not offer to God of that 
which costs him nothing, but takes 
painsaforehandforhis sermons. De
mosthenes never made any oration 
on the sudden ; yea, being called 
upon, he never rose up to speak ex
cept he had well studied the matter; 
and he was wont to say, ' That he 
showed how he honoured and re
verenced the people of Athens, be
~use he was careful what he spalce 
unto them.' Indeed, if our minister 
be surprised with a sudden occasion, 
he counts himself rather to be ex
cused than commended ; if pre
meditating only the bones of his 
sermon, he clothes it with flesh ex
temporary. As for those whose 
long custom hath made preaching 
their nature, that they can discourse 
sermons without study, he accounts 
their examples rather to be admired 
than imitated. Having brought his 
sermon into his head, he labours to 
bring it into his heart before he 
preaches it to his people. Surely 
that preaching which comes from 
the soul most works on the soul. 
. .., .. Some have questioned ventrilo
quism (when men strangely speak 
out of their bellies), whether it can 
be done lawfully or no ; might I 
coin the word cordiloquv, when men 

draw the doctrines out of their 
hearts ? Surely all would count 
this lawful and commendable, 

" He chiefly reproves the reign
ing sins of the time and place he 
lives in. We may observe that our 
Saviour never inveighed against 
idolatry, usury, or Sabbath-breaking 
amongst the Jews; not that these 
were not sins, but they were not 
practised so much in that age 
wherein wickedness was spun with 
a finer thread, and therefore Christ 
principally bent the drift of His 
preaching against spiritual pride, 
hypocrisy, and traditions, then pre
dominant amongst the people. 

"Also, our minister confuteth no 
old heresies which time bath con
futed, nor troubles his auditory with 
such strange, hideous cases of con
science, that it is more hard to find 
the case than the resolution. In 
public reproving of sin he ever 
whips the vice, and spares the 
person. His similes and illustrations 
are always familiar, never con
temptible. Indeed, reasons are the 
pillars of the fabric of a sermon, but 
similitudes are the windows which 
give the best light. He avoids such 
stories whose mention may suggest 
bad thoughts to the auditors, and _ 
will not use a light comparison to 
make thereof a grave application, 
for fear lest his poison go farther 
than his antidote. · 

"He provideth not only whole
some, but plentiful food for his 
people. Almost incredible was the 
painfulness of Baronius, the com
piler of the voluminous Annals of tlte 
Church, who for thirty years to
gether, preached three or four times 
a week to the people. As for our 
minister, he preferreth rather to 
entertain his people with wholesome 
cold meat, which was on the tabla 
before, than with that which is hot. 
from the spit, raw and half roasted; 
yet in repetition of the same sermon, 
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e-very edition hath a new addition, if 
not of new matter, of new affections, 
' Of whom,' saith St. Paul, 'we have 
told you often, and now tell you 
weeping.' 

"He makes not that wearisome 
which should ever be welcome; 
wherefore his sermons are of an 
ordinary length, except on an ex
traordinary occasion. What a gift 
had John Haselbach, professor at 
Vienna, in tediousness, who, being 
to expound the prophet Isaiah to 
his auditors, read twenty-one years 
on the first chapter, and yet finished 
it not I He counts the success of 
his ministry the greatest preferment; 
yet herein God bath humbled JJlany 
painful pastors in making them to 
be clouds to rain, not over Arabia 
the happy, but over the stony or 
desert. Yet such pastors may com
fort themselves that great is their 
reward with God in heaven, who 
measures it not by their success, 
but endeavours ; besides, though 
they see not, their people may feel 
benefit by their ministry: yea, the 
preaching of the Word in some 
places~ is like the planting of woods, 
where, though no profit is received 
for twenty years together, it comes 
afterwards, And grant that God 
honours thee not to build His temple 
in thy parish, yet thou mayest, 
with David, provide metals and 
materials for Solomon, thy successor, 
to build it with. 

"Lying on his death-bed, he be
queaths to each of his parishioners 
his precepts and example for a 
legacy ; and they, in requitaL erect 
every one a monument for him in 
their hearts. He is so far from that 
base jealousy that his memory should 
be outshined by a brighter successor, 
and from that wicked desire that his 
people may find his worth by the 
worthlessness of him that succeeds, 
that he doth heartily pray to God 
to provide them a better pastor after 

his decease. As for outward estate, 
he commonly lives in too bare a pas
ture to die fat : it is well if he hath 
gathered any flesh, being more in 
blessing than bulk." 

After a series of wise remarks on 
a., minister's maintenance, he con
cludes thus :-

" However, let every minister 
take up this resolution,-' To preach 
the Word; to be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-suffering and 
doctrine.' If thou hast competent 
means comfortably to subsist on, 
be the more thankful to God th~ 
fountain, to man the channel; pain
ful in thy place; pitiful to the poor; 
cheerful in spending some, carefol 
in keeping the rest. If not, yet tire 
not for want of a spur : do some
thing for love, and not all for money, 
for love of God, of goodness, of the 
godly, of a good conscience. Know 
'tis better to want means than to 
detain them; the one only suffers, 
the other deeply sins; and it is as 
dangerous a persecution to religion 
to draw the fuel from it, as to cast • 
water on it. Comfort thyself that 
another world will pay this world's 
debts, 'And great is thy reward 
'with God in heaven ; ' a reward in 
respect of His promise ; a gift, in 
respect of thy worthlessness. And 
yet the less thou lookest at it, the 
surer thou shalt find it, if labouring 
with thyself to serve God for Rllll-
self, in respect of whom even heaven 
itself is but a sinister end." 

His own striking mode of illus
trating and pressing. home Divine 
truths, will be seen in the following 
brief extracts :-

After glancing at the Antinomian 
errors of many in those days, who 
were utterly opposed to all marks 
of sincerity, counting it needless for 
preachers to propound, or people to 
apply them, he proposes the follow~ 
ing test:-•• Art thou careful t~ order 



thy ve:ry thoughts. 'because the Infi
niie Searoher of the hearts doth be
hold them? Dost thou free.J.y and. 
fnlly confess thy sins to God, sp;reatl
ing them open in His presence, 
without any desire or endeavour to 
deny, dissemble, defend, excuse, or 
extenuate them? Dost thou delight 
m an universal obedience to all 
God's laws, not thinking with the 
superstitious Jews, by over-keeping 
the fourth commandment, to make 

· reparation to God for breaking all 
the rest ? Dost thou love their 
persons and preaching best who 
most clearly discover thine own 
faults and corruptions unto thee ? 
Dost thou strive against thy vindic
tive nature, not only to forgive those 
who have offended thee, but also to 
wait an occasion with humility, to 
fasten a fitting favour upon them? 
Dost thou love grace and goodness, 
even in those who differ from thee 
in point of opinion in civil contro
versies? Canst thou be sorrowful 
for the sins of others, no whit re
lating unto thee, merely because the 
filory of a good God suffers by their 
profaneness ? '' 

