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PREFACE 

--+-

PERHAPS no one, especially during the last thirty years, 
has undertaken to write a Commentary on one of the 
Canonical Gospels, without experiencing again and again, 
during the process of production, that he had undertaken 
a task which was beyond both his strength and his equip
ment. That has certainly been my own experience in 
writing this Commentary on the First Gospel. For a 
commentator upon this book, who is to do his work 
efficiently, should have many qualifications. He should 
be a competent Greek scholar, versed in the Hellenistic 
Greek literature, and acquainted with the bearing of modern 
archreological discovery upon the history of the languagt 
He should be acquainted also with the Hebrew of the Old 
Testament, with the various Aramaic dialects, and with 
the later dialects of the Talmuds and Midrashim. If the 
writings of Deissmann on the one hand, and of W ellhausen 
and Dalman on the other, have shown what new light can 
be thrown upon the New Testament by experts in their 
own department, they have also illustrated the defective 
character of a one-sided knowledge, and have given indica
tions of the sort of work that may be done by a scholar of 
the future, who shall be at the same time a Grecian and an 
Orientalist The commentator should further be a master 
of the material for the textual criticism of the Gospel, 
which is in itself the study of a lifetime. He should have 
a thorough knowledge of the literature dealing with the 
so-called Synoptic Problem, and should have formed a 

a 
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judgement based upon independent investigation as to the 
literary relationship between the Canonical Gospels and 
the sources which lie behind them. · He should have 
studied the growth of theological conceptions as illustrated 
in the Old Testament, and in the apocryphal and' apoca
lyptic literature up to and during the period in which our 
Gospels were written. And he should have mastered the 
Talmudic and Midrashic theology at least sufficiently to 
be able to form an independent judgement as to the 
possibility of using it for the purpose of illustrating 
theological conceptions and religious institutions in the 
first century A.D. I can lay claim to no such qualifications 
as these. Nevertheless, within the limits to be mentioned 
presently, I venture to hope that the present volume will 
give some help to those who desire to find out what this 
Gospel meant to the Evangelist as he wrote it. How 
much may here be done Dalman has shown us, but much 
still remains to be done; and it is probably the case that, 
in some measure, the secret of the Gospels will never 
altogether disclose itself to those who cannot approach 
them from the Jewish-Oriental view of life, as well as 
from other aspects. In view of what has been said, it will 
be understood that the following Commentary has been, 
of necessity and intentionally, made one-sided in its method 
and aim, and it will be desirable to try and explain the 
principles upon w.hich it has been written. 

There are, I think, roughly speaking, two methods of 
commenting upon one of the Synoptic Gospels. One, and 
that the traditional and familiar one, is based upon the 
two assumptions, first, that all three Gospels are sources 
for the life of Christ of equal value; and, second, that the 
commentator is in direct contact with the words of Christ 
as He uttered them (due allowance being made for trans
lation from Aramaic into Greek). From this point. of 
view the commentator will always be mindful that it is 
his duty to elucidate and explain the words of the Gospel 
upon which he is at work, in such a way as to enable the 
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reader to reconstruct for himself as nearly as possible the 
life of Christ ; to see before him the scenes being once 
again enacted ; to hear, and to understand as he hears, the 
words flowing from Christ's lips. From this standpoint 
that which is common to all the Gospels will be all
important. The special features of each, in so far as they 
cannot be easily harmonised with the other Gospels, will 
be treated as a difficulty to be explained away. Where 
two Gospels differ in detail, the commentator upon one of 
them will feel it to be his duty to account for the difference, 
and to try and ascertain what the actual historical fact 
was which underlies, and accounts for, the two divergent 
records. The atmosphere in which the commentator works 
will be one of effort to harmonise apparent discrepancies, 
and, so far as possible, to represent the Gospels as in 
essential agreement. 

The very important element in the Gospels which 
such a treatment of them overlooks, or minimises, is the 
individuality of the respective Evangelists. It leaves no 
room for the obvious fact that, as they penned their 
Gospels, these writers selected, arranged, compiled, redacted, 
with the intention of trying to set before their readers the 
conception of the Christ as they themselves conceived Him. 
In its haste to arrive at the actual facts of Christ's life, 
it tends to obliterate individual characteristics of each 
separate Gospel, and to lose sight of the contribution to a 
complete impression of the Christ which is made by each 
individual Evangelist. 

Further, the assumptions by which this method seeks 
to justify itself are thoroughly artificial and mechanical. 
The Gospels, of course, are not all, and, in their every 
component part, of exactly equal historical weight and 
value. For practical purposes, the ordinary Christian tnay 
safely regard them as such, and he will not be far wrong. 
But it is impossible for the student of life to allow such 
rough generalisations to keep him from studying the 
Gospels in the best and latest method that the science of 
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history can suggest to him ; and historical method is always 
improving year by year. Precious stones, e.g., have a 
value for their beauty and brilliance to the ordinary public. 
But such wide generalisations as that " diamonds are 
beautiful " cannot deter the student of life from endeavour
ing to investigate the life-history of diamonds, and to 
discover the cause of their radiance by scientific analysis. 
And the results of his investigation, that a diamond consists 
of such and such chemical elements, does nothing what
soever to destroy the value which diamonds have for the 
unscientific purchaser; nay, rather would a thousand times 
enhance their value and interest, if he understood but a 
thousandth part of the extraordinary process which has 
gone to produce the stone which he buys. 

The method of dealing with the Gospels upon the 
basis of these artificial assumptions seems to the modern 
student of life to cast an atmosphere of unreality round 
them, and to lead to results which are of the nature of 
theories without foundation in actual fact. Of course, it 
may ultimately prove to be the truth that these assump
tions are in reality intuitions of facts of first-rate importance. 
And that is, indeed, my own belief. The Synoptic Gospels 
are, I think, historical sources for Christ's life of nearly 
equal value, and the reader is, I believe, in large measure 
in immediate touch with the acts and words of the historical 
Christ. The impression which he obtains of the Person of 
the Lord from one Gospel is, with very slight reservation, 
the same as that which is given him by another. In all 
of them it is the same Christ who acts and speaks. But 
these impressions or intuitions become vicious when they 
are used as grounds for treating the Gospels in a quite 
artificial and mechanical way. So far from being, from 
the point of view of the student of history, axioms with 
which he starts, they themselves need to be proved and 
justified by historical investigation. 

The fact that the study of the Gospels is in such a 
chaotic condition, is partly due to this radically false 
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method of studying them. On the one hand, traditional 
commentators have used these assumptions as a ground 
for treating the Gospels in a wholly artificial manner. By 
force of reaction the modern critic has often not only (and 
quite rightly) insisted on studying the Gospels on historical 
methods, but has also too often, and with fatal effect, 
refused to see that these assumptions are of the nature of 
brilliant intuition of elements in the Gospel, which are in 
part outside the range and scope of his scientific analysis, 
but which in some measure his analysis should have 
discovered, if he had not been wilfully blind to them. 

When, if ever, the irritating and provocative influence 
of false and artificial methods of dealing with the Gospels 
ceases to create an equally false opposition method of 
studying them, it will, I believe, be found that the scientific 
investigation of the Gospels, upon the best historical 
methods that the future can ever give us, will lead to 
results which will in large part coincide with the old 
conservative and traditional intuitions. On the one hand, 
it will be found that the sources of our Gospels are early 
in date, and that, with some· slight reservations, they 
describe for us the historical life of the Saviour of Mankind. 
It will be seen that the personality of the Evangelists plays 
a relatively very small part in their records, whilst these 
agree in an astonishing degree in giving to us an harmoni
ous and consistent account of a unique Personality. 

No real student of life will ask, "Why then all this 
critical investigation of the Gospels, if it is simply to give 
us the old results? " and if the simple-minded should ask 
this, it is to be feared that no answers which could be 
given would satisfy him. But two obvious reasons are 
these. First, that false and antiquated methods of exeP.esis 
do incalculable harm to the young and simple, and to 
the coming generation of men. The science of history 
has within the last century undergone a revolution. It 
has adopted new methods of research, which are every day 
being improved and perfected. Nothing is more calculated 
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to shake the fahh of the men of . the new age in the 
historical character of the Gospels, than to find that the 
Christian commentator still interprets the Gospels on the 
basis of purely a priori assumptions which should them
selves be first proved, and by methods which are outworn 
and unlike the methods used by students in every other 
department of history. On the other hand, nothing will 
so reassure the faith of the younger generation of thoughtful 
men as the discovery that the Gospels, when studied and 
interpreted along the lines of ordinary historical research, 
still present to our love and adoration the figure of the 
Divine Saviour, and that the efforts to prove the Gospels 
to be late and legendary growths are in large measure a 
failure, because they start from unscientific presuppositions, 
and employ unscientific methods of historical inquiry. 

And, secondly, the consideration of value must, of course, 
always be kept out of sight by the student. A very large 
part of historical and scientific research will always seem 
to the practical man to be of little immediate value. But 
the student will care nothing for that. He investigates 
because he must. And the Gospels cannot, any more 
than any other element in life, be hidden away from the 
curious search and restless probing of the human intellect. 

It will hardly be necessary to add now that I have 
deliberately set aside the methods which I have just tried 
to d~scribe. I have not employed the other Gospels in 
order to weaken impressions left by the words of the First 
Gospel, nor have I allowed myself to approach it as an 
exact representation of Christ's sayings and words. 

It remains, therefore, to describ~ the method which I 
have adopted. 

In accordance with this method, the work of a com
rnentator upon a Gospel should form only one stage in a 
complicated process of historical investigation and inquiry. 
The·first stages of this process should belong to the textual 
critic, and to the scholar whom, in default of a better 
name, we may term the literary critic. The former should 
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give .us a Greek text of the Gospel upon which to work ; 
the latter should have decided for us such questions as the 
relationship of the Gospels one to another, and to any 
source or sources which have been embodied in them. 
Properly speaking, this first stage of textual and literary 
criticism sliould have been completed before the com
mentator begins his work. But, unfortunately, the day is 
not yet when we can believe that we have a final Greek 
text of the Gospels, and the work of literary analysis is 
probably much nearer its beginning than its end. I have, 
however, reduced to as small an amount as possible the 
textual critical element in this Commentary. Handbooks 
to textual criticism, and editions of the text with full 
critical apparatus, are now easily accessible. On the other 
hand, whilst assuming what I believe to be the one solid 
result of literary criticism, viz. the priority of the Second 
to the other two Synoptic Gospels, I have thought it 
desirable to try and prove, by a detailed and full com
parison of the first two Gospels, that, so far as they are 
concerned, this assumption everywhere justifies itself as an 
explanation of the relationship between them. This will 
explain the large part which S. Mark's Gospel plays in the 
following pages. S. Luke's narrative, in so far as it is 
parallel with the Second Gospel, lies, of course, on this 
assumption, outside the range of a commentator on the 
First Gospel. · 

The second stage in the process should be the work 
of the commentator on the text of each separate Gospel. 
Starting with the results given to him by the literary 
critic, and equipped with the Greek text supplied by the 
textual critic, the commentator will approach each separate 
Gospel with the purpose of ascertaining what were .the 
conceptions of the life and Person of Christ which gover'ned 
and directed the Evangelist in his work. From this point 
of view the main interest of the commentator will lie 
rather in what is characteristic of, and peculiar to, each 
Gospel, than in what is common to them all. He will 
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refuse to try and harmonise discrepant details or diver
gent conceptions. Rather he will emphasise these as 
important, because they enable him to reconstruct the 
life of Christ as it presented itself to the minds of the 
Evangelist and of his readers. He will always be mindful 
of the fact-that he is immediately concerned, not with the 
actual facts of the life of Christ or with His doctrine, but 
rather with these as mirrored in the mind of the particular 
Evangelist with whom he is dealing. 

The third stage in the process belongs to the historian. 
Just as the commentator is obliged to rely very largely 
upon the work already done by the literary critic, so the 
historian must depend for his material to a great extent 
upon the work of the commentator and of the critic alike. 
He will have as his material the Gospels as analysed into 
their sources by the critic, and the mass of not always 
harmonious impressions of the life of Christ, as given to 
him by the commentators upon the separate Gospels. 
With this material at his disposal, it will be his duty to 
attempt to recover the historical facts of Christ's life, to 
ascertain as far as possible the exact words which He 
spoke, and to determine the meaning which these words 
originally carried with them. 

In accordance with what has been said, I have felt it 
to be my duty to begin my work equipped with some 
acquaintance with the results of the literary criticism of 
the Gospels. . If I have found it necessary partly to 
assume the results of such labour, and partly to work out 
a view of my own as to the sources of the Gospel, that 
is only because the work of the critic and of the com
mentator cannot in the present conditions of knowledge 
be quite kept apart. On the other hand, I have done 
my best not to encroach upon the sphere of the historian. 
Here and there I may have been tempted to express some 
view as to the historical character of some incident or 
saying, as apart from the general credibility of the source 
of which it forms a part, but generally speaking it has 
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been my aim to consider the contents of the Gospel always 
in the first place from the standpoint of their meaning 
for the editor of the Gospel, and only secondarily from 
the point of view of their relation to the historical Christ. 

This explains, of course, in large measure, the limita
tions of the Commentary which follows. Considerations 
as to the historical character of the incidents which the 
Gospel records, have for the most part been carefully 
avoided ; and no attempt has been made to discuss the 
question whether the teaching here put into the mouth 
of Christ was as a matter of fact taught by Him. These 
are questions which should be left to the historian who 
is dealing with all the sources which are available for the 
reconstruction of the life of Christ, and should not be 
approached by the commentator who is dealing with only 
one Gospel. 

This limitation carries with it the omission of reference 
to much literature, ancient and modern. If the commen
tator is engaged in explaining the meaning of a single 
Gospel from the standpoint of the Evangelist, he clearly 
need not discuss those ancienf and modern conceptions 
of the historical Christ with which an historian of Christ's 
life must grapple. Consequently purely controversial dis
cussion of modern critical views has been purposely avoided 
in the following pages. 

Of course, I am aware that in practice the several 
stages in the process which I have described cannot 
be kept rigidly apart. The commentator must to some 
extent exercise his independent judgement in revising 
the work of the literary critic, and the historian will_ 
always find it necessary to test the work of both critic 
and commentator. But the range of subjects and a<rti
vities connected with the work of using the Gospels as 
historical sources is so vast, that it is probable that in the 
future as, and in so far as, scientific method is improved, 
the commentator on the Gospels will not be expected to 
cover more than a part of the ground. He will, e.g., to 
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a greater extent than is at present possible, be able to 
accept a Greek text from the hands of the textual critics, aod 
so relieve his Commentary of any textual critical apparatus. 
He will be able also, with more justification than he can 
at present, to adopt the results of the labours of the 
literary critics, and so omit from his Commentary a good 
deal of critical analysis that is at present indispensable. 
This will leave him free for the more important work of 
endeavouring to ascertain the meaning of the contents of 
the Gospel to its .writer and first readers, by the methods 
of investigation into the philological meaning of the words 
of the Gospel, and of illustration of its ideas from con
temporary sources. 

But within narrower limits the absence from these 
pages of continual reference to the vast literature dealing 
with the Gospel requires some apology. It would have 
been easy to double the size of this book if constant refer
ence had been made to the interpretation of single passages 
by previous commentators. The limitation that I. have 
imposed upon myself of stating simply the meaning that, 
as it seemed to me, a particular passage had to the mind 
of the Evangelist as he wrote it, without giving also the 
several or many other interpretations which have been 
given of such a passage by ancient and modern writers, 
requires some defence, and is, I feel, open to criticism, 

I have adopted this course on the following grounds : 
(I) the purpose of this Commentary, to attempt to make 
clear the conception of the Evangelist, made it desirable 
to omit the interpretations of many writers who have 
commented on the book, with the quite different object 
of ascertaining the meaning of the sayings here recorded 
as they were spoken by Christ Himself. If, e.g., in deal
ing with I 617

-
19 I had given in detail, and with some dis

cussion, all the views that have ever been taken of these 
much debated verses, I should have required many pages; 
but the reader's attention would only have been distracted 
from the end which I had in view, viz., to set before him 
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as clearly as possible the meaning which these words had 
in the mind of the Evangelist when he placed them in 
their present position in his Gospel. 

(2) In writing the following pages, I have always had 
chiefly in view the needs, not of the preacher nor of the 
general reading public, but of the student who desires to 
have some understanding of the growth and development 
of the Gospel literature in the first century A.D., and of 
the meaning which this particular Gospel had ,for the 
Evangelist and his first readers. Now a Commentary which 
is also a catalogue of all possible interpretations which 
have ever been read into the Gospel, and at the same time 
an Encyclop~dia of information upon all subjects directly 
or indirectly connected with the subject-matter, is no doubt 
a very useful book, but Commentaries of this nature already 
exist, and they are very tedious to read. The student 
who wishes for information of this kind knows that on 
the one hand he can turn to the Commentaries of Meyer 
or Alford, and on the other to such indispensable works 
of reference as Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, and 
Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels, or the Encyclopcedia 
Biblica. I have myself often felt the need of a Commen
tary on this Gospel which would tell me, not . all · that 
can be known about every subject ·mentioned in it, nor 
every view that has ever been held about its sayings ; 
but, what the words of the Gospel meant to the Evangelist, 
that I might form my own conclusion as to the value of 
that meaning; and I have purposely avoided filling the~e 
pages with, what seemed to me to be, needless iteration 
of information, which is easily accessible to every student. 

Anyone who turns over the following pages will 
realise how impossible it is for me to express adequately , 
my obligations to others. I have added to the Intro
duction a list of the writers to whom I have referred by 
name in the Commentary, but I owe an equal and in some 
cases a much greater debt to many others whose names 
will not be found there. I am particularly indebted to the 
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editions of Meyer's Commentary edited by Dr. B. Weiss, 
to Zahn's admirable Commentary on St. Matthew, to 
Wellhausen's brilliant notes on the first three Gospels, to 
the English Commentaries of Dr. Plummer on S. Luke, 
Dr. Swete on S. Mark, and Dr. Gould on S. Mark, and 

· to Dr. A. Wright for his excellent Synopsis. To the 
members of the class which has met at Dr. Sanday's 
house for some years to study the Synoptic Problem I 
owe much, and especially to Mr. C. Badcock, the Rev. 
V. Bartlet, the Rev. B. W. Streeter, and the Rev. Sir 
John Hawkins, whose Hone Synopticce is the invaluable 
companion of every student of the Gospels. Sir John 
Hawkins was so kind as to read the proofs of the Intro
duction of this book, and it owes much to his correction 
and addition. Lastly, Dr. Plummer, as supervising editor, 
has very kindly made many most valuable suggestions 
and corrections. 

Of my obligations to Dr. Sanday I cannot write ade
quately. He is in no sense directly responsible for anything 
that these pages contain, but if there be any sound element 
in method or in tone in what I have written, it is probably 
ultima;ely traceable to his influence and to that of his 
writings. 

Finally : I think that no scholar will mistake the 
character and purpose of my translation of the texts of 
the First and Second Gospels. It aims neither at elegance 
of diction nor at correctness of English idiom. On the 
contrary, I have not hesitated to sacrifice idiom and 
correctness alike, in order to give a literal and bald ren
dering which should, so far as is possible, represent in 
English the differences in tense, in syntax, and in vocabu
lary between the Greek of the Second and that of the 
First Gospel. 



INTRODUCTION. 

--
THE SOURCES OF THE GOSPEL. 

A. S. MARK. 

1. ALMOST the entire substance of the second Gospel has been 
transferred to the first. The only omissions of any length are the 
following: 

(a) Mk 123-28 Healing of a demoniac. 
(b) 1 35-39 Preaching in the synagogues of Galilee. 
(c) 426-29 Parable of the seed growing secretly. 
(d) 732-37 Healing of a deaf man. 
(e) 822-26 Healing of a blind man. 
(/) 938-40 The exorcist. 
(g) 1 241-44 The widow and her alms. 

2. But in 3-1J58 the editor makes·a good deal of alteration in 
the order of Mk.'s sections. The following table will exhibit this. 
Passages enclosed in square brackets are interpolations into Mk.'s 
narrative: 
[A. Birth and Infancy of the Messiah. 1. 2.] 
B. Preparation for His ministry. 

(1) 31-12 
£7-10.12) 

(2) 313-17 

(14-15) 

(3) 41-11 
(3-lla] 

C. First period of work in Galilee. 
( 1 ) 412-11 

[13-16) 

(2) 418-22 

(3) (a) 423-25 substituted for 
(b) [S 1_72'] 

728-29 

omits 
xiii 

= 

= 

= 

Mk 11·8• 

Mk 1 12-13. 

Mk 114-15. 

Mk 116-20. 

Mk 1 21• 

Mk 1 22. 
Mk 1 2a-28, 
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(4) 

(c) g1.4 ________ _ 

[5·13) 
14-15 

16 (17] 

omits 

glB-34 

(19·22) 

Mk 1 20.31_ 

Mk 132-34, 

Mk 1 35.so. 

'------Mk 1 40-45, 

--------Mk z1-22. 

-------Mk z23_312, 

-----Mk 
3

13.10a. 

Mk 319b-21, 
___ Mk 

3
22-35. 

---Mk 41•34. 

Mk 435_520. 

91•17 _________ . 

Mk 521-43, 

--Mk 61-6a. 

18-26 

(27-34) 

995-38 

(37-38] 

101 

10
2-5a _________ _ 

[5b-8] 
9-lOa 

Mk 66b, 

Mk 67• 

Mk 68-9• 

(10b] 
11·14 expansion of Mk 610-11 . 

[15-ul) 

omits Mk 612·13• 

(s) (n2·30J 
(6) (a) 121-21 ________ . 

(5•7.11-12. 17-21) 

22·23 substituted for Mk 3 19h-21 • 
24-50-------------
(27-28. 30, 32-45) 

(b) I 31·52------------' 
[16-17, 24-30, 83, 35•1i2) 

[omits Mk 421-24. 2a-20] 

1353-58--------------

The alteration of order here shown is not arbitrary nor without 
reason, but is dae to the scheme upon which the editor is building 
up this first part of his Gospel 

In 31-417 he has matter parallel to Mk 1 1•15 with considerable 
additions. It may be doubted whether he is here borrowing 
from another source, or whether he is borrowing from Mk. and 
expanding his narrative by additions, either from oral tradition, or 
from a second written source. 

4 18·22 comes from Mk 1 16·20• 
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The editor then comes to Mk 121, 
He has already (413) anticipated the mention of Capharnaum,1 and 
can therefore omit Mk 121a. Mk 121b speaks of teaching in the 
syoogogue. Here, therefore, is an opportunity of inserting an 
illustration of Christ's teaching, which is to be followed by an 
illustrative group of His miracles. As an introduction to these 
two sections of illustration, the editor substitutes for Mk 121 a 
general sketch of Christ's activity (423-25), using for this purpose 
phraseology borrowed from various parts of the second Gospel. 
The reason why he places his illustration of Christ's teaching 
before that of His miracles is no doubt to be found in Mk 1 22, 
which describes the effect produced by that teaching on the people. 
The editor therefore inserts the Sermon on the Mount between 
Mk 121 and 22, and closes it with this latter verse. Thus: 

423-25 are substituted for Mk 121• 
5-727 are inserted. 
728-29 122. 

The editor now proposes to give illustrations of Christ's 
miracles. The next five sections in Mk. are : 

123-28 The demoniac. 
129-31 Peter's wife's mother. 
132-34 Healing the sick. 
135-39 Retirement and tour. 
140·45 Healing of a leper. 

We therefore expect the editor to begin his series of illustrations 
with the narrative of the demoniac, but he omits this altogether, 
and, passing over Mk 132·39, continues with Mk 1 40·45 the healing 
of the leper : 

g1-4 Mk 1 4o-4s. 
It is not easy to account for the omission of Mk 123·28, and for 
the transposition of 40·45. The following reasons may have co
operated to produce them : 

(a) Mt. has omitted the reference to Capharnaum (Mk 1 21), 

and has adapted Mk 1 22 to an entirely different situation. But 
still he might have inserted a statement of an entry into Caphar
naum to form a link between the Sermon and the healing of the 
demoniac. 

(b) The incident of the leper is recorded by Mk. without any 
detail of time or place, after a verse which states that Christ 
"came preaching in their synagogues throughout the whole of 
Galilee." It is therefore not unnatural to place the healing of 
the leper after the Sermon, which may be taken as illustrative of 
this synagogue preaching. 

(c) Leprosy was perhaps the most dreaded of all bodily 
1 The KO.T~K71qev of 413 implies that Capharnaum will henceforth be the 

headquarters of Christ's ministry. 
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ailments in Palestine, and its cure forms a fitting introduction to 
a series of three healings of disease. 

(d) The reason why, after inserting the healing of the leper, 
the editor did not continue with that of the demoniac, may have 
been that he wished to form a series of three healings of disease, 
and that in the Church tradition the healing of the centurion's 
servant was closely connected with the Sermon. Lk. has the 
same connection. 

(e) Moreover, there were features in the story of the demoniac 
which did not recommend it to the editor, features which Lk. 
found it desirable to modify. See below, p. xxxiii. 

After inserting Mk 1 40•45 and omitting 23•28, the editor inserts 
the healing of the centurion's servant, 85•18, and can then continue 
with Mk 129·31, thus forming a series of three healings of disease
leprosy, paralysis, fever. He closes the series with words borrowed 
from the succeeding verses of Mk 82•34, adding a quotation from 
Isaiah. Thus : 

81-4 

85•18 are inserted. 
814-15 

816 
817 is inserted. 

Mk 140-45, 

== 

The next section in Mk. is 1 35•39• This would be out of place 
in a series of miracles, and is therefore omitted. Mk 1 40•45 has 
been already inserted. The editor, therefore, comes to Mk 2 1•22• 

This he postpones, perhaps because it occurred on a visit to 
Capharnaum different to that just described. By recording it here 
the editor would confuse the two visits. Mk 2 23-36 he reserves 
for a controversial section. 37•35 contain no miracle. 41•34 he 
reserves for his chapter of parables. He therefore comes to 435• 

Here Christ is surrounded by a crowd. The editor adapts this to 
his context : 

818 

inserts 819•22, . 

and then takes over Mk 486-5 20 with considerable omissions: 
323.34 == Mk 436-520. 

In Mk 521 Christ returns to the western side of the lake. Mt. 
adds to this, that " He came to His own city" : 

Mt 91 Mk 521a, 
and can then go back and borrow Mk 21•12 with its sequel 13·23 : 

Mt 92-11 Mk 21-22, 

thus completing a second series of three miracles which illustrate 
Christ's power over natural forces (823•27), over the hostility of demons 
(28-34), and in the spiritual sphere (the forgiveness of sins, 91•8). 

The editor now postpones Mk 2 23-484 for the same reasons as 
before. He comes therefore to 522-48, This he abbreviates, and 
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adds two other miracles, thus forming a third series of three 
miracles illustrating Christ's power to restore life, sight, and speech: 

91s-20 :::::: Mk 522-43. 

927-31 inserted. 
932-34 " 

Having thus given illustrations of Christ's teaching and miracles, 
the editor now proposes to show how this ministry found extension 
in the work of the disciples. He therefore postpones Mk 61•63, 

and expands Bb into an introduction to this mission modelled on 
the similar introduction 423•25 : 

935 Mk 66b. 

936•38 inserted. 
Chapter 101 continues with Mk 67 ; but the editor here inserts 

Mk 316•19, which he had passed over. The rest of 10-111 is an 
amplification of Mk 68·11: 

101 

102-111 

1 12•30 inserted. 

= Mk 67• 
68·11. 

There now follows a series of incidents illustrating the growth 
of hostility to Christ on the part of the Pharisees. For these the 
editor now goes back to Mk 2 23-2811'.: 

121·8 = 
I 2 9-14 

1215-16 summarises 
1217 •21 inserted. 

Mk 2 23-28
0 

31·6. 

37-12. 

Having already borrowed Mk 318·19" he now comes to 19h-21 

and 22·30• For this he substitutes a similar but longer discourse 
introduced by another miracle : 

1222-45 enlarged from Mk s19b-30, 

and continues with the next section in Mk. 
I 2 46-5G :::::: 381-85

0 

This brings him to Mk 41 which is a chapter of parables. The 
editor borrows this and adds other parables : 

131.52 Mk 41-34
0 

As he has already inserted Mk 435-543 he now comes to Mk 6 1•63 : 

1 s53-58 Mk 61·6". 

From this point the editor follows the order of Mk.'s sections. 

3. The editor not infrequently abbreviates Mk.'s record. 
(a) Some examples of abbreviation in expression are given 

below on p. xxiv. 
(b) In other cases details are dropped from the narrative. 
E.g. Mk 1 13 "He was with the wild beasts." 

1 20 "with the hired servants." 
129 "with James and John." 
2 26 "in the days of Abiathar the high priest." 

b 
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Mk 2 27 "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for 
the Sabbath." 

317° Boanerges. 
488 "upon the cushion." 
513 "about two thousand." 
612 the mission of the Twelve. 
637 "two hundred pennyworth." 
639·40 "by companies-green-in ranks, by hundreds and 

by fifties." 
73·4 the explanation of "unwashen hands." 
93 "so as no fuller on earth can whiten them." 

145 "three hundred pence." 
1451 the young man who fled naked. 
1521 "the father of Alexander and Rufus." 
1544 Pilate's inquiry about the death of Christ. 

Especially statements of the thronging of the multitudes and the 
inconvenience caused by it. 

E.g. Mk 1 33 "and the whole city was gathered together at the 
door." 

1 45 "so that He would no longer enter into a city." 
2 2• 4 "And many were gathered together, so that there 

was no longer room for them, no, not even 
about the door. • . . And when they could 
not come nigh unto Him for the crowd." 

39 "And He spake to His disciples, that a little boat 
should wait upon Him because of the crowd, 
lest they should throng Him." 

310 "pressed upon Him." 
J2° "so that they could not so much as eat bread." 
631 "they had no leisure to eat." 

(c) Not infrequently sayings are omitted from a discourse. But, 
for the most part, such sayings have already been inserted in an earlier 
part of the Gospel. The left-hand column shows where the saying 
has been omitted, the right-hand column where it has been inserted. 

Mt rJ23·24 Mk 421 Mt 515. 

1323·24 422 1020, 

rJ23·24 424a 72, 
1 323-24 424b 1 312, 

I 85 937b I 0 40, 

I 85 941 I042, 

I~ 9W f~ 
. 2122 I 125 614, 

248 13ob. 11-12 1017-20, 

(d) In other cases a whole narrative or section is given m a 
much abbreviated form. 

E.g. Mk 37•12 is compressed into two verses in 1215•16• The 
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reason is obvious. The editor is collecting illustrations of the 
controversies between Christ and the Pharisees. Having just 
borrowed Mk 223-31•6, which is suited to his purpose, he comes to 
f-12, which has nothing bearing upon the subject. He might well 
have omitted it, just as he omitted 135·39. But the thought of 
Christ's ministry of healing, Mk 310, suggested to him a contrast 
between the Lord's quiet work of love with its shrinking from 
publicity, Mk 312, and the hostile clamour of the Pharisees. He 
therefore shortened Mk 37·12 and added a quotation from Isaiah 
to emphasise this contrast. 

Mk 51·43 is much shortened in Mt 828·34 918·26. See notes on 
32s 918. 

Mk 614•29 is abbreviated in Mt 141·12. 
Mk 914·29 appears in a shorter form in Mt 1714·20. See note on 

1718, 

4. Contrasted with this shortening of narrative sections is the 
amplification of discourses. 

E.g. Mk 17·8, the preaching of the Baptist is expanded into 
Mt 31-12. 

Mk 322·26, the refutation of the charge of diabolical agency is 
expanded into Mt 1224-45. 

Mk 4, the chapter of parables is considerably lengthened in 
Mt 13. 

Mk 68·11, the charge to the Twelve is expanded into Mt 105·42. 
Mk 985·50, teaching about greatness is expanded into Mt 182·35. 
Mk 1237b-4o, denunciation of the Pharisees forms the nucleus 

of a whole chapter in Mt 23. 
Mk 13, the discourse on the last things is expanded in Mt 

24-25 into double the length. 
Four of these bodies of discourse, formed by interweaving 

some other source or sources with the shorter discourses found in 
Mk., viz. chs. 10. 13. 18. 24-25, are closed by a formula: Kat iylv£To 
6T£ frt>1.£CT£V ;, 'l1JCTOUS SiaTd.CTCTWV 'TOtS S~S£Ka p,a01]Tats awov, I 11 ; 

Kat £YW£'TO OT£ E'T£A.£CT£V ;, 'l1JCTOUS 'TdS 1rapa/30Ms Tawas, I 358 ; Kat 
lyfrE'TO 6T£ £T£A.£CT£V l, 'l1JCTOUS Tot>s >..6-yovs 'TOV"Tovs, I 91 ; Kat Jy£v£'TO 
6T£ ''frlA£CT£V l, 'l11CTous 1raVTas Tot>s >..6-yovs TOvTovs, 261• These to
gether with the Sermon on the Mount, chs. 5-7, which closes with 
a similar formula 728, cf. Lk 71, form one of the most striking 
features of this Gospel. 

5. In linguistic detail there are a certain number of character
istic changes made in Mk.'s language. 

(a) Mk.'s characteristic words Kal £~0vs, 1ra>..iv, the adverbial 
:7"0 ,\A<f, and Jn after verbs of saying, are frequently omitted, and Si 
1s repeatedly substituted for Ka{. 
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1,MJvs or Kal 1,MJvs occurs in Mk. about 41 times, in Mt. about 
7 times only, all borrowed from Mk. 

'll"a,\iv occurs in Mk. about 26 times, in Mt. about 16, only 4 of 
these coming from Mk. 

The Aramaising adverbial 1ro,\.Xa occurs in Mk. about 13 times, 
in Mt. 4 times. 

Jn after verbs of saying occurs about 50 times in Mk. Of these 
about 42 are omitted by Mt. It occurs in Mt. some 38 times, 8 
of these being from Mk. Of the others, about 20 occur in the 
formula, "I ·say unto you that." In a few instances it is inserted 
in Marean passages where Mk. omits it, e.g. 1311 198· 9• 23• 28 2123• 

Mt. substitutes 8l for Mk.'s Ka{ about 60 times. On Kal in 
Mk., see Hor. Syn. p. 120. 

(b) Mk.'s historic presents and imperfects are frequently sup
planted by aorists, and his ,;,pgaTo with an infinitive is generally 
avoided. So also E!vai with a participle, and changes are made in 
the voices of verbs. 

Sir John Hawkins 1 reckons 151 historic presents in Mk., of 
which Mt. retains only 21. Mt. has about 93 such presents, 21 

of them being from Mk. About 66 are cases of ,\l-yn or .Xfyovaw, 
about I r of them being from Mk. Nine of the historic presents 
retained from Mk. occur in Mk 1427·41 =Mt 2631-45, It seems clear, 
therefore, that Mt. generally avoided the historic present when 
reproducing Mk., and some of the 2 r cases where he retains it 
may be due to assimilation. In reproducing other sources he 
seems also to have avoided the present, except in the case of >..lyn 
and Alyovaw. The small number of other exceptions occur in 
parables (but in the nature of things the Logia would not have 
many such presents), and in chs. 2-411• The presence of some 9 
presents not including .Xlyn in this section is very curious, and 
would be naturally explained by the theory that this section was 
drawn from a source in which such presents were a marked 
feature, if there were sufficient corroborative evidence. See below, 
p. Ix. 

Mt. substitutes aorists for imperfects in the following cases : 
Mk 1 32 l,f,1,pov. Mt 816 1TP00"1JV£YKav. 

36 l8Ulovv, B L; l'ITofovv, 1214 l>..a/3011. 
A al; l1To['1/aav, ~ C. 

3ll! brET[p.a. 
42 l8{3acrKEII, 
438 lMA.Et, 
518 brvlyoVTo. 
517 1rapEKaA.ovv, D. 
67 JSl&v. 
620 lcf,o/JliTo. 

I 2 16 E'ITETlJ),'1]CTEV, 
I 33 lAaA.rJCTEV, 
I 384 " 

832 d1Ti8avov. 
884 1rapEKaA.£crav. 

rn1 l8wK£11. 
14 5 l,po/3~8'1/, 

1 Hor. Syn. pp. 114 ff. 
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Mk 641 J8{8ov. Mt 1419 lowKev. 
656 lcrwtwro. l 4 36 OtECT6l0'Y]CTav. 
911 lrrqpw-rwv. 1710 E7r7Jp6lT'YJCTav • . 
913 ~0e1'.ov. l 712 .;,01.>..'YJCTav. 

1013 1rpoCTlcpepov. 1913 1rpoCT'YJV£X0'YJCTav. 
1013 E.1re-r{µ,wv, A D al. latt. 1918 E7f'ETtJL'YJCTa1,. 
1048 E7f'ETtJLWV. 2031 E7f'ETtJL'YJCTEV. 
1048 lKpa,ev. 2031 lKpa[av. 
1052 .;,KoAov0n. 2034 .;,KoA.ov0rJCTav. 
Il 8 E.CTTpwvvvov, D curss. S1. 21 8 f.CTTpwCTav • . 
Il 19 J[e1ropevov-ro. 2 l 17 E5'}A0ev. 
1217 i[e0avµ.a{ov. 2222 Wav/LaCTav. 
1218 E7r7]pw-rwv. 2 2 23 E7r7Jp6lT'YJCTaV. 
1234 i-r61'.,.,_a. 22 46 ETOAfJ,'YJCTEV. 
l 4 35 f.7f'l7f'TEV. 2 639 (7f'ECTEV. 
1455 rJVptCTKOV. 2660 EVpov. 
1465 EKoAc1.cpt{ov, D a ck. 2667 EKoAc1.cptCTav. 
1470 .;,pve1,-ro. 2672 -qpnjCTa-ro. 
1472 f.KA.atEV. 2 6 75 f.KA.aVCTEV. 
1510 Jy[vwCTKEV. 2718 '90E£. 
1523 iW>ovv. 27 34 lowKav. 
l 541 .;,KoAov0ovv. 2 755 'qKOAoV0rJCTaV. 

To these may be added about 10 cases where el1rev (ov) is sub
stituted for l>..eyev (ov). In about 187 other cases the imperfect is 
avoided by omission or by paraphrase. 

~p[a-ro (av-ro) with infinitive: 
Mk 1 45 ~p[a-ro K'YJPVCTCTEtv. 

2 23 ~p[av-ro o06v 1roie1,v -r{>..
Aov-res-. 

41 ~p[a-ro 8ioc1.CTKEW. 
517 ;jp[av-ro 1rapaKaAEtV. 

1rapeKd.Aovv, D. 
5 20 ~p[a-ro K'YJPVCTCTEW. 
62 ~p[a-ro Otoc1.CTKEW. 
67 ~p[a-ro cl.1roCT-r.!>..>..eiv. 
634 ~pla-ro 8i8c1.CTKElV. 
655 ~p[a.v-ro-1repicplpnv. 
811 ~pla.v-ro CTVV,1JTEtV. 
831 ~pla.-ro Otoc1.CTKEtv. 
832 ~pla.-ro l1rtTLfJ,ij.V. 

1 0 28 ~p[a.-ro >..lyew. 
I 0~{2 ,, 

I o-ll ~p[a.v-ro cl.ya.va.K-re,v. 
1047 ~p[a.-ro Kpa{ew. 
l I 15 ~pea-ro iK/30.AAElV, 
121 ;jp,a-ro->..a>..l,v. 

Mt. omits the verse. 
Mt 121 ~pgav-ro -r{>..>..eiv. 

1 i EK0.0'YJTO. 
884 1rapEKa.A.ECTUV. 

Mt. omits the verse. 
Mt 1J54 EUOaCTKEV. 

105 il1r£CTTE£A.EI'. 
141! omits, clause. 
143

G 1rpOCT1JVE'fKO.V. 
161 omits. 
1621 ~pga-ro DetKvveiv. 
I 622 ~pga-ro E7rLTLfJ,ij.v. 
I 927 El7f'EJ/. 
2017 

" 2024 .;,yavo.KT'YJCTUV. 
2030 £Kpa[av. 
2112 E[i(3a1'.ev. 
2183 omits. 
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Mk 135 ~pEaTo >..fy£Lv. Mt 244 El'ITEV. 

1419 ~pEaVTo-AEyEiv. 2622 ~pEavTO-AfYELV. 
1433 ~pEaTo EK0aµ,fNi,u0a,. 2637 ~pEaTO AV'ITEur0ai. 
1465 ~pEaVTo-Ep,'ITTV£LV. 2667 lvl'ITTVuav. 
1469 ~pEaTo Mynv. 2671 >..lyEi. 
1471 ~pEaTO ava0EµaT{tEiv. 2674 ~pEaTO KaTa0£µaT{t£w. 
158 ~pEaTo alTEi:uBa,. 2716 omits verse. 
1518 ~pEavTO au1Tat£u8ai. 2 i 9 paraphrases. 

518 ~pEaTo 'ITapaKaA£i:v, D latt. Mt. omits the verse. 
825 ~pEaTo ava/3>..bpai, D latt. ,, section. 

1472 ~pEaTO KA.a{nv, D. Mt 2675 tKMvu£v. 
It will be seen that Mt. retains the construction six out of 

twenty-six times. He has it also in 417 117• 20 1430 1824 2449• 

E!vai with a participle. 
(a) Imperfect. 

Mk 16 ~v-lv8£8vµlvos. Mt J4 ElXEV TO lv8vµa aliTOv. 
1 88 ~v-lmuvv7Jyµtv'Y}, 816 omits. 
2 6 ~av-Ka0~µ£vo,. 98 ,, 

2 18 ~uav-V'Y}UTEvovns. 914 ,, 

438 ~V-Ka0£v8wv. 824 EKa0rn8£v. 
55 ~V Kpatwv. 828 Omits. 
652 ~l!-'ITE'ITWpwp,tv'Y}, J4 83 " 

94 ~uav uvv>..a>..ovvT£<;. 178 omit ~uav. 
1032 ~uav-avaf3a{voVT£S. 2017 paraphrases. 
1082 ~" 'ITpoaywv. 2017 omits. 
144 ~uav--ayavaKTovvTE<;. 268 ~yavaKT7Juav. 
1449 ~µ'Y}v-8,8&.uKwv. 2655 lKa0£t6µ'Y}V 8'8&.uKwv. 
1454 ~v fJ'VVKa0~µEVo<;. 2658 EKa87JTo. 
157 ~v-8£8£µ,lvac;. 2616 omits. 
1 526 ~v-l.1T,yEypaµµt1,'YJ, 2 787 paraphrases. 
I 540 ~uav--fhwpovuai. 2 755 ;uav lK£t-0Ewpovuai. 
1548 ~v 'ITpou8Ex6µEVo<;. 2 757 paraphrases. 
l 546 ~v A.EAaTOP,'Y}µtvov. 2 760 EAaT6µ7JuEv. 
Mt. has the construction four times from Mk., viz. 729 330 1922 

2643• Besides only twice, 936 124• 

(b) Future. 
This occurs only once in Mk. ( 1313 = Mt 1022 24 9). Mt. has 

it besides four times in the saying about binding and loosing, 
l 619 (2) l 318 (2). 

Perhaps we might place under this head : 
Mk 1 4 lylv£TO--K'Y}pvuuwv. Mt 31 'ITapay[vETaL-K'Y}pvuuwv. 

97 lylv£T0-f.'ITLfJ'Ktatovua. 175 f.'ITEfJ'KtafJ'Ell, 

98 lytv£TO fJ'TtA/3ovTa AEVKa. I 72 lylvETO AEVKa, 
Cf. 422 l.ytvETO a'IT6Kpvcpov. 

For l.ytvETO in these cases as equivalent to ;v, cf. Dn 1 16 ~" 
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&.vaipovp,Evo,, LXX = EY£VETO &.vaipovp,Evo,, Th.; Dn 2 35 A.£7170. £YWETO 

LXX = EAErnvO.,,uav, Th.; La 116 iytvono-71cf,avL<TJl,£VOL. ' 
Changes of voice. 
Passive for Active or Middle : 

Mt 41 &.v~xOYJ. 
815 71ytpO'Yf. 
925 it€{3>-.~()YJ. 

1411 71vlxOYJ. 
1411 2SoO.,,. 
1517 lK{3c0..Xrrai. 
1626 wcf,£>-..,,o~uErni. 
188 {3>--.,,0~vai. 
1913 1rpouYJvtxO'Y/uav. 
2422 lKoAo{3w0YJuav. 
2422 KoAo/3wO~uovrni. 
2657 <TlJV'l/X()'Y/uav. 
2 7 58 UTavpovVTat, 

Active for Middle: 
I 920 E<pVAata. 
2623 ip,{3&.tf;a,;. 
2651 ti7r£U7ra<TEV, 

Middle for Active : 
147 alT~O:'f/Tat. 

Active for Passive': 

Mk I 12 EK/3cfJ..A.El, 

1 31 ~yEtpEV. 

540 lK/3aXwv. 
628 ~VEYKEV, 
628 ;sWKEV, 
719 EK7rOpEVETaL. 

836 w<pEA.€£, 

943 d1r£>-.Oiiv. 
1013 1rpoutcf,Epov. 
1 J20 lKoA.o{3wuEv. 
I 320 " 

I 4 53 <TVV£PXOVTaL. 
I 527 (J'TavpoV<TLV, 

1020 lcf,v>...at&.p,YJV. 
14 20 l.p,{3a1rTop.Evo,;. 
1447 (1'7f'UU<i.p,Evo,. 

27 60 lMTDJl,YJ<TEV, I 546 ~v AEAaTOJl,'f//J,£VOV, 
A parallel to this substitution of aorists or perfects for presents 

or imperfects, of imperfects for ~v with participles, and of passives 
for actives, may be found i_n the two Greek versions of Daniel. 

LXX. Theodotion. 
Dn 2 31 EwpaKa,;. 

234 

" 2 34 Ka~MuEv. 
2 45 UVVYJAOYJ<TEV, 
34 l.K~pvtEV. 
37 ~KOV<Tav. 
37 1rpo<TEKVVYJ<Tav. 
38 Sdf3a>...ov. 
55 ;ypatf;av. 
624 W>...auav. 
72 EV£7f'EUOV, 

75 ET7f'EV. 

817 ;7f'Eua. 

818 l.Koip,~O.,,v. 
96 EAcfJ..wav. 

107 &1riSpauav. 
610 ;7f'l7!7EV, 

" EAt7f'TVVEV, 

EA£7rTVVEV. 

£{36a. 
~KOVOV. , 
1rpOUEK VVOVV, 
Sdf3a>-.>-.ov. 
;ypacf,ov. 
lAt1rTvvav. 
1rpoutf3a>-.Aov. 
;>-.Eyov. , 
7f'L7f'TW, 

" l.>...a>...ovv. 
lcf,vyov. .. , YJV Kap. 7f'TWV, 
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LXX. Theodotion. 
Dn 610 f.1TolEi. ;v 1roiWv. 

85 8tE:vooVµ:qv. 11,µ'Y}V uvvlwv. 
394 uvv1x07Ja-av. a-vvayovrai. 
118 dcrfJx07Ja-av, t:la-1yayev. 
218 l(rrrfJ07J. i(1TTJa-av. 
410 &.1rE<TT<lA'rJ, KQT£/37J, 
617 'YJVlx0,,,. ~VE')'Kav. 
617 iTl0'r], lvl/3a.\ov. 
g10 lppax0TJ, l1rea-ev. 
g10 KaT€1TaT~0..,,. (J'VVE1TrlTr;a-av. 

(c) The repetition and redundancy which are such striking 
features of Mk.'s style are avoided. In the following list, words in 
brackets are omitted by Mt. because they are verbally or in 
substance repeated in an adjacent clause : 

(I) 115 [ 1T'£1T'A1pwral t, Katpos Kat] ~')")'lKEV 'r/ (3aa-i.\da TOV 0wv 
µnavoetTE [ Kat ma-TEVETE lv T<e diayyEAl'f]. 

116 'S{µwvos, Mt. avTOV, 
1 32 /Jf {as OE ywoµli,'rJS [ 6TE l8va-w t, ~Atos]. 

42 \ • ll.\_ [. A '0 • '] > A ' \ , [ '] • 0 , 0 I Kal EVvvs a'Tr'Yjll. EV Q71" aVTOV ,,, II.E1T'pa KQl £Ka epta- 'YJ· 
215 [~a-av yap 1T'OAAOt Kat YJKOAov0ovv avT<i,]. 
2 16 io6vTf:s [ on la-0fo /J.ETa TWV aµapTWAwv Kat TEAWVWV]. 

19 [~ I If ' ,,./.., S .I, ,.. ., ~ I 
2 oa-ov XPOVOV E)(OVa-LV TOV vvµ't'iov JLET avrwv ov ovvavTat 

V7Ja-TEVELV]. 
20 ' [' , , ,.. t , ] 2 TOTE- EV EKELV?7 TTJ 'YJ/J.EP'[- , 
25 ., [ ' # '] > I 2 OTE XPEtav ea-xev Kat E1T'Etvaa-Ev. 
25(''] \t ,.,..., 2 avros Kal Ot JLE't aVTOV, 

41 1rpos T'YJV 0a.\aa-a-av £1T't rijs ns, Mt. (7l"t T6V aiyia.\6v. 
42 Kat i8[oaa-KEV ••• Kat (AE')'EV avTOtS EV Tfj oioaxv avrov. 

Mt. Kat £AaA7Ja-Ev avroi:s. 
4 so ~ EV T{vi avT~V 1rapa/30,\fj 0wµEv ]. 
4 31 6Tav a--rrapfi]. 
4 31 Twv l1rl rijs y~s ]. 
439 Kat lK61raa-ev t, avEµos] Kat ;y{vuo ya.\~,,, JLEyaA7J. 
512 ., • • ' ' ''0 J iva eis avrovs Eia-e11. wµEv • 
523 lva a-w0i}] Kat (~a-y. 
63 ti>OE] 1rp6s 'r}µas. 
64 ' ' ""' "" " ""J \ ' "" , I .t "" Kai ev TOLS a-vyyweva-tv av1·ov Kat EV TTJ otKt'[- avrov. 
618 T'YJV yvvai:Ka TOV a.OEA<pov a-ov. Mt. avr¥, 
628 [ TO KOpaa-tov]. 
635 ~a,,, 6Jpas 1T'OAA~s-~07J Jpa 1T'OAA1, Mt. avoids the 

repetition. 
713 TT/ 1rapao6a-u vp.wv [ii 11"ape0wKaTE]. 
721 [ la-w0Ev] yap iK T'YJS Kap8tas. 
81" Mt. omits because it is substantially repeated m the 

next verse. 
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Mt. OU P,'Y}Kt'Tl, 
Mt. transfers ~vKlTL to the next 

1425 ouKtn ou p,~ Tr{w. Mt. ou p,~ Trlw a.Tr' /1.pn. 
1461 OUK d7r£Kplvaro ovSlv. Omitted in Mt 2663 ; cf. Mt 

2712 ou0£v dTrEKplvaro. 
But Mt. retains the double negative in the parallels to: 

Mk 1214 OU p,'11.Et UOL 7r£pl. ov8£vo,. 
I 2 34 ouSd, OVKt'TL fro>..p,a. Mt. ovSe E'TOAP,TJU(V n,-OVK('TL, 
155 OVK('TL ovSev d7rmpl0ri. Mt. OVK (J,'Tf'£Kpl0ri-1rpo, ovOE 

~ ·-EV pTJp,a. 
(3) Mk. is fond of using a compound verb followed by the same 

preposition. Mt. not infrequently omits the compounded preposi
tion, or substitutes another verb, e.g. : 

Mk I 16 Trapa:ywv 7rap.f.. Mt 418 7r£pt7ra'TtiJV 7rapJ.. 
I 21 £1u7ropEVOV'Tat £1,. 413 l>..0wv-El,. 
2 1 £luEX0wv-,l,. 91 ~MEv fl,. 



xxv1 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW 

Mk J1 Elcri}>..Ow-E1s. Mt 129 ~A0Ev tls. 
518 Elcri}>..Oov ds. 832 atjAOav ds. 
517 a:rrE>..Oliv d.71'6. 884 fLETa/3f, d.71'6. 
61 l.~>..0w EKE'i0£v. 1353 JLET~P£V EKE'i0Ev, 
610 1.,l>..07JTE EKE'i0£v. 1011 i,l>..O'l'}TE. 
731 1.,E>..0wv EK. l 529 fLETa/3as EKE'i0£V. 
925 l,l>..0E U. Cf. 1718 1.,~>..0£v d.71'6. 
942 71'EplKnTat-71'£p[. 186 KpEµau0fj-71'£p{. 

1025 8,a.~iEA.0iiv. 1924 8ia.-du£A.0iiv. 
1025 E1s-Eu:reA.0£'i:v. 1924 omit EluEA0£1v. 
131 EK71'opwoµlvov-EK. 241 1.,EMwv-d.71'6. 

But in Mk 2 26 
3

21 610. 11 715(2). 18. 20. 21 g43. 45 1023 ull· 15 12s 1312 

Mt. retains the double preposition. Other cases in Mk. are 
1 29. 45 52. s. 12 .654 719. 24. 25. 26. 29 823, 26 925, 28 1015. 24 112. 16 i65, where 
Mt. omits the whole paragraph or clause. 

That Mt. has less liking than Mk. for these tedundant phrases 
may be seen from the following, the relative length of the two 
Gospels being borne in mind. I quote from the Concordance of 
Moulton and Geden : 

E«:rtpxEu0ai £is-Mt. 27, Mk. 24. 

Of Mt.'s 27 all but 5 are in sayings. Of the 5, 2 (21 10• 12) are 
from Mk., and another (85) probably a reminiscence of Mk. The 
reading in 2 21 is doubtful. This leaves one (2753) to the credit of 
the editor. 

On the other hand, of Mk.'s 24, 10 occur in narrative. 
1,lpxEu0ai EK-Mt. 11, Mk. 13. 

Of Mt.'s 11, 2 only are in narrative, 15 21 2117, and both are 
from Mk. Of Mk.'s 13, 7 are in narrative. 

ElU71'opeveu0a, Eis-Mt. 1 in a saying, Mk. 4 in sayings, 2 m 
narrative. 

EK71'opww0a, I.K-Mt. 2 in sayings, Mk. 3 in sayings, 2 m 
narrative. 

8ilpxEu8a Bui-Mt. 2 (19241) in sayings, Mk. 2 in sayings. 
8ta71'opwEu0ai 811:f-Mt. o, Mk. I in narrative. 
71'apay£tV 71'apa-Mt. o, Mk. l in narrative. 
71'EplKELu0ai 71'£pl-Mt. o, Mk. 1 in a saying. 
UVVUTavpovu0ai uvv-Mt. 1 in narrative, from Mk., Mk. r. 
In other words, these iterated prepositions are common in both 

Gospels in sayings. In narrative there are about 24 cases in Mk. 
and about 8 in Mt., of which 6 come from Mk. 

·Once in a saying Mt. has Eiul>..()'l'JTE £ls (2641) where Mk. (1438 ) 

has l>..0'f/TE Eis, K* B ; but dul>..O'f/TE, K O A C D L al. 
(d) Not infrequently a commonplace word is substituted for an 

uncommon or unusual one; e.g. : 
Mk 1 10 uxi(oµlvovs. Mt J16 ~ve,px0'1'/uav. 

I 12 I.K/3&:>J.,.e1, 4 l aV7JX()1J, 
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Mk 116 ,lµ,cf,1/3&.>J-...wra,. Mt 418 /3&),.>-.. onw; tlµ,cpl/3},:qcnpov. 
211 Kpri/3aTTOV. 96 KAlvTJV. 
221 E7rtp&.7T"T£1. 916 E'Tf't/3&>..AEI. 
is Tots vfois Twv tlv0p6'1rwv. 1 2 31 Tot, &.v0pJ1rois. 
98 <J'TlA/3ov-ra. l 72 ws TO cpws. 

1025 Tpvp.aAta<;. l i 4 7'(>11/J,«TOS •. 
1 18 un{3&.8as, 2 1 8 KAtt8ovs, 
1468 1rpoav>...wv. 2671 m,>..,tf,v. 
1472 E1rt/3aA6Jv. 2675 it£Mwv llw?. 
1511 tlvt<J'£t<J'av. 2 720 ·;71'£t<J'av. 

(e) Mt. often corrects the harshness of Mk.'s sy.ntax; cf. 
especially the notes on 1010 138· 2s. s2. 

(/) Prepositions and adverbs. 
d7ro and EK: 

Mt 316 t11r6 Mk 110 ,K. 
161 EK = 811 &.1r6. 
l 718 ,l7ro cf. 925 EK. 
241 d1ro = 131 l[. 
24

29 " = 1i5 EK. 
2647 " 1443 7rapcL 

In 316 the change is perhaps intentional. See note. 
In 161 2410 2647 the changes seem without significance, but in 

1718 241 the substitution of ,171'(; avoids Mk.'s iteration: lt£A0£ lf, EK 
7ropwop.lvov-eK. 

£is and lv and i.7r{ : 
Mt 311 iv ilfon 

316 E71', avTOV 
418 £is 
915 Ecp' 6<J'OV 

121 dative 
137 i.71', 
138 " 

918 E71', «V'T'l]V 
1588 EV 
1042 £1, 
1915 E71'tn0£ts-av-roi:, 
21 8 EV 
2216 EV 6.ATJ0El'!-
248 £71'{ 
1017 EV 
2418 EV 

2480 £71', 
264 MX<i> 
265 iv T<t> Aa<ii 
2610 ds 
2618 EV 

110 £ls «VTOV. 
1 16 EV. 

219 EV J 
223 f.v • ... 
47 ds. 
48 " 
523 a-lrrfi. 
84 €1rl. 
941 lv. 

1016 n0£tS l1r'-a{rrcL 
II8 ds. 
l 214 £71', tlXTJ0das. 
138 ds. 
139 ds. 
1316 ds. 
I 326 lv. 
141 EV 86>...<i'. 
14 2 TOV Aaov. 
146 EV. 

149 ds. 
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Mt 2623 iv Mk 1420 ds. 
2684 lv 1430 omit. 
2650 £71'2 'TOY 'I71uovv 1446 miT<e, 
2664 J,r[ 1462 µera. 

828 Ba,µ.ov,{6µ.wo, 52 iv 'Tl"VEVp.a-r, &.Ka0apTCf, 
920 alµoppoovua 525 otua l.v pvun aiµaTOS, 

In J16 the change of i,r{ for ds is probably intentional. See 
note. In 418 Eis is perhaps more natural than lv after {3&.>..>..ovTas. 
In 13 7• 8 l,r{ is also more natural after the verb ,r[11"Tnv than Eis. 

In 918 and 2650 Mt. substitutes J,r{ with accusative for the dative 
after i.mT{0£u0a, '1'1/V XE'ipa; but he has the dative in 1915 where 
Mk. has the accusative with /.,r[, so that the change is without 
significance. In 1588 lv is perhaps easier than l.,r{. In rn42 Mt. 
has Eis ovoµa for iv av6µan; but the succeeding words are different, 
and the passages are not really parallel. For Eis ovoµa, cf. Mt 
1041 <2) 182° 2819• In 218 lv is easier than Eis, and this is the case 
with ;_,r{, 248, and l.v, 1017 2418• The substitution of l,r{ for ;_,,, 2430, 

and for µmi, 2664, is due to desire to assimilate to Dn 713 (LXX). 
And the participles in 828 920 avoid Mk.'s curious use of iv. 

;_,r[ with different cases : 
Mt 916 i.,rt lµ.aT{",! Mk 2 22 i.,rt 1µ.aTwv. 

132 l,rl -rov aiy,aMv 41 ,1,rl rijs yijs. 
1414 l,r' al!ro'is 684 /,r' al!rovs. 
1410 ;.,rl Tov x6pTov 689 l,rl -r4, x6PT"l· 
1425 ,1,rl 'l'1JV 0a.Aauuav 648 l,rl Tijs 0a"A.au<n)s, 
1535 l,rl 'T1JV riv 86 i,rl rijs ris, 
1018 i.,rt .;,y£µ6va.s 139 /.,rl .;,y£µ.6vwv. 

Cf. 21 7 br,.aVTWv 117 aVTW. 
2 I 7 f:1r&.vw aVTWv I I 7 f:11'., ~VTOv. 

918 ,1,r' al!r~v 528 avrfj. 
19lli aVTOtS 1016 £71', aVTd., 
2650 E71't 'TOY 'I11crovv 1446 al!rcji. 

In 916 the dative is perhaps more natural after the weakened 
sense of lm{3aA),.£iv, which Mt. substitutes for Mk.'s /.,r,pa?rTEiv, 
than the accusative. 

In 132 cf. for the accusative after icrT1Jµ,, Rev 1218 141 152 ; but 
the genitive is found in Lk 617, Ac 21 40, Rev 105• 8• 

;_,r{ with the dative after u,rA.a-yxvl{Ecr0a, is found in Mt 1414 

and Lk 713• Mk (634 82 and 922) has the accusative, and so Mt 1532• 

In 1419 the verb is avaKAt~va,. After the similar verbs 
Ka0ijcr0a, and Ka0{tELv, ;_,r[ frequently takes genitive or accusative. 
The dative only occurs in Rev 710 194 21 5• Mt.'s substitution of 
genitive for dative is, therefore, not unnatural. Cf. his substitution 
of Ka071µtvov 8~ allrov £71't Tov "Opovs, 243, for Mk.'s Kat Ka071µivov 
atTov £ls -ro •opos, 133• For the latter, cf. 2 Th 2 4 Jo-Tf atTov ds TOv 
vaav 'TOV O,o\i Kalllua,. 
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In 1425 Mt. substitutes the accusative for Mk.'s genitive and 
has the accusative in v. 29, but in v.26 he retains Mk.'s genitive.1 
Jn 619 has the genitive. The change of accusative for genitive in 
1018 is conditioned by the change of verb, ax0~u£<,0£ for UTa0~cuu8E. 

In 217 Mt. has l-rr' a.vrwv for Mk.'s simple dative, but he has 
changed the verb from imf3rJJ...>..£tv to l-rrm0£u0ai. After this verb 
the usual constructions are the simple dative or irr{ with accusative, 
but Mt. has the genitive again in 27 29. In the same verse Mt. has 
imJ.vw aixrwv for l-rr' avrwv. £-rravw occurs 8 times in Mt., only once, 
145 =" more than," in Mk. 

7rp6,: 
Mt 816 dative Mk 182 7rp6~. 

92 " = 2S " 
1717 " 919 " 
2123 " 1127" 
2223 " l 218 " 
2758 " 1543 " 

In 816 and 92 Mt. substitutes 7rpocT<plpEw for Mk.'s cplp££v. 
-rrpoucplpnv is a favourite word with him, and he always uses the 
simple dative of a person after it. In 1717 the verb is cplpnv in 
Mt. and Mk. Mt. has the dative again in 1418• Mk. uses the 
dative 732 322, or 7rp6, 132 23 919.20 u7. In 212s 2228 and 2758, 
Mt. substitutes his favourite word -rrpoulpxEu8ai for lpxEuOw., Mk 
u 27 1218, and ElulpxEuOai, 1543. The substitution of the dative for 
-rrp6, is a natural consequence. 

Other changes : 
Mt 124 p,Er' a.vrov = Mk 2 26 <TVV a.&w. 

1225 Ka0' la.vnjs 324 lcf>' fovr~v. 
1225 ,, = 325 11 

But Mt. retains Jtf>' fovr6v in v.26• 

I f 9 iv rfi Ka.pS{'!- a.vrwv = 415 ds a.vro-6,. 
1014 omit == 611 v-rroKarw. 
2418 t,-,r{uw = 1316 Eis ra tJ-rr{uw. 
1425 dative == 648 11'Ep{ with accusative. 
I 4 27 " -- 650 P,ETU. UVTWV, 

>..a>..E'i:v p,ETa occurs only here in the Synoptic Gospels, 4 
times in Jn., 6 in Rev. But cf. Mt 173 CJ'VVA.a>..ovvrE<; 
JJ-ET' a.v-rov == Mk 94 the dative. 

l 529 11'a.pa Mk 731 ds. 
167 lv la.vro'i's 816 7rp6<; &>..>..~>..ov<;. 
1621 dative 881 JJ-ETa with accusative. 
1 723 ,, 9s1 ,, 

1 See Abbott (Jokannine Grammar, 2342), who urges that Mk.'s ,r,p,,ro,-rwP 
br! -ri)s Oo,-Xdcrcr'ljs is ambiguous, and might mean "walking about on the edge 
of the sea." 
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Mt 2019 dative Mk ro34 p.mi with accusative. 
2 r 1 El, T6 ¥0po, I r 1 7rpO'i T6 •opo,. 
2 r 25 ev fovTot, r r 31 7rp6, fotJTov,. 
21 38 ,, r27 ,, 

2 628 7rEp{ I 4 24 V1T'Ep, 
2634 lv 1400 dative. 
2 733 EA.06n£, El, 1522 cf,lpovcnv-l1r{. 
2 746 7rEp{ 1534 dative. . 
2 760 dative r 546 l1r{ with accusative. 

Many of these changes are without significance, but those in 
316 2430 2664 are probably intentional, whilst those in 241 r37• 8• 19 

1533 218 243 1017 2418 828 920 916 r419 ease the construction. Those 
in 816 92 r717 2123 2223 and 27 58 are to conform to Mt.'s usage else
where. 

(g) Conjunctions. 
Mk. three times has OTav with the indicative, viz. 311 1119• 25• 

Mt. avoids this construction. Cf. Mk 656 07rov llv El<T1ropruETo, which 
Mt. omits. Cf. Rev 144 il1rov llv wayEL (AC). 

£i in a statement meaning" that not," Mk 812, Mt. substitutes otJ. 
(h) Changes made in Mk.'s language are sometimes due to the 

fact that the editor has inserted similar sayings from another 
source in another part of his Gospel, and assimilates Mk.'s 
language to these similar passages. 

E.g. Mk 425 = Mt 1J12 ; but Mt adds Kal 1rEpL<F<Tw04<Tua,, to 
assimilate to 2529• 

Mk 812 has Tl ~ YEVECJ, a~T'I] (71Tii <T7JP,ELOV; &.p.~v >..iyw vp.'iv El 
8o0~£TtlL rfj ,'EVE,j, Tavrn <F7Jp.{i,ov; but ~ 

Mt 164 has Y£VECJ, 1T'OV7Jpa Kal p.o,xa>..1. <T7JP,ELOV lm(7JTEL Kill 
<T'YJP.ELOV OU 8o0~<T£TaL aurfj El p.~ T6 <F7JP,ELOV 'Iwva, to 
assimilate to r 239, 

Mk 835 has <Tw<TEL; but Mt r624 has EVP~<TEL, to assimilate 
to ro39• 

Mk 943 has lav <TKav8a>..{<T?l-&7rOK01fOV-<T£-T6 7rVp T6 
a<T/3£<TTov; but Mt 188 has El <TKav8a>..{(EL-EKKoifJov-<To{, 
and adds Kal. {3a>..£ d7r6 <Tov, to assimilate to 530, and 
has T(J 1rvp T() aiwvwv, to assimilate to 2541• 

Mk 942 has KaA.6v E<TTLV d; but Mt 186 has <Fvp.cf,lpEt-Tva, 
to, assimilate to 530• 

Mk 947 has lav-<TKav8a>..{(v-lK/3aA.£-(]'£; but Mt 189 has 
£i-<TKav8a>..l(u-l[EA.£-<TOl, and adds KaL /3aA.£ &7r6 <Tov, 
to assimilate to 529, and Tov 7rVp6,, to assimilate to 522• 

Mk 1011 = Mt 19~. Mt. adds ( El) p.~ l1rl. 1ropvElq,, to as
similate to Mt 532 1rapEKT6r; >..6yov 7ropvda,. 

Mk I r23 = Mt 21 21. Mt. adds lav lX7JTE Trl<TTLV, to assimilate 
to I 720, 

In 1583•39 Mt. assimilates the language to 1419·21• 
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(z') A few changes seem to be due to the desire to emphasise 
an antithesis, e.g. : 

Mt 152} 3ta. ,r{ oi µa0'Y}rn{ aov 7rapaf3a{vovcnv. 
15 3 3ta. TL Kat i!µlis 7rapa{3a{ ET£, 

I 54} o yap 0£o, £i1uv T{µa. 
155 Vµeis 8£ AlyE-rE-olJ µ~ TLJL~<TEt.. 

198} MwvO'~s-l1rtrpE1fEV, 
199 .\l.yw 3e i!p:iv. 

6. More important, however, than changes in language, are 
alterations which seem due to an increasing feeling of reverence 
for the person of Christ. The second Evangelist had not scrupled 
to attribute to Him human emotion, and to describe Him as asking 
questions. Such statements are almost uniformly omitted by the 
editor of this Gospel. 

E.g. he omits the following : 
Mk 35 7r£pt{3.\Eipaµ£vos avTOtlS JLET, Jpris O'VVAV'lrOVJLEVO<;. Cf. 

the way in which Mt 1249 avoids 1r£pi/3.\Eipaµ£vo, of 
Mk 334. 

1 41 (J'7f'.\ayxvi(J'0£{,; but D a ff 2 have Jpyt0'0ds. 1 

143 lµ/3ptj1,'Y}O'O.J1,£VO<;, 
321 lttO'T'YJ, 
66 WavµaO'w. 
812 &vaO'T£11ata, T<e 7rVWJLUTt, S1 has: "He was excited in 

spirit"; Arm. "He was angry in His spirit." Cf. 
Mt.'s omission of T<f 7f'J'€Vjl,aTt avrov from Mk 28• 

1014 ~yavaKT'YJO'EV, 
l ci21 1µ{3.\ltf,a, aVT<f ~ya7f"Y}O'£V avT6v. 
1433 Mt has .\v7r£t0'0ai for lK0aµ{3£'i0'0at. 

He omits also clauses which seem to ascribe inability to 
Christ, or desire which was not fulfilled. 

E.g. 1 45 /jJ(J''f£ Jl,'Y}Kf.Tt a&ov 3vvau0at-d0'£A.0£'iv. 
65 OVK .13vvaTO fK£t 7f'Ot~O'(lt ov3£µ{av 3vvaµtv. Mt 1358 

substitutes OVK f7f'O{'Y]<T£V fK£t 3vvaµ£is 7ro.\.\a,. 
648 ~0£.\Ev 7rapE.\0£'iv a&ovs. Mt. omits. 
724 o-riUva ~0£.\Ev yvwvat KaL OVK ~3vvau0'Y] .\a0E'i:v. Mt. 

omits. 
980 Kal ovK ~0£.\Ev Zva n<; yvoi. Mt. omits. 

1458 Karn.\vO'w. Mt 2660 8vvaµat KaTaA.vO'at. 
In u 13 Mk. describes the Lord as coming to a fig tree [d 3.pa 
~ I , .t ,.. \ ''0' ] , I , ' .t ~' f' , \ ,I.. I\ \ r O ' Tt EVP'YJO'Et O' aVT'l} Kat £1\ WV £7(' aVT'Y}V OVOEV rnpEV Et 11-'Y/ 't'Vl\l\a O yap 

Katpo, ovK ;v uvKwv]. Mt. omits the bracketed clauses, which 
might give rise to the question why Christ expected to find figs 
which did not exist, and that out of season. · 

1 See note on 83• Mt. uses <T'll"Aa.-yxvltecrOa.t of Chxtst four times (936 1414 

1532 
2034), and probably read. op-y,<TOels in Mk 14 • 
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The same feeling of reverence may have caused the following 
changes: 

Mk 63 0 -rlKTWV. Mt 1355 0 TOV TEKTOVO<; Vto<;. 
1018 Tl µ£ >..lypi<; &yaB6v; Mt. l 917 TL JJ-E lpwTij,Pupl TOV ayaBov; 
1332 olioE o via,;. Mt 2486 omits. 

He omits also the following questions which Mk. places in the 
mouth of the Lord : 

Mk 59 TL Jvoµa u-o{; 
530 Tl<; µov ~iflaTo Twv iµaTlwv; 
638 'ITOU'OV<; lx£T£ /1.p-rov<;; 
812 Tl ~ 'Y"-VEO. aim/ {?JTE'i <r1Jp.£'iov; 
823 £1 Tl /3>..bm,; ; 
912 'ITW<; ylypa?TTaL E?TL rov viav TOV dv()pi!J?TOV; 
916 Tl u-vt'f/T££T£ ?Tpa<; a&ov<;; 
921 ?To<ro<; XPovo<; E<rTLV i:i,. TOVTO ylyovEv atmi, ; 
933 Tl lv rfj Mee Bi£Aoyl(£u-BE; 

108 Tl -lip.iv £V£TELA.aTo MwvO"Tj,;; 
1414 ?TOv l<rTtv TO KaTa.Avµ&. µov; 

Due to the same causes are, no doubt, changes made in regard 
to the miracles. 

There is a tendency to emphasise the immediacy of a miracle; 
cf. the insertion of /,,,ro nj,; wpa<; £KELV1J<;, Mt 922 1528 1718• A more 
striking case of this occurs in the parable of the Fig Tree. In Mk. 
an interval of a day is placed between the denunciation of it by 
the Lord and the observation of the disciples that it had withered 
in the meantime. But Mt. draws together the two sections of the 
narrative, states that the tree withered immediately upon Christ's 
word, and that the disciples were astonished at this immediate 
fulfilment of the Lord's word ( 2 1 21 ). There is a similar heightening 
in the universal scope of Christ's healings. Mk 182· 33 records that 
" all" who were sick were brought to Christ, and that He healed 
" many." Mt. reverses the adjectives-" many" were brought, and 
"all" were healed (816). There is a similar alteration in Mt 1215 

as compared with Mk 37• 10, Here, too, may be noticed the 
heightening in number in the two miracles of feeding by the 
insertion of the phrase xwpl,; yvvaiKwv Kat 1rai8twv, 1421 1588• 

Noticeable also is the omission of the two miracles, Mk 781ft', 

822ff·, in which the cure is effected by physical means : "He put 
His fingers into his ears, and spat, and touched his tongue," 733 ; 

"He spat on his eyes," 823• Moreover, in the latter incident the 
cure is a gradual one, necessitating a twofold laying on of hands. 
Contrast the emphasis laid by Mt. in two cases on Christ as 
healing "with a word," 88• 16, Another noticeable change of 
this sort is found in Mt 1717-18, Mk 920-26 describes how the 
spirit tare the sufferer as he was brought to Christ, so that he fell 
on the ground and wallowed foaming. The Lord presently bade 



THE SOURCES OF THE GOSPEL xxxiii 

the spirit come forth ; whereupon, "having cried out and rent him 
sore, he came out. And he became as one dead, so that many 
said that he had died." Mt. omits all these details, simply saying 
that "the demon came forth from him." St. Luke retains much 
of this description, but omits all traces of physical suffering after 
Christ's command. A similar desire to avoid descriptions of bodily 
anguish after Christ's healing word may have co-operated with 
other motives in causing the omission of Mk 1 23-28• Mk. records 
that after Christ's word "the unclean spirit rent him, and cried 
with a loud voice." Here again a similar motive has influenced 
St. Luke, who states indeed that "the demon threw him down in 
the midst," but adds, " came out from him, having done him no 
hurt," 435• 

In view of the facts recorded above, it may perhaps be not too 
fanciful to see a striving after a reverential attitude in the following 
changes. In Mk 438 the disciples ask the half-reproachful question, 
" Is it not a care to Thee that we perish?" Mt 825 substitutes 
"save, we perish." In Mk 637 they ask a question which might be 
interpreted in an ironical sense: "Are we to go away and buy two 
hundred pennyworth of bread?" Mt 1417 omits. Does Mt. omit 
Mk 145 because, side by side with the statement that Christ was 
unable to do something, it records an act of direct disobedience 
to Christ's express command? Lastly, Mt. has substituted for 
Mk 1 2 28-34 a narrative of very different tone- Did he find the 
approbation of Christ's teaching expressed by the scribe too 
patronising? See note on 2284• For the relation of Mt. to Mk. in 
the account of Christ's use of the parabolic method in teaching, 
see on Mt 1310-12• 

7. Side by side with these changes in expressions dealing 
with the person of the Lord runs a series of somewhat similar 
alterations in favour of the disciples. 

E.g., in Mk 413 there is a rebuke addressed to the disciples, 
" Do ye not know this parable, and how shall ye appreciate 
all the parables?" In Mt 1316-17 this rebuke is omitted, 
and there is inserted instead a blessing, " Blessed are your 
eyes," etc. 

In Mk 440 01l71"W lxeTE 1r{unv becomes 0Aiyo1rlUTOl in Mt 826• 

Mk 652 ov yap (l'VV~Kav lrrl. TOl', a.pTOl', &U' ~v QVTWV ~ KapUa 
1re7rwpwp,lv'Y/, is omitted from Mt 1433• 

Mk 817 7f'E7rwpwp,lvrJV (XETE T~V KapOtav vp,wv; orp0aAp,ov, ()(OVTE, 

ov /3Ai1reTE Kal. liJrn lxovTE, ovK dKoveTE, is omitted at Mt 169, 

and in v.12 a statement is inserted to the effect that the 
disciples did understand. 

At Mk 829 Mt. inserts the eulogy of St. Peter, "Blessed art 
thou, Simon Barjona," etc., 1611-19• 

C 
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At Mk 913 another clause is inserted to emphasise the fact that 
the disciples understood Christ's teaching (Mt 1713). 

From Mk 95, Mt 1 74 omits the statement that St. Peter "knew 
not what to answer. 

Mk 910, which records that the disciples disputed about the 
rising from the dead, is omitted at Mt 179• 

For Mk 932 "And they understood not the saying, and were 
afraid to ask Him," there is substituted in Mt 1723 the 
harmless words, "And they were very grieved." 

From Mk 933•34 Mt. omits the statements that the disciples had 
disputed who was the greater ap1ong them, 181• 

In Mk 1035 an ambitious request is ascribed to James and 
John. In Mt 2020 this request is transferred to the mother 
of the two Apostles. 

In Mk 410•13 the Twelve are represented as ignorant of the 
meaning of Christ's parables. Mt. avoids this. 

From Mk 1440 the words, "and they knew not what to answer 
Him," are omitted by Mt 2643• 

Compare also the omission of oI S~ µ.a0'rJTa2 Waµ.{3ovvro l1rl. -ro'is 
,\6yois avTov (Mk 1024) in Mt 1923, and the omission of 
KQL Waµ.(3ovvro (Mk 1032) in Mt 2017, 

8. The following alterations are due to a desire to emphasise 
a fulfilment of prophecy in an incident recorded by Mk. : 

Mk 11 2 7rWAOJ/ Se8eµ.l11011. Mt 21 2 OJ/OJ/ 3e3eµ.w'f/J/ KQL 7rWA.OJ/ µ.eT' 
avT'rJS, The citation from Zee 99 follows in v.5• 

Mk 1411 £1l"'f/YYE{A.a11To avT.;; dpyvpwv Sovvai. Mt 2615 :aT'rJ<TUV 
avTcii -rpu1.Kovra dpyvpia. Both f.<TT'rJ<TUJ/ and TplaKOVTa 
occur in Zee 11 12, and are here inserted to prepare the way 
for the quotation of Zee 11 13 in 27 9- 10• 

Mk 1523 l<rµ.vpvt<rp.£11011 0111011. Mt 2734 0!11011 JJ-ET<J, xoA.~S 
µ.eµ.iyphov, with probable reference to Ps 6922• 

9. The following changes or brief insertions are made by Mt. 
to qualify or explain a statement of the second Evangelist: 

Mk 811 = Mt 164• Mt. adds e1 µ.~ TO <T'f/p.e'iov 'Iwva, remembering 
that in 1 2 40 he has already represented Christ as making 
this qualification of His words. 

815 == Mt 166• Mt. substitutes Ka, Sa33ovKa[wv for Kat. -r~s 
tvµ.'r/s 'Hpcp'Bov to prepare the way for his explanation in 
v.12 that "leaven" meant "teaching." 

829 =. Mt 1616• Mt. adds O vios TOV Oeov TOV twvTOS. 
1011 = Mt 199• Mt. adds (d) µ.~ e1r, -rropvdq.. 
1084 == Mt 2019• Mt. substitutes <navpw<rai for &.1roKTEJ1ov<rt11. 
1465 == Mt 2667• Mt. adds -r{s icrnv o 1ra£cras <re to explain 

7rp0r:p~TEVCTOJ/, 
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J 536 = Mt 2749• Mt. has oi 8£ Aoi1rol E!1rav for Mk.'s 
ambiguous >..l.ywv. 

Lastly, the substitution of ovrn, ECTTlV in Mt 317 for ::Sv E!in Mk 111 

may be due to a desire to make it clear that the divine 
voice was heard not by Christ alone, but by others also. 
It was a public announcement of His divinity. 

10. Under the head of changes made for the sake of greater 
accuracy may be noted the following: 

Mk 226 E7rt 'A(3ia0ap apxiEpl.w,. Mt 124 omits. 
521 Ei, TWV apxiuvvaywywv. Mt 918 apxwv Ekj cf. Schtirer, 

II. ii. 6 5· 
614 {3aulAEV<;. Mt J 41 TETpaapx'YJ•· 
622 T~> 0vyaTpo, avrnii (avT~,) 'Hp</;'8ia8o,. Mt 146 ~ 0vyaT'YJP 

T~, 'Hp<e8ui8o,. 
831 981 1034 P,ET<J. TpEt<; ~µ,I.pa<;. Mt 1621 1723 2019 T~ Tpfrv 

~11.tpq. 
95 'HA.Ela, uvv .MwucrEt. Mt I 78 Mwvu~,; Kal 'HAe{a,;. 

141 TO 1rauxa Kai. TO. /1..(vµ,a. Mt 262 omits Kat TO. a(vµ,a. 
1412 Tfj 1rpwT7l ~µ,l.pq TWV a(vµ,wv OT£ TO 1rd.uxa Wvov. Mt 

2617 omits OTE TO 1rauxa Wvov. 
1521 epx6µ,evov a1r' aypov="coming from work." Mt 2732 

omits. See note. 
1546 ayopaua, uiv86va. Mt 2759 omits. See note. 

11. Some noticeable changes in point of fact are: 
Mk 2 14 Aevelv TDV TOV 'A>..cf,afov. Mt 99 av0pw1rov-Ma00atov 

>..ey6µ,evov. 
51 repaCT'Y)VWV. Mt 828 ra8ap'Y)VWV. 
52 av0pw1ro,. Mt 828 8vo. 
s10 t:.a>..µ,avov0a. Mt 1589 MayaMv. 

1046 0 via, Tiµ,alov BapTlµ,aws TVcpAo<; 1rpoualT'YJ>• Mt 2030 

8vo TV<pAo{. 
1457 TlVE<;. Mt 2660 8vo. 

It is hoped that the facts collected above will be sufficient to 
convince the reader that of the two Gospels, that of S. Mark 
is primary, that of S. Matthew secondary. They seem to point 
all in the same direction. That is to say, whilst it is not 
inconceivable that such changes should have been made by a later 
writer in the text of S. Mark, it is extremely improbable that the 
author of the second Gospel should have been dependent on the 
first, and have made the changes in the reverse direction. From 
every point of view, whether it be of linguistic style, of reverence 
for Christ, of esteem for His Apostles, or of consideration for the 
reader, the alterations made by Mt. give the impression of be
longing to a later stage of evangelic tradition as compared with 
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that represented by Mk. Isolated cases may seem open to 
question, but anyone who reads through the first Gospel with 
Mk. before him, asking himself why it is that Mt. differs from the 
second Gospel, will, I believe, be led to the conclusion that, taken 
as a whole, his deviations from Mk.'s text can only be explained 
as due to motives which interpenetrate every part of his work. 

This subject, however, must not be left without some con
sideration of the fact that Mt.'s treatment of Mk. often finds a 
parallel in· Lk. In other words, Mt. and Lk. often agree against 
Mk. in omission and in substitution of a word or phrase, and 
(rarely) in an insertion. This fact has led to the suggestion that 
in addition to Mk., Mt. and Lk. had a second source containing 
parallel matter, and that they not infrequently agree in preferring 
the language of this second source to that of Mk. This second 
source might, of course, be either a document already used by 
Mk., or a document independent of Mk., but containing many 
parallel sections. 

The following facts are worthy of consideration : 
Lk. like Mt. omits many details from Mk.'s narrative. 
E.g. Mk 1 13 the wild beasts. 

1 29 James and John. 
2 26 Abiathar. 
3170 Boanerges. 
4 38 the cushion. 
513 "about two thousand.'' 
637 "two hundred pennyworth.'' 
639 "green " ; Lk. also omits "grass.'' 
640 "in ranks"-" by hundreds." 
93 the fuller. 

14"1 the young man. 
15 21 the father of Alexander and Rufus. 
1544 Pilate's question about Christ's death. 

Especially the statements about the thronging of the multitudes: 
133. 45 22 39. 10. 20 631, 

Lk. like Mt. frequently omits Mk.'s characteristic words and 
phrases, Kal. dJ0vr;, 1TaAiv, 1To.\.\a, C:n after verbs of saying; and 
substitutes 8' for Ka[. 

Kal. £lJ0vr; occurs only once in Lk. in a non-Marean passage, 649• 

1Ta.\,v occurs 3 times in Lk., once, 2320, from Mk. 
1To.\.\a (adverbial) occurs in Lk. twice, both from Mk., 22 1725• 

6TL after verbs of saying is omitted by Lk. from Marean 
passages 14 times. 

8' is substituted for Ka, by Mt. and Lk. 26 times. See Hor. 
Syn. p. 120. 

Like Mt., Lk. avoids Mk.'s historic presents. There is but 
one instance in Lk., viz. 849 = Mk 535. See Hor. Syn. p. 119. 
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Like Mt., Lk. substitutes aorists for imperfects, e.g. in Mk 1 32 

42 513, 17 67 1218 1472• But Mt. is much more consistent than 
Lk. in this change. 

Like Mt., Lk. omits ~ptaTo, aVTo, from Mk 517, 20 634 g:n 1028. 32. 47 

135 1469 ; but Lk. has this construction 2 7 times. 
Like Mt., Lk. sometimes avoids Mk.'s redundant phrases. 

Clauses bracketed in the following are omitted by Lk. : 
Mk I 32 oif,la, 8£ j'EVOp.lv'YJ, ]. 

142 Kal. £Ka0ep&0'Y/]. 
2 15 ijcrav yap 'll'OA.Ao{]. 
2 16 WoVTE<; OTL lcr0fo Jl,ET(J. TWV ap.apTWA.WV Kal Tt:AWV<IJV]. 
219 OCTOV-V'YJCTTEVHV]. 
2 25 xpe{av £<TXEV ]. 
512 Lk. abbreviates. 
519 [ 11'p6<; Toi.<; CTOV<; ]. 
635 Lk. abbreviates. 

I 027 !&~X ol, 'll'apa 0e«;i], 
I046 Kal. £K'll'ope110µ.lvov-'Iepeix(l)], 
II 28 lVa TavTa 'll'Ol11>]. 
1214 Swµ.ev ~ µ.~ Swp.EV ]. 

Lk. sometimes agrees with Mt. in the substitution of one word 
for another, generally a common word for a rare one, e.g. : 

Mk 110 crxi(op.lvov,; Mt. Lk. ~vec§x0'Y/crav, &.vecex0iivai. 
112 f.K/3a.A.AEt; Mt. &v~x0'Y/; Lk. ~')'ETO. 
211 Kp&.{3arrov; Mt, KA{V'YJY; Lk. KAiv{Swv, 
221 f.'ll'tp&.'ll'TEt; Mt. Lk. f.'ll't/3filet, 
614 /3acrtAEV<; ; Mt. Lk. TETpa&.px'YJ•• 

1025 Tpvp.aAta,<;; Mt. Lk. Tp~p.aTO<;, 
1447 £71'atCTEV; Mt. 'l!'aT&.ta,; Lk. £11'&.Tatev, 
14 72 £'ll't/3aA(l)V; Mt. Lk. lteAOwv itw? 
1546 l.ve{A'YJ<TEV; Mt. Lk. lveroAitev, 

Lk. agrees with Mt. in nearly all the changes mentioned on 
pp. xxxi ff. with reference to the person of the Lord, omitting either 
the words in question or the whole paragraph. Exceptions are 
that Lk. retains the questions in Mk 59• 30 and 1414, and Tl p.e Al:yei,;; 
&ya06v in I018• He omits the entire incident of the cursing of the 
fig tree which Mt. has modified, and avoids the direct statement 
of disobedience to Christ's command in 1 45, which Mt. omitted. 

In the following changes of the same kind he has not the 
support of Mt. 

Mk 138 l.frjAOov ; Lk. d'll'EcrT&.ArJV, to make it clear that the 
coming forth from God is intended. 

Lk. omits the agony in the garden, Mk 1433-34 (Lk 2243-44, which 
is not in Mk., is omitted by ~a A BR T S1); the mockery by the 
soldiers, Mk 1516-20a; the spitting, Mk 1465 ; the feeling of desertion 
by God, Mk 1534 ; the rebuke of Christ by St. Peter, Mk 832, 
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Lk. also agrees with Mt. in some of the changes with reference 
to the disciples. 

Mk 413 Lk. omits. 
4 40 0117rW ;X€T€ 7rl<TTlV, Lk. 7rOV .;, 7rl<TTlS i•JJ,WV, 

6"2 Lk. omits the whole section. 
817 Lk. omits the whole section. 
910 Lk. omits the whole section. 
932 Lk. adds a clause to explain that the ignorance of the 

disciples was due to the fact that the matter was 
hidden from them (by God?); cf. Lk 1834 2416• 

1024 Lk. omits. 
1032 Lk. omits. 
1035-45 Lk. omits the whole section. 
1440 Lk. omits the paragraph. 

In the following changes of the same kind Lk. has not the 
support of Mt. : 

833 the rebuke of St. Peter. Lk. omits the paragraph. 
1450 the flight of the disciples. Lk. omits. 

( 1) Of these changes many of the more important might well 
be due to independent revision of Mk. by Mt. and Lk., especially 
those relating to Christ and His Apostles. It is evident that 
contemplation of the life of the Lord, and reflection upon His 
Person and work, and all that it meant for human life; and the 
deepening reverence that springs spontaneously from the life of 
meditation upon His words, and from spiritual communion with 
Him, and from worship of God in His name, was gradually leading 
Christian writers partly to refine and purify, partly to make careful 
choice of the language in which they described His life. In 
connection with His Sacred Person the choicest words only must 
be used, choicest not for splendour or beauty of sound or of 
suggestion, but as conveying in the simplest and most direct way 
the greatest amount of truth about Him with the least admixture 
of wrong emphasis. In this respect the Synoptic Gospels present 
in miniature the same process that afterwards took place on a 
larger scale in the history of the creeds. Already the Gospel 
writers found themselves committed to the task of describing the 
life of One whom they knew to have been a truly human Person, 
whom yet they believed to have been an incarnation of the Eternal. 
This task, in which it could never be possible to attain more than 
a relative amount of success, was increased by the fact that the 
books to be written were intended not for Christians with years of 
Christian thought and instruction to soften apparent inconsistencies, 
nor for men trained in the art of so softening the intellectual 
paradoxes of life as to escape from mental paralysis, but for the 
average member of the Christian congregation, simple-minded and 
matter-of-fact, to whom tlie narrative of the Lord's life with its 
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double-sidedness would repeatedly suggest hard questions, until 
use and custom blunted their edge. How could the Lord, if He 
was divine, ask for information? How could He wish or will 
things that did not happen? How could it be said that He could 
not do this or that? Did God really forsake Him in the garden? 
Could it be that He had prayed a prayer which was unfulfilled? 
Was it possible that S. Peter had rebuked Him? Why was He 
baptized if baptism implied repentance and forgiveness of sin ? 
The first and third Gospels prove themselves to be later than 
the second by the consideration which they show for the simple
minded reader in questions like this, and it is quite possible that 
Mt. and Lk. may often have agreed in a quite independent revision 
of Mk. in these respects. A good many of the verbal agreements, 
e.g. the grammatical changes, such as the substitution of aorists for 
historic presents, or the correction of an awkward turn of phrase in 
Mk., might also be due to independent revision. But no doubt 
this explanation will not account for all the agreements between 
Mt. and Lk. taken in their entirety, and we must look for other 
more comprehensive or supplementary explanations. 

(2) The theory that Mt. and Lk. had in addition to Mk. a 
second source, containing parallel matter to almost the whole of 
Mk., is very unsatisfactory. Here and there it seems to promise 
a solution. But the attempt to make it explain all the agreements 
in question ends in the reconstruction of a lost Gospel, almost 
identical with our S. Mark, save for the points of agreement 
between Mt. and Lk. which are in question. Is it in the least 
likely that there should have existed a second Gospel so similar 
to that of S. Mark? And granting this, is it probable that two 
later writers would have independently turned from S. Mark to pick 
out words and phrases from this Mark's "double"? See, further, 
Abbott, Corrections of Mark, 319. Here and there, however, the 
principle which underlies this explanation will be of service. Mt. 
and Lk., e.g., agree, against Mk., in certain words of the parable 
of the Mustard Seed. It is possible that Mt. turned here from 
Mk. to the Logia (see p. lvi), whilst Lk.'s account of the parable, 
which does not stand in his Gospel in the place where Mk 430-32 

should occur, but later, was taken from some source where it 
occurred in a form like that of the Logia. This would account 
for agreements between Mt. and Lk. 

Along these lines, that the agreements in question are sometimes 
due to the fact that Mt. and Lk. independently agree in re-editing 
Mk., and they are sometimes due to the fact that Mt. and Lk. 
sometimes substitute for Mk. a second tradition which they drew 
immediately from different sources, much may be explained. 

But three other factors must probably be taken into account. 
(3) Some of the agreements in question are probably due to 
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the fact that the copy of Mk. used by Mt. and Lk. had already 
undergone textual correction from the original form of the Gospel. 
That is to say, the text of Mk. used by Mt. and Lk. may be called 
a recension of the original Mk., whilst the text of Mark as we 
have it is another recension. E.g. Mk 1 41 has cnrAayxv,cr0d,, but 
Mt. and Lk. both omit the word. It is quite possible that their copy 
of Mk. had opyicr0£t,, which is read by D a ff2. The omission of 
Mt. and Lk. would then be parallel to other changes made by 
them in Mk.'s text. 

In Mk 118 the majority of MSS. have lcrTpwcrav, but D S1 curss. 
have the imperf. lCTTpcfwvvov, which has the advantage of being in 
Mk.'s style and is probably original. Now Mt. probably read the 
imperfect in Mk. He alters it in accordance with his custom into 
the aorist in 2 18, but he shows his knowledge of it by repeating 
the verb in the imperfect. And Lk. also read the imperfect in Mk. 

(4) Some of the agreements in question are probably due to 
the fact that the texts of the second and third Gospels have been 
assimilated. 

E.g. Mt. in 2235•40 and Lk in 1025·27 have a narrative similar 
to Mk 1228·4, in which they have several agreements against Mk. 
One of the most important of these is the word vo/1..tK6,, by which 
they describe the questioner. But vo1uK6, is omitted from Mt. by 
1. S1 Arm. Orig., and may be due to assimilation to Lk. 

In Mt 21 44 the majority of MSS. have a verse which is not 
found in the section in Mk., but which is also inserted in the 
corresponding section in Lk. But in Mt. the verse is omitted by 
D 33 a be ffl. 2 S1, and may be due to assimilation to Lk. ; or, as 
suggested in the commentary, it may be a gloss which came into 
the first Gospel, and was incorporated into the third by the same 
or by a later copyist. 

If we could recover the text of our two Gospels as they left 
the hands of the Evangelists, it is quite possible that the number 
of their agreements would be largely diminished. 

(5) Lastly, amongst his many sources (Lk 1 1) Lk. may have 
seen and read Mt., though his use of it is so slight that he cannot 
have had it constantly before him. This can nowhere be proved, 
but would obviously explain many agreements, both in matter parallel 
to Mk. and in non-Marean material. I am inclined to believe that 
Lk 171-4 is due to abbreviation of Mt 186•21 (see notes), and the 
agreement of Mt. and Lk. in substituting lv£ruAifw for the 
ii,£{A.'YJCT£v of Mk 1546 seems to me to be most naturally explained by 
the theory that Lk. had read Mt. and was here influenced by reminis
cence of his language. Of course, if a reasonable case could be 
made out for Lk.'s dependence upon Mt. in any one case, then a 
large number of agreements between the two Gospels would be at 
once more easily explained by this fact than by any other theory. 
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B. MATTER COMMON TO MATTHEW AND LUKE ALONE. 

Mt 31-12 = Lk 31-11, 

See note on Mt 37•12• Probably not borrowed from a 
common written source. 

42-11 = Lk 42·13, 

See note on Mt 42• Probably not borrowed from a 
common written source. 

5 1•12 Sermon. = Lk 6 17• 20·23• 
539b 40. 42 ,, 629, 30, 

542b ,, (534, 35. 

544 ,, 627a. 28b, 

545 ,, 635b, 

~ '' ~ 
547 " 633, 

~ '' ~ 
71 ,, 637a, 

~ '' ~~ 
7 3-5 " . 641. 42, 

712 " 631, 

716 " 644, 

~ '' ~ 
721 " 646!, 

724-27 " 647-49, 

These parallels suggest ~hat Mt. and Lk. had before 
them different recensions of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Seep. 70. 

5131 Sermon. = Lk 1434. 35, 

515 ,, 1133, 

518 " 1617, 

5
25. 26 ,, l 2 57-59, 

532 " 1618, 

68 " CL I 2 30• 
69-13 ,, 1 I 1-4, 

619-21 ,, 1 2 33. 34, 

622. 23 ,, I I 34. 35, 

624 " 1613, 
625-34 ,, I 2 22-31, 

77-11 ,, 119·13, 

713. 14 ,, I 324, 

722, 23 ,, I 
3

25-27. 

It will be seen that Mt. has in close connection sayings 
which in Lk. appear in different contexts. There is 
also a good deal of divergence in language. The 
former fact makes it unlikely that these sayings were 

1 Cf. Mk 900• 
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drawn from a common written source unless it were a 
document containing detached sayings and groups of 
sayings. The latter fact suggests diversity of source. 

Mt 811•12 East and West. = Lk 1328·30• 

85•13 Centurion. 7 1•10• 

Not. from a common source, but either from oral 
tradition or from independent written sources. See 
note on Mt 85·13• 

819•22 Two aspirants. 957•60• 

Not from a common source. See note on Mt 819• 

982·341 Beelzeboul. Lk JI 14 1• 

937• 38 Labourers few. 102• 

1010h Charge to the Twelve. 107h. 
1012- 13 ,, 105. 6. 

1015 " 1012. 

1O16a ,, 103• 

1024. 25 ,, 640, 

1026-33 ,, 122·9. 

1034-36 ,, 1251-53_ 

1037. 38 ,, 1426. 27. 

1039 " I 733. 

Not from a common written _source, but from oral 
tradition or from different written sources. Or Lk. 
has been influenced by Mt. See the commentary. 

1 r2· 3 The Baptist. 718-21• 
I 14·11 ,, 722-28. 

ul2.18 ,, l616. 

I 116-19 ,, 731-35
0 

I 121-23" ,, 1013-15. 

I 124 " 1012. 
I 125-27 ,, 1021. 22, 

Not from a common written source, but from independent 
written sources. See the commentary. 

1211 Lost sheep. 
Not from a common written source. 

1222· 23 Beelzeboul. 
The similarity here may be accidental. 

1227• 28 Beelzeboul. 
I 230 

1232 

I 23$-35 

1238 

I 2 39. 40 

I 2 41 

I 242 

I 2 43-45 

" 
" 
" Sign. 

" ,, 

" 
" 

ul4, 

See note on. 
1119, 20, 

I y23. 

1210• 
643-45. 

I r 10. 
I 1 29. 30. 

I 132. 

I r31. 

I 1 24-26, 
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From independent written sources. See note on Mt 1222. 

Mt 1316• 17 Blessed are your eyes. Lk 102:i. 24. 

From independent sources. 
1333 Leaven. 1320. 21. 

From a common written source. Or Luke has been 
influenced by Matthew. 

1514 Blind leading blind. 
Independent fragments. 

l 62-3! I 2 54-56!. 

17201 Grain of mustard seed. 176?. 
1812-14 Lost sheep. 154-7• 

Independent versions of the parable. See the commentary. 
187 Offences. 171. 
1815 Forgiveness. 178• 

182L~ ,, 17~ 
Independent written sources. Or Luke may have been 

influenced by Matthew. See note on Mt 1815• 

2 1 321 729. 30. 

Independent. 
2144! 2018!, 

But the verse is probably spurious in Mt. See note. 
2 2 35-40 1 The Great Commandment. 
234 Denunciation of Pharisees. 
2312 " 
2J14 ,, 

2J23 " 
2 325. 26 " 

2 327. 28 ,, 

2329-31 " 

2 334-36 " 

2337-80 " 

Not from a common written source. 
2 428- 26-28 End of world. 
2437-39 ,, 

2440. 41 ,, 

From independent sources. 
2443-51 · End of world. 

1025-27, 

II46b. 

1411 1814. 
I 152. 

l 142. 

l 1 39-41. 

l 1 44• 

I 1 49-51. 

1334. 35. 

See note on Mt 231 . 
172:J. 24. 37. 

1 726. 2,. 30. 

l 73!. ll.5_ 

l 2 39-46. 

Perhaps from a common written source. 
2514-30 Talents. 

Independent versions of the parable. 
It will be seen that the material tabulated above falls into two 

groups. A. A few narrative sections: 
Mt go-13 _ Lk 71-10 The Centurion. 

319-22 = 957-60 The two aspirants. 
1222-23, cf. 982-83 = 11 14 The dumb devil. 

1 Cf. Mk 1~25-34, 
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Mt 1238 = Lk u 16 Request for a sign. 
2235-40 1025-27 The great commandment. 

To which may be added-
Mt 31-12 = Lk 3 7•17 John's preaching. 

42-11 42-13 The temptation. 
B. Sayings of Christ. 
Some of these are isolated sayings or small groups of sayings 

which occur in different contexts in the two Gospels; e.g. : 
* Mt 513 Lk 1434. 
* 515 ._. 1133., 

* 518 = 1617. 
* 525-26 = 1257-59. 

* 582 = 1618. 

~ tl 12~ 
* 69-18 == ul•4. 

* 619-21 == 1233-34. 
t 622-23 __ u84-35. 

t 624 == 1618. 
t 625-84 1222-31. 

t 77-11 == u9·18. 

* 713-14 = 1324. 
* 7 22-23 == I 3 26-27. 

* 311-12 = 1328-30. 

* 1024-25 = 640. 

* 1026-33 = I 2 2-9. 

* I 0 34-30 I 2 51-53. 

* 1037-38 == 1426:27. 

* 1039 == 1788. 

* 1211 145. 
t I 316-17 = 1o23-24. 

t 1514 = 639. 
* 21321 = 729. 301. 

t 21441 20181. 

t 2312 1411 1814, 

t 2337-39 = 1334-35. 

t 2443-51 1239-46. 

* 251!-30 = 1911-28. 

In the passages marked * there is, besides the difference of 
setting, considerable verbal variation. Note, however, in Mt 69·13 

= Lk 111·4 the remarkable agreement in £71'wvuw,. In the passages 
marked t there is very close verbal agreement, with occasional 
variation. 

So far as these passages go, the divergence in setting, combined 
with the differences of language, are adverse to the theory of a 
common Greek source, unless that were a collection of detached 
sayings or groups of sayings. The few passages marked t might 
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be explained by the view that Luke was acquainted with Matthew, 
and was sometimes influenced by his language, or by the view that 
the different sources used by the two Evangelists contained these 
sections, the agreei:nent in language being due to derivation from 
a document lying behind the sources of our two Gospels. 

Other passages, however, present more difficulty, since the 
agreement is greater in extent; e.g. : 

( 1) The Sermon on the Mount, Mt 5-7 = Lk 6. 
(2) The charge to the Twelve, 10 9. ro. 
(3) The discourse about the Baptist, 11 7. ro. 
(4) The discourse about Beelzeboul, 12 II, 

( 5) The denunciation of the Pharisees, 2 3 = r r. 
(6) The discourse about the last things, 24 17. 

In the Sermon 011 the Mount there is very substantial agree
ment combined with, as, e.g., in the Beatitudes, remarkable diverg
ence. The charge to the Twelve is remarkable, because Mt. 
has expanded and enlarged Mk.'s short charge. Lk. in the parallel 
to Mt. borrows Mk., but has one or two agreements with Mt. 
against Mk. But in the next chapter he gives a charge to the 
Seventy which agrees in many respects with Mt's expansion of 
Mk. 

In the discourse about the Baptist there is great verbal agree
ment. In the sayings of denunciation of the Pharisees the context 
is different, but there is great verbal agreement. The discourse 
about Beelzeboul has remarkable features. If Lk. were non
existent, it might be supposed that Mt had expanded Mk., adding 
a further section dealing with the request for a sign. But Lk., 
who omits Mk.'s discourse from its proper place in his Gospel, 
inserts later a discourse similar to that of Mt.'s, but places at the 
beginning of it both the charge of casting out devils by the aid 
of Beelzeboul and the request for a sign, thus weaving Mt.'s two 
consecutive discourses into one. The discourse about the last 
things in Mt 24 contains several sayings which Lk. has in a 
different context but in similar language in eh. 17. 

We may now take into consideration the whole of the sayings 
common to the two Gospels. 

The following theories have been put forward to account for 
their agreement : 

(r) "Both Evangelists drew from a common written source.'' 
This is a natural way of explaining the fact that the two Gospels 
have so many sayings in common; and if they contained these 
sayings and no others, the conclusion that they drew from a 
common written source would be almost irresistible. But the 
fact that in both Gospels there are found many sayings not pre
served elsewhere, considerably weakens the argument. For the 
fact that they both record many similar or identical sayings may be 
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equally well explained by the probability that these were the best 
known and most widely current sayings of Christ in the early Church. 

Against this theory of a common written source ITiay be urged 
the following objections : 

(a) It is almost impossible to reconstruct any sort of written 
document out of the common material unless indeed it were a 
series of isolated and detached sayings, or short groups of sayings. 
If the two Evangelists had before them a common written source 
containing discourses and parables connected with incidents, how 
is it that they differ so widely in the general order in which they 
record these sayings, and very often in the context or occasion to 
which they assign them ? In following S. Mark the editor of the 
first Gospel rarely transfers sayings from one context to another. 

(b) If, however, it be supposed that the alleged source was a 
collection of detached sayings, the variation in language is still to 
be accounted for. However, it is true that in following S. Mark 
the editor of the first Gospel not infrequently alters the words of 
Christ's sayings. Cf. e.g.: 

Mt 84 TO 8wpov. Mk 1 44 'll'Ep'i. TOV Ka0apiup.ov <JOV, 
94 lv0vp.Et<T0E. 2 8 8ia>..oy{(E<T0E, 
96 KA{V'Y}V, 2 11 Kpa/3aTTOV, 
915 71'EV0Etv. 2 19 V'YJ<TTEVELV, 
916 Jm/30.AAEi. 2 21 E'll'ipa.'ll'Tn. 

I J32 EV Tot, KAa8oi, mhov. 432 {nro T~V <JKlCLV al>TOr. 
And it might be urged that he (and perhaps S. Luke also) has 
sometimes departed from the phraseology of the alleged source. 
But, taken as a whole, the variation in language in these sayings 
common to Mt. and Lk. suggest rather independent sources than 
revision of a common source, and in some cases the former 
alternative is necessary if W ellhausen 1 is right in explaining the 
variations which occur in them as due to translation from an 
Aramaic original. For his suggestion that the two Evangelists 
had access not only to a Greek translation of the supposed 
common written source, but also to the Aramaic original, is a 
clumsy theory. It is simpler to suppose that the two Evangelists 
drew from different Greek sources. 2 

(2) "Both Evangelists drew from oral tradition." There is a 
great deal to be said in favour of this, for it will be remembered that 
we are dealing with groups of sayings, parables, or discourses which 
would be easily retained in the memory. And amongst the Jews, 
as to-day amongst the Chinese, the current educational methods 

1 Ein!eitzmg, p. 36. 
2 I welcome a tendency in Germany to speak doubtfully ahout the material 

to be assigned to the alleged common source. Cf. Harnack : " ich zweifle 
nicht das Manches, was Matth. und Luk. gemeinsam ist und daher aus dieser 
Quelle stammen konnte, nicht auf sie zuriickgeht, sondern einen anderen 
Ursprung hat," Lttl.-as der Arzt, p. 108, Anm. I. 
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trained the memory to retain masses of teaching. When Josephus 
(c. Apion. ii. 19) says that "if anybody ask any one of our people 
about our laws, he will more readily tell them all than he will tell 
his own name," he may have generalised too far, but there is 
every i-,robability that Christian converts in the early Church knew 
by heart sayings and parables which had been taught to them as 
traditional sayings of the Master. 

However, there is little need to force the oral tradition theory 
to cover all the facts presented by the agreement between Mt. and 
Lk., because there is reason to think that both writers used written 
sources. 

(3) "The two Evangelists drew from independent written 
sources." It is quite unlikely that when these editors drew up their 
Gospels, S. Mark's writing was the only written source before them. 
So far as S. Luke is concerned, he distinctly implies that there were 
many evangelic writings. And, indeed, nothing is in itself more 
probable than that sayings, parables, and discourses of Christ 
should have been committed to writing at a very early period. 
Not, of course, necessarily for wide publication, but for private use, 
or for communication by letter, or for the use of Christian teachers 
and preachers. The assertions frequently made, that the Christian 
eschatological doctrine would have acted as a prejudice against 
writing down the words of Christ, and that the Jewish scruple 
about committing the oral law or the targums to writing would 
have transferred itself to the early Christian community and the 
teaching of their Master, are purely conjectural, and without founda
tion. We are dealing with a society in which, as the letters of the 
New Testament show, writing was well known and in common use. 1 

In every Christian community there would probably be found 
individuals who possessed in writing some of the words of Christ. 

(4) S. Luke was acquainted with the first Gospel. This is at 
present a view very much out of favour amongst critical writers, 
But there is much to be said for it. S. Luke may well have read 
the first Gospel and been influenced by its phraseology, and here 
and there by its arrangement of sayings. On the other hand, its 
Jewish-Christian colouring, its anti-Jewish polemic, its artificial 
grouping of Christ's sayings, may well have seemed to S. Luke to 
be features in it which it was undesirable to imitate. The popular 
supposition, that if he had been acquainted with it he could not 
have omitted from his Gospel anything that the editor of the first 
Gospel had recorded, is an entirely conjectural and unnecessary 
fiction. There is no reason to suppose that he intended, any 
more than the author of the Fourth Gospel, to record everything 
that tradition handed down of the sayings and acts of Christ. On 

1 In Oxyrkynchus Papy,-i, 1-4, there are about twenty-eight private letters of 
the first cent. ; in Fay,1m Towns about twenty. 
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the other hand, the fact that he had read the first Gospel amongst 
many other evangelic writings would sometimes explain agree
ments in language and arrangement between the two Gospels in 
matter common to them. It would also explain another feature. 
In matter parallel to S. Mark, where they are presumably copying 
the second Gospel, they often agree in omission or in alteration of 
a word or phrase against S. Mark. For this there are probably 
several co-operating causes. In part, they may independently agree 
in revising the second Gospel. Again, the copies of S. Mark 
which lay before them may have been recensions1 of the second 
Gospel differing from that which has come down to us, but 
agreeing in some of those points in which Mt. and Lk. agree 
against Mk. Further, the second Gospel may have undergone 
revision since its use by the first and third Evangelists, or the agree
ments of Mt. and Lk. against Mk. may in part be due to textual 
assimilation of one of these Gospels to the other. But, lastly, 
some of these agreements may be due to the fact that Lk. has 
read the first Gospel, and was influenced by its phraseology even 
where he had Mk. before him, and was reproducing it. 

If, now, we ask how far these hypotheses can be applied to the 
matter tabulated above, we shall find the theory of a single written 
source unsatisfactory. Variation in order, in setting, and in 
language all alike are evidence against the use of such a source. 
And what can be more uncritical than to heap together in one 
amorphous and conjectural document a number of sayings simply 
because they occur in two Gospels ? Is there any more reason 
for supposing that they come from one document than for assigning 
them to a number of sources? It is urged that, whereas other 
written sources are entirely conjectural, we do know of one 
source the writing of which 2 Papias speaks. But not only does an 
earlier writer than Papias speak of many who had undertaken to 
draw up evangelical records (Luke 1 1), but the reconstruction 
of the Aramaic document mentioned by Papias out of the material 
common to Mt. and Lk. is an impossible task. Let us assume 
that the two writers had before them the same translation. Why 
then do they present its contents in such different methods ? 
Why does Mt. mass together in the Sermon on the Mount sayings 
which Lk. distributes over chs. 11-16? Why does Mt. give us 
seven beatitudes, whilst Lk. has four blessings, counterbalanced by 
four woes? Why does Mt. place the Lord's Prayer in the Sermon, 
whilst Lk. records it in quite a different connection, and in a 
shorter form ? Or, allowing that in spite of this arbitrary treat
ment of their source, such a document can be reconstructed, why 
then do they so wilfully alter its phraseology? Upon what sort of 
principle did Mt. alter 1rpaKTopi into vrrrJpET'{I (Mt 525, Lk 1258), or 

1 Translations of the second Gospel is based on an Aramaic original. 
2 See p. Jxxviii. 
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.\E'1rr6v into KoSpavrrJv (Mt 526, Lk I 2 59), or o1Kripµ.ove~ into rl.\ew, 
(Mt 548, Lk 6 36), or K6paKa~ into 71"ETHVU, TOV o-f!pavov (Mt 626, 

Lk 1224), or 71"VEvµ.a aywv into tlya0a. (Mt 711, Lk II 13), and the 
like ; or for what reason did Lk. make the reverse changes ? What 
is needed to explain the variations in order, in context, and in 
language between these sayings as they appear in the two Gospels, 
is not a single source, but a multiplicity of sources. And if 
Wellhausen is right in saying, e.g., that Ka0a.purov, Mt 2326, and 
MT£ ;,,\eqµ.oo-vv'Y/v, Lk I 1 41, are derived from an Aramaic original, 
how is it possible that in this and similar cases Mt. and Lk. had 
before them a Greek document as the source of this. and all the 
other sayings which they record in common? 

Shall we say, then, that the two writers drew these common 
sayings from oral tradition? The counter argument, that they 
agree in phraseology to a very remarkable extent, is no good reason 
against oral tradition as a source. For there is every probability 
that sayings and discourses would be handed down in oral tradition 
with just that predominant uniformity of language, varied with 
occasional divergence, which the Gospels present to us. Nothing, 
e.g., is more likely than that there might be in different parts of the 
Christian Church traditional forms of the Sermon on the Mount 
the same in general outline but differing in length and varying 
very often in expression. If there were any good reason for 
denying the existence of a multiplicity of written sources, the con
ception of oral tradition as a source for these sayings would be less 
artificial and more agreeable to the.data than the hypothesis of a 
single written source. 

In view, however, of the facts that Mt. demonstrably used one 
written source, viz. the second Gospel, and that Lk. professes that 
he was acquainted with many, out of which he certainly used one, 
viz. S. Mark ; in view, further, of the great probability that 
collections of the Lord's words were committed to writing at a 
very early date, and of the fact that Papias speaks of one such 
collection as made by Matthew the Apostle, it would be arbitrary 
to assign all the sayings common to Mt. and Lk. to oral tradition. 
Wherever verbal agreement extends over several verses, it may 
reasonably be supposed either that Lk. had seen Mt., or that both 
writers had before them written sources containing, not, indeed, 
identical, but similar sayings. That amongst these written sources 
one or more may have been used by both Evangelists is, of course, 
possible, but can nowhere be proved with certainty so long as the 
possibility remains that the literary link consists in the dependence 
of Lk. upon Mt. 

B. If we turn now to the common narrative sections tabulated 
on p. xliii f., it may be at once admitted that there are two possible 
solutions. Either the verbal agreement is due to the fact that Lk. 

d 
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has been influenced by Mt., or both Evangelists drew from 
common sources. The agreement in language in the case of "the 
centurion's servant" and of " the two aspirants " is very close. 
And this is also the case in the narratives containing the Baptist's 
preaching and the Temptation. The incident of "the great 
commandment" is still more remarkable. Mt.'s account of it 
differs considerably from Mk 1228-34• Lk. has omitted Mk 1228 -34, 

but has placed earlier in his Gospel a narrative which has some 
points of agreement with Mt., where Mt. differs from Mk. In 
all these cases it is a plausible view that the two Evangelists 
were using common sources. Is it possible to combine these 
narratives with the discourses specified on p. xlv, and possibly 
with all the sayings common to the two Gospels, and to reconstruct 
a Gospel used by both writers ? Hardly, because the few narrative 
sections with which we are dealing, combined with six discourses 
and a large number of detached sayings or groups of sayings, seem 
insufficient material wherewith to construct a Gospel. And even if 
it were done, the question why did the two Evangelists dismember 
this document and change the form of the Lord's words, raises 
itself again as an insoluble problem. Nor, indeed, is there any real 
need for this heaping together into one document a few narratives 
and discourses and many sayings, because there is more probability 
that Lk., if not Mt., was acquainted with several non-Marean 
documents than there is that he knew of only one writing containing 
Gospel material. The Sermon on the Mount is really the crucial 
case. Both Evangelists had before them a Sermon, but not 
identically the same Sermon ; that is, they were borrowing from 
different sources. In the same way it may be supposed that their 
sources contained the other sayings, discourses, and narratives 
which are substantially common to them both, in forms varying 
from close agreement to very considerable variation. 

" I. 2. 
314-15 

413-16 

423-25 

51· 2.4 

55 
57 
58 
59 
510 

513a 

514 
516 

C. MATTER FOUND ONLY IN MATTHEW. 

An insertion in Mk.'s narrative. Editorial. 
Quotation. 
Description of Christ's ministry. Editorial. 
Sermon on the Mount. Vv.1• 2 editorial. 

" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 

Editorial. 

" " 
V.14a editorial. 

" " 



517 
519, 20 

5 21-24 

5t7, ~8 

531 

532 

533-37 

538, 39& 

541 

543 
61-7. B 

610b. 13b 

616-18 

634 

7a. 12b 

i5 
719, 20-22 

72sa 

31. 5a 

817 

913a 

926 

927-31 

932-34 

935. 36 

102a 

105b-8 

1016b 

1023 

1025b, 36 

1041 

Ill 

II14 

u20 

II28-80 

125-7 

1211. 12a 

1217·21 

I 2 22. 23 

1236. 37 
I 2 45 e.,d 

I J14, 15 

1318 

1324-30 

1335 

1336-43 
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Sermon on the Mount. 

" 
" 
" 

,, 

" 
" ,, ,, 

11'ap£KTO'i .\.6yov 11'opvda,. 
Sermon on the Mount. V. 83 editorial?. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,, 

" ,, 

" 
" 
" Quotation. 

" 
" 
" ,, 

" 
" ,, 

" ,, 
,, 

" 
" 

cf. Lk 646 r32u. 27, 

Editorial. 
Editorial. 

An insertion in Mk.'s narrative. 
Editorial. 
Healing of two blind men. Editorial. 

li 

Cf. Lk r 114• Healing of a deaf demoniac. Editorial. 
A description of Christ's ministry. Editorial. 
Editorial. 
Charge to the Twelve. 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" " ,, 

Editorial. 
Elias. Editorial. 
Editorial. 
Come unto Me. 
An insertion in Mk.'s narrative. 

" " 
but cf. Lk 145. 

Quotation. 
Cf. Lk u 14• Healing of a blind demoniac. 
Every idle word 

Quotation. Editorial. 
Editorial, cf. Lk 811• 

The Tares. 
Quotation. 
Explanation of the Tares. V.86a editorial. 

Editorial. 
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1344 
l 

3
45, 46 

1347-50 

l il• 52 

1353 

1428-31 

l 512. 13 

l 523-25 

l530-:ll 

l62b. 3 

l6llb. 12 

1617-19 

l622b 

176·7 

1713 

1720 

1724-27 

183, 4 

1810 

1814 

1816-20 

1823-35 

19la 

199 
1910-12 

1928 

201·16 

214•5 

2 110. 11 

21 14 

2115b.16 

21 19end 

2 128-32 

2143 

2144 

221•14 

2233-34 

2240 

2i·3 

235 

23
7b-10 

2315-22 

2324 

2328 

The Hid Treasure. 
The Precious Pearl. 
The Draw Net. 
Every scribe instructed. 
Editorial. 
S. Peter on the water. An insertion m Mk.'s 

narrative. 
An insertion in Mk.'s narrative. 

" " 
Editorial. 

Taking the place of Mk 73lff., Editorial. 
An insertion in Mk.'s narrative. Editorial (if genuine). 
Editorial. 
S. Peter and the keys. An insertion in Mk.'s 

narrative. 
Editorial. 

" 
" An insertion in Mk.'s narrative, cf. Lk 176• 

The Stater in the fish's mouth. 
As a little child. 
An insertion in Mk.'s narrative. 
One of these little ones. 
The Church. 
The two debtors. 
Editorial. 
( d) µ~ e1rt -rropvdq.. 
Eunuch. Vv.10-11 editorial. 
An insertion in Mk.'s narrative, cf. Lk 2228-so. 

The Labourers in the Vineyard. V.16 editorial. 
Quotation. 
And insertion in Mk.'s narrative. 

" " 
" " 1rapaXP~µa. Editorial; 

The Two Sons, cf. Lk 729-30. 

Editorial. 
Editorial if genuine, cf. Lk 2018• 

The Marriage Feast. 
Editorial. 

Editorial. 

Denunciation of Pharisees. V.1 editorial. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 



2332. 33 

2410-12 

2420 

24
3oa 

2 51·13 

2 514-30 . 

2531-46 

261 

2644 

2650 

THE SOURCES OF THE GOSPEL 

Denunciation of Pharisees. 
False prophets. 
JJ,'Y}0£ craf3/3a-r'l!-
Sign of the Son of Man. Editorial. 
The Ten Virgins. 
Cf. Lk 1911•28• 

The Sheep and the Goats. 
Editorial. 

" 
2652-54 An insertion in Mk.'s narrative. Editorial. 
273•10 Judas and the blood money. 
2 79• 10 Quotation. 
2 i19 Pilate's wife. 
27 24• 25 Pilate washes his hands. 
2 736 Editorial. 
2743 " 

27 51b-53 The resurrection of the dead Saints. 
2762-66 The sealing of the Tomb. 
281 eod 2•4 Editorial. 
2811·15 The bribing of the guard. 
2816-20 Christ's last words. 

This may be classified as follows : 

liii 

(a) Editorial 11-17 
3

14.15 
4

23-25 
5

1-2. 13a. 14a. 331 
7

2sa 31-5a 
9

26. 27-31! 

32-34. 35-36 I O2a II la. 12-14. 20 I 2 22-23 1314-15. 18. 36a. 53 I 
5

23-25. S0-31 I 62h-3. 

(if genuine) 11h-12. 22h q6-7.13 191a. 10-11, 2016' 21 14. 19 end 43. 44 (if genuine) 
2233. 34 231 2430a 261, 44. 52-54 2736. 43 281 0£wpijcrai TOV -racpov, 2-4. 

11·17 is a compilation of the editor, and 4 23·25 and 9 35• 36 <1) are 
from his hand. 314• 15 is inserted by him into a section from Mk., 
but may, of course, rest on tradition. 51• 2 are probably due to him. 
For 513a. 14a. 33 see the notes. 72Sa and the similar formulas 111» 

1353 191" and 261 are probably from his hand. 8 1 and perhaps 5a, 

see p. 7 3, are editorial connecting links. 926 and 31 are due to the 
editor, and 928·30- 32•34 may be his work. 102a is an editorial link. 
So is u 20 probably. u 12·14 is probably due to the editor, but 
13·14 embody traditional logia. 1222•23 may be the editor's work. 
1314•15 are from his hand, and so is 1318, and probably 36a. 1523•25 

may be his work, or may rest upon a non-Marean source. 1530·31 

are due to him. 162b-3 and 21 44 are from his hand if they are 
genuine. 1611h-12 are his work, and so is 1622h. 176·7 are due to 
revision of Mk. 1910 is probably editorial, and so less probably 
is v.11• 2016 is an editorial repetition of 1930• 21 14 is due to 
editorial revision of Mk. 21 15h•16 may be due to tradition. 21 19 

Kat ,(qpa.v0'Y/ 7rapaxpijJJ,a 'Y/ crvKij, is editorial, and so is v. 43• 2J1 is 
due to the editor. So probably are 2430a 2644· 52-54_ 2743 is in
serted by him, and 281 0nd to 4 are due to revision of Mk. 
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(b) Sayings inserted into a section borrowed from Mk. : 
J14-15 

9
1aa 125-7. 11-12a 1 512-13. 23-25 l62-3.17-19 1720 184, 10 

1910-12.28 2115b-16. 43 2 410-12, 30a 2652-54!, 

(c) Sayings peculiar to this Gospel in one of the great dis
courses formed by the editor on the basis of short discourses 
recorded by Mk., or in the Sermon on the Mount, or in chs. 11 

or 23. 

5
4. 5. 7, 8. 9. 10. 14, 16. 17. 19-20, 21-24, 27-28. 31. 33-37. 38-39a. 41. 43, 

61-7. 8. lOb, 13b. 16-18. 34. 

76, 12b. 15. 19. 20-22, 

I 0 5b-8. lOb. 16b. 23, 25b. 36. 41, 

I I 14. 28-30 • 

I 2 36-37. 

1324-30. 36-43. 44. 45-46. 47-50. 51-52, 

I 3s. 4. 10. 14. 16-20. 23-35. 

2 J1-3. 5, 7b-ll, 15-22, 24. 28, 32-33, 

2 51-13. 14-30. 31-46. 

(d) Other sayings: 
201-16 2128-32 221-14, 

(e) Incidents: 
118-25 2. 1 428-31 I 724-27 2110.11 2 652-54! 2 73-10. 19. 24-25, 51a-53. 

62-66 2 89-10. 11-15. 16-20, 

(/) Quotations from the Old Testament: 
123 215.18. 23 413-16 311 1217-21 1335 214, 5 279. 

It will be noticed that the great majority of the sayings tabu
lated under b and c have a common character. They are (a) 
parabolic, or (b) anti-Pharisaic, or (c) strongly Jewish-Christian, or 
(d) couched in Jewish phraseology. 

Thus (a) Parables: 
iJ24·30. 36-43. 44. 45-46. 47-50 1 323.35 201-rn 221-14 251-13.14-30, If we 

count 251·30 as one section, all these parables are introduced by 
similar formulas of a type which finds parallels in the Rabbinical 
literature. 1324 'Op.ouf:i0'f/, 31. 44. 45, 47 bµo{a i<rT{v, 1823 wp.ouf:i0'f/, 201 

bµo{a icn{v, 221 wp.ouf:i0'f/, 251 T6T€ wp.oLw0~auai. In all except the 
last the subject is ~ {3acnA(ia Twv olipavwv. 

(b) Anti-Pharisaic: 
520 "except your 'righteousness' surpass that of the 

scribes and Pharisees." 
61·8· 16·18 By the " hypocrites" of this section the Pharisees are 

no doubt intended. 
"mercy and not sacrifice," cf. v. 11• 

It was the Pharisees (12 24) who called the master of 
the house Beelzeboul. 

I 25-7 occur in an anti-Pharisaic context, cf. I 2 2• 
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also in an anti-Pharisaic context. 
the Pharisees are blind guides. 

lv 

1211-12a 

I 512-13 

2143 "the kingdom shall be taken from you." Cf. v. 45 

" the chief priests and the Pharisees." 
231-3. 5. 7b-11.1s-22. 24. 28. 32-33 are directly anti-Pharisaic. 

(c) Jewish-Christian: 

511. 19. 21-22. 27-28. 31. 33-37. sS-39a. 43. The Mosaic Jaw to be "ful

523-24 

532 

filled," not destroyed. 
T6 0v,naa-T~ptov. 
7rap£KT6, Myov 7ropvdac; represents Christ as reaffirm-

ing the Mosaic Jaw. 
"Thy will be done," a Jewish prayer. 
"swine"= the Gentiles?. 
Emphasis on the law and the prophets. 
"false prophets." 

•" prophesied." 
See note on 105• 

"a prophet." 
" every scribe." 
"I was not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel." 
"two witnesses " to conform to the Jaw. 
{El) µ,~ l7rt w-opvd'l- represents Christ as reaffirming 

the Mosaic law. 
1928 "judging the twelve tr_ibes of Israel." 
2420 f-L1JOE a-a{3{3aT<f· The Mosaic Jaw is to be observed.1 

(d) Coloured by Jewish phraseology: 
54 See note. 
55 = Ps 3611 (LXX). 
5 7. s. 9• See notes. 
5 lO .;, {3aa-LA£{a TWV ovpavwv. 
516 -r6v 7ra-rlpa Vµ,Wv -rOv Ev TO'ii oVpavo'it;, 
76 'TOt<; Kva-{-TWV xo{pwv. 

n 28-30 See notes. 
I 236-37 EV 1/f-L,P'l- KpLO"EW<;. 

1617-19 a-a.pt Kat aip.a-b 'TraT~P t, EV 'TOl<; ovpavo'ic;-m~AaL «'Ioou 

183, 4 

1810 

1814 

-T~<; {3aa-lA£{ac; TWY ovpavwv-O~<Tf]'i-AVU'[l<i, and 
the contrast £7rt 'T~<; y~,-lv 'TOL<; ovpavo'ir;. 

lv rfj {3aa-{A.n<f 'TWV ovpavwv. 
'TOV 7raTp6r; f-LOV TOV iv ovpavotr;. 
0l>..w1-a lp.7rpoa-0£V TOV 7raTp6r; f-LOV TOV EV ovpavo'ic;. 

1 The editor probably inserted p.rJOE <ra{J{Jdr'I' into Mk 1218 because he found 
a saying with this addition in the Logia. In the same way he has inserted (•l) 
P.1/ br, 1ropvelq., 199, into Mk 1a11, because a parallel saying which he has in
~crlcd in 530 was to be found in the Logia with a similar limitation. 
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1816-20 "Two witnesses," "binding and loosing," "earth and 
heaven," "My Father who is in heaven." 

1928 lv Ti/ 7raAL"f"f€V€a-{q. ,frav Ka0i<T'[J b vio!, TOV &:v8pw7rOV lr.l 
8p6vov o6frJ!, avTOV, 

To these may be added 811-12, which is Jewish-Christian (" with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob"), and anti-Pharisaic (" the sons of 
the kingdom") in character, and which seems to have been inserted 
by the editor into its present context. 

The following phrases are characteristic of these passages : 
( l) ;, {3aa-LA£{a TWV ovpavwv, 510. 19 (2). 20 311 107 l 324. 44. 45. 47. 52 1619 

183-4.23 1 9 12 201 222 251. We might on that account add to our 
list 53, which differs in language from Lk 620 ; 721, which differs from 
Lk 646; u12, which differs from Lk 1616 ; and 2313, which differs from 
Lk u 52, The phrase occurs in these passages 23 times, and else
where in the Gospel 9 times, viz. 32 417 n 11 1311• 31• 33 18

1 

1 9 14. 23. In 32 417 1311. 31? 181 1914· 23 the editor has inserted the 
phrase into Marean passages. The two remaining verses, 1111 and 
1333, might, with some probability, be added to our list. 

( 2) 7raT~P b lv ( TOt!,) ovpavo,s : 
516 61 1617 1810· 14. 19, 

We might on this account add to our list 545 (which differs from 
Lk 6 35) 69 711. 21 1032• 33• The phrase only occurs besides in 1250, 

where it is substituted for Mk.'s Tov (hov. 
(3) 7raT~P b ovpd.VLO!,: 

l 513 1835 239. 

We might on this account add to the list 548 (which differs from 
Lk 636) 614- 26· 32. The phrase occurs nowhere else. 

(4) r.aT~P ;,µwv, {µwv, a-ov, avTWV: 
516 61. 4. 6(2). 8.18(2) 1343 239. 

We might on this account add 5 45• 48 6 9• 14• 15· 26• 32 i1 and 1029, 

which differs from Lk 1 2 6• 

It is not unreasonable to suppose that these verses, character
ised as they are for the most part by special features, and dis
tinguished by the use of two or three striking Jewish phrases, 
came as a whole, or in large part, from a single source.I And 
here, if anywhere, the information of Papias can assist us. He 
speaks of a compilation put together in Hebrew or Aramaic by 
Matthew containing Ta >i.6yia. On the other hand, we find in our 
Gospel a number of sayings of marked Palestinian characteristics 
and phraseology. If the editor of the Gospel borrowed these 
from the Matthrean document, whether it lay before him in its 
original form or in a Greek translation, we have at once an 
explanation of the reason why the name Matthew attached itself 

1 Cf. E. De Witt Burton, Principles of Literary Criticism and the Synoptic 
Problem, p. 41. I have been much indebted to this book. 
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to the fmt Gospel, of which these sayings form a substantial 
proportion. Of course, if there be sufficient reason for supposing 
that the editor used this Matthrean source, it will then be probable 
that he borrowed from it some of the sayings which he has in 
common with Lk., but in a different form and context. Whilst he 
drew them from a Greek translation of the Logia, Lk. will have 
drawn them from other sources into which they bad passed from 
the Matthrean · collection. The following would be not out of 
harmony with the tenor of many of the Logian sayings: 

518 "not a jot or tittle to pass from the law." Cf. Lk 1617• 

532 Cf. Lk 1618, who has not the limitation 1rap£KT0, .\&yov 
· 1ropv£la,. 

69·13 the Lord's Prayer. The prayer as found in a different 
context in Lk u 1-4, bas lost some of its Jewish 
colouring. 

1316-17 1rpocf,~rni Kat UKawi is Jewish. The verses occur 
in a different context in Lk 1023-24 with (3aui.\£1s for 
olKawi. 

234- 23. 25-26. 21. 29-31. 34-36• All anti-Pharisaic. Cf. Lk u 39-52 in 
a different context. 

512 Anti-Pharisaic: "they persecuted the prophets." Cf. 2i2-33• 

I venture, therefore, to assign the following to the Matthrean 
Logia: 

* 53-12. 

* 513-16 Probably not in Sermon. 
* 517-20. 

* 521-24. 

525-26 Probably not in Sermon. 
* 527-28. 

529-30 Probably not in Sermon. 
* 531-32. 

* 533-37. 

* 538-42. 

* 543-48. 

* 61-4_ 

* 65-6. 
* 67-15 Perhaps not in Sermon. 
* 616-18_ 

619-33 Probably not in Sermon. 
71·5_ 

* 76 Probably not in Sermon. 
77-11 Probably not in Sermon. 
712. 

713-14 Probably not in Sermon. 
* 715-23. 

724-27, 
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* 
* 

311.12. 

913a, 

937-38, 

* 1O5h-8, 

* 1023, 

* 1024-25 Not in this connection. 
1026-33 Not in this connection. 
1034-41 Not in this connection. 

* 
1 12·30 Not necessarily in this order. 
125-7, 

* l 2 11-12, 

1225-45 Not necessarily in this order. 
l 316-17, 

* 1324-30, 

1333f 

* 1331-43. 

* 1344. 
* 1345-46, 

* 1347-50, 

* l 
3

51-52, 

* 1512•14. 

1524, 

* 1 617-19, 

* 1720, 

* r83-4, 

* rSlO. 
l 812-13, 

* r814• 

* 1 31u-20. 

I 821-22, 

* I 823-35, 

* 1910-12, 

* 1928. 

* 201-16, 

21 16• 

* 2128-32, 

* 2143. 
-;:- 221-14. 

2 2 35-40 

* 23 Not necessarily in this order. 
* 2410-12. 

2423-27. 

243oa. 

2437-41, 

2443-51, 

* z 51·13. 
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* 2 514-30. 
2 531-46 f 

* 2652-541 

lix 

Of course, much that is here assigned to the Logia may have 
come from other sources. The passages marked with an asterisk 
are in the main peculiar to Mt., and have the Palestinian character
istics referred to above. These may be assigned to the Logia with 
much probabilitt The remaining passages are for the most part 
found also in Lk. But his variations in setting and language 
make it probable that he drew them from other sources than the 
Logia. And, to some extent, he may have been influenced by 
reminiscence of the first Gospel. 

We must, therefore, think of the Matthrean Logia as a collection 
of Christ's sayings containing isolated sayings, sayings grouped into 
discourses, and parables. If there was any particular arrangement 
or order observed, it is, of course, not possible now to rediscover 
it. One of the longer discourses was probably the Sermon on the 
Mount ; but as this now stands in the first Gospel, it has been 
enlarged by the editor, who has inserted into it sayings from other 
parts of the Logia. There were also in all probability a group of 
eschatological sayings, and groups of parables. The original 
language was either Hebrew or Aramaic. Papias calls it 'Ef3pat3i 
3ia>..iKT<f!; Irenreus, rfi i3li alirwv (ol 'Ef3pafoi) 3iaAIKT<f!; Eusebius, 
Trarp{<f! yXwrrv; and Origen speaks of the Gospel as ypaµ,µ,aaw 
'Ef3pa'iKot<, uvv-r£rayµ,lvov. On historical as well as philological 
grounds it is probable that the language was rather Aramaic than 
Hebrew. When the editor of the first Gospel used it, it had 
already been translated into Greek. The fact that he was using 
a Greek rendering of S. Mark's (probably originally Aramaic) 
Gospel does not, of course, preclude the possibility that he may · 
have had the Aramaic Logia before him, but suggests that this was 
not the case. A stronger argument is the fact that some of the 
many sayings which Mt. and Lk. have in common agree very 
closely in language. This is not best accounted for by the theory 
that both Mt. and Lk. used a common Greek translation of the 
Logia, nor by the view that Lk. is dependent on Mt. Rather, the 
editor of the first Gospel used a Greek translation of the Logia. 
Then other translations were made, and from these excerpts and 
groups of sayings passed into the "many" evangelic writings with 
which Lk. was ·acquainted. This accounts for the fact that Lk. 
had before him, or was acquainted with, sources containing sayings 
and groups of sayings which are often nearly identical with sayings 
contained in the first Gospel, and yet frequently differ from them. 
The Logian sayings must have passed through several stages of 
transmission before they reached Lk., whilst Mt. drew from a 
translation of the original collection. Wellhausen has rightly seen 
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that some features in sayings common to Mt. and Lk. cannot be 
explained without reference to an Aramaic original (Einleitung, 
p. 36). Since, however, he clings to the theory that the verbal 
agreement in many of these sayings forces us to suppose that 
they used a common Greek source, he is obliged to hazard the 
complicated and unnecessary conjecture that the two Evangelists 
sometimes altered their Greek original and sometimes substituted 
for it a new translation from the original Aramaic (p. 68). But, as 
I have already shown, the great amount of disagreement in sub
stance, in setting, in order, and in language between Mt. and Lk. in 
these sayings is only explicable if they were not directly using a 
common source. Mt. drew directly from a Greek translation of 
the Logia. Other translations were also made, and from these the 
Logian sayings passed in a form substantially agreeing, whilst 
often slightly differing in language, into the evangelic writings of 
the Church. 

Hence, when Lk. wrote his Gospel, he found these sayings 
dispersed in many quarters. Some of them, e.g. the Beatitudes 
and the Lord's Prayer, had passed through many stages since they 
were first extracted from the Logia. Others had suffered but little 
change. If at times the agreement in language between Mt. and 
Lk. seems remarkably close, it must be borne in mind that Lk. 
may well have read the first Gospel, and have been sometimes 
influenced by it. 

The narrative sections tabulated above under (e) call for special 
consideration, since it is unlikely that they came from the same 
source as the sayings just discussed. The narratives contained in 
1 18-25 2 1-12. 13-23 14 28-31 1 724-27 2 110-u 2 7s-10. 19. 24-25. 5la-53. 62-66 2 811-15 all 
look very much like Palestinian traditions. J udgment upon their 
date and value must be almost wholly subjective, but to the present 
writer they seem to be early in date, or, to say the least, there seem to 
be no cogent reasons for placing them late. For 1724·27 as written 
before the fall of Jerusalem, see Wellhausen, in loc. Whether 
they came to the editor in written form, or whether he had himself 
collected them in Palestine, it is impossible to conjecture. Some 
little evidence might be adduced to show that 1 18-417 came from 
a special source which in 31-417 overlapped with Mk 11•15• E.g.: 

(a) The editor of the Gospel shows a distinct tendency to remove 
historic presents from a source before him (p. xx). In Mk. there 
are I 5 r such tenses. Of these, 7 2 are cases of >..iyn or >..iyova-iv. 
Of the remaining 79 the editor of the first Gospel omits or alters 
69, retaining only 10. Yet in J1-417 there are 7 such tenses,1 
viz. 31• 13· 15 45• 8 <2>- II_ This would be explicable if the editor 
were following a source of which the use of the historic present 
was a marked feature. 

1 Cf. ,Pa.lv~ra.,, 2 13 (but B has itf,&.v-Y/) and 2 18. 
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(b) There are some words and phrases which occur only or 
chiefly in this part of the Gospel ; e.g. : 

>..a.0pa, 119 2 7• 

'IEporroAvµ,a, fem. sing., 2 3 35 '. 

Trapay{yvfirr0ai, 2 1 31, 13. 

Trvv0av€rr0ai, 24. 

Kar' ovap, 1 20 2 12. 13· 19• 22• Besides only 2]19• 

TrapaAaµ,{3av€LV, 8 times. Besides from Mk 171 2017 2687• 

Elsewhere, 1245 1816 2440,41 2721. 

avaxwp€tV, 5 times. Elsewhere, 924 1215 1413 1521 175• 

KaroiKfi'iv, twice. Elsewhere, 1225 2321, 

The construction avaxwp'YJrTO.VTWV OE dJTWV loov, 120 21· 13. 19, 

Elsewhere, 932 2811• 

But this evidence is insufficient to prove the existence of a 
special written source for this part of the Gospel; and the fact 
that the Old Testament quotations in 118-2 and in 279• 10 have 
probably been introduced by the editor into originally independent 
narratives, rather suggests that all the narratives above mentioned 
came to the editor as independent traditions, and not from a 
document into which they had been collected. 2652-54 and 314-15 

may belong to the same cycle of traditions. 2616-20 is probably 
based on the lost ending of Mk. I have thought it advisable not 
to confuse these narratives peculiar to Mt. with the few narrative 
sections (see p. xliii) common to Mt. and Lk. The former are 
marked in the commentary by P (=Palestinian), the latter by 
X ( = unknown source). · 

The quotations in 1 22-23 2 5. 6. rn. 11-1s. 23 
4

14-16 817 1211-21 1335 21 4-5 

27 9 present peculiar difficulties. 
(1) Five of them, viz. 4 14-16 8 17 1217-21 1385 214•5, seem to have 

been inserted into or appended to a section of Mk. by the 
editor. 

(2) Six of them, viz. 1 23 2 6• 15• 17-18· 23 27 9, might seem to be an 
integral part of the narrative in which they stand. 

(3) One of them, 2 23, cannot be verified. 
(4) All of them are introduced by a striking formula: 

1 22 TOVTO OE oAov ylyovfiV lva 71'A'YJpw0fi 'TO P'YJ0Ev V1TO 'TOV Kvpfov 
out TOV Trpocp~rov AtyoVTO<;. 

2 6 oin-wc; yap yfypa1T'TaL oia. 'TOV TrpO<p~TOV. 
2 15 Z'va '11'A'YJpw0fi, K.'T,A. 
217 TOT€ £TrAYJp6'0'YJ 'TO p'YJ0Ev oia. 'l€p€p,lov 'TOV Trpocp~ov 

AtyOVTO<;. 
223 OTrW<; TrA'Y}pw0v 'TO pYJ0Ev oia. 'TWV TrpO<p'YJTWV. 
414 lva TrA'YJpw0fi 'TO pYJ0Ev oia. 'Hrratov 'TOV Trpocp~TOV >..iyovTo<;. 
817 oTrw<; TrAYJpw0fi To p'Y}0ev oia. 'Hrratov rov Trpocp~rov Atyovro<;, 

1217 The same. 
1335 The same, with the omission of'Hrratov. 
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21 4 TOVTO 8e ylyov£v iva 1rA.YJpw0fj TO pv0ev &a TOV 1rpocpfrov 
>..lyoVTos. 

2 79 T6T£ £7rA.YJ(16'0YJ TO pYJ0Ev 8ia 'frpqdov TOV 1rpocp~TOV >..lyovTO',. 
(5) 123 agrees in the main with the LXX; 26 seems to be an 

independent rendering of the Hebrew; 215 is also a rendering of 
the Hebrew; 218 is apparently quoted from the LXX, with 
reminiscence of the Hebrew in Tu T£Kva alm]s; 223 cannot be 
traced; 415•16 is from a Greek Vs, but not from the LXX (see 
note, in loc.); 817 is an independent translation from the Hebrew; 
1217·21 is from the Hebrew, with reminiscence of the LXX in the 
last clause, or more probably from a current Greek version, which 
is already implied in Mk 111 ; 1335 seems to be an independent 
translation from the Hebrew, with reminiscence of the LXX in the 
first clause; 21 5 agrees partly with the Hebrew, partly with the 
LXX; 279 appears to be a free translation, with reminiscence of 
the LXX. Further, 26 seems to come in the main from Mic 51•4, 

with assimilation of the last clause to 2 S 52 ; 1218 from Is 421·4, 
with assimilation of the last clause to Hab 14 (Heb.); Mt 21 5 is a 
conflation of Is 6211 and Zee 99 ; 279·10 comes from Zee II13, but 
has probably been influenced by Jer 326•9• 

With these quotations might be compared 1110, which occurs 
also in Mk 12, and which therefore seems to have been current in 
Christian circles in a form slightly differing from the LXX. Here, 
too, there seems to have been a slight assimilation to Ex 2i0, 

It will be seen that there is a good deal of agreement with 
the Hebrew against the LXX. This makes it very unlikely that 
these quotations are due to the editor. For (a) in the quotations 
borrowed by him from Mk. the editor shows a tendency to 
assimilate the language more closely to the LXX. The single 
exception of change in favour of the Hebrew is Mk 1230 =Mt 22s1. 
For such assimilation, see Mt 1315 Kat lcf.uoµ,a, aln-ovs for Mk.'s 
Kat acf,e0fj d1TOLS; Mt 158 t, >..aos O~TOS for Mk.'s O~TOS t, >..a6s; Mt 
195 adds Kat (1rpou)KoAAYJ0~ueTat Tfj yvvaiK{ aln-ov; Mt 2282 adds 
elµ,[; Mt 2681 adds Tl]S 1ro[p.vvs, So LXX A. Mt 2 746 iva T{ for . , 
£LS TL, 

(b) In nine quotations not borrowed from Mk., viz. 44• 7. 10 

521. 27,38,4& 918 =127 2116, there is a general agreement with the 
LXX, except in Kat oli, 913 = 127, which agrees with Heb. and 
LXX A Q against LXX B. 

It seems, therefore, probable that the eleven quotations intro
duced by a formula, and also 1110, were already current when the 
editor compiled his work in a Greek form. They may come from 
a collection of Old Testament passages regarded as prophecies of 
events in the life of the Messiah. In this connection 2 23 is very 
important, because it must have originated in Jewish Christian, i.e. 
probably in Palestinian, circles. 
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THE PLAN AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GOSPEL. 

In making the second Gospel the framework of his own, the 
editor has adopted the general outline and plan of that Gospel, 
which is as follows: 

A. Mk 11•18 Introductory. The Messiah had been heralded 
by the Baptist, had been declared to be the Son of God at His 
baptism, and had been prepared for His ministry by temptation. 

B. 115-728 Ministry in Galilee. 
C. 724-9 Ministry in the surrounding districts. , 
This period is marked by the confession of S. Peter, and by 

teaching as to Christ's death and resurrection. 
D. 101·52 The Journey through Perrea to Jerusalem. 
E. n-168 The last days of the Messiah's life. 
To this general framework the editor prefixes two chapters 

dealing with the genealogy, birth, and three incidents of the 
Messiah's childhood.I 

[A. 1. 2 Birth and Infancy of the Messiah.] 
He then inserts Mk.'s introductory section with considerable 

expansions. 
B. 3 1-411 Preparation for His ministry, [31-10.12.14-15 4 8·11]. 

Passing to Mk.'s section B, the editor makes considerable 
alterations in the order of Mk 1 15-618• For a detailed examination 
of these alterations, see pp. xiii-xvii. 

The result is as follows : 
C. 412_1520 Ministry in Galilee: 

( 1) Public appearance as a teacher, 412-11 [1S-16]. 

( 2) First disciples, 418-22. 

(3) Illustrations of His teaching and work : . 
(a) Preliminary, [ 423·25l. 
(b) His teaching, 51-729 [51-721 • 
(c) His work, 81_984 [85-18. 19-22 9 21-81. 32-34 • 

(4) Extension of His mission in the work of the Twelve, 
985_nl [985b-38 105b-8. l0b. 15-16. 23-nl]. 

[(5) Survey of His ministry, n2·80]. 

{ 6) Illustrations of His controversies with the Pharisees, 
I 21-45 (5·7. 17-21. 22-23. 27-28. 30. 32-45]. 

(7) His relations seek Him, 1246-50. 

(8) Illustrations of His teaching in parables, 13 (16-11 
24-80. 88. 35-52]. 

From this point the editor is entirely guided by the order of 
sections as they stand in Mk. [ 1428"31 and 1512-14 are not found 
in Mk.J. 

(9) Various incidents, 1368-1520. 
1 Passages enclosed in square brackets are interpolations into Mk. 's narrative. 
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In the next sections he follows the order of incidents in Mk.'s 
section C. Thus: 

D. 1521-1835 Ministry in the neighbourhood of Galilee, 
[ 1523-24 162-3. 17-19 1724b-27 1 33-4. 7, 10-35], 

E. 191-2034 Journey to Jerusalem, [1911-12.28 201·15]. 

F. The last days of the Messiah's life, 2128 [ 214-5.10-n. 14-IC 

2228-32. 43-45 221-14 23 (very greatly enlarged from Mk 
1337h-40) 2426-28 25. 2625. 52-54 273-10. 19. 24-25. 43. 52-53. 62-66 

289-10. 11-22]-

The life of Christ as thus presented in the Gospel is framed in 
an Old Testament setting. 

He was the Jewish Messiah descended from Abraham, the 
father of the Jewish nation (11, cf. 39), and within narrower limits 
from David (11. 20 1223 219· 15 2242). In particular, he was the 
Messianic King (22 21 5 2711- 29• 37- 42), the Messianic Son of God 
(317 46 u 27 1433 1616 175 2754), and the Messianic Son of Man. 
See pp. lxxi ff. 

Many of the incidents of His life had been foretold by the 
prophets. His birth (1 22•23) by Isaiah, at Bethlehem (26) by Micah, 
Herod's massacre of the children (2 17·18) by Jeremiah, Christ's 
return from Egypt (215) by Hosea, the settlement of His parents 
at Nazaia by the prophets, the coming of His herald (33) by 
Isaiah, His own mission in Galilee (414•16) by Isaiah, His work 
of mercy in healing the sick (817) by Isaiah, His avoidance of 
publicity (1217•21) by Isaiah, His preaching in parables (1335) by 
the Psalmist, and the inability of the people to understand them 
(1J14•15) by Isaiah; His entry as king into Jerusalem (214·5) by 
Zechariah, and the use to which the price of His life was put 
(279•10) by "Jeremiah." His betrayal (2624- 54- 56), His desertion 
(2631), and many of the incidents of His death and burial had 
been foretold in Scripture (2734• 35- 39• 43• 57). And of His three 
days' sojourn in the tomb Jonah was a type, 1240• 

Three features of the Gospel are prominent as characteristic of 
the editor's method: 

(a) the grouping of material in 423-13 into sections illustrative 
of different aspects of Christ's ministry. 

