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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JOSHUA.

Tae TritLE oF THE Boor.—This book, like several others of the historical books
of Scripture, derives its name from its contents. It records almost exclusively the
acts of Joshua in fulfilment of the commission laid upon him from God by the
hand of Moses (¢f. Deut. xxxi. 7, 8), and terminates with Joshua's death and
burial. Hence it very appropriately bears in the Hebrew the simple title of Joshua:
in the LXX that of 'Ingovc Navi or'Insovc vioe Navy. (T. E. Espin, B.D.)

TaE AvrHORSHIP OF THE Book.—The Jewish rabbins and early Christian writers
all supposed this book to have been written by Joshua himself; but this is an
impossible assumption, for besides telling of his death it alludes to a number of
things that did not happen until long after that event (see, e.g., xv. 63 compared
with Judg. xix. 10-12; and xix. 47, with Judg. xviii. 7, 27 seq.). In fact, like
the other historical books of the Old Testament, it is an anonymous writing, and
when critically examined is seen to have been originally united to the Pentateuch,
and to have been composed in the same manner. It is made up of extracts from
various narratives, pieced together by a later hand in the manner of Eastern
historians, and in its present form cannot be much earlier than the time of Ezra.
Most modern critics are agreed that the documents used by the editor were mainly
three—the Jehovistic (known to critics by the symbol JE), of the eighth or ninth
century; the Deuteronomistic (D) of the seventh ; and the Priestly (P) of the fifth.
To the Jehovistic document belong in the main chapters ii. 1-viii. 29; ix. 1-xi.9;
xxiii., xxiv., and a few short fragments in other chapters. To the Deuteronomist are
assigned chapters i.; viii. 30-35; xi. 10-xiii. 14; ziv. 6-15, and some other small
portions ; while the remainder, including the greater part of the account of the
division of the territory, comes from the priestly writer. Its geographical details
are characterised by grent vagueness, except as regards the portion of the lend
which was held by Jews after the exile. (Chambers’s Encyclopadia.)

Tre CHRONOLOGY OF THE Boox.—The chronological dates presented in this book
are few. 1. We are informed (iv. 19) that the passage of the Jordan took place
“on the tenth day of the first month.”” The year is not specified, but would seem
to have been the fortieth after the exodus. Thus, if the date of the exodus be
assumed to be B.c. 1490 that of the invasion of Canaan will be m.c. 1450.
2. The duration of Joshua's wars with the Canaannites is spoken of loosely in
xi. 18, as “many days.” Inferences can, however, be drawn from the words of
Caleb (xiv. 7,10), which enable us to determine this point with some approach to
definiteness. Cnleb speaks of himself as forty yenrs old when he was sent by
Moses from Kadesh to spy out the land. When he came before Joshua to prefer
his claim to Hebron, the conquest of Canann was nccomplished, and he was then

eighty-five. Since the mission of the spies took place in the summer of the second
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yenr after the exodus (Num. xiii. 20)—nnd the whole period from the exodus {o the
crossing of Jordan is estimated at forty years-—it would appenr that Cnleb was
thirty-eight years old when he passed through the lled Ses, nnd sev enty-eight when
he passed througzh Jordan. Thus & period of seven yenrs ia left for the campaigns
of Joshun, Josephus, indeed (Ant. v. 1, 19}, sperks of these wnrs as lasting only
five years. The difference, however, is not great. Josephus himself speaks of five
complete years as occupied Ly the conquest, and Caleb probably- employed round
numbere nfter the Hebrew mode. 3. The durntion of Joshua’s rule, and
consequently the number of yemrs covered by the records of this book, is far more
uncertnin.  We have no definite information as to the age of Joshun at the date of
the exodus, or indeed at any other period previous to his death when he wae an
bundred and ten (xxiv. 19). 1f, however, we suppose him to be of the same age as
Caleb. a supposition probable in itsel{ and supported by the expression used of him
in Ex. xxxiii. 11 {* a young man "), he will have been about seventy-eight years
old when he invaded Canaan, and have been at the hend of Israel not much less
than thirty-two years altogether after the death of Moscs. Or if we assume seven
vears for the wars against the Canaanites, he will have survived about twenty-five
vears after his retirement to Timmnath-sernh. This nccords sufficiently well with
the npotice (zxiii. 1) which places the parting words and acts of Joshua * a long
time after that the Lord had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round
about.” Josephus, however (Ant. v. 1, 29), states that Joshua's rule after the
death of Moses lasted for twenty-five years, and that he had previously been torty
vears associated with Moses. This would fix Joshua's -age at the time of the
exodus at forty-five, an age perhaps hardly so suitable as thirty-eight to
the lenguage of Ex. xxxiii. 11. Ewald, Fiirst, and others regard the statement
of Josephus as probable, and as in all likelihood of encient authority. Others (e.g.,
Clem. Alex. “Strom."” i. 21; Theoph. “ Ad Autolyec.” iii. 24) name twenty-seven
vears as the length of Joshna's government; while Eusebius (** Prepar, Evang.”
x. 14) siates that some assigned thirty years to it. (T. E. Espin, B.D.)

TEE OnvEct oF THE Boor.—The object of the book is to magnify the inviolable
covenant faithfulness of Jehovah in the fulfilment of His promises (xxzi. 43—45), by
the historical information as to the conquest by the covenant people of the land of
Canaan promised to their fathers, and tbeir inheritance of it {i. 2-6}, through
the Almighty assistance of Jehovah, under the guidance of Joshua, Moses' minister,
who had been called to effect the accomplishment of the Divine promise, according
to an oppointment recorded in the law itself (Deut. xxxi. 7). (Prof. C. F. Keil.)
The Book of Joshua is one of the most important writings in the Old Covenant,
and should never be separated from the Pentatench, of which it is at once both the
continuation and completion. Between this book and the five books of Moses there
is the same analogy as between the four Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles.
The fonr Gospels give an account of the transactions of Jesus Christ, the Christian
legislature, just a5 the first five books of the Bible give, for the most part, of the
doings of Moses, the Jewish legislator; and the Acts of the Apostles, as a book,
bears the scme relation to these Gospels as the Book of Joshua to the Pentateuch.

(Dr. 4. Clarke.)

Tar CoxTeErTE oF THE Boox.—It falls into three great divisions :—1. The conguest
of the land (i.-xzii.). This part is historical, both in form and substance. It
relates the main operations by which the people under Joshua obtained possession
ol Canaan. The chief points are: The sending of the spies and the crossing of
the Jordan (ii.-iv.) ; the fall of Jericho (v. 13-vi. 27); the capture (after a reverse)
of Ai (vii.—viii, 29); the treaty with the Gibeonites (ix.); the defeat of the leagued
kings of the south at the battle of Beth-horon (x.); and the defeat of a similar
confederacy in the north near the waters of Merorn (xi.). It is abvious that meny
details are omitted, for a long list of conquered kings is given at the close (xii);
and it ic stated (xi. 18) that ** Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.”
Yet the narrator makes it particularly clear that it is a holy war he is describing,
‘or he tells us of the miraculous manner in which the Jordan waa erossed (iii.};
describes the observance of the Passover (v, 2-12) ; dwells upon the sin of Achan
as the cause of the reverse at Ai (vii.); and relates the confirming of the Govenant
atEbal and Gerizim (viii. 30-35). 2. The partition of theland (xiii.~xxii.). This
part, while historieal in form, is topographieal and legislative in contents. Here
the main points are: After a sketeh of the land to be divided (xiii. 1-7), and of the
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territory nlrendy assigned to the tribes enst of the Jordon (xiii. 8-33), Hebron is
given to Cnleb (xiv. 6-15), nnd the three tribes, Judnh, Ephraim, and haif
Mannaseh, receive their portions in the western territory (xv.-xvii.). Afterwards,
the Tabernacle being set up, the remaining tribes, except Levi, receive theirs
(xviii.—xix. 48), & speocinl inheritnnce being assigned to Joshua (xix. 40-51); the
cities of refuge nnd the cities of the Levites are aet apart; and the two tribes and a
half who had nssisted in the conquest are sent to their homes (xx.-xxii.). Here
agnin, while the details are very unequal, the sacred character of all the proceedings
is clearly indicnted. The inheritances are distributed by lot (xiv. 2; xviii. 6, 10),
the cities of refuge and the Levitical territory have a religious reference (xx.-xxi.),
and the jealousy of the people for national unity of religion is shown in the matter
of the nltar Ed (xxii. 10-34). 3. The leader’s farewell (xxiii., xxiv.). This part is
mostly hortatory. Joshua warns the people against idolatry, renews the Covenant
with solemn ceremony, and incorporates a record of the transaction in the Book of
the Law. The book closes with an account of the death and burial of Joshua and
of Eleazar (xxiv. 29-33). (Prof. Jas. Robertson.)
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CHAPTER 1.

Vens. 1-3. Now after the death of Moses . . . the Lord spake unto Joshoa.—The
death of the old lawgiver :—I. THE pEATH o0F MOSEY WAS USHERED IN DY NO DECAY.
In this respect it was a striking exception to the rule. His mental vigour waa
unimpaired when he passed away. We have evidence of this in that wonderful
book of Deuteronomy, which Jesus loved to ponder end to quote. Witness also
the grand swan-song into which he bursts before its close, pouring forth the sum
and substance of all his warnings and exhortations in a flood of molten emotion.
Witness the beatitudes that follow, wherein the seer pierces with prophetic eye
the dark future and perceives the final consummation, when Jehovah shall remove
nll iniquity from Isroel and write His law upon their hearts. Surely such exercises
as these betoken & mind in a state of the highest vigour and aetivity. And as
it was with the mind sc was it with the body. Moses had no look of 2 dying
man as he left the camp and climbed to Nebo’s brow; no painful and protracted
illness, no decrepit old age. What a blessed exodus was this; more a translation
than o death. An active, useful, holy life ; a speedy death—could there he a greater
blessing if we have to die? II. TEE DEATH oF MoSES WAS EMBITTERED DY NO REGRET.
Moses was not dragged up that hill unwillingly, like a malefactor to his doom.
There was no indulgence in rebellious sentiment and anziety; no nervous and
fearful activity in winding up the affairs of life; but conirariwise, there was pro-
found, calm, and courngeous submission to the Divine will. In good time let us
honestly face all the possible sorrow and disappointment, and learn, like him, to
overcome through faith, obedience, and kumility. III. His DEATH wis DAREENED
BY No pismaY. Of all the multitude in Israel that loved him, not one was with him.
Alone, alone, alone, he has passed into the presence of his Maker. Yes, and we too,
whatever the circumstances of our end, however tender and unsleeping the minisiry
of loving hearts end gentle hands that soothes our dying moments, alone must enler
death’s dark door and be ushered into the presence of our God. Alone, yet not
unfriended, if we know Jesus who is there; alone, yet undismayed, if like Moses we
trust in Him, for He has said, ** I will be with thee.” IV, THE DEATH oF MoSES Wis
DRIGHTENED BY GREAT CONSOLATION. (4. B. Mackay.) Death enters into God’s
plans :—Joshua must suceeed Moses and be God’s servant as he was. He must aim
at this as the one distinciion of his life; he must seek in every action to know what
God would have him to do. Happy man if he can carry out this ideal of life! No
conflicting interests or passions will distract his soul. The power that nerves his arm
will not be more remarkable than the peace that dwells in his soul, He will show to
all future generations the power of a * lost will,” not the suppression of all desire,
according to the Buddhist’s iden of bliss, but all lawful natural desires in happy and
harmonious action, because subject to the wise, holy, and loving guidance of the
will of God. Thus we see nmong the other parndoxes of His government how God
uses death to promote life. The death of the eminent, the nged, the men of
brilliant gifts makes way for others, and siimulates their activity and growth.
‘When the champion of the forest falls the younger trees around it are broughs
more into contact with the sunshine nnd fresh aiv, and push up ioto taller and more
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fully developed forms. TIn many ways death enters into God’s plans. Not only
deos it make way for the younger men, but it has n solemnizing and quickening
effect on all who are not hardened nnd dulled by the wear and tenr of life,.  What o
memorable event in the spiritual history of families is the first sudden aflliction,
the first breach in the cirele of loving hearts! First, the new experience of intense
tender longing, bafiled by the inexorable conditions of death ; then the vivid vision
of eternity. the reality of the unseen flashing on them with living and awful power,
and giving an immeasurable importance to the guestion of snlvation; then the
drawing closer to one another, the forswearing of all animosities and jealousies,
the cordinl desire for unbroken peace and constant co-operation; ond if it be the
father or the mother that has been taken, the ambition to be useful—to be o help,
not a burden, to the surviving parent, and to do what little they can of what used
to be their father’s or their mother’s work. Denth becomes actually & quickener of
the vital energies; instead of a withering influence, it drops like the gentle dew, and
becomes the minister of life. (W. G. Blaikie, D.D.)  Death makes room for
others :~—And some great names must be removed to make way for lesser names
that have growing sap in them and real capability of beneficent expansion. Some
creat trees must be cut down to make room for lesser trees that mean to be great
ones in their time. We owe much to the cutting-down power of death, the
clearing power of the cruel seythe or axe. (J. Parker, D.D.) Onward, through,
and over :—Moses was dead. His work was done. It was rounded off so far as
he was concerned, and so he went to his reward. There is a lesson of no small
importance to you and me. Our business is to do the duty that lies next ua.
That duty may only scem to be a fragment of what we desire to accomplish, but
it is all we are answerable for, and to do our portion well is to stand clear with
conseience and with God. In the construction of a door, one man makes the panels,
another makes the frame, another fits it together, and n fourth hangs it by its
hinges. The panel maker has a very imperfect portion of the work to show as the
result of his toil, but he has done his part and folfilled his mission whether the
door ever swings in its place or no. Your business and mine is to fulfil the injune-
tion, whether in our daily toil, in the training of our children, in the work of the
Chureh or whatever other duty may fall to us—** Whatsoever thine hand findeth to do,
do it with thy might.” Our hearts may find to do a good deal more; if our hand
cannot find the opportunity to work out the heart's desire, we are accepted for whai
we have done und what we would do and cannot ; and whatever and how-much-
soever remains undoxne, we shall aseend, like Moses, to our own Mount Nebo and die
in a flood of rosy light with Canaan before our eyes and God’s “Well done *
sounding in onr ears. The man who carries the hod of mortar up the ladder does
not lay a single brick, but in his measure his service is essential and as worthy as
the architect that planned the building, or the mason that rears its walls. TFrom
this point of view, servant is a grander name than seraph or archangel, for what
would these be if they did not serve or stand and wait? Their wings would droop
and their celestial glory would be quenched in might. * Moses’ minister.”” That
is what Joshua is called. Itis another word for servant, He ministered to, that is,
he served Moses ; and herein lies another lesson, for he wag thereby a servent also
of the Liord. He who well serves the Lord’s servant serves that servant’s Master,
and He says,  Ye did it unto Me.” Oh for & full and perfect measure of this rich
interchange, this interlinking of lives and sympathies, servants of each other, vying
in a holy rivalry as to who shall be the lowliest, readiest, willingest servant of the
servants of the Lord! * Spake to Joshua.” Joshua was born when Moses was an
exile and a stranger hidden for his life among the wilds of Midien. There’s
another lesson of great value in this. It did not seem likely then, did it ? that Moses
should ever be a leader of men, the emancipator of a nation. Providence sees and
plans for a long time ahead of our to-day, and holds in reserve agents and forces
ibat we cannot see; and because we cannot see them we doubt and question and in
the face of the unlikely we say, ** It cannot be.” That solitary pale-faced and half-
starved monk in a German cell; how is he to shake all Europe and make the Pope
tremble on his throne? There is nothing more unlikely : and yet Frederic, Prince
of Saxony, is being placed by God upon his throne to be & ready and brave helper
when the time came; and before Luther left his cell, Providence had sprung upon
the world the printing press, which was to be Luther’s deadliest artillery. God's
plans are laid ; His movements are in process, and for the fulfilment of every pur-
pose that He cherisheth there shall come the hour and the man. Now mark, that
this is true in our own individuel history and experience, Every humble and
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trustful disciplo of the Liord Jesus is the ward of Divine Providence. Listen: *“ The
(od of my mercy sholl prevent me”’; that is, shall go before me. You look forward
with an anxious eye and heart to some possible contingeney, and say, ** It is sure
to hoppen.” Time passes, and perhaps it does happen ; but you find that mean-
while God hath atationed at that point something or somebody that acts as o huffer
to the blow, and although your Moses may fail you at your need, some Joshua
comes in to fill the gap and meet the need of the moment to the full. * Thercfore
arise.” There is an old saying that there is much virtae in an ¢ if ”’; it appears to
me that there is much virtue in this word ¢ therefore.” Moses is dead, therefore
arise. Remembering who Moses was and how entirely Moses was depended on, it
would seem more natural to say, ¢ Therefore lie still ; this is a blow from which
you cannot recover."” ‘When he was alive you often asked him to take you back to
Egypt for safety’s snke. Now that he is dead, you had better take yourselves back,
for it you are not drowned in an attempt to pass the river, the Canaanites will dig
your graves on the other side. Now is not that the kind of “ therefore ”” with which
the Church of God is sadly familiar, and with which those who have relationship
with faint-hearted people have a saddening acquaintance? A stay and pillar of the
Church dies or removes,  therefore nothing can be done ; what can we do without
him?" Here is & man who starts in business. Things do not advance as he
wishes. He therefore must shut up his shop, be content to collapse. Surely that
logic will be laughed at. Well, do not let us hear it in the Church; do not let us
say it in presence of our obstacles. If the axe is blunt, grip it with both hands and
put more strength into the blow. No fretting, no retreating, no conferring with
doubts and fears. Is Moses dead ? Therefore arise! Cross hands over the dead
hero’s coffin, and vow to Heaven to take his name as a new watchword, and to cross
the Jordan while the earth is still fresh upon his grave. ‘¢ Go over this Jordan.”
In measuring the chances of doing a thing you must take into account who orders
it. It was Napoleon who said to the Freneh army, “ Go over the Alps.” It would
not have been done under anybody else’s guidance. It was God that said to
Joshua, “ Go over this Jordan.” Then though it be as deep as the sea, though
it swirl like & whirlpool, though it rush like Niagara, he will go to yonder side.
There is just one other lesson that I would fain gather from these suggestive
words—** The land which I do give them.” First, God had said to them while in
Egypt, *“ The land which I will give them.” Oh! what weary years of waiting
followed! At last they had given it up. They said, ¢ Where is the promise of
His coming?” Then the lash of the taskmaster fell and silenced them. Now
they are in sight of it, and He says, ‘‘ The land which I do give them.” The
promise is in the very act of being fulfilled. By and by the waters parted and let
them through, and, as they stand on the plains of Sharon, or lie at rest under the
shadow of the hills of Lebanon, God says, ‘‘ The land which I have given them ! ™
Mark the tenses, how they change: I will give, I do give, I have given.”
Men and brethren, that is God’s order. He is faithful that promised. (J. J. Wray.)
Dignity of God’s service :—The first graveyard which meets the.eye in the Moravian
cemetery of Herrnhut bears the inscription, * Christian David, the servant of the
Lord.” This was in life the high distinction of the humble and apostolic colleagne
of Count Zinzendorf, and was even recognised by the Imperial Council of Russia
when the Moravian carpenter had occasion to appear before it. Moses and
Joshua :—Moses’ work ended at Jordan—Joshua’s began at Jordan. History is
vested in the life of its representative men, and has in it no gaps. The mantle of
Elijah falls on Elisha, and the next generation was provided for before Moses
went up into Nebo. Moses wanted to go over Jordan. It seemed to him, most
likely, that he died before his time. And yet his work, as we can see it now,
was a completed and a nicely-rounded one. His commission was to bring the
Hebrews to the Jordan ; Joshua’s commission was to bring them over the Jordan
and establish them in Cansan. We are to learn from such representantive instances
that when a man is interested in nothing but to do the work that God sets him, he
will never die till the work is done thoroughly nnd successfully. Among the little
servants of God there are no frllen buds, and among the adult servants of God no
broken columns. (C. H. Parkhusst, D.D.) The new leader :—It has been said,
 Great men have no successors,” But if we mean by successor one who takes up
the work where his predecessor has left it, and develops it according to the Divine
ideal, then all men, great and small alike, have successors. As Pascal puts it,
“You cannot produce the great man before his time, and you cannot make him
die before his time ; you cannot displace nor advance bim, nor put bim back; you
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cannot continue his existence, and replace him, for he existed only because he had
his work to do; he exists no longer, because there is no longer anything for him to
do: and to continue him is to continue a useless part.” A worthy successor to the
great leader had been found. The Divine choice, n choice which had been revenled
to Moses before his death, and which greatly gladdened his heart, had fallen upon
Joshua, There were reasons for this choice of Joshua which we do well to consider ;
for if his preparation for this high place was not so romantio or so miraculous as
that of Moses, it was none the less effective and Divine. His training was, like ours,
of a more homely pattern. I. It can scarcely be doubted that Josiva’s LINEAGE had
romething to do with God’s choice. His parents were slaves, and though the bloody
edict enncted in Moses’ infant days had long since been repealed, these serfs had
felt to the {ull the bitterness of bondage. But notwithstanding all, they had not
lost faith and hope in God ; and we get a glinpse into their souls' state through the
significant name they gave their firstborn. They called him * Hoshen,” that is
¢ Salvation.” Surely their infant’s name is the very echo of their father Jacob's
dying words to Dan, ““I have waited for Thy salvation, O Lord.” We can well
believe that Joshua was brought up in an atmosphere of hope. It is more than
likely, from what we know of the habits of the ancient Egyptians, that in a corner
of his father’s lowly dwelling stood an object which often excited his childish wonder
and curiosity. It was a mummy case, painted all over with strange devices and
curious figures, which with its somewhat faded richness presented a strange contrast
to the mean furniture of the dwelling. ¢ Within it,”” we can easily imagine his
mother telling him, ¢ are preserved the bones of Joseph.” * But why do you keep
Joseph’s bones ?”' ¢ Because when he lay dying he gave commandment concerning
them,” &c. The child would listen and ponder, and look with new solemnity on
that sacred trust; then he might ask, ¢ Mother, was that true which Joseph said
when he was dying ?”’ * Yes, my boy.” * Then why do we not go at once—

<« Mother, oh where is that blissful shore,
Shall we not seek it and weep no more'?”