"GOD A MERCIFUL GOD, 

''There happens sometimes in 
England such assizes as are called 
maiden assizes, that is, when the 
o:f\ences brought to the bar do not 
reach to ·the taking away of life, so 
that there is not any execution ; 
whereupon the high sheriff of the 
county presents the judges, at their 
departure, with white gloves, to 
wear in commemoration of the 
mercies then showed to offenders 
which, perhaps, by the strict rule of 
justice, might have been cut off. 
Such an as~ize as this God now 
keeps. We sin daily, we offend 
hourly, and are, therefore, guilty of 

daa&h eternal; bat God WOO!l and 
entreats us to oome in, :{ll'omiseth 
life eternal ; nay, binds it with an 
oath. 'As I live, saith He, I wilt 
not the death of a sinner.' Let us 
then return unto him whi:te hands, 
candid thoughts, clean hearts, and 
then rest assured that He will look 
upon us, neither black with revenge, 
nor red with anger, but with 11, 

smooth brow and smiling counte
nance receive us into mercy." 

From a sermon by Thos. Fuller, 
at St. Clement's, Eastcheap, A.n. 
1652-" Graces of the spirit td be 
held fast in the midst of temporal 
losses":-

" As it is with a man in a wreck 
at sea, when all is cast overboard
the victuals that feed him, the 
clothes that should keep him warm, 
-yet he swims to the shore with his 
life in his hand; or as it is with a 
valiant standard-bearer, that carries 
the banner in the time of battle, if 
he sees all lost, he wraps the ban
ner about his body, and chooseth 
rather to .die in that as his winding
sheet, than let any man take it from 
him, or spoil him of it: thus Job, 
in all his troubles, is said to hold 
fast his integrity : as Jacob said to 
the angel (whether they be those 
summer graces of prosperity, asjoy 
and thanksgiving; or the winter 
graces of adversity, as patience and 
perseverance ; or the grace of 
humility, that is always in season): 
We will not let ye go; for, indeed, 
there is no blessing without them. 
There's not a man upon the face of 
the earth but if he be of an heavenly 
temper and spiritual resolution, will, 
in the greatest storm, in the hottest 
assault, wrap himself round about 
with his integrity, and will not let 
it go till he go along uitk it." 



:IIMU -ftl'DI O!lt :ur.tliQIGW SUBhliOIII, 

"SF.EST THOU THIS 
WOMAN?" 

Luke Yi.i. 44. 

BY R.EV. GEO. COBB. 

THERE is not the slightest ground 
for the mistake so common in Puri
tan writers, and existing in some 
minds even now, that this woman 
was Mary Magdalene. 

What her name was must be left 
to conjecture, since the Holy Spirit 
has sealed it up in secrecy ; but her 
character stands out in the fore
grormd of this group, painted by a 
master hand, while the question put 
to Simon points like a finger in the 
margin, arresting our attention, and 
fixing our gaze. Who she is we 
know not; but she was a sinner. 
This was known. Many, probably, 
had been led astray by her evil 
influence. Beautiful in appearance, 
gaudy in dress, bold in sin, noisy in 
the street, probably she was known 
to all. Shunned by the virtuous, 
despised by the Pharisee, forgotten 
by her friends, save those dear ones 
who had heard nothing of her since 
shjj fl.ed from the restraints of her 
quiet village home to take her fill 
of sin, and who now mourned her 
as dead, she appears lost alike to 
virtue and to hope. But He came to 
save of sinners the chief, to seek 
those who would not seek Him, and 
living examples must adorn the 
inspired record of His life, to con
vince the gainsayer, to comfort the 
desponding, and, like pictures among 
the letter-press, to attract the eye 
and instruct the mind of the careless. 
Hence, by some means His words 
reach her ears, and are carried to 
her heart. They are like life from 
the dead; potent as those which 
summoned Lazarus from his tomb. 
Now what a change: with the guilt 
of her first life before her eyes, the 
arrows of God sticking fast in her 

eonscienoe, and Satan aggravating 
her distress, she follows Him to 
Simon's house, and, after a severe 
struggle of mind, ventures, unbidden, 
to crouch down near the door, and 
behind the guests, her sorrow and 
herself, as she hopes, alike concealed 
from all save Jesus, but where, if 
she cannot see His face, she can at 
least kiss His feet. There she stands, 
where thousandB, in spirit,have stood 
since, at the feet of Jesus, in un
utterable anguish, but on the very 
threshold of unspeakable joy. There 
she stands, but not unnoticed, for 
angels are gazing down upon her, 
and, in their sympathy, rejoicing 
over her sorrow. There she stands, 
a bold intruder in the eyes of Simon, 
whose heart is heaving with mingled. 
feelings of indignation and disgust. 
There she stands, the secrets of her· 
heart and the depths of her grief as 
clearly seen by Jesus as the atoms 
floating in a sunbeam are by us. 
Yes ; and more than seen is she
pitied, forgiven, ·rescued, and even 
loved : for no pure angel had a place 
so near in His heart as this daughter 
of shame. Now a vile harlot no more, 
but a loving disciple ready to die for 
the Lord. 

Suddenly all eyes are turned upon 
her, for the ]\faster says, "Seest 
tf10u this woman?" and she who was 
despised by all becomes the ~nvy of 
all; for He says, " Thy sms are 
forgiven; ,go in peace." 0 blest 
woman ! What is the wealth of the 
millionaire compared with thy peace? 
what is the ease, luxury, and gran
deur of the wealthy compared with 
thy joy ? what are the honours and 
titles for which, in the scramble, 
the ambitious risk even dear life, 
compared with the position to which 
His pierced hand has lifted thee? 
Nor art thou forgotten to-day, stand
ing here as a monument of grace, on 
the pedestal of the Gospel ; many are 
the eyes still gazing on thee. The 
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orator points the spell-hound crowd 
to thee, a.s he speAks of what the 
King of Grace can do. Yon son of 
toil on the village green, plain in 
dress, and rude in speech, points to 
thee, while he encourages the rustic 
maiden to bind her fears and sins 
in a bundle and cast them at a 
Saviour's feet. Many are looking 

, enviously at thee whose hearts are 
burdened with a load which makes 
life weary and death appalling. 
Many, too, are looking at thee with 
hope in their souls : the grey streaks 
of dawn have begun to chase away 
the darkness as they reason thus:
" Is He not the same to-day, that 
gracious One who bade her go in 
peace? .and will He pass me by un
pitied, and leave me to be tossed for 
ever like a wreck on the waves of 
wrath?" Some voice within, gentle 
as an angel's whisper, says, "Hope 
thou in God. ' Seest thou this 
woman?'" and at the sight of thee 
they boldly resolve to lie in His 
path, and wa,jt, in patient hope, His 
Sovereign , will. 

