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PREFACE BY THE GENERAL EDITOR 

FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT 

T HE Revised Version has to some extent super­

seded the need of annotation on the books of 

the New Testament, so far ·as the meaning of words 

and phrases is concerned. But the present Edition 

will, it is hoped, serve a good purpose in drawing the 

attention of young scholars to the importance of some 

of the changes made in that Version. 

Another aim is to present in a clear and intelligible 

form the best and most approved results of recent 
theological work on these books. 

The General Editor takes this opportunity of noting 
that, as in Tiu Cambridge Bible j()Y Sdwols, each writer 

is responsible for the interpretation of particular pas­

sages, or for the opinion expressed on any point of 

doctrine. His own pa.rt is that of careful supervision 
and occasional suggestion. 

ARTHUR CARR. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL 
OF PETER 

INTRODUCTION 

THE letter which bears this title comes to us as well 
attested as any book in the New Testament. There can 
be no doubt that it was current at the beginning of the 
second century A.D., if not before that date, and that it 
was valued highly by early Christian writers. Thus Poly­
carp, Bishop of Smyrna, writing to the Church of Philippi 
between the years I 10 and 117, makes frequent use of it, 
not indeed referring to it as the work of S. Peter nor 
making strictly verbal quotations from it, as a modern 
writer would, but freely and almost unconsciously inter­
weaving it with words of his own. Further, Clement, 
Bishop of Rome (whose letter, addressed to the Church 
of Corinth about 93-95, is the earliest Christian writing 
which remains to us outside the New Testament), almost 
certainly bad it before him, for, after urging lhe Corinthians 
to avoid 'evil speakings' ( 1 Pet. ii. 1 ), he clinches his 
argument with the quotation from the Proverbs-' God 
resistetb the proud, but giveth grace to the humble'­
which is found in I Pet.. v. 5, and in another passage he 
writes 'love covereth a multitude of sins' (taken from 
1 Pet. iv. 8): while The Teaclzing of the Twelve Apostus, 
which Dr Vernon Bartlct 1 dates not later than 100,contains 

1 Hastings' Di.twnaTJ' of f/,.e Bible, v. P· 449· 

B, I 



2 INTRODUCTION 

the warning 'to abstain from fleshly lusts,' which may well 
he a quotation from I Pet. ii. I 1. Before the end of the 
second century, at the time when Christians first began 
to be interested in the authorship of their sacred books, the 
Epistle was generally admitted to be the work of S. Peter. 
We have this stated definitely by two of the most learned 
Fathers, lrenaeus and Origen, and we cannot doubt that, 
when the Church historian Eusebius applies to it the 
epithets 'genuine' and 'undisputed,' he is giving the com­
monly received opinion. So far as evidence from out­
side is concerned, we cannot expect anything stronger or 
more definite than this. 

When we turn to the contents of the Epistle, to see 
what proof it gives of its author, date, and destination, we 
find an express statement that it was written by 'Peter, 
an apostle of Jesus Christ' (i. 1)1 who, staying in Babylon, 
despatched it 'by Silvanus, our faithful brother' {v. 12, 13). 

An attempt has been made to deny the genuineness of 
the Introduction and the Conclusion which contain these 
personal details ; but they rest on just I he same manuscript 
evidence as the rest of the Epistle, and stand or fall with 
it. lf the writer is not really S. Peter, it is someone who 
is assuming S. Peter's name. What 'Babylon' means can 
hardly be doubted. It is the city of Rome, called by the 
author of the Revelation 'Babylon the great, the mother 
of the harlots and of the abominations of the earth' (xvii. 5), 
which earns the title because, like the Chaldaean Bahylon, 
she persecutes the people of God. There are other 
indications of Roman origin. The writer speaks of 
provincial governors sent out by the Emperor (ii. 14) : he 
enumerates the districts of ' Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia and Bithynia' (i. 1 ), doubtless employing 'these 
terms in the Roman sense' to sum up 'the whole of Asia 
Minor north of the Taurus ranget,' a way of speaking 

1 Sir W. M. Ramsay. Tlze Church in tlu Rum/1#1 Empire 
bej,,,,., A.D, 170. 5th ed. 1897, p. 110. 



INTRODUCTION 3 
which would be natural to one who was in Rome at the 
time and knew something of provincial organization: in 
fact Sir W. M. Ramsay says of the Epistle that 'it is 
impregnated with Roman thought to a degree beyond any 
other book in the Bible 1.' That S. Peter was connected 
with the Roman Church and was martyTcd in Rome under 
Nero, we have good reason for believing: various early 
authorities attest it (Eus. H. E. ii. 25, v. 8), and there is 
therefore nothing improbable in his having written a letter 
from that city. Nor need we be surprised that he, a 
Galilaean, wrote in a style which, if not classical, is 
good Hellenistic Greek. The Roman Church, with which 
he was concerned, was largely a Gentile Church 
(Rom. xi. r3), of which Greek was the official language, 
and, although he is described in the Acts as 'unlearned 
and ignorant' (iv. r3), we must remember that such a 
description is given from the point of view of the 
Sanhedrin, and means that he, like our Lord, had had 
no official training in one of the Rabbinical Schools. 
Galilee may have been despised, but it was despised 
largely because it was Greek in culture and civilisation: 
it lay closer to the thoroughfares of the Eastern world 
than Jerusalem: and S. Peter himself had experience of 
foreign converts (Acts x, xi. 1-18) and associated with 
them intimately at Antioch (Gal. ii. 12). 

The people to whom the letter was addressed are 
described as 'the elect who are sojourners of the Disper­
sion' in various provinces of Asia Minor (i. 1). 'The 
Dispersion' is a technical term and means the Jews who 
were scattered up and down the world outside Palestine, 
but it must be used here in a metaphorical sense of the 
Christians who were living in small isolated communities 
in heathen districts, and particularly of Christians who 
had been converted from Paganism. This is made plain 

l Op. cit. p. 286. 



4 INTRODUCTION 

by many allusions in the Epistle. The readers of it once 
lived in ignorance according to their former lusts (i. 14) ; 
theirs was a vain manner of life handed down from their 
fathers (i. 18), in the past days when they wrought the 
desire of the Gentiles and were guilty of all imaginable 
crimes and idolatries (iv. 3). But now they have been 
called out of darkness into God's marvellous light (ii. 9), 
a consummation to which the prophets pointed forward, 
when the Spirit within them foreshadowed the sufferings 
of Christ (i. I 1). 

These readers were now passing through a period of 
manifold trials (i. 6); they were called to be partakers of 
Christ's sufferings (iv. 13); their adversary the devil was 
walking about, seeking whom he might devour (v. 8) ; it was 
a Lime of judgement (iv. 17), heralding the end of all things 
(iv. 7). Whether the author was writing dming a Lime of 
persecution, or in imminent danger of it, we cannot be 
certain. The phrase 'fiery trial' (iv. i2) must not mislead 
us, for it conveys the idea of precious metal tested in a 
furnace rather than that of cruel torture. We are not 
limited to the formal persecution of Christians under Nero. 
There must have been many attacks on them in the 
provinc~s, if not in Rome, of which we hear nothing: the 
treatment of S. Paul at Philippi and Ephesus will serve 
for an example. In any case, the trouble \'4Cas wide spread 
(v. 9), and so the Neronian persecution may have been, 
for, as Sir W. M. Ramsay says, 'it was inherent in the 
Imperial system that the Emperor's action should form 
a model for all provincial governors1,' and again 'when 
Nero had once established the principle in Rome, his 
action served as a precedent in every provini:e 1.' Still 
the language of the Epistle, taken by ltself, does not 
justify us in coming to an exact conclusion about the 
date, 

• Op, cit. p. 290 note. 



INTRODUCTION 

lt remains to consider a few of the objections which 
have been made to the traditional view that S. Peter wrote 
this letter. 

(1) The absence of such personal allusions and 
references as we should expect in a work of the Apo.,tle. 
The writer calls himself simply' Peter, an Apostle of Jesus 
Christ,' and adds that he is 'a fellow-elder and a witness 
of the sufferings of Christ' (v. 1). Of his friends he 
alludes only to Mark (v. r3), with whom we kno.w that 
S. Peter was intimate (Acts xii. 12), and to Silvanus 
(v. 12), who, if identical with Silas, was a 'chief man. 
among the brethren' of J erus;\lem (Acts xv. 22). He 
tells us nothing of his own intercourse with his master, 
nor does he indicate how much he owes to it. This 
objection is not serious. We have no right to form an 
artificial standard of what an Apostle's letter should be 
and then to reject whatever does not conform to it. 
Several of the Epistles of S. Paul tells us little or nothing 
of his life and experiences ; and we must not forget that 
the allusion to S. Peters remembrance of the Transfigura­
tion in 2 Peter (i. 17, 18) is one of the very grounds on 
which most critics deny the genuineness of that letter. If 
the presence of personal references is suspicious in the 
Second Epistle, the absence of them ought not to be 
treated as suspicious in the first. 

(2) The relation between the Roman Empire and the 
Church depicted in this Epistle,-which is thought not to 
be suitable to the reign of Nero, but to a later period. 
Sir W. M. Ramsay, who is the chief upholder of this 
objection, points out that in the reign of Nero Christians 
were persecuted not for the bare profession of Ch~istianity, 
but for certain definite crimes of which their· sect was 
thought to be guilty: while after the reign of Nero 
(probably in the reign of Vespasian) 'proof of definit~ 
crimes committed by the Christians (Jlagitia t:ohaermtia 
11omini) was no longer required, but acknowledgement of 



6 INTRODtJCTlON 

the Name alone sufficed for condemnation 1.' He goes on 
to say that I Peter fits in exactly with this state of things. 
'The Christians are not merely tried when a private 
accuser comes forward against them, but are sought out 
for trial by the Roman officials (v. 8, iii. 15). They suffer 
for the Name (iv. 14-16) pure and simple; the trial takes 
the form of an enquiry into their religion, giving them 
the opportunity of "glorifying God in this Name 1."' He 
therefore dates the Epistle about 75-So. If this be 
correct, we must give up all idea that S. Peter wrote it, 
for the evidence that he perished under Nero is too strong 
to disregard. But it may seriously be doubted whether 
the language of the Epistle is conclusive as to this late date. 
The important words are iv. 15-16, 'For let none of 
you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-doer, or 
as a meddler in other men's matters: but if a man suffer 
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him 
glorify God in this name.' These words do not necessarily 
mean that the Christians were prosecuted on theformal 
charge ef being Christiam, and they are quite appropriate 
to the victims of Nero who su,!fered as Christz'ans, because 
Christians were per jlagitia £nvisi and thought guilty of 
odium humani gmeris (Tac. Ann. xv. 44). Aj/iicti 
suppliczi's Ckristiani,genus kominum superstiliom's novae 
a& malejicae (Suet. Nero r6). The author of the Epistle, 
like S. Paul (Eph. iv. 28) and S. James (iv. 2), warns his 
readers to avoid the crimes which bring a scandal on 
members of the Church. Punishment for such offences is 
a thing to be ashamed of: it is a glory to suffor when 
you bear the consequences of being a Christian, and, as a 
Christian, are suspected of every imaginable crime. 

(.3) The close connexion between the contents of this 
letter and the ideas and language of S. Paul. We may 
admit the truth of this connexion at once, and yet not be 
compelled to deny that S. Peter wrote the Epistle which 

1 o,. ,;,. P· 145, 1 op. a1. PP· 28o-1. 



INTRODUCTION 7 
bears his name. Insistence on the virtue of faith (i. 51 71 9), 
on union with Christ (iii. 16), on Christ's vicarious 
sacrifice (i. 19, ii. 21 1 iii. 18)1 might have come direct from 
S. Paul himself. But this need not cause surprise, except 
to those who start with the presumption that S. Peter 
and S. Paul must each have taught a different 'type of 
Christianity. That is not the conclusion suggested by 
the Acts or the Epistles of S. Paul. Though S. Peter was 
entrusted' with the gospel of the circumcision' (Gal. ii. 7), 
this gospel was not different from that of the uncircum­
cision, and the pillar Apostles, James, Cephas and John 
gave to Paul and Barnabas 'the right hands of fellowship' 
(Gal. ii. 9). Nor need it surprise us that S. Peter should 
write to Gentile converts in districts which had been, in 
part at least, evangelized by S. Paul. He was one of 'the 
chiefest Apostles,' who had made the first decisive step in 
the admission of Gentiles to the Church (Acts x.), and 
at the Council in Jerusalem had voiced the cause of 
liberty against Judaism (Acts xv. 7-11). Yet it is 
significant that he does not take upon himself to speak 
with all authority to churches which he had no share in 
founding; he only exhorts the elders as 'a fellow-elder 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ' (v. 1): and, on 
the other hand, if he makes no allusion to the work of 
S. Paul, we must remember that this is a circular letter, 
and that three at least of the districts addressed (Pontus, 
Cappadocia and Bithynia) were not touched by S. Paul on 
any of his missionary journeys. There is nothing in 
the tom o{ the Epistle inconsistent with the idea that 
here we really have the words of S. Peter, addressed to 
converts whom he had not seen, to strengthen them or to 
prepare them for the hour of trial. A more serious 
difficulty lies in the fact that there is a literary connexion 
between 1 Peter and the writings of S. Paul. This con­
nexion is not to be underrated, nor denied: it is there 
for all readers of the Epistle to notice. There can be 
little doubt that the author knew and quoted the Epistle 
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to the Ephesians, and perhaps also that to the Romans. 
The passages chiefty concerned are 

i. 3=Eph. i. 3 (Blessed be the God and Father ... ). 
ii. 18= Eph. vi. 5 (Duty of servants). 
iii. r = Eph. v. 22 (Duty of wives). 
iii. 22=Eph. i. 20, 21 (Exaltation of Jesus). 
11. 6-Io= Rom. ix. 25-33 (Quotations from Isaiah 

and Hosea). 
ii. 13, 14= Rom. xiii. 1-4 (Obedience to the civil 

power). 
iii. 9=Rom. xii. 17 (Not rendering evil for evil). 
iv. 9-11 =Rom.xii. 6-8 (Use of spiritual gifts). 

That S. Peter, who probably suffered in the Neronian 
persecution of 64, may have known these two Epistles, 
we can well believe. Both of them were undoubtedly 
published in his life time. That to the Romans was 
written from Corinth during S. Paul's third missionary 
journey, and that to the Ephesians from Rome during 
the impiisonment described in Acts xxviii. The only 
que.stion is whether S. Peter would have incorporated 
quotations from the writings of a brother Apostle freely, 
wiLhout acknowledgement, as ff he were giving utterance 
to his own thoughts. Certainly no writer of the twentieth 
cenLury would do such a thing. But we must remember 
that the idea of 'literary property' is a modern idea. 
S. Luke was a friend and companion of S. Mark (Col. iv. 
10, 14; Philemon 24). Yet, in writing his Gospel, he 
silently included four-fifths of the Gospel according to 
S. Mark, sometimes quoting it 11er/Jatim, sometimes 
adapting it to suit his own idea of literary form or 
historical truth. So S. Peter may have drawn upon the 
writings of S. Paul, which, from their intrinsic importance, 
must soon have gained a wide currency. If, on other 
grounds, the Epistle is appropriate to its supposed author, 
the difficulty caused by its relation to the writings of 
S_ Paul is not sufficient to warrant us in rejecting- an 
early and almost unanimous tradition, 



THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL 

OF 

PETER 

J. 1-2. The Salntation. 

PETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the elect who 1 
are sojourners of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the fore- :z 
knowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the 

I. 1. An a.poeUe. S. Peter's apostleship givei. him 1he right 
to speak freely to the Churches of Asia Minor, even if he does 
not know them. 

The elect. The Chri~tians whom God has chosen for His 
own possession have taken the place "of the chosen people 
(Isaiah xliii. 20): they are' the Israel of God' (Gal. vi. 16). 

Who a.re sojourners of the Dispersion. If this be the correct 
translation, the reference must be to the Christian Jews scattered 
o,·er fuia Minor. But there is no article before the word 
meaning ' Dispersion ' in Greek ; and the phrase must mean 
• Christians, of whatever race, scattered up and down,' as the 
Jews had been, 'among people of other religions'-' sojourners 
and pili:rims' (ii. 11) on an earth where they have no 'abiding 
city' (Heh. xi. 13, xiii. 1'4)• 

Pontua, Ga.latia, Cappa.docJa, Aala, and Bithyllla. The names 
given make up • the whole of Asia Minor north of the Taurus 
range.' Their order seems to be that in which the bearer of the 
letter, probably Silvanus, visited the Churches, after landing at 
a sea-port of Pontus. We may wonder why the district south 
of Taurus is excluded: but 'Cilicia goes with Syria, not with 
&ia Minor, and Pamphylia and Lycia seem not to have had 
important Christian communities in early times.' (Ramsay1.} 

2. Acoord.ing to \he foreknowledge of Ood the Father. 
Mo~t m1,turallr taken with • the elect.' The WQrk of each 

' OJ. ,it. p. no, 



10 I PETER 

Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ : Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

3--12. Introduction. The blessing of salvation (a} secured by 
the Resurrection of Christ, (b) the secret of Christian joy, 
{,) foretold by prophets . 

. l Blessed he the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Cbrist, who according to his great mercy begat us•again 
unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

4 from the dead, unto an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 

5 for you, who by the power of God are guarded through 
faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

Person of the Trinity lowards man is here defined. God the 
Father, as it were, takes knowledge of His people before He 
chooses them out. His foreknowledge and choice show them­
selves in 'sanclification by the Spirit' (cf. 2 Thess. ii. 13), and 
result in 'obedience and Trinkling with the blood of Christ.' 

Sprinkling. Dr Hort sees here a clear reference to Exodus 
xxiv. 3-8, where the people with whom God is making His 
covenant promise to do all that He has said 'and be obedient,' 
and are sprinkled with the blood of the peace-offerings. There 
is now a new Covenant between God and man (Mark xiv. 2,t} 
sealerl by the blood of the new victim, Christ, under which His 
people pledge themselves to be obedient and to do what He 
ordains. 

Dr Hort finds in lhe words also a rereri:nce to fellowship in 
martyrdom with Christ (see iv. 13). 

Graoe to you and pe&e&. Part of the salutation used almost 
invariably by S. Paul. 

a. messed /Je t.he God a.nd Father. er. Eph. i. 3. 
Begat ua agaln. The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the 

starting point of a new existence, in place of a life which was 
dead (Eph. ii. 1, 5), 

i. The new existence will culminate in a Heavenly inheri­
tance, which is the promised land reserved for the Israel of God, 
or, as v. 5 says, 'a salvation ready lo be revealed.' 

II. Faith which is • the assurance of things hoped for' 
(Heh. xi. 1), by God's help carries men through trial and per­
secution lo their final deliverance, which is nearer now than 
when they first believed (Rom. xiii. II). 

The last time. The appointed hour of Christ's comin~, 
which will put an end to suffering. 

1 Tiu Fu-1f Epistfe of SI P,ter I. ,-U. 171 ,Bgll, p. •3-



l 6-1 I 1 PETER u 
time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a little 6 
while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in manifold 
temptations, that the proof of your faith, /Jeing more 7 
precious than gold that perisheth though it is proved by 
fire, might be found unto praise and glory and honour at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ: whom not having seen ye 8 
love; on whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 9 
souls. Concerning which salvation the prophets sought 10 

and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
skould come unto you : searching what time or what 11 

manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them 

6. Wbereln. The Greek should probably be translated • in 
whom,' the antecedent being Jesus Christ, as in v. 8. 

If need be. If God so will. 
Manifold temptations. R. V. margin 'trials,' intended to 

test their faith in all kinds of ways. 
T. The proof of_ your faith. Strictly speaking, it is not the 

'proof' which is more precious, but the •faith' that is proved. 
The words are used loosely, but the meaning is clear. Gold, 
peruhable substance though it be, is purified in the fire (Ps. xii. 
6): faith, which is imperishable, will show its worth still more 
when it has been through the fiery trial (iv. n), and will receive 
praise and honour from God. 

That per1sheth "Ulough it la proved. The R.V. has spoiled 
the sense; which is ' Gold that perisheth and yet is refined in the 
fire.' 

At the revelation. Christ's second coming is the revelation 
of Himself, when men will see Him as He is. 

8. on whom. Goes closely with ' believing.' 
9. Even now, by anticipation, Christian converts receive the 

deliverance from pain and death, which is the destined result or 
faith in God. 

10. The gra.c& that skauld come. Tl1e divine favour which 
has been shown towards the Gentiles by their admission within 
the covenant. Compare Isaiah Iii. ro, 15, Joel ii. z8, Micah iv. 
1-5, Zech. xiv. 16. • 

U. The later prophets, who spoke of the privileges of the 
Gentiles, were inspired by the Spirit of Christ to foretell the 
sufferings that should befall the Messiah (Isaiah liii., Zech. xii. 
10) and the triumphs that should follow theru llsaia.h Iii. 13): 
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. did point unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
12 of Christ, and the glories that should follow them. To 

whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto 
you, did they minister these things, which now have been 
announced unto you through them that preached the 
gospel unto you by the Holy Ghost sent forth from 
heaven ; which things angels desire to look into. 

13-211. Need for seriousness, because (11} God is the judge, 
(b) Christ has redeemed you with His blood. Need for love 
of the brethren. 

r.~ Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be sober 
and set your hope perfectly on the grace that is to be 

r4 brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ ; as 
children of obedience, not fashioning yourselves according 

15 to your former lusts in the time of your ignorance: but 
like as he which called you is holy, be ye yourselves also 

but they could not tell either the exact moment at which 
such things would happen, or the circumstances which should 
attend them. 

12. To the prophets, who asked when these thingii should 
be, the answer came that the fulfilment of all the prophecy by 
which they were privileged to serve God was not for themselves 
but for these Gentiles, who now, through 1he work of Evangelists 
guided by the Spirit, have received the very blessings which lhe 
prophets foretold. 

W.b.lch things ugels dealre to look into. For the interest 
of the angels in God's dispensation towards men, cf. Eph. 
iii. 10. 

13. Girding up the loins of your mind. With every 
faculty intent and watchful. 

Be aober. Keep your balance, do not be upset by false 
opinion.,. 