«We must wait God’s time. We are His pcople, and He knows what is best.” « Will
it be long till that day comes?” ‘I cannot tell, but I do not think it will be very
long, for God said to our great father Abraham that we would go back to it in the
fourth generation, and the time must be near.” Thus the influences that surrounded
Joshua in his youth must have moulded his character and prepared him for the
place he took, first as Moses’ lieutenant, then as leader of Israel; and the assurance
of the truth of Joseph’s dying words must have mollified the bitterness of that cruel
bondage. Every visitation of judgment would be a confirmation of his faith, and
every trial a purifying furnace to remove his dross. He would hear from his father
and grandfather, who were elders of the important tribe of Ephraim, the precise
particulars of the Divine commission, and while they, with the other elders, were
under Moses and Aaron attending to the more difficult and important matters in
connection with the proposed Exodus, it is very likely that, following his natural
bent of mind, he would be actively employed in attempting to organise the people
and prepare them for a simultaneous movement. Thus while this champion first
steps into the arena when Israel confronts Amalek, we may well suppose that he had
done yeoman's service before, and his fitness and aptness for his life’s work must
have depended in great measure on home surroundings. II. JosHUA’S CHARACTER
had also to do with this choice. Its constituent elemnents were noble and simple,
easily understood and readily appreciated. He was every inch a soldier, brave and
manly, simple in habit, straightforward in speech, cool-headed, warm-hearted,
energetic, swift in thought and action. He was firm as a rock, true as steel.
Nothing could exceed his fidelity. How true was he, above all, to his God! So
was he with his master. He never failed Moses. At all times he was jealous for
his honour, and would tolerate nothing derogatory to his dignity and authority. He
was even true to his enemies. He kept his word and carried out his engagements,
in the spirit as well as the letter, though trapped by guile into the making of them.
His courage also was of the loftiest kind. It could face not only enemies, but, harder
fur, misguided friends. Like all noble natures, Joshua was also unselfish, humble,
and modest. He had learned to obey, and was therefore fit to command. His
patience and hopefulness were also very marked, and much needed in the leader of
such a people as Israel. He was able to endure the fatigues of the march as well as
the rush of battle, not fainting under the hardships of the weary campaign, but ever
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on the alert to push every advantage to its utmost limit, and always, by his cheerful
bearing and cheery words, keeping up the hearts of the people. He was a leader
nlert, citcumspecet, prudent, lenving nothing to chance or the chapter of happy
accidentn, but doing everything that foresight could suggest for the attainment of
the ond in view. III. JosHua’s TRAINING had also to do with this choice. When
he was put ot the head of the people he was no novice. Joshua was the oldest man
in the camp with the single exception of Caleb ; therefore he was a man of experienco
and ripened wisdom. We have nlready spoken about that home school, in which
his parents were the teachers. This was the granitic foundation of wall his
subsequent greatness. He was also taught in the grand and stirring school of the
Exodus. Here God Himself was Joshua's teacher, Great national events have a
high educational value. The stimulus of stirring times is deep, formative, and all
pei‘vnsive. Still another school furnished Joshua with valuable instruction, and
that was the camp of Israel. If by the wonders of the Exodus he was taught to
know God, by the conduct of Israel he would learn to know man. Day by day he
would be learning how to command and lead. And without doubt the crowning
lessons in this long preparatory course would be imparted in the tent of Moses.
Moses’ tent was Joshua’s college. And the very fact that he had been associated so
long with Moses as his lieutenant would not only prepare himself but also the minds
of the people for this change. IV. This choice of Joshua had also reference to the
CHARACTER OF THE WoRK that had to be done. The great work now before Israel is
to conquer and divide the land. This was a kind of work most congenial to Joshua,
and for which he had received special preparation. He is the right man for the
present work, as Moses was the right man for the past. V. Also, this significant
choice had reference to the GREAT PLAN oF Gop in the economy of redemption.
¢ Moses My servant is dead.” Thus said Jehovah. Therefore Moses brought no
one into the inheritance. Israel lost sight of him for ever, before they put down a
foot in Canaan. If they are to pass over that Jordan, and possess the land, it
cannot be under Moses. This act of leadership is deliberately taken out of his
hands by God Himself. Surely the lesson is plain to all who know the essence of
the gospel. ‘“ By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight.”
The law brings no one into God’s heritage. But what Moses could not do Joshua
was raised up to accomplish. If we would enter into God’s inheritance we must
turn from Moses and look to Joshua. Who was he? A man in all points made
like his brethren ; not nurtured in Pharaoh’s palace like Moses, but born with them
in Goshen, sharing their burdens, labouring side by side with them, atficted in all
their afflictions, bearing their griefs and carrying their sorrows. Who cannot see
here a picture of God’s own Son, “made of a woman, made under the law ”?
Turn from the low to the gospel. What is your hope of glory, Moses or Jesus?
Yet we must never dream that Moses and Joshua are antagonistic. There is no
quarrel in God’s economies. Just as Moses and Joshua wrought together for the
same great end, 8o is it with the law and the gospel. (4. B. Mackay.) Whom do
I succeed 2—Every age succeeds an age marked by greatness peculiarly its own.
‘We are born now into a grand civilisation ; it admits of no indolence, or reluctance
as to work, and it cannot be satisfied by what is petty, perfunctory, and inexpensive
as to the strength which is laid out upon it. History brings its respoosibilities.
To be born immediately after such and such leaders have played their part in the
world’s theatre is itself to have a cross of no mean weight laid upon the shoulder.
‘We may close our eyes nnd think nothing about these things, but we do not thereby
make them the less realities, nor do we thereby destroy the standard of judgment
which they force upon us and by which our life will be tested. Every man should
sny, “ Whom do I succeed? Whose are these footprints near the place whereon I
stand? Has a giant been here—a great leader, a noble sufferer, a patient student,
a father great in love, n mother greater still ?—then my responsibility begins with
their greatness and goodness ; what I have to do,” the soliloguist should say, *is to
goon: where they have been great, I must try to be greater still—or if not along
their line, along some line of my own—so that the ages may not stagger backwards,
but with stendiness and majesty of strength advance from one degree to another as
the light increnses to the perfect day.” (J. Parker, D.D.) Promotion :—When a,
merchant has a veeaney in his establishment, he promotes to it that one of his
servants who in the post which he has been occupying has displayed the greatest
mensure of fidelity and perseverance; and, when a youth applies for a situation, the
success of his application will depend on the report which his former employer gives
regarding him or op the record which he has written for himself in school. But it
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is not otherwise in the providence of God. Those who fill best the spheres in which
they have been placed are, in general, those who are in the long run advanced to
higher positions; while they who despise the small things of their present duties
are left to sink into still deeper obscurity. (Christian World Pulpit.) Death and
its legsons :—The man to whom the charge is nddressed is the inferior, in every
way, of hir master. A good man, a brave soldier, n disinterested head of the
State—this he is. But the zest and the sparkle has gone out of the history with
Moses ; the passage of the river is n feeble repetition of tho passnge of the sca;
and the scene to which it admits Tsrael is one, for the most part, of comparatively
* common day "—alternations of fighting and resting, victories ilnperfectly followed
up. Acquiescences, languid and faithless, in a virtual partition of Canasn between
Israel and Israel's foe. It is the more lifelike ns a picture of the fortunes of our
race. It is thus that earth’s history is written, it is thus thot the strenm of time
flows on. The Moses is followed by the Joshua, the morning of promise by the
noonday of disappointment, both alike pointing onward, onward still, to a sunset
long delayed, and an evening time which shall at last be light. The hero of
strategy or prowess—the genius of discovery or imagination-—the prophet of earth
or heaven—lives not o reap, leaves the harvest to another, looks abroad from his
Pisgah upon worlds unconquered, feels at last that he rather stops the onward
march of a generation whose turn is come. It is well. Man must be little if he
would be great—mnst see himself but an atom in the universe of life if he would
do aunything that is real in the work which is all God’s. And he has his reward.
The man that ‘‘knows the blessedness of being little» is disembarrassed of the
self-consciousness which is battling to be great. That energy is all free for action
which loses no time in contemplating itself. That * ability” grows apace in
vigour which remembers that it is of ¢ God’s giving.” It was so with Moses. His
one prayer was, ‘“ Let the God of the spirits of all flesh set a man over His con-
gregation.” Upon him, when he was found, he laid his hand, presented him
instantly to the congregation as the man of the future, and ‘ put some of his own
honour at once upon him, that the congregation might understand and be obedient.”
He has his reward. This it is which eases life of its carefulness. This it is which
makes greatness endurable as well as possible—the thought that God has no need
of it, can raise up even from the stones & workman and a patriof, metes not with
man’s measure and reckons not by man’s years. *“I am the Lord, I change
not ' ; therefore ye sons of men can both quietly serve and peacefully fall on sleep.
« Moses My servant is dead.” Yes, *‘ My servant,” though he once * spake un-
advisedly "’ ; yes, ““ My servant,” though he was refused his heart’s prayer; yes,
« My servant,” though he might not go over Jordan. * Mosés Myservantisdead ”:
even when we are judged, we are but chastened ; yea, if we not only suffer for our
sins, but even sleep! *Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan.” The work of
God is not ended. Rather are we always on the brink of a river that must be
crossed, and in sight of a land that has to be congquered. Who can look around
him on the face of this earth, and so much as dream that Jordan is crossed, that
Canaan is occupied ? Who could live this life if he did not feel and know that
effort, that progress, is its law ? What we look forth upon, from the spot which is
« this present,” is & work, and it is a warfare. With our guides or without them,
it is quite evident that there rolls a deep and a rapid river hetween us and rest,
between us and a land of promise, which is that new heaven and earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness, We cannot pretend to say that intelligence such as we
possess, that civilisation such as we have attained, that religion such as a Christen-
dom realises, is satisfactory, is successful, is victorious, whether in the aspect of
happiness or in the aspect of good. Everything is in conflict, everything is in
struggle, everything is (at best) in a condition of movement and in a condition of
hope. The plain of Moab is our world—a cold, broad stream divides us from any-
thing that we can call rest, from anything that we can call possession. My
servant is dead, now therefore arise, and go over.” There is a vacancy, which you
must fll. That is one lesson of death. Itis a summons to the living. God has
lost & workman—will you take his place? Terrible would it be for this nation if
either growing luxury or spreading vice should diminigh the supply of strong men
for the carrying on of the work of God in England. Itis not the decay of genius
which is formidable—it is the decay of strength. Joshua was (in many senses)
the inferior of Moses, but that inferiority was no loss, on the whole, to his country;
he had his work, as Moses had his—and, like Moses, he did it. * My Ferva.nt is
dead ; therefore arise and go aver,” If there is a call in death, thero ig also an
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encouragement. See, it says to us, what life is. See the blessedness of God's
gervice. Honr Him say of the departed, ** My servant still. The man who has
gerved God in his generation shall never die. He is in the hands of God, though
it be out of the sight of the living. * My servant is dead; arise therefore, and gO
over,” whither he, we trust, is gone. In the words of the historic parable of
Ascension Day, * Take ye up the mantle that fell from him, and with it smite the
waters—that, like him, and after him, you in your turn may pass over dryshod.”
(Dean Vaughan.)  Arise, go over this Jordan.— T he campaign commenced :—I. WaaT
THE LORD BPAKB UNTO JOSHUA; OR, THE ISSUE OF THE ORDER. Never was a mightier
task assigned to any man than to Joshua ; and yet never did any man start forth
botter equipped than he, for observe, the Lord gives him—(1) An express warrant;
(2) glorious and gracious promises; (3) hearty encouragement; (4) clear directions.
JI. WHAT JOSHUA COMMANDED THE PEOPLE ; OR, HIS PROCLAMATION OF THE LORD’s
orpen. 1. His obedience is prompt and unquestioning. No * wherewith ” ig inter-
posed ; no sign asked. He does not pause or procrastinate, but *then” (ver. 10) and
there, like a man of activity, he issues the order to the tribes through their officers,
bidding the people at once prepare them victuals for the journey; yea, strong in
faith, and full of the Holy Ghost, he announces that ¢ within three days they are
to cross the Jordan. 2. As Joshua's obedience was prompt, so was it thorough.
He will not do God’s work by halves, nor go to war withount all the army. III.
‘WHAT THE PEOPLE ANSWERED JOSHUA; OR, THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE LORD’S ORDER.
“QOnly be strong, and of good courage’’! They indicate that Joshua had re-
hearsed in their ears the charge that God had given him. The key to their import
is found in the clause, * thou and all this people” (ver. 2). They recognise their
union with their captain. Thus their exhortation may be regarded as an echo, and
an acceptance of the call to effort and endurance. Lessons: 1. There is great
encouragement here for all who, like Joshua, are called tooccupy posts of authority,
responsibility, or difficulty. 2. The same consolation belongs to every Christian.
‘We all have a warfare to accomplish, a Jordan to pass over, an inheritance to seek.
The call of God, the promises of God, and the presence of God are our warrant.
3. A deeper lesson remains, respecting the office of Jesus. He is the Captain of
the Lord’s host. (G. W. Butler, M.4.) Joshua successor to Moses :—1. Every
man who is doing enything worth working at is some one’s successor, and in time
must be succeeded by some one. Alas for the man who succeeds only to a place
to occupy, and not to a work to do! Joshua was successor to a grand man in a
wonderful work. 2. Every man’s work is a continuation. ‘‘The workmen die,
but the work goes on.” 3. Every man’s work is his own. It differs from that of
him who went before, and of him who will come after. Moses had been trained
in Pharaoh’s court and among Jethro’s flock ; Joshua in the brickyards of Egypt
and in the army of Israel. Each had been fitted for the work he was to do. And
every man’s work is shaped by that of his predecessor. I. GoD GIVES MEN DEFINITE
woRK To po. It is important that you know your vocation. God has called you to
His likeness and His service ; to be as Christ was in the world, with His mind in
you and His work upon your hands; to manifest the Father to men, and to lead
men to the Father. It is your definite work, your one great aim as Christians, as
God’s children, whether you accept it or not —your only worthy aim. II. A
DEFINITE WORK DEMANDS AN EQUALLY DEFINITE 1Aw. If the work be given, the law
for its prosecution must be given also from the same source. God has been good
to His people in perpetuating for them the written Word, enlarged and modified
for their changing conditions. The object-lessons, which were needed in the
childhood of the race, gave way to the precepts which might better guide its youth ;
and these in turn yielded to the statement of the great principles of all right feeling
and conduct, with the declaration of which the canon is closed, and which need no
addition, because they are adaptable to every variety of condition and culture.
IIT. A Drvine HerrEr. When the Lord gives o mon a work to do which is beyond
his power, He always promises the needed aid. * Go over this Jordan, and divide
this land among My people,” says the Lord; but God says also, ““As I was with
Moses, so I will be with thee. I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” But, beside
the promise of o Divine Helper, Joshua had both the vision of His person and the
experience of His aid. We, too, may listen, and hear the promise coupled with the
command, We also may look up and see, not in vision, but in the mirror of His
Word, the Captnin of our salvation, the Lord of war and righteousness, nrmed
for our defence, at hand for our deliverance. No life is worth the living unless it
gets before itself s work worthy to be done. No life can do a worthy work save as
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it recognises the Divine law, and avails itself of the Divine Helper. With these
three outward conditions of his suecess, there needed one quelity on Joshua’s pnrt
to make it sure, and that was—IV. A BRavE meant. Dut the courage cams from
his confidence in ibe Divine mission, the Divina law, aud the Divine Helper. So,
too, may it be for ne all. I we know that the Lord our God is with us, we shall
not be afraid nor dismayed; but we too shall be prospered, and shall have good
success., (Scrmons by the Monday Club.) The commission of Joshua :—1. '['um
DIVINE COMMISSION IS GIVEN TO MEN WEO ARE PECULTARLY FITTED FOR TRE WORE. In
one respect all men arve weak ; but in their weakness they must not be weaklings.
God can use all men; but He never calls one io a burden that is beyond his ability
to carry.  Man must become worthy or willing before God will commission him
to any work. God cannot make much of any man who does not make much of
himself. We too often speak as if God gives man his chnvneter; it is all
wrong. By Divine help every man makes himsell and develops his own
powers, for the exercise or misuse of which he alone is responsible. It is
every man's privilege to be worthy of receiving the Divine call. II. Tae
SOURCE OF ALL STRENGTH Is Gon. 1. God wants strong men. There is no
strength without symmetry. Samson’s strength was counterbalanced by his
moral weakness. Benedict Arnold ranked among the nation’s heroes at
Ticonderogn. bal the lurking perfidy of his heart betrayed the traitor at last. The
intellectunl brilliancy of an Aaron Bwrr could not raise him to any greatness so
long as his moral nature was corrupt. Washington was as great a power in
national affairs on account of his moral nature as from his civic deeds; so of
Lincoln and Grant. 2. All strength springs from within. You cannot make any
man stronger than he is. Place him in favouring circumstances, but these cannot
control him, except as they mark his weakness. You may bolster men, but this
gives no manhood ; may extol them above their deserts, but all the puffs of adula-
tion make them no stronger. The whole world cannot make any man to be worth
more than he is in himself. This strength is possible to all. Take away bodily
fear. or timidity as to others’ opinions, and every man can be strong. There is no
sight more sublime than man enduring the flames that scorch him in the path of
duty ; mightier than the mighty rebukes of millions as he walks alone ; undismayed,
as Christlike he stands with some repentant child of sin, for Christ’s sake. The
*¢ image of God ”’ can surpass in sublimity and divinity all else the world has ever
seen, because the measure of the obstacles he overcomes marks the heroism of his
own soul. 3, God promises help in thus gaining strength. What power in the
words: ** As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee,’* &c. Stronger yet the pro-
mise : * The Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” There is no
strength without God.  Power comes only when the watchward is *“Immnnuel.”
«1 can do all things,” &c. Lhkere is no truly great man who is ungodly.
It takes a great hope to give great courage. III. THEY WHoSE STRENGTH 1S IN
Gor ARE IvvINCIELE. There is no such bulwark as the iruth; no such power
as comes from the consciousmess of doing right. There is no such sirength
as the man possesses whose conscience is clear. One such man can chase a
thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight. It is not necessary for men with
truth on their side to take up the world’s methods in their plans and plottings.
Men in whom God dwells are as truly unharmed by evil as they are by the storms
that can do no more than wet their cheeks. The world cannot crush God’'s
children ; it can erown with thorns, but it cannoi, with all its might, cast off from
memory the crown of the just. It can build bonfires, make dungeons, and sharpen
sabres, but it cannot weaken the joys that count all these only as symbols of their
awift entrance upon a better life. IV. THE DOUNDE OF ALL §UCCESSFUL SERVICE ARE
IX THE WRITTEX WorD. o far as history has a voice, God has never left Himself
without a witness of His truth., Sinai’s law was but the expression of prineciples
Jong before partially known. Twice in the record of this commission of Joshua
the condition of prosperity is given as obedience *“to all the law ”” made known
through Moses: ““Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left,” &e.
It was this same law that should never depart out of his mouth; day
and night he should meditate upon its precepts, and watch closely ‘ to do
according to all that is written therein: for them thou shalé meke thy
way prosperous,” &c. The truth of ihis grand principle has been stamped
upon the world wherever civilisation has gained a hold. (Dawid 0. Mears.)
Taking possession of our inheritance :—1. TAKE A BURVEY OF THE INHERITANCE.
1. I would say of this inheritance which God has prepared for His gaints, and hag
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given to them by o covenant of salt, that it is exceeding broad. All that we can
think or desire is ours in the covenant of grace. There are immeasurable breadths
nnd lengths, but we confine ourselves to close quarters. Truly ‘‘ there is very
much land yet to be possessed’” ! Some graces you must have, or you are not
snved ; some sins must at once be driven out of your life at the sword’s point, or
you are not the Lord’s. As for the choicer graces, you are foolish indeed if you
think of doing without them ; and as for the less violent sins, you err greatly if
you spare one of them. 2. This heritage is exceedingly desirable. When sin is
driven out, and we come to live in God's own land, then we find precious
treasure ; we dig, and we nre enriched. We have all things in Christ; yea, in
Him we have all that our utmost want can require. 3. This heritage, upon
which we are now looking down from the summit of our faith, is full of variety.
Here are Hermons of experience, Tabors of communion, Jabboks of prevailing
prayer, and Cheriths of Divine providence. The revelation of God is a blessed
country, full of all menner of delights. They that live in Christ dwell in spiritual
realms, which for light and joy are as heaven below. Above all things, it is *“ Thy
land, O Immanuel”’! II. GLANCE AT THE TITLE DEEDS OF OUR INHERITANCE.
1 would not mind exhibiting our title before the whole bench of judges, for it has
no flaw in it, and will stand in the highest court. 1. First, notice its covenant
character: ‘I have given it to you.” You will find the full conveyance in Gen.
xv. 18-21. Each believer may say, ‘“ He hath in Christ Jesus made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure ; and therefore do I possess all
spiritual blessings, and shall possess them world without end.” 2. Observe, next,
that this deed of gift is notable for its graciousness. How does it run? Which I
do ‘“sell” to them? Ah, no! It is no sale, but a free gift. 3. Note well the
righteousness of our title: “ Which I do give to them.” The Lord God has a
right to give what He pleases, for * the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof,
the world, and they that dwell therein.” Of Hisown has He given unto us. In the
great sacrifice of His dear Son He has satisfied all claims of justice, and He acts
justly when He blesses largely those for whom Jesus died. 4. Do not fail to see its
sureness: ‘ The gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” *1I do give,”
saith He, and thus He stands to His act and deed. Oh, children of God, what do you
think of your title-deeds? You stand possessed of your kingdom by the gift of Him
who has a right to give what He pleases. The kingdom is given you because it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give it to you. Not only was it His good pleasure,
but it remains so. What great simpletons we are if we do not take possession of
the brave country which is ceded to us! III. LET US MAKE A MOVE TOWARDS OUR
ProssessIONS. There is your land, but Jordan rolls between. 1. The first thing to
do in this matter is to go over this Jordan. Come out from the world, and be
separate. The land of gracious experience is meant for you to dwell in, so that you
may be recognised as the Lord’s peculiar people, separated unto the Most High.
Oh, for that decisive step by which, like Abraham, you come out from your
father’s house that you may be a sojourner with God in the land which His grace
will show you! 2. Having decided for the Lord, you are next to take possession by
an act of simple faith. Iivery place in the grace country upon which the sole of
your foot shall tread is yours. You will remember that the Red Indians agreed to
sell to William Penn as much land as e man could walk round in a day; and I do
not wonder that at the end of the day they complained that the white brother had
made a big walk. I think I should have put my best leg foremost if whatever I
could put my foot upon would be mine; would not you? Why, then, do you not
hurry up in spiritual matters? Do you value earthly things more than spiritual ?
Mark, then, that if you put your foot down upon a blessing, and say, * This is
mine,” it is yours. What a very simple operation is the claim of faith!
(C. H. Spurgeon.) Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that
have I given unto you.—The commission for the conquest :—IL. IT was DiviNe. Itis
important to bear this in mind, otherwise we shall misunderstand not only the
whole teaching of this book, but the whole history of Israel as o nation. * Deus
vult” is written on every page, however stnined with blood. Joshua was no
bandit or freebooter, eager for plunder; no Alexander or Napoleon, consumed by
the lust of power and the greed of empire. He was simply a servant, carrying out
the commands of e superior. And in truth there was a Divine necessity for this
commission. If the Divine purposes are to be carried out, if He is to keep His
place as the Judge of all the earth, some such comrmission was a necessity. Is
there anything annlogous to this in the spiritual sphere ? There is. God does not