(b) the massing of sayings into long discourses. 
(1) the Sermon on the Mount (5-727), which seems to 

be an expansion of a shorter Sermon found in the 
Logia. 

( 2) the charge to the Twelve ( IO ). 
(3) the chapter of parables (13). 

(4) the discourse about greatness and forgiveness (18). 
(5) the discourse about the last things (24-25). 

These aie all ended by a special formula. 
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We might add : 
(6) the discourse about the Baptist (u). 
(7) the denunciation of the Pharisees (23). 

(8) the parables of warning, 21 28-2214. 

(c) the arrangement of incidents or sayings into numerical 
groups. 

e.g. three, five, and seven : 
three divisions in the genealogy, 
three incidents of childhood, 
three incidents prior to His ministry, 
three temptations, 
three illustrations of righteousness, 
three prohibitions, 
three commands, 
three miracles of healing, 
three miracles of power, 
three miracles of restoration, 
threefold "fear not," 
threefold answer to question about 

2. 

31-411. 
41-11. 
61-18 •. 

619_76. 

77-20. 

81-15. 

823_98. 

918-34_ 

1026. 28. 31_ 

fasting, 914-11. 

three complaints of the Pharisees, 9 1-11. 

three o-t!K t<rriv 1wv ,Uio,, 1037-38. 

three parables of sowing, 131-32. 

three sayings about "little ones," 186· 10. u. 
three prophetical parables, 2128-2214. 

three questions, 2215-40. 

three parables of warning, 2443-2530. 

three prayers at Gethsemane, 2639-44. 

three denials of S. Peter, 2669-75. 

three questions of Pilate, 2711. 21. 22. 2s. 

three incidents which vexed the Pharisees, 1 21-24• 

three petitions in the Lord's Prayer, 611-13• 

three aspirations in the Lord's Prayer, 610• 

five great discourses, 5-7 27 10. 13. 18. 24-25, 

ended with a formula. 
five illustrations of the fulfilment of the law, 521-48• 

seven woes, 2 3. 
Cf. also 1245 seven demons, 1821-22 forgiveness seven times, 

22 25 seven brethren, 1534 seven loaves, 37 seven baskets. 
Many commentators reckon seven beatitudes in the Sermon 

on the Mount, and seven petitions in the Lord's Prayer, and Sir 
John Hawkins 1 reckons ten miracles in 81-934• 

For two, cf. the two demoniacs, 828 ; two blind men, 2030 ; two 
fal!e witnesses, 2 660 ; two blind men, 927• 

1 Hor. Syn. p. 134. 

e 
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THE THEOLOGY OF THE GOSPEL. 

A. CHRISTOLOGY. 

Jesus was the Messiah of the Old Testament (11), and was 
therefore descended from David and from Abraham (1 1). His 
ancestral line rose to monarchical power in the person of David 
(16), lost their royal dignity at the time of the Captivity ( 111 ), but 
recovered it in the person of Jesus, the anointed Messiah ( 1 16). 

Jesus was therefore born as King of the Jews ( 2 2), entered 
Jerusalem as its king (21 4-5), and died as a claimant to royal 
power (2711• 29-87- 42). He was born of a virgin, as the Prophet 
Isaiah had foretold (122), by conception of the Holy Spirit (1 20), 

so that He could be called God-with-us ( 1 23), or Son of God 
( 2 15 311 4s.6 320 14ss q5 2 6as 2740,43.54). At His baptism the 
Spirit of God came down upon Him; and here, as at the Trans
figuration, He was proclaimed by God to be His Son, the Beloved, 
divinely elected (s17 175). He therefore spoke of Himself as 
"Son," and of God as" Father" in a unique sense 1 (11 27 2436). 2 As 
Messiah, He fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament. His 
supernatural birth ( 1 22), several incidents of His early years 
( 2 6· 15. 17. 23), His public ministry in Galilee ( 414), His ministry of 
healing (817), His avoidance of publicity (1217), the misunderstand
ing of His hearers (1314), His use of parables (1335), the manner of 
His entry into Jerusalem (21 4), His betrayal (2624), His desertion 
(2631), His arrest (2654· 56), and the use to which the money given 
for His betrayal was put ( 2 79), had all been foretold in the Old 
Testament. As Son of God, He cast out demons by the Spirit of 
God ( 1228). He preached the near advent of the kingdom of 
heaven (see below). He performed miracles, chiefly of healing, 
but He also cast out demons, raised dead persons to life, walked 
on the water on one occasion, and twice fed multitudes with a few 
loaves and fishes. He foretold His death and resurrection, and 
promised that He would come again in the near future (see below) 
to inaugurate the kingdom. He spoke of Himself as the "Son of 
Man." As such He had angels at His command (1341 2431), and 

1 The distinction is also implied in the fact that Christ is refresented as 
speaking of "My Father," but not of" our Father," except in 6, where the 
phrase is put into the mouths of the disciples. Schmidt ( The Prophet ,if 
Nazareth, p. 154) argues that "Jesus said neither 'My Father' nor 'your 
Father,' but 'the Father who is in heaven."' But whilst it is true that Christ 
may have used Abba (=the Father) in the sense of" My Father," cf. Mk 1436 

and Dalm. Words, 192, the evidence of the first Gospel, that He spoke of 
"your Father" and " their Father," must not be set aside, since it is supported 
by the usage of the Jewish literature. Cf. the instances cited on p. 44. 
Consequently the absence from the Gospel of "our Father," except in 69, is 
very significant ; cf. Dalm, Words, 190. 

2 But see note on 2436• 
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would come again in glory with angels (1627 2430), and sit on the 
throne of His glory (1928 25 31). 

Thus three aspects of the Messiah's work are represented in 
the Gospel : ( 1) The work of healing and preaching, which formed 
a sort of preparation for the coming kingdom ; ( 2) the reappear
ance at the end of the age, when He would come again to 
inaugurate. the kingdom ; (3) His death. This was, from one 
point of view, a necessary stage in the development of the divine 
purpose. If the Son of Mari was to appear on the clouds of 
heaven in His kingdom, He must first return to the Father in 
heaven to be invested with the divine glory. Thus.the Son of 
Man "must" suffer (1621). This was a part of the divine scheme 
(1623). It had been foretold in prophecy (2624• 54). 

But it was something more than a necessary link in a divinely 
foreseen chain of events. It had in itself a redemptive aspect. 
His blood was " shed for many," that their sins might be forgiven 
(2628). This bloodshedding signified the ratification of a covenant 
between God and man (2628). The idea presumably is that the 
death could be regarded as a sacrifice which once and for all 
propitiated God, brought men into a right relation to God, in 
virtue of which men could approach Him and be received by Him 
without further sacrifices. Hence it can be said that He came for 
this very purpose to "give His life a ransom for many" (2028 from 
Mk 1045). 

B. THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS. 

This phrase occurs in the Gospel 32 times, viz. 3 2 4 17 5 3• 
10. 19 (2), 20 721 gn I o7 II 11. 12 I 311. 24. SI. 44. 45. 47, 52 I 619 I g1. 3. 4. 23 

1912- 14• 23- 24 (Z 133 124 157 S1 S2 abce, but~ Bal TOV Owv) 201 

222 2J14 251• We find also 7/ {3aCTLA({a TOV Owv in 12 28 1924 

(~ B al) 21 31• 43 and 6 33 (E al latt S2, but ~ B g1 k omit TOV 0£ov). 
This phrase occurs in Mk. 14 times; Mt. 5 times substitutes 
.;, {3aCTLAda Twv ovpavwv, and 8 times omits or paraphrases. In the 
remaining case, Mk 1025 = Mt 1924, both readings are found in 
Mt.; but, in spite of the fact that Twv ovpavwv is not so well attested 
as Tov Owv, there is a strong presumption against the latter, from 
the fact that in the 13 other cases the editor omits, paraphrases, 
or substitutes Twv ovpavwv for Tov 0£ov. In any case, it is clear 
that in 1228 21 31 and 43 there must be special reasons for the 
occurrence of .;, {3aCTiAda Tov Owv. In 1228, which finds a parallel 
in Lk u 20, the phrase probably occurred in the source used by 
the Evangelist. He would, no doubt, have substituted Twv ovpavwv 
if the context had admitted it. But, as will be shown below, he 
everywhere uses .;, {3a<nA£{a Twv ovpavwv of the kingdom which 
Christ announced as at hand, to be inaugurated when the Son of 
Man came on the clouds of heaven. In 1228 the editor found in 
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his source the words, "But if I by the spirit of God cast out devils, 
then the kingdom of God came upon you." Whatever "the 
kingdom of God" means here, it clearly has not quite the same 
significance as "the kingdom of the heavens " in such passages as 
811 I 345• The editor therefore retains "Tov (hov to mark the contrast 
between " the kingdom of God " as used here, and " the kingdom 
of the heavens" as used elsewhere in the Gospel. In 21 81 

.;, f3a,n>..e{a Tov Oeov is again probably due to the source used. And 
here we might have expected the editor to substitute Twv o-ripavwv 
with a future verb. "Will go before you into the kingdom of the 
heavens " would have given a very good sense. But he is faithful 
to his source, which had a present tense, "go before you into the 
kingdom of God." It was clear to him that, whatever the phrase 
meant, the kingdom here was not quite the same as " the kingdom 
of the heavens" as used by him elsewhere in the Gospel, and he 
recorded his sense of the difference of meaning by retaining Tov 
Oeov. fo 21 43, on the other hand,.;, f3a,:n>..da 'TOV Oeov is probably 
editorial (see the notes). Why, then, does not the editor use Twv 
o-ripavwv ? Because he wished to explain the taking away of the 
vineyard, and the giving it to others (41). And there was no 
phrase which would so well correspond to the vineyard as "the 
kingdom of God." "The kingdom " alone would have been too 
suggestive of merely earthly political power. "The kingdom of 
the heavens," as elsewhere used in the Gospel, had never been, 
like the vineyard, entrusted to the Jewish nation. But " the 
kingdom of God" might well be used to sum up that whole 
revelation of God to the Jewish people which was to be transferred 
to others. 

We find, further, the simple .;, {3aui>..£la in 423 812 935 1i9, 
and the following: "His kingdom," 6 33 1341 1628 ; "Thy kingdom," 
610 2021 ; "the kingdom of their Father," 1343 ; "the kingdom of 
My Father," 2629• For the idea of "the kingdom of heaven" in 
Jewish literature, see Dalman, Words, pp. 91 ff.; Bousset, Re!. 
Jud. 199 ff. Dalman has shown that in Jewish writings "ni:bo," 
when applied to God, means always the "kingly rule," never 
the "kingdom." In other words, it should be translated by 
"sovereignty" rather than "kingdom." The "kingly rule" of 
God was His divine sovereignty, which governed all things in 
heaven and in earth; cf. Ps 10319 "His 'sovereignty' ruleth over 
all," Dn 434 "His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His 
sovereignty from generation to generation," Enoch 842 "Thy 
power, and kingship, and greatness abide for ever and ever." 
Hence men, in devoting themselves to the service of God, can be 
said to choose or accept His sovereignty, cf. Jubilees 1219 "Thee 
and Thy dominion have I chosen"; Mechilta (Ugol.) 384: 
" They joyfully agreed to receive ' the sovereignty ' " ; and the 
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service thus accepted is called a" yoke"; cf. Siphri (Ugol.) 916: 
"Take upon you the yoke of the sovereignty of heaven." 

But the conception of God's sovereignty is an ideal one, and 
there is much in life which seems inconsistent with it. The future 
would see a universal recognition of it. Hence the idea easily 
becomes an eschatological one, and blends with the conception 
of the coming Messiah as king. Cf. Dn 714, Sib. Or J45•46 T6TE 

817 f3ao-J...da JJ.E'fLCT'T'YJ a0avaTOV /3aCTLA~os t1r' av0p617rOLCTL cpavE'iTaL, 
767 Kal T6TE 817 ltEyEpli /3auJ...~iov Els alwvas 'Tr<lV'TUS l.1r' av0pc!J1rovs; 
Assumption of Moses 101 "Then will His kingdom appear through
out all His creation"; Mechilta (Friedmann) 56" "Then shall God 
alone be absolute in all the world, and His sovereignty shall 
endure for ever." 1 It is in this eschatological sense that the phrase 
is used in this Gospel. Jesus was of the royal line ( 11•16). In 
Him the Davidic family recovered once again its lost Sovereignty; 
but more than recovered it, for Jesus was the anointed Messiah 
( 116). He was born " King of the Jews " ( 2 2). As " king" He 
entered Jerusalem (21 5), and as king He suffered (2711, 29. 37. 42). 

As king He would sit upon the throne of His glory to judge all 
nations (2584• 40), cf. Orac. Sib 349•50 ~tEi 8' ayvos avat 7r<lCT7JS ~s 
CTK~TrTpa Kpa~CTWV ELS alwvas chavrns £7rELyopi.voio XP6voio. The 
announcement of the coming kingdom was frequently the subject 
of His preaching. 

He proclaimed its near advent. It was at hand (417), and 
He bade His disciples make the same proclamation (107). This 
preaching was an evangel, i.e. good' news (423 935). The disciples 
were to pray for the coming of the kingdom (610). It would, 
however, not come in the lifetime of the Messiah, but after His 
death, when He would come as Son of Man (1628, cf. 21). This 
coming would usher in the end of this dispensation (248). It 
would take place immediately after the great tribulation (2429) 

which would accompany the fall of Jerusalem (2415· 16), ,:e. within 
the lifetime of that generation (2434, cf. 1628 1023). But God alone 
knew the exact day and hour (2486), and the good news must be 
preached first to all nations (2414, cf. 2819). It seems clear that 
the Evangelist saw no obstacle to this preaching being effected 
within a very short period ( 1028). The inauguration of the 
kingdom is called the new birth (1928). Then the Apostles would 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. They 
who should find a place in it were "the pure in heart" (58), those 
who were "persecuted in the cause of righteousness" (510). Those 
who broke the Mosaic law and taught others to do so would be 
called least in it (519). They alone whose righteousness exceeded 
that of the scribes and Pharisees would enter into it (520). Rich 
people would hardly find entrance ( 1923•24). But they should 

l Quoted by Dalman, Wqrds, p. 99, 



lxx THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW 

obtain admission who did the will of God (7 21), and who were of 
childlike character ( 183 1914). On the other hand, the chief priests 
and elders, the representatives of the Jewish nation, would have 
the kingdom which should have been theirs taken from them 
(2143, cf. 812). Publicans and harlots would enter in before them 
( 2131 ). 

Christ's disciples were to give up all earthly possessions for the 
sake of the kingdom ( 1929), even life itself ( 1624-26). Some of 
them would· renounce marriage ( r 912). They were to strive after 
the kingdom first ( 633). 

In eh. 13 we have a series of illustrations intended to throw 
light upon the nature of the kingdom. But it is clear that no 
definition of the kingdom can be deduced with certainty from 
them. They can only be used as illustrations of a conception 
which is already clearly defined. In some of these parables the 
kingdom might seem to denote an abstract principle, the divine 
sovereignty, so that "the kingdom of heaven" would be equivalent 
to the "will of God." In others it lends itself easily to definition 
as the Church, the Christian Society in which the principle of 
recognition of the divine sovereignty finds expression. But without 
inquiring into the ideas involved in the phrase as used by Christ 
Himself, it seems probable that so far as the editor of this Gospel 
is concerned we should give to the phrase in these parables the 
meaning which it seems to bear elsewhere in the Gospel, i.e. the 
meaning of the coming kingdom to be inaugurated at the end of 
the age. 

Thus in 1324-30- 36-43, a parable from the Matthxan Logia, the 
story deals with the period of preparation for the kingdom which 
is to be set up at the end of the age (43). The world during this 
period is compared to a field. Christ the Son of Man (37) has 
sown in it the good seed of the knowledge of the true nature and 
near approach (cf. 417) of the coming kingdom. But in the 
meantime the Devil also sows tares, i.e. false teaching. The good 
seed ripens to maturity in the " sons of the kingdom," i.e. those 
who are destined to enter into it ( cf. the same phrase of the Jews 
in 812). The tare seed develops into unbelievers, i.e. sons of the 
evil one (38), i.e. those who partake of his nature, and who will be 
excluded from the kingdom. The end of this period of preparation 
is likened to a harvest (39). Then the Son of Man will come and 
inaugurate the kingdom (cf. 1628 "coming in His kingdom"). 
From it will be excluded the wicked, whilst the righteous will shine 
forth in it as the sun (39). 

The teaching of the parable of the Sower ( 1 33-23) seems to be 
to the same effect. The seed is "the word of the kingdom " (19), 

i.e. the doctrine of its near advent, and of the requirements of 
entry into it. This must fall into receptive hearts if it is to develop 
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into the righteousness which qualifies for admission into the 
kingdom. 

The short parables of the Mustard Seed (1331-32) and of the 
Leaven (1333), another parable from the Logia, seem to illustrate 
the quick spreading and deeply penetrating influence of the 
doctrine of the kingdom. 

Two other Logian parables, "the Hid Treasure" (1344) and 
"the Goodly ·Pearl" (1345-46), teach the lesson that a man must 
strain every nerve and give up all else that he may acquire the 
right to enter into the kingdom. 

Lastly, the parable of the Drag Net ( 1347-50) deseribes the 
doctrine of the kingdom as a truth which attracts disciples of 
different qualities, some good, some bad. At the end of the age, 
when the kingdom is inaugurated, there will be a separation. 

Besides these parables in eh. 13, there are seven others bearing 
upon the kingdom. 1823-35 (Logia) teaches the necessity of a 
forgiving spirit as a qualification of a disciple preparing for the 
kingdom (cf. 188 "Shall not enter"). 201-16 (Logia) seems to 
teach that in discipleship of the kingdom priority in date of 
admission to discipleship did not necessarily carry with it special 
privileges. All alike would receive eternal life when the kingdom 
came. 

On the three parables, 21 28·32 (Logia) 21 33-44 and 221-14 (Logia), 
see the notes. 

It has been noticed above that the phrase .;, {3aa-i'11.£[a Twv 
ovpavwv occurs 17 times in passages which are peculiar to this 
Gospel, and which probably come from the Logia, viz. 510. 19 (2). 20 

1324. 44. 45. 47. 52 1619 183· 4. 23 1912 201 222 251. It occurs, besides, 
8 times in sayings which are paralleled in Lk., but which may 
also come from the Logia, viz. 5 8 721 I07 u 11• 12 1338 183 2313• 

In passages of the first class we find also 812 1388 oi viol T1), 
{3acrLA£la<;, 1341 T?/> {3aa-LMla<; avrov, 1343 T?/> /3aa-i>-..da, 'TOV 7ra'Tp0<; 
a&wv, 21 31 'T~V {3aa-LA.£fov 'TOV 0wv, 2143 .;, f3aa-LA£La 'TOV 0wv, 2 584 'T~V 
-r1roiµ,aa-p.lv7Jv vp,'iv f3aa-LA££av ; and in passages of the second class, 
633 T~v f3aa-i'11.£{av avrov. It seems not improbable, therefore, that 
this Jewish phrase was characteristic of the Matth[ean Logia, and 
that the editor of the Gospel was strongly influenced by it. He has 
inserted it into matter parallel to Mk. in 32 181, and has substituted 
it in 417 1311• 31 1914• 23 for Mk.'s.;, {3aa-LA£la 'TOV 0wv. 

C. THE SON OF MAN. 

Mk. has this phrase 14 times. Mt. retains it in all these cases. 
831 is not an exception; for though Mt. in the parallel to that verse, 
1621, has avT6v for 'TOY v,ov 'TOV av0p6J1rov, he has already inserted 
the latter phrase by anticipation in 1613• Mt. has the phrase in 
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addition 19 times. The editor seems to have seen in the phrase 
two lines of signification. On the one hand, the phrase had 
previously been used in Messianic connections. The writer of 
Daniel had foretold the coming of " one like a Man or Son of 
Man," 713• And whatever may have been the precise meaning 
of the original writer, his phrase was soon taken up and used with 
Messianic significance. The Messiah regarded as "Son of Man " 
or "Man" was of mysterious origin. Already in the Book of 
Daniel the "one like to a Man or Son of Man " comes " with 
(Heb.) or upon (LXX) the clouds of heaven" (cf. Sib. Or 349• 50 

quoted on p. lxix and 652f. : 

Kal TOT• lb-' 'Y}EA.low 0E6<; -rrlµ,ifm {3a<rLA~a 

~<; -rrauav yatav -rravun 7r0Af/J,OLO KaKOLO ), 

and the phrase "Son of Man " is adopted by the writer of one 
section of the Book of Enoch to designate the supernatural Messiah; 
cf. 462•4 482 62. In the same way the writer of 2 Es 13 describes 
the Messiah as coming from the midst of the sea "in the likeness 
of a man," v.3 ; cf. v.12 "the same man," v. 25 "a man coming up 
from the midst of the sea," v.51 "the man coming up from the 
midst of the sea." The motive power that gave rise to these 
conceptions was probably the desire to represent the coming 
Messiah as of divine origin. And yet, to fulfil His functions, He 
must be also man, or at least in the guise of man. 

The editor of our Gospel clearly saw in the phrase thus put 
into the mouth of Christ in the sources which he was using, a 
proof that Christ would fulfil this anticipation of a supernatural 
Messiah. He was to come as Son of Man (1023) in the glory of 
His Father (1627) upon the clouds of heaven (2430). He would 
then send forth His angels and gather the elect (2431 ; cf. 1J41), 

and sit upon the throne of His glory (1928 25 31). Then He would 
render to every man according to his deed ( 1627), and all nations 
would be gathered before Him (2531). For "upon the clouds 
of heaven," cf. Dn 713 ; for "render to every man according to his 
deed," cf. Enoch 45 3 "On that day Mine Elect One will sit on 
the throne of glory, and make choice among their deeds"; 618 
" He will weigh their deeds in the balance " ; for the gathering the 
elect, cf. Enoch 51 2 "He will choose the righteous and holy 
from amongst them " ; for the gathering of all nations before the 
throne of glory, cf. Enoch 623 "There will stand up in that day all 
the kings, and the mighty, and the exalted, and those who hold 
the earth, and they will see and recognise Him, how He sits on the 
throne of His glory." 

But, secondly, if Christ had used the phrase "Son of Man" of 
Himself with reference to His future coming, He had also used 
the phrase in non-eschatological contexts. He was to come as 
Son of Man, but He also was the Son of Man during His life. 
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This Sonship was not a prerogative to be bestowed upon Him in 
the future. It was _a present possession .. Of course, we might 
suppose that the editor thought that Chnst had often used the 
phrase of Himself in an anticipatory sense. But there are features 
in the Gospel which make it rather probable that he believed 
Christ to be by nature "the Son of Man," and regarded the phrase 
as illustrative of the mysteriousness of His person. 

Christ was born of a virgin (118•25). He was in an unique sense 
Son of God ( u 27 2241-46). He had been chosen by God (317). 

What better phrase could be found to express the mysterious 
nature of such a personality than the " Son of Man," which was 
already in use to designate the supernatural Messiah? It empha
sised His real humanity, it hinted at the mysterious nature of His 
birth, it drew attention to His Messianic office and functions, and 
it heralded His future glory. 

It does not lie within the scope of this Introduction to raise 
the question whether Christ did or did not use this phrase of 
Himself, or in the latter case why the Evangelists have attributed 
it to Him. Only two facts need here be noticed. First : the 
editor found the phrase so applied in both his main sources, Mk. 
and the Logia. It has therefore as much attestation as any phrase 
attributed to Christ. Second: the argument that the phrase " Son 
of Man" as a title is linguistically impossible in Aramaic, is 
unwarranted. "Son of Man" having already been used by the 
author of Daniel and converted into a semi-technical term by the 
writer of Enoch, it must have been as• possible in Aramaic as in 
any other language to refer to it, and to say "the Son of Man," or 
" the 'man,'" or "the whatever else may be the right equivalent of 
t:i)N ,::i. in Daniel." 

T"''rn-order to make the matter clearer, it may be well to add a 
few words on the origin of the phrase and its meaning. That 
"Son of Man " is a semi-technical description of the supernatural 
Messiah in Enoch and in 2 Esdras is clear. But whence did they 
derive it? Almost certainly from the C')N ,:i of Dn 713• Dalman 
is inclined to the view that C')N ,:i was not in common use in 
early Palestinian Aramaic. C')N was employed to denote "a man," 
NC')N '):l to denote "men." C')N i:i, on the other hand, was a 
literary phrase formed by imitation of the rare and poetic ciN p, 
and means "one of the human species," "one who had in himself 
the nature of a human being." But in the later Jewish Galilean 
dialects it came to be used in the sense of "a human being," 
"anyone." If it were desired to express in Aramaic the C'JN ,:i, 
this phrase would become NC')N ,:i. This was the original of 
b vio~ -rou /J.v0pw1rov, and was the phrase used by Christ. The 
Greek expression is an intentionally over-literal translation, because 
the more idiomatic rendering b /J.v0pw1ros would have introduced 
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inexplicable confusion into the Gospel narrative. From this point 
of view Christ borrowed the title from the Book of Daniel, and its 
use by Him was quite distinctive, ~ince C'JN "1.l was not at that 
time in use to denote "anyone." 

On the other hand, it is urged by Wellhausen that NC')~ "1.l and 
C')N "1.l can mean nothing but "inan"; not an individual man, but 
man in general. Already in Daniel WJ~ -,:,. means a man, a 
member of the human race. Hence it is impossible to express 
in Aramaic the Son of Man, because " son of Man" in that idiom 
means simply "man" collectively. Christ, therefore, could not 
have used the phrase "the Son of Man." And & vios Tov /1.v8pw1rov 
was created by the Evangelists. For a discussion of the linguistic 
point, see Driver, DB iv. 579 ff. So far as I can judge, the follow
ing points seem to be clear. ( r) It has not yet been shown that 
~WJN "1:J was in use in Aramaic of the first century to mean" man." 
It is still, therefore, possible that Dalman is right in supposing that 
this phrase was used by Christ in the sense of the " Son of Man " 
of Daniel. ( 2) WJ~ "1.l in Daniel means "a man," i.e. "a member 
of the human race." The subsequent use of "Son of Man" in 
Enoch, of "man" in 2 Esdras, and of the phrase underlying & vios 
Tov av8pw1rov in the New Testament, is due to reminiscence of 
Daniel. The later writers would have been linguistically more 
correct if they had spoken of the " man" of Daniel ; but their exact 
translation " Son of Man" seemed more appropriate, as retaining 
the outward form of the phrase to which they were referring, and 
as less likely to introduce confusion than the more accurate trans
lation the "man." (3) Christ adopted the semi-technical term 
already in use to designate the supernatural Messiah, and spoke 
of Himself as the "Son of Man," i.e. the "Son of Man" of whom 
Daniel and Enoch had spoken. That there was some way of 
giving expression to such a designation in the Aramaic which He 
spoke, cannot be doubted in the face of the evidence of the 
Gospels. 

But this, of course, only carries us back to the Book of Daniel. 
It is often supposed that C')N -,:,.:,=like a man, simply describes 
the Jewish nation as humane in comparison with the four empires 
which had preceded it in the sovereignty of the world. But it is 
doubtful whether such an interpretation really satisfies the terms 
of the vision. Rather those writers are moving in the right direc
tion who see in the phrase as used in Daniel the adaptation to 
the Jewish Messiah of a term "man," borrowed from an earlier 
eschatological tradition of "the man" who should form the meet
ing point between heaven and earth when the final act in the 
drama of the world's history was being played. The primitive 
unfallen Man of God's original creation should once again appear. 
(See Gressmann, Israelitischfudischen Eschatologie, 334 ff.; Volz, 
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Jiid. Eschat. p. 215; Gunkel, ZWT, 1899, 582-590.) If this be 
the case, then the conception of the "ideal " man had been for 
long a part of the pre-Christian Jewish Messianic theology. When 
the Lord used the term "the Son of Man"== the " Man," as a title 
for Himself, He thereby claimed for His own person such qualities 
as pre-existence ( cf. Enoch 483), uniqueness as contrasted with 
other men, yet real humanity, and such prerogatives as election 
by God to fulfil Messianic functions and to receive Messianic 
glory. 

Parallel to this conception of the Messiah as "the Man," runs 
the more fragmentarily illustrated conception of the Messiah as 
mysteriously born of the woman (cf. Is 714, and Gressmann, pp. 
270 ff.). The fact that we get the two side by side in the first 
Gospel throws light upon the Evangelist's conception of the Person 
of Christ. He was born of a virgin (1 18-25). He was therefore 
God's Son (317). He had been elected to Messianic functions 
(311), and was the King Messiah, the Beloved (317). He was 
also "the Man," the meeting-point between the divine and the 
human, who should come, as Daniel had said, on the clouds of 
heaven to inaugurate the kingdom of heaven. 

Cf. Driver, DB iv. 579 ff.; Dalman, Words, pp. 234 ff.; Well
hausen, Skizzen u. Vorarbeiten, vi. 200 f., Einleitung, pp. 39 f.; 
Drummond, JThS, April, July 1901 ; Lietzmann, Der Menschen
sohn, Leipzig, 1896; Gunkel, ZWT vii.; Volz, Jiid. Eschat. pp. 
2 r 4 f. ; Fiebig, Der Menschensohn, r 90 r ; Gressmann, Isr. Jiid. 
Eschat. pp. 334 ff. ; and the references in Driver's article. 

D. THE CHURCH. 

The Messiah had come. He had preached the coming of the 
kingdom. He had been put to death. He would come at the 
end of the age on the clouds of heaven. In the meantime His 
disciples were to preach the doctrine of the kingdom, and make 
disciples by baptism into the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost (2819). The disciples constituted an ecclesia ( r618 

1817). They were to cultivate such qualities as humility (55 188-4), 

mercy (57), forgiveness (614-15 1815• 21-35), love (544); and to practise 
almsgiving (62), prayer (65-13 77-11), and obedience to Christ's com
mands ( 724-21). They were to be prepared to give up all things for 
Christ's sake, e.g. marriage (1912), property (1929), earthly relation
ships (1929 ro37), even life itself ( 1039 1625-26). They were to rely 
upon God's providence, and to avoid the accumulation of riches 
(619-34). Wealth was a hindrance to admission into the kingdom 
(2023). Marriage was an ordinance of God ( 194-6); but divorce, 
except for 7ropve{a (532 199), was an accommodation to human 
weakness ( r 98). 
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The righteousness to be aimed at by them was to be based on 
right motive rather than observance of rules, upon the spirit rather 
than the letter of the law (521·48 151·20). 

All the disciples were brethren, having one Father, God, and 
one Master and teacher, Christ (238·10). As such they constituted 
the ecclesia ( 1817), and possessed common authority to legislate 
for the Church's needs (1818). Wherever two or three met for 
prayer, Christ would be with them (1819). (Cf. 2820.) 

As in the Jewish Church so in the Christian, there would 
be prophets (1041 2i4), wise men (2384), and scribes (1352 

2334). 
But from among the disciples twelve in particular were com

missioned to preach and to baptize ( 1 o5 2 819). Amongst these 
Peter was pre-eminent (cf. 102 1rpwTor;) It was he to whom first 
was revealed the true nature of the Christ which was to be the 
foundation rock of the Church (1617). He was to have adminis
trative and legislative power within the kingdom ( 1618•19). But in 
that kingdom all twelve would sit on thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel ( 1928). 

E. JEWISH CHRISTIAN CHARACTER OF THE LOGIA. 

The probability that these sayings were collected and preserved 
by the early Church in Palestine is suggested by the following 
considerations : 

(a) The title and conception of the kingdom of the heavens 
as found in these sayings is Jewish in character. See above. 

(b) The interest shown in S. Peter, and the prominent position 
attributed to him, points in the same direction. 

(c) The mission of the Messiah and of His Apostles is limited 
to the Jewish nation. 

Cf. 1524 "I was not sent save to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel." 

106 "Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 
1023 "Ye shall not exhaust the cities of Israel till the Son 

of Man come." 
1928 "Ye shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 

tribes of Israel." 
76 See note. 

(811• 12, though in its present position it seems to express a 
forecast of the admission of Gentiles into the kingdom, would not 
necessarily convey this meaning to a Jewish Christian society. 
Nor need the parables 21 28·32. 33-46 2 2 1•14 have seemed to such a 
community to bear this meaning.) 

The editor of the Gospel has preserved these sayings in spite 
of the fact that he himself clearly believed that the good news of 
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the kingdom was intended for Gentiles. For he inserts 85-13 

adding to it from the Logia vv.11· 12, the result being that th~ 
admission of Gentiles is clearly alluded to. And the three parables 
21 2s_2214 in their present position in the Gospel seem to suggest 
the same lesson. Compare also his insertion of 25 31•46, possibly a 
Christian homily, of 2414 from Mk.; and of 2816•20, especially v.19, 
which is probably also derived from Mk.'s lost ending. 

There is, however, nothing in these passages as recorded by 
Mt. which takes us outside the Jewish Christian point of view of 
the early Church at Jerusalem as described in Ac 1-15. In that 
Church reluctance to the admission of the Gentiles into the 
Church was at length so far worn down, that it was admitted that 
the Gospel should be preached to the Gentiles. But the stand
point adopted was somewhat similar to that of the canonical 
prophets, who advocated the view that the Jewish religion was 
destined to attract to itself all nations, but who never seem to 
have doubted that the result would be the submission of the 
Gentiles to the privileges of Judaism rather than the complete 
supersession of Judaism by a new religion. In the same way 
there is nothing in the first Gospel which is not consistent with 
a conception of Christianity as a purified Judaism which was 
destined to absorb within itself disciples (proselytes) from all 
nations. 

Of course, Christ's sayings contain within themselves a wider 
and freer spirit than this, but the Jewish Christian Church of 
Palestine may well have failed to -see the ultimate goal of 
universalism towards which this teaching inevitably tended. 

(tl) The insistence on the permanent validity of the Mosaic 
law. 

Cf. 511-20 1816 233• 23 Tavrn 3£ i13n 1roi-rjuai. Cf. 712\ and especi
ally the law of divorce for unchastity, 532• 

This has so far influenced the editor, that he inserts a similar 
saying into Mk.'s narrative I02·12 = Mt 193•10, where it is certainly 
out of place. See notes on Mt 19. Cf. also the insertion of the 
words µ:q3£ ua/3/30.T'f! in 2420, the omission of Mk 2 27", and the 
emphasis on the fulfilment of prophecy. 

(e) The Jewish phraseology of the sayings. 
Cf. es~ecially : , ~ , ~ 

'i'/ /3autAEta Twv ovpavwv. 
b 1TUT~P b EV ( 'TOt<;) ovpavot<;. 
b 1raT~P b ovpavw,. 
1TUT~p vµ.wv, ~µ.wv, uov, aV'TWV, 

on which see above. And 
5 lS lwm iv ~ µ.{a KEpa{a. 
522 paK&., 
623 1rov71p6s. See note. 
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I 325 titavta. 
I 388 oi viol T?J'> f3arnAe{a,;, 
1340 <TVVTkA.Eta TOV alwvo,;. 
I 352 ypaµp.anv,;. 
1617 uapf Kal a!p.a. 
I 618 mAat 48ov. 
1619 "bind " and "loose." 
1818 " " ,, 
1928 7ra,\iyyeveu{q.-0povov 86f11,;, 

Cf. also the word-play in Natwpai:oo;, z23, and m BeeA{e/3ovA, 
1224, 

(f) Anti-Pharisaic polemic: 
39. 
520, 

62. 
65, 
616, 

I 52-14, 

23. 
Cf. gn i3s8. 
Of course, this anti-Pharisaic attitude is observable also in a 

less degree in the editor's other source, viz. the second Gospel, 
where the Pharisees are represented as finding fault with Christ's 
teaching, 2 6, or conduct, 2 16 J2· 22, or with the conduct of His 
disciples, 2 18• 24 75• They combine against Him with the 
Herodians, 36 1213• They ask Him for a sign, sn, and question 
Him about divorce, 102 (but see note on 198). They question 
Him about His right to teach, 11 27• Christ bids His disciples 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 815, and beware of the 
scribes, 1288• They plot to kill Him, 141• The Pharisees are 
mentioned by name in nine of the above cases, viz. 216, 1s. 24 36 75 
gn. 15 102 1213• In the others, viz. 2 6 322 141, it is the scribes 
who are mentioned, and it is scribes who with other members of 
the Sanhedrin effect the arrest of Christ, 1443, and His condemna
tion, J 453 151. 

But the editor of the first Gospel extends the anti-Pharisaism 
of his sources. He not only borrows the polemical sayings from 
the Logia and the polemical incidents from S. Mark, but so 
arranges and adds to them as to give a very dark picture of the 
Pharisees. To them and to the Sadducees the Baptist spoke his 
words of denunciation and warning, 37-12• Against their teaching 
was directed a considerable section of the Sermon on the Mount, 
520 61-18• His teaching was, says S. Mark, "not as the scribes," 
not, adds S. Matthew, as the scribes and Pharisees. The editor 
also alters Mk.'s oi ypap.p.arei:o; rwv iPapiua{wv (216) into oi iPapiua'ioi, 
and Mk.'s oi ypap.µare1,,; (322) into oi iPapiua'i:oi (1224, cf. 934). The 
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same change occurs in Mk 1285 = Mt 22 41, and in Mk 122s = 
Mt 2234• See also critical note on 198• 

Mk.'s short denunciation of the teaching of the scribes, 1 2 37b-4o, 

is lengthened into a long and severe denunciation of the scribes 
and Pharisees, eh. 23. The parable, Mk 121-12, is there, as in 
Mt 2123-44, addressed to the chief priests and elders; but in Mt 2145 

it is the chief priests and the Pharisees who recognise that it was 
aimed against them. Indeed, the whole section, 21 23-2246, seems 
to be directed against the Pharisees; cf. 2145 2 215• 34• 41• This 
polemical motive probably explains the fact that in 21 81• 41 2220 the 
opponents are made to utter their own condemnation (>..lyovaw). 
The whole section seems to develop towards the terrific condemna
tion of eh. 23. Lastly, in 2762 it is the chief priests and the 
Pharisees who effect the sealing of the tomb and the placing of 
the guard before it. It is perhaps due to the same anti-Jewish 
motive that we owe the insertion of the incident of Pilate's hand
washing (2724-25). 

THE AUTHOR. 

1. Papias apud Eusebius, H. E. iii. 39 : 
MaT0afos JLf.V oliv 'E(3pa't8i 8iaA£KT<(l Ta Myia uvveyp&.faTo.1 

'Hpp.~V£V(TE if avTa ws ;v 8vvaT6S 2 lKa(J"TOS. 
2. Irenreus, iii. 1. 1 apud Eusebius, H. E. v. 8. 2: 

o JLf.V 8~ MaT0aios lv Tots 'Ef3pa{ois 711 iUq. avTwv 8iaA.£KT<(l Kat 
ypacf,~v l~VEYKEV EvayyEA.{ov, 'TOV IIfrpov Kat 'TOV IIav>..ov £V 'P.J,p.r, 
EvayyEAL(op.lvwv Kat 0EJLEAWVV'TWV 'T~l' lKKA'rJU{av. 

3. Origen apud Eusebius, H. E. vi. 25: 
{j'T£ 7rpW'TOV JLEV yiypa'lr'Tal 'T6 KaTa 'T6V 7r0TE 'TEAtiJV'Y}I', 'l)(J"T£pov 

8£ &1rou'TOA.OV 'l'Y}UOV Xpt(J"'TOV MaT0a'iov, .1K8E8WKO'Ta avT6 'TOLS &11"6 
'Iov8ai:up.ov muTEVuaui, yp&.p.p.auw 'E(3pai:Ko'is uvVTEmyp.ivov. 

4. Eusebius, H. E. iii. 24. 6 : 
MaT0afos JLEV yap 7rpOTEpov 'Ef3pa{ois K'Y}pv[as, ws ~JLEAAEV Kat lcf, 

fripovs Uvai, 1Ta'Tpt<(l yA6''T'T'!J ypacf,f, 7rapa8ov, 'T6 Ka'T' avTOV Evayy£>..tov, 
'TO A.£L1TOV Tfj aVTOV 7rapovu{q. 'TOV'TOLS &cf,' ~v ((J"'TEAAE'To, Sia rijs ypacf,~
&v£1TA~pov. 

5. Eusebius, H. E. v. 10. 3: 
o II&.v'TaLVOS Kat Eic; 'Iv8ovs l>..0£LV >..iy£Ta£, lv0a >..oyo, EilpELV aw6v 

7rpocf,0&.uav 'T~V avTOV 7rapovu{av 'T6 Ka'Ta MaT0afov £vayy£>..{ov 1rap&. 
'TIULV aw60i 'TOV XpiU'T6V £7r£yYWKO(J"£V, o!s Bap0o>..op.atov 'TWV &1rOU'TOA.WV 
lva K'Y}pv[ai awo'is 'TE 'Ef3pa{wv yp&.p.p.auL 'T~V 'TOV MaT0alov KaTaAEtl{lat 
ypacf,~v, ~v Kat ud❖u0ai Eis 'T6V 81JAOVJLEVOV xpovov. 

If we interpret Tti >..6yia in No. 1 as equivalent to "the 
Gospel," i.e. "the Gospel which bears his name," we seem to 
have a uniform second century tradition (Papias, Irenreus) 

1 v.!. crwml.~o.To, 2 v.!. 1Jovvo.To. 
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repeated in the third (Origen) and in the fourth (Eusebius), to 
the effect that the first Gospel was written by Matthew, the toll 
gatherer and Apostle, in Hebrew. The necessary inference 
must be that our canonical Gospel is a translation of the 
original Apostolic work. 

This tradition (and inference) is, however, directly con
tradicted by the testimony of the first Gospel itself, for that 
work clearly shows itself to be a compilation by someone who 
has interwoven material from another source or other sources 
into the framework of the second Gospel This renders it difficult 
to suppose that the book in its present form is the work of the 
Apostle Matthew. It is indeed not impossible, but it is very 
improbable, that an Apostle should rely upon the work of another 
for the entire framework of his narrative. If he did so, he certainly 
composed his work in Greek, not in Hebrew, for the first Gospel 
has largely embodied the Greek phraseology of the second Gospel. 

. It is inconceivable that the compiler should have rendered Mk.'s 
Greek into Hebrew, and that this should have afterwards been 
retranslated into Greek so closely resembling its Marean original. 

It would therefore seem that if the five passages quoted above 
represent a uniform tradition, the only course open to us is to 
assert that tradition has here gone astray. Our first Gospel was 
not originally written in Hebrew, nor is it likely that in its present 
form it is the work of an Apostle. But such a direct negative only 
forces us to examine more closely the facts at issue. The main 
points are these : 

(I) From the end of the second century it has been believed 
that our first Gospel was the work of the Apostle Matthew, who 
wrote it in "Hebrew." How did it come to bear his name? 

(2) According to the tradition represented by Papias, Matthew 
composed Ta A6yia in "Hebrew." 

In the first place, it is clear that whilst the description Ta 
A6y,a need not necessarily exclude narrative material, it is admir
ably qualified to describe a book containing sayings, discourses, 
and parables. If there is corroborative evidence, we may 
reasonably suppose that S. Matthew's Hebrew work was of 
this description. 

Secondly, our first Gospel contains some 41 I verses, being 
about two-fifths of the whole book, which consists of sayings, 
some of them in small groups, others forming part of long 
discourses or of parables. These sayings are in large part 
characterised by common features. See above, p, liv f. 

Now, if we assume that the compiler of the first Gospel 
drew these sayings from the Apostolic work or from a Greek 
translation of it, we have at once an explanation of the following 
facts: 
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( 1) That our first Gospel has been ascribed to Matthew from 
the end of the second century. On the one hand, an anonymous 
Gospel based on S. Mark's Gospel and on the Matthrean Logia 
was in use in the Church. It might, of course, have been called 
after its compiler. But there would be an irresistible tendency 
to find for it Apostolic sanction; and the tradition as represented 
by Papias, that the Logia, which formed so large a part of it, were 
drawn from a work of the Apostle Matthew, would naturally suggest 
the name of that Apostle as a sanction for the importance ascribed 
to the first Gospel. To have called it after its other and chief 
source, S. Mark's Gospel, would have led to confusion, since the 
second Gospel was also in common use. 

(2) That the Church writers from the second century onwards 
speak of the first Gospel as having been written in "Hebrew." 
This is quite simply explained as an after consequence of the 
transference of the name Matthew from the original Apostolic 
work to the canonical Gospel. It was traditional knowledge that 
Matthew had written an Evangelic work in Hebrew, and this 
statement easily became attached to the first Gospel. If there 
seems to be a measure of unreality about such a statement as 
applied to the first Gospel, the fault must lie at the door of those 
who first transferred the name Matthew from the primary to the 
secondary work. Yet what could they do? They wanted a name 
for the first Gospel. The compiler was either unknown, or, if 
known, a man of second rank in the Church. The book embodied 
much of the Apostle's work, and it.would be a pity to allow his 
name as an authority for the Church's records to pass into oblivion. 
And so the first Gospel became the work of the Apostle. But S. 
Matthew, as all men knew, had written in "Hebrew." And so 
wherever the first Gospel became known as his work, the state
ment that he had written in Hebrew followed his name, and was 
attached to the Gospel. 

The canonical Gospel was not the only work ascribed to the 
Apostle Matthew in the second century. The Jewish Christian 
sect of the Nazarenes possessed a Gospel, which is referred to by 
second and third century writers as the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews. I give below some of the references to it. Lists of quota
tions from it may be seen in Preuschen's Antilegomena, or N estle's 
Novi Testamenti Supplementum, or (in German) in Hennecke's 
Neutestamentliche Apokryphen. For critical discussions of the. 
questions connected with the Gospel, see Zahn, Gesch. des Kanons, 
ii. 642 ff., or Adeney in the Hibbert Journal, Oct. 1904. 

1. Ignatius (Hieronymus, De Vir. Illus. 16): 
Ignatius-scripsit-ad Smyrnreos-in qua et de evangelio, quod 

nu per a me translatum est, super persona Christi ponit testimonium 
dicens " Ego vero et post resurrectionem in came eum vidi et credo 

I 
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quia sit; et quando venit ad Petrum et ad eos qui cum Petro erant 
dixit eis : Ecce palpate me et videte, qui non sum dremonium in
corporale. Et statim tetigerunt eum et crediderunt." Cf. Ignatius, 
Ad Smyrn. iii. 1. 2. Jerome himself ascribes the expression "in
corporale dremonium" to the Gospel "quod Hebrreorum lectitant 
Nazarrei," Comm. in Isaiah, pref. to Bk xviii. Origen, De Princip. 1, 

prorem. 8, says that the expression "non sum dremonium incor
poreum " came from the book called Petri Doctrina. 

2. Hegesippus (Eusebius, H. E. iv. 22) : 
iK 'I'£ 'l'OV Ka0' 'Ef3pafov<; £vayy£Afov KaL TOV :SvpiaKOV Ka~ l8{wr; £K 

T~<; 'Ef3pa{oo<; &aMKrnv TLvct. ,.{87J<TLV. 
3. Papias (Eusebius, H. E. iii. 39): 
EKTt0nTaL OE Kal ru.,,v lCTTopia.v 7r£pL yvvaLK6<; brl -rroA.AaL<; dp,ap

,.{ai<; oia/3A7J0E{CT7J<; E7rL 'l'OV Kvpfov, -qv '1'6 Ka0' 'Ef3pafov. EvayyEAfov , 
7r£pLEX£L, 

Eusebius does not here assert that Papias quoted from the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews. 

4. Irenreus, Adv. Heer. i. 26. 2: 
Solo autem eo quod est secundum Matthreum evangelio 

utuntur (Ebionrei), et apostolum Paulum recusant, apostatem eum 
legis dicentes. 

5. (a) Origen, Comment. in Joh. vol. ii. 6 (Paris, 1759, vol. iv. 63). 
Ed.V OE -rrpoCT{£Ta{ TL<; '1'6 Ka0' 'Ef3pafov<; EvayylAwv. 
(b) Origen, Comment. in Mt. vol. xv. 14 (Paris, 1740, vol. iii. 671). 

. Scriptum est in evangelio quodam, quod dicitur secundum 
Hebrreos, si tamen placet alicui suscipere illud, non ad auctoritatem, 
sed ad manifestationem propositre qurestionis. 

6. Clement Alex., Stromata, ii. 9 : v Kilv 'I'<(> Ka0' 'Ef3pa{ov<; Evayy£A{(f-ytypa7rTat. 
7. (a) Eusebius, H. E. iii. 25: 
"Ho.,, o' EV TOVTOL<; TLVE<; Kal '1'6 Ka0' 'Ef3pafovs £vayylAwv KaTtAE~av, 

ie ,,_&.A.LCTTa 'Ef3pa{wv ol T6V XpLCTT6V -rrapa0£~ap.£VOL xalpovCTL. 
(b) Eusebius, H. E. iii. 2 7 : 
EvayytAL!f OE p..6v'f 'l'<[l Ka0' 'Ef3po:{ov<; AEyoµ,tv'f XPWP,£VOL, 'l'WV A.OL1!"WV 

CTP,LKp6v l-rrowvvTo >..6yov. 
8. (a) Jerome, De Vir. lllus. 3: 
Porro ipsum Hebraicum habetur usque hodie in Cresariensi 

bibliotheca, quam Pamphilus martyr studiosissime confecit. Mihi 
quoque a Nazareis, qui in Berrea urbe Syrire hoe volumine utuntur, 
describendi facultas fuit. 

(b) Jerome, Contra Pelag. iii. 2: 
In Evangelio juxta Hebrreos, quod Chaldaico quidem Syroque 

Sermone, sed Hebraicis literis scriptum est, quo utuntur usque 
hodie Nazarreni, secundum apostolos sive, ut plerique autumant, 
juxta Matthreum, quod et in Cresariensi habetur bibliotheca, narrat 
historia, etc. 
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(c) Jerome, Comment. in Is I 1 2 : 

Evangelium quod Hebrreo sermone conscriptum legunt 
Nazarrei. 

(d) Jerome, Comment. in Mic 77 : 

Evangelium "quod secundum Hebrreos editum nuper trans
tulimus." 

(e) Jerome, Comment. in Is 409 : 

Evangelium "quod juxta Hebrreos scriptum Nazarrei lecti-
tant." 

(/) Jerome, Comment. in Ezech I 613 : 

"In evangelio quoque Hebrreorum, quod lectitant Nazarrei." 
(g) Jerome, Comment. in Mt 1213: 

In evangelio quo utuntur Nazarreni et Ebionitre, quod nuper 
in Grrecum de Hebrreo sermone transtulimus, et quod vocatur a 
plerisque Matthrei authenticum, etc. 

(h) Jerome, Ep. 20. 5: 
Denique Matthreus, qui evangelium Hebrreo sermone con-

scripsit, ita posuit: Osanna barrama. 
(i) Jerome, Comment. in Mt 2335 : 

In evangelio quo utuntur N azarreni, etc. 
(j) Jerome, De Vir. Illus. 2 : 

"Evangelium quoque, quod appellatur Secundum Hebrreos et 
a me nuper in Grrecum Latinumque sermonem translatum est, quo 
et Origenes srepe utitur," etc. 

It will have been seen that Papias and the Gospel had a narra
tive in common ; but it does not, of course, follow that Papias had 
seen the Gospel. Ignatius has a saying which was also contained 
in the Gospel. Hegesippus quoted from it. Irenreus speaks of it 
as in use among the Ebionites; but he probably uses Ebionites 
loosely as a general term for the Jewish Christians of Palestine. 
It was, as Jerome many times states, the Gospel of the Nazarenes, 
whilst the Ebionites had another Gospel (Epiphanius, Hares. xxx. 
3. 13). Jerome saw the Gospel at Bercea, and says that there was 
a copy in the library at Cresarea. He translated it into Latin and 
into Greek, and not infrequently (some eighteen times) quotes from 
it in his writings. The extant fragments of it are too scanty to 
admit of positive judgements, but it is unlikely that there was any 
dependence of our canonical Gospel upon the Gospel accordin/; 
to the Hebrews, or vice versa. All that can be said is, that from 
the beginning of the second century the Jewish Christian Nazarenes 
had a Gospel which they ascribed to Matthew, and which was 
written in the Aramaic language and in Hebrew letters. It may 
have been ascribed to Matthew for the same reason that caused 
his name to be connected with our canonical Gospel, viz., the 
fa.et that one main source for its material was that Apostle's col
lection of sayings of Christ. 
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THE DATE. 

The data furnished by the Gospel itself seem best satisfied if 
we suppose that its author compiled it within a period of a few 
years before or after the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. An earlier 
date does not seem possible, in view of the fact that the compiler 
had S. Mark's Gospel before him. 

The writer's forecast of history is clear and unmistakable. 
The coming of the Son of Man, whom he clearly identifies with 
the crucified Christ, would be the first stage in a series of events, 
comprising the gathering of the elect and the final judgement, 
which together would form a terminus to the present dispensation 
of the world's history. Compare the following: 1 

248 "What is the sign of Thy coming, and of the consumma
tion of the age ? " 

2430 "They shall see the Son of Man coming upon the clouds 
of heaven," etc. 

2 581 "When the Son of Man shall come in His glory, then 
shall He sit on the throne of His glory, and all nations shall be 
gathered before Him." 

This coming and the consummation of the age lay in the near 
future. Compare the following: 

1023 "Ye shall not finish the cities of Israel, till the Son of 
Man be come." 

1628 "There are some of those who stand here, who shall not 
taste of death, until they see the Son of Man coming in His 
kingdom." 

2434 "This generation shall not pass away, until all these things 
come to pass." 

But it could be still further defined, for it was to take place 
"immediately after the tribulation of those days," 2429 ; and this 
tribulation is clearly to the writer the distress which would accom
pany the downfall of Jerusalem; cf. 242• 8 "There shall not be left a 
stone upon a stone.-When shall these things be, and what shall be 
the sign of Thy coming, and of the consummation of the age?" 

It is true that the writer anticipates a previous preaching of 
the goodness of the kingdom in all the world to all nations, 2414 ; 

but he makes it clear that in his opinion this could be accom
plished before the great tribulation of the final overthrow of the 
J ewish,·nation; cf. 2414ff. "then shall come the end. When, there
fore, ye see (the approaching fall of the city)," etc. It is probable 
that he saw in the apostolic preaching in the West, culminating 
in the arrival of S. Paul at Rome, an ample fulfilment of this 
"preaching in all the world (olKovp,lv11) for a testimony to all 
nations." 
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It seems impossible to suppose that a Gospel in which Christ's 
sayings are so arranged as to give this quite definite impression 
that He had foretold His coming as Son of Man, .and the con
summation of the age, in close connection with the events of the 
year 70 A.n:, could have been written more than a very few years 
after that date. 

Nor does the Gospel contain anything that decisively conflicts 
with such a date. 

Certainly not the narratives of chs. 1. 2. Whatever the amount 
of historical fact here recorded may be, there is no reason why these 
traditions should not have been reco"rded before the year 7 5 A.D., 
this date being chosen as the latest probable limit. See note on 
chs. 1. 2. It is only the narrow and undiscerning logic of modern 
criticism which finds it necessary to detect earlier and later stages 
of thought in these chapters, on the ground that one and the 
same writer could not have recorded the story of the supernatural 
birth, and, at the same time, have compiled as an introduction to 
it a genealogy professedly designed to emphasise the fact that 
Joseph was in a real sense the father of Jesus. I have en
deavoured to prove in the commentary that the Gospel as it now 
stands is an indivisible unity; and that the only stages required are 
an early cycle of Palestinian traditions, and a compiler who placed 
them at the beginning of his Gospel, and compiled as an intro
duction to them a genealogy of the main figure in his Gospel 
narrative. The traditions may well have been current in Palestine 
before the year 70 A.D., and the compiler need not have done his 
work much later, if at all later, than this. 

Nor need such sayings as 1617•19 1816·20 reflect a late period of 
Church history. The "Church" may well be the Palestinian com
munity of Jewish Christian disciples of Christ in the middle of 
the century, and the prominence given to S. Peter probably 
reflects his position in the Palestinian Church during that period. 
If we regard the writer of the Gospel as a Jewish Christian, and 
do not read into hi£ record of Christ's words ideas which the 
later Church quite naturally found there i.n the light of the develop
ment of Christianity, there seems no reason to suppose that he 
may not have written his book within the period 65--,75 A.D. 
And his arrangement of Christ's eschatological sayings almost 
conclusively points to that period. 

THE STYLE AND LANGUAGE. 

The Greek of the Gospel is not so full of Aramaisms and of 
harsh constructions due to translation from Aramaic as is the 
Greek of the second Gospel. Nor, on the other hand, has it the 
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Septuagintal and, so, Hebraic ring of the language of the third 
Gospel. It has rather the lack of distinction which characterises 
any narrative compiled from previous sources by an editor who 
contents himself with dovetailing together rather than rewriting 
the sources before him . 

. · The following phrases are strikingly characteristic of the 
Gospel: 

Ton-. This occurs in narrative at the beginning of a new para
graph,1

3
13 

4
1

9
14 11 20 1222. 38 1336 151 1 321 19rn 2020 2215 231 2 614. 31. so 

273, 21, or in the course of a section, 27· 16. 17 35, 15 45. 10. n 326 96, 29. 37 

1213 1512. 28 1612. 20. 24 1713, 19 1927 211 2221 263· 38, 45. 50. 52. 56. 65. 67. 74 

279, 13. 10. 26. 38. 58 2s10. Frequently also in sayings and parables, 5 24 

75, 23 915 1229. 44. 45 1326. 43 1627 1832 228, 13 249- 10. 14.16. 21. 23. 30 (2). 40 

251, 7. lll, 34. 37. 41. 44. 45. , 

18ov.2 This occurs in narrative, either alone, 120 2 1• 13• 19 918. 32, 46 

2 647
1 

or with Ka{ prefixed, 
4

16.17 32. 24. 29. 32. 34 9 2. 3.10. 20 1210 15 22 

173, 5 1916 2030 2651 2751 289 ; in sayings and parables, either alone, 
u8.10. 19 122. 47 133 1921 2018 224 242s. 25. 26 2 646 2 37, or with Ka{, 

74 287, 20, 

61rws, 1 7 times. 
avaxwp€LI', 10 times. 
1rpoCTlpxw·8ai, 5 2 times. 
1rpoCTKVY£tv, 13 times. 
1rpoCT<ptp£tv, 14 times. 
CTvva'.ynv, 24 times. 
5xXoi. Mk. has 5xXos 37 times, 5xXoi once, eh. II (but 

D S1 a b c ff i k q txXos). On the other hand, Mt. has txXoi 30 

times, llxXos I7. 
For other phrases, see Hora Syn. pp. 4-7, 25-27, and above, 

p. lvf. 
Another characteristic of the editor's style is a tendency to 

repeat a phrase or construction two or three times at short 
intervals. This is particularly not_iceable at the beginning or close 
of a section. 

Cf. the following : 
(1) TOV 8£ 'I17CTov y£wr18lvro,-l8ov, 21. 

avaxwp17CTaYTWV 8£ afiTwv-18ov, 2 13• 

TEA€VT17CTaVTOS 8£ TOV 'Hp0)8ov loov, 219, 

(2) 1rapay{v£rnt, 31. 
" 313. 

(3) aKovCTas U, 412. 

r.£pt1ra,TWV Bl, 418, 

18wv 8l, 51. 

1 As arranged in the text of Westcott and Hort. 
2 This word is characteristic of Mt. only as contrasted with Mk. It is 

common in Lk. 
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(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 
(9) 

(10) 

{n) 

( I 2) 

THE TEXT 

Kara/3&.vn (o~) ile dJT(f (ov), 81• 

elcre>..06VTO<; (i) ile a,',TOV (0), 85• 

Kal EJ-t/30.vri airr't, 823• 

Kai e>..06ni aVT<tJ, 32s, 

Ka\ EJJ,/3~•• 91_ 
KUL -rrapayw11, 99, 
El, 5>..riv T~v y~v lKdYYJV, 926, 

£Y 6AYJ TV yfj £.Kdvn, 931• 

Ev f.1<.elvw -rW. KaipW, I 1 25 121. 

oi ile ev0lw; &.cplv;e,, 4 20. 22, 

ev0v, ill, 1421, 
ev0lw, ill, 1431, 

Kat ete>..0wv EKE'i0EV, 1521. 
Kat JJ,ETa/3as EKEi:0ev, I 529• 
~v /3acri>..e{av TOV 0eov, 2131, 

.;, f3acri>..e{a TOV 0eov, 2 I 43, 
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Kat KaTa/3aiv6VTwv a&wv-EYETE01.aTo afiToi,, I 79• 

Kat £A06YTWV-7rpO~A0EV aVTo/, l 714• 

avacrTpecpoµ.tvwV /le a&wv, I i 2• 

£A06YTWV /le aVTwV, l 724• 

d.AAYJV -rrapa/36AYJV -rrapl0YJKEV afiTots >..lywv, 1324• 31. 

tl.U71v -rrapa/3611.YJV i>..&.>..71crev afiTo'i,, 13:13• 

&µ.o{a EcrTi.v, 1344• 
-rr&.Aiv &µ.o{a £<TT{v, 1345. 47, 

THE TEXT. 

The task of an editor of the first Gospel is complicated by the 
fact that he not only has to decide questions bearing on the text 
of the first Gospel, but also to investigate the text of S. Mark. 
I am unable to assume that the edition of Westcott and Hort gives 
us a final text in either Gospel. In particular, I am inclined 
to believe that the second century readings, attested by the 
ecclesiastical writers of that century, and by the Syriac and Latin 
versions, are often deserving of preference. I have made no 
special study of the Latin versions, but some investigation of the 
Syriac versions has long convinced me that the Curetonian may 
be regarded as a revision of the text presented by the Sinaitic 
version ; and that whilst the former, when it differs from the 
Sinaitic, rarely retains an original reading, the latter is often of 
great importance. On the other hand, I cannot subscribe to the 
exaggerated estimate of the value of the Sinaitic versions taken by 
Dr. A. Merx.1 For the early Syriac versions, the student should 
study the admirable edition of Mr. Burkitt. 

1 Die Vier Canonischen Evangelien. 
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I have used the ordinary symbols for the Greek and Latin 
MSS. To those usually quoted add 

Ox = A papyrus fragment, containing Mt 1 1-9• 12• 14-20, published 
in Oxyrhynchus Papyri, i. 

The Syriac versions are quoted thus : 
S1 = the Sinaitic MS. 
S2 = the Curetonian. 
ss = the Peshitta. 
S4 = the Harclean. 
S5 = the Jerusalem Lectionary. 

The Old Latin (pre-Vulgate) MSS. are quoted under the 
ordinary letters (a b c, etc.), or in cases where several agree as 
latt. 

No attempt has been made to give the whole of the evidence 
for textual readings. The syllable al means " with other uncial 
MSS.," e.g. E F al means that a reading is attested by E F and 
other uncials. , 



AUTHORITIES.· 

ABBOTT, E. A., The Corrections of Mark. London, 1901. 
Johannine Vocabulary. London, 1905. 
Johannine Grammar. London, 1906. 

ABRAHAM, Die Apokalypse Abrahams. Herausgegeben von C. N. 
Bonwetsch. Leipzig, 1897. 

ADENEY, W. F., The Gospel according to the Hebrews (Hibbert 
Journal, Oct. 1904). 

Ascension of Isaiah. See Charles. 
Assumption of Moses. See Charles. 

BACHER, W., Die Agada der Tannaiten. Strassburg, 1884-1902. 
Die Exegetische Terminologie der Jiidischen Traditions

literatur. Leipzig, 1905. 
BACON, B. W., Jesus' Voice from Heaven (American Journal of 

Theology, ix. 458). · 
Baruch. See Charles. 
BIGG, C., The Church's Task under the Roman Empire. Oxford, 

1905. 
B1sCHOFF, E., Jesu und die Rabbinen. Leipzig, 1905. 
BLASS, F., Textkritische Bemerkungen zu Matthaus. Giitersloh, 

1900. 
Grammar of New Testament Greek. Translated by H. St. 

John Thackeray. London, 1898. 
BoussET, W., Die Religion des Judentums. Berlin, 1903. 
Box, G. H., The Gospel Narratives of the Nat£vity and the alleged 

Influence of Heathen Ideas (Interpreter, Jan. 1906). 
BRIGGS, C. A., Messianic Prophecy. Edinburgh, 1886. 

The Messiah of the Gospels. Edinburgh, 1894. 
New Light on the Life of Jesus. Edinburgh, 1904. 
Cn'ticism and the Dogma of the Virgin-Birth (North 

American Review, June 1906). 
BURKITT, F. C., Evangelion Da-Mepharreshe. Cambridge, 1904. 

The Gospel History and its Transmission. Edinburgh, 1906. 
BURTON, E. DE WITT, Pn'nciples of Literary Cn"tidsm and the 

Synoptic Problem. Chicago, 1904. 
lxxxix 



XC AUTHORITIES 

CHARLES, R. H., The Book of Enoch. Oxford, 1893. 
The Book of the Secrets of Enoch. Oxford, 1896. 
The Apocalypse of Baruch. London, 1896. 
The Assumption of Moses. London, 1897. 
The Ascension of Isaiah. London, 1900. 
The Book of Jubilees. London, 1902. 
Eschatology, Hebrew-Jeun'sh and Christian. London, 1899. 
The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (Hibbert Journal, 

April 1905. 
CHASE, F. H., The Lord's Prayer in the Early Church (Texts and 

Studies, vol. i.). 
The Lord's Command to Baptize (Journal of Theological 

Studies, vi. 481 ff.). 
CHEYNE, T. K., Galilee, Sea of (Encyclopredia Biblica, ii, 1635). 
CHWOLSON, D., Das Letzte Passamahl Chn'sti und der Tag Seines 

Todes. St. Petersburg, 1892. 
Ueber das Datum im Evangelium Matthi:it~ 2617 (Monats

schrift fiir Geschichte und Wissenschaft des J uden
thums, lxxiii. 537 ff.). 

Concordance to the Septuagint (Hatch and Redpath). Oxford, 
1897-1906. 

Concordance to the New Testament (Moulton and Geden). Edin
burgh, 1897. 

CoNYBEARE, F. C., Article in the Guardian. April 29, 1903. 
Article in the ZeitschnJt fiir die Neutestamentliche Wz'ssen

schaft, 1901, 275 ff. 
CooK, S. A.. The Laws of Moses and the Code of Hammurabi. 

London, 1903. 

DALMAN, G., The Words of Jesus. Authorised English Version by 
D. M. Kay. Edinburgh, 1902. 

Grammatik des Jiidisch-Palastinischen Aramiiisch. Leipzig, 
1905. 

Aramaisch-Neuhebri:iisches Wiirterbuch. Frankfurt, 1897. 
DEISSMANN, G. A., Bible Studies. Authorised translation by A. 

Grieve. Edinburgh, 1903. 
Dictionary of the Bible. Edited by J. Hastings. Edinburgh, 

1898-1904. 
Dictionary of Christ and of the Gospels. Edited by J. Hastings, 

vol. i. Edinburgh, 1906. 
· D1TTENBERGER, G., S_ylloge Jnscriptionum Grrecarum. Lipsfre, 

1888-1901. 
DITTMAR, W., Vetus TestamentuminNovo. Gottingen, 1899-1903. 
DRIVER, S. R., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Deutero

nomy. Edinburgh, 1895. 
The Book of Daniel (Cam b. Bib.). Cambridge, 1900. 



AUTHORITIES xci 

DRIVER, S. R., Son of Man (Dictionary of the Bible, iv. 5 79 ff.). 
Poor (Dictionary of the Bible, iv. 19 ff.). 

DRUMMOND, J., The Use and Meaning of the Phrase "Son of 
Man " in the Synoptic Gospels (Journal of Theological 
Studies, April, July 1901). 

EDMUNDS, A. J., Buddhist and Christian Gospels. Tokyo, 1905. 
Enoch. See Charles. 
Encyclopa:dia Biblica (Cheyne and Black). London, 1899-1903. 

FIEBIG, P., Alt_jiidische Gleichnisse. Tiibingen, 1904. 
FRIEDLANDER, M., Die Religiosen Bewegungen Innerhalb des Juden-

tums im Zeitalter Jesu. Berlin, 1905. 

GouLD, E. P., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel 
according to St. Mark. Edinburgh, 1896. 

GRENFELL and HUNT. See Papyri. 
GRESSMANN, H., Der Ursprung der Israelitisch-jiidischen Eschato

logie. Gottingen, 1905. 
GUNKEL, H., Zum religionsgeschichtlichen Verstandnis des Neuen 

Testaments. Gottingen, 1903. 

HARNACK, A., Lukas der Arzt. Leipzig, 1906. 
HARRIS, J. RENDEL, Fragments of the Commentary of Ephrem. 

Cambridge. 
HATZIDAKIS, G. N., Einleitung in die Neugn·echische Grammatik. 

Leipzig, 1902. 
HAWKINS, Rev. Sir J. C., Bart., M.A., Hora: Synopticce. Oxford, 

1899. 
HEITMULLER, W., Im Namen Jesu. Gottingen, 1903. 
HENNECKE, E., Neutestamentliche Apokryphen. Tiibingen, 1904. 
HERFORD, R. T., Christianity in Talmud and Midrash. London, 

1903. 
HERWERDEN, Lexicon Grcecum Suppletorium et Dialecticum. Com

posuit H. van Herwerden. Lugduni Batavorum, 1902. 
HILGENFELD, A., Zeitschrift fiir Wissenschaftliche Theologie, xxxviii. 

447 ff. 

JEREMIAS, A., Babyloni'sches Im Neuen Testament. Leipzig, 1905. 
JOHNS, The Oldest Code of Laws in the World. Edinburgh, 1903; 
JosEPHI Opera. Ed. B. Niese. Berolini, 1887-1895. 
f ubilees. See Charles. 

KAIBEL, G., Epigrammata Grceca. Berolini, 1878. 
KENNEDY, H. A. A., Sources of New Testament Greek. Edin

burgh, 1895. 



xcii AUTHORITIES 

KRAUSS, S., Das Leben Jesu nach Judischen Quellen. Berlin, 1902. 

LAIBLE, H., Jesus Christus im Thalmud. Leipzig, 1900. 
LAKE, K., The Influence of Textual Cri'ti'ci'sm on the Exegesis of the 

New Testament!. Oxford, 1904. 
LENDRUM, W. T., "Moth" and "Rust" (Classical Review, July 

1906). 
LETRONNE, Recuei'l des Inscriptions Grecques et Lati'nes de l' Egypte. 
LEVY, J., Neuhebriii'sches und Chaldiiisches Worterbuch. Leipzig, 

1876-1889. 
LIETZMANN, H., Der Menschensohn. Leipzig, 1896. 
LIGHTFOOT, J., Hone Hebraicce et Talmudi'cce. Lipsire, 1575. 
LIGHTFOOT, J.B., Saint Paul's Epistle to the Philippians. London, 

1879. 
AOl'IA IHCOY, Sayings of our Lord. From an Early Greek 

Papyrus. London, 1897. 
New Sayings of Jesus and Fragment of a Lost Gospel. 

London, 1904. 

Mechilta in Ugolini Thesaurus, xiv. Venice, 1752. 
MERX, A., Das Evangelium Matthiius. Berlin, 1902. 

Die Evangelien des Markus und Lukas. Berlin, 1905. 
Midrashim, German translation, by A. Wiinsche. Leipzig, 1880-

1885. 
MOULTON, J. H., A Grammar of New Testament Greek, vol. i., 

Prolegomena. Edinburgh, 1906. 
MOULTON, W. F., and GEDEN, A., Concordance to the Greek Testa

ment. Edinburgh, 1897. 

NESTLE, E., Novi Testamenti Supplementum. Lipsire, 1896. 
"Anise" and" Rue" (Expository Times, Aug. 1904, p. 

528). 

Oracula Sibyllina. Ed. J. Geffcken. Leipzig, 1902. 

PAPE, W., Wiirterbuch der Griechischen Eigennamen. Braunsch
weig, 1884. 

PAPYRI, Oxyrhynchus Papyri, i.-iv. Edited by B. P. Grenfell and 
A. S. Hunt. London, 1898-1904. 

Fayz'im Towns and their Papyri. Edited by B. P. Grenfell, 
A. S. Hunt, and D. G. Hogarth. London, 1900. 

Tebtuni's Papyri. Edited by B. P. Grenfell, A. S. Hunt, 
and J. G. Smyly. London, 1902. 

Amherst Papyn·, i. Edited by B. P. Grenfell and A S. 
Hunt. London, 1900. 

Pauli Acta. Herausgegeben von C. Schmidt. Leipzig, 1905. 



AUTHORITIES xciii 

PLUMMER, A., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel 
according to St. Luke. Edinburgh, 1896. 

PREUSCHEN, E., Antilegomena. Giessen, 1901. 
Psalms of Solomon. Edited by A. E. Ryle and M. R. James. 

Cambridge, 1891. 

RESCH, A., Aussercanoni'sche Paralleltexte zu den Evangeli'en, ii. 
Leipzig, 1894. 

RIGGENBACH, E., Der Trinitarische Taufbefehl. Giitersloh, 1903. 
ROBINSON, J. ARMITAGE, The Study of the Gospels. London, 1902. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians. London, 1904. , 
Isaiah, Ascension of (Dictionary of the Bible, iii. 499 ff.). 
Euthali'ana (Texts and Studies, vol. iii.). 

RORDAM, T. SKAT, What was the Lost End of Mark's Gospel? 
(Hibbert Journal, July 1905). 

SANDAY, W., Sacred Sites of the Gospels. London, 1903. 
SCHLATTER, A., Die Sprache und Heimat des Vi'erten Evangeliums. 

Giitersloh, 1902. 
SCHMIDT, N., The Prophet of Nazareth. New York, 1905. 
SCHOETTGEN, C., Hone Hebraica: et Talmudica:. Dresdre, 17 33-

1742. 
SCHURER, E., History of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus 

Christ, Translated by J. Macpherson. Edinburgh, 
1890. 

Siphra in Ugolini Thesaurus, xiv. Venice, 1752. 
Si'phri in Ugolini Thesaurus, xv. Venice, 17 53. 
SMITH, G. A., Historical Geography of the Holy Land. London, 

1894. 
STEPHANUS, H., Thesaurus Gra:ca: Lingua:. Parisiis, 1831-

1865. 
SWETE, H. P., The Gospel according to St. Mark. London, 

1898. 

TALMUD, Der Babylonische Talmud. Herausgegeben von Lazarus 
Goldschmidt. Berlin, 1897. 

TAYLOR, C., The Oxyrh,vnchus Logia. Oxford, 1899. 
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs in Grabe's Specilegium SS. 

Patrum ut et Ha:reticorum. Oxonire, 1598. 
THOMPSON, R. C., The Devils and Evil Spirits of Babylonia. 

London : vol. i., 1903. 

UsENER, H., Nativity (Encyclopredia Biblica, iii. 3340 ff.). 

VoLz, P., Jiidische Eschatologie von Daniel bis Akiba. Tiibingen, 
1903. 



xciv AUTHORITIES 

VoN OEFELE, F., Die Angaben der Berliner Planatentafel, p. 8279. 
Berlin, 1903. 

VOTAW, C. W., Sermon on the Mount (Dictionary of the Bible, 
Extra Volume, 1 ff.). 

WEBER,Judische Theologie. Leipzig, 1897. 
WELLHAUSEN, J., Das Evangelium Marci, 1903. 

Das Evangelium Matthai, 1904. 
Das Evangelium Luca, 1904. . 
Einleitung in Die Drei Ersten Evangelien, 1905. Berlin: 

G. Reimer, 1905. 
Skizzen und Vorarbet'ten. Berlin, 1899. 

WESTCOTT and HORT, The New Testament in the Original Greek. 
Introduction. London, 1896. 

WINER, G. B., Grammatik des Neutestamentlichen Sprachidioms. 
Bearbeitet von P. W. Schmiedel, 1 Theil, 1894; 2 Theil, 
i. 1897, ii. 1898. Gottingen. 

W1NER-SCHMIEDEL, Grammatik des Neutestamentlichen Sprach
idioms. Gottingen, 1894. 

WRIGHT, A., Synopsis of the Gospels in Greek. London, 1903. 

ZAHN, T., Forschungen fur Geschichte des Neutestamentlichen 
Kanons. Erlangen, 1881-1903. 

Geschichtedes Neutestamentlichen Kanons. Erlangen, 1888-
1890. \ 

Einleitung in das Neue Testament. Leipzig, 1897-1899. 
Das Evangelium des Matthiius. Leipzig, 1903. 



ABBREVIATIONS. 

JEsch. 
Am. Pap. 
Anth. P.. 
Aph. 
Apoll. R. 
Aq. 
Arist. 
Aristoph. 
Asc. ls . . 
Ass. Mos. 
B .. 
Bab. 
BU 

Burk. 
Class. Rev. 
Clem. Alex. 
Dalm. 
DB. 
DCG. 
Deissm. 
Demosth. 
Diat. 
Diod. 
Dion. H. 
Ditt. Syll. 
Encycl. Bib. 
Eph. 
Epict. 
Eus. 
Ev. Pet. 
Exp. Tt'mes 
Hdt. 

(See also p. lxxxviii.) 

--+

JEschylus. 
Amherst Papyri. 
Anthologia Palatina. 
Aphraates. 
Apollonius Rhodius. 
Aquila. 
Aristotle. 
Aristophanes. 
Ascension of Isaiah. 
Assumption of Moses. 
Babylonian Talmud. 

" " Aegyptische Urkunden aus den Koenig-
lichen Museum zu Berlin, 1892 ff. 

Burkitt. 
Classical Review. 
Clement of Alexandria. 
Dalman. 
Dictionary of the Bible (Hastings). 
Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels. 
Deissmann. 
Demosthenes. 
Diatessaron of Tatian. 
Diodorus. 
Dionysius Halicarnassus. 
Dittenberger Sylloge. 
Encyclopcedia Biblica. 
Ephrem Syrus. 
Epictetus. 
Eusebius. 
Evangelium Petri. 
Expository 'Ifmes. 
Herodotus. 

XCV 



xcvi 

Hor. Heb. 
Hor. Syn. 
Iren. 

Jer. 
Jos. 
JThS. 
Jub. 
Just. Mart. 
latt. 
LXX 
Luc. 
Onq. 
Or. Sib .. 
Ox. Pap. 
Plut. 
Polyb. 
Ps.-Sol. 
Sib. Or . • 
Sym. 
Targ. 
Tat. 
Teb. Pap. 
Tert. 
Th. 
Wellh. 
WH. 
Win.-Schm. 
Xen. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Hora Hebraica (Lightfoot). 
Hora Synoptica (Hawkins). 
Iremeus. 
Jerusalem Talmud. 

• Josephus. 
Journal of Theological Studies. 
Jubilees. 
Justin Martyr. 
Manuscripts of the Old Latin Version. 
The Septuagint Version. 
Lucian. 
The Targum of Onkelos. 
Sibylline Oracles. 
Oxyrhynchus Papyri. 
Plutarch. 
Polybius. 
The Psalms of Solomon. 
Sibylline Oracles. 
Symmachus. 
Targum. 
Tatian. 
Tebtunis Papyri. 
Tertullian. 
Theodotion. 
W ellhausen. 
Westcott and Hort. 
Winer-Schmiedel. 
Xenophon. 

The letters in the margin of the Commentary denote the 
sources from which the words are dra:wn : 

E editorial passages. 
L the Matthrean Logia. 
M the Second Gospel. 
0 quotations from the Old Testament borrowed from a 

collection of Messianic prophecies. See pp. lxi f. 
P Palestinian traditions. 
X passages in which Mt. and Lk. agree closely, 

borrowed from an unknown source or sources. 



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

S. MATTHEW. 

A.-I. II. BmTH AND INFANCY OF THE MESSIAH. 

I. 1-17. His Genealogy. 

I. 1. Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son E 
of Abraham.] {:Jt[:J>..o-. '}'£V£<T£W'> is clearly borrowed from Gn 2 4" 

LXX. So far as the Hebrew of that passage is concerned, 
"These are the generations," etc., would seem to close the pre
ceding section. But it is probable that the LXX translator 
connected it rather with 2 4b-426• .This section contains J's narra
tives of the creation of man, of the garden, of the Fall, of the 
birth of Cain and Abel, and of the descendants of Cain down to 
Lamech; ending with the births of Seth and of his son. ylivE<Tt<; 
here, therefore, covers the genealogy of mankind from Adam to 
Seth, and includes a good deal of narrative-matter relating to this 
period. In Gn 51 f:J{f:J>..o-. '}'Evlu£w'> occurs again, and here covers 
the genealogy of Adam as far as Japheth (532), with an appended 
history containing an account of the wickedness of men in the 
days of Noah (61-8). In 69 occurs the shorter superscription a~rai 
OE ai yu,luEt'> NwE, introducing the account of the Flood, 69-929• 
In 101 avrai OE ai y£v£<T£t, rwv viwv NwE introduces a list of the 
descendants of Noah, with an appended narrative of the tower of 
Babel (n1-9). In n 10 avmi ai yEviuEL'> '};~p, introduces a list of 
the descendants of that patriarch to Terah; and in 11 27 a similar 
formula ushers in the descendants of Terah. It is therefore 
clear that to a Jewish Christian writer acquainted with the LXX, 
71 {:Jlf:J>..o-. '}'EVE<TEW'>, or avrai ai y£v£<TEL'>, was a biblical phrase which 
might be used to describe a narrative containing, as in the case of 
Noah, a list of descendants, and some account of the life of the 
person named. In strict analogy we should expect /3{/3>..o-. '}'El!(<TEWS 

I 
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'A{3pa&.µ.. But, since for the editor the main interest centred in 
the person of Chris_t rather than of Abraham, it was not unnatural 
for him to depart from literary usage in this respect. It seems 
probable that the title should be taken as covering not the whole 
Gospel, but only that portion of it which gives Christ's ancestry 
and the circumstances of His birth and childhood. 

· 'I17croil Xpia-Tov.] This collocation is rare in the Synoptic 
Gospels. It occurs here, 1 18 ' 16211 Mk 1 1 only. Also in Jn 117 

178 XplcrT~ has become a proper name, and lost its adjectival 
force. For the history of Xp{crToi; as a Messianic title, see Dalm. 
Words, 289 ff.-viov aave{o] For "Son of David" as a title 
of the Messiah, see Dalm. Words, 319 ff.-v!oil 'Af3paaµ.] Cf. 
He 2 16 (1"7r£pµ.«TO<; 'Af3paaµ. £7rtA.ap,{3avETat. The descent of the 
Messiah from Abraham is emphasised in Test. Levi 8. Cf. Volz, 
Jitd. Eschat. 2 1 6. 

The genealogy which follows was probably compiled by the 
editor for the purpose of his Gospel. (a) In accordance with this 
purpose he carries back the genealogy to Abraham, the first 
founder of the Jewish race. (b) He inserts details which are out 
of place in a strict genealogy, but which are in harmony with the 
theme of his Gospel, e.g. £K rrji; ®ap,ap, v.8 ; £K T~<; 'Paxa/3, v.4 ; 

£K rrji; 'Pov0, v. 5 ; EK ,-~i; ,-ov Ovpfov, v.6• These names are prob
ably introduced as those of women, in whose case circum
stances were overruled by the divine providence which, as it might 
have seemed, should have excluded them from a place in the 
ancestral line of the Messiah. They were in a sense forerunners 
of the Virgin Mary. (c) The division into three groups of fourteen 
names also has its purpose. In David the family rose to royal 
power (aaveio ,-ov f3acriM.a, v.6). At the Captivity it lost it again. 
In the Christ it regained it. 

For the names in the genealogy the compiler naturally had 
recourse to the Old Testament so far as that availed him. He 
appears to have used the LXX text. 

V.2 comes from I Ch 1 84 21, v.8 from I Ch 2 4• 5• 9, vv.4-6a 

from I Ch 2 10-18, vv.6b-ll from I Ch 35• 10-15, vv.12• 18 to Zopo
f3af3eX from l Ch 317-19• The names in vv.18-16 come from an 
unknown source, probably from information received from Christ's 
relations. 

E 2. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob 
begat Judah and his brethren.] 'Af3paaµ. Jyiwqcr, ,-ov 'lcraa.K, from 
1 Ch 184 Kal lylvV'Y/crev 'A{3paaµ. Tov 'Icraa.K. In the next clause 
'lo.Kw/3 comes from I Ch 1 84, where the Heb. has "Israel." This 
is at the outset a hint that the compiler is using the LXX rather 
than the Hebrew.-'Iovoav Kal TOV<; aOEA.cpot!<; avTov] The compiler 
borrows 'Iovoa from I Ch 21, and then summarises the brethren 
whose names are there given as ,-ovs &.oeXcf>ovs avTov. The fact 
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that he mentions the brethren at all suggests that he has this 
verse in Chronicles before him. 

8. And Judah begat Phares and Zara from Tamar; and Phares E 
begat Esrom; and Esrom begat A ram.] Clause a is from I Ch 2 4 Kal 
®aµ.ap T/ VVJJ,<p'Y} alirov frEKEV alirce TOV <Pap£<; Kal TOV Zap&.. The fact 
that the compiler adds Kal TOV Zapa £K 'T17'i ®aµ.ap, which is quite 
superfluous in a genealogy proper, shows that he had I Ch 2 4 

before him. Zapa. is the Septuagintal form of n:_it. On the 
editor's special reason for mentioning Tamar, see above.-'Eupwµ.] 
Jn I Ch 2 9 B has 'EuEpwv, A Luc. 'Eupwµ,. In I Ch 2 5 B has 
'Apuwv, B " 1 

b 1 'EupJv, A Luc. 'EupJµ.. Elsewhere· 'EupJµ. is 
peculiar to A Luc., never appearing in B. Its use in Mt. shows 
that the compiler was using Septuagintal forms, and not trans
literating the Hebrew.-'Apa.µ.J In I Ch 2 9 'Apaµ. appears as a 
son of 'EupJµ.. 

4. _And Ara11t begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; E 
and Naasson begat Salmon.]-'Apdµ.J In I Ch 2 10 B has 'A.ppa.v, 
but A Luc. 'Apaµ..-'Aµ.wa8a.{3] In I Ch 2 10 B has 'Aµ.nvaM.{3, 
but A Luc. 'Aµ.wa8af3. Naauuwv and -:SaXµ.Jv come from I Ch 
2 10- 11• They are the Septuagintal forms of ~td,:i~ and ~~~~-

5. And Naasson begat Boes from Rahab; dnd Boes begat Iobed E 
from Ruth; and Iobed begat Jessai.]-B6o'] In I Ch 211· 12 B 
has B6o,, but A Luc. {360,.-lK Tij, 'Paxd/3] For the insertion, 
see on v.1• 'Paxa/3 is not a S~ptuagintal form. This version. 
uniformly has 'Paa.{3. However, .Josephus has .;, 'Paxdf37J or 
'Paa/37/, Ant. v. 8, II, 15. The editor adopts here a form which 
represents the Hebrew more nearly than 'Pad/3. 'lw/3~8 and 
'forual are the Septuagintal forms of i::iill and '~: or 1td•~- They 
come from I Ch 2 12, where B has '0{3~8 and A 'Iw/3~8. 

6. And Jessai begat David the king.] The insertion of "the E 
king," which was perhaps suggested by l{3au0,wu£V, 1 Ch 34 

or by Ru 422 LXX A, marks the close of the first division of the 
genealogy. At this point the family obtained royal power. 
tl.avEf.8 is the Septuagintal form. For Tov {3aui"A.fo, cf. also Jos. 
Ant. v. ix. 4 :-" From Obed came Jessai, and from him David 
the king (b {3aui"A.ivua,), and left the sovereignty to his sons 
for twenty-one generations. I thought it necessary to recount 
the history of Ruth, because I wished to show the power of 
God, that He can advance even the ignoble to splendid dignity ; 
such as that to which He brought David, though born of such 
parents." 

6, 7. And David begat Solomon from the wife of Uriah; and 
Solomon begat Roboam.] 1 Ch i· 10.--:SoXoµ.wva] The LXX A B 
has -:Sa"A.wµ.Jv, Luc. -:Sa"A.oµ.wv, Josephus -:So"A.oµ.wv. 'Po{3odµ. is the 
Septuagintal form.-lK 7'17• Tov Ollpif.ov] Perhaps suggested to 
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the editor by I Ch 35• For the insertion of a woman's name, see 
on v.1• Ovpdov is the Septuagintal form. 

E 7, 8. And Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asaph; and 
Asaph begat Joshaphat; and Joshaphat begat Joram.] Cf. I Ch 
310. n.-'A,8,a] LXX A B has 'A,8wi, Luc. 'A,8ui. Josephus 
'A,8{a.s.-'Aua.,f,J In I Ch. LXX A B Luc. has 'Au&., Josephus 
•Aa-a.vos. But Aua,f, is a Septuagintal form. See Burkitt, Evan
gelion Da-Mepharreshe, 203. 'Iwua.,f,aT and 'Iwpd.µ. are Septuagintal 
forms. Josephus has 'Iwua,f,aToi; and 'U,pa.µ.os. 

E 8 1 9. And Joram begat Ozias; and Ozias begat Joatham ,- and 
Joatham begat Ahaz ,- and Ahaz begat Hezekias.] Cf. 1 Ch 311• 12• 

Joram begat Ozias. Commentators usually note that Mt. has 
here omitted three kings, Ahaziah, J oash, and Amaziah. But this 
is not the case. 1 Ch 311 records that 'O{mf was the son of 
Joram. That is to say, Mt. follows the LXX of the Chronicles. 
Mt. continues: 'O{da.,; 0£ eylvVYf<T£ T6V 'Iwa0aµ.. The Chronicler 
LXX has 'Iwa<; VL6, a.~ov, 'Aµ.a.u{a.,; VL6<; a.vTOv, 'A{a.p,a VL6<; a.vTOv, 
'Iwa.0av VL6<; avrov. That is to say, Mt. has omitted not Ahaziah 
='O{da,, Joash, and Amaziah, but Joash, Amaziah, and Azariah 
= Uzziah. The reason must be sought in I Ch 311 LXX. The 
son of Joram is there called 'O{na. Now for Ahaziah the LXX 
generally has 'Oxo{da.,, whilst '0{£,a is generally the equivalent of 
Uzziah, e.g. 2 Ch 263lf·. 'O{na in I Ch 311 is possibly a mistake. 
Mt. as he copied it seems naturally enough to have connected it 
with Uzziah, and so to have passed on to this king's son, Jotham, 
thus omitting unconsciously the three intervening kings. Or the 
copy of the LXX which he followed may have made the omission 
for the same reason.-'0{£{a.s] The Septuagintal forms are 'O{na., 
B; 'O{fos, A Luc.-'Iwa0aµ.] The LXX A B has 'Iwa.0av, but 
Luc. 'Iw0au.-"Axa.{] The LXX A B has "Axa.s, but Luc. "Axa.{. 
'E{£K{a.,; is the LXX form. 

E 10. And Hezekiah begat Manasseh ,- and Manasseh begat 
Amos; and Amos begat Josiah.]-Ma.va.<T0"1J'>] So LXX, Josephus. 
-'Iwu£{a.,] LXX A B has 'Iwuna; but Luc. 'Iwu{a.,;; so Josephus. 
-'Aµ.w,;] LXX B has 'Aµ.vwv, A1 1 B"b 'Aµ.w,;. Josephus, "Aµ.wuo,; 
or 'Aµ.µ.wv. 

E 11. And Josiah begat Jerhoniah and his brethren, at the time 
of the captivz'ty into BabJ·lon.] Ka.l Tov,; a.O£A,f,ovs a.vrov is inserted 
because in I Ch 315 the names of the brethren of Jehoiakim are 
recorded just as the same words occur in v.2, because the brethren 
of Judah are registered in I Ch 2 1• 

The verse as it stands gives rise to great difficulties, because 
J ehoiakim has been omitted. But the text must be corrupt. As 
it stands there are only thirteen names in the third division, 
beginning with Salathiel. And this is impossible in view of v.17• 

If we suppose that 'I"xov{a.v in v. 11 is a corruption for 'Iwa.K1a{µ., 



I. 11-16.] BIRTH AND INFANCY OF THE MESSIAH S 

everything is plain. The Kal. Tovs &.8e>..<f,ovs is then due to I Ch 
315, where the names of Jehoiakim's brethren are given.~i1rl. Tijs 
µeTotKeulas J JLETOtKeu{a, a rare word. It occurs ten times in the 
LXX, besides only Anth. P. 7. 731. The mention of the Captivity 
closes the second division of the genealogy. In the generation of 
J echoniah the family lost the royal power to which it had risen in 
the person of .David. 

12. And after the captivity into Babylon, Jechoniah begat Sala- E 
thiel.] From r Ch 317• 

12, 13. And Salathi'el begat Zorobabel; and Zorob(lbel begat E 
Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim.] In I Ch 319 the Hebrew 
represents Zerubbabel as the son of Pedaiah. But the LXX B A 
gives Kal. viol. la>..a0i~>.. Zopof3af3e>.., K.T.A. The editor is therefore 
clearly using the LXX. It seems clear that up to this point the 
editor has been using the LXX of I Ch 1-3. For ( 1) the names 
are given in the forms of the LXX. The only apparent exceptions 
are 'Auacf, and 'Paxa/3. The latter does not occur in I Ch 1-3, 
and the editor substitutes a traditional form for the 'Paa.{3 of the 
LXX. (2) Several of the details in Mt. are explained by his use 
of the LXX of I Ch., e.g. (a) 'IaKC:,/3, v.2• So LXX I Ch 134, 
Heb. ~~;~- (b) 'Iwpaµ. 8E lyivv-qo-£ T6V ·o,{av (v.9). So LXX 
1 Ch 311• (c) la>..a0i~>.. 8E lyl.vv'YJ<TE T6v Zopo/3af3e>.. (v. 13). So 
LXX I Ch 319• Other details in the genealogy point to a use 
of I Ch. but not necessarily of the LXX version, e.g. (a) Kdl. Tovs 
&.8e>..cpovs avrov (v.2), is explained by I Ch 2 1• 2 ; (b) Kal. T6V Zapa 
EK Tijs ®aµap (v.3), by reference to I Ch 2 4 ; (c) Kal. TOVS &.8e>.cpovs 
avrov (v.11), by reference to I Ch 315• 

For the names which follpw, the editor is dependent on other 
information. 

13, 14. And Eliakim begat Azor,· and Azor begat Sadok; and E 
Sadok begat Acheim; and Acheim begat Eliud.] 

15. And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; E 
and Matthan begat Jacob.] 

16. And Jacob begat Joseph. Joseph, to whom was espoused E 
Mary a virgin, begat Jesus, who is called Chnst.] Thus ends 
the third division of the genealogy. The family now regained in 
the Christ, the anointed King, the sovereignty which it had won 
in David and lost at the Captivity. There is no sufficient ground 
for supposing that the genealogy ever existed apart from the 
Gospel. The references to Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Batbsheba, can 
only be explained as due to the editor of the Gospel, who saw in 

. the life histories of these women a divine overruling of history 
from which a right understanding of Mary's virginity might be' 
drawn. Of course these references might have been inserted by 
the editor of the Gospel in a genealogy which he found ready 
made to his hand. But the artificial arrangement into three 
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groups of fourteen names reminds us of the not infrequent pre
dilection for arrangements in three which runs through the entire 
work. Cf. the following : three incidents of Christ's childhood, 
eh. 2 ; three incidents prior to His ministry, 3-411 ; three tempta
tions, 41-11 ; threefold interpretation of" do not commit murder," 
v.22 ; three illustrations of "righteousness," 61•18 ; three prohibi
tions, 619-76 ; three injunctions, 77•27 ; three miracles of healing, 
81-15 ; three miracles of power, 823-98 ; three complaints of His 
adversaries, 91-17 ; threefold answer to question about fasting, 
914-17; three incidents illustrating the hostility of the Pharisees, 1 2 ; 

three parables of sowing, 131•32 ; three sayings about" little ones," 
eh. 18; three parables of prophecy, 2128-2214 ; three parables of 
warning, 2482-2580. There is, further, no ground for the wide
spread belief that the genealogy is in itself a proof of a belief that 
Christ was the natural son of Joseph and Mary. This particular 
genealogy contains the condemnation of such a belief. The man 
who could compile it and place immediately after it 1 18·25, clearly 
did not believe that Christ was the son of Joseph. He inserted 
in the genealogy the references to the women and the relative 
clause "to whom was betrothed Mary a virgin," in order to antici
pate vv.18•25• In other- words, lylw-fJ<TE throughout the genealogy 
denotes legal, not physical descent. He had before him two 
traditional facts-(a) that Christ was born of a Virgin in a super
natural manner, (b) that He was the Messiah, i.e. the Son of 
David. How could a Jewish Christian, indeed how could anyone, 
reconcile these facts otherwise than by supposing that Mary's 
husband was the legal father of Christ? So non-natural a sense of 
fatherhood may seem strange to us, but the fact of the super
natural birth which gave rise to it is stranger. Whatever we may 
think of it, this was the belief of the editor of the Gospel ; so that 
there is no ground for the widespread opinion that the existence 
of a genealogy of Christ is proof of an underlying belief that He 
was the natural son of Joseph and Mary. If the editor simply 
tried to give expression to the two facts which had come down to 
him by tradition-the fact of Christ's supernatural birth, and the 
fact that He was the Davidic Messiah, and did not attempt a 
logical synthesis of them, who shall blame him? 

E 17. Therefore all the generations from Abraam to David 
~re fourteen generations,- and from Dav_id to the Captivity into 
Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the Captivity into 
Babylon to the Christ are fourteen generations.] The artificial 
<;haracter of the genealogy is obvious from this verse. The 
irrangement into three will be found to be characteristic of this 
Gospel. The grouping into three fourteens may be due to the 
fact that in the Hebrew name David= in, there are three letters, 
and that the numerical value of these letters is 4 + 6 + 4 = 14. 
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" By this means the genealogy was invested with the character 
of a sort of numerical acrostic on the name David" ( G. H. Box, 
Interpreter, Jan. 1906, p. 199). 

The genealogy thus constructed is no mere antiquarian attempt 
to discover genealogical facts. The writer is interested in the 
question whether Jesus was legally descended from David, and 
believes that this was the case. But his interest in this point 
arises from some other than a purely antiquarian motive. The 
clue to this motive is furnished by the insertion of the women. 
Why did the compiler think it necessary to safeguard in this 
manner the fact of the supernatural birth and of Marfs innocence. 
The reason can hardly be any other than that these things were 
already the ground of anti-Christian polemic on the part of the 
Jews. Celsus, c. A,D, 170-180, is already acquainted with the 
Jewish slander that Jesus was born out of wedlock; cf. Orig. 
Contra Celsum, i. 28, 32, 33, 39. And we may be sure that the 
Christian tradition of the supernatural birth which lies behind the 
first and third Gospels evoked Jewish slander as soon as it became 
known to the Jews. For the later Jewish forms of this slander 
cf. Laible, Jesus Chri'stus im Talmud; Herford, Chrz'st£anity in 
Talmud and Midrash; Krauss, Das Leben Jesu nach Judischen 
Quellen. 

I. 1. Aavelo] So ~ A B C D al. The LXX has Aavela or Arwlo ; 
Josephus Aavlo11s or Aaf3lo11s,_!Af3padµ,] So LXX. Josephus has 'AfJpaµ,os, 
Af3paµ,11s (once), '.A.fJpadµ, rarely. 

2. 'LradK] So LXX. Josephus "Io-aKos,_!foKw{J] So LXX. Josephus 
laKw{3os.-'foaa.K oe] Orn. oe here and throughout S1 2• 

s. 'Iouoas] LXX has 'Iovods or 'Iovod. In I Ch 21 'Iovo&., B ; 'Iouoas, 
Luc.; 'Iouoas, J osephus.-Zapd] B Ox Zape, LXX Zapd, Josephus Zdpa.ros or 
'Efe>.oos.-<l>apes] So LXX; Josephus <l>d.peo-os.~E,rpwµ,] LXX has 'E,rpwµ, 
(not B), 'E,repwv, 'E,rpwv, 'E,1pwv, .A.po-wv. In I Ch 2 3 'Ap<Twv, B; 'Eo-pwv, 
B"' bT mg; 'E,rpwµ,, A Luc. In I Ch 2 9 'Eo-epwv, B; 'E,rpwv, B& b; 'E,rpwµ,, , 
A Luc.-'.Apdµ,] In I Ch 2 9 LXX B has '.A.pdµ,; in v.10 'Appdv, but A Luc. 
'.A.pdµ,. 

4. '.A.µ,1va8df3, ~ C al; 'Aµe1vaod.f3, B A. In I Ch 2 10 LXX B has 
'Aµ,eivaod{J, A Luc. '.A.µ,1vaadf3, Josephus '.A.,uivdoa{Jos.-Naa,r,rwv] So LXX. 
-'l:,a>.µ,wv] In I Ch 2 11 Heb. has ico~111, LXX B Luc. 'l:,a>.µwv, A 'l:,a>.µ,dv. 

5. Bofr] ~ B Ox k ; Boos, C 33 ; Boo.1, EK al; LXX has Boos, Boo,1. 
In I Chr 2 11• 12 B Boos, A Luc. Boo.1, Josephus Boa,1os, Bow.111s,-'PaxdfJ] 
LXX 'PadfJ. Jose~hus 'Padf311, 'PaxdfJ11,-'Iwf3,jo]NBOx; 'Of3,j5, EKal; 
LXX has 'Of3110, Iwf31Jo (A), In I Ch 2 12• 13 B Luc. 'Of3110, A 'Iwf311a, 
Josephus 'Of3,jo11s.-'Pov8] So LXX; Josephus 'Pov811,-'Ie,r,ral] So LXX; 
Josephus 'Ie,r,rafos. 

6. 2:o>.oµ,wva] LXX has 'Za>.wµwv, 'l:.a>.oµ,wv, 2:a>._wµ,w, 'l:.o>.oµ,wv (A). In 
I Ch 33 'l:.a>.wµ,,J,v, Luc. 2:a>.oµ.wv, Josephus 2:o>.oµ,wv.-Oilpelov] B Ox. 

7. 'Po{3odµ] So LXX; Josephus 'Pof3oaµ,os.-'.A.f31d] LXX '.A.ffod, 'Af31d; 
Josephus 'AfJlas.-'A,rdrp] NB CD iuc Ox. i. 209, 543, 700, k al. LXX has 
'Ava, Josephus"Ao-avos. 

8. 'Iw,rarj,dr] LXX 'lw,rarj,dr, 'Iwo-arj,dO. In I Ch ]1° 'Iw,rarpdr, Josephus 
'Iwo-drj,aros.-'Iwpdµ,] So LXX; Tosephus 'Iwpa,uos. -'O(elav] S2 has "Ahazia; 
Ahazia begat Joash; Joash bega"t Amozia." So Aphr. 
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9. 'Otelas] N* B*; LXX has 'Ot«d, 'Ot,d, 'Otelas, 0,1las. In I Ch 
J11 '0,1ela, B; '01,ds, A Luc.; Josephus '05la,.-'Iwa0aµ] So LXX; Josephus 
'Iwd0aµas, 'Iw0aµ11s, 'lwva011s,_:Axat] LXX has "Axat, • Axas. In I Ch 
313 "Axas, AB"Axat, Luc. Josephus"Axatos.-'EI"<Klas] So LXX, Josephus. 

10. 'AµrfJr, N B C D Iuo Ox; LXX 'Aµ11rfJ11, 'AµµrfJv, 'AµrfJs. In I Ch 
J14 B has 'Aµ11w11, B•b Allvelfortea 'Aµws, Luc. 'Aµwv, Josephus 'Aµµw11, 
"Aµwtros. 

11. 'lwtrelas] NBD Inc; LXX has 'Iwtrelar, 'Iwtrlas; Josephus 'Iwtrlas.
Toll 'I•xavlav] We must read here TOIi 'IwaKelµ Kai TOVS aoeA<f,ous ctVTOU. 
'IwaKElµ lie eylv1111tr• Toll 'Iexo11la11 brl Tijs µeT01Ketrlas BafJvAwvos. So sub
stantially M U al S4 s• with asterisk. 

12. :2:a">,.a0,,j">,.] So LXX; Josephus :2:a'Xa0l11'Xos.-ZopofJdfJeA] So LXX; 
Josephus Zopo/3d/311Aos. 

16. On the text, see the admirable note of Mr. Burkitt, Evangelion da 
Mepharreshe, ii. 258 ff. The reading of NB al is: 'IaKwfJ oe i-yev1111tr< TOIi 
'IwtrrJ</> Toll /J,vopa Maplas if rjs eyevv,)011 'I 110-ous o ">,.e-y6µ,evos XpitrTos. Besides 
this there is a second reading: 'IaKwfJ oe i-ylvv11tr< Tov 'lwtr7J</> c;; µv11trTw0e'itra 
,rap0evos Map,aµ eye11v11tr• 'l11trouv Toll ">,.e-y6µevov Xpt<IT6v. This is the reading 
of the Ferrar group, 346, 556, 826, 828. So S2 Jacob begat Joseph, him to 
whom was betrothed Mary the Virgin, she who bare Jesus the Messiah. So, 
too, the old latt a b c d g k q. So, too, the text which underlies the Armenian; 
cf. Robinson, Euthalz'ana, p. 82. Besides these two readings, S1 has a third : 
"Jacob begat Joseph. Joseph, to whom was betrothed Mary the Virgin, 
begat Jesus, called the. Messiah." Burkitt believes this to be a paraphrase of 
the reading of the Ferrar group, and thinks that S2 is derived from it. In 
this last point he is no doubt right. S2 is, as a whole, dependent on S1, and 
it is therefore probable that S1 has the earlier reading here. But it is 
questionable whether S1 does not represent a Greek text found nowhere else 
(not in the Dialogue of Timothy and Aquila; see Burkitt, p. 265), namely, 
'IaKwfJ oe E')'fVll1JfTE TOIi 'Iwtrf/<f,. 'I Wtr1)<f, oe IP µP1JfTTEV0Ewa rjv Map,aµ ,rap0lvos 
eyevv1JG'< 'l11G'ouv Tov ">,.e-yoµ,11011 XptG'T6v. Burkitt objects that "the practice 
of the writer is to interpose no words between the name and the verb i-yl11v1JG'E, 
so that the clause c;; µv1JG'r<v0eiG'a ,rap0. M. ought to follow the first mention 
of Joseph, not the second." But the relative clause is clearly required in 
close connection with E'YEVV1JG'< in order to qualify it, meaning "begat," but 
"from a virgin," i.e. not "literally," but "legally." It seems probable, 
therefore, that the text underlying S1 is the nearest approach now extant to 
the original Greek, and it must remain possible that even here the relative 
clause is an insertion. This earliest Greek form was gradually altered from 
a desire to avoid words which, though in the intention of the writer they 
expressed legal parentage, not paternity, in fact, might be misunderstood by 
thoughtless readers. The first step was perhaps the insertion of the relative 
clause. The second, the insertion as in S2 of a second relative, "she who," 
as a subject to eye111111tr•. The third, the substitution of TOv /J,vopa Maplas for 
c;; ,UV1JG'T<v0ewa III. ,rap0evos by assimilation to v.19 o a111Jp avri)s, 0.11,jp being 
used as there in the sense of "betrothed husband," and tlie substitution of 
the passive for the active in the following clause. 

I. 18-25. His Supernatural Birth. 

P I. 18-25. And the birth of the Chnst was in this manner: His 
mother Mary being betrothed to Joseph, before that they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.] ytv£<ri~ 
here means birth, begetting, as in Gn 31 13, Ru 2 11, Lk 1 14 ; cf. also 
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Hdt. 1204 669. Since ylv£cri, has been used in 11 in a different sense, 
and since yEVV'YJ<TL, is the common term for birth, we should expect 
the latter here.-p,v1)<TT£vcr0£{CT'YJ,] Betrothal according to Jewish 
marriage Jaw constituted a legal relationship which could only be 
dissolved by legal means. See Merx, Die vier Evangelien, ii. 1, 9 ff. 
The narrative in this respect rests on an accurate knowledge of 
Jewish civil law.-,rvivp,aTo, dylov] For the omission of the 
article, cf. Blass, p. 149.--:rplv ~] cf. Blass, p. 229. 

19. And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and (yet) p 
not wishing to disgrace her, was minded to put her away secretly.] 
-& &v~p avri),] According to Jewish law, a betrothed woman 
was already the wife of her betrothed husband; cf. Merx, op. cit. 
p. 10.-o{Kaw,] i.e. God-fearing, and a keeper of the law. Mary's 
condition seemed to make the fulfilment of their contract of 
marriage impossible for a religious man.-p,~ 0i.Awv onyp,aTicrai] 
On the other hand, he did not wish to expose her to shame. 
onyp,arlcrai occurs besides only Col 2 15, Asc. Is. in Am. Pap. 
i. 1. viii. 2 1. onyp,ancrp.6, occurs on the Rosetta Stone.-Aa0pa 
&,ro.\vcrai] Appeal to the courts for a divorce would expose Mary 
to public ignominy, and make her liable to severe penalties. 
Refusal to carry out the contract of marriage would leave her and 
her child in disgrace in the house of her parents. The latter 
seemed the more merciful course, and Joseph determined, there
fore, to repudiate her by private arrangement. 

20. And whilst he purposed this, behold, an angel of the Lord p 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, fear 
not to take Mary thy wife: far that which is begotten in her is of 
the Holy Spirit.] - ioov] Exclusive of quotations, ioov occurs 
30 times in Mt., 29 in Lk., 7 in Mk.; Kat illou, 28 in Mt., 26 in 
Lk., o in Mk.-KaT' ovap] 6 times in Mt., not elsewhere in NT; 
cf. Ditt. Sy!!. 780. 5, 781. 4, 782. 4.-,rapa.\a/3£.'.v] According to 
Jewish law, marriage begun in the betrothal, was completed in the 
"taking" of the bride to the house of her husband ; cf. Merx, op. 
cit. p. I I. 

21. And she shall bear a son, and thou shaft call His name p 
Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.] 'l17croii, is the 
Greek form of l.1~eiii1: or 31~1::,i.\ " Jehovah is salvation" ; cf. Philo, 
De Mut. Nom. i. 597: 'I11crov, oe CTWT1)p{a Kup{ov, l[iw, ovop,a ri), 

' I _, ' ' ,.. \ \. \ ' "' > \ ,.. < ,.. , ,.. ] apt<TT1),.-avro<; yap CTWO"H T0V A.aOV auT0U 07!'0 TWV ap,apnwv aVTWV 
cf. Ps 1298 Kat aVTO<; AvTptiJCT£TaL TOV 'Icrpa~A lK ,racrwv TWV d.vop,iwv 
avTOV, For T£(£TU! OE VLOV Kat KaAECT£L, TO ovop,a aVToii, cf. Gn 179 

TEtt:ra{ UOI. viOv Kal KaA€CTf.Lr; 'To 6voµ,a aVToV. 
22. And all this came to pass, in order that it miglit be fuljilled O 

which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying.] The 
formula iva (8,rw,) 1l'A1Jpw0fi TO p1]0Ev recurs 215.23 414 317 1217 1i5 

214, cf. 2656• TOT£ 1!'A1Jpw0fi To p1J0lv occurs 217 279• The quota-
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tions thus introduced are for the most part free renderings of 
the Hebrew. They are sometimes composite in character. The 
formula occurs in Jewish writings. Cf. Bacher, Exeget. Terminol. 
der Jud. Traditionsliteratur, i. 171. -ylyovE here and 214 2656 

seems equivalent to an aorist; cf. Jn 1986• 

0 23. Behold, the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
they ,fhall call His name Immanuel, which is being interpreted, 
With us is God.] The quotation comes from Is 714, and is 

given according to the rendering of the LXX, with the exception 
that Ka.>..lun, of the LXX (u<L N, -uerE Q*), which would not suit 
this context, is altered into Ka>..luovuiv. For ltn (LXX ~ A Q), 
'J..~p,if,ETm is read by LXX B. There are signs that the view that 
Isaiah was using current mythological terms, and intended his 
;,0:,31;, to carry with it the sense of supernatural birth, is rightly 
regaining ground. Cf. Jeremias, Babylonisches im Neuen Testa
ment, p. 4 7 ; and Gressmann, Der Urspntng der Israelitisdz
judischen Eschatologie, p. 270 ff. In any case, the LXX translators 
already interpreted the passage in this sense, and the fact that the 
later Greek translators substituted vEavi, for 7rap0lvo~, and that 
there are no traces of the supernatural birth of the Messiah in the 
later Jewish literature, is due to anti-Christian polemic. Cf. Just. 
Mart. Trypho, xliii., lxvii. It is probable that the editor is here, 
as elsewhere, adapting words of the O.T. to a tradition which he 
had before him.1 

P 24, 25. And Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him, and took his wife: and knew her not 
until size bore a son : and he called His name Jesus.] 

For the redundant and Semitic use of lyEp0d. see Dalman, 
Words of Jesus, 23, 36. The imperfect ly{vwuKEV is against the 
tradition of perpetual virginity. 

18. Xpurrov] So a b c d S1 S2 ; Irenreus, III. xi. 8, xvi. 2; Tert. de Came 
Christi, xxii. This Western reading is probably right. Nowhere in the N. T. 
is the article used before 'I,i,r. Xp. B has 'Xpt<TTof! 'I,i<roD, an assimilation to 
the later usage of S. Paul. N C al Ox have rof! oe 'I,i<rof! Xp. The variation 
in the position of 'I ,io-oD is against its originality. 

-yive,r1s] So ~BC al Ox. -ylve<rts here means begetting (see above), 
whilst in 11 it has another meaning. The early translators differ in their 
treatment of the word. The Jatins render by generatio in both verses. The 
Syriac S1 S2 render in v. 1 by "generation," in this verse rightly by "birth." 
But -yevv,i,r,s was more common in the latter sense, and is therefore substituted 
here by EK L al.-µv,i<TTtvllel<r,is] Add-yr!p EK Lal. Omit, NBC* Z Ox, 
latt S1 S1• 

19, o dv11p a;ln'i)s) Orn. S9.-oe1-yµ.a;r!,ra;1) So N• B Z Ox; Eus. Qwest. i. 3. 
The word is very rare. It occurs in Col 2 10 and in Asc. Is. in Am. Pap. 
t. i. viii. 21. Here it presumably means to expose to open and notorious 
disgrace. 8e1-yµa;n,rµ6s on the Rosetta Stone means "inspection." Cf. 
Herwerden, Lex. Gra:c. Supp!. p. 190. ~• C E KL al substitute the more 
common 1rapaoft')'µar!,ra.,, which occurs in the LXX 5 times, Nu 254, Es 417, 

Jer 1322, Ezk 2817, Dn 2 5 ; Ps-Sol 2 14, in Polyb. and Plut. 
1 Sec Briggs, " Criticism and tht! Dogma of tht! Virgin-Birth," in North 

.Amer. Rev,, June 1906. 
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20. T:/iv "'fVVO.<Ka o-oO] S2 has" thy betrothed." Cf. the omission of o d.v:/ip 
a.UT'17s, v. 19• · 

21. ::\aov avTov] S2 has "the world."-Ka::\frm] S' "shall .be called." 
22. 8>..ov] Orn. S1 S2• 

24. T:/iv 'Ytwa,Ka aVTov] S2 substitutes "Mary." 
25. ol!K i-y£v"""K•v aUT,jv] S2 has "purely was dwelling with her." S1 k 

omit ovK i'Y£vwo-,cev a~v lws o~.-vl6v] So~ B Z S1 S2 k. Tov vlov aVT?js TOv 
1rpWT6To,cov is substituted by CD al by assimilation to Lk 27.-hdXeo-ev] S2 has 
"she called." On the Syriac VSS in these verses, see Burkitt, op. cit. p. 261 ff. 

II. Incidents of His Childhood. 

I. Now when Jesus was born t"n Bethlehem of Judaa i'n the P 
days of Herod the king, behold, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem, saying. ]-ni~ 'IovSa{a~] 'Iov8a{a in this Gospel always 
signifies the southern division of Palestine. It is here specified to 
emphasise the fact that Jesus as the Messiah was born in the 
territory of the tribe of Judah; cf. Test. Judah 24; He 714 ; 
Rev 55.-lv ,i1-dpai~] For the omission of the article, cf. Blass, 
p. 151.-iSov] See on 1 20• For the construction Tov Se 'l'l]UOV 
y£vv'f/fUvro~ • • • iSov, cf. 120 213. w 91s. 32 1246 175 2647 2811.

,utfyoi] For the presence of Magi in the west, cf. Pliny, Nat. 
Ht"st. xxx. 16 : "Magus ad eum ( z:e. Nero) Tiridates advenerat 
..• magos secum adduxerat." The same account is told by 
Dio Cassius, lxiii. 1-7 ; Suetonius, Vit. Nero, xiii .. That Messianic 
hopes were widespread at this period seems clear; cf. Virgil, 
Eclogue iv. Messianic language· is used of Augustus in the 
inscriptions from Priene and Halicarnassus. He is uwnipa Tov 
Koivov 'TWV &.v8prfJ1rwv yivov~. Since his birth Eip'Y}V£VOVO"i µev yap 
-0, Kal 0&.> .. aTTa. If the hope of finding the world's Saviour drew 
Tiridates and his Magi to Naples, it is quite probable that other 
Magi may have come to the metropolis .of Palestine on a like 
errand. They came probably from Babylon. Astrologers there 
had at a very early period busied themselves with astrological 
observations which portended good or evil for the "Westland," 
i.e. Canaan. Cf. J eremias, op. cit. 50 f.; von Oefele, Die Angaben 
der Berliner Planatentafel, P. 8279, p. 9; Campbell Thompson, 
Magicians and Astrologers of Ninevek and Babylon, vol. ii. No. 
234: "When a star stands at its (Virgo) left horn, there will be an 
eclipse of the• ring of A\}arrft" ( = Phcenicia and Palestine). 
222: "When Leo is dark, the traffic of Agarrft will be hindered." 
211: "When Venus appears in Virgo, the crops of AlJ.arrft will 
prosper."· 192: ·"When Jupiter enters the midst of the moon, 
there will be want in AharrO.." 167: "vVhen Saturn the star of 
A\}arrft grows dim, it isv evil for A\}arrO.; there will be a hostile 
attack on A\}arrft." Now that the whole world was expecting the 
Saviour King (cf. Bousset, Rei. Jud. p. 2 r 2 ), the attention of these 
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heaven-searchers directed itself towards portents of the coming 
peacemaker. 

w-apay{v£a-0ai occurs only here and in 31• 18 in Mt.; in Mk. 
once, 1448, '1£porr6>..vµa occurs 10 times in Mt. as a neuter plural; 
once, 2 8, as a feminine singular. It is used by Mark 10 times, · 
by Luke 4, by John 12, frequently in the Acts, and by S. Paul 3 
times in Galatians. Mt. once (2387) has '!Epovrra>..'Y)µ, This form 
is common in Lk., Acts, S. Paul, and occurs in He 1222, 

Rev 312 21 2• 10• It is the form used in the LXX, except in 2, 3, 4 
Mac. and Tobit. 

P 2. Where is He who has been born King of the Jews ? for we 
saw His star at (its) n'sing, and are come to worship .Hi'm.] The 
widespread expectation of the birth of a great monarch in the 
west led the Magi to connect some particular star, or conjunction 
of heavenly bodies, with His birth. Just so on the birth-night of 
Alexander, Magi prophesied from a brilliant constellation that the 
destroyer of Asia was born. Cf. Cicero, De Divinatione, i. 47. 
-avTov T~v &.rrTtpa] On the position of the pronoun, cf. Blass, 
p. 168. &.<TTtpa, i.e. the star with which their astronomical 
calculations had led them to connect the birth of the expected 
monarch. lv rfi &.vaTo.\.i) might mean "in the east," cf. Nu 388 B, 
J os 187 B, Jer 3140, Rev 2118 ; but it is unlikely that the Magi should 
say "in the east " instead of "in our native country " ; and it is 
improbable that the editor should use plural and singular in two 
successive verses in the same sense. It is difficult not to suppose 
that &.vaToA.17 here is a technical astronomical expression denoting 
the beginning of the particular phenomenon expressed here by 
&rrT'YJP· We should certainly expect avrnv; and it is probable that 
the editor has omitted "his" from his source, or that avTov 
dropped out at an early stage in the transmission of the text of 
the Gospel, because &.vaTOA'YJ was misunderstood and interpreted 
as=" east."-r.porrKvvijrrai] The word is a favourite one in this 
Gospel. Mt. 13 times, Mk. 2, Lk. 3. Mt. alone uses the dative 
with reference to Christ. The one exception is Mk 1519 of mock 
homage. See Abbott,Johannine Vocabulary, 1644. 

P 8, And Herod the king having heard it, was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.]-r.arra 'It-porr6.\.vµa] see on v. 1• For the 
feminine, cf. To 144• 

P 4. And gathering together all the chief prfrsts and scribes of the 
people, he tn'ed to learn from them where the Messiah is being born.] 
w-w0av£rr0ai only here in this Gospel. · 

P 5, 6. And they said, In Bethlehem of Judcea: for so it z's written 
through the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, art in no 
wise least amongst the rulers of Judah: for from thee shall come 
forth a ruler, who shall shepherd My people Israel.] 

Tijs 'Iov8a{as] cf. on v.1. For the official expectation of the 
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Messiah from Bethlehem, cf. Jn 741tr., and the Targ. on Mic 51. 
Also Jer. Berach. v. a, quoted by Lightfoot on Mt 21. The 
quotation comes from Mic 51• 3, with an assimilation of the last 
clause to 2 S 52• The LXX text is not followed here, though 
it seems to have been in the mind of the editor; for ouns 'll'oiµavli 
rov Aa6v µov rov 'Iupa11>.., which reminds us of 2 S 2 52 uv 'll'oiµavli.,; 
rov ,\a6v µov rov 'Iupa11\ seems to have been suggested by 'Iupa11,\ 
and 'll'oiµavli of Mic 51• 8 LXX. The rest of the quotation 
appears to be an independent rendering of the Hebrew text. Kal 
uv B710A£eµ corresponds to on,-n1:i nn~,. yij 'Iov8a is substituted 
for nn,£i~ by assimilation to vv.1• 5• oli8aµws l,\axluT7J El (LXX : 
o.\iyouros El rov Elvm) seems to represent a Hebrew original ~, 
,1v~ M''i'l (M. T. m-n, , 1.w). £V Toi, ~yEµ6uw 'Iov8a (LXX: £V XLAufuiv 
'Iov8a) corresponds to ni,n1 1£i,~::,., '@?tt being read as 1£i,,~; cf. 
Gn 3615, Ex 1515• lK uov=1r.>t,. ydp is inserted as a necessary 
connecting link. UEAEVO'Erai = ~~\ So LXX. 1> is omitted. 
~ ~ ' \ , ' 'I ,, L L h OO'TLS 'll'OLP,«VEL TOV l\aOV µov TOV upa711\ represents ;:,~t, ,J~"\C,I::,., t e 
Greek words being assimilated to 2 S 52• ylypaTrrai means "it 
stands written," the inspired text runs. It corresponds to ::,.,n::,. 
or :i1r,:, of the Jewish literature. Cf. Bacher, ii. 90. 

7. Then Herod having secretly called the Magi, made accurate p 
inquiry of them as to the time of the appean'ng star.] r6TE is a 
favourite word in this Gospel. Mt. 90 times, Mk. 6, Lk. 15. 
Tov XP6vov rov cpaivoµl.vov aurlpos, i.e. the period since the star first 
appeared to them at (its) rising. 

8. And having sent them to Bethlehem, said, Go, accurately p 
inquire concerning the child. And when ; 1ou find, report to me, that 
I may come and worship Him.] 

9, And they, having heard the king, went; and, lo, the star, p 
which they saw at (its) rising, went before them, until it came and 
stood still above (the place) where the child was.]-Kal l8ov] see 
on 1 20• 

10. And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with P 
great joy. ]-ucp68pa] Mt. 7 times, Mk. 1, Lk. 1. 

11. And when they had come into the house, they saw the child p 
with Mary His mother, and having fallen down, they worshipped 
Him : and having opened their treasures, they brought to Him gifts; 
fOld, and frankincense, and myrrh,J For gold and frankincense 
as costly offerings, cf. Is 606 71[ovuw cplpovTEc; XPvutov Kal 
,\{f3avov oiuovuiv, Ps 7210• 11• 15• For frankincense and myrrh, cf. 
Ca 36. 

12. And having been divinely warned in a dream not to return P 
lo Herod, they departed to their own country by another way,]
XP7JP.«Tiu(UvTE,] The verb in the passive means to be instructed, 
admonished; cf. Lk 226, He 85 ; Fayum Towns (Grenfell and 
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Hunt), 137. 2; Ditt. Syll. 738. 8, 807. 1, 7, 11, 15.-Kar' ovap] 
cf. on 1 20.-Si' IJ.>..>.71,; ~8ov] The same feature occurs in the story 
of Tiridates' visit to Nero, Dio Cassius, lxiii. 7. dvaxwpttv occurs 
in Mt. 10 times, Mk. 1, Lk. o. 

The main outline of the story of the Magi is in many respects 
noteworthy for its historical probability, The expectation of a 
world's Redeemer, or in Palestine of a Jewish Messiah; the interest 
of Eastern Magi in these questions ; their presence in the west to 
do homage to the supposed Saviour; the inference from Mic 51 

that Bethlehem was to be His birthplace: all this violates no canon 
of historical probability. The only detail that has a legendary 
atmosphere about it is the statement that the star moved before 
the Magi as they went to Bethlehem, until it stayed over the house 
where the child lay. This may be due to the Jewish narrator 
poetically accounting for the fact that the Magi were successful 
in their search for the child. It is extremely unlikely that he in
tended it to be taken as a bald statement of fact, literally describing 
how the star in some strange manner enabled the searchers without 
other aid to identify the particular house in Bethlehem in which 
the holy family were dwelling. In view of the editor's interest in 
the fulfilment of prophecy, it is very strange that he does not 
cite Nu 2417 for the star, or Is 606, Ps 7210• u. 15, for the bringing 
of gifts. But it is difficult to think that the two last passages 
were not in his mind, and that they may account for the speci
fication of two of the gifts as gold and frankincense. On the 
other hand, such gifts would be natural enough as the offerings 
of Magi who came to search for a world's Redeemer. The 
modern theory, that the story is a literary fiction, based only upon 
legendary motives and folklore analogies, violates every proba-

. bility. In view of the matter of fact character of the editor of 
this Gospel, it is almost certain that he believed that he was 
transmitting matters of actual fact. And it is in every respect 
probable that he was not altogether mistaken. If we suppose 
that astrologers in Babylon were acquainted with current expecta
tion of the birth of a universal King, that they inferred from some 
unique astral phenomenon that He had been born in the west, z:e. 
in Palestine; that some of them came to Jerusalem in search of 
Him ; that their errand came to the ears of Herod, and that the 
Jewish authorities suggested Bethlehem as the right place in which 
to expect the birth of the Messiah ; that the Magi went there and 
found the newborn babe, whether by popular rumour that Mary, 
wife of Joseph hen David, had given birth to a child under 
strange circumstances, or by inference from the position of the 
heavenly bodies; that they did homage to the child, and, thinking 
it best not to trust Herod, left secretly on their journey home
wards : we need not press every detail of the narrative. De-
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scriptive detail may in some small measure have crept into it from 
the Old Testament or from analogous literary or folklore stories, 
just as they have certainly been used to embellish the story in its 
later history in the Church (cf. Zahn, in loc.). But these, if they 
exist at all in Mt.'s account, are mere literary embellishments of 
a story which in outline is intrinsically probable in view of the 
atmosphere of thought of the period described. 

1. 'lovoalas] ffl g2 S1 have Judah. S1 is ambiguous. The translator 

renders 'Iouoas and 'Iovoala alike by ho~ in the early part of Mt. In 

191 he began to render 'Iovoala by ?0~, and continues this- throughout 

the Gospels, retaining ho~ for 'Iouoas. So Lk J83• S2 has ?0~ for 

'Iovoala, and ho~ for 'Iouoas. 
5. 'Iovoalas] ffl g1 k* S2 have Judah. 
6. "')'7)] Orn. S1 S2.-'Iouoa] D a cf g1 q have T?)S 'Iovoalas. 

13. And when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord P 
appeareth in a dream to Joseph, saying, Art"se, take the child and 
His mother, and flee z'nto Egypt, and be there until I tell thee. For 
Herod is about to seek the child to destroy Him.] 

o.vax_wpYJu&.v-rwv OE a~rwv-ioov] For the construction, see on 
v.1. On ioov and Ka-r' Jvap, see note on 1 20• For the redundant 
ly£p0Et,, see on 1 24.-µ,llln-(YJntv] For the pres. inf., see Blass, 
p. 197.--roil o.1r0Aluai] For the construction, cf. Blass, p. 235. 
It occurs 6 times in Mt., never in Mk. The aorist signifies a single 
definite action. So in J13• Contrast' r 38• 

14. And he arose, and took the child and His mother by night, P 
and departed into Egypt.] 

15. And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be P O 
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 
Out of Egypt I called My Son.] Herod died shortly before 
Passover .B.C. 4. See Schiirer, i. 464 ff.-Zva 71"AYJpwOv] On the 
formula, see on 1 18• The quotation is from Hos 111• The 
LXX rendering here is U Alyv,rrov P,£TEKd.A.£ua -ra. T£Kva a~rov, 
which is not suitable for the editor's purpose. He therefore 
makes an independent translation of the Hebrew, or more prob
ably cites from a current Greek translation. · Cf. Introduction, 
p. !xii. 

16. Then Herod, seeing that he was mocked by the Magi, was p 
very wroth, and sent, and slew all the male children in .Bethlehem, 
and in all t'ts bo1"ders, from two years old and unde1', accordz'ng to 
the period which he inquired from the Magi.]...:..&.1ro OtE-roii~J If the 
star or constellation when first seen "at (its) rising" signified 
the conception of the child, it would have been sufficient to kill 
children in their first year. But Herod may have thought it best 
to reckon on the possibility that the phenomenon denoted the 
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actual birth, in which case the child would now be in His second 
year. See Von Oefele, p. 14. 

P O 17, 18. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken through Jeremiah 
the prophet, saying, A voice was heard in Rama, weeping, and much 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be 
comforted, because they are not.] 

TaTE £'lTA1Jpw011] For the formula, see on 1 18• The quotation 
comes from Jer 31 (LXX 38) 15• It appears to be a citation 
from memory of the LXX text : cpwv~ EV 'Pap.a -l]Kovu011 = LXX. 
KAav0µ.o'> Kat /JSvpµ.o'> 'lTOAV'o represents the LXX 0p11vov Ka£ KAav0µ.ov 
Kal /J'fivpµ.ov. 'Pax~X KAafovua paraphrases the LXX 'Pax~X &.,ro
KAatop.EV1J (-77'>, ~ A Q). Ta TEKva avrrj,. inserts from the Heb. a 
clause which the LXX omitted, but A Q have l1r1. Twv viwv all,-,;:;,.. 
--Kal oliK ~0eXev 1rapaKA1J0Tjvai] So LXX. Kal (~ A Q) oliK ~0eXev 
1rapaKA1J0Tjvai (Bab mg A, but B 1ravuau0ai). Here " for her 
children" of M.T. and LXX B is omitted, with LXX A Q.-Jn 
ol!K Eiulv] So LXX. 

P 19. And when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying.] For the con
struction see on 2 1.-Ka,-' 5vap] see on 1 20. 

P 20. Arise, take the child and His mother, and go z"nto the land 
of Israel: for" they are dead who seek the life" of the child.] For 
the redundant lyep0e{,, see on 1 24• n0v1Ka<riv yap oi (11rnvvTE'> T~v 
1"vx11v is a reminiscence of Ex 419• Throughout this section the 
editor seems to have had the story of Moses in mind, and to have 
borrowed phrases from it. Cf. v.13 p.EAAei-(11,-e'iv-rov a.,roAEum, 
and l5 &.ve'i>..e, with Ex 2 15 i(17rei aveXe'iv; v.14 avexwp'Y]<TEV, with 
Ex 2 15 &.vexwp1J<TEV. 

P 21. And lze arose, and took the child and His mother, and came 
into the land of Israel.] 

p 22. And having heard that Archelaus is reigning over Judaa 
in the place of Herod his father, he feared to go there. But being 
divinely instructed in a dream, he departed into the regions of Galilee.] 
For XP1/J1-anu0e{,., see on v. 12 ; for KaT' 5vap, on 120• 

P O 23. And came and settled in a city called Nazara: that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophets, that He 
shall be called a Nazarene.] This verse contains a still unexplained 
difficulty. It is clear that Jesus was popularly known as o Na(wpaw'>, 
Mt 2 23 2671, Lk 1837, Jn 185. 7 199, Acts 7 times; or o Na(ap11v6,., 
Mk 4 times, Lk twice ; and it seems obvious to suppose that these 
adjectives are equivalent too &.1ro Na(apl0, Mt 2111, Jn 1 45• 46, Ac 
1088• The town is -written Na(ap&., Na(apl0, or Na(aplr, represent
ing n·m, n:m (cf. Dalm. Gram. p. 152). Na(wpa'io,. presupposes 
a form 'iW) from ni,ll)=nill) (Dalm. Gram. p. 178). Others, 
however, would connect the two adjectives with Nesar in Genne
sareth; cf. Wellhausen on Mt 2669 ; and it must remain doubtful 
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whether NaCwpa'i:os at least had any original connection with 
Na,apcf.._ But in any case the editor clearly wished to find such a 
connection. Jesus was t, NaCwpa'i:o<; because He had dwelt at 
Nazara. And this name of Nazorean had been foreshadowed 
by the prophets. The use of the plural Twv 1rpocf,-1pwv suggests 
that the editor had no single passage in mind. But it is not easy 
to find any references in the Old Testament which could furnish 
a basis for the application of t, NaCwpa'i:os to the Messiah. The 
attempt to connect the word with the Heb. "l'f) = a Nazirite, has 
little in its favour. More plausible is the supposition that the 
writer is playing on the Hebrew words 1Y) and noY. In Is 111 

the 1YJ = branch, from the roots of Jesse, is interpreted as the 
Messiah in the Targum. In Jer 236 3315 a branch= noy, is to be 
raised up to David. The editor may have seen in the prophecies 
of a "lYJ and noY a sort of foreshadowing of the fact that Jesus was 
popularly known as the Nazorean or man of Nazara. The on 
introduces the clause which summarises the content of the pro
phecies. Cf. 46, where on introduces a direct quotation, and 2654 

where it introduces another summary of the contents of Scripture. 
NaCwpa'i:os KA:ry0~u£Tai summarises the prophecies referred to. 
Is 111 had called the Messiah (so Targ.) "lYJ=branch; Jer 235 

3315 had called Him nr.:i~= branch, and Is 42 had spoken of Him 
also as noy (Targ. has Messiah). His parents settled at Nazara; 
and He was popularly known as the Nazorean, that these pro
phecies might be fulfilled. Zahn, wjlo thinks this explanation too 
artificial, points out three peculiarities of the introductory formula 1 

-(a) 01rw<; instead of lva; (b) Twv 1rpocprJrwv instead of the singular; 
(c) the absence of >..cy6vTwv. He thinks that the Evangelist saw in 
the settlement at Nazara, and in the fact that Christ's early 
years were spent in this obscure village of ill fame, a fulfilment of 
the general tenor of Old Testament prophecy, that the Messiah 
should be rejected by His own people. on is therefore equivalent 
not to "that," and does not introduce the contents of the pro
phecies referred to, but= "because," and introduces an epexegetical 
remark of the Evangelist. Christ lived at Nazara, and so fulfilled 
the prophecies that He should be despised and rejected of men, 
because He was to be known as the Nazorean. But it is very 
questionable whether oTt-KA.rJ0~ucTai can be so translated. Zahn 
himself remarks that we should expect lµ.c>..>..c-KA.rJ0~vai. If the 
play on the words ,~, = branch, and i'1"l~J = N azara, be thought too 
artificial for the Evangelist, his statement that the prophets had 
foretold that Christ should be called a Nazorean must remain 
unexplained. We might, of course, conjecture that 0Tt-KA.718~ucTat 
is a copyist's gloss. In that case the clause will end with 1rpocf,71Twv; 
cf. 2656, and the reference in 01rw<; 1rA.rJpw8fj-1rpocp7JTwv may be to 

1 As compared with the formulas in 123 .211• Elsewhere li1rws occurs 817 13311, 

2 
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the settlement in Galilee as contrasted with J udrea. In this case 
the editor probably had in mind the passage of Isaiah which he 
reserves for insertion at 4 14-16• Or the reference in the mind of 
the compiler may be to the whole of vv.19-22• Jesus came up 
from Egypt when Herod was dead, and settled in Galilee in order 
that He might begin there His Messianic work. The return from 
a strange country when a persecutor was dead had been fore
shadowed in the history of Moses (Ex 419); the settlement _in 
Galilee had been foretold by Isaiah. 

13. d.vaxwprJua.vrwv ill aurwv] S1 S2 have "and after them." B adds 
ils -r11v xwpav aurwv from v. 12.-ct,alve-ra,] ~CD al. B has i<f,&.v,; as in 1 20• 

15. ,rpo<prJTou] S1 prefixes " Isaiah." 
· 1s. KMv0µ6s] CD al S1 S2 prefix 0pfjvos Ka£ to assimilate to 0. T. 

Just as in eh. I there is an undercurrent of apology against 
Jewish polemic, so too in this chapter. The fact which underlies 
it is the sojourn of Jesus in Egypt. Celsus is already acquainted 
with Jewish tradition that Christ worked as a labourer in Egypt, 
learned magical arts there, and made use of them when He 
returned to Palestine in order to support His claim to divinity 
( Contra Celsum, i. 28, 38). For the later forms of this tradition, 
see Krauss, p. 256, who emphasises the fact that the Talmudic 
tradition is not dependent on the first Gospel ; Laible, pp. 44-48 ; 
Zahn, p. 104, Anm. 4. To rebut such misrepresentations of the 
influence of His sojourn in Egypt on the character of Jesus, the 
editor states the simple facts. Jesus had, indeed, gone down into 
Egypt, but as an infant, to escape from the wrath of a king. In 
all the circumstances of the visit to Egypt there had been un
mistakable evidence of divine guidance. Just as of old the 
Israelite nation, J ehovah's firstborn (Ex 422), had been called out of 
Egypt to be the chosen people; so Jesus the Son of God by super
natural conception was called out of Egypt to save His people. 
Just as Moses fled from Egypt to escape the wrath of Pharaoh, 
and returned there when his persecutor was dead (Ex 419), to be the 
deliverer of his people; so Jesus was taken into Egypt to escape the 
wrath of Herod, and returned to Palestine when Herod was dead, to 
deliver His people from their sins. See the admirable commentary 
of Zahn; and cf. G. H. Box, Interpreter, January 1906, p. 201. 

The Origin and Date of the Narratives in Chs. I. II. 

. I. The opinion of Usener (Encycl. Bib. iii. 3350), that in the 
narrative of the supernatural birth "we unquestionably enter the 
circle of pagan ideas," and that "the idea is quite foreign to Juda
ism," is to be decisively rejected if it be intended to carry with it the 
inference that this idea had not already been used in the interests 
of Jewish Messianic speculation before the Christian era. It is 
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probably to be found in Is 714 and Mic 53, and certainly in the 
Alexandrian Jewish interpretation of Is 714 as represented in the 
LXX. Cf. also Enoch 625 "Son of the Woman," all MSS. except 
G; 6929 "Son of the Woman," G, and Rev 121. 5. See Gunkel, pp. 
68-69; Jeremias, pp. 47-49; and for Is 7, Gressmann, pp. 270 ff. 

2. The accumulation of heathen parallels is therefore only valu
able as proving that the conception of the supernatural origin of the 
wQrld's Saviour was very widespread. It is found in Assyria and in 
Egypt, in Parseism and in Buddhism, and had been used with refer
ence to the birth of heroes in the Greek and Roman mythologies. 

3. The stories of the supernatural birth might therefore very 
well have originated in Palestine 1 in the first half of the first century 
A.D. ; the idea of the authors being to explain the divine nature of 
the Messiah in terms of physical Sonship without any conscious 
borrowing from non-Jewish sources of speculation. The universal 
belief in the supernatural birth of gods and heroes, as represented 
in Judaism by, e.g., Is 714 LXX, would have been quite sufficient to 
supply the central idea, without any recourse to non-Jewish forms 
of this speculation. 

4. But, on the other hand, the fact that the conception of 
supernatural birth was widespread in the ancient world, and had 
already been used in pre-Christian speculation on the person of 
the Messiah, is not in itself an argument against the historical 
accuracy of the tradition that the Messiah was born in a super
natural manner. If that were so, we should be reduced to the 
unphilosophic position that the Jewfah anticipation of a Messiah 
could never be fulfilled in any of its developments, because the 
supposed realisation of these anticipations would always be regarded 
with suspicion on the ground that anticipation and fulfilment were 
too closely in agreement. On these lines the only possible Messiah 
would be one who contradicted in every respect the ideas which 
previous generations had formed of Him. 

The truth, no doubt, is that the idea of supernatural birth was 
one of the many grooves in the mould in which the conception of 
the Messianic King had been shaped, and that the fulfilment did 
not prove the anticipation to have been altogether false. 

5. Assuming, then, that the tradition of the supernatural birth 
might have arisen on Palestinian soil in the first century A.n., is 
it possible to define more closely the period of their publication? 

6. In favour of as early a date as possible, is the fact that the 
agreement of Mt I and Lk I as to the central fact of super
natural birth presupposes the existence of the tradition for some 
years prior to the publication of these Gospels. It is here assumed 

1 Cf. Harnack, "die Legende von der Jungfrauen-geburt, die Matthaus 
,uerst ftlr uns bezeugt, auf judenchristlichem, naher jerusalemischem Boden 
entstanden ist," Lttkas der Arzt, I 18, Anm. I. 
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that Lk 1 34• 35 form an integral part of Lk.'s narrative. See Gunkel, 
p. 67; Interpreter, February 1905, pp. u6 ff. 

7. The silence of S. Paul seems adverse to an early date.1 

Whether this Apostle was or was not acquainted with the tradition, 
it is clear that he did not make any extended use of it as a basis 
of Christological doctrine in his extant letters. 
· But, on the other hand, it is in every way probable that even 
if the Apostle had received this tradition, he would not have em
ployed it as an argument for Christianity in his preaching to the 
Gentiles. To him the resurrection of Christ was the conclusive 
proof of His divinity (cf. Ro 1 2). The supernatural birth neither 
enhanced nor diminished that . proof. And, on the other hand, 
there was every reason for keeping in the background a tradition 
which in the early stages of Church development would probably 
have proved a great stumbling-block to the progress of Christianity, 
and a continual source of wounded feeling for the reverence of 
Christians for the Person of their Master. On the one hand, the 
proclamation of the supernatural birth amongst the pagan peoples 
of Asia Minor and Greece and Italy would no doubt have seemed 
to lower Christianity in this respect to the level of the heathen 
mythologies. Nothing could be more disastrous, and S. Paul 
was no doubt far-sighted enough to see it, than quite unnecessarily 
to give pagan hearers facts which would encourage many of them 
to think of Christ as they thought of the deities and heroes of 
their mythologies. When the risen Christ had been revealed in 
them as in S. Paul, the tradition of His supernatural birth would 
come to them safeguarded by their belief in Him as the only
begotten Son of God. The silence of S. Paul is analogous to 
the silence of the author of the Fourth Gospel. This writer almost 
undeniably wrote at a period when the tradition of the super
natural birth was current. Yet he does not put it forward as a 
main argument for Christianity. On the other hand, he certainly 
does not wish to deny its historical character nor to depreciate its 
value. But he seems to assume it as a part of the Christian faith 
just as he does the tradition of the Ascension, and to use it as 
an analogy of the spiritual birth of the Christian believer, 1 14• 

See Interpreter, Oct. 1905, pp. 5 I ff. 
And again, if the proclamation of the supernatural birth would 

have lowered Christian doctrine in the eyes of the pagan world, so 
it would have led to debate which would have been distasteful and 
painful to Christian reverence. At a very early period Jewish cari
catures of the story of the supernatural birth were current. They 
may already underlie Mk 63, and more probably are reflected in Mt 
1 18·25. And wherever Christianity spread, Jewish misrepresentation 
followed it. If the proclamation of the supernatural birth would 

1 Cf., however, Gal 44, I Ti 2 16• 
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have encouraged on the one hand semi-pagan conception of the 
Messiah, so on the other it would have provoked Jewish slander 
of a most offensive kind. The silence of S. Paul may well be 
due partly to his common sense, which enabled him to see that 
there are wise ways and unwise ways of presenting the facts of 
Christianity to the world (pearls were not to be cast before swine), 
and partly to that highly developed Christian reverence and modesty 
which also marks the narratives of the Gospels. 

The alleged silence of S. Paul seems, therefore, to be no 
sufficient argument against the existence of the tradition of the 
supernatural birth in Palestine during his lifetime. · 

8. In favour of the early date of the narrative as it now stands 
in the Gospel, is the prosaic matter of fact style, and the absence 
of ornamental detail. There is nothing in the narrative itself 
which forbids our supposing that it formed one of a series of tradi
tions preserved in the Christian Church in Palestine in the middle 
of the first century A,D,, and there is nothing in the narrative, 
except a supposed impossibility of the central fact recorded, which 
prevents our supposing that this particular tradition originated with 
the family concerned in it. 

9. As regards the incidents of eh. 2, the Palestinian atmosphere 
ofliterary style and religious belief is very strongly marked. See Box.1 

The narratives certainly received their present form at the 
hands of Jewish Christians. If we allow for a certain element of 
poetic looseness, and do not examine every phrase by a rigid 
standard of photographic accuracy which is quite foreign to Ori
ental standards of historical narrative, there is nothing to prevent 
our supposing that these traditions were current in the Palestinian 
Church in the middle of the century, and that they represent in 
the main events of history. That Babylonian astrologers should 
have sought for the expected king in Jerusalem ; that the Jewish 
authorities should have referred them to Bethlehem; that Herod 
should have killed the infants of that village; thatJ oseph and Mary 
should have sought refuge in Egypt, and have eventually settled in 
Galilee,-all this is entirely within the limits of probability, due 
account being taken of the circumstances of the age and the 
political condition of Palestine. 

10. Something should be said in conclusion as to a recent 
attempt to show that the story of the Magi was added to the 
Gospel as late as 119 A,D,2 The alleged evidence is a Syrian 
document 3 which states that Balaam prophesied the destruction 

1 Interpreter, January 1906, pp. 195 ff. 
2 Conybeare, Guardian, April 29, 1903. Cf. also Nestle, Zet"tsch, f. 

Wissensrh. Litt, xxxvi. 435-438 ; Hilgenfeld, ib. xxxviii. 447-451. 
~ Published by W. Wright in the Journal of Sacred Literature, New Series, 

vols. ix. x., April and October 1866. 
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of the Assyrians by the Greeks, and the rise of the star in Israel. 
This was recorded in a letter written by Balak to the Assyrian 
monarch. It was laid up in the Assyrian archives, and handed 
down from king to king. At last, in the reign of Pir Shabour, the 
star appeared, and the Magi were sent. The colophon at the end 
states that "in the year 430 ( = u8-u9 A.D.), in the reign of 

· Hadrianus Cresar, in the consulship of Severus and Fulgus, and 
the episcopacy of Xystus, Bishop of Rome .•• this concern 
arose in the minds of men who were acquainted with the Holy 
Books, and through the pains of the great men _in various places 
this history was sought for, and found, and written in the tongue 
of those who took this care." 

Mr. Conybeare argues that the "Holy Books " are the books 
of the Old Testament, and seems to imply that "this history" 
was Mt 2 1•15• He further argues that the story of the Magi 
thus elaborated was "an echo of the story as told by Dio and 
Pliny of the visit of the Magi to Nero, and of their worshipping 
him in Rome." But there seems to be no reason why we should 
not rather agree with Zahn (Einl. ii. 266 f.), who sees in the "Holy 
Books" the New Testament, including Mt 2, which was already, 
therefore, an integral part of the Gospel in 119 A.D.; and in the 
question with which men at that time busied themselves, the 
question as to the year in which the Magi came to Bethlehem, or 
the problem of the harmonisation of the infancy narratives of Mt. 
and Lk. The history which they wrote will therefore be not Mt 2, 

but the legend about the preservation of Balak's letter, and the 
coming of the Magi to Bethlehem in the reign of Pir Shabour. 

B.-III.-IV. 11. PREPARATION FOR HIS MINIS'l'B.Y. 

(1) III. 1-12. He was heralded by the Baptist. 

1-12. The editor now begins to copy Mk. But he consider
ably paraphrases and expands Mk 11·8• 

M 1. And in those days ·cometh John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Juda:a.] Mk. has, v. 4 "John the Baptizer was in the 
wilderness preaching." 

lv 8£ m'ts ~µ,lpais EK£lvais] is. a loose connecting link (cf. Ex 2 11) 

anticipated from Mk v. 9• Between chs. 2 and 3 is a gap of some 
thirty years.-1rapay{v£Tai] occurs once in Mk. (1443), where Mt. 
substitutes as usual an aorist. The present here is unexpected.-o 
,8a1rTtUT1JS] Mk. has o /3a1rT{{wv. For the same change, cf. Mk 614= 
Mt 142.-& rfi lp~µ,~] the editor adds the explanatory 1"1/S 'lov&{as. 

M 2. Saying, Repent : for the kingdom of the heavens i·s at hand. 7 
Mk has : "preaching a baptism of repentance unto remission of 
sins." The editor omits the last clause in view of the fact that Christ 
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came to be baptized.-,u£rnvo£tTE] On repentance as necessary for 
the coming of the Messianic period, see Volz, Jiid. Eschat. II 2 f. ; , 
and for ,um{voia in Alexandrine Jewish Philosophy, see Philo, De 
,Pa:nit. ii. 405; De Pram. et Pi:en. ii. 410. For sayings about 
repentance in the Talmud, see Joma 86b. It brings healing to 
the world, reaches to the throne of glory, cancels a prohibition in 
the Torah, brings salvation, and lengthens the life of men. 

{3aui">..da Tow ovpavwv] See Introduction, p. lxvii. The concep
tion here involved is obviously one of warning and judgement: 
"Repent : for the kingdom is near" ; that is to say, the coming of 
the kingdom will involve judgement upon the unrepent.ant. 

8. For this i's he that was spoken of through Isaiah the prophet, M 
saying, A voice of a crier in the wilderness, Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight His paths.] Mk vv.1• 2 has: "As it is written 
in Isaiah the prophet, Behold, I send My messenger before Thy 
face, who shall prepare Thy way. A voice of a crier in the wilder
ness," etc. Mt. omits the citation from Malachi as irrelevant after 
the. express reference to Isaiah, but he has inserted it later at 
u 10.-o1iTos yap olunv] The sanction of the Baptist's message lay 
in his personality. He was the "voice " spoken of by Isaiah. The 
quotation is from Is 408• It was clearly taken by Mk. from the 
LXX, in which ev Tfj ep~,ucp is connected with {3owv"Tos, whereas the 
Hebrew connects it with the following imperative. Mk.'s context 
demanded the LXX order.-Sia 'Hualov] Mk. has lv 1'4, 'Huai~. 
Mt. 13 times uses Suf in this sense; cf. 1 22• 

4. Now he, John, had his raiment (made) of camel's hair, and a m: 
leathern girdle about his loins. And his food was locusts and wild 
honey.] Mk. has : "And John was clothed with camel's hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins, and (was) eating locusts and wild 
honey.''-awos St] For avTOS before the proper name, cf. Mk, 617• 

"Nach aramaischer Weise," Wellhausen. But cf. Moulton, p. 91.
£lx£v] Mt. avoids Mk.'s harsh construction ;v evS£Sv,utvos Tp{xas Ka,u+ 
AOV Kat (,6JV'f/V,-~ Se 'Tporf,~ ;v av"Tov] Mt. thus avoids Mk.'s loosely 
connected participle Kai lu0wv.-aKp{S£s] Vegetarian tendencies in 
the early Church led to the alteration of locusts into "milk" (so 
Tatian; see Harris, Fragments of the Commentary of Ephrem, p. 17) 
or "cakes" (so the Ebionites, according to Epiph. Har. 30. 13). 

5. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaa, and all the M 
distn"ct of the Jordan.] Mk. has: "And there went out to him all 
the country of J udrea, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem.'' The 
7r£p{xwpos Tov 'lopSavov, cf. Gn 1310• 11, is found also in Lk 38. For 
T6TE, see on 2 7• 

6. And were being baptized in the river Jordan by him, confessing M 
their sins.] Mk. has : "And were being baptized by him in the 
river Jordan," etc. Mk. has the description of the Baptist and the 
thronging to him of the people in the reverse order. Mt.'s change 
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is due to a sense of literary fitness. The description of the Baptist 
comes more appropriately after the statement of his appearance 
as a preacher, than it does after the account of the effect of his 
preaching upon the people. There is no reason to suppose that 
Mt. had any other source than Mk. for these six verses, unless 
7rapay{vE'f'ai is a hint of such a source (cf. Introduction, p. Ix). In 
Mk. they stand at the beginning of the Gospel, and are written in 
Mk.'s abrupt style. The construction of Mk vv.1•4 is not altogether 
clear (see Swete, in toe.), and v.7 is awkward. Mt. rewrites the 
passage in a smoother and more connected style. 

3. ,M] So NBC D 1 13 33 124 157 209 latt; i11r6, EK al.-,j,wvt, 
{3owVTOS iv T?I ip,jµtp] Orn. S1.-Ei,/Mas 'lr01€1T€ TllS Tpl{3ov< avrou] Orn. S1 k. 
aurov i.s substituted by Mk. and Mt. for the LXX Tov O,oO 71µwv; b S2 

assimilate to the LXX. 
Kal (W11'1JV-01T,j,uv auTov is omitted in l\Ik. by Dab ff2. 
4. µe'>,, a;,yp,ov] S1 has " honey of the hills," S2 " honey of the waste." 

7. The next two verses in Mk. contain a summary of the 
Baptist's preaching. Mk. had selected from Peter's account of the 
Baptist's preaching a few words which suited his introductory 
section ( 11· 11 ), because they represented the Baptist as looking 
forward to the coming of Christ. John contrasts the work of the 
coming Messiah with his own as being not merely symbolical 
"with water," nor merely preparatory "of repentance," but spiritual 
and final "with the Holy Spirit." Mt. takes these words, and, 
combining with them other sayings traditionally attributed to the 
Baptist, frames a discourse of which the keynote is "judgement." 
He represents it as addressed to the Pharisees and Sadducees, and 
indeed it is very unlikely that the Baptist should have spoken 
words like these to the common people who crowded to his baptism. 
If the first two chapters have been apologetic, rebutting Jewish 
calumnies, this speech of the Baptist's is marked by the tendency 
to anti-Jewish polemic which runs through the whole Gospel. The 
authorities and representatives of the Jewish nation had been fore
warned, even so far back as the days of John's preaching, of the 
fatal results of their short-sighted policy towards the Messiah and 
His teaching. 

X 7. And seeing many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, 0 offspring of vipers, who bade you to flee 
from the coming wrath 7] Lk. has : " He said, therefore, to the 
multitudes who went out to be baptized by him," etc. Both -r{, 
and. {;p.'iv are emphatic, and the tone is one of ironical surprise. 
" Can it actually be the case that you have been persuaded to 
believe that the divine judgement is near, and stirred to endeavour 
to escape from it?" For the divine wrath, cf. Enoch 9018 "the 
staff of His wrath"; 91 7 "the holy Lord will come forth with 
wrath" ; Wis 520 " He shall sharpen stern wrath for a sword"; 
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Jub 2430 "the day of wrath" ; Secrets of Enoch 505 A "lest the 
wrath of God come upon you''; Ro 1 18 "the wrath of God is 
revealed" ; 1 Th 1 10 " the coming wrath " ; Ro 2 5 " the day of 
wrath" ; Rev 616 etc. 

8. Bn"ng forth therefore fruit worthy of repentance.] So Lk. with X 
"fruits" for" fruit." If you are really alive to the necessity of escape 
from the divine wrath, take the only possible way : repent, and act 
as only men who have repented can act. For the connection be
tween repentance and good works, cf. Rabbi Eleazer ben Jacob1 (Ab 
413), "Repentance and good works are a shield against punishment." 

9. And think not to say in yourselves, We have Abraham as X 
( our) father ; for I say to you, that God is able of these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham.] Lk. has: "And do not begin to say," 
etc. Do not suppose that you can substitute for repentance and 
good works the plea of descent from Abraham. The divine wrath 
is about to break in judgement. The Jew will not escape by virtue 
of his nationality. For a commentary on the idea that member
ship of the Jewish polity could save from judgement, cf. Ro 2 17·29• 

10. And already tlze axe is laid at the root of the trees. Every X 
tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is cut down, and 
cast into the fire.] So Lk. Moreover, delay will be fatal. Already 
the judgement is beginning. 

11. I indeed baptize you with water to repentance. But He who M 
comes after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 
carry. He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire.] 
Mk. has these four clauses in the order 2. 3. 1. 4. Lk. agrees with 
Mt.-iyw µ~v fiµas f3a-rrrtCw] Mk. has the aor. J/3&.-rrncra, which is 
due to Semitic influence.-Jv v8an] For the instrumental iv, cf. 
Blass, 116 f. Mk. has the simple dative.-Eis µEravo,av] with a view 
to repentance, i.e. the baptism denoted that those who submitted 
to it repented of their sins and wished to be cleansed from 
them. It symbolised both a present and future state of repent
ance. Mt. adds these words by way of compensation for the 
{3a-rrTicrµa µEravotas which he has omitted from Mk v.4• For the 
prepositional use of b-rrtcrw, cf. Blass, p. 129.-ra {,-rroS~µaTa 
/3 , ] Mk h ',I, \ ~ ' ' , ~ ' " , acrracra, . as Kvyas ,wcrai TOV ,µavra TWV v1roo11µa,-wv 
avrov. To carry the sandals after his master is the duty of a 
slave.-a&os] Cf. Blass, p. 164: £11 'TrVEvµan ay{'f. Baptism with 
water and baptism with the Holy Spirit need not be regarded as 
antithetical and exclusive. The former symbolised repentance. 
But repentance anticipates the gift of righteousness. Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit conveys this righteousness. The former is 
preparatory, the latter final. The Messiah was Himself to be en
dowed with the Spirit; cf. Is 112, Enoch 493 622, Ps-Sol 1742 o 0Eos 
KaTEtpyacraro avrov SvvaTOV l.v 7rVEVJJ.aTt ay{'f, and so able to transmit 

1 A disciple of Akiba. See Bacher, Die Agada der Tannaiten, ii. 283. 
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it .to other people. Cf. Test. Levi r8, Juda 24. But if His work 
should in one direction be a work of transmission of righteous
nes~, in another it would be one of judgement. He should baptize 
with fire Ka.l. 7n1p{. Not in Mk. The words are interpreted in the 
next verse. The fire is that of judgment upon sinners. 

X 12. Whose fan is in His hand, and He will purge His threshz'ng-
jloor, and will gather His wheat into the granary; but the chaff He 
will burn with fire unquenchable.] So Lk. with infinitives for the 
future tenses. These words furnish a commentary on Ka.l. -rrup{ of 
the last verse. The Messiah will separate between the repentant 
and the unrepentant. The former He will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit, and gather them like wheat into a granary (i.e. into His 
kingdom). The latter He will exclude from His kingdom, and 
commit them to fire to be burned like chaff. For the work of the 
Messiah in destroying sinners, cf. Enoch 6927 "He caused the 
sinners and those who have led the world astray to pass away and 
be destroyed from off the face of the earth"; 62_2 "And the word 
of His mouth slew all the sinners, and all the unrighteous were 
destroyed before His face." The unrighteous descend, 6310 "into 
the flame of the pain of Sheol." 

7. f:3&:rrrurµ,a avrov] Om. avrov, .N* B. 
8. L U a/a g2 51 S2 have "fruits," assimilating to Lk. 

11. ,rve6µ,an o:yl<i> Kai ,rvpl] 51 has "with fire and with the Holy Spirit." 
Orn. Kai rvpl, E S V al, But the words are essential to the context. 

7-12. In place of Mk vv. 7• 8, both Mt. and Lk. have a longer 
discourse, Mt 7-12, Lk 37-17, which embodies Mk.'s two verses. In 
the parallels to Mk 78, Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the fol
lowing respects. Both arrange the four clauses in the order 3. 1. 

2. 4 as against Mk.'s 1. 2. 3. 4. Both have µ.lv after lyw, and 
{3a.n,,w for ;.panura.. Both have b, before -rrvivµ,a.ri, and Ka.t 
7n1p{ at the end. In the remaining verses there is very great verbal 
agreement. The only divergences in the words of the Baptist are 
Mt 9 µ,~ S6triri = Lk 8 µ,~ aptri<F0i, Mt 12 the ind., Lk 17 the inf. 
It seems possible, therefore, that the two Evangelists had before 
them a second source, containing words ascribed to the Baptist. 
It is not, however, likely that in this source the sayings were set 
in any historical connection ; for whilst Mt. makes of them a dis
course of warning to the Pharisees and Sadducees, Lk. divides 
them into short addresses to the multitude, viz. 7-9 16• 17 separated 
by other sayings to the multitudes, to toll-gatherers, and to soldiers. 
The source, therefore, seems to have contained sayings only without 
historical incident. Again, it is possible that the two Evangelists 
drew these verses from oral tradition or from different Greek 
sources. Such short summaries of sayings may well have been 
preserved orally, and would tend to become stereotyped in language 
during the process of transmission and use in the services of the 
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Christian Churches and in the discourses of preachers. Or, lastly, 
Lk. may have rea1 the first Gospel and been influenced by its 
phraseology. Agamst the theory of one common source may be 
urged (a) the different descriptions of the audience; (b) the ab
sence of Lk vv.10·14 from Mt.; (c) the variations in language. Mt 
39 86~7JT£= Lk 38 /J.p~7J<r0£; Mt i 1"' ds- JJ,£Tavoiav; Lk. omits; Mt 
ilb 'TO, inro81µ,aTa {3aa-Ta<rai = Lk 316b Av<rai TOIi iµ,avTa 'TWV furo
i>7JJJ,O.TWV avTOV; Mt 312 Kat 8ia,m0api£'i, Kal. U'VI/CJ.~(L = Lk 317 8iaKa-
0apai, Kal. a-vvayay£'iv, On the other hand, the otherwise close and 
minute agreement in language may be urged in its favour. But 
we are possibly dealing with fragments of four (three) and two 
verses in length. There seems to be no reason why such scraps 
should not have been stereotyped in language and widely known. 
It is a matter of indifference whether the Evangelists borrowed them 
from oral tradition or from independent written sources. But ad
mitting that close verbal identity does not necessarily presuppose 
direct and immediate community of source, the variations in Mt 9 

= Lk 8, Mt 12 = Lk 17, combined with the differences of setting, are 
clearly adverse to a common written source. It must remain 
probable that Mt. drew the words from an unknown source, whilst 
Lk. also had them in an independent source. 

(2) 13-17. At His Baptism He received the Holy Spirit, and was 
supernaturally proclaimed to be the Son of God, the .Beloved 
whom God has chosen= Mk 1 9·11. 

13. Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan unto John, to be M 
baptized by him.] Mk. has: "And it came to pass in those days, 
that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized in the 
Jordan by John." Mt substitutes TOT£ (see on 2 7) for Kal. lyl.v£To. 
The latter connecting formula is common in Lk. Mk. has it 
rarely-19 2 15 (Kal. ylv£Tai) 2 23 44 97 ? Mt. retains it only in 910 = 
Mk 2 16• Elsewhere he has it five times in the formula Kal lyl.v£To 
OT£ frl..\.(a-£11 b 'I7J<rovs-, 728 111 1i3 191 261. lv £K£{vais- Ta'is 
~µ,l.pais- he omits here, having anticipated it in 31• For Mk.'s 
~.\.0£11 he has 7rapaylv£Tai to assimilate. to 31• J7ro N atapfr he omits 
as needless after 2 23• For the substitution of "to be baptized" for 
"and was baptized," cf. the similar change in 41 "to be tempted" 
for Mk 113 "and He was-tempted." The editor has in mind the 
fulfilment of the divine purpose in the life of the Messiah. For Tov 
with the inf. (7 times in Mt.) expressing purpose, cf. Blass, p. 235 
and 2 18. The aorist implies a definite and completed action. 

14, 15. And John tried to forbid Him, saying, I have need to be E 
baptized by Thee, and dost Thou come to me? And Jesus answer
ing said to him, Suffer z"t now : for so z"t i's fitting for us to fulfil 
all righteousness. Then he suffers Him.] These verses are not 
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found in Mk., and appear to be an attempt to explain why the 
Messiah submitted to John's baptism. 7rA7Jpwuai 7rauav OiKaio
<TVV7JV apparently means "to leave nothing undone that had been 
revealed as the righteous will of God." John's baptism had the 
divine sanction, and the Messiah therefore must submit to it. 
In Mk.'s Gospel the baptism of Christ would seem to be recorded 
as the period when He received His Messianic authority. Then 
the Spirit came down into Him, and the divine voice declared 
Him to be the beloved Son. But when Mt. prefixed the narra
tive of the supernatural birth, the question was at once raised, 
How could one who was conceived of the Holy Spirit need to 
be baptized in order to receive Him? Mt. leaves the question 
unsolved, but attempts a partial solution by suggesting that the 
baptism was not necessary to the Messiahship of Christ. The 
Spirit, indeed, then came down upon Him, but He was not then 
constituted the Son of God. This He had been from His birth. 
The divine voice only ratified and publicly proclaimed an already 
existing Sonship. With this insertion and its attempt to explain 
why Christ was baptized, cf. the omission of Mk.'s statement that 
John's baptism was d, acf,Euiv aµapnwv. A somewhat parallel 
account is quoted by Jerome, Contra Pelag. iii. 2 from the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews: "Ecce mater domini et fratres 
ejus dicebant ei : 'J oannes baptista baptizat in remissionem 
peccatorum; eamus et baptizemur ab eo.' Dixit autem eis 'Quid 
peccavi ut vadam et baptizer ab eo? nisi forte hoe ipsum quod 
dixi ignorantia est.'" Here the point seized for explanation is 
the sinlessness of Christ. How could one who was sinless submit 
to a baptism "of repentance unto remission of sins," Mk 1 4 ? 
The editor of the first Gospel has also felt the difficulty, and 
partially removed it, by omitting t:ls acf,E<TLV aµapnwv. See on v. 2• 

But since he has prefixed to the account of the baptism the narra
tive of the supernatural birth and the words of the Baptist, "He 
shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire," the question 
was raised in a new form, How could one who was begotten of 
the Holy Spirit (120) receive the Holy Spirit at baptism? And 
how could one who was Himself to baptize with the Holy Spirit 
come to John for baptism? I have marked the insertion vv. 14·15., 

as editorial, but of course the editor may be borrowing from a 
source known to him.-T6Tt:] see on 2 7.-clcpl7Juu1] For the historic 
present, cf. Introduction, p. lx. 

M 16. And Jesus, having been baptized, went up straightway from tht 
water : and, behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw 
the Spin'/ of God coming down as a dove, and coming upon Him.] 
Mk. has : "And straightway going up out of the water, He saw 
the heavens being rent, and the Spirit as a dove coming down into 
Him." 
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Mt. by substituting <hro for lK and avoiding d<; in the previous 
verse, suggests that the "baptism" did not necessarily involve 
complete immersion. 

After the insertion of vv.14· 15 he adds /3a1T-riu0El<; 8£ o 'IT)uoiis as 
a connecting link= Mk.'s Ka{. He then retains Mk.'s Ev0v<;, which 
he elsewhere generally omits. Ka• d,0vs is characteristic of Mk., 
and seems to be used by him without any emphasis on the idea of 
immediacy, but rather as a mere connecting link. Mt. prefers 
'l"O'l"E; Lk. Kat ly£TIETO.-Ka{ l8ov1 See on 120.-aVE<fx071uav] a 
commonplace word for Mk.'s graphic uxi(oµ.lvov<;, which is not 
used elsewhere in this sense. Cf. Is 641 "0 that thou wouldest 
rend the heavens," where the LXX has lav avo{~'f/<; Tov o{;pav6v. 
Ezk 11 Kat .;,vo{x071uav oi olipavo{, Kal Ei8ov.-Kal E!SEv TO 'ITVEV/J-a, 0Eov 

/3 ~ ' ' ' , ' , , , I ] Mk h " h Ka'l"U atVOV wUEt 'ITEptCT'l"Epav EPXO/J-EVOV E'IT avrov . • as: t e 
Spirit as a dove coming down into Him.'' The wud 1TEptCT1"lpav 
must mean like a dove in appearance. Lk. so interpreted it and 
explained it. Philo describes Wisdom as a dove, Quis Rer. Div. 
Her. i. 491. Mk.'s "coming down as a dove into Him" is rather 
harsh. Mt. expands to smooth the construction: "coming down 
as a dove and coming upon Him." The editor may have felt that 
"coming down into" seemed to suggest too forcibly that up to this 
time Jesus had been without the Spirit. The To-0Eov-l71"' may 
be due also to Is 421 To 'ITVEV/J-a /J-OV l'IT' avr6v. 

17. And behold a voice from the heauns, saying, This is ll1j, Son, :re 
the Beloved, z'n whom I was well pleased.] Mk. has : "And there 
came a voice from the heavens, Thou art My Son, the Beloved, in 
whom I was well pleased.''-Kat lSov q,wv'IJ] Mk. has Kal q,wv~ 
iylvEro. For Ka• l8ov, see on 1 20• In Mk. it would seem that the 
voice was heard by Jesus alone. Mt. alters uv Ei into ofiTos luriv 
to make it clear that the proclamation was a public one. The 
passage is modelled on Is 421 as quoted in Mt 1218-21 'ISov, o 1Ta'is 
/J-OV, Sv VP frtua • o aya'IT7}TO<; /J-OV, Sv Ev86K7JCTEV .;, tpVX'I] ,.,_av· 0'1]<TW 1"0 
'ITVEV/J-&. µ.ov l'IT' a{;T6v. The Messiah is in a higher sense than Israel 
the Son and the Beloved of God. The aor. Ev86K'f/<Ta is modelled 
on the aorists of the LXX in this passage, which were probably 
interpreted as implying the divine election of Israel, and so here 
the divine election of the Messiah. Cf. the aorist l86071, 2818 ; 

1TapE86071, 1126• o aya?T7JT6s is not an attribute of o vi6s ,.,_ov, 
but an independent title= "the Beloved"= the Messiah. Cf. 
Armitage Robinson, Ephesians, pp. 229 ff.; Diet. Bib. art. "Isaiah, 
Ascension of." 

15, 16. -rare ciq,£.,,aw avTov· (1a1rmr0ds ol o •1.,,aoOs] S1 has: "Then he 
suffered Him to be baptized_ And when He was baptized." S2 "Then He 
suffered Him to be baptized. And Jesus had been baptized; and when 
He was baptized." a g1 have: "et cum baptizaretur (Jesus) lumen ingens 
(magnum) circumfulsit (fulgebat) de aqua ita ut timerent omnes qui advenerunt 
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(congregati erant)." For the light, cf. the Ebionite Gospel a, quoted by 
Epiphanius, xxx. 13 : ,,,.a! e&0Ds (after the voice) 'll'epdXaµ.,f;e Tov T611'011 <f,ws 
µkya; and Just. Dial. lxxxviii.: KaTeM6vTos TOV 'l'70-ov €71'! To Mwp Kai 'll'vp 
avfiq,0'7 iv Tcil 'lopa&.vv. 

\:Vellhausen and Blass both note that the text presents difficulties, and 
both come to the conclusion that Kai /3a'll'no-0els-VoaTos is an interpolation 
from Mk. But the difficulties are due to the work of the editor in dove
tailing his insertion vv.14· 10 into the text of Mk. After the insertion he 
comes to Mk.'s words: Kai ev8i:,s avaf3alvwv <iK Tov VoaTos eioev. As he has 
previously changed Mk.'s Kai <if3a11'Tlo-0'1 els TOIi 'Iopo&.11'111 v'll'o 'lwifvou into €71'! 
rl,11 'Iopoci.11'711 'll'pos rov 'lw.£11'111 Tov /3a'll'T10-011va.1 inr' a.vTou, he feels it necessary 
to take up the thread of the narrative, and to state the fact of the baptism by 
inserting {3a.'ll'TL0'0els ol o 'I'7o-oiJs. This carries with it the change of Mk.'s 
ev8vs ava./30.lvwv into euOos avef3'1• The subject of eioev is as in Mk. 'I'7o-ofis. 
Contrast Jn 132• We might have expected Mt. to make the publicity of the 
whole scene more emphatic by introducing John or others as the subject of 
e!oev. But he has followed Mk. in this particular, contenting himself with 
suggesting the publicity of the divine proclamation by changing ~v el into 
ovr6s <io-T1v. S S2 add "to be baptized" in order to relieve the ambiguity 
of aq,/'70"111 and its Syriac equivalent. Both might mean "leaves Him.'' S" 
adds also: "And Jesus had been baptized," from an over-scrupulous desire 
to have the fact of baptism explicitly stated. 

17. Ovr6s €0'TIJI] D a S1 S2 Iren. have O'V el as in Mk 111• The fact that 
Mt. in 175 assimilates to J17 by adding /0011, Xe-youo-a., and <!11 cji eM6K'70""-, makes 
it probable that ovros <in111 of l 75 occurred also in J17• If o-v d had stood 
there, we should probably also have found it in 175• 

0 ulos µ.ou () a-ya.11''7TOS] S1 S2 have "My Son and My beloved.'' 

13-17. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: ~v£<p
x0'Y/uav, Mt 16 = Uvetpx0~vai, Lk 21 for uxi(oµ,l,·ov~, Mk IO; f.7r'J aVT6i·, 
Mt 16, Lk 22 for d, avT6v, Mk 10• 

(3) IV. 1-11. He was prepared for His ministry by temptation. 
An expansion of Mk 112• rn. 

lVt 1. Then was Jesus led into the wilderness by the Spirit to be 
tempted by the devil.] Mk. has : "And straightway the spirit 
driveth Him into the wilderness. And He was in the wilderness 
forty, days, being tempted by Satan."--T6T£J For Mk.'s Kat £v0v,, 
see on 316.-o 'l17!TOV, av~x0'1]-inr'o TOV '1C11£VJJ,«TO,] For Mk.'s harsh 
f'o ffll£vµ,a a&'ov lK/3,D,) .. n, thus avoiding lK/3&)1.Anv, a harsh word 
in this context, Lk. also has ~y1aTo. Mt. substitutes a passive 
for Mk.'s active voice in 925 1411 1626 188 1913 2422 (2) 2657 27ss 

286.-1mpa!T0~vai] for Mt.'s emphasis on the divine purpose, 
see on J18• For the final infinitive, see Blass, p. 223. Mt. 
avoids Mk.'s repetition of "the wildemess.''-'fur'o Tov 8ia/36Aov] 
So Lk. 

M 2. And having fasted forty days and forty nights, He was after
wards hungry.] Mk. has only the "forty days," omitting the 
fasting and the hunger (which Lk. also has). But he has the 
obscure, "And he was with the wild beasts," which Mt. omits. 
The verse reminds us of the fasting of Moses, Ex 3428• For the 
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form 1.-rrE{vacra, see Blass, pp. 40, 4 7. Lk. has : "And He ate 
nothing in those days ; and when they were accomplished He was 
hungry." Vv.3•10 are not in Mk. Lk. has a parallel narrative, but 
the temptations are in a different order, and the descriptive verses 
differ in phraseology. There is also less verbal agreement here in 
the dialogue than there is in 37•12 = Lk 37•17• As in that case the 
two Evangelists may have drawn from independent written or oral 
sources. 

3. And the tempter came and said to Him, If thou art God's X 
Son, say that these stones become loaves.] Lk. has : " And the 
devil said to Him, If thou art God's Son, say to this 'stone that 
it become a loaf."-Ka( -rrpocr£A.0wv-£i-rrw] Lk. has t:i7r£V oi. -rrpocr
ipx£cr8ai is a favourite word in Mt. It occurs 52 times: in Mk. 
6, in Lk. 10.-& -rrnpa(wv] a reminiscence of Mk.'s -rrupa(61uvos. 
-v[o<; TOV Brnv] Cf. Dalm. 1¥ords, 274ff.-01,\{8oi] Lk. has the 
singular. For Mt.'s predilection for plurals, see on 827• 

4. And He answered and said, It is written, Not upon bread X 
alone shall man live, but upon every utterance that proceedeth through 
the mouth of God.] Lk. has : "And Jesus answered him, It is 
written that, Not upon bread alone shall man live." The quota
tion is from Dt 83 in the language of the LXX. B has 'T'(' before 
I.K-rroprnoµ,iv'i!, but A F Luc omit. In Deuteronomy the writer 
describes how the Israelites in their wanderings learned that 
natural products do not always suffice to support life. They were 
thus led to live in dependence on the creative word of God. 
Christ restates this principle as valid for Himself. He will rely 
upon God's will for the necessities of life. The tempter implied 
that Sonship involved power to perform miracles. Christ neither 
affirms nor denies this, but replies that God, if it be His will, can 
provide food for His needs. Cf. Jn 484• For an earlier application 
of Dt 88, cf. Wisd. r626• 

IS. Then the devil taketh Him t"nto the holy city, and placed Him X 
upon the wing of the temple.] Lk. has : "And he led Him to 
Jerusalem, and placed Him upon the wing of the temple."-T~1• 
aylav 7rOALV J Cf. 2753, Rev 11 2 21 2• 10 2219, Dn 924, To 13°.

'TrTEpvywv l For the diminutive form, see Blass, p. 6 3.--rrapa,\aµ,
/3av£t] The historic presents here and in the succeeding verses are 
striking; see Introduction, p. Ix. 

6. And he saith to Him, If Thou art Gotl's Son, cast Thyself down: X 
for z"t is wn·tten, that His angels He charges concerning Thee : and 
upon (their) hands they shall bear Thee, lest Thou strike against a 
stone Thy foot.] Lk. has: "And he said to Him, If Thou art God's 
Son, cast Thyself hence down. For it is written, that His angels 
He charges concerning Thee, to guard Thee ; and that upon 
(their) hands they shall bear Thee, lest Thou dash against a 
stone Thy foot." The quotation is from Ps 9011. 12• Mt omits Tov 
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BiacpvAa~ai <TE EV (1rumv) TUL<; &Bo'i:, (TOV, and Lk. omits EV (1ramv) Ta'i:, 
Mo'i:, uov, which would not have been suitable to this context. 

X 7. Jesus said to him, Again it is written, Thou shaft not tempt 
the Lord thy God.] Lk. has : " And Jesus answered and said to 
him that, It has been said," etc. The quotation is from Dt 616 in 
the words of the LXX. 

X 8. Again the devil taketlt Him unto an exceeding high mountain, 
and showeth Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.] 
Lk. has: "And taking Him up, he showed Him all the ·kingdoms 
of the inhabited world in a moment of time." Lk.'s &.vayayc,)v is 
ambiguous, "into the air"? For Mt.'s mountain, cf. the mountain 
of the Sermon, 51 ; the mountain of Transfiguration, 171 ; and the 
mountain of Ascension, 2816• 

X 9. And said to Him, All these things will I give Thee, if Thou 
wilt fall down and worship me.] L~. has : " And the devil said to 
Him, To Thee I will give all this authority and their glory : because 
to me it has been delivered; and to whomsoever I will, I give it. 
Thou, therefore, if Thou wilt worship before me, all shall be Thine." 

X 10. Then saitlt Jesus to him, Away, Satan: for it i's written, The 
Lord th,v God shalt thou worship, and Him alone shalt thou serve.] 
Lk. has: "And Jesus answered and said to him, It is written," 
etc. The quotation comes from Dt 613• B has there cpof3TJ0~ur,, 
and omits µov'l'. But A has 1rpouKvv~un, and µ6v'l,'.1-1rpouKvv£w] 
a favourite word with Mt., generally takes a dative; cf. 2 2• s. u 49 82 

918 1433 1525 1826 289. 

X 11. T/1en the devil leavetlt Hi"m.] Lk. has: "And having 
accomplished every temptation, the devil departed from Him for 
a time.'' Mt. now returns to Mk 112 • 

. M And, behold, angels came and were ministering to Him.] Mk. 
has : "And the angels were ministering to Him.'' For TOT£, see 
.on 2 7 ; for Kal lBov, 1 20 ; and for 1rporn,>..0ov, v. 3• 

6. 1repl croD] S1 adds: "that they should keep thee," assimilating to Lk. 
8. -roD Kocrµ.ov] S1 "of this world." 

Ka! T1)P o6~av aVTwP] Omit S1• 

9. S1 has: " And said to Him, These kingdoms and their glory Thou 
hast seen. To Thee will I give them, if," etc. 

10. il1ra-ye] So ~ BC* al If k. Add 01rlcrw µ.ov C2 D al S2• S1 has 
"behind.'' 

11. 01&./30\os] S1 S2 add "for a time," assimilating to Lk. 

The three temptations are clearly symbolical. That is 
suggested at the outset by "was led by the Spirit," an

1 
external 

representation of an inward experience. The first temptation was 
to put to the test His own consciousness of divine "Sonship." 
The "Son of God" could change stones into loaves when 

1 The editor (or his source) either had 1rpocr1wvficrm (rather than <t,o,8ri8ficrr, 
== Heh. Ni•n) in his copy of the LXX, or has substituted it for <t,o,8ri0iJcrr, to 
emphasize the antithesis with 1rpocrKv•iJcr11s of v. 9• Cf. Introduction, p. xxxi. 
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necessity arose. In answer, Christ refuses thus to test His own 
convictions. He would act only as God willed. The second 
was a temptation to put God to the test. If the "Son of God" 
were in danger, God would protect Him. In answer, Christ 
appeals to Scripture for proof that such testing was forbidden. 
The third was a temptation to grasp at once and by one act 
the Messianic sovereignty of the world, which His consciousness 
of Messiahship led Him to expect in the future. For answer, 
Christ finally dismisses (v1ray£ SaTavii) the tempter. The service 
of God to which He was pledged forbade the premature hastening 
of events by methods which involved rebellion against God's will. 
Lk. has the last two temptations in the reverse order, and con
sequently no v1ray£ SaTavii. His arrangement avoids the double 
change of scene which is found in Mt.-desert to Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem to a high mountain. On the other hand, Mt.'s 
arrangement is probably due to his belief that the offer of 
universal monarchy formed the fitting climax to the series. By 
inserting the mountain, the editor may have intended to draw a 
contrast between the mountain upon which Christ refused 
Messianic power with that other mountain (2816) upon which at 
a later period He told His disciples that all power was given to 
Him in heaven and upon earth. It seems probable that the 
three temptations are artificially connected with Mk.'s brief 
statement ( r 12• 13), where the whole scene takes place in the 
wilderness. "He was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted.'' 
There He was with the beasts, .and there presumably angels 
ministered to Him. But in Mt., after the first temptation, we 
leave the wilderness, and the ministration of angels presumably 
took place on the high mountain. 

C.-IV. 12-XV. 20. :MINISTRY IN GALILEE=Mk 114-723. 

( r) 12-1 7. Appearance in Galilee. From Mk 114. 15. 

12, 18. And when He heard that John was delivered up, He M 
departed into Galilee. And having left Nazara, He came and 
settled at Cap/:zarnaum, which is on the lake, in the districts of Zabulon 
and Naphtali. J Mk. has : " And after that John was delivered up, 
Jesus came into Galilee." For aKovuas, cf. 1413, a second occasion 
on which Christ's movements were conditioned by tidings of the 
Baptist.-av£xwp17u£V] See on 2 12.-i>.lJwv KclTl§K17U£V (t<; Kacpapvaovp.] 
The editor anticipates the arrival at Capharnaum from Mk 123, 

because he wishes to make it the subject of a fulfilment of 
prophecy.-T~v 1rapa8aAauulav] Capharnaum, whether identified 
with Tell !;Him or Khan Minyeh (see Sanday, Sacred Sites, 36 ff.), 
being on the shore of the lake.-iv &plot<; Za{3ov>..wv Ka, N £<p8aA£lp.] 

3 
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This geographical note is necessary to explain the bearing of the 
following quotation : 

0 14. In order that it might be fulfilled which was spoken tlzrough 
Isaiah the prophet, saying.] For the formula, see on 1 22• The 
quotation comes from Is 91• 2• 

0 15. Land of Zebulon, land of Naphtali, way of the sea, over 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations.] 

0 16. The people which (was) sitting in darkness saw a great 
light. And for those sitting in a region and shadow of death, light 
rose for them.] The editor seems to be quoting a Greek version, 
otherwise he would hardly have rendered ,,, by the accusative 
b86v. In the original it is the object of a verb; but Mt., who 
wrests the words from the context and omits the verbs, would, if 
translating from the Hebrew, have rendered 086, just as he has 
given us yij, not yijv. b86v can only be due to careless copying 
from a version before him. This version was not the LXX, which 
differs a good deal from Mt.'s rendering. B of the LXX has not 
oBav Oa>..a.<T<T'YJ,, but these words stand in LXX ~ Ca A Q, and were 
found in Aquila and Theodotion. Mt. presumably had before 
him a Greek version which was either different from the LXX, or 
was an early form of the LXX, containing oBov Oa>..a.<r<TTJ,, In the 
latter ca~e he has adapted the verbs to suit his context. We need 
not inquire as to the exact signification of the geographical terms 
in the original. The editor tears the words from their context, 
because he saw in them a prophecy of the fact that Christ went 
to Galilee to begin His ministry, and settled for that purpose at 
Capharnaum, which became from henceforth His headquarters. 
Isaiah had spok!:!n of Galilee (ra>..iAa{a Twv Wvwv ). He had also 
spoken of oBov OaAa.<r<rYJ,, and Capharnaum was 1rapa0a>..a.<r<rta. 
Isaiah had spoken also of Zebulon and Naphtali, and Capharnaum 
was in the territory of these tribes. The prophet had said of 
these places that their inhabitants should see a great light. When 
Christ began His work amongst them this was fulfilled. Whatever, 
therefore, may have been the original signification of tl'il ,,,, or 
of its Greek equivalent ooov Oa>..a.<r<rYJ,, it is hardly possible to 
doubt that Mt. had in mind when he copied the words the lake 
of Galilee, and descr,bed Capharnaum as T~v 1rapa0a>..a<r<r{av to 
make his meaning clear. 

rij Za/3ov>..i1v Kat yij N E<f,0a>..£{,u] LXX has xtJpa Za/3ov>..i1v ~ yij 
NE<f,0aAd,u.-ooov OaAa<r<TTJ,] See above.-1rlpav Tov'Iopoa.vov] So 
LXX, the usual equivalent of J17'il 7.:ll,'.-I'aAtAata Twv Wvwv] So 
LXX.-o >..ao<; o Ka0~p.EVO<; iv <TKO'TEt] LXX B has 1ropEUOJJ,EVO<; after 
the Heb., but A Ka0~µ.£VO<; -EWE cpw<; ,ulya] LXX iBE'TE B, EtBE'TE ~* r, 
ElBE · ~ c,-Kat 'TOt<; Ka0Tjµ.£VOt<;] LXX oi Ka'TOLKOVV'TE<;.-ev XtiJP'l- Kat 
(TKt~ Oava'TOV] So LXX (om. Ka{ B ~*).-<f,w<; &vfr£tA.£V av'Tot,] 
LXX : <f,w, Aa,ulfm Jq,' v11a.,. 
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17. From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, .Repent: M 
for the kingdom of the heavens is at hand.] Mk. has K7Jpvuuwv To 
F.vayyDuov TOV 8wv, Kal >..iywv OT! Ifrn·A~pwmt o Kaipo<; · Kat ~yytK£V,; 
f3aui>..da TOV 8wv M£TaYO£tT£ KaL 1TIUT€V£T£ fr T<p evayye,\{'f).-a1ro 
TOT£] The editor contrasts this early period of the preaching of 
the kingdom with a later preaching of His death and resurrection; 
cf. 1621, and abbreviates the statement of the contents of Christ's 
preaching. · For his habit of retaining only one of Mk.'s many 
double expressions of an idea or fact, see Introduction, p. xxiv. 
He has already assimilated the statement of the contents of the 
Baptist's preaching to this verse, cf. 32• • 

13. Kcupapvaou,u] So ~ B DZ 33 latt.-Na,l"ap<i] ~b B* X Z 33 k Orig. 
Na,l"apMJ, R" D al. 

16. iv xwpq, Ka! <TKi~] 51 has : "in sorrow and in the shadow of death" ; 
52 " in the shadows of death." 

17. ,u<Tavoerre] Orn. 51 52 k Blass. 

( 2) 18-22. The calling of four disdples. From Mk 116•20• 

18. And walking by the sea of Galilee, He saw two brethren, M 
Sz'mon called Peter, and And1·ew hz's brother, casHng a net z'nto the 
sea : for they were .fishermen.] Mk. has : "And passing by the sea 
of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting 
in the sea: for they were fishermen." 

1rept1raTwv ol] for Mk.'s Kat 1rapaywv, Mt. prefers the construction 
with o/, and avoids Mk.'s iteration of the;: same pronoun 1rapaywv 1rapa, 
cf. I 718 241• He inserts ovo &.o.>..cpovr; and TOV >..eyap.evov ITfrpov, and 
substitutes avTov for the tautologous l{p.wvo<;. l{p.wv is a Greek 
name substituted for the Hebrew Symeon. It occurs in Ecclus 501, 

Josephus, and the N.T., and is a common Greek name; see Pape, 
Wiirterb. der griech. Eigennamen ; and Deissm. Bib. Stud. p. 315. 

'Avop/a,;] is a not uncommon Greek name. It occurs of a Jew 
in an Olympian inscription of B,c. 169, Ditt. Syll. 301. 5. Mt. 
substitutes {3aAAOVTa', ap.cp{f3>..-riuTpov for Mk.'s vaguer ap.cp{f3a>..>..ovTar;, 
which is used absolutely here only. The subst. ap.q,if3o>..ru,; = a 
fisherman, occurs in Is 198.-~uav yap J,\1ei:s] For the occurrence 
of this clause in Mt. and Mk. as a proof of dependence of one 
Gospel on the other, see Hor. Syn. p. 43. &>..iev,; occurs from 
Homer downwards. For the first cent. A.D., cf. Ox. Pap. II. ccxciv. 6. 

19. And He saith to them, Come after Me, and I will make you :m: 
fishers of men.] Mk. has: "And Jesus said to them, Come after 
Me, and I will make you to become fishers of men." Mt. omits 
yedu8ai as superfluous. For 01r{uw as a preposition, see Blass, 
p. 129.-oeun 01r{uw] is Semitic. 

20. And they immediately left the nets and followed Hi'm.] Mk. M 
has: "And immediately they left the nets and followed Him.'' 
Mt. substitutes oi oHor Mk.'s Ka{. See on v. 18, and Introduction, p. xx. 
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l!rt 21. And going forward thence, He saw two other brethren, James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets. And He called them.] Mk. has: "And 
going forward a little, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother, these also in the boat mending the nets." Mt. inserts 
iKEi:0EV, which occurs 12 times in this Gospel, 5 in Mk., 3 in Lk., 
2 in Jn. He inserts also ci.\.\ous 8110 o.8E.\cpous, as in v.18, and omits 
Mk.'s Semitic Kal avTovs. He adds "with Zebedee their father" by 
anticipation from the next verse of Mk., and "their" after " nets." 

l!rt 22. And they immediately left the boat and their father, and 
followed Him.] Mk. has: "And they left their father Zebedee 
in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him." Mt. 
substitutes oi U for Ka[ as in v.20, and ~Ko.\ov071rrav avT~ for amj.\0ov 
~ , , ... 
07Tl(TW aVTOV, 

(3) Illustrations of His teaching and work, 423-994 

(a) Anticipatory sketch, 423-25. 

23-25. The editor now comes to Mk 121·22• He has already 
(41) spoken of the entry into Capharnaum, and therefore omits 
it here. Mk 1 21h speaks of teaching in the synagogue. But 
here the editor wishes to develop his scheme of giving illustrations 
of Christ's teaching and work in successive sections. He therefore 
inserts at this point an introductory sketch of Christ's activity 
in these two respects, 4 23·25• The teaching in the synagogue at 
Capharnaum becomes a synagogal teaching throughout the country, 
and a summary of Christ's work of healing is added. 

E And Jesus passed through the whole of Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing 
every sickness and every disease among the people. And the rumour 
about Him went into all Syria: and they brought to Him all who 
were in evil plight, holden with manifold sicknesses and torments, 
demoniacs, and lunatics, and paralytics,- and He healed them. And 
the'l'e followed Him many multitudes from Galilee, and Decapoli's, 
and Jerusalem, and beyond Jordan.] _ 

The phraseology of this editorial summary is largely borrowed 
from Mk. 

For Kal 7rEpi-ryyEV-8i8ao-Kwv, cf. Mk 66 Kal 7rEpi-ryyE-8tM<TKWV; 
for EV 0.\11 rfi ra.\i,\a{i, Mk 139 El, 6A7JV T~V ra.\i.\a[av; for K7Jp11<T<TWV 
T() Evayyi.\iov, Mk 114; for amj.\0Ev ;, 0.KO~ avTOV Eis OA7JV T~V 
lvp{av, Mk 128 il[-ryME 8e ;, 0.KO~ avTOV Ev0vs 1rav-raxoii ds OA7JV T~V 
7rEp[xwpov; for 1rpoo-~vEyKav avTq> 7rO.VTa<; TOV<; KaKw<; EXOVTa,, Mk 1 32 

lcpEpov 1rpo, a&ov 7rO.VTa<; TOV'i KaKW<; EXOVTa<; ; for 7r'OlK[A.ai<; VO<TOl<;
KaL i0Epa7rEV<TEV alirov<;, Mk 134 Kal e0Epa7TEV<TEV-7TOlKlAat<; VO<TOl<;; 
for 8aiµ.ovitoµ.ivov<;, M k 132 ; for ~KoAov071rrav avT4l ox.\oi 1ro.\.\o[, 
Mk 524 ~KOAou(hi avT4l ox.\o<; 7TOA11S, cf. Mk 37 ; for AEK0.7T0At<;, 
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Mk 520 731; for '1£pocroA:6µ.wv Kal 'Iov8a{a, ,cal 7r£pav Tov 'Iopa&:vov, 
Mk 3s. 

23. TO £l!ayyE>..iov nj, ,Bacri>..da,] i.e. the good news that the E 
kingdom was near, cf. v.17. £l!ayyl>..wv in Cl. Gk. is the reward 
given to a bearer of good news. So in 2 Sam 410• In "later writers 
it means, as here, the good news itself. So in Lucian, Plutarch.
µ.a>..a,c{a] only in Mt. amongst New Testament writers, cf. 985 101. 

-crvvaywyai,] For the history of the synagogues, see Schurer, n. 
ii. 52 ff. 

24. lvp{a] never occurs in Mk.-crvv.fxoµ.ai] in this sense only E 
here and in Lk. and Acts amongst the New Testament writers. 
-,Bacravo,] of disease only here.-,Bacr&:voi, uvv£xoµ..fvo,] occurs in a 
different sense in 4 Mac 1582.-&iµ.ov{(£u0ai] in this sense only in 
late writers.-'l!'apaAvTtK6,] a New Testament word, Mt. and Mk. 
Lk. (5 18• 24) and twice in Acts has 'l!'apa>..£Xvµ..fvo,.-u£A'l]Vta{oµ.evo,] 
i.e. epileptic, again in 1715 ; a late and rare word.-,cat iB£pa'11'£vu£V 
al!rov,] Dab C g1 h have ,cal 'l!'avra, i0£pd.'11'£VU£V. Cf. 816 I 2 15 1486• 

25. ox>..ot 'll'oX>..ol] the plural is characteristic of Mt. He has E 
the plural ox>..oi about 30 times, the singular 16 times. Mk. has 
the singular about 37 times, the plural once.1 In Lk. the numbers 
are more equally balanced. 

6.£Kaml>..£w,] occurs twice in Mk. For its history, see Schurer, 
n. i. 94; DB, art. "Decapolis." 

'1£pouo>..vµ.wv] is here treated as a neuter plural. In 2 8 it is fem. 
sing. The aspirated form is apparently due to association with iEp6,. 
tf. West. and Hort, Introduction2,p. 313; Blass, p. 31. Mk. and Mt. 
(except in 2737) always have this form. Cf. Blass, p. 31.-'ll'fpav Tov 
'IopSavov] is the l:!"!~iJ i?,~ of the Mishna, and the Perrea of Josephus. 
For its extent, see Schiirer, u. i. 3, 4; DB, art. "Perrea." 

The reason why the editor now gives his illustration of Christ's 
teaching before that of His work is probably to be found in the 
next verse of Mk., viz. 1 22, which describes the effect of Christ's 
preaching. He therefore here inserts the Sermon on the mountain, 
5-727, and closes it with this verse from Mk 1 22 = Mt 727· 28. 

(b) V.-VII. Illustration of tlze Messialz's teaclzing. 
From tlze Logia. B 

Analysis-
A. Nine Beatitudes, 58•12• 

B. Two metaphors of discipleship, 513•16. 

C. Relation of the Christian character to the Law, 517-48 

The Christian character is not released from the obli-
1 101, but D S1 latt have the singular also here. 
2 On the Sermon on the Mount, see especially the article of Votaw in DB, 

Extra Volume, pp. I ff. 
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gations of the Law. It is under still heavier re
sponsibilities. 

Christian "righteousness" is to be not less than that 
of the scribes, but greater, 11-20. 

Five illustrations of the permanence of the Law and 
of this greater righteousness. 

(I) Threefold interpretation of "do not kill," 21-22• 

Twofold application, 2s-26. 

( 2) Interpretation of "do not commit adultery," 27-28• 

Twofold application, 29. so. 
Application of this to divorce, s1-s2. 

(3) Interpretation of" do not swear falsely," 33-343• 

Fourfold application, s4b-s7. 
(4) Interpretation of the !ex talionis, ss-s9a. 

Fourfold application, B9b-42, 

(5) Interpretation of" love thy neighbour," 43-45• 

Twofold illustration, 46-4s • 

.D. Three illustrations of the way in which the Christian 
" righteousness " is to exceed that of the Pharisees, 
61-18, 

(1) Alms, 2-4. 

(2) Prayer, 5·15. 
(3) Fasting, 16•18• 

E. Three Prohibitions, 619-76• 

( 1) µ.~ 8'1/<ravp{(ue, 19-34. 

( 2) µ.~ Kp{vere, 71-5• 

(3) µ.~ Som, 6• 

F. Three Commands, 7-23• 

(I) alrli·n, 7-12. 
(2) eiuD,8aTe, 13-14• 

(3) 7rpouixETE, l 5-2S. 

G. Concluding Parable, 24·27, 

E I. And seeing the multitudes, He went up into the mountain: 
and having sat down, His disciples came to Hi"m.] Lk 617 has: 
"And He came down with them, and stood upon a level place." 

T~ Jpos] Cf. 1423 1529• The article is less natural here than 
in these two places, where it may not unnaturally designate the hill 
country adjoining the lake. It suggests that the Sermon had long 
been traditionally connected with a mountain, and seems to mean 
the mountain upon which the Sermon was delivered. 

Ka8l<raVTOS avrov 7rpo~>..8ov alme] For the unclassical construc
tion, see Blass, p. 2 5 r. 

7rpo~>..8ov is a favourite word with Mt. It occurs 52 times, 6 in 
Mk., 10 in Lk., 1 in Jn. 

ot µ.a8'f/Tal a~Tov] Since nothing has been told us apart from 
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41s-22 of any disciples, their sudden appearance here is a hint that 
the Sermon is anticipated here from a later period. 

2. And He opened His mouth and taught them, saying.] Lk. :E. 
has: "And He lifted up His eyes upon His disciples, _and said." 

&.vo{ta, 'TO CTT6µa avTOv] Again of Philip, Ac 835 ; Peter, Ac 1034; 

Paul, Ac 1814 ; cf. Lk 1c4• It is a somewhat formal introductory 
clause; cf. Job J1. 

3. Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom ofL 
the heavens.] Lk. has : "Blessed are ye poor: for yours is the 
kingdom of God." p.aKa.pio, in the LXX is equivalent to 1~~~-

It describes a state not of inner feeling on the part 'of those· to 
whom it is applied, but of blessedness from an ideal point of view 
in the judgement of others. 

oi ?l"'Twxoi T'{' ?TV£vµan] Cf. Ka0apot rfi Ka.pat<[-, v. 8 ; Ta1mvoii, 
'T<p 7r"V€Vp,an, Ps 3i9 ; {lwv T'{' 7r"V€Vp.an, Ac 1825 ; a:y{a T<{' 7rV€Vp.aTL, 
1 Co 784• By analogy with these parallels the clause must mean 
"those whose spirit is poor." The idea of poverty intended can 
best be reached through the corresponding Hebrew word '~¥, 
for which 'll"'Twx6, stands in the LXX 38 times. The 1)V is the 
man who is poor in the sense of being needy. But the word fre
quently denotes the poor man who is oppressed by the rich and 
powerful. The word then attracts to itself the sense of poor, 
pious, religious people who are oppressed by the ungodly. They 
are therefore the objects of God's favour. He does not forget 
them, Ps 918, but delivers them, Ps 3410, and has compassion on 
them, Is 4914• On these lines -rrTwxot here will mean those who, 
because they endeavour to lead pious lives of obedience to God, 
are "poor," i.e. are oppressed and downtrodden by ungodly people. 
They are "poor" as needing God's help. The T<e -rrvd1v1.n serves 
to spiritualise the sense, and to lay the emphasis rather on the 
religious and moral than on the social condition of those referred 
to. Their spirit is "poor," because they feel their need of God's 
help, and are aware that it can come from Him alone. In their 
inner spiritual life they realise their need of God, and this con
scious spiritual poverty constitutes their claim to the blessings 
promised in the next clause. The -rie -rrvdµan here suggests that 
-rrTwxo£ in Lk 6~0 should be interpreted in the same sense and not 
of literal poverty. The editor of the First Gospel probably felt 
quite rightly that the simple -rrTwxo{ would be misinterpreted by 
Greek readers unacquainted with Semitic idiom. It compressed a 
complicated Hebrew train of thought in a Greek word which would 
be misunderstood if literally interpreted. See Zahn's admirable 
note on the passage. 

For theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.] On the meaning of 
this phrase, see Introduction, p. lxvii. It is clear that the meaning 
must be determined from a general survey of the sense which the 
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phrase has throughout the Gospel. The lUTw probably was not 
represented in the Semitic original, and cannot be pressed. If 
the "kingdom " be a state or condition which is necessarily future, 
the lUTiv must naturally be equivalent to lurai. "The kingdom 
is theirs, i.e. will belong to them when it comes or is realised." 
Or, "they will enter into it when it comes"; or, "the kingdom will 
consist of such as these." The future tenses in the following 
verses suggest that the whole emphasis of the blessings lies upon a 
future condition which shall compensate for the unsatisfying present. 

4, IS. The order of these two verses is uncertain. The arrange
ment ,m,0oiivu, - 1rpq.li, is found in K B C and most unc., in 
most curss. in SI S3 S4 S5 bf q, Tert. Orig.I On the other hand, the 
order 1rp<[,f'i.,-1rw0oiivu, occurs in D 33 a c ffI gI h k S2 Tat.2 That 
is to say, both arrangements were known in the second century. 
Zahn is probably right in saying that if vv.8• 5 had originally stood 
together with their rhetorical antithesis of heaven and earth, it is 
unlikely that any copyist would have thrust v.4 in between them. 
On the other hand, the Western scribes, who represent the order 
5• 4, may have preferred this arrangement because it heightened 
the antithesis, or to draw together the closely allied 1rrwxo{ and 
1rp<[,f'i.,. Wellhausen, observing that the clause about the 1rpq.f'i., is 
directly quoted from Ps 3611, and that its position in this chapter 
varies in the manuscripts, condemns it as an interpolation. If 
1rrwxol rep 1rvroµ.an in v. 3, and not rather 1rrwxot simply ( = C"Jll), 
were original, there would be something to be said for this on the 
ground that 7f'Troxol Tep 1rVEvµ.an and 1rpq.E"i, are practically syn
onymous terms. 1f'Twxo{, as we have seen, corresponds in the LXX 
to C''Jll, and implies not poverty alone or in the literal sense, but 
misery suffered at the hands of others because of godliness. 

1
1rpq.l1s, 

on the other hand, corresponds to C1lJl/ (8 times). This word 
emphasises not the social condition implied in Cl"Jll, but humble
ness of mind. (See Driver, art. "Poor," DB.) But by adding 
'T'e 1rvfvµ.an the editor has obliterated the distinctive meaning of 
1rrwxo{ as= C"Jl/, and made it practically equivalent to 1rpq.f"i, = 
C'lJl/, But this identity belongs to the Greek forms of the sayings, 
not to their Semitic original. There the distinction would have 
been clear. The Lord singled out for His approval both the godly 
oppressed and the godly humble-minded. Of the former, He 
declared that when the kingdom came, they and, by implication, 
not their ungodly oppressors, should enter into it. Of the latter, 
He affirms that because they humbly submit themselves to God's 
will, and look for His help, they shall, as the Psalmist said, "inherit 
the earth," which, purged of the ungodly, will be coextensive with 
the kingdom. It seems best, therefore, to retain the usual order of 

1 iii. 780 on Mt 178, but in iii. 740 on 1616 the other order is given. 
2 See Zahn, Forsckungen, i. 131. 
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verses, on the grounds (a) that it is best supported; (b) that it was 
more likely to be reversed than the rival order, which would at 
once suggest itself to scribes who would like to bring -rrrwxol and 
1rpq.E'i, into close connection, and to emphasise by close contact 
the antithesis between "heaven" and "earth." 

4. Blessed are those who mourn: because they shall be comforted.] L 
Cf. Is 61 2 1rapaKaA£<TaL 1raVTa, 'TOV', '1T'Ev0ovvTas. The thought is of 
those who mourn for the sin in Israel, which checks and thwarts God's 
purposes for His people, and delays the coming of the kingdom. 

5. Blessed are "the humble-minded": because "they shall in- L 
lzerit the earth."] Quoted from Ps 3611• See above. · 

6. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness: L 
because they shall be filled.] Lk has: "Blessed are ye who mourn 
now: for ye shall be filled." Cf. Jer 3825 (LXX) 6n l.µl0v<ra 1ra<rav 
iftvxr,v Siiftw<rav Kat '1T'a<Tav iftvxr,v '1T'£LVW<Tav frl1rA'l'J<Ta; Is 551, Ps 1069 

(LXX) 6TL l.x6pa<TEV iftvxr,v K£VrJV Kat iftvxr,v '1T'£LVW<Tav f.V£1rA'fJ<T£V &-ya0wv. 
The thought is of those who spend their lives in endeavours to 

fulfil the requirements of the law, and to obtain the "righteous
ness " which God demands. Such whole-hearted search will not fail. 

xopTa<T0~<ronai] A coarse word softened down in Comedy and 
in colloquial use. Common in the LXX and N.T. in the sense to 
feed. See Kennedy, Sources, 82. 

7. Blessed are the merciful: because they shall obtain mercy.] L 
i.e. in the day of judgement. 

8. Blessed are the pure in heart: because they shall see God.] L 
Ka0apol. TV KapUq.] Cf. Ps 234.-'oiftovTai] Cf. Ps 107• For the 

vision of God as the aim of the religious life, cf. Philo, De Vit. 
Contempt. ii. 473: The Therapeutre aim at vision Tov •onos. 
They persevere µiXPtS ll.v T6 1ro0ovµ&ov ZSw<riv. Leg. Alleg. i. 
II 5 : the wise man is 0Ewp{q. Twv BE{wv Tp£cf,6µEvos. De Vit. 
Mos. ii. 106: Moses by his ascetic life entered into the darkness 
where God was, 'TO. &.0laTa cf,v<T£L 0v'l'}rfj KaTavowv. Cf. Fried
lander, Die Relig. Beweg. pp. 258 ff., from whom these references 
are taken. Cf. also Rev 2 24, I Jn 32 &ift6µ£0a awc,v Ka0ws E<TTLV, and 
Philo, de Abr. ii. 1 o : 6T<e 8£ l.tEy£V£TO µr, µ6vov Ta /J.>..>..a 6<Ta lv rfj 
cf,v<T£L Si' £7rL<T'T~JJ,'l'J> KaTaAaµ/3av£Lv, &.>..>..a Kat 'TC)V 1raTlpa Kat '1T'OL'l'J'TrJV 
'TWV <TVJJ,7rLtV'TWV opav, l.1r' /J.Kpov £v8aiµov£as l<TTW 1rpoEA'l'}Av0w,. 

9. Blessed are the peacemakers : for they shall be called sons of L 
God.] Cf. Secrets of Enoch 5 2 11 "Blessed is he who establishes 
peace and love" ; Aboth 112 "Hille! said, Be ye of the disciples 
of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing peace" ; Ps-Sol 17 36 yvw<rETat 
yap av'TOV<; 6TL 7r!lVT£', viol. 0£ov awwv d<Tt; A both 318 "The Israelites 
are beloved, for they are called children of God." Cf. Dt 141• 

10. Blessed are they who have suffered persecution for righteous- L 
ness' sake: because theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.] 

The preceding eight blessings seem to form a con.1plete para-
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graph, begun and ended with the same promise, "because theirs 
is the kingdom of the heavens." It is clear that this phrase contains 
in itself all the blessings promised in the six intermediate clauses. 
It seems clear also that the kingdom is regarded as a condition of 
things still in the future. When it comes, those whose spirit is 
poor, i.e. those who humbly rely upon God, or, as originally spoken 
without T<e 7r11£vµan, those who are poor, i.e. the oppressed godly 
people, will be its citizens. Then those who mourn for the sin 
which now delays its coming, will receive consolation when they 
see righteousness triumphant. Then, too, the humble minded, i.e. 
those who feel their need of God, will inherit the earth. It seems 
best to suppose that this clause should be understood literally in 
spite of the fact that it is a quotation from the Psalter. The earth 
purified from sin and purged of the ungodly, who now oppress the 
" poor " and meek godly people, will then be coextensive with the 
kingdom. Then, too, those who hunger and thirst after the divine 
righteousness, will be satisfied when they find it to be the ruling 
principle in their own lives and in those of other people. The 
merciful, i.e. those who show mercy and compassion to be the 
ruling principle of their lives, will obtain mercy at the great day of 
judgement, which divides the present age from the e,tablishment 
of the kingdom. The pure in heart will then see God. The 
peacemakers will be openly proclaimed as God's sons. Those 
who have been persecuted for their devotion to religion will 
become its citizens. 

L 11, 12. In the ninth blessing Christ addresses Himself directly 
to the disciples. S. Luke has the second person throughout. 

Blessed are ye when they shall reproach you and persecute you, and 
speak all manner of evil against you for My sake. Re/oice and exult, 
Because your reward is great in the heavens. For so did they per
secute the prophets who were before you.] Lk. has : "Blessed are ye 
when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you, and 
reproach you, and cast out your name as evil for the sake of the 
Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap : for, behold, your 
reward is great in heaven. For likewise did their fathers treat the 
prophets." 

µur86,] The later Jewish theology is much coloured by 
ideas of reward and punishment. In Wis 2 22 we read of the 
"reward of holiness" µur86,-brn6n7To~. Cf. Wis 515, 2 Es 735• 

83, 98 888• 39 1356• Occasionally, however, we find a protest against 
the idea of reward for goodness. "Be not," saith Antigonous 
of Socho, "as slaves who minister to the Lord in order to 
receive recompense," Aboth r3• Here the thought is not that of 
reward for piety, but of future recompense for a present condition 
of persecution and reproach. The number of the Beatitudes is 
much disputed. They can be reckoned as seven by disconnecting 
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11-12 from the preceding verses and uniting 8 and 10 as one (so 
Meyer), or by regarding v.5 as a marginal gloss (so Bacon, Well
hausen); or they may be reckoned as eight by treating 10-12 as one 
beatitude (so Votaw), or by disconnecting 11-12 from the preceding 
(so Zahn). But it seems better to treat them as nine in number 
in spite of the fact that 11•12 only repeat and apply v.10 to the 
disciples. In the Secrets of Enoch, two groups of Blessings occur, 
one (426•14) of nine, the other (5 2) of seven Beatitudes. 

11. Ka.I)' oµwv] Add ,f;ev/i6µevo,, ,~ Bal. Om. Dk S1• The word seems 
to have been added to limit a wide generalisation ; cf. v. 22• 

13-16. Not in Lk.'s sermon. 
13. Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have become E L 

£nsipid, wherew£th shall it be salted 7 it is no longer of any use, ex-
cept to be cast out, and trodden under foot of men.] Cf. Lk 14 84• 35• 

The idea underlying "salt" here is probably its use as a pre
servative. The disciples are the element in the world which keeps 
it wholesome, and delays the day of decay and of consequent judg
ment. But since salt may become.useless for household purposes, 
and be thrown out of doors, so the disciples should beware lest they 
lose their essentially Christian character. The saying is probably 
proverbial, and it is needless to object that, properly speaking, salt 
cannot change its nature. It may become so soiled or mixed with 
dirt and other extraneous substances as to become practically useless. 

14. Ye are the light of the world. A city set upon a hill cannot E L 
be hid.] · 

If salt designates the disciples as an element in the world, 
so light describes their attitude to it as one of aloofness and 
separation. But though separated from it they cannot but exer
cise an influence upon it, just as a city built on a hill is too 
conspicuous to remain unnoticed. For the light, cf. Test. Levi 148 

" Ye are the lights of Israel" ; 2 Es 1 2 42 "Thou only art left . . . 
as a lamp in a dark place" ; Phil 2 16• For KEtp.EvTJ of a city, cf. 
2 Mac 433• For the city, c1. Logia Jesu 7: 1T6At, ~Koeiop.'YJJJ-EV"f/ 
i1r' 11.Kpov opov, vt/J'YJAOV Kal. f.CTTTJptyp.EV'YJ OVT£ 1T£CT£LV Bvva-rat OVTE 
Kpvf3ijvai. For the combination of "light" and "city," cf. Cicero, 
Catilin. iv. 6 : "Videor enim mihi hanc urbem videre, lucem orbis 
terrarum atque arcem omnium gentium." 

15. Neither do they light a lamp, and place it under the bushel, L 
but on the lampstand; and it lightens all who are in the house.] Cf. 
Lk g1a u33, Mk 421. 

16. So let your light shine before men, that they may see your L 
good works, and glonfy your Father who is in the heavens.] 

,\vxvla] a word of the later Greek writers for the Attic Avxvlov. 
It is used in the LXX, Joseph., Luc., Philo, Galen, but was an old 
vernacular word. Cf. Kennedy, Sources, 40. 
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16. T6V 1raTEpa flµ.wv Tov lv ToZs ofipavoZs] The phrase is 
characteristic of Mt. See Introduction, p. lvi. It occurs besides 
only in Mk 11 25, cf. Lk 1113• As early as the books of Wisdom 
and Ecclesiasticus we find Israelites addressing God as " Father" ; 
cf. Wis 216 143, Ecclus 231. 4 "0 Lord, Father and Master of my 
life"; and the idea of God as Father of the nation had been familiar 
from very primitive times. For examples from the later literature, 
cf. To 134 "our Father," Jub 124 "their Father," 3 Mac 57 "their 
merciful God and Father." The term "Father in heaven" is not 
infrequent in the Rabbinical literature; cf. Mechilta (Ugol.) 397: 
"my Father who is in heaven"; 331 : "their Father who is in 
heaven"; Siphri (Ugol.) 871: "his Father who is in heaven"; 
Aboth 522 "Jehuda ben Terna said, Be ... strong as a lion to 
do the will of thy Father who is in heaven"; Sotah, ix. 15 (49b): 
"Upon whom shall we lean? Upon our Father who is in heaven"; 
Rosh ha-Shana, iii. 8 ( 29a): "As often as the Israelites directed their 
heart towards their Father who is in heaven they were strong"; 
Shabbath 116", Joma, viii. 9 (85b), Pesikta (Wiinsche), pp. 228, 
238; Vayyikra R. (Wiinsche), p. 222; Szphri (Ugol.) 593. These 
examples carry us back to the beginning of the second cent. A. n., for 
the speaker in the last case is Simeon ben Jochai, who lived c. 130 
A.n.1 Cf. Bacher, Ag. d. Tann. ii. 70 ff. For the phrase in Jewish 
literature, see Dalm. Words, pp. 184 ff. Bousset, Rel.Jud. p. 357, 
sees in the phrase a possible influence of Christianity upon Judaism; 
cf. Bischoff,Jesu und die Rabbinen, p. 74. But it is not improbable 
that the phrase was already current in Palestine at the time of 
Christ. 

13-16. Two of the verses in this section find parallels in Lk. 
V.13 occurs in Lk 1434• 35 in a somewhat different form, akin partly 
to Mt., partly to Mk 950, where Lk. in his parallel passage omits it: 
Mt. also omits it in the parallel to Mk. V.15 finds a parallel in 
Lk 816 = Mk 421, where Mt. omits it, and again in Lk 1133• It is 
therefore probable that Lk. had not this section in his Sermon, and 
that the editor of Mt. has inserted it here; because it is more likely 
that Mt. should have inserted, in accordance with his general 
tendency to enlarge discourses, than that Lk should have omitted. 
The setting of these sayings in Lk 1434 and 1133 is not internally 
probable, and it seems very unlikely that he would have omitted 
them from the Sermon in order to place them afterwards in such 
artificial connections. The clauses vµ.lis l<TTE T(> a>.as 'T~S )'}]>, vµ.ELS 
l<TTE T6 cf,ws Tov K<><Tµ.ov are very probably editorial additions to link 
together detached sayings. 

L 17-20. Think not that I came to destroy the law or the prophets. 
I came not to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say to you, Till 
heaven and earth pass away, one yod or one tittle shall not pass 

1 He was a disciple of Akiba. 
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from the law, till all things come to pass. Whosoever therefore 
shall weaken one of these commandments (even) the least, and 
shall teach men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of the 
heavens: but whosoever shall do and teach (them), he shall be 
called great in the kingdom of the heavens. For I say to you, 
That except your righteousness shall exceed (that) of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of the heavens.] 
The meaning of the words is clear. Christ did not come to over
throw the authority of the Mosaic law, which was to be eternally 
binding upon the hearts and consciences of men. So long as the 
world lasted its authority was to be permanent. If- any of His 
disciples taught men to disobey any of its commandments, he 
would be placed in an inferior position in the coming Kingdom. 
If he was a faithful servant of the law, and upheld its authority 
before men, he would receive high rank in the Kingdom. 

Commentators have exhausted their ingenuity in attempts to 
explain away this passage, but its meaning is too clear to be mis
understood. Christ is here represented as speaking in the spirit 
of Alexandrine and Rabbinical Judaism. 

Cf. Philo, Vita Mos. ii. 136: "(The Laws of Moses) will, it may be hoped, 
remain to all eternity immortal so long as sun and moon and the whole heaven 
and world last." Ass. Mos l 12 "He has created the world for the sake of His 
law" (reading legem for p!ebem. See Bousset, Re!. Jud. p. 90). 2 Es 937 "The 
law perisheth not, but abideth in its honour." Joseph. Contra Apion. ii. 277: 
"Our law remains immortal." Beresht'th R. x. I (Wiinsche, 39): "Every
thing has its end, the heaven and the earth have their end, only one thing is 
excepted which has no end, and that is the law.'' Shemoth R. 6 (Wiinsche, 
67): "Not a letter shall be abolished from the law for ever"; Midrash Koh 
71 4 "The law shall remain in perpetuity for ever"; 1 A both 12 "Upon three 
things is the world supported: on the Thorah," etc. Shemoth R. 33 
(Wiinsche, 261): "(The law) is an everlasting inheritance for Israel." 
Vayyikra R. 19 (Wi.insche, 123): "If all the peoples of the world came 
together to rend a single word from the law, they could not do it.'' 

The attitude to the law here described is inconsistent with 
the general tenor of the Sermon Vv.21-48 are clearly intended to 
explain and illustrate the way in which Christ fulfilled the law. 
But they describe a fulfilment which consists in a penetrating 
insight into the true moral principles underlying the enactments 
of the Mosaic Code, and vv.84• 39 directly traverse two propositions 
of the law. Fulfilment in this sense is something very different 
from the fulfilment which rests upon the idea of the permanent 
authority of the least commandment of the law ( cf. v. 10). It seems 
probable, therefore, that vv.18· 19 did not originally belong to the 
Sermon, but have been placed here by the editor, who has thus 
given to 1rA:qpwuai (=to bring into clear light the true scope and 
meaning) a sense (viz. to reaffirm and carry out in detail) which is 

1 Cited by Schoettgen, t'n foe. 
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foreign to the general tenor of the Sermon. V.18 finds a parallel in 
an artificial context in Lk 1617• It is therefore a well-authenticated 
traditional utterance of Christ. Both it and v.19 may well have 
been spoken by Him on different occasions, and under circumstances 
which made His meaning clear, as hyperbolical expressions of respect 
for the authority of the general tenor and purport of the law. 

17. For Kara>..vnv of overthrowing or destroying the authority 
of the law, cf. 2 Mac 2 22 411, 4 Mac 583 179.-rov v6µov ~ roVi 
7rpocf,~ra~] The reference to the prophets seems out of place. It 
is the law alone which is taken into consideration in the rest of the 
chapter. The editor has probably added ~ roils 7rpocf,~ras in view 
of the fact that, according to Christ's teaching elsewhere, Prophets 
and Law alike (i.e. the whole O.T.) found their fulfilment in Him. 

7r)..71pwua,] See above. The sentence finds a distorted remini
scence in the Bab. Tal. Shabb. 116b "I gospel came not to diminish 
the law of Mo~es, but to add to the law of Moses did I come." 

The verse as originally followed by v.20 meant: "I did not 
come, as you might think, to overthrow the authority of the law 
of Moses. In its general scope and purport its authority as an 
expression of the divine will is permanent. I came to fulfil it by 
emphasising its true meaning, and as being the Messiah whom 
it dimly foreshadowed. So far from depreciating it, I tell you 
that your 'righteousness' must be more fundamental than the 
'righteousness' of the scribes and Pharisees, based not upon 
external adherence to the letter of the law, but upon insight into 
the principles which underlie it." 

If Christ was from this point of view the fulfiller of the law, 
He was from another its "end"; cf. Ro 104• 

As here expounded by the editor, the passage means : "I came_ 
to reaffirm the authority of the law of Moses, not to overthrow it. 
No partic'.e of it shall lose its validity so long as the world lasts. 
Anyone who weakens the hold which the smallest commandment 
has over the minds of men will receive an inferior position in the 
coming Kingdom. He who obeys its precepts and teaches others 
to do so, will be ranked high in the Kingdom. For your 'right
eousness' is to be not less, but more exacting than that of the 
scribes and Pharisees." 

~>..Oov] (cf. 913 1040 u 10 1524) has behind it the thought of the 
divine sending. 

L 18. Cf. Lk 1617.-&µ¥] For this word as characteristic of 
Christ's diction, cf. Dalman, 1¥ords, 226 ff.-iws &v 7ropi'A.()y l, 
ovpavoi Kal ~ '01] a hyperbolical expression signifying "never";' cf. 
the passages from Philo and Bereshith R. quoted on v.17; cf. also 
2435.-iwra] Yod = y, 1s the smalle,t letter in the Hebrew Square 
Alphabet. Bab. Sanh. 107"' "If the yod which I took from 
Sarai (in changing it to Sarah) stood and complained many years 
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until Joshua came and I added it to him," etc. KEpa{a] The 
KEpala, are presumably the small strokes that distinguish from one 
another otherwise similar letters of the Hebrew Alphabet. For 
examples of similar letters which may be confused and pervert 
the sense of a passage, see Vayyikra R. 19 (Wiinsche, 124).-ol, 
µ:Y, ?Tapl,\Bv] For the construction, see Moulton, pp. 190-92. 
It is rare in the N.T. (except in words of Christ) and in the 
Papyri. 

lws &v mfvTa ylv17Tm] (1) Until all things (in the law) happen, 
i.e. receive their fulfilment"; ( 2) parallel to and synonymous with 
lws &v ?Tapl>.JJv, K.T.A., "until the end of the world." The similarity 
to Philo, Vit. Mos. ii. 1 36 : lws &v ~ALOS Kal <T£A~V1) KU! o croµ:rras 
olipavos TE Kat Kouµos TI, rather favours this meaning. 

21-26. First illustration of the fulfilment of the law. 
21. Ye heard that z't was said to the ancients, Thou shall not L 

commit murder; and whosoever commits murder is liable to the 
judgement.] 

'Y}KovuaTE 6n lppl017 To'is dpxafo1s] We might have expected, 
"It is written in the law," or "Ye have read in the law"; cf. 126 

2116.42 2231; but here the audience presupposed is one of un
learned people (cf. 728). For the "hearing," compare the saying of 
the multitude in Jn 1 2 34 'Y}Kovuap,EV •K Tov vop,ov. Moreover, each 
word in the sentence is chosen in order to form a direct antithesis 
to lyw Se ,\lyw vµ'tv. This partly accounts for 'Y}KOV<TaTE rather 
than &vlyvwTc, and for lppl017 rather than ylypa?TTat. Further, "it 
was said," is the most frequent form of biblical citation in the 
Rabbinical writings; cf. Bacher, i. 6. For antithesis in this Gospel, 
cf. 152. 3 and 4· 5• Tots dpxa{ois is difficult to parallel; but desire 
for antithesis to "I say," having produced "Ye heard that it was 
said," it is not easy to see what other phrase could have been 
found as a contrast to ilp,1.v. For the use of dpxaioi as the men of a 
past age, cf. Aristoph. Eq. 507; Arist. Metaphys. xi. 1. 2, p. 240; and 
the phra•es KaTa Tovs dpxa£ovs or KaT' dpxalovs quoted by Steph. 
Thes. 1. ii. 2098.-ol, cporn;uns] is quoted from Ex 2015, Dt 518 
(LXX). The following words are not a direct quotation, but a 
summary of the teaching of the law; cf. Ex 2112. For Ti/ Kp{un= 
the verdict of the judges, cf. Dt 1 78 lv Kp{un dva µ,luov aiµ,a afp,aTos 
Kat dva µ,luov Kp{uis 1<p{ucws.-lvoxos] is here apparently equivalent 
to the Rabbinic ::i;i:t = condemned, guilty. lvoxos Tjj Kp{un means 
guilty, and so condemned by the properly constituted authority. 
The phrase is therefore equivalent to "shall be put to death"; cf. 
2666 Evoxos 0ava.Tov= He is guilty (and worthy) of death. 

22. But I say to you, That every one who is angry with his brother L 
shall be liable to the judgement. And whosoever shall say to his E p 
brother, Raca, shall be liable to the Sanhedrin. And whosoever 
shall say, Thou fool, shall be liable to the Gehenna of fire.] 
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Not only will the external act receive due punishment at human 
tribunals, but the inner feeling that prompts it is liable to the 
verdict of condemnation which will be pronounced by God. In 
other words, both prohibition and penalty must be interpreted 
spiritually as well as literally. The addition of the last two clauses 
is unexpected and difficult. Nothing further seems wanted. The 
law said that murder should be punished by the proper authority. 
Christ says that the feeling of anger which prompts the crime will 
meet with the divine condemnation. In this way He fulfilled the law 
by drawing out the moral principles which underlay the enactment. 
But the next two clauses seem to create an artificial distinction 
between different grades of enmity and between the penalties to 
be assigned to them. T<e crvvE8p{fJ!, the Sanhedrin, ,:e. the Supreme 
Court in Jerusalem, seems to presuppose the interpretation of 711 
Kp{crEL as equivalent to "the local district court." Thus we have 
a climax : the local court, the Sanhedrin, the final judgement of 
God. The corresponding sins are anger, contempt, and abuse. 
But, of course, only the last two of these would, in fact, lead to 
trial either before a local court or the Sanhedrin. Nor is there 
any distinction between them to justify the increasing severity of 
punishment. 

Zahn thinks that Christ is here satirising by imitation the 
Scribal methods of exegesis ; showing their futility by a reductio ad 
absurdum which at the same time serves to emphasise his main 
point, that sins of the inner life are as culpable as those of the 
external act. Others would reconstruct the passage. Prof. 
Richards suggests that 22h and O should follow v.21. The three 
clauses would then form a Rabbinical comment and explanation of 
the text "Thou shalt not commit murder," followed by Christ's 
simple antithesis, "Whosoever is angry" is liable to the judgement. , 
But in this case T[l Kp{crn = the local court, must be understood in · 
a sense different from that of -rfj Kp{crEL in Christ's answer where 
it= the judgement of God. For another rearrangement of the 
verses, see DB, art. "Sermon on the Mount," 26. The fact that 
as the passage stands Kp{(J'n of v.21 and Kp{(J'n of v. 22 must be taken 
in two different senses, suggests that 22h and O do not originally 
belong here. They may be duplicate versions of a saying which 
originally stood in some context similar to this, where a distinction 
was being drawn by Christ between moral disorder and external 
action. Or they may be current Scribal precepts added here by the 
editor in a manner which has led to their being understood as part 
of Christ's words: "And (it was also said by the Scribes) whoso
ever," etc. For parallels, cf. Kiddushin 28'" " He that calleth his 
neighbour a slave, let him be excommunicated; he that calleth him 
a bastard, let him be punished with forty stripes"; Bab. Mez. 58h. 
Vv.21 and 22 will then mean: "It was said in the law that the 
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murderer should be subjected to the judgement of death. I say 
that anger is equally de,erving of judgement." 

'PaKa: seems to be equivalent to the Aramaic ~Pt~= empty. 
It was a term of contemptuous address; cf. Ja 2 20• It is not 
infrequently used in Jewish writings; cf. Bab. Berahh 32\ where 
it is applied by a ruler to one who had not returned his salute, 
Mechilta (Ugol.), 389, Sanhedrin 100a. 

µwpe] is the Greek word. It has quite unnecessarily been 
identified with the Hebrew il~\o, Nu 2010• Since the Jews 
borrowed many foreign words, it is quite possible th,at µwpo, was 
in use amongst the Aramaic-speaking population in Christ's time. 
Or µwpl may be a translation of 'PaKa. For examples of µ,wpos 
in the Midrashim, cf. Levy, Neuheb. Wiirterb., and Pesihta, Rab. 
Kahana 14 (\Viinsche, p. 158), where it is used to explain Nu 2010• 

yle1111a11 'Tov 7rvpo,] Cl)ii'J was the name of a valley on the 
south west of Jerusalem. In Jewish literature it became a name 
for the place of punishment of the godless, It occurs in Apoc. 
Bar 5910 "the mouth of Gehenna"; 2 Es 786 "the furnace of 
Gehenna shall be revealed"; and Targ. ls 3314 "the wicked shall 
be given over to Gehenna, (to) burning of everlasting fire." It 
occurs frequently in the later Rabbinical literature. It has three 
doors and seven names, Bab. Erubh 1 9a. Fire has -l<l"th part of 
the heat of the fire of Gehenna, Bab. Berahli. 57b. "Thc;se who 
are destined for Gehenna are called sons of Gehenna," Ros/1 ha Sh 
1 7"". It was one of seven things ,created before the world, Bab. 
Pes.54". Cf. Weber, Jud. Theo!. 341 ff.; Volz, Jiid. Eschat. 288 ff. 

T~ rl/ie)..q,~ aurov] D al S1 S2 add eMj. The word has strong second 
century attestation, but may perhaps more probably have been added as a 
limitation of a wide generalisation, than omitted as unnecessary; cf. on v. 11• 

23, 24. First application of the preceding. 
If therefore thou art offering thy gift upon the altar, and there L 

shouldest remember that thy brother hath aught against thee; leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy gift.] 

EXEL Tt KaTa crov] Cf. Bab. Joma 87'' S ~nS10 n1S iilii = he 
had something against. This section deals with the necessity of 
reconciliation with one's neighbour before the day of Atonement. 
"Rabbi Isaac said, If a man vexes his neighbour, even if it be only 
by what he has said, he must be reconciled to him." 

25, 26. Second application. Cf. Lk 1 2 57-59_ 

Be agreed with thine adversary quichly, whilst thou art with him L 
on the way (to judgement); lest the adversary deliver thee to the 
judKe, and the judge delfrer thee to the officer, and thou be cast into 
prison. Verily I say to thee, Thou skalt not come out thence, untt1 
thou payest the last farthing.] . · 

4 
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dwo£'iv only here in N.T. "Its regular meaning is 'be well 
disposed to,' 'have goodwill to.'" Abbott, Johannine Vocabulary, 
1 7 14 •. The avT£8iKos in this passage should be parallel to a8£A<p6s 
in the preceding verses. The brother who has been wronged must 
be appeased ; and the adversary must be agreed with, in accordance 
with the principle that murder includes anger and all such tur
bulent passions of the soul.1 avT£8iKos in this connection should 
therefore mean "prosecutor"; cf. Lk 183• But with this meaning 
vv.25b and 26 have no real point, and 23•24 and 25·26 are not in any 
true sense parallel. Vv.23•24 apply the principle of v.22• "Because 
anger is implied in the command 'do not murder,' therefore 
remove all cause for anger before coming before God with a gift." 
That is an exhortation with an implicit warning. "God will not 
accept the gift of an offerer whose heart is stained with evil 
passion." Vv.25•26 suggest in the first few words that we have a 
second application: "For the same reason be reconciled with 
one who has legal claims against you" ; but the following words 
carry us into a new atmosphere of thought : " Be reconciled" not 
"IJecause God condemns anger," but "lest you meet the due re
ward of your wrongdoing and languish in prison." Of course it is 
possible to obtain some sort of connection between the verses by 
spiritualising the details of vv.26·26• "On the road through life be 
careful to settle your accounts with spiritual enemies, lest you come 
at last before God, the Judge of all, and by Him be cast into hell." 
But in this case the idea involved in aVT£8iKos falls into the back
ground, and must remain in ambiguity as an unessential element 
in the saying, whereas its position shows that it is obviously as 
important as is a8£i\.cp6s in v.23• There can be little doubt that 
the connection here is literary and artificial. The editor has 
appended to the saying about "the brother who has aught against 
thee" another about "thy adversary," i.e. "thy prosecutor," in 
spite of the fact that as a whole the general purport of the sayings 
is quite different. Vv.25·26 are clearly a warning against the risk of 
appearing before God at the judgement day unreconciled to Him. 
He is alike Prosecutor and Judge and executor of judgement. Lk 
( 1257·59) has the saying in a context to which this meaning is more 
applicable. For a somewhat similar legal simile of the relation of 
men to God, cf. Ab 320• "The office is open; and the broker 
gives credit ; and the ledger is open ; and the hand writes ; and 
whosoever will, comes and borrows; and the bailiffs (l•tCl)) go round 
continually every day and exact from a man whether he wills or 
not; and they have whereon to rest (i.e. the arm of the law), 
and the judgement is a judgement of truth." For God as Judge 

1 Cf. Tke Instruction of Ptak-Hotep, p. 53 : "Set out therefore after a 
quarrel ; be at peace with him that is hostile to (thee) his opponent. It is 
such souls that make love grow." 



v. 26-31.] MINISTRY IN GALILEE 51 

and Prosecutor, cf. Ab 429 "He is Judge, and He 1s Witness, . 
and He is Plaintiff" (ri Sv:i). 

27-28. Second illustration. 
Ye heard that it was said, Thou shalt not commit adultery. L 

But I say to you, That every one who looks upon a woman to desire 
her hath already committed adultery with her in his heart.] 

ou p,oixwu£is] Ex 2018, Dt 517. The prohibition includes also 
lustful thoughts.-& {3'AlTrwv yvva'iKa] Cf. Jer. Challah 583 ; Bab. 
Berakh 24", quoted by Lightfoot; and Shabbath 64h. 

lTrL0vp,~uai avr~v] U nclassical; but cf. Ex 2017, Dt 521 ouK 
iTrL0vp,~u£LS T1JV yvva'iKa Tov TrA'YJ<Ttov uov; cf. Blass, p. 102. 

29. First application of this. 
And if thy right eye is causing thee to stumble (by inducing lustful L 

thoughts), pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is better for thee 
that one of thy members perish, than that thy whole body be cast 
into Gehenna.] 

8£[i6s as applied to a hand seems to emphasise it as being 
the more valued of the two. It is here transferred to the eye by a 
natural assimilation of the two phrases. 

uKav8a'A{C£L occurs outside the New Testament in LXX Dn 
u 41 ; in Aquila, Ps 639, Is 4030 6313, Pr 412, Dn u 41 ; in Ecc!us 95 

238 3215 ; in Sym. Is 821 ; in Ps-Sol 167, and in eccles. writers. 
30. Second application. 
And if thy right hand is causing thee to stumble, cut it off, and L 

cast it from thee: for z"t is better for thee that one of thy members 
perish, than that thy whole body go away into Gehenna.] 

For the hand as an instrument of lust, see Bab. Niddah 13, 
quoted by Lightfoot. For the greater value of the right hand, cf. 
Bab. Berakh 62". Vv.29• 30 occur again in substance in 188· 9 ; and 
it has been questioned whether their position here is not artificial. 
V.30 is omitted by D and S1. But they may well have been spoken 
in this connection. The lustful look, v. 28, suggests the thought 
that the offending member, the eye, should be plucked out; and 
this leads quite naturally to the thought of another member, 
the hand; which is a ready instrument wherewith to satisfy desire. 
Sight and contact which stimulate passion are alike to be avoided . 
.For sight in this connection, cf. Job 311 

30. Is omitted by S1• This and the previous verse have the same ending 
in S2, and the verse may have been passed over for that reason by the 
scribe of S1• 

31. Special application to divorce. 
And it was said that, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let I, 

him give to her a bill of divorcement.] Cf. Dt 241. 3 ypa.ifm ·avrfi 
/3i{3'ACov dTrou'Taulov. dTro<T'Ta.uwv occurs also in Is 501, J er 38 

l8wKa avrii {3i{3'Atov d7rO<TTa<Tfov. 
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L 82. But I say to you, That every one who puts away his wife, 
except on account of fornz'cation, causes her to commit adultery: 
and whosoever marries her that has been put away commits 
adultery.] Cf. Lk 1618.-1rap£KT~, Myov ,ropvE{a,] Aoyov ,ropvda, 
is ·probably equivalent to the Heb. n,,'.11 ,:i, =" something un
chaste," which the school ofShammai decreed to be the only ground 
of divorce; cf. Gitlin 90• 1 "No one shall divorce his wife unless 
there be found in her something unchaste." ,ropv£{a defines the 
unchastity as illicit sexual intercourse. It is, however, open to 
question whether this exception is not an addition of the editor, 
representing no doubt two influences, viz. Jewish custom and 
tradition, and the exigencies of ethical necessity in the early 
Christian Church. A similar exception is made in 199, and it 
will there be seen that the clause is clearly an interpolation. 
There is, therefore, a presumption that it has also been inter
polated here. Moreover, the teaching of Christ as recorded by 
S. Mark (roll) seems to preclude any such exception. And S. 
Luke represents His teaching as a simple prohibition of divorce 
without reservation (r618). The same may be said of S. Paul's 
account of Christ's teaching, 1 Co 710, n.-1ro1£r avr~v 1-wix£v017vai] 
The clause implies the circumstance that after divorce the woman 
will be likely to marry again. In that case the divorce will have 
been the means of leading her to marry again ; and so from Christ's 
standpoint, though not legaliy, committing adultery, because accord
ing to His teaching the divorce was ideally wrong, and the first mar
riage was ideally still valid.-3, Mv] cf. Moulton, 42 ff.-µoixaTai] 
because she is ideally still the wife of the first husband. Christ's 
teaching here therefore seems to admit of no exceptions. If a 
man divorces his wife, he causes her to commit adultery (it being 
presupposed that she will remarry), because ideally her first marriage\ 
still holds good. If a man marries such a divorced woman, he 
not only causes her to commit adultery, but himself does so, since 
he marries one who ideally is still the wife of her first husband. 
The interpolated clause confuses the issues. If a man divorced 
his wife for 1ropvda, he would not then cause her to commit 
adultery, because she would already be guilty of this crime. 

82. riis o o.,roXvwv] So ~Bal. 8s av a.,roM<r17 has strong second cen
tury attestation, D S1 S2 k. The first reading might be due to assimilation 
to vv. 22• 28, the second to assimilation to v. 31• But in a writer fond of sharp 
antithesis, the second reading is more probable here, to contrast with v. 31 ; 

cf. Introduction, p. xxxi.-Ka! 8s ia.v-1<0,xaTcu] Omit Dab k. 

88-87. Third illustration. 
E L Again, ye heard that it was said to the ancients, Thou shalt not 

swear falsely, but shalt pay thy oaths to the Lord. But I say to you, 
Swear not at all; neither by the heaven, because it is the throne of 
God; nor by the earth, because it is the footstool of His feet; nor b;• 

1 = Mishnah Gittin 910• 
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Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King. And swear 
not by t/Jy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 
But let your speech be, Yea, J'ea; Nay, nay: and whatever goes 
beyond these (comes) of what is evil.] 

For the whole passage, cf. Secrets of Enoch 491 : "For I 
swear to you, my children ; but I will not swear by a single oath, 
neither by heaven, nor by earth, nor by any other creature which 
God made. · God said, There is no swearing in Me, nor injustice, 
but truth. If there be no truth in men, let them swear by a 
word, yea, yea, or nay, nay," and the passages from Phi.lo cited in 
Charles' note. 

oliK emopK~<nts] Cf. Lev 1912.-a11"08wun<;-TOVS OpKovs uov] 
Cf. Dt 2321, Ps 5014, Nu 303.-0povos] Cf. Is 661.-furo71"o8iov] 
A late word found in Lucian, Athemeus, LXX, Egyptian Papyri; 
cf. Deissm. Bib. Stud. 223. Cf. ls 661, La 2 1.-'I£pouo.\v,ua] 
Cf. on 21.-71"oALS E<TTL TOV ,U£ya.Aov ,8acnAlws 1 Cf. Ps 4 73• &,uvfov 
iv is common in the LXX. For the interchange of £is and lv, cf. 
Blass, p. 123, and for swearing, cf. 2J16•22, Ja 512• In its present 
connection the sequence of thought is confused. "Thou shalt 
not swear falsely, but shalt pay to the Lord thy oaths," must, as 
a reference to Nu 308 shows, mean, "If you bind yourself by an 
oath, you must carry out your promise." The emphasis is here 
clearly not on the way in which the promise is made, whether by 
an oath or otherwise, but on the necessity of fulfilling promises 
made to God. That is to say, the "s~earing" is merely incidental. 
" Promise" or "pledge yourself" would be equally in point. But 
"swear not at all" lays all the emphasis on l7riopK~uns, and 
neglects altogether the second half of the clause. Again, it seems 
improbable that Christ should have found in the incidental 
references to swearing in connection with religious vows in the 
Old Testament, a text upon which to hang His "swear not at all"; 
because it is clear that His utterance has in view not the solemn 
use of oaths in religion, but the casuistical distinctions made by 
the Jews between different formulas in swearing. In other words, 
His teaching here is opposed to Jewish tradition, instead of being, 
as we should here expect, interpretative of Scripture. It seems 
probable that the editor has adapted words traditionally ascribed 
to Christ, vv.84•37, to this context by providing for them an artificial 
antithesis from the Old Testament, v. 33• Leaving v.83 out of con
sideration, the meaning will be that Christ's disciples should avoid 
as far as possible the use of unnecessarily strong expressions of 
affirmation. The Jews avoided swearing by the divine name, and 
used equivalents for it. The Christian disciple should avoid these. 
For him Yes and No should be sufficient. His ungarnished 
statements should carry with them the authority of truthfulness. 
The necessity for supporting simple statements of fa.et by artificial 
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formulas of swearing, arises from the evil in life which obscures 
truth. The Talmud Sanhed 36a discusses the question whether 
Yes and No are oaths, and decides that they are oaths if repeated 
twice. Here we should expect a simple vat and ov. They seem 
to be repeated to add emphasis. Ja 512 has the saying in a 
slightly different form: "Let your Yes be Yes," that is, let your 
statements carry with them the assurance of their accuracy. And 
the saying is not infrequently quoted in this form in early writers. 
Cf. Resch, Paralleltexte, ii. 96 ff. Zahn thinks that James 
represents Christ's words more closely than the Gospel. But it 
may be questioned whether the construction in the Epistle is not 
due to a grecising of the original. 

88-39". Fourth illustration. 
Ye heard that it was said, Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth. 

But I say unto you, 'Resist not the malicious.] Cf. Ex 21 24, 
Lev 2420, Dt r921. 

We are here carried into the atmosphere of the law court. 
One element in Jewish law was the rough adaptation of punish
ment to crime. From the individual point of view, recourse to 
law for protection against injury meant an attempt to retaliate 
upon the offender through the arm of the law. The question is 
here contemplated from the point of view of the individual 
wronged, not from that of social justice. So far from seeking to 
injure his oppressor by calling in the aid of the law to inflict 
penalties upon him, the Christian disciple should quietly submit 
to wrong. We need not ask as to the gender of T/il TrOVTJP'P· Just 
as in v.87 it meant the evil and sinful element in life regarded 
from the abstract point of view, so here it is the same element 
contemplated as in action through an individual. For the !ex 
talionis in Jewish and Babylonian law, cf. Johns, The Oldest Code; 
and Cook, The Laws of Moses and the Code of .{fammurabi, 249 ff. 

89"-42. Fivefold application. Cf. Lk 629•80• 

L But whosoever smiteth thee upon thy right cheek, turn to him 
also the other. And if a man wishes to go to law with tl1ee, and 
to take thy coat, suffer him (to take) also thy cloke. And whosoever 
shall impress thee for one mile, 1;0 with him two. To him that asketh 
give, and turn not away from him that wishes to borrow of thee.]· 

xm,Sv] The coat worn with a girdle over the shirt.-iµanov] 
The cloak worn over the xiToSv. See DB, art. " Dress.'' 
d:yyap£v£w is Persian in origin. 11:yyapoi were the mounted couriers 
who conveyed the royal messages, cf. Hdt. 898• The verb is 
found in Jos. Ant. xiii. 52, with reference to the compulsory trans
portation of military baggage, but occurs as early as the third 
century B.c. in Egypt in reference to a boat used for postal service. 
See Deissm. Bib. Stud. 86 f. The substantive dyyapEia seems to 
have been borrowed by the Jews. Cf. Dalman, Worterbuch, i. 23. 
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µi>..wv] A word of Latin origin used in later writers, Polyb., 
Plut., Strabo. Like &.yyapE'i.a, it occurs in the later Jewish litera
ture, Targ., Bab. Talmud (Joma 67a, Sanh 96"), Midrashim. 
Only here in the N.T. 

For -rcii 0l>..ovn in v.40 D has ~ 0l>..wv, the nominative being a 
casus pendens. Cf. 179 Kat Ka-raf3alvovus, D ; I i 4 Kal l>..0wv, D. 
See Moulton, 69, 2 2 5, and W ellhausen, Einl. p. 13. 

43-48. Fifth illustration. Cf. Lk 62i-36. 

Ye heard that it was said, Thou shall love thy neighbour, and L 
shall hate thy enemy. But I say to you, Love your enemies, and 
pray for those who persecute you; that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in the heavens: because He causes His sun to nse upon evil 
and good, and sends rain upon just and unjust. For if ye love those 
who love you, what reward have ye 7 do not even the toll-gatherers 
do the same 7 And if ye have saluted your brethren only, what more 
do ye (than they) 7 do not even the Gentiles do the same 7 Ye shall 
therefore be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.] 

The first clause is found in Lev 1918, the second is an inference 
from the distinction drawn in the Old Testament between conduct 
towards Israelites and conduct towards Gentiles. Christ here 
sweeps away all casuistical distinctions between neighbours and 
enemies, Jews and Gentiles. The neighbour of the Old Testa
ment is to include the enemy. Love is to seek the good of all 
men alike, regardless of moral or racial distinctions. In this 
respect the Christian disciple is to be a son of the heavenly Father, 
i.e. like Him in moral character. For He bestows His blessing 
on all alike. Cf. Secrets of Enoch 504 "When you might have 
vengeance do not repay, either your neighbour or your enemy." 
Buddhist and Chn"stian Gospels, Edmunds, p. 82: 

"Let one conquer wrath by absence of wrath, 
Let one conquer wrong by goodness, 
Let one conquer the mean man by a gift, 
And a liar by the truth." 

For -rra-rpos -fiµ,wv 'TOV lv otJpavo'is, see on v.16.-{3ptxEi] In this 
sense poetical and vernacular. See Kennedy, Sources, 39. It is 
common in LXX and N.T. n>..wv71s here as in the Rabbinical 
literature, used as descriptive of a despised class of men ; cf. 
Schurer, 1. ii. 7 1. &.,nr&.<FrJu0£ defines the practical method of the 
prayer of v.44• The divine· blessing is to be invoked on all, regard
less of distinctions of race and religion, not only on brethren, i.e. 
Jews. WviKol is apparently equivalent to Gentiles, cf. 67 1817, and 
3 Jn 7. In OxyrhJnchus Papyn·, i. 126. 13, A.D. 573, it seems to 
signify a collector of taxes. 

48. -rl>..Ews] Lk. has oiKT{pµ,wv, but it is probable that he sub
stitutes this word to emphasise the particular aspect of" perfection." 
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which the whole context in his Sermon makes prominent. "Per
fection" in the Old Testament means "without moral blemish," 
and can be used of upright men such as Noah (Gn 69), Job (11). 
It is enjoined in Dt 1 818 r£A£LO<; •<J"TJ l.vanlov Kvplov rov Owv <J"ov. 
Here the context defines it as perfection in love, which seeks the 
good of all men. God is perfect, because He bestows His favour 
on all alike. The whole section is aimed at definitions of the word 
"neighbour," which would limit its application to a particular 
class who must be treated in accordance with the command "to 
love," whilst others not included in it might be treated in a differ
ent way. "Perfection" contemplates all men alike from the stand
point of love, and this is in accord with God's dealings with men. 
Compassion or mercy is a rather one-sided application of this idea. 

44. TOVS ex0povs uµ.wv] Add e{i'Ao-ye'ire TOVS KO.Ta.pwµ.ivovs uµ.ils Ka."'Aws 
7/"0terre rovs µ.u;oDvra.s uµ.ils, D al from Lk 628• 

/nr/:p TWV] Add €7r7Jpea.!;ovrwv vµ.as ml, D al from Lk 628 ; cf. note on 1 25. 
47. The verse is omitted by S1 k either by homceoteleuton or intention

ally. The "salute" is widened into "love" by Aphraates. 

VI. 1-18. Three illustrations of the statement that "righteous
ness" is not to be like that of "the hypocrites." 

L 1. Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men, to be 
seen of them: if ye do, ye have no reward from your Father who is 
in the heavens.] 

OtKaw<J"vV'Y}v refers back to 520• "Righteousness" is to exceed 
that of the scribes and Pharisees in the sense illustrated in 521•48• 

It is also to differ in kind from that of the scribes and Pharisees in 
avoiding ostentation.-0m0~va, aliro,s] For the construction, cf. 
235, and see Blass, p. 113. 

2-4. First illustration. 
L 2. But when thou art doing alms, do not sound a trumpet before , 

thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagoxues and in the streets, that 
they may be glorified by men. Verily I say to you, They have their 
reward already.] 

<J"aA,rl<J"TJ,] Not to be taken literally, but as a metaphor for 
methods of attracting notice.-oi woKptra{] i.e. the scribes and 
Pharisees; cf. 157 221s 2313.14.15. 23. 25. 21. 20. 

-pvfLat,] See Kennedy, Sources, p. 15. 
01rwc; oota<J"0w<J"w] Contrast Bab. Bathra rob "They (idolators) 

only do alms to be exalted." 
a1rlxov<J"t] For &1rlxw and its use in receipts, see Deissm. Bible 

Studies, p. 229. It means here, "They have their reward now, and 
can expect none in future." 

L 8. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doeth. ]-<J"ov OE 1rowvnoc;] For the construction of 
the participle, see Blass, p. 2 5 2 ; Moulton, p. 7 4. 

L 4. Tlzat thy alms may be (done) in secret: and thy Father who 
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ues what z"s secret shall recompense thee openry.] Cf. Bab. Bathra 
9b "He who does alms in secret is greater than ·Moses our teacher." 

1J (3>..irrwv lv -r0 Kpvrr-r0] Cf. Sotah 9a " She does it in secret ; 
but He who sits in the secret place, the Most High, looks upon her." 

1. liiKawcrvv7Jv] So ~* et b B D S1 ; EA<7Jµocrvv7Jv, E K al; liocr,v, ~ a ; gift, 
S2• li,Ka,ocrvv7J is probably original, because v. 1 is a general introduction to 
the following section. The "righteousness" which is not to be ostentati
ously paraded is illustrated under the three sul:>divisions of "alms" 2·4, 

"pra, er" 5•6, "fasting" 16•18• li,Ka,ocrvv7Jv has, therefore, much the same 
sense as in 520, and means the religious life as expressed in the carrying out 
of religious duties. The variant reading is dne to the fact that the Hebrew 
and Aramaic rip,,, 11,p, had acquired the sense of" alms," a!'ld that rroLEw 
li,Ka,ocrvv7Jv might, therefore, have the meaning to do alms in any context 
where this meaning was required.-eA<7Jµocrvv1J] is the substitution of a more 
direct synonym for li,Kawuvv7J understood (wrongly here) in the sense of" alms." 

4. cl.rroliwcrEL cro,] Add ev r<i, <f,av,pcp, EK al S1 a b c f g1 h q. The agree
ment of the Old Syriac and the Old Latin proves the reading to be an ancient 
one. And such antithesis is in the style of Mt. Cf. Intro. p. xxxi. If it is 
genuine here, its occurrence, in some authorities, in vv. 6 and 18 is accounted 
for as an assimilation to this passage. 

5-8. Second illustration. 
5. And when ye pray, J'e shall not be as the hypocrz"tes: because L 

they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the 
open places, that they may be seen of men. Ven'ly I say to you, That 
they have their reward a/read;•.] The whole verse is omitted by S1• 

ol!K cueuBe] For the fut. ind., cf. Blass, p. 209. 
6. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and L 

having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who i's in secret; and thy 
Fatlzer who sees what is secret shall recompense thee.] 

-raµ.e'iov] The word thus spelt occurs in the Papyri. See Deissm. 
Bible Studies, p. 182; Blass, p. 23; Ditt. Syll. 418. 10, 87; 892. 6. 
-arroSwuu] The verb seems less relevant here and in v.18 than in 
v.4, where it forms a contrast to "give alms." Here the emphasis 
is not on the answering of prayer, but on the reward of avoidance 
of ostentation. Mt. adds other sayings which bear upon the same 
subject, vv.7·15• 

7. And when ye pra;•, do not speak idry, as do the heathen: for L 
they think they shall be heard for their quantity of words.] 

WvtKo{] See on 547.-(3aTTo>..oy~<T1)TE] The Sinaitic Syriac 
renders "do not be saying baHalatha," i.e. idle things. The mean
ing of (3arro>..oye'iv is unknown. It may be an attempt to render 
~n,~::i ,o~. This and the following verse probably comes from 
the Logia, but did not stand there in the Sermon. It is directed 
against heathen, not against hypocrites= Pharisees. 

8. Be not tlzerefore like to them : for your Father knoweth what L 
things ye need, before you ask Hi"m.] 

o!oe -yap O rra-r~p vp,wv] Cf. v.82 = Lk I 230.-al-r~uai] D h have 
avotlai To uToµ.a. For "before you ask Him," cf. Is 6524• 
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9. The editor here adds, vv. 9•12, the Lord's Prayer. This is 
found in Lk 11 1·4 in a different context and in a shorter form. 
Mt. probably drew it from the Logia. In the source from which 
Lk. drew it its Jewish and eschatological colouring had been 
partially obscured. The Jewish phrase "which art in heaven " 
had been omitted. The further omission of "Thy will be done 
as in heaven, so upon earth," partially obscures the eschatological 
significance of the first three petitions as they stand in the first 
Gospel. The substitution of sins (&µ.aprlas) for ocfmA~µ.ara avoids 
the Jewish metaphor implied in the latter word. Lastly, the 
omission of "but deliver us from evil" avoids an ambiguous 
phrase. See below. 

L Thus therefore pray ye : Our Father which art in the heavens, 
Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in 
heaven so upon earth. Our daily bread give us to-day. And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgave our debtors. And lead us not into tempta
tion, but deliver us from the evil. J-ovrw,] i.e. "after this manner," not 
"in these words."-vµ.Et,] in contrast to avrot,, v. 8.-11"aup-o fr TOIS 

o;,pavo,,] See on 516• The first three petitions are eschatological 
in scope, and pray for the inauguration of the kingdom ; cf. 
Introduction, p. lxix. For the aorist imperatives as appropriate in 
prayer, cf. Moulton, p. 17 3. When the kingdom has come, God's 
name will be sanctified and His will will be realised.-dyiao-0~rw ro 
15voµ.a uov] Cf. Is 2923 "They shall sanctify My name," Ezk 3623 

"I will sanctify My great name." The "name" of God is equivalent 
to His nature as revealed. In one respect His name is profaned 
when His people are ill-treated. The sin of the nation which 
brought about the captivity had caused a profanation of the Name, 
Is 4325 4811, Ezk 3620•23• By their restoration His name was to be 
sanctified. But this sanctification was only a foreshadowing of a 
still future consummation. Only when the "kingdom " came WQuld 
God's name be wholly sanctified in the final redemption of His 
people from reproach. Thus the petition, "Hallowed be Thy 
name," carries with it the anticipation of the next clause. 
"Hallowed be Thy name." Yes, but when can that be? Only 
when the kingdom is inaugurated. So "Thy kingdom come." 
Cf. the collocation of the two clauses, "May His great name be 
sanctified," and "May His sovereignty reign," in the Jewish prayer 
cited below. Further, when His name has been sanctified in the 
redemption of His people and in the establishment of the kingdom, 
then, and then only, will it be true that God's will is done. Hence 
the third petition forms the climax of the first two. D* a b c k 
omit wi. before lv o-bpav0. With or without w, the sense is the 
same : "May Thy will be done" throughout the universe. The 
addition of w, iv ot,pav<'e Ka). l11"). (rij,) yij, does not exclude the 
reference to the coming "kingdom," since there is nothing in the 
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Gospel which leads us to believe that the editor thought of that 
kingdom as purely heavenly or spiritual. True, the Son of Man 
is to come on the clouds of heaven, and the elect are to be 
gathered from the ends of the earth. But, on the other hand, the 
wicked are to be gathered out of the kingdom, and the just to 
shine forth in it ( 1341-48). The phrase "heaven and earth shall 
pass away," 2435, need not be anything more than a rhetorical 
statement by contrast of the eternal validity of Christ's words; 
cf. 518• Even if they are understood as a direct statement of a 
future passing away of the heaven and earth (cf. Is 6517 6622), they 
must be interpreted in the light of the conception of the 1TaAiyyw
E<TLa of 1928, in which the apostles are to judge the twelve tribes of 
Israel. The contrast heaven-earth is frequent in the later Jewish 
literature; cf. Berakh 29b "Do Thy will in heaven above, and give 
rest of spirit to them that fear Thee beneath"; 17" " May it be 
Thy will, 0 Lord our God, to establish peace in the upper family 
and in the lower family"; Joma 39" "If a man sanctifies himself 
below, they sanctify him above"; cf. Ps 1356• 

The prayer passes from aspiration for the sanctification of God's 
name by the inauguration of the "kingdom," in which His will will 
be universa11y recognised and carried into effect, to three petitions 
which concern the daily life of those who are awaiting the "king
dom." The first is for the satisfaction of bodily necessities. 

11. Give us to-day our daily bread. ]-<T111upov] Lk. has To KaO' 
~µipav and o[oov for o,k-lirwvuws] The word is obscure. The 
Syriac versions S1 S2 have" continual bread," but S3 "bread of our 
necessity." Jerome says that the Gospel according to the Hebrews 
had" of the morrow," and this would agree with the usual deriva
tion of brwvuws from the participle l1rwvua. Cf. the phrase ~ 
l1rwvua (~µ,lpa) ="the morrow." But this meaning does not 
harmonise readily with u~µ,Epov in this verse, nor with 634 "Take 
no thought for the morrow," and Greek phrases for "for the 
morrow" were ready to hand without coining a new adjective for 
the purpose. Jerome substituted supersubstanti'alem in Mt. For 
this and other renderings, see Chase, Texts and Studies, i. 3, 
pp. 42-53. It is difficult not to think that Tov l1rwvu{ov rests upon 
misunderstanding (false transliteration?) of an original Aramaic 
phrase, or upon a Greek corruption. If Lk. did not borrow it 
from Mt., their agreement proves that the word must have become 
stereotyped in Greek versions of the prayer at a very early period. 
We should expect a phrase corresponding to the "my needful 
bread" of Pr 308 ; cf. Job 2312• 

The second is for the divine forgiveness of sin : "And remit 
to us our debts, as we also remitted to our debtors." The concep
tion of man's indebtedness to God, and of his inability to pay the 
debt as constituting a state of sin which can only be removed by 
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the divine remi,sion of the debt and forgiveness of the sin, is 
illustrated in 1821•35, where also the divine forgiveness is represented 
as conditional upon the forgiveness by men of their fellows. Cf. 
the saying of Rabbi Akiba ~n Aboth 320 " Everything is given on 
pledge, and the net is cast over all the living. The office is open; 
and the broker gives credit; and the ledger is open; and the hand 
writes; and whoso2ver will borrow comes and borrows; and the 
bailiffs go round continually day by day, and exact from a man 
whether he wills or not; and they have whereon to lean; and the 
judgement is a judgement of truth." For the Aramaic N:iin=debt 
or sin, cf. Targ. Is 5J5 = Heb. l/1'.'El. 

The third petition is for deliverance from the evil that is in the 
world. The thought is that God allows men to be led into 
circumstances of moral danger and temptation. They are to pray 
that He will so overrule the circumstances of life that they may not 
come into positions of trial and difficulty, and that in any case He 
will deliver them from the snares of evil. The terms are left 
purposely ambiguous. o 1rov71po,; in 1J19· 28 means the Devil, who 
is the personification of evil. But here as in 537 it is better to 
assume a nominative TO 1rov71pov, and to think of "the evil" as a 
wide generalisation of the evil element in life. 

12. dqnjKaµev] N* B Z. d<f>loµ,v, D al; drj,leµev, N °Gal; drj,lwµev, L. 
"So that we also may," S2• The right reading in Lk r r4 is dq,loµev. The 
renderings of the Syriac versions are striking. In Mt. S1 is wanting. S2 has: 
"so that we also may." In Lk. S1 has : "and we also ourselves forgive" ; 
S2 "and we also will forgive." The Acts of Thomas has: "that also we may 
forgive." S3 has : " have forgiven " in both Gospels. In other words, the 
early Syriac tradition understood the clause as a final one. But vv, 14 and 16 

demand a comparative sense. drj,~Kaµev has the best attestation. The variants 
seem to be assimilations to Lk. 

13. The doxology is omitted by NBD Z. Its insertion seems to be due 
to the liturgical use of the Lord's Prayer, and the early forms of it vary. k
has : "quoniam est tibi virtus in srecula sreculorum" ; S2 "Because Thine is 
the kingdom and the glory for ever and ever, Amen." The Acts of Thomas 
omits it. The Didache has : '' For thine is the power and the glory for ever." 

With vv.9•12 compare the ancient synagogal prayer known as the 
Kaddisch. I translate from Dalman's Messianische Texte, appended 
to his Die Worte Jesu, Leipzig, 1898 : · 

"May His great name be magnified and sanctified in the world 
which He has created according to His will. May His sovereignty 
reign" (or kingdom rule); or," Ano may He cause His sovereignty 
to reign [ and His redemption to shoot forth, and may He bring 
near His Messiah, and redeem His people] in your life and in your 
days, and in the life of all the house of Israel, speedily, and at a 
near time. And say ye Amen." 

L 14. For if _ve forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you.] 

Similar words occur in Mk 1125 "And when ye stand praying, 
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forgive, if ye have anything against any one : that your Father who 
is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses." Mt. has omitted 
them in the parallel to that passage, if indeed they stood in his 
copy of Mk. He inserts them here with the next verse from the 
Logia; cf. also 1835• 

15. Hut if ye forgive not men their trespasses, nez'ther will your L 
Father forgfre your trespasses. 

16-18. Third illustration. 
"And when ye fast, be not, as the hypocn·tes, of a sad countenance; L 

for they disfigure their faces that they may be seen to fast by men. 
Ven"ly I say to you, That they have their reward already.] 

uKv0pw,ro{] in the· N. T. only again Lk 2417• In the LXX it 
occurs Gn 407, Neh 21, Ecclus 2523, and Dn Th 110.-&<f,av{(ovui]. 
Cf. ] oel 2 2° KQL <i<f,aviw TO ,rpouw,rov avrov, where, however, the sense 
is different. &<f,av{(nv seems not to be used elsewhere in this sense 
of the face. Cf. the epithet r.111J'.ii1 = "dyed," applied to the 
Pharisees by King Jannai in B. Sotah 22b (Wiinsche, 299). &<f,av{
(nv may have been chosen here to rhyme with cf,ai,wui. 

17-18. But thou, when thou art fasting, anoint thy head, and L 
wash thy face; that thou be seen not by men to fast, but by thy Father 
who is in secret. And thy Father, who sees what is secret, shall recom
pense thee.] 

&.,ro8wun] See on v.6• 

VI. 19-VII. 6. Three prohibitions. 
(a) VI. 19-34. Relation to wealth. 
This section finds parallels in Lk 1222•34 1134.35 r 613. Mt. drew 

most of it from the Logia, but may have massed together sayings 
or groups of sayings which were there disconnected. V.19 may 
have been attached to 16•18 because of the occurrence in both of 
the verb &.<f,avl(nv. 

19. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where L 
moth and rust mar, and where thieves break through and steal.] 
Lk r 2 83 has: "Sell your goods and give alms. Make for yourselves 
purses that do not become old." 

20. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither L 
moth nor rust doth mar, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal.] Lk 1233 has: "a treasure unfailing in the heavens, where 
thief approaches not, nor moth corrupts." Cf. Test. Levi 135 " Do 
righteousness, my sons, upon earth, that you may have treasure in 
heaven";2 Buddhistand Christian Gospels, Edmunds, p. 83, "Let 
the wise man do righteousness ; a treasure that others can share 
not, which no thief can steal; a treasure which passeth not away." 1 

1 Mr. W. T. Lendrum (Class. Rev, July 19o6, 307) quotes the following 
parallel from Pindar, Frag. 22 : 

D.uls ,rtti's o x.pv<T6s • 
Ke'ivov ov <Tijs oMl Kls iJ6.,rn1. 

0 See Charles, Hibbert Journal, April 1905, p. 563. 
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L 21. For where thy treasure is, there will be thy heart also.] 
Lk I 2 34 has : " For where your treasure is, there also your heart 
will be." 

22. To obtain this heavenly treasure you must keep your inner 
eye healthy by almsgiving. 

L The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore thy eye be sound 
(=liberal), thy whole body will be light.] Lk 1134 has: "The lamp 
of the body is thine eye. Whenever thy eye is sound, then thy 
whole body is light." 

The idea here is the nai:ve one that the eye is the organ through 
which light has access to the whole body, and that there is a 
spiritual eye through which spiritual light enters and illuminates the 
whole personality. This spiritual eye must be kept sound, or else 
light cannot enter, and the inner man dwells in darkness. But how 
can it be kept sound? The contrast &:1r.\ovs-1rov'l']p6s suggests the 
answer, by liberality and almsgiving. Treasure is not to be hoarded, 
but to be given away. In Jewish idiom, "a good eye "is a metaphor 
for liberality, " an evil eye " for niggardliness. Cf. Dt 159 " Beware 
that • • . thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou give 
him nought," 2854•56 ; Pr 236 "Eat not the bread of him that 
hath an evil eye," because he is niggardly, and grudges what you 
eat, 2822 "He that hath an evil eye hasteth after riches" by hoarding 
up wealth, 229 "He that hath a good eye (!'l' :m~) ... giveth of 
his bread to the poor"; To 47 "Give alms of thy substance ... 
and let not thine eye be evil"; Ecclus 1410 "An evil eye is 
grudging of bread, and he is miserly at his table"; Aboth 515 

"He who is willing to give, but not that others should give, his 
eye is evil towards the things of others," i.e. he wishes to have a 
monopoly of liberality for himself; Shemoth R. 31 (Wiinsche, 235). 

We should therefore expect here, as a contrast to 7rov'l'/P6s, 
dya06s rather than a7r.\oils. But ( 1) the phrase " a sound eye" 
may have had in the original saying a wider meaning than that 
of liberality, which is here imparted to it by the context. There is 
no such limitation in the passage as it stands in Lk. ( 2) a1r.\ovs 
may have been chosen because it interprets dya06s as= liberal; cf. 
Pr I 1 25 l{,vx~ £t.J.\oyovp.,EV'l'] ?raa-a a7r.\17, where a7rAl7 after the pre
ceding verse seems to mean liberal; Ja 16, where a?r.\ws seems to 
mean "liberally," and the use of a1r.\<m7s= liberality in 2 Co 82 

911, Ro 12s. 
Cf. Test. Issach 34 " I slandered none, and I walked in singleness 

of eye." , 
L VI. 23. But if thin~ eye be evil (niggardly), thy u,hole body is 

dark. JJ therefore the light which is in thee be darkness, how great 
is the darkness I] Lk 1134·35 has: "But if it be evil, then thy body 
is dark. Take heed, therefore I Perhaps the light which is in 
thee is darkness." 
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The meaning is, " If thine eye be evil, i.e. if you are miserly 
and grudging, keeping your wealth for yourself, then spiritual 
light cannot penetrate unto you; and such light as you have be
comes ever darker, till it ceases to be light, and becomes dark
ness." 

24. Moreover, you cannot have both the treasure upon earth 
and the treasure in heaven. 

No one can serve two masters. For either he will hate the one L 
and love the other, or he will cleave to the one and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.] So Lk 1618 with o1KET'I], after 
oM£{,. Lk. has the saying in quite a different context. Mt. 
probably drew it from the Logia, where it need not have stood 
in this connection. 

8wl] See Blass, p. 35. For l, £i,-& tT£po,, cf. Blass, p. 144. 
-µ,aµ,,uc,wa,] is derived by Dalm. Gram.2 p. 170, Anm. 1, from 
~r.,~p = "deposited." ~r.,r., and i:mr.,r., occur in the Talmuds, see 
Levy, and in the Targums. 

25-33 occur in Lk 1222•31• Mt. probably drew them from the 
Logia. 

25. Therefore I say to you, Be not careful for your life, L 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor for ;·our body, 
what ye shall put on.] So Lk. omitting the first v,uwv and 1) T{ 

11"{'1]T£, 

Is not the life more than food, and the body than raiment 7] Lk. 
has : "For the life," etc. 

The connection seems to be:· "Because you cannot lay up 
treasure on earth and in heaven, therefore give up all thought of 
earthly treasure, and even of the necessities of life, which God 
will provide for you." 

The 8ia Towo occurs also in Lk. in quite a different context. 
Here the connection seems loose. After v.24 we should expect: 
"Therefore serve God and renounce wealth," or words to that 
effect. The 8ia TovTo seems to refer back to some assurance of 
the providential care of God for those who trust in Him. Mt 
may have transferred it to this place from some context in the 
Logia where the 8ia TovTo would be more applicable. 

The thought of the last clause seems to be that God, who has 
given the life and the body, will also provide the lesser gifts of 
food and raiment. 

26. Look at the birds of heaven, that they sow not, nor harvest, L 
nor gather into granaries. And your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are ye not of more value than they 7] Lk. has : "Consider the 
ravens, that they sow not nor harvest, who have neither chamber 
nor granary, and God feeds them; of how much more value are 
ye than the birds ! " 

Cf. Job 127-9, and New Sayings of Jesus, 11. 9-14. "Jesus saith, 
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(ye ask who are those) that draw us (to the kingdom if) the kingdom 
is in heaven? The fowls of the air, and all beasts that are under 
the ~arth, o~ u~on ,th; e~rth,_and, the fishes of the sea." Ps-Sol 
5ll 'Ta '11'E'T£LVa Ka! 'TOV!, ix0va, <TV 'TpE<pEL!,. 

L 27. And u•hich of you b,v being careful can add to his stature 
one cubit?] So Lk. omitting ha. Lk. adds : "If therefore ye are 
able (to do) not even the least, why are ye careful about the 
rest?" The saying is a difficult one. '11'17xv, is a measure of space, 
not of time. ~ALKt.a can mean either age, duration of life, or stature. 
In Mt the latter seems more appropriate. V.25 lays down the 
double precept, Take anxious thought neither for the nourishment 
of the life, nor for the clothing of the body. V.26 illustrates the 
former precept, Take no anxious thought for the nourishment of 
the life. God nourishes the birds of heaven. Much more will He 
care for you. Vv.27•30 seem to illustrate the second precept about 
the body. You cannot increase your bodily stature, and are 
not so foolish as to spend thought on trying to do so. Why 
then be anxious about the clothing of the bodv? God who clothes 
the flowers will clothe you. The structure of the passage may be 
illustrated as follows : 

General proposition. Take no thought either (a) for the 
nourishment of your life; nor (b) for the clothing of your body 
(v.25). 

For (a) God will provide nourishment (v.26). 
(b) (r) You cannot increase the height of your body. Why 

then trouble about its clothing? (v.27). (2) God will clothe you 
(vv.28·30). It will be seen that there is nothing in (a) corresponding 
to b 1, and the argument from the impossibility of adding to the 
height of the body to avoidance of care about its clothing seems 
so forced that many commentators prefer to render ~>..LK{a by length 
of life. For '11'1]XV> in reference to time, cf. Ps 395 "Behold thou 
hast made mine age as handbreadths"; and see Zahn, in loc. V.27 
must then be connected with v.26 thus: 

General proposition. Take no thought for life or body (v.25). 
For (a) G0d will nourish your life. And you cannot add to 

its length ( vv. 26·27). 
(b) God will clothe you (vv.2B-30). 
The difficulty of the verse is increased by Lk.'s addition, for 

EAaxi<T'Tov seems to refer to the "adding to one's age or stature," 
and rwv >..oi'11'wv to nourishment and clothing ; and it is not easy to 
see how the former, whether ~>..iK{a be translated age or stature, 
can be said to be "leist" as compared with the two latter. 

L 28. And for raiment, why are ye careful? Study the flowers 
of the field, how they grow; they toil not, they spin not.] Lk. has: 
"If therefore ye cannot even (do) the least, why are ye careful 
about the rest? Consider (Karavo~craTE) the flowers, how they grow. 
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They toil not, nor spin."-:-KaTaµ.a0Eu] see Moulton, p. 117, who 
suggests "understand, take in this fact about." . 

29. And I say to you, That not even Solomon in a/1 his glory was L 
clothed as one of these.] So Lk., omitting on. 

30. And zf the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow L 
is cast into the oven, God so dresses, will He not much more (clothe) 
you, 0 ye of little faith ?] Lk. has : "And if in the field the grass 
which is to-day, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, God so 
dresses, how much more (will He clothe) you, 0 ye of little faith!" 
-a,\iy61rurToi] The object of the 1r{un,; here is God, and faith is 
confidence, assurance, trust in His power and willingness to care 
for the bodily needs of those who trust in Him. See on 826 1481 

168• The word does not occur in Mk., once in Lk, 1228• 

31. Be not therefore careful, saying, What shall we eat 7 or what L 
shall we drink 7 or wherewith shall we be clothed 7] Lk. has : 
"And ye do not seek what ye shall eat, and what ye shall drink, 
and be not of doubtful mind(?)." 

32. For all these things the Gentiles seek after. For your L 
heavenly Father knoweth that you need all these things.] Lk. has : 
"For all these things the Gentiles of the world seek after. But 
your Father knoweth that ye need these things." 

33. But seek .first His kingdom and righteousness; and all these L 
things shall be added to you.] Lk. has : "But seek His kingdom, 
and these things shall be added to you. 

34. Be not therefore careful against the morrow; for the morrow L 
will be careful of its own (affairs). ·Sufficient for the day is its evil.] 

Cf. Sanhedrin 100b "Trouble thyself not about the trouble 
of the morrow, for thou knowest not what a day brings forth. 
Perhaps on the morrow thou wilt not exist, and so wilt have 
troubled about that which does not exist for thee." 

dpKET6,] a late and rare word; cf. Deissm. Bib. Stud. p. 257: 
"Outside the N.T. only authenticated hitherto in Chrysippus (in 
Athen. iii. 79, p. 113b); is also found in the Fayum Papyri, BU 
531, ii. 24 (second cent. A.D.) and 33. 5 (second to third cent. 
A.D.)." Add Jos. Wars, iii. 130: dpKETtJV Svvaµ.w. 

33. rlJv {Ja.ui'Aela.v] Add TOD OeoD, E al S2 latt. k has ToD OeoD for a.in-of) 
after 8,Ka.,ouuv'I"• B transposes {Ja.ui'Aela.v and 8,Ka.tO<TIJJ/'1"· The explanatory 
ToD OeoD is quite needless after o ,,,-a,rlJp vµ,wv of the previous verse. The 
transposition of B, which is hardly likely to be genuine, is perhaps due to 
observance of the fact that 8,Ka.touuv'I is said to be a requisite for admission 
into the kingdom, v. 20, and should therefore come first. 

84. Mep,µ,vr,ue, ea.VTf)s] the harsh construction is due to translation from 
Aramaic. See Wellhausen, in toe. EK al have Ta Ea.VTf)s to ease the Greek. 

(b) VII. 1-5. Judgement of others. Cf. Lk 687-42. 

1, 2. Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgement L 
ye judge, ye shall be judged. And with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you.] Lk. has: "And judge not, and ye shall 

5 
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not be judged. For with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured back to you." Lk., who has nothing in his Sermon 
corresponding to 61•34, connects this saying about judgement with 
his saying: "Be ye merciful," which is parallel to Mt 548• There 
is a good connection between the ideas of compassion and fair 
treatment of others. In Mt. there is no connection between 71 

and 684• The verse probably stood in the Logia after 620• Mt. 
has drawn together 621•34 from other parts of the Logia. The 
compiler of the Sermon as it lay before Lk. omitted 61•18, just as 
he had omitted 517•89"'· 43 because of its controversial tone. 

The sayings in this verse are of the nature of° proverbs, and 
were probably current maxims of life. For µ~ Kp{viri, cf. Rosh 
ha Sh 16b "Who accuses his neighbour, will himself be punished 
first." lv cp µirp'J!, K.r . .\., occurs in Mk 424\ where Mt. omits it. 
It is common in the Jewish literature, e.g. Mechilta (Ugol.) 136, 
140, Siphri (Ugol.) 884, 904, cf. 512, Sotak 8h, Sanhedrin 100a. 
The meaning here seems to be that hasty or unjustifiable con
demnation of others will provoke the just judgement of God. 

L 8. And why dost thou behold the mote that is in the eye of thy 
brother, and consi"derest not the beam which is in thine own eye?] 
Lk. has the same, with a slight variation in order. Cf. Arachin 16b 
where R. Tarphon (end first cent. A.D.) says: "If one says, Take the 
mote from thy eye; he answers, Take the beam from thine eye." 

The thought is, that so far from judging others, a man should 
consider that in himself which will expose him to judgement. 

L 4. Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me cast out the mote 
out of thine eye; and, behold, the beam is in thine own eye?] Lk. has: 
"How canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me cast out 
the mote which is in thine eye, when thyself seest not the beam 
in thine own eye? "-/1.cf,is lK{3aA.w] See Blass, p. 208; Moulton, 
p. 175, who quotes Ox. Pap. 413: /1.cf,is lyw a~r~v Bp'f/v~uw. 

L lS. Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine eye; and 
then shalt thou see clearly lo cast out the mote out of thy brother's 
eye.] Lk. has: "Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of 
thine eye; and then shalt thou see clearly the mote which is in 
thy brother's eye to cast out " ; cf. Grenfell and Hunt, Sayings of 
Our Lord, 11. 1-4. 

(c) 6. Perverted zeal. 
L 6. Give not that which is holy to do/s, nor cast your pearls before 

swine, lest they trample them with their feet, and turn and rend you.] 
This saying occurs only in Mt., and has no particular connection 
with the preceding. But it may have stood here in the Logia. 
619·20 71•5 and this verse form a group of three prohibitions. 

The "swine " and the "dogs " symbolise alien and heathen 
men. For "dogs," cf. Phil 32, Rev 2216• The "pearls" symbolise 
religious truth ; cf. 1346. 
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The verse is, of course, capable of infinite adaptation. As it stood 
in the Logia (and here in the mind of the editor?) it may express 
the Jewish-Christian point of view wivh regard to the preaching of 
Christianity to pagans; cf. Introduction, p. lxxvii, and the appli
cation of Kvvapia to Gentiles in 1526• It was applied to the Eucharist 
in the second century. Cf. Didache ix.; Tert. de Prascr. xli. 

7-23. Three Commands. 
(a) 7-12. Prayer. 

7-11 occur in a different context in Lk 119•13• Mt. probably 
drew them from the Logia, where they probably did not stand in 
the Sermon. 

7. Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall .find,- L 
knock, and it shall be opened to you.] So Lk. with: "And I say to 
you," at the beginning. 

KpoV£T£] Cf. R. Benaiah (c. 200 A.D.) in Pesikta 176a with 
reference to the study of the Mishna: "If he knocks, it will be 
opened to him." 

8. For every one who asks receives; and he who seeks .finds; L 
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.] So Lk. 

9, 10. Or what man is there of you, who, if ht"s son ask for bread, L 
-will he give him a stone? Or also (if) he shall ask for a .fish, 
will he give him a serpent?] Lk. has : "But which of you being a 
father, shall his son ask a tish, will he give him instead of a fish a 
serpent? or also shall he ask an egg, will he give him a scorpion? " 

11. If ye therefore, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to L 
your children, how much more will your Father who is in the heavens 
1;ive good things to those who ask Him.] Lk. has : " If ye, there
fore, who are (inr&.pxovT£s) evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children; how much more will the Father who is from heaven give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?" · 

12. All things therefore whatsoever ye wish that men should do to L 
you, so also do ye to them : for this t's the law and the prophets.] Lk 681 
has : "And as ye wish that men should do to you, do ye to them like
wise." Lk. has this saying after the parallel to Mt 542• Mt. no doubt 
found it in the Logia in the Sermon, possjbly after 71• 2• But it seems 
more in place in Lk.'s connection, i.e. to say somewhere within Mt 
588•48 which concern the treatment of others. In its present connec
tion in Mt. the verse seems out of place, but 71. 2 deal with behaviour 
to other people, and so does 76• If vv.8•5 and 7-ll are interpolations 
from other parts of the Logia, 712 may have stood in connection 
with 71• 2• 6• A negative form of this saying was attributed to Hille!: 
"What is hateful to thee, do not do to thy neighbour," Shabbath 
31"; and is found in To 416 ll µ.ir;£'is µ.178wl 1roi~crns- Cf. Philo 
apud Eus. Prap. Ev. viii. 7. 6: ll ns 1ra8£'iv ix0alp£L µ.:Y, 1roi£'iv a~6v.1 

l Cf. also Isocrates, Nicocl. 39 C: a '11'"0.<TXOl'TES u,p' frlpwv onlte118e, TO.VTO. 

TO<S {l;;V,ois P,1) 'll'"OIEITE, 
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(b) 18-14. The narrow gate. Cf. Lk 1324• 

L 18. Enter in through the narrow gate: because broad anfl wide 
is the way which leadeth to destruction, and many are they that go 
in through it.] Lk. has: "Strive to enter through the narrow 
door: because many, I say to you, shall seek to enter, and shall 
not be able." 

L 14. How narrow is the gate, and contracted is the wa;•, which 
leads to life, and how (few) are they who find z"t I] 

14. The narrow gate or narrow door (Lk.) is the gate or door 
into the kingdom of heaven. Lk. has the phrase in an eschato
logical context. Here the meaning is less definitely eschatological, 
but it is not improbable that we should interpret the words in the 
light of vv.221f· with reference to the future kingdom. "Enter 
through the narrow gate" will then mean, "remember that the gate 
by which you must enter into the kingdom is a narrow one"; cf. 
1924 "It is easier to go through the eye of a needle than-into the 
kingdom" ; and 2 Es 73•14• The metaphor of the narrow gate 
suggests the parallel and more common metaphor of the two ways. 
And the speaker states the first member of that simile : "Because 
broad and wide is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
are they that go in through it." For Si' avr~c; = Sia -rrjc; Mov, cf. 2 12• 

Then instead of simply stating the second member of the simile, 
the speaker breaks into an exclamation which combines both 
metaphors : " Ah ! how narrow is the gate and contracted is the 
way which leads to life, and few there are who find it." For the 
two ways, cf. Jer 21 8 ; Siphri on Dt 1126 (Ugol.) 6o4, where 
"blessing and cursing" are interpreted as "two ways; the one at 
first level and at last full of thorns, the other at first full of thorns 
and at last level."-&.\{yoi £lcr{v, K.T • .\.] cf. 2 Es 83 "There be 
many created, but few shall be saved."-dc; T~v {w~v] cf. 188• 9 

1917• In 1916• 29 2546 we have "eternal life." For "life" as 
equivalent to "eternal life," see Dalm. Words, 156 ff. ; Volz, Jud. 
Eschat. pp. 3061 3261 368. 

18. ,;, 1rv;\'1] is omitted by t(* a b c h km for and by many Fathers. S1 

is unfortunately wanting. The words have probably been inserted by the 
copyists to complete the parallelism with v.14• 

14. ,-£] So t( b vid et O B2 E al S2 latt. lfr,, t(* B*, is perhaps due to 
assimilation to the previous verse. 

(c) 15-28. False prophets. Cf. Lk 643·49 1326·27. 

L 15. Beware of false prophets, such as come to you z"n sheep's 
clothing, but are inwardly ravening wolves.] 

L 16. From their fruits ye shall recognise them. Do men gather 
from thorns grapes, or from thistles jigs 7] Lk 644 has: "For not 
from thorns do they gather figs, nor from a bramble-bush do they 
pluck grapes." 

L 17. So every good tree makes sound fruit,· but the rotten tres 
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makes evil fruit.] Lk 643 has: "For there is not a sound tree 
making rotten fruit; nor again a rotten tree making sound fruit." 

18. A good tree cannot make evil fruit, nor a rotten tree make L 
good fruit.] 

19. Every tree which does not make good fruit is hewn down, and L 
cast into the ftre.] 

20. Therefore from their fruits ye shall recognise them.] Mt. L 
has an application of this saying about trees and their fruit con
taining sayings parallel to Lk 644" and 45 in 1233•35• He probably 
found in the Logia after the saying about false propµets, v.15, the 
words : (bro TWV Kap1rwv a&wv l1riyv6J<T£<T8£ a&ov<;, 16". This suggested 
to him the insertion from elsewhere in the Logia of the saying 
about trees and fruit which he closes by repeating the words, v.20, 

which had suggested the insertion. Compare his insertion of a 
parable 201•15 to explain 1930• Here, too, he closes his inter
polated section with the text from which he started, 2016• Com
pare also his insertion of parables 2443-2512 to explain 2442• Here, 
too, he repeats at the end 2518, the verse from which he started. 

21. Not every one who saith to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into L 
the kingdom of the heavens; but he who doeth the will of My Father 
who i's in the heavens.] Cf. Lk 646• 

o 1roiwv To BD1.'Y/µ,a, K.T • .\.] Cf. Aboth 522 (R. Jehudah ben 
Thema): "Be bold as a leopard, and swift as an eagle, and fleet 
as a hart, and strong as a lion to do the will of thy Father which 
is in heaven"; 24 (R. Gamaliel iii., f· 2 ro A.D.): "Do His will as if 
it were thy will"; Szphri (Ugol.), 872: "If any one keeps the law 
and does the will of his Father who is in heaven." The phrase 
to do the will is common in Jewish "'ritings; cf. Mechilta (Ugol.) 
220, 222, 230, 240, 242; Siphri (Ugol.) 956; Berakhoth 16h "It 
is our will to do Thy will." 

22. Many shall say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not L 
prophesy in Thy name 7 and in Thy name cast out demons 7 and in 
Thy name do many miracles 7] Cf. Lk 1226• 

lv lKE{V'[J Tfj ~µ,lpq.. For "that day" as a technical eschatological 
term, see Volz,Jud. Eschat. p. 188. 

23. And the:tz will I confess to them that I never knew you: L 
depart from Me, ye workers of lawlessness.] Cf. Lk r 2 27• . 

24-27. Closing parable. Cf. Lk 647•49• 

24. Every one, therefore, who hears these .My words, and doeth L 
them, shall be likened to a wise man, who built ht's house upon the 
rock.] Lk. has: "Every one who cometh to Me and heareth My 
words, and doeth them, I will show you to whom he is like. He 
is like a man building a house, who digged and went deep, and 
laid the foundation upon the rock." 

25. And the rain came down, and the streams (1rornµ,ol) came, L 
and the winds blew, and fell upon that house; and it fell not: for it 
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was founded on the rock.] Lk. has: "And when there was a flood, 
the river (1rornµ.6,) beat against that house, and could not shake 
it, because it was well founded." 

f3pox~] is a late and rare word. The lexicons quote Orac. 
ap. Clem. Alex. 50. In Ox. Pap. iii. 593, A.D. 172, ii. 280. 5, 
A.D. 88-89, f3poxa{ are artificial inundations of land. 

L 26. And every one who heareth these My sayings, and doeth them 
not, shall be likened to a foolish man, who built his house upon the 
sand.] Lk. has : " But he who heard and did not, is like to a man 
who built a house upon the soil without a foundation." 

L 27. And the rain came down, and the streams came, and the 
winds blew, and fell upon that house,· and it fell: and its fall was 
treat.] Lk. has : "Upon which the stream beat, and straightway 
1t fell in, and the destruction of that house was great." 

E M 28. And it came to pass when Jesus .finished these words, the 
multitudes were astonished at His teaching.] Cf. Lk 71 "When 
He had fulfilled all His words (Mµ.arn) in the hearing of the people." 

Kal lylvETO, K.T.A.] For the formula, see Introduction, p. lxiv.
l[E1rA~CTCTOVTo of JxA.ot l1rl Tfj 3i3axfi am-ov] With these words Mt. 
returns to Mk 122 after his long insertion, 5-727• 

M 29. For He was teaching them as one having authon·ty, and not 
as their scribes.] Mk. has the same without avTwv. 

The relation of the Sermon to S. Luke, 620-49. 

The Introduction, 51· 2. 
Lk. introduces His Sermon at a later period in the narrative. 

After borrowing Mk 31·6 = Lk 66•11, he passes on to the appoint
ment of the Twelve, Mk 313·19 = Lk 612·16• This took place, 
according to Mk., on a mountain. He then records the descent 
into the plain again, Kat KaTa/3as p.ET0 aVTWV ;_CTT'YJ £71"L T61rov 71'E3wov, 
6 17, and then turns back in order to summarise Mk 37·12 = Lk 67·19, 

thus obtaining an audience for the Sermon which he introduces 
in 620 with the words : "And He, lifting up His eyes upon His 
disciples, said." It is clear that the two Evangelists independently 
create a suitable time and place and audience for the Sermon. 
Mt. places it early in his Gospel to illustrate Mk 1 21· 22 "He was 
teaching-at His teaching-He was teaching." Lk. places it after 
the formal appointment of the Twelve, and provides an audience 
by transposing Mk 313-19 and 7-12. Mt.'s TO opo, and Lk.'s T671'ov 
71'£8wov may both represent a tradition that the Sermon was spoken 
on a hillside. But Mt.'s TO opo, may equally well be due to the 
Evangelist. It was fitting that the exposition of the Christian law 
of the kingdom should have been given on a mountain as the Old 
Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. Cf. in this Gospel the mountain 
of temptation (48), the mountain of transfiguration (171), and the 
mountain upon which the Lord gave His final commands to the 
disciples (2816). Lk.'s KaTa/3a.s-i1r'i. To71'ov 'll'i8ivoii is probably an 
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editorial connecting link. It was more natural to represent the Lord 
as descending from the mountain upon which He had appointed 
the Twelve to find an audience for His Sermon in the plain than 
to bring the multitudes from J uda!a and Tyre and Sidon up into 
the mountain. Lastly, Mt. has provided an audience for His 
Sermon by collecting phrases from Mk. (see on 423•25), whilst Lk. 
provides an audience by transposing Mk 37•12 and 13-19. 

There is therefore no necessary connection between the 
introduction to the Sermon in Mt. and Lk. other than a common 
use of Mk.'s Gospel. 

A. The Beatitudes, 53·13. 

Lk. has a corresponding section, consisting of four blessings 
and four woes, 620·26• The four blessings are addressed in the 
second person (Mt. in the third) to oi -rr-rwxol (Mt. 7rTwxol T'{l 
7rV£vp,an), oi 7r£tVWV'T£S (Mt. oi 7r£LVWV'T£S Kat Sufrwvns 'T~V Si«aLO<TVV'YJV), 
o! «>..afovns (no parallel in Mt.), and to those who are hated and 
persecuted; cf. Mt vv.11• 12• It is clear that the Evangelists in this 
section are independent of one another, and that they did not use 
a common written source. The Sermon traditionally began with 
Beatitudes, but the number and form of these varied in different 
recensions. 

B. The two metaphors of discipleship, Mt 513•16, do not occur in 
Lk.'s Sermon. They have probably been inserted here from other 
parts of the Logia. Lk. has parallels to 513• 15 in 1434- 35 g16 1133. 

See notes on vv.13•16• He drew the sayings from some source, or 
sources, other than the Logia. 

C. Relation to the Old Law, 517-48• 

Lk. has no parallel in his Sermon to 517•393• But in 627-36 he 
has parallels to Mt 539b·48• The &U' i!p,'iv >..1.-yw To'i:s a«ovouuiv (cf. 
Mt 544 «1-yw 13£ >..1.-yw i!p,"iv) suggests that Lk. himself, or the source 
which he follows, has omitted from the Sermon matter parallel to 
Mt 517-39" on account of its polemical character. On the other 
hand, Mt. has probably added to this section of the Sermon as it 
stood in the Logia sayings from other parts of the Logia. Such 
additions are probably vv.18·19· 22b, c. 25•26• 33-37_ See the notes on 
these passages. 

D. Three illustrations of righteousness, Mt 61-18• 

No parallels to this occur in Lk.'s Sermon. The Sermon in 
the Logia may have contained it; but if so, Mt. has probably 
added 7•15 from other sections of the Logia. Lk. has parallels to 
8 in 1230, and to 9•12 in u 2•4• He was drawing from independent 
sources. 

E. Three prohibitions, Mt 619-76• 

Lk. has no parallels in his Sermon to 619·34, but has sayings 
corresponding to 619·21 in 1233-34, to 622·23 in u34-35, to 6 24 in 1613, 

and to 625•34 in 1 2 22-31• The Sermon in the Logia may have 
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contained Mt 619-20, which Mt. has enlarged by adding 21-34 from 
other parts of the Logia. Lk. drew from independent sources. 
Lk. has parallels in his Sermon to 71-5 in 637-42• Mt. probably 
drew from the Logia, Lk. from his independent source. 

F. Three commands, Mt 77-23• 

Lk. has parallels in his Sermon to 712a. 16-18 and 21 = Lk 6 43-44, 46• 

The section probably stood in the Logia, but may have been 
enlarged by Mt., e.g. vv.16h-2o, from other parts of the Logia. 

G. Concluding parable, Mt 7 24-27, is found at the end of Lk.'s 
Sermon, 647-49• 

These facts seem most easily explained on some such Imes as 
these: 

Mt. found in the Logia a sermon containing-
A. Beatitudes, 52-12. 
B. Relation to Old Law, 

5
11. 20. 21-24, 21-30. 31-32. 38-42- 43-48. 

C. Three illustrations of righteousness, 61-4• 5-6• 16-18 • 

.D. Three prohibitions, 610-21 71-5. 6. 12, 

E. T-wo commands, 7 rn-14. 15-16a, 

F. A warning and concluding parable, 721-23• 24-27. 

This sermon he has enlarged by adding to it sayings which also 
were probably contained in the Logia, viz. 513-16. 18-19. 25-26. 33-37 67-15. 

22-34 77-1116b-20. 

Lk. also had in one of his sources (not the Logia) a Sermon 
which was parallel in outline to that of the Logia. It contained, A, 
a section of blessings and woes ( 620•26), and then passed, B, to a 
series of exhortations to Christian love ( 627•38), followed by, C, 
various precepts ( 6 39-45), and ended by .D, a parable ( 6 46•49). Either 
Lk. himself or, more probably, an editor at an earlier stage, in the 
transmission of the Sermon, omitted before Ba section dealing with 
Christ's relation to the Old Law. Of course, the Hebrew or 
Aramaic Logia may be the ultimate source of both Mt. and Lk.'s 
Sermon. But if so, it is probable that the Sermon was excerpted 
from the Logia, and passed through several stages before it reached 
S. Luke. Mt., on the other hand, seems to have used a Greek 
translation of the Logia itself. That Mt. and Lk. were not using 
the same Greek source for the Sermon is suggested by their 
frequent divergence in language, and is decisively proved by the 
remarkable differences in the section containing blessings, with 
which the Sermon opens. Lk. also has, not in the Sermon, but 
elsewhere in his Gospel, sayings corresponding to sayings which 
Mt. has in the Sermon. Whilst Mt. drew these probably from the 
Logia, where some of them need not have stood in the Sermon, 
Lk. borrowed ·them from oral tradition or from other sources. 
That the two Evangelists did not draw them from the same Greek 
source is proved by the variations in setting and in language, and 
by other differences. The Lord's Prayer alone, with its striking 
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variation in the two Gospels, proves that the Evangelists took it 
from quite independent sources or streams of tradition. For it is 
very improbable that Lk. should have shortened. Mt 69•13, or that 
Mt. should have expanded Lk 112•4• On the other hand, it is very 
probable that the Prayer should have received different forms in the 
period of transmission prior to our two Gospels. The Logia may 
be the ultimate source of tradition. But if Mt. drew directly from 
a Greek translation of the Logia, Lk. borrowed from some source 
in which the Prayer had been borrowed from the Logia after 
passing through several stages of transmission. The fact that in 
both Gospels the Sermon is followed by an entry into Capharnaum 
(Mt 85 =Lk 71), and by the miracle of the centurion's servant, has 
led to the supposition that both Evangelists used a source in which 
this connection was already made. But this is very doubtful. In 
Mt 85 Eio-€Movros St at.Tov ds Kacpapvao-6µ, may be purely editorial. 
The editor places immediately after the Sermon Mk.'s narrative of 
the leper, 81-4. He now wishes to continue with the story of the 
centurion's servant. Capharnaum was the obvious place in which 
to locate this, cf. Mt 413, especially as the editor intends to 
continue with Mk 1 29·31, which did take place in Capharnaum. He 
was therefore obliged to insert a statement of the return to that city 
somewhere, and 85 was an obvious opportunity for doing so. In 
Lk. also, if we allow that Capharnaum was the natural place for the 
miracle, there was an obvious reason for inserting 71 between the 
Sermon and the miracle. Of course, there are other possibilities. 
The statement in Mt 85 may be editorial, whilst in the source 
which Lk. was following the Sermon may have been immediately 
followed by the return to Capharnaum and the miracle. In that 
case the agreement of Mt. and Lk. in linking the Sermon to the 
miracle by the entry into Capharnaum may be accidental. Or this 
may be just one of those points in which the first Gospel has 
influenced Lk. He remembered the closing formula of Mt 728 

"And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these words," and 
reproduced them in 71 in the form, "When He had fulfilled all His 
sayings in the ears of the people." Then, passing over Mt 728h•29 

and 81•4 because he has them in other contexts in Mk., he came to 
Mt 85, and recorded the entry into Capharnaum and the miracle, 
not slavishly following Mt., but giving the miracle in the form 
known to him from another source. The view that Mt. and Lk. 
were both following a source in which Sermon and miracle were 
already linked by the statement of the entry into Capharnaum, would 
have everything in its favour if it did not make it impossible to 
understand the variations in the Sermon in the two Gospels. 

(c) Illustrations of his work, 81-934• 

(r) Three miracles of healing, 81•17, 
81·4=Mk 1 40-45. 
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The next section in Mk. is 1 23-28, the account of the demoniac 
in the synagogue at Capharnaum. We should expect the editor to 
begin his account of Christ's miracles with this incident. But he 
omits it, and, postponing several verses which follow, continues with 
the account of the leper, which in Mk 140-45 is found without 
notice of time and place, unless we may infer from Mk 1 39 that it 
took place during the journey throughout Galilee there mentioned. 
This change in Mk.'s order is difficult to explain. We have to 
account for ( 1) the omission of the incident of the demoniac, ( 2) 
the insertion of the account of the leper immediately after the 
Sermon, and before the entry into Capharnaum and the incidents 
there. ( 1) The omission of the account of the demoniac is 
probably intentional. (a) Both Mt. and Lk. seem to have disliked 
the story as found in Mk. We read there that the demon obeyed 
the Lord's command to come out, but not until He had "rent" 
the patient and "cried with a loud voice." Lk. materially modifies 
this when he omits the "crying," and adds, "having in no way 
injured him." A somewhat similar modification is found in the 
parallels to Mk 914-29, where Mt. altogether omits the details that 
the demon after Christ's command "cried out and tore him much," 
and that the patient "became as one dead, insomuch that the 
more part said, He is dead"; whilst Lk. retains indeed the 
"rending," but places it before Christ's command, and, like Mt., 
omits the "becoming as one dead.'' (b) Mt. takes over two of 
Mk.'s narratives of expulsion of demons, 51-20 and 914-29, omitting, 
however, from the latter all traces of demoniac possession except 
in v.18• Elsewhere he sometimes omits references to this subject 
from Mk.; cf. his omission of Mk 1 34• 39 311• (2) In view of his 
habit of arranging incidents and sayings in numerical groups, it is 
probable that he wished to begin his illustrations of Christ's 
miracles with three incidents of healing of typical diseases-leprosy, 
paralysis, fever. The incident of the leper, which in Mk. seems to 
have no expressed details of time or place, is therefore substituted 
for that of the demoniac, and becomes the first miracle (81-4). 

The fact that this incident illustrates Christ's attitude towards legal 
ceremonies may have co-operated in influencing the editor to place 
it immediately after the Sermon on the Mount. A healing of a 
paralytic, which Lk. also has in close connection with the Sermon, 
is inserted as the second (85-13); whilst the healing of Peter's wife's 
mother, which follows the omitted incident in Mk., supplies the third. 