The grace. In one sense (that of admission to the covenant) 
the grace is theirs alrea,ty : in another (that of final deliverance) 
it will only be brought to them at the coming of Christ. 

U. Instead of taking as your standard the Heeling ignorant 
desires or heathenism, model yourselves on God {Matt. v. 48), 
who is the Holy One, completely separate from all defilement. 

lfi. Be ye ... hoq. The Greek is 'Become holy.' 
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holy in all manner of living; because it is written, Ye 16 

shall be holy; for I am holy. And if ye call on him as •i 
Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according 
to each man's work, pass the time of your sojourning in 
fear: knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible 18 
things, with silver or gold, from your vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers; but with p1·ecious blood, 19 
as of a lamb without blemish ancl without spot, even the 
blood of Chris.t : who was foreknown indeed before tht' 20 

foundation of the world, but was manifested at the end of 
the times for your sake, who through him are believers in 21 

God, which rnised him from the dead, and gave him 
glory ; so that your faith and hope might be in God. 

ID all mB.D.Der or living. In every form of intercourse with 
other people. 

18. BecallB8 1\ ls written. Lev. xi. 44. 
17. U ye call on h1m. If the God whom you invoke as 

Falher is also the righteous and impartial judge, 'see that ye 
walk circumspectly' all the time that you are sojourners in this 
sinfol an<l alien world. 

18. A further reason for fear, namely, the tremendous cost of 
redemption. 

Redeemed. Delivered from bondage, as the children of Israel 
had been (EKod. xv. 13). 

Va.in mll.llD.er of ~e. A way of living which was delusive, 
disappointing, governed by false ideas. 

19. The reference probably is to the Paschal Lamb, who was 
to be ' without blemish,' and whose blood sprinkled 'on the two 
side posts and on the lintel ' of the door secured lhe deliverance 
of the Israelites from the destroying Angel. 

20. Wbo wu forell:nowu. God foreknew His Son, in the 
sense that He designated Him to His work long before. Dr Hort1 

compares God's- words to Jeremiah at his call ijer. i. 5)1 • Before 
I formed thee in the belly, I knew lhee.' 

11:anifellted. When He became man. 
Ai the and or Ul.e ttmea. When the fulness of time was 

come, and things were ripe for His manifestation. 
m.. And gave h1m glory. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

was the crowning revelation of what He really was. CC. Rom. i. 
4, • Who was declared to be the Son of God with pow.er ... by 
the resurrection from the dead.' Phil. ii. 9. 

lo \hat your faith ILlld hope might be ID God. All the 
I 0;. cit. p. !fQ. 
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u Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to 
the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one 

23 another from the heart fervenlly: having been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through 

24 the word of God, which liveth and abideth. For, 
All flesh is as grass, 
And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, ~and the flower falleth: 

25 But the word of the Lord abidetb. for ever. 
And this is the word of good tidings which was preached 
unto you. 

IL 1-10. The Christian's growth and privilege. 

2 Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile, 
:a and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as 

newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is 
without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation ; 

glorification and exaltation of the Son is to lead men's thoughts 
to the Father, and to make Him the object of their trust and 
hope : so the Son revenls the Father. 

22. Practical advice. Obedience to the truth, i.e. to the 
teaching of the Gospel which reveals things as they a.Je, will 
lead to :i. cleansing of their very selves. (Cf. John xvii. r7, 
• Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth.') When the 
cleansing is effected 11.lld evil passions removed, an energetic and 
genuine brotherly love will reign. 

13. Remember that your new birth is due, not to perishable 
seed, but to the imperishable revelation of God, through His Son· 
11.lld through His preachers. Therefore fruitful, permanent re• 
suits 11re expected of you. 

For the thought of• the seed' and • the word,' cf. the Parable 
of the Sower, Mark iv. 1-20. 

94--26. For. Isaiah xL 6--8. 
D. 1. Therefore. Because you are regenerate. 
All wickedlleaa. The special vices noted are those which are 

most incompatible with love of the brethren. 
~- The Ch.ristiaD6 have just been begotten again. They have 

to • tum, and become as little children' (Matt. xviii. 3), lo desire 
the food of babes, which can nourish the higher faculties of the 
soul, a.nd in which there is nothing treacbecoUli or deceptive (as 
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if ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious : unto whom J 
coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of men, but with 4 

God elect, precious, ye also, as living stones, are built up 5 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. Because it is contained in scripture, 6 

Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect, 
precious: 

And he that believeth on him shall not be put to 
shame. 

For you therefore which believe is the preciousness: but 7 
for such as disbelieve, 

The stone· which the builders rejected, 
The same was made the head of the corner; 

and, B 
A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence; 

opposed to v. r. Cf. v. n). This will make them grow lo fuU 
manhood and become more fit for salvation, for it is the grace of 
the Lord Himself, as they have already e11tperienced {v. 3). 

S. An adaptation of Ps. xxxiv. 8. 
t-0. An illustration of the graciousness of Christ. He is lhe 

corner-slone, once rejected but now accepted (Ps. cxviii. n), and 
all Christians must be closely built on to Him. But the union 
is a personal, a 'living.' union: the Christian community is a 
house, but it is something more. It has priestly duties to per­
form and sacrifices to offer which are superior to the sacrifices of 
the Law-acts of prayer, praise, and self-devotion, which God 
accepts beca11Se they are offered through Jes11S Christ and draw 
all their worth from Him. 

6. BecaUBe. The very words of the Old Testament prove 
whal has been said. 

Scripture. Isaiah xKviii. 1 6 (freely quoted from the Greek 
translation). 

Shall not be put to shame. The Heh. has ' shall not make 
haste,' i.e. sh:ill not have to flee in fear. 

7. For you therefore. As yon believe, yon find Him precious, 
and will enjoy all the benefits that come from Him. 

The stone which. Ps. cxviii. u. Disbelieving people find 
that the Psalmist's words come true after a.JI. 

8. A stone. Isaiah viii. 14. 
Boak of ol!'Bllce. The rock which trip& the traveller up, as he 



16 1 PETER n 9-12 

for they stumble at the word, being disobedient : where-
9 unto also they were appointed. But ye are an elect race, 

a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own 
possession, that ye may shew forth the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light : 

,o which in time past were no people, but now are the people 
of God : which had not obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy. 

ll. 11-lV. 11. Practical s11ggestions. 

]I. 11-12. Need for inward pu.rity and seemly behaviour. 

1 , Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, to 
abstain from fleshly lusts, which wa.r against the soul; 

11 having your behaviour seemly among the Gentiles; that, 
wherein they speak against you as evil-doers, they may by 

~oes. Unbelievers refuse lo listen to the prophecy which speaks 
of Christ as the comer-stone, and so it becomes to them a stum­
bling block. 

WhereW1to also they were a.ppoinwd. Stumbling is the 
foreorclaioed penally of disobedience. 

9. Made up of phrases from the Greek translation of Is. :id iii. 
20, 'JI and ExoJ. xi~. 5, 6. 

The Christian community has taken the place of the Jewish 
nation (i. 1). They have been specially chosen, made priests 
(v. 5) in God's kingdom, consecrated and set apart to declare 
the glories of God who rescued them from the darkness of 
heathenism. 

10- Taken from Hos. ii. z3. Hosea was speaking of the 
recovery of the Jews: S. Peter seems to be speaking of the 
iogathering of the Gentiles {cf. Rom. ix. -i5, :16). 

U. Aa aoJourn&l'll and pilgrimB. Because they are such 
(i. 1), they must not entangle themselves with things of a lower 
order in which they have no part, things which are fatal to their 
true self. 

1.2. Wherein. In the very point in which. 
All evil-doers. It is probable that abuse of a vague kind was 

very soon thrown at the Christians. Suetonius speaks of them 
as 'genus lwmfoum superrtilionis nov~ ac 111aleficae ' (Nero 16) : 
Tacitus says that they were 'per jlagitia invin' (Ann. :s:v. 44), 
but cannot bring any more definite charge against them than' odium 
/,M1nani g-meris.' l'upular prejudice helped Nero when.he per• 
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your good works, which they behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 

13-lT. Duty of subjection to lhe c-ivil power. 
Be subject to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 13 

sake : whether it be to the king, as supreme ; or unto 14 

governors, as sent by him for vengeance on evil-doers and 
for praise to them that do well. For so is the will of God, r5 
that by well-doing ye should put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men : as free, and not using your freedom for a 16 
cloke of wickedness, but as bondservants of God. Honour 17 

all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour 
the king. 

18--211. Relation of slaves to mru;ters. 
Servants, be in subjection to your masters with all 18 

fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 

seculed lhem in 64 A. D. In the next century very definite charges 
of incest and cannibalism were made against them. 

The day of viBita.tlon. A day when God comes to work upon 
the heathen and open Lheir eyes to the truth. The phrase comes 
from the Old Testament, Is. x. 3, Jer. xxvii. 12. Cf. also Luke 
xix. 44. 

13. For the Lord's sake. Who was Himself s,ibject. 
The JdJlg. The Roman Emperor. 
14. Governors. PrO\•incial governors, who owe their com­

mission to the Emperor, and whose function is to check evil and 
applaud good. Cf. Rom. xiii. 3, 4. 

111. God wishes you to deserve such applause by proving that 
you are not evil-doers (v. n) : then you will slop the mouths of 
ignorant people who persist in calumniating yon. 

16. A cloke or. A disguise for. Though Christians are free 
(John viii. 32, Gal. v. •/• they are still subject to the moral 
law, for they are the Lords bondservants (1 Cor. vii. H, ix. 21). 

1T. Honour B.11 men. There is to be no contempt shown to 
the heathen among whom they dwell. 

The brotherhood. The body of Christian brethren. 
18. With all fear. Dr lligg 1 thinks that 'fear of God' is 

meant, but lhe similar passage in Eph. vi. 5 (' with fear and 
trembling') seems to point to lhe meaning 'fear of man,' 'fear 
.. .lest they should do anything amiss' (Hammond 1). 

l Tiu /,itrrnatu,na/ Critical Comr,u,itn,y. Epistles of St Pet,,. a,rd 
St/we, Igot, p, ,42. 

• A paraplmise a,rd """elation yon n{t tlu 600~ ef l~e Nn,, 
Ttslammt, 4th ed. 1675, p. 641, 

B. 2 
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19 froward. For this is acceptable, ir for conscience toward 
20 God a man endureth griefs, suffering wrongfully. For 

what glory is it, if, when ye sin, and are buffeted for ii, 
ye shall take it_ patiently? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for ii, ye shall take it patiently, this is acceptable 

21 with God. For hereunto were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye 

22 should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile 
23 found in his mouth : who, when he was reviled, reviled 

not again ; when he suffered, threatened not; but com-
24 mitted himself lo him that judgeth righteously: who his 

own self bare our sins in his body upon the tree, that we, 
having died unto sins, might live unto righteousness ; by 

25 whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were going astray 
like sheep ; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and 
Bishop of your souls. 

III. 1-6. Relation of wives to husbands. 

3 In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to your own 
husbands ; that, even if any obey not the word, they may 

Froward. Perverse, wayward, crooked. 
19. For conscience toward God. Because like S. Paul, he 

wishes 'to have a conscience void of offence toward God.' 
(Acts xxiv. 16.) 

Grief&. Pains. 
21. Hereunto. To do well and suffer for it. 
99. Who did no sin. Isaiah !iii. 9. (The whole paragraph 

is coloured by the language of Isaiah liii.) 
23. Committed himself. Entrusted His cause. 
24. Bare our s!na. Lifted up our sins in His own body on to 

the tree. Christ not only was the sin-offering Himself (Isaiah liii. 
ro), but also, as the Priest, presented the sins of the whole wodd 
upon the altar of the CTOss on which He suffered. 

211. Shepherd. Just as Christ is both Victim and Priest, so 
He is both the Lamb who suffers patiently and the Shepherd 
who gathers lhe sheep that are scallered abroad Gohn x. 16). 

Bl.sbop. The word is not yet fixed down to its ecclesiastical 
sense, and had betler be translated 'overseer.' In v. z (if the 
text be correct) the Presbyters are commanded : • Tend the ftock 
or God which is among you, exercising the oversigkl, not of con­
straint, hut willingly, according to God.' Cf. Acts xx. 28. 
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without the word be gained by the behaviour of their 
wives ; beholding' your chaste behaviour coupled with 2 

fear. Whose at/Qrning let it not be the outward adorning J 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of 
putting on apparel ; but lei it be the hidden man of the 4 
heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For !i 
after this manner aforetime the holy women also, who 
hoped in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection to 
their own husbands : as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling 6 
him lord : whose children ye now are, if ye do well, and 
are not put in fear by any terror. 

T. Relation of husbands to wives. 

Ye husbands, in like manner, dwell with your Tuives 7 
according to knowledge, giving honour unto the woman, 

Ill. 2. C1JUjled w:lth fear. The passage in Eph. v. 33 (' And 
let the wife see that she fear her husband'} shows whom the wife 
is to fear. She is lo be so modest and so fearfully eager to obey 
her husband that, even without any direct Christian teaching, 
she may win him to the faith. 

4. The hidden man or the heart. What is required is not 
outward ornament but inward personality, which must show itself 
(clothe itself) in meekness and quietness, an apparel which 
never wears out and alone has value in God's eyes. 

o. The holy women, of the Old Testament. 
6. Calling him lord. Gen. xviii. 1 :1 'My lord being old 

also.' 
Whose chUdren ye now are. V ou are the true descendants 

of Sarah, who exhibit her spirit of faith. (Heb. xi. 1 ,, 12. er. 
Gal. iii. 7.) 

Pu.t 1n fear by any terror. er. v. 14. Do not be afraid of 
any' sudden fear' (Prov. iii. 25) from without. Do not be unduly 
anxious, but persevere in well-doing. 

T. In like manner. Voll husbands have duties to your ,vives, 
ju.rt as you wives have to your husbands. 

According to knowledge. The life of the husband with his 
wife ought to be guided by knowledge, and not by caprice or 
lust. He must treat her with special respect, because he knows 
that (a) she is weaker than he, (b} she, like him, has the good 
gift of eternal life held out lo her. 

a-2 
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as unto the weaker vessel, as being also joint-heirs of the 
grace of life ; to the end that your prayers be not 
hindered. 

8-12. General precepts as to duties towards neighbours. 

8 Finally, /Je ye all Jikeminded, compassionate, loving as 
9 brethren, tenderhearted, humbleminded : not rendering 

evil for evil, or reviling for reviling; but contrariwise 
blessing; for hereunto were ye called, that ye should 

10 inherit a blessing. For, 

He that would love life, 
And see good days, 
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
And his lips that they speak no guile : 

11 And let him turn away from evil, and do good ; 
Let him seek peace, and pursue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
And his ears unto their supplication; 
Llut the face of the Lord is upon them that do evil. 

To the end that your pra.yera be not hindered. If you do 
not render to your wives their due, God will not listen 10 your 
petitions, when you pray. 

8. Lill:emtnded. Cf. Rom. xii. 16. 'Be of the same mind 
one toward annfher.' Agree in disposition one with another. 

9. Not rendering evil for evil. Rom. xii. 17 (with only one 
different word). 

But contra.rl.wise blealling, as Christ commanded (Luke vi. 18). 
For hereunto were ye called. Those who are to be addressed 

one day as the • blessed of my Father' (Matt. xxv. 34) must not 
utter anything but blessing. 

10-U. With slight changes from the Greek of Ps. xxxiv. 
u-16. S. Peter begins to quote the passage in order to show 
the reward of those who govern their tongue: but the last two 
verses of it apply generally to the upright behaviour which 
procures peace. 

10. Love life. Enjoy this life. 
11. . Pursue it. Not be contented till he has found 1t. 
12. Upon the righteone, to bless them. 
Upon them that do evil, to punish them. 
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lS-22. Suffering for righteousness' sake. Its effect exemplified 
by the suffering of Chrisl, who by it (1) was enabled to 
extend His ministry to others besides the living, (2} was 
raised in triumph to heaven. 

And who is he that will harn1 you, if ye be zealous of 13 

that which is good 1 But and if ye should suffer for 14 

righteousness' sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their 
fear, neither be troubled ; but sanctify in your hearts 15 

Christ as Lord : being ready always to give answer lo 

every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope 
that is in you, yet with meekness and fear: having a 16 
good conscience ; that, wherein ye are spoken against, 
they may be put to shame who revile your good manner 
of life in Christ. For it is better, if the will of God should 17 
so will, that ye suffer for well-doing than for evil-doing. 
Because Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous 18 

for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God; being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit; in 19 

which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison, 

13. And who 1B he. S. Peter builds on the words of the 
previous quotation. 'The Psalm is quite true. \lvho can harm 
you, if you really love (be zealous of} what is good? I do ·not 
call sulTering for righteousness sake by the name of harm : for 
Christ has pronounced a blessing on that' (Matt. v. 10). 

14. Fear not tbelr fear. Do not be afraid of their threats. 
From lsaiah viii. 12, 1 3. 

111. Sa.neWy, by making Him the only object of your fear 
(Isaiah viii. 13, cf. Luke xii. 5). 

Yet With meelCD.esB. Though you are bold enough to e~plain 
your hope, yet do so without arrogance and self-assertion. 

16. Having a good co1111cience. If your conduct be good 
and your conscience clear, you will silence your detractors. 

18. Bees.use Cbrllll. If you suffer for well-cloing, you will 
be imitating Christ, and such suffering has its effect. For in­
stance, Christ the righteous needed only to suffer 'once' far 
sins: He dealt decisively with sins, and so brought those who were 
far away to God. (Cf. S. Peter's words in Acts ii. 39.) 

Quickened In t.he spirit. Though His body died, His spirit 
gained new life and activity by death, and was enabled to extend 
the sphere uf its ministry (v. 19). 

19. ID. which. Clothed in that hum:rn spirit. 
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::io which aforetime were disobedient, when the longsutrering 
of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved 

:u through water : which also after a true likeness doth now 
save you, even baptism, not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good conscience 
toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ; 

22 who is on the right hand of God, having gone into 
heaven ; angels and authorities and powers being made 
subject unto him. 

Be went and preached. After His death and before His 
Resurrection (as v. H implies) He made a journey and preached 
the Gospel (iv. 6) Lu the spirils who were kept in w:trd awaiting 
·the judgement of the great day, and gave them an opportunity of 
repentance. 

26. Wbich aforetime were disobedient. S. Peter seems 
here to limit the preaching of Christ to the spirits of the sinners 
who perished in the Deluge. As however in iv. 6 he gives a 
wider reference to this preaching, we m11St conclude that those 
who were disobedient in the days of Noah are ~elected as a type 
of monstrous sinners who yet have been offered a chance of 
repenting. 

Few, that is, eight. Noah, his wife, his sons and their wives. 
Through wa.ter. The water.of the Flood was a type-of the 

water of baptism, but, unlike baptismal washing, it was a means 
of salvation lo only a very few. 

SL Which alllo after & true likeneaa. 'The reality, of 
which the water of the Flood was a type, even baptism saves 
you' (Chase 1). 

Not the puttlllg a.way. But remember, says S. Peter, that it 
is not the external washing alone which has value in Baptism. 
A most important part of the Sacrament is the question £or 
questions) put 10 the candidate, in order 10 prove whether he has 
a good conscience before God who tries the hearts. Forthe kind 
of question and the answer made lo it, see Acts viii. 37 {R.V. 
marg.). Though Baptism saves, something is required of him 
who is baplized ; and baptism only has effect in virtue of • the 
Resunection of Jesns Christ' (i. 3). 

29. On the right ba.n4 of Ood. Raised to a place of supreme 
honour. 

Angela and authorities a.nd powers. All heavenly beings in 
their various ranks (Eph. i. 20-21). 

1 Hutih11s· Dutu,,,,u-;, ef tlu lli611, ii~ p. 79:1-
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IV. 1-6. The Christian must not relurn to the old Gentile 
vices. 

Forasmuch then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye 4 
yourselves also with the same mind ; for he that hath 
suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin ; that ye no 1 

longer should live the rest of your time in the flesh to the 
lusts of men, but to the will of God. For the time past 3 
may suffice to have wrought the desire of the Gentiles, 
and to have walked in lasciviousness, lusts, winebibbings, 
revellings, carousings, and abominable idolatries : where- 4 

in they think it strange that ye run not with tltem into the 
same excess of riot, speaking evil of you : who shall give s 

• account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the 
dea~I. For unto this end was the gospel preached even 6 
10· the.dead, that they might be judged according to men 
in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 

VI. 1. The same miILd. The same attitude towards things, 
the saqie idea of I ife. 

He that hatb suffered.. Suffering such as Christ bore makes 
a man betler: so for a• sin is concerned, he is dead to it 
(Col. iii. 3). 

II. The rest, of your time lo the Hesh. The words all go 
together= the rest of your bodily life. 

To the lusts. Devoted to the lusts. 
8. The desire or the Gentiles, is defined in the next sentence. 

They liked to do such tbings themselves e.nd wished others to do 
the same. 

To he.ve walked lo. To have made your habit. 
4. Wherein. In which matter, i.e. in the maller of be­

haviour. 
Excess or rlot. Pool, 01 sink, of profligacy. 
Speaking evil of you. Attributing to you vile ·motives for 

yollr abslinence. 
II. Who. But they. 
6. For. Christ is ready to judge, because the dead have 

already heard lhe Gospel and the living are hearing now. There 
is therefore no injustice in His judgement. 

Unto this end. That they might ... 
According to men. Like men. 
Accordlng to God. Like God. 
• J udi,:ment in the fiesh is death ... Dealh is that penalty which 
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,-11. Christian life in view of the approaching end. 

7 But the end of all things is at hand : be ye therefore of 
S sound mind, and be sober unto prayer: above all things 

being fervent in your love among yourselves ; for love 
9 covereth a multitude of sins : using hospitality one to 

10 another without murmuring : according as each bath 
received a gift, ministering it among yourselves, as good 

11 stewards of the manifold grace of God ; if any man 
speaketh, speakinx as it were oracles of God; if any man 
ministcreth, ministering as of the strength which God 

all men alike must pay ... Li{e like God in spirit is blessed life• 
(Digg 1). 