10 THE BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR. [cmar. 1,

in these days call the Christian to any war such as that to which He enlled Joshun ;
vet there is a holy war, a glorious crusade, in which He would have us all warriors.
Before every one of us He places a double battlefield. There is an onter fight, and
the field of battle is the whole world, according to the gospel commission, *“ Go ye
into all the world,” &e. There is also an inner fight, and the field of battle is the
heart, according to that holy exhortation which urges us to bring every thought into
subjection to the Lord Jesus. IIL It 'was CLEAR IN ITS TEBMS. No doubt could
arise in the mind of Joshus as to what God desired him to do. ** Arise’’! The
wilderness journey is at an end ; the time to take possession has come, Arige from
these weary disciplinary wanderings to high and heroic achievernents. Even so our
commission as Christians [or our twofold fight is clear as dny, and as emphatio as
the Divine lips could make it. Therefore the removal of every valiant soldier of the
Cross should be a mighty stimulus to those left behind. We best revere the
memory ol the good and great who have passed away by giving all diligence to the
work which was so dear to them. III. IT wAs DIFFICULT T0 CARKY ouT, *‘‘ Go over
this Jordan.” Joshua is here put in as great extremity as was Moses at the Red
Sea. Aye, and the crossing of the Jordan is only the first great difficulty among
many. Often, in like manner, obedience to the gospel commission implies the
tacing of difficultics which to the eye of sense are insuperable. The fight of faith
is never easy. IV. IT Wis TERRIBLE IN ITS CONSEQUENCES. When we think of ita
bearing on these Canaanites, we can conceive nothing more appalling. These
nations were like the grass of the field, and Israel was God's scythe to cut them
down. What a contrast to all this have we in the commission of the gospel and
the present work of the Lord Jesus. When on earth He said, “I came not to
destroy men’s lives but to save them,” and the work He has given His followers
now to do is a work of salvation. Surely, then, we should be all the more eager to
carry it out. V. IT was aLso RIGHTEOUS. In this case nothing was done in undue
haste. The Divine patience that had borne with these evil tenants for four hundred
years was marvellous ; and they grew worse and worse all the time. The graciocus
pruse of forly years, after He had made bare His mighty arm before all flesh, by
the wonders done in Zoan’s field, and proclaimed that the time had come when He
was to give this lend to Israel, should have won submission. If now they resist
His action, it is at their peril. If the war in which Joshua was engaged was
righteous, how holy is that war by which righteousness and peace, joy and goodwill,
are multiplied on the earth, The man who consecrates all his faculties to the
downfall of evil, first within and then withoui, whose life is one long struggle
against spiritual wickedness, acts according to the principles of eternal rectitude.
V1. Ir was BENEFICIAL IN ITS RESULTS. He who reads history cannot fail to ses
that impure and enfeebled races and nations have been the prey of those who have
been comparatively pure and strong; and thus, by conquest, take it all in all,
civilisation has been advanced, and the state of the race as a whole ameliorated.
Better & bad limb be cut off than the whole body mortify. Such national surgery
may be terrible, bui it is beneficial. In like manner, by unflinching valour in the
fight of faith, the children of God become the world’s best benefactors. In
conquering evil within and without, we not only do good to ourselves but to the
whole human race. * Ye are the salt of the earth.” Without this preserving salt
of Christlike souls how soon would the carcase become corrupt and the eagles of
judgment alight. VIIL IT BAD ALSO A WIDE BEFEBENCE AND A NARROW APPLICATION.
It spoke of the country which stretched * from the wilderness and this Lebanon.”
Thus the inheritance of Israel embraced a territory of great richness, beauty, variety,
and compactness. Yet while Joshna’s commission embraced the whole land, the
land becatne the possession of Israel only as it was subdued acre by acre. These
ancient warriors had not only to take the title-deeds, but also to enier into possession.
To do the first was easy; to do the second was hard. Even so is it with the
Christian. He has indeed a goodly heritage—a whole heaven of spiritual
blessedness. ¢ All things are yours.” * Blessed with all spiritual blessings in
henvenly places.” But we cannot enjoy one of thesa blessings apart from the
conflict of faith. (4. B. Mackay.) Chonership and possession :—Here is a greal
promise with a sharp limitation: ““ Every place is yours—but every place only as
you tread upon it, occupy, subdue, possess it.” A most instructive parallel
might be drawn between the subjugation of Palestine by Israel and the settlement
of Ametica by the English, In both cases tyranny at home had much to do with
the movement, for the Stuarts of England and the Pharachs of Egypt held
egsentinlly the same views of royal prerogative. In both cages the country wag
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nlrondy occupled by ahorigines, and the free, wild life of the Jebusites and
the Amorités was not unlike that of the Iroquois and Hioux Indians. In both
cnges the land was parcelled out before it was actually possessed. In hoth cases
possession was achieved only through long and obstinate struggle with an enemy
continually defeated, but stubbornly refusing to submit. According to the royal
grants, Mnssachusetts and Virginia reached through to the Pacific Ocean. [t
required five minutes to draw the long parallels on the royal map; it needed two
centurios ectually to push civilisation across the continent, and the work is not yet
finished, Ownership comes before possession, and is useless withoutit. The Divine
giving isalways donc along this line, ' In dealing with the fields and the forests, God
pours out sunshine and rain unasked, and the earth can only lie helpless, now
flooded and now parched with heat. But in dealing with men made in His image,
God’s giving is a far finer and more subtle process. There is in it a wondrous
delicacy that scems to fear refusal, that is busied chiefly with finding a place in
which the gift is woanted. He gives us the title-deed, the motive-power, the
strength, the gladness, and then says, ‘ Enter and possess.” We are all familiar
with this in the intellectual realm. You put into your son’s hand a Virgil or a
Shakespeare. ‘Now,” you say, ‘‘hehas the works of Shakespeare, or Virgil.”
Has them ?—he has the possibility, the opportunity ! It is a great thing to have
that; thousands have remained ignorant for want of that. But when you possess
an author, the book in the hand will be only a subordinate affair. You will know
the men himself; lines will flash out upon you at your toil, great sweet thoughts
will recur in dreams, passages will intertwine with all your daily task, and when
you possess Shakespeare, he will possess you. You give your son teachers and
schools—there your power stops. You seat your daughter at the piano, but for
musical power, culture, achievement—she must enter into and possess these, or she
will for ever stand outside. You buy a home. The papers are signed, the deed is
recorded ; instantaneously the house is yours. But then comes the process of
moving into it. Every season you move a little further in; through days of birth
and bridal when the joy bells ring, through days of grief when all the bells are
muffled, you are growing into that house, and when men ask, ‘ Why don’t you
move up town ? ”’ you say, ¢ My heart is here; this place I love.” So Jesus Christ
comes to a man at the entrance of Christian life, and puts him into ownership.
“ To as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God.”
He bestows upon us the title-deeds unencumbered. He spreads before us a great
territory, and says, ‘* That is yours.” ITorgiveness for sing that are past, an inner
quietness which naught can ruffle, a balm for life’s hurts and bruises, a daily
strength for daily needs, a courage that rises with obstacles and never knows
defeat, all this is ours—if we will make it ours. Ours to possess, to enjoy, to
experience. There is an old-fashioned phrase that had a deal of truth in it—
‘‘experiencing religion.” A man has just as much religion as he has experienced ;
only when talking of our experience let us not go back twenty years—let us review
the last twenty-four hours. How was it with me last evening? Was God last night
in 'my soul, was I filled with serenity and courage and devotion to other souls, not
twenty years ago, but last night? Our Bible is no larger than our reading of the
Bible. Some men have a Bible consisting of a few Psalins and halt a dozen chapters
inthe Gospels. Others have a Bible that is a patchwork of half-remembered texts,
put together in childhood and now badly faded. A man with a rich, deep Christian
experience cannot be content with a few threadbare chapters, he is ever reaching
into new territory. So it is with the various great truths of the Christian religion
—all are ours, but ours only as we possess them. The true use of a creed is not to
set forth what men must believe, but to reeord what men do believe. And the man
who is growing will find his creed growing too, growing indeed more simple, but
growing stronger, and deeper, and broader, A grown man with a child’s religion
is like a man trying to content himself with nursery toys—he is soon disgusted
with his attempt. But when a man is constantly moving onward, then one truth
after another will reveal its inner meaning to his soul. We cannot expect that all
truths will be equally precious in any one day. There is a rotation of crops in the
spiritual life, and everything is * beautiful in his time.” There is always one
truth that shines brightest, as there is always one star on the meridian. Other
stars will follow and culminate in their season. I think often with a strange awe
of the first settlers of the Atlantic States, as they came across the sea, bearing the
maps which gave them rights extending to the Pacific. This is just the conditions
of some of us to-day, The boundless possibilities of Christiarity lie before us
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Jesns Christ comes to us saying, It is all yours—a Christian lite, n Christinn

denth. a Christian heaven, it is yours if you will take it.” And if we do not by

voluntary act enter into what He offers, then the offer is to us nbsolutely worthless.

The truth heard Sunday after Sunday is then only a genuine damage, making the

heari each week less sensitive, less responsive—** it hardens all within and petrifies

the feeling.” But let us return to the text again. * Every place that the sole of

vour foot shall tread upon”—surely there is & hint here of the slow and toilsome

process of spiritual acquisition. I do not hold out before any man a Christian life

that is free from effort. Christianity ai sight is always r delusion. At sight

of Jesus we are indeed ushered into new relation and position. But then comes

the path, sometimes winding through the shadow, somstimes leading straight uphill,

alwars leading heavenward and always bright with an unseen Friend. So il is with

the enlire advance of the Church of Jesus Christ. Sometimes when wa are

impatient and fretful let us romember that here, too, walking is the normal
movement. Why God deesn’t convert India to-deyis to us a mystery. That grent
movements should pace so slowly, and the advance be so measured and unequal,

seems to us incomprehensible. One other suggestion is here—a hint that the farther
a man travels the richer he becomes. Mountain range or lowly valley, forest or
verdant meadow, whatsoever experience of God’s love and grace we pass through,
that is ours for ever. We learn more of man's weakness but more of God's
power, and the more we truly know the gladder shall we really be. New
experiences are to be ours, and the best is yet to come. (W. H. P. Faunce.)
Foothold :~There are many curious legends regarding the way in which land grants
were given in former times. We read of one man who got from his king as much
land as he could ride round while the king slept; of another who was granted as
much land as could be covered by a bull's hide, which he cut inte & continuous
narrow sirip, capable of enclosing a large area; of a third who was promised as
much land as a bushel of barley would sow, which he was careful to sow as
sparsely as posgible, so that it might extend the borders of his farm to the utmost
limits. At an annual fair, held in August, at the village of Carnwath, in Scotland,
a foot-race is run as the tenure by which the property in the neighbourhood is held
by the Lockhart family. The prize is a pair of red hose or stockings, and the pro-
prietor used to have & messenger ready whenever the race was run to tell the
resnlt to the Lord Advocate of Scotland. In conformity with these ancient methods
of land-measuring, God promised to Moses first, and renewed His promise to
Joshua after the death of Moses, that He would give the Israelites every place that
the sole of their foot should tread upon. It was a primitive custom to measure out
the land that was {o be cultivated or built upon by the foot; and a foot is still one
of the terms of measurement among us derived from the human member. By
primitive people the footprint was regarded as the symbol of possession, denoting
that the land had been marked out by the foot of the individuel, and so acquired
as his own property. Some scholars derive the origin of the word * possession”
itself from pedis positio, the position of the foot; and it was a maxim of the
ancient jurists that whatever a person’s foot touched was his. On the tombs of the
ancient Romans, Christians and pagans alike, is often sculptured the symbol of &
foot, to indicate that these tombs were the property of the persons who reposed in
them. This primitive ceremony will also explain the allusion in Psalm eviii.,
where God speaks of dividing Shechem and meting out the valley of Succoth,
casting His shoe over Edom, and triumphing over Philistia, and in this way taking
possession for His people of the whole land of Canaen, while the Book of Ruth
informs us that taking off the shoe from the foot signified the transifer or renun-
ciation of property or of rights. (H. Macmillan, D.D.} Something to be done to
gain possession :—In all primitive melhods of allotting land-—strange na some of
them may appear to the modern legal mind—there was something to be done by
the possessor himself in order to get possession. His tenure was made valid only
by some personal act in connection with the property. He could not own a tract
of land which he had not seen, as you might do in Australia, or New Zealand, or
in the backwoods of America, although you were never there. It was necessary, in
order that the land should become his, that he should do something in connection
with it which implied a personal appropriation on the spot. This is the true
significance of the curious antigue rites by which persons got possession of lznd.
They measured it with their feet, not only in marking it off, but also by passing
frequently to and fro over its surface in ploughing and owing, and all the other
labours reguired for its cultivation, and thus literally obtained s foothold in if,