E 1. And when He came down from the mountain, great multitudes 
followed Him.] In this way Mt. forms a connection with the 
following incident. 

M 2. And behold a leper came and was worshipping Him, saying, 
Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst cleanse me.] Mk. has : "And there 
cometh to Him a leper, beseeching Him, and kneeling down, saying 
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to Him, that if Thou wilt Thou canst cleanse me." For Nat l8ov 
as a connecting link, see on 1 20• Mt. avoids Mk.'s historic present 
ZpXETat, and substitutes his favourite word 1rpoulpx£<r0cii. See on 
43• For Mk.'s vivid "beseeching Him, and kneeling down," he 
substitutes another word ( 1rpouK1111E'iv) which is characteristic of the 
first Gospel. See on 2 2• Mt. omits Mk.'s oTt (see Introduction, 
p. xix). KvptE as a form of address to Christ is common in Mt. 
and Lk. In Mk. it occurs only 728 1051• Ka0ap{{ELv is late, and 
rare outside the LXX and N.T. It occurs in Jos. Ant. xi. 153, and 
two or three times in inscriptions in a ceremonial sense; cf. Deissm. 
Bib. Stud. p. 216, and Ditt. Syll. 633. 3, 653. 37. 

3. And stretching out the hand, He touched him, saying, I wz"ll; M 
be cleansed. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.] Mk. has: 
"And having compassion (D a ff 2 Tat Eph. "being angry"), He 
stretched out His hand and touched (him), and saith to him, I will; 
be cleansed.'' Since Mt. elsewhere omits words descriptive of 
human emotion in the case of Christ (see Introduction, p. xxxi), 
with the exception of u1r"Aarx:_v{(Eu0ai which he has four times, it is 
probable that his copy of Mk. had opyiu0ds, and that he intention
ally omitted it.-~i/taTO a&ov "Al-ywv J Mk. has ~lfUTO KUL "AfyEL; 
Mt. prefers subordinate to co-ordinate clauses; cf. 825 = Mk 488, 
914=218, 1427=650, 2030=1047, 211,2=111,2, 2667.68=1465, 2123= 

1127, 2s,-lKa0ap{u0TJ a~Tov ~ "Al1rpa J Mt. combines two clauses in 
Mk. He elsewhere omits one of two synonymous clauses; see 
Introduction, p. xxiv. 

4. And Jesus saith to him, See• that thou tell no man; but go M 
show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift which Moses commanded, 
for a testimony to them.] Mk. has : " And he urgently charged 
(lµ,f3pip,7Juap,Evos) him, and immediately sent him out (ltlf3a"Aw); 
and saith to him, See that thou tell no man : but go show thyself 
to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing the things which Moses 
commanded, for a testimony to them." Mt. omits Mk.'s first 
clause as unnecessarily strongly worded. For the omission of 
lµ.{3pip,7Juap,Evos, cf. Introduction, p. xxxi. Mt. inserts t:i 'l7Juovs, 
and omits one of Mk.'s negatives; cf. Introduction, p. xxv. He 
also substitutes TO owpov for 7rEpt TOV Ka0aptup,ov uov. For the 
offerings made by a leper, cf. Lev 14.-Els µ.ap-rvpwv a&oZs] z:e. to 
the priests, but not to assure them that he was healed. The 
priests would exercise their own judgment as to this before the 
customary offerings were made at Jerusalem. The clause can only 
refer to the supposed hostility of Jesus to the law already implied 
in 511-20• The fact that Christ bade His patient present himself 
to the priests and offer the usual sacrifices, should convince them 
that He did not seek to undermine the Mosaic ritual. The illus
tration here given of Christ's attitude towards legal ceremonies 
may be one reason why the editor places this incident immediately 
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after the Sermon on the Mount. Mk. adds here: "But he went 
out and began to publish (it) much, and to spread abroad the 
matter, so that He could no longer openly enter into a city, but 
was without in desert places : and they came to Him from every 
quarter." The words are ambiguous. The first "he" is probably 
the healed leper, the second "he" Jesus. But the subject in 
both cases may be Jesus. " He went forth from the place where 
He healed the leper, and began to preach much, and to spread 
abroad the word of the good news of the kingdom, so that in 
consequence of the thronging multitudes He was obliged to avoid 
the towns with their narrow streets, and to receive the people in 
the open country." For T~>V Myov=the Gospel message, cf. Mk 
2 2 41411', 832• Mt. omits the verse partly because it does not suit 
the connection in which he has placed the incident. In his 
narrative, Christ, so far from being unable to enter into a city, is 
immediately to enter into Capharnaum, partly perhaps on account 
of the ambiguity in the words, partly also from a feeling of dislike 
to recording an act of direct disobedience to Christ's expressed 
command, and of hesitation at the µ,~ 8vvau0ai as applied to Christ. 
He elsewhere omits clauses attributing failure or inability to Christ ; 
cf. Mk 65 01JK l8vvaT0--7rOLfj<TaL = Mt I 358 ofiK l1ro{71u£V; Mk 648 Kal 
~0£A£V 1rap£A0liv a&ovs, Mt. omits; Mk 93° Kal OVK ~0£A£V i.'va TLS 

yvot; Mt. omits. Cf. also Mk 83 and 1118 with Mt.'s parallels, 
and see Introduction, p. xxxi. 

In one or two small points Mt. and Lk. agree in their account 
of this incident against Mk. Both have Kal 1.8ov and K1ipi£ at the 
beginning, and ~iftaTo-Al.ywv for ~iftaTo Kal Alyn. Both omit 
u1rAayxviu0£{s and Mk 433• Lk. paraphrases Mk 45 in such a way 
as to avoid the disobedience of the man, and the "could not" 
of Christ. Mt. omits the verse. This partial agreement in treat
ment and the omissions may be due to the same tendency operating 
independently in two writers. The other agreements may be due 
to the influence of one Gospel upon the other in respect of the 
original writers, or of later copyists assimilating one passage to 
another; to oral tradition independently influencing the original 
writers; or to some unknown cause. They are not sufficient to 
make it probable that Mt. and Lk. had any other written account 
of this incident before them in addition to Mk. 

5-18. The Paralytic; cf. Lk 71•10• 

X 5, 6. And when He entered into Capharnaum, there came to Him 
a centurion, beseeching Hi"m, and saying, Lord, my boy lies in the 
house sick of the palsy, terribly tormented.]-avTov-avT0] For the 
construction, cf. Blass, p. 2 5 r. For 1rpoulpx£u0a.i as a characteristic 
word of Mt., cf. on 43.-iKaToVTapxos] In Hellenistic writers 
iKaTOVTO.PX'YJS also occurs; cf. Blass, p. 28.-1rapaK«Awv aVTOv Kal 
Aiywv] It is curious that the editor should omit 1rapa.KaAWv in 
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Mk v.40 and insert it here. Perhaps he thought it more suitable 
in view of the long appeal which here follows, than in reference 
to the short sentence of v.2. For Kvpt£, see on v.2-0 'ITat'.s ,uov] 
'ITat'.s may be either "child" or "servant."-'ITapa.\vnK6s] See on 
424.-,Bl,B.\17Tat] Lies prostrate. The strong word represents a 
Semitic original. 

7. And he saith to him, Shall I come and heal him 7] The X 
centurion was probably a Gentile. He had not ventured to bring 
his servant to a Jewish healer. Only in the case of Jairus' 
daughter does Christ go to the patient. Elsewhere the sick are 
brought to Him. It matters little whether we translate the last 
clause as a question or as a simple statement, "I will come," etc. 
In either case the main point is that Christ should be willing to 
enter the house of a foreigner. 

8. And the centun"on answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy X 
that Thou shouldest enter under my roof: but only speak, and my 
servant shall be healed.] For Kvpi£, see on v.2.-lKavos i'va] Blass, 
227 f. For the position of ,uov, cf. 724· 26 ; Blass, 168; and see 
on 95. 

9. For I, too, am a man under authority, having soldiers under X 
me : and I say to one, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and 
he comes; and to my servant, Do this, and he does it.] The officer, 
impressed with the spiritual power of Christ, believes that He must 
have spiritual agencies at His command, who could carry out His 
command that the patient should be healed. 

10. And Jesus hearing, marvelled, and said to those who followed, X 
Verily I say to you, With no one did I find such faith in Israel.]

'IT{<TTiv] "Faith" here is "confidence," "trust," "assurance," that 
Christ could, if He would, heal with a word. 

11. And I say to you, That many from east and west shall come L 
and s# down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of the heavens.] For this and the next verse, cf. Lk 1328-so. The 
gap between this and the last verse must be bridged by the 
thought that such faith as that exhibited by the Gentilic centurion 
would admit him into the kingdom. And he was only typical of 
a class. Many in all parts of the world would be found to have 
this faith. When the kingdom came, they would come from the 
remote corners of the world, and, entering into it, would sit down 
to feast with the righteous patriarchs. The metaphor of a meal is 
frequently used in the N.T. to symbolise the joys of the kingdom. 
Cf. 2629, Lk 1415-24 2230, Rev 320 199• It is common in Jewish 
literature. Cf. Aboth 320 "Everything is prepared for the ban
quet," Secrets of Enoch 425 "At the last coming they will lead 
forth Adam with our forefathers, and conduct them there, that 
they may rejoice, as a man calls those whom he loves to feast with 
him"; and Pesikta 188b. Behemoth and Leviathan are reserved for 
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the meal of the righteous. Cf. Volz, Jud. Eschat. 33 1 ; Enoch 
6214, Apoc. Bar 294• 

L 12. But the sons of the kingdom shall be cast forth into the outer 
darlmess : there shall be the wailing and the gnashing of teeth.] 
"Sons of the kingdom" is in Semitic idiom equivalent to those who 
should inherit it, its rightful heirs. Here it, no doubt, signifies 
the Jewish nation or people. Such of them as are lacking in the 
faith which the centurion possessed will be cast out of the king
dom, whilst Gentiles sit down with the righteous patriarchs at 
the banquet. For "sons of the kingdom," cf. Bab. Shabb. 153"; 
'' Who is a son of the world to come?" Pesa!u'm 8", and cf. 1338• 

'TO UKOTOS 'T6 £[WT£pov occurs only in Mt.; cf. 2213 2530• er. Enoch 
1038 "into darkness-will your spirits enter"; 10814 "those who 
were born in darkness will be cast into darkness " ; Ps-Sol 14 6 

"their inheritance is-darkness," 1511 "the inheritance of the 
sinners is-darkness"; Sib. Or 443 He will send back the un
godly into darkness. For the Rabbinical literature, cf. Vayyikra 
R. 27 (Wiinsche, 183): "God names gehinnom 'darkness.'" 
Shemoth R. 14 (Wiinsche, 100): "the sinners in gehinnom will be 
covered with darkness.'' Cf. Bousset, Rei. Jud. 266; Weber, Jiid. 
Theo!. 393; Volz, Jud. Eschat. 284 f.: £KEt ta-Tat b KA.av0µ,'o~ Kat 
b f3pvyµ,'os Tow o86JITwv. This refrain is characteristic of Mt. It 
occurs again in 1342• 50 2213 2451 25 30, and once in Lk 1328• Cf. 
Enoch 1083, the transgressors "will cry and make lamentation"; 
5 " the voice of crying, and weeping, and lamentation, and strong 
pain"; Secrets of Enoch 4012 "the mighty hell-full oflamentation.'' 

For the whole verse, cf. Philo, de Exsecr. vi. The proselyte 
([,r.,,>..vs)-receive(s) for reward a sure and firm foundation in heaven, 
such as cannot be described. But the rightful heir ( EfnraTpl811s) "will 
be dragged downwards, and brought into Tartarus and deep darkness." 

X 13. And Jesus said to the centurion, Go; as thou hast believed, be 
it to thee. And the boy was healed at that hour.] For the healing 
at the moment of Christ's utterance, cf. 922 1528 1718.-lv lKdv71 
rii if:.p<f] is a formula of frequent ·occurrence in Rabbinical litera
ture ; cf. Schlatter, Die Sprache und Heimat des vierten Evan
geiisten, p. 64.-ws l,r[UTwcras] see on v.10• 

IS. For" And when He entered into Capharnaum." 51 k have: "After 
these things." This abrupt introduction is quite unlike Mt.'s style, and may 
be original. S2 has : "After these things, when He entered into Caphar
naum '' ; adding the last clause from a Greek MS. which had assimilated to 
Lk 71• The Gk MSS. vary between £1,r,Monos De a.ilToD, ~ B C Z, fl<r,Movn 
De a.ilTci>, and fi,nM6vn De T'I' 'l11,roiJ. 

eKa.T6vra.pxos] So the Greek MS5. S1 has" chiliarch," which may be 
original, eKa.r6vra.pxos being in that case due to assimilation to Lk. 

{nro ifov<rlav] ~ B add ra<r<roµ,vos, assimilating to Lk. S1 has : "I also 
am a man that hath authority." S2 "I also am a man under authority, and 
I have authority also." Sf has misinterpreted the rather ambiguous v1ro 
ifov,rla.11, and 52 has prefixed a more exact rendering. 



VIII. 13-15. J MINISTRY IN GALILEE 79 

10. ,ra,p' ovo,vl TOIJ'avrr,v rltrnv iv -rep 'Itrpa,,!X] So Bak q S2 (" not even 
in any one of the house of Israel have I found aught like this faith," Burk). 
The variant ovoe iv -rci, 'Itrpa11X -rotravrr,v rltr-r,v, N Cal S1 (" not even aught 
like this faith have I found in the house of Israel," Burk), may be due to 
assimilation to Lk. 

5-13. The Paralytic. 
Lk 71•10 records a similar incident in a similar connection 

immediately on the entry into Capharnaum, which followed the 
Sermon. Th~ narrative setting of the two Evangelists is very 
different. In Mt. the officer himself comes to Christ. In Lk. he 
sends, first, elders, and then friends, to intercede for him. On 
the other hand, the dialogue Mt 8·12 = Lk6h-9 is almost verbally 
identical; but Mt. has two verses, 11•12, which are not found in Lk. 
The similar position of the story might be accounted for by sup
posing that Mt. and Lk. drew from a common documentary source. 
Against this is the divergent narrative setting. Or on the sup
position that the incident was connected with the Sermon in oral 
tradition. The agreement in dialogue is not too great to be 
accounted for on this view. Or, lastly, the agreement in position 
may be due to reminiscence of Mt. by Lk. The reverse is on 
many grounds hardly probable. It seems probable that the two 
Evangelists record different versions of the same story. For a 
third, cf. Jo 446•54• The text of Mt. seems to have undergone con
siderable assimilation to Lk. See the critical notes. 

14-16. From Mk 129·34. 

The editor now returns to the incident in Mk. which follows 
the omitted section of the demoniac. 

14. And Jesus came into the house of Peter, and saw his wife's M 
mother abed, and fever-sick.] Mk. has : "And straightway they 
went out of the synagogue, and came into the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. And the wife's mother of Simon 
lay fever-sick, and straightway they tell Him of her." Mt. must 
omit €K 77/• CTVvaywy~, lt£>..06vT£<; because he has omitted the 
previous scene in Mk. which took place in a synagogue. He 
abbreviates Mk.'s account by omitting as unnecessary KaL 'Av8plov 
P,£TU 'laK6'/3ov KaL 'Iwavov and KaL £Mi,, >..l:yovcnv aw't' 7r£pL aih~s. 
/3£/3AYJp,ivYJv for Mk.'s KaTiK£tTo is an assimilation to v. 6 ; see note 
there. C£ a similar change in 92, and cf. Mk 780• 

15, And He touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she 
arose, and ministered to Him.] Mk. has : "And He came and 
raised her, having taken hold of (her) hand; and the fever left 
her, and she ministered to them.'' The editor slightly paraphrases 
Mk. ~tfraTo for Mk.'s Kparquas is an assimilation to v.8• Mk. has 
the plural throughout, " they came-ministered to them," because 
since 1rn-2o he has represented Christ as accompanied by the four 
disciples; cf. v.21 "they come.'' But Mt. has left the incident of 
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the call so far behind that he has ceased to be influenced by it, 
and substitutes the singular. 

M 16. And when it was evening, they brought to Him many 
demoniacs; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all 
that were in evil plight.] Mk has : " And when it was evening, 
when the sun set, they were bringing to Him all who were in evil 
plight, and the demoniacs. And the whole city was gathered at 
the door. And He healed many who were in evil plight, and cast 
out many demons; and did not suffer the demons to speak, 
because they knew Him to be the Christ." 

This passage is very characteristic of Mk.'s style. Notice the 
tautologous " When it was evening, when the sun set," the repeti
tion of Toils KaKws lxovras and of Ta 8aiµ,6via, and the emphasis 
upon the multitude who thronged the door. Mt. omits "when 
the sun set"; cf. Introduction, p. xxiv. He substitutes the aorist 
1rpocr~veyKav for Mk.'s imperfect lcf,Epov. See Introduction, p. xx. 
1rpocrcf,lpEw occurs fifteen times in Mt, three in Mk. The sub
stitution of the composite for the simple verb carries with it the 
substitution of avr<ii for 1rpos av-r6v ; cf. the same change in 92 = 
Mk 2 3, the dat. for 1rp6s P,£ in I J17 = Mk 919, the dat. for 1rpos avr6v 
in 2223 = Mk 1218, and the dat. for 1rpos TOV IluAarov in 2757 = 
Mk 1543• He abbreviates the rest in such a way as to omit one 
occurrence of Toils KaKws lxovras and of ra Saiµ,6via, and by a 
slight transposition has " many brought, all healed" for Mk.'s "all 
brought, many healed.'' Cf. Introduction, p. xxxii. My'f' is an 
assimilation to v.8• It enhances the miraculous character of the 
healing. Cf. Introduction, p. xxxii. 

0 17. The editor closes his first series of miracles with a quotation 
from Is 534, which seems to be an independent translation of the 
Hebrew. The LXX is quite different ( OVTOS Tas &.µ,apr{as ~µ,wv 
cf,lpn Kal 1rEpl ~µ,wv o8vvarai), and would hardly have been applicable 
here. We need not ask as to the exact signification of the verbs. 
The translator's thought was centred on the nouns "weaknesses 
and diseases.'' Christ healed these, as the three illustrations of 
leprosy, paralysis, and fever just given show. In so doing, He "bore 
and carried" them in any sense in which these verbs can be pre
dicated of a physician. The translator therefore chooses two 
colourless Greek verbs-Aaµ,{3av£w, (3aCTTa(Ew-to represent the 
Hebrew originals, giving us no clue whether the thought in his 
mind was that Christ "took away" and "carried away" disease 
from the sufferer, or rather that He took upon Himself and carried 
in His own person these ailments in the weariness which such 
work caused Him. Cf. Deissm. Bib. Stud. 102 f. 

(2) Three miracles of power, 818-917• 

18. The next section in Mk is 1 85-39• This the editor omits 
as being irrelevant to his purpose, since it contains no miracle. 
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Mk 140-45 he has already inserted. He comes therefore to 21-22• 

But this occurred at a second. visit to Capharnaum (Mk 2 1), and 
Mt., who has already inserted Mk 1 40•45, which separates the two 
visits, cannot by continuing with 2 1·22 confuse them. He therefore 
postpones 21•22• 2 23-36 contains controversial matter, which Mt. 
reserves for a special controversial section (12). 37•85 furnishes no 
miracle of healing. 41•84 is reserved for a special parable section 
(13). He therefore comes to 435, where Christ is described as 
surrounded by a multitude at evening time, and about to cross the 
lake, possibly being wearied with His ministry. Mt. adapts this 
situation to what he has just recorded, inserts 819•22, and then takes 
over Mk 435-520 = Mt 823•84 with considerable omissions. These 
verses contain two incidents which form the first two of a second 
series of miracles illustrating Christ's power over natural and 
supernatural forces. 

18. And Jesus, seeing great multitudes1 about Him, gave command M 
to depart to the other side.] Mk has : "And He saith to them on 
that day when it was evening, Let us cross to the other side." 
Mt. omits "on that day when it was evening," because he has 
already recorded the latter fact in v.16• 

19-22. Lk 957-62 has the story of these two claimants to X 
discipleship, with the addition of a third, at a later stage in the 
ministry. The substantial agreement in language is no reason for 
supposing that both drew from the same documentary source. 
Lk.'s addition and the difference of context is against this. But it is 
not easy to see why Mt. should have placed the section here in his 
series of miracles. Possibly the thought of the sickness bearer sug
gested to him the companion picture of the homeless Son of Man. 

19. And there came a scribe, and said to Him, Teacher, I will X 
follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest away.] 

1rpouEA.8Jv] Cf. on 48.-Ers ypaµ,µ,arws] For the Semitic use 
of E!s = ns, cf. Blass, p. 144; Win.-Schm. p. 243. But contrast 
Moulton, p. 96; and for one=" a" in Aramaic, Dalm. Gram. 121. 
In Aramaic it is placed before the substantive, in Hebrew after it. 
Its use in Hebrew in this sense seems to be occasional and limited. 
Hatzidakis, Einl. 207, says .that this use occurs in Greek writers 
since Polybius. Zahn prefers to take E!s -ypaµ,µ,arEvs in apposition, 
"one, a scribe," cf. 1824 E!s IJcpELAirYJs, on the ground that when 
Mt. uses E!s as= ris, he places it after the substantive ; cf. 918 1211 

185 21 18• Lk. has simply ns. 
IMauKaAE] = pa/3{3E{. See Dalman, Words, 336. What induced 

this scribe to wish to accompany Christ in His wanderings we 

1 ,ro}.}.ous ixAovs, cf. 81• So l:(c Cal latt; 6x}.ovs, .lot*; Jx}..ov, B, assimilating 
to Mk 436 '' the great multitude," 8 1 8 2 ; turbam multam, c g1 ; /Jx}.os ,roMs, 
a b ff1 h k q. In a half editorial note of this kind the plural is more probable; 
cf. Introduction, p. lxxvi. ' · 

6 
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cannot say. The next verse suggests that the Lord doubted his 
sincerity of purpose. 

X 20. And Jesus saith to him, The foxes have earths and the 
birds of the heaven nests, but the Son of llfan hath not where to lay 
His head.] "Son of Man" is here quite clearly a self-designation 
of Himself by Christ. For its meaning, see the Introduction, p. lxxi. 

X · 21. And another of the disciples said to Him, Lord, suffer me 
first to go away and bury my father.] 

lnpo,] is used loosely for cL\.Ao,, as in 1023 1245 1530.-Twv 

µ.a0riTwv] loosely qualifies lnpo, without implying that the 
ypap,µ.aTdJ, was a disciple. 

X 22. And Jesus saith to him, Follow Me, and let the dead bury 
their own dead,l It is generally suggested that ToV, veKpol), means 
the spiritually dead, i.e. those who had not felt the call to f~llow 
Christ, and were dead so far as He was concerned. They could 
perform the duties of burial. The questioner had received the 
call, and that was the more urgent duty. In this case, the burial of 
the dead parent would come under the rule that sometimes the call 
to follow Christ might necessitate the abandonment of human rela
tions; cf. 1929• But it is possible that "let the dead bury their dead" 
was a proverbial saying, meaning, "Cut yourself adrift from the past 
when matters of present interest call for your whole attention." 

M 23. And when He embarked into a boat, His disciples followed 
Him.] Mk. has: "And they left the multitude, and take Him as 
He was in the boat. And other boats were with Him." The 
editor adapts Mk. to his context. In Mk. Christ was already in a 
boat, and had been speaking from it (Mk 41). Mt. is obliged to 
insert a statement of the embarkation, and omits the reference to 
the other boats as superfluous. 

24. And, behold, there arose a great storm in the sea, so that the 
boat was being covered by the waves: but He was sleeping.] Mk. has: 
"And there arises a great hurricane of wind, and the waves were 
.beating into the boat, so that the boat was already being filled. 
And He was in the stern upon the cushion sleeping." 

Kal l8ov1 see on 120.-ueiuµ.6,] Mt. has the stronger phrase 
'A.a'iAaip-avlµov.-lyeveTo] for Mk.'s historic present, cf. Introduc
tion, p. xx.-KaA1)11"TE0'0ai] for Mk.'s stronger yep,{(.eu0ai. Mt. 
avoids the repeated TO 7rAofov; see on v.16.-atn'o, 8e1 for Mk.'s Kal 
atn"6,, cf. Introduction, p. xx. Mt. omits Iv Ti) 7rpl)P,V'[l £7rl To 
7rpouKerpcf.A.awv; cf. Introduction, p. xvii. 

M 25. And they came and aroused Him, saying, Lord, save,- we 
are pen'shing.] Mk. has: "And they arouse Him, and say to Him, 
Teacher, dost Thou not care that we are perishing? " The editor 
inserts his characteristic 7rpoueA06vTE,,--'11'poueA.06vTe, ~yeipav avTov 
.Xlyovn,] for Mk.'s lye{povuiv atn"OV Kal >..lyovuiv, see note on 83• 

Mt. as usual avoids the historic present. C(. Introduction, p. xx. 
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-uwuov &.1ro>..),vµ.e0a] for Mk.'s ov JJ,EAEL fTOt OT£ &.1roAAvJJ,E0a; uwuov 
is a conventional substitute for the half reproachful ov µ.i>..EL uoi; 
cf. Introduction, p. xxxiii. 

26. And He saith to them, Why are ye cowardly, 0 ye of little M 
faith ? Then He arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea,· and 
there was a great calm.] Mk. has: "And He rose up, and rebuked 
the wind, and said to the sea, Be silent, be muzzled. And the 
wind eeased, and there was a great calm. And He said to them, 
Why are ye cowardly? have ye not yet faith?" The editor trans
poses Mk 39• 40 in order to bring the answer of Christ in close 
juxtaposition to the appeal of the disciples. He modifies the 
severity of the. rebuke by substituting o>..iyo1ruT-roi for 0V1rw lxe-rE 
1r{unv. For other instances, cf. Introduction, p. xxxiii. o>..iyo1riu-ros 
addressed to the disciples does not occur in Mk., but in Mt. here 
and 630 1431 168, in Lk. only 12 28• Here the object of 1r{u-ris 
seems to be the power of Christ, for He was with them, and that 
should have kept them from fear of danger: or perhaps more gener
ally the providence of God.--ro-re] see Intro. lxxxv.--roi:s &.viµ.ois] 
Mk. has the singular. It is characteristic of Mt. to prefer plurals. 
Cf. his frequent 15x>..ot for Mk.'s 15x>..o,; /1.Ua and 1rETpw8,,,, 1J5, 
for Mk.'s /1.Uo and 1re-rpw8e,; µ.vur~pia, 1311, for Mk.'s µ.vu-r~pwv; 
and &.pyvpia, 2615, for Mk.'s &.pyvpwv.-Kal rfi 0a>..&uu17J Mk. has: 
Kal El1rev -rfi 0a>..&ufT?7 liw1ra 1rEcp{µ.wuo. The editor perhaps wished 
to avoid Mk.'s strong imperatives, and he elsewhere avoids the 
oratio recta; cf. v.18 lKlAwuev &.1re>..0e'i:v = Mk v.35 >..tyei-8d>..0wµ.EV. 

27. And men marvelled, saying,· What manner of man is this, M 
that even the winds and the sea obey Him ?] Mk. has : "And they 
feared greatly, and were saying to one another, Who then is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey Him?" The subject of the 
sentence in Mk. must be inferred to be the disciples from Mk vv.84 

and 36• In the whole of the succeeding section Mk. speaks 
ambiguously of "they" and "them.'' Mt. has introduced "the 
disciples" in v.23• o! /1.v0pw1roi might mean "men.'' It generally 
has this meaning in the first Gospel; cf. 518 1613 and 24 times. 
If so, the verse would mean that "men (hearing of the miracle) 
marvelled," cf. 98• This is more probable than that the editor 
should refer to the disciples as "o! /1.v0pw1roi." Feeling that 
Mk.'s "and they feared greatly" refers to the disciples, he sub
stitutes " marvelled " to soften the expression, and then to remove 
all reference to the disciples inserts o! /1.v0pw1roi as subject to• the 
sentence. Cf. 98, where he inserts o! ox>..oi to remove all possible 
reference to the disciples. 

23-27. There are some small points of agreement between Mt. 
and Lk. as against Mk. Both report the embarkation. Mt. iµ.f3dvn 
av-rtii El, 7rAOtOV 'YfKOAov0,,,uav av-rf oi µ.a0,,,ral avrov; Lk. avro<; ivi/3TJ 
ds 1rAotol' Kal o! µ.a0TJral a~rov. But since both editors have broken 



'84 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW [VIII. 27-28. 

Mk.'s connection, it is necessary for them to say that Christ entered 
into, rather than that He was in, a boat. lµ,(3a{vav is the common 
synoptic word for embarkation, and in other respects the two 
clauses could hardly agree less. Both agree almost verbatim in 
the words 1rpocrd1.86vw; ~yf:ipav (Lk. 8i,ryf:ipav) avT6V '11.lyovTf:t;;. 
The main point here is the agreement in the insertion of 1rpocrf:>..-
86vn,;;. Both agree in Wavµ,acrav (Mt 21, Lk 25) and in the plural 
11.vf:µ,oi. Lastly, both agree in omitting Mk 360, in paraphrasing 37h, 

in omitting all or part of 383, in omitting or paraphrasing ov µ,l>..f:i 
croi in 88\ in omitting the direct command in 39, in modifying the 
rebuke in 40• It does not, however, seem necessary to suppose 
that they had another written source besides Mk. These agree
ments are probably in part independent changes, and in part 
may be due to reminiscence of Mt. by Lk. and to assimilation in 
process of transmission. 

M 28. And wizen He lzad come to the other side, to tlze country of 
the Gadarenes, there met Him two demoniacs coming forth from the 
tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no one could pass by that way.] In 
these words Mt. paraphrases and abbreviates Mk 51·5• The two 
most striking changes introduced are the "two" and Gadara for 
Gerasa. In view of the brevity of Mt. as compared with Mk. in 
this section and the following, apd to a less extent in the preceding 
one, it seems not improbable that when the editor came to Mk 1 45 

and was proposing to pass on to Mk 435-520, he did not unroll Mk.'s 
Gospel to these verses, but summarised them from memory, per
haps purposely shortening them. If that was the course adopted, 
8vo may be a slip of the memory; but it should be borne in mind 
that, having omitted a previous history of a demoniac, he may 
purposely have duplicated here by way of compensation. Cf. 2030, 

where he has two blind men and Mk. has one, with the fact that 
he had previously omitted a history of a blind man, Mk 822•26• 

The change of Gadara for Gerasa is probably intentional. The 
best known Gerasa lay 30 miles to the south-east of the lake. 
Mk.'s Gerasa is therefore a geographical crux, and has been 
corrected into Gadara by A C II l cl> S3, and into Gergesa by 
N°" L U ~ S1, in that Gospel. Mt. seems to have felt the diffi
culty, and to have substituted Gadara. This city lay 6 miles south
east of the lake, and the miracle might be supposed to have taken 
place within its district (xwpa). He does not say, as does Mk., that 
the- demoniacs met Christ immediately on His landing, but seems 
to imply that Christ had come into the district of Gadara when 
the meeting took place. The herd of swine by the lake was "far 
from them," v. 30, when the demons entered into them. That is to 
say, Christ had left the lake "far" behind Him. 

8aiµ,ovi(6µ,f:voi] Mk. has l1.v8pw1ro,;; lv 7rVf:VP,aT£ dKa8&.pTw; cf. 
the change in 920 of a.lµ,oppoovcra. for oicra. lv Mcru a.iµ,a.n,,. • 
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29. And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with M 
Thee, Thou Son of God 7 art Thou come here before tlze time to 
torment us ?] Mk. has : "And seeing Jesus from afar, he ran 
and worshipped Him. And cried with a loud voice, and saith, 
What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I adjure Thee by God, do not torment me." 

For Kal l8ov, see Introduction, p. lxxxv. 
vtE rov 0iov] We may suppose that the fame of Christ's miracles 

had preceded Him, cf. 424• The demoniacs, seeing Him approach
ing, guessed Him to be the great healer. They address Him as 
"Son of God," meaning no more than one who was endowed with 
divine power, or possibly using it as equivalent to Messiah. Cf. 
Dalm. Words, 2 7 4 ff.-,8auav{uai] The word carries us into the 
atmosphere of the then current belief about demons, their activity 
and their destiny. See the art. "Demon" in DB. It was be
lieved that evil d€mons could enter into human beings and. 
dominate their personality. They could also be expelled by 
magic. Josephus speaks of one Eleazar whom he had seen curing 
demoniacs by holding a magical ring to the nose of the patient. 
He then drew the demon out through his nostrils (Ant. viii. 46, 47). 
The demons have power to afflict mankind until the day of judg
ment, when they will be punished, Enoch 15-16. Cf. Weber,Jiid. 
Theo!. 254 ff.; Bousset, Rel. Jiid. 331 ff. The demons who have 
taken possession of the two men here spoken of see coming one 
whose fame as an exorcist had preceded His arrival. They beg 
Him not to anticipate for them the' destined torments of hell by 
casting them out homeless into the wilderness. Mt. here omits 
Mk vv.8•10, which are not necessary to the story, and contain a 
question : " What is thy name?" ascribed to Christ. Cf. the 
omission of such questions from the parallels to Mk 5s0 6S8 819-20. 2s 

912. 10. 21. ss 10s 1414; and see Introduction, p. xxxii. 
30. And there was far from them a herd of many swine feeding.] M 

Mk. has : " And there was there at the mountain a great herd of 
swine feeding." For p.aKpavchr' al,rwv, see note on v.28, and cf. Mk v.6. 

31. And the demons were beseeching Him, saying, If Thou cast M 
us out, send us into the herd of swine.] Mk. has : "And they were 
beseeching Him (11'apm£>..ovv, AD al latt Syrr), saying, Send us 
into the swine, that we may enter into them."-ot UJ For Mk.'s 
Ka{, cf. Introduction, p. xx. The editor omits Mk.'s tautologous 
iva £ls avrotis £luD..0wp.iv; cf. Introduction, p. xxiv. 

32. And He said to them, Go. And they went out, and went away :m: 
into the swine: and, behold, all the herd ran down the declivity into 
the sea, and perished in the waters.] Mk. has: "And He suffered 
them. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the 
swine. And the herd ran down the declivity into the sea, and 
were choked in the sea.''-o, 8~ l!£Movns] For Mk.'s J<a1. 
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eeE>..06vm, cf. Introduction, p. XX.-Kal ioov] see on 2 1• For the 
omission of Mt.'s w, oia-xD\.wi, cf. Introduction, p. xxiv.-ev Tote; 
voaa-iv] Mt. avoids the repeated 0rJ.>..aa-a-a of Mk. See note on 816• 

M 33. And the herdsmen fled, and went away into the city, and 
reported all things, and the (affairs) of the demoniacs.] Mk. has: 
"And the herdsmen fled, and reported into the city and into 
the country."-oi OE1 For Mk.'s Ka{ as usual, see Introduction, 
p. xx.-d. T~V 11'0.Atv J Mk. adds Kal d., TOU', aypov<,. Mk. uses 
ayp6'> here and in 636• 56 in the sense of "farm" or "hamlet.'' Mt. 
avoids it in this sense. 

M 84. And, behold, all the city went out to meet Jesus. And when 
they saw Him, they besought (Him) that He would depart from their 
frontie1·s.] With these words Mt. abbreviates Mk vv.140·17.-7rapE· 

KttA.Euav] For Mk.'s -ijptaVTo 1rapaKaA.liv, cf. Introduction, p. xxi. 
d., il,raVT'YJO"W T4l 'l7Juov] For the construction, see Moulton, 

p. 14, n. 3. 
Mk. has here three verses which Mt. omits. 

28. ra.6a.p?J11WII] So B al S1 ; repalT1JIIWII, latt; rep-yeU?]IIWII, tot C al; 
ra.ta.p,,,11w11, tot*. 

28-34. Mt. and Lk. have a few points of agreement against 
Mk. in the following : 

Oatp.ov(6p.Evot, Mt 28 = oaip.6via, Lk 27• 

oa{p.ovE'>, Mt 30 ; cf. Oaip.6via, Lk 33• 

oJ, Mt 32, Lk 33, for Ka{, Mk 13• 

oJ, Mt 83, Lk 34, for Ka{, Mk 14• 

ee;j>..0Ev, Mt 84 = UijMov, Lk 35, for ~>..Oov, Mk 14• 
IX. 1-8. The healing of a paralytic, from Mk 21•12• 

1. And He embarked into a boat, and crossed over, and came to 
M His own dty.] Mk 521" has : "And when Jesus had crossed over. 

in the boat again to the other side." The editor now wishes to 
return to Mk 21, which begins : " And He entered again into 
Capharnaum after some days, and it was reported that He is at 
home. And there were gathered together many, so that there 
was no longer room for them; no, not even about the door (R.V.): 
and He was speaking to them the Word." The editor omits, as 
usual, the thronging of the multitude, cf. Introduction, p. xviii, 
and substitutes for d., Kacf,apvaovp. the words de; T~v iUav 1r6Aiv. 
He has already (413) made it clear that Christ's headquarters were 
at Caphamaum. For the omission of Mk.'s lv otK<e, see on 1515• 

He now inserts Mk 2 3·12, and thus completes his second series 
of miracles over forces natural (823•27), supernatural (828•34 ), and 
spiritual (forgiveness of sin, 91•8). He then adds Mk 2 13•22 simply 
because it is closely connected in Mk. with the preceding section, 
and in spite of the fact that it interrupts his series of illustrations 
of Christ's healings. 
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2. And, behold, they were bringing to Him a paralytic lying on M 
a bed. And Jesus, seeing their faz"th, said to the paralytic, Be of 
good courage ; Son, thy sins are forgiven thee.] Mk. has : " And 
they come, bringing to Him a paralytic borne of four. And not 
being able to bring him to Him on account of the crowd, they 
unroofed the house where He was. And digging a hole, they let 
down the pallet upon which the paralytic lay. And Jesus, seeing 
their faith, saith to the paralytic, Son, thy sins are forgiven thee."
Kal 18ov] See on 21.-1rpocdcpepov J See on 816 ; and for the past 
tense for Mk.'s historic present, cf. Introduction, p. xx.-l1rl 
KA.{Y1J, /3e/3A7Jp,ivov] In these words the editor s-qmmarises 
Mk sb-4, thus avoiding the emphasis on the multitude; cf. 
Introduction, p. xviii. For /3e/3A1Jp,lvov, cf. 86• Here, as in 815, 

it takes the place of Mk.'s KaTiKeiTo. For KA{V1J, Mk. has the 
vernacular and dialectic Kpa.f3{3aTo,.-0a.prm] inserted by the 
editor, as in 922.-1r{crnv] as in 810, the quality of assurance, 
trust, confidence in the power of Christ to heal the patient.
uov al dp,apT{ai] See on v.6• 

8 .. And, behold, certain of the scribes safd within themselves, This M 
man blasphemes.] Mk. has: "And there were certain of the 
scribes there sitting, and reasoning in their hearts. Why doth 
this man so speak? He blasphemes.''-Kal 18ov] See on 1 20.-

lv fovTo'i:,] for Mk.'s lv Ta'i:, Kap8{ai, avTwv refers to inward 
reasoning, not to outward expression. Mk. adds : " Who can 
forgive sins save one, God?" 

4. And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, Why do you think M 
evil things in your hearts 1] Mk. has : " And straightway Jesus, 
perceiving in His Spirit that they so reason within themselves, saith 
to them, Why do you reason these things in your hearts?" Mt. 
omits Mk.'s T<t> 1rVe-6p,an avTov. Cf. the similar omission from 
Mk 812 ; and see Introduction, p. xxxi. 

5. For which is easier, to say, Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, 
Arise, and walk 7] Mk. has : "Which is easier, to say to the 
paralytic, Thy sins are forgiven, or to say, Arise, and take up thy 
bed and walk?" Mt. omits T4i 1rapaAvnK<i3 after the first e11re'i:v, 
and Kal if.pov Tov Kpaf3paTTOV uov after l-yelpov. EVK01ro, is a late 
and uncommon word. It occurs in Ecclus 2215, 1 Mac is; 
evK01r[a, 2 Mac 2 25.-uov al &.µ,apT{ai] This order occurs in 
Mk 2 5• 9 1447, and parallels in Mt., also in Mk 652 719 1037 148 

1519, Mt 2 2 516 64 724. 20 9. 9o 12rn. 50 1715 etc. 
6. But that you may know that the Son of Man upon earth M 

hath authority to forgive sins, then He saith to the paralytic, 
Arise, take up thy bed, and go to thy house.] Mk. has : "But that 
ye may know that the Son of Man hath authority upon earth to 
forgive sins, He saith to the paralytic, Take up thy pallet, and go 
to thy house." For the parenthetical clause breaking the construe-
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tion as suggesting dependence of one Gospel upon another, cf. 
Hor. Syn. p. 42, and Mk 1 16 = Mt 418, Mk 528 = Mt 921, Mk 142 

= Mt 265, Mk 1510 = Mt 2718• The construction of l1rL r~• ri• is 
ambiguous. In Mk. it occurs as here before, tl<f,dvai ap,apr{a, 
(so ~ C D al latt S3, but B <I> place it afterward). The ambiguity 
is therefore due to Mk. The somewhat emphatic position of l1rl 
~. yi], seems intended to give implicit expression to the under
lying contrast in heaven. In heaven, .God alone can forgive sins, 
but on earth the Son of Man has authority (delegated to Him by 
God) to do so. For "Son of Man," see Introduction, p. lxxi. It 
is, of course, possible that in the Aramaic phrase originally used here 
by Christ, "Son of Man" meant (in this passage, not necessarily 
elsewhere) "man"-" That you may know that men share with 
God His divine prerogative of forgiving sins." But if Mk. had 
thus mistranslated the original Aramaic 1 by b vl~. rov tlv8pw1rov 
instead of ol /J.v8pw1roi, it .is hardly possible that Mt. would not 
have corrected him. He therefore probably understood the 
phrase in Mk v.10 as referring to Chdst. The Son of Man has 
received from God the power of exercising a function otherwise 
restricted to God alone. Cf. Dalm. Words, 261. 

KA{v71 for Mk.'s Kpaf3arros, as in v.2• For r6n: in Mt., see on. 
2 7.-uov r~v KMv71v] See on v. 5• 

M 7. And he arose, and went away to his house.] Mk. has: "And 
he arose, and straightway took up the pallet, and went out before all." 
Mt. omits the taking of the bed, as in v.5• Mk. has it three times. 

M 8. And the multitudes, seeing (it), feared and glorified God, who 
had given such power to men.] Mk. has : "So that all were amazed, 
and glorified God, saying that we never saw anything like it." Mt. 
makes it clear that the 'l!'avrai, of Mk. means the multitude.
l<f,o/3~871uav] Mk. has the strong word l${urao-8ai. Mt. once ( r 2 23) 

uses this in reference to the effect produced by the healing of a 
blind and dumb demoniac, where its use· is probably due to Mk 
321• He twice omits verses of Mk. which have it (Mk 542 651 ). 

Here he substitutes "fear" as being more appropriate to the 
forgiveness of sin than "astonishment." But Mk., no doubt, has 
chiefly in mind the effect produced by the miracle of healing, 
rather than by the exercise of forgiveness. 

rots tlv8pw1rois] Christ, tbe "Son of Man," was also man. If 
He had the power to forgive sins, then this power can be said to 
have been given to mankind as represented by Him. It is, 
therefore, pedantic to see in rots tlv8pw1ro1, a proof that the editor 
regarded o v1o, rov &.v8pw1rov as equivalent to "mankind.'' 

1-8. There are several small points of agreement between Mt. 
and Lk. against Mk. Both have a different introductory verse to 

1 For Mk as resting on an Aramaic basis, see Expository Times, xiii. 328 ff., 
and, more recently, Wellhausen's Com1!fentary. 
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that given by Mk. Mt 91 is due to his alteration of Mk.'s order, 
and his omission of Mk 2 is in harmony with his omissions else
where, e.g. of Mk I

33
• 45 2 13 39• 20• 32• He does not, like Mk., 

emphasise the pressure of the multitudes. But there seems no 
reason why Lk. should omit Mk.'s reference to Capharnaum and 
introduce the incident in such ambiguous terms. Both have Kal 
i8ov and KAlv'YJ or KAiv{8wv, Lk 19• 24 for Kpaf3aJTO'i/, Both omit 'l'W 
-rrapaAVTLK<Ij and Kal apov T6V Kpa/3anov <TOV from Mk 9• Both insert 
&mJA0£v ds TOv oiKov <Tov in Mk 12• Both have an expression of 
"fear" in the parallels to Mk 12• Lk. also has several details 
peculiar to himself. 

Many commentators, therefore, think it necessary to suppose 
that Mt. and Lk. had before them a second documentary source 
which would account for these agreements, and in particular for 
Lk 17". But it is questionable whether the facts are sufficient to 
warrant the conclusion. KAtvYJ, e.g., and the omissions from Mk 9 

may well be independent alterations. &1r~>..0£v £ii; TOv oiKov a~ov 
may be due to independent inference from Mk 11 V7ray£ d, TOv 
o!Kov uov, whilst the insertion of "fear " at the end, and all these 
agreements, may be due to reminiscence of Mt. by Lk. It seems 
better to leave them unexplained than to build upon them the 
theory of a second source, which, whilst it affords an explanation of 
these details, introduces other difficulties. 

9. The calling of Matthew from Mk 2 18• 14• 

9. And Jesus passing thence, saw a man sitting at the place o/M. 
toll, called Matthew, and saith to him, Follow Me. And he arose, 
and followed Him.] Mk. has here : "And He went out again by 
the sea. And all the multitude was coming to Him, and He taught 
them.'' Capharnaum lay on the lake side, and the customs house 
was probably on the outskirts of the town. But Mt. in this section 
is not concerned with the teaching of the multitude, and omits. 
Mk. continues: "And passing by He saw Levi, the son of Alph::eus, 
sitting at the place of toll; and He saith to him, Follow Me; and 
he arose, and followed Him." Mt. inserts £K£'i.0w. See on 421• 

In substituting "Matthew" for "Levi, son of Alph::eus," he pre-· 
sumably follows tradition, which identified the Apostle Matthew, 
cf. 103, with Levi the toll-gatherer. Ma00a'ioc; represents the Hebrew 
1no shortened from n1)no or n1nno. A similar name ~no occurs 
in a Palmyrene Inscription. Cf. Dalm. Gram. p. 178; Encycl. 
Bib. art. "Matthew." The customs at Capharnaum were levied 
for Herod Antipas; cf. Schurer, I. ii. 67 f. For avauTas as an 
Aramaic or Hebrew idiom, cf. Dalm. Words, 23 f., 36. 

10. And it came to pass, as He was sitting in the house, that, M. 
behold, many toll-gatherers and outcasts came and sat with Jesus and 
His disciples.] Mk. has : " And it cometh to pass that he sat in 
his house, and many toll-gatherers and outcasts sat," etc. Mt. 
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avoids as usual the historic present ylv£mi. In Mk. the ai'iT6v is 
ambiguous. It might refer to Jesus, but more probably signifies 
Levi. However, the connection, "he arose, and followed Him. 
And it cometh to pass that he sat in his house," is a harsh one. 
Mt. seems to have understood the house to be that of Jesus, and 
attempts to make this clear by altering the construction into the 
Septuagintal Hebraic: "And it came to pass as He (=Jesus) was 
sitting in the house (=at home) and (=that)," etc. For Kal. 
lyw£To-Ka{, cf. Blass, p. 262. It seems improbable that Mt., who 
in 413 has spoken of Christ as settling at Capharnaum, and in 91 

has referred to it as " His own city," can mean by the simple b, Tf, 
olK{'l- any other than Christ's own house. By ap.apTw>-..o{ are no 
doubt meant people who were regarded with suspicion by the 
orthodox Jews because their lives were immoral, or because, like 
the toll-gatherers, they practised a trade which was looked upon 
with disfavour. At the end Mk. has "for they were many, and 
they followed Him." Mt. omits this as tautologous. 

M 11. And the Pharisees seeing it, said to His disciples, Why 
does your Teacher eat with toll-gatherers and sinners 7] Mk. has : 
" And the scribes of the Pharisees seeing that He eats with toll
gatherers and sinners, said to His disciples, (Why is it) that He 
eats with toll-gatherers and sinners?" Mt. avoids the iteration of 
the phrase ecr0{£i JJ,£Tct. Twv ap.apTw>-..wv Kal. Tt:Awvwv; cf. Introduction, 
p. xxiv. Sia. ,r{ seems to be a grammatical correction of Mk.'s on 
= "why.'' Cf. Mk 911, Mt. T{; 928, Mt. Sia. Tl. We need not suppose 
that the Pharisees (Mk. the scribes of the Pharisees) were guests 
at the meal. They were acquainted with the fact that Christ had 
sat at table with outcasts, and took an early opportunity of remon-

. strating with the disciples. 
M 12. And He hearing, said, The strong have no need of a physician, 

but they who are in evil plight.] Mk. has: "And Jesus hearing, 
saith to them th;i.t," etc.-on] recitative, is characteristic of Mk. 
Mt. generally omits; cf. Introduction, p. xix f. 

L 13. But go and learn what i's (i.e. what the meaning is of the 
words), Mercy I desire, and not sacrifice.'' 

These words are not found in Mk. The quotation with a 
different introduction is also inserted by Mt. ( 12 7) after Mk 2 26• 

It is, therefore, probable that the words represent a traditional 
detached utterance of Christ inserted twice by the editor in what 
seemed to be suitable connections. Here they emphasise the 
different attitude of Christ and of the Pharisees to religion. They 
laid stress on obedience to the law and to its sacrifices. He 
emphasises the moral aspect of the Old Testament revelation. 
The quotation comes from Hos 66, and is in the words of the 
Hebrew and LXX (A Q); for Kal. ov B has~-

M 13. For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.] Mk. has : 
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"I came not to call the righteous, but sinners. "-~A0ov] cf. on 
517, has behind it the conception of the divine mission.-ov yap 
~Mov KaA.EfJ-aL OtKatovs a>..11.' aµ,apTw/\.ovs] Had Christ, then, no 
message for the OtKat0v,? Not as such. The word implies 
righteousness obtained by obedience to the law. Only when the 
UKatot, as in the case of S. Paul, realised their essential un
righteousness, and ceased to strive after righteousness as a condi
tion to be produced along the lines of orthodox Jewish teaching, 
could they need or appreciate Christ's call to repentance ; cf. Gal 
i7 (evpl0TJp.Ev Kal avTol aµ,apTWAO{). . 

10-13. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: 
ol cpaptcra'i:ot, Mt 11, Lk30. 

Ota Tl, Mk 11, Lk 3o j on, Mk 16. 

eT7rev, Mt 12, Lk 81 ; 11.lyet, Mk 17• 

13. aµ,apTwXovs] Add, Els µmivo,av, C E al S1 c g1 2• Omit, !It B D al. 
The words have probably been added by Lk 532 to Mk. in order to explain 
why the alKa101 were not called. From Lk. they have crept into the 
authorities for Mt. and Mk., partly in order to assimilate the Gospels to 
each other, partly because the same motive that influenced Lk. probably 
still affected the later translators and copyists. 

14. Then come to Him the di'saples of John, saying, Why do we M 
and the. Pharisees fast often, but Thy disciples do not fast 7] Mk. 
has : " And the disciples of John, and the Pharisees were fasting 
(i.e. were performing one of the stated fasts), and they come and 
say to Him, Why do the disciples of John and the disciples of the 
J'harisees fast, but Thy disciples do. not fast?" The iteration of 
words and phrases here is characteristic of Mk. Mt. avoids by 
omitting clause a, inserting o, p.a0TJTal 'Iwtfvov as the subject of 
7rpocrlpxovTat, and substituting ~µ,lis for these words in the next 
clause, with ol if.>apicra'i:ot for ol µ,a0TJTal Twv if.>ap. He substitutes for 
Mk.'s ZpxoVTal his favourite compound (see on 43), but, against his 
custom, retains the historic present. For fasting among the Jews, 
see Schurer, n. ii. 118 ff.; Bousset, Re!. Jud. 157 f. 

15. And Jesus said to them, Can the sons of the bride-chamber M 
mourn so long as the bridegroom i's with them ? But the days will 
come when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall 
they fast].-vfol Toil vvµ,cpwvo,] Hebrew il!ln '):!, Aramaic 11tm '):i. 
The guests at a wedding, in particular, the friends of the bride
groom.-7rev0e'i:v] Mk. has VTJCTTEVEtv. 11'EV0e'i:v is probably due to a 
desire to avoid iteration of the same word.-l.cp' ocrov] for Mk.'s 
l.v ~. to compensate for the omission of ocrov xpovov in the next 
cla~se of Mt. The ocrov is necessary to suggest that amongst the 
Jews the wedding festivities might last for some days.-µ,eT' avnov 
icrTlv b vvµ,cplos] We should expect some such phrase as "whilst 
the festivities last." Christ singles out the bridegroom as essential 
to His application of the analogy ; His disciples cannot fast in His 



92 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW [IX. Its, 16. 

company any more than the guests and friends of a bridegroom 
during the wedding festivities. Mt. omits here Mk.'s tautologous 
"so long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast." 
Cf. Introduction, p. xxiv.-lAEvcronm Se riJLlpai, K.T.A.] After His 
departure from them they will fast. The words need not be under
stood as a prophecy, nor as a command, but may be a way of 
saying "they cannot fast now, but there will be time and cause for 
such expressions of mourning then.''-v17crTEvcrovcriv] Mk. adds 
the tautologous lv lKdV(J rii riµlp<f, For Mt.'s omission, cf. Intro
duction, p. xxiv. 

14. To:1.M] Om. II(* B. II( b vel a* 'll'VK11&, S1 "eagerly," as in Lk. The 
omission in !It B may be due to desire for absolute antithesis between fasting and 
not fasting, and to assimilation to Mk. Mt. either found the word, which is 
very characteristic of Mk., in his copy of that Gr,spel, or added it to weaken the 
impression that Christ condemned fasting absolutely. 

:m: 16. But no one places a patch from an undressed piece of cloth 
upon an old coat, for such a patch drags away from the coat, and a 
worse rent is made.] Mt. inserts Si, thus connecting what follows 
with the· foregoing incident, and substitutes lm{3ail.Ei for Mk.'s 
otherwise unknown bnp&.1rTn.-p&.Koi;] = rags. Artemidorus, 2 7, 
uses it of strips of cloth wrapped round a mummy. In. Ox. Pap. 
I; cxvii. 14, p&.K17 Svo = two strips of cloth.-&:yv&.<f>ov] A word 
tlyva1rToi; = undressed, uncarded ( so new ?), occurs in Plut. 169 C, 
691 D. In the second clause Mk. has El Se /L~ a'f.pn To 1r'A~pwJLa 
a1r' aVTOV TO Katvov TOV 1raAaiov. The sentence is obscurely worded, 
and has caused difficulty to the copyists (see Swete's notes). 
1r'A~pwJLa is apparently synonymous with l1r{{3'A17JLa, and both words 
mean the patch sewn on an old garment to mend it. Wellhausen 
regards 1r>..~pwJLa as an Aramaism. He cites examples of the 
Syriac ~=to mend, and ~=a cobbler. l1r{f3'A17JLa will de
note the patch as that which let in or on to the coat; 1r'A~pwJLa 
emphasises its function as that which fills up and completes it. 
We need not ask whether 1r'A~pwJLa has a passive or active sense. 
It is used as a rough equivalent of an Aramaic noun or participle 
derived from a verb of which the primary meaning is "to fill" 
(see Armitage Robinson, Ephesians, p. 256). Mk.'s clause ap
parently means: "If he does (sew a patch of undressed cloth on an 
old coat), the patch drags away from it (by its weight, and because 
it shrinks), (I mean) the new (patch drags away) from the old 
(coat)." Mt., like the copyists in Mk., attempts to relieve the 
awkwardness of the words, "For (in such a case) its (his?) patch 
drags away from the coat," and omits the rather obscurely expressed 
explanation, To Kaivov Tov 1raAaiov. The connection of this verse 
with the preceding is obscure. Mk. has no connecting particle. 
He may be compiling detached sayings round a convenient 
incident. The strife about fasting. suggests the contrast between 
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new and old, between the old systems of the Pharisees and of 
John and the new system of Christ. But Mt., who connects by 
oi, understood v.16 as the continuation of the foregoing. Christ 
had justified the abstention of His disciples from fasting in v.15• 

He now explains why He did not graft His teaching on to the old 
and outworn Pharisaic system of religion; why, in other words, He 
did not reinforce the whole system of religious observances as 
taught by the orthodox Jews. He does not emphasise the effect 
which would be produced on His own teaching. That is suggested 
by the next verse. Here He lays stress on the disastrous effects 
which His teaching would produce on Judaism. As the, new patch 
makes a worse rent in an outworn coat, so His teaching would 
weaken rather than heal weak points in the religious system of 
Judaism. A system to which fasting and the like was essential, 
was outworn. That is why He introduced a conception of religion 
in which fasting was perhaps an expedient, but not a vitally 
essential element. 

17. Nor do they put new w£ne £nto old skins. Otherwise the M 
skins are burst, and the wz"ne £s poured out, and the skins are 
destroyed. But they put new w£ne £nto fresh skz"ns, and both are 
preserved. ]-ovOE ,Bd.\.\ova-tv J for Mk.'s Kal. ovod, ,B&.>...>..n.-MyvvVTat 
ol d<TKol] Mk. has p~[Et ;, otvo, -rov, da-Kov,.-Kat ;, olvo, iyxE'i:-rat Kat 
ol do-Kol d1ro.\AvJ1-rat] Mk. has Kat;, oTvo, &1r6.>...>..v-rai Kat ol do-Ko{. We 
should expect Mt. to omit the second and redundant ;, oTvo,. But 
he retains it, and furnishes it with an appropriate verb.-,B&.>...>..owtv] 
Mk., in his abrupt manner, has no verb. Mt. inserts to make the 
Greek smooth, and adds Kat &pcp6T£poi <TVV'T'f/povv-rai to describe the 
effect of this better course of action. 

The verse carries on the thought of the preceding, but from a 
new point of view. To graft Christianity on to Judaism would not 
only increase the rents in the latter, and ultimately destroy its 
forms and ordinances ; it would also be disastrous for Christianity 
itself, which, confined in the forms of Judaism, would burst them 
asunder and be dissipated like wine poured on the ground. Forms 
such as fasting could not hold the wine of the new Christian spirit. 
The last clause, "and both are preserved/' can only give expression 
to the thought that if Christianity be allowed to develop in
dependently of Jewish modes, both Christianity and Judaism are 
preserved. But the thought of the preservation and continuance 
of Jewish modes of religion is foreign to the context. The clause 
is doubtless due to the editor, who is thinking rather of completing 
the literary parallelism than of the meaning underlying the words 
which he records. 

16-17. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: 
l1ri/3&.>...>..n, Mt 16, Lk sa; lmpa1TTn, Mk 21• 

d OE p.~E, Mt 11, Lk s1; €l OE µ.IJ, Mk 22• 
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lKxe'imi, Mt 17 ; lKxv01<reTai, Lk 87• Mk. has no correspond-
ing verb. 

{3aAAOV<TLV, Mt 17 j f3>..rrrlov, Lk 88• 

(3) Three miracles of restoration, 91s.34. 
18. The editor now, as before (see on 818), postpones 

Mk 2 28-484• He has already inserted 435_52°. This brings him 
therefore to Mk 521-43, which contains two miracles, one set within 
the other. The editor probably counted this as one incident rather 
than as two miracles. He then adds two miracles from other 
sources, and thus completes a third series of three miracles illus• 
trating Christ's power to restore life, sight, and speech. Sir John 
Hawkins' Hone Synoptii:i:e, p. 134, reckons ten miracles in 81-934

, 

and quotes Pirke A both 55 and 8 "Ten miracles were wrought 
for our fathers in Egypt and ten by the sea ..•. Ten miracles 
were wrought in the sanctuary." But ten is not by any means a 
number exclusively used of miracles or wonders in Jewish literature; 
cf. Ab 51 ten utterances at creation; 52 ten generations from 

· Adam to Noah; 53 ten generations from Noah to Abraham; 54 

ten temptations of Abraham; 56 ten temptations of God; 58 ten 
things created on the eve of the Sabbath; ten days of repentance, 
B. Rosh ha Sh 18"; ten things through which the world was 
created, B. Chagiga 12"; ten praise Psalms of David, B. Rosh ha 
Sh 32a; ten words at creation, ib. ; ten things incompatible with 
study, B. Horayoth 13b; ten times Israel is called a bride, 
Midrash Shir, p. 123 (Wiinsche); ten journeys of Shechinah, 
Midr. Echah . . p. 32 (Wiinsche); ten famines, Midr. Ruth, p. 12 

(Wiinsche); ten expressions of joy, Midr. Shir, p. 28 (Wiinsche); 
ten terms for prophecy, ib. p. 84. Moreover, other numbers are 
used of wonders or miracles ; cf. six wonders done by Phinehas, 
B. Sanh. 82", and six miracles at the fiery furnace, ib. 92b. In both 
these cases the same word C'O) is used as in Ab 55• 8• It is true that 
as a matter of fact there are ten miracles in 81-934, but 918•26 con• 
tains a miracle within another, and may be counted as one. And 
the fact that there are two previous·series of three miracles, suggests 
that the editor reckoned this last series as three, not four. For 
the frequent use of three in this Gospel, see Introduction, p. lxiv. 

M 18. Whilst He was saying these things, behold, a ruler came and 
was worshipping Him, saying that my daughter is just dead; but come, 
lay Thy hand upon her, and she shall live.] Mk. has, "And there 
cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, by name J aims; and 
seeing Him, he falls down at His feet and beseeches Him much, 
saying .that my daughter is very ill, (I pray Thee) that Thou wilt 
come and lay hands on her, that she may be saved and may live." 
~awa a&ov >..a>..ovvTo\; avTot\; l inserted by the editor to form a 
connecting link; cf. Mk 535• This section is much longer in Mk. 
than in Mt. In part, this is due to the difference of situation in 
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the two Gospels. In Mk. Jairus comes to Christ when He is by 
the lake side, and surrounded by a multitude (521). But when Mt. 
transfers the incident to 918, Christ is in a house discoursing to the 
disciples of John. Consequently he has to omit Mk vv. 30-33, 

which could not have taken place in a house. The shortening 
may also be due to the method adopted by the compiler, who, 
instead of unrolling his copy of Mk. from 2 22-520, may have 
summarised 520-43 from memory, purposely shortening (see on 82B). 

It is certainly noticeable that the sections in which Mt is con
siderably shorter than Mk., viz. Mk 435-41 51-20, 21-43, are just those 
to obtain which the editor must be supposed to have unrolled his 
copy of Mk. if he wished to see them before him.-l8ou] See on 
1 20.-a'.pxwv t:!s] Mk. has t:!,;; Twv .ipxicrvvay(i)ywv. For these titles, 
see Schurer, 11. ii. 63 ff. For t:!s=ns, see on 819• Mt. as usual 
substitutes his favourite compound for Mk.'s simple ;pxt:rni, and 
avoids the historic present. Mt. omits Mk.'s ovop,an 'Iaupos.-

, ' ~ ' ' ~ ] h d . Mk ' ' '~' 11'pocr£Kvvt:i avT<e At:ywv on t ese wor s summarise . s Kai wwv 
afrrov 71'{71'7'£! 11'p0<; TOV'S 71'08a,;; avTOV Kal 7!'apaKaA£L avTOV 71'0AAa. ;\l.ywv 
Jn. Mt. substitutes his favourite word, 'll'pocrKvvt:'i:v (see on 2 2), 

avoids as usual Mk.'s present tenses, and omits the clause of 
entreaty as in 82 = Mk 1 40.-~ 0vyaT1JP] Mk. has TO 0vyaTpwv. 
Mk. is fond of diminutives; Mt. avoids them.-a'.pn ET£A£VT1]<T£v J 
Mk. has lcrxaTws lxn, and records later on that a message came 
that the girl was dead. Mt. summarises.-d;\M] Mk. has the 
pregnant iva =" I pray thee that.''-Kal {~crt:Tm] Mk. has i'.va crw0fi 
Kal {~cro- For Mt.'s omission of 011e of two synonymous clauses, 
see Introduction, p. xxiv. 

19. And Jesus arose, and was following him, and His disciples.] M 
Mk. has " And He went with him ; and a great multitude was fol
lowing Him, and they were thronging Him.'' Mt. elsewhere omits 
the references to the pressure of the multitude. Cf. Introduction, 
p. xviii. 

20. And, behold, a woman, with an issue of blood for twelve M 
years, came behind, and touched the tassel of His cloak.] Mk. has : 
"And a woman, being with an issue of blood for twelve years, 
and having suffered much from many physicians, and having spent 
all her substance, and being not at all benefited, but rather having 
become worse, having heard about Jesus, came in the crowd behind 
and touched His cloak.''-Kat i8ov] See on 21.-afp,oppoovcra J for 
Mk.'s awkward oicra lv pvcrt:i ai'.p,aTo'>, cf. on 828• Mk. has a long 
and awkward string of participles, which Mt. omits.-7!'pocrt:Movcra J 
the editor substitutes his favourite word for Mk.'s lMovua. See 
on 43.-o71'icr0t:v] Mt. omits lv T<fl 5x;\<e, see above, on v.19.-rnv 
Kpacr7!'1.8ov] the editor adds to assimilate to 1436, where Mk. has 
it.-Kpacr7!'£8a] are the tassels attached to the corner of a garment, 
in accordance with Nu 1538, Dt 2212• See DB, art. "Fringes.'' 
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M 21. For she said to herself, If only I shall touch His cloak, I 
shall be saved.] Mk. has: "For she said that, If I shall touch but 
His garments, I shall be saved." For Mt.'s omission of 6Ti, cf. 
Introduction, p. xix.-µ,6vov] Mk. has Kav; for a similar change, 
cf. Mk 656 =Mt 1436• 

M 22. And Jesus turned and saw her, and said, Be of good courage, 
daughter, thy faith hath saved thee.J In these words the editor 
summarises Mk vv.30•34.-0&pcm] is mserted by Mt. as in 92• For 
his insertion of Kal lu,I,071 .;, yvv~ dvo njs 61pas £KE{v71s, cf. 813 1528 

1 718 and Introduction, p. xxxii.-TJ 1r{uns uov] 1r{<TTis here, as in 
810 92 = assurance, trust in the power of Christ to heal. 

M 23. And Jesus came t"nto the house of the ruler, and saw the .flute 
players and the mulHtude making a noise, and said.] Mk. has : 
"And they come into the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and 
He seeth the noise, and those who wept and bewailed much. And 
He entered in, and saith to them."-l.\0,I,v] the editor avoids, 
as usual, Mk.'s historic present; cf. Introduction, p. xx.-rnvs 
a~.\71nfs] a touch of Jewish knowledge for Mk. 's vaguer KAa{ovTas 
Kal d.\a.\alovTas. er. B. Chethuboth 46\ " Even the poorest in 
Israel will provide two flutes and a wailer.''-Tov ox.\ov] Mt. here 
retains Mk.'s sing. ; see Introduction, p. lxxxvi. 

M 24. Depart, for the girl is not dead, but is sleeping; and t/zey 
lauglzed Him to scorn.] Mk. has : "Why do you make a noise, and 
weep? The child is not dead, but is sleeping." 

M 25. And when the multitude was put out, He entered in, and 
took her hand, and the girl arose.] The editor here summarises 
Mk 40-43.-ltE/3.\~071, ~yip071] Mk. has lK{3a.\,I,v, dvi<TT71. For Mt.'s 
preference for passives, see Introduction, p; xxiii. 

E 26. And the fame of this went out into all that land.] This 
clause is inserted by the editor. His next section ends with 
similar words. 

18-26. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: 
i8ov, Mt 1s, Lk 41. 

/1.pxwv, Mt 18 = /1.pxwv T~S uvvaywy~ •• Lk 41, for Mk.'s Ers TWV 
dpxiuvvay,I,ywv. 

0vyaT7JP, Mt 18, Lk 42, for Mk.'s 0vyaTptov. 
Tov Kpau1ri8ov, Mt 20, Lk 44. 

'11"p0<FEA0ovua, Mt 20, Lk 44, for Mk.'s l.\0ovua. 
l.\0i',,v-Eis T~v oiK{av, Mt 23, Lk 51, for Mk.'s :pxoVTai Eis Tov oiKov, 
yap, Mt 24, Lk 52. 

a~nj,, Mt 25, Lk 54, for Mk.'s TOV 1rai8{ov. 
27. Mt. here inserts two miracles which illustrate Christ's 

power to quicken defective physical senses. The first of these, 
that of the two blind men, is noticeable for two reasons-(a) Mk 
records two healings of a blind man, 822-26 1046-52• Mt. omits the 
first of these, but both here and in the parallel to 1046-52 has ,two 
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blind men. The case is similar to that of the demoniacs. Mk. 
records two healings of a man £V '1rVEvp.aTL aKa0aprw, 1 23-28 51-20. 
Mt. omits the first, but in the parallel to the sec~nd has 13vo 
8aiµ.ovi{oµ.Evoi. (b) It is striking that Mt., who in 84 omits 
lµ./3piµ.7Juaµ.Evor; and the disobedience to Christ's express and 
urgent command from Mk 1 43-45, should here (vv.30-31) have 
lvE{3piµ.~ua-ro followed by just such an act of disobedience. It 
looks as though the editor, both in his insertion of v.26, cf. v.m, 
and in his record of the fact that the blind men spread Christ's 
fame, was preparing for the extension of Christ's work in the mis
sion of the Twelve, which forms the subject of the nex~ chapter. 

27. And as Jesus passed thence, two blind men followed Him, cry- E 
ing and sayz'ng, Have mercy on us, Thou Son of David. ]-lKEWEv] (see 
on 421) z:e. from the ruler's house.-7rapay6vn] cf. 2030.-Kpa.lov-rE,; 
KaL >..lyov-rEr;] cf. Mk 1047.-'EAE~UOV ~p.us Vl£ Aaf3[13] cf. Mk 1047 

vi£ Aaf3l/3 'l7Juov l>..l7Ju6v µ.£. For "Son of David" as a current 
Messianic title, see Dalm. Words, pp. 319f. 

28. And when He came z'nto the lzouse, the blz'nd men came to E 
Hz'm. And Jesus saz'th to them, Believe ye that I am able to do 
this 7 They say to Him, Yes, Lord. ]-fir; -r~v olK{av] presumably 
the house in which Christ lived at Capharnaum.-7rpou~Mov] 
Mt.'s favourite word. See on 43.-7rtu-raiE-rEJ See on 810.-KvpiE] 
See on 82.-JMovn 8£1 D a b C g1 h k have KaL lpxE-rat. 

29. Then He touched thez'r eyes, saying, According to your faith E 
be z't to you. ]-~tfta-ro] cf. 815 of the hand, 2034 of the eyes, Mk 7 33 
h ' ' , • ~ ] C Mk 52 • , , t e tongue.-Ka-ra T'YJV '1rlUTlV vµ.wv er. 10 'Y/ '1rlUTlr; uov U£UWKEV 

uE.-7r[unr;] as in 810 92, 22. 
80. And their eyes were opened; and Jesus urgently charged E 

them, saying, See, let no one know £t.]-lvE/3piµ.~ua-ro] The verb 
is used of horses snorting (.tEsch. Theb. 461), of men fretting or 
heing downcast (Luc. Nee. 20), or being angry (Dn n 30 LXX). 
It occurs twice in Mk., 143 145, where Mt. both times omits it. In 
Mt. it occurs only here. It is found twice in a different sense in 
Jn 113~- 38, followed by -r<tJ 7rVEvµ.a-ri or lv fov-r<tJ. Here, as in 
Mk 1 43, it presumably means "to command with emphasis." 1 

81. But they went out and spread abroad His fame in all tlzat E 
land.]-13ia<p'YJµ.{(Etv occurs in Mk 1 45 and again in Mt 2815. 

82-34. And when they were goz'ng out, behold, they brought to E 
Hz'm a deaf man possessed with a demon. And when the demon 
had been cast out, the deaf man spake: and the multitudes marvelled, 
sayz'ng, Never was it so seen z'n Israel. But the Pharisees said, By 
the prince of the demons He casts out demons.] A similar story is 
substituted by Mt 1222-24 for Mk 319b-21. But no mention is there 
made of the casting out of the demon, as in lK/3A'YJ0lv-ror; -rov 

1 See Abbott, Joha1111ine Votabu!ary, 181 I, "Gk. usage seems to demand 
some such rendering as 'roar.'" 

7 
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8aip,ov{ov, Mt 933• It is curious that Mt. should not have reversed 
the order. 9 32-34 would suit the discourse (Mt 1225-30) better than 
does r 2 22-24• Another curious fact is that Lk r r14-15 also substitutes 
for Mk 319-21 an incident which has greater similarity to Mt 9 32-34 

than to Mt r222-24• If, however, Mt 934 be omitted, see below, 
this agreement is much lessened. It would seem that Mt., 
wishing to find a miracle to conclude his series, has fashioned a 
short account of the healing of a deaf demoniac from phrases 
which for the most part occur again in the Gospel. avTwv 8£ 
l(Epxop,lvwv is a mere connecting link. l8ov and 7rpocr¥£yKav avT,;; 
are Mt.'s favourite words. See on 1 20 and 43• For Kw<pov 
8aip,ovit6p,evov, cf. Mk 782 and 925, both of which Mt. omits. 
£K/3cf.Unv is the word used frequently of the expulsion of demons. 
When he comes to Mk i 9h-21 the editor wishes to substitute a 
more suitable introduction to the following discourse. He 
therefore inserts 1222-24• Lk. omits Mk 319h-21, and at a later point 
in the narrative substitutes for the discourse which follows in Mk, 
another similar one from a different source which Mt. has also 
seen. As an introduction to it, Lk. inserts n 14-15, very possibly 
by reminiscence of Mt 9 32-33• 

34. Orn. S1 D a k. It may be due to assimilation to 1224= Mk J22• 

(4) Extension of His work in the mission of the Twelve, 
9 85-r r1. 9 35-38 an expansion of Mk 66h. 

35. Having finished his illustrations of Christ's teaching (5-7) 
and healing (8-984), the editor now proposes to show how this 
ministry found extension in the mission work of the Twelve. The 
fame of Jesus had gone forth into all the land of Israel ( 926-31 ), 

and men were everywhere desirous to see Him. He therefore 
sent forth the Twelve to carry on His work. In order to introduce 
his account of this sending, the editor postpones Mk 61-6a, and 
expands Mk 66h into an introduction to this mission, modelled on 
the similar introduction to his illustrations of Christ's preaching 
and healing (423-25). 

E 35. And Jesus passed about all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, and preaching the good news of the kingdom, and 
healing every sickness and every disease.] Mk. has : "And He passed 
about the villages in a circuit teaching." For TdS 7r6.\n, 7racra, Kat 
Tct.S KJp,ar;, cf. Mk 656 dr; Kwp,ar; ~ Eir; 7r6.\eir;; for lv rn'i:r; crvvaywya'i:, 
ailTwv, 423 ; for Kal K7JPVCTCTWV TO Evayyl.\wv rijs /3acri.\dar;, 423 ; 

for Kat 0epa7revwv 7ra.crav v6crov Kat 7ra.crav p,aAaK{av, 4 23• 

E 36. And when He saw the multitudes, He was moved wit!t com-
passion for them, because they were harassed and cast down as sheep 
that have not a she_pherd.]-fo7r.\ayxv{cr07J] CT1!".\ayxv{tecr0ai occurs 5 
times in Mt., 4 in Mk., 3 in Lk., in Testaments of XII. Patriarchs, 
in LXX A, Pr 175, 2 Mac 68, in Symm., 1 S 2321, and Ezk 2421• 
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-E<TKvAµlvoi] uKvAAnv in .!Esch. and the Anthol. = to "flay" or 
"mangle." In the N.T. to "annoy," "importune," Mk 535, 
Lk 76 849• In Berlin Papyri, 7 5 7. 14 ( 12 A.D. ), to " plunder" ; in 
a 4th cent. papyrus (Fayum Towns, 134. 2 ), uKvAov umvT6v = to 
"hasten" ; cf. 1ro[-riaov avrov <TKvA~vai ="make him concern 
himself," Ox. Pap. i. 123. 10. The substantive <TKvAµ.6,; means 
"vexations," Artemid. 11. xxxi.; "fatigue" of a journey, Fa)'U111 
Towns, iii.· 5; "insolence," Tebtunis Pap. 41. 7, B.c. 119; 
"violence," z"b. 48. 22, B.c. u3. Used here of the common people, 
it describes their religious condition. They were harassed, im
portuned, bewildered by those who should have taught them; 
hindered from entering into the kingdom of heaven (2318), laden 
with the burdens which the Pharisees laid upon them (234). 

lpiµ.µ.lvoi denotes men cast down and prostrate on the ground, 
whether from drunkenness, Polyb. v. 48. 2, or from mortal wounds. 
Here "mentally dejected."-wud 1rp6/3ara µ.~ ~xovra 1roiµ.lva] An 
Old Testament simile. Cf. Nu 2717, 1 K 2217, Ezk 345• The 
words are anticipated here from Mk 634• 

37, 38. Then He saith to His disciples, The harvest indeed is L 
abundant, but the labourers few; pray, therefore, the Lord of the 
harvest that He will send forth labourers into His harvest.]-TorE] 
See on 27.-11K/3a.\fl] For the weakened sense, "bring out," "send 
out," cf. 1220 1235, Mk 143• These two verses occur in Lk 102 at the 
beginning of the charge to the Seventy in identical words, except 
that Lk. has in the introductory clause "and He said to them." 

36. io-KvXµevoi] NBC D al; iKXeXvµboi, L. 

X. 1. The editor continues with Mk 67• 

And having called His twelve disciples, He gave to them authority M 
over unclean spirits, so that they should cast them out, and heal every 
sickness and every disease.] Mk. has: "And He calleth the Twelve, 
and began to send them forth two by two, and was giving them 
authority over the unclean spirits."-Kat 11'pouKaAEuaµ.EVo,;] The 
editor avoids as often Mk.'s historic present. See Introduction, 
p. XX.-Toii,; OWOEKa µ.a0-riros a&ov] Mk. has simply Toil,; OwOEKa. 
In Mt., who has previously omitted Mk J13•19a, and has not hitherto 
recorded the choice of the Twelve, the mention of the twelve 
disciples is abrupt and unprepared for. £DWKEV for Mk.'s io{oov. 
See Introduction, p. xx. The editor omits Mk.'s "and began 
to send them forth two by two"; but shows a reminiscence of it by 
arranging the Apostles in pairs. For the last clause, cf. 423 and 935• 

2. The editor thought that this would be a suitable place for 
the insertion of the names of the Apostles, Mk 316·19, which he 
had previously omitted. 

Now of the twelve apostles the names are these: Fz"rst, Simon, E 111 
who z"s called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son 
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of Zebedee, and John his brother. J Mk. has : "And He appointed 
the Twelve. And he added to Simon a name Peter, and James the 
son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James ; and He _added to 
them names,1 Boanerges, that is, sons of thunder; and Andrew." 

'TWV 8t 8J8£Ka &.1rocr-r0Awv 'Td. &v6µ.a-ra ECT'TLV -rav-ra] This is an 
editorial introduction. &.1r6crr0Aos, which occurs only here in Mt., 
is a reminiscence of Mk 314•2-1rp,7iros] The word is unexpected 
in a mere catalogue like the following. It can only mean that 
Peter was the most prominent amongst the members of the 
Apostolic band; cf. 1617•19.-l{µ.wv t, A£y6µ.£vo, I!Erpos] The 
editor simplifies Mk.'s harsh construction. On l{µ.wv, see note 
on 418• Mk. places the three chief Apostles first, and thus brings 
together the Greek names Andrew and Philip. Mt. places the 
brothers in pairs.-'Av8pfos t, &.8,Acpo, avrov] Lk. also has 'Av8plav 
TdV &.8£A<p6V av-rov. - 'IwaV'f}S t, &.8€Acp6, avrov] avoiding Mk.'s 
iteration of the name James. See on 418• For Mk.'s l1rl0'f}K£v 
aVTo'is &v6µ.ara, 1 cf. Dn r 7 LXX, Th. 

M 8. Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the toll
gatherer; James (the son) of Alphceus, and Thaddceus.] Mk. has: 
"And Philip, and Bartholomew; and Matthew and Thomas; and 
James (the son) of Alph::eus, and Thadd::eus.'' 

Bap0oAoµ.a'io,] an Aramaic name; cf. Dalm. Gram. 176.
®wµ.as] another Aramaic name=" twin"; cf. Dalm. Gram. 145.
Ma00a'io,] also Aramaic. Cf. Dalm. Gram. 178; Words, 51. The 
editor transposes Thomas and Matthew, and adds to the latter 
t, nAJv,,, in order to identify the Apostle with the Matthew of 99.

'AAcpa'i:o,] Aramaic; cf. Dalm. Gram. 179.-@a88a'io,] according 
to Dalm. Gram. r 79, Words, 50, is of Greek extraction= @ru8iis. 

8. 0aooa'ios] ~ B c IP g2
; A,(3(3a'ios, D k ; A,(3(3a'ios o i1riK\710ds 0ao

oa'ios, C2 E al. S1 has "Judas the son of James," assimilating to Lk 616• 

In Mk. 0aooa'ios is read by most authorities, including S1 ; A,(3(3a'ios by 
Dab ff2 i q. It is best to suppose that in both Gospels 0aooafos is original, 
and that A,(3(3a'ios was substituted in Western texts for reasons that can only 
he conjectured. It is possible that someone who supposed Thadd.eus to be 
connected with the Aramaic word for "breast" substituted Lebb.eus, which 
he had formed from the Hebrew word for '' heart," as a more fitting name for 
an Apostle. The Thaddreus of Mk. and Mt. may be a corruption of Judas, 
which Lk. has rightly replaced. Cf. Encycl. Bib. "Thadd£eus'." 

M 4. Simon the Canancean, and Judas Iscariot, who also delivered 
Him up.] Mk. has : "And Simon the Canarnean, and Judas 
Iscariot, who also delivered Him up." 

Kavava'i.'os] according to Lk. means "Zealot," i.e. a member of 
the fanatical sect known to us from Josephus, TVi1rs, iv. 160, v. 

1 dvhµaro. is read by~ AC Lal, 6voµo. by B D. 
2 oDs KO.L d1roo-r6\ovs wv6µao-,v, ~ B C* vid A. But this clause may be an 

interpolation in Mk from Lk 610• If so, the ~itle a1roo-r6\os in Mt. is due to 
reminiscence of l\fk 630• 
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3rn, vii. 268; cf. Schurer, r. ii. So ff. Dalman (Gram. p. 174) thinks 
that the Greek form should be Kawai:os, and this has been changed 
into Kavavai:os by assimilation to the geographical term Canaanite. 

'Ia-KaptwT17s] Mk. has 'la-Kaptw0, which Mt. has found unin
telligible, and has gnecised. 'lcrKaptw0 has been explained in many 
ways, but none of them are satisfactory. Dalman, who thinks that 
it is equival~nt to the Hebrew m•,p t:i•~, admits that it is surprising 
that this phrase should have been left untranslated. Cf. Words, 51 f. 

5. These twelve Jesus sent forth, having charged them, saying.] M 
Mk 68 has: "And He charged them." , 

The relation to Mk. of the discourse which follows may be 
shown as follows : 

Mt I05b-8. 
9-l0a 

l0b 

11-14, 

15-16, 

17-22, 

2:l_11 1. 

Mk 68-9• 

Expand 610-11, 

omit. 612-13. 

It is clear that Mk describes a sending out of the Twelve on a 
definite occasion. They go forth in pairs, Mk 67• Their activity 
brings the name of Jesus to the notice of Herod, 614• They return 
and report the result of their work, 630• To the editor of the first 
Gospel this mission of the Twelve ,during Christ's lifetime seems 
to have had little interest. He omits the statement that they went 
forth, and the notice that they returned. Further, he draws 
together here sayings that clearly refer to the work of the Apostles 
in the interval between Christ's death and His return, e.g. 11-2s. 38-so. 
His discourse seems to have in view the circumstances of the band 
of disciples after His death whilst they were still in Palestine 
expecting their Master's return; The startling feature in it is that 
Christ is represented as bidding His disciples to limit their preach
ing to the Jews (v.6), and as assuring them that they will not have 
exhausted the cities of Israel before His return (v.23). We may com
pare with this the parallel conception that Christ's return would 
immediately follow the fall of Jerusalem. It might be possible to 
harmonise these sayings with the rest of the Gospel by interpreting 
"cities of Israel," not geographically, but ethnographically = "cities 
where Israelites lived," thus including the Jews of the dispersion. 
Along these lines v.6 would mean "do not go out of your way 
to preach to non-Israelites, rather go to the dispersion of the 
Jews." But it seems more probable that the two sources Mk. and 
the Logia, which the editor of the Gospel is combining, represented 
different standpoints on this question. The compiler of the 
Jewish Christian Logia preferred to emphasise those sayings of 
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Christ's teaching which seemed to limit the preaching of the 
kingdom to the Jewish people. The Twelve were to preach in 
Palestine, 106• 23 ; but the Jews in the dispersion, and proselytes 
from the heathen, would also furnish disciples of the kingdom, 811• 

In Mk., on the other hand, emphasis is laid on a preaching to 
all nations; cf. 1310 "The good news must first be preached to 
all nations," and Mt 2819 "all nations," which probably comes 
from Mk.'s lost ending. Mt. borrows these passages, but defines 
the object of the preaching of Mk 1310 as id,. p.apropwv 1ra.criv 'TOL'> 
Wvmw. He seems to have found it possible to combine the ideas 
of a coming of Christ to usher in the end of the world immediately 
after the fall of Jerusalem, and of a previous preaching of the good 
news of the Kingdom to all nations. We may suppose that to him 
the phrase "all nations" was only a wide generalisation, and that he 
saw no difficulty in the idea that the good news could be preached 
" in all the world " within a single generation. The difficulty of 
completely harmonising 1023 with other parts of the Gospel, arises 
from the fact that the editor is borrowing from sources representing 
different points of view, which he has not found it possible to blend 
so thoroughly that no trace of the original divergence remains. 

L 5, 6. Go not away to the Gentiles, and enter not into a Samart'tan 
city; but be going rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.]
d,. o8ov] means apparently "to," " towards," "in the road that 
leads to.'' The reference is to the large Gentile population in 
Palestine. For the Hellenistic towns there, see Schurer, 11. i. 57 ff. 
For the Pharisaic view of the Samaritans as "in many respects 
on a level with the Gentiles, see Schurer, n. i. 8.--ra 1rp6/3ara Ta 
a71'oAwMraJ cf. 1524, Jer 506 == LXX 276• 

7. And as you go, preach, saying that The kingdom of the heavens 
is at hand.] Cf. 32 417• 

L 8. Heal sick people, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. 
Freely ;•e recdved, freely give.] For Ka0api(Ew, see on 82.-au0Evovv
Ta'>] cf. larpov 'TOY 0EpU11'EVCTOVTa 'TOV, au0EVOVVTa,, Ditt. Syll. 503. 16. 

M 9, 10. Acquire neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your girdles; 
nor a wallet 1 for travelling, nor two coats, nor sandals, nor a staff; 
for the labourer is worthy of his rations.] Mk. has : "That they 
should take nothing for travelling except a staff only; neither 
bread, nor a wallet, nor brass in the girdle; but being shod with 
sandals, and not to put on two coats." 

In Mk. these regulations seem intended to teach the disciples 
that they need make no preparations for their journeys. Their 
wants will be supplied. A staff is all that they will require. No 
bread need be carried, and consequently no travelling sack will 

1 Deissmann, Exp. Times, Nov. 1900, p. 62, suggests that 1t"qpo. means "a 
beggar's collecting bag," and quotes in support a Greek inscription of the 
Roman period found in Syria. 
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be needed. Nor need they take money to purchase food. The 
recommendation of sandals seems to strike a discordant note. 
How could it be of any importance whether the missioners went 
barefoot or not? The prohibition of wearing two coats seems to 
refer to the under and overcoats (see DB, art. "Dress"). It is, 
however, difficult to think that the text of Mk. is in order. The 
Greek is harsh (see Swete), and the command to wear sandals 
seems quite pointless. The command not to wear them, though 
difficult, would at least be easier, as having the same sort of 
meaning as the prohibition of two coats. In B. Berakhoth 54" 
it is said that men were forbidden to use the Temple courts as 
a thoroughfare. Consequently they went there without a staff in 
the hand, without shoes on the feet, and without money, whether 
in the girdle or in a purse. It is possible that Christ wished His 
missioners to avoid anything that would make them look like 
ordinary travellers journeying for purposes of trade or pleasure. 
In that case, the prohibition of staff and sandals would be more 
natural than the command to take them. Mt. has p,7JOE woo~p,aTa 
p,7JOe p&.f38ov. Lk. in the parallel section has P-17'£ p&.f38ov, and 
omits the reference to the sandals ; but in the next chapter, in the 
charge to the Seventy, he has p,~ frrroo~p,aTa. Both Mt. and Lk. 
seem to be rewriting Mk. in the light of a more familiar tradition of 
Christ's words, according to which staff and shoes were forbidden. 

tl.[wc; -yap b lp-ya.T'Y}<; Tijc; Tpocpijc; awov lcrnv.] Lk., in the charge 
to the Seventy ( 107), has the same words with p,icrOov for Tpocpijc;, 
and without E<TTtv; and Lk.'s form occurs in 1 Ti 518, where the 
words seem to be quoted as Scripture. 

11. And into whatsoever city or village you enter, inquire who M 
in it is worthy, and there abide until you go out.] Mk. has : 
" And He said to them, Wheresoever you enter into a house, 
there abide until you go out thence.'' Lk. in the parallel 
section has : "And into whatsoever house you enter, there abide 
and thence go out.'' But in the charge to the Seventy He has 
separate sections dealing with the entry into a house and into 
a city. It would seem, therefore, that Mt.'s 1r6.\iv ~ K6'p,1Jv is 
due to reminiscence of a traditional form of this saying which 
contained these words.-.iemfcraT£, K.7' • .\.] comes probably from 
this tradition. For EeET&.{nv, cf. 2 8• 

12, 13. And when you enter into the house, salute it. And ijL 
the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it be not 
worthy, let your peace return to you.] Mk. has no parallel words; 
but Lk., in the charge to the Seventy ( 1 o5• 6) has : "And into 
whatsoever house you enter, first say, Peace to this house. And 
if a son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon him. But if 
not, it shall return to you.'' The words differ from those in Mt. 
The two Evangelists are drawing from different sources. 
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M 14. And whosoever will not receive you, nor hear your words; 
as you go outside that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.] 
Mk. has : "And whatsoever place will not receive you, and they 
will not hear you; as you proceed thence shake off the dust which 
is under your feet for a testimony against them.;' Lk. has: "And 
whosoever will not receive you, as you go out from that city, shake 
away the dust from your feet for a testimony against them." Both 
Mt. and Lk. substitute KovwpT6s for Mk.'s xovs, and introduce the 
reference to the city. Lk. has the same features in the charge to 
the Seventy ( 1010). They are due to the use of independent 
non-Marean sources. 

L US. Ven"ly, I say to you, It shall be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom and Gomorrhah in the day of judgement than for that city.] 
Lk. has similar words in the charge to the Seventy : "I say to you, 
that for Sodom in that day it shall be more tolerable than for that 
city.'' Sodom is used in the N.T. as a typical instance of the 
execution of divine judgement; cf. n 23· 24, Lk 1012 17 29, Ro 929, 

2 P 26, Jude 7• So in Jub 3610 "On the day of turbulence, and 
execration, and indignation, and anger, with flaming devouring fire, 
as He burnt Sodom, so likewise will He burn His land and His 
city.''-~µ,lpa Kpfo·Ews.] For the omission of the article in a 
technical phrase, see Blass, p. 151. For the end of the world 
as a day of judgement, see the references in Volz, Jud. Eschat. 
p. 188; Charles, Enoch, p. 126; and cf. Ps-Sol 1512 "The sinners 
shall perish in the Lord's day of judgement for ever"; Jub 419 "until 
the day of judgement"; Secrets of Enoch 391, 2 Es 7102- 113 1234, 

L 16. Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves : 
be therefore wzse as serpents, and harmless as doves.] The first 
clause, with apvas for Trp6/3aTa, occurs in Lk 103 in the charge to 
the Seventy, and is probably to be reconstructed in the fragment 
called Fragment of a Lost Gospel, published by Grenfell and 
Hunt. It there stands immediately after fragments of a saying 
parallel to Lk u 52 = Mt 2313.-cf,poviµ,oi I.US oi ocf,Ets.J Cf. Gn 31 
0 8£ Ocpts ~V cppoVLJJ,WTO.TOS. 

It will have been noticed that in the preceding verses Mt. 
seems to have borrowed Mk 66h•11• Lk. in the parallel section 
seems also to have borrowed Mk 67·12• Mt. and Lk., in several 
striking respects, agree against Mk., e.g. 7rpoCTKo.AEa-aµ,Evos-:!.8wKEv, 
Mt 101 = CTVVKaAEa-aµ,Evos-:!.BwKEV, Lk 91 ; Kat 0Epa.7rEVELV 1riia-av VOCTOV 
Mt I = Kal v6a-ovs 8Epa1rEVELV, Lk 91• Both have µ~TE (St:) paf38ov. 
Both add "nor silver." Both add a reference to a city, ;hpx6µ,Evoi 
:t.tw~s 7r0AEWS £KElVTJS, Mt 14 = ltEpx6µ,EVOL a1ro T~S 7r0AEWS £KEll'TJS, 

Lk 95• Both have KovwpT6v for Mk.'s xovv. The case is com
plicated by the fact that Lk., in the charge to the Seventy (eh. 10), 

has verses parallel to Mt 987• 38 107• lob. 12•13• 15• ma, and also has 
parallels to Mt.'s expansions or alterations of Mk. in Mt 109 µ,~ 
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i11ro8~µ.ara, 11 7r6Aiv. These facts seem to be best accounted for 
by supposing that Mt.'s modifications of Mk. are due to the 
fact that he not infrequently substitutes for Mk.'s phrases others 
which were ·more familiar to him. He may, of course, have 
had before him in writing another account of the charge to 
the Twelve, or of words spoken to disciples with reference to 
their mission work, and it is probable that the Logia contained 
such an account. Lk., in copying Mk., has also been influenced 
by his memory of other forms of Christ's charge. Sometimes the 
phraseology which he remembers, or the second source which he 
uses, agrees with Mt.'s source. In compiling or copying the charge 
to the Seventy, the language of his source, oral or written, is often 
in agreement with the language of vers~s which Mt. has inserted 
in the charge to the Twelve. In other words, the situation is best 
explained as follows. Mt. has before him Mk.'s short ·account. 
He also has quite probably a section of the Logia containing a 
charge to the Twelve. These he combines, with quite possibly 
insertions or turns of phrase from his reminiscence of forms of the 
charge current in Church circles. Lk. has before him Mk., and 
quite possibly one or more other accounts of the charge. Amongst 
these may have been the first Gospel. He sometimes substitutes 
for Mk.'s phrases others drawn either from Mt., or from another 
source which was closely allied to Mt. in phraseology. The 
common theory that Mt. and Lk. both used (a) Mk., (b) the 
Logia, and that Lk. had also a third source, is too artificial to be 
carried through the Gospels, and does not leave enough to the 
independence of the Evangelists. 

17. The editor is reminded by the lv µ.lrrcp AvKwv which he 
has just written of a passage which occurs later in Mk.'s Gospel 
( r 39b-13). He therefore inserts it here, though it is clear that it 
does not, like the preceding sayings, refer to the Apostolic mission 
during Christ's lifetime, but to their preaching after His death. 

But beware of men: for they shall deliver you up to Sanhedrins, M 
and in their synagogues shall they scourge you.] Mk. has: "But 
take ye heed to yourselves. They shall deliver you up to San
hedrins, and in synagogues shall ye be beaten.''-7rporrlxn·E a7r6] 
cf. 715, and Blass, p. 126. Mk. has f3MrrErE 8£ vp.E'is lavrovs; cf. 
Mk 815 /3Al7rETE a11"6, where Mt. again has 7rporrlxETE arr6. Mt. 
omits f3Ai.71"ETE from Mk 1323• 33.-rrapao~rrovrri] Mt. as often 
inserts a connecting particle, here yap.-rrvvlopia] the local 
courts of justice; see Schurer, n. i. r 5 I.-Kal iv ra'is rrvvaywyats 
µ.a<TTL')'~<TOV<TLV vµ.a:, J Mk. has the harsh KUL Eis <TVvaywyos 8ap~<TE<T0E. 
For the substitution of iv for Eis, cf. 2418 = Mk 1316, and Introduc
tion, p. xxvii. 

18. And before rulers and kings shall ye be led for My sake,for M 
a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.] Mk. has : "And before 
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rulers and kings shall ye stand (fast) for My sake, for a testimony 
to them."-&x0~a-w-0£] for Mk.'s crra0~a-£a-0£ is suggested by aywa-tv 
of Mk v.U.-Kal TOL, Wv£a-tv] for Mk.'s harsh Kal El, 1ravrn Ta 
Wv'Y/, which in Mk. belongs to the following verse. The editor could 
not take over the next few words, 1rpwTOV 8it K7Jpvx0~val. TO Evayyl.,\wv, 
since they are obviously unsuited to this charge to the Twelve. 
He should therefore have stopped at µ,aprvpwv avTot,. See on 2414• 

M 19. And when they shall deliver you up, take no thought how or 
what ye shall speak : for there shall be given to you in that hour what 
ye shall speak.] Mk. has: "And when they shall lead you, deliver
ing you up, do not be taking thought beforehand what ye shall speak. 
But whatsoever shall be given to you in that hour, this speak." 

Jrnv 8.l] Mk. has Kal 57av; see Intro~uction, p. xx_.-1rapaJwa-tv] 
Mk. has aywa-tv-1rapa8tb6vn,;. The editor has earned the aywa-w 
into the·previous verse (ax0~a-£a-0£). The editor adds 1rw, ~. which 
are found also in Lk 1211• 

M 20. For not ye are the speakers, but the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you.] Mk. has : "For not ye are the speakers, 
but the Holy Spirit." 

M 21. And brother shall deliver up brother to death, and father, 
child: and children shall rise up against parents, and shall kill 
them.] So Mk. with Katfor U at the beginning. See Introduction, 
p. xx. Social strife is a common feature of the Apocalyptic 
description of the last days; cf. 2 Es 59 "all friends shall destroy 
one another" ; 624 "At that time shall friends make war one 
against another like enemies"; Jub 2J19 "And they will strive 
one with another, the young with the old, and the old with the 
young, the poor with the rich, and the lowly with the great, and 
the beggar with the prince"; Apoc. Bar 703 "And they will hate 
one another, and provoke one another to fight; and the mean will 
rule over the honourable, and those of low degree will be extolled 
above the famous"; Enoch 567 995 1001• See note on v.34• 

M 22. And ye shall be hated by all for My name's sake. But he 
that endured to the end, he shall be saved.] So Mk. In Mk. the 
TlAo,; is the coming of the Son of Man in the period after the 
great tribulation ; cf. 2 Es 625 " Whosoever remaineth-he shall 
be saved, and shall see My salvation, and the end of the world"; 
97• 8 "And every one that shall be saved-shall be preserved."
woµ,dva,;] cf. Dn 1212 (Th) p,aKapLo<; o v1roµ,wwv. 

L 23. But when they persecute you in this city, flee to the other: 
for verily I say to you, Ye shall not exhaust the cities of Israel, 
until the Son of Man come.] The £1,; Tl.,\oc; of the last verse has 
carried away the mind of the editor, in spite of his context, to the 
thought of the Second Coming. The apostles had been forbidden 
to go to the Gentiles or Samaritans. They were to preach to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, vv. 5• 6• In this work they would 
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suffer persecution, vv.17•22• But persecution would not become so 
universal that a city of Israel could not be found as a refuge 
before the Son of Man came. It seems to be impossible to 
interpret this verse of a coming of Christ to His missionaries during 
His lifetime. In this Gospel the coming of the Son of Man is 
always a final coming after His death to inaugurate the kingdom. 

19 . ..-ws ,i] om. S1 a bk. 
23. After -r~v fr/pa•] D L S1 a b k g1 q h add : " and if they persecute 

you in the other, flee ye to another." The words, as Merx points out, seem 
necessary to explain the following exhortation. 

24. The editor here collects together other sayings bearing 
upon persecution. 

A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above his master.] L 
Lk. in his Sermon (640 ) has clause a, adding: "but every one who 
is perfected shall be as his teacher." 

25. Sufficient for the disciple that he be as his teacher, and the L 
slave (shall be) as his master. If they called the master of the 
house Beelzeboul, how much more the members of his house ?] In Lk. 
the saying about the disciple and his teacher illustrates the saying 
about the blind leading the blind. Because a blind man cannot 
be directed by a blind man, so a scholar dependent on his teacher 
cannot receive more wisdom than his teacher has. At the best, 
he will he as wise as his teacher. Here the words have a different 
application, and are intended as a warning to the disciples to 
expect persecution. If their Master has been ill-treated and 
slandered, they must expect similar treatment. It is clear that 
Mt. and Lk. were acquainted with the saying in a detached form 
or in different contexts.-tva -ylV1]'1'a,] Here as in 88 practically 
equivalent to the infinitive. See Moulton, p. 206 ff.-BHA.{£/30.,;>.. J 
Here clearly a term of reproach.1 In 1224 it is wrongly made 
equivalent to arch-devil. It has been traced to the :n:n ,11::i= 
god of flies, of 2 K 1 6• This has been changed into ,,:ir ~ll:J in 
order to introduce assimilation to the sound of S:ir=dung. In B. 
Ab. Zar 186 the sacrifice (n:ir) of the heathen is ironically called 
S:ir "dung." Cf. Dalm. Gram. p. 137. The objection to this 
explanation is that there is no evidence that Baalzebul was 
adopted into the popular demonology as a powerful devil, or that 
flies were particularly identified with evil spirits. Others connect 
zebu! with the Hebrew ,,:ir, meaning "lofty dwelling," cf. 1 K 813, 

Is 6315 ; but ,,:ir in this sense is used as the dwelling of God, 
whereas we should expect here some term equivalent to Hades, 
the abode of evil spirits. In the Rabbinical literature, Zebu! is the 
name of the fourth heaven, in which are the heavenly Jerusalem, 
the Temple, the Altar, and Michael.2 In the apocalyptic literature 

1 C E al have B«X,1e/3ouX ; ~ B, Bee,1e/3ovX ; S1 c g2 Beelzebub. See 
on 1224• 2 Cf. C/ia,,o-i'ga 12b, 
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the lord of evil spirits and the Antichrist is called Beliar; cf. 
Charles on Ascension of Isaiah 18• 

25. apK£TOV] See on 63!.-o SoiiAo,] SC, " let him be ,, or "shall 
be." We should expect T<f 8ov,\ce, The nom. is probably due to 
careless translation. 

26-33. The editor here inserts a section which finds a parallel 
in Lk 122-0, where it is ascribed to an occasion at a later period in 
Christ's life. There is a good deal of agreement in language, with 
some striking differences. These differences do not favour the 
theory that the two Evangelists borrowed from the same written 
source; and the difference in historical setting is still more unfavour
able to such a view, unless the supposed source contained sayings 
without any historical settings. It is probable that the two writers 
drew these words from different written sources, Mt.'s being .the 
Logia. 

L 26. Fear them not, therefore; for nothing is covered which shall 
not be revealed, and hidden which shall not be known.] Three times 
in the following verses we get this "fear not." See Introduction, 
p. lxv. The saying about that which is hidden being revealed 
seems to have been a traditional utterance of Christ which could 
be adapted to any context. Mk. has it after the parable of the 
Sower, 422, in the difficult form, ou yap E<Triv Kpvnov lav µ,~ i'va 
cf,avipw0fl OUOE lylv£TO U7r0Kpvcf,ov a,\,\' Zva d, cf,avipov EA0v, It there 
seems to be applied to the teaching in parables. The truth was 
hidden in the parabolic teaching, but only that it might gain the 
greater publicity. Mt., having inserted a similar saying here, omits 
Mk 4 22 in his parallel section. Lk. in the parallel to Mk. has : 
OU yap E<TTlV KpV1rTOV 3 OU cj,avipov yw~<T£TUl ouoe U7r0Kpvcf,ov 3 OU JL~ 
yvw<r0fi Kat d, cf,av£pov EA0'[1. Lk. here in yvw<r0fi shows remem
brance of the form of the saying which occurs in Mt., yvw0~<T£Tai. 
Lk. has the saying again in 122 , where he has a section, 122-0, 

parallel to Mt 1026-33, but assigned to a different occasion. The 
saying in I 2 2 runs thus ; ouoev Se <TVYK£KaAvµ,µ,lvov £<TTlv, O OUK 
a7roKaAvcj,0~<rirai Kat Kpv7rTov S ou yvw0~<Tirni. This is almost 
identical with Mt., where the words seem to be used as a proverbial 
saying, affording an analogy for the following exhortation : "Just as 
all hidden things are destined to be brought to light, so you must 
publish to the world what I tell you now in obscurity." In Lk. 
the application seems different : " Beware of hypocrisy, because 
the truth will come to light." 

L 27. What I say to you in the darkness, speak ye in the light; 
and what you hear at the ear (in whispers), proclaim upon the 
housetops.] Lk. has: "Wherefore (av0' ~v), whatever things you 
say in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what you speak 
to the ear (i.e. privately) in the chambers shall be proclaimed upon 
the housetops." In Mt. the meaning seems to be: "I give you 
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My teaching in privacy and obscurity. But I wish you to be the 
agents in making it everywhere public." In Lk. the idea rather is : 
"Hypocrisy is essentially futile, inasmuch as all things hidden 
ultimately come to light, and your secret words and whispers 
will one day be known." 

28. And fear not those who kill the body, but cannot kill the L 
soul. But fear rather Him who z's able to destroy both soul and body 
in Gehenna.] The second "fear not," cf. v.26• The warning there 
is against fear of slander; here, against fear of persecution to the 
death: "In your work of making My teaching public you will 
meet with persecution. Fear not physical death. But fear the 
wrath of God against unfaithfulness to Him, for He can destroy 
soul and body together in Gehenna." The Talmud (B. Rosh ha Sh 
1 6b 17a) says that the school of Shammai taught that at the 
judgement-day there would be three classes of men. Of these, one 
would remain in Gehinnom for twelve months, after which their 
bodies would be destroyed and their souls burned. But, as a rule, 
both in Apocalyptic and Talmudic literature, the punishment of 
the wicked is regarded as eternal ; cf. Volz, Jiid. Es chat. pp. 2 86 f. 
Lk. has: "But I say unto you, my friends, Fear not those who 
kill the body, and after these things have nothing more that they 
can do. But I will show you whom you should fear. Fear Him 
who has power after killing to cast into Gehenna. Yea, I say unto 
you, fear Him." 

For cf,o/3-YJ()ijrE &:11"6, a Hebraistic idiom, cf. Blass, p. 88. 
For -ylEvva, cf. on 522• , • 

29. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing 7 and not one ojL 
them falls to the ground without your Father.] Lk. has : " Are not 
five sparrows sold for two farthings? and not one of them is 
forgotten before God." 

&.cnr&.pwv] The Latin as, known to the Talmudic writers as 
,o~. It was equivalent to 1\th of a denarius, i.e. to something 
less than a halfpenny. Cf. Pesikta des Rab. Kahana, Io (Wiinsche), 
p. I I 3 : " If the bird is not captured without the will of heaven, 
how much less we ! " 

30. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.] So Lk. L 
with &.>...\a Kat-vp.wv for vp.wv OE Ka{. The emphasis here is rather 
upon ai rplx£c; than upon vp.wv. 

31. Fear not, therefore, you are more valuable than many L 
sparrows.] So Lk. without otv or vp.E'i,. This is the third "Fear 
not"; cf. vv.26• 28• 

32. Every one, therefore, who shall acknowledge Me before men, I L 
also will acknowledge him before My Father whz'ch is in the heavens.] 
Lk. has : "And I say to you, Every one who shall acknowledge 
Me before men, also the Son of Man will acknowledge him before 
the angels of God." op.oXo-yE'iv lv occurs only here and in Lk I 28• 
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It is an Aramaic and Syriac idiom. Cf. even Moulton, p. 104 : 

" It seems best not to look for any justification of this usage in 
Greek."-Tov 1raTp6, µ,ov TOV lv To'ii; ovpavo'i,] See on 516• 

L 33. But whosoever shall deny Me before men, I also will deny him 
before My Father which is in the heavens.] Lk. has: "But he who 
denied Me before men, shall be denied before the angels of God." 
Vv.32• 33 find a differently worded parallel in Mk 888, which the 
editor of Mt. omits when he comes to that section of Mk. 

L 34. The thought of persecution, especially of persecution at 
the hands of near relatives, reminds the editor of other sayings 
bearing upon the divisions caused by Christ's teaching in families. 

Think not that I came to cast peace upon the earth. I came not 
to cast peace, but a sword.] This and the following verse find a 
parallel in Lk 1251-53 in a different context. Lk. has : " Think ye 
(ooK£'in) that I came (1rapE""f£v6µ,.,,-v) to give peace on the earth? No, 
I tell you, but division." Phraseology and context alike differ. 
The two Evangelists draw from different sources. 

M~ voµ,luvr£ on ~J\.0ov-ovK ~.\0ov] The same formula occurs 
in 517• The editor probably assimilates. 

35. For I came to divide a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a bride against her mother-in-law.] 
Lk 1252• 53 has a similar thought in different words. 

Cf. B. Sanhed. 97"" " In the period when the Son of David 
shall come, a daughter will rise up against her mother, a daughter-in
law against her mother-in-law." For similar formulas in Babylonian 
Inscriptions, cf. Jeremias, Babyloni'sches im NT, p. 97. 

Cf. also Sotah 49a b " The son despises the father, the daughter 
rebels against the mother, the daughter-in-law against the mother
in-law, and a man's enemies are they of his own household." 

L 36. And a man's enemies (shall be) those of his household. l This 
and the previous verse seem to be a reminiscence of Mic 76• 

L 37. He who lovethfather or mother more than Me, is not worthy 
of .llle; and he who loveth son or daughter more than Me, is not 
worthy of Me.] This and the following verse find a parallel in 
Lk 1426-27• But context and phraseology are alike different. The 
Evangelists draw from different sources. Lk. has : "If any man 
come to Me, and hate not his own father, and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brothers, and sisters, yea, and also his own life, 
he cannot be My disciple." 

L 38. And he who taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is 
not worthy of ilfe. J Lk. has : "Whosoever beareth not his cross, 
and cometh after Me, cannot be My disciple." It is clear that in 
the Synoptic Gospels we have three recensions of this saying, viz. 
(a) Mk 834 = Mt 1624 = Lk 923, a positive form, £l Tti; 0{.\n 01r{uw 

''0 ~ (Lk • 0 ) ' ' 0 • ' ' ' ' ' ' µ,ov £A uv • epxeu ai apv'YJ<Tau w eaVTov Kai apaTw TOV CTTavpov 
avTOV (Lk. adds Ka0' 'f}fJ.Epav) Kal dKOAov0£LTW JJ,OL, (b) Mt 1038, a 
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negative form, Ss ov >..ap,f3avei 'TOV u-ravpov UVTOV KUL aKoAov0Ei: oTr[uw 
p,ov. (c) Lk 142i, another negative form in a different context, 
<lUTtS ov f3au'Ta,Et 'TOV u-ravpov fovrnv KaL lpxE-rai 07rLUW p,ov. The 
two latter look like independent translations of a Semitic original. 
It is commonly assumed that this saying betrays reflection upon 
the manner of Christ's death. So far as Lk. is concerned, the 
thought of discipleship as involving probable death in persecution, 
seems less obvious than that of faithful discipleship simply. It 
would not have been surprising had we found "yoke" for "cross" 
there. The Rabbis spoke of a man as receiving the yoke of 
the law, cf. Ab 36 ; or the yoke of the kingdom of the. heavens, 
cf. B. Berakhoth 13a. So Christ, elsewhere, Mt u 29, spoke of His 
yoke. But it is historically probable that Christ in speaking of 
His death should anticipate it as one of crucifixion. This had 
become, as it would seem, typical of violent death. It is so used 
in the parables of the Mechilta. Cf. Fiebig, Altjiid. Gleichni'sse, 
p. 44: "(Like) a robber who entered in and outraged the king's 
palace, (saying), If I find the king's son I will seize him and kill 
and crucify him." Cf. Plato, Rep. ii. 361 : "The just man-will be 
impaled." The condemned man carried his cross to the place of 
execution. Cf. Artemidorus, ii. 56: o p,i.>..>..wv av-r<iJ (u-ravpo:,) 7rpou
'Y/"-ovu0ai 7rpo-rEpov avrov f3au-ra,£t; 1 Bereshith Rabba, Par. 56 
(Wi.insche, p. 266): "Abraham took the wood of the offering as one 
who bears his cross upon his shoulder" ; Plut. de Sera Num. Vind. 
c. 9 : Kal. T<fl ui!Jp,an -rwv KoAa{op,lvwv lKau-ros KaKoVpywv lKcplpei -rov 
avrov u-ravp6v. The thought in Mt 103-8 is no doubt of death in per
secution. The disciples would be dragged before courts of justice, 
v,17; they would be killed by their relatives, v.21• But they were not 
to fear physical death, v.28• If they shrank back and recanted their 
faith in Christ, He would deny them before God, v.33• They must be 
prepared to go to a shameful death, following His example, v. 38. 

39. He that found his lift shall lose it; and he that lost his life L 
for My sake shall find it.] This saying occurs in four forms: (a) 
Mk 835 = Mt 1625 == Lk 924 8, yap £0.V (Lk. ll.v) 0l>..r, 'T~V if;vx~I' 
ai'.irov (Mk. EO.V'TOV if;vx~v) UWUaL aTroAluei a~v, 8, s· ll.v 0.'lrOAlur, 
(Mk. a7rOA£UEt) 'T>/V tf;vx~v avrov :lvEKEV lp,ov (Mk. KUL 'TOV El•ay-yEALotJ) 
oilro, (om. Mt. Mk.) uwuei av-r~v (Mt. Eilp~uEt, assimilating to 1039). 

(b) Mt 1038 0 Eilpwv 'T~V i/!Vx~v awoii 0.7r0A£UEL aw~v, Kal. 0 0.7rOA£uas 
'T~V if;vx~v avrov lvEKEV lp,ov Eilp~uei a~v. (c) Lk l 733, in a different 
context, S, £0.V {'Y/'T~UrJ 'T~V if;vx~v avrov 7rEpt7rOt~uau0ai a7roA£UEL 
avr~v, S, s· av a7rOA£<rr, {woyov~uei av~v. This and No. l look like 
independent translations of a Semitic original. They are not based 
on a common Greek source. (4) Jn 1225 o cpiAwv -r~v if;vx~v avTov 
a1TOAAVEt av~v- Kal. b p,iuwv 'T~V if;vx~v aVTOV lv 'T'{) KOUJ-1,'f TOVT<p ds 
J;w~v aii!Jvwv cf,vMtn avr~v. 

1 Quoted by Dr. Bigg, The Church's Task under the Roman Emplre, p. 79. 
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In Mk 8 = Mt 16 = Lk 9, and in Mt. ro, this saying is connected 
with the saying about bearing the cross. 

Here in Mt. it clearly has reference to death in persecution. 
"He who shrinks from death, and wishes to preserve his life of 
the body, will indeed do so, but will lose the higher life of the soul 
into which he would have passed through martyrdom. He who is 
content to suffer death because of his faithfulness to My teaching, 
will forfeit the life of the body, but will make discovery on the 
other side of death of the higher life of the soul." 

L 40. He who receiveth you receiveth Me, and he who receiveth 
Me receiveth Him that sent Me.] Cf. Mk 937• 

L 41. He who receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall 
receive the reward of a prophet; and he who receives a righteous 
man in the name of a righteous man shall receive the reward of a 
righteous man.] V.40 finds a parallel in Mk 937b S, ll.v ~v -rwv 
TOLOVTWV 71'at8twv Ufq-rat l7rl. -r0 &v6µ,a-r[ JLOV lp.e Blx£Tat" Kal. s. ll.v lp.e 
8txqTat OVK lp.e Uxf:Tat &,,\Aa TOV a71'0UTdAavnf JLf. Mt. adapts to 
his context here by substituting ilp.as for "one of such children," 
and omits from Mk when he comes to that passage. The thought 
passes from the fate of the disciples to that of those who receive 
the teaching of Christ, which they are to proclaim to the world. 
Those who receive them, i.e. welcome their teaching, receive 
Christ, because it is His teaching which the disciples transmit, 
and receive God who sent Him. This idea of Christ's mission 
from God has already underlain the ~A0ov of 517 ro34• In v.40 the 
Christian missionaries are called 7rpocf,~-rai and 8tKawt. For the 
first, cf. 2J34. They were 8tKawi as practising the 8tKawu1Jv7J which 
he taught them, 61-18 ; cf. 520• d, ovoµa is a translation of the 
Jewish cci, ="in the capacity of," "as,"" on the ground of his pro
phetic qualifications." Cf. Heitmuller, Im Na men Jesu, pp. 1 I 2 ff. 
Those who receive the Christian missionaries in respect of their 
Christian message, i.e. accept their teaching and become Christians, 
will receive the same reward as the preachers themselves. For the 
idea of eternal life as a reward, see on 1929 ; and for the concep
tion that early and late comers into the kingdom receive the same 
reward of eternal life, see on 201-16• 

M 42. And whosoever shall give to drink one of these little ones a 
cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say to you, 
he shall not lose his reward.] This saying is clearly out of place 
here, because there is nothing in the context to explain the mean
ing of -rwv p.tKpwv -rovrwv. It occurs again in Mk 941 with ilp.as for 
"these little ones." 3, yap ll.v 71'0T[uy vµa, 71'0T~pwv v8a-ro, EV &v6p.aTt 
on XptUTOV t.cr-rl, ap.¥ AJyw vµ'tv 6Tt ov JL~ d7roAiuy TOV p.tu0ov mhov. 
Mt. in the parallel section to Mk. omits this verse. Mk., however, 
has -rwv p.tKpwv Tovrwv in the next verse, 942• Mt. seems to be 
quoting from memory, and to have brought in the "these little 
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ones" inadvertently. Mk.'s vµas would have suited the purpose 
much better. If Mt. had known the saying independently with Twv 
µ1Kpwv 701hwv, he would almost certainly have inserted it in this form 
in the parallel to Mk 941• On the other hand, Twv µiKpwv TovTwv 
in Mt 1042 can only be explained as a reminiscence of Mk 941. 42. 

XI. 1. And it came to pass, when Jesus .finished charging His E 
twelve dt"setples, He departed thence to teach and to preach in their 
cities.] For this formula at the end of five long discourses, cf. 
Introduction, p. !xiv. For £KEt0Ev, cf. on 421.-Tov 818&a-KELV] Mt. 
has Tov with inf. 7 times. The present tense emphasises the con
tinuance of the action; cf. 138, and contrast 2 18 3 13._ See Blass, 
pp. 196 ff.; Abbott,Johannine Grammar, 2496. 

(5) Survey of His ministry, 112-so. 

2. The editor gives a survey of Christ's work. It falls into 
three sections. Christ's work is considered (a) in relation to that 
of the Baptist, 2•19 ; (b) in view of its apparent failure, 20•24 ; (c) in 
view of its real success, 25-ao. 

No part of this is found in Mk. 
Vv.2·19 find a parallel in Lk 718·35• But 

Mt 2-3 bear little resemblance to Lk 18•21• 
4-n agree verbally for the most part with 22•28 

At this point Lk. breaks the thread of the discourse by inserting 
an editorial. comment, vv.29•30• Mt. seems to carry on the speech, 
but vv.12•15 are probably inserted here by him from another 
context. Yv.12• 13 find a parallel in Lk 1516, where the clauses are 
in the reverse order. 

Mt 16•19 agree very closely with Lk 31•35• 

20 is an editorial comment. 
21-2aa agree closely with Lk 1013·15 from the charge to the 

Seventy. 
2ab has no parallel in Lk. 
24 agrees closely with Lk 1012• 

25-21 agree closely with Lk 1021• 22 after the return of the 
Seventy. 

28-30 have no parallel in Lk. 
So far as vv.20-30 are concerned, it seems probable that the 

editor is bringing together detached sayings, some of which Lk. 
has placed in or after the charge to the Seventy. The two 
Evangelists cannot have had a common source for these sayings, 
unless the source consisted of sayings only, without historical 
connections. These sayings had probably become stereotyped 
in tradition, and were drawn by the two writers from different 
sources. But the relation of Mt 4-ll, 16•19 to Lk 22-2s. a1-a5 is very 
puzzling. Why do both writers connect these groups of sayings ; 
and why do both insert between them a paragraph which is quite 
different in the two Gospels? It is probable that the two groups 

8 
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existed independently before the two Evangelists. Why both 
writers connected them is not easy to explain. But since both 
groups deal with John the Baptist, it is not altogether unnatural 
that two or more Gospels should have connected them together. 
That they did this independently is shown by the different char
acter of the connecting links, Mt 12-rn, Lk 29.30. 

If it be thought that the dose verbal agreement of Mt 4•11 = 
Lk 22•28 and of Mt 16•19 = Lk 731•35 compels us to think of a direct 
connection between the Gospels, it would be better to fall back 
upon the view that Lk. had seen Mt., than to suppose that both 
are borrowing from a common source. In the latter case it is 
impossible to explain the fact that both editors independently 
insert extraneous words at the same point in a common source. 
If Lk. had seen Mt., he may well have taken objection to vv.12•15 

as obscure, and substituted for them a comment which prepared 
an anticipatory explanation of Mt 19h. In that case he has not 
cared to pass over Mt 12•13 altogether, but has placed them in 
another context, transposed them, substituted a1ro T6Te for a1ro 8£ 
Twv 71µepwv 'Iwavov which he felt to be anachronistic, substituted 
evane>..{teTaL for the ambiguous /3iateTai, and paraphrased /3iacnat 
&.p1ratovaw am'l]V by 1riis £ls avr~v /3iatemi, thus making the sentence 
clearly express the idea that the Baptist's ministry was the in
auguration of the kingdom of heaven. Cf. Ac 1 22 1037. 

L 2, 3. And John having heard in the prison the works o.f the 
Messiah, sent through his disciples, and said to Hi'm, Art Thou the 
Coming One, or are we to wait for another 7] Lk. agrees only in 
the last clause. 

lv T<tJ 8ecrµwn1p{'f] The imprisonment of the Baptist has been 
referred to in 412.-Ta lpya] of which illustrations have been given 
in 81-934.-o lpx6µevos] i.e. the Messiah; cf. 311, Ps 11826, Dn 713• 

L 4-6. And Jesus answered and said to them, Go report to John 
what ye hear and see: blind men see, and lame men walk. Lepers 
are cleansed, and deaf men hear. And dead men are raised, and 
poor men are told good news. And blessed is he who shall not be 
made to stumble in Me.]-Ka0ap{toVTai] See on 82.-evayye>..{tovmi] 
The verb occurs only here in this Gospel. · For the construction, 
cf. He 42• 6.-crKav8a>..icr0jj] See on 529• 

Lk. agrees almost word for word. He omits o 'I·qrrous, has 
eXSeTe Kat ~KovrraTE for aKoveTe Kat f3>..l1ren, omits Ka{ before xw>..o{, 
veKpo{, and trTwxo{, and has M.v for tf.v in the last clause. 

L 7. And as they were going, Jesus began to speak to the multi'tudes 
concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to behold 7 A 
reed shaken by the wind? or: Why went ye out z'nto the wz'lderness? 
To behold a reed shaken by the wz'nd ?] Lk. has: a1re>..86VTwv 8£ Twv 
ayyl>..wv 'Iwavov, for TOVTWV ()f tropevoµivwv. 

The reed shaken by the wind seems to be a metaphor for a 
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commonplace event. But there is probably a side reference to 
the thoughts of the multitudes concerning John. He had predicted 
the coming of One mightier than he (311). He had recognised in 
Christ one who honoured him by coming to his oaptism. Now 
his message seemed to show that he was vacillating, doubtful 
whether after all Christ was the coming mightier One. 

0£auau0ai] does not occur in Mk. The seeing implied is the 
beholding, gazing at, e.g. a spectacle or pageant. It occurs in 61 
"to be gazed at by them," 22 11 "to look at the guests," 2 35 "to be 
gazed at by men." 

8. But what went ye out to see 7 A man clothed i'n soft (raiment) 7 L 
Behold, they who wear soft (raiment) are in kings' houses.] Lk. has 
ev 11-a>..aKo,s i11-aTlots in the first clause, and for the second : lllov oi ev 
i11-anup.0 ev86t<i> Kat Tpvcpfi V1I"apxovus EV TOLS /3aui>..dois du{v. The 
meaning is: "You did not go all that way into the wilderness to 
see a worldly sensualist." 

9. But what went ye out to see ? A prophet 7 yes, I say to you, L 
and more than a prophet.] So Lk. 

"You went to see a spiritual leader of men. And the fulfilment 
exceeded your expectation. You saw a prophet, and that no 
ordinary prophet." 

10. This is he, of whom it stands written, Behold, I send My L 
messenger before Thy face, who shall prepare Thy way before Thee.] 

" For John is he whom the Scripture predicted as the messenger 
who should prepare the way for the Messiah." The quotation 
comes from Mai 31, where the LXX has lllov (eyw, ~c A QI') 
eta1I"O<TT£AAW TOV a'.yyEADV 11-ov, Kat emf3>..ltf,£Tat allov 7rpo 7rp0<TW1I"OV 
11-ov. Mt., Mk 1 2, and Lk 727 agree against the LXX-(a) in 
&.7rO<TT£AAW for eta7rO<TT£AAW j (b) in 7rpo 7rp0<TW1I"OV <TOV after "My 
messenger" ; (c) in os for Ka{; (d) in KaTa<TKEvau£t for emf3>..ltf,£Tai, 
and Mt. and Lk. agree; (e) in lf1,7rpou0b uov for 7rpo 7rpouw7rov 
,rov after "way." Both Mt. and Lk. omit in their parallels to 
Mk 12. It seems clear that the quotation was current in Christian 
circles in a form slightly different from the LXX. 7rpo 7rpouw7rov 
11-ov after "My messenger," may be due to assimilation to Ex 2320. 

11. Ven"ly I say to you, There hath not arisen among women-born L 
a greater than John the Baptist. But the least in the kingdom of . 
the heavens is greater than he.] Lk. has : p.d(wv ev ')'£VV1)TCJLS 
yvvatKWV 'Iwavov ovllds l<TTtv, and "of God" for "of the heavens." 
"Thus as fulfilling the prophecy of Malachi and heralding the 
Messiah, John is pre-eminent. But the least who shall stand 
within the kingdom shall be more privileged than he." The 
thought is that it is better to enter the kingdom than to herald its 
coming. John was unique amongst men, but citizenship of the 
kingdom will be better than his unique position. On &.11-~v, cf. on 
51s.-ev ')'EVV1JTots yvvatKwv] is equivalent to "amongst mortal men"; 
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cf. Job 141 1514 254.-p,tKp6TEpos] For grades within the kingdom, 
cf. 519• The comparative form is probably used in a superlative 
sense. Cf. Blass, p. 33; Moulton, pp. 77 ff. In 1332, Lk 948, 

p,tKp6TEpos has the same superlative sense. For {3autA.E{a Twv 
ovpavwv, see Introduction, p. lxvii. Here as hitherto in this Gospel 
it is thought of as the kingdom to be inaugurated when the Son of 
Man comes.1 The least in that kingdom will be more privileged 
than if he had been its herald. 

EP L 12-15. And from the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of the heavens suffers violence, and violent men ravage 
z't. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And 
if ye will receive it, this i's Elias which was about to come. He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear.] 

These obscure verses serve as a connecting link between 
vv.4•11 and 16•19• Lk. has instead two verses of editorial comment 
describing how the people and the toll-gatherers were baptized by 
John, whilst the Pharisees and the lawyers refused to submit to 
his baptism. Of Mt.'s four verses, Lk. in 1616, in quite a different 
context, has a parallel to 12 and 13 in the reverse order : /, v6p,os Kal 
ot 7rpO<p~Tat 11-lxpi 'Iwavov· U7r0 T6n.;, /3aui>..da TOV 0wv wayyEAL{Ernt 
Kat ?ras Els avr~v {3ia(ETai. Mt v.14 is not found elsewhere. V.15 

is a refrain which occurs again in 139• 43• In Lk 1616 {3uJ.(Ernt is 
clearly middle. "Every one presses into it with vehemence." 
That is to say, the good news of the kingdom is preached, and 
men welcome the good news. For the middle sense, see Deissm. 
Bib. Stud. p. 258, and add to his reference to Ditt. Syll. 379 the 
following, El ns-/3iauap,EVOS (J.VOlqJ T~V Kap,apav, Ditt. Syll. 893. 5. 
Cf. also f3ia.(Eu0ai ="to take forcible possession of," in a decree of 
B.c. 140-139, Tebtunis Papyn·, 6. 3r. In Mt. the subject of {3ta.bETat 
is .;, /3aui>..da. The verb, therefore, can hardly be middle, for in 
what sense could it be said that the kingdom forces its way with 
violence. We must translate, The kingdom of the heavens is 
violently treated, that is, in the persons of its messengers and 
heralds. The editor has in mind the death of the Baptist and the 
similar ill-treatment meted out to subsequent Christian preachers, 
cf. 2334•35• Cf. Dalm. Words, pp. 139 ff. So far the words might 
be taken as a simple editorial comment parallel to the editorial 
comment at this place in Lk. But just as Lk 729•30 are so worded 
that they might appear to be a continuation of Christ's words, so 
Mt 1112 suggests the question, Is this a simple comment of the 
editor reflecting on the fact that John was the first of a long line 

1 euTlv need not compel us to suppose that the kingdom is here thought of 
as a present condition of things in any other sense than that the good news of its 
near advent and of its nature was after a fashion a present foretaste of its future 
blessedness. The verb would not be represented in the original Aramaic. 
See note on 53• 
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of men who suffered on behalf of the kingdom, or did he intend 
the verse to be taken as a continuation of Christ's words ? The 
parallel in Lk 1616 seems to prove that Mt. was acquainted with a 
traditional saying of Christ which brought into close connection 
the kingdom and the verb f3ia.{£<T0ai. That is to say, in his 
comment in v.12 he is paraphrasing words traditionally ascribed 
to Christ, and he probably intended the verse to be taken as 
spoken by Christ in continuation of v.11 in spite of the fact that 
the phrase 0.11'0 Se TWV ~1upwv 'Iwdvov TOV /3a?l'TL<TTOV clearly betrays 
either Christ speaking on another occasion than that described in 
vv.2-6, or the Evangelist himself. It seems probable that he knew 
of a saying ascribed to Christ which described the kingdom, since 
John preached as in some sense the object of men's violence. He 
therefore inserted it here, together with vv.14 and 15, as affording a 
connecting link between vv. 7-11 and 16-19, and with the intention of 
preparing for the latter paragraph in which John's career is viewed 
as finally closed. 

V.13 seems to be brought in here only on the ground that it 
contains the name John. It seems impossible to find any good 
connection with v.12• What is the meaning of" all the prophets and 
the law prophesied until John"? And why the "prophets and the 
law," and not "the law and the prophets"? Does the verse mean 
that in foretelling the Christ, John had been preceded by the pro
phets and the law, and that these had borne witness until he came 
to supplant them, and to give the finishing touch to their witness? 

If, however, we prefer to disregard the obvious clue to com
pilation in the words 0.11'0 Se TWV ~1upwv 'Iwavov TOV /3a?l'TL<TTOV tws 
apn, and to interpret f3ia.{£-rai in a middle sense, as in Lk., it will 
be possible to connect the verses in the following manner: 

V.9• John was more than a prophet. He was a fulfilment of 
prophecy. A prophet foretells the future. John helped to 
inaugurate what he preached. He proclaimed the Messiah, and 
at the same time prepared the way for Him. 

v.10. He was thus the messenger foretold by Malachi. 
V.11• Hence he was the greatest of men. But though in a 

sense he inaugurated the kingdom, yet he stood outside it. The 
least who has become a disciple of it is more privileged than he. 

V.12• For since his preaching men can, in a sense, stand within 
the kingdom. The good news of its near advent has entered into 
life with all the force and energy of a spiritual movement, and men 
and women fired with enthusiasm welcome it. 

V v.13• 14• Before John's coming the prophets had foretold the 
kingdom; and when there were no prophets, the law, i.e. the whole 
divine Scriptures, bore the same witness. But when He came, 
prophecy was at an end, and fulfilment began. For He was Elias 
whom the Scripture foretold. 
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13. -rrpoEcp~nv<Fav] For the augment, see Blass, p. 39. 
14. Already in Ecclus 4810 the coming of Elijah to accomplish 

a work of restoration is presupposed on the basis of Mai 45• 6• 

This idea is common in the later Jewish literature; cf. Weber, 
Jud. Theo!. 352 f.; Volz, Jud. Eschat. p. 192. There is a remark
able discussion as to the work of the prophet in B. Edujoth 87• 

Itis there said that Johanan ben Zakkai had received from his 
teacher a tradition that Elijah would not come to pronounce clean 
or unclean, to separate or receive (i.e. to decide upon the legitimacy 
of Israelites whose descent was doubtful), but to separate those 
who had been received by force (llliT:J r:::i,,pt.:1i1), and to receive 
those who had been separated by force, i.e. to remove those who 
had fraudulently claimed Israelitish descent, and to receive back 
"those whose legitimacy had been wrongly denied. Here we have 
the idea of membership of the Israelite community suffering 
violence, and violent men wrongly laying claim to it. It is possible 
that this throws some light on the sayings underlying Mt 1112, 

Lk 1616• The Baptist strongly denounced the claim to Abrahamic 
descent as in itself conferring merit (39). In other words, he threw 
open the kingdom, or the stage of preparation for it, to all men 
without regard to the question of legitimacy. Consequently, since 
his day men forced their way into it whose claims would have 
been denied from an orthodox Jewish standpoint. The common 
people and men of suspected orthodoxy like the T£Awvai welcomed 
his teaching, Lk 729, and forced their way into the kingdom. In 
thus opening the kingdom to invasion on the part of those whom 
orthodox Jewish theologians would have excluded, John fulfilled 
one of the functions expected of the coming Elijah; cf. Ecclus 4810 

"to restore the tribes of Israel," but in a sense opposed to Jewish 
theological expectation, not merely by restoring to their rights 
those whose true membership was wrongly denied, but by clearing 
away the superstition that purity of descent in itself was essential 
to participation in the Messianic blessings. In this respect John 
was Elijah who was to come. · 

2. oul.] ~BC" D al 33 124 q. ova of C3 E F al seems to he an assimila
tion to Lk. For oul., cf. 122 2 5• 15• 17. 23 J3 4 14 817 1217 1J35 21 4 2415 279 o, o1i, 
187 2624, and oµ6,;a, o,' 11,yyiXwv, Ditt. Syll. 122. 25. 

5. Kai 1rTwxo, euayyeX£tovrn,] Omit S1 k. eva.-y-yiX£ter;0a, occurs only 
here in Mt. It is common in Lk. For other Lucan words occurring once 
in texts of Mt., cf. ,;uv{xe,;0a.,, 424 ; voµ<K6s, 2235• · 

15. The words occur again in 139• 43• Here they seem to call 
attention to a fulfilment of prophecy, and they may have a similar 
pilrpose in 1343• See note there. 

16. But to what shall I liken this generation ? It is l£ke to 
children sitting in market-places, who call to the others, and say.] 
Lk. has: "To what therefore shall I liken the men of this genera-
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tion, and to what are they like? They are like to children who 
sit in the market-place, and call to one another. Who say." 

·rlvi OE oµ.oiwuw-o;w{a «lur{] In the Jewish Midr~hic literature 
the most common formula for introducing a parable is i10~ '.JC'O ... ~ ;,o,, ;:ii;,= '' a parable. To what is the matterlike? to," etc.; 
cf. Bacher, Exeget. Termin. der Jud. Traditionslz"teratur, i. p. 121, 

ii. p. 121.-&:yopa'i:, J on Mt.'s preference for the plural, see on 326. 

17. We piped to you, and ye did not dance; we wailed, and L 
you did not lament.] Lk. has lKXavuau for «1K6t{tau0e. The idea is 
that the children could get no response from their playmates, whom 
they could attract to no games, whether cheerful or mournful. 

18. For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, L 
He hath a devil.] Lk. has: "For John the Baptist has come 
neither eating bread nor drinking wine," and you say, He bath a 
devil. The austere life of the Baptist (cf. eh. 3), and his call to 
repentance, failed to influence his contemporaries. '' He has a 
demon," they said, "who drives him to an excess of asceticism." 

19. The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, L 
Behold a man a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of publicans 
and sinners.] Lk. has again lX~Xv0ev for ~X0ev and Hyere for 
X/.yovuiv. On the other hand, the sociability of Christ, His inter
course with the common people, equally failed to attract His 
contemporaries. He associates, they said, with men of lax life. 

It is clear that this paragraph is aimed at the orthodox Jews, 
the Pharisees, who judged the Baptist and the Lord by the standard 
of their Pharisaic righteousness. It seems out of place as addressed 
to the multitudes, and probably originally bdonged to a context in 
which Christ was addressing the Pharisees. Lk. has endeavoured 
to prepare for it by inserting 729• 30• 

And Wisdom was justified by (against) her children.] Lk. has: L 
"all her children." 

This obscure verse is full of difficulty. uocp{a is presumably 
the divine Wisdom of God to whom the Baptist and the Lord 
alike owed their inspiration. Both had been sent by Wisdom, 
and the responsibility for the different character of their teaching 
and methods rested with her. Cf. Lk. II 49 oia rovrn Kai YJ uocf,{a 
TOV 0eov £i11"£V 6.1I"O<FT£Aw, K.T.A., and see on Mt 2334.-£0lKCllW017] 
If we suppose that the editor wishes this clause to be taken as a 
continuation of Christ's words, the aorist must be compared with 
the similar aorists in 417 (evo6K17ua), u 27 (7rap£o60ri), 2818 (,.06011), 
as implying a pre-temporal foreordaining of future events by the 
divine Wisdom, which was eternally "justified" as it developed 
itself in history. If it were not that the clause occurs also in Lk., 
it would be natural to interpret it (cf. on v.12), as a comment of the 
Evangelist reflecting on the fact that the divine Wisdom which had 
seemed to fail in its methods, so far as Christ's contemporaries 



120 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW [XI. 19,20. 

were concerned, had nevertheless justified her plan of action in the 
history of the Christian Church. If the Jews had failed to respond 
to her summons, others had obeyed her call ; cf. 812 the sons of the 
kingdom rejected, whilst many from east and west take their place. 
&1ro here is apparently equivalent to {m-o ; cf. Blass, p. 12 5. The 
divine Wisdom, which had planned and carried out its purposes 
of· sending the Baptist and the Son of Man to call the Jews to 
repentance and to the kingdom, was declared to be right, approved, 
justified by her children, i.e. by those who did not pass condemna
tory judgements on the Baptist and on the Son of Man, but did 
respond to their teaching, and become their disciples. These 
showed themselves to be the sons of the Wisdom who called to 
them through John and through the Son of Man. The clause 
therefore seems to qualify the" this generation" ofv.16• As a whole, 
or in large part, they were indeed as irresponsive children un
affected by the message of Baptist or Son of Man. But there 
were exceptions, Wisdom's sons. These caught the sound of her 
voice in the preaching of the Baptist and of Christ, and re
sponded to it. In so doing they justified the methods and agents 
used by the divine Wisdom. For the "sons" of Wisdom, cf. Pr 
832 Ecclus 4811 ; and in this Gospel the parallel vfol -nj,; (Jarri'>..da,;, 
1388• Lk. seems to have anticipated the meaning of l8iKaiw071 in his 
insertion in 729 "All the people and the tax-gatherers justified God, 
i.e. declared, proved Him to be right by submitting to John's 
baptism." Thus Wisdom was justified of her children. Well
hausen gives a different turn to the passage by taking &1ro as= 
cip )O or 1J:lt.:l=against. The divine Wisdom represented by John 
and Jesus was justified against her children, i.e. the Jews, in so far 
as their complaints against her (vv.18· 19) were seen to be conten
tious contradictions. For "sons of Wisdom" as= the Jews, cf. the 
vfol -nj,; {JarrtAE{a,; of 812, which also is equivalent to the Jews. 

16. a 1rporrcf,wvouvrn - Xl-yovrr,v] so ~ B DZ. - Kai 1rporrcf,wv0Drr,- Kai 
Xl-yourr,v] so E F al. S1 S2 have "send" for 1rporrcf,wvi,v, and so S1 in Lk. 
732.-TOIS frlpo,s] so ~ B D z; TOIS fralpo,s 11.vrwv, G s u Val S1 S2• C E F 
al S1 S2 add avrwv to rots frlpo,s. fra,pos occurs in this Gospel three times in 
the vocative, 2013 2212 2650, but ro'is frepo,s is both best attested and most 
likely to have given rise to the variants. Lk. has dXX17Xo1s. 

19. rhvwv] B2 D al S1 S2 a ck ; lp-ywv, ~ B* S3 S4 codd. ap. Hier. In 
Lk. lp-ywv is read by ~ only. It might be urged that rlKvwv in Mt. is due to 
assimilation to Lk. ; but, on the other hand, lp-ywv may be a late conjec
tural emendation. There seems to be no trace of it before the fourth century. 

20. The editor adds a connecting link in order to introduce the 
following paragraph, which in Lk. occurs in the charge to the Seventy. 

E Then He began to reproach the cities in which His many miracles 
happened, because they repented not. 

TOT£] See on 2 7.-ar 7rA£tfTTQt 8vva,un,] For l, 7rA.EtfTTO<;=b 
1ro'>..v,;, cf. Blass, p. 143; Moulton, p. 79, "those very numerous 
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mighty works." 8vvap.i,;; ="a miracle," "a mighty deed," is common 
to the Synoptic tradition, but is avoided by Jn. Cf. Abbott, 
Johannine Vocabulary, I 686 e. 

21. Woe to thee, Chorazin I woe to thee, Bethsaida I Because L 
if in Tyre and Sidon had happened the miracles which happened 
ln you, long ago they would have repented in sackcloth and ashes.] 
Lk. has tyw~0'YJ<Tav for tytvovTo, and adds Ka0~µ,woi after <T'l!'o84i. 
Chorazin lay about an hour's distance north from Tell Hum 
( = Capharnaum ?) ; see Sanday, Sacred Sites, p. 24. Bethsaida was 
situated on the left side of the Jordan, a little north of the lake ; 
see Sanday, p. 41. It is remarkable that the Gospel tradition 
should have preserved the name Chorazin without at the same 
time transmitting some account of the " many " miracles done 
there. For sackcloth and ashes as symbols of grief, cf. Jon 36, 

Dn 93, Is 585• 

22. But I say to ;•ou, For Tyre and St"don it shall be more L 
tolerable in the day of judgement than for you.] Lk. omits Atyw vp,tv, 
and has tv rfj KpL<TEL for tv ~p.tpq, Kpl<TEW<;. See for this phrase on 1015• 

28. And thou, Capharnaum, shall thou be exalted up to heaven? L 
Unto Hades shalt thou come down. Because if in Sodom had 
happened the miracles which happened in thee, they would have 
remained unto this day.] Lk. has only the first clause. Clause a 
seems to contain a reminiscence of Is 1418• 15 ds Tov ovpavov 
&va/3~<Toµ,ai-d<; cf.8'Y/v (cf.8ou, N A) KaTa/3~<T'[I- The words are purely 
metaphorical. The men of Capharnaum dwelt in a flourishing 
city, of which they were proud. But they had failed to appreciate 
the true significance of Christ's works, and need expect no better 
fate than the judgement which overwhelmed the inhabitants of 
Sodom. On Sodom, see note on 1015• 

24. But I say unto you, That for the land of Sodom it shall be 
more tolerable on the day of judgement than for thee.] The verse 
does not occur in Lk. Similar words have already occurred in 
1015 ; see note there. 

28. µ,½-v,f;w0fwv] NBC D <I> a b C ff1 g2 ; 11-0,f;w/h'ii;a, N ~al; 11-0,f;wlJ'Y)S 
E F al. S1 has "that bath been uplifted," S2 « not unto heaven shalt thou be 
uplifted," k "ne quomodo in crelum elata es." The variation between the 
two Greek readings is explicable as due either to a repetition of the µ, of 
Karpapvaovµ, or the omission of the µ, of µ,1,. The rendering of S2 is due to 
misunderstanding of µ,1,. Either reading gives a good sense. For the exclama
tory question, cf. 714 rl i;uv½, K,r.>... 

Karaf31Ji;TJ] B D; Karnf31/3ai;/J1Ji;TJ, N Cal. The former is probably original 
here, and is due to assimilation to Is 1415 on the part of the editor. The 
latter is due to assimilation to Lk. by the copyists. 

25. The editor here inserts a paragraph which, in Lk. 1021-22, 

occurs after the return of the Seventy. 
25. At that time Jesus answered and said, I praise Thee, Father, L 

Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou didst hide these things from 
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wise and prudent men, and didst reveal them to babes.] Lk. has : 
" In that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, and 
said," etc. 

,hroKpi0ilc; o 'I17a-ovc; t:i,uv] For the Hebraistic &:rroKpi0i{c;, see 
Dalm. Words, pp. 24 f.-l~oµ.o,\oyovµ.ai] used as in the LXX = 
~ M'11l'l, "to give praise to"; cf. 2 S 2256, and see Kennedy, Sources, 
p. 118. In view of the dependence of vv.28• 29 upon Ecclus 51 23•27, 

cf. also Ecclus 511· 17. Tavra in this connection means the 13vva.µ.eic; 
which the men of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capharnaum failed to 
recognise in their true bearing, and the methods of the divine 
Wisdom which the Jews misunderstood.-a-o<f,wv Ka, O"VV£Twv] i.e. 
the Jews, with their arrogant condemnation of Wisdom's methods.
v~,riot<;] i.e. the children of Wisdom who justified her methods. 
There is an underlying contrast here between the stereotyped 
orthoaox Jew, who misunderstood Christ's teaching, and the 
unlearned, childlike simplicity of His disciples, the "children of 
Wisdom," who accepted it. 

L 26. Yea, 0 Father, because so it was well-pleasing before Thee.] 
So Lk.-b ,raT~P] For the nominative used as the vocative, cf. 
Blass, p. 87, and 27 29 0 /3aa-tA.€V<;.-f.y£V€TO ivl3oK{a €f-1,1Tpoa-0iv <rov] 
is equivalent to the late Hebrew and Aramaic 1~!'.l,~ j11i, 0'1i' ~U/i. 

Cf. 71~!'.l~~ )1~ W, B. Berakhoth 17a 29\ B. Taanith 24\ and 
"11 oip ~U/i ,,1~, Targ.Jud. 1323• 

L 27. All things were delivered to Me by My Father. And no one 
understandeth the Son except the Father. Neither understandeth 
any one the Father except the Son, and he to whom the Son wills to 
reveal (Ht'm).] Lk. has yivwa-Kn T{c; £.a-nv for Emyivwa-Kn, and Ka, T{<; 
£<rTlV o 1TaT~p for ovl3e TOV 1TaTlpa Tl<; Jmyivwa-KH. £1Ttyivw<rK€lV is 
used in 716• 20 1435 1712 in the sense "to recognise," and so four 
times in Mk. Jn. uses yivcJa-Knv of the relationship between 
Father and Son. See Abbott, Johannine Vocabulary, 1626. 

For the aorist ,rapi/36017, cf. ivl30K17a-a, 317 ; £.136017, 2818• 

The idea involved is of a pre-temporal act, and carries with 
it the conception of the pre-existence of the Messiah. The 
same thought probably underlies the i],\0ov of 517 1034, and 
the &,roa-n{,\avra of 1040• For the belief in the pre-existence 
of the Messiah, cf. Enoch 483 "Before the sun and the 
signs were created, before the stars of heaven were made, 
His name was named before the Lord of Spirits," 486 " He has 
been chosen and hidden before Him before the creation of the 
world, and for evermore"; and see Charles on Enoch 483 ; Schurer, 
u. ii. 160; Bousset, Rel. Jiid. pp. 250 ff.; Volz, Jiid. Esch. pp. 
217 ff.; Weber,Jiid. Theol. p. 355; Dalm. l'Vords, pp. 129 ff., 299 ff. 
Dalman endeavours to show that "Judaism has never known 
anything of a pre-existence peculiar to the Messiah antecedent to 
His birth as a human being"; but however true this may be of 
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Rabbinical Judaism, traces of a conception of a premundane 
existence of the Messiah or Son of Man in the Apocalyptic 
literature cannot be altogether explained away. For traces of this 
idea in the LXX, see Bousset.-Tov vi6v] The remarkable antithesis, 
the Son-the Father, is found only here in this Gospel. But see 
note on 2436 and Intro. p. lxvi, note 1. It is a reminiscence of a 
side of Christ's teachi_ng whicl;1 is prominent in the Fourth Gospel. 
The occurrence of this verse m both Mt. and Lk., even if the two 
Evangelists borrow from a single source, proves that this saying 
reaches back to an early stage of the Gospel tradition. If, as is 
probable, the two writers drew from different sources, thig tradition 
was widespread. If we add the fact that a similar use of the 
Son-the Father occurs in Mk 1332, this usage as a traditional 
saying of Christ is as strongly supported as any saying in the 
Gospels. It implies consciousness of a unique relationship to God, 
and that relationship, as the context suggests, consisted in part of 
fulness of revelation, "all things were delivered," and in part of 
pre-existence with God. Whether the words as originally uttered 
involved consciousness of pre-existence is, no doubt, open to 
question. But it is difficult not to suppose that the editor of this 
Gospel interpreted them in this sense. The Messiah was super
naturally born of a virgin, 1 18·25• His return from Egypt fulfilled 
the words, "Out of Egypt I called My Son," 2 15• The devil 
challenged Him upon this point: "If Thou be God's Son," 43• 6• 

At His baptism the divine voice proclaimed Him to be "My Son, 
the Messiah, elected by divine choice from all eternity," 317• In 
His teaching He spoke of having come, "I came" (517 1034), and 
of having been "sent" ( rn40). In accordance with this line of 
thought, 11 25·27 are most easily explained if the tenses be treated 
as aorists referring to pre-temporal acts of God wrought in the 
prehistoric " beginning" or eternity : "Thou didst conceal-didst 
reveal-all things were delivered." Since the Son was pre-existent 
with God, it follows that no one knows the Son (i.e. knows fully) 
except the Father; and the reverse is equally true. 

ie Mv] Mv is found after relatives for 11.v in the LXX, in MSS 
of the N.T., and in the papyri; cf. Blass, pp. 60 f.; Deissm. Bib!. 
Stud. 202 ff.; and Moulton, Class. Rev. 1901, p. 32, Gram. pp. 42 f., 
who speaks of it as "a fashion of the first and second centuries." 
"It seems fair to conclude that 11.v in cents. 1 and 2 was written 
by those who were particular about correctness, and that N.T. 
writers, therefore, used predominantly the popular Mv." 