The reference here (as in iii. 19) is to the descent into Hell, 
hy which Our Lord gnve lo those who had died before His 
coming the chance of salvation. We notice that here the 
message is not confined lo the sinners before the Deluge. 
Many commentators lake 'the dead' lo mean those who 
were '<lea<l in sin.' But this explanation makes the word 
• even ' mcaningle,s, and gives two different meanings to the 
word 'dead' in two successive verses. In the Apocryphal 
Gospel of Peter (c, 10) we have: 'And they beard a voice 
from the heavens saying, Hast thou preached to them that sleep? 
And a response was heard from the cross, Yea.' 

'l. Be Bober. Instead of indulging in excess, be serious, 
watch an<l pray. 

8. Love covereth a multitnde or Bins. Covereth=makes 
atonement for (a Heli. phrase). For whose sins does love make 
atonement? Prol.,ably the sins of him who loves. Cf. James 
v. ~o (the same phrase, with perhaps the same meaning) and 
Luke vii. 47. 'Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; far ,he 
IO'V<'dmud,.' 

9. Without ~urmuring. Without complaining because you 
h:we to entertain strangers. 

10. If God has given lo nnyone of you a good gift (as in 
1 Car. xii, 4-11), let him make a full use of it for the benefit 01 

others, remembering that he is but a steward ( 1 Car. iv. 1), 
entrusted with one of God's various l.,Jessings. Cf. Rom. xii. 6-8. 

11. Speaketh, in preaching or teaching. 
As it were oracles of God. As one inspired to speak by God. 
Mln!etereth. Renders service to others ( 1 Car. xii. 5). 
As of the strength. As one strengthened by God to rende, 

service, 
, o;. n,. PP. 17<>-1 7,. 
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supplieth: that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, whose is the glory and the dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

12-19. Consolation under suffering. 
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 12 

among you, which cometh upon you to prove you, as 
though a strange thing happened unto you : but insomuch 13 

as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, rejoice ; that 
at the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with 
exceeding joy. If ye are reproached for the name of 14 

Christ, blessed are ye; because the Spin't of glory and 
the Spirit of God resteth upon you. For iet none of you 1.5 

suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-doer, or as a 
meddler in other men's matters: but if a man sujfer as a 16 
Christian, let him not be ashamed ; but let him glorify 

ta. Fiery trial. The trial which proves you like a refiner's fire. 
14. B.eproaohe4 ror the name or Christ. er. Acts v. 41. 

• Rejoicing that they were counted worlhy to suffer disho11our for 
the Name.' Dr Bigg 1 argues that to S. Peter's atldience 'the most 
serious and pressing form of slllfering as yet is reproach, not 
imprisonment or death,' but see Intr. p. 4. 

Beca11Se the Spin't or glory. To suffer for the Name is an 
evident proof of Spiritual grace, a proof that God's Spirit, who 
tnrns shame into tnumph, makes His abode with yon. 

111. For. I say 'suffer for Christ's name,' for I would not 
have yon suffer for any other olTence. 

Meddler in other men'e matters. The word so translated is 
never found elsewhere, an<l the exact reference of it is doubtrul. 
It may mean 'one who interferes with other people's affairs and 
so causes disunion or strife,' or 'one who busies himself with 
things which do not befit a Christian,' or, it may mean • judicial 
informer' or de!ator. Jiilicherl, who thinks the Epistle to have 
been written early in the second century, says that, if we take 
it thus, we have a direct reference lo the enactment of Trajan 
about the year , , 1 A.D., which forbade such iuforrnations (Plin. 
Ep. Traj. x. 91). 

16. • But if a man suffer a.a a Christian. For the early use of 
the word Christian, see Acts xi. 26 (at Antioch), 1txvi. 28 (by 
Agrippa}. It probably began as a Gentile nickname before A.D. 
H, and was in full use by 64 at the time of the persecution by 

I OJ. di. p. 177. 

I An ln/rod1«titJ1t lo tJu Nrw Testame11t, E. Tr. 190◄ , p. 213-
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17 God in this name. For the time is come for judgement 
to begin at the house of God: and if ii begin first at us, 
what shall 6e the end of them that obey not the gospel o( 

18 God? And if the righteous is scarcely saved, where shall 
19 the ungodly and sinner appear r Wherefore let them also 

that suffer according to the will or God commit their 
souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator. 

V. 1-5. The duty of elders towards the Church, and the duty 
of all members of the Church to one another. 

6 The elders therefore among you 1 exhort, who am a 

Nero (Tac. Atm. xv. 44, Suet. Nero 16). Many critics have 
used this verse as an argument to prove the late date of the 
Epistle 011 the ground that the profession of Christianity (nomen 
ipsw11) was not in itself illegal till after the rescript of Tmjan lo 
l'liny in 111. Ramsay• howe~er has shown that, even before 
this, • the admission of the Name Christian in it.self entailed 
condemnation,' so that this passage lencls no colour to a second 
century date. He himself <lales the Epistle about So, on lhe 
strength or this allusion (see Inlr. p. 6), but the words are not 
necessarily inconsistent with the date or Nero. Even if Chris­
tians did not suffer in 64 for the illegal olf'ence of Chrislianily, 
yet they suffered because they were Christians, and Christians 
were a hated sect. 

lT. The house of Clod, i.e. the household of Goel, Christian 
men and women. The sufferings of the Church are the first 
trihulation, which is the prelude to the final judgment. 

48. An exact quotation from the Greek Translation of Prov. 
xi. 3 r. Compare also our Lord's words as to the severity of the 
trial even for the elect (Mark xiii. 19-n). 

19. The suffering is part of the Divine purpose; and God 
who made man can be trusted not to forsake those whom He has 
made. 

V. 1. The eldera ... among you. Local churches generally seem 
to have had elder.; in the Apostolic age, e.g. Jerusalem (Acts xi. 
30, xv. 4, 6, ,a), the Churches of South Galatia (Acts xiv. 23), 
Ephesus (Acts xx. 17, J Tim. v. 17), Crete (Titus i. 5). These 
elders are sometimes also spoken of as bishops (Acts :xx. 28, 
Titus I. 5-7), the fonner name having reference to their age, the 
latter to their duty, which was to • exercise the oversight' of the 
flock of God,-subject, no doubt, lo the Apostles or to Apostolic 
men (1 Tim. v. 19-10). 

I 0;. cil. p. HJ. 
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fellow-elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, who 
am also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed : 
Tend the flock of God which is among you, exercising the :11 

oversight, not of constraint, but willingly, according unto 
God; nor yet for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither 3 
as lording it over the charge allotted to you, but making 
yourselves ensamples to the flock. And when the chief 4 
Shepherd shall be manifested, ye shall receive the crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. Likewise, ye younger, be s 
subject unto the elder. Yea, all of you gird yourselves 
with humility, to serve one another: for God resistelh 
the proud, hut- giveth grace to the humble. 

6---11. Final words. The need for humility, patience, watch-
. fulness. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 6 
God, that he may exalt you in due time ; casting all your 7 
anxiety upon him, because he careth for you. Be sober, be 8 
watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour : whom 9 

A fellow-elder. He might command as an Apostle, but he 
prefers to exhort them as nn elder like themselves, who can 
enter into their difficulties. See Intr. p. 54 and 2 John 1 (note). 

Witness, i.e. eye-witness. A claim to speak with authority. 
2. Tend, as S. Peter himself had been told to do Gohn xxi. 16). 
or constraint. Because you must. 
According nnto God. Like God (d. iv. 6). 
s. MIiking yourselves eneamples. The example of a good 

life is more likely the.n a domineering temper to procure obedience. 
f. That fadeth not away. Unlike th:.t given to successful 

athletes ( 1 Cor. ix. 2 5). 
II. The elder. These are (see on v. 1) older in age as well as 

higher in office, and therefore are specially entitled to the respect 
of younger men. 

Gird yomselvea. The Greek word is ey1toµ.{JWJ1a~IIE (Kop.{Jo1 
=knot). 'Tie ro1md you the garment or humility.' 

004 resineth the proud. From the Greek translation of 
Prov. iii. 34. 

1. Annety in time or trial. 
8. Seeking wbom he may devour. The devil is the authin 

of the persecutions which afflict lhe Church, 
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withstand stedfast in your faith, knowing that the same 
sufferings are accomplished in your brethren who are in 

10 the world. And the God of all grace, who called you 
unto his eternal glory in Christ, after that ye have suffered 
a little while, shall himself perfect, stablish, strengthen 

11 you. To him be the dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

12-14. Commendation of the messenger. Greetings and fare• 
well. 

11 By Silvanus, our faithfol brother, as I account Aim, I 
have written unto you briefly, exhorting, and testifying 
that this is the true grace of God: stand ye fast therein. 

1,1 She that is in Baoylon, elect together with you, saluteth 

10. The God of all grace. The God who gives every good 
gift. 

In Christ. As members of Christ. 
Perfect. Supply a.II that is lacking, remedy all that is 

defective. 
Stablish, so that no fears can shake you. 
12. Silvanua. Probably, though not certainly, the same as 

the Silas of the Acts and the Silvanus of S. Paul's Epistles 
(Acts xv. u, 40; 2 Cor. i. 19; 1 Thess. i. 1 ; 2 Thess. i. 1). 
lf so, there was a special appropriateness in his being chosen to 
carry a letter to the Churches of Asia Minor, for he had accom­
panied S. Paul on his second journey to Derbe and Ly&tra and 
• through the region of Phrygia and Galatia' to Troa&. 

Brie1ly, because Silvanus would be able to say more, when 
he came. 

This is the true grace of God. This which I have written to 
you (the doctrine of patience under persecutions) is God's truth. 
Do not be surprised at it {iv. 1 i), but hold it fast. 

13. She that 1s ill B&bylon_ elect together wi~ yo11. By 
Babylon is probably meant Rome; which was doing to the 
Christian community what lhe Great llahylon had done to the 
Jewish nation. She was 'drunken with the blood of the Saints' 
(Rev. xvii. 6, a passage which leaves no doubt that Rome is 
meanl). This interpretation is ns old as the fourth century. 
llut who is • she that is elect together with you'? It may be 
(r) S. Peter's wife, a prominent Christian lady who accompanied 
her husband on his travels (1 Cor. ix. 5). Yet was she the only 
Christian lady in Rome that he uses such a pompous phrase 
about her? Or (2), and far more probably, the Church of 
Rome, which has been called to share the same p1ivileges as the 
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you; and .ro doth Mark my son. Salute one another with 1-1 

a kiss of love. 
Peace be unto you all that are in Christ. 

Churches scattered over Asia Minor. This suits well with the 
symbolical character of the phrase, but cannot be treated as 
certain. A similar difficulty exists with regard to the phrase 
'elect lady' in~ John 1. 

Mark my son. My spiritual child. A very early and good 
tradition connects S. Mark closely with S. Peter as his pupil and 
interpreter (cf. also Acts xii. 1 'J). It is certain too that S. Mark 
was at least once in Rome (Col. iv. 10, Philemon 24), and may 
h:ive gone there again just before S. Paul's death (2 Tim. iv. 11). 

This fits in with the interpretation of Babylon given above. 
14. Xisa of love. A sign of Christian brotherhood (Rom. 

xvi. 16; 1 Cor. xvi 20}. At a later dale the • Kiss of peace' 
was kept up in the service of the Church, as an essential part of 
the Liturgy of the Faithful. 



THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL 
OF PETER 

INTRODUCTION 

THE writer of this letter claims to be 'Simon Peter, a 
servant and apostle of Jesus Christ' (i. 1). That his 
readers may have no doubt who this Simon Peter is, he 
adds that he was present 'in the holy mount' (i. 18), where 
he heard the heavenly voice which said 'This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased' (i. 17), and that 
he had received from the Lord Jesus Christ a clear 
intimation of the swift 'putting off of his tabernacle' 
(i. 14), a reference to his own death which can best be 
understood in the light of J obn xxi. I 8, 19. To make the 
identification complete, he points out that this is the 
second letter that he has written to the same people, and 
that the theme of both the letters is the same (iii. 1). 
We naturally interpret this verse as implying that its 
author is the man who wrote I Peter, and so doubtless he 
meant us to interpret it; for, though the treatment in the 
two Epistles is different, both have for their principal 
subject the second coming of the Lord. The first Epistle 
is intendecl to comfort and strengthen those who were 
already enduring persecution, or in imminent danger of it, 
with the thought that 'the end of all things is at hand': 
the second, written at a time when 'false teachers' were 

I 
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attempting 'with feigned words' to 'make merchandise o(' 
the converts to the faith (ii. 1, 3), and mockers who 
walked after their own lusts were inclined to say 'Where is 
the promise of his coming?' (iii. 3-4), asserts that, though 
the Lord delay His return, yet return He will (iii. 8-10), 
and that the whole duty of the Christian man is to make 
his 'calling and election sure,' and so gain an I entrance 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ' (i. 10, u). 

Yet, though the writer clearly wishes us to think of 
him as S. Peter the Apostle, who wrote the first Epistle 
which bears that name, the difficulties which lie in the 
way of our doing so are practically insuperable. To 
begin with, there is no book of the New Testainent which 
is so little used, or which is treated with so much suspicion, 
by Christian Fathers as 2 Peter. The first writer who 
appears to quote from it is the Alcxandrine scholar 
Origen (185-253): and we may notice that all the quo~ 
tations from it in his writings occur not in the original 
Greek, but in the Latin translation made about two 
centuries later, and that Origen himself states that 
'Peter ... has left one acknowledged Epistle: perhaps also 
a second, but that is doubtful' (Eus. H. E. vi. 25). This 
was the general opinion for a long time. Eusebius 
(H. E. iii. 3) says: 'We have learned that his extant 
second Epistle does not belong to the canon; yet, as it 
has appeared profitable to many, it has been studied with 
the other Scriptures':_ and indeed it was not till the 
Council of Hippo in 393 that it was formally admitted 
as canonical. It is strange that a letter written by an 
Apostle should have left no certain trace of itself in 
Christian literature before the beginning of the third 
century, and that writers after that date should still have 
treated it with suspicion. 

When we turn to the contents of the Epistle, we are 
not only struck with the suspicious frequency with which 
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the author insists on his Apostleship (i. 1, 14, 18), but we 
find much else in it which makes us hesitate to ascribe 
it to S. Peter. It is written in a style which even the 
casual English reader can detect as different from that of 
the first Epistle: it is full of rare words and strange, 
obscure expressions: it hardly contains a phrase which 
can be regarded as a quotation from the Old Testament. 
The same conclusion follows from a study of the doctrine 
contained in it. There is not a word about the suffering, 
or death, or Resurrection, or Ascension of Jesus Christ: 
only one hint of His redeeming work (ii. 1)1 and only one 
allusion to His human life (i. 171 18). Strangely enough, 
that one allusion is to the Transfiguration, which is 
chosen, in preference to all othc1· events, as the proof or 
the glorification of the Saviour. In general it is dangerous 
to view a writing with suspicion because it does not con­
tain what we had expected that it would contain. But here 
1 Peter supplies us with the standard. That Epistle is full 
of the cardinal doctrines of Christianity. It does not set 
out to explain them systematically in the form of a theo­
logical treatise, but it presupposes them and alludes to them 
on every page: it makes it clear that they were to the 
writer the source of his inspiration and his hope. 2 Peter 
seems to belong to another atmosphere. The difference 
between them is to be sought not in the dangers which 
affected the readers of the two Epistles, but in the spirit 
and interests of two different writers. 

These are negative arguments which tend to show 
that the two Epistles ascribed to S. Peter are by two 
separate authors, and that, if S. Peter be rightly regarded 
as the author of the first Epistle, he cannot have 
written the second. But there are other proofs of 
a more positive kind which lead us to place the 
Epistle in the second century, long after S. Peter's 
death. Dr Chase1 thinks that he can detect in the false 

1 Hastings' Di,tiunar)' of the Bible, iii. p. Sn, 
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teachen criticized some trace of the later Gnostic heresies 
(see below p. 52). They not only practised but tauiht 
immorality (ii. 2, 14, 18): they incited others to libertinism 
(ii. 19): they perverted Scripture (iii. 16). AU these were 
characteristics, or at least supposed characteristics, of 
Gnostics in the second century: they do not fit in so well 
with what we know of heretics in S. Peter's day. Still 
more decisive are two passages in the third chapter, 
iii. 4, iii. 16. In the former occurs the phrase, 'Where is 
the promise of his coming? for, from the day that Ike 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were .. .' To 
take 'the fathers' as referring to the patriarchs is to 
make nonsense of the whole passage, which deals with 
the disappointment felt at the delay of the Lord's coming, 
which had been expected within the lifetime of the first 
generation of Christians. It is those Christians who are 
here called 'the fathers,' and the writer, by using such a 
phrase, makes it clear that be does not belong to that 
generation, and therefore cannot be S. Peter. The latter 
verse runs as follows: 'as also .in all his' (S. Paul's) 
'epistles, speaking in them of these things; wherein are 
some things hard to be understood, which the ignorant 
and unsted.fast wrest, as they do also the olher scriptures, 
unto their own destruction.' Here the meaning is plain. 
The author speaks of S. Paul's Epistles as 'Scriptures,• 
and he possesses not merely isolated examples of them, 
but a complete collection. In the lifetime of S. Peter 
such a thing was impossible. 

One important question yet remains, that of the 
relation of this Epistle to the Epistle of S. Jude. There 
can be no doubt that one of the two bas drawn largely 
upon the other, but we have still to ask 'Which is the 
borrower?' The answer has only an indirect bearing 
upon the Apostolic authorship of either writing, for it is 
not to be assumed that, if one writer has borrowed from 
the other without acknowledgement, he cannot possibly 

B, 3 
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be regarded as an Apostle (see above p. 8). Only if 
we discover on the part of the borrower a tendency to 
alter or modify what he has borrowed, according to later 
ideas, are we justified in placing him at a date below the 
Apostolic age. On the whole, we are entitled to say that 
2 Peter is dependent on Jude, not vice ~,ersa, and that by 
far the greater part of Jude is taken up and repeated in 
2 Peter. This is particularly true of 2 Peter ii, which 
reproduces most of Jude 3-18, but indeed resemblances 
to Jude are found in the other chapters too. The only 
argument on the other side seems to be thatthe Apostolic 
prophecy contained in Jude 18 might possibly be identified 
with 2 Peter iii. 3, which would favour the priority of the 
latter; but, as Professor J iilicher1 points out, this is only 
brought forward in Jude as a prophecy universally known 
'In all the rest of the passage,' he adds, 'we should be 
more likely, in comparing, so far as is possible, the parallels 
between Jude and 2 Peter, to recognise a motive for the 
latter to alter, amplify, smooth down and give a rhetorical 
polish to the material he had before him in Jude, than 
vice versa.' One such motive, at any rate, is apparent 
in the carefulness with which the author of 2 Peter avoids 
all use of Apocryphal literature. Thus in 2 Peter ii. 11 

(=Jude 9) the direct reference to the Assumption· of 
Moses is omitted, and the particular instance of angelic 
forbearance is magnified into a general rule, tlze meaning 
of wkich can only be untkrstood in tlze light of tke passage 
from whick t't is bo"owed. We may note also that the 
quotation from Enoch contained in Jude 14 is suppressed 
by the author of 2 Pet., though it would have served bis 
purpose to include it, for it bears on the very point which 
he wishes to enforce, the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The truth is that Apocryphal writings became unpopular 

1 An fntroductum to the New listamenl, E. Tr. 1904, 

P· 1 37• 
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in the second century, owing to the use made of them by 
Gnostic heretics. It is more than probable that the 
author of 2 Peter was actuated by such a feeling of dislike, 
when he copied the Epistle of S. Jude but left out all 
reference to Apocrypha : if so, he cannot have lived 
earlier than 1 50 A.O. 

Who the author was, we are unable to determine. Jn 
1886 a parchment book was dug up at Akhmim in Upper 
Egypt, containing part of a so-called ApocaJypse of Peter. 
This Apocalypse, as Dr M. R. James has shown1,has many 
resemblances to 2 Peter. It may be by the same hand, or 
it may have emanated from the same school of thought. 
In any case, its discovery in Egypt, coupled with the fact 
that the first mention of 2 Peter comes from Alexandria, 
leads us to guess· that the author of the Epistle was an 
Egyptian Christian, who lived in the second century, at 
a time when Gnostic heresies were unsettling the faith of 
many, and who, assuming the person of S. Peter in order 
to lend weight to his utterance, wrote to his Christian 
brethren to fortify them in their possession of the common 
faith, and to encourage them to 'grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.' 

1 The Gospel aaonli11g to Peter mzd lht! Reve/atim of Peter, 
by J. Armitage Robinson and M. R. James. "Jnd ed. 1891, 
PP· S'J, 53• 
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OF 

PETER 

I. 1-9. Salutation. 

1 SIMON Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
to them that have obtained a like precious faith with 

us in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus 
2 Christ : Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the 

knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 

S-11. Exhortation to the brethren to abound in every sort of 
goodness with a view to entrance into the kingdom. 

3 seeing that his divine power bath granted unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge 

4 of him that called us by his own glory and virtue; whereby 
he bath granted unto us his precious and exceeding great 
promises; that through these ye may become partakers 

I. 1. With 118. With us Jews. 
In the righteoumese. Jesus Christ is just, and gives faith to 

Jews and Gentiles alike. 
2. In the knowledge. To know God is to enjoy grace and 

peace. We are justified in saying this, because (w. 3) we are sure 
that, by coming to know Him who has called us by the revela­
tion of His own character ('glory') and has appealed to us by 
His own intrinsic goodness ('virtue'), we are endowed with 
every good and perfect gift. 

4. Whereby. By His own glory and virtl1e, which are the 
pledge of good things in store for us. 

Through these. The promises. 1'-or the whole thought cf. 
I John ill. -i, ii• 



I 5-11 2 PETER 37 

of the divine nature, having escaped from the corrup­
tion that is in the world by lust. Yea, and for this very s 
cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith 
supply virtue ; and in your virtue knowledge ; and in 6 
your knowledge temperance; and in your temperance 
patience ; and in your patience godliness ; and in your 7 
godliness love of the brethren; and in your love of the 
brethren love. For if these things are yours and abound, 8 

they make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he that lacketh 9 
these things is blind, seeing only what is near, havinJ 
forgotten the cleansing from his old sins. Wherefore, 10 

brethren, give the more diligence to make your calling 
and election sure : for if ye do these things, ye shall never 
stumble: for thus shall be richly supplied unto you the 11 

entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

Partakera Of thll divinll nature. er. Heb. iii. 14, xii. ro. 
Christian Fathers loved to develop lhis idea : e.g. Athanasius, 
De In&arnatione liv. 3, 'For He was made man that we 
might be ma.de God.' 