ciar. 1. JOSHUA. 13

And the snme principle holds good still, although these quaint archaic custorns have
long been discontinued. As regards the new lands in the colonies bestowed upon
emigrants by Government, it is absolutely necessary that the persons to whom they
are allotted should cultivate the ground and erect buildings on it in order Lo secure
their right of possession. They cannot hold their lands merely upon paper, with-
out ever coming near them, or doing anything to reclaim them from the wilder-
ness. It is thus a universally recognised principle that the right of ownership of
the earth is acquired by human labour, man bringing himself in some form or
other into direct personal contact with the soil. This is the ultimate ground of
ownership to which all can appeal. God gave Abraham the promise of possessing
the Holy Land, but Abraham did not get the fulfilment of that promise by remain-
ing in Ur of the Chaldees. He had to leave his home, journey over the wide
intervening desert, and traverse on foot the land of promise from end to end. God
intended the Israelites to measure out with their feet, and so take possession,
according to immemorial custom, of the whole region from Lebanon to the desert,
and from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates. But they stayed their feet, and
actually measured only a little strip of land, which was parcelled out among the
twelve tribes; while the Canaanites, the Philistines, and the Syrians, and all the
desert tribes, were allowed, by the easy terms which the Israelites made with them,
to possess in peace by far the largest part of the heritage of the chosen people.
Even in the palmiest days of David and Solomon, when the possessions of the
Israelites were most extensive, they never reached the limits which God had
intended for them. The grent lesson, then, which the text conveys to us is that
the Israeliles owned only as much of the land of promise as they actually trod
with the sole of their foot. They bad a large promise, but it was to be made good
by their own exertions. It is God’s law, true of your spiritual inheritance as of the
ancient literal inheritance of Israel, that only as much as you measure out with
the sole of your foot is truly your own. You have the Bible, and you think you
know it well; and yet of this vast religious literature you only really know a mere
fragment. You confine your reading to your favourite passages, while you leave
the rest unstudied; and yet it is in these neglected parts that new truth is most
often to be found. Then you have the privileges and blessings of grace! They
are great and extensive, but they are conditioned by the same law that only what
you live up to, appropriate, and realise of them is your own. God’s superabound-
ing grace is limited by the bounds you yourselves put upon it. If you are made
straitly, God’s blessing must needs straiten to you. Your salvation is just as much
as, and no more than, you yourselves experience of it. Christ says to you in every
case, ‘* According to your faith be it unto you.” Then there is your own individual
Christinn life. What a vast, unclaimed, untrodden land of promise it is! You
bhave each & boundless capacity; ‘ you are made to seek, to long for the infinite
truth, the infinite good, the infinite love.” How little have the greatest saints been
able to fill up the grand outline which God sketched out at first when He made
man in His own image! How far short have you all come of God’s design for you,
and even of your own ideal! You have contracted the bounds of your being and
the bounds of your world to the smallest dimensions by your devotion to the petty
and passing things of earth. And then there is the heavenly Canaan, the true land
of promise, towards which you profess to be walking day by day as pilgrims and
strangers on earth. God has given it to all His true Isrnel; but they shall
only possess as much of it as they shall tread with the sole of their foot. You
will only get as much of heaven as you are fit for; and in the case of many I fear
that will be but a very small bit. (ﬁbid.) All the land of the Hittites.—The
land of the Hittites :—One geographical expression, in the delimitation of the
country, demands a brief explanation. While the country is defined as embracing
the whole territory from Lebanon to the Euphrates, it is also defined ns consisting
in that direction of ‘ all the land of the Hittites.” But were not the Hittites one
of the seven nations whose land was promised to Abraham and the fathers, and not
even the first in the enumeration of these? Why should this great north-eastern
section of the promised domain be designated *‘ the land of the Hittites”’? The
time was when it was a charge against the accuracy of the Scripture record that it
ageribed to the Hittites this extensive dominion. That time has passed away,
inasmuch as, within quite recent years, the discovery has been made that in those
distant times a great Hittite empire did exist in the very region specified, between
Lebanon and the Euphrates. The discovery is based on twofold data: references
in the Egyptian and other monuments to a powerful people, called the Khita
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(Hittites), with whom even the great kings of Egypt had long and bloody wnrs
and inseriptions in the Hittite language found in Hamah, Aleppo, and other
places in Syrin. There is still much obscurily resting on the history of this
people.  That the Hitlites proper prevailed so extensively has been doubted by
some; o Hittite confederacy has been supposed, and sometimes o Hittito aris-
tocracy exercising conirol over a great empire. The only point which it is noces-
sary to dwell on here is, that in representing the tract belween Lebanon and
Euphrates as cquivalent to “* all the land of the Hittites,” the author of the Book
of Joshun made a statement which has been abundently verified by recent
resenrch. (W, G. Blaikie, D.D.) There shall not any man be able to stand
before thee.—Joshua on the march :—* There shall not any man be able,” &e.
* Well,” you say, it does not require any great courage to go out with a backing
like that.”” T reply, God promised Joshua no more than He promises you and me
in our conflicts. The framer of the universe, the chieftnin of nll eternity, has
pledged all His resources to see us through, and He promised no more than that to
Joshua. His first undertaking was to cross the river Jordan in a spring freshet.
You might as well talk of wading across the Hudson river nt Yonken as to think
of wading the river Jordan at the senson of which I am speaking. The Canaanites
on the other side felt perfectly secure. But one day Joshuan orders out his
troops. and tells them to fall into line. ¢ Forward: march!” They pnss on
towards the river, and it seems as if the light armed troops, and the spearmen, and
the archers, and all their leaders, must be swept down in the fearful flood. Let
them prepare, you say, for a watery grave. March on. Come to the other bank.
Thev reach the bank, and they pull themselves up its steep, thirty or forty
feet in height—they pull themselves up the bank by the oleanders, and the
tamarisks, and the willows, until they reach the top. .No sooner have they
climbed up this high bank than with dash, and roar, and terrific rush, the waters of
the Jordan break loose from their strange anchorage. God never makes any pro-
vision for the Christian’s retreat. He clears the path to Canaan if we go ahead;
if we go back, we die. Victory ahead! Darkness, flood, ruin, and death behind !
You say: ** Why didn’t those Canaanites destroy Joshua and his troops while they
had a chance? Here they were, on a bank thirty or forty feet high. There were
the Israelites under Joshua down in the bed of the streanm. Why didn’t the
Canaanites ficht back these invaders ?” The promise had been given, and the
Lord God keeps His promise. * There shall not any man be able to stand before
thee all the days of thy life.” But we cannot stop here. It is no place for
Joshua's troops to stay. What is that in the distance? At the end of a grove of
palms eight miles long is the chief city Jericho, the great metropolis. Take it
Joshua must. ¢ Take it Joshua can’t,” say the unbelievers. Joshua rises up to
his full stature, and he gives the command. He feels the right moment has come,
and he says: *Shout! for the Lord hath given yon the city,” and the command is
heard, and the people all together ery: ¢ Down, Jericho! down, Jericho!” and
that long line of solid masonry begins to quiver, and then crash go the walls, the
temples, the palaces, until the earth quakes, and the heavens are blackened with
the dust, and the shriek of the crushed city and the huzza of the victorious
Israelites commingle. This is no place to stop. ‘“Forward: march!” Thereis a
city of Ai to be taken. ¢ Oh!” says a scouting party just come back from that
city, “ you can take that very easily. Joshua, you need not go; you stay, and a
few of us will go and 1ake that city.” They started out in pompous order to take
the city of Ai. The men of Ai came out and gave one yell, and away ran the
Israelites like reindeer. Our northern troops, at Bull Run, made slow time com-
pared with those Israelites with the men of Ai after them. We have no right to go
into the Lord’s conflict having only half our force. Body, mind, soul, reputation,
property—everything—must be marshalled, equipped, launched for God, -and
against our enemics. And soon the retreating army come up. They say: *“Oh!
general, we are all cut to pieces. Those men of Ai are awful people. We are all
cut to pieces.” Joshua falls down on his face in chagrin. But how did God
arouse Joshua? Did He address him in some complimentary apostrophe? No.
He says: “ Get thee up. Why liest thou thus on thy face?” Joshua arose, 1
suppose, looking mortified ; but his old courage came back again. He marshals
all the Israelites, and he says: * We will go up en masse, and we will take the city
of Ai.” And as I see the smoke of the burning city curling in. the sky, and
as I hear the groans of the defeated men of Ai, and the victorious shout of the
Israelites, Joshua hears something better than that: s There shall not any man
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bo able,” &e. Joshua's troops cannot stop yet. * Forward: march!” says Joshua ;
for thero is tho city of Gibeon; it has put itsel! under the wing of Joshua’s
protection, and Joshua must defend it. Joshua makes a three days’ march
in one night. Preparc now to see the Gettysburgh, tho Waterloo, the Sedan
of tho ancients. It is not yet quite sundown in Joshua’s day, and we will have
time for five roynl funerals. Who will preach their funeral sermon ? Massillon
proached the funeral sermon of Liouis XIX. Dr. Robert Jouth preached a sermon
commemorntive of Charles I. Who will prench the funeral sermon of these
five bad kings? Joshua. And what shall be his text? * There shall not
any mon be able,” &c. ‘Oh,” you say, “it is a pity to bury these five kings
go ignominiously.” No, sir; before that rock is sealed up I want to put in
five more beings, first having them beheaded—King Aleohol, King Fraud, King
Lust, King Superstition, King Bigotry. Have them all in. Cover them over
with & mound of broken decanters and the débris of their miserable doings.
Roll a rock agninst that cave so they never can get out. Then chisel for these
last five kings the same epitaph you had for the other five kings; and let all
the Christian reformers and philanthropists, before the sun of their protracted
day of usefulness is ended, come up and read it. (7. De Witt Talmage.)
Victory assured :—There is no foe to your growth in grace, no enemy in your
Christian work, no dreaded form of evil dominating and cursing the souls of men,
which was not included in your Saviour’s conquests. You need not be afraid of
them. When you touch them, they will flee before you. God has promised to
deliver them up before you. There shall no man of them be able to stand before
you. Neither Anakim nor fenced cities need daunt you. You are one of the con-
quering legion. Claim your share in the Saviour's victory. (F. B. Meyer, B.4.)
I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.—4 great promise :—I. THE IMPORT OF THE
rromISE. 1. It includes in it more than that natural and essential presence of God
which surrounds all beings and all things ; for the essence of God is diffused through
the trackless path of immensity. 2. It refers to God’s special and gracious pre-
sence. (1) Friendship; (2) observation; (3) direction; (4) protection; (3) pro-
vision. 3. A more than ordinary communication of God’s presence is vouchsafed
to those who are called out to services of peculiar difficulty, to offices of high
responsibility. II. THE CERTAINTY OF THE FULFILMENT OF THIS PROMISE. I feel
assured of its fulfilment when I reflect—1. On the Author of this promise. I will
be with thee. I will not leave thee,” &c. ** God is not a man that He should
lie, neither the Son of man that He should repent.” 2. Theterms in which the pro-
mise is couched. Repetition, butnotautology. 3. Experience. Was not God with
Moses? 1II. THE ADVANTAGES WHICH THE FULFILMENT OF THIS PROMISE WILL THROW
OVER YOUR WHOLE LIFE. Oh, let but this be fulfilled, and you are safe for both worlds,
for time and for eternity! Mark its influence—1. On the hours of solitude. Every
real Christian will wish to be alone: he will say, * I am never less alone than when
alone.” 2. On your intercourse with society. Others will take knowledge of you,
that you have been with Jesus. 3. On your conduct Prudence; benevolence;
sanctity. 4. On afflictions and distresses. If God be with us, no weapon shall
prosper against us, no trap shall catch us, no pit shall ensnare us. 5. On the days
of life’s decline, and in the immediate prospect of its conclusion. All earthly
attachments are doomed to be dissolved ; but God is ever with His servants,
especially when most needed. Lessans: 1. Admire the nstonishing condescension
and grace of God, that He should thus address Himself to worms of the earth, to
sinful worms, to such as you and I are! 2. Let me ask you if you have an interest
in this promise. 3. Be very thankful for any measure of the fulfilment of this
promise which you may have enjoyed. (G. Clayton, M.4.) God with us through
life :—1. THE INTEREST WHICH GOD TAKES IN MEN'S LIVES. 1. Every event is closely
observed by Him. 2. He often comes unsolicited and unthought of. Like the
mother who, while attending to the duties of her household, still keeps her eye on
the little one at play, that she may interpose in time of danger. II. Gop irpEsLS
To His PAST CONDUCT TO ENCOURAGE HiIS SERVANT To TRUST IN Hia. 1. We are
influenced more by the past conduct of o friend than by his promises. 2. There are
degrees of manifested interest, care, nnd love. God was with Moses—(1) Con-
tinuously, from beginning to end. (2) Notwithstanding & variation of conduct on
the part of His servant. (3) Under circumstances of great provocation. (4) As a
Friend of infinite resources. (5) As an unerring Guide. (6) To uphold his position
against any usurpation on the part of others. III. THE BESTOWAL OF THE BLESSINGS
INCLUDED IN THIS DECLARATION WAS MADE DEPENDENT UPON JOSHUA'S OBEDIENCE, He
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who wilinot keep God’s law eannot have the presence of God with him. (4 London
Clergyman.) A great promise :—IL. IT 1S A QREAT rroMISE. Ior it includes
everything. God’s presence can supply wisdom, can give strength, and will insure
success. II. IT was To A GREAT mMaN. 1, He was humble. 2. He was trained—
had followed the Jews from Egypt. 3. He was good. Not one notorious sin or
evil habit is recorded of him as there is of nearly every other noted character in
Scripture. He was the only one who withstood the test of the wilderness journey.
1II. IT was IN REFERENCE TO A GREAT WoRK. 1. The conquering the promised land.
2. The organising the people. 3. The vindicating the power and glory of God.
(Homilist.) Strengthening medicine for God’s servants :—I1. THE SUITADILITY OF
THE CONSOLATION WHICH THESE WORDS GAVE TO Josnua. ‘I will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee.” 1. This must have been very cheering to him in reference to him-
self. Joshua may possibly have been somewhat despondent under a very pressing
sense of his own deficiencies; and this cheering assurance would meet his case. If
God be with our weakness it waxes strong; if He be with our folly it rises into
wisdom ; if He be with our timidity it gathers courage. 2. The consolation given
to Joshua would be exceedingly suitable in the presence of his enemies. Surely, in
the presence of God, Anakini become dwarfs, strongholds become as a lodge in &
garden of cucumbers, and chariots of iron are as thistledown upon the hillside
driven before the blast. *“If God be for us, who can be against us?” They that
be with us are more than they that be against us, when once the Lord of hosts is
seen in our ranks. 3. This consolation, too, was sufficient for all supplies. Perhaps
Joshua knew that the manna was no longer to fall. ¢ I will not fail thee, nor for-
sake thee’’ was a supply which would meet all the demands of the commissariat.
When the Lord opens all His granaries none shall lack for bread, and when He
unlocks His wardrobes none shall go bare. 4. Surely this word must often have
brought consolation to the heart of Joshua when he saw the people failing him. Oh,
what a blessed thing it is in a false and fickle world, where he that eats bread with
us lifts up his heel against us, where the favourite counsellor becomes an Ahithophel,
and turns his wisdom into crafty hate, to know that ¢ there is a Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother,” one who is faithful and gives us sure tokens of a love which
many waters cannot quench! II. AT WHAT TIMES MAY WE CONSIDER THIS PROMISE TO
BE SPOKEN TO OURSELVES? 1. Surely it is when we are called to do God’s work.
Joshua’s work was the Lord’s work. Do you know that God has put you where
you are, and called you to do the work to which your life is dedicated ? Then go
on in God’s name, for, as surely as He called you to His work, you may be sure
that to you also He says, as indeed to all His servants, * I will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee.”” 2. But I hear some of you say, ‘ We are not engaged in work of
such a kind that we could precisely call it ¢ work for God.’” Well, but are you
engaged in a work which you endeavour to perform to God’s glory? Is your
ordinary trade one which is lawful—one concerning which you have no doubt as to
its honest propriety; and in carrying it on do you follow right principles only ?
3. We must, if we are to have this promise, take God into our calculations. A great
many persons go about their supposed lifework without thinking about God. You
must walk by faith if you are to enjoy the privileges of the faithful. 4. We must
also be careful that we walk in God’s ways. Observe that the next verse to the
text runs thus, * Be strong and of a good courage,” and then the seventh verse is &
singular one, ** Only be thou strong,” &c. What for? To obey! Does it want
courage and strength to obey? Why, nowadays, that man is thought to be
courageous who will bave no laws of God to bind him; and he is thought to be
strong-minded who ridicules revelation. But let us 5t assured that he is truly
strong of mind and heart who is content to be thought a fool, and sticks to the good
old truth, and keeps the good old way. III. WHAT THIS PROMISE DOES NOT PRE-
cLtpE. 1. This promise does not exclude effort. If you want to suc_ceed, use every
faculty you have, and put forth all your strength; and if itisa right cause you
may then fall back on this promise. 2. Neither does this promise preclude
occasional disaster. Yes, and without the violation of any law, the best man in the
world must expect in the most successful enterprise that ihere will be some
discouragements. Look at the sea : it is rolling in, it will rise to full tide before
long, but every wave that comes up dies upon the shore; and after two or three
great waves which seem to capture the shingle there comes a feebler omne which
cucks back. Very well, but the sea will win, and reach its fulness. So in every
good work for God there is a back-drawing wave every now and then. G_od will
cerlainly test you, but He will not fail you, nor forsake you. 3. Nor, again, does
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this promise preclude frequent tribulations and testings of faith. In the auto-
biography of the famous Francké of Halle, who huilt, and, in the hand of God,
provided for, the orphan-house of Halle, he says, ““I thought when I committed
myself and my work to God by faith, that T had only to pray when I had need,
and that the supplies would come ; but I found that I had sometimes to wait and
pray for o long timo.”” The supplies did come, but not at once. The pinch never
went so far ns abgolute want ; hut there were intervaly of severe pressure. There
waon nothing to spare.  Every spoonful of meal had to be scraped from the hottom
of the barrel, and every drop of oil that oozed out seemed as if it must be the last ;
but still it never did come to the last drop, and there was always just a little meal
left. God hes not promised to take any of you to heaven without trying your faith.
4. This promise does not preclude our suffering very greatly, and our dying, and
perhaps dying a very sad and terrible death, as men judge. God never left Paul,
but I have seen the spot where Paul’s head was smitten off by the headsman. The
Lord never left Peter, but Peter, like his Master, had to die by erucifixion. The
Lord never left the martyrs, but they had to ride to heaven in chariots of fire.
IV. WHAT, THEN, DOES THE TEXT MEAN, IF WE MAY HAVE ALL THIS TRIAL HAPPENING TO
us? 1. Your labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. Press on. We have heard of
n minister who added only one to his Church through a long year of very earnest
ministry—only one, a sad thing for him ; but that one happened to be Robert
Moffatt, and he was worth a thousand of most of us. Go on. If you bring but
one to Christ, who shall estimate the value of the one? 2. And then there shall be
no desertion as to yourself, for your heavenly Friend has said, ‘“ I will not forsake
thee.” You will not be left alone or without a helper. You are thinking of what
you willdo in old age. Do not think of that: think of what God will do for you in
old age. Oh, but your great need and long illness will wear out your friends, you
say. Perhaps you may wear out your friends, but you will not wear out your God,
and He can raise up new helpers if the old ones fail. Oh, but your infirmities are
many, and will soon crush you down: you cannot live long in such circumstances.
Very well, then you will be in heaven ; and that is far better. But you dread pining
sickness. It may never come; and suppose it should come, remember what will
come with it—* I will make all thy bed in thy sickness.” ¢ I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee”—so runs the promise. ¢ Fear thou not, for I am with thee;
be not disma yed, for I am thy God.” V. WHY MAY WE BE QUITE SURE THAT THIS
PROMISE WILL BE FULFILLED To US? 1. I answer, first, we may be quite sure because
it is God’s promise. Did ever any promise of God fall to the ground yet? 2. Rest
ye well assured that if a man be called to do God’s work God will not fail him,
because it is not after the manner of the Lord to desert His servants. He will not
push His servants into severe conflicts and then fail them. “3. Besides, remember that
should God’s servants fail, if they are really God’s servants, the enemy would exult
and boast against the Lord Himself. This was a great point with Joshua in after-
days (chap. vii. 9). If the Lord raises up Luther, and does not help Luther, then it
is not Luther that fails; it is God that fails, in the estimation of the world.
4. Besides, if God has raised you up to accomplish a purpose by you, do you think
He will be defeated ? Were ever any of His designs frustrated ? 5. Besides, if we
trust God, and live for God, He loves us much too well to leave us. It is not to be
imagined that He will ever put a load upon His own children’s shoulders without
giving them strength to bear the burden, or send them to labours for which He will
not give them ndequate resources. Oh, rest in the Lord, ye faithful. (C. H.
Spurgeon.) Be strong and of a good courage.—d great promise and a stirving
ezhortation :—What the heathen gods are fabled to have done with some of their
favourite warriors, God here and now does to this His first soldier-saint, sending
him forth to the fray invulnerable, invincible. By faith in this great promise,
Joshua is more than conqueror. Poor and tame in comparison is the  Veni,
vidi, vici !’ of Rome’s great hero. God’s presence is pledged to Joshua uncou-
ditionally and unalterably. Oh, highly favoured Joshua! Yes, and also highly
favoured saints, for even with o like great and precious promise do we go a warfare
ngainst evil. In regard to both the outer and the inner conflict in which we are
engaged we should always remember that we are on the winning side. The battle
is the Lord’s. * Forward” is the Divine command. We are not to make up our
minds for defeat, but to march in the assurance of victory. ¢ My grace is
sufficient for thee.” This promise gives us power as we face error of every kind.
The enemies of the gospel in these days are proud and boastful. If we were to
judge by their shouts, we should think that the whole fabric of Christianity was
2
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falling to pieces. Have we noylhing to pit agninst these enemiea? Most nasurediy.
The Divine presence. as in the case of Joshus, is pledged to be with ns. This grent
promise given te Joshua was followed up by a siirring exhovtntion. Courngo! this
peal of bells tings out in all its changes. Why ? Iiecause Joshun wna n eownrd ?
Nay, he had the heart of a lion, but beeause courage is the fundamental virtue in
every saint of God, in every soldier of righteousness, in every witness for the truth.
One of the great wants of the day is courage, cournge to confess Christ in every
company and on all occasions ; courage to hold fast to His every word ; cournge to
do all His will; courage to follow wherever He leads. It is ealled a good cournge,
and no virtue better deserves the epithet, for it is good whethar W& é5nsider ita
qualities ot its achievements, the throne on which it sits or the crown with which it
is adorned. It is good courage becausc it is obedicnt, not sell-willed, obstinate,
headstrong. Again and again the greatest cxplaits of courage have been summed
up in the words, « I must obey God.” Such cournge is of the highest quality. It
can never quail, because conscious of eternal rectitude, It is a good courage also
because it is studious and humble. Its aim being to obey all God’s will, in the
spirit as well nsin the letter, it gives all diligence to know God’s will. Accordingly,
the heto of Jehovah meditates in God’s law day and night ; takes counsel not with
flesh and blood, but with the living oracles, and finds therein all his comfort,
strength, and lizsht. This good courage, being obedient and studious, is also
intelligent. It observes with watchful care the hints of Providence and the checks
of conscience. It learns better every day what God’s will is in all things. Re-
member that such courage is the great secret of success. This above all things
frightens our great adversary the devil. Satan hasno dread of learning, or wisdom,
or riches, but he does fear the courage of a soul resting in communion with God.
And well he may, for this courage arms the soul with Divine might. (4.B. Mackay.)
The sources of Joshua’s strength :—1. A rarraruL past. The aloe blooms but once
in a hundred years, but every hour of all that century is needed to produce the
delicate texture and resplendent beauty of the flower. The deed of a Grace
Darling is not the sudden outburst of the moment that gives it birth, but the
result of long years of self-discipline, courage, and ministry to others. And this
summons of Joshua to the leader’s place in Israel was the guerdon of more than
eighty years of faithful service. None of us can tell for what God is educating- us.
We fret and murmur at the narrow round and daily task of ordinery life, not
realising that it is only thus that we can be prepared for the high and holy office
which awaits us. We must descend before we can ascend. God’s will comes to
thee and me in daily circumstances, in little things equally as in great; meet
them bravely; be at your best always, though the occasion be one of the very least ;
dignify the smallest summons by the greatness of your response; so the call will
come to you as to Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses' minister. II. A DISTINCT CALL.
The supreme inquiry for each of us, when summoned to a new work, is not whether
we possess sufficient strength or qualification for it, but if we have been called to
it of God; and when that is so there is no further cause for anxiety. If it is in His plan
that we shonld march through a river, or attack a walled town, or turn to flight
an army, we have simply to go forward. Rivers will dry up, walls will fall down,
armies shall be scattered as enow in summer. There is no such thing as im.
possibility when God says, * Forward, soul, arise, go over this Jordan {** HI. TeE
EENSE OF THE PREGENCE oF Gop. There have been generals whose presence on
the field of bsttle has been the presage and guarantes of victory. Not only have
they inspired the soldiers with a sense of confidence in their lea.derslpp, but they
have encouraged them by their personal prowess and bravery. There is a marvel-
lous sense of gecurity and courage when s Christiana, & Mr. Fearing, or a Miss
Much-Afraid is assured of the presence of o Greatheart, who has never turned his
back on a foe. And & lonely, trembling soul dares to step bravely across the
margin of life into the unknown beyond: to go down unabashed into the chill
waters of death, because it can sing, * Thou art with me; Thyrod end Thy staff they
comfort me.” IV, THE INDWELLING oF THE WoRD oF Gop. Coal contains within
its texture the strength absorbed from the sun in bygone ages; so words will pass
on to men the heroic thoughts which thrilled the souls of t!:ose who spake them
first. There are words, as there are sirains of music, Y.Vhlch cannot be ut‘tered
without nerving men to dare and do, to attempt and achieve. A womean will be
strong to wait and suffer for long years in the strength of a sentence spoken by her
lover as he parted from her. An army has before now forgot Eleepless nights
and hungry marches in the stirzing harangue of its general. And is not this what
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tho prophet meant, when he said, * Thy words were found and I did eat them, and
Thy words were unto me & joy, and the rejoicing of my heart’ ? and what Jesus
meant when He snid, ** The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they
are lifo”? Wo cen do all things when Christ is in us in unthwarted power.
The only limit lies in our faith and eapncity, or, in other words, in our absolule
submission to His indwelling. Little children can overcome when there is within
them a Stronger than their foes. Wenklings may do exploits when the Mighty
Congqueror who travels in the greatness of His strength makes them the vehicle of
His progress. (I'. B. Meyer, B.4.) The strength and courage needed for common
life :—* Be thou strong and very courageous.” What to do? To lead the arny?
To batter down strong walls and enter into the imminent, deadly breach? Nay,
all this is left out of sight; the exhortation to be ¢ strong and very courageous ” i3
given solely with a moral application. A man shows himself more brave in an
inflexible adherence to the law of God as the the rule of his life in all things than
in any feats of arms or deeds of daring. I. A SUFFICIENT RULE OF GUIDANCE FOR
LIFE. Joshua had; we have. Our law is the whole gospel, as requiring from
us a practical and loving and continuous obedience. To be ‘“strong” is to make
endeavour to go forward and grasp something in the Divine life ; it is to take up a
certain position in practical obedience, and say (not ostentatiously yet clearly), « I
am here, I stand by this.” To be “ of good courage” is to maintain that position
against the force of temptation and opposition of every kind ; is to say firmly, ‘* Here
I shall abide, I cannot go back from this.”” Well, but a life that consists of
gaining new positions, and grasping new things, and defending all that iz thus
attained, is of necessity o life of enterprise and progress. And such a life, in
this world, will certainly meet with a great deal of opposition, silent and
declared, and will require a great deal of strength and courage in those who seek
to lead it. 1. Indeed, we might truly say that strength and courage are needed at
home, and with ourselves, belore we meet the world at all. The critical point
of the struggle is within. Let me be sitrong, then, against my inferior self!
Let me grip him hard, and wrestle with him, until he is overthrown! Let me
be very courageous against his withering and insidious suggestions. 2. Then also,
strength and courage are needed constantly and much in the Church, i.e., among
Christian people. One Christian needs to be strong against other Christians—in
this way as well as in others—that every Christian has his own inner thought
of what he ought to be and do; his own ideal, as we call it. 3. Then still more is
courage needed, and strength, when you go more fully out into the world. Here
are certain principles in the law of Christ, as the regulative system of a Christian’s
life, principles of honour and honesty, of purity, sobriety, love, and self-denial, of
humility and gentleness, which are clearly different from the principles that obtain
in the world generally. Not that contrary principles are professed openly in the
world except by a few; but that contrary, or at any rate far inferior, principles
are acted upon, through the -world, in its ditferent spheres, commercial, political,
literary, sociel, is just as certain as it is that there is a world at all. One great
point of duty with Christians just now, I think, ought to be the endeavour to live
simple lives, so as, if possible, to pull back this drifting society of ours towards the
simplicity it has lost. 4. Again, it is sometimes necessary to speak frankly and
boldly in condemnation-of the action or in opposition to the speaking of others.
II. How WE MAY ATTAIN THIS TEMPER AND HABIT OF OCHRISTIAN COURAGE. It is
fed by truth, by the law, or the revealed truth of God. What men call * spirit,”
the mere dash and effervescence of nature, will soon evaporate ; but when the soul
has found the flowing fountains of strength, and drinks of the same day by day.
her courage will be day by day renewed. Again, not only must we take the Word
of God into our daily thought and meditation, but believing the wonderful assurance it
gives us of the actual presence of the speaker, the Lord, with those who serve Him,
we must make room for Him in our daily life, and lean upon the almighty arm, and
even in the darkest and most unsuccessful moments sit silent to hear the greatreviving
words, ¢ The Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (4.Raleigh,D.D.)
The charge to the soidier of the Lord:—l. THE DUTY OF COURAGEOUS STRENGTIH.
Christianity has altered the perspective of human virtues, has thrown the gentler
ones into prominence altogether unknown before, and has dimmed the brilliancy
of the old heroic type of character; but it has not struck those virtues out of its
list. Still, there is ns much need in the lowliest Christinu life for the loftiest
heroism as ever there was. All Christian progress is conflict, and we have to
fight, not only with the cvils that are within, but if we would be true to the
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obligations of our profession and loyal to the commands of our Mastor, we have
to take our part in the great campaign which He has inaugurated and is ever
enrtying on against every abuse and oppression, iniquity ond sin, that grinds
down the world and makes our brethren miserable and servile. Be strong! Then
strength is a duty; then weakness is a sin. Then the amount of strength that
we possess and wield is regulated by ourselves. We have our hands on the
sluice. We may open it to let the whole full tide run in, or we may close it
till a mere dribble reaches us. For the strength which is strength, and not merely
wenkness in a fever, is & strength derived. *Be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might.” Let Christ’s strength in. Open the heart wide that it may
come. Keep yourself in continual touch with God, the fountain of all power.
Trust is strength, because trust touches the Rock of Ages. But courange is duty,
too, as well as strength. Power and the consciousness of power do not always
go together. In regard of the strength of nature, courage and might are quite
separable. There may be a strong coward and a weak hero. But in the spiritual
region, strength and courage do go together. The consciousness of the Divine power
with us, and that alone, will make us bold with a boldness that has no taint of
levity and presumption mingled with it, and never will overestimate its own
strength. 1I. THE DUTY OF IMPLICIT OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF coMMAND. Courage
and strength come first, and on them follows the command to do all according to
the law, to keep it without deflection to right or left, and to meditate on it day and
night. These two virtues make the perfect soldier—courage and obedience. But
the connection between these two is not merely that they must co-exist, but that
courage and strength are needed for, and are to find their noblest field of exercise
in, absolute acceptance of, and unhesitating, swift, complete, unmurmuring obe-
dience to, everything that is discerned to be God’s will and our duty. For the
Christian soldier, then, God’s law is his marching orders. The written Word, and
especially the Incarnate Word, are our law of conduct. Christ has given us Him-
self, and therein has given a sufficient directory for conduct and conflict which fits
close to all our needs, and will prove definite and practical enough if we honestly
try to apply it. The application of Christ’s law to daily life takes some courage,
and is the proper field for the exercise of Christian strength, If you are not a bold
Christian you will very soon get frightened out of obedience to your Master's
commandments. Courage, springing from the realisation of God’s helping
strength, is indispensable to make any man, in any age, live out, thoroughly and
consistently, the principles of the the law of Jesus Christ. No man in this
generation will work out a punctual obedience to what he knows to be the will of
God, without finding out that all the Canaanites are not dead yet, but that there
are enough of them left to make a very thorny life for the consistent follower of Jesus
Christ. And not only is there courage needed for the application of the principles
of conduct which God has given us, but you will never have them handy for swift
application unless, in many a quiet hour of silent, solitary, patient meditation, you
have become familiar with them. III. THESURE VICTORY OF BUCH BOLD OBEDIENCE :
‘thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest ”; ** thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then shalt thou have good success,” or, as the last word might be
rendered, ‘‘then shalt thou ¢ act wisely.””” Youmay not get victory from an earthly
point of view, for many a man that lives strong and courageous and joyfully
obeying God’s law as far as he knows it, and because he loves the Lawgiver, goes
through life, and finds that, as far as the world’s estimate is concerned, th'ere is
nothing but failure as his portion. The success which my text means is the
carrying out of conscientious convictions of God's will into practice. That is the
only success that is worth talking about or looking for. The man that sueceeds in
obeying and translating God’s will into conduct is the victor, whatever be the
outward fruits of his life. (4. Maclaren, D.D.) Strength and courage :—Joshua,
must be strong and very courageons. But are strength and courage really within
our own power? Is strength not absolutely a Divine gift, and as dependent on God
in its ordinary degrees as it was in the case of Samson in its hlg}:!est degree? No
doubt in & sense it is so; and yet the amount even of our bodily strength is not
wholly beyond our own control. ~ As bodily strength is undoubtedly weakened by
careless l"iving, by excess of eating and drinking, by all 1rreggls.r habits, by the
breathing of foul air, by indolence and self-indulggnce of every kind, so undoubt_ec}ly
it is increased and promoted by attention to the simple laws of health, by activity
and exercise, by sleep and sabbatic rest, by the moderate use of wholesome food: as
well as by abstinence from hurtful drinks and drugs. And surely the duty of being
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slrong, in so [ar as such things can give strength, is of far more importance tha:
muny think; for if we can thus maintnin and increase our strength we shall be
nble to serve both God and men much better and longer than we could otherwise
have done. But in Joshua's case it was no doubt strength and courage of soul that
wng mainly meant. Even that is not wholly independent of the ordinary conditions
of the body. On the other hand, there are no doubt memorable cases where the
clagticity and power of the spirit have been in the very inverse ratio to the strength
of the body. By cheerful views of life and duty, natural depression has heen
counteracted, and the soul filled with hope and joy. *The joy of the Lord,” seid
Nehemiah, ¢ is the strength of His people.” Fellowship with God, as our reconciled
God and I'ather in Christ, is a source of perpetual strength. Who does not know
the strengthening and animating influence of the presence even of a friend,
when we find his fresh and joyous temperament playing on us in some season
of depression ? The radiance of his face, the cheeriness of his voice, the elasticity
of his movements seem to infuse new hope and courage into the jaded soul. When
he is gone we try to shake off the despondent feeling that has seized us, and gird
ourselves anew for the battle of life. And if such an effect can be produced by
fellowship with o fellow-crcature, how much more by fellowship with the infinite
God !—especially when it is His work we are trying to do, and when we have all
His promises of help to rest on. ‘God is near thee, therefore cheer thee,” is a
perpetual solace and stimulus to the Christian soul. (W. G. Blaikie, D.D.)
Christian fortitude :—1. Fortitude in bearing. 2. Fortitude in attempting or assailing.
(D. Featley, D.D.)  God’s strength made perfect in human weakness :—What! must
all they whom God uses be strong? Is it essential that there should be strength of
limb and muscle in the physical and moral constitution of those who are called to
do the Divine biddings in the world? Because, it that be so, we who are like
Ehud, left-handed, like Gideon, least in our father’s house, or like Saul of Tarsus,
painfully conscious of weakness, can never get beyond the rank and file in the army
of the Lord. And yet, may not this reiterated appeal indicate that the heart of
Joshua misgave him, and that he was conscious of his utter inadequacy to fulfil the
great commission that was thrust upon him ? Probably he had never dreamt of so
high an honour, so vast a responsibility. When, therefore, the call came to him to
assume the office which Moses was vacating, his heart failed him, and he needed
every kind of encouragement and stimulus, both from God and man. ¢ Be strong”
means that he felt weak; “Be of good courage means that he was affrighted ;
“Be not thou dismayed” means that he seriously considered whether he would
not have to give up the task. He was & worm and no man; how should he deliver
Isrnel? It is when men are in this condition that God approaches them with the
summons to undertake vast and overwhelming responsibilities. Most of us are too
strong for Him to use us, toofull of our own schemes and plans and ways of doing
things. He must empty us, and humble us, and bring us down to the dust
of death, so low that we need every straw of encouragement, every leaf of help; and
then He will raise us up, and meke us as the rod of His strength. The world talks
of the survival of the fittest. But God gives power to the faint, and increases
might to them that have no strength; He perfects His strength in weakness, and
uses things that are not to bring to nought things that are. (F. B. Meyer, B.4.)
Courage necegsary :—1It is said of Cromwell that when he had gathered some raw
troops, being much in doubt about their courage, he determined to put it to the test
before employing them in active service. He therefore placed a number of soldiers
in ambush, in a wood through which he had occasion to lead his new regiment,
and when these rushed out suddenly upon the new levies all the timid among them
turned and fled. These Cromwell sent to their homes as unfit for his service, and
so commenced the training of the men who became known to history us his
¢ Ironsides.” A dauntless spirit :—Pleopides hearing that his enemy was
coming to give him battle with double the number that he possessed himself,
replied to his informant, ‘ So much the better for us: we shall beat so many
the more.” So should the Christian view the trials and sorrows of this life; be
they never so many. Through Christ they may all be overcome. (Handbook of
Ilustration.) Unto this people shalt thou divide ... the land.—The right
people for the land :—First of all, the land had to e conquered; and there is no
difficulty in seeing how necessary it was for one who had this task on hand to be
sirong and of a good courage, and to meditate on God’s law. Then th_e 1.&.nd had to
be divided, and the people settled in their new life, and Joshua had to initinte thgm,
0 it were, in that life; he had to bind on their consciences the conditions on which
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the land was to be enjoyed, and start them in the performance of the duties, moral,
social, and religious, which the Divine conslitution requivred. Here lay the most
difficult part of his task. They had not only to be planted physicnlly in groups
over the country, but they had to bo married to it morally, otherwise they had no
security of tenure, but were liablo to summary evietion. It wos no land of rest for
idolaters ; all depended on the character they attained: loyalty to God was the one
condition of a happy settloment. Thus we sec the conncction between Joshua's
devotion to the book of the law and success in the grent work of his life—** thon
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”” No
doubt he would have the appearance of saccess if he simply cleared ont the
inhabitants who were so degraded by sin that God was compelled to sweep them off,
and settled His people in their room. DBut that, nfter all, wns but o small matter
unless necompanied by something more, It would not seeure the people from nt
lnsl sharing the fate of the old inhabitants; so far at lenst that though they should
not be exterminated, yet they would be seattered over the face of the globe. And so
at all times, in dealing with human beings, we can obtain no adequete and satis-
fving success nnless their hearts are turned to God. Your children may be great
scholars, or successful merchants, or distinguished nuthors, or brilliant artists, or
even statesmen ; what does it come to if they are dead to God, and have no living
fellowship with Jesus Christ? (W. G. Blaikie, D.D.) Turm not . . . to the
right hand or to the left.—Joshua's obedience :—I. OBEDIENCE IS THE HIGHEST
PRACTICAL COTRAGE. The world counts obedience to be a. mean-spirited thing, and
speaks of rebellion as freedom. We have heard men say, “I will be my own
master ; I shall follow my own will.”! To be a free thinker and a free liver seems
to be the worldling’s glory. Take the world’s own martial rule. Who is accounted
to be the boldest and the besi soldier but the man who is most thoroughly obedient
to the capiain’s command? There is a story told of the old French wars which
has been repeated hundreds of times. A sentinel is set to keep a certain position,
and at nightfall, as he is pacing to and fro, the emperor himself comes by. He
does not know the password. Straightway the soldier stops him. * You cannot
pass,” says he. ‘But I must pass,” says the emperor. * No,” replies the man,
*«if you were the little corporal in grey himself youn should not go by,” by which, of
course, he meant the emperor. Thus the autocrat himself was held in check by
order. The vigilant soldier was afterwards handsomely rewarded, and all the
world said that he was a brave fellow. Then surely it is not & mean and sneaking
thing for a man to be obedient to Him who is the Commander-in-chief of the
universe, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. II. THE EXaCTNESS OF OFEDIENCE
1S TH= ESSENCE OF ODEDIENCE, The world saith, ¢ We must not be too precise.”
As one said to an old Puritan once, * Many people have rent their consciences in
halves; could not you just make a little nick in yours?” *No,” he said, «“I
cannot, for my conscience belongs to God.” * We must live, you know,” said &
money-loving shopkeeper, as his excuse for doing what he could not otherwise
defend. * Yes, but we must die,” was the reply, **and therefore we must do no
such thing.” We are probably better dead if we cannot live withont doing wrong.
The very essence of obedience lies in exactness. Probably your child, if some-
times disobedient, would still, as a general rule, do what you told him. It would
be in the little things thrt thoroughgoing and commendable obedience would appear.
Let the world judge of this for itself. Here is an honest man. Do people say of
him, “He is such an honest man that he would not steal a horse”? No, that
would not prove him to be very honest ; but they say, « He would not even take a
pin that did not belopg to him.” That is the world’s own description of honesty,
and surely when it comes to obedience to God it ought to be the same. If I profess
to obey the Lord Jesus Christ, the crucial test will not be in great actions, but in
little ones. IIT. THE PATH OF OBEDIENCE IS GENEBALLY A MIDDLE PATH, There issure
10 be a right hand, there is sure to be a left hand, and both are probably wrong.
There will be extremes on either side. I believe that this is frue in ten thousand
things in ordinary life, and also true In spiritual things in very many respects.
With regard, for instance, to our words; the ecourse of speech generally is, on the
one hand to say toomueh, or on the other hand to say too little; to be silent when
the wicked are before us, or else to be rash with our lips and betray a good cause
through our rashness in defending it. There is a time to speak, and there is a time
10 be silent, and he that judgeth well will mark his opportunities and take the
middle course. He will neither be garrulous with advice that is not required, nor
will he be cowardly and dumb when he ought to bear testimony for his Master,
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"I'he same holds good with regard to zeal. We have some abroad nowadays whose
hends are very hot. They talk as if they would turn the world upside down, whilst
it is their own brains that need firat to be turned into a right condition. Theirs is
n fire which burns down the house instead of burning in the grate and warming the
houschold. But shall we therefore not be zealous? God forbid! There is a
middle course of true, sensible, prudent zeal—adhering to the truth, and never
believing that people can be converted by lies, however earnestly bawled into their
cars ; walking within the bounds of God’s truth, and being persuaded that the best
seed to sow is that which God puts into the basket of His Word, and that sinners
are not to be saved by rash statements nor by extravagant declamation, but that
they are brought to Christ, as they were of old, by the simple telling out of the story
of the Cross affectionately, and by the power of the Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven. Here, aganin, ¢ turn neither to the right hand nor to the left.” IV. Tae
PATH OF NIGHT IS THE PATH OF TRUE PROSPERITY. God does not invariably make the
doing of the right to be the means of pecuniary gain to us. On the contrary, it
frequently happens that for a time men are grent losers by their obedience to
Christ. But the Scripture always speaks as to the long run; it sums up the whole
of life—there it promises true riches, If thou wouldst prosper, keep close to the
Word of God, and to thy conscience, and thou shalt have the best prosperity.
The thief, though he takes a short wey to get rich, yet takes such a dangerous way
that it does not pay ; but he who walks straight along the narrow road shall find
it to be the shortest way to the best kind of prosperity, both in this world and in
that which is to come. If not, if we get no outward prosperity here, I trust you and
I, if we love Christ, and are filled with His Spirit, can do without it. Well, if we
must be poor, it will soon be over, and in heaven there shall be no poverty. Let us,
then, run all risks for Christ. He i3 no soldier who cannot die for his country;
he is no. Christian who cannot lose life itself for Christ. (C. H. Spurgeon.)
Obedience the condition of victory :—Yes, the Lord will be with us in our holy war,
but He demands of us that we strictly follow His rules. 1. Our victories will very
much depend upon our obeying Him with all our heart, throwing strength and
courage into the actions of our faith. If we are half-hearted, we cannot expect
more than half a blessing. 2. We must obey the Lord with care and thoughtfnl-
ness. 3. We must obey with universal readiness. We may not pick and choose,
but must take all the Lord’s commends as they come. 4. In all this we must go on
with exactness and constancy. Ours is to be a straightforward course, which
bends neither to the right nor to the left. (1bid.) This book of the law shall
not depart out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein.—4 good working
Bible .—Rare botanical specimens are found by diligent searching. Itis by earnest
and prayerful study of the Bible that we discover truths that we may call our own.
‘We have a brother who has been working in the gold mines of California for many
years. He has a watch-chain that he greatly values because the gold in it is what
he searched and dug out of the mountain himself by hard labour and much
sacrifice, Truths discovered as the result of hard study are very precious to us.
The Bible should be an every-day book to us. A very hnndsome and expensive
Bible on the parlour stand, covered with a bric-a-brac, is of little value as compared
with a good working Bible. A well-known Sunday-school worker tells of going into
8 house in North Wales. As he sat by o table talking with a litéle girl, he picked
up & Bible, when she instantly said, * That’s my mother’s every-day Bible, sir; I'll
give you the Sunday Bible if you want to read.” We all need an every-day Bible,
one that can be handled easily and conveniently—a Bible with every precious
promise and every verse that has becen especially helpful to us marked. The Jews
were commanded to read the Scripture all the time, to write it upon the door-posts;
to have it as frontlets between their eyes; to talk of it by the way, and teach it to
their children nnd children’s children. (Home Messenger.) God’s revealed will the
only safe rule for all individual guidance, and the only legitimate foundation for all
nattonal law :—I. IT 1S OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE THAT EVERY MAN SHOULD HAVE 4
SURE QUIDE FOR TIIE DIRECTION OF HIs sTEPs. 1. If you consider the character and
condition of man, the truth before us must claim universal acknowledgment. Man
is the crenture of God. His being, powers, and blessings are all derived from his
Maker. He is therefore bound to please Him in all his ways and works. But how
is this to be done? By what measure, so to speak, or after what manpner, is this love
to be expressed, and this obedience to be rendered? 2. If you consider man not only
a3 the micre oreature of God, but ns a creature endued with an immortal sou!, the
truth before us will be still more apparent. 3. If you consider man as a sinner
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before God, cxposed to all the dreadful conseguences of his rebellion, and ulterly
without ability to help himself, the truth of this position must still more strikingly
appear. 4. If you consider man as exposed to all the vicissitudes of this lile—as
subject to sorrow, suffering, and pain, as liable to sickness, affliction, and all the
other evils incident to our present existence-—the truth of this position must olaim
the approbation of all. 5. If you considér man iu reference to denth, judgment,
and eterniily, no voice can ever be lifted up in opposition to this truth. II. Wukns
1S THIS SUNE GUIDE T0 BE MET WITR ! 1. Is mian capable of furnishing himself with
such n rule? Evidently not; and that not merely as the negative upplies to him as
he now is, but even supposing him to be what he once was. 2. Consider the greatness
and imporiance of the matters at stake, and it must be confessed that it would not
be snfe to trust in any provision coming from such a human source, even supposing
it possible that it could be provided. 3. A provision of this kind, coming from any
human source, would fall below the circuinstances and condition in which we are
placed, and therefore could never meet the exigencies of our case, nor, consequently,
answer the end proposed. 4. The law, or revealed will of God, is the only safe rule
for all individual guidance, as well as the only legitimate foundation for all national
law. No man’s ways or works can be acceptable in the sight of God who throws
aside that rule and walks by the lizht of his own fire. III. TRE BENEFIT AND
ADVANTAGES OF FOLLOWING THAT RULE AND ADIDING THEREDY, 1. We shall have &
sure guide for the direction of our steps. 2. We shall find everything plain before
us. 3. We shall avoid the grievous mistakes and blunders into which others have
fallen. 4. We shall find abundant provisioun for every emergency. 5. We shall be
safe and prosperous bere, and happy and blessed heveafter. Conclusion: 1. What
an invaluable deposit are the sacred Scriptures ns committed to any nation or
people! 2. How widely have we departed from these sacred rules! 3. How needful
it is that we should make these Holy Scriptures our constant study and daily coun-
sellors! (R. Shittler.) The Christian’s law :~—* This book of the law,” saith
God to Joshua. And both in our text and in the verse preceding it is set forth as a
rule claiming his observance and obedience, from which he may not swerve. In a
peculiar sense we apply this term to the five books of Moses, and in a yet more
limited one to the Decalogue. And since the New Teslament contains so fully and
so peculiarly the revelation of the gospel of the grace of God, and thus abounds
with the language of invitation, promise, and privilege, it may zeem as though to
us the oracles of God had no other voice, and that the Bible is not to us the ‘‘ book
of thelaw > of God. But while we are jealous of God’s grace, let us beware of B
dangerous error. The Bible does propound to us a law-—the very law of the two
tables is unrepealed. Not the Jewish law as our code of worship or practice, not
auy law as the means of our justification, but the laws of Christian holiness nnd
virtue. Our Bibles must be our lamps, our lights, our counsellors— our oracles of
duty no less than of comfort. And while the Cross furnishes the moiive, while the
Spirit is the Teacher, the Author and Giver alike of will and power, the precepts
and prohibitions of the Bible must be our guide, as the by-paths of sin and roin
present themselves on the right hand and on the left, We are not to go to this
book of God for our creed or sysiem of theology alone, but for our code of morals
and practice. For the Bible is neither all doctrine, nor all promise; it has its rules,
its precepts, its prohibitions. Its precepts based upon its doctrine, yoked gr_acmug;ly
with its promises, but precepts still. You are placed from day to dey amid duties
and temptations. Your God, your fellow-men heve many claims upon you; you
stand in many and varied relationships. You are & pilgrim in a road bestrewed
with pitfalls and beset with by-paths of sin and error; a soldier amid many and
subtle and mighty foes, with a_hard field to fight; e voyager over o stormy sea,
zmid shoals and rocks and quicksends. Your Bible is your guide, O pilgrim—jyour
sword, O soldier—your chart, O seaman! What else chall preserve you even in
sound doctripe in these dangerous days but that ye be ‘‘ mighty in the Seriptures,”
and so reject another gospel, though its preachers wore the garb and semblance pt
angels, yea, though (were it possible) they were apgels of light? Or what, in
reference to your practice, shall secure you against the workings of sin’s deceitful-
ness—against the deep devices of your arch-enemy, the tempter—against the false
and upscriptural prineiples of the world around, the spurious morality which passes
current amnong men—what but ¢ this book of the law ”?—this book which in its
revelations is pure, unerring, truth-—which in its precepts is all pure in holiness,
all perfect in virtue. But draw near to it ever as remembering that you are listening
10 the voice of God. Bow down to its revelations therefore ns unerring, to itg
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requirements as nuthoritative and supreme. (J. C. Miller, D.D.) Meditation
and obedience :—Many devout Christians tell us that they find it profitable to take
even o single verss and make it peculiarly the subject of their thoughts throughout
ench day—to make it the little vein in the mine which they more particularly work
out. There can be no doubt that many of the vain and sinful thoughts which pass
through our minds and grieve the devout Christian might thus be shut out were
the thoughts and memory preoccupied with Divine truth. And if any particularly
mourn that their thoughts, when left to themselves, are so discursive and unprofit-
able, that they know so little of religious meditation, it may be well for them thus
to choose one verse of their daily portion and make it, so to say, the text of their
day’s thoughts. Let them endeavour to fix its meaning, let them follow out the
train of thought to which it leads, let them pray over it in & special manner. And
all this with a view more particularly to self-application. But our duty ends not
here. The seaman studies his chart and has his compasses on board, not for mere
scientific experiments, but that he may voyage in safety to the haven whither he
would go, amid the rocks and shoals and quicksands which beset his track. We
may not then imagine that all is done when our verses or chapters, our portion,
however long, is again punctually gone through. There is & danger of this, as
there is a danger of a mere formal lip-service in our prayers. For, as to say prayers
is not necessarily to pray, so there is a reading of the Word of God with the mind
and the lip only. Our hearts must be the readers, as our hearts must be the
petitioners. And then throughout the day the duties here enjoined must be prac-
tised, the sins denounced forsaken and shunned, the tempers here set forth as
unchristian struggled with, the promises here given lived on, the heaven here
proffered sought, the Saviour and the God of whom we read glorified. (:bid.)
Meditation :—When the impious King Antiochus entered the temple of Jeru-
. salem to lay it waste, his first act was to remove the golden altar and the