28-30. These verses are peculiar to this Gospel. 
Come unto Me, all who labour and are burdened, and I will L 

refresh you. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me. Because 
I am meek and humble-hearted: and you shall find refreshment for 
your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden t"s light.] There 
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seems to be an undoubted dependence of these words upon 
Ecclus 50, 5 x. Cf. the following : 

Mt n 25 E!oµ,o>..oyovµ,a{ <rot 7r0,T£p KvptE TOV olipavov Ka£ rijs yijs. 
Ecclus 511 l!oµ,o>..oy~uoµ,at <TOt KvptE {3a<rtA£V ••• l~oµ,o>..oyovµ,ai. 

5 I lO E7r£KaA£<T<1JJ,,YJV Kvpiov 7raT£pa Kvptov µ,ov. 
Mt 11 28 8£vT£ 1rp6c; µ,£. Ecclus 51 23 JyyfrraT£ 1rp6c; µ,l. 

II 28 1r<1vT£c; oi K07rLWVT£c;. 5 127 tK01r{aua. 
I 1 29 tl.paT£ T6V {vy6v µ,ov 5126 TOV Tpd.X!JAOV fiµ,wv 

lcp' fiµ,iis. v1r60£T£ v1r6 {vy6v. 
n 29 Kal µ,a0u£ d.1r' lµ,ov. 5126 Ka£ E7rL8£!au0ro .;, 

I l 29 Ka£ £Vp~<T£T£ d.va1rav
<TtV Tat<; I/Jvxa1,c; 
fiµ,wv. 

1/Jvx~ vµ,wv 1rai-
8£tav. 

5127 Kal £:r,pov lµ,aVT<f 1ro>..
>..w d.va1rav<rtv. 

For this last phrase, cf. also Ecclus 628 and J er 616, Heb. The 
LXX has Ka£ £VP~<T£T£ dyviuµ,ov Tats ifrvxai:c; vµ,wv. 

29. Tov {vy6v µ,ov] See on 1038, and cf. Ab 36 " Whoso 
receives upon him the yoke of the law "; B. Berakhoth 13" "Yoke 
of the kingdom of the heavens" ; "Yoke of the commandments," 
Schemoth R. Par. 30 (Wiinsche, p. 217); "the yoke of God," 
Ps-Sol 78 ; 1]JJ,,£ts v1ro {vy6v uov, 1732• 

There is throughout this passage an underlying contrast between 
the Pharisaic conception of religion and the teaching of Christ. 
The Pharisees maintained the authority of the law as traditionally 
interpreted : Christ had a higher authority ·committed to Him by 
the Father. "All things were delivered." The Pharisaic treat
ment of the law made it a heavy burden; cf. 234• Christ's 
teaching was a light burden and an easy yoke. The Pharisaic 
conception of religion made them despise the unlearned and 
common people. Christ summoned to Him these simple folk 
groaning beneath the burden of religion as expounded by the 
Pharisees. The paragraph may be paraphrased as follows : "I 
praise Thee because Thou hast concealed the working of Wisdom's 
methods from the orthodox Pharisaic formalist, and hast revealed 
them rather to simple-hearted peasants innocent of religious techni
calities. So Thy divine pleasure foreordained it. The Pharisees 
claim authority and inspiration. I have complete and final authority 
from the highest source. The Pharisees fail to recognise the Son 
of God, and indeed no one knows Him but the Father. They 
misrepresent God, and indeed no one knows Him but the Son, 
and those to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. The Pharisees 
despise the unlearned and simple, and burden them with the heavy 
burdens of their expositions of the law. But I bid those who are 
weary of carrying Pharisaic loads to come to Me that they may be 
relieved. Let them take in exchange the yoke of allegiance to 



XI. 29-XII. l.] MINISTRY IN GALILEE 

Me; let them be disciples of one who is a sympathetic teacher, 
not harsh nor arrogant. They shall find My yoke which I lay 
on them to be mild, and My burden which I impose to be 
light." 

27. We should expect: "And no one understandeth the Father save the 
Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal Him." The insertion of the words 
relating to the knowledge of the Son by the Father do not seem in place in 
the context, and the order "the Son," "the Father" is unexpected. Iren. 
i. 13. 2 has the reverse order, but in iv. I 1. I he ascribes this order to "those 
who wish to be more skilful than the Apostles." The same order is given 
by Just. Dial. 100 and Apo!. i. 63, and by Tertullian, Adv. Jl,farc. iv. 25. 
But the difficulty is not removed by reversal of the order of' the clauses. 
Even if placed second, the clause relating to knowledge of the Son by 
the Father seems irrelevant to the context. But it occurs also in Lk., and 
is no doubt genuine in Mt. The connection seems to be as follows: "All 
things were delivered to Me by My Father," i.e. "I was appointed as the 
agent of His revelation of Himself." " And no one understands the Son 
save the Father," i.e. "My true nature and functions are known to God 
alone." "Nor does any one understand the Father save the Son, and he to 
whom the Son wishes to reveal Him," i.e. "As the appointed representative of 
the Father, I alone have full knowledge of Him, which I can imparno whom 
I will." But there does not seem to be any clear connection of thought with 
vv. 25-26, where the Father is the revealer of things hidden from the wise. 
The link of "revelation" (o:ireKaXvif;as, v. 25 ; a:1roKaXvif;a1, v. 27 ) may have 
brought together detached sayings in a source lying behind our two 
Evangelists. 

( 6) Hostility of the Pharisees, 121-45• 

XII. The editor now wishes to illustrate the grounds of the 
hostility of the Pharisees to the Messiah and His work. For 
material for this he goes back to the earlier point at which he left 
Mk.'s narrative, i.e. 2 23• He borrows Mk 2 28-28 = Mt 121-s, and 
also the next section, Mk 31-6 =Mt 129-14• In vv.15-21 he sum
marises Mk 37-12, and adds a reference to the Old Testament. As 
he has already inserted Mk 318-19", this brings him to 319h-21• For 
this he substitutes Mt 1222-28, thus completing a series of three 
incidents illustrative of Pharisaic hostility. For arrangement in 
threes, see Introduction, p. lxv. 

1. At that time, Jesus went on the Sabbath day through the It 
cornfields. And His disciples were hungry, and began to pluck ears 
of corn, and to eat.] Mk. has : "And it came to pass that He 
was going on the Sabbath day through the cornfields; and His 
disciples began as they went to pluck the ears of corn."-lv 
' ' ~ ~ ' '0 ' 'I ~ ] Mk h ' ' ' • ' £K£LV<t> TI/! Katpl/;l £7ropw 'YJ O 'YJUOVS • as Kat £Y£V£TO avTov-
6ia1ropru£u0at. The editor avoids Kal l:ytv£To as a connecting link 
except in a special formula; see on 318• lv EKdvl/! T'tl Katpf£ occurs 
three times, here, 11 25, and 141, in this Gospel; never in Mk. or Lk. 
We have just had it in 11 25• Formulas have a way of appearing in 
close connection in this Gospel; cf. dr,; bA'YJV T~v y~v EK£LV'YJV, 926 ; 

EV il>..u Tyj Yii EK£lVTJ, 981 ; the construction &vaxwp'YJUIJ,VTWV 6£ aVTWY 
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-18011, 2 1• 13• 19• 7rapay{veTat 'Iwav'I'},, 31; 7rapay{veTat O 'l'l']CTOVS, 313 ; 
the construction UKOVCTas Oe-avex,wp'l']CTEV, 412-18 51; the construction 
Kal. i11-f3avn avT0-'YJKOAOV01']CTav avTc;;, 823. 28; KaL JJ,ETa/3as £KEWev, I 529 ; 

Kal lteA0wv £KE'i0ev, I 521 ; the construction KaL i11-f3a,-OtE7r£pacrc, 
91• 9• Cf. Intro. lxxxvi. The editor avoids Mk.'s pleonastic Bia-
7ropcvccr0ai Bia by substituting the simple verb. Cf. 7r£pt7raTWV 7rapa, 
418, for Mk.'s 7rapaywv 7rapa; and cf. Intro. XXV.-TOtS cra/3/3acrt] from 
cra/3/3aTa, which seems to correspond to the Aramaic ~Q~~, but is 
declined as though it were a neuter plural.-Ta cr7r6pi11-a] = sown 
land or crops, seems to occur only here.-oi Se 11-a01']mt] for Mk.'s 
Ka{ oi 11-a0YJTa{, see Introduction, p. xx. i7rdvacrav Ka[ is omitted 
by Mk. For l7rdvacrav, see on 42.-~ptavTo T[AAciv] Mk. has 
~p~a.YTO ooov 7TOt£tV TlAAOVTC\,. Mt. omits the ambiguous o8ov 
7rotetv and substitutes after crTaxvas, Kal. fo0fov. Mk. specifies 
one action, "making a way " and "plucking" ; Mt. has two, 
"plucking" and "eating"; Lk. has three, "plucking;'' "rubbing 
with the hands," and "eating," The "eating" already involved 
in Mk.'s "plucking" is probably an explanatory addition of the 
later Evangelists. The "plucking" was, probably, from a Pharisaic 
standpoint, regarded as work on the Sabbath. "Reaping" is 
one of the thirty-nine kinds of work forbidden on the Sabbath 
in the Talmud, B. Shab. 73b; and Lightfoot, Hor. Heb., quotes 
Maimonides as saying: "To pluck ears is a kind of reaping." 

M 2. And the Pharisees saw it, and said to Him, Behold, Thy 
disciples do that which ls not lawful to do on the Sabbath.] Mk. 
has : "And the Pharisees were saying to Him, See! \,Vhy do they 
on the Sabbath that which is not lawful P "]-oi oe] as often for 
Mk.'s Kal oi.-lo6vT£s eT7rav] for Mk.'s l)l.eyov. For the form eT7ra, 
see Blass, p. 45; Moulton, Class. Rev. 1901, p. 36.-ioou oi 
11-a0YJm{ crov] Mk. has simply iol.-1rowvcriv o ovK ltecrnv 7rotetv 
lv cra/3/3a.T'f!] Mk. has : 7TOLOVCTLV TOLS cra/3/3acriv o OVK €~ECTTLJ/. 
cra/3/3aTov is the Greek form of the Hebrew n~~-

M 8. And He said to them, D£d you not read what David did, 
when he was hungry, and those who were with him.] Mk. has : 
"And He saith to them, Did ye never read what David did when 
he had need and was hungry; he and those who were with him?" 
o Se El7rev] as often for Mk.'s Kal. Alyei.-ovK] for Mk.'s ovol7roTe.-
• ' ' ] Mk h l • ' ~ ' ' ' oTE e1reivacrev . as two c auses : OT£ xreiav ecrxev Ka£ e1r£Lvacrev. 
For Mt.'s omission of one of two synonymous clauses, see Intro-
d t. . ' ' ' ' ~] Mk fi ' ' UC 10n, p. XXlV.-KaL Ol JJ,ET avTOV • pre xes avTOS. 

M 4. How he entered into the house of God, and ate the bread of 
the setting forth, which was not lawful for him to eat, nor those 
who were with him, but for the priests alone ?] Mk. has : "How 
He entered into the house of God in the time of Abiathar the 
high priest, and ate the bread of the setting forth, which it is not 
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·lawful to eat save for priests, and gave also to those who were with 
him." In clause a Mk. has l-1rt 'A(3uU}ap apxieplw,. Mt. omits as 
an erroneous reference (as do D latt S1 in Mk.), Ahimelech (LXX 
Abimelech) being high priest at the time; cf. 1 S 211.-Tov, apTov<, 
"1"'1/'> 7rpo0iCTew,] is one of the renderings of the LXX for the Hebrew 
0')!:lil on,; cf. 2 Ch 419. Other renderings are tl.pToi lvwmoi, Ex 
2529 j oi d.pTOt oi 7rpoKdµevoi, Ex 3918 j apTOL TOV 7rpoCTw-:rov, I K 216. 
For its meaning, see Deissm. Bib. Stud. p. 157 .-8 oliK llov ~v 
a&0 cpaye'iv ov3E Tot, f.LET, alirov ei p,~ TOL, iepEVCTLV µovoi,] Mk. has: 
ot, ovK lteCTTLV cpaye'iv el µ~ TOV, iepe'i, Kat l3wKEv Tot, CTVV a&4' otCTw. 
Mt. assimilates To'i, CTvv a&0 oiCTiv to oi µeT' aliTov .of v.a, and 
substitutes the easier dative for Tov, iepe'i,. 

Christ meets the complaint that His disciples work on the 
Sabbath by pleading necessity, and by quoting an analogous 
instance sanctioned by Scripture. The charge was based on the 
Rabbinical exposition of the law of the Sabbath. " Plucking the 
ears" was not in itself an offence, cf. Dt 2325, but it came under 
the category of work forbidden on the Sabbath by scribal tradition. 
Against this tradition Christ appealed to Scripture. David ate the 
shewbread. That was an illegal act. But he was impelled by 
necessity. In the same way the action of His disciples was 
sanctioned by their need. 

5. The second point in Christ's answer in Mk. is the statement L 
that "the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath," 
with the inference that "the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath." It 
is clear that this last statement in . the form given by Mk. does 
not very well suit the context. It is the disciples who were 
blamed, not Christ Himself. Very possibly o vio, TOV av0pw1rov 
is a r11istranslation for "man." This would give the required 
justification of the disciples. The Sabbath was made to subserve 
man's need, therefore man is lord of the Sabbath, and may use it 
as need requires, working upon it if necessary. But Mk.'s Kat 
V,eyev aliTD'i, may be a hint that he has added here words spoken 
on the occasion of some other Sabbath dispute, when Christ Him-

·. self was attacked, and the o vio, Tov av0pW1rov would be in place. 
Mt. omits the words Kal £Aeyev-3ia. TO ua/3/3aTov, and substitutes 
a second appeal to the Old Testament. Just as it furnished a pre
cedent for the breaking of religious regulations in case of necessity, 
so it also sanctioned the overruling of .general laws (in this case 
the prohibition of work on the Sabbath) in particular cases. The 
editor then adds an appeal to the general tenor of the Old Testa
ment witness, as illustrated in Hos 66, and ends with Mk 228. 

The argument in these verses is not easy to follow. The action 
of the disciples is in no sense parallel to that of the priests in the 
temple; nor could the fact that the priests obeyed the injunctions 
of the law, by working on the Sabbath, justify the disciples for 
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disobeying the scribal expositions of the law which prohibited work 
on the Sabbath. The appeal to Hos 66 is more suitable in such 
a context as 913, where the editor has again inserted it, than it is 
here. 

It seems probable, therefore, that the editor here, as elsewhere, 
adds to a particular incident sayings spoken on other similar occa
sions. He is also, probably, influenced here by the difficulty of 
the present text of Mk vv.27-28• "The Sabbath was made for man
so that the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath," seems to have no 
bearing upon the disciples and their plucking the ears of corn. If 
& vi6c, Toil &.v0ptiJ1rov is a mistranslation for "man," the saying 
becomes pertinent, "Man is lord of the Sabbath." That justifies 
the action of the disciples. But "the Son of Man is Lord of the 
Sabbath" seems to be no true inference from the preceding clause, 
nor to have any bearing upon the action complained of. The 
editor, therefore, omits "the Sabbath was made for man, not man 
for the Sabbath," and, losing sight of the incident of the disciples 
and the ears, adds a saying in which Christ on some other occasion 
justified His own action in working on the Sabbath. The priests 
in the temple work on the Sabbath. That is to say, the sanctity 
of the temple overrides Sabbath regulations. But the Messiah is 
greater than the temple. Much more, therefore, can He dispense 
Sabbath rules. For the Son of Man (=the Messiah) is, in virtue of 
His personality, Lord of the Sabbath. 

L 5. Or did you not read in the law, that on the Sabbath the priests 
in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are without guilt ?]-w To/ 
voµ.1/!] Cf. Nu 289• 10.-/3£/371Aov<nv] i.e. by performing the actions 
necessary to the offering of the sacrifices. 

L 6. But I say to you, That more than the temple i's here.] The 
"more than the temple" is the Son of Man= the Messiah. If the 
temple was not subservient to Sabbath rules, how much less the 
Messiah! 

L 7. But if you had known what is "Mercy I wish, and not 
sacrifice," ye would not have condemned the guiltless.] See on 918• 

The words are of the nature of a parenthesis. The yap of the 
next verse continues the thought of v.6• 

M 8. For the Lord of the Sabbath is the Son of Man.] Mk. has : 
iJJuT£ Kvpioc, lunv & vi6c, TOV &.v0p6J1rOV Kal TOV ua/3/3aTOV. Mt.'s yap is 
necessary to his argument. The Messiah is greater than the temple, 
for He is Lord of the Sabbath, i.e. =to God who ordained it. 

1-8. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in one or two striking 
details. Both omit &&v 1Tot£w from Mk 23, and specify the "eat
ing." Both have £!1Tav for l\£yov in Mk 24, and £!1r& for Alyn in 
Mk 25• Both insert µ.ovovs (-ois) in Mk 26, and both omit xpdav 
lux£v from Mk 25 ; l1rl 'Af3ia0ap &.pxi£p€W', from Mk 26, and T6 
ua{3{3aTov-T6 uaf3{3aTov from Mk 27• It does not, however, seem 
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necessary to suppose that they had a second source other than Mk. 
See on 84• 

9. And having departed thence, He went into their synagogue.] M 
Mk. has: "And He entered again into a synagogue.":..___Kat µ£raf3as 
iK£t0£v] for Mk. 's Kat-?TaAiv. ?TaALV as a connecting link in descrip
tive narrative is characteristic of Mk., occurring 26 times. Mt. 
generally avoids it. For lKiWhv, see on 421• Kat µiraf3as lK£'i0iv 
occurs again in 1529• µiraf3aiviiv 5 times in Mt., never in Mk. 
-tJAOiv Eis] avoids the redundancy of Mk.'s Eiu~A.Oiv-ds. See 
on I 21.-ds T~V uvvaywy~v avrwv] Mk. has simply ds uvvaywy~v. 
Lk. also has the article. . 

10. And, behold, a man having a withered hand. And they M 
questioned Him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath? that 
they might accuse Hi"ln.] " Mk. has : "And there was there a man 
having the hand withered. And they were observing Him, if He 
would heal him on the Sabbath, that they might accuse Him."
Kat lBov] See on 1 20• Mk. has Kat ~v iKEL. -xlipa lxwv t11pav] 
Mk. has l~paµµw11v lxwv T~V xi'ipa. Lk. also has t11pa. -Kat 
' ' , ' ' ' ] Mk h ' ' , ' ' £?TEpwr11uav avrov "-Eyovns . as Kat ?Tapir11povv avrov. -EL 

Jtiunv-0Epa?T£v£Lv] Mk. has d-0ipa?T£vu£L avr6v. For El before 
a direct question, cf. Blass, p. 260. 

Mk. has here : "And He saith to the man having the withered 
(t11pav) hand, Rise into the midst. And He saith to them, Is 
it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life 
or to kill? And they were silent. And looking round at them 
with anger, being grieved at the hardness of their hearts." Mt. 
omits all this. He elsewhere omits clauses which describe Christ's 
human emotions. See Introduction, p. xxxi. Here he substitutes 
instead an example of the doing good of which Mk. speaks in v.4• 

That he may introduce vv.11• 12 the editor changes Mk.'s "they 
were observing Him, if," into a direct challenge, "they asked 
Him if." 

11. And He said to them, What man of you shall there be, who L 
shall have one sheep, and if this fall on the Sabbath into a pit, 
will he not take hold of it and lift it out?] 

12. How much therefore i's a man better than a sheep ? So that L 
it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath.] Lk. has similar sayings 
differently worded in another miracle, 141-6. There is no sufficient 
reason for thinking that the two Evangelists drew from a common 
source. 

11. ?Tp6f3arov lv] See on 819, and Blass, p. I 44. S1 S2 ffl k omit lv. 
12. ?TO<T<:_> otv 8iacplpH] Cf. I 0 31 ?ToAAwv urpov0{wv 8iacplpiri, 626 

ovx VJJ.,ELS µaAAov 8iacplpin avrwv. 
13. Then He saith to the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And M 

he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, as the other.] Mk. 
has : " He saith to the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he 

9 
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stretched it forth, and his hand was restored." For ToTE, see on 
27.-£11r£KaTEcrra011] For the double augment, see Blass, p. 39. 
Omit vyi~,, S1 S2 latt. 

M 14. And the Pharisees went out, and took counsel against Him, 
how they might destroy Him.] Mk. has : "And the Pharisees 
straightway, with the Herodians, went out and gave counsel against 
Him, how they might destroy Him."-i1;£A0ovTE, Si] as often for 
Mk.'s Kat £1;£A0ovT£<;. After cf?apicrataL, Mk. has £v0v, 1-ura 'TWV 
'Hp<:JSiavwv. For the omission of £v0v,, see on 316• The editor 
omits the Herodians here, but retains them in 2 2 16 = Mk 1213.

crvflf3ov.>..iov l.>..af3ov] Mk. has i8t8ovv or i1rowvv. crvflf3ovAwv Aa1,
/3aveiv occurs 5 times in Mt., here and in 22 15 271. 7 2812• crv,_,_
f3ovAwv occurs in Plutarch, Rom. 14, Lucull. 26; and in Ditten
berger, Sy!!. 316. 11 (second cent. B.c.), 328. 7. 8, 334. 7. 29, 39, 
55, 5 7 ( 7 3 B.C.) ; and twice in Egyptian Papyri of the second 
century. See Deissm. Bib. Stud. p. 238. 

M 15, 16. And Jesus perceived it, and departed thence : and there 
fallowed Him many, and He healed them all; and He char,_zed them 
that they should not make Him known.] The editor summarises 
Mt 37-12, which he might have omitted as not congruous to this 
chapter of controversy. But Mk 37• 12 suggested to him a contrast 
between the Lord's quiet work of healing and His avoidance of 
publicity, and the hostile clamour of the Pharisees. He adds the 
quotation from Isaiah to emphasise the contrast.-o Se: 'I11crov,] 
as often for Mk.'s Kat o 'I11crov<;. yvov, is not in Mk. £K£7.0£v 
added by Mt.; see on 421.-~KoAov011crav avn,] 1roAAo{] Mk. has 
1TOAV 1Tfl.q0o,-~KOI\.OV01}CT£V. -1Tavra,] Mk. has 1TO/\./\.ov<;. For a 
similar change, see on 816• Lk. also has 1ravra,. -£1T£T{!-'-11crw] Mk. 
has 1roAAa i1r£r{fla. Mk.'s adverbial 1rofl.Aa (13 times) is generally 
omitted by Mt. He retains it twice, 133 1621 ; and has it once 
besides, 2719• For the substitution of the aorist for the imperfect, 
see Introduction, p. xx. 

The editor here adds a fulfilment of prophecy. 
0 17-21. That it might be .fulfilled which was spoken through 

Isaiah tlze prophet, saying, Behold My Son, whom I adopted; My 
Beloved, in whom My soul was well pleased : I will put My spirit 
upon Him, and He shall announce judgement to the Gentiles. He 
shall not strive, nor cry out; nor shall any one hear H-is voice in the 
streets. A bruised reed He shall not break, and smoking flax He 
shall not quench, until He bring forth judgement to victory. And in 
His name shall Gentiles hope.] 

81rw, 1r.>..11pw0n, K.r . .>...] For the formula, see on 1 22• The 
quotation is fro~ Is 421-4• The only trace of the LXX seems to 
be in the last clause, where the Hebrew has "His law" for 
"His name." The editor may be translating from the Hebrew, 
but more probably is using an existing Greek version which is 
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already presupposed in Mk 1 11• The passage had probably been 
adapted in Christian circles in order to bring out the conception 
that the Messiah, the Son of God, accomplished the career that 
had been foretold of the idealised nation. We should expect to 
find vios here or ?Tats in Mk 111 = Mt 317• But vi6s as more 
applicable to the Messiah may have been substituted for ?Tats 
either by the author of the Greek second Gospel, or at some stage 
between his time and the first appearance of the quotation in this 
Greek form. ?Tats in Mt. is either a return to the original form of 
the quotation in Greek, or a reminiscence of the LXX.-Sv yjpfrura] 
aipeT{(eiv is a late word common in the LXX. It is used as= 
equivalent to "adopt" in I Ch 286 OTl vpl.nKa iv awce eTva{ µ,ov viov; 
Mai 317 Sv -rp07rOV aipeT{(n av0pw7rOS TOV viov; Kaibel, Epigrammata, 
2 5 2 : aipeT{<ras 0£ ?Tarijp <rTopya1, cpv<riv <?TpoTlpYJ<rEv, The aorist here 
and in evOoKYJ<TEV may simply be due to imitation of the Hebrew 
tenses, but in the mind of the Christian translator probably imply 
the eternal pre-temporal act of God in the election of the Messiah. 
b ayaTrYJTO, 1wv = the Messiah, see on 317.-eis Sv evOOKYJ<TEv ~ lflvx~ 
1.wv] in 317 iv ,e evooKYJCTa. For the good pleasure of God in the 
Messiah as shown in election and adoption to Messiahship and 
Sonship, cf. Eph 1 4·6, and see Bacon, Am. Journ. Theo!. ix. 458 ff. 
-a?TayyEAEt] Heb. is ~'1'l', LXX Uo{<Tn. aTrayylMnv, a very 
common LXX word, seems to be a translation according to the 
sense.-lp{<rn] The Heb. is i'lJ1'', LXX KEKpatETal.-Kpavya<rn] 
Heb. ~i:!'', LXX av~<T£l ( cf. ~t!') = av{Yjp.,l, Gn I 824, J OS 2 419, Is I 14 

2 9 464).-Kpavya(ew] only here in Mt., is used once in Ac 2223, 

and 4 times in Jn. of a multitude of people, and once Jn 11 43 of 
Christ at the tomb of Lazarus. By earlier writers it is used of 
discordant forms of utterance-of a dog, Plat. Rep. x. 607 ; of 
a drunken man, Demosth. Con. 1258; of a raven, Epict. Diss. 
iii. 1. 37; of shouting in a theatre, ib. iii. 4. 4.-KaTeateiJ For the 
augmented fut., cf. Blass, p. 52; Moulton, Class. Rev. 1901, p. 
36.-eis VtKo,] Heb. no~,, LXX ds aA~0nav, but cf. Hab 14 

~t)t!'O M1')S ~1'• ~s. After Kp{<riv, Is 424" is omitted, the translator's 
eye passing from ~tli:!'O to the second occurrence of the same word. 

22. The editor here omits Mk J19h•21• He elsewhere omits 
Mk.'s references to a house, see on 1515 ; and also elsewhere omits 
the descriptions of the thronging of the multitude; cf. the omissions 
of Mk 1 33 from Mt 816, Mk 1 45 at Mt 84, Mk 2 2 from Mt 91, 
Mk 39 from Mt 1215, And he has probably fel_t objection to Mk 321, 

especially i!Aeyov yap on Ul<rTYJ, The copyists of Mk. have felt 
the same difficulty. D has lt£<r-ra-rai awovs; a b d ff i q exsentiat 
eos. But a reminiscence of this verse betrays itself in the 
ltt<r-rav-ro of Mt 1223• There follows in Mk. the statement that 
"the scribes . . . said that he hath Beezeboul," and this is 
followed by a short rebutting discourse of Christ. Mt. has here 
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a short introductory miracle followed by a much longer discourse, 
in which are verses parallel to the discourse of Mk. Thus : 

Mt 1222-23. Introductory miracle. 
24-26 Mk i2-26. 
27-28, 
29 

so. 
31. 32b 

i3-37, 

= 
328-30. 

Here follows the statement that some of the scribes asked for 
a sign, v.s8, and a discourse in answer, vv.39-45. The question of 
relationship is complicated by the parallels in Lk. Lk. omits Mk 
322-30 in its order. It should come at Lk 619 or 84. But later in his 
Gospel he has a discourse which is very similar to that in Mt. Thus: 

Mt I 222-23 Lk I I 14. 
24-26 = Mk 322-26 = 15. n-18 

Lk. has here combined the request for a sign which in Mt. comes 
later with the charge of demoniac agency. 

Mt 1238 Lk II16• 
27-28 19-20, 
29 
so 
43-45 

Mk 327 

, Lk vv.27-28 have no parallel in Mt. 

21-22. 
23 
24-26. 

Mt vv.31-37 have no parallel in this discourse in Lk. 
Mt 1239-42 Lk II29-32. 

It will be seen that both Mt. and Lk. prefix an introductory 
miracle. Both have parallels to Mk 23-26, but in this section Mt. 
and Lk. have verbal agreements against Mk. E.,K, : 

dSw,; Se TOS lv0vJJ,~<r(L<, avrwv £l'1TEV aliro'i:,;, Mt 25 = aVTO', Se dSw,; 
avTWV Ta Siai,o~p,ara El'ITEV avro'i:~, Lk 17. 

?Ta<ra /3a<rLAELa JJ,Ept<r(h'i:ua, Mt 25 = ?Ta<ra /3a<riAda - Siap,EpL<r-
0£t<ra, Lk 17. Mk. has Kat lav /3a<rt/l.£La-p.Ept<r0fi. 

lpYJp,ovrai, Mt 25, Lk 17. Mk. has ov Svvarat <rra0~vai ;, {3a<rtll.£ta 
EK£LVYJ, 

'1TW<;-<rra01<r£Tat ;, /3a<ri11.da avrov, Mt 26, Lk 18. Mk. has 0~ 

Svvarai <r~vai a/I.II.a T£/I.O<; lxn. 
Both have parallels to Mk 27, but here Mt. agrees closely with 

Mk., whilst Lk. considerably diverges. Mt. embodies Mk 28-30. 
Lk. omits. Further, in Mt. the whole discourse falls into two 
portions, one an answer to the charge of demoniac agency, the 
second an answer to a request for a sign. In Lk. the charge and 
the request are combined, but the discourse is divided by vv.27-28, 
which have no parallel in Mt. And, lastly, Mt. has a section, 
31-37, which has no parallel in the discourse in Lk. It is not easy 
to explain adequately this complex relationship. The fact that 
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Lk. omits Mk.'s paragraph at the place where it would naturally 
o~cur in his Gospel, and gives instead a longer discourse . later in 
his Gospel, would naturally suggest the explanation that he had 
before him a second source containing this longer discourse at a 
later period in Christ's life, and that he abandoned Mk. to follow 
this source. Cf. his omission of Mk 116-20 at Lk 415, because he 
proposes to insert a little later, 51-11, a similar narrative from 
another source. Cf. his omission at 856 of Mk 61·6, because he 
has inserted a similar account in 416-30• It seems, therefore, 
necessary to suppose that Lk. had a second narrative before him 
containing matter parallel to Mk 322-30• That being · so, it is 
natural to suppose that Mt. also had a discourse longer than 
Mk 322-30, and containing many features parallel to Lk. Their 
divergence in many points makes it unlikely that they were copy
ing from the same document. More probably they had before 
them different sources containing discourses in many respects 
parallel to one another. To some extent their agreement may be 
due to Lk.'s reminiscence of Mt. Mt.'s source is probably the Logia. 

22. Then there was brought to Him a demoniac, blind, and E 
dumb : and He healed him, so that the dumb spake and saw.] 
Lk. has: "And He was casting out a dumb devil. And it came 
to pass when the devil was gone forth the dumb spake." Mt. has 
already inserted in 932-83 a similarly worded miracle : " Behold, 
they brought to Him a dumb demoniac. And when the devil 
was cast forth, the dumb spake.'' It is striking that Lk n 14 is not, 
as we should expect, so nearly agreed with Mt 12 22 as with 
Mt 932-33• It must remain doubtful whether this miracle was in 
the sources used by Mt. and Lk. It is quite possible that in 
932-34 Mt., wishing to add another miracle, described as shortly as 
possible the healing of a deaf demoniac (see on 932), the fact of 
such a healing being current in Christian tradition. At 1221 he 
wants a suitable introduction to the following discourse, and 
rewrites shortly a similar account. But it is curious that he 
should not have specially mentioned, as in 933, the "casting out" 
of the devil in order to prepare for the lK/3a>..>..n of 12 24. Lk., 
when inserting in 1114ft', the discourse which follows, has felt the 
same need of an introductory miracle. His choice of a deaf 
demoniac may be due to reminiscence of the two passages in Mt., 
or may be accidental, and due simply to the fact that both 
Evangelists inserted in this same connection the story of a deaf 
demoniac, known to them as an incident current in Christian 
tradition, of which no details had been preserved. Given the fact 

· of the healing of a dumb demoniac, the agreement in language 
between Mt 932-33 and Lk 1114 is not very remarkable. It would 
be difficult to describe the bare fact of such a healing without 
some verbal agreement. 
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TOT£ 1rpoo-T}vlx0TJ ai'.mi,] For TOTe, see on 2 7• For 1rpoo-cpEpeiv as 
characteristic of Mt., see Introduction, p. lxxxvi. 1rpoo-T}vlx.0TJ is 
the reading of ~ C D al latt. B S1 S2 have 1rpou~vEyKav, as in 932• 

For the passive, cf. 1824 1913. 
E 23. And all the multitudes were astonished, and said, Is this 

indeed the Son of David 7] lt{urnvTo only here in this Gospel. 
It is a reminiscence of Mk 321• For "Son of David" as a title of 
the Messiah, see Dalm. Words, 319 ff. 

M 24. But the Pharisees heard it, and said, This man doth not 
cast out devils, except by Beelzeboul, chief of the devils.] Mk. has: 
"And the scribes who had come down from Jerusalem were saying 
that He hath Beelzeboul, and that by the chief of the devils He casts 
out devils." Mt. and Lk. independently, or Lk. by reminiscence 
of Mt., fuse together the two clauses of Mk 22, and wrongly make 
Beelzeboul equivalent to the chief of the devils and Satan. In 1025 

/3ee)..,tE/3ovA. is a name of reproach. Here in Mk. it seems to be 
the name of a demon by whom Christ was regarded as possessed. 
But it is not equivalent to Satan, the /1.pxwv Twv Saiµ,ov{wv from 
whom Mk. distinguishes Beelzeboul. For Beelzeboul,1 see on 1025• 

· M 25. And knowing their thoughts, He said to them, Every kingdom 
divided against itself is made desolate; and every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand.] Mk. has: "And having called 
them, He was saying to them in parables, How can Satan cast 
out Satan? And if a kingdom be divided against (E1r{) itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be divided against itself, 
that house shall not be able to stand." Lk. agrees closely with Mt. 
in omitting the summoning of the disciples, in substituting the know
ledge of the thoughts of the Pharisees, and in combining Mk.'s 
two analogies into one clause. "But He (avTos), knowing their 
thoughts (Siavo~µ,aTa), said to them, Every kingdom divided (Sia
µ,epio-0eto-a) against itself (l<f,' fovT~v as in Mk., Mt. has Ka0' fovnjs) 
is made desolate, and house falls on house," or "a house (divided) 
against a house falls.''-oiKos] Mt. and Mk. have olK{a. Well
hausen argues that "house" in Aramaic, and so here, means "a 
political territory," as in "house of Lysanias.'' This would give 
an appropriate meaning in Mt. No kingdom torn by internal 
dissension can escape devastation. And no city or State so divided 
can long maintain its independent existence. Lk.'s source seems 
to have differed here from Mt.'s. 

M 26. And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; 
how therefore shall his kingdom stand 7] Mk. has : "And if Satan 
rise up against himself and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath 
an end.'' Lk. agrees closely with Mt.: "And if Satan be divided 
(Siew.p{o-0TJ) against himself, how shall his kingdom stand?" Lk. 

1 CD a/have B,eXl"e,BouX, and so Eph. Syr., the Armenian and the Arabic 
Diatessaron. ~ B have BCEte,BovX, as in xa25. S1 S2 have Beelzebub, as in 1025• 
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adds here : "because you say that by Beelzeboul I cast out devils"; 
cf. Mk v. 30• 

27-28. And if I by Beelzeboul cast out devils, your sons by whom L 
do they cast (them) out? therefore they shall be your judges. But if 
I by the Spirit of God cast out devils, then the kingdom of God came 
upon you.] These verses are not in Mk. Lk. has them in verbal 
agre_ement with _Mt., except t~at he has 8aKTv.\l/:> for -rrvevp.an. 
Chnst, after urgmg the absurdity of the charge brought against 
Him (25-26), now throws back the accusation upon the Jews. 
They, too, practised exorcism. Were they also the agents of 
Beelzeboul ?-oi vioi vp.wv] means "people of your own race and 
religion," i.e. Jews. It is here an Oriental circumlocution for" you." 
For an example of Jewish exorcism, cf. Jos. Ant. viii. 46, 47 (quoted 
on 829), and Ac 1913.-Sia. Tovrn] occurs II times in Mt., 3 in Mk., 
4 in Lk.-Kpim1 vp.wv] "shall convict you of hypocrisy in accusing 
Me of employing diabolical arts whilst you yourselves practise 
exorcism."--rrvevp.an 0rnv] Lk. has the striking 8aKTVAl/;I 0rnv; cf. 
Ex 819 <15) where it is applied to a miraculous event, and Dt 910.

ecf,0arrev] cf,06.vav occurs only here in the Synoptic Gospels. With 
prepositions it means to "arrive at," "reach to," "come upon"; 
cf. Jg 2034 OVK ,yvwrrav 6Tl cf,06.vei l-rr' avrnvc; 71 KaKCa. The aorist is 
difficult, and we should expect the perfect. The same unexpected 
aor. occurs in I Th 2 16 ,cf,0arre SE l-rr' avTOV<; 71 opy~. "If I by the 
Spirit of God cast out devils, then when I began my work, or when 
I came, the kingdom of God came to and amongst you, though 
you were not aware of it." {3arr. Tov 0eov occurs 4 times in Mt, 
here and in 1924 21 31· 43• The kingdom is here regarded as some
thing present. But only by anticipation. Where the Messiah was, 
there must be the kingdom in some sense. But in a fuller sense 
it was still future, to be inaugurated when He came on the clouds 
of heaven. 71 f3arri.\da Tov 0eov here is certainly due to the source 
used by the editor, in this case probably the Logia, which therefore 
contained sayings about "the kingdom of God" and "the kingdom 
of the heavens." The reason why the editor did not here sub
stitute the latter for the former no doubt is that he always uses 
,lJ {3arri.\e{a rwv ovpavwv in an eschatological sense, which would 
here be out of place ; cf. Introduction, p. lxvii f. 

29. Or how can any one enter into the house of" the strong man," M 
and spoil his goods? unless first he bind "the strong man," and 
then he will spoil his house.] Mk. has: "But no one can, having 
entered into," etc. Lk. has a different version of the saying.-~ 
-rrw,] In Mk. the saying is loosely appended to the preceding with 
&..\.\&.. The saying about the strong man and his goods bad probably 
become proverbial; cf. Ps-Sol 54 oli yap .\~ij;ETat (TKVAa av0pw-rroc; 
'lraptL &.v8poc; 8vvaTOV; Is 4924 I'-~ A~p.ij;em{ w; -rrapa, y{yaVTO, (TKVA.a. 

So far from acting as a subordinate of Beelzeboul, Christ had 
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invaded his territory, and by ejecting devils from the possessed, 
was spoiling his goods. This implied a previous victory over him. 

L 30. He that £snot with Me is against Me : and he that gathereth 
not with me scattereth.] So Lk v.23. 

In this war against Satan's strongholds there are only two sides : 
for Christ or against Him, gathering with Him or scattering with 
Satan. 

M 31. Therefore I say to you, Every sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven to men : but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be 
forgiven.] Mk. has : "Verily I say to you that all things shall be 
forgiven to the sons of men,1 the sins and the blasphemies where
with soever they shall blaspheme. But whosoever shall blaspheme 
against the Holy Spirit hath not forgiveness for ever, but is guilty 
of an eternal sin. Because they were saying that He hath an 
unclean spirit." Lk. has no parallel in this discourse, but in 1210 has 
"He who blasphemed against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven." 

In Mt. the meaning seems to be : "You have taken sides against 
Me in the war against Satan. In so doing you have committed 
an unpardonable sin, because in charging Me with being an agent 
of Satan you have hardened yourselves against a revelation of God's 
Spirit working in Me." 

M 32. And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of Man, 
it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever shall speak against the Holy 
Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this age nor in the 
coming.] This verse seems to repeat the thought of the last, the 
difference being that as a contrast to speaking against or blasphemy 
against the Spirit, we have here speaking against the Son of Man 
in particular, instead of all sin and blasphemy in general. The 
two verses seem to be different recensions of the same saying. 
Mt. has probably conflated Mk. and his other source, or Mk. = 
the other source and another form of the saying known to him. 
Lk. in 1210 has: Kal 1ra, 6, lpli Myov £1, TOV viov TOV av0pw1rov 
',I,. 0, , ~ ~ .,, , ' ffA ~ /3,\ ,I,. , , 

~'1'£ 1/TETaL aVT'('" T<(l 0€ EL, TO ywv 7rVEvµ.a a1T-p'YJ/J-'YJ1TaVTL OVK 

acpE0TJ<rErai. Lk. appears to borrow the first clause from Mt 32, 

the second from Mt 31 = Mk 29• He may have done so from 
memory, or may have had the saying before him in this form. If 
Mt 32 and Mt 31 = Mk 28-29 be different recensions of one saying, 
it is probable that Mk.'s striking Tot, viot, TWV av0w1rwv and Mt.'s 
KaTa TOV viov TOV av0pw1rov go back to the same original Aramaic 
phrase. Of the two, Mk.'s phrase is probably the more accurate 
translation. "Anything shall be forgiven to men save blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit," gives a clear and intelligible meaning. 
On the other hand, " Opposition to the Son of Man is pardon
able, opposition to the Holy Spirit is unpardonable," is difficult to 

1 This Aramaic "sons of men"=" men" occurs only here in the Synoptic . 
Gospels. Mt. avoids it. 
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explain. How could the Pharisees be supposed to be able to 
distinguish between the Son of Man ( = Christ?) acting as such, 
and the Son of Man driving out devils by the power of the Spirit. 
We have here a fairly clear instance where an original Aramaic 
phrase meaning " sons of men"=" men '"' has been mistakenly 
represented by b vio, Tov &.v0pw1rov. Mk 428 is probably another 
instance. The general drift of vv.31• 32 seems to be: "You accuse 
Me of Satanic methods in casting out devils. In reality I cast 
them out by the power of God's Spirit. In substituting Satan for 
the Holy Spirit you are guilty of blasphemy. And this is an 
unpardonable sin. It is the lie in the soul."-ovn EV,TOVT<e Tei' 
alwvi OV'l"E lv T'f' p,lHovn] Mk 1030 has: EV Tei' a1wvi T<e Epxop,lvce. 
So Lk.; but Mt. omits. Lk. also has: Tov alwvo, TovTov, 168 2034, 

and Tov alwvo, lKdvov, 2035• These phrases are connected with the 
distinction which is common in apocalyptic literature of the first 
cent. A.D. between the present and the future age. See Dalm. 
Words, pp. 147-156; Volz, Jiid. Eschat. p. 57; and cf. 2 Es 750 

"the Most High hath not made one world, but two" ; 747 

" the world to come " ; Apoc. Bar 157• 8 4415 " the world to 
come." The distinction is also found in Rabbinical literature ; 
cf. Aboth 2 8• Hille! said: "He who acquires for himself the 
words of the law, acquires for himself the life of the age which 
is coming." Dalman says of this, "if genuine." Ber. R. 44 
(Wiinsche, p. 209): According to Jochanan hen Zaccai, c. So A.D., 
God revealed to Abraham "this age, but not that age." According 
to Akiba, " He revealed to him both ages." "The currency of 
these expressions ' this age,' the future age," says Dalman, "is 
at all events established by the end of the first Christian century." 
Mt. has also 5 times the expression <TVVTEAeia Tov a1wvo,. See 
on v. 39.-ovK acpe0~<Terni] B has oti p,~ &.cpe0jj. For this construc
tion, see on 518• 

88-85. The editor here inserts a paragraph which is similar to 
one which he has already recorded in the Sermon on the Mount, 
717-20. Lk. in his Sermon, 643-45, also has a similar section, which, 
however, is more closely in agreement with Mt 12 than with Mt 7; 
that is to say, Lk 643 and 44h = Mt 718· 16, whilst Lk 644a, 45 = Mt 
r333c. 34b. 35. Lk. is here perhaps conflating the words·of his source 
for the Sermon with reminiscences of Mt 13. 

88. Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the L 
tree rotten, and its fruit rotten : for by the fruit the tree is known.] 
Cf. 717· 18, Lk 643• The meaning here is "Be consistent. Either 
allow My acts of casting out devils to be good in result, and 
attribute the power to do such good acts to the Holy Spirit; or 
condemn them as evil in result, and attribute them to Satanic agency." . 

84. Ye offspring of vipers, how can you speak good things, being L 
· evil?] This has no parallel in Lk. The meaning is : " The 
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reason why you utter judgements which directly gainsay plain facts 
is to be found in your evil nature." 

L 34. For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.] 
L 35. The good man from the good treasure brings forth good 

things : and the evil man from the evil treasure brings forth evil 
things.] Cf .. Lk 645 "The good man from the good treasure of 
(his) heart brings forth ('1rpocnplpEt) the good. And the evil man 
from the evil brings forth the evil. For out of the abundance of 
the heart his mouth speaketh." 

The meaning is : "Your malicious judgements come from the 
treasure-house of your malicious nature." 

36-37. These verses have no parallel in Lk. 
L But I say to you, that every idle utterance that men shall speak, 

they shall give account concerning it in the day of judgement. For 
from thy words shall thou be acquitted, and from thy words shalt 
thou be condemned.] 

36. ,rav pr,µ,a apy6v] The Pharisees might urge that their say
ing of v.24 was after all only a pleasantry, and did not express their 
real beliefs. Christ warns them that such idle utterances, because 
they come from the heart (v.84), give expression to the inward 
nature, and will be called into judgement no less than the reasoned 
statement or the outward action. The last verse, with its change 
to the singular and its substitution of Myo, for pr,p,a, sounds like 
a quotation or a proverbial saying. Clause (a) is perhaps a 
reminiscence of Ps 506 J,rwc, llv 8tKatw0fj, lv To'i:, A6yoi, crou. 
For 8 M.v, see on 1127• 

L 38. Then answered Him certain of the scribes and Pharisees, 
saying, Teacher, we wish to see a sign from Thee.] In Lk II 16 this 
request is combined with the accusation at the head of the 
discourse. "But others tempting (Him), were seeking a sign from 
heaven from Him." 

T6TE] see on 27. 
L 39. And He answered and said to them, An evil and adulterous 

generation seeks for a stin; and a sign shall not be given to it, 
save the sign of Jonah the prophet.] Lk. has : "And when the 
multitudes were crowding together, He began to say, This 
generation is an evil generation : it seeks a sign, and a sign 
shall not be given to it, save the sign of Jonah."-p,oixaX{,] means 
apostate, disobedient, and unfaithful to God. 

E P L 40. For as Jonah was in the belly of the monster three days 
and three nights; so shall the Son of Man be in the heart of 
the earth three days and three n(r;hts.] Lk. has : "For as Jonah 
was a sign to the Ninevites, so shall be also the Son of Man to 
this generation." 

It is probable that Mt. (or the writer of his source) has para
phrased the saying as recorded by Lk., in order to explain the 
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parallelism between Jonah as a sign and the Son of Man as a 
sign. "As Jonah was a sign." But how was he a sign? Cer
tainly not simply because he preached. His messag~ of warning 
could in no true sense be called a sign. He was a sign because 
of his remarkable experience recorded in Jon 1-2. "So shall 
the Son of Man be a sign," in virtue of His remarkable life's history 
from beginning to end. The writer of the saying as recorded in 
Mt. has wished to make this parallelism clear. He has done so 
by illustrating it from one particular event in the life history of 
Jonah and of the Son of Man, in connection with which there 
was, as it seemed to him, a striking coincidence. The Son of Man 
(=Christ) foretold, as tradition recorded, that He would rise 
again after three days_; cf. Mk 831 931 1034, Mt 27 63• (This was 
traditionally interpreted as equivalent to " on the third day," cf. 
Mt 1621 1723 2019, Lk 922 1833 24 7• 46, Ac rn40). It might, therefore, 
be said that He lay in the grave for three days. Mt. turned to 
the Book of Jonah, and found in 2 1 the words: KaL ~v 'Iwvas ev -ri, 
Koi>-..{'l- ,-ov K~Tovs TpE'is ~Jdpas KaL TpE'is v6Krn,. Here was material 
for a comparison. J onah's wonderful story of guidance and pre
servation culminated in his sojourn in the belly of the sea monster 
followed by his miraculous deliverance. This, as illustrating his 
whole unique experience, made him a sign to the Ninevites. He 
preached to them as one miraculously accredited. The life history 
of the Son of Man culminated in His sojourn in the grave, followed 
by His miraculous resurrection. This, as illustrating His whole life 
of wonder and marvel, constituted Him a sign to the men of that 
generation. Mt. has, of course, rather forced his analogy.1 Putting 
aside the fact that according to Christian tradition Christ lay in 
the grave only one whole day and parts of two others, he has 
tried to increase the parallelism by adding TpE'is vvKrns, when at 
the most there were only two. 

The words ~v 'Iwva,-vVKTaS are borrowed from Jon 21.-Tfi 
Kapol'f -n)s y~s] cf. Dt 411 Heb. "the heart of heaven," and cor 
marts, 4 Es ( = 2 Es R.V.) 1325• 51, 

41. The men of Nineveh shall rise up at the judgement with this L 
generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the message 
of Jonah; and, behold, more than Jonah is here.] Lk. transpo,es this 
and the next verse, probably simply in order to secure a chrono
logical sequence. He has this verse in verbal agreement with Mt. 

&.vacr~crovrni ev ,-f, Kp{crEi] shall stand or rise up at the judgement. 
Except in this and the next verse, Mt. uses ~p,lpa Kp{crEws in this 

1 For an early attempt to account for the "three days" and "three nights," 
see the Sy,-iac Didascalia (ed. Lagarde), p. 88, where the "three days" are 
reckoned as Friday 6 a.m. to noon, Friday 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday; 
the "three nights" as Friday 12 to 3 p.m. (darkness=night), Friday night, 
and Saturday night. 
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sense; cf. ro15 u 22• 24 1236• For 7/ Kp{uis = the last judgement, 
cf. Lk ro14• The idea is that at the final judgement the men of 
Nineveh will indict the men of this generation for not having 
repented at the preaching of Christ, who had been a greater sign 
to them than Jonah had been to the Ninevites. Wellhausen 
urges that in Aramaic "stand or rise up in judgement with "'means 
"to accuse." That is true; but even so the implied period of 
accusation must have been the final judgement day. The Greek 
translator, who rendered the Aramaic original by avauT~uoVTai lv 
Tij Kplun µmf,, only made his words express what he supposed to 
be implied in the original.-?TA.ei:ov 'lwva.] cf. 126 Tov tepov µei:Cov. 

L 42. The queen of the South shall n"se up at the judgement with 
this generation, and shall condemn it : for she came from the ends of 
the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, more than 
Solomon t"s here.] So Lk. with Twv av8pwv after µmf.. lyep0~uerni 
is synonymous with avau~uerni of v. 41• Both represent the same 
Aramaic word.-v6Tov] In 1 K 101 ~~ff= LXX ~a/3&. Jos. Ant. 
viii. 165 calls her queen of Egypt and Ethiopia. But Sheba was in 
southern Arabia. Wellhausen remarks that this is the earliest 
instance of the name Jemen (="south" = v6Tos) for South-West 
Arabia. 

L 43-45 are placed by Lk. ( 11 24-66) earlier in the discourse. There 
they seem to illustrate the futility of the methods of the Jewish 
exorcists (v.19). These seem to do the same work as Christ, but 
really they act against Him (v.20); for the evil spirit whom they 
drive out returns, making the sufferer worse than before. In Mt. 
the verses seem rather to describe the condition of the Jewish 
nation in Christ's time. They had formerly repented at the 
summons of God, and their evil spirit had been driven out. 
But it had returned with seven others. And now the condition 
of the nation was such that even the preaching of Christ had no 
effect. Or the passage may have been added here by the editor, 
with immediate reference to the preceding verses, as bearing upon 
the subject of exorcism with which the discourse started. It is 
possible that Lk. may have tried to improve the connection by 
placing the verses within the body of the discourse. 

L 43. But when the unclean spirit t"s gone forth from the man, he 
passes through waterless places, seeking rest, and finds none.] So Lk. 

'th ' ' ' ,. ' ' ' ' '~ ' ] D WI /J-'Y/ evpi<rKov 1or ovx evpiuKn.-avvopwv To1rwv emons were 
thought to dwell in deserted places. Cf. Is 1321 3414, Bar 435, Rev 
182, Mk 510• For the waterless place, cf. the incantation gi,·en in 
Thompson, Devils and Evil Spirits of Babylonia, i. pp. 61, 167: 

"Neither with sea water, nor with sweet water, 
Nor with bad water, nor with Tigris water, 
Nor with Euphrates water, nor with pond water, 
Nor with river water, shalt thou be covered." 
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And for desert places as the abode of demons, cf. the same work : 
p. I 2 3 : "0 evil spirit-to the desert. 

0 evil demon-to the desert. 
0 evil ghost-to the desert. 
0 evil devil-to the desert. 

p. I 39 : 0 evil spirit, get thee forth to distant places. 
0 evil demon, hie thee unto the ruins. 

A ruined desolate house is thy home." 
44. Then he saith, I will return to my house whence I came L 

out; and having come, he finds it vacant, swept, and ador.ned.] So 
Lk. with fnr6cn-petftw el, Tov oiK6v p.ov for d, Tov oTK6v p.ov EtrurTpltftw ; 
but N* A D al S1 S2 omit CTKOAa(ovra in Lk,-u-xo>..a(ovTa] Rare in 
this sense; cf. Plut. Cai Gra:c. 12; and of uncultivated land, Plut. 
Timol. eh. 2 2 end.-u-ap6w J A late form of u-a{pw, Artem. ii. 33. 

45. Then he goeth, and taketh with himself seven other spin'ts L 
worse than himself, and entering in they dwell there; and t/1e last 
state of that man becomes worse than the first.] So Lk. without p,e0' 
'1aVTov, and with itrTa after fovTov.-'1trTa] For the seven evil spirits 
of Babylonian demonology, cf. Thompson, pp. xlii ff. 

So shall it be to this evil generation.] These words are not 
found in Lk. 

( 7) His relations seek Him. 
46. The editor now goes back to Mk 331-35. In Mk. Christ is in a 

house (319h), where the preceding discourse was presumably uttered. 
But in Mt. the last place mentioned -is the synagogue of 129. In 
1215 He leaves the synagogue, and in I 2 22 a blind and deaf demoniac 
is brought to Him ; but no detail of place is given. 

While He was still speaking to the multitudes, behold, His M 
mother and brethren had taken their stand without, seeking to speak 
to Him.] Mk. has : "And His mother and His brethren come, 
and, having taken their stand outside, sent to Him, calling Him." 
The outside here means outside the house in which He was (319). 
In Mt. the outside must be interpreted as on the outskirts of the 
crowd. The editor is obliged to rewrite Mk.'s opening words, 
ln avrnv >..a>..ovno,] Cf. the insertion of a similar formula, Tavra 
avTov AaAovVTo,, as a connecting link, in 918.-Tot, 5x>..oi,] cf. v. 23.
lSov] See on 1 20,-('Y}TOVVTE, avn't, AaA~u-ai] Mk.'s U7r£CTTEtAav trpo, 
avTov KaAovvTe, avT6v is unsuitable here, where Christ is separated 
from His relatives only by the circle of people round Him. Mt. 
anticipates the ('Y}Tovu-{v u-e of Mk v.32 which he omits. 

48. And He answered and said to him who told Him, Who is M 
My mother 7 and who are My brethren 7] The editor summarises 
Mk vv.32, 33 "And the crowd sat about Him; and they say to Him, 
Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren without seek Thee. And 
He answered them, and saith, Who is My mother and brethren?" 
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M 49. And He stretched out His hands towards His disciples, and 
said, Behold My mother and My brethren I] Mk. has : "And He 
looked round at those sitting in a circle about Him, and saith, 
Behold My mother and My brethren!" It is in Mt.'s manner to 
make the reference apply specially to the disciples.-l8ov] for Mk.'s 
i:8£. See on 120• 

M 50. For whosoever shall do the will of My Father who is in the 
heavens, the same zs My brother, and sister, and mother.] Mk. has: 
"Whosoever shall do the will of God, he is My brother, and sister, 
and mother." For Tov 7raTp6, p.ou Tov lv ovpavo'i,, see on 516• Cf. 
Aboth 522 "Be bold as a leopard, and swift as an eagle, and fleet 
as a hart, and strong as a lion, to do the will of thy Father which 
is in heaven." 2 4 "Do His will as if it were thy will, that He 
may do thy will as if it were His will. Annul thy will before 
His will, that He may annul the will of others before thy will." 
B. Berakhoth 16b "Our will is to do Thy will." See also on 6 12 

47. ~•CD E allatt insert here: "And one said to Him, Behold, Thr, 
mother and Thy brethren are standing without, seeking to speak to Thee. ' 
Mk. has : "And there sat about Him a multitude ; and they say to Him, 
Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren outside are seeking Thee." The verse 
in Mt. is rightly omitted by N* B L r S1 S2 ff1 k. Mt. has purposely omitted 
the corresponding clause in Mk., and has only taken from it the f71Tovlllv /le= 
s"7JTDVVTes auT,;; XaXi)llai, Mt 46• The interpolator has written the words to 
assimilate to Mk. and Lk., and to prepare the way for v. 48• If the verse were 
genuine, Mt. and Lk. would agree against Mk. in fllTTJKalliv, as they do in 
the next verse in ei1rev for AE"/«. 

(8) Illustrations of His parabolic teaching, 13. 
XIII. The editor now comes to Mk 4. 

M 1. On that day Jesus went (out of the house?), and sat by the 
sea.] Mk has : "And again He began to teach by the sea." 

lv lKdv11 Tfj 'Y//1,lP'l-] inserted to make the connection doser, as 
in 2223, and as a substitute for Mk.'s 7rnAtv, which Mt. often omits. 
£K rij, olK[a, if genuine is a reminiscence of Mk 319h Kat lpx£Tat 
£l, olKov, which Mt. had omitted, but which still underlies 1246 ; 

but D S1 a be ff1 2 g1 k omit £K rij, olK{a,. B omits lK. C E al have 
a7r6. The words are probably a gloss to explain l[I.A0wv.-l.Ka0riTo] 
Mk. has ~p[aro iMacrK£iv. Mt. often avoids ~p[aTo. For iKa0'YJ'To, 
cf. 1529• It is suggested here by the Ka0~cr0ai of the next clause 
in Mk. 

M 2. And there were gathered to Him many multitudes, so that 
He embarked into a boat, and sat.] Mk. has : " And there is 
gathered to Him a very great multitude, so that He embarked 
into a boat, and sat in the sea."-cruv~x0ricrav] for Mk.'s hist. 
pres., as often,-oxAoi] for Mk.'s singular, as often. Mt. omits 
Mk.'s superfluous iv Tfj 0aAacrCT1J. 

:m: And all the multitude had taken its stand on the shore.] Mk. 
has: "And all the multitude were at the sea upon the land."-l7rt 



XIII. 2-9.] MINISTRY IN GALILEE 143 

Tbv aiyiaMv] For aiyia.A.6,, cf. v. 48• Mt. avoids Mk.'s redundant 
"at the sea upon the land." Cf. Introduction, p. xxiv. 

8. And He spake to them many things in parables, saying, Be- M 
hold, the sower went out to sow.] Mk. has : "And He was teach
ing them many things in parables, and He said to them in His 
teaching, Hear; Behold, the sower went out to sow." 

?ToHa] Mt. generally omits Mk.'s adverbial ?ToAAa..-EMX-r;uEv] 
abbreviates Mk.'s i8{8aCTK£V-Kat EAEyEv avTOt<;; EV Ti, OLOO.X17 aVTov. 
See Introduction, p. xxiv.-,-ou u?TdpEtv] for Mk.'s CT?TEtp~i. Mt. 
has ,-oii with inf. 7 times. The present tense emphasises the con
tinuance of the action. See Blass, p. 196 f., and note on n 1• 

4. And during his sowing, some fell by the wayside, and the M 
birds came and devoured them.] Mk. has : "And it came to pass 
during the sowing, some (o) fell by the wayside, and the birds 
came and devoured it."-a] Mk. has the singular. For Mt.'s 
preference for plurals, see on 826.-EMoVTa-Ka,-icpayEv] for Mk.'s 
;>..0ev Kat KaTecpayEv. 

5. And others fell upon the stony places, where they had not much M 
earth; and immediately they sprang up, because they had not depth of 
earth.] Mk. has : "And other fell upon the stony place, and where 
it had not much earth ; and immediately it sprang up because it 
had not depth of earth."-0:>..>..a] plural again, and so in ?TETpwo'Y/ 
for Mk.'s a>..>..o and ?TETpwOE<;;; see on 826• But Mk. has a>..>..a in 
v.8 and ?TETpWO'YJ in v.16.-a>..>..a 8l] for Mk.'s Kat a>..>..o, as often. 

6. And the sun having risen, they were scorched; and because they M 
had not root they withered.] Mk. has: 1' And when the sun rose," etc. 

7. And others fell upon the thorns, and the t/iorns grew up and M 
choked them.] Mk. has: "And other (sing.) fell into the thorns; 
and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it gave no fruit."-a:>..Xa 
OE for Mk.'s Kat a>..>..o, as often.-a?TE?TVl[av] Mk. has CTVVE?TVL[av. 
In Mt. ~ D have the simple verb, which occurs also in 1828, Mk 
513, a?Te?Tvitav may be an assimilation to Lk. 

a. And others fell upon the good ground, and was giving fruit.] M 
Mk. has : "And others fell into the good ground, and was giving 
fruit, growing and increasing." Mt. omits Mk.'s rather obscure 
last three words, see Swete.-a:>..Xa OE1 for Mk.'s Kal a>.>..a, as often. 
br{ is easier than Mk.'s El,. " Some an hundred, and some sixty, and 
some thirty fold.'' Mk. has : "And was bearing one thirty, and one 
sixty, and one an hundred fold.'' Mk.'s EI,-iv-lv is due to mis
translation of the Aramaic t:(,n ~ll or Hebrew in; cf. 11t:(0 in ~ll, 
Gn 2612 (Targ.) = an hundred fold, i1l/::IC' in, Dn 319 = sevenfold. 
Cf. Exp. Times, xiii. p. 330, and so now Wellhausen on Mt. Mt. 
has avoided the Aramaism by substituting 0-0-0. 

9. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.] Mk. has : "And M 
He said, Who hath ears to hear, let him hear." The words occur 
again in Mt n 15 and 1343• 



144 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW [XIII. 10, 11. 

1-9. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: 
6XAOL 1roAAo{, Mt 2 = Jx>..ou 7rOAAov, Lk 4• Mk. has Jx>..os 7rAEt(TTOS. 
Tov u1rE[pEiv, Mt 8 = Tov u1rEtpai, Lk 6. Mk. has u1rEtpai alone. 
lv T'fl u1rdpnv a-irr6v, Mt 4, Lk 6• Mk. has Kat lytvETo iv T'fl 

<J'7rElpELV. 
o lxwv, Mt 9, Lk 8• Mk. has 8s lxn. 

M 10. And the disciples came and said to Him, Why dost Thou 
speak to them in parables?] Mk. has: "And when He was in 
private, those who were around Him with the Twelve were asking 
Him the parables." This is ambiguous. Lk. interprets it to mean, 
"asked Him the meaning of the parable." In Mk. we must under
stand that vv.1°-33 refer to teaching on some occasion other than that 
implied in vv.1·9• 85-86• This explains Mk.'s plural 1rapa/30Aas. On 
some other occasion the Twelve and others asked for an explana
tion of the parable of the Sower and of other parables. But Mt. 
prefers to treat Mk 410-38 as a part of the same scene as Mk 1-9, 35-30• 

He therefore omits "And when He was in private," and changes 
"Asked Him about the parables" = "asked Him what the meaning 
of the parables was" into "Said to Him, Why dost Thou speak 
to them in parables?" For 1rpouEA06vTEs, see on 43.-oi µa07JTa[] 
"disciples" in a wide sense. Mt. thus avoids representing the 
Twelve as ignorant of the reason of Christ's use of parables. See 
Introduction, p. xxxiii. 

M 11. And He answered and said that, To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the kinJ;dom of the heavens, but to them it has not 
been given.] Mk. has : " And He said to them, To you the secret of 
the kingdom of God has been given, but to those outside all things 
happen in parables."-µvuT~pia] for the plural, see on 826• The 
singular might suggest that the very conception of the kingdom was 
something unknown. But the idea of the kingdom was current 
and familiar. Christ's teaching about it contained, however, many 
things unfamiliar. Hence the plural. Mt. adds the explanatory 
yvwvai. - 8l8orai] Christ's teaching about the kingdom had 
familiarised His disciples with many conceptions (µwT~pia) of its 
nature and near approach which remained unknown to the masses 
of the people.--µvcr~pia] The word is used in the LXX to 
denote a "secret"; cf. Wis 2 22 "the secrets of God," To 127 "the 
secret of a king," Jth 22 the same, 2 Mac 1321• The representa
tion of eschatological ideas, immortality of the soul, resurrection 
of the body, future judgement, Messianic kingdom as "secrets" 
revealed to the elect, is especially characteristic of the Apocalyptic 
and Sibylline literature, and the word in this sense has been 
adopted by the New Testament writers. See Armitage Robinson, 
Ephesians, pp. 234 ff. S1 a be ffk omit TWV ovpavwv. 

(KELVOlS Se ov 8ES6rni] Mk. has the obscure fKELVOlS Se TOtS Uw 
lv 1rapa/30Aats 1ravTa y[vErni, which may perhaps mean, "all spiritual 
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teaching is like an unexplained parable to the uninitiated," or "to 
the multitude outside (the place where we are)." 

12. For whosoever hath, there shall be given to him, and increased. M 
But whosoever hath not, even that which he hath shall be taken from 
him.] Mk. has a similar clause in 425 "For he who hath, there 
shall be given to him; and he who hath not, there shall be taken 
from him even that which he hath." Similar words occur in 2529 

in the parable of the Talents, and Mt. here adds Kat 1repiuuev0~ueTat 
to assimilate to that passage or in anticipation of Kal 1rpoun0~uemt 
vp,'iv, Mk 424• Here the words seem to refer to spiritual opportuni
ties. The disciples "had," e.g., faith to receive the revelation of the 
secrets of the kingdom. Hence these secrets were entrusted to them. 
The masses of the people "had not" such capacity for divine 
truth. Hence these secrets were withheld from them, because 
the parabolic form in which Christ taught them. only yielded its 
"secret" to those who already had some understanding of the 
nature of the secrets concerned. But the verse does not seem 
entirely applicable here, because it is difficult to give any adequate 
meaning to the last clause. The teaching in parables did not 
bring about the "taking away even what he bath." Mt. has 
probably added them here in order to afford at least a partial 
explanation of Mk.'s obscure "all things happen in parables." 

13. Therefore I speak to them in parables : because seeing they M 
do not see; and hearing they do not hear, nor understand.] Mk. 
has.: "(Happen in parables) in order that seeing they may see, and 
not see; and hearing they may hear,,and not understand; lest they 
should turn, and be forgiven." 

The verse in Mk. is an adaptation of Is 69• 10 aKoii aKovueTe Kat 
ofi JJ,~ <TVV71TE KaL {3>..l1roVTE, {3>..eif;ETE Ka£ ofi JJ,~ W71n-p,~ 7rOTE
£7rt<TTplif;wut Kat lauop,at aliTov,;. In the last clause Mk.'s . Kat 
acpe0fi a&o'i, is nearer to the Heh. ~S ~Em than to the LXX. As 
the words stand in Mk. they describe the purpose of the " all 
things happen in parables." This may mean, "To the unspiritual 
masses of the people, who have no capacity for divine truth, the 
whole of life, and, in particular, all revelation of divine secrets, is 
like an unexplained parable, into the real meaning of which they 
never penetrate. And this condition of things fulfils the words of 
God to the prophet Isaiah, which described the spiritual condition 
of that generation." A modern speaker would use terms of analogy 
rather than of purpose to connect the state of things before him 
with the Old Testament parallel. But in the New Testament any 
condition of things parallel to or analogous to a similar condition 
in the Old Testament is said to fulfil the terms which describe 
the latter. And the use of future tenses in the LXX of Isaiah 
easily lead to the use of the pas<:age as a prediction of future events 
rather than as the description of a present condition. 

10 
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Mt., however, has explained the question of Mk 410 as asking 
after the reason of Christ's use of parables, oia r{ iv 7rapa(3oAa'i, 
AaAE'i, avTo'i,; and introduces this use of Isaiah's language with the 
direct answer, "Therefore I speak to them in parables." He 
cannot, therefore, continue with Mk.'s i'.va, the effect of which 
would be to represent Christ's speaking in parables as purposely 
adopted in order to prevent the people from understanding the 
teaching underlying them. The editor feels that this would be 
intolerable. He therefore changes i'.va into Jn, aµd substitutes 
indicatives for Mk.'s subjunctives. "I speak in parables, because 
the people are not able to receive nor to understand the ' secrets ' 
when revealed in plain language." "They see, and yet do not 
see; and they hear, and yet do not hear, nor understand." 
Nothing is here said (as apparently in Mk.) of the object gained 
by the use of parables, but an explanation is given of the causes 
which made it necessary. But there is implied the inference that 
the object was to present the "secrets" of the kingdom in a form 
which would enable all such as had (v.12) capacity to understand, 
to penetrate their meaning, whilst it would shroud these divine 
secrets from those who had no qualifications for appreciating 
them. In this way Christ fulfilled His own saying, " Give not 
that which is holy to dogs, nor cast your pearls before swine" (76). 

D S1 S2 a b C de ffk add µ~ 7r0T€ £7rl<TTpE,f!waw from Mk. 
14, 15, Mt. here introduces the direct quotation, which is in

directly employed in Mk 512• 

E And there is being fulfilled for them the prophecy of Isaiah, 
which says, With hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive., For the heart of this 
people was made fat, and with their ears they heard heavily, and 
their eyes thq smeared; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should turn, 
and I should heal them.] 

Ka, dva7rAYJpovrai avro'i,] We might expect the editor to use 
the formula 67rw, (i'.va) 7rAYJpw0i, ro pYJ0•v, on which see Introduction, 
p. lxi: But that formula seems to have been characteristic of a 
special group of quotations which the editor had before him in a 
Greek form. In this case he himself has recourse to the LXX, in 
order to quote a passage which has been suggested to him by 
Mk 412• He therefore uses an introductory phrase of his own, 
which was suggested, no doubt, by the 7rAYJPw0fj of the recurring 
formula. The quotation which follows seems to be verbally 
identical with the LXX of Is 69b-10, even to the unexpected fut. 
ind. ia<Fop,ai of the last clause. 

16-17. Cf. Lk 1023-24, Mk 41s. 
L But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they 

hear. For verily I say to you, That many prophets and righteous 
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men desired to see the things which ye see, and did not see ,· and to 
hear the things whz'ch ye hear, and did not hear.] Mk. has : "And 
He saith to them, Do ye not know (oWarE) this parable, and how 
shall you understand (yvwuEu0E) all the parables 1" Mt. omits this 
reproach (see ~ntroduc!i~n, p. xxxiii), and substitutes for it a passage 
from the Logia contammg a statement of the privileges of the 
disciples. This saying also occurs in Lk 102s-24 in a different 
context (the return of the Seventy), and differently worded: "And 
turning to the disciples, privately He said, Blessed are the eyes 
which see the things which ye see ; for I say to you, that many 
prophets and kings wished to see the things which ye see, and did 
not see ; and to hear the things which ye hear, and did not hear." 

vµ,wv U.] The vµ,wv is emphatic, and contains a direct contrast 
to those referred to in avrnt,, vv.10-13, lKHvot,, v_u, and in vv.1s-15. 
" They " cannot understand the parables, and that is why I use 
the parabolic method, because they are not capable of appreciating 
the "secrets " when plainly taught in literal language; "for they 
have blinded their eyes to the light of divine truth. But blessed 
are your eyes, for they see this divine light." 

18. Ye therefore hear the parable of the sower.] The words are in- E 
serted by the editor.-vµ,Et,] "Because your eyes see, you are able 
to understand and to receive the 'secrets' which the parable enfolds-" 

19. In the case of every one who hears the word of tlze M 
kingdom, and does not understand, ther,,, comes the evil one, and 
wrests away that which was sown in his heart. This is he who was 
sown by the wayside.] Mk_ has : "'fhe sower sows the word. 
These are they who (are) by the wayside, where the word is sown. 
And when they hear, straightway cometh Satan, and taketh away 
the word which was sown into them." Mk.'s explanation of the 
parable suffers from condensation. "These are they who are by 
the wayside" interprets 8 µ,'i.v l7rE<TEv 7rapa r~v o86v, v.4, i.e. the seed 
which fell by the wayside describes the case of the people who 
hear the doctrine and allow it quickly to be lost from their memory 
and understanding. Properly speaking, "that which fell by the 
wayside" is the doctrine, and the wayside represents superficial 
hearers ; but Mk. 's loosely connected words seem to confuse the 
seed sown, i.e. the doctrine, with the people amongst whom it is 
sown, i.e. those who hear it. Mt. might have simplified by saying in 
his last clause, "This is, i.e. this is represented by, that which was 
sown by the wayside"; but he follows Mk.'s confusion between 
the seed sown and the people amongst whom it is sown. He adds 
Kat µ,~ uvvu!vro, to explain why the evil one succeeds in wresting 
the seed from them, and substitutes lv rii Kap8{q- avrov for Mk.'s 
harsher Et, avrov,-o 7rov'Y)p6,, as in v.38• 

20, 21. And he that was sown upon the stony places, this is he M 
who hears the word, and straightway with joy receives it; but hath 
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not root in himself, but is ephemeral; and when tribulation or 
persecution for the word cometh, straightway is made to stumble.] 
Mk. has : "And these are they likewise who are being sown on 
the stony places, who, when they hear the word, straightway with 
joy receive it; and have not root in themselves, but are ephemeral. 
Then when tribulation or persecution for the word cometh, straight
way they are made to stumble." There is here again the same 
confusion in Mk., followed by Mt., between the seed and the 
people amongst whom it is sown.-cnrapd,] and so in v. 22 for 
Mk.'s less suitable cnmp6µ,evoi. Mk. has cnraplvTe, in v. 20• b 8' 
for Kai O~TOt; and o-tJK lxe, a, for Ka£ otJK lxovcnv, as often; TOV .X.oyov 
throughout this chapter means the good news of the kingdom ; 
cf. v.19• 

M 22. And he that was sown into the thorns, this is he who hears 
the word; and the care of the world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.] Mk. has : " And, others 
there are who are being sown into the thorns. These are they 
who heard the word ; and the cares of the world, and the desires 
concerning the rest, enter in and choke the word, and it becometh 
unfruitful." Again the same verbal confusion. Lk. here simplifies 
by substituting the neuter: "And that which was sown," etc. Mt. 
omits Kat at 7repl Ta Aot7ra. im0vµ,Cai as being involved in 71 µ,lpiµ,va 
Tov a1wvo,. Tov aiwvo, probably implies the distinction between 
this and the coming age ; see on 1 2 32• 

M 23. And he that was sown upon the good l:round, this is he 
who hears the word and understands, who brings forth and pro
duces fruit, some an hundredfold, and some sixty, and some thirty.] 
Mk. has: " And these are they who were sown upon the good 
ground, who hear the word and receive it, and bring forth fruit, 
one thirty fold, and one sixty, and one an hundred. Lk., again, 
has the neuter - "that which," etc. crvvid,, cf. v. 19, explains 
Mk.'s 7rapa8.ixovmi.-S-S-ii] for Mk.'s lv-lv-lv. See on v.8. 
-S 81] for Mk.'s Ka{, as often. 

The parable as it stands here seems to describe the reception 
of the word, or good news, or teaching (v.19) about the secrets of 
the kingdom (v. 11) as taught by Christ. Some do not understand 
it (v.19). Some cannot endure the persecution with which its 
disciples are assailed (vv.20·21 ). Some are too much preoccupied 
by wordly pursuits to allow it to influence them (v.22). But others 
welcome it, and become true disciples of the kingdom (v.23); 

cf. v.52• 

10-23. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: 
oi µ,a0'Y}rn[, Mt 10 ; oi µ,a0'Y}TaL atJrov, Lk 9• Mk. has oi 7rEpi 

atJTOV crvv TOL', 8w8£KC:t.. 
b 8E-Ei7rw-y,,wvai Ta µ,vcrT~pia, Mt n, Lk 10• Mk. has Kai 

:,\eyev-To JJ,VCFT~pwv. 
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lv TU KapUCf- a-i,rov, Mt 19 = cbro T~<; Kap8tac;, Lk 12. Mk. has 
Ek aVToVi;. 

oi, Mt 20, Lk 13 ; Mt 22, Lk 14 ; Mt 23, Lk 15• Mk. has Ka{. 
24-30. The tares. 
24. Another parable He put forth to them, saying, The kingdom L 

of heaven is likened to a man who sowed good seed in his field.] 
w,uoiw0'1/] The usual introduction of a parable in the later 

Jewish literature is : "A parable. To what is the matter like? 
To," etc. See Bacher, Exeg. Term. i. 121, ii. 121. The use of 
parables is very common in this literature. Examples from the 
Meclulta may be seen in Fiebig, Altjiid. Gleichnisse. , All the 
parables in Mt. which are not borrowed from Mk. are introduced 
with the formula w,uoiw0'1/ or o,uota lent, except 2514-30, which is 
introduced with a simple 6J<J"7rEp, a method also used in the Jewish 
parables. Cf. Fiebig, p. 78. 

25. And whilst men were sleeping, the enemy came and sowed L 
tares in the midst of the wheat, and went away.] 

26. But when the blade sprouted and made fruit, then appeared L 
also the tares.] 

27. And the servants of the householder came, and said to him, L 
Lord, didst thou not sow good seed in thy field? Whence, therefore, 
hath it tares ?] 

28. And he said to them, An enemy hath done this. And the L 
servants say to him, Dost thou wish, therefore, that we go and 
gather them 7] 

29. And he salth, No, lest as you gather the tares ye root up also L 
with them the wheat.] 

30. Let both grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the L 
harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather first the tares, and bind them 
into bundles to burn them; but the wheat gather into my granary.] 

avra £le; O£<J",uac;] LXAS1 S2 abcg12 ff2qomit£1s. Defhk 
omit avra. Epiph. quoted by Tisch. gives oi<J",uas oi<J",uas; cf. 
<J"V,U7r6<J"ta <J"V,U7r6<Tia, Mk 639 ; and see Moulton, p. 97. 

31. Mt. here omits Mk.'s added sayings, 421•25• He has already 
inserted a parallel to 421 in 515, and to 422 in 1026• A parallel to 423 

has already been given twice in 139 = Mk 49; and in 1115• A parallel 
to Mk 424 has been given in i\ and to 425 in v.12• This, therefore, 
brings the editor to 426•29• But it is probable that in the Logia 
he had before him a group of parables containing the Tares, the 
Mustard Seed, the Leaven, the explanation of the Tares, the Hid 
Treasure, the Goodly Pearl, the Drag-net, and a conclusion. He 
turns now to this source, and borrows from it, thus omitting 
Mk 426-29, and substituting for 480•32 the similar parable of the 
Logia. After the third Logian parable, the Leaven, he turns back 
to Mk. and borrows Mk.'s conclusion, 433•34, before continuing 
with the explanation of the Tares from the Logia. Thus: 
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Mt 13. 
Seed growing secretly, omitted 
Tares, 24-30 

Mustard Seed, 31•32 substituted for 
Leaven, 33 

Mk4. 
26-29, 

30-32. 

Conclusion, 34.35 33-34. 

It may seem strange that, having once abandoned Mk at 1324, 
he should take the trouble to borrow from him 433•34, and that he 
should place this not after the Mustard Seed as in Mk., but after 
the Logian parable of the Leaven. By so doing he seems to intro
duce into his chapter two conclusions, 1334•35 from Mk., and 51 ·52 

from the Logia. 
But let us suppose that the Logia contained two groups of 

three parables, separated by the explanation of the Tares, and 
ended with the conclusion, vv.51·52• Thus: 

I 324-30 Tares l 
31-32 Mustard Seed ( First group. 

33 Leaven J 
86-43 Explanation of Tares. 

44 Hid Treasure ) 
45-46 Goodly Pearl ),- Second group. 
47·50 Draw Net ) 

Of course, the difficulty here is in the position of the explana
tion of the Tares. Why does it not stand immediately after the 
parable? Moreover, the reference to the house, v.36, is improbable 
as a feature of the Logia. In any case this is probably due to the 
editor. It does not help us to attribute the whole of vv.36·43 to 
the editor, because the position of the section remains a difficulty, 
and because the section is characterised throughout by phrases 
which are probably due to the Logia. 

It is easiest, therefore, to suppose that the Logian parables 
were arranged as above in two groups of three, separated by the 
explanation of the Tares. The editor having once deserted Mk., 
inserts the first group of three, and then adds Mk.'s conclusion. 
He did not place it immediately after the mustard seed, where 
Mk. has it, because he did not care to break up the grouping into 
three. For his liking for this arrangement, see Introduction, p. !xv. 

81, 32. Cf. Mk 430-s2, Lk i31s.rn_ 

L M 81. Another parable He put forth to them, saying, The kingdom 
of the heavens is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, 
and sowed in his field.] Mk. has : "And He said, How shall we 
liken the kingdom of God, or in what parable shall we set it forth? 
As a grain of mustard seed?" 

/Jp,o{a iuT,11] see on v.~4• Mt. avoids Mk.'s redundancy; cf. 
Introduction, p. xxiv. For Mk.'s w,, cf. 2514, and see on v. 24• 

L M 32. Which indeed is less than all seeds. But when it has grown it 
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is greater- than the herbs, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
heaven come and lodge in its branches.] Mk. has: "Which when 
it is sown upon the earth, though it is less than all seeds which are 
upon the earth, and when it is sown, grows up and becomes greater 
than all herbs, and makes great branches, so that the birds of the 
heaven are able to lodge under its shadow." 

& JUKp6npov JLEV icrnv] Mt. simplifies Mk.'s harsh construction, 
&s-JLiKp6Tepov ov. He also avoids the repetition of ornv cr7rapfi 
and €7rt T1JS yijs.-KaTUCTK1JVOlV] cf. Ps 10412.-iv Tots KAa8ois avTov] 
Mk. has v7ro T~v crKiav avTov. Both expressions are used of birds 
in connection with trees. For v7ro T~v crKiav avTov, cf. Ezk 1 723; 

and for iv TOLS KAa8ois avTov, Dn 418 Th. The latter phrase 
expresses more suitably here the size of the tree. 

Mt. and Lk. have several agreements in this parable as against 
Mk. ; cf. OJLO{a €CTTLV, Mt. Lk. &v Aa/3wv /J.v0pw7rOS €(T7J"Etpev iv T<t> 
&.yp'{! avTov, Mt. = &v Aa/3wv /J.v0pw7rOS l/3aAEV eis K1]11"0V €UVTOv, Lk. 
av,1J0ii, Mt.= 1]1J[1)CTEV, Lk. ; 8iv8pov, Mt. Lk.-iv TOLS KAa8ois avrnii] 
So far as Mt. goes, these variations from Mk. might be easily 
explained as editorial revisions of Mk.'s text. But his omission of 
Mk 426-29, combined with these variations and with the fact that 
the interpretation of the Tares does not immediately follow that 
parable, but comes later, after other parables in vv.36·43, suggests 
that he borrowed the whole section 24•52 (excepting v. 34) from the 
Logia. In that case, when he came to Mk 426 he turned to his 
other source for all that follows down to v.52• His variations from 
Mk 430•32 are then due chiefly to the fact that this parable stood in 
the Logia in a form which differed from that of Mk. Lk. at 818 

omits Mk 426-34, but has the parable of the Mustard Seed com
bined with that of the Leaven later in his Gospel at 1318-21 • He 
probably, therefore, borrowed them from a non-Marean source, 
which may have been the first Gospel, or a source which contained 
these two parables in the same order and largely in the same 
language as the Logia. 

The parable seems to describe the future propagation of the 
word or doctrine of the kingdom. Starting from small beginnings 
in the teaching of Christ, it will spread rapidly and win many 
adherents. 

31, 32. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: 
OJLO{a icrT{v--&v Aa/3wv /J.v0pw7ros-avTov, Mt 31, Lk 18. 19. 

av[1J0ii, Mt 32 = 1]1J[1]CTEV, Lk 19• Mk. has CT7rapjj. 
8iv8pov, Mt 32 = £ls 8iv8pov, Lk 19• Mk. has JLE'i:,ov 7rUVTWV Twv 

Aaxavwv. 
iv TOLS KAa8ois avTov, Mt 32, Lk 19• Mk. has V71"0 T~V CTKLO.V 

aVroV. 
33. Cf. Lk 1320- 21• 

Another parable He spake to them; The kingdom of the heavens L 
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is like to leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leavened.] Lk. has : " And again He said, 
To what shall I liken the kingdom of God? It is like to leaven," 

' ' , '] C h' d ,. Lk' , ' ' ' ' , etc.-oµota E(TTLV ,or t IS an ,or . s TLVL OJJ-OLWCTW-OJJ-Ola ECTT!V, 

see on v.24• The parable, like that of the Mustard Seed, describes 
the propagation of the doctrine of "the kingdom." Like leaven, 
this will spread rapidly until it has accomplished the purpose for 
which it was taught. 

34. The editor now inserts Mk.'s conclusion, 4~3-34• 

M 34. All these things spake Jesus in parables to the multitudes; 
and without a parable He was speaking nothing to them.] Mk. 
433• 34 has: "And with many such parables He was speaking to 
them, as they were able to hear. And without a parable He 
was not speaking to them. But privately He was interpreting 
all things to His disciples." Mt. has omitted Mk 33b and 34b on 
account of the ambiguity of ssb "as they were able to hear." 

35. He now adds one of the series of quotations from which 
he has elsewhere borrowed. 

0 35. That it might be fulfilled which was spoken througlt the 
p;·ophet, saying, I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter 
things hidden from the foundation of the world.]-il1rw, 1r.\:']pw0fi] 
see Introduction, p. lxi, and on 1 22• The quotation is from Ps 
7 72• The LXX there has : &vo{tw iv 1rapaf30.\.a'is -ro crr6µa µov, 
cp(Nytoµai 1rpo{3.\.~µara &1r' &pxij,. The first clause of the Gospel 
quotation betrays reminiscence of the LXX, the second clause 
appears to be an independent translation from the Hebrew. For 
lpevyeCT0at, cf. Ps 183 j and for KEKpvµµlva, cf. 2 Mac I 241• Kara/30.\.~ 
K6crµov does not occur in the LXX, but here, 25 34, Lk 11 50, Jn 1724, 

Eph 14, three times in Heb., 1 P 1 20, and Rev 138 and 178• Cf. 
also Ass. lvios 114 "ab initio or bis terrarum" = w-po Kara/30.\.ij, K6crµov, 
with Charles' note, p. 58. But see critical note on p. 154. 

E L 36. Then having left the multitudes, He went into the house; 
and there came to Him His disciples, saying, Explain to us the 
parable of the tares of thefield.]-;z-6-re] see on 2 7.-&cf,d,] as in 2644 

22 22.-£1, -r~v oiK{av] cf. 131• Mt.'s references to place in this 
chapter are very vague; vv.2-9 were spoken in the boat. 1rpoCT
e.\.06vre,, v.10, may or may not suggest a change of scene, but in the 
former case nothing is said of the disembarkation nor of the scene 
of the following section, 1°-35• The reference here to -rov, ox.\.ov, 
suggests that the whole of 2-35 was spoken in the boat. If so, Christ 
now disembarks and returns to the house. Since the reference to 
the boat and the house are borrowed from Mk., it seems probable 
that -r6-re J.cpd,-oiK{av is an editorial insertion to introduce the 
explanation of the Tares.-1rpocrij.\.0ov] see on 4 3.-8ia:cracp17crov]. 
The verb occurs again in 1831, a probable Logian passage. It is 
found in Dt 15, Dn 2 6 LXX, 1 Mac 128, and several times in 2 Mac. 
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37. And He answered and said, He who sows the good seed i's L 
the Son of Man.] 

. 38. And the field is the world; and the good seed, .these are the L 
sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one.J-
oi viol rij, ,Bacn.\da,J i.e. those who are qualified to enter into it; 
cf. "Son of the coming world," Taanith 2 2", and other phrases 
quoted by Dalm. Words, p. 115. The phrase is used with rather 
a different application in 812• There it means "those who were 
chosen to enter 'the kingdom, but have failed to justifythe choice." 

39. And tlze enemy who sowed them i's the devil; and the harvest L 
is tlze consummation of tlze age; and the reapers are· angels.]~ 
uvvTiAeia aiwvo,] The phrase occurs in vv. 40• 49 243 and 2820• In 
the two latter it seems to have been inserted by the editor into 
his source. · If this section is Logian, the phrase in 243 and 2820 

will be due to the influence of Logian language on the editor. If 
this section is wholly editorial the phrase points to the Jewish 
origin of the editor, for it is characteristic of Jewish, especially of 
apocalyptic, literature. It occurs in He 926• Cf. uvvTi.\eia Twv 
alwvwv, Test. Levi 10; "consummation of the age," Apoc. Bar 837 ; 

"consummation of the world," 5421 ; Dn 1213 <TVVT£Anav ~1upwv; 
"consummation ofthetimes," Apoc. Bar 133 2715; "oftime,"298 ; 

"the day when the great consummation of the great world will be 
consummated," Enoch 161 ; "the end of this time," 2 Es 7113 ; "the 
consummation of the end of the days," Ass. Mos 118• Cf. Dalm. 
Words, p. 155; Volz,Jud. Eschat. p. 166.-ayye.Xoi] cf. 2431• 

40. As therefore the tares are ga'thered and burned with fire; L 
so shall it be at tlze consummation of the age.] 

41. The Son of Man shall send forth His angels, and they shall L 
gather together out of His kingdom all stumbling-blocks, and they 
who do lawlessness. ]-a?To<TTeAet] cf. 24 31.-lK rij, ,Baui.\da, atTov] 
This must not be interpreted in such a way as to suggest that the 
kingdom is conceived of as a present condition of things within 
which tares and wheat grow together. When the Son of Man has 
come, then the kingdom also will have come. Hence at that 
future date the tares can be said to be gathered out of His 
kingdom. 

42. And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be the L 
wailing and the gnashing of teeth. ]-~a,uivov Tov ,rvpo, J only again in 
v.50 a Logian passage; cf. "furnace of Gehenna," 2 Es 736, and 
see Volz,Jud. Eschat. p. 285.-lKet luTai, K.T • .\.] See on 812• 

43. Then the rz"xhteous shall shine as the sun in the kingdom L 
of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.] 

T6Te] see on 27.-oi UKawi £KAaµ.if;ovuiv] Cf. Dn 128 Th. 
' ' ' ' ' ,I, ' ' ' ~ <> ' ' ' ~, ] f KaL OL <TVVLEVTE, "-a,UyOV<TLV-KaL a,ro TWV OLKaLwv.-w, 0 7)"-LO'> C • 

references on 172, and add Ecclus 507 w, ~Aw, lKAap.,rwv; Ep. Jer 
66.-ci lxwv, K.T . .\.] A similar refrain occurs in u 15 139. 
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The parable deals with the period prior to the future establish
ment of the kingdom, during which Christ and His disciples preach 
its "secrets " and announce its coming. See Introduction, p. lxx. 

35. Add 'Ho-alov, ~* curss. and M55. known to Eus. and J er, Omit 
~b BCD 5 1 5 2• The word is certainly notgenuine.-Knra/30:\,Js K6o-µov] ~b 

B I 22 k omit Koo-µov. 5 1 S2 have "from of old" >(lJ,-0 ~?, assimilat· 
ing to the 5yriac and to the Hebrew of the Psalm, which has □,p 'JD. It 
seems probable that Mt. wrote Kara/30:\~s, that 51 and 5 2 assimilated to the 
Hebrew, and that the mass of authorities have added Koo-µov to assimilate to 
the general usage of the N. T. 

36. 0La<Tctq>1]0"0P] ~· B; q>pao-OP, ~c CD al. 5 1 5 2 ~ probably 
implies o,ao-acf>'lo-011. 

44-50. Three Parables from the Logia. 
L 44. The kingdom of the heavens is like treasure hidden in the field; 

which a man found and hid, and from foy goes and sells all that 
he hath, and buys that field.] This and the following parable deal 
rather with the nature of the doctrine of "the kingdom" than with 
the method of its propagation, as in the previons parables. The 
good news of the kingdom is of such value that men will give up 
everything else to accept it. 

L 45, 46. Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant, 
seeking goodly pearls. And having found one precious pearl, lie 
went and sold all that he hath, and bought it.] 

OJ1,0la E<TTt] see on v. 24.-&.v0pwme EJ1,7rOP<e] cf. &.v0pw7rce {3at:nAE,, 
I 823 2 2 2 ; cf. av0pw7rce olKoDE<T1l"OT'{/, I J52 2 I 33• 

L 47. Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a net, cast into 
tlte sea, and gathering of every kind. J 

L 48. Which, when it was filled, they drew to the shore, and sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but the bad they cast away. J 
-ayyYJ] so~ BC M*. &.yyE'ia, DE F al. &.yyE'iov occurs again in 25 4• 

S1 S2 have "the good as good " for Ta KaAa EL, ayyYJ ; see Burkitt. 
L 49, 50. So shall it be at the consummation of the age: tlze 

angels shall go forth, and shall separate the evil from the midst of 
the rii;hteous, and shall cast them· into the furnace of fire: there 
shall be the wailing and the gnashing of teeth.] 

crovu>..d0] see on v. 39.-Ka11-ivov] see on v. 42,-ciKEL E<TTai, K.T.A.] 
see on 812• 

L 51, 52. Have ye understood all these things? They say to Him, 
Yea. And He said to them, Therefore every scribe who has 
become a disciple of the kingdom of the heavens is like a householder, 
who brings out ef his treasure new things and old things.]-7ras 
ypa11-11-auv,] Christ's disciples were to be disciples and teachers 
of His doctrine, just as were the Jewish scribes of the Law and 
of the traditions; cf. 2334 where He describes His disciples as 
"prophets and wise men and scribes."-11-a0YJTEV0d,] only here 
intransitive, no doubt corresponds to i 1o,n, a scholar or disciple. 
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-&v0p,J:"r~ olK08«nr6T17] see on v.45• The thought seems to be of 
a house steward, who brings from his household stores, new and 
old things, food, raiment, etc., as and when they are needed for 
household use. Just so Christ's disciples who had learned from 
Him the secrets of the kingdom, i.e. the truths about its near 
approach, the qualities which befitted those who should enter into 
it, and the separation between bad and good which would be 
made at its coming, were to be teachers of others. In this respect 
they would be as stewards, bringing out of the stores of their 
newly acquired knowledge, truths new and old, as was necessary 
to the requirements of those who wished to learn from them. 

(9) Various incidents, 1353-15 20, borrowed from Mk. 
53. And it came to pass, when Jesus finished these parables.] E 

For this formula, see Introduction, p. !xiv. 
54. The editor left Mk at 434• Having already inserted 435-

543, he comes to 61-6a which he now borrows. 
He departed thence, and came into His native town, and was M 

teaching z·n their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, 
Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these miracles?] Mk. has : 
"And He went forth thence, and cometh into His native town; 
and His disciples follow Him. And when the Sabbath came, He 
began to teach in the synagogue. And the multitude (oi ,roUo() 
hearing were astonished, saying, Whence hath this man these 
things? And what is this wisdom which is given to Him, and 
the miracles such as happen through His hands? 

P.ITYJP& EKEWev] P.,ET~p& occurs again in 191 for Mk.'s epxerni, 
here for Mk.'s et~>..Oev. eKet0e¥ in Mk. refers to the house of J airus ; 
here, to the house of Mt 1336.-el, T~V '1TaTp{8a avwv] in Mk. 
apparently means Nazara, cf. Mk 1 9, and so, no doubt, in Mt., cf. 
2 23.-e11.0wv] Mt. as usual avoids Mk.'s hist. pres. epxerni, and 
omits Kal &KoAov0ov<Tiv o1 p.a871rnl avTov as unnecessary, since the 
disciples are not mentioned in the incident that follows, and Kat 
yevop.lvov <Ta/3/30.rnv as unnecessary, since no further reference is 
made to the Sabbath.-eUoa<TKev] Mt. avoids Mk.'s ~ptaTo, as 
often.-,r60ev TOVT~ ~ <Tocf,{a aVT7J] Mt., as. often, dovetails together 
two clauses of Mk., see Introduction, p. xxiv; but in this case 
compensates by repeating the phrase in the next verse in a slightly 
different form, ,r60ev o~v TOVT~ TavTa '1TltVTa.-Kal ai &vap.eL,] Mt. 
omits Mk.'s TOlawai 8ia TWV xnpwv aVTOV yev6p.evai as otiose. 

55. Is not thz's the Son of the carpenter 7 Is not His mother M 
called Mary? and His brethren,James, and Joseph, and Simon, and 
Judas?] Mk. has : "Is not this the Carpenter, the Son of Mary, 
and brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon?" Mt. 
has substituted "the Son of the carpenter" for "the Carpenter," 
from a feeling that the latter was hardly a phrase of due reverence. 
Mk.'s striking phrase "the Carpenter" is occasionally echoed in 
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later writers; cf. Celsus ap. Origen, vi. 34 : ~v TEKTWV T~v TEXVTJV. 
Origen, vi. 36, denies that Jesus was called TeKTwv anywhere in the 
Gospels ; Just. Tryph. 88 : TO. TEKTOVLKa lpya ~pyatero iv &.v0p6nrois 
!:Iv, /J.poTpa Kat {vya; Acts of Judas Thomas, ed. Wright, p. 159: 
"I know how to make ploughs and yokes." This substitution 
explains why he has felt it necessary to change Mk.'s o vios T'YJ, 
Mapias. He might, of course, have simply substituted Kat Mapias; 
but it is questionable whether, whilst feeling no objection to "Son 
of Joseph" or "Son of the carpenter," he would not have shrunk 
from "Son of Joseph (or the carpenter) and of Mary." To the 
editor, Jesus was legally the Son of Joseph and physically the Son 
of Mary. He would probably avoid a phrase which seemed to 
describe Him as Son of Joseph in the same sense that He was Son 
of Mary. He therefore substitutes for o vios T'YJ• Mapias a para
phrase, ovx ~ P.17T'YJP avTOV A.l.yETaL Mapiap.; and this carries with it 
the change of Kat d.0EAcpos 'laKw/3ov, K.T.A., into Kai oi a0EA<pOt awou 
'laKw/30,, K.T.A. 

Since parentage in Palestine was always reckoned (and expressed) 
from the father, it may be argued with much probability that Mk.'s 
o vios T'YJS Mapias implies either the death of Joseph, or, more 
naturally, an allusion to the supernatural circumstances of the birth 
of Jesus. The verse is entirely misquoted when it is used as an 
argument that S. Mark himself believed Jesus to be the natural 
Son of Joseph and Mary. He may have so believed, but no proof 
of such belief can be found in this passage. 

'Iwo-17cp] Mt. substitutes the old Hebrew name for Mk.'s 'Iwo-iJs. 
The latter represents the Galilean 10,1 ; cf. Dalrn. Gram.2 17 5. 

M 56. And His sisters, are they not all with us ? Whence, there-
fore, hath this man all these things?] Mk. has : "And are not His 
sisters here with us?"-1r60Ev otv TOVT<tJ TavTa 1ravw] the words are 
an expansion of the clause omitted from Mk 2• See note on v.54• 

-7rpos ~p.a.] for Mk.'s <il0E ,rpos ~p.as, see Introduction, p. xxiv. 
For E!vai 1rp6,, see Abbott, Johannine Grammar, 2363". 2364.-
1rp6s] implies the familiarity of daily intercourse. 

M 57. And they were made to stumble in Him. But Jesus said 
to them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his native town, 
and in his house.] Mk. has : " And they were made to stumble 
in Him. And Jesus said to them that a prophet is not without 
honour, save in his native town, and amongst his kindred, and in 
his house." For o-Kavoa>..[tEo-0ai, see on 529.-o ol) as often for Mk.'s 
Kal, see Introduction, p. xx.-Ei1rEv] as often for Mk.'s eAEyEv. Mt 
often omits Mk.'s on ; cf. Introduction, p. xx.-ovK eo-nv 1rpo<p17T'f/•, 
K.T.A.] cf. the similar sayings, Lk 424, Jn 444 ; and Sayings of Jesus, 
No. 6: ovK eo-nv 0EKTos 1rpo<p17TTJS iv T'fj 1raTp[oi avTov. Mt. omits 
Kai lv Tots o-vyyEvEvo-iv avTov, as implied in the next clause ; see 
Introduction, p. xxiv. 
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58. And He did not do there many miracles because of their M 
unbelief.] Mk. has : " And He . could not do there any miracle, 
save that He laid His hands on a few sick folk, and healed them. 
And He marvelled because of their unbelief." For the omission 
of EBvvaro and of Wavµ.a,:nv, see Introduction, p. xxxi. 

55. -rlK-rovos] S2 a b ff2 g1 h adcl "of Joseph"; S1 has "of Joseph" only. 
The true reading in Mk. seems to be o -r<K-rwv o v!os -ri)s Maplas ; so ~ B D D.. 
Mt. has changed from the motives above explained. The variants in Mk. are 
due to assimilation to Mt. Mt. has no objection to the phrase "Son of 
Joseph," but might not unnaturally wish to avoid "the carpenter.'' 

The editor now comes to Mk 66b-13, This he has already 
inserted (935ff. ). So he passes to Mk 614•29• From this point in 
his Gospel the grouping of material taken from Mk. and elsewhere 
under subject-heads ceases to be observable. Henceforth he 
follows Mk.'s order, expanding it and adding to it other material. 

XIV. 1. At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the report concern- M 
ing Jesus.] Mk. has: "And the king, Herod, heard; for His name 
became notorious.'' In Mk. the reference in cf,avEpov yap '-Yl.vEro 
ro 5vop..a avrov seems to be to the mission of the Twelve which Mk. 
has just recorded: "They went out and preached, and cast out 
many demons," etc. "And Herod heard; for His name became 
notorious." Mt., by altering the order, has separated this incident 
of Herod from the charge to the Twelve, and, moreover, had 
omitted altogether the express statement that they went forth on 
their mission. He therefore introduces the section with a loose 
formula, EV lKd11</! rip Kaip,j_, ; cf. 11-25 121• For /3aui>..ds he sub
stitutes the more precisely accurate nrpacJ.px'YJ,, which Lk. also has, 
and omits the surmises of the people. For dKo~, cf. 424• 

2. And he said to his servants, This is John the Baptist; he i's M 
risen from the dead; and therefore the powers are active in him.] 
Mk. has: "And he said ( l>..EyEV, ~AC L S1) that John the Baptizer 
h'ls risen from the dead, and therefore the powers are active in 
him. But others were saying that it is Elijah. And others were 
saying that he is a prophet as one of the prophets. But Herod 
heard, and said, John whom I beheaded, he is risen." Mt. seems 
to have had EAE)IEV in Mk 14.-f3a,rnur~s] for {3a,rr{(wv, cf. the same 
change in 31. Mt. abbreviates Mk.'s double statement of Herod's 
opinion and the surmises of other people.-ai Bvvap..ns] elsewhere 
in this Gospel means "miraculous actions.'' Here, as in Mk. 14, it 
seems to denote the supernatural powers who operated through 
the risen Baptist. 

3. For Herod seized John, and bound him, and threw him into M 
prison on acrount of Herodias, the wife of Philip hz"s brother.] Mk. 
has: "For he, Herod, had sent and seized John, and bound 
him in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of Philip his 
brother. Because he had married her."-lB'YJ<TEV J The aorists 
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throughout the section are borrowed from Mk. They are 
practically equivalent to the English pluperfect.-Jv cpvAaKji] i.e. 
Machcerus, Josephus, Ant. xviii. 119.-<I>iXtmrou] not the tetrarch, 
but a son of Herod the Great and Mariamne. Josephus, Ant. 
xviii. 136, calls him "Herod." 

M 4. For John said to him, It is not lawjitl for thee to have her.] 
-avrw] Mk. has : TW 'Hpw8v. Mt. as often omits Mk.'s OTl. 
-avr~v] Mk. has: ;~v y~v~tKa TOV a8£Acpov <TOV. For Mt.'s 
avoidance of Mk.'s iteration of a phrase, see on 418, and Introduc
tion, p. xxiv. 

M 5. And wishing to kill him, he feared the multitude, because they 
held him as a prophet.] Mk. has a different account : " And 
Herodias set herself against him, and wished to kill him, and could 
not. For Herod was fearing John, knowing him to be a man just 
and holy. And he was keeping him in prison; and having heard 
him, he was much perplexed, and was hearing him gladly." Mt., 
in summarising Mk., seems to be influenced by another form of 
the story. 

M 6. And on the birthday of Herod, the daughter of Herodias 
danced in the midst, and pleased Herod.] Mt. summarises Mk 
vv. 21 and 22.-y£v£<TLOLS 8£ ywophois] For the dative, cf. Blass, 
p. 120, n. 3. The dative seems to be due to a fusion of Mk.'s Tot<; 

y£v£<T{ois with his preceding y£vo1dv7Js ~µ,lpas. ywe<Tia is used in 
the later Greek as equivalent to y£vE0Aia, a birthday; cf. Fayum 
Towns, 11420, 115 8, 11930, 

M 7. Whence with an oath he promised to give to her whatever 
she should ask.] Mt. summarises Mk 23-24. For a M.v, see 

09 ' ' ] Mk h ' ' d ~ b ' ' on l I" .-aLT7J<T7]Tat l • as alT7J<Tl7S an atT7/<TOV, ut YJTrJ<TaTO 
in v. 25• For the middle as the stronger word, see Moulton, 
p. 160. For the juxtaposition of both voices, see Mk 1035• 38• 

M 8. And she, being put forward by her mother, Give me, she says, 
here upon a dish the head of John the Baptz'st.] Mt. summarises Mk 
24-25• In abbreviating, he shortens the narrative so far as to make 
it almost unintelligible. The reader must suppose that Herodias 
and Herod were living together, which Mk. has stated in v.17 on 
avr~v Jyaµ,7Jcr£v, from the fact that the daughter of Herodias 
danced before Herod. He has also to infer that this took 
place at a public festivity from Tov, <TvvavaKnp,Jvov, of the next 
verse. 

M 9. And being grieved, the king, because of his oaths, and because 
of those who sat with him, commanded (it) to be given.] Mk.'s 
/3a<TLA€V<; creeps in here, in spite of T€rpaapxrJ, in v.1. The 
<TvvavaKnµ,Jvov, is a hint that Mt. has omitted much that precedes 
in Mk. The editor summarises Mk vv.26• 27_ 

M 10. And he sent, and beheaded John in the pn'son.] 
M 11. And his head was brought upon a dish, and given to the girl,-
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and she brought z"t to her mother.] For the passives, see on 41, and 
Introduction, p. xxiii. 

12. And his disciples came, and took up the corpse, and buried him.] M 
Mk. has: "And His disciples heard it, and came (~Mav) and 
took up his corpse and placed it in a sepulchre." For 7rpo<rEpX£<t0ai 
as characteristic of Mt., see on 43• 

And came and brought word to Jesus.] Mk. has: "And the M 
Apostles gather together to Jesus, and brought Him word, all 
things that they had done, and that they had taught. And He 
saith to them, Come ye yourselves privately into a desert place, 
and rest a little: for those who were coming and going were many, 
and they had no opportunity to eat." In Mk. the execution of 
John is introduced parenthetically. The disciples go forth on 
their mission, 612• (As a result) Herod hears of the fame of 
Christ. He expresses his belief that John has risen. This gives 
occasion to the Evangelist to introduce the story of John's execu
tion. In Mt. the sequence of events is distorted. He has omitted 
the statement of the Apostolic Mission, and is obliged to introduce 
Herod's belief that Jesus was the risen John, with a vague reference 
of time: "At that time." But since he must have been aware 
that the story of John's execution is introduced parenthetically to 
explain the superstition of Herod, it is very surprising to find him 
treating it as though it were recorded here in its proper chrono
logical sequence : "His disciples came-and buried him, and 
came and told Jesus. And Jesus having heard, departed." That 
is to say, the Evangelist treats John's execution as though it 
happened historically before the events of Mk 630-44, and actually 
alters Mk vv. 30-31 to suit this artificial sequence. The reason for 
this goes back to eh. 10. The editor has there constructed a 
charge to the disciples which is quite unsuitable for the temporary 
Galilean missionary expedition described by Mk. He therefore 
omits the short description of this mission given by Mk. (612• 13). 

When, therefore, he comes to the statement of Mk. that the 
Apostles returned to Christ and brought news of their doings on 
this mission, the editor is compelled to omit this also. He there
fore summarises Mk 30-31 into the sentence : "And coming, they 
reported to Jesus"; but has done so in words which it is impossible 
to avoid connecting with the preceding : "And his disciples came 
-and buried him." That he intended this is shown by his insertion 
of: "And Jesus having heard," and by his change of Mk.'s &miMov 
into liv£xwpYJ<r£V. In Mk. the subject of &mi.\.0ov is Christ and the 
returned Apostles. But in Mt. the comers are John's disciples. 
Since they would improbably have accompanied Christ, the editor 
is obliged to alter the verb into the singular. This treatment of 
Mk.'s narrative is not more artificial than the editor's rearrange
ment of Mk. in 81-934, but is less justifiable, because even though 
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Mk vv. 30-31 had to be omitted in pursuance of previous changes, 
it was not necessary to supply another motive for Christ's retire
ment into the desert. 

M 13. And Jesus heard it, and withdrew thence in a boat to a 
desert place privately ; and the multitudes heard it, and followed 
Him on foot from the cities.-avExJpTJ,IEV lKE'i0w] both favourite 
words of Mt.; see on 2 12 and 421• The last place mentioned was 
Nazareth, 1J54.-Kal aKovcravTE,, K.T • .\.] Mk. has: "And many 
saw them going, and recognised (them), and ran together there on 
foot from all the cities, and went before them." Mt. summarises. 

M 14. And going forth, He saw a great multitude, and had com-
p~ust"on on them, and healed their sick.] Mk. has : " And going 
forth, He saw a great multitude, and had compassion on them, 
because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and He began 
to teach them much."-ltE.\0wv J in Mk. almost certainly means 
"having disembarked." That is to say, the multitude reached 
the landing-place before the boat. This is probably the meaning 
also in Mt. For u1r.\ayxvl(w·0ai, see on 936• Mt. has already 
inserted the analogy of the sheep in 986.-l0Epa1rwuEv J Mt. 
substitutes healing for teaching in 192 and 21 14 = Mk 101 1117. 1s. 

M 15. And when it was evening, the disciples came to Hi"m, saying, 
The place is desolate, and the hour is already a late one; send away 
the multitudes, that tlzey may go away into the villages, and buy 
food for themselves.] Mk. has: "And already, it being a late hour 
(Kal ~8'Y/ Jpa, 1ro,\,\~~ yEvoµlvTJ,), His disciples came to Him, and 
were saying that, The place is desolate, and already it is a late 
hour (Kal ~8'Y/ Jpa 1ro.\,\~). Send them away, that they may go 
away into the neighbouring hamlets and villages, and buy some
thing for themselves to eat."-clifda~ 8£ yEvoµlv71,] Mt. avoids Mk.'s 
iterated ,i>pa 1ro.\,\~.-1rpou~.\0av] on the aor. in a, see Blass, p. 45. 
- .\lyovTES J Mt. as usual omits Mk.'s on. - 7r<lp~.\0Ev] For 
1rapepxEu0ai of time, cf. 1 P 4 3• The meaning here seems to be, 
"the hour (for the customary meal) is already passed.''-Toii, 
5x.\ov~J The editor, who in v.14 copied Mk.'s 5x.\ov, slips back 
here into his customary plural. For the omission of Mk.'s aypov,, 
see on 833• 

M 16. And Jesus said to them, They need not go away; give ye to 
them to eat.] 

M 17. And they say to Him, We have not here save jit1e loaves, and 
two fishes. J 

M 18. And He said, Bring them hither to .Me.] Mk. has: "And 
He answered and said to them, Give ye to them to eat. And they 
say to Him, Are we to go away and buy two hundred pennyworth 
of bread, and give them to eat? And He saith to them, How 
many loaves have ye? go, see. And having ascertained, they say, 
Five, and two fishes.'' Mt. summarises.-ol!K ;xoµEv] The editor 
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avoids the half-sarcastic question of the disciples.-oi oi] for Mk.'s 
Ka{, as often. Mt. also avoids the question in the mouth of the 
Lord; see on 829 169-10 1711• 14• 17 181 197 2618 and Introduction, 
p. xxxii. 

19. And He commanded the multz"tudes to sit down upon the M 
grass.] Mt. summarises Mk 39. 

And took the jive loaves, and the two .fishes, and looked up into 
heaven, and ble!sed, and brake, and gave to the disciples the loaves, 
and the disciples to the multitudes.] The editor slightly alters Mk. 
-lOwK£V] For Mk.'s iUoov, see Introduction, p. XX.-E'lT( TOV x6prov] 
see Introduction, p. xxviii. 

20. And they all ate, and were filled; and they took up the remain- M 
der of the fragments twelve baskets full.] For xopnJ.tnv, see on 56, 

TO 'lT£PLCTCT£VOV TWV KAauµ.cfrwv Ow0£Ka Kocp{vovs 'lTA~p£is] for Mk.'s 
harsher KAri.uµ.am Ow0£Ka KO<pLVWV 'lTA'Yjpwµ.aTa, Mk. adds Kat a7ro 
TWV ix0vwv. 

21. And they who ate were about jive thousand men, besides M 
women and chz'ldren. ]-oi oi] as often for Mk.'s Ka{. The editor 
adds xwpls -yvvaiKwv Kat 'lTaiotwv; cf. the similar insertion in 1588• 

12-21. There are a few verbal agreements between Mt. and 
Lk. as against Mk. ; e.g. : Mt l8 av£x6Jp'YjCT£V = Lk lO fur£X6JP'YJUW ; 
Mt 13 oi 5xAoL 'qKOAov0'Yjuav avr0= Lk 11 oi OE 5xAoL-'qKOAOVOYjuav 
avrcii; Mt 14 W£pa,rwCT£V = Lk 11 0£pa'lT£LaS laro; Mt 15 TOVS 5xAovs 
= Lk12 TOY 6XAOV; Mt 17, Lk 18 oi °' for Mk.'s Ka{; Mt 17 OVK 1.xoµ.£V 
= Lk 13 oliK £lutv ~µ.'iv; Mt 15 {3pi!Jµara = Lk 18 {3pwµ.ara; Mt 21 TO 

7r£piuuwov = Lk 17 ro 7r£piuu£'vuav. Both omit Mk v.81• And both 
avoid the questions in Mk 37• 38• It is not, however, probable that 
they had a second source besides Mk. See Introduction, p. xxxix. 

22. And strai'ghtway He compelled the disciples lo embark into M 
a boat, and to go before Him to the other side, until 1 He had sent away 
the multitudes.] Mk. has TO 'lTAo'iov, and after 7rifpav adds 7rpos 
B'Yj0uaior1.v, and then has t:~S avros a?TOAV£L TOV 5xAov. The occur
rence of Bethsaida gives rise to difficulties, because if the miracle 
took place on the north-eastern shore of the lake, Bethsaida (see 
on 11 21) lay close at hand, and would hardly be called on the other 
side. Moreover, as a matter of fact, nothing is said of an arrival 
at Bethsaida, but of a disembarkation at Gennesareth, Mk 53• Of· 
course, Mk. may have meant that they proposed to cross obliquely 
the north-east corner of the lake towards Bethsaida. They may 
have arrived at this place and embarked again, or may have 
been driven away from Bethsaida to the western side of the lake. 
In either case the mention of Bethsaida in Mk 45 seemed to Mt. 
unnecessary, as finding· no further mention in the narrative.-rovs 
5xAovs] as usual for Mk.'s Tov 5x>,._ov. 

23. And having sent away the multitudes, He went up into the M 
mountain privately to pray.]-a7roAvuas Tovs 5xAovs] Mk. has the 

1 ews oii for Mk.'s ews. See on 2686• 

II 
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ambiguous d7roTafa.µ,cvoc; avTo'ic;, &.7rijA0£v for &.vi/3TJ, and omits KaT' 
18tav. 

M 23, 24. And when it was evening He was there alone, and the 
boat was already in the midst of the lake.] Mk. has: "And when it 
was evening the boat was in the midst of the lake, and He Himself 
was alone upon the land." 

Tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.] Mk. has : 
" And seeing them tossed in their rowing; for the wjnd was 
contrary to them."-&y,{ac; UJ for Mk.'s Kal. &y,{ac;, see Introduction, 
p. xx.-/30.uav{(nv] has occurred in 86 of a patient suffering from 
paralysis, in 829 = Mk 57 of the demons. Here Mk. uses it of the 
rowers exhausted by their efforts. Mt. transfers it to the boat 
buffeted by the waves.-µ,luov Tijc; 0a.Aa.uu'f/c; ~v] So N C E F al 
latt. D has ~v £1, µ,luov ~c; 0a.Mu<TTJ,, B 13 124 238 346 S1 S2 

have urnUovc; 1ToAAovc; d7ro ~c; y,ic; dr.£'iX£· 
M 23. And at the fourth watch of the night He came to them, 

walking over the sea.] Mk. has: "About the fourth watch of the 
night He cometh to them, walking on the sea(~. 0a>..auuYJc;), and 
wished to pass by them." ~>..0£v for Mk.'s historic present EPX£Tai, 
as often. For the omission of Mk.'s last clause, see Introduction, 
p. xxxi. Mt. has lr.l. T~v 0a.>..auuav for Mk.'s £71"L ~c; 0a>..auu'f/c;, 
Cf. 132 lr.l. TOY alyia>..6v for Mk.'s £71"L ~c; yijc;; 1585 &.va7r£<T£lV £7rt 
T~v yijv for Mk.'s lr.l. ,ijc; yijc;; and Introduction, p. xxix. 

M 26. And the disciples seeing Him walking on the sea, were 
troubled, saying that it is a phantasm; and they cried out from 
fear.] Mk. has : "And seeing Him walking on the sea, they 
thought that it is a phantasm; and they cried out (&.viKpafav). 
For all saw Him and were troubled.'' Mt. slips here into Mk.'s 
genitive, l1Tl. ~c; 0a>..a.uu'f/c;, See Gould on Mk 648• 

M 27. And straightway Jesus spake to them, saying, Be of good 
cheer; it is I; be not afraid.] Mk. has : lAa.AYJ<T£v P,£T, avTwv Kal. 
Af.yn avTo'ic;. Mt. alters, as often, into lAa.AYJ<T£V-A£y6'v. Cf. 
on 83• 

27-31. The editor here inserts four verses from tradition: 
P And Peter answered Him and said, Lord, if it be Thou, bid me 

come to Thee over the waters. And He said, Come. And Peter 
descended from the boat, and walked over the waters to come to Jesus. 
And seeing the wind to be strong, he feared; and, beginning to be 
immersed, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus 
stretched out His hand, and took hold of him, and saith to him, 0 
thou of little faith, Why dzdst thou doubt 7]-T6v tf.v£µ,ov] B2 C D 
al S1 S2 latt add luxvp6v; omit N B.-KaTa7rOVT{(£u0ai] occurs 
again in 186.-8iuTa.(nv] occurs again in 2811,-&>..iy67riuTE] See 
on 680• Here the object of 7r{uTtc; seems to be not so much the 
providence of God as the power of Christ and His good will. 

M 32. And when they had gone up into the boat, the wind ceased.] 
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Mk. has : " And He went up to them into the boat. And the 
wind ceased." 

33. And they in the boat worshipped Him, saying, Truly, Thou M 
art _God's Son.] Mk. has: "And they marvelled exceedingly in 
themselves. For they understood not about the loaves; but their 
heart was hardened." For the omission of this statement, see 
Introduction, p. xxxiii. 

For 1rpouKvve'iv as characteristic of Mt., see on 2ll. 

34. And having crossed over, they came to the land into Genne- M 
saret. l Mk. has : "And having crossed over to the land, they came 
into Gennesaret; and came to moorings."-l'evv-ryuapiT] called in 
1 Mac 1167, in Josephus, and in the Talmud Gennesar. For a 
description of the plain, see Adam Smith's Hist. Geog. 443, n. x. 

35. And the men of that place recognised Him, and sent into all M 
the surrounding district, and brought to Him all who were in evil 
plight.] Mk. has : " And when they had gone forth from the boat, 
straightway recognising Him, they ran about all that country and 
began to bring ('1repicplpew) on beds those who were in evil plight, 
where they were hearing that He is. And wheresoever He 
entered into villages, or into cities, or into hamlets, they placed 
the infirm in the market-places." Mt. summarises, and gives the 
impression that he understood Gennesaret to be not, as in Mk., 
a district, but a town. For Mk.'s a.ypov~, see on 833• For Mt.'s 
7r'1VTa~, cf. 4 24 816 I 215. 

36. And were beseeching Him that they might only touch the M 
tassel of His garment; and as many as touched were completely 
cured. ]-iva µ.6vov] Mk. has iva Ka.v. For a similar change, see 
921, For Kpau1rl8ov, see on 920.-8,euwfJ'l}uav] Mk. has luwtovTo. 
Mt.'s is a stronger word, "were (not 'were being') thoroughly, 
completely cured.'' 

XV. 1. Then there come to Jesus from Jerusalem Phansees and M 
scribes, saying.] Mk. has : " And there gather together to Him 
the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, who had come from 
Jerusalem."-T6TEJ see on 2 7.-1rpoulpxoVTai] see on 43• 

2. The editor here omits Mk.'s long archreological note, vv.2-4. 
Why do Thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders 7 For M 

they wash not their hands when they are eating bread.] Mk. has : 
"Why do Thy disciples not walk according to the tradition of the 
elders, but eat bread with common hands.''-1rapa,Balvovu,] for 
Mk.'s more technical otJ 1repi1raTovu,v K«Ta.-otJ -y'ap vl1rTovTai, 
K.T . .\..] Mk. has: a..\..\.'a. Koiva'i~ xepul.v lu0lovuiv TOv /1.prnv. Mt. 
avoids Mk.'s technical Koiva'i~ xepulv. 

3. And He answered and said to them.] Mk. has simply: M 
"And He said to them.'' In what follows Mt. has altered the 
sequence of ·tlie verses in Mk. in such a way that he makes a 
double antithesis: "Why do Thy disciples transgress?" v.2 ; 
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"Why do ye transgress?" v. 8 ; "God said," v. 4 ; "But you 
say," v.5 ; and makes the speech work up towards the rhetorical 
climax: "Ye hypocrites," etc. 

Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God because of your 
tradition ?] Mk. has : "Well do you annul the commandment of 
God that you may keep your tradition." Mt. turns the ironical 
statement into a question to form an antithesis with v.2, assimi
lating cUhT£tre to 7rapaf3a{vere to make the antithesis more. pointed. 

M 4. For God said, Honour the father and the mother; and, He 
who curseth father or mother, let him surely die.] Mk. has: "For 
Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, he who 
curseth father or mother, let him surely die."-8e6~] substituted 
for Mwv<T7J~ to heighten the antithesis.-rt11-a rov 7rarlpa Kat r~v 
JA,1]Tlpa] Mk. has crov twice. So LXX in Dt 516• In Ex 2012, . 

only after 7rarlpa.-b KaKoi\.oywv, K.r.i\..J from Ex 21 17 LXX has 
avrov twice and rei\.evr~crn 8ava.T'f.', but A F Luc 8ava.T'f.' rei\.wra.rw. 
For~ the Heb. has "and." 

M IS. But you say, Whosoever shall say to the father or the mother, A 
gift (is) anything wherewith thou mightest be profited by me, shall not 
honour his father.] Mk. has: "But you say, If a man say to father 
or mother, Korban (that is, A Gift 1) is anything wherewith thou 
mightest be profited by me-you no longer allow him to do ought 
for father or mother." Mt. avoids Mk.'s technical term Kop/3&.v, and 
endeavours to emend Mk.'s harsh construction. The custom which 
the Lord was reproving was this, that the scribes allowed a man by 
a formula to dedicate all his property to the Temple, and so escape 
the duty of supporting his parents. A legal formula thus became 
more sacred than the divine command expressed in Scripture. 
In Mt. this is described thus: "Moses said, Honour thy father, 
etc. But you say, A man need not honour." In Mk., however, 
the construction is very harsh. To complete the sentence we must 
supply after 6)r.pei\.TJ8iJ~ some such words as "he is absolved from 
honouring his parents." But we should expect "and" before 
ovKln. The fact is that the sentence consists of two unassimilated 
constructions : ( 1) You say, If a man says, etc. (he need not 
honour). (2) You no longer allow a man to do ought for his 
father or mother if he says, etc. Mt. has endeavoured to correct 
this harshness by converting OVKETL ar.p{ETE avrov, K,T.A. into the 
required clause giving the contents of i\.lyere. "You say, If a man 
say, etc., he shall not honour." Clearly, however, this is not 
original " He shall not honour" is the result attributed by Christ 
to the scribal teaching, not the literal expression of that teaching. 
It is only explicable as a literary attempt to ease Mk.'s harsh 
Greek. On ov 11-~, see Moulton, p. 190. 

1 Cf. Josephus, Against Apion, 1: Tov K«"llovµ€vov /Jp1<ov 1<opf3av - - OrJAOt 
lU - o:Jpov 1/eoO. 
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6. And you made void the word of God because of your tradition.] M 
Mk. has : " Making void the word of God by your tradition 
which you delivered; and many such similar things you do." 
For Mt.'s omission of the redundant ,J 7rap£OwKau, see on 816• 

For &.Kvpovv, which occurs here and in Gal 3171 the lexx. cite 
Dion. H. 2. 72. Add Ditt. Syll. 329. 30.1 

7. Ye hJpocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy concerning you, M 
saying.] Mk. has: "And He said to them, Well did Isaiah 
prophesy concerning you hypocrites, as it stands written that." 

8. This people honours Me with their lips, but thez"r heart i's far M 
from Me.] 

9. And in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines M 
ordinances of men.] The quotation is given in the words of Mk. 
(except b Aaoc; o{;roc;) = LXX (for o{;TO<; o A.aoc;), which differ only 
slightly from the LXX of Is 2913• The LXX has: iv ro'i.'c; X£fAww 
avTWV np..wu{v P.,£, and EVTa.Ap.ara &.v0pw7rWV Ka, 0!00.UKO.Atac;. 

2. T?)P 1rap&.oouiv] S1 S2 have "the commandments," assimilating to v. 3 

T?)P EPTO/\?)P TOU 0eoiJ, 
5. 7rO,TEpa avToiJ] add -I} T?)P µ'YJTEpa aurou, C E al. 0111, ~ B D S1 S2• 

6. TOIi Mj10P] ~ ea B Dab ff1 2 S1 S2 ; TOP 116µ.011, ~* et O b C; T?)P ivTo/\rJP, 
EFal. 

8. The quotation is completed by the addition of the words inli;,i µ.oi at 
the beginning, and of Tei, a-Toµ.an aVTou Kal after o1iros by C E al. 

10. And having called the multitude, He said to them, Hear M 
and understand.]-7rpouKaA.£ua.µ£vo~] Mk. adds ,r&,,\iv. For Mt.'s 
omission, see Introduction, p. xx.-£l7r£V] for Mk.'s l,\£y£v, as often. 
-aKOlJ(T(] Mk. has aKOVUaTE µov 7r0.VTEC,,-TOV oxAov] Mt. retains 
Mk.'s sing. here and in vv.31• 32• 33• 35• See Introduction, p. lxxxvi. 

11. Not that which goes into the mouth defiles the man,: but M 
that which comes out from the mouth, this defiles the man.] Mk. 
has : "There is nothing outside a man entering into him which can 
defile him. But the things which proceed from the man are those 
which defile the man." The ambiguity of Mk. is clearly original. 
It is this ambiguity which called for explanation. Mt., by sub
stituting the explanatory lK TOV urop..aro<; for l.K TOV J.v0pw,rov, makes 
all that follows tautologous and redundant. 

12-14. The editor here inserts three verses from the Logia: 
Then came the disciples, and sai'd to Him, Dost Thou know that L 

the Pharisees, when they heard the saying, were made to stumble Y And 
He answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father did 
not plant, shall be rooted up. Let them alone: they are blind guides. 
And if a blind man be leading a blind man, both will fall into a pit.] 

ror£] see on 2 7.-1rpoo-£A0ovr£c;] see on 43.-luKavi3a,\{u07]uav] 
1 Ox. Pap . . iii. 49r. 3 (A.D. 126), 494• 4 (A.D. 156), 495. 3 (A.D, 181-189). 

In these threE!' cases it means "to revoke" of a will. It occurs also in 
1 Es 632, 6 times in 4 Mac, and 6 times in Aquila. 
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see on 529, It is no wonder if the Pharisees were dismayed. For 
Christ's saying, that what went into a man did not defile him, 
directly contravened the Mosaic distinction between clean and 
unclean meats. 1raua cpvrl{a, cf. 310, 12. The Pharisees and scribes 
were barren trees about to be cut down, chaff about to be burned, 
plants about to be uprooted. It is said of the heretic Acher that 
he uprooted plants by his false teaching, B. Chag. 15a.-M>'¥]yo{ duiv 
TvcpAo{] Lk. has a parallel in the Sermon, 689 µ,~Ti ,%vaTat TvcpAor; 
TVcpAov ti817y£'iv; ovxl ap,cpoupoi dr; f360vvov £P,7rl<TOVVTat; 

M 15. And Peter answered ahd said to Him, Declare to us the 
parable.] Mk. has: "And when He entered into a house from the 
crowd His disciples were asking Him the parable." For Mt.'s 
omission of Mk.'s vague and indeterminate reference to a house, 
cf. Mk 2 1 320 928 1010 with the parallels in Mt 91 1222 1521 1719 198• 

For the prominence given to S. Peter in this Gospel, cf. 102 142stt: 
16161f·.--T~v 1rapa/30A~v] That is the saying of v.11, which Mt. has 
already interpreted by inserting £K Tov <TTop,aTor;. 

M 16. And He said, Are you even yet without ttnderstanding? 
Mk. has: "And He saith to them, Are you also so without 
understanding? "-o 8,] for Mk.'s Ka{, as often.-£l1r£v] for Mk.'s 
M.ya, as often.-aKµ~v] only here in N.T. Mk. has o-ilTwr;. 

M 17. Do you not understand that everything that goeth into the 
mouth passeth into the belly, and is cast out into the closet.] Mk. 
has : " Do you not understand that everything that goeth into the 
man from outside cannot defile him, because it goeth not into the 
heart, but into the belly, and goeth forth into the closet, cleansing 
all meats." The editor omits the last clause in Mk., which is 
difficult to construe, and of doubtful meaning.-acf,£8pwv J is a rare 
word of doubtful meaning. It is generally understood as equivalent 
to a1r61raTOr;. But \Vellhausen argues that it means the "intestine," 
on the ground that this suits the context in Mk. "The intestine 
(not the closet) cleanses meats by separating from them the 
unwholesome elements.'' But Mt., who substitutes lK/3aAA£Tai for 
£K1roplv£Tat and omits Ka0ap{(wv 1ravTa -rii f3pdJp,aTa, probably under
stood the word to mean " closet.'' 

M 18. But the things which go out from the mouth go forth from 
the heart, and they defile the man.] Mk. has : "And He was 
saying that that which goes forth from the man, that defiles the 
man.'' Mt. again anticipates the explanation. Mk v.20 simply 
repeats the ambiguous saying of v.15b, and the explanation follows 
in v. 21• But Mt., by substituting lK Tov <TTop,aTo, for £K -roil 
av0pdJ1rov, and by inserting £K rrj, Kap8ta, l[tpXlTai, anticipates the 
explanation of the next verse. 

M 19. For out of the heart go fortlt evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witnesses, railz"ngs.] Mk. has : 
"For from within from the heart of men evil (KaKol) thoughts go out, 
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fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, covetousnesses, malicious
nesses, craft, wantonness, an evil eye, railing, pride, folly." Mt. in 
abbreviating Mk.'s list of evils confines it to external actions. 

20. These are the things that defile the man. But to eat with M 
unwashen hands does not defile the man.] Mk. has: "All these 
evil things go out from within and defile the man." 1 

Cf. Buddhist and Christian Gospels, p. 93 : "Destroying life, 
killing, cutting, binding, stealing, speaking lies, fraud and 
deceptions, worthless reading, intercourse with another's wife
this is defilement, but not the eating of flesh." 

D.-xv. 21-XVIII. 85 = Mk 724-9°0. 

Further ministry in and on the outskirts of Galilee. A period 
marked by Christ's teaching about His death and resurrection. 

The phrase lKEWw Ot ava<TTas in Mk 724 marks the beginning 
of a new period in that Gospel. Cf. lKEWEv ava<TTas at the 
beginning of the next development, Mk 101. Christ had hitherto 
worked in or near Caphamaum amongst the multitudes who 
thronged to Him. He now enters upon a period of travel on the 
outskirts of Galilee. It is true that we read of Him at Caphamaum, 
but He no longer publicly taught there, Mk 930 ; and instead of 
preaching to the common people, He now devoted Himself to 
instructing His disciples on the subject of His death and resurrec
tion, Mk 831 910·12· 31·32. In Mt. the long and purposeless journeys 
are curtailed, cf. 1529 with Mk 731, and it might seem as though 
the editor intended to enter upon a new section of his Gospel at 
1621 a7ro TOTE, K.T.X., cf. 417. But even in 417 this phrase does not 
stand at the very beginning of the section which it opens, 412-1520, 
and it is convenient to retain in Mt. as in Mk. the grouping: 
Mt 412-15 20 = Mk 114-7 23, work in or near Capernaum; Mt 
1520-1835 = Mk iL950, work outside Galilee marked by a new 
phase in Christ's teaching ; Mt 1 91-203! = Mk 10, journey to 
Jerusalem; Mt 21-28=Mk u-168, last days of the Messiah's life. 

21. And Jesus went out thence and withdrew into the regions M 
of Tyre and Sidon.] Mk. has: "And having arisen thence, He 
departed into the boundaries of Tyre and Sidon.-e~E>.Owv J for 
Mk.'s Semitic ava<TTCl<;.-avExwp17<T£V 1 for Mk.'s atj>.OEv. See on 212. 
lKEWw in Mk. refers to the house of v. 7• In Mt. it has no antecedent. 

Mk. adds here : "And entering into a house, He wished no 

1 The addition of the last clause in Mt. is significant. In Mk. the section 
vv .14-28 might seem to be directed against the Mosaic regulations with regard to 
clean and unclean meats. Mt., by omitting Mk 19 end and by inserting the last 
clause, seems to have wished to make it clear that the whole paragraph was directed 
not against the Mosaic law, but against the ceremonial rules of the Pharisees. 
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one to know it, and could not be hid." For Mt.'s omission of the 
house, see on 1515• For the omission of the statement that Christ 
"wished, but could not," see Introduction, p. xxxi. 

M 22. And behold a Canaanite woman came out from those 
boundan'es, and cried, saying, Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is grievously aj/licted with a demon.] Mk. 
has : "But straightway a woman having heard about Him, whose 
daughter had an unclean spirit, came and fell at His feet. And 
the woman was a Greek, a Syrophrenician by race. And she was 
asking Him that He would Ca!it the demon out of her daughter." 
It can hardly be unintentional that Mt. omits the statement that 
Jesus entered into a house in this heathen territory, and represents 
the woman as. coming out of those boundaries to Jesus ; cf. 1 c5• 

23-25 are not in Mk. 
E And He answered not a word. And His disciples came and 

asked Him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. And 
He answered and said, I was not sent save to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. And she came and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, 
help me.]-~pJrwv] lpwraw in the LXX and N.T. has the sense 
to "beg," "beseech." So in the Papyri, e.g. Fayi2m Towns, 
cxxxii. I; cf. Ditt. Syll. 328. 5,930. 56.-els Ta 7rp6(3ara, K,1',A.] 
see on 106.-7rpo<T£A0ovTEs] see on 43.-7rpo<T£Kvvn] see on 2 2• 

M 26. And He answered and said, It is not good to take the 
children's bread, and to cast it to the dogs.] Mk. has : "And He 
was saying to her, Let first the children be fed: for," etc.-Kvvapia] 
house-dogs. Mk. is fond of diminutives, which Mk. sometimes 
retains; but cf. v. 25 0vyarpiov, for which Mt. 0vyar1Jp, 

M 27. And she said, Yea, Lord: for even the dogs eat from the 
crumbs which fall from the table of their masters.] Mk. has : "And 
she answered and saith to Him, Yea, Lord; even the dogs under
neath the table eat from the crumbs of the children."-Nal] "Yes, 
that is true."-Kal y&.p] " It is neither good to give the children's 
food to the dogs, nor is it necessary; for they eat of the crumbs." 
lftixlwv] The word seems to occur here only.-Kvpt£] occurs here 
only in Mk., in Mt. 19 times, in Lk. 16, in Jn. 38. 

M 28. Then Jesus answered and said to her, 0 woman, great is 
thy faith: be it to thee as thou wilt. And her danghter was healed 
from that hour.]-Tor£] see on 2 7,-&'Tr(~ rrjs /J,pas £K£{111Js] cf. Mt 
922 813 1718• Mk. has : "And He said to her, For this saying go, 
the demon has gone out of thy daughter. And she went away 
to her house, and found the child lying upon the bed, and the 
demon gone out." For 7r(CTns = assurance, confidence, trust in 
the healing power of Christ, see 810 92· 22. 29• See Gould in loc. 

21-28. The relation of this section to Mk 724-30 is not easy 
to determine. It is possible that the editor here is substituting 
for Mk.'s narrative a second and longer account traditionally 
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known to him. On the other hand, a good many of the features 
of Mt.'s account remind us of characteristics of the editor of this 
Gospel. It is, e.g., quite natural that he should omit Mk v.24b; see 
above. Further, the phraseology of the whole narrative is strongly 
marked by the editor's characteristic phrases; e.g. d.vaxwpetv, see 
on 212 j Kat loov, see on 1 20 ; 'EXlqcrov p,E Klipie vU Aavdo, cf. 927 

EA£7J<TOV ~µas viE Aa~•e{o, 1715 KvpLE EA£TJCTOV p,ov 'T6V vMv, 2030 

KvpLE EA£7J<rOV ~µas viE Aavdo; 1rpocrl.pxerr0ai, see on 43 ; 1rpO<TKVV£t11, 
see on 2 2 ; TOTE, see on 2 7 ; p,eya.AYJ crov ~ 1r{crns y£117J0~Tw croi ws 
01.Aw;, cf. 813 ws l1r{crnvcras YEVYJ0o/w croi, 922 ~ 1rlcrns o-ov o-1.o-wKl.v 
o-£, 929 Ka'Ta 'T~J/ 1rlcrn11 vp,wv y£117J0~'TW vp,1,11; Kat l&.0YJ ~ 0vyct."TTJP av'T~S 
d,,ro 'T~S Jpas EKElllTJS, cf. 922 Kat ECTW07J-&.1r6 'T~S Jpas EKdllYJS, 813 
Kat ia.07J-EII 'Tfj Jpq. EKe{vn, I 718 Kat Wepa,rev07J-d.1ro ~ .. Jpas 
lKelVYJ'>• It would seem, therefore, that the editor has rewritten 
Mk.'s narrative with a view to explaining how it was that Christ, 
in spite of such sayings as 105• 6, should have extended His com
passion to a heathen woman. He did not enter into a house on 
heathen soil. Rather the woman came out to Him. At first He 
paid no attention to her entreaty, conscious that His mission 
concerned only the lost sheep of the house of Israel. When she 
still importuned Him, He told her that the children's bread, £.e. 
privileges intended for the Jews, should not be cast to dogs, £.e. 
to heathen women like herself. She, inspired by her misery, was 
quick to turn the analogy in her own favour. It was quite true, 
yet dogs fed from the crumbs of their master's table. Therefore 
mercy shown to her might be justified by the metaphor. Thus, 
as in the previous case of condescension to a heathen (85•13), faith 
forced the barrier of Christ's rule of working only amongst His 
own people. The chief obstacle to this view is the insertion of 
vv. 23•25• Why does the editor lengthen the dialogue. Partly 
perhaps to heighten the effect. Not at once, and only because 
of the woman's earnest importunity, did Christ condescend to her. 
And partly, to explain the ambiguity of Mk 27 "Let first the 
children be fed." There is no specific explanation given in Mk. of 
this " children.'' The reader is left, as the woman was, to apply it to 
the Jews as contrasted with the heathen(dogs). But Mt. by prefixing, 
"I was not sent save to the lost sheep of the house of Israel," gives 
a clue to the interpretation. The "children" are the '' lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.'' Cf. Mt.'s interpretation, 1511, of Mk 715. 

29. And Jesus removed thence, and came by the sea of Galilee; M 
and He went up into the hill country, and sat down there.] Mk. 
has : "And again He went out from the boundaries of Tyre, and 
passed through Sidon to the sea of Galilee, amidst the boundaries 
of Decapolis." The geography of Mk. is difficult. He here 
describes a journey of considerable length from Tyre, through 
Sidon, to the east side of the lake of Galilee, without giving 
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any further details about it, so that it seems quite purposeless. 
Wellhausen is probably right in supposing that the text of Mk. 
is corrupt, and that Ilia };i3wvos covers some original statement 
about Bethsaida. This would considerably shorten the journey. 
The editor of Mt. has felt the needlessness of recording a long 
journey to the north without giving any details. He therefore 
brings Christ back at once to the lake. For p,Era{3as EK£t0£v as a 
connecting formula, cf. ul p,Erlf3'Y/ lK£'t(J£v, 129 µ£ra/3as EK£'8£V. 

Mk. now describes the healing of a deaf man at an unknown 
place. A little later, 822-26, he..records the healing of a blind man 
at Bethsaida. Mt. omits both miracles, probably intentionally, for 
it can hardly be accidental that they are both characterised by 
features which Mt. elsewhere avoids. In both the healing is 
performed in private, 733 a1ro>..a/36µ£VOS avrov a1ro TOV Jx>..ov Kar' 
l3{av, 823 £7rLAa(36µ£VOS-E[~vryK£V avrov l[w T~S KliJJJ,'YJS. In both 
physical contact and material means are employed, 733 l(3a>..£v 
TOVS 3aKTVAOVS avrov Els Ta ~a avrov Kai 7rTVU-aS ~tf!aro ~s y>-..Jia-a-'YJ, 
avrov, 823 Kai 7rTVU-aS Eis Td. Jµµara avrov lm0£tS TIIS X£tpas avrtp. 
In the former we read that Christ sighed ( la-rfrat£v ), and that the 
people disobeyed Christ's express command to keep silence. In 
the latter the recovery of sight is gradual, and Christ asks a 
question, £t ri (3>-..t1rw:;, as though He were not sure how far recovery 
was taking place. In the first Gospel we have " touching" as an 
incident in healing, 83• 15 929 2034, but never the use of spittle, and 
there is an opposite tendency to describe miracles as taking place 
at the simple word or command of Christ, 88 µ6vov £l1r£ >-..6ycii, 95 

816 l[l(3a>..£ ra. 1rVEvp,ara >-..6ycii, Mt. elsewhere omits such phrases 
as la-rlva[Ev, which seem to attribute emotion or effort to Christ ; 
cf. the omission of a-1r>-..ayxvia-0£{s (D l,pyia-0ds), Mk 1 43 ; lµ,{3pip,'YJa-&
µEvos, 1 45 ; 7r£pt/3A.£t/Jd.JJ,£VOS aVTOV', JJ,ET' l,pyijs U-VVAV7rOVJJ,£VOS, 35 j 

/fla-r'Y/, 321 ; l0avµaa-£v, 66; avaa-nv&[as T<e 7rVEVµan, 812 ; ~yavd.KTTJU-EV, 
1014, and lays emphasis on the immediacy of Christ's miraculous 
healings; cf. 813 922 1718• He elsewhere omits statements that 
people disobeyed Christ's commands; cf. the omission of Mk 1 45, 

on which see on 84, and also statements to the effect that Christ 
asked questions as though He had not absolute knowledge. See 
notes on Mt 829 1418 169-10 1711• 14· 17 181 197 2618 and Introduction, 
p. xxxi. It seems probable, therefore, that the editor intentionally 
passes over Mk 732-37• In lieu, he has substituted a general descrip
tion of Christ's miracles of healing, vv. 30-s1• 

E 30-81. And there came to Him many multitudes, having with 
them lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and they cast 
them by His feet, and He healed them : so that the multitudes 
marvelled, as they saw the dumb speaking, the maimed whole, the 
lame walking, and the blind seeing: and they glorified the God of 
Israel.]-1rpoa-~,\0oi,] see on 48.-1rapa TOVS 1r68as avrov] D S1 
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have {nro. TOV!, 5x>..ovs 0avµauai] so B E al S1 S2• ~ CD u .::i curss 
have T6v 5x>..ov. It is very improbable that Mt. in this non
Marean passage would have the singular. See Introduction, 
p. lxxxvi. 

82. And Jesus called Hi's disciples, and said, I have compassion M 
on the multitude, because already three days they are present with 
Me, and have nothing to eat ; and to send them away fasting I am 
not willing, lest they faint on the road.]-o 8e 'I"luovs] Mk. has a 
longer introduction: "In those days again there being a great 
multitude, and they not having anything to eat, having called the 
disciples, He saith to them," etc.-£t,rn,] as usual for >..fyn.
u1r>..ayxv{(w·0ai] See on 936.-in ~8'17 ~µipat Tp£'is 1rpouµivovu{ 
µoi] The same phrase occurs in Mk. For the nominative stand
ing in a parenthesis interrupting the construction, see Blass, p. 85; 
Moulton, p. 70; and cf. Est 411 ov K£KA"7µ«t-£lulv a{;mt ~µipat 
TptaKoVTa. But the accusative would be so much more natural, 
that the nominative in Mt. and Mk. must be regarded as a proof 
of dependence of one Evangelist upon the other.-Kal ho>..vuat] 
Mk. has: "And if I send them away fasting to their homes, they 
will faint on the road: and some of them are from a distance." 
The change of l.av &1ro>..vuw into &1r0Avuat-OV 0i>..w, like other 
alterations of Mk. by Mt., heightens the note of mastery and 
dignity of Christ's words. The idea of His sending away the 
people to faint on the way home was to be avoided. 

88. And the disciples say to Him, Whence have we in a wilder- M 
ness loaves sufficient to feed so great a multitude?] Mk. has : "And 
His disciples answered to Him that, Whence shall one be able to 
feed these with loaves here on a wilderness?" For the omission of 
Mk.'s in, see Introduction, p. xx. lp"7µ{a and vijuns occur only 
here in the Gospels. Both are rare words in Biblical Greek. For 
xoPTa(£tv, see on 56• l.v lp"7µ{'f is easier than Mk.'s l.1r' lp"7µ{as. 

84. And Jesus sai'th to them, How many loaves have ye? And 
they said, Seven, and a fe-dJ little fish.] Mk. has: "And He asked 
them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven .... And 
they had a few little fish." The editor here retains the question 
in the mouth of the Lord. In 1417 he avoided it. 

ms. And He commanded the multitude to sit down 011 the ground.] M 
:Mk. has 1rapayyiAAn and l1rl TfJS yijs. For Mt.'s change of £1rl Tijs 
yijs into £11"t T~v yijv, cf. 132 ; l1rl T6v aiy1a.\6v for Mk.'s '11rl 'f'ijs yijs; 
142~ 1rEpt1raTWV ,1,rl T~V 0a>..auuav for Mk.'s l1rl Tijs 0a>..auU"7S; cf. 
Introduction, p. xxviii. 

86. And took the seven loaves and the fishes, and l1aving given M 
thanks, He brake and was giving to the disciples, and tlze disciples to 
tlze multitudes.] Mk. has: "And having taken the seven loaves, 
having given thanks, He brake, and was giving to His disciples that 
they might distribute; and they distributed to the multitude. 
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And they had a few little fishes : and having blessed them, He 
commanded (Et1uv) also to distribute these." 

M 37. And all ate, and were .filled: and of the remainder of the 
fragments they took up seven baskets full.] Mk. has : " And they 
ate, and were filled: and they took up remainders of fragments 
seven baskets." Mt. adds 7ravrEr; and 7l'A~pEir;, to assimilate to 1420• 

-c--ucpvp{8ar;] For this spelling, see Deissm. Bib. Stud. 158, 185. 
D has ucpvp{8ar; here and in Mk 32o. In Mk 88 it is read by N A* 
D; in Mt 1610 by B D. 

M 38. And they that did eat were four thousand men, besides women 
and children.] Mk. has: "And there were about four thousand." 
Mt. adds xwplr; yvvatKwv Ka1 7l'at8£wv, to assimilate to 1421• 

M 39. And He sent away the multitudes, and embarked into the 
boat, and came to the boundaries of Magadan.] Mk. has: "And 
He sent them away; and straightway having embarked into the 
boat with His disciples, He came to the regions of Dalmanutha." 
Mk.'s Dalmanutha is certainly corrupt. The editor of Mt. has 
tried to emend by substituting Magadan. If Cheyne (Encyc. Bib. 
1635) is right in suggesting that the real name of the place was 
Migdal-nunia, a suburb of Tiberias, Mt. has got from oral tradi
tion or from some earlier copy of Mk. a form which is not very far 
from the original. 

32-39. In these vv. Mt. has here and there assimilated the 
language to that of the feeding of the five thousand. 

Cf. 1419 Kal roh-ix0va, with 1536• 
19 oi 8t µa0rrral roi'r; oxAoL, with 1536• 

20 Kal lcpayov 7ravrE, with 1537• 
2° Kal ;pav r6 7l'EptcruEvov rwv KAauµarwv 8J,8EKa Kocp{vov, 

7l'A~pEL\; with I 537 Ka{ TO 7l'Ep1UO'EVOV TWV KA.auµarwv 
;pav (7!'Ta ucpvp{8a, 7l'A~pEt,. 

21 oi BE £CT0LOVTE\; ;uav av8pE, WO'EI 7l'EVTaKLUXLA.LOL xwpi, 
yvvaiKwv Kal 7rai8twv with I 538 oi 8t £u0£ovrE<; ;uav 
TETpaKLUXLALOL av8pE<; xwpl<; yvvatKWV Kal 7l'at8lwv. 

39. Ma.-ya.oav] N B D; Magedon, S2 ; Magedan, S1 ; Magedan, latt; 
:lla.-yoa.M ; E F a!. 

M XVI. 1. And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, tempting Him, 
and asked Him to show them a sign out of hea'vc11.] Mk. has : 
"And the Pharisees went out, and began to dispute with Him, 
seeking from Him a sign from heaven, tempting Him." For the 
request for a sign, see 1238• £7l'Epwrav = to beseech, cf. on 1523• 

· The editor substitutes his favourite Kal 7rpouEA06vn, for Mk.'s 
i[~>..Oov, of which the precise reference is obscure. Whence did 
they go out? 

2. And He answered and said to them.] Mk. has : "And 
having groaned in His spirit, He saith." For the omission of 
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&vauT(Vtt[a, T<(l '1TJ/(VJJ,an avTov, see on 1529• The editor here 
inserts two verses (but see critical note) which are not in Mk. 

When it is evening, you say, (It will be) fair weather: for the E? 
heaven is red.] 