11. For this very oause. Because God has promised you so 
much, you must do something on your own part. 

11-T. Faith is the fundamental Christian virtue. It is • the 
assurance of things hoped for' (Heb. :z:i. 1), and it leads on to 
(r) moral activity, (2) spiritual discernment, (3) self-control, 
(4) endurance of trial and persecution, (5) love of the Christian 
brethren, {6) love of all mankind. 

8. Unto the knowledge, which is both the beginning (v. 3) 
and the goal of the Ch1istian life. 

9. On the other band, the absence of all such virtues leads 
to your becoming short-sighted, incapable of seeing anything 
except the things of earth, forgetful of the Baptism by which you 
were born again from sin. 

10. llllake your calling and elecilon aure. Though God 
has picked the brethren out of the heathen •for His own posses• 
sion,' it rests with them to ensure that His blessing is not 
wasted, 

Ye shall never stumble. This does not mean 'you will 
never sin,' but 'your progress will be steady, uninterrupted, unto 
the Kingdom of your Lord.' 
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U-21. The necessity of reminding the brethren or the truth 
of their faith, which rests on (a) the evidence of eye­
witnesses, including that of the writer, (b) the testimony 
of Hebrew prophets. 

•~ Wherefore 1 shall be ready always to put you in 
remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and 

13 are established in the truth which is with yott. And I 
think it right, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir 

14 you up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that the 
putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly, even as our 

15 Lord Jesus Christ signified unto me. · Yea, I will give 
diligence that at every time ye may be able after my 

16 decease to call these things to remembrance. For we 
did not follow cunningly devised fables, when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 

12. To put you In remembra.nce or these tbinga, though ye 
know them. So in Jude 5. 

13. In thla .ta.barnacle. The idea is that human life" is a. 
pilgrimage, and the body is a tent in which man takes up his 
temporary dwelling. Cf. Isaiah xxxviii. r2, 'Mine age is 
removed, and is carried away from me a.s a. shepherd's tent.' 
~ Cor. v. 1, • If the earthly house of our tabernacle be dis­
solved.' 

14. Swti'tly. And therefore the writer must not delay to 
speak. 

Ae our Lord Je1m11 Christ ldgDHled onto me. It is most 
natural to see in these words a reference to the prophecy of 011r 

Lord in John xxi. 18. The writer either is S. Peter or 
wishes himself to be thought to be S. Peter, who, feeling the 
approach of old age, realises that the prophecy is soon to be 
fulfilled. 

lG. I will give dWgenee. Does this refer to the present 
Epistle, which the writer means to leave behind him as an 
authentic statement of the faith? Or (more probably) to 
some exact narrative of the facts of Lhe Lord's life which is to 
confirm the belief of the disciples? If to the latter, the allusion 
inay be to the Gospel of S. Mark, which, according to a very 
early tradition, was based upon the preaching of S. Peter 
(Eus. H. E. iii. 39}. 

16. Our preaching as to (r) the power, h) the Second 
Coming, of our Lord is not founded on fanciful myths, but on 
what we saw ourselves at the Transfiguralion. 
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Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 17 
received from God the Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased : and 18 
this voice we ourselves heard come out of heaven, when 
we were with him in the holy mount. And we have the 19 
word of prophecy made more sure ; wbereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts: 
knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of zo 
private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by 21 

the wil! of man : but men spake from God, being moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 

17. Buch a. voice. A voice such as follows-'This is my 
beloved son ... ' 

From the excellDDt. glory. The bright cloud which over­
shadowed the disciples and betokened the presence of God 
(Matt. xvii. 5). 

This is my beloved 8011. As in Matt. xvii. 5, Mark ix. 7. 
Matthew alone adds 'in whom I am well pleased.' Luke has 
something quite different (ix. 35). 

18. Holy mount. The mountain, which was probably a 
southern spur of Hermon, was made holy by God's appearing 
there. 

19. The word or propheoy made more BUre. The Trans­
figuration confirmed the prophecies which foretold the glory of 
the Messiah (such as Isaiah Ix. 1, Malachi iv. 1.}. 

Unt.11 the day dawn. It is most natural to take these words 
as meaning 'until the Second Coming of Christ, who scatter& all 
shadows and illuminates all obscurity.' Till then, men mnst 
study prophecy: a.fter that their minds will he lit up to see things 
as they are. 

IO. Ho prophecy or scripture is or priva.te interpretation. 
Peo~le have no right to interpret prophecies to suit their own 
fancies. It is possible to study the Old Testament in the wrong 
way, reading into it our own mistaken ideas. Cf. iii. 16. 
Eusebius mentions a heretical sect of the 1.nd cent., who 'use the 
Law and Prophets and Gospels, but interpret in tluir Mtm may 
the thoughts of the Sacred Scriptures' (H. E. iv. 1.9). . .·. 

21. For no prophecy ever came by the will of ma.n. A 
reason for the precept of v. 20. Prophecy is God-given : there, 
fore to interpret it requires something more than human in­
genuity. 
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II. 1-22. Danger from false teachers, who (a) deny their 
RedeemCT, (h} are guilty of scandalous immorality. 

2 But there arose false prophets also among the people, 
as among you also there shall be false teachers, who 
shall privily bring in destructive heresies, denying even 
the Master that bought them, bringing upon themselves 

2 swift destruction. And many shall follow their lascivious 
doings ; by reason of whom the way of the truth shall 

3 be evil spoken of. And in covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you: whose sentence 
now from of old lingereth not, and their destruction 

♦ slumbereth not For if God spared not angels when they 
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and committed them 

~ to pits of darkness, to be reserved unto judgement; and 

II. 1. Among the people. The people of Israel. Cf. Dent. 
xiii. 1-5, xviii. :10-22, Jeremiah v. 3r, Ei:ekiel xiii. 

Tha.t, bought them, with His blood. Cf. 1 Cor. vi. 20, 'Ye 
were bought with a price.' Acts xx. 28, 1 Pet. i. 18-19. 

2. Shall be ev11 spoken of, by the Gentiles. 
3. In oovewumeBB. They will suppress or disguise the 

truth, they will speak only so as to please their hearers, and they 
will expect to be paid handsomely. These were the people who 
supposed 'that godliness is a way or gain' (1 Tim. vi. 5). 
That the danger was a real one appears from Tlie TtrUliing of 
IM Twelve Apo#la, eh. xi. (written about 100 A.D.J, • Let 
every apostle that cometh to you be received as the Lord. And 
he shall remain one day, and if there be need the second al50; 
but if he remain three days, he is a false prophet. And when 
the apostle departs let him take naught, save provision of 
bread till he be lodged. But if ile asl f(lr mo,uy, lie is ,z fol# 
pn,pl,et.' So in eh. xii. where any wayfarer who visits a 
Christian community and is unwilling to work for his living 
there is called•(/~ tlial makes cizin of Cnrist.' 

Now from of old. The sentence was pronounced lonl{ ago 
against fe.lse prophets under the old dispensation (1 Kings xx1i. ~.s, 
Jeremiah xxviii. 15-17, Ezekiel xiii. 9); it is ready now to be 
executed against these false teachers. 

<t.=Jude 6 (note}. The reference is probably to the sin of 
• the son.s of God• who married • the daughters of men' (Gen. 
-ri. r, :i, 4). 

Vnto Judgement, which is only completed at Christ's Second 
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spared not !he ancient world, but preserved Noah with 
seven others, a preacher of righteousness, when he 
brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; and 6 
turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes 
condemned them with an overthrow, having made them 
an example unto those that should live ungodly; and 7 
delivered righteous Lot, sore distressed by the lascivious 
life of the wicked (for that righteous man dwelling among 8 
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their lawless deeds): the Lord knoweth 9 
how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to keep 
the unrighteous under punishment unto the day of 
judgement ; but chiefly them that walk after the flesh in 10 

the lust of defilement, and despise dominion. Daring, 
selfwilled, they tremble not to rail at dignities : whereas u 

Coming. 1 Car. vi. 3, • Know ye not that we shall judge 
angels?' 

Ii. With aeven. others. •Few, that is, eight souls' (r Pet. 
iii. 20). 

A preacher of rtgb-teousness. He i.; not mentioned in the 
Book of Genesis as preaching, but there was a Jewish 
tradition that he did preach. Josephus, .Ant. i. 3, 1, • But 
Noah was very uneasy at what they did ; and, being displeased 
at their conduct, tried to persuade them to change their disposi­
tions and acts far the better.' So Clement of Rome 7, 'Noah 
preached repentance, and they that obeyed were saved.' 

6=Jnde7. 
T. ~hteoue Lot. So alluded to in Genesis :niii. 23, 

• Wilt thou consume the righteous with the wicked ? ' 
9. 1JD.der pllll1ahment. In 1 Pet. iii. 19-20 the spirits of 

those who were disobedient in the! days of Noah are said to be 
• in prison' : in Jude 6 the wanton angels are said to be kept • in 
everlasting bonds.' All are suffering chastisement, hut the final 
judgement is not yet. 

lO=Jude 8. 
Walk after the 181h :ID the lu.st ol ddlement. Follow 

carnal instincts and indulge in desires that defile a man. 
Dom1DJ.OD.. The sovereignty of God. 
DJ«nit.ieB. The angelic orders. The false teachers are so 

pres11ruptuous that they speak evil of God Himself and of His 
highest n1essengen. 
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angels, though greater in might and power, bring not 
u a railing judgement against them before the Lord. But 

these, as creatures without reason, born mere animals to 
be taken and destroyed, railing in matters whereof they 
are ignorant, shall in their destroying surely be destroyed, 

13 suffering wrong as the hire of wrong-doing; men that 
count it pleasure to revel in the day-time, spots and 
blemishes, revelling in their love-feasts while they feast 

11 =Jude 9 ( which has special reference , to Michael the 
archangel). 

Bring not a. ra.1.ll.llg Judgement. The meaning is very obscure, 
but seems to be that, though the false teachers speak evil of 
angels, the la.tter (in spite or their superiority in strength and 
power) do not retaliate by slanderous accusations against tknn 
before the Lord. They are content to leave the matter in God's 
hands. The author of ,z Pet. has, as so often, a.dapted Jude, 
and made a particular instance (the forbearance of Michael when 
disputing with the devil) into a general rule. 

lfa==Jude 10. 

In matters whereof they a.re :lgnora.nt. At dignities. 
Shall 1D their destroying surely be deEStroyed. Shall be 

ruined as they try to ruin others. This gives good sense, but 
puts a strain upon the Greek, as the word transla.ted •their' 
ought not to be taken to mean • their own,' if we can help it. 
It is better to translate • Shall be destroyed with their de­
struction.' These men are like the brute beasts : they follow 
their own blind instincts, and they &hall perish as the beasts 
perish. 

18. Suifering wrong aa the bire of wroug-doiDg. They 
suffer what Lhey call wrong (the punishment which God inllicts) 
as a return for the wrong that they have done. 

To revel In the da.y-time. A sign of great dissipation .. Juv. i. 
49, Ezul al> octava .111/arius /Jibit. Tac. Ann. xiv. ,, Medio 
diei, cum id temporis Nero per vinum et epulas inca/escertl. 
The usual hour for dinner was 3 p.m. 

Spots. Jude l'2 has 'hidden rocks,' but the words are very 
much alike, o-r.A<>t (1 Peter) o-n>.oi&r (Jude), and Dr Lightfoot 1 

was inclined to take both as meaning • spots.' 
Revelling In their love-feaete. If the reading be right (i" T&<t 

a:y,bra.«}, this is one of the two passages in the New Testament 
in which the Christian 'Love-Feast' is alluded to by name, the 
other being Jude n (almost the same words). From very early 
times the • Breaking of the Bread' (Acts ii. 4,) was associated 

1 o .. a Fn,Ji R. ,,,,,w,. ef tlu E111[lislt. Nlfflf T,st-i, 1871, p. 137 uote a. 
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with you ; having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot 14 

cease from sin ; enticing unstedfast souls ; having a 
heart exercised in covetousness ; children of cursing ; 
forsaking the right way, they went astray, having followed 15 
the way of Balaam the son of Bear, who loved the hire of 
wrong-doing ; but he was rebuked for his own trans- 16 
gression : a dumb ass spake with man's voice and stayed 
the madness of the prophet. These are springs without 17 
water, and mists driven by a storm ; for whom the 
blackness of darkness hath been reserved. For, uttering 18 

great swelling words of vanity, they entice in the lusts of 
the flesh, by lasciviousness, those who are just escaping 
from them that live in error; promising them liberty, 19 

while they themselves are bondservants of corruption ; 

with a common meal, or Agape, to which each member of the 
Church brought his share. If any had nothing to bring, says 
S. Chrysostom commenting on I Cor. (Hom. xxvii. 1), 'the rich 
provided the food, while the poor were their guests and all 
feasted together.' It is easy to see to what abuses this feast was 
liable (1 Cor. xi. 11--,2). 

The reading of most MSS. and versions is <ir<inm-R.V. 
margin ' deceivings.' 'Because of their wiles they are admitted 
to your feasts.' 

M. Children of OIU'lllllg. Accursed people-a Hebrew 
phrase. 

115. Who loved the hire of wrong-dobtg. He persisted in 
going to curse Israel, though God had told him not to go and 
the angel blocked his way, because Balak offered him a bribe 
(Numbers xxii. 7, xxiv. 11). 

18. A dumb ass. Numbers xxii. 30. 
17. Springs Without wa.t&r, because they profess to have 

knowledge, and really have none. 
llltista driven by a storm, because they have no serious purpose, 
For whom tbe blackness of darkness hath been reae"ed. 

This is the fale assigned (and more appropriately assigned) to 
the 'wandering stars' in Jude 13. 

18. Uttering great awellillg 'U!Or(/s of vanity. They utter 
boastful promises of being able to free others from their sins 
(v. 19), but only entice them into wantonness. 

Them that live 1D error. The heathen. The people who are 
most liable to fall victims to false leaching are those who are 
jnst giving up the ordinary life of Gentiles. 
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for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he also 
20 brought into bondage. For if, after they have escaped 

the defilements of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein and overcome, the last state is become 

21 worse with them than the firsL For it were better for 
them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, 
after knowing it, to turn back from the holy command-

a2 ment delivered unto them. It has happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, The dog turning to his 
own vomit again, and the sow that had washed to 
wallowing in the mire. • 

lit. For of whom a man is overcome. An explanation of 
the word 'bond-servants.' To be worsted by corrupting lusts is 
to become the slave of them. 

20. After they have escaped. As the words stand • they ' 
may mean either ( 1) the persons referred to in v. 18, • who are just 
escaping from them that live in error,' or(~) the false teachers. 
The latter meaning is better : for the writer is alluding to people 
who have already escaped from the defilements of the world, and 
who have already come to a knowledge of the Saviour and of 
the path of righteousness, not to novices in the faith. 

The last atate. A quotation from Our Lord's parable of the 
Unclean Spirit returning to the house from whence he came out 
(Matt. xii. 45, Luke xi. 26}. 

21. The holy cornrnandnleni delivered unto thlllll. Christi­
anity is not only a creed, but is also a Iule of life, authorized by 
our Lord and therefore holy, handed on by Christian teachers to 
Christian converts. 

92. It has happened unto them according to the . irue 
proverb. The truth of the proverb is exemplified in their case. 
The part of tl1e proverb which refers to the dog is found in 
Prov. xxvi. u, • As a dog that returneth to his vomit, so is 
a fool that repeateth his folly• : lhe part which refers to the sow 
is not found in Scripture, but can be paralleled from writers both 
pagan and Christian. See esp. Luer. vi. 975 sqq. (q110ted by 
Mayor1) 

Noois ,aenum tae/errima mm ,it 
Spurcities, eadem subus liaec iucunda videtur, 
lnsatia/Jiliter Ioli ut volvanlur ibidem. 

I Tke Ejis//e if St jud, and tlu Srco,i.J EJulh t/1 St P,te,·, •9"7, 
p. 1+4-



III 1-s 2 PETER 45 

IIL 1-7. Warning against mockers, who speak contemptuously 
or the Lo,rd's return. 

This is now, beloved, the second epistle that I write 3 
unto you ; and in both of them 1 stir up your sincere 
mind by putting you in remembrance; that ye should i 

remember the words which were spoken before by the 
holy prophets, and the commandment of the Lord and 
Saviour through your apostles: knowing this first, that 3 
in the last days mockers shall come with mockery, walking 
after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise 4 
of his coming? for, from the day that the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the be­
ginning of the creation. For this they wilfully forget, s 
that there were heavens from of old, and an earth 

III. 1. The BIC0ll4 epiatle. The allusion seems naturally to be 
to I Peter, which the author claims to have written, just as 
he claims to be Simon Peter (i: 1), and to have received express 
revelation from Jesus Christ (i. 11-, 18). 

2. By the holy prophete. For the stress laid upon prophecy 
in both Epistles, seer Pet. i. 10-11,1 2 Pet. i. 19-21. 

Through your &poatlea. The reference here seems to be 
not necessarily to the Twelve, but to those who first brought 
the Gospel to the people here addressed. So S. Paul calls 
Epaphroditus the 'apostle' of the Philippians (Phil. ii. 25). 
The divine character of the message, on which so much stress 
is laid here, is briefly alluded to in I Pet. i. 12. 

4. Where 2a the promise or his coming? What has become 
of all those express statements of the Lord's Return, as in 
Mark ix. 1, xiii. ~6, John xxi. 22? 

The fa.there. The first gene1ation of Christians. They were 
the people who had expected (as S. Paul once did, I Thess. iv. 
15 1 1 Cor. xv. 51) that the coming of the Lord would take place 
in their lifetime , yet they had died, and nothing strange had 
happened yet. The use of the phrase makes it clear that the 
writer did not belong to the first generation himself. 

H. The answer to the mockers. It is not true to say that 
everything is as it was from the beginning. For (1) both 
heavens and earth once did not exist at all-they were ea.lied into 
existence long a.go (but not fit·st of all things) by the word of 
God: and (z) they have been destroyed within the memory of 
mao, 
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compacted out of water and amidst water, by the word of 
6 God; by which means the world that then was, being 
? overflowed with water, perished : but the heavens that 

now are, and the earth, by the same word have been 
stored up for fire, being reserved against the day of 
judgement and destruction of ungodly men. 

8---18. God's merciful delay and the terrors of His coming. 
The promise of a new Universe hereafter, 

8 But forget not this one thing, beloved, that one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years 

Ii. Compacted out or water and amidst water. The idea, 
taken from Gen. i. ~. 6--10, is that 'by the Divine word, a solid 
" firmament " was created, which separated the huge mass of 
primitive waters enveloping the earth into two parts, one being 
above the firmament, and the other below it' (Driver, Gmesisp.1)• 
On the Third Day of Creation the latter was gathered into 'seas,' 
and so dry land appeared. 

By the word of God. God said • Let there be a firmament' 
(Gen. i. 6), and 'Let the dry land appear' (Gen. i. 9). 

8. The world that then was. Both heaven and earth. The 
narrative in Genesis vi. and vii. does not state that heaven was 
involved with earth in the Deluge. But it may be noticed 
that the story of the Deluge is prefaced by an account of the 
monstrous unions of 'sons of God' with 'daughters of men,' 
so that the compiler of Genesis may well have believed the 
punishment to have been inflicted on heavenly beings as well as 
men. Nor age.in is it said in Genesis that even the earth was 
t:kslrO)ltd, but there was certainly a later tradition to that effect. 
In the Book of Enoch (x. 2) an angel is sent to ' the son of 
Lamech ' (Noah) to say that ' the whole earth will be destroyed.' 
Cf. Jos. Ant. i. 2, 3. 

'f. Stored up for fire. Reserved for a second destruction, 
but this time by fire and not' by water. God had promised Noah 
that there should not ' any more be a Jloud to destroy the earth' 
(Gen. ix. rr). He had also often spoken of His coming being 
heralded by fire (e.g. Joel ii. 30, Ps. I. 3, quoted Ly ~fayor1). 

Hence the idea of the Day of Judgement expressed in this verse, 
which can be paralleled even from S. Paul (i Thess. i. 7-8). 

8. A warning against impatience drawn from Ps. xc. 41 

'Do not think that the Judgement must come as quickly as you 
expect it. God's to-morrow may he-to us- thousand years 
hence.' 
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as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, 9 
as some count slackness ; but is longsuffering to you-ward, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come 10 

as a thief; in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with 
fervent heat, and the earth and the works that are there-
in shall be burned up. Seeing that these things are thus 11 

all to be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to 
be in all holy living and godliness, looking for and 111 

earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, by 
reason of which the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 
But, according to his promise, we look for new heavens 13 

and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

14-18. The need for steadfastness. peace and purity in view of 
the future. 

Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for these 14 
things, give diligence that ye may be found in peace, 

9- God's delay is not due to laziness. You must not attribute 
to Him the sort of dilatory waiting that you might attribute to 
men. He has a. purpose, which is that of universal salvation. 

10. Aa & thief. Matt. xxiv. 43, Luke xii. 39. • 
T.b.e elements. Probably, the sun, moon and stars-a very 

common meaning of the Greek word (d'To<x•i<L). In Matt. xxiv. 
19 one of the signs of the coming of Christ is that ' the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens' (the sun 
and moon) • shall be shaken.' 

The works that are therein. Everything that man has done 
and built upon the earth. 

ia. According to his promiae, contained in Isaiah !xv. 17, 
'For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth,' and 
Isaiah !xvi. ii. 

Wherein dwelleth :rlghteoumesa. Righteonsness will be no 
longer a casual visitor, but will take up her permanent abode in 
them. The Greek word for 'dwell ' {HTotirfCIIO) points to settled 
residence. 