candlestick, which was also of gold. The devil acts in the same manner when
he intends to deprive of spiritual good that soul which is the temple of the
living God : he takes from it the altar—that is, fervour of mind; he removes from
it the candlestick—that is, the light which makes known the eternal maxims.
Then thou shalt malke thy way prosperous.—The prosperous way :—God’s blessing
is ever upon His people, and He will ever cause that the way of His commandments
shall be found the way of happiness and good. Therefore it is true that His people’s
way is a prosperous way, that they ‘ have good success.” The Old Testament
promise is—* whatsoever thou doest it shall prosper”—the New, ‘“ we know that
all things work together for good to them that love God.” Is not such a man
prospering? All may be disappointment and failure to flesh and blood, and in the
estimate of sense. He may not know or see or feel his prosperity at this moment,
and while *all things” are working together. But when they have worked and
their end is seen, that end shall be found an end of blessing and prosperity. Tor
in the emphatic language of the Psalm, “The Lord knoweth the way of the
righteous.” His path with them may be dark, and hard, and thorny, but it is
right; for their path towards Him is obedience and holiness. In what but blessed-
ness can that path issue ¢ which the Lord approveth” ? Would ye know, then,
whether God’s blessing is at this moment upon your path? Isit a path in which
you are guided by His Word, in which you are taking it as a lamp to your feet, as
your counsellor and your delight? If so—let it be hard—it is blessed! Let it be
tedious—your Father’s face of love is shining full upon it. Or if at this moment
some cloud is casting over it its gloomy shadow, that cloud will soon be gone,
having burst in mercy upon your head. (J. C. Miller, D.D.) The Lord thy God
is with thee whitherscever thou goest.—God with the good :—The Lord, whose
command is universal; God, whose power is invincible; the Lord thy God, whoss
mercies are incomprehensible, is with thee whithersoever thou goest. If the Lord
thy God be with thee, His wisdom is with thee to direct thee, His power to protect
thee, His strength to support thee, His goodness to maintain thee, His bounty to
reward thee, His word to encourage thee, and if thou die under His banner, His
angels presently to carry thee into heaven. Where the Israelites lamentably deplore
their ill success in war, they attribute it to God’s absence. * Thou goest not t‘ort};,"
sy they, * with our armies.” The Laced®monians, being overtaken by the Persian
horse and overwhelmed with great flights of arrows, did notwithstanding quietly
sit still, without making any resistance at all, or defence, till the sacrifices for
victory were happily ended; yea, though many were sore hurt, and some slain
outright before any good sign appeared in the entrails; but as soon as their general,
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Tnusanins, had found good tokens of victory, and persuaded his soldicrs of Lhoe
Divine approbation of their war, they arose, and with excellent courngo first roceivod
the charge of the barbarians, and after charged them afresh, nud slow Mardonius,
the Persian general, and many thousands of the rest, and got the day. If the
conjeetural hope of the aid and assistnuce of a sainted deily put such eournge and
resolution into the Lacedmmonians, shall not faith in the trne God and confidenco
in His help breed better blood, and infuse nobler spirits into the henrts of God's
warriors and Christian soldiers? God can save His, and overcome the enomy as
well with small forces as with great, but all the forces in the world without Him
have no foree at all. (D. Featley, D.D))  An inspiring presence :—\When Napoleon
first started to fight onr conntry and Austria, do you know what our soldiers called
him? It was *“ Wee One-hundred-thousand-men.” That was o fine name. It was
a grand testimony to the power of the little Napoleon in the midst of his army.
They asked one another, “Is ‘Wee One-hundred-thousand-men® in the army
to-day ?” He was worth that number of men. Pleass tell me at what figure you
rate the Son of God. Is Hein the hattle to-day? (J. Roberison.) The presence
of the Master :—DBacon has well said, that a dog is brave and generous when he
believes himself backed by his mnster, but timid and crouching, especially in a
strange place, when he is alone and his master away; and o human master, says
the philosopher, is as a god to the dog. o