8. And in the morning(you Stty), To-day (will be) stormy: for the E? 
heaven is red and angry. The face of the heaven you know how to 
discern; but the sign of the times ye are unable.] For similar ideas 
differently worded, cf. Lk 1254·56, 

4. An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign,· and a sign 
shall not be given to it, save the sign of Jonah.] Mk. has : "Why 
does this generation seek (('YJnt) a sign? Verily I say to you, A 
sign shall not be given to this generation." Mt. assimilates to 1239. 

4. And leaving them, He went away.] Mk. has: "And leaving 
(&.<f,£{,) them, again having embarked, He went away to the other 
side." Mt. transfers ds To 1Tl.pav to the next verse. 

1-4. Mt. and Lk n 16• 29 agree against Mk. in the following:
<rrJJLE'iov £.K TOV ovpavov, Mt l = <H/JJ,ElOJ/ l.[ ovpavov, Lk 16• 

'1TOV'Y]p&, Mt 4, Lk 29• 

KaL <F'Y]JJ,(LOV ov oo0~<T(Tat avrfi d JJ,~ T?, <T'Y}JJ,(LOV 'Iwva, Mt 4, Lk 29• 

2. 'Oy,!a.s -ye11oµlv71s-of, ovva.o-/Je] CD al. Orn.~ B V X S1 S2• The clause 
can hardly be genuine here. It seems to be a gloss modelled on Lk 126<-56• 

-<TTvy11a1wv] <TTvy116T71s is used of the dulness of the sky in Polyb. iv. 21. 1. 
<TTvyvateu, occurs in the LXX = Cl,;)~ Ezk 2786 2819 A, 3210• 7rvppate,11 seems to 
occur only in Byzantine writers. 1rvppl1e,11 occurs in the LXX, Lev 1J19· 42. 4a. 
•o 14s7, Bli R. 

5. And the disciples came to the• other szile, and forgot to take m: 
bread.] Mk. has : "And they forgot to take bread, and had 
not with them in the boat save one loaf." In Mk. the dialogue 
which follows presumably took place in the boat during the cross
ing of the lake. Mt. by inserting Kal. V,06n£, ol p,a0'Y/m{ before d._ 
TO 1Tlpav in Mk v.13 seems to wish to make it clear that the subject 
of £'1T£Aa.0ovTo did not include Christ. The disciples forgot, not 
the Lord. His insertion has the further effect that the whole of 
what follows took place, not during the crossing, but when they had 
reached the other side. It is necessary, therefore, to omit Mk 14h, 

6. And Jesus said to them, Take heed, and beware of the leaven M 
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.] Mk. has: "And He was 
charging them, saying, Take heed, beware (/3>.l1T£n) of the leaven 
of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod."-1Tpoulx£T£ d1T6] 
see on 1017• Lk 121 also has 1Tpou,x£T£ in this connection.-Kal. 
laooovKalwv] Mk. has Kal. 7'1]'> tvJL'Y}> 'Hpceoov. It is doubtful what 
Mk. intended his readers to understand by the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of Herod. Possibly the plots of the Pharisees and 
the Herodians to kill Christ, cf. Mk 36• Mt. has understood (vp,'Y} to 
mean false teaching, and therefore substitutes laooovKalwv for 'Hpceoov. 

7. And they were reasoning in (or amongst) themselves, saying, m: 
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(He says it) because we took no bread.] Mk. has: "And they were 
reasoning with one another because they have no bread." 1 The 
disciples suppose that the Lord's warning against the leaven of the 
Pharisees had some reference to the fact that they were without 
sufficient provision, as though He were advising them to be on 
their guard against purchasing poisoned loaves.-ol 8l] for Mk.'s 
Ka{, as often.-8,£Aoy{CoVTo lv lavTo,s] occurs again in 21 25• 

M 8. And Jesus,perceiving it, said, Why do you reason in ( or amongst) 
yourselves, 0 ye of little faith, because you have no bread 7] Mk. 
has : "And perceiving it, He s~ith to them, Why do you reason 
because you have no bread? "-yvo-os 8l] for Mk.'s Kal yvov,, as 
often.-£t1rw] for Mk.'s Alyn, as often. Mk. omits o '!170-ov, and 
lv laVTo,s oA,yo'll'LCTTOL. oA,yo1rLCTTOL is also inserted by Mt. in 826, 

where, as in the next verse, He is softening a rebuke administered 
to the disciples. It occurs'.':also in 630 1431• Here 1rlcrn, seems 
to be trust, confidence, assurance in the power of Christ to provide 
food as He had done before. 

M 9, 10. Do you not understand nor remember the jive loaves of 
the jive thousand, and how many baskets ye took up 7 Nor the seven 
loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up 7] The 
editor rewrites Mk vv.17•20 in such a way as to avoid the questions 
in Christ's mouth (see notes on 828 1417 1529 169·10 1711,14.17 181 

197 267• 8), and to soften the rebuke of the disciples; cf. 826, note. 
Mk. has : " Do you not yet understand nor perceive? Have ye 
your heart hardened ? Having eyes, see ye not ? And having 
ears, hear ye not ? And do ye not remember? When I brake the 
five loaves to the five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments 
took ye up? They say to Him, Twelve. When the seven to the four 
thousand, of how many baskets took ye up (their) fulness of frag
ments? And they say to Him, Seven." Mt. three times omits re
ferences to the hardness of the hearts of the disciples; Mk 35 652 817. 

M 11. How do ye not understand 7] Mk. has : " And He was 
saying to them, Do ye not yet understand ? " 

E The editor here adds the explanatory that not about bread I 
spake to you, but beware of the leaven of the ·Phan"sees and Sadducees. 

E 12. Then understand they that He bade them not beware of the 
leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Phan"sees and Sadducees.] 
This explanation, which is connected with the substitution of 
la.88ovKa{wv in v. 6 for 'Hpce8ov, has little to commend it. Whatever 
may originally have been meant by "the leaven of the Pharisees and 

1 fx.ovu,11. So B. D has·elxa.11, and a bi q lzaberent. S1 has "there is no bread." 
IC A C al assimilate to Mt. by substituting lfxoµe11 and inserting Ae"jo11res. But 
Mk.'s txoVITLII is ambiguous. The clause might be rendered, " They were disput
ing (cf. 934) because they have no bread," without any apparent reference to the 
leaven of the preceding verse, which does not appear again in Mk. 's narrative. Mt. 
by inserting >.fyovres and changing fx.ovu,11 into i>.dfJoµe11, connects the "reason
ing" with the preceding saying, and so prepares for his insertion of vv.n. 12• 
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the leaven of Herod," it can hardly have been teaching. The con
nection of the Pharisees with Herod suggests rather that the leaven 
symbolised the hostility and enmity of the Pharisees anc;l of Herod ; 
cf. Mk 36• For a similar note in favour of the disciples, see 1713• 

12. T¾1s Np,rJS. -rwP /J,p-rwP] Orn. TWP 11p-rwP, D S1 S2 a b IP. This is 
probably right. S2 assimilates to the preceding verse by adding "of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees." ~• B L add TWP 11p-rwP ; C E al -rov «pTov. 

18. The editor here omits Mk 822-26• For this omission, see 
on 1529• See also Briggs, The Messiah of the Gospels, p. 93. 

And Jesus having come into the districts of Casarea Philippi, M 
asked His disciples, saying, Whom say men that (I) Son of Man am 7] 
Mk. has: "And Jesus and His disciples went out into the villages 
of Cresarea Philippi, and on the road He asked (l1r'YJpJrn) His 
disciples, saying to them, Whom do men say that I am? "-V,0wv 
8£1 for Mk.'s Kal lfij>..0£v, as often. Mt. substitutes -rov viov -rov 
av0pJ1rov for Mk.'s P,€ to form an antithesis to v.16 0 vios TOV 0wv. 

14. And they said, Some (say) John the Baptist, but others M 
Eli/ah, and others Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.] Mk. has: 
"And they spake to Him, saying that John the Baptist, and 
others Elijah, but others that one of the prophets." Mt., as usual, 
omits Mk.'s o-ri, and corrects £fs into lva to harmonise with the 
other accusatives. The insertion of Jeremiah shows acquaintance 
with Jewish belief in the possibility of the appearance of the 
illustrious dead; cf. 2 Mac 1513tr. where Onias and Jeremiah appear 
to Judas Maccabee; 2 Es 2 18 : "For thy help I will send My 
servants, Isaiah and Jeremiah.'' For the expectation of Elijah, see 
on n 14• Mt.'s oi p,lv is intended to ease the Greek. For £-r£poi 
in the third clause, see Blass, p. 179 ; Win.-Schm. p. 244. 

15. He saith to them, But you, whom say ye that I am 7] Mk. M 
has : " And He asked them, But you, whom say ye that I am? " 

16. And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, M 
the Son of the living God.] Mk. has: "Peter answered and saith 
to Him, Thou art the Christ." Mt.'s o vios TOV 0wv twv-ros is 
explanatory. It has caused the substitution of -rov viov -rov tlvOpJ1rov 
for p,i in v.13 to form an antithesis. 

18-16. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: 
aA.Aoi Si, Mt 14, Lk rn. Mk. has Kal a.\Xoi. 
Si-£l1r£v, Mt 16, Lk 20. Mk. has Xiyn. 
0 vio, TOV Owv 'TOV twVTo,, Mt l6 = TOV Owv, Lk 20, 

17-20. The editor here inserts four verses which are not in 
Mk. For the prominence given to S. Peter, cf. 102 1428-81 1516. 

17. And Jesus answered and said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon L 
Bar Jona, because flesh and blood did not reveal (it) to thee, but My 
Father who is in the heavens.]-llp,wv] for the form, see on 418• 

(3&p is the Aramaic "son," and 'Iwva ( cf. Jn 1 43) = im\ =Jonah. 
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~m1 as a shortened form of pn11 =John, is not found elsewhere. 
See Dalm. Gram. p. 179, Anm. 5.-0'ap~ Kat arµ,a] c,, ,~J is very 
common in the Talmud and Midrashim as an expression for 
humanity as contrasted with God; cf. B. Berakhoth 28b "a king of 
flesh and blood," contrasted with "the King of kings, " the fear of 
flesh and blood" contrasted with the" fear of heaven."-o 7raT~p µ,ov 
0 lv TOtS ovpavots] see on 516• 

L 18. And I also say to thee that thou art Peter, and on tlzis rock 
will I build my church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it.] The 7rETpa is_equivalent to the object of a7reK&>..vrf;e in 
v. 17 "Flesh and blood did not reveal it," i.e. the Messiahship and 
divine Sonship of Christ. "Upon this rock of revealed truth I 
will build my Church." The play upon IIfrpos and 7rfrpa means, 
"You have given expression to a revealed truth, and your name 
ITiTpos suggests a metaphorical name for it. It shall be the 7rfrpa 
or rock upon which the Church shall stand. In other words, it 
shall be the central doctrine of the Church's teaching." The idea 
that the divine Christ is the keystone of the new edifice of the 
Christian Church, finds expression elsewhere in the parallel 
metaphor of the corner-stone in r P 2 4•8, Eph 220.-lKKA'fJ<TLa] As 
the Evangelist wrote the word, he, no doubt, had in mind the 
Christian society for which £KKA'f/<Tla had long been a current title 
(Acts, S. Paul, Hebrews, S. James, S. John's Epp., and Rev.). 
There is no difficulty at all in supposing that Christ used some 
Aramaic phrase or word which would signify the community or 
society of His disciples, knit together by their belief in His divine 
Sonship, and pledged to the work of propagating His teaching. 

7rvAai i8ov J Against the Church the powers of evil shall not 
prevail. But just as the Church has been compared to a building, 
so, too, the powers of evil. These have their metropolis in the 
fortress of Hades. For Hades symbolised as a strong fort with 
barred gates, cf. Is 3810 "the gates of Sheol" (m1Aais i8ov), Job 1716 

"the bars of Sheol," Job 3817 "the gates of death," Ps 913 10718, 

Wis 1613, 3 Mac 551, Ps-Sol 162• ·"The gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against the Church" is a pictorial way of saying, "The 
organised powers of evil shall not prevail against the organised 
society which represents My teaching." 

L 19. I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth shall be bound in the heavens, 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in the heavens.] 

KAets] The figure of the gates of Hades suggests the metaphor 
of the keys. There were keys of Hades, Rev 1 18 ; cf. 91 201• The 
apocalyptic writer describes the risen Christ as having the keys 
of Hades, i.e. having power over it, power to enter it, and 
power to release from it, or to imprison in it. In the same way, 
" the kingdom of the heavens" can be likened to a citadel with 
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barred gates. He who held the keys would have power within it, 
power to admit, power to exclude. In Rev 37 this power is held by 
Christ Himself: " He that bath the key of David, that openeth 
and none shall shut, and that shutteth and none shall open." The 
words are modelled on Is 2222, and express supreme authority. To 
hold the keys is to have absolute right, which can be contested by 
none. Just so in B. Sanh. u3" it is said that the keys of birth, 
of rain, an<;l of the resurrection of the dead are in the hand of God, 
and are delegated to no one. 

It would, therefore, be not unexpected if we found the Messiah 
or Son of Man described as having the keys of the kingdom of the 
heavens. This would imply that He was supreme within it. But 
it is surprising to find this power delegated to S. Peter. We must, 
however, be careful not to identify the lKKA:YJrr{a with the kingdom. 
There is nothing here to suggest such identification. The Church 
was to be built on the rock of the revealed truth that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the Divine Son. To S. Peter were to be given the keys of 
the kingdom. The kingdom is here, as elsewhere in this Gospel, 
the kingdom to be inaugurated when the Son of Man came upon 
the clouds of heaven. If S. Peter was to hold supreme authority 
within it, the other apostles were also to have places of rank : " Ye 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel," 
1828• The lKKA:YJrr{a, on the other hand, was the society of Christ's 
disciples, who were to announce the coming of the kingdom, who 
were to wait for it, and who would enter into it when it came. 
The Church was built upon the truth of the divine Sonship. It 
was to proclaim the coming kingdom. In that kingdom Peter 
should hold the keys which conferred authority. In the next 
clause this authority is described under a different metaphor. To 
"bind" and to "loose," in Jewish legal terminology, are equivalent 
to "forbid" and to "allow," to "declare forbidden'' and to 
" declare allowed "; see Lightfoot, Hor. Heb. in toe. The terms, 
therefore, describe an authority of a legal nature. If he who has 
the keys has authority of an administrative nature, he who binds and · 
looses exercises authority of a legislative character. In the coming 
kingdom Peter was to exercise this two-sided authority.-o ect.v o~IT'!lc; 
E7r2 njc; yijc; lrrrai 0£0£µ.lvov lv Tote; o~pavotc;] The idiom " on earth," 
"in heaven," is simply an emphatic way of stating that the action 
referred to would be permanent in its results : " Whatsover thou 
bindest shall remain bound, shall never be loosed." Cf. B. Joma 
39" : " If a man sanctifies himself a little, he will be sanctified 
much; if (he sanctifies himself) below, he will be sanctified above; 
if (he sanctifies himself) in this world, he will be sanctified in the 
world to come." The contrast, therefore, between earth and heaven 
is merely literary. The words throw no light upon the earthly or 
heavenly position of the future kingdom. But nothing in this 

12 
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Gospel suggests any other locality for it than the renewed (cf. r928) 

earth. 
17-19. The whole passage, therefore, might be paraphrased 

thus: "Happy are you, Simon, son of Jonah, because the truth to 
which you have given utterance was revealed to you by God Him
self: Your name is Petros, and this truth is a rock (-rrfrpa) upon 
which I will build My Church. It will be the foundation truth of 
the belief of My disciples, i.e. of those who await the kingdom of 
heaven. In that kingdom you shall hold an exalted position, 
having the keys of administrative power, and the right to legislate 
for the needs of its citizens." 

As an alternative, we might interpret -ra, KAEt<; with special 
reference - to the function of a key in opening shut doors. Cf. 
Mt 2i8 "You shut the kingdom of the heavens before men: for you 
enter not, n·or suffer those who are entering to go in"; Lk I r52 

"You took away the key of knowledge," i.e. refused to open the 
doors of the kingdom of " knowledge" to others. 8tfJO'w O'ol -ras 
KAEt<; will then mean : " I will give to you the right of admitting 
others to the kingdom." The Evangelist may very possibly have 
had in mind the part taken by S. Peter in the early days of the 
Church in admitting Gentiles to its privileges, just as in the 
"binding" and "loosing" he may have had in mind the prominent 
part taken by S. Peter in regulating the affairs of the infant 
Church. 

It is possible that originally the "keys " described the effect of 
S. Peter's insight into divine truth. His perception that Jesus 
was the Divine Son, was a key which admitted him into the king
dom. By bringing others to the same faith, he would open for 
them, too, the kingdom, in contrast to the scribes and Pharisees, 
who locked it in the face of those who wished to enter, 2318• But, 
if so, the Evangelist by inserting v.18 before v.19, and by combining 
the saying about "the keys" with the saying about "binding" and 
"loosing," has obscured the original meaning. In his connection 
the "keys " are not equivalent t6 S. Peter's faith, but represent 
a privilege promised to the Apostle as a reward for it. Further, 
the position of v.18, with its description of the Church as a fortress 
impregnable against the attacks of evil (the gates of Hades), sug
gests irresistibly that "the keys of the kingdom" mean more than 
power to open merely, and imply rather authority within the king
dom .. And this is confirmed by the "binding" and "loosing" which 
immediately follow. The latter saying occurs again with the verbs 
in the plural in r 818• This may be its more original form. If so, 
the Evangelist is here, as elsewhere, compiling detached sayings, 
fitting them into contexts which seemed to him to be suited to 
them. If we remove, therefore, I9h as alien to the context, we are 
justified in asking whether the remaining three verses originally 
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formed part of this incident. V.17 is in every respect suitable to 
the context. V.18 might seem to betray the hand of the Evangel
ist in the phrase olKo8oµ,1uw µ,ov -r~v lKKA:YJu{av, which certainly 
seems to reflect ideas which presuppose the history and growth of 
Christianity in the early Apostolic age. But if Christ, wishing to 
commend S. Peter's faith, drew from his name a metaphor, "the 
rock," to symbolise the value and importance of the revealed truth 
to which S. Peter had given utterance, this metaphor of the rock 
would suggest the phrase "to build" rather than any such expres
sion as "My disciples shall stand." iKK>.:YJu{a may well be the 
equivalent of some Aramaic expression for community, society, 
school, band of disciples. Further, the idea thus gained of the 
Christian body as a building firmly founded, would suggest the use 
of the common phrase "gates of Hades" to describe the forces 
of evil which would attack it. And it is possible that this latter 
phrase would suggest the keys of the kingdom of the heavens as a 
term expressing some privilege to be given to S. Peter. The real 
difficulty in supposing that vv.11-19a were spoken on this occasion, 
lies in the vagueness of the idea thus expressed. What were the 
keys thus given? Even if we identify the kingdom with the 
Church, it is not entirely satisfactory to suppose that the Lord 
simply foretold that S. Peter was to take a prominent part in the 
work of opening the door of faith to the Gentiles. His share in 
that work, though a great, was not an exclusive one. S. Paul 
bore the burden of it. Of course we might, without identifying 
Church and Kingdom, give the words some such meaning as this. 
The truth of the divine Sonship shall be the keynote of the 
doctrine of My disciples in their work of preaching the coming 
kingdom. All to whom this truth is revealed will have in it a key 
to the kingdom, and will be able to admit others to it, i.e. make 
them members of the society which waits for the kingdom. In 
this case S. Peter would be mentioned on the ground that it was 
he who had given utterance to the divinely revealed truth, with the 
implication that all to whom it should be revealed would have 
the same privileges. But in view of the fact that v. 19b is almost 
certainly added to this context and modified by the Evangelist 
so as to apply specially to S. Peter, it is difficult not to be drawn 
to the conclusion that the whole of the passage, vv.17·19, inserted 
in S. Mark, is the work of the Evangelist. The motive must have 
been to emphasise the prominence of S. Peter in the Christian 
body as foretold and sanctioned by Christ Himself. Through
out the Gospel the twelve Apostles are everywhere represented in 
a more favourable light than in Mk. Rebukes addressed to them 
by Christ are softened, see on 826 169• Statements that they did 
not understand, or did not know what to say, or disputed, are 
passed over, cf. Mk 652 95• 10• 32• 83• 84 1440• On the other hand, it is 
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expressly said that they did understand, Mt 1612 1713• They had 
left all to follow Christ ; but when He sat on the throne of His 
glory they would sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel, 1928• And amongst them Peter was pre-eminent. He was 
1rpwTo,;, 102. He had shown remarkable ventures of faith, 1429·31• 

To him Christ had given the keys, and the power of "binding" 
and "loosing." It is, therefore, possible that 1617·19 are in their 
present order and connection the work of the Evangelist compiling 
detached sayings in honour of the great Apostle. The Jewish 
colouring in these sayings is very remarkable; uapf Kat aiµa, o 
1rarr,p JLOV o EV Tote; ovpavoi:,;, 1rVA.at ~Sov, Ta<; KAEtS, ~ (3aui.\da TWV 
ovpavwv, the "binding" and "loosing," the literary contrast of 
"earth" and "heaven," were probably all common places of Jewish 
theological thought. The single word EKKA'IJu{a alone lies open to 
the suspicion of betraying Christian influence, and it may easily 
be explained as representing a more specifically Jewish or less 
Christian word. 

M 20. Then He charged the disciples that they should tell 110 one 
that He was the Christ.] Mk. has : " And He charged them that 
they should speak to no man about Him."-T6Te] see on 2 7.

SmrTdAaTo] Mk. here has l1rET{JL'IJUfl', but BtEuTe{AaTo in 543 736 99, 

The verb occurs only here in Mt. B* D S1 S2 have l1reT{µ'l]uev.
Toi:s µa0'1]Tai:s] Mk. has avToi:s, but the insertion of vv.17·19 makes 
the explicit reference to the disciples necessary.-oTt avT6s lunv 
b XPtuT6,] for Mk. 's 1rEpt avTov. For similar explanatory glosses, 
see v.22 2667. 73, 

M 21. From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He 
must go to Jerusalem, and suffer much from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again on the third 
day.]-&.1ro ,,-6re] Mk. has ,ea{. Cf. 417• The Galilean mission to 
the common people is over. Henceforth the Lord devotes Him
self mainly to instructing His disciples. The Toi:s µa0,,rni:s for Mk.'s 
alJToi:s assists the emphasis.-avT6v J Mk. has TOV viov TOV &.v0p6J1rov, 
which Mt. has anticipated in v.13• The editor inserts ds 'Iepou6.\vµa 
d.1r£.\0Ei:v Ka{, or rather substitutes it for Mk.'s &.1ro80,ciµau017vai, 
which is involved in 1ro.\.\a 1ra0Ei:v. This carries with it the altera
tion of h6 into &.1r6. D has fi1r6.-rji Tpfry ~JL£P'f lyEp01jvai] for 
Mk.'s p.ETO. Tpe7,. 17µ.lpas &.vaUT17vai. The resurrection took place, 
according to tradition, oh the Sunday after the Friday of the Cruci
fixion. The "after three days " of the Lord's prediction was, there
fore, interpreted as equivalent to "on the third day," counting the 
day of Crucifixion as the first. So S. Paul (1 Co. 154), the writer of 
the Acts (1040), and the first and third Evangelists. Mk 831 931 1034 

and Mt 1 2 40 2 763 retain the "three days." The order 1rpEu/3VTlpwv 
Kat &.pxttpEwv Kat ypaµ.µ.aTlwv is striking, because it is an unusual 
order. The editor has borrowed it from Mk. (so Lk.). Mk. adds 
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here Kat -rrappYJULlf Tov Myov £Ao.A££ ( or lKAaA£t, k S1 Tat.), which 
Mt. omits as being of doubtful meaning. 

22. And Peter took Him, and began to rebu/u Him, saying, M E 
( God) be gracious to Thee, Lord: that shall not happen to Thee.] 
Mk. has: "And Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him." 
The words from Alywv are an explanatory gloss of the editor to 
explain Mk.'s bnnµ(j.v; see on v. 20.-qlA£ws o-ot] Cf. qlA£ws µo, 
= •~ M?•~~ 1 Ch u 19, 2 S 2020 ; Letronne, Recueil des Inscripts 

grecques et latines de l'Egypte, ii. p. 286, tA£ws o-ot, 'AA111rL: 
"(Sarapis) help thee, Alypius ''; or with the subject inserted, ib. 
221, lAEW!, ~JJ,LV IIAcfrwv Kat £VTav0a, quoted by Moulton, Class. Rev. 
1901, p. 436.-ov µ~ Eo-rn,] For the fut. ind. after oii µ~, see 
Blass, P· 209; Moulton, P· 190.--7rpouAaµ{3av£LV] occurs only here 
in Mt. and Mk. Its presence in Mt. is due to Mk. 

28. And He turned, and said to Peter, Go behind Me, Satan: M 
thou art a stumbling-block to Me: because thou thinkest not the 
things of God, but the things of men.] So Mk., without uKav8aAov £! 
iµov, which is inserted by the editor to explain the use of the harsh 
larnva with reference to the Apostle. Mk. also has E7rLUTpacf,ds for 
uTpacf,ds (for o-Tplcf,w, which Mk. never uses, cf. 922), and adds Kai 
lo.)w TOV!, µa0vros avTov, which seems to emphasise the publicity of 
the rebuke. The editor omitted it for this reason, or because he 
missed the point of it here. &-rr{uw, see on 311.-ov cf,povE1s Ta Tov 
0EOv, K.-r.>...] seems to mean: "Your ideas of the Messiah and His 
destiny are superficial. You can.imagine a career of splendour for 
Him, but fail to understand that suffering and death are a part of 
the career planned out for Him by God.'' 

<J'KavoaAov t:! lµ.ov] So ~* B 13 ; £! µov, ~· C; £l lµo{, D latt; 
µov £T, E F al. Abbott,Johannine Grammar, 2566 c, suggests that 
the original may have been £lµ{ uot =" I am a stumbling-block 
[it seems] to Thee!" But };a-rava suggests that the following 
uKavoaAov is used of S. Peter, not of the Lord. In trying to set 
aside thoughts of the coming Passion, Peter was at once Christ's 
adversary and His stumbling-block. And this interpretation alone 
explains the following on. 

21-28. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following: a-rro 
--rjj -rp{'T'[/ ~µlp<[, iy£p0ijvai, Mt 21, Lk 22• 

21. o 'I.,o-ous] So ~• b C al S2 ; 'I'I/IToDs Xpto-T6s, ~* B*. The latter can 
hardly be original. It is the work of a scribe who wished to emphasise the 
fact that this was a turning-point in Christ's ministry and teaching. 

24. Then Jesus said to His disciples, If any one wishes to come M 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me.] Mk. has: "And having called the multitude, with His 
disciples, He said to them," etc. For the saying about the cross, 
see note on 1088, where another form of the saying has been 
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inserted. 
ready to 
example. 
on 1038• 

Here the meaning clearly is that the disciples must he 
face death in allegiance ·to their Master, and after His 

The cross need mean no more than violent death ; see 

M 25. For whosoever wishes to save /us life shall lose it, and who-
soever shall lose his life for .My sake shall find it.] See on rn39.-

~ ' ' ] S 27 ~ ' ~] Mk dd ' ~ ' -' ' o,~Eav ee on I I ,-EVEKEV EfJ,OV • a s Kat 'TOV Evayy=tov. 
For Mt.'s omission of one of two synonymous clauses, see on 816 ; 

and cf. 1929 (VEKEV 'TOV iµ.ov ov6µ.aros for Mk.'s tVEKEV EfJ,OV Kai (VEKEV 
Tov d,ayyEAtov,-E;,p~uEL] Mk. uwun. Mt. assimilates to rn39 in 
order to form an antithesis to cl1ro.:\iuEt. For antithesis in Mt., see 
on 152, 3. 4. 5 198, 9, 

M 26. For what shall a man be profited if he gain the whole world, 
but be deprived of hzs life 7 or what will a man give as exchange for 
hzs life 7] Mk. has : "For what will it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and to be deprived of his life? For what would a man 
give as exchange for his life ? " The meaning seems to be : 
"Suppose a man to shrink from martyrdom, he will, indeed, ' save ' 
his physical life. But he will 'lose' the higher life of the soul. 
To gain the whole world, and to lose this higher life, is a profitless 
proceeding; because this higher life cannot be purchased. No 
money can buy it."-wrpEA'l)0~uEmt] For Mt.'s preference for 
passives, see on 41,-{'l)p,tw0ii] {'l)µ.tovv is to "fine" or "con
fiscate"; so in the passive, "to suffer confiscation or loss of"; 
cf. Phil 38 Ta 1ravra £{'1)µ.tw0'1)v,-clvra.Uayµ.a] is the price paid for 
anything ; cf. Ecclus 615 rpO...ov 1rtuTov ovK luTtv avTa1'..:\ayµ.a, 2 614 
ovK lunv clvr&.1'.1'.ayµ.a 1rE1raiowµ.iv'l)S 1fVX7JS, " there is nothing worth 
so much as, nothing which can be paid in exchange for, a well
instructed soul." oo'i: in Mk. is the aor. conj. ; cf. Blass, p. 49 ; 
Moulton, Class. Rev. 1901, p. 37; Gram. p. 55. l\It. substitutes 
the easier fut. ind. 

Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in this verse in the following: 
wrpEA'l)0~u£TaL /1.v0pw1ro,-'8i, Mt.= wrpEAEtTat /1.v0pw1ros-ol, Lk. Mk. 
has w<pEAEt /1.v0pw1rov-Kat. 

M 27. For the Son of Man is about to come in the glory of His 
Father wi'th Hts angels. And then He shall give to each man 
according to his work.] Mk. has: "For whosoever shall. be 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man shall be ashamed of him when He 
shall come in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.'' Mt. 
has already inserted words parallel to the first clause of Mk. in 1033• 

He therefore omits them here, and makes of 6Tav l.:\0n a main 
clause, µ.iUEL yap-lpxm0ai. µ.i.:\.:\ELv, which here emphasises the 
nearness of the coming, is characteristic of Mt. ; cf. 1 ]12• 22 µ.i1'..:\E£ 
-1rapaoloou0ai for lVlk.'s 1rapao{oorai, 201•· 22 246• He then adds, 
by way of compensation for the omitted clause of Mk., Kal TOTE 
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_, ~ I e I ' ' .-.c_ ., ..., , ..., ~ It:_ "" ' _, '"'] a7!"00W<TEL EKa<TT'{' Ka Ta T1JV 1rpa-.iv avrov.-EY T'[) ·oo-.YJ TOV 1rarpo, aVTOV 
For the glory of the Messiah; cf. Enoch 618 "The Lord of Spirits 
placed the Elect One on the throne of glory," 622 "The Lord of 
Spirits seated Him on the throne of His glory"; and Test. Lev£ 18 .. 

Kal. rore a1ro/lwun, K.r.A.] For the conception of the Messiah 
in glory judging men after their works, cf. Enoch 453 "On that 
day Mine Elect One will sit on the throne of glory, and make 
choice amongst their deeds," 6927 "And He sat on the throne 
of His glory, and the sum of judgement was committed to Him, 
the Son of Man." The terms seem to be borrowed from Ps 
6113 UV a1r0Qwum £KO.<TT</! Kara TO. lpya avTOV; cf. Pr. 2412, Ecclus 
3224. 

28. Vert'ly I say to you, That there are some of those who stand M 
here who shall not taste of death until they see the Son of Man 
coming in His kingdom.] Mk. has : "And He was saying to them, 
Verily I say to you, that there are some here of the bystanders 
who shall not taste of death until they see the kingdom of God 
come with power." The ;AEYEY avrot, of Mk. may be a hint that 
this saying was not spoken on the same occasion as the preceding. 
However that may be, Mt. omits Kat lAE')'EY avTot,, ancl connects 
the words closely with the foregoing. By substituting roY v1oY rov 
ay0pw1rov ipxop.EYOY £Y rfj {3a<TLAE£'!- avTOV for T~Y {3aa£A.day TOV 0eov 
£A1JAv0vtaY £Y ovyaµ.ei, he makes it clear that what the "some of those 
who stand here" will see is the coming of the Son of Man "in the 
glory of His Father," or "in His kingdom." That is to say, he 
believed that that coming would ta!{e place in the lifetime of some 
of Christ's contemporaries. The same belief finds expression in 
1023 and 2434, and has an important bearing on the date of the 
Gospel.-&.p.1Y] see on 518 • .:..,_ yEvEu0aL 0aYarov] was a Jewish 
phrase ; cf. Schlatter, Die Sprache und Heimat des Vierten Evangel
isten, p. 35. It occurs in Jn 852, He 2 9• 

XVIL 1. And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, and James, and M 
John his brother, and leadeth them up into a high mountain pn·vately.] 
So Mk., without TOY aod1.cpoY avrov, and with J,tOYOV'i after KaT' i/l[ay. 
For Mt.'s omission of one of two synonymous expressions, see 
on 816• 

2. And was transfigured before them; and His face did shine as M 
the sun, and His raiment became white as the light.] Mk. : "And 
was transfigured before them ; and His raiment became glistening, 
very white, as a fuller on earth cannot so whiten."-p.ETEp.opcf,wt:/11] 
Both the later Evangelists seem to have found difficulty in the·use 
of this word in reference to Christ. It was ambiguoµs, and it 
might easily be misinterpreted. Lk. omits it, and substitutes 
iyevETO-TO E!oo, TOV 1rpouw1rov aVTOY lTEpOY. For this, cf. Dn 56 

LXX ~ opaui, aVTOV 'YJAAOtw011, Theod. ~ p.opcp~ 'YJAAOLW01), Secrets of 
Enoch 1 7 "the appearance of my countenance was changed;'' 
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Mt. retains the word, but explains it by adding KaL V,aµ.tf,£v T6 
1rp6crw1rov atirov we, 6 ~,\we,. For this, cf. Secrets of Enoch 1 5 "their 
faces shone like the sun," 191 "their faces shining more than the 
rays of the sun," 2 Es 797 "their face shall shine as the sun," Rev 
1 16 "His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength." In 
Enoch 1420 the simile is used of raiment, "His raiment did shine 
more brightly than the sun."--ra Se iµ.a.TLa a&ov ly'-vao A.(1/KCL we, T6 
<f>ws] TCL 8l for Ka( Ta, as often. Mt. omits Mk.'s <TTLA/3011Ta. This 
word is used elsewhe1e of metals, e.g. brass, Ezk 403, Dn (Th) 
106 ; or of hills reflecting the sun's· rays, 1 Mac 639• Lk. substi
tutes E[a<TTpa.1rTwv, which is the LXX equivalent of Theodotion's 
<TTLA{3ovror; in Dn 106• For Mk.'s simile of the fuller, which Lk. 
omits, Mt. substitutes we, T6 <pwc,. 

M. 8. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking 
with Him.] Mk. has: "And there appeared to them Elias with 
Moses, and they were talking with Jesus."-Kal 18ov] see on 1 20• 

The order Moses and Elias, substituted by Mt. and Lk. for Elias 
with Moses, is probably simply due to a natural desire for the 
chronological order; cf. Lk.'s order in u 31• 32, as compared with 
Mt 1241• 42• On Elijah as the expected forerunner of the Messiah, 
see note on v.10• There seem to be traces in Jewish literature 
of a belief that Moses would accompany Elijah when he came; 
see Volz, Jud. Eschat. 191-193, and cf. Jochanan ben Zaccai in 
Midr. Debarim R. Par. 111 (Wiinsche), p. 55: "When I bring the 
prophet Elijah, you shall both (Moses and Elijah) come together." 
Moses may be referred to as one of the two witnesses of Rev 118 ; 

see Bousset and Swete, in toe., and Tert. Anim. 50. 
M 4. And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Lord, it is good for us 

to be here : if Thou wilt, I will make here three booths; for Thee one, 
and far Moses one, and for Elias one.] Mk.: "And Peter answered 
and saith to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here: and let us 
make three booths," etc. For the Semitic use of a1roKpdMc., see 
Dalm. Words, p. 24. Si for Ka{, as often. £T1r£11 for Aey£i, as often. 
-Kvpi£] see on 82• 'Paf3{3d occurs again in Mk 1051 u 21 1445, 

Mt. retains it only in the last instance.--rp£'i:c, crKrivas] The idea 
apparently is that of prolonging the scene. Mk. adds at the end : 
"For He did not know what to answer; for they were very afraid." 
For Mt.'s omission, see Introduction, pp. xxxiii f.; and cf. the 
omission of Mk., 1440°, The "fear" is postponed by Mt. to a 
more suitable place in v. 6• 

M 5. While He was still speaking, behold, a cloud of light over
shadowed them : and behold a voice out of the cloud, saying, This 
is My Son, the Beloved in whom I took pleasure; hear Him. ]-E'n 
atirou ,\aAovvroc,] is inserted by the editor; cf. similar insertions, 
Mt 1246 = Mk 331, and Mt 918 = Mk 521• In both these passages, 
however, the clause is placed at the beginning of a section as a 
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connecting link. Here there seems no reason for the insertion. 
Lk. has a similar clause ; see below. Mk. has Kat iytvETo here 
twice, and in 1 9• 11 2 23 44• 39• Mt avoids it in 19 2 23 44• He bas it 
5 times in a formula, ?28 111 1353 191 251• In J11 = Mk 19 he has 
Kal lllov, and in clause b here he assimilates to that passage. In 
clause a he has simply 1/lov.-vEcf,tA'IJ] Mt. adds cf,w-r,~~; cf. Rev 
1414 vEcf,tA'I'/ AEvK~. The cloud is the symbol of the divine 
presence. It was to reappear in the Messianic period; cf. 2 Mac 
2 8 ocf,B~o"ETat .;, llo~a TOV Kvplo1:1 Kal .;, VEcf,tA'lJ,-£11'EO'KLaO'EV] cf. Ex 

29 • , i- , ' • ' • A.,, ' •~ '] r Mk ' ' , , 40 E'll'EO'Kta-,,EV E'll' aVT'lJV ,,, VE.,,EJ\.,,,.-KaL wov ,or . s KaL £YEVET0, 
assimilated to 317.-o{;To, lunv, K.T.A.] See on J17• Mt, assimilates 
to that passage by adding tv <e d,OoK'lJO'a.-aKOVETE avTov] cf. Dt 1815• 

-avTov aKovo-Eo-fiE] Christ was the prophet foretold by Moses. 
6. And the disciples, when they heard it, fell upon their face, and E 

feared exceedingly.] 
7. And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Rise up, and E 

fear not.] Mk. has nothing corresponding to these two verses. 
Mt., who has omitted tKcf,0/30, yap lylvovTo from Mk 6, where " He 
knew not what to answer; for they, were very afraid" seems to 
express a degree of bewilderment on the part of the Apostles 
which is unexpected, expands it here into the statement that the 
disciples were exceedingly afraid when they heard the divine voice 
from the cloud of light. Lk. places the "fear " at the entry into 
the cloud.-o-cf,ollpa) occurs 7 times in Mt., 1 in Mk., 1 in Lk.-
7rpoo-7JAfhv) see on 48• 

8. And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, save Jesus on(y.] M 
Mk. has: "And suddenly, looking, round, they saw no one with 
them, save Jesus only." Mt. has modified to suit the previous 
verse. " Suddenly looking round" would harmonise badly with 
"Jesus came and touched tbem."-ovlllva] Mt. omits Mk.'s 
ovKtTL ; see Introduction, p. xxxi. 

1-8. Mt. and Lk. both modify Mk. in some striking respects. 
In some of these modifications they agree, but not in others, e.g. 
both feel the necessity of explaining JJ,ETEµ.opcf,tfJB'I'/, but do so in 
different ways; see above. Both omit o-TlA{3ovTa, but Lk. sub
stitutes Uao-Tp&.'ll'Twv. Both omit the simile of the fuller, but Mt. 
substitutes w, To cf,w,. Both transfer the fear of the disciples to 
another part of the narrative, but they do not agree in the position 
which they assign to it ; see on v. 7• These changes look like 
independent editing. Further, both agree in Kat loov and in 
Mwvo-7], Kat 'HAEta,, Mt s, Lk 80 ; in ET7rEV, Mt 4, Lk 83 ; in b-, a&ov 
AaAovvTo,, Mt 5 = TaVTa /le a&ov AtyovTo,, Lk 84 ; and in >..lyovua, 
Mt 6, Lk s5_ Of these all except the insertion of "while He was 
still speaking"=" while He was saying these things," may be 
accidental coincidences. The additions of Mt. in vv.5• 6• 7 are 
probably due to the editor. On the other hand, Lk 31•32 and 
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£.KA.(A£Yp,lvoc; in 35 for &.ya1rr1r6c; rather suggest that Lk. had a second 
source for the narrative. But they might be explained equally 
well by supposing that Lk. is inserting reminiscences of other 
versions of the incident, or as simply editorial insertions. The 
insertion of "while He was still speaking"=" while He was saying 
these things," can hardly be purely accidental, but is insufficient 
even in combination with the other small details, Kat loov, Mwihric; 
Kat 'H.\.({ac;, (i1uv, Alyovcra, to serve as a basis for the theory that 
Mt. and Lk. had in common a second narrative which they both 
used in addition to Mk. If so, their divergences, e.g. in Mt 2 = 
Lk 29, in Lk 31. 32, in Mt 6-7, and in Lk 33, cause fresh difficulties. 
Rather Lk. may be supposed to have read Mt., and to have 
occasionally written reminiscences of Mt.'s phraseology. 

M 9. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged 
them, saying, Tell no man the vision, until the Son of Man be risen 
from the dead.] Mk_ has : " And as they came down from the 
mountain, He charged (/Ji(CTTd.\.aro) them that they should recount 
to no man what they saw, except when the Son of Man should 
rise from the dead." See note on Lk 936• 

~yep0y'j for avacrrfj j cf. On I 621, 

Mk. has here the words: "And they kept the saying to them
selves, disputing what the 'rising from the dead' was." Mt. omits 
other state.ments of misunderstanding on the part of the disciples ; 
cf. the omission of Mk 652 817, and see Introduction, pp. xxxiii f. 

M 10. And the disciples asked Him, saying,. Why therefore do the 
scrihes say that Elijah must come first?] Mk. has : "And they 
were asking Him, saying, Why do the scribes say that Elijah must 
come first?" Two facts in the preceding narrative may have 
suggested this question. The disciples had seen Elijah on the 
mountain. In what relation did this appearance stand to the 
coming which was attributed to him by the official theologians? 
Further, it was part of this official theory, that Elijah would 
prepare the way for the Messiah by restoring all things. (On this, 
see Volz, Jud. Eschat. p. 192.) · But if all things were restored, 
and Israel was made ready for the Messiah, what did Christ mean 
by foretelling His death and resurrection? Why death in view 
of the restorative work of the forerunner ?-l:rrepwrricrav] aor. for 
Mk.'s imperf., as often. T{ for Mk.'s ambiguous on; cf. similar 
changes in q 19 = Mk 928, Mt 911 = Mk 2 16• 

M 11. And He answered and said, Elijah indeed cometh, and shall 
restore all things.] Mk. has: "And He said to them, Elijah 
indeed having come first, restores all things.''-&.-iroKaracrr~crn] for 
Mk.'s &.1r0Kancrravei is an assimilation to the LXX of Mai 45• 

Christ answers that the scribes are right in expecting a return of 
Elijah to accomplish a restoration, because so much was foretold 
in the prophet Malachi. 
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The words which follow in Mk. are very obscurely expressed : 
"And how has it been written concerning the Son of Man, that 
He should suffer much, and be set at nought?" Does this mean : 
"It has not been so prophesied. Elijah's coming was foretold, 
but not the Messiah's suffering"? Or, "Seeing that Elijah was 
predicted as coming to restore, in what sense are the prophecies 
of Messiah's suffering to be understood"? Or, "Elijah indeed 
comes, and (yet) how has it been written of the Son of Man? (It 
stands written) that He should suffer"? "But I say to you that 
Elijah bas come," that is, "It was not only foretold that he should 
come, but he has come in the person of John the Bapti6t." "And 
they did to him whatever they wished." That is, "And he did 
not restore all things, because Herod thwarted prophecy by putting 
John to death. Thus no restoration has taken place, and there 
is room for the fulfilment of the prophecies of Messiah's death." 
"As it has been written concerning Him." To what does this 
refer? The answer is generally found in I K 192• 10 " The fate 
intended for Elijah had overtaken John: he had found his Jezebel 
in Herodias" (Swete). But how can this prophecy by type and 
contrast explain the matter of fact words Ka0w, ylypa'TrTai l1r' 
avr6v? How can the escape of Elijah from death at the hands of 
Jezebel be a prophecy of the execution of John the Baptist at the 
instigation of Herodias? Mt. has re-edited the passage in order 
to simplify it. He omits the obscure question Mk 12b, and the 
equally obscure Ka0w. ylypa1rrai l.1r' avr6v. The reference to 
Herodias can hardly have been present to his mind, for he bas 
omitted Mk.'s statements that she persecuted the Baptist. Further, 
he adds : OUK (TrE'fVWCTaV avrav &AA.a, to explain the failure of the 
prophecy that Elijah should restore all things, and to compensate 
for the omission of Mk 12b adds the definite statement : ovrws Kal 
b vla, TOV &.v0p6l1rov {Lf.AA(L 1rd.CTXELV fi1r' avrwv. 

12. And I say to ;·ou, That Eli/ah has already come, and they M 
did not recognise him, but did in his case whatever they wished. So 
also the Son of Man is about to suffer from them. ]-ovK £1r£yvwuav 
avr6v] i.e. did not recognise Elijah in the person of the Baptist.
..;e;_x'l]crnv] aor. for impert:, as often.-£1ro{"71Tav-oua "70EA'l]CTav] Cf. 
Dn ul6 7rOL~CT£L-KClTO. TO 0EA'IJ!La avrov.-p.EAAEt] see on 1627_ 

13. Then understood the disciples that He spake to them concern- E 
ing John the Baptist.] An editorial comment in favour of the 
disciples; cf. 1612• 

14. And when they came to the multitude.] Mk. has: "And M 
having come to the disciples, they saw a great multitude, and scribes 
disputing with them. And straightway all the multitude seeing 
Him, were astonished; and running up, were saluting Him. And 
He asked them, Why dispute ye with them?" Mt. shortens the 
narrative throughout. Here he omits as elsewhere the question 
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in the mouth of Christ. See Introduction, p. xxxii. The rest he 
probably passes over because it is ambiguously expressed. Who 
were the parties to the dispute-the scribes and the disciples, or 
the scribes and the multitude? Why should the people be 
astonished ( lK0aµ,f3£'iv is a strong word) when they saw Christ? 

There came to Him a man, kneeling down, and saying.] Mk. 
has: "And there answered Him one out of the multitude."-
7rpou-r).\0EV] see on 4 s. 

M 15. Lord, have pity on my son: because he is moonstruck, and in 
evil plight: for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water.] 
Mk. has: "Teacher, I brought my son to Thee, having a dumb 
devil; and wheresoever it takes him, it throws him down : and he 
foams, and gnashes his teeth, and wastes away." And in v. 22 "And 
often it cast him into the fire, and into waters, to destroy him." 
The symptoms seem to be those of some form of epileptic seizure, 
described in Mk. under terms of demoniac possession. Mt. omits 
the references to demoniac possession, except in vv.18• 20.-Kvpie] 
for Mk.'s /ltaauKaAE. A similar change in 825.-uEA1JVla,Ernt] only 
again in 424• 

M 16. And I brought him to Thy disciples, and they could not heal 
him.] Mk. has: "And I spoke to Thy disciples that they should 
cast him out, and they could not (i'.uxV<Tav).-7rpourp,eyKa] See on 
43.-0epa7revuai] because Mt. omits the references to demoniac 
possession. 

M 17. And Jesus answered and said, 0 faithless and perverted 
generation, how long shall I be with you 7 how long shall I suffer 
_you ? bring him to Me here.] Mk. omits l, 'I17uovs.-eT7rev] for Mk.'s 
Hyei, as often.-Ka~ 8ieurpaµµlY1J] is not in Mk.; cf. Dt 325.-µe0' 
ilµwv] "in your company." Mk. has 7rpos vµ,as; cf. Mk 63.-~e] 
is not in Mk. ; cf. Mt 1418• Mk. adds here eight verses describing 
how the boy was brought, how the spirit rent him so that he fell 
on the earth and wallowed foaming, how Christ asked how long 
he had been so afflicted. Then follows a short dialogue with the 
father, after which Christ commands the spirit to come forth; upon 
which the spirit having "cried and rent him much, came forth : 
and he became as dead; so that many said that he had died." 
Jesus then took him by the hand, and he rose up. For all this 
Mt. simply has: 

M 18. And Jesus rebuked him; and the demon came forth from him: 
and the boy was healed from that hour.] It is probable that Mt. has 
intentionally omitted Mk.'s account of this healing. He elsewhere 
omits questions in the mouth of Christ; see Introduction, p. xxxii. 
He elsewhere has omitted a narrative of the expulsion of a demon, 
Mk 128•28, in which it was said that after the command of Christ 
the demon rent the sufferer and cried out. And, lastly, he has 
elsewhere omitted a miracle in which the healing was described 
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as a gradual process, Mk 822-26• He therefore substitutes the 
simple statement that Christ rebuked the demon, and the boy 
was healed; but curiously enough retains the clause that the 
demon came out, although he has elsewhere in the narrative, 
except in the next two verses, suppressed the references to features 
of demoniac possession. For u1ro rij,; rJJpa,; tKELV'YJ'>, cf. 813 922 152s_ 

19. Then came the disciples to Jesus pn·vately, and said, Why M 
could not we cast him out Y] Mk. has : "And when He entered 
into a house, His disciples privately were asking Him, Why (on) 
could not we cast him out?" For Mt.'s omission of the house, 
see on 1515• 8ia rt for Mk.'s on; cf. rt, 1710, for o'l't, and 911 

8ia rt, for o-rt. 
20. And He saith to them, Because of your little faith : for M 

verily I say to you, If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
you s!talt say to this mountain, Remove hence yonder; and it shall 
remove; and not/ting shall be impossible to you.] Mk. has : " And 
He said to them, This kind cannot go out by anything except by 
prayer." This apparently means, "devils ( or this particular 
species of devil) can only be expelled by the power of prayer 
which you lacked." But the words are vague and ambiguous. 
Mt. omits them, and substitutes a direct reproof, "because of your 
little faith." Cf. the editor's use of oAiy6muTo, in 630 826 1481 168• 

To emphasise the effect of faith, he adds a saying, influenced, 
perhaps, by opoi;, ri· 9, which recurs in a different form in 2121, 

where it is taken from Mk. Lk 1 76 has a similar but quite 
independent saying.-&Aiyomu-r{av] T{un, here is different from 
the trust implied in 810 92• 22• 29 158 6 30 826 1431 168• In all these 
passages it is assurance, trust in the power and love of God or 
of Christ. Here it is the same trust, but combined with the 
confidence that the man who has it can himself apply the divine 
power to work miracles. Cf. 21 21 and I Co 132• The Talmudic 
writers use "uprooter of mountains " as a term of praise for a 
skilful expositor of the law who removed difficulties of interpreta
tion. See Lightfoot on Mt 21 21• 

14-20. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. (a) in two or three 
small points, e.g. Al.ywv, Mt 15, Lk 38 ; on, ib.; -lJ8VV'1787Juav, Mt 16, Lk 40; 

£i1r£v, Mt 17, Lk 41 ; Kat 8mr-rpap,p,I.V'YJ, ib.; IL8£, Mt 17, Lk 41 ; (b) in 
omitting the greater part of Mk 20-26, of which, however, Mt. 
shows a trace in v.15 1ro.U.aKt!, yap, K,T,A. = Mk 22, and Lk. shows 
traces in v. 38 lf£cf,V1}> Kpa(n Kat (T1f'apau<rEt ali-rov /J,E'T'. acf,pov Kat 
p,oAt!, ar.oxwpE'i a1r' awov uvv-rp'i{3ov al,-r6v. er. Mk 20• 26, Lk. has 
transposed the convulsions of the sufferer after the command of 
Christ to a general description of his condition before that 
command. Lk. treats Mk 1. 26 in a similar way. It is there said 
that after Christ's command "the unclean spirit rent him, and 
cried with a loud voice." Lk 485 omits the loud cry, and adds a 
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clause to the effect that the demon did him no harm. It is 
therefore probable that the two Evangelists independently modify 
Mk. in this passage. The other verbal agreements are insufficient 
as a basis for a theory of a second source used by Mt. and Lk. 
It may more probably be supposed that Lk. had read Mt., and 
inserted reminiscences of his phraseology into his own account. 

20. o:\,-yo,rurriav] ~ B I 13 22 33 124 346 S2• Ct7rt<TTlav, C D al S1 

latt. o:\,-yo,rurrla occurs only here, but o:\1-yo1r1<rros occurs 4 times in Mt. 
Internal evidence is in favour of o:\1-yo1r1<TTla-( 1) in view of the facts collected 
in Introduction, pp. xxxiii f., it is unlikely that the editor would have written 
d.1r1<rrla here, whilst his use of 6:\1-y61r1<rros 4 times of the Apostles would 
suggest o:\1-yo,r1,rrla as a suitable word here ; (2) the substitution in the 
MSS. of the common d.r1<rrla for the rare o:\1-yo1r1<rrla is easier than the 
reverse process. 

21. -rouro lie ro -ylvos OOK eK1ropevera, ei µ½ lv ,rpo<revxv Ka! v17<rrel\!] So 
~b C D al latt. Omit ~• B 33 e ffl S1 S2• The words are interpolated here 
from Mk 929, which had already been corrupted by the addition of Ka1 
V7/<FTEl(!,. 

M 22. And whilst they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus 
said to them, The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands 
of men.] Mk. has : " And they went out thence, and were going 
through Galilee. And He wished that no one should know it ; 
for He was teaching His disciples, and saying to them that the 
Son of Man is being delivered into the hands of men." 

It is in accordance with the editor's practice to omit Mk.'s 
Kat OVK ~0£AEV iva w; yvot.. Cf. his omission of ovolva ~0EAEV yvwvai 
from Mk 724, ~0EAEV -rrapE>..0Et.V avrovs- from Mk 648• But it is 
difficult to see why he substitutes uuuTpE<poµlvwv 0£ av-rwv lv TU 
raArAa{q, for Mk.'s E7rOpEUOJ/TO Old. "n}S' raAiAa{as-. <T1!<TTpE<pE<r0ai 
occurs only once again in the N.T., in Ac 283, of S. Paul gathering 
sticks. It is used of the movement of soldiers or of men 
conspiring together. Here apparently it means simply to "gather 
together.''-p.iAAn] See on 1627• 

M 23. And they shall kill Ifim, and on the third day He shall be 
raised again.] Mk. has: "And they shall kill Him; and being 
killed, He shall rise after three days." See on 1621• 

M And they were exceedingly gn·eved.] Mk. has: "And they were 
ignorant about the saying, and were fearing to ask Him.'' For 
Mt.'s omission of the ignorance of the disciples, see Introduction, 
p. xxxiii.-Av-rrE7.u0ai] occurs six times in Mt., twice in Mk.
ucf,6opa] seven times in Mt., once in Mk. 

Lk. also found a difficulty in the ignorance of the disciples in 
view of Christ's plain statement. He adds a clause to the effect 
that "it was hidden from them that they should not perceive it," 
probably meaning that their ignorance was due to the divine 
providence. See note on Lk 945• 

22, 23. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following :-
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U, Mt 22, Lk 43 ; Ei1rEv, Mt 22, Lk 43. Mk. has :11.EyEv. µ:AAEt 
7rapaoioo<T0ai, Mt 22, Lk 44• Mk. has 7rapaot'o0Tat. 

22. <Tvurperf,oµhwv] So~ B I. dvaurperj,oµlvwv, CD a!, 

24. And when they came to Capharnaum.] Mk. has: "And M 
they came to Capharnaum." Mt. here inserts (24-27) the incident 
of the stater in the fish's mouth. Mk. has here : "And being in 
a house, He was asking them, What were you disputing about on 
the way? And they were silent, for they had disputed with one 
another on the way (as to) who was the greater." It is quite in 
accordance with Mt.'s practice to omit this. For his omission of 
questions in the mouth of Christ, see Introduction, p. xxxii. For 
his omission of disputes among the disciples, see on 1619• He sub
stitutes for it the simple statement that "the disciples came to Jesus, 
saying, Who is the greater in the kingdom?" 181• But this by 
itself, and as compared with Mk., would be rather abrupt. Mk.'s 
account of the dispute formed a suitable introduction to the dis
course which follows. Mt. therefore, having omitted Mk.'s introduc
tion, substitutes another, viz. the incident of the stater in the fish. 
I.n this story Peter was singled out by the tax-collectors as though 
he were in some way the representative of Christ's followers. This 
affords, therefore, an occasion for the question, " Who then is the 
greater?" i.e. "Why is Peter assumed to be the chief among us?" 

They who receive the half-shekel came to Peter, and said, Does not p 
your Master pay the half-shekel 7 He saith, Yes.] According to 
Ex 3013 every Jew from the age of twenty was to pay half a shekel 
to the Temple treasury once a year. The LXX renders shekel by 
ot'opaXJJ,ov, so that the sum to be paid according to the LXX of 
Ex 3013 was TO ~p..t<TV TOV OtOpaxµov. But Josephus, Ant. iii. 194, 
says that the shekel was equivalent to four Attic drachma!, and calls 
the sum paid to the Temple TO o{opaxµov, Ant. xviii. 312, so that 
this was a current term for the Temple tax. After the destruction 
of Jerusalem, the Romans confiscated this yearly tax, and applied 
it to the support of the Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus; Josephus, 
Wars, vii. 2 r 8. As v.25 shows, it is the tax paid to the Jewish 
Temple that is here intended. The narrative, therefore, reflects 
the condition of things in Palestine before the year 70 A.D. It 
looks like a tradition which had grown up in Palestine to regulate 
the position of Jewish Christians towards the Jewish authorities. 
Christ Himself had paid the Temple tax. His disciples should do 
the same. Earthly monarchs take tribute from subject peoples, 
not from their own race and kin. Christians, as disciples of the 
Son of God, were children of the heavenly King. By analogy, 
they should be exempted from paying tribute to His Temple. This 
might rightly be imposed upon the Jews who, as compared with 
Christians, were strangers and foreigners. But no good purpose 
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could be gained by giving needless offence. For the tax, see 
Schi.irer, u. i. 249 ff. We should expect here T<> 8{8paxµov. For 
the prominence assigned to S. Peter, see on 1619, p. 180. 

P 25. And when he entered {nto the house, Jesus anticipated him, 
saying, What thinkest thou, Simon 1 From whom do the kings of 
the earth receive taxes or tribute; from their own people, or from 
aliens ?]-Eis T~v olK{av] may be a reminiscence of Mk. v. 33.-T{ uoi 
8oK£'i] the phrase is common in the latter part of the Gospel ; cf. 
1812 21 28 2217. 42 26C.6.-oi /3acrtA.£'is rijs yr,s] are obviously contrasted 
with God, the heavenly King; cf. 585.-Twv viwv airrwv] in Oriental 
idiom, means not relatives, but members of one's own race. 
"Earthly monarchs (in the East) take no tribute from their own 
people, but from aliens." The implied analogy is that God, the 
heavenly King, takes no tribute from His own people. But by 
His sons or people the Jews can hardly be intended. Otherwise, 
the meaning would be that the Temple tax, as paid by the Jews, 
was an unjustifiable one, not binding on the consciences of 
religious Jews. It might be paid voluntarily as a freewill offering, 
but not of necessity. It is, however, questionable whether the 
Lord would thus have criticised the imposition of the Temple tribute 
sanctioned by Old Testament precedent, Ex 3013• Compare, how
ever, His criticism of the Pentateuchal distinction between clean and 
unclean meats. Rather the vfo{ seem to signify a class of people 
contrasted with the Jews. The latter are the aliens who are rightly 
called upon to pay tribute to the heavenly King. In this case the 
vio{ must be Christ and His disciples. They were in a true sense 
"Sons of God," cf. 59, and might claim exemption from tribute. 

Tl"-71] taxes on goods.-,ojvcros] the capitation tax. 
P 26. And when he said, From aliens; Jesus said to him, Then 

are their own people free.] 
P 27. But that we may not cause them to stumble, go to the sea and 

cast a hook, and take the first fish that comes up. And having opened 
its mouth, thou shalt find a stater. That take, and give for Me and 
thee. ]-crKav8a,\{uw1uv] See ori 529.-crrnT~pa] The stater was 
equivalent to four drachmIB, and thus exactly equivalent to the 
Temple tax for two persons. The Evangelist probably recorded 
this tradition as illustrative of Christ's foreknowledge and power, 
which emphasised His independence from obligation to pay taxes. 
Divine foreknowledge may also be intended in v. 25 1rpolcf,0acr£V. 

M XVIII. 1. In that hour came the disciples to Jesus, saying, 
Who then {s greater {n the kingdom of the heavens 7] The editor 
here returns to Mk 33, but omits the dispute and Christ's question 
(see above), for which he substitutes the statement that the disciples 
came with a question. The ,J,pa is probably intended as a link 
with the preceding incident. "Why is Peter regarded as chief 
among us? Who is to be chief in the coming kingdom?" In order 
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to form a connecting link, the editor inserts lv lKdvv -rii (f,p'f; cf. 
the insertion of lv lKdv'l! -rip Ka.ip4i, 121. For 1rpo<nJ>..8ov, see on 43. 

2. And He called a child, and placed him in the midst of them, 
and said.] Mk. has: "And sitting down, He called' (lcf,wv'Y}<T£) the 
Twelve, and saith to them, If any one wishes to be first, he shall M 
be last of all, and servant of all. And He took a child, and placed 
him in the midst of them; and having taken him into His arms, 
He said to them." For the omission of lva.yKa.Aiu&.µivo~, cf. 1915, 
In Mk. there now follows a series of sayings, 937-50, broken by 
a short paragraph of incident, 3840. The connection of these 
sayings is sometimes very obscure, and frequently artificial. The 
transition, e.g., from 42 to 43 is difficult, and unless 1rvp{ in v,49 has 
the same reference as in 48, the connection of thought seems to be 
broken there also. It is probable that Mk. has strung together 
detached sayings or paragraphs. brl -r4i ov6µa.-r{ µov of v.37 would 
remind the Evangelist of 38·40 and 41, both of which have a similar 
phrase vv.39· 41. -rwv -rowv-rwv 1ra.ioiwv (=children) of v.37 would 
bring to his remembrance v.42 with its JLLKpwv -rov-rwv -rwv munv6v
-rwv (=recent converts). And the uKa.voa.>..tun of 42 would suggest 
the section 43·48, although this paragraph has no immediate bearing 
on the subject with which the discourse started. Lastly, 1rvpl of 
v.48 would suggest the (probably) quite different 1rvp of v.49 (see 
Swete), and ci>..iu8~ui-ra.i of this verse recalls to the Evangelist's 
mind the saying about salt, v.50. 

The editor of Mt., however, has treated the whole series of 
sayings as though it formed a unity, only omitting some of the 
least harmonious verses. But just as he has made Mk 68·12 and 4 
the basis round which to group a number of other sayings so as 
to form a discourse of some length, so he has d~ne here. The 
relation of Mt. to Mk. may be shown as follows. Passages in 
brackets are added by Mt.: 

Mt 18[8·4] for 3; cf. Mk 1016• 
6 93,a, 

omitted 37b. 

" 
38-40, 
41 

" 6 = 42, 

~] = 43-47. 
omitted 48·50. 
[10-35] 

Mt 191" is a closing formula like that which closes the three 
previous great discourses in Mt 728 II1 1353. 

Of the verses omitted, 37b has already found a place in 1040; 
8840 are omitted because they break the tenor of the speech; 41 

has already been recorded in 1042 ; 48•50 are probably omitted on 
13 
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account of their difficulty. A saying parallel to v.50 has already 
been recorded in 513• Of the verses inserted, 12•14 find a parallel 
in a different context in Lk 153-7 ; 6 finds a parallel in a different 
context in Lk 17 2 ; 7 in Lk 171 ; 15 in Lk 178 ; and 21 in Lk 174• 

L 3. Verily I say to you, Except ye turn and become as children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of the heavens.] That is to say, 
"in asking who shall be the greater, you have entered upon a path 
which will not lead you to this end. The very question shows 
that you do not understand what greatness is. You must turn 
back and recover the childlike temper which is untempted to 
self-advancement. You must become again as children, i.e. 
unassuming. Otherwise, so far from being great in the kingdom, 
you will never even enter it." This verse anticipates Mk 1015• 

L 4. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this child, he shall be 
the great one in the kingdom of the heavens.] That is to say, "great
ness involves humility. To be great one must be unassuming." 

M 5. And whosoever shall receive one such child in .Azy name receives 
Me.] Mk. has : "Whosoever shall receive one of such children 
in My name receives Me." By "receive in My name" here is 
apparently meant to recognise in the humble, unassuming dis
position of children a feature of the Christlike character; cf. 11 29. 

They who recognise and welcome this characteristic of childhood 
receive Christ, i.e. are in communion with Him. 

The editor here omits Mk 37b·41• But it is noticeable that in 
1040- 42 he has parallels to the first and last of these sayings. 

M 6. And whosoever shall cause to stumble one of these little ones who 
believe in Me, it is expedient for him that an ass's millstone be hanged 
about his neck, and (that) he be sunk into the deep sea.] Mk. has : 
"And whosoever shall cause to stumble one of these little ones who 
believe in Me, it is good for him rather if an ass's millstone is placed 
about his neck, and he is cast into the sea."-3, Sl] for Mk.'s Kal. 
il,, as often.-Twv m<TTw6vTwv] In Mk. the thought of the dis
course has been turned by the im,ertion of vv. 38-40 from the 
consideration and treatment of children to that of children in 
faith and belief.1 In Mt., who has omitted 38•40, the thought is 
still of children. The editor retains Mk.'s Twv m<TTw6vrwv £ls lp.l. 
in spite of its incongruity. Mk. has Ka.Aav l<TTiv-p.a>..>..ov for 
<Tvp,cplp£L. Mt. assimilates to 529• 30• Lk. in 171 has Av<TLT£At:'i'.
£va Kpt:p.au0iJ] Mk. has ei 7rt:plKt:imi. So Lk. The iva is an 
assimilation to 529•30.-Kam7rovn<T0fil Mk. has f3lf3>..TJTat, Lk. 
l.ppt7rTaL.-7rlAayo, -nj, 0aAa<T<TTJ,] Mk. has 'T~V 0&>..a<T<TTJV simply. 
m<TT£v£Lv £1, occurs only here in Mt. In Mk. it is wrongly 
omitted by ~ D ~ a b ff i k. The 7rt<TnvavTwv t:l, lp.l there, 

1 Men like the Exorcist, vv, 38•40, or like he who merely gave a cup of cold 
water, v. 4\ were "little ones who believe in Me." No stumbling-blocks were 
to be placed in their way. 
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immediately after vv. 38·41, can only refer to such as had confidence 
in the power of Christ, like the man who cast out demons in His 
name even though he was not an immediate follower of Christ. 
The construction does not occur again in Mk. nor in Lk. It is 
common in Jn. The TWV 11-io-rEvovTwv Ei, lµt in Mt. is incongruous, 
and is only explicable as borrowed, i.e. not omitted, from Mk. 

7. Woe to the world because of stumbling-blocks I for there is L 
necessity that stumbling-blocks come; but woe to that man through 
whom the stumbling-block comes I] Lk 171 has: avlvOEKTOv lo-nv Tov 
TO. O"Kc1VOaAa /1-~ i.A0iiv, 1rA~v oval. oi' Ofl lpxErnt. The editor inserts 
the saying here because of the verbal connection betwe~n o-Kavoa>..a 
and o-KavoaA{uv of the previous verse ; cf. the juxtaposition of 610 
(acpav{{ovo-i) and 619 acpavl{Et. For KOO"f1-0,, cf. 514 1338. 

B. And if thy hand or thy foot is causing thee to stumble, cut it M 
off, and cast (it) from thee. It is good for thee to enter into life 
maimed or halt, than having two hands or two feet to be cast into 
the eternal ftre.] [Mk. has two separate sayings for the hand 
and the foot: "And if thy hand should cause thee to stumble, cut 
it off. It is good for thee maimed to enter into life, than having 
the two hands to go away into Gehenna, into the unquenchable 
fire. And if thy foot should be causing thee to stumble, cut it off. 
It is good for thee to enter into life halt, than having the two feet 
to be cast into Gehenna." Mt. has the saying about the hand in 
530• He combines here, selecting f3>..'Y/0~vai (Mk 45) rather than 
li1rE>..0Etv ( 48). In 529-80 he has both verbs. He assimilates to 
529 by substituting d O"Kavoa>..l{Et for i.a.v O"Kavoa>..t<r[/ ( {{v ), and 
£KKOtpOV for a1rOKotf,rov, and by adding Kat /3aAE a1ro O"OV j cf. Intro
duction, p. xxx. For "life," see on 714.-Ei. To mp To aiwvwv] 
Mk. has : d. T'Y)V yEEVav, Ei, TO 1rvp TO ao-/3EO"TOV. TO mp TO alwvwv 
is an assimilation to 2541• alwvw, occurs again in 2546 of KOAao-i,, 
and in 1916. 29 2546 of {w1. On the idea of everlasting punishment, 
see Volz, Jiid. Eschat. p. 287. Cf. Ps-Sol 285 a71"WA.Eta aiwvw,; 
Enoch 91 9 ''eternal judgement"; 2 73 "judgement-continually, for 
ever"; 2 2 11 "punishment and torture for ever"; 6718 "fire which 
burns for ever"; Josephus, Wars, ii. 164, "everlasting punishment" 
( aiol'tl nµwp{i Ko>..a{Eo-0ai); Ant. xviii. 14, "an everlasting prison" 
(Eipyµov ai'.owv); Secrets of Enoch 106 hell is "an everlasting 
inheritance"; Jubilees 2432 "eternal malediction"; Berakhoth 28b 
(Jochanan ben Zaccai) "All the more should I weep now that 
they are about to lead me before the King of kings, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, who lives and abides for ever, and for ever and 
ever; whose wrath, if He be wrathful, is an eternal wrath; and if 
He bind me, His binding is an eternal binding ; and if He kill 
me, His killing is an eternal killing ; whom I cannot placate with 
words, nor bribe with wealth"; Baruch 8512 "there will be no 
opportunity of returning, nor a limit to the times." In view of this 
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general drift of contemporaneous thought upon this subject, there 
is no justification for the attempt to weaken the meaning of alwvto, 
in this Gospel. For the questions raised as to the duration of 
punishment in the Rabbinical schools, see Volz. 

M 9. And if thy eye is causing thee to stumble, pluck it out, and 
cast (it) from thee. It is good for thee with one eye to enter into life, 
than having two eyes to be cast into the Gehenna of fire.] Mk. has : 
"And if thy eye should be causing thee to stumble, cast it out. It 
is good for thee with one eye to enter into the kingdom of God, 
than having two eyes to be cast into Gehenna, where 'their 
worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched.'" Mt. assimilates 
to 529 by substituting Ei-cTKav8a>..t{n for lav-O"Kav8aA£t,g, O"o[ for 0"£, 
l!eAe for EK/3aAe, and by adding Kai /3a.Ae d1ro uov. The addition 
of Tov 1rvp6s after ydva.v is an assimilation to 522 and a substitute 
for Mk v.48• 

L 10. Take heed, do not despise one of these little ones; for I say 
to you, That their angels in heaven alwaJ'S see the face of My Father 
who i's in heaven.] The editor adds a saying which clearly has 
reference to children, not to adult Christians of childlike faith, 
and is an additional proof that in v. 6 he still had literal children in 
mind. The Tow µ,iKpwv TovTwv of v.6 and of this verse probably 
suggested the insertion of this saying here. See note on v.7.
{3AlrrovO"iv To 1rp60"w1rov] Cf. 1 K 108, 2 K 2519, To 1215• The 
"seeing the face" means that they stand in the immediate presence 
of God. The verse gives an additional reason for reverencing the 
Christlike qualities of children; cf. v. 6• 

L 12. What think ye? if any man have a hundred sheep, and one 
of them stray, doth he not leave the ninety-nine, and go to the 
mountains and seek that which has strayed 7] 

L 18. And if z't happen that he find it, verily I say to you, that he re-
joices more over it, than over the ninety-nine which did not stray.] Lk 
153·7 has a similar saying. The parable there illustrates the divine 
love which seeks to reclaim sinners. In Mt. after v.10 and before 
v.14 it apparently illustrates from another point of view the value of 
children in God's sight. Their angels stand in His presence, and 
He cares for them as a shepherd does for his lost sheep. But this 
can hard! y be an original connection. 

L 14. So z't i's not the will of (before) your Father who is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should pensh.] Vv.12-14 have probably 
been added here by the editor as a third saying about Twv µ,iKpwv 
TovTwv; cf. vv.6• 10• Even if vv.1°·14 be interpreted of children in 
faith, t'.e. recent converts, vv. 12•14 can hardly be in an original 
connection. They presuppose a context such as that in Lk. 
where they would illustrate the divine love, not for children or for 
childlike believers, but for sinners who had strayed away from His 
love. For 0EA'l]µ,a lµ,1rpo0"0Ev, cf. l 1 26 evBoKla lµ,1rpo0"0ev. 
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10. TWV Jl,LKpwv TOUTWV] D b C ffU g1 2 S2, add TWV '1rLIJ"TEU6v-rwv els 
lµi, to assimilate to v. 6• The words are very unsuitable here. 

11. 'fiMe 'YO.P O u!os -roO dvlJprfnrou q{;,qa,, TO a,,ro;\w;\os] So D al S2 latt. 
Omit NB L * l 13 33 e ff

1 S1• The verse is interpolated from Lk 1910, 

apparently in order to make some sort of connection between v, 10 and 12•1~. 

15. The thought with which the discourse started was the 
necessity of an unassuming and unpretentious disposition in those 
who hope to enter the kingdom. Children and behaviour towards 
them were the test of this quality, vv.1·5• A change was then 
made to the consideration of conduct towards children, and the 
sin of putting stumbling-blocks in their path, v.6• Another abrupt 
change due to Mk. introduced the subject of a man who puts 
stumbling-blocks in his own spiritual life, vv.7·9• Lastly, in some 
verses added by Mt. to Mk.'s discourse the thought returned to 
the consideration of right conduct towards children (or childlike 
believers?), vv.10·14• In these last three verses the thought of 
God's forgiveness of sinners is not prominent. Rather the thought 
emphasised here is that of His love for children (or childlike 
believers?). But the love of God is most strikingly expressed in 
His forgiveness of sin, and the Evangelist is aware that the 
parable could more appropriately be employed to illustrate His 
forgiving love. This suggests to him the sayings which follow 
about forgiveness as a necessary qualification of the Christian 
character. It seems clear that the juxtaposition of the ideas of 
giving no offei;ice to little ones, v. 6, and of forgiving sin, v.15, is 
purely artificial and literary, and that it is due to the editor of 
the Gospel. Now it is noticeable that vv.6• 7· 15• 21 are paralleled 
in Lk 1 72, 1. 3• 4• That is to say, that both Evangelists connect 
the ideas of giving offence to little ones and of forgiving sin. 
Since a motive for this connection can be discovered in Mt., 
whilst in Lk. it seems purely arbitrary, it seems probable that 
Lk 171•4 is due to reminiscence of Mt 18. 

15. And if thy brother sin against thee, go convince him between L 
thee and him alone : if he hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.] 
Lk (17 3• 4) has: "If thy brother sin, rebuke him; and if he repent, 
forgive him. And if seven times a day he sin against thee, and 
seven times turn to thee, saying, I repent, thou shalt forgive him." 
Cf. Test. Gad 63-7 " If he admit his offence and repent, forgive 
him."-lAey(ov] cf. Lev 1917 £A£YP.'f lAly(w; T6V 7rA7Jui6v uov.
p.eTa[v uov Kal m'iTOv] is an Aramaism. The thought is of personal 
offences. The Christian disciple is to be reconciled to his offended 
fellow-Christian before he can bring offerings to God, 5~3- 24• He 
must also do everything in his power to bring one who has wronged 
him to penitence and to forgiveness. 

16. But if he will not hear (thee), take with thee one or L 
two more, that at the mouth of two witnesses or three every word 
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may stand.]-.lav oe µ,~ dKova-17] i.e. if he will not admit his wrong
doing and be reconciled to you.-1rapa>..a/3£ p.,£ra a-ov lri lva 
,} ovo] i.e. take with you one or two that they may admonish 
him, and be witnesses to the fact that you have made efforts to 
re-establish amity.-lva ,} ovo] in order that the Mosaic "two or 
three " may be satisfied. The two or three are the offended 
Christian and the one or two whom he takes with him. The 
matter is not treated from a strictly legal point of view, because 
the offended person would not be regarded as a witness in a law 
court. Moreover, the one or two are to witness not to the offence, 
but to the unwillingness of the offender to be reconciled, and to 
the efforts made by the offended party to bring about reconcilia
tion. It is probable that the quotation is an addition to the 
original saying made by the Evangelist, or by the compiler of 
his Jewish Christian source. The words quoted are from Dt 1915 

£7rL <rr6µ,aro, Ovo p.,aprvpwv Kat £7rt <rr6µ,aro, rpiwv µ,aprvpwv <TT~<T€Tat 

1rav p7Jp.,a. Luc has ovo µ,aprvpwv ,} -rpiwv. 
L 17. But if he refuse to hear them, tell it to the Church : and if he 

refuse to hear the Church also, let him be to thee as the Gentile and the 
toll-gatherer.] 1rapaKovrn, in the later Greek is to refuse to hear, cf. 
Es 38• 8, To 34, Polyb. xxvi. z. 1, xxx. 18. z, and Mk 536 with Swete's 
note.-£KKA:r1a-{a] see on 1618• The Church is the society of 
disciples of Christ who dwell in any place. For WviK6, and 
nAwv'YJ,, see on 546• 47• The Christian disciple who refuses to be 
reconciled to his fellow-Christian is to be regarded as no true 
member of the Society. 

L 18. Verily I say to you, Whatsoever things you shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven : and whatsoever things you shall loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.] The saying with the verbs in the 
singular has already been recorded in 1619• Here it means that 
the decisions of the community regarding what is or is not 
justifiable in its members must be regarded as final. 

L 19. Again I say to you, That if two of you agree upon eart!t 
concerning anything which they shall ask, it shall be done for them 
from My Father who is in the heavens.] This gives the reason for the 
assurance made in v.18• The decisions of the community will be 
final, because God will hear the petitions of even two Christians 
who agree together. But the verse cannot be in an original 
connection. In v.18 the agreement presupposed is agreement in 
coming to decisions upon questions which concern the Church's 
welfare. V.19 is clearly an encouragement to prayer on the ground 
that the agreement of the smallest number in their petitions will 
insure an answer. The "on earth" and "in heaven" in both 
verses suggested the insertion of 19 here. Cf. note on v. 7• 

L 20. For where two or three are gathered in My name, there 
am I in the midst of them.] That is to say, the prayer of two 
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who are agreed will receive an answer, because Christ is with 
His disciples in their prayer ; cf. Sayings of Our Lord, Log. v. : 
"Wherever there are (two) they are not without God, and wherever 
there is one alone I say I am with him " ; Mal 31G "They that feared 
the Lord spake often the one to the other, and the Lord hearkened 
and heard"; Aboth 33 "Two that sit together and are occupied in 
the words of the Law have the Shechinah (i.e. the Divine Presence) 
among them." Cf. 39 and B. Berakhoth 6" quoted by Taylor, 
The Oxyrhynchus Logia, p. 34 f. 

15. els ul] So D al latt S1 S2• The words are wrongly omitted by ~ 
BI 22 234*, and if not expressed would have to be understood. They are 
not found in Lk 173, but occur in the next verse. V,ro:ye is omitted by S1 S2• 

20. D S1 have this verse in a negative form : "For there are not two 
or three gathered together in My name that I am not in the midst of them." 

21. Then came Peter, and said to H£m, Lord, how often shall my L 
brother sin against me, and I shall forgive him ? unto seven times ?] , 
Lk 1 74 has : "And if seven times in the day he sin against thee, and 
seven times turn to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him." 
For the introduction of Peter, cf. 1428 1515 ; and see note on 1619, 

p. 180. 

22. Jesus saz"th to him, Not, I say to thee, until seven times; but, L 
until seventy times seven.] The latter number is meant as an 
indefinitely great one. There is the same literary contrast between 
seven and seventy times seven in Gn 424 LXX. Cf. Moulton, 
p. 98 : " A definite allusion to the Genesis story is highly probable. 
Jesus pointedly sets against the natural man's craving for seventy
sevenfold revenge, the spiritual man's ambition to exercise the 
privilege of seventy-sevenfold forgiveness." Dr. Moulton had pre
viously said that the meaning "seventy-seven times" is unmistakable 
in Genesis. It is very probable that Mt.'s E/3oop.71KovT&.Ki<; l1ITa is 
modelled on the similar phrase in Genesis, but it seems doubtful 
whether in both passages we should not translate seventy times 
seven, rather than seventy-seven times. In Mt., D has l/3oop,71Kov
Td.Kt<; l1rTa.Ki<;, an obvious emendation. Blass renders seventy times 
seven, p. 145. So Wellhausen and Zahn, in loc. Contrast the 
teaching in the Babylonian Talmud, Joma 86b "Rabbi Jose ben 
Jehuda said, If a man commits an offence once they forgive him, 
a second time they forgive him, a third time they forgive him, the 
fourth time they do not forgive him: for it is said (here follow Job 
3s29 and Arn 2 6) "; sr "Rabbi Isaac said, Every one who vexes 
his neighbour, if only in words, must appease him." "Rabbi Jose 
ben Hanina said, He who begs forgiveness from his neighbour 
must not do so more than three times, for it is said" (here follows 
Gn 2 17, in which are here three particles of entreaty). 

28. The editor now inserts a parable to illustrate the necessity 
of forgiveness. 



200 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW [XVIll. 23-34. 

L 23. Therefore the kingdom of the heavens is like to a man, a king, 
who wished to take reckoning with his servants.]-wµ,o,©017] See on 
11l6.-&.110p©7r<i> ,Baa-i.\.e'i] cf. 201 22 2 1352. Here and in 22 2 tl.v0pw7ro<; 
,Baa-i.\.eu<; probably means "an earthly king," a grecised form of the 
Jewish "king offlesh and blood" which is common in the parables of 
the Talmud and Midrashim.-a-wiipa,.\.6yo11] occurs in BU 775, 2nd 
cent. A.D.; the middle voice in Fayum Ttrdlns, p. 261, a-uv~pµ,a, Myov 
Tqi 7r'aTp{, 1st cent. A.D.; and in Ox. Pap. i. 113, 2nd cent. A.D. 

L 24. And when he began to take account, there was brought to him 
a debtor to the amount of ten thousand talents. J-ek o«fm.\.lT1J<;] Cf. 
Blass, p. 144. And see on 918.-µ,up{wv rn.\.avTwv] The talent 
was equivalent to 6000 denarii, or £240. 10,000 talents is, there
fore, an enormous sum. \Ve must either suppose that the sum is 
heightened in order to form a literary contrast to the 100 denarii, 
or suppose that the servants here referred to are the higher officers 
of the king, through whose hands would pass the imperial taxes. 

L 215. And when he was unable to pay, his lord commanded him to 
be sold, and his wife and children, and all that he had, and payment 
to be made.] 

26. Therefore the servant fall down, and did homage to him, 
saying, Lord, have forbearance with me, and I will pay thee all.] 

L 27. And the lord of that servant had compassion on him, and 
absolved him from the debt.] 

L 28. And that servant went out, and found one of his fallow-
servants, who owed him one hundred denariz:] The denarius was 
worth about eightpence halfpenny. 

And he seized him, and held him by the throat, saying, Pay any
thing thou owest.] 

L 29. Therefore his fallow-servant jell down, and besought him, 
saying, Have forbearance with me, and I will pay thee.] 

L 30. And he would not; but went and cast him into prison, until 
he should pay what was owed.] 

L 31. Therefore his fallow-servants, seeing what had happened, were 
grieved exceeding(v, and came and recounted to their lord all that had 
happened.]-l.\.v7rYJ017a-av a-«f,6Spa] see on 1723• 

L 32. Then his lord called him, and saith to him, Thou evil servant, 
I forgave thee all that debt, since thou besoughtest me. ]-ToTe] See 
on 27.-o«f,ei.\.~] occurs in 1 Co 73, Ro 137•1 

L 33. Oughtest not thou to have had pity on thy fallow-servant, as 
I had pity on thee ?] 

L 34. And his lord was angry, and delivered him to the tormentors, 
until he should pay all that was owed.] 

1 For examples from the Papyri, see Deissmann, Bib. Stud. p. 22r. And 
add Ox. Pap. ii. 286. r8 (A,D. 82), 272. r6 (A.D. 66), iv. 719. 24 (A.JJ. 193), 
736. 75 (A.D. I); Fayum Towns, 247. The word is not found in literature out
side the New Testament, 
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35. So also my heavenly Father will do to you, if ye forgive not L 
each his brother from your hearts.] 

The details of the parable do not seem altogether consistent. 
After v. 23 we seem to have a story of a wealthy merchant and his 
slaves, rather than one of a king and his ministers. The story 
has quite probably been adapted by the editor to suit the context. 
But the main point, that an unmerciful disposition will meet with 
the divine wrath, is quite clear. The parable begins with the 
formula "the kingdom of heaven is like." This means nothing 
more than that a lesson may be drawn from what follows, which all 
who hope to enter the kingdom should lay to heart. · 

E.-XIX. 1-XX. 34. JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM. 

XIX. 1-12. From Mk 101·16. 

1. And it came to pass, when Jesus finished these words.] For E 
the formula, cf. 728 111 1353 261. 

He departed from Galilee, and came into the boundaries ofM 
Ju dee a be;•ond Jordan.] Mk 1 o1 has : "And He arose thence, and 
cometh into the boundaries of Judcea, and beyond Jordan."-l>..0w] 
for Mk.'s hist. present, as often. The addition of d1ro Tijs raAiA.a{as 
marks the editor's perception of a new stage in Mk.'s Gospel. 

2. And there followed Him many multitudes; and He healed them M 
there.] Mk. has: "And there journey with Him(?) again multitudes; 
and as He was wont, He was teaching them.''-~KoAov011crav] Mt., 
as often, avoids the hist. pres. crov1rop'Evovrni. He omits Mk's Semitic 
dva<rTas as in 1521 = Mk 724 and 2660 = Mk 1457, and omits also, as 
often, Mk.'s 1ra>..iv.-i0Epa,rEvuEv] The editor substitutes healing 
for teaching in 1414 = Mk 634, and in 2114 = Mk u 18.-oxA.ot 7r'OAAol.] 
For the addition of ,roUo{, cf. 4 25 81• 18 132 1580. 

In Mk. most MSS. have uvv,ropEVOVTat 7r'aAtV oxAot. This is 
the only occurrence in Mk. of the plural ox>..oi. But D S1 a b c ff 1 

i k q have the singular. uvv1ropEvEu0aL occurs only here in Mk. 
D has uvvlpXETat, cf. Mk i 0• crov,ropEvEu0ai ,rp6s is awkward, and 
the reading of D al may be original. 

3. And there came to Him Phan"sees, tempting Him, and saying, M 
Is it lawful to put away a wife for every cause 7] Mk. has : "And 
Pharisees came and were questioning Him, if it is lawful for a 
man to put away a wife, tempting Him." At first sight Mt. seems 
more likely to be original than Mk. The Jews did not question 
the legality of divorce. That was legalised by Dt 241• 2• But 
they debated about the scope and limits of reasons for divorce. 
Cf. Gitlin 903, where the views of the schools of Hillel and of 
Shammai are given. The former allowed divorce for trivial offences, 
the latter only for some unchaste act. But it is clear that Mt. is edit
ing Mk., and that in KaTo. 1rauav aiTlav and (Ei) µ,~ i1rl ,ropvE{q., v.9, he 
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has inserted into Mk.'s narrative matter which is really inconsistent 
with it. In Mk. the Pharisees first put their leading question, Is 
it lawful to divorce a wife? They themselves would have no doubt 
of the legality of this, but they test Christ (1mp&.(ovT£<;;, Mk 2), 

knowing probably from previous utterances of His that He would 
reply in words which would seem directly to challenge the Mosaic 
law. Cf. His criticism of the distinction between clean and unclean 
meats, Mk 714•23• Christ answers with the expected reference to the 
law, What did Moses command? They state the Old Testament 
law. Moses sanctioned divorce. Christ at once makes His 
position clear. The law upon this point was an accommodation 
to a rude state of society. But a prior and higher law is to be 
found in the Creation narrative, " Male and female He created 
them," Gn 1 27 LXX, i.e. God created the two sexes that they 
might be united in the marriage bond, which is, therefore, ideally 
indissoluble. In answer to a further question of His disciples, 
the Lord enforces the lesson. A man who puts away his wife and 
marries another commits adultery. A woman who puts away her 
husband and marries another commits adultery. Upon this point 
Christ's teaching passes beyond the ordinary conditions of Jewish 
society. No woman could divorce her husband by Jewish law. 
But that is no reason why the Lord should not have expressed 
himself as Mk. records. There were exceptional cases of divorce 
by women in Palestine. Cf. Salome, Jos. Ant. xv. 259: "She 
sent him (Costobar) a bill of divorce, though this was against the 
Jewish law (and dissolved her marriage with him).'' And there 
is no reason why He may not have been acquainted with the 
possibility of divorce by women in the West, or why, even if He 
had not this in view, He may not have emphasised His point by 
stating the wrongfulness of divorce on either side of the marriage 
tie. All this is logical and consistent. Compare with it Mt.'s 
account. The Pharisees are represented as inquiring, Is it lawful 
to put away a wife on any pretext? Christ answers as in Mk., that 
marriage from an ideal standpoint is indissoluble. The Pharisees 
appeal to the law against this judgement. In reply we should 
expect the Lord, as in Mk., to state the accommodating and 
secondary character of the legal sanction of divorce, and to reaffirm 
the sanctity of marriage. But instead, He is represented as affirm
ing that 1ropvda constitutes an exception. Thus He tacitly takes 
sides with the severer school of Jewish interpretation of Dt 24, and 
acknowledges the permanent validity of that law thus interpreted 
in a strict sense, which immediately before He had criticised as an 
accommodation to a rude state of social life. This inconsistency 
shows that Mk. is here original, and that KaTa 1racrnv alTlav and ( d) p,Yf 
J7r). 1ropvE{Cf are insertions by the editor of Mt. into Mk.'s narrative. 
The motive of these insertions can only be conjectured. But in 
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view of other features of the Gospel, it is probable that the editor 
was a Jewish Christian who has here judaised, or rather rabbinised 
Christ's sayings.1 Just as he has so arranged vv.16·20 as to represent 
Christ's attitude to the law to be that of the Rabbinical Jews, who 
regarded every letter of the law as permanently valid, so here he 
has so shaped Christ's teaching about divorce as to make it con
sonant with the permanent validity of the Pentateuchal law, and 
harmonious with the stricter school of Jewish theologians. It is 
probably to the same strain in the editor's character, the same 
Jewish Christian jealousy for the honour of the law and for the 
privileges of the Jewish people, that the prominence given to Peter 
(see on 1619, p. 180), and the preservation of such sayings as 
105•6• 23 is due. And to the same source may probably be attri
buted the judaising of Christ's language, in such expressions as "the 
kingdom of the heavens,"" The Father who is in the heavens." 

3. Ei lfEITTLV] See note on 1210.-Kanl 11"anav aiT[av J cf. Jos. 
Ant. iv. 2 53: -yvvaiKo<;; il£ rij. ITVVOLKOVIT'YJ'> {3ovA.oJLEVOS Sia,EvxO~vai 
Ka0' duil'YJ71"0TOVV aiTws. 

4. And He answered and said, Have ye not read, that the M 
Creator from the beginning made them male and female 7] Mk. has: 
" But from the beginning of the creation male and female He 
made them." tJ KT[ua, a1r' ap~. is an adaptation to suit the 
altered order of Mk.'s d1r' apx~- KT{uEw,, for which cf. Pesikta 
R. K. 21 (Wiinsche, p. 205): c~n, Set m''i::l n~nno.2 tl.puEV Kal. 
0rJ>..v l.1ro{'YJ1TEV avTov, is a quotation from the LXX of Gn 127 52. 

5. And said, For this cause shall a man leave the father and the M 
mother, and shall be joined to his wife; and the two shall become one 

.flesh.] Mk. has no "and said," and omits the second clause of 
the quotation. The editor has inserted Ka). E!1rEv to separate the 
two quotations, and inserts the clause omitted by Mk. The 
passage comes from the LXX (the Hebrew has no "two") of 
Gn 224, which has avTov after 1raTlpa and after JL'YJTlpa. Luc omits 
the second avTov. So Mk. Mt. omits both. 

The idea involved in the verses seems to be that God created a 
single pair, who were therefore destined for one another. It was also 
written that a man should forsake his parents and cleave to his wife, 
and that he and his wife should be one flesh. In other words, married 
couples were in respect of unity, as the first pair created by God, 
destined for one another. Divorce, therefore, should be out of the 
question. This conclusion is expressed in the next verse. 

6. So that they are no longer two, · but one .flesh. What therefore M 
God joined together, let not man separate.] So Mk. Divorce, 
therefore, is from an ideal standpoint not to be thought of. 

7. They say to Him, Why then did Moses command to give a bill M 
1 See also p. 167, note 1. 
2 Cf. also Ass. Mos 117 124 ab i11itio creaturm orbi"s terrarum. 
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of divorce, and put away (a wife) 7] In Mk. this clause occurs 
earlier in the narrative in the form, "And he answered and said, 
What did Moses command you? And they said, Moses allowed 
us to write a bill of divorce, and to put away (a wife)." Mt., as 
usual, avoids the question in the mouth of the Lord. No Jew 
would regard Dt 24lff. as anything else than a Mosaic command to 
adopt certain forms in cases of divorce. And yet, as grammatically 
construed, the passage does not command the giving of a bill of 
divorce, but assumes that as a matter of practice it will under 
certain circumstances be given. See Driver, in loc. 

8. He saith to them, that Moses for the hardness of your heart 
allowed you to put away your wives, but from the beginning it was 
not so.] That is to say, the toleration of divorce by the law is 
a departure from the high standard of morality presupposed in 
the creation of a single pair. Divorce is a bad custom which 
has grown up amongst a degenerate people, and the Mosaic law 
tolerated it as an accommodation to a low level of moral custom. 
Mk. has: "And Jesus said, For the hardness of your heart he 
wrote for you this commandment." 

9. Mk. has here : "And in the house again, the disciples were 
asking Him about this." Mt., as elsewhere, omits Mk.'s vague 
references to a house. See on 91 1515• 21 1719• 

M 9. But I say to you, that whosoever shall put away his wife, save 
far fornication, and shall marry another, commits adultery.] Mk. 
has : "And He saith to them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
and shall marry another, commits adultery against her. And if she 
who has put away her husband shall marry another, she commits 
adultery."-Myro 8£1 for Mk.'s Kal >..lyEi, to make an antithesis with 
v. 8, cf. Introduction, p. xxxi. The editor omits the last clause 
as inconsistent with Jewish custom. See on v. 8• Some of the 
copyists of Mk. have also found it inconvenient, and modified it 
so as to get rid of the conception of divorce by a woman. See 
critical note in Swete. A parallel to this saying has already been 
recorded in 582• See note there. · 

And he who marries her that is put away, commits adultery.] 
This clause is not in Mk. If genuine ( see below), it may be meant 
to compensate for the omission of Mk 12• 

E 10. The disciples say to him, If the reason (of divorce) between a 
man and his wife be so, it is not convenient to marry.] The editor 
adds three verses which are not in Mk. Vv.10- 11 are probably an 
editorial link to connect 12 with the preceding. alT{a refers back to 
aiTla of v.8• If the cause or reason of divorce between man and 
wife be so, i.e. if it is to be limited to unchaste acts, it is better 
not to marry, because marriage with a woman of bad temper or 
malicious tongue, e.g., is in that case an intolerable burden which 
cannot be thrown off. 
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11. And He said to them, All do not receive this saying, but those E 
to whom it has been given.] That is, "what you say about the 
expediency of abstaining from marriage has some truth in it. But 
it is not practicable for all men, but only for some' for whom pro
vidence has so destined it, e.g. physical eunuchs, and those who 
abstain from marriage in order to obey a religious call. If a man 
feels himself called to do so, let him." It is clear that if the passage 
be so interpreted, the disciples instead of receiving an explanation 
and solution of their difficulty that marriage without facility for 
divorce would be a burden, receive what amounts to a commenda
tion of abstention from marriage for the kingdom's sake. In other 
words, whilst vv.1-9 are calculated to heighten the conception of 
marriage, vv.10-12 are clearly intended to increase respect for those 
who renounce marriage. This can hardly be an original connec
tion. V.12 is probably added here by the editor simply because it 
is concerned in a negative way with the subject of marriage, which 
has been the subject of vv.1-9• 

If v.11 be a historical saying of Christ, it looks very much as 
though it were originally connected with the exposition of Christ's 
about divorce as given in Mk., and not with this teaching as 
modified by Mt. For the saying of the disciples, that if Christ's 
exposition of the question of divorce were to hold good, marriage 
would be a burden better left alone, seems to arise naturally 
enough from the strict teaching that divorce is not permissible, 
whilst it is very unexpected in the mouths of Christ's disciples as a 
protest against the doctrine that di•vorce should be limited to cases 
of adultery. Could not Christ's disciples endure what the disciples 
of Shammai submitted to? 

It might be possible to interpret the passage in a different 
direction by referring -r6v Myov -rovTov not to the question of the 
disciples, but to the statement by the Lord of the indissoluble 
character of the marriage bond, vv.1-9. "Not all can receive this 
estimation in their understanding and carry it into practice in 
their life, but those to whom it has been given by the divine grace. 
But these can receive it; for just as there are physicial eunuchs, so 
there are spiritual eunuchs, who, knowing marriage to be a sacred 
and indissoluble bond, abstain from it for the purpose of dedicating 
their lives to the kingdom." But the logical consequence of "not 
all receive this saying (vv.1-9) but those to whom it has been given," 
is not for there are some who abstain from marriage, but for there 
are some who recognise the sacred nature of the bond, and live 
married lives without recourse to divorce. The whole section in 
Mt. suffers from inconsistency of thought due to literary revision 
and compilation. (El) µ.~ bri 1ropv£lq, is inconsistent with v.6, and 
whilst this verse, and the whole paragraph, 1-9, exalts marriage as an 
institution of the Creator; v.12, without depreciating it, emphasises 
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the duty of renouncing it under certain circumstances.-xwpEtv] "to 
contain," then of the mind "to contain," "receive," "hold,'' the 
saying is too sweeping to be universally received and practised.
Tov Myov Tovrov] (see above) either the dictum that it is better not 
to marry, or less probably the exposition of Christ that marriage is 
a permanent bond, and should be unbroken by divorce, vv.4-8.

ots S.fSomi] See on 1311• {iµ,;:v SlSoTat are those who have received 
spiritual insight, which enables them to receive and practise the 
high standard involved in "this saying." 

L 12. For there are eunuchs who were born so from their mother's 
womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and 
there are eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of 
the heavens. He who can receive it, let him receive it.] The verse 
explains what is meant by ors S.fSomi. Some there are to whom 
the spiritual capacity to recognise the truth of "this saying" 
and to practise it has been given. For just as there are 
physical eunuchs, i.e. men for whom natural infirmity or the 
cruelty of men has made marriage impossible, so that for them the 
saying " better not to marry " is a necessary truism ; so there are 
some who have made themselves spiritual eunuchs, i.e. have 
renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom, i.e. because the 
calls of religious duty have made marriage inexpedient. To such 
as these spiritual insight has been given which enables them to 
realise that it is better not to marry. For renunciation of earthly 
blessings for the sake of the kingdom, cf. vv.28· 29• The Lord may 
have had in mind such instances of the renunciation of marriage as 
the Essenes, or John the Baptist, or some among His disciples. 

3. 1rpoueM6vres <Pap,uafo,] The words are omitted from Mk. by D S1 a bk. 
If they are not genuine there, Mt. has inserted them. For his partiality for 
1rpoulpxeu0a,, see on 43 ; and for the insertion of the Pharisees, cf. 22"'· 41, 

and Introduction, p. lxxviii. 
4. o Krluas] So B I 22 33 124. KTluas is probably a reminiscence of 

Mk 106, and is probably genuine.-o 1ro117uas] of N CD Z al S1 S2 latt, though 
strongly attested, is probabll an assimilation to the following i1rol71uev, and to 
the LXX of Gn 1 27• S1 S have: " Have ye not read that He that made 
the male from the beginning, the female also made ? " This is not the original 
text (Merx), but a clumsy translation which necessitates the omission of avrovs 
at the end of the clause.-11puev Ka! 0ij?.v e1rol71uev avrous] is taken by the 
editor from Mk. If he had wished to suggest the complete equality of the 
sexes by omitting avrous, he would also have changed the order of the words 
to make this clear. Ka! e!1rev is added by Mt. to separate the two quotations. 
It is omitted by S1, but after the change of Mk.'s Krluews into o KTluas it 
suitably introduces the following quotation as a direct command of the 
Creator expressed in the words of Scripture. S1 ff omit ii; d.pxijs. 

7. BoOva,] S1 S2 introduce a subject" that he that would dismiss his wife 
should give," etc. 

9. The passage in Mk. runs : 8s &v d.1r0Mu17 r71v -yvva<Ka avroO Ka! -yap,17u17 
l1?.?.71v p,o,xara, e,r' avr17v• Ka, ea.v aVT7) d.1r0Muaua TOV dvBpo. avTrJS -yap,17u17 
11?.?.ov p,01xaro.1. This has given trouble to the Syriac and Latin translators, 
who substitute desertion for divorce in the second clause. So S1, who also 
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transposes the clauses: "That woman which leaveth her husband and 
becometh tke wife of another doth indeed commit adultery, and that man 
which lei,.veth his wife and taketh another doth indeed commit adultery" 
(Burkitt). D has Ka! iav ,yvv1/ ifeMv ,bro Tau a•iip6s, and so in substance 
dab c ff'2 Wellh. Mt. inserts (El) µ1} br! ,rop•eli after -yvva'iKa a{,,-oii, and omits 
the harsh i,r' aodw. He also omits the whole of the second clause. 

H D S2 133 latt assimilate to 582 by substituting ,rapeKTOS 'A.6-yov ,rop,elas for 
(e!} µ1} i,r! ,rop.eli. BC* N further assimilate to 5•2 by substituting ,roiei' mlr,I• 
µo,xev/Hj,ai for µo,xaTa,. 1 B N also omit Ka! -yaµfirrv lJ.'A.'A.71• for the same 
reason. S2 adds '' against her," to assimilate to Mk. 

Ka! o ,i,ro'A.e'A.vµl•71• -yaµfi,ras µo,xciTa<] is omitted by tot C3 D L S S1 

S2 a b e ffl g1 h. It seems to be a further assimilation to 582• 

18-22. From Mk 1013•22• 

18. Then were there brought children to Him, in order that He M 
might place His hands upon them, and pray ; and the disciples 
rebuked them.] Mk. has : " And they were bringing children to 
Him, in order that He might touch them ; and the disciples were 
rebuking them."-T6Te] see on 27.-?Tpoo-'l)vlx0'1)o-av] Mk. has 
1rpoo-icf,epov. Mt. substitutes aor. for imperf., as often. For Mt.'s 
preference for passive verbs, see on 41 ; and cf. ~vix0'1), 1411, for 
~VEYKEV Mk. 628.-ToS xiipas E7rt0fj avrot<; Kal 1rpo<TEV['l)Tat] Mk. has 
simply avTwv avn,rni. Mt.'s words are an editorial explanation. 
-l1reT{ft'l)<Tav] aor. for Mk.'s imperf. (AD a/latt (so also Lk. tot Bal), 
but tot B l1reT{ft710-av), as often. 

14. And Jesus said, Allow the children, and forbid them not, to M 
come to Me: for of such is the kingdom of the heavens.] Mk. has : 
" And Jesus saw and was vexed, and said to them, Allow the 
children to come to Me; do not· forbid them: for of such is 
the kingdom of God." It is usual with Mt. to omit verbs like 
~yavd.KT'l)<TEV as applied to Christ; see on 83 and 1529, and Intro
duction, p. xxxi.-Kal ft~ KwXveTEJ Mk. rather frequently in the 
latter part of his Gospel has no connecting link between sayings. 
Mt. generally supplies a particle. Lk. also has Ka{ here.-Twv 
TotovTwv E<TTLV ~ f3ao-iXda Twv ovpavwv] i.e. many qualities character
istic of childhood are necessary to admit people into the kingdom. 
See on 183·5• 

15. Mt. here omits Mk v.15• He has anticipated it in 183-4: M 
And having laid His hands upon them, He departed thence.] Mk. 
has: "And having taken them in His arms, He was blessing them, 
having laid His hands upon them. And as He was going forth 
to travel" (ei, o86v). Mt. omits Mk.'s lvayKaAt<Td.ftEvo,, as in 182• 

16. The connection of sections in Mk. 10 is probably purely 
topical. The relation of Christianity to the marriage ques
tion (1•12) suggested the incident of the children (13-16), and the 

1 It would be natural to suppose that ,rapeKT<>s M-you ,rop,Elas is original here, 
if it were not that we should then have to explain why (El) µ1/ i,ri ,ropveli has 
been substituted here only, and not in 582• The two phrases may be alternative 
renderings by the editor of the :ii,v ,:i, of the school of Shammai. See on 532• 
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relation of Christianity to wealth (17•27) followed naturally enough. 
Mt. simply follows Mk.'s guidance. 

M And, behold, one came to Him, and said, Teacher, what good thing 
shall I do, that I may have eternal lije7] Mk. has: "And as He was 
going forth into the way, there ran one, and, kneeling down before 
Him, was asking Him, Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life?"-bropEv0'1} (KE'i0ev Kat i8ov] for Mk.'s Kat (K11'0pev-

, , "', F , •~ , 20 .. '0' • ~ .. ] O/.l.EVOV Elt; ooov. or Kat wov, see on I .-El', 7rpo<rEA WV aVT</;' El71'EV 
abbreviates Mk.'s vrpou8paµ,(J)V et,;; Kat ')'OVV11'ET'l7<ra, awov (11'1JPWTa 
aw6v. For vrpoue>..0wv, see on 43.-8i8auKaAe] Mt., in view of 
his modification of the next verse of Mk., transposes " good " from 
"Teacher" to "what."-crxw {w~v aiwvwv] For "eternal life," 
see Dalm. Words, p. 156; Volz, Jud. Eschat. p. 368. Mk. has 
KA1Jpovoµ.~uw. " Inheritance" is a common Jewish metaphor, to 
express participation in the blessings of the future; cf. Dalm. 
rvords, I 2 5 ff. ; Volz, Jiid. Eschat. p. 306. 

M 17. And He said to him, Why askest thou Me about the good? 
One is the good. But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the com
mandments.] Mk. has: "And Jesus said to him, Why callest 
thou Me good? No one is good save one, God. Thou knowest 
the commandments.'' Mt.'s changes are probably intentional, to 
avoid the rejection by Christ of the title "good," and the apparent 
distinction made between Himself and God. In Mk. the meaning 
seems to be, "Why go out of your way to call one whom you 
regard as a human Teacher 'good'? Goodness is a quality of 
character, and belongs in any full sense to God alone. But God's 
goodness is revealed in His commandments, and inheritance of 
eternal life depends upon keeping them.'' Thus the words begin as 
a rebuke for the thoughtless use of the epithet "good," and end as 
an answer to the question, "What shall I do," etc. Mt., by placing 
"good" in the main question, is obliged to treat all that follows as 
a direct answer to the question. The sequence of thought seems 
to be, " Why askest thou Me about the good? One is good," i.e. 
"the good" is not an independent and limited quantity in life which 
can be ascertained and "done.'' It is an attribute of character, 
and that the divine character. But the goodness of the divine 
nature is revealed in His commandments. In order to make clear 
this last thought, which is already implied in Mk., the editor 
substitutes "But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the command
ments," for Mk.'s "thou knowest the commandments." 

For T1JpE'iv, cf. 233 "keep," t'.e. a continual process, not a single 
act which can be begun and ended (Tt vroi~uw aya06v), as a 
necessary preliminary to entry into life. 

M 18. He saith to Him, Of what sort? And Jesus said, Thou shalt 
not kill, Thou shall not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Honour father and mother; and, Thou 
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shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.] Mk. has: "Do not kill, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, 
Do not defraud." Mt. takes a severer view of the character of the 
questioner than Mk. By representing him as asking, '' What good 
thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?" he makes the 
question more unintelligent than it is in Mk. Here, by inserting 
Aiyn--r6, he emphasises the man's obtuseness. In v.20, by putting 
into his mouth, " What lack I yet ? " he attributes to him self
sufficiency. And he omits altogether Mk v. 21". Compare the 
treatment in Mt 2234·40 of the questioner described in Mk 1228-84. 
-rro{a,; may mean, "\JI/hat sort of commandment?" cf. 2286. Or 
-rro'io,; may be hardly distinguishable from -rl,;, "Which' command-
ments?" cf. Blass, p. 176; Win.-Schm. p. 241. See on 2442.
oti cpovev<Tn'>, K.-r.A.] Mk. has p,~ cf,ovev<T'l]'>, K.T.A. After p,~ tpev8o
p,ap-rvp~<T'[J'>, Mk. has p,17 a-rro<TTep~<T'lJ'> (so NA B2 CD latt). This may 
be a reminiscence of Ex 21 10, or Dt 2414 (LXX A F), or Ecclus 41. 
Mt. omits it (ifit was in his text of Mk., but B S1 omit there), and 
substitutes after "honour father and mother," "thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself." This comes from Lv 1918, and occurs again 
in 2 239 = Mk 1281 = Lk 1027, whence it is here taken. The first 
four clauses come from Ex 2018•16 or Dt 517·20. In Mk. the order 
p,~ p,oix. p,~ cpov. is attested by A N X al latt, but p,~ cpov. p,~ p,oix
in N" B C al S1. Mt. has this latter order, which is that of the 
Massoretic Text of Ex. and Dt., and of the LXX A F. In. Ex. B 
has oti p,oix- oti KAetp. oti cpov., and in Dt. oti p,oix. ou cpov. ou KAetp. 
Thus Mk. (~" B Cal S1) and Mt. ~gree in order with the Heb. 
(M.T.) and the LXX (A F Luc). The other order, oti p,oix. ou 
cpov. ou KAetf!., represented by Mk. (A N X al latt), Lk 1820, LXX 
(B in Dt.), Philo, is now supported by the Hebrew Papyrus 
published in the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archa:ology, 
xxv. pt. i. pp. 34-56. Mk. has the indicative for the conjunctive 
of the LXX. Mt. assimilates to the LXX. 

19. -rlp,a -r6v -rra-rl.pa Kat ~v P,'Y}TEpa] Mk. has <TOU after -rra-rl.pa, M 
and in Ex. LXX B omits the second <Tou. Mt. (N B C* D al) omits 
the pronoun altogether as in 154. It is twice inserted by S1 S2 and 
some old latt, but can hardly be genuine. This is surprising, since 
the tendency in Mt. is to assimilate Mk.'s quotations to LXX, not 
to deviate from it. 

20. The young man saith to Him, All ~hese things I observed: M 
what lack I yet?] Mk. has : "And he said, Teacher, all these 
things I observed from my youth."-o veav{<TKo,] Mt. has formed 
a nominative for the verb out of Mk.'s tK ve6T'YJT6'> p,ov, which 
he omits. He also omits Mk.'s 8tM<TKaAe, and has lcpvAa[a for 
lcpvAa[ap,'YJv.1 The former is the New Testament form eh;ewhere; 

1 Weiss renders this in Mk. "From all these I guarded myself." See 
Meyer's Comm. 6th ed. in toe., and cf. Ac 21 25

, 2 Ti 415• 

14 
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cf. Lk u 28 1821, Jn 1247, Ac 753 164 21 24, Ro 2 26, Gal 6 13, 1 Ti 521 

620, 2 Ti 112• 14.-r[ lri va-T£pw] is formed out of Mk.'s lv a-£ va-r£p£'i 
in the next verse. See on v.16• 

M 21. Jesus said to him, If thou wishes! to be pe,fect, go sell thy 
possessions, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven : and come follow Me.] Mk. has : "And Jesus looking on 
him loved him, and said to him, One thing is lacking to thee ; 
go sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and come follow Me." Mt. omits the 
first clause, in accordance with his tendency to drop out clauses 
which attribute emotion to the Lord; cf. on 88, and Introduction, 
p. xxxi. Moreover, the questioner, as described by Mt., with his 
obtuse self-complacency, was not lovable. Mt. substitutes : "But 
if thou wilt be perfect.'' What could be said to a man of this 
sort, one who conceived of eternal life as something to be acquired 
by merit, as a day labourer earns a wage ; one who regarded 
"goodness" as a definite and ascertainable quantity which could 
be worked off; one who so misunderstood the commandments, 
and so deceived himself as to suppose that he had kept them ; 
one who could ask the question, What do I yet lack? "If thou 
wilt be perfect," says the Lord. The words are, of course, a 
descent to the level of the questioner. He thought of perfection 
as attainable by works, and the Lord took him at his own estima
tion, and proposed to him a task which would not lead him to 
perfection, but which would do one of two things. If he obeyed, 
he might learn in the service of Christ something of the spirit 
of the gospel, which sets before men the ideal of the divine 
perfection, 548, and which can never conceive of perfection as a 
goal reached ; cf. Lk 1710• If he found the task too hard for him, 
he would have learned to be less confident of his own capacity 
to do the one thing needful for inheritance of eternal life. 

For rDl.£io<;, cf. 548.-o-ov Ta i,7r1fpxovra l for Mk.'s 60-a ~X£t<;. 

Ta v1rapxo1'Ta occurs in 2447 2514, never in Mk., but often in Lk. 
M 22. And the young man when he heard this saying went away 

grieved: for he had great possessions.] Mk. has : "But his coun
tenance fell at the saying, and he went away sorrowful: for he 
had great possessions." Mt. omits Mk.'s strong word a-rvyvaa-as, 
with its implication of unwillingness to obey Christ's command, just 
as he omits Mk 145 with its direct disobedience of Christ's word. 

16-22. The section with its striking deviations from Mk. is 
most easily explained as being derived from the second Gospel. 
The alteration in v.17 seems clearly secondary as compared with 
Mk. On the other hand, the insertions in vv.17· 19• 21, and the double 
historic present vv.18• 20, might seem to point to another source, 
but are insufficient as a proof of such a source. 

Lk. has some points of agreement with Mt. against Mk 
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Both have l.cf,v>..a[a (Lk. N A B L) for icpv>..at&.µ:qv, both have 
ovpavo'i:c; for ovpavip, both omit <TTV)IVd.O"ac; and substitute &.Kovo-ac;, 
both omit ,,,~ &_7roo-np~O"'flc;, and both omit lµ,{3Atif,ac; av'rcp ~)ld.7r'f/O"EV 
a&6v. These agreements are not sufficient to niake a second 
source necessary. 

16. 8,Mo-KaAe] C E al S1 S2 latt add d.')'aOe, assimilating to Mk 1017.

rl O.')'a06v] a')'a06v is omitted by S1 S2 ff2 238 248 for the same reason. 
17. rl-µe t!pwr~s .,,-ep, rou a')'aOou] So N B D L S1 S2 latt. C E al assimi

late to Mk. 
eis t!<TTLP O a')'a06s] NBD L I 22 S1 a; and with O Oios b C ff12 S2• C E 

al assimilate to Mk. 
In these verses Mt.'s omission of a')'aOl after litMo-KaAe, his insertion of 

a')'aO&v after rl, his change of Mk.'s Tl µe Af')'e<S a')'aOov into Tl /J,€ ipwr~s 
.,,-,p, rov a')'aOou, and his change of otlBels a')'aOos el µ11 ,is o Oeos into eis t!o-r,v 
o d.')'a06s, seem clearly due to a desire to warn readers of Mk. that the Lord 
did not refuse, as applied to Himself, a title which He admitted as applicable 
to God, and did not draw a sharp distinction between Himself and God. 
That these changes are due to Mt. himself rather than to the copyists of his 
Gospel, is suggested by the changes made by Mt. in the text of Mk., which 
are collected on pp. xxxi, xxxii of the Introduction. 

The later copyists of the Gospel have assimilated the passage to the text 
of Mk. 

20. t!,j>u}.a~a] N • b CD al S1 S2 a b c e ff2 h q add t!K ve6rrir6s µov from 
Mk.-Tl tr, l),rrepw] Orn. S1. 

21. iv oupavoi's] BC D. But NE F have iv oopav(i, as in 620• S2 adds, 
"and take thy Cross." The words are added in Mk. by A N X al a q S1• 

23~30. = Mk 1023•31• 

23. And Jesus said to His disciples, Verily I say to J'ou, That M 
a rich man shall hardly enter into (he kingdom of the heavens. And 
again I say to you.] Mk. has : "And Jesus looking round saith 
to His disciples, How hardly shall they who have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God. And the disciples were amazed at 
His words. And Jesus again answering saith to them, Children, 
how hard it is to enter into the kingdom of God." Mt. by 
abbreviating avoids the redundancy of Mk., cf. Introduction, 
p. xxiv ; and also the amazement of the disciples, cf. Introduction, 
p. xxxiv. 7rd.Aiv is a reminiscence of the clauses omitted from Mk. 

ovo-K6,\wc;] is an uncommon word. Ovo-KoA.la occurs in Job 3430 ; 

Svo-KoAoc;, Jer 498, Ezk 26 (Th); Ditt. Syll. 213. 33, ovo-KoAwv, 
Kaipwv, and in Galen, Arist., Plato, Xenophon, and other writers. 

24. It is easier for a camel to enter through the eye of a needle, M 
than for a rich man into the kingdom of the heavens.] Mk. has : "It 
is easier for a camel to pass through the hole of a needle, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God."-evKo7rwnpoc;] see on 
95.-rp~p,aToc;] for Mk.'s late and rare rpvp,aAiac;,-elCTeA0e'i:v] Mt. 
avoids the duplication of the verb ote>..0e'iv, EtCTeA0e'iv in Mk.-pacp{<;] 
add to the examples in Lexicons, Ox. Pap. iv. 736. 75, (A.D. 1). 

25. And the dz"sctples when they heard it, were very astonished, M 
saying, Who then can be saved 1] Mk. has : " And they were 



212 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW [XIX. 25-29 

exceedingly astonished, saying to Him, And who can be saved?" 
Mt. inserts aKovCTavn, and µa0'1]Ta{, substitutes his favourite CTcp68pa 
for Mk.'s stronger 1upiCTCTw,, omits 1rp6, avT6v, and substitutes T{, 
/J.pa for Kat T{,. For T{, /J.pa, cf. 181 1925 2445, Mk 4 41• For 
Mk.'s 1rp6, avr6v, see Abbott, Johannine Grammar, 2 366c. 

M 26. And Jesus looking upon (them) said to them, TVith men this i's 
impossible; but with God all things are possible.] Mk. has : "Jesus 
looked upon them and saith, With men it is impossible, but not 
with God. For all things are possible with God.'' Mt. inserts a 
conjunction, and substitutes a past tense for >...JyEi, as often. He 
omits the redundant &.>...>...' ov 1rapa 0Ecp: cf. Introduction, p. xxiv. 

M 27. Then Peter answered and said to Him, Behold, we have left 
all things, and followed Thee; what then shall we have?] Mk. has: 
"Peter began to say to Him, Behold, we have left all things, and 
followed Thee."-T6n) Mt. avoids Mk.'s abruptness and his ~p~aro. 
His insertion' of ,,.[ /J.pa lCTmi ~µ'iv seems intended to relieve the 
ambiguity of S. Peter's statement as recorded in Mk., where "Behold 
we," etc., is a half-interrogative statement evidently intended to pro• 
voke comment. "We have done what the young man could not 
bring himself to do (v.22). What reward in heaven shall we have?" 

M 28. And Jesus said to them, Verily I say to you, That.] Mk. has: 
"Jesus said, Verily I say to you.'' Mt. avoids Mk.'s abruptness. 

Mt. here inserts the following: 
L Ye who have fallowed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of 

Man shall sit on the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.] Lk. has somewhat 
similar words in 2 228-30.-1raA1v1£v£CT{a] After the advent of the 
Messiah the Jews expected the creation of a new heaven and new 
earth. Cf. Is 651i 6622, Dt 3212 (Onq.), Apoc. Bar 32 6 "the 
mighty One will renew His creation"; 4412 "the new world," cf. 
Charles' note on 32°. 1ra>...ivy£vm[a is used by Philo, Vita Mos. 
ii. 12, of the renewal of the world after the Flood, and de Mund. 
xv. of the restoration of the world after being burned. There 
seems to be no exact Aramaic equivalent. According to Dalman, 
Words, p. r 7 7, "new world" would be the nearest.-omv Ka0[CT'[J, 

K.T.>....J cf. Enoch 62 5 "Pain will seize them when they see that Son of 
Man sit on the throne of His glory"; and see on 1627.-cpvAas rnv 
'fopa~>...] i.e. those to whom they had preached the gospel; cf. ro6• 23• 

M 29. And every one who hath left houses, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or children, or lands, for llfy name's sake, shall 
receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit eternal life.] Mk. has : 
"There is no one who hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or children, or lands, for My sake, and for 
the gospel's sake, but he shall receive an hundredfold now in 
this present time, houses, and brethren, and sist-ers, and mothers, 
and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the coming age 
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eternal life." Mt. avoids Mk.'s harsh construction, oMd., l<Tnv 8., 
acp~KEv-lilv JJ-11 Mf3n• In Mk v. 30 the thought is of the many 
advantages of incorporation into the Christian society. Jn it the 
convert should find fresh ties and new interests more satisfying 
than those from which he had cut himself adrift; cf. r Co 321• 

But in Mt.'s connection, after the insertion of v.2s, the whole 
emphasis is on the future reward in the 1TaAivyEvE<T£a. This is why 
Mt. omits Mk.'s vvv lv T<f Katp<e TOVT'{'-Stwyµ,wv, for which his 
KAYJpovoµ.lJ<TEL is a sort of substitute. The Apostles should sit on 
thrones.; but even the humblest disciple should receive a manifold 
compensation, and inherit an estate greater than any which he had 
abandoned, namely, life everlasting. 

30 . .But many first shall be last; and last first.] The con- M 
nection of this clause with the preceding is obscure both in Mt. 
and in Mk. It would seem that the 1ToAA0£ must refer to Christian 
disciples. All will inherit life everlasting, but many who are now 
first shall then be last. It seems best (with Swete) to understand 
the words as a rebuke to the self-complacent spirit implied in S. 
Peter's words : "It may be difficult for the rich to enter into the 
Kingdom, but we who have left all are in no danger of exclusion." 
Christ's words are a warrant for this confidence, and at the same 
time a rebuke and a warning. The ambiguity lies in the "first" 
and" last." Does He mean" Many who first became My disciples 
will find greater difficulty of entry than many who followed Me at 
a later period"? Or is the 1TpwTot used of rank rather than of 
time : "Many who now seem to hold a position of privilege will 
then find themselves in the lowest place"? Lk. ( 1330) has similar 
words in a different connection, and the saying occurs in the New 
Sayings of Jesus from Oxyrhynchus, 11. 2 5-2 7 in a doubtful context. 

23-30. Mt. and Lk. in this section have a number of small 
points of agreement against Mk. 

E.g.: Mt 23 = Lk 1824 8E-Ei11'EV. Both omit Mk v. 24 ; but Mt. 
has a trace of it in 11'0AlV SE Aiyw vµ,'iv. Mt 24 = Lk 25 TP~P,UTO',. 
Mt 25 = Lk 26 aKov<TavTE<,. Mt 26 ~ Lk 27 £i1TEV, and the omission of 
,l},X OU 1Tapa 0«i_,. Mt 27 = Lk 28 El11'EV, 7JKOA.ov07J<TUP,EV, Mt 28 = 
Lk 29 o 8E-EhEv. Mt 29, Lk so 1TOAA.a1rAa<Tlova (Mt. B L). 

24. f:ia,n"».elav Tau OeoO] Z curss a b c e. 51 5~ !:tave {:ia,n"».elav TWV oupavwv. 
We should certainly expect the latter, but, 111 ed1tmg Mk., Mt. does not seem 
to have carried out his modifications with absolute uniformity, and he may have 
left Toi) OeoD here. If so, it was inevitable that it should be altered into Twv 
oupavwv. But in view of the facts given in Introduction, p. lxvii, it must 
remain probable that Twv oupavwv is original here, and that it has been changed 
into Tau OeoO to assimilate to Mk. 

Tp?]µaTos] N* B, but Ne D L X al, TpV1r?]µaros. 
29. µ71n!pa] II( C K al 52 add -1) ')'Vva'iKa, which occurs in Lk 1829• It is 

omitted here by B D I 51 a b e ffl 2• It is unnatural here after the express 
prohibition of divorce in vv, 1-9, 
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eKarona1rXa,n6va.] So N C D X S1 S2• 1ro"'/I.Xa.,r"'/l.a.~,6va. as in Lk. is read 
byBL. 

XX. 1-16. "For the kingdom of the heavens is like to a man, 
a householder," i.e. in the preparation for the kingdom, God deals 
with His servants as a householder does with his hired labourers, 
who pays them each and all the stipulated wage. Just so God 
when the kingdom comes will give to all who enter His service 
the eternal life which He has promised to them. The parable, as 
originally spoken, can hardly have had any other object than that 
of warning Christ's first disciples, that others who should become 
His disciples at a later date would also be partakers of privileges 
equal to theirs who had first joined Him (cf. Gal 1 6). The state
ment that the payment of wages began with the last hired, is a 
literary device to account for and to emphasise the dissatisfaction of 
the first hired labourers. The editor has been led by this feature 
to insert the parable here as an explanation of Mk.'s difficult v. 31• 

The first called will be as the last called, because all alike will 
receive an equal reward. A somewhat similar question is solved on 
parallel lines in 2 Es 541• 42• God has made promises of love to 
His people : "And I said, 0 Lord, Thou hast made the promise 
unto them that be in the end: and what shall they do that have 
been before us, or we, or they that shall come after us? And He 
said unto me, I will liken My judgement unto a ring: like as there 
is no slackness of them that be last, even so there shall be no 
swiftness of them that be first." Cf. also Apoc. Bar 302 "the 
first will rejoice, and the last will not be grieved." This does not, 
however, exclude the thought of differences of position in the 
kingdom ; cf. 1928• 

L 1. For the kingdom of the heavens is like-for the formula, 
cf. on 1116 1324-to a householder,-cf. 1J52,-who went out early 
-" the time of working," says the Babyl. Talmud (Bab. Mez 8J2), 
"is from sunrise"-to hire labourers into his vineyard.] For the 
earthly estate owner as contrasted. with God, see the parable from 
the Mechilta, cited by Fiebig, Altjudische Gleichnisse Jesu, 69. 
For a somewhat similar parable, with, however, a very different 
application, see J er. Talm. Berakhoth 58 quoted by Lightfoot.
p,ur0J<Ta<T0ai lpyara~] misses the ring of the original 111)N 1,m~, ; 
cf. Bab. Mez 76b, 

L 2. And having agreed with the labourers at the rate of a 
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard.] For the denarius, 
cf. on 1828• It was equivalent in value to the Greek drachma 
which Tobit received as his daily wage (514), and the word, like 
many other Latin terms, passed into Jewish use. 

L 3. And he went out about the third hour, and saw others stand-
t'ng in the market-place unemployed.]-&yopa] had passed into Jewish 
usage. See Dalman's Wiirterbuch. The third hour is 9 a.m. 
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4. And he said to them, Go also ye into the vineyard, and L 
whatsoever is fair I will give to you. And they went.] 

5. Again he went out about the sixth ( = 12) and the ninth L 
( = 3 p.m.) hour, and did likewise.] 

6. And about the eleventh hour ( = 5 p.m.) he went out, and L 
found others standing; and he saith to them, Why have you stood 
all the day unemployed 7] 

7. They say to him, Because no one hired us. He saith to them, L 
Go ye also into the vineyard.] 

8. And when it was evening, the master of the vineyard saith to L 
his bailiff, Summon the labourers, and pay to them the wage; beginning 
from the last unto the first. ]-brl-rpo,ros] has passed into Jewish 
usage ; see Dalman, Wiirterbuch. 

9. And they came (who had been hired') about the eleventh hour, L 
and received each a denarius.] 

10. And the first came, and thought that they would receive L 
more; and they also received each a denarius.] 

11, 12. And having received it, they murmured against the house- L 
holder, saying that these last laboured one hour, and thou hast made 
them equal to us, who bore the weight of the day and the heat.]
yoyyv{ELv] only here in Mt. It is equivalent to Cll/"1M~, J er. Talm. 
Berakhoth 53• It is a vernacular word found in the LXX, N.T., 
and later writers ; cf. Kennedy, Sources, 39. It occurs in Ox. Pap. 
i. 33, iii. 14, 2nd cent. A.D.-Kavuwv] a colloquial word found in 
the LXX, N. T., and late writers; cf. Kennedy, 154. Kavuwv 
occurs 15 times in the LXX, generally of a hot blasting wind= 
Heb. C1"!P,. It is used as here of heat in Athenreus, iii. p. 7 3" 
µ.eA.tAWTLVOL O'Ttcpavoi ,ravv etiwons Kat Kavuwvos iJ:,pq. tf,vK'TtKWTaTOL. 

18. And he answered and said to one of them, Friend, I do not L 
wrong you: didst not thou agree wz"th me at a denarius 7]-'Erni'pos] 
cf. 1116. It occurs again in the vocative, 2212 2650• 

14. Take what is thine, and go : it is my will to give to this L 
latest (comer) even as to thee.] ~ 

15. May I not do what 1 will with my own (or in my house)? L 
or is thine eye grudging because I am liberal Y] z:e. "do you grudge 
my generosity?" For 1rov71p6s and /Jcp0a)...µ.6s, cf. on 622• 

16. So the "last" shall be "first," and the "first" "last."] E 
That is, "in a similar way the saying about first and last will be 
fulfilled. All alike will receive the reward of eternal life, whether 
they became disciples of the kingdom at an earlier or at a later 
period." 

At this point C D S1 S2 al add 7rOAAOt yap elcnv KA7JTOt /JMyoi 
oe £KAeKrnl. But it is almost impossible to give the words any 
meaning in this connection. They are genuine in 2214• 

17-19. From Mk 1082•84• 

17. And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve M 
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disczples privately, and on the way He said to them.] Mk. has: 
And they were on the way going up to Jerusalem : and Jesus was 
going before them ; and they were amazed ; and they who followed 
were afraid. And taking again the Twelve, He began to tell them 
the things which were about to happen to Him." Mt. abbreviates 
Mk., omitting as often the unexplained amazement or fear of the 
disciples; cf. 1924 = Mk 1024, 186 = Mk 96, Mt 827 = Mk 441, Mt 172s 

= Mk 932 ; or of the multitude, cf. Mk 515• 33, and Mk.'s 1TaAiv 
and on. 

M 18. Behold, we go up to Jerusalem ; and the Son of Man shall 
be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they shall condemn 
Him to death.] So Mk. The agreement in "chief priests and 
scribes" without "elders" is proof of dependence. Cf. on 1621• 

M 19. And shall deliver Him to the Gentiles for mocking, and 
scourging, and crucifying: and on the third day He shall be raised 
again.]-Els To lft1Ta'i:tai] Mk. has Kat lft1ra{tovaw, and adds Kat 
Eft1TTV<TOV<TLV aVT<(l,-Kat <TTavpwuaL l Mk. has Kat a1TOKTEVOV<TlV, 
Mt.'s change is probably due to remembrance that crucifixion was 
the actual form of death. But there would be no difficulty in 
supposing that Christ, if He foretold His death, would speak of 
it as crucifixion. See on 1038.-Kat rfi Tplry ~ftEP'f lyEp0~uerai] 
For Mk.'s ftETa. TpE'i:s ~ftlpas ava<rT'IJ<rErnt, see on 1621• 

17-19. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in omitting Mk 32b, and 
in the omission of on, Mk 33 ; and of 1Ta.Aiv, Mk 32 ; in El1TEv, Mt 17, 

Lk 31 ; and in rfi TP£T'[} ~ftEP'f, Mt 19, Lk 32• See Introduction, 
p. xlviii. 

17. Ka1 dvaf3alvwv] ~ D a/S1 S2• µ{XXwv lie dvaf3alv«v, B I. The µlXXwv 
is in Mt.'s style, cf. 16'Jfl 1712• 22 2022 246, but is weakly attested here. 

20-28. From Mk 1035-45. 

M 20. Then there came to Him the mother of the sons of Zebedee 
with her sons, worshipping Him, and asking something from Him.] 
Mk. has : " And there come to Him Ja mes and John, the two 
sons of Zebedee, saying to Him, Teacher, we wish that Thou wilt 
do for us whatsoever we ask.'' The substitution of the mother 
instead of the two sons as the chief petitioner (cf. avrii, v. 21) is 
probably due to a desire to minimise the ambition of the 
Apostles. See Introduction, p. xxxiii.-Ton] See on 2 7.-

1TpouKvvE'i:v] See on 22.-1TpocnjA0Ev] for Mk.'s historic present, as 
often. For the verb, see on 43.-alrovua] For the active voice, 
see on 147• 

M 21. And He said to her, What do you wish 7 She saith to 
Him, Say that these my two sons shall sit, one at Thy right hand, 
and one at Thy left hand, in Thy kingdom.] Mk. has: "And He 
said to them, Who do you wish that I should for you? And they 
said, Grant to us that we may sit, one at Thy right hand, and 
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one at Thy left hand, in Thy glory."-eT,-Kal e!,] see Blass, 
P· 144. 

22. And Jesus answered and said, Ye know not wltat ye ask. M 
Can you drink the cup which I am about to drink? They say to 
.Him, We can.] Mk. has: "And Jesus said to them, Ye know 
not what ye ask. Can you drink the cup which I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized? And they 
said to Him, We can."-1-d,\,\w] see on 1627• Mk.'s "cup" and 
"baptism" both signify suffering. For "cup" as a metaphor of 
sorrow, cf. La 421, Is 5117. For "baptism," cf. Lk 1250. Mt. 
omits the latter clause as synonymous with the first,, cf. 83, or 
simply on the ground of its obscurity. 

23. He saith to them, Of My cup indeed ye shall drink; but to M 
sit at My right hand and at the left is not Mine to give, but (it shall 
be given to those) for wlzom z"t has been prepared by M)' Father.] 
Mk. has : "And Jesus said to them, The cup which I drink, ye 
shall drink ; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, shall 
ye be baptized. But to sit at My right hand or at the left is not 
Mine to give, but (it shall be given to those) for whom it has been 
prepared." 

For Mt.'s addition, {,,ro TOV ,ra,-p6, µ,ov, cf. 2541, 0 ~,-o{µ,a<rEV 0 
,ra,-~p µ,ov, D I 22 a b c ff12 g1 h. 

24. And the ten having heard, were vexed about the two M 
brethren.] Mk. has: "And the ten, having heard, began to be 
vexed about James and John." -V'lavo.KrrJ<rav] The aor. as often 
for Mk.'s -qptavTo and inf.-i-wv 8vo o.8EA<pwv] Mt. avoids Mk.'s 
express mention of the names of the two Apostles. 

25. And Jesus havz"ng called them, said, Ye know that the rulers M 
of the Gentz"les lord z"t over them, and the great ones have authority 
over them.] Mk. has : "And Jesus having called them, saith to 
them, Ye know that · they which are accounted to rule over the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones have authority 
over them." Bf for Ka{, as often. e!1rev for ;\tyet, as often.-oi 
apxovn,] Mk. has oi 8oKovv,-e, tlpxetv, an unusual paraphrase. 
See Swete.-oi µ,eyo'.,\oi] Mk. adds av,-wv.-Kantowi&.teiv] is 
a very rare word. Its occurrence in Mt. and Mk. is proof of 
dependence. See on Lk 2 2 25• 

26. Not so is it amongst you. But whosoever wishes amongst M 
.vou to be great shall be your mz"nister.] So Mk. with U after oin-w,, 
and iv {,µ,'tv after yevlu0ai instead of before ftlya,. 

27. And whosoever wishes among you to be first shall be your M 
servant. J So Mk. with "/l'av,-wv for {,µ,wv. 

28. Even as the Son of Man did not come to be ministered to ,M 
but to minister, and to give Ht"s life a ransom for many. J So Mk. 
with KUL yap for W<J'"/l'Ep. 

This is the first passage in the Gospel where the death which 
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has been foretold is described as intended to have a definite result 
or effect. For the idea of expiatory self-sacrifice, cf. 2 Mac 737• 88, 

4 Mac 17 22• "Give his life": cf. Mechilta (Ugol.) 207. "Moses 
gave his life for three things, and they were called by his name," 2 7 4. 

22. 1rlve1v] C E al add from Mk. Kai TO fJa1rT«rµa ll e-yw fJa1rrlsoµa1 
fJa1rT11r871va.i. 

23. 1rle,;tle] C X al add from Mk. Kai To fJa1rn,;µa ll fyw fJa1rrlsoµa, 
fJa1rT1,;0fwe,;Oe. 

28. a.vr11ro:\:\wv] 82 adds here : "But seek ye, that from littleness ye 
may increase, and not from greatness become little. What time ye are bidden 
to a supper party be not sitting down to meat in an honourable place, that 
there may not come one more honourable than thou, and the lord of the 
supper say to thee, 'Bring thyself down'; and thou be confounded in the 
eyes of the guests. But if thou sit down to meat in a lesser place, and 
there come one less than thou, and the lord of the supper say to thee, ' Bring 
thyself, and come up and sit down to meat' ; then thou shalt have more 
glory in the eyes of the guests" (Burk). 8 1 is wanting here, but did not con
tain the passage. Dab e IP 2 g1 h m n and 6 Vulgate M8S have the same 
insertion, but without the negative in the second clause. The passage is 
ancient, and finds parallels in the Canonical Gospels. For the first sentence, 
with the negative in the second clause, cf. Mt 2312, Lk 1411 1814• For the 
rest, compare Lk 148-11• The negative of 8 2 looks like an afterthought 
to bring the originally independent first sentence into harmony with the 
following passage. 

29-34. From Mk 1046-52. 

M 29. And as they go forth from Jericho, there followed Him a 
great multitude.] Mk. has: "And they come into Jericho. And 
as He goes forth from Jericho, and His disciples and a great 
(iKavov) multitude." Mt. abbreviates, omitting the quite needless 
statement of the entry into Jericho, including the Lord and His 
disciples (who have been mentioned in the last paragraph) in a~wv 
for avrov, inserting a verb for the ox>..o,, and substituting the more 
usual r.oAli<; for iKav6,. 

M 30. And behold two blz"nd men sitting by the roadside heard that 
Jesus is passing by, and cried, saying, Lord, have pity on us, Thou 
Son of David.] Mk. has : "The son of Timreus, Bartimreus, a 
blind beggar, sat by the roadside. And having heard that it is 
Jesus, the Nazarene, he began to cry, and to say, Thou Son of 
David, Jesus, have pity on me."-Kal iSov] see on 1 20.-,%0 J Mt. 
substitutes two men for Mk.'s one, and as a consequence omits 
Mk.'s name of one man. But cf. his omission of the name J airus 
in 918• For the "two," see on 828.-'I"lcrov,] Mt. omits Mk.'s 
o Na(ap1JV6,. Cf. the same omission in 285 = Mk 166• In 2669 

= Mk 1467 he substitutes o ra>..i>..a'io,.-1Kpatav] the aor., as often, 
for Mk.'s ~ptaTo and inf.-lKpatav >...fyovn,] for Mk.'s Kpa(nv Kal 
>...fy£iv: cf. on 88.-KliptE] for Mk.'s 'l1Jcrov, see on 82.-vi6, J nom. 
for vocative; cf. Blass, 86 f. See on Lk 1888• 

M 81. And the multitude rebuked them, that they should be silent. 
But they cned the more, saying, Lord, have pity on us, Thou Son of 
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David.] Mk. has: "And many were rebuking him, that he 
should be silent; but he was crying much the more, Thou Son of 
David, have pity on me."-l.7re-r{p:q,uv and lKpatav] aors. for Mk.'s 
impfs., as often. 

32. And Jesus stood and called them, and said, What will ye M 
that I should do for you?] Mt. abbreviates three verses of Mk. 

33. They say to Him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened.] Mk. M 
has : "And the blind man said to Him, Rabboni, that I may see." 

34. And Jesus, having compassion, touched their eyes; and M 
straightway they saw, and followed Him.] Mk. has: "And 
Jesus said to him, Go, thy faith bath saved thee. And straighway 
he saw, and was following Him on the way" ; ~ifra-ro -rwv op,p,&.-rwv 
av-rwv] op,p,arn occurs only here and in the omitted section, 
Mk 822•26• The clause here is probably a reminiscence of that 
passage.--ijKoAovOricrav J aor. for Mk.'s imperf., as often. 

29-34. Mt 33 and Lk 41 agree against Mk. in Kvpie for 
Mk.'s 'Pa/3/3ovvd. Cf. also 7rap&.yei, Mt 30 = 7raplpxe-rm, Lk 37• 

Mk. has icrn. 

F.-XXI.-XXVIII. THE LAST DAYS OF THE 
MESSIAH'S LIFE. 

XXI. 1-11. From Mk 111·11• 

XXI. 1. And when they came near to Jerusalem, and came to M 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples.] 
Mk. has: "And when they come near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage 
and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, He sendeth two of His 
disciples."-~yywav, o.7rlcrniAw] aors. for Mk.'s hist. presents, as 
often. Mt. inserts a second verb, ;:\.Oav, to ease clause a, and omits 
Bethany. This probably is simply due to his tendency to omit 
redundant details. He feels that one village is sufficient to identify 
the scene. B110cf,ay~ = ')~El rl':l ="house of unripe figs "; cf. Dalm. 
Gram. p. 191.--ro-re] see on 2 7• 

2. Saying to them, Go into the village which i's over against you, M 
and straightway you shall find an ass tied up, and a colt with her; 
loose, and lead to Me.] Mk. has: "And saith, Go (iJ7rrf.yen) into 
the village which is over against you, and straightway entering into 
it, you shall find a colt tied up upon which no one of men ever 
sat; loose it, and bring."-;.\.lywv] for Kal ;.\.fyn, as often.-1ropEvEcrOE] 
for wrf.yETE, Cf. a similar change in 287 = Mk 167• 7rOpEvEcr0ai 
occurs once in Mk 930 as a variant for 7rapa1ropEvEcr0ai; in Mt. it 
occurs twenty-eight times. Mt. omits E1cr7ropEvop,Evoi ei., av-r~v as 
redundant.-ovov-Kal 7rw}..oy p,E-r' av-n)'>] Mt. adds 6YOV in view 
of the passage which he is about to quote (v.4). ciy&.yen: is a more 
usual word in this connection than Mk.'s cf,lpen. 
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M 3. And if any one say anything to you, you shall say that the 
Lord hath need of them ; and straightway he will send them.] Mk. 
has : "And if any one say to you, Why do ye this ? Say, The Lord 
hath need of it and straightway sends it again here " (=will 
return it). Mt., as often, omits 1raALv.-ev0v, oe] for Kal ev0{;,, as 
often. In Mk. the subject of a1rocrriAAn seems to be o Kvpw,. 
"The Lord needs it, and will soon return it." Mt. seems to make 
the sentence mean, "and (at your words) he (the man who spoke 
to you) will send it." 

0 4, 5. And this came to pass, in order that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken through the prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter 
ef Zion, Behold, thy King cometh, meek, and sitting upon an ass, 
and upon a colt, the foal of a yoke-bearer.] 

rovro 0£ yfyovev i'.va 1rA11pw8fi] For the formula, see Introduction, 
p. lxiv. The quotation for which the editor has prepared, by insert
ing ovov-1-ur' avTr}, in v.3, comes in the main from Zee 99.-ei'.1rare 
rii Ovyarpt ::Euov] seems to be a reminiscence of Is 62 11 LXX. The 
rest of the quotation agrees with the LXX of Zee_ except in the 
last seven words, for which the LXX ha~ : €7rt v1ro[vywv Kal 1rwAov 
viov. Mt.'s €7rt ovov Kat €7rt 1rwAov viov v1rotvy£ov looks like a 
translation of the Heb., with adaptation of the words of the LXX. 
For hotvywv=ass, see Deissm. Bib. Stud. p. 16of. 

M 6. And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them.] 
Mt. abbreviates Mk vv. 4-6.-1ropev0ivTE', oe] for Mk.'s Kat a,rr)AOov. 
The u for Ka£, as often. Cf. 1ropevecr8ai for a1rEpxecr8ai, Mt 2614 = 
Mk 1410• 

M 7. And brought the ass and the colt, and placed upon them their 
clothes, and He sat upon them.] Mk. has : "And bring the colt to 
Jesus, and place upon it their clothes; and He sat upon it.''
~yayov J aor. for Mk.'s hist. pres., as often.-T~v ovov Ka{] for the 
insertion, see on v. 3.-c11ri811Kev] aor. for Mk.'s hist. pres., as often. 
-c11r' avTwv] Mt., in modifying the passage, is not quite careful 
to make the details harmonious. The Lord could not ride on 
both animals, and there was no need, therefore, to place clothes on 
both.-Ta i,uana] Mk., who adds avTwv, almost certainly means 
that the disciples managed to find some raiment, which they threw 
over the colt's back. Mt. writes -ra. iµana simply as though he 
understood it to refer to the saddle cloths of the animals.-cl1ravw 
avTwv] If the editor had not just said that they placed clothing 
upon them, we might take c11ravw avrwv here to refer to the i,uana. 
But he may have meant it to refer to the animals, regardless of the 
impossibility of riding more than one at a time. 

M B. And the very great multitude spread their garments in the way; 
and others were cutting branches from the trees, and were spreading 
(them) in the way.] Mk. has:. "And many spread their garments 
on to the way. And others having cut litter from the fields."-o 0£ 



XXI. 8-10.] LAST DAYS OF THE MESSIAII'S LIFE 221 

7TAEL<TTO<; ox.\.oc;] 0€ for Ka[, as often. For 7TAEL<TTO<; ox.\.oc;, see on 
11 20 ; and cf. Blass, p. 143.-lK01TTov KAaoouc;] is the substitution 
of a more ordinary feature for Mk.'s unusual unf3aoac; Kotpa11Tec;. 
The editor adds Kat £<TTpwvvvov lv rfi oo<i] to make it clear what was 
done with the branches. In Mk. this is implied in his abrupt 
participle Kotf!avTE<;. 

9. And the multitudes who were going before, and who were M 
following, were crying, saying, Hosanna to the son of David : 
Blessed is He who cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest places.] Mk. has: "And they who were going before, and 
they who were following, were crying, Hosanna : Blessed be. He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord : Blessed is the coming kingdom of 
our father David; Hosanna in the highest places.'' -U] for Ka[, as 
often.-'Ouavva] See Dalm. Words, 220 f. The word is derived 
from Ps 11825• 26 rnn~ Cl!':J ttt:::in ,,,:::i ..• ttt) i1Y'Wli1 = "give salva
tion now-Blessed be He that cometh in the name of the Lord.'' 
N) i1Y'l!''i1 is addressed to God, and is a prayer for help and 
deliverance. In the source from which Mk. drew, i1Y1!!',n had been 
shortened into the common form Yt!',n. Cf. Dalm. Gram. p. 249. 
Mk., as often, retains a Hebrew or Aramaic phrase; and it is 
probable that he, without necessarily "being ignorant of its origin 
and meaning," believed that it had become a cry of greeting and 
homage, like our "hail" or "welcome.'' Only on this ground can 
we explain his wuavva ev Toi, vtf![uToic;, which can only mean, "let 
those in the heights of heaven say, Hosanna." Mt., who adds to 
the first 'Ouavva the words T<tJ viie Aavd{',, must also have supposed 
wuavva to be a cry of acclamation. He need not have been 
ignorant of its philological meaning. The multitudes cried 
"Hosanna," i.e. "glory, or hail, or welcome to David's son.'' ev.\.oyri
µhoc; o epx6µ,evoc; lv ov6µ.an Kvpfov is the LXX of Ps u826• Mk. 
adds a clause : ev.\.oyriµ.lvri .;, epxoµ,lvri {3aui.\.da TOV 7TaTpoc; .;,µ.wv 
ilavdo, which Mt. omits as tautologous.-w<Tavva. €V Tote; vtf!la-Toic;] 
Lk. also understood wuavva to be a cry of acclamation ; he renders 
it by o6ta. See note on Lk 1938• 

10. And when He entered into Jerusalem.] Mk. has: "And M 
He entered into Jerusalem." Mt. now inserts, All the city was 
moved, saying, TYho is this ? And the multitudes said, This is the 
prophet Jesus, who is from Nazara of Galilee. 

8. frrpwcrav, second time] N*Dceff2q. icrTpwvvvov,N°BCalbfff1 
gl2h s2. In Mk. forpwcrav is read by most MSS., but ,!crrpwvvvov by D S1 

curss. The imperf. is probably g~nuine in. Mk. and in t~e second clause 
of Mt. Mt. having altered the imperfect mto lcrrpwcrav m clause a, con
tinued with imperfs. lK01rrov, icrrpwvvvov in clause b, and in v. 9 lKpa{ov. 
N* D in Mt. have assimilated ecr-rpwvvvov to the lcrrpwaav of clause a, 
and of Mk., and in Mk. most MSS. have assimilated forpwvvvov to Mt. 's 
clause a. Lk. 's u1recr-rpwvvvov shows that he too had the imperf. in his copy 
of Mk. 
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1-10. Mt. and Lk. agree in the following: 
~yyurav, Mt 1 = ~yyunv, Lk 29 ; Jyy{,ovcrt1', Mk 1• 

U1l"ECTTElAEV, Mt 1, Lk 29 ; U1l"OCTT£AA.Et, Mk 1• 

>..fywv, Mt 2, Lk 30 ; Kal Myei, Mk 2, 

aycf.yeTE, Mt 2, Lk 3o; cplpETE, Mk 2. 

Jpe'iTe, Mt 8, Lk 31 ; ei'.,raTE, Mk 8• 

~yayov, Mt 7, Lk 85 ; cplpovcriv, Mk 7. 
£aVTwV-£V Tij oai;,, Mt 8, Lk 86 ; alm7iv-ets T~V ooov, Mk 8• 

>..lyovTe,, Mt o, Lk 88. 

12-17. From Mk ul5-19, 

M 12. And Jesu~ entered into the temple of God,1 and cast out all 
who sell and buy in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money
changers, and the seats of those who sell the doves.] Mk. has here: 
"And He entered into Jerusalem, into the temple: and having 
looked about at all things, it being already a late hour, He went 
out to Bethany with the twelve." The editor of Mt. omits this. 
For omission of verses of a similar character, cf. the omission of 
Mk 1 45 612-13• The next three verses in Mk. are 12·14, which con
tain the first part of the narrative of the fig-tree, the sequel being 
vv.20·25• Mt., with the obvious intention of representing the wither
ing of the fig-tree as having taken place immediately upon the 
word of Christ, postpones vv.12•14 that he may connect them with 
20·25• This brings him, therefore, to Mk 15•19, which he now inserts. 
The result of these changes may be shown thus: 

First day-Mt. Entry .... Cleansing of temple. Return to 
Bethany. 

,, Mk. Entry. Return to Bethany. 
Second day-Mt. Cursing and withering of fig-tree. Teaching, 

21 13-25. 