H. As righteousness is lo dwell in the new heavens and 
earth, you must try to develop it now, (1) by being at peace 
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15 without spot and blameless in his sight. And account 
that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation ; even as 
our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom 

,6 given to him, wrote unto you ; as also in all ltts epistles, 
speaking in them of these things ; wherein are some 
things hard to be understood, which the ignorant and 
unstedfast wrest, as tluy do also the other scriptures, unto 

with all men, (2) by avoiding everything that can stain or soil 
you, 

lD. S&lvation. A means of salvation. God delays that all 
may be saved (v. 9). 

As our beloved brother Pa.nl also ... wrote unto you. The 
reference seems to be naturally to the statement that • the long 
suffering of our Lord is salvation.' There is something very like 
this in Rom. ii. 4, ' Or despisest thou the riches of his good­
ness and forbearance and long-suffering, not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee lo repentance?' which has led many 
critics lo infer that the author of 2 Pet. was addressing the 
Roman Church. Or the reference may be to an Epistle of 
S. Paul which exists no longer. 

According to the wisdom given t.o blm. The words are 
hardly a disparagement of S. Paul, implying that even he had 
his limitations, but read rather like a reminiscence of a familiar 
phrase of his which he uses when introducing an important 
statement, e.g. Rom. xii. 3, • I say, tlzrough tlze gra,1 f/zat was 
given nu, to every man that is among yon .. .' xv. 15, • Putting 
you again in remembrance, because ef tlte grace t/t,at was givm 
11Je of God .. .' I Cor. iii. 10, 'Acc(Jrdi,.g lo the grac1 ef God 
'Which wa.r given ""'•···· I laid a foundation.' 

16. As also In all his eplstlell.. The writer means that all 
the Epistles of S. Paul which he knows agree in doctrine with 
the one just mentioned. 

Bpea.Jdng In them of these th!Dga. When he dwells upon 
these subjects-specially the Second Coming and the way to pre­
pare for it (1 Cor. xv. 58, 1 Thess. v. r-11). 

Wherein. In his Epistles. 
Some thing& ha.rd to lie undentood.. As, for instance, the 

doctrine of election by grace, which men who had no disciplined 
reason ('ignorant'} or moral stability (' unstedfast ') could 
easily inte1pret as an utter denial of morality. This was certainly 
the case with some extreme Reformers in the sixteenth century. 

wrest. Twist, pervert. 
The oiher 80ripture1. In the other books or the New Testa­

ment the word ' Scripture' seems to be confined to the writings 
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their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, knowing 17 

I/use thin~s beforehand, beware lest, being carried away 
with the error of the wicked, ye fall from your own 
stedfastness. But grow in the grace and knowledge of 18 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him /Je the glory 
both now and for ever. Amen. 

of the Old Testament. The author of this Epistle, by putting 
the Letters of S. Paul on a level with those writings and treat­
ing them as ' Scripture,' shows himself to belong to an age later 
than that in which the rest of the New Testament was WTitten. 
This would naturally be when S. Paul was already dead, and 
when there was in existence a collection of his Epistles, • to 
which, as authoritative documents of the faith, appeal was 
made' (Chase 1). 

18. For ever. The Greek has a remarkable phrase dr "1,Lipa.,, 
lllw~<n=unto the day of eternity, which is probably taken from 
Ecclus. xviii. 1e. 

1 Ha.s.ting:1.' D1.uionary o/ 1/&e lJUIU~ iii. p. 810.. 



THE EPISTLES OF JOHN 

INTRODUCTION 

THE external evidence for the early date and Apostolic 
authorship of the first Epistle general of S. John is 
abundant and good. Polycarp certainly quotes r John 
iv. 2-3, and The Teackt'ng of the Twelve Apostles· contains 
a phrase 'to perfect it in Thy love,' which looks like a 
reminiscence of I John iv. 18. Irenaeus, Origen, and the 
author of the Muratorian fragment, all attribute it to 
S. John, clearly meaning the Apostle. Ignatius does not 
quote from it directly, but in his language he shows so 
many points of contact with it, that we are at least 
entitled to assume that such a type of teaching as it 
represents was current in the Church at the beginning ol 
the second century. 

The internal evidence points in the same direction. 
It can scarcely be doubted that the Epistle and the fourth 
Gospel are by the same author. There is the same 
general v.ocabulary, the same poverty of connecting 
particles, the same Hebraic turn of phrase, the same 
habit of repeating in a negative what has just been said 
in a positive form, in both: there are the same central 
ideas of 'light' and 'life' and 'love.' Even the application 
of the title 'Advocate' to Jesus Christ instead of to the 
Holy Spirit has its parallel in John xiv. 16. Yet there is 
nothing to suggest that the author of the Epistle was 
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,simply a slavish imitator of the Gospel, who wished to 
gain for his writing a credit to which it was not entitled. 
Profesor Jiilicher 1 calls attention to 'some peculiarities' 
both of thought and style which are found in the Epistle, 
but adds that 'these differences can nearly all be explained 
by the peculiar objects of the Epistle,-objects whicl! 
concentrated the writer's attention on certain points which 
did not always coincide. with the favourite themes of the 
Gospel.' The Epistle is too independent of the Gospel to 
be a' forgery, while it is too closely connected with it to 
have been written by any other hand. 

If the writer of both books be the same, any argument 
which goes toward~ establishing the Apostolic authorship 
of the one helps, so far, to establish that of the other, and 
vice versa. We cannot here attempt a full answer to the 
question '\Vho wrote the Gospel?' But we may point 
out that (1) the tradition of the second century is strongly 
in favour of the view that S. John was the author, (2) 
modern scholars seem to be coming to agree that the 
author was a Jew who wrote about too A.D., (3) some of 
those who deny that S. John wrote it are willing to admit 
that the Gospel has a historical background in the teaching 
of the Apostle himself. For ourselves, we hold i:hat there 
are more difficulties involved in rejecting than in upholding 
the Apostolic authorship. But the question now is whether 
the contents of the Epistle throw any light on the subject. 
The author in two places (i. 1-2, iv. 14) apparently claims 
to have been an eye-witness of the life that was manifested 
in the person of Jesus Christ.. Is there anything in the 
Epistle which makes such a claim untrustworthy? It has 
been suggested that the false teaching which the writer 
combats is one of the so-called Gnostic heresies, which 
reached their fullest development in the middle of the 

1 An introduction lo the New T~stamenl, E. Tr. 1904, pp. 
~46-250. 
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second century. As an intellectual movement Gnosticism 
began long before that date. There are traces of it in 
the errors attacked in S. Paul's Epistles to the Colossians 
(i. 15-20, ii. 9, 18) and to Timothy (1 Tim. iv. 1-5, vi. 20). 
Its main principle was a belief in the inherent evilness ot 
matter, which led its upholders (1) to deny that God 
created the world, (2) to reject the Incarnation of His 
Son, (3) to interpose a long chain of angelic beings 
which separated perfect God from imperfect man, (4) to 
exaggerate the value of knowledge as against moral 
activity; but, as time went on, different Gnostic systems 
added special features of their own, some of them 
peculiarly repulsive and absurd. Clearly, if the Epistle 
shows any knowledge of these later developments, it 
cannot have been written by S. John. But it shows no 
knowledge of them. It is a pastoral letter, addressed to 
a wide circle of readers, with two objects in view -the 
one positive, to declare the truth 'concerning the Word of 
life,' and so to join its readers in living union with the 
Father and the Son (i. 1-4, v. 13)1 the other negative, to 
expose the errors which were then threatening to destroy 
the truth. These errors are given in ii. 22, 23, iv. 2, 3 1 

and consist in denying 'that Jesus is the Christ,' or • that 
Jesus Christ is come in tbe flesh.' Here is the simplest 
form of Docetic Gnosticism, which maintained that the 
human body of Christ was not real, but only seemed to 
be real, and so denied the historical truth of His suffer­
ings and Resurrection. 

It is interesting to note that Irenaeus accuses the sect 
of the Nicolaitans, who are mentioned in the Revela­
tion as existing at Ephesus (ii. 6) and Pergamum 
(ii. 1 5), of holding that Christ and Jesus were distinct 
from each other, and that 'the Christ from above,' 
descended upon 'Jesus,' but, being incapable of suffering, 
'Bew back again to the fulness of the Godhead' (iii. 11. 7). 
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He regards them as the forerunners of a certain Cerin­
thus, whose views he describes in much the same language 
(i. 21 ). Ignatius also found similar heresies in the 
Churches of Asia, when he passed through them on his 
way to Rome (100--115). When we remember that 
S. John is said to have lived in Asia up to the time of 
Trajan (Iren. ii. 33. 3), and to have actually been at 
Ephesus when Cerinthus was there (Iren. iii. 3- 4) 1, we 
cannot think it improbable that he wrote the first Epistle 
which bears his name in Ephesus or the neighbourhood, 
to uphold the fundamental truth of the Incarnation, and 
to expose the Docetic errors which threatened it even in 
his day. 

One difficulty remains to be considered. It is some­
times said that, though the author is really John, he is 
not John the Apostle, but another John a rp,v{:Jirr,por 
('the elder' or 'the presbyter'); and colour is given to 
this statement by the fact that the author of the second 
and third Epistles (see below) simply calls himself 
a '11'pEcr/3vr,pot. That there was such a John can hardly 
be doubted. His existence rests on good authority, that 
of Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis U 70-140), who 
distinguishes the two J obns, and may perhaps have 
known this one personally1. Hy the end of the fourth 

1 The story is given on the authority of Polycarp, who knew 
S. John well. 'And there ue some who beard him' [Polycarp] 
• say that John, the disciple of the Lord, once went to bathe at 
Ephesus, and, seeing Cerinthus inside the balh-ho11se, flung 
himself out without bathing, saying, as he did so, "Let us fly for 
fear even the bath-house fall on us, because Cerinthus, the enemy 
of the truth, is within."' 

' His exact words are: 'And, if any one came who had 
followed the elders (T0<S rp.rT/jllT<pon), I used to enquire from 
him about the discourses of the elders, what Andrew or Peter 
sai.d, or Philip, or Thomas, or James; or what John said, or 
Matthew, or any other of the disciples of the Lord : and the 
things which Aristion ancl John o 1tp•u/Jftr•por, the disciples of 
the Lord, ,ay' (Eus. H.E. iii. 39). 'Say' may imply that his 
informants were still living, or mean simply 'relate m books.' 
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century A.D. some people assigned the second and third 
Epistles to him Uerome, de Virr. Ill ix.), and now 
Dr Hamack1 would assign to him all the Johannine 
writings. It is a slender basis on which to build so big 
a structure. We must note, first of all, that Papias speaks 
even of Apostles as cii -rrpltr/1VTEpoo, so that there is no 
reason why John the son of Zebedee should not have 
written of himself in the same way. Moreover, the title 
• Jiu elder,' without the addition of any proper name, is 
much more suitable to a man who held a commanding 
position, such as S. John the Apostle held at Ephesus, than 
to one whose very existence is ignored by most of the 
Asian Fathers, and of whose stay in Asia the only 
evidence is a tradition that there were two monuments 
in Ephesus, eac:h bearing he name of John (Eus. H. E. 
vii. 25). Irenaeus, the pupil of Polycarp, knew of whom 
he was speaking, when he talked of 'John the disciple of 
the Lord' as the author of the Gospel and the first Epistle, 
and he gives us no ground for thinking that he. meant 
any one but John the son of Zebedee. It is hard to see 
what.Dr Harnack gains by his hypothesis. It does not 
help him to put the J ohannine writings any later than the 
traditional view would put them, nor does it explain any 
inconsistencies between the fourth Gospel and the Syoop­
tists, for, in either case, the author was 'a disciple of the 
Lord' and might be expected to know the truth: it only 
heaps upon an obscure member the unique collection 
of writings which have been almost unanimously attributed 
to a chief Apos_tle of the Church. 

When we turn to the second and third Epistles, we 
realise that they hang together with the first, and must 

1 Die Chronologie tier altchristliclun Lilteralur, 1897, i. p, 
67$; Die Mission um/ Aus/Jnitung d~s Christentums, ·zweite 
A:u.llage, .1906, i. pp. 71--;-i. 
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not be considered apart from it. Undoubtedly attempts 
have been made to separate them. Origen, for instance• 
says that 'John ... has left also an Epistle of very few lines: 
perhaps also a second and a third, for not all consider these 
genuine' (Eus. H. E. vi. 25), and Eusebius in qne passage 
(H. E. iii. 25), while reckoning the first Epistle among 
'the accepted books,' puts the second and third in the 
list of 'those which are disputed but are nevertheless 
recognised by most people.' On the other hand, lrenaeus 
not only quotes 2 John II as a saying of 'John .the 
disciple of the Lord,' but also quotes 2 John 71 8 as 
coming from 'the above mentioned' (i.e. first) Epistle of 
the same writer, a slip of memory which shows that he at 
least believed that S. John wrote both Epistles (iii. I 7. 8): 
while Eusebius himself, when giving his own opinion, 
says that John in his Epistles either makes no mention of 
his own name or calls himself 'presbyter' (elder), a clear 
reference to the opening words of 2 and 3 John (De111, 
Ev. iii. 5). 

There is indeed no ground for doubting that all three 
are by the same hand. Anyone who will go carefully 
through the two shorter Epistles can verify this for him­
self (see especially :2 John 5, 61 7, 9; 3 John 11). He 
will find some differences in language between them and 
the first Epistle, but he must remember that they are 
letters of a different character, intended for a narrower 
circle of readers, dealing each with a special topic; and 
yet, in spite of these differences, the phrasing, the tone, 
and the doctrinal standpoint are the same. We can 
suggest no reason why the second and third Epistles 
should be forged in imitation of the first. They support 
no dogma which is not supported abundantly elsewhere, 
and it is specially hard to see how a forger, who wished 
to pass himself off as an important person, could have 
written such a lette.r as the third Epislle, in which the 
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author confesses that his authority is disputed and his 
supponers ejected from a panicular Church ('ll'V. 9, 10). 

But we can easily tell why the Epistles have been some­
times doubted, and why they are so rarely quoted by the 
Fathers. They are very short, containing only 27 verses 
between them ; they are" of a semi-private, occasional 
character; and their author gives himself a title which 
may have suggested to many minds that he was not an 
Apostle at all. 

The second Epistle seems to be addressed to a single 
Church (see note on v. 1)1 within the district in which 
the first was circulated, to warn it against the same errors 
(v. 7). The name of the Church remains a riddle, but 
the fact of the general supervision of the Churches of 
Asia by S. John is fairly well attested. Clement of 
Alexandria says: 'When on the death of the tyrant' 
[Domitian] 'he returned to Ephesus from the island of 
Patmos, he used to go away, upon invitation, to the 
neighbouring districts of the Gentiles, in some places to 
appoint bishops, in other places to set in order whole 
Churches, elsewhere to choose to th~ ministry some one of 
thos<! who were pointed out by the Spirit' (Eus. H. E. 
iii. 23). 

Dom J. Chapman 1 suggests that the letter was written 
to the Church of Rome, to congratulate it on the 
martyrdom of some of its members, and to warn it 
against false teachers from Ephesus. But, when the 
author says that he has found 'cenain of thy children 
walking in truth' (v. 4), be must surely mean, not that 
they have been manyred, but that they lead a moral life 
which conesponds with their inward belief. And to take 
'the elect lady' (v. t) as necessarily meaning the Church 
of Rome, because S. Peter means that when he says 'She 
that is at Babylon, elect together with you' (1 Pet. v. 13) 

1 Journal of Theological Studfrs, v. pp, 517-,;34. 
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is to forget that the word ' Babylon' gives the key to the 
puzzle. The omission of the name of the Church is not 
a great difficulty. The messenger must have been told 
which Church he was to visit, and, if members of that 
Church were satisfied who 'the elder' was who sent 
him, they would probably not mind how the letter was 
addressed. 

The third Epistle is a private letter to a certain Gaius, 
who is commended for his hospitality to some mission­
aries who visited his Church. His conduct is shown to 
be in marked contrast with that of a certain Diotrephes, 
who rejected the authority of the writer and refused to 
receive them. Of a third Christian, Demetrius, who was 
probably another hospitable member of the same Church, 
it is said that 'he bath the witness of all men' (v. 12), 
that is, his goodness is universally attested. 

Dom J. Chapman 1 again has an ingenious explanation. 
He identifies~Gaius with the Gaius of Rom. xvi. 23, and 
accepts the tradition that he was the first bishop of -
Thessalonica (Origen, Comm. in Ep. ad Rom. x. 41). 
Demetrius is the same as Demas (Col. iv. 14; Philem. 24), 
whom S. Paul blames for forsaking him, because he 
'loved this present world' (2 Tim. iv. 10), and going to 
Thessalonica, which was perhaps his native place; but 
who in reality only left Rome, because a persecution was 
raging {'for the sake of the Name' v. 7). Thessalonica 
became too hot to hold him, owing to the second letter of 
S. Paul to Timothy, and even some years later, when he 
wished to return to Thessalonica and die there, Diotrephes, 
one of the presbyters, refused to admit him. 

There are too many unprovable assumptions in this 
hypothesis, and the names of Gaius and Demetrius are 
far too common to admit of certain identification. I r 
we are to identify Demetrius, it is more natural, with 

1 joun1al of l'lwlogi&al Slud,es, v. PP· 357-368. 
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Dr Vernon Bartlet 1, to think of Demetrius, the silver­
smith of Ephesus (Acts xix. 24). He may have been 
converted after S. Paul's departure and have become one 
of the missionary brethren, but he would still be looked 
upon with suspicion, -and S. John may have felt himself 
specially bound to recommend him on his journey, in view 
of the suspicious attitude of Diotrephes. But even this 
guess is precarious. The real interest of the letter is, not 
that it helps us to increase our scanty knowledge of certain 
New Testament characters, but that it throws light on 
a dark corner of the Constitutional History of the Church. 
It shows how in some quarters the travelling teachers were 
still a familiar feature of Church life even at the end of 
the first century, and so bears out the truth of the picture 
given by Tlte Teaching of the Twelve Apostles (xi. xii., 
quoted on 2 Pet. ii. 3). Diotrephes was probably not, as 
Dr Harnack2 thinks him, 'the bishop' of the church 
concerned; but the mistrust of the travelling teachers, 
even when they brought testimonials from so high an 
authority as S. John, marks a stage in the process by 
which local Churches came to enjoy an independent 
existence under their own bishops. By the time of 
Ignatius, fifteen or twenty years later, the Churches of 
Asia were organized on episcopal lines. 

1 Journal of Theological Studies, vi. pp. 204-216. 
' Ueber den d,-ittm Johanmsbriif, 1897, pp. 21-27. Cf. 

Wernle, Du Anjange u11ser1r Reli1ion, Zweite Auflage, 1904, 
p. 416. 



THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL 

OF 

JOHN 

I. 1-4. Preface. Purpose of the Epistle is to communicate 
that revelation of life which culminated in the Incarnation, 
and so to promote fellowship and joy. 

THAT which was from the beginning, that which we l 
have heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, 

that which we beheld, and our hands handled, concerning 
the Word of life (and the life was manifested, and we :a 
have seen, and bear witness, and declare unto you the 
life, the eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us); that which we have seen and beard 3 
declare we unto you also, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us : yea, and our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ : and these things we write, 4 
that our joy may be fulfilled. 

&-10. What God is, and how man is related to Him. 

And this is the message which we have heard from 5 

I. 1. The Word of life. The message of life, which bad been 
commUDicated to man ever since creation, was specially given to 
us Apostles : we heard it :from the lips of Christ, we saw it 
in His person. We realised it when we touched Him after His 
Resurrection (Luke xxiv. 39). • 

3, 4. Our object in revealing this truth to you is to unite you 
closely to ourselves by the bond of a common faith, and so to 
the Father and the Son with whom we a.re united ; this double 
union will complete our happiness. 

II. From 111m. From Jesus Christ, who reveals the Father 
Uohn xiv. 9). 
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him, and announce unto you, that God is light, and in 
6 him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellow­

ship with him, and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do 
7 not the truth : but if we walk in the light, as he is in Lhe 

light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
8 of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from alJ sin. If we say that 

we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
9 not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

righteous to forgive us our sins,• and to cleanse us from 
10 all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, 

we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

II. 1-&. How sin ca.n be remedied, and the proof that it has 
been remedied. 

2 My little children. these things write I unto yon, that 
ye may not sin. And if any man sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

God ill light. In God is founJ all perfection. Just as He 
is 'Spirit' Uohn iv. 24) and 'Love' (c John iv. 8), He is also 
' Light,' perfect holiness and perfect trnth, to which sin and error 
are absolutely foreign. 

&. Wa.llc in the 4a.rlmell8. Deliberately lo choose sin and 
error in 011r daily life, while claiming to be 11nited to God, is to 
be guilty of falsehood. 

7. If we W&1k in \he light, as he la in the light. We 
do not exist in the light by nature, as He does, but we can 
imitate Him in our conduct. Then indeed we are capable of 
realising union with other Christians and therefore union with 
Christ (v. 3). The result of this union is purification by His 
blood (cf. v. 9). 

10. We make b1m. a lia.r, because all through history He has 
been dealing with man on the assumption that man lzas sinned. 

Bia word is ut in ua. We have not really accepted His 
revelation of the truth, nor made it our own. 

II. 1. Advocate, as our Lord Himself implie~, when He speaks 
of 'the Spirit of trulb' as 'another Advocate' Oohn xiv. 16, R. V. 
margin). Jesus Christ pleads our cause before God the Father, 
when the adversary would accuse us; end He is entitled to do 
so, for (a) He is Himself completely righteoi&S, (b) He is the 
atoning sacrifice for sin (v. ~,. 
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and he is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours z 
only, but also for the whole world. And hereby know we 3 

that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He 4 
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his command­
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him: but whoso _:; 
keepeth his word, in him verily' bath the love of God been 
perfected. Hereby know we that we are in him : he that 6 
saith he abideth in him ought himself also to walk even 
as he walked. 
7-11. The commandment of love, which is both old and 

new. 
Beloved, no new commandment write I unto you, but 1 

an old commandment which ye had from the beginning ; 
the old commandment is the word which ye heard. 
Again, a new commandment write I unto you, which 8 
thing is true in him and in you ; because the darkness is 
passing away, and the true light already shineth. He 9 

that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in 
the darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother 10 

abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of 
stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in 11 

the darkness, and walketh in the darkness, and knoweth 

3. Know him. Recognise Him in His true character, as the 
' Advocate,' ' the righteous ' one, 'the propitiation! 

11. Bath the love of God bBell. perfected. The love of God 
towards man, already displayed in the propitiation of Jesus 
Christ, reaches its full development in those who keep His word, 
i.e. who try to live up to the revelation which He has given to 
them. 