Vers, 10, 11. Within three days ye shall paes aver this Jordan-—Three days’
pause =], WHAT THIS PAOSE MEANT. *“ Three days’ is a recognised period in
Scripture for death and resurrection. But there was another and deeper reason for
the delay, which closely touches one of the greatest principles of the inner life,
When Israel renched its banks, the Jordan wes in flood, and overflowing the low-
Iving lands on either side of its bed. Aecross the river stood Jericho, embosomed
in palms and tamarisks, in & very paradise of exquisite vegetation, its aromatic "
shrubs and gardens scenting the air. But as the people beheld it, all their
cherished hopes of taking it by their own enmergy or courage must have been
utterly dissipated. What could they do in face of that broad expanse of rushing,
foaming, turbulent waters? Maltitudes have come to the brink of that river, and
have been left there, waiting on its banks, that they might consider the meening of
those impassable waters, and carry away the sentence of death in themselves.
Abrabam waited there for more than twenty years foce to face with the apparent
impossibility of ever having a son, David waited there for almost as long, and it
must have seemed that the kingdom foretold to him as a youth lay on the other
side of insurmountable difficulties. Many a saint since then has been brought
down to these same banks, and has stood to witness these flowing streams. What
<hough the promise of God has offered all manner of blessedness and delight!
I'kat river! That flocded, fordless, bridgeless, boatless river! Are you there now ?
Do not hasten from it. Stand still and consider it until the energy and impetuosity
of your self-life lies down. You can never reach the blessed life by resolutions, or
pledges, or forms of covenant; your good self is as powerless now as_your bad self
was formerly; you must learn that your strength is to sit still, and thal the rich
blessings of God stored in Christ for you are an absolute gift to be received by the
oulstretiched hand of faith. II. How TrIs rausE was SPENT. During this space of
three daye events transpired which are hoth interesting snd typical, Amongst
other things Jericho was entered by the two spies. 1. Jericho may fitly stand for
the world of men over which judgment is impending, but which goes on its way
unheeding. Rahal, the poor outcast of Jericho, who had such sirange faith in God,
eniered in with the people to possess the land that flowed with milk and honey.
She is thus the type of Geniile-sinners who are permitted to share in the unsearch-
able riches of Christ, to sit with Him in the heavenlies, to form part of that new
vace which is gathering arcund the true Joshua, the Lord from heaven. 2. During
this brief pause Joshua also had an opportunity of ascertaining the feelings of the
two iribes and a half. Are pot these the type of Christians to whom the land of
promise is as freely open as to others, and who make an ineursion into it witl no
thoughi of remaining? They are wiliing to meet and measure their strength with
the seven nations of Canaan, but they are not prepared to nbandon the strong
facinations of the world, and to settle down to a life hidden with Christ in God.
The end of such is but too clearly suggested by the fate of those Eastern fribes.
They had their much grass, but they became gradually cut off from the corporate
life of Israel. They gave few great names to the rotl of saints and hevoes emblazoned
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on Israel’s story. ‘They fell first heneath the invasions of Assyria, and were swept
into captivity, from which they never returned. III. How THE PAUSE fDED, On
the third day the hosts seem to have come nearer the river’s brink, and their tents
wero pitched for the night within close proximity to the hurrying waters. It was
then that Joshun seid unto the people, “ Sanctify yourselves,” &c. From which it
would seem that the wonder-working power of God is dependent upon the sanctifi-
cation of Ilis people. * Why art Thou as a mighty man that cannot save ?”  “ He
could do no mighly works there, hecause of their unbelief.” We all want to see
wonders wrought by God-—in our own charncters, that the fir-tree may replace the
thorn and the myrtle the briar; in our homes, that the desert places may blossom
with roses; in our Churches, that they may arise and put on their beautiful
garments, Oh! for another Pentecost! Oh! to see converts fly as doves to their
windows! And why is it that we strain our eyes for them in vain? Is it not
because we have not sanctified ourselves? Sanctification means the cleansing of
the soul, and the putting on of the white robes of purity and humility. We are not
clean enough for God to use us. We are not humble enough to bear a great suecess.
(F. B. Meyer, B.4.) Crossing the Jordan:—Many good people daily pray
ageinst sudden death, and there are legitimate reasons for so doing; but to a child
of God it is of small consequence, for death will never find him unprepared if he is
living in communion with God. We will enter into the joy of our Lord, and be for
ever with Him. When God'’s children have their candle lighted for them, and they
know that it is time to go upstairs, they feel glad to end their pilgrimage, and rest
in Jesus. We are all of us much nearer home than we think. It will be greatly
wise to talk with our last hours, and to anticipate that time when the message shall
come, ‘“ Within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan.” I. OBSERVE THE
TENOR OF THIS NOTICE. Notice that there are three leading words in it : * prepare,”
¢ pass over,” * possess.” The first word that came to them was, ¢ Prepare.” Be
in journeying order. The soldier carries his rations with him when he has to make
2 quick march: ¢ Prepare you victuals.” Children of God, be ready to go from
this world. But inasmuch as he said, * Prepare you victuals ” did he not mean
* Begin to feed on food of that sort upon which you are henceforth to live’? The
manna would cease in three days, and never fall again. After they erossed the
Jordan, they would feed on the corn of the land. Feed on Christ, feed on spiritnal
food, feed on the pure truth of God’s Word, and feed your souls on nothing else.
Know the taste of what you eat, and let it be as clear and definite as that of butter
and honey, that so you may steadily refuse the evil and choose the good. Joshua
meant—Stand ready, for the time is getting very short. There is not long to wait.
Soon you will have traversed the stream, and landed on the hither shore. How
would you feel if you knew that within three days you must die? The exhortation
given in ver. 13 is one which may be useful also to us: ‘ Remember the
word.” It is a grand help for going over Jordan if we will remember the
word of the Lord. Our faith enables us both to live and to die on the promise of
God. But then he said also, * Sanctify yourselves” (chap. iii. 5). If we
knew we were to die in three days, should we not wish to put our hearts, our
thoughts, our families, into a better siate? Since we may die suddenly, let us
purify ourselves of all filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit. The next word was,
“Pass over this Jordan.” They were not called to linger on the brink, nor to sit
with their feet in the stream, but to cross over it. Israel had been forty years in
the wilderness, and surely that was long enough. He who hath served his God
with all his heart will not wish to linger a moment after his life-work is done. You
are not called to linger on the bed of sickness for ages, but to pass over to your rest.
And notice, the call was not to go down into the Jordan to stop there. Blessed be
God, we are not going down into the grave to be lost there ; but we make use of it
as an opened door to paradise. The third word was ¢ possess.” They were to pass
the river to possess the land which God had given them. Wae possess nothing here.
Those goods which we think we possess melt away like an icicle from a hot hand.
But we have on the other side of Jordan treasures worth owning. By o covenant
of salt, God hasgiven us in Christ Jesus everlasting rest, triumph, happiness, glory.
II. ODSERYE THE SEQUEL OF THIS NOTICE, or what followed upon the summons. The
first thing that happened to Israel was this, o singular faith was bestowed. I can
hardly believe that the people under Joshua were the children of those unbelieving
Jews whose carcases fell in the wilderness; for throughout the carly chapters of
Joshua it is recorded that they believed Joshua, whatever he said to them. He
had strange and strong things to utter, but they did not doubb or demur. Now,
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when the children of God come to die, those of them who have been poor, treinbling
things Lefore, receive new courage and unwonied strength, and even minister
comfort to those who are stronger than themselves. It is brave to see lhow Mr.
Ready-to-halt puts his crutches away when he is going over Jordan. Mr. Feeble-
mind bids them bury his feeble mind in a dunghill, for it would be of no use to
anybody. The Lord will give us more grace, and we shall wonder at ourselves that
we could have been aforetime so distrustful. ¢ At eventide it shall be light.”
Next. a special assurance was given: * To-morrow the Lord will do wonders among
vyou’ (chap. iii. 5). The Lord is always working marvels; but when we
come to cross the Jordan we shall sce His wonders in the deep. Next, note
that the people had with them a conquering leader. Joshua was atb their head, to
encourage and direct them. When you and I shall pass over Jordan we shall huave
Jesus with us. He says, *“ Be of good cheer. Becnuse I live, ye shall live also.”
But what next? The Israelites had a clear guidance afforded them (chap. iii. 4).
You have been through mauy experiences, but to die will be a new one. Once for
all, rou must cross this Jordan, therefore the Divine presence shall go before you,
and show you the way. Oh, yes, you shall have Divine direction when the darkness
gathers about you! With Israel a forerunner led the way. So our great High
Vriest has tasted death for every man. Nor did the forerunner quit the scene, for
the Divine presence remained. The priests went on till they came to the river-bed,
and descended the hollow, going on to the very centre of it. There they stopped
till all the host had passed over. The Lord Jesus will go before you as your great
High Priest, your propitiation and yonr covenant; and He will abide with you in
the last solemn article until you are safe landed on the shore of the land of promise.
In consequence of the priests going down into the river the stream was dried up.
Wonderful sight it must have been to behold the waters roll back, and stand in a
congealed heap. Thus there was a broad passage-way for the multitudes of Israel to
go marching through, and to effect the crossing rapidly. Suppose, when you come
to die, the Jordan should turn out to be no riverat all. What if you should go over
dry-shod? Why should it not be so? Death is a pin’s prick to many. Death hath
lost its terrors. ¢ The sting of death is sin,” and that is forgiven. ¢ The strength
of sin is the law,” and that is fulfilled. The black waters have failed; we pass over
Jordan dry-shod. Then notice, the people were very quick in crossing. Death is
short work. After all, what is the act of death? ¢« What!” cries one, ““is there
not a terrible amount of pain connected with death ?” I answer, **No.” It is life
that has the pain ; death is the finis of all pain. You blame death for a disease of
which he is the cure. You imagine a thing called death which does not really
exist. In the twinkling of an eye we shall be up and away! Therefore, because
vou will haste 10 pass over, you need not be alarmed at so short a trial, which will
actually turn out to be no trial at all. We read in chap. iv. 9 that the
Israelites in traversing the Jordan left a memorial behind. You also will bear
vour testimony in departing: you will set up your memorial for your children
after you, and they shall say, ** Our father died in sure and certain hope of being
with Jesus.” Even if your death-bed should not be so bright as some, even its
clouds may not be without their effect. A holy man had prayed much for his
boys and girls, but never saw them converted, and this, with the troubles which
grow out of their waywardness, made his last hours to be sadly clouded. But
mark how the Lord wrought! They buried their father, and when they were
met together, the eldest son turned to his brothers and remarked, “ If our father,
who was so good a man, was so troubled in death, what will become of us
when we die?” This most reasonable remark was the means of the conversion
of the brothers. 1 wonld like to die in the dark if it would bring all my people
to the Saviour. Would not you? One thing more: they also raised a memorial
on the other shore. They piled twelve stones upon each other in Canaan.
You and I, when we get to heaven, shall take our memorials with us, and pile
them up. We will make known to angels and principalities and powers the
manifold wisdom and goodness of God to us in life and death. (C. H. Spurgeon.)
Jordan at hand :—I. THE FIRST FEELING EXCITED BY THE ANNOUNCEMENT MUST
HAVE BEEN THAT OF JOY AND TRIUMPH. It was not alone on the contrast between
its fountains and depths springing out of valleys and hills, and the arid desolation
of the great howling wilderness, that the thoughts of the Hebrew rested, but on the
contrast of its repose. The sorest trials of his life had not probably been the
hunger and the thirst, the laborious journey and the tumult of the battle, but
tLe ceaseless motion—the moyement ever on and on. Rest, rest! rest anywhere,
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but, above all, in the land Lthat flowed with milk and honey, mnst have heen (he
innermost desire of his heart. Is not all this applicable to ourselves? It is not the
grent sorrows of our experience that constitute, after all, the weariness of life; hut
it is its change, its sense of uncertainty, the consciousness that we keep nothing,
call nothing absolutely our own. II. THERE MUST HAVE BLENDED WITH IT A GREAT
Tniat oF FArrn. The chosen land was indeed close at hand. It seemed as if they
could almost touch the shore. Just heyond gleamed in the sunshine the towers of
Jericho, and blue in the distnnce were the hills of Jud®a. But, close as they
scemed, Jordan rolled between, and they could not but ask how they were to eross
it. What, then, of that other Jordan, which we all must cross? that death we
must all die some {ime or other, and through which alone we can entev into our
Canaan ? Let us make sure that what awaits us beyond on the other shore is
heaven, and not the darkness. With the act of dying we have nothing whatever
to do. Itisin God’s hands, not ours, and there we must leave it. Has not the
ark gone before? III. AN ACT OF PREPARATION NEEDED: ‘' Prepare you victuals.”
There is nothing actually corresponding to this in the experience of the Christian
when he is called to cross into the better land. Special preparation for heaven,
the Christian needs none. If he be in Christ, that is enough ; he is safe. If he be
n believer, he can have no less; and though he were the highest of saints that
ever caught the light of the face of God, he could have no more than to be “ found
in Him, not having his own righteousness,” &c. For myself I can conceive
nothing more blessed than for a saint to pass at once from the midst of his work
for his Master into the enjoyment of his Master’s presence. Yet I admit that the
near sight of so great a change could not but very solemnly affect us, were the
warning given to ourselves. There would be an intense revival of faith and hope,
and in that close sight of heaven a flinging away of all earthly and temporal ties.
(E. Garbett, M.A.) ¢« Prepare you wvictuals” :—Sometimes we have heard
words like these fall from Christian workers: “I have faith to believe that God
will provide the means necessary to carry on this work,” and straightway they
assume liabilities and enter into engagements, and incur debts, in violation of
the plain command, “ Owe no man anything”; yea, they even sometimes
accuse their brethren of lack of faith because they cannot do God’s work in
this way. This is not good. To obey is better than to profess great faith; and
to hearken than sentimental unthinking zeal. What would we have thought
of Joshua if after he had received the Divine order to march forward he had said,
« T have faith to believe that God will provide the food necessary for victualling the
army all through the campaign; our commissariat is absolutely safe, for it is in
Divine hands. God has promised to be with me as He was with Moses, I have no
need to think of these things. All I have got to do is to hasten forward.” Nay,
nay! Joshua manifested his faith in a much more Divine fashion. ¢ Prepare you
victuals,” he said; do not expect that miraculous supply which has been granted
for forty years, now that you are in & position to do without it. You are no longer
helpless children, but grown men able to provide for yourselves. The battle is
the Lord’s, and He will not fail us nor forsake us, but we must use all reasonable
foresight in carrying on His work. We dare do nothing, we dare omit nothing, out
of harmony with His ways. (4. B. Mackay.) Self-help necessary :—Joshua
reminds us of the famous order attributed to Cromwell, ¢ Trust in God, and keep
your powder dry.” His piety was very unlike that of a certain Duke of Parma, of
whom it is written that, in a great crisis, ** while he had been praying, and nothing
more, the English had been praying, and something more.” He acted in the spirit
of the proverb, * God helps those who help themselves.” (T. W. M. Lund, M.4.)
““Ye shall pass over” :—+Oh,” but they might have said, “ we cannot pass over
Jordan, because there is Jericho right in front of us, and of course the inhabitants
will call in the Jebusites, who are not far off, at Jerusalem, and these will fetch in
the Hivites, and the Amorites, and all the other nations; and these will hotly
dispute the passage of the river, and it will be out of the question to force our woy
through that torrent, and fight up the other bank against such foes.” Such a fear
would be most natural. When Cesar tried to land in England, what did the
Britons do? They rushed into the water off Dover to meet the Romans, and they
fought with them in the surf of the sea. It was natural that brave men should
fight the invaders in the water, and not suffer them to tread t!’lell‘ soil. Do you
suppose that the Canaanites were less brave than the ancient Brltpns ? Had there
not been & spell upon them, they would have pressed back Israel in the river itself,
and would not have allowed them to enter the land. Yet Israel passed over Jordan
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at the appointed time. God had said, «“ Ye shall go over,"” and they did go ovor;
and no Canaanite, Hivite, or Jebusite dared to molest them. 8o the poor child of
God sighs, “ Alas! when I come to die, Satan will meet me, temptations and doubts
and fears will rush upon me.” We read in chap. iii. 16, ** And the people pnssed
over right against Jericho.” Fear not, O, trembling heart. God can so denl with
evil spirits, and with the doubts of your own spirit, that they shall be still as o
stone till you have passed over. No demon shall dare to peep or mutter. No
doubt or fear shall veniure near. We read, * All the Isrnelites pnssed over on dry
ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan,” Not an arrow or a
stone came from over the walls of Jericho. Glory be to the name of the Lord, He
made the hearts of Israel’s enemies to melt, so that no more cournge remained in
them. (C. H. Spurgcon.)

Vers. 12-18. Ye shall pass before your brethren armed.—Joshua's demand for
the services of the trans-Jordanic tribes :—In making this demand he declares their
duty plainly, supports it with reasons, and enforces it with firmness. The demand
he made was authoritative. It was founded on a past transnction to which they
had agreed. He showed that this was nothing more than the carrying out of an
arrangement previously made. From this it would not be lawful to deviate, for
the commandment of Moses in regard to this was the word of the Lord. The
demand was also reasonable. The raw lads and the worn-out soldiers, as well as
the inferior men, may stay at home to do garrison duty, the veterans must march
with him. Surely this is sensible. It is always wise to put the best men to
the most difficult work. In fulfilling this commission of the true Joshua, has
the Church always acted with equal wisdom and fidelity ? It did so in the purest
and palmiest days of missionary effort, when, filled with the spirit of wisdom and
love and power, it brcke forth on the right and left and speedily overran the known
world. Now it seems as if all the mighty men of valour should stay at home
to nurse the feeble spark of the Church’s vitality, while the striplings go to the
wars. Yea, are there not some who, instead of evangelising among the heathen,
expend all their energy in proselytising among Christians? The demand made
by Joshua on the pastoral tribes was also equitable. ‘ You have rest,” he might
have said; * your brethren have not. You got rest through their help, therefore
you are bound to help them to the.same blessing. The command of Moses in
regard to this was acquiesced in by you, therefore truth and honour require
its faithful carrying out.” Moreover, what an unseemly picture it would have
presented, to have seen part of the nation fighting hard, while their brethren sat
still and looked on in ignoble ease. And how shortsighted would this policy of
idleness have been. Only by the speedy and thorough conquest of all the land
could the heritage of any tribe be kept in pleasant and unquestioned possession.
To march with Joshua was the wisest, as well as the most seemly thing these
tribes could do. Surely the same arguments could be urged with equal force as
incentives to th> grand work of world-wide Christian testimony. (4. B. Mackay.)
All that thou commandest us we will do.—Brave responses :—The response
of the people was as noble in its way as that of their leader. There is a holy
rivalry between Israel and Joshua. They stir each other up to the great work
that has to be done. The outstanding feature in the response of the people
is its enthusiasm. It is plain from their respense that they are heart and
goul in the work before them, that they are only waiting for their leader’s
command to march forth a band of heroes. To say that their reply to- Joshua was
hearty would be to do them injustice; it was enthusiastic. Every soul in the
camp was stirred to its utmost depth. This is plain from the readiness with which
they replied. They did not hang back, waiting for each other to speak out.
Much less did they hunt up excuses why they should not march.. They did not
modify or minimise their responsibilities. They Were as eager o follow Joshua as
Joshua was to follow Jehovah. This enthusiasm was also manifested by their
cheerfulness. These men had not only promised to put their hands to this work,
but also made it plain that they felt it their highest privilege to be able to do
go. Oh! for such holy enthusiasm in the work of the Lord.in these days! The
Lest of us are but half-hearled at the hest, and some, alas! seem utterly unable
to get up the least spark of enthusiasm for holy things. If we proless to be
Christians, if we profess to do God’s work, if we profess to respond to the call
of the true Joshua, let us do it, not like galley-slaves, but like God’s freemen ; let
us do it as those who think His service our highest honour, Joshua’s. followers
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were also unreserved in acknowledging their allegiance. They kept nothing back
and made no reservation, They asked no questions and imposed no conditions.
Is obedience, prompt and unquestioning, the first duiy of a soldier? See how
sﬁlendidly it was posgessed by these Israelites. They declare that it is not for
them to make reply, not for them to reason why, but simply, constantly, to do
all that was commanded them. And if such glorious allegiance was due to Joshua,
much more it is due to our great Captain of salvation, Jesus Christ. Whatsoever
He commands in His Word we should do. Wheresoever He sends us in His
providence we should go. 'The response of the people was also humble, sincere,
earnest, and hopeful. A slight transformation in the opening words of ver. 17
maokes their menning more clear. It should read thus: * According to all in
which we hearkened to Moses so will we hearken unto thee.”” They do not here
brag of their obedience to Moses. Though betier than their fathers, they had
nothing to boast of, and conscious of their own weakness they merely said, ¢ We
will try to make our best obedience to Moses the model of our obedience to you.”
And there is good hope that they will succeed in carrying out this promise, for it is
plain that they make it in a prayerful spirit, inasmuch as they follow it up by
saying, ‘“Only the Lord be with thee as He was with Moses.”. This is no
impertinent limitation, qualifying their. full allegiance as already given; but an
earnest prayer that Joshua might constantly enjoy the Divine guidance, protection,
and blessing vouchsafed to Moses. Then they finish their response by words
vehement and uncompromising: ‘ Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy
commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest
him, let him be put to death.” What more could a leader desire than such
a spontaneous manifestation of fidelity? How must this declaration have
strengthened Joshua’s heart, showing so clearly as it did that his appointment
to. the leadership by Jehovah was so hearlily ratified by all the people. (4. B.
Mackay.) The moral advantages of good organisation :—1. Society must have
leadership, and leadership must be a question of competcnce. There are three
things about the true leader which are most notable—(1) He must be directly called
of God. Moses was; Joshua was. (2) Being directly called of God, he will walk
constantly in the Divine counsel: ‘“This book of the law shall not depart,” &c.
(3) Walking constantly in the Divine counsel, he shall achieve the most dis-
tinguished success. This is God’s promise. 2. Organisation is as much required
in the Church as in the army. The mature thinker, the new-born Christian, the
untried youth, the undisciplined mind, and the cultivated intellect, cannot be
equal, and ought not to have equal authority in the Church. I. Such orcaNisiTION
WOULD FACILITATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TALENT. In the absence of wise
organisation, the modest man will be ignored or crushed. He will have no power
and no disposition to cope with the self-asserting and blustering men who worship
their own infallibility. For the moment insolence will vanquish genius, simply
because genius disdains the rude weapons which insolence adopts, and cares not
to fight where even victory would be disgrace. -II. SUCHE ORGANISATION WOULD
CONSOLIDATE THE CHRISTIAN BOCIETY ASSEMBLING IN ONE PLACE. The army is a
compact confederacy. Its consolidation is its strength. Break up its wisely
arranged gradations, and its power is paralysed. The same principle has its
bearing upon the Church. III. SUCH ORGANISATION WOULD PRESENT THE MOST
FORMIDABLE FRONT TO THE ENEMY. FEvery man in his place, every man moving
at the same word of command, every man living for the eommon good—Ilet that
programme be carried out, and no power can withstand the united influence of
Christ’s believers. Disorder is weakness; disorder is waste! IV. SucE orGaxi-
SATION WOULD PROMOTE A MOST EEALTHFUL SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE. The organisation
which God appoints is calculated to train men to habits of self-dominion.
The young man is held in check; the passionate man is subdued; the lethargic
man is quickened ; and each nature has the advantage of association with natures
of a different type. The organisation thus commended is not merely mechanical;
it is the order which comes of a living love, which is willing to do the most good in
the least time. (J. Parker, D.D.) Fidelity to engagements :——There was no
going back from their word, even though they might have found a loophole of
escape. They might have said that as the conquest of Sihon and Og had been
accomplished so easily, so the conquest of the western tribes would be equally
simple. Or they might have said that the nine fribes and a half could furnish
quite a large enough army to dispossess the Canaanites. Or they might have
discovered that heir wives and children were exposed to dangers they had not
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apprehended, and that it would be necessary for the entire body of the men lo
remain and protect them. But they fell back on no such after thought. They
kept their word at no small cost of toil and danger, and furnished thereby n
perpetual lesson for those who, having made a promise under pressure, are tempted
to retire from it when the pressure is removed. Fidelity o engagements is a noblo
quality, just as laxity in regard to them is a miserable sin. Even pagan Rome
could boast of a Regulus who kept his oath by returning to Carthage, though it
was to encounter a miserable death. In Psalm xv. it is a feature in the
portrait of the man who is to abide in God’s tabernacle and dwell in His holy
hill, that he  sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.” (W. G. Blaikie, D.D.)
The Lord thy God be with thee.—Prayers for men in public offices :—Rulers who
answer the end of their office as guardians of civil and religious liberty are pillaxs
of a land. They uphold and support it, and keep it from tottering and sinking. We
should pray for them—1. That they may be endued with every grace and virtue
which can animate to the faithful and diligent execution of the duties of their
office. If piety, true patriotism, and zeal for the interests of religion are at present
less conspicuous in many who hold civil or military offices than they have been in
some former periods, there is the greater need to beseech Him, with whom is the
residue of the Spirit, to pour out abundantly. 2. We should pray that all in
offices, eivil or military, may be endued with the gifts and talents necessary for the
honourable discharge of their several offices. Capacity and genius, as well as good
dispositions, are requisite for serving the public. It is from Divine influence that
rulers diligently search what conduct is just and wise; hearken to salutary advice,
from whatever quarter it comes; and have clear understandings to discern, and
sound judgments to choose the right path, even in situations the most intricate and
perplexed. 3. We should pray that, in consequence of good dispositions and
eminent abilities, rulers may actually adopt the measures which best tend to
promote the public good. It is not enough that a ruler avoids, in his own practice,
whatever may embolden wickedness, and recommends, by an exemplary conduct,
that righteousness which exalteth a nation. He must vigorously enforce and
execute the laws already established for restraining wrong and wicked lewdness,
and help forward the enacting of such new laws as may be needful for restraining
them more effectually. 4. We should pray God to prosper the endeavours of all in
civil and military offices for promoting the public good. (John Erskine, D.D.)

CHAPTER II.

Vens. 1-24. Joghua . . . sentout . . . two men to spy.—The spies despatched :—
I. THE POSITION IN WHICE JOSHUA AND THE ISRAELITES WERE PLACED. It wasa difficult
task that had been performed by Moses; did not a harder remain? It was some-
thing to lead such a host through the wilderness. Surely more is required now the
armour is to be put on, active service entered, and they brought face to face with
their foes. But was not Joshua specially called to the onerous duty ? Certainly he
was! We have been called to a work individually, collectively. God has pro-
mised success in it; the work is that of dispossessing before possessing. We are to
enjoy the companionship of God in it. Still, like Joshua, we have to depend on
tbat word of promise. The comparison is in our favour. We have the example of
all the generations from Joshua till the present. These have been strengthened by
the life of Christ. In Him we have a volume of testimony confirmatory of our
highest hopes. II. THAT ALL THESE PROMISES DO NOT PRECLUDE THE USE OF PROPER
araxs. What are the feelings of a child when receiving a promise from an earthly
parent? Does not the promise heighten affection, induce carefulness, and prompt
to obedience ? Who ever knew a child made neglectful by a well-timed promise ?
Is not man the same in all his relations—is he not still a man, though dealing with
God? What are the effects of His promises—do they not in every way stimulate
to increased affection and zeal? To expect without working is to tempt God—to
work without expecting is to dishonour Him. In all that has been and is now
doing in the world for God, we-find the principle of co-operation prevailing. God
works out His purposes by human instrumentalities—men, orgamged into Churches,
in their collective or individual capacity, work, and God crowns with success. Man
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without God can do nothing. God without man does nothing, and although we
have tho agsurance that through our instrumentality the fortresses of sin shall he
vanquished, and the flag of our Master float upon the ramparts, we are bound care-
fully lo consider our steps, and to use all our God-given powers to accomplish the
object. We have our Jericho in the world. Adult worll—juvenile world—spy the
land, call into action all your powers; God will surely give you the land to possess.
III. Tur WILLINGNESS ON THE PALT OF TAE MEN TO UNDERTARE THE DIFFICGLT
wonk. They respond at once {o the call of their leader, and trusting in God are
honoured with success. With this spirit thoroughly in our Churches, what a large
amount of work we should do. We seem to think the time for special workings
and special deliverances has past. Nay, this is the time; that army on the east of
Jordan is but a picture of ourselves. The work is before us. There runs a river
between us and our work; yes, and we thank God for it. If we could, we would
not on any account remove it. It is the right order of things. He that would do
any work must cross it, and we may take it for granted the width, depth, and
swiftness of the stream will be proportioned to the value of the work. Farnest
workers will cross it, manfully trusting in God, and these are the only successful
workers. (J. H. Snell.) Beginning at the tight point : —From military wisdom
we may learh the moral wisdom of always striking first at the right point. Every-
thing turns upon the first stroke in many a controversy and in many an arduous
battle. Why do men come home at eventide saying the day has been wasted ?
Because their very first step in the morning was in the wrong direction, or the very
first word they spoke was the word they ought not to have uttered. Wiih all thy
getting, get understanding of how to begin life, where to strike first, what to do and
when to do it, and exactly how much of it to do within given time. If you strike
the wrong place you will waste your strength, and the walls of the city will remain
unshaken. A blow delivered at the right place and at the right time will have
tenfold effect over blows that are struck in the dark and at random : however
energetic they may be, and however well delivered, they fall upon the wrong place,
and the result is nothing. That is what is meant by wasted lives. Men have been
industrious, painstaking, even anxious in thoughtfulness, and the night has been
encroached upon so that the time of rest might be turned into a time of labour;
yet all has come to nothing: no city has been taken, no position has been estab-
lished, no progress has been made. Why? Simply because they did not begin at the
right point. (J. Parker, D.D.) Rahab.—A4n unezpected ally of the Lord’s host ; or,
Rahab and her faith :—Imaginative writers have pictured Rahabas attired in gaudy
costume, going about the city with her harp (Isa. xxiii. 16), and at this very time
in pursuit of her evil trade. Others, following Josephus, have adopted so charitable
an estimate of her profession as to suppose her to have been simply a tavern-keeper.
May we not, perhaps, take a middle line, and venture to believe that one who had
become a believer in the God of Israel had also, ere this, repented of and forsaken
the infamous life which her title imports. She appears from the narrative to be
supporting herself by her own industry, in the preparation and dyeing of flax. One
thing is certain, and that is that pure and saving faith cannot exist with foul and
deadly sins. In reference to Rahab’s faith, observe—I. THE WONDER OF ITS EXIS-
TENGE. Here dwells an unfortunate woman. She has had no spiritual advantages
—no Sabbaths, no Scriptures, no teachers—and yet in the base purlieus of & Jericho,
in the heart of that poor harlot, like a fair pearl that lies within & rough shell
among the weeds and rocks at the sea bottom, there is found precious faith, faith
that finds utterance in & good confession (ver. 11). Here is encouragement for
those who are called, in the providence of God, to minister where worldliness and
frivolity, and pride and bitter opposition to the truth prevail. Here, too, is
encouragement for those who minister in uncouth regions, where sin and ignorance
seem to shut out hope of blessing. Let missionaries and visitors in alleys and
courts, in attics and cellars, which seem like nests of blasphemy and impurity, take
heart. The unholy atmosphere of gin palaces, and even of houses like that in
which Joshua’s spies sought refuge, cannot exclude the Holy Ghost, or nullify the
Gospel message. Il Irs PRACTICAL opERATION. A poetic faith may lift its
possessor to the heavens in ecstacies. A talking faith may delight the hearers with
glowing descriplions of supposed experiences and imaginary prospects. But tho
faith that saves is known by its works. Such a faith was Rahab’s. Her faith
wrought with her works, and by works was her faith made perfect. IIL Its saviNe
Tenpency. The charncteristic of true faith is ever to tend towards salvation. Faith
accepts the warnings of the Word of God as true, and leads men to Hee from the
) 3
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wrath to come. Now we shall find this to be n marked characleristic in the fnith
of Rahab. It inclines her to seek salvation both for herself and for her kindred.
IV. I1s RICE REWARD. Vain are man’s promises of help except God approve the
pledge. The oath of the spies to deliver Rahab and her house had navailod her
nothing had not God Himself, by a notable miracle, confirmed their word. Joshun
held himself bound by the covenant of his representatives ; but what was more, tho
Lord accepted Rahab’s faith and spared her house, or, when the walls of Jericho
fell down, her house had fallen too, for it abutted on the wall. But it fell not, but
stood unscathed amid the overthrow, a monument of Divine faithfulness and mercy.
Nor will that faithfulness and mercy fail to save any, even the most unworthy, who
has entered into the covenant of grace. ¢ Our life for yours!” may overy ambns-
sador of the gospel say. If the eonditions of salvation be observed, thy house and
thy hope shall stand, though a thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at
thy right hand. (G. W. Butler, M. 4.) 4 parenthesis of grace :—Let us look at
Rahab’s faith, and meditate on a few of its phases. I. Consider the minpRANCES of
her faith. 1. There were hindrances which arose from herself. She was the harlot
Rahal. Her character was exceptionally cvil. She belonged to a class than whom
there are none more hardened, inaccessible, and hopeless. Moreover, she had found
her calling profitable, and therefore, naturally speaking, would be the more firmly
wedded to her evil ways. Moreover, Israel is coming to Jericho for the purpose of
executing the Divine vengeance on the very evils of which she is guilty. The cry
of the Canaanites has ascended to heaven; in long-suffering patience God has
weited till now, but at last He has sent forth His hosts to consume them utterly.
How much, then, was there, in herself, to keep Rahab from trust in Jehovah!
2. There were also hindrances to Rahab’s faith arising from her natural friends.
The example of all her neighbours would encourage her in a path of unbelief.
Her faith would make her an oddity in Jericho. 3. There were hindrances
to her faith arising from her natural enemies. Israel, the people of Jehovah,
were arrayed against her and her people, and were even now marching
onward to their destruction. The mission of Israel is not one of mercy; but of
judgment. Their feet are not beantiful upor the mountains, bringing good tidings
of peace. They bring no gospel to the Canaanites, but war, disaster, and death are
in their invincible path. How black was the outlook for Rahab. II. Consider THE
oppPoRTGNITY of her faith. Faith always finds, or rather God always gives to faith, an
opportunity for its manifestation. As in the day of Sodom’s doom, the Lord
delayed till righteous Lot had escaped to Zoar, saying, “I cannot do anything till
thou be eome thither,” so now, if there is a single soul in Jericho groping after
Him in the darkness of vice and heathenism, He will delay the march of His
destroying hosts, to give that soul the opportunity which it requires and for which
it longs. He can do nothing in judgment till that one soul in the doomed city is
brought into a place of safety.- Thus this pause in the Divine and just act of
judgment, this parenthesis of grace, this long-suffering of God, is salvation.
T Consider THE opeRrATION of her faith. Rahab showed her faith by her works. We
cannot, and do not, defend the deliberate falsehood by which she misled her fellow
citizens in search of the spies; but we must remember that her whole training
from childhood had been in lies, and that this was a sudden emergency. She was
no well-instructed saint, walking under the light of God’s countenance, but a great
sinner groping after Him. There is sufficientin her conduct to manifest a heart truly
sincere and anxionsly solicitous for the welfare of God’s people, willing to risk her
own life to save theirs. IV. Turn now to THE conression of her faith, He that
believes with the heart confesses with the mouth, All the believing add to their
faith virtue, boldness in confessing the truth; all are witnesses. To the spies
Rahab said, I know that the Lord hath given you the land,” &c. She does not
say, “ I think,” « I suppose,” ¢ I fear,” but “I know.” She believes as firmly in
the promises of God as any in Israel. And as she believes in the promises of God,
so0 she believes in the God of the promises. How clear and unmistakable is her
confession of the name of Jehovah; how high, and exalted, and spiritual ; how
wonderful, in the mouth of one trained from infancy to worship stocks and stones,
iruined to think that the power of the different deities was local and circumscribed :
“The Lord your God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath !
V. Next let us ponder THE TRIAL of her faith, Faith is always tested, that it may be
menifested as Divine. Had Rahab sought to add anything to the instructions of
the spies, bad she consulted her own ideas as to the best means of ensuring her
safely, she would have manifested her folly, and would have miserably failed.
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8o trust in any other means than those which God has provided, trust in anything
but the blood of the Lamb, is o manifestation of folly and a sure cause of failure,
VI. Consider also The soLiciTune of her faith, She was anxious not only ahout
her own safety, but about that of those who were dear to her. She was not
selfishly absorbed in looking after her own welfare, content if she herself escaped ;
but, with true affection, nrranged for the rescue of her relatives. The work of
Rahab, in bringing in others, is similar to that of every saved soul. After we our-
selves are snved we are not to rest content ; we are not to sit down in idleness and
ease because all is well with us for cver. We are to bear on our hearts those who
ore still exposed to the Divine judgment; we are to be up and doing, instant in
season and out of season, if by any means we may save some. VII. Con-
sider THE REWARD of her faith. When the dread day of Jericho’s judgment came,
what o joy must it have been to Rahab to know that all dear to her were safe. But
who can tell the rapture of those who have saved a soul from eternal death, and
covered a multitude of sins? Surely such a glorious reward, such a monument of
everlasting renown, is worth labouring for, worth living for, worth dying for. But
turning again to the case before us, why did the multitudes in Jericho thus perish
without pity? Was it because the cup of their iniquity was full? Yes, truly,
for they had fearfully corrupted their ways. But, while many sins characterised
the Canaanites, the Holy Ghost selects one sin as emphatically that which
coused their destruction. Which sin? Unbelief. That which distinguished
Rahab from the rest was not superior morality, higher intelligence, ‘a more
exemplary life, a better naturzl disposition, but faith in God. She bLelieved;
they believed not. Because she believed, she was saved; because they believed
not, they perished. Even so, many sins may characterise you, and each
one is like a millstone round your neck, fitted to drag you down to endless de-
struction, but your great, culminating, condemning sin is unbelief (Mark xvi. 16).
But Rahab was not only rescued from the judgment of Jericho, she was also
received into the number of God’s people. Even so the sinner who believes in
Jesus is not only saved from wrath to come, but is received into the Church, the
house of the living God, there to be instructed more fully in the ways of God ; there
to learn all the lessons that the grace of God can teach; to deny ungodliness and
worldly lust; to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world, looking
for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ. (4. B. Mackay.) Rahab’s reasoning :—The woman had an eye to
see and an ear to hear. She knew better than to suppose that a nation of slaves by
their own resources could have eluded all the might of Pharaoh, subsisted for forty
years in the wilderness, and annihilated the forces of such renowned potentates as
Sihon and Og. She was no philosopher, and could not have reasoned on the
doctrine of causation, but her common sense taught her that you cannot have extra-
ordinary effects without corresponding causes. It is one of the great weaknesses of
modern unbelief that with all its pretensions to philosophy it is constantly accept-
ing effects without an adequate cause. Jesus Christ, though He revolutionised the
world, though He founded an empire to which that of the Cesars is not for a
moment to be compared, though all that were about Him admitted His supernatural
power and person, after all was nothing but a man. The gospel that has brought
peace and joy to so many weary hearts, that has transformed the slaves of sin into
children of heaven, that has turned cannibals into saints, and fashioned so manyan
angelic character out of the rude blocks of humanity, is but & cunningly devised
fable. 'What contempt for such sophistries, such vain explanations of facts patent
to all, would this poor woman have shown! How does she rebuke the many that
keep pottering in poor natural explanations of plain supernatural facts instead of
menfully admitting that it is the arm of God that has been revealed and the voice
of God that has spoken. (W. G. Bluikie, D.D.) Gradual enlightenment :—If we
ask, How could liahab have such a faith and yet be a harlot? or How could she
have such faith in God and yet utter that tissue of falsehoods about the spies with
which she deluded the messengers of the king ? we answer that light comes but
gradually and slowly to persons like Rahab. The conscience is but gradually
enlightened. How many men have been slaveholders after they were Christians !
‘Worse than that, did not the godly John Newton, one of the two authors of the
Olney hymns, continue for some time in the slave trade, conveying cargoes of his
fellow-creatures stolen from their homes, before he awoke to a sense of its infamy ?
Are there no persons among us calling themselves Christians engaged in traffic that
brings awful destruction to the bodies and souls of theix fellow-men? That Rahab
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should have continued as she was afier she threw in her lot with God’s people i3
inconceivable; but there can be no doubt how she was living when she first comes
into Bible history. And as to her falsehoods, though some have excused lying
when practised in order to save life, we do not vindicate her on that ground. All
falsehood. especially what is spoken to those who have a right to trust us, must be
offensive to the God of truth, and the nearer men get to the Divine image, through
the growing closeness of their Divine fellowship, the more do they recoil from it.
Rahab was yet in the outermost circle of the Church, just tonching the boundary;
the nearer she got to the centre the more would she recoil alike from the foulness
and the falseness of her early years. And yet, though her faith may at this time
have been but as a grain of mustard seed, we see two effects of it that are not
to be despised. One was her protection of the Lord's people, as represented
by the spies; the other was her concern for her own relations. (Ibid.)
Rahab’s jaith:—Faith in the human heart is a Divine work end e Divine wonder.
Jesus wondered when He beheld the witness of it in the message of the centurion,
and in the cry of the Syro-Pheenician, and sometimes it occurs among circumstances
so strange and unlikely as to compel the wonder even of our hard heerts and dull
minds. The faith of Rahab is of this class—strange, unaccountable on merely
natural grounds. That this plant of heavenly renown should take root and spring
up in such uncongenial soil is what we do not naturally look for. Her faith
reminds us of a tree we have seen in the Highlands of Scotland. At the bottom
of a wild glen stood a huge boulder, which towered high above those which had
toppled with it from the mountain side, and it had a strange crown. On its summit,
as if rising out of the rock, grew a young tree—green, vigorous, and healthy.
From its peculiar position, it attracted the notice of every passer-by; it was the
only tree for miles around, and there, in that wilderness, and on that rock, it grew,
planted as it were by the finger of God. Even so the faith of Rahab is a great
wonder, & tree of paradise, planted by the hand of God, in the midst of a wilderness
of moral and spiritual desolation. A 1mized character :—They are mixed
characters and mixed actions in the moral sense; and just as we may take a
conglomerate mineral and single out one ingredient for remark, so we may fix
our minds upon one aspect of a complex action, disregarding all other aspects for
the time, with admiration or condemnation. It is what we do continually. We
speak highly of an author’s genius—without approval of his principles; we praise
the skill of some diplomatist—whose policy. we strongly condemn; we do not
grudge our admiration to the powers of Napoleon—though we may believe him to
have been a monster of iniquity. In a famous essay John Foster illustrates
decision of character by a number of striking instances. He refers to the
untameable soul of Milton as portrayed in ¢ Paradise Lost’’; to the sublime height
to which Pompey was raised by his ambitious spirit; to the constancy of purpose
with which a Spaniard pursued and at last accomplished his revenge; to the
indefatigable industry with which a ruined spendthrift regained his fortune and
died a miser. But none is so foolish as to accuse the essayist of commending
obstinacy, ambition, revenge, or miserliness. Now_, the same principle must be
applied to an interpretation of Scripture. The unjust steward, e.g., was a bad
man: he was selfish, unprincipled, a downright rogue. But withal he was
prudent; he forecast the future; he directed Lis energies towards providing for
it; and he succeeded. In his prudence, then, is he set forth as an example for
us. (Sunday School Times.) our hearts did melt.—The powers of evil in
terror :—1I think that testimony stands yet. We, who are fighting Joshua’s battle
to-day, should take to heart this word that has leaked out from the headquarters
of the devil’'s army; and the word is this, that with all the devil's swagger, and
bravado, and bluster, he is a bigger coward than we are, and that is big enough.
He is really not so bold as he is trying to pretend. He knows that the doom is
coming, and Rahab is the testifier; and she ought {0 know : she has been near
him and is intimate with the latest information on that side. I say, I think that
we should all take this. It stands here. This is a bit of the Word of God that
«liveth and abideth for ever.” And its great value to you and me who are fighting
to-day in the wars of the Lord under the heavenly Joshua is that, all appearances
1o the contrary notwithstanding, the fear of us and the terror of us are working
yonder before we arrive. God is making a way for His conquering purpose before
we thunder at the enemy’s gate. Therefore let us nerve ourselves. Therefore let
us be strong. Therefore do not let us be daunted by the colossal and seemingly
impiegnable powers of evil. There is o trembling and a quivering in the devil's
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host. * Your terror is fallen upon us.”” Who wonld think it, to read the secular
press? What nonsense clever men talk about religion, ag if it were a feeble kind
of thing, such as they would call in Scotland *a fozy turnip”’—-a half-rotten,
effete, useless thing. ** We are going to have reforms, and we are going to make
things o great deal better, but we will have no religion.” Did ever anybody hear
such nddle-headed talking by clever men? No religion! Oh, indeed! You are
going to bow out Jesus Christ? You ought to have been born a long while before
you were, if you are going to do that. You have come into the world much too
late to put it right without Christ. He is here, and He means to be here, and I
trust we are all with Him. Oh, what encouragement there comes to us out of this!
What encouragement—that the kingdom of darkness in all its domain is tottering
to its fall, and it knows it! Strange it is that we who are serving under the
heavenly Joshua, and have all these things to fortify us and to infuse strength into
us, are so nervous and womanish. Oh, to be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might, and to be strengthened by what we read here as to the condition of
things in the enemy’s camp! They are just about to surrender if we would put on
a bold front. (John McNeill.) The Lord your God, He is God.— Our God, God
over all :—I. Tre Lorp Yyourn Gop. Iam aware that * our Lord ”” and ¢ our Saviour,”
and so on, are phrases that are frequently employed thoughtlessly, ignorantly, and
profanely ; but this does not render their value less. Whatever faith is in exercise,
so that the believer can really claim his affinity, his relationship, it is most blessed
so to do. Nay, more; there is no solid happiness and permanent peace for any
child of Adam until that child of Adam can claim this relationship : ** the Lord
our God.” But oh! ‘wonder, ye heavens, and be astonished, O earth,” at this
amazing condescension: that the great Eternal—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—
should give to His elect family each of the Persons, and all the perfections and
attributes of self-existent Deity, as the Church’s portion and inheritance. II. He
18 Gop 1IN EEAVEN. As for myself, the fact that Jehovah, the covenant God of
Israel, is *“ my God,” makes me look up to heaven and think of heaven with the
utmost confidence ; aye, without a scruple ; aye, upon scriptural assurance of calling
it my home. Now, mark two or three things arising out of this fact that < He is
God in heaven above.” All the records of heaven written and kept by Him$ all
the enjoyments of heaven bestowed, communicated, imparted, in His presence;
all the inhabitants of heaven His own choice, His own redemption, His own
workmanship. He is absolute Sovereign ‘in heaven” of the fixed decrees of
heaven ; absolute Sovereign ‘“ in heaven ” of all the glories of heaven ; and absolute
Sovereign * in heaven” of all the inhabitants of heaven. Oh! what security is
here! ¢ The Lord your God is God in heaven above.” III. HE 1s Gop IN EiRTH
BENEATH. Here we have a solution of the mystery of His providence. He is God
in earth, as well as in heaven; tell Him all about it. Go with thy sorrows, thy
caves, thy domestic woes, thy bodily afflictions, thy circumstantial trials, thy
matters of business, thy little things as well as thy great things; for * He is God in
earth.” ¢ The Lord your God is God in earth beneath.”” Oh! I had saved myself
a thousand sorrows if I had always lived upon this principle. I had saved myself
a thousand woes, if I had lived as if there was ‘“‘a God on earth.” (J. Irons.)
Bind thisline of scarlet thread in the window.—The scarlet line :—In Scripture we
find the blessing of God and the curse of God concentrated not only in individual
souls, but also in cities. Thus Jerusalem is constantly set forth in Seripture as the
city of blessing (Psa. xlviii. 1-3, 1. 2). On the other hand, Jericho is the city of
the curse (chap. vi. 17). These two cities, then, are evidently representative cities.
Jerusalem, the city of blessing, represents the Church of God, destined to eternal
life. Jericho, the city of the curse, represents the world, alienated from God, and
destined to destruction. And then what will Rahab represent but those who are
gathered out of the one into the other, not on account of anything good in them-
selves, any naturnl excellencies or attainments, but by the grace of God, and
according to His good pleasure. And specially does she, herself a Gentile, seem to
represent those of the Gentiles who are brought to God. Rahab’s faith showed
itself in this, that she recognised God. She looked above second causes. It was
not Israel’s power and prowess, but God’s hand, which she saw (vers. 9-11). All
this throws much light on the nature of true faith. It shows us, first, that living
faith earries us straight to God. Our henrts nre very prone to get entangled in
second causes—to look at the hand of man, and forget the hand of God. The
language of fnith is, * It is the Lord.”” It elcvates the heart above second causes,
nnd enables it to rest, not, it may be, without many struggles, on the will an’ arm
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of God. Again, we see in this history that faith is the principle of n new life.
Rahab’slite had been an unhallowed one, and she had sunk lower than many eihers
in Jericho. But now through Divine grace she rises highor than all (Heb. xi. 51).
And faith is always the same; the same in ils objeet, which is God; the sane in
its principle, which is Ris grace; the snme in its resuli, which is holiness of life.
Rahal believed in the approaching doom of Jericho; she felt that its dnys were
numbered. The true Christinn now believes that & more nwful and universal
judgment is coming upon the world, and he flees from the wraih to come—ftees to
the only Refuge from the storm. Duat Rahab went further. She wished to have
some assurance that her life, and the life of her family, would be spared. It is not
wonderful that she should have desired this token; and we may well imagine what
comfort she must have felt when the scarlot line was flonting in the air at her
window, Very solemn thoughis musti olten have weighed upon her heart—thoughts
of the awful destraction which awaited her fellow-townsmen ; but she felt no
anxiety about herself and family. The scarlet line silenced every fear. And it it
was natural in Rahab to desire a token of her safety, is it not even more natural in
the true Christian to desire it? And one there is which is granted sooner or later
to those who walk with God. It is not always given at once; often it grows up by
degrees. But yet, sooner or later, it is given. The blood of Jesus secures pardon,
and also produces assurance. But notice that there is a wide difference between
the fwo. TForgiveness is one thing; the knowledge of forgiveness is another.
Forgiveness of sin we must have, to be Christians. Assurance is a privilege which
Christians should seek, and seek until they find, and then watch, that they may
retain it. If, then, you would have the secarlet line floating at the window of your
hearls, you must trust simply in Christ. This of itself is enough to bring, and
does often bring, assurance ; but if not, endeavour to walk with God. Be diligent
in doing His will and work, and perhaps God will meet you then, and will crown
some act of faith and self-denial and devoted service with a true token, a scorlet
line of His assurance-love. Having proceeded thus far with the history of Rahub,
we must say a few words about its conclusion. What a difference that little piece
of searlet line made! It was not a mere token arranged between man and man;
it whs sanctioned in heaven. God’s eye ns well 5 man’s was fizxed upon the scarlet
line, and Rahab was protected. And if that scarletline made so great a difference
in her case, and secured her protection, oh, how much more shall the blood of
Christ secure that of the true Christian! Is it sprinkled upon your heart? Does
God’s eye see it there ? Then all your sins, however many, are {orgiven; ell your
enemies, however stroog, will be overcome. DBut there is still one other point
to be noticed in Rahab’s history. You will find it stated in chap. vi. 55, where
it says, “ She dwelleth in Israel unto this day.” 8o that from that time
forth, though she had been a sinner of the Gentiles, she was put among God’s
children, reckoned 8s one of His own Israel; and- even, we learn irom
Matt. i. 5, so honoured of God as to be one of the line from whom Jesus was
descended. And do we not learn from this how completely the blood of Jesus
cleapses from all sin? how real a thing is the forgiveness of sins? how great
and eptire is the change which the grace of God makes in the heart?
(G. Wagner.) Rahab saeved :—]1. THE SOVEREIGN MERCY OF GOD WAS MAGNIFIED
IN THE PREVIOUS CHABACTEL AND POSITION OF THE INDIVIDUAL T0O WHOM IT WAS VOUCH-
s1FED. 11, THE ONEKESS, THE PRIMEVAL, CONSTANT, AND CONTINUED IDENTITY OF TAE
WAY OF BALVATIONX, from the blood that flowed upon Abel's altar, and I doubt not
upon Adam’s also, to * the blood of sprinkling that speaketh better things than that
of Abel.”” By that line—as with Rohab, so with the Church—the messengers that
brought it to her and taught it to her had anlready escaped ; it had borne their
weight, proved its efficacy ; and the Church knows it to be strong enough still. She
knows it to be the cable-line which rivets her to the anchor of hope, « sure and
steadfast, which enlereth into thut within the veil.” Ah! who that has ever tried
it, who that has ever ‘“ fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before him,” hath
not found the promise {fulfilled in his happy experience—I will draw them with
the cords of love, with the bands of a man”! DBlessed Jesus! Thou art this
s« scarlet line,” dyed with the blood of propitiating mercy, III. ANOTHER EXEMPLARY
FEATURE IN THE ACT OF RAHAB'S FALTH IS 1TS GREAT STMPLICITY. What could be simpler
ihan Lying a scarlet line in a window ? Had the gospel nssumed o more seientific
and imposing form—had its principles becn more eluborate and philosophieal—had
it required years of sludy to comprehend it, and thereby n.ttn.c!nedi somo literary
reputation to the ultimate adept in it—had it been like the rabinnieal lore of theo
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Ilebrews, or the mythological mysteries of the Greeks, beyond the reach of the
vulgnr, and o consequent badge of distinetion to the initinted—had its prophet
required us to do some great thing—were its peculiar privileges obtainable only by
the pomp ol n rilual, the costliness of sacrifice, or the toil of pilgrimage—then the
ovangelical Sion hnd never been destitute of its thousands of devotees and ten
thonsands of disciples; bat when it appears in the guise of a system of which
o child can appreciate the beauty, and which only requires the spirit of a child to
learn and entertain it—when ¢ the wayfaring man,” as he runs apon his business.
may read it—when its elastic principles expand their comprehensive arms to the
embrace of all men, and like the outstretched arms of its crucified Anthor upon
the Cross seem to offer mercy on the right hand and on the left—when its whole
system is summed up in a single sentence, * Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved ”—then the world turns its back upon the Church, is ashamed
of the fellowship of children and valgar and illiterate people, the simplicity of the
truth is mistaken for vulgarity, and the house of God is eschewed and avoided,
because, instend of the sumptuous drapery and tinselled garniture of the noble, the
poelical, the dramatic, the speculative, and the vain, its only ornament and ensign
is the Cross of Christ—its sole phylactery is ¢ the scarlet line in the window.”
IV. RAHAB’S ACT OF FAITH EXTENDED A DLESSING, AS EVERY ACT OF FAITH DOES, TO
THE WHOLE FAMILY. She gathered her father and mother and brethren and all her
kindred into her house; and the emblem in the window spared them all. Yet I
suppose it will scarcely be contended that it was the bit of thread that saved them,
rather than the covenant of which that thread was the sign. But just as idle is the
theory that the sancrament is salvation, instead of the sign of the Saviour; as
inaccurate is the impression that faith itself saves, and not His blood and righteous-
ness which faith appropriates. Why, there is no more saving merit in faith than
there is in works—not a jot. Y am not saved because I believe, but I am saved
by Him in whom I believe. There is all the world’s difference between those
propositions. (J. B, Owen, M.4.)

CHAPTER III.

VEeRr. 1. Joshua rose early in the morning.—Early rising :—Why does Joshua
rise early in the morning? He has important and responsible duties to discharge
during the day, and this may be one reason. Perhaps this has been his habit
during a long succession of years, and mow it is as easy and natural to him as
breathing. Much has been said by some in favour of early rising, and it has been
the practice of many distinguished men. TFranklin wrote these words, ¢ The
morning has gold in its mouth.” Dean Swift dcclared that ‘‘ he never knew any
man coms to greatness and eminence who lay in bed of a morning.” Doddridge,
Barnes, Wesley, Judge Hale, and others we could name, always rose before five
o'clock in the morning. As we look upon these sayings, and consider these
examples, should we affirm that early rising is the imperative duty of every man ?
There are certain persons who live to do evil, only evil, and that continually. The
longer they remain in bed the better it will be for themselves and others. There
are some who live a life of sheer indolence. Since their sleeping and waking
hours are equal, so far as others are concerned, it is of no importance when they
rise. In these times, too, when dny is turned into night, there are multitudes,
especially in our large cities nnd towns, who cannot go to rest till a late hour, and
to whom early rising is therefore a physical impossibility. Besides, no hard and
fast line can be drawn regarding measures of sleep, because some require more
than others. We believe it would be highly beneficial to the bodies, the minds, and
the souls of all, if the old custom—* early to bed and early to rise ""—were constantly
observed. Let every individual, however, endeavour to discharge every duty which
is legitimntely imposed upon him; and whether this is done by day or by night,
he will fill up the outline of work which God gives to him, and find 