,, Mk. Cursing of fig-tree. Cleansing of temple. 
Third day-Mt. 

,, Mk. The withered fig-tree. Teaching, u 27-13. 

Mt. has, therefore, shortened Mk.'s sequence of events by one 
day. Lk. does the same, but does not even suggest that the two 
days which he mentions were consecutive. He places the entry 
and the cleansing of the temple on one day, omits the incident of 
the fig-tree, and introduces teaching parallel to Mt 21 13-25 and 
Mk 11 27-13 with "and it came to pass on one of the days." It 
is clear that neither Mt. nor Lk. regarded Mk.'s sequence of events 
as chronologically important in detail. It is not probable that Mt.'s 
change in Mk.'s order is accidental rather than intentional. But, if 
so, at Mk v.12 he came to the words Kal eicr~>dJev ei, 'Iepocro>..vµa eis 
To iepov. From these words he passed on by accident to Mk v.15 Kal 
lpxovTal e1s 'frpocro>..vµ,a Kat eicre>..0wv ei; TO iF.pov, and he therefore 

1 Tov 1/eoiJ) So C D al latt S2 ; ~ B L omit. The phrase TO lepov Tou Oeofi 
does not occur elsewhere, and is probably genuine here, . 
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continued with the account of the cleansing of the temple, Mk vv.15-19• 

Then finding that he had omitted the cursing of the fig-tree, Mk 
vv.12-14, he combined it with the withering of the fig-tree, Mk vv.20-25• 

12. Mk. has: "And they come to Jerusalem: and He entered 
into the temple, and began to cast out those who sell and who buy in 
the temple, and He overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and 
the seats of those who sell the doves."-Jtl,8aA£v] the indic., as often, 
for Mk.'s ~ptaTo, and the inf. Mk. adds, "And did not allow any 
one to carry a vessel through the temple." 

13. And saith to them, It stands written, My house shall be M 
called a house of prayer; but ye made 1 it a lair of robbers.] Mk. 
has : "And was teaching, and saying, Does it not stand written 
that My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations? 
but ye have made it a lair of robbers."-& oTK6c; p,ov, K.T.A.] the 
quotation is from the LXX of Is 567• Mk. seems to have carried 
the quotation too far. The temple was not, in fact, a house of 
prayer 1rauw Tote; Wv£uw. Mt. omits the words,-<T7n]Aatov 
A17<TTwv] seems to be a reminiscence of Jer 711• 

14. And there came to Him blind and lame in the temple; and E 
He healed them.] Mk. has here : "And the chief priests and 
scribes heard, and were seeking how they might kill Him : for they 
feared Him, for all the multitude was amazed at His teaching." 
Mt. substitutes for this an account of miracles done in the temple 
which the chief priests saw, and how they heard the children cry
ing, Hosanna, and were vexed. He elsewhere substitutes a state
ment of healing for Mk.'s statement of teaching. See on 1414 192• 

He has already omitted Mk.'s reference to teaching, Mk v.17• The 
editor seems to regard the first day as a day of action (vv.14-15), the 
second as a day of teaching. Hence Mk.'s iB{BauKw, 11 17 is, trans
ferred to Mt 21 23, and Mk 1118 71"0.<; yap O 5xAoc; it£1rA~<T<T£TO £7rt Tfj 
8i8axii aVTOV to Mt 2238• 

15. And the chief priests and scribes seeing the marvellous things E 
that He did, and the children who were cr)'t·ng in the temple, and 
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David, were vexed.] 

16. And said to Him, Dost Thou hear what these say 7 And L 
Jesus saith to them, Yes; did you never read that "From the mouth 
of babes and infants Thou didst bring praise to pe,fection " 7] The 
quotation is from the LXX of Ps 83• The Heb. has "strength " 
for "praise," and is, therefore, less adapted to this context. Lk. 
places .sayings parallel to these during the entry into Jerusalem, 
1939-40 "Certain of the Pharisees from the multitude said to Him, 
Teacher, rebuke Thy disciples. And He answered and said, I say to 
you, that if these shall be silent, the stones will cry out.'' It seems 
clear that Mt. and Lk. have independent traditions behind them. 

17. And having left them, He went outside the city to Bethany, 
1 iiro117cr11T£] So C D al, as in Lk. ~ B L have 1ro«rr£, 
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and passed the night there.] Mk v.19 has: "And when it became 
late they were going outside the city."-J~:\.(hv] aor. for Mk.'s 
imp. l[oropevovro, as often. But Mk. has J~Mev in v.11.-,,ti:\.ia-0'7] 
Lk. has the same verb in a similar connection, 2 137• It occurs 
from Homer downwards, and is common in the LXX. It is used of 
men, Apoll. R. 2. 1284; Diod. 13. 6; Hdt. 8. 9, 9. 37, Xen. Cyrop. 4. 

18-22. From Mk 112-14. 20-25, 
M 18. And early in the morning, as He made for the dty, He was 

hungry.] Mk. has: "And as they were passing by early in the 
morning," v. 20 ; and: "And on the morrow as they went out from 
Bethany, He was hungry," v.12. 

M 19. And seeing a jig-tree by the way side, He came to it, and 
found nothing on it, save leaves alone, and saith to it, There shall no 
longer be fruit from thee for ever.] Mk. has : "And seeing a fig-tree 
from afar having leaves, He came, if haply He might find anything 
on it: and having come to it, He found nothing except leaves ; for 
it was not the season of figs. And He answered and said to it, May 
no one any longer eat fruit of thee for ever. And the disciples were 
hearing it.'' The editor omits d /1.pa ri e{Jp~<rn Jv atirfi Kal J:\.0,1,v, 
and & yap Katpo<; otiK ~v <TVKWV, which might suggest that Christ 
hoped against probability to find "fruit" and was disappointed. He 
also modifies the imprecation or wish, Mk 141', into a solemn pro
phecy of fact. 

E 19. And the jig-tree withered away immediately.] Mk., who 
puts the continuation of the story on the following morning, has 
no parallel to this. 

M 20. And the disciples saw it, and marvelled, saying, How im-
mediately did the jig-tree wither away!) Mk. has : " And Peter 
remembered, and saith to Him, Rabbi, see, the fig-tree which Thou 
didst curse is withered away." 

M 21. And Jesus answered and said to them, Verily I say unto 
you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, not only shall ye do this of the 
jig-tree, but if ye shall say to this mountain, Be taken up and cast 
into the sea, it shall happen.] Mk. has: "And Jesus answered 
and saith to them, Have faith in God. Verily I say to you, That 
whosoever shall say to this mountain, Be taken up, and cast into 
the sea, and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that 
what he speaks happens, it shall be to him.''-a,roKpi0el<; oe1 for Kal. 
a,roKpt0d,, as often.-d',rev] for :\.iyu, as often. Mt. omits Mk.'s 
., f " # I ] l' Mk ' # , • • • ori, as o ten.-eav EX'JTE 1Tt<TTW 1or . s exere 1Tt<rnv 1s an ass1m1-
lation to 1720.-,r{<rri,] here, as in 1 720, means trust in the divine 
power combined with confidence that he who trusts can make use 
'of the divine power to work miracles. See on 1720. In Mk. ND 
curss S1 have d :xere, and Mt. may have had this before him. If 
so he has changed to lav :X'JTE to assimilate to 1720. 

M ' 22. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, 
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ye shall receive.] Mk. has: "Therefore I say to you, All things 
whatsoever ye pray and ask, believe that ye received, and it shall be 
to you."-a1T~<T7JTE] Mt. omits one ofMk.'s two synonymous verbs; 
see on 83.-m<TTEVOJ/TES] i.e. with trust in the power and love of 
God to grant the request. Mk. adds here : " And when ye stand 
praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any one ; that your Father 
who is in the heavens may forgive you your trespasses." The 
verse seems ·out of place in Mk., and appears to have been addei:l 
as an afterthought. It is very possibly an early gloss. The phrase 
"Father who is in the heavens" occurs nowhere else in Mk.1 If the 
verse was in the copy of Mk. used by Mt., the latter has omitted it, 
because he has recorded similar sayings in 614 523• A further 
addition is made in Mk. by the majority of MSS., namely, El OE 
'V/J-ELS ofJK acpfr'TE OVOE lJ 'TrU'T~p tip.ow lJ £JI (TOLS) oflpa11o'is acp~uEt (vp.1.11) 'TO. 
7rapa7r'TW/J-U'Ta vp.w11. The clause is omitted by~ B LS A S1 k. 

23-27. From Mk 1127-33. 

23. And when He came into the temple, there came to Hi"m, as M 
He was teaching, the chief priests and elders of the people, saying, 
By what authority doest Thou these things, and who gave Thee this 
authority 7] Mk. has : "And they come to Jerusalem : and as He 
was walking in the temple, there come to Him the chief priests, and 
scribes, and elders, and were saying to Him, By what authority 
doest Thou these things? or who gave Thee this authority that 
Thou shouldest do these things?" Mk.'s Ka). lpxo11rni Eis '!Epou6>..vp.a 
is unnecessary after v.18.-7rpocrij>..0a11] aor., as often, for Mk.'s hist. 
present. For 7rpoulpxEu0a,, see on 48• For the aor. in a, see Blass, 
p. 45.-0,SauKoll'Tt] This is to be a day of teaching, as yesterday was 
of action; see on v. 14.-7rpocrij>..0a11->..lyo11TES] for Mk. 's lpxoVTat.-Kal 
EAEyo11, as often. Mt. omits Mk.'s redundant lva Tavra 7roii)s at the end. 

24. And Jesus answered and said to them, 1 also wilt ask you one M 
thing, whz"ch if ye tell Me, 1, too, will tell you by what authority I do 
these things.] Mk. has : "And Jesus said to them, I will ask you 
one thing, and answer Me, and I will tell you by what authority I 
do these things." Mt.'s t11 lav EL7r'f/'Tl µ,o, Kay~ lpw is a grammatical 
correction of Mk.'s Ka). a7roKp{071TE µ,o, Ka). lpw. 

25. The baptism of John, whence was it 7 from heaven, or from M 
men 7 And they disputed among themselves, saying, If we say, From 
heaven; He will say to us, Why then did you not believe him 7] So 
Mk. without 7r00E11 ~11 and with a7roKpi07JTl p,01, which Mt. omits 
as redundant, after a110pW7rw11.-ol OE 01E>..oytto11To] for Mk.'s Ka). 
OLEA.oy{to11TO, as often.-EJ/ £aV'TOI.S] for Mk.'s 7rpos £aV'TO'IIS. For a 
similar change, cf. Mt 167, Mk 816• The point seems to be 
that John had borne witness to Christ as the Messiah. If the 

1 But the antithesis "the Father-the Son" occurs also only once in Mk., viz. 
1J32, yet is certainly genuine. In the same way Mk I 125 may be a genuine survival 
in Mk. of a Palestinian form of expression which finds fuller expression in Mt. 

15 
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authorities had given credence to John, they would have had ·no 
need to ask by what authority Jesus acted.-i1rurTEV<TaTE avr<i)] 
m<TrEvEiv in 8 13 928 186 21 22 meant to have "trust," "assurance" in 
the power and goodness of God or of Christ. But here and in v. 32 

2423, 26 it has the weaker sense to "give credence to." 
M 26. But if we should say, From men ; we fear the multitude,for all 

hold John as a prophet.] Mk. has: "But should we say from men 
-they feared the multitude. For all held John that he was truly a 
prophet."-N1.v 8l] is a grammatical correction of Mk.'s harsh aA.,\a. 
-cf,o{3ovµd)a] avoids Mk.'s aposiopesis.-lxov<TLV w<; 1rpocf,~TTJV] is a 
correction of Mk.'s ETxov-5vrw, Jri 1rpocf,o/'Y/• ~v. 

M 27. And they answered Jesus, and said, We do not know. He also 
said to them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.] 
So Mk. with ,\lyov<TLV for .T1rav and Kal o •1,.,<Tov, AlyEi avro'i:, for lcf,f/ 

:, ,. ' :, I avroi<; KaL avro<;. 
23-27. Mt. and Lk. agree in the following: 
avr<i> 818ct<TKOVT{, Mt 23 ; 818&.(TKOVTO<; avrov, Lk 1 ; 1rEpL1raTOVVTO<; 

avroii, Mk 27• 

,\lyovrE,, Mt 23, Lk 2• 

07r0Kpt0El, 8l, Mt 24, Lk 8• Mk. has no a1r0Kp10E{<;. 
K«yw, Mt 24, Lk 3, 

EL7r'IJTE, Mt 24 j Ei1raTE, Lk 3 j a1r0Kp{()'YJTE, Mk 29• 

Both Mk. and Lk. omit iva Tavra 1roiij, from Mk 28 and 
a1r0Kp[()'YJTE JLOL from Mk 30_ 

oi al, Mt 25, Lk 5 ; Ka{, Mk 31• 

lav al, Mt 26, Lk 6 ; «AM, Mk 32• 

Mk. has here: "And He began to speak to them in parables," 
followed by the parable of the Wicked Husbandmen. Mt. inserts 
first the parable of the Two Sons, then borrows from Mk. that of 
the Husband men, and then adds the parable of the Marriage Feast; 
thus forming a group of three prophetic parables (cf. Introduc
tion, p. lxv), foretelling the divine judgement impending over the 
Jewish nation. See Gould on Mk 121• 

28-32. Parable of the Two Sons. 
L 28. But what think ye 1 A man had two sons; and he came to 

the first, and said, Son, go to-day work in the vineyard. ]--T{ 8t: vµ'iv 
8oKEt] See on 1725.-1rpO<TEMwv] See on 48• 

L 29. And he answered and said, I am not willing; but after-
wards he repented, and went.] 

L 30. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he 
answered and said, I (go), sir; and went not.] 

L 31. Which of the two did the will of the father 1 Thiry say, 
The first. Jesus saith to them, Verily I say to you, That the toll
gatherers and the harlots go before you into the kingdom of God.] 
-1rpod.yov<riv vJL<!, £ls T~V /3a<TLAElav TOV 0Eov] We might have 
expected the editor to use £ls r~v {3a<TLAdav rwv ovpavwv, so that 
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1rpoa:yovcnv would have been a timeless statement of fact, meaning 
"go" into the kingdom whenever it shall appear, and so practically 
equivalent to a future; cf. 1rapa8toorai, Mk 931• It very probably 
represents an Aramaic participle. The fact that we have rov 
8Eov instead of rwv otJpavwv makes it clear that the phrase is not 
editorial, but that it is derived from the source used. The reason 
why the editor did not alter it into rwv otJpavwv is not clear. But 
( 1) he has perhaps once out of fourteen times left rou 8Eou in a 
Marean passage (Mt 1924). (2) He elsewhere once has a• phrase 
which he generally alters, e.g. p.Era rpE'i, ~p.lpa,, 2 763,, Contrast 
1621 1723 2019• (3) He may have felt that here, as in 1228, the 
"kingdom of God " of his source was not quite the same as the 
"kingdom of the heavens " which he elsewhere describes. See 
also on 21 31• In "go before you into the kingdom" the meaning 
is not so much, "will go before you into the kingdom when it is 
inaugurated," as "obey God by fulfilling John's command to 
repent, submit to the divine will, take upon themselves the yoke of 
the kingdom, and become heirs of its promises." In other words, 
the "kingdom" here means rather the condition of preparedness 
for the coming kingdom than that future kingdom itself. Had the 
Evangelist written, " will go before you into the kingdom of the 
heavens," he would have represented the Lord as foretelling the 
future admission of the people to whom he was speaking into the 
kingdom. This was just what the editor wished to avoid. They 
were to be cast out of the kingdom, ~12• "Go before you into the 
kingdom," on the other hand, emphasises the fact that the toll
gatherers and harlots "go," and leaves it quite ambiguous whether 
the persons addressed "go" or not. Like 1228, this parable pro
bably came from the Logia ; and if that is so, the Logia contained 
not only parables of the kingdom of the heavens, but other sayings 
and parables in which the phrase " kingdom of God" was used in a 
serise not always identical with "the kingdom of the heavens." 

32. For John came to you with the way of righteousness, and you L 
did not believe him : but the toll-gatherers and the harlots belie1;ed 
him: and you saw (it), and did not afterwards repent, so as to believe 
him.]-Ev oS<ii OLKato<TVV'I],] ooos here, like the Heb. :J~1 and the 
Aramaic N~;i~, means not so much the path trodden as the manner, 
custom, method. To come with the way of righteousness is to 
come as a representative and teacher of righteousness and of her 
methods. "John came with the way of righteousness," means 
"John came, and what he taught was good," he represented and 
stood for the manner of life which righteousness demands. See 
Wellhausen, in loc., and cf. oBi'w 8EDv, 2216• The Lord applies the 
answer of the authorities to their own conduct by way of contrast. 
They had said that that son was to be approved who, though he 
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was unwilling at first, yet afterwards went into the vineyard. But 
the Baptist came preaching righteousness, calling men to go into 
God's vineyard through the gate of repentance, and they had given 
no ear to his preaching. In this respect they were like the first 
son of the parable, who said I am unwilling. But, unlike him, 
they had not afterwards repented and obeyed the Baptist's call. 
On the other hand, the toll-gatherers and the harlots had also 
been like the first son, but they had changed their mind when 
John preached, and had obeyed the call. This only hardened 
the Jewish authorities the more. A vineyard in which outcasts 
worked was no vineyard for them. A kingdom into which the 
toll-gatherers could enter was no kingdom for them. Thus toll
gatherers and harlots went before them into the kingdom of God. 
-Tov ,ruTnvCTai] "gives rather the content than the purpose of 
p,ETEP,EA.~()'l'JTE," Moulton, p. 216. But unless ol, be omitted or 
another negative be inserted before ,ri<TTEV<Tai, it is difficult to 
make any sense of the clause which will suit this context, except 
by translating "to believe," i.e. "and believed him." See below. 

28-31. N C D Lal S1 S2 latt have the obedient son first, the 
disobedient son second. 

B reverses the order. 
In v.81 N CL al c f q S2 have ,rpwTO<;, This seems to be required 

by the context. The Pharisees could hardly give any other answer, 
and the Lord's reply seems to presuppose it. The Pharisees 
were in part like the first son, i.e. they refused to give heed to 
John's preaching. But they were also unlike him, since he came to 
a better state of mind, whilst they hardened themselves the more. 

B has V<Tnpos, D latt l<TxaTOs, S1 "the last." In the case of B, 
which has reversed the order of vv.29• 80, the Pharisees still approve 
the conduct of the son who first refused and afterwards went. 
But D S1 latt make the Pharisees approve the conduct of the son 
who promised to go and failed to fulfil his promise. Wellhausen 
believes this to be the original text, and supposes that the 
Pharisees intentionally gave a perverse answer in order to make 
pointless the moral which Christ was going to draw from the natural 
rejoinder. They ought to have answered that the first son did 
his father's will, and He would then have contrasted their conduct 
with that of the son approved by them, and compared them to 
the son whose conduct they reprehended. But they purposely 
give the wrong answer, and Christ's rejoinder, v.81, is an expression 
of indignation at their perversity, rather than an explanation of 
the parable. Merx, too, upholds this reading, and finds in it the 
original text which has given rise to the other readings. But it 
seems probable that the order of N C D L al and ,rpw-ro<; are the 
orig!nal. 

There would be a natural tendency to transpose this order: 
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( 1) It might be argued that if the first son went, there was 
no occasion to summon the second; 

( 2) the fulfilment of the command forms an unexpected climax 
to the story ; 

(3) it was natural to identify the disobedient son with the 
Jew, the obedient son with the Gentile. Along this 
line of interpretation the latter should come last in 
chronological order; 

(4) the vcrripov of v.29 may have had some influence in causing 
this verse to be placed after v.30 ; 

(5) further, v. 32 may have suggested the change· of order. 
"John came, and you did not believe "= o-tJK amj.\th ; 
"the toll-gatherers and harlots believed" = fL£TafL£)1.'YJ(h2, 
a1r~..\.0i. 

On these grounds the order of B might be explained as due 
to emendation for literary and exegetical reasons, and the substitu
tion of "the last" for "the first" might be supposed to be later 
than the transposition of order. 

But the MS. evidence suggests that the substitution is earlier 
than the transposition of order, and is the probable cause of it. 

The earliest emendation seems to have been the substitution 
of "the last" (D latt S1) for "the first." This may be due to 
antipharisaic motives. The Lord had said of them that "they 
say and do not." They must, therefore, be represented as 
approving of one who said "I go," and went not. The variations 
vuTipos, laxaTos are against the originality of this reading. 

The transposition of order seems to have originated in a text 
in which "the last" had already been adopted, and to have been 
made by some one who misunderstood the motive which had led 
to the substitution of "the last" for "the first," in order to make 
the Pharisees return the obvious answer. 

82, ou µereµeX~O'l]Te] B I 13 22 33 latt have ouoe. D omits the nega
tive. c e alter its position quod non credidistis. S1 also omits. Burkitt 
translates " but ye, when ye saw. it-at the last have ye changed your 
mind that ye should believe in Him?" But the clause is not necessarily 
interrogative in the Syriac. The omission is probably accidental. The 
clause is very difficult. Mt. has TOV with the mfinitive seven times. In 
2 13 and 313 with an aorist, of a definite action, in I 11 and 133 with a present, 
of a continuous action. In 68 it occurs after ,rpo. Here "did not repent 
so as to believe " should be -rov ,riureuew rather than Tov ,riurevua,. But to 
translate " did not repent of havini2 believed" seems to destroy the sense. 
The Pharisees had not believed, v. . D's omission of the negative gives a 
possible rendering "repented so as to believe" ; but this seems an unlikely 
conclusion to the saying. The transposition of the negative by c e also gives 
a weak finish to the saying, and is probably a translator's emendation. A 
omits the whole of the last clause. This may be due to homceoteleuton. It 
is difficult to think that the clause as it stands is original, but if any part 
is genuine 011 or ouoe µereµeX~O'IJTE must have belonged to it; possibly -rov 
1r1ureDua.1 a.uri;; is a later gloss. 
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33-46. From Mk 121-12• See Briggs, The Messiah of the 
Gospels, p. 114. 

33-46. The labourers in the vineyard. 
M 33. Hear another parable : There was a man, a householder, 

who planted a vineyard, and placed round it a fance, and digged in 
it a press, and built a tower.] Mk. has: "A man planted a vine
yard, and placed round (it) a fence, and digged a press, and built 
a tower." The details are borrowed from Is 52• For the /1.vOpw1ro, 
-oiKo8£CT1r6T'YJ, ocrri,, cf. l 352 &.v0p6J1r<:? oiKo8£CT1r6ry ocrrt,, 201 ib., 
1823 &.v0p6J1r<:? /3aCTIA£1. J,. Mk. has simply /1.v0pw1ro,.-cppayµ.ov almi, 
1r£pd07JK£v] Mk. has 1r£pil07JK£V cppayµ.6v. For Mt.'s order, cf. 
Is 52.-ATJv6v] Mk. has v1roA~vwv; Is. 1rpoA~viov. 

M 33. And let it out to husbandmen, and went away.] So Mk. 
M 34. And when the season of the fruits arrived, lte sent his 

servant to the husbandmen to receive its fruits.] Mk. has: "And 
sent to the husbandmen at the season a servant, that he might 
receive from the husbandmen the fruits of the vineyard." 

M 35. And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and 
killed another, and stoned another.] Mk. has : "And they took 
him, and beat him, and sent him away empty. And again he sent 
to them another servant; and him they-(?), and shamefully 
treated. And another he sent, and him they killed." 

M 36. Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they 
did to them likewise.] Mk. has : "And many others ; beating some, 
and killing some." In Mk. there is before the final sending of the 
son a triple sending of a single messenger, vv.2• 4• 5, followed by a 
general statement, v.5 "and many others." Mt. simplifies this 
into a double sending of several messengers, vv.34• 36, but seems to 
show a trace of Mk.'s first three messengers in his 3v µ.lv, 3v U, 
3v 8l, v.35• He avoids Mk.'s rare and uncertain (probably corrupt) 
word £K£cpaA.{w<rav. Further, in Mk. the treatment of the first three 
messengers is climactic: the first they beat and sent away, the 
second they put to shame, the third they killed. After this "the 
many others" comes in very weakly. Mt., with his double sending 
of several messengers, avoids this anticlimax. Lk. has a triple 
sending of a single messenger. The first was beaten and sent 
back empty-handed, the second beaten and dishonoured and sent 
away, the third wounded and cast out. Thus the crime of murder 
is not reached till the son is sent. 

M 37. And at last he sent to them ltis son, saying, They will 
reverence my son.] Mk. has : " Still one he had, a son beloved. 
He sent him last to them, saying that they will reverence my 
son." See Gould on Mk 126- 11• 

M 38. But the ltusbandmen, having seen the son, said amongst 
themselves, This i's the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us have his 
inheritance.] Mk. has: "But those husbandmen said to one 
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another that this is the heir ; come, let us kill him, and ours shall 
be the inheritance.-lv fovrni:s] Mk. has 'ITpOs fovrnv,. Mt. avoids 
'ITpos in this sense; cf. v.25, and 167 = Mk 816. 

39. And they took him, and cast him outside the vineyard, and M 
killed him.] Mk. has : "And they took him, and killed him, and 
cast him outside the vineyard." Mt., with the history of the 
Passion in his mind, reverses Mk.'s second and third clauses. 
Christ was crucified outside the city. See on Lk 2015. 

40, 41. Tf7zen, therefore, the lord of the vineyard shall come, what M 
will he do to those husbandmen ? They say to him, He will evilly 
destroy the evil ones, and will give the vineyard to other husbandmen, 
who will render to him the fruits at their seasons.]· Mk. has : 
" What will the lord of the vineyard do ? He will come 
and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard to 
others." In Mk. Christ Himself answers the rhetorical question. 
Mt. places the answer in the mouth of the rulers, that they them
selves, as in v.31, may pronounce their own condemnation. This 
change involves others. Mk.'s abrupt -rl 'IToi~a-n o Kvpw, -rov 
d,U'ITEA.wvo, must now, as an independent sentence, be rounded off 
by the anticipation of o-rav otv :.>..er,, and by the addition of £KE{voi,, 
which had been omitted from Mk 7• In v.41 KaKov, KaKw, takes 
the place of l.\Ev<TE-rai, which has been transferred to v. 40 ; lKOw<TE-rai, 
cf. i~ioE-ro, v.33, takes the place of owa-Et, and a clause is added to 
round off the sentence. For the phraseology, cf. Ps 1 3• 

42. Jesus saith to them, Did you never read in the Scriptures, M 
The stone whti:h the builders re:fect~d, this became the head of the 
corner : from the Lord was this, and it i's marvellous in our eyes ?] 
So Mk., without "Jesus saith to them," and with "Did you not 
read this Scripture,'' for Mt.'s "Did you never read in the Scrip
tures." The quotation is from the LXX of Ps 11 722• ail-r77 
corresponds to the Heb. neutral pronoun n~T. "This "means this 
fact, that the rejected stone became the head of the corner. 

43. Therefore I say to you, That the kingdom of God shall be E 
taken from you, and shall be given to a nation which produceth its 
fruits.] The words do not occur in Mk. They are an expository 
comment of the editor. The parable carries forward the thought 
of the preceding section. The Jewish rulers had adopted towards 
the Baptist a policy of non-recognition, which involved them in 
doubts as to the authority of Christ as the Messiah, vv.23·32• Their 
action was typical and prophetic. They had at all times disobeyed 
the messengers of God, and were on the point of putting to death 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and His final Messenger to them. 
Consequently the divine favour, the kingdom= the vineyard, would 
be withdrawn from them and given to others. Vv. 41·42 express the 
same thought under another metaphor. The stone which the 
builders of Israel, that is, the Jewish authorities, rejected would 
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become the chief stone in another building. The edifice of Israel's 
national life was to give place to another building; cf. 1618· oiKo-
80µ,+rw µ,ov T~v iKKA.7Julav.-~ (3aui>..da Tov (hov] Since the parable 
as a whole is clearly taken from Mk., there is every reason to 
suppose that this verse, which is not in Mk., is an editorial 
comment on the meaning of the parable. The vineyard was to be 
taken from the Jewish nation; but what term could the editor subc 
stitute for the vineyard? What he wished to express was, no doubt, 
the privileged position of the Jews as the recipients of a divine 
revelation. But this was just what the Rabbinical writers express 
by "the sovereignty of the heavens." When a heathen became a 
proselyte, and was incorporated into the privileged Jewish people, 
he was said to take upon himself the sovereignty of the heavens ; 
see Dalman, Words, p. 97. We might therefore have expected the 
editor to use the phrase (3aui'A.da Twv ovpavwv. But since he has 
throughout the Gospel employed this term for the eschatological 
kingdom which Christ announced, and which was to be inaugurated 
when the Son of Man came upon the clouds of heaven, it would 
have been unsuitable here. For that kingdom had never been the 
possession of the Jewish rulers, and could not be taken from 
them. The phrase (3aui>..da Tov 8£ov, in the sense current 
among the Jews of the 1st century A.D., of sovereignty of 
God, seemed more suitable here; and the editor, by using it, 
once more betrays his Jewish origin, and emphasises his sense of 
the difference between this phrase in his Gospel and the more 
frequent (3autA.££a Twv ovpavwv. See on 1228 and 21 31, and Intro
duction, p. lxvii.-Wvn] the conception of the Christian society as 
an Wvo, occurs only here in the Gospel. It has twice been called 
an £KKA71u{a, 1617 1817• The word is probably here suggested by 
the idea of the Jewish nation, implied in the fµ,wv. 

E? 44. And every one who falleth upon this stone shall be dashed in 
pieces : but upon whomsoever it shall fall, it shall scatter him as dust.] 
The words do not occur in Mk. The stone of v.42 seems to have 
suggested the stone of Is 814• 15 and the stone of Dn 234• 44•45, The 
verse apparently means that the rejection of the Messiah, "the son" 
of v.87 and "the stone" of v. 42, would involve the complete break 
up of the Jewish polity.-.\tKp,~un] is borrowed from Dn 244 (Th.), 
and is used in the same sense as in that passage, namely, to break 
into small pieces, or to scatter as dust; see Deissm. Bib. Stud. 
p. 225. See also Briggs, Messianic Prophecy, p. 208. 

The verse is omitted by D 33 a be ff1 2 S1• It may perhaps be 
an interpolation from Lk 2018, where the saying occurs in the form 
1ra, t:, 1r£uwv br' £K£tvov TOv M0ov, K.T.A.. But the verse as it stand:; 
in Mt. looks very much like an early gloss, suggested by v. 43• That 
verse seems to be an editorial interpretation of the meaning of the 
parable. The vineyard was to be given to others, v. 41• That is to 
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say, the privileges of the Jewish nation, entrusted to it by God, 
were to be taken from it and given to others. The editor describes 
these privileges as "the kingdom of God," by whicq he probably 
means the whole of the special revelation vouchsafed to the Jewish 
nation. He could hardly have used the term " the kingdom of 
the heavens," because he everywhere employs this term to signify 
the kingdom announced by Christ as coming in the near future. 
Here the parable necessitates the use of a term to describe some 
privilege, corresponding to the vineyard, already in the possession 
of the Jewish nation. It is not very probable that after thus 
interpreting the parable and closing the narrative the editor would 
have added v.44, which carries the thought back again to v.42• But 
a later copyist of the Gospel has been reminded by the word Wvu 
(v.43) of a passage in Dn 2 44 where it is said that the kingdom 
shall not be left to another people, .;, (Ja<ri>..e{a avTov >..a<i, ETEP'f ovK 
V7rOAEt<p0~<rETat, Th. ; avT17 .;, (Ja<riAela dAAO Wvos Ol/ p.~ U.<r'{l, LXX. 
Whilst considering this contrast, his eye was caught by the next 
clause in Dn., Ae1rTvve'i: Kal Aiicp.~<rei 1ro.<ras Tas /3a<r1>..das. This 
afforded him the nucleus of an explanatory gloss, v.44, which he 
has built up out of Dn 2 45 (Th.), Is 814• 15• How, then, are we 
to explain Lk 2018 ? It is natural to say that, if not genuine in 
Mt., the history of the saying begins with Lk 2018, whence it has 
been transferred to Mt. But, if I am not mistaken, the history of 
the clause begins rather with Mt 21 43• It was the Wvei of that 
verse which directed attention to the "other nation" of Dn 2 44, 

and so to the AtKp.~<ret of that passage. It is improbable that the 
original editor of Mt. inserted v.44, but it may have been inter
polated at a very early date, and may have been read as part of 
the first Gospel by the author of the foird. Or it may have passed 
from the first Gospel into the third at so early a date that no hint 
of its spuriousness there is given by the extant witnesses to the 
text of that Gospel. There is, of course, no reason why the same 
glossator should not have inserted the words in both Gospels. 

45. And the chief priest and the Pharisees heard His parables, M 
and perceived that .He speaks about them.] 

46. And seeking to arrest Him, they feared the multitudes, since M 
they held Him for a prophet.] Mk. has: "They were seeking to 
arrest Him, and feared the multitude: for they perceived that He 
spoke the parable with reference to them. And leaving Him, they 
went away." Mt., who has another parable to insert, omits the last 
clause. Mt.'s slight changes of Mk. are intentional. lyvw<rav yap 
in Mk. explains not the immediately preceding clause, but l(~Tovv 
avTov KpaTij<rai. Mt. places the clauses in logical order: (a) the 
motive, "they perceived that He spoke about them"; (b) the con
sequent action, "seeking to arrest Him"; (c) the hindrance, "they 
feared the people." Then to maintain the external form of Mk.'s 
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sentence, he adds another clause stating the ground of l<J,o,13~0-q<rav. 
-ixAovsJ as often, for Mk.'s singular. £le; 1rpoef,~r-qv, according to 
Wellhausen, is Aramaic. We should expect w,, as in v. 26• 

88-46. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following parti
culars. Both have the order l1.v0pw1roc; lcpvT£V<TEV aµ,1reAwva, Mt 83, 

Lk 209• Both insert ol yewypo{, Mt 85, Lk 10. Both insert i86vu,, 
Mt 38, Lk 14• Both insert oiv, Mt 40, Lk 15• Both insert ot 
apxi£plis, Mt 45, Lk 19• More important is the fact that Lk. also 
inserts words almost identical with Mt 44• If Mt 44 be genuine, 
this agreement might seem to suggest a second source. But 
since in other respects the texts of Mt. and Lk. read like the 
result of independent redaction of Mk., it is better to suppose 
that Lk. had read Mt., and that the agreements just mentioned 
are due to reminiscence by Lk. of Mt.'s version of the parable. 

The editor here adds a parable from the Logia. 
E XXII. 1. And Jesus answered again, and spake in parables /11 

them, saying, 
L 2. The kingdom of the heavens is likened to a human king, who 

made a marnage far his son.] For wp,oiw0-q, see on 1324• For 
av0pw'1T'Cp {1a<rtAEL, I 828. 

L 8. And sent his servants to call the invited (guests) to the 
marnage: and they were unwilling to come.] 

L 4. Again, he sent other servants, saying, Say to the invited 
(guests), Behold, my feast I have prepared: my oxen and fatlings 
are slaughtered, and all things are ready : come to the marriage.] 
For the double sending, cf. 21 86. 

L 5, 6. And they, neglecting (the invitation), went away, one to his 
E estate, and one to ht's business: and the rest seized ht's servants, 

and ill-treated them, and killed them. ]-i8wv] here= the possessive 
pronoun; see Deissm. Bib. Stud. 123. 

E 7. And the king was angry, and sent ht's armies, and destroyed 
those murderers, and burnt up their city.] 

6, 7. These verses may be due to the editor writing in remem
brance of the death of the Baptist, the Crucifixion of the Messiah, 
the persecution of the Apostles, and the destruction of Jerusalem. 
V.8 follows well upon v.5• olJK ~<rav lJ.twi suits the indifferent 
guests of v. 5 much better than the. executed murderers of v. 7• The 
verse expresses the editor's belief in the connection between the 
fall of Jerusalem and the Parousia. The marriage feast here 
follows the burning of the city. 

L 8. Then he saitli to his servants, The marriage feast is ready, 
but the invited (guests) were not worthy.] 

L 9. Go therefore to the byways, and as many as ye shall find, 
invite to the marria,re.]-8ie[68ovc; TWV o8wv] Cf. Hdt. i. 199, 

L 10. And those servants went out i11to tlze highways, and gathered 
all whom they .found, both evil and good: and the marriage feast 
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was supplied witlz guests. ]-uvv,1yayov] is probably a translation of 
the Aram. root Cl:l which in the Piel means to "gather," and in 
the Hiphil to "bring ih," to "invite." The subst.. i10~::li1 means 
hospitality, e.g. C'ni,~ no~::,;,, Shabb 127 .. , Peah, c. i. 1rov7Jpovs pre
pares the way for vv.11-14.-1rov7Jpou!, 'I'£ Ka{] T£ Ka.l only here in 
Mt., n occurs also in 27 48 2812. 

1-10. So far the editor has adapted a Logian "kingdom" 
parable to his context. In the original parable the story of a 
king who made a marriage feast and invited guests who were 
indifferent to the invitation, was used to describe the reception 
accorded to the good news of the coming kingdom of the heavens. 
By inserting vv.6-7 the editor has adapted this, and brought it into 
line with Mark's parable of the Husbandmen, and the preceding 
parable of the Two Sons. The Jewish nation in the person of its 
rulers had refused to listen to God's call to repentance ( 2 1 32), had 
rejected the Messiah (v.39), and had neglected the summons to 
the marriage feast (22 5). Consequently, judgement upon them 
was at hand. Another people would receive their privileges (2143 

2210), whilst the Jewish metropolis, and with it the Jewish polity, 
.would be destroyed, 22 7• The next four verses seem to be the 
closing paragraph of another parable. They are hardly suitable 
here as a conclusion of vv.I-10, because the people invited in from 
the streets could hardly be expected to have provided themselves 
with festal attire. The parable to which 11-14 originally belonged no 
doubt spoke of an interval between the invitation and the feast, 
during which the guests were expected to make suitable preparations. 

Such a parable is attributed to Jochanan ben Zaccai in B. 
Shabbath 153", and to Judah ha Nasi in Midr. Koh 98 (Wiinsche, 
p. 122 ). A king invited his servants to a feast, but gave them no 
fixed time for the meal. The wise attired themselves fittingly, and 
waited at the palace door. The foolish went away to their work. 
Suddenly the king issued his summons. The wise came in their 
festal robes, and the foolish in their working clothes. These were 
made to stand and watch the wise enjoying the meal. Lk 1415-24 

has a parable of similar outline to Mt 221-10• But the language 
and details are quite different. The 6vo Evangelists clearly are 
not borrowing from the same written source. 

11. And the king went in to belzold the guests, and saw there L 
a man not attired in a wedding garment.] - ovK iv3£3vp.lvov] cf. 
Moulton, pp. 231 f.-0£aua.u0a.i] cf. on n 7. 

12. And he saith to him, Friend, !tow camest thou in here not L 
having a •wedding garment? And he was reduced to silence.]-
£Ta.Lp£] See on 2013. · 

13. Then the king said to the servants, Bind ltim feet and lzands, L 
and cast ht"m out into the outer darkness; tlzere slzall be the wailt'ng 
and the gnashing of teeth.] Parable and fulfilment here inter-
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mingle. In the parable the rejected guest was dismissed from 
the palace with ignominy. But the editor has in mind the fulfil
ment of the parable in the expulsion of the unworthy from the 
kingdom into the darkness of Gehenna, cf. 1341· 42, and gives the 
ending of the parable in terms more appropriate to its explanation 
and fulfilment. For T6 o-K6ro<;, K.r.>.., see on 812. 

L . 14. For many are called, but few chosen.] Vv.11-14 do not seem 
to suit this connection. The editor has added them apparently 
because of the similarity of subject-matter, a wedding feast 1-10, 

a wedding garment 11-14. Vv.1-1° in this connection seem clearly 
prophetic of the fate of the Jewish nation. That is to say, this 
application is given to the parable by the context into which the 
editor has set it. But vv.11-14 seem to have no bearing upon this 
application, unless we suppose that the editor found in the verses 
some such train of thought as the following. The Jews as a 
nation would be punished for their rejection of God's call by the 
destruction of their national polity, vv.1-9• Their privileges would 
be given to other people, v.1° ; but though the invitation would be 
given to all, none would be admitted without the proper qualifica
tion, 11-14• It seems clear that the parable from which 11-13 are 
taken originally had reference not to the Jewish nation at all, but 
to the Christian society waiting for the coming kingdom. During 
this period the disciples were to be in a state of readiness, because 
when the kingdom came all who were not prepared would be 
rejected. Compare the parable of the Tares, 1324-30-36-43, and that 
of the Virgins, 251-13• The wedding garment obviously symbolises 
a condition of readiness and equipment with the necessary quali
fication. What this is need not be further defined than by saying 
that it is the righteousness obtained by obedience to Christ's 
teaching, 520 ; or by doing the will of God, 721 ; or the moral 
qualifications which Christ recommends, 183 ; or confession of 
Him before men, 1032. V.14 seems to express this warning in a 
proverbial form. Many are called to enter the kingdom, but 
comparatively few obtain the necessary qualifications, and are 
ultimately admitted. The words, though they express the same 
lesson of warning as vv.11•13, do not seem very harmonious in form 
with them. They may be a detached saying added here by the 
editor because of the verbal connection 1 between KA'YJTo{ and 
K£KA'YJp.lvoi, vv.3· 4. The contrast between the few and the many is 
found in 2 Es 81 "The Most High hath made this world for many, 
but the world to come for few"; 3 "There be many created, but 
few shall be saved " ; cf. 855 " the multitude of them that perish " ; 
915 "there shall be more of them which perish, than of them 
which shall be saved"; Afoc. Bar 4415 "the dwelling of the rest 
who are many will be in the fire." 

1 Cf. on 619 187, 
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15-22. From Mk 1213-17• See Gould in foe. 
15. Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how they might M 

entrap Him in argument.] 
16. And they send to Him their disciples with the Herodians,· M 

saying, Teacher, we know that Thou art true, and teaches! the way 
of God in truth, and carest not for any man ,- for Thou regardest 
not the person of men.] Mk. has: "And they send to Him certain 
of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, that they might ensnare Him 
in argument. And they came and say to Him, Teacher, We know 
that Thou art true, and carest not for any man ; for Thou regardest 
not the person of men, but truly teachest the way of God." In 
Mk. the "they" must refer to the chief priests and elders and 
scribes, who have not been mentioned by name since 1127. Mt., 
who throughout regards the Pharisees as the most bitter of Christ's 
opponents, and lays stress on their hostility, has inserted chief 
priests and Pharisees in 2145, and reintroduces them here as the 
subject of the sentence. For T6u, see on 2 7• For ?ropEv0lvTE,, 
see on 21 2 ; and for uvµ.f3ov>..iov D..af3ov, 1214• Mt. substitutes 
?ray18Evnv for Mk.'s aypEvEiv. He retains here, unusually, Mk.'s 
historic present, &,rouTl>..>..ovuiv. He had omitted the Herodians 
from Mk 36, but retains them here because their presence adds 
point to the narrative. As supporters of Herod, they would have 
been glad to denounce to the Roman Government any one who 
agitated against the political status quo. The rearrangement of 
clauses in v.16 brings together the two positive sentences followed by 
the two negative ones.-'T~V b8ov 'l"Oll 0Eov] for o8ov, see on 2 l 81• The 
way of God is the conduct or manner of life which God requires. 

17. Tell us, therefore, What thinkest Thou 1 Is it lawful to give M 
tribute to Casar or not 1] Mk. omits the first clause, and adds 
8wp.Ev ~ µ.~ 8wp.Ev. For Tl uoi 8oKEt, see on 1725• For Mt.'s 
omission of the redundant "shall we give or not give," see on s16; 

and for K1Jvuor;;, 1725• 
18. And Jesus perceived their malice, and said, Why tempt ye M 

Me, ye hypocrites?] Mk. has: "And He knew (£18Jr;;) their 
hypocrisy, and said to them, Why tempt ye Me?" Mt. substitutes 
7rov71plav for {i7r0Kp1uw, but adds woKptia[. 

19. Show to Me the tribute coin. And they brought to Him a M 
denarius.] Mk. has: "Bring Me a denarius, that I may see it. 
And they brought (one).'' Mk.'s cf,lpETE may be due to the fact that 
Roman denarii would not be current in the Temple, and were, there
fore, not likely to be found there. If so, Mt. with his l,r18ElfaTE misses 
the point. See Swete. For ?rpoucf,lpELV, see Introduction, p. lxxxvi. 

20. And He saith to them, Whose is this representation and M 
legend 1 They say to Him, Casar's.] Mk. has: "And He saith · 
to them, Whose is this representation and legend? And they said 
to Him, Cresar's." For T6u, see 2 7• 
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M 21. Tlien He saith to them, Render therefore to Ccesar the things 
of Ccesar, and to God the things of God.] So Mk., with "And Jesus 
said" and no oov, which occurs in Mk. about four times as against 
about fifty-six occurrences in Mt. For the meaning, see Swete. 

M 22. And they heard (it), and marvelled, and left Him, a_nd 
departed.) Mk. has: "And they were marvelling at. Him."
Wavµ.acrav] aor. for Mk.'s imperfect, as often. 

15-22. Lk. agrees with Mt. in omitting owµ.Ev ~ µ.~ owµ.Ev from 
Mk v.14 ; in OEt[aTE Lk 24= Mt 19 brioE{[aTE against Mt 16 ef,tpEn; 
and in the order diroOOT£-Tct Ka{crapo,; as against Mk.'s Ta Ka{crapo,; 
airoOOT£. Also in avTo'i,;, Mt 21 = 1rpo,; avrov,;, Lk 25• 

23-33. From Mk 1218-27. 

M 23. On that day there came to Him Sadducees, saying that there is 
no resurrection, and they asked Him.] Mk. has: "And there come 
Sadducees to Him, who say that there is no resurrection; and they 
were asking Him." For lv lKE{vy TV ~µ,lpf[-, see 131 ; 1rpocr~>..0ov, 
see on 43• Mt. avoids Mk.'s hist. pres. lpxovTai, as often.
lm,pw"Jcrav] Mt. avoids Mk.'s imperf., as often . 

.M 24. Saying, Teacher, Moses said, If a man die, not having 
children, his brother should marry his wife, and raise up seed to his 
brother.] Mk. has : "Saying, Teacher, Moses wrote for us, that if 
a man's brother die, and leave a wife, and leave no child, that his 
brother should take his wife, and raise up seed to his brother.'' 
Mk.'s Greek is awkward. In lypaif;w Jn-'lva there is a confusion 
of two constructions, and the threefold aOEA<po,; obscures the 
meaning. Mt. substitutes TL<;; for Twos a.OEA<pos, thus getting rid of 
one doE>..ef,os, omits the superfluous iva, omits the unnecessary Kal 
KaTaM'lrTJ yvvauca, and substitutes the technical E71'tyaµ,{3pEvnv for 
>..af]y: 1 cf. Gn 388 ya.µ,/3pEvCTaL avr~v. In Lv 1816 2021 marriage 
with a deceased brother's wife is forbidden. But Dt 255·10 

~pecifies certain circumstances under which it shall be the duty of a 
man to contract such a marriage.-µ.~ lxwv TlKva] The Heb. has 
simply "son," i.e. male issue. But the LXX has crirlpµ,a, and 
Jos. (Ant. iv. 255) interpreted in this sense. 

M 25. And there were with us seven brethren; and the first, having 
married, died, and not having seed, left his wife to his brother.] 
Mk. has : "Seven brethren there were; and the first took a wife, 
and died, and left no seed.'' 

M 26. Likewise the second, and the third, to the seventh.] Mk. 
has : "And the second took her, and died, not leaving seed. And 
the third likewise. And the seven left no seed." 

llrt 27. And last of all, the woman died.] So Mk. with lcrxaTov for 
tJCTTt:pov. Mt. seven times has vcrnpov. 

llrt 28. In the resurrection, therefore, of which of them shall she be 
1 In Dt 256 LXX has Kai <TIWO<K,j,w am-ii for "79tl'.1, but Aq. has (Ka!) e1r1-yaµ,

fJp<V<Tet ( avT,jV ). 



XXII. 28-31.] LAST DAYS OF THE MESSIAH'S LIFE 239 

wife, for all had her 7] Mk. has : " In the resurrection, of which 
of them shall she be wife, for the seven had her as wife?" Mt. 
avoids Mk.'s repeated "seven" and "wife," and inserts a con
necting particle (otv). 

29. And Jesus answered and said to them, Ye err, not knowing M 
the Scriptures, nor the power of God.] Mk. has : "Jesus said to 
them, Do ye not therefore err," etc. Christ's answer is twofold. 
In denying the possibility of a resurrection, and in supposing that 
imaginary complications arising out of earthly relationships could 
be used as an argument against it, they betrayed (a) insufficient 
knowledge of the law, which, if it did not explicitly teach the doc
trine of the resurrection, yet did implicitly teach its possibility; (b) 
want of faith in the power of God to solve all such difficulties as 
they a!leged. Broadly speaking, a belief in a resurrection was a 
fundamental doctrine of Jewish literature from the second century 
B.C. See Charles, Eschatology; Volz, Jiid. Eschat. 240 ff. ; Schurer, 
u. ii. 179 ff. But very varied views were held as to its scope. 
The Sadducees denied it; see Jos. Wars, ii. 165; B. Sanh 90b. 

So did the Samaritans, who were accused by the Jews of having 
falsified the Pentateuch in order to obliterate passages which taught 
it; Sanh 90b. Appeal was made on behalf of it to Scripture, e.g. 
in B. Sanh 90b R. Jochanan appeals to Nu 1828, from which it 
is deduced that Aaron is eternally living : " Here is also the 
resurrection of the dead signified." R. Simai appealed to Ex 64 

"The Sadducees asked R. Gamaliel, Whence is it proved that the 
Holy One, blessed be He, will raise the dead? He answered, From 
the Pentateuch, the Prophets, and the Hagiographa.'' There follow 
citations of Dt 3116, Is 2619, and Ca 710• "He has no part in 
the world to come," says the Mishnah (Sanh 101), "who denies 
that the resurrection can be proved from the Pentateuch." 

30. For in the resurrection they do not marry, nor are given in M 
marriage, but are as angels in heaven.1] Mk. has: "For when they 
rise from the dead they do not marry, nor are given in marriage ; 
but are as angels in the heavens." The point seems to be that, in 
the life which follows the resurrection, men will then be as the 
angels in heaven now are, im~ortal, and without need of marriage 
to propagate their kind. 

31, 32. But concerning the resurrection of the dead, Have ye M 
not read that which was said to you by God, saying, I am the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob 1 He i's 
not the God of dead (persons), but of living.] The inference seems 
to be that when the words were spoken the patriarchs were still 

1 iv rc;i oupavc;i. Mk. has iv roes oupavo,s, and the plural would accord with 
the usage of the first Gospel. Cf. 2429• 36 1810

• Mk 1332 has the singular in this 
connection, and Mt. there substitutes the plural, so that the i,lngular in 2230 is 
all the more unexpected. 
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living, and that their resurrection was a natural and probable 
corollary. Cf. the similar inference from Nu 1 828 with reference 
to Aaron, quoted above from Sanh 90h. Mk. has : "But con
cerning the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of 
Moses, at the Bush how God spake to him, saying, I am the God 
of Abraham, and God of Isaac, and God of Jacob? He is not 
God of dead persons, but of living: ye greatly err." The quota
tion is from Ex 36• 

M 33. And when the multitudes heard, they were astonished at His 
teaching.] The editor inserts here words which he has omitted 
from Mk u 18 "For all the multitude was astonished at His 
teaching." 

23-33. Lk. agrees with Mt. against Mk. in the following: 
1rpO<T7JA8ov, Mt 23 = 1rpou£A8ovTE<;, Lk 27 ; lpxonai, Mk 18• 

£1r71pwT71uav, Mt 23, Lk 27 ; f.'Tr'YJPWTwv, Mk 18• 

VO'T£pov, Mt 27, Lk 82 j luxaTov, Mk 22• 

£T1r£v, Mt 29, Lk 34 ; lcp'YJ, Mk 24, 

Both Mt 28 and Lk 33 insert otv, and both omit V,a/3£v alJT~v, 
Ka2 a1rl8av£V µ~ KaTaAt7rti>V u1rlpµa from Mk 21• 

23. M")'ovres] So~ B D a!S1 S2 (" and they say"). The meaning seems 
to be that certain Sadducees came and denied that there was a resurrection. 
~c E F al have ol A<")'Ovres; but with this reading we should expect also ol 
2:aoOOUKaLOI, 

30. ll")'")'EAO<] Add 0eo0, ~ L. Omit B D I 209 Iatt S1 S2• 

34-40. Cf. Mk I 2 28-34• 

E 34. And the Phan'sees, having heard that He had silenced the 
Sadducees, were gathered together.] 

E 35. And one o.f them asked Him, testing Hi'm.J 
Mk. here records the story of a scribe who, approving of 

Christ's answers, himself asked a question, and expressed great 
approval of the answer which he received. The story ends with 
a statement of Christ's appreciation of the character of His 
questioner. In Mt. the incident takes a different turn. The 
Pharisees gather together, and one of them puts a question to 
Christ, testing Him. The whole of Mk.'s continuation of the 
narrative after Christ's answer is omitted. It is difficult to see in 
the continual mention of the Pharisees in Mt. any other purpose 
than a desire to prepare the way for the chapter of denunciation 
of the scribes and Pharisees which is to follow in eh. 23. Cf. 2145 

"the chief priests and the Pharisees," 2215 "the Pharisees," 
84 "the Pharisees," 41 "the Pharisees." This may account for 
the unfavourable view taken here of Mk.'s scribe. He was a 
Pharisee, and came to Christ with hostile intent. Consequently 
the approval expressed of him by Christ must be dropped, and 
with it goes what may have seemed to the editor the somewhat 
patronising words of the scribe in Mk 1232· 33• Cf. the omission 
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of the reproachful ou µ,l>1.et crot from Mk 438 = Mt 825, and of the 
somewhat sarcastic question from Mk 637 = Mt 1417. 

In this way Mt 22 34•40 might be explained as due to editorial 
revision of Mk 1 2 28•34• But another factor has to be taken into · 
account. Lk. in the parallel to Mk. abbreviates the whole section 
into one sentence: "And certain of the scribes answered and 
said, Teacher, Thou hast well said. For no one dared to ask 
Him anything." Two reasons for this shortening may be con
jectured-(a) Lk. found Mk.'s narrative to be not free from 
objection; (b) he had already inserted a similar story free from 
the objectionable element in 1025·27• Now, Lk 1025•27 agrees in 
some points with Mt 2 2 34•40 against Mk 12. In both, according 
to the usual text, the questioner is described as voµ,tKO<;. In both 
he comes to test Christ-,retpcf{wv, Mt 35 ; £K1l"Etpa{wv, Lk 25. 

Both stories have a definite reference to the law, lv Tlf v&µ,'I.'; and 
both omit the quotation from Dt 64, and partially assimilate Mk.'s 
quotation of Dt 65 to the Hebrew by substituting iv for Mk.'s EK 
( = LXX). Lk., however, has both prepositions. These facts are 
rather difficult to explain. We might suppose that Mt. and Lk. 
were both acquainted with a narrative of a lawyer who came to 
tempt Christ. Lk. inserted it in eh. 10, and afterwards omitted the 
somewhat similar narrative of Mk 12, whilst Mt. substituted it for 
the story of Mk 12. Or Mt.'s text may be regarded as a revision 
of Mk.'s, and Lk 1025·27 may be entirely independent, or affected 
by reminiscence of Mt. and Mk. on the part of Lk. 

36. Teacher, what kind of commandment is great in the law ?] M p 
Mk. has: "What kind of commandment is first of all? "-,rofo,;] 
cf. 1918• Or it is equivalent to T{,; ; cf. 21 23lf·, Win.-Schm. 
p. 241. 

37. And He said to him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God M p 
wz'th all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and wz'th all thy mind.] 
Mk. has : "Jesus answered that the first is, Hear, 0 Israel ; The 
Lord our God is one Lord : And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God from all thy heart, and from all thy soul, and from all thy 
mind, and from all thy strength." The quotation is from Dt 65• 

The LXX has "from all thy mind (8wvo{a,), and from all thy 
soul, and from all thy power (Bvvaµ,ew,)." But A F Luc ·have 
Kap8{a, for 8iavo{a,;. Mk. seems to have conflated the two 
renderings, and to have substituted . lcrxvoi; for Bwaµ,ew,;. Mt., 
remembering the fact that there were only three clauses in the 
original, retains only the first three from Mk., and assimilates to 
the Hebrew by substituting lv for EK. 

38. This is the great and first commandment.] M p 
39. A second similar one is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour M p 

as thyself.] The quotation is from Lv 1918, and has already been 
quoted in 1918• This saying in a negative form is ascribed to Hillel 

16 
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in B. Shabb 31 a "What is hateful to thee, do not do to thy neigh
bour. That is the whole law. All else is commentary upon it." 1 

M? 40. On these two commandments hangeth the whole law, and the 
prophets.] Mk. has: "Greater than these is no other command
ment." 

Mt. here postpones Mk s4b to the end of the next section, 
where it suitably closes the whole series of questions. 

34. brl TO avTo] D latt S1 S2 have €71'' av-r6v cf. 2727 <rVP1J'ICl-YOP br' avrov. 
brl has here a hostile significance, as in Ac 427• This reading gives an 
admirable sense, and would be easily corrupted into i1rl TO avr6 : cf. Ac 426• 

35. 110µ,K6s] Orn. I e S1 Arm Orig. The word occurs seven times in 
Lk., not in Mk., nor elsewhere in Mt. 

37. i,a110£i] c S1 S2 have "power" (c. virtute)=l<rxurfrom Mk. S1 S2 

also have "from" for iv throughout, assimilating to Mk. (and the Pesh, VS. 
ofDt.), 

41-45. From lVIk 12s5-s7a. 

M 41. And when the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked 
them, saying.] Mk. has: "And Jesus answered and said, as He 
taught in the temple." For the emphasis on the Pharisees, cf. 
on v.85• The collocation of uw~x0TJuav, v.34, with 1r£pl Tov XpiuTov, 
v.42, suggests that very possibly the Evangelist had in mind Ps 2 2• 

M 42. What think ye about the Messiah f Whose Son is He ? 
They say to Him, David's.] Mk. has: "How say the scribes 
that the Messiah is David's Son ?"--r{ vp,'iv 8oK£'i] cf. on 1725• 

For Alyovuiv aim;i, cf. 197 2181 2221, 

M 43. He sailh to them, How then does David in the Spin·t call 
Him Lord, saying?] Mk. has : " David himself in the Holy Spirit 
said."-lv 1rv£vp,an] i.e. by divine inspiration. Cf. "David said in 
the Holy Spirit," Schir ha-Schirim 2 1 (Wiinsche, p. 54), and see 
Bacher, Exeget. Termin. ii. 202. 

M 44. The Lord said to My Lord, Sit at My right hand until I 
place Thy enemies underneath Thy feet.] So Mk. That is to say, 
"there is a Psalm of David in which the writer speaks of the 
Messiah as Lord." It is assumed that the Psalm is Davidic, and 
that it deals with the Messiah. The reference is to Ps 1101. 

Both Mt. and Mk. differ from the LXX in omitting the article 
before Kvpw,, and in substituting v71'oK&.Tw for v71'01r68wv. 

M 45. If, therefore, David calls Him Lord, how is He His Son ? 
Mk. has : "David himself calls Him Lord, and whence is He His 
Son?" Christ here raises a difficulty which He does not solve. 
If the Messiah is David's Son, how is it that David, speaking by 
divine inspiration, ascribes to Him a divine title and divine 
prerogatives? The solution suggested, though not expressed, is 
that the Messiah is not only Son of David, but Son of God. See 
Dalm. Words, pp. 285 f. 

1 Cf. also Siph,·a on Lv 1918 (Ugol. 853) "Rabbi Akiba said, This is the 
greatest commandment in the law," and Bereshith R. (Wiinsche, p. II2), 



XXIII. I, 2.] LAST DAYS OF THE MESSIAH'S LIFE 243 

46. And no one could answer Him a word, nor did any one M 
dare from that day to question Him any further.] Mk. has: "And 
no one any further dared to question Him." 

Mt. and Lk. agree in the following : 
avTOVS', Mt 41, Lk 41. 

KaA£'i-1rws-, Mt 45, Lk 44 ; >..lyn-mS(hv, Mk 3T. 

Both insert oiv, Mt 45, Lk 44. 

44. v,ro1<arw] NB D al be h q S1 S2 ; v,ro,r6oiov, E F al latt. In Mk. 
i,,r61<arw ls read by B Dgr T<l 28 S1, v,ro,roowv by ~AL X al lalt. Lk. has 
11,ro,r6o1ov here (NB al S1, but D latt S2 11,r61<arw) and in Ac 235. 

xxm. For Mk 1237h-4o Mt. substitutes a much longer dis
course. The relation of this to Lk. may be shown as follows: 

Mt. Lk. 
1-8 

4 1146 
6 

6-7a Mk 1288b. 39 1143 2046 
7b-ll 

12 1411 1814 
13 1152 
16 

16-22 

28 1142 
24 
25-26 1139-41 

27-28 1144 
29-81 I 147-48 
82-88 

84-36 I l 49-51 

S7-S9 1334-85 

It will be seen that Lk 11 89·52 contains sayings spoken to a 
Pharisee, 38, or Pharisees, 42, or lawyers, 46, all of which are 
incorporated in Mt 23, but without distinction of audience, in a 
different order, and in different language. The last difference 
makes it very unlikely that Mt. and Lk. had a common written 
source. Mt vv.37•39 recur in Lk 1334•35 in a different context, and 
with variations of language. A common written source is im
probable. 

I. Then Jesus spake to the multitudes, and to His disciples, say- E 
ing.] Mk. has: "And in His teaching, He was saying." Lk. also 
has To'i, µ,aOrira'i<; in this connection. 

2. The scribes and the Pharisees sit on the seat of Moses.] Cf. L 
B. Rosh ha Shanah 25a "Every council of three in Israel is like the 
council of Moses"; Aboth 11 "Moses received ... and delivered 
to Joshua, and Joshua to the elders, and the elders to the 
prophets, and the prophets to the men of the great synagogue."-
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£Ka.0urav] The aor. is difficult. It may be due to the fact that 
the editor writes from his own standpoint, and looks back upon 
the period when the scribes and Pharisees were in power. But 
W ellhausen speaks of it as a Semiticism. 

L 3. All things therefore whatsoever they say to you, do and 
observe.] The words are difficult in view of the criticism of the 
regulations of the traditional law in 151-20; cf. esp. 156• We must 
suppose that a limitation is to be inferred from " sit in Moses' 
seat." Do all things that they teach, in so far as this is in 
harmony with the spirit of the Mosaic law. The comprehensive
ness of the saying reminds us of 518.-But do not according to 
their works: for they say, and do not.] This can hardly mean 
that the Pharisees did not themselves endeavour to conform to 
the regulations of the traditional law. The >...lyovaw implies that 
the whole Pharisaic system was professedly an endeavour to fulfil 
the commands of God expressed in the Old Testament, and to 
live up to the moral standard there revealed. By ov 7roiovcn is 
meant that in practice their system tended to miss the real 
righteousness of the Old Testament, and to overlook its true prin
ciples, love, mercy, truth, etc. Cf. 127• They professed regard 
for the Old Testament, but neglected the mercy which it taught; 
154• 5 they so explained away the divine command of filial duty as 
to sanction the direct contrary; 2323 they paid great attention to 
minuter regulations of the law, but neglected the great underlying 
moral principles. 

L 4. And they bind heavy burdens, and lay them upon the 
shoulders of men; and they themselves with their finger are unwilling 
to move them away.] Lk 1146 has: "Ye burden men with in
tolerable burdens, and yourselves touch not the burdens with one of 
your fingers." The verse gives an example of the failure to "do" 
referred to in v.3• The law was given not as a burden, but as 
a privilege. But the Pharisaic interpretation of it made it a 
burden upon life. And the Pharisees refused to lighten this ever
accumulating burden of legal restrictions in the slightest degree. 
Traditionalism is always unwilling to relinquish what has become 
effete and antiquated. The burdens referred to are those of the 
traditional law with its ever-increasing complexity. 

For Kiv~a-ai = "to remove," cf. Rev 2 5 614• 

L 5. And all their works they do to be seen of men : for they 
make wide their phylacten·es, and enlarge their tassels.] The verse 
emphasises a special vice which was eating into the heart of the 
whole Pharisaic system. For <flvAaKT~pia, see DB, "Phylacteries." 
For Kpa.cnrfSa, cf. on 920. 

M L 6, 7. And love the chief seat at feasts and the first places in the 
synagogues, and salutations in the market-places, and to be called by 
men, Rabbz:] Lk. has ( 1143) : " You love the first place in the 
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synagogues, and the salutations in the market - places." Mk. 
reverses the order, and so does Lk. in the parallel to Mk 2046• 

-cptAovui] so Lk. cptAOlJJ/TWJ/. Mk 38 has 0£M11Tw11. 
8. But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Teacher, and all L 

ye are brethren. J 
9. And call no man your father upon earth: for one is your Father, L 

the heavenly one] 1raTipa p,:q ,ca;\.iu'Y/u vp,wv is harsh. "Father" was a 
term of respect for the men of a past generation; cf. the title of the 
Mishnic treatise Pirke Aboth = Sayings of the Fathers, and the title 
1raTipw11 vp,110, of Ecclus 44. The Aramaic Abba was used as a 
title or name of distinguished teachers; cf. Levy, Neuheb. TViYrter
buch ; Dalm. Words, 339. 

10. And be not called leader: for one is your leader, even L 
Christ.] Ka0'Y/Y'YJT~'> and Si3.iuKa;\.or; (v.8) are probably renderings 
of :::i,. If so, the two verses are duplicate versions of one saying. 
See Dalm. Words, 340. 

11. But the greater among you shall be your minister.] Cf. Mk L 
935 1043, 

12. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased, and who- L 
soever shall humble himself shall be exalted.] Cf. Pr 2923• Similar 
words occur in Lk 1411 1814• 

4. {3apea] Add Kai ov<T/3a.<TTa.KTa, B D al. Omit~ (µeyd.Xa (3apla) L r 209 
a be ff' h 51 52• Probably an interpolation from Lk 1146• 

Tcp OU.KTVA4' a.VTW/1] Orn. 81• 
5. Ta. q,vXa.KTt,p,a. a.Mwv] 81 82 have "the thongs of their frontlets."

µeya.Mvov<T,,, Ta. Kpa.CT1reoa.] 81 82 hav,; "lengthen the fringe(s) of their 
cloaks." The translators are influenced by knowledge of Jewish practice and 
custom. 

7. pa.(3(3el] D al 81 82 pa.(3{3el, pa.(3(3ei, 
8. µ71 KA1]0f)TE] 81 82 have "call not ye men Rabbi," assimilating to v. 9, 

12. E F G al add here: "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites: 
for ye devour the houses of widows, and for a pretence pray at length. 
Therefore ye shall receive more abundant judgement." Omit~ B D L Zae 
ff1 g1 2 8 1• The words are an interpolation from Mk 1240, Lk 2047• In some 
authorities the words stand after v.13, 

13-32. Seven illustrations of Pharisaic "saying," and "not 
doing." . 

13. But woe to you, scn'bes and Pharisees, hypocrites I for ye shut L 
the kingdom of the heavens before men : for ye enter not in, neither 
do ye allow those who are going in to enter.] Lk u 52 has: "Woe 
to you, lawyers ! for ye took away the key of knowledge. Your
selves ye did not enter, and those were going in ye prevented." 
Cf. Fragment of a Lost Gospel, ed. Grenfell and Hunt, 11. 41-46, 
which may be reconstructed as follows : "The key of the kingdom 
(or of knowledge) they hid. Themselves entered not, neither 
suffered they those who were going in to enter." The meaning is 
that the Pharisaic interpretation of the law obscured rather than 
illuminated its religious content. 
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L 15. But woe to you, scribes and Phansees, hypocrites I for ye go 
about sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is become (one) 
J'e make him twice as much as yourselves a son of Gelzenna.] For 
the Jewish Propaganda, cf. Bousset, Re!. Jiid. 80-82; Schurer, 
n. ii. 291 fC For -r~v [YJpd.v=-r~v yijv, cf. Jon 1 9, Hag 2 6.-v1ov 
ydvv'Y/'>] that is, one destined for Gehenna ; cf. CJi1'J '1::t, Rosh ha S/1 
1 t, i:-t.'li1 c,nm ).'l =" son of the coming age", Berakh 57 ... 

71'0t~CTa.t lva 7rpo<T~AvTov] i.e. to Pharisaism. Whilst the number 
of heathen attracted to Judaism at this period was very great, 
a comparatively small proportion would have been regarded by 
the Pharisees as satisfactory converts. The Hellenistic Jewish 
literature, e.g. the writings of Philo and the Sibylline Oracles 
(Book iii.), are evidence of the zeal of Jews of the Dispersion to 
attract Gentiles to the worship of the one God. But converts to 
Pharisaism as distinguished from Judaism, with its infinite variety 
of shades of belief and practice (Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, 
Therapeut~, and those who belonged to none of these orders), 
were probably few. lva may reflect upon this comparative failure 
of Pharisaic missionary zeal. Friedliinder1 ingeniously illustrates the 
verse by reference to Jos. Ant. xx. 34-48. It is there recorded that 
a Jew named Ananias converted to the worship of God Izates, son of 
Monobazus of Adiabene, but told him that he could worship God 
without being circumcised. However, another Jew, "reputed to be 
accurately acquainted with Jewish learning," 71'd.VV 7rEpt -ra 7rd.Tpia 
8oKwv aKpt/3~ eivai, persuaded Izates to be circumcised, on the 
ground that he was guilty of impiety in neglecting to do so. 
Friedlander sees in this story an example of the Pharisaic zeal in 
compassing sea and land to make one proselyte to their own rigid 
interpretation of the universal application of the requirements of 
the law to the Gentiles. 

L 16. Woe to you, blind guides, who say, Whosoever shall swear by 
the temple, it is not valid; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of 
the temple, zs bound by his oath.] Cf. 588•87• As in that section, the 
reference is not to legal oaths but to the unnecessary reference to 
divine things in common life, Kiddushin 71a. "by the temple," 
Taanith 24a "by the temple worship." 

L 17. Fools and blind: for which is greater, the gold, or the temple 
that hallowed the gold?] 

L 18. And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it zs not valid; 
but whosoever shall swear by the gift which ts upon it, he zs bound 
by his oath.] 

L 19. Ye blind men: for which is greater, the gift, or the altar 
that halloweth the gift?] B C al prefix µwpot Ka{, as in v.17• 

L 20. He therefore who sweareth by the altar, sweareth by it, and 
by all that zs upon it.] 

1 Rel. Beweg, pp. 32 f. 
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21. And he who sweareth by the temple, sweareth by it, and by L 
Him who dwelleth in it.] 

22. And he who sweareth by heaven, sweanth by the throne of L 
God, and by Him that sitteth upon it.] · · 

23. Woe to you, scn"bes and Phansees, hypocn·tes I for ye tithe L 
mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters 
of the law,judgement, and mercy, and faith: these ye ought to have 
done, and not to have neglected those.] Lk n 42 has: "But woe 
unto you, Pharisees ! for ye tithe mint and rue and every herb, 
and pass by judgement and the love of God: these ye ought to 
have done, and not to have passed over those."-For the tithing of 
small herbs, cf. Maaser, i. 1 : "Everything which is eatable, and is 
preserved, and has its nourishment from the soil, is liable to be 
tithed.-~8v6ap.ov] = mint. See DB, "Mint."-av170ov] = dill. See 
DB, "Anise"; cf. Maaser, iv. 5: "Rabbi Eliezer said, Of dill 
must one tithe the seed, and the leaves, and the stalks."-Kvµ,1vov] 
See DB, "Cummin." All three herbs were used in cooking, and 
the two latter for medicinal purposes. For av170ov, Lk. has 
7"/yavov. Nestle, Exp. Times, Aug. 1904, suggests a misreading 
of ~;f~ = ,r~yavov, for ~1:1;:)~i = /1.v170ov. For "judgement," cf. 
Is 117, Jer 22 8, Zee 79, Secrets of Enoch 429 "Blessed is he who 
gives a just judgement for the orphan and the widow." For 
"mercy," cf. 913 ; and for "faith," cf. Hab 2 4• 

24. Blind guides, who strain out the gnat, and swallow down L 
the camel.] 

25. Woe to you, scribes and Phan"sees, hypocrites I for ye cleanse L 
the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of 
rapacity and wantonness.] Lk u 39 has: "Now, ye Pharisees 
cleanse the outside of the cup and the plate (,r{va~), but your 
inside is full of rapacity and wickedness.--yt,uova-iv] The verb is 
usually followed by a genitive. lK here signifies that the contents 
of the vessels are obtained by immoral methods. 

23. S1 S2 omit. Burkitt thinks that they presuppose To.OTo. oe ,ro,ijua, 
Ka.Ke,vo. /J,1/ cl.<f,e,va,, and that this is original, being a literal translation of an 
Aramaic idiom. In Lk u 42 S2 again omits.toe,, but S1 presupposes it. But 
the Syriac VSS. elsewhere omit oe,. So S1 Mk 911 1310, Lk 1212 181 2444, 
Jn 31 420, 24; 52 Mk 1J10, Lk 24«, Jn J7, 

25. For the purification of vessels, see Schurer, II. ii. I06 ff., and 
B. Kelim. The verse is aimed at the excessive importance attached 
to the ceremonial cleanness or uncleanness of utensils. After all, 
what does this matter, provided that they are used for honourable 
purposes ? But if they be used to contain food gained in a dis
honest manner, they may rightly be regarded as unclean. 

26. Blind Pharisee, cleanse first the contents of the cup and of the L 
platter, that its outside also may be clean.] That is, "use the vessels 
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only for food honestly procured, and it will be unnecessary to ask 
if the outside is ceremonially clean." Lk u 40- 41 has: "Ye fools, 
did not He who made the outside make also the inside? But give 
as alms what is within; and, behold, all things are pure to you." 
It is questionable whether the two Evangelists understood the 
words to be a polemic against the Pharisaic regulations about the 
purification of vessels, or whether they interpreted cup and plate as 
metaphors for men, like the sepulchres of the next verse, and 
understood the words to be aimed at the regulations concerning 
personal ceremonial cleanness; cf. Mk 7llf.. In Mt. the reference 
to the cleansing of literal vessels seems hardly disputable, and avrov 
in v.26 would have to be deleted before Tov 7f'OT'YJplov could be 
interpreted as a metaphor of the human person. Lk., by inserting 
fiµwv in v.39, seems to draw a contrast, not, as in Mt., between the 
outside of the vessels and their contents, but between the 
ceremonial cleanness of the vessels and the moral uncleanness of 
their possessors. Cf. Buddhist and Christian Gospels, p. 84 : 
" What use to thee is matted hair, 0 fool ! what use the goatskin 
garment? Within thee there is ravening ; the outside thou 
makest clean." But in v.41 he seems to fall back upon the other 
contrast between the inside and outside of the vessels. W ellhausen 
thinks that Lk. has here misrendered his original. He would 
transpose luw0£v and ltw0£v (with D Cyp) in v. 40, render 7roLE'iv 
by do= set straight= cleanse, and substitute for 86TE V. .. E'YJP.O<TVV'YJV 
Mt.'s Ka0apiuov. " Does not the man who cleanses the inside 
cleanse the outside too? ( cf. Mk 7 Ilf. ). Cleanse the inside, and, 
lo, all is clean." If this be the original form of the saying, Mt. has 
wrongly inserted Tov 7f'DT'YJPlov and avrov in v. 26• But, however the 
apparent inconsistency in Lk. be explained, it seems most natural to 
suppose that Mt. rightly understood the saying to be aimed at the 
casuistical distinctions between clean and unclean utensils.1-Kal 
'1'1]> 7rapm/d8o,] omit D S1 I 209 ad e ff. 

L 27. Woe to you, scribes and Phan'sees, hypocrites I for ye are 
like to whitened tombs, which outside appear beautiful, but inside are 
full of dead bones, and all uncleanness.] Lk u 44 has: "Woe to 
you ! for ye are as sepulchres that are unseen, and the men who 
walk over them do not know it." It was customary.on the 15th 
of the month Adar to whitewash graves, that people might not 
unintentionally touch them and contract ceremonial defilement; 
B. Moed Qat. 1 a, Schequal, i. r. Moed Qatan, 5a, bases this on 
Ezk 3915.-KEKoviap.lvoi,] The tombs were whitened with chalk 

1 If this be so, the thought here is much the same as that which Mt. (1510-20) 

has read into Mk 714-23, There it is "Eating meat with unwashen hands 
wiil not defile you if you are morally clean"; here it is "Eating from vessels 
which are ceremonially unclean will not defile you, if the food has been 
honestly obtained." 
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or lime. The Talmudic verb is r•~ = to mark, distinguish. 
K£Kov,aplvoi occurs in Pr 219, where it apparently means plaistered, 
i.e. luxurious, dwellings. There is no need to suppose that oi'.nv£c; 
µ.w cf,a{vovrai wpa'ioi, which is omitted in S1, is a later gloss by . 
someone who thought that the purpose of the whitening the tombs 
was to beautify them. wpa'ioc; might seem to suggest an a!Sthetic 
purpose for the whitening. But the original Aramaic may have 
been a more colourless word. The saying in Lk 11 has a different 
turn. There the Pharisees are likened to unwhitened tombs, 
which therefore defile those who unwittingly pass over them. The 
difference is not favourable to the theory of a comµion Greek 
source for Mt. and Lk. 

28. So also ye outwardly appear to men to be just, but withz'n are L 
full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.] Like the whitened sepulchres, 
the Pharisees were fair outside, foul inside. 

29. Woe to you, scribes and Phansees, hypocrites I for ye buz'ld L 
the tombs of the prophets, and adorn the sepulchres of the just.] 
Lk n 47 has: "Woe to you! for ye build the sepulchres of the 
prophets, but your fathers killed them." 

30. And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we L 
would not have been their assocz'ates z'n the blood of the prophets.] 
That is, "You honour the dead whom your ancestors put to death, 
and say that, had you lived in the days of your fathers, you would 
have been wiser than they." 

31. So that you bear wz'tness to yourselves, that ye are the L 
descendants of those who kz1led the prophets.] Lk u 48 has: 
"Therefore ye are witnesses, and consent to the deeds of your 
fathers : for they killed them, but ye build (their sepulchres)." 
"By so saying, you bear witness to the murder-taint in your blood." 

32. And you wz'll fill up the measure of your fathers.] ".And L 
you will sin as they sinned." 

33. Ye serpents, ye offspring of vipers, how are you to escape from L 
the condemnatz'on of Gehenna 1 

34. Therefore, behold, I send to you prophets, and wzse men, and L 
scribes. Some of them you shall kz'll and cruczJy ; and some of them 
you shall scourge in your synagogues, and hunt them from cz'ty to dry.] 
Lk. has : " Therefore also the wisdom of God said, I will send to 
them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall kill and 
persecute." In S. Luke S,~ Tovro -q uocf,{a 8wv £l71"£V may be an 
insertion by the Evangelist into Christ's words, and by ;, uocf,{a may 
be meant Christ Himsel£ Or the clausti may be a continuation of 
Christ's words. In that case the words which follow are presumably 
a quotation from an unknown source. See on Lk 1149• In Mt. there 
is no hint that the words are a quotation, and the Evangelist clearly 
regards them as words of Christ Himself. But, of course, the 
Evangelist may have been aware that the Lord was quoting and 
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adapting to Himself words from some literary source.-7rpocp~rn,;; 
Kal. crocf,ov,;; Kat ypaµ.µ.arlis] The Christian missionaries are de
scribed under terms taken from Jewish institutions. The 7rpocp~T'YJI: 
passed over into the Christian Church, but the terms uocpo{ and 
ypaµ.µ.an,s were too familiar in contemporary Judaism to be 
permanently adopted by Christian teachers. For the scourging in 
the synagogues, cf. 1017 ; for the persecuting from city to city, 1023• 

L 35. In order that there may come upon you all the righteous 
blood slain upon the earth,from the blood of Abel the righteous to the 
blood of Zaclzariah son of Barachiah, whom ye slew between the shrine 
and the altar.] Lk 11 50 has : "In order that the blood of all the 
prophets (slain from the foundation of the world) may be required 
from this generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood of 
Zachariah, who was slain between the altar and the house." Abel 
(Gn 4) and Zachariah (2 Ch 242otr.) represent the beginning and 
end of the Old Testament Canon of Scripture, in which Chronicles 
is the last book. The murder of Zachariah left a deep impression 
upon Jewish tradition. In the Bab. Talmud, Sanh 96\ Gittin 
57b; in the Jerus. Talmud, Taanith 69"'; and in the Midrashim, 
e.g. Echa Rabbati, Wi.insche, p. 2 1, Koheleth 316, Pesikta R. Kahana 
15, it is recorded that Nebuzaradan slew many Jews in order to 
quiet "the blood of Zechariah," who is said to have been "a priest 
and a prophet." It seems natural, therefore, to suppose that the 
Zachariah of the Gospels is the Zachariah of 2 Chronicles. Abel's 
blood cried from the ground (Gn 410). Zachariah, when dying, 
said, "The Lord look upon it and require it" ( 2 Ch 2422).
viov ,Bapax{ov] The Zachariah of 2 Ch. was son of Jehoiada. It 
is possible that Christ spoke of Zachariah as son of Barachiah, 
because the tradition of His age identified or confused the priest 
and the prophet; cf. Zee 1 1 (see Dictionary of Christ and Gospels, 
art. " Barachiah "). In this case the omission of viov ,Bapax{ov 
by ~* is due to someone who wondered at the Barachiah instead 
of J ehoiada. Or the "son of Barachiah" may be an insertion by 
the editor of the Gospel, either on the ground of Jewish tradition, 
or in remembrance of the LXX of Is 82, Zee 11• The fact 
that the editor of the Gospel elsewhere uses LXX forms of proper 
names, as in 'Auacp, 'Aµ.J.,, 1 8• 10, is in favour of the latter. Or, 
lastly, the "son of Barachiah" may be a later insertion in the 
Gospel. 

L 36. Ven'ly I say to you, All these things shall come upon this 
generation.] Lk n 51 has: "Yea, I say to you, it shall be required 
from this generation." 

L 37. 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killeth the prophets, and 
stoneth those sent to her, how often would I have gathered thy children, 
as a hen gathereth her young ones under her wings, and ye would 
not I] So Lk 1334.-lmuvvayay£tv] Cf. 2 Es 1 20• 
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38. Belzold your house is left to you.] So Lk 1335• L 
39. For I say to you, You shall not see Me henceforth, until you L 

say, Blessed i's He that cometh in the name of the Lord.] So Lk 1 335 

with ol for yap, without d-71"' /J.pTi, and with lwc; for lwc; /1.v. &.<f,{ETm · 
vp,'iv] cf. Apoc. Bar 82 " He who kept the house has forsaken 
it"; Joseph. Wars, vi. 299; 2 Es 1 33, Jer 127 266, Enoch 8956 
"He forsook that their house." &.1r' /1.pn] See note on p. 283. 

37-39. The words seem to be a fragment belonging to an 
earlier period of the ministry, when Christ was leaving Jerusalem 
for the last time before His triumphal entry. We must imagine a 
controversy with the Jews similar to that recorded ·in S. John 
1022-39• As on that occasion, the Jews had perhaps tried to stone 
Him. He therefore spoke to them these parting words. They 
had rejected His teaching, and had adopted towards Him a policy 
which would lead in the near future to His death, and in the 
further future to the destruction of their State. For the present 
He would visit their Temple no more. Their house was given up 
to them. They would see Him no more until they greeted Him 
with the words of the Psalmist. 

The editor seems to have placed the paragraph here because it 
was suggested to him by the murders of v.35 (Zachariah was stoned, 
2 Ch 2421). Lk. links them to another saying of Christ about 
Jerusalem, 1234•35• 

26. Kai rf)s ,rapoy,Uios] is omitted by D S1 I 209 a e ; avroO] B* D E S1 
I 13 28 69 124 I 57 a e; mlrwv, ~ B2 al. Kai rf)s ,rapo,f,loos may have been 
inserted to assimilate to v,:<ll, and a&roO consequently changed into a&rwv. 

27. S1 has: "Graves that on the outside are whitened, and inside," etc., 
omitting otnves piv <f>alvovra, Glpa'io,. Merx regards the words as a gloss 
added by someone who misunderstood the purpose of the whitening of the 
graves. But this is quite unnecessary. Our Greek text simply states that 
graves when whitened appear outwardly beautiful, and does not say that they 
were whitened in order to beautify them. S1 has probably taken offence at 
the word GJpa'io, as too strong a te1m to express the result of the whitening, 
and consequently omitted the clause. 

32. 'll'A'l)pwo-ere] So B* S1 60. 'll'A'l)pwo-are is read by~ B2 C al, but the 
imperative breaks the connection : "You acknowledge that you are physically 
descended from prophet-murderers, and, in fact, you are also morally their 
successors, and will sin as they sinned." The present would be even better 
than the future, and the Aramaic original may have had the participle=" Ye 
are filling up" ; that is, "You sin, e.g., in the murder of the Baptist as they 
sinned." D H al have the aorist <'ll'A'l)pwo-are, which gives an inferior sense. 

35. vloO Bapaxlov] Omit ~* 6 13. Jerome's Nazarene Gospel had 
filium J oiadre. "In evangelio quo utuntur Nazareni pro filio Barachire 
filium Joiadre reperimus scriptum," Comm. in Mt. 

38. o oiKos vµwv] ~ C D al add lp'l)µos; cf. J er 226 Eis epfiµwo-,v fora, o 
O(KOS Ol!TOS, Omit B L ff2 S1• 

d.<f>lera, vµ'iv o o!Kos vµwv] o o!Kos may mean either the city or the temple. 
For the latter, cf. Jer 266 "Them will I make this house" (cf. v. 3 "the court 
of the Lord's house") "like Shiloh;" Apoc. Bar 82 "He who kept the 
house" (cf. 1 "from the interior of the temple") "has forsaken it." For 
the former, cf. J er 127 " I have forsaken My house " ; 226 " This house shall 
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become a desolation. For thus saith the Lord concerning the house of 
the King of J urlah." Enoch 8950• 51 "they forsook that their house" ; 
56 " He forsook that their house and tower." See Charles' note on 60• The 
two meanings seem here to be combined, "Your city and Temple are 
abandoned by God, and given up to desolation." For the idea of the 
abandonment of a doomed city by the divine power which protected it, cf. 
the story told in Jos. TVars, vi. 299, of the priests who, before the capture of 
the city by Titus, heard a sound as ofa multitude, saying, "Let us go hence." 
Cf. also Apoc. Bar 81• 2, and Tacitus, Hist. v. 13. 

XXIV.-XXV. Discourse on the last things. 
241-3 Occasion of the speech. 

4-14 Events preceding the final apostasy. 
15-28 The affliction preceding the Second Coming. 
29-31 The Second Coming. 
32-51 Admonitions to watchfulness. 

251-46 Three parables,-the first inculcating watchfulness, the 
second diligence, the third describing the final 
judgement. 

Part of this discourse is contained in Mk 13. 

241.2 Mk 131,2 
3 &4 

4.8 5,9a 

Mt. has already inserted Mk 139b, lOa. 11-13 in 1017-22• He there
fore does not repeat them here, but summarises 9b, n. 12 in the 
words : T6T£ 1rapa8wuovrn vµos d, 8AL1fLV KQL U7rOKT(VOV<FLV vµa,. 

9a = 9b. 11. 12 

9b 

(10-12] 
l8 

14 

15-25 

(26-28] 
29-31 

32-33 

34-36 

(37-41] 

13a 

13b 

10 

14-23 

24-27 

28-29 

30-32 

42 summarises 33-37 

2 5 [1-13 
[43-51l 

[ 14-30 

(31-46 

Mt. and Lk. agree against Mk. in the following : 
ov KaraAV81)<r£Tat, Mt 2, Lk 6 ; ov µ~ KaraAv8ij, Mk 2, 

AiyoVT£,, Mt 3, Lk 7. 

£l1r&, Mt 4, Lk 8 ; ~ptaTO )...iynv, Mk 5• 

yap, Mt 5, Lk 8• 

y&.p, Mt 6, Lk 9• 
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Kal, Mt 7, Lk 10• 

EV 'T(fl ayp4i, Mt 18 = EV ayp'{', Lk I 731; £is 'T6V aypov, Mk 16• 

loov, Mt 23, Lk 1721 ; i'.oE, Mk 21. 

~' Mt 2s, Lk 1721. 
'TWV oupavwv, Mt 29, Lk 26 ; ai iv 'TOtS oupavots, Mk 25• 

Kal oofqs ?!"OAA7/S, Mt 30, Lk 27 ; ?!"0,\,\175 Kal OO['Y)s, Mk 26. 

lws av, Mt 34, Lk 32 ; p,lXPLS ot, Mk so. 
OU /L~, Mt 35, Lk 33 ; ou, Mk 31. 

It seems clear that Mt. has seen in Mk 13 an eschatological 
discourse to which he could attach other sayings of a similar 
nature. By so doing he has built up a discourse for,ecasting the 
future from the moment of utterance to the final judgement. The 
general drift of this discourse seems clear. 

In v. 3 the disciples ask, "When will these things, i.e. the 
destruction of the temple, be ? And what shall be the sign of Thy 
coming and of the end of the world?" In vv.4•14 Christ foretells 
the events that will happen before the end. There are to be false 
Christs, v.5 ; wars and rumours, v.6 ; political disturbances, famines, 
and earthquakes, v.7 ; persecution of Christians by pagans, v.9 

treachery and apostasy amongst Christians themselves, vv.10·11 ; the 
gospel to be preached in all the world, v.14• 

Then will come the end (T6 TeA.os). This is to be ushered in 
by a period of unprecedented distress. Its beginning will be 
marked by the appearance of the f3olXvyp,a 7"1/c; lp1Jp,wuEws in the 
holy place. The Christians in J udrea are advised to flee to the 
mountains, v.16, and the urgency and physical sufferings accom
panying their flight are graphically depicted, vv.17•22• False Christs 
and false prophets are once more to arise, vv.22•24• Then amidst 
portents of nature the Son of Man will come upon the clouds of 
heaven, and gather His elect to Himself, vv.29•31• 

Here follow the words and parables of warning to watchful
ness, 2432-25 30• The whole discourse is magnificently ended by a 
description of the coming judgement. 

XXIV. 1. And Jesus went forth from the temple, and was going M 
on His way; and there came to Him His disciples, to show Him the 
buildings of the temple.] Mk. has : "And as He was going forth 
from the temple, one of His disciples saith to Him, Teacher, see 
what stones and what buildings!" For 11"po<nJA.0ov, see on 48• 

2. And He answered and said to them, See ye not all these things 7 M 
Verily I say to you, There shall not be left here a stone upon a stone, 
which shall not be thrown down.] Mk. has: "And Jesus said to 
him, Thou seest these great buildings ; there shall not be left here 
a stone upon a stone, which shall not be thrown down." o al for Kat 
o, as often.-8s ou KarnXv0~uErni] Mt. avoids Mk.'s harsh repeated 
ou p,~. For ou p,~ as common in discourse, see Moulton, p. r9r. 

a. And as He was sitting on the mount of Olives, His disciples M 
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came to Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? 
and what (shall be) the sign of Thy coming, and of the consummation 
of the age?] Mk. has : " And as He was sitting at the mount of 
Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and 
Andrew were asking Him privately, Tell us, when shall these 
things be, and what shall be the sign when all these things are 
about to be consummated? "-frlj for Mk.'s harsh ds.-1rpoa-ij>..0ov] 
see on 43• Mt., in view of Mk vv.24-27, transforms Mk.'s question 
about the fall of Jerusalem into one concerning the second coming 
and the end of the age. He introduces 1rapovula without any 
antecedent explanation. In so doing He overlooks the fact that 
the disciples, according to the Gospel narrative, had not the 
requisite understanding of the future for a question about Christ's 
coming. For vrapovu{a, cf. Secrets of Enoch 321 "My second 
coming," 425 " the last coming."-(1"IJJITEAda,;; Tov aiwvo,;;] is a tech
nical apocalyptic expression; cf. Volz, Jiid. Eschat. p. 166. Cf. 
Apoc. Bar 133 "the consummation of the times," 2715 298 303 5421 

562 598 82 2 837• 23, Ass. Mos 118 ; cf. Enoch 161 "until the day when 
the great consummation of the great world be consummated" (p,Expi,;; 
'YJf-LEpa,;; Tij,;; TEAEtW<TEw,;;-lv v & ai0v & p,Eya,;; T£A£u0~uimi), Dn 124 

LXX, Katp6,;; <T'VYTEAE{a,;; ; 1213 LXX, <TVYTEAEta 'Y}fJ,Epwy; Test. Levi 
I o, <TVYTEAEla 'l"WY aiwvwv. 

M 4. And Jesus answered and said to them, Take heed lest any 
man lead you astray.] Mk. has: "And Jesus began to say to 
them," etc. Mt. omits Mk.'s ~p[aTD, as often. 

M 5. .For many shall come t'n My name, saying, I am the Messiah ,-
and shall lead many astray.] Mk. has: "Many shall come in My 
name, saying, that I am (He), and shall lead many astray.'' Mt. 
inserts a connecting link (yap), omits on, as often, and adds the 
explanatory & XpiuTo,;;. 

M 6. A1td ye shall be about to hear of wars and rumours of wars. 
See that ye be not troubled. For they must come to pass,- but not 
yet is the end.] Mk. has : "And when you shall hear of wars and 
rumours of wars, be not troubled; They must come to pass ; but 
not yet (is) the end. "-p,iU~uiTE] see on 1627• -yap] added to form a 
connecting link.-Ti'i TEAos] i.e. the fall of Jerusalem, and the con
sequent 1rapovu{a and <TVl'TEAEia Tov aiwvos. 

M 7. For nation shall rt'se against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and earthquakes, in divers 
places.] Mk. has: "For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There shall be earthquakes in divers 

. places. There shall be famines." Mt. smooths the jerky style of 
Mk. by adding particles. 

M 8. And all these things are a beginning of sufferings.] Mk. has: 
"A beginning of sufferings are these things.-wot'.vwv] The Jews 
spoke of "the sufferings of the Messiah." By the phrase they 
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signified the time of unprecedented trouble which was to precede 
the Messianic salvation; see Volz, Jiid. Eschat: p. 173 ff. ; Schurer, 
n. ii. 154-156. Cf. B. Sanhed 98a "The disciple of Rabbi 
Eleasar asked him, What can one do to be preserved from the 
sufferings of the Messiah?" ; Shabb 1 13a "three visitations, the 
sufferings of the Messiah, the judgement of Gehinnom, and the 
war of Gog and Magog." For descriptions of the evils of the last 
days, cf. 2 Es 15. 16, Apoc. Bar 27. 4831-37 702-10, Jubilees 2316-25, 

2 Es 51-12 618-25, Enoch 994-7 1001-6. 

9. Then shall they deliver you up to a.flliction, and shall kill you.] M 
In these words Mt. summarises Mk vv.9b, 11• 12, which he has 
already inserted in 1017•22, because they referred to the treatment of 
the Apostles. 

And you shall be hated of all nations for My name's sake.] So M 
Mk 1318& omitting TWV Wvwv. 

10. And then shall many stumble, and shall deliver one another L 
up, and shall hate one another.] 

11. And many false prophets shall arise, and shall lead many L 
astray.] 

12. And because that lawlessness is multiplied, the love 1 of many L 
shall wax cold.] 

10-12. These verses are not in Mk. For the apostasy of the 
righteous in the last days, see the references in Volz, Jiid. Eschat. 
p. 179.-7rA:r10vv0~vai T~v &voplav] cf. 2 Es 52 "iniquity shall be 
increased," 10 "unrighteousness shall be multiplied," Enoch 91 7• 

18. But he who endured to the -end, he shall be saved.] So M 
Mk 1J18• Cf. Dn 1212 Theod. p.aKcf.pios ~ ~7rop.lvwv (LXX ip.p.lvwv); 
2 Es 625 "And it shall be that whosoever rernaineth after all these 
things ... he shall be saved," 97• 8 "And every one that shall be 
saved . . . he shall be preserved." 

14. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the M 
world for a testimony to all the nations, and then shall come the end. J 
Mk 1 J1° has : " And to all the nations must first the gospel be 
preached."-To TEAos] i.e. the fall of Jerusalem and the end of the 
world. The editor defines TO Eliayyl..\iov by adding ~, {3a,n.\e{a,, 
and somewhat limits the conception of the preaching to all nations 
by inserting El, p.apTvpwv, which he borrows from Mk v. 10.-7raaw 
Tot, Wvrnw l for Mk.'s harsh Eis 7rcf.vTa Ta Wv.,,; see on 1018• 

15. vii hen, therefore, ye see "the abomination of desolati'on," M 
which was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 
place. Let the reader understand.] Mk. has: "And when you 
see 'the abomination of desolation' standing where be ought not. 
Let the reader understand." 

To (331..\vyp.a T~, EpTJp.wo-ews] the phrase in Mk. seems to be 
borrowed from Dn 1211 ; cf. 927 (33e.\vyp.a Twv ipTJp.wo-ewv, u 31 

f38D,uyp.a 'P'YJ/Lwo-ews. The object alluded to in these passages 
1 d-yd.,r'l), See Deissmann, Bible Studies, p, 198 f. 
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seems to have been an idol altar. Cf. 1 Mac 1 54• 59 "they builded 
an abomination of desolation upon the altar ;-and they sacrificed 
upon the idol altar, which was upon the altar of God." Cf. Driver 
on Dn n 31• In Mk. the phrase denotes an undefined object 
described as fulfilling the prophecy of Daniel. But see Swete on 
Mk 1314• The participle which follows is in the masc. gender, and 
Suggests that the Evangelist had in mind a statue or other personal 
object.-b &vayivwo-Kwv voelTw J is a tacit reference to Daniel. Mt. 
adds an explicit reference to Daniel, substitutes a neuter for Mk.'s 
masc. participle, and substitutes for Mk.'s ambiguous 01rov 011 8£,: the 
more definite iv T61rcp tly{cp. In Ac 613 21 28 To1ro, ayw, means the 
temple. But in both places it has the article which we should 
expect here. However, the temple is probably intended. The 
editor may have had in mind Dn 927 Kal. i1rl. TO t£pov /38e>..vy11-a Twv 
Ep7111-6Jo-£wv lo-Tai lws o-vvT£A£{as. In 2 Mac 2 18 "the holy place" 
means the Holy Land. 

M 16. Then let those in Juda a flee to the mountains. J So Mk. 
M 17. He who is on the housetop, let him not come down to take 

things out of his house.] Mk. has /1-~ Karn/3,frw 11-118e £io-£>..0cfrw. 
For Mt.'s omission of one clause, see Introduction, p. xxiv. 

M 18. And he who is in the field, let him not turn back to take his 
coat.]-fr T'f' ayp0] for Mk.'s harsh £is TOv ayp6v, cf. v.3• 

M 19. But woe to those who are with child, and to those that give 
suck in those days I] So Mk. 

M 20. And pray that your flight happen not in winter, nor on the 
Sabbath.] Mk. has: "And pray that it happen not in winter." 
The subject here is probably general, "the period of affliction.'' 
Mt. interprets with special reference to v.16, and adds ,;, cpvy~ v11-wv. 
With this in mind, he adds also the remarkable 11-118£. o-a(3(3,frcp, a 
clear proof of the Jewish predilections of the Evangelist; cf. 518 

I06. 23 199 233, 23. The saying with this addition was no doubt 
familiar to him from his Palestinian sources. It may have stood 
in the Logia. See Introduction, p. lv. 

M 21. For there shall be then great affliction, such as hath not 
happened from the beginning of the world until now, nor shall 
happen.] Mk. has: "For those days shall be affliction such as 
there bath not happened like it from the beginning of the creation 
which God created until now, and shall not happen." Mt. omits 
Mk.'s redundant Toia&71 and ~v lKno-£v b 0£6,, cf. on 816, and 
substitutes TOT£ lo-rni for Mk.'s Semitic lo-ovrni at '1Jf1-Epai £K£tvai. 
For the idea of the last days as a period of unprecedented 
tribulation, cf. Dn I 2 1 £K£{v71 '1/ '1Jf1,Epa 0>..bf;£w<; oia OVK EY£V~0,,, acp' ov 
Eyw~0710-av lw, TI/• '1Jf1,Epa, JKdv71, : Ass. Mos 81 "And there will 
come upon them a second visitation, and wrath such as has not 
befallen them from the beginning until that time"; cf. J er 307, 

1 Mac 9'-'7• 
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22. And except those days were shortened, no flesh should be M 
saved: but because of the elect, those days shall be shortened.] Mk. 
has : "And except the Lord shortened the days, no flesh should 
be saved. But because of the elect whom He elected, He shortene·d 
the days."-iKo,\o,BJ017uav] pass for Mk.'s act; cf. Introduction, p. 
xxiii. For the omission of Mk.'s redundant oil<; it,,\ltaro, cf. on 
83.-o~K-?Tiis] A Hebraism; cf. Blass, p. 178. But see also 
Class. Rev. 1901, p. 442. Ko,\o,Bow is elsewhere used of physical 
amputation.-iKAEKrovs] For the elect in the final tribulation, cf. 
Enoch 1 1 282• 3• 4 489 628• 11.12. 18 "the elect shall be saved on that 
day." 

In Enoch 802 it is said that "in the days of the sinners the 
years will be shortened"; cf. Apok. Abrahams 29 : "zi.ir Verkiirzung 
des Aons der Gottlosigkeit." 

28. Then if any one say to you, Behold, here is the Messiah, or M 
here; believe (him) not.] Mk. has: "And then if any one say to 
you, Behold, here is the Messiah ; behold, there; do not believe 
(him)."-ft~ 11"Lur£11u177,] Mk. has ft~ ,r-iurdET,, which is less 
applicable to a future occurrence. See Moulton, p. 124. 

24. For there shall arise false Messiahs, and false prophets, and M 
shall give great signs and marvels; so as to lead astray, if possible, 
even the elect.] Mk. has: "For there shall arise false Messiahs 
and false prophets, and shall give signs and marvels to lead astray, 
if possible, the elect." 

25. Behold, I have told you before.] Mk. has: "But take ye M 
heed, I have told you beforehand all-things." 

26-27. Occur in Lk 1 723-24, 

26. If, therefore, they say to you, Behold, he i's in the desert; go L 
not forth : behold, he is in the chambers; believe (them) not.] Lk. has : 
"And they will say to you, Behold there, or behold here. Go not 
after nor follow (them).'' 

27. For as the lightning goes forth from the east, and appears to L 
the west; so shall be the presence of the Son of Man.] Lk. has : "For 
as the lightning, when it flashes from the one part under the heaven 
shines to the other part under the heaven, so shall be the Son. 
of Man." The idea apparently is that the presence of the Son 
of Man will be not local, but everywhere visible. See on Lk 
1724, 37. 

28. Occurs in Lk 1 787• 

28. Wheresoever the corpse is, there will be gathered the eagles.] L 
An enigmatic sentence, probably a proverbial saying; cf. Job 3980 

ov /3' llv ti>ui TE0v,wr£<; 1rapaxp'YJ~ ,vpluKovrai, sc. "young vultures." 
Here the meaning probably is that the Parousia will be at the 
destined time when evil has reached its fated climax. Just as 
when life has abandoned a body, and it becomes a corpse, the 
vultures immediately swoop down upon it; so when the world has 

17 
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become rotten with evil, the Son of Man and His angels will come 
to execute the divine judgement. See Hastings, DCG i. p. 65. 

M 29. And immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun 
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from the heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall 
be shaken.] Mk. has: "But in those days after that tribulation 
the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 
and the stars shall be falling from the heaven, and the powers 
which are in the heavens shall be shaken." Such signs are 
symbolical of any great manifestation of Jehovah's power. Cf. 
Is 1310 at the fall of Babylon, "The stars of heaven and the 
constellations thereof shall not give their light, the sun shall be 
darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her 
light to shine"; 344 at the destruction of Edom, "All the host of 
heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together 
like a scroll"; Ezk 327•8 at the desolation of Egypt, "I will cover 
the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun 
with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light." In the 
Apocalyptic literature such portents are to recur in the last evil 
time. Cf. Joel 2 31 " The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood"; 315 "The sun and the moon are darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shining" ; 2 Es 54 "The sun shall 
suddenly shine forth in the night, and the moon in the day"; 
Enoch 804 "And the moon will alter her order, and not appear at 
the (appointed) time"; Ass. Mos 105 "And the horns of the sun 
will be broken, and he will be turned into darkness; and the 
moon will not give her light, and will be turned wholly into blood." 
Mt. inserts El!0lws. He has not, like Lk., definitely interpreted 
the f38t>..vyµ,a of Mk 14 with reference to the last siege of Jerusalem. 
But nevertheless it remains probable that by his ECTTos 01 -r67l'~ &.yl~ 
he tacitly alludes to something that was to happen in the temple 
during the final invasion of Palestine by the Roman armies. By 
inserting El!0lws in v. 29 he signifies his understanding that the 
'lrapovu{a of the Son of Man was· to take place at no great length 
of time after the fall of Jerusalem. Cf. -raxv, Rev 2220• 

E 80. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven.] The words do not occur in Mk. They appear to be 
the answer to v. 8 -r{ -ro CTrJJLEtov rijs O"IJS 7l'apovutas; There, however, 
the "sign" seems to be distinct from the "coming." "What shall 
be the sign which warns of Thy coming?" Here by analogy we 
should render : "Then shall appear the sign which precedes the 
Son of Man," as though the sign were some independent and 
unexplained phenomenon. Possibly this is the editor's meaning, 
who thinks of the sign as some unique portent which heralds the 
immediate coming of the Son of Man. But more probably the 
direct reference is to Dn 718• The coming of one like a Son of 
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Man there predicted was itself a sign: "Then shall appear the 
well-known sign of the Son of Man predicted by Daniel." 

And then shall all the tn"bes of the land wail.] The words are E 
not in Mk. They are based on Zee 1212 ,cal, KOl/JiTat .;, yij KaT"a 
cpv'Aas cf,v'A.as. 

And they shall see the Son of Man coming upon the clouds ofM. 
heaven with power and great glory.] Mk. has: "And then .shall 
they see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 
glory." Mt. has transferred -ron to the previous clause. The 
words are based on Dn 713, with a reminiscence of Zee 1210• For 
Mk.'s lv vEcpl>..ai,;, Mt. substitutes E'll't -rwv vuf,£Awv -rov ol!pavov, to 
assimilate to the LXX of Daniel. See Driver on Dn 713• For 
the "glory" of the Son of Man, see on 1627• 

The same combination of Zee 1210-12 with Dn 718 occurs in 
Rev 1 7• It is, of course, possible that one writer is dependent on 
the other, but equally possible that this combination of the two 
passages was a commonplace of Christian Apocalyptic study. 
For the Messianic application of the previous clause of Zee 1210, 

cf. Jn 1937• Bousset on Rev 1 7 suggests that there is implied in 
the passage a belief that Christ would appear with or on the cross. 
If Mt. had this in mind, the "sign of the Son of Man " would 
mean the crucified Saviour appearing in the air. 

81. And He shall send His angels with a great trumpet, and M. 
they shall gather His elect from the four winds, from the ends of 
heavens to thez"r ends.] Mk. has : " And then shall He send the 
angels, and gather His elect from the end of earth to the end of 
heaven."--a'll'o<TTEAEt -roil,; &yyi'A.ov,; al!-rov] cf. 1341• For the trumpet 
as the signal for the gathering of the elect, cf. Ps-Sol 111-3, Is 
2713, Apok. Abrahams 31. Schemoneh Esreh I o: "Blow the great 
trumpet for our freedom, and raise a signal for the gathering of 
our dispersion.'' 

82. And from the jig-tree learn t"ts parable. Su soon as its M. 
branch becomes soft, and it puts forth leaves, ye perceive that the 
summer is near.] So Mk., with lu-r{v and two variations in order. 

38. So also ye, when ye have seen all these things, percez"ve that it M. 
is near at the doors.] Mk. has "these things happening" for "all 
these things."-lyyv,;-e'll't Bvpai,;] is one of the pleonasms so 
characteristic of Mk. The subject of ecTT{v in Mk. seems to be 
the coming of the Son of Man. In Mt. the insertion of 1Ta.v-ra 
seems to suggest a wider reference to all that has gone before, 
including the appearance of the Son of Man, which is regarded as 
closely connected with the preceding events; cf. £Miw,; (v.29). 

84. Verily I say to you, That this generation shall not pass M 
away, until all these things have happened.] Mk. has p.i)(Pt'> ov for 
fw~ O.v. 

85. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not M 
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pass away.]-ov µ.~ '11'aplA0wuw] for Mk.'s ov 1rapEAEvuovTa,. Cf. 
on v. 18, and Moulton, 190-192. 

M 36. But concerning that day and hour no one knowet/1, not even 
the angels of the heavens, except the Father alone.] Mk. has "in 
heaven," "or hour," and omits "alone.'' In Mk. the "day" and 
"hour" are synonymous expressions for the period of the coming. 
Mt. westernizes, by treating "hour" as a nearer specification of 
time within the "day."-0118£ o v16s] is omitted in S1 ~c" E F g12 

al; and its omission would be so consonant with Mt.'s treatment 
of Mk. in respect of statements about the person of Christ, that 
it is difficult to think that he would have retained the clause here. 
See Introduction, p. xxxi. For God's knowledge of the period of 
the Messiah, cf. Ps-Sol 1723, Zee 147• 

Vv. 37-41 find a parallel in Lk 1726•27• 3o. 34• 35• Mt. drew 
them from the Logia, Lk. from an independent source. 

L 37. For as the days of Noah, so shall be the presence of the 
Son of Man.] Lk. has: "And as it was in the days of Noah, so 
shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man." "The days 
of the Messiah " was a. technical expression for the Messianic 
period.1 

L 38, 39. For as they were in those days which were before the .flood, 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marn·age, until the 
day in which Noah entered into the ark, and they knew not until 
the .flood came and took away all; so shall be the presence of the Son 
of Man.] Lk. has: "They were eating, they were drinking, they 
were marrying, they were given in marriage, until the day in which 
Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came and destroyed all; 
so shall it be on the day in which the Son of Man is revealed."
TpwyovTEs] only here in Mt., not in Mk. or Lk., five times in 
Jn., always of eating the flesh of Christ. Lk. here has ~u0wv. 
Tpwy£Lv "would seem to be used in ordinary Greek exclusively 
to mean eating vegetables, fruit, sweetmeats, etc., never flesh," 
Abbott, Johannine Vocabulary, q 10 n. 

L 40. Then shall there be two in the field; one is taken away, and 
one is left. Lk. has : "I say to you, on this night there shall be 
two upon one bed. The one shall be taken away, and the 
other shall be left.'' In Mt. the 'l!'apaAaµf3a.vErnL refers back to 
lmuvva.tovu, (v.31). The Son of Man will come as unexpectedly 
as did the Flood. Just as this surprised men in their ordinary 
pursuits, and snatched them from their pleasures ; so will the angels 
surprise men at work, and summon the elect from their daily toil. 
"Three things," said J o~anan ben Zaccai, "come unexpectedly, 
the Messiah, a discovery, and a scorpion," B. Sanh 97a. 

L 41. Two (women shall be) grinding at the-mill; one is taken, 
1 Cf. Skabbatk u3b, Sankedn"n 91\ and Enock 615 "the day of the Elect 

One." 
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and one is !qt.] Lk. has: "There shall be two (women) grinding 
together; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left." 

80. Ko.I T6Te Kb,f,ovmt ,r/io-o.t o.t cf,vXo.l T?]S ')'?]s] S1 omits, and has "ye 
will see " for the following 5y,ovTo.t. Merx believes the clause to be a gloss 
from Rev 17 Ko.I Kay,ovTo.t i,r' o.irrov riio-o., a.I cf,vXo.1 T7)s -y7)s. The clause is a 
resume of Zee l 2 1° KOY,OVTO.t ,.,,.· O.IJTOV, l2 KOY,€TO.t 7J 'Y11, 14 ,r/io-o.,-cf,vXo.l. It is 
certainly curious that Mt. and Rev. should agree so closely in an inexact 
quotation of this kind. But the words may well have been a current Jewish
Christian adaptation of Zee. to the Second Coming known to both writers. 
Wellhausen remarks that the clause is not very suitable here, because in this 
connection the appearance of the Son of Man should be a sign of joy that the 
period of the great tribulation is at an end, and that the redemption of the 
elect has come. But to the anti-Pharisaic editor the joy of the elect would 
not be diminished by the remembrance that their anti-Christian Jewish 
persecutors would wail when the Son of Man appeared. The editor simply 
wishes to remind his readers that when the sign of the Son of Man was seen 
the prophecy of Zechariah would be fulfilled. 

31. o-aXr,-y-yos] add cf,wvr,s, BX al; Ko.I cf,wvr,s, D al. Cf. 1 Th 416• 

36. Twv 01'.>po.vwv] ~* et eh B D 13 28 86 124 346 a bee fff12 h lq add 
ovoe o vl6s. The words are genuine in Mk., but Mt. omitted them; cf. 
Introduction, p. xxii. Their insertion here is due to assimilation to Mk. 
They are rightly omitted here by ~c a EFG al g1 2 S1• Mt. 's µ6vos is a kind 
of compensation for the omitted clause. 

42. Mk. here has four verses (33-36) containing a double exhorta
tion to watchfulness and a simile of an absent householder. Mt. 
abbreviates these into one verse. 

42. Watch, therefore, because ye know not at what day your Lord M 
cometh.] Cf. Mk 35• To compensate for the abbreviation, Mt. 
adds two similes of a householder and of an absent housemaster, 
which are found in a different connection in Lk 1 2 39• 4o. 42-46, 

There is a remarkable amount of agreement here between Mt. 
and Lk., the only variations being the following : 

Mt. Lk. 
43 £KEtVO, 

cpvAaKyj. 
~ . av na<TEV 
'T~V oiKlav. 

44 o,a TovTo. 

45 o 1r"t<TT0<; oovAo, Kal cpp6viµ.o,. , 
KUTE<T7"YJCTEV. , , 
OLKETELU<;. 
oovvai a&o'i:,. 
'l"YJVTpocp~v. 

47 &.µ.~v. 
48 

49 TOV<; CTVV◊OVAOV<;'. ai'!TOv. 
foB[u OE Kal 7r£vu JJ,ETIJ. TWV 

JJ,E8VOVTWV, 
5l V'/1'0KpLTWV. 

89 7'0VTO. 

~Pi,: 
acp7JKEV. 
' .. TOV OLKOV. 

40 

41 

42 o '11'LCTT6, oiKov6µ.o, o cpp6viµ.os. , 
KUTU<T7"YJCTEL. 
Bepa,rdas. 
OLOOVaL, 
T6 <TLTOJJ,ETpiov. 

44 &.>...,,e;;,,. 
45 lpxeCT8a,. 
45 TOVS' 7ra'ioa, KUl Ta<; ,raiU<TKa<;. 

(u0{nv TE Kal 7r{vE.tV Ka£ 

p.E8vCTKECT8ai. 
46 ti'lr[CTTWV, 
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Mt: has no parallel to Lk 47•48, and Lk. has no parallel to 
Mt 51b, 

The agreement may be due to use of a common source. 
Against this must be set the divergence in phraseology and con
text. Or it may be due to the fact that different sources contained 
the section with much agreement of language. Or Lk. may have 
seen Mt. 

Mk vv. 33-36 seem to have suggested to the editor the insertion 
here of Mt 2443-2512, for in 2518 he repeats the text of Mk. from 
which this interpolation took its origin. 

'l!"o[q.] 'll"o'i:os is here equivalent to ·rls, Moulton, 95; Blass, 176. 
L 48. And know this, that if the master of the house had known in 

what watch the thief comes, he would have watched, and not have 
permitted his house to be broken through.] 

L 44. Therefore be ye also ready; because at an hour which ye think 
not the Son of Man cometh.] 

L 45. Who then i's the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master 
set over his establishment, to give to them their food in season ?] 

L 46. Blessed is that slave, whom his master shall find so doing 
when he comes.] 

L 47. Ven'ly I say to you, That he will set liim over all his 
possessions.] 

L 48, 49. But if that evil slave say in his heart, My master delays, 
and shall begin to beat his fellow-slaves, and shall eat and drink 
with the drunken ;] 

L 50. The master of that slave shall come on a day when he does 
not expect (him), and at an hour which he does not know,] 

L 51. And shall cut him asunder, and set his portion with the 
hypocn"tes; there shall be the wailing and the gnashing of teeth.]
lKE'i lcrrai, K.T.X.] See on s12_ 

XXV. 1-12. A parable from the Logia. 
L 1. Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be likened to ten 

virgins, who took their lamps, and went out to meet the bridegroom.] 
-T6TE] i.e. at the period of Christ's coming (2450).-b,uoiw0~auai] 
£.e. admission into the kingdom will be granted to those who 
act like the wise virgins of the parable. On ds ii'll"&.vT1/cr,v with 
genitive, see Moulton, 14, note 3. 

The scene depicted seems to centre round the house of the 
bridegroom, who has gone to fetch the bride from her parents' 
house. The bride is not mentioned, because she plays no part in 
the application of the story to Christ returning from heaven. The 
addition of Kal T1JS vv,ucf,'Y/s, therefore, in D X }; S1 S3 S4 Arm latt, 
seems to be a natural but thoughtless interpolation. 

L 2. And five of them were foolish, and five wise.] 
"Like a king of flesh and blood, who distributed kingly 

garments to his servants. The wise amongst them folded them up 
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and put them in a chest; the foolish of them went and used them 
for ordinary work," Shabbath 152h. "Like a king who invited 
his servants to a feast, and gave them no fixed time. The wise 
amongst them adorned themselves, and sat at the king's door, 
saying, Lacks the king's house anything? The foolish amongst 
them went to their work, saying, Is there ever a feast without 
preparation?" Shabbath ~53"· 

8. For the foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them.] L 
4. But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.] L 
5. And while the bridegroom delayed, all slumbered and slept.] L 
6. And in the middle of the night a cry was raised, •Behold, the L 

bridegroom I come out to meet ht"m. J 
7. Then all those virgins arose, and trz"mmed their lamps.] L 
8. And the foolish saz"d to the wise, Give to us of your oil, because L 

our lamps are going out.] 
9. But the wise answered, saying, There might not be suffident L 

for us and for you: go rather to the dealers, and buy for yourselves.] 
10. And whilst they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and those L 

who were ready went in wz"th him to the marriage-feast, and the door 
was shut.] 

11. And afterwards come also the rest of the virgins, saying, L 
Lord, Lord, open to us.] 

12. But he answered and said, Veri"ly I say to you, I know L 
you not.] 

18. Watch therefore, because you know not the day nor yet the M 
hour.] · 

The editor here returns to Mk 85 = Mt 2442 after his inter
polated parables of illustration, 2448-2 512• Cf. his similar insertion 
of a parable, 201•15, to illustrate Mk 1031• There, too, he returns 
to the text in 2016• 

1. 'TOV vvµq,!ov] add KU.! -r,js 11vµq,11s, D X ~. I 124 209 262 latt S1 sa 
S'. 

The adaptation of the circumstances of a marriage festival to the coming of 
the heavenly Christ necessitated the omission of one of the chief actors in an 
actual marriage ceremony. The story might have been so adapted as to 
represent the bridegroom as coming to fetch his bride. In that case it would 
be the latter who would have to be represented as waiting for his arrival. 
But this would not give the required moral. A plurality of waiting persons 
is demanded, that a division may be made between them. The waiting 
persons must, therefore, be represented as members of the household of the 
absent bridegroom, here ten maid-servants. Ten friends or men-servants 
would have served equally well. The bridegroom has gone to fetch his 
bride from her parents' house. Obviously in the application of the figure of 
bridegroom to Christ there is no room for the figure of the bride. For what 
bride would the heavenly Christ bring from heaven? The bride, therefore, 
has no interest for the story, and must be omitted. The insertion of KU.< -r,js 
11vµq,11s seems to be due to a thoughtless desire to fill in details of the story, and 
possibly to the influence of the parallel use of bridegroom and bride to denote 
Christ and the Church ; cf. Eph 581!, 
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9. /JofJ'lrOTE oo µ.'I} <ipKlo-v] So B C D al, tot A L Z have oaK for oo /J,f/; 
cf. Blass, pp. 213, 255, 256; Moulton, 192. 

14. A second parable illustrating the condition of things at the 
coming of the Son of Man. S. Luke has an independent version 
of the parable in 19n-2s. 

L 14. For the case is that of a man travelling abroad, who called 
his own servants, and delivered to them his possessions. ]-wu,up yap 
dv0pw11'os &.11'0871µwv seems to be a reminiscence of Mk 1334 ws 
t1.v0pw11'os &.11'C)871µ0~. 

L 15. And to one he gave jive talents, and to one two, and to one 
one; to each according to his capacity; and set out.] 

L 16. Forthwith he who had received the jive talents went and 
traded with them, and gained jive other talents.] 

L 17. Likewise, also, he of the two gained other two.] 
L 18. But he who received the one went away and digged in the 

earth, and hid his masters money.] 
L 19. And after a long time cometh the master of those servants, 

and taketli account with them.]-crvvalpEiv-Myov] cf. on 1823• 

L 20. And he who had received the jive talents came and brought 
other jive talents, saying, Lord, jive talents thou didst deliver to me; 
lo, I have gained other jive talents.] 

L 21. His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant: over few tltings thou wert faithful, over many things will I 
set thee: enter into the joy of thy lord. ]-r~v xapa.v rov Kvp{ov uov] 
cf. "the king rejoiced," Shabbath 153" 152h.-11'pouEA0wv] cf. on 43• 

-11'porTYJvEyKEV] cf. on gm, 
L 22. And he of the two talents came and said, Lord, f-dJo talents 

thou didst deliver to me: lo, I have gained other two talents.] 
L 28. Ht's master said to him, Well done, good and faithful ser-

vant: over few things thou wast faithful, over many I will set thee: 
enter into the joy of thy lord.] 

L 24. And he who had received the one talent came and said, Lord, 
I knew thee that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou didst 
not sow, and gathering whence thou didst not scatter:] 

L 25. And I feared, and went away and hid thy talent in the 
earth: lo, thou /zast thine own.] 

L 26. And his master answered and said to him, Evil and sloth.fit! 
servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 
whence I did not scatter:] 

L 27. Thou oughtest therefore to have given my money to the 
changers, and I should have come and received my own with 
interest.] 

L 28. Take therefore from him the talent, and give to him who 
hath the ten talents.] 

L 29. For to every one who hath there shall be given and increased: 
but from him who hath not, even what he hath shall be taken from 
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him.] Cf. on 1312 where the saying is borrowed from Mk. There 
it seems to have reference to spiritual opportunities, and the use 
made of them. So here. The man who had ten talents had his 
chance, and used it. He deserved encouragement. The man 
who had buried his talent had missed his chance. It was there
fore withdrawn from him.] 

80. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: L 
there shall be the waili'ng and the gnashing of teeth.] 

"These shall be bound in prison," Shabbath 152b. Cf. on 312• 

81. But when the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and L 
all the angels with Him, then He shall sit upon the throne of His 
glory.] Cf. on 1627 1928 ; Briggs, Messiah of the Gospels, p. 225. 

82. And there shall be gathered before Him all the nations: and.L 
He shall separate them from one another as the shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats.] For expressions in Jewish literature of 
the idea of a universal judgment, see Volz,Jiid. Eschat. 85. 

d.cpoplun] again in 1349• In view of the necessary reference of 
a~ov, to Ta Wv71, it is jmpossible to limit the a~rovc; to members 
of the Jewish Christian community. The Gentiles are judged by 
the standard of their conduct to Jewish Christians, the Twv d.8EX<pwv 
µov of v.40• 

88. And He shall place the sheep at His nght hand, and the L 
goats at the !qt.] See Hastings, DCG i. p. 63. 

84. Then shall tlze Rz'ng say to those at His right hand, Come, L 
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. ]-b ,8auiX£v,] The change from "Son 
of Man," v.81, to "king" here is very abrupt and unexpected. It 
looks as though a parable in which " the king" was the central 
figure had been adapted to refer to the coming of "the Son of 
Man."-1'7)v ~Totµauµlv'YJV vµ'iv ,8aut>..£{av] cf. Dn ,27, Secrets of 
Enoch 9: "For them (the righteous) this place is prepared as an 
eternal inheritance.''-KA'YJpovoµ~u«TE] For the idea of "inherit
ing" the future blessedness, cf. Volz, Jud. Eschat. 306; and for 
the inheritance as prepared, ib. 124. 

85. For I hungered, and ye gave Me to eat: I thirsted, and ye L 
gave Me to drink: I was a stranger, and ye invited Me in.] 

uvv'Y/yay£n] Wellhausen compares l:)C~. It is possible that 
OJ:J was used in this sense. The noun i10J:Ji1 is common in the 
phrase C'i11~ 110J:Ji1 = hospitality, e.g. Shabbath I 2 7a, Peah c. I. 

-brdvaua, K,T,A.] cf. Is 587, Ezk 187, To 416, Secrets of Enock 9. 
86. Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited Me: L 

I was in prison, and ye came to Me.]-yvµv6c;, K,T.>...] Is 587, Ezk 187, 

To 416, Secrets of Enoclz 9, 2 Es 2 20.-,lJu0lv71ua, K.T.A.] Ecclus 785• 

On the duty of visiting the sick, cf. Nedarim 39. 40: "He who 
visits not a sick man is as though he shed blood. • . • Everyone 
who visits the sick will be saved from the judgement of hell"; 
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Buddhist and Christian Gospels, p. 105, "Whosoever, 0 monks, 
would wait upon me, let him wait upon the sick." 

L 37. .Then the righteous shall answer Him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we Thee hungry, and fed Thee 7 or thirsty, and gave Thee to 
dn"nk7] 

L 38. 1f7hen saw we Thee a stranger, and invited Thee in 7 or 
naked, and clothed Thee 7] 

L 39. U-hen saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and came to Thee 7] 
L 40. And the King shall answer and say to them, Verily I say 

to you, Inasmuch as ye did it to one of the least of these My brethren, 
ye did it to Me.] Cf. 1042, 

L 41. Then shall He say also to those on the left hand, Depart 
from Me, ye accursed, into the eternal fire, which ts prepared for the 
devil and his angels.] Cf. Secrets of Enoch 104•6 "This place is 
prepared for those who do not honour God ;-for these this place 
is prepared as an eternal inheritance."-To 71'vp TO alwvwvj cf. 

, e , "" , , "" > I ,- ""' 188.-'TO 'r}'TOtp,aup,EVOV 'TC/! Siaf3o'A.ce Kat 'TOL<; artEAOL<; avTOV cf. 
Enoch 1013 "they (evil angels) will be led off to the abyss of fire." 
--ro ~Totµauµlvov] DI 22 a b C ff12 g1 h Iren Orig Hil have 
b ~'ToLµa<TEV b 7!'a'T~p µov; ff omits Kai 'TOL<; &:yyl'A.ot<; a~ov. 

L 42. For I hungered, and ye gave Me not to eat: I thirsted, and 
ye gave Me not to dn'nk.] 

L 43. I was a stranger, and ye invited Me not in : naked, and ye 
clothed Me not: st"ck, and in pnson, and ye visited Me not.] 

L 44. Then shall they also answer and say, Lord, when saw we 
Thee hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in 
pnson, and did not mimster to Thee 7] 

L 45. Then shall He answer them, sayz·ng, Forasmuch as ye did it 
not to one of these least, ye did it not to Me.] 

L 46. And these shall go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.] Cf. Dn 122 ; and for "everlasting life," 
see Dalm. Words, 156 ff. This splendid ending (vv.31•46) of the 
long discourse reads like a Christian homily. 

XXVI. 1-5. From Mk 141• 2• 

JI 1. And it came to pass, when Jesus finished all these words, that 
He said to Hts dtsciples.] For the formula, cf. 728 u 11 1353 191• 

Here it is an editorial link, enabling the editor to resume Mk.'s 
narrative, which he abandoned at 2442.-71'avTas Tous 'A.6yov,;] i.e. 
the whole discourse, 24-25. 

M 2. You know that after two days cometh the Passover, and the 
Son of Man is delivered up to be crucified.] Mk. has : " And the 
Passover and the Unleavened Bread was after two days." The verse 
is a difficult one. The Passover was on the 14th of the month, and 
the Unleavened Bread followed on the 15th, lasting till the 21st. 
It is difficult, therefore, to understand how both feasts could be 
said to be "after two days.'' The copyists in Mk. found the corn• 
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bination difficult. D a omit Kal Ta ll.(vµ,a. ss and k have Pascha 
Azmorum.1 Mt. omits Kal Ta 11.(vµ,a as incorrect, because if the 
Passover was after two days, the Unleavened Bread was after thre~; 
and as unnecessary. Moreover, "after two days " is difficult. It 
is generally supposed to mean on the morrow. But although 
"after three days" seems to be equivalent to " on the third day," 
it is doubtful whether any Jew would have used "after two days" 
as meaning · on the morrow, any more than he would have said 
"after one day" if he meant "to-day." It is possible that behind 
JJ,ETCJ, ouo ~µ,lpa<; lies the Aramaic ro,• ,n.:i, meaning " after a 
time," the in being misread as rin = two. Dalman,· Gram.2 P.· 
215, quotes for ro,• ,n.:i Pea 20", Vay. R. Io, and for ro,• ,n.:iS 
Vay. R. 23. We may therefore suppose that the original of Mk. 
ran: "And the Passover and the Unleavened Bread was after some 
days," i.e. was drawing near. Lk. (221) has seen that this must be 
the meaning. Mt., by adding Kat o vi6,, K,T.A., emphasises the fact 
that the Lord foresaw His arrest at the moment that the authorities 
were plotting it.--di; TO urnvpw0ijvai] cf. 2019• 

8. Then were gathered together the chief pn·ests and the elders E 
of the people into the palace of the high priest, who was named 
Caiaphas.] The verse is not in Mk. But in the next verse he 
speaks of "the chief priests and the scribes.'' Mt. substitutes for 
the latter "the elders of the people," as being a more forcible 
element in the Sanhedrin. 

4. And counselled one another that they should seize Jesus by M 
craft, and kill Hi'm.] Mk. has: " And sought how they might 
seize Him by craft, and kill Him.''-uvvE,8ovAEvuavTo] reciprocal 
middle; cf. Moulton, p. 157. 

5. And they said, Not during the feast, in order that there may M 
not be a tumult amongst the people.] Mk. has: "For they said, 
Not during the feast, lest there be a tumult of the people," thus 
laying greater emphasis on lv 06.\'1,',-tva µ,~-ylv-qrni] for Mk.'s 
µ,~ 1roTE lurni, on which see Blass, p. 213 ; also Gould, in toe. 

6-13. From Mk 143•9• 

6. And when Jesus was in Bethany, z'n the house of Simon the M 
leper.] Mk. has : "And when He was," etc.-rnil 0£-yEvoµ,lvov] 
a correction of Kat ovTo,; cf. in 2669 o Of. Ilfrpoi; lKo.0'1/To, a similar 
correction of Mk.'s KaL ovrni; Tov ITlTpov. Mk. adds : "as He sat at 
meat," which Mt. omits here, and transfers to the next verse. 

7. There came to Him a woman having an alabaster 11ase ofM 
precious oz'ntment.] Mk. has: "There came a woman having an 
alabaster vase of ointment, costly spikenard." And poured it over 
His head as He sat at meat.] Mk. has : "She brake the alabaster 
vase, and poured it on His head.''-1rpouijMEv] for Mk.'s ~A.0Ev. 

1 s1 has: "Two days before it was the Unleavened Bread of Pasek" 
(Burkitt). 
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For the word as characteristic of Mt., see on 43• Mt. omits the 
explanatory v&.p/3ov 7rL(TTLK~s; cf. Introduction, p. xxv.-f3apVT{µ,ov] 
for Mk.'s -;ro.\.vre.\.ovs. For f3apvriµ,os in this sense, cf. Strabo, 
798. Mt. omits the breaking of the vase.-Karlxeev l-;r~ ~s 
KE<paA~s.] Mk. has the common post-Homeric construction, with 
the simple gen.-avaKeiµivov] for Mk.'s Karo.Knµ,lvov; cf. a similar 
change in 910• Mk. 4 times has KaraKew0ai; Mt. avoids it in each 
case. For "alabaster," see Hastings, DCG i. p. 41. 

M 8. And the disciples saw it, and were vexed, saying, Why this 
destruction 7] Mk. has : " And some were being vexed among 
themselves. Why was this destruction of the ointment?" 

M 9. For this might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.] 
Mk. has : "For this ointment might have been sold for more than 
three hundred pence, and given to the poor. And they were 
indignant with her." For Mt.'s shortening, cf. Introduction, p. xxiv. 

M 10. And Jesus perceived it, and said, Why do you trouble the 
woman 7 for she did a good deed for ll:fe.] Mk. has: "And Jesus 
said, Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? A good deed she 
did in Me." Mt. inserts -yvovs; cf. a similar insertion in 1215• 

He omits acpere avr~v as implied in the next clause; cf. Intro-
d . ' ' '] f Mk ' ' ' ' F ' " ' ' ~ uct10n, p. XXV.-EL, EP,E or . S EV EJl,Ol. or EV, c,. EV avrie, 
Mt 1712, where Mk. has the simple dative. 

M 11. For always you have the poor with ; 1ou, but Me you have 
not always.] Mk. adds after "with you " : "And whensoever ye 
wish, you can always do well to them." Mt. omits as redundant. 

M 12. For in having cast this ointment upon My body, she did 
it to prepare Me for burial.] Mk. has: "What she could she did. 
She anointed My body beforehand, with a view to preparation for 
burial.''-clvracpi&.(eiv] late and uncommon; cf. Gn 502 ; Plut. 
De Esu. Carnium, i. 995 C; Test. XII. Patr. Jud. 26. 

M 13. Verily I say to you, Wheresoever this gospel is preached 
in all the world, there shall be told also what she did, for a memorial 
of her.] Mk. has: "And verily I say to you, Wheresoever this 
gospel is preached into all the world, also what she did shall be 
told for a memorial of her.''-lv] Mk has els; cf. a similar change 
in 2414• 

7. /3apvr[µ,ov] Bal S1.-1ro.\.vr[µ,ov] NA D al. 
14-16. From Mk 1410-11• 

M 14. Then went one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, 
to the chief priests.] Mk. has : " And Judas Iscarioth, the one of 
the twelve, went away to the chief priests.''-T6T£] cf. on 2 7.-efs] 
is here equivalent to ns; cf. on 818• Mk.'s t, ers is paralleled in 
early papyri; cf. Moulton, p. 97.-'lcrKapiwr11,] cf. on 104• 

M 15. And said, What will you J!,ive me, and I will deliZ'er Him 
to you 7] Mk. has simply: "In order that he might deliver Him to 
them." 
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. And they weighed out to /zim thirty pieces of silver.] Mk. has : 
"And they promised to give him silver." Mt. alters, with a view 
to 2 79, where he quotes Zee II 13• In the preceding verse, Zee .I 112, 

occur the words, (<TT'Y]<TaV TOV µur06v µov TPUJ.KOVTO. apyvpovs. He 
therefore assimilates Mk.'s phrase to this passage. 

16. And from that time he was seeking a favourable opportunity M 
that he might deliver Him.] Mk. has: "And he was seeking how 
he might favourably deliver Him."-£uKatptav] =" opportunity." 
Cicero, Ad Att. xvi. 82; Plat. Phadr. 272 A; Ox. Pap. i. 123. 3 
(third or fourth century A.D.). 

14-16. Mt. and Lk. agree in the following : 
'luKapt6:iT7JS, Mt 14 = 'IuKO.pt6:iT7JJ1, Lk 3 j 'IuKaptw0, Mk 10. 

,(~T£L £uKatpCav, Mt 16, Lk 6• 
17-35. From Mk 1412-81. 

17. And on the first day of unleavened bread the disciples came to :m: 
Jesus, saying, Wlzere wilt Thou that we prepare for Thee to eat the 
Passover 7] Mk. has: "And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, 
when they were sacrificing the Passover, His disciples say to Him, 
Where will Thou that we go and prepare that Thou mayest eat the 
Passover? " The verse is chronologically difficult. The first day of 
Unleavened Bread followed the Passover day. And even if we 
admit that the name Unleavened Bread was popularly given to the 
whole eight days 1 ( cf. Jos. Ant. ii. 317 : "a feast for eight days 
which is called the feast of Unleavened Bread"), the Passover day 
after 3 o'clock (when they were sacrificing the Passover) seems too 
late for the disciples to begin their preparation. It is more natural 
that this should have been completed on the day before. It is 
therefore probable that the text of Mk. rests upon an Aramaic 
original, which has been misunderstood by Mk. The original 
probably referred to a point of time prior to the Passover. It may 
have run, " And before the feast of Unleavened Bread." If so, Mk. 
misunderstood " before " as meaning "on the first day," and has 
still further confused matters by identifying this "first day" with 
the Passover day, adding, " When they were sacrificing the 
Passover." He feels that the supper recorded in vv.17ff· could not 
have taken place after the Passover day. Having got from his 
original "on the first day of Unleavened Bread," he is therefore 
obliged to identify this with the Passover day, and represent the 
meal as a Passover meal. In his source it was probably a meal 
two days before the Passover, after the necessary preparation had 
been made for the Passover meal on the 14th. Mt. and Lk. 
adopt without question the confused reckoning of Mk. and his 
identification of the meal with the Passover meal. Mt. omits 
ou Tb 1r&.uxa Wvov, either because the clause seemed unnecessary 
because implied in what follows, or perhaps to avoid the harsh 

1 See against this Chwolson, Das Letzte Passamahl Chn"sti, p. 4. 
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juxtaposition of the first day of Unleavened Bread and the 
Passover. 

,rpo<T71.\Bov-.\lyovT£s] cf. on 88.-BD,ns froi,uauw,urv J cf. Lk 954, 
and Moulton, p. 185. 

M 18. And He said, Go into the dty to such a man, and say, The 
teacher saith, My time is at hand; I celebrate at thy house the 
Passover with My disdples.] Mk. has : " And He sendeth two of 
His disciples, and saith to them, Go into the city, and there shall 
meet you a man carrying a pitcher of water : follow him. And 
wheresoever he shall enter in, say to the master of the house that 
the teacher saith, Where is My chamber, where I may eat the 
Passover with My disciples?" Mt. avoids questions in the mouth 
of the Lord (cf. Introduction, p. xxxii), and therefore omits ,rov 
l<TTlv TO KaTa.\v,ua ,uov. He avoids also the obscure reference to 
the man with the pitcher, the ambiguity of which is probably due 
to the fact that the Lord had an understanding with one of His 
adherents in the city, which enabled Him to throw an atmosphere 
of secrecy over His movements. He ostensibly arranged to keep 
the Passover meal on the 14th, whilst He purposed to eat a sub
stitute for it on the evening of His message. In this way He safe
guarded Himself from arrest during that last evening meal, since 
even if the place of meeting had been known outside the circle of 
the Twelve, no one, not excluding the Twelve, could have suspected 
that He would be found there till the evening of the r 4th. 

l, Kaipos ,uov fyyvs lunv] The words seem to be a previously 
arranged password. "Prepare the Passover meal; but for to-day, 
not to-morrow: for My Passover must be eaten to-night." Mk. 
adds here : "And He will show you a large upper room furnished 
(and) ready: there make ready for us." Mt. omits. 

M 19. And the disciples did as Jesus appointed them, and prepared 
the Passover.] Mk. has: "And the disciples went out, and came 
into the city, and found as He said to them : and made ready the 
Passover." 

17-19. Mt. and Lk. agree against Mark in o ae et7rev, Mt 18, Lk 10 for 
Ka.l M-yet, Mk 13 ; and in al, Mt 17, Lk 7 for Mk.'s Ka.£. 

Note on the dates in Mk 14. 

I, Mk 141 ~v 8£ TO ,rauxa Kal TCJ. a(v,ua ,U£TCJ. 8110 ~,ulpas, K.T.A. 
According to the usual interpretation, the authorities are here 
represented as plotting on Wednesday the 13th to arrest the 
Christ and to put Him to death, but as deciding not to effect this 
lv rfj lopTi,. Did they then propose to postpone His capture 
until after the Feast of Unleavened Bread? If so, why did they 
arrest Him on the Thursday evening, the 14th-15th, and cause 
Him to be put to death on the 15th, i.e. lv Ti} foprfj, contrary to 
their intention? 
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It is clear that something is wrong with the text, for TO 1r&.axa 
and Ta 11.(vp,a are not coincident, but successive periods. Both 
could not happen JJ,ETa 8vo ~µ.ipa,;. Moreover, µ.eTa 8vo ~µ.lpo,, is 
itself obscure. It is argued that µ.eTa Tpe't, ~µ.epa, is equivalent to 
Tji Tp{TTJ ~µ.£pf!-=" on the day after to-morrow," cf. 1621 ; but the 
analogy of this usage does not justify JJ,ETa. 8vo ~µ.Epa,;; in the sense 
of "on the morrow." Greek and Aramaic alike used other 
expressions to denote this. We are therefore led by the general 
intention of the narrative to suppose that the authorities planned 
the arrest some days before the feast, and proposed to effect it 
before the feast. This is confirmed by the light throwl'l upon the 
following narrative, Mk 148•9, by Jn 121, where it is said that the 
feast at Bethany took place six days before the Passover. This 
would date the determination of the Sanhedrin in Mk 141 as six 
days or more before Passover. 

2. Mk 1412 Kal -rfi 1rpti)TTJ ~µ.lp<[, TWV a(vp,wv ()TE TO 1r&.axa Wvov. 
The clause must be corrupt. The first day of Unleavened Bread, 
the 15th Nisan, succeeded the Passover day, the 14th. Further, 
the 14th after j o'clock would have been too late to make 
preparation for the meal. This must have been accomplished 
at least on the day before. 

3. Mk 1417 Kal otf,la,;; -YEVOJJ,EV'YJS lpxe-rai, K.T.A. In the belief of 
the editor of the second Gospel this was the Passover meal eaten 
on the evening of the 14th. But this identification introduces 
confusion into the whole of the surrounding narrative. For (a) 
the authorities had decided against arrest £V -rji fop-rf). (b) Simon 
would not be " coming from work " ( 15 20), cf. B. Berakhoth 4 b, nor 
would Joseph have bought a linen cloth on a feast day ( 1546), nor 
would one of the disciples carry arms on such a day (1447). 

If, now, we put aside the chronological notices in Mk., the 
general tenor of the narrative is clear. In 141• 2 the authorities 
decide to arrest Christ before the Feast, i:e. before the Passover. 
The meal of Mk 148•9 took place, as the writer of the Fourth Go,pel 
states, six days before the Passover. On or soon after the day of this 
feast, Judas arranged with the authorities to effect Christ's arrest, 
Mk 1410-11. 

The Passover, the 14th, fell on the Sabbath. Two days before, 
i.e. on Thursday the 12th, Christ bade His disciples make the 
necessary preparations for the Passover meal, Mk 1412•16• That 
same evening He sat down with His disciples at a meal in which 
He anticipated the Passover by two days, and instituted the Holy 
Communion, Mk 1417-25• That evening He was arrested in the 
garden, and after trial before the Sanhedrin on the following morn
ing (Friday the 13th), was condemned by Pilate and crucified. 
He was buried the same day at evening (Mk 1442). 

Thus, as the authorities had decided, His execution took place 
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before the Feast, i.e. on the 13th, and the notices that Simon was 
"coming from work," that one of the disciples was armed, and 
that Joseph bought a linen garment, are in harmony with the rest 
of the narrative, since the days on which these things took place 
were not feast days. With this arrangement the writer of the 
Fourth Gospel is agreed. The last supper was "before the Pass
over," i.e. two days before, on Thursday. The authorities would not 
enter into Pilate's palace on the following morning, i.e. Friday the 
13th, because their purification in readiness for the Passover on 
the following day (Saturday the 14th) would have been rendered 
null l ( 1828). The crucifixion took place on the eve of the 
Passover ( I 914 ; cf. the same statement, B. Sanh 43", Ev. Pet 
3), which was also the eve of the Sabbath (1931• 42, cf. Das 
Leben Jesu ; Krauss, p. 5 6 : "The Passover fell in that year on a 
Sabbath." 

It is therefore clear that Mk 1412, which seems to identify the 
first day of Unleavened Bread with the Passover day, and which 
suggests the identification of the last supper with the Passover 
meal, must be corrupt. The primary corruption no doubt lies in 
the words 7"fi -rrpwT'[} TJ/LEP'f Twv &.(vp,wv. Behind this, whether in 
a documentary or oral source, must lie words which should give 
the meaning "before the feast of Unleavened Bread," thus re
suming, v.2, "not on the feast." The editor having misinterpreted 
this to mean" on the first day of Unleavened Bread," is obliged to 
suppose that the Passover day is intended. The real "first day of 
Unleavened Bread" would be, as he is aware, too late. He there
fore inserts OT£ Tb -rracrxa Wvov, thus identifying the last supper with 
the Passover meal, and introducing hopeless confusion into the 
succeeding narrative. The narratives of Mt. and Lk. are entirely 
based on Mk., and have the same confused chronology, although 
Mt. seems to have endeavoured to avoid some of the harsher 
incongruities by omitting Kat Ta a(vp,a from Mk 141, on: Tb -rracrxa 
Wvov from Mk I 414, Epxop,lvov &.-rr' d:ypov from Mk I 520, and &.yopacras 
crw8ova from Mk I 546• 

Chwolson in his note, Ueber Das Datum im Evangelium Matthai~ 
xxvi. 17,2 suggests that the original of Matthew ran ~r.:,pr.:, ~r.:i,•:i 
~•1•~£1 ="in the days before the feast of Unleavened Bread"; 
that the first t:, of ~r.:,pt:, was omitted, and the sentence translated 
as though it were ~•,•~£11 ~t:,p ~r.:i,•.::i. But Mt. is dependent on 
Mk., and the error must be ~ought in Mk. Chwolson's Aramaic 
phrase or some similar expression very probably lies behind Mk.'s 
tjj -rrpwT'[} TJ/LEP'f· In any case, Chwolson is right in regarding this 

1 Entry into the house of a heathen caused uncleanness for seven days 
(Chwolson). 

2 Monatsschrift for Gesch. und Wissenschaft des Judenthums, lxxiii. 537-
555. 
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phrase as impossible, and in seeing that what is wanted is some 
phrase meaning, "Before the feast of Unleavened Bread." 

Chwolson in his extremely valuable treatise, Das Letzte 
Passamahl Chn·sti, suggests that the Passover fell on a Fdday 
and was transferred to Thursday, because on the Friday there 
would not have been time for the roasting of the lambs before 
the beginning of the Sabbath. He thinks that whilst the offering 
of the lambs was therefore necessarily antedated, there was a 
difference of opinion as to the eating of the Paschal meal. Some, 
including Christ, eat it on the Thursday, others preferred to eat it 
according to the Mosaic law on the Friday the 14th, though the 
killing had been transferred to the previous day on account of the 
proximity of the Sabbath. 

But Chwolson's investigations are concerned with the text of 
the first Gospel, and his suggestions leave unsolved the texts of 
Mk. and Lk. It is with Mk. that any attempted solution must 
begin. If we transfer Chwolson's emendation to Mk 1412, we may 
gladly admit that this writer is excellent authority for justifying us 
in substituting " Before the feast of Unleavened Bread" for 7"0 
7rpWT(I ~µ.lpq, TWV <i(vµ.wv. But what of 6TE TO 7rd.axa Wvovv? Are 
we to accept this statement with the identification. of the last 
supper with the Passover meal which is implied in it? It seems 
extremely probable that the 6TE TO 7rJ.axa Wvov is due to the same 
writer who has just written Tfi 7rpwTTJ ~µ.lpq, Twv &(vµ.wv. He realises 
that the last supper could not have taken place on the I 5th, which 
was, p!operly speaking, the first day of Unleavened Bread. He is 
therefore obliged to suppose that by the first day of Unleavened 
Bread the Passover day was intended. And this preliminary error 
confuses the whole of the following narrative. In other words, 
Mk 1412" is so certainly corrupt that no inference ought to. be 
drawn from it as to the chronology of the succeeding narrative. 
And, apart from it, nothing is more clear than that the crucifixion 
of Christ did not take place on the 15th, from which it follows 
that the meal of vv.17•25 was not the Passover meal of the 14th. 
But then what was it? Do not the disciples say, Where shall we 
make ready the Passover? And did not Christ bid them go and 
prepare it? But there is really no difficulty about the matter if 
we read vv.12-10 in the light of the previous narrative. The San
hedrin had decided on the removal of Christ before the feast, 
and had covenanted with Judas to arrange for His arrest at a 
convenient opportunity. Of all this Christ was aware. He knew 
that before the killing of the lambs in the Temple on the evening 
of the 14th, He himself would have fallen a prey to the plots of 
His enemies. And yet He proposed to eat the Passover meal 
with His disciples. Not, however, the technical Passover meal 
of the 14th, but a meal which should serve as such. Hence the 

18 
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mystery of vv.12•16• Preparation for the Passover meal of the 
14th had to be made early. In this case the disciples seem to 
have thought it well to begin on Thursday the 12th. They went, 
we read, and prepared the Passover. Not, of course, the lamb. 
That could only be offered in the Temple on the 14th, and then 
brought to the room afterwards. But they made other prepara
tions, saw to it that the room was properly equipped, and perhaps 
purchased the necessary accessories of the feast. It may be 
thought that ~-ro{µauav -ro 1rauxa must mean more than this, and 
include the actual preparation of the lamb itself, and so point to 
the 14th. But, in the first place, the phrase is due to the writer 
who has written v. 12a, who believed that the meal thus prepared 
was the technical Passover meal. The original may well have 
meant nothing more than "prepared for the Passover." And, on 
the other hand, it is very unlikely that the two messengers should 
have acted as representatives of the whole body in the solemn 
service of the slaughter of the lamb in the Temple on the 14th. 
Preparation by two delegates could only be preparation of sub
ordinate details, not the actual sacrifice of the lamb itself. But 
why the mystery about the place of the meal? No doubt because, 
in view of the danger of arrest, Christ wished to keep His move
ments secret. He had arranged with some one that a room should 
be ready. There He sent His disciples to make preparations as 
though for the Passover meal of the 14th. Then the material 
and place for a meal having been secured, He came suddenly on 
that same evening of the 1 2th and sat down with His disciples, 
secure at least for a time from arrest, for He had the betrayer in 
His company. It was not the technical Passover meal, but for 
Him and for His disciples it would serve as such. There was 
indeed no lamb. But there was bread symbolising Christ's body, 
and that sufficed. 

M 20. And when it was evening, He sat down with the twelve 
disciples.] Mk. has : "And when it was evening, He cometh with 
the twelve. And as they were sitting."-&flas UJ for Kat &if,{as, as 
often.-&vtKEtTo J for lpxE-rat-KaL &vaKnp.,tvwv ali-rwv, thus omitting 
the historic present. Cf. Introduction, p. xx. 