7. From the beg1nnmg. Since first you heard the Gospel. 
8. A uew commandment. Though it is old, it is also a new 

commandment, because it • is true in him and in you,' i.e. 
because its truth is being verified afresh in the facts of Christ's 
life and in the course of Christian experience. Christians are 
showing every day by their conduct that the reign of darkness 
(defined in v. I 1) is drawing to a close. 

10. None ocoaalou of Btumbliug- ill him. He find~ no 
obstacle in his path : unlike the man in 11, 1 1 • he is able to 
see his course clear before him. 



6:z 1 JOHN II 1:a-16 

not whither he goeth, because the darkness bath blinded 
his eyes. 

12-14. The reason for giving this charge to his readers. 

u I write unto you, my little children, because your sins 
13 are forgiven you for his name's sake. I write unto you, 

fathers, because ye know him which is from the beginning: 
I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome 
the evil one. I have written unto you, little children, 

14 because ye know the Father. I have written unto you, 
fathers, because ye know him which is from the beginning. 
I have written unto you, young men, because ye are 
strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have 
overcome the evil one. 

15-17. The charge itself. God and the world. 

•s Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world If any man love the world, the love of the Father 

16 is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the vainglory of life, 

lS. My little clllldren. As in v. 1, he addresses his readers 
under this title of affection, and then divides them into two 
classes, 'fathers' (i.e. older men) and 'young men.' The word 
translated 'little children ' in v. 13 has a different Greek original 
(ira,5fa instead of TEnla), but refers lo the same people. 

Por his name's sake. Because of Christ who is reve11led as 
our Redeemer. 

lS. Him Which is from the beginn1ng. The Word O ohn i. , ). 
The evil one. Cf. Mau. vi. 13 (R.V.). 
I have written. This may refer to a previons writing sent by 

the author to the same circle of readers, perhaps to the Gospel ol 
S. John (so Rothe1). But, as in vv. u, -i6 • I have written' seems 
to refer Lo the present Epistle, it is better to take it so here. 
The author now repeats whal he has already said, but this time, 
for the mke of emphasis, he uses the epistolary aorist (t-ypo.y,11) 
instead of the present ("Ypci,Pw), putting himself in the position of 
those who would receive the letter. Cf. 1 .Cor. v. 11. 
·u. The word of God ab1deth 1n you. See on i. 10. 

16. The luat of the eyes. ' The desire of which the eyes are 
1 D•r lint• BriifJ•/io11,us, 1878, pp. 67-68. 
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is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world 17 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth 
the will of God abideth for .ever. 

18-2,9. The contrast between falsehood, as represented· by 
the Antichrist, and the truth. 

Little children, it is the last hour: and as ye heard that 18 

antichrist cometh, even now have there arisen many 
antichrists ; whereoy we know that it is the last hour. 
They went out from us, but they were not of us ; for if U) 

they had Deen of us, they would have continued with us; 
but they went ollt, that they might be made manifest how 
that they all are not of us. And ye have an anointing 20 
from the. Holy One, and ye know all things. I have not %1 

written unto· you because ye know not the truth, but 
because ye know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 
Who is the liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the 22 

the organ,' aesthetic desire for • all that is fairest and most 
attractive in the world' (Westcolt 1}. 

The va.1ng1.ory Of life. The boastfulness which arises from 
outward conditions of life, e.g. from wealth, position, power. 

17. Unlike obedience to worldly desires, obedience to the 
will of God is independent of all time. Cf. what S. Paul says 
of love ( r Cor. xiii. 8). • 

18. Ye heard tha.ta.ntlchristcometh, from our Lord Himself. 
Matt. xxiv. -:4 ; Mark xiii. 22 ; Luke ni. 8. 

19. They went out from us, bu.1. they were not of us. 
Though they first belonged in name to onr Christian society and 
went out from us into the world, they did not really share in our 
Christian life. 

20. Ye have a.n anointing from the Holy One. God has 
consecrated you to Himself by the gift of the Spirit. So God is 
said to have anointed Jesus (Acts L 38}, and S. Paul says • He 
that stablisheth us with you in Christ, and anointed us, is God ' 
( 2 Cor. i. 21 ). It is not necessary to see in these words a reference 
to the practice of anointing with oil at Baptism. That practice was 
probably a later one, and was itself based on such texts as these. 

And ye know all thtnge, so that you are not likely lo be led 
away by impostors. 

!12. This verse must be interpreted in the light of iv. 2, 3, 

I TM E/utkuf St/11/.,., 1883, pp. 6~ 
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Christ? This is the antichrist, even he that denieth the 
23 Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the 

same bath not the Father: he that confesseth the Son 
24 bath the Father also. As for you, let that abide in you 

which ye heard from the beginning. If that which ye 
h~ard from the beginning abide in you, ye also shall 

15 abide in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the 
promise which he promised us, even the life eternal. 

26 These things have I written unto you concerning them 
2.7 that would lead you astray. And as for you, the anointing 

which ye received of him abideth in you, and ye need not 
that any one teach you ; but as his anointing teacheth 
you concerning all things, and is true, and is no lie, and 

iS even as it taught you, ye abide in him. And now, my 
little children, abide in him; that, if he shall be manifested, 
we may have bo1dn~ss, and not be ashamed before him 

29 at his coming. If ye know that he is righteous, ye know 

where the spirit of the antichrist is further defined. To deny 
that •Jesus is the Christ' then will not mean simply to deny that 
Jesus is the expected Messiah of the Jews, but to deny that the 
man Jesus is the same Person as the heavenly Being • Christ.' 
This denial is further defined m v. -i 3 as a denial of the Son, 
and therefore involves also a denial of the Fatherhood of God. 

23. Bath not. the Fa.ther. Denies Him and is incapable of 
communion with Him. 

2'7. 'lbe anointing. See on v. zo. 
Ye need not. that any one teaoh you, because the Holy Spirit 

gm.ides you • into all the truth' (John xvi. 13), and you, holding 
fast the truth which He taught you, remain in close union with 
the Son of God. 

28. If he abaJl be ma.nifel!Wd, at His Second Coming. 
Cf. iii. z. In bolh passages the word •if' (icir) does not mean 
that the writer doubted that Christ WOMld be manifested, but 
only tha.t he was uncertain under what conditions the mani­
festation would take place . 

.And not be ashamed before him. like the people described in 
the Revelation at the opening of the sixth seal (Rev. vi. 15-17). 

~- Those who set themselves to imitate in action the perfect 
righteousness of Christ are His true children: they alone, it is 
implied, will ha.ve boldness to meet Him at His Coming. 
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that every one also that doeth righteousness is begotten 
of him. 

m. 1-12. The children of God and the children of the Devil. 

Behold what manner of love the Father bath bestowed 3 
upon us, that we should be called children of God : and 
such we are. For this cause the world knowetb us not, 
because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we children 2 

of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. 
We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like 
him ; for we shall see him even as he is. And every one J 
that bath this hope set on him purifieth himself, even as 
he is pure. Every one that doeth sin doeth also lawless- 4 
ness : and sin is lawlessness. And ye know that he was 5 
manifested to take away sins; and in him is no sin. 
Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever 6 

Ill. 1. Enoweth ua not. Does not understand us, as it failed 
to understand Him Uohn xvi. 3). 

ll. U iB not yet made ma.n.lfeat wha.t we Blla.11 be. By the 
anointing of the Spirit we have already received • the adoption 
of sons' (Rom. viii. 15, Gal. iv. 5), but we cannot yet tell to 
what a height we are capable of rising. All that we can say 
is that one day we shall behold God's face (Rev. xxii. 4), and 
that we must then resemble Him, for only those can see Him 
who are like Him (Matt. v. 8}. 

s. Even as he u pure. Christ. 
4. Sin u lawlesaneea. It is lhe rebellion of disobedient, 

human wills against the law of GQd. The Christian doctrine is, 
as Dr Gore1 points out, that sin is not natural, but is 'misuse, 
disorder,' and that it has its seat, not in the body, but in the 
will. 

G. A further reason why sin is incompatible with the pro­
fession of the Christian faith. 

Was m&D1fested., in the flesh. The purpose of the Incarnation 
wa.s to do away wilh sins. 

6. Not inconsistent with i. 8-10. There the writer asserts 
that we are all sinners : here he is thinking of sin in its essential 
nature, and says that union with Christ is inconsistent with the 
wilful and habitual practice of sin. 

l L,ur Mundi, r41b ed. 1895. Appendi" ii, pp. J87""390-

s 
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1 sinneth hath not seen him, neither knoweth him. My 
little children, let no man lead you astray: he that doeth 

8 righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous : he 
that doeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from 
the beginning. To this end was the Son of God mani­
fested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 

9 Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin, because his 
seed abideth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is 

10 begotten of God. In this the children of God are manifest, 
and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not 
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not 

11 his brother. For this is the message which ye heard 
12 from the beginning, that we should love one another: not 

as Cain was of tbe evil one, and slew his brother. And 
wherefore slew he him? Because bis works were evil, 
and his brother's righteous. 

Hatb not seen him 'with the eye of the spirit' (Rothe1j, and so 
cannot understand His perfect purity {w. 3) and sinlessness (11. 5). 

7. A man is known by what he does. He who makes 
righteousness the rule of his conduct proves that, in his character, 
he has modelled himself on the righteousness of Christ,-in 
other word~, that 'he is begotten of God' (w. 9). 

8. Prom the begtnnlllg. Ever since there was such a thing 
as sin. 

9. Bis seed a.bldeth hl him, i.e. God's seed, the germ of life 
which He bestows, remains in the believer. For the metaphor 
cf. James i. 18; 1 Pet. i. -i3. 

B.e cannot Bin. Sin is with him not a physical, but a moral 
impossibility. Any sin that he commits is accidental: it is not 
a natural consequence of his character, which has no affinity 
with sin. 

10. Neither be that loveth not bis brother, for love is the 
highest practical eltpression of righteousness. The mention of 
love serves to prepare the reader for the new section=· 13-24, 
in which it is to be treated more fully. 

11. From the beginDlllg. See on ii. 7. 
11. Not as Ce.ln was. We must not imitate Cain who was ... 
Because his works -were ffiL Not directly stated, but implied 

in Gen. iv. 7, where the Lord says to Cain • If thou doest well, 
shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou doest not well, sin 

l OJ. dt. P• ioa. 
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13-M. Hatred and love. 

Marvel not, brethren, if the world hateth you, We? 
know that we have passed out of death into life. because " 
we love the brethren. He that loveth not abideth in 
death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: 15 
and ye know that no murderer bath etemal life abiding 
in him. Hereby know we love, because he laid down his 16 

life for us : and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. But whoso hath the world's goods, and 17 

beholdetb his brother in need, and shutteth up his 
compassion from him, how doth the love of God abide in 
him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither 18 
with the tongue ; but in deed and truth. Hereby shall 19 
we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 
heart before him, whereinsoever our heart condemn us ; JO 
because God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all 

coucheth at the door.' Cf. also Heb. xi. 4. The murder of 
Abel by his brother was a practical example of the relation 
between righteousness and love. Cain was unrighteous, and 
therefore (1) his sacrifice was rejected, ('2) he was so utterly 
without love that he killed Abel. 

14. Cf. John v. -i4. 'He that heareth my word, and believeth 
him that sent me, bath eternal life, and cometh nol into ju<lge­
ment, but hath p;1ssed out of death into life.' True life is 
enjoyed only by those who believe, and the outward sign of 
belief is the· love of the brethren. This i~ staled explicitly 
below in v. 23. 

1~18, If we do not love, we must hate, and every one who 
hates is, potentially, a murderer (Matt. v. n, u), just as guilty 
as Cain who actually killed his brother. On the other hand, 
the true nat_ure of love is seen in self-sacrifice, and specially 
in the self-sacrifice of Christ. Many people talk about the 
Divine love, but do not cnrry it out in action : the most common 
form of this absence of love is want of sympathy with lhe 
poorer brethren. 

lit Hereby. Through this love of the brethren. 
Asaure our hean before him. Calm our accusing conscience, 

when we examine it as in His presence. 
20. Becauae Go4 ls greater than our bean. Conscience 

may cause us misgivings, and the misgivings may be well-

5-:a 
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:u things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, we have 
22 boldness toward God; and whatsoever we ask, we receive 

of him, because we keep his commandments, and do the 
23 things that are pleasing in his sight. And this is his 

commandment, that we should believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, even as he gave 

24 us commandment And he that keepeth his command-
ments abideth in him, and he in him. And hereby we 
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he gave us. 

IV. 1-8. Spirits of tmth and spirits of error. 

4 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, 
whether they are of God: because many false prophets 

2 are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit 
of God: every spirit which confesseth that Jesus Christ is 

3 come in the flesh is of God : and every spirit which con­
fesseth not Jesus is not of God: and this is the spirit of 

grounded, but God alone has perfect knowledge; He can 
understand the truth about our whole character, as conscience 
cannot understand it, and He, seeing our love for the brethren, 
forgives what conscience condemns. 

21. As the accusing voice of conscience makes us afraid, till 
we are reassured by the fact of our love for the brethren, so the 
approving voice of conscience, which tells us that we keep His 
commandments (v. ·n), gives us the confidence to approach God 
in prayer. 

23. Believe 1n the D&me. Believe in the revelation which 
He has given of Himself in the person of Jesus Christ, His Son. 

As he gave us commandment. John xiii. 34. 
M. He iD him. God in him. 
Hereby. By the possession of the spirit we ~ome conscious 

of union with God. 
IV. 1. Prove. Test. 
FalSe prophets, who are inspired by the talse spirits. 
2, a. See on ii. 22, and, with regard to the general character 

of the heresy thus mentioned, Intr. pp. 52-53. For a similar test 
of the presence of the Spirit, er. , Cor. :irli. 3. 

a. Which oollfeaseth not JeBUB. Which does not admit 
that Jesus is the Lord, i.e. that the man Jesus is the lncamate 
God. 
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the antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it cometh; and 
now it is in the world already. Ye are of God, my little 4 
children, and have overcome them: because greater is 
he that is in you than he that is in the world. They are 5 
of the world : therefore speak they as of the world, and 
the world heareth them. We are of God: he that 6 
knoweth God heareth us ; he who is not of God heareth 
us not. By this we know the spirit of truth, and the spirit 
of error. 

'1-U. Love towards God and man. Its basis, its origin, its 
manifestation. 

Beloved, let us love one another : for love is of God ; 7 
and every one that loveth is begotten of God, and 
knoweth God. He that loveth not knowetb not God ; 8 
for God is love. Herein was the love of God manifested 9 
in us, that God bath sent his only begotten Son into the 

Ye have heard. See on ii. 18. 
4. Them. The false prophets whom the Christians have 

resisted in the power of God. 
Be that 1a 1n the world. The evil ne, in whom • the whole 

world Heth' (v. r9). 
Iii. They represent an order of things which is entirely re­

moved from fellowship with God : and so they bring a message 
which suits their own moral condition, and they find an audience 
like themselves. 

8. By this. By the application of these principles we can 
distinguish between the spirits. The principles are contained in 
vv. 2-6, and deal with ( r) the content of the spirit's utterance, 
( ~) the nature of the people who listen to it. 

Of error. Not simply • of mistake,' but • of misleading.' 
8. God ls love. Not only is love an attribute, but it is 'the 

very Being of God.' J 11St as He is perfect holiness and truth, so 
He is also' perfect benevolence' (Westcott1). For the bearing 
of this teaching upon the Doctrine of the Trinity, see Illingworth, 
Pn-mzality Human and Divine, pp, 69-']6 ; Moberly, At,m,, 
mmi and Personality, pp. 16o-162. 

9. In 118, R. V. margin, 'In our case.' 
God bath sent his only begotten son. Cf. John iii. 16. The 

fact that it was the 'only begotten Son' who was sent enhances 
the greatness of the gift. 

1 OJ. cit, p. 161. 
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10 world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 

11 Son lo /,e the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God 
H so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No man 

hath beheld God at any time : if we love one another, 
God abideth in us, and his love is perfected in us : 

13 hereby know we that we abide in him, and he in us, 
14 because he bath given us of his Spirit. And we have 

beheld and bear witness that the Father bath sent the 
15 Son lo be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall 

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in him, 
16 and he in God. And we know and have believed the love 

which God bath in us. God is love ; and he that abideth 
17 in love abideth in God, and God abideth in him. Herein is 

love made perfect with us, that we may have boldness in 
the day of judgement; because as be is, even so are we 

18 in this world. There is no fear in love: but perfect love 

10. Herein ls love. This love of His shows us the very 
essence of love, because it was not called forth by any love on 
our part, but was an act of His own free will. 
• 12, 13. We cannot yet behold God as He is. No one has 
ever done that. But, if we love one another, we feel His IONe 
completely manifested in ourselves by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Cf. the answer of our Lord to Judas in John xiv. "3· 
T_here the co·Mition of God's indwelling is our love towards 
Him, which is the same truth from another point of view 
(vv. 20, '2I). 

14-lll. The inward proof of God's love is His presence 
within us: the outward proof is the Mission of His Son, which 
men must openly admit, as we have done, if they are to ex­

' perience tro.e union with God. 
18. Re iha.t abideth in love. Dwells in an atmosphere of 

love, makes love the guiding principle of his life. 
17, Herein 1s love made perfect with ue. In this fellows11ip 

love between us and Him reaches its highest perfection. He 
wisbes it to be so, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgement, a boldness inspired by the conscious imitation of 
Christ in our conduct in the world {iii. 3). 

18. The mention of 'boldness' suggests the opposite feeling 
'fear.' The writer is not thinking only oI fear before the judge. 
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casteth out fear, because fear bath punishment ; and he 
that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love, 19 
because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, 20 

and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth 
not his brother whom he bath seen, cannot Jove God 
whom he bath not seen. And this commandment have :u 
we from him, that he who loveth God love his brother 
also. 

V. 1-12. The triumph of faith, which depends not only on an 
external testimony, but on the witness within the Christian. 

Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten 6 
of God : and whosoever loveth him that begat loveth him 
also that is begotten of him. Hereby we know that we :a 
love the children of God, when we love God, and do his 
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we 3 
keep his commandments : and his commandments are 
not grievous. For whatsoever is begotten of God over- 4 
cometh the world : and this is the victory that hath 

but of fear generally. Love is the negation of selfishness. The 
selfish man is always afraid, because he is always finding or 
imagining obstacles in the way of his self-seeking, and • fear 
hath punishment,' i.e. involves pain and suffering. The man 
who abides in love has none of the suspicion and torture which 
spring &om selfishness: progress in love means the gradual 
abolition of fear. 

V. l. Him also that ii begotten of hhn. The other children 
of God. Faith leads to love of God, and love of God involves 
love of the brethren (iv. 21 ). 

!ii. Hereby we know that we love. If we would discover 
whether we truly love our brethren, we must ask ourselves 
whether we love God, i.e. whether we do His will (v. 3). We 
ma.y do outward acts of charity from unworthy motives, but true 
love of the brethren can only liow from love of God. 

t. For. Explains the last part of v. 3. God's commands 
are not grievous to Christians, because they, being His children, 
a.re, and have already been, enabled to overcome the obstacles 
offered by the world. This victory consists in, and indeed is, 
nothing else than faith, the confession that Jens is the Son 
of God (v. s), 
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5 overcome the world, even our faith. And who is he that 
overcometh the world. but he that believeth that Jesus is 

6 the Son of God? This is he that came by water and 
blood, even Jesus Christ ; not with the water only, but 

7 with the water and with the blood. And it is the Spirit 
8 that beareth witness, because the Spirit is the truth. For 

there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the 
9 water, and the blood : and the three agree in one. If we 

receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: 
for the witness of God is this, that he bath borne witness 

10 concerning his Son. He that believetb on the Son of 

6. Thla 111 he that came. Christ was proved to be 'he that 
cometh' (Matt. xi. 3) both by •water' and 'blood,' i.e. by His 
Baptism (John i. 31-3+) and His Death. At the Crucifixion 
indeed He gave the double proof, when blood and water issued 
from His side (John xix. 34, 35). 

7, And it. ta the Sp!rit. The third witness to the same troth 
(' agree in one' v. 8) is supplied by the Holy Ghost, both in the 
heart of the believer and in the life of the Church.· Christ 
Himself foretold 'He shall bear witness of me' (John xv. ~6). 

8. Sums up 'tl'tl. 6, 7. In the English Bibles (A. V.) w. 7 and 
8 run. as follows : • For there are three that bear record in 
lleavm, the Falker, Ike Won/, and tke Holy Ghost: and tl,ese 
tkree are one. And there are tl,ree that lmu witnas in Ctlrlh, the 
Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in 
one.' The words in italics do not belong to the original text: 
they have no authority to commend them, being only found in 
three Greek MSS., of which one was perhaps specially written in 
the sixteenth century to include them (Gregory, Camm and Tezt 
of the N= Testammt, pp. 37+-375, 508-511): and they are 
probably due to a mystical interpretation, which treated • the 
Spirit, the water, and the blood' as typifying the Father, the 
Spirit and the Son, and were kept in the text o~ to their 
sup~ value for the Scriptural doctrine of the Trinity. 

9. We accept human evidence, much more therefore the 
evidence given by God ! And God's evidence consists in 
this, that He bas borne a threefold testimony (fJ'lJ. 6-8) to: His 
Son. 

10. This evidence must become inward as well as outward. 
Those who 'believe on' (i.e. trustfully accept} the Son feel a 
certainty within them that He is what He clain1S to be. 
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God hath the witness in him: he that believeth not God 
hath made him a liar; because he bath not believed in 
the witness that God hath borne concerning his Son. 
And the witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal 11 

life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son 12 

hath the life ; he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
the life. 

13--1'1, Boldness in prayer the privilege of God's children. 

These things have I written unto you, that ye may 13 

know that ye have eternal life, even unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God. And this is the boldness 14 
which we have toward him, that, if we ask anything 
according to his will, he heareth us: and if we know that 15 

he heareth us whatsoever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions which we have asked of him. If any man 16 
see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, 
and God will give him life for them that sin not unto 
death. There is a sin unto death : not concerning this 
do I say that he should make requesL All unrighteous- 17 
ness is sin : and there is a sin not unto death. 