" Seest thou this woman?" Look 
at her, and learn that it is the 
weeping sinner rather than the 
blameless Pharisee that gets a smile 
from Christ, How little is this 
understood: the world is full of 
men who are aiming to be blam~
less, that they may have a title to 
heaven, and who are ever ready to 
cast their vain boastings in the 
teeth of better but humbler men. As 
in that day, so in this, the Pharisee 
does not understand the penitent. 
Look at her falling tears; snivelling 
~ypocrisy, says he: look at her holy 
hfe; pretentious sanctity, says he : 
look at her daily joys; religious 

fanaticism, says he : look at her 
generous gifts; foolish waste, says 
he: yet she wins His smile, un
worthy as she is, while the Pharisee, 
blameless though he may be in the 
eyes of men, and religious too, has 
his stolid indifference and neglect 
of Jesus severely and justly re
buked. It is only the sinner that 
finds the Saviour ; but, blessed 
truth I the Saviour is seeking the 
sinner; and when they meet, as 
meet they will, it will be a mingling 
of tears and smiles. Dost thou re
gard thyself on a level with God's re
newed child because of thy blameless 
life ; it is but as yon mountain head 
stands level with its fellow, while a 
yawning gulf separates between. 
Thou art as far from salvation as 
thy self-righteousness exalts thee. 
You must descend to the very 
bottom of your vain confidence, 
and lie there in sackcloth, and 
grace shall lift thee up, and set thy 
feet upon the rock. Hast thou begun 
to feel uneasy of late, and does thy 
conscience smart beneath the lash, 
be encouraged ; it is the beginning 
of better days. Seek not relief by 
trying to climb where yon boasting 
Pharisee stands, looking down on 
all beneath with scorn; but take 
this place of lowly grief with the 
" woman who was a sinner," and 
thou shalt surely, ere long, drink 
from the same cup, and sun thyself 
in the same smile, for "unto thee is 
the word of this salvation sent." But 
if you will stand aloof from Christ, 
making your own goodness and vir
tue your plea, forget not that this 
is insulting to a God of Graee, and 
will bring its own reward in the 
day of account. Stradbroke. 
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~cbicbrs. 
Gwrge Mostyn; The Story of a Young 

Pilgrim Warrior. By Jno. Clifford, 
M.A., LL.B., B.S.O. (Passmore and 
Alab:i,ster.) 

BooKS of this kind cannot be too 
greatly mnltipliod, and the whole 
tenor and style of this work is adapted 
to arrest the attention of the young, 
and equally to sustain it to the end. 
We trust it will be widely circulated 
and abundantly blessed to the youth 
·of our land. It is well got up, and 
would make a nice Christmas or N" ew 
Year's gift. It has our heartiest com
mendation. 

The Children's Ho1ir. Addresses to 
Young Congregations about Houses, 
Flowers, Ships, Books, &c. By 
Charles Bruce, author of " My 
Beautiful Home," &c. With a Pre
face by Rev. E. Paxton Hood. 
(Elliot Stock.) 

A CHARMING book, whic:.h cannot fail 
to be hailed by our young people. 
Beauty, variety, telling truths, and 
moral analogies. Good pictorial les
sons, sound admonitions, and in a 
sweet sty le, so as to swoetcn with sugar 
medicinal potions-that cannot fail to 
promote the moral health of the young 
reader, and, we add, most handsomely 
got up. We hope thousands will be 
sold this Christmas and New Year. 

Bible Conversation Cards. Relating to 
the History, Divine Origin, and Pro
fitable Uses of Scripture,and dosigned 
for the Instruction and Interest of 
the Young, &c. (ls. Elliot Stock.) 

"\VE have examined these cards, and 
believe they convey as much informa
tion on tha Bibla, &c., as is to be found 
in many "l'olumes, and in this form 
scriptural education is made a pleasant 
recreation. We advise parents and 
guardians and teachers to avail them
aelTes of this method of instruction. 
We intend to take a hand or two with 
our young people this coming Christ-

mas, though we never did compre
hend any game whatever connected 
with the ordinary playing cards, which 
we have always concluded were not 
free from all appearance of evil. Bu1i 
these good scriptural cards we hope 
will find a place in every family. 

Symbols from the Deep; the Port, the 
Pilot, and the Passage. By Rev. W. 
H. Burton, of King-agate Chapel, Hol
born. London: Dickenson, Farring
don Street. 

Tms is a most readable book; its style, 
spirit, and description, and withal its 
rich evangelical savour, cannot fail to 
make it acceptable and useful. Of 
course there may be in these seventeen 
excellent discourses opinions that we 
should not aecept, as in the last one, 
where "No l\Iore Sea " is applied to 
thil heavenly state, which we think the 
subject will not warrant. Yet the 
volume, we are sure, will be read with 
delight by all Christian readers. It 
has our very cordial commendation. 

The Prom,:se of the Spirit, !\-c. By 
Asa :Mahan, D.D. (Elliot Stock.) 

DR. llIAHAN is so well known and highly 
appreciated that his present small 
volume on so important a subject ,will 
be sure 'lo meet with a hearty reception. 
In some sixty-four pages he condenses 
the great doctrine of the Christian 

· systom, and presents it in so clear and 
forcible a manner that we are confident 
truly serious persons cannot rea~ it
without great profit. 

WE soo :Mr. Elliot Stock has just 
published a new cheap edition of Thec
dosia Ernest; or, The, Heroine of Faith. 
At 2s., post froe, it ought to have an 
immense sale. 

fa the press, and will be shortly pub
lished, A Retrospect of Forty-five Yeart 
Ch,·istian Ministry and Other Public 
Lahours, g-c. By Jabez Burns, D.D., 
LL.D. 
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PERIODICALS AND PAMPHL])TS. 

The Baptist Newspaper has rendered 
a]l the denomination under the greatest 
obligation by its telling reports of the 
Union meeting in Newcastle, and by 
the admirable papers, &c., it hall given 
to our churches. It is no moon privi
lege to obtain these through a penny 
journal. 

Tlte F,·eeman deserves our heartiest 
commendation for its good leaders and 
papers on the same gathering. 

Peter's Testimony to Christ, and the 
Power of the Keys. A sermon by the 
Rev. F. Treatrail. (London: Yates ancl 
Alexander.) A thorough scriptural 
discourse, with all the good common
sense exhibited which the worthy 
author always displays. We hope it ' 
will be widely circulated. 

Windso,· and Clewer Anti-Ritualisti~ 
Tracts. No. 3. Baptismal Regenera
tion. Scriptural, plain, and telling. 

Brit£sl, J?lag and Ch,·istian Sentinel. 
Every numbsr of this excellent perio
dical contains sufficient Gospel to show 
every soldier the way of salvation, and 
a good supply of telling- papers to edify 
all converted soldiers fighting under 
the banner of Jesus. A good penny
worth indeed. 