M 21. And as they were eating, Jesus said, Verily I say to you, 
that one of you shall deliver Me up.] Mk. has: "And as they were 
eating, Jesus said, Verily I say to you, that one of you shall deliver 
Me up (one) who is eating with Me." The last clause emphasises 
the heinousness of the treachery of the act. Mt. omits the 
words as already implied in Eis Jf -fJµwv. For Efs = ns, see Blass, 
p. 144• 

M 22. And being very grieved, they began to say to Him each one, 
Is it I, Lord?] Mk. has : "They began to be grieved, and to say 
to Him one by one, Is it I? "-Ka{] Mt. avoids Mk.'s asyndeton.-
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uipollpa] is characteristic of Mt., see on 210.-£r, eKauTo,] see Blass, 
p. 1 79, for Mk.'s harsher £r, Ka Ta £!,, which occurs in Jn 89. 

23. And He answered and said, He who dipped wt"th Me his M 
hand in the dish, he shall deliver Me up.] Mk. has : "And He said 
to them, One of the Twelve. He who dippeth with Me into the 
dish.'' "One of the Twelve " reaffirms the treachery of the act, and 
o l.µ,/3a1rTop,£110,, K.T.A., is equivalent too lu0{wv fL£T' l.µ,ov. Not only 
one of the Twelve, but also a partaker in a common meal. The 
clause in Mk. does not give any clue to the individuality of the 
traitor, for probably all dipped into the dish, but only emphasises 
his treachery. Mt. in substituting o Ep,/3atf!as-T~11 X£'ipa, and add
ing oVTo, P,£ 1rapallwu£i, may have understood the words to be a 
direct clue to the betrayer's personality. Hastings, DCG i. p. 464. 

24. The Son of Man indeed goeth as # stands written about M 
Him: but woe to that man through whom the Son of Man is 
delivered up I good were it for him if that man had not been born.] 
Mk. has the same with 6Tt at the beginning and no ~11 after 
KaM11. "Mt. improves the Greek by adding ~11," Moulton, p. 
200. 

24. The sentence is very Semitic in construction and idea. 
For v1ray£t11 = goes on his destined path, goes to his fate, dies, see 
Schlatter on Jn 733• For Ka0w, yl.ypa1rTat, see Bacher, Exeget. Tenn. 
1. 88, 11. 9 r. The solemn repetition of o a110pw1ro, £K£'ivo, and the 
avT<i,-o a110pw1ro, EK€tl/OS is also Semitic. The whole verse could be 
literally translated into Hebrew or Aramaic; cf. B. Chag. 11b "It 
were better for him if he had not come into the world," Enoch 382 

"It had been good for them if they had not been born." 
25. And Judas, who delivered Him up, answered and said, Is it I, E 

Rabbi? He saith to him, Thou hast said.] The verse is not in Mk. 
Mt., who has understood o l.µ,/3a1rToµ,£110, as marking out the traitor 
in an indirect way, adds here a clause to make his identity still 
clearer.-uv £i1ra,] For the tense, see Moulton, p. 140. The 
clause is an evasive or ambiguous affirmative, and is quite in the 
Semitic manner. For Rabbinic parallels, see Dalm. Words, 309 ff. 
But cf. Chwolson, Das Letzte Passamahl, p. 88, who denies that 
it is a Rabbinic formula of affirmation. So also Merx, in loc. : 
"Du hast es gesagt ist keine rabbinische Formel." But the 
passages quoted by Dalman seem sufficient to show that "thou 
hast said " is in harmony with the Jewish spirit, where an indirect 
affirmation is required. In the present instance it is needless to 
ask whether it can or cannot express a direct affirmative, because 
such a direct affirmative would mar the spirit of the whole narra
tive, as Mt. has well understood. Christ had stated the terrible 
fact that one of His chosen friends, who was at that very moment 
sharing with him in a common meal, would betray Him into the 
hands of His enemies. They answer Him in indignant words 
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which are half-interrogative, half-negative, It is not I ? And Judas 
amongst the others put the same question. Now it is incon
ceivable that Christ should have answered him with a simple 
affirmative. Such a statement made publicly could only have 
provoked an outburst of fury against Judas, and perhaps for a 
time at least have frustrated his purpose. If intended only for the 
ear of Judas, it was the sort of thing which could not have been 
said under the circumstances. It would only have led to angry 
denial. What was required was just what crv d:,ra, expresses, an 
ambiguous affirmative, suggesting to the traitor himself the cer
tainty that his treachery was known; to others, if they overheard it, 
a half uncertainty as to what was meant, and leaving opportunity 
to Judas of withdrawing from his course of treachery before its 
absolute and final exposure. See Gould on Mk 1420• 

M 26. And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed and 
brake it, and gave t"t to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is My 
body.] Mk. has the same, omitting t, 'l1J<rov, and rf,ayEn: and 

. h ' ·~ ' - 'r ' " ' - 0 - ' - ",~ " Wit Kat EOWKEV aVTOt, Kal ,or Kat oov, TOt, µ,a 'l}Tat, aVTOV,-oE ,or 
Ka{, as often.-ttpToV] ~ BCD S1 ; TOV dpTov, A al.-£vAoy1<Ta<; i.e. 
"uttered a form of thanksgiving."-TOVTO f.<TTtV To <rwµ,a µ,ov] The 
lunv is quite unempbatic, and in Aramaic would be unexpressed. 
"This is My body," i.e. "this broken bread, of which you all eat, 
represents My body." The inference that in some sense the 
disciples were to partake of Christ's body is unexpressed, but 
is implicit in the words TovTo ="this broken loaf"; the neuter is 
due to attraction to To uwp.a. 

M 27. And He took a cup, and gave thanks, and gave (it) to them, 
saying, Drink ye all from it.] Mk. has: "And He took a cup, 
and gave thanks, and gave (it) to them, and they all drank from it." 
Mt. assimilates l,rw,, to the imperative of the previous verse.-
1roT'Y/pwv] So ~ B E al S1 ; TO '1T'OT'Y/PLDV, A C D al. The article 
here and before /Jpov in v. 26 has probably been added to signify 
the Eucharistic bread and cup. 

M 28. For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being shed 
for many unto remission of sins.] Mk. has: "And He said to 
them, This is My blood of the covenant, which is being shed on 
behalf of many."-TovTo]=this wine.-To aTµ,&. µ,ov T~, 8ia0'Y/K1J,] 
This wine represents My blood, i.e. My covenant blood, i.e. My 
blood shed to ratify a covenant. Nothing is said in Mk. to define 
the nature of the covenant, except that the blood was being shed 
on behalf of many, i.e. to give them a right to the privileges of the 
covenant. The covenant might be regarded as a covenant between 
Christ and the many, or, more naturally, between God and the 
many. Mt., by adding El, arf,Eo-tv aµ,apnwv, shows that he under
stood the covenant to be a covenant between God and the many 
by which remission of sins was secured to them, the sign of this 
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covenanted forgiveness being the shed blood. For blood as 
signifying the ratification of a covenant, cf. Ex 248.-T~, 8,a0~K17,] 
So ~ B L Z ; T~, Kaw~, 8,a0~K1],, A C D al; T<> ~- KatY~, 8,a0~K1),, 
A Cal. S1 has: "My blood, the new covenant." 

29. And I say to you, I will not drink from now of this fruit M 
of the vine until that day when I drink it with you new in the 
ki11,:;dom of My Father.] Mk. has: "Verily I say to you, that I will 
no longer drink of the fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink 
it new in the kingdom of God." The words are striking and 
unexpected. They seem to be a solemn farewell. But instead of 
a promise of a future return, we have this allusion to the joys of 
the Messianic kingdom. For the banquet as symbol of that joy, 
cf. on 811, and add Enoch 6214 "With that Son of Man will 
they eat and lie down, and rise up for ever and ever," where, 
however, the picture is hardly so much that of a banquet as of 
perpetual fellowship.-ov µ.~] cf. Moulton, 187 ff.-ylV'l)µ.a] from 
y{vw·0ai as opposed to yivv17µ.a from y£vvdw. Cf. Deissm. Bible 
Studies, p. 184.-ylv17µ.a ~. aµ.miAov-Kaivov] Why new? Contrast 
Lk 2230• But in the Messianic kingdom all things will be new; 
cf. Is 4J18, Rev 21 5.-a1r' apn] is not in Mk. Lk. also adds 
am) vov vvv. 

30. And they sang a hymn, and went out to the Mount of Olives.] M 
So Mk. 

31. Then saith Jesus to them, All ye shall be made to stumble in Me M 
on this night; for it stands written, I 'ZJ!ill smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep of the flock shall be scattered.] Mk. has : " And Jesus saith to 
them, that all ye shall be made to stumble: because it stands written, 
I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered."·
TOTEJ see on 27• Mt., as often, omits Mk.'s on.-uKav8aA.,u0~w·0i] 
see on v. 29• Mt. adds lv iµ.ol lv rfj vvKT{ Ta'l!T"[J to make the point 
of the following quotation explicit.-1raTcf[w, K.T.A. J The quota
tion is from Zee 131.-1TaTd[w] LXX and Heb. have the imperative. 
-'TOY 1ro,µ..fva] so Heb. and LXX ~c" 0 b A Q r.-Kat 8,ao-Kopmo-0~-
0"OV'Tat Ta 1rp6/3arn] so Heb., LXX, A Q. Mk. transposes subject 
and verb.-~, 1ro{p.V'IJ,l not in Heb., but .so LXX A Since Mt. 
does not elsewhere add extraneous words to Mk.'s quotations, and 
does add words which are found in the LXX (cf. 195, where he 
adds Kal ( 1rpou )Koll170~u£Tat Tii yvvaiK{: 2232, where he adds dµ.l), 
it is more probable that he here adds~. 7ro{µ.v17, because he found 
it in a LXX text, than that LXX A should have been assimilated 
to the Gospel. The order Kal 8,auK. Ta 7rpo/3arn is another 
assimilation to the LXX. 

32. But after I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee.] So M 
Mk., with dAAcf for ol. For the unclassical insertion of µ.£, see 
Blass, p. 239; Moulton, p. 212. 

33. And Peter answered and said to Ht'm, If all shall be M 
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made to stumble in Thee, I will never be made to stumble.] Mk. has: 
"And Peter said, Although all shall be made to stumble, yet (aAAa) 
not I."-£i1uv J So Lk. Mk. has lcpTJ. 

M 34. Jesus said to him, Verily I say to you, That on this night, 
before the cock crow, thrice thou shalt deny Me.] Mk. has: "And 
Jesus saith to him, Verily I say to thee, That to-day, on this night, 
before that the cock crow twice, thrice thou shalt deny Me." 
Mt. omits Mk.'s redundant u~1.upov; cf. Introduction, p. xxv.-
1rp{v] for Mk.'s 1rp1v ~' cf. Blass, p. 22 9. Mk.'s o{, is of doubtful 
authority ; see Swete. 

M 35. Peter saith to Him, Even if I must needs die with Thee, 
I will not deny Thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.] Mk. 
has : "And he was confidently saying, If I must needs die with 
Thee, I will not deny Thee. And likewise all were saying."
ov p,~] For the construction with fut. ind., cf. 1622, and Moulton, 
p. 190. 

36-56. From Mk 1432-50. 

M 36. Then Jesus cometh with them to an estate called Gethsemanei, 
and saith to the disciples, Sit here until I have gone away yonder and 
prayed.] Mk. has : "And they come to an estate of which the name 
(was) Gethsemanei, and He saith to His disciples, Sit here until I 
have prayed.''-'T6r£] see on 2 7.-lpx£rai] Mt., against his custom, 
retains the historic present.-l'£0u'YJp,avd] ="oil-press"; cf. Dahn. 
Gram.2 p. 191.-avrov] for Mk.'s 118£, on which see Blass, p. 58.
lw, o~J =" until," Blass, p. 272.1 

M 37. And He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began 
to be gn·eved and distracted.] Mk. has: "And He taketh Peter 
and James and John with Him, and began to be amazed and 
distracted.''-1rapaAa,8wv] Mt. avoids, as usual, the historic present. 
-Atnr£tu0ai] a softer word than Mk.'s strong iK0ap,,8£i:u0ai; cf. 
Introduction, p. xxxi. Mt., however, retains the striking aOTJp,ov£i:v, 
on which see Lightfoot, Philippians, 2 26, Gould and Swete on Mk. 
Lk. omits the whole clause.-&8'Y/p,ov£tv] occurs in Ox. Pap. ii. 298. 
45, first century A.D. A{av aOTJp,OVOVP,€V. 

M 38. Then He saith to them, My soul is very grieved unto death: 
stay here and watch with Me.] Mk. has the same, without "with 
Me," and with Ka{ for r6u, on which see 2 7.-lw-. 0avarov] Cf. Jon 
49, Ecclus 518• For tf!vx~ of the human soul of Christ, cf. Jn 
1227. Lk. omits the whole clause. See on Lk 2242• 

M 39. And He went forward a lz"ttle, and fell on His face, praying, 
and saying, My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass away from 
Me; but not as I will, but as Thou (wiliest).] Mk. has : "And 

1 Mk. has lws. Cf. the same change in 1422 = Mk 645• Mk.'s lws may 
perhaps mean "while" here and in 645, but Mt. uses lws o~ in five other cases 
(126 1333 14'" 179 1834) in the sense "until," so that it probably bears that 
meaning here. In Aramaic , ,v has either meaning. 
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He went forward a little, and fell (imp.) (on His face, D al curss 
S1 k) upon the ground, and was praying that, if it were {fo··r£v) 
possible, the hour might pass from Him. And He said, Abba 
Father, all things are possible to Thee. Take this cup from Me. 
But not what I will, but what Thou (willest)." k omits &.1r' avrov-

, • J c Mk' . fi ' ' ' 1rapeveyKe.-,1reuev aor. ,or . s imp., as o ten.-e1r, 1rpouw1rov 
avrov] cf. 176• Mk. has ll1rl TlJ• yi},. Mk. puts the contents of the 
prayer twice-once indirectly, and again directly. Mt., as usual, 
shortens; cf. Introd. p. xxiv.-1rpouEvx6µevo,] Mt. omits here i'va Ei 
8vvar6v ECTTlV 1rapD,0r, a,r' avrov ~ 6Jpa. ~ 6Jpa here is ambiguous, and 
is used in a different sense in v.37• But Mt. transfers el 8vv'a.r6v ECTTLV 

and 1raplpxoµai to the next verse ; cf. k's omission in Mk.-1ranp 
µov] Mk. has 'A/3/30. b 1raTTJp, Mt. omits the Aramaic 'A{3/3a= 
My Father: cf. Dalm. Gram.2 p. 90. 198. For Mk.'s b 1ra-r~p, cf. 
Blass, p. 86; Moulton, pp. 70 ff. Mt. substitutes 1ranp; cf. 69• 

For 1ro-r~pwv as a symbol of sorrow, cf. on 2022• The "cup" can 
be nothing but the approaching passion. "The Lord's human 
soul shrank from the cross," Swete.-d 8vvar6v iunv] Mk. has 
1rav-ra 8vva-ra CTOL, but El 8waT6v ECTTLV in v. 35• The recognition of 
the fact of God's sovereign power seems less suitable here than the 
expression of acquiescence in the necessity of the "cup." Lk. has 
been influenced by a similar feeling, but he has the still easier 
el {3ov>..n. - 1rapl>..0arw] softens Mk.'s direct 1rapl.veyKe, but cf. 
1rapl>..8r, in Mk v.35.-1r>..~v] cf. 11 22• 24, and Blass, p. 268. Lk. also 
adds 1r>..~v. In Mk. the request is c~nditioned by the last clause, 
but the whole verse leaves the impression of an ungranted request 
more strongly than Mt.'s modified rendering.-w, Eyw ()l>..w] 
Mk. has the more difficult -rl, on which see Blass, p. 1 7 5 
(D has il). On the "cup," see Hastings, .DCG i. p. 37. 

40. And He cometh to the disciples, and jindeth them sleeping, M 
and saith to Peter, Could you not thus watch with Me one hour?] 
Mk. has : "And He cometh and findeth them sleeping, and saith 
to Peter, Simon, dost thou sleep? Couldest thou not watch one 
hour?" - lpxern, - evpluKEt] Mt. retains the historic present 
contrary to his habit ; cf. v. 36• Lk. also adds 1rpo, TOV, µa0-q-ra,. 

41. Watch and pray, that you enter not into temptation : the M 
spirit, indeed, is willing, but the flesh is weak.] So Mk., with EM~-rE 1 

for elue>..0~TE ; cf. Introduction, p. xxvi. Lk. also has duEM~TE, 
-£1, 1reipauµ6v] cf. 613• The words seem t~ be suggested by 
Christ's own experience. He, too, had entered into "temptation," 
v.36• See Gould on Mk 1438• 

42. Again a second time He went away, and prayed, saying, My M 
· Father, if this cannot pass, except I drink it, Thy will be done.] 

Mk. has : "And again He went away, and prayed, saying the 
same word.'' The prayer added in Mt. expresses more strongly 

1 So t(* B, but ~• A C D have the compound verb. 



280 THE GOSPEI, ACCORDING TO S. MATTHEW [XXVI. 42-49. 

than v.89 the submission of Christ to the Father's will.-y£v'l]lhirn 
'TO 0£>..~,_,,a O"OV] cf. 610, 

M 48. And He came again and found them sleeping, for their eyes 
were weighed dO"dJn.] Mk. has : "And again He came and found 
them sleeping, for their eyes were being weighed down. And they 
knew not what to answer Him."-,8£,Bap'l/l-'-Evoi] Sc. v1rv<i>, cf. Hom. 
Od. iii. 139, oZv<i> ,8£,8ap'l]6T£<,. Mk. has Kamf3apvv6,_,,£Vot. For Mt.'s 
omission of Kal ovK ij3nuav, K.T.A., cf. similar omissions from Mk 
652 96, and Introduction, p. xxxiii f. 

E 44. And He left them again, and went away, and prayed the 
third time, saying the same word again.] Mk. has no correspond
ing third withdrawal, but in v.41 presupposes one in the words, 
"and He cometh the third time." Mt. fills the lacuna by slightly 
enlarging Mk v.89• For &cpd,,, cf. 1336• 

M 45. Then He cometh to the disciples, and saith to them, Sleep on 
and rest; behold the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being 
delivered up into the hands of sinners.] Mk. has : "And He 
cometh the third time, and saith to them, Sleep on now and rest : 
it is enough, the hour has come : behold the Son of Man is being 
delivered up into the hands of sinners."-lpx£mt] as in vv.36 and 40• 

Mt. retains the historic present, contrary to his custom.-T6T£J see 
on 2 7• Mt. omits Mk.'s rare impers. &.mfxn. 

M 46. Arise, let us go: behold, he that is delivering Me up is at 
hand.] So Mk. with a transposition of subject and verb. 

M 47. And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the 
Twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and 
staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people.] Mk. has : 
"And immediately, while He was still speaking, there cometh 
Judas, one of the Twelve, and with him a multitude with swords 
and staves, from the chief priests and scribes and elders." Mt. omits 
Mk.'s £v0v,,, as often, and adds loov, on which see 1 20• Lk. also 
has 13ov.-~>..0£v] aor. for Mk.'s 1rapay{J1£rai, as often.-&.1r6l for 
Mk.'s 1Tapa. Mt. omits Kal 'TOW. ypa,.,,,.,,a'T£WV, and adds 'TOV >..aov 
at the end. 

M 48. And he that was delivering Him up gave them a sign, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that is He: seize Him.] Mk. has : "And he 
that delivered Him up had given them a sign, saying, Whomsoever 
I shall kiss, that is He: seize Him, and lead Him away safely.''
l3wK£v] for Mk.'s pluperfect, cf. 2 718,-u'l]µ.Etov.] Mk. has uvuu'l]µ.ov, 
on which see Swete. Mt. omits Kat a1ray£T£ &ucf:,a>..w,, as redundant; 
see Introduction, p. xxiv. 

M 49. And immediately he came to Jesus and said, Hail, Rabbi: and 
kissed Him fervently.] Mk. has: "And coming immediately he came 
to Him, and saith, Rabbi: and kissed Him fervently.'' Mt. omits 
Mk. 's i>..0wv as redundant; see Introduction, p. xxiv.-xatp£] added 
by Mt. 
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50. And Jesus said to him, Friend (do that) for wliich thou M 
art come.] Mk. has no corresponding clause. Lk. also has an 
insertion. "Jesus said to him, Judas, with a kiss dost thou deliver 
up the Son of Man?" fra{po, occurs in some MSS. at 1116, and in the 
vocative, 2013 and 22 12, both times in parables.-irapei,u.i] occurs 
only here in Mt. The clause is enigmatic in its brevity: "(do that) 
for which thou art present," i.e. "accomplish your purpose"; or as 
W ellhausen, " Do you kiss Me for the purpose on account of which 
you are come," i.e. "on such an errand?" Blass, p. 176, emends 
into aipe, "take what thou art come to fetch." 

50. Then they came and laid hands on Jesus, and seized Him.] M 
Mk. has: "And they laid hands on Him, and seized Him."
ToTe] See on 2 7.-irpoue.MovTE,J See on 43• 

51. And, behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched forth M 
his hand, and drew his sword, and smote the servant of the high 
pnest, and struck off his ear.] Mk. has: "And one of those who 
stood by drew his sword, and struck the servant of the high priest, 
and struck off his ear."-1oou1 See on 1 20.-d,] Mk. has ek oi 
n,, on which see Blass, p. 144.-Twv ,u.eTa 'l'l')<Tov] for Mk.'s vaguer 
TWV irapE<TT1)KOTWY.-1TaTa~a.J Mk. has liraLCTEY, cf. Mt. 2668• Lk. also 
has lir&.rn~e. See on Lk 22 50, 

52-54. Mt. adds here three verses which have no parallel in 
Mk. or Lk. 

Then saith Jesus to him, Return thy sword to its place : for all E 
who take the sword shall pen'sh with_the sword. Or thinkest thou 
that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He shall now furnish Me 
with more than twelve legions of angels? How then should the 
Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus £t must happen ?]-TOTE] See on 
2 7.-ir>..e{w J indecl. N* B D; see Moulton, p. 50. 

The insertion seems intended to throw light upon the meaning
less incident of Mk v.47. This was an act which might have led 
to an attempt to prevent Christ's arrest. But He Himself checked 
it. He did not desire the plans of His enemies to be thwarted. 

55. In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, As against a robber M 
did you come out with swords and staves to take Me? Daily in the 
Temple I sat teaching, and you did not seize Me.] So Mk. with 
"daily I was with (irpo,) you in the temple teaching" for "daily in 
the Temple I sat teaching."-lv EKE{YTJ Tji olpt;t J see on 813• For 
Mk.'s ~,U.'l'}Y irpo, v,u.a,, see Abbott, Johannine Grammar, 2363a. 

56. And all this came to pass that the Scriptures of the prophets M 
might be fulfilled.] Mk. has simply: "But that the Scriptures 
might be fulfilled (you have arrested Me in this treacherous way)." 
Mt. supplies the ellipse by inserting the formula TovTo oe o>..ov 
yiyovev (on which see Introduction, p. lxi), and so making an 
independent sentence. 

Then all the disciples left Him, and .fled.] Mk. has : "And M 
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they all left Him, and fled." Mt. here omits Mk vv.51 ·52 ; cf. 
Introduction, p. Ii. 

57-75. From Mk 145s-12. 

M 57. And they seized Jesus, and led Him away to Caiaphas the 
high pn·est, where the scribes and the elders were assembled.] Mk. 
has : "And they led Jesus away to the high priest. And there come 
together all the high priests and the elders and the scribes."-oi Si] 
8£ (also in Lk.) for Ka{, as often.-1rpo, TOV apxi£p€a] Mt. adds the 
name as in v.3.-01rov-uvv~x0'Y/uav] for Mk.'s Ka< uvv£pxov-rai, avoid
ing hist. pres., as often.-oi ypaµ.. Ka< oi 1rpeu.] the more usual order 
for Mk.'s oi 1rpeu. Kal oi ypaµ.. Mk. prefixes oi apxupe'i,. Mt. 
omits, as already implied in 1rpo, TOV apxiepEa. 

M 58. And Peter was following Him from afar unto the court of 
the high priest, and entered in, and sat with the servants, to see the 
end.] Mk. has: "And Peter from afar followed Him inside into 
the court of the high priest, and was sitting with the servants, and 
warming himself at the blaze."-o i;J for Mk.'s Ka< o, as often. 
-qKoAov0ei] Mk. has the aor.; generally the position is reversed.
Ew, 'T7/• avM).] abbreviates Mk.'s redundant £W, luw £1, T~V avA~v; cf. 
Introduction, p. xxi v f.-iKa0'YJTO] ( so Lk.) for Mk.'s ~v uvvKa0~µevo,. 
-l8e'iv To T£Ao,] gives a motive for Peter's action, which is wanting 
in Mk.'s merely pictorial KaL 0epµaiv6µevo, 1rpo, TO cpw,. 

M 59. And the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin were seeking 
false witness against Jesus, that they might put Him to death.] Mk. 
has : "And the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin were seeking 
witness against Jesus, with a view to putting Him to death."
lflev80µapTVp{av] emphasises the treachery of the authorities. 

M 60. And did not find (any), though many false wz"tnesses came.] 
Mk. has: "And were not finding (any). For many bore false 
witness against Him, and their testimonies were not agreed.
e{ipov] aor. for Mk.'s imp., as often. 

M But afterwards two came, (61) and said, This man saz'd, I can 
destroy the temple of God, and build (it, another) after an t"nterval 
of three days.] Mk. has: "And certain rose up and bore false 
witness against Him, saying, That we heard Him saying, That I 
will destroy this Temple made with hands, and will build after an 
interval of three days another made without hands. And not even 
so was their witness agreed.'' The narrative in Mk. is not free 
from difficulty. The authorities sought false witnesses, two at 
least being necessary according to law, cf. Dt 1915, but could not 
find them (55). For many offered witness, but two could not be 
found to agree (56). An example of the testimony offered by these 
discordant witnesses is given in 57-58• It seems to be a garbled 
version of words spoken by Christ, and was no doubt represented 
as a threat to destroy the Temple. But even these witnesses could 
not agree. The attempt, therefore, to produce the requisite number 
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of witnesses failed, and it was necessary to find other grounds 
for condemning the accused. Mt., however, seems to have re
garded Mk vv.57-58 as at least part of the ostensible ground for 
condemnation. He therefore distinguishes between the witness 
here recorded and that of the previous false witnesses by in
troducing it with v<rTEpov, "later," and by inserting "two." "At 
last the requisite agreement between the legal minimum number 
of witnesses was obtained." Mt. seems to have interpreted the 
"Temple" of Mk 58 of the literal Temple, and adds Tov 0Eov. At 
the same time he seems to have found difficulty in attributing to 
Christ even in the mouth of false witnesses a direct threat to 
destroy the Temple, and alters the words into an assertion that 
Christ had power to do so (ovvaµai KarnAv<rat), and to build another 
in three days. The insertion of ovo in v.59 carries with it the 
omission of Mk v. 69, because the consent of two witnesses in the 
statement was sufficient to make it a ground of accusation. 

oi,uptwv ~f-lEpwv] cf. Mk 132 D. For Ota.= "after the lapse of an 
interval," cf. Gal 2 1• It seems to mean "during" in Ac 1 3, so 
Blass, p. 132. So perhaps here "within three days." But see 
against this Abbott (Johannine Grammar, 233u), who renders 
Ac 1 3 "after an interval of forty days." 

60. ouo] add i/JEvOoµapTvpE,, A2 C D allatt S1• 

62. And the higk pn·est rose up, and said to Him, Dost M 
Tliou answer nothing 7 what do these witness against Thee?] 
Mk. has : "And the high priest rose up into the midst, and asked 
Jesus, saying, Dost Thou not answer anything ? what do these 
witness against Thee?" Mt. omits Mk.'s oliK; see on 2i4. 

63. And Jesus was silent.] Mk. has: "And He was silent, M 
and answered nothing.'' Mt. omits the last clause as redundant; 
cf. Introduction, p. xxv. · 

And the high priest said to Him, I adjure Thee by tke living M 
God, that Thou tell us if Thou art the Anointed, tke Son of God?] 
Mk. has : "Again the high priest was asking Him, and saith to 
Him, Art Thou the Anointed, the Son of the Blessed? "-b vio, Tov 
8wv] Mk. has b vio, 'TOV £li>,oy'Y}TOV. Since, according to Mk., the 
endeavour to procure the legal number of witnesses had failed, the 
high priest directly interrogates the accused. He was popularly 
regarded as one who claimed to be the Messiah, and had been 
greeted as such by the populace, Mk 119· 10. It is very doubtful 
whether the high priests, the Sadducees, held any definite Messianic 
doctrine, but, no doubt, the Pharisees (cf. Ps-Sol) anticipated the 
coming of a Davidic "king"; and other conceptions of the Messiah 

· were current, as, e.g., in the Apocalyptic literature. Wellhausen 
argues that the claim to be the Messiah could not, according to 
Jewish conceptions, have been regarded as a blasphemous claim. 
But quite apart from the exact meaning of the relationship of the 
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Messiah to God, which is implied in such terms as "Son of God," 
"Son of the Blessed," the nature of the Messiah, as depicted in the 
literature of the period as of earthly and heavenly origin ( cf. Volz,Jud. 
Eschat. pp. 214 f.), is such that claims to be Messiah might quite 
well be regarded as blasphemous, if they were untrue. And the 
high priest, no doubt, knew quite well that the idea of Messiahship, 
as used of Himself by Christ, involved and implied the conception 
of heavenly origin (cf. Mk 1237). Mk.'s Tov d;>..oyYJrov is an 
abbreviation of a common Rabbinical formula, and is no doubt 
original. Mt. changes into the Christian and universal Tov 0rnv. 
"The Son of the Blessed" occurs in the Acta Pauli (Schmidt), 
p. 26, and "the Blessed," p. 29.-Zva ~µ7,v ei'ry,J Lk. also has 
d-1rov ~J-1-LV. 

M 64. Jesus saith to him, Thou saidst: but I say to you, Henceforth 
you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of.power, and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.] Mk. has: "And Jesus said, I am; 
and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
power, and coming with the clouds of heaven."-<Tv e!'l!'a,] Mk. has 
lytil Eiµ.i. On CTv El'll'a,, see v. 25• The phrase implies a fine under
standing of the circumstances of the scene. Christ was not "the 
Son of God" in any sense in which the words could be understood 
by the high priest, and a question such as that addressed to Christ, 
where questioner and questioned lived in a different atmosphere of 
thought, could not, nor ever can be, answered with a word. Yet 
the phrase is an implied affirmative. "Thou hast expressed in a 
phrase the inference which seems to follow from My teaching, and 
that inference is a half truth. But more is implied. From hence
forth," etc. The same evasive affirmative lies behind Lk 2267 and 
Jn 1837 : "Thou sayest that I am a king. That is a right inference 
from My teaching; but the kingship which I claim is a kingship of 
spiritual supremacy.''-a'I!'' apn] is difficult. 1 It seems to be equiva
lent to "soon," "hereafter." "I am the Messiah, but the Messiah 
of the future, not of the present ; you will understand when you 
shall see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven.'' Lk. 
also has a'l!'O rov vvv.-lrr{] Mk. has µ.era. See on 2430, where 
Mk. in the parallel has lv vecpl>..ai,. µ.era occurs in Theodotion's 
VS of Dn 713• See Gould on Mk 1460• 

M 65. Then the high priest rent his garments, saying, He has 
blasphemed; what further need have we of witnesses ? lo, now ;·e 
have heard the blasphemy.] Mk. has : " And the high priest rent 

1 4('1'1 does not occur in Mk. or Lk. In Mt. 11.pn occurs 4 times, and 
including a.1r' 11.pr, 7 times. In 2339 and 2629 d1r' IJ.pr1 means "from the present 
moment." But in 2664 this meaning cannot be pressed, because the period 
between the moment of utterance and the resurrection must in any case be 
excluded from the scope of the phrase. It is probably used here in the sense 
"hereafter" with the implication" soon." On a.1r' 11.pn, see Abbott,Johannine 
Grammar, 1915, vi. 
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his clothes, and saith, What further need have we of witnesses? 
ye have heard the blasphemy."-ToTEJ see on 27.-Ta ip.aTla] a 
more ordinary word than Mk.'s Tovs- x1Twvas-. See DCG i. p. 209. 

66. What thz'nk ye7 And they answered and said, He is M 
worthy of death.] Mk. has : " What seemeth it to you ? And 
they all adjudged Him to be worthy of death." 

67, 68. Then they spat in His face, and buffeted Him; and M 
some smote Him, saying, Prophesy to us, Thou Anointed One, Who 
is he who struck Thee?] Mk. has: "And some began to spit upon 
Him, and to cover His face, and to buffet Him, and to say to Him, 
Prophesy. And the servants received Him with blows.:'-ToTEJ 
see on 27.-«1vii1rTvcrav] Mt. frequently avoids Mk.'s ~p~avro. 
He telescopes Mk.'s •p.1rTvEiv avT'f Kal. 1rEptKaAV1TTEtv avTov To 
7TpOCTW7TOV into EV£7TTV<Tav Eis- TO 1rpoCTW11'0V avTOV : but his added 
clause, T{s- lcrTiv o ,ra{cras- crE, seems to imply reminiscence of the 
omitted words. In oi Se lpa11'tcrav he abbreviates Mk.'s Kal. oi 
iJ,r71plrai pa11'{CTp.amv avTOV e>..af3ov. The addition, "Who is he 
that struck Thee?" which Lk. also has, is no doubt intended to 
explain ,rpocp~TEvcrov. It may, however, be doubted whether the 
verb in Mk. has not a more general reference, such as " Prophesy 
now the destruction of the Temple"; cf. Mk v.58. In view of 
Mt.'s explanatory clause, it is extraordinary that he should have 
omitted the "covering" of the face. 

69. And Peter sat outside in the court; and there came to him M 
a maid-servant, saying, And thou wast with Jesus the Galilean f] 
Mk. has : "And whilst Peter was below in the court, there cometh 
one of the maid-servants of the high priest ; and seeing Peter warm
ing himself, she looked at him, and saith, And thou wast with the 
Nazarene, Jesus? "-l~w] in the outer court. Mk. has Ka.Tw.
lKa07JTo J (Lk. also has Ka0~p.EVov) refers back to v. 58.-,rpocr~MEv] 
see on 48• Mt. avoids thus Mk.'s hist. pres.-I'a>..i>..alov] for 
Mk.',s Na{ap71vov, which Mt. elsewhere omits, e.g. in 2080 and 285• 

70. And he denz'ed before them all, sayz'ng, I know not what M 
thou sayest.] Mk. has: "And he denied, saying, I know not, 
nor understand what thou sayest." For Mt.'s omission of the 
redundant oilTE E11'{crTap.ai, see Introduction, p. xxv.-ovK oi8a] 
So Lk. Mk. has oilTE oi8a. See on Lk 2257. 

71. And another saw him when he had gone out into the M 
gateway, and saith to those there, This man was with Jesus the 
Nazarene.] Mk. has: "And he went outside into the antecourt; 
and the maid-servant saw him, and began to say to those who stood 
by that this man is (one) of them."-a'.U71] Mt. infers from the 

. change of scene that the ~ 11'at8tcrK7J of Mk. was different from the 
maid-servant of the previous verse.-o~os- ~v, K.T.A.] Mt. assimi
lates to the previous charge, but substitutes for Mk.'s Na{ap71vov, 
Na,wpa{ov: cf. 223.->..lyEi] Avoiding, as often, Mk.'s ~ptarn. Mt. 
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omits Mk.'s on, as often, and 11"a.At11, which would not harmonise 
with llirJ, 

M 72. And again he denied with an oath that, I know not the 
man.] Mk. has : "And he denied again."-~p11~CTaTo] assimilating 
to v. 70, and avoiding Mk.'s imperfect ~pvlirn. 

M 73. And after a little while there came they who stood (there), 
and said to Peter, Truly thou also art (one) of them; for thy speech 
betrayeth thee.] Mk. has : " And after a little again they who 
stood by were saying to Peter, Truly thou art ( one) of them; for thou 
art a Galilean." Mt. omits Mk.'s 7l"a.At11, as often.-7l"pOCT£A0011T£s] 
see on 43.-Kal yap, K.T.A.] is apparently an explanatory inter• 
pretation of Mk.'s "for thou art a Galilean." Mt. supposes that 
this was an inference from S. Peter's language or pronunciation. 
See Dalm. Words, p. 80. 

M 74. Then he began to imprecate, and to swear that, I know not 
the man. And immediately the cock crew.] Mk. has : " And he 
began to imprecate, and to swear that, I know not this man of 
whom you speak. And immediately the cock crew a second 
time."--T6T£] see on 27.-KaTa0£fLaT{(£t11] only here for Mk.'s 
a11a8£fLaT{(£t11, which occurs three times in Acts 23. With either 
word the meaning is "to invoke a curse on himself if his state• 
ment were not true."-Kat £v0vs] Mk. adds £K owdpov (om. 
~ L); cf. Us in v.30 (om. ~ C* D) and v. 72 (om. ~ C* D). 

M 75. And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, who said that 
Before the cock crow, thrice thou shaft deny Me. And he went out
side, and wept bitterly.] Mk. has: "And Peter remembered the 
word, how Jesus said to him that, Before the cock crow twice, thrice 
thou shalt deny Me. And l1l"l/3aAw11 he was weeping." If the 
text of S. Mark which lay before Mt. had Us in vv. 30 and 72, and 
£K owripov in v. 72, Mt. has probably omitted all three for the same 
reasons that have caused so many changes in the Western copies 
of Mk. See WH, § 323, and p. 330.-Tov p~fLaTos] so Lk. Mk. 
has TO p~fLa, lt£A0w11 ltw, which occurs also in Lk., seems to be a 
substitute for, or interpretation of, Mk.'s difficult fri/3a>..w11. See 
Swete, and especially Moulton, p. 131.-lKA.avCT£11] aor., as often, 
for Mk.'s imperfect.--7l"tKpws] is added by Mt. (and Lk.) to 
emphasise the point. See Hastings, DCG i. p. 444. 

73. OTJA6P <Te 1ro1ei] D latt S1 have 0µ011ifei =" is like," i.e. "resembles 
theirs." 

XXVII. 1, 2. From Mk 1 51• 

M 1. And when it was morning, all the chief priests and the elders 
of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death.] Mk. 
has : "And immediately in the morning the chief priests, with the 
elders, and scribes, and all the Sanhedrin, made a council."-
7l"pw{as OE y£11ofLtllrJS] for Mk.'s Kal £v0ils 11"pw{. Mt. substitutes 
OE for Kal, and omits ,Mus, as often.-CTVfL/3ovA.io11 EAa/3011] see Oil 
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1214• Mk. has crvp,. 1roi~cravTE,. Mt. here, as in 264i, omits Kat 
ypap,p,aTiwv, and adds after 1rpEcr/3vTEpoi, Tov A.aov. He omits Kal. 
oAov To crVYl8pwv as superfluous, but adds, perhaps as compensa
tion, 'JrltVTE', before oi &pxupli,; cf. Lk. c'I1rav TO 'JrA.~0o, avTWV. 

2. And bound Him, and led Him away, and delivered Him to M 
Pi/ate the governor.] Mk. has : " Bound Jesus, and carried Him 
away, and delivered Him to Pilate."-&1r~yayov] cf. 2657 for Mk.'s 
O,,r~vEyKav. Lk. has ~yayov.--rce 'l))'EJJ,6vi] Mt. uses this word of 
Pilate 7 times, Mk. o, Lk. 1 (2020). Mt. adds also the clause, 
KaTa TOV 'l1J<TOV 6J<TTE OavaTw<TaL avTOV: cf. 2659• 6J<TTE with the 
infinitive here expresses purpose; cf. Moulton, p. 207. 

3-10. Mt. here adds an incident which has no parallel in Mk. 
or Lk. 

3. Then Judas, who delivered Him up, when he saw that He was P 
condemned, repented, and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders, saJ-ing.]-T6TE] see on 2 7.-p,ErnJJ-EA1J0El,] 
as in 21 30- 32.-lcrTpEt/;E] is not used elsewhere in an active sense in 
the N.T.; cf. Is 388• 

4. I sinned when I betrayed righteous blood.] P 
And they said, What i's that to us 7 Thou shall see (to that).] P 
5. And he cast the silver into the temple, and went away and P 

hanged himseif.]-pltf;a,] as in 1530.-£1, Tov va6v] va6, in 2316• 21• 35 

2661 is used of the shrine. Judas could hardly literally cast the 
money into this shrine, into which none but priests entered. He 
may have cast it down in the court of the priests.-&vExwp1JcrE] see 
on 2 12.-Kat d1rEA.0wv &~ytaTo] cf. ·2 s 1723 Kat &1r~MEV-Kat 
O,,r~ytaTO. 

6. And the chief priests took the silver, and said, It is not lawful P 
to put them into the corban, for it is the price of blood.] Kopf3avas is 
an Aramaism. It is used in Jos. Wars, ii. 176, for the money 
hoarded in the Temple (Tov iEpov 0'1]<Tavp6v KaAEtTaL 8e Kopf3avas). 
This was collectively " the offering " par excellence. But the term 
is not so used in Rabbinic writings. 

7. And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's P 
field,for a bun"al-place for strangers.]-<TVp,/3ov>..wv Aa/3ovTE,] see 
on r 2 14• 

8. Wherefore that field was called, Field of Blood, unto this P 
day.] 

9, 10. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken through Jeremiah 0 
tlze prophet, saying, And I took the thirty pieces of silver, the pn·ce 
of Him that was priced, whom they of the children of Israel did 
price, and I gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed 

. 111e.]---T6TE i1rA1Jpw01J] See Introduction, p. lxi. 
The passage alluded to is, no doubt, Zee ul3. The good 

shepherd of Israel received as wages from the rulers of the people 
a paltry sum. He was bidden to cast it to the potter. So he 
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cast it to the potter in J ehovah's house. The quotation in Mt. 
seems to play upon the facts of the narrative with reference to this 
passage. Christ was the Good Shepherd. He had been estimated 
at a paltry sum, thirty pieces of silver, by the rulers of the people. 
This sum should therefore be cast to the potter, or, by a slight 
change in the Hebrew, into the treasury (i~l~ for i~l1). It is 
probable that in Zee u 13 ;~~ is original. It alone gives a good 
sense, and a reason for iW11 1"11:l. Why should the potter be in 
Jehovah's house? The treasury was naturally there. The M.T. 
may have substituted iW from a feeling that the sum thus despised 
was not good enough for the sacred treasury. Just so the chief 
priests in Mt. will not put the sum into the treasury, but give it for 
the potter's field. Cf. Wellhausen on Zee II 13. 

Kat V,.a/301• Ta -rputKOVT« apyvpia] Zee I r13 has Kat 1) .. a(3ov TOVS 
Tpt&.KovTa apyvpov,.-T~V TlfJ.~V TOV T€TlfJ.YJfJ.€VOV Sv ETl/J.~<TaVTO ,bro 
viwv 'Iupa~"-] seems to be a loose translation of the previous 
words of Zechariah, c;,1,yr., 11"1ip1 ;e,~ ;p1;, ,,~. The LXX is quite 
d. a ' ~~ ' ' ' ' ' ' ~ ' ] t b 1uerent.-Kat £OWKa avTa £LS Tov aypov -rov K£paµ.£w, seems o e a 
loose translation of i~l1i1 ,~-,n~ 71,eo~,. The Tov ayp6v appears 
to be due to the translator allowing the facts upon which he is 
commenting to creep into his translation ; cf. v.7. Ka0a <TVVlmtl 
µ.oi Kvpios looks like a reminiscence of 1,~ i11i11 ;r.,~1,, Zee 1113 ; in 
the LXX language of Ex 912 Ka0a uvvlmt£v Kvpio,. The addition 
of this clause and the rst pers. in the original make it clear 
that l3wKa, and not l3wKav, is the right reading. The action of the 
prophet in casting his rejected wages to the potter is regarded by 
the translator as prophetical of the action of the Sanhedrin in 
rejecting the proffered wages of Judas, and giving them for the 
potter's field. The application of the prophecy in this connection 
is clearly based upon two or three traditional facts. Judas had 
thrown the money into the Temple ; cf. ;,i;i1 1"11:l ,n~ 71,eo~,. The 
Sanhedrin refused to put it into the treasury ; cf. the probable 
emendation of ,~,~ into i~l\ The money thus rejected was 
applied to the purchase of a potter's field ; cf. i~11i1 ,~-,n~ 71,eo~,. 
The translator seems to have had the Hebrew text in his mind, 
and to have quoted from memory. From his acquaintance with 
the variant readings ,~,~ and iW ( cf. for the former the renderings 
of Pesh. and Targ. Jon.), and from the way in which both words are 
alluded to in the narrative (for,~,~, cf. v.6 Tov Kop{3avu.v), we may 
infer that the writer of this narrative was also the translator of the 
quotation, and that he was thoroughly versed in Rabbinical methods 
of exegesis. See Hastings, DCG i. p. 91 r. 

The narrative as it now stands seems to carry with it some 
traces of the style of the editor of the Gospel. T6n, see on 2 7• 

avaxwpEiv, IC in Mt., I in Mk., 0 in Lk.; <TVµ.{3ovALOV Aaµ.{3&.vnv, 5 in 
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Mt. ; and uvvr&.uu£iv, 3 in Mt. may be claimed as such. On the 
other hand, Kop/3avas, and the quotation in 9• 10, based as it is upon 
the Hebrew, and suggestive of Rabbinical method, point to a 
Hebrew or Aramaic original for the section. The story is clearly 
one in which existing tradition led to the application to it of the 
prophecy. And such a detail as the strangers' burial-ground is too 
meaningless to be accounted for as a literary invention. It seems, 
therefore, probable that the narrative formed one of a cycle of 
Palestinian traditions known to the editor of the Gospels. A 
different tradition is given in Acts 118•19• 

The attribution of the prophecy to Jeremiah may· be due to 
reminiscence of Jer 3637•39 LXX (purchase of a field), combined 
with 182 (the potter). 

4. a!Kaiov] B2 mg L a b c d g1 q S1 "blood of the righteous" ; d8,;lo11, 
NAB* al. 

6,j,«] U r ; 6'f'l/, N A B al; "thou shalt know," S1• 

5, els TOP 11a611] NB L; Ell T,;l va,;l, AC al, 
9. aui] add 'Iepeµ.lov, N A B al; om. 33 157 a b S1• The omission is 

so natural that it seems probable that the word is genuine. 
10. tawKa] N 122 S ; l6wKa11, B al. See above. 

11-26. From Mk 158-15• 

11. And Jesus stood still before the governor: and the governor M 
asked Him, saying, Art Thou the King of the Jews Y And Jesus 
said, Thou sayest.] Mk. has : "And Pilate asked Him, Art Thou 
the King of the Jews? And He answered and saith to him, Thou 
sayest."-b ~E 'I71uoiis lCTTa.()71 lµ:rrpoufhv rov ~£µ.6vos] With this E 
connecting link Mt. returns to Mk.'s narrative.-Alywv] is inserted 
also in Lk.-lcf>71] So Lk. Mk. has At-yn. For tro >..ly£is, cf. 
uv £i71'as, 2625• 64• 

12. And when He was accused by the chief priests and elders, :m: 
He answered nothing.] Mk. has : " And the chief priests were 
accusing Him much.'' Mt. avoids, as often, Mk.'s imperf. and the 
adverbial 7rolla.-d.11'£Kplvaro] The classical middle is rare in the 
N.T. It occurs only once in Mk 1468, where Mt. omitted it, and 
in Mt. only here, where it seems, therefore, to be a reminiscence 
of the clause omitted from Mk 1468 ; but Mt., as usual, has only a 
single negative; see on 2714• On d.71'£Kplvaro, see Abbott,Johannine 
Grammar, 2 5 3 7. 

13. Then Pilate saith to Him, Dost Thou not hear how many M 
thz'ngs they witness against Thee Y] Mk. has: "And Pilate again 
was asking Him, saying, Dost Thou not answer anything 1 See 
of how many things they accuse Thee."-r6r£] see on 27• Mt., as 
often, omits Mk.'s 71'&.\.iv, and avoids his imperf. l7r7Jp6'ra. 

14. And He did not answer him, not even to one word; so that M 
the governor marvelled great(,,.] Mk. has : "And Jesus still 

19 
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answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled." Mt. avoids, as 
usual, Mk.'s double negative, but here compensates by adding -rrpo, 
o~8e ~v p~µa. Cf. Introduction, p. xxv; Hastings, DCG i. p. 358. 

M 15. And at the feast the governor was wont to release to the 
multitude a prisoner whom they wished.] Mk. has : "And at the 
feast he was releasing to them a prisoner whom they were begging 
off."-fi(l)On-a-rro.\v£iv] to emphasise the fact that this was a 
customary concession. Mk. uses his irnperfects so indiscrimin
ately that his a-rrl.\vw might mean nothing more than "released" 
on this occasion.-Kanf] is not necessarily distributive, meaning 
"at each feast," so S1, though this was probably the idea in the 
mind of Mk., as Mt. has rightly seen. 

M 16. And they had then a prisoner of note, named Jesus Bar-
abbas.] Mk. has: "And one called Barabbas was bound with the 
rebels who had committed murder in the revolt. And the multi
tude went up, and began to ask (that he would do) as he was doing 
for them.'' See Gould and Swete on Mk 1 57• 

M 17. When, therefore, they were gathered together, Pilate said to 
them, Whom will ye that I release to you ? Jesus Barabbas, or 
Jesus who is called Anointed?] Mk. has: "And Pilate answered 
them, saying, Will ye that I release to you the King of the Jews?" 

M 18. For he knew that the_v had delivered Him up through envy.] 
Mk. has : " For he knew that the chief priests had delivered Him 
up through envy."-?i'8£i] Mt. avoids Mk.'s imperf. lylvwuKEV,
-rrapl8wKav] Mt. avoids Mk.'s pluperfect; cf. 2648• 

19. Mt. adds here: 
P And as he was sitting upon the judgement-seat, his wife sent 

to him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that righteous man: for 
I suffered much in a dream to-day on account of Him. ]-Kar' Jvap] 
only besides five times in chs. 1. 2. See on 1 20.--rroUa] this 
adverbial -rro.\.\a, which is common in Mk., occurs elsewhere in 
Mt. only twice, 138 1621, both from Mk. · 

M 20. And the chief pn·ests and the elders persuaded the multitudes 
that they should ask for Barabbds, and destroy Jesus.] Mk. has : 
"And the chief priests moved the people that he should rather 
release Barabbas to them.'' For the insertion of Kal ol -rrp£u/3vr£poi, 
cf. v.12.-rovs Jx.\ovs] plur. for Mk.'s sing., as often. See Introduc
tion, p. Ixxxvi.-l-rrnuav] for Mk.'s avlunuav, which is late and 
uncommon in the sense to "incite." Add to references in lexx. 
avauloµwoi = being "incited," Teb. Pap. 28. 20 (B.c. 114). 

M 21. And the governor answered and said to them, Whom will 
ye that I release to you of the two 7 And they said, Barabbas.] 
Mt. inserts this last clause in order to bring into the narrative 
explicitly the answer of the people to Pilate's question. In 
Mk v. 9 Pilate asks if they wish the King of the Jews to be 
released. No direct answer is given, but one is implied in v.11• 
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In v.12 Pilate "again" asks, What is then to be done to Jesus? 
They answer in v. 13 that He should be crucified. In v,14 Pilate 
asks a third question, Why should Jesus be crucified? In Mt. 
Pilate first asks whether they will have Barabbas or Christ (v.17). 
In v.21 this question is repeated in other words, and seems to be 
merely resumptive on the part of the editor, no answer having 
been given. The answer comes in the same verse. They desire 
Barabbas. Consequently in v. 22 Pilate asks a second question, 
What then is to be done with Jesus 1 And in v. 23 a third question, 
What evil had He done? The insertion of the resumptive 
question in v. 21 necessitates also the insertion of >..iyEl a~Tots b 
IlnAu.TOS in v. 22.-a?TOKpdhts 8E b ·qyEµ,wv El?TEV a~TOLS] Mk. has 
b 8£ IlnAaTOS ?TaALV a?ToKpdMs lAEyEv a~TOLS. Mt. omits ?TaAw 
because he is about to repeat the governor's first question. 

22. Pi/ate saith to them, What then shall I do to Jesus who i's M 
called Anointed 7 They all say, Let Him be crudjied.] Mk. has : 
"What then shall I do to Him whom you call the King of the 
Jews? And they cried out again, Crucify Him." 

23. And he said, What evil has He done 7 And they the more M 
were crying out, saying, Let Him be crucped.] Mk. has: "And 
Pilate said to them, Why, what evil has He done? And they the 
more cried out, Crucify Him."-lKpa{ov] Mk. has the aor. The 
position is generally the reverse. But in Mk. A D al I 69 346 
have lKpa{ov, and so probably S1• 

24, 215. Mt. here interpolates two verses : 
24, 215. And Pilate, seeing that he avails nothing, but that rather P 

a tumult results, took water, and washed his hands before the 
multitude, saying, I am guiltless of the blood of this righteous man : 
ye shall see (to it). And all the people answered and said, His blood 
(be) on us and on our children.] Cf. Ev. Peter: 11 And no one of 
the Jews washed his hands, neither Herod nor any of his judges." 

26. Then he released Barabbas to them ; but he scourged Jesus, M 
and delivered Him to be crucped.] Mk. has : 11 And Pilate, being 
willing to content the multitude, released Barabbas to them ; and 
he delivered Jesus, when he had scourged Him, to be crucified.
Tov U] So Lk. Mk. has Kal. Mt. substitutes U, as often. 

16, 17. S1 1* n8 209* add 'I.,croO, before Ba.pafJ{JiJ., in v.16, and 
'I.,croDv TOI' before Ba.pa.fJ{JiJ.v in v. 17• For the reading, see Burkitt's excellent 
note, Evang-elion Da Mepharreshe, ii. 277. The reading was known to 
Origen, who says that it was not found in many copies, forsi'tan recte ut ne 
nomen Jesu conveniat alicui iniquorum. Origen's negative testimony, that 
it was found in some copies, and his unwillingness to accept it, is almost 
decisive proof in favour of its genuineness. It is accepted by Burkitt, Zahn, 
Merx. But see WH. 

27-156. From Mk 1516•41• Mk 1516•20" is omitted by Lk. 
27. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Pree- M 
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torium, and gathered to Him all the band.] Mk. has : " And the 
soldiers led Him away within the court which is the Pr::etorium, 
and call together all the band.-T6n] see on 2 7.-ds T6 1rpam.opwv] 
Mt. dovetails, as often, a twofold phrase of Mk.'s; cf. Intro
duction, p. xxv. Mk. has "within the court which is the Pr::e
torium"; "within" as opposed to the space outside the palace 
where the tribunal was set up, v.19.-avA~s] i.e. the court in the 
palace of Herod which was used as the Pr::etorium or residence 
of the governor when he was at Jerusalem ; cf. Sanday, Sacred 
Sites, pp. 55 ff.-uvnfyayov] avoiding, as often, Mk.'s hist. pres. 

M 28. And they stripped Him, and put round Him a scarlet cloke.] 
Mk. has: "And they put on Him a purple robe, and put round 
Him.'' The "scourging" of v.26 has already implied stripping. 
In Mk. the Kal 1rEpm0lauiv has as object the crown of thorns. 
Mt. seems to have supposed that both verbs referred to the robe. 
1r£pLTl87Jµt may be used of either object. For uTtcpavov, cf. Eur. 
Med. 984, and for XAaµv<ia, Sapph. 68. We should expect Mt. to 
omit one verb; cf. Introduction, p. xxiv.1 But instead he converts 
lv<ii<ivuKnv into lK<ivnv, unobservant of the fact that the action 
implied in this verb was unnecessary. He avoids as usual Mk.'s 
hist. presents.-xAaµv<ia KOKKtv7J11] The chlamys was generally a 
military garment, but was worn also by kings. Mk. has 1ropcpvpa. 

M 29. And they wove a crown of thorns, and put it on His head, 
and a reed in His right hand: and kneeling down before Him, they 
mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews I J Mk. has : "-having 
woven a crown of thorns, and began to salute Him, Hail, King of 
the Jews.''-f3autAEv] see Moulton, p. 71.2 

Mt., having transferred Mk.'s 1r£pin8lauiv to the previous clause, 
is obliged to insert a conjunction Ka[ and a new verb l1rl87JKav, 
and adds l1rl ~- K£cpaA~s avTov. He inserts also Kal KaA.aµov lv rfi 
<iE[i~ avTov, taking the "reed" from Mk v.19, where it seems point
less and out of place. The Kal yovv1TETI7uavTE<; lµ1rpou8EV avTov 
lvl1rai[av avTqi is also anticipated from Mk 19 Kal n8lvTE<; Tct. 
y6vam 1T,OO<T£KVVOVV avTqi. Mt. substitutes yovv1T£T~TUVT£<;; cf. 1714 

Mk 1 40 1017, and changes 1rpou£Kvvovv into the lvl1rai[av of Mk v.20• 

M 30. And they spat upon Him, and took the reed, and beat upon 
His head.] Mk. has : "And they beat His head with a reed, and 
were spitting on Him."-.lµ1rnuaVT£s] Mt. avoids Mk.'s imperfect, 
as often. 

M 31. And when they had mocked Hi'm, they stripped Him of the 
cloke, and put His own garments on Hi'm.] so Mk., with 1ropcpvpa 
as in v.17 for XAaµv<ia. 

M And they led Him away to crucify Him.] Mk. has: "And they 
1 However, t(ca B D 157 a b clf2 q S1 do omit 1repd871Ka11 afrrie, and have 

Kai i11lov<Ta11 for Kai hiiv<Ta11us. This may be the original text. 
2 t( A L have o {Ja<Ti°Xevs=" Hail you ' King'" (Moulton). 
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lead Him out in order that they may crucify Him."-a7TTJyayo1,] 
avoiding, as often, Mk.'s hist. pres. Lk. also has a'll"~yayov. 

82. And as they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene, by M 
name Simon: him they impressed, that he might bear His cross.] 
Mk. has: "And they impress a passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian, 
coming from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, that 
he may bear His cross."-~yyaprnuav] see on 541• Mt. avoids, as 
often, Mk.'s hist. pres. Mt. omits lpx6p,£VOV a'II"' aypov ="coming 
from work "; cf. Berakhoth 4 h, perhaps because work would not 
have been possible on the first day of Unleavened Bread. See 
on p. 2 7 2. He also omits "the father of Alexander and Rufus" ; 
cf. Introduction, p. xxxvi.-Zva llPTJ TOV umvpov avTov] cf. Artem. 
Oneir. ii. 56 : ;, JJ,EAAWV avni] 7rpOUTJAOVU0ai 1rp6upov aVTOV {3au,-a(n, 
and note on 1038• 

88. And they came to a place called Golgotha, that i's (a place) M 
called Skull-place.] Mk. has: "And they bring Him to the 
Golgotha-place, that is being interpreted 'skull '-place."-l'A.06VT£s] 
avoiding, as often, Mk.'s hist. pres. Lk. also has ~Mav.-I'o,\.yo0a] 
is the Aramaic Nri,~)~) ="a skull.'' For the dropping of the 
second~. cf. Dalm. Gram.2 p. 166. 

84. And gave Him to drink wine mixed with gall: and He tasted, M 
and would not drink.] Mk. has : "And they were giving Him 
drugged wine: and He did not take it.''-lllwKav] aor. for Mk.'s 
imperf., as often.-o!vov JJ,£To. xo>..'Yjs JJ,Ep,iyp,lvov] for Mk.'s lup,vpvtu
p,l.vov o!vov, probably with reference t9 Ps 6822 lllwKav-xo'A.~v, Kal 
-Jtos, and perhaps to avoid Mk.'s rare up,vpvl(£iv.-otvov] A N al 
have Jtos; ff omits. Jtos is a further assimilation to the LXX. 

85. And they crucified Him, and divided His garments by M 
casting lot.] Mk. has: "And they crucify Him, and divide His 
garments, casting lot over them (to determine) what each should 
take.''-umvp~uavT£s-lli£JJ,EpluavTo] avoiding, as often, Mk.'s hist. 
presents. For lli£p,£p{uaVTo, cf. Ps 2119• 

86. And sitting down they guarded Him there.] Mk. has: M 
"And it was the third hour, and they crucified Him.'' But for 
lu,-avp~uav, D ff2 kn have lcpv,\.auuov. Mt. seems to have had this 
in his text of Mk. Mt. seems to have wished to avoid Mk.'s 
difficult third hour; cf. Jn 1914.-lK£i:] Lk. also has this. 

87. And they placed above His head His accusation written, M 
Thz's i's Jesus the King of the Jews.] Mk. has: "And the inscrip
tion of His accusation was written, The King of the Jews.''-o~Tos] 
Lk. also adds this. 

88. Then are crucified with Him two robbers, one at the right M 
lzand, and one at the left.] Mk. has : " And they crucify with 
Him two robbers, one at (His) right hand, and one at His left."
umvpovVTai] hist. pres., contrary to Mt.'s custom. Passive for 
active, see Introduction, p. xxiii. 
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M 39. And the passers-by were blaspheming Him, shaking their 
heads.] so Mk. Cf. La 2 15• 

M 40. And saying, Thou destroyer of the temple, and builder (of it) 
in three days, save Thyself. If Thou art the Son of God, come down 
from the cross.] Mk. has : "Ah, Thou destroyer of the Temple, 
and builder of it in three days, save Thyself by coming down from 
the cross."-o KaraMwv] See Moulton, p. 127, who translates 
"you would-be destroyer."-El vlos EI roii 0rnv] Lk. also has El 
oliros lCT'TLV a Xpiuros TOV 0rnv. 

M 41. Likewise also the chief priests mocking with the scribes and 
elders, said.] Mk. has : " Likewise also the chief priests mocking 
to one another with the scribes, said." For the insertion of Kal. 
7rp£u/3vrlp""'• cf. vv.12• 20• 

M 42. Others He saved; Himself He cannot save. He is Israel's 
king. Let Him come down now from the cross, and we will believe 
upon Him.] Mk. has : " Others He saved ; Himself He cannot 
save. Let the Anointed, the King of Israel, come down now from 
the cross, that we may see and believe."-mCT'TEuuop.Ev] Mk. has 
two verbs ; cf. Introduction, p. xxv. 

Mt. here adds : 
E 43. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He desires 

Him : for He said, I am the Son of God.] The first clause is 
similar to Ps 21 9 ~A1l"LU£V brl Kvptov pvuau0w avr6v. - OT£ {}l.\ti 
avr6v. The second is an allusion to Wis 2 18 El yap luriv a 
UKaLO!, vlos 0Eov-pvU£Ta£ avr6v. The verse is probably due to 
the editor. 

M 44. Likewise also the robbers who were crucified with Him, 
were reviling Him.] Mk. has : " And they who were being crucified 
with Him, were reviling Him." 

M 45. And from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land unto the ninth hour.] Mk. has : "And when it was the 
sixth hour, there was darkness over the whole land unto the ninth 
hour."-'-n] may mean "earth"; so in Mk I J27• 81 (where, however, 
the contrast with heaven requires it) 2 10• But here there is 
nothing to suggest that it means more than " land of Israel" ; 
cf. Ev. Peter 5, O"KOTO!, Karluxc 7ra,uav T~V 'Iovoalav, and Ex 1022 

ly£V£TO O"KOTO!. £'1!'f. 71'0.Uav y~v Aiywrov. 
M 46. And about the ninth hour Jesus called out in a loud voice, 

saying, Elei, Elei, lema Sabaqthani? that is, My God, My God, wh_v 
didst Thou forsake Me?] Mk. has: "And at the ninth hour Jesus 
called out in a loud voice, Eloi:, EloY, lama Sabaqthani, which is 
being interpreted, My God, My God, why didst Thou forsake 
Me?"-~.\d] Mt. hebraises Mk.'s l.\w{with reference to Ps 221• 

'E.\w{ is the Aramaic ';:,?~, the w for a being due to the influence 
of the Hebrew 'iJ~~; see Dalm. Gram. 2 p. 156. Mk.'s .\a,ua (B D) 
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also shows reminiscence of the Hebrew. Mt. and Mk. (1-: C L) 
have the Aramaic AEp,&.; see Dalm. p. 221.-ua,8ax0avd] is the 
Aramaic •)np:it:'. The Et, as in pa,8,8£{, is to be pronounced c ; see 
Dalm. p. 147, Anm. 4. Ps 221 runs •)n:m., ilr.l' ''N •,N. The 
words as uttered in Aramaic would be •)np:iw No, 'il'N 1nSN, Mk. 
has slightly Hebraised in i>..w{, Mt. entirely in 71>..d, Mk. also in 
>..ap,&.. D in .Mk. has {aq,0&.vn, which may be a further assimilation 
to the Hebrew, and represent 1)11:lTY, since D seems to assimilate 
the whole verse to the Hebrew reading, 71>..l. 71>..l. Aap,a {atf,0t1.vi. Lk. 
omits the whole verse.-0n1 Mk. has & 0£6s. For the vocative 
case, see Blass, p. 87. Ps 212 has & 0£6s & 0£6s p,'ov-iva ,,.{ 
iyKaT£At7rES JLE, Mk. has & 0e6s p,ov & 0e6s µ.ov Eis,,.{. Mt. 0d p,ov 0£1. 
p,ov iva ,,.{. Mt. assimilates Mk.'s Eis ,,.{ to the LXX.-iyKaTtAt'll"ES] 
D in Mk. has <1vd8iua,, probably to soften the harshness of the 
idea of Christ's entire abandonment by God. Lk. omits the verse 
altogether. 

47. And some of those who stood there heard, and saz'd that He M 
calls Elt'as. l Mk. has : " And certain of the bystanders heard, 
and said, Lo, He calls Elias." Mt.'s change of Mk.'s i>..w{ into the 
Hebrew 71AE{ may be due to the fact that the latter sounds more 
like Elias than the former in Greek, though not in Hebrew. The 
bystanders were probably Jews. 1nSN = my God, might be inten
tionally perverted into i'l'SN = Elijah, by a Jew. See Gould. 

48. And immedz'ately one of them ran, and took a sponge, and M 
filled z't with vinegar, and put t't on a reed, and gave Him to dn"nk.] 
Mk. has: "And one ran and filled a sponge with vinegar, and put 
it on a reed, and gave Him to drink."-Kal. d10Jws 8pap,,J,v] Mk. 
has 8paµ.?,w 8E Tls. We should expect the position to be reversed. 
D has Kal. 8pap,ti>v ets Kal. 'll"A~<Tas in Mk. Mt. probably had this in 
his copy of Mk.-7r,\17uas TE] Mk. never has T£. It occurs again 
in Mt 2210 2812. Mk.'s ,,.{s or eis is vague. Was it one of the 
guards, or a Jewish onlooker? The latter is not impossible. Mt., 
by adding U a&wv, probably interprets of the Jewish bystanders. 

49. And the rest said, Stay, let us see whether Elias is coming to M 
save Him.] Mk. has : " Saying, Let us see whether Elias is coming 
to take Him down.'' In Mk. it is the offerer of the vinegar who, as 
he gave the Lord to drink, said, "Let us see," etc. But Mt. infers 
from the plural 'l.8wp,ev that it was not the offerer of the vinegar, but 
the bystanders who said, " Let us see." He therefore substitutes 
for >..fywv, oi 8E Aot7rol. ei'll"av, changes "AtpeTe into a<pE,, "And the 
rest said, Stay " (i.e. "do not relieve Him"), and changes Ka0e>..liv 
a&6v into u,J,uwv. " Let us see if Elias will come to His assist
ance.'' For Mk.'s a<peTE i8wp,ev, cf. Mt 74.-uwuwv] For the rare 
fut. part., see Blass, p. 37. See also Moulton, p. 356 n. 

liO. And Jesus, again having cn"ed with a loud voice, gave up the M 
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spirit.] Mk. has: "And Jesus, having uttered a loud cry, expired." 
-Kpa[as-] Mk. has acf,d~. Mt. takes this verb, and adding To 
1rvdiµa, substitutes it for Mk.'s J1;i1rv£vcr£v, possibly to emphasise the 
voluntariness of Christ's death; cf. Jn 1980• For acf,l£vai TO 1rv£vµa, 
cf. acf,frvai T~V lflvx~v, Gn 3518• For acf,frvai <p(l)V~v, cf. Gn 45 2• 

M 51. And behold the veil of the Temple was rent from the top to 
the bottom into two.] Mk. has: "And the veil of the Temple was 
rent into two from the top to the bottom."-l3ov] See on 120.

To Kam1rlmcrµa Tov vaov] Jerome says that the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews had superliminare for KaTa1r£Tacrµa. "In Evangelio 
cujus srepe fecimus mentionem superliminare templi infinitre 
magnitudinis fractum esse atque divisum legimus," In toe. "In 
Evangelio autem quad Hebraicis literis scriptum est legimus non 
velum templi scissum sed superliminare templi mirre magnitudinis 
corruisse," Ep. 120. 8. Jos. Wars, vi. 299, records, amongst other 
portents that preceded the fall of Jerusalem, the following: "At 
that feast which we call Pentecost ..• the priests felt a quaking, 
and heard a great noise ; and after that heard a sound as of a 
great multitude, saying, 'Let us depart hence.'" In B.Joma 39b it 
is said that, amongst other signs which happened forty years before 
the destruction of the Temple, "the doors of the Temple opened 
of themselves until Rabbi Jochanan ben Zaccai rebuked them, 
saying, ' 0 Temple, Temple! Why troublest thou thyself? I 
know that thy end is near.'" Zahn may be right in suggesting 
that all these accounts are reminiscences of an event that happened 
at the porch of the Temple at the period of the crucifixion. A 
cleavage in the masonry of the porch, which rent the outer veil 
and left the Holy Place open to view, would account for the 
language of the Gospels, of Josephus, and of the Talmud. 

Mt. here adds: 
P 52, 53. And the earth was shaken, and the rocks were rent; 

and the tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints that 
had fallen asleep arose, and came out of the tombs after His 
resurrection ; and entered into the Holy City, and were made 
manifest to many.] The passage probably comes from Mt.'s cycle 
of Palestinian traditions. The cause of the rending of the veil was 
an earthquake, which also exposed the bodies of the dead by 
laying bare their graves. These dead saints, whose rest was so 
rudely shattered, appeared to many in the city. Mt. adds this 
account to the Marean record, but interpolates a clause which is 
inconsistent with the obvious meaning of the tradition. If Christ 
was the first-fruits of them that slept, how could His resurrection 
have been preceded by that of these saints? Under the influence 
of some such idea the editor adds the caution, "after His resurrec
tion." Or had his authority, "After their resurrection"; and did he 
by mistake or purposely alter " their" to " His" ?-tyEpcrls-] occurs 
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only here in N. T.-T~v &.y{av ?T6Aiv I] cf. 45.-lv£<pav{u011uav] only 
here in Mt. On the verb as signifying a visible manifestation, see 
Abbott,Johannine Vocabulary, 1716 n. Cf. Buddhist and Chn·stian 
Gospels, p. 189: "When the Lord entered into Nirvana, a great 
earthquake, terrific and tremendous, accompanied His entry into 
Nirvana." 

54. And the centurion, and they who were guarding fesus with M 
him, when they saw the earthquake, and the things which happened, 
feared exceedingly, saying, Truly this was a Son of God.] Mk. 
has : "And the centurion,• who stood by over against Him, seeing 
that He so expired, said, Truly this man was a Sori of God." 
-lKaT6VTapxos] Mk. has K£vrvplwv (also vv.44• 45), which does not 
occur elsewhere in the N.T. lKaT6vTapxo<; (11<;) occurs some twenty
two times in the LXX. Lk. also has iKaT6vrnpX1J<;, and To y£V6p.£Vov 
= Mt.'s Ta yiv6,uwa.-Kal oi ,U£T. awov, K,T,A.] Mt. seems to have 
regarded Mk.'s t, 1rap£<TT1)K6''> lt lvaVT{ar; aliTov as an unnecessary 
tautology, and to have substituted "and those who," etc.-lS6VT£<; 
' ' ] Mk h ~ ~ '"' (D ~ ' ' TOIi (T£L!T,UOV . as : OT! OVTW', £~£'1TV£V(T£V : OVTW', avTOV 

KpJ.(aVTa, referring the oVTw,; to the "loud cry "). Mt. links on to 
his interpolated verses by substituting Tov unu,uov Kal Ta yiv6,uwa. 
-0wv vi6<;] The centurion, who may well have known that Jesus 
was popularly understood to claim to be the Son of God, expresses 
his conviction that the circumstance of His death pointed to the 
reality of the claim. 

55. And there were there many women beholding from far off, M 
who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministen'ng to Him.] Mk. has : 
"And there were also women beholding from far off,-who when 
He was in Galilee were following Him and ministering to Him,
and many others who came up with Him to Jerusalem.'' Mt. 
condenses Mk.'s prolix account, apparently omitting the last clause, 
but really incorporating it by inserting ?Tolla{ after yvva'iK£<;, and 
substituting &?T6 for iv, and ai'nv£'> for ai.-~KoAov011uav] Aor., 
as often, for Mk.'s imperfect.-tl.?To nj,; ra.\iAa{a<;] So Lk. 

56. Amongst whom were Mary of Magdala, and Mary the M 
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.] 
Mk. has : "Amongst whom were Mary of Magdala, and Mary the 
mother of James the little and of J oses, and Salome.'' The 
Sinaitic Syriac renders in both Gospels, "Mary the daughter of 
James "; and so W ellhausen. Mt. apparently identified Salome as 
the wife of Zebedee. 

57. And when z"t was evening, there came a rich man of M 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who also himself was a disciple of Jesus.] 
Mk. has : " And when it was now evening, since it was the 
preparation, i.e. the Friday, there came Joseph of Arimathea, 

1 Add to reff. on 45, Is 482 521, and cf. 7/ lepa 1r6">.1s, Philo, De Somniis, 37 
(i. 691), 71 lepo1r6">.1s, Legatio ad Caittm, 36 (ii, 587), 38 (ii. 590), 43 (ii. 596). 
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a wealthy councillor, who also himself was awaiting the kingdom 
of God.-otft[as 8i] for Kat otft[a,;, as often. Mt. omits Mk.'s note 
of time. The brd ~v 1rapa<TK£V~ in Mk.'s source probably referred 
to the eve of the Passover and of the Sabbath, which in this year 
probably coincided. Mk., who has identified the last supper with 
the Passover meal, omits very probably a reference to the Passover, 
and defines 1rapa<TKru~ as being the day before the Sabbath. 
Jn 1914 is aware that the day of crucifixion was the eve of the 
Passover, 1rapa<TKW~ Tov mI.<Txa. Seep. 27r.-1r.\ov<Tw,;] for Mk.'s 
EtJ<T~µ,wv {3ov.\ruT~<;. Mt. may have had in mind Is 539 KaLTovs 
1r.\ov<Tlov,; &vrl Tov 8av1iTov.-lµ,a811rEv811] see on rJ52.-Tolivoµa] 
Lk. also has /Jv6µ,an. See Hastings, DCG i. p. 902. 

M 58. He came to Pi/ate, and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pi/ate commanded it to be given.] Mk. has: "Having dared, he 
went in to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus; and Pilate 
wondered whether He were already dead; and having called the 
centurion, asked him whether He were already dead. And 
having ascertained it from the centurion, he granted the corpse to 
Joseph." Mt. and Lk. seem to have preferred to omit Pilate's 
doubt about Christ's death, and to have consciously avoided Mk.'s 
(v.45) 1TTwµa. Lk. also has otiro<; 1rpo1n.\06Jv. 

M 59. And Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in a clean 
linen cloth.] Mk. has : "And he bought a linen cloth, and 
taking Him down, he swathed Him in the linen cloth." Mt. 
omits the purchase of the cloth, cf. p. 272, and adds Ka0apfi.. 
-lvETVA.l~Ev] Mk. has lvElA.1J<TEV. Lk. agrees with Mt. Cf. 
Abbott ( Corrections of Mark, 520 f.; Johannine Vocabulary, 
1866, Additional Note), who gives examples of the rare word 
lvrvA.L<T<TElV. 

M 60. And laid it in his new tomb, which he he-dled out in the 
rock: and having rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb, de
parted.] Mk. has: "And placed Him in a tomb, which was hewn 
out of rock, and rolled a stone against the door of the tomb." Mt. 
adds Kaivie, i.e. " unused." For the custom of using a great roll
stone like a millstone to close the entrance of the graves of 
wealthy men, see the interesting note and illustrations of Merx on 
Lk 2252-54, 

M 61. And there were there Mary of Magda/a, and the otlzer 
Mary, sitting over against the tomb.] Mk. has : " And Mary of 
Magdala and Mary (mother) of Joses were seeing where He was 
laid.''-~ a.\.\11 M.] cf. v. 56• Mk. has Map[a ~ 'Iw<T~Tos, which Well
hausen translates "the daughter of Joses." For Mt.'s insertion of 
iK£'i, cf. V. 55• 

46. 71'/l.d, 71'/l.el or 71'/l.l, most MSS S1 latt; ,!'/1.wel, B ; ,i'/1.wl, ~- N and B 
assimilate to Mk. 

'/1.Eµa.] N B L 33 ffl g1; '/1.,µa, AK al f q; '/1.o.µa (so in Mk. B D) D I b h. 
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Both in Mt. and Mk. Xeµd is best attested. Mt. seems to have hebraised in 
iJXEl. D in both Gospels hebraises the whole clause. 

49. At the end of this verse the words : dXXos OE XafJwv M"IX'Y/• lvv~•v 
avrou 'M)V .,,.>,.,vpciv Ka! i~r,MEV vowp Ka! a1µ,a, are added by ~ B C L U r 5 48 
67 u5 127*. The words seem to be a gloss derived from Jn 1934 inserted by 
some one whose memory was recalled to Jn 1934 by the ,rs i~ avrwv of the last 
verse, In spite of their strong attestation, the fact that the next verse begins 
with o OE 'I 'f/<Tovs 7r<iXw Kp<i~as, and the contradiction, in fact, between the 
statement made by the verse as here placed and the Fourth Gospel, has 
served to check the transmission of the words by later copyists. The clause 
is omitted by A D al S1 latt. 

62. -rwv a."jlwv] S1 has" the righteous"=-rwv o<Kalwv. 
56. 7/ -rou 'la.Kw{Jov Kai 'Iwo-r,,P /J,'IJT'f/P] S1 has: "daughter of James and 

mother of Joseph" ; and so in Mk 1540 " daughter of James the little, the 
mother of Joseph," and Mk 1547 "the daughter of James." In the latter 
place 'Iwo-r,-ros or 'lwo-,j,P is the reading of most MSS. D ff 2 n q and S1 have 
"ofJames." It seems clear, however, that in Mk 15•0, Mk. intended to describe 
Mary as "the mother of James and Joseph." Inv. 47 he writes the ambiguous 
7/ 'Iwo-r,-ros, which to a Semitic translator would naturally suggest "daughter of 
Joses." Yet Mk. himself can hardly have intended to suggest a different 
Mary from her of v.40, and his slovenly 7/ 'lwo-r,-ros must be taken to mean 
"mother of J oses." S1, translating daughter in accordance with Semitic 
usage, has seen the difficulty of describing this Mary in v. 40 as "mother" and 
in v. 47 as "daughter" of Joses, and has therefore assimilated to v. 40 by sub
stituting "James" for "Joseph" in v. 47• D and the Latin versions have 
apparently been influenced by the Syriac in this substitution, or may have 
made the change independently to assimilate to v. 40• 

62. Mt. here inserts vv.62-66, 

And on the morrow, which is after the Preparation, there were P 
gathered together the chief priests and the Phan"sees to Pi/ate, saying, 
Lord, we remembered that that deceiver said, whilst yet alive, After 
three days I rise again. Command therefore that the grave be 
made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come and steal 
Him, and say to the people, He is n"sen from the dead: and the last 
deception shall be worse than the first. Pilate said to them, Take a 
guard: go, make as secure as you can. And they went, and secured 
the grave (having sealed the stone) with the guard.]--1"!7 8e l1ravpwv 
;,,ric; £o-rt µ,£-ra T~v 7rapauK£v~v] is a very paraphrastic expression for 
"the morrow." According to Mt.'s reckoning, this would be the 
Sabbath, since the crucifixion took place on the Friday following 
the Passover. Why does he not say simply "on the morrow" or 
'' on the Sabbath"? He may have omitted Mk.'s note of time 
( 1542), because he felt that Mk.'s £71'£i was inexplicable. The 
burial with the prior arrangements can hardly have been com
pleted before the Sabbath entered, a?d "since it was the prepara
tion" seems therefore to be unmot1ved. He may also have felt 
that the action of the authorities in effecting the sealing and guard
ing of the grave was an unlikely course for them to have taken on 
the Sabbath, and to have avoided therefore the direct "on the 
Sabbath." But having written "on the morrow," he seems to 
have been unwilling to omit altogether Mk.'s definition of time 
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in 1542, and to have added "which is after the Sabbath " by way of 
compensation. For a similar case, where, after omitting a clause 
from Mk. he inserts it later in his narrative, cf. oMt:v a:rrEKplvaTo, 
2712.-oi <I>apiuafoi] See Introduction, pp. lxxviii f. 

p.ETd. TpE1s ,)p.ipas.] Since Mt. corrects this phrase where it 
occurs in Mk. into Tfj TpfrTJ ,)p.ipa, see on 1620, it is strange to 
find it here. 

Kov<TTw8ta] a Latin word. It occurs in a letter from Alexandria 
of A.D. 22, Ox. Pap. ii. ccxciv, 1. 20, of certain people who were 
iv KO<TTw8d'l- = "in prison." 

64. o! µa011ral (atlrov)] add vvKr6s, F G al S1• Orn. ~ A B D al latt. 

XXVIII. 1-8. From Mk 161-8_ 

M I. And after the Sabbath, at the dawning towards the first (day) 
of the week, came Mary of Magda/a and the other Mar;· to see the 
grave.] Mk. has: "And when the Sabbath was over, Mary of 
Magdala and Mary the (mother) of James, and Salome, bought 
perfumes that they might come and anoint Him. And very early 
on the first (day) of the week, they come to the tomb when the sun 
had risen."-a!frt: 8t uaf3(3,frwv] seems to correspond to Mk.'s 
8iayEVo,,.ivov Toii ua/3/3,frov. But whereas Mk. goes on to record 
something which happened on the evening after the close of the 
Sabbath, Mt. omits this, and passes on to the event of the next 
morning. His aifrt Twv ua/3/30.Twv is therefore pointless and neglig
ible. He seems to have wished to omit the "purchase," but not 
to have cared to pass over the note of time attached to it. Cf. his 
omission of the "purchase," Mk 1542• For aifrt: Twv ua/3/30.Twv in 
the -sense of "late on the Sabbath"=" after the Sabbath," cf. Blass, 
p. 97; Moulton, p. 72; Zahn, in loc.; and Dalm. Gram.2 p. 247, 
Anm. 2. It is, however, very difficult to believe that aifrE Twv uaf3-
(3frwv can mean anything else than either "as the Sabbath ended," 
or "when it had ended," 1:e. "on the evening after the Sabbath 
had drawn to a close," which is exactly what the parallel phrase in 
Mk. means ; cf. Dalm. l.c. Anm. 4. And yet this meaning is 
inconsistent with the context; for Tfj l1ruf,wuKOV<TTJ Eis p.iav ua/3/30.Twv 
corresponds to Mk.'s >dav 1rpwl Tfj p.t~ Twv ua/3/3,frwv-avan{AavTOs 
Tov ,)>..tov, and clearly means "at or about sunrise on Sunday 
morning." In other words, Mt. by omitting Mk.'s reference to 
the purchase of perfumes has combined two entirely inconsistent 
notes of time. Of course, Mt.'s two notes of time will be in 
harmony if we suppose that he wishes to correct Mk. and to place 
the visit of the women to the grave on the Saturday evening. In 
that case Tfj l.m<f,wuKovuy means "as the Sabbath was passing into 
the first day of the week," i.e. "on Saturday evening." This is the 
meaning which em<f,tiJuKnv has in Lk 2354 "the Sabbath was 
·beginning," i.e. not Saturday morning, but Friday evening. The 
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Aram. 1;m means both "dawn" and "the beginning of the 
technical day," i:e. "evening." See the note of Merx on Lk 2354• 

But it is very difficult to think that Mt. has consciously abandoned 
Mk.'s reckoning of the appearance of the angels at dawn on 
Sunday to the women, and has placed it on the Saturday evening. 
However, Mk.'s ">..{av 1rpwl -rfi p,{fl, 'TWV cra/3/3aTwv-avaT(tA.aVTO<; TOV 
TJA{ov is itself difficult (see Swete). It is possible that Mt. believed 
that the appearance of the angels to the women took place on 
Saturday evening, and that he has substituted therefore for Mk.'s 
">..{av 1rpwl, K.-r.'A., a technical Jewish phrase which expresses the 
time on Saturday evening when the Sabbath was· ending or 
had just ended. On the whole this seems the easiest view 
of the matter. Mk.'s chronology will be here, as in 14 1. 12, 

due to misunderstanding of his Aramaic authority. See on 
Lk 2354• 

0iwpijcrai -rov -r&.cpov] The motive given by Mk., lva £'A0ovuaL 
a">..dtf!wuiv avT6v, must be changed by Mt. after the insertion of 27 62•66• 

The sealing of the tomb and the setting of the guard made it 
impossible for the women to suppose that they could find access 
to the tomb. 0iwp1jcrai is a reminiscence of the omitted clause, 
Mk 1547. 

2-4. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for an angel of E 
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled away the stone, 
and sat upon it. His appearance was as lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow: and from fear of him the guards were dismayed, 
and became as dead men.] Mk. is quite different. Mt., who has 
inserted the account of the sealing of the tomb and the setting of 
the guard, could hardly follow Mk. here in his record that the 
women expected to obtain access to the tomb, and thought that 
the stone would be the only obstacle. They came to see the 
tomb only. Mk vv.8•5 have to fall out.-l8ov1 see on 1 20.-criicr
,u.6,] cf. the earthquake, 2751.-1rpocr(A8<iSv] see on 48.-aCTTpa1r111 
cf. Dn 106, and note on 172.-ws xi<iSv 1] cf. Is 1 18, Dn 79 

(Th.) Kal TO lv8vp,a av-rov wcrd xiwv AruK6v, Mt 172 D S2 latt, 
Rev 114• See Hastings, DCG i. p. 504. 

5. And the angel answered and said to the women, Fear ye not: M 
for I know that ye seek Jesus the cruet.fled.] Mk. has : " And he 
saith to them, Be not amazed; ye seek Jesus, the Nazarene, the 
crucified.'' 

6. He i's not here: for He is n"sen, even as He said. Come, see M 
the place where He lay.] Mk. has: "He is risen; He is not here: 
lo the place where they laid Him.''-Ka0ws i!1rw] Mt. anticipates 
this clause from Mk v.7, where he has reason for substituting l8ou 
i!1rov fip,'iv. See below. 

1 Cf. also Mk i}3 A D gr al latt S1, Secrets of Enock 16 "Their hands 
whiter than snow,'' Enock 1o62. 10 "his body was whiter than snow." 
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3. XevK6v] Orn. S1 C ffl g1• 2. 

6. {Ke<TO] Add O KVptos, AC D al. Omit~ B 33 S1 e.-o Kllptos] is not 
used in direct narrative of Christ in this Gospel, and is, no doubt, not genuine 
here.-ei,rev] S1 adds" to you" (fern.), a manifest error of translation. 

M 7. And go 1 quickly, and tell His disciples that He is risen from 
the dead; and, behold, He goes before you into Galilee; there ye 
shall see Him: behold, I told you.] Mk. has: "But go, tell His 
disciples and Peter that He goes before you into Galilee. There ye 
shall see Him, even as He told you." Mt. omits Kat T'l' Ilfrp<f:>- See 
below.-l8ov El,rov fiµ,'iv] Mt. interprets To'is µ,a0'Y}rn'is a~rov of the 
larger body of Christ's disciples to whom Christ had not spoken 
these words. See below. 

M 8. And they went away quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great joy; and ran to bn"ng His disciples word.] Mk. has : 
"And they went out, and fled from the tomb; for fear and 
amazement possessed them : and they told no one anything; 
for they were afraid." With these words our Mk. ends. See 
Swete. 

Attempts have recently been made 2 to show that Mt 28°-20 

preserves in part the lost ending of Mk.'s Gospel. 2811·15, no 
doubt, formed no part of it, for this section is the sequel of 2762-66, 

which is an interpolation into Mk., and like it, no doubt, came 
from a non-Marean source. But it is urged that in 289-10.16-20 we 
have a portion of Mk.'s lost ending edited by the author of the 
first Gospel. The argument rests ( 1) upon the probability that 
Mk. contained just such a narrative as we have recorded in 
Mt 289·10• 16-20, which supplies the fulfilment of the promise, 
Mk 167; (2) upon some points in Mt.'s narrative which suggest 
that he is editing an earlier account. 

E.g. (a) Mk 167 has To'is p,a0'Y}TatS a&ov Kat T'!) Ilfrp<f:>· This 
suggests that there was to be a special appearance to Peter, and 
possibly that ro'is p,a0'Y}Ta'is indicates not the "Eleven," but the 
larger body of Christ's disciples. If Mt., for reasons indicated 
below, proposed to omit this appearance to Peter, it is natural that 
'he should omit rw Ilfrpw here. 

(b) Mk 168 s;ys that the women "told no one, for they were 
afraid.'' It is very natural that this should have been followed by 
an appearance to them of Christ dispelling their fear and repeating 
the angel's message. Mt. alters "and told no one," etc., into 
"ran to tell His disciples.'' Consequently the appearance of 
Christ, vv. 9-lo, repeating the angel's message is quite unmotived. 
It would seem that Mt. has found Mk.'s o~8Evt oM£v El,rav difficult, 
and has altered it, and then has continued with the appearance of 

1 1ropd1errOa1 for Mk's v1ra-ye1v. See on 21 1• 
2 Cf. especially Torkild Skat Rordam (The lost end of Mark's Gospel, 

Hibbert Journal, July 1905), to whom I am indebted for much that follows. 
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Christ without noticing that the clause "they told no one," etc., is 
necessary to explain the appearance. 

(c) The To opo,; of Mt 2816 is unexplained in Mt If in Mk. 
there stood an account of Christ's appearance to Peter (Mk 167) 

and the Eleven, at the latter of which He again bade them go to 
Galilee, and appointed a mountain as a meeting-place, it would be 
adequately accounted for. In that case Mk 168 must have been 
followed by harratives which recorded that the women brought 
Christ's message to the disciples, that the disciples disbelieved, 
and that, therefore, Christ Himself appeared to them and probably 
also to Peter. Why, then, has Mt. omitted all this? , For the 
same reasons that have caused him to make the alterations of 
Mk.'s statements about the Twelve which are tabulated in Intro
duction, p. xxxiii f. 

(d) In Mt 2817 we read that "when they saw Him they 
worshipped. But some doubted." Who are the some? Hardly 
some of the Eleven. It is inconceivable that Mt. should end his 
Gospel leaving his readers with the impression that some of the 
Eleven doubted the fact of Christ's resurrection. The oi pre
supposes a larger gathering than the Eleven only. But Mt. says 
distinctly oi wSEKa µa(h1Ta{. Yes ; but this does not preclude 
the possibility, even in the editor's mind, that others were 
present. If in his source an appearance to the Eleven 
immediately preceded, which he has omitted, it is not un
natural that he should say that the Eleven went to Galilee, and 
there they and others met Christ , at the appointed place of 
gathering. 

These suggestions seem to make it possible that the Mk. 
which Mt. had before him contained after v.8 words corresponding 
to Mt 289-10, then a statement that the disciples disbelieved the 
message of the women ; and that, therefore, Christ appeared to 
Peter and to the Eleven, repeating the command to go to Galilee, 
and appointing a mountain as a place of meeting ; lastly, a 
narrative corresponding to Mt 2816-20• The whole of Mt 289-10 

might be Marean so far as language goes, except, perhaps, Kal 
iS011 (iS011 occurs in Mk. only in sayings, not in narrative), and . 
ToTE, which never occurs in Mk. in narrative. For V'IT'iJVT1JrrEv, cf. 
Mk 5 2 ; for 1rpouE'A.0ovuai, cf. Mk 1 81 685 102 1228 1485. 45; for 
lKpa'f"Y/uav, cf. (of the hand, but gen., not acc.) Mk 181 541 927; 
for 1rpouEKliV1JUav, cf. Mk 5 6 1519• But 1rpoulpxEu0ai and 1rpouKVV£'iv 
are so characteristic of Mt., that, like Kal iS011 and Ton, they may 
be due to Mt.'s editorial revision. How much of Mt 2816·20 stood 
in Mk. cannot, of course, be determined with any precision. ol 
S£ wSEKa µa011Tal seems to have. been transferred here by the 
editor from the narrative which preceded in Mk. 1ropE11Eu0ai 1 

occurs only in Mk 980 (B* D), and in Mt. twenty-eight times. It 
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is therefore probably editorial. o~ never occurs in Mk. Tauuoµa.& 
never occurs in Mk., and in Mt. only here in this sense. 
SiuTatw does not occur in Mk., and in Mt. only again 1431• 

1I"pouKvvew may be editorial. µ,a0TJT£VELII is probably editorial. 
1I"a11Ta Ta WvTJ is probably Marean, cf. Mk 1310• TTJpe'iv may be 
Marean, cf. Mk 79• So may i11ETE1Aap,TJ11, Mk 103 1334• On 
the other band, Kal i8ov is probably and lw, Tij, CTVIITEA.da, 
Tov aiwvo, certainly editorial. See on 1339• On the other 
hand, vv. 9-10• 16-20 contain no phrase that is characteristically 
Marean. We should expect to find in a narrative section like this 
eMv,, an historic present, an imperfect or some other characteristic 
of Mk.'s style. But still this is not decisive. If, e.g., Mk.'s Gospel 
were lost from 1541, we should feel doubtful whether Mt 2757-61 

were based on Mk. These verses contain no characteristically 
Marean phrases, whilst iµ,a0'Y}'T£V0TJ, 1I"poue>..06Jv, TOTE are all 
Matth.ean. This is probably due to the fact that the section in 
Mk. has few of his most characteristic phrases, though now that 
we have it before us we can specify the following as finding 
analogies in his language : ~ST/ /Jfta, ya-oµ,ivTJ,, cf. 685 (2) 82 1 1 11 ; 

~11 1I"pouSex6µ,a-os, Mk. bas ~11 with a participle 16 times, Mt. only 
6, of which 4 are from Mk. ; the repetition of El ~a'Y/ Ti011TJK6'; ~11 
>..eA.aTOfJ,TJp,l.11011; and the imperfect E0e6Jpovv. Indeed, the test of 
language is so indecisive that we might pick at random sections 
which Mt. has borrowed from Mk., e.g. 1246-50 823-27, of which we 
could not be sure that Mk. was the source, if the corresponding 
sections of his Gospel had been lost. It must, therefore, remain 
as a possible inference, on the grounds stated above, that 
Mt 289-10- 15-20 are based on verses which originally stood at the 
end of Mk.'s Gospel. If this were not the case, it is possible that 
vv.16-20 are an editorial epilogue to the Gospel. A parallel may 
perhaps be found in 2 531·46 if this is a Christian homily based 
quite possibly on traditional sayings of Christ, placed at the end 
of the great discourse, 244-2580, as a suitable peroration to the 
speech. In this case vv.18-20 may be based on sayings from the 
Logia or other sources. 

MP 9. And, behold, Jesus met them, saying, Hail. And they came 
and held His feet, and worshipped Him.]-For Kal i8ov, see on 
120.-7l"pOCTEA.0owm] See on 43.-EKpaTl7CTa11] See on v.8• In 
Mk. KpaTe'i11 is used with "hand" in the genitive as the object 
three times, 1 81 541 927, and so Mt 925• Elsewhere it takes the 
accusative; so 1211 of an animal in a pit, 148 2146 264· 48. 50. 55. 57 

of the seizure of arrest, and 1828 of a creditor seizing hold of his 
debtor.--7I"pouKv11ei11] See on 2 2• 

M P 10. Then saith Jesus to them, Fear not: go tell My brethren, 
that they go into Galilee, and there they shall see Me.]--ToTe] See 
on 2 7.-To'is d.Se>..cpo'i, µ,ov] Is this to be understood as referring 
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to Christ's brethren in the literal sense, or to His spiritual brethren, 
" the disciples " of v. 7 ? Cf. 1 249, 

11. Mt. here adds vv.11•15, the sequel of 2762-66, and, no doubt, 
from the same source. 

11. And as they were going, behold certain of the guard came P 
into the city, and told to the chief priests all that had happened.] 
-l8ov] See on 2 7.-KOVCT'Tro8{a] See on 2766• 

12. And being gathered together with the elders, and having P 
taken counsel.]-uvp,f3ov>..,,6v T£ Aa,86VT1:,] See on 1214• 

13. They gave much money to the soldiers, saying, S/ly that His P 
disciples came by night and stole Him while we were sleepz'ng. ]
iKav&.] only here in this sense in Mt ; cf. Mk 1046• It is common 
in the Acts. For the tradition as to the theft of the body, cf. 
Tert. de Spee. 30 : " This is He whom His disciples secretly stole 
away, or the gardener took away that his lettuces might not be 
injured by the crowds of visitors." Still earlier, Just. Mart. (Dial. 
c. Trypho, 108) speaks of the statements put forward by the Jews 
that the disciples had stolen the body of Christ. 

14. And if it be heard before the governor, we will appease him, p 
and make you secure.] 

15. And they took the money, and did as they were instructed: p 
and this account was noised abroad among the Jews until this day.] 
-8iacf>71p.lt1:w] Cf. 981, Mk 1 45• 

16. And the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain m: p 
where Jesus appointed to them.] 

17. And when they saw Him, they worshipped; but some m: p 
doubted. ]-1rpouK6vnv] See on 2 2.-oi UJ "Some," not of the 
Eleven, but of others who were present. The proper contrast to 
"doubted" would be "believed"; but Mt. is aware that the Eleven 
had already seen Christ in Jerusalem, where their doubts were 
dispelled. See on 278• For 8iu.,-&.tnv, cf. 1481• 

18. And Jesus came and spake to them, saying, All power was m: p 
gt'ven to Me t'n heaven and upon earth.]-1rpou1:A8(1)v] See on 43• 

-l86071] See on 1127 ; and cf. Dn 714• 

19. Go therefore, make disciples of allthe nations, baptizing them m: p 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.] 
-µa.071.,-wnv] See on 1352.-,rav.,.a .,.a Wv71l is due to Mt.'s source 
(Mark?); cf. Mk 1i0. ,8a1rTlt1:iv in the New Testament describes 
a ceremonial process of the application of water (whether by 
immersion or affusion ?) to persons. The rite thus termed pre
supposes a good deal that is not always expressed. 

(a) The person baptized has repented of his sins, and baptism 
implies the consequent forgiveness of them ; Ac 23s. 

(b) Baptism also implies belief in Christ. The person baptized 
expressed this belief, and was regarded after baptism as a disciple 
of Christ. 

20 
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(c) In connection with baptism we find two expressions, "in· 
the name of Christ" -Ac 2 38 1048 - and " into the name of 
Christ "-Ac 195• These are not identical in meaning. 

"In the name of Christ" probably implies the fact that the 
person baptized had expressed his belief in Christ, and his wish to 
be Christ's disciple, and that the name of Christ was uttered over 
him, symbolising the fact that as a result of the ceremony he had 
become a disciple of Christ. The phrase thus describes a part of 
the procedure of the baptismal ceremony. 

"Into the name of Christ," on the other hand, lays stress on 
the result of the ceremony. The person baptized became "into 
the name of Christ," i.e. became His disciple, i.e. entered into a 
state of allegiance to Him and offellowship with Him.1 

"Baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit" means, therefore, "causing them to submit 
to a rite which results in their becoming disciples of, and confers 
upon them fellowship with, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit." 

The remarkable fact that here only in the New Testament 
do we get the Triune Name used in connection with baptism, can 
be easily misunderstood. Elsewhere we have only the name of 
Christ. It is urged that a series of passages in the New Testament 
are most reasonably explained, if the writers were acquainted with 
the tradition that Christ Himself had sanctioned the use of the 
Threefold Name in connection with baptism. But, on the other 
hand, it is equally difficult to believe that if the tradition as 
recorded here by Mt. had been widely known in the time of S. 
Paul, and had been interpreted as a direction of Christ as to the 
exact form of words to be used in baptism, we should find several 
references to baptism in or into the name of Christ, and none 
in or into the Threefold Name. Nevertheless, the conclusion 
that the formula as here recorded marks a developed and late 
stage of doctrinal belief and ecclesiastical practice, is unjustified. 
The phrase may already have stood in the lost ending of Mk. ; but 
even if we suppose that Mk.'s ending contained a reference to 
baptism in or into Christ's name, or no clause about baptism at 
all, and if the connection of baptism with the Threefold Name is 
due to the editor, yet the conception Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
is clearly as ancient as the Christian Society itself. For S. Paul, 
cf. 1 Co 128, 2 Co 1J14 ; for S. Peter, 1 P 1 2 ; for S. John, 1 Jn 323• 2{ 

and the Gospel, passim. In the earliest Gospel, Mk 1 332, we 
already have the antithesis "the Father, the Son," which, combined 
with the Jewish and Christian conception of the Holy Spirit, pre
supposes the possibility of the formula "Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.'' Mt. has borrowed this phrase from Mk., and in 1127 he 
has a parallel saying showing that the corn bination "the Son, the 

1 Cf Heitmliller, Im NamenJesu. 
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Father," was also familiar to the source from which he was drawing 
(the Matthean Logia?). This antithesis "the Father-the Son" is 
above all characteristic of the Fourth· Gospel, and is no doubt 
due to the Palestinian background of that very Hebraic book. 
Thus, even if the editor of the first Gospel was the first to connect 
baptism with the Threefold Name, he was probably only bringing 
that rite into connection with a circle of Christological ideas and 
phrases which were current in the early Palestinian Church, and 
which from Palestine had penetrated Christian teaching everywhere. 
The objection that the Gospel containing this phrase cannot be 
early, because it conflicts with the custom of the early Palestinian 
Church, which baptized in or into the name of Christ, rests upon 
the false assumption that the editor intended to represent Christ 
as prescribing the formula which should be used at baptism. The 
words rather mean baptizing them into the fellowship of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and describe, not 
the formula to be used at baptism, but the end and aim which 
would be secured in and through baptism. The editor may well 
have written these words at a period when it was customary to 
baptize in or into the name of Christ, without at all wishing to 
represent Christ as having prescribed a fuller formula, but simply 
with the intention of summing up in a phrase the end and aim 
of the Christian life into which the convert entered at baptism. 
The best commentary on the words would be I Jn 1 8 combined 
with I Jn 323• 24. See Briggs, lviess(ah of the Gospels, p. 229. 

19. {3a7rr[{ovw; aln-oiic; de; 'TO <wop.a 'TOV 7/'a'Tpoc; Kal. 'TOV vfov KaL 
Tov &:ytov 7rv£vp.aToc; J On the text, see Conybeare, Zeitsch. fur die 
Neutest. Wissensch. 1901, 27 5 ff.; Hibbert Journal, October 1902; 

Lake, Inaugural Lecture; Riggenbach, Der Trinitan"sche Taufbefehl; 
Chase,Journal Theo!. Stud. vi. 481 ff. The evidence of Eusebius 
must be regarded as indecisive, in view of the fact that all Greek 
MSS. and all extant VSS., contain the clause (S1 S2 are unhappily 
wanting). The Eusebian quotation: 7ropw0lvnc; p.a07JTduaT£ mi.VTa 
Ta Wv'f/ lv T<e ov6p.aT[ p.,ov cannot be taken as decisive proof that 
the clause de; TO <>vop.,a, K.T.>..., was lacking in copies known to 
Eusebius, because lv Too ov6p,aT[ p,ov may be Eusebius' way of 
abbreviating, for whatev~r reason, the following clause. On the 
other hand, Eusebius cites in this short form so often that it is 
easier to suppose that he is definitely quoting the words of the 
Gospel, than it is to invent possible reasons which may have 
caused him so frequently to paraphrase it. And if we once 
suppose his short form to have been current in MSS. of the 
Gospel, there is much probability in the conjecture that it is the 
original text of the Gospel, and that in the second century the 
clause, {3a7rT[{ovT£c; avToiic; de; To <>vop.,a, K.T.>..., supplanted the shorter 
lv 'T'!l ov6p,aT[ p,ov. An insertion of this kind derived from liturgical 
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use would very rapidly be adopted by copyists and translators. 
The Didache has, eh. 7 : /3a'1r'T{uaT£ £ls T6 Jvop,a TOV 7raTp6s Kat TOV 
v1ov Kat rov ay{ov 7r11£vp,aTos : but the passage need not be dependent 
on our canonical Gospel, and the Didache elsewhere has a liturgical 
addition to the texts of the Gospels in the doxology attached to 
the Lord's Prayer. But Irenreus and Tertullian already have the 
longer clause. 

M P 20. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded 
them : and, behold, I am with you all the days, unto the consumma
tion of the age.]-T?Jpliv] cf. 1917 233.-Kat loov] cf. on 1 20.

UVI/T(A.das rov alwvos] If Mt. has been recasting in this section 
a portion of Mk.'s lost ending, this phrase is no doubt due to 
him ; see on I l39. 
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ON THE GOSPEL AS A CONTRIBUTION TO o'UR KNOW-
LEDGE OF THE HISTORICAL LIFE OF CHRIST. 

Now that the commentary has come to its end, it may seem desir
able to attempt an estimate of the value of the Gospel as a con
tribution to our knowledge of the life of Christ. I would willingly 
have spared myself a task like this, which necessitates an excursion 
beyond the territory of concrete fact into the mist-covered land of 
individual judgement 3:nd conjecture. But the reader may 
naturally ask whether the analysis of the Gospel into its sources 
does, or does not, throw light upon the value of the book as a 
historical record ; and it is but fair that some answer should be 
given. 

I hope that the commentary has made clear the following 
facts about the editor of the book:. 

1. that he used S. Mark's Gospel in Greek ; 1 

2. that he used a Greek translation of the Matthrean Logia; 
3. that he borrowed from a collection of Greek translations of 

Messianic passages from the Old Testament; 
4. that he had before him one or two narratives, in particular 

that of the centurion's servant, in a Greek form almost 
identical with the form in which they occur in the Third 
Gospel; 

5. that he had access to a series of Palestinian traditions 
chiefly about Christ's birth and infancy, and about the 
closing days of His life, but including also one or two 
relating to the period of His Galilean ministry. 

These facts do but serve to make the personality of the editor 
a complete enigma. On the one hand, the fact that he used Greek 
sources, and employed the Greek Old Testament, would naturally 
lead us to suppose that he was a Christian Jew of the Dispersion. 
Why should a Jewish-Christian of Palestine write in Greek? Why 
should he rely for his facts almost entirely upon the Greek Second 

1 For Mk. as based on an Aramaic original, see note, p. 88. Dr. Briggs 
believes the original Mk. to have been written in Hebrew, See New Ligkt on 
tke Life of Jesus, pp. 134-135. 
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Gospel? On the other hand, the cycle of Palestinian traditions 
suggests a Palestinian editor. Of course, these traditions might 
have been carried from Palestine to a Jewish-Christian living in 
the West, and their fragmentary character would be most naturally 
accounted for on this view. But what clinches the argument 
in favour of a Palestinian origin for the completed Gospel is 
the impression which it leaves upon the mind as being a book of 
the Palestinian Church. In it we breathe on every page the 
atmosphere of the anti-Pharisaic Jewish-Christianity. "The official 
representatives of the Jewish nation have rejected Christ. They 
slander the circumstances of His birth,. and misrepresent His 
sojourn in Egypt. They ridicule the claims of a Messiah who came 
from Nazareth." To such calumnies the Gospel is a counterblast. 
"Jesus is the Messiah of Jewish expectation, and the pages of the 
Old Testament bear witness to Him. He is truly David's son, and 
yet also by supernatural birth Son of God. The flight into Egypt 
took place when He was an infant, too young to learn magical arts 
there. He dwelt at Nazareth, a city of no repute, that the pro
phetic anticipation of Him might receive its fulfilment. The 
representatives of official Judaism have rejected Him; but in so 
doing they have drawn down upon their nation the Divine wrath; 
and judgement is near at hand, when Jerusalem shall be delivered 
into the hands of its enemies, and the Son of Man shall come to 
gather His elect into the Kingdom of the Heavens." And whilst 
the Gospel is Palestinian in its attitude to Pharisaism, it is also 
Palestinian in its description of the Christian Church, and in its 
relation to Gentiles. The community of Christ's disciples still 
retains Jewish nomenclature. Its officials are "prophets," and 
"wise men," and "scribes" (2334). Offending members of the 
Society are to become to them, as to the Jew, " as heathen and as 
toll-gathers" (r81;). Christ no doubt sanctioned the reception of 
Gentiles into the Society (811 1528), but in His earthly life He 
expressly taught that His mission was to the chosen nation, and 
He bade His disciples adhere to this limitation (1524 ro5) •. If He 
sometimes extended His mercy to Gentiles (813 1528), and if He 
bade His disciples make disciples of all the nations (2819), had not 
the Old Testament itself, the text-book of Pharisaism, anticipated 
the admission of Gentiles into the covenanted mercies of God ? 
The standpoint of the whole book upon this question seems to be 
this, that the Jewish-Christian Society was the successor of the Old 
Israel in God's grace. The "Sons of the Kingdom" (812) had 
been cast out, and the new Israel had taken their place ( 2 1 43). 

But the relation of Gentiles to God's mercy remain_ed the same. 
Under the old system they might join themselves to Israel as 
proselytes,. under. the new they might attach themselves to the 
Jewish-Christian Society. 
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And once again : how Palestinian the book is in its attitude to 
the law ! If Christ had attacked the Pharisaic traditions, He had 
at the same time upheld the permanent sanctity of the Scriptures. 
He had not, as the Second Gospel might seem to suggest, over
ruled the Deuteronomic sanction of divorce (199), nor had He, as 
a reader of that Gospel might infer, set aside the Mosaic distinction 
between clean and unclean meats (1520). If He had brushed aside 
Pharisaic scruples which forbade men to do works of necessity and 
of mercy upon the Sabbath, yet the Old Testament law of the 
Sanctity of the Sabbath was still in force (2420). The letter of the 
Old Testament was still binding upon Christian men (518), and 
members of the Christian Society were still to obey its precepts, as, 
e.g., in the matter of obtaining "two or three witnesses" before 
passing judgement (1816). 

It seems hardly possible that a Gospel so interpenetrated by 
ideas such as these could have been written anywhere but on 
Palestinian soil. 

Of course, it may be urged that I am over-emphasising these 
Jewish-Christian aspects of the Gospel. It will be said that many 
of the Parables were originally meant to teach ideas of a more 
liberal and universal character. That may be quite true; but it 
does not affect my point. I am not now dealing with the probable 
meaning of Christ's words as He spoke them, but with the interpre
tation placed upon them by the editor of this Gospel, arid by the 
writers of the sources from which he drew much of its contents. 
And my point is this, that by the editor himself, and still more by 
the author of his Palestinian source, importance was attached to 
those sayings of Christ that could be interpreted in such a way as 
to represent Him as having taught the permanent validity of the 
Jewish law, and the prior claim of the Jew to participation in His 
Kingdom. One debt which we owe to the First Gospel is this, 
that it enables us to reconstruct in some measure the theology of 
the Jewish-Christian Church in the middle of the first century A.D. 

But few readers of this commentary will be content with such a 
method of interpreting the Gospel. "What we want to know1" 

they will say, "is not only what the Palestinian Christians believed 
about Christ, but whether they were justified in so believing. 
Does the Gospel give us an historically accurate account of the life 
of the Lord? Did He teach what He is here represented as 
teaching?" 

Let us re-examine the component parts of the Gospel. 
(a) S. Mark. 
It will, I hope, have become clear to the reader that, when the 

editor of the First Gospel alters the order of incidents in the Second, 
his motive is a purely literary one, and its effect artificial. Cf. 
Introduction, pp. xiii-xvii. Again, the editor seems to have no 
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information at his command which would enable him to correct 
S. Mark's narratives. The sayings which he inserts into these 
narratives will be treated below. But his changes in the narrative 
details of S. Mark hardly ever commend themselves as of great 
historical value. Those relating to our Lord and to His Apostles 
have been discussed in the Introduction, pp. xxxi-xxxiv, xxxviii. 
Others seem to be of the nature of conjectures. If he substitutes 
Gadara for Gerasa, that is probably only because the Gerasa best 
known to him was clearly out of the question as being too remote 
from the scene of the miracle, whilst Gadara was at least within 
reasonable distance. On the other hand, in Magadan he may be 
nearer to the original name than is S. Mark's corrupt Dalmanutha. 
Another point of knowledge of fact is perhaps to be found in the 
substitution of Matthew for Levi in the list of the Apostles ( 103). 

But the duplication of the Gadarene demoniacs, and of the blind 
men at Jericho, is probably purely artificial. With the sole excep
tions of Magadan for Dalmanutha and of Matthew for Levi, there 
is, I believe, no instance where changes made by Mt. in Mk. 
approve themselves as betraying knowledge or reminiscence of the 
original scene. On the other hand, the greater number of the 
alterations, whether they are purely linguistic, or whether they 
change the point of view of the narrative ; whether they are of the 
nature of omission of what is difficult, or expansion of what is 
obscure ; whether they set in a new light Christ's relation to the 
Jaw, or shift the emphasis of His doctrine of the Kingdom,-nearly 
always seem to be of the nature of editorial revision, springing not 
from more accurate knowledge, or reminiscence of the actual events 
of Christ's life, but from a desire to bring S. Mark's narratives as 
much as possible into harmony with the editor's conception of 
Christ's Person, and with his interpretation of Christ's teaching. 

In other words, if we want to have an accurate reproduction of 
Christ's doings, we shall always find ourselves nearer to the 
historical Christ in S. Mark's narratives than in these narratives as 
edited by Mt. l 

(b) However, Mt. not only re-edits the material contained in 
the Second Gospel, but he adds to it. What is the historical value 
of this added material? It will be convenient to divide this into 

1 Of course it does not lie within the scope of this note to attempt an 
estimate of the historical value of the Second Gospel. The English reader 
may be referred to the Dean of Westminster's Study of the Gospels, and to 
Professor Burkitt's The Gospel History and its Transmission, But, by way of 
illustration of my own view, I will only say that I believe that the simple reader 
who accepts the Second Gospel as a narrative of literal fact, is nearer the truth 
than the critic who starts heavily handicapped by hard and fast conceptions of the 
limitations of personality, and who distorts narratives, which on all other evidence 
are proved to be early, into late and legendary growths, because they contain a 
record of facts which his theories will not allow him to credit as historical. 
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narratives and discourses, although, of course, the dividing line is 
not sharply defined. With regard to narrative-material, the really 
remarkable thing is that the editor adds so little to our knowledge. 
He has some narratives of Christ's Infancy, and a few traditions 
relating to the last week of His life ; but how little he adds to the 
material for reconstructing the history of Christ's ministry ! He is 
able to tell us something more than we learn from S. Mark of the 
Baptist's preaching and of the Lord's Temptations; he can con
tribute an additional miracle-that of the centurion's servant; and 
he knows of a few traditions in which S. Peter was the chief figure. 
But how little it all amounts to ! , 

And, of course, we must guard ourselves from the fatal sup
position that he records all that he knew. None of the four 
Evangelists, we may be sure, did that. The editor may very pro
bably have been acquainted with some of the non-Marean miracles 
recorded by S. Luke, and possibly with some of the narrative 
material found only in the Fourth Gospel. But his space was 
limited, and his interest lay chiefly in the preservation of Christ's 
sayings. Whatever may have been the reason which decided him 
to use S. Mark's Gospel as the framework for his narrative, the 
decision, once made, rendered it impossible for him to add much 
from other sources to the period of the Galilean ministry. If he 
has found room for a few traditions connected with S. Peter, we 
may be sure that he has done so only out of consideration for the 
interest of his Palestinian readers in the " first " ( r o2) of the 
Apostles. · 

With regard.to the historical value of these traditions, judgement 
must unhappily be almost entirely subjective and conjectural; and 
it is probable that they do not stand all upon the same level of 
value. Of the incidents in chaps. 1-11 enough has already been said. 
See pp. 18-22.1 The account given of the Baptist's preaching finds 
additional corroboration in the Third Gospel; but it may reason
ably be supposed that the editor of the First Gospel has, here as 
elsewhere, woven into a discourse dominated by a single motive 
(denunciation of the Pharisees and Sadducees) sayings spoken on 
two or three different occasions, and to different audiences. The 
narrative of the Lord's Temptation also finds support in the Third 
Gospel. It may very well rest upon Apostolic reminiscence of 
communications of Christ to His companions. Another narrative 
also given by S. Luke is that of the centurion's servant. It 
commends itself by its general agreement in character and repre
sentation with the narratives of S. Mark. Here, as in the case with 
incidents borrowed from the Second Gospel, Mt. has probably 

l See also Briggs' Criticism and the Dogma of the Virgin-Birth (North 
American Review, June 19o6), and "Annunciation " and " Birth of Christ" in 
Hastings' DCG. 
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interwoven with the narrative verses (811• 12) drawn from his dis
course-source. On the three short miracles, 927-33 and 1222, see 
the notes. They are probably editorial, and literary rather than 
historical. In any case they do not add to our knowledge of 
Christ information different in kind from that given by S. Mark. 

The two incidents relating to S. Peter (1429-31 and 1724-27) seem 
nearly related in character. The former presents no more difficulty 
than do some of the miracles in S. Mark, and may be regarded as 
equally credible. Against the latter one or two plausible objections 
may be raised. As the commentary will show, the narrative seems 
to presuppose the following situation. The Jews pay the tax to 
the Temple. They inquire if Christ and His disciples will pay it 
also. In His answer, Christ seems to draw a distinction between 
His disciples, who in a true sense are sons of the heavenly King, 
and the non-Christian Jews, who are really aliens. (Cf. elsewhere 
in the Gospel the same conception of the Jews as those whose 
claim to descent from Abraham has no spiritual justification (39), 

and as "Sons of the Kingdom" (812), whose "Sonship" will not 
avail to prevent them from being cast into the outer darkness.) 

By analogy with Oriental political custom, the Jews= "the 
strangers" (17 25) should pay the Temple-tribute, whilst Christ and 
His disciples, as the Sons of God ( 1725), should be exempted. But 
they would pay, as an act of grace, what could not be demanded 
from them as tribute legally due. Now it is quite possible that 
the question here debated was raised in Christ's lifetime, and that 
He bade His disciples pay the Temple-tax as a concession to the 
patriotic zeal of their fellow-countrymen. But, on the other hand, 
it may be doubted whether the sharp distinction here drawn 
between Jews and Jewish- Christians does not suggest a later 
historical situation for the narrative. It seems more easily ex
plained if we suppose it to be a product of the early days of the 
Palestinian Church, when Jews and Jewish-Christians were falling 
apart, and when the question, whether Jewish-Christians, who were 
ceasing to use the Temple for worship, could conscientiously coi1-
tinue to pay the Temple-tax, was becoming a subject of con
troversy. But, in any case, the narrative reflects the circumstances 
of the Jewish-Christian Society in the period before the fall of 
Jerusalem, and it must therefore be early in date. Of the non
Marean narratives in chaps. 27-28 it is difficult to speak with any 
precision. If 289-lO. 16-20 are based on the last ending of S. Mark, 
they must be adjudged to be of equal value with the rest of the 
contents of that Gospel. If they are drawn from Palestinian 
tradition, they must rather be classed with 273-10.10. 24-25. 52-53. 62-66 
282-4.11-15• Of these 273-10 is exceptional, because the fact under
lying the narrative, namely, the evil end of the recreant Apostle, 
finds corroboration in the different account in Ac 1 18-19. But by 
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what standard or test of historical credibility are we to judge the 
other narratives? Plausible reasons might be found to account for 
the invention of some of them. E.g. 27 24 might be attributed to a 
desire to emphasise the guilt of the Jewish authorities, and 2762·66 

and 2811-15 to a wish to emphasise the miraculous character of the 
Resurrection. But who is there with any judgment of human 
nature who will condemn these narratives on such purely a pn"ori, 
subjective, and conjectural grounds; and what reason can be 
adduced for the invention of so motiveless a detail as that con
tained in 2719• The details which convey most strongly the im
pression of legendary growth are those in 27 52-53 and 282-3. But 
the student, who finds no reason for saying that a narrative which 
contains miraculous detail must therefore be unhistorical, will con
tent himself with observing that all these non-Marean details in 
chaps. 27-28 are traditions of the early Christian Church in Pales
tine, and in default of further evidence for or against the details 
recorded, will refrain from dogmatic utterances upon their precise 
historical value . 

.(c) These narrative-sections are, however, not the only addition 
which Mt. was able to make to S. Mark's Gospel. He made a 
much more important contribution to the understanding of the life 
of Christ when he added to S. Mark's narratives a large number of 
sayings. I have endeavoured to show in the Introduction that 
many of these sayings were probably drawn from the Matthrean 
Logia, and that this accounts for the name given to our "First 
Gospel. I wish now to add something as to the form in which 
these sayings occur in our Gospel, and then to discuss their claim 
to be a faithful expression of Christ's teaching. 

And first, as to the form in which they are given to us. It 
seems to be clear that the process of compiling detached sayings 
which is already observable in the Second Gospel (e.g. in chap. 9) 
has been carried to much greater lengths in the First. 
· ( 1) The sayings interpolated into the middle of one of S. 

Mark's sections are not always introduced there, because they were 
originally spoken under the circumstances implied in the narrative, 
but because they add to or illustrate or elucidate the tenor of 
Christ's teaching as recorded by Mk. on that occasion : 

E.g. 91s= 127 was probably a detached Logion which could be 
used to illustrate any incident of controversy with the Pharisees : 
125-6 is probably a fragment from some other occasion of Sabbath
controversy, inserted in its present context to compensate for the 
omission of Mk.'s "the Sabbath was made for man and not man 
for the Sabbath.'' 1211•12 has been treated in the same way. S. 
Luke (145 and 1315) has similar sayings, but the circumstances 
amidst which he places them are different. 

(2) In other cases Mt. nas built up, around a few verses of 
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discourse recorded by Mk., a longer discourse. This is the case 
with Mt 105-42 =Mk 67-13, Mt 133-52 =Mk 42-34, Mt 18=Mk 9, Mt 
1224-45=Mk J22-so, Mt 23=Mk 1237b-4o, Mt 24-25=Mk 13. In 
some of these cases Mt. may rather be substituting for Mk.'s 
short discourse a longer one from his Logian source, than simply 
compiling detached sayings round Mk.'s nucleus. But, in either 
case, the discourses, as they now stand in the First Gospel, are in 
large measure the result of accretion of detached sayings round a 
common centre. 

In other words, the artificiality which characterises Mt.'s 
arrangement of incidents also marks his arrangement of sayings. 
Many of them were clearly not spoken on the particular occasion 
to which he assigns them. 

But, if we allow for this transposition of many sayings from 
their original context (which after all rarely affects the meaning of 
the saying, for what difference, e.g., does it make whether the saying 
about an ox or an ass in a pit was originally spoken after the heal
ing of a man with a withered hand (Mt 12), or of a crippled woman 
(Lk 1315)), how far have these sayings, whether peculiar to Mt. or 
in substance recorded by Lk. as well, any real claim to be genuine 
utterances of Christ? 

Before speaking of them as a whole, I will deal with one or two 
which seem to be most open to objection. 

Against Mt J14-15 it may reasonably be urged that the omission 
from Mk 14 = Mt 33 of Eis acfmnv &.,.,_apnwv suggests irresistibly that 
J14-15 is an editorial expansion of Mk., to explain how it was that 
the Lord could submit to John's baptism. Of course the words 
need not be due to the editor himself. He may have received 
them amongst his Palestinian traditions. But, even so, the 
impression which they leave upon the mind of being rather an 
attempt on the part of Christ's disciples to explain away a difficulty 
in His life, than an original utterance of Christ Himself, is very 
strong. 

2531-46 leave upon my own mind the impression that they are a 
Christian homily, based no doubt upon reminiscence of words of 
Christ,1 but, in its present form, due to the editor or to some 
Palestinian preacher. I am aware that no convincing proof can be 
given for such a judgment ; but, on the other hand, I do not feel 
that there is any fatal objection to such a view. The editor was, 
I believe, the sort of man who would add such a homily as a suit-

1 Cf. Burkitt, The Gospel History and its Transmission, p. 199, "It is not 
so easy to make new Sayings and Parables like those in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke.'' These words would fitly apply to the passage under discussion. 
My point is that, not the tenor of the words, but the literary form in which they 
are set, suggests a Christian homily. The discourses in the Fourth Gospel 
furnish some analogy. 
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able peroration to his compilation of Christ's sayings on the last 
things, without necessarily intending his readers to suppose that the 
words were the exact words of Christ Himself, or suspecting that 
they would do so. If the passage was already familiar to many of 
his readers as a piece of Christian literature, they would know why 
it was placed in its present position, and would not misunderstand it. 

2816•20 may in part be based upon Mk.'s lost ending, but, if not, 
it represents a piece of Palestinian tradition. In this case, I do 
not suppose that it ever occurred to the editor that his readers 
would infer that the exact words here recorded were literally 
spoken by Christ upon this particular occasion. ' 

On I 112·13· 19 • nd, see the notes. 
But what shall we say of these sayings taken as a whole? If I 

am right in conjecturing that they are in large part drawn from the 
Matthrean Logia, then they are perhaps the earliest of all our 
sources of knowledge for the life of Christ, and rest even more 
directly than does the Second Gospel on Apostolic testimony. 
For the Apostle Matthew seems to have written down for the use 
of his Palestinian fellow-Christians some of the sayings of Christ 
that he could remember, selecting no doubt such as would appeal 
most strongly to his readers and satisfy their needs. Better 
security that these sayings were really uttered by Christ Himself 
we could hardly desire. 

There remains, however, one consideration which calls for our 
attention. I have endeavoured to show that these sayings are 
strongly marked by special features: As they now stand in the 
First Gospel, they represent our Lord as adopting a conservative 
attitude towards the Old Law, as teaching that He would return on 
the Clouds of Heaven to inaugurate the Kingdom, and as not 
limiting the scope of His teaching to Jews, but as assuming that it 
was intended, in the first place, for the Jew, and, in a secondary 
sense only, for the Gentile. And the question may well be asked, 
are we to assume that in broad outline Christ really taught such 
conceptions as these? Seeing that there must be between the 
original Aramaic Logia at least two stages of transmission, first a 
translation into Greek accompanied possibly by some re-editing, 
and secondly their incorporation into our Gospel, accompanied 
certainly by a good deal of artificial arrangement and editorial 
revision, is it not probable that the impression which these sayings, 
as they now stand, give of Christ's teaching upon these points, is 
in large part due to the Palestinian-Christian editors through whose 
hands they have passed? 

Now this is a question which concerns to a small extent the 
commentator on the First Gospel, and to a larger extent the 
historian who attempts to reconstruct from all sources the life of 
Christ. The commentator must answer that, to some extent at 
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least, the impression given by the Gospel upon these points is due 
to the manipulation of his sources by the editor. 

With regard to Christ's attitude to the law, e.g., it seems clear 
that the editor has rewritten Mk 101•12 in order to bring Christ's 
teaching upon the subject of divorce once again into harmony with 
the stricter school of Jewish interpretation of Dt 241•4• He has 
done so by combining with Mk 101·12 another tradition as to 
Christ's teaching upon this subject, which he has also preserved in 
the Sermon on the Mount (533), and which he no doubt drew from 
the Logia. But the commentator will naturally say, "If the editor 
has interpolated into Mk 10 a clause "except for fornication," 
which is clearly inconsistent with the tenor of Christ's teaching 
upon that occasion, he or the Jewish editors through whose hands 
the Logia passed may also have interpolated the similar clause into 
the Logion preserved in 533.'' 

Again, the editor seems clearly to have tried to interpret 
Mk 714"23 in such a way as to avoid the obvious impression that 
Christ directly attacked the Mosaic distinction between clean and 
unclean meats; and, if this be so, some of the other passages in, 
the First Gospel which emphasise the permanent validity of the 
law may have undergone similar revision. And once again: it 
seems clear that the editor has so altered Mk 91 as to make it 
emphasise the near approach of the Second Coming. If that be 
so, then some of the other passages in the Gospel may have under
gone revision by the editor, or by his Jewish-Christian pre
decessors, from similar motives. In particular, the d10lwr, of 2429 

may be due to such revision. 
So far the commentator: the result of his observations being 

this :-that, whilst the original group of Logia was a selection of 
Christ's sayings which laid emphasis on His teaching about His 
Second Coming, on .His teaching about the permanence of the 
Old Law, and on the first claim of the Jew to discipleship of the 
Kingdom, some allowance must be made for a possible intensifying 
of these points in the process of transmission of the Logia in the 
period between the time when the Apostle Matthew penned them 
and the time when they appear in our Gospel ; and that, in any 
case, the editor has worked over S. Mark's Gospel in order to 
introduce these conceptions into it where before they did not 
exist, or existed in language so ambiguous that other interpretations 
were possible. 

At this point the commentatator should cease his work, and 
the historian of Christ's life should succeed him. Without any 
claim to be an historian, I may perhaps be permitted to suggest 
the way in which an historian would perhaps make use of the 
results of the commentator's work as just sketched, 

It seems clear that, if due allowance be made for some over-
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emphasis and undue insistence upon details, the representation of 
Christ's teaching upon the three points that have been so often 
mentioned was that which was familiar to the early Jewish
Christian Church, and which influenced to some extent the 
entire Apostolic preaching in its earliest stages. Thus, the 
eschatological conception of the Kingdom and the belief in the 
imminent coming of Christ affect to some extent all the literature 
previous to the First Gospel. -It is found in S. Mark (chap. 13). If 
Ac 1-12 may be taken as in any sense a generally accurate account 
of the belief of the early Church at Jerusalem, it prevailed there 
( 111 320). It is frequently found in S. Paul's earlier letters, 1 Thess., 
2 Thess., 1 Co 17 1623, Ph 320• It is found in S. James (5 7-8), in 
S. Peter (1 P 17-8), and in S. John (1 Jn 32). 

Again : the belief that Christ had taught that the Gospel was 
intended primarily for the Jew, explains the controversy that 
occupies so large a part of the narrative of the Acts. Pressure of 
circumstances alone seems to have opened the eyes of the. 
Palestinian Apostles to those other aspects of Christ's teaching, 
which led logically to the Jew and the Gentile being placed in· 
a position of equality. 

And again : the belief that Christ had come, not to do away· 
with the claims of the Old Testament upon the consciences of 
men, but to reinforce them with stronger sanction than ever before, 
is a part of the common Christian belief of the New Testament 
writers. 

On these grounds, the representation of the First Gospel of 
Christ's teaching upon these points (due allowance being made for 
some over-insistence upon detail, and over-emphasis due to 
massing of sayings under a common head) has every claim to be 
regarded as historically accurate. 

On the other side must be set the wider perspective of much of 
S. Paul's teaching, and of the Third and Fourth Gospels, with 
regard to the Second Coming, and to the scope of the Gospel; 
and the question is naturally raised, " Do these wider conceptions 
represent a gradual spiritualisation of Christ's actual teaching, or 
do they carry us back to the historical Christ, whose teaching was 
misunderstood and narrowed in range and conception by the 
early Palestinian Church? At this point the historian will bring. 
into account some other considerations. He will observe that a 
good deal of the discourse-material in the First Gospel, which it 
seems necessary to interpret from the standpoint of the editor, in· 
accordance with ideas that run through the entire book, would 
(taken by themselves and in a different context) lend themselves to 
a very different interpretation. Such parables, e.g., as the Sower, 
the Mustard Seed, the Draw-Net, may, where they stand, teach 
lessons about the nature of the coming Kingdom; but how possible 
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it is that, as originally uttered, they were intended to illustrate the 
gradual spread of Christianity in the world. The preaching to the 
Gentiles may, to the editor, have seemed no obstacle to the 
immediate coming of Christ, but the words, as originally spoken, 
may well have foreshadowed a still far-distant future. The "ful
filling of the law" may, to the editor, have involved the permanent 
validity of the smallest commandment, but, interpreted in the light 
of Christ's teaching elsewhere, it seems clear that the words must 
have had a much wider meaning, 

The historian who notices points like these will shrink from the 
conclusion that upon such subjects the teaching of Christ was 
altogether and exclusz'vely what the editor of the First Gospel 
represents it to have been, to the exclusion of representation of it 
to be found in other parts of the New Testament. 

And this should lead us to what seems to me to be a right 
judgement upon the representation of Christ's teaching as found in 
this Gospel. 

That teaching was no doubt many-sided. Much of it may have 
been uttered in the form of paradox and symbol. The earliest 
tradition of it, at first oral, and then written, was that of a local 
church, that of Jerusalem, which drew from the treasure-house of 
Christ's sayings such utterances as seemed to bear most im
mediately upon the lives of its members, who were at first all 
Jews or proselytes. In this process of selection the teaching of 
Christ was only partially represented, because choice involved 
over-emphasis. Paradox may sometimes have been interpreted as 
an expression of literal truth, symbol as reality, and to some 
extent, though not, I think, to any great extent, the sayings in 
process of transmission may have received accretions arising out of 
the necessities of the Palestinian Church life. Thus the repre
sentation of Christ's teaching in this Gospel, though early in date, 
suffers probably from being local in character. In the meantime 
much of Christ's teaching remained uncommitted to writing; and, 
not until S. Paul's teaching had made men see that Palestinian 
Christianity suffered in some respects from a too one-sided repre
sentation of Christ's teaching, did they go back to the utterances 
of Christ, and reinterpret them from a wider point of view; seeking 
out also other traditions of different aspects of His teaching which 
had been neglected by the Palestinian guardians of His words. 

But in making such generalisations I am going beyond my 
allotted sphere as commentator on the Gospel, and I leave these 
questions now to judgements which are wiser than my own, 
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EKO.T6vra.pxos, 76, 297. 
iK{Ja"J\Xw, xxvi, 30, 99. 
EKeW,v, 36. 
EKXeKT6s, 257. 
EKKX'f}<Tla., 176, 198. 
EK'lropevoµa.1, XXVi. 

EXf'YX,W, 197• 
i"J\f'1}/J,O<TVP'1J, 57. 
Awfl, 294. 
iµ{Ja'lrTW, 27 5. 
eµ{Jp,µaoµa.,, 75, 97. 
eµ1ra.lfw, 216. 
lµ1ropos, 154. 
lµ1rpo<T8<v, 122. 
E/J,'lrTVW, 285. 
iv, xxvi ; instrumental, 25. 
iva.-yKa"J\lfw, 207. 
lvoxos, 47. 
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ivTa,f"&.i'w, 268. 
envXlcnrw, 298, 
i~eT&.i'w, 103. 
i~•pxoµa,, xxvi, 
i~l/J'T7Jµ1, l 34• 
i~oµoXo"f<W, 122, 
br&.vw, 220. 
brepwT&.w, 172. 
br71pe&.i'w, 56. 
brl, xxvii. 
brl TO avTo, 242. 
i1nfJ&.XXw, xxvii, 92. 
brl{J'>,71µa, 92. 
E'ITl"fCl,/J,{Jpeuw, 238. 
E'ITl"flVWIJ'KW, 122, 
ir,oelKvvµ,,, 237. 
irdJvµew, 51. 
E'lf'IOpKEW, 53. 
E'lf'IOUIJ'IOS, 59. 
ir,p&.rTw, xxvii, 92. 
ir1uK1&.i'w, 185. 
ir,uTpl,f,w, 181. 
E'lf'IIJ'VVO."fW, 2 50. 
E'lf'ITl871µ1, 220, 
irlTporos, 215, 
E'lf'l</>WIJ'KW, 300. 
EP"f0.T7JS, 214. 
lp"fOV, 120. 
iperyoµ,a,, 152, 
ip71µla, 171. 
lp71µ,os, 251. 
ipf,µwu,s, 255, 
ipwT&.w, 168, 211. 
fra'ipos, 119, 2 l 5, 281, 
frepos=dXXos, 82. 
fro,µ&.i'w, 265. 
eua"f"fEXlov, 37. 
eua"t"f'Xli'oµa,, 114. 
euoodw, 29. 
•~o~Kla, 122, 
eu8us, xx, 
EVKa1pla, 26g. 
e(/KO'lf'OS, 87, 211, 
eiJXo"t7JTOS, 284. 
euvolw, 50. 
euvoOxos, 2o6. 
txw n KaT&., 49. 
lws ll.v, 259. 
lws ov, 278. 

i'71µ16w, 182. 
i'ryos, 124. 
pJµ71, 173. 
fw,j, 208. 

V(Eµwv, 287, 
7JOUOIJ'/J,OV, 247. 
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,jXel, 294. 
71X1Kla, 64. 

0aoJafos, 100. 
8edoµa,, 56, 115. 
8lX71µa, 69, 196. 
8,)Xus, 206. 
8pfivos, 18, 
8ry&.T7JP, 95. 
8rya.Tp1ov, 95, 

Wo6, lxxxvi. 
'IepodoXuµa, lxi, 12, 37. 
:r,po1:!'ax.,,µ, 12. 
I71uous, 9. 

'I71uoOs XpluTos, 2. 
lKavos tva, 77. 
txews, 181. 
lµ&.nov, 54, 220. 
'Iouoala, II, 15. 
'IuKap1wT71s, 100, 
luxupos, 162. 
lw-ra, 46. 

Ka8apli'w, 75. 
Ka87J"f7JT,js, 245. 
Kal, xx. 
KCl,AU'lf'TW, 82. 
Kdµ,ivos, 153. 
Ka.va.va'ios, 100. 

Kapola T1/S "f'IS, 139. 
KaTafJalvw, l 2 I. 
KarnfJ,fJ&.fw, I 2 r. 
KaTafJoX.,,, I 52. 
KaTa8eµ,aTli'w, 286. 
KCl,TO.KELµ,a1, 268. 
KaTaMw, 46, 294. 
KaTaµav8&.vw, 65. 
KaTa'lf'ETa/J'/J,CI,, 296, 
KaTa'lf'OVTl1w, 162, 194, 
KaTaxlw irl, 268. 
KCl,T€~0UIJ'IO.jW, 217, 
Kauu8lw, 143. 
KaTotdw, xv, lxi. 
KCJ,IJIJ'WV, 215, 
Kepala, 47. 
K'7VIJ'OS, I 92, 
KIVEW, 244. 
KAO.DOS, 221. 
K°Xalw, 286. 
KAau8µ,os, 78. 
K°Xe£s, 176, 
KA7Jpovoµ,lw, 265. 
K°Xlv71, xxvii, 87. 
KO°Xo{Jow, 257, 
KOPtd.W, 248. 
KOVIOpTOS, 104, 
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1C61r-rw, 119, 221. 
Kop/30.v, 164. 
Kopf3avas, 287. 
Ko<rµos, 43, 153, 154, 195. 
KOV<r-rwola, 300. 
Kpaf3anos, xxvii, 87, 
Kpa<r1reoov, 95, 244. 
Kpa-rlw, 304. 
Kpav-yafw, 131. 
Kp<µO.VVVµL, 194• 
Kpl<ris, 48, 140 ; 71µlpa Kpl<rEws, 

139· 
KpV'lr'TW, I 52. 
K-rlfw, 203, 206, 
KUµtvov, 247• 
Kupios, 75. 
KWAUW, 207. 

M8pa, lxi. 
;\a;\lw µ•-ra, xxix. 
;\aµ/30.vw, So. 
A•f3f3a'ios, 100, 
A?JV6s, 230. 
ALKµaw, 232. 
M-yos, 138. 
;\v,rlw, 190. 

AtJXvla, 43. 

Ma-yaoav, 172. 
µd-yos, II. 
µa811-r•uw, 154, 298. 
Ma88afos, 89, 100. 
µaKO.f)I-OS, 39• 
µa;\aKla, 37. 
µa;\aK6s, II5, 
µaµµwvas, 62. 
µap-rvs, 198. 
µap-rup,ov, 7 5. 
µl;\;\w, 182, 216, 254-
µETaf3alvw, 129. 
µ•-ralpw, I 55, 
µ,-raµl;\oµa,, 228, 
µETaµopq,6w, 183, 
µnavolw, 23, 
µe-ravo,a, 23. 
µe-ral;u, 197. 
µi,1ro-r<, 264. 
/,UKp6s, 112, 
µ<Kp6T<pos, n6. 
µl;\iov, 55. 
µ,<r86s, 42. 
µv?J<r'T<VW, 9. 
µo,xa;\ls, 138. 
µo,xaw, 207. 
µv<r-ri,pwv, 144. 
µwp6s, 49. 

Nafapa., 16. 
Na1wpafos, 16. 
vea.11,s, 10. 
veavl<rKos, 209, 
V<,j,€A?J, 185. 
V?J<rT<la, 190. 
vf/<rns, 171. 
VOjJ,t/C6S, 241, 242, 
v6-ros, 140. 
vu µq,11, 262. 
vvµq,los, 91, 
vvµq,wv, 91. 

/;11p6s, 129. 

oo6s, 102, 227, 237. 
olKooe<r1r6-r11s, 155. 
olvos, 293. 
o;\i-yom<r-rla, 189, 190. 
OAL')'O'lrL<Y'TOS, 65, 83. 
~µµa, 219. 
aµo,ow, u9. 
llµoios, 149. 
oµvvw iv, 53. 
aµo;\o-ylw iv, 109. 
(,vap, lxi. 
/Svoµa, 112. 
/S/;os, 293. 
IS7r,<r8<v, 95. 
01rl<rw, 2 5, 35. 
/l,rws, lxxxvi, 
lh-av, xxx. 
ll-r,, XX, 

oupav,os, lvi. 
OU µ11, 47, 137, 164, 253. 
OV-11'0,S, 257. 
oq,«;\h11s, 200. 
oq,«;\-q, 200. 
oq,8a;\µos, 62, 215. 
llq,,s, 104. 
/Sx;\os, lxxxvi. 
/Sy,•, 300. 

,ra-y,oeuw, 237. 
1ra1s, 77. 
71'0.ALV, xx, 129, 2II. 
,ra;\,ryeve<rla, 212. 
1rapaf3alvw, 163. 
,rapa-ylvoµa,, lxi, 12. 
1rapa-yw, xxvi. 
1rapao«-yµa-rl1w, 9, IO, 
,rapaolowµ,, 122. 
1rapa8aAa<r<r<os, 33. 
1rapa1CaAlw, 41. 
,rapaKOUW, 198, 
1rapa;\aµf3dvw, lxi, 9, 26o, 
1rapaAV'TL1Cas, 37. 
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,rap<MrKEIJTJ, 298. 
,rdpELµ,, 281. 
'ITO,{JEKT6S, 52, 
,rapepx,oµa,, 16o, 
,rap8evos, 10. 
,rapovo-la, 254. 
,rapoy,ls, 251. 
,raTTJp, lvi, 44. 
1TaTp£s, 155, 
1TE18er,1, xxvii, 290, 
'ITEIVO,W, 3 I, I 26, 
,r{>-.a-yos, 194. 
'ITEV8ew, 41, 91, 
,replK«p.aL, xxvi, 
'ITEpL'IT<J,TfW, 35• 
,rep,uu,uw, 144, 
,rhpa, 176. 
Ilfrpos, I 76. 
,rerpwli11s, 143. 
,r1Jpa, 102. 
,rijxvs, 64. 
,r,Kpws, 286. 
,rlvw, 218, 
'ITLUTEUW Eis, 194• 
'ITlO'TLS, 65, 96, 162, 168, 172, 189, 224. 
'ITAflO'TOS, 120, 221, 
,rX11p6w, lxi, 45. 
,r;\1Jpwµa, 92. 
,r;\ouu,os, 298. 
,ro,ew TI', 8eA7J1J.a, 69, 142, 
'ITOtoS, 209, 241, 262, 
,roXXd, xx. 
,roXXa,rhaO'lwv, 214. 
,rov11pla, 237. 
'ITOV7J/JOS, 54, 60, 62, 215, 
,ropeuoµa.,, 219. 
,ropvela., 52, 201, 
,roptf>upa, 292. 
'ITOT7Jp£ov, 217, 
'ITpaLTWpLOI', 292, 
,rpq,tJs, 40.-
,rp!v 1/, 9. 
,rpoa.6)..,ov, xxvii. 
,rp6fJaTov, 102, 

,rp68eO'<S, 127, 
1rp6s, xxix. 
1rpouepxoµa.,, lxxxvi, 31, 38. 
1rpouwx.1J, 190. 
1rpOO'exw d1r6, 105, 173. 
1rpO<r7JhVTOS, 246. 
1rpOO'Kv11ew, lxxxvi, 12, 32, 
1rpou)..a.µfJtivw, 181. 
1rpoO'tf>epw, lxxxvi. 
1rpotf>8dvw, 192. 
1rpotf>1JT11s, 112, 250, 
7rTEp6-yLOV, 3 I• 
TTWp.a, 298. 

'ITTWX,OS, 39. 
,rv)\11, 68; ,r67'.a, if.oov, 176, 
1ruA.W11, xxvii. 
,rvv8tivoµa,, lxi, 
,rfip, 26, 195. 
1rvppdtw, 173, 
,rw)\os, 220. 

pafJfJel, 184. 
pdfJlios, 103. 
pa.Kti, 49• 
ptiKos, 92. 
pa.1rlfw, 285. 
P,a.tf>ls, 211. 
Pa.xtifJ, 3· 

PTJ'YVVJJ.L, 93. 
pijp.a, 138. 
p6µ11, 56. 

utifJfJa.Tov, 126, 256, 299, 
UO.h'lrL'Yf, 261. 
ua.X,rlfw, 56. 
uiip~ Ka.I a.lµa, 176, 
O'apow, 141. 
UEI0'µ6s, 82, 
O'fA7JVLatop.a,, 37, 188. 
0'7JµEtoV, 173, 
I.lµwv, 35. 
<rKa.v/ia)..£tw, 51. 
O'Ka.voa.)..ov, 181, 
UKf/1'7/, 184. 
UKOTOS, 78, 236. 
UKV8pw1r6s, 61. 
<rKvXXw, 99. 
uotf>!a, 119. 
O'Otp6s, 250, 
O''ITelpw, 148. 
O''ITAa.-yxvlfoµa.,, 98, 
0''1Toli6s, 121. 
O'?r6p,µos, 126. 
O'Ta.OtOS, 162, 
UTa.TT}p, 192, 
<rTa.vp6s, 11 I. 
urdxvs, 126. 
O'nfJds, xxvii, 221, 
unXfJ6w, xxvii, 184, 
O'TpEtpW, 181, 287. 
O'TV-yvdtw, 173, 210. 
uvµfJovAevw, 267. 
O'VµfJouX,ov, 130, 237. 
O'vvri-yw, lxxxvi, 235, 265, 
O'vvalpw, 200, 264. 
O'VVa.Pa.K«µa.,, I 58. 
O'VV€OpL011, 48. 
O'VPEXW, 37. 
uvv1ropEVoµa,, 201. 
O'VVO'Ta.vp6w, xxvi. 
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O'tJVTfl..e,a, IS 3, 2 54. 
'!;vpla, 37. 
O'VO"TEetpw, 190, 
O'<f,66pa, 13, 185, 190. 
O'<f,vpls, I 72. 
uxl.('w, xxvi. 
O'xoM.('w, 141, 

TaXaV'TOV, 200. 
Taµ,e'iov, 57. 
.,.,, 235, 295. 
T< Kai, 235. 
'TfKJIOJI, I 20, 
'TfKTWV, 156, 
r,Xews, SS f., 210. 
.,.,xos, 192, 254. 
TEXWV'f/S, SS, 198. 
rerpaapxrJs, 157. 
T'YJp<w, 208, 
riXXw, 126. 
TOTE, lxxxvi. 
Tpriµ,a, xxvii, 2 II. 
rpoq,fi, 103. 
Tpvµ,aX,a, xxvii, 2II, 
rpi'11r7Jµ,a, 213. 
Tprfryw, 260. 

vlos ToO 8eo0, 85 ; o vlos Toil 6.v8prfnrov, 
lxxi ff. ; o! vlo, ToO vt•µ,q,wvos, 91 ; 
o! viol TWV 6.v8pw,rwv, xxvii ff., I 36 ; 
ol v!ol Tijs {Ja0'1Xelas, 78, 153 ; v!os 
aaveta, 2. 

{11r&:yw, 27 5. 
U71'<111T'YJO'IS, 86, 262, 
U71'<1PXW, 210, 
v71'66rJµ,a, 103. 

ii71'0.('{;y1011, 220. 
U71'0K<1TW, 242, 243. 
ii71'011'661011, 53, 242, 243. 
UO'Tepiw, 210. 
fJO'TEpov, 238. 
uy,ow, 121. 

q,8avw, I 35. 
q,o{liw a.71'6, 109. 
q,pa.('w, I 54• 
q,pov,µ,os, 104 • 
q,vyt,, 256. 
q,vXaKTf,p1ov, 244. 
q,vXaO'O'W, 209,293 
q,vula, 166. 
q,ws, 184 • 
q,wnvos, 185. 

xm!JV, 54• 
x1wv, 301. 
xXaµ,us, 292. 
xoXfi, 293. 
xopra.('w, 41, 171. 
xoils, 104. 
XP'YJµ,arl.('w, 13. 
Xp10'TDS, 2, 
xwp,w, 2o6. 

y,ev6oµ,aprvpla, 282. 
>/tvxfi, 278. 

rJ,6£11, 254, 
lfipa, 78. 
wpafos, 249. 
wO'avva, 221. 
(J,O'TE, 287, 
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•i•JH •iux,, 214. 
Hni,H, 227. 

iJ1H, 288, 
n,•ip 11''11, IOI, 
')CH, 269. 
'ill'II, 39• 
11n,1:1:i, 57. 
'Jll!I n'J, 219, 
IIJ:"I C?1l/:"I J:I, 246, 
Cl:"l'l, 'lJ, 246, 
ltlll 'l::11 91. 
:-r!ln 'lJ, 91, 
::11::11 ?l/J, 107. 

22 

ll'lll i:i, lxxiii, 
ci1 ii:,:i, I 76. 
1•0• iri:i, 267. 
Hn':>J?ll, 293, 
Cl:"l'J, 49, ,1,, 6. 
mill ,:i,, 52, 207, 
,,,, 227. 

, :-rim, 122. 
l/1:'1:"I, 22I. 
:"IClJ:"1, 235, 265, ,m, 107. 

?JI, 107. 
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,n, 143. 
11:11n, 6o. 
:i•n, 47. 
:,',•',n, 181. 

J'll :mi, 62. 
l/1~1/'l', l/lt", 9, 
,~,·. 288. 

C)JJ, 2 35• 
:nm, :i•n,, 13, 

C'l!ln en',, 127, 
c~',, 112. 
n,,o, 49. 

~,92. 
n,,',o, lxviii. 
poo, 63. 
Cl1p JO, 120. 
,~o, n9. 
NnD, 89. 
':"t.ll, 301, 

Cl'Cll, 94, 
1¥J, 16, 
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M1¥l, /'l1¥l, 16. 
11,•n ,:iv, 37• 
, ,11, 278. 

11,n ':>11, 143. 
no',11, 10. 

'lll, 39, 
l/~!l, 6o. 
J'l/1J¥, 61. 
!!pi¥, 57• 
1"¥, 249• 
no¥, 16. 
c•,p, 215. 

itp•,, 49. 
Cl1jl 1111/1, 122. 

cv,, 215. 
'l!l',0 J1¥1, 122, 

. l!JE', 140. 

111:ii~. 247. 
lti;qi~, 126. 
NN<fi, 247. 
,•o',n, 154. 
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