Re that belleveth not God. He who does not believe what 
God says to him has treated God as if He were a liar instead of 
the Truth. What God says, and what is verified externally and 
internally, is that He has given ns eternal life in the Son (v. u). 

14. The boldness, due to the conscions possession of eternal 
life. 

16. A Bin not unto death. 'He that hath the Son hath the 
life' (v. a), and all sin tends to separate us from Him and so to 
produce death. 'Yet not all equally; nor all in a fixed and un­
alterable degree' (Westcott1). There is a form of sin which 
makes complete separation from Him, and for which the writer 
will not su~gest that petition should be made. Perhaps it is the 
wilful continuance in evil of those who have 'trodden under foot 
the Son of God' and 'done despite unto the Spirit of grace' 
(Heh. x. 26-29). 

1'1. All Ulll"lghteouaneBB la Bin. The stress is to be laid on 

I OJ. cil. p. 1112. 
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18-Zl. The Christian's knowledge. Conclusion. 

18 We know that whosoever is begotten of God sinneth 
not ; but he that was begotten of God keepetb him, and 

19 the evil one toucheth him not. We know that we are of 
20 God, and the whole world lieth in the evil one. And we 

know that the Son of God is come, and bath given us an 
understanding, that we know him that is true, and we are 
in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus ChrisL This is 

21 the true God, and eternal life. My little children, guard 
yourselves from idols. 

•all.' Every breach of duty towards our neighbour is •sin,' 
i.e. violates God's will and law {cf. iii. +>· 

18. BIDnet.h not. See on iii. 9. 
He that waa bagotten or God. The Son of God, so dis• 

tinguishcd from 'whosoever ir begotten of God,' which means, 
any true Christian, 

Toucheth. The translation is too weak. The word (iirrETa:t) 
means • clings to.' The evil one does not fasten on God's 
children. 

19. Lieth in lhe e?ll one. Is under his dominion. 
20. A.n undenta.DdiDg. The Son of God has not only 

revealed the Father (John i. 18), but He has also given us the 
power of coming more and more to understand Him, the true 
God, with Whom we are in union by virtue of our union with 
His Son. 

This is the true Ood. The Being, of Whom we thus have 
knowledge and with Whom we a.re thus united, alone deserves 
the name of God (cf. v. -.ar). 

Eternal life. Cf. John xvii. 3. 'And this is life eternal, that 
they should know thee the only true God, and him whom thou 
didst send, even Jesus Christ.' 

U. Idols. Those who know the trve God cannot tolerate 
any fals, objects of woiship. 



THE SECOND EPISTLE 

OF 

JOHN 

1-3. Greeting. 

THE elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom 1 

I love in truth; and not I only, but also all they thal 
k11ow the truth ; for the truth's sake which abideth in us, 2 

1. The elder. So S. Peter, in a different connexion, calls 
himself 'a fellow-elder' ( 1 Pet. v. i). The use of the word does 
not prove that the writer was not an Apostle, nor that he was 
the person known as 'John the elder' or 'John the presbyter ' 
(see Intr. pp. 53-54). An Apostle may have used it because of his 
advanced age (such as S.John is said to have reached), or because 
'of the peculiar relation, both official and fatherly, which' he 
'had held to the Churches and their members' in the district in 
which he had long worked (Salmond 1). We maybe sure at least 
that a forger, wishing to pass for an Apostle, would not have 
written thus. 

The elect la.dy. Cf. v. 13 'Thine elect sister.' It is a much 
debated question whether the writer is addressing an individual 
er a community. On the whole the latter view is the more 
probable. There is a marked absence of personal references, 
such as we should expect in a private letter; and the fact that 
the lady's children I).re beloved by 'all that know the truth' (v. 1), 
coupled with the constant use of the plural (r,v. 6, 8, 10, a), 
in addressing her, seems to point in the same direction. Cf. 
I Pet v. 13 'She that is in Babylon, elect together with you' 
(note). 

z. For the kut.h'a Balte. I love you and them, because the 
truth has taken up its abode in you and them and me. Love is 
due to the possession of a common privilege. 

1 Ha>tinrs' Dktinary of tlu .Bwl#, ii. p, 7,i,o. 



2 JOHN 3-9 
3 and it shall be with us for ever: Grace, mercy, peace 

shall be with us, from God the Father, and from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

4-11. Exhortation to continue in truth and love. 

4 I rejoice greatly that I have found artain of thy 
children walking in truth, even as we received command­

s ment from the Father. And now I beseech thee, lady, 
not as though I wrote to thee a new commandment, but 
that which we bad from the beginning, that we love one 

6 another. And this is love, that we should walk after his 
commandments. This is the commandment, even as ye 

'J heard from the beginning, that ye should walk in it For 
many deceivers are gone forth into the world, even they 
that confess not that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh. 

8 This is the deceiver and the antichrist. Look to your-
selves, that ye lose not the things which we have wrought, 

9 but that ye receive a full reward. Whosoever goeth 
onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, bath 

3. Truth and love, are the two ways in which the threefold 
ble!ising of God will show itself among them. They will (1) hold 
the right faith, (2) love God and one another. 

4. In truth, even as. Exactly as. 
II. l'rom the begl.zming. See on 1 John ii. 7. 
6. In it. In love. Love consists in following the various 

precepts ('commandments') "lll"hich God has given us: the sum of 
all His precepts ('commandment') is that we should live a life 
oflove. 

7. Cf. r John iv. r-3. The false teachers in both cases 
deny the Incarnation of the Son of God. 

8. That ye loBe Dot the things wh1eh we ha.ve wrought. 
That you do not forfeit all the good results of our teaching and 
labour among you. 

9. Goeth OD-ward. H we take this as the right translation 
of ,rpoa.-,.,.,, it must mean that the deceivers were not contented 
with holding fast what Christ had taught them about Himself, 
but went far 'beyond the limits set to the Christian faith' 
(Westcott1). But the R.V. margin 'taketh the lead' may be 
correct, and refer to their setting themselves up as leaders. 

I Op. <it. p. a19-
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not God : he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath 
both the Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto 10 

you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into 
your house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth u 
him greeting partaketh in his evil works. 

UI, 13. Conclusion. 

Having many things to write unto you, I would not 12 

wrlte them with paper and ink : but I hope to come unto 
you, and to speak face to face, that your joy may be 
fulfilled. The children of thine elect sister salute thee. 13 

Hath not God. Denies Him and is incapable of communion 
with Hirn. Cf. 1 John ii. -:12, -;i3 (notes). 

10. Cometh, in the guise of a teacher or even of a brother. 
Th1a teaclililg, of Christ (v. 9). 
11. Pa.rta.keth In bis evil works. Encourages him in his 

wicked ways, and ~comes partly responsible for them. 
li. Tll&1. your joy may be fllllllled, by a clearer and fuller 

exposition of our faith. Cf. l John i. 3, 4 (note). 
13. The cbildren of thine elect mter. See on v. r. If 

the view taken there be correct, these are the members of another 
Christian community, from which the Apostle is writing. 



THE THIRD EPISTLE 

OF 

JOHN 

J. Greeting. 

1 THE elder unto Gaius the beloved, whom 
truth. 

I love in 

2-f. The writer rejoices that Gaius walks in the truth. 

2 Beloved; 1 pray that in all things thou mayest prosper 
J and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. For I 

rejoiced greatly, when brethren came and bare witness 
4 unto thy truth, even as thou walkest in truth. Greater 

1. Tbe elder. See on 2 John i. 
Oa.lUB. A very common name. S. Paul had three friends 

who bore it, Gaius of Macedonia ( Acts xix. 29), Gaius of Derbe 
(Acts :u. 4), Gaius of Corinth (Rom. xvi. 23, r Cor. i. 14). The 
last named is called 'my host, and of the whole church,' and 
therefore possessed one of the qualities of the Gaius mentioned 
here (vv. 5, 6), but this is a slender ground for identification, and 
the traditions connected with S. John (if be wrote these Epistles) 
have to do with Asia rather than with Greece. S. John is said to 
have made a Gaius Bishop of Pergamum, but we have no other 
ground for thinking that the letter is addressed to him. 

:i. A prayer that the outward circnmstauces and bodily 
health of Gaius may correspond It> his 11I1donbted progress in the 
spiritual life. 

3. Tby truth. The sincerity of your Christian faith and 
conduct. 

Even. u thou w&lkest in truUI.. For you really ('in truth 'j 
do live as you profess. 
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joy have I none than this, to hear of my children walking 
in the truth. 

15-8. The virtue of hospitality. 

Beloved, thou doest a faithful work in whatsoever thou 5 
doest toward them that are brethren and strangers withal; 
who bare witness to thy love before the church : whom 6 
thou wilt do well to set forward on their journey worthily 
of God: because that for the sake of the Name _they 7 
went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. We therefore 8 
ought to welcome such, that we may be fellow-workers 
with the truth. 

9-lll. Diotrephes and Demetrius. 

I wrote somewhat unto the church : but Diotrephes, 9 
who loveth to have the preeminence among them. 

4, My ohildren. A suggestion that Gaius owed his con• 
version to the writer, which is ~inst identifying him with 
others of the same name mentioned m the New Testament. 

a. A faithful work. A work which becomes a believer. 
And straugers Wilihal, And that too brethren personally 

unknown to yon. A special ground for praise. 
8. The ehuroh, from which this letter was written. Harnack 

suggests Ephesus. 
Set forward 011 their journey. Not only speed, but help 

with the necessaries of life. Cf. Tit. iii. I 3. 
Worthily of God. As you are bound to treat men devoted to 

God's service. 
T. For the sake of the !fa.me they went forth. They 

started out on a mission to make known the Name of Christ. 
For a different view, see lntr. p. 57. • 

Tall:lllg notlling of the GenWes. Not expecting the Gentiles, 
to whom they preached, to support them. 

That ,re may be fellow-workll?II with the troth. Help to 
spread the truth which they proclaim. 

9. I wrote BODlewh&t. This previous letter on the same 
subject (addressed to the Church of which Gaius was a member) 
has been identified both with I John and 2 John. But the 
contents of those two Epistles make the identification impossible. 
The letter was disreJ!llroed, and has, in consequence, disappeared. 

Diotrephea. Unknown (see Intr. pp. 57-58). 



So 3JOHN 

10 receiveth us not. Therefore, if l come, I will bring to 
remembrance his works which he doeth, prating against 
us with wicked words : and not content therewith, neither 
doth he himself receive the brethren, and them that 
would he forbiddeth, and casteth lltem out of the church. 

11 "Beloved, imitate not that which is evil, but that which is 
good. He that doeth good is of God : he that doeth evil 

12 hath not seen God. Demetrius bath the witness of all 
11Un, and of the truth itself: yea, we also bear witness ; 
and thou knowest that our witness is true. 

1S, 14. Conclusion. 

1.1 I had many things to write unto thee, but I am un­
,4 willing to write tltem to thee with ink and pen : but l 

hope shortly to see thee, and we shall speak face to face. 
Peace /Je unto thee. The friends salute tl1ee. Salute the 
friends by name. 

Beceiveth us not. Disregards my authority, and refuses to 
countenance your action. 

11. 'By their fruits ye shall know them' (Matt. vii ~o), as 
the opposing examples of Diotrephes and Demetrius show. 

111. Dametriu, may have carried the letter, and so the writer 
wished to commend his messenger : or, more probably, be was a 
hospitable member of the Church, who opposed Diotrephes. 
See Intr. pp. 57-58. 

Ba.th the witneaa. The character of Demetrius is attested 
by (a) the general opinion of Christians, (b) his own obvious 
sincerity, (c) the writer's commendation. 

Thou lmoweai ih&t our witneaa is true. Cf. John xix. 3.;, 
ui. :i.4-



THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF JUDE 

INTRODUCTION 

THIS Epistle is mentioned in the earliest list of the 
books of the New Testament that we possess, the so-called 
Muratorian fragment (written circ. 175-2001 and first 
published by the Italian scholar Muratori in 1740). It' 
was undoubtedly well known by the end of the second 
century, for Tertullian (? 150-230) alludes to it, Clement 
of Alexandria (? 16o--220) uses proof texts from it (Eus. 
H. E. vi. 13), and is even said to have written brief notes 
upon it (Eus. H. E. vi. 14), while Origen (185-253), 
though he hints at reluctance in some quarters to accept 
it, quotes it himself, and speaks of it as 'short indeed but 
filled full of words that have been strengthened with the 
heavenly grace' (/n Matt. xvii. 30, x. 17). It seems 
certain that the greeting of v. 2 is used in a letter written 
by the Church of Smyrna to the Church of Philomelium 
in the year 155 or 156, describing the death of Polycarp, 
and it is just possible that there are reminiscences of the 
Epistle in The Teaching of Ike Twelve Apostles (see above 
p. 1): e.g. in eh, ii. of v. 22 (where, unfortunately, the 
reading is doubtful), in eh. iv. of v. 8 ('dominion') and in 
eh. xvi. of v. 14 (' the Lord shall come and all his saints 
with him'). If this be so, the evidence for its existence 
is carried down at least to the beginning of the second 
century. 

The general attitude of the Fathers towards it is well 
put by Eusebius, who says (H. E. ii. 23) : 'At least not 

:e. 6 
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many or the ancients have mentioned it' (the Epistle of 
S. James], 'as is the case likewise with the Epistle that 
bears the name of Jude, which is also one of the seven 
so-called Catholic Epistles. Nevertheless we know that 
these also, with the rest, have been read publicly in very 
many Churches.' And again (H. E. iii. 25): "Among 
the disputed wriLings, which are nevertheless recognized 
by most people, are extant the so-called Epistle of James 
and that of Jude.' We can well believe that the use 
made of Apocryphal Literature by Gnostic writers in the 
second century raised a prejudice in some minds against 
an Epistle which quotes two such documents ; in fact, 
we have the express statement of Jerome (De Vir. Ill. iv.) 
that the Epistle of S. Jude was rejected by many precisely 
on the ground of its containing a reference to the Book 
of Enoch. With all due allowance for this prejudice, we 
may say that the attestation of the Epistle is early and 
good, and that, considering its length (it has only 25 
verses), quotations from it, or reminiscences of its 
language, are not infrequent. 

The author calls himself 'Judas, a servant of Jesus 
Christ, and brother of James' (v. 1). The words' brother 
of James' are an integral part of the title, and there is no 
reason why they should be regarded as a later addition : 
they indicate the writer as being, or as wishing to be 
thought, the brother or the Lord. But, in his humility, 
he does not insist on that relationship: ifhe asks that his 
words should be treated with respect, he does so in a 
humbler capacity, as brother of the bishop of Jerusalem. 
Now there is nothing in the letter _inconsistent with the 
idea that the writer really is what he claims to be. The 
fact that he quotes two Apocryphal works, the Book of 
Enoch and the Assumption of Moses, is no evidence of a 
late date ; for that part of the former which contains the 
phrase 'The Lord came with ten thousands of his holy 
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ones' dates, as Dr Charles1 tells us, from the second 
century B.c., while the latter was probably composed 
between the years 7 and 29 A.D. If S. Paul, on more 
than one occasion (1 Cor. x. 4, Gal. iii. 19, 2 Tim. iii. 8), 
made use of traditions which do not occur in the Old 
Testament, there is no reason why S. Jude should not 
have quoted an Apocryphal book. Nor again is the 
situation described in the letter incompatible with the 
lifetime of the brethren of the Lord. Those against whom 
the author warns his readers are not described as if they 
were holders of a fully developed heretical system, such as 
we meet in later history. It is true that they deny 'our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ' (v. 4), but so did many 
people before 100 A.D. (Titus i. 161 see above p. 52). More-
0\"er, most of the charges made against them turn, not 
on intellectual heresy, but on immorality of a gross, 
unnatural kind (vv. 4-7), insubordination (vv. 8-10), 
avarice (v. 11), abuse of the Love Feast (v. 12), separation 
from the company of the faithful (v. 16). Everyone of 
these abuses might be paralleled from the Churches to 
which S. Paul wrote in the middle of the first century. 
We can well conceive how S. Jude may have come to 
write this letter in the same century to Churches with 
which he was acquainted in Palestine or Syria, and which 
were in danger from the same errors. 

The question of the relation of the Epistle of S. Jude to 
2 Peter has been dealt with already (see above pp. 33-35), 
and reasons have been given why we should regard the 
latter as indebted to the former. We may add that, while 
it is easy to understand the epistle of S. Jude being 
incorporated with 2 Peter, it is not so easy to say why 
2 Peter should be reduced to the proportions of the 
Epistle of S. Jude, in which a large part of it is un­
represented. A detailed study of the parallel passages 

1 Hastings' Dictimary of the Bible, i. pp. 105-708, 741, 745· 

6-:z 
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confirms us in the conclusion that the Epistle of S. Jude 
is the original 

Jude 6, 7 = 2 Pet. ii. 4, 6 ( carnal sin of the angels 
omitted). 

Jude 8, 9 = z Pet. ii. 10, 11 (story of Michael 
generalized). 

Jude 10 = 2 Pet. ii. 12 (which seems an ill-arranged 
adaptation of Jude). 

Jude 11 = 2 Pet. ii. 15, 16 (incident of Korab omitted, 
story of Balaam's ass added). 

Jude 12, 13 == 2 Pet. ii. 13, 17 (startling word for 
'hidden rocks' altered into more ordinary 'spots.' In 
2 Pet. 'for whom the blackness of darkness hath been 
reserved' is not as appropriate to 'mists driven by a 
storm' as it is to 'wandering stars' in Jude). 

Jude 14, 15 are without parallel in 2 Peter, as they 
contain a quotation from an Apocryphal book. 

Jude 16 = 2 Pet. ii. 18 (no conclusion to be drawn). 
Jude 17, 18 = 2 Pet. iii. 21 3 (at first sight S. Jude 

seems to be referring to 2 Pet., but see note on Jude 18). 



THE GENERAL EPISTLE 

OF 

JUDE 

1, 2. Introduction and greeting. 

JUDAS, a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of 1 

James, to them that are called, beloved in God the 
Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: Mercy unto you and z 
peace and love be multiplied. 

l. Brother of Jamee. The only Judas who elsewhere in 
the New Testament is said to have had a brother called Ja.mes.is 
Judas the brother of the Lord (Matt. xiii. 55, Mark vi. 3). Ifhe 
be the author of the Epistle, we must assume that his humility 
leads him to say nothing of this relationship, but to describe 
himself, just as S. Paul sometimes does (Rom. i. 1, Phil, i. 1), as 
• a servant of Jesus Christ.' His kinship with the better known 
James, the head of the Church at Jerusalem, is enough to lend 
weight to his words, whether he is writing to Jewish or Gentile 
Christians. See Intr. pp. 81-83. 

Beloved In Qod the Father. Closely united to the Father 
and beloved by Him. 

Ke~ for Jesus Chr!Jlt. Reserved as the special possession, 
the chosen people, of our Lord. The word 'kept' suggests a. 
contrast with those 'ungodly men' (v. 4) who have broken away 
from the true faith. 

II. Mercy unto you and peace and lon b& multlpll&d. 
The same greeting appears in the letter written by the Church of 
Smyrna. to that of Philomelium describing the martyrdom of 
Polycarp, in either 155 or 156 A.D. If that be a q11otation, it 
throws some light on the date of the Epistle. 
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8, "- Purpose of the Epistle-to insist on the fundamental faith, 
in face of immoral leachers . 

. ~ Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto 
you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write 
unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith 

4 which was once for all delivered unto the saints. For 
there are certain men crept in privily, l!'llffl they who were 
of old set forth unto this condemnation, ungodly men, 
turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and 
denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

a-18. Previous examples of sinners who have not escaped 
judgement. The special wickedness of these sinners and 
their certain doom. 

S Now I desire to put you in remembrance, though ye 
know all things once for all, how that the Lord, having 
saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 

3. While I was giving all diligence. He had been actively 
engaged on a letter dealing with the general principles of 
Christianity, but events compel him to write a. special wa.rniog 
a.gainst a particular class of heretics. 

Once for all. And therefore not lo be changed, or mutilated, 
or denied. 

The saints. The (consecrated) members of the Christian 
Church. 

4- or old. In Enoch i. 9 quoted in vu. 14, 15. 
Set forth unto this condemnation. Described as doomed 

to the judgement of which I am going to tell you. 
Tm"nlng the grace of our God 1.Dt.o laacivioumess. Making 

the doctrine of God's grace {e.g. election and justification by 
faith) an excuse for scandalous immorality. 

Denying our only Jllaatar and Lord. er. 2 Pet. ii. 1 

• Denying even the Master that bought them.' They did this 
(a) by their behaviour, (b) by disbelieving His essential divinity. 

6. To put you 1n remembrance, though ye know. So in 
2 Pet. i. n. 

onca for all. They had learned the lessons of the past 
completely, and only needed just lo be reminded of them now. 
(One good Manuscript connects the Greek word ,iraf ('once') 
with 'having saved,' which gives helter sense.) 
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destroyed them that believed not. And angels which 6 
kept not their own principality, but left their proper 
habitation, he hath kept in everlasting bonds under 
darkness unto the judgement of the great day. Even as 7 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, having 
in like manner with these given themselves over to 
fornication, and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as 
an example, suffering the punishment of eternal fire. Yet 8 
in like manner these also in their dreamings defile the 
tlesh, and set at nought dominion, and rail at dignities. 
But Michael the archangel, when contending with the 9 
devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not 
bring against him a railing judgement, but said, The 
Lord rebuke thee. But these rail at whatsoever things 10 

Them tha11 believed not. All except Joshua a11d Caleb 
(Numb. xiv. 38, I Car. x. 5). 

6= ~ Pet. ii. 4. 
Their own principality. The sphere of their own authority 

=heaven. The angels had come down to earth and been guilty 
of fornication with the 'daughten; of mc:a' (Gen. vi. 1-.d : hence 
their punishment, fully related in Enoch (vi.-xxi.). • This place 
is the prison of the angels, and here they will be imprisoned for 
ever' (xxi. 10). 