The Study. IIelps for Preachers, 
&e., &c. (Dickenson, 27, Farringdon
streat.) This admirable monthly is one 

THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF 
A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

BY SGRUTATOR. 

CHAPTER XII.-Released from 
Bondage. 

THE consternation produced by 
the reading of this unexpected re
signation can be readily conceived. 
Blank astonishment was visible on 
almost every countenance. Two or 

of the greatest helps for preachers ever 
published in this form. Royal 8vo., 
64 pages, for sixpence, giving the theo
logical and homiletic treasures of the 
day. Every minister should haTe The 
Study on his library table. 

The Sunday-school Wor-ld. June. 
(Id. Elliot Stock.) This new weekly 
periodical for our Sunday-school 
teachers ought to be a universal favour
ite, if they can get regularly so much 
good material for the sum of one penny. 
We could refer to several articles worth 
more than that amount, especially thB 
thoroughly good one by Rev. J. Camper 
Gray, "Teachers in Council; Our Old 
Scholars." The work of the Sunday
school teacher is every day becoming 
more onerous, and we therefere hail 
this new assistant, and hopo those for 
whom it is so well got up will bath 
appreciat~ and support it. 

The Baptfot Magazine, especially in 
the review department, is a thoroughly 
good number. 

The Sword and Trowel, excellent. 
The Gospel 1l1agazine we have not 

received for months, but this number 
ie full of good things. 

'J'J,e Biblical Musmm (Part 47), The 
Rag_qed School Union 111agazine, Th, 
Hive, and The Appeal. All up to the 
mark, 

Trutkand Pi·ogress, a South Australian 
Baptist paper. Worthy of denomina
tional support. 

three looked curious, as if wondering 
what was coming next. The "discon
tented clique" glanced at each other in 
confusion, like criminals just caught. 
For several minutes the silence was 
unbroken: the ticking of the clock 
was distinctly heard : no one seemed. 
disposed to utter the first word : t_he 
monotony became increasingly pam
ful ; but the pastor sat in his chair 
calm and unmoved, The :first to 
rise and speak was Deacon Cherry. 



His brief speeeh was-complbnentary. 
Regretting personally that the pastor 
felt himself compelled by the foree 
of circumstances to resign, he conld 
not but feel that he had come to a 
right conclusion. Had he been in 
his place he should have done the 
same. It was impossible for any 
xninister to remain among them long 
and be useful while so much strife 
and disunion existed. He hoped 
that their minister would, in God's 
good providence, soon be settled 
over a more peaceful and united 
people. To speak plainly, so far as 
he himself was concerned, he did not 
care how soon his connection with 
the church ceased also, for already 
he was debating in his mind whether 
it would not be best for his spiritual 
good and comfort for him to follow 
their pastor's example, Their church 
meetings did his soul no good, but 
a great deal of harm. He did not 
wonder that their best members 
declined to come to them. Had he 
not been a deacon, he should often 
have stayed away: as it was, he had 
only come to them under a painful 
sense of duty. He agreed with the 
pastor that their church meetings 
were not fit meetings in which to 
introduce inquirers. When youthful 
candidates joined the church, they 
expected in the church's private 
meetings to enjoy Christian fellow
ship, and not to be plunged straight
way into strifes and conflicts that 
were calculated to disgrace any 
secular debating society. What 
amount of Christian fellowship 
there was in their church meetings 
ihey knew too well. He would not 
say that he himself had not at times 
been to blame : but he had been 
hardened by the scenes he had 
been compelled to witness : for they 
had often made him feel more like 
an unconverted man than a Chris
tian. He had heard other members 
say that after being a few months in 

32,5 

the church, they felt far less spiritual 
than when they entered it. He 
wished to know if that was the 
Lord's intention in founding Chris
tian churches ? He did not believe 
anything of the kind. While ready 
to admit that occasionally, in this 
imperfect state, painful scenes would 
occur in Christian churches, he 
believed that they would be excep
tional, and not the rule in churches 
carrying out the principles and rules 
of God's Word. Mr. Stirling once 
told him that he had been qonnected 
with a Christian church for seven 
long years which was noted for its 
harmony, peace, and usefulness, and 
that he had witnessed more divisio:u. 
in their church in seven months 
than in that church for the whole of 
that period, He trusted that the 
lesson they were now being taught 
by their pastor's sudden resignation 
would lead them to the promotion 
of a wholesale reform: for if it did 
not he should give up all hope of -
the church coming to any good. 
He had now said what he had long 
desired to say, and hoped it would 
be taken in the spirit in which it 
was given. What followed this 
speech-summarised in our own 
language for the reader's benefit
we have no need to detail. It is 
sufficient to say that the speeches 
were, on the whole, brief, temperate, 
and suggestive. The " discontented 
clique,'' for once, were unusually 
quiet. Regret, with mingled weep
ing, was manifested by some of the 
young converts that their pastor was 
about to leave them: and several tes
timonies were given as a proof that, 
even under discouraging circum
stances, the pastor had not " la
boured in vain, or spent his 
strength for noucrht." After the 
meeting broke up, sundry small 
groups were found lingering round 
the chapel, discussing, in low and 
serious tones, the strange turn that 
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' 
-events had taken; and fervent hopes 
were expressed that God would be 
pleased, in His all-wise providence, 
-to overrule the painful visitation for 
,the lasting good of both pastor and 
people. 

The three months that followed 
were to Mr. Ernest months of 
pleasure. Trusting in the Lord, 
he entertained no fear of the future. 
In the pulpit he felt free and un
shackled. His joy at times, when 
preaching the Word, was unbounded. 
His hearers noticed it, and not a 
few fell beneath its power. It was 
Evident to all that the preacher had 
received new life, and was no longer 
bowed down, as formerly, under the 
weight of crushing burdens. The 
incubus that had paralysed his 
energies and well-nigh. laid him 
prostrate was removed ; and this 
was manifested in his every look, 
tone, and action. Like a bird long 
caged, and that had suddenly re

,gained its liberty, he soared in 
thought and feeling above every 
cloud, and revelled in his newly
found freedom. The darkness cf 
night had passed away, and the 
light of day had broken. With 
feelings such as these, the joyous 
pastor spent his last weeks in 
Grumbletown, from which place, we 
are glad to say, as soon as his term 
of office was expired, he removed, 
through the guiding hand of the 
Lord, to a sphere of labour where 
he was destined to behold pleasanter 
scenes, to be more happy, and, 
l!piritually, far more successful. 

NoTE BY ScRUTATOR.-It is with a 
feeling of relief that the author has 
given the final stroke of his pen to the 
rehearsal of the history of this ill
trained church. To dwell on the dark 
flide of either persons or thinc,s is con
fessedly not his forte. Nothing but the 
hope of rendering some small service 
to the Baptist Denomination-as inti-

mated at the beginning-would have 
induced him to set himself to the per
formance of such a task. Ho has long 
felt, h?wover, that to the abuse of the 
Congregational system is owing not a 
few of the removals of pastors, splits in 
the churches, and various evils that 
tend to bring Congregationalism into 
disrepute. To expose this abuse in a 
good-humoured way has been his aim· 
and if, in doing so, he has laid himself 
open to the charge of indulging in 
satire, creating merriment, and dealing 
in exaggeration, he can only say that 
he has in his possession documentary 
proof of the various scenes depicted 
being taken from life, and that ho has 
thought it far better to "hit off" these 
evils in a cheerful strain than to dip 
his pen in vinegar and gall. If, there
fore, this exposure of existing evils in 
some badly-trained churches shall serve 
to promote Scriptural reform in any 
shape-specially in leading churches
to pay their pastors well and treat them 
well, to avoid chapel debts, or seek 
their liquidation as speedily as possible, 
and to make their church meetings 
devotional, spiritual, cheerful and pro
fitable, he will feel devoutly grateful. 
He would ask, therefore, any church 
to look into this narrative impartially, 
and consider whether any of the evib 
herein described belong to it as an 
organisation, and then, if so, in the 
strength and fear of God, to take 
measures to effect their removal. This 
done, honestly, wisely, and peacefully, 
the blessing of the Lord is sure to follow. 
But the author feels that his work is 
not yet finished. Were he to leave 
the narrative in its present shape, un
supplemented by truthful pictures taken 
from the brighter side of Congregational 
Church life, he might possibly ereate 
an impression on some minds that the 
BaB,tist church in Grumbletown is a 
fair"representative of the churches as a 
whole. This he has already denied; 
but, to give proof of it, and to s~ow 
both sides fairly, he will, with the kmd 
permission of the Editor, give, during 
the ensuing year (what to the writer 
will be far more cong0nial) a brighter 
history, entitled "YonKHILL Bil'Til!T 
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CHURCH: !TS RISE AND PB.OGRESS." 
How Mr. Ernest became the pastor of 
this church, and what he saw in it, in 
pleasing contrast with the strange and 
painful scenes he witnessedinGrumble
town, the reader shall learn, if he will-

FATE OF THIRTEEN 
INFIDELS. 

A Co:rnREGATIONAL minister in 
Faulkland told Mr. John Bowes 
that his father visited an infidel in 
his condemned cell at Irvine, who 
said that he was one of thirteen 
infidels who met every Saturday 
evening to determine how they 
would spend the following Sunday. 
"One,'' said he," became a Chris
tian, six were transported, four 
were hanged; in a room above is 
one under sentence of transporta· 
tion, and I am to be hanged to
morrow." Here was the fate of 
thirteen infidels ; only one became 
a Christian, the rest came to bad 
ends. Mr. Bowes properly says, 
when commenting on this narrat,ive, 
•• Banishing the idea of any future 
rewards and punishments, they feel 
at liberty to war with mankind. 
What would any of them be but for 
the force of Christian education and 
principle in the community?" 

THE SECRET OF SUCCESSFUL 
PREACHING. 

DocTOR BROWN, of Cheltenham, at a 
Sunday-School Conference said that 
a clergyman who stated that he was 
one of the wranglers of his college 
put the question to him. " How 
is it that a certain member of your 
church, who is an ignorant man, 
is so successful in the villages as a 
preacher, when I cannot command 

as he has so kindly done in the present 
case-give a. candid perusal to tho 
various chapters which will appear 
monthly in the volume of the B.A.PTIST 
MESSENGER for 1875 •. · 

a congregation?'' '' Well," said the 
Doctor, "the reason is this : the 
member of my congregation that 
you refer to is touched with the 
power of the Gospel, and speaks 
from heart to heart : that is the, 
secret of his success." 

LINGERING CORRUPT10N. 

I no not affirm that the most ad
vanced saint is altogether free from 
the bondage of sin. No, the holiest. 
believer carries that about with him 
which painfully reminds him of his
old condition. I have read of brave~ 
stout captives who had escaped from 
prison, who brought away with them 
in swollen joints or festering wounds 
the marks of the cruel fetters. And 
do not old sins continue to hang 
about a man, even after grace has. 
delivered him from their dominant. 
power? Who does not need every 
day and hour to resort to the foun
tain of cleansing, and wash his heart 
in the blood of Christ oftener than 
he watihes his hands in water? We 
need to be renewed day by day;· 
converted, as it were, not once or 
twice, but every day, Surely the· · 
happiness of a child of God lies. 
mainly in this: that sin, though it: 
rem~ns within his heart, has ceased 
to reign there, and that, made perfect. 
at length in holiness, he shall enter 
by the dismal gate of death into tr-e-

. full and glorious liberty of the chil
dren of Go'.l.-Dn, Gurnnm, 
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~enanrimrtion:d ~ntt!ligenu. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. A. R. MORGAN, lato of Water. 
beach, Cambridgeshire, has accepted 
the invitation of the church, Dolton, 
Devon to become their pastor. 

Mr. 'o. W. Gregory, of the Pastors' 
College has accepted tho pastorate of 
the chdrch Lochgilphead, Argyllshire. 

Rev. 0. 'Pates, of Aldwinkle, has 
aocepted a call to Salem Chapel, Wood 
Street Bilston, Staffordshire. 

Rev'. W. Banks has resigned the pas
torate of the church of J arrow-on-Tyne, 
after labonring there upwards of fivo 
years and a half. 

Mr: Isaac Near, of the Pastors' Col
lege, has accepted t~e invitation t~ the 
church Stanwick Northamptonshire. 

Mr. Alfred Pidgeon, of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted the invitation 
given him to become the pastor of the 
eongregation, Ottery St. Mary, Devon. 

Rev. W. Glanville, of Falkland Road 
Chapel, Egremont, has _accepted the 
pastorate of the Rylands Street church, 
Warrington. 

Mr. W. Carey Walters, late of Re
~nt's Park College, has received an 
unanimous invitation to become pastor 
<Jf the church, Whitchurch, Shropshire. 

WoLVERHA.MPTON.-Rev. D.E.Eva.ns, 
,of Dublin has accepted the invitation 
,of the ch~rch worshipping in Waterloo 
Road Ch11.pel to become their pastor. 

DoWNRAM MARKET, NoRFOLK.-Mr. 
S. Howard, of Oxford, has accepted the 
invitation to the pastorate from the 
chlll'ch and congregation worshipping 
in Denver Road Chapel. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

THE Rev. Mr. Neale, of Monkwear
mouth who has received a call to 
Exete;, has been presente~ by his 
friends in the former town with a gold 
watch and silver-mounted walking. 
stick. At the same meeting, l\Ira. 
Ne.ale received a silver tea-service. 
About 600 ladies and gentlemen par
took of tea together on the occasioa. 

The church, at Maryport, has sig
nalised tho close of the twenty-fifth 
year of the Rev. Dr. Kirk bride's pas
torate by a " silver wedding" celebra
tion. In connection with this event, 
liquidated the debt on the chapel, which 
amounted to £75. 

OLD FORD, VICTORIA P,rnK.-Wed
nesday, Oct. 21, was quite a red-letter 
day in the history of the Baptist Church, 
Park Road. The friends here, with 
their pastor, Robert R. Finch, have 
long been struggling with a heavy 
debt. After a very .numerously at
tended tea, a thanksgiving meeting 
was held to celebrate the extinction of 
the mortgage debt. J. D. Link, Esq., 
had engaged to preside, _but_ was un
avoidably prevented, and m hrn absence 
the pastor took the chair. After pre
sontino- a brief outline of the church's 
histor;, he called on the. fr_iends grate
fully to recognise the J?i:vme goodne!s 
in enabling them to reJ01ce together m 
the redemption of the mortgage debt, 
and as the freehold was invested in 
trust for the church, he announced the 
property free for tile advancement of 
the Gospel of Christ in connection with 
the church. The meeting was ad
dressed by Revs. Richard Parnell, B.A., 
Vicar of St. Stephen's; J. Fletcher; 
John Thomas, B.A.; .W. J. Inglis; W. 
K. Rowe; E. Schnadhorst; J. S. Dent. 
The young friends co.ntri~u~d Ill:uch 
to the intorest of the meetmg by sing
ing some of ]\fr. Sa.nkey's melodies. A 
pleasant surprise was prepared for the 
pastor towards the close of the meet
ing, in the presentation of a small pnrse 
of gold. Revs. Samuel Gregory and 
Rev. Dawson Burns, M.A., preached on 
the Sunday. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

SoUTHBEA, ST. PAUL'S SQUARE CHA.
PEL.-On Sunday and Monday, Nov~m
her 8th and 9th, the recognition services 
in connection with the settlement of 
Robert Foster Jeffrey ware held. On 



llonday aftem.oon. · th6 ."charge" ~ 
the .pastor was given in the chapsl; by. 

, ProfeBSor Rogers, th& address being 
foanded upon the words by Paul to 
Timothy: " A. good minister of Jesua 
Christ.'' Rev. J. Neobard presided, 
and the recognition prayer was by T. 
W. Medhurst. Tea in the school-room 
followed, and at seven o'clock a public 
meeting took place in the chapel, over 
which T. C. Haydon premded. The 
Chairman remarked that the meeting 
w11,s not an ordinary one. They were 
met to recognise one who in the provi
dence of God had been unanimously, 
and of their own free will, invited tliere 
to unfold the blessedness of salvation. 
T. W, Medhurst carried the thoughts of 
his hea.rers back to eighteen years ago, 
when he was the only student under 
Professor Rogers, and, in fact, was the 
College itself. Though an Englishman 
from the breast-bone to the back-bone, 
he loved dear Scotia, of which Mr. 
Jeffrey was a native, because of its 
Puritani.c theology, which had flourished 
and would continue to flourish there. 
He wanted them to support and sustain 
their new pastor by prayer and prac
ti<lal help, and to encourage him by 
giving him a right good salary. Ho 
heartily extended to Mr. Jeffrey the 
right hand of fellowship, and wished 
him every suce.ess. Addresses of con
gratulation followed by the Revs. H. E. 
Arkell, W. Page, R. Y. Roberts, D. 
Thomas, and H. Barron, and by Mr. 
Edwards, a fellow-student with llrlr. 
Jeffrey, at Mr. Spurgeon's College, who 
expressed the fullest sympathy and 
love of the whole students with Mr. 
Jeffrey in his work. R. F. Jeffrey said 
he should in the future be faithful in 
the endeavour to redeem the pled<>e 
which he had that day made. Sever~! 
anthems .were given by the choir during 
the evenmg. 

Rev. E. T. Barrett was recognised as 
pastor of the eh urch at Hereford on the 
3rdofNovember. W. Dangerfield, Esq., 
of Chalford, Gloucestershire, presided. 

Rev. J. :Mathews was recognised as 
pastor of the church, at West Haddon, 
on the 2flth of Oct. Rev. J. T. Brown, 
of Northampton, presided. The debt 
on the pastor's house was cleared on 
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the ocea.si.on. , The house h&s cost up- · 
wards of £300. 

Rev. W. Bury, of the Manchester 
Theological Institute, was recognised 
on Tuesday, Oct. 27, as pastor of the 
Knowsley Street Church, Bury. Prin
cipal Dawson presided, and gave the 
charge to the pastor; while Re'f. J. 
Harvey aa.dressed the church. At the. 
public meeting in the evening the 
young pastor was presented with a. 

, purse containing £15 from the oon
gregation. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

F AKENHAM, N ORFOLK.-On Tues
day, Sept. 1st, the thirty-third annual 
harvest home festival was hdd in the 
chapel, which was beautifully deco
rated for the occasion. Two hundred 
and thirty persons attended the tea, 
and this number was so largely in
creased at the evening meeting that 
the chapel was crowded. The pastor, 
the Rev. J. K. Chappell, presided, aIJd 
addresses were given by the Revs. 
Sharpley,Stalworthy,La.ne, and Church. 
The choir, under Miss Roberts, sang 
several appropriate pieces. 

BARNSl"APLE. -Rev. T. R. Steven
son, who has accepted the pastorate of 
the English Baptist chnrch, Colombo, 
Ceylon, took leave of the church and 
congregation at the Boutport-street 
Chapel, on Sunday el'ening, November 
1st, preaching to a large congregation 
from the words, " The Lord watch 
between thee and me when we are: 
absent one from another." Grateful . 
reference was made to a kind testi, 
monial given to him by the church 
and congregation, as well as one that 
had been presented to him by the 
teachers and scholars of the Sunday
school just previously. A letter ex
pressive of high regard and 'good 
wishes has been sent by the secretary 
of the Devon Baptist Associs.tion, 
signed by Rev. E. Webb, Cheddar, 
secretary; P. Adams, Esq., Plymouth, 
treasurer; Revs. J. Aldis, E. Edw:-rds, 
and other members of·the committee. 
Mr. Stevenson and family sailed in the, 
Marian, from London, 011 the 10th Of 

November. 
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· SURBITON CHAPEL.-A social tea and 
public meeting was held at this chapel. 
on Tuesday evening, the 10th of Novem
ber, the object being to raise funds for 
providing a suitable heating apparatus. 
There was .!l, good, attendance. The 
chairman stated that the entire cost of 
the building was £1,600; £1,000 was 
givon by the Baptist Association, and 
£160 had been raised. The cost of 
warming the chapel would be about 
£90. Mrs. Woodfall, who generously 
gave the site for .the building, had sent 
a.-{llheque for £10 towards the cost of 
the warming apparatus. Mr. Ealing 
reported that they had let fifty-three 
sittings, and that the average congre
gation.. ·was three hundred. To meet 
the incidental expenses £78 13s. 6d. had 
been raised, of which £54 lls. Sd. had 
been expended, leaving a balance of 
£24 ls. 10d. Addresses were given 
by several ministers and friends. 
"- CAxTo~, CAJ1IDs.-Wednesday, Oct. 
21, was a day of rejoicing to the friends 
here. During the last few months an 
effort has been mads.. to build a new 
school and vestry at a cost of about 
£160. We aro glad to be able to state 
that more than the full amount has 
been raised, and tho now buildings 
were inaugurated on tho 21 st. In the 
:.fternoon a sermon was dcli,ored by 
Rev. J. Brown, B.A. Tea was subse
quently provided in Mr. Paine's barn, 
to which about 150 sat down, and in 
the evening a public meeting was hold, 
presided over by Rev. W. H. Jackson. 
Addresses were deli.ered by l\Ir. Ridge
ley, Rev. G. Burgoyne, W. Osborne, J. 
Raymond, R. J. Middleton, pastor, W. 
H. Moore, and J. Browne, B.A. The 
improvements, enlargements, &c., have 
cost £160, all of which has beon rea
lised in a few months. Many thanks 
are due to all subscribers. 

THE twenty-ninth anniversary tea
meeting of the Sabbath-school, ::lfagon, 
Monmouthshire, was held on Thurs
day, September 24, when children, 
teachers, and friends took tea. After 
which the children and friends marched 
to the square, where the hymns chosen 
for the occasion were sung, and the 
children were addressed by Mr. Charles 
Rowe and Mr. D. Davis; after which 

tfte younger children were dismissed 
to their homes ; the teachers, elder 
children, and friends repaired to the 
new chapel, where a public meeting 
was held, and addressed by Mr. Davis, 
Mr. Price, and our minister, Mr. B. 
Davis. 

PROVIDENCE CIIAPEL, HOUNSLOW.
The anniversary services were held on 
Sunday, November 8. Two sermons 
were preached by the Rev. S. Greon. 
On tha following Wednesday a sermon 
was preached by Rev. W. A. Blake, of 
Brentford. In the evening a public 
meeting was held, when addresses wero 
delivered by Rev. W. A. Blake, Rev. J. 
Curtis, Mr. Harrington of Regent's
park College, and othor friends. During 
the evening the choir sang several pieces. 

KrLLINGIIOLME. - On Wednesday, 
October 23, a most interesting anni
versary was held in connection with 
the Baptist chapel here. Rev. E. 
Lauderdale ef Grimsby preached in the 
afternoon. Many friends from Grimsby 
favoured us with their presence and 
help both at the tea tables, where over 
two hundred partook of an excellent 
repast, and also at chapel in the evening, 
where a crowded congregation listened 
with fixed attention to the different his
torical and evangelistic addresses given 
by our warm-hearted brethren over 
whom the Rev. E. Lauderdale presides. 

BAPTISMS. 
Aieravon, Glamorganshire.-October 25, for 

tho English Baptist,;, at the Welsh Chapel, 
One. by Thomas Richards, 

Abercrmaid.-Oct. 18, Two, by J. Parrish. 
Abertilfrry.-N ov. 1, at the English Chapel, 

Nine, bv Ll, Jones. 
Accritlgton.-Nov.1,at Barnes-street Chapel, 

Four, by II. 0. Atkinson . 
.Atnon, Anglesea -Nov. 81 Two1 by D. 

Thomas, in Llywenan Lake. 
Alloa.-Nov. 1, Five, by James Scott. 
B11rrow-in-Furne..ss.-October 18. at Abbey

road Chapel, Fourteen, by Jame~ Hughes. 
Blae-nai•on. - October 2~, Eight, at the 

English Chapel, by W. Roes. 
Bootle, near Liverµool. - November lt &t 

Brasen Jse-road Cbapei, Three, by J. Davies. 
llren(ford Park Chapel.-Ociober 29, One,_ b] 

W. A. Blake; October 29, Two, by W. Fnth, 

fo~;~:;',~ifr~,h~b~~;~•f'!~r[j J. J. Kiddle. 
Burnle;v.-October G, at Sien Chapel, Six, 

by R. Evans. · 
Bury, Laucashire.-November 8, "t Knows

ley-street Chn-pel, Eleven, by Wi.llli,,m Bury. 
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Ca"™1, Sirhowy.-November 1, One, by. 
T.Owen. 

Chipping &dbury, Gloucestershire. - Nov. 
1, Five, by A. K. Da.vidson. 

ChureJ,.-October 29, Two, by H. Angus. 
Ci1ulMbank 1 Netherton, WorecsterBhire.

October 4-t Four, by T. Lewis. 
Co/chester.-Ootober 2,, at Eld-lane Chapel, 

Four, by E. Spurrier. 
Congleton.-Novamber 8, One, by S. w .. lker. 
Cwm-bran.-October 25, One, by T. Cocker. 
IJarlin,gton. -November 6, at Brookside 

Church, Four, by Henry D. Brown. 
Darlinoton. - Oct1Jber 2.5. at Grange-road 

Chapel, Twelve, by H.J. Betts. 
.Dow,,,,s.-October 11, at Beulah English 

Ch•pe!,' Six, by J. Williams. · 
East Dereham, Norlolk.-June 21, One; July 

26, One; October 26, Tnree, by Wilham Free
man. 

Eue.-October 2.5, Four, by W. W. Haines. 
·Forres, .Moru.yshire.-November 2, Two, by 

J. Downie. 
Fortrose, Scotla.n,d, October 18, One, in the 

sea, by Iterdlll ilnd Duun. 
Four Crosses, Festiniog,-October 18, Four, 

by E. Parry. 
G.-rma=eek, Devon.-October 11, One, by 

W. Thomas. 
Gilwern.-No,ember 8, Four, by T. Phillips. 
G/asbu,·g.-October 21, One, by D. Howell. 
Oofrar.-November I, Four. by T. Bury. 
Gorton. - Octoher 4, in Wel!ingtuu-street 

Chapel, Two, by W. B. Vasey. 
Grantham.-Oct. 18, One, by G. B. Bowler. 
Great Sa.mpford~ EBsex.-Octobar 1, Two, by 

.J. Robinsou. 
Guildturd.-Oct<>ber 30, at the Commercial

l"0ad Chapel, Four, by Corneliwi Slim. 
Hanley, Stafforctshire.-October 28, at Xew

street Chapel, One, by Thomas Churchyaru. 
Hay. Rhydspense,-November I, One, in 

the River Wye, by J. Colo, Holyhead, Bethel.-November 1, Seven, by 
Bichard Thomas. 

Hull, Yorkshire. - November /i, at the 
Ch.£Lpel, South-street, Seven, by ThomaR 
Macdona.ld, for the church meeting in 
the Forastens' Hall. 

.llke.1:ton.-October 11, Six, by one of the 
Deacons, after a sermon by the pastor. 

Jer.se-y, St. Helier's,-Octobcr 16, at Grove
street Ch!l.pel, Four, by Joaepb HawkeR. 

Largo, Fife. - October 4, "t the Second 
Church, Two, by AleL IJrown. 

Leicester. - October 80, at Ilarvey-Iane 
Chapel, Six, by L, Llewellyn. 

.Li"nc:otn.-Novemher 8, at St. Benedict's
squ~re Uhapljcl, Ono, by E. Compton. 
- Lit:erpoot. - October 31 at :::i.oho-street 

Clu.pel, Four, by E. E. Walt~r. 
Llane1·chymedd, Anglesea. - November 1, 

·Two, by D. Thomas. 
Llan.fachreth, Angles-ea. - November 1, 

Se:venteen,by T. Hughes, in tbe River Alaw. 
Llanfyttin.-Nov. 1, Four, by Moses Jones. 
Lfanth.ewy Rgther,·h, w~ar Abergaveuuy.-

March J 5, Three; Oct. 25, Three, by W. Morgan. 
Maidenhead.-N~v. 5, Four, by J. Wilkins. 
Maughbrey.-Oet. 17, Two, by D. Davies. 
Meltha,n, Yorkshire.-October 24, Two, by 

J. Alderson. 

Metropolitan Di!Jlricl :-
Barking, E.-Octobe!:, 18, at ]lfount Zion 

Che.pel, Five, by R.H. u-illespis. 
Patt,rsea. - October 26. at Surrey-lane 

Chapel, Five, by E. Vaughan. 
Brixton.-October 18, at Gresham Chapel, 

Five, by J. Swift, 
Bromley-oV-B•w.-October 21, at George

street Che.p•J, Six, by W. J. Lambourne. 
Burdetl-road, - October 2P, at the East 

London Tabernacle, Twenty-two, by A. G. 
Brown. 
J. i~:'.%:~'.al-road, E.-October 21.i, Four, by 

Dais/on Junction.-Octobar 26, Eight, by 
Alexander Carson, M.A . 

Deptford, Kent-October 28, at the Drum
mond-road Chapel, Bermondsey, kindly 
lent for the occasion, Thirteen, for the 
Oli vet Baptist Church, Octavius-street, by 
D. Honour. 

Dulwich. - October 18, at Lordship-lane 
Chapel, Five, by II. J. Tressider. 

Me.tropotitan Tabern.acle. - October 26, 
Twenty-one:; October 29', ~rweuty-one;; 
October 30, One, by J. A. Spurgeon. 

New-t.1·ou-1•oad.-At Zion Ohapelf Four, 
by J. S. Anderson, 

South Hackney.-November 8, at Grove
street Chapel, Six. by C. Maston. 

Woolwich, Queen-stree.t. - November l, 
Thirteen, by J, Tea}! (nearly all from the 
senior classes in the Sunday-school). 
Mountain Ash,-NovemLer S, at the English 

Chapel, Nine, byJ. W. Willie.ms. 
llttherton, Worcestershire.-October 2S, at 

Ebenezer Chapei Seven, by R. B. Clare. 
# New Barmt, .lf.-October I, Three, by J. 
Dunlop. 

Newcaslle-un,kr-Lyme. - October 28, Two, 
by Henry C. Field. 

Old Bastord,-November 1, Two, by Watson 
Dyson. 

Penrhyncoch.-Oct.11, Six, by Moses Jone:s. 
P,nyrheol.-Oct. 26, One, by D. Howeli. 
Portsmouth, Lake-road, Landport.-Ootober 

28, ]!'our, by T. W. Medhurst. 
Rhydwyn.-Nov. 8, One, by John Williams .. 
Rhymney, Glamorgainshirn. -November 8, 

at Zoar Chapel, Eleven, by John Penry 
Williams. 

Ross,-October 23, at Broad-straet Chapel, 
Four, by J. Smalley. 

Ryde, Isle of Wight.-October 29, at Park
road Chapel, Three, byJ. H~rrison. 

&,ar.-N uvember 8, One, by John Williama 
Southamplon.-October 18, at Carlton Chapel, 

Six, by E. O:sborno. 
Mantontrni·u, .Bucks.-October 18, Three, by 

J.Rart. 
St. Helen's, Lancashire.-Octobcr- 2.!S, at the 

cha pelt Park-road, Nine, by J. Harrison. 
Surbiton-hill. - October 18, .at the new 

cb;~:J~x~~O:t~~e~Yzt !t i~~~~t~row Chapel, 

On;~e~{ ~~~r~!f~:r~~~ near Dudley.--Octo-
ber 18 Six (three schoiars and on• teacher 
from the Sunday-school), by Jos. Willetts. 

Swindon,-Oetober 28, Six. by T. Edgley, 
Tha.xted Essex -Oetobe.- 13, at P"rk-stree~ 

Chapel, S~ven, by G. H. Hook. 
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Torquay, Upton-V&le.-November 1, Seven, 
by E. Edwards. . 

'fr•<kgar, Mon . ..-Nov. 1, Six, by Jos. Lewis. 
'lreorchy.-October ·{?lj, at Noddfa. Welsh 

Chapel, Two, by W:Morris. 
fydee,-October l8, at Bethesda Chapel, 

Three, by ;J. Thoma.a. 
w,isllpool. - Octobnr 20, Seven, by J&bez 

Jenkins. 
w,..t Bartlepool.-November 4, &t Tower

street Chape~ One. by 'W. Helherjngton. 
We,I Relford, N otts.-October ':lo, Four, by 

J. T. Roberts. 
Willenhall.-October 21i, at Lichfield-street 

Church, Four, by Wm. M. Thom11s. 

RECENT DEATH. 
MR. THOMAS AMos, a devoted and 

hearty Christian worker in connection 
with the Baptist Church, Bugbrook, 
Northamptonshire, retired to rest in 
hia usual health on the evening of 

September 25th, and on his wife 
a,:waking early next mor:ning, lilt~ 
found that he had pa!!sed away in his 
sleep. The . deoeased was snpermten
dent · of the :Baptist Sunday-school, 
leader of the choir, and an elder in tba 
_church ; he was also a member of the 
11ugbrook School Board, and was much 
respected and esteemed. While sturdy 
and uncompromising in Baptist prin
ciples, he was also a friend of all who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin
cerity and truth. On the following 
Sunday his death was improved by 
the pastor, Rev. W. H. Payne, from 
Psalm cxxvii. 2, " So He giveth His 
beloved sleep," and 2 Samuel xix. S4, 
"How long have I to live?" In his 
case the words of Solomon a.re sin
gularly appropriate, "The memory of 
the just is blessed" (Prov. x. 7). 
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