?=1 Pet. ii. 6. 
And the cities a.bout them. Admah and Zehoim. 
Strange flaab.. Unnatural objects of lust (Gen. xix. 5}. 
8=~ Pet. ii. 10. 
In their drea.minga. Following their own perverse fancies, 

they are guilty of sensual indulgence and presumption. 
Dom.1nion. The sovereignty of God. 
D1&"Dities. The angelic orders. 
9=1 Pet. ii. 11. 
The story is taken from an Apocryphal Book known as T,,e 

AuumfJJion of Moses, in which Satan, the lord of matter, claims 
the body of Moses on the ground of his having murdered the 
Egyptian (Exod. ii. u). Yet Michael, says S. Jude, will not 
retort by speaking evil even of a fallen angel: he leaves the 
sentence to God. 

JO. Wb&tsoever tbinga they know not. They speak evil 
of the spiritual sphere (dominion, dignities v. 8), of which they 
are ignorant. 
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they know not: and what they understand naturally, like 
the creatures without reason, in these things are they 

11 destroyed. Woe unto them I for they went in the way of 
Cain, and ran riotously in the error of Balaam for hire, 

IZ and perished in the gainsaying of Korah. These are 
they who are hidden rocks in your love-feasts when they 
feast with you, shepherds that without fear feed them­
selves ; clouds without water, carried along by winds ; 
autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 

13 roots; wild waves of the sea, foaming out their own 
shame ; wandering stars, for whom the blackness of 

What they understand naturally. Fleshly indulgence. 
11. The way of Ca.tu. Like Cain, the murderer (1 John iii. 

11), they slay men's souls. 
The error of Bala.am. Cf. 'J Pet. ii. 15. Balaam was offered 

a bribe by Balak (Numbers xxii. 7), and he sinned in persuading 
the Israelites to commit whoredom at Baal-Peor (Numbers xxv. 
1, 2, xxxi. 16). So the false teachers lead their victims into 
sensual siu. 

The ga.illsaying of Iorah, who denied the restriction or the 
priesthood to Aaron and his family (Numbers xvi. 1-10). So 
the false teachers set themselves up in opposition to the rulers of 
the Church. 

12=1 Peter ii. 13, on which see notes. 
Hidden rocks. If this be the right translation, it means that 

they are an Ullseen source of danger to those with whom they 
associate at the most sacred moments. 

That without fear feed themeelne, when they should be 
feeding their flocks (Ezek. xxxiv. 2). 
_ Clouds without water. Cf. 2 Pet. ii. 17. We expect rain 
from clouds, and so we expect instruction from these teachers­
and find none. 

Autumn treee, which have Jost their leaves and are sapless. 
Twice dead. Not simply dead, but severed from their root, 

which is Christ. 
13, Foaming out their own ehame. Like restless waves, 

they toss up only the refuse which consists of presumptuous, 
blasphemous words (vv. 8, 16). 

Wandering stars. S. Jude seems to be drawing his language 
from the Book of Enoch (lxxxviii. 1, ed. Charles). 'And he seized 
that first star which had fallen from the heaven, and bound it hand 
and foot, and laid it in an abrss : now that abyss was narrow and 
deep, and horrible and dark. These irresponsible teachers give 
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darkness bath been reserved for ever. And to these also 14 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
Behold, the Lord came with ten thousands of his holy 
ones, to execute judgement upon all, and to convict all 15 

the ungodly of all their works of ungodliness which they 
have ungodly wrought, and of all the hard things which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him. These.are 16 
murmurers, complainers, walking after their lusts (and 
their mouth speaketh great swelling words), shewing 
respect of persons for the sake of advantage. 
17-23. Call to Christians (a) to remember the wa.rnings of 

the Apostles, (6) to build on the foundation of the faith, 
(e) to help others. 

But ye, beloved, remember ye the words which have 17 
been spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; how that they said to you, In the last time there 18 

shall be mockers, walking after their own ungodly lust~ 
These are they who make separations, sensual, having 19 

no light as they should, and will meet with utter extinction. Cf. 
11 Pet. ii. 17. 

14. To these also, as well as to the men of his own day. 
The seventh from Adam. Reckoned inclusively. Gen. v. 18. 
S&ying. Enoch i. 9. The last sentence of the prophecy 'and 

of all the hard things ... ' is a reminiscence of Enoch xxvii. 2. 
18. The teachers grumble against the authority of their true 

Master, but do not mind flattering human masters for the sake of 
gain. 

Gre&t awelliDg w(m/s. As in '2 Pet. ii. r8. Most of the 
phrases in this verse seem taken from the Assumption of Moses. 

17. The a.poatles. As in 2 Pet. iii. ~. not necessarily the 
Twelve, but prominent Christian missionaries. 

18=1 Pet. iii. 3. Those who hold that the Epistle of S. Jude 
is based upon II Pet. believe that S. Jude•is here quoting directly 
from 2 Pet. S. Jude however is referring to a prophecy well 
known and apparently often repeated (the Greek for 'spoken 
before' is O..ryov), and it would be strange in him, if he were 
quoting from 2 Pet. iii., to leave out the most important part of that 
section, namely z,. 4. For e. similar prophecy, see I Tim. iv. I, 

lllockera, who make fun of serious things, 'righteousness, and 
temperance, and the judgement to come.' 

19. Who make aep&rations. Who cause divisions by with• 
drawing from the main body of the faithful. 
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20 not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 
21 on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep 

yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 
22 our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And on some 
23 have mercy, who are in doubt; and some save, snatching 

them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with 
fear; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 

:&4, 26. Final commendation and doxology. 

24 Now unto him that is able to guard you from stumbling, 
and to set you before the presence of his glory without 

zs blemish in exceeding joy, to the only God our Saviour, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, oe glory, majesty, dominion 
and power, before all time, and now, and for evermore. 
Amen. 

• 20, 21. The Christian life contrasted with that of the false 
teachers. True Christians hold fast the faith, which the others 
reject: lhty have the Spirit as the inspiration of their prayers: 
thty have God's love for them to preserve them: they (unlike 
the mockers), look for 'the crowning mercy' of Christ, the 
Second Coming which means eternal life. . 

22, 23. The original text is very uncertain here: 'some 
primitive error evidently affects the passage' (Westcott and 
Hort 1). The meaning given by the Revised translation seems to 
be: (r) Be gentle with those who are in doubt, (2) Rescue from 
the :flame of temptation those who are in danger of falling. 
(3) Pity those who have fa.lien, l!ut be arraid of being con­
taminated by them. 

Batmg even the garment spotted by the 11.eah. Show your 
loathing for • all that bears traces of the sin ' (Mayorll). 

24. Before the presence of his glory. Before Him, in the 
~lorious manifestation of His power at His Second Coming 
(1 Tbess. i. 9• Jo). . 

211. God the Father is asserted to be 'the only God' in 
opposition to the heathen who worshipped many Gods, and 'our 
Saviour' in opposition to the heretics who, rejecting the Law, 
tended also to reject the God who gave it. The last words 
affirm the pre-existence and eternity of Christ, whose mediatorial 
work began before time and lasts for ever. 

' Tu N,.,., T,sta,nrnl in tlu Ori&inai Grult, 1896, Appendis, p. JOT• 
• Oj. m. p. 5•• 
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Abraham, and Sarah, 19 
Advocate, title applied to 

Jesus Christ, 50, 60 
Angels, interest of, in men, 12 ; 

various orders of, '21 ; fallen, 
+o, 46, 87 

Anointing from the Holy One, 
63, 64 

Antichrist, 63, 76 ; character­
istics of, 63--04, 68--69, 76 

Apocryphal Literature, avoid­
ed in 2 Peter, 34-35 ; used 
in Jude, 83-83; cause of 
prejudice against Jude, 82 

Apostles, reception of, in the 
Church, 40; meaning of title 
in 'Z Peter, 45; in Jude, 89 

Assumption of Moses, quoted 
in Jude, 34, 81, 87, 89 

Authorities, 22 

Autumn trees, 88 

Babylon, name for Rome, 1, 

18-19, 56-57 
Balaam, 43, 88 
Ba[tism' Sacrament of, n, 37, 

;I 
Bartlet, Dr J. Vernon, referred 

to, I ; theory of, as to 
Demetrius, 58 

Bigg, Dr C., quoted, 17, ,z3-
24, 25 

Bishop, of souls, 18 ; relation 
of bishops to elders, 26 

Brethren, reception of strange, 
40, 77, 79 

Brotherhood, the, 17 

Ca.in, 66-67, 88 
Cerinthus, views of, 53 ; at 

Ephesus with Apostle John, 
53 

Chapman, Dom~., theories of, 
as to 'Z and 3 ohn, 56-58 

Charles, Dr R. ., referred to, 
83, 88 

Chase, Dr F. H., quoted, n, 
49 ; referred to, 32-33 

Chil<lren, little, 62 ; of curs­
ing, 43 

Christian, origin of name, 'J5 ; 
persecution for being a Chris­
tian, 5-6, 26 

Clement, of Alexandria, de­
scribes supervision of Asian 
Churches by John, 56; uses 
Jude, 81 

Clement, of Rome, probably 
quotes I Peter, 1 

Cloke of, r7 
Committed himself, 18 
Covereth a multitude of sins, 

'24 
Creation, 45-46 
Cursing, children of, 43 

DelatM', 'JS 
Deluge, see Flood 
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Demekius, Si-58, 8o 
Devil, the, z7, 66 
Dignities, .p , 87 
Diotrephes, 57-58, 79--80 
Dispersion, the, 3, 9 
Docetic errors, 52-53 
Dominion, 41, 87 
Driver, Dr S. R., quoted, 46 
Duties, towards neighbours, 

10, 67, 74 

Egypt, deliverance from, 86 
Elect, term applied to Chris­

tiaus, 9; the elect lady, 7 5 ; 
thine elect sister, 77 

Elders, mentioned, 'J6 ; re­
lation to bishops, 16 ; duties 
of, 16-2 7 ; Peter calls him­
self a fellow-ehler, 17; John 
the elder, 53-54; writer of 
1 and 3 John calls himself 
'the elder,' 53-55, 75, 78; 
title not incompatible with 
Apostolic authorship, 54, 7 5 

Election, 37 
Elements, the, 47 
Enoch, book of, quoted by 

Jude, 34, 81-83, 88, 89 ; 
referred to, 46, 87 

Eusebius, opinion of, as to 
I Peter, -i; 1, Peter, 31; 
1 and 3 John, 55; Jude, 
81-81 ; referred to, 39 

Evil-doers, Christians regarded 
as, 16-17 

Excess of riot, 23 

l•aith, 11, 13, 37, 71-71, 
Faith, the, 86, 90 
Fathers, the, title 11.Sed in 

1, Peter, 33, 45 
Fellow-elder, 27 
Fiery trial, 4, 2 5 
Flood, the, type of Baptism, n; 

sinners who perished in, ,n ; 
whole world destroyed in, 46 

Froward, 18 

Gaius, 57, 78 
Generosity, 67 
Gentiles, attitude of towards 

Christians, 16-17; vices of, 
13 

Gird y011rselves, 27 
Gnostic heresies, character­

istics of, 33, 51-51; traces 
of in 11, Peter, 33; in 1 John, 
52-53 

Goeth onward, 76 
Gore, Dr C., quoted, 65 
Governors, duty towards, 1 i 
Gregory, Dr C. R., referred 

to, 7-, 
Griefs, 18 

. Hammond, Dr H., quoted, 17 
Harnack, Dr A., theory of, as 

to J ohannine writings, 54; 
as to 3 John, 58 ; referred 
to, 79 

Hell, descent into, 21-24 
Heresies, 40 ; described in 

2 Peter, 3-z-33, 40-44; in 
l John, 51-52, 63-64, 68; in 
'2 John, 56, 76-77; in Jude, 
83, 86 ; in Ignatius, 53 

Hidden rocks, 88 
Hippo, Council of, accept& 

1 Peter, 31 

Holy Ghost, the, see Spirit 
Ilort, Dr F. J. A., referred to, 

10, 13 
Hospitality, duty of, 24, 79 
House of God, 26 
Humility, duty of, 27 
Husbands and wives, 18-2,0 

Ignatius, anJ 1 John, 50; 
heresies in Asia at time of, 
53 ; and episcopal organiza­
tion, 58 

IrenaellS, opinion or, as to 
1 Peter, '2 ; 1 John, 50, 54 ; 
Gospel of John, 54 : quotes 
1 John, SS 
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James, brother of lhe Lord, 85 
James, Dr M. R., refened to, 

35 
.Jerome, statement ol, as to' -z 

and 3 John, 5+; explains 
prejudice against Jude, 82 

Jesus Christ, eternal, 90; In­
carnation of, 13, 59, 65, 66, 
68; evidence for, 7-z ; due 
to God's love, 6Q-70; pur• 
pose of, r3, 65 1 66; sinless­
ness of, 65; Transfiguration, 
39; sacririce and suffering, 
10, 13, 18, '2I; preaching to 
spirils in prison, u--z4 ; 
Resurrection, ro, r3; A&­
cension, 21; Second Com­
ing, 11, n, -z7, 6+, 65; 
makes our sacrifices accept· 
J.ble, 15 ; comer-stone and 
stumbling• block, 15 - r6 i 
Shepherd and Bishop, 18;Ad­
vocate, 50, 60; propitiation, 
61 1 70 

John, lhe Apostle, in Asia up 
to the time of Trajan, 53 ; 
supervised Churches of Asia, 
56 ; and Cerinthus, 53 ; dis­
tinct from 'John the elder,' 
53 i but might call himself 
• the elder,' 54-55, 75 

John, lhe elder, 53-55, 75 
John, first Epistle of, well al• 

tested, 50; by same author as 
Gospel, 50-51 ; claims to be 
written by eye-witness, 51 i 
combats DoceticGnosticism, 
S t-53 ; credibility of Apos­
tolic authorship, 53-54 

John, second Epistle of,quoted 
by lrenaeus, but not always 
held genuine, 55 ; reason for 
this, 56; written by one who 
calls himself 'the elder,' 
53, 7 5 ; by same author as 
! John, 55-56; to single 

• Church, against Docetic 

enors, 56, 76-77; theory of 
DomJ. Chapman, 56-57 

John, third Epistle of, not 
always held genuine, 55 ; 
reason for this, 56 ; written 
by author of I and 2 John, 
5~-56, 78 ; to Gaius, a hos• 
p1table Christian, 57, 78-
79; theories of Dom J. 
Chapman and Dr Vernon 
Bartlet, 57-58 ; importance 
of, 58 

John, Gospel of, related to 
first Epistle, 50-.;1; author­
ship of, Sl; perhaps men­
tioned in I John, 6-i 

Judas, brother of James, 81, 85 
Jude, Epistle of, well attested, 

considering its length, 81-
8'2 ; claims to be written by 
the Lord's brother, 82 ; use 
of Apocryphal books and 
errors combated in it not 
inconsistent with this, 8'2-
83 ; copied and adapted by 
~ Peter, 33-35, 83-84 

Judgement, 13, 16, 4c>--4r, 70 

King, duty towards, l 7 
Kiss of love, 29 
Knowledge, according to, 19 
Korab, 88 

Lawlessness, 65 
Life eternal, promised to us, 

64; guaranteed by love, 67; 
in the Son, 70, 7 3 ; . consists 
in knowing God, 74 

Light, term applied to God, 
6o ; duty of walking in, 60-
61 ; relation to love, 6r 

Lightfoot. Dr J. B., referred 
to, 41 

Lot, 41 
Love, necessity of for Christ­

ians, 17, -z4, 61-6-z, 66, 67, 
71, 76; coverelhsins, 1+; the 
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very Being of God, 69, 70 ; 
not to be felt towards the 
world, 62--03; castelh out 
fear, 70-71 

Love-feasts, 41-43, 88 
Lust of the eyes, 63 

Manifestation, of our Lord, 13, 
59, 65, 66 ( = lncarnalion) ; 
27,64,65 ( =Second Coming) 

Mark, fiiend of Peter, 5, '19 ; 
possible allusion to Gospel 
of, 38 

Masters and slaves, 17-18 
Mayor, Dr J. B., referred to, 

+4, 46 i quoted, go 
Meddler in other men's mat-

te1S, 'J5 
Michael the archangel, 87 
Milk, spiritual, wit.houl guile,, 4 
Mire, sow that had washed 

wallowing in, 44 
Moses, body of, 87 
M uratorian fragment, and 

1 John, 50; and Jude, 81 

Name, the, of Christ, 15, 79; 
of Christian, 5-6, 15-'l6 

Nature, the divine, 37 
Neighbours, duties towards, 

10, 67, 74 
Nero, persecution under, 3, 4, 

5, 6, 8 
Nicole.itans, 52-53 
Noah, u, .41, 46 

Oracles. of God, 14 
Origen, opinion of, as to 

1 Peter, 2 ; 1 Peter, 31 ; 
1 John, 50; 1 and 3 John, 
55; Jude, 81 

Papias, and• J ohn:the elder,' 53 
:?aul, connexion between his 

Epistles and I Peter, 6--8 ; 
mentioned in 2 Peter, 48 ; 
difficulties in his Epistles; 48 

Persecution, under Nero, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 8 ; caused by the devil, 
27 ; consolation in, 25-26 

Peter, acquainted with Greek, 
3 ; connected with Gentiles, 
7 ; martyt"ed in Rome, 3, 6, 
8 ; prophecy of his death, 
38 

Peter, Apocalypse of, 35 
Peter, Apocryphal Gospel of, 

quoted. 24 
Peter, first Epistle of, quoted 

by early writers, 1-2; at­
tributed to Peter, 2 ; claims 
to be written by an Apostle 
a.nd eye-witness, 9, -a7 ; 
written from Rome, -a-3, -a8 ; 
to Gentile Christians in time 
of trial, 3-4 ; objections to 
Petrine authorship con­
sidered, 5-8 

Peter, second Epistle of, claims 
to be written by an Apostle 
and eye-witness, 30, 36, 39, 
+5 ; reguded with suspicion 
by early writers, 31; internal 
difficulties, 31-33 ; relation 
to Jude, 33-35, 83-84; re­
lation to Apocalypse of 
Peter, 35 

Pliny, and Trajan, 25, ~6 
Polycarp, certainly used 1 

Peter, 1 ; and I John, 50; 
tells story about John and 
Cerinthus, 53 ; document 
describing death of, 81, 85 

Powers, 22 

Prayer, need for, 24; will be 
answered, 68, 73; for those 
who sin, 73; in the Spirit, 90 

Presbyter, John the, nol 
identical with Apostle, 53; 
probably not author of 
Epi.9tles of John, 53-55 

Presbyters, m Elders 
Priesthood, Christians a holy, 

15; a royal, 16 
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Prindpality, 87 
Private interpretation, 39 
Prophecy, value of, 39 ; given 

by God, and not of private 
interpretation, 39 

Prophets, of Old Testament, 
foretold sufferings of Christ 
and subsequent glory, u-n i 
foretold Second Coming, 45 

Prophets, Christian, reception 
of in the Church, 40; false 
prophets, 40, 68-69 

Propitiation, 61, 70 

Railing judgement, a, 42, 87 
Ramsay, Sir W. M., quoted, 

• 2., 3, 4, 5-6, 9 
Revelation of Jesus Christ, 11, 

l'2 
Revelling, vice of Gentiles, 13; 

in the day-time, 4-2 ; in love­
fea.sts, 42-43 

Rock of offence, 15-16 
Rothe, Dr R., referred to, 62; 

quoted, 66 

Salmond, Dr S. D. F., quoted, 
75 

Sarah, and Abra.ha.in, 19 
Scriptures, term applied to 

Pauline Epistles in 2 Peter, 
33, 48-49 

Second Coming of Christ, 11, 
u, 27, 64, 65; close at 
hand, 24; supposed delay 
of, 45-47 

Seed, of God, in the believer, 
14, 66 

Separations, 8g 
Shepherd of souls, 18 ; chief 

Shepherd, 27 
Silvaaus, perhaps identical 

with Silas, 5, 28 
Sin, defined as lawlessness, 65; 

moral impossibility for true 
Christian, 65, 66, 74; unto 
death, 73 

Sia ves and ma.slers, 1 7-18 
Sodom and Gomorrah, 41 
Sojourners, 9, 16 
Spirit, the, sanctification by, 

9-10; inspired prophecy, 
, 1-12, 39 ; given to Chris­
tians, '15, 68, 70; inspires 
preaching, 12 ; and prayer, 
20; gives knowledge of truth, 
63-64; gives union with God, 
68 ; test of His presence, 
68-69; witness to the coming 
of Jesus Christ, 72, 

Spirits in prison, preaching to, 
u-24 

Spirits of truth and error, 68-
6g 

Spots, 42,, 88 
Stars, w11J1dering, 88 
Strange ftesh, 87 
Strangers, reception of, 40, 

77-79 

Tabernacle, word applied to 
human body, 38 

Teachers, false, 40; not to be 
received, 77 

Tmd1ing of Ike Twelve 
.Ajostlrr, date of, 1 ; per­
haps quotes I Peter, 2 ; 

1 John, 50; Jude, 81 ; 
statements of, as to receiving 
prophets, 40, ~8 

Tertullian, alludes to Jude, 
81 

Trajan, rescript of, ~5, ,6 
Trans6guration, referred to, 

32 , 3S--39 
Trinity, Doctrine of, expressed, 

g-10, 90; indicated, 69 
Truth, the, in doctrine, 14, 38, 

40, 63, 67, 75-76; in con• 
duct, 78, 80 

Twice dead, 88 

Uni verse, creation and future 
<lestruction of, 45-47 
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Vainglory of life, 63 
Virtue, 37 
Visitation, day of, 17 
Vomit, dog turning to his own, 

« 
Wanderiog stars, 88--89 
Water, and bloori, 7-z 
Westcott and Hort, quoted, 

90 
Westcott, Dr B. F., quoted, 

63, 69, 73, 76 
Witnesses, the three Heavenly, 

7:1 

Wives and husbands, 18-10 
Word of life, the, 59 
World, the, not to be loved, 

because opposed to the 
Father, 62~3 ;_ does not 
know Christ or Christians, 
65 ; hates the brethren, 67 ; 
belongs lo the evil one, 69, 
74-; overcome by faith, 
71-72 

Wrest, 4-8 

Younger, the, relation of to 
the elder, :17